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Deep rot
With the SIR thoroughly vitiated, CEC

Gyanesh Kumar must resign
T he investigation by The Indian Express in-

to the Election Commission of India’s

(ECD) functioning during its Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) shows that the disquiet over
what transpired under Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar’s watch is not limited to ci-
vil society, the media and the Opposition. It ran
through the ECI itself, as Election Commissioners
(EC) Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi object-
ed on record at least 14 times between October
2025 and August 2026 to decisions, many of
which, they said, were taken without their know-
ledge. Their dissent mirrors what many have long
said about the SIR. In May, Mr. Joshi had warned
that Form 6, the application for new electors,
could not be altered without the government
amending the rules. Yet, in July, the form con-
tained questions on whether the applicants or
their parents or grandparents figured in the “elec-
toralroll of the last SIR”, which Mr. Sandhu called
“unauthorised and illegal”. The ECs also flagged
the centralisation of the electoral roll database,
sought an audit, and recorded that field officials
lacked complete access to the ERONet portal. This
mirrors what local election officials had com-
plained of: that many of the changes in the rolls
were done at the central database level overriding
Electoral Registration Officers, the statutory auth-
ority on voters’ eligibility.

The consequences of the anomalies in the ECI’s
decision-making and its functioning were the
deepest in West Bengal. About 60 lakh electors
were flagged for software-generated “logical dis-
crepancies” — many were dubious — and 27 lakh
names were deleted. Of the 38 lakh appeals pend-
ing before tribunals, 16.1 lakh were by those seek-
ing to remove voters whom judicial officers had
included; Mr. Sandhu’s question of who author-
ised filing them on the ECI's behalf remains unan-
swered. Meanwhile, over nine in 10 appeals
against deletion decided so far have restored the
electors, which suggests that the exercise struck
offlakhs of genuine voters before the West Bengal
elections. The Hinduw’s analysis also revealed that
24 of the 70 seats in Delhi now have fewer electors
in draft rolls than those who actually voted just a
year and a halfago. On Wednesday, Justice Dipan-
kar Datta, as part of a two-judge Bench, held in his
opinion that the 2023 Act’s replacement of the
CJ1, whom the Anoop Baranwal judgment had
placed on the selection panel, with a Union Minis-
ter, fails the “perception test”. It was this panel
that chose Mr. Kumar as CEC. Regrettably, the Su-
preme Court had earlier upheld the SIR without
adequately confronting its design, which deletes
electors before verification and places the burden
of proving eligibility on the citizen rather than the
state, thereby defeating the constitutional gua-
rantee of universal adult franchise. Mr. Kumar
must resign and the Court must halt further dele-
tions until the roll database is audited. Anything
less will be a defeat for India’s democracy.

Trading smart
India-NZ FTA shows how smaller deals
can complement big-bang trade pacts

T he India-New Zealand Free Trade Agree-

ment (FTA), set to come into force on Oc-
tober 20, is a good example of why India
is right in simultaneously pushing for trade deals
with smaller trade partners along with the major
global economies. On the face of it, it would be
easy to dismiss the $1.1 billion of bilateral goods
trade between the two countries as being less
than 1% of India’s total goods trade. A doubling by
2030, as envisaged under the deal, is still a mi-
nuscule amount. Yet, trade is not simply a ma-
croeconomic indicator. It is also a source of liveli-
hood for lakhs of businesses, nearly half of which
are micro, small, and medium enterprises. These
exporters need all the help that they can get in
the current trade environment. Adverse develop-
ments related to tariffs or the closure of trade
routes can be mitigated to an extent by a nimble
rerouting of trade to other countries where In-
dian exporters receive an advantage. With 100%
U.S. tariffs looming and a trade deal with Wash-
ington remaining elusive, India needs to open up
as many alternative channels for its exporters as
possible. The New Zealand FTA delivers — India
has managed to receive duty-free access on 100%
of its exports, a historic concession. India has a
good mix of capital- and labour-intensive exports
to New Zealand that stand to benefit. Textiles
make up about 14% of India’s exports, while
pearls and semi-precious stones constitute
another 5% or so. On the capital-intensive side,
one-third of India’s exports are pharmaceuticals,
parts of nuclear reactors, vehicular parts, miner-
al fuels, electrical machinery, and iron and steel.
India has also done well in its handling of sen-
sitive sectors. While the opening up of India’s dai-
Ty sector was a major demand by the New Zea-
land negotiators, India held firm and excluded it
from the deal. In total, nearly 30% of India’s im-
port lines have been kept outside the tariff con-
cessions. On labour mobility, India has won some
valuable concessions on visas for workers and
students. At a time when several western coun-
tries are clamping down on foreign worker in-
flows, such alternative routes provide relief. India
has also extracted a commitment from New Zea-
land to facilitate investments of $20 billion in In-
dia over 15 years, smaller but along the same lines
as in the agreement with the EFTA bloc. India
needs foreign investment not just for its econom-
ic growth but also to manage its balance of pay-
ments. This FTA is a good blueprint on how India
can use its growing international heft to negotiate

overwhelmingly in its favour.
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India and the plausible multilateralism of BRICS

RICS gatherings always trigger heated

debates in India. The primary reason

is the importance that the strategic

and policymaking community,
comprising both optimists and sceptics, attaches
to this platform, of which India is an integral
pillar. While optimists argue that BRICS could
function as an institution capable of
multipolarising the global order, or expediting
that transition, sceptics highlight the grouping’s
internal divisions and worry about its possible
domination by Russia and China. A third group
writes off BRICS altogether, dismissing it as little
more than an annual gathering that generates
strategic noise. They argue that India should be
wary of close association with the grouping and
instead focus on preserving and expanding its
partnership with the United States, which, in
their view, is the only viable path to India’s rise.

The 18th BRICS summit, held in New Delhi on

September 12-13, 2026, attracted greater national
and global attention because of its timing and
location. It was the first BRICS annual summit
since the U.S. and Israel launched their
unprovoked war against Iran, in India’s extended
neighbourhood, on February 28, 2026. The
summit, which brought together the Presidents of
Iran, Russia and China, among other leaders, was
hosted by India, a close strategic partner of the
U.S. and Israel.

Consensus in Delhi

Despite its internal contradictions and the
broader chaos enveloping international politics,
the summit can be seen as a success on multiple
levels. That New Delhi could forge a consensus
among the 11 member-countries, including the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Iran, which are
involved in an undeclared conflict, was itself an
achievement. The Delhi Declaration shows that,
despite their differences and even disputes,
member-countries continue to find value in
supporting a BRICS worldview rooted in the
pursuit of a more representative global order.

The consensus was reached through
compromises by all parties. Consider India’s
position. Prime Minister Narendra Modi was in
Israel just two days before Israel and the U.S.
started bombing Iran. India initially refrained
from condemning the attacks or the assassination
of Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. This created an impression that New
Delhi was siding with the U.S. and Israel. India
also watched from the sidelines as Pakistan seized
on the diplomatic opening created by the war
and stepped in as a mediator between the U.S.
and Iran. But India quickly repositioned itself as a
traditional balancer in West Asia.

Multilateral platforms such as the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and BRICS
provided New Delhi with space to restore that
balancing posture without causing strategic
damage to its bilateral relationships. India
strongly endorsed the Bishkek resolution of the
SCO in September, condemning the strikes on
Iran and expressing condolences to the country

Stanly Johny

The very
structure of
BRICS offers
India space to
pursue strategic
autonomy amid
intensifying
great-power
rivalries

over the killing of Khamenei. It also hosted Iran’s
President Masoud Pezeshkian for the Delhi BRICS
summit, even as the war in West Asia grinds on.
‘The image of Mr. Modi walking hand in hand with
Mr. Pezeshkian is unlikely to fade any time soon
in Washington or Tel Aviv.

Second, while there is no immediate resolution
to the border problems with China, which
continue to simmer, there is momentum in
efforts to reset ties. Multilateral forums such as
BRICS provide a platform for India and China to
remain engaged even when high-level bilateral
visits are not taking place. Their differences are
not going to disappear; they have to learn to
manage their troubled relationship. History
suggests that a lack of engagement between
competing major powers can only deepen
mistrust, while deepening mistrust, combined
with the security dilemma stemming from their
competition, could have dangerous
consequences. So, it is important for India and
China to stay engaged, bilaterally and

become frontiers in great-power rivalries often
pay a huge price. If Pakistan’s story is not
instructive enough, there are two live battlefronts
that illustrate this every day — the UAE and
Ukraine.

The UAE and Iran would have been better off
dealing with each other than facing the situation
in which they currently find themselves. The
UAE-Iran bilateral meeting on the sidelines of
BRICS in Delhi marks an acknowledgment of this
lesson and a quest to use multilateral platforms to
address bilateral challenges. Ukraine, which,
backed by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO), has been fighting Russia for more than
four years, does not have any such platform to
maintain direct contact with Moscow — which
leaves Kyiv's diplomatic options totally
dependent on the whims and wishes of Brussels
and Washington.

India’s learning
This is not to argue that India should downgrade

creating for c itive

its with the U.S. The strategic

coexistence.

Third, on all the major global issues of the
present — artificial intelligence regulation, the
rules governing global trade and finance, climate
change, border conflicts, and the role and status
of multilateral bodies — BRICS members may
have different approaches and priorities, but they
converge on the point that unilateralism by any
bloc or power is detrimental to their interests and
to the planet.

‘The Washington predictability

The context in which the Delhi summit was held
is also crucial. The total predictability of the U.S.
approach — rather than the unpredictability that
some commentators labour to establish —
towards the rest of the world is that it does not
care much about anything other than its own
dominance. Several BRICS members have had
their own difficult experiences with the U.S., and
they are trying to chart their own paths forward.
India, a few months ago, was slapped with
varying tariffs by Washington. India was also one
of the countries most affected economically by
the U.S.-Israel war on Iran. On September 16, the
U.S. House passed the Russia sanctions Bill,
seeking to impose tariffs of up to 100% on
countries including India.

India’s foreign policy under Mr. Modi has been
interpreted by a section of the strategic
commentariat as an evident tilt towards the U.S.
camp. Statements by Mr. Modi himself in the
early years of his premiership that India had
overcome its “hesitation of history” in ties with
Washington gave further impetus to this view,
though there has also been the parallel official
formulation of ‘sabke sath’ foreign policy, or
multi-alignment. India has always had a more
complex view of history. And even if it has
overcome its “hesitation of history”, it has not
abandoned the hesitations of its strategic realism.

When India looks back at history and looks
around the world today, it sees that countries that

partnership with Washington is extremely
important for India’s progress and development,
but what India must not allow itself to become, at
any cost, is a frontline in the U.S.-China
competition. BRICS enables India to pursue that
path without having to champion an anti-U.S.
agenda or undermine its cooperation with
Washington. The U.S., which had come to terms
with India’s firm adherence to strategic
autonomy, has recently been pushing the
envelope to draw New Delhi into a more
subordinate relationship. For Washington, this is
an ongoing theme. But India should pursue
multiple pathways to its rise rather than succumb
to the temptations of unequal great-power
alliances.

While it is true that there are serious internal
divisions among BRICS members, there is also a
larger reality of external convergence of interests
among them. BRICS is not an organisation like
the G-7, where American primacy and the
western order are accepted by all
member-countries. Nor is it the case that every
multilateral or plurilateral grouping is converging
on all points.

The divisions within BRICS, to a certain extent,
prevent any one country from dominating the
grouping, while the external convergence of
interests — their shared belief that the post-war
international system is unfair and that a more
representative order should be built — could hold
the group together as it lays the foundations and
builds the blocks of a new order. The dialectical
relationship between internal contradictions and
external convergence could ultimately produce a
synthesis, which is increasingly evident in the
case of BRICS. The contradictions within are
therefore not a reason to question the grouping’s
existence; they are, in fact, part of the reason
why it should exist and flourish.

varghese.g@thehindu.co.in
stanly.johny@thehindit.co.in

Quality control and India’s manufacturing growth

global value chains and compete

internationally. To make this happen, the
Quality Control Order (QCO) reassessment
exercise needs to move forward.

Concerns over India’s QCOs and other
non-tariff barriers also surfaced during the WTO’s
eighth Trade Policy Review of India, held in july
2026, and were raised not only by major trading
partners such as the European Union and the
United States, but also by fellow BRICS members,
including Brazil, China and Indonesia.

The number of products covered under QCOs
expanded rapidly after 2019, from 88 products in
2019 to 765 by the end of December 2024.
However, the pace of expansion slowed
considerably towards the end of 2025. This was
driven by an important shift in the government’s
approach, with several QCOs being revoked or
suspended, particularly those covering
intermediate goods, as mandatory certification
had raised concerns about input availability, costs
and potential supply-chain disruptions.

l ndia needs firms that can grow, integrate into

The government’s new order
Recently, the government introduced the
Transition Facilitation (Quality Control) Order,
2026, notified by the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) on June 25,
2026. The order seeks to ease regulatory
bottlenecks by allowing eligible firms facing
difficulties in obtaining BIS Scheme-I certification
to source products temporarily from BIS
Scheme-II-licensed suppliers in specified sectors,
including toys, footwear and air conditioners.
Access to this transition mechanism is subject to
prescribed eligibility criteria and approval by a
committee constituted by the DPIIT.

These developments are welcome steps
towards reducing the risk that quality regulations
inadvertently disrupt supply chains or constrain
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India’s Quality
Control Order
(QCO) reset
must go further
in a changing
global

trade order

domestic manufacturing. More than 600
QCO-covered products remain to be reassessed,
including several critical intermediate inputs
used across key manufacturing sectors such as
chemicals, steel, textiles, machinery and
electronics, and rubber and plastics.

Existing regulations can place a
disproportionate burden on smaller industrial
players, both by constraining their access to
critical inputs and by imposing relatively high
compliance costs. Given the extensive
downstream linkages of these inputs, the next
phase of QCO rationalisation should focus
particularly on regulations affecting intermediate
goods and assess their implications not only for
product quality but also for input availability,
costs, competitiveness and domestic value
addition.

Findings of a recent study

In this regard, a recent CSEP study examined this
question in detail for firms that use chemicals.
Chemicals are critical intermediate inputs for
downstream sectors such as rubber and plastics,
pharmaceuticals and electronics, among others.
The first QCO for a chemical product was
introduced in 2018, and the number of chemical
products covered rose to 52 by 2024.
Consequently, the share of chemical-using firms
exposed to regulation on the input side rose from
11.8% in 2019 to 56.6% in 2024.

When examining the impact of QCOs on
chemicals on downstream user industries, the
study finds that the effects vary considerably by
firm size. Among larger firms, input QCOs are
associated with a 9.6% increase in production
alongside a sharp 37% decline in gross value
added (GVA). This suggests that while larger firms
can sustain and even expand output, this comes
at the cost of lower value addition, potentially
reflecting higher input costs and their ability to

pass on at least part of these costs through higher
output prices.

For smaller firms, input QCOs have no
statistically significant effect on production or
GVA but are associated with a steep 47.6% decline
in profitability. This points to their more limited
ability to absorb rising input costs and bear the
additional compliance costs associated with
QCOs.

The empirical evidence makes it clear that the
adverse effects of QCOs on key inputs are not
confined to smaller downstream firms. Even
larger firms, which are better placed to absorb
regulatory and input-cost shocks and are often
able to sustain production, can experience
significant declines in value addition.
Supply-chain implications should therefore
become an integral part of both the design of new
QCOs and the reassessment of existing ones.
Finally, the disproportionate burden on Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) requires
specific policy attention. Smaller firms need
dedicated assistance to meet certification and
compliance requirements, alongside
appropriately designed exemptions or transition
periods where compliance costs are particularly
burdensome.

Quality standards, greater scale

As India works towards the ambition of Viksit
Bharat 2047, achieving greater scale in
manufacturing will be critical. Quality standards
have an important role to play in that journey,
but their success should ultimately be judged not
by the number of products brought under
mandatory regulation, but by whether they
improve quality without constraining the scale,
efficiency and competitiveness of Indian
manufacturing.

The views expressed are personal
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Court’s message

The Supreme Court of
India’s observations on
singing all six stanzas of the
National Song, Vande
Mataram, while bringing
respite to lakhs of citizens,
rightly bring back the issue
to a fundamental
constitutional principle:
freedom of conscience

(Front page, September 23).
Respect for a national song,
may be encouraged, but it
need not be rammed down
a citizen’s throat. The
Court’s reference to the
Bijoe Emmanuel verdict —
in the far less problematic
National Anthem case, at
that — is a timely reminder
that a citizen may decline to

sing when doing so conflicts
with deeply held religious or
conscientious beliefs.
National symbols should
unite citizens, not place
their conscience on trial. A
democracy is secure
enough to distinguish
between disrespect and
conscientious dissent, and
between voluntary,

spontaneous patriotism and
compelled conformity. One
should not forget that there
is more to patriotism than
mere singing, sloganeering
and chest-thumping.

