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T a time when the internation-
al system is marked by flux,

heavier than its engagement with the

India and EU are coming closer because of imperatives on both sides.
EU as a single institutionalised system.

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN ambiguity and shifting align. The collective wglght of India’s relations wnh individual European Tihese natianal relationships bring
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION. ments—when yesterday's countries may be more than that with the bloc speed, flexibility and political trust—
— Ramnath Goenka partners appear transactional qualities that Brussels-led mechanisms

CIVILIAN HONOURS:
CONTINUITY WITH
AWIDER EMBRACE

T a time of deep political polarisation, India’s civil-

ian honours have quietly emerged as a rare space of

continuity and consensus. The Padma awards and

the Bharat Ratna, often scrutinised for political sig-

nalling, have in recent years shown a discernible ef-
fort to rise above partisan divides, even as they have ex-
panded their social and regional reach.

The honours list has cut across ideological lines, recognis-
ingleaders from rival political traditions for their public con-
tributions. This year’s posthumous Padma Bhushans for
former Jharkhand Chief Minister Shibu Soren and Padma
Vibhushan for Left veteran V S Achuthanandan underline
that trend. Earlier, Mulayam Singh Yadav was awarded the
Padma Vibhushan in 2023, while Ghulam Nabi Azad and
Tarun Gogoi received the Padma Bhushan. Leaders such as
Sharad Pawar, P A Sangma, S C Jamir and Tokheho Sema have
also figured on the list, even as CPI(M) leader Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee chose to decline the honour: The 2019 Bharat Ratna
for Pranab Mukherjee alongside Nanaji Deshmukh and Bhu-
pen Hazarika reinforced this bipartisan arc. That approach
reached a symbolic high in 2024, when five Bharat Ratnas were
announced. The selection—Karpoori Thakur, L K Advani, P
'V Narasimha Rao, Chaudhary Charan Singh and M S Swami-
nathan—spanned ideologies, eras and professions.

Yet, the more consequential shift has unfolded at the grass-
roots level. The Padma Shri, in particular, has undergone a
quiet democratisation. Recent lists have foregrounded un-
sung heroes who are social workers, doctors, artists and edu-
cators from remote regions, many drawn from Dalit, tribal
and backward communities. From Anke Gowda, a former
bus conductor who built one of the world’s largest free-access
libraries, to Tulasi Gowda, a Halakki community member
revered for her encyclopaedic knowledge of plants; from the
Godbole couple delivering healthcare in conflict-hit Bastar
to professionals working with the disabled and burn victims,
the idea of merit has been widened.

This dual emphasis on recognising towering public fig-
ures as well as individuals whose impact is felt far from the
national spotlight has, over time, added to the Padma
awards’ sheen. Any honours system invites hard scrutiny
and disagreement over the political nature of choices often
spills into the public domain. But India’s recent selections
indicate an effort to broaden the idea of merit through
greater inclusion, regional representation and social diver-
sity In this sense, the Padma awards are beginning to reflect
amore layered understanding of national service.

GEOPOLITICAL SHADOW ON
CRICKET BAD FOR SPORT

T here is no doubt that sport today has become more
politicised than ever before. If the Paris Olympics in
2024 became one of the most geopolitically-charged
games, the T20 World Cup in India and Sri Lanka from
February 7 is turning into a regional slugfest. Bangla-
desh’s decision to not travel to India made sporting drama
out of the souring relationship between the neighbours.

The Bangladesh women’s team did travel to India near the
end of 2025, when diplomatic disagreements were already
playing out. But the issue of Mustafizur Rahman, picked by
Kolkata Knight Riders before being asked by the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India to drop him over ‘recent developments’,
exposed cricket’s inextricable, worrying link with subconti-
nental politics. That the BCCL is yet to offer a proper explana-
tion for Rahman'’s ouster—despite the IPL allowing Bangla-
deshi players at the auction—beggars belief. The answers may
not be forthcoming. While Bangladesh opted to pull out when
their demand to play elsewhere was not met, the fallout was
brutal—Scotland were brought in in their stead.

With the International Cricket Council headed by Jay
Shah, former BCCI secretary, this was not an unexpected
outcome. The ICC did arrange a few meetings to convince the
Bangladesh Cricket Board, but to no avail. A sad reality of
the time we live is that Bangladesh’s lack of commercial
leverage—millions of fans, but little sponsorship support—
also went against them. There are multiple reasons for the
ICC decision, but BCCI's financial clout is the foremost.
Meanwhile, the Asia bloc within the ICC—that former BCCI
president Jagmohan Dalmiya had built along with Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh—has become redundant.

With Pakistan spewing cricketing hostilities on and off the
field, and now Bangladesh grumbling about unfairness, the
lopsidedness of cricketing power in the subcontinent is made
even more apparent. This is not a forward stride for the sport
of cricket. Ata time when other sports are continuously seek-
ing newer pastures for growth, cricket is continuing to look
in, gatekeeping at the say-so of a few elite nations.
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and today’s adversaries

selectively cooperative—the
coming together of India and the Euro-
pean Union carries particular signifi-
cance. The convergence of two mature
political systems, each accustomed
to strategic restraint and long-term
calculation, is not incidental.

That the EU leadership has been invit-
ed as a collective to India’s Republic
Day—an invitation New Delhi extends
with deliberate care—signals a mutual
recognition that stability, reliability and
strategic autonomy are emerging as val-
ued currencies in an uncertain world.
The leaders’ presence should be read less
as ceremonial symbolism and more as a
reflection of converging strategic com-
pulsions. This convergence is not driven
by ideological alignment or historical in-
timacy, but by necessity—economic, geo-
political and systemic—on both sides.

India today operates in a far more frag-
mented global environment than even a
decade ago. Its strategic engagements
across regions remain active, but increas-
ingly constrained by competing priorities
and structural limits. Russia continues to
be significant for India, not as an ideologi-
cal partner, but as a critical defence sup-
plier and a long-standing balancer in the
China equation. Even as India diversifies
defence procurement, the depth and lega-
cy of this relationship cannot be wished
away without incurring strategic risk.

West Asia, meanwhile, presents a dif-
ferent complexity. India has successfully
built parallel relationships with compet-
ing regional actors—Israel, Iran, Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and Qatar: This balanc-
ing act has served Indian interests well,
but it also limits the scope for deeper
strategic alignment with any single re-
gional bloc. West Asia is an arena of en-
gagement, notanchorage, and it's chang-
ing at a dynamic speed The challenge
thrown up by the issue regarding the
Gaza Board of Peace exemplifies the
type of complex choices India faces.

In the Indo-Pacific, the picture is sub-
tly changing. While the region remains
central to India’s maritime and econom-
ic interests, the US itself appears to be
recalibrating its threat perception, par-
ticularly with regard to China. Strate-
gic signalling has softened, emphasis
has shifted toward risk management
rather than confrontation, and the ur-
gency that once amplified India’s stra-
tegic value in this theatre has somewhat

CONVERGENCE
BY NECESSITY, NOT
CONVENIENCE

LT GEN SYED 1
ATA HASNAIN

diluted. India remains important—but
less indispensable than before.

It is against this backdrop that Eu-
rope acquires renewed relevance.

For India, the EU represents a rare
strategic space where cooperation is
possible without intense competition or
coercive alignment. The EU is not seek-
ing military alliances in Asia, nor is it
attempting to draw India into zero-sum
geopolitical contests. Its interests lie
primarily in economic security, techno-
logical resilience, supply chain diversi-
fication, climate transitions and rule-
based stability—all areas where India’s
rise complements European needs.

From Europe’s perspective, the attrac-
tion is equally pragmatic. The EU today
faces a prolonged security crisis in its east-
ernneighbourhood, uncertainty about the
long-term reliability of Americansecurity

tees, and an uncomfortable depend-
ence on China across critical economic

Former Commander, Srinagar-based 15 Corps:
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sectors. India offers Europe scale, market
depth, skilled manpower, democratic le-
gitimacy and strategic autonomy—with-
out the unpredictability that increasingly
characterises other major powers.

This makes India-EU convergence fun-
damentally different from India’s en-
gagements elsewhere. It is non-adversar-
ial, non-hierarchical and structurally
compatible. That said, the relationship
cannot be understood purely through
the EU as a monolithic entity. Individual
European countries—France, Germany,
Italy, Spain and the Netherlands among
them—enjoy deep, mature and often
highly productive bilateral relationships
with India. In defence, energy, technolo-
gy, education and innovation, these ties
have advanced far more rapidly than In-
dia’s engagement with EU institutions.

This creates a paradox. The cumula-
tive weight of India’s bilateral relation-
ships with European states is often

may sometimes lack. Any serious India-
EU strategic partnership must therefore
acknowledge that the whole does not au-
tomatically exceed the sum of its parts.

The challenge—and opportunity—for
India lies in leveraging strong bilateral
ties to shape a coherent engagement with
the EU without allowing institutional in-
ertia or normative overreach to dilute
outcomes. Europe’s regulatory instincts
on trade, climate, data and labour will
continue to create friction with India’s
developmental imperatives. These differ-
ences are structural and should not be
disguised. Strategic partnership does not
require uniformity of worldview; a broad
convergence can allow the process to
progress. A broad understanding of mu-
tual recognition of constraints and com-
plementarities remains very helpful.

The EU’s stance on Gaza closely mir-
rors India’s own cautious approach. Both
support humanitarian stabilisation and
reconstruction, yet remain wary of ad
hoc mechanisms that risk diluting mul-
tilateral legitimacy. In distancing them-
selves from the proposed Peace Board
while backing broader relief, India and
the EU demonstrate a shared instinet:
commitment to outcomes without com-
promising institutional credibility.

Economically, convergence is already
visible. Europe seeks trusted manufactur-
ing partners, resilient supply chains, and
alternatives to excessive China depend-
ence. India seeks technology, investment,
and market access to sustain growth and
industrial transformation. Negotiations
on the Trade and Investment Agreement,
though complex, must be viewed as a stra-
tegic economic exercise rather than justa
narrow commercial bargain.

Politically, both sides share an interest
in preserving strategic autonomy in an
increasingly polarised world. Neither In-
dia nor the EU is comfortable with rigid
blocs or binary choices. This shared dis-
comfort may yet prove to be the strongest
foundation for the partnership.

The Republic Day visit, therefore, is best
understood not as a culmination, but as a
way point. It signals Europe’s recognition
of emerging India as a stabilising global
actor; and India’s willingness to engage Eu-
rope as a strategic entity. The convergence
stands out precisely because it offers coop-
eration without compulsion. That, in to-
day’s strategic environment, is no small
advantage. (Views are personal)

(atahasnain@gmail.com)

CAN Al HELP INDIA BREATHE EASIER?

IR pollution in India is not
only a cause for episodic pan-
ic; it is a systemic failure
whose costs are staggering—
in lost lives, lost productivity,
rising healthcare expenditure
and irreversible damage to
children’s cognitive development. And
despite decades of regulation, monitor-
ing stations and court orders, the out-
comes remain grim.

The uncomfortable truth is that we
are trying to solve a 21st-century prob-
lem with 20th-century tools. This is
where artificial intelligence-led tech-
nology can offer India not a miracle
cure, but something far more valua-
ble—governance intelligence at scale.

India’s pollution control architecture
suffers from three structural weakness-
es. First, data poverty masquerading as
data abundance. Most cities rely on a
handful of regulatory-grade monitoring
stations to represent millions of people.
These stations are sparse and often pro-
vide averages that hide hyperlocal reali-
ties. Pollution does not distribute evenly.
A school near a traffic junction, a con-
struction site or an industrial boundary
may experience pollution levels several
times higher than a city-wide average.

Second, reactive enforcement. Action is
triggered only after pollution crosses
thresholds. By the time bans are imposed,
the damage is already done. Pollution con-
trol boards act like post-mortem examin-
ers rather than preventive physicians.

Third, institutional silos. Transport
departments do not speak to health de-
partments; urban local bodies lack real-
time feedback loops; citizens remain
passive recipients of advisories rather
than active participants in solutions.
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ABRIDGE TOO FAR

NE would think that a country perennially facing infra-

structure inadequacy would treasure what it has built. But

years of crumbling bridges and potholed roads have belied
the hope that we can ensure such care for precious new con-
structions. But when a 60-foot, 30-tonne iron bridge gets ‘stolen’
overnight, we must admit that our sense of looking after public
goods is glaringly absent. This is true for the administration,
which in Chhattisgarh’s Korba could not ensure the bridge’s
safety or the quick capture of the culprits, as well as the public,
who could not stay vigilant enough to stop the theft of the 40-
year-old structure that was meticulously dismantled and carted
off. If the value of common goods is not inculcated at an early
age, individual greed will always be able to hoodwink the law.

Al-led directly address all
three failures. Hyperlocal sensing using
low-cost, calibrated sensors allows pol-
lution to be mapped at street, ward and
neighbourhood levels—sometimes down
to a few hundred metres. When com-
bined with Al-driven calibration, sensor
fusion and anomaly detection, these net-
works can achieve accuracy that is deci-
sion-grade, not merely indicative,

But sensing alone is insufficient. The
real leap comes from predictive intelli-
gence. Al models trained on historical
pollution data, weather patterns, traffic
flows, industrial activity and land-use
changes can forecast pollution spikes
days in advance. This allows city ad-
ministrators to act before air quality

%) il
PRAVIN KAUSHAL — Founderof RaastaFixand memberof Govemment
P~ Liaison Task Force at {IT Kharagpur whois working on

scheduling construction, modifying in-
dustrial operations or issuing targeted
health advisories.

One of the least discussed advantag-
es of Al is its ability to depoliticise en-
forcement. When pollution hotspots are
algorithmically identified, violations
can no longer hide behind averages or
excuses. Construction sites exceeding
dust thresholds, industries breaching
emission norms, or roads generating
abnormal particulate levels become
visible in real time.

Artificial intelligence can fill gaps in
anti-pollution efforts by providing
predictive tools and corrective
mechanisms. Trained on Indian
e data, Al-enabled systems an
provide hyperlocal and national
environmental intelligence. The
tech exists, but political will is
needed to stitch it together at scale

Al-enabled dashboards can automati-
cally trigger inspections, fines, or cor-
rective actions—reducing discretion,
delay and rent-seeking. Over time, this
creates a culture where compliance is
cheaper than violation.

For municipal bodies struggling with
manpower constraints, this is critical.
AT does not replace officials; it ampli-
fies their reach.

Air pollution is not only a regulatory
problemy; it is a civic one. Alled platforms
can democratise access to environmental
intelligence. Citizens can receive personal-
ised exposure advisories based on local air

salable solutions to salve India's air pollution

on cleaner air pathways. Parents can make
informed decisions about outdoor activities
for children; patients with respiratory ill-
nesses can plan their day with precision.

More importantly, citizens can be-
come sensors and stakeholders, not just
sufferers. Crowdsourced data, griev-
ance reporting, and behavioral nudg-
es—powered by Al—create feedback
loops that strengthen governance rath-
er than weaken it. This is where tech-
nology meets trust.

The biggest gains from Al-led pollution
control may lie outside the environment
department. Health systems can antici-
pate spikes in respiratory admissions.
Schools can adjust schedules proactively.
Employers can redesign work hours dur-
ing high-exposure periods. Insurers can
price risk more accurately and incentiv-
ise preventive behaviour:

Cleaner air is not a luxury—it is a
productivity multiplier: Even marginal
reductions in pollution translate into
billions saved in healthcare costs and
lost workdays. Al enables these cross-
sector linkages by acting as a shared
intelligence layer across government.

India does not lack pilots; it lacks plat-
forms. Across the country, innovative
pollution-tech solutions exist—some
built by startups, some by academic in-
stitutions, some by civic entrepreneurs.
But they remain fragmented, localised
and often dependent on individual cham-
pions. What India needs is a national en-
vironmental intelligence backbone—in-
teroperable, open and scalable—where
states, cities and agencies plug in. Just as
digital public infrastructure transformed
payments and identity, environmental
intelligence must become a public good.

Crucially, this system must be Indian
by design—trained on Indian data,
adapted to Indian urban forms and gov-
erned by Indian institutions. Outsourc-
ing our environmental intelligence
would be as dangerous as outsourcing
our defence intelligence.

Al cannot substitute hard decisions
on urban planning, energy transition
or public transport. But it can remove
excuses and make inaction a choice.
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Responsible journalism

Ref: Aadhaar-less pregnant Telangana
woman's endless search for hospital care
(Jan 24). This newspaper's report on the
plight of Ubidi Rekha, a pregnant 23-year-
old, was timely. It prompted the CM's office
taintervene, and led the Government
General Hospital to assure treatment and
care for childbirth. | laud the newspaper for
Its impactful and responsible journalism.
Anand Mohan, Hyderabad

Dikshitar’s diversity

Ref: Shankarabharanam's grace (Jan 26).
Muthuswamy Dikshitar had also composed
Nottu Swaras in raag Shankarabharanam
based on Western compositions, using

the C Major scale. The compositions were
influenced by military band music Dikshitar
had heard during the colonial days. An
‘English Note' in this raag was popularised
by the legendary Madurai Mani lyer.
NRama Rao, emalil

Chronicler’s passing

Ref: Tully, who saw India grow as a nation,
dies at 90 (Jan 26). In Mark Tully's death, we
have lost an erudite and passionate writer,
perhaps one of the last few of the past
generation. He wrote extensively on India in
apure chronicler's style that deeply touched
the Indian conscience.

Sanath Kumar T S, Thrissur

Next Nobel

Ref: Trumpism triumphs multilateralism
(Jan 25). Donald Trump has a quixotic habit
of imposing tariffs on countries as if he is
the monarch of all he surveys. It remains to
be seen whether he will impose tariff

on Norway or sanction the Norwegian
Nobel Committee if the next Peace Prize

is not awarded to him.

(6 Kuriakose, Kothamangalam

UPSC help

Ref: Budget 2026 must Trump-proof India’s
economy (Jan 25). As an UPSC interview
candidate, | found the suggestions in the
article new and inspiring. It will help me in
my preparation. So | wanted to convey my
sincere thanks for the amazing article.
Monishka K, email

Individual values

Ref: Mumbai professor killed at platform
for trivial argument (Jan 26). While the
administrative lacunae need filling, it is
also crucial to introspect as humans on our
plummeting values. Playing blame games
only leads to denial. Real solutions must
begin at the individual level.
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Brain drain of a different kind is happening globally |

ike the rest of the develop-
Ling nations hitched on to

the globalisation band-
wagon, India found itself as part
of the transnational group which
had its own rhythm and language
to direct how its citizens should
be leading their lives. Of course,
the technological transfer and
seamless merger with bigger na-
tions who found India valuable
and attractive made an entire gen-
eration adapt to varied lifestyles
which ultimately began taking its
toll. What was considered impos-
sible given the complex nature
of Indian society, was suddenly
face-to-face with a whole new set
of young corporate employees,
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many severe neurological issues.
Reduced sleeping hours is still
considered a badge to be worn
with pride in a few sections of the
corporate world. This has been
proven many times that it is far
from the truth. As a University of
Pittsburgh neurologist recently
wrote; Among all forms of rest,
sleep is the most powerful. Sleep
is the brain’s night shift. While
you rest, the brain takes out the
trash through a specla] nleanup
system called the glympk

system.

And importantly, sleep is when
essential repair work happens.
Growth hormone surges during
deep sleep, supporting tissue re-

and strengthen their activity.
During REM sleep, the stage of
sleep linked to dreaming, the
brain replays patterns from the
day to consolidate memories. This
process is critical not only for cog-
nitive skills like learning an instru-
ment but also for physical skills
like mastering a move in sports.
On the other hand, chronic sleep
deprivation impairs attention, dis-
rupts decision-making and alters
the hormones that regulate appe-
tite and bolism. This is why
fatigue drives sugar cravings and
late-night snacking. Sleep is not
an optional wellness practice. It is
a biological requirement for brain
performance. It might come as

responds to training in much the
same way as our muscles, even
though most of us never think
about it that way. Clear thinking,
focus, creativity and good judg-
ment are built through challenge,
when the brain is asked to stretch
beyond routine rather than run
on autopilot.

‘That slight mental discomfort
is often the sign that the brain is
being trained. Think about walk-
ing the same loop through a local
park every day. Your senses are
alert. You notice the hills, trees
and the changing light. But after a
few loops, your brain checks out.
You start planning dinner, reply-
ing to emails or running through

feels good, but your brain is no
longer being challenged. Routine
feels comfortable, but comfort
and familiarity do not build

new brain connections. Various
studies put out on this subject in
our country have graphic details
about how sleeplessness and
overworked brains have wreaked
havoc on public health, i
among the young who constitute
more than 65 per cent of Indian
population today. What will we
expect if we have the so-called
‘demographic dividend’ laden
with psychosomatic issues take
over critical areas of our lives.
Should we not raise awareness
levels immediately on this serious

Voting against UNHRC sending
mixed signals

PROPOS “Indias vote against UNHRC is incompre-
ensible” (THI, Jan 26). The editorial raises a valid
concern about India’s vote against the UN Human Rights
Council resolution on Irars crackdown on protests. While
the gwemmems stance likely stems from principles of
non-i ignty and avoiding selective mech-
anisms—in addition to bilateral ties with Tehran—such
positions can sometimes appear at odds with Indias own
advocacy for human rights and democratic values else-
where. It risks sending mixed signals on our commitment
to universal principles. A balanced way forward would be
for the Ministry of External Affairs to explain these deci-
sions more transparently, through statements that high-
light both our principled objections and continued sup-
port for dialogue on nghrs issues. T}us cuuld help maintain

who battled depression, stress and  pair, while immune cells regroup  a surprise to learn that the brain your to-do list. The walk still matter? ibility without spac
TA Mylenu. Coxmbalore64l402
oge India needs Iran’s support
Politics of Advocates: NEE[I for restoration of democratic OVETNONCE  7ouvezee
T is with reference to the editorial page article “India
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tion of women in legal leader-
ship.

Can they reduce the fee?
Elections are being held
under new guidelines to curb
malpractices and ensure fair-
ness. Towards this, the Supreme
Court has proposed that elec-
tions be overseen by independ-
ent panels headed by retired
High Court judges to ensure
transparency and increase in-
clusivity. In fact, the court re-
ccmly ordered a reduction in

feature of 2026 will be the

focus on elections to vari-
ous Bar Associations and State
Bar Councils following a series
of Supreme Court mandates
aimed at restoring democratic
governance and implementing
significant  electoral ~ reforms
and transparency.

The primary reasons for
these elections and the current
scrutiny include the mandated
‘Restoration  of Democratic
Governance. Many State Bar
Councils have not held elec-
tions for years—in some cases,
decades—leading to the inter-
vention of the Supreme Court,
which ordered all State Bar
Councils to hold elections by
a set deadline. The recent rul-
ings specifically targeted states
like Telangana, where the court
sought completion of elections
by January 31 and ensured the
end of all unauthorised ten-
ure extensions. It directed that
elections to the Bar Council of
Punjab and Haryana be held by
April 30.

30% women's quota:

A landmark reform in the
2026 election cycle is the Su-
preme Court’s directive to en-
sure 30 per cent reservation for
women across State Bar Coun-
cils. This move aims to address
the historically low representa-

fee for specially-
abled advocates from@1.25 lakh
to B15,000.

One bar One yote:

This principle is strictly en-
forced to prevent advocates
from voting in numerous as-
sociations, ensuring that only
regular practitioners of a spe-
cific court influence its leader-
ship, while BCI rules that were
amended late last year bars
candidates with two or more
serious pending criminal cases
from contesting.

Court's directions:

The  high-powered  Elec-
tion Supervisory Committee,
headed by Justice Sudhanshu
Dhulia, former judge of the
Supreme Court of India, will
oversee the process after taking
into consideration views of all
stakeholders.

The Committee shall con-
sider the viewpoints of the Bar
Council of India and State Bar
Councils before issuing appro-
priate directions. The 30 per
cent reservation for women
members shall come into ef-
fect from the ensuing elections
to the Bar Council of Punjab &
Haryana. Tt also requested the
Attorney General of India to
intervene and assist the court
on the issue of enhancing the
strength of State Bar Councils.
The BCI has been directed to

——

supply a soft copy of the com-
plete paper book and all previ-
ous orders to the offices of the
Attorney General for India and
the Additional Solicitor Gener-

ciation. These points need to be
pondered and deeply debated.

Supervisory Committee:
« In a writ petition instituted

al. They are to list the main writ under Article 32 of the Consti-
peulmn along w»lh pendmg tution of India, raising issues
for the ioning of

further ]mmng on February 6. the Bar Councils, transparency
inelectoral processes, and repre-

Democratic governance: sentation of women advocates in

It is sad that lawyers, who
know the Constitution of In-
dia and the law, must go to
the Supreme Court to restore
democratic governance and im-
plement significant electoral re-
forms in Bar elections, In such
a scenario, how can they help
in general ¢lections to uphold
the democratic governance in
India? We need to reform the
elections to the Bar Association
to uphold the standards of ad-
vocates and democratic func-
tioning.

There are many problems
that clients face. Do we need
‘reservations’ for the intellec-
tual among wisemen? What are
the critical issues in the Telan-
gana Bar Association elections?
Similarly, some of the clever
clients are causing mischief and
sometimes commit scandals,
How to stop them. What is the
duty of a contesting member of
the Central Bar Council and the
states? What are the differences
between members of the Na-
tional Bar Council and the State
Council? And the difference be-
tween the Council and the asso

elected bodies.

Regulatory functions:
Hections are fundamental
to the Bar Council of India and
State Bar Councils because these
bodies:
(a) Regulate the profession:
They set standards for profes-
sional conduct and legal educa-
tion,
(b) Protect rights: They safe-
guard the privileges and interests
ofadvocates and manage welfare
funds.
() Discipli

in general elections by:

Legal literacy: Educating the
public on the sanctity of the
vote and the implications of the
“One bar One vote” principle as
a microcosm for “One person
One vote!”

Election monitoring: Acting
as observers and filing PILs to
check electoral malpractices.
Integrity screening: By strictly
following the 2025 BCI amend-
ments (disqualifying candidates
with serious criminal cases),
they set a higher ethical stand-
ard that challenges the “crimi-
nalization of politics™ in general
elections.

2. Standards of advocates
and dient problems:

The restoration of the Bar
elections directly impacts cli-
ents. A functioning Council
ensures:

Accountability: Clients cur-
rently suffer when Bar Councils
are in ‘extension mode” be-
cause disciplinary committees
often become dormant. Timely
clections reactivate these com-
mittees to hear complaints of
misappropriation o profes-
sional negligence.

Professionalism: Higher entry
barriers and strict ethical codes
for Bar contestants (as reiterat-
ed this month by the SC) ensure
that the lewdmhnp consists of

Elected members form commit-
tees to handle disciplinary mat-
ters involving lawyers,

One should raise a poignant
point and answer: the “lawyers
of the law” needing the Supreme
Courts intervention to uphold
their own democratic processes
isindeed a paradox.

1. Lawyers and
general elections:

Lawyers are the primary
“guardians of the Constitution.”
Beyond their own Bar, they can
uphold democratic governance

dividuals who respect the rule
of law, ultimately protecting the
client from “clever but unscru-
pulous” practitioners,

gana specifics:

The SC noted that out of 441
clected members across 18
councils, only nine were women
(barely two per cent). This isn't
just about “wisdom”; it's about
representation in a profession
that governs diverse citizens.

Critical issues in TG:
The January 31 deadline: The

K S Vyas-The lion that roared till te last breath

January 27 (1993) marks the 1974 IPS Batch officer's martyrdom

Dr Hyma Moorty

officer of the law you must

know how to work well
with others to uphold respect
for people and law, and to have
the mental, emotional and
physical capacity to serve your
people and the country. Hav-
ing a broad conceptual knowl-
edge of the agency you work
for is, of course, important, but
a strong, sincere officer should
always be aware of the details,
such as which person is best at
what type of assignments.

As a revered law enforce-
ment IPS officer, the late K
S Vyas mastered this skill to
build crucial  relationships
within the agency and the pub-
lic to enhance the performance
of the organisation and build
legitimacy.

From childhood he pos-
sessed this quality, whether
playing cricket, in  which
he was an all-rounder and
commanded his team to vic-
tory many a times, or playing
marbles with the boys of his
colony, pocketing all the mar-
bles and sending the opponent
empty-handed or at kite flying
where he was always the win-
ner. Everything was strategi-
cally planned before present-
ing material or an assignment
to a group or an individual.
He was ready with details and
a methodically evalved plan
that could answer all potential

IA’ you strive to become an

questions, Vyas believed that
demonstrating  attention to
detail sends a message to the
subordinates and those around
that their officer is equipped
to handle the issues at hand
and success is guaranteed. He
believed that effective com-
munication is important to
be understood. The ability to
communicate in a clear, con-
cise and most important con-
fident manner speaking with a
citizen, at a public event, they
must be able to deliver infor-
mation clearly, accurately and
effectively.

He strongly believed that a
police officer's duty is to pro-
tect and serve others. This
means they must also have
great respect for, and an under-
standing of, people of different
backgrounds, cultures, atti-
tudes, opinions and beliefs. An
officer must always be able to
work under pressure, maintain
composure and possess sound
judgement and decision-mak-
ing skills during times of need.

Vyas felt that an officer must
be able to reason, to weigh the
consequences, and to consider
alternatives before  deciding
on the most logical course of
action. Without sound judge-
ment, rationalisation and com-
posure, situations can escalate
and cost lives. Facing any situ-
ation in life with courage, for

Vyas, from his early teens, was
the most important of all vir-
tues because devoid of courage,
one cannot practice any other
virtue consistently.

One of the painful traumas
for any human being is the
tragic loss of loved anes. Los-
ing a loved one is never casy
and losing a loved one in tragic
circumstances can make the
grieving process even more
difficult.

When he was in his early
twenties, Vyas lost his eight-
year-old brother Uday Shanker,
the youngest of six siblings, the
one heloved the most, to brain
tumor. That was a day prior
to his TFS (Indian Forest Ser-
vice) exam. Despite being told
to stay home by his father, he
joined in the last rites, standing
next to his beloved father like a
rock. The next day he appeared
for the exam and succeeded
though later he appeared for
UPSC exam and opted for the

Indian Police Service. Nobody
can understand the ways of the
Creator. I wish he had contin-
ued in forest service, but who
can go against destiny? Some-
times you write your own des-
tiny, which was proved in his
case.

Policing for him was a
childhood dream. Becoming
a police officer is a competitive
feat. It takes one’s prime time,
For a person like him, admired
for his courage, commitment,

ing them to think outside the
box. People need to be praised,
appreciated and motivated in
public for a job done well so
that they continue pursuing
outstanding performance and
successfully scale goals. He
used to discover the strengths
of individuals and helped
them utilize those strengths,
thus increasing performance
and boosting their morale.
Putting people first was some-
thing that he couldn't overlook

ding achi and
with noble qualities practicing
the job can be risky at times,
Policing for him was not a ‘job’
it was a ‘calling! it was a way of
‘life.

A police officer who can
evolve and adapt to the ever-
changing times is an officer
that others want to emulate.
Vyas had the ability to evolve
and adapt and had a loyal fol-
lowing in the rank and file
because of this particular
trait. Being resourceful, clever
and innovative is particularly
important when it comes to
solving complex or tedious
projects. He could lead his
team creatively to accomplish
objectives despite potential
obstacles. He always had an
observant eye and recognized
the follower’s full potential
by maximizing their perfor-
mance skill sets and encourag-

and hing that he carried
to his grave. He believed that if
an officer is a people’s person
and remains humble, the of-
ficer’s role becomes exponen-
tially simpler.

Humor is perceived and
delivered differently by eve-
ryone, and Vyas was naturally
wittier than others around
him from childhood. This
social skill worked wonders
whenever executed in an ap-
propriate, timely manner. It
sparked enthusiasm, deliv-
ered an honest message in a
good-natured way, boosted
productivity, put people at
ease, brought teams together
and saw the lighter side of
a situation. He was not a big
man, but he had a big heart
that overflowed with love for
everyone around him. With
his wit and humor and warm-
hearted smile, he could illu-

ted the Telangana Bar
(‘ounc:ls request for exten-
sions, prioritising the end of
unauthorized tenures.
Verification  pretests:  The
court ruled that “verification of
advocates” cannot be used as an
excuse to delay polls.

Ethical scrutiny: Cases like
Rapolu Bhaskar highlight the
issue of cand.ldnles with many
criminal I

vote against UNHRC is incomprehensible”. By voting
against UNHRC's recent resolution condemning Iran for
its violent crackdown on public protest and extended in-
vestigative manda\e to prove the alleged violations, Indla
is dent standing in i
politics, which isa welcome decision. India has in the past
also voted against similar ‘country specific’ resolutions, fol-
lowing the principles of non-interference in internal affairs
of other nations. Moreover, India needs Iran’s goodwill to
maintain its interests in Chabahar port, which is critical
for India’s connectivity to Afghanistan and central Asia.
Meanwhlle Iran should fulfil human rights obligations and

to contest.

4. Addressing ‘clever’ clients
and scandals:

To stop “mischief-making”
clients who commit scandals
orabuse the legal process:
Section 35 of the Advocates
Act: Advocates have a duty to
restrain their clients from using

unfair practices.
Vexatious  litigation ~ Acts:

Courts can impose heavy costs
on clients who initiate “scandal-
ous” or fraudulent proceedings.
Bar Coundl Vigilance:
proactive Bar Council can is-
sue guidelines to advocates
on identifying and reporting
clients who attempt to use the
legal machinery for extortion
or fraud.

5. Duties of Contesting
Members

A member contesting for a
seal in the Bar Council (State
or Central) has several duties:
Regulatory: Establishing and
maintaining standards of pro-
fessional conductand etiquette.
Quasi-Judicial: Sitting on dis-
ciplinary committees to adju-

diately restore internet access, though the resolution
was opposed by seven nations, including India.
P Victor Selvaraj, Tirunelveli-627002

Pragmatism marks vote against UNHRC

DIAS vote against the UNHRC resolution on Iran is
rooted in a consistent diplomatic principle rather than
endorsement of any alleged human rights violations, New
Delhi has long opposed country-specific resolutions, ar-
guing that such measures are often selective, politicised,
and counter-productive. India maintains that naming and
shaming through targeted resolutions undermines state
sovereignty and weakens the credibility of the Human
Rights Council itself. It prefers dialogue, engagement and
cooperation as more effective tools for improving human
rights, instead of externally imposed investigative mecha-
nisms focused on individual states. The vote also reflects
New Delhi’s broader commitment to strategic autonomy,
ensuring its foreign policy decisions are not aligned auto-
matically with any geopolitical bloc. Additionally, India has
1mpomnt hnlaleral and regional interests with Iran, includ-
ing and energy The vote sig-

nals India’s independent judgment at | forums.
S Lakshmi, Hyderabad

Oppn must focus on human rights advocacy

HIS refers to your editorial ‘Indias vote against
UNHRC is incomprehensive. The Opposition has
sought to re-tailor Indias UNHRC vote into a moral in-
dictment of the government by selectively detaching it
from established foreign-policy practice. The narrative
belng pushed frames the vote as a depanult from India’s

dicate comp against peers.
Welfare: Managing funds for
the benefit of indigent or disa-
bled advocates.

Ethical: Disclosing assets, li-
abilities, and any pending

criminal cases (as per 2025-26

reforms),
(The writer is Advisor,
School of LnW, Mnhmdm

values, while conveniently ignoring India’s

long- s!nndmg scepndsm ul coumry specific resolutions

ing relies on moral

absuluﬂsm rather than msutuhonal context, ponmymg

as ethical ise. Media ampli-

fication further slmphﬁes the i issue intoa binary of rights
versus realpolitik,” erasin, TOSS

ernments, Notably, the Opposmon avoids acknowlcdgmg

that similar votes or abstentions were routine under ear-

lier administrations. The strategy thus hinges less on sub-

d)

minate any room on the dark-
est of days. A police officer
is an ordinary person facing
extraordinary circumstances
and acting with courage, hon-
our and self-sacrifice. Vyas
was recognized for his bray-
ery, professionalism and dedi-
cation. He touched the lives
of countless individuals and

families in ways that cannot .

be expressed by mere words.
He was the hero, of many, who
risked his life every day to
protect the world around him
and make it a better place to
live in. Bravery is not the ab-
sence of fear but action in the
face of fear. An everyday hero
is the one who is placed under
extraordinary circumstances
and acts with heroic qualities.
While lacking the talent of a
dassical hero, a police officer
exhibits courage, sound moral
judgement and selflessness in
the face of adversity. Often,
law officers place themselves
in harm$ way to protect our
society and, for the most part,
these acts go unnoticed and
unsung. The outpouring of
support and grief from soci-
ety and its leaders is a great
source of comfort to our law
enforcement family.

All cops for the selfless
acts they are willing to do are
de facto heroes, the Knights
in shining armour. In valour
there is hope for us all. It is the
greatest quality of mind next
to love. The martyred lion's
roar will continue to echo.

(The writer is the younger

sister of K S Vyas)

stantive h ights advocacy and more on converting
a complex multilateral decision into a domestic political
vulnerability for the government.

K R Venkata Narasinhan, Madurai

Temples as centres of spirituality

EMPLES and other pilgrimage centres should be
treated as centres of spirituality where people learn to
find ways to understand God. Although they are divine
destinations, many people are seeing them as tourist hubs.
‘The administrators should be given free hand to test the
spiritual knowledge and eagerness of devotees. One notices
that those without any sense of spirituality or devotion are
visiting temples and making them seem like tourist hubs
and business centres. This is one of the reasons why almost
all temples have reached saturation levels and are unable
to manage the huge turnout and serpentine queues. These
factors need to be looked into and duly addressed so that
the ‘genuing’ devotees can realise the purpose of their visits.

like appropriate darshan and getting divine blessings.
M Chandrasekhar, Kadapa

thehansreader@gmail.com

Raj Bhavan Chalo to save MGNREGA: Dy CM
BENGALURU: Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar
on Monday said Raj Bhavan Chalo would be organized
on Tuesday to save MGNREGA scheme. Speaking to
reporters at the KPCC office, he said, “Besides the Raj
Bhavan Chalo, a 5-km padayatra would be organized

in each taluk. Protests will be held at each panchayat
levels. It is shocking that the Centre is trying to destroy a
scheme like MGNREGA which came into being 20 years
ago under the leadership of Sonia Gandhiand Manmo-
han Singh. It guaranteed employment for rural people’
“We were to gherao the BJP party office, but we have
decided to do a Raj Bhavan Chalo instead. All legislators
must participate in this mandatorily. District in charge
ministers, legislators, panchayat members will partici-
pate in the padayatra along with MGNREGA beneficiar-

ies,” he added.
~ Read more at
https://epaper.thehansi
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Jobs as growth push

Employment should be the Budget’s central theme;
the key solution is a competitive economy

S THE GOVERNMENT stated in a press communique in Octo-
ber last year, “employment carries both economic and social
weight (and) higherjoblevels signal astronger economy, stimu-
late consumption, and fuel sustained growth”. This fits in well
with thefact thatatastructural level,the country,withits fast-risingwork-
ingage populationand lowdep yratio, is uniquely placed toleverag
potentially high jobs growth for economic advancement. However, the
much-vaunted demographic dividend is not yet being satisfactorily
realised,and a misalignment of the workforce with the needs of a rapidly
digitising economy is apparent. On the one hand, the future of work is
already here,with digital, artificial intelligence (Al),and green tech leading
the charge, but the labourmarket is constrained bya“skill gap”and“jobless
growth”remains a common refrain. This is a paradoxical situation.

To be sure, 7-8 million people enter the employment market every year,
and only a small fraction of them manage to get decent jobs. The demo-
graphicdividendwasbest tobe reaped in the early part of the second decade
of the millennium. Though this peak period is already behind us by overa
decade, thedividend continues tobe under-exploited. But thereis stillawin-
dowto take residual benefit of the country’syouthful demography, before it
closes in another two decades. On a cautionary note, unless job seekers
acquirethe nght specnahsed skillswhich potential employersarelookingfor,
theywillinc manifestt burden onthelabourmarket.

Goingbyofficial data, theemployment scenario,however, is not that grim.
Anecdotal evidence,and some of theindependent databases suggest other-
wise.According to the ministry of labourand employment,employmentrose
toover643 millionin2023-24 from475 millionin 2017-18.Also,in 2024~
25 itself, over 12.9 million net subscribers were added to the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation, more than double the additions in 2018-19,
signifying a high pace of employment formalisation. The Centre for Moni-
toring Indian Economy (CMIE),on the otherhand, has estimated the monthly
unemployment rate (UR)at 6.91%in December 2025, significantly higher
thanthe corresponding official Periodic Labour Force Survey figure of 4.8%,
thoughmethodologies of the twodo differ.Annual UR for 2024-25was esti-
mated by the CMIEat 8.07%.That official employment figuresinclude“self-
employment”withloworlittleincomeand“rising”employment in thefarm
sector cannot be glossed over. Contractwork s rising and accounts for42%
of the workforce in organised manufacturing. The phenomenal rise of the
gigworkforce—estimated to growfrom 10 millionin 2024-25to 23.5 mil-
lionby 2029-30—alsosupportsofficial data. The sectorindeed offers respite
to the young and desperate job seekers, but long working hours and wages
below minimum thresholds are the norm here.

Indeed, many job schemes have been rolled out in the last decade.
Instead of resting on its laurels, the government should employ policy
vehicles like the Budget more effectively to ensure that millions of well-
paying jobs are produced. High-value roles in Al, product design,and
finance should be complemented by new blue-collartech jobs,and remu-
nerative manufacturing and service-sector jobs in conventional sectors
with higher employment elasticity. Designing more schemes that could
prove to be unequal to the task may not be of much help. A more effica-
cious employment policywould be to take decisive steps that would make
the economy structurally more competition-driven.

Want that bargain
Rolex? Better act fast

TIME'S UPFOR the slumpi in second hand watchvalues.

Afterfivey ices forused timepi ilyonthe
upswing, I d conti 3 watch
prices rising and equity markets melting up. While there’s a good chance of the for-
mer, thelatterlooks less certain.

Therollercoasterin. secondary marketwatch pricesstarted during the: pandemic,
when
pre-loved models onhne But the bubble burstin spring of 2022 as Bxlonm slumped

rowed to fuel
Bloomberg Subdial Watch Index, which is based on the 50 most-traded tlmepleces
by transactionvalue, has reached its highest level in more than twoyears.

This inflection point reflects the trend in the cost of new timepieces. Tariffs have
forced: raise puu.a inthe US,wi h dj g them globally.
RolexSAjoinedinthi 69 ion.As pricesclimb, more
buyers are turning to the secondary market, where — aside from the top three pri-
vately held names: Patek Philippe, Rolex,and Audemars Piguet — most brands trade
below retail. Add in the Bitcoin rally and the fact that global equities set a record in
202 5 and it’s little wonder that secondary prices rose 4.9%in 2025.

recovery’ bebroaderthanthei we saw earlierin
2025 At that point, |ncreases were led by Patek Phlhppe Rolex, Cie Fmanclere
SA’sCartier ch GroupAG’s Omega,

for other names. But in the final quarter, they gained for 21 of the 35 brands tracked
by Morgan Stanley and WatchCharts.

Charging more played a part. But the volume sold also
increased, with demand spread across brands and geogra-
phies, parLicu]ar_ly the US and the Middle East. Strategic

that helped Cartier become Gen-Z's favomc timepiece by
relaunching Jaeger-LeCoultre’s best-known model, the
Reverso,and it may be working.

Can the recovery in the secondary market be sustained?
That new watches are getting more expensive is one factor

ANDREA

FELSTED thatcould il -handvalues While
the tariff-related hikes shouldn’t be repeated this year —

witzerland’slevy fell itive 39%to15%in Novem-

ber— eescalatingc iciergoldand

N THE SPAN of a few years, what
was once considered a novel pro-
ductivityaid for programmers has
evolved into something far more
consequential—a generativearti-
ficial intelligence (GenAlI) system capa-
ble of producing real, production-grade
code. The leaders of some of the world’s

TECHPROOF EXPRESS
COMPANIES THAT SUCCEED WILL BE THOSE WHICH RECOGNISE THAT CODE, BY ITSELF, IS NO LONGER THE PRODUCT

Correcting code written by GenAl

SIDDHARTH PAI

Technology consultant and venture capitalist
By invitation

largest software p have pub-
liclyacknowledged this transformation.
Microsoft’s CEO has noted that between
20-30% of the code in certain parts of
the company’s repositories is now gene-
rated byAl tools.Google’s leadership has
shared similar estimates, placing Al-
generated code at over a quarter of its
new codebase. Meta has gone even furt-
her, suggesting that within a relatively
short time, generative systems could be
responsible for half of its coding output,
particularly inareas connected toits lan-

will always produce the same outputs.
Di inistic i i it
to trust in computing. It enables engi-
neers to debug systematically, allows
systems to be tested exhaustively, and
supports compliance regimes in regu-
lated industries. Determinism ensures
that software systems are predictable
and transparent, qualities that are criti-
calwhen the software is responsible for
financial transactions, healthcare data,

yob-
servers and CTOs now forecast that by
the end of this decade, a significant maj-
ority of the code written inside large en-
gineering organisations may originate
from orbe heavily shaped by Al systems.
These figures are not just technical
trivia. They represent a tectonic shift in
howsoftwareiswrittenand bywhom.In
place of painstakingly crafted logic by
human developers,much of today’s code
is now co-authored by AL But this shift
is not a simple story of automation. It
introduces an entire new layer of engi-
neering complexity—one that demands
oversight, correction, and contextual
intelligence. As GenAl takes over more
of theinitial coding effort,a newclass of
coders is emerging—engineers whose
primary job is not to write code from
scratch, but to vet, validate, and refine
what the Al has produced.
Tounderstand why this role is neces-
sary,one mustappreciate the difference
between producing code and ensuring
its correctness. A defining principle of
reliable software is determinism—the
property thata program,when giventhe

under -ondition:

or mission-critical infrastructure.
GenAlhowever, operates on adiffer-
entlogic. Tti

This is where the new coder enters
thescene.Instead of writing every funct-
ion by hand, this engineer works to en-
sure that what the Al generates actually
does what it is supposed to do—and
nothing else. This involves more than
testing individual functions. It requires
writing comprehensive test suites, per-
forming code reviews with an eye for
logical consistency, and integrating
formal methods where needed. These
methods might include model check-
ing,symbolicexecution,and even math-

ematical proofs,especially

not deterministic. These

forsy correct-

@ PROSPERITY FOR ALL

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen

A successful India makes the world more stable,
prosperous, and secure. And we all benefit

Without this kind of provenance, debug-
ging and liability attribution become
nearly impossible, and regulatory com-
pliance may be jeopardised.

The growing reliance on GenAl in
coding also raises strategic implications
forsoftware engineering organisations.
For firms that have historically built
their business models on labour-inten-
sive codingwork, theautomation of that
labour poses an existential question.
IndianITservices firms, in particular,are
at a crossroads. The category of low-
level, repetitive coding work—which
once formed a significant part of their
export revenue—is rapidly being
absorbed by Al Competing onvolume or
cost efficiency in this domain will
become increasingly unsustainable.

But this doesnotmean obsolescence.
Onthe contrary, Indian ITservices firms
have a timely opportunity to reposition
themselves as specialists in Al code gov-
ernance, reliability engineering, and
software validation. By investing in cap-
abilities around deterministic verifica-
tion, prompt engineering, model audit-
ing, and comphance tooling, they can

models generate code by ~ For firms that have  ness must be guaranteed
learning fromvastlibraries  built their business  under all conditions. In
of textand code, identify-  models on labour- ~ many cases, this work will
ingstatistical patterns,and s N " be more i de-
predicting likely next piec- intensive c°d_mg manding than writing the
esofcodebasedonprompt  work, automation of  original code, because it
input.Thisisnot basedon  that labour poses an  involves understanding
logical,deterministiccode, existential quesn'on both the outputand theli-

which is howa human wo-

mitations of the generati-

uld produce code. The res-
ultis code thatoften works but lacks gu-
arantees. Even small changes in prompts
or random seeds can result in different
code, and the models themselves have
nointernal concept of correctness. They
cannot reason logical]y orunderstand
program intent in the way a human
does.Theresultisa bcdyof codethatcan

vemodel that it.
Auditability is another major con-
cern. In many industries, particularly
those involving safety, regulation, or
public accountability, code must be
traceable. When a human writes code,
the intent behind each decision can be
captured in design documents, commit
logs, orin-line comments.When code is

look polished and alid,but

which may contain semantic errors,
edge-case vulnerabilities, performance
bottlenecks, or security flaws. Worse,
these flaws may not be visible until the
codeis deployed in the real world oper-

ating under

by an Al system, that trail
ruct. Tomain-

deliver hij hatsitatop
the Al-generated code layer. These firms
canalso build integrated platforms that
combme GenAl with verification tools
tonotjust, ode
quickly, but to also do so in a way that is
provably correct and auditable.

The companies that succeed in this
new environment will be those that
recognise that code, by itself, is no
lnnger the product. Trustworthy code—

dable,verifiable, rep
is the new deliverable. Indian engineer-
ing talent, with its scale, systems
expertise,and ability toadapt quickly to
global shifts, is well-positioned to play
a ip role in this transition. But

tain audxtabllxty, engineers will need to
record the full context of code genera-
tion—what model was used, with what
prompt, under what configuration,and
with what subsequent modifications.

it will require a shift in mindset—from
code as craft to code as consequence,
where the value lies not in how quickly
software is written, but in how rigor-
ously it is made to work.

The US, India and the world

While Trump and his followers have upended

NIRVIKAR SINGH

Professor of Economics, University
of California, Santa Cruz

80 years of global order, India could back up its
ideals in ways that it lacked the capacity for earlier

VERY FEW PEOPLE alive now will have
experienced and evaluated the full hor-
rorsof World War 2. US President Donald
Trump was born the year after the war’s
end and grew up in a world where US
leadership was clear to everyone, in the
West at least. The horrors of the war led
tothe formation of asetof international
institutions where US leadership was
also front and centre. The US helped to
rebuild Western Europe and Japan, and,
while pursuing its own strategic interests
and ideological leanings, laid the
groundwork for a period of remarkable
growth in Western Europe and many
parts of East Asia. Strategicand ideolog-
ical competition with the Soviet Union
and China, and some imperialistic ten-
dencies of its own, led the US into trans-
gressing its own idealson multiple occa-
sions, but those ideals remained strong,
leading to significant improvements in
civil rights and openness to immigrants
of many types.

It is truly remarkable how quickly
Trumpand his collaborators and follow-
ers have upended 80 years of progress
and global order. Neither progress nor
orderwere perfect,but ina larger histor-
ical perspective, they were unusual. The
barbarism of the US Department of
Homeland Security’s immigration
actions, which are leading

the dollar’s weakening against the Swiss Franc, which means they must sell more
watches in the US orraise prices
There arealso some quirks of the market that might contnbute to keeping prices
and! mmresthlgh.Take Cartiers 5! Panthere, ,which hasled the vogue forsmaller, mostly
dels,such as Rolex’s 26mm
ive Rolex can be picked

gold, t Its popularityis h other:
Lady Datejust,which was di in2015.Thedi
up foraround half the price ofa similarnewstyle.

For watchmakers, a stronger secondary market is a double-edged sword. While
price increases are a good indication of brand desirability, consumers buying used
models siphons sales away from new releases. One way to counter that trend is for
watchmakers to move into the resale business themselves, as Rolex has done. Sales
through its so-called Certified Pre-Owned Program exceeded $500 millionin 2025,
up from $319 million in 2024, according to Morgan Stanleyand WatchCharts.

still, the strength of the used market ile.Whilea fresh pat has
been avoided, the ]oltsto stor_ks and bonds last week are a reminder that buyers con—

fidencecan quickly ec
the h hoth:

years ago,when many bougbt

tothe killing and brutalisation of US cit-
izens as well as immigrants would have
beenalmost unthinkablea fewyearsago.

The fact that these actions are regularly
herished ¢ right:
and are accompamed bya disregard for,
even hostility to, the truth, is unprece-
dented in recent decades in the US. Vot~
ing rights, fair electoral representation,
and the integrity of electoral processes
areallbeingundermined, oftenwith the
complicity of the US Supreme Court. in
2020, the fact that states

ber that the kind of ph

that the USis experiencing are driven by
the creation of alternate “realities” with
littleorno connectionto the factsonthe
ground. Trump’sadvisor, Kellyanne Con-
way, coined the term “alternative facts”

two days after his first i maugu.rauon to
justify blatant g to

diversityand op this particular
juncture in history would be welcomed
by many, not just in India.India suffered
invaders and conquerors, but also cre-
ated universities and curious travellers,
Itis notina position to finance the devel-
opment of other countries,bealeaderin
ing global rules, orwelcome large

such a perspective, the US-led global
orderand its many institu-

_—
had their own officials, hil tions of cooperation were
whose integrity stood asa While many not instruments  of
bulwark against Trump’s countries have progress that benefitted a
efforts to overturn the  peen treading the  largefractionof theworld’s
results of the presidential population, but simply the
election, has led to target- same, pth ,Of rest of the world taking
ing of individual states, to authoritarianism advantage of the US.Immi-
remove such checks and that the US is racing gration, trade,and interna-
ltzlalanc_ersh of decgntrtaljsa- down, India, despite ti.onaldm)er;té&n lare ;l!
ion. The mainstream . . viewe ugh thislensby
media, too, have been bul- itsown fallmgs} has Trump and his collabora-
lied or bought, while social seemed to hesitate  (orsand followers.
media titans have been  in rushing in that While India s still arel-

happy to accelerate the
productionofa1984-type

direction

atively poor country, the
current situation in the US

Orwellian

Theabove picture may seemalarmist,
but recallwhat happened in Germany in
the 1930s.A politics of grievance, scape-
goating, and propaganda quickly led to
the horrors of World War 2. It is surpris-
ing how Trump and those around him
have embraced this model so whole-
heartedly. Their grievances seem minor
compared to the problems of inter-war
Germany, but perhaps one has to

HE EDITOR

Mark Tully’s legacy

The passing of Mark Tully marks

the end of a rare chapter in Indian
journalism. At a time when reporting
often feels hurried and performative,
Tully belonged to a slower, more
demanding tradition—one that
valued listening over pronouncing,

aprofit.

vous about: overrpaymg
So,if you are contemplating investing in some serious wrist candy, there are still
some bargains to be had. But the clock s ticking.

ding over judging. For
generations of Indians, his voice on
the BBC was not foreign but familiar,
carrying reassurance rather than

drama. He reported India not as an
observer passing through, butas a
witness who returned repeatedly,
allowing places and people to reveal
themselves over time. That patience
earned him trust—in cities, in villages,
and especially in troubled regions
where credibility was a matter of
survival. In remembering Mark Tully,
we are reminded that journalism is not
merely about speed or volume, but
about humility, curiosity, and respect.
His legacy endures as a benchmark—

ives it an opportunity to
provide global leadership in ways that it
has aspired to ever since independence.
While many countries have been tread-
ing the same path of authoritarianism
that the USisracing down, India,despite
its own failings, has seemed to hesitate
in rushing in that direction. The coun-
try’ssize, heterogeneity,and some degree
of pluralistic traditions have helped
check authoritarianism. Embracing

one today's media should revisit.
—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Clearing the air

Apropos of "Right to breathe" (FE,
January 26), Delhi’s clearer skies after
recent rain are a welcome relief, but
they only underline how much we still
depend on weather instead of steady
policy action to control predictable
winter pollution. Practical steps that
can make a real difference include
better coordination with Punjab,

numbers of immigrants, but it canbe a
role model in many other ways, for a
world that is at risk of falling into chaos
and conflict.

World War 2 was the last stage of
European imperialism, and, while the
Cold Warera featured a different type of
great powercompetition, the USbecame
moreorlessahegemon forthe post-war
global order. Donald Trump and his col-
laborators have been dismantling that
order, and it is uncertain what will
replace it. Will it be a 1984-type world,
as they seem to be pursuing, or one
where truthand decency matter? Russia
and China made their own choices at
various pointsin the 20th century,ones
which were very different from India’s
choices in 1947. They will not change
easily. But India, including its global
diaspora, has an opportunity to back up
itsidealsinways thatitlacked the capac-
ity for in the decades after indepen-
dence. In India, backing up ideals is still
a choice that its people can make,
directly and through the leaders they
choose. The choices made can make a
difference for the whole world.

Haryana, and UP to curb stubble-
burning; promoting effective
composting methods; stricter
monitoring and dust-suppression
rules; accelerated rollout of electric
and CNG buses; and consistent
penalties for industries exceeding
emission norms. Firm, year-round
enforcement can turn clean airinto a
reliable right for every citizen.

—A Myilsami, Tamil Nadu
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SIR EVEN THE USA
HAY NOW BECOME
GREENLAND

India should mend ties
with Dhaka after polls

I:‘d.ia had decided quite some time ago that trying to build bridges with the

interim government in Bangladesh was not worth the trouble since
uhammad Yunus who heads the government was tasked with facilitat-

g the handing over of power to an elected government soon. Even so, it

was quite an extraordinary attack on Yunus that She

to address an event in the capital’s press club last week

Given the fact that the elections slated for February 12 are not far away,
allowing Hasina to speak up on her grievances over how her regime was top-
pled by forces operating from outside Bangladesh as well as in the country
where the student-led the violent uprising may not have been the most tem-
perate course towards mending ties with a nation with which India shares its
longest land border.

The way in which Hasina' s taped speech was faken to an audience carried the
signs of official Indian approval for her diatribe agamst the
banker who was handpicked by certain liberal forces in the USA to head the
government and restore peace: That he went way beyond his remit and played
politics in cavorting with extremist elements with a distinct anti-India bias
and allowing polls that will exclude the Awami League means India had all but
declared him persona non grata.

Hasina minced no words in describing Yunus, with “murderous fascist” per-
haps being the mildest of descriptions she had for an opportunist who had

Hasina was allowed

LETTERS

INDIA THRASH KIWIS

Modernise agriculture for

come to head a nation, albeit temporarily. The
The path to finding cyents in Bangladesh where law and order may
have broken down for there to be virtually a mur-
der a day of members of the mmorlty community

that new normal in
ties with Dhaka

a more prosperous India

India made a mockery of
the modest target of 154
set by New Zealand in the

may be that much y inspired confidence in Yunus’ abilities to 1 C
harder after ooine éafﬁf;hﬁf@nfﬁwmc ehange; of third T20I by blasting the
Hasina;stbexplosli’vui él‘gﬁe fthg legmmacgl ofthere%flm% :Vl];hd-‘Yunusas A first and critical mﬂ grrg&\:jclﬁ%e[ﬁn%uaml; runs in 10 overs, virtually
ol Ul i lef adviser was always In doul a saw no e v Vi a :
India’s apr::'oacl‘l reason to deal with it and there was never a ques- Chandraiit ::.w"ty 1S address reinforcing India’s leadership reducing the game to a
had alw. been to tion of the extradition request for Hasina being J 9 o t’dst rti in trop; 1 lient  T10. Surya Kumar Yadav
 always considered as there are humanitarian grounds on Baner'ee market distortions varieties. . bei th .
wait for an elected which it could be summarily refused. However, it ? J and strengthening Finally, India must signifi. ~ P€INY amMONg the runs Is a
government. is also true that India would have to deal with agricultural supply  cantly scale its presence in - good sign for India. With

Dhaka at some point to restore ties to find a new
norm of inter-state relationship.

The path to finding that new normal in ties with Dhaka may be that much
harder aﬁe.r Hasina's explosive outburst, but India’s approach had always
been to wait for an elected government, which would probably be one headed
by the BNP since its path to winning the polls and gaining power seems to have

n cleared in the backlash against ‘s rule for a decade and a half.

Hasina’s last election itself had beeu smoot_hened by BNP boycotting the
polls, which means that Bangladesh elections have not always been an ideally
open avenue for all participants. With a sprinkling of student and extremist
elements likely to be in the fray, the polls are certain to be fraught with inter-
est. India must hope that a clear verdict wﬂl throw forth a leadership with
which it should be possible to begin a dialogu

pulling out of the T20 World Cup in Indla and Sri Lanka that begins in
February, the nation is only likely to hurt its own cricket system, besides los-
ing the money for participation that would have been valuable to support its
infrastructure. To say there were securlty concerns about playing in India was
an absurd argument considering it is Bangladesh that is unsafe for certain sec-
tions of its people as murder and mayhem persist. Principally, Bangladesh
must understand that it had problems that were bordering on anarchy and that
it must first set its house in order before looking to win arguments in interna-
tional affairs. To conduct the polls fairly should be the priority as much as
handing over governance to elected leaders.

Gold soars on dollar doubts

s India was busy celebratmg its 77th Republic Day on January 26, gold

prices blasted through the once-unimaginable milestone of $5,100 an

unce — a level that beats even the inflation-adjusted highs in the past.

Similarly, silver surpassed $100 an ounce for the first time. Though bullion

markets were closed in India for the Republic Day, 10 grams of gold in rupee
terms is priced ¥1,64,837 and one kg silver is ¥3,53,721.

The yellow metal soared 64 per cent in 2025, its biggest annual gain since 1979,
driven by safe-haven demand, US monetary policy easing, robust central bank
purchases, including China’s 14th stralght month of gold buying in December,
and record inflows into exchange-traded funds.

The latest spike in the prices of precious metals could be attributed to US
President Donald Trump's threat to impose 100 per cent on Canada, if its north-
ern neighbour makes a trade deal with China. Days ago in Davos Canada
Prime Minister Mark Carney announced the end of the old world order and
called on middle powers to join hands for survival.

Similarly, Trump threatened to slap a 200 per cent tariff on French wine after
French President Emmanuel Macron criticised 'ﬁump 's demand for Denmark
to forego its claim on G and ‘es and retalia-
tory tariffs against the United States. Both the incidents show rifts in two key
alliances — North American Free Trade Agreement (Nafta) and Trans-Atlantic
security alliance Nato.

The ramifications of these ruptures could be seen far beyond geopolitics.
Countries and investors have lost faith in fiat currencies, especially the US dol-
lar, and conventional assets like equities and sovereign bonds. On the other
hand gold and silver are skyrocketing to stratospheric levels, with analysts

of

griculture and
allied sectors con-
tinue to anchor
India's  economic

export opportunities. Such a
platform would enable farmers,
Farmer Producer Organis-
ations (FPOs), processors, and

ind social stability, traders to make informed crop-

fornear- pingand i decisions,

ly half the population while align production with demand,

contributing significantly to sndreducevu]am.\ty across the
food security, rural employ- value

ment and export earnings.

Over the past several decades,
India has achieved remarkable
suceess in enhancing food pro-
duction and ensuring availabil-
ity at scale. However, as the
econamy evolves and aspira-
tions rise, the next phase of
agricultural growth must move
beyond volumeled expansion
toward a model that emphasis-
es productivity, competitive-
ness, value addition and
resilience.

As part of its recommenda-
tions for the Union Budget 2026-
27, the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) has championed
for a comprehensive moderni-
sation of India’s agricultural
ecosystem, This transforma-
tion must reduce policy distor-
tions, strengthen value chains,
and accelerate the adoption of
technology-driven, market-
Lmked systems. Unlocking this

requires a coherent
shlﬂ toward higher productivi-
ty, stronger markets, and more
resilient livelihoods — support-
ed by modern practices, diver-
sified value chains and sustain-
able growth pathways.

