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T
he diplomatic actions against Pakistan ta-
ken on Wednesday by India’s Cabinet
Committee on Security in reaction to the

Pahalgam terror attack are a measured set of res-
ponses that indicate a larger escalation could fol-
low. The decisions such as to cancel visas given to
Pakistani nationals, suspend consular opera-
tions, and to close the Attari border Integrated
Check Post (ICP) carry New Delhi’s message that
it does not wish to engage with Pakistan above
the absolute minimum levels required. Some of
these measures had followed previous attacks in-
cluding Pulwama (2019). The decision to put the
Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) in abeyance until Pa-
kistan acts “credibly” against terror groups
means that India will enforce its earlier decision
to suspend all meetings of the Permanent Com-
mission that oversees implementation of the trea-
ty, end site visits by Pakistani water teams to In-
dia and continue with hydropower and desilting
projects along the tributaries — measures to
which Pakistan had raised objections. Pakistan’s
response is an attempt to mirror Indian mea-
sures, without even trying to address the anguish
in India. Nor does it indicate it is willing to track
down the perpetrators, despite the fact that The
Resistance Force (TRF), which claimed responsi-
bility for the attack, is a front for the Pakistan-
based LeT. Islamabad has also cancelled visas,
cut mission strength and has shut down all trade.
Pakistan has threatened to suspend other bilater-
al agreements including the practically defunct
1972 Simla Agreement, which had most notably
converted the cease�re line into the Line of Con-
trol and abjured third party mediation on Kash-
mir. It also suggested that India’s suspension of
the IWT would be seen as an “Act of War” if it
meant water �ows to Pakistan are reduced, and
threatened tit for tat strikes if India conducts mil-
itary operations that harm Pakistani citizens.

All signs indicate the stage is being set for
further escalation in tensions and a possible mil-
itary stando�. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
message from a rally in Bihar is the threat of pun-
ishment “beyond imagination”. New Delhi is
reaching out to countries around the world, Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram Misri is brie�ng foreign
envoys, while senior Ministers have briefed Op-
position leaders on the cross-border links. Given
geopolitical currents, revulsion at such targeting
of innocent tourists, and a broad understanding
of India’s stand on the issue of cross-border terro-
rism, it is unlikely that other countries such as
the U.S. will press New Delhi to restrain its next
steps. The government must continue to take all
stakeholders, especially the Jammu-Kashmir go-
vernment into con�dence. Pakistan could bene�t
from reconsidering its disadvantageous position,
and even now, show that it is willing to work
against terror groups, and avert the impending
escalation.

A gathering storm 
Pakistan must eliminate the terror

groups working on its soil 

T
he U.S. and Iran are currently engaged in
rare high-stakes diplomacy. They have
held two rounds of talks, in Muscat and in

Rome, with Oman as the mediator, about Teh-
ran’s nuclear programme. A third technical
round has been con�rmed for the coming days.
However, tensions still remain high between the
Trump administration and the Islamic Republic.
It was Donald Trump, during his �rst term, who
sabotaged a functioning multilateral agreement
that had signi�cantly curtailed Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme. Ever since, Iran has accelerated its nu-
clear activities. While it has not yet decided to
build a nuclear bomb, most assessments agree
that it has the capability to do so within weeks. At
the same time, Iran’s regional in�uence stands di-
minished as a result of Israel’s attacks on its so-
called axis of resistance and other regional shifts
such as the fall of Syria’s Assad regime. Israel is
pressing for an attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities,
but Mr. Trump, according to American reports,
has vetoed those plans, for now.

Mr. Trump has adopted a classic carrot-and-
stick approach. He said he wanted a deal with
Iran but with a warning that if talks failed, there
would be bombing. He has also launched a mas-
sive aerial campaign against Yemen’s Iran-aligned
Houthis. In addition, the U.S. has ramped up its
military presence in West Asia besides moving
B-2 bombers to the Indian Ocean region — all
aimed at signalling to Iran that U.S. threats should
be taken seriously. But despite the combined mil-
itary might of the U.S. and Israel, any attack on
Iran would be catastrophic for regional security
and global economy. Iran’s nuclear facilities are
scattered and underground, making them ex-
tremely di�cult to destroy. It was precisely be-
cause there was no viable military solution to the
Iran nuclear issue that world powers chose the
path of diplomacy in 2015, a path Mr. Trump had
abandoned in 2018 for no good reason. Neverthe-
less, despite the challenges and geopolitical pres-
sure, the recent initiation of talks by Mr. Trump
and Iran opens a rare window of opportunity to
resolve the issue once and for all. For diplomacy
to succeed, the U.S. should act as a responsible
global power that is committed to preventing
weaponisation of Iran’s nuclear programme,
rather than as a partisan patron seeking to des-
troy Iran on Israel’s behalf. Iran, for its part, has
signalled that it was open to scaling back its nu-
clear activities in exchange for the removal of
sanctions and threats. The 2015 agreement,
which limited Iran’s enrichment capabilities and
uranium stockpile, could serve as a reference
point for a deal if talks progress constructively.

Carrot and stick 
The 2015 accord must be revived to

prevent Iran going nuclear  

L
ast month, world leaders gathered in
Paris for the Nutrition for Growth (N4G)
Summit. It was also a time for the
United Nations General Assembly

(UNGA) to announce the extension of the United
Nations Decade of Action on Nutrition, from its
original timeframe of 2016-25, to 2030. This
extension seeks to sustain the global momentum
to end all forms of malnutrition and align e�orts
more closely with the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

This could be a turning point in nutrition not
only to accelerate progress but also to shift the
focus beyond food access — to understanding
what people eat, how they eat, and why they eat,
especially when it comes to children. Nutrition is
not just a health concern. It is intricately
connected to education, equity and
environmental sustainability.

So far, global nutrition e�orts have rightly
focused on the �rst 1,000 days of life — from
conception to two years of age — as a critical
window to prevent malnutrition. But we now
know that the next 4,000 days matter just as
much. This includes the period of adolescent
growth spurt — a time of rapid physical,
emotional, and behavioural changes and o�ering
a second window of opportunity to overcome
early childhood de�cits.

Good nutrition during this phase can help
children catch up on growth and set the
foundation for long-term health. But to do that,
we must shift our focus from just feeding children
to teaching them how to eat well.

A side event at the Paris summit — “Learn to
Eat Well: Bio-diverse Diets and Youth as Agents of
Change” — made this point loud and clear. It
signals a global shift in thinking: that food and
nutrition education must begin in schools, go
beyond counting calories, and help children
make choices that are good for themselves and
the planet.

A changing world
Today, children are growing up in a world where
food is everywhere — ordered with a tap,
delivered to the door, and heavily marketed.
Choosing what to eat has become increasingly
complex.

Most children lack the knowledge and the skills

to make healthy choices. Their diets are often
shaped by habits, peer in�uence, or advertising
rather than nutrition or tradition. As a result,
many children skip breakfast, eat too few fruits
and vegetables, and consume too much sugar
and processed food.

Importance of dietary diversity
A key casualty is dietary diversity — eating a
variety of foods to get all the nutrients the body
needs. The UN recently adopted Minimum
Dietary Diversity as a global indicator under
Sustainable Development Goal 2 (End Hunger). It
simply asks: did a child eat at least �ve of 10 food
groups in the last 24 hours?

Sadly, in many places — including both cities
and villages in India — most children do not.
Their diets lack variety, which harms their health
and re�ects deeper problems in our food systems
and education.

Poor diets are linked to malnutrition,
childhood obesity, chronic diseases such as
diabetes, and mental health issues. Research
shows that almost 70% preventable adult diseases
begin with habits formed in childhood —
especially eating habits. This highlights the urgent
need to start early, and schools are the best place
to build healthy habits.

Yet, food and nutrition education is missing in
most classrooms or is out-dated and not linked to
real life. The absence of a proper curriculum and
age-appropriate learning resources make it even
harder to teach children how to eat well.
Teachers often lack the training and the tools to
teach it well. Without structured guidance,
schools struggle to deliver meaningful food and
nutrition education.

This is why we need a structured and
age-appropriate curriculum that goes beyond
food groups and includes lifestyle habits and
environmental awareness. It should start early —
at the preschool level — and grow with the child
until at least the middle stage, helping them
connect the dots between food, health, identity,
and sustainability.

Such a curriculum could cover everything
from how the human body works and the
importance of diverse foods in our diets, to how
food systems impact the environment. A central
part of this must be promoting bio-diverse diets —

ones that include a variety of local, seasonal, and
culturally familiar foods. These diets provide
better nutrition, support local farmers, reduce
environmental impact, and preserve traditional
food knowledge.

It must be a part of school life
Teaching children to eat well should not be
limited to one-o� awareness sessions or
occasional activities. It needs to be woven into
school life. This means having weekly lessons
with age-appropriate, well-designed learning
materials, supported by healthier school
canteens, kitchen gardens, simple cooking
sessions, and student-led campaigns. These
real-life experiences help children build lasting
knowledge, habits, and values around food,
health, and well-being.

Around the world, schools are already showing
what is possible — students growing vegetables,
cooking simple meals, reading food labels, and
learning how their food choices a�ect their
health and the planet.

In India, the National Education Policy and the
School Health and Wellness Programme have
created room for such integrated learning. But we
need a clearer structure, comprehensive
curriculum, at least one dedicated weekly session
all through the academic year, appropriate
learning resources, and properly trained
teachers.

Children must be seen not only as learners but
also as key in�uencers. With the right knowledge
and tools, they can in�uence their families,
friends, and even their communities — whether
by asking for better school meals, reducing food
waste, or spreading awareness about healthy
eating. In the end, learning to eat well is not just
about food. It is about helping children to care for
their health, understand their culture, respect the
planet, and grow into thoughtful, responsible
citizens. In a world facing the dual burdens of
under-nutrition and overconsumption, climate
change and cultural loss, food literacy is no
longer a luxury — it is essential.

If we want to raise a generation that is
healthier, more compassionate, and better
prepared for the future, we must start by making
learning to eat well a part of every child’s
education — starting today.

