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A gathering storm

Pakistan must eliminate the terror
groups working on its soil

T he diplomatic actions against Pakistan ta-

ken on Wednesday by India’s Cabinet

Committee on Security in reaction to the
Pahalgam terror attack are a measured set of res-
ponses that indicate a larger escalation could fol-
low. The decisions such as to cancel visas given to
Pakistani nationals, suspend consular opera-
tions, and to close the Attari border Integrated
Check Post (ICP) carry New Delhi’s message that
it does not wish to engage with Pakistan above
the absolute minimum levels required. Some of
these measures had followed previous attacks in-
cluding Pulwama (2019). The decision to put the
Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) in abeyance until Pa-
kistan acts “credibly” against terror groups
means that India will enforce its earlier decision
to suspend all meetings of the Permanent Com-
mission that oversees implementation of the trea-
ty, end site visits by Pakistani water teams to In-
dia and continue with hydropower and desilting
projects along the tributaries — measures to
which Pakistan had raised objections. Pakistan’s
response is an attempt to mirror Indian mea-
sures, without even trying to address the anguish
in India. Nor does it indicate it is willing to track
down the perpetrators, despite the fact that The
Resistance Force (TRF), which claimed responsi-
bility for the attack, is a front for the Pakistan-
based LeT. Islamabad has also cancelled visas,
cut mission strength and has shut down all trade.
Pakistan has threatened to suspend other bilater-
al agreements including the practically defunct
1972 Simla Agreement, which had most notably
converted the ceasefire line into the Line of Con-
trol and abjured third party mediation on Kash-
mir. It also suggested that India’s suspension of
the IWT would be seen as an “Act of War” if it
meant water flows to Pakistan are reduced, and
threatened tit for tat strikes if India conducts mil-
itary operations that harm Pakistani citizens.

All signs indicate the stage is being set for
further escalation in tensions and a possible mil-
itary standoff. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
message from a rally in Bihar is the threat of pun-
ishment “beyond imagination”. New Delhi is
reaching out to countries around the world, Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram Misri is briefing foreign
envoys, while senior Ministers have briefed Op-
position leaders on the cross-border links. Given
geopolitical currents, revulsion at such targeting
of innocent tourists, and a broad understanding
of India’s stand on the issue of cross-border terro-
rism, it is unlikely that other countries such as
the U.S. will press New Delhi to restrain its next
steps. The government must continue to take all
stakeholders, especially the Jammu-Kashmir go-
vernment into confidence. Pakistan could benefit
from reconsidering its disadvantageous position,
and even now, show that it is willing to work
against terror groups, and avert the impending
escalation.

Carrot and stick

The 2015 accord must be revived to
prevent Iran going nuclear

T he U.S. and Iran are currently engaged in

rare high-stakes diplomacy. They have

held two rounds of talks, in Muscat and in
Rome, with Oman as the mediator, about Teh-
ran’s nuclear programme. A third technical
round has been confirmed for the coming days.
However, tensions still remain high between the
Trump administration and the Islamic Republic.
It was Donald Trump, during his first term, who
sabotaged a functioning multilateral agreement
that had significantly curtailed Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme. Ever since, Iran has accelerated its nu-
clear activities. While it has not yet decided to
build a nuclear bomb, most assessments agree
that it has the capability to do so within weeks. At
the same time, Iran’s regional influence stands di-
minished as a result of Israel’s attacks on its so-
called axis of resistance and other regional shifts
such as the fall of Syria’s Assad regime. Israel is
pressing for an attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities,
but Mr. Trump, according to American reports,
has vetoed those plans, for now.

Mr. Trump has adopted a classic carrot-and-
stick approach. He said he wanted a deal with
Iran but with a warning that if talks failed, there
would be bombing. He has also launched a mas-
sive aerial campaign against Yemen’s Iran-aligned
Houthis. In addition, the U.S. has ramped up its
military presence in West Asia besides moving
B-2 bombers to the Indian Ocean region — all
aimed at signalling to Iran that U.S. threats should
be taken seriously. But despite the combined mil-
itary might of the U.S. and Israel, any attack on
Iran would be catastrophic for regional security
and global economy. Iran’s nuclear facilities are
scattered and underground, making them ex-
tremely difficult to destroy. It was precisely be-
cause there was no viable military solution to the
Iran nuclear issue that world powers chose the
path of diplomacy in 2015, a path Mr. Trump had
abandoned in 2018 for no good reason. Neverthe-
less, despite the challenges and geopolitical pres-
sure, the recent initiation of talks by Mr. Trump
and Iran opens a rare window of opportunity to
resolve the issue once and for all. For diplomacy
to succeed, the U.S. should act as a responsible
global power that is committed to preventing
weaponisation of Iran’s nuclear programme,
rather than as a partisan patron seeking to des-
troy Iran on Israel’s behalf. Iran, for its part, has
signalled that it was open to scaling back its nu-
clear activities in exchange for the removal of
sanctions and threats. The 2015 agreement,
which limited Iran’s enrichment capabilities and
uranium stockpile, could serve as a reference
point for a deal if talks progress constructively.
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Teaching children to eat well must begin in school

ast month, world leaders gathered in

Paris for the Nutrition for Growth (N4G)

Summit. It was also a time for the

United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) to announce the extension of the United
Nations Decade of Action on Nutrition, from its
original timeframe of 2016-25, to 2030. This
extension seeks to sustain the global momentum
to end all forms of malnutrition and align efforts
more closely with the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

This could be a turning point in nutrition not
only to accelerate progress but also to shift the
focus beyond food access — to understanding
what people eat, how they eat, and why they eat,
especially when it comes to children. Nutrition is
not just a health concern. It is intricately
connected to education, equity and
environmental sustainability.

So far, global nutrition efforts have rightly
focused on the first 1,000 days of life — from
conception to two years of age — as a critical
window to prevent malnutrition. But we now
know that the next 4,000 days matter just as
much. This includes the period of adolescent
growth spurt — a time of rapid physical,
emotional, and behavioural changes and offering
a second window of opportunity to overcome
early childhood deficits.

Good nutrition during this phase can help
children catch up on growth and set the
foundation for long-term health. But to do that,
we must shift our focus from just feeding children
to teaching them how to eat well.

A side event at the Paris summit — “Learn to
Eat Well: Bio-diverse Diets and Youth as Agents of
Change” — made this point loud and clear. It
signals a global shift in thinking: that food and
nutrition education must begin in schools, go
beyond counting calories, and help children
make choices that are good for themselves and
the planet.

A changing world
Today, children are growing up in a world where
food is everywhere — ordered with a tap,
delivered to the door, and heavily marketed.
Choosing what to eat has become increasingly
complex.

Most children lack the knowledge and the skills
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to make healthy choices. Their diets are often
shaped by habits, peer influence, or advertising
rather than nutrition or tradition. As a result,
many children skip breakfast, eat too few fruits
and vegetables, and consume too much sugar
and processed food.

Importance of dietary diversity

A key casualty is dietary diversity — eating a
variety of foods to get all the nutrients the body
needs. The UN recently adopted Minimum
Dietary Diversity as a global indicator under
Sustainable Development Goal 2 (End Hunger). It
simply asks: did a child eat at least five of 10 food
groups in the last 24 hours?

Sadly, in many places — including both cities
and villages in India — most children do not.
Their diets lack variety, which harms their health
and reflects deeper problems in our food systems
and education.

Poor diets are linked to malnutrition,
childhood obesity, chronic diseases such as
diabetes, and mental health issues. Research
shows that almost 70% preventable adult diseases
begin with habits formed in childhood —
especially eating habits. This highlights the urgent
need to start early, and schools are the best place
to build healthy habits.

Yet, food and nutrition education is missing in
most classrooms or is out-dated and not linked to
real life. The absence of a proper curriculum and
age-appropriate learning resources make it even
harder to teach children how to eat well.
Teachers often lack the training and the tools to
teach it well. Without structured guidance,
schools struggle to deliver meaningful food and
nutrition education.

This is why we need a structured and
age-appropriate curriculum that goes beyond
food groups and includes lifestyle habits and
environmental awareness. It should start early —
at the preschool level — and grow with the child
until at least the middle stage, helping them
connect the dots between food, health, identity,
and sustainability.

Such a curriculum could cover everything
from how the human body works and the
importance of diverse foods in our diets, to how
food systems impact the environment. A central
part of this must be promoting bio-diverse diets —

ones that include a variety of local, seasonal, and
culturally familiar foods. These diets provide
better nutrition, support local farmers, reduce
environmental impact, and preserve traditional
food knowledge.

It must be a part of school life

Teaching children to eat well should not be
limited to one-off awareness sessions or
occasional activities. It needs to be woven into
school life. This means having weekly lessons
with age-appropriate, well-designed learning
materials, supported by healthier school
canteens, kitchen gardens, simple cooking
sessions, and student-led campaigns. These
real-life experiences help children build lasting
knowledge, habits, and values around food,
health, and well-being.

Around the world, schools are already showing
what is possible — students growing vegetables,
cooking simple meals, reading food labels, and
learning how their food choices affect their
health and the planet.

In India, the National Education Policy and the
School Health and Wellness Programme have
created room for such integrated learning. But we
need a clearer structure, comprehensive
curriculum, at least one dedicated weekly session
all through the academic year, appropriate
learning resources, and properly trained
teachers.

Children must be seen not only as learners but
also as key influencers. With the right knowledge
and tools, they can influence their families,
friends, and even their communities — whether
by asking for better school meals, reducing food
waste, or spreading awareness about healthy
eating. In the end, learning to eat well is not just
about food. It is about helping children to care for
their health, understand their culture, respect the
planet, and grow into thoughtful, responsible
citizens. In a world facing the dual burdens of
under-nutrition and overconsumption, climate
change and cultural loss, food literacy is no
longer a luxury — it is essential.

If we want to raise a generation that is
healthier, more compassionate, and better
prepared for the future, we must start by making
learning to eat well a part of every child’s
education — starting today.

A chance for India’s creative ecosystem to make waves

market volatility, India shines as a resilient

economy. Leveraging its demographic
advantages and technological capabilities, India
can turn challenges into opportunities,
positioning itself as a global ‘Creative
Powerhouse.” With a rich storytelling tradition,
India’s Media & Entertainment (M&E) sector aims
to ‘Connect Creators’ worldwide through the
‘Create in India, Create for the World’ vision.

l n the face of global trade tariffs and stock

Making a mark, globally

India is home to a burgeoning population of
young creators across various fields such as film,
music, art, and technology. Notably, Namit
Malhotra’s DNEG, the visual effects and
animation studio demonstrated ground-breaking
VFX in the Oscar-winning success of Dune 2. This
marked India’s seventh Oscar victory,
highlighting India’s growing influence in the
global entertainment industry. The evolution
from traditional film-making to digital production
showcases the country’s capability in creating
world-class content.

WAVES Xcelerator (WAVEX), part of the
Government of India’s World Audio-Visual
Entertainment Summit (WAVES) 2025, aims to
connect young creators with industry leaders and
foster startup growth.

Scheduled for May 2025 in Mumbai, WAVES
seeks to enhance India’s M&E startup ecosystem
by providing mentorship, funding, and global
opportunities. The sector is projected to grow
from %2,422 billion in 2023 to %3,067 billion by
2027, encompassing innovative fields such as
gaming, Artificial Intelligence (Al), and the
metaverse.

Despite challenges in gaining recognition,
WAVES offers a platform for emerging startups to
showcase their work to global investors. The
initiative also includes women-led startups such
as Lapwing Studios and Vygr Media, fostering
inclusivity within the M&E ecosystem.

WAVES is committed to creating a dynamic
and competitive startup environment, serving as
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a launchpad for international success. WAVEX
will directly address barriers to capital,
mentorship, and global exposure, offering not
only financial support but also a structured
ecosystem for growth. Having started Biocon with
just 10,000 and a vision, I understand the
significance of such catalytic platforms.

As a supporter of the arts through initiatives
such as the Museum of Art and Photography
(MAP) and Science Gallery Bengaluru, I believe
that a nation’s culture is rooted in both its arts
and sciences. Both arts and science are rooted in
creativity; scientists experiment in labs just as
artists do on canvas.

India, which thrives on the synergy of its
demographic advantage, technological
capabilities, and rich cultural heritage, is a
flourishing hub of creativity. This fusion is not
merely philosophical in India; it is practical,
shaping industries and driving innovation within
the M&E sector.

With a storytelling tradition that spans
centuries, India is uniquely positioned to emerge
as a global creative powerhouse. From classical
dance to cinema, and from comics to immersive
technology, we are entering an exciting era where
creativity intersects with cutting-edge innovation.
The vision of ‘Create in India, Create for the
World’” encapsulates this ambition perfectly.

A catalyst for creative startups

WAVES exemplifies the beautiful convergence of
technology and storytelling. WAVEX is poised to
tap into this by supporting startups in innovative
areas such as animation, Al, Augmented
Reality/Virtual Reality (AR/VR), gaming, and the
metaverse.

With more than 4,500 sellers and over 5,900
buyers registered for the WAVES Bazaar, the
initiative promises to connect Indian startups
with global players, accelerating India’s ascent as
a leader in the global M&E landscape.

WAVES also champions innovation beyond
traditional media. Companies such as Erucanavis
Technologies are pioneering Al-driven playable

ads, while Amaze Studios and Offline Human
Studios are redefining storytelling through
animation and VR. Ed-tech ventures such as
InscapeXR and Vision Impact are transforming
learning with immersive media. Together, these
startups highlight the vast potential and global
relevance of India’s creative ecosystem.

A vision for the future
India has long been celebrated for its rich cultural
heritage and enduring legacy of creativity.

This creative energy finds its most vibrant
expression in our youth, who are the creators of
today and the visionaries of tomorrow. Across
film, music, animation, gaming, and digital
media, young Indian creators are pushing
boundaries and redefining genres.

The Indian government’s commitment to
nurturing this potential is evident in its support
for initiatives such as WAVES, which is designed
to foster a dynamic, innovative, and globally
competitive startup ecosystem in the Media and
Entertainment sector.

Today, through WAVES, we are not only
investing in startups, but we are also investing in
storytelling, in self-expression, and in the creative
economy that will define the future. Whether it is
in a biotech lab or a digital studio, creativity is the
currency that will shape tomorrow’s industries
and identities.

WAVES 2025 is more than a celebration of
India’s M&E industry; it is a launchpad for the
next generation of creators and entrepreneurs
poised to transform how the world consumes
entertainment, education, and culture.

As an advisory board member of WAVES, I am
proud to be part of this transformative journey.
The impact of this initiative will go far beyond
studios and boardrooms, echoing in every story
told, every startup scaled, and every innovation
that challenges convention.

India’s moment to lead a global creative
revolution is here. Let us ‘Create in India, Create
for the World’ and show the world the boundless
power of our imagination.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Now, action

All the steps taken by India
in its anger to punish
Pakistan could turn out to
be double-edged swords.
India cannot take back the
areas under the occupation
of Pakistan (PoK) without
unleashing a war which
could end up with
catastrophic consequences
given that both nations
possess nuclear weapons.
‘Annulling’ the Indus Waters
Treaty unilaterally is legally
complex and might have
significant risks for India’s
international standing and
also ensuring regional
stability. Completely
stopping the natural flow of
rivers into Pakistan is also
not immediately feasible.

India must also not forget
that China too is waiting to
use water as a weapon.
Therefore, what is required
at the moment is not to
over react. India needs to
take steps, patiently and
diplomatically, to isolate
Pakistan from its staunch
supporters and to dent its
influence in the Muslim
world.
AThirugnanasambantham,
Coimbatore

What happened in
Pahalgam will scar Kashmir
for years to come. Precious
lives have been lost,
families shattered, and a
region already fatigued by
decades of suffering has
been left in shock once

again. The Pahalgam
carnage was a deliberate
attempt to instil fear, fuel
division, and weaponise
religion.

R. Sivakumar,

Chennai

It is good to see that all
political parties have risen
as one and expressed their
support to whatever
measures the Centre is
going to take. Any response
should not be too hasty, as
it could cost the country
goodwill. There needs to be
a well-drafted plan based
on sound intelligence.

S.V. Venkatakrishnan,
Bengaluru

India’s strong line — that

‘India will identify, trace and
punish every terrorist
involved in this dastardly
assault’ — has obviously
shaken Pakistan.

India’s neighbour must note
that the bond between
India and Kashmir cannot
be broken. Steps must be
taken to isolate radical and
violent elements in
Kashmir.

Mani Nataraajan,

Chennai

India should not be
satisfied with the initial
steps taken after the
Pahalgam attack but should
systematically expose
Pakistan’s terror network
globally. India should
leverage new allies such as

Saudi Arabia to further
isolate Pakistan, and
pressure China not to
obstruct the listing of and
sanctions on
Pakistani-backed terrorists.
If China changes its stance,
it will be a major setback
for Pakistan’s terror
networks. The
unprecedented public anger
after the Pahalgam attack is
severely damaging
Pakistan’s narrative. Now is
the time for India to
vigorously expose
Islamabad’s support for
terrorism globally and also
campaign to uproot all the
structures that fuel
terrorism.

Mohammad Asad,
Mumbai

The crux of the problem is
identifying and locating the
perpetrators of crime at
Pahalgam. Without local
support and a recce, the
attack could not have been
executed. Therefore, the
starting point is zeroing in
on local handlers. Once
they are identified, the rest
of the investigation falls in
place. Last but not the least:
utmost restraint from both
sides is the need of the hour
lest it become another
Palestine issue.

AV. Narayanan,
Chennai
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Shikara owners protest on the Dal Lake in Srinagar against the terrorist attack on tourists in Baisaran valley of Pahalgam in southern Kashmir. IMRAN NISSAR

The meadow cries

out in fear and grief

Baisaran, surrounded by the mighty Himalayas that stand against an azure sky, has fallen silent. Here, on April

22, terrorists killed 24 tourists from across India, one from Nepal, and one local man who tried to protect

them. Peerzada Ashiq reports on how, four days after, those who lost loved ones are in disbelief, the country

collectively rages, while the people of Kashmir grieve the loss of a delicate peace

A Ladakh
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'PAHALGAM

Trigger warning: The following has references to
violence. Please avoid reading if you may be dis-
turbed by the details.
estled at an altitude of 8,000 feet
amidst lush pine forests, only the jun-
gle crows break the eerie silence
around the Baisaran meadow, 5 kilo-
metres from Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir. The
10-foot-high chain-linked fencing stands witness
to what happened here, between 2:40 p.m. and 3
p.m. on April 22. In the light afternoon sun, when
the meadow held about 250 people, most tou-
rists, a group of at least four terrorists selectively
killed 25 tourists and injured 16 others on the ba-
sis of their religion. A ponywala, one of about 150
who ferries people up to Baisaran, was also killed
when he tried to protect the tourists.

Outside the meadow, on the pony trek path,
mud and boulders bear the marks of the flying
bullets. Slippers and shoes of varying sizes, in-
cluding that of children, are half stuck in mud.
Broken sunglasses, purses, shattered phones lie

scattered. Inside the meadow, the

orange and blue chairs of the open-
air food court that served noodles,
tea, and paani puri, are scattered,
marked with blood. The zipline at-
tached to a pine tree has fallen silent;
the zorbing balls are still. Even the fra-
grance of pine is mixed with a stench.

Going downhill

“I cannot sleep after what I saw. I stood there
scanning one body after another. Women and
children were wailing, calling for help. The scene
keeps playing in my mind when I try to sleep,”
says Abdul Waheed Wani, 38, a pony owner who
is also president of the Baisaran Pony Operators
Association. Abdul and his younger brother Sajad
Wani, were the first to reach the spot after the ter-
rorists’ guns fell silent. He says he froze for a mi-
nute, then gathered himself and choking, sent a
voice note to a WhatsApp group of pony opera-
tors. “There are bodies on the ground, injured.
We need help. Rush all horsemen and ponywalas
to Baisaran,” he had said, in Urdu.

Abdul also shot a video of the scene to share
on the group, to give them the scale of the trage-
dy. The video has been shared across social me-
dia many times now. Then, he says, he moved
from person to person saying, “Sab theek ho jay-
ga” (Everything will be fine). Looking back, Ab-
dul recalls he was reassuring a child whose father
was dead, and two women whose husbands were
killed. “I couldn’t tell the child his father was
dead. I decided to focus on shifting people to Pa-
halgam hospital. Many were shifted on horse-
back. My brother Sajad carried one injured tou-
rist on his shoulders,” says Abdul.

The duo emptied a vendor’s charpoy full of
sunglasses and converted it into a stretcher to
shift the injured. He remembers that many tou-
rists who climbed the fencing were killed outside
the boundary wall. Syed Adil Hussain Shah, 28, a
ponywala from Anantnag district’s Hapatnar,
was shot dead for resisting the attackers. The in-
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jured, 16 in all, have been shifted to the army hos-
pital in Srinagar.

Baisaran is out of bounds for tourists now. Pa-
halgam was once Bollywood’s favourite haunt,
where blockbusters like the Rajesh Khanna-star-
rer Roti (1974) and Ranbir Kapoor-starrer Rock-
star (2011) were shot. “Around 1,500 visitors
would visit Baisaran every day. It provided a live-
lihood to over 500 locals, from pony operators to
shawl sellers,” says Shafi Wani, another pony
operator.

Mumbai’s maidan mourns

On April 23, the grief shifted to another meadow:
Hundreds gathered in the evening in Bhagshala
maidan in Dombivli, on the outskirts of Mumbai,
to mourn the deaths of cousins Atul Mone (42),
Hemant Joshi (48), and Sanjay Lele (47), three
victims of the Pahalgam terror attack. Dombivli
observed a bandh to protest the killings.

The photos of the cousins lined Karve road,
which was barricaded for vehicular movement.
In the maidan, on a stage cloaked in white, were
larger-than-life black-and-white pictures of the
three men, forming a backdrop. A few metres
away were more pictures for people to pay hom-
age with flowers.

At 8 p.m. the bodies were carried on to stage,
in the presence of Maharashtra’s Chief Minister,
Devendra Fadnavis. The families bid their last
goodbyes, before taking the bodies to the crema-
tion ground, about 2 km away, on foot.

Before the caskets were lifted, the crowd
chanted in anger, “Pakistan Murdabad!” Mone’s
daughter, Richa, a 12th-grade student, per-
formed the last rites for her father. On April 20,
the three families had boarded a train to Ahme-
dabad, then flew to Srinagar for a vacation they
had been planning for a while.

A day after the funeral, Atul’s wife, Anushka,
recounts the horrific day: “We had reached Bais-
aran around 1 or 1.30. Suddenly we heard gun-
fire, but mistook it for some adventure activity.
In no time, we saw men carrying guns. Their fac-
es were covered. They asked us whether we were
Hindu or Muslim four times. When none of us

said anything, my husband asked them, ‘Why are
you pointing guns at us? We have not done anyth-
ing” And they shot him,” she says, breaking
down.

Richa remembers that there was no escape.
They sat, frozen in fear. “After they left, we were
in a state of confusion. A few hours later, military
and the police escorted us. There were very few
choppers. At such a major tourist destination,
how come there was no security?” she says.

At the army base in Pahalgam, Anushka re-
members, “A woman with two children was faint-
ing in fear. It was a nightmare we never thought
we would encounter.”

Grief hits in many spaces

The newly-wed Himanshi, 24, from Haryana’s
Gurugram, sitting beside the body of her hus-
band Lieutenant Vinay Narwal, 26, on the mea-
dow, became the snapshot of the Pahalgam trage-
dy. The image was widely circulated on social and
news media soon after the terror attack, just six
days after the two had tied the knot at a wedding
ceremony in Mussoorie.

They had planned to fly to Switzerland for
their honeymoon, but when they didn’t get a vi-
sa, decided on Pahalgam, often called mini Swit-
zerland. Vinay, who was from Karnal, in Harya-
na, dreamt of joining the Indian Air Force to
become a fighter pilot. Considered too tall at 6
feet, 3 inches, he joined the Indian Navy.