A first and eritical priority is
addressing long-standing mar-
ket distortions and strengthen-

Equally urgent is the mod-
ernisation of post-harvest, stor-
age, and warehousing infra-
structure, where inefficiencies
continue to erode farmer
incomes and inflate consumer
prices. Post-harvest losses
remain unacceptably high
across fruits, vegetables, ami
perishables, reflecting gaps
storage capacity, logistics and

quality management. Mandat-
ory registration of warehouses
under the Warehousing
Development and Regulatory
Authority (WDRA), wider
adoption of electronic nego-
tiable warehouse receipts (e-
NWRs), and recognition of
these receipts as negotiable
securities can significantly
improve transparency, stan-
dardisation and access to insti-
tutional credit. By enabling
farmers to store produce and
access

chains.

crore credit scheme to all food-
processing units — both within
and outside the formal food
parks — would allow FPO-
linked enterprises to access
long-term, affordable finance.
In addition, a dedicated
Support Fund to onboard FPOs
onto platforms such as the
Open Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC), eNAM,
and commodity exchanges can
dramatically expand their mar-
ket reach. Integrating FPOs
into formal value chains not
only enhances farmer bargain-
ing power but also improves
quality, traceability, and com-
pliance with domestic and
export standards.

Thirdly, private-sector
research and development
must become a central driver of
innovation across  seeds,
hiotechnulogy, precision agri-
culture and postharvest sys-
tems. As climate variability
intensifies and resource con-
straints. deepen, India’s agricul-
tural fature will increasingly
depend on science-led solu-
tions. A predictable regulatory
environment, strong intellectu-
al property protection, and

market-based

house receipts, BUDGET 2026 works are essen-

these reforms
can reduce distress sales and
strengthen price realisation.
Building on this, CII has rec-
ommended the creation of a
“One India Food Grid” — an
integrated national system con-
necting storage facilities, vil-

tial toattract sus-
tained si:bvesmenl in agricul-

Enmumgmg innovation in
climate-resilient seeds, biologi-
cals, digital advisory platforms,
and precision mput application
can significantly improve pro-

global agricultural trade. Ris-
ing global demand for organic,
clean-label, and processed agri-
products presents a major
opportunity for Indian farmers
and agrienterprises. To cap-
ture this potential, income sup-
port mechanisms must be
aligned with export competi-
tiveness. A Price Deficiency
Payment model linked to
acreage under export-oriented
crops — rather than price-
based MSP interventions —
can safeguard farmer incomes
while allowing exports to
remain price-competitive.
Strengthening  village-level
infrastructure for gradmg test-
ing,storage, and organic
cation is equally unporlam
Establishing a national Clean
Label accreditation system
would enhance credibility,
traceability and consumer
trust in Indian products.
Moreover, access to pre- and
postshipment creditat interna-

the kind of form the
Indians are in, they are
expected to perform well
in next month’s T20
World Cup. Barring a
couple of injury concerns
and lack of form of Sanju
Samson, it seems the
indians are fully geared
up for the global tourna-
ment,
S.Sankaranarayanan,
Chennai

VOICE OF INDIA

Eulogised as the BBC's “voice of
India”, Mark Tully won the hearts
and minds of millions in India and
around the world. His was an easi-

tionally interest

yr i face with a broad

rates is essential if Indian
exporters are to compete effec-
tively with global peers.
structured modernisation
push is also required in agri-
processing, a sector that holds
immense promise for value
addition, employment genera-
tion, and export growth. ClThas
recommended the establish-
ment of a dedicated Agro-
Processing Financi
Institution (SAPFI) to provide
tailored, endtoend financial
solutions spanning sourcing,
processing, logistics, branding,
xports. Such an institu-
tion would address long-stand-
ing financing gaps, particularly
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a segregal law modelled after
lone in Gmara:. 1t is unlikely that most [nrhans
come to know of its existence beca

]'_‘::er this week the Rajasthan government is all
tion

ing agricultural supply chains.  Iage-level collection centres, —ductivity while reducing envi-  for midsized enterprises, and
While Minimum Support Price  cold-chain infrastructure, logis-  ronmental footprints. When enable the sector to upgrade
(MSP) procurement has played  tics networks and digital track-  coupled with large-scale farmer  technology, unpmw quality
an important role in stabilising ~ ing platforms. Modelled on the training and awareness pro-  standards, and integrate with
farmer incomes and ensuring success of the electronic ~grammes, these innovations global value chains.
food security, its Vaccine Network gy adop- the agricultural
acrossalimited st (e-VIN), such a grid would tion, enhance incomes, and value chain — from markets
of crops and geographies has  improve traceability, e ce  position India as a global hub and log15t1cs to technology, pro
weakened broader market sig-  food safety, reduce wastage, for agri-innovation, cessing and ce — has the
nals. Mquem imposition of and stabilise prices by smooth- lndxamustalsustrengzhen its putenna] to substantially lift
stock limits, price controls and  ing supply-demand mismatch-  global i inagro- resilience and
ad hoc export restrictions fur-  es across regions. chemicals and seeds. Despite  farmer incomes. Given agricul-
ther amphfy uncertainty, dis- Secondly, Farmer Producer —strong manufacturing capabili-  ture’s central role in sustaining

couraging private investment
instorage, processing and high-
er-value crops.

A calibrated transition
toward marketlinked pricing
mechanisms is therefore essen-
tial. This shift should be accom-

panied by robust nskmmga

twn instruments and tra
ent information systems. In
this context, CII has proposed
the creation of a National
Market Intelligence Grid that
provides realtime data on
trends, price move-

ments, weather risks and

Organisations must be lever-
aged more effectively as
engines of rural transforma-
tion. While the number of FPOs
has increased icantly in
recent years, many continue to
face constraints related to
scale, capital access, profes-
sional management and mar-
ket m(ea"auon Strengthening
FPOs

financial and

ties, the agrochemical sector
faces challenges from import
dependence and low-cost dump-
ing. A dedicated Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
for agrochemicals would sup-
port domestic manufacturing,
promote scale efficiencies and
enhance export competitive-
ness. Sunnaﬂy, India’s share in
global ts— currently

institutional support is Lhew
fore critical to making agricul-
ture more inclusive and com-
mercially viable.

Extending Nabard's Rs 2,000-

government before selling their property or cbant,
ing their tenant and filters them by religion. The

application must list the name of Lhe buyer and the
seller and includes an affidavit that the sale has

around one per cent — remains
well below potential. A focused
PLI scheme supporting seed
research, advanced plant
breeding, and export-oriented

Committee” to keep a check on the i

structure in ne:ghbou.rhoods This committee

collectors on whether or not the
ed. This law is currently in

would advise the
sales could be

millions of livelihoods, higher
value generation in this sector

deliver strong multiplier
effects across manufacturing,
services and the rural econo-
my. The Union Budget 202627
represents a critical opportuni-
ty to accelerate this transfor-
mation and build a more
resilient, competitive, and
future-ready agricultural
ecosystem for India.

The writer is the director-
general of the Confederation of
Indian Industry

and disarming smile. He studied
theology to become a clergyman
but ended up becoming a world-
famous journalist. He adhered to
the golden rule of journalism,
‘Facts are sacred, comment is free’.

His reporting was authoritative,
sensitive and free from ‘sermoniz-
ing’ and reflected India’s vibrancy
and diversity. His on-the-spot
reporting of tumultuous events was
relied on for its authenticity. His
coverage of the Bhopal disaster, the
siege of the Golden temple and the
assassination of Indira Gandhi won
him popular acclaim. The famous
journalist’s expulsion from India
soon after the imposition of
Emergency in 1975 and his narrow
escape from mob fury while report-
ing the demolition of the Babri
mosque, described by him as ‘the
gravest setback to secularism’ in
1991 themselves became news sto-

ries.
G. David Milton, Maruthancode

RAIL HOPES
GATHER STEAM

TN voters expect new projects and
schemes as they rained in other states dur-
ing election year. In fact, it would have
been appropriate for PM Modiji if he had
announced something on this in the
Maduranthakam meeting. Since the oppo-
sition party is ruling the state currently,
he might have avoided saying anything.
We the TN voters expect lot of schemes
without fail in the ensuing Union budget.
R.Ganesan, Chennai

Mail your letters t
chennaidesk@deccanm:

with imprisonment of

up to five years and a fine. You could go to jail for
renting a property. The Congress
es the passing of the law, but it lacks the numbers

in the state oppos-

Aakar Patel

Rajasthan follows

Gujarat’s lead in
creating ghettos,
segregating cities

ise it
unh.kely that the media will report it. Let us look at
what it is intended to achieve.

foreibly relegated to certain neighbourhoods is a

ghetto. The former really do not have the means to
go anywhere else. The latter have no choice even if

they do have the means. Apartheid means

ness and refers to the policy of South Africa of fore-

ing the black Africans into ghettos. They could only

hve in spaces by law.

\en segregation in the United States was legally
ended in the 1960s, the government passed laws that
sought to integrate the races, like the Fair Housing
Act. It prevented discrimination in the buying and
selling of properties, which was races
separate. All across Gujarat, in all major cities and
in several towns, the BJP government has done the
opposite. Mushims are deliberately forced into ghet-
tos through a law called the Gujarat Prohibition of
Transfer of Immovable Property and Provision for
Protection of Tenants from Eviction from Premises
in Disturbed Areas Act. Thelaw in

been without coercion and at market price.

The law was passed initially by the Congress, and
in 2009, the Narendra Modi government in the state
amended the legislation act to give discretionary
powers to the collector to hold an inquiry and to
take possession of property under the law. In July
2019, another change was introduced. Previously,
property sellers had to apply for permission to
transfer their property and register their consent on
affidavit. Now, it would not matter even if the sale
was with free consent, and the fair value was paid to
the owner. The collector could stop a sale of proper-
ty 1fhe felt mmsdmeuonma: there was any sort

ium’ or

of
“improper clust
the “likelihood of polansatlon" }f the transfer mok

place.

The collector could reject an application for the
legaltransferofapmpeny aﬁermalqnganassss
ment on these gri The punishment for trans-
ferring property wﬂ.hom clearance was raised to six
yeam in jail (it was six months when Lhe law was

d the state

particular par permission from the

00 O —

The law now.
gove_mmeut to form a “Monitoring and Advisory

force in large parts of the state's three largest cities
— Ahmedabad, Vadodara and Surat — and also in
Bharuch, Kapadvanj, Anand and Godhra, These are
also the places where Gujarat's Mushms are con-
centrated,
ly. In effect, fore]guerscanlmseand buy pmpeny in
Gujarat that Indian Muslims cannot.
Last week, the Rajasthan Cabinet approved a law
Lha! does the same thing in their state. State law
minister Jogaram Patel said that neighbourhoods
with “improper clustering” would be targeted. The
transfer of immovable properties in these areas
wnhuut permission of the government would be

lee the other laws persecuting minorities, this
onex;;ﬂ;ogwenabemgnname the Rajasthan

and will not be able to stop it. Its state chief said:

“Demograj imbalance is not a legal term. There
is no mention of the basis on which an area will be
declared disturbed. The BJP wants to remain in
power by following the Gujarat model.”

‘This is true, India under Narendra Modi has hol-
lowed out the Constitution's secularism through a
slew of laws that have found no resistance. The
courts have looked away, the Opposition is politi-
cally too weak and the media is complicit.
Criminalisation of the possession of beef was intro-
duced in 2015, starting with

Criminalisation of interfaith marriage
came in 2018, starting with Uttarakhand.
Criminalisation of Muslim divorce came in 2019, as
didthlrspemﬁcexc mnfmmtheciﬂzensmp

es this

of Transfer of Property and
Provisions for Protection of Tenants from Eviction
ﬁomthermsest:smrbedAreasBﬂLM
Its effects will of course be the same as we have
seen in Gujarat. It criminalises social and commer-
cial intercourse communities, in much the
same way as Nazi Germany did. Any violation of the
ji law's it are bailable and

+

law carri
progression forward Step by step, law after law, we
have entered New India, a majoritarian state that
shed its carapace of constmxtmnal secu]ansm
ugly. angry:

The writer is the chair of Amnesty International
India. Twitter: @aakar_patel
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Of the people,
for the people

Padmaawards do have political undertones, but
they are also about honouring service to the nation

ike every prestigious State honour anywhere in

the world, the Padma awards have always had

a political angle and a national facet—as they

did this year. Three of the five laureates in the
Padma Vibhushan category, India’s second-highest
civilian honour, hailed from Kerala, a state that goes
to the polls this summer and where the BJP has never
gained more than a toehold. Tamil Nadu, another
state that votes this summer, netted 13 awards in all;
and West Bengal, which is expected to see a fierce
contest, got 1. Maharashtra, which delivered a
blockbuster victory to the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), received 15. Many of the people who
featured on the list hailed from communities and
regions that might play a crucial role in the upcoming
polls. The awards list attempted to cross the political
spectrum with laurels for a founding leader of the
CPM and former Kerala CM VS Achuthanandan and
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha patriarch Shibu Soren. The
families of both leaders have welcomed the awards,
marking an interesting turn in Opposition politics,
and possibly allowing a senior Communist leader to
be felicitated for the first time in decades. To be sure,
thelistalso included anumber of people who were
ideologically aligned to the ruling dispensation —as
they have over the decades.

But beyond the political messaging, the awards are
also important for they honour ordinary Indians who
have made extraordinary, if somewhat little-known,
contributions to public life. This year, this cohort of
people included a neonatologist who established Asia’s
first human milk bank, a former railway guard who
became a distinguished Dalit author, a guardian of
Bundelkhand martial folk traditions, a Karbi folk
singer, a renowned painter who revitalised a 3,000~
year-old art form, and a former bus conductor who set
up India’s largest free personal library, among others.

The prestige of these awards is uplifted by the toil
and zeal of these everyday Indians, many of whom
have worked tirelessly for decades, struggling against
the vicissitudes of both life and systemic
discrimination. They epitomise the dedication of the
ordinary Indian whose commitment to democratic
values has not just built the Republic but ensured
that it has endured every challenge thrown its way
over the past seven decades. Away from politics, the
Padma’s true legacy resides in their lives.

In China, the party
takes on the army

hina’s senior-most general, second in the

pecking order only to President Xi Jinping, has

become the subject of an investigation as the
country’s most powerful leader continues his purge of
military officials suspected of graft or disloyalty. A
statement from China’s defence ministry only said
that General Zhang Youxia, a vice chairman of the
Central Military Commission (CMC) that controls the
armed forces —and a childhood friend of Xi —was
being investigated for “grave violations” of discipline
and the law. Leaks to the media suggest Zhang is
accused of sharing technical information on China's
nuclear weapons programme with the US, building
his circle of influence within the CMC, and accepting
bribes for official acts such as promotions. Xi's
current purge amounts to one of the biggest changes
in the Chinese military’s leadership since the events of
Tiananmen Square in 1989. This points to Xi's
assertion of his will over the military to consolidate
his own power, and his willingness to sacrifice evena
confidant he himself elevated to a high position. Itis
an open secret thata Chinese leader who controls the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) also has the final say
in the Communist Party of China.

The opacity surrounding the PLA — from its
funding to its operations and massive build-up of
capabilities over the past decade —and the decision-
making by its leadership means that the implications
of the development will be closely studied in
countries such as India. Last year, the leadership
cleared a 7.2% hike in defence spending, taking
China’s official defence budget to almost $246 billion.
India continues to harbour serious concerns about
the lack of progress in de-escalation along the Line of
Actual Control. The latest developments will hardly
reduce these worries, even though Xi, in his greeting
to India on its 77th Republic Day, referred to relations
between Beijing and New Delhi as the “dragon and
the elephant doing tango” and called for strong
regional partnerships between “good neighbours,
friends and partners”.

{ SIMPLY ECONOMICS }
Pramit Bhattacharya

The Survey has to be
made more useful for
citizens, firms, investors,
and public servants. It
also must be made more
participatory to
encourage inputs from
academic researchers
and policy practitioners

n the early years of India’s

Independence, the country’s

most important policy docu-

ments were the five-year devel-

opment plans published by the

Planning Commission. As the
Commission lost clout, and the
finance ministry gained in impor-
tance, the ministry’s pre-budget Eco-
nomic Survey began garnering more
and more eyeballs.

Over the years, the Survey has
come up with several useful policy
ideas and provocations, reshaping
public discourse on key economic
issues. For instance, the 2023-24 Eco-
nomic Survey questioned the efficacy
of trade and investment restrictions
on China at a time when Sino-Indian
relations were still frosty. The Survey
argued that it might be better for
India to let Chinese firms manufac-

ture in the country rather than
import manufactured goods from
China. The commerce ministry ini
tially dismissed the idea, before
accepting the need for a rethink.

In earlier years, the Survey helped
draw attention to India’s leaky wel-
fare systems, arguing for the need to
shift to direct cash transfers, The
idea was extremely controversial
when it was first aired (in the Eco-
nomic Surveys of 2009-10 and
2010-11). But direct cash transfers —
to farmers, women, and other
intended beneficiaries — have
become part of India’s conventional
policy toolkit since then. All political
parties — cutting across regional and
ideological divides — have warmed
up to the once-heretical idea. If any-
thing, cash transfers are among the
most overused policy tools now.

Atits best, the Survey can serve up
innovative policy ideas, and indicate
areas where course-correction is
required. But for every policy idea that
has been debated and acted upon, the
Survey contains at least ten others that
are forgotten the day after !hey are
aired. Most of

The Economic Survey
needs to be reimagined

First, make it count. The Survey
should provide analysis that is not
easily available elsewhere. For
instance, the Survey could outline
the various scenarios that may
unfold globally over the course of the
next fiscal year, and the likely policy
responses that different ministries
and regulatory agencies may con-
sider in each of those scenarios.

Such scenario analysis would help
small businesses draw up their own
contingency plans for the coming
months. When the external environ-
ment changes, and government pol-
icy shifts gears, they will be prepared.

‘The finance ministry could work
with the National Statistical Office
(NSO) to develop short-run and
medium-run forecasts using a range
of alternative assumptions, and use
those estimates for scenario plan-
ning. These estimates can then be
updated on the finance ministry's
website every quarter. The Survey
was conceived in the analogue era. It
need not remain in that era anymore.

Most Indian businesses can't
aﬂord to hire their own economic

sented in the Survey don't have any
novel insight. Worse, policy assess-
ments presented in the Survey some-
times read like policy advertisements.

How could the Survey be made
more useful for citizens, firms, inves-
tors, and public servants?

advisors, By provid-
Lng timely guidance on key economic
questions, the Survey team can help
fill that gap.

Second, keep it short. Most deci-
sion-makers don't have the time to
read a lengthy yearbook on the
Indian economy. A concise docu-

should pr

The
available elsewhere.

ment focused on critical economic
challenges is likely to be more valua-
ble for them. A short executive sum-
mary followed by two to three chap-
ters would help improve the Survey's
insight-to-text ratio. One of those
chapters should be dedicated to the
probable macroeconomic scenarios
and likely policy responses.

Third, make it participatory. The
Survey team could seek inputs on the
most pressing problems faced by dif-
ferent economic ministries and state
governments, and organise a policy
hackathon on those subjects. Those
who are able to provide the most

Survey would be able to highlight
interesting policy ideas from differ-
ent parts of the country, without nec-
essarily endorsing any of them.
Those interested in the details could
download the policy papers from the
ministry’s website.

India is too complex an economy
to be governed by a few wise men
and women. And most policymakers
tend to seek outside help inan ad hoc
manner. A well-designed policy
hackathon could provide a struc-
tured platform for seeking inputs
from academics and policy research-
ers.

policy prop 0se
subjects should be awarded short-
term grants to prepare policy notes.

The hackathon should be open to
both academic researchers and pol-
icy practitioners. The only restriction
worth considering is that of age lim-
its — to encourage young people to
contribute to the policymaking proc-
ess. Having an open contest would
mean that the final selections are
taken seriously.

The top policy notes could then be
published online, and the Survey
could feature some of the key policy
recommendations from them. The

s know that those
proposing new policy solutions do
not represent vested interests, and
that they have been selected through
a competitive process, they are more
likely to consider the policy solutions
favourably. Even if some of the policy
solutions are not entirely feasible
today, they could still be useful
tomorrow. And a young hackathon
winner today might become a senior
policymaker in the years to come.

Pramit Bhattacharya is a
Bengaluru-based journalist.
The views expressed are personal

When liberty is no more a
constitutional guarantee

More the court has, in Gulf-

matter of serious concern. The trajec-
tory of the habeas corpus case ﬁled by
his wife, Gitanjali Angmo, before the
Supreme Court poses several significant
questions that reveal the nature of the legal
process in India, touching on personal lib-

onam deten-
S tion since Sep[ember 26, 2025, is a

isha Fatima, practically forbidden Khalid and
Imam from filing a fresh application for bail
for another year. This judicial moratorium
happened in the appeals that they filed. An
outcome which the appellants in a criminal
appeal neither sought nor expected is
pntnn!ly unf'ur Thls is particularly so whcn
rthas

erty. The

tional legal tools alone while criticising such
juridical events leads to an incomplete
understanding of the process. A discourse
over the text of the judgments or orders, sep-
arating it from their political context, turns
deceptive, as it assumes that legal processes

underlined
the right of the accused to file repeated bail
pleas when there are changes in the circum-
stances. (See, for example, Parvinder Singh v.
State of Punjab (2003) and Kamal v. State of
Madhya Pradesh (2025)).

The trajectory of the Sonam Wangchuk

are intrinsically neutral and
with the contemporality of politics.

case also exp series of i
Despite the petitioner showing the court that

The recent pr of the
Supreme Court in Gulfisha Fatima v. State
which denied bail to Umar Khalid and Shar-
jeel Imam, while granting it to five other peti-
tioners, is a case in point that could be com-
pared and contrasted. Many
courses adopted by the top court
in these cases, both in theory and
in practice, remain antithetical to
the traditional understanding of
the principles of law and their
working. This deviation would call
for a discourse on the court’s adju-
dicative behaviour during critical
times, rather than on the mere
content of the judgments.

Khalid and Imam were arrested
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)

Kaleeswaram

's detention was legally vitiated,
the Centre could postpone the adjudication of
the habeas corpus writ, thereby meaning that
‘Wangchuk's detention continued for more
than 120 days. The matter was taken to the
Supreme Court immediately after
his arrest. The habeas corpus peti-
tion is intended for the quick pro-
duction and release of the detainee.
The grounds of challenge included
non-supply of the videos to Wang-
chuk, based on which the authority
resorted to his “preventive deten-
a) tion", Clear violation of Articles
22(1) and 22(5) of the Constitution,
mandating intimation about the
grounds of arrest with full particu-
lars and the videos was pointed out. An

Act (UAPA) and the pi of the erst-
while Indian Penal Code and other statutes.
They sought bail after incarceration for about
five-and-a-half years. In the case of Wang-
chuk, by asking for a writ of habeas corpus
under Article 32 of the Constitution, his wife
demanded the release of the renowned cli-

tomakea against
the order of detention based on such intima-
tion was pleaded. It was shown that many
materials relied on by the authorities
included first information reports against
unknown persons and other outdated docu-
ments. It was contended that the district mag-

mate activist. Beyond the glari)
in the legal processes and technicalities, cer-
tain commonalities exist in these cases. In
both cases, there has been a fragile narrative
about the alleged complicity of the activists
who dared to challenge the regime at the
Centre. In both, the court’s role resulted not
in ensuring individual liberty, but only in
prolonging incarceration. The very process
that was supposed to expedite the release of
the petitioners resulted in delaying it or even
denying it.

In the Khalid-Imam bail judgment, the
court’s expansive interpretation of section 15
of the UAPA, defining a terrorist act, ulti-
mately meant that even a roadblock amidst
the protest against the Centre’s divisive poli-
cies would amount to an act of terrorism. The
two-judge bench in Gulfisha Fatima, essen-
tially overruled the three-judge bench judg-
ment in Union of India v. K A Najeeb (2021),
which said that long incarceration and the
resultant violation of fundamental rights
could be a ground to grant bail even under
UAPA. The two-judge bench did not even
refer to the earlier decision in Sheikh Javed
Igbal v. State of Uttar Pradesh (2024) that said
that the prosecution cannot even oppose the
bail plea when the trial is prolonged.

THE GLOBAL CRISIS OF
DEMOCRACY MANIFESTS
THROUGH THE PROCESS OF
LAW AS WELL, WHICH
IRONICALLY NEGATES THE
VERY IDEA OF THE

RULE OF LAW

istrate, while ordering his detention, did not
issue any independent order reflecting the
application of mind. Pertinently, a video of
‘Wangchuk's speech calling for peace was
played in court.

Despite the apparent clarity in the conten-
tions for release of the climate activist whose
track record and social commitment are dem-
onstrated in the public domain, the Supreme
Court has been indecisive so far and has gen-
erously granted adjournments to the Centre.
Even an adjudication on the points indicated
above, and other related issues, would need
only a few days, if not hours. Yet, the process
took an incredibly long route.

In Anatomy of the State (1974), the liberal
thinker Murray Rothbard lamented that “of
all the numerous forms that governments
have taken over the centuries, of all the con-
cepts and institutions that have been tried,
none has succeeded in keeping the State in
check”. Rothbard talks about the coercive,
parasitic, and predatory nature of the State
that takes in the legal system within its struc-
ture. In The Politics of the Judiciary (1977),
JAG Griffith questioned the idea of judicial
neutrality. Constitutions and the judiciary
across the globe have tried to overcome this
pessimism of the 1970s, but without success
when it comes to political prisoners. The
global crisis of democracy manifests through
the process of law as well, which ironically
negates the very idea of the rule of law. Like
certain draconian statutes, judicial processes
also create a chilling effect on the citizens’
freedom.

Kaleeswaram Rajis a lawyer at the Supreme
Court of India. The views expressed are personal
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people across vast swathes of rural India

did not believe the news of election

results until they heard it from Mark
Tully on BBC Radio. The legendary broad-
caster and journalist died in New Delhi a day
before India’s 77th Republic Day at the age of
90, having covered most of the country’s
seminal events in the decades before. Gener-
ations of Indians held him in great respect,
even reverence, for his authentic journalism,
the reports delivered on BBC radio in his
calm, reassuring voice and his unwavering
commitment to deliver the news as it was.
No screaming and screeching, hyperbole or
showmanship, his was journalism as it
should be, direct, in-depth and grounded in
facts. During his storied career, Sir William
Mark Tully, often called Tulli saab by villag-
ers, covered a considerable part of modern
India’s history.

His top-drawer coverage of the
Bhopal gas tragedy, Operation Blue
Star, the shameful destruction of
the Babri Masjid, the horrific riots
that followed and before that the
Emergency and its excesses,
showed him for the extraordinary
journalist that he was. For his
Emergency coverage, he was
expelled from India for a while.

Tully was born in Calcutta in 1935 during
the Raj, and it was his interest in local lan-
guages that led to his fluency in Hindi, the
envy of other foreign correspondents in
Delhi. Tully studied history and theology at
Cambridge and was on his way to join the
clergy. His change of heart was to be journal-
ism’s great gain. In 1965, he came to India as
an administrative assistant at the BBC, and
there was no looking back for him.

Having spent the greater part of his life in
India, after he retired from active reporting,
he was nowhere more happy than being in
the India International Centre or the Delhi
Gymkhana discussing the evils of caste and
communalism, on which he had very strong
views that he was only too willing to express.
These views came from his travels across
India to remote villages and hamlets by local
transport, a true newsman of the masses.

For 20 years, Tully headed the Delhi
bureau of the BBC in the golden era of that
institution, from where he covered not just
developments in India but in the neighbour-
hood — the creation of Bangladesh, the occu-
pation of Afghanistan, the upheavals in Paki-
stan, the civil war in Sri Lanka and many
more. He had a deep ing of the

I t was often said that once upon a time,

Lalita
Panicker

ple he spoke to. His journalism was informed
by the vast array of people he interacted with
on the ground. He wrote several books on
India, the most famous perhaps being No
Full Stops in India (1988). Other works
include The Heart of India (1995), India in
Slow Motion (2002, co-authored with Gillian
‘Wright) and India: The Road Ahead (2011).
Sharp and succinct, his literary output made
him a favourite at seminars and discussions
in the Capital and outside and at the many
literary festivals which have now sprung up.

Though sought after by the powerful in
the Capital's elite circles, he remained
untouched by the adulation that was often
heaped on him. He neither sought nor
accepted any favours from the powers that
be, despite living in the courtier-like cuiture
of Delhi for so many years.

Much as he was respected in India, his
relationship with the BBC began to
wear thin, and he eventually left the
organisation in the early nineties.
He was unhappy with what he
regarded as too many compromises
made by the BBC, and the BBC
found his candour and criticism
uncomfortable.

However, he did not leave India
and stayed fully engaged in Indian
politics, culture, literature and art,
among other things, along with his partner
Gillian Wright, herself a formidable scholar
and fluent Urdu speaker. There was no dearth
of awards for Tully, among them a knighthood
from Britain, the Padma Bhushan and the
Padma Shri from India, his adopted home-
land. He was a valued columnist for this news-
paper, his lucid raconteur-style prose winning
him a vast following. He enriched our pages
on Sunday with his easy, fireside chat way of
writing, and we had all hoped that he would
recover from his bout of ill-health and restart
his remarkable contributions to our pages
again. That was not to be.

He wore his immense achievements lightly,
was respectful but never subservient to
authority, was generous with his time and
knowledge to younger journalists and stu-
dents and was famous for his sparkling wit
and humour. A voracious and eclectic reader,
Tully once spoke to me about his admiration
for the works of Thomas Merton, the theolo-
gian-monk-author. It was Merton who said,
“We must make the choices that enable us to
fulfil the deepest capacities of our real selves.”
Tully made those choices, and we are all the
richer for it.

Indian ethos and was empathetic to the peo-

The views expressed are personal
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March of the Republic

While celebrating achievements, the
government must not ignore challenges

India’s democratic and development

journey on the eve of India’s 77th Repu-
blic Day. Her emphasis was rightly on the self-re-
liance of the country in all fields and India’s role
as a messenger of peace and stability in a world
that is increasingly fractious. Ms. Murmu high-
lighted recent national achievements and
touched upon political and cultural themes that
are currently the priorities of the Centre. She not-
ed that the national song, Vande Mataram, was a
“lyrical national prayer” even as the country cele-
brates the 150th anniversary of its composition,
and also paid tribute to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
whose 150th birth anniversary was celebrated re-
cently, for his role in unifying the nation. The
commander-in-chief also hailed the success of
Operation Sindoor, which involved precision
strikes against terror infrastructure, and credited
it to India’s growing self-reliance in defence. The
President said India’s progress towards becoming
the third largest global economy was well on
track, and commended economic reforms such
as the GST and the new Labour Codes. She noted
the great strides achieved by the country’s wo-
men in fields ranging from agriculture to space,
and their critical role as voters. Farmers, sanita-
tion workers, teachers, scientists, and healthcare
professionals also found special mention in the
President’s speech.

The President invoked the idea of constitution-
al nationalism. Republic Day celebrations are an
annual occasion to revisit the ideals of the Consti-
tution and to review its progress in principle and
practice. Cataloguing the achievements of the
country is motivating, but also essential on such
occasions is self-reflection. Economic growth or
military prowess are not the sole markers of pro-
gress for any nation. Singing paeans to the Consti-
tution is one thing, but delivering on its princi-
ples by protecting the rights of citizens and
discharging the duties of the state is quite anoth-
er. The state in its self-congratulatory posture, as
reflected in the President’s speech, must not ig-
nore the many struggles of the citizenry that per-
sist even in the eighth decade of the Republic. Ci-
vilisational pride cannot be a ruse to overshadow
the material questions of the present. Republic
Day celebrates the ideals of the Constitution. Sec-
tarian politics, the weakening of the federal cha-
racter of the Republic, and corruption should not
be allowed to undermine those ideals.

P resident Droupadi Murmu reflected on

Playing hide and seek on employment guarantee

he oddly named Viksit Bharat -

Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika

Mission (Gramin) Act (VB - GRAM G

Act) has attracted a torrent of
criticisms in recent weeks. A few commentators
have defended it. Most of them are associated
with the Central government. Still, their
arguments are worth considering.

Union Minister for Rural Development Shivraj
Singh Chouhan took the lead with two articles in
national dailies. He did a great service to the
public by presenting the case for the VB - G RAM
G Act on behalf of the Central government. Alas,
the case is not impressive. Mr. Chouhan claimed
that the VB - G RAM G Act provides the same
work guarantee as the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA),
2005, with an enhanced entitlement of 125 days
per household per year instead of 100 days.
However, as others have already pointed out, this
claim overlooks the “switch-off” provision
embedded in Section 5(1) of the Act, which states
that the employment guarantee applies “in such
rural area in the State as may be notified by the
Central government”. This discretion defeats the
purpose of an employment guarantee. It is like
providing a work guarantee without a guarantee
that the guarantee applies.

Conditional on the guarantee being in place,
the VB-G RAM G Act does extend it for 125 days.
But this could have been done under MGNREGA,
without even requiring an amendment of the Act.
It is no justification whatsoever for the VB-G RAM
G Act. Indeed, a few States are already
guaranteeing 125 days under MGNREGA.

The disentitlement saga
Amplifying the claim that the VB-G RAM G Act is
an expansion rather than a restriction of
MGNREGA, Mr. Chouhan played up the removal,
in the VB-G RAM G Act, of earlier “disentitlement
provisions”. In the absence of any explanation,
most readers must have wondered what this is
about. Since the same point was made by other
champions of VB-G RAM G, it is worth clarifying.
When MGNREGA was drafted, a mild concern
arose about the possibility of frivolous work
applications — that is, applications from people
‘who have no intention to work. Some of them, for
instance, might do this in the hope of getting the
unemployment allowance instead of a work offer.
By way of protection against frivolous
applications, a provision was inserted to the
effect that if someone turns down a work offer
after applying, then they will lose eligibility to the
unemployment allowance for a period of three
months. This is a weak protection against
frivolous work applications, but it does not do
harm. For some reason, this clause was
called “Disentitlement to receive unemployment
allowance in certain circumstances”.

Jean Dréze

Visiting Professor at
the Department of
Economics, Ranchi
University

There is little
substance in
recent
arguments for
the
replacement of
MGNREGA with
the the VB-G
RAM G Act.

As it turns out, frivolous work applications are
an imaginary problem. This problem has never
arisen in a serious way in the last 20 years. The
disentitlement clause has never been used, and
indeed it is quite useless (unlike the separate
provision stating that no unemployment
allowance is due to someone who turns down a
work offer after applying). The fact that the VB-G
RAM G Act omits this provision is neither here
nor there. Mr. Chauhan’s claim that the VB-G
RAM G Act removes “disentitlement provisions
that had the effect of denying workers their due”
is little more than hot air.

Normative funding

Turning to better arguments, one of VB-G RAM
G’s main selling points is the “shift to normative
funding as opposed to an archaic demand-driven
approach”, as Dr. Soumya Kanti Ghosh, Group
Chief Economic Advisor at State Bank of India,
puts it. Here, the pretence that VB-G RAM G
preserves the principle of employment guarantee
is quietly abandoned. Indeed, if there is an
employment guarantee, then funding must be
“demand-driven”. Instead, the assumption here
is that most States will not spend beyond the
“normative allocations” determined by the
Centre. That, indeed, is a sensible assumption.
The normative allocations are likely to become de
facto budget caps, as the critics of VB-G RAM G
have argued from the word go.

The advocates of “normative funding” make a
virtue of these budget caps. They claim, in
particular, that normative funding will help to
ensure a more equitable distribution of
expenditure across States. This concern arises
from an alleged imbalance of MGNREGA
expenditure in favour of better-off States. As a
matter of fact, there is no statistical correlation,
across States, between MGNREGA employment
per rural household and baseline poverty rates or
per capita expenditure. High levels of per
household MNREGA employment can be found
in poor States (for example, Chhattisgarh) as well
as in relatively well-off States (for example, Tamil
Nadu), just as low levels of employment can be
found in poor as well as better-off States (for
example, Bihar and Gujarat, respectively).

Of course, one might still wish for a strong
positive correlation across States between
baseline poverty and MGNREGA employment. It
would certainly be useful if poor States such as
Bihar and Jharkhand accounted for a larger share
of MGNREGA employment and expenditure. But
the imposition of budget caps and cost-sharing is
hardly going to help them. A much better
approach would be to raise MGNREGA wage rates
in the poorer States. That is long overdue.

Employment guarantee is a bold idea that
holds much promise not only for India but for the
world. There is nothing surprising in the fact that

some of India’s better-governed States are making
more effective use of it than the rest. Many social
programmes in India, from school meals to
maternity benefits, began in south India and were
extended to the whole country in due course. If
MGNREGA is also doing better in south India for
the time being, there is no reason to press the
panic button and slap budget caps. After all, the
MGNREGA budget is not very large — barely
0.25% of India’s GDP as things stand.

Stray arguments

Another common pitch for VB-G RAM G is that
this new Act will eliminate corruption. How so?
The provisions for transparency, social audits and
so0 on are much the same as in MGNREGA. The
main innovation is relentless insistence, within
the Act, on the use of advanced digital
technology. But digital technologies are already
being used with abandon in MGNREGA. Further,
these technologies have a mixed record, to put it
mildly. Some have undermined workers’ rights
and sapped their interest in MGNREGA, often
fuelling corruption in the process. When workers
are fed up with technical glitches (like their wages
being diverted to Airtel wallets, as happened in
2017), it is tempting for them to stop working by
the rules and to cooperate instead with a corrupt
middleman who uses their job cards and bank
accounts to siphon off MGNREGA funds in
exchange for a share of the loot. Instead of
learning from these failures, the VB-G RAM G Act
perpetuates blind faith in digital technology.

I have tried to be generous to the advocates of
the VB-G RAM G Act by focusing on their serious
arguments. Some of them, however, also indulge
in platitudes and fallacies. For instance, they try
to credit the VB-G RAM G Act for provisions that
are actually copy-pasted or paraphrased from
MGNREGA. To illustrate, consider this statement
of Tuhin Sinha, national spokesperson for the
Bharatiya Janata Party: “Delayed wages were
among the most corrosive failures of MGNREGA,
undermining trust in the system. VB-G RAM G
addresses this head-on by mandating weekly
wage payments, with an outer limit of a
fortnight.” Surely, he knows that this “head-on”
provision is copied from MGNREGA? Similarly,
when Mr. Chouhan claims that Section 20 of the
VB-G RAM G Act “strengthens social audits”, he
must know that it is more or less identical to
Section 17 of MGNREGA.

In short, there is little substance in recent
arguments for the replacement of MGNREGA
with the VB-G RAM G Act. The main purpose of
the new Act seems to be to enable the Modi
government to run the show and steal the credit,
as happened when the National Food Security
Act was repackaged as a bunch of Prime
Minister’s schemes. Employment guarantee and
workers’ rights are on the back seat.

Mind the time
India needs public-funded geriatric care
to take care of its elderly

hile India is often celebrated for its
w demographic dividend, its States are
undergoing a significant but uneven
demographic transition. According to a new RBI
report, Kerala and Tamil Nadu will be “ageing
States” by 2036 because their elderly populations
will exceed 22% and 20%, respectively. On the
other hand, the working age populations of Bi-
har, Uttar Pradesh, and Jharkhand will continue
to rise beyond 2031. Karnataka and Maharashtra
occupy the middle ground, balancing growth
with the onset of ageing pressure. In response,
the RBI has advised ageing States to “rationalise”
their subsidies to afford rising pension costs and
youthful States to “invest heavily in human capi-
tal”. But how mindful is the RBI’s fiscal advice of
the political undertones? Southern States, having
successfully tamed population growth, face a
double whammy: lower Central tax devolution
because population weightage in Finance Com-
mission formulae favours the populous northern
States plus lower parliamentary representation
due to the upcoming delimitation exercise. On
the other hand, while the youthful States have a
“window of opportunity” to boost growth using a
larger workforce, the share of their spending on
education has stagnated or declined, and the
question of employability persists. These people
will also enter the workforce at a time of manu-
facturing automation and Al in industry, so the
RBI's suggestion to “boost labour-intensive sec-
tors” may leave these States vulnerable to the
possibility of ageing before they get rich.
Research has shown that ageing in India dis-
proportionately affects women, who often live
longer but with fewer financial assets. The RBI’s
focus on “workforce policy” overlooks the major-
ity of elderly women who were never in the for-
mal workforce and thus have no pension. The
RBI model also assumes some level of family sup-
port, but with migration and nuclear families be-
coming the norm, the informal safety net is col-
lapsing. Ultimately, the demographic transition
cannot be managed by fiscal changes alone. First,
a new industrial policy is needed to create jobs
en masse in new sectors such as green energy
and the care economy. Second, the youthful
States must build healthcare and pension servic-
es now to avoid fiscal shocks if and when the re-
placement fertility rate drops. Third, for most of
India’s elderly, the future looks less like “graceful
ageing” and more like financial dependency, un-
less the state drastically expands social pensions;
but this directly contradicts the RBI's call for fis-
cal consolidation. Finally, without a massive ex-
pansion of public geriatric care, the “graceful
ageing” that the report envisions will be available
only to the wealthy.
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India’s biggest climate gap could be language

communication, it is the language and

jargon. In the absence of effective
communication based on clearly understandable
language that people can relate to and
contextualise, science will always be either poorly
understood or misunderstood.

l fthere is one serious gap in science

The meaning of loss and damage

At recent United Nations climate conferences, few
phrases have been repeated as often as ‘Loss and
Damage’. It has been invoked at negotiations,
stitched into drafts, and debated in press
briefings as if its meaning were universally
understood. But Loss and Damage is not simply a
diplomatic vocabulary; it refers to climate
impacts that communities cannot adapt to: the
destruction of crops and homes, but also the loss
of identity, land, traditions, ecosystems, and the
quiet erosion of cultural memory. It is meant to
capture not just what is broken, but what can
never be restored. And yet, somewhere between
the global negotiation table and the governance
realities on the ground, the meaning collapses.

In India, the language shifts sharply as it moves
downstream. Loss becomes nuksaan aaklan — an
assessment to be filled after a disaster. Damage
becomes haani purti — compensation calculated
through established norms. The broader crisis
becomes aapda, aapda rahat, or aapda
prabandhan — administrative categories shaped
by decades of disaster response, not by the
complex realities of climate change.

So, when global actors speak of ‘Loss and
Damage finance’, it is often understood locally as
a little more than post-disaster relief — a far
narrower understanding than the international
framing, which also encompasses slow-onset
impacts, biodiversity loss, the disappearance of
ancestral lands, and the erosion of social fabric.

The fuller spectrum of irreversible climate loss
collapses into what can be counted,

Flavia Lopes

Programme Officer,
UNEP India. Views are
personal

Balakrishna
Pisupati

Head, UNEP India.
Views are personal

We have more
data than ever,
but less clarity
on where it
matters most

compensated, and closed. This is not a minor
semantic problem; it is a governance gap. When
climate language narrows, so do the policy
responses it enables — even the most ambitious
global commitments risk becoming abstractions.

Over the past decade, India’s climate science
has advanced rapidly. We now have district-level
heat projections, urban flood models, crop yield
simulations, and attribution studies capable of
tracing the fingerprints of climate change on
specific extreme events. Yet, this capacity has not
been matched by investment to make the science
usable for decision-makers and communities. The
result is a paradox: we have more data than ever,
but less clarity on where it matters most.

A district magistrate may receive a
vulnerability assessment packed with indices and
statistical language, but struggle to translate it
into tomorrow’s decisions. Communities,
meanwhile, also encounter climate messaging
through fragmented channels, each using
different vocabulary and urgency. Too often,
climate communication assumes that more
information leads to better decisions. But this
approach rarely holds. People don’t act simply
because they know more; they act when
information feels relevant, doable, and aligned
with their lived reality.

This is why communication is not a “soft”
add-on to climate policy but a core enabler of
delivery. Heat advisories that tell people to “stay
indoors between 12 and 3 p.m.” assume the
privilege of being able to stop work. Flood
warnings delivered by SMS assume literacy and
smartphone access. Meanwhile, risk dashboards
proliferate across States and cities, often
technically impressive yet underused because
they are too complex and not designed around
how real decisions are made under pressure.

‘When climate information is clear, trusted, and
grounded in everyday realities, the entire climate
ecosystem shifts: policy becomes sharper,

communities respond faster, and investments
flow towards solutions that work. For instance,
Odisha’s cyclone preparedness model shows that
evacuation success does not come from
technology alone. It comes from years of building
public confidence in the credibility of alerts
issued by the state. Trust becomes a form of
infrastructure as critical as shelters or sensors.
Clear communication can similarly strengthen
heat preparedness, guide flood response, and
help governments justify climate investments by
translating risk into everyday consequences:
school closures, water shortages, hospital
admissions, labour productivity, and crop loss.

‘What climate communication must deliver
Effective communication begins with use. It turns
projections into decisions: not just ‘heat index
rise’, but what it means for school timings,
outdoor work, and public health preparedness;
not just ‘flood return intervals’, but how flooding
will affect commute routes, household safety, and
service delivery in specific neighbourhoods. And
it works best when co-created with frontline
workers, panchayat leaders, farmers, fisherfolk,
teachers, and local journalists.

If we are serious about turning climate science
into climate action, it needs a communication
framework as intentional as its forecasting
systems and policy mechanisms. That means
simplifying climate information, localising it for
real contexts and languages, humanising science
through lived realities, institutionalising
communication capacity within government
systems, and strengthening media partnerships
so risk narratives are understood, trusted, and
acted upon.

‘When communication fails, science stays
locked in reports, policies don’t translate into
practice, and preparedness remains uneven; and
when it succeeds, resilience becomes a shared
social and political possibility.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Farewell, Tully

Sir William Mark Tully
arrived in India as a young
BBC reporter and chose to
remain here, immersing
himself as a careful listener
rather than as a passing
witness (“Veteran journalist
and author Mark Tully
passes away at 90", Jan. 27).
Over decades, he reported
on India’s most turbulent
chapters — the 1971

India’s silences and

Bangladesh war, the
Emergency, Operation Blue
Star, the assassinations of
Indira and Rajiv Gandhi, and
the Babri Masjid demolition.
He engaged with villagers,
clergy, politicians, sceptics,
and believers, grasping

contradictions. Through
works such as ‘No Full
Stops in India’ and ‘India in
Slow Motion’, he challenged

Western stereotypes,
writing with empathy,
balance and restraint. His
death marks the loss of a
rare chronicler who
explained India with depth,
dignity, and insight.

Actor Dharmendra lived till
the age of 89. Former Chief

Minister of Kerala V.S.
Achuthanandan lived for
101 years (“Nation honours
131 personalities with
Padma awards”, Jan. 27).

previous governments to
honour them during their
lifetime with the Padma

Did it not occur to this Vibhushan?
government or any of the T. S. Sanath Kumar
Thrissur

Corrections & Clarifications

R.S. Narula In the ‘Ground Zero' report, “Trial by social media” ( January 24, 2026), the
Patiala reference to Section 109 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita was incorrect. It
should have been Section 108 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, relating to
P betment to suicide.
Recognised after death Letmenttnsuclce,
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Cybercrime and a global governance crisis

ate last year, the United

Nations (UN) convened a

signing ceremony for the

seminal new ‘Convention
against Cybercrime’, the only
multilateral criminal justice
instrument to be negotiated in
over two decades. India was
among the many large member
states that didn’t sign the
convention, along with the United
States, Japan and Canada,
indicating fractures in the global
governance of cyberspace. The
text adopted by the General
Assembly in December 2024
received support from 72
countries.

Conceived through a resolution
proposed by Russia in 2017, the
Convention represents the
culmination of negotiations among
the UN members, with inputs
from civil society experts and
private sector actors. It took eight
formal sessions and five
intersessional consultations for
the UN to generate some
consensus. This saga underlines
challenges in global governance
which implicate India. An
uncertain global order, coupled
‘with a widening gulf between
international legal principles and
their practice, may lead to a
polycentrism that the country is
not fully equipped to handle.

Uncertain allegiances

Russia and China collaborated to
bring the UN Convention to
fruition. Theirs was a united front
to reshape the status quo of global
cyber governance frameworks,
which so far hinged on the 2001
Budapest Convention on
Cybercrime, a European effort
with 76 parties, not involving
either Russia or China. The
Budapest Convention limits
accession to only invited states
and is therefore inherently
non-inclusive, and India fittingly
stayed out of it.

Conversely, the UN Convention
is open to all, but still saw a lot of
division. The Europeans signed it
because it borrows definitions and
even substantive procedure from
their Budapest Convention. It

would seem incongruent for them
not to join. A July 2025 EU Council
document justified this decision as
ameans to ensure that it has a
“meaningful voice early in the
implementation” of the new
framework.

The Americans were sceptical
of the Sino-Russian effort. Several

Vivan Sharan

Public policy expert,
Koan Advisory Group,

New Delhi of their civil society groups also
warned that the Convention’s
broad definition of serious crimes,
could enable prosecution of
journalists, activists, or political
opponents of authoritarian
leaders.

India’s reluctance to sign
perhaps represents a different

Sulan - calculus. Unlike in the case of the

Tha_‘ﬂli Budapest Convention, New Delhi

Thaplival actively engaged in the

Public policy expert, negotiations of the UN

Koan Advisory Group, Convention. But its proposals,

New Delhi

such as those aimed at retaining
greater institutional control over
its citizens’ data, were not
retained. The country has not got
its way in global rulemaking over
the last two decades, eroding
gains made in the early days of the
climate change conventions where

human rights. Standard
procedural safeguards, such as the
need for judicial review in
criminal law, are tethered to the
prevailing domestic frameworks of
the signing parties.

Consensus on principles masks
large divergences in practice.
India’s rulemaking efforts on
watermarking of Al-generated
content on social media is a recent
example. It anchors on the
universally accepted principle of
user-safety. But the draft rules
envision a potential mandate that
social media companies carry
labels that cover 10% of the body
of any Al-generated content, an
exceptionally prescriptive means
of implementing an accepted
principle.

Polycentricism

Global governance is facing a
serious crisis that is no cause for
celebration. The U.S. has
significantly curtailed its financial
contributions to the UN. The
impotence of the Security Council
is evident in modern conflicts
from Ukraine to Gaza. The World

worldview, the Europeans and
other receding powers cling on to
the high-table, a revivalist U.S.
doesn’t want to hand over the keys
to the kingdom, and an
ever-cautious India does not want
to give up institutional control.
The divisions seen in Hanoi even
cut across plurilateral groups such
as the Quad and the Five Eyes and
underscores that the intricate

The emerging geopolitics of today.

global order Principles-practice rift
relegates The UN Convention also exposes a
multilateralism widening gap between

international legal principles and
on-ground realities. The definition
of cybercrime in the Convention is
not precise enough to limit it to
areas of consensus. Instead, it
allows signatories to stretch the
scope of criminal offences,
potentially to the detriment of

to high-level
principles, and
depends on
smaller groups
for consensus
on operating
clauses

it united a group of 77 developing Trade O i 'S
countries. dispute-settlement system has

Russia and China perhapsseea | been paralysed since 2019.
weakened UN as worthy platform The emerging global order
to legitimise an otherwise cynical relegates multilateralism to

high-level principles, and depends
on smaller, plurilateral or bilateral
groups for consensus on operating
clauses. But this leads to
polycentricism, with institutional
overlaps and interactions that
continually test state-capacity.
Attempts at international
governance of cross-border data
flows has seen this play out, and
so now will cybercrime. The idea
that data should flow between
trusted partners is near universal,
but mechanisms to realise this are
not.

India will struggle to retain its
much-cherished institutional
autonomy in global governance
unless it builds technical
capacities to engage on several
levels all at once. Domestically, the
canvas for regulatory and
administrative reforms is vast, and
the hour of action is here.

When politics met policy shortcuts

Pragmatic approach, not rhetoric, will resolve water woes of A.P. and Telangana

'ATE OF PLAY

G.V.R. Subba Rao
¥ apu@thehindu.co.in

single statement by Te-
A langana Chief Minister

A. Revanth Reddy in
the State Assembly has ignited
a major political controversy
in Andhra Pradesh. Mr. Red-
dy’s claim that Andhra Pra-
desh Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu halted the
Rayalaseema Lift Irrigation
Scheme (RLIS) at his request
has transformed what was ori-
ginally a technical and envi-
ronmental project into a po-

Andhra
Pradesh

the undivided Andhra Pra-
desh regime, as well as the ex-
plicit provisions of the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act,
2014. The Act leaves no room
for selective memory: all Go-
vernment Orders issued by
successive governments of the

The RLIS, conceived in
2020 at a projected cost of
33,825 crore, advanced at
breakneck speed without se-
curing mandatory environ-
mental clearances— a gamble
exposed in July 2021 when the
National Green Tribunal halt-
ed construction. By then, 883
crore had already been spent,
largely through loans.

Official records of the And-
hra Pradesh government con-
tradict claims that the RLIS
has been abandoned. Govern-
ment Order No. 44, issued in
July 2025, which lists all pend-
ing irrigation projects in the
State, does not indicate that

tent symbol of alleged political | combined State arebindingon | the RLIS has been shelved.

capitulation, regional be- | both Telangana and Andhra The RLIS case presents two
trayal, and inter-State ma- | Pradesh. defensible policy choices. The
noeuvring over Krishna river GO 69 clearly restricts wa- | first is for the Andhra Pradesh

waters. Former Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy has
seized upon the reported re-
mark to accuse Mr. Naidu of
“selling out Rayalaseema” for
vested interests.

From Telangana’s perspec-
tive, the statement burnishes
Mr. Revanth Reddy’s image as
a leader capable of protecting
his State’s water interests.
From Andhra Pradesh’s van-
tage point, however, it has reo-
pened an old wound, reinforc-
ing a long-standing fear that
Rayalaseema remains a nego-
tiable terrain in inter-State
politics.

This controversy cannot be

ter drawal below the mini-
mum draw down level (MDDL)
of the Srisailam reservoir ex-
clusively for drinking water
purposes. Despite this, both
States have pursued ambitious
lift irrigation projects — RLIS
in Andhra Pradesh and the Pa-
lamuru-Rangareddy Lift Irri-
gation Scheme (PRLIS) in Te-
langana — pushing against
these legal constraints while
publicly accusing each other
of impropriety. By design,
both projects violate the pro-
visions of GO 69 and the Reor-
ganisation Act, revealing a
shared pattern of selective
compliance that erodes inter-

government to secure all stat-
utory, environmental, and in-
ter-State clearances and com-
plete the project. This would
protect the substantial invest-
ment already made through
interest-bearing loans, pre-
vent waste of public funds,
and deliver tangible benefits
to farmers and residents.

The second option is to
prioritise the completion of
long-pending, legally sanc-
tioned irrigation projects in
Rayalaseema as it would ease
water stress without triggering
fresh inter-State disputes or le-
gal complications.

The RLIS episode under-

dismissed as a mere political | State trust and political | scores the dangers of subordi-
escalation of what was other- | accountability. nating law, regulatory com-
wise a technical disagreement The PRLIS in Telangana lifts | pliance, and sustainable

over environmental clearanc-
es, statutory norms, or tribu-
nal procedures. At its core lies
a deliberate silence by the pol-
itical leaderships of both And-
hra Pradesh and Telangana on
binding legal constraints that
they find inconvenient.

Crucially, both govern-
ments have chosen to keep
under the carpet Government | and
Order No. 69, issued during | sanction?

water at around the 800-foot
level of the Srisailam reservoir
to benefit drought-prone dis-
tricts such as Mahabubnagar
and Rangareddy, while the
RLIS proposes drawal at about
the 840-foot level. At the heart
of the dispute lies a funda-
mental question: who lifts
how much water, from where,
under

planning to political optics or
engineering ambition. The
choice before Andhra Pradesh
is stark: either ensure comple-
tion with legality and accoun-
tability or perpetuate a cycle
of delay, inefficiency, and pol-
itical theatre. Rayalaseema’s
water security will ultimately
depend not on rhetoric, but
on policy clarity and adminis-
trative courage.

what  legal

Venezuela’s oil collapse is plunging Cuba into crisis

The US:s invasion of Venezuela has triggered power cuts, fuel shortages and food supply disruptions in Cuba

| DATA POINT

Devyanshi Bihani
Srinivasan Ramani

mong the nearly 100 peo-
A ple who died during the

U.S. military incursion in
Venezuela that led to the abduc-
tion of President Nicolas Maduro,
there were 32 Cubans who were
part of Mr. Maduro’s security de-
tail. Their presence reflects the in-
tricate relations shared between
Havana and Caracas.

Ever since Venezuela has been
ruled by the Bolivarians, a move-
ment led by former President Hu-
go Chavez, it has forged close ties
with Cuba. Caracas has served as
Cuba’s main source of imported oil
under the  “oil-for-doctors”
scheme - Venezuela supplying
subsidised crude in exchange for
medical services, technology, and
military assistance. (Chart 1) This
was a major salve for a country
starved of power supplies because
of years of an economic embargo,
called a blockade by the Cubans,
imposed by the U.S.

But the recent U.S. seizures of
Venezuela-linked oil tankers has
cut off deliveries to Cuba almost
entirely since December 2025.
This triggered a chain reaction of
shortages — prolonged power cuts,
fuel shortages, and transportation
and food supply disruptions.

Cuba’s oil dependency is struc-
tural. Oil accounts for 83% of total
power generation. The power gen-
erated from oil rose steadily from
about 12,700 GWh in 2000 to
16,500 GWh in 2023. (Chart 2).
Notably, oil products make up 56%
of Cuba’s total energy consump-
tion, feeding industry, transport,
agriculture, and households.

The energy crunch does not just
dim the lights; it disrupts Cuba’s
food supply chains. The country
imports roughly 80% of its food,
and prolonged blackouts interrupt
refrigeration that are vital for pre-
serving perishables.

In 2022, Venezuela supplied

75% of Cuba’s crude oil imports,
with Russia accounting for the re-
maining 25%. But by 2023, Cuba
began diversifying: Venezuela’s
share dropped to 58%, Mexico
emerged as a significant supplier
at 31%, and Russia’s share fell to
11%. (Chart 3).

By 2025, oil imports from Vene-
zuela had shrunk drastically. Reu-
ters reporting shows Venezuela
sent roughly 26,500 barrels per
day to Cuba in 2025, covering
about one-third of its daily needs.
Mexico supplied about 5,000 bpd,
while Russia and other allies con-
tributed only limited amounts.
Moreover, the Mexican President
has explicitly said that the country
is not scaling up output to meet
Cuba’s escalating needs.

The dire situation Cuba faces is
largely a result of the long-running
U.S. embargo, which began in 1962
following the Cuban Revolution
and nationalisation of industries,
including foreign-owned ones.
The U.S. tightened the embargo
significantly with multiple legisla-
tions in the 1990s.

The embargo has also resulted
in Cuba’s financial exclusion from
world trade, since all dollar tran-
sactions must clear through Amer-
ican banks. The U.S. redesignation
of Cuba as a “State Sponsor of Ter-
rorism” in 2021 deepened this iso-
lation; Cuban authorities have doc-
umented over 1,000 instances of
foreign banks refusing services
between 2021 and 2024.

UNCTAD data shows Cuba slid-
ing from modest trade surpluses in
the mid-2000s to deep and persis-
tent deficits. By 2022, the trade
deficit stood at $4.4 billion; it
further deteriorated to $13.9 bil-
lion in 2023, the worst figure in the
series. (Chart 4)

With no purchasing power and
restricted access to credit markets,
Cuba cannot simply buy oil on
commercial terms. The collapse of
the Venezuelan arrangement fol-
lowing the U.S. invasion has exa-
cerbated Cuba’s foreign exchange
crisis and severely crippled its eco-

nomy.
»

Cuba’s energy crunch

The data were sourced from the International Energy Agency, the U.S, Energy Information Assessment,
UN Trade and Development, the World Food programme and the American Economic Association
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Supply severed: The Liberian-flagged oil tanker sails through Havana Bay after departing Mexico’s state-owned oil
‘company Pemex terminal in Veracruz to deliver refined fuel for Cuba.

CHART 1: Exports of professional services from Cuba and oil
imports from Venezuela to Cuba from 2004 to 2018
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from 2020 to 2024
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JANUARY 27, 1976

IAS candidates may have to
sit for screening test

New Delhi, Jan. 26.: The Union Public Service
Commission is thinking of streamlining the
whole scheme of examinations for the Indian
Administrative Service and other Central
services so as to make it more fool-proof and
ensure that only the right type of candidates
finally get into the posts.

From a little over 11,000 who appeared for
the IAS and allied services in 1970, the figure has
swelled to nearly 30,000 in 1975. The increase
has become more pronounced in the last three
or four years.

Though the vacancies and the jobs for which
the examinations are held have also risen, the
Commission is faced with the problem of having
to select the right type of persons from a very
large number of young men and women. It has
also become a little difficult to get the required
number of suitable examiners to value the
scripts.

One of the many suggestions that have been
considered is that there should be a preliminary
screening examination especially for the IAS.
Those who qualify in the first test alone will be
entitled to take the final examination. The
details of this proposal, which is likely to be
finally accepted by the Commission, are being
worked out.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JANUARY 27, 1926
Robbery in Nizam's palace

Secunderabad, Jan. 26: A daring robbery was
C itted in Palace of H. E. H. the

CHART 3: Cuba’s crude oil import sources in 2022 and 2023
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CHART 4: Cuba’s trade balance from 2005 to 2023

(Valuein $ million)

T .

-5000

-10000:

Note: Figures from 2020
onward are estimated -13,882

SRR I O A
A ST B S S

Nizam a few days ago. It was discovered that two
very ancient sets of chess made of Zahr Mohra
and Sung Shub (very precious stone) and glass
made of ancient bidar were missing from
Sandalki Makhan of Falaknuma Palace.

On information being sent to the Police, Mr.
Venkataramana Reddy, City Kotwal, and Nawab
Mohamad Nawaz Jung, Director of the District
Police, visited the scene and concluded the theft
might have been committed by guards. Further
investigation showed that a guard named Syed
Ismail was absent from duty since the incident.

The Police traced him to his native place
Kohir in Bidar district and caught him while he
was trying to dispose of Bidar glass and arrested
him. Some pieces of chess were recovered from
his house and one piece from the Musi river
under Chadarghat bridge.
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Maoists killed in Death toll in Iran Number of ‘illegal Number of people The real Gross State
Jharkhand police protests according to  foreigners repatriated  missing in a deadly Domestic Product
operations last year rights group from Assam landslide in Java growth of Meghalaya

The Jharkhand Police killed 32
32 Maoists in encounters in 2025

as part of intensified
operations to curb left-wing extremism.
During the same period, 326 Naxalites
were arrested and 38 surrendered. The
DGP said the force remains committed to
making the State crime-free. en

AU.S-based
S48

said it has
confirmed the deaths of 5,848 people in
protests across Iran. The toll includes
protesters, minors, security personnel and
bystanders, according to the Human Rights
Activists News Agency. 4

Only 467 of the 1.7 lakh
467 declared illegal

foreigners have been
repatriated to their respective countries
from Assam to date. Assam has referred
almost 4.35 lakh cases of suspected
nationality to the Foreigners Tribunals till
October 31 last year. en

Nineteen members of
80 Indonesia’s elite marine force

are among 80 people
missing in deep mud after they were swept
away or buried by a weekend landslide
that tore through a mountainside in West
Java province, killing dozens, officials said
on Monday. ¢n

In per cent.
Meghalaya has
® emerged as the

second fastest-growing State in the country
after Tamil Nadu, recording a real Gross
State Domestic Product (GSDP) growth of
9.66% in 2025. Fn
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How will U.S. exit affect solar alliance?

instagram.com/the_hindu

When was the International Solar Alliance first set up? Where is it based? Will US. actions affect India’s solar module manufacturing capacity? What about

investments in solar power projects? How will it affect African nations and other poorer developing countries?

EXPLAINER

Kunal Shankar
Shikha Kumari. A

The story so far:
n January 7, the U.S.
government announced that it
would withdraw from 66
international organisations.
The reason given was that these bodies no
longer served American interests. Among
them were major climate platforms,
including the International Solar Alliance
(ISA), an organisation headquartered in
India and jointly led by India and France.

What is the ISA?

The ISA was set up in 2015 to make solar
power cheaper and easier to adopt,
especially in developing countries. While
it doesn’t build solar plants itself, it helps
countries access finance, reduce risk for
investors, and speed up solar adoption.
Today, the Alliance has over 120 member
countries and works across Africa, Asia,
and island nations. The U.S. joined fairly
late, in 2021. Over three years, it has
contributed around $2.1 million.