Teaching children to eat well must begin in school 

Pawan Agarwal

is Founder-CEO, Food
Future Foundation
and former CEO, Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI)

Food literacy is
no longer a
luxury; the
focus must shift
from just
feeding
children to
teaching them
how to eat well

I
n the face of global trade tari�s and stock
market volatility, India shines as a resilient
economy. Leveraging its demographic

advantages and technological capabilities, India
can turn challenges into opportunities,
positioning itself as a global ‘Creative
Powerhouse.’ With a rich storytelling tradition,
India’s Media & Entertainment (M&E) sector aims
to ‘Connect Creators’ worldwide through the
‘Create in India, Create for the World’ vision.

Making a mark, globally
India is home to a burgeoning population of
young creators across various �elds such as �lm,
music, art, and technology. Notably, Namit
Malhotra’s DNEG, the visual e�ects and
animation studio demonstrated ground-breaking
VFX in the Oscar-winning success of Dune 2. This
marked India’s seventh Oscar victory,
highlighting India’s growing in�uence in the
global entertainment industry. The evolution
from traditional �lm-making to digital production
showcases the country’s capability in creating
world-class content.

WAVES Xcelerator (WAVEX), part of the
Government of India’s World Audio-Visual
Entertainment Summit (WAVES) 2025, aims to
connect young creators with industry leaders and
foster startup growth. 

Scheduled for May 2025 in Mumbai, WAVES
seeks to enhance India’s M&E startup ecosystem
by providing mentorship, funding, and global
opportunities. The sector is projected to grow
from ₹2,422 billion in 2023 to ₹3,067 billion by
2027, encompassing innovative �elds such as
gaming, Arti�cial Intelligence (AI), and the
metaverse.

Despite challenges in gaining recognition,
WAVES o�ers a platform for emerging startups to
showcase their work to global investors. The
initiative also includes women-led startups such
as Lapwing Studios and Vygr Media, fostering
inclusivity within the M&E ecosystem.

WAVES is committed to creating a dynamic
and competitive startup environment, serving as

a launchpad for international success. WAVEX
will directly address barriers to capital,
mentorship, and global exposure, o�ering not
only �nancial support but also a structured
ecosystem for growth. Having started Biocon with
just ₹10,000 and a vision, I understand the
signi�cance of such catalytic platforms.

As a supporter of the arts through initiatives
such as the Museum of Art and Photography
(MAP) and Science Gallery Bengaluru, I believe
that a nation’s culture is rooted in both its arts
and sciences. Both arts and science are rooted in
creativity; scientists experiment in labs just as
artists do on canvas. 

India, which thrives on the synergy of its
demographic advantage, technological
capabilities, and rich cultural heritage, is a
�ourishing hub of creativity. This fusion is not
merely philosophical in India; it is practical,
shaping industries and driving innovation within
the M&E sector.

With a storytelling tradition that spans
centuries, India is uniquely positioned to emerge
as a global creative powerhouse. From classical
dance to cinema, and from comics to immersive
technology, we are entering an exciting era where
creativity intersects with cutting-edge innovation.
The vision of ‘Create in India, Create for the
World’ encapsulates this ambition perfectly.

A catalyst for creative startups
WAVES exempli�es the beautiful convergence of
technology and storytelling. WAVEX is poised to
tap into this by supporting startups in innovative
areas such as animation, AI, Augmented
Reality/Virtual Reality (AR/VR), gaming, and the
metaverse.

With more than 4,500 sellers and over 5,900
buyers registered for the WAVES Bazaar, the
initiative promises to connect Indian startups
with global players, accelerating India’s ascent as
a leader in the global M&E landscape.

WAVES also champions innovation beyond
traditional media. Companies such as Erucanavis
Technologies are pioneering AI-driven playable

ads, while Amaze Studios and Offline Human
Studios are rede�ning storytelling through
animation and VR. Ed-tech ventures such as
InscapeXR and Vision Impact are transforming
learning with immersive media. Together, these
startups highlight the vast potential and global
relevance of India’s creative ecosystem.

A vision for the future
India has long been celebrated for its rich cultural
heritage and enduring legacy of creativity.

This creative energy �nds its most vibrant
expression in our youth, who are the creators of
today and the visionaries of tomorrow. Across
�lm, music, animation, gaming, and digital
media, young Indian creators are pushing
boundaries and rede�ning genres.

The Indian government’s commitment to
nurturing this potential is evident in its support
for initiatives such as WAVES, which is designed
to foster a dynamic, innovative, and globally
competitive startup ecosystem in the Media and
Entertainment sector. 

Today, through WAVES, we are not only
investing in startups, but we are also investing in
storytelling, in self-expression, and in the creative
economy that will de�ne the future. Whether it is
in a biotech lab or a digital studio, creativity is the
currency that will shape tomorrow’s industries
and identities.

WAVES 2025 is more than a celebration of
India’s M&E industry; it is a launchpad for the
next generation of creators and entrepreneurs
poised to transform how the world consumes
entertainment, education, and culture.

As an advisory board member of WAVES, I am
proud to be part of this transformative journey.
The impact of this initiative will go far beyond
studios and boardrooms, echoing in every story
told, every startup scaled, and every innovation
that challenges convention.

India’s moment to lead a global creative
revolution is here. Let us ‘Create in India, Create
for the World’ and show the world the boundless
power of our imagination.

A chance for India’s creative ecosystem to make waves 

Kiran
Mazumdar-Shaw 

is Chairperson,
Biocon Group

The World
Audio-Visual
Entertainment
Summit
(WAVES) 2025
will be a
launchpad for
the next
generation of
creators and
entrepreneurs

Now, action

All the steps taken by India
in its anger to punish
Pakistan could turn out to
be double-edged swords.
India cannot take back the
areas under the occupation
of Pakistan (PoK) without
unleashing a war which
could end up with
catastrophic consequences
given that both nations
possess nuclear weapons.
‘Annulling’ the Indus Waters
Treaty unilaterally is legally
complex and might have
significant risks for India’s
international standing and
also ensuring regional
stability. Completely
stopping the natural flow of
rivers into Pakistan is also
not immediately feasible.

The crux of the problem is
identifying and locating the
perpetrators of crime at
Pahalgam. Without local
support and a recce, the
attack could not have been
executed. Therefore, the
starting point is zeroing in
on local handlers. Once
they are identified, the rest
of the investigation falls in
place. Last but not the least:
utmost restraint from both
sides is the need of the hour
lest it become another
Palestine issue.

A.V. Narayanan,
Chennai

Saudi Arabia to further
isolate Pakistan, and
pressure China not to
obstruct the listing of and
sanctions on
Pakistani-backed terrorists.
If China changes its stance,
it will be a major setback
for Pakistan’s terror
networks. The
unprecedented public anger
after the Pahalgam attack is
severely damaging
Pakistan’s narrative. Now is
the time for India to
vigorously expose
Islamabad’s support for
terrorism globally and also
campaign to uproot all the
structures that fuel
terrorism.
Mohammad Asad,
Mumbai

‘India will identify, trace and
punish every terrorist
involved in this dastardly
assault’ — has obviously
shaken Pakistan.
India’s neighbour must note
that the bond between
India and Kashmir cannot
be broken. Steps must be
taken to isolate radical and
violent elements in
Kashmir.
Mani Nataraajan,
Chennai

India should not be
satisfied with the initial
steps taken after the
Pahalgam attack but should
systematically expose
Pakistan’s terror network
globally. India should
leverage new allies such as

again. The Pahalgam
carnage was a deliberate
attempt to instil fear, fuel
division, and weaponise
religion. 
R. Sivakumar,
Chennai

It is good to see that all
political parties have risen
as one and expressed their
support to whatever
measures the Centre is
going to take. Any response
should not be too hasty, as
it could cost the country
goodwill. There needs to be
a well-drafted plan based
on sound intelligence.
S.V. Venkatakrishnan,
Bengaluru

India’s strong line — that

India must also not forget
that China too is waiting to
use water as a weapon.
Therefore, what is required
at the moment is not to
over react. India needs to
take steps, patiently and
diplomatically, to isolate
Pakistan from its staunch
supporters and to dent its
influence in the Muslim
world.
A.Thirugnanasambantham,
Coimbatore

What happened in
Pahalgam will scar Kashmir
for years to come. Precious
lives have been lost,
families shattered, and a
region already fatigued by
decades of su�ering has
been left in shock once
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GROUND ZERO

Trigger warning: The following has references to
violence. Please avoid reading if you may be dis-
turbed by the details.

N
estled at an altitude of 8,000 feet
amidst lush pine forests, only the jun-
gle crows break the eerie silence
around the Baisaran meadow, 5 kilo-

metres from Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir. The
10-foot-high chain-linked fencing stands witness
to what happened here, between 2:40 p.m. and 3
p.m. on April 22. In the light afternoon sun, when
the meadow held about 250 people, most tou-
rists, a group of at least four terrorists selectively
killed 25 tourists and injured 16 others on the ba-
sis of their religion. A ponywala, one of about 150
who ferries people up to Baisaran, was also killed
when he tried to protect the tourists. 

Outside the meadow, on the pony trek path,
mud and boulders bear the marks of the �ying
bullets. Slippers and shoes of varying sizes, in-
cluding that of children, are half stuck in mud.
Broken sunglasses, purses, shattered phones lie

scattered. Inside the meadow, the
orange and blue chairs of the open-
air food court that served noodles,

tea, and paani puri, are scattered,
marked with blood. The zipline at-
tached to a pine tree has fallen silent;
the zorbing balls are still. Even the fra-

grance of pine is mixed with a stench. 

Going downhill 

“I cannot sleep after what I saw. I stood there
scanning one body after another. Women and
children were wailing, calling for help. The scene
keeps playing in my mind when I try to sleep,”
says Abdul Waheed Wani, 38, a pony owner who
is also president of the Baisaran Pony Operators
Association. Abdul and his younger brother Sajad
Wani, were the �rst to reach the spot after the ter-
rorists’ guns fell silent. He says he froze for a mi-
nute, then gathered himself and choking, sent a
voice note to a WhatsApp group of pony opera-
tors. “There are bodies on the ground, injured.
We need help. Rush all horsemen and ponywalas
to Baisaran,” he had said, in Urdu.