Vinay’s father, Rajesh, a sales tax official in the
Haryana government, says, “This is going to stay
with us for the rest of our lives.” He keeps his
composure, remembering his son as an “out-
standing student” and a “dashing young officer”.

In a video that went viral in the aftermath of
the attack, Himanshi can be heard saying, “I was
eating bhelpuri and my husband was standing by
my side. A man came and shot him.”

Breaking news

Arathy Sarath, 37, from Kochi, Kerala, remem-
bers three things: her father, N. Ramachandran,
65, being shot dead; a gun thrust to the back of
her head by the same militant moments later;
and her 7-year-old twins screaming. “I don’t
know whether he intended to shoot me or did it
merely to scare me. He probably spared me after
hearing my children,” she says. Later, she joined
the others fleeing down the hilltop along the
horse route to the town. She rang her local cab
driver, Musafir, who drove them away to safety.

Sheela, Sarath’s mother, did not go to Baisa-
ran, as it involved a steep trek. “In the hotel
room, I ensured the cable TV network remained
disconnected. Even when I spoke to the cops, I
asked them not to tell my mother about the trage-
dy,” she says. Later, at the Srinagar airport, she
shielded her mother from those mourning. Shee-
la didn’t know her husband’s body was on the
same flight on which she returned.

“Musafir and another local driver, Sameer,
were with me all through, including when I stood
outside the morgue until 3 in the morning. They
treated me like a younger sister. Kashmir has now

given me two brothers,” she says. “Let Allah keep
you safe,” were her parting words to them. On so-
cial media, when she recounted her words, social
media spewed anger and hatred. A national tra-
gedy was used to stoke hatred.

Security at risk

Many tourists confirmed to security officials that
the terrorists were wearing khaki and black. The
police has announced a reward of 320 lakh each
for information on Adil Hussain Thoker, a resi-
dent of Anantnag; Ali Bhai alias Talha Bhai and
Hasim Musa alias Suleiman, both Pakistan na-
tionals. The houses of Thoker and another sus-
pect Asif Sheikh from Tral in Pulwama district
have been demolished during search operations
by security forces, who believe they belong to the
banned Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), which has alleg-
edly claimed responsibility for the attack.

Kashmir’s ruling National Conference leader
and Pahalgam MLA Altaf Kaloo sees a security
lapse. “It’s a clear case of intelligence failure.
Now, if they had intelligence and did not act,
questions need to be raised. A tourist spot not
manned by one armed policeman highlights the
grave lapse of security,” he says.

Officials in security agencies said there were
intelligence inputs about terrorists identifying a
“high-value target” in J&K. One input even identi-
fied the tourism industry as terrorists’ likely tar-
get, officials said.

Officials from the Home Ministry and the Intel-
ligence Bureau have said there was no police per-
mission to open the Baisaran meadow to tourists.

Pahalgam is one of Kashmir’s three main holi-
day hill-stations, the other two being Gulmarg
and Sonmarg, all vulnerable to militants because
of tough topography. Baisaran has posed a chal-
lenge to security agencies in the past too. During
the 2024 Amarnath yatra, it was closed for 52
days, following sightings of armed men nearby.

On one side of Baisaran are craggy mountain
cliffs, snow-capped peaks, and deep valleys, con-
necting Pahalgam with Kishtwar district’s War-
wan area in the Chenab valley. “It takes two to
three days of trekking from Baisaran to Warwan
valley,” a local trekker said.

Tensions between India and Pakistan escalat-
ed after the attack, with India downgrading di-
plomatic ties with its neighbour, holding the 1960
Indus Waters Treaty in abeyance, and asking that
Pakistani citizens leave the country by April 27.
Pakistan closed air space for Indian carriers and
the Pakistan army reportedly fired across the
Line of Control.

Tourism season takes a hit

According to J&K government figures, the State
has seen an upswing in tourist footfall over the
past few years. In 2024, there was a record 2.36
crore visitors, with a revival in border tourism for
the first time in 30 years, in regions like Gurez,
Keran, and Karnah.

In the forests and small hamlets between Lan-
ganbal and Yanner, adjacent to Pahalgam, a 10-
km long stretch, dozens of new hotels are being
constructed. “The hotels came up with the hope
that all segments of tourists could be catered to,”
says Niyaz Ahmad, a hotelier. “People took huge
loans from banks to invest in the tourism sector.
The investments are gone for now,” he adds.

From hoteliers to cab owners, the act of terror
has dented the prospects of tourism in Kashmir.
Tanveer Ahmad, 33, has run cabs for tourists for
many years. This year, Ahmad bought four more
taxis against loans. “Most of my cabs were
booked for April and May. Within 24 hours of the
Pahalgam attack, there were 47 cancellations for
April and 28 for May,” Ahmad says.

Tilak Singh, 38, a lawyer from Tamil Nadu, is
staying put. “We decided to stay back because
our hosts provided us a sense of security and hos-
pitality,” says Singh.

With inputs from Purnima Sah, Ashok Kumar,
and M.P. Praveen

peerzada.ashig@thehindu.co.in
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Open the spigots

Measures to improve credit growth welcome

he US tariff shock along with other

geopolitical headwinds have emerged asa

serious obstacle to growth. Both, the
Centre and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) need to
act purposefully. The RBI has been taking a series of
measures in recent months to ease liquidity and
decrease borrowing cost for consumers. The final
guidelines on Liquidity Coverage Ratio are another
move in this direction. These rules are quite lenient
compared to the draft proposal put out in July 2024,
and are expected to improve system liquidity by
%2.7-31akh crore.

The Basel III framework for liquidity
e standards tries to ensure that banks have

adequate high quality liquid assets to face a

-Sy high stress scenario lasting 30 days. The
framework lays down the run-off rate or the
drawdown rates for each category of
liability. While the draft circular issued in
July 2024 had prescribed an additional 5 per
cent run off rate for deposits from
individuals and small businesses acquired
through digital channels, the new
guidelines lower the rate to 2.5 per cent.
Similarly, the revised guidelines have
lowered the run-off factor for wholesale
deposits from trusts, partnerships, LLPs.
These LCR changes will significantly
improve system liquidity once
implemented next fiscal year. It may be
recalled that liquidity had become very
tight in the early part of this year due to
seasonal factors and RBI’s forex operations
to support the rupee. The RBI had injected
durable liquidity of around 7.9 lakh crore
through open market operations, longer
duration VRR auctions and forex swaps
since this January to redress the situation.
LCRrelaxation will further improve
durable liquidity.

The RBI has taken various measures to
improve flow of credit in the economy. Two
consecutive 25-basis points cuts in repo
rate in February and April haveledtoa
decline in interest rates in the market,
providing a breather to borrowers.
Lowering of risk weights assigned to bank
lending to NBFCs from April 2025 will
ensure that NBFCs are able to access bank
funding to enable them to on-lend to small
businesses and retail borrowers. Recently,
the central bank expanded co-lending
guidelines, allowing banks and NBFCs to
jointly lend to all borrowers. Co-lending
was restricted to priority sector loans
earlier. Similarly, putting project finance
guidelines on hold — a step which would
have locked up funds for project finance
provisioning — can provide a short-term
impetus to credit growth. The RBI is acting
in a pragmatic manner given the
deceleration in credit growth, especially in
the personal loan category.

Inatime of global disruption, it is
important to ensure that domestic
consumption is robust. Along with the
income tax cuts announced in the Budget,
better credit availability can do the needful
to buttress consumption. The IMF’s World
Economic Outlook points to a 50 basis
points dip in global growth in 2025 to 2.8
per cent over its January projections. The
writing is on the wall: open the spigots.

OTHER VOICES.

Gl}g}‘edian

Catholics at a crossroads

In keeping with the humble style of his papacy, Pope Francis did his best to dial
down the pomp and ceremony that would mark his passing. In St Peter’s Basilica,
where he now lies in state, Francis’s body rests in an unelaborate coffinand has
not been placed on the traditional elevated bier. The tomb in which he will be
buried is to be underground and unadorned, carrying only the plain inscription
“Franciscus”, again on his instructions. The final grace notes of a remarkable
papacy willadd to the pathos of Saturday’s funeral, which hundreds of thousands
of mourners are expected to attend. The Argentinian pope’s plain, direct style
endeared him to millions of non-Catholics as well as to the faithful. But the
ecclesiastical politics of what happens next, in a divided church, will be anything
but straightforward. .onoon, apriL 24
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Ishiba’s Visit to Asian Nations

The US-led international order, with free trade at its core, is facing a turning point.
In particular, Southeast Asian countries that the United States has imposed high
tariffs on have been significantly shaken. Japan must actively work for the stability
of the region. At the same time, such an effort would serve as an opportunity to
broaden the scope of Japanese diplomacy. Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba plans to
visit Vietnam and the Philippines from April 27. He intends to confirm with the
leaders of both countries the strengthening of cooperation in a wide range of areas,
including the economy and security. In the economic field, an important topic of
discussion will be how to deal with the tariff measures taken by the administration
of US. President Donald Trump. The United States intends to impose “reciprocal
tariffs” of 469% on Vietnamand 18% on the Philippines. toxvo, apriL25

Steel poses
some policy

challenges

STEELING UP. India has protected upstream
steel sector but that has hit the competitiveness
of the firms in the downstream sectors

RAM SINGH

s global trade wars

proliferate and economic

environment becomes

unpredictable, there is

demand to protect the
vulnerable sectors of Indian economy
from Chinese dumping especiallyin
steel.

India has consistently protected its
upstream steel industry to ensure
economic sovereignty, using tariffs and
regulatory shields. The 2025 safeguard
duties against Chinese dumping
continue this approach.

However, rising steel costs strain
downstream sectors like engineering,
construction, and auto-components,
risking competitiveness. Given this
context, let us decode consequences of
such protection and the way forward for
India’s steel sector.

SHIELDED TO SCALE

Since independence, and more
specifically in last decade, India has
systematicallyimplemented a
multi-pronged strategy to protect the
steel sector, blending industrial, trade,
tariff, and non-tariff measures.

For instance, industrially, the
National Steel Policy, 2017, set an
ambitious target to expand crude steel
production capacity to 300 million
tonnes (mt) by 2030-31, aiming to
position India as a global steel
manufacturing hub.

The 2021 PLI Scheme for Specialty
Steel allocated 6,322 crore to boost
domestic production by 25 mt and cut
imports.

Similarly, Mission Purvodaya (2020)
was aimed to revitalise Eastern India’s
steel ecosystem. Infrastructure
initiatives like Make-in-India, and the
National Infrastructure Pipeline also
aim to stimulate domestic steel demand.

On the trade front, India took decisive
measures to shield its steel sector from
global oversupply, particularly from
China, Japan, and South Korea. In 2016,

itintroduced a Minimum Import Price
(MIP) across 173 steel products to
counter plummeting global prices.
When MIP expired, India shifted to
more targeted trade monitoring through
the Steel Import Monitoring System
(SIMS), introduced in 2019, requiring
advance registration of steel imports.

Tariff instruments also played a
critical role, albeit sometimes at the cost
of downstream industries. In 2018 and
2020, India raised basic customs duties
onvarious steel products to 15 per cent.
Since 2015, India has imposed
anti-dumping duties on imports from
countries like China, South Korea, and
Japan, and applied countervailing duties
on Chinese steel in 2017. In 2024-25,
policymakers once again introduced
safeguard measures to protect the
upstream steel sector from unfair
competition.

In the non-tariff domain,
policymakers introduced mandatory BIS
certification for steel products in 2016,
limiting the influx of substandard
imports and later increasing their scope
under Make-in-India mission.

Correspondingly the introduction of
Quality Control Orders (QCOs),
expanding coverage to over 100 steel
categories, ensured higher product
quality standards. Restrictions on
defective and seconds steel further
closed avenues for cheap imports.

India’s vigilance also extended to
controlling third-country rerouting
through the UAE, addressing the misuse
of FTA provisions via COO rules from
ASEAN countries, and introducing
CAROTAR-2020, all of which
complemented the protective measures
to safeguard the upstream steel
industry.

DOWNSTREAM DISTRESS
However, downstream industries like
auto components, aerospace, defence,

Despite India’s robust
base in basic carbon and
mild steels, domestic
availability of niche,
high-performance categories
is markedly scarce

and heavy engineering faced higher
costs and reduced competitiveness,
constraining India’s value-added
export growth amid rising
protectionism.

Despite India’s robust base in basic
carbon and mild steels, domestic
availability of niche, high-performance
categories like high-strength alloy
(crankshaft), heat-resistant wear steels
(piston rings), super-alloy extreme
(jet-engine turbine blades), marine and
cryogenic steels (submarine pressure
hulls), weathering and corrosion steels
(shipping containers), impact-resistant
transit steels (railway wheels) and
austenitic and martensitic Stainless
Steel (medical needles, forceps,
scissors, blades etc) is markedly scarce.

Auto component makers producing
gudgeon pins, piston rings, crankshafts,
and sleeves often rely on imported alloy
steels like 4340 and nitrided tool steels,
as indigenous alternatives frequently
fall short on fatigue endurance and
metallurgical finesse.

In defence manufacturing, India’s
ambitions to export tanks and
armoured vehicles are hamstrung by
the lack of high-grade armour steels
(for tank turrets) and HY-series steels
crucial for submarine construction.

Even when available, the steel often
becomes economically unviable; for
instance, while India exports 100cc
bikes at around $950, China does soata
leaner $650, exposing a structural
competitiveness chasm.

Similarly, we are priced-out in ship
building. In aerospace, the constraints
are even more acute: Inconel-based
superalloys vital for aeroplane wings,
jet engines, and gas turbines continue
to be heavily imported, stalling India’s
aspirations in global defence exports.

Renewable energy sectors,
particularly windmills, suffer similarly
due to the limited supply of ultra-high
tensile steels, while railways struggle
with precision-grade manganese alloy
steels for wheels enduring dynamic
loads.

Heavy machineryand oil drilling
industries also import hardened tool
steels for equipment like drilling
machines and gantry cranes. This
specialty steel deficit not only escalates
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costs but systematically undermines
India’s rise in engineering exports. A
strategic reforms in specialty steel
production is imperative to truly
transform India’s manufacturing
narrative.

WAY FORWARD

The proposed National Manufacturing
Mission (NMM), replacing the PLI
incentives, aims to raise India’s
manufacturing share to 25 per cent of
GDP and create 100 million jobs.
Recognising steel as a critical scale
industry essential for industrial
competitiveness, the NMM must
address both upstream and
downstream segments to build a
resilient and vibrant India, one that is
free from dumping, import dependency,
and equipped to drive other sectors
forward in an evolving, turbulent global
environment.

Our steel sector must become
fundamentally export-competitive;
hence, achieving scale, strengthening
systems, enhancing sophistication, and
promoting inter-sectoral synergies are
crucial.Moreover, sector-specific
interventions are essential: while large
enterprises (>20 MTPA) must be
fostered for BF-BOF production, a
systematic push for efficient EAF and
DRIroutes is equally needed for
MSMEs, ensuring access to low-cost,
green energy sources such as small
modular reactors, solar, and hydrogen.

Policy support for uninterrupted and
cost-effective coal supply to large-scale
industries is also necessary.

For true resilience, both scale and
value-chain sophistication are critical.
Strategic FDI through select foreign
players can catalyse growth while
countering oligopolistic tendencies.

Within 5-8 years, India’s steel sector
must be free from anti-competitive
practices, supported by world-class
infrastructure, technological
dynamism, and a fair, competitive
environment. NMM’s support must be
time-bound, merit-based, and
transition towards an open,
innovation-driven market economy.

The writer is Professor and head, IIFT, New Delhi.
Views are personal

What’s in store for Gensol and its shareholders?

The Centre could replace the board and ensure a pre-IBC revival or takeover to safeguard interests of workers, shareholders

|
Vaibhav Kakkar
Anuj Garg

he Securities and Exchange
I Board (SEBI) inits April 15

interim order has gone into detail
how Anmol Singh Jaggi and Puneet
Singh Jaggi allegedly diverted funds
from Gensol Engineering to themselves,
their families and various companies
controlled by them, through a myriad of
carefully layered transactions.

The interim order paints a picture of
an utter corporate governance
breakdown. After establishing a prima
facie case, SEBI has barred the Jaggi
brothers from holding any directorship
or key managerial position in Gensol till
any further orders.

SEBI has also ordered a forensic audit
of Gensol and other entities mentioned
in the order to establish the extent of the
alleged fraud. The alleged actions - or
inactions - of connected stakeholders
including the independent directors,
audit committee members, CEO, CFO,
compliance officer and statutory
auditors of Gensol are likely to be the
focal point for SEBI during this forensic
audit.

The failure of Gensol to repay its
loans, which initially triggered the entire

saga, could lead to the lenders seeking
independent relief under the insolvency
and bankruptcy (IBC) framework and
attachment of the company’s secured
assets (such as the EV fleets). The
lenders could also potentially trigger
‘events of default’ clauses under the
relevant financing agreements and
invoke pledges created by the Jaggi
brothers on their shares in Gensol to
further aggravate the misery for public
retail shareholders.

IBC: PITFALLS, LIMITATIONS

What is the way out of this quagmire?
Although there have been a few success
stories like CG Power (acquired by
Murugappa Group), Satyam (acquired
by Tech Mahindra), Fortis Healthcare
(acquired by IHH Healthcare Berhad)
and United Spirits (acquired by Diageo)
where new acquirers came to the rescue
of beleaguered companies - companies
in similar situations generally tend to
suffer.

Often, such companies end up getting
entangled within the hit-or-miss IBC
revival/liquidation framework. While
IBC has been instrumental in enabling
successful corporate restructurings,
eliminating NPAs and ensuring debt
resolution, it has also led to manya
‘corporate death’.

GENSOL. Quick action needed ceTTvimaces

Recent examples of companies like Jet
Airways and GoAir which could not be
revived through the IBC framework and
had to be liquidated to satisfy the
lenders’ dues, highlight the IBC’s
limitations.

IBC processes are prone to drawn-out
timelines and prolonged judicial
disputes. Statistics reveal that
successful revivals under the IBC have
been primarily linked to corporate
debtors having hard infrastructure
assets like factories and mines, which
have their own independent value.

To safeguard the interests of a
company and its retail shareholders, it is
critical that the ‘brain’ of the company
(its board of directors) is swiftly
replaced once there is any suggestion of
malfeasance on the part of promoters.
Given the systemic and large scale

nature of such episodes of corporate
misgovernance, the possible pliability
and complicity of non-executive
directors and independent directors
cannot be ruled out.

Under the existing regulatory
framework, there is ample power with
the Central Government to replace the
board of any company - as was exercised
in the infamous Satyam case. For
effective revival, reputed bankers and
consultants should be hired to conduct a
time-bound and transparent auction
process which gets institutional or
strategic investors to acquire and take
control of such companies.

To prevent Gensol from suffering the
same destiny as many of its
counterparts, it is crucial that rapid
remedial action - in the form of
superseding the existing board - is taken
by the government, regulators and
judicial authorities.

Apre-IBC corporate revival
framework must be explored, including
potential third party takeovers. This
could go along way in saving the
livelihood of thousands of employees,
and economic value for millions of retail
shareholders.

Kakkar is a Senior Partner and Gargis an Associate at
Saraf and Partners. Views expressed are personal
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Punish the culprits

This is with reference to the report
‘Willidentify, trackand punish
terrorists, their hackers: PM’ (April 25
). Itis really very shocking to hear that
26 touristsare brutally killed by
terrorists in Pahalgam a few days back.
PM Modi has aggressively stated that
allthe terrorists involved in the attack
will be punished including their
backers. It is undoubtedly a failure of
our security system. The perpetrators
of this dastardly crime must be
brought to book immediately.

Katuru Durga Prasad Rao

Hyderabad

FMCG cos’ pain

Results of the FMCG companies for
the last quarter indicate that
consumption is yet not picking up.
Much is being said about the
attractiveness of the Indian markets.
But unless there is adequate growth,
Flls are going to take their money
elsewhere.

The government seems to be doing
nothing to spur growth and seems to
be happy with empty rhetoric. Input
costs for the consumer companies
arerisingand they are unable to pass
them on to the consumer.

In nearly half a dozen quarters the

profits of these companies have not
beaten inflation numbers.
Anthony Henriques

Mumbai

Rankings wrangle

It refers to ‘Is NIRF ranking academia
into lemons?’. NIRF rankings came as
abreath of fresh air adecade ago,
but it looks like it has also fallen like
other rankings.

The Education Ministry should have
understood that credibility takes
years to develop while it is ruined in
months.

Millions of students and their

families rely on NIRF rankings as not
every student gets admission to
creme de la creme institutions, so
transparent rankings are crucial.
Buta compromised NIRF ranking is
tragic for these young students and
their careers. We need a holistic
change in the NIRF framework to
make it credible once again.

Bal Govind

Noida

Ray of hope

With reference to the article ‘Why
Trump-Powell tussle is dragging
down the dollar’, it needs to be

remembered that lower than the
current range of valuation of the
dollarisin line with the thinking by
Trump-Stephen Miran duo as one of
the means to reduce the US’ trade
deficit, to bring down the cost of
imports and increasing the exports.
Recent reports of moderation in
Washington’s narratives provide a
ray of hope. Back- tracking on the
issues of sacking Powell as Fed Chief
or scaling down China tariffs by
Trump, provide the background for
the modest optimism.

Angara Venkata Girija Kumar

Chennai
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[WT, Simla Agreement ‘in abeyance’> What this means

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,APRIL25

IN RETALIATION to the Pahalgam terror at-
tack, India has decided to hold the Indus
Waters Treaty of 1960 (IWT)“in abeyance”, as
well as a slew of other diplomatic measures.
Pakistan too has said that it “shall exercise the
right to hold all bilateral agreements with
India, including but not limited to the Simla
Agreement, in abeyance.”
Holding treaties “in
abeyance” often has signifi-
cant ramifications on the

LAW

treaty concluded for that purpose between
the two Governments”.

The article also says that it “may from
time to time be modified by a duly ratified
treaty concluded for that purpose between
the two Governments”. India has invoked the
modification provision, citing “fundamental
changes in the circumstances that have taken
place since the Treaty was executed,” the Jal
Shakti Ministry’s letter to Pakistan said.
The “changes” include “significantly al-

tered population demograph-
ics”, “the need to accelerate the
development of clean energy”,
and Pakistan not acting in

ground. With regards to the
IWT and Simla Agreement, however, the im-
mediate impact will be limited.

IWT in abeyance

The IWT guides the distribution of the
waters of the Indus and its tributaries be-
tween India and Pakistan. On Thursday, India
formally informed Pakistan that the IWT will
be “held in abeyance” withimmediate effect.
But the treaty itself states that it cannot be
altered unilaterally. Article XII of the IWT says
it can only be terminated “by a duly ratified

“good faith”. “The obligation to
honour a treaty in good faith is fundamental
to a treaty. However, what we have seen in-
stead is sustained cross border terrorism by
Pakistan,” the letter said.

In international law, terms like “funda-
mental changes in the circumstances” and
(the lack of) “good faith” allow countries to

rescind their consent from agreements.

Law on treaties

The term “hold in abeyance” does not find
a mention in the Vienna Convention on the
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ISCHINAEVENNEGOTIATING WITH
TREUSONTARIFFS?

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI,APRIL25

US MARKETS held steady on Friday, main-
taining the overall upward trend seen over
the past few days. This came after
President Donald Trump on Thursday said
he did not intend to fire Jerome Powell,
the Chairman of the Federal Reserve, and
the buzz in the market that the Fed may
cut interest rates sooner than expected.
However, a crucial question contin-
ued to loom in the minds of many ob-
servers and analysts: Is China even ne-
gotiating with the US on tariffs?

Conflicting statements

Ever since President Trump took of-
fice, he and his cabinet members have re-
peatedly said that the US was in “active”
negotiations with China. But a statement
by He Yadong, the spokesperson for the
Chinese Ministry of Commerce, on
Thursday indicated otherwise.