How will U.S. exit affect the ISA?
The U.S. exit will not really harm the
alliance financially. U.S. contribution
made up only about 1% of the Alliance’s
total funds. Indian officials have already
said that the ISA’s day-to-day work will
continue, and that ongoing programmes
will not be shut down. Moreover, training
and capacity-building efforts are still in
place.

But economics is not only about
budgets, it’s also about confidence. And
that’s where the ripple effects begin.

‘What about India’s solar industry?
As India does not depend on the U.S. for
solar panels or key equipment, solar
power will not become more expensive.
In fact, India now makes a large share of
solar components on its own. As of late

I

Astress factor: President Droupadi Murmu addresses the inaugural session of the Eighth International
Solar Alliance Assembly, in New Delhi on October 28, 2025. Ant

2025, India’s solar module manufacturing
capacity was close to 144 gigawatts. Solar
cell manufacturing was around 25
gigawatts and is growing fast, with Indian
companies investing across the entire
supply chain.

Moreover, China is by far the largest
producer of high-efficiency mass market
solar modules and cells, with 70% of the
global cell producing capacity. In fact,
India imported about $1.7 billon worth of
Photovoltaic (PV) modules from China in
FY25, as per a Ministry of New and
Renewal Energy (MNRE) report in
Parliament.

This makes it clear that the recent U.S.
decision does not push up project costs in
India. It does not affect electricity tariffs
either. For consumers, nothing changes.

Will investments slow down?
Again, unlikely. Most solar projects in
India are driven by domestic demand.
They are backed by long-term contracts
with state utilities and central agencies.
Investors look at India’s power demand,
policy stability, and growth potential.
The U.S. is not the main source of
funding for Indian solar projects. Indian
banks, global funds, and development
institutions continue to invest based on
India’s market fundamentals. So the
pipeline of projects inside India remains
intact. Even with respect to jobs, India is
relatively well-protected. Solar jobs in
India come mainly from manufacturing,
installation, and operations within the
country. Since India is rapidly building a
strong local manufacturing capacity,

these jobs are not affected by U.S. climate
policy. There is even a possible upside. As
the U.S. becomes more inward-looking
and slows renewable approvals at home,
it may still need clean energy equipment.
With the U.S. having supply tensions with
China and Mexico, Indian manufacturers
could find openings, either through
exports or by setting up units that meet
U.S. standards. A lot however, hinges on
the ongoing talks for a bilateral trade
agreement between New Delhi and
Washington.

Where is the real economic risk?
Mostly outside India. The ISA works
extensively in Africa and poorer
developing countries. These regions
depend heavily on cheap loans and
international cooperation to build solar
projects. When a large economy like the
U.S. steps back from climate engagement,
lenders can turn cautious; projects can
slow down; and decisions can take longer.
If solar growth slows in these regions,
Indian companies looking to expand
abroad may feel the impact.

The ISA is also one of India’s key tools
for climate leadership and diplomacy in
the Global South. It helps India build
influence, open markets, and support
Indian companies overseas. While the
U.S. exit removes one influential partner
and some technical expertise, it does not
change who leads the alliance. India still
does. That leadership now comes with
more responsibility.

What next?

Solar power in India does not become
costlier, domestic projects are not
threatened, and jobs inside India remain
secure. The real challenge then is a more
divided global climate landscape, where
cooperation is harder and emerging
markets need to work harder to attract
finance. For India’s solar industry, this is
not a shock. It is a stress test. And
compared with where it stood a few years
ago, India appears to be better prepared
to handle it.
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The U.S. exit will not really
harm the alliance financially.
U.S. contribution made up only
about 1% of the Alliance’s total
funds.

v

Most solar projects in India are
driven by domestic demand.
They are backed by long-term
contracts with state utilities
and central agencies.

v

The ISA works extensively in
Africa and poorer developing
countries. When a large
economy like the U.S. steps
back from climate
engagement, lenders can turn
cautious

How is China framing its
Antarctic ambitions?

What is the proposed Antarctic Activities and Environmental Protection Law?

Lekshmi M.K.

The story so far:
n December 23, 2025, media
houses reported that China
was proposing a draft
legislation titled the ‘Antarctic
Activities and Environmental Protection
Law’. The draft has been submitted for
first reading to the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress. The
proposed legislation seeks to regulate
China’s activities in Antarctica.

‘What does the draft legislation say?
The draft legislation consists of seven
chapters and 57 articles. It seeks to

scientific research, fisheries, tourism, and
shipping. A central feature of the draft is
its emphasis on peaceful use and
environmental protection in line with the
Antarctic Treaty System (a collection of
international agreements which govern
the southern continent). The draft
prohibits military activities, and only
allows its limited use if it is to support
peaceful objectives. It does not permit
combat operations, weapons testing,
troop deployment, or strategic military
activities. Mineral resource exploitation is
banned except for scientific research. The
draft also introduces environmental
impact assessments, supervision
mechanisms, and post-incident

establish a c I d ic legal

accc ility. Governance on

framework governing all Chinese-related
activities in Antarctica. It applies not only
to Chinese citizens and organisations but
also to foreign entities that organise
Antarctic activities from within China or
depart from Chinese ports. It also drafts
rules aimed at regulating expeditions,

o »

Antarctic tourism, waste management,
and marine pollution are also addressed.

‘What about China’s presence in the
Antarctic?

In 1984, China conducted its first scientific
expedition to Antarctica. Later it became

a consultative party to the Antarctic
Treaty in 1985. It has since then expanded
its scientific and logistical footprint in the
continent over 40 years. Currently, China
operates five research stations in the
Antarctic, namely the Great Wall Station,
the Ongshan Station, the Taishan Station,
the Kunlun Station, and the Qinling
Station. This well-established network of
research stations in different parts of the
Antarctic allows China to conduct
year-long scientific research. It can
conduct research across key climatic,
glaciological, atmospheric, and
astronomical zones. China also operates
advanced polar icebreakers such as the
Xuelong and Xuelong 2, strengthening its
logistical capacity.

‘What are China’s Antarctic goals?
China’s official statements emphasise
scientific research, climate studies,
environmental protection, an
international cooperation. Antarctic
research supports China’s understanding

of the global climate challenge, seal-level
rise and polar-atmospheric interactions.
This has implications for domestic
environmental planning as well. Its
ambitions are framed around science,
governance, participation, and long-term
strategic presence rather than territorial
claims. At the governance level, China
seeks to move from being a participant to
arule-shaping actor within the Antarctic
Treaty System. Moreover, sustained polar
operations contribute to advancement in
ice-breaking, satellite navigation and
extreme-environment engineering.

What does it mean for the Antarctic
treaty?

China’s draft Antarctic law signals its
move towards formalising and
strengthening its Antarctic presence. It
places Antarctic activities within a clear
domestic legal and regulatory framework
rather than relying only on policy
guidelines. It also reflects a broader
pattern among major consultative parties
using national legislation to ensure better
compliance with Antarctic Treaty
obligations. China’s legislative initiative
reinforces the need to monitor how major
powers organise and regulate their
Antarctic engagement, as domestic laws
increasingly shape behaviour within a
treaty-based governance system.

Lekshmi M.K. is pursuing a postgraduate
degree at Madras Christian College,
Chennai and is a Research Assistant at
NIAS, Bengaluru.
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The draft legislation seeks to
establish a comprehensive
domestic legal framework
governing all Chinese-related
activities in Antarctica.

v

China's ambitions are framed
around science, governance,
participation, and long-term
strategic presence rather than
territorial claims.
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Currently, China operates five
research stations in the
Antarctic, namely the Great
Wall Station, the Ongshan
Station, the Taishan Station,
the Kunlun Station, and the
Qinling Station.
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Black lives and the
experiment called America

Dr: King’s words, ‘Riots are the language of the unheard; are incessantly invoked by pundits trying to illuminate

why peaceful marches by day, devolve into volatile scenes of vandalism, arson, and looting by night

Ronnie A. Dunn

U.S. President Donald Trump has been
employing the forces of the U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) agency, at a much larger scale, to
conduct raids and searches in order to
find, arrest and deport undocumented or
“illegal aliens”. In the days since, several
news reports have reported on the excesses
of ICE agents against undocumented
migrants and sometimes even U.S. citizens.
Things came to a head when ICE agents
shot and killed Renée Good, a 37-year-old
American citizen, on January 7 in
Minneapolis. This has led to huge protests
in Minneapolis against ICE. On January
24, another U.S. citizen, ICU nurse Alex
Pretti, was shot and killed by ICE agents.
In this article dated June 13, 2020, Ronnie
A. Dunn analyses protests surrounding the
death of George Floyd. Here the author
analyses how white populations, due to
video evidence and eye-witness accounts,
were actually able to see how Black people
as well as other minority groups are
treated in the country. A parallel can be
drawn between the protests when one sees
how white majority populations have
responded to the incident.
n response to the protests and
racial unrest that have spread
across the United States and
around the world in the wake of the
May 25 video-recorded murder of George
Floyd , a 46-year-old African-American
father of five, by white Minneapolis police
officer, Derek Chauvin, who kneeled on
Floyd’s neck for 8 minutes and 46
seconds until he stopped breathing, the
words of Dr. Martin Luther King have
been cited frequently, as they often are in
times of racial tension in America.

Words that resonate

“Riots are the language of the unheard,”
are Dr. King’s words that are incessantly
invoked by pundits trying to illuminate
why peaceful marches and protests by
day, devolve into volatile scenes of
vandalism, arson, and looting by night.
There is another quote from Dr. King
given in a speech to the American
Psychological Association, at its annual
meeting in Washington DC in 1967, seven
months prior to his assassination, that is
equally, if not more relevant for this
current moment. In that speech Dr. King
stated, “White America needs to
understand that it is poisoned to its soul
by racism and the understanding needs to
be carefully documented and
consequently more difficult to reject.”
And in a challenge to his audience he
added, “...Negroes want the social
scientist to address the white community
and ‘tell it like it is’. White America has an
appalling lack of knowledge concerning
the reality of Negro life.”

‘With America just re-emerging from a
nationwide three-month, COVID-19
imposed house arrest, with no sports and
little on television to serve as a
distraction, the nation was held, both
captive audience and unwitting witnesses,
to arguably the most egregious, depraved,
and inhuman police use-of-deadly-force
ever visually recorded in American
policing history.

Additions to a brutal history
This video, carefully documented by
17-year-old Darnella Frazier using her

dead by federal i

Growing violence: Mourners gather at a makeshift memorial in the area where Alex Pretti was shot

agents in Mi

cellphone, of Floyd’s murder exposed
white America to the reality of, in
essence, the state-sanctioned racial
violence that blacks and people of colour
in the United States have decried since its
founding. Floyd’s death is the third
unarmed black citizen who has died at
the hands of white police in a four-month
period.

There was the case of 25-year-old
Ahmaud Arbery, an African-American,
‘who was chased and shot by a former law
enforcement officer and his son and
another white male, as Arbery jogged
near his New Brunswick, Georgia
neighbourhood. The other case was of
Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old
African-American emergency medical
technician living in St. Louis, Missouri,
shot eight times while lying in her bed by
undercover narcotics detectives. They
were attempting to execute a “no-knock
search warrant” on a suspect who was
already in police custody, and entered the
wrong residence. These recent killings are
but the latest in America’s long brutal
history of the taking and brutalisation of
black bodies, from slavery, through Jim
Crow, the Civil Rights/Black Power
Movements, to the War on Drugs and the
present era of mass incarceration.

The 349-year period, from 1619 when
the first Africans were brought to
American shores, to 1968, the year blacks
in principle gained their full citi i

on January 25. AFP

401-year experience (from 1619 to 2020)
in what is now the United States, which
was defined by crushing racial
oppression. Thus, it has only been in the
last 56 years, within this writer’s lifetime,
that African-Americans have ostensibly
been afforded the rights and freedoms
that accrue from American citizenship.
Yet, the brutal murder of blacks in
America continues, unabated.

Then and now

However, this moment feels
conspicuously different than those that
followed in the wake of the deaths of
other unarmed blacks killed by white

White protesters carrying “Black Lives
Matter” signs in white middle class
suburbs and small rural towns, as
demonstrations continue across the
country and now around the world,
clearly indicate this time is different.

Striking a chord, globally

And yet, the demands while at their core,
are the same that they have been for
generations of black folks, they too are
different. At their core, the demands are
for society to value a black life as much as
that of a white life, or any other, in every
regard. Thus, the simplicity and elegance
of the phrase, “Black Lives Matter,” which
captures the true essence of the now
401-year, blood-stained, struggle for
freedom and racial equality and justice in
America. But these protests also differ in
that, they have not only transcended
racial lines but they also have traversed
borders and oceans as protests have
spread to Canada, the United Kingdom,
South Africa, New Zealand, China, the
Philippines and many others, in solidarity
with the ‘Black Lives Matter’ Movement,
demanding an end to police brutality and
systemic racism both in America and
abroad.

Why have white Americans reacted
differently to this video of a defenceless
black person brutalised and killed by the
police, unlike those of 12-year-old Tamir
Rice (2014), Eric Garner (2014), or
Philando Castile (2016) and countless
others before? Perhaps, as with the social
scientists Dr. King challenged in his
speech, who would employ the scientific
method in their research, this video
provided a sufficient sample size of
evidence to convince a sceptical white
mainstream that the hypothesis that the
black subjects in this experiment in
democracy called America, are in fact the
victims of treatment by the police and the
criminal justice system that is the polar
opposite of their experiences with law
enforcement and the criminal justice
apparatus in this country.

On injustices

Just as COVID-19 has exposed the glaring
racial inequities that make blacks
disproportionately vulnerable to the
deadly disease, so has George Floyd’s
murder exposed to the world the
centuries-old, state-sanctioned and
extra-legal, racial violence and injustices
that blacks have been subjected to in
America. Yet, the deadly encounters that
African-Americans have with the police —
the most ubiquitous agent of the state and
that in which the average citizen is most
likely to have direct contact in their daily
lives, at least for people of colour — is only
the tip of the proverbial iceberg.

These interactions between blacks and
the police are emblematic of the deep,
structural, racial inequalities that
permeate every aspect of American
society. And while it affects black, brown,

police or self-appoi
invoking spurious claims of self-defence
under the increasingly permissive
provisions of “Stand-Your-Ground-Laws”,
now found in a majority of American
States. It feels different because unlike all
of the protests and riots that have ensued
after the deaths of other unarmed blacks
in the past, even those of the late 1960s,
where all of the protesters were primarily
black, this time was different. The
protesters, including peaceful
demonstrators, agitators, and looters,
who took to the streets of Minneapolis, a
city that is 64% white and 19% black, in
the aftermath of George Floyd’s death
were a multiracial amalgam of people
from all backgrounds.

The ors this time reflecta

rights with passage of the Fair Housing
Act which culminated in the enactment of
the modern Civil Rights legislation (i.e.,
1964 Civil Rights Act and 1965 Voting
Rights Act). This represents 87% of Blacks"

diversity that more closely mirrors that of
America. And as the protests and
demonstrations spread to cities and
towns, big and small across America, the
images that emerged were the same.

, and Asian people of various
intersectional social identities, in America
it is most evident in the marginalised
status of the black male.

1 submit that it is the historical,
economic deprivation, incarceration, and
social stigmatisation of the black male as
the symbolic assailant in the American
psyche that prevented a vast segment of
white America from acknowledging the
stark reality of black life in America. And
now that not only white America but also
the world has awoken to this reality, it is
incumbent upon society to reject the null
hypothesis that the cataclysmic criminal
justice and socioeconomic outcomes
affecting blacks, and by extent people of
colour, is the result of their own personal
failings. For if we do not, as is possible
with any experiment, the one called
America will ultimately fail.

Ronnie A. Dunn is Chief Diversity Officer
and Associate Professor of Urban Studies,
Cleveland State University, Ohio
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The new Syrian government’s attack on Kurdish forces has dealt a heavy blow to their
territorial rights and aspirations for a future homeland. A quiz on the Kurds

Mohammed Hidhavat

[N

[N QUESTION 5
QUESTION 1

Name the four countries were
the ethnic group is primarily
found.

A QUESTION 6
QUESTION 2

the Kurds was targeted by the
Islamic State? [N
QUESTION 7

this alternative model. Name it.

Which large-scale chemical attack did
the Baathist regime carry out against
the Iraqi Kurds in the 1980s?

[

Which Kurdish militant group was
Which religious minority among | suspected of assassinating the Swedish
Prime Minister Olof Palme?

QUESTION 3 In which year was a decree granting the

Which post-World War | treaty Kurds national language status for

promised Kurdish autonomy Kurdish; holiday for Nowruz; and

but was never ratified? restoration of citizenship issued? A

[ 8 | 8 Visual question:
‘QUESTION 4 QUESTION 8

Abdullah Ocalan abandoned
principles of Marxist-Leninism
in prison and replaced it with | 157
CcM
K

Which all-female Kurdish militia gained
global attention during the fight against

Heaven). YOUTUBE

Which medieval Kurdish commander became a central
figure in Islamic resistance to the Crusades (Hint: The 1998)
character was famously featured in this film Kingdom of

invited

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1.
The last time there was more than one guest at the Republic
Day parade. Ans: 2018 when 10 Heads of ASEAN States were

2. In 1956, this guest became the first non-Asian to be invited.
Ans: Rab Butler, U.Ks Chancellor of the Exchequer

3. Sir Malik Ghulam Muhammad and Rana Abdul Hamid have
been guests from Pakistan in these years. Ans: 1955 and 1965
4. These 3 members of the same family from this country that
have had the honour of being guests at the Republic Day
parade. Ans: Jigme Dorji Wangchuck, Jigme Singye
Wangchuck and Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, the
three kings of Bhutan

5. The only U.S. President to have been given the honour. Ans:
Barack Obama in 2015

6. In 1961, this guest became the first woman to be invited as
the Chief Guest. Ans: Queen Elizabeth

Visual: Name this European leader who has been invited twice
as the chief guest. Ans: Jacques Chirac of France (1976 and

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas| Ambarin Aslam| Parimal Das| Sunil
Madhavan| Dodo Jayaditya

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

“Is it O.K. to say, “I ain’t coming
tomorrow”? (P. Vijay, Hospet).

The word “ain’t” which rhymes with
“faint”, “paint” and “taint” is frequently
used in some dialects of British and
American English. African-Americans, for
example, use it quite often in their
speech. It is the short form of “am not”,
“is not”, “are not”, etc. Here are a few
examples: [ ain't coming home. (I am not
coming home) He ain’t good looking. (He
is not good looking). As to the question
whether one can say “I ain’t coming
tomorrow”, it depends on the context.
You can probably get away with it in
informal contexts, but not in formal ones.
Many native speakers frown on those who
do use this word. Do not use “ain’t” in
your writing. As some people put it, “Ain’t
ain’ta word, cos it ain’t in the dictionary!”

What is the meaning and origin of “to
beat about the bush”? (G. V. Vamsi,
Korukanda, Andhra Pradesh).

This expression owes its origin to the
cruel sport of batfowling. In this sport,
people went into the forest at night and
killed birds. The killing was done in a very
cruel manner. The “batfowlers” — that is
what these bird killers were called — woke
up the sleeping birds and stunned them
by shining bright light into their eyes.
They then proceeded to kill the birds with
bats and clubs. The people who indulged
in this sport were called “batfowlers”
because they used bats to kill fowls (i.e.,
birds). If the bushes in which the birds
were sleeping were thick, it was the job of
the servant boys who accompanied the
“batfowlers” to awaken the sleeping
birds. They did this by beating the bushes
that were adjacent to the thick one. The
sleepy birds, dazed and confused, flew
straight to the bright lights where they
were beaten to death. The servant boys
were not interested in the bushes they
were beating; they were interested in the
birds that were sleeping in the adjacent
bush. So when a person beats about the
bush, he/she conceals the real thing that
interests him/her. He/ she doesn’t come
straight to the point; he/she approaches
the subject cautiously in a roundabout
way. A person who beats about the bush
avoids answering questions directly. Here
are a few examples: I wish you would stop
beating about the bush and tell me what
happened. Stop beating about the bush.
Tell me how much money you need.

What is the difference in meaning
between “fare” and “price”? (J.
Suresh, Kurumandapam, Tiruchy).
A fare is usually the amount of money
that a passenger pays to be conveyed a
certain distance by train/bus/plane/taxi,
etc. When you pay a “fare”, a journey is
usually involved; it may be short or long.
Train fares keep going up every year and
nobody protests. The fare came to Rs. 50.
My cousin spends Rs. 2,000 a month on
taxi fares alone. The “price” of something
is the amount of money that you must pay
in order to buy it. It may be a shirt, a
bicycle, a television set, a ticket, etc. The
price of the car was Rs. 3,00,000. The
price of the plane ticket to Mumbai is Rs.
5,000; that is, the air fare from
Hyderabad to Mumbai is Rs. 5,000.
Published in The Hindu on June 1, 1999.

Word of the day

Schmooze:
an informal conversation; talk idly or casually
and in a friendly way

Synonyms: chat, confabulation

Usage: we hod a wonderful schmooze about
the old days.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/schmoozepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /fmu:z/
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Switching on reforms

Electricity (Amendment) Bill moots major changes

he Draft Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2025,
expected to be tabled in the Budget session,
pl some landmark measures in

the distribution sector. It unveils three major steps;
the first two are aimed at reducing the cost of power
for productive sectors, while the third attempts to
relieve discoms of an operational burden. The moves
are salutary, provided they are implemented well.

First, discoms will charge ‘cost reflective’
tariffs in a broad sense. The big shift here is
that cross subsidies being coughed up by
industryand railways will be phased out in
five years. This will have a positive
macroeconomic impact. Power Minister
Manohar Lal recently explained that cost
reflective tariffs will help discoms make a
profit, even as the subsidy to the rural sector
continues. Simply put, the subsidy shows up
in the books of the State governments, not
in that of the discoms. In fact, under the
Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS), this is already happening. As a
result, State finances have become more
transparent. Discoms have begun to show
profits. The second big step is allowing
multiple distribution companies in a single
area to promote competition. And third,
discoms may also be relieved of the
obligation to supply high load consumers
witha demand exceeding 1 MW.

The initiatives raise implementation
issues. Cost-reflective tariffs are fine,
provided the costs themselves are properly
assessed. Discoms may be saddled with high
costs where generators and transmission
companies enjoy pricing power. Meanwhile,
coal dispatched by rail could be expensive
because of the Railways’ policy of
subsidising passenger services. Therefore, a
holistic view of power costs that takes
upstream entities’ operations into account
becomes important. The move to allow
multiple distributors in one area, where
each can set up its own network or use
another network, can increase efficiency,
and even give a fillip to rooftop solar. But
certain issues arising from Mumbai’s
experience should be kept in mind. Disputes
over network rollout or in meeting
consumer demand (with litigation going up
to the Supreme Court in Mumbai’s case) are
areal possibility. There could be
overcapacities, or excessive dependence on
short-term power. Cherry picking of
consumers too can crop up. Therefore, a
pendulum swing from one distributor to
multiple ones is best avoided. Limiting the
numbers is a better way forward.

The move to liberate discoms from
supplying high load users is welcome. At
present, they are forced to have stranded
assets to deal with sudden requirements.
But moving away from discom dependency
calls for a transition period so thatall
stakeholders benefit. The open access,
short-term power market is still evolving,
evenas itaccounts for about 15 per cent of
generation. Overall, the sector is
transforming rapidly with decentralised
power likely to bring down discom costs of
supply in remote areas. Centre-States’
coordination can make a big difference in
keeping all this going.
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Europe’s payments problem: sovereignty starts at the till
When the centre-left French politician Aurore Lalucq posted awarning last
Wednesday that Donald Trump could cut off Europe from international payment
systems, the clip went viral. To many, her message made sense. After all, if Mr
Trump was prepared to test allies’ boundaries over Greenland, itis not far-fetched
toimagine Visaand Mastercard becoming used against a recalcitrant Europe. The
US can turn off payment systems it controls. Given such talk, Ms Lalucg, who chairs
the European parliament’s economic and monetary affairs committee, is not
wrong in calling for an “Airbus of European payments” to protect the EU. If the
European Commission president, Ursulavon der Leyen, is serious about the bloc’s
“independence”, then during her visit to India this week she might ask New Delhi
for advice. wonpon, sanusry2s

Ehe New York Times

The World Will Trump’s Greenland O

The free world exhaled on Wednesday when President Trump retreated from
his admi threat to invade . That relief, however, masks the
damage that Mr. Trump has done to America this week. Mr. Trump’s apologists
once dismissed his bullying of Greenland as an attempt at humor. Instead, it
has been something far darker. His immoral threats against a loyal NATO ally
have escalated a crisis in US.-European relations, weakened one of history’s
most successful alliances and hurt American interests in tangible ways. NATO
has been an important force for global stability and for the democratic values
that our nation champions. It has made the world safer, more prosperous and
better able to work together in common purpose. new vox, sanuagy 24
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one should take a look at the Directors
Responsibility Statement referred to in
section 134(3)(c) which is included in
the report of the board of directors to

it fa company.

PS KUMAR

nternal auditors could be

in-house or an outsourced entity;

except for banks and certain

Non-| ing Finance

Companies, risk-based Internal
audit (IA) is required to be conducted by
in-house internal auditors. Per section
138 of Companies Act, 2013 (the Act),all
listed companies, irrespective of their
size and other companies meeting
certain criteria are required to appoint
aninternal auditor.

However, IA should be conducted by a
chartered accountant or a cost
accountant although the internal
auditor need not be a firm of chartered
accountants or costaccountants.

While section 138 does not define
what an IA is, Companies (Accounts)
Rules, 2014 lays down that the audit
committee or the board of directors
shall in consultation with the internal
auditor formulate its scope, functioning,
periodicity and methodology. As good
governance requires, management has
no role in this and quite rightly, the Act
stays away from it rather than
micromanage. This raises the issue that
since the statute has left the manner of
designing the IA to the discretion of
directors, how should they address the
issue.

Looking at some of the current
practices, there is aneed for companies
to examine whether they are getting the
scope of 1A right. Notwithstanding the
absence of a statutory definition, there
are some pointers as to what could be
the minimum acceptable level for
section 138 as noted below:

To start with, to have an idea as to how
onerous a director’s responsibility is,

Section 134(5) lists some specific
matters for which directors accept
responsibility. Considering that the
directors of a company are givinga
positive assurance with respect to these
matters, it would serve the best interests
of the directors as well as the company
to have them examined by internal
auditors for a positive assurance.

The matters that would figure in the
Directors Responsibility Statement are
briefly: (i) preparation of financial
statements that give a true and fair view
and that the financial statements were
prepared ona ‘going concern’ basis; (ii)

ing the assets of the p
prevention and detection of fraud and
other irregularities; (iii) in the case of
listed companies, the company had laid
down effective and adequate internal
financial controls (IFC). Per section
143(3)(i), there is a corresponding
responsibility placed on the auditors to
confirm whether the company has
adequate IFCs with reference to
financial statements and whether such
controls are operating effectively.

Secondly. per section 177(4) (vii) The
role of Audit Committee includes
‘evaluation of internal financial controls

Directors’ responsibilities,
role of audit committees,
size of the company, and
governance of internal
audits are some of the
key factors that need to
taken into accounting
while framing a structured
internal audit

and risk management systems’; and per
sub-section (5) ‘The Audit Committee
may call for the comments of the
auditors about internal control systems,
the scope of audit, including the
observations of the auditors and review
of financial statement before their
submission to the Board and may also
discuss any related issues with the
internal auditors and auditors
(appointed per section 139) and the
management of the company.

Thirdly, Companies Auditor Report
Order, 2020 (CARO) requires the
auditors to answer ‘whether the
company has an internal audit system
commensurate with the size and nature
ofits business; The ‘Guidance Note on
CARO 2020 (Revised 2022)’ issued by
the Institute of Chartered Accountants
of India (ICAI) states as follows (thereis
more, however, limited for brevity)
“Generally internal audit function
includes the following activities with
regard to the entity:

(i) Evaluation of internal controls.

(ii) Examination of financial and
operational information.

(iii) Review of operating activities.

(iv) Review of compliance with laws
and regulations.

(v) Evaluation of risk management
and governance practices.

Fourthly, Standard on Audit (SA) 610
(Revised) ‘Using the Work of Internal
Auditors’ defines Internal Auditas
follows: ‘A function of an entity that
performs assurance and consultmg

Internal audit and
itsrole in corporate
governance

CORP GOVERNANCE. Given the expanding scope of internal auditors,
companies must keep up with the evolving environment

GETTY IMAGES

risk management processes to enhance
governance and achieve organisational
objectives’. Although there is a slight
difference between SA 610 and the
Framework of SIA, the central theme of
IAis on the assurance of effectiveness of
internal controls and risk management.

Although the Act is silent about the
scope of A having left it to the
discretion of audit committees and
board of directors, when it comes to
reporting on the adequacyand
effectiveness the auditors of the
company have been bestowed a special
status and have been charged witha
responsibility by the CARO and SA 610
(Revised) dealt withabove. Thereisa
preponderance of intent even if not
expressed within the Act pointing out
the direction of anIA.

Therefore, before designing the 1A,
audit committees and the directors
should take a close look at the matters
discussed above. This is the minimum
expectation and in practice, several
companies extend the scope to other
areas which are considered relevant and
required as circumstances may warrant.
The National Financial Reporting
Authority (NFRA) has been giving
guidance to auditors in the manner of
dealing with the IA. A formal and
structured IA built around the subjects
mentioned above would give a company
avery effective IA ensuring that it fits
into the corporate governance structure.

Also, compliance with Section 138
demands it. Going fnrward, asnew
th

in information

activities designed t I and

- keholders. and

ion to the

improve the f the entity’s
governance, risk management and
internal control processes’.

Lastly, Introducing the Standards of
Internal Audit (SIA), the ‘Framework
Governing Internal Audits’ issued by the
1CAL, Paragraph 3 defines internal audit
as follows: ‘Internal audit provides
independentassurance on the
effectiveness of internal controls and

with non-financial information
including sustainability and ESG
demanding more attention, IA would
need to keep up with the changing
environment witha corresponding
responsibility on the directors tobe
current.

The writer isa Chartered Accountant

When welfare leads to workforce confidence

Social security must no longer be static or fragmented; it must be portable, digital, and inclusive

—
Shobha Karandlaje

orkers today rarely frame
s ;§ ; their demands in the language
of policy. They demand
something more fundamental: Will my
job last? Will my family be secure? Will
‘my skills remain relevant tomorrow?
These questions speak not just of
employment, but of confidence in the
ture.

India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat
is not only about: creat.mg jobs —itis

perspective. I have spoken to young
people entering the job market for the
first time, uncertain whether degrees
will translate into livelihoods. I have met
migrant workers who want to move for
opportunitywithout losing access to
social protection. I have interacted with
platform workers who seek fairness and
recognition in new forms of
employment. Their aspirations point to
a slmple truth: workers donot want

dency; they want predictabi

and dignity.
“This is where reform becomes

about creating among
workers. Confidence that effort will be
rewarded. Confidence that mobility will
not mean loss of security. Confidence
that change will bring opportunity, not
vulnerability.

For along time, labour po].lcy in lndm
was largely about

1. Our efforts are focused on
building systems that travel with the
worker— across jobs, locations, and life
stages. Social security must no longer be
static or fragmented; it must be
portable, digital, and inclusive.
Employment frameworks must
formalisation without

dispute resolution. While these remain
important, they are no longer sufficient
for a fast-changing economy. Today, the
role of the Labour Ministry is evolving
— from being a regulator of the past to
becoming an enabler of the future
workforce.

Years of engagement with people at
the grassroots has deeply shaped this

discouraging enterprise. Most
importantly, policy must keep pace with
how work itself is changing.

The world of work is being reshaped
by technology, global supply chains,and
evolving employer-employee
relationships. Gig work, remote
employment, automation, and
international labour mobility are no

WORKERS. For a secure future

longer future concepts — theyare
today’s reality. The challenge before us is
to ensure that flexibility does not come
at the cost of fairness, and innovation
does not weaken protection.

COMPASSIONATE REFORMS

‘The Labour Ministry’s approach is
guided bya clear principle: reform with
compassion, growth with inclusion.
Labour reforms are being pursued not as
isolated legal exercises, but as
instruments to expand coverage, reduce
uncertainty, and create an ecosystem
‘where enterprises grow and workers feel

secure. Dialogue and trust are central to
this journey. Sustainable reform cannot
be achieved through directives alone. It
requires continuous engagement with
workers’ organisations, employers, and
state governments. Consensus may take
time, but it ensures durability —and
durability is essential for long-term
confidence.

Ultimately, the success of India’s
growth story will be measured not only
by economic indicators, but by the
confidence with which workers plan
their future.

A confident workforce is more
productive, more innovative, and more
resilient. It is also the strongest
foundation of social harmony.

The Ministry of Labour &
Employment is actively working to
translate this vision into action —
strengthening institutions, modernising
systems, and aligning policy with the
realities of a 21st-century workforce.
The goal is clear: to ensure that every
worker feels secure enough toaspire,
skilled enough to compete, and
confident enough to move forward.

‘The writer is Union Minister of State for Micro, Small
i i dL
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Cutting fertilizer subsidy
Itis with reference to the news
report ‘Govt plans Fertilizer Mission
to cutimports, chemical use’
(January 26).

Fertilizers provide essential nutrients
for plants. Every year the Centre
spends crores toimport chemical
fertilizers.

Derived from natural sources suchas
animal manure, compost, green
manure, plant residues enrich the
soil with essential nutrients. The
proposed Fertilizer Mission must aim
toimprove the sustainable
alternatives to chemical fertilizers.

P Victor Selvaraj

Palayamkottai

This refers to “Govt plans Fertilizer
Mission to cutimports, chemical
use” (January 26). Promoting
bio-fertilizers, organic inputs and
other natural alternatives is
important to make the proposed
Mission on Fertilizers effective.
Direct subsidies to reduce farmers"
costs, along with tax benefits,
research support for companies, and
public-private partnerships, can
strengthen the plan. Inaddition,
digital tools can help farmers
understand soll health and fertilizer
needs. A proper monitoring system
totrack fertilizer use, soil quality and
crop output will help meet goals.
Field trials across regions and active

farmer participation are essential to
reduceimportsand maintain
agricultural productivity and food
security.

S Balasubramaniyan

Villopuram (TN)

For ‘bumper’ certainty
Apropos the Editorial Robust rabi’
(January 26), the reported 652 lakh
hectares of rabi sowingis a welcome
sign of agricultural recovery, fuelled
by timely MSPs and strategic
fertilizer management. Yet, record
acreage is merely a promise, nota
payout. While the prospect of
cooling food inflation and a GDP
boost s enticing, the IMD's forecast

of adrywinterand afadingLa Nifia
serves asa sobering reality check.

strategic focus likely in Budget’
(January 26), there s an urgent need

Tr 'trelyon

pup in

the ‘luck’of a maonscon.

and critical minerals.

We must pivot from celebrating
sowing statistics to fortifying against
climate volatility. As we enter the
final leg, the real test isnt the
quantity of seeds in the ground, but
ourability to mitigate heat stress and
water scarcity. A bumper crop
should be a policy-driven certainty,
nota seasonal surprise.

K Chidanand Kumar
Bengalury
Budgetagenda

Apropos the article ‘Reformist,

in the upcoming Budget.
Compared with the US, Taiwan and
China, India’s chip design and
manufacturing s still at the nascent
stage of fabricating chips in the
range of 28nm to 110nm.

India needs to invest quickly in
semiconductor researchand
developmentand should be able to
transition to manufacturing smaller
cutting-edge chips in the range of
5nmto2nm,

Kosaraju Chandramouli

Hyderabad
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More funds for farm R&D

This is vital for productivity, climate challenges

—
Bhupinder Singh Hooda

ith the Budget for
‘ ;s ; 2026-27 approaching,
farmers across the

countryare mobilising,
underscoring that many agrarian
problems remain unsolved. The
years of neglect have forced
farmers to take to the streets.
Their protests point to deeper
issues in the sector, especially low
income, climate challenges, and
the ongoing lack of investment in
agricultural researchand
development.

Farmers want lasting solutions
that improve their knowledge,
resilience, and income wcunty,
especially as input costs rise,
weather becomes more
unpredictable, and landholdings
shrink. Productivity growth has
slowed, costs keep rising, and
climate shocks are happening
more often. Tackling these issues
requires science-based solutions,
which highlight the importance of
agricultural research. Despite

FOOD SECURITY. Investment in
agrarian science essential

world’s most extensive
agricultural research systems,
employing nearly 27,500
scientists and over 100,000
support staff. Despite this
expansive infrastructure, critical
challenges remain unresolved,
including reducing cultivation
costs, closing yield gaps,
managing water scarcity,
improving market access, and
strengthening food processing
and value chains.

Previous solutions improved
food security but were
regmn specific and

policy
public investment in agricultural
research and development
remains insufficient. Almost 85
per cent of the R&D budget goes
to salaries and running costs,
leaving little for core research.
This problem happens every year.
The Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR)
says most of its budget is spent on
salaries. At the same time, State
agricultural universities across
Indiaare short of funds, limiting
their ability to conduct research
and support farmers.

MARGINAL RISE IN FUNDING
Recent budgets have shown only
slight increases in funding. The
Department of Agricultural
Research and Education (DARE),
which includes ICAR, got 310,466
crore for 2025-26, up from
10,156 crore in 2024-25. Atthe
same time, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
received ¥1.32 lakh crore in
2024-25 and about ¥1.37 lakh
crore in 2025-26,a2.5 per cent
drop from the revised 2024-25
estimates. Only a small share of
this money goes to research and
innovation, indicating that
agricultural science remainsa low
national priority.

‘With R&D spending stuck at
just 0.3-0.7 per cent of
agricultural GDP, India is far
behind countries like the US,
China, Israel, and South Korea,
which invest 2-4 per cent. This
shows how urgently India needs
to step up its commitment. There
can be no consequences.

India operates one of the

mmfed areas, smaﬂholdels, and
landless labourers. Currently,
nearly 50 per cent of Indian
agriculture is rain-dependent, and
climate change has rendered
traditional practices increasingly
unreliable. Research priorities
must therefore shift towards dry
land farming, climate-resilient
crops, affordable technologies,
and diversified livelihood systems
that mitigate risk and enhance
income security.

Investment in agrarian science
should be recognised as essential
for food security, rural
livelihoods, climate resilience,
and national stability. To
effectively translate these
recommendations into practice,
the Budget should include specific
policy actions, such as earmarked
R&D funds dedicated to
sustainable agricultural
initiatives, the introduction of
performance-linked grants to
encourage breakthroughs in
agricultural science, and the
establishment of a national
agrarian innovation task force to
prioritise critical research areas.

The principle of Jai Jawan, Jai
Kisan, Jai Vigyan, Jai Anusandhan’
remains relevant, underscoring
the interconnectedness of
farmers’ welfare, scientific
advancement, and national
self-reliance. Budget 2026
presents a critical opportunity to
translate this vision into effective
policy measures.

Thewriter s (State) Leader of Opposition and

former CM Haryana; headed the Congress
Committee on Agriculture &Farm Welfare

thehindubusinessline.
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Banks can now offer loans, accept deposits thru agents
Banks are now allowed to outsource lending and deposit-taking activities to
enable them to reach remote areas. They can now collect deposits from public
and deliver credit to borrowers through agents appointed by them. The RBI
has permitted banks to appoint NGOs, microfinance agencies, post offices and
NBFCs (not accepting deposits) to act as Business Correspondents.

Govt targeting $10-b FDI in ’06-07: Kamal Nath

The Government is targeting an overall foreign direct investment (FDI) inflow
of $10 billion during the next fiscal and expects around $7.5 billion in the
current financial year, the Minister for Commerce and Industry, Mr Kamal Nath,
said. The actual FDI inflow till October this fiscal stood $2.59 billion.

Flexible labour law for textiles on anvil

In a bid to introduce labour law flexibility for the textiles sector, the
Government is considering a proposal whereby firms could be given the
go-ahead to employ “non-permanent” workers if they furnish bank guarantees
against the names of these workers, earmarking their salaries against a
specified minimum period of employment during a year.

CAPITAL
IDEAS. <

RICHA MISHRA

ill BRICS lead toa

multi-polar energy

order or creation of a

fresh cartel? Whowill

take the lead in energy
space — China or Russia? Where does
India stand? These questions are being
increasingly discussed in the global
geopolitical space.

A cursoryassessment points toa
multipolar order, where both China and
Russia will playa significant role in it.
For India, BRICS energy cooperation is
broadly advantageous but not without
constraints.

BRICS cooperation spans
hydrocarbons, renewables, critical
minerals, and energy infrastructure,
with growing emphasis on
local-currency trade and alternative
payment mechanisms. India assumed
the BRICS presidency on January 1,
succeeding Brazil. It will lead the
11-member bloc with a focus on
‘Building for Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation, and Sustainability’. There
are 10 partner countries too.

Over the years, energy cooperation
‘has evolved intoa strategic pillar for the
bloc, which, according to reports,
accounts for nearly 50 per cent of global
energy production and consumption.
This year, the alliance is increasingly
focused on balancing energy security
witha justand inclusive transition toa
low-carbon future.

The bloc has a ‘Roadmap for Energy
Cooperation’ (2025-2030). Its Nuclear
Energy Platform, established in late
2024, was expanded in 2025. It facilitates
corporate-level cooperation on nuclear
projectsas a clean energy source, with
financial support from the New
Development Bank (NDB).

Then there is an issue of Energy
Transition Financing. According to
reports, member-states are actively
pushing for the use of local currencies in
energy trade. As the chair, India has
invited BRICS nations to participate in
the upcoming energy gathering,
scheduled for later this year.

Power Minister Manohar Lal, at the
BRICS Energy Ministers’ Meeting 2025,
highlighted energy security as one of the
most pressing challenges and
empbhasised the need to strengthen
BRICS cooperation to promote
equitable access to energy resources
globall;

The bloc supported open, fair and
non-discriminatory international
energy markets, and encouraged the use
of local currencies in energy trade.. The
members also emphasised on the
importance of resilient infrastructure,
diversified energy sources, and critical
minerals for clean technologies.

“From my perspective, BRICS energy

think - bl

How will BRICS
energy pact pan out:

It should emerge as a more multipolar order, with Russia and China shaping the energy
agenda. However, for tangible outcomes, bilateral relations will play a decisive role

cooperation reflects a strategic shift
towards amore multipolar energy order
rather than the creation of a unified
cartel. The initiative is driven by shared
interests in energy security, supply
diversification, and reducing exposure
to Western-dominated institutions and
financial systems,” Umud Shokri, energy
strategist and senior visiting fellow at
George Mason University.

“The recent expansion of BRICS to
include energy-rich states such as Iran
and the UAE strengthens its resource
base, but internal diversity in energy
profiles and political priorities mean the
bloc functions more as a coordination
platform than a tightly integrated
alliance,” he said.

He agrees that geo-politically, BRICS
energy cooperation could accelerate the
fragmentation of global energy
governance, “By facilitating trade
outside dollar-based systems and
Western regulatory frameworks, it
weakens the leverage of sanctions and
challenges institutions like the [EAand
Bretton Woods-linked mechanisms,” he
said, adding that “this trend is already
visible in Russia’s redirection of oil and

As a fast-growing
energy importer, India
benefits from diversified
supply options, discounted
hydrocarbons, and access
to alternative financing and
technology channels

gas exports to Asia and in experiments
with non-dollar settlement. While this
may enhance resilience for participating
states and stabilise Supp]l(.s for

P!
compeunon with G7 counmes and
could intensify rivalry in energy-rich
regions such as the Middle East, Africa,
and Central Asia.”

‘WHO WILL DOMINATE?

Further, a debate is emerging as towho
will become a dominant player in BRICS
energy order — China or Russia.
According to Shokri, “In terms of
dominance, Chinaand Russia are likely
to shape the BRICS energyagenda.
China’s role stems from its position as
the world’s largest energy consumer, its
financial capacity, and its leadership in
clean-energy manufacturing and
deployment. Russia, despite sanctions,
remains a critical supplier of oil, gas, and
nuclear technology and uses energyasa
strategic tool in foreign policy.”

“Other members contribute in more
specialised ways: Brazil through
biofuels, Gulf states through capital and
reserves, and Iran through

REUTERS

“Bilateral relations will playa decisive
role in translating BRICS energy
cooperation into tangible outcomes.
Given the bloc’s loose institutional
structure and divergent national
interests, most progress is likely to
occur through bilateral or mini-lateral
deals nested within the broader BRICS
framework,” he said, adding that
examples include Russia-India crude
trade, China-Brazil renewable
investment, and potential China-Gulf
infrastructure financing.

“These arrangements offer flexibility
and speed but also limit the emergence
of aunified BRICS energy policy,
reinforcing the view that the grouping
amplifies bilateral leverage rather than
replacing it,” he said.

INDIA’S POSITION

Where does India stand in all this? “As a
fast-growing energy importer, India
benefits from diversified supply options,
discounted hydrocarbons, and access to
alternative financing and technology
channels. Participation strengthens its
bargaining power and reduces
vulncrabilitytu price shocks and

hydrocarbons under
‘Without strong institutional
constraints, this asymmetry suggestsa
de facto Sino-Russian leadership rather
than equal influence across members,”
he said.

Amidstall these one also needs to
remember that among the BRICS
members themselves the bilateral
relations vary — for example, Indiaand
China vis-a-vis India and Russia.

pressure.

The looming threat of antimicrobial resistance

CK Mishra
Siddhartha Bhattacharya

recently made a strong appeal

for the responsible use of
antibiotics. Referring to a recent
repan. he caunoued [hat anubloncs

P rime Minister Narendra Modi

has alreadyincreased healthcare
expenditure by an estimated $66
billion. If resistance rates increase at
the pace observed in the bottom 15 per
cent of countries, AMR-related health
costs could escalate to $325 billion,
while the global economy could be $1.7
mllxon smaller by 2050.

the dangers of antibiotic misuse.
Training programmes for doctors
should be mandated by ICMR to raise
awareness about AMR, including
correct dosing, frequency and duration
of antibiotic treatment.

Adedicated platform that brings
together central and State

ive
agamsr common infections suchas
pneumonia and urinary tract
infections. His message to citizens was
clear: medicines require proper
guidance, and antibiotics, in particular,
should always be consumed under
medical supervision. This public
intervention reflects growing concern
at the highest levels of government

iding high-qu
Lreal:ment to everycne with hactenzl
infections and funding innovation in
new antibiotics could, by 2050, reduce
health costs by $97 bﬂllon Addressing

ag
industry stakeholders would enable
structured discussions on the
implementation of ICMR AMR
guidelines. A defined list of essential

AMR requires action
across sectors. One such opportunity
lies in creating coalitions of willing
countries to establish common
funding pools for research and pooled

ic tests should be formulated,
and laboratory infrastructure must be
established at the district level to
support timely and accurate diagnosis.
Finally, monitoring and auditing must

about AMR and its f of innovative antibiotics. ~ become routine.
implications. According to data from Public awareness remains a critical The Prime Minister’s call for
the WHO, around 1.27 million deaths pillar of the response to AMR. A responsible antibiotic use should serve
are direr:t_ly attributed to anti bial ~ national. ign — sxmﬂar tothose asa catalyst for sustained action.
resistance (AMR) annually. undertaken for HIV, p

The economic cost of AMR is is — should‘ d ped to
substantial and rising. Globally, AMR educate pati d by y NATHEALTH

litical pressure. At the same time,
Tndia must manage China’s outsized
influence and avoid strategic
over-dependence on any single partner,”
Shokri said.

Though BRICS provides India with
greater strategic autonomy in energy
diplomacy, New Delhi will need to up its
scale when dealing with China,
particularly as India too is giving a push
toits green energy business.

On businessline.in

Perils of expansive
gender provisions in FTAs

Taking gender
commitments in
FTAs with little
domestic
regulatory and
implementing
capacity is nothing
short of a recipe for
disaster, says
Sangeeta Godbole

e
https://tinyurl.com/59K67zhe

The bricks and

steel trap
Deepanshu
Mohan looks at
why India’s

government
capex-spending
surgeisn’t igniting,
a private sector
investment fire

hittps://tinyurl com/murduduf
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EASY

ACROSS
1. Wl repute (6) 1. Not fitting (13)

4. Dug-out (6) 2.Squander piecemeal (7)
9. Maintenance for divorced partner (7) 3. Meeting; old

10. Air raid warning (5) administrative assembly (4)
11. Footway (4) 5. Never still (8)

12, Cry loudly (4) 6. Towards top of world (5)
13.A woman's (3) 7. Twentieth of ton (13)

15. Study print (4) 8. Daman, dassie,

16. Puts question (4) rock-rabbit (5)

19. Putrefy (3) 4. Robot-like; with identity
21, Return sound (4) concealed (8)

22. Faithful (4) 17. Waiting at table (7)

24. Dwelling-place (5) 18. Move, budge ()

25. Proving deficient in test (7) 20. Body of soldiers (5)

26. Lay bare (6) 23. Collection of papers,
27. Iterate (6) dossier (4)

DOWN

NOTSOEASY

ACROSS
1. Public disgrace if many are turned out (6)

4.slitin the ground where fish goes round river (6)
9. Support for estranged spouse mainly consists of nothing (7)
10. Fascinating woman is going back to Rouen where French left (5)

11. It's the way pathology can be cut short (4)

12. Loud cry from first bandit to break the law (4)

13. Alady’s principal man has dropped the ring (3)

15. Study the words that make up the abomasum (4)

16. Invites one to remove the top of the barrels (4)

19. Without a vehicle donkey’s encouragement will decay (3)
21. A sound coming back in one Chopin piece (4)

22. Starts the race under-exercised, to be honest (4).

24. Dwelling might consist of a bed with nothing in it (5)

25. Having a weakness for ploughing (7)
26. Let the film see the light to show one up (6)

27. Another showing may not suit one’s digestion! (6)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2604

ACROSS 1. Hammocks 7. Crime 8. Between 9. Derange 10. Link 12. Excited 14. Partake 17. Etch 18. Confine 21. Retires 22. Linen 23. Myrmidon

DOWN
T.Itisnt suitable to be at home and filch it (13)

2. Waste one’s money on food fried in batter (7)

3. Tom held nothing up that was debatable (4)

5. Can't stay still so must do with a smaller amount

of sleep (8)
6. Direction taken from noble PM (5)

7.112 pounds and under height WD ordered (13)

8. A dassie may be hairy without one before
ten (5)

14. Don't have to confront so much that is
unidentified (8)

17. Performance of religious worship at the start

of play (7)
18. Transfer a woman's undergarment (5)
20. Show the colour of pot or its variant (5)

23. Go one behind another to make it smooth (4)

DOWN 1. Hobble 2. Mutineer 3. Open 4. Kindle 5. Sign 6. Defend 7. Coracle 11. Station 13. Tortured 14. Pickle 15. Energy 16. Chosen 19. None 20. Stem

) ACHCHE

+
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Don'tget bedazzled b
gold's latest price pea

Its dizzying uprun past $5,000 per ounce reflects a fear of the future as Trump rattles the

world. Anxiety levels may change as responses emerge to the risk of a big financial rupture

he priceofgold has scaled yet

another historic peak, leaping

above the mark of $5,000 per

ounce toreach $5,100 on Monday.

Abouta year ago, it was at $2,770,

but experts now expect the yellow
metal to go past $6,000 by the end 0f 2026.
This surge can safely be pinned on the safe-
haven effect of US President Donald Trump’s
erratic policies, which have eroded confidence
inboth the dollar’s stability and its ability to
retain its post-World War Il crown as the
anchor currency of global finance. However,
there is such a thing as too much of a good
thing, and once the real world becomes less
volatile, some investors who fled regular assets
like stocks and bonds could return, which
could see the price of gold descend from these
heights. In other words, gold is not a buy-and-
forget-it store of value, despite its dizzying rise
over the past year.

Gold was once the bedrock of global finance.
Under the Bretton Woods system adopted in
1944, countries agreed to run currencies that
were convertible into the US dollar and the US
agreed to convert dollars presented by foreign
governments and central banksinto gold ata
rate of $35 per ounce. This gave stability to
exchangerates, but also gave the US a unique
opportunity to runits mint to create money
accepted around the world. An oversupply of
dollars abroad, particularly in Europe, eventu-
ally forced the US to abandon its promise to
convert dollars into gold. Thiswas in the early
1970s. After that, most currencies began to
float on global demand and supply, while some
sought to peg theirs to the dollar. On its part,
the International Monetary Fund created Spe-
cial Drawing Rights to let countries borrow

funds from it for forex payments, offering a
cushion to those struggling to pay. Currency
values reflect economic performance; they
capture the demand for and supply of national
currencies for trade and investment, internal
price stability relative to other economies and
also productivity changes. Ultimately, thus, a
currency’s exchange value is determined by
macro management, rather than a hoard of
forex reserves piled up to defend it in case of a
sudden capital-flight crisis. The most trusted
reserve currency has been the dollar. In 2011
and 2023, after credit rating agencies down-
graded US debt a notch, its currency actually
strengthened as panicky capital fled to the
safety of US government bonds. However,
Trump’srejection of the world’s rules-based
order of trade and security, coupled with his
threat to the mdepmdence of America’scen-
tral bank, the Fed, has shaken the globe’s trust
in the US dollar and Treasury bonds. At the
start of 2020, over 60% of global forex reserves
were held in dollars. That share had fallen
t056% by the end of 2025's third quarter.
Granted, central banks have diversified their
holdings and been buying bullion since the
West's Great Recession, but that trend stands
amplified. Last May, when Moody's notched
down its rating of US bonds, capital fled the
dollar, unlike in the past. Should a future Fed
prove unable to tighten money supply in the
face of US fiscal overruns, worse might follow.
If the price of gold also turns volatile at some
point, asseems probable, investors and central
banks may have to look farther afield. Perhaps
they will raise their share of non-financial, non-
bullion, non-commodity holdings, for which
they’'ll need to deploy sophisticated tools of risk
management. Alwould help, of course.

M

Alis not UPL: Trying to apply the
same model will doom progress

The template for India’s most celebrated digital success won't work in a field that diffe

are, respe(uvely a corpora!e Sadvisesid
author of ‘Family and Dhanda’; and a strategic
security and digital policy researcher.

ithin minutes of almostany
policy discussion on digital
technologies and artificial
ADin India, T T
inevitably sus Pl orthe Umll(‘d
Payments Interface. It has become the
default analogy, a governing motnphor
and increasingly even a policy
Ifastate-backed. nn-lec- payment

innovation, the argument goes, w h\' not

replicate that model for AI?
Thisreasoningis flaw e(l T hc pl 0-

analogy usually s

intersecting layers of code, data, labour,
frameworks and compute power—each
progressing at different speeds. Capital
alone did not determine outcomes, nor
did scale orstate backing.

Untilrecently, it widely believed
that training competitive models
required access to tens of thousands of
GPUs, effectively restricting serious AT
development to a handful of capital-rich
firms. That beliefshaped global policy
thinking, including sweeping semicon-
ductor export controlsimposed by the
US on China. These controls were
premised on the belief that Al could be
placed under a form of compulsory
licensing through chip access.

That assumption proved misplaced.
While sanctions raised costs and altered
pathways, they did not confer durable
control. Chinese firms r
re-configuring the supply ck
sought sovereignty not merely ov
models, but over data, framewor
silicon itself. Frameworks like Py
remained central, even as efforts accel-
erated to reduce dependence on Nvidia
hardware through adapters and alterna-
tive chips such as Huaw scend
series. The supply chain adapted

rlines. Al development demands
significant compute infrastructure—
most notably h:g,h -end m‘aphus pro-

i Us

scarce and [.np,(‘l\'
unaffordable for Indian startups and
research labs, Capital, therefore, is
framed as the binding constraint. The
solution, itisargued, is for the state to
stepin: procure GPUsat scale, createa
shared compute pool and rent access at
nominal cost. Remove capital asa bar-
rierand inmovation will follow—just as it
didwith UPL

But Alis nota payment system and
cannot be governed through a compul-
sory licensing regime. Itisa complex,
evolving global supply chain that has
been in the making for decades. Unlike
UPL Al did not emerge through alinear
process of state-led design followed by
private adoption. Alevolved through

because it was neither shallow nor
1

matters for India’s Al policy
dcb(ne Itdemonstrates that even the
most powerful state, acting with allies,
cannot place Alunder a compulsory
regime. The reason s structural: Al's
supply chain is both deep and broad.
Compute is one input among many.
Optimizing—or subsidizing—only that
variable does not produce break-
throughs; it merely distorts incentives.

UPIL, by contrast, worked precisely
because the problem was narrow. Pay-
ments could be standardized. Interop-
erability could be mandated. Participa-
tion could be licensed. The institutional
architecture—spanning the regulator,
operating entities and the banking s
tem—made this possible.

India’s policy record shows a recur-
ring tendency to identify ‘national

= [T s
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champions,’ channel subsidies towards
them and align regulatory and adminis-
trative resources to ensure their suc-
cess. Over time, this creates a symbiotic
relationship in which the boundary
between state and firm blurs, evenif
formal separation remains intact.

Such an approach may be defensible
insectors characterized by stable tech-
nologies and scale-driven economics. In
AL itis far more problematic. Models
succeed not because they are favoured,
but because they are useful. When
utility surges and commercial success
follows, protected national champions
face an uncomfortable reality: they are
preferred at home, but struggle to com-
pete abroad—the arena where Al com-
petitiveness is ultimately revealed.

The response historically hasbeen
predictable. Firms either petition the
state for mandates, restrictions or bans
tosustain relevance or pivot away from
frontier innovation into adjacent
niches. The result is familiar: national
champions become local heroes but
globally irrelevant.

None of this is an argument for state
withdrawal. Public investmentin
research, skills, dataand access is
essential. But Al sovereignty cannot be
manufactured through administrative
toolsor central allocations. It emerges
from participation in global supply

ch ot insulation; from diffusion of
capability, not concentration of control.

Compute availability is the most
visible input, but also the easiest tomis-
price, misallocate and overemphasi:
When accessis centrally provisione
incentives shift from problem selection
to resource consumption, privileging
entities adept at navigating committees
over those with technical know-how. In
afield where progress often comes from
small teams pursuing unfashionable
ideas with limited resources, such an
approach biases the system against the
kind of exploratory work that moves Al
forward. Alis not UPL Designing policy
asthough it were would be an expensive
ading of both.
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When paper money
systems begin to crack at
the seams, the run to gold

could be explosive.

HARRY BROWNE

|

Let’s heed a warning from Davos on pollution in India

AJIT RANADE

water while walls nearby still had slogans
boasting of Indore’s cleanliness.

InDelhi, the t

£

is senior fellow with Pune
International Centre

hen Harvard Professor Gita Gopi-
nath told a Davos audience that
pollution costs India more dearly
than tariffs, she wasn't being provocative.
She was making a strictly economic point:
pollutionisa continuous tax on productivity,
public financesand human capital—unlike
tariffs, which are episodic and negotiable.
Hence tackling pollution “on awar footing™
should be a top national mission.
Daysearlier, Indore—celebrated as India's
y' year after year—was forced
ating reckoning. At least eight
people died after allegedly drinking con-
taminated waterin onelocality, while hun-
dreds were hos ed. The cause may
have been a loc: failure: an ageing
pipeline network, poor safeguards and
ignored warning signs. But the deeper les-
sonis national. How can rankings of ‘cleanli-
ness’ coexist with deat m drinking
water? The imagery was almost allegorical:
residents queuing at tankers and bullhorn
announcements warning against piped

IfDavos was the global mirror, Indore was
the domestic shock. These two remind us
that pollution should be one of India’s top
developmental priorities, not as a niche
‘environmental® concern, but as a public
health 'y and growth c

ibleand therefore
ally salmnl Bul the crisis affects us
across the countr

Pollutionisa classic cxamplc ofanegative
externality. Private actions impose a high
publiccost. The poorare worst affected. The

The most dangerous feature of air and
water pollution s that they kill quietly. Their
effectsaccumulate through everyday expo-
sure, burdening normal life with chronic
risks. A recent multi-city study reported that
across 10 major Indian cities, about 33,627
deaths per year were attributable to short-
term PM2.5 exposure above the World
Health Organization’s 24-hour guideline
(15gm per cubic metre). The sting is that
even cities that meet our national standard
show significant mortality impact. The same
study pointed out that large health gains can
be made by improving the quality of even
‘moderately polluted’ air. This also means
that complacency based on meeting Indian
thresholds can be deadly.

Thisiswhere the familia
leads. The Air Qual
tion tool: PM2.;

h:

‘acceptable’ he.ndlmemd esand

affluent respond by buying packaged water, | productivity and houschold savings.

i ling RO syster i Gopinath’s point was
air purifiers, or by shifting = that we musl not obsess
consumption. The poor Ta"ffs matter over tari a
queue at tankers and bor- health-and- prnducl ity
row money for treatment, but the harder erisis. Whilelocal pollution
often pawningjewelleryto negotiations we isoften visible, we don't see
pay hospital bills while a sustained countrywide

waiting for promised reim-
bursements. Pollution
punishes those with the
least capacity toescapeit.

A World Bank report’s tackling a major resignation to the problem,
analysis notes several reinforced by a feeling of
channels: low-income  h@alth menace powerlessness. A weak or

workersare more likely to
work outdoors; low-in-
come homesare likelier to be close toindus-
trial plants, transport corridors and other
sources of pollution; and as pollution rises,
property values fall, reinforcing the concen-
tration of poverty in the most exposed areas.
So pollution doesn’t just make people si

e
sullmﬂlm damage through fine

itcan hardeni v over time.

This
Framed thisw

s not about ‘trees versus j
v development proje

Jfacto green clearances, despite the fact that

must pursue are @i
within—over

y
trump environmental hazards. Wealso have
apeculiarly Indian phenomenon of ex post

polluted air and water destroy livelihoods,

l.mkmg trade withcl lmmlewndmmulx S.
Yet, grievance cannot be an excuse for inac-
tion at home. The Indore episode shows
what happens when governance focuses on
opticsover public health systems and safety.

A pro-poor pollution agenda would first
reduce pollution where it can deliverinstant
we are;.,uum cleancooking fuels, electrified
1, dust controlat construction

tion. Perhaps the
olitical economy and psy-
chology can explain this.
There seems widespread

inconsistent government
response can discourage
mobilizationand protestsare often frowned
upon. Thisis why weneed a ‘mission mode”

sites, waste burning, industrial compliance
and reliable municipal water
ond, enforce the polluter-pays rule; do not
penalize the poor commuter, street vendor or
informal worker. Third, we must focus on
dataand measurement, stronger monitoring
and institutions. And fourth, the national
conversation must shift from episodic panic
tocontinuous governance. Pollution makes
news every November when Delhi chokes
and fades by February. If India can run ‘mis-
sions’ for roads, toilets and more, it can run
one for clean airand safe water.

Back toGopinath. Yes, India should nego-
tiate hard on tariffs, standards and carbon
barriers. But it must also negotiate with itself’
—to stop accepting mass exposure as nor-

. India’s insistence on
|usuu: is based on the fact that
industrialized countries grew by burning

mal, stop e
stop letting the poorest pay forwhat they dul
the least to create.
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Our pitch at Davos amid global
flux: Reliable Indiais a safe bet

India has made a robust case for itself as a dependable partner for economic progress in a world gripped by uncertainty

CHANDRA|IT BANERJEE
is director general, Confederation of Indian
Industry.

tatime when the world appears
increasingly fragmented, anxious
and unsure of its economic direc-
tion, India’s presence at the World
onomic Forum Annual Meeting
2026 in Davos carried asignificance
mbolism. Asleadersand investors
chains forresilie i y
trade Imks thev are directing capital alloc'nmns
towards economies that offer stability, scale and
policy predictability.

The mood this year was sombre at Davi
shadowed by geopolitical tensions, trade fr
tation, the disruptive advance of artificial intelli-
gence (Al) and a palpable fear that the rules-based
global orderis fraying. Amid all the uncertainty,
India stood out as a stabilizing force and a shaper of
the next phase of global growth.