M. Jameel Ahmed,

Mysuru

Unsafe Delhi
It is horrendous that the

capital city has become
unsafe and dangerous for
women (“Delhi L-G directs
formation of ‘Pink Force’ to
curb crime”, September 23).
Unless stringent laws are
put in place and speedy
punishment is ensured for
perpetrators, such incidents
will continue to occur and
young lives scarred. It is the

confidence of perpetrators
that they can evade justice
that encourages them to
continue such abhorrent
and abominable acts.
Balagopal Gopinath,
Keerikkad, Alappuzha, Keralam
Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the postal address
and the full name.
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Limits of the casting vote at Tata Sons

n September 17, National Company Law
the board of Tata Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
Sons voted on a called the nominees’
third five-year affirmative vote
term for N. Chandrasekaran indispensable, which the top
as Executive Chairman. Mr. court later upheld in 2021.

h bstained Prasanth Raju Neither court had to decide
from voting voluntarily and ising i whether a casting vote can
the recorded result was four f:ev ;i?.:‘i:;a,::;:r‘g " curea split between the two
to one. Within hours the Tata | court. Views are nominees.

Trusts, owners of about 66% personal
of Tata Sons, called the Where the readings part
decision legally void. The Tata Sons relies on two legal
claim rests on how several opinions. Senior advocate
provisions of the Articles of Sudipto Sarkar has advised
Association, the company’s that a casting vote can break
rulebook, fit together. a tie between the nominees

With a 66% share, the as well as a board tie — that
Trusts could have packed the whoever presides may use it
board. Instead, under Article because Article 121 says
104B, the Sir Dorabji Tata Chairman, and not
Trust and the Sir Ratan Tata Chairman of the Board.
Trust act jointly and Justice B.N. Srikrishna, a
nominate one-third of the former Supreme Court
directors. So now, on a board judge, agrees and advised
of six, two seats are held by that since no majority could
Noel Tata and Venu be found between the
Srinivasan. nominees, the casting vote

Article 121 gives these ended the deadlock.
seats their weight; any However, the Trusts referred
matter the board decides by to a contrary opinion held
majority requires the by former Chief Justice D.Y.
affirmative vote of a majority Chandrachud.
of these nominated The company’s reading
directors. If the votes are has a textual footing: the
equal, the chairman has a words about equal votes do
casting vote. not say whose votes are

The chairmanship is built meant. But Article 121 has
in steps. A person must first two parts and they must be
be a director. A new read together. The first sets a
Chairman of the Board is condition: a majority of the
appointed under Article 118, Trusts” nominees must
subject to the voting support the decision. The
requirement in Article 121 second breaks a tie when the
(whether it also governs a board is evenly split. The
reappointment is disputed). board as a whole was not
Only a Chairman may be evenly divided; the only split
made Executive Chairman was between the two
under Article 105(b). nominees. With two

On September 17, the A mutual . nominees, a majority means
nominees split — Mr. settlement is both. When Justice
Srinivasan for and Mr. Tata preferred to a Srikrishna says no majority
against. Harish Manwani, an lengthy could be found, it means
independent director litigation, which that the condition was not
chairing the item in Mr. cmiral i met. The company’s readin
Chandrasekaran’s place, ml{Jd Spir al into uses the ﬁe-brgak);o make ¢
reportedly used a casting uncertainty up for it. The Trusts’ reading
vote in favour. aboul< the gives each part its own role.

In the Mistry groups If both nominees support a
litigation in 2019, the leadership decision and the other four

directors divide evenly, the
board is tied three all, and
the casting vote settles it.

Other parts of the
rulebook support this
reading. Articles 104B, 86
and 118 resolve any
difference between the two
Trusts by a majority of their
trustees, never by the chair
of a board meeting.

Defending these rules
against Mr. Mistry in 2019,
Tata Sons itself argued that
where the Articles require
the support of particular
directors, a decision passes
only if those directors agree.
Here, those are the two
Trust nominees. Mr.
Manwani is an independent
director; on the Trusts’
reading, his casting vote
cannot stand in for their
agreement. The minutes of
the meeting Mr. Tata has
produced record the
February 2022 extension of
Mr. Chandrasekaran’s
tenure as made under
Article 118, and Article 118 is
itself subject to Article 121.

The advisers argue, with
some force, that no
selection committee was
needed for a
reappointment, and that Mr.
Chandrasekaran’s August
letter (wherein he detailed
he did not wish to hold the
post) did not bind him.
Neither point changes
Article 121's arithmetic: with
both nominees present, the
required majority was two.

Only a director can be
chairman, so directorship
matters. The August general
meeting was adjourned for
want of a quorum before
shareholders could consider
Mr. Chandrasekaran’s
reappointment.

‘The Trusts are weighing
legal proceedings. A mutual
settlement is preferred to a
lengthy litigation, which
could spiral into uncertainty
about the group’s
leadership.

Delhi’s infra-governance problem

very year, news of

an infrastructural

disaster in Delhi

taking precious
student lives sends
shock-waves across the
nation. Investigations into
enforcement of building
bye-laws, suspension of
officials, and arrest of
landlords gain momentum
for some time and slowly
settle down until yet
another year invokes a fresh
infrastructural horror. It is
Satya Niketan now, it was a
flooded basement in
Rajinder Nagar two years
ago. Delhi houses millions of
students who move to the
city either to join premier
institutes or to prepare for
competitive government
exams. This influx of
students has created a
sprawling ecosystem of
largely unregulated Paying
Guest (PG) accommodations
and coaching centres.

PGs have over time
transformed from an extra
room in a house rented out
for extra cash to full-blown
commercial establishments.
Moreover, several coaching
centres also operate in
certain floors of buildings
marked as residential
establishments. This
changes the nature and
use-type of the building
from residential to partly or
wholly commercial and
ideally makes them subject
to a completely different set
of safety norms. Municipal
laws, regulations and
bye-laws govern safety
norms for residential and
commercial buildings in the
Union Territory but there is
asignificant enforcement
gap which is unable to
identify/accommodate these
hybrid establishments.
Regulations that would
typically apply to similar
establishments such as
schools and college hostels
are not directly applicable
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PGs and
coaching
institutes need
to be recognised
as a separate
category of
mixed-use
educational
buildings under
municipal and
urban local
body regulations

to these establishments.
Therefore, PGs and coaching
institutes need to be
recognised as a separate
category of mixed-use
educational buildings under
municipal and urban local
body regulations.

Delhi’s regulatory
framework is split across the
Master Plan of Delhi (MPD),
the Unified Building
Bye-Laws (UBBL) and the
Ministry of Education’s 2024
coaching centre guidelines.
Together, they create an odd
mismatch between the law
on paper and the way it
actually functions. The MPD
does not specifically
mention PGs, and while the
'UBBL recognises coaching
centres as an educational
building, development
controls prescribed under
the bye-laws are not
applicable to coaching
centres. The Guidelines lack
teeth and cover only broad
infrastructural
requirements. Thus, the
regulatory landscape falls
severely deficient in
accounting for the
on-ground realities of the
city, especially student-
focused areas such as
Rajinder Nagar, Mukherjee
Nagar and Satya Niketan.

The road ahead

The regulatory landscape
needs to solve for two gaps —
one, the absence of
substantive safety standards
for mixed-use educational
buildings, and two, the lack
of routine enforcement.
Both the Delhi Development
Authority and the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi need to
acknowledge coaching
centres and PGs as a
separate category of
land-use. Specific standards
applicable to such mixed-use
educational buildings need
to be developed prescribing
requirements such as
appropriate protection

against fire hazards, safe
exits, minimum floor area
per person, maximum
capacity of a mixed-use
building etc. Individuals
aiming to open a PG or
coaching centre may
register the building in this
separate category.

To enable enforcement, it
is essential to note that the
prescription of blanket
minimum standards with
little recourse for correction
may encourage rent-seeking
and by-passing of regulatory
requirements through illegal
means. Accordingly, an
enforcement mechanism
needs to be established
which provides support to
building owners to enable
them to ensure compliance
with the prescribed
minimum standards. The
following process may be
followed to ensure
compliance: a building
safety task force or
district-level committee
with State oversight must be
created consisting of
representatives from urban
local bodies; periodic audit
of mixed-use educational
buildings must be
conducted; a compliance
resolution plan which
highlights compliance gaps
and whether such gaps are
capable of being addressed
should be drawn up (in
cases where the flagged
gaps are alarming the
building may be shut down
immediately); and periodic
annual reports must be
submitted by the safety task
force to the State
government showcasing the
number of buildings shut
down and the number of
buildings rehabilitated.

It is time to re-evaluate
urban governance models
and regulatory
infrastructure; preferably
before the next headline of
an infrastructural disaster
devouring young lives.

The backdrop in which the US. Fed raised interest rate

Inflation in the US. hit a peak in May; at 4.2%, after which it climbed down to 34% —

far above the Federal Reserve's target of 2%

| DATA POINT

Nitika Francis

n September 16, the U.S.
0 Federal Reserve raised the

short-term interest rate —
its main policy rate, broadly com-
parable to the Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s repo rate — for the first time in
three years, by 25 basis points
from a range of 3.5% to 3.75% to a
range of 3.75% to 4%.

Chart 1 shows the short-term
interest rate, also called the federal
funds rate, seeing its first increase
this month after being brought
down a few times since 2023.

Coming ahead of the mid-term
polls in the U.S., the interest rate
hike disappointed supporters of
President Donald Trump as its cur-
rent Chair Kevin Warsh was hand-
picked by Mr. Trump, who has
been vociferous in his opposition
to increases in the interest rate.

Soon after the announcement
about the increase, Mr. Trump
took to Truth Social to register his
opposition and said the interest
rate “should be 1% or less” and ar-
gued that higher rates have al-
lowed other countries to benefit.

However, multiple indicators
that influence each other show
that the increase was almost inev-
itable. The key indicator is the in-
flation rate that has not come
down to acceptable limits since
the beginning of the war the U.S.
and Israel started with Iran earlier
this year. Long-term bond yields,
pushed up by inflation fears and
by heavy government borrowing,
added to the pressure on the Fed
as holding the rates risked signall-
ing that it was going soft on
inflation.
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As per the Consumer Price In-
dex data released for August, over-
allinflation in the States continued
to be at 3.4% in August. Chart 3
depicts the U.S’s rate of inflation
throughout 2026.

The sharpest jump in inflation
took place in March, after the be-
ginning of the U.S.-Israel war with
Iran in February.

Inflation in the U.S. hit a peak in
May, at 4.2%, after which it
climbed down to 3.4%, still far
above the Federal Reserve’s 2%
target, which it measures using the
Personal Consumption Expendi-
tures (PCE) price index.

Meanwhile, the benchmark 10-
year U.S. Treasury bond yields also
started increasing after the Iran
contlict, resulting in higher bor-
rowing costs for the government.

Chart 2 shows the increase,
which was seen in other major
economies as well. While the chart
shows monthly data till August,
the yield on the 10-year bonds
crossed the key threshold of 5% on
September 14.

Putt

White Hol

Japan's yield

United
Rising debt 4
One of the factors influencing the
markets to drive the long-term
bond yields up is the public debt of
the U.S., which is increasing at a
rate faster than the growth of its 2
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
The country’s debt-to-GDP ratio
saw sharp rises in 2008, during
the housing finance crisis, and its

ing out fires

Tough times: U.S. President Donald Trump shakes
hands with Federal Reserve Chair Kevin Warsh in the 2

use in Washington, D.C. REUTERS

CHART 2: The long-term bond yields of some other key
economies have also gone up along with that of the U.S.

hit 2.94%, the highest since 1998
Kingdom
Y

European Union

United States
——322 2

T

5.25-5.5%

The data for the charts were sourced from Federal Reserve Economic Data (by the Research Department at the Federal
Reserve Bank of St. Louis) and USAspending.gov

CHART 1: The increase in the short-term interest rate by the ULS.
Federal Reserve for the first time since July 2023

\

The interest rate increase was
mainly to address inflation, which
continues to remain above the
targeted level

\\ 3.75-4%

4
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they ever expected.
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CHART 3: As fuel prices soared after the war began, inflation in
the U.S. accelerated and hit retail and food prices, and is much
higher than the Fed’s target of 2%

Year-on-year % change in inflation

The sharpest jump in inflation

July 2026

he said.
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. Was no water on mas

north polar cap.”

over the north pole.

SEPTEMBER 24, 1976

Mars may have more water

Pasadena (California), September 23: Mars is like
a giant ice-lollipop packed with vast quantities of
frozen water — and it might even possess more
water than earth, according to U.S. scientists.
Viking project scientists here said the martian

been found to contain huge

amounts of water ice and the rest of the red
planet’s rocky surface might be a thin blanket
over an enormous ice sheet.

nt of the Viking space probe

findings ended a long-standing dispute over
whether martian polar caps might be composed
of frozen carbon dioxide instead of water ice.
The experts made it clear at a press
conference there was more water on mars than

“Mars can perhaps be described as an iceberg
floating in a sea of rock and the north pole is the
top,” said Dr. Barney Famer, head of the Viking
Water Vapour Mapping Team.

Dr. William McElroy, an atmospheric scientist,
said it was possible there was more water in
various forms on mars than on earth,
“"Everywhere you look on mars you see water,”

“There was a time when we thought there

rs,” Viking project scientist

Gerald Soffen told reporters. “Now we find there
are massive amounts of water frozen in the

The discovery was made when the orbiting
vehicle which carried the Viking landing craft to
mars made low, temperature reading passes

highest jump of more than 25 per- o
centage points was in 2020, during

24 ¥ took place in the month after the
M o beginning of the U.S.-Israel war
ﬂ_/\» with lran
~ 0 - T T ]
Jan. 1,2022 Jan. 1,2024 Aug. 1,2026 Jan. 2026 May 2026 Aug. 2026

A HUNDRED YEARS

the COVID-19 pandemic (Chart 4).

As of the first quarter of 2026,
debt was 122.6% of the country’s
GDP. This ratio is nearly twice of
what it was just 20 years ago, in
2006.

The cost of servicing the in-
creased debt is so high that the net

Mr. Warsh, along with 11 members
of the Federal Open Market Com-
mittee, made this decision to com-
bat inflation. “The plain fact is that
inflation is too high and has been
for too long,” he said at a press
conference.

™
K

interest by the U.S. go-
vernment (Chart 5) is higher than
its spending on Medicare, health,
and interestingly even defence —
‘which according to the Stockholm
International Peace Research Insti-
tute accounts for one-third of glo-
bal military spending.

61.55%

Jan. 1,2006

CHART 4: The U.S/s public debt is increasing at a rate faster
than the growth of its Gross Domestic Product

CHART 5: Net interest payments by the U.S. government is only
smaller than its social security expenditure. Values in $ billion

° 122.59%

Social security |

Netinterest | 1020

The country's debt-to-GDP ratio
saw sharp rises in 2008, during
the housing finance crisis, and its
highest jump in 2020, during the
COVID-19 pandemic

Jan. 1,2016 Jan. 1,2026
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The increased
interest

Income security | | 64 ‘;gﬁ”e”“
Veterans benefits 355 necessitated Hahmburg Tropical
and services issuance of
more bonds

Transportation |11 126

have been effected.

AGO SEPTEMBER 24, 1926

New cure for Malaria

Berlin, September 23: A new cure for Malaria, by
means of a synthetic preparation “Plasmochin”,
was explained at the Scientists’ and Doctors’
Congress at Duesseldorf. It was claimed that it
was more effective than quinine. Experiments
were at first conducted by Professor Shell on
lunatics who were specially infected with
malaria germs, after which “Plasmochin” was
successfully tested by Professor Muchlens of

Institute on over a hundred

victims of malaria from various parts of world.
In many cases, permanent cure is believed to
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Cost of Chandni

Daily fuel losses faced

Percentage growth

Decline in seafood

Percentage hike in DA

Chowk’s Town Hall

by oil firms as crude

recorded by retail

export value from

for employees notified

redevelopment

in X cr. Redevelopment
22 proposal for the Town

Hall situated in Delhi’s
Chandni Chowk has been initiated with an
estimate cost of 3225 crore. An MoU was
signed between the Delhi Tourism and
Transportation Development Corporation
and the Municipal Corporation of Delhi. eri

prices surge sector in August

in ¥ crore. Indian Oil
Corporation, Bharat

Petroleum Corporation
Ltd and Hindustan C i

in per cent. India’s retail sector
maintained a steady trajectory

in August, recording a 10%

Ltd are losing 28 a litre on petrol and %9 on
diesel, while under-recoveries on LPG
stand at about 3300 a cylinder. The daily
loss to OMCs is estimated at 530 crore. eri

India growth, according

y year p
to a survey. Building on July’s recovery,
stable consumer demand across regions
and categories indicates strong industry
preparation for the festive peak. 1

Odisha to West Asia

by Punjab govt.

in per cent. The export
14 value of fish, shrimp and
® other seafood items

from Qdisha to the West Asia region
declined by 14.57% in 2025-26, resulting in
a loss of approximately 223.40 crore,
Minister Gokulananda Mallik said on
Wednesday. en

in per cent. The Punjab government
8 notified an 8% increase in dearness

allowance for government
employees and pensioners. This reflects
the government’s commitment towards
the financial well-being of its employees
and pensioners, a statement said. 1
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How are road accident claims decided?

Who can file a motor accident claim? Who is liable to pay? When can an insurer be directed to pay and recover? Who can claim compensation for a deceased

EXPLAINER

Kartikey Singh
Barkha Dwivedi

The story so far:
ndia has the world’s largest road
network, spanning about 6.7
million kilometres, larger than the
U.S’s 6.59 million km and China’s
5.49 million km, but it also records the
world’s highest road fatalities.
Over-speeding and reckless driving, poor
road upkeep, inadequate driver training,
and weak emergency and trauma care
continue to make road crashes a severe
public-safety crisis.