“China and the US are not in talks on
tariffs and the US needs to show sincerity
if it wants to talk... The US should revoke
all unilateral tariffs on China if it wants to
solve problems,” he said, as quoted by
Bloomberg.

As things stand, the US has imposed
tariffs of 145% on China, which has retal-
iated with 125% tariffs on the US, among
a slew of other measures.

To be sure, while Trump’s tariffs
against the US’s traditional trading al-
lies such as the EU, Japan, Canada and
Mexico shocked many observers, tariffs
against China were considered far more
par for the course. After all, Trump had
tariffed China in his first term — tariffs
that were subsequently retained by
President Joe Biden.

Negotiating with whom?
China’s blunt refutation of claims that

TRUMP TARIFFS
DAILY DECODE

www.indianexpress.com/explained

the US has repeatedly made, led the
widely respected investment strategist
Ed Yardeni to say the following to
Bloomberg radio: “It is a very odd situa-
tion where the US seems to be negotiat-
ing with itself. It's a very peculiar part of
the deal where you walked into the room,
and you're the only one negotiating.”

Trump on his part has doubled
down. During a press interaction on
Thursday, he claimed that Washington
and Beijing had had their latest talk ear-
lier in the day, but when pressed further,
refused to name or identify the Chinese
(or American) officials involved in the
negotiations.

The bottom line is that only one of
the two assertions can be true. And if the
US refuses to (or cannot) prove thatitis
indeed negotiating with China, its cred-
ibility and leverage is what will take a
further hit.

What is apparent from Trump’s re-
cent posturing is that he is, at the very
least, feeling some pressure. Or as Neil
Dutta, Head of Economic Research at
Renaissance Macro, put it: “Trump’s re-
cent comments around Powell, his sooth-
ing words around China, all tell you that
Trump is starting to ‘feel the market’.”

Time will tell where this pressure will
lead Trump. One thing is clear: China is
ready and willing to play hardball.
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Law of Treaties of 1969 (VCLT), a multilateral
treaty which regulates treaties among na-
tions. The VCLT recognises “termination” or
“suspension” of treaties, with Article 62 pro-
viding “fundamental change of circum-
stances” as grounds for termination.

But the International Court of Justice (IC]),
in its rulings, has set a rather high bar for
what constitutes a “fundamental change”.

Take for instance the ICJ’s ruling in
Nicaraguav United States(1984). Nicaragua had
taken the US to the IC] for supporting anti-com-
munist Contrarebels, whichitargued violated
the Washington’s obligations under the 1956
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and
Navigation. The US claimed there had been a
“change in circumstances” — namely, the com-
munist takeover by Sandinistas — that war-
ranted a “need for collective self-defense”. The
IC] rejected this argument.

Dispute resolution

While India’s climate change argument
may be considered a “fundamental change in
circumstance”, it will be difficult to argue the
same with regards to terrorism, since it does
not directly fall in the purview of the IWT.

Note that in the 1997 Gabcikovo-
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Nagymaros project dispute between Hungary
and Slovakia concerning the construction of
adam over the Danube, the IC] had ruled that
any change of circumstance must be of aspects
within the treaty and not outside.

As such, the suspension of the IWT does
not have any immediate repercussions, in
that India at the moment does not possess
the capabilities to curb the flow of Indus wa-
ters to Pakistan. Pakistan may, if it chooses
to, engage the dispute resolution process en-
shrined in the treaty.

That said, the basic premise of interna-
tional law is the consent of the nation.
International law is not enforceable against
the will of a sovereign nation. It works only
when nations agree that it should work.

“Dispute resolution is not the key focus
in international law,” said Prabhash Ranjan,
a professor at the Jindal Global Law School.
He added that “the action it is taking against
Pakistan is lawful and not otherwise”.

Simla Agreement & LoC

The agreement signed in 1972, in the af-
termath of the 1971 India-Pakistan war
(which Pakistan lost), primarily deals with
two things: how bilateral relations are to be

conducted, and the recognition of the Line
of Control (LoC) as the de facto border.

“Pending the final settlement of any of
the problems between the two countries,
neither side shall unilaterally alter the situa-
tion and both shall prevent... any acts detri-
mental to the maintenance of peaceful and
harmonious relations,” the agreement states.

The agreement does not have legally bind-
ing obligations, but contains what is com-
monly referred to as “best endeavour
clauses”. But Pakistan has never truly endeav-
oured to abide by the agreement — it has re-
peatedly violated the ceasefire, tried to an-
nex positions on the Indian side of the LoCin
Kargilin 1999, and frequently sponsored non-
state actors to breach India’s sovereignty.

For all intents and purposes, the Simla
Agreement has been dead for along time. In
fact, even the ongoing suspension of talks be-
tween the two nations can be seen as a
breach of the Simla Agreement. Pakistan sus-
pending the treaty only means that it no
longer recognises the LoC.

The Simla Agreement, as such, does not
create legally binding obligations. Thus, it also
does not mention a dispute resolution process,
in case the treaty is violated by one country.

Why Crimea matters to Russia

As the US pushes for an end to the war in Ukraine, Donald Trump has said the Black Sea peninsula will
stay with Russia. Why is Crimea, annexed by Vladimir Putin in 2014, so important to Russia? And what
implications does the formal US recognition of Crimea as part of Russia have for Ukraine?

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 25

THE CRIMEAN peninsula had been “handed
to” Vladimir Putin by Barack Obama, but now,
“Crimea will stay with Russia”, United States
President Donald Trump told Time Magazine
inan interview published on Friday.

Earlier this week, Trump pressed Ukraine
to accept a peace deal under which the US
would reportedly recognise Crimea — which
Russia seized in 2014 — as Russian territory.

Formally accepting Crimea as part of
Russia would reverse a major American for-
eign policy position.

Experts have pointed out that while it
may be acceptable — even reasonable under
the circumstances — to concede an indefi-
nite illegal occupation of Crimea, it is quite
another thing to officially condone a change
of Ukraine’s national borders by force.

The importance of Crimea

Geography is a key determinant of what
makes a place strategically valuable. At very
few places in the world does this statement
ring truer than in Crimea, whose strategic
value arises not only out of its own geogra-
phy, but that of the larger Russian Federation.

QUEST FOR WARM WATER PORTS:
Russia’s coastline stretches more than 37,000
km. However, much of it is to the north of the
Arctic Circle, where sea ice makes many
Russian ports unusable in the winter. As such,
the quest for warm water ports has guided
centuries of Russian foreign policy.

“The history of Russia may be written in
terms of its search for ocean ports. The
Russian Bear will not be content until it finds
warm water...,” the geographer George
Babcock Cressey wrote in his influential
book, The Basis of Soviet Strength (1945).

GATEWAY TO MEDITERRANEAN: The
Black Sea is by far the warmest marine fea-
ture bordering Russia. It is also the only way
for Russia to directly access the Medi-
terranean Sea — through the vital Turkish-
controlled Bosphorus and Dardanelles straits
—and by extension, southern Europe, Africa,
West Asia, and beyond.

More than a century ago, in 1913, Sergey
Sazonov, then Foreign Minister of Russia, told
Tsar Nicholas II: “The straits in the hands of a
strong state means the full subjection of the
economic development of South Russia to
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that state” (quoted by John A Morrisonin  primary considerations.

‘Russia and Warm Water’ published in US
Naval Institute Proceedings in 1952). Since the
late 18th century, Russia has projected power
and secured its access to the Mediterranean
with its Black Sea Fleet military unit.

IMPORTANCE OF SEVASTOPOL: The
Black Sea ports of Sochi and Novorossiysk,
in the Krasnodar Krai in southern Russia, are
fairly shallow and require ships to moor off-
shore. This makes them less-than-ideal
bases for the Black Sea Fleet, unlike its his-
toric home: the deep water port of
Sevastopol in Crimea.

Sevastopol lies at the heart of Crimea’s im-
portance to Moscow, especially since the dis-
integration of the Soviet Union. In the 1990s,
control over Sevastopol was central to the ten-
sions between Russia and nascent Ukraine.
Out of negotiations to manage these tensions
arose the Kharkiv Pact of 1997, which gave
Crimea to Ukraine but allowed Russia to keep
control of Sevastopol until 2017.In 2010, the
lease was extended up to 2042, before Russia
pulled out of the treaty in 2014.

Context in current war

In 2014, a massive pro-Western political
movement ousted then President Viktor
Yanukovych of Ukraine, who was seenin his
country as a Russian puppet. Yanukovych
fled Ukraine on February 22 that year, and
Russian forces took control of Crimean
strategic sites days later.

In mid-March 2014, after Crimean au-
thorities declared independence and asked
to join Russia, the peninsula was formally in-
corporated as part of Ukraine’s giant neigh-
bour. Moscow’s action was guided by two

FIRST, Russia wanted to secure control
over Sevastopol. The renewal of the lease in
2010 was extremely unpopular among the
sections of Ukrainians who had overthrown
Yanukovych and taken control of the country.
The Kremlin could not have allowed the new
government in Kyiv the time to consolidate
and consider action on Sevastopol.

SECOND, the new pro-West dispensa-
tion that took power in Kyiv following the
Maidan Revolution was expected to push to
join NATO, as other former Warsaw Pact
members including Romania and Bulgaria,
also on the Black Sea, had already done.

Ukraine joining the US-led, anti-Russia
military alliance would leave Russia deeply
vulnerable in the Black Sea, once regarded as
a “Soviet lake”. Taking full control of Crimea
was vital in the context of a possible future
invasion of Ukraine, for which the peninsula
would provide the required foothold and
launchpad.

Putin finally invaded eight years later —in
February 2022. Apart from the larger inse-
curity with the possible expansion of NATO
toits doorstep, Crimea played a crucial role in
Russia’s decision.

THE QUESTION OF WATER: Crimea is
arid, with insufficient rainfall to meet the
needs of its roughly 2.5 million population.
So the erstwhile USSR had built the 400-km-
long North Crimean Canal to carry the water
of the Dnieper river from mainland Ukraine
to the peninsula.

Soon after Russia annexed Crimea in
February-March 2014, Ukraine dammed the
canal ahead of its entry into the peninsula.
According to a study from 2015, the canal

was supplying up to 85% of Crimea’s water
at the time it was shut down.

Two days after invading Ukraine in
2022, Russian forces blew up the dam on
the canal. “In order to guarantee the sup-
ply of water in the long term, Putin wants
to control the canal all the way to the
Dnieper river, which means occupying the
province of Kherson...,” Russia expert Peter
Rutland wrote for Responsible Statecraft, the
online magazine of the Washington-based
Quincy Institute.

The city of Kherson, on the western bank
of the Dnieper, is currently under Ukrainian
control. But Russia occupies much of the ter-
ritory in the oblast to the east of the river —
and effectively controls the fate of the North
Crimean Canal.

Donald Trump’s proposal

Crimea had been part of Russia’s empire
for hundreds of years until 1954, when the
Soviet leader Nikita Khruschev transferred
control over the peninsula to Kyiv as a “gift”.
Putin does not accept this,and Trump’s pro-
posal backs and legitimises his position. By
freezing Ukraine’s political map as it stands
today, the US will secure Crimea — and the
canal — for Moscow for the long term.

“We are ready to reach a deal,” Sergey
Lavrov, Russia’s Foreign Minister, said in an
interview aired on CBS News on Thursday.

Two days previously, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Ukraine had said
that no deal that would have Ukraine ceding
any of its territory was acceptable. “There’s
nothing to talk about here. This is against our
constitution,” he said on Tuesday.

Commentators have noted that it would
be geopolitical suicide for Ukraine to accept
Trump’s proposal — for once Putin and his
army have won a breather, Russia is certain
to move to conquer all of Ukraine. Others
have circled back to the concern that mak-
ing such a concession to Russia would set a
precedent for China to walk into Taiwan.

Backin 2022, then Senator Marco Rubio of
Florida had co-sponsored a legislative meas-
ure that barred the US from recognising any
Russian claims on Ukrainian land because that
would “risk establishing a dangerous prece-
dent for other authoritarian regimes, like the
Chinese Communist Party, to imitate”.

Rubio, now the US Secretary of State, is
keen to support President Trump’s efforts to
end the war, no matter the cost to Ukraine.

Tractor and fertiliser sales data, a mirror of farm sector growth

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, APRIL 25

THE GREEN REVOLUTION has been syn-
onymous with chemical fertilisers, tractors,
and high-yielding seeds. Growth in their
sales is considered a reliable proxy indica-
tor for the performance of
the farm sector.

By that yardstick, 2024-
25 was a good year for Indian

EXPLAINED

ECONOMICS

Thus, 2014-15 and 2015-16 registered
double-digit negative sales increases,
matched by poor farm output growth of
minus 0.2% and 0.6% respectively. These
years also witnessed back-to-back El Nifo
events, the abnormal warming of waters
in the central and eastern tropical Pacific
Ocean that is generally associated with
monsoon failures in India.

Tractor sales bounced
backin2016-17 and 2017-18,
which were also good agri-

agriculture, in which both
tractors and fertilisers notched up impres-
sive sales growth.

Sales of tractors...

Sales of these machines, which provide
motive power for on- and off-farm opera-
tions, rose by 8.4% to reach 9.40 lakh units in
2024-25, a shade below the all-time high
of 9.45 lakh units achieved in 2022-23.

Tractor sales more or less mirror official
agricultural growth numbers.

culture years with growth
rates of 6.8% and 6.6% respectively. Farm out-
put growth was also buoyantin 2020-21 (4%)
and 2022-23 (6.3%), and weak in 2023-24
(2.7%), which was an El Nifio year. This was
reflected in tractor sales in these years.

The only years in which the association
between agricultural growth and sales of
tractors broke down were 2018-19, 2019-
20, and 2021-22. Farm sector growth was
low (2.1%)in 2018-19, but the tractor indus-
try did well. That year saw a “weak” EI Nifio,

CONSUMPTION/SALE OF FERTILISER PRODUCTS, TRACTORS

Urea DAP NP/NPK | SSP MOP Tractor sales

2013-14 306 73.57 72.64 3879 228 6,33,846
2014-15 306.1 76.26 | 82.78 3989 2853 5,51,463
2015-16 30635  91.07 88.21 4253 2467 493,769
2016-17 29614 8964 8414 3757  28.63 5,82,662
2017-18 29894 9294 | 85.96 3439 31.58 711,478

2018-19  314.18 92.11 90.28 3579  29.57 7,80,032
2019-20 33695 101 98.57 4403 | 2787 7,05,011

2020-21 35043 11911 @ 11811 4489 3425 8,99,407
2021-22 3418 92.72 114.79 56.81 | 24.56 8,42,266
2022-23 35725 10418 100.74 5017 1632 945,311

2023-24 35738 108.12 @ 110.73 4544 1645 8,67,237
2024-25 38774  92.82 14214 4929 2202 9,39,713

Fertiliser figures in lakh tonnes. Source: The Fertiliser Association of India

Tractor sales data for April-March fiscal years. Source: Tractor and Mechanization Association

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

and the effects of deficient monsoon and
post-monsoon rain in 2018 were felt only
in 2019-20, when tractor sales fell despite
agriculture per se growing by 6.3%.
Officially, the farm sector grew at a
healthy 4% in 2021-22. But many question
this figure, given the spurt in food inflation
from early 2022 and the bans/ restrictions
on exports of wheat, rice and sugar imposed
thereafter. It was also captured by tractor
sales, which posted a 6.4% dip in 2021-22.

...And of fertilisers

The table shows sales of urea and com-
plexes — containing nitrogen (N), phospho-
rous (P), potassium (K), and sulphur (S) nu-
trients in various proportions — at record
levels of 387.7 lakh tonnes (It) and 142.1 It
respectively in 2024-25.

This is consistent with the 4.6% growth
in farm sector gross value added, as per the
National Statistics Office’s second advance
estimates for 2024-25.

Sales of muriate of potash (IMOP) and sin-

gle super phosphate (SSP) went up signifi-
cantly over 2023-24. That year had seen flat or
low growth in sales of most fertilisers, thanks
to the “strong” El Nifio whose impact was felt
in the form of subnormal rains and a short
winter, followed by heat wave conditions.

The only fertiliser that recorded a de-
cline in sales is di-ammonium phosphate
(DAP)—92.81tin 2024-25, from 108.1 Itand
104.2 It in the preceding two years. DAP has
been in short supply in the last few years.

The non-availability of DAP has led farm-
ers to apply alternative fertilisers, especially
complexes suchas20:20:0:13,10:26:26 and
12:32:16,and also SSP.

The fertiliser that has seen the highest
growth in the last two years is 20:20:0:13,
also known as ammonium phosphate sul-
phate. It has now emerged as India’s third
largest consumed fertiliser after urea and
DAP, with salesrising from 33.41tin2013-14
t053.91tin 2023-24 to 69.7 1t in 2024-25.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

T'HE UNITED FRONT

Opposition’s support empowers government in pursuing the
terrorists. Their common ground secures a diverse nation

NTHE AFTERMATH of Tuesday's terror strike in Pahalgam, take a minute, rewind to

the pre-Tuesday polity. It was a story of polarisation-as-usual, with the government

digging its heels in, the Opposition not giving any quarter to the government. The

recent debate in Parliament on the wagf bill had brought a rare instance of both ac-
knowledging each other, if only to lock horns. Against this backdrop, Tuesday is a turning
point. The toll of the horrific act of terror has been devastating, leaving in its wake a stunned
nation and grieving households across states. But Tuesday has also brought together, for
now, a warring political class, the government with the Opposition, on a common ground
of empathy and solidarity with families of the 26 Indians whose lives were cut short so
cruelly. Asitrolled out a series of steps in its coercive diplomacy to furtherisolate Pakistan
and increase the international pressure on it, the government held an all-party meeting on
Thursday to brief its political opponents and bring them on board. And even as some mem-
bers of the Opposition raised questions of security and intelligence lapses — legitimately,
after a tragedy as grave as this one — all pledged support to the government in the action
it takes in this sobering moment in the interest of the country.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that “India’s spirit will never be broken by
terrorism”. That spirit is renewed and reinforced when parties across the political-ideo-
logical spectrum set aside their differences. In a challenging time, they will need to play
not only a representative but also a bridging role. Even as some TV and social media war-
riors are using this moment to deepen divides and stoke faultlines, political parties must
know that a much larger India lies beyond them, which all this noise — shrill and empty
— and posturing cannot obscure. In this larger nation, stories abound of how, in the ter-
ror attack in which those who were targeted were identified by their names and their
faith, neither mattered when locals rushed to help the victim, lent a shoulder and more,
and later, when schools and colleges, shops and business establishments in the Valley
downed their shutters to express their pain and solidarity.

This India is compassionate and encompassing, it will not let itself be defined or distorted
by a terrorist’s strike, however devastating, In this India, someone from Bengal and Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Kerala, Karnataka and Arunachal Pradesh can plan a dream-come-true
holiday in heartbreakingly beautiful Pahalgam, and students from Kashmir can go to other
states to study and make a home away from home. That's why the safety of the touristin
the Valley needs to be secured urgently. And no walls must be allowed to come up that
could have the effect of isolating Jammu and Kashmir. Because that would be exactly what
the terrorists and their handlers intended. The united political front in the wake of Pahalgam
not only empowers the government as it hunts the terrorist down, it should also stand for
an unequivocal assertion of the nation’s spirit that will never be broken.

MISSING THE SHOT

Declining immunisation rates in several parts of the world
could chip away at hard-won gains against infectious diseases

INCE THEIR INTRODUCTION in the late 18th century, vaccines have been criti-
calingiving humankind the upper hand in its battle against pathogens. Infectious
diseases are the cause of fewer than one in six deaths today. The availability of
Covid vaccines less than a year into the pandemic marked a high point in the
history of vaccination. However, the toll taken by Covid does not seem to have instilled a
sense of urgency to implementing projects against infectious diseases. Immunisation
drives have slackened, even in parts of the developed world. In a joint statement, on
Wednesday, to mark the beginning of World Immunisation Week, the WHO, UNICEF and
the Gavi vaccine alliance warned that “there has been a global uptick in outbreaks of vac-
cine-preventable diseases such as measles, meningitis and yellow fever”.In 2024, almost
1,400 meningitis deaths were reported across 24 countries. In the past year, 61 countries
have reported measles outbreaks — the US is in the throes of its first outbreak since 2000.

A funding crisis is limiting the capacity of agencies such as the WHO to vaccinate chil-
dren in poor countries and conflict zones such as Gaza. At the same time, in the US, mis-
information appears to have chipped away at hard-won gains. The rate of children who have
been vaccinated for measles, polio, whooping cough, and chickenpox has fallen slightly
since the pandemic. However, this small decrease seems to be creating pockets of kinder-
garteners who no longer have herd immunity. Alaska, the worst hit by the measles outbreak,
has seen a near 10 per cent drop in vaccination rates in the past two years.

In the US, the pushback against inoculation has gathered pace during Donald Trump's
presidency. Under Robert Kennedy, a known vaccine sceptic whose handling of the measles
crisis has received flak — Peter Marks, the Food and Drug Administration's top vaccine of-
ficial, resigned last month calling out the US health secretary for spreading misinformation
— the US health administration has starved the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) of finances. The fund crunch has claimed its first casualty. The world’s largest study
on the safety of Covid vaccines, stewarded by the New Zealand-based Global Vaccine Data
Centre, was terminated a year shy of completion because the cash-strapped CDC can no
longer fund it. The setback, barely two months after the US withdrew from the WHO, should
lead to reflection. The fight against infectious diseases is too significant to depend on a sin-
gle donor. It’s time that other countries, corporates and philanthropic groups step up.

RETURN OF THE YORKER

There is no sight more thrilling in cricket than stumps flying
out of the ground, which a genuine yorker can provide

RICKET FANS OF a certain vintage would recall the toe-crushers the great
speedsters would send down to thwart the aggressive ambitions of batsmen
towards the end of an ODI innings. Even the knowledge of what was coming
was often no defence against the yorker barrage. And then the yorker largely
disappeared from the game. The combination of rule changes, big bats, small grounds
and the relative decline in bowling quality made even batsmen of limited skill look speed-
sters in the eye, especially in the T20 format. Hence, it's with some relief that genuine
cricket lovers welcomed the return of the yorker during the 2025 Indian Premier League.

At the start of the season, it seemed that the trend of tall scores, seen last year, was
set to continue. Not allowing the application of saliva on the ball has made the shortest
format heavily skewed in the batsmen’s favour. But the return of the yorker has redressed
the balance, to an extent. Mitchell Starc, Avesh Khan and Bhuvneshwar Kumar have al-
ready bowled more yorkers in this edition than they did in 2024. Prasidh Krishna has also
had success with toe-crushers. There have been some excellent practitioners of the
yorker in recent times — Jasprit Bumrah and Starc come to mind — but other bowlers have
also stepped up this IPL.

Allowing saliva on the ball has definitely helped the bowlers get late swing, but hard
work and focus on getting this delivery right has played a part too. A perfect yorker is still
almost impossible to hit too far, but it requires pace, accuracy and a lot of physical strength.
Abowler also needs nerve and conviction as getting it even slightly wrong can either re-
sultina “slot ball” — the one easiest to hit for a six — or a full toss. This has forced bowlers
todelve into the varieties of slower deliveries. But there is no sight more thrilling in cricket
than stumps flying out of the ground, which a genuine yorker can provide.

W

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, APRIL 26,2025

;' T'HE EDITORIAL PAGE

resorted to failed strategies of the past
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WORDLY WISE
DOCTORS WILL HAVE MORE LIVES TO ANSWER FOR IN THE
NEXT WORLD THAN EVEN WE GENERALS.
— NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

The implosion next door

Pakistanis in steep decline. Its back to the wall, army has

RAMANATHAN KUMAR

INDIA MOURNS THE loss of innocent lives in
the gruesome terrorist attack that took place
in Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) on
April 22. It is difficult to comment on the au-
thenticity of a social media statement circu-
lated by the so-called “The Resistance Front”,
a fig leaf known to be used by the Pakistani
terrorist organisation Lashkar-e-Taiba to ob-
fuscate its involvement. However, the partic-
ipation of Pakistani terrorists in the atrocity is
an established fact.