Global interest has heightened in India’s eco-
nomic trajectory, innovation ecosystem and gov-
ernance capabilities. The Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) led a strategically-coordinated cam-
paign to present India as a reliable, resilient and
reform-driven economy, fully aligned with the
gathering’s theme, ‘A Spirit of Dialogue.’ Ina world
marked by shrinking trust and rising unilateralism,
dialogue anchored in credibility and delivery
matters more than ever

Amid the uncertainty, EU President Ursula von
der Leyen's speech provided asilver lining. She
announced that soon after the event, she would be
visiting India and that India and the EU were on
the cusp of signing a historic trade agreement, one
thatwould create a market for 2 billion people,
accounting foralmost a quarter of global gross
domestic product.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney’s state-
ment that middle powers such as Canada are not
powerless in the evolving global order and have
y to help shape a new international
framework rooted in shared values evoked a
positive response.

Discussions at Davos centred on global trade

far I)eynnd E

it was focused on solutions, scale and execution.

India made a high-impact start at Davos with
thought-provoking discussions on technology
and Al inability and civil aviati lated
mattersled by Vaishnaw, Union minister
for electronics and information technology. rail-
waysand information and broadcasting, Pralhad
Joshi, minister for new and renewable energy and
consumes and Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu, minister of civil aviation.

What emerged was heartening. India belongs
firmly to the group of Al-ready nations, with steady
progress across all five lavers of Al architecture—
applications, models, chips, infrastructure and
energy. Crucially, India’s Al strategy prioritizes
real-world deployment and return on investment
rather than an exclusive obsession with ever-larger
models. This pragmatic, value-driven applmch

patterns that have revealed a high d eon
alimited set of regions for several essential com-
modities, particularly agricultural food crops. Dis-
ruptions along key shipping corridors such as the
Black Sea, Red Sea, Suez Canal and Southeast
Asian maritime routes could, therefore, rapidly
translate into scarcity and inflation.

The contrast between the global mood and
India’s message could not be sharper. Broadly,
Davos discussions reflected concerns overa crum-
bling world order, tensions between the US and its
European allies, and anxieties around the impact
of Alon jobs and productivity. Political overhangs
have been i slooming

hold eatatime whenmanye
are struggling to translate AI's promise into broad-
based productivity gain:
Sustainability is no longer a peripheral concern
buta central driver of competitiveness, resilience
and long-term growth. The defining question of
this decade is not whether the world should transi-
tion, but how sustainability can be delivered at
scale, with speed and in a manner that strengthens
economies instead of weakening them. India’s
experience in balancing growth, inclusion and
climate responsibility offers lessons forothers.
This year marked one of CII's most substantive

wi
over social-media interventions. Against this back-
drop. India’s narrative wasrefreshingly grounded:

to Davos, with over100 participants
spanning government, industry, startups, social
enterprises and media, and more than 200 attend-

eesoverall. Three Union ministers led the Centre’s
delegation, underscoring the seriousness with
which India views this global platform.
States luo were well represented. Six chief
ting Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Asszlm. Madhya Pradesh, Telangana and
Jharkhand, participated to woo investo

Underlyingall these engagements isa consistent
theme: of a Reliable India. Ind attheinter-
section of trust, scale and innovation. Trust. rooted
instable democratic institutions and predictable
policymaking; scale, enabled by a vast market and
deep talent pool: and innovation, driven by digital
publicinfrastructure and a flourishing technology
m. While India is projected to become the
third-largest national economy ina few
years, sustained real GDP growth of 6-8% and
nominal growth of 10-13%, supported by moderate
inflation, positions it as one of the few major econ-
omies offering both stability and momentum.

At Davos, where nearly 3,000 participants from
over130 countries gathered to debate the future,
Indiais no longer defined merely as an ‘emerging
economy.’ Itis becoming essential to the global
economic order—poised to meet the world's future
needs of talent, innovationand knowledge. Ina
fractured world searching for anchors, India offers
something increasingly rare—credibility backed
by capability, ambition tempered by pragmatism
and growth aligned with inclusion.

Inuncertain times, the world does not just need
dialogue, it needs dependable partners. At Davos
2026, India made a compelling case that it is ready
tobe one of them.

India’s coal power generation
looks unlikely to hit its target

Renewables are increasing but thermal plants are on a slow track

l‘ AVID FIC
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
climate change and energy.

ING

Imosteverywhere on the planet, the

great surge of coal power that

fuelled two centuries of industriali-

zation is receding. In rich countries, con-

ion peaked two decad thas

since fallen by about half. China managed

tosuckup every tonne that the developed

world spurned since then, but that tide is

now turning too. Coal-fired power there

fellabout 1% last year, despite a 5% jumpin
electricity usage.

As recently as 2024, the International

Lnerg\' \x:enu (JLA) pre edict te(l Chinese

Thermal power output in both China and
India dropped last year. AP

two years—equivalent to approving one
new plant every 10 days.
That seemsastretch. Private capital has
been wary ofinvesting in an Indian econ-
omy that’sheavily dependent on stimulus
froma debt-ladenstate sector. Some 80%
of coal plants lmder constructionare gov-

ould k g records
fol thenext three years. It nowreckonsit’s
headingintodecline, and will lose 180 mil-
lion tonnes through 2030—which is like
closingall the coal powerstations and blast
furnaces in Japan.

There's one remaining bright spot—
India. But even there, coal's defences are
cr ing. Indian; will rise by
about 200 million tonnes through 2030,
according to the IEA, offsetting all the
decline from China, much as China once
offset the decline from rich countries. The
government in New Delhi is promising to
build 97 gigawatts (GW) of additional coal
power by 2035, nearly 70 o more thanis

ers
It'sunlikely that India; ‘sgovernment \\'I“
hitits targets onnew coal, SBI Capital M
kets wrote this month. Solar, by contrast,
should easily install 50GW this year, SBI
noted. Tlnl should put the country on
track to meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's promise that 500GW of clean
powerwill be operating by 2030.
M\ Indiagenerating that much Tenewa-
gy won'teven need additional coal
plzmls. Current rates of clean power build-
out on their own should be sufficient to
cover about 97% of demand growth
between nowand 2030. Anything else can
bemet b inc reasing the oper: dnngm\rwf

currentlyin place. E eep
goingas late as 2047 under proposals cur-
rently being discussed.

There’s just one problem with all this.
One of the strongest arguments for coal
continued relevance in Indiain the face of
cheaper, cleaner renewables—the relative
ease with which it can be built—is looking
badly out of date.

ake that proposed 97GW to be built
over the next nine years. Just 35.5GW of
the total has received financial sign-off'so
far, and of that only 16.3GW has actually
broken ground. The remainderisstuck in
regulatory, political or financing red tape.
Some 22GW has been abandoned.

It’s a similar picture with non-power
uses, suchas producing chemicals—asec-
tor the government is trying to support
withnearly $10 billion insubsidies. Talcher
inthe eastern state of Odisha was expected
to be the country’s first coal-gasification
plantwhenc leted in 2024. Instead, 11

existing whichar
utilized and unprofitable as a result.

‘Wearealready seeing what thiswill look
like. Coal power fell by about 3% in India
last year, according to the Centre for
Research on Energy and Clean Air, a pro-
ition group. Some 44% of this
used by growing clean gen-
eration, with 36% attributed to unusually
cooland wet weatherand 20% froman eco-
nomicslowd . Last ye
first time in halfa ccnmn that coal-fired
power generation in both China and India
dropped simultaneously.

It'stoo early to get out the champagne.
When you're trying to hit a peak in fossil-
fuel consumption, each vearisa freshrace.
Power consumption in emerging econo-
mies is growing at a headlong pace, so
renewables have to move at breakneck
speed justto keep up. Eating into the mar-
ket share of fossil fuelsis even harder. Still,
gtobe

yearsafterit wasannounced, it'sstill only
about two-thirds built.

How long doesit take to constructa coal
power plant in India? Based on the 24 facil
ities that have broken ground and have
scheduled connection dates, it’s about
seven years between financial closure and
firstelectronto the grid. To hit the govern-
ment's 97GW target, that means another
60 gigawatts must get signed offin the next

than the fossil- hmdmuumlx'm.s( actually
getting new electrons flowing.

Almost all of the increase in global emis-
sions over the past decade came from the
electricity grids of Asia’s two biggest econ-
omies.

Look past the cavalcade of headlines
coming out of Washington and you can
glimpse that mega-trend heading into

reverse right now. (C)BLOOMBERG

Insights from ancient times echo in a turbulent world

NARAYAN RAMACHANDRAN

¢

is chairman, InKlude Labs. Read
Narayan's Mint columns at
www.livemint.com/
avisiblehand

ecently, Prime Minister Mark Carney

of Canada delivered a talk on rupture

to rapturous applause. At Davos, Car-
ney'sattention-getting point was about the
end of the international “rules-based order”
and its replacement by “might is right.” In
hisview, thisruptureisreal and irrevocable
and demands both individual and collective
tion by “middle powers.” Deservingly, he
has been praised for his courage and clear-
headed reading of realpolitik. Carney sug-
gested that Ihuudlde 'saphorism that “the
strong do what they canand the weak suffer
what they must” need not be considered
inevitable in this new order.

Writingabout 2,400 yearsago, Thucyd-
ides, a historian and general in ancient
Greece, offered profound insights into the
nuanced interplay of national power and
human nature. In hiswork, Historvof the Pel-
oponnesian War, he delvesinto the conflict
between Athens (a naval great power) and
Sparta (aland-based great power). Through
aseries of dialogues and debates, he show-

cases the nature of discourse between
Athens and other Greek city-states of the
time. In the Melian dialogue, for instance, he
presents Athens as an unapologetic hege-
monand the neutral state of Melosasa prin-
cipled though naive city-state. The Mytile-
nean debate features two Athenian politi-
cians with differing points of view arguing
about whether to eliminate the entire popu-
lation of Mytilene.

A critical and deep reading of Thucyd-

idesrevealsthat he had a nuanced view of

the use of power. He did believe that fear,
honourand self-interest were the primary
drivers of human nature and international
relationships. He also believed that the con-
sequences of disregarding moral impera-
tives led to conflicts, humanitarian crises
and aloss of credibility
In his speech, Carney invited all middle
powers to form a coalition that would join
togethertodeal with the rupture hespokeof.
This affords a pragmatic middle-ground
between pursuing national self-interestand
international relationships based on values.
This notion is a page drawn directly from
Thucydides. Sparta leveraged its military
1 fc i alled

an League with formidable

the Peloponnes
1li fend Atl

Thucydides believed that these types of alli-
ances were critical and the only way to effec-
tively countera great power; healso consid-
ered them subject to shifting loyalties.

‘Thomas Hobbes, who wrote the famous
book Leviathan, is cut from the same cloth as
Thucydides. In 1639, Hobbes produced the
first English translation of
The History of the Pelopon-
nesian War. Echoing Thu-

cydides, Hobbes suggested H dent Donald Trump in
that human nature was speec"‘ invoked Greenland and Chinese
driven by fear, glory and Thucydides but President Xi Jinping with
competition. Both see rare earth metals are dis-
strengthand powerasnec- hiStOl’y does covering that the threat of
essary but ultimately self- the use of power is more
defeating when they go not reward effective thanitsactual use.
unchecked. But once this leverage is
As the US declined to unchecked used, it tends to lose its
rule out the use of force in potency.
its attempted takeover of power Carney has \\arned

Greenland, the middle

powers of Denmark,

France, Germany and Canada backed its ter-
ritorial integrity. Going beyond rhetoric,
many of them also moved military forcesto
Greenland. If push had indeed come to
shove, they were ready to invoke Article 5,
the collective defence clause of Nato. The
rest of Nato against America would indeed

Carney'’s Davos

have ruptured the trans-Atlantic alliance. At
Davos, however, Trump climbed down. For
now, Nato survives.

Carney asserted that we have entered a
world of great power rivalry with few con-
straints. To be sure, we are in a period of
‘manthan’ or churn. While the old order may
indeed be dead, itisunclear
what the character of the
new one will be. US Presi-

against hemg

World Bankand International Court of Jus-
tice could witheror die. Analternativeisthat
we move fully into great power rivalry with
middle powers aligned as they each deem fit
onissues, Most post-war institutions would
no longer be needed. Several specialized
agenciesof the UN, such as those set up for
health, labour and food and agriculture,
would lose their relevance. Uncertainty
would surround the cost of trade. Will there
berelieffrom frictions? Would they settleat
amore benign level, even if that is higher
than the base of recent decades?

For quite some time, India has fashioned
its foreign policy as aswing power in the same
way as Carney described. It hasaligned with
the Global South including Chinaonissues of
agricultural trade for instance and with the
West on issues of military strategy in the
Indo-Pacific. India hasfriendly relations with
both democratic countries and non-demo-
craticones like the UAE, Russi: {Iran. Itis

about this, but one possibil-
ityis that we do indeed return to a modified
multilateral world order. This may involve
stricter rules on immigration and a greater
tolerance of self-interest. Some institutions
like the International Monetary Fund and
United Nations Security Council could
reform and continue, while others like the

afounding memberof Bricsand an enth
astic member of the G-20. Contrary to what
Carney said, in the event of full-blown great
powerrivalry, middle powerslike India may
not have the luxury of retaining their issue-
based alignment.

P.S: “History is philosophy teaching by
example,"said Thucydides.
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Demographic shift

State finances reflect the rapid transition

The Reserve Bankof India’s (RBI's) latest report on state finances, released last week,
shows that the consolidated fiscal deficit of the states widened to3.3 per cent of gross
domestic product (GDP) in 2024-25 after three years of consolidation. Factors
responsible for this are slower revenue growth and higher capital expenditure.
States have budgeted for the same level of fiscal deficit this financial year too. While
thequality of expenditure hasimproved with the capital outlay rising and revenue
expenditure compressed, this adjustment has relied on central support and bor-
rowing. Revenue vulnerabilities persist due to the narrow concentration of the
states’ own tax bases. It will also be worth watching how the reduction in rates of
goods and services tax plays out. A variety of cyclical and structural factors drives
state finances. One such factor with long-term implications is demographics. The
RBI has done well to focus on this aspect.

Nationally, the working-age population is expected to peak around 2031, but sev-
eralstates have already crossed that point. By 2036, more than half the Indian states
will have over 15 per cent of their population aged 60 and above. Kerala is projected
to cross 22 per cent, with Tamil Nadu, Punjab, and Himachal Pradesh close behind.
These states are ageing faster than their finances can adjust. Ageing is beginning to
show up in fiscal outcomes. States with an ageing population face weaker revenue
prospects with agradual erosionin the tax base. However, expenditure pressures are
rising. Pension spending hast i
diture in ageing states, accounting for close to 30 per cent in several cases. This has
reducedthe fiscal space for health, education, and capnalmvesn:uem evenashealth

What the Budget must present

Its primary drivers should be the difficult global
environment, inadequate manufacturing growth,
and the urgency of job creation

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

= i 24
1otherfinan-
rting
investment by public and private enterprises. As the
data shows, the proportion taken by the Central gov-
ernment has risen dramatically and in recen[ years it
fnet
available. Part of the reason for this is the sharp
increase in recent years in the financial liabilities of
households and the resulting larger gap between the
gross and net financial savings of households. But
another part is the acceleration of investment by the
Central government, with the amount shown as effec-
tive capital expenditure in the Budget rising from 2.6
per cent of GDP in 2018-19 to0 4.3 per cent in 2025-26.
Household financial savings data is not available for
recent years. However, the percentage decline in the
Central, govemmenl 'sborrowingsin relanon tocapital
th dbeanimprove-
ment if the net financial savings of households as a
percentage of GDP has not dedmed
The ial at of h Id savings

through har\k<

cial instituti oril

care needs rise sharply with age. The debt position al
Ageing states tend to have a higher ratio of debt to gross state domestic product
(GSDP)and heavierinterestburdenst wer re hand risi -

. by the Cen[ral and state governments increases the
component of social-sector expen- costandli ility of funds for
Principal b gs of the central o the private sector, particularly for new entrants and
Asapercentage of 201819 201920 202021 20212 20023 2082 20045 202526 Smal Th ectorismuch
hicstress morec on ment finance. The
GoP 25 43 87 58 56 54 48 42 flinthepri orssharein

Net household financial savings 372 55.8 740 797

mns 105.0 NA NA

mitted spending. These pressures could become more binding over time.

Younger states face a different challenge. States such as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan will continue adding to the working-age popula-
tion well beyond 2031, in some cases into the 2050s. However, these states remain
fiscally weaker, with lower own-revenue capacity and higher dependence on central
transfers. States face different kinds of challenges. Youngerstates, for instance, bear
the cost of educating and skilling future workers. Migration partially offsets labour
shortages in ageing states and absorbs surplus labour from younger ones, but fiscal
systemsdonotreflect thisreality. The costs of urban infrastructure, housing, health
care, and transport fall on destination states, while source states lose part of their
future tax base. As the report suggests, existing fiscal frameworks may not be well
suited to these divergent demographic trajectories.

Further, simply increasing expenditure on skilling or human capital will not
resolve the structural fiscal effects of ageing. Policy responses need to be explicit and
targeted. Transfers by Finance Commissions can incorporate ageing and old -age
dependency ide populationandi ia. Pensio
institutional rules that prevent the accumulation of unfunded future liabilities.
Migration, femalelabour force participation, and longer workinglives could address
the problem to some extent. More broadly, both lhe Union and state governments
need tocreate the fiscal capacity to deal witk including ageing,
The debtstock of the sta[es is expecled toi increase 10292 per cent of GDPthis year. A
highcostofdebtservicis p and canbeadragonlong-termgrowth.

Pax Silica can reshape global tech supply chain
The newly appointed United States (US) ambassador to India, Sergio Gor, has said
that India will soon be invited to join Pax Silica. Launched in December last year,
Pax SilicaisaUS-led strategic bloc aimed at securing resilient supply chains for sili-

con, sermconduc[ors, amﬁcml intelligence (Al) infrastructure, and critical minerals.
With foundi Japan, South Korea, the United Kingdom (UK),

Israel, and Si and the recent additi »f Qatarand the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) h, the initiati dchipmakingtoinclude trusted
ac capital, and financing foradvanced technologies, reflecting Wash-

ington’s broader effort to diversify dependencies away frorn China. For India, the
attractionis clear. The i 1subsequent trad: ion exposed therisks
of over-reliance on a single suppher China’s recent restrictions on rare-earth
exportsh; ffected Indian underlin-
ing these vulnerabilities. Despite having an estimated 8.5 million tonnes of rare-
earthreserves, India still imports about 93 per cent of its requirements from China.
India’srare-earth production accounts for less than 1 per cent of global output even
asit holds one: of the world’s largest reserve bases.

Theblocbringstogetherc ystrengths. The US and Japan can pro-
videtechnological leverage while South Korea dominates chip manufacturing. The
Netherlands anchors advanced lithography, and Australia supplies critical inputs
suchaslithium and rare earths. The UK, Israel, and Singapore add depth in AT soft-
ware and cybersecurity while recent entrants Qatar and the UAE contribute deep
pools of sovereign capital to finance Al systems. India 1salso laying the foundations
of asemiconductor Under the India >r Mission, the gov-
ernment has approved 10 projects with investment worth ¥ 1.6 trillion, supported
byincentives of around ¥76,000 crore. These include fabrication units, compound
semiconductor plants, and 23chip-design projects aimed at building local capabil-
ities. Global firms such as Micron have announced investment while Indian com-
panies, including the Tata group, are entering chip manufacturing.

These efforts, thoughstill at an early stage, align well with Pax Silica’s objectives
of building trusted and diversified supply chains. India’s value proposition is not
limited to manufacturing, Its digital public infrastructure, large domestic market,
and rapidly expanding Al ecosystem give it scale that many existing members lack.
Tighter US visa regimes could push many highly trained Indian engineers back
home, potentially boosting the domestic Al and semiconductor industries if the
ecosystem can absorb them productively. India would also be the first developmg
economy inthebloc. The larger: liesin converting geopolitical
intoreal industrial capability. Semiconductor fabrication and rare-earth processing
require large capital, a stable power supply, water resources, and strong environ-
mental safeguards. Membership in Pax Silica can provide access to technology,
finance, and markets, but it cannot substitute for domestic reforms, faster project
execution, and regulatory clarity. As global supply chains gradually bifurcate
be[ween China-led and Pax Silica-led systems, India will need to uav1gate expecta-
It byp ingitsindustries through calit
ing compatible with the bloc’s rules and norms. St i
door, but ined competitiveness will ulti
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ort while remain-
may open the
athome.
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Central govt capital expenditure m2 1657

2623

1635 1435 1300 194 967

*Market borrowings and securities against small savings actuals
Source: Budget at a glance & National Accounts Statistics

A few days from now, Nirmala Sitharaman, in her
seventh year as Minister for Finance, will present the
‘Union Budget. Judging by the past, along part of the
presemauon will be a narration of programmauc
hatarenot thedirect:

ity of the finance ministry but of other ministries.
What really isi inthe
Budget about the overall expenditure of the govern-
ment, how it will be funded, and the proposed
changesintaxation. That part of the pres-
entation — the macroeconomic and
fiscal impact — is what truly matters.

One crucial decision of macroecon-
omic significance is the scale of the
budget deficit. How it is financed deter-
mines the accumulated liability of the
government. In the past Budget presen-
tations, the focus has tended to be on the
fiscal deficit as a percentage of gross
domestic product (GDP). The govern-
ment has now shifted its goal from the
annual rate of fiscal deficit to the overall
debt-to-GDP ratio.

The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Manage-
ment (FRBM) Act of 2003 specified a 2024-25 goal for
the overall debt-to-GDP ratio of 60 per cent, of which
40 per centwould be for the Centre and 20 per cent for
the states. As against this, the overall debt-to-GDP
ratioat presentis around 80 percent, with the Centre’s
share at around 57 per cent as of March 2024 and
remainingaround thislevel since then. Note also that
the asset-to-liability ratio of the Central government,
which had reached 100 per cent between the mid-60s
and the early '80s, is now around 45 per cent.

NITIN DESAI

& 24-25RE/[25-26BE

Part of the explanation lies in the sharp rise in the
Covid year; the debt-to-GDP ratio rose to 87.7 per cent
by March 2021. But do note that the pre-Covid year
level in March 2020 was 75.1 per cent, which was
already well above the FRBM target. Hence, a crucial
element in the Budget is the Central government’s
debt-to-GDP ratio set for 2026-27, as well as the
medium-term goal for 2030, which would indicate a
decisive step towards the FRBM targets.

Theshiftof is from 1

capital formation from 40.3 per cent in 2015-16 t0 32.4
per cent in 2023-24 may be partly attributable to this
sharp shift in the direction of household savings.
Another source of adverse impact is the interest rate
offered on small savings, which limits the possibility
ofinterest rate reduction in bank transactions. Hence
the Budget that will be presented at the end of this
week must show a reduced impact of Central govern-
ment market borrowing and promote small savings.
The other key decisions of the Budget are on tax
rates. I am not sure that much can be expected oris
required ontheserates. The reduction
in 2019 did not have a significant impact on private
corporate mves[ments The only impact was the
declinein orporation tax collection from

fiscal deficit to the stock of debt-to-GDP
is understandable. However, the annual
fiscal deficit still matters because the
manner in which it is financed has a sig-
nificantimpact on the private sector. The
principal device used by the Central and
state governments is market borrowing,
and most of it is purchased and held by
banks, insurance companies, and other
financial institutions. The other major
device used is a set of small savings
schemes. The direct and indirect source
of finance for both these devices is essentially house-
holds. Hence, one should look at how much of the net
financial savings of households are absorbed by the
Central and state governments to cover their deficit.
The table shows some relevant in

32 per cent of gross tax revenue in 2018-19 to 25 per
cent in 2025-26 Budget Estimates. The share of
income-tax collection rose in the same period from
23 to 34 per cent. What I would look forward to,
though, is some reduction in cesses and surcharges,
which have increased substantially since 2010-11.
Moreimportant, however, isa continuing rationalisa-
tion and reduction of tariffs. There are indications
that we can expect thisin the tbrﬂ]conﬂngBudget
My tocus hasbeenonthe macmeconomxc balance
andthetaxi i rhe
Ministry of Fi i
of the Budget, rather than the lengthy presentation of
government schemes. At present, the primary drivers
of Lhe Budget proposals should be the difficult global

fGDPh: urgency of

recentyears. There inmarket
and small savings horm\wugs by the Central govern-

ment in the years leading up to the pandemic. Since
then, there has beenadeclineasa fGDP,

job My peech’sexpla-
nannnofmacroecononncandrzxchangps anditselab-
oration of government schemes will focus on these

but it still remains higher than the level in 2018-19.
However, a more important measure is these bor-
rowings as a percentage of net financial savings of

expec(auons intheright direction.

desamd@lcluud com

More power to People India’ and Middle India

India’ssuperpoweris her people. Flawed llare —
loud-talking, rule-breaking, system-gaming, hier-
archy-creating— Indians are super hard-working, Of
course, disguised unemployment exists, but people
wurk sincerely, even at jobs that don’t need to exist —
atam]lbooth

tem ons. He

ings
and consumption propel theeconomy but Indlans are

other. Ney digitali ~
ture, (in part lec ve the

mass market), a modernised and d welfare

higherorbitoflife. Women’simportance as contributors
to income is higher in this group and it decreases as

state offering more individual dignity, e-government
services, all achieved inlessth: ion. Even

T
preneursand own-account workers, who, unlike inthe
past for thi have higher levels of school educa-

education has had its moments.
All this with steady economlc growth has now cre-

tion, aided tremendously by digital literacy and a new
business acumen. We see them more in urban India

generally (d!fferen( from

P y
comforts from below-par public goods
and living conditions. They are very opti-
mistic about the future, which blunts the
metric of “optimism about the future”, a
staplein consumer confidence surveys.
Our study, Drivers of Destiny, among
the lower-income youth that popular
media excludes in its celebratory repor-
ting of Gen-Name-Your-Alphabet,
showed that the paucuy of regula! and
with
isnot blamed on government faﬂuxe but
accepted as caused by “the ma:ket" and

RAMA BIJAPURKAR

ateda; group that attention — the “have- Thedogwalkerwho
somes”, ising 20 to 30 per cent of ing foranextra
above the poorest 20 per centand ripefor  fee, the tailor who can aller anything to specs, the gig
accelerating its own progress and aiding inmultiple

India’s propulsion. Increasingly evident cuisines, beauticians who know the latest buzz words,

are its smarts, learnability, energy and deliveryfolk hrough thebigger

pursuit of imp: inlife and then run mini i ith

conditions. The top half of India’s socio-
economic pyramid is well integrated into
the market economy and harbours many
tiers of middle class. The poorest 20 per
cent are the target of the state’s welfare to
lift themout oftheir, povertyrut.

‘WhatsApp and a friends’ network.

Evenin rural India, as the data shows, this group is
swapping casual labour for own -account work or
micro business. They do not need teaching on what to
do, or government-driven skills improvement pro-

orbusi fucation

Itis the “have-somes” who have climbed
out and are on the road to upward life
mobility. Oneindicatoristhejumpinasset

tobylearning finding more

nthelowest 20 per centand the next

orgov-

rnment- ed
out themselves, and there is a Lilliput supply catering
to their demand. What they need is financial enable-
ment, innovated for this no-collateral, service-busi-

20 per cent (F

earning avenues, even as they keep studying for the hold Consumption dif ness, self-employed world. Loans for continuing

illusory potofgold onthe horizon, the governmentjob. ~ Surveydata). Thisj i ints, forurban ion, as they need il ly upskill, dur-

Theauthorsofthe! bookA smhaflmmamtvsayma( (U)and rural (R) Indiais: 25U / 17R for TVs, 14U/ 14R for  ables for more productivity, houseimprovement loans

Indiaisaself- butnot heelers, 28U / 11R for i (theultimate  in rrequen( small tranches. Better public transport,
tingone. itslimi- ivity-and P item),5U/3Rfor more improved physical i

tations, Indian peop)econtmuouslyself -correct, even  washing machines, and 27U/ 20R for puccahousing.  cost-saving, productivit and hence, earn-

iftheself-correctioni aspi hiler ings multipliers. The genuine and pseudo middle

or expand time honzons for goals or craﬁ a port!ollo

nt data on education levels by i mcome is

that works, i priori-

tising children’s education over their own needs.
Credit must also go to the state for showing con-

tinuous forward movement on some count or the

notavailable, di alotoft
that official data shows (w1th women stu-
ingmen in number)i of

classes have powered India’s growth so far. Now,
Middle India is the child that needs attention.

thisgroup, “pandravi meinpadh rahahai”

Theauthorisabi intheareaof

They see education as critical for moving childrentoa

customer-based business strategy

Unhealthy truths about private medicine

BOOK
REVIEW

NEHA BHATT

Itisatruth universally acknowledged
that seeking private medical care in
India, much like in countries that rely
heavily on corporatised healthcare, can
be deeply injurious to one’s financial
health. Thisis hardly surprising ina
system where government health
expenditure remains below 2 per cent of
gross domestic product (GDP), whilea
significant share of total health spending
is paid out of pocket by patients desper-
atetobeatillness.

Asasociety, we have become soaccus-
tomed toshelling out large sums of
money for healthcare that few protest or

askquestions. Meanwhile, the public-pri-
vate partnership (PPP) model isonly

lation, has sent costs spiralling out of
control. The Covid-19 pandemic
exposed this reahry even more slarkly

forces and profit-driven modern prac-
tices, where luxury healthcare of the
highest order can be boughl withdeep

aswell.
Games Hospitals Play: Decoding Your Pri-
vate Healthcare Experience, by Abantika
Ghosh, a health journalist and public
policy: pmfemlonaL isacall toaction for
hould not

Ty
betreated asa commodity.

Welive in a time when nearly every
hospital visit is a reminder that the side-
effects of inflated bills are often long-
term, with stories of patients reeling
under medical debt crushingly
common, and no cure in sight. Itis this
all-too-familiar insecurity that people
feel about private hospitals that inspired
the book, Ms Ghosh writes.

‘We know that India operatesina
complex space where public health
infrastructure is unable to keep pace
withits population, and the wide leash
given to private players to fill that void,
despite repeated calls for stronger regu-

thego insur-
ance scheme to rope in private hospitals
in public healthcare, the Prac
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY), is
fraught with problems. Over 400 mil-
lion Indians — the missing middle —
have no health insurance.

pock forlackof
accessto pmper ‘medical care.

Inaslim volume, the book examines
key aspects of the role private hospitals
play in a country with a steadily rising
disease burden. It is part playbook —
offering ahelpful guide on how to navi-

‘The book tackles ions thatare
familiar, but remain important: Can1
trust private hospitals? How does insur-
ance really play out? Why dowe end up
paying far more than initially imagined?
How much of itislegal, and how much
of itunethical? There are no easy
answers here, and while Ms Ghosh does-
n'tprovide a ready prescription, she
meticulously exposes the corrupt and
shadowy workings of the industry.

Mining courtdocuments, insider
accounts and investigative reports, she
unpacks the ways in which the medical
ecosystem has been shaped by market

gate the complex web of medical care
and what to be watchful for — and part
revelation, with d

do. Ms Ghosh brings mgether eteding rourmrivne | LHEpopular® muludlsclph-

someofthe ase nary whi

that have helped spark awider sounds like asensible strat-

conversation around this long- - 2 egy, butis far less straightfor-

standingissue. ward in practice— all come
Goingdeep into the more underscrutiny.

Conl;?lljee):i issue of’ hﬂ?lw surgeries H(gg n?tecs S' s aSlhe a{(so analyses hut\;lnl;us»

are billed toserve the interests pital packages, over-test

of private hosplta]s including Pla y monitoring and post-hospi-

“surge pricing”, a urologist
confirms what we have long
believed: Handsomely paid

ARANTIEA SHOIM

ing dubious business practices, mclud»
ing patients, doctors, hospital officials
and medical experts.

talisation at-home care have
emerged astools to draw
patients deeper into the

surgeonsareoften under gi"ﬁ;?gf;x:& system. The book is most
pressure from hospital admin-  Healthcare Experience ~ €ngaging when it cautionsthe
istratorstomeethightargets by Abantika Ghosh reader with behind-the-
by pushmg for unnecessary Published by scenes accounts and insider

" surgeries. y India perspectives. Where it
Sheall the phe- 199 pages 3699 stumblesis in pulling these

‘Thedevil, as always, is in the detail

hospital billing

practices, i i of

nomenon of the “star doctor” - strands into a cohesive nar-

asthe proverbial g oolden """ rative that remains consist-

goose, with pat da ently ing, without being

for these highly feted medical we]ghed down by details that distract
i ho may noteven be pres- from the central issues. That said, for

even basic medicines, equipment, and
bed charges being marked up exorbi-
tantly. When patients are presented with
mind-boggling, itemised bills at the end
ofthe stay, it is nearly impossible to
decode or contest them. And yet many

ent during the said surgery, but it serves
as the perfect business model that hospi-
tals profit heavily from.

Overtreatment, preventive health
check-ups as money spinners, tricky
referrals from one doctor to another, and

anyone curious about how hospitals
actually work, beyond what's visible to
panents this is well worth reading.

The reviewer is a Dethi-based indepen-
dent journalist
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Return to Rationality
May Calm Markets

Trump policies and Al risks behind upheaval

The markets are edgy in the New Year due to investor irra-
tionality about Al and the geopolitical risks posed by
Trump’s interventions. So much money is chasing Al that
every experiment is being funded, including those destined
to fail. The scale of investment is running into capacity
constraints, and it will take years to execute as resources
and manpower Thetechnology isfuelling
inflation through rising computing and power costs. This
keeps central banks wary of lowering interest rates and co-
uld become a likely trigger for a collapse of the AI bubble.
Themoney tapmay be turned off, and some investors willlo-
se heavily. Those smart or fortunate enough to back the
right ATideas, however, will make substantial gains.

The Trump factor is expected to come into play this ye-
ar. The effects of last year’s tariffs, and any potential
escalation in the trade war, will begin to show up in infla-
tion. The Fed isleading a ‘hold’ strate-
gy foraclutch of central banks, as sti-
mulus measures across the US, Euro-
pe and Asia continue to prop up infla-
= tion beyond comfortable levels. Bond
yields are hardening as Trump’s fore-
ignpolicy threatens tofracture econo-
mic as well as strategic alignments.
The relationship between markets and geopolitical risk
isnotlinear; the effects only become evident once a criti-
calmass isreached. The markets have been absorbingan
unusually highlevel of political risk since the beginning
of Trump’s second term and have internalised his cage-
rattling style of negotiation.

Itisalsooverdue for a historical correction in the mar-
ket. Since Aldoes not pose a threat as afinancial crisis —
itisan industrial phenomenon — the systemic risks are
lower. A return to rationality will help identify winners
and losers. Trump’s brinkmanship, too, offers some cus-
hion againsteconomic collapse. His brand of transactio-
nal statecraft is acutely attuned to investor pushback.
This will keep markets on a knife-edge, with a correction
just around the corner. The fear index will remain the
most closely watched marker for some time.

Why India Should Join
Pax Silica High Table

As global cooperation on advanced technologies gathers mo-
mentum, India can’t afford to remain outside the rule-making
phase. It should join the US-led Pax Silica initiative once formal-
ly invited. The prospect of such an invitation hasunderstandab-

l STATE OF PLAV{ } Asbiggest trading partner with complementary strengths, EU's a great shot

A Champions League Goal

w ndia’s long-awaited Europe mo-
ment is here. It's been an unex-
pected courseof events, scripted
by themostunpredictable occur-
rences that have propelled India
andtheEUtofinally find thel.nselves at

Anet-netwin
now, to the viability of its security ar-

ter struggling for decades to firm up a
more ambitious agenda.

‘Thereal story of the India-EU FTA,
described by Ursula von der Leyen as
the ‘mother of all deals’, liesin the con-
text that drives the content as well as
political urgency toseal thedeal this ti-
me. Because as India’s largest trading
partnerwithcomplementarystrengths,

by Trump 2.0. The Green-
land googly has left European powers,
who thought they had managed Tru-
mp through bilateral deals, relatively
stunned. He brought the tariff pressu-
reback on the table, conveying that no-
thing is ever a settled issue with him.
Which also makes any deal on Green-
landlook short-termand uncertain.
Next, the Ukraine warhasforced EU

Russiaand Chinafray away toanalmo-
st perfect storm. A problem wﬂ.h one
risks creating a countery ef

‘The biggest disadvantage for India,
which a trade deal will correct, is that
it's not part of any EU preferential ar-
rangement. It'snot in theLDC (leastdev-
eloped countries)basket to benefit from
Generalised System of Preferences to
whichmany South Asian countries qua-
lify Vietnam signedan FTA with the EU
in209and isset toexpand thescope.

MostMediterraneaneconomies, from
Tiirkiye to Israel, and North African
countries, like Algeria, Morocco, Tuni-
sia and Syria, enjoy preferential ac-
cess with leaner duty structure under
the Pan-Euro-Mediterranean (PEM)
Convention, whichalso covers the Bal-
kan republics. Similarly, a group of 79
co\mmes covering Afmca_ Caribbean
and duty-and qu-

THE SPEAKING TREE

Forevera
Student

CHANDER GUPTA

Even after obtaining degrees
from collegeand university, we
should not cease to be students.
‘The whole world is our classro-
om, and everyone we come into
contact with can be our teacher:
‘We undergo formal education
up tothe university level toacq-

fect on the other: Amid all this, Trump
has thrown in ‘G2’ with China, loose
talkof a ‘G’ involving Russia, and cre-
ation of new architecture that could
question the entire basis of the trans-
Atlanticalliance.

Clearly, the EU needs not just new
markets,butanalter-

an FTA with the EU always mad
nent economic sense, but fell short of
political capital required to cross the
bureaucratic labyrinth on both sides.
So, what's changed? The EU’s suc-
cess was broadly held on three exter-
nal pillars: long-standing security ar-
rangement of its key member countri-

rel-
ationship. With Trump, relianceon the
US to find alternative sources is going
tobetoughand exanslve Plus, theUS

coun-

withre- |
liable and compati-
ble military and eco-
nonuc > partners. He-

tries pay for their: secunty resultingin
hefty increases in defence budgets.

— because New
Delhl has its own set

ota-free access under special arrange-
ments starting with the Lomé Conven-

ons. After completing studies,
‘we plunge into the rigmarole of

tion with the EEC in 1975 to aarnmgahvelmood. gettmgmar
Coto- riedand rai
EU needs nou (2003) and academic qualific cauon':helpus
not just new Samoa (2023) getajoborbecomeaprofessional.
markets, but an Studies in school, collegeand
alternate strategy In cont- university equip us with know-
withreliable and  rast, India ledge, butexperiences and learn-
compatible faces regu- ings from life give us wisdomand
A4 military and lar EU tar- skills. Qutside the education
_—~ economic  iffs that are ecosystem, everyone isalifelong
nanners slight}y high- learner. We not only learnfrom
than the US, others' strengths but also from
compared to many their weaknesses. We can learn

sed tariffs on batteries, was
 forced to allow these cars inon a

to;asustained, arrange
ment with Russia; and a blossoming,
robust frade and investment relation-
ship with China.

In the past few years, all have been
challenged. First by Trump 1.0, follow-
ed by local content requirement rules
of Biden's Inflation Reduction Act,and

import price after China
threatened restrictions on dairy im-
ports from the EU. A few years back,
both sides negotiated an EU-China
Comprehensive Agreement on Invest-
ment, but havesofar failedratification.

So, over the past year, Europe has se-
en its deftly-held matrix with the US,

tical contexthas provided that missing
impetus. An India-EU trade deal is to
the strategic interest of both. Unlike
with Aseancountries, India'stradebas-
ket with the EU reflects complementa-
rity, not competition. Plus, India enjo-
ysasurplusof roughly$15bninits $136
bn trade with the EU. In comparison,
the EU has a massive deficit of over
$300bn with China.

1y, that this would become priority ag-
endafor both.

Asfor China, of Ayear of its competitors ac- from everyone, irrespective of
eswiththeUS ship is going to get increasingly diffi- ago, India was amo- ross categories. The theireconomic, social or acade-
through Na- cult, as amplified by the controversy ng the first to tee off big plus for India in mic status. We must beunbiased
around allo-  with Trump onan ambluous Lrade de- an FTA ‘would be Lhat the slide in duti- and respectful towards others.
wingexport al. But it remains urden- 1% ) will Everyone is gifted with some uni-
'gm:::;sb{;':)'eom';m:ms}] of Chinese edbyadditional tariffs and penalues uaL giving [nd]an exportersan imme- que quality that we can imbibe
ne t nimble enougl EVearsinto  Economic logic of an India-EU tra-  diateand significant boost. through dignified interaction.
to identify, pursue and seize e kU and  de deal has always stood to reason. It Notmanywouldhavethoughtayear Most importantly, we canlearn
them — this lies at the thepotential  just didn't happen because of lack of ~ago that India would be betting on Eu- ‘much more from young people,
heart of this renewed threat they political priority, complexities owing  rope by January 2026. Or that the EU even those whoare much young-
India-EU project pose to Eu- - to the EU's economicexposure to th- and its members could set aside con- erthanweare. If youarea curi-
na, and Indian cer d Russia ousand keenlxstenermyer in-
makers. The EU, which had impo-  to EU standards. The shifting geopolx- er picture with Indi; yone, you will

findateacher in everyone you
meet. ‘Education isnotanend in

But, then, mmul!salso ingoppor-
tunities. The idea is

itself but mapmg

gh to identify, pursue and seize them.
That's what lies at the heart of thisre-
newed India-EU project. Itlooksstitch-
ed.Now tosustain it.

pranabdhal.samanta@timesofindia.com

Partnership, Yes, Momentum, NO

plagued with trust deficit. Theam-
bassador arrived with a delayed
invitation for India to join Pax
Silica,a move designed forim-

dollarisation?
AsforIndia's place in the wider
USpoh(‘y world, the' lates!data

‘American society inevery domain
and industrial-scaleespionage. The
authors have tried hard toretrofit

Defense
Stralegy (NDS) released last
week. India got exactly zero

conciliatory treatment. It'sa

i including Tru-
‘mp1.0when China was identifiedasa
‘strategic oompentor cited for ‘preda-

s o 3§ + + 3 X pact. Was the delay deliberate

ly raised sovereignty concerns in New Delhi, rooted in the reali- > sohewotildhave somethingto
ties of lodav 's geopolitical climate and India’s preference for announce? Ordid hemanu- LETTER FROM mention, while China received
str Yet, ining the offer could be read by the Seema Sirohi factwreconsent on India’s in-
Tr - i icsnub, with clusion?Notclear,butthey  WASHINGTON dramaticreversal from previ-
rangingfromhigher tariffstoapotentially imperilled trade deal. TheD: S— Sob Fration o

New Delhi is aware of the impact of Beijing’s export restric- to mad thewritingon India’s wall. On c,m 's priority would bcto pus_h Tru-
tions on critical minerals and the vulnerabilities such levera- sup Tt dportfolio  tory

port by Trump. On of entral Asia will take him

ge creates. Yet, joining Pax Silica must be about more than re-
placing one set of dependencies with
another. India must advance its domestic
industrial policy on semiconductors, cri-
tical minerals and Al, deepen engage-
ment with a variety of partners — some
of whom are Pax Silica members — and
ensure that political commitments trans-
late into projects. Collaborations such as
the India-France partnership, along with trilateral arrange-
ments involving the UAE, the India-Australia critical mine-
rals partnership, and the Australia-Canada-India Technology
and Innovation Partnership, provide both a safety net and le-
verage for collective bargaining.

Geopolitical fractures and supply chain vulnerabilities have
created astrategic imperative for cooperationacross Al, semi-
conductorsand critical minerals. Countries such as Indiaare
central to ensuring that the developing world is not sidelined
in this new race. To play that role well, India must be present
where rulesand standards are set—and use that seat strategi-
cally torepresent voices that are too often left out.

THINK ABOUT IT

Genius will remain anomalies,
el |orious glitches in the matrix

Als ‘Flawless, But
Humans Can Be Great

has always been an From Van Gogh's
su.nﬂcwers to Manto’s ‘obscenities’, history’s brightest
minds have been glorious glitches. Genius is not the apex
predator of confomury It's the Jagged spike that ruins the
graph, theoutlier 0ok each
other. Enter Al the great talented hamo geniser, which like
asharp student, learns from the same ‘syllabus’ of content
sprawled out before it. AI is the Tkea of thought: efficient,
flat-packed, and i how youas-
sembleit. Ask10 Als to write a sonnet, and you'll get 10 com-
petent sonnets that couldbe stapled together into amanual
on music.

But here’s the paradox: the more Al ﬂoods the world with

similar

1y unfriendly moves no longerconﬁ.u
ed to trade and tariffs but extending to
thesecurity realm.

The confusingmixallows diplomats

tomany “stans’, including Pakistan.

‘Will he bea mini-Trump, ora builder
of bridges? Will he busy himself to pave
theway foraNobel Peace Prize viaKa-

But the big picture ismixed, if notdark.
‘While Pakistan and China grab Tru-
mp’sattention, India still faces 50%
tariff withno trade deal on the hori-
zon. Turns out J D Vance isnota sup-
rof the deal. No Republican wants
to push fm iteitherin pubhc evenas

shmir (as Pakistani: )?Or
willhe immerse himself inreal work?
‘A good indicator might be the serio-
usness with which Gor takes Delhi’s
security concerns, given that India is
flanked by two hostile countries both
of whichare in Trump’s good books.
Threading that needle will require

and Indian ministers come to DC
SJaishankar is expected to attend the
inaugural meetingon critical miner-
alsto be hosted by Marco Rubioon
Feb4-5. Going through the motions is
one thing, but finding political capital

Gor recently called on RBI governor
Sanjay Malhotra, an unusual move.
‘Was it to push India towards stable-
coins, digital currencies about which
RBIhas concerns? Or toask RBInot
to ‘diversify its reserves’ too much by

Thenew goal i IS not to ‘strangle or hu-
miliate’ China, but to establish ‘strate-
gicstability’ and boost Trump’s ‘vision-
aryand realistic diplomacy’ with the
Asiangiant. That issupposed tolead to
abalance of power in the Indo-Pacific.

IsUS policy heading

tegy tosuit Tr a
uadedeal with China.

Treasury: Scott Bessent
said in Davos that relations with Chi-
nahad reached a ‘very good equilibri-
um’ and theleaders could meet four
times this year. Incidentally, NDS do-
esn'tmention Taiwan—and Austra-
liaor Britain— even once. The Quad
isalsomissing, withasummit in Del-
‘hilooking likea mirage unless Gor
can perform amiracle.

‘The second data point isa Washington
Post reportabouta US diplomat promo-
ting Jamaat-e-Islami— the party com-
plicitinthe 1971 genocide—to Bangla-
deshi jour urgingthemto

mgahfeume‘ ‘says Caroline Pram.

% PARANORMAL
ACTIVITY

Foucault’s

Pendulum
Umberto Eco
‘Thatwas when Isaw the
Pendulum.

The sphere, hangingfroma
long wire set into the ceiling
of the choir; swayed backand
forth with isochronal majesty.

Tknew... that the period was
governed by the squareroot
of thelength of the wireand

by =, that num-
ber which, how-
irrati o

ugh:
rationality binds
the circumferen-
ceand diameter
- of all possible
circles. The time

idtoend was

formof accommodation? The unclas-
sified version made public isa strang-
ely timid response to decades of Chi-
nese military build-up, penetration of

give Jamaatleadersa platform. Sharia?
Not to worry because US diplomats can
deter Jamaat with100% tariffs. The
free ‘guidance’ is seen in Delhias dan-
gerous, irresponsible, even! hostile.

determined by an arcane cons-
piracy between the most time-
less of measures: the singu-
larity of the point of suspen-
sion, theduality of the plane’s

Thison topof USTR J:
holding virtual meetings with Jamaat
leadersand promising tariff relief Jam-
aat chief Shafigur tis-

thetr

ningof r, the secret quadratic

natureof theroot,and theun-
perfectionof the

edthe interaction inaJan16X post. It
would appear Washington is convin-
ced that Jamaat will lead thenext gov-
ernment. The US embrace of Islami-

tobuild again quite another: selling US treasury bonds? Or to give sts in India’s neighbourhood isn’t new.
Sergi i mmir- a BRICS — India is chair But treating them as victors inastill-
aclesonableeding, busted relationship ~ this year—not de to-be-held election i i

Before Training Wheels Come Off

engineeringefficiency This, inturn,
can lead to increased cell imports,

higher import costs and
to geopolitical supply chain disrupti-
ons. This isespecially true in cases

where ‘more range’ can be marketed

of subsidised batteries. turingexpectations. PME-DRIVE's
@ Reliability PME-DRIVElistswar-  owneligibility assessmem includes
ranty and after Manu-
That's not th mcmrmgn g] MP) as part
trust. intro- nf he d process. So,
ducea i t-March 31 isn’t whe-

Lherlo(‘zhsanon should exist, but whe-

- atthe costof mediocre energy con- board, one that inclndes warranty

Shreyas Shibulal sumption. Thesystemriskssubsidi-  claims per1,000 vehicles, repeatfail-  ther India can make it predictable, in-
— singweightand ir atscale. iti bat- bl t-friendly.

India ub-  tery, motor, andamedian This iswhere PM E-DRIVE must be
India’sEV story i idi linked criteria ime-t ion. With this data, sur- madaloumdemdusu ial schemes that
whether it should goelectric, but Lhe deﬁ.ned by fours(mk il ting will ter  sit incentives. PLIfor
kindof it y Gol can otfel road- 'a\ Such trust-buildis ises will see nriesa
tituti idy train- raivers or puum per y g budgetary outlay of 225,938 cr tostren-
ing i i of inaspace gthen advanced automotive: manufac
electric 2-wheelers (e2Ws) under PM mwa:d For: e2W eJ.lglbﬂ.\ty shuuld be vhere by fit turing. PLIfor
Electr? lcl)uveRe\mluhonannG ﬁllered toprotect bad experi fromwritingoff ~ cell battery
vative Vehicle berestricted tomodels the technology. of 718,100cr; almed at bu]ldmg giga-
E DRIVE)schemeamse:toendon witha3.54kWh battery capacity suf- Polici notlean heavily to- ingwithan

circleitself.

Ilalso knew thatamagnetic
device centred in the floor be-
neath issued itscommand to
acylinder hidden in the heart
of thesphere, thus assuring
continual motion. This device,
far from interfering with the
law of the Pendulum, in fact
permitted its manifestation,
for ina vacuumany object
‘hangingfromaweightless
and unstretchable wire free
of airresistance andfriction
will oscillate foreternity.

Translated from Italian by
William Weaver

Markofa
Journalist

Apropos the news report, ‘Vete-
ranJournalist Mark Tully Dies
at90’ (Jan26), eulogised as the

BBC's ‘voice of India’, Mark Tul-
Iy held iconicstatus in Indian jo-
urnalism. The BBC correspond-

extraordinary similitudes, the more human will

stand out. Like beauty across cultures being actually deter-
mined by facial asymmetry, content, too, will gainan edge by
being ‘tainted’ with human quirkiness—anovelist who wri-
tes Devdas with a smartphone addiction, an economist who
explains inflation through psychoanalysis, a painter who
uses Polaroids to create portraits — they will be the ones fe-
ted,adoredand amply fumded. They will be gloriously wrong
mwaysmachmescannotbe.lnawoﬂdwherem pr 10-

March 31 This threatens toexpose a ficient for: luokmnf daily aummute wards legacy players or startups. It emphasis ondomesuc value add.mmL entsaw history (in Lhe making)
ideni what the state Itcanalso should raise thefloor for everyone,so ~ Together; first-handand ittru-
subsidises—batterysize—andwhat  through a Bureau of EnergyEmcl that mnovauomsrewarded butfragi- supply-sidespine that must now out- thfully Hisreporting was autho-
citizensactually value —costperkm, — ency ‘starrating’ sy lity isnot live demand subsidies, especially for ritative, sensitive and free from
reliabilityand trustworthy service. what'sused i © Finanes thannot, EV motors,. comm]lels. power electroni- ‘sermonising’, and reflected In-
Witha10.900croutlay imebound  2-wheelerscanbeclassifiedintol-to  loanscanbeunfavourable insegme- e, oe].ls dnd .,.. tem: dia’s vibrancy diversity. His
PMEDRIV demand Sstar ased on theiren- nlsLhatmanerlhemost,hkeezWand i th it
‘meant to be mrkm(Wh/km) finan- Califor nia’ sloug ruunngEV thesiegeof the Golden temple
permanent. It forces meEVsectorm with themostefficient ceinstituti i ing vehicle)regulation and theassassination of Indira
confront cost reduction, localisation mgasta:s Suchasystem will push withrisk-sharingstructures. Sidbi’s ~ showshowamarket canbe nudged Gandhiwon him popular accla-
d experience. OE] wml\onpamalnsk -sharingand through manufacturer obligations im. The famed journalist’s exp-
Thescheme isal: dinguard  wellas motor and vehicle e2Wand and credit ks. China's ulsion from India soon after the
railslike certification and periodic efficiency; ratherthan e3Wloansisagood it 1! ther, u:nposmou of Emmgemyand
validation that recognise an uncom- relyingon the crutch addressesreal lender fearslike i i i i hisnar
fortable fact: in a mass market with resale value, battery lifeuncer-  ti d but ition
thinmarginsandrapidentry consu-  Won'tbea bor-  without isi fici of the Babrl mmque themselves
mer protection isnotaluxury Itmust ~ pushover ¢ rower profiles. and compliance., became newsstories, He descri-

be the foundation for adoption.
‘Thatsaid, PM E-DRIVE also exposes

the next palicy problem. The state pays

perkWh, while cmaen.s buy perkm. A

vely beige fitiisking.

kWh-linked may
tratively clean, but 1('5 inclined tore-
ward larger battery capacitiesover

@ Localisation Thisis wh-
ereresilience, cost
reduction and jobs
converge. e2Wsloc-
alisation isalready

Indianeedn’t blindly copy-paste the-
seinitiatives. But it should acknow-
ledge thata post-subsidy eramust be
‘builtonrules, data, finance—and,
aboveall, rust.

through
phased manufac-

The writer is founder-CEO,

bed himself as ‘an Overseas Ci-
tizen of India’ and sometimes
as ‘arelicof the Raj’,and made
India—theland of hisbirth—
hishome.

G David Milton

A Tamil Nadu




WHEN IN DOUBT

LOOK INTELLIGENT
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A thought for today
Lam an expression of the divine, just like a peach is,
just like a fish is. I have a right to be this way
ALICE WALKER, The Colour Purple

Messaging The Temple

U’khand govt & state BJP must nix Badri-Kedar
committee’s idea of banning access to non-Hindus

adri-Kedar ittee (BKTC) chair dUttarakhand

BJP: spokesperson Hemant Dwivedi’s proposal to bar non-Hindus

from two of Hinduism’s most venerated temples, Kedarnath
and Badrinath, is dangerous. Here's why.

For context, priests’ communities have upped the ante on their
longstanding demand to wrest control of Hindu places of worship
from state jurisdiction. Recall that in 2021 Uttarakhand govt junked
its Char Dham Devasthanam Board Act, passed in 2019 - that sought
to bring 51 temples under a single management board - following
stiff opposition from Hindu clergy, individual temple manage-
mentsand VHP In thefirst place, state control on Hindu shrines was
exerted to counter casteism in temples in independent India-exactly
to counter thiskind of bar toaccess, as
suggested by orthodoxies such as
BKTC's. Access forallin Hindu temples
A isabattle hard-won.

Given this, now for a state-controlled
body answerabletoUttarakhand govtto
makeaconsidered announcementtoban
non-Hindus multiplies the seriousness
of what'sat stake. It isan unconstitutional
proposal. In the name of ‘tradition’, as was argued for the proposal to
bar non-Hindus from Haridwar’s ghats days ago, the state cannot
allow areturntohoary segregationist practices, and remain wilfully
blind to law and constitutional morality.

BKTCishaitinggovtatatime UCCisanexperiment in Uttarakhand.
Andata time when pilgrimages are central to its cultural and political
messaging, neatly folded into Hindutva politics. Pilgrimage tourism
is ared hot growth sector, and Uttarakhand is a major player. That
should prompt the state, and all states hosting major pilgrimage
centres, to open temple doors wider still. The fight over Sabarimala
isacaseinpoint. But whenarich temple trust wantstoturnback the
clock by centuries, it is detrimental to the big-tent idea of a ‘develo-
pedIndia’. Kedarnath hosted almost18L pilgrims in 2025, Badrinath
16L.Foreign arrivals, PIOs & NRIs included, were fewer than 2,000 -
that should increase, dollar spends mean more bang per buck.

Supreme Court, were it to hear the constitutionality of this
proposal, would surely strike it down. But it shouldn’t come to that.
Uttarakhand govt and state BJP should nix the temple committee’s
proposal -and send a message.

VonDerful Trade Deal?

We'll have to see. But that EU’s finally so close to a
pact with India shows how much Trump has rattled it

hief guestatR-Day parade, EU's chief bureaucrat, Ursula vonder

Leyen, remarked yesterday that a successful India made the world

better. Only recently, EU was dissing India for buying Russian
energy, while buying it itself. And, BTW, it took EU and India 18 years —
avery longtime evenfortwo entities infamous for their bureaucracies
~togetclose toa trade deal, expected to be finalised today.

Tobasics: at $136.5bn in 2024-25, EU isalready India’s largest goods
trading partner. The deal, per some reports, may see India cutting
tariffs sharply on EU-made cars. India may get zero-duty access for
itslabour-intensivesectorssuchastextiles, leather; apparel and gems.
Even EU’strade barriers—-CBAMs akagreen
export rules - are apparently in final stages
of resolution. If pushed over the finishing
line, this would be a pretty big deal, with
plenty for both parties to be happy about. It
may goad Trump - to rage about India and
Europe or todoadeal with India or both.

Butgivecreditto Trumpfor being the reason
the deal may get done. As Davos showed, the
Euro-Atlantic alliance is strained like never
before, forcmg the European bloc to wake up and smell the coffee -
and chai. Gone are those comfy days when American military
muscle would backstop Europe, while Brussels elite would sip
wine and admonish the Global South - sometimes India included -
for failing on democracy and human rights. Russia’s war in Ukraine,
and now the Trump jolt, have finally got EU to start thinking of an
independent strategic security and foreign policy.

But is this a passing phase to weather a Trump White House?
Time will tell. Barring the Viktor Orbans, EU's clear there cannot
be any truck with Russia in the foreseeable future, while China is
now on the suspect watchlist. Interestingly, EU is willing to look
past India’s ties with Russia, because Brussels now needs some
wins, as does India, of course. Welcome to realism EU, and do
note that there’s plenty of grey here. You always knew this. But
pragmatism can now replace preaching.

Manali trance

Indian tourists mistake bad weather
forecast for a welcome sign
Anil Abraham

Kamala is upset with me because we were the only ones
without holiday plans. “Everyone is going somewhere - you
don’t have any get-up-and-go!” I got up to go. Because I knew
one of those Trump-type rambling rants was about to begin —
alot of incoherent words and no valid point. She had set her
mind on Kullu-Manali even though I had read the weather
report and told her that inclement weather was predicted. Storm clouds were
gatheringnow, but in our living room instead.

To save my skin I scrolled through social media and showed her posts of
long snaking queues of cars stuck in the snow on the highway between Kullu
and Manali. Bored stiff and irritable people upset that their promised weekend
was quite literally a road trip, with no hope of reaching the destination. “It's
about the journey, not the destination!” she informed me, peeping at the
philosophy forward from Gud Morning Govindappa.

"'m very intolerant of the milling masses - but Kamala refuses
m . tobe cowed by crowds. The more the merrier, is her motto. And so
:J’/) every long weekend we find ourselves standing in a queue to pay

our respects to one more over-worked god or weary hill station or

bored beach - all filled with like-minded hapless hundreds trying

to get a wow moment for an Insta pie. Smmg in a cubicle in front of a screen

fulfilling the 70-hour week as a corporate minion is apparently not enough —

the new trend is to sit in a car frozen in a traffic jam staring at another

window. Elon Musk just needs to get a travel influencer to post pictures from

Mars with a catchy caption like ‘Mars-t See Destination’ and the insatiable

Indian will land there carrying theplas and chaklis and hoping to find a
masalachaistall.

Even withdirepredictions of snow, the Indian tourist heads to destinations
whereallmen have boldly gonebefore. Even ICE in Americadoes not deter him
from wandering into Trump territory. We need to learn lessons from one lone
penguin who decided to break away from the tribe and head to a less crowded
destination. Now that Sunita Williams has been grounded, there is space for
the Great Indian traveller to discover unsullied territory, then proceed to
clutter it with chaosand confusion.

Letter To Finance Minister

Among things that budget can fix, are rules for capital gains tax & withholding tax. FM must make
these simple & predictable. Foreign investors, who have been taking their money out, value clarity

Duvvuri Subbarao

Dear finance minister, [ know you are

drowning in advice from a billion
Indians on what to do in the budget.
Tam wary of adding to your burden,
but having made this intrusion an
annual habit, I am unable to resist
the temptanon So, please bear with me.

Before I get into business, let me congratulate you
on becoming the longest continuously serving finance
minister inindependentIndia. You
can justifiably be proud of this
accomplishment. Longevity in such
apolitically demanding office is
no mean feat. The knowledge,
wisdom and political antennae
that come with experience are
undeniableassets.

But I must also offer a gentle
caution: longevity can breed
routinisation. Budgets risk
becoming incremental exercises
- competently managed and
fiscally prudent, maybe, but
lacking out-of-the-box thinking
orbold ideas.

Indeed, one recurring criticism of your budgets
has been precisely that: they lack zing. Each budget is
a standalone piece - some familiar shibboleths and a
sprinklingof mmauvs hutwnmoutacnmpdlmgumfymg
vision. Th ithmetic, but ingidea
Allow me, therefore, to offer a suggestion.

PM has set the grand aspiration of Viksit Bharat:
India country by the yof
Independence in 2047. It is an evocative phrase, but so far
ithasremained just that-a phrase. We've heard littleabout
‘what govt means by “developed”, how it proposes to get
there, or what trade-offs that journey might entail.

‘Why not seize the opportunity of this budget tolay out
thebigpictureof Viksit Bharatand situate yourannual

Images: Al

budgets within the overarching roadmap to that goal?

Havingset that big picture, you can then moveon to the
business at hand: the budget for fiscal year 2026-27.

To paraphrase Charles Dickens, this is the best of
times; this is also the worst of times. On the positive
side, macroeconomic numbers look reassuring.
Growth is upwards of 7%, inflation is benign, external
deficit is low, and corporate and bank balance sheets

are healthier than they have been in a long time. That
iscausefor cheer.
Ontheflipside, there are concernsabout the quality
of growth. Pmductlvltv growth isdisappointing. Private
generation remains
weak, especially for the youth. Manufacturing has not
emerged as the labour-absorbing engine we had hoped
it would become. High and rising tariffs sit awkwal dlv
withour; itiontointegratei
Add to this a world fractured by geopolitical tensmns
protectionism and supply-chain realignments, and
the comfort offered hy headline
numbers begins todi

metric: revenue deficit. For reasons that are not entirely
clear, ithas fallen off theradar.

A govt that borrows to invest is very different from
one that borrows to consume. Reducing revenue dLﬁclt
remains the most credible signal of fiscal
and mtergenerauonal eqmty Debt |ax getmg wlthout
attention
the wood for the trees.

Letmereturnto Viksit Bharat. Asa trained economist,
you know that becoming a developed country is not just
aboutcrossinga per capitaincome threshold. Itisabout
creating: productlve jobs, ra]smghuman capital, improving

reducing i ing that growth

The task beforeyou, therefore, isto
use today’s relative macroeconomic
comfort to address structural
vulnerabilities and make the
economy morerobust.