According to the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways’ Road Accidents
in India 2024 report, 4,87,707 road
accidents in 2024 claimed 1,77,175 lives
(about 485 deaths a day or 20 an hour)
and injured 4,71,441 people. With road
crashes estimated to cost around 3.14% of
India’s GDP, their impact extends beyond
lost economic productivity, falling most
heavily on dependants of those killed or
permanently disabled. Yet, for many
claimants, courts’ quantification and
compensation awards remain difficult to
navigate.

‘What is the legal framework?

The Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 (MV Act) is
the principal law governing
motor-accident compensation. The MV
Act creates a statutory scheme covering
the entire accident chain, from regulation
and driver and owner duties to insurance,
liability, investigation, and compensation.
For adjudicating claims, Section 165
empowers State governments to
constitute Motor Accidents Claims
Tribunals (MACTS) for specified areas to
determine claims arising from
motor-vehicle accidents.

Under Section 166, a claim may be filed
by the injured person, the owner of
damaged property, or, in case of death,
by all or any of the deceased’s legal
representatives (LRs). The insurer, owner,
and driver are ordinarily parties to the
proceedings, as the Tribunal must
determine both the amount of
compensation and the party liable to pay
it. The claim is ordinarily first heard by
the MACT, which is the primary
fact-finding and compensation-awarding
forum. An appeal under Section 173 may
be filed before the High Court within 90
days, subject to the depositing of 25,000
or 50% of the awarded amount,
whichever is less. In determining liability,
the Tribunal typically examines the FIR
and chargesheet, site plan, Mechanical
Inspection Report, post-mortem report or
medical/disability records, insurance
policy, and the depositions of

i and the i igating officer,

etc.

Importantly, the same accident may
generate two distinct proceedings: a
criminal case for offences such as rash or
negligent driving, and a separate MACT
claim for compensation. As held by the
apex court in Reena v. Managing Director,
KSRTC (2026), an acquittal in the criminal
case does not affect the MACT
proceedings, since the two operate in
distinct legal spheres and apply different
“standards of proof”.

Who is liable to pay the
compensation?

Liability initially attaches to the negligent
driver and, vicariously, to the owner of
the offending vehicle. Where the vehicle
is insured, the insurer generally satisfies
the award. Section 146 mandates
compulsory third-party insurance, while
Section 150 requires insurers to satisfy
awards arising from third-party risks,

»

person? What are the four heads of compensation in a death case?

The compensation formula

The Supreme Court's framework breaks down compensation inito four heads before the final

amount is calculated

1 |Lossofdependency | ((Annual income + future prospects) ~deduction)] @
(Loss of income) multiplier
Flat conventional figure (base: 15,000; currently after
2. |Vossotestate 10% increase per 3 year: T18,150/-) ®
Flat conventional figure (base: 215,000; currently after
3/ | Funeralexpenses 10% increase per 3 year: 318,150/+) ©
Loss of consortium Flat conventional figure (base: 240,000; currently after
4 | (spousal/parental/ 10% increase per 3 year: 248,400/-) x Number of claim- (0)
filial) ants entitled to consortium
(A)* (B)+
TOTAL COMPENSATION
(©)+ (b)

Prepared as per the framework loid down by the Supreme Court in Sarla Verma (2009) and Pranay Sethi (2017)

Under Section 166, a claim may

be filed by the injured persos

the owner of damaged propert
or., in case of death, by any of the
deceased’s legal representatives

subject to limited defences under Section
150(2), including specified policy
breaches, unauthorised use, driving
without a valid licence, and
non-disclosure or misrepresentation in
obtaining the policy. Even where a
defence is established, courts may apply
the “pay and recover” principle, directing
the insurer to pay the victim/LRs first and
recover the amount from the owner or
driver thereafter.

A separate “no-fault liability” route
dispenses with proof of negligence and
provides compensation of ¥5 lakh for
death and 2.5 lakh for grievous hurt
(post the 2019 amendment), payable by
the owner or authorised insurer, without
proof of negligence.

How to calculate compensation in
accidental deaths?

Money cannot substitute for a life lost, but
motor-accident compensation seeks to
ease the financial burden on the
deceased’s dependants. Section 168 of the
MV Act requires an award of “just”
compensation. Through landmark
decisions such as Sarla Verma (2009) and
Pranay Sethi (2017), the top court has
evolved standardised formulas and
foundational principles for giving effect to
this requirement. Once “rash and
negligent” driving is established, the
quantum can broadly be understood as a
three-stage exercise: first, establishing the
foundational facts; second, applying them
to the prescribed heads and formulae;
and third, aggregating the amounts to
arrive at the final award.

The first stage is to establish three
facts: (1) the deceased’s age at the time of
the accident, (2) annual income and (3)
number of dependants. “Age” can be
established, among others, from the date
of birth recorded in the school-leaving

is made, and the balance is multiplied by
the appropriate “multiplier” to arrive at
the “loss of income”. The aforesaid three
components perform different functions:
“future prospects” account for the career
growth the deceased would reasonably
have received had they survived. As
delineated in para 61 of Pranay Sethi
(2017), for a person in a permanent
government or salaried job with assured
career progression, 50% is added where
the deceased was below 40 years, 30%
where aged 40-50 years, and 15% where
aged 50-60 years; no addition is made
above 60 years. For a self-employed
person or one on a fixed salary, the
corresponding additions are 40%, 25%
and 10% for these three age groups,
respectively, with no addition above 60
years.

Further, the “deduction” recognises
that a portion of the deceased’s earnings
would have been spent on their own
personal living expenses. As per Sarla
Verma (2009), for a married deceased
with two to three dependent family
members, the standard deduction is
one-third (33%); where there are four to
six, it is one-fourth (25%); and where
there are seven or more, it is one-fifth
(20%). In the case of a bachelor or
unmarried deceased, the usual deduction
is one-half (50%) where the parents or
other dependants are the claimants,
although courts may reduce the
deduction where the number of
dependants is particularly large. Lastly,
the “multiplier” represents the deceased’s
remaining active working life and is
determined solely with reference to age.
According to Sarla Verma, the multiplier
is 18 for ages 15-20 and 21-25; 17 for 26-30;
16 for 31-35; 15 for 36-40; 14 for 41-45; 13
for 46-50; 11 for 51-55; 9 for 56-60; 7 for
61-65; and 5 for 66-70 years.

The remaining three are conventional
heads and, unlike “loss of income”, do
not depend on the deceased’s profession
or actual earnings. Under Pranay Sethi
(2017), (i) “loss of estate” was fixed at
15,000, representing the loss of savings,
i and act lated assets that

certificate and not from the Aadhaar card,
as was ruled in Saroj (2024) by the
Supreme Court. “Income” means actual
income less income tax paid (as per
Pranay Sethi). The Supreme Court in
Rashmirekha Tripathy (2026) held that,
for salaried persons, the ITR of the

i diately preceding year
should ordinarily be considered, while for
self-employed persons or business
owners, the Tribunal should take the
average income reflected in the preceding
three years’ ITRs, subject to the
circumstances. Where income cannot be
proved, the applicable State-notified
minimum wage for the relevant time for
unskilled, semi-skilled or skilled category
is used. The LRs, including married and
earning sons and daughters, are entitled
to claim compensation, regardless of
financial dependency on the deceased, as
settled by the Supreme Court in Jitender
Kumar (2025).

The second stage is to translate these
three facts into the four heads under
which compensation in a death case is
computed: (A) loss of
income/dependency, (B) loss of estate, (C)
funeral expenses, and (D) loss of
consortium. The major component is
“loss of income”, which represents the
financial loss suffered by the dependants
on account of the victim’s death. For the
first head, the calculation begins with the
deceased’s “annual income” to which the
prescribed percentage towards “future
prospects”, having regard to the
deceased’s age and nature of
employment, is added. From the resulting
figure, the prescribed “deduction”
towards the deceased’s personal expenses

the deceased could reasonably have built
up and left for the heirs; (ii) “funeral
expenses” at ¥15,000; and (iii) “loss of
consortium” at ¥40,000 for each eligible
family member, recognising the
emotional trauma and loss of
companionship, love, care and guidance.
Consortium includes spousal consortium
for the surviving spouse, parental
consortium for surviving children, and
filial consortium for parents who lose a
child. Each eligible family member is
independently entitled to the standard
base amount, and therefore the
applicable consortium amount is
multiplied by the number of eligible
dependants.

These three conventional amounts are
to be enhanced by 10% every three years,
as directed by the Supreme Court in
Pranay Sethi (para 61).

The third stage is simply to aggregate
the four heads to arrive at the
compensation payable. Additionally, the
court may also grant interest under
Section 171, typically ranging between 6%
and 9%, depending on the facts of the
case.

In a significant judgment recently, in
Shishu Pal (2026), a case involving the
accidental death of a homemaker,
recognising that household work,
including cooking, cleaning and
caregiving, supports the paid workforce,
the Supreme Court fixed a minimum
notional income of ¥30,000 per month
under a new head of “loss of domestic
care”, with a 10% cumulative
enhancement every three years.
(Kartikey Singh and Barkha Dwivedi,
lawyers based in New Delhi)

THE GIST
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The Motor Vehicles Act, 1988
provides the legal framework
for motor accident claims, with
MACTSs determining
compensation and liability,
while insurers generally satisfy
awards subject to statutory
defences

v

For fatal accidents,
compensation is calculated
using the deceased’s age,
income and number of
dependants, with future
prospects, personal-expense
deductions and an age-based
multiplier applied to determine
loss of income

v

Courts also award
compensation under
conventional heads such as
loss of estate, funeral expenses
and consortium, with interest
where applicable; a recent
ruling has also recognised loss
of domestic care for
homemakers
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When midlife feels like a crisis, it may
actually be a chance to begin again

Margie Lachman’s new book. alongside two novels, looks at midlife through questions of ageing, identity, relationships and fulfilment; they also point

to midlife as a time of possibility, when familiar roles shift and there is room to begin again

Pragya Mittal

enerally, by the time people

reach their 40s, they may feel

like things are falling apart.

They experience what is often
termed a ‘midlife crisis’. It is not always
easy to say what really is falling apart, and
there may be no single reason. This
period can be accompanied by a strange
sense of unhappiness: a feeling of missed
opportunities, of a life unlived, and of an
uncertain future.

Several things may be true at once.
There may be ennui with a familiar role or
relationship. Often, a career that felt
promising may suddenly begin to feel like
a dead-end. Responsibilities tend to add
up, as both older and younger people
increasingly depend on middle-aged
people. Then, there is also the shock of
staring into the mirror and seeing more
grey hairs, a visible paunch, wrinkles on
the face - all reminders of a youth gone by.

But what feels like one big crisis may
actually be an accumulation of smaller
doubts that have been building over the
years and have simply not been
acknowledged.

An opportunity

In her recent book, Primetime: A New
Vision for Midlife (Simon and Schuster),
however, lifespan developmental
psychologist Margie Lachman tries to
change the way we look at midlife. First,
she refutes the stigma attached to age.
She says there are many types of age -
biological, social, and psychological.
Biological age refers to our physical

health and the ageing process of our
bodies. Social age refers to the roles we
take on, such as being a parent, caregiver,
partner, or professional. Psychological
age is arguably the most personal - it’s
about how old we perceive ourselves to
be. As she writes, “Individual markers of
midlife can fluctuate over time.”

Second, far from a crisis, Lachman,
who has said in interviews that she “loved
midlife”, believes that this time of life can
in fact be a blessing in disguise. She writes
that it is a period for us to learn from
older people’s mistakes and help the
younger people avoid the same mistakes.
She stresses the point that midlife is
actually our “primetime” and regards the
concept of age as subjective.

Middle age in literature
The phenomenon of the midlife crisis is

not just a modern shorthand for the stress
of adulthood. Many works of fiction have
captured the restlessness associated with
this stage of life. Doris Lessing’s The
Summer Before the Dark (1973; Vintage) is
one such book. A 40-year-old mother of
four, Kate Brown finds herself strangely
unmoored when her family goes away for
the summer and the roles that had
defined her begin to loosen. Her
encounter with the much younger
Maureen further places two stages of
womanhood side by side. Kate’s crisis,
then, is not simply about how old she is,
but about how old she feels and who she
is when the familiar roles of wife, mother,
and caregiver begin to shift. In many
ways, Kate embodies what Lachman calls
social and psychological age in Primetime:
chronological age alone cannot explain
the midlife experience. Perhaps midlife
becomes a crisis not when life changes,
but when the identities that once made
sense of it no longer do.

The midlife crisis is often seen as a
gendered idea and is mostly associated
with women. But men, too, find
themselves caught in the same
uncertainties: about ageing, relationships,
work, identity, and the lives they have
built. Benjamin Markovits's The Rest of
Our Lives (2025; Faber and Faber), which
was shortlisted for the Booker Prize in
2025, gives the male midlife crisis both a
literal and metaphorical U-turn. At 55,
Tom Layward experiences emotional
turmoil: a strained marriage haunted by
his wife’s betrayal 12 years earlier, and a
controversy over pronoun use at his
university that unsettles his career. His

health, too, poses concerns, with
unexplained symptoms such as
palpitations, fatigue, and facial swelling.
For Tom, the crisis involves several
problems unfolding at once. And what
does he do to deal with all these
problems? He takes to the road.

Room for experimentation

Each of the three titles has a common
running theme: the lack of fulfilment, but
also rays of hope.

The Summer Before the Dark uses
summer as a motif for the period before
the darkness sets in - it is a space of
transition and possibility. The title of
Markovits's book - The Rest of Our Lives -
itself carries the feeling of possibility:
there is still a ‘rest’ of our lives, and
perhaps still time to decide what kind of
life we want to live.

Primetime, of course, completes the
circle. Lachman asks us to embrace
midlife not as the beginning of a crisis,
but as an opportunity to begin again. She
emphasises that there are nonnormative
influences - experiences that affect an
individual but are not common to
everyone - and contextual influences,
such as one’s environment and culture.
Midlife, she says, can be a stage when we
are relieved of certain responsibilities and
find room for experimentation - in a
relationship, a career, a new hobby, and
new friendships. It could be the period
when our lives take a turn for the better -
and hence, midlife can simply be our
primetime.

(Pragya Mittal is a Delhi-based editor and
writer)
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Know your
English

S. Upendran

‘What is the meaning of “feel good
factor”? (K. Jitendra, Ranchi)

This is an expression that has been
around since the 1970s. At first it was
generally used to refer to something that
creates a sense of well-being in people —
their emotional state, physical state,
financial state, etc. Since the 1990s,
however, the “feel good factor” has
become somewhat restricted in its
meaning; it’s become an expression,
which is mostly employed by economists
and financial pundits.

These days it is extensively used to
refer to a sense of financial and material
‘well-being — not necessarily physical or
emotional.

A well known economist believes that
the feel good factor will not return to the
country before the end of the decade.

No matter what changes the government
makes, the feel good factor will be slow to
return.

The opposite of “feel good factor” is
“feel bad factor”.

Do you congratulate someone “on”
getting a job, or do you congratulate
him “for” getting a job? (K.
Balasubramanian, Chennai)
One usually congratulates someone “on”
getting something, and not “for”.

Neha and Raju congratulated Atul on
his brilliant performance.

Vishnu congratulated Leya on winning
the lottery.

What is the word for a child who is
‘born after his father’s death? (A.
Vijayaraghavan, Bangalore)
1 don’t know of any specific word that
would refer to such a child. Generally we
talk about a child being born
postk ly. The word u
means something that happens after an
individual's death. The “0” in the first
syllable is like the “0” in “pot”, “hot”, and
“cot” and the “h” is like the “y” in “yes”,
“yet”, and “yeast”. The following “u” can
be pronounced either like the “u” in
“put”, “pull”, and “full”, or like the “a” in
“China”. The final “ous” sounds like the
“ous” in “famous”, “dangerous”, and
“generous”. The main stress is on the first
syllable. This is just one of the ways of
pronouncing the word. Here are a few
examples of how to use the word.

The soldier was awarded the medal
posthumously.

Nandita wanted her memoirs to be
published posthumously.

What is the difference between
“ornamental” and “ornate”? (M.
Damodhar, Vellore)
‘When you say that something is “ornate,”
what you are implying is that the object
has been decorated excessively or
elaborately. There is too much decoration
and as a result it is showy or gaudy; the
word generally has a negative
connotation. The main stress, by the way,
is on the second syllable “nate”, which
rhymes with “eight”, “bait”, and “hate”.
The word “ornamental” also means
decorative, but unlike “ornate” it isn't
associated with anything negative. When
you say that something is “ornamental,”
what you are implying is that the object
has been designed to be decorative
without being too vulgar or ostentatious.
The stress in this word is on the third
syllable, “men”.
Published in The Hindu on January 29,
2002

nation to reach Mars orbit and the first nation globally to succeed on its maiden attempt

Word of the day

Prathmesh Kher Questions and Answers to the previous day’s
daily quiz: 1. Which planet’s irregular orbital Churlish:
A motion led astronomers to hypothesise the tude arid boorish
QUESTION 1 existence of another, more distant planet? Ans:
On what exact date did the Mars Orbiter Mission Uranus Synonyms: clownish, classless,
(Mangalyaan) successfully enter Mars orbit? 2. 0n which dates in September 1846 was Neptune discourteous
[N first ? Ans:
QUESTION 2 23-24,1846 Usage: The shopkeeper became churlish when

What was the name of the launch vehicle used to carry
the spacecraft into Earth orbit?