Abdul also shot a video of the scene to share
on the group, to give them the scale of the trage-
dy. The video has been shared across social me-
dia many times now. Then, he says, he moved
from person to person saying, “Sab theek ho jay-
ga” (Everything will be �ne). Looking back, Ab-
dul recalls he was reassuring a child whose father
was dead, and two women whose husbands were
killed. “I couldn’t tell the child his father was
dead. I decided to focus on shifting people to Pa-
halgam hospital. Many were shifted on horse-
back. My brother Sajad carried one injured tou-
rist on his shoulders,” says Abdul. 

The duo emptied a vendor’s charpoy full of
sunglasses and converted it into a stretcher to
shift the injured. He remembers that many tou-
rists who climbed the fencing were killed outside
the boundary wall. Syed Adil Hussain Shah, 28, a
ponywala from Anantnag district’s Hapatnar,
was shot dead for resisting the attackers. The in-

jured, 16 in all, have been shifted to the army hos-
pital in Srinagar. 

Baisaran is out of bounds for tourists now. Pa-
halgam was once Bollywood’s favourite haunt,
where blockbusters like the Rajesh Khanna-star-
rer Roti (1974) and Ranbir Kapoor-starrer Rock-
star (2011) were shot. “Around 1,500 visitors
would visit Baisaran every day. It provided a live-
lihood to over 500 locals, from pony operators to
shawl sellers,” says Sha� Wani, another pony
operator.

Mumbai’s maidan mourns

On April 23, the grief shifted to another meadow:
Hundreds gathered in the evening in Bhagshala
maidan in Dombivli, on the outskirts of Mumbai,
to mourn the deaths of cousins Atul Mone (42),
Hemant Joshi (48), and Sanjay Lele (47), three
victims of the Pahalgam terror attack. Dombivli
observed a bandh to protest the killings.

The photos of the cousins lined Karve road,
which was barricaded for vehicular movement.
In the maidan, on a stage cloaked in white, were
larger-than-life black-and-white pictures of the
three men, forming a backdrop. A few metres
away were more pictures for people to pay hom-
age with �owers. 

At 8 p.m. the bodies were carried on to stage,
in the presence of Maharashtra’s Chief Minister,
Devendra Fadnavis. The families bid their last
goodbyes, before taking the bodies to the crema-
tion ground, about 2 km away, on foot.

Before the caskets were lifted, the crowd
chanted in anger, “Pakistan Murdabad!” Mone’s
daughter, Richa, a 12th-grade student, per-
formed the last rites for her father. On April 20,
the three families had boarded a train to Ahme-
dabad, then �ew to Srinagar for a vacation they
had been planning for a while. 

A day after the funeral, Atul’s wife, Anushka,
recounts the horri�c day: “We had reached Bais-
aran around 1 or 1.30. Suddenly we heard gun-
�re, but mistook it for some adventure activity.
In no time, we saw men carrying guns. Their fac-
es were covered. They asked us whether we were
Hindu or Muslim four times. When none of us

said anything, my husband asked them, ‘Why are
you pointing guns at us? We have not done anyth-
ing.’ And they shot him,” she says, breaking
down.

Richa remembers that there was no escape.
They sat, frozen in fear. “After they left, we were
in a state of confusion. A few hours later, military
and the police escorted us. There were very few
choppers. At such a major tourist destination,
how come there was no security?” she says.

At the army base in Pahalgam, Anushka re-
members, “A woman with two children was faint-
ing in fear. It was a nightmare we never thought
we would encounter.” 

Grief hits in many spaces

The newly-wed Himanshi, 24, from Haryana’s
Gurugram, sitting beside the body of her hus-
band Lieutenant Vinay Narwal, 26, on the mea-
dow, became the snapshot of the Pahalgam trage-
dy. The image was widely circulated on social and
news media soon after the terror attack, just six
days after the two had tied the knot at a wedding
ceremony in Mussoorie. 

They had planned to �y to Switzerland for
their honeymoon, but when they didn’t get a vi-
sa, decided on Pahalgam, often called mini Swit-
zerland. Vinay, who was from Karnal, in Harya-
na, dreamt of joining the Indian Air Force to
become a �ghter pilot. Considered too tall at 6
feet, 3 inches, he joined the Indian Navy.

Vinay’s father, Rajesh, a sales tax o�cial in the
Haryana government, says, “This is going to stay
with us for the rest of our lives.” He keeps his
composure, remembering his son as an “out-
standing student” and a “dashing young o�cer”. 

In a video that went viral in the aftermath of
the attack, Himanshi can be heard saying, “I was
eating bhelpuri and my husband was standing by
my side. A man came and shot him.” 

Breaking news

Arathy Sarath, 37, from Kochi, Kerala, remem-
bers three things: her father, N. Ramachandran,
65, being shot dead; a gun thrust to the back of
her head by the same militant moments later;
and her 7-year-old twins screaming. “I don’t
know whether he intended to shoot me or did it
merely to scare me. He probably spared me after
hearing my children,” she says. Later, she joined
the others �eeing down the hilltop along the
horse route to the town. She rang her local cab
driver, Musa�r, who drove them away to safety.

Sheela, Sarath’s mother, did not go to Baisa-
ran, as it involved a steep trek. “In the hotel
room, I ensured the cable TV network remained
disconnected. Even when I spoke to the cops, I
asked them not to tell my mother about the trage-
dy,” she says. Later, at the Srinagar airport, she
shielded her mother from those mourning. Shee-
la didn’t know her husband’s body was on the
same �ight on which she returned.

“Musa�r and another local driver, Sameer,
were with me all through, including when I stood
outside the morgue until 3 in the morning. They
treated me like a younger sister. Kashmir has now

given me two brothers,” she says. “Let Allah keep
you safe,” were her parting words to them. On so-
cial media, when she recounted her words, social
media spewed anger and hatred. A national tra-
gedy was used to stoke hatred.

Security at risk

Many tourists con�rmed to security o�cials that
the terrorists were wearing khaki and black. The
police has announced a reward of ₹20 lakh each
for information on Adil Hussain Thoker, a resi-
dent of Anantnag; Ali Bhai alias Talha Bhai and
Hasim Musa alias Suleiman, both Pakistan na-
tionals. The houses of Thoker and another sus-
pect Asif Sheikh from Tral in Pulwama district
have been demolished during search operations
by security forces, who believe they belong to the
banned Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), which has alleg-
edly claimed responsibility for the attack.

Kashmir’s ruling National Conference leader
and Pahalgam MLA Altaf Kaloo sees a security
lapse. “It’s a clear case of intelligence failure.
Now, if they had intelligence and did not act,
questions need to be raised. A tourist spot not
manned by one armed policeman highlights the
grave lapse of security,” he says. 

O�cials in security agencies said there were
intelligence inputs about terrorists identifying a
“high-value target” in J&K. One input even identi-
�ed the tourism industry as terrorists’ likely tar-
get, o�cials said. 

O�cials from the Home Ministry and the Intel-
ligence Bureau have said there was no police per-
mission to open the Baisaran meadow to tourists.

Pahalgam is one of Kashmir’s three main holi-
day hill-stations, the other two being Gulmarg
and Sonmarg, all vulnerable to militants because
of tough topography. Baisaran has posed a chal-
lenge to security agencies in the past too. During
the 2024 Amarnath yatra, it was closed for 52
days, following sightings of armed men nearby. 

On one side of Baisaran are craggy mountain
cli�s, snow-capped peaks, and deep valleys, con-
necting Pahalgam with Kishtwar district’s War-
wan area in the Chenab valley. “It takes two to
three days of trekking from Baisaran to Warwan
valley,” a local trekker said. 

Tensions between India and Pakistan escalat-
ed after the attack, with India downgrading di-
plomatic ties with its neighbour, holding the 1960
Indus Waters Treaty in abeyance, and asking that
Pakistani citizens leave the country by April 27.
Pakistan closed air space for Indian carriers and
the Pakistan army reportedly �red across the
Line of Control.

Tourism season takes a hit

According to J&K government �gures, the State
has seen an upswing in tourist footfall over the
past few years. In 2024, there was a record 2.36
crore visitors, with a revival in border tourism for
the �rst time in 30 years, in regions like Gurez,
Keran, and Karnah.

In the forests and small hamlets between Lan-
ganbal and Yanner, adjacent to Pahalgam, a 10-
km long stretch, dozens of new hotels are being
constructed. “The hotels came up with the hope
that all segments of tourists could be catered to,”
says Niyaz Ahmad, a hotelier. “People took huge
loans from banks to invest in the tourism sector.
The investments are gone for now,” he adds.

From hoteliers to cab owners, the act of terror
has dented the prospects of tourism in Kashmir.
Tanveer Ahmad, 33, has run cabs for tourists for
many years. This year, Ahmad bought four more
taxis against loans. “Most of my cabs were
booked for April and May. Within 24 hours of the
Pahalgam attack, there were 47 cancellations for
April and 28 for May,” Ahmad says.

Tilak Singh, 38, a lawyer from Tamil Nadu, is
staying put. “We decided to stay back because
our hosts provided us a sense of security and hos-
pitality,” says Singh.

With inputs from Purnima Sah, Ashok Kumar,
and M.P. Praveen 

peerzada.ashiq@thehindu.co.in

Shikara owners protest on the Dal Lake in Srinagar against the terrorist attack on tourists in Baisaran valley of Pahalgam in southern Kashmir. IMRAN NISSAR 

The meadow cries 
out in fear and grief
Baisaran, surrounded by the mighty Himalayas that stand against an azure sky, has fallen silent. Here, on April

22, terrorists killed 24 tourists from across India, one from Nepal, and one local man who tried to protect

them. Peerzada Ashiq reports on how, four days after, those who lost loved ones are in disbelief, the country

collectively rages, while the people of Kashmir grieve the loss of a delicate peace

Suddenly we
heard
gun�re, but
mistook it
for some
adventure
activity. In
no time, we
saw men
carrying
guns. Their
faces were
covered.
They asked
us whether
we were
Hindu or
Muslim four
times

ANUSHKA
MONE
Survivor

A day after people were killed, security personnel patrol Pahalgam, in Anantnag district; a tourist in shock and grief. IMRAN NISSAR & ANI
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T
he US tari� shock along with other
geopolitical headwinds have emerged as a
serious obstacle to growth. Both, the

Centre and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) need to
act purposefully. The RBI has been taking a series of
measures in recent months to ease liquidity and
decrease borrowing cost for consumers. The final
guidelines on Liquidity Coverage Ratio are another
move in this direction. These rules are quite lenient
compared to the draft proposal put out in July 2024,
and are expected to improve system liquidity by
₹2.7-3 lakh crore.