Following the changes introduced in the
constitutional status of J&K on August 5, 2019,
the attendant scaling up of security arrange-
ments and the ceasefire along the Line of
Control that has largely been holding since
early 2021, there was a decline in terrorist vi-
olence in the Valley, notwithstanding occa-
sional attacks on security forces in the Rajouri-
Poonch region and on migrant labourers from
other parts of India in south Kashmir. By and
large, there had been a marked decline in civil-
ian casualties, leading to a revival of tourism
and the impression of normalcy having re-
turned. That superficial calm has now been
rudely shattered.

The seeming return of normalcy in
Kashmir had coincided with a downward
spiral in Pakistan’s political, economic and
diplomatic fortunes. In the political arena,
an election manifestly rigged by the military
establishment to keep the main Opposition
party and its leader out of power has led to
the installation of arguably one of the weak-
est civilian governments in the country’s his-
tory and to an ever-enlarging army footprint
in civilian affairs. The economic situation re-
mains dire, with poverty and unemploy-
ment stalking the land, climate change-in-
duced natural disasters adding to the
people’s miseries and the country’s rulers
having to seek frequent bailouts from the
IMF and other benefactors such as Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and China.

The return of the Afghan Taliban to power
inKabulin August 2021 has led to a regroup-
ing of their ideological brethren, the Tehrik-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), in the areas of
Afghanistan bordering Pakistan. The TTP has
been conducting a relentless campaign of vi-
olence in the adjoining Pakistani province of

The power differential
between India and Pakistan
is now too great for the
latter's strategists to deny or
for it to be offset by weapons
of asymmetric warfare such
as jihad’, which have a
proven track record of failure
in the India-Pakistan
context. While Pakistan’s
generals may be well advised
to shed their delusions of
parity and understand these
hard realities for what they
are, the time may also have
come for India to recognise
that the only viable way of
dealing with a hostile but
weaker Pakistan is a carefully
thought-out mix of
incentives and disincentives
that provides meaningful
leverage to influence the
latter’s strategic calculus.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with the objective of
imposing Sharia rule throughout Pakistan.
The long-festering insurgency in Balochistan
has grown exponentially, with large num-
bers of educated youth, including women,
joining the ranks of organisations such as the
Baloch Liberation Front and the Baloch
Liberation Army, which claimed responsibil-
ity for the recent hijacking of the Jaffar
Express and left the security establishment’s
preferred narrative of an uncompromising
“hard state” in tatters. Protests have broken
out in lower-riparian Sindh over the diver-
sion of water from the Indus, as envisaged in
a canal-building project in which the army
is, predictably, playing a lead role, complet-
ing the picture of domestic disarray.

On the external front, a self-obsessed
America, at odds withitself and the rest of the
world, is nolonger dependent on Pakistan fol-
lowing its withdrawal from Afghanistan. The
increasing attacks on Chinese personnel
working on China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) projects and the growing lo-
calresistance to China’s presence in the strate-
gically located port town of Gwadar have, in
the words of a Pakistani commentator, taken
the sheen off Pakistan in Chinese eyes.

The incumbent army chief, General Asim
Munir, who wears his Islamist credentials on
his sleeve, recently delivered an intemperate
rant in which he repeated the trope of
Kashmir being the “jugular vein” of Pakistan,
making his visceral hatred for India and
Hindus obvious. His handpicked lieutenants
appear to be of a similar bent of mind. In ad-
dition to securing the ideological boundaries
of Pakistan, he also appears to have taken
upon himself the additional burden of secur-
ing its economic frontiers, an enterprise that
would normally be beyond the military’s ken.

Confronted with multiple crises and fail-
ures that have led to a perceptible decline in
the army’s domestic popularity, and attribut-
ing the mounting debacles on the security
front to India, Munir and his principal lieu-
tenants appear to have reverted to the mili-
tary establishment’s traditional playbook of
covert military adventurism-cum-terrorism
to compel India to come to the negotiating
table for discussions on Kashmir, set off a

communal conflagration in the country and
settle imaginary scores. These reckless gam-
bits have failed in the past, notably in the case
of the Kargil fiasco of 1999 and the 26/11 ter-
rorist attacks in Mumbai. In both cases,
Pakistan forfeited whatever little interna-
tional credibility it had, with even its tradi-
tional friends such as China distancing them-
selves from these misadventures. Like the
Bourbons of France, however, Pakistan’s gen-
erals appear to have learnt nothing from their
previous miscalculations.

India’s initial response to the attack has
been announced and further measures will,
doubtless, follow. As expected, Pakistan has
retaliated. Experience has shown that there
are no easy options in these circumstances
and escalatory steps driven by narrow polit-
ical considerations and the pressure of pub-
lic passions can lead to cul-de-sacs from
where there is no easy retreat. Immediate
steps apart, the larger dilemmas regarding
India’s Pakistan policy remain.

Anargument can well be made thatitisin
India’s fundamental long-term national inter-
est to construct an enduring peace with
Pakistan and, equally, that such a peaceis best
achieved from a position of strength. The
power differential between India and Pakistan
is now too great for the latter’s strategists to
deny or for it to be offset by weapons of asym-
metric warfare such as “jihad”, which have a
proven track record of failure in the India-
Pakistan context. While Pakistan’s generals
may be well advised to shed their delusions
of parity and understand these hard realities
for what they are, the time may also have
come for India to recognise that the only vi-
able way of dealing with a hostile but weaker
Pakistan is a carefully thought-out mix of in-
centives and disincentives that provides
meaningful leverage to influence the latter’s
strategic calculus. Such an approach would
necessarily involve an element of engage-
ment. The slow-motion implosion that
Pakistan seems to be undergoing is unlikely
to leave India untouched.

The writer is a former special secretary in the
Research & Analysis Wing.
Views expressed are personal

ADITYA VISHWANATH AND PRAMATH RAJ SINHA

THE WORLD IS watching India. We are home
to 16 per cent of the world’s Al talent, with the
fastest-growing developer population glob-
ally. Our Al skill penetration ranks ahead of the
US and Germany. Homegrown models such
asSarvam-1 and Hanooman are making head-
lines. The IndiaAl Mission promises a vast ex-
pansion of infrastructure, research, and access.
But amid all this promise, we must ask: Al for
whom? For many Indians — shopkeepers in
Cuttack, farm workers in Vidarbha, nurses in
Dharwad, gig workers in Gorakhpur — Al re-
mains distant, and at times, unusable. Earlier
this year, one of us met Shabnam,a community
health worker from Mumbai. Curious about
Al she tried using a chatbot to help her trans-
late elaborate medical explanations to simple,
everyday language that she could use to edu-
cate her patients. But the bot failed to under-
stand her dialect. Her queries returned gibber-
ish. Frustrated, she moved on.

The failure wasn't hers. It was ours. A tool
that promises simplicity offered her complex-
ity.India’s Al journey is bifurcating. In one India,
generative Alis a productivity multiplier. Inan-
other, it’s unintelligible noise. We must not
mistake availability for access. Building mod-
els and pushing tools into the public domain
is not the same as building capacity. For Al to
become meaningful across India's social fab-
ric, we need a radical shift in our imagination
of Al literacy - not as a technical curriculum,
not as a skilling programme, but as a demo-
craticright. What does it mean for a vegetable
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vendor in Surat to know
whether the “Al-based”
pricing app he downloaded is
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for a woman leading a self-
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vendor in Surat to know whether the “Al-
based” pricing app he downloaded is making
fair suggestions? Or forawoman leading a self-
help group in Jharkhand to understand how
Al'might shape her creditworthiness?

This is not about teaching machine learn-
ing. It's about building critical agency so that
citizens can question, interpret, and make in-
formed decisions when Al touches their lives.
Right now, most can’t. The apps don’t speak
their language. The interfaces assume digital
fluency. The data powering recommendations
is blind to the local context. These tools, prom-
isingempowerment, often reinforce exclusion.
Fixing this isn’t about translating apps into
more languages. It's about redefining develop-
ment models — from top-down deployment to
bottom-up co-creation. Effective Al literacy
must be situated — rooted in context, commu-
nity, and everyday needs. That means build-
ing hyper-local Al tools through participatory
design. It means training “Alambassadors” in
constituencies who can act as bridges between
communities and technology. It means creat-
ing feedbackloops where users shape how sys-
tems evolve. We have seen this model work
before. India’s digital financial revolution suc-
ceeded not because of an app, but because of
the hosts of facilitators — bank sakhis, BC
agents, WhatsApp groups — that made new
toolsintelligible, trustworthy,and usable. Why
should Al be different?

Meaningful initiatives are already under-
way. Sarvam-1 supports 11 Indian languages.

Hanooman supports 12. Microsoft has com-
mitted to training 10 million Indians in cloud
and Al skills by 2030. And language learning is
just the beginning. We need to capture local
customs, accents, workflows, and knowledge
systems by investing in datasets that reflect
India’s pluralism — not only scraping pages on
the internet, but also collaborating with rural
and urban teachers, community leaders, non-
profit volunteers, municipal staff, corporate
professionals and many other stakeholders
fromacross the spectrum to co-create content
that Al can learn from.

Let us be clear: There is no such thing as a
neutral algorithm. And there is no such thing as
an inclusive Al system without inclusive de-
sign, inclusive data, and inclusive dissemina-
tion. The Al literacy we need is not about know-
ing how ChatGPT works. It is about knowing
when it does not. It is about helping citizens
ask: Who built this? For whom? On what
data? With what consequences? We cannot
afford to wait for that flawless model. What we
need isamovement, grounded in community,
guided by trust, and fuelled by feedback. If India
gets thisright, we won't just be users of AL We'll
be its co-creators.

Vishwanath is co-founder MakerGhat and
Inspirit, and research scientist, Stanford
University. Sinhais founder and chair of the
Board of Trustees, Ashoka University, and
founding dean of ISB. Views are personal. This
articleis fifthin a series on Alin India
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BYPOLL RESULTS

NON-CONGRESS (I) PARTIES HAVE appar-
ently reversed the Congress (I) performance
in the recent Lok Sabha and assembly elec-
tions, winning 12 of the 21 assembly seats
and one of the two Lok Sabha seats. Of the
three Lok Sabha elections, polling for which
was held along with 36 assembly elections,
Congress (I) won one, leaving one to Janata.

FIRINGS IN BHOPAL

THE BHOPAL PESTICIDE plant of Union
Carbide, closed since the December 3 disas-
ter in which over 2,000 persons died, has

epaper.tndianexpress.mm.. .

sacked 44 of its officers and members of su-
pervisory staff. Plant sources told ENS the
sacked officers have been retrenched with
effect from April 26. Notices terminating
their services were served on April 22. The
sacked officers have been assured that their
provident fund will be paid within a month.

10 DEAD IN GUJARAT

CONTINUING VIOLENCE IN the walled city
of Ahmedabad and several other parts of the
state claimed at least 10 lives and left several
others injured. There is an indefinite curfew
in Visnagar, Viramgam Broach and Mehsana.
The situation in Baroda and all towns in

Saurashtra was, meanwhile, officially re-
ported to be “peaceful but tense”.

NUCEAR WEAPONS

DEFENCE MINISTER PV Narasimha Rao said
the government was seeking the opinion of
Parliament on whatit should do to meet the
threat of Pakistan acquiring nuclear capabil-
ity. He was intervening during the debate in
the Lok Sabha when H M Patel (Janata) sug-
gested that India should go nuclear. Rao said
areference to Pakistan acquiring nuclear ca-
pability had been deliberately put in the
Defence Ministry’s annual report to elicit an
opinion on what course India should follow.
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The toolkit for Pakistan

A neighbour can’t be wished away. New Delhi should use regional and global strategic partnerships
to compel Islamabad to give up its proxy games

ANJU GUPTA

ANY STRATEGIC ANALYSIS of the current sit-
uation vis-a-vis Pakistan needs to be based
on four fundamental questions: Can we
press control+alt+delete on Pakistan from
India’s strategic vision of security, stability
and prosperity for all her people? What is
the current reality of the state of Pakistan?
What s the current geopolitics of the region?
Can India muster the patience to use global
networks to navigate the complexities of
Pakistan to establish peace with it?

A neighbour can’t just be wished away
from the strategic vision of a nation like India
that is steadily progressing on the path of
growth and prosperity. Making peace with
a neighbour is rewarding, pragmatic and
smart politics — it is not a weakness. The cur-
rent wars in Ukraine and Gaza are prime ex-
amples of failures to do so.

Pakistan’s army has wielded extra-consti-
tutional power for decades and fully controls
its security and foreign policies. Historically,
this institution has manipulated the polity and
elections to install favourable actors in high
positions in the government, bureaucracy, ju-
diciary, and its own higher echelons. It has ap-
propriated for itself the tag of the “eternal sav-
iour”, for decades protecting Pakistan from
“eternal enemy” India, and from Afghanistan,
anewer enemy. The army deliberately follows
policies to harm neighbours and bring defen-
sive retaliation upon itself. Then it publicly
plays up the possibility of retaliation or the
threat thereof in order to support its narrative
that only the army, not the corrupt polity, can
hold Pakistan together. This vicious cycle has
continued for decades.

Although former prime minister Imran
Khan was earlier a beneficiary of the army's
machinations, he has challenged the estab-
lishment by calling its bluff. Khan’s passion-
ate and brutally honest exhortations have
taken the sheen off the army's top brass, es-
pecially General Asim Munir. The former PM
has beenlocked up for many months, but his
messages continue to resonate in Pakistan.
In March, two US lawmakers introduced the
Pakistan Democracy Act, seeking to sanction
Munir for engaging in the “wrongful prose-
cution and imprisonment” of political oppo-
nents, including Imran Khan. US pressure
seems to be building up on the Army Chief
and so, he too wants to shift the focus of de-
bate with respect to Pakistan.

At home, the army is seen as failing to
ensure security in the border states of
Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
where following the withdrawal of US
troops from Afghanistan, hundreds of ca-
sualties among security forces are being re-
ported annually. Hard targets such as army
bases, cantonments and fortified headquar-
ters are being frequently targeted by
Pakistani militants. In this context, the hi-
jacking of the Pakistani passenger train, the
Jaffar Express, by Baloch militants on March
11, with hundreds of people being taken
hostage, came as a huge embarrassment for
the army. The militants segregated security
personnel and civilians after checking their
identity cards and killed only security per-

sonnel. The standoff continued for 36 hours.
Using its usual playbook, in a long press
conference, the army media wing laboured
hard to prove that India and Afghanistan
had helped in perpetrating this attack. The
language used set the stage for a revenge
attack. The brazen comments made by
Munir a few days ago, referring to Kashmir
as Pakistan’s “jugular vein” and saying that
“Kashmiris have not been forgotten” were
almost like a threat that seems to have ac-
tualised in the horrific attack in Pahalgam
on April 22. In addition, he shamelessly
made communal comments with the clear
intention to provoke a far-right frenzy in
India, which in turn could potentially cre-
ate even a “constituency of victims” for
Pakistan to recruit from.

Anew factor that Pakistan s trying to ex-
ploit is the chill between India and
Bangladesh. The relatively weak dispensa-
tion in Dhaka may not be able to prevent the
growth of the radical networks that Pakistan
could nurture for its own interests. However,
the coldness will harm both sides. Though
China and India are pragmatically moving
forward to resolve issues, as long as the
Chinese forces continue to be active on our
borders, it’s advantage Pakistan.

It is not hard to imagine that there will
be security, intelligence, kinetic and diplo-
matic responses to the situation arising
from the Pahalgam attack. However, it
would be equally rewarding to tie Pakistan
down with effective global partnerships.
One partnership that succeeded in tying it
down for three years was under the FATF

The Pakistan army
deliberately follows policies
to harm neighbours and
bring defensive retaliation
upon itself. Then it publicly
plays up the possibility of
retaliation or threat thereof
in order to support its
narrative that only the army;,
not the corrupt polity, can
hold Pakistan together. This
vicious cycle has continued
for decades.

CR Sasikumar

regime. The US under Trump 1.0 took the
lead in putting Pakistan on the grey list in
June 2018. This caused financial hardships
for a country in dire need of economic assis-
tance, with the International Monetary
Fund making delisting a condition for re-
leasing the remaining part of the $6 billion
package. Under FATF pressure, the Pakistan
army released Taliban co-founder Abdul
Ghani Baradar to facilitate the US-Taliban
talks in Doha. Big-ticket attacks on hard tar-
gets in Jammu and Kashmir decreased dras-
tically from mid-2018 to early 2021, with
the exception of the Pulwama attack.
Further, Pakistan was forced to arrest and
convict top LeT leaders like Hafiz Saeed and
the mastermind of the Mumbai attack, Sajid
Mir. Pakistan was then taken off the FATF
grey list and from there on, seems to have
gone back to its proxy games.

India’s regional and global strategic part-
nerships can also be moved to address the
realities of Pakistan and generate the com-
bined resources that can get Pakistan to give
up its policy of proxy wars. This will be a
long haul and will require mature public
diplomacy within and outside India, even
as other institutions continue to play their
partin defending the country. The reality is
that Pakistan can neither be wished away
nor looked atinisolation. In an increasingly
interconnected world, India can surely tap
into its networks and strengths to deal
squarely with Pakistan.

The writer is a security analyst and former
director general of police

Living up to Bandung

Seventy years on, principles of first Asia-Africa summit can guide Global South

ANIL SOOKLAL

THIS YEAR MARKS the 70th anniversary of
the first Asia-Africa summit, which took
place in Bandung, Indonesia from April 18 to
24, 1955. Twenty-nine newly independent
Asian and African countries met in what was
a historical gathering of the leaders of the de-
veloping south, recently freed from the dev-
astation brought upon their countries by the
ravages of colonial rule. Bandung was to set
in motion a new wave of south-south coop-
eration and solidarity and served as the pre-
cursor of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM). The conveners of the conference
were driven by the common goals of seek-
ing to chart a new course of sovereign, inde-
pendent and collective action in addressing
the most pressing challenges as newly inde-
pendent, developing nations dissatisfied
with being at the margins of the global stage.

The reluctance and continued hegemonic
actions by the former colonial overlords and
other Western powers in their interactions
with countries in Africa, Asia and Latin
America served as a key factor in bringing the
leaders together. For South Africa, the
Bandung Conference was a critical platform
to bring global attention to the oppressive
apartheid regime that governed the country
through White minority rule. The African
National Congress (ANC), the foremost liber-
ation organisation championing the freedom
of the country both within and internation-
ally, sent two delegates to the conference —

Moses Kotane and Maulvi Chachalia — to
lobby support internationally for South
Africa’s freedom struggle. The core principles
that catalysed the coming together of Asian
and African leaders are as relevant today as
they were in 1955. These included political
independence, mutual respect for sover-
eignty, non-aggression and non-interference
ininternal affairs.

All the above principles echo the com-
mon resolve of leaders to work in coopera-
tion and partnership in upholding and de-
fending a rules-based global order
underpinned by the purposes and principles
of the United Nations Charter.

However, the rules-based multilateral sys-
temis under siege. There isa major trust deficit
especially among the major powers, con-
tributing to the highly polarised world we live
in. “Might is right” is the ruling mantra of the
day. Ata time when we need collective action
to address the most pressing challenges facing
humanity — from climate change to deepen-
inglevels of poverty and inequality, protracted
conflicts and trade wars — the world is frag-
menting into opposing camps.

Unfortunately, the architects of the UN
system are at the forefront of dismantling the
multilateral order. The UN in its current form
is no longer fit for purpose. Repeated calls
and numerous resolutions aimed at reform-
ing the UN and its institutions have yielded
no results. Prime Minister Narendra Modi,,

speaking on American computer scientist
Lex Freidman'’s podcast recently, noted that
“the international organisations that were
created have become almost irrelevant, there
is no reform in them. Institutions like the UN
cannot play their role. People in the world
who do not care about laws and rules are do-
ing everything, no one can stop them.”

This paralysis of international organisa-
tions is most evident in the UN Security
Council (UNSC). In December 1992, the
General Assembly created an open-ended
working group to review equitable represen-
tation in the UNSC. More than three decades
later, despite regular meetings, there are still
no tangible results. In October 2008, the UN
formally launched intergovernmental nego-
tiations on the question of equitable repre-
sentation and an increase in the member-
ship of the UNSC. After over 15 years of
protracted discussions, no progress has been
made, nor is there any serious desire on the
part of the UNSC’s five permanent members
to give up their veto.

Despite the fact that most of the countries
of the Global South were not present at the
formation of the UN in June 1945, the lead-
ers of the Bandung Conference recognised
the centrality of the purposes and principles
of the UN Charter and reiterated their com-
mitment to multilateralism and a rules-based
global order. The Asia-Africa Summit gave
birth to a new paradigm of south-south co-

operation. It demonstrated the need for the
Global South to work together to champion
its collective aspirations on the world stage.
Despite Bandung, the subsequent founding
of the NAM in 1961 and the G77 in 1964, the
Global South continued to be on the margins
of global geopolitics and geoeconomics.
The economic rise of Global South coun-
tries — China, Brazil, India, Indonesia and
South Africa, among others — over the past
three decades has come with a tectonic
change in the geopolitical and economic
landscape. South-south cooperation has
risen to the fore. This is most evident in the
formation of BRICS, which is meant to chal-
lenge the political and economic dominance
of the north and rebalance global power dy-
namics. In the current fractured and po-
larised world, the countries of the Global
South have to proactively demonstrate lead-
ership in forging new partnerships and al-
liances both among themselves as well as
with like-minded Global North countries
committed to addressing common chal-
lenges and shared interests. The Global South
has to be at the forefront of shaping the
evolving multipolar world to ensure it is fo-
cused on a fair, just, inclusive and equitable
global community. The architects of
Bandung would expect nothing less of us.

The writer is the South African High
Commissioner to India
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Itisn't surprising that Putin sees Europe as an obstruction and prefers bilateral
talks. It should continue to alarm and appal us that the US, too, now sees its old
allies as the problem, not the solution.”

— THEGUARDIAN

Together,
against terror

People of Kashmir must
this difficult hour. They

stand with governmentin
must not be subjected to

harassment or patriotism tests

BY RAM MADHAV

HOW DO WE handle Pakistan, whichis hell-
bent on subjecting India to deadly acts of war
and terror even if they hurt its own inter-
ests? There are no easy answers. The Indian
state has tried several options. We sought to
befriend Pakistan, repeatedly. We fought
three bigwars -in 1965, 1971,and 1999. We
defeated it in all three, and in the 1971 war,
Pakistan was dismembered. When it re-
sorted to proxy war by using terrorists to
carry out attacks in Indian cities, including
on Parliament in December 2001, we pre-
pared our forces for another war, unleashed
an international campaign to expose the
ugly terror underbelly of that country and
even executed limited cross-LoC and cross-
border attacks in recent years.

After coming to power in 2014, the
Narendra Modi government, with the help
of the J&K state administration, deter-
minedly went after terrorists. In some in-
stances, like the neutralising of Burhan Wani,
Pakistan-sponsored terror outfits like
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) tried to generate mass
hysteria and unrest for some time. But the
government didn’t blink. Instead, it went
ahead with measures like the abrogation of
Article 370 and bringing the state under cen-
tral rule in 2019. Despite this severe crack-
down on the terror infrastructure in Kashmir
— including banning multiple outfits and
dismantling overground financial and civil
support systems in the past 10 years —
Pakistan-sponsored terrorists manage to
reappear occasionally.

The heavy presence of security forces on
the one hand and good governance meas-
ures on the other resulted in diminishing lo-
cal recruitments for terror outfits. There was
a time, not long ago, when hundreds of
youth would join the terrorists’ ranks each
year. Reports suggest that only four locals
joined in 2024 — this lack of local support
forced handlers across the border to change
tactics. New outfits like The Resistance Front
(TRF), a proxy of LeT, and People’s Anti-
Fascist Front (PAFF),a proxy of JeM, were cre-
ated with deceptively secular-sounding
names, helping Pakistan escape the scrutiny
of the Financial Action Task Force.