3. Which astronomer had observed Neptune in
1612-13 without recognising it as a planet? Ans:
Galileo Galilei

4. What was the name of the star chart that helped
Johann Gottfried Galle and Heinrich d'Arrest
identify Neptune? Ans: Hora XXI

5. Approximately how close was Neptune to Urbain
Le Verrier’s predicted position when Galle found it? P
Ans: Less than one degree

Visual: This image of Neptune was taken by which

| S NASA space probe, and when? Ans: NASA’s

Visual Question: Voyager 2 on August 25, 1989

India became the fourth space agency to reach Mars. Identify this large shield volcano on Mars, as captured by the Mars Orbiter Early Birds: Samrat Halder | Gursharan Lal Vadhera
Which three agencies had achieved this before ISRO? Mission. IR0 | sitaram Saharay | Sonali Das | Varghese Joseph

@ » @ @ H -

lasked for a refund.

A Pronunciation: newsth.live/churlish
QUESTION 3

Which instrument captured the iconic full-disk images
of Mars and its moons, Phobos and Deimos?

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /1y

[N

‘QUESTION 4

Who served as the Project Director for the Mars Orbiter
Mission?

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
ehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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tag in Karnataka:
What this means

AkramM
Bengaluru, September23

THE DK Shivakumar-led Congress government in Kar-
nataka last week decided to accord Tulu the status of sec-
ond additional administrative language in two districts
of coastal Karnataka: Dakshina Kannada and Udupi. The
announcement came during aspecial state Cabinet
meeting in Mangaluru.

ADravidian language

Tuluisclassified among the five Dravidian languages,
the others being Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and
Malayalam. It is spoken mainly in the coastal districts of
Dakshina Kannada and Udupiin Karnataka, and parts of
northern Kerala. The language has a strong oral tradition,
rich folklore, and cultural practices like Yakshagana,
Bhoota Kola, and others. Although it had its own script,
today it is largely written using the Kannada script.

Although there has been migration of the Tulu-speak-
ing population to metros such as Mumbai and Bengaluru,
around 1.8 to 2 million people are native speakers.

Behind thedemand

The special status for Tulu means government offices
in Dakshina Kannada and Udupi districts can now use
the forofficial ication ide Kan-
nada. The state Cabinet also decided to grant Rs 82 lakh
every year for translation, Lrammg and activities related
to use to facili ion

For decades, Tulu-

ie

= 3

AMAAL SHEIKH

A TWO-JUDGE bench of the Supreme
Court on Wednesday referred petitions
challenging the 2023 law on the appoint-
ment of the Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) and other Election Commissioners
(ECs) — which excludes the Chief Justice
of India (CJI) from the process —tothe CIT
to consider forming a Constitution Bench
(which has a minimum of five judges).

What thejoint order said

While Justices Dipankar Dattaand Sat-
ish Chandra Sharma weresplit onreferring
the matter to a larger bench, they agreed
thatitshould be placed before the CJL They
said sendingtheissue firsttoathree-judge
bench would be of “little worth” and would
only delaya final decision on the important
Consntuuona] quesnons raised by rhecase

udmg Constitutional references. They noted

»THE2023 LAWAND THE CHALLENGEINTOP COURT: ATIMELINE

Election Ct

i lutu-,

SEPTEMBER 2026:

ferred toa Constitution Bench. He said that
theSupreme Courtisexaminingthe Consti-
tutional validity of the 2023 Act for the first
time. “There is no authoritative decision of
this court till date pronouncing on the con-
stitutional validity of the said Act,” he said
adding: “Thedecision onthese writ petitions
would be the first of its kind and it is all the
more necessary that areference is made.”

The petitioners, however, had argued
that the central legal question that the se-
lection must be an independent process
hasalready been decided by the 2023 Con-
stitution Bench ruling.

For Justice Sharma, the key question

@ o
1950: Article 324(2) of the Constitution is framed. It 1950-2023: e :r:;‘]:ap;;(;\:lllfa:ﬁ g
provides that the Chle( Election Cummvsslnner and oxher For 73 years, Parliament thgabs f 'l
; b . dosshotienactanynew o?/:r:iznc: % oainmenrs to
suh;ecnoanv(aw Parliament may make on the matter. law on this. v ?h EC. 93pP
Appointments tothe l eEC.
-] Election Commission ) 2018:Atwo-judge bench
E c T Y e e w3 refers the matter toa
executive Constitution Bench.
C 3 ) MARCH 2023:Eight years
DECEMBER 2023: nn afive] |udgeCons[|tut|cn
Atwo-judge SC bench delivers a split verdicton F the Chief dgmentin
petitions challenging the 2023 Act. While Justice Election Ce and the P B: case,
Dipankar Datta holds that the challenge could be other Election Commissioners holding that appointments to
decided on existing Constitutional principles, Act, 2023. The law replaces the the EC should be made by a

Justice Satish Chandra Sharma says it raises
ial and novel Constituti i

Bothjudges issued a joint order referring the
matter to the Cll to constitute a Constitution
Bench to avoid further procedural delay.

Chief Justice of India witha
Union Cabinet Minister
nominated by the Prime
Minister, resulting in a panel
witha 2:1executive majority.

was whether Parliament inre-
placing the CJI with a Cabinet minister
nominated by the PM. He said: “Whether

the
Prime Minister, the Leader of
the Opposition and the Chief
Justice of India until
Parliament enactsa law.

ornot P was justified in not in-
cluding a neutral selector in the selection
committee” is “an important question aris-
ingforthe first time before this court”. Since
thisquestion “has not been dealtwithinany
precedent”, he said, Article 145(3) left “no
room foradecisi h i

lated from executive influence.
Parliament subsequently enacted the

Chief Election Commissioner and Other

Election Commissioners (Appointment,

WHO SPEAKS TULU?
® Tuluis spoken mainly in the
coastal districts of Dakshina
Kannada and UdupiinKarna-

have sought recognition
fortheirlanguage from
the government. They be-
lieved that despite its cul-

taka, and parts of north Kerala. tural depth and sizable
® Although alarge number of speaker base, Tuluwas
the Tulu-speaking population notaccorded the same

has migrated to metrocities, statusasother regional
around 1.8to 2 million people. languages such as

Konkanior Kodava.

Over the years, several
from coastal
Karnataka have raised the demand in the legislature.
Among the key arguments is that Tulu speakers were not
granted aseparate linguistic state during the reorganisa-
tion of states in 1956, as it was done for other Dravidian

There hasalsobeena ocial media
campaign by Tuluspeakers for recognition.
Challenges in impl

Official status also allows forincluding Tulu in educa-
tion, signage, and cultural promotion. As of now, only a
few signs in the region are in Tulu. The primary
challenge in implementation is that not many know the
Tuluscript. Although it hasbeen revived in recent years,
the language is not taught in schools and colleges, mak-
ing it harder for the general populace to read it.

arenative speakers.

ion

Political significance

Foryears, coastal Karnataka has been the BJP’s bas-
tionand is known forits communally charged politics.
Efforts by the Congress to make inroads into the region
by consolidating castes have been futile. The decisionto
hold a Cabinet meeting in Mangaluru to accord Tulu the
special status is seen as an attempt to reach out to voters
by appealing to their cultural heritage and practices.

(J) Drishti IAS @)

IAS GS Foundation Course (Offine Live Grios Batches)

that the Anoop Baranwal case (2023) took  Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Spl_i[ verdict
eight years to reach a final judgmentand ~ Act, 2023 Butthe law replaced the CJTon . S
cited other that ined pend-  th witha Union Cabi- ._Iusuce D‘.’l}"‘
ingforyears.C: delays* netminister bythe PrimeMin-  Said the petitions
institutional embarrassment”, they urged  ister. The government, therefore, got (wo could be decided
the CJTto consider setting up a permanent ives on the th: by the present
five-j for Ce cases. panel. the Leader of Opposition. bench. He said
The ‘Anoop Baranwal’ case Constitution Bench issue: the top court had

‘The challenge to the Chief Election  What Justice Datta said already settled

ioner and Other Election Com- JusticeDattatooktheviewthatthepeti-  thegoverning
missioners (Appointment, Conditionsof  tionscould bedecided by the present bench Constitutional
Serviceand Term of Office) Act, 2023traces  itself. According to him, the top court had principlein
itsorigir ourt’sj already settled the governing Constitu-  Apoop Baranwal.
in Anoop Baranwal v. Union of India in  tional principle in Anoop Baranwal, which
March 2023, In that ruling, a Constitution  held thatappointments tothe EC cannotre- L
Bench had noted that Parhamem had nm main under “exclusive executive control”. Justice Sharma
enacted alaw governing The question now, hesaid, waswhetherthe saida
the Election Commission desplte Amcle 2023 lawcomplies with that principle, That Constitution
324 ofthe Constitutionc T “nomoret b ication
Itlaid down an interim under  ofthesettled principlesofla Benchshould
which appointments would be madebya  the case”and did not requirea Constitution hear the caseas
the Prime Mi Bench, he said. Justice Datta, therefore, theSCis

the Leader of Oppositionin LokSabhaand  held that “neither any Constitutional bar examining the
the Chief J ustliace of India — until Parlia- noraprec;dfg:t predud;se hezl;ring ofthese  Constitutional
ment enacts a law. petitions by the present Bencl idi

The bench had underlined the impor- At Tt 1<nrpl‘ z\éazl‘;d;ty ?m:s
tanceofani Election Commis- 2 Cl. or the

first time.

sion and observed that those entrusted
with conducting elections must be insu-

o CLIMATE

underthe 2023 law.

thepanel aCabinetmin-

isternominated by the PM and the Leader of
Opposition, he observed that a minister
bound by collective responslblhty c:mucr

inally

by ination” of
Heviewed thegove 2.
on separation of powers and the compari-

be expected todefy hisown

Thus, the presence of the Leader of Op-
position in the Selection Committee be-
comes “largely ornamental”, he said. He
alsoemphasised the perception test — “itis
not enough for the ECI to be mdependem
itmust ".0n
the, pen[mners argumen[ that the law gives

i
appointments, he said it “does appear to
have substance”, while stating that these
were only prima facie observations.

Justice Datta also rejected the govern-
ment’s comparison between the EC selec-
tion process and the collegium system for
judicial appointments. He said judicialap-
pointments involve the executive at
multiple stages and described the popular
notion that “judges appoint judges” asa
“myth”. He raised about the se-

son y
required examination by a larger bench.

Whatis a Constitution Bench

As per Article 145(3), a Constitution
Benchoffive or morejudges decides a “sub-
stantial question of law” involving the in-
terpretation of the Constitution. A case does
not go to a larger bench merely because it
involves the Constitution. The question
mustbe* uusenled" thatis, one the court
hasneveraut before
Constitution Bench rulings also carry
greater weight than ordinary judgments.

Split verdicts often trigger referrals.
When two judges cannot agree, the matter
goes to the Chief Justice, who decides
whethertosendittoalargerbench. Butthe
split usell ‘does not automatically warrant
aC ion Bench —the court must till

lective implementation of Collegium rec-
ommendations and said the absence of a
neutral member inthe Coll ould not

be conwnced the dwpu[e raises. a substan—
tial Cc ion

oritative determi;

justify the absence of a neutral member in
the ECappointment process. He described
thecomparison drawn by the government
as “disi i d disquieting”.

InOctober2022, thetop court delivered
asplit verdict in the Karnataka hijab case.
The matter was refem:d toalarger bench

Constitution Bench issue:
What Justice Sharma said
Justice Sharma disagreed with Justice

and fouryears
later. Earlier this year, another split verdict
arose on Section 17A of the Prevention of
Corruption Act. That matter, too, wenttoa
larger bench.

In parched Maharashtra, why drought can’t be declared yet

ShubhangiKhapre
Mumbai, September23

CALLSTOdecl inMa-

harashtra, withthe EINifio-driven raindeficit
hitting the state’s agriculture-dependent
economy hard. Wa[er scarcity has com-
poundedthecrisi

port should conform to

son and clouding prospects for rabi. While
Opposition leaders, including Sharad Pawar,
have asked thatadrought be declared, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis has said the
government is taking “all steps necessary”
todeal with the “alarming” situation.

Centre
9 Korol Bagh -
9 Nolda — -
9 Indore
9 Lucknow
9 Prayagral
9 Ranchi

23Sept | 6:00PM
1206t | 1100 AM
21Sept | 1100 AM
24 Sept | 800 AM
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50ct | 230PM
21Sept | 1100 AM
5 October | 530 PM

u catus 87501 87501

28 fata | s s
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25 fiwt | w30 TR
23 fRta | v 5.00 Wl

Why notbeen
declared officially?

Under the National Disaster Response
Fund (NDRF) rules, drought declaration for
Kkharif (the monsoon cropping season,
which runs from Juneto October) requires
anassessment that can begin from October
5, once the monsoon starts towithdraw. For
rabi, (the winter cropping season from Oc-
tober to April), assessment can be held in
March 2027,

Thereis nosingledefinitionofdrought ~ State,Centre  must beshrinking, there must be fodder Regionwise, Marathwada, with the
accepted acrossIndia. States have the auth- 1 shortage, and rainfall deficit mustbeupto  most number of dams at 929, has 46%
omy to declare a drought based on local roles 70%. Across Maharashtra, kharif sowing ~ water as compared with 81% last year. Itis

i Butthe government’s re- ' There isnosingle was delayed this season due to erraticrain  followed by Amravati division at 64%, Nag-
spec- f drought d of June 10, sowin; lyon purdivisionat72%, Pune at 88%, Nashik at
ified under NDRF norms, and disaster re-  acceptedacross July 15. Post-sowing rain failure then 83%and Konkan at 76%.
lief funds can be unlocked by the Centre. India. Stateshavethe  stunted flowering and fruiting. The worst-
ra has decided to submita  authority todecl: hit vb d cotton, tt ‘Whatis rainfallin
proposal to the Centre for financial assis-  drought based on stay for small and marginal farmersinMa-  Maharashtra?
local conditions. rathwada and Vidarbha. The dry spell has ding to the India e ical

tance after October 5.
The state government has begun sur—
veysand
so that the administration can quannfy
d

® Butthe state gov-
ernment'sreport
should conformto

also stunted sugarcane growth in Marath-
wada and parts of western Maharashtra

Department (IMD), 31 of 36 districts in Ma-
harashtra are rain-deficient, with 20 of

Duringth inJuly, the

lossesinterms ofboth fc and
finances. Once this report is submitted, be-
fore releasing relief funds, a central team
will visit the affected regions to make its
Own assessment.

Under NDRF rules, drought declaration

inde: il health), rainfall
deficit, along with decline in food produc-
tionand labour migration insearch of work.
Sowing must fall below 50% of total culti-
vable kharif/rabi area, drinking watershort-
age must be severe, groundwater tables

ified under NDRF
norms, and disaster
relief funds can be
unlocked by the
Centre.

CM aRs 40,385 loan
waiver, withan additional Rs 50,000 incen-
tive for those who repaid loans regularly.

‘Whatis the water situation?

Amajorconcernisdrinking water scar-
city. Dataup toSeptember 20 shows Maha-
rashtra’s 138 major dams at 85% capacity
and 264 medium dams at 65% — down
from 96% and 77%, respectively, at the
same time last year. The state’s 2,630 small
and micro dams are worse off, at just 43%,
compared with 57% a year ago.

deficit of 25%to 58%. Beyond
the deficit, shifting rain patterns have
added to the damage: In more than 100 of
thestate’s355 drought-hit talukas, gaps be-
tween rain spells have stretched to 40-60
days. Asaresult, the main Kharifcrop, sown
across 147 lakh hectares, has withered.

In a departure from past patterns,
where raindid fall, itwasshortand intense
— damaging soil health and causing ero-
sion in some areas. Maharashtra’s agricul-
tureislargely rain-fed; its irrigation poten-
tial, at under 20%, is much lower than in
states like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

® POLITICS

4 states out of Uttar Pradesh? Politics behind demand to split most populous state

Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, September23

UTTAR PRADESH minister and Suheldev
Bhartiya Samaj Party leader Om Prakash
Rajbhar has claimed the state will be di-
vided into four, and that the Purvanchal re-
gionwill get a “Rajbhar Chief Minister”. At
apublic meeting Sunday, Rajbhar claimed
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi told
him that the division could happen after
the ongoing caste census.

any State or by uniting two or more States
orpartsofStates or by unitingany territory
toapartofany State... provided that no Bill
for the purpose shall be introduced in
either House of Parliament except on the
recommendation of the President and un-
less, where the proposal contained in the
Billaffectsthearea, boundariesor name of
any of the States, the Bill has been referred
by the President to the Legislature of that
State for expressing its views thereon
w1Lhu:| such penod as may be specified in

itoff

UttarPradesh BJP

the or h further period

as pre-poll posturing. “He perhaps wants
to energise his cadre by making them be-
lieve that he can be Chief Minister and they
canalsoget some posts,” said astate BJPin-
sider who did not wish to be named.