The Basel III framework for liquidity
standards tries to ensure that banks have
adequate high quality liquid assets to face a
high stress scenario lasting 30 days. The
framework lays down the run-o� rate or the
drawdown rates for each category of
liability. While the draft circular issued in
July 2024 had prescribed an additional 5 per
cent run o� rate for deposits from
individuals and small businesses acquired
through digital channels, the new
guidelines lower the rate to 2.5 per cent.
Similarly, the revised guidelines have
lowered the run-o� factor for wholesale
deposits from trusts, partnerships, LLPs.
These LCR changes will significantly
improve system liquidity once
implemented next fiscal year. It may be
recalled that liquidity had become very
tight in the early part of this year due to
seasonal factors and RBI’s forex operations
to support the rupee. The RBI had injected
durable liquidity of around ₹7.9 lakh crore
through open market operations, longer
duration VRR auctions and forex swaps
since this January to redress the situation.
LCR relaxation will further improve
durable liquidity.

The RBI has taken various measures to
improve flow of credit in the economy. Two
consecutive 25-basis points cuts in repo
rate in February and April have led to a
decline in interest rates in the market,
providing a breather to borrowers.
Lowering of risk weights assigned to bank
lending to NBFCs from April 2025 will
ensure that NBFCs are able to access bank
funding to enable them to on-lend to small
businesses and retail borrowers. Recently,
the central bank expanded co-lending
guidelines, allowing banks and NBFCs to
jointly lend to all borrowers. Co-lending
was restricted to priority sector loans
earlier. Similarly, putting project finance
guidelines on hold — a step which would
have locked up funds for project finance
provisioning — can provide a short-term
impetus to credit growth. The RBI is acting
in a pragmatic manner given the
deceleration in credit growth, especially in
the personal loan category. 

In a time of global disruption, it is
important to ensure that domestic
consumption is robust. Along with the
income tax cuts announced in the Budget,
better credit availability can do the needful
to buttress consumption. The IMF’s World
Economic Outlook points to a 50 basis
points dip in global growth in 2025 to 2.8
per cent over its January projections. The
writing is on the wall: open the spigots.

Open the spigots 
Measures to improve credit growth welcome 

SATURDAY - APRIL 26, 2025

Punish the culprits
This is with reference to the report
‘Will identify, track and punish
terrorists, their hackers: PM’ (April 25
). It is really very shocking to hear that
26 tourists are brutally killed by
terrorists in Pahalgam a few days back.
PM Modi has aggressively stated that
all the terrorists involved in the attack
will be punished including their
backers. It is undoubtedly a failure of
our security system. The perpetrators
of this dastardly crime must be
brought to book immediately. 
Katuru Durga Prasad Rao
Hyderabad

FMCG cos’ pain
Results of the FMCG companies for
the last quarter indicate that
consumption is yet not picking up.
Much is being said about the
attractiveness of the Indian markets.
But unless there is adequate growth,
FIIs are going to take their money
elsewhere. 
The government seems to be doing
nothing to spur growth and seems to
be happy with empty rhetoric. Input
costs for the consumer companies
are rising and they are unable to pass
them on to the consumer. 
In nearly half a dozen quarters the

profits of these companies have not
beaten inflation numbers. 
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

Rankings wrangle
It refers to ‘Is NIRF ranking academia
into lemons?’. NIRF rankings came as
a breath of fresh air a decade ago,
but it looks like it has also fallen like
other rankings. 
The Education Ministry should have
understood that credibility takes
years to develop while it is ruined in
months. 
Millions of students and their

families rely on NIRF rankings as not
every student gets admission to
creme de la creme institutions, so
transparent rankings are crucial. 
But a compromised NIRF ranking is
tragic for these young students and
their careers. We need a holistic
change in the NIRF framework to
make it credible once again. 
Bal Govind
Noida

Ray of hope
With reference to the article ‘Why
Trump-Powell tussle is dragging
down the dollar’, it needs to be

remembered that lower than the
current range of valuation of the
dollar is in line with the thinking by
Trump-Stephen Miran duo as one of
the means to reduce the US’ trade
deficit, to bring down the cost of
imports and increasing the exports.
Recent reports of moderation in
Washington’s narratives provide a
ray of hope. Back- tracking on the
issues of sacking Powell as Fed Chief
or scaling down China tari�s by
Trump, provide the background for
the modest optimism.
Angara Venkata Girija Kumar
Chennai

LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.in or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

T
he Securities and Exchange
Board (SEBI) in its April 15
interim order has gone into detail

how Anmol Singh Jaggi and Puneet
Singh Jaggi allegedly diverted funds
from Gensol Engineering to themselves,
their families and various companies
controlled by them, through a myriad of
carefully layered transactions.

The interim order paints a picture of
an utter corporate governance
breakdown. After establishing a prima
facie case, SEBI has barred the Jaggi
brothers from holding any directorship
or key managerial position in Gensol till
any further orders. 

SEBI has also ordered a forensic audit
of Gensol and other entities mentioned
in the order to establish the extent of the
alleged fraud. The alleged actions – or
inactions – of connected stakeholders
including the independent directors,
audit committee members, CEO, CFO,
compliance o�cer and statutory
auditors of Gensol are likely to be the
focal point for SEBI during this forensic
audit.

The failure of Gensol to repay its
loans, which initially triggered the entire

saga, could lead to the lenders seeking
independent relief under the insolvency
and bankruptcy (IBC) framework and
attachment of the company’s secured
assets (such as the EV fleets). The
lenders could also potentially trigger
‘events of default’ clauses under the
relevant financing agreements and
invoke pledges created by the Jaggi
brothers on their shares in Gensol to
further aggravate the misery for public
retail shareholders.

IBC: PITFALLS, LIMITATIONS

What is the way out of this quagmire?
Although there have been a few success
stories like CG Power (acquired by
Murugappa Group), Satyam (acquired
by Tech Mahindra), Fortis Healthcare
(acquired by IHH Healthcare Berhad)
and United Spirits (acquired by Diageo)
where new acquirers came to the rescue
of beleaguered companies – companies
in similar situations generally tend to
su�er.

Often, such companies end up getting
entangled within the hit-or-miss IBC
revival/liquidation framework. While
IBC has been instrumental in enabling
successful corporate restructurings,
eliminating NPAs and ensuring debt
resolution, it has also led to many a
‘corporate death’. 

Recent examples of companies like Jet
Airways and GoAir which could not be
revived through the IBC framework and
had to be liquidated to satisfy the
lenders’ dues, highlight the IBC’s
limitations.

IBC processes are prone to drawn-out
timelines and prolonged judicial
disputes. Statistics reveal that
successful revivals under the IBC have
been primarily linked to corporate
debtors having hard infrastructure
assets like factories and mines, which
have their own independent value. 

To safeguard the interests of a
company and its retail shareholders, it is
critical that the ‘brain’ of the company
(its board of directors) is swiftly
replaced once there is any suggestion of
malfeasance on the part of promoters.
Given the systemic and large scale

nature of such episodes of corporate
misgovernance, the possible pliability
and complicity of non-executive
directors and independent directors
cannot be ruled out.

Under the existing regulatory
framework, there is ample power with
the Central Government to replace the
board of any company – as was exercised
in the infamous Satyam case. For
e�ective revival, reputed bankers and
consultants should be hired to conduct a
time-bound and transparent auction
process which gets institutional or
strategic investors to acquire and take
control of such companies.

To prevent Gensol from su�ering the
same destiny as many of its
counterparts, it is crucial that rapid
remedial action – in the form of
superseding the existing board – is taken
by the government, regulators and
judicial authorities.

A pre-IBC corporate revival
framework must be explored, including
potential third party takeovers. This
could go a long way in saving the
livelihood of thousands of employees,
and economic value for millions of retail
shareholders.

Kakkar is a Senior Partner and Garg is an Associate at
Saraf and Partners. Views expressed are personal 

What’s in store for Gensol and its shareholders?

Vaibhav Kakkar
Anuj Garg

GENSOL. Quick action needed GETTY IMAGES

The Centre could replace the board and ensure a pre-IBC revival or takeover to safeguard interests of workers, shareholders
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Catholics at a crossroads
In keeping with the humble style of his papacy, Pope Francis did his best to dial
down the pomp and ceremony that would mark his passing. In St Peter’s Basilica,
where he now lies in state, Francis’s body rests in an unelaborate co�n and has
not been placed on the traditional elevated bier. The tomb in which he will be
buried is to be underground and unadorned, carrying only the plain inscription
“Franciscus”, again on his instructions. The final grace notes of a remarkable
papacy will add to the pathos of Saturday’s funeral, which hundreds of thousands
of mourners are expected to attend. The Argentinian pope’s plain, direct style
endeared him to millions of non-Catholics as well as to the faithful. But the
ecclesiastical politics of what happens next, in a divided church, will be anything
but straightforward. LONDON, APRIL 24

OTHER VOICES. 

Ishiba’s Visit to Asian Nations
The U.S.-led international order, with free trade at its core, is facing a turning point.
In particular, Southeast Asian countries that the United States has imposed high
tari�s on have been significantly shaken. Japan must actively work for the stability
of the region. At the same time, such an e�ort would serve as an opportunity to
broaden the scope of Japanese diplomacy. Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba plans to
visit Vietnam and the Philippines from April 27. He intends to confirm with the
leaders of both countries the strengthening of cooperation in a wide range of areas,
including the economy and security. In the economic field, an important topic of
discussion will be how to deal with the tari� measures taken by the administration
of U.S. President Donald Trump. The United States intends to impose “reciprocal
tari�s” of 46% on Vietnam and 18% on the Philippines. TOKYO, APRIL 25

A
s global trade wars
proliferate and economic
environment becomes
unpredictable, there is
demand to protect the

vulnerable sectors of Indian economy
from Chinese dumping especially in
steel. 

India has consistently protected its
upstream steel industry to ensure
economic sovereignty, using tari�s and
regulatory shields. The 2025 safeguard
duties against Chinese dumping
continue this approach. 