One early warning signal
you should not ignore is capital

is bothsustainable and inclusive. Noneof this will happen
by accident, and none of it will happen through annual
budgets that are disconnected from alonger-term plan.
Why not announce in this budget your intention to
publish a medium-term fiscal and growth strategy
explicitly aligned with the goal of Viksit Bharat? Such
a framework will serve two purposes. It will impose

outflows. Foreign i have

been taking money out of India,
driven by both push and pull
factors. Higher interest rates in
advanced economies and the
allure of investment in Al are

pulling capital away.

But it is the push factors that should concern
you more. Our own policy choices matter. Repeated
tinkering with capital gains taxation, camhmed w1f_h
a complex and often unpr

this one. And it will allow us, the public, to hold govt
to account - not on one-off announcements, but on
progressalonga clearly articulated path.

Madam, I recognise the tough fiscal and political
constraints under which you operate. You have the
unenviable task of making hard choices to secure
the economy’s long-term sustainability even if that
entails short-term costs. But that is precisely why we
elect leadex s-to makedifficult choices.

Itisyourtask tomake

regime, has eroded policy credibility. Inveslors value
notjustreturns, but clarity and stability. If India wants
stable, long-term capital rather than volatile
flows, it may be time to rethink both
capital gains and withholding
taxes - not to offer concessions,
but to restore simplicity,
predictability and trust.

On the fiscal front, your
decision to shift the policy
anchor from the fiscal deficit
to a debtto-GDP ratio is
conceptually sound. Debt
sustainability is, after all,
what ultimately matters. But
in making this transition,
please do not lose sight of an S
older; and still very relevant,

it dehver on that promise. My best

wishes, Ma'am, for every success.
The writer is a

former governor;, RBI

The Golden Rule: Those With The Gold Make The Rules

Bharat's ancient epics also spell out what Mark Carney’s speech at Davos did. If India operates without
illusions and keeps its options open today, that’s not fence-sitting, but management of uncertainty

Ashwin Sanghi

The Mark Carney speech at Davos hit
like a bombshell. In what felt like a
rare moment of straight talk from a
Western leader, Canada’s PM admitted
something that India’s foreign minister
2l SJaishankar has been pointing out for
years: The so-called “international rules-based order”
hasabigdose of hypocrisy baked in.

Carney put it plainly: “We knew the story of the
international rules-based order was partially false,
that the strongest would exempt themselves when
convenient...that international law applied with
varying rigour, depending on the identity of the
accused or the victim."

Thisstatement wasrich comingfroma country that
had been part of the cozy club thatenjoyed the lopsided
order’sfruits. But Carney was merelyspellingout the

any country gets this instinctively, it’sIndia.

Erstwhile colonies like ours have been living
under varying shades of this so-called “rules-based
order” for centuries. British Raj used to sell
its conquests as a noble mission:
it was “civilising” the backward
natives, modernising society,
bringing law and order; railways,
and Enlightenment values.

Same story with the Spanish
in the Americas: They wrapped
their land grabs and exploitation
in the language of spreading
Christ’s salvation. Every empire
needs a pretty alibi to make the
ugly reality palatable.

India does not of course need
modern geopolitics to learn how §
rules are bent by the powerful.
Bharat’s ancient epics hit this
truth hard and straight. In the
Mahabharat, there were supposed
rules of conflict - dharm on the

golden rule: Those with the gold make the rules. If (/

Calvin & Hohbes

battlefield. But when winning mattered more, those
rules got tossed aside.

ishm was tricked by Shikhandi, Dron was broken
by a lie about his son, Karn was hit while helpless
fixing his wheel, and Duryodhan was finished with an
illegal thigh strike. Bottom line? Rules last only until
the powerful find them inconvenient. Then force wins,
and the code bends or breaks.

Ancient Indian history too is replete with such
examples. Invaders rarely announced themselves as
plunderers; they arrived bearing a so-called }ugher
purpose. Mahmud of Ghaznistyled himself

ips ipt. NoU nocoaliti
ictheatre. Hedoesn’t ask per
toconvince anyone. He simply does what he wants. And
this includes sharing personal communication from
foreign leaders like Macron - messages that reveal
Europe’s hypocrisy of looking away in Syria and Iran
while worrying about Greenland.

Inthe Trumpian world, Venezuela and Iran are mere
oil reservoirs, not polity issues. Greenland is simply a
mineral-rich Arctic chessboard. Gaza is reduced to a
PowerPoint presentation of beachfront potential. The

buﬂ(lmL,

of faith to his biographers, even as his repeated raids

of and Nato allies are leveraged
in a str ategic calculus. The vocabulary has shifted

welempt aimedat

- from values to valuation. This bluntness

I
Even Ashok - now remembered as Ashok the
Great — ascended !he Mauryan Lhrone by eliminating
TheK: nage wasjust
aculmination of his power grab. Only
. afterattaining uncontested dominance
did Ashok turntodhamma, recasting
conguest as remorse and empire as
moral guardianship.
‘What's new? you may ask. What’s
new is the discarding of pretence.
And for that candour, we
should thank Donald
Trump.

George W Bush
sent his team to
lobby hard at UN,
waving the WMD
card and rounding
upa “coalition of the

willing” to make
the Irag invasion
look legit. It was a
charade - deeply
misleading - but he
played the game,
pretending  that
international app-
roval mattered.
Trump? He just

rting illusion
of pri anlples They forget that the only unwavering
principle of power is to shunacting on principle.

For India, this is neither a moment for outrage nor
for romantic nostalgia about a fairer global order that
never truly existed. Bharat understands- instinctively
and historically - that moral language usually follows
power rather than restrains it. This is civilisational
memory. Chanakya articulated it with unsparing
clarity in the Arthashastra, where alliances are
provisional, treaties are tools, and ethical claims
aresubordinate to the survival of the state.

India’s foreign policy must continue to reflect this
absence of illusion. India must continue sourcing
cheap Russian energy despite Western discomfort,
engage Israel while calling for restraint in Gaza, and
avoid binary a].lgnments over Ukraine. It must contmue
signing FTAswhile:
manage its border even as it talks to Chma and deepen
partnerships in West Asia while strategically evaluating
Trump’s Board of Peace. It willsimply be Indiaoperating
without illusions-aware that power sets the terms and
that rules are negotiable.

Andno, thisi { -sittingbut the
of uncenamty India must keep its options open because
experience tells us that commmnen(s harden faster than
principles. naworld whererul
flexibility is the only durable advantage.

Sanghiisan authorof severalworksof fiction
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PHOOEY. MOM AND DAD

SHE REMEM

199 Waneioa DRy i L

HEE HEE’ DO You THINK
BERS How

TIME WE THREATENED TO
FLUSH HER SCIENCE NOTES
DOWN THE TOILET ?

SHE REMEMBERS, AlL RIGHT.

SHE CANT GET
ANAY WITH TS
WE'LL CAWL THE.

Justas none
of us is outside
orbeyond
geography,
noneofus iscompletely free from
the struggle over geography. That
struggleis complex... because it is not
only about soldiers and cannons but
also about ideas. about forms. about
images and imaginings.

Edward W Said

Anger And Hatred Are Habits, Not Our True Selves

The XIV Dalai Lama

mong the emotions that disturb
ourpeace of mind, few are as
armful as anger and hatred.
These powerful feelings not only cause
suffering within but often hurt those
around us. They cloud our judgement,

gives us strength. Butreal strengt.h lies
inpatience, clarity. and compassion.
Anger iseasy-it'sareaction
with calm understandingrequires
disciplineand courage.

People often ask, “But what if someone
treats me unfairly? Isn’tanger natural?”
Yes, anger may arise - but that does

Angerand hatred are habits, not our

true selves They anse from misunders-
ging. Withmind-
fulness and effort, they can be reduced
and even transformed. The goal isnot to
suppress anger, but tounderstand it.
When we shine the light of awareness on
it, itbegins to dissolve. This is the heart

‘When we wishothers well -even those

‘who have harmed us - anger beginsto lose

itsgrip. This does not mean we condone

bad behaviour: It means we choose to

respond from heart rather than from hurt.
Luvmg -kindnessreveals our: shared

Everyone
and fears pain. Everyone makes mistakes.

damage relationships, and strip away not make it helpful. Reacting o88lava of inner turning the through thislens, they
the calm and clarity needed to respond with angerusually adds fuel & AR mind fromasourceof suffering  cease tobe ‘enemies’ and become fellow
wisely tolife’ flict rather than e e intoa source of peace. travellers onlife’s path.
ger arises when our desires resolving it. We can train Seh Patience is one of the Meditation is a powerful tool. By
are blocked our pride is wounded, or the mmd torespond with L most power i to observingour and emotions
t. d insight. anger. Itisnot weakness. Itis without reacting, we create space in the

themind narrows. We exaggerate faults
of others and distort reality. Anger can
feel justified —evenrighteous-but it
blinds us to what is truly helpful.

Ask yourself: when you are angry,
are you at peace? Of course not. Anger
agitates the heart and unsettles the
mind. [tbrings discomfort to the body
and disturbs emotional balance. Yet
sometimes we clingto it, imagining it

Often, those who hurt others
are themselves hurting -
trapped in ignorance or fear.
Indian sage Shantidevasaid, “If

something can be remedied, why be upset
aboutit? Andif itcan'tb di
isthe use of beingupset?” This wisdom
reminds us that anger is not necessary
fotake effective action. We can confront
injustice with courage - without hatred.

d,what  begin with

inner strength. Itallows us to
THE SPEAKING TREE remain composed even when
provoked, to pause rather
thanreact, and toact with wisdom rather
than impulse. Through patience, we

mind. Meditation gives us the freedom to
respond with wisdom, even indifficulty.
Over time, it nurtures the inner peace
that allows compassion to grow. If we
want peace in the world, it must begin
We  inourhearts. We cannot control others,

realise their unkind actions may come

from their own struggles. With this

insight, forgiveness becomes possible.
Another remedy isloving-kindness.

but we can train our own minds. When
anger arises, we can pause, breathe, and
respond with awareness.

Astold to Rajiv Mehrotra
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OPINION

How urban India is redefining the

Every Indian is proud

on Republic Day

oday we are celebrating the country’s 77th
Republic Day. During this time, the country has
witnessed many phases, endured many struggles,
and achieved immense accomplishments on
the world stage. On this 77th Republic Day, the
nation pledges that we will not rest on our laurels but will
continue to move forward. Undoubtedly, the achievements
are significant. Today, a grand military parade will be held on
Kartavya Path, and it’s worth remembering that our army is
rapidly progressing on the path of self-reliance. The Indian
Army is the fourth largest army in the world. Our army has
the strength to crush enemies who threaten the country’s
security and peace, even in their own territory.
The government and military leaders have sent a clear
message that Operation Sindoor is still underway, and
whenever there is a terrorist act, Operation Sindoor will strike
like a hammer blow against those who harbor terrorism.
This warning on Republic Day is for Pakistan as well as
Bangladesh. The country’s de 1t journey indicates
that our achievements so far are merely a milestone. In the
next stages, India will move forward with high standards,
profound responsibility, and innovation. Our goal is to be at
the forefront. We also pledge that the country will prioritize
progress in those areas where it is most needed. This means
that progress will no longer be limited to the betterment of a
few families, but will also focus on the transformation of every
underprivileged and margmalized person. So far; the country
has achieved many glorious milestones in its development
journey: We have risen from the fifth largest economic power
to the fourth largest economic power in the world. The day
is not far when we will become the third largest economic
power in the world. Our goal is to become fully developed
and reach the top by the centenary of our independence. For
this, we have included the cultural aspect in our development
framework.
In a turbulent global environment where bitterness is
increasing and wars are causing bloodshed, India is the only
country that speaks of morality and cultural awakening, and
advocates for the path of peace and harmony. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has sent a message to the world that “today,
dialogue is needed, not war” Authoritarian leaders equipped
with strong military power want to undermine the goal of
“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' (the world is one family), but India
will always safe 1 this goal, embracing non-alignment and
diversity. Even in today’s Republic Day celebrations, India
has extended a hand to the European Union. Efforts to move
away from the dominance of the dollar are underway, yet
India’s message remains: we will not offend anyone, nor are
we anyone’s enemy, but our aim is to avoid wrongdoing and
remain committed to what is right.
This Republic Day is a day for Indians to feel proud, knowing
that India has reached a position where no major global
decision can be made without its counsel. There is now
a growing collective voice suggesting that India, which is
leading the developing world, should be granted veto power
and made a permanent member of the United Nations
Security Council. This is undoubtedly a recognition of India’s
strength. India’s power is now also expanding into space.
Our proud ISRO will further strengthen India’s position in
the future. Today, every Indian is proud on this Republic Day.

-Abhishek Vij

UGC’s new policy:
Prioritizing students’
mental health

he University Grants Commission (UGC) is
the regulatory body for higher education in
India. The UGC has announced a new policy
that aims to make it the responsibility of
educational institutions not only to foster the
academic development of students and young people but
also to monitor and properly address their mental health.
Statistics show that 10.6 percent of people in our country
suffer from mental health problems. 7.3 percent of young
people aged 18 to 29 are affected by serious mental health
issues. In this country, where a large proportion of the
population consists of young students, 7.6 percent of all
suicides each year are committed by students. The new
policy mandates that every higher education institution
establish mental health and wellness centers. These
centers will be staffed by professional mental health
specialists. One faculty mentor will be appointed for
every 500 students. To monitor students’ mental health,
the policy requires the appointment of one senior teacher
for every 500 students and one student support assistant
for every 100 students. A helpline number will also be
available to provide students with 24/7 support. The
UGC has also asked each institution to develop an action
plan to prevent suicides.
Students showing signs of depression or suffering from
mental health issues should receive immediate and
effective help. The policy suggests training institution
staff, teachers, and students to recognize warning
signs and take necessary steps promptly. All higher
education institutions have been asked to provide
practical suggestions for implementing this policy. The
Supreme Court has also called for a unified policy on
this matter. Now, let’s consider the reality. Educational
institutions already lack sufficient teachers. They are
relying on temporary staff. Now, several new wings need
to be established: One for digital education, another to
implement the new policy of integrating arts and science
education, and now an order to provide almost clinical-
level mental healthcare. But where will the budget for
all this come from? Recently, it has been observed that
the UGC (University Grants Commission) is reducing
its contribution and asking states to increase theirs.
How can such ambitious programs be launched without
securing the necessary funds? While the decision to
prioritize mental health care is certainly welcome, this
welfare initiative can only be successful if substantial
financial resources are allocated to it.
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or decades, the idea of
“home” in urban India
followed a predictable
seript: ownership,
permanence, and
family inheritance. A home was
not just shelter but security,
status, and an asset meant to last
generations. Today, that idea is
undergoing a quiet but profound
shift.
Across India’s major cities,
younger residents are redefining
what home means. Rising
property prices, changing work
cultures, and evolving personal
priorities are pushing urban
dwellers away from traditional
ownership models toward
flexibility, mobility, and shared
living.
One of the most visible changes
is the growing acceptance of
renting as a long-term choice
rather than a temporary
compromise. Millennials and
Gen Z professionals, especially
those working in technology,
media, healthcare, and startups,
increasingly prioritise location,
commute time, and lifestyle
over ownership. For many, the
idea of committing to a 20-year
housing loan feels restrictive in
an economy defined by frequent
job changes and relocation.
This shift is also driven by
affordability. In cities like
Mumbai, Bengaluru, and
Delhi, property prices have far
outpaced income growth. Even
dual-income households struggle
to afford centrally located homes.
As aresult, renters are choosing
smaller, well-connected spaces
closer to workplaces instead of
distant suburbs that demand
long commutes and social
isolation.
Co-living has emerged as another
response to these pressures.
Once associated mainly with
students, co-living spaces are now
attracting young professionals

meaning of home

In cities like Mumbai,
Bengaluru, and Delhi,
property prices have
far outpaced income
growth. Even dual-
income households
struggle to afford
centrally located homes.
As aresult, renters are
choosing smaller; well-
connected spaces closer
to workplaces instead
of distant suburhs that
demand long commutes
and social isolation.

and even freelancers in their
30s. These arrangements

offer furnished rooms, shared
amenities, and flexible leases,
reducing both financial burden
and emotional isolation in dense
urban environments. Work-from-
home and hybrid work models
have further reshaped housing
preferences.

The pandemic demonstrated
that productivity does not
always require physical offices,
prompting many urban residents
to prioritise space, ventilation,
and neighbourhood quality.
Homes are no longer just places
to sleep; they now double as
workspaces, fitness zones, and
social hubs.

Interestingly, this evolution has
also influenced architecture and
interior design. Developers are
experimenting with compact,
multi-functional layouts,
shared community spaces, and
environmentally conscious
materials. Balconies, natural
light, and soundproofing have
become selling points, reflecting

changing daily routines.
At a social level, the redefinition
of home has softened traditional
expectations. Marriage, family
size, and cohabitation norms
are shifting alongside housing
choices. Single living, shared
flats among friends, and
delayed homeownership are no
longer viewed as failures but as
legitimate lifestyle decisions.
However, challenges remain.
Rent insecurity, lack of tenant
protections, and unpredictable
lease terms continue to affect
urban renters, Policy frameworks
have yet to fully adapt to this new
reality, often favouring ownership
over rental stability.

As India’s cities continue to
expand, the concept of home
will likely become more fluid.
Ownership may still hold
emotional value, but flexibility,
comfort, and accessibility are
increasingly shaping how urban
Indians define where — and how
— they belong.

(11 THOUGHT OF THE DAY

‘ Freedom is not just the absence of fear, but the courage to stand for what is right.

-Rabindranath Tagore

The silent rise of
digital fatigue and
why it matters

n an age of constant connectivity,
exhaustion is no longer just physical.
Digital fatigue — a state of mental,
emotional, and cognitive overload caused
by prolonged screen exposure — is
quietly becoming one of the defining challenges
of modern life. Unlike burnout, which is often
linked to excessive work hours, digital fatigue
stems from uninterrupted interaction with
screens, notifications, and online demands.
Smartphones, laptops, tablets, and smart
devices blur the boundaries between work,
leisure, and rest, leaving little room for mental
recovery. The signs are subtle but widespread.
Difficulty concentrating, frequent headaches,
eye strain, irritability, disrupted sleep,
and a persistent sense of restlessness are
inereasingly common. Many people mistake
these symptoms for stress or lack of discipline,
unaware that constant digital stimulation is the
underlying cause. Remote work has amplified
the problem. Virtual meetings, emails, instant
messages, and collaborative platforms have
replaced in-person interactions, creating an
environment where employees feel compelled
to remain “available” at all times. The absence
of physical cues — such as leaving an office —
makes it harder to mentally disconnect.
Social media further compounds digital fatigue.
Endless scrolling exposes users to curated
lives, breaking news, opinions, and advertising
in rapid succession. The brain processes far
more information than it evolved to handle,
leading to emotional numbness or anxiety
rather than engagement. Young people are
particularly vulnerable. Students juggle online
classes, ignments, social interaction, and
entertainment on the same devices. Without
clear boundaries, digital spaces dominate
waking hours, reducing attention spans and
affecting learning outcomes. Ironically, the
tools designed to increase efficiency often
reduce it.
Multitasking across apps and platforms
fragments attention, lowering productivity
and increasing mental strain. Studies suggest
that frequent task-switching can significantly
reduce cognitive performance while increasing
feelings of exhaustion.
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Why slow travel is gaining
ground in a fast

or years, travel was measured
by speed and volume.
More destinations, tighter
itineraries, quicker checklists.
The modern traveller was
expected to see everything, photograph
everything, and move on. That model
is now quietly giving way to something
slower, deeper, and more intentional.
Slow travel, once considered a
niche preference, is steadily gaining
mainstream appeal. It is not about
luxury or laziness but about immersion
— spending more time in fewer places,
understanding local rhythms, and
valuing experience over accumulation.
Several factors are driving this shift.
One is fatigue. The pressure to “make
the most” of short trips often leaves
travellers more exhausted than
refreshed. Long airport queues, packed
schedules, and constant movement
reduce the very joy travel promises. Slow
travel offers an antidote by prioritising
rest, reflection, and connection.
Another driver is the rise of remote
work. Digital nomads and hybrid
professionals are no longer bound by
short leave windows. They can stay
weeks or months in one location,
blending work with exploration. This
flexibility allows deeper engagement
with local culture, food, language, and
daily life.
Economic considerations also play
a role. Extended stays often reduce
costs through long-term rentals, local
transport, and home cooking. Instead
of spending heavily on tourist-centric
services, slow travellers contribute
directly to neighbourhood economies
— small cafes, local markets, and family-
run accommodations.
Environmental awareness is another
factor reshaping travel habits. Frequent
flights and over-tourism have raised
concerns about sustainability. Slow
travel reduces carbon footprints by
limiting movement and encouraging
land-based transport. Travellers

are increasingly conscious of their
impact fragile ecosystems and
communities. Destinations benefit as
well. Overcrowded cities and popular
landmarks struggle under mass tourism,
straining infrastructure and displacing
residents. Slow travel spreads economic
benefits more evenly and reduces
seasonal pressure. Smaller towns and
rural regions, often overlooked, gain
visibility and income. Culturally, slow
travel changes how stories are told.
Instead of landmark photos, travellers
share narratives — conversations with
locals, routines discovered, traditions
observed. These stories foster empathy
rather than envy, curiosity rather than
comparison. However, slow travel
requires a mindset shift. It demands
patience, openn and a willingness to
embrace uncertainty. Not every moment
is curated or Instagram-ready. Language
barriers, unfamiliar customs, and
everyday inconveniences become part
of the experience rather than obstacles.
Technology plays a paradoxical role.
‘While constant connectivity can distract,
digital tools also enable slow travel
through local discovery apps, community
forums, and flexible booking platforms.
Used intentionally, technology supports
rather than dominates the journey.

As global mobility continues to evolve,
slow travel reflects a broader cultural
change. In a world obsessed with speed,
choosing to move slowly is a deliberate
act. It suggests that travel’s true value
lies not in distance covered, but in
understanding gained.
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Why public spaces matter more than ever in modern

ublic spaces — parks,

streets, libraries,

markets, and plazas

— form the social

backbone of cities.
They are the places where daily
life unfolds outside private
homes and workplaces. As
cities grow denser and faster,
the importance of these shared
spaces has become increasingly
clear. Well-designed public
spaces promote inclusion.
They are among the few
environments accessible to
everyone regardless of income,
age, or background. A public
park offers children a place
to play, elders a place to rest,
and workers a place to pause.
These shared experiences
foster social cohesion in
otherwise fragmented urban
environments. Public spaces
also support mental and physical
health. Access to open areas
encourages walking, exercise,
and outdoor activity. Exposure

to greenery reduc

improves mood, offering relief

from the pressures of urban
living. Cities with accessible
public spaces often report higher

levels of community wellbeing.

Economically, public spaces
contribute more than is often
acknowledged. Vibrant streets
and squares attract foot traffic,

supporting local businesses and
informal economies. Markets
and public events create
opportunities for small vendors
and artists, strengthening local

livelihoods.

Culturally, public spaces serve as
stages for expression. Festivals,
protests, performances, and
everyday interactions shape
collective identity. These
spaces allow citizens to engage
with democracy, culture, and
community in visible ways.
Without them, civic life becomes
confined to digital platforms or
private venues. The pandemic
underscored their value. During
periods of isolation, access
to open public areas became
essential for mental health and
social connection. Cities that
invested in pedestrian zones
and open streets adapted more
effectively to changing needs.
Despite their importance, public
spaces face growing challenges.
Commercialisation, neglect,
and unequal distribution
limit access, particularly in
low-income neighbourhoods.
Security concerns and
restrictive policies can also

discourage use, undermining
their purpose. Urban planners
increasingly recognise that
public spaces are not luxuries
but necessities. Designing
inclusive, safe, and flexible
spaces requires community
participation and long-term
investment. Small interventions
— seating, lighting, shade, and
accessibility — can dramatically
improve usability.

The future of cities depends
not only on infrastructure
and technology, but on how
people experience everyday
life. Public spaces shape those
experiences. They create
room for connection, rest, and
expression in environments
defined by speed and density.
As urban populations continue
to grow, protecting and
expanding public spaces is
essential. They are where cities
become more than collections of
buildings — they become places
where people belong.

The changing relationship

Why lifelong learning is no longer optional

between work and identity

or much of the
twentieth century,
work was more than a
means of income — it
was identity. People
introduced themselves by
their professions, planned lives
around careers, and measured
success through job titles.
That relationship is now being
renegotiated.
Across industries and age groups,
individuals are questioning how
much of their identity should be
tied to their work. This shift is
not a rejection of ambition but a
response to changing economic
realities and personal priorities.
One catalyst is instability.
Automation, restructuring,
contract work, and economic
shocks have made lifelong
employment increasingly rare.
When jobs are uncertain,
defining oneself solely through
work becomes risky. Many people
are diversifying their sense of
purpose beyond professional
roles.
The pandemic accelerated this
reassessment. Forced pauses
and remote work blurred
boundaries between professional
and personal lives. People
began evaluating how much
time, energy, and emotional
investment work deserved. For
some, this led to career changes;
for others, to redefining success
itself. Younger generations are
particularly vocal about this
shift. Surveys consistently show
that many prioritise flexibility,
mental health, and meaning over
traditional markers like hierarchy
or salary alone. Side projects,
creative pursuits, volunteering,
and community involvement
now coexist alongside formal
employment. This does not
mean work has lost importance.
Rather, its role has become more
contextual. Work is increasingly
viewed as one component of
a balanced life, not its sole
defining feature. This perspective
encourages boundaries — fixed
working hours, digital detoxes,
and clearer distinctions between

pr ofesilondl and pers
Organisations are adaptmg,
sometimes reluctantly.
Employers face rising
expectations around well-being,
autonomy, and values alignment.
Companies that ignore these
shifts risk disengagement
and attrition, while those that
respond thoughtfully often see
improved retention and morale.
There are challenges to this
transition. Not everyone has
the privilege to detach identity
from work, especially in
insecure or low-wage sectors.
Financial pressures still compel
many to prioritise survival
over self-actualisation. The
conversation, therefore, must
acknowledge inequality rather
than universalise experience.
Culturally, the shift reshapes
language. Phrases like “work-
life balance” are giving way to
“work-life integration” or simply
“life design.” Success stories
increasingly highlight fulfillment,
resilience, and adaptability
rather than linear advancement.
Education systems are also
responding by emphasising
transferable skills — critical
thinking, communication,
adaptability — over narrow
specialisation. The goal is
to prepare individuals for
evolving careers rather
than fixed professions. As
societies navigate economic
and technological change, the
relationship between work and
identity will continue to evolve.
Redefining that relationship does
not diminish the value of work;
it restores agency to individuals.
In doing so, it allows people to be
more than what they do— and to
do their work with greater clarity
and intention.

or much of modern history,
education followed a linear
path. People studied
when young, worked for
decades, and retired with
the skills they had acquired early in
life. That model is rapidly becoming
outdated. In today’s world, lifelong
learning is no longer a choice but a
necessity.
Technological change is one
of the biggest drivers of this
shift. Automation, artificial
intelligence, and digital platforms
are transforming industries at
unprecedented speed. Skills that
were valuable a decade ago can
become obsolete within years.
Lifelong learning allows individuals
to adapt rather than be displaced.
This does not mean constant formal
education. Learning now takes
many forms — online courses,
workplace training, peer learning,
and self-directed study. Short,
targeted learning modules often
prove more effective than long
academic programmes. Flexibility
is key, especially for working adults
balancing responsibilities.
The benefits extend beyond

emplovment Continuous learning
imy es cognitive health, problem-
solving ability, and confidence.
Studies show that people who
engage in learning throughout life
maintain sharper mental function
and greater emotional resilience.
Learning fosters curiosity, which
keeps individuals engaged with the
world around them. Employers are
increasingly recognising the value
of adaptable workers over narrowly
specialised ones. ills such as
communication, critical thinking,
and digital literacy remain relevant
across roles. Lifelong learners are
better positioned to shift careers
or take on evolving responsibilities.

Access, however, remains uneven.
Not everyone has the time, resources,
or support to pursue learning
opportunities. Digital divides, cost
barriers, and lack of guidance can
limit participation. Addressing these
gaps requires coordinated efforts
from governments, institutions,
and employers. Education systems
are slowly adapting. Universities
are offering micro-credentials,
certification courses, and flexible
schedules. Online platforms provide
affordable access to knowledge,
though quality and acereditation
vary. The challenge lies in ensuring
learning opportunities are credible
and inclusive.

Culturally, the perception of learning
is also changing. Returning to
education later in life is becoming
more accepted. Failure and
experi ation are increasingly
viewed as part of growth rather
than setbacks. This shift encourages
individuals to view learning as an
ongoing process. Lifelong learning
also supports social cohesion. As
societies age and work patterns
change, continuous education helps
bridge generational divides.

How small daily habits quietly shape long-term wellbeing

en people think
about health and
wellbeing, they
often imagine
dramatic changes
— strict diets, intense workouts,
or complete lifestyle overhauls. In
reality, long-term wellbeing is shaped
less by grand resolutions and more
by small, repeated habits that quietly
mﬂuence daily life.
These habits rarely attract attention
because they seem ordinary.
Drinking enough water, getting
sunlight in the morning, walking
short distances, or maintaining
regular sleep times may appear
insignificant. Yet, over months
and years, they accumulate into
powerful determinants of physical
and mental health. One of the
most overlooked habits is sleep
consistency. Many people focus
on the number of hours they sleep
while ignoring timing. Going to
bed and waking up at irregular

hours disrupts circadian rhythms,
affecting mood, concentration, and
immune function. Consistency, even
more than duration, plays a key role
in restoring balance. Movement is
another area where small choices
matter. Modern life encourages long
periods of sitting, whether at desks,
in ve , or in front of screens.
Short, frequent movement breaks
— standing, stretching, or walking —
help circulation and reduce fatigue.
These actions require no equipment
or gym membership, yet significantly
impact energy levels.

Mental wellbeing is similarly shaped
by daily practices. Regular exposure
to nature, even for a few minutes,
lowers stress and improves focus.

and conflicting advice. However,
simple habits such as eating meals
at regular times, including whole
foods, and paying attention while
eating can improve digestion and
satisfaction. These practices foster
a healthier relationship with food
rather than imposing restrictive
rules. Social habits also influence
wellbeing. Brief conversations,
expressions of gratitude, and
maintaining personal connections
support emotional health.
I i increasingly r ised
as a public health concern, is often
addressed not by grand social events
but by small, consistent interactions.
The strength of daily habits lies in
their sustainability. Unlike short-

Limiting constant news consumption
and social media scrolling helps
reduce anxiety and mental overload.
Quiet moments of reflection or
journaling provide mental clarity in
a fast-paced world. Nutrition often
becomes complicated by trends

term cl they do not rely on
motivation alone. Once integrated
into routine, they require less
effort and deliver steady benefits.
Behavioural research shows that
habits anchored to existing routines
are more likely to persist.

The psychology behind our obsession with productivity

roductivity has become a
defining value of modern life.
From time-tracking apps to
self-help books promising
peak performance, the
pursuit of doing more in less time
dominates personal and professional
spaces. But beneath this obsession
lies a complex psychological dynamic
worth examining,
At its core, productivity offers a sense
of control. In uncertain environments,
measurable outputs provide
reassurance. Completing tasks, ticking
checklists, and meeting deadlines
create tangible proof of progress, even
when broader outcomes feel unclear.
Technology amplifies this drive. Digital
tools enable constant optimisation
— tracking steps, monitoring sleep,
measuring focus. While these tools
can improve efficiency, they also blur
the line between healthy motivation

000

and relentless self-monitoring. The
pressure to perform extends beyond
work into personal life. Social
comparison plays a powerful role.

Online platforms showcase curated
success stories, making productivity
appear synonymous with worth.
People begin to equate busyness with

o O
epaper.thesaveratimes.in

importance, leading to guilt during
rest and downtime. Rest becomes
something to “earn” rather than a
basic need.

This mindset has consequences.
Chronic overwork increases stress,
reduces creativity, and impairs
decision-making. Ironically, the
obsession with productivity often
undermines the very outcomes it seeks
to improve. Mental fatigue lowers
quality, even as output increases.
Psychologists note that productivity
culture often masks deeper fears
— fear of falling behind, of being
replaceable, or of losing relevance.
In competitive environments, doing
more becomes a survival strategy
rather than a choice. There is growing
recognition of these costs. Concepts
such as “sustainable productivity”
and “deep work” emphasise focus over
volume. These approaches prioritise

meaningful tasks, rest, and recovery as
essential components of performance.
Organisations are beginning to
reassess expectations. Flexible
schedules, outcome-based evaluation,
and mental health initiatives reflect
a shift away from constant activity
toward intentional work.

However, cultural change remains
uneven. On an individual level,
redefining productivity requires
separating self-worth from output.
Valuing rest, relationships, and
creativity alongside achievement
fosters a healthier balance.
Productivity then becomes a tool
rather than an identity. As societies
continue to measure success
through efficiency, understanding
the psychology behind productivity
is essential. True progress lies not in
doing more, but in doing what matters
— with clarity, balance, and purpose.

+
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Manipur’s peace hinges
on political intent

twill soon be three years since Manipur plunged into a
Istate of conflictand turmoil, and thereisstillno credible
signofareturntonormalcy. More than 260 killingsand
large-scale displacement of people have been reported
during this period, marked by intense distrust between
the Meiteis and the Kukis, the state’s two dominant com-
munities. The killing of a Meitei man, Rishikant Singh,
who was visiting his wife, a Kuki, in the Kuki-dominated
Churach district, isa ¢ both on the past
and the present of Manipur. Their marriage is a reminder
of the state’s past, when the two communities could live to-
gether Buthiskilling, followed by the circulation of avideo
g theact, sendsoutachilling onthedeadly

turn the estrangement has taken.

Thevideo footage of thekilling was circulated along with
amessage: No peace, no popular government. The question
of whether peace or popular government should come
first has been debated for a long time in the state. It was a
popular government under Chief Minister N Biren Singh,
a Meitei who identified himself with the community, that
mishandled the situation, aggravated it, and made peace
more difficult to achleve Before
the crisis, relati
people from the two cnmmunmes
did not lead to violence. Now, it is
difficult to imagine such relation-
ships after an extended period of
strife and bloodshed. The first step
towards enduring peace will be to
eliminate the lack of trust among
the communities. Only a popular
government that can reach out to
both camps with a credible intent
for peace can make a difference.
The President’s Rule, which was
imposed in February last year, has
notprovided anadministration that
the people could trust. Over the 11
months, events in the state have
shown that the interim arrange-
ment has failed, while efforts to establish a representative,
popular government have not made headway either.

Legislators belonging to the two communities met in
Delhi last month, but there was no agreement. The meet-
ing, however, signals progress which should be built on.

Meitei man's
Killing calls
forurgent,
credible
processesto

establish
peace
througha
popular
government

MAPPING MOBILITY

Why gridlocked Bengaluru
must rethink its streets

Solutions should pivot
onintegrated planning,
prioritise right-of-way,
and treat streets as
shared public assets

boundary, accommodating vehicles,
pedestrians, cyclists, public transport,
utilities, vendors, trees, and drainage
infrastructure.

In Bengaluru today, RoW manage-

mentislargelyad-hoc. Encr

manceinreal time.

Citiesneed o: addressthis throughef-
ficientnetwork
defining street hierarchies, arterial and
sub-arterial roads, prioritising move-
menmfpeoplenvervehlcles coordinat-
ing orridors,and manag-

par il andinfor
i d emeant for

cycling. While traffic police manage ve-

ing demand through pricing, parking,
and access controls. There is a need to

MADHAV PAI AND hiclemovementon the carriageway,no ~ create an institution with responsibility
PAWAN MULUKUTLA ingll i il theRoW  for network design aligned with the ob-
d d inuityto  jectives of safety, reliability, and equity.
engaluru,a cityofabout14million lati itoring activities withi
people, is poised to grow into a the corridor. Roadsaslife—long publicassets
20-million- plusmen‘opohswﬂhm This gap has real
thenextdecade. A Footpaths slgnals pnonuse assets that are not only p[anned fund-
rural-urban boundaries blur, the need veh:clesovermdp tri ed, and ds
forsmart, r and ander poorlyi d.The ly intained over thelr

transportsystemsthatenable peopleto
move safely, efficiently, and equitably
has never been more urgent.

Bengaluru today has an estimat-
ed 12,800-km road network, including
about 1,345 km of arterial and sub-ar-
terial roads that form the backbone of
its economy and daily life - connecting
peopletolivelihoods, education, health-
care, and opportunity. A majority of
Bengalureans walk at some point in
their journeys, whether for the entire
trip, thelast mile to public transport, ex-
ercise, oreverydayerrands. Onaverage,
about 2,000 vehicles are registered in
Bengalurueveryday, withmanyofthem
occupying valuable street space as on-
street parking.

Streetscontinue tohouse shops, ven-
dors,andanactive publiclife. However,

for designing, operating, and maintain-
ingthisvastroad network have not kept
pace, struggling to manage escalating
vehicle ownership, growing parking
pressures, and increasingly complex
patternsof street use.

The result is visible every day: fre-
quent gridlock, unsafe conditions for
pedestrians and cyclists, fragmented
footpaths, and streets that fail to per-
form their most basic function-moving
people reliably and creating acommon
space for belonging. These pressures
will only intensify unless Bengaluru
shifts from reacuve fixes to institution-

ratherth performance.
Recognising this, Bengaluru has
begun to articulate better standards.
The Namma Raste Kaipidi, adopted
as a guiding manual by city agencies,
provndes practical guidance on street
4

entire life cycle ARoad Asset Manage-
ment System (RAMS) can help enable
this shift. Such a system maintains a
comprehensive inventoryof every road
corridor and its elements, including
carriageways, footpaths, drainage, junc-
tions, signage, and lighting - assigning
each a condition rating, performance
standard, and maintenance timeline
over 10-20 years. Instead of quick fixes,
the city must invest in preventive main-
tenance, drainage upkeep, pavement
strength, and utility coordination so
failures occur less frequently and cost
lessto fix.

Globally, cities that have adopted
asset management approaches have
demonstrated lower life-cycle costs,
betterservice quality, and greater trans-
parency. For Bengaluru, this approach
alsosupports public transport, walking,
and cycling, because the carriageway,
footpath, drainage, and safety features
are managed together rather than as
disconnected works,

"Tools exist to support this shift. With

design, fi hs, junctions I mapping, satellite imagery,
Weneed RoW tobeinsti-  Op p data, and field surveys,
tutionalised - with clear r ibility acitywide! i yean becreated
for protecting pedestrianspace,coordi-  relatively qmckly Whatis mlssmg isnot

ing utiliti ingencroack owmrshlp

norms, and maintaining service levels
across the corridor.

Network design
and management

ahsed, sy ofits

treetnetwor hould bedesigned

The President’s Rule will certainly have to be
but its continuance should not hinder efforts to arrive at
apolitical consensus that will, eventually, shape a popular
government, The knllmg of Singh calls for greater cauuon
mtk ini auuu itshouldnotbeallowedtoj

fresh phase ofunresti Vigilmust beis ifiedto
preventretaliatoryaction thatrisksextending the crisisand
derailing efforts towards a political resolution.

k.
facesisnot merely one ofroad capaciry.
Itis a challenge of governance; of how
public road space is treated, managed,
and held accountable as a public asset.

esstr
three interlinked pillars: right-of-way
(RoW), network design and manage-
ment,and road asset management.

Bike taxis and the
road toregulation

The Karnataka High Court’s order lifting the ban on

vestobewelcomedbecauseitrestores

avitalmobility optionin Bengaluru-acitychokingon
trafficgridlockand publictransportgaps—-while safeguard-
ing the livelihoods of drivers. The division bench held that
motorcycles fall within the definition of transport vehicles
under the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 and ruled thata blanker
banamountedtoadefactop on ional
righttopractisea profession. The ban, earlierupheld by the
single bench, threw lakhs of riders, mostly gig workers, into
uncertainty. At the same time, commuters lost an afforda-
ble option for quick connectivity. With auto-rickshaws no-
toriously unreliable, bike taxis have emerged as a practical
necessity, filling a glaring structural gap.

The background to the ban reveals a deeper governance
failure. Although the state notified an Electric Bike Taxi
Scheme in 2021 and the Centre later issued guidelines
encouraging states to permit such services, Karnataka
chose not to translate them into a regulatory framework.
The government also failed to take a clear stand before the
court, arguing that it had no policy on bike taxis and did
not intend to frame one either. Now, with bike taxis back
ontheroad, the policy paralysis has
left a vacuum, forcmg ¢
toavail these services with no satety
protocolsin place.

The court order does not grant
bike taxis or aggregators immunity
from the law, and the government
must now frame a comprehensive
regulatory framework without de-
lay. This should include mandatory
commercial registration, clear per-
mit conditions, and insurance that
explicitly covers pillion riders. Veri-
fied rideridentification, police back-
ground checks, real-time digital
tracking, and visible permit display
must be non-negotiable. Equally
important is institutionalised rider
training. Structured programmes
coveringroad safety, defensiveriding, passenger etiquette,
gender sensitisation, and basic first aid should be manda-
torybefore permitsareissued. Aggregatorsshould be held
accountable for compliance and grievance redressal, while
the government must ensure a level-playing field through
uniformrules thatapply equally to bike taxis, autos,and cab
operators. The High Courthas cleared the legal roadblock.
Itis now for the state to prove thatit can regulate amodern
mobility solution that its overstretched cities urgently
need. What the state needs now is not obstructionist policy
or bureaucratic red tape, but a vision that recognises bike
taxisasavital componentofanintegrated urban transport
ecosystemrather than a threat to outdated monopolies.

bike

Lifting of the
banrestores
acrucial
mobility
option,

but this
isalsothe
time to frame
astrong
policy

Str theright of way

Often overlooked, but a critical com-
ponent of mobility infrastructure is the
right-of-way management. Streels are

d tomove people, vehicles and
goods efficiently. Today, what we have
is a set of isolated projects spanning
roads, tunnels, and underpasses. Net-
workdesign currentlyoccursonlyatthe
master planning stage when RoWsare
earmarked on city peripheries.

What we need instead is a scientific,
data-driven network analysis conduct-
edatregularintervals-every five years,
annually, or whenever major dlsrup-
tionsoccur (suck f ure

entlyin budgeu'ng and deasmn-mahng,
‘There are positive signs which indi-
cate a turn in policy and practice. The
newly established Greater Bengalu-
ru Authority (GBA), with its citywide
mandate, is well-positioned to anchor
a more integrated approach. Recent
efforts to build in-house urban design
and planning capacity signal the ac-
knowledgement of issues and a willing-
ness to address root causes and not just
the symptoms. What remains is to tie
these elements tuge!her (hraugh fnr-
mal
performance metrics, and of course,
collaboration.

(Madhavis CEO and Pawanis

works nrslgmﬁcantrond c[osurcs) Thl:
approach would a]]uw thecityto proac-

[Executive Director—Integrated

notjustst
public spaces extending boundary to

ensure
resilience, and optimise street perfor-

Transport, Clean Air and Hydrogen,
Cities F at WRI
India)

RIGHTIN THEMIDDLE

Where the Common Manstill stands

Agoatinspecs and anangry
neighbour marked the birth
of RK Laxman’s genius
MAYURNATH GANTI

ith one stroke of his pencil, R
K Laxman (RKL, for short)
couldachieve whata hundred

words could seldom accomplish. His
caricatures of the world and its affairs,
seen through the observant eyes of
the ‘Common Man’ made him the past
master of socio-political satire.

Itis common to erect statuesto per-
petuate the memory of someone who
lived in flesh and blood. But not so for
animaginary character. Pune has one
for the Common Man—anuncommon
tribute to RKL's fecundity.

Any avid follower of RKL's carica-
tures has many to remember. If [ were
torecollectoneatrandom, llwould be

dangling from hisneck. The caricature
was so sharp that the curiosity in the
bird’s eyes seemed to ask, “Whois this
man taking such an interest in me?"
It outdid Dr Salim Ali’s own scientific
inquisitiveness - this time, in the bird.

RKL was a good writer too. I dis-
tinctly remember reading an article
he wrote in The lllustrated Weekly of
India in the early 1980s, recounting
how hebecamea caricaturist-almost
unintentionally. What follows is a par-
aphrase.

During his childhood in Mysuru, his
parents subscribed to several news-
papers and magazines, which lay on
atablein the veranda. A neighbour - a

volcano, shouting and drawing the el-
dersinto theveranda. He berated them
for not bringing up their children with
propriety, hurled the magazine to the
floor, and stormed off, swearing never
ever again.
Everyonewasaghast. An uneasy air
filled the veranda. Why was heangry?

SPEAKOUT

Indiahasbecome suchapowerful country
thatother countries are
astonished... Thisisan
Indiathat provides free
rations to 80 crore people.

Dinesh Sharma, BJP MP

Welfare’s purpose should be to eliminate, as
far as possible, the need for its own existence.

Ronald Reagan

TOBE PRECISE

The Republic Day tableau that wasn't

IN PERSPECTIVE

State of budgets:
Repairtoredesign

Fiscal strategies
cannot stay uniform;
they need tobe
customised to address
the states’ changing
demographicrealities
RAJESHWARIUR

lhe fiscal position of In-
dian states in 2025-26
reflects relative stabil-
ity rather than comfort. The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s
State Finances: A Study of
Budgets of 2025-26 indicates

that while states have recov-
eredfrom demic-era fiscal

silience, driven mainlyby state
GST, excise duties, and stamp
duties, these sources remain
highly concentrated, with
four taxes accounting for
nearly90% of collections, mak-
ing state revenues vulnerable
to sector-specific shocks and
cyelical downturns.

Tailoring the approach
The most compelling argu-
mentintheRBIreport, howev-
er, comes fromits focus on de-
mographic transition. States
are moving along sharply di-
vergent demographic trajec-
tories. Youthful states such as
Biharand Uttar Pradeshenjoy
ding working-age pop-

stress, the nature of pressures

has shifted from short-term

deficitcontrol to deeper struc-
1ok d

ulations, while ageing states
suchas Keralaand Tamil Nadu
tacensmgold -agedependency

now face the task of redesign-
ing state finances to manage
demographic transition, ris-
ing social expenditure, and
limits to conventional revenue
mublh;anon At (I|e aggregdte

d inking tax bases.
The reportshows that the old-
age dependency ratio ranges
from around 14 in youthful
states to over 30 in ageing
states, withdirectimplications
for pension liabilities, health-

level,

car ding, and long-term
fiscal inability. Auniform

ly been with lhe
consolidated grossfiscal deficit
rising from below 3% of GDP
in the previous three vears to
3.3%in2024-25and !

fiscal strategy s, therefore, in-
creasingly untenable.
This demographic diver-

at the same level for 2025-26.
This deviation reflects higher
capital liture and the

gence lly alters
the priorities for theupcoming
budgets, bothatthe Unionand

accounting treatment of the
Centre’s 50-year interest-free
loans for capital investment,
ratherthan fiscal laxity.

The quality of state spend-

For
thefiscalwindow of opportuni-
ty is narrow and time-bound.
The RBI's analysis indicates
thatunless higherspendingon
a‘du(‘atmn skll]mg. and health

ing has shown signifi im-
provement. Revenue expend-
iture, which peaked at 14.9%
0of GDPin 2020-21,declined to
13.3%in 2024-25 before being

oductiveem
ployment, the demographic
dividend could easily turninto
a demographic liability. For
intermediate states, the chal-

Nobody knew. Little RK1

some pluck, plcked up the magazine.
To everyone’s astonishment, the goat
with spectacles bore a smkmg resem-
blance to the old man. ~if

14.6%in 2025-26, withoutany
significant compression of so-
cial sector spendmg suggest-

ing ion of non-es-

thisis not it, whatelse could it be?
He ended the amz.le with these

sential outlays rather than
welfare retrenchmenL Simul-

words: " ThusI sthekey
tocaricature, umn[enlmnally "ltwasa

retired gOVEI'Ill’llt‘ll[ p
visit every morning at a fixed hour to
read and quietly leave after reading.
One day, little RKL came across a
picture of a goat in a magazine that
fired hisimagination. Inafitof childish
pranks, hedrewapalrofspecmcleson

the one that appeared i

thegoat’sf: dleftthe

after the death of Dr Salim Ali, our re-
vered ornithologist. RKL drew a bird
perched on a treetop, Iookmg down
at Dr Ali standing below, b

the table before going to school.
At the appointed hour, the old man
din.E Vu | | ‘mal,
—until| loded likea

1 d

defining eRKLwas
in the making.

Inthe English common law tradition
weshare, thereisanattractive person-
ality called the “Ordinary Reasonable
Man". Where do we find him? Not es-
sentially on the streets of London, but
very much so in our home-spun Com-
mon Man,

Itisfitting toremember R K Laxman
today, 11 years after he passed away on
January 26, 2015.

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR
Karnataka should work for inclusive prosperity

Apropos ‘Karnataka’s road to a trillion’ (Jan 26), the
vision of a trillion dollar economy sounds powerful on
paper, but its real success will be seen in everyday lives.
Growth should not only be reflected in GSDP numbers
gs, butin whether ordinary citizens feel
adifference. While Bengaluru continues to drive servic-

or global ranki

with uneven infrastructure, job access, and agricultural
uncertainty. For a young workforce, growth must mean
stable employment, affordable living, and opportunities
beyond the capital. A trillion-dollar economy should
translate into better roads, reliable public services, and
dignity of work for all Kannadigas.

esand investment, many parts of Karnataka still struggle ~ Kavita Tewari, Bengaluru

Guidingthe future

The recent CBSE circular dated
19th January 2026, mandaung the
of career

acquire the f career

counselling. There is therefore an
urgent need for capacity building. If
career guidance is to be effectively
delivered, the schools must make pro-

inits schools, addresses a pressing
need. However, are there enough
trained career counsellors in the
country? There are about 30,000
CBSE schools in the country. Where
acareer counsellor is not available,
the notification provides for the
appointment of teachers who must

visions in the timetable for at least 20
to 25 periods over the year dedicated

’ (Jan 26), the US President
Donald Trump’s Board of Peace,
envisaged to be a new international
entity of nations, does not augur well
for the working of the UN. India will
do well to take a cue from the UK and
France and stay away from this.

M D

exclusively to career
Gideon Arulmani, Bengaluru

Peaceorpolitics?

Apropos ‘Board of Peace lacking in

Our readers are welcome to email letters to:
Id.co.in (only letters

dsharply from2.3% of

while
preparing fiscally for ageing
through pension reforms and
health system strengthening.
For ageing states, the empha-
sismustshift towardsrevenue
augmentation, healthcare ef-
ficiency, and workforce par-
icipation reforms, i i

GDP in 2020-21toa budgcl-
ed 3.2% in 2025-26, rmsmg

greater female and elderly
labour force participation.
Theimplicati

its share in total
from 13.4% to 18%. Most nota-
bly, the share of revenue defi-
citinthe gross fiscal deficit fell
from over 46% to below 7%,
signalling a structural shift

thenext
budgetareclear: the focusmust
shift beyond aggregate deficit
targets towards differentiated
fiscal strategiesalignedwithde-
mogl'aphm realities. Whilecon-

from iented
borrowing towards an invest-
ment-led fiscal strategy.

tforstatecapital
expenditureremainsessential,
it must be complememed by

Yet, this impr
masks vulnerabilities. Out-
standing liabilities of states
stood at 28.1% at the end of
March 2024 and are budg-
eted to rise again to 29.2% by
March 2026. While debt sus-
tainability mdlcators remain

stronger human
capital investment, institu-
tional reforms, and efforts to
broaden states’ revenue bases
through improved tax admin-
istration, digital enforcement,
and rationalisation of user
charges' rather than reliance

due tosofter inter-

est burdens and longer matu-
rity profiles, the absolute level
of debt constrains future fiscal
flexibility, especially as inter-
est-free central loans taper
off. The RBIreportrepeatedly
flags contingent liabilitiesand
guarantees as latent risks that
could crystallise in an adverse
macroeconomicenvironment.
On the revenue side, states
face a more structural chal-
lenge. Revenue receipts de-
clined as a share of GDP in
2024-25, largely due to the

onvolatil

TheRBI's srudyma.kesnevr
dentthatIndia’sstatefinances
are no longer in crisis but are
entering a phase of structur-
al stress driven by long-term
forces. Fiscal repair haslargely
been achieved; fiscal re-engi-
neering is now unavoidable,
and thesuccessofthe 2025-26
budget will hinge on whether
policymakers respond with
forward-looking, demographi-
callyinformed,andinstitution-
allygroundedstrategiesrather
thanincremental adJusTmems

d fis-

sharp fall in grants-in-aid fol-
lowing the end of GST com-
- 1 tevoluti

emailed - not itten — will be
Allletters must carry the sender’s postal
address and phone number,

pOSt:
revenue deficit grants. While
tax revenues have shown re-

toanincr 2]
calarchitecture.

(The writer is an associate
professorat the Departmentof
Economics, Christ University)
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PANORAMA

As nelghbours moveon, Indla mustrecalibrateits forelgn pohcy

K S TOMAR dfar beyond the regi er than dominance. Jmmextrclses,ofﬁcer ofdrift.In India’ stan, India’s | after the
icand political d d These external pressures make an in- ing, the2021 di it § erased.
ndia’s increasing isolation in its imme- ScuthAsia.lndi&by ha: ml'Pd ternal correction The and thy ly of dable defence hard-  leverage even as China and Russia moved investment, unlike China, Iran, andRussn.
dlate neighbourhood is not a sudden isodi jectimple-  firstrequi igh-levelpo-  warecanhel, tindia’scr ial swiftly. InSriLanka, early ing wluul han
but the ive out- litical Visits by the Prime  adependablesecurity partner, particularly  the 2022 ic crisis d good- 'sencircl d
strategic  primacy rooted in geography and hlstcry Minister and External Affairs Minister to  for Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and the Mal-  will, but delayed infrastructure execution amid this inertia. Through BRI projects,
under real:tlon and a failure to no longer holds. Smaller  Dhaka, Colombo, Kathmandu, Naypyidaw, ~ dives. Fourth, the SAGAR initiative must  allowed Chinatoreassertcontroloverstra- ~ arms supplies, and dual-use maritime fa-
i dibledeli hb today act with sharper strate-  and Malé must resume with intent rather acquire operational depth. By aligning tegic assets such as Hambantota Portand  cilities, Beijing has expanded its footprint
ery. While New Delhi ject India-Chinarivalryto  th bolism. Indi I iously  with Quad partners, India can co-develop ~ Colombo Port City. across South Asia and the Indian Ocean.

itself as South Asia’s natural leader it has
struggled to convert goodwill into lasting
mﬂuence allowmg Chma to occupy the

and

b and New Delhihashb

band, : fearahio i 4

slow toadapt to thisnew realism.
Donald Trump’s return to the White

P par
mestic political contests across the region
pr }

tr ); ther ity, ially during elections and political
purpose. hourk Hi » ier

The erosion oflndnasregmnalstzndmg polwy,maﬂ(edbyabnmr hifts, sel Second, ding deliverabl
is therefore less about hostile nej for short-term leveldipl

and more about self-inflicted gaps in poli-
cy execution, follow-through, and political
sensitivity. Thelimitationsof India’s Neigh-

leverage, has unsen]ed regional equations.
Renewed tactical engagement with Paki-
stan—driven by counterterrorismoptics, Af-

cy. The Teesta water—shzu‘ing agreement,
cross-border connectivity projects with
Nepal and Bhutan, and infrastructure

infrastructure in ports, logis-
tics, maritime surveillance, and undersea
cables, offering credible alternatives to
opague Chinese projects.

Soft power remains India’s most un-
derutilised asset. Scholarships, youth ex-
changes, cultural diplomacy, Bollywood,
yoga, and cricket can reconnect India
with civil societies and emerging political
classes across South Asia. Equally critical

exposing Pa-

hood First Policy’, in 2008 P "gaining: in requlre nme is reclaiming narrative space. From FATF
andnmensnﬁed post-2014, however, arenot fforttodipl icallyisol bound ion. Ind mBlMSTEC and BRICS+ Indiamust lead
naldisr on terrorism. At the same time, - aSouth Asian Corpus while
d llyi dpolitical hi- dii I learly kistan's terror infrastructure. A modern
shortcomings. il diffe Iffrom China'sdebt-driven

The contrast with China is stark and
instructive. Through the ‘Belt and Road
Initiative’, defence diplomacy, sustained
political engagement, and aggressive nar-

frameworks have encouraged South Asian
states to hedge more AsUS.

model and to restore confidence in Indian

posture oscillates, lndJaT:leadershxp space
narrows, forcing it to manage uncertainty

media strategy using local languages, re-
gional digital platforms, and independent

Bangladesh, once a close partner, is qui-
etly recalibrating. The unresolved Teesta
issue, perceived political alignment with the
AwamiLeague,and the fallout of CAA-NRC

Its sharp power—media penetration, elite
capture, and digital infrastructure—has
steadily eroded India’s informational and
cultural influence. In mulnla!eral forums,

(‘hmn

whileChi

Pakismn

sion. The Maldives refl avoid-

Tnckise saths

ks are notir ible, but

able setback, where delayed engagement
enahled the “[ndia Out” nanative and the

they are. |nsrrumve The assumpuon of
h been cf

by China’s I strategy and India’s

Chmese ambitionsi in  the Indian Ocean.

uneven performance. Military deterrence

| remains a di sore point.

lim-
its. India must shed theillusion of primacy

’I'he leg,acyol the 2015 blockade, unresolved
wdardis At

boundary
to internal political churn alienated public
opinion, pa.mcularly among youth Even

tner
thatli: delivers, 1)

Only then wdl its nelghbou.rs smp hedgmg

Jjournalism support is essennal to counter Bhutan is ifying its dlpln—
Third, militarydi berevital- Chmn P kistan prof matic options, signall with  (Thewriteri:
ised as an instrument of rath- derlinett India’s p d nalism. In Afg}\anr i lysth

Across global scenes of violence, masked power and “fire, ready, aim”

THOMAS L FRIEDMAN

very day now, I sitatmy com-

puter and ask myself: What

is there left to say about the

two news stories I care about

most? Oneisunfolding inmy

hometown, on the banks of
the Mississippi River; the other is unfold-
ingon the West Bank of the Jordanand on
both banks of the Wadi Gaza.

Which video should I linger on long-
est? The footage of Renee Good, shot in
the face by an Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officer in Minneapolis
while she was clearly trying to evacuate
the scene? Or the video from Saturday
of federal agents shooting Alex Jeffrey
Pretti, an intensive care nurse, after he
tried to help awoman who was being pep-
per-sprayed? Or perhaps the video from
Wednesday showing the aftermath of Is-
raeli strikes that killed three Palestinian
journalists, among others, in the Gaza
Strip? The journalists had been working
for a committee providing Egyptian aid
and were documenting its distribution
ata displacement camp. Or perhaps the
videos of Hamas executing rivals and re-
fusing to yield, despite the fact that the
war the group ignited October 7, 2023,
has resulted in nothing but catastrophe
for Palestinians?

These stories have much more in com-
mon thanyoumight think. Allare driven,
inmyview, by terrible leaders who prefer
easy, violent solutions to the hard work of
negotiated problem-solving. These lead-
ersseeaniron-fisted approachasthe best
way towin theirnextelections: President
Donald Trump in the 2026 midterms;
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of
Israel, who is expected to call elections
around the same time; and Hamas, in its

politics are corroding democratic legitimacy

Federal

lacking permanent legal status.
That samemsnncl for“fi ire, ready zum

desperate effort to lead the Pal
movement in the postwar era, despite
having lost the war.

Hamas and ICE also share one very
visible trait that I never thought I'd see
in the United States: Almost all of their
foot soldiers wear masks. My experience
as a reporter in the Middle East taught
me that people wear masks because they
are up to something bad and don’t want
their faces captured on camera. [ saw it
oftenin Beirutand in Gaza; I never expect-
ed to see it in Minneapolis. Since when
have Amencas domesnc pollclng I'orces

laulltul hi OrTupting
Israel'swarin Gaza. Oneof the Palesnman
journalists killed by the Israeli airstrike
Wednesday, Abdel Raouf Shaath, had
worked foryearsasacameraman for CBS
News and other outlets; the others were
local journalists Mohammad Salah Qishta
and Anas Ghneim. They were reported-
ly on assignment to film aid distribution
by the Egyptian Relief Committee when
theirvehicle was targeted.

Really? Wasthatthe only way to handle
thesituation during a ceasefire? Immedi-
atelylaunch anaustnkeand askquemons

r the site where

and kllled Alex Pretti,a 37-year-old ICU nurse,on January 24, arp

Minneapolis and Gazanow
share the sameviolent language

rently 53%ofthe
Gaza. Smp. with Hamas holding the other
47%. Trump—with help from Egypt, Qa-
tarand Turkey—is pushing for Hamas to
disarm, foritsmilitaryleaderstoleaveand
for the organisation to become a purely
political entity. In return, Trump expects
Israel to begin a withdrawal toward its
own border,

Netanyahu knows that if he runs for
election with Hamas still holding political
influence in Gaza and the Israeli military
pulling back, he will be savaged by the far-
right extremists in his coalition. Those
allies don't just want to stay in Gaza; they
wanttoannex the West Bank. SoNetanya-

charge

and t.he rule of law, felt (he need to hide

their identities?
1

later?1. scien-
tistsin Iranin thedead of night from 1,200
miles away, yetit can’ 't dlSDnnglSh a jour—

hu hewantsto
provoke Hamas into fighting so he never
has o withdraw.

why swear

nalistfroma b
+ ful Thi I

hill Hamas is clinging to its

masks—they have ho(h Israeliand Pales-
tinian blood on their hands and fear ret-
ribution. But if you placed a photo of an
ICE officernexttoa Hamas militiamanin
anews quiz, [ would defy you to tell them
apart. Memo to the homeland security
secretary, KristiNoem: Thatisnota good
look. Whatare you hiding?

Good and Pretti were both clearly
present as observers —and trying to de-
fend others — yet both were drawn into
the chaos and shot at close range by
agents who should never have pulled a
trigger. Yet the Trump team insists that
ICE is blameless. That is not how you
build legitimacy for a government effort
to track down and deport immigrants

nextdoor? It Thisc
monthsafter Israeli forces killed Reuters

control on the
ground Even if forced to become a polit-

Jjournalist Hussamal-Masrion th
Gaza’s Nasser Hospital in August.
Netanyahu apologised for that earlier
killing. But regarding the three journal-
ists killed last week, the Israeli military

f  ical entity, it

ill d ything in its pow-
er to hijack the technocratic Palestinian

0"l l\)w:l b l.d.llu
Iuwer the chaos.” Suddenly, the cymcal
Vance — of all people — was the voice of
calm and reason. I suspect he was chan-
nelling the fears of Republican lawmakers
whoworry that ICE'sactivities could lead
toan electoral disaster in the midterms.

To my friends and family in Minneso-
ta: Stay proud of the way you are docu-
menting abuses and standing up for your
neighbours—those with legal papersand
those without them — who abide by the
law, work hard and enrich our city.

But it is vxml that this campaign be

d by a loud i
immigration reform that both comrols
the border and creates a legal pathway
tocitizenship.

The winning message remains: high
wall, big gate. Control the border, but
increase legal immigration. Democrats
mustnever forget thatone reason Trump
returned to power was the previous ad-
ministration’s failure to controlillegal im-

government the Trump tion
istrying toinstall.
Backathome, Trump seems to believe

released a boilerplate saying
troops identified “several suspects who
operated a drone affiliated with Hamas”
and “struck the suspects who activated
thedrone.” The militaryadded thatdetails
arebeing reviewed. Thatis whatitalways
says. That is how a nation and an army
losesits soul.

Hereiswhatisreally happening: Netan-
yahuisrunning for reelection. Israel cur-

ork for him
in November—even though polls show a
majority of Americansdisapprove of ICE’s
tactics. Heis betting he can run ona “law
and order” platform fuelled by anti-immi-
gration sentiment.

There is, however, another view in-
side the White House. Vice President J
D Vance visited Mi lis last week to

migration. Ind voters still care
deeplyabout that.