The Pulwama suicide attack in February
2019, which led to the deaths of more than
40 CRPF personnel, was the last deadly act of
the JeM and its proxies. After that, the new
outfits swung into action and started in-
dulging in lone-wolf-style attacks on secu-
rity forces and civilians. These attacks re-
mained sporadic during the Covid years. But
in2023-2024, these groups carried out sev-
eral attacks mainly in the Jammu region.
Pahalgam was the major attack this year,
claimed by TRE.

The barbarity of the Pahalgam attack has
shaken everybody. Our hearts go out to the
families of the victims. There are calls for se-
vere retribution from the government. B

Raman, one of our great spymasters, used
to say that the terrorists have to be lucky just
once while the agencies have to be success-
ful all the time. Pahalgam was one such day
for the terrorists. It should wake us up tothe
lapses and loopholes in our system. While
itis a fact that many locals came to the res-
cue of the tourists in Pahalgam, it is also a
fact that no such major incident is possible
without some local involvement. The hu-
man and tech intelligence capabilities of our
security agencies require further augmen-
tation. With a hardcore Islamist like Asim
Munir at the helm of affairs in the Pakistan
army, our security establishment needs
more vigilance and alertness.

Kashmir has seen highs and lows of ter-
ror. The last few years have been low on ter-
ror due to the proactive measures taken by
our security establishment. More than 400
terrorists have been neutralised in the pre-
vious decade, 72 in 2023 alone. Terrorist in-
cidents, too, have sharply declined from 228
in2018 toless than 20in 2024. Civilian casu-
altiesdeclined from 55in 2018 to 13in 2023.
With no local recruitment happening, cur-
rent estimates suggest almost 60 of the es-
timated 76 active terrorists are Pakistanis.

The fight against terror will not succeed
without the support of the people.
Kashmiris have to now resolve to fully stand
by the government in eliminating the re-
maining traces of the scourge from the
Valley. More than 30 per cent of Kashmir's
workforce depends on tourism, which gen-
erates around 10 per cent of the Union
Territory’s GDP. Through the Pahalgam in-
cident, terrorists conclusively proved that
they have no concern for the bread and but-
ter of Kashmiris. It seems to have shaken the
conscience of most Kashmiris, who came
out in large numbers to protest against the
incident. It is heartening to see many known
soft separatist voices, too, taking partin can-
dlelight marches. Indeed, this incident will
severely impact tourismin the state. But the
protests shouldn’t be limited to reassuring
tourists to come back. There should be asin-
cere effort to isolate and reject all those re-
maining elements in Kashmiri society that
continue to occasionally indulge in reckless
rhetoric that helps create a conducive at-
mosphere for the terrorists. For example,
one senior leader of the UT's ruling party said
earlier this year that the growing numbers of
tourists constituted a “cultural invasion” of
Kashmir. Not coincidentally, TRF, too, justi-
fied its Pahalgam attack on the same spuri-
ous argument that the tourists were a de-
mographic threat to Kashmir.

For the rest of the country, the way for-
ward should be not to subject the Kashmiris
to daily patriotism tests on primetime TV
shows or harass them in cities and towns
across the country. Instead, it should be
about understanding how the government
was able to win over more and more
Kashmiris away from separatism and how to
complete the process.

With the entire leadership of the world
standing behind him, PM Modi thundered
that the terrorists and “their backers”
would be pursued “to the end of the earth”
and punished. Modi is not just a “man of
words”, but a “man of deeds”. Therein lies
the answer to the question I raised at the
beginning of the article.

The writer, president, India Foundation, is
with the BJP. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

AFTER PAHALGAM

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The next
steps’ (IE, April 25). The dreadful day
when militants massacred tourists in
Kashmir’s Pahalgam will impact
India—Pakistan relations for years to
come. Having said that, it must be
stressed that escalation into a full-blown
conflict will have unpredictable conse-
quences. This is the moment to exercise
caution and restraint and refrain from
engulfing the region in a full-scale war.
Itis hugely significant that Kashmiris are
taking a strong stand against militancy.
The reports that students from Kashmir
are intimidated or harassed in some
parts of the country are troubling.
Jammu and Kashmir is an integral part
of India and Kashmiris are our compa-
triots. Militancy is best combated by ful-
filling the legitimate political aspirations
of the people of Kashmir.

G David Milton, Maruthancode

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The next
steps’ (IE, April 25). It is gratifying to
learn that all political parties are speak-
ing in one voice to support the govern-
ment's response after the tragic
Pahalgam terror attack. The response
has to be not hasty but well-calibrated
to have long-term effects. The suspen-
sion of the Indus Waters Treaty may
take practical shape when the river wa-
ter is properly managed.

Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

SCHOOL FEES

THIS REFERS TO ‘Dis/Agree: Best of both
sides’ (IE, April 25). Since this issue di-
rectly impacts middle-class families, it
has become a political issue, but we
should not miss the larger picture. Why
do we send our children to these private
schools? Because of peer pressure, qual-
ity infrastructure, better teaching and
extracurricular activities. Having said
that, raising fees by as much as 20 - 30
per cent in a single year is notjustified.
Yes, there are operational costs like
teachers’ salaries and infrastructure, but
the hike should be reasonable. And we
should remember that with limited fi-
nancial resources, government schools
can only offer so much.

Bal Govind, Noida

THISREFERS TO ‘Dis/Agree: Best of both
sides’ (IE, April 25). We must prioritise
funding for education and boldly target
five per cent of GDP to upgrade infra-
structure and empower teachers with
adequate training and status. Local
communities and parents must be
sought for active involvement. Skilling
is vital to empower India’s youth with
future-ready capabilities. A pragmatic
balance must be evolved between aca-
demic needs and emerging require-
ments of skill. It has to be a crusade like
that of China, which is already execut-
ing its plan to achieve it by 2035.
Janaki Narayanan, Mumbai
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After Pahalgam hit, India
unites against Pak terror

t may seem ironic that it took a terrible event like a terror attack to unify

all sections of India. But it is to be welcomed that the Opposition is stand-

ing united with the government in the matter of showing solidarity in

the face of the violent Kkilling of innocent civilians who were tourists in
the Kashmir Valley.

The Opposition parties spoke in one voice at the all-party meeting support-
ing the measures that the government of India had to take in its diplomatic
offensive against Pakistan. The world, with the exception of a guilty
Pakistan, had also indicated that it stands behind India in its hour of tragedy.

The unity in 145 crore Indians, who were outraged by the sponsored events
of terror in Pahalgam, must count for something as the nation absorbed one
more wanton hit of Islamist terror, encouraged, funded, trained and operat-
ed by shadowy spy wings of the Pakistan army with the blessings of the polit-
ical establishment that kowtows to its army brass.

It is not just the principal Opposition party Congress, its Leader of
Opposition in Parliament, Rahul Gandhi and its president Mallikarjun
Kharge who expressed their support to India’s response to the Pahalgam inci-
dent. All parties, irrespective of the adversarial stand that they take against

. , the NDA-ruled Centre, indicated their willing-
Pak|5tan_s_defe“ce ness to stand behind the powers in acting to
minister has oppose Pakistan for its nefarious activities.
admitted in an In fact, Pakistan’s defence minister has admit-
: - s« ted in an interview, which went viral, that his
interview that his country has been supporting terror for decades,
country _has been {ough he tended to blame others for its terror-
supporting terror sponsoring role, saying this “dirty work” of har-
for decades, bouring terror groups was done on behalf of the
US and the West.

th:ug? he te:hded Even so, the fact should not be lost sight of that
o ar_ne others , huge intelligence and security failure had
for its terror- exposed tourists who visit the Baisaran valley in
sponsoring role huge numbers without the noticeable presence of
members of the police or security forces. And
since all security matters in Jammu & Kashmir are handled by the Centre

through the lieutenant governor, this is more of New Delhi’s failure.

Of course, it will be tragic that the Valley and Jammu will now return to the
days of heightened security that will be a far cry from the near normalcy at
which the residents of the Valley were living in and receiving summer
tourists who are their economic lifeline. It is the return towards normalcy, as
evidenced in the economic progress of J&K, as well as the return to political
normalcy in the holding of Assembly elections and people electing a popular
government that may have made the region more of a target for those who
plotted the latest instance of sponsored terror.

There is nothing to suggest that things may have been different if only J&K
were to be a full-fledged state with popular rule. But it is time for the Centre
to make this happen quickly so that the ruling National Conference govern-
ment under Omar Abdullah is given an equal share and responsibility in
handling the state in peace as well as in the need to sustain an eternal vigil
against terror. This would be the right thing to do and the just thing too.

Help Kashmiris, don't harass them

he Kashmiris have, after enduring significant suffering due to terrorism

I for decades, united to reject violence and extremism. The Pahalgam car-

nage which was the result of the region’s worst terror attack on civilians

in years brought them out on the streets across towns and villages to express
their grief and condemn the gory incident.

Their collective action, resilience and a unified stand sent out a clear mes-
sage: Not in our name. That in the backdrop of oft-repeated criticism that the
Kashmiri Muslims sympathise with the separatist cause and the notion that
terrorists cannot succeed in carrying out Pahalgam like devastating attacks
without local support.

While some Kashmiris have expressed sympathy for separatist sentiments,
it’s not a monolithic view, and the extent and nature of this sympathy vary
widely. How the terrorists reached Baisaran, accessible only by foot or horse-
back, and where they disappeared after committing the carnage, the answers
to these crucial questions are not easy to obtain. The idea that locals may have
provided them with logistic support is largely speculative, driven by assump-
tions, rather a guess unsupported by evidence.

The attack was surely aimed to inflame tensions on multiple fronts and the
perpetrators have indeed succeeded in their errand. But attacking and target-
ing Kashmiri students, traders and professionals amid calls for revenge in dif-
ferent parts of the country would help the terrorists’ cause. There is a valid
concern in the rational sections of the civil society across the country that such
actions would align with the terrorists’ goals of sowing division, escalating ten-
sions and undermining communal harmony.

Such attacks need to stop immediately. They are in no way responsible for
what happened in Pahalgam. It is the responsibility of the local governments,
the law enforcement agencies and the civil societies to safeguard these people
from harassment, discrimination or intimidation.

Hounding the Kashmiris in mainland India after the Pahalgam carnage
would help the terrorists’ cause and have ramifications beyond repair. The
consequences of targeting a community that is an integral part of the country,
share the nation’s aspirations, and victimising them — through violence,
harassment, or discrimination — would not only align with the objectives of
terrorists and their handlers but also cause irreparable damage to India’s
social fabric, national unity and Kashmir’s integration.
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Indus waters: Yawning gap

been threat and reality

I\/Iohan
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n retaliation for the

dastardly attack on

tourists in Jammu

and Kashmir’s

Pahalgam, the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment has decided to scrap
the Indus Waters Treaty
with Pakistan, even if it
will have quite a few con-
sequences. After the Uri
incident, our Prime
Minister had said that
“blood and water cannot
flow together”. The truth
is that while the flow of
blood can be stopped,
water will continue to
flow.

The geography makes it
next to impossible to stop
the flow of the waters
from the Indus, Chenab
and Jhelum. Yet there
was ample reason to
revisit this treaty,
because of Pakistan’s per-
sistent misuse of the pro-
visions of the IWT that
enable it to adopt a “dog
in the manger” attitude to
prevent or delay any
development of hydel pro-
jects on the three rivers
that is permitted by the
treaty. This will now stop.

The entire Indus river
system has a total
drainage area which
exceeds 11,165,000 sq km.
Its estimated annual flow
stands at around 207 kma3,
making it the twenty-first
largest river in the world
in terms of annual flow. It
is also Pakistan’s sole
means of sustenance. The
British had constructed a
complex canal system to
irrigate the Punjab region
of Pakistan. Partition left
a large part of this infra-
structure in Pakistan.

The World Bank bro-
kered the IWT between
India and Pakistan after
many years of intense
negotiations to allocate
the waters of the Indus
river  basin.  Prime
Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru and President
Ayub Khan signed the
treaty in Karachi on
September 19, 1960. Under
the IWT, control over the

Guruswamy

three “eastern” rivers —
Beas, Ravi and Sutlej —
was given to India, while
control over the three
“western”  rivers —
Indus, Chenab and
Jhelum — was given to
Pakistan.

On the face of it, the pact
is seen as generous to
Pakistan as it gives the
lower riparian state 80
per cent of the waters of
the western rivers. But
the reality is that the IWT
makes a virtue of a neces-
sity, as it is the geography
of the region that decides
this rather than any
Indian altruism.

The main Kashmir
Valley is just a hundred
km wide at its maximum
and 15,520.30 km2 in area.
While the Himalayas
divide the Kashmir
Valley from Ladakh, the
Pir Panjal range, which
encloses the valley from
the west and the south,
separates it from the
great plains of northern
India. This picturesque
and densely settled valley
has an average height of
1,850 metres above sea
level, but the surrounding
Pir Panjal range has an
average elevation of 5,000
metres.

Thus the Pir Panjal
range stands between the
Kashmir Valley and the
rest of the country and is
an insurmountable barri-
er that precludes the
transfer of water any-
where else. And neither
do the contours of the
Kashmir Valley allow for
more waters to be stored
in any part of it. Since the
waters cannot be stored
or used by diversion else-
where, it has to keep flow-
ing into Pakistan.

Of the three western
rivers “given” to
Pakistan, the Indus,
which debouches from
Indian territory near
Kargil and then flows
entirely in Pakistan-con-
trolled territory. The
Jhelum originates near
Verinag near Anantnag

The Indus river
system is expected
to fall below 2000
flow levels
between 2030 and
2050... Not only is
Pakistan running
out of water, it
seems to be soon
running out of
time.

and meanders for over 200
km in the Kashmir Valley
before it enters Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir. After
flowing through
Srinagar, it fills up the
Wular Lake and then tra-
verses past Baramulla
and Uri into PoK. The run
of the river hydel projects
constructed on it supply
most of the electricity to
the Valley.

The Chenab, also
known as Chandrabhaga,
originates in Lahaul Spiti
in Himachal Pradesh and
flows through the Jammu
region into the plains of
Pakistan’s Punjab. The
catchment area of the
Chenab is elongated and
narrow. The catchment
area of the Chenab is
mostly in India. But the
Chenab runs through
deep valleys and the river
drops by as much as 24
metres per km, imposing
physical constraints and
huge economic costs on
harnessing it.

The three “eastern”
rivers allocated to India
under the IWT are the
Beas, Ravi and Sutlej.
These waters sustain
agriculture in Punjab and
to some extent Haryana
and are substantially
used. What enters
Pakistan is usually just
enough to Kkeep the
stream flushed. But
despite this, Pakistan has
from time to time blamed
India for its floods
and the sudden and delib-
erate release of storage
gates.

The question that still
remains is about the
Jhelum waters. Dr Shakil
Ahmad Romshoo, head of
earth sciences at the geol-
ogy and geophysics
department, University of
Kashmir, recently said:
“Let us assume we stop
the water supply for the
sake of argument. Where

would the water go? We
do not have infrastruc-
ture to store this water.
We have not built dams in
J&K where we can store
the water. And being a
mountainous state,
unlike Tamil Nadu or
Karnataka, you cannot
move water to another
state. So, you cannot stop
the water technically.”

But even if it can be
done, climate change is
upon us, with severe
implicit consequences for
both countries, but most-
ly for Pakistan. The Indus
river basin is fed mostly
by glacier melt, unlike the
Ganga and Brahmaputra
basins, which are fed
mostly by the monsoons.
Since climate change is
now affecting the
Himalayan glaciers, the
water patterns in the
Indus river basin are
already showing changes.
Hence, Pakistan constant-
ly keeps up a drumbeat of
false charges about the
non-adherence to the IWT
by India.

But will there be enough
water for very long?
Widely referenced esti-
mates indicate a trou-
bling long-term trend for
the flow of the Indus river
basin. River water pro-
vides 80 per cent of all irri-
gation water for
Pakistan’s critical agri-
culture sector.

These water sources are
already near their limits,
with most water diverted
to northern Pakistan’s
agricultural regions at
the expense of the south.
In fact, so much water is
diverted from the Indus
before it reaches the
ocean that seawater has
invaded the river channel
miles inland.

Based on current projec-
tions, the Indus river sys-
tem is expected to fall
below 2000 flow levels
between 2030 and 2050.
The drop-off is estimated
to be most serious
between 2030 and 2040,
with a new equilibrium
flow of 20 per cent below
that of 2000 reached after
2060. Not only is Pakistan
running out of water, it
seems to be soon running
out of time.

Mohan Guruswamy is a
scholar and an author.
The views expressed here
are his own.

LETTERS

PAHALGAM LESSONS

The Pahalgam attack is not
only an attack on individuals
but an assault on humanity. It
is imperative that we, as a
society, stand united against it.
We must support our security
forces and intelligence agen-
cies, even while holding
authorities accountable for
any lapses that may have led
to this tragedy. But equally, we
must address the root causes
of such extremism — be it
political instability, ideological
manipulation or socio-eco-
nomic alienation. Peace in
Kashmir cannot be sustained
merely through military pres-
ence; it demands a multi-
pronged approach that
includes dialogue, develop-
ment and dignity.

Faizan Ahmed Qasmi

New Delhi

DON'T SHOW WEAKNESS

WE KEEP making the same mistakes
in the wake of Pak-instigated terror
attacks in terms of our response to
them. We start beating the drum that
we know it is Pakistan who is respon-
sible for the attack. But instead of that
what we should have done is complet-
ed our investigations, finalised our
plans and within a few days made an
offensive strike against the terror
camps in PoK or sites in Pakistan for
which we have evidence that they
were involved in the present terror
attack or terror operations in general.
The more time we give to the terrorist
organisations and Pakistan by tom-
toming we will do this and that the
more we help them build defensive
positions against action by ourselves.
S. Kamat
Mysuru

NO REAL ESTATE

THE HARASSMENT of Kashmiri stu-
dents and other innocent people from
the region in retaliation to the events
in Pahalgam is uncalled for. The anti-
Muslim rhetoric that is being spewed
even by mainstream television chan-
nels is the reason why they are being
seen as the “enemy”. Kashmir cannot
be treated as a valuable piece of real
estate we want without the Kashmiri
people. State governments under the
directions of the Centre must take the
safety concerns of Kashmiris seriously
and issue warnings to the offenders.
But the government must first put an
end to the numerous hate-filled social
media posts from important leaders
and organisations hell bent on pursu-
ing the communal agenda.
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai
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Cabbages
& Kings

‘Grand Mughals’
at London’s V&A:
Tipu Sultan, Sufis
& some surprises

“There aren’t many Rubayii about ‘love’ —
Apart I suppose from words like ‘above’ —
There aren’t enough flattering rhymes to go
With that emotion when push comes to shove?
And yet, Bachchoo, your rhyming has to strain
As love has let you down, you must complain
You don’t always have to do it in rhyme

It can just be in prose — a paean to pain?”’

— From The Rubaiyat of Dawn

he Victoria and Albert Museum in South
ensington, London, is a repository of his-
tory, art and objects for posterity. It also
features expertly curated exhibitions of
periods of history, of innovation, art, fashion...
etc. One exhibit that has always drawn my atten-
tion is Tipu Sultan’s tiger holding a British East
India company soldier, one of Arthur Wellesley’s
troops, in its jaws.

Even in the nineteenth century, the V&A didn’t
censor displays of Indian triumph over British
colonialism. Perhaps it was because visitors
would know that Tipu was boastful, and in the end
was beaten by the man who was to subsequently
defeat Napoleon at Waterloo. Or maybe they just
bravely thought that all dramatic displays had
their place and to hell with nationalistic sensitivi-
ties or concerns?

Memorably, in 2012, the V&A had an exhibition
on Indian maharajas and their royal courts. It was

— o0 ©

about the flamboyant displays of the principle and
better-endowed (er ... in territory) maharajas who
held their titular “kingdoms” through the 19th
and 20th centuries before Independence from
Britain in 1947. The exhibition had a vast array of
photographs and paintings of royal processions
with elephants, of parades of elaborately-dressed
troops in the pay of the maharajas and displays of
thrones and “authority”. There were of course
several depictions of these potentates meeting
with British royalty such as the brother of King
Edward VII and then King George V, who visited
India in 1911-1912.

The exhibition’s curators presented all the
pomp, but none of the circumstance. The V&A
exhibition connived to present the maharajas as
real kings. They didn’t say anywhere that they
were powerless puppets of the British Raj,
licensed to maintain ceremonial armies and
directed in their policies by the agents of the Raj,
resident and all-powerful in every state. When
India gained its Independence from the Raj in
1947, these ridiculous “potentates” were deprived
of their thrones by the great Congress politician
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and told to accept large
pensions and go quietly. No mention in the exhi-
bition. Curation or decoration?

Last week I saw at the V&A an exhibition called
“The Grand Mughals”. It doesn’t feature the histo-
ry of the Mughal dynasty’s conquest and rule in
India. It is a display of the art, artistic objects,

armaments, jewellery and architectural triumphs
of the reigns of Akbar, Jehangir and Shah Jahan.
There is scant mention of Babur, Humayun and
then of Aurangzeb.

I was startled to see what I didn’t know — that in
the reign of Akbar and Jehangir there were
“Mughal miniature” paintings from the annals of
the Sufi poet Amir Khusrau. There were also
miniatures made of Rustam, the Zoroastrian pre-
Muslim Persian hero from the Shahnama of
Firdausi.

And yes, there were miniatures of scenes, com-
missioned by these emperors, depicting charac-
ters and action from the Ramayan. There is a
“miniature”, among several others, which depicts
the scene from Sita’s story, where she mistakenly
believes that Hanuman, who approaches her in
exile, is Ravan in disguise.

There is a “portrait” of the Sufi saint Moinuddin
Chishti of Ajmer, who lived centuries before this
depiction, presumably from the inspired imagina-
tion of the artist. Then there is the portrait of a
Muslim being instructed in piety by a Brahmin.

After Portuguese Jesuits arrived in India during
Jehangir’s reign, the Hindu and Muslim artists
are depicted in the miniature scenes from the
Bible and Christian lore.

These were surprises. That there is a stately por-
trait of the young emperor Aurangzeb was not.
The exhibition has no section beyond that of the
artists of Shah Jahan’s reign. Is this because the
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previous sections, devoted to the work arising
from the dedicated patronage of Akbar, Jehangir
and Shah Jahan, is essentially full of human fig-
ures and portraiture, whereas the puritanical
Islam that Aurangzeb embraced forbids the depic-
tion of human forms? (Only asking, yaar!)

One is, gentle reader, aware of the fact that there
is a movement to erase the name of Aurangzeb
from existing avenues in New Delhi and to demol-
ish a mosque he supposedly built over the site of a
Hindu temple in Varanasi. Yes, history is written
by the victors and any ideology opposed to
Aurangzeb’s tyrannical reign would want him
erased from it.

He did execute Sikh gurus after imprisoning his
father and murdering his brothers. So, not a very
nice dude? The record of his deeds should in no
sense be erased from history — but glorifying
memorials and street names? Are there any mon-
uments to Judas in the Vatican?

Perusing the glorious art in this V&A display, it
was natural to wonder where these artefacts and
paintings came from. Perhaps, and most logically,
they were borrowed in great part, from Indian
museums and collections?

The entire display, in a single collection, appears
as a proud part of Indian history. There is in the
exhibits not a hint or trace of Mughal political tri-
umphalism. The exhibition should be seen as a
whole in India — but perhaps with the portrait of
Aurangzeb “cancelled”.
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Maharashira’s
illegal abodes

T‘iat it needed the Supreme Court of India’s direc-
tions for illegal construction in Maharashtra, mainly in
its cities, to come under the hammer tells a story of pelf,
connivance and more. The Maharashtra government is-
sued an order this week directing all district collectors
to follow the procedure set down by the apex court,
both for demolishing the existing ones and measures to
control such construction. The 5C adjudicated on peti-
tions concerning illegal buildings in Malvan Municipal
Council even as the Bombay High Court is seized of
similar matters in Nagpur, Mumbai and Navi Mumbai.
The government order warns the officials of stringent
action if they fail to comply. So far, so good, but several
uncomfortable questions and issues arise.