However, rising steel costs strain
downstream sectors like engineering,
construction, and auto-components,
risking competitiveness. Given this
context, let us decode consequences of
such protection and the way forward for
India’s steel sector.

SHIELDED TO SCALE

Since independence, and more
specifically in last decade, India has
systematically implemented a
multi-pronged strategy to protect the
steel sector, blending industrial, trade,
tari�, and non-tari� measures. 

For instance, industrially, the
National Steel Policy, 2017, set an
ambitious target to expand crude steel
production capacity to 300 million
tonnes (mt) by 2030-31, aiming to
position India as a global steel
manufacturing hub. 

The 2021 PLI Scheme for Specialty
Steel allocated ₹6,322 crore to boost
domestic production by 25 mt and cut
imports. 

Similarly, Mission Purvodaya (2020)
was aimed to revitalise Eastern India's
steel ecosystem. Infrastructure
initiatives like Make-in-India, and the
National Infrastructure Pipeline also
aim to stimulate domestic steel demand.

On the trade front, India took decisive
measures to shield its steel sector from
global oversupply, particularly from
China, Japan, and South Korea. In 2016,

it introduced a Minimum Import Price
(MIP) across 173 steel products to
counter plummeting global prices.
When MIP expired, India shifted to
more targeted trade monitoring through
the Steel Import Monitoring System
(SIMS), introduced in 2019, requiring
advance registration of steel imports.

Tari� instruments also played a
critical role, albeit sometimes at the cost
of downstream industries. In 2018 and
2020, India raised basic customs duties
on various steel products to 15 per cent.
Since 2015, India has imposed
anti-dumping duties on imports from
countries like China, South Korea, and
Japan, and applied countervailing duties
on Chinese steel in 2017. In 2024-25,
policymakers once again introduced
safeguard measures to protect the
upstream steel sector from unfair
competition.

In the non-tari� domain,
policymakers introduced mandatory BIS
certification for steel products in 2016,
limiting the influx of substandard
imports and later increasing their scope
under Make-in-India mission. 

Correspondingly the introduction of
Quality Control Orders (QCOs),
expanding coverage to over 100 steel
categories, ensured higher product
quality standards. Restrictions on
defective and seconds steel further
closed avenues for cheap imports.

India’s vigilance also extended to
controlling third-country rerouting
through the UAE, addressing the misuse
of FTA provisions via COO rules from
ASEAN countries, and introducing
CAROTAR-2020, all of which
complemented the protective measures
to safeguard the upstream steel
industry.

DOWNSTREAM DISTRESS

However, downstream industries like
auto components, aerospace, defence,

and heavy engineering faced higher
costs and reduced competitiveness,
constraining India’s value-added
export growth amid rising
protectionism. 

Despite India’s robust base in basic
carbon and mild steels, domestic
availability of niche, high-performance
categories like high-strength alloy
(crankshaft), heat-resistant wear steels
(piston rings), super-alloy extreme
( jet-engine turbine blades), marine and
cryogenic steels (submarine pressure
hulls), weathering and corrosion steels
(shipping containers), impact-resistant
transit steels (railway wheels) and
austenitic and martensitic Stainless
Steel (medical needles, forceps,
scissors, blades etc) is markedly scarce. 

Auto component makers producing
gudgeon pins, piston rings, crankshafts,
and sleeves often rely on imported alloy
steels like 4340 and nitrided tool steels,
as indigenous alternatives frequently
fall short on fatigue endurance and
metallurgical finesse.

In defence manufacturing, India’s
ambitions to export tanks and
armoured vehicles are hamstrung by
the lack of high-grade armour steels
(for tank turrets) and HY-series steels
crucial for submarine construction. 

Even when available, the steel often
becomes economically unviable; for
instance, while India exports 100cc
bikes at around $950, China does so at a
leaner $650, exposing a structural
competitiveness chasm. 

Similarly, we are priced-out in ship
building. In aerospace, the constraints
are even more acute: Inconel-based
superalloys vital for aeroplane wings,
jet engines, and gas turbines continue
to be heavily imported, stalling India’s
aspirations in global defence exports.

Renewable energy sectors,
particularly windmills, su�er similarly
due to the limited supply of ultra-high
tensile steels, while railways struggle
with precision-grade manganese alloy
steels for wheels enduring dynamic
loads. 

Heavy machinery and oil drilling
industries also import hardened tool
steels for equipment like drilling
machines and gantry cranes. This
specialty steel deficit not only escalates

costs but systematically undermines
India’s rise in engineering exports. A
strategic reforms in specialty steel
production is imperative to truly
transform India’s manufacturing
narrative.

WAY FORWARD

The proposed National Manufacturing
Mission (NMM), replacing the PLI
incentives, aims to raise India's
manufacturing share to 25 per cent of
GDP and create 100 million jobs.
Recognising steel as a critical scale
industry essential for industrial
competitiveness, the NMM must
address both upstream and
downstream segments to build a
resilient and vibrant India, one that is
free from dumping, import dependency,
and equipped to drive other sectors
forward in an evolving, turbulent global
environment.

Our steel sector must become
fundamentally export-competitive;
hence, achieving scale, strengthening
systems, enhancing sophistication, and
promoting inter-sectoral synergies are
crucial.Moreover, sector-specific
interventions are essential: while large
enterprises (>20 MTPA) must be
fostered for BF-BOF production, a
systematic push for e�cient EAF and
DRI routes is equally needed for
MSMEs, ensuring access to low-cost,
green energy sources such as small
modular reactors, solar, and hydrogen. 

Policy support for uninterrupted and
cost-e�ective coal supply to large-scale
industries is also necessary.

For true resilience, both scale and
value-chain sophistication are critical.
Strategic FDI through select foreign
players can catalyse growth while
countering oligopolistic tendencies. 

Within 5-8 years, India’s steel sector
must be free from anti-competitive
practices, supported by world-class
infrastructure, technological
dynamism, and a fair, competitive
environment. NMM’s support must be
time-bound, merit-based, and
transition towards an open,
innovation-driven market economy.

The writer is Professor and head, IIFT, New Delhi.
Views are personal

Steel poses
some policy
challenges

BLOOMBERG

Despite India’s robust
base in basic carbon and
mild steels, domestic
availability of niche,
high-performance categories
is markedly scarce

STEELING UP. India has protected upstream
steel sector but that has hit the competitiveness
of the firms in the downstream sectors

RAM SINGH
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I
t may seem ironic that it took a terrible event like a terror attack to unify
all sections of India. But it is to be welcomed that the Opposition is stand-
ing united with the government in the matter of showing solidarity in
the face of the violent killing of innocent civilians who were tourists in

the Kashmir Valley.
The Opposition parties spoke in one voice at the all-party meeting support-

ing the measures that the government of India had to take in its diplomatic
offensive against Pakistan. The world, with the exception of a guilty
Pakistan, had also indicated that it stands behind India in its hour of tragedy.

The unity in 145 crore Indians, who were outraged by the sponsored events
of terror in Pahalgam, must count for something as the nation absorbed one
more wanton hit of Islamist terror, encouraged, funded, trained and operat-
ed by shadowy spy wings of the Pakistan army with the blessings of the polit-
ical establishment that kowtows to its army brass.

It is not just the principal Opposition party Congress, its Leader of
Opposition in Parliament, Rahul Gandhi and its president Mallikarjun
Kharge who expressed their support to India’s response to the Pahalgam inci-
dent. All parties, irrespective of the adversarial stand that they take against

the NDA-ruled Centre, indicated their willing-
ness to stand behind the powers in acting to
oppose Pakistan for its nefarious activities.

In fact, Pakistan’s defence minister has admit-
ted in an interview, which went viral, that his
country has been supporting terror for decades,
though he tended to blame others for its terror-
sponsoring role, saying this “dirty work” of har-
bouring terror groups was done on behalf of the
US and the West.

Even so, the fact should not be lost sight of that
a huge intelligence and security failure had
exposed tourists who visit the Baisaran valley in
huge numbers without the noticeable presence of
members of the police or security forces. And

since all security matters in Jammu & Kashmir are handled by the Centre
through the lieutenant governor, this is more of New Delhi’s failure.

Of course, it will be tragic that the Valley and Jammu will now return to the
days of heightened security that will be a far cry from the near normalcy at
which the residents of the Valley were living in and receiving summer
tourists who are their economic lifeline. It is the return towards normalcy, as
evidenced in the economic progress of J&K, as well as the return to political
normalcy in the holding of Assembly elections and people electing a popular
government that may have made the region more of a target for those who
plotted the latest instance of sponsored terror.

There is nothing to suggest that things may have been different if only J&K
were to be a full-fledged state with popular rule. But it is time for the Centre
to make this happen quickly so that the ruling National Conference govern-
ment under Omar Abdullah is given an equal share and responsibility in
handling the state in peace as well as in the need to sustain an eternal vigil
against terror. This would be the right thing to do and the just thing too.
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After Pahalgam hit, India
unites against Pak terror

Pakistan’s defence
minister has 

admitted in an
interview that his
country has been
supporting terror

for decades,
though he tended

to blame others 
for its terror-

sponsoring role

I
n retaliation for the
dastardly attack on
tourists in Jammu
and Kashmir’s
Pahalgam, the

Narendra Modi govern-
ment has decided to scrap
the Indus Waters Treaty
with Pakistan, even if it
will have quite a few con-
sequences. After the Uri
incident, our Prime
Minister had said that
“blood and water cannot
flow together”. The truth
is that while the flow of
blood can be stopped,
water will continue to
flow.

The geography makes it
next to impossible to stop
the flow of the waters
from the Indus, Chenab
and Jhelum. Yet there
was ample reason to
revisit this treaty,
because of Pakistan’s per-
sistent misuse of the pro-
visions of the IWT that
enable it to adopt a “dog
in the manger” attitude to
prevent or delay any
development of hydel pro-
jects on the three rivers
that is permitted by the
treaty. This will now stop.

The entire Indus river
system has a total
drainage area which
exceeds 11,165,000 sq km.
Its estimated annual flow
stands at around 207 km3,
making it the twenty-first
largest river in the world
in terms of annual flow. It
is also Pakistan’s sole
means of sustenance. The
British had constructed a
complex canal system to
irrigate the Punjab region
of Pakistan. Partition left
a large part of this infra-
structure in Pakistan.