Trump, Netanyahu and Hamas each
have their eyes on the prize: the 2026 elec-
tions. The people of Minnesota, Israeland
Gaza must keep that in mind. Because if
‘Trump maintains control of Congress, if
Netanyahu wins reelection and if Hamas
seizes control of the Palestinian move-
ment, all three societies will head into
a darkness from which recovery will be
difficult.

urge local officials to cooperate with fed-

The New York Times

PRANATIAS

cinematic quality, with

en the International

Film Festival
dia (IFFI) in recent
years—particularly after 2014—
screened films like The Kashmir
Files, The Kerala Story,and The
Bengal Files, and even placed
them in competition alongside
some of the best films from
across the world, it raised ques-
tions about the festival's curato-
rial direction. These films have
been widely called out by critics
and cinephiles not only for their
ideological leaningsaligned with
that of the ruling dispensation
at the Centre but also for their

State as censor: Where
does Karnataka stand?

part of the IFFK’s curation. 7he
Voice of Hind Rajab has also
received an Oscar nomination.
The organisers at BIFFes say
the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting and the Ministry
of External Affairs have sought
more details about the films.
Given that these films have al-
ready been widely screened and
discussed, the request essential-
ly meant running out the clock,
withnoclarity on clearance.
Film festivals are not merely
platforms to screen hundreds of
films or host workshops. They
are political spaces that reflect
theideology of the State, and for
most government-run festivals,
the State’s support is vital, They

of In-

seveml

describing them as p
and poorly made.

of exemptions.

clearedso far.

‘When the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs denied permission
to screen about 14 films from
various countries, including
Palestine, at the International
Film Festival of Kerala (IFFK),
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
took a strong stand supporting
the festival’s stated ideological
and political position—solidar-
ity with Palestine. He asserted
that the festival could continue
screening the films irrespective

Now, as the Bengaluru Inter-
national Film Festival (BIFFes)
beginson Thursday, thereisonce
againnoclarityabout thescreen-
ing of Palestinian films. Will CM
Siddaramaiah takeastand?

AsofMonday,accordingtothe
festival organisers, five films—A#/
That’s Left of You, Palestine 36,
The Voice of Hind Rajab, Put
Your Soul on Your Hand and
Walk, and Yes—areyettoreceive
clearance. Apart from these, no
other Palestinian film has been

All That’s Left of You, which
premiéredatthe Sundance Film
Festival, follows a Palestinian
family across three generations
amid the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. The Voiceof Hind Rajab,
which premiéredin Venice, doc-

RedCi ¢

arespac
gether for larger causes. At the
82nd Venice International Film
Festival, for example, pro-Pales-
tine demonstrations took place
with the participation of organ-
isers, filmmakers and artists.
At the BAFTA awards in 2024,
filmmaker Ken Loach called fora
ceasefirein Gaza. Inrecentyears,
film festivals have witnessed peo-
pleand celebritiescometogether
in support of Palestine. And like
all forms of art, cinema is politi-
cal;screening Palestinian filmsin
today’s political situation is very
important.

In Karnataka, despite a Con-
gress-led government, there
has been little visible assertion
on such matters by the govern-
ment.In 2024, Kesari Haravoo's
Kisan Satyagraha, a documen-
tary on farmers’ protest against
thefarmlaws,and the Ukrainian
film 20 Days in Mariupol,which
followed Ukrainian journalists
trapped in Mariupol and docu-
mented the images of war, did
not receive clearance from the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. BIFFes proceed-
edwithoutscreening thesefilms.
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
in recent years, has spoken out
onissues ranging from farmers’
rights to Palestine and the hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza; ques-

with a ph

attempts to rescue six-year-old
Hind Rajab, trapped ina car un-
derfirein Gaza. Put Your Soulon
Your Hand and Walk follows an
Iranian filmmaker in exile who
travels to Cairo in an attempt
to cross into Gaza; stopped at
Rafah, she documents the war
through video-call interviews
nalist and her

tionsr how far these
positions translate intoaction.
Will CM Siddaramaiah take
a stand this time? If the state
government chooses to take a
stand, avenues to screen these
films may yet be found. Every
year, BIFFes screensits opening
filmatthe Vidhana Soudhaafter
theinaugural function. Thisyear,
aP inian film could serve as

Gaza. In Yes, Israeli

family in devastated northern

that opening film. Even making
b Balond i

Nadav Lapid makes a

tober7,2023 attacks.

commentary about his home-
land in the aftermath of the Oc-

These filmsare well-discussed
internationally and were also

critical  If Pinarayi Vijayan could doit, so
could Siddaramaiah —provided
the Congress-led government is
in solidarity with Palestine and
is against the divisive politics of
the BJP-led central government.
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50 YEARS AGO: JANUARY 1976

South India’s first
rural bank opened

Bellary. Jan. 26

Finance Minister M. Y. Ghorpade on
Sunday opened the first rural bank

in South India, the Tungabhadra
Grameena Bank, Banapur branch, and
its head office here, He said the day was
historic in the rural economy of Bellary
and Raichur Districts. Though the two
districtsare rich in natural resources,
they have remained poorand hence
the resources should be exploited, he
said. He said the bank would benefit
economically weaker and backward
sectionsin rural areas,

25 YEARS AGO: JANUARY 2001

Over1,500killed as quake
rocks Gujarat

Ahmedabad, Jan 26

Over 1,500 people werekilled in Gujarat
in the worst-ever earthquake thatdev-
astated the state on Thursday morning.
‘The quake, which measured 6.9 on the
Richter scale with its epicentre 20 kms

aconsensus amongst our team

OASIS | CHANDER GUPTA

flavour of the meaning.

matically assumes positive tone.
Irecall another instance of
positive speaking, A friend
seemed annoyed over a
remark 1 casually made.

north-east of Bhuj,
ofthe state demolishing buildings, injur-
ing hundreds, and snapping telecom-
munication links. A UNI report has put
thetollat 2,000 and is likely to increase.
The quake, India’s worst in its intensity
inthe last 50 years, triggered tremors
thatwere feltacross the country.

nan issue;

there could be divergence of views.
He completely disarmed me witha
flattering fiat, ‘Will let you take that
lead.”Had the phrasing been ‘Will you
take thatlead?' the listening impact
would have been rather negative.
theinsertion of a small word, ‘let’,
the sentence changed the colour and

thatitdid notgo
down well, Tasked, “Are
you offended?” To the credit
of my friend, he simply said
‘sortof, instead of flatly saying

How
in

that a ‘yes'would have inflicted.

influences speaking. However, the

The tone also varies with the text.
The utterance of positive words auto-

‘yes”. ‘Sort of took away the bluntness

‘We commonly believe that thinking

hypothesis can be true vice versa
also. Positive speaking is also likely
toinduce positive thinking. Ifwe
consciously cultivate positive
speaking and weigh ourwords
before uttering them, it would
gradually germma(e posluve

Howpositive words transformrelationships

hoice of words helps us avoid
hurting people while atthe same
time conveying what we havein
mind. ‘Itis about taking control of your
words,"a friend recently remarked.
Once I was having a discussion
with a colleague over how to build

internecine warfare. Nobody likes to
hear accusing words. Instead of saying
‘you haven't done this’ or ‘you haven’t
done that', try to say, ‘Please do this."
‘Words can either be like flowers you
are offering to or like stones you are
throwing at your listeners. Whatever

thinking also. P
ing will yield positive results
asitstrikes the right chords
with the target audience.
The purpose of communi-
cation is to convey what you have
in mind. Itis not to hurt or offend
others, Words should not be used as

in

barbs. Words become

you offer, th bounces on
youeventually.

Theartof communication lies in
speaking what you have in mind
without sounding like you are
accusing or being sarcastic. Positive
Speaking is bound to yield positive
outcome. Words are a potent tool. Itis
I rather than

the mouths of couples indulging in

likea fool.
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In a time of universal deceit, telling the
truthis a revolutionary act.

— George Orwell
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Dial down, Bangladesh
should play in India

N UNSPORT[NG spectacle i is playing in the cricket
arena, i srinkman-
stup Thax thisis \.mfoldme berween two nauons and

mumacxes that have contnbuted to regional stability makes it
even more of a self-goal for India and Bangladesh Sports is not

Asrules-based order crumbles, only
reforms can shield the economy

026 HAS BEGUN with a sense of
cautious optimism that the econ-
omy is experiencing a cyclical up-
swing. Recent GDP prints havesur-
prised tothe upside, credit growth

y
ness sentiment may be firming. Near-term
buoyancy should not be surprising. The
economy has benefitted from a raft of sup-
portsin2025: GSTand income taxcuts, mon-
etary and regulatory easing, positive terms-
of-trade impulses from lower crude prices,
and a second successive strong monsoon.
Together, these tailwindsaredrivingacycli-
callift. The real question is: What will it take

centquarters. Canurban consumptioncom-
plementit? Autos have picked up nicely post
the GST cuts, but the rest of urban consump-
tion looks more tentative. Consumer dur-
ables production haslifted only modestly in
recent months and much of the pick-up in
personal credit growth is gold loans —

S
oz hn

anditi

it rently inafragil Evenso, theICCdiktatthat

fi ofthe: ing T20 World Cup, and

th hat i Of: ry

i and a paralysis of | i Thisis
moresoin India, the: much larger: p]ayer onandoff thefield.

’s ion from the comes after

itsgovernment. that uld find it difficult

to play in India because of “security concerns” after the BCCI
asked the Kolkata Knight Riders to— unreasonably — remove
Bangladesh seamer Mustafizur Rahman from its squad. The
BCCI decision pointed to “recent developments”, that is, the
attacks in Bangladesh on religious minorities. The targeting of
minority Hindus amid a weakening state authority on the
watch of the Mohammad Yunus-led interim government is a
serious concern. New Delhi has done well to flag this — loudly
and clearly. But this categorical message is undermined when
the BCCI, the behemoth, targets an individual player who has
nothing to do with law enforcement or state policy. and when
itisseen to be pandering to online troll bngades Ineffect, this
hasumy oneofthefew r people-

0-] whilerei i ionsin Bang-

for
impulses fade? To doso, the economy must
successfully navigate two rotations.

The first rotation is of demand drivers.
Post i i g
inpublicinvestment, arevival of the real es-
tate sector, and strong service exports. But
several of theseimpulsesare fading. Central
capex grew 30 per cent annually for four
years post-pandemic but this pace was al-
ways going to strain the economy’s absorp-
tive capacity. So, central capex has down-
shifted toaround a 10 per cent annual pace
by competitive populism. Meanwhile, resi-
dential real estate has slowed sharply over
the last year, unsurprising because it was
beingdriven narrowly by the upperechelon,
who have likely reached some saturation
point. For the recovery to sustain, demand
needs to rotate towards the post pandem.lc

ladesh af aheavy-handed Delhi.

August 2024, whi " upris-
ing toppled the Sheikh Hasina government, India-Bangladesh
tieshave et to recover their footing. Now, the February elections
in Bangladesh offer a chance for both Delhi and Dhaka to turn
thepage. Er by H refuge inndia

isit
to Dhaka to attend Khaleda Zia's funeral, and his meeting with
Tari Rah hersonand BNPchief, thatim-
perative. A Delhi-Dhaka reset will depend on both sides moving
carefully — the “ghuspaithiya” rhetoric ahead of elections in
Assam and West Bengal, and anti-India posturing by parties
ahead of polls in Bangladesh, will be watched closely. In this pre-
carioustime, bothcountries must et cricket be. The Dethi-Dhaka
)istoo
letting hardliners run away with the ball. If both sides dial down
and a Bangladesh XI plays in India, it will be a win-win.

E LAffai

Trump’s foot soldiers
unleash domestic terror

HEKILLING of Alex Pretti, a 37-year-old nurse, in Min-
neapolis by US Border Patrol agents — less than three
weeks after the killing of Renée Good in the same city
by an Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agent — is shocking. Videos make it clear that a scuffle began
whenanagent pushed awoman and Pretti tried tointervene. He
was pepper-sprayed, after which another officer fired 10 rounds
into him. The Trump administration’s defence — that Pretti in-
tended to “do mam.mum damage and massacre law enforce»
ment”— thevideoevidence.
ingis the speed with w}uch omclals labelled Pretti a “domestic
terrorist” evenbeforeani Good, shotdeadat
point-blank range, was also accused of “domestic terrorisn™
Donald ‘Trump returned to power on an aggresslve anti-im-
and thepastyear.a
forcement strategy seems to have handed agencies like ICE. and
the US Border Patrol a blank cheque A[v.hougl they are legally
of national
security, the expansive powers they have been granted, in a cli-
mateofimpunity, haveled toarecord numberofdetentionsand
deaths in ICE custody in 2025 — the most in two decades. The
overreach of federal agents is now claiming US citizens with no
criminal history as its victims.

Even though he said on Monday that he is “reviewing every-
thing”, the alacrity with which Trump has defended the federal
agents suggests that accountability will be evaded. An indepen-
dent probe is the only way forward. The federal government has
prevented investigations by the state of Minnesota. The fatal
shooting has brought the already Eragle relanonsmp between
Underpress-
ure from Democrats, the media and a handful of Republicans,
Trump may yet callICE and other agents off. Butif the culture of
impunity persists, it will lead toasevere erosion of trust between
citi ernment —atrust thatis i tothe
social contract that sustains a democracy.

When spirituality
goes clubbing

N HIS first “Mann ki Baat” of the year, Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi mentioned the trend of bhajan clubbing. It is

the name given to a new wave of spiritual expression,

where bhajans are being reimagined in a contemporary,

club-style format — in the PM's words, it is about “spirituality
and modernity merging beautifully”.

Every generanon mterprets culture in ways that it can rec-

t0. Bl ingisamodem twist tothe

fprivate rivate
investment. What will this entail?
Urbanand rural

Thesecond rotationisthe cyclical mak-
ing way for the structural. The space for
more cyclical support is exhausted. Ram-
pant Chinese excess capacity is likely to
keepinflation contained but also pull nom-
inal GDP growth intosingle digits. Assum-
ing9percentnominal growth for the fore-

capital isIndia’s bi im-
perative over the next decade. Ifindustrial
policy is to be exercised, it must be in la-
bour-intensive sectors and formalisation
must not push up the marginal cost of la-
bourtothe point that businesses, paradox-
ically, turn more capital-intensive.

Meanwhile, the export push must be
taken toitslogical conclusion by joiningthe
& s s

for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPPTP), a
large free trading block that accounts for 15
per cent of global trade. The upcommg

m-

ports tariffs and non-tariff barriers such as
QCOs. Theold adage—animporttariffisan
exporttax— hasnever been truerinaworld
of global supply chains.

Thereisnotime towaste. Overthelast10
years, per capita GDP growth in US dollars
hasclocked 59 percent. 000 per
capita by 2047, the asking rate of per capita
growthindollarsis 8 per cent for the next 22
years, at a time when India’s working age
population growth—whichaveraged 1.5 per
centoverthelastdecade —will progressively
go to zero. The quantum of labour produc-

tivity
will require a relentless pace of reform.
The task before us is clear and daunting

underpinned by rising collateral from sur- SAIUIDZ seeable future, the combined (central and
ging gold prices — suggesting it is more CHINOY state) fiscal deficit will need to be reduced
supply-driven than strong demand. Mean- byanother percentage pointof GDPjust to
while, growth of the wage bill of listed com- keep publicdebt/GDPat 80 per cent. There
panies has slowed from 15 per cent in 2022 is no further space for fiscal support. Par-
and 2023 to mid single digits in 2025. The enthetically, lower nominal GDP prospects
breadth and durability of the consumption also accentuate perceptions that India’s
recovery will, thereture, come down to equity market is exps and explains
whether why foreign portfolio flows have been re-
ployment canstrengthen enough in 2026. luctant. Meanwhile, low inflation can keep
Goods exports have been resilient in monetary policy in play but with real rates
the face of punitive US tariffs, with ex- already down to 1.25 per cent, the space for
porters finding alternative markets. That more support, if any, is very modest.
said, non-oil export growth rates slowed The implication: Cyclical supports
to 3 per cent (in nominal dollars) by the must make way for structural underpin-
end of last year. Exports therefore have nings. Policymakers must be commended
their work cut out in 2026. for jumpstarting this process both by
What does all this imply for private bringing reforms back on the table (GST
capex? In a world floating with Chinese ex- rationalisation, new labour codes, 100 per
cess capacity and riddled with US policy ca- cent FDI in insurance) and not succum-
priciousness, a broad-based private invest- bing to export pessimism (by signing a
ment recovery will require both strong slew of free trade agr ). But the
domestic demand visibility and animal structural ask is long. Over the last two
spirits. Itisunsurprising, therefore, decades, growth has become pre-
that cash flow statements of listed Inaworld floating with maturely capital-i ive and
companies reveal capex slowed in Chinese excess capacity and thereisanurgent need to reverse
the first half of this fiscal yearcom- riddled with US poh' cy this drift. Only labour-intensive

pared to last year, in contrast to
market expectations. Instead, the
fate of private capex hinges on the

in a game of whack-a-mole since the pan-
demic. Can they finally grow in unison?
Rural consumption has lifted smartly in re-

capriciousness, a broad-based
private investment recovery

growth will generate the house-
hold incomes to drive sustained
consumption growth. But this

strength of the consumption and will require both strong will require the labour force to be

y.Canadurablere- d tied dvisibility come more employable — as it
covery of thelatter finally crowd in omestic e_man VIS‘ ity competes with capital —through
the former? That remains the $4- and animal spirits a mission-like focus on educa-

trillion question for2026.

tion, skilling and health. Human

butnoti Ata ules-

based global order is falling apart and being

replaced by the law of the ]ungle only sus-

tainedeconomic reforms will

ment, attract capital flows, create jobs, and

thereby create a prctecnve sheath around
precariou

global backdrop.

The writer is head of Asia Economics
atJPMorgan Chase Bank

Amid ICE crackdown, missing = Whodecided 2016 was
in action: Democrats

ONALD TRUMP'S ICE is ter-
rorising American cities.
) Thousands are being
a snatched off the streets, and

drivers are being pulled over
by masked and warrantless ICE agents in
unmarked cars. Peaceful activist and
mother Renee Good was brutally mur-
dered by ICE agents in Minneapolis. The
public approval rating for ICE has plum-
meted since Trump took office, and a ma-
jority of Americans now disapprove of ICE.
Trump’sown popularity has cratered toan
unprecedented low. Yet, the Democratic
Party has refused to fight Trump and the
Republican Party. This is because creau.ng

KsHAaMA
SAWANT

Trump’s rampmg up of deportations is
Butitispartof

along-term agenda shared by Republicans
and Democrats. The 4.4 million deport-
ations plus border expulsions under Joe
Biden exceeded those during any single
presidential term since Republican George
W Bush’s second term. During the eight
years of Barack Obama, over 3 million
people were deported, more thanall 20th-
century presi earning him
the title “Deporter-in-Chief”. The Demo-
cranc Party is not a “lesser evil”. Both

yonsible for brutal k

immigrants and working people, atrocities
around the world, imperialist wars, and the

and funding ICEand g
migrant workers for Wall Street’s greed
have always been a bipartisan agenda.
The Democrats control the governor’s
office and majorities in both houses of the
legislature in 16 states. They control the
mayor’sofficein 67 ofthe100 largest cities,
many of which have experienced some of
the most shocking attacks by ICE. These
Democrats could declare today that their
cities will stop all collaboration with ICE,
and follow through. Data reveals that ICE
arrests are substanually greater in states
where poli
erate with and share data with ICE. Demo-
cratic mayors and city councils could pass
emergency legislation banning local
agencies from sharing data with ICE and
enforce the law with serious penalties, in-
cluding firing, for agency heads. Local
Democrats could pass emergency legisla-
tion banning ICE and all other law enforce-
ment officers from wearing masks. They
can use their public platforms, which can
reach millions of working people, tolaunch
mass protests and civil disobedience.
TheDemocmucPany has failed to carry
InMinnea-

lepart

Trump’s
rampingupof oy

plunderingof which
itself drives immigration.

Attacks on immigrants are endemic to
Lhis system, not only in the US, but globally.

communma and creat% retuge% and im-
migrants. Oncethei riveinthe
econouuca].ly advanced nation, it is in the

Pp: mkeep

d.B
grant workers marginalised, paid lower ~tier
‘wages, a the

bosses can set the (low) bar for wages and
working conditions. They pit native-born

tinual race to the bottom. This is why we
need i 3 RS oo

against this anti-immigrant agenda.

In the US, we urgently need mass pro-
tests, peaceful civil disobedience, and
strike actions. When Trump instituted his
abhorrent Muslim travel ban in January
2017 during his first term, my socialist Se-
attle City Council office led the SeaTac air-
e = R ey
of many Democratic politicians and oper-
auvcs who opposed our mass civil dis-
We need to bring that back to

deportationsis
horrendous

and dangerous.

Butitis part of
along-term

polis, the Democrats, led by Mayor Jacob
Frey and Minnesota Governor Tim Walz,
haveallowed ICE to launch its dreaded Op-
eration Metro Surge, which has unleashed
3,000 agents in the city. The Democratic
Party controls Washington state, where I

agendashared  reside. Chillingly, the state’s agencies
bgR epublica allowed federal agencies such as ICE and

Yy REpublicans  pomeland Security to query the state’s De-
and Democrats  partment of Licensing database nearly 2.7

million times in 2025 alone.

defeat Trump and both parties of the
American billionaire class. Working people
need to fight to win historic victories such
as free healthcare for all by taxing the rich,
national rent control, a $25-an-hour mini-
mum wage, and a permanent end toall US
military aid to Israel.

The writer is a former Seattle City Council
member who is now running for US Congress
asanindependent antiwar socialist

SONAL GUPTA

Whenatrend
goes viral now,
it's nearly
impossible to
tell: Isthis
organic? Did
the algorithm
pushit?

thelast best year?

'MAGINE IF the algorithm were a person, or well, abunch

ofpeople, sitting i through onlis -

tenttocurate your “For You” feed. They'd know you the best.

Oneofthemwould chuckle ata particularly “dank” meme,

aybe an inside joke that only you two share, before pro-

jecting it onto your screen. Exceptitisn’ta person, butamachine
that haslearned to identify the content you like and react to.

So, who decided it was time to repost memories from 2016,
the algorithm or us? Snapshots from a decade ago have re-
appeared everywhere on social media. It was the era before we
had “looksmaxxed”, “aura-farmed”, or “ate”. 2016, now wearing
Retrica’s yellow-tint, appearslike asimpler time.

Thetrend itselfisn't new. Humans love toreminisce, and the

utthat olling. In
2019, we posted photos from 2009. In the early 2010s, ﬂthrow-
ybecamea weekly ritual.
tos from “Story™ archives, while Google Photos compiles hean—
warming videos from your old phoms
Andas manyassert that
2016 was the last “best year” — a claim contested by the politics
of that year. Donald Trump: came topower intheUS. The UK leh
h Union. Andth nment
monetise Rs 500 and Rs 1000 banknotes.

So, why does 2016 feel simpler than the equally tumultuous
20267 The answer may lie in what changed about socxal media
that year. The algoril now feed us this arethe
same ones that, in 2016, nransformed the internet into a hyper-

Facebook changed i its News Feed in 2009 to prioritise “rel-
evance” over ler, and soon, nthrpIaﬂormsfol~
it [n2016, -
nological feeds in favour of algorithmic curation to show
“momentswe believeyouwillcareabout the most”. '[‘wiﬂer, now
X, introducedasimilar ”.Theef-
fectsof [h]SShl.ﬁ have beeu measumbleand pmfound Research

Ragebait, moral 1 hot takes elicit stron;
spill offline. And the prioritisation of short-form video content

oversand Al 1upgrades. Social from
the town’s message board intoa: paxanel virtual space, and now,

bots and Al slop proli it looks less
‘Whenatrend goes viral now, it’s nearly impossible to tell: Is this
organic? Did the algorithm push it?

The nostalgia for 2016 seems to be driven by both. There’sno
denying that when you post your 2016 photo it feels like an act
of shared cultural Wecl d connectior
plat i d ithm?It may not
hi it ing for 2016, but it ised, packaged it,
andsolditback in 2036, wewill look back
at2026 asthe bestyear,

The writer is deputy copy editor, The Indian Express.
sonal.gupta@indianexpress.com

call-and- rmnw i for rowd par-
ticipati ially from the: and less. Inaworld
measuringits lifeb; 'social media, one thatisroiled

by political turbulence, bhajan clubbing appears like a tether,
away to connect with oneself, an attempt to reach one’s roots.
Sold-out shows by international kirtan artists such as Krishna
Dasand Radhika Dasand the proliferation of bhajan-clubbing
concertsacrossthe country seemto attest to the fact that it has
struck a chord with India's young.

Foranoldergeneration, bhajan clubbingisathrowbacktothe
global counterculture movement of the Sixties thatlooked tothe
religious and cultural traditions of the East — yoga, meditation,
classical music — for inspiration. The Beatles famous retreat to
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi'sashraminRi in
terms with their dizzying fameand find theu' way toinner peace

ing point intheir careers. It eirmusic
ivelyin their White Album —and in how
irituali ivity. Can bha-

ed most

[he'y[hough[offzme nature,
100,

?A;

amomentof

Y
ywears off? That

40 YEARSAGO

January 27,1986

Punjab-Haryanatalks fail

THE SECOND joint meeting of the chief min-
isters of Punjab and Haryana and the Union
Home Minister, S B Chavan, failed to pro-

| duceasolution to the problem of identifying
villages to be transferred to Haryanain lieu
of Chandigarh. The two chief ministers, Sur-

‘alks fail !o md i
transfer impasse
™

Hatmala mect Ot

Pomgat b ke 900

jitSingh Barnala and Bhajan Lal, had a 75-
minute meeting with Chavan. The chief min-
isters stuck to the positions taken by them
earlier before the Mathew Commission.
Punjabseeks 1,000 villages
PUNJAB WILL claim 1,000 Punjabi-speak-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ing villages of Haryana before the second
territorial commlssmn to be set up under

NRA, led by one-time defence minister Yo-
weri Museveni, was “clearly in control,”

the between
the Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, and Har-
chand Singh Longowal, the state Chief
Minister, Surjit Singh Barnala said. These
villages were located in Sirsa, Hissar, Ku-
rukshetra and Ambala districts, Barnala
told a news conference.

Rebels take over Kampala

UGANDA'S REBEL National Resistance
Army (NRA) has taken the capital, Kam-
pala, aftera nine-day offensive onthe
city, Western diplomatic sources said. The

New Delhi

ne id. The sources, in radio
contact with their counterparts in the city,
said that the guerrilla takeover was
greeted with jubilation by residents and
that Kampala was quiet overnight except
for some sporadic shooting.

Budgetsession

THE BUDGET session of Parliament will
commence on February 17, it was officially
learntin New Delhi. The President, Zail
Singh, will address the joint session of
both the Houses on the opening day.
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® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Mr Pretti and Ms Good are dead.
The American people deserve
to know what happened.

— The New York Times
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Let’'s recover lost meanings of ganarajya
toface pohtlcal challenge of our times

AN

Yo GENDRA YADAV

ANARAJYA OR ganatantra?

Our passport and the Indian

Constitution name our re-

public as ganarajya. But our

Republic Day is officially
called Ganatantra Divas. A small discrep-
ancy, you might think. Perhaps an over-
sight. Or, maybe anuance. Thatis what my
publisher thought, when I pressed him to
change thetitle of my recent book from the
proposed Ganatantra ka Swadharm to
Ganarajya ka Swadharm.

This seemingly minor difference in-
vites us tosearch deeper. These two terms
allow ustodistinguish between two differ-
ent concepts for which the English lan-
guage has just one word — “republic”.
Once we extricate the concept of gana-
rajya from the more familiar and domi-
nant concept of ganatantra, it opens the
way to recovering the lost meanings em-
bedded deep in the idea of a. jva.

My point here is to underline the distinc-
tiveness of these two terms and uncover
their different political possibilities.
Ganatantra refers to a negative and
Very narrow meaning of a republic. Politi-

This recovery, in turn, sets us on a path to
face the political challenge of our times.
Tam not suggesting that one of the two
usages is wrong. Unlike these days, the
makers of our Constitution and the early
guardians of our republic were very careful
with their words. They must have had
good reasonstocallit “GanatantraDiwas™
and not “Ganarajya Diwas”.lam notsaying
that one of these words is more authentic.,
Sanskrit scholars tell us that both these
wordsare pretty recent, 19th- or 20th-cen-
tury, coinages. The “republics” in ancient
India were called “gana” or “sangha”, not
“ganarajya” or “ganatantra”. Nor do I
claim a direct link between these words
and the historical reality of ancient Indian
ganas, Historians warn us against compar-
ing these older political formations with
modern democratic republics. The polities
of Vaishali or Lichchhavi are best de-
scribed as lineage-based oligarchies rather
thandemocraciesin oursense of theterm.

usthatarepublic
isaformofgovernment where the head of
state is not hereditary. Britainis ruled by a
king, soitis nota republic. Nepal has done
away with the king, so it is now a republic.
This is simple and clear-cut. But it also
renders the idea pretty much useless. Ex-
cept for a handful of titular monarchies,
virtually every country — democratic or
otherwise — is a republic these days. An
adjective that appliesto nearly everyoneis
redundant. Sois this concept of the repub-
lic. That is why students of Political
Science do not use this concept in any
meaningful way. We learn about
it in our textbooks and forget
aboutit.

Sometimes, ganatantra is

We have togo deeper and ask:
Why must we believe in these

ILLUSTRATION: C RSASIKUMAR
institutional structure of electoral democ-
racy through which popular sovereignty is
exercised. Inthis’ broader usage, ganatan-

public is very much the republican
idea upheld by the Indian national move-
ment. The ancient Pali expression
“samanna-rajya”, a polity where sover-
eignty is shared by equals, is close to this.
In modern usage “Jan-Gan-Man” cap-
tures the spirit of our ganarajya. “Jan”
stands for the people, the fnun(am head
of . “Gan” req people
tobe a political community where every-
one exercises equal decision making
power. “Man” is about the collective con-
science. It is not mere public opinion at
any given point of time, but the ethical
ideas that the public upholds on deeper
reflection. A radical republicanism in-
forms the Indian Constitution.
Understanding this Indian concept of
republic leads us to a question: What are
the ethical ideals that inform the Bharat
ganarajya? One could turn to the Pre-
amble to the Constitution to unpack these
ideals. But this may not work at a time
when the Constitution itself is under as-
sault. We have to go deeper and ask: Why
must we believe in these constitutional
values? An answer to this would take us
beyond me Constituent Assembly. For our

traisanear orelec-

toral democracy. Here again, ganatantra
is repetitive and :uperﬂuuus No wonder
isa ion that

was not written in two years;
the ideas that went into its making were
forged overatleast 100 years. It would take

Don't bash Davos.
Some things work,
likethis alliance
forwomen

'VER THE past few days, we have seen some content
bashing Davos. It needs no reminding that Davos is
not, and should not be mistaken for, an end in itself.
Itisacatalyst. Itisamoment — hneﬁ couoemmted

and intensely visibl on-
verges. ‘What mattersis. nut (heconvergencealone but whatin-
titut initswake.

Itwasinthis: spmn.hal du'eeyears ago,onthesidelinesofthe
Forum, Iestablished the Alliance: forGlobal Good asan mdepen~
dent pladol:m focused -
pation and cross-sector Thein-
tent was clear: ’10 move beyond episodic interventions and

| soluti inresearch, partner-
ships, and institutional accountability.
s R

withover5,000interna-
tional d ions and with more than 12000 in-

usbeyond le, asthe na-

does very littlein our political if
Ganarajyatakesustodeeperand [:K)Sl-
tive meanings embedded in the idea of a
republic. Here, the republic isa normative
political order. The public is notjust a col-
lection; it is a community of equals. This
community evolves itsown norms, its dis-
tinct dharma. These norms are upheld by
inculcating civic virtues. The people en-
force these norms by holding
countable. The people are not just the
source of power; they are also a check on
power. Inthe European tradition,
“republicanism” stood for this
radical meaning of republic. Inre-
cent years, academic revival of

used inabroader sense. Itis used constitutional values? “republicanism” in Western
not just negatively to refer to the An answer to this would political theory has defined a re-
absence of monarchy but also public not justas absence of mon-
positively to refer to the mechan- mke.“s beyond the archy but as absence of domina-
ism of popular sovereignty, the Constituent Assembly tion of any kind.

tantraofgana. Thus, it

This radical concept of a re-

tional ‘wasnotjusta
to liberate the country from British colo-
nial rule. It wasalso amovement for the re-
construction of India. It was an encounter
between our civilisational heritage and
‘Western modernity.

A search for the ethical ideals em-
bedded in the idea of ganarajya invites us
touncover the swadharm of our republic.
This is what the oft-quoted phrase “the
ideaof India” must mean. And that would
lead ustoastark conclusion: What we con-

Its work has been anchored in evidence,

th h adozeny
tems, climate transition economics, the care economy, and the
structural barriers limiting women’s participation in growth.
i i i i msand
have informed nanonal discourse, mcludmg Lhelr reflection in
India’s
A deﬁnmg pnnclple of me Alliance hasbeen the recognition
that poli ‘This
understanding shaped SPARK The IOOK Collective, an initi-
ative designed to enable 1,00,000 women entrepreneurs across
300 locations in India. Its focue is not chanty, but capability —
d X

front today is not justa ing of our
democracy, not just a mutilation of our
Constitution. We face nothing short of a
determined onslaught on the swadharm
of our ganarajya. Definingand defending
this swadharm must be our collective Re-
public Day resolve.

Yadav is the author of Ganarajya ka
Swadharm (Setu Prakashan, 2026)

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

Nuclear ambition

EXPANDING NUCLEAR capac-
ity without parallel investment
in domestic fuel security and
research would create fresh de-
pendencies (‘Nuclear power ex-
pansion is an R&D challenge’,
IE, January 26). The
government must prioritise sus-
tained funding for thorium-
based technologies, strengthen
university-industry research
links, and build a skilled nuclear
workforce. Clear timelines,
safety, transparency, and public
communication are equally
vital if nuclear power is to gain
trust and deliver reliable, low-
carbon energy.

S§MJeeva, Chennai

Rare chronicler

TWAS fortunate to have met Sir
Mark Tully (“The gift to India
that was Mark Tully’, IE, Janu-
ary 26), and have him inaugur-
ate a book I wrote on my experi-
ences as an Indian Railways
official, The Boy Who Loved
Trains. His affection for steam
locomotives was particularly
heartfelt. He lamented their dis-
appearance. For him, the steam
engine was aliving creature-
breathing, panting, sweating,
yet always moving forward. His
writing and commentary often
returned to trains, not merely
out of nostalgia but because
they represented the India that’s
constantly evolving: Vast yet
intimate, chaotic yet enduring,
modernising yet deeply
connected to the past. As [
mourn the passing of a kind and
remarkable individual, 1 will
carry the spirit of Sir Mark Tully
whenever Iride a train: Curious,
open, patient and endlessly in
love with the journey.

Deepak Sapra, viaemail

THROUGH WORKS like No Full
Stops in India and India in Slow
Motion, Mark Tully challenged
‘Western stereotypes, writing
with empathy, balance and re-
straint (‘The gift to India that
was Mark Tully’, IE, January 26).
His death marks thelossof a
rare chronicler who explained
India with depth, dignity and
enduringinsight.

RSNarula, Patiala

MRINAL PANDE

KASHI IS a city used to treating the world
as a theatre for celebrating the timeless
cycle of Life and Death. And Death, as
Walter Benjamin says, is the sanction of
everything that the storyteller can tell. The
storytellers of Kashi are spread over vari-
ous ghats, the oldest being Manikarnika
Ghat. On the steps of these ghats, and at
the teashops and kiosks that line the roads
leading to them, sit the garrulous denizens
of this timeless city, ready with a story
that, you later discover, was the preface to
adeeper philosophical point. Or not. Be-
cause Kashi also has a great, somewhat
brackish sense of humour.

The renovation of Manikarnika Ghat
keeps the storytellers busy these days. But
the rebuilding, and renaming of ghats, has

i foralongtime. Th ial
eastern rivers often wash away the earth
under the structures, so the steps and bath-

. d bl

This holy work was mostly financed by rich
pilgrims, such as the 18th-century
trader Vacchhraja and Raja Man

Adensely packed pilgrimage

In Kashi, renovation is also
part of the eternal cycle

Maratha queen Ahilyabai Holkar, who built
and restored many holy sites and remples,
including the present-day Kashi Vishwa-
nath temple. Ahilyabai’s statue was shown
in some widely circulated clips as lying
among the debris. The Holkar family of In-
dore sent a note of protest and other
groups, alleging the desecration of several
temples, also jumped into the fray. The
Chief Minister then visited thesite and told
the media that the queen’s statueand some
others were safe and would be reinstalled
after the "Manikarnika Teerth Corridor”
was rebuilt. He also assemed that [he ong—

I demand for d

the cremation grounds and the ghats had
been made to the Prime Minister by the

tions of Lord Shiva. Later, when under
the Lodhis of Delhi and the Sharqi sultans
of Jaunpur, assertive Islam knocked
at Kashi’s doors, there was le

connectingwol , capital, markets, and
regularorysystemsthat allow themto; STOW, formalise,and com-
pete. Equallyi isible, but
deeply consequential, systems that shape women’s lives. In the
areaof maternal health, the Alliance encouraged theICMR tode-
velopaclinici foran hae-
morrhage drape. Developed ata
cost of under $1, this drape and
the corresponding usage protocol
show how institutional leader-
ship, paired with frugal innova-
i ¥ tionandsystem adoption, cande-
liver life-saving impact at scale.

‘TheAlliance hasbuilt fourcol-
laborations in Africa, Southeast
Asia, the Middle East,and the US.
Each is shaped by local context
and unified by acommitment to
women’s economic participation
and inclusive growth.

This year’s engagements in
Davos reflected continuity and
expansion. The WE Lead Lounge,
now in its third year, has evolved
into the Alliance’s flagship con-
vening platform. Across 14 struc-
d ions, 65 global withoverathou-
on issues spanning health security, climate

destruction of old buildings. But the city
had a great power to bounce back and re-
build. By the 17th century, asort of cease-
fire was declared.

During the decline and fall of the greal

iit icipation, and workforce transitions.
Several milestones marked this year’s engagement. The un-
veiling of Laila Nutraceuticals’ women's wellness initiative sig-
nalled a $40-million commitment to integrating research with
market delivery. Th ofthe$100-million SPARK

Mughal Empire, the court ofthe Mah:
Benaras, his Nagar Kotwal Meer Rustam Ali,
and later the British Resident’s house, be-

car
tal culture among the pandits, the Muslim
nnbilily and the British orientalists. By 1734,

Dom Raja whose family h: the
area for generations.

The area where the cremation grounds
and sundry temples stand, the storytellers
will tell you, predates history. Once upon a
time, it was a dark place where the river
banks ended and a dense forest
began. The forests have since dis-

Singhof Amberinthe16thcentury. centre began surrounding appeared. A densely packed pil-
In the 19th century, the famed Ja- . . grimage centrebegansurrounding
rasandh Ghatwas restored by Meer what was once a secretive and what wasonce a secretive and sac-
Rustam Ali, the police head for sacrosanct space haunted rosanctspace haunted onlybysad-

Kashi, and renamed Meer Ghat.

hus, relatives of the dead waiting

Fund, with
accelerate women-led enterprisesatscale. The report ‘Uniocking
HerWealth: The Untapped Economy’ combined original analysis
with evidence to deepen unders(andmg of the undervaluauon
ofwor

Thi v
My earlier journeys were shaped by the rasponslb ities of min-

of Kashi's holy ghats and lemples Atthe ial office. This year fthe Al-
sametime, qt ershar- liance for G{obal Good was dl[ferem It was less about voice
ing attt iongh T and How xdeas ranslated into sys-
common. One Kashmirimal, miffed by the tems, il and

greed of the Doms of Dashashwamedha tures into delivary

Ghat, bmughl hIS mother’s sbody for crema- The strength of Davos lies not merely in whoattends, but in
tion anc howu theworld. CEOs,
rebuilt the ghat and started paymg regular andis

wages to the keepers.

Those days are gone. As one old singer,
Pyare Ustad, sang: “Nahin rahe woh Dara
Sikandar, dodin ki afsaree rahi/ Chalegaye

practitioners, youth collectives, and ordinary citizens. This plu-
rality matters. Global attention is a finite resource, and when it
gathers, it must be used to surface complexity, not flatten it.

As the conversations from Davos recede, one principle re-
mains clear: Progxess is sustamed not by momentary align-

subMulk e Adam ko, na khushki rahi, na
i(Tk

ment, butby

. Theen-

‘The recent furore over the re-
building and expansion of the
area around Manikarnika Ghat
arose over the removal of several
small temples and the statue of

only by sadhus, relatives of the
dead waiting for cremation
and, of course, the restless
souls of the dead

for cremation and, of course, the
restlesssoulsof the dead.

Till the time of Alauddin
Khilji, Hindus were free to build

their rule lasted but two days. Ultimately all
left for Adam’s final abode, afterthem things
have been neither dry nor wet).”

temples to various

The writer is former Prasar Bharati

during value of Davos lies in how global attention is stewarded.
‘When engaged with intent, it serves as a bridge between dia-
logue and design.

The writer is a former Union minister

ANUSHKA SAXENA

THE CHURN in the Chinese military is
not over — this was the message that re-
verberated through the halls of the Bayi
Building in Beijing on January 20, during

Beijing purge shows risk of being last man standing

Inthe past few years, under the garb of
corruption, it seems a factional war has
played out within the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA). It likely pitted the “Shaanxi
Gang” — led by Zhang Youxia and er-
stwhile discipline czar (now CMC vice-
chairman) Zhang Shengmin — against
the “Fujian Gang” of naval and Taiwan

the plenary of the Central C ission for
Discipline Inspection. Missingin action at
the meeting was the second-in-command
of China’s highest defence and security
decision-making body, Central Military
Commission vice chairman Zhang Youxia.
Four days later came the unprecedented
announcement by the Chinese Ministry
of National Defence, that Zhang, along
with CMC member Liu Zhenli, have been
placed under investigation for “serious vi-
olations of discipline and law”.

Strait I . Foratimeita
the Shaanxi clique had won. They
wielded the hammer of Xi Jinping's anti-
corruption drive, potentially systemati-
cally targeting rival sources of power. But
the latest signals from Beijing suggest a
twist that few saw coming — the rule of
the Zhangs is itself in jeopardy.
Corruption inthe PLA isa feature, not
abug. It is baked into a system where
state-owned monopolies practise “scien-
tific gatekeeping” that is anything but

scientific. The “say it, do it” ethos that
underpins Xi’s legitimacy — the promise
that the Party delivers results, whetherin
bringing back blue skies or poverty allevi-
ation — was undermined by a procure-
ment system defined by bid rigging, fa-
vours in personnel appointment, and
guanxi (referring to interpersonal mili-
tary-industry relations).

A highly likely theory is that Xi’s re-
sponse was the unleashing of the Zhangs.

Corruptionin the PLA is a feature,
not abug, Itis baked into a system
where state-owned monopolies
practise ‘scientific gatekeeping’
thatis anything but scientific

epaper.indianexpress.com -- .

Zhang Shengmin, as secretary of lheCMC

war The dlsmamhng of the Fujian gang
the ip most fam-

Inspection Ct i led

Lhe charge. The targets were specific: The
likes of He Weidong, Miao Hua, and
former Eastern Theatre C leader

iliar with the Taiwan Strait. Now, if Youxia
is purged, the PLA will be left with a para-
lysed c s[mcrure and the hlgh

Lin Xiangyang, who rose together in the
erstwhile Fujian-based 31st Group Army
as well as the PLA Navy — the very men
entrusted with the Taiwan invasion plans.
Their downfall was swift, prompted by
allegations of “major duty-related crimes™
and political disloyalty. This seemed to
leave the Shaanxi faction, with its roots in
the Army and the Rocket Force, as the last
menstanding. But inXi’s China, beingthe
last man standing is a liability.

This perpetual churn has profound
implications for global security. A mili-
tary that is constantly looking over its
shoulder cannot effectively prepare for

New Delhi

estdef ki
body — the CMC - will be the smallest n
has ever been in decades, in terms of
operational strength.

As one watches the dominoes fall,
one thing is clear — that in the new era
ofthe PLA, there is no safety, no immun-
ity, and no end to the churn. The rule
of the Zhangs may have looked absolute
yesterday, but in Beijing, the ground is
always shifting.

The writer is staff research analyst,

Indo-Pacific Studies Programme,
Takshashila Institution, Bengaluru
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India to expand
its hypersonic

* GLOBAL

In China’s series of purges,

Zhang Youxia, 75, was China’s top
army officer. His removal leaves the
CMC atits lowest-ever strength and

arsenal with
LR-AShM missile

'1A5HiYD'§GVKLJ
DRDO'’s Long Range-Anti Ship Missile during the R-Day parade.

Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, January 26

ONE OF the many highlights of the 77th Republic Day
Parade was the Defence Research and Development Or-
ganisation’s (DRDO) Long Range Anti-Ship Hypersonic
Missile (LR-AShM), showcased for the first time. We ex-
plain the features and capabilities of this hypersonic
glide missile, and also what other hypersonic missiles
Indiais developing.

LR- AShM The hypersomcgltde missile
The designed to meet thy 1 battery
requirements of the Indian Navy. The LR-AShM is capable of
engaging static and moving targets and is designed to carry
various payloads to a range of around 1,500 km.
Th.|s missile follows a quasi-ballistic trajectory with hyper-
il Mach 10 ij f speed of sound)
and maintaining average Mach Swith multiple skips. Ballistic

on ahigh, arched trajectory. Quasi-| balhsncrmssﬂes begnba!—

why latest one stands out

RISHIKA SINGH

FOR MONTHS now, reports of China pur-
ging senior military officials have fre-
quently made headlines. Even then, thein-
vestigation into the only remaining Vice
Chal rman of China’s apex military deci-
—for* iou
violations of discipline and law” — marks
an unprecedented development.

Zhang Youxia, 75, isa veteranleader. He
joined the People’s Liberation Army (PLA),
the military arm of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party (CCP), in 1968. Zhang was not
only v ciated with Chi-

* AND THEN THEREWERETWO

China's top military d

nese President Xi Jinping, but is also
known to share personal ties with him.
Their ior party leaders wh
knew each other.

The Wall Street Journal claimed Sunday
that he was accused of “leaking informa-
tion about the country’s nuclear weapons
program to the US”. If true, this would be
an extraordinary charge. There are also
other theories floating around his removal.

Officially, past purges have been justi-
fied as cracking down on corruption. Past
incidents also indicate that reprieve is un-
likely after an investigation begins, and
Zhang will be removed from his post.

This effectively means that the seven-
‘member Chinese Central Military Commis-
sion (CMC) now has only two people: Xi
Jinping himself, as the CMC Chairman,

lxsncauybu( flylowerand and the other CMC Vice
ion. .nwalntud&s with Chairman. i tothe

high speed and manoeuvrability, enemy ground and ship- post just three months ago, when his pre-

based detectit. The LR-AShM i ith decessor, He Weidong, was also purged.

atwo-stage solid propulsion rocket motor system. These pro-
pulsion systems boost the missile to the required hypersonic
velocities. Stage-1 of the ve-
hicle is separated after itis

DIFFICULT

spent. After Stage-Il burnout,
TODETECT the vehicle performs an un-
® Themissilecan'tbedetected  Powered glide with required
by enemy radars, asit fliesatlow ~Manoeuvres in the atmos-
phere before engaging the

altitudes with high speed and
manoeuvrability.

® The missile has a range of up
101,500 km, whichiit can cover
in15 minutes.

target, the DRDO has said.

Its significance

The obvious advantages
of the hypersonic speed is it
makesit difficult for missiles
tobedetected. It can coverits
range around 1,500 kilometers in 15 minutes. Versions with
higher ranges upto 3,500 kilometers are currently at various
stages of development. A senior DRDO scientist said, “All
classes of warships can be neutralised with the missile. This
variant and the upcoming ranges will be akey asset for seade-
nial operations, which prevent an adversary from using a
maritime area for military or commercial purposes. This ca-
pability will be crucial for the strategically significant Indian
Ocean region. Army and Air Force versions of these missile
and ship-fired versums for the Navy are also said to be either
under i Withits versatil-
ity, it could well place lndla m the hypersonic arms domain.”

One of the known successful tests of the missile was done
by DRDO on November 16, 2024 off the coast of Odisha. As
part of the further developmenl cycle, the missile warhead
and beforeitsin-
duction into the Navy in two tothree years.

Other hypersonic cruise missiles

Amidst cutthroat global competition in hypersonic
weapons, DRDO is working on two key hypersonic techno-
logies. One is hypersonic gl.lde aud anorber is hypersonic
cruise. LR-AShMisa lincludesin

Why this probe is noteworthy
First, thereis the seniority of the people
involved. Zhang Youxia holds the senior-
most army rank, that of general. He was
alsoa memberofthe Political Bureau of the

He Weidong, was

expelled

king body, the
has only two people left — one of them being Xi Jinping himself.

Central Military Commission, now

Shengmin, who was promoted in
October 2025. Zhang replaced He

ZHANG LIUZHENLI, 61
YOUXIA, 75 e ® Member, Chief of the CMC Joint
| ® Vice Chairman of | il / StaffDepartment
the CMC m @ Now under investigation, same as
ﬁ ® Nowunder s Zhang Youxia
5 investigation, -
| officially for VACANT
%‘» “discipline and law { ' Previous member was Defence
F violations™ Minister Li Shangfu, sacked in 2023
XUJINPING, 72 and expelled from the party in 2024 for
' VICE violating the law and party discipline
°
Chairman of CHAIRMEN. MEMBERS
the Central
Military VACANT
C issi - ZHANG ! \ Previous member was Miao Hua, head
(cme) = SHENGMIN, 67 L of the CMC Palitical Work department.
® General (&= @ Vice Chairman of Expelled from the party in 2025, for
= “serious violations of discipline™
Secretary of the 1\') theCMC
Chinese x ® Appointedin = VACANT
Communist Party October 2025, 3
after predecessor Previous member was Zhang

Weidong

An editorial in the official newspaper
PLA Daily framed the decision as the Com-
munist Party’s commitment to weeding
out corruption — something Xi also em-
phasised when he first assumed power in
2012. He vowed togoafter corruptofficials,
stating that the targets would range from
the top leaders to the lowest-ranking
people (what he called “tigers and flies”).

Since 2023, the list of those purged, in-
cluding civilian leaders, has rapidly ac-

defence, i
formerDefence Minister Li Shangfu, former
Foreign Affairs Minister Qin Gang, and PLA
Rocket Force generals. The editorial said the
latestmo ‘clearatti
tolerance, no forbldden zones, and full

ero

Party Central C
Wthh is among the top political bodies in
China. Apart from Zhang, the investigation
will also include fellow CMC member Liu
Zhenli, 61, the chiefofthe CMC’s Joint Staff
Department.

ASouth China Morning Post report said
that both Zhangand Liu are “decorated war
heroes” and participated in PLA campaigns
against Vietnam in the late 1970s.

Month ago, Pentagon flagged PLA

Anil Sasi
New Delhi, January 26

OVER THE weekend, China’s most senior
army officer, General Zhang Youxia, was re-
ported to be under official investigation. A
report from The Wall Street Journal stated
thatit ions of leaking
information related to the country’s nuclear
‘weapons programme to the US.

The Pentagon’s most recent annual re-

coveragein uption,” adding
that “Rome wasn’t built in aday.”

On the two men, it said they “seriously
betrayed the trust and expectations of the
Party Central Committee and the Central
Military Commission, severely trampled
on and undermined the Chairman of the
Central Military Commission’s responsibil-
ity system (referring to Xi Jinping), seri-
ously fostered political and corruption

curity developments relating to the
People’s Republic of China had said.

Top general under lens
Zhangisthe vice-chairman of the Cen-
tral Military Commission (CMC), China’s
supreme military command body, serving
as the second-most senior officer under
President XiJinping, and haslongbeen re-
gardedasXi'sclosestally within thearmed
forces. China'sdefence rmmstry said ithad

port on China’s armed forces ly

openedani ion Vs

flaggedt of senior fthe

People’s Liberation Army (PLA) having

“caused uncertainty over organisational

pnonnes and “reverberated lhmughout
the PLA". Thereport,

itself major i ini likema-
terials and control systems needed for sustained hypersonic

in D said corruption in Chinese
defence procurement had led to “ob-

flight. Hypersonic cruise missiles fly within the
at hypersonic speeds using scramjet engines for

served” 3 such as mal-

lidson

highest-ranking general over “grave viol-
ations of discipline and the law”, without
any further details about accusations
against General Zhang. In its announce-
ment, the ministry said another senior
military officer, General Liu Zhenli, was

also under investigation.
Thelr removal rollows the expulsion of
inOct ofthelar-

powered flight and manoeuvrabll\w

Ramjets are air-|
air using forward motion, with fuel igniting in a combustion
chamber; they require an asslsted take- off and work best

“These investigations very likely risk
short-term disruptions in the operational
effectiveness of the PLA... Altemauvely

gest public crackdowns on the military in
decades. With the latest purge, the CMCis
now down from the original seven
tojust twu Xi, who is the chau

the PLA could more

around Mach 3, losi ath Scram-
jets improve on ramijets by keeping auﬂow ic in the

fighting ifit: o
rear : v s

combustion chamber, enabling efficient operation above
Mach 5, but are far more complex to design and operate.

© TRANSPORT

enabling corruption,” the Department of
Defence’sannual report on military and se-

and whois

for the military’s disciplinary affairs.
Early into its annual report on military

and security developments of China, the

hang

Control
panel
With Zhang out
of the picture,
few challengers
to Xiremain.

L]

For the next
Party Congress
in 2027, Xicould
bere-elected as
party leaderfora
record fourth
term,and anew
setof loyalists
could be
assembled.
——

problems that undermined the Party’sab-
solute leadership over the military.

‘The language used in this portion is the
second reason why the investigation has

Apart

raises questions about the PLA

stage, most theories surrounding the epi-
sode are just that, but they are based onan
understanding of the systems at play.

The SCMPreported that Zhang was ac-
cused of “failing to rein in his close associ-
ates, family members and relatives. He was
also blamed for not flagging problems to
the party leadership at the first instance.”

The Wall Street Journal, apart from talk-
ing about a “leak” of nuclear secrets, re-
ported that Zhang was accused of “accept-
ing bribes for official acts, including the
promotion of an officer to defense min-
ister”. He was also being investigated for
“allegedly forming political cliques”.

The nuclear leak charge is significant,
concerning a highly sensitive issue, but
many of the other charges have echoes in
past purges. Anushka Saxena, aresearcher
focusing on the PLA at the Bengaluru-
based thinktank Takshashila Institution,
earlier told The Indian Express that cor-

ruption i that
Xi had, of late, removed even his loyalists
under such charges.

The logic goes that for China to project
itselfasa major global power, inefficiencies
inwar planningare not affordable, particu-
larly concerning Taiwan.

What it says about Xi

Do all of these changes point to Xi's
waning authority, or a potential change in
leadership? Not necessarily. Infact, onear-
gument is that Xi purging those close to
him could project hisimage as aleadersin-
gularly devoted to fighting corruption. It
could point toaman whois capable of mak-
ing major political changes without facing

nologyof “indisci  which indica -

a

Tuption,

Butthe ch may not herald a new-

have done something that Xi deemed as a
threat to his authority. Bill Bishop, a US-
based journalist and longtime China-
watcher, wrote in his newsletter ‘Sinocism’
that the text"makesit sound like Xisaw them
asundermininghiminthemilitary, atleast.”
The third reason concerns the CMC
itself. Lyle Morris, a Senior Fellow for For-
eign Policy and National Security at the
Asia Policy Center for China Analysis, re-
cently posted a photo showing its current
statuson X. Thanks tothe purges, the CMC
isatits lowest-ever strength (see box).

and-improved PLA, just yet. Questions
could be raised internally about Xi’s picks,
about no one being safe, and could ulti-
mately impact the forces’ morale.

Saxena told The Indian Express, “One
cannot possibly imagine that the Chinese
military is the same beast when most of its
most i 1 purged
or constantly replaced.”

She added that while activities such as
military flybys around Taiwan will con-
tinue, as will skirmishes with the Philip-
pmesmLheSouLh China Sea orwithJapan,

diffe came.”

TheCMCi vectsof the mili-
tary, including procurement and combat
preparedness. The removals have sparked
concerns about the health of the military.

Many theories in Youxia’s case
Several analysts have noted that at this

“war i
Writing in her newsletter ‘Eye on China’,
Saxena noted: “As vice chairmen go away,
war planning becomes tougher, and the
show of face vis-a-vis actors in the Taiwan
Strait, the South China Sea, and even the
Himalayas becomes tougher,” she wrote.

disruption’ from removals

Causeand Pentagon inserted asectiontitled PLACor- ~ Congressin early Marchlast year. Asone of
f ect ruption Developments”. “ThePLAhascon-  twoCMC vice chairmen, he shared respon-
€l tinued to experience corruption-relatedin-  sibility with Vice Chairman Zhang Youxia
® Therecent vestigationsineveryservice, whichhaveled  fordirectoversight overthe15departments,
removalsreflect totheremoval of dozens of; il issions, and offices of the CMC.
Chineseleaders’de- By late 2024, corruption issues had again “He’s likely detention indicates how
d i reached level 'thel"M(‘ over a decade into Xi's anti-corruption
inthe reliability of i i fon still oeven
the PLA themostsenioroffic pro-

® The number of
personnel removed
likely hasimplica-
tionsforthe PLA's
progress towards its
2027 modernisation
goals, whichinclude
aTaiwanplan.

try notb
public events, suggesting that additional
corruption investigations remain in prog-
ress,” the Pentagon report said.
Al ingtothe WS.Jreport,

tions were outlined during a closed-door
briefing on Saturday attended by senior
military officers, shortly before China’s
Ministry of National Defence announced
an investigation into Zhang Youxia. The
Ministry said Zhang was suspected of seri-
ous violations of party discipline and state
law, without elaborating on the charges.

CMC members’ purge

Beijing has detained or suspended
multiple members of its Central Military
Commission. In March 2025, CMC Vice
Chairman He Weidong was reportedly de-

moted during Xi’s tenure. In November
2024, Admiral Miao Hua— head of the
CMC Political Work Department (PWD)
and the PLAs top political officer - - was
publicly 1fromd on
of “serious violations of discipline.” Miao
had authority over political education,
party organisations within the military,
and had overall responsibility for “main-
taining loyalty within the PLA".
Investigations into these military
leaders indicate Beijing is willing to purge
the military of perceived disloyalty, regard-
less of the disruptive impact on the PLA.
The total number of PLA leaders re-
moved for corruption or other unprofes-
sional conduct is hard toassess, but expul-
sions from party and state bodies are a

tained and hasnotmadeany|

for theextent of the

ancessincetheendofthe National People 's

removals.

India has most road accident deathsmthe world. Can ‘talking cars’ curb these?

Dheeraj Mishra
New Delhi, January 26

THE UNION government is planning to
launch a “vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V)” safety

sector, however, itisstilla workin progress.
The V2V system is in place in only a few
countries, mostly developed ones.

How will the system work?

system to prevent road accident
reduce traffic.

V2V communication is a wireless tech—
nology that enables vehicles t

officials from the Ministry
of Road Transport & Highways (MORTH),
anOn-Board Unit (OBU) will be installed in

cate, or “talk”, with one another. Thlsessen-
tiall
information such as speed, location, accel-
eration and braking with each other.
Atameeting of the Parliamentary con-
sultative committee on January 22, Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari said the Depart-
mentof Telecommunications has allocated
the 30 GHz radio frequency for the devel-
opment of such ication systems.

theycan
with nearby vehicles wirelessly. This unit
will alert the driver about black spots, ob-
stacles, parked vehicles on roadsides, fog
orany potential threats.

Usually, V2V systems can detect ve-
hicles in a 300-metre range. For instance,
ifacarapplies brakes suddenly, nearby ve-
hicles will get an alert to slow down. This
could help in reducmg crashes.

intheworldintotal mad

The V2V systemissimilartothe aviation

accident fatalities, farahead of d

sector

‘hina

third-ranked

their position, speed, altitude, and the
nearby aircraft and ground stations receive
it. Thissystem hasbeen acrucial partofthe
aviation sector acrossthe world. In the roads

just 36%, and the US 25%, of India’s road
deaths. MORTH Secretary V Umashankar
said the OBUs will cost between Rs 5,000
and Rs7,000. These will be first installed in

Usually, V2V sy d hicl

new vehicles. “This will have a si|

PTIFILE

‘Wewillbeabl d

lmpac( on road safety. Many umes trucks
on andthe

speeding vehicles collide with them, which

such accidents, since OBU will automati-
cally issue the warning,” said Umashankar
atapressconference on January 8.

epapenindianexpresnmm.. .

When will it be rolled out?
Thego hasnot yet
aspecific date for rolling out this system.
However, it is the ministry’s key initiative
aspartofits road safety programme forthe
year. The secretary said the ministry is set-
ting standards for it in collaboration with
iginal equi OEMs)

Ajoint task force has also been constituted
with the telecom department.

allocated for the system might not support
all vehicles. This means that incorrect in-
formation can lead toaccis

The otherissueis that it will store a large
amountof data— about the vehicles, their
location, details about the driver, etc. This
puts the whole intelligent transport infra-
structure at potential risk of being misused.
It would certainly require government
regulations and rulesto implement. Cyber

“Afterthe decisionon we
will issue a notification. Initially, the new
vehicles willberequired toinstall these on-
board units. After that, the old vehicles will
befitted with this. Under the National Fre-

concern for

Which countries use V2V?
‘The US is the leader in V2V communi-

quency Allocation Plan, the Department of
Telecommunications will provide free
spectrum. So the OEMs would be able to
usethi: dgetitinstalled inthe
vehicle. Our aim is to get it implemented
this year,” said the MoRTH secretary.

What are the challenges?

‘The V2V system has some limitations
and privacy concerns. The frequency band

New Delhi

nd it
tation, with strong regulation. Models like
the Volkswagen Golf 8 and the Cadillac
models in the US come with this tech.

European countries such as Germany,
France and the UK, too, are incorporating
V2V into new vehicles and smart city pro-
jects. China is another major adopter of
'V2V.Countriessuch asthe UAE, Saudi Ara-
bia, Brazil and Mexico are in early pilot
stages to roll out V2V systems.
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A thought for today
Lam an expression of the divine, just like a peach is,
just like a fish is. I have a right to be this way
ALICE WALKER, The Colour Purple

Messaging The Temple

U’khand govt & state BJP must nix Badri-Kedar
committee’s idea of banning access to non-Hindus

adri-Kedar ittee (BKTC) chair dUttarakhand

BJP: spokesperson Hemant Dwivedi’s proposal to bar non-Hindus

from two of Hinduism’s most venerated temples, Kedarnath
and Badrinath, is dangerous. Here's why.

For context, priests’ communities have upped the ante on their
longstanding demand to wrest control of Hindu places of worship
from state jurisdiction. Recall that in 2021 Uttarakhand govt junked
its Char Dham Devasthanam Board Act, passed in 2019 - that sought
to bring 51 temples under a single management board - following
stiff opposition from Hindu clergy, individual temple manage-
mentsand VHP In thefirst place, state control on Hindu shrines was
exerted to counter casteism in temples in independent India-exactly
to counter thiskind of bar toaccess, as
suggested by orthodoxies such as
BKTC's. Access forallin Hindu temples
A isabattle hard-won.

Given this, now for a state-controlled
body answerabletoUttarakhand govtto
makeaconsidered announcementtoban
non-Hindus multiplies the seriousness
of what'sat stake. It isan unconstitutional
proposal. In the name of ‘tradition’, as was argued for the proposal to
bar non-Hindus from Haridwar’s ghats days ago, the state cannot
allow areturntohoary segregationist practices, and remain wilfully
blind to law and constitutional morality.