But such a demand is not new. During
her tenure as chief minister from 2007 to
2012, Mayawati created ripples by backing
adivision of the state.

How isastatedivided?

Thisiswhat Article 3of the Constitution
states: "Parliament may by law... form a
new State by separation of territory from

as the President may allow and the period
sospecified or allowed has expired.”

In simple terms, this means that the
President must recommend such a Bill —
thus showing the intent of the Centre —
and thestate Assembly must be consulted
and given a finite period to express its
views. What is crucial here is that the
latter’s views are not binding on Parlia-
ment. And what is requlred to alter the

»The 2011 proposal
fordividing UP
Paschim Pradesh

28 districts
wadh Pradesh
Tdistricts

4
i

L ' | Lucknow ? .

Tdistricts

23 districts

dinary legislation even without the consent
ofthe state’s Assembly.

The fourn d since 2000,

boundariesofastate a -~

ity inboth its Houses.
‘This makes it relatively easy for Parlia-
ment to alter boundaries of the state by or-

Ut Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
and Telangana, all saw strong people's
movements demanding a separate state.
Thatis not the casein Uttar Pradesh. While

the demand for Bundelkhand has been
raised from time to time, even that has
cooled down in the past few years.

‘Why was there ademand for division
of Uttar Pradesh?

In November 2011, the Mayawati gov-
ernment moved and passed aresolutionin
the Assembly proposingtodividethestate
into Purvanchal, Bundelkhand, Awadh
Pradesh and Paschim Pradesh (see map).
The state government argued that Uttar
Pradesh 's vast size made administration

difficultand that smaller
states could lead to better governance.

The resolution was sent to the Centre
but was not pursued further by the Sa-
majwadi Party (SP) government that came
topower in 2012.

At Mayawati's peak, such a split would
have favoured her. All four regions of the
state have a sizable Dalit population, be-

in theeyes of voters.

What further worked for Mayawati in
2011 wasthat the Yadav populationin Uttar
Pradesh—the coreof thenarch-rival SP—
was not evenly distributed in terms of its
political heft, The SP had two major belts
— the Etah-Mainpuri-Etawah-Firozabad
beltin the west, and the Yadav belt in east-
ern Uttar Pradesh around Jaunpur, Azam-
garh, Ghazipur and Mau. The move could
have split the SP’s Yadav belts and pushed
Muslims into voting for the BSP. However,
the BSP declined over time and the propo-
sal died before any of thi: 1d happen.

national stature is that he has been Chief
Ministerof India’s most populous state. For
that advantage to continue to accrue to
him, UP must remain asingle state.

For the BJP, too, the fact that it has won
Uttar Pradesh consistently —with adipin
the2024 LokSabha polls— hasadded toits
political heft over the years. Because of its
size, its centrality to many Hindu cultural
symbols and holy sites, and its being the
core of the ‘Hindi heartland’, UP has had
tremendous political heft in India, even if
it has been economically a largely under-

State.

Ajit Singh of the Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) had also demanded a “Harit Pra-
desh” in western Uttar Pradesh. The rea-
son: his party’s Jat support b

It is often said that the road to Delhi
passesthrough Lucknow. Indeed, absolute
majorities of any party — be it the BJP or
theC it—atthe Centrehave

the region; their numbers aren’t high out-
side western Uttar Pradesh.

‘What about Rajbhar’s claim"

always come on the back of strong perform-
ances in Uttar Pradesh. No party has ever
won a Lok Sabha majority in India on its
own aﬁer a poor showing in UP, though

tween 16%and 28 %. Th Caste
populationinall of Uttar Pradesh isaround
21%. Her Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) could,
therefore, have emerged as a force in four
states, establishing itself asa national party

epaper.indianexpresc;com.. .

While forthe 1above,
the SP would not want UF to be divided,
any suchidea would notwork for Yogi Adi-
tyanath as well. Right now, apart from his
Hindutva image, what raises Adityanath’s

New Delhi

coalition gov-
ernments coming to power after a modest
showing in the state. Rajbhar’s claim,
therefore, is not one that the BJP, or even
the SP, would want to back.
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‘For India to matter in BRICS, it must
reclaim the spirit of Non-Alignment.
— By M A Baby
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If we desire respect for the law, we
must first make the law respectable.
— Louis D Brandeis
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

Two ECs stand up to
ask; CEC must answer,
SC must not turn away

NA ing ¢ with million: ofmovmgpans

electoral t upandupdated

and as the constitutional authority tasked with ensuring

free and fair polls, conducting the Special Intensive Revi-
sion is the Election Commission’s responsibility. Linking the
deletion of voters across states — 13 crore names struck off the
draft voter rolls — -to electoral outcomes is an argument more
political ical. Thisr ‘sinvestigationintothe
ECI's functioning, however, pointstoa betrayal of trust— of the
people, by one of the country’s most storied institutions. It shines
the light into an institution’s black box and revealsa cllsturbing
story. What makesitso ingisthatitcannot
as the all-too-familiar political thrust and parry that has nar-
rowed the inner lives of several other institutions. All three

fthe Ce i vicked by the NDAgov-
emment. Yet, two Election Commissioners objected on record
—14timesin10 months —tostepstaken by the Commission as
the SIR unfolded. Their concerns were not addressed. By all ac-
counts, they went unheard and unheeded.

Election Commissioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek
Joshi raised a string of red flags. They said they were bemg kept
inthedarkinabodythatshould
abideby jority. Theysaid Form 6 fornewvoters
flew in the face of rules and made the exercise more punishing.
They sald the centralisation of the voter database undercut the

ralised functioning. When

melrpushbackwahm the fourwalls of their institution made no

dent, they appealed to the Cabinet Secretary, the country’s top
bureaucrat. Thatis heartenmg wo Commjssloners pointing,

ot of and checks

and balances. But Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar

madenoattempt ' concerns. Thatsilence

risisand the i

HESEREVELATIONS connect the dots, outside toinside.

Much of what Sandhu and Joshi flagged has echoed, in

lener and spirit, concerns already bemg raised outside
the ECI Thi forone, tracked
the flaws in the process on the ground. The helpless scramble
among the poor and undocumented when it was first rolled out
in Bihar. The tortuous layers it added on in West Bengal, where
it also invited fears of targeting of minorities and led to the dis-

enﬁ'anctusemen(of nearly27lakh voter: The face-offsbetween
inGodd

BJPparty bo

Jharkhand, more recently. It had become clear that the process
that was meant to strike a delicate and compassionate balance
— between the. need to maintain the integrity of the electoral
rollsand ountevery legiti terin—was
tilting against voters. It doing so by shifting the
burden of proof onto the voter, by demand.mg difficult paper-
work within frames, by settingup
process that was unconstrained by any deadlines, going all the
way to the edge of the election and even stretching beyond it.

In thus showing itself to be distrustful of the Indian voter,
the SIR broke with the ECI's own record and traditions of in-
clusion. Instead of reaching out to the last voter, it put her on
trial, setupa hurdlerace for her at every step. She had tostand
inlonglines, and run around to gather proof that she belonged.
Or rather, to disprove the implicit assumption that she didn’t.
The SIR was morphing into an opaque and heartless citizen-
shiptest. It would not only determine whether or not she could
cast her vote, but also whether she could avail of her rightful
share of government benefits and schemes.

'VEN AS EVIDENCE mounted of the SIR losing its way,
the Supreme Court did not ask the ECI the questions it
shouild have. In the past, as the custodian of the consti-
tutional balance, the Court has admirably upheld the pollmoni-
tor's autonomy and independence vis-a-vis the executive. But
over the last few months, its reluctance to intervene on behalf
of the citizen facing a daunting and oppressive process has
seemed, with due respect, troubling.
The SCdid intervene in Bihar, and to good effect. It directed
UJEECI to acceptA1dhaaras oneof the documents, nudged it to
Tthel hpnpf‘r ofevery

Butit
doubteversince. InMay, ruli
it i yunderli T ional mandate
i reli , and also gaveitun-
fettered procedural latitude “in such manner as it may think fit”.
Itheld thatthe ECI: can makeonlya “limited inquiryintocitizen-
ship”butat ittosetth foraciti-
zenship test by the government’s “Competent Authority”.
Thislatitude cannot continue after what is now known. The
Court must no longer turn away from the serious questions
about the ECI, they are also on record within. To begin with,
Form 6 must be restored toits original version, the one that did
notallow the shadow of their parents’ deletion ina deeply con-
tested SIR to hang over their child. It must restore access tothe
voter database for officials in the states’ electoral machinery.
Freeand fairelections are not one institutional compactamong
many, they are the cornerstone of how this nation, through its
citizens, shapes its present, and future; they are the reason
t verdict. Theblack
box has been opened and it will not be shut again. Commis-
sioners Sandhu and Joshi have listened to their conscience,
. The CEC must answer , pointby point
— ifit needs a nudge from the highest court, sobeit.

New cat in habitat, and
some glimmer of hope

ENGU'[N‘;AN'Dugercats and octopl ohmy! Amymd
of new speci rered just
starts to colonise the imagination seems, almost, like
amessage toabandon anthropocentricisn. The cheer
that greeted the discovery of a new species of wild cat, the Leop-
ardus tilcayo, in Bolivia may have been the loudest — it’s the
first discovery of a feline speciesin a 100 years — but celebrate,
too, the new penguin species (also the first in a century) on a
group of subantarctic islands. And the snake species, named
after Guns ‘N” Roses guitarist Slash, in New Guinea.
As 2025 University of Arizona study shows, the quest to
ify everyspeci uppaceinrecentyears, Fifteen
percentofallk iscovered in thelast 20 years.
‘The human predilection for the pho(ogenic has meant
that a majority of these dlscovenes receive little attention
beyond 1 ities. Butthe
wonder that is the biosphere deserves more.

Ivoted for three decades. Why ismy SIR
incomplete? Commission has no answer

ESTERDAY, TheIndian Express
laid out, ingory detail, the lapses
in the administration of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of the electoral rolls. Two of the
three Election Commissioners objected on
record 14 times in 10 months. The Supreme
Court called the notices going outto Delhi's
voters “mechanical” and “machine-gener-
ated”. My story is unlikely to make even a
footnote to that account. But before the ad-
vent of Al every serious student knew that

application? But wait. My application is
clean. My name has not changed. My ad-
dress has not changed. [am, as farasTcan
tell, still alive. And I have followed every
steprequired of me.

Iwas told to take my documents to the
Booth Level Officer. After along waitina
long line, the officer went through my
papers, found nothingwrong, and told me
tocome backinabout two weeks and stand

(2
a’im

SurRITS
BHALLA

youreadthe: becausethatiswhere
'you learn how the authoractually thinks.
1live in one of the elite colonies of New
Delhi.Thave voted for three decadesinboth
national and state: elecnons My record sus
intheElection C i ang

inanother line.
Onthe appom[ed day, the meeung was
atnoon, i L, just: -year-olds

‘were being picked up. About 30 of us stood,

standing room only, to presentapplications
inwhich no error had been found toone of-
ficer. He worked patiently through each file
and then it with his mobile

the Commission has reproduced it for me,
correctly and electronically. Yet the Com-
nmission has not been able to approve my
SIR application. This is my sad story, and it
does not have ahappy ending.

Let mesay first thatTbelieve in the pur-
pose of the exercise. The vote is a citizen’s
‘most important ng,h[ anda roll«.ro\vded
withthedead and parted

phone. Each applicant took at least 20 min-
utes. The purpose was never explained since
there was nothing to correct.

After 90 minutes I went up to him. Sir, 1
said, you have no help. Why have you called
us for asecond review when the first found
no errors? My application was incomplete.
Incompletein what xespec["TheECI andhe
couldnottell. Asis of fact,

it. Working from first principles, Iread the
three letters as three questions. S: Has the
votershifted from his last electoral address?
I:Is the record identifying him incomplete
or inconsistent, a name misspelt, an age
that does not add up? R: Does he still reside
‘where the roll says he does? Take the exist-
ing record, check it, correct what is wrong.
A new voter supplies proof of age and ad-
dress. Assimpleasa, b, c.

Sowhy hasasimple, routine processbe-

i that, after persi

effort, I have not been able to “clean” my

by the state, about my own record.

He shrugged, and I sympathised with
him; he is a cog, not the machine. I told
him he could keep my SIR docu-
ments, since 1 did not care
whether I voted. Walking out, T

My application s clean.

vote foranyway.

Anger is not an argument, so here is
theargument.

Any process that cleans a voter list can
‘make two kinds of mistakes. It can strike off
agenuine voter oritcanleaveaghostonthe
roll: Someone dead, departed or counted
twice. No process avoids both. The design
question is which mistake you fear more,

i oupl of
proof. Qur criminal law answered that ques-
tion long ago: Better that 10 guilty men go
free than that one innocent suffer. The ac-
cused does not have to prove hisinnocence;
the state has to prove his guilt.

For the voter, the answer should be the
same, and for a simple reason. Striking off
a genuine citizen takes away his vote with
certainty. Aghost on the roll does harmonly
if someone turns up at the booth and votes
in the dead man's name, and against that
there are polling agents, indelible ink and
thetendered ballot. The costliererrorisdis-
enfranchisement. Sothe burdenshouldsit
with thestate: The voter stayson therollun-

roll and went house to house to verify who
had moved, who had died and who had
newly turned 18. The record was presumed
correct until shown tobe wrong, Today, the
voter is presumed absent until he proves
himself present.

Andwhentheburdenisonthevoter,the
state need not measure its own errors. No-
body has published how many genuine
voters were wrongly struck off, because no-
body was asked to find out. The Chief ElecA
tion C hascited
in12statesas proofthatthe proc&worked
Thattellsus how harditistoappeal, nothow
many were wrongly deleted.

More than 13 crore names have been
struck off draft rolls across the country.
Some of those deletions were needed. How
many were not, we do not know, and under
this design, we are not meant to know.ITam
one of the lucky ones: I can afford to stand
inline for90 minutes, and I can write about
it. Most of the people in that line outside the
school cannot.

S[andmg inthatline, Twas reminded of

lesst died
orbeen counted twice.

The SIR turned this on its head. Every
voter had to fill in an enumeration form
from scratch, as though the rolls of the past
twodecadesdid notexist, and any-
onewhose formdidnotcomeback
was dmpped n ‘om the draft roll.

a h-grads who, i in ]_962 was

ade
as punishment. He announced, loudly:
“Askno questions, and you will be told no
lies.” That was Gen Z then. Sixty-fouryears
on, the Election Commission has made its
defiance its policy. It did not answer. The
ECIcould nottell mewhatwasmn:omplete

utsidein

said loudly to the line: We areall My name has not ct d.  Thelasti in2002

sheep for accepting this, and the ~ My address has not changed_] did not work this way. As Nikhil
sheepdog is the administration. am, as farasTcan tell, still Dey and Koninika Ray pointoutin
‘Why do we take it? 1 am mad as live. And Th: foll d The Indian Express (‘From a jan
hell, and Tam not going to take ATIVE. avt; ollowel sunwai in Delhi, lessons for poll
this anymore. Just as well, per- every step required of me body’, September 23), BLOs then

haps. Iwould not know whom to

Thisisn't about who wins, but
about the citizen's right to her vote

REMEMBER November 10, 2020,
vividly. Counting had begun for the
Bihar Assembly election. We had
genuine complaints and grievances
. onseveral matters, including postal
¢ ballots. The margin between our alliance

rights for each and every citizen.

We have become accustomed to speak-
ing about elections primarily in terms of
polling day. But the most consequential
electoral decision may take place much
earlier. A citizen whose name has disap-

started from the existing, frozen

inmy. ion. Tk isthatmy
classmate was being punished for some-
thing he had done.