It took nearly four months after the SC directive for
the government order to be issued, which is sufficient
time for several such buildings to find ways to get their
structures regularised. Was the delay deliberate? Then
comes the key aspect of how such illegal buildings,
thousands of them, came to be when even a two-
wheeler parked wrongly is towed away. Constructing a
structure requires the promoters and builders to secure
a number of permissions and approvals, submit plans
and proposals, receive no-objection certificates and so
on; half a dozen are needed even before the first axe hits
the plot. All of this

takes months and There's more to

taps right into the the illegal

civic system. Were all e :

the concerned of- | butldings’saga
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their desks during o
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Clearigir:. the con- | factor will not

cept of vigilance

failed. Who issued be addressed

the approvals, and by merely

who turned a blind demnfishfng

eye while the con-
struction was under-
way?  calls  for
accountability from the highest to the lowest rungs in
offices issuing the permissions and approvals. Theres
more to the illegal buildings’ saga than meets the eye.
There is gain for all those involved. The accountability
factor will not be addressed by merely demolishing il-
legal structures. This aspeet was touched upon by the
Bombay HC last month when it urged the Maharashtra
government to consider legislating stringent measures
to hold all parties involved in illegal constructions ac-
countable and emphasised the need for severe deter-
rents. What is called for is a robust, tamper-proof
framework that digitalises approvals and permissions
by minimising the human interface and discretionary
decisions, all overseen by an ombudsman-like agency.
The Maharashtra government is unlikely to go that far
because the 5C did not specifically ask for this, and the
government would not want to disappoint its officers.
Just how vast the pains are can be seen in their spread.
Nearly 10 vears ago, the Brihanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration had counted nearly 56,000 illegal buildings in
Mumbai. The Navi Mumbai civic authorities were
pulled up by the Bombay HC for allowing thousands of
illegal buildings to be constructed, even as the City and
Industrial Development Corporation demolished
nearly 2,200 illegal structures on 56 acres in the past
weeks, Without fixing accountability, this is akin to
swatting flies in summer.

Dark reality of
Indian start-ups

One of the major strides of the past few years that
the pro-establishment corner claims and the anti-estab-
lishment corner grudgingly agrees upon is the boom in
startups across sectors in India, mainly in its cities. Just
this week, the launch of a startup channel catering spe-
cifically to the entertainment needs in Bhojpuri, among
a clutch of central Indian languages, created quite a
flutter. Yet, behind the glam of narrative and buoyancy
is an aspect of India’s startup story that few care to pay
attention to—closures and shutdowns. The startup eco-
system registered a massive 12-fold increase in the shut-
downs, with over 28,000 of them closing shop in 2023-24
from only 2,300 shutting shop in 2019-22, reports state.
Many of those that closed down in the past vear filed for
bankruptey or had been inactive for some time. The
central government seems oblivious or wilfully ignor-
ant, given that minister Jitin Prasada told the Parliament
in December last year that only around 5,000 of those
registered with ‘Startup India’ had shut down,
Alongside the shutdown, the pace of the launch of
new startups has also slowed down from an impressive
8,600-plus every year in 2019-22 to barely 5,000 last year
and a few hundred so far this vear. The trajectory of the
startups matters to the Indian economy because of the
promise of job creation that they offer and the maturing
of the services sector that they represent. And it matters
to the world because Indias vibrant and crowded star-
tup space is seen as the worlds third-largest and prom-
ising. Whether the trajectory represents early signs of
failure of the startup ecosystem itself or a badly needed
correction in the system is up for debate; a lot depends
on the perspective of the analysts rather than objective
information. Most of the shutdowns were in agritech,
edtech, healthtech and, of course, fintech startups—all
high-growth sectors. At this stage, what is called for is a
clear-eyed evaluation of the ecosystem and reasons for
the closures. If startups, which got massive funding dur-
ing a buoyant market, are now waking up to the reality
of making it count, then the correction is welcome. If
the startup ecosystem is burning out because of factors
ranging from a mindless innovation and growth-at-all-
costs approach to a lack of substantive support from the
oogvernment and systemie roadblocks such as valuation
and taxation issues, then these need to be addressed.
The introduction and rapid embrace of Al in the sectors
that startups occupy have further upped the challenge
quotient. India’s startup story needs more ingenuity.

illegal structures.

Spectrum

MADAN SABNAVIS

ndia will be ending

FY25 with a growth

rate of 6.5%, which is

(quite  Impressive.
The two lacunae, if they are to be
called so, during the year were the
tepid growth in consumption and
private sector investment (which
was not broad-based but sector-
specific). On consumption, there is
a dualistic story where the rural
population tended to spend more
while urban consumption lagged.
The reason was high inflation,
which came in the way of the pur-
chasing power. But the CFI infla-
tion numbers, which are used. at
the policy level, reveal a positive
tendency, -as inflation rates had
been coming downwards and
ended at 3.3% for March. There are,
hence, two rather distinet views on
the economy: as perceived by
economists, who go by hard data,
and as perceived by individuals,
who base their view on personal
experience,

In this context, it is compelling to
take a look at the RBI's consumer
confidence survey, which tells us
how individuals feel about the state
of the economy. The RBIs con-
sumer confidence survey is carried
out every two months and covers
around 6000 households, These
households give their view on cer-
tain parameters based on their
perceptions. The table below gives
the proportion of households who
felt that a certain parameter im-
proved in March 2025 compared to
last year. The proportion for the

Fearless Talk

ABHAY MOKASHI

ord John Dalberg
Acton had said,
“Power corrupts,
and absolute
power corrupts absolutely.” He said
this in 1887. Today, it can be said
that power also brings about arro-
gance, and absolute power brings
about absolute arrogance, Along
with arrogance comes contempt
for dissenting voices. This has been
observed in India, the United
States and many other countries.

Until now, the contempt for a
dissenting voice was confined to
the voices of those in the political
or social arena. Many of those
whose views are unacceptable to
those in power have faced physical
attacks and have been haunted by
government agencies or by fab-
ricated cases. Now contempt for a
dissenting judiciary is reflected in
a big way.

In school we have been taught
that legislative bodies-are the seat
of demoeracy, where members
have the freedom to speak without
fear. But that has remained on
paper, as elected representatives
who disagree with those in power
are not allowed to air their views in

Need for

stands a strong chance of

same parameter is also provided
for March 2024, where perceptions
were compared over March 2023

Responses in % of sample in

support of the question
Variable ‘March March
{comparison 2024 2025
over last year)
Has general 41.2 34.7
economic
conditions
improved |
Has employment| 38.1 35.5
improved
Has income 21.7 23.8
increased
Has spending 731 801
increased
Has spending | B4.5 87.4
on essentials
increased
Has spending | 29.2 28.5
on non-essentials
increased
Have prices 89.2 9.0
increased
Has inflation 77.0 79.4
increased

Source: RBI

The table shows one unequivo-
cal trait, which is that households
have a different view on the econ-
omy when compared with profes-
sionals who go by hard
macro-economic data. A smaller
proportion of individuals felt that
the economic conditions have im-
proved this vear relative to last
vear. While this would gel well

the legislative bodies, either by the
ruling party members or by the
presiding officers. This is propor-
tional to the level of the legislative
bodies; the higher one goes, the
stronger the controls.

Shouting down members of the
opposition by the ruling party
members is & common practice.
When they fail, the presiding of-
ficers take over and silence them
by expunging their statements,
switching off their mikes or deny-
ing them an opportunity or
enough time to have their say.

In keeping with the highest par-
liamentary tradition, the Speaker
of the Lower House and the Chair-
person of the Upper House must
set aside their political affiliations
and be neutral while discharging
their duties. In most cases, these
presiding authorities are found to
be deviating from this practice, not
just in the lower legislative bodies,
but in the Lok Sabha and the Rajva
Sabha too. For instance, Rajva
Sabha Chairperson Jagdeep
Dhankhar finds it difficult to keep
aside his affiliation with the Bhara-
tiva Janata Party. This was seen
when he was the governor and that

with the fact that the GDP growth
this year will be lower than FY24 at
6.5%, individuals probably look at
other variables too.

Employment perceptions too
vary. The proportion of households
who believe employment has gone
up has come down to 35.5% com-
pared with 38.1% in March 2024,
Here it looks likely that the re-
sponses are driven by their own
experiences in the market or that
of friends and relatives. Also, the
news on companies laving off em-
plovees plays at the back of the
mind when a response is provided
to this question. This view is in
contrast to the EPFO data, which
indicates that more jobs have been
created during the year,

Individuals would be affected
the most by what affects them
closely, which is incomes and
prices. The former is something
which is felt as earnings are
known, Prices would be a general
feeling of real purchasing power,
which could tend to be overstated
or understated depending on how
the money is spent. The two, at
times, get linked, as even when the
income inereases, higher prices for
essentials can lead to the percep-
tion that the income has not quite
increased.

The picture here, hence, would
read that fewer households feel
that their income has increased,
though more believe that spending
has increased. People do not suffer
from money illusion and, hence,
look at real income most of the

continues in his current role.
Dhankhar has come a long way
and clearly has his eves on the
President’s post, for which he has
to be in the good books of the su-
preme leader, and he does not
leave a single opportunity to do so.
There are many like him in the Par-
liament who lack the requisite
qualitics to be in such august posts
but are there only due to their
lovalty to the supreme leader.

Dhankhar’s predecessors have
been eminent personalities of
great intellect, All of them brought
glory to the office they held by fol-
lowing the highest democratic
norms and practices.

Dhankhar's recent salvo against
Article 142 of the Constitution, de-
scribing it as a nuelear missile, can
be seen more as a political state-
ment rather than a critical review
of the Article. His statement came
in light of the Supreme Court

judgement on the Tamil Nadu case,

where the apex court observed
that governors must give their as-
sent to the bills passed by the legis-
lature. The direction was essential
since most governors these days
are guilty of playing second fiddle

time when judging if nominal in-
come has increased. Within spend-
ing, there is an increase in the
proportion of households who be-
lieve they have spent more on es-
sentials, while the same has come
down for non-essentials. Quite
clearly, the price factor comes in
both in absolute terms and rate of
change, which is inflation. Higher
food prices have increased family
spending on essentials, leaving less
for discretionary goods and ser-
vices,

It does look like that at the end of
the day, prices and inflation matter
the most and could be clouding the

judgement of respondents. There

was an overwhelming majority of
people who feel that prices have in-
creased and inflation is high.
Therefore, even while the official
CPl inflation numbers have de-
clined to 3.3% in March from a high
of 6.2% in October, households do
not coneur on the same,

First, individuals are more likely
to consider the ready basket of
goods consumed, which excludes
things that are not purchased on a
daily basis, like rent, clothing, and
s0 on. Second, they tend to look at
prices at the present level com-
pared with the last low price paid
for the good or service. They may
not remember the prices exactly a
vear back but tend to benchmark
against the lowest they paid for the
product. Third, often human psy-
chology tracks prices that have
gone up but not come down.
Therefore, there can be a bias to

to the centre. This was true in
Dhankhar’s case too, when he was
the West Bengal governor,

By calling Article 142 a nuclear
missile, Dhankhar is not only deny-
ing the need for checks and bal-
ances between the legislature and
the judiciary but also questioning
the wisdom of the people who
wrote the Constitution,

Dhankhar has taken objection to
the 3-month deadline the Supreme
Court has set for the President to
clear bills. The Vice-President
should not forget that we live in a
democracy and not a2 monarchy
and that the President is account-
able to the citizens, hence subject
to correction by the judiciary.
Along with rigidly applying the
letter of the law, it is also the duty
of the judiciary to se¢ the intent be-
hind legislative directives.

Talking about his theory of the
separation of powers in his book
The Spirit of Law, published in
1748, Montesquieu says, “When the
legislative and executive powers
are united in the same person orin
the same body of magistrates,
there can be no liberty... there is no
liberty if the power of judging is

edit
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People have a different view
on economy than economists

Credit policy targets inflation, which is defined by the NSO. But the
numbers tend to be much lower than the perception of households

look at products where prices have
risen. The higher price of bread or
milk by even Rs 2 a loaf or litre will
register as prices going up, while
that of tomatoes coming down
from Rs 40/ke to Rs 30/kg is not
s¢en in the same light.

An interesting observation that
comes from another survey, car-
ried out by the RBI on inflation ex-
pectations, is that households
always feel that inflation is much
higher than what the official data
savs. The latest survey shows that
for March 2025, the inflation per-
ception was 7.8% against the official
number of 3.3%. In fact, the entire
vear, the range of perception was
between 7.8% and 8.4%. Hence, the
perception of individuals tends to
be based on different factors,

This raises interesting questions
from the point of view of policy.
The credit policy targets inflation,
which is defined by the NSO. But
these numbers tend to be much
lower than the perception of
households. This is where there
would be a divergent view, es-
pecially when the net interest rate
is looked at. At the policy level, the
expected inflation rate of 4% for the
vear would indicate that a repo
rate of 5.5% would still mean a real
interest rate of 1.5%. Individuals, on
the other hand, will always feel that
their real return is in the negative
Z0NE.

The author is Chief Ecomomist, Bank of Ba-
roda and author of 'Corporate Quirks: The
Brarker Side of the Sun’. Views are personal

Absolute power brings about
absolute arrogance, contempt

“When the legislative and executive powers are united in the same
person or in the same body of magistrates, there can be no liberty”

not separated from the legislative
and executive... there would be an
end to everything if the same man
or the same body... were to exercise
those three powers.”

Soon after Dhankhar’s state-
ment, BJP MP Nishikant Dubey
held the Supreme Court respon-
sible for a “eivil war” in the country,
The BJP has repeatedly been an-
nouncing that it plans to establish
a Hindu Rashtra. In light of this, the
BIP leadership needs to read what
Samuel Taylor Coleridge said in
The Statesmans Manual.

In his book, Coleridge encour-
ages politicians to view their roles
as 4 form of moral stewardship,
where their decisions should align
with ethical and spiritual values,
He eritiques the reliance on mere
pragmatism or ufilitarianism in
politics, advocating instead for a
deeper, principled approach
rooted in the divine wisdom of
scripture. By doing so. he believes
statesmen can achieve not only ef-
fective governance but also the
moral elevation of society.

The author is a senior jourmalist and media
trainer. He tweets al @a_mokashi

Dear reader, We are eager to know your opinions, comments and suggestions. Write to letters@fpj.co.in with the title of the letter in the subject line.
Using snail mail? Send your letters to The Free Press Journal, Free Press House, 215 Free Press Marg, Nariman Point, Mumbai 400021,

through innovative and

weapon against terrorism

introspection

The Pahalgam terror attack
highlights the urgent need
for introspection regarding
India's security and intelli-
gence framework. An over-
dependence on physical
deployment of troops can-
not prevent such attacks.
The real game-changer lies
in strengthening our
human intelligence {HU-
MINT) network, and for
that, building trust and
genuine partnerships with
local Kashmiris is essential.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

US-India trade
During his India visit, the
American vice president
engaged in trade talks,
which reflects a measure of
earnestness. The U3 has
been a close trade partner
for the last couple of dec-
ades and would never want
tolose an ally like India. The
need of the hour is to pa-
tiently toe the line instead
of retaliating, which might
ruffle quite a few feathers
in Trump's hat. Moreover,
with China falling foul of
world favour as a premium
supply chain provider, India

making it big at the hustle.
Manish Shukla, Kota

People need
reassurance
The PM recently spoke in
Madhubani in connection
with the National Pan-
chayati Raj Day event. His
speech ran for almost thirty
minutes. He ought to have
cut short his speech toa
few minutes, keeping in
mind the mood of the na-
tion following the terrorist
attack in Pahalgam. He
could have simply said that
though he had come to de-
liver a speech, his heart
was too heavy with grief to
say much. He should have
assured the people that the
Indian security forces
would give them a fitting
reply and simply asked
them to trust him.

Avinash Godboley, MP

Banking sector

In India’s dynamic banking
sector collateral plays a
vital role as a foundational
pillar that ensures financial
stability, manages risks,
and fosters economic

HASAMN -ZaIDI

Pak ﬁlnsﬂs airspar:a for India

International flights from Delhi and other northern cities
will take a lenger time to reach their destinations, and
fares are also likely to rise in the range of 8-12 per cent
in the near future with Pakistan closing its airspace for
Indian airlines, Air India and IndiGo said some of their
international flights have been impacted by the Pakistan
airspace closure. The airspace cannot be used by India-
registered aircraft as well as planes owned or leased by
Indian operators. The Tata airline flights connecting
North America, the UK, Europe and the Middle-East are

likely to take an alternative extended route.

Bhagwan Thadani, Mumbai

any asset or financial inter-
est offered by a borrower
to a lender as security for a
loan or credit. Importantly,
collateral can be secured
through various mechan-
tsms, such as pledge, hy-

growth. Eulla@ﬁﬁﬁérﬁ 18 epre E-Eﬁﬁﬁ.ﬁ lgniFortgage,

lien or assignment, de-
pending on the nature of
the asset and the agree-
ment. Beyond its traditional
function, collateral also
shapes risk management
practices and opens path-
ways for financial inclusion

government-backed
frameworks.
Jayanthi S Maniam, Vashi

Have faith
Fetaliation moves are
never discussed in public,
and the media should not
speculate on how the In-
dian armed forces will re-
taliate to avenge the
Pahalgam killings. The gov-
ernment has shut all diplo-
matic channels with
Pakistan and has sus-
pended the Indus water
treaty. Investors shouldn't
fear a market crash if India
retaliates; it might just be
the opposite. India has the
capability to deal with any
dire situation, be it financial
or concerning the security
of the nation!

S.N. Kabra, Mumbai

Stay united,

stay strong

India must remain stead-
fast and united in the face
of terrorism. It is essential
at this time to avoid internal
divisions that could
threaten social harmaony.
The unity of the Indian
people is the most effective

that is imposed from
across the border. The pro-
tests that took place across
Kashmir after the incident
show what the ordinary
citizens think about such
violent acts. India's strategy
must be based on realism,
deeply rooted in national
interest and free from ver-
bal slogans.

Mohammad Asad,

Mumbai

Don't be greedy
Cyber-scams are escalat-
ing nowadays, and people
are being lured into fake
work-from-home oppor-
tunities and then being
duped by fraudsters. They
are losing all their savings in
the blink of an eye. People
shouldn't believe in unex-
pected money offers or op-
portunities and shouldn't
provide their personal or
banking details and OTPs
to any unknown or unoffi-
cial sites without conduct-
ing research. By avoiding
greed and acting wisely,
one can be safe from being
subjected to cyber-scams.
Tousik Rahman,
South 24 Pgs
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SUMMER
SIEGE

ndia’s cities are hurtling towards a dan-

gerous climatic tipping point. For the

third summer in a row, the country is

witnessing prolonged heatwaves and

record-breaking temperatures across
major urban centers. The Indian Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has already issued red
alerts for states like Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
and Delhi-NCR, as maximum temperatures
soar beyond 45°C. While rural India has long
borne the brunt of nature’s fury, it is urban
India—crowded, chaotic, and concrete—that
is fast emerging as the frontline of the cli-
mate crisis. The phenomenon of urban heat
islands, where temperatures in cities are sig-
nificantly higher than in nearby rural areas, is
now a lived reality for millions. Poorly venti-
lated concrete buildings, asphalt roads, and a
severe lack of green cover have turned India’s
cities into pressure cookers during the sum-
mer months. A recent study by the Centre for
Science and Environment revealed that over
70 Indian cities now report heat differentials
of 4-6°C compared to their surroundings,
severely impacting public health, productivity,
and basic urban life. Yet, this escalating urban
climate emergency has not been matched by
proactive policy reform or targeted mitigation
strategies.

While governments at both central and
state levels have taken some steps—such as
issuing heatwave warnings and providing tem-
porary relief shelters—these measures remain
reactionary, insufficient, and often too little,
too late. India’s urban infrastructure is funda-
mentally unprepared to handle the growing
intensity of extreme weather events. Slums
and informal housing—where more than 100
million urban Indians reside—are most vul-
nerable. These settlements lack insulation,
access to potable water, or even basic health-
care access, making residents extremely sus-
ceptible to heatstroke and dehydration. Power
grids routinely collapse under the burden of
increased demand for air conditioning and
cooling systems, while water shortages worsen
as reservoirs dry up. Despite the increasing
frequency of such conditions, few cities have
a working Heat Action Plan (HAP). Those
that do—like Ahmedabad, which pioneered
India’s first HAP in 2013—often struggle with
enforcement, public awareness, and coordi-
nation across agencies. Meanwhile, urban
expansion continues unabated, with rampant
deforestation and unchecked construction
erasing any chance of environmental balance.
The push for smart cities has largely priori-
tized digital infrastructure over climate-smart
infrastructure, further exposing the short-
sightedness of our urban development vision.

India cannot afford to be passive in the
face of this mounting threat. The blueprint
for a climate-resilient urban future must be
rooted in long-term structural reforms and
community-centric planning. Cities must
urgently adopt green building codes that
mandate the use of reflective materials, better
insulation, and ventilation. Expanding urban
green spaces—parKks, tree-lined roads, green
rooftops—is not just aesthetically desirable,
but a scientific necessity. Rainwater harvest-
ing, urban wetlands, and sustainable drain-
age systems must be integrated into new and
existing city plans. Furthermore, heatwave
management must move beyond advisories to
institutionalised preparedness: early warning
systems, emergency cooling centers, and com-
munity health outreach need to be scaled up.
Funding for municipal bodies must be tied to
their performance on climate indicators, and
inter-departmental coordination must become
the norm rather than the exception. This sum-
mer is not an outlier—it is the beginning of a
new normal. India’s urban policy must now
evolve to reflect this truth. We need to stop
treating heatwaves as seasonal inconveniences
and start treating them as climate disasters.
Because if this summer teaches us anything,
it’s that the climate clock for our cities is tick-
ing fast—and we're already behind.

&) Dearkditor

FACADE OF NORMALCY?

This is in reference to the editorial, A paean to
Humanity’. We assumed that dark days of terror
in the valley were over but Pahalgam is a chilling
reminder that we were wrong. It is the deadliest
attack on tourists since militancy began in the
valley in the 90s and first since article 370 was
abrogated in 2019. We have witnessed record

terrorist footfall in the valley in the last two years, a
significant sign of normalcy was there to see but all

will fall apart now. It is a huge intelligence failure
on the part of our agencies and the government
must find the root cause of intelligence failure.

— BAL GOVIND, NOIDA via email

millenniumpost.in
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Retorming the IAS Route

When a person
has crossed the
age of 30, his
value system and
ethical framework
have already
been formed;

it is very difficult
to mould

him/her differently

The Civil Services exam system needs urgent reform to prevent youth from wasting
prime years in repeated attempts, as well as to prioritise idealism and efficiency

he Civil Services results have

just been declared, and the pho-

tographs and interviews of the

successful candidates are being
flashed across newspapers, fuelling the
civil service dream of millions. It is indeed
a great day for those who have made it,
and they deserve all the congratulations
for their resilience, determination, intel-
ligence, and hard work. At the same time,
there are hundreds of thousands who have
not succeeded, and they are anxiously
wondering about their future. For some,
the portals of a life of meaning and pur-
pose have been opened, but for others,
it is a depressing moment, and they are
feeling lost.

After reading the interviews of the
selected candidates, I was surprised to
find that most of them had succeeded
after several attempts—perhaps even four
to five. There was hardly anyone who had
made it in the first attempt. This disturbed
me. It is true that it is one of the toughest
exams, with less than a thousand getting
selected out of several lakhs who write
the exam. Still, I feel that there should be
a much larger percentage of candidates
who succeed in the first attempt. When
I was selected for the IAS in 1978, there
were a significant number of candidates
who qualified in the first attempt, and I
wonder why this is not happening any-
more. The nature of the exam needs to be
reviewed to address this anomaly.