BKTCishaitinggovtatatime UCCisanexperiment in Uttarakhand.
Andata time when pilgrimages are central to its cultural and political
messaging, neatly folded into Hindutva politics. Pilgrimage tourism
is ared hot growth sector, and Uttarakhand is a major player. That
should prompt the state, and all states hosting major pilgrimage
centres, to open temple doors wider still. The fight over Sabarimala
isacaseinpoint. But whenarich temple trust wantstoturnback the
clock by centuries, it is detrimental to the big-tent idea of a ‘develo-
pedIndia’. Kedarnath hosted almost18L pilgrims in 2025, Badrinath
16L.Foreign arrivals, PIOs & NRIs included, were fewer than 2,000 -
that should increase, dollar spends mean more bang per buck.

Supreme Court, were it to hear the constitutionality of this
proposal, would surely strike it down. But it shouldn’t come to that.
Uttarakhand govt and state BJP should nix the temple committee’s
proposal -and send a message.

VonDerful Trade Deal?

We'll have to see. But that EU’s finally so close to a
pact with India shows how much Trump has rattled it

hief guestatR-Day parade, EU's chief bureaucrat, Ursula vonder

Leyen, remarked yesterday that a successful India made the world

better. Only recently, EU was dissing India for buying Russian
energy, while buying it itself. And, BTW, it took EU and India 18 years —
avery longtime evenfortwo entities infamous for their bureaucracies
~togetclose toa trade deal, expected to be finalised today.

Tobasics: at $136.5bn in 2024-25, EU isalready India’s largest goods
trading partner. The deal, per some reports, may see India cutting
tariffs sharply on EU-made cars. India may get zero-duty access for
itslabour-intensivesectorssuchastextiles, leather; apparel and gems.
Even EU’strade barriers—-CBAMs akagreen
export rules - are apparently in final stages
of resolution. If pushed over the finishing
line, this would be a pretty big deal, with
plenty for both parties to be happy about. It
may goad Trump - to rage about India and
Europe or todoadeal with India or both.

Butgivecreditto Trumpfor being the reason
the deal may get done. As Davos showed, the
Euro-Atlantic alliance is strained like never
before, forcmg the European bloc to wake up and smell the coffee -
and chai. Gone are those comfy days when American military
muscle would backstop Europe, while Brussels elite would sip
wine and admonish the Global South - sometimes India included -
for failing on democracy and human rights. Russia’s war in Ukraine,
and now the Trump jolt, have finally got EU to start thinking of an
independent strategic security and foreign policy.

But is this a passing phase to weather a Trump White House?
Time will tell. Barring the Viktor Orbans, EU's clear there cannot
be any truck with Russia in the foreseeable future, while China is
now on the suspect watchlist. Interestingly, EU is willing to look
past India’s ties with Russia, because Brussels now needs some
wins, as does India, of course. Welcome to realism EU, and do
note that there’s plenty of grey here. You always knew this. But
pragmatism can now replace preaching.

Manali trance

Indian tourists mistake bad weather
forecast for a welcome sign
Anil Abraham

Kamala is upset with me because we were the only ones
without holiday plans. “Everyone is going somewhere - you
don’t have any get-up-and-go!” I got up to go. Because I knew
one of those Trump-type rambling rants was about to begin —
alot of incoherent words and no valid point. She had set her
mind on Kullu-Manali even though I had read the weather
report and told her that inclement weather was predicted. Storm clouds were
gatheringnow, but in our living room instead.

To save my skin I scrolled through social media and showed her posts of
long snaking queues of cars stuck in the snow on the highway between Kullu
and Manali. Bored stiff and irritable people upset that their promised weekend
was quite literally a road trip, with no hope of reaching the destination. “It's
about the journey, not the destination!” she informed me, peeping at the
philosophy forward from Gud Morning Govindappa.

"'m very intolerant of the milling masses - but Kamala refuses
m . tobe cowed by crowds. The more the merrier, is her motto. And so
:J’/) every long weekend we find ourselves standing in a queue to pay

our respects to one more over-worked god or weary hill station or

bored beach - all filled with like-minded hapless hundreds trying

to get a wow moment for an Insta pie. Smmg in a cubicle in front of a screen

fulfilling the 70-hour week as a corporate minion is apparently not enough —

the new trend is to sit in a car frozen in a traffic jam staring at another

window. Elon Musk just needs to get a travel influencer to post pictures from

Mars with a catchy caption like ‘Mars-t See Destination’ and the insatiable

Indian will land there carrying theplas and chaklis and hoping to find a
masalachaistall.

Even withdirepredictions of snow, the Indian tourist heads to destinations
whereallmen have boldly gonebefore. Even ICE in Americadoes not deter him
from wandering into Trump territory. We need to learn lessons from one lone
penguin who decided to break away from the tribe and head to a less crowded
destination. Now that Sunita Williams has been grounded, there is space for
the Great Indian traveller to discover unsullied territory, then proceed to
clutter it with chaosand confusion.

Letter To Finance Minister

Among things that budget can fix, are rules for capital gains tax & withholding tax. FM must make
these simple & predictable. Foreign investors, who have been taking their money out, value clarity

Duvvuri Subbarao

Dear finance minister, [ know you are

drowning in advice from a billion
Indians on what to do in the budget.
Tam wary of adding to your burden,
but having made this intrusion an
annual habit, I am unable to resist
the temptanon So, please bear with me.

Before I get into business, let me congratulate you
on becoming the longest continuously serving finance
minister inindependentIndia. You
can justifiably be proud of this
accomplishment. Longevity in such
apolitically demanding office is
no mean feat. The knowledge,
wisdom and political antennae
that come with experience are
undeniableassets.

But I must also offer a gentle
caution: longevity can breed
routinisation. Budgets risk
becoming incremental exercises
- competently managed and
fiscally prudent, maybe, but
lacking out-of-the-box thinking
orbold ideas.

Indeed, one recurring criticism of your budgets
has been precisely that: they lack zing. Each budget is
a standalone piece - some familiar shibboleths and a
sprinklingof mmauvs hutwnmoutacnmpdlmgumfymg
vision. Th ithmetic, but ingidea
Allow me, therefore, to offer a suggestion.

PM has set the grand aspiration of Viksit Bharat:
India country by the yof
Independence in 2047. It is an evocative phrase, but so far
ithasremained just that-a phrase. We've heard littleabout
‘what govt means by “developed”, how it proposes to get
there, or what trade-offs that journey might entail.

‘Why not seize the opportunity of this budget tolay out
thebigpictureof Viksit Bharatand situate yourannual

Images: Al

budgets within the overarching roadmap to that goal?

Havingset that big picture, you can then moveon to the
business at hand: the budget for fiscal year 2026-27.

To paraphrase Charles Dickens, this is the best of
times; this is also the worst of times. On the positive
side, macroeconomic numbers look reassuring.
Growth is upwards of 7%, inflation is benign, external
deficit is low, and corporate and bank balance sheets

are healthier than they have been in a long time. That
iscausefor cheer.
Ontheflipside, there are concernsabout the quality
of growth. Pmductlvltv growth isdisappointing. Private
generation remains
weak, especially for the youth. Manufacturing has not
emerged as the labour-absorbing engine we had hoped
it would become. High and rising tariffs sit awkwal dlv
withour; itiontointegratei
Add to this a world fractured by geopolitical tensmns
protectionism and supply-chain realignments, and
the comfort offered hy headline
numbers begins todi

metric: revenue deficit. For reasons that are not entirely
clear, ithas fallen off theradar.

A govt that borrows to invest is very different from
one that borrows to consume. Reducing revenue dLﬁclt
remains the most credible signal of fiscal
and mtergenerauonal eqmty Debt |ax getmg wlthout
attention
the wood for the trees.

Letmereturnto Viksit Bharat. Asa trained economist,
you know that becoming a developed country is not just
aboutcrossinga per capitaincome threshold. Itisabout
creating: productlve jobs, ra]smghuman capital, improving

reducing i ing that growth

The task beforeyou, therefore, isto
use today’s relative macroeconomic
comfort to address structural
vulnerabilities and make the
economy morerobust.

One early warning signal
you should not ignore is capital

is bothsustainable and inclusive. Noneof this will happen
by accident, and none of it will happen through annual
budgets that are disconnected from alonger-term plan.
Why not announce in this budget your intention to
publish a medium-term fiscal and growth strategy
explicitly aligned with the goal of Viksit Bharat? Such
a framework will serve two purposes. It will impose

outflows. Foreign i have

been taking money out of India,
driven by both push and pull
factors. Higher interest rates in
advanced economies and the
allure of investment in Al are

pulling capital away.

But it is the push factors that should concern
you more. Our own policy choices matter. Repeated
tinkering with capital gains taxation, camhmed w1f_h
a complex and often unpr

this one. And it will allow us, the public, to hold govt
to account - not on one-off announcements, but on
progressalonga clearly articulated path.

Madam, I recognise the tough fiscal and political
constraints under which you operate. You have the
unenviable task of making hard choices to secure
the economy’s long-term sustainability even if that
entails short-term costs. But that is precisely why we
elect leadex s-to makedifficult choices.

Itisyourtask tomake

regime, has eroded policy credibility. Inveslors value
notjustreturns, but clarity and stability. If India wants
stable, long-term capital rather than volatile
flows, it may be time to rethink both
capital gains and withholding
taxes - not to offer concessions,
but to restore simplicity,
predictability and trust.

On the fiscal front, your
decision to shift the policy
anchor from the fiscal deficit
to a debtto-GDP ratio is
conceptually sound. Debt
sustainability is, after all,
what ultimately matters. But
in making this transition,
please do not lose sight of an S
older; and still very relevant,

it dehver on that promise. My best

wishes, Ma'am, for every success.
The writer is a

former governor;, RBI

The Golden Rule: Those With The Gold Make The Rules

Bharat's ancient epics also spell out what Mark Carney’s speech at Davos did. If India operates without
illusions and keeps its options open today, that’s not fence-sitting, but management of uncertainty

Ashwin Sanghi

The Mark Carney speech at Davos hit
like a bombshell. In what felt like a
rare moment of straight talk from a
Western leader, Canada’s PM admitted
something that India’s foreign minister
2l SJaishankar has been pointing out for
years: The so-called “international rules-based order”
hasabigdose of hypocrisy baked in.

Carney put it plainly: “We knew the story of the
international rules-based order was partially false,
that the strongest would exempt themselves when
convenient...that international law applied with
varying rigour, depending on the identity of the
accused or the victim."

Thisstatement wasrich comingfroma country that
had been part of the cozy club thatenjoyed the lopsided
order’sfruits. But Carney was merelyspellingout the

any country gets this instinctively, it’sIndia.

Erstwhile colonies like ours have been living
under varying shades of this so-called “rules-based
order” for centuries. British Raj used to sell
its conquests as a noble mission:
it was “civilising” the backward
natives, modernising society,
bringing law and order; railways,
and Enlightenment values.

Same story with the Spanish
in the Americas: They wrapped
their land grabs and exploitation
in the language of spreading
Christ’s salvation. Every empire
needs a pretty alibi to make the
ugly reality palatable.

India does not of course need
modern geopolitics to learn how §
rules are bent by the powerful.
Bharat’s ancient epics hit this
truth hard and straight. In the
Mahabharat, there were supposed
rules of conflict - dharm on the

golden rule: Those with the gold make the rules. If (/

Calvin & Hohbes

battlefield. But when winning mattered more, those
rules got tossed aside.

ishm was tricked by Shikhandi, Dron was broken
by a lie about his son, Karn was hit while helpless
fixing his wheel, and Duryodhan was finished with an
illegal thigh strike. Bottom line? Rules last only until
the powerful find them inconvenient. Then force wins,
and the code bends or breaks.

Ancient Indian history too is replete with such
examples. Invaders rarely announced themselves as
plunderers; they arrived bearing a so-called }ugher
purpose. Mahmud of Ghaznistyled himself

ips ipt. NoU nocoaliti
ictheatre. Hedoesn’t ask per
toconvince anyone. He simply does what he wants. And
this includes sharing personal communication from
foreign leaders like Macron - messages that reveal
Europe’s hypocrisy of looking away in Syria and Iran
while worrying about Greenland.

Inthe Trumpian world, Venezuela and Iran are mere
oil reservoirs, not polity issues. Greenland is simply a
mineral-rich Arctic chessboard. Gaza is reduced to a
PowerPoint presentation of beachfront potential. The

buﬂ(lmL,

of faith to his biographers, even as his repeated raids

of and Nato allies are leveraged
in a str ategic calculus. The vocabulary has shifted

welempt aimedat

- from values to valuation. This bluntness

I
Even Ashok - now remembered as Ashok the
Great — ascended !he Mauryan Lhrone by eliminating
TheK: nage wasjust
aculmination of his power grab. Only
. afterattaining uncontested dominance
did Ashok turntodhamma, recasting
conguest as remorse and empire as
moral guardianship.
‘What's new? you may ask. What’s
new is the discarding of pretence.
And for that candour, we
should thank Donald
Trump.

George W Bush
sent his team to
lobby hard at UN,
waving the WMD
card and rounding
upa “coalition of the

willing” to make
the Irag invasion
look legit. It was a
charade - deeply
misleading - but he
played the game,
pretending  that
international app-
roval mattered.
Trump? He just

rting illusion
of pri anlples They forget that the only unwavering
principle of power is to shunacting on principle.

For India, this is neither a moment for outrage nor
for romantic nostalgia about a fairer global order that
never truly existed. Bharat understands- instinctively
and historically - that moral language usually follows
power rather than restrains it. This is civilisational
memory. Chanakya articulated it with unsparing
clarity in the Arthashastra, where alliances are
provisional, treaties are tools, and ethical claims
aresubordinate to the survival of the state.

India’s foreign policy must continue to reflect this
absence of illusion. India must continue sourcing
cheap Russian energy despite Western discomfort,
engage Israel while calling for restraint in Gaza, and
avoid binary a].lgnments over Ukraine. It must contmue
signing FTAswhile:
manage its border even as it talks to Chma and deepen
partnerships in West Asia while strategically evaluating
Trump’s Board of Peace. It willsimply be Indiaoperating
without illusions-aware that power sets the terms and
that rules are negotiable.

Andno, thisi { -sittingbut the
of uncenamty India must keep its options open because
experience tells us that commmnen(s harden faster than
principles. naworld whererul
flexibility is the only durable advantage.

Sanghiisan authorof severalworksof fiction

pressure,

Sacredspace

PHOOEY. MOM AND DAD

SHE REMEM

199 Waneioa DRy i L

HEE HEE’ DO You THINK
BERS How

TIME WE THREATENED TO
FLUSH HER SCIENCE NOTES
DOWN THE TOILET ?

SHE REMEMBERS, AlL RIGHT.

SHE CANT GET
ANAY WITH TS
WE'LL CAWL THE.

Justas none
of us is outside
orbeyond
geography,
noneofus iscompletely free from
the struggle over geography. That
struggleis complex... because it is not
only about soldiers and cannons but
also about ideas. about forms. about
images and imaginings.

Edward W Said

Anger And Hatred Are Habits, Not Our True Selves

The XIV Dalai Lama

mong the emotions that disturb
ourpeace of mind, few are as
armful as anger and hatred.
These powerful feelings not only cause
suffering within but often hurt those
around us. They cloud our judgement,

gives us strength. Butreal strengt.h lies
inpatience, clarity. and compassion.
Anger iseasy-it'sareaction
with calm understandingrequires
disciplineand courage.

People often ask, “But what if someone
treats me unfairly? Isn’tanger natural?”
Yes, anger may arise - but that does

Angerand hatred are habits, not our

true selves They anse from misunders-
ging. Withmind-
fulness and effort, they can be reduced
and even transformed. The goal isnot to
suppress anger, but tounderstand it.
When we shine the light of awareness on
it, itbegins to dissolve. This is the heart

‘When we wishothers well -even those

‘who have harmed us - anger beginsto lose

itsgrip. This does not mean we condone

bad behaviour: It means we choose to

respond from heart rather than from hurt.
Luvmg -kindnessreveals our: shared

Everyone
and fears pain. Everyone makes mistakes.

damage relationships, and strip away not make it helpful. Reacting o88lava of inner turning the through thislens, they
the calm and clarity needed to respond with angerusually adds fuel & AR mind fromasourceof suffering  cease tobe ‘enemies’ and become fellow
wisely tolife’ flict rather than e e intoa source of peace. travellers onlife’s path.
ger arises when our desires resolving it. We can train Seh Patience is one of the Meditation is a powerful tool. By
are blocked our pride is wounded, or the mmd torespond with L most power i to observingour and emotions
t. d insight. anger. Itisnot weakness. Itis without reacting, we create space in the

themind narrows. We exaggerate faults
of others and distort reality. Anger can
feel justified —evenrighteous-but it
blinds us to what is truly helpful.

Ask yourself: when you are angry,
are you at peace? Of course not. Anger
agitates the heart and unsettles the
mind. [tbrings discomfort to the body
and disturbs emotional balance. Yet
sometimes we clingto it, imagining it

Often, those who hurt others
are themselves hurting -
trapped in ignorance or fear.
Indian sage Shantidevasaid, “If

something can be remedied, why be upset
aboutit? Andif itcan'tb di
isthe use of beingupset?” This wisdom
reminds us that anger is not necessary
fotake effective action. We can confront
injustice with courage - without hatred.

d,what  begin with

inner strength. Itallows us to
THE SPEAKING TREE remain composed even when
provoked, to pause rather
thanreact, and toact with wisdom rather
than impulse. Through patience, we

mind. Meditation gives us the freedom to
respond with wisdom, even indifficulty.
Over time, it nurtures the inner peace
that allows compassion to grow. If we
want peace in the world, it must begin
We  inourhearts. We cannot control others,

realise their unkind actions may come

from their own struggles. With this

insight, forgiveness becomes possible.
Another remedy isloving-kindness.

but we can train our own minds. When
anger arises, we can pause, breathe, and
respond with awareness.

Astold to Rajiv Mehrotra
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Latin America is swinging right. It might stick.

Voters aren’t
looking for
social
utopias;
they're
worried
about crime
and bills.

Michael Reid

Not solong ago,a U.S. military opera-
tion to oust the leader of a Latin Ameri-
can country, like the one the Trump
administration conducted against
President Nicolas Maduro of Venezuela
on Jan. 3, might have unified the conti-
nent in anti-imperialist outrage. Not
today. While some leaders, like Presi-
dent Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva of Brazil
and President Claudia Sheinbaum of
Mexico, were quick to condemn the
intervention as a dangerous precedent
of U.S. military intervention, others in
the region’s new right-wing vanguard

the move. “This i 11
news for the free world,” said President
Javier Milei of Argentina.

The split has been long in the making.
For years, the chaos of Venezuela’s
collapse and the resulting exodus of
nearly eight million people have hung
like a specter over the Latin American
left. The region’s politics have been
shifting to the right, in part as aresult.
For millions of voters across Latin
America, fear of a failed left-wing dicta-
torship next door has become a more
potent electoral force than fear of an
authoritarian right — or, for that matter,

than the memory of 20th-century
— coups.

= Theturnbeganin
md:“h; of  2023withthevic-

tories of figures like

course put his Mr. Milei, a chain-
thumb on the saw-wielding, self-
scale, but his professed libertarian,
meddling is and President Daniel
only one Noboa of Ecuador, a
factor. Miami-born banana-

fortune heir. Since

then, the right has

triumphed inaround
two-thirds of Latin America’s electoral
contests. Right-wing candidates look
well placed to win elections this year in
Peru and Colombia, while in Brazil Mr.
Lulafaces a tight contest against con-
servative challengers in his bid for a
fourth term. Voters are no longer look-
ing for social utopias; they’re worried
about crime and making ends meet.

President Trump has of course put his

thumb on the scale; he conditioned a
$20 billion bailout on the victory of Mr.

tween 2000 and 2014. Governments had
money to throw around, and so they did,
withleaders like Mr. Lula, Evo Morales
of Bolivia and Hugo Chavez of Venezue-
laspending lavishly on social programs

‘was mainly confined to Colombia, Mex-
ico, and isolated regions of Bulivia and

deficit and liberate the animal spirits of
business. “Aﬁer ‘years of the political

shadow over the hemisphere’s politics.
If Lhe Lmual reaction to Mr. Trump’s

Peru. Now, g deadly turf
wars for conlml of Lhe retail drug mar-
ket across the hemisphere. They have

cla he
said in 2024, “today we're here to
shackle the state.” José Antonio Kast,

tsin Caracas was
muted msmosl].l.kely because the
majority of Latin Americans would be
relieved to see an end to Venezuela's
rotten dictatorship. If U.S. intervention

it could bring right-wing leaders even
closer to the Trump White House and
cemem Lheu- regmnal dominance. But

of Madurismo without

Milei’s party in midterm elections in and public payrolls. diversified into extortion, human traf- ‘who won his own sweeping victory in
Argentina, endorsed aright-wing candi- When lhe boom faded, cem.ns's and ficking and illegal mining, especially of Chile’s presidential election last monlh
date in Honduras and tried to pressure conser insome gold. They h: politicsand  has hailed Mr. Milei as “an inspis leads to a stable,
Brazil into dropping a criminal places ‘ﬂw A Chile and Brazil. i uel control over the lives of and amodel to follow to take Chile out of
against the former Jair Bol- But incomes weak many poorer citizens — penple who, as stagnauon " But. Argennna has a
sonaro. economic growth swiftly rendered their purchasing power uniquely
But his regional meddling is only one those governments unpopular. The late often yearn for rather namely the
factor among many. Nor can the right- 2010s brought a wave of social explo- than more state regulation. ment of the country’s economy by Mr.

ward turn be attributed merely to Latin
America’s chronic habit of anti-incum-
bency. The primary circumstances
behind this ascendant gener: anon of

sions — street protests driven by gener-
ations of young people who were more
educated than their parents but had
found lew opportunities toget ahead.

The two figures who most embody
this new right, Mr. Milei and President
Nayib Bukele of El Salvador; offer solu-
tions to these problems that might be

right-wing leaders
tion, criminal expansion, Venezuela's
terrible example — suggest that the
current turn might prove more durable
than past swings of the pendulum.

‘To understand this shift, look first at
what it replaced. The turn of the century
heralded a slew of left-wing populists
who capitalized on a desire for change
after the free-market economic reforms.
of the 1980s and 1990s, whose results
often disappointed. This original so-
called pink tide was fueled in part by a
commodity boom set in motion by
China’s industrialization; Latin Ameri-
ca's economies grew at an average
annual rate of around 3.5 percent be-

and social j the
issues of the day. Between 2018 and
2023, voters took their revenge, ousung
thei in200f23fi

ring portable. On the
one hand, by locking up over 1.5 percent
of his country’s adult pnpulauon, Mr.

Bukele rate and

and bringing leftist figures like Presi-
dent Gabriel Boric of Chile and Presi-
dent Gustavo Petro of Colombia to
power. But that second, weaker pink
tide proved short-lived.

The issues that most worry Latin
Americans have evolved in ways that
favor the right. Since the Covid-19 pan-
demic, which hit the region hard, voters”
focus has changed to the basics of life:
finding stable work, putting food on the

‘won the support of millions of Salvador-
ans. But El Salvador is a small country
that suffered specifically from a prob-
lem of: armed youth gangs. Inthe

Milei’s Peronist predecessors, in which
abewildering battery of controls and
subsidies produced mgh inflation,

Mr. Maduro, with the apparent backing
of Mr. Trump, could force these leaders
tochoose between their patron in Wash-
mgwn and their desire to excise what
fleft-wing fromthe

corruption and Some of his
fixes would not apply to Chile
—nor to many other countries in the
region.

Latin America’s new right may be
growing, but it remains loosely hetero-
geneous. Mr. Milei is a foul-mouthed
libertarian; Mr. Bukele is a millennial
authoritarian; Mr. Kastis a Catholic

and gang-g

erned !emtones in South Amenca or

vative. What most unites
them other than popuhst appealanda

Mexico,
sophisticated tools, from better intelli-
gence to better coordination between
the police, the courts and the prisons.
Mr. Milei, on the other hand, has

table and, per |, keeping
safe. Before 2000 thedrug business

to Argen-
tines by pledging to slash the fiscal

al toplease Mr.
‘Trump, is a shared anti-woke ideology:
hostility to abortion, women’s and gay
rights, and what they see as the interna-
tional human rights industry. Hardly a
foundation for a coherent movement.
Venezuela will continue to castalong

Inthe end, the durability of Latin
America’s latest shift will turn on how
successful these leaders are inimprov-
ing the lives of ordinary citizens, in
‘making them safer and less poor and
offering them better services like health
care, education and public transport.
‘They may have mastered the art of the
political stage, but now, the curtain rises
on the far less glamorous theater of
good governance.

MICHAEL REID is a former Americas
editor at The Economist and the author
of “Forgotten Continent: A History of
the New Latin America.”
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The

Can middle

powers like
Canada exist
between
America
and China?

binary logic of the Carney doctrine

Ross Douthat

thoritarian rival to its east.

The lessons of the Merkel era came to
my mind last week watching the praise
for Mark Carney, the prime minister of
Canada, after his speech in Davos de-
claring partial independence from an
American-led order.

There was much to admire in the
speech. Carney’s words were remark-
ably free of the cant upon which most
pulmcna.ns nowadays depend. He told

As Donald Trump rampaged about in his
first term, leadership of the free world
‘was transferred, by general liberal
acclamation, to Angela Merkel of Ger-
many. She was cast as the embodiment
of inter: nanunahstvirtue pruden!
broad-minded,

ist and expertise-driven above all.

Then Trump left office, Merkel left
office, and suddenly it was possible to
notice that her leadership of Germany
had been well-nigh disastrous.

The mismanaged eurozone crises
that followed the crash of 2008 and her
open door to Middle Eastern migrants
both contributed mightily to the col-
lapse of the very firewall against far-
right parties she was supposedly main-
taining. Much worse, she accepted, for
enlightened environmentalist reasons,
her country’s deindustrialization and an
ever-increasing reliance on Russian oil
and gas. And when Vladimir Putin
invaded Ukraine, it suddenly became
clear that Merkel’s legacy wasn'ta
strong alternative to Trump’s America;
it was a weak European core threat-
ened by and dependent upon an au-

tant truths, stressing espe-
cially me ways in which the liberal
inter defined
by power and self-interest as well as
idealism. He was correct to cast
‘Trump’s recent return to power as part
of a “rupture” with the post-Cold War
order and to emphasize great-power
competition as a key feature of this age.

Finally, his not-so-veiled threat to the
United States, the suggestion that
middle powers like Cauada need not be

ined by their Ameri-
can alliance, is an understandable
response to some of the absurdities that
‘Trump has visited upon our northern
neighbor — the “51st state” jibes (Cana-
da, of course, will bring at least 10 new
states when, I predict, it joins with us
someday), the excessive trade warring
and the Greenland gambit.

Butaswith Merkel, it's worth consid-
ering where the logic of Carney’s vision
of world order might lead. Certainly
middle powers can sometimes work
together against greater ones. Incru-
cial areas, though, the new world order

Rather, they often face abinary choxce,

inwhich the more i

China” logic applies to political ordering
as well. The United States under
‘Trumpian conditions has allowed popu-
lism to come to power, bringing chaos
and authoritarian behavior in its train.
Recoil from that by allmeans — but
recognize that it happened through
democratic mechanisms, under free-
wheeling political conditions.

Meanwhile, the modes through which
Europe and Canada have sought to
suppress populism involve harsh re-
strictions on speech, elite collusion and
other expression of managerial illiber-
alism. And what is China’s dictatorship
ifnot managerial illiberalism in full
flower? When European elites talk
about China as a potentially more stable
partner than the whipsawing United
States, when they talk admiringly about
its envlmnmemal goals and techno-

ity, they aren’t inga

‘without achlevmg thesecond leads, in
most scenarios

assert from the United States, the more
they risk subordination to China.

In the military arena, for instance, on
paper Europe and Canada are rich
enough torearm and form kind of

dation with Moscow and Beijing.
In the realm of artificial intelligence
the choice s even starker. American
and their Chi
h frontier, and it's

third force between the ‘numpxan
United States and the Si

very| hardto umgme afuture where the

quasi-axis, In practice, though, path
dependency and old age are powerful
forces. Disentangling from the Ameri-
can alliance is incredibly technically
difficult, and ramping up spending
whlle your welfare states cope with

isnot truly and its middle
powers are ill equipped to bandwagon.

political-

ly dxmcull And achlevmg the first

f A.L isn't forged by either
American nerd-kings or Communist
scientist-apparatchiks. It is possible
that either A.L future could lead to our
destruction. But there is not some third,
nonaligned A.I. path, and I don’t think
Ottawa s going to find one.

Finally,and most controversially, I
suspect the same “if not America, then

liberal alternative to Trumpian popu-
lism. They are letting the magnet of
Chinese power draw them away from
their own democratic traditions.

Or, one might counter, they’re being
pushed in that direction by Trump
himself. World leaders are fleshand
blood, andit’s hard to ask them tokeep
faith with America when the American

isinsulting and
them, not just telling impolitic truths.

So even though I am still betting on
the American future, I wouldn't ask
Mark Carney or any other leaders to
simply keep the faith. I would just ask
them to consider every step away from
usin light of the potential destination
and the powers waiting there.
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There’s a peculiar magic
in a winter snowstorm

Megan Craig

During the past several weeks, the
ground in Bethany, Conn., where I live,
has been pocked with wildlife tracks, a
ledger of activity made visible by snow.
Unlike last year, when hardly a flake fell
or stuck, this year we wake to white
drifts and forecasts of more on the way.
Significant snowfall arrives overnight
into days as hushed as prayer. The
blanketed evergreen boughs hang
heavy, and the twinkling lights winding
up the driveway eke out their glow from
under milky domes. The dog wakes
early tobark ata dry ball of

‘moment in which they are fully them-
selvesis lucky and rare, like catching

Time is running out for the Rohingya

Lucky Karim

If you've heard of my people, the Ro-
hingya, it is probably as faraway, face-
less victims of violence, displacement
and possible genocide — a people
defined by their suffering.

Yes, we are in crisis. We are a pre-
dominantly Muslim minority from
western Myanmar who have been
persecuted for decades. In 2017, the
country’s military began a campaign
that drove hundreds of thousands of us
across the border into Bangladesh,
where a generation of Rohingya is
growing up in refugee camps with no
end in sight.

Global md\fference prolongs our

inyour before
blinking them away.

‘Whenever it snows, I think not of
philosophers but of William Kentridge
and agummy eraser going over a char-
coal drawing, pushing light into the
dark. Most of the best writing about
snow has come from poets and nov-
elists: Wallace Stevens urging us to
listen in the snow for the “nothing that is
not there and the nothing that is,” James
Joyce describing the snow “falling
faintly” and “faintly falling” in the last
lines of “The Dead,” Ezra Jack Keats's
beloved Peter storing a snowbaliin his
pockel in “The Snowy Day" Jack Lon-

us

blowing across the white canvas of the
lawn.

After snowfall, for amoment, every-
thing is different than it was the day
before, Each shape softens, asif the
world has been converted from all caps
tolowercase. The outdoor palette sim-
plifies into fewer hues; the muddy
footprints and paw prints and the
mangy doormat on the front step are
buried, asif erased. A blanket of forgive-
ness.

Philosophers have not had much to
say about snow. In a short essay about
the cold from 2011, the poet Charles
Simic writes, “If only Plato and Socrates
had to scrape the ice off their wind-

shields... .” How
Its transi different might
is a bi ;:r:e things beiif, instead of
£i ‘xTIuck lazing under a plane
ofit. . tree with Phaedrus at
drifts of white gk nooninthe
lastforonlya  Grecian summer,
day or so. Socrates and the
beautiful boy had
trudged through

knee-deep snow. Would they have
talked, as they did, about love, language
and memory, about the myth of the
Muses who were so moved by humans
singing that they turned them into
cicadas? 1 doubt t, but we'll never know.

Snow never lasts, But, notwithstand-
ing Western philosophy’s infatuation
with the infinite and the unchanging,
the finite and the ephemeral are no less
divine. In the rare moments when phi-
losophers have mentioned snow, it
seems as if they are actually talking
about something else: Nietzsche’s
“snow-bearded winter sky” standing for
avast, concealing silence, Thoreau's
‘wintry morning for “sturdy innocence”
and “Puritan toughness.” The Norwe-
gian writer Karl Ove Knausgaard has a
book titled “Winter;" in which he de-
seribes the season as a transient, igno-
ble trickster trying (and failing) to
compete with spring, summer and fall.
It’s true that snow yields almost imme-
diately to brown slush and icy walkways
that can wreak havoc for those trying to
go places. But the transience of snow is
part of its magic. Thick drifts of white
last for only a day or so. The sky confet-
tied, a hush descending.

Poised between solid and fluid, snow
shares the poignancy of anything that
lives only in what Emerson calls “a
narrow belt,” a special zone between

between knowmg a fact and acknowl-
edging areality in “To Build a Fire,”
William Steig teaching us about hero-
ismin “Brave Irene.”

‘The last one, in particular, has a spe-
cial place in my heart. The story, in case
youdon't know it, is about alittle girl,
Irene, whose mother, a falls

plight. ian crises from Gaza
to Ukraine to Sudan are debated, con-
demned and covered extensively by
the media. Yet if the Rohingya are
noticed at all, it is as part of a distant
“forgotten” crisis — not as the people
living within it.

But we are not just victims, We are a
people with a long, distinctive history,
defined by faith, resilience and a deter-
mination to shape our future — a peo-
ple worth fighting for.

At last, there is a sliver of hope for
us.

This month, the International Court
of Justice opened hearings in The
Hague on whether Myanmar commit-
ted genocide against the Rohingya —
something the country denies — finally
opening a potential path toward ac-
countability and recognition of what
we've endured. The first full genocide
case brought before the court in more
than a decade, it will also seta wider

gunfire rang out in our village. The
army was attacking again. My parents.
decided that we should flee for our
lives. I haven't seen my home since.

Along with thousands of others
driven from their homes, we walked
for a week, crossing mountains on
waterlogged roads during the rainy
season, to Bangladesh. We ended up in
the vast refugee camps at Cox’s Bazar,
‘where more than a million Rohingya
live and where I spent the next six
years in a shelter made of bamboo and
tarp.

We lived with mosquitoes and frogs,
floods that swept away our shelters,
chilly winters and sweltering sum-
mers. We had no formal schooling or
jobs. Every day, more Rohingya
streamed in. Yet we've clung to who we
are. Neighbors shared what little they
had, drawing on traditions of village
kinship and generosity. We women
drew flowers or wrote our names on
our hands with henna during the Eid
__ holidays. Children all

M e around us played
an’l’iﬁl:ln ot games. And my
N o s mother planted
Just victims, banana trees that
‘We have seemed to embody
along, our will to survive
distinctive and grow.
history worth I taught myself

ing for. English by down-
fighting loading YouTube

videos of Ellen De-

Generes's talk show,
and by 15 was helping visiting delega-
tions, humanitarian activists and jour-
nalists who needed a translator. A year
later, I enrolled in college in the Bang-
ladeshi city of Chattogram and regu-
larly traveled back to the camp — six
hours by bus — to visit my family and

ill after completing a dress for a duch-
ess. Irene puts her mother to bed with
blankets and tea and sets off on footina
snowstorm to deliver the dress herself. [
read it aloud to my daughter on a snowy
night several years ago, just before she
outgrew the ritual of bedtime stories.

Irene gets caught in a fierce storm.
The wind howls and eventually snaps
the tree limbs around her and blows the
dressright out of the box and out of her
arms. She’s too far away from home to
turn back, and she presses on with the
empty box, ashamed and upset. Snow
falls as Irene trudges through deep
drifts. Night descends, and Irene twists
her ankle. After several pages showing
Irene freezing and alone, everything
getting harder and worse, Steig changes
course. Irene sees the duchess’s man-
sion aglow through the trees. She uses
her box as asled and flies down the
slope toward the light, finding (remark-
ably!) the pink dress splayed against a
tree just outside the door. She folds it in
her box and delivers it just in time for
the start of a party.

After we finished the story, I remem-
ber, my daughter looked visibly re-
lieved, if unconvinced. She had ques-
tions: Isn’t the dress wet and cold? Isn’t
Irene scared to knock on the door?
Doesn't she need a doctor? The baok,
‘which was meant to lull her to sleep,
instead left us debating the details with
our heads pressed into a pillow. I didn’t
have the answers. Still, the ending is
happy. The child is cozy. The mother
gets well. How unusual. How blessed.
The snow falls gently in fat flakes, set-
tling into the grooves of everything like
mortar mending all the cracks.

‘The French philosopher Jean Wahl
coined a term, “trans-descendence,” to
describe how spiritual things descend.
They fall sometimes like snow, coming.
all the way down to earth. Maybe not
forever. But it's good to be reminded,
however briefly, that the short, dark
days of winter include pristine quiet,
epic cold, the equanimity of nature, the
sunrising, visible breath, icy limbs, rosy
cheeks, and every now and then, light

for how an
conflict-ridden world responds to
large-scale violence and impunity.

But for the Rohingya, real change
could take years — time we don’t have
as cuts in aid by the United States and
other countries bring new hardships.

The refusal to see the Rohingya
begins in predominantly Buddhist
Myanmar itself, where the military
junta denies that we have a place. This
ignores the fact that for centuries our
home has been Myanmar’s Rakhine
State — a coastal crossroads between
South Asia and Southeast Asia, where
Buddhist and Muslim communities
lived alongside one another long before
colonial borders were drawn.

Generations of Rohingya have
grown up under constant fear — when
my mother wanted me to stop crying
she would say the words sure to quiet
any Rnlungya child: “The military is
coming.”

In August 2017, when I was 14, we
hid at home for days as the sound of

de other parents to
send their girls to school. They often
resisted, fearing that their daughters
might be targeted for being Rohingya,
or because in the camps education felt
meaningless. I told them how it had
transformed my life. Many parents
changed their minds, and their girls
are now studying.

Everything changed for me in 2022
when my family was selected for reset-
tlement in the United States under a
State Department program launched
during the Biden administration. In
December of that year, we arrived in
Chicago — the hometown of my role
model Michelle Obama — to starta
new life.

Americans have welcomed us with
kindness. We speak Rohingya at home
and eat spicy Burmese food as the
snow falls outside. We are thousands of
miles from Rakhine, but we are holding
on tightly to our language, customs
and memories of a distant home that
we hope to return to someday.

More than a million refugees remain
in these camps. Some of my friends
have had children there. I visited the
camps twice in recent years. Children
asked me the same questions I once
asked: Why are we still here? When
can I go to school? When can we go
home? I had no answers, and it broke
my heart.

Time is running out for the Rohingya
as U.S. cuts in foreign aid cascade
through the global effort to help us,
though the Trump administration has
subsequently pledged to continue
providing targeted support.

The United Nations’ response pro-
gram is far short of its financial tar-
gets; the World Food Program has
warned that funding constraints
threaten its ability to provide food aid,
raising the risk of increasing hunger
and malnutrition; and last year thou-
sands of schools in the camps had to
shut down, affecting more than 200,000
Rohingya children.

Bangladesh 's government has said
that it, too, is running out of resources

ATLAM FERGUSON FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Rohingya refugee teenagers at a camp in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, in 2024.

to help the Rohingya, and has called
for urgent international action. The
U.N!s refugee agency and aid groups
have warned that worsening condi-
tions in Myanmar and Bangladesh
have driven desperate refugees to
undertake dangerous sea journeys to
neighboring countries.

If the International Court of Justice
rules that genocide occurred, it could
strengthen global pressure on Myan-
mar to prevent further genocidal acts
and make it harder for countries to
continue to trade with or otherwise
engage with the junta.

But a ruling could take months, or
longer. In the meantime, without sus-
tained international support, Rohingya
exile and dispossession will continue.
‘We may be stateless and marginalized,
but we know who we are. The world
needs to see us, too.

LUCKY KARIM is a Rohingya human
rights advocate, the founder of Refugee
Women for Peace and Justice and a
Refugees International alumni fellow.

It's the end of NATO as we know it

MENON, FROM PAGE 1
something, you must possess it.

The United States, of course, doesn’t
own any of its fellow NATO members.
By Mr. Trump’s logic, their protection
therefore can’t be assured: It's not
clear that he would honor the alliance’s
self-defense clause, Article 5. In fact,
Mr. Trump has previously suggested
that he might not defend NATO allies
under threat and recently, when
pressed, wouldn’t rule out exiting
NATO over the Greenland controversy.
In a peevish speech in Davos, he
struck a plangent note. “We give so
much,” he said, “and get so little in
return.”

No president has created so much
doubt about America’s commitment to
trans-Atlantic security. That seems to

National

rigid yand ion.A falling out of darkness toblanket a stem from Mr. Trump’s disdain for
child’sinnocence, poetry, toast before it rough world. Let it snow. Europe, a senumem expxessed unspar-
goes cold, amar They ingly in his e

exist in just the right space at just the
right time, precariously balanced on an
edge. Catching them in that glorious

MEGAN CRAIG is an essayist, a visual
artist and an associate professor of
philosophy at Stony Brook University.

A MACEAY

Security Strategy. Released late last
year, the document paints Europe as
economically declining, at risk of “civi-
lizational erasure” and less important
than other regions, not least Latin
America and East Asia. It even ques-
tions whether some European coun-
tries will have the muscle required to
“remain reliable allies."

Europe, having courted Mr. Trump
with gifts, flattery and talk of “misun-
derstandings,” has finally begun to
show some resolve. In response to his
Greenland threats, Lhe Eumpean Par-
liament ion of the

next presidential election, the United
States is likely to be increasingly fo-
cused on China, the only plauslhle

bloc’s trade agreement with the United
States. European leaders mulled
counter-tariffs and, at the urging of
President Emmanuel Macron of
France, considered invoking the Euro-
pean Union’s anti-coercion instrument,
which enables the bloc to retaliate
against economic pressure. More
immediately, a Danish pension fund
said it would offload $100 million in
U.S. Treasuries.

Europeans are doubtless relieved
that the dispute over Greenland didn’t
boil over. But they are wrong if they
think that Mr. Trump alone is the prob-
lem. Even if he doesn’t seek an uncon-
stitutional third term, his “America
first” worldview and antipathy toward
Europe resonate within MAGA's ranks,
one of whose leaders could well suc-
ceed him. And if a Democrat wins the

to its global
Either way, Washington’s strategic
priorities will continue to shift else-
where.

For European leaders, infantilized
by decades of reliance on American
protection, a world without NATO is all
but unimaginable. But they must open
their minds. Only by jettisoning their
supine attitude and committing to
military autonomy can Europe, along
with Britain and Canada, free itself
from dependence on a country that,
more and more, views its traditional
allies with scorn and condescension.

The continent certainly has the
wherewithal to do so. Standard meas-
ures of military power — population,
gross domestic product, technological
advancement and the caliber of de-
fense industries — show that Europe
can attain security on its own. What it

ILLUSTRATION BY SAM WHITNEY THE HEW YORK TMES

lacks is the political will. Because
Europe consists of many sovereign
states, acting in unison is inherently
difficult. And some, particularly Poland
and the Baltic trio, remain wedded to
American protection for deeply rooted
historical reasons.

Yet these obstacles, while undeni-
able, aren’t insuperable. The European
Union, itself an ensemble of states, has
achieved astonishing economic and
political integration, including supra-
national institutions with substantial
power. Back in the 1950s, when Euro-
pean integration began, the federation
of today was unthinkable. Europe’s
own history shows what can be done.

In any case, its leaders don’t really
have a choice. They can either retreat
into fatalism or opt for political agency.
The latter will require rethinking their
America-centered security strategy
and making changes to modernize and
improve the continent's military hard-
ware and infrastructure. It will also

require revising their defense indus-
tries’ habit of duplicating production,
instead dividing up tasks based on
whose is best placed to do them.

There’s much work to be done, in-
cluding increasing investment in rapid-
maneuver armored formations, air
power, integrated air defenses, drones,
and command and control systems.
Change, at least, is afoot. NATO coun-
tries, America aside, have significantly
increased defense spending. Only two
allocated 2 percent of G.D.P. to defense
in 2014; by 2025, all had reached that
threshold and six were spending 3
percent or more. Their combined mili-
tary spending totaled $608 billion —
more than four times Russia’s expendi-
ture.

For all its hybrid high jinks and
bluster, Russia doesn’t pose an unman-
ageable military threat. Just look at
President Vladimir Putin’s shambolic
invasion of Ukraine. Nearly four years
into a war against a far weaker coun-
try, Russia’s armed forces have suf-
fered staggering losses in troops and
materiel, for meager gains, and are in
no condition to march on the rest of
Europe.

The war’s direct and indirect eco-
nomic costs, an estimated $2.4 trillion
so far, mean that Russia will spend
many years in recovery.

“Tell that to the Poles and Balts,” a
skeptic might counter. It’s a fair point.
But there’s no reason that Europe
‘cannot come up with a strategy to
protect its eastern flank, especially if it
forges a long-term defense partnership
with Ukraine by training Kyiv's troops,
selling it weaponry and helping to
modernize its defense industries.

Mountain air can be clarifying. In
Davos, European leaders have been
able to breathe in the fact that America
is no longer interested in European
security and may even be a threat to it.
The choice is clear. Europe can remain
a vassal of the United States, without
being able to count on its protection.
Or, by coming together, it can take
control of its own destiny.

RAJAN MENON is a professor emeritus of

international relations at the Colin

Powell School for Civic and Global

Leadership at the City College of New
ork.
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Ro and Our New Health Sherpas

Sometimes
you just have
to break the

cycle of
crazy—from
ObamaCare
subsidies to
ISIOE high st
By Andy prices and re-
Kessler bates for
drugs. “Prices
_— went  from
$1,300 to $149 in 18 months.
This never before happened in

healthcare, what

operates, “where patients are
far more in control of their
health. I think that the tradi-
tional healthcare system and
providers really transition
from gatekeepers to almost
like Sherpas.”

Ro vertically integrated
three currently separate com-
ponents: “a national digital
doctor’s office in 50 states
and D.C.” lab tests and its
own pharmacy. Ro, as Mr.

a big role. The first thing Ro
did was to “automate entire
phone calls with AL” driven
by its internal health data.
And more. If a patient mes-
sages about side effects, by
using Al, Mr. Reitano explains
that Ro can “pull it out, struc-
ture it, create a task and cre-
ate an urgent response where
needed, and reduce the re-
sponse time to a side effect by
70%.” Elsewhere, good luck
getting a doctor to respond.

were trying to do for de-
cades.” So explained Zach Re-
itano, a co-founder and CEQ
of telehealth company Ro,
about what happened with
weight-loss drugs Ozempic
and Wegovy last year.

“Patients really, really want
something covered,” Mr. Reit-
ano says. “Insurers said no.
What did pharma do? ‘OK,
we’ll give it to you directly,
and we’ll cut the price by
90%." ” That’s monthly, not in-
cluding the Ro membership
fee. Is this the new healthcare
model?

At 18, Mr. Reitano had a
congenital heart condition.
His father, a doctor, guided
him through the convoluted
medical system. His pre-
scribed heart medication
caused erectile dysfunction.
At 25, with further heart is-
sues, Mr. Reitano co-founded
Roman (now Ro) to make buy-
ing drugs for erectile dysfunc-
tion and other medical issues
easier and less embarrassing.
“As cheesy as it sounds, I
wanted to re-create my dad
with software.”

Mr. Reitano may end up re-
structuring how healthcare

Reitano puts it, “abstracts
away the ity for the
patient.”

Earlier this month, Novo
Nordisk launched Wegovy in
pill form, sold through Ro
and others. “There’s no PBM
or insurance company in that
discussion. There’s no whole-
saler in that

Direct-to-consumer
medical companies
could revolutionize
the industry.

There are three or four stake-
holders in the healthcare sys-
tem that don’t participate in
that integration. And as a re-
sult, you see the innovators
of the product in Novo and
Ro in the distribution channel
being able to seamlessly inte-
grate and lower the price for
patients.”

The circle of crazy is col-
lapsing. “Once the net prices
are clearly presented to peo-
ple, you see competition with
that clarity.”

Ro isn’t a pharmacy-bene-
fits manager, PBM. Ro is di-
rect to consumer. Erectile-dys-
function and weight-loss
drugs may be its camel’s nose
in the massive healthcare
tent. Ro’s sneaky value is all
the data it collects and stores
in its own healthcare records,
which patients control and
can even export.

Artificial intelligence plays

The true power is turning
healthcare from a reactive
system (I have a sore throat)
to a proactive one. Mr
Reitano envisions a future in-
teraction: “You didn’t sleep
well, and I've also noticed that
your heart rate’s been ele-
vated the last few days. Are
you stressed? Are you taking
any new medications? What’s
going on at work? Did you
have drinks the night before?
What food did you consume?”
The Sherpa emerges. New
sources of data have emerged
to help: iPhones counting
steps. Apple watches doing
EKGs. Oura rings rating your
sleep. DoorDash receipts.
Blood-pressure devices. Blood
tests. Body scans. Chatbots
reading moods. Next-genera-
tion toilets with sensors.

Or, Mr. Reitano suggests,
documenting “the food that

you order from Amazon to
your pantry and dinner.”
Maybe this is the excuse of all
those annoying people in res-
taurants who take photos of
their food. It’s for their health
records! The more data the
better. No doctor has ever
asked about my In-N-Out 4x4
burger indulgences, but 1
might volunteer this to my
telehealth provider after it
has built up enough trust and
surprised me by explaining
why, for example, I was so
tired last month.

Who owns the customer?
CVS would like to. So would
insurers. And doctors and
hospita]s Pharmaceutical
companies are beginning to go
direct to consumer—what
some call “Pharma to table.”
But Ro and competitors like
Hims are providing valuable
one-touchpoint data-absorb-
ing shops.

There are growing pains.
Ro, which has helped millions,
has received pushback on pri-
vacy, fees and even its deci-
sion to use Serena Williams as
an influencer to promote
GLP-1s without mentioning
side effects.

“We want to help patients
achieve their health goals,”
Mr. Reitano says. “That’s
what my dad did for me.”
Parents “listen more, they
fight harder, and they take
the longest view in the room.
That’s the healthcare plat-
form we’re building for pa-
tients.” No matter who wins,
consumers will be better off
and have more control over
their own health. That’s wel-
come progress.

Write to kessler@wsj.com.

Meet Trump’s Partners in Venezuela

Why does
President
Trump  call
Venezuelan
dictator Delcy
Rodriguez “a
terrific per-
son,” despite
her monstrous
human-rights
record and
her reputation
for corruption? It’s perplex-
ing—until one considers that
Chevron Corp. and Florida as-
phalt magnate Harry Sargeant
have long lobbied the presi-
dent for licenses to operate in
Venezuela, and Ms. Rodriguez
has been their counterpart in
Caracas.

The Guardian reported last
week that in October the U.S.
began considering Ms.
Rodriguez, right hand to then-
dictator Nicolds Maduro, to re-
place him. The British newspa-
per said it learned from
sources that she told the U.S.
she was on board with the re-
moval of her boss and ready to
cooperate with Washington.

“One factor was her prom-
ise to work with American oil
and her acquaintance with
Americans in the oil business.
‘Deley is the most committed
to working with US oil,” an ally
of hers said.”

It’s no secret the fashion-
conscious Marxist, who plays
pmg pong when she isn’t run-
ning the narco-trafficking po-
lice state, has made inroads
with foreign oil executives. Not
all, of course. ExxonMobil and
ConocoPhillips left the country

AMERICAS
By Mary
Anastasia
0’Grady

New York City Robs

By Nicole Ault

New York

s a snowstorm headed

for the city, local kids

were told that all the rit-

uals to induce a school cancela-

tion wouldn’t do them a lick of

good. Wear your PJs inside

out, flush ice cubes down the

toilet, pray—too bad. Monday

is “not going to be a traditional

snow day,” Mayor Zohran

Mamdani told NY1 on Friday.

Should the weather shut down

the streets, it will be a “remote
learning day.”

What a slip-up from the Big
Apple’s new socialist chief. Af-
ter the Covid-19 pandemic
made remote instruction nor-
mal, city officials imposed it on
one of childhood’s delights by
making it the go-to recourse
for snow days. Mr. Mamdani
still could have opted to give
kids a day off. But the state re-
quires 180 days of instruction,
and the school calendar, which
is negotiated with the union,
won’t budge.

“We are very tight on our
schedule,” said United Federa-

years ago. But for those still
making a buck off the repres-
sion of the Venezuelan people,
she’s the ideal despot, more
interested in power than ideol-
ogy and therefore “flexible.”

Mr. Trump’s own obsession
‘with oil might explain why he
disparaged opposition leader
Maria Corina Machado at a
press conference the day the
U.S. captured Mr. Maduro. He
claimed the wildly popular Ms.
Machado has neither “sup-
port” nor “respect” in Venezu-
ela. That's absurd. She is such
a threat to the regime that it
banned her candidacy for pres-
ident in 2024. Edmundo
Gonzélez, who took her place,
received 70% of the vote.

Ms. real diffi-

maybe we can involve her in
some way” in Venezuela.
That’s big of him. Then he
gushed again about the much-
hated Ms. Rodriguez. Flying
back from Davos, Switzerland,
last week, Mr. Trump again en-
gaged in moral equivalence: “I
get along well with both
sides.”

Trump happy talk aside, In-
terior Minister Diosdado Ca-
bello still controls the armed

Deley Rodriguez is
bad news. So are her
brother and her rival
Diosdado Cabello.

culty inside the administration
is that she has opposed U.S.
Treasury licenses for Chevron
and Mr. Sargeant’s asphalt op-
eration. Like most of the oppo-
sition, she wants to starve the
regime of hard currency. For
decades she has argued that
Venezuelan economic develop-
ment and a Caracas foreign
policy that fosters peace in the
region require democracy,
open competition and the rule
of law. She has been unwilling
to trade her ideals for good re-
views at Mar-a-Lago. As a re-
sult, according to my report-
ing, American friends of Delcy
have branded her a “radical.”

After Ms. Machado pre-
sented her Nobel Peace Prize
medal to Mr. Trump, he de-
clared her a “wonderful
woman,” and last week he
said, “I am talking to her and

tion of Teachers President Mi-
chael Mulgrew, “so the tradi-
tional snow days are gone.” He
blamed the “number of holi-
days,” which run the religious
gamut in New York City. Add-
ing a day to the school year is
presumably a union tussle that
Mr. Mamdani doesn’t want.
Easier to have students log in
online and call it a school day.

Class will be remote
on Monday. Blame
the teachers union.

But the decision will find
the mayor favor with few. “I
would like to build a snowman,
sled, and drink hot cocoa,” one
first-grader told CBS News
New York.

In 2024, the last time the
city enforced remote school on
a snow day, parents expressed
their displeasure to the New
York Post. “During COVID we
didn’t have a choice [but] I
swore they would never do re-
mote learning again,” said one

forces, police, intelligence and
the paramilitary known as
colectivos. His henchmen
roam the streets to put down
dissent.

The true measure of U.S.
control isn't the flow of oil
out of Venezuela but how
many political prisoners have
been released. Some are out.
But the U.S. ambassador to
the Organization of American
States estimated last week
that 1,000 remain behind bars.
And many of those no longer
in prison, like President-elect
Gonzidlez’s son-in-law, are un-
der gag orders.

There are rumors the pro-
Russia Defense Minister
Vladimir Padrino Lopez is ill
and looking for an exit ramp.
If that happens, Secretary of
State Marco Rubio may put it

in the win column. But as
long as Mr. Cabello remains
the thug behind the throne,
any such change would be
cosmetic.

Ms. Rodriguez’s priorities
go well with the Trump admin-
istration’s stated goals. She
has agreed to ship oil to the
U.S. for sale at market prices.
The revenue will go into spe-
cial accounts, with one domi-
ciled in Qatar. Some proceeds
are to go to Venezuela to cover
production costs and pay for
imports. Venezuela has already
received $300 million, accord-
ing to press reports. Ms.
Rodriguez is happy. The 28
million other Venezuelans, not
so much.

Whether getting cozy with
Delcy is a U.S. oil play—for a
relatively small share of the
global pool—or three-dimen-
sional chess aimed at eventu-
ally transforming Venezuela
into democracy, it’s a danger-
ous game. Ms. Rodriguez is
evil and manipulative and so is
her brother Jorge Rodriguez,
president of the regime-con-
trolled National Assembly. She
is out to buy time, and Mr.
Trump’s endorsement is help-
ing her.

Mr. Cabello and Ms.
Rodriguez are bitter rivals. It
isn’t a bad idea to use her to
check him and hold off any
chaos until midlevel military
officers, who are ready to re-
store democracy, can take
command. But to frame her as
a U.S. ally is foolish. She can’t
be allowed to stick around.

Write to O’Grady@wsj.com.

Kids of a Snow Day

Upper East Side mother, who
let her son go play outside. An-
other mom, in Staten Island:
“Just because we have this
technology, doesn’t mean we
have to use it.” The 2024 ex-
periment was a technical di-
saster: Many families were un-

able to log on. Service
provider IBM blamed a flawed
city contract.

Besides being a bummer,
the policy also disserves edu-
cation. “The cancellation of
snow day policy is not in the
interest of kids—after the pan-
demic, we all know that virtual
instruction doesn’t work,” says
the Manhattan Institute’s
Danyela Egorov in an email.
Seriousness about school
means ensuring the in-person
days happen, not pretending
that online school does the job.
Virtual school for one day is no
huge loss, but it facilitates the
pretense that remote school is
equal to in-person instruction.
It also makes it easier to revert
to virtual learning for other
reasons.

Other states know better.
New Jersey also requires 180

days of school, but it doesn’t
allow remote school on snow
days to count, despite legisla-
tive attempts several times
over the years to change that.
“Virtual school days, often uti-
lized for inclement weather, do
not adequately meet students’
needs,” Alaska’s education
commissioner said in 2024.

One of the delights of snow
is the surprise of it, interrupt-
ing the busyness of life with
stillness and beauty. “New
snow was falling!” discovers
the little boy Peter, waking up
on a wintry city morning, in
Ezra Jack Keats’s “The Snowy
Day.” How many adults, as well
as kids, don’t feel that same
joy?

Trust bureaucracy to wran-
gle a wonderful act of Provi-
dence to meet the stipulations
of union contracts and state
law. But perhaps eventually
Mr. Mamdani can show that in
one regard at least, he doesn’t
fit this big-government mold.

Ms. Ault is an assistant ed-
itorial page writer at the
Journal.

BOOKSHELF | By D.G. Hart
Sacrifice Across
The Centuries

On the Altar

By Jonathan Sheehan
Princeton, 608 pages, $39.95

ne of the most shocking poems in Protestant hymn-

books is William Cowper’s “There Is a Fountain Filled

with Blood.” A 1772 meditation about the crucifixion
by a man who struggled with depression all his life, the
hymn dwells on Christ’s gory death and evokes the meta-
phor of sinners bathing in blood. “There is a fountain filled
with blood, / Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; / And sinners,
plunged beneath that flood, / Lose all their guilty stains.”
‘The hymn, reprinted in hymnbooks since the late 18th cen-
tury, is still sung by many Presbyterian and Baptist congre-
gations in the U.S. and the UK. So abrasive are its words
and affecting its tune that the agnostic and irreverent jour-
nalist H.L. Mencken recalled it as a favorite of Sunday
school kids in his boyhood.

The Cowper hymn reminds us of the powerful grip
human sacrifice has had on Western culture from its begin-
ning till now. For two millennia Christians have featured the
Romans’ execution of Jesus of Nazareth as a formative part
of devotion for children and adults alike. As traumatic as

such piety might seem, Jona-

than Sheehan’s “On the Altar”
shows convincingly that
human sacrifice and its multi-
ple meanings and practices
have shaped the intellectual
history of the West. Even
when Sigmund Freud secular-
ized the idea of sacrifice in
“Totem and Taboo” (1913) by
linking ritual killing to the for-
mation of tribal clans, he was
tipping his cap to the abiding
power of sacrifice. “The lavish
rites of the Hebrew Bible”
and “the wild offerings of the
ancient Greeks and Romans,” Mr.
Sheehan writes, “never really disappeared” but “lived their
own afterlives in a dreamworld” of religious, political and
anthropological creation.

“On the Altar” is a magnificent work of scholarship. Mr.
Sheehan’s aim is simple—to prove the importance of sacri-
fice in the art, philosophy, politics and liturgy of the West.
He succeeds by covering sources that run from Plutarch’s
lives to 20th-century paintings such as Paul Klee’s “The
Lamb” (1920) or Marc Chagall’s “Sacrifice of Isaac” (1966).
Along the way, Mr. Sheehan, a professor of history at the
University of California Berkeley, supplies close readings of
scores of texts, paintings and sculptures whose beautiful
reproductions almost qualify “On the Altar” for a place on
the coffee table.

Western history is replete with disputes over sacrifice.
Early Christian writers condemned pagan sacrifices—those
of the Gauls, who killed children, or the Taurians, who sacri-
ficed foreign visitors to satisfy the gods. The sacrifice of
Jesus and its commemoration in the Mass became a major
theological and sometimes military contest between 16th-
century Protestants and Roman Catholics. Perhaps less fam-
iliar to most readers but no less absorbing is the book’s
treatment of colonial Spanish missionaries’ encounter with
Aztec rituals. The Aztecs’ system of rites, Mr. Sheehan
observes, constituted “an active culture of sacrifice on a
scale and complexity to rival that of Greece and Rome.”

Yet the theme of human sacrifice persisted as a subject
for deep rumination even after advances in science, industry
and wealth insulated the West’s creative classes Erom
ancient and rites. Early of -
ism in both the U.S. and France, for instance, employed sac-
rifice as an ideal of genuine citizenship. One Connecticut
pastor in 1784 preached a sermon that compared the Conti-
nental Army’s soldiers’ deaths to martyrs whose blood
should “be ever treated as sacred.” Not much later, Maximil-
ien Robespierre claimed to be ready “to trace with my blood
the route which must lead my country to happiness and to

Early Christian writers condemned pagan
sacrifices while debating among themselves
the meaning of the death of Jesus.

Liberty.” Once the zeal of republican liberty cooled, 19th-
century universities pmvxded homes to such scientists of
sacrifice as et ists, histori-
ans and anthropologists. I.n this academic setting a consen-
sus emerged, as the legal scholar Henry Sumner Maine
argued, that sacrifice had been the basis for social order
and political association.

The author’s breadth of learning and command of sources
is a wonder. If the narrative isn’t always easy to follow,
the reason is that his time periods and characters keep
changing. To say that “On the Altar” functions more like
an encyclopedia than a monograph may sound like criticism.
It isn’t. Mr. Sheehan accomplishes here what might other-
wise take hundreds of scholars to produce in a standard
reference work. This is a major scholarly achievement,
all the more so because so much contemporary academic
publishing pursues social justice and other predictable
themes.

Some academic flourishes make the book at times less
readable than necessary. One of its themes contrasts auton-
omy and heteronomy. Mr. Sheehan explains that Christian
history is not a story of autonomy, a notion of self-control
he borrows from Kant’s ethics. Instead, the history of sacri-
fice is one of heteronomy—that is, being subordinate to
“forces that we do not control.” That framing may be clear
in Mr. Sheehan’s mind, but it distracts from a straightfor-
ward account of how sacrifice functioned for religious and
political leaders.

Also unclear is Mr. Sheehan’s discussion of imagination, a
concept he describes as “the ideational furnishings that cre-
ate and make sense of the world around us”; imagination is
a way of making and remaking the world by combining
“jumbled inheritances” with new discoveries. This is not
wrong, but it may leave readers struggling to keep up with
the author’s ingenuity, even as they try to keep straight all
Mr. Sheehan’s sources from the ancient, medieval and mod-
ern eras.

Had he provided more points of access like his quote from
the 1970s rock star Patti Smith—“Jesus died for somebody’s
sins . . . but not mine”—his book might be more approach-
able than it is. But for those who can supplement “On the
Altar” with their own awareness of sacrifice, whether from
Sunday school or Top 40 playlists, their encounter with this
formidable book will be richly rewarded.