The World Bank bro-
kered the IWT between
India and Pakistan after
many years of intense
negotiations to allocate
the waters of the Indus
river basin. Prime
Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru and President
Ayub Khan signed the
treaty in Karachi on
September 19, 1960. Under
the IWT, control over the

three “eastern” rivers —
Beas, Ravi and Sutlej —
was given to India, while
control over the three
“western” rivers —
Indus, Chenab and
Jhelum — was given to
Pakistan.

On the face of it, the pact
is seen as generous to
Pakistan as it gives the
lower riparian state 80
per cent of the waters of
the western rivers. But
the reality is that the IWT
makes a virtue of a neces-
sity, as it is the geography
of the region that decides
this rather than any
Indian altruism.

The main Kashmir
Valley is just a hundred
km wide at its maximum
and 15,520.30 km2 in area.
While the Himalayas
divide the Kashmir
Valley from Ladakh, the
Pir Panjal range, which
encloses the valley from
the west and the south,
separates it from the
great plains of northern
India. This picturesque
and densely settled valley
has an average height of
1,850 metres above sea
level, but the surrounding
Pir Panjal range has an
average elevation of 5,000
metres.

Thus the Pir Panjal
range stands between the
Kashmir Valley and the
rest of the country and is
an insurmountable barri-
er that precludes the
transfer of water any-
where else. And neither
do the contours of the
Kashmir Valley allow for
more waters to be stored
in any part of it. Since the
waters cannot be stored
or used by diversion else-
where, it has to keep flow-
ing into Pakistan.

Of the three western
rivers “given” to
Pakistan, the Indus,
which debouches from
Indian territory near
Kargil and then flows
entirely in Pakistan-con-
trolled territory. The
Jhelum originates near
Verinag near Anantnag

and meanders for over 200
km in the Kashmir Valley
before it enters Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir. After
flowing through
Srinagar, it fills up the
Wular Lake and then tra-
verses past Baramulla
and Uri into PoK. The run
of the river hydel projects
constructed on it supply
most of the electricity to
the Valley.

The Chenab, also
known as Chandrabhaga,
originates in Lahaul Spiti
in Himachal Pradesh and
flows through the Jammu
region into the plains of
Pakistan’s Punjab. The
catchment area of the
Chenab is elongated and
narrow. The catchment
area of the Chenab is
mostly in India. But the
Chenab runs through
deep valleys and the river
drops by as much as 24
metres per km, imposing
physical constraints and
huge economic costs on
harnessing it.

The three “eastern”
rivers allocated to India
under the IWT are the
Beas, Ravi and Sutlej.
These waters sustain
agriculture in Punjab and
to some extent Haryana
and are substantially
used. What enters
Pakistan is usually just
enough to keep the
stream flushed. But
despite this, Pakistan has
from time to time blamed
India for its floods 
and the sudden and delib-
erate release of storage
gates.

The question that still
remains is about the
Jhelum waters. Dr Shakil
Ahmad Romshoo, head of
earth sciences at the geol-
ogy and geophysics
department, University of
Kashmir, recently said:
“Let us assume we stop
the water supply for the
sake of argument. Where

would the water go? We
do not have infrastruc-
ture to store this water.
We have not built dams in
J&K where we can store
the water. And being a
mountainous state,
unlike Tamil Nadu or
Karnataka, you cannot
move water to another
state. So, you cannot stop
the water technically.”

But even if it can be
done, climate change is
upon us, with severe
implicit consequences for
both countries, but most-
ly for Pakistan. The Indus
river basin is fed mostly
by glacier melt, unlike the
Ganga and Brahmaputra
basins, which are fed
mostly by the monsoons.
Since climate change is
now affecting the
Himalayan glaciers, the
water patterns in the
Indus river basin are
already showing changes.
Hence, Pakistan constant-
ly keeps up a drumbeat of
false charges about the
non-adherence to the IWT
by India.

But will there be enough
water for very long?
Widely referenced esti-
mates indicate a trou-
bling long-term trend for
the flow of the Indus river
basin. River water pro-
vides 80 per cent of all irri-
gation water for
Pakistan’s critical agri-
culture sector.

These water sources are
already near their limits,
with most water diverted
to northern Pakistan’s
agricultural regions at
the expense of the south.
In fact, so much water is
diverted from the Indus
before it reaches the
ocean that seawater has
invaded the river channel
miles inland.

Based on current projec-
tions, the Indus river sys-
tem is expected to fall
below 2000 flow levels
between 2030 and 2050.
The drop-off is estimated
to be most serious
between 2030 and 2040,
with a new equilibrium
flow of 20 per cent below
that of 2000 reached after
2060. Not only is Pakistan
running out of water, it
seems to be soon running
out of time.

MMoohhaann  GGuurruusswwaammyy is a
scholar and an author.

The views expressed here
are his own.

PAHALGAM LESSONS
The Pahalgam attack is not
only an attack on individuals
but an assault on humanity. It
is imperative that we, as a
society, stand united against it.
We must support our security
forces and intelligence agen-
cies, even while holding
authorities accountable for
any lapses that may have led
to this tragedy. But equally, we
must address the root causes
of such extremism — be it
political instability, ideological
manipulation or socio-eco-
nomic alienation. Peace in
Kashmir cannot be sustained
merely through military pres-
ence; it demands a multi-
pronged approach that
includes dialogue, develop-
ment and dignity.

FFaaiizzaann  AAhhmmeedd  QQaassmmii
New Delhi

The Indus river
system is expected
to fall below 2000
flow levels
between 2030 and
2050... Not only is
Pakistan running
out of water, it
seems to be soon
running out of
time.
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Indus waters: Yawning gap
between threat and reality

The Kashmiris have, after enduring significant suffering due to terrorism
for decades, united to reject violence and extremism. The Pahalgam car-
nage which was the result of the region’s worst terror attack on civilians

in years brought them out on the streets across towns and villages to express
their grief and condemn the gory incident.

Their collective action, resilience and a unified stand sent out a clear mes-
sage: Not in our name. That in the backdrop of oft-repeated criticism that the
Kashmiri Muslims sympathise with the separatist cause and the notion that
terrorists cannot succeed in carrying out Pahalgam like devastating attacks
without local support.

While some Kashmiris have expressed sympathy for separatist sentiments,
it’s not a monolithic view, and the extent and nature of this sympathy vary
widely. How the terrorists reached Baisaran, accessible only by foot or horse-
back, and where they disappeared after committing the carnage, the answers
to these crucial questions are not easy to obtain. The idea that locals may have
provided them with logistic support is largely speculative, driven by assump-
tions, rather a guess unsupported by evidence. 

The attack was surely aimed to inflame tensions on multiple fronts and the
perpetrators have indeed succeeded in their errand. But attacking and target-
ing Kashmiri students, traders and professionals amid calls for revenge in dif-
ferent parts of the country would help the terrorists’ cause. There is a valid
concern in the rational sections of the civil society across the country that such
actions would align with the terrorists’ goals of sowing division, escalating ten-
sions and undermining communal harmony.

Such attacks need to stop immediately. They are in no way responsible for
what happened in Pahalgam. It is the responsibility of the local governments,
the law enforcement agencies and the civil societies to safeguard these people
from harassment, discrimination or intimidation.

Hounding the Kashmiris in mainland India after the Pahalgam carnage
would help the terrorists’ cause and have ramifications beyond repair. The
consequences of targeting a community that is an integral part of the country,
share the nation’s aspirations, and victimising them — through violence,
harassment, or discrimination — would not only align with the objectives of
terrorists and their handlers but also cause irreparable damage to India’s
social fabric, national unity and Kashmir’s integration.

Help Kashmiris, don’t harass them

‘Grand Mughals’
at London’s V&A:
Tipu Sultan, Sufis
& some surprises

LETTERS

“There aren’t many Rubayii about ‘love’ —
Apart I suppose from words like ‘above’ —
There aren’t enough flattering rhymes to go
With that emotion when push comes to shove?
And yet, Bachchoo, your rhyming has to strain
As love has let you down, you must complain
You don’t always have to do it in rhyme
It can just be in prose — a paean to pain?”

— From TThhee  RRuubbaaiiyyaatt  ooff  DDaawwnn

T
he Victoria and Albert Museum in South
Kensington, London, is a repository of his-
tory, art and objects for posterity. It also
features expertly curated exhibitions of

periods of history, of innovation, art, fashion…
etc. One exhibit that has always drawn my atten-
tion is Tipu Sultan’s tiger holding a British East
India company soldier, one of Arthur Wellesley’s
troops, in its jaws.

Even in the nineteenth century, the V&A didn’t
censor displays of Indian triumph over British
colonialism. Perhaps it was because visitors
would know that Tipu was boastful, and in the end
was beaten by the man who was to subsequently
defeat Napoleon at Waterloo. Or maybe they just
bravely thought that all dramatic displays had
their place and to hell with nationalistic sensitivi-
ties or concerns?

Memorably, in 2012, the V&A had an exhibition
on Indian maharajas and their royal courts. It was

about the flamboyant displays of the principle and
better-endowed (er … in territory) maharajas who
held their titular “kingdoms” through the 19th
and 20th centuries before Independence from
Britain in 1947. The exhibition had a vast array of
photographs and paintings of royal processions
with elephants, of parades of elaborately-dressed
troops in the pay of the maharajas and displays of
thrones and “authority”. There were of course
several depictions of these potentates meeting
with British royalty such as the brother of King
Edward VII and then King George V, who visited
India in 1911-1912.

The exhibition’s curators presented all the
pomp, but none of the circumstance. The V&A
exhibition connived to present the maharajas as
real kings. They didn’t say anywhere that they
were powerless puppets of the British Raj,
licensed to maintain ceremonial armies and
directed in their policies by the agents of the Raj,
resident and all-powerful in every state. When
India gained its Independence from the Raj in
1947, these ridiculous “potentates” were deprived
of their thrones by the great Congress politician
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and told to accept large
pensions and go quietly. No mention in the exhi-
bition. Curation or decoration?