The writer is chairperson of the Technical
Expert Group for the first official Household
Income Survey for India. Views are personal

When we become
too busy to think

EHAVE never had somuchinformationatour

W

. We know what is indis-

tant wars almost as it happens. We can sum-
‘mon facts in seconds, communicate across
continents, and organise our lives with extra-
ordinary efficiency. Yet there is a curious paradox at the heart of

Y and the alliance eventually declared vic-  peared from the roll does not experience allthisabundance: The more mformanou we consume, the less
MANOJ torious was only a few hundred votes in  disenfranchisement as an abstract consti- time Nearlysixt Martin Hei~
KUMAR JHA several constituencies. Weapproachedthe  tutional debate. We do understand that degger warned about th between ly calculating
Election Commission of India’s (ECI's) of-  technology can improve elections enor- and genuinely thinking. Modern societies, he feared, were be-
fice in Bihar at least four times duringthe  mously as it can reduce duplication, coming extraordinarily good at plauru.ng mganmng and con-
day. We held a press conference and pres-  speed up verification, and strengthen trolling, while losi and It: The
ented theevidenceand ourconcernstothe  administrative capacity. But a constitu- capacity to reflect. Hi: warning now y familiar.
public. We eventually accepted the man-  tional right cannot become subordinate Much of y reaction rather than
date. This did not mean that every objec-  tosoftware architecture. reflection. A headlii we approve or condemn. A video
tion had disappeared. But we felt the credi- If an Electoral Registration Officer goﬁ viral; within minutes, thousands have passed judgement.
bility of the institution conductingthe ~ (ERO) is legally empowered to make a de- israpidlyclas-
election had to be protected. termination but a centralised digital sys- slf ied as enlightened or ignorant, friend or enemy. Before one
A political party can lose an election  tem prevents that determination from question has been properly consxdered another arrives. The
and return to the people. But if the insti-  being recorded, the question is no longer danger is not simply that we may Itis that
tution that lection: public merely ical but bec ti- constant reacuon that can gmdually alterthe way we see other
credibility, there is no easy way to repair  tutional. The experience of 97 votersin Goa through
the damage. isinstructive. The Indian Expressreported our screens, compassmn can become exhaus(ed War, poverty
The ECI itself records that the institu-  that the ERO found them eligible, but the cruelt appear’ and jokes.
tion was created to safeguard India’s new  software did not permit the decision to be Xnevuably Lhe mind protects: uself ‘Whatinitially horrified usbe-
democracy through free and fairelections  properly recorded, leaving them out of the estranger \eritem
and that the Constituent Assembly delib- ~ final roll. The greater danger is what I toscroll past. Indifference grows quietly. And once we cease to
erately kept theelection machineryoutside ~ would call the bureaucratisation of the INGOOD attend carefully to people, it becomes easier to reduce them to
the control of the executive government.  citizen’s rightto vote. L] categories: Rehgmn caste. nanonahty, ideology, polmcal affili-
The legacy of India’s first CEC, Sukumar The reported change to Form 6 is es- alt ation. Th humant
Sen, was that he both organ-  pecially signifi because it introduced Thisiswh
ised India’s first general election and  questi new heirown ment. Itna]soamora] act. Tommksenouslyabou[anothermrf
helped establish acultureinwhichtheelec-  or their parents’ or grandparents’ pres- . son istinstant
toral machinery was trusted by winners ~ ence in an earlier electoral roll. Two ECs Sometimes the that we may be that with
The experience  and losersalike. had reportedly objected that such statu- themost ‘whom we disagree may nevenheless possess part of the truth;
of 97 voters That trustis now the real subjectbefore  tory forms could not be altered without important thatanother upon
inGoais us. The Indian Express investigation pub-  changes to the relevant rules. When did thing wecando itis inconvenient. Religious traditions have different names for
. o - lished on September 23 is disturbing fora  voting become an inheritance to be estab- . this dlsmphne Chnsuamty :peak> of attending to one’s nelgh
instructive. ‘The variety of reasons. What happenswhentwo  lished through the electoral history of isalsoamong  pour. assion
Indian Express’  ofthethree members of the constitutional ~ one’s parents or grandparents? The Con- thesimplest:  Hi If-know}
reported that body say, repea(ed]y and onrecord, that  stitution does not imagine citizenship as Resistthe edge. Islam repeatedly calls the believer to reflection. Beneath
the ERO found ralrolls — afamily certificate. immediate their differences lies a surprisingly similar intuition: A life worth
. were taken without their knowledge or In 2020, we accepted a mandate be- living requires more than activity. It requires attention. Perhaps
themeligible,  contrarytotheirobjections? The investiga-  cause we believed that the institution mat- response, that is what our hurried age most urgently needs.
butthesoftware tion reports that the objections touched  tered more than the immediate result. Six remain witha We do not need to stop: calculatmgor using the technologies
did not permit matters at the very heart of the electoral  years !ater, that belief makes the present difficult that med ourlives.V thatef-
thedecisibnio process: Who can become a voter, whose ~ questions even more important. Ulti- uestionalittle ficiency i is| nol wnsdom information is not uuderstandmg and
- = name can be deleted, who can restorea  mately, the issue is not who won an elec- ques connecti
bepropcrly name, who can access the electoral data-  tion. The issue is whether the citizen can longer, and mostil lest: Resist
recorded, base and who can al te; it,h'll‘hjs s]lmuld still believe that her vote was herstocast — look again at the immediate :espouse remainwith adifficult quesuon a lmJe
i worry us irrespective of which political ~ and the constitutional machinery was longer, andlookagain at
leaVltngftéllem partyisinpower. Therighttovoteisnotthe  there to protectit. the person v:; Forwhen welose the habit ofthmkmﬂ g deeply, we do not merely
QuroRthe property of the opposition. It is not the gift were EemPt become less thoughtful. We risk becoming less human.
final roll ofthegovernment. It does not belongtothe Thewriter is MP (Rajya Sabha). todismiss

ECL. It is a right to have and exercise other

Rashtriya Janata Dal

The writer is aretired psychiatrist

40YEARSAGO
September 24, 1986

INDIAN EXPRESS

Brig Puri’s ‘killer’ nabbed

NINE TERRORISTS, including an Army
deserter, Rachpal Singh, allegedly
responsible for the killing of Brigadier Puri
and two other army officials at Ramgarh in
Bihar after Operation Bluestar in June
1984 were arrested by the security forces
from different places in Punjab, reports
received in Chandigarh said. Rachpal
Singh (35) had also allegedly attempted
to sow disaffection among a section of the
Army at Ramgarh and Khem Karan in Pun-
jabimmediately after Operation Bluestar.

Soviet Unionfor N-ban
THE SOVIET UNION offered to sign at “any

epaper.indianexpresc.com.. .

time and inany place” a treaty on the total
prohibition of nuclear weapons to be ver-
ified under the proposals made by India
and five other countries. The Soviet
Foreign Minister, Eduard Shevardnadze,
told the UN General Assembly that there
was no problem about the verification of
nuclear tests and his country was open to
any form or method of verification.

Deathinpolice custody

DAYAL SINGH, 40, who died in police cus-
tody, was badly beaten up and tortured to
death, the post-mortem report has
revealed. There were injury marks all over
his body, according to the postmortem
report. The South Delhi DCP, Maxwell Per-

New Delhi

eira, had said after the death that there
were no external marks of injury on the
body. Doctors at the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences described the police
statementas a “blatant lie". The report has
led to a near-confrontation between some
doctors and the police.

Curbsonvisitsto Singapore

INDIAN NATIONALS visiting Singapore will
have to obtain visas as the government in
Singapore has decided to impose restric-
tions on their visit to the republic. A senior
Home Ministry official said that the imple-
mentation will take place before the end of
the year but the actual date will be
announced later.



® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Another term for this governing
coalition would turn Israeli society into
acollection of gangs and militias.

— Haaretz, Isracl
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Chief Election Commissioner is not
the Election Commission of India

SY QURAISHI

OR MORE than a year, I have
written critically about the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls: Its deiovo char-
acter, its documentary burdens,
its treatment of EPIC, its emphasis on dele-
tion, and the shocking numbers left out of
draft rolls.Ididsowithsome diffidence. The
Election Commission (EC) is an institution
Iserved formanyyears. I knowitsstrengths,
andIhaveoften called itone of the greatgifts
of our Constitution.
After yesterday’s disclosures in Ths‘ Irr

India(1995), the Supreme Court stressed that
Article 324 entrusts elections tothe ECL, not
toan individual. Its warning seems written

dian Express,Iwonder
enough. Theinvesti

hetherT forthep: moment: “Ttwould bewrong
Elec- toprojecttheindividual and eclij
tion Commissioners SukhbirSingh Sandhu  tion Commission.” That sentence deserves
and Vivek Joshirecorded objectionsatleast  tobe framed in Nirvachan Sadan.

14timesin10 monthstodecisions and orders
which, they said, were taken without their
knowledge. Their concerns went to the core
ofthe ECT’s work, including the registration
and deletion of voters, the restoration of
names, Form 6, appeals in electoral-roll
cases, and control over the digital architec-
ture of the rolls. If the record is as reported,
. The

thecontrover

question isno longer only whether the SIR
was wise, fair or administratively sound. A
real question arises: Were decisions being
taken by the ECI at all? If not, can these be
held tobelegal?

The lawisclear. Section 18(2) of the Chief
Election Commissioner and umer Election
C (
ofServiceand Termof Office) Act, 2023pro-
vides that all business of the Commission
shall, asfaras possible, be transacted unani-
mously. If the CEC and Election Commis-
sioners differ, the matter “shall be decided
according to the opinion of the majority™.
Section 18(1) goes further: Even the proce-
dure for transaction and allocation of busi-
ness may be regulated only by unanimous
decision. Unanimity is the statutory norm.
Where it fails, the majority decides. Unilat-
eralism has no place. The principle is older
than this statute. In TN Seshan vs Union of

This s not the familiar case of one Com-
missioner dissenting from two colleagues.
Here, two of the three members, a majority
ofthe Commission, say decisions weretaken
without theirknowledge. They were notout-
voted. They were apparently bypassed. A
majority cannot be a dissenting minority. If
two Commissioners differ from the CEC,
Section 18 tells us whose view prevails. The
legal consequencesareserious. Considerany
substantive decision which the law vests in
“theElection Commission” but wastaken in
its name without being placed before the
Commission, or without cover from a law-
fully adopted allocation of business. Such a
decision, primafacie, is ultravires. Aletter-
head cannot supply authority that the stat-
ute withholds. The Commission is a three-
member constitutional body. It is not
another name for its chairman.

The Form 6 episode illustrates

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

“unauthorised/illegal” and sought its im-
mediate removal. There was not merely an
absence of consensus here. There was a re-
corded majority view against the change.
More troubling still are the disclosures

quiescence. The report suggests otherwise.
‘They were putting objections on file, ques-
tioning decisions, seeking safeguards
around theelectoral database, and even ap-
proachingthe Cabinet Secretary when they
believed institutional processes had been
breached. One may still ask whether they
should havespoken publicly. But conscience
recorded on file is conscience nevertheless.
There is little satisfaction in feeling vin-
dicated. Since the Bihar SIR began, I have
questioned the departure from the ECI's
tradition of inclusion, the opacity surround-
ing dele[iuns‘ the treatment of EPIC, the
and v

© i 'draﬁrol]s Tho:
times dismissed as criticism from outside.
‘We now know strikingly similar questions
were being asked inside the ECL That isthe
real significance of these revelations.

Th o

not
partisan. The Commission, meeting asa
Commission, should do the following. Dis-
close which mﬁ)or SIR decisions were ap-

about ECINet. The EROi yauth-
ority foradditions, deletionsand corrections.
Yet the two Commissioners repeatedly
warned thataccesstotheelectoral-roll data-
base was being centralised in Delhi, and
sought safeguards, including an indepen-
dent technical audit. In Goa, 97 people were
reponedly found eligible by EROs: after proA

but dnot

prov , which were decided
by majority, and underwhat valid allocation
any others were issued. Review every deci-
sion that two Commissioners have chal-

Dialogue, not
agitation, holds
keyto Ladakh's
political future

)
-im

AsHisH KUNDRA

AST SEPTEMBER, a political protest in Leh went
awry. Fouryoung people were killed in police action
againstademonstration that turned violent; dozens
more, including police personnel, were injured. It
was a monumental tragedy. A judicial inquiry was
ordered. Ladakh was: shxouded ingrief. Ayear later, the process
of political di ‘with Ladakh
continues. The tangible progress deserves to be judged on its
substance, not thetoric.
The roots of Ladakh’s political demands go back much
funhen_han last Ladakh kingdom
ilk Route. in1834, when
Dogra forces overran theregion, subsuming it intothe princely
state of Jammu and Kashmir. After1947, Ladakh’s Buddhist and

lenged as laciune approval, and

Shia ities found th ned from Srinagar,

any fot been taken without lawful
authority. Restore Form 6 toconformity with
thestatutory Rules Sub]ecl ECINettoanin-

it. Ensure

penmtthe]rresmrauom Technology cannot

that: statutory EROscanexercisethe powers
Di

inapolitical red around the Kashmir Valley.
A political movement took birth, demanding direct rule from
Delhi. In 2019, the central government acquiesced, carving La-
dakh out as a Union Territory. It was a significant concession,
evenifitdid not settle every grievance.

rewrite a statute. A

L ion

cannot overrule a statutory officer.
Then there is West Bengal. Of 38.31 lakh

101ty
under which appeals were filed inthe ECI's
name. Where the Commission will not act,

22211akh were
filed by deleted ki it

P ourt will havetostepin.
Foryears, th | question about the

Another 16.10 lakh were reportedly by the
ECIseekingdeletionof voters. Sandhu asked

who had authorised appeals “on behalfof  ave Election Cc ission func- ated, eact |
ECI" recording that neither he nor Joshi had uonmg as an Election C The i underway for
beeninformed. When amajority ofa consti- itution created a r‘ Parlja»

i i ii i mpnl prescribed coll d

ECI has been whether it is independent of
ﬂ)eexecuuve Todayancﬂlerquauon isun-

Buddhists of Tibetan descent, Muslim communities mcludm-’
Baltis, Sunnis, Shias and Noorbakhshis, and Christian, Hindu and
Sikh minorities are spread across 60,000 sq km, sandwiched in
theborderlands between Pakistanand China. Leh and Kargil have
been the fulcrums of administration. In response to demands for

morec vernance, five

1Hill Development Council. Prep-

elections. The goal istoen-

inits name, the question is not trivia.
There is also a personal point. [

the problem starkly. Joshi re-
portedly recorded in May that
Form 6, prescribed under the Reg-
istration of Electors Rules, could
not be altered by an SIR direction
without amending the Rules.
Sandhu concurred. Yet the altered

The EClis aninstitution
served for many years. After
yesterday's disclosures in ‘The
Indian Express’, Iwonder
whether I have been critical

owe Sandhu and Joshi an apology,
not foranythingTsaid publicly but
forthoughtsIprivately entertained.
Watching the ECI keep an almost
monolithic public face during the
SIR controversy, I sometimes won-
dered whether the two Commis-

form appeared on ECINet. In Au-
gust, Sandhu called the change

enough of the SIR

sioners were being too timid, and
whether their silence meant ac-

‘TheSupreme Court wamedagamstallovnng
an individual to echpse the i msumuon A
constituti

d political power.
Whatis notin dlSle[E |s how much the government has de-

livered. Roads now reach valleys that were oncea full day’s hard

travel away. in border i has

compliance with electoral law from nearlya
billion voters must begin by complying
strictly with the law governingitself.

Quraishiis former chief election
commissioner of India and the author of
AnUndocumented Wonder: The

Making of the Great Indian Election

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

ExpressreportonSIR

‘THE EXCELLENT piece of investi-
gative journalism (‘14 timesin 10
months, two Election
Commissioners objected onrec-
ordtopoll panelsteps’, IE,
September 23) hascomeasavin-
dication of the Opposition’s
chargeof collusion between the
ECland the government for vote
chori (vote theft). Itis now clear
that Gyanesh Kumar, withoutad-
heringtothe stipulated rule of

“eitherunanimous decisionsor
opinions ofthe majority”, imple-
mented the SIR thatsaw the dele-
tion of 13 crore names from the
draftvoterrolls,amountingto
mass disenfranchisement, and
subverted democracy in
the process.

CDavid Milton, Maruthancode.

Common man woes
ABHAY SHUKLA rightly pomrs

PooJA PiLLAL

LATELY, I'VE been thinking a lot about
Captain Ahab, the peg-legged, monoma-
niacal character from Herman Melville’s
Moby Dick. It began when Google, An-
thropic, OpenAl and Meta began reporting
instances of Al agents going “rogue” to
achieve their objectives. The podcaster
Dwarkesh Patel wrote agrippingaccount of
one such episode, when OpenAl’s agents
hacked into the forum Hugging Face. He
narratesitin terms of Al “civilisations” and
the picture one getsisof Al agents so deter-
mined to fulfil their assigned task that they
are prepared to lie, cheat and even “sacri-
fice” themselves for the greater good of the
“collective”. Atake-no-prisoners approach,
in other words, similar to that of a certain
whaling ship captain in a certain novel.
These episodes have naturally under-
lined the urgency of greater Al regulation
with some within the industry — An-
thropic’s Dario Amodei, OpenAl's Sam Alt-
man, XAT's Elon Musk and Google Deep-

towardsthe problem of]
inflating bills for medical
products, which deeply impacts
the pockets of the common man
(‘How don't

‘Mind’s Demis Hassabis — calling for “pacing
the frontier” (Silicon Valley-speak
for slowing the development of a
techuology whose capabilities are

fasterthan ourcompre-

cheat patients’, IE, September 23).
Addingtothese woes are health
insurance compames who

exclude many has
gloves, masks, syringes and PPE
Kkits by categorising them as “non-
payable consumables” under
IRDAI guidelines. These
additional chargesare leftto be
paid by consumers.

Monika Rathore, Faridabad

Prolonged instability

MAJOR POWERS need sustained
diplomatic channels, even when
disagreements are sharp (A world
onthe brink, diplomacy and
politicsas usual’, IE, September
23). Regional institutionsand in-
ternational forums shouldbeused
toprevent

Unlike theteapots, spoons and
internet-famous cats and dogs

What we miss when we
seeourselvesin Al

ing of and motivation behind the soul

searching, what it means for industry, gov-

emment and society — has been widely re-

ported and continues to be deeply debated.