M. Hart, who teaches history at Hillsdale College, is the
author of “Benjamin Franklin: Cultural Protestant.”
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Time for ICE to Pause in Minneapolis

hen Donald Trump visited the Jour-

nal in October 2024, he was asked

how he’d implement his mass de-
portation policy to avoid ap-
pearing to be cruel and invit-
ing a political backlash.

His answer was surprisingly
nuanced. He said he had to de-
port illegal migrants because
“we can’t handle these people
coming in right now. But the interest from the
heart, yeah, something’s got to be done. I'm not
going to do that [separate families]. I can’t do
that. Okay, thank you. Really good question. I
mean, there’s some human questions that get in
the way of being perfect, and we have to have the
heart, too. Okay?”

Fifteen months later in Minneapolis, there
isn’t much heart in Immigration and Customs
Enforcement. The Saturday shooting of Alex
Pretti, as he lay on the ground surrounded by
ICE agents, is the worst incident to date in what
is becoming a moral and political debacle for
the Trump Presidency.

* % %

Videos of an event aren’t always definitive,
but this is how it looks to us. Pretti attempted,
foolishly, to assist a woman who had been pep-
per-sprayed by agents. Multiple agents then
tackled Pretti, and he had a phone in one hand
as he lay on the ground. An agent discovered
a concealed gun on Pretti, and disarmed him.
An agent then shot Pretti, and multiple shots
followed.

The Trump Administration spin on this sim-
ply isn’t believable. Stephen Miller, the political
architect of the mass deportation policy, called
Pretti a “domestic terrorist.” He was a nurse
without a criminal record.

Kristi Noem, the Homeland Security secre-
tary, said the fact that he carried a gun and (she
said) two magazines, meant he “arrived at the
scene to inflict maximum damage on individu-
als and to kill law enforcement.”

But he had a license to carry a gun, which
was legally concealed, not carried in his hand
as some claimed. He was carrying his phone.
To hear the ardent gun-rights advocates of the
Trump Administration claim he had malicious
intentions because he carried a concealed
weapon is bizarre.

Pretti made a tragic mistake by interfering
with ICE agents, but that warranted arrest,
not a death sentence. The agents may say
they felt threatened, but it’s worth noting
the comments over the weekend by police
around the country who say that this isn’t

Alex Pretti made a
mistake, but he wasn’t
a ‘domestic terrorist.

how they conduct law enforcement.

Either many ICE agents aren’t properly
trained, or they are so on edge as they face op-
position in the streets that
they are on a hair trigger. Ei-
ther way, this calls for re-
thinking how ICE conducts it-
self, especially in Minneapolis
as tensions build.

* % %

After the shooting of Renee Good two weeks
ago, both Minnesota Democrats and Mr. Trump
had a chance to calm the furies. Mr. Trump in-
stead sent 1,000 more immigration officers on
top of the 2,000 already there. Minneapolis has
only 600 police officers.

Gov. Tim Walz could have urged his citizens
to avoid confrontations with ICE. Instead he
made a video urging them to go into the streets
with phones and film ICE agents, whether or
not they are performing lawful searches under
federal immigration law. His rhetoric is incen-
diary and describes ICE as a lawless terrorist
operation. Another tragedy was inevitable, and
there will be more if this continues.

Whether he likes it or not, most of the bur-
den now lies with Mr. Trump as the President
who controls ICE. He would be wise to pause
ICE enforcement in the Twin Cities to ease ten-
sions and consider a less provocative strategy.
Yes, many on the left would conclude that their
civil disobedience has paid off. But Mr. Trump
can still pursue enforcement with a smaller
force and a strategy aimed at criminals, not at
hotel maids and gardeners.

Mr. Trump and his advisers could also help
themselves, and the country, by explaining
what they are trying to do and sounding concil-
iatory. Ms. Noem and Mr. Miller aren’t credible
spokesmen. Their social-media and cable-TV
strategy is to own the libs, rather than to per-
suade Americans.

This is backfiring against Republicans. The
violence in Minneapolis has erased the state’s
welfare fraud from the headlines, which no
doubt pleases Mr. Walz. It’s also given Demo-
crats in Washington an excuse to shut down the
government a second time over the Homeland
Security funding bill.

Mr. Miller’s mass deportation methods are
turning immigration, an issue Mr. Trump
owned in 2024, into a political liability for Re-
publicans in 2026. Americans don’t want law
enforcement shooting people in the street or
arresting five-year-old boys. The President who
said you have to have a heart in enforcement
ought to show some.

Thank Heaven for Coal Power

he weekend’s arctic blast has put

much of the U.S. grid through a stress

test and served as another alert about
the growing risks to electric-
power reliability. Americans
can be grateful the Biden
crowd didn’t succeed in forc-
ing all coal plants to shut
down.

The North American Elec-
tric Reliability Corp. warned in November that
“extreme winter conditions extending over a
wide area could result in electricity supply
shortfalls.” That’s what happened. Frigid tem-
peratures supercharged demand in areas where
Americans use electricity for heating, especially
in Texas.

In the Northeast and Midwest, where more
people get heat from natural gas, less fuel was
available for power plants. Add weather-caused
plant outages, and you have all the ingredients
for a grid emergency. Grid operators, the utili-
ties and the Trump Energy Department had to
pull out all stops to keep the lights and heat on
for tens of millions of Americans.

Utilities in the Midwest on Saturday directed
customers to lower thermostats, unplug “non-
essential appliances,” and reduce temperature
settings on electric water heaters. Hope you en-
joy lukewarm showers and curling up in a heavy
coat with a book.

The Energy Department also waived emis-
sions rules so fossil-fuel plants could run at

The energy source Biden
tried to shut down rode
to the deep-freeze rescue.

maximum capacity. Early Sunday morning, coal
accounted for some 40% of power in the Mid-
west’s MISO grid, 24% in the eastern U.S. PJM
Interconnection and 18% in
Texas, with most of the rest
coming from natural gas and
nuclear.

New York’s blockade on
gas pipelines has constrained
the fuel supply for power
plants across New England. Power plants in
the region had to resort to burning oil, which
accounted for 40% of electricity at times of
peak demand. Get this—the region generated
more power from burning wood and trash than
from wind power.

The climate crowd claims that solar, wind
and batteries can replace fossil fuels, but those
sources contributed little power in most places
over the weekend. Wind and solar aren’t reli-
able during inclement weather. Batteries can
discharge power only for a few hours at a time,
which doesn’t much help during a storm that
stretches for a day or two.

The deep-freeze energy scare underscores
why the Energy Department issued emergency
orders in recent months to “stop the political
closure of coal plants” in the Midwest. The grid
needs all the coal power it can get when tem-
peratures plunge or skyrocket. Environmental
groups have challenged the department’s or-
ders. Is the goal to reduce carbon emissions by
making Americans freeze?

What Paris Pays to Keep Le Pen at Bay

politicians are prepared to pay, literally,

to keep the insurgent-right National Rally
out of power. Someone might
soon start asking whether it’s
worth the cost.

That’s how to read the bud-
get plan Prime Minister Sé-
bastien Lecornu muscled
through the National Assem-
bly. Mr. Lecornu—whose boss, President Em-
manuel Macron, was supposed to be an eco-
nomic reformer—patched together a budget
larded up with green projects, subsidized stu-
dent meals and welfare benefits. Taxes on pro-
ductive companies will go up, revenue is due to
surge to 44% of GDP, and public debt may reach
120% of GDP next year.

Great job, guys. This isn’t a plan for eco-
nomic growth or fiscal rectitude (last year Mr.
Lecornu also ditched Mr. Macron’s earlier suc-
cess in raising the retirement age). The sole
purpose of this budget is to win enough support
from the Socialist Party rump in the National
Assembly to avoid triggering another govern-
ment collapse and possibly a snap legislative
election that Marine Le Pen’s National Rally
could win.

| \ rench voters last week saw what their

The latest budget is a
growth-killing gimmick
to avoid an election.

The last time Mr. Macron called an election
in 2024, it backfired. He hoped to call voters’
bluff after several election cycles in which they
had delivered good results to
Ms. Le Pen’s party. Instead,
voters elected a parliament
split among the National
Rally and a far-left bloc with
Mr. Macron’s centrists in the
middle.

Mr. Macron has since abandoned any pre-
tence of an economic-growth agenda. Succes-
sive budget proposals at best have modestly
slowed the rate of increase of government
spending while leaving entitlements untouched.
It’s all an attempt to peel away Socialist Party
support from the rest of the left-wing contin-
gent into a coalition of the losers. Anything to
avoid another election.

Meanwhile, a National Rally election win is
1o longer the greatest risk facing France. Eco-
nomic decline is. Ms. Le Pen’s party probably
can’t do much better given its own welfarist pre-
dilections, but Mr. Macron has given up trying.
It may take several election cycles for voters to
sort out this mess, so the sooner they start, the
better. More dumb budget gimmicks will rack up
the costs of delaying the inevitable.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Responding to the Iranian Foreign Minister

Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed
Abbas Araghchi in his op-ed “Iran’s
Regime Defends Its Crackdown” (Jan.
21) employs the power of the cre-
ative imagination to deflect respon-
sibility for the recent mass killings
on the streets of Iran’s cities by the
Tehran regime.

Around 16,500 people are reck-
oned to have died in the recent un-
rest, along with a further 330,000 in-
jured. In the foreign minister’s
account, “black-clad groups of
masked terrorists” used “rifles and
handguns” to “mow down innocent
demonstrators on our streets.”

Who were these mysterious “ter-
rorists” who suddenly materialized,
fully armed, and deployed en masse
in the open, throughout the cities of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, one of
the most heavily policed and sur-
veilled countries in the world? Mr.
Araghchi doesn’t quite tell us, but it
is fairly clear what he wants us to
believe.

After President Trump warned,
Mr. Araghchi suggests, that “Iran
would face consequences if protes-
tors were killed,” a “horrific strat-
egy” of “maximum bloodshed” by
“plotters,” was put into motion.
Their intention? To “drag the U.S.
into fighting another war on behalf
of Israel.”

But who were the plotters? The

foreign minister mobilizes an ironic
tweet by former CIA Director Mike
Pompeo about Israeli agents on
street corners in Iran as evidence re-
vealing the Israeli Mossad’s “infiltra-
tion of street protests.” Ah.

The foreign minister doesn’t ex-
plain why, after a supposedly secret,
murderous and successful mission,
allies of Israel would then choose to
compromise their friends by drop-
ping hints pointing the finger at
them to those capable of reading the
tea leaves.

Beyond Mr. Pompeo’s tweet, we
must apparently take Mr. Araghchi’s
word for it that a mass deployment
of armed, uniformed Israelis some-
how contrived to appear in Iran’s
streets, slaughter protestors and
then just as mysteriously vanish
without a trace.

Logic, testimony of survivors and
available footage would all appear
to point in a different direction.
About 16.500 Iranians have been
murdered on the streets of the
country’s cities by “groups of [pos-
sibly] masked terrorists.” The ter-
rorists in question were members of
the security forces of the brutal re-
gime of which Mr. Araghchi himself
is a servant.

JONATHAN SPYER
Middle East Forum
Jerusalem

The Left’s Nonprofit Problem Goes Way Back

Barton Swaim is insightful as al-
ways in highlighting the influence of
left-wing foundations on our politics
(“Democrats’ Nonprofit Problem,”
Unruly Republic, Jan. 22), but it’s im-
portant to point out that the problem
long predates his flashpoint date of
2010. In fact, Henry Ford II made
front-page news by resigning from
the Ford Foundation in 1977 over its
assaults on capitalism, writing “that
the system that makes the founda-
tion possible very probably is worth
preserving.”

Even before that, presidents of both
parties worried about the foundation’s
leftward drift. On April 10, 1968, Lyn-
don Johnson aide Joseph Califano
wrote a memo suggesting that John-
son meet with “someone with a com-
pletely open mind,” such as Ford
Foundation head McGeorge Bundy. To
this, Johnson responded, “Ha! Ha!”

And in 1971, Richard Nixon com-
plained to Henry Kissinger about the

Ford Foundation’s sponsorship of the
travel of Nixon’s potential 1972 oppo-
nent, Democratic Senator Edmund
Muskie: “Did you know the Ford
Foundation has financed all of Mus-
kie’s trips to Africa? Now that’s a
foundation for you. Now, Muskie is a
Presidential candidate. I traveled for
eight years by myself. I paid it all out
of my own pocket. I earned the
money by writing for the Reader’s Di-
gest, Henry. And with a $250,000 law
firm practice, and I made $250,000
on my book, I financed the whole
goddamn thing. Did I ever hear a
word from the Ford Foundation? How
many foundations suggested, ‘Look,
Nixon, the former Vice President, is
going to make this trip abroad. You're
going on a non-partisan basis. We’d
like to help?’ No. They finance this
son-of-a-b— Muskie.”
Tevi TROY
Ronald Reagan Institute
Silver Spring, Md.

Strategic Gains Come Cheap With Greenland

Some foreign-policy analysts,
seeking a more defensible alterna-
tive to President Trump’s call for
outright U.S. ownership of Green-
land, have suggested a compact of
free association (“Pacific Islands Re-
flect Potential U.S. Deal,” World
News, Jan. 20). A compact with
Greenland would be expensive, un-
necessary and strategically redun-
dant, offering the U.S. little that it
doesn’t already have while creating
new costs and risks.

The compacts of free association
with the Marshall Islands, Microne-
sia and Palau were negotiated to re-
solve a specific historical reality.
These islands had long been under
U.S. administration. By the time of
independence, the U.S. was deeply
embedded in and paying for their
daily governmental operations. The
question wasn’t whether the U.S.
would remain involved, but how. The
U.S. secured exclusive military ac-
cess, basing and overflight rights—
the importance of which were
proved by the World War II Pacific
Island-hopping campaign and remain
critical today.

Greenland presents the opposite
case. The U.S. already enjoys access
to bases and overflight rights there,
while Denmark bears the cost of gov-
ernance, infrastructure and social
services. A compact would shift
those responsibilities to American
taxpayers without delivering new
strategic benefits. Nor would it se-
cure access to Greenland’s resources.
Compact states retain full sover-
eignty and may accept investment

from any country. Greenland benefits
from Denmark’s robust governance
and political ballast, making it less
vulnerable to Chinese malign influ-
ence than it would be as a small in-
dependent country. The U.S. doesn’t
need a compact with Greenland. It
already has what it needs, and Den-
mark is already paying the bill.
LAURA STONE
Falls Church, Va.
Ms. Stone is a former U.S. ambas-
sador to the Republic of the Marshall
Islands.

A Signature Is the New Bloat

Regarding Alan Blinder’s op-ed
“A Year In, Trump’s Economy Is
Worse Than the Numbers” (Jan.
22): Mr. Blinder writes that “the
president’s supporters point to the
benefits (and ignore the costs) of
deregulation.”

The better argument against the
president’s policy isn’t the cost of
deregulation, but rather that while
he has reduced administrative reg-
ulation, he imposes similar burdens
through executive order or jawbon-
ing from the bully pulpit. Tariffs
and other trade restrictions, limits
on credit-card interest and a ban
on institutional investment in
homes and pharmaceutical price
regulation are no less burdensome
because they are imposed by exec-
utive order instead of administra-
tive rule-making.

DAvID PETERSON
Orlando, Fla.
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Is a Four-Year Degree Worth It?

By Sian Leah Beilock

Hanover, N.H.
amilies across the U.S. are
questioning whether a
four-year degree is worth
it. Student debt has
soared. Recent graduates

are struggling in a rapidly changing
job market. Colleges can also be too
ideological: On many campuses, stu-
dents are exposed to a limited range
of perspectives, signaling to them
what rather than how to think.

American higher education has a
trust problem. We shouldn’t pretend
otherwise, and it won’t solve itself.
In 2026 I'd like to see colleges and
universities across the country take
steps to restore trust. As president
of Dartmouth College, I'm commit-
ted to this goal, and how to restore
public confidence in higher educa-
tion animates conversations among
my presidential peers.

1f colleges and universities
want families to answer
‘yes, they’ll need to make
some changes on campus.

Assuming that most Americans
value our mission is a recipe for ir-
relevance and decline. We must
demonstrate to students and fami-
lies—and to the broader public—that
we’ve heard their criticisms and will
address them. I see five areas where
we can build back trust.

First, make college affordable. If
the public no longer believes it is a
good investment, that’s a problem.
Solving it starts with lowering the
cost. Every leading university needs
to demonstrate a measurable com-
mitment to affordability. At Dart-
mouth, we have replaced loans with

a combination of scholarships,
grants and work-study options in
our financial-aid packages and now
offer free tuition for families earn-
ing $175,000 or less. This model is
expensive, but it's worth every
penny if we want lower- and middle-
class families to see a four-year de-
gree as within reach. Dartmouth is
fortunate to have generous alumni
who provide funding that makes
programs like this possible.
Second, the return on investment
matters. Affordability isn’t enough.
A college education is one of the
largest investments a family will
ever make, and there must be an un-
deniable return. Institutions should
be held accountable for student out-
comes: Are our graduates getting
jobs, pursuing meaningful work, and
contributing to their communities?
At Dartmouth, we’re moving to-
ward a guarantee: a paid internship
or comparable experiential opportu-
nity for any student who wants one,
supported by four-year career- and
life-planning programs that begin
during freshman year. Other schools
have different models. The Univer-
sity of Tulsa commits to making
sure that students who participate
in a career-development program ei-
ther land a job or get accepted into
graduate school. Curry College takes
responsibility for its students’ loans
for up to 12 months or provides a
paid internship or free graduate-
school credits if graduates aren’t
employed. Colleges and universities
should all embrace the same princi-
ple: We own the return on invest-
ment, not only the tuition bill.
Third, re-center higher education
on learning rather than political
posturing. Too often, colleges and
universities have participated in the
culture wars. The result is an envi-
ronment in which students and fac-
ulty feel they must toe an ideologi-
cal line rather than explore ideas

that fall outside prevailing norms.

Our institutions must reclaim a
narrower, firmer sense of our role.
That means embracing institutional
neutrality—or restraint, as we call it
at Dartmouth—on issues that don’t
directly affect our mission or core
functions. When we, as institutions,
rush to issue statements every time
there’s a national or global contro-
versy, we signal there’s a “right” po-
sition and that opposing views are
unwelcome.

We must ensure that students can
encounter the best arguments, as-
sess evidence and reach their own
conclusions. That requires a campus
culture where controversial speakers
are heard rather than canceled,
where disagreement is expected
rather than feared, and where peo-
ple can explore ideas without being
defined by them.

The infrastructure for this al-
ready exists—it’s the classroom. Uni-
versities must double down on sup-
porting faculty who provide
structured opportunities for dis-
agreement on complex issues and

provide clear protections for faculty,
staff and students who voice unpop-
ular views. On my campus, Dart-
mouth Dialogues promotes discus-
sion across differences. Promoting
healthy debate isn’t a partisan proj-
ect. It is the precondition for any se-
rious education.

Fourth, emphasize equal opportu-
nity, not equal outcomes. One quiet
way we’re undermining trust is by
erasing meaningful performance dis-
tinctions. Grade inflation—especially
at elite universities—reduces a tran-
script’s significance. Employers no-
tice; so do students. When an A is
the default, it stops meaning “excel-
lent.” It means “I showed up.”

We must be willing to reintroduce
differentiation. That could include
policies like forced medians, distri-
bution guidelines or being transpar-
ent about grades given. Recently our
faculty voted to keep median grades
on students’ transcripts because
they believe that more information
is better than less. Ours is the only
Ivy League school that does this.

At the same time, we must defend

a genuine meritocracy of ideas. Re-
search funding, faculty hiring and
academic recognition should be
grounded in scholarly excellence, not
ideological litmus tests.

Fifth, testing is important. Dart-
mouth was the first Ivy League uni-
versity to reinstate an SAT/ACT re-
quirement after a test-optional
period during the Covid pandemic.
We did so because a study con-
ducted by our faculty showed that
tests are a valuable tool for identify-
ing high-performing students who
might otherwise be overlooked. Yes,
test scores are imperfect—all mea-
sures are. Test performance is corre-
lated with family income, but it
turns out that recommendation let-
ters and summer experiences are
even more so. Taken as part of a ho-
listic applicant review, test scores
help us fulfill the American promise
of upward mobility based on talent
and effort. Meritocracy and diversity
aren't at odds.

Next month, I'll join other univer-
sity presidents at a summit in Wash-
ington hosted by the Association of
American Universities to continue
the conversation about how univer-
sities can take responsibility and be
held accountable for our actions. I
hope we’ll move beyond defensive-
ness and talk of federal compacts
and instead take action.

We should leave the table having
made specific commitments. We
won’t agree on everything. One size
won’t fit all. But we must agree that
the status quo is untenable. If we’re
willing to reform ourselves—to lis-
ten, change and recommit to our
core mission—we can again be a
trusted engine of the American
dream, scientific breakthroughs and
the global economy. This work can’t
wait. It starts now, with us.

Ms. Beilock is president of
Dartmouth College.

Scott Bessent and Gavin Newsom Feud Over a Dumb Idea

Amid  President
Trump’s fracas with
the Europeans over
Greenland, a play-
ground fight last
week broke out at
Davos between Cali-

LIFE X ;
SCIENCE fornia Gov. Gavin
By Allysia Newsom and Trea-

4 sury Secretary Scott
Finley Bessent over . . . in-
_— stitutional investors’

buying homes. Yes, seriously. Such are
our puerile political times that (sup-
posedly) grown men will trade childish
barbs over anything.

Each is angry at the other for
stealing his scapegoat for high hous-
ing prices. President Trump last week
directed government agencies to re-
strict Wall Street investors from buy-
ing homes to rent. Mr. Newsom an-
nounced plans to do the same earlier
this month. Opportunistic minds
think alike. Both are wrong.

Institutional investors are a favor-
ite pifiata for politicians who don’t
want to tackle the real drivers of hous-
ing prices: government policies that
constrain supply and goose demand.

Wall Street investors bought
homes at fire-sale prices after the
collapse of the 2000s housing bubble.

The federal government encouraged
them to do so to put a floor on prices.
But since early 2024, they have been
selling off homes on net.

In some places, institutional inves-
tors are buying homes from builders,
‘which struggle to find individual buy-
ers who can afford the higher down
payments and monthly mortgage
payments required today. If investors
didn’t buy these homes, many would
be sitting empty or never completed
in the first place.

Even so, institutional investors
own roughly 1% of homes nationwide
and, notably, a larger share in metro
areas with lower prices—about 1.3%
in Atlanta, Dallas and Nashville,
Tenn.—than in more-expensive mar-
kets like Los Angeles, San Diego and
San Francisco (around 0.2%). That's
because rents in markets with higher
prices produce paltry returns.

About 20% of single-family homes
nationwide are owned by investors,
but small businesses that own fewer
than 10 properties manage three-
quarters of rented homes. Mr. Bes-
sent assured Fox Business’s Maria
Bartiromo that the president’s order
‘would exempt such investors: “Some-
one—maybe your parents, for their
retirement, have bought 5, 10, 12

homes. So we don’t want to push the
mom and pops out, we just want to
push everybody else out.”
Progressives were quick to note that
most Americans don’t own a dozen
homes to furnish their nest eggs. On
the other hand, most mom-and-pop in-
vestors are small businesses. Mr.
Newsom pounced on the inartful re-
mark, tweeting out a sound bite from
the interview with the caption: “Could
this smug man be more out of touch?”

Institutional investors are
a distraction from the real
causes of high home prices
—government policies.

The insult was rich from a gover-
nor who was caught during Covid
lockdowns dining at Napa Valley’s
French Laundry, where one dinner
can cost more than a monthly mort-
gage payment. It’s also rich for Mr.
B t—wh i

a
hedge fund and has personally
bought and sold more than $127 mil-
lion worth of real estate—to scape-
goat Wall Street investors.

Maybe Mr. Newsom’s barb hit too
close to home. The Treasury secretary
hit back by likening the governor to
Patrick Bateman from the movie
“American Psycho” and to Sparkle
Beach Ken, a Barbie doll companion.
The feud devolved from there. Who
won? Not the American people. The
scuffle gave the governor the atten-
tion he craves and distracted from the
real causes of high home prices.

The reason a two-bedroom shanty
in Los Angeles can cost upward of $1
million isn’t speculation by Wall Street
investors. Burdensome permitting, en-
vironmental laws and zoning regula-
tions limit construction and constrain
supply. Importantly, the flip side of
supply is demand, which government
policies have supercharged.

Low interest rates fueled a surge in
home buying and refinancing. As are-
sult, more than half of homeowners
have mortgage rates of less than 4%,
which has created a lock-in effect. Be-
cause of today’s higher interest rates,
needed to contain inflation, many can’t
afford to move. Fewer sellers means
fewer homes available to buy.

Government agencies and Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac also fueled de-
mand by letting buyers qualify with
down payments of as little as 3%—

which could include lender assistance—
and to take out larger mortgages than
they could support based on their in-
comes. As prices rose, Fannie and Fred-
die increased the limit on loans they
would backstop (now $1.2 million, up
from $726,525 in 2019).

In the name of expanding home
ownership, government policies made
homes less affordable. Then, as
stretched borrowers missed pay-
ments, the government instituted
myriad mortgage “relief” programs to
prevent foreclosures. In the past year,
payments on more than 800,000 gov-
ernment-backed mortgages have been
modified or waived.

Were the government’s de facto
foreclosure moratorium to end, more
homes would become available to
buy. Delinquent borrowers who are
forced to sell might then rent—and
prices might drop somewhat. But Mr.
Trump says he doesn’t want to do
anything that could cause prices to
fall because high home values have
made Americans wealthier.

That’s no doubt true and is why
political leaders of both parties are
loath to address the government poli-
cies that push up prices. Far easier to
assail Wall Street and play Americans
for suckers.

California Wealth Tax Backers Ignore Proposition 13 Lessons

By Jon Hartley
And Arthi

ur Laffer
alifornia is flirting with a new
and destructive tax. A proposed
ballot initiative, the 2026 Bil-
lionaire Tax Act, would impose a
one-time 5% levy on the net worth of
California residents with more than
$1 billion, calculated as of Jan. 1,
2026, with payment due in 2027 and
an option to spread payments over
five years at an added charge.
While the tax would be a “one-
time event,” nothing would prohibit
similar initiatives in the future. Sup-
porters call it a tax on billionaires,
but in practice it would be a giant,
government-mandated liquidation
event for people whose wealth is of-
ten tied up in illiquid business equity.
It also contains a feature that should
make any taxpayer uneasy: It would
be retroactive to the start of 2026.

California has seen this movie be-
fore, and the voters wrote the ending
in 1978 with Proposition 13, a consti-
tutional amendment that limited
property-tax increases.

In the 1970s, inflation and rising
home values pushed property assess-
ments sharply upward. Many house-
holds, especially retirees, watched
property-tax bills double over short
reassessment cycles even though
their cash incomes hadn’t changed.
That tax system was arbitrary and
confiscatory because it treated asset

its political logic was simple: A tax
base that jumps with market prices
rather than realized transactions or
actual cash flow is particularly pain-
ful to taxpayers and thus will inevita-
bly provoke a backlash. Its passage
sparked a broader taxpayer revolt
that reshaped fiscal politics nation-
ally in the late 1970s.

The difference today is the margin
of adjustment: Property taxes col-
lapsed politically because housing is
immobile and the burden affected
millions of voters, while a wealth tax

on on gains as if
it were cash income.

Proposition 13 was a voter-initi-
ated correction. It capped property
tax rates at 1% of assessed value and
limited assessment increases to 2%,
restoring predictability and a sense
that taxation should be tethered to
economic reality. Whatever one
thinks of Proposition 13’s trade-offs,
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lly because fi-
nancial capital is highly mobile and
high earners can move. The issue
here isn’t only mobility. It’s also as-
set value deflation. After Proposition
13, California property values rose.
After this initiative, California asset
values will fall.

The California wealth-tax initia-
tive revives the same core design
mistake, but with faster conse-
quences. It taxes ownership, not in-
come. Even when labeled “one-
time,” it requires valuing hard-to-
price assets and constructing the
machinery needed to tax wealth di-
rectly. That turns volatility into fis-
cal policy and establishes a prece-
dent that can easily be repeated. If
California can impose a retroactive
5% charge on wealth today, it can do
S0 again tomorrow.

When assets acquire a recurring
carrying cost such as a wealth tax,
markets reprice them downward. A
perpetual bond worth $600,000 pay-
ing $48,000 a year (an 8% yield) sub-
jected to a permanent 1% annual
wealth tax would be repriced to
roughly $525,000 so that investors
still earn an 8% after-tax return. To
collect $6,000 a year, the state de-

stroys about $75,000 in private
wealth. A 5% tax with no credible
commitment to remain one-time
would imply far larger valuation
losses.

The effects would be felt broadly.
The useful capital of the superrich
plays a large role in determining the
overall level of employment and
compensation in California. The pro-

Faced with an onerous levy
on assets, taxpayers will
vote against it at the ballot
box or with their feet.

posal would almost certainly face
constitutional challenges, including
over its retroactive application, its
taxation of worldwide assets with
tenuous ties to the state, and
whether a levy on net worth func-
tions as an impermissible property
tax under California law.

Taxing highly mobile people who
own wealth also makes the initiative
likely to backfire. Even before the
initiative qualified for the ballot,
prominent founders and investors
signaled sensitivity to the policy en-
vironment. High-profile figures such
as Peter Thiel, Palmer Luckey, and
Larry Page have already reduced
their California footprint or

mobile tax base, a small number of
departures can have outsize budget
consequences.

Europe’s experience should fur-
ther sober California voters. Over the
past few decades, most countries
that experimented with broad net-
wealth taxes abandoned them after
discovering that they raised modest
net revenue relative to their adminis-
trative burden while encouraging
avoidance and relocation. Of the 12
Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development countries that
had broad wealth taxes in the 1990s,
only Norway, Spain and Switzerland
still do. Most recently, Norway’s
tighter wealth-tax regime coincided
with an exodus: Nearly 500 high-net-
worth individuals left the country in
2022 and 2023, illustrating how sen-
sitive location decisions become
when governments tax worldwide
wealth and toughen exit rules.

California doesn’t suffer from too
little taxation. Its top marginal state
income-tax rate is 13.3%, the highest
in the U.S. Capital-gains taxes, corpo-
rate taxes and sales taxes are all at or
near the highest in the nation as
well. The wealth-tax initiative would
amplify the problem of revenue vola-
tility by taxing volatile paper valua-
tions while assuming the tax base
will sit still when the bill arrives.

Proposition 13 was a warning
about what happens when govern-
ment treats ized gains like in-

elsewhere, with the predictable
knock-on effect that firms and em-
ployees reassess where to expand
and where to hire.

Defenders of the initiative reply
that billionaires are few and politi-
cally unpopular. But when a state re-
lies heavily on a narrow and highly

come. California shouldn’t need an-
other tax revolt to remember it.

Mr. Hartley is a policy fellow at
the Hoover Institution and an affili-
ated scholar at the Mercatus Cen-
ter. Mr. Laffer is president of Laffer
Associates.
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The uses and abuses of prediction markets

Insider bets and regulatory
gaps impede efforts to turn
wagers into financial tools
In business, uncertainty is usually a lia-

bility. But some companies are turning it
into a product. Online suchas

crowds by forcing punters to put money
behind their beliefs. In doing so, they
can help to price risk in markets and
provide investors and companies with
unique opportunities to hedge against
an array of events in real time. Their
appeal for forecasting is particularly
strong inan era of information overload
and itical upheaval. Polymarket,

US-based Polymarket and Kalshi, which
allow users to make wagers on all sorts
of binary public events, are thriving. In
just two years, punts placed per month
— on topics ranging from whether US
President Donald Trump will acquire
Greenland before 2027, to whether Tay-

lor Swift will announce she is pregnant
bk dof h

to have ballooned 130 times to over
$13bn. It is tempting to dismiss these
activities as mere ing, or as a

a crypto-based platform, for instance
accurately predicted a decisive win for
Trump in the run-up to the 2024 US
election, while opinion polls portrayed a
much tighter contest.

But prediction markets still have a
long way to go if they are to become a
trusted part of the financial infrastruc-
ture, For starters, the industry is
plagued by issues of insider trading and
manipulation. Hours before the US

d the exfi ion of Nicolis

symptom of a society that has pushed
financialisation to its limits. But predic-
tion markets could yet serve a useful
financial function, with careful policing.

Intheory, they harness the wisdom of

Maduro, an anonymous Polymarket
user curiously bet that Venezuela’s
president would fall. They made more
than $400,000. Reasonably, some US
lawmakers want to formalise con-

straints on platform use for officials,
political appointees and executive
branch employees.

The sector also needs coherent regu-
lation. In the US, the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission is its pri-
mary regulator, However, state gam-
bling authorities argue that contracts
tied to sports games are unlicensed bets
and should be under their oversight. As
for politics, a federal appeals court rul-
ing in 2024 made bets on US elections
legal, but internationally there are
many restrictions around making
wagers on political events. Event con-
tracts also need clear definitions and
standards. For now, investors in plat-
form providers have been emboldened
by the Trump administration’s light-
touch approach to financial regulation,
But the patchwork of oversight leaves
both operators and traders exposed.

A lack of liquidity is another limita-
tion. While trading volume is growing,
thin markets weaken price signals, facil-
itate manipulation and restrict hedging

as major users cannot enter or exit posi-
nons without distorting prices. This
ines the platforms” useful

as a risk-management tool. Unsurpris-
ingly, major trading companies are hir-
ing quantitative analysts to arbitrage
fleeting price discrepancies between
contractsin prediction markets.

still, it would be a mistake to write off
prediction markets. Their greatest
potential value lies in economic event
contracts which can complement tradi-
tional finance, rather than whether a
pop star is expecting or not. Bets on
inflation releases, interest-rate deci-
sions or specific policy outcomes could
offer targeted price signals and bespoke
hedges which may be harder to replicate
through existing derivatives markets.
But if they are to mature, the online
platforms will need deeper liquidity.
That will, in turn, require clearer regula-
tion and credible enforcement. Unless
that happens, they will continue to feel
more like noisy casinos than reliable
financial instruments.

Opmlon SocteTy

How to get our kids
toread books

Lee
Child

rowing up in postwar
Birmingham meant there

was very little to do. My
parentstook the view that

anything enjoyable was

best avoided. But they gave me two
precious gifts. The first was a constant
supply of books — a basic staple in our
house, usually sourced at a jumble sale
and provided without question. The
second was ready access to a public
library, in Birmingham at first. When1
exhausted its shelves we commuted to
the next municipality and the mind-
stretching bounty of a multistorey
library. You could find pretty much
any book you wanted. It was paradise.
Books made me, so I think a lot
about their place in the world. Do
young readers have the same opportu-
nities to dive into an infinite world of
stories? Do books give them the
confidence to imagine their own

Change is long overdue.
Without it, we risk
losing generations

of young readers

futures? Does the wider culture
respect books and readers?

I'm troubled by the answers. Never
an early technology adopter — [ still
have the yellow pencil I used to write
my first novel — I'm deeply concerned
about the impact of mobile devices
and digital media on our attention
spans and reading habits. In America,
where 1 lived for many years, school
librarians are under siege, facing
intense > pressure to remove books Lhat

judge “i
from the shelves. In the UK, the
National Literacy Trust reports that
just one in three young people say they
enjoy reading in their spare time — the
lowest level in two decades.
English literature isin decline asa sub-
ject choice at A-level and at university.

The reasons are no doubt complex

and numerous, I'want to focus on one:

hell hild dy atschool.

sweeping cultural change we've lived
through: access to education, social
attitudes, immigration, diversity of
our population and so much more.

Yet if you look at the English curric-
ulum young people study today, it is
stubbornly similar to the 1960s. The
‘vast majority of authors still look a lot
like me (though they don't write like
me, you might be relieved to learn).
While access to brilliant, imaginative
authors like Malorie Black Meera
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Canadian PM’s Davos speech: the push back

lappreciate and understand Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney’s speech
at Davos (“Carney warns of ‘rupture,
not transition’ in the world order”,
Report, January 22). With Donald
Trump talking about Canada as
America’s 51st state and threatening
tariffs when Ontario used a quote from
Ronald Reagan in a TV commercial,
among so many other things, Canada
has no choice but to look to broaden its
export markets and to work with
other countries on defence, foreign
policy and more.

However, [ would have appreciated a
little humility from Canada’s prime
minister. President Trump’s comments
and threats are inexcusable, but
Canada has had a pretty good deal, for
a long time. The integration of its
market with that of the US has been
good for both countries. With respect
to defence, Canada has got away with
gross underspending for years, money
it could spend for other things. Even
now, with Nato agreeing that all
countries should spend 5 per cent of
GDP on defence by 2035, Canada is

only projecting to get to Nato’s 2014
target of 2 per cent of GDP in 2030,
four years from now.

While President Trump is treating
Canada, and much of the rest of the
world, shabbily, Canada has benefited
from its relationship with the US over
the years. | wish Prime Minister
Carney, while understandably calling
for a new policy in the future, would
have acknowledged all that it got in
the past.

Patrick J Allen
River Forest, IL, US

Why I see an irony in
Carney’s hegemon jibe
‘Wow, have times changed. Suddenly,
the US is a “hegemon” in the wo!

+ Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney.

Yet, Carney, as governor of the Bank of
England, was only too happy to have
the first Trump administration use its
influence to protect the City of London
against an extraordinary attack a few
years ago by a different hegemon:
Brussels.

After British voters decided to leave
the EU in 2016, a mad grab ensued as
Brussels manoeuvred to seize pieces of
the UK’s wholesale financial services
industry, especially the City’s

ically important and lucrative

Barbarians behind Trump
must have read Ayn Rand
Three pieces on your January 21 op-ed
page truly capture the zeitgeist. First,
Howard Lutnick, the US commerce
secretary, trumpets US power and
proclaims that America is in charge
and will go it alone (“Why the Trump
administration is going to Davos”).
Alongside, Martin Wolf (“The world’s
past, present and future”) observes
l.h.u. Wa(hmgmn is not bound by any
| principles”, (except

Syal and Bernardine Evaristo is now
possible for GCSE and A-level classes,
schools lack the support to get these
textsintothe handsof theirstudents.

There's nothing new in making
the case for change. The national
curriculum has failed to meet the
needs of a “diverse multicultural and
multi-ethnic society”, argued the
landmark 1999 Macpherson report
after the murder of Black teenager
Stephen Lawrence. A quarter of a cen-
tury later, fewer than one in 50 GCSE
students studies a writer of colour.
More than one in three such students
identifies as Black, Asian or from an
ethnic minority background.

My publisher, Penguin Random
House, is among those calling for a
more representative curriculum. The
Litin Colour campaign hasshown that
studying texts by writers of colour can
increase students’ empathy, engage-
‘ment in the subject and enjoyment of
reading. These benefits apply to all
students — not just those of colour.
The classics will and should always
have a vital role in the curriculum but
teaching a more diverse range of texts
can ensure all students feel included
and visible. New literature is a portal
to unfamiliar worlds anc people. It
makes sense to sample the lives of our
fellow citizens and deepen our under-
standing of those around us.

Last year's government-commis-
sioned review of England’s school
curriculum says it should “include
stronger representation of the diver-
sity that makes up our modern soci-
ety, allowing more children to see
themselves inthe curriculum”.

Rightly, it puts special enphasis on
English, saying “the curriculum must
also allow space for teachers to exer-
cise autonomy in selecting from a
broader range of texts and authors, so
that students are able to see them-
selves in the curriculum, as well as be
etposed to a wide range of perspec-
their horizons”,

Asateenager in the 1960s, | read any-
thing and everything I could lay my
hands on. Inside the classroom, we
studied a narrower canon: Shake-
speare, the great poets and Victorian
novels by Charles Dickens, Charlotte
Brontéand George Eliot.

All these authors are of course
worthy of study, now as then. But
you might expect the English litera-
ture curriculum to look somewhat
different for the students of the 2020s.
It must surely reflect and embrace the

This is not just about equity and
belonging, vital as they are. Change is
long overdue. Without it, we risk
something even starker than the fur-
ther decline of a subject: lesing gener-
ations of young readers and the curios-
ity, empathy and creativity that read-
ing can inspire. Books have always
shaped us; it's time the books in our
classrooms reflect all of us.

The writer is the author of the Jack
Reacher novels

Trump’s own sense of morality).
Edward Luce, meanwhile, correctly
identifies Trump’s lack of a “coherent
ideology”, and notes that America has
taken a “deranged turn” in “mounting
awar” on global institutions and global
public goods (“The barbarians are
inside the gates in America”).

But the barbarians behind Trump do
indeed possess a serni-coherent
ideology, or at least a world view. They
see ion and inati

Greenland ice sheet holds enough ice
to raise global sea level by over 7m

A sceptic’s view of claims
made for a digital euro

Olaf Storbeck reported that 70
economists voiced support for the
digital euro (“Digital euro vital to aveid
dependency on US, say economists”,
Report, January 12). A closer look
suggests their argument reflects a
misunderstanding of both central bank
digital currencies (CBDCs) and
economic history.

‘The economists claim that a CBDC,
like the digital euro, would be “an
essential safeguard of European
sovereignty, stability, and resilience”.
But just look at the international
experience, Where has this claim been
true in practice? Certainly not in
the Bahamas or Jamaica, where some
of the longest-standing CBDCs have
existed.

Even within Europe, 'J\e economns!.s
appear to misund

|gnored by nations

institutions asa
on their freedom.

Wolf recognised this when he wrote
that Trump wants to “break the EU™
(Opinion, December 17). This world
view is also seen in Trump’s proposed
“Board of Peace”, which is clearly
designed to bypass and weaken the UN.

These barbarians seem to have read
Ayn Rand as teenagers and have never
grown out of it. Truly the old order is
nearly dead, and the reborn American
ascendancy is frightful, nasty and
brutish.

Sim Gurewitz
El Cerrito, CA, US

Greenland meltdown and
the reasons it matters

A prime reason for Donald Trump's
interest in Greenland is to exploit its
resources, as recognised by a Danish
investment fund’s “huge appetite” to
invest in Greenland (“Denmark fund to
beef up Greenland investments”,
Report, January 19).

However, treating Greenland asa
resource prize while its ice sheet melts
is reckless. Greenland’s ice sheet holds
enough ice to raise the global sea level
by over 7 metres; a partial collapse
could release over half a metre this
century.

The dynamics of the planet mean
that this meltwater would directly raise
sea levels in Antarctica, causing glacier
collapse and raising the sea level by
well over a metre. Once started, further
collapse would be impossible to stop.

The financial implications are
staggering: a single metre of sea level
rise could cost the world $700bn per
year according to one study. Even halfa
metre would devastate low-lying
countries like Bangladesh and
Vietnam, while several metres would
obliterate coastal cities and agricultural
areas globally.

This is not a distant environmental
concern, but a material threat to
everyone on the planet: a threat

sea routes
and mxhhry advanmge in the Arctic.

In 2012, 1, alongside sea ice expert
Peter Wadhams testified to the UK
parliament’s environmental audit
committee regarding the urgency of
protecting the Arctic. We warned that
geoengineering was essential for Arctic
preservation. Since then, Arctic
temperatures have risen four times
faster than the global average,
intensifying the risks from critical
“tipping elements”, including the
Greenland Ice Sheet.

A pressing need exists to start
lowering the Arctic temperature while
it is still just possible using the most

history. Warning of the dominance of
non-European financial institutions,
the economists claim that government
intervention is the only defence. Yet
such interventions are partly why
European businesses have struggled to
gain ground.

Rather than being free to serve
customers, firms must navigate a maze
of red tape: customer-surveillance
mandates, extensive reporting rules,
and regulatory fragmentation. Making
matters worse, price controls — suchas
caps on interchange fees — prevent
new entrants from generating the
revenue needed to manage these
compliance burdens. It’s not a market
failure if the source of the issue is
government intervention.

powerful, available cooling tech:
stratospheric aerosol injection (SAJ)
This technique mimics the cooling
effect of large volcanic eruptions by
injecting CO; into the stratosphere.
Contrary to uninformed opposition,
responsible research suggests that SAI
could cool the Arctic with minimal risk
of serious side effects, especially when
compared to the risks from continued
Arctic warming. The cost of such
deployment has been estimated at
around $11bn per year.

While Trump remains determined to
exploit Greenland rather than save it
from meltdown, catastrophic sea level
rise becomes inevitable.

John Nissen
Chair of the Planetary Restoration Action
Group, London W5, UK

A March New Year

is not such a new idea
Regarding Sarah O'Connor’s column
“Why we have the calendar all wrong”
(Opinion, January 20), beginning the
new year in March is not such a new
idea, and one doesn't have to go as far
back as Republican Rome to find it. For
almost 600 years, from the mid-12th
century until January 1,1752, the
English New Year began on March 25.
Michael Winckless

Bangkok, Thailand

1fthe are right about one
thing, it’s that the European
parliament should be careful about
whose advice it follows.
Nicholas Anthos
Policy Analyst, Center for Monetary and
Financial Alternatives, Cato Institute,
Washington, DC, US

New York comptroller is
wrong to buy Israel bonds

In the article “NYC pension fund chief
keeps options open towards Israeli
bonds™(Report, January 20), New York
State Comptroller Mark Levine, the
person in charge of the state’s public
sector pensions, considers his decision
to buy Israel bonds a fiduciary one not
politically motivated. I am the
daughter of Holocaust survivors and
believe he should think again.

Shouldn't he reconsider buying
Israeli bonds when the International
Court of Justice as well as other major
organisations have unequivocally
decided that Israel’s killing and
destruction of both the Palestinians
and the infrastructure in Gaza is a
genocide?

Asa Jewish New Yorker, I consider
the buying of Israel bonds morally
reprehensible.

Jane Hirschmann
New York, NY, US

clearing of Interest Rate Swaps (IRS).
Brussels asserted that London could no
longer conduct the clearing of IRS on
European government and corporate
bonds because post-Brexit Britain had
no extant trading agreement with the
EU. The City’s clearing business would
be forced to relocate to an EU financial
centre along with its associated
economic activity. Lacking an adcqualc
Carney acknowl
“A no-deal would be an economic
shock for this country.”

Concerned about growing market
uncertainty and risk of financial
instability, the Trump adi
took action. With bipartisan US
political support and that of the White
House, the US Commodity Futures
Trading Commission (CFTC) came up
with a series of bilateral regulatory
measures that, in the event of a hard
Brexit, London’s IRS clearing would
relocate not to the EU, but to New
York. Since the US had a long-standing
trading agreement and recognised
regulatory compatibility with the EU,
Brussels could not stop it. Through
back channels, Washington let Brussels
know that it preferred that IRS clearing
remain in London, but if the EU
persisted, the US would gladly accept
movement from London to New York.
Once there, it was unlikely to ever
decamp for Paris or Frankfurt.

On February 25, 2019, the US-led
“bridge over Brexit” agreement was
gratefully announced by Governor
Carney, Philip Hammond, the Tory
chancellor, Financial Conduct
Authority chief Andrew Bailey and me
as chairman of the CFTC. Not long
after, the EU miraculously discovered
in its previously ironclad rules some
leeway to allow IRS clearing to remain
in London.

Having preserved this valuable
economic activity for Britain, the
‘Trump administration asked for
nothing in return. No one called the US
ahegemon then.

J Christopher Giancarlo
Former Chairman, US Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, New York, NY

Private debt is helping to
deleverage global portfolios

The continuous negative bias in your
reporting on private debt is puzzling
and disconcerting (FT.com,

January 21). I am not sure | understand
the rationale but I recall that in 2008,
before the great financial crisis, you
included collateralised loan

obligations (CLOs) funds in the mess
of asset backed securities subprime
securitisations.

Now, 18 years later, it would be great
if you could publish an article with the
asset class performance so that readers
can judge for themselves.

Private debt is a deleveraging factor
in glabal portfolios, making banks’
balance sheets more liquid, less
leveraged, thus improving the stability
of the financial system.

Alberto Avanzo
Milan, Italy
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very tech revolution has

inspired fears that innovation

will destroy jobs. While those

fears have never played out,

artificial intelligence is cast as
much moredisruptive because it has the
potential to perform so many tasks the
way people do — or better. Is the threat
to human labour that different and dire
thistime?

What the current obsession with Al
overlooks is that another (counter)
force is also advancing rapidly. In the
past four decades, the number of coun-
tries in which the working age popula-
tion is shrinking has risen from zero to
55, including most of the major econo-
miies. This collapse is accelerating now
because families are having even fewer
childrenthan expected.

Why people still matter in the Al era

Last year, the number of babies born
inChina fell to the lowest level since the
birth of the People’s Republic in 1949,
and in Japan to the lowest level since
1899. Compared to forecasts 10 years
ago, the global fertility razeison track to
fall below the level required to stabilise
the population 25 years earlier than
expected, in 2050. As a result, the
world's working-age population is pre-
dicted to peak 30 years earlier, in 2070.

There are signs Al is already raising
output per worker, which could lower
overall demand for human labour. But
against a backdrop of rapid population
decline, the marvels of Al are more
likely to ease the coming labour short-
ages than trigger mass unemployment.

Tech revolutions of the past killed
industries, not jobs. The 19th-century
rise of machines drove workers from
farms into factories, and from factories
intoservices. In the 1910s, as the car dis-
placed the horse, carriage drivers gave
way to truckers and cabbies. In the
1970s, automated teller machines
allowed banks to cut costs, open more
branches and hire more human tellers.
Starting in the 1990s, by one estimate,

the internet displaced about 3.5mn US
jobs but created 19mn.

Al could well be far more disruptive.
One forecast puts the maximum
“addressable” labour market for Al and
its offspring, humanoid robots, at 4bn
jobs worldwide. So far, though, Al is
hardly displacing humans at a jarring
pace. The unemployment rate is near
multi-decade lows both worldwide and

The technology is more
likely to ease labour
shortages than trigger
mass unemployment

inthe US, the Al leader. In Japan, unem-
ployment has been falling and labour
force participation has been rising for
years, despite the rapid increase in the
country’srobot population.

It's always easier to see which jobs are
at risk now than to imagine the jobs of
the future. About a third of new US jobs
are of types that did not exist 25 years
earlier. Today, the shift favours workers

who know how to build infrastructure
for Al or use it as a tool. Already, new
job titles are multiplying for Al content
creators, product managers, engineers
and system designers, and appear to be
more than compensating for losses in
traditional job categories.

True, it's early days. More upheaval
may be coming. But if Al triggers mass
unemployment, will humans just sit by?
During the 2000s, the “China Shock”
displaced some 6mn US factory workers
in old industrial regions, and that was
enough to fuel populist revolt.

Techno-optimists say Al will be very
different because it will replace jobs
with leisure. It will free people to live
idly off tae profits of Al labour, redis-
tributed to them by increasingly paren-
tal governments. So long as work
remains a pillar of human dignity, this
vision is dystopian fantasy. The more
jobs are threatened by Al, the more
likely voters will demand that govern-
mentsslow its advance.

Demographics have long been the
most important driver of economic
development. No economy has been
able to grow rapidly without the tail-

wind of a growing labour force. Now, :
many nations are trying to get aheadof :
the adverse implications of population |
decline, Led by the most rapidly ageing

US presidents
TikTok deal
1sagift

to China

societies, they are offering families cash :

to have more kids, but “baby bonuses™
have a record of failure. States can't
intervene effectively in a choice as per-
sonalas whether to haveachild.

Immigration is one obvious way to -
expand anation’s workforce, but of late

Jim
Secreto

net immigration has plummeted in

most western societies. Others include

nudging more seniors to stay onthe job ©

by raisii age, orencour- |

aging more women to take jobs, espe-
cially since women are less likely to par-

ticipate in the global labour force now

than they were 30 years ago.
Al can arrive soon enough to help save

the world from labour shortages, bum i
djob. |

is not likely to unleash wid,

he deal t TikTok's
US operations toa joint ven-
ture led by American inves-
tors has ended a stubborn
stand-off over one of the
¢ world’s most popularapps — and spared
us Pnssxdcnl Donald Trump from imple-

lessness, Not without a fight. People wnll

still matter, as workers and as a political
force, inthe Al era.

The writer is chair of Rockefeller Interna-

tional. His latest book is “What Went Wrong

With Capitalism’

Trump s the
WIong answer to
right questions

WORLD AFFAIRS

Rana
Foroohar

onald Trump is a bad
answer to good questions.
Never has this been clearer
thanin the last twoweeks.
Are Latin American drug
c.'mcls a scourge? Ol course, Is forcibly

order that were hiding in plain sight.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney spoke about this “pleasant fiction”
in his powerful Davos speech last week,
and listed several examples of the prob-
lems of the old order, from “trade
rules . . . enforced asymmetrically”, to
“international law applied with varying
rigour depending on the identity of the
accused or the victim”, to the myth that
America could continue to police the
world, ensure a stable financial system
and resolve global conflicts without
more global burden sharing and better
accounting for new great powers like

s i and
semng the country’s ml the way to get
rid of them? Probably not. Would most
of the world like to see regime change in
Iran? Yes. Is a threat of military strikes
against the country going to make that
happen? Unlikely, particularly when
there’s no clear successor. Are Russia
and China together an increasing threat
to Arctic security? You bet. Is blowing
up Nato by seizing Greenland the solu-
tion?Ithink we all know the answer.

One of the reasons that Trump rose as
a political figure in the first place —and
few elites saw it coming — was that he
was willing to question anything and
everything about conventional politics,
economics and foreign policy: the lib-
eral meritocracy, the Washington Con-
sensus, the idea that free trade was an
unfettered good. It was a tonic wel-
comed by a public disenchanted by
centrists on both sides of the aisle who
had for decades failed to acknowledge
and address the problems of the old

China. Politicians globally, not just in
the US, “avoided calling out the gaps
between rhetoricand reality”.

In lieu of honesty and a sensible con-
versation about how to transition to a
new world order, we got Trump. He has
no real answers, only ego, sharp animal
instincts and a talent for turning the
tables on adversaries at any given
moment. Witness how the geopolitical
turmoil of the last two weeks has wiped
the topic of affordability, with which
Democrats were gaining some political
traction, from the headlines in the US.
While Trump has nibbledat solutionsto
affordability (a credit card interest cap,
proposed limits on home ownership by
large investors), his overall approach
has been Autocracy 101 When there’s
trouble inside the nation, turn the pub-
lic’s attention to problems outside t.

‘Trumpisn't the solution to any of the
world’s problems, but he does have an
unerring ability to see where the frac-
tures and faultlines in the old order

are, and to make hay with them. When
Treasury secretary Scott Bessent mocks
the ineffectuality of “European working
group([s]”, those of us who've spent time
reporting in Brussels know exactly what
he'stalking about.

Yes, the European Union has needed
to think more realistically about its own
security and economic integration for a
long time. It is too bad that it has taken a
figure as destructive as Trump to bring

elections thisautumn need strong ideas
about how to craft a better immigration
policy: Trump’s ICE raids aren't the
answer, but nor is atotally open border.
Democrats also need to get serious
about addressing corporate power,
rather than “calling up Elon Musk when
he tussles with Trump and offering him
whatever he wants if he'll come back to
our side and kick in a few nickels to our
candidates”, as Senator Elizabeth War-

theseissues toa head. ren put mn aspeech earlier this month,
Those who oppose the US ids oW of her own
and are seeking a better way towards a pany courtBngTedL

new world order would do well to think
about real answers to the questions he
raises. Those questions resonate with
people, which s the only reason he can
gain traction. Domestically, for exam-
ple, Democrats running in the midterm

He has only sharp animal

instincts, ego and a talent

for turning on adversaries
at any given moment

‘Trumpwasable tograb working-class
voters because Democrats became the
party of the rich when they took a neo-
liberal, deregulatory turn in the 1990s
under Bill Clinton. They need to disasso-
ciate themselves from Davos Man and
the Epstein Class and reclaim the popu-
list tradition that has been so distorted
by the Maga movement.

The world as a whole also needs
answers: to challenges of Chinese mer-
cantilism, the falling labour share of
GDP and the new threats of technology-
based jobdestruction.

While it’s smart that countries like :
Canada and many in Europe are looking :

to diversify their trade away from
Trump’s America, how is the world
going to deal with the fact that China’s
global trade surplus is rising, not falling?
Will Europe finally grab the Iow hang~

litically costly ban. In prac-

tice, however, itamountsto a victory for
; TikTok’s Chinese owner ByteDance.

Trump first tried to ban TikTok in

: 2020 following concerns about China’s

- collection of the personal data of US citi-

zens. ByteDance, which operates Tik-

: Tok alongside its Chinese sister app

Douyin, has spent the past five years
| navigating questions about the extent of

Beijing’s leverage over its platforms.

The uncertainty cast doubt over the
company's access to one of its most
important markets. Although Ameri-

. cans are estimated to account for less
. thanatenth of TikTok’s near 2bn global
I audience, they generate a dispropor-
tionate share of its content. US creators
shape trends that circulate beyond the

American market and their engage-
: ment patterns help to train the com-

pany'srecommendation engine.

For ByteDance, a US ban would have

i ended TikTok’s ability to function asa
i , making it

L to advemscrs and creators. Worse, a
. forced divestment would have required
. the company to create a US competitor
. armed with the accumulated logic of
¢ howTikTok works.

But Beijing was never prepared to
allow ByteDance to hand over this core
intellectual property. It made that clear
by placing recommendation algo-

Washington's compromise
has stabilised one of
Beijing’s most important
technology companies

rithms under export controls in 2020.

In the US, an outright ban of TikTok
would have been deeply unpopular with
: users. The Trump administration has
: settled for a compromise, splitting gov-
ernance from technology. Content mod-
eration will sit witha new US entity, with
Oracl i

ing fruit of investors I g
away from the dollar by d

fy
and :

data and auditing the
lgorithm’s ion. ByteDance still

further integrating its own capital mar-
kets? Or will the members of these

working groups in Brussels keep wring- ©

ingtheirhands?
1stopped going to Davos a few years

ago because I couldn’t stand the hypoc- *

risy of it anymore (few people there

really want to change the global order).

But I must give Trump credit. By going

to Switzerland and continuing to chal-

lenge the status quo, he has locused the
h

: ownsthe algorithm — licensing it rather
than selling it outright —and continues
to run TikTok’s commercial activities.
Instead of a clean break, the structure
resemblesa franchise.

For ByteDance, this outcome could
hardly be more favourable. It lifts a per-
. sistent drag at an opportune moment.
. The company generated an estimated
| $155bn in revenue in 2024 and about

SSShn in profit, accardmg to investor

minds of world lead
need to create a new and better order.

Trump came to power by illuminating *

the hypocrisies of our system, evenashe
embodied them. We still need answers
tothe questions he has raised.

rung.foroohan@ft.com

Middle powers may miss the global order more than they think

Martin
Sandbu

dclav Havel’s essay “The

Power of the Powerless” is

probably not a set text in

many, if any, high schools

around Europe. It should
be. A study of the importance of truth
and reason in the face of reality-denying
forces, it is a buttress to the edifice of
Europe’s Enlightenment tradition. It is
also a powerful reminder of half-forgot-
ten political memories of those who
lived behind the iron curtain and whose
role in enriching Europe’s politics has
yetto begivenitsdue.

At the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Canadian prime minister Mark
Carney invoked Havel’s parahlc of lhe

ho displays a “Work
the world, unite!™ sign in his shop win-
dow — not because he believes in its

political message, but to live a “tranquil
life”. Havel’s point is that when every-
body pretends to consent, they give
reality to the system that oppresses
them. This is the case for dissent: to
make the system vulnerable like a little
boy doesanaked emperor.

Many have applauded Carney’s plea
“for companies and countries to take
their signs down” — that is, to stop the
pretence. But we are likely to see very
different interpretations of what this
entails. In rich countries, it will be to
admit that they and the USare no longer
onthe same team, and must find waysto
protect liberal democratic values with-
out America.

For much of the so-called global
south, however, and in particular for
emergingmiddle powers no Ionger hv
ing within the lie” may

| law to different conflicts.

From this perspective, ending the
pretence means dropping one's
restraints. Inaddition torelief at the end
of hypocrisy, some countries may wel-
come an amoral take on the global
order. Rather than pushing for the rules
to be applied with truly equal force to
all, they will be tempted by the immedi-
ate freedom that comes with unasham-
edly pursuingone’s national interests.

Even if you are not
interested in the
superpowers, they will
soon be interested in you

This is und dable. But they risk

quite different. Many of them have long
chafed against a “rules-based” order
they felt made some countries more
equal than others, Therewere good rea-
sons to feel that way, from the rich
world’s early devil-take-the-hindmost
approach to Covid vaccine distribution
to the wildly i it lication of

finding that that freedom is worth little
if another, stronger country has views
about how they should ise it. In the

d in the superpowers, they will
sooner or later be interested in you.
Without even the veneer of rules to
appealto, all that isleft is power.

Canadaitself illustrates the difficulty.
Carney’s Havelian appeal came the
week after he signed a partnership with
China. There are good reasons to have
one. But in the context of China’s sup-
port for Russia agamst Ukr:une. :l is

big enough to be a pole of attraction. It i

still cares for the values the old orcer
aspired to, at least in name. It embodies
the order in how its members share
their sovereignty.

But it will never servcassuch aglobal
anchor until it tak

ly theeffort :

pacing China’s older inter-
. net champions such as Alibaba and Ten-
cent. In the first quarter of 2025 it even
overtook Meta in quarterly sales, mak-
ing it briefly the world’s largest social
: mediabusiness by revenue.
With the US question settled, Byte-
Dance now sits in the top tier of global
and at th

of China's tech ambitions. It is investing

heavily in Al — its chatbot Doubaois the

most widely used in China — supported

by large spending on computing power.
: In recent years it has become a major
buyer of Nvidia chips, planning roughly
$14bn in purchases this year.

Both the US and China rely on a few
national tech champions with the scale,
talent and capital to translate commer-
: cial success into strategic capability.

ByteDance is now firmly in that cate-

gory. Its ability to operate globally has
¢ been preserved with data flows and core

hnology intact.

that this would entail. It means offering
more tightly integrated relationships :

with countries that still think a liberal

hardly our
so their depths reflect our values”, as he
put itin Davos.

Disorder or superpower dominance
are both likelier outcomes than a “spon-
taneous order” of middle powers organ-
ised by occasional and varying overlaps
of interest — unless such coalitions can
be firmed up by institutional arrange-
ments and a strong community of val-
ues. Only these make long-term rela-
tionships so obviously beneficial as to
ovcnom‘ the yearnlng for seemingly
i — the flames of

absence of a hegemon to co-ordinate or

which the l‘rump adm!msuauun is

enforce the rules of the game, th

pursuit of national self-interest is at best
inefficient, at worst a recipe for conflict
or subj ion. Even if you are not

fanning.

Such an alternative — a reconstructed
but still liberal and rules-based order —
can only be offered by the EU. It alone is

les-based order is their best hope.

Instead, the EU itself is tempted to
give up the pretence without taking
responsibility for the system. Just in
the past week, the European parliament
triggered a judicial review to delay a

new trade deal with South American
countries, and the commission sug- :

gested it would abandon the most-

favoured-nation principle at the coreof |

the world trading system.
The point of telling the truth is not to

throw real values out with the pretence, :

but to start taking them seriously again.
Havel, who became his country’s post-

communist president, knew that dis- ;

sentis essential but only the start.

martin.sandbu@ft.com

Trump’s deal solved a narrow political
problem: keeping a popular app online
without backlash. But he has also
removed a restriction from a Chinese
company that is moaving quickly. Wash-
ington has stabilised one of Beijing's
most important technology companies
: at a moment when both governments
: are leaning heavily on their private sec-
tors toset the pace of innovation.

ByteDance was constrained not by
technical capacity but political risk.
That constraint is gone. Whether secur-
ing TikTok’s future in the US has made
the country safer, or simply cleared the
runway for a formidable global compet-
itor, remains an open question.

The writer is astrategic adviser and former
counsellor for investment security at the
Department of the Treasury during the
Biden administration