When I wrote the IAS and succeeded
in the first attempt, I joined the service
at the age of 22. This gave me 38 years of
working life. Today, with candidates mak-
ing it after several attempts and getting
selected near the age of 30, their career
span is considerably shortened to about
30 years. The topmost position in the IAS
is that of the Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India or Chief Secretary in the
State. Even today, officers make this grade
after serving for about 32-33 years. This
means that a large number of current offi-
cers, who are getting in at a late age, will
never make this grade. It would be ironic
if even the candidate who is among the
toppers does not reach the highest post in
the service because she retires before that.
This is not a healthy sign. It can be hugely
de-motivating. Further, it can create a feel-

—

their first attempt

The nature of the exam needs to be reviewed fo ensure that more candidates qualify in

ing among such candidates that there is no
point excelling at work because the highest
level of the service will not be reached by
them. I fear that some may deviate from
the desired path and believe in making hay
while the sun shines.

I remember that when I got into the
IAS, the minimum age for the exam was
21 years for all, and the maximum for gen-
eral candidates was 26, with the reserved
categories getting a couple of years more.
Now, I find that though the minimum
age remains the same, the maximum
age limit for general candidates has been
raised to 32, while it is 35 and 37 for the
OBCs and SC/STs respectively. This, to my
mind, creates a problem, which is further
accentuated by the fact that the number of
attempts allowed has been exponentially
increased. In our time, we were permitted
a maximum of three attempts. Today, I
find that a general candidate is allowed six
attempts, with OBCs getting three more,
and it is unlimited in the case of SC/STs.
The net result is that young boys and girls
keep toiling for the Civil Services exam
year after year and spend the best part of
their lives doing this. If, at the end of the
day, they do not succeed, then they are
left in the lurch, with no other reward-
ing career options available. They become
overage for various jobs, and it is perhaps
too late for them to acquire a professional
degree that would make them employable
elsewhere. Their future becomes dark, and

they have to look for jobs far below their
potential, which frustrates them—and
many fall into the grip of depression.

Today, there are a large number of
stimulating career options available, and
there is no reason why the youth of this
country should spend their prime years
repeatedly attempting the Civil Services
examination. Civil service is not the only
route to success in life. Not being able to
clear the Civil Services exam is not an
indicator of the potential and ability of
a person.

Moreover, getting into the Civil Ser-
vices at a late age presents another prob-
lem area. When a person has crossed the
age of thirty, his value system and ethical
framework have already been formed. It
is very difficult to mould him differently.
The Civil Services require not only a dif-
ferent aptitude but a completely different
mindset and attitude. Service to the peo-
ple has to be the overriding motivation
of a civil servant. I remember joining the
IAS at 22, almost fresh from college, full
of enthusiasm and the belief that one can
change the world. Beyond thirty, there is
no denying that a person becomes more
worldly-wise and has often seen so much
of the realities of the world that there is no
place left for unbridled idealism, which, in
my opinion, must be the discerning qual-
ity of a civil servant.

In light of the above discussion, I am
of the firm conviction that the maximum

age for the Civil Services should in no case
exceed 28 for general candidates, and an
exemption of a year or two can be given to
the OBCs/SC/STs. Further, the maximum
number of attempts allowed to a general
candidate should be three, with one addi-
tional attempt for the other categories.

Further, I strongly feel that the sylla-
bus for the Civil Services exam needs to
be urgently reviewed. The current sylla-
bus is far too exhaustive and expects the
candidate to memorise almost everything
under the sun. This should be changed
because this is one of the main reasons
why a candidate has to study for years
before he can even think of clearing the
exam. For instance, there is no need to
have three General Studies papers. Two
would be quite sufficient, and they also
should have a manageable and defined
scope. In addition, the question papers
should offer options and not make it man-
datory to attempt all questions. There is
a fourth General Studies paper on eth-
ics which can be removed. I would be the
first person to advocate for the relevance
of ethics for civil servants, but having a
paper on it in the entrance examination
does not help. Ethics should be an impor-
tant part of the training curriculum at the
service academies.

The essay paper should remain, as also
one optional subject. However, I feel that
the relative weightage of the personal-
ity test should be increased. You can now
be interviewed in any of the recognized
languages, and so there is no elitist bias
in this. Moreover, at the prelims stage, in
addition to the General Studies papers, the
Civil Services Aptitude Test (CSAT) paper
should also be added to the score and not
be just a qualifying paper. The scheme of
the paper can be reviewed to ensure that it
does not unduly favour any group.

We need the best to enter the Civil
Services. The exam should be such that
it makes this happen without making a
candidate spend more than five years of
his youth preparing for it. The scheme of
the exam should be such that it does not
deter deserving candidates from having
a shot at it. There is a need for an urgent
review of the Civil Services exam scheme
and pattern.

Views expressed are personal
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We don’t need
clarion calls for
war or dramatic
filmy dialogues
— the citizens
of India need

to feel safe, we
need to stand in
solidarity with
our brothers and
sisters in Kashmir
who have been
sitting in vigils
and professing
their dissent
against

this attack

A Nation Mourns

The dastardly terror attack in Pahalgam has eviscerated the peace in T&K — we
need action, accountability, and strengthened solidarity with the people

f you told me a few months ago that

picturesque Pahalgam would be the

site of unimaginable carnage, I would

have scoffed. There was nothing to
indicate that just over six months later,
26 innocent people would be mercilessly
gunned down by terrorists. Its incongru-
ous to associate the serene Baisaran mead-
ows of Pahalgam with the comforting blue
waters of Lidder River running nearby, and
the region guarded by the magnanimous
Pir Panjal mountains, with savage terror
and bloodshed. The balmy hospitality of
the people, the jovial ponywallahs, the
cool touch of the winds and the waters —
I was lucky to have witnessed Kashmiri-
yat at its best.

The April 22 terror attack not only tar-
geted Hindus, it also laid siege on the peace
and prosperity that was gradually return-
ing to Jammu and Kashmir. After years of
relative calm, this dastardly act brought
back decades-old dread and disquietude.
25 tourists from different parts of India
— some working overseas and back home
on vacation, several current and former
government employees and security per-
sonnel, some on long-cherished family
holidays, one on honeymoon — and a
local ponywallah trying to save tourists,
paid with their lives in this inscrutable
incident. This attack that left women and
children unharmed, choosing only Hindu
men, was a calculated message to J&K and
the nation — Kashmir can bleed again. We
would be remiss to not also see the divi-
sive nature of the attack. Terror attacks
propelled by religion are only meant to
cause a divide between communities. Ter-
rorists are agents of chaos who revel in
instilling fear and instigating hate. Their
end goal and long-term mission is to turn
neighbour against neighbour. In a diverse
nation like ours, today matters of religion
are a tinderbox. It can get you thrown out
of residential quarters, cancelled on social
media, and on a particularly unlucky day,
religion can even get you killed.

The Pahalgam terror attack cannot be
allowed to achieve its goal of heighten-
ing communal tensions and increasing
polarisation. Kashmiri students are alleg-
edly being harassed and evicted across
India citing “security reasons” while big-
oted news anchors brayed for blood and
Israel-like solution for Pakistan. There is
no doubt that the perpetrators of this hor-
rific act must be brought to justice but lets
not absolve those in-charge of the security
policy in the region. The attackers came

The tranquil Pahalgam, which was brimming with beauty, love, and Kashmiriyat before the attack, should give us strength to recuperate

and stand united as a nation

IMAGE COURTESY: SHUTAPA PAUL

dressed in army fatigues, carrying auto-
matic rifles, they were well-versed with
the terrain, had planned escape routes, and
most definitely, had local support.

The Resistance Front (TRF), purport-
edly an off-shoot of the Lashkar-e-Taiba
that came into effect after the abrogation
of Article 370 in August 2019, has claimed
responsibility for the attack. Indian offi-
cials have said that the Indian army has
exchanged fire with Pakistani soldiers in
Kashmir. So far, the Indian government
has done well to exercise restraint and yet
taken bold decisions such as demoting dip-
lomatic relationship between both nations,
repatriation of Pakistani military attaches,
halting of the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty,
and shutting down the Attari land-transit
point. A war on Pakistan is not in our eco-
nomic, political, or social interest — war
will decimate J&K as we know it and will
take its toll on the entire country.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is right
in promising that India will pursue the
attackers till the ends of earth as we should;

but there are several important questions
that still need answering. Jammu and
Kashmir would be one of the most mili-
tarily guarded regions in India; so how did
this security breach take place? We don't
have exact numbers of the strength of the
armed forces but reports suggest anywhere
between 1.68 lakh personnel as noted in
2019 to over 3 lakh now including CAPFs
(Central Armed Police Forces). When I
visited Pahalgam last year, around the 5th
anniversary of the abrogation of Article
370 and ahead of the state elections, there
were armed personnel everywhere. It was
quite unnerving for a civilian like me to
casually buy my bread and snacks along
with security personnel in army fatigues.
Every few yards, there were armed person-
nel walking around with a rifle in hand.
Was security tightened around the abroga-
tion anniversary and because polls were in
sight and the Amarnath Yatra was under-
way? Was the security bandobast currently
reduced after the newly anointed Union
Territory got its first elected government?

This act of terrorism happened just over a
month before the Amarnath Yatra, when,
as per the government, the security was
temporarily dialled down.

There must be accountability for the
security lapses and intelligence failures that
even allowed such a deadly act to transpire.
We need a plan for creating reformed secu-
rity protocols that serve as effective deter-
rents. We don't need clarion calls for war
or dramatic filmy dialogues — the citi-
zens of India need to feel safe, we need to
stand in solidarity with our brothers and
sisters in Kashmir who have been sitting in
vigils and professing their dissent against
this attack. The terrifying pictures and
videos of that horrendous day when 26
innocents were sacrificed on the altar of
religion are etched in our minds. And so
I share the pictures of the tranquil Pahal-
gam full of beauty, love, and Kashmiriyat
— let’s also remember these images as we
use this time to mourn, heal, and stand
united as a nation.

Views expressed are personal



A thought for today
Law-abiding citizens value privacy. lerrorists
require invisibility. The two are not the same,

and they should not be confused
RICHARD PERLE

Post-Pahalgam

Security lapse questions need clear answers.
LoC/border infra needs massive upgrade
Undeniabh.n Pahalgam hasbeenahuge blow toIndia’ssecurity

apparatus in J&K. Now, SOPs must be overhauled, systems

reoriented, and coordination between agencies sharpened.
But the revamp must begin with some tough questions. Was Baisaran
Valley opened up to tourists much earlier than other yvears? Some
reportssaythe areaisusually opentovisitorsduring the Amarnath
Yatra, when there are stringent security arrangements. Whether or
not local hoteliers and tour operators failed to inform authorities
about tourist movement isn’t clear. Were arrangements this week
different to those in the last tourist season? Local tourism industry
isarguingthat govtdidn’t provide them with any alerts ahead of the
tourist influx. Clearly, vital coordination between security forces
and local businesses fell through the cracks.

Border lacunae | Note also that the terrorists had better eyes on
thesituation, saw anopportunity and struck. Thisshows that terro-
rists are constantly probing for weaknesses. That's why terrorists
need to be stopped at the border/LoC itself. But there are multiple
lacunae with border infra too. Govt had launched the Comprehensive
Integrated Border Management System project after the 2016
Pathankot attack to upgrade border fencing with state-of-the-art
surveillance systems. But it remains a work in progress, having
18m missedtwodeadlinesin 2018 and 2023.

e Bureaucracy that kills | Plus, routine
# weather-related challenges with border fencing
management remain. Damage to fencing due
to winter snow takes months to repair because
' of both terrain and bureaucratic delays. Battery-
operated surveillance equipment such as
night-vision devices drain power quickly in
the cold and can’t be charged due to lack of
power at many placesalongthe border. Repairs
to sensitive surveillance radar can take weeks.
Fuel for generators that run searchlights often
§ runslow. Even electrified fencing has proved
#& tobe ineffective in some places due to lack of
steady electricity supply and low voltage.
These leave gaps in the border fencing that
terrorists exploit.

Smuggling-terror nexus | Arms - including weapons for Nato -
are being smuggled into Punjab via drones. A similar smuggling
route exists via Nepal. Nato-grade weapons have been seized from
terrorists in J&K. This is happening under our noses. Why hasn’t
govt been able to crack down on the influx of smuggled weapons?

Response failure | Former army commandersare calling Pahal-
gaman intelligencefailure. It'safamiliar pattern, but the historyof
terrorist attacks this century shows the charge is misplaced. While
thefactsof Pahalgam are vetto beestablished, the Oct 7, 2023 Hamas
attack, Pulwama, Uri, 26/11, and 9/11 all point toa different problem -
“response failure”. There were warnings in all these cases that
weren't acted upon. America’s 9/11 Commission report summed up the
problem well: “No analytic work foresaw the lightning that could
connect the thundercloud to the ground.” And 9/11 was a colossal
response failure. Leads about a possible attack had been coming in all
summer, vet “aslateas Sep4” govt didn't have an answer to the ques-
tion, “Is al Qaeda a big deal?” Before 26/11, India received warnings
of a major attack from its own sources and US. As for Pulwama,
Frontline found there were at least 11 intelligence inputs between
Jan2and Feb13, 2019 -aday before the attack. Israel had been getting
warnings of Hamas’s invasion plan since 2018. At least, its security
agency, Shin Bet, has formally accepted its lapses within 18 months.
In India, probes take long, and mea culpas are unheard of.

So, the least we expect after Pahalgam is a timely inquiry, and
publication of itsfindings to restore people’s confidence, Govt owes
it to the 26 victims of the massacre, and to Kashmir, which needs to
return tonormalcy.

Warmer Planet Makes
Social Mobility Harder

Student scores, labour productivity dip with rising temp

on days when temperature exceeded
32.2°C. This is a small penalty for
someone whousually scores 85%, but
a setback for a child who passes
with low marks. Park savs “average”
students are 10% less likely to passon
a hot day than on a cool day.

Now, poorer students—children of
those poor labourers - typically are at
a disadvantage because their homes
are crowded, noisy, lack ventilation,
and get hot and stuffy So, passing
exams with good marks, and getting
into good colleges with scholarships,

v the end of this century, sea

levels will be a foot higher

than in 2000. The average

person is 31 years old today,
and given that global life expectancy
is 73.5 vears, thev may be dead by 2068.
S0, why should we worry? Didn't
Keynes say, “The long run is a mislea-
ding guide to current affairs™?

But climate change is affecting us
now. It has a bearing on your mood,
yvour income, your children’s grades.
University of Pennsylvania economist
R Jisung Park drives home these

points in his book - 5 bhecomes almost
Slow Burn. Take dﬁ ld impossible.  Heat,
income first. It's an mln e indirectly, stalls up-
acknowledged fact ward mobility.

SHORT TAKES ON BIG IDEAS

Generally spea-
king - leaving out

that income inequa-
lity is rising. The

wl !

rich - wholive, travel exceptions like
and work in air con- Singapore and UAE
ditioned spaces — are - “hot” countries

have 8% lower per
capita income for
every 1°C rise in
average temperature,
Park says. Even
within US, hotter
municipalities tend
to be poorer. That’s
important for us
because places like
Mumbai will have
100 extra days of
mean temperature
over 32.2°C by 2060,
relative to the pre-industrial age.

Beyvond income and education,
heat makes us more error-prone, Data
from 150,000 tennis matches shows
plavers were 7% more likely to double-
fault on hotter days. Analysis of 500
helicopter crashes showed a strong
correlation between temperature
and human error. And a British navy
experiment in the 1950s revealed that
errors inreading Morse code jumped
from 11-12 per hour in the 29.4-32.2°C
temperature range to 95 per hour at
40.5°C. Oh, and people start honking
sooner at traffic lights on hotter
days, and rates of rape and murder
inch up with heat too. A warming
planet clearly isn't a good place for
vour average Joe, and Jane,

getting richer, but
the poor have stagna-
ted in a hot and swea-
ty place. A study by
University of Chicago
economists  found
that worker produc-
tivity in India decli-
ned 2-4% for every
degree Celsius rise
in temperature above
the comfortable level.
If the "mean tempe-
rature” at the work-
place crossed 25°C — which could
mean day temperature of 30°C and
night temperature of 20°C - output
fell 32%, or almost a third.

Now, people who make bricks.
weave cloth, ete, get paid per piece of
product made, so while they suffer in
the heat, their daily earnings drop.
That's not fair, but they can't stop
working because they aren’t qualified
for white-collar work, Their children
could break out with good education,
but as Park shows with data, heat is
making this harder.

When researchers correlated
4.6mm exam results of students in
New York City schools with the tem-
perature on exam day, they found that
student performance fell by 3-4 points

RELIGION DIVIDES 585

Only a kinetic response from India will
raise the cost of backing terrorism

Ajay Bisaria

A lush meadow in
Pahalgam was soaked
in innocent blood this
week, marking the most
painful terrorist blow
to India since 2008. As
investigators confirmed Pak role in the
massacre, 22/4 became another grim
reminder that its western neighbour
remains India's primary adversary
Strategic neglect isnot an option.

Pahalgam (2025) has joined a dismal
calendar of 21st century tragedies -
Chattisinghpura (2000), the Parliament
attack (2001), Kaluchak (2002), Mumbai
(2008), Uri (2016), and Pulwama (2019) -
each a shocking act of violence, designed
to provoke and destabilise.

India’s punitive strikes in 2016 and

2019 did establish a new paradigm,
Coupled with the revocation of Jammu
& Kashmir's special status in 2019, the
expectation was that India had set up
credible deterrence against cross-border
terror, triggering a peace dividend that
would allow a political process to heal
Kashmir. That fragile peace did hold -
for a while. But Pahalgam 2025 now
raises a sobering question: Has the
deterrence eroded, or were deeper
structural shifts at play?

Anew risk matrix | Sowhatchanged? The
world. And more importantly, Pakistan.

Several factors have altered the
strategic balance in the region, Jammu
& Kashmir has been more fully integra-
ted Into
India. with
political pro-
cesses nudging it
toward normalcy Elec-
tions have been held. Tourism has
flourished. And yet, the geopolitical
environment surrounding India has
grown more perilous.

To the north, China's 2020 incursion
into Ladakh marked a significant escala-
tion, though recent disengagement offers
a glimmer of relief Elsewhere, global
conflicts between neighbours — from
Gazato Ukraine— have altered threat per-
ceptions and consumed international
attention. A disruptive White House has
left traditional security assumptions in
flux. All this enters Pakistan's calculus.

Most crucially changes within
Pakistan have increased its hostility to
India. General Asim Munir, under
whose watch as ISI chief the Pulwama
attack occurred, took over as army chief
in 2022, to preside over a dysfunctional
nation. An economy in meltdown, an
incarcerated popular leader, and public
hatred of the military establishment
have produced a volatile brew.

For many Pakistan-watchers, amove
on Kashmir was expected from the ‘hard
state’ that Munir recently promised to
build - and was prefigured in his rhetoric
about India’s role in Balochistan and
Kashmirbeing Pakistan's ‘jugular vein’',
As in the past, a face-off with India suits

a disliked general keen to distract from
domestic woes by wrapping himself in
patriotism and as a defender of Pakis-
tan's ideological frontiers.

Pulwama playbook, revisited | The Pahal-
gam massacre coincided with a high-
level US visit to India, a traditional terro-
rist ploy to ‘internationalise’ Kashmir,
Also, Modi was in Saudi Arabia during
the Pahalgam attack, while the Pulwama
attack in 2019 unfolded during a visit by
the Saudi Crown Prince to Pakistan.
India’s initial response has been
measured but resolute. A meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Security — four
of whose members also steered the 2019
response — approved a suite of actions,
including keeping in abevance the
64-vear-old Indus Waters Treaty, scaling

down diplomatic missions, closing
the Attari-Wagah border, and
halting visas.

Yet, the LoC ceasefire was
not formally revoked, even
though it is likely to fray And
the Kartarpur corridor for pil-
grims was not shut. This signals
a calibrated strategyv - assertive
but not reckless.

Pakistan responded with
predictable aggression: closing
airspace to Indian aircraft, and
threatening to abandon past
treaties, including the Simla
Agreement. The diplomatic
moves are important, But non-
Kinetic actions will not restore
deterrence.

Time to go kinetic | India must
now contemplate afuller response
that escalates the cost of aggres-
sion for Pak army A Kinetic operation -
more precise, swift and deliberate than
even Balakof - may be necessary fo
target the infrastructure and handlers
behind Pahalgam. Risks of escalation
will be high but can be mitigated with
gaming the Pakistan response.

Diplomatically, New Delhi will rally
international support to pressure
Pakistan's military establishment. Tar-
geted sanctions against military officials,
public exposure of the ISI-terror nexus,
and coordination with global partners
could enhance the strategic impact.
Modi’s decision to articulate India’s
position in English was not accidental:
it was a signal to the global community
that India will act within the bounds of
legitimacy but with resolve.

-y Simultane-
z "';f? ously India's
.7 message must

reach  Pakistan's
military leadership
clearly, on the cost
of escalation and the
benefits of dismantling the terror infra.
This quiet diplomacy, often under-
estimated, remains essential.

Securing the home front | Bevond exter-
nal responses, India needs to bolster
domestic security, strengthening Kash-
mir's counterterrorism and counter-
infiltration grids. The aim is not just
deterrence — but reassurance. Tourists
and residents alike must feel safe. An
expanded security footprint may be
unavoidable in the short term.

Successful elections in Jammu &
Kashmir were a milestone in restoring
democratic legitimacy. That momentum
must continue, For any peace process to
endure, it must be built on both security
and inclusion.

The horror of Pahalgam is a brutal
reminder that Pakistan's internal crises
can spill across its borders. Deterrence
must be re-established - not merely
through retaliation, but by shaping the
calculus of those who believe viclence
in Kashmir vields rewards.

The writer served as India’s high
commissioner to Pakistan

FAITH DOESN'T

Why Pak Army Must What Pope Could’ve
Now Feel The Heat  Taught Gen Munir

THE TIMES OF INDIA
SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2025

To function as a nation-state, Pakistan
need not inject hate into Islam

Dipankar Gupta

Pope Francis will be
buried today but his
footprint in history will
stay forever. In fact,
Pakistan’s army chief
should pay heed to
Pope’'s message and delete, delete, delete,
his Muslims-are-not-Hindus hate mes-
sage, Of course, Muslims aren’'t Hindus,
nor are they Jews, Christians, or Budd-
hists or, whatever, Shias aren’t Sunnis
either. Yet, as Pope Francis reminded us,
we are “one” across religions.

In saying this, Pope fast forwarded
the Catholics into the 21st century by
holding firm to Jesus's core message.
General Asim Munir should get his
doctrine right or Pakistan will never
come out of its cycles of fundamentalist
backwardness which hasalready
had a devastating impact
on its economy. General
Munir probably does
not have it within him
to improve, but this is
where Pakistan's reli-
gious establishment
can help.

Pope Francis stoo-
ped to literally kiss the
feetof the poor, and even
ordained a Palestinian
bishop to signal his outrage
at the killings in Israel. As he
course-corrected the faith from within,
his voice was listened to. He was not an
outsider, but epitomised the charisma of
the true disciple. Pakistan needs a leader
of that kind from within the Islamic
faith whose unimpeachable religious
devotion will make the message boom
aAcross mosques in the country.

some examples from India might
help us in this. In1946, Gandhistumbled
in Noakhali as he went to the wrong
address. He wanted to bring sanity to
Muslim mobs but failed. Acharva
Kripalani felt this was because Gandhi
was an outsider; had a Muslim charis-
matic arrived instead, the same message
would have clicked. Sadly, as Gopal
Gandhi recently wrote, no such person
came. Though the killings abated,

“unfamiliar customs”.