Last week I saw at the V&A an exhibition called
“The Grand Mughals”. It doesn’t feature the histo-
ry of the Mughal dynasty’s conquest and rule in
India. It is a display of the art, artistic objects,

armaments, jewellery and architectural triumphs
of the reigns of Akbar, Jehangir and Shah Jahan.
There is scant mention of Babur, Humayun and
then of Aurangzeb.

I was startled to see what I didn’t know — that in
the reign of Akbar and Jehangir there were
“Mughal miniature” paintings from the annals of
the Sufi poet Amir Khusrau. There were also
miniatures made of Rustam, the Zoroastrian pre-
Muslim Persian hero from the Shahnama of
Firdausi.

And yes, there were miniatures of scenes, com-
missioned by these emperors, depicting charac-
ters and action from the Ramayan. There is a
“miniature”, among several others, which depicts
the scene from Sita’s story, where she mistakenly
believes that Hanuman, who approaches her in
exile, is Ravan in disguise.

There is a “portrait” of the Sufi saint Moinuddin
Chishti of Ajmer, who lived centuries before this
depiction, presumably from the inspired imagina-
tion of the artist. Then there is the portrait of a
Muslim being instructed in piety by a Brahmin.

After Portuguese Jesuits arrived in India during
Jehangir’s reign, the Hindu and Muslim artists
are depicted in the miniature scenes from the
Bible and Christian lore.

These were surprises. That there is a stately por-
trait of the young emperor Aurangzeb was not.
The exhibition has no section beyond that of the
artists of Shah Jahan’s reign. Is this because the

previous sections, devoted to the work arising
from the dedicated patronage of Akbar, Jehangir
and Shah Jahan, is essentially full of human fig-
ures and portraiture, whereas the puritanical
Islam that Aurangzeb embraced forbids the depic-
tion of human forms? (Only asking, yaar!)

One is, gentle reader, aware of the fact that there
is a movement to erase the name of Aurangzeb
from existing avenues in New Delhi and to demol-
ish a mosque he supposedly built over the site of a
Hindu temple in Varanasi. Yes, history is written
by the victors and any ideology opposed to
Aurangzeb’s tyrannical reign would want him
erased from it.

He did execute Sikh gurus after imprisoning his
father and murdering his brothers. So, not a very
nice dude? The record of his deeds should in no
sense be erased from history — but glorifying
memorials and street names? Are there any mon-
uments to Judas in the Vatican?

Perusing the glorious art in this V&A display, it
was natural to wonder where these artefacts and
paintings came from. Perhaps, and most logically,
they were borrowed in great part, from Indian
museums and collections?

The entire display, in a single collection, appears
as a proud part of Indian history. There is in the
exhibits not a hint or trace of Mughal political tri-
umphalism. The exhibition should be seen as a
whole in India — but perhaps with the portrait of
Aurangzeb “cancelled”.

Subhani

Farrukh
Dhondy

DON’T SHOW WEAKNESS
WWEE  KKEEEEPP making the same mistakes
in the wake of Pak-instigated terror
attacks in terms of our response to
them. We start beating the drum that
we know it is Pakistan who is respon-
sible for the attack. But instead of that
what we should have done is complet-
ed our investigations, finalised our
plans and within a few days made an
offensive strike against the terror
camps in PoK or sites in Pakistan for
which we have evidence that they
were involved in the present terror
attack or terror operations in general.
The more time we give to the terrorist
organisations and Pakistan by tom-
toming we will do this and that the
more we help them build defensive
positions against action by ourselves.

SS..  KKaammaatt
Mysuru

NO REAL ESTATE
TTHHEE  HHAARRAASSSSMMEENNTT of Kashmiri stu-
dents and other innocent people from
the region in retaliation to the events
in Pahalgam is uncalled for. The anti-
Muslim rhetoric that is being spewed
even by mainstream television chan-
nels is the reason why they are being
seen as the “enemy”. Kashmir cannot
be treated as a valuable piece of real
estate we want without the Kashmiri
people. State governments under the
directions of the Centre must take the
safety concerns of Kashmiris seriously
and issue warnings to the offenders.
But the government must first put an
end to the numerous hate-filled social
media posts from important leaders
and organisations hell bent on pursu-
ing the communal agenda.

AAnntthhoonnyy  HHeennrriiqquueess
Mumbai

Mohan
Guruswamy
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PAHALGAM TERROR ATTACK

Reforming the IAS Route
The Civil Services exam system needs urgent reform to prevent youth from wasting  

prime years in repeated attempts, as well as to prioritise idealism and efficiency

The Civil Services results have 
just been declared, and the pho-
tographs and interviews of the 
successful candidates are being 

flashed across newspapers, fuelling the 
civil service dream of millions. It is indeed 
a great day for those who have made it, 
and they deserve all the congratulations 
for their resilience, determination, intel-
ligence, and hard work. At the same time, 
there are hundreds of thousands who have 
not succeeded, and they are anxiously 
wondering about their future. For some, 
the portals of a life of meaning and pur-
pose have been opened, but for others, 
it is a depressing moment, and they are 
feeling lost.

After reading the interviews of the 
selected candidates, I was surprised to 
find that most of them had succeeded 
after several attempts—perhaps even four 
to five. There was hardly anyone who had 
made it in the first attempt. This disturbed 
me. It is true that it is one of the toughest 
exams, with less than a thousand getting 
selected out of several lakhs who write 
the exam. Still, I feel that there should be 
a much larger percentage of candidates 
who succeed in the first attempt. When 
I was selected for the IAS in 1978, there 
were a significant number of candidates 
who qualified in the first attempt, and I 
wonder why this is not happening any-
more. The nature of the exam needs to be 
reviewed to address this anomaly.

When I wrote the IAS and succeeded 
in the first attempt, I joined the service 
at the age of 22. This gave me 38 years of 
working life. Today, with candidates mak-
ing it after several attempts and getting 
selected near the age of 30, their career 
span is considerably shortened to about 
30 years. The topmost position in the IAS 
is that of the Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India or Chief Secretary in the 
State. Even today, officers make this grade 
after serving for about 32–33 years. This 
means that a large number of current offi-
cers, who are getting in at a late age, will 
never make this grade. It would be ironic 
if even the candidate who is among the 
toppers does not reach the highest post in 
the service because she retires before that. 
This is not a healthy sign. It can be hugely 
de-motivating. Further, it can create a feel-

ing among such candidates that there is no 
point excelling at work because the highest 
level of the service will not be reached by 
them. I fear that some may deviate from 
the desired path and believe in making hay 
while the sun shines.

I remember that when I got into the 
IAS, the minimum age for the exam was 
21 years for all, and the maximum for gen-
eral candidates was 26, with the reserved 
categories getting a couple of years more. 
Now, I find that though the minimum 
age remains the same, the maximum 
age limit for general candidates has been 
raised to 32, while it is 35 and 37 for the 
OBCs and SC/STs respectively. This, to my 
mind, creates a problem, which is further 
accentuated by the fact that the number of 
attempts allowed has been exponentially 
increased. In our time, we were permitted 
a maximum of three attempts. Today, I 
find that a general candidate is allowed six 
attempts, with OBCs getting three more, 
and it is unlimited in the case of SC/STs. 
The net result is that young boys and girls 
keep toiling for the Civil Services exam 
year after year and spend the best part of 
their lives doing this. If, at the end of the 
day, they do not succeed, then they are 
left in the lurch, with no other reward-
ing career options available. They become 
overage for various jobs, and it is perhaps 
too late for them to acquire a professional 
degree that would make them employable 
elsewhere. Their future becomes dark, and 

they have to look for jobs far below their 
potential, which frustrates them—and 
many fall into the grip of depression.

Today, there are a large number of 
stimulating career options available, and 
there is no reason why the youth of this 
country should spend their prime years 
repeatedly attempting the Civil Services 
examination. Civil service is not the only 
route to success in life. Not being able to 
clear the Civil Services exam is not an 
indicator of the potential and ability of 
a person.

Moreover, getting into the Civil Ser-
vices at a late age presents another prob-
lem area. When a person has crossed the 
age of thirty, his value system and ethical 
framework have already been formed. It 
is very difficult to mould him differently. 
The Civil Services require not only a dif-
ferent aptitude but a completely different 
mindset and attitude. Service to the peo-
ple has to be the overriding motivation 
of a civil servant. I remember joining the 
IAS at 22, almost fresh from college, full 
of enthusiasm and the belief that one can 
change the world. Beyond thirty, there is 
no denying that a person becomes more 
worldly-wise and has often seen so much 
of the realities of the world that there is no 
place left for unbridled idealism, which, in 
my opinion, must be the discerning qual-
ity of a civil servant.

In light of the above discussion, I am 
of the firm conviction that the maximum 

age for the Civil Services should in no case 
exceed 28 for general candidates, and an 
exemption of a year or two can be given to 
the OBCs/SC/STs. Further, the maximum 
number of attempts allowed to a general 
candidate should be three, with one addi-
tional attempt for the other categories.

Further, I strongly feel that the sylla-
bus for the Civil Services exam needs to 
be urgently reviewed. The current sylla-
bus is far too exhaustive and expects the 
candidate to memorise almost everything 
under the sun. This should be changed 
because this is one of the main reasons 
why a candidate has to study for years 
before he can even think of clearing the 
exam. For instance, there is no need to 
have three General Studies papers. Two 
would be quite sufficient, and they also 
should have a manageable and defined 
scope. In addition, the question papers 
should offer options and not make it man-
datory to attempt all questions. There is 
a fourth General Studies paper on eth-
ics which can be removed. I would be the 
first person to advocate for the relevance 
of ethics for civil servants, but having a 
paper on it in the entrance examination 
does not help. Ethics should be an impor-
tant part of the training curriculum at the 
service academies.

The essay paper should remain, as also 
one optional subject. However, I feel that 
the relative weightage of the personal-
ity test should be increased. You can now 
be interviewed in any of the recognized 
languages, and so there is no elitist bias 
in this. Moreover, at the prelims stage, in 
addition to the General Studies papers, the 
Civil Services Aptitude Test (CSAT) paper 
should also be added to the score and not 
be just a qualifying paper. The scheme of 
the paper can be reviewed to ensure that it 
does not unduly favour any group.