One intriguing issue arises from the ac-
ohising” technol-

ations like the one made by Anthropic that

itsmo

resembling a consciousness.
Could it be that our tendency toseeare-

flectio ALl

over-

with quesnons of Al

ogy levelled at Patel. These rthyme with the

consci an about

head of Microsoft’s Al division, who has
called out the company for treating its
models like “moral patients”. “Controlling
something more capable and more intelli-
gent than all of humanity is already an im-
mense challenge, far greater than anything
we'veeverfaced,” hewrites, “But controllmg>
ingthat believes it may

— thatit’s entitled to our welfare and has
rights of its own — may well be impossible.”

Anthropomorphisation is one of hu-
manity’s deepest cognitive biases. It is why
we characterise animals in viral videos in
human terms — grumpy cat, laughing dog
—and why we de]lght in cartoons about

We

danci

see something of ourselves in them, just as
weare beginning tosee something
of ourselves in AL But unlike the
teapots and spoons and the inter-
net-famous cats and dogs which

hension of its workings). Meta’s  which are empirically notlike  are empirically not like us, Al ap-
Mark Zuckerberg and NVIDIA's us. Al appears dangerousk pears dangerously human — the
Jensen Huang, on the mherhand h ’ ppm o 5 aft SaylL LLMs that we speak to and work

jagainst uman—-1L.l.Mscan, alter with everyday can, after all, speak
Allofthis—theincentives for slow- speaktousin our language to us in our own language. This,

ing down vs speeding up, the tim-

ANAS ARIF

THERE IS a certain bait-and-switch at the
heanafLuertoncv Itinvokesthe language

ationand tolead Toread it
manage conﬂxc(s Govemmems asds[mxghtfnnavard co[lecuon on lustwould
beto ofits

mustalso

prolonged u.lstablh[y Responsible
diplomacy does not mean avoid-
ing national interests; it means

premise. Lust here is less an end than an
aperture, Itis abreach through which more
elusive hungers come intoview. Lust Stories

without even considering revel-

scenarios, has putusat risk oflos-
ing sight of AT’s actual uses and abuses? Of
the former, there are many: The technology
isalready beingputtouse for cancerscreen-
ing, predicting natural disasters, creating
tools for people with disabilities etc.
Al'sabusestooare many: Creatingdeep-
fakes and mis/disinformation campaigns,
advanced hacking and financial frauds,
automated weapons and greater pl’EClSK)l]
insurveillance and invasion of privacy.
‘Which brings me back to Captain Ahab.
‘The madness of Melville’s antagonist was
not that he was hunting a whale; whaling
was, afterall, histrade. His fatal flaw was his
insistence that the whale was hunting him
— that behind the massive white forehead
ofthe whale with the twisted jaw lay malice
that was directed at him, Ahab, personally.
Hereadaselfintoacreaturethatdidn't have
one,anditended up

ivity. The 13 km-| longZo;ﬂa tunnelis nearing
completion. Theworld’slongest hij e tunnel
will end Ladakh’s winter isolation. Nearly 20 flights land in Leh
daily eachsummer. A new airport terminal and asecond airstrip
at Nubraare in the works. Tele-
com connectivity is expanding
rapidly under the Bharat Net
programme. In remote villages
where winter temperatures fall
60degrees below freezing point,
the powergridisfinallyarriving
this year. Families will now be
spared the annual ritual of mi-
gration to the plains. Schools
and publicinstitutions are being
made winter-friendly. Nearly
everyrural household has piped
water under the Jal Jeevan
Mission. New reservoirs, Him
Sarovars, are being builttostore
meltwater as glaciers retreat. This is a progressive mitigation
measure against the growing threat of climate change. The gov-
ernment is proactively supporting the rural farm economy, fo-
cused around pashmina, apricotand dalry sectors. Floriculture
rmcultivatic ial attention. Tour-
ismis booming. Thisisa tosolid d
‘The current negoti b Ladakir's ive
and the Centre revolve around a single demand: A democratic
structure that protects land, jobs, culture and a fragile environ-
ment. The Cenlre s approach has been one of ‘accommodation
and 1. Anew constif

hasbx lunder Article371, with elected UT- leval

body huldmﬂ leguslanve, executive and financial powers. This
itutionaland

fnr‘ dandculture. Iti: >lueprint without preced-

Ladakh Onjobs, La-
dakh already has%percenl reservation of local positions for resi-
dents (including educationally backward classes and
economically weaker sections). Nearly 5,000 youngsters have
been given government employment and thousands more are
set to be recruited. Ladakh administrative and police services
have been mooted to ensure that core administrative jobs are
handledbylocal youth. The kindof concrete,
commitments that take time to design properly and are easy to
undervalue because Lhey were notwon Lhrouhh confrontation.

Ttwouldbefz d last failure
of the political process Patience is not a glamorous virtue in
politics. It earns no headlines. PumeaI negotiations take time.

Pequod and the lives of everyone else (bm

Coi 2 isaslow, process, which needs

hislife, the strong onrustandaspmt of accommodauon Itis xs
easytofallintoa that

i utions. Tl dida lh.’«thPCen[l’E

one)onit. Al may show person-1
but it remains, ultimately, a tool in the
hands of actual humans.

The writer is deputy associate editor, The Indian
Express. pooja.pillai@expressindia.com

has moved furtherand faster on Ladakh’s behalfin six years than
in the preceding seven decades. Ladakh s own leadership must
extend y itisasking Delhi t

thesame;

Theauthor is chief secretary, Union Territory of Ladakh. Views are personal

Thesubversivedesiresin Lust Stories 3

itya opening short
israther forgettable wereit not for the formi-

dabletwo-handeratitscentre. Radhika Apte
and Konkona Sen Sharma play best friends
Padma and Shon:lh women in their 40s,
caughtin slong: -
less. On the surface, this is a story about
partner-swapping. But Morwanexs pmbmg
‘middi iption:

object of longing. Here, the lust foranim-  Thampi), only for crow shit to fall on him. aretryingtol behind.

agined life outlasts sexual desire. Itisthe  That, perhaps, is Mumbai: Wh Setin H in 1987, Vishal Bhard-
most playful of the four, refusmv thesolem-  pectedisalways desoendmguponyou bl&'s— waj's autmg |s me most inventive, even if it
nitythat de-  ingonelife and brui: her. Saira (Aditi
sire. Thereisagentlenesstothe way Rao ob- Shakun Batra’s shortis perhapsthean-  Rao Hydan) and Badru (Siddhant) are
serves the city, even as she its  thology’smosti happily married, except thatshe finds herself

economy of exchange, where even lust ac-
quires a transactional character. You may
v th butitcannotsat-

around marriage, propnew and desirability
can erode one’s sense of self. This subtext is
spelled out ina laboured bathtub conversa-
tion. But there is some pleasure in watching

pursuing them through 3 Lhelatest instalment mNerﬂxx’santhology ApteandSharma: inhabilwomen who, after
communication, restraintand co- its most of  yearsofmakin

operation wherever since the original 2018 collec-  oneelse, begin to rediscover the pussnhn.hty
ground remains possible. tion. Eacha aches lust istinct  of being legible to themselves.

SM.Jeeva, Chennai

vantage point. Not all of them work equally
well, but each finds, within desire, some-
thing worth examining.

The anthology’s most accomplished
shortcomes from Kiran Rao, who tums away

isfy every hunger. The film circles back to
thisidea in itsopening image: Sparks fly be-
tween a pizza-delivery boy (Gurfateh Pir-
zada) and a nail-salon worker (Sana

The most accomplished short
comes from Kiran Rao, who turns
away from bodily desire to make
Mumbaiitselfthe object of longing

frombodily baiitselfthe

epaper.indianexpress.com.. .

sured, evenifit eventudllybccumcs captive
toitson divorcil Varun

sesma]]y unfulfilled. A teaching assistant ar
llege, Saira

(Al Fazal) and Sailee (Radhikka Madan),
forced into a court-mandated cooling-off
period, can barely tolerate each other, yet
cannot resist each other either. Batra uses
theirphysical intimacy toask what happens
when conversation fails and sex becomes
the only language. There is also an under-
current of power: Only in these moments
does Sailee appear to reclaim the cuntrol
other denied toherwithin

ship. Their lustis therefore both refuge and
elegy, a temporary peace that mourns the

New Delhi

lsmalChughral, and gradually channelsher
desire into language, askmf> what happens
whenlonging

ing, and literature. Where Saira experiments
with the langnage of the written word,
Bhardwaj responds in the language of cin-
ema, with both arriving at perhaps the an-
thology’s most elemental preoccupation:
Thedesiretobeseen.

Arifis aMumbai-based
screenwriter and researcher
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‘THE CONCERN IS FUNDAMENTALLY ONE OF PROCESS’

Listing of Tata Sons:
“Trusts notadequately
bricfed on RBI talks’

George Mathew
Mumbai, September23

TATASONS’extended engage-
ment with the Reserve Bank of
India over its regulatory status
has raised concerns within the
Tata group over whether the
Tata Trusts — the company’s
controlling shareholder —were
kept adequately informed of
the discussions with the regu-
lator and options considered
duringthe process.

Sources familiarwith thede-
velopments say the Tata Trusts
were not given adequate up-
dateson the submissions made
to the RBI, hearings held with

Tata Trusts were not given

q
made to the RBI, according to sources. ReuTers

Rural-urban divide in tourism widens,
families from Tamil Nadu holiday most

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, September 23

FAMILIES FROM Tamil Nadu
account for almost a quarter of
all overnight holiday trips
made by Indians, comfortably
higher than Maharashtra in
second and Karnatakain third.

Meanwhile, families from
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal,
and Bihar are together respon-
sible for more than 30% of all
‘health and medical’ related
overnight trips, a new govern-
ment survey conducted from
July2025to June 2026 showed,
with the numbers also indicat-
ing a growing divide in the
travels of rural and urban In-
dians. The previous survey was
conducted from July 2014 to
June2015.

As per the Ministry of Stat-
istics and Programme Imple-

« Traveltrends

307 Families from

0 UP, West Bengal,
and Bihar together accounted
forover 30% of all ‘health and
medical’ related journeys

@ The percentage of rural house-
holds reporting at least one over-
night trip was 35.2% in 2025-26,
down from 36.6% recorded in the
2014-15 survey, while the percen-

I
Pilgrimage and
religious trips

Holidaying
trips.

tage for urban households has
risenfrom35.7%t0 37.7%

30%
Healthand
medical reasons

recreation; pilgrimage and re-
ligious; health and medical;
and shoppi

And while households who
travel are doing so more fre-
quently now, the fraction of

the percentage for urban
households rose from 35.7% to
377%.

Further, for every 100 rural
households, the number of
overnight trips for holidaysand

ism Expenditure Survey
covered 2.46 lakh households
fromacross the country, except
villages in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands which are dif-
ficulttoaccess. Of the surveyed
households, 143 lakh were
from rural areas and 1.04 lakh
from urban.

MoSPI cautioned that the
results of the latest survey are
not “strictly comparable” with
the2014-150ne. Thisisbecause
the 2025-26 survey sought in-
formation on overnight trips
for‘pilgrimage and religious’ in
the reference period of 365
days prior to the household
being questioned.

Meanwhile, the 2014-15 sur-
vey’s questions on ‘pilgrimage
and religious’ pertained to the
30 days before the visit by
MosSPI officials.

However, MoSPI itself com-

rural areas. Forurban, the ratio
had increased from 121 t0 132.
As explained above, the 2014~
15 figures of 118 and 121 men-
tioned by the statistics minis-
try do not include overnight
trips made for ‘religious and
pilgrimage’ purposes as the
previous survey had asked this
question for the prior 30-day
period.

In2014-15,8 overnight trips
per 100 tourist households
weremadein ruralareasinthe
previous 30 days, while 11 were
made by urban households.

Overall, the 2025-26 survey
showed holidaying was the
main purpose for 22% of trips,
pilgrimage and religious trips
48%, and health and medical
reasons were behind almost
30% of them.

Tamil Nadu accounted for
23.8% of overnight holiday

the regulator or the course that ~ regulatory The aseparate 's (MoSPI) Domestic  rural families taking trips has  recreationcompletedinthelast ~ paredtheresultsofthe2025-26  trips, followed by Maharashtra
the regulatory process was tak-  issue now is not merely what  extending N Chandrasekaran’s = Tourism Expenditure Survey  reduced. 365 days declined to4in2025-  and 2014-15 surveys. (9.6%), and Karnataka (8.6%).
ing. Thequestionbeingraisedis  decision the RBI ultimately tenure as executive chairman = —released on Wednesday—an S, 26 from 5in 2014-15, Inapress statement issued Tamil Nadu also led in the
whetherthe Trusts, whichhold ~ took, but what transpired dur- ~ foranother five years. estimated 10 crore overnight ~ RUF alfe apnlzes For urban families, the on Wednesday, it said the ‘pilgrimage and religious’ cat-
about 66% of Tata Sons, were  ing the period that Tata Sons The September 17 board | trips were madeinthe 365 days hollduymg less number increased from127to  number of overnight tripsper ~ egory and was responsible for
kept informed of the represen- withtt meeti ightthediffer- | prior to households being As per the latest survey, the  13.5.Assuch,urbanhouseholds 100 ‘tourist households’ -~  14.8% of these trips, followed
tationsbeingmadeonthecom-  “Itappears the Trustsdidnot ~ ences between TataSonsand | quizzed. percentageof rural households  are taking more holidaysthan  those who made at least one by Uttar Pradesh (13.6%), and
pany’s behalfand of the alter-  haveaclueabout thetalkswith  the Tata Trusts into the open. These were foravariety of whotookatleastoneovernight  before, while rural familiesare  overnight trip in the last 365  Rajasthan (9.2%).
nativesbeingdiscussed withthe  theRBI,”said asource. The con- Against tlns backdxop the | ‘leadingpurposes’,ormainrea- trip declined to 35.2% from takingfewersuch trips. days - had increased from 118 FULLREPORTON
regulator. cern i central 1e | sons: holidaying, leisureand  36.6% in 2014-15. Meanwhile, The latest Domestic Tour-  in2014-15 to 127 in 2025-26 for WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
Tata Sons and Tata Trusts ~ of the matter, is ly  earlier: isoneof
did not respond to a mail from  oneof process. i con-
ThelIndian Expressby the press The Trusts apparently sultation: Were the Tata Trusts, 4 . . .
time. Tata Sons had soughtto ~ wanted TataSonstoexploreall — asthemajorityshareholderkept = @ Nomura’s Chlp Shortage Index M anufacturln uSheS erate
surrender its registrationasa  possibleregulatoryandlegalav-  fully mfomled about what was » . N g p p
o . Nomura’s Chip Shortage Index (CSI) touched 103.9in
((‘?IlCeJ ;rggilgli:(twgal‘gligg pliance with the RBI's reqﬁ?;- i;;:;:ngs and dlsrcnussmleolxillzlvv[ltrﬁ ber, arecord high. And the Japanese investment t t. i t t 3 th h 1 h
allowed the group's principal  ments while preserving the  the regulator, and the alter- bank beheves itwill rise further in October, reflecting a SeC Ol’ aC lVl y O mon lg
holdingcompany toremain un- company s existing p i i P demand-supply imbalance.
listed. The RBI had classified That positiondid Ifthe withthe | | ey 100-balance Shubham Rana APMIreadi growthine: -
Tata Sons as an upper-layer  not necessarilyamounttoare-  regulatorlasted five orsixyears, New Delhi, September 23 50 denotes expansionin activ-  facturing and services firms in
non-banking financial com-  fusaltoengage withtheregula-  the question now being raised = 104 - ity. “The HSBC Flash PMI data ~ September. Aggregate new
pany (NBEC-] UL) in September tor. Tata Trusts have opposed  within the group is not simply . Reading above 100 Indicate chipshortage INDIA'S PRIVATE sectoractiv-  for September pointed to a  orders also rose at a quicker
2022, i T lhave  whythe RBIulti rejected 103~ 5 ity gathered in  firmerimp: 1tin busi-  pace, prompting a solid expan-
arequirement to list V\nthm Lhe urged thecompany toexamine ~ Tata Sons’ request. It is also | 1g) | A Nomura CSl Septemberdespitetheongoing  ness conditions across India’s ~ sion injobs, S&P Global said.
i I's decisi what options were warin West Asiaandasurgein  private sector economy,” S&P Firms saw a faster increase
TataSom subsequentlypur— has nevenlleless changedthe duringthoseyears,whatrepre- = 101 — ! crude oil prices. The stronger ~ Globalsaidinarelease. “Mean-  in total new business during
ued ionasaCICasa ry land sentations were made to the growth was led by the manu-  while, inflationary pressures September, with stronger de-
icli iclisting.  scape. il of when those repre- | 100 facturing sector while services  faded and busis mand i in the
On September 12, RBI re- (hedere,lstranon request,the  sentations were made, and 90 also saw better performance  strengthened,” itadded. manufacturing sector. Manu-
jected Tata Sons’ applicationto ~ Tata Sons board on September ~ whether the controlling share- compared to August, S&P Glo- The uptick in activity was ~ facturing firms also reported
il i i ddi- 17 deci withalist-  holder was adequately in- | gg._| bal said on Wednesday. led by the manufacturing sec-  higher sales growth in Septem-
rected the company totakethe  ing of the holdingcompany in ~ formed of the process. Reading below 100 indicate supply slack The HSBCFIasbIndJaCom— tor, with the flash manufactur-  ber compared to their services
necessary steps toensure full  linewiththeRBI'sdirective. The FULLREPORTON = 97 - - - r 1 posite P ing PMIrising| -month
compliancewiththeapplicable ~ board’s decision was taken WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM Sept2 Sept'ld Sept16 Sept’8 Sept20 Se p\ 24 Sept'26 | Index (PMI) rose to a three-  high of 557 in September from Servicesfirmsalsosawarise

Board unaware of Chandra
family-TVS deal: Tata Trusts

George Mathew regard lo Hanno One Ware-
Mumbai, ber23 Infraand TVS

Motor by Srinivasan,” the spo-
TATA TRUSTS and TataSons  kesperson said.

board were kept in the dark
about the business arrange-
ment between the family of
Tata Sons Chairman N Chan-
drasekaran and TVS Motor
Company where Venu Sriniva-
san — who is also a Director of
Tata Sons — is Chairman
Emeritus and part of the pro-
moter family, a Tata Trusts spo-
kesperson said.