Like Pope Francis, India too has
known many charismatic devotees who
elevated their faith from within and,
as a consequence, made our country
prosper. Vivekanand, Gandhi, Baba
Kharak Singh, Maulana Azad, to name
a few, immediately come to mind. All of
them revived the core of what they
held sacred and, as a corollary, stirred
secularism too.

Vivekanand, though a devout Hindu,
found untouchability to be a curse and so
also the hostility between faiths. Gandhi,
as we know, lived like an ascetic and took
on the sufferings of others as if he was
carrying a cross of his own. He too oppo-
sed untouchability, women's subjugation
and complex, butempty rituals.

Whether it was Shankaracharvya’s

Advait Vedanta that Vivekanand
preached, or Prophet's words
that inspired Maulana
Azad, or Guru Nanak’s
shabads that enthused
Baba Kharak Singh, or
Pope Francis’'s efforts
to walk the talk of the
Gospel, we find in
.l each the doctrine that
“we are one”. While
' this appears like a
trite throwaway phrase
when uttered by others,
they strike deep when said
by a charismatic disciple; one
who is from among us. Pakistan is
sorely in need of this.

Vivekanandand Gandhiwereableto
influence Hindus and hand-hold their
advance. Baba Kharak Singh made
Sikhs examine their prejudices against
women and the lower caste mazhabis.
He reformed gurdwara practice, freed
the Golden Temple from corrupt
mahants and even persuaded many of
hisfollowerstojoin the secular national
movement that was against the two
nation hate theory Pakistan's army
chief is advocating.

Likewise, Maulana Azad was a recog-
nised Islamic scholar as he was trained
in Cairo's famous Al-Azhar University
S0 when he opposed ulemas and urged

Muslims to use reason, his

W

Noakhali stayed combustible, ready to co-religionists paid attention.
7

explode once again.

(zandhi left Noakhali upset. His f'
nextstop was Bihar where Hindus ;
were Killing Muslims; the
tables had turned. Here his
exhortation to Hindus
to abjure violence
and experience the
wonder of inter-
faith amity resona-
ted. Mobs quietened,
listened, some even
wept. Gandhi succeeded ’

for he was a healer from \ =

within the Hindu faith,

a charismatic disciple

preaching unity as the

core feature of his .

religion. 1'.
When Pope Francis

critigued the Catholic |\

orthodoxy for exclu-

ding gays and peopleof

other denominations,

he was heard across

the world for he spoke

from within the folds

of the Church. His

lastsermon, delivered,

fittingly on Easter

Sunday and from the

Vatican, no less, will

perhaps remain the

most guoted passages

ever delivered by a

Pope. In that

he urged his B
flock to “trust” N A
people  “from T -
different lands” fj' '
who follow s

Calvin & Hobbes
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This also gave life to his secular
views on women's education
and the national movement.
As an aside, Azad issued early
warnings of his tempera-
ment when he opposed
his father's nashgbandi
sufiallegiance.
Strange as it may
seem, it is because of
these charismatic
disciplesof religion
that oursecular lives
have been strengthened.
We often plug into them
torecharge our batteries
too.  Without their
agency, it would have
been difficult to overco-
me religious orthodoxy
and all that goes with it.
Whenreligions arerefor-
med from within, the com-
munity’'s prospects surge
upward. It learns to be reli-
aions in the right way and in
the right proportions. This is
I what the Pakistan general
). needs to know. If he does not
1 like leaders from India, let
him learn from Pope Francis.
Tothink that without inser-
ting hate in Islam, Pakistan
will be run over by India is to
think like Napoleon who said:
“Religion isa must. Other-

T 0 wise the poor
e . would murder
et/ the rich.”
5 & 4 The writer is
= _‘.f i sociologist

Sacredspace

) You may
encounter many
defeats, but vou
must not be
defeated. In fact,
it may be
necessary to encounter defeats,

s0 vou can know who vou are,

what you can rise front, how vou
can still come out of it.

Maya Angelou

Basavanna’s Bhakti: A Vision Of Love, Equality

KV Raghupathi

ven though Basavawasan
E impassioned reformer over 800

vears ago, his religious and social
thought still has a profound impact on
us. He condemned blind beliefs, super-
stitious rituals, sectarian practices, and
dogmaticrigidities that afflicted Indian
culture during hislifetime. Basavanna's
bhakti philosophy emphasised direct,
personal devotion to Shiv, rejecting
external rituals and caste distinctions,
and promoting a more egalitarian
society. He urged Self-cultivation over
traditional temple worship.

There are a thousand of his vacanas-
repository of his spiritual journey's
documented experiences—thatactasa
living guide for those seeking devotion.
Asafervent supporterof bhakti, he
established the Sat-Sthala system - each
sthala is astage in spiritual evolution -
which consists of samarasa, union of
soul with God; bhakti inaikya, devotion

in unity; naisthika-bhakti in mahesha-
sthala, steadfast devotion; avadhana
bhakti in prasadi. that is, vigilant, alert
and mindful devotion; anubhav bhaltiin
pranalingi, direct experience of the
Supreme; bhakti in sarana, anand, bliss
in surrender. Thus, bhakti keeps on
evolving and assumes a cosmic depth
in his philosophical system facili-
tating union with the Divine.
Vatsalva, filial devotion;
madhurya, spousal love; oy
sakhya, friendship; dasya,
service; and shanti, peace-
ful relationships, are the
five modes that are engrai-

these ashtavarnas as important
representationsof inner purityand
unbreakable armour for his protection.
Basavanna’s trividha-dasoha, triple
worship, is the epitome of bhakti philo-
sophy, a perfect example of the synthesis
of bhakti, jnan, and karm. It begins
with dvaita, duality and progresses
to the final fulfilment in advaita,
nonduality, where worship,
worshipper, and the worship-
sens Pedintegrateintoone.
Basava bhaktiisnotan
intellectually spun-out
systemof thought; norisit

THE SPEAKING TREE dry asscholastics philo-

ned in his bhakti which
includes worshipping Linga, symbol;
vearning torealise aruhu, Divine Cons-
ciousness. The bhakt ascends the six
steps withtheaid of eightastavarnas—
guruy; linga; Jangama, living embodi-
ment; prasad; padudaka, water from the
feet: vibhuti: rudrakshi; mantra—on the
Satsthala path. The bhaktaembraces

sophy. It hasadistinct and
anadmirable feature of the gospel of
Divine Love which embraces both
thought and action. He strikes a balance
between pravrtti, participation in
worldly activity, and nivrtti, withdrawal
from all activity It is a perfect balance
between outer and inner life,

A revolutionary saint, Basava remai-

ned actively engaged with the world,
accepting and respecting if. For him.,
renunciation did not entail giving up life
and adopting an ascetic lifestyle. He
accepted the world and achieved perfec-
tion. For him, this mortal life is holy and
worthwhile, One must live here and live
well, and at the same time attain spirit
which is beyvond mortal life. He did not
believe in tall stories and hair-splitting
speculation and subscribed to the view
that woman, gold, and land were the lures
of maya. According to him, restraining
sense should be effortless; suppression
and self-mortification are useless.

His Anubhava Mantapa, socio-
religious academy, threw open its doors
for the poor, marginalised communities,
and women allowing them to pursue
their spiritual goals, He supported
women saintssuch as Akkamahadevi,
Akkanagamma, Neelambike,
Gangambike, Lakkamma, Lingamma,
and Mahadevamma, who experienced
elevated spiritual attainments.,
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Beyond visits

Fix what failed in Pahalgam

HEvisit of Army Chief Gen Upendra Dwivedi

to Kashmir on Friday in the aftermath of the

Pahalgam terror attack — which left 26 per-

sons dead — 1s.a symbolic assertionof military

resolve. Yet, for a region that has endured
decades of tragedy, symbolism must now vield to account-
ability The brazenness of this attack, carried out ina zone
long considered relatively safe and with no prior intelli-
gence alerts, has reignited public outrage and shaken
faith in the system’s preparedness. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's swift mtervention —cutting short his
foreign visit to respond to the crisis — and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's hospital visit to meet the injured
underscare the gravity of the moment. But, optics, how-
ever sincere, cannot substitute for systemic reform. J&EK
Lt Governor Managj Sinha's call to“hunt down every per-
petrator” only satisfies a short-termneed for reassurance.

The questions in everybody's minds are pointed:
Why were there no troops in a region of vulnerability?
What were the intelligence agencies doing? And how did
terrorists so easily penetrate the security apparatus?
These gueries demand transparent answers — not just
public statements but a plugging of the holes exposed by
this attadk. AsGeneral Dwivedireviews operational coor-
dination among the security forces, what Kashmiris —
and the nation — seek is more than just a reactive tight-
ening of protocols. The cnisis must prompt a reimagining
of intelligence-sharing mechanisms, faster response
frameworks and owmership of security outcomes.

In Kashmir, the stakes are always high — militarily,
emotionally and politically. For those who lost loved
ones in Pahalgam, national resolve means little unless
it translates into real change, Boots on the ground must
now be matched by a willingness to confront uncom-
fortable truths —and correct them.

Leave Neerajalone

It's shameful to doubt the icon’s patriotism

HERE 1s justifiable anger among people

across the country overthe Pahalgam killings.

The appaling assault on unsuspecting

tourists has scamred the very soul of the nation,

Anythingor anyone connected with Pakistan,
even remotely, 1s being viewed with hatred as well as sus-
pidon. But it is highly unfortunate that India’s sporting
icon Neerg) Chopra has been sucked into this vicious
maelstrom. The lone Indian to have won an Glympic gold
medalinathleticsisbeing brutally trolled for having invit-
ed fellow javelin thrower, Pakistan's Arshad Nadeem, to
an event scheduled to be held in Bengaluru next month.
It's painful for Neeraj to see his and his family's integri-
ty being questioned in abusive social media posts.

The Olympic champion has made it dear that nvites
for the inaugural NC (Neeraj Chopra) Classic were sent
out on Monday, a day before the terrar attack. However,
misinformation and false narratives are being spread
maliciously by trolls, who are doubting his patriotism.
Neeraj enjoys a healthy rivalry with Nadeem, who had
outshone him to clinch the gold at the Paris Olympiecs
last year But he has clarified that the recent invitation
was “from one athlete to another — nothing more, noth-
ing less”. It's a new low that Neeraj] has been provoked
mtostating the obvious— that his country and its inter-
ests will always come first for him.

What's even worse, the great sportsperson’s moth-
er is being targeted for her emotional statement after
the Paris Games that Arshadwas like her son; her noble
gesture had been reciprocated by the Pakistani ath-
lete's mother, who had said that the two competitors
were like brothers. It was hoped that this heartwarming
display of cross-border amity would inspire both
nations to rise above their long-festering differences
and reach out to each other But the Pahalgam massacre
has rudely dashed that hope. However, hurling abuse at
Neera), who has done the nation proud time and again,
i5 a sign of sheer ingratitude and shamefulness.

ON THIS DAY...50 YEARS AGO

ChHe Tribune.
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Asian alliance
Philippines President Ferdinand Mareos is not the first Asian
keader to propose an Asian alliance on the lines of the Eumopean
Eoonomice Community for ntegmated regional economic planning
and development. Ideas in this regard have often been floated and
they still remain on paper. The President suggested the formation
of an “organisation of Asian unity” {or an organisation of Asian
States)while opening the eighth annual Asian Development Bank
Govemors' conference in Manila. He said such an organisation
could act as a guarantee that “no one shall develop at the expense
of another, and that the endowments of some shall benefit not just
afew, but all”. He added: “It shall provide that measure of security
not ondy 1n political but in economic terms as well for which all of
Asiahas veamed for so long.” These are lsudable sentiments which
unfortunately are far detached from the esasting political realityin
the region. Asia is not Europe, where regional cooperation has
developed for political secunty or economice reasons. A sense of
Asianness wasof course manifested atthe Asian Conference in Del-
hi in 1947 and at other times, Nevertheless, ‘One Asia’ has been
nothing but a utopkin concept because of ethnic, political, ideolog-
weal and religious reasons. Th say this is not o decry the basis sound-
ness of Mamos' suggestion. Indeed, a beginning can be made in
that direction. The fime s opportune. The Amencans are winding
up their controversial role in Indo-China. Asian nations can prof-
itably learn to hd p themsebves instead of looking to one big power
arthe other This is a region where nationalism s still a stron g fomee,
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The messages from Baisaran

Kashmiris are telling Pakistanis to not just mind their business, but to back off

THE GREAT GAME

JYOTI MALHOTRA

HE drumraoll of

death at Pahalgam,
the staccato rolleall
of people from
small-town India
who fell to the bullets of terror-
ists this week 1s enough to send
shivers down the spine of the
worst cynie. Shivamogga. Panv-
el Visakhapatnam. Nellore.
Thane, Karnal Hyderabad.
Bhavnagar Tajang wvillage in
Liower Subansiri. Kezhikode.

From EKashmir to Kanyaku-
mari, we are told from the day we
are born, India is one. If the 2008
Mumbai attacks were intended
tobring India’s financial centre,
and therefore India, toits knees,
the message from the perpetra-
tors at Baisaran is simple.

Don't try and normalise Mus-
lim-majority Kashmir, it's the
heart of the two-nation theory,
valid at the Partition and still
applicable today., Hindus and
Muslims are different and must
live separately.

Sodon't for one moment think
that Kannadigas and Malayalis
and  Maharashtrians and
(ujaratis and Haryanvis canrun
around the meadows of Kashmir
and pretend they are in Switzer-
land — admittedly, this is far
prettier than Switzerland — just
because the Modi government
has trashed Article 370 into the
dustbin of history and sought to
reframe its present.

But if vou think about it, the
message from Baisaran is really
quite different. The manner m
which Kashmiris have risen up
to condemn this awful massacre,
from Omar Abdullah to the fam-
ily of pony-rider Syed Adil Hus-
gain Shah — who wrenched the
gun from the hands of a terrorist
who then turned it upon the poor

MNOT IN MY NAME: Kashmiris have participated in protests and vigils against the Pahalgam massacre. REUTERS

daily-wager — thereby sending
the unequivocal message, that
they would any day of the week
seek  peace over those pre-
tenders pushing the cause of
separateness.

Eor the first time in 35 years
gsince the exndus of the Kash-
miri Pandits and all those yvears
of insurgency that followed,
when cries of “azaad:!” rang
across the Muslim-majority val-
lev, Kashmir's Muslims are
once apgain spitting upon the
debriz of the so-called “two-
nation theory.”

They did it first in 1947,
angering the newly independ-
ent Pakistan, who sent the
Raiders in. They did it in 1999,
tipping off the Indian Army
about intruders at Kargl. They
are at it again today.

The truth s that the wery
rude revocation of Article 370
n 2019, that spelt long periods
of incarceration for many as
well as the vulgar violation of
their constitutionallyv-guaran-
teed rights, has given ordinary
Kashmiris just a little breath-
g space. At last, mothers and

Perhaps the one jewel
afloatin the darkness
ofour times is the
fact that the Kartarpur
Sahib corridor
is still open.

children can experience the
ordinary but precious freedom
of sitting openly 1n parks and
discuss the day's events. Kids
are going to school again — and
the walls of the school are so
low you can see them playing
football inside. Women in full,
black hijab sit and share ice-
cream with male friends on the
banks of the Jhelum in Srina-
gar. The rest of Hindustan is
flocking to Amir EKhusrau's
Jonnat — as many as two crore

tourists last vear

For the moment, the debates
about self-respect and autono-
my and the often-fraught rela-
tionship between Srinagar and
Jammu and Delhi must be
pushed to the back of the mind.
Those debates are very much
alrre and won't be forgotten —
led by the fact that J&K has still
not been given its statehood
seven months after a hupgely
peaceful election.

For the moment, though, as
they mourn with the rest of the
country, Kashmiris are telling
Pakistanis to not just mind their
busmess, but to back off and
leave them alone,

Notice, too. the reaction with-
in Pakistan. Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister Ishag
Dar has been fielded in the for-
eipgn media to defend India’s
charge that the terrorists are
Pakistani. He endshisdenial by
saving that the real 1s5ue 15 that
the “Kashmir question” 15 an
mternational one and must be
resolved in accordance with the
1949 UN resolutions.

Perhaps Dar didn't notice that

the Kashmins resolved the ques-
tion for him eadier this week, by
participating 1n protests and vig-
s aganst the Pahalgam mas-
sacre which began and ended
with “Not m my name."”

The Pakistam media 15 also
reporting that this 15 a “false
flag operation,” meaning, the
Indians did it to themselves to
distract from the Modi govern-
ment’'s problems at home. One
wonders how the Mumbai
attacks would have played out
if Aymal Kasab had not been
caught. In any case, there's
been no movement on bring-
ing the Mumbai guilty to jus-
tice. It's been 17 wvears but
those masterminds still roam
free in Pakistan,

otill, a new chapter of the
great game 15 already unfold-
ing. As India and the US come
closer together, it 1s worthwhile
to note that Befjing has still not
condemned the Pahalgam
attack, except for a tweet by the
Chinese ambassador to India.
Clearly, the Chinese are watch-
ing as the phone lines burn in
different quarters of the globe.
As 1ts stock market crashes,
Pakistani will be hoping the US
can restrain Modi; while Modi
15 likely telling Trump why he
wants to give Pakistan a bloody
nose,

When he will do that, how
much further he will go bevond
the 2019 Balakot strikes and
whether anyone cares to sparea
thought for ordinary people
caught in the trauma of the
world's oldest cross-border tan-
gle — are some of the stories
The Tribune's reporters are
reporting these days,

Some of the most heart-rend-
ing are stories of children from
cross-border marriages — the
wives are Indian nationals, but
the husbands are Pakistani —
how they are caught m a no-
man's land that rivals the ridicu-
lousness of Toba Tek Singh.

Perhaps the one jewel afloatin
the darkness of our times 15 the
fact that the Kartarpur Sahib
corridor that leads to Kartarpur
Sahib is still open — so far
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No cause justifies recourse to terrorism. —Manmohan Singh

Silent epidemic of
screen dependence

ANoOUSHKA RANDEVA

now scroll more than we sleep, and that's not a
\-V-Enetaphur__ it's a grim reality. According to an Ernst
& Young report, Indians spent a mind-numbing 1.1
lakh erore hours on their smartphones last year, Perhaps, the
most alarming part is our lack of awareness about it. T see it
every day on the campus — classmates ghied totheir screens
during lectures, accessing Instagram under the desk and
playing YouTube on loop in the library.

Students walk around with their heads down, eves fixed on
ther phones. Once upon a time, a lowered head signalled
guilt or shame; now, it just means you are scrolling through
reels while walking, The sight s similar in metro trains,
cafés and even at family dinners.

This 1sn't just a personal problem anymore, it's a national
concern. In 2016, ATIMS launched a special psyehiatric OPD
for patients grappling with screen dependence. Today, it 15
taking a more structured approach by establishing India’s
first Centre for Advanced Researchon Addictive Behaviours
(CAR-AB), focused on Internet and technology addiction
among children and adolescents,

A recent survey showed that only 3 per cent of Indians havea
healthy relationship with technology. The World Health Organ-
isation recognised gaming disorder as a mental health condition
in its 2018 revision of the International Classification of Dis-
eases. The term Brain Rot'was named Ondord Word of the Year
2024, highlighting the cognitive impact of excessive screen use.

Globally tragie incidents highlight its seventy. A South Ebrean
couple kst their child while raising a virtual one. In India, online
challenges like ‘Blue Whale' have driven teenagers to suicide,
Evenwithout such extremes, the emotional fallout — amadety, iso-
lation and poor academic performance —is widely documented

Recognising the urgency, governments worldwide have
begun to treat digital addiction as a collective, not merely per-
gsonal, challenge, India, though still evolving its framework,
has begun to respond. The Digital Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023, mandates verifiable parental consent before pro-
cessing children’sd ata. However, fragmented policies are not
enough. India needs a comprehensive digital wellness frame-
work. There could be a uniform minimum age for social
media use, supported by robust age-verification systemns, such
as integration with Aadhaar. Schools should also incorporate
digital wellness education into curricula. More importantly,
tech companies must be part of the solution.

Algarithms are designed totrap attention, but they can also
be designed to protect it. Timed lockouts, screen-time noti-
fications, mental health tools and human-first mnovation
isn't just possible, it's overdue. If screen addiction is the
symptom, conscious use is the cure, because every time we
pick up our phones, we are making a choie,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Powerful message
Refer to ‘Threats to Kashmiris'; an over
dependence on physical deployment of troops
cannot prevent Pahalgam-like attacks. The
real pame-changer lies in strengthenmmg our
human intelligence (HUMINT) network, The
spontaneous and widespread conde mnation
of the Pahalgam attack by the Kashmir pub-
he sends a powerful message. It reflects a
growing alignment of Kashmiris with peace
and democratic values that are not seen in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir This sentiment
must be nurtured. This trapic incident must
become a turning point — one that leads to
better intelligence coordination and stronger
local engagement. Only then can we hope to
truly weaken the forces that seek todivide us.
SAMJAY CHOPRA, MOHALI

Restraint not weakness

Refer to ‘India must prepare for Pak
endgame’; despite India’s repeated efforts
to foster peace, especially after the 1971
war, Pakistan has continued its prosxy wars
and terror campaigns over the decades.
While war is never ideal, endless restraint
must not be misread as weakness, Pakistan
today stands economically erippled, inter-
nally unstable and diplomatically cornered.
This 15 the time to send a clear, powerful
message that sponsoring terrorism in India
will come at an unbearable cost.

K KUMAR, PANCHKULA

Work silently towards the goal
Refer to 'Pahalgam terror: Govt at stratepgic
crossroads’; the Indian government must not
falter while prioritising the sensitive issues
related to national security, It should not
indulge in ingoism, but work silently towards
its goal. War is catastrophic, with consequent
losses, both physical and financial being
enormously high. If we can prevent war,
there's nothing better than that. The carnage
at Pahalgam has happened because of fatlure
of our intelligence agendes and a security
lapse at a eritical tounst place. The loopholes
in the security set-up must be plugged and a
path of planned but measured response must
be followed at different levels. India should
not take drastic steps in a fitof mge.

SUNIL CHOPRA, LUDHIAMA

Terror attack has united parties
The Pahalgam tragedy has united political
parties in Kashmir and at the national lev-
el ton. Though Pakistan has denied its role
in the terror attack, it 1s a diplomatic chal-
lenge for India to prove the Pakistan mili-
tarv's role in sending well-trained terror-
i1sts across the border to kill innocent
people. India must leave no stone unturned
in exposing the Palkistan army's suppaort to
terrorists and ensuring this terror-breeding
country's diplomatic isolation in the inter-
national community. Some global plat-
forms like the IMF and the Financial Action
Task Force should be used by India. India
should explore more options, overt and
covert — economic, diplomatic and military
— like the ones it scouted when militancy
was at its peak decades ago in Kashmir,
MOMNA SINGH, BY MAIL

Loan waiver for Pahalgam locals
The terror attack will affect livelihoods in
Kashmir, with tourism suffering a big loss,
Many locals had taken loans to conduct their
busmnesses, but now there 15 no hope of
income generation in the near future, The
source of their income has dried up. The
pongwalas have been left to fend for them-
selves, Under such eircumstances, it would
be appropriate for banks and government
agencies to waive their loans.

NP5 SOHAL, CHANDIGARH

India should join global forum
With reference to ‘IMF trims forecast”; the
International Monetary Fund's prediction for
India, though modest, highlights a broader shift
in global trmade dynamics. As major economies
recalibrate their trade ties, India must widen its
portfolin-deepen ing engagements notjust with
traditional partners, but also with emerging
markets. Perhaps it is time to reconsider joining
the Regional Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership, which India bypassed in2019. Negoti-
ated on India’s terms, this step could anchor
the country in Asia’s evolving supply chains
while hedging against Western unpredictabili-
ty. With Donald Trump's tariff onslaught hav-
ing effectively sidelined the WTO, bilateralism
hasemerged as the strategic path forwand.
HARSH PAWARIA, ROHTAK
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