We need the best to enter the Civil 
Services. The exam should be such that 
it makes this happen without making a 
candidate spend more than five years of 
his youth preparing for it. The scheme of 
the exam should be such that it does not 
deter deserving candidates from having 
a shot at it. There is a need for an urgent 
review of the Civil Services exam scheme 
and pattern.

Views expressed are personal

SUMMER 
SIEGE

India’s cities are hurtling towards a dan-
gerous climatic tipping point. For the 
third summer in a row, the country is 
witnessing prolonged heatwaves and 
record-breaking temperatures across 

major urban centers. The Indian Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has already issued red 
alerts for states like Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, 
and Delhi-NCR, as maximum temperatures 
soar beyond 45°C. While rural India has long 
borne the brunt of nature’s fury, it is urban 
India—crowded, chaotic, and concrete—that 
is fast emerging as the frontline of the cli-
mate crisis. The phenomenon of urban heat 
islands, where temperatures in cities are sig-
nificantly higher than in nearby rural areas, is 
now a lived reality for millions. Poorly venti-
lated concrete buildings, asphalt roads, and a 
severe lack of green cover have turned India’s 
cities into pressure cookers during the sum-
mer months. A recent study by the Centre for 
Science and Environment revealed that over 
70 Indian cities now report heat differentials 
of 4–6°C compared to their surroundings, 
severely impacting public health, productivity, 
and basic urban life. Yet, this escalating urban 
climate emergency has not been matched by 
proactive policy reform or targeted mitigation 
strategies.

While governments at both central and 
state levels have taken some steps—such as 
issuing heatwave warnings and providing tem-
porary relief shelters—these measures remain 
reactionary, insufficient, and often too little, 
too late. India’s urban infrastructure is funda-
mentally unprepared to handle the growing 
intensity of extreme weather events. Slums 
and informal housing—where more than 100 
million urban Indians reside—are most vul-
nerable. These settlements lack insulation, 
access to potable water, or even basic health-
care access, making residents extremely sus-
ceptible to heatstroke and dehydration. Power 
grids routinely collapse under the burden of 
increased demand for air conditioning and 
cooling systems, while water shortages worsen 
as reservoirs dry up. Despite the increasing 
frequency of such conditions, few cities have 
a working Heat Action Plan (HAP). Those 
that do—like Ahmedabad, which pioneered 
India’s first HAP in 2013—often struggle with 
enforcement, public awareness, and coordi-
nation across agencies. Meanwhile, urban 
expansion continues unabated, with rampant 
deforestation and unchecked construction 
erasing any chance of environmental balance. 
The push for smart cities has largely priori-
tized digital infrastructure over climate-smart 
infrastructure, further exposing the short-
sightedness of our urban development vision.

India cannot afford to be passive in the 
face of this mounting threat. The blueprint 
for a climate-resilient urban future must be 
rooted in long-term structural reforms and 
community-centric planning. Cities must 
urgently adopt green building codes that 
mandate the use of reflective materials, better 
insulation, and ventilation. Expanding urban 
green spaces—parks, tree-lined roads, green 
rooftops—is not just aesthetically desirable, 
but a scientific necessity. Rainwater harvest-
ing, urban wetlands, and sustainable drain-
age systems must be integrated into new and 
existing city plans. Furthermore, heatwave 
management must move beyond advisories to 
institutionalised preparedness: early warning 
systems, emergency cooling centers, and com-
munity health outreach need to be scaled up. 
Funding for municipal bodies must be tied to 
their performance on climate indicators, and 
inter-departmental coordination must become 
the norm rather than the exception. This sum-
mer is not an outlier—it is the beginning of a 
new normal. India’s urban policy must now 
evolve to reflect this truth. We need to stop 
treating heatwaves as seasonal inconveniences 
and start treating them as climate disasters. 
Because if this summer teaches us anything, 
it’s that the climate clock for our cities is tick-
ing fast—and we’re already behind.

When a person 
has crossed the 
age of 30, his 
value system and 
ethical framework 
have already 
been formed;  
it is very difficult 
to mould  
him/her differently

A Nation Mourns
The dastardly terror attack in Pahalgam has eviscerated the peace in J&K — we  

need action, accountability, and strengthened solidarity with the people

If you told me a few months ago that 
picturesque Pahalgam would be the 
site of unimaginable carnage, I would 
have scoffed. There was nothing to 

indicate that just over six months later, 
26 innocent people would be mercilessly 
gunned down by terrorists. It’s incongru-
ous to associate the serene Baisaran mead-
ows of Pahalgam with the comforting blue 
waters of Lidder River running nearby, and 
the region guarded by the magnanimous 
Pir Panjal mountains, with savage terror 
and bloodshed. The balmy hospitality of 
the people, the jovial ponywallahs, the 
cool touch of the winds and the waters — 
I was lucky to have witnessed Kashmiri-
yat at its best.

The April 22 terror attack not only tar-
geted Hindus, it also laid siege on the peace 
and prosperity that was gradually return-
ing to Jammu and Kashmir. After years of 
relative calm, this dastardly act brought 
back decades-old dread and disquietude. 
25 tourists from different parts of India 
— some working overseas and back home 
on vacation, several current and former 
government employees and security per-
sonnel, some on long-cherished family 
holidays, one on honeymoon — and a 
local ponywallah trying to save tourists, 
paid with their lives in this inscrutable 
incident. This attack that left women and 
children unharmed, choosing only Hindu 
men, was a calculated message to J&K and 
the nation — Kashmir can bleed again. We 
would be remiss to not also see the divi-
sive nature of the attack. Terror attacks 
propelled by religion are only meant to 
cause a divide between communities. Ter-
rorists are agents of chaos who revel in 
instilling fear and instigating hate. Their 
end goal and long-term mission is to turn 
neighbour against neighbour. In a diverse 
nation like ours, today matters of religion 
are a tinderbox. It can get you thrown out 
of residential quarters, cancelled on social 
media, and on a particularly unlucky day, 
religion can even get you killed.

The Pahalgam terror attack cannot be 
allowed to achieve its goal of heighten-
ing communal tensions and increasing 
polarisation. Kashmiri students are alleg-
edly being harassed and evicted across 
India citing “security reasons” while big-
oted news anchors brayed for blood and 
Israel-like solution for Pakistan. There is 
no doubt that the perpetrators of this hor-
rific act must be brought to justice but let’s 
not absolve those in-charge of the security 
policy in the region. The attackers came 

dressed in army fatigues, carrying auto-
matic rifles, they were well-versed with 
the terrain, had planned escape routes, and 
most definitely, had local support.

The Resistance Front (TRF), purport-
edly an off-shoot of the Lashkar-e-Taiba 
that came into effect after the abrogation 
of Article 370 in August 2019, has claimed 
responsibility for the attack. Indian offi-
cials have said that the Indian army has 
exchanged fire with Pakistani soldiers in 
Kashmir. So far, the Indian government 
has done well to exercise restraint and yet 
taken bold decisions such as demoting dip-
lomatic relationship between both nations, 
repatriation of Pakistani military attaches, 
halting of the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty, 
and shutting down the Attari land-transit 
point. A war on Pakistan is not in our eco-
nomic, political, or social interest — war 
will decimate J&K as we know it and will 
take its toll on the entire country.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is right 
in promising that India will pursue the 
attackers till the ends of earth as we should; 

but there are several important questions 
that still need answering. Jammu and 
Kashmir would be one of the most mili-
tarily guarded regions in India; so how did 
this security breach take place? We don’t 
have exact numbers of the strength of the 
armed forces but reports suggest anywhere 
between 1.68 lakh personnel as noted in 
2019 to over 3 lakh now including CAPFs 
(Central Armed Police Forces). When I 
visited Pahalgam last year, around the 5th 
anniversary of the abrogation of Article 
370 and ahead of the state elections, there 
were armed personnel everywhere. It was 
quite unnerving for a civilian like me to 
casually buy my bread and snacks along 
with security personnel in army fatigues. 
Every few yards, there were armed person-
nel walking around with a rifle in hand. 
Was security tightened around the abroga-
tion anniversary and because polls were in 
sight and the Amarnath Yatra was under-
way? Was the security bandobast currently 
reduced after the newly anointed Union 
Territory got its first elected government? 

This act of terrorism happened just over a 
month before the Amarnath Yatra, when, 
as per the government, the security was 
temporarily dialled down.

There must be accountability for the 
security lapses and intelligence failures that 
even allowed such a deadly act to transpire. 
We need a plan for creating reformed secu-
rity protocols that serve as effective deter-
rents. We don’t need clarion calls for war 
or dramatic filmy dialogues — the citi-
zens of India need to feel safe, we need to 
stand in solidarity with our brothers and 
sisters in Kashmir who have been sitting in 
vigils and professing their dissent against 
this attack. The terrifying pictures and 
videos of that horrendous day when 26 
innocents were sacrificed on the altar of 
religion are etched in our minds. And so 
I share the pictures of the tranquil Pahal-
gam full of beauty, love, and Kashmiriyat 
— let’s also remember these images as we 
use this time to mourn, heal, and stand 
united as a nation.

Views expressed are personal

The tranquil Pahalgam, which was brimming with beauty, love, and Kashmiriyat before the attack, should give us strength to recuperate 
and stand united as a nation�  IMAGE COURTESY: SHUTAPA PAUL 

The nature of the exam needs to be reviewed to ensure that more candidates qualify in 
their first attempt

We don’t need 
clarion calls for 
war or dramatic 
filmy dialogues 
— the citizens 
of India need 
to feel safe, we 
need to stand in 
solidarity with 
our brothers and 
sisters in Kashmir 
who have been 
sitting in vigils 
and professing 
their dissent 
against  
this attack

DearEditor

This is in reference to the editorial, ‘A paean to 
Humanity’. We assumed that dark days of terror 
in the valley were over but Pahalgam is a chilling 
reminder that we were wrong. It is the deadliest 
attack on tourists since militancy began in the 
valley in the 90s and first since article 370 was 
abrogated in 2019. We have witnessed record 
terrorist footfall in the valley in the last two years, a 
significant sign of normalcy was there to see but all 
will fall apart now. It is a huge intelligence failure 
on the part of our agencies and the government 
must find the root cause of intelligence failure.

— BAL GOVIND, NOIDA via email
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