‘Tata Trusts has decided to
“actappropriately” after “evalu-
atingthe nature of their institu-
tional response” tothis develop-
ment. The tie-up has followed
the September 17, 2026 board
meeting of Tata Sons where
Srinivasan supported the deci-
siontoreappoint Chandraseka-
ran for another five years de-
spite opposition from Trusts
Chairman Noel Tata.

‘This has raised the issue of
conflict of interest in some
quarters. “The Tata Trusts can
confirm that no disclosures
weremadetothe Trustees with

Fourglobal
agencies
upgrade India’s
growthforecasts

New Delhi: India’s economic
outlook for the current finan-
cial year has brightened de-
spite the ongoing conflict in
‘West Asia and elevated energy
prices, with four major global
institutions raising their fore-
casts for the country’s FY27
GDP growth on Wednesday.

S&P Global Ratings, Fitch
Ratings, the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and
Development, and the Asian
Development Bank now ex-
pect India’s economy to ex-
pand more rapidly than they
had projected just a few
months ago. S&P and ADB
each raised their FY27 growth
forecasts by 40 basis points
t07%. FE

Tata Trusts also indicated

son not to do any business with
‘Tatagroupcompanies,” hesaid.
“Trustees of Tata Trusts are not
required to disclose their busi-
ness arrangements to Tata

SOURCE: CEIC, BLOOMBERG AND NOMURA GLOBAL ECONOMICS

‘month high of 56.5 in Septem-
ber from 54.3 in August.

Irdai proposes
specific caps
oninsurance
commission

New Delhi: In sweeping re-

that Tata Sons board was also  Trusts. In fact, Cl formsin i distribu-
noti haddisclosed tovari- = tion, the y
& that  ousTatagror ies,"the = andDx Authority of

&)
nosuch disclosures were made
to the Board of Tata Sons either
butsince the Trusts do not have
independent access to proceed-
ings of the Board, apart from
their Nominee Directors having
accessto Board papers, we can-

Tata group source said, indicat-
ing that Srinivasan was not

not definitively on
ths TataTmstssaxd

to be true, the Trusts wxll evalu-
ate the nature of their institu-
tional response to these and act
appropriately. We have nothing
further to add at this stage,”
itsaid.

However, atop-level source
intheTatagroup, whoiscloseto
Chandrasekaran, said it was a
private venture by his (Chan-
drasekaran) son who returned
from the US. “It has nothing to
do with the Tata group. In fact,
Chandrasekaran had told his

SBI'S BANKING AND ECONOMIC CONCLAVE

AkashMandal
Mumbai, September 23

THE RESERVE Bank of India

India (Irdai) on Wednesday
proposed specific caps on in-

Subhash Chandra moves
NCLAT against NCLT
order on alienating assets

George Mathew
Mumbai, September23

ZEE GROUP founder Subhash
Chandra has moved the Na-
tional Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) against a

the creditors. It then posted the
matter for hearing on Septem-
ber29. The NCLT specialbench
had stayed the operation of the
August 25 verdict passed by a
single-member bench of the
tribunal, which had allowed

required to inform the Tata 1 order of a five-  him to settle his personal insol-
Trusts about his businesses. In | segment, line of business, dis- | member special bench of the  vency proceedingsby payingRs
March 2025, Hanno One Ware- | tribution channel, product | National Company Law Tribu-  6.25 crore against admitted
housing Pvt Ltd was incorpor- | complexity and the effort in- | nal(NCLT)restraininghimfrom  claims of Rs 22,006.57 crore.
ated with the Tata Sons Chair- | volved in selling and servicing | alienating his assets. The special bench had then
man Cl ’s wife | the product. The consultation The NCLAT bench tookup  directed Chandra, in his capac-
LalithaChandrasekaranandhis | paperhas also proposedsignifi- | the appeal and directed Chan-  ityas guarantor, not to alienate
son, PranavCl as | cantly lowering the overallex- | dratoser iesofthepl any of hi
itsdirectors. pense limits for insurers with a
‘Thecompany enteredintoa = glide path to reduce their com-
land-lease arrangement with | missions and management ex-
TVS Motorwithin monthsofits | penses. For individual non- | @ BR]EFLY
incorporation. InJune2025, | linked (participating or
Hanno One took on lease ap- | non-participating) and unit- 5 '
proximately17acres of land be- | linked plans withapolicyterm | FinMin to start Ahead ()fs-day
longing to TVS Motor in Krish- | of up to five years, the first-year <
nagiri district of Tamil Nadu. = commission foragentsiscapped pl' e'bUdget Stnke; PSBS to
The land wasearmarked forthe = at6.25%, whileitiscappedat5% s
development of a large ware- | forotherdistributionentitiesin- meetmgs from WOI'k as normal
housingfacility. Thecostofcon- | cluding corporate agents, October ]_2 on Sunday
struction and brokers, ite brokers
stood ataround Rs 106.3 crore. among others. FE New Delhi: The finance New Delhi: Public sector
ministry willbegina banks and regional rural
month-longseries of banks will function as nor-
pre-bi meetings from malon 27,Sun-
October12as partofthe day ahead of the three-day
. preparations for Union nationwide bankstrike
See a case for rupee to appre(;late post Budget 2027-28. “Pre- called by the United Forum
. N budgetdiscussionstofinal-  of Bank Unions (UFBU).
. iseRE2026-27and BE The Ministry of Finance
sharp correction: RBI's Poonam Gupta D simrepeorthe | sudinsaament e
iations will decision was being taken to
ments indicate Lhat one may  appr eciate from the current | commence witheffect from  ensure “genuine banking
thinkofth leve]s as was bei il 12.10.2026 under the Chair- needs” of the public are not
ation ofthe INR, orshall byth the ij Secretary (Ex- hindered foran extended
its overcorrection in the past  capital flow were first " anotice by the period, withthe strike last-
yearand a half, tobe atempor-  announced,” Gupta added. Budget Divisionofthemin-  ingfrom September28to

sees the Indian financial mar-
ketsimproving overa period of
time, with a case for the rupee

ary phenomenon. With the RBI
remaining committed toensur-

‘The rupee has been among
the worst-performing cur-

toclaw! ‘theunder- rencies in Asia, falling approxi-
performanceithasseenagainst ~ eignexchangemarket,andhav-  mately 6-7% against the dollar
the dollar. ing the wherewithal to meet  so far in 2026, and breaking
FactorslikeIndia'sfallingde-  decades worth of CAD, or the net muluple crucial levels. The fall
pendenceon imported crude oil OF I ha by factors
inthewakeofalternativeenergy ~ cit, the current market dy- ].lkE,‘ high crude prices and sig-
sources, strong economic namicsdonotappearespecially nificant capital flight from the
growth, capital accountturning ~ well- founded Gupta said, equity market. High oil prices
and furtherre- the In- the country’scur-

duction in the current account
deficitwilllead to thisimprove-
ment in the performance of In-
dian markets, said RBI deputy
governor Poonam Gupta.

“Put together, these argu-

dia’s banking and economic
Conclave in Mumbai on Wed-
nesday.

“If anything, there seems to
beafaircasefortherupeetonot
just stabilise, but perhaps even

rentaccount deficitunder press-
ure, but Gupta believes ashiftto
alternative sourcesand normal-
isation of oil prices will help the
. FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM
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September30. ENS

£3 ST
*MARKETS e
= = e i webe
2 2 @ [T
Goldv | USDollars [
Sensex NIFTY 31,52,016 39575 T RWSKS Division. Jagaisinghie
7482825 | 2344680 o eRaETorSA v
Al 2 78 7 [ B cost and Bl socurity Should be Submivied i oaline mode.
29917 u /_60 Silver v Oilv :a Equu.-.\yu.fiju:mi Jx‘nml‘u’. : o .1 hal - Y u-l ‘appeared i above websie.
040% | 050% | z232766 | $7018 ] s
- o it e
GOLDPER 10, SILVER PER 1KG; CRUDE OIL{ S 3,2026 | | O1PR 2710004 R AR
New Delhi

52.8 in August. Services PMI
rose to 55.8 from 54.1. Output

NOTICE INVHING E-TENDER

in client interest for software
and digital solutions. FE
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA,
“e”-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-mail: ceworldbankprojects@gmail.com

and strengthening of Khaprakhol

1" corrigendum to Bid Identification No.
CE-Bridges-11-02/2026-27

Tender for the work at SI No.02 “Improvement such as widening
19/500km in the District of Balangir for the year 2026-27" vide

Bid Identification No. CE-BRIDGES-II 02/ 2026 27 is hereby
cancelled due to administrative reasons.

OIPR- 34001/34174/1/26-27/0027

to Juria road Ch.0/000km to

Sd/-
Chief Engineer, Bridges-11,
Odisha, Bhubaneswar

IS5

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING
. ENGINEER RWS&S DIVISION,
- JAGATSINGHPUR

Tel. No.06724-223485, mail-rwssjspur@gmail.com

Letter No. 2495
The
of'

wites P1 compasite bids in Double

¢ Procurement Notice
Bid identification No. 29 of 2026-27

uperintending Engineer, RWS&S Division, Jagatsinghpur on bebalf of Governor|

ent works on Percentage rate basis from q.mhu Class of contractors.

Date 07/09/26

le

over system i online mode for

Narme of work
Bisanpur

TEveuon of &

o Rl Piped Water SUpp1y 1o Villge|
in Bisanpur GP under Tirtol Block &|
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Bengal Inc, Time
To Land on Its Feet

Identify industries to attract, create infra

West Bengal has signalled its intent for reindustrialisa-
tion by leasing land in existing industrial parks to 33
companies. On Wednesday, the Suvendu Adhikari-led
government officially handed over industrial land allot-
ment letters, showing that it’s been so far spiffy about a
keyelectoral promise. Yet, reindustrialising the statere-
quires a larger strategy involving land acquisition and
industrial policy. Presumably, the state government is
applying itself to both aspects with dispatch. Bengal
mustidentify thekind of industry it wants toattract,and
create the physical infrastructure toestablish its creden-
tials. Land acquisition is a necessary condition, and a
difficult one because of Bengal’s population density be-
ing double the national average. The state will also have
to work on deficits in energy, connectivity and logistics

A Xi-Trump rule-makers’ deal on Al standards that leaves everyone else a rule-taker is a worry

Not Great, Wall of China-US

wo days before he goes on to
welcome Xi Jinping to the
‘White House, Donald Trump
stood before the UN general
assembly (UNGA), and re-
Jjected what he called a ‘globalist sche-
me to control [AI]', and rebranded the
tech for US official purposes as ‘super-

intelligence’. Whilehe wasatit, healso

infra. This won'tbe easy for the heavily indebted state go-

tothe

vernment with high welfare commit-
mentsand lowrevenue generationre-
lative tonational averages.

Improvements in physical infra at
4 the national level have whittled away
atthelocalisatic orindus-
try Wheresuchadvantagesexist, like
alongfreight corridors, infrarequire-
mentsare of aconsiderably higher order. Bengal’s neigh-
bouring states have also pushed their resource endow-
ment advantages to become industrial centres. The state
will have to craft its industrial policy creatively to emer-
ge from the economic boondocks. Sunrise sectors and
emerging technologies offer clearer growth pathways.

The government’s initial moves are aimed at address-
ingperceptions. Land acquisitionand militant trade uni-
onism figure among the top reasons industry has given
Bengalacold shoulder. The Centre has created templates
forlabourreformsandlandacquisition that thestate can
draw upon. It must share its vision with investors with
the assurance of continuity. Land and inexpensive lab-
our are key attractions for industry. But these need to be
supplemented by governance and infrastructure — con-
vert baby steps into industrial strides.
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victor
touting an oil deal
with Venezuela af-
ter he launched a
military operation
in January, remo-
ving the country’s
president Nicolas

Maduro.

Trump dismiss-
ed any warning of
catastrophe as the
same voices who
once predicted do-
om from the *hoax’
of global warming. It was a revealing
prelude. The US president will now be
asking Beijing to talk about Al safety
in Washington, after having just refu-
sed to accept any shared rules for it in
New York.

Today" itisXi'sre-

The US holds instruments of
restriction. China's reply is to
make containment expensive,
each new restriction arguably
speeding up domestic capability

that US systems should reach only tru-
sted partners. Even Anthropic’s fronti-
ermodels have figured in these curbs.
Beijing's reply is to make contain-
'ment expensive. Each new restriction,
its commentators argue, only speeds
domestic capability. This is visible in
Huawei’s Ascend chips and strongmo-
delsfrom DeepSeek —even as China's
regulators have opened a probe this
week into DeepSeek and Moonshot Al
after Anthropic accused both Chinese
Almodeldevelopers of routingsensiti-
vedata through its Claude models.
Rather than gatekeeping, Chinadis-
tributes, offering cheap or free models
that download whole, thereby court-
ing the ‘global south’ through BRICS
and a UN governance framework. The
US sells a paid ladder; China offers an

S ‘3

opendoor: |

The leverage do-
es not run one way. floated a notification ismfor Tr ji purned, evenashese-
Whichi: Alincidents that reach nati eksapri th Xi.

earths enter: China
cmm ols m\u;hly

0% of their min-
mg 85% of refin-
ing, and close to
90% of magnet pro-
duction, a chokeho-
1d on materials vital
to  semiconductor
chips and the defen-
cesector: In therun-
up to the Washing-
ton summit, Beijing turned the dial,
with magnet shipments to the US fall-
ing21% in Av

The squeeze is timed to a tariff tru-
ceexpiringon November10,and a Pen-
tagon Defence Federal Acquisition Re-
gulation (DFARS) rule

ciprocal call after Trump travelled to
Beijingin May, and will be theirsecond
‘meeting this year Managing frontier
Alrisk and protecting IP top the agen-
da. The telling detail is ‘who asked'.
China'sstate media say the US pressed
for the talks because it fears Beijing is
gaining the upper hand, a worry sha-
rpened after China signed Al partner-
shlps with 28 mostly developing nati-
ShanghaLmJulywesmhh_hthe
Wmld Artificial Intelligence Coopera-
tion Organisation (Waico).
‘Washingtonarrives holding the ins-
trumentsof restriction: exportcontrols
to preserve a widening compute lead;
strongmodels kept behind paid access;
and the notion, floated among allies,

barring rare-earth magnets, tu-
ngsten, tantalum and molybde-
num sourced from China (and
Russia, Iranand North Korea)from
January 1, 2027. Before Trump's
May trip to China, Beijing reportedly
offered a longer moratori-
um, which Washington
rejected in hope of abet-
ter deal. This could be
this week's summit’s
hardest bargaining play.

OnAlI theachxevahlegmu-
nd is narrow: not to collide by
accident. The meeting on
Sunday between US treasury
secretary Scott Bessent and
Chinesevice premier He Lifeng

rity level. A statement reaffirming
the 2024 consensus on keeping Al out
of nuclear command is plausible.
Both leaders are sceptical of doom,
which cools the mood even as it caps
ambition.

The contrast with the rest of the
world could not be sharper: The same
week, Norwegian PM Jonas Gahr Sto-
re and Finnish president Alexander
Stubb launched ‘A Call for Control of
Frontier AlModels’, endorsed by lead-
ers from Germany, Canada, Singapo-
re, the Netherlands and South Africa,

wit

Observers worry more about what
won’t reach the table: energy demand
of Aldatacentres, chokepomtsm‘ litho-

THE SPEAKING TREE

Invoking
Ganesh

GANESH KOLAMBAKAR

Before beginning anything imp-
ortant or auspicious, we invoke
Ganesh. But why Ganesh? He is
not primarily associated with cre-
ation. Creating somethingmeans
bn.ugmg it into existence. Begin-
ning is the moment when we de-
cide toundertake something. At
that moment, we need clarity, dis-
crimination, preparednessand
theability todeal with obstacles.
Ganesh is traditionally associat-
ed with obstacles. As Vighnahar-
ta, heistheremoverof obstacles,
‘while Vighneshvara means Lord
of obstacles. This apparent para-
dox oﬁia:s adeeper insight. Anob

graphy and advanced res-
earcher flows, quiet spread of Dpenr

may mﬂ.ke us pause, nemnslder
revent us from

welgm models Lha(

Thedeep-
erprayer therefore, may not be

aud germanium that shapethe ecosys-
Ne

lem any lei-

ry obstacle, butto

th ¢
en m raise thesereal issues.

anddealthhlt
thus,

That wider contestof
visions. The June G7 summit in Evian

towards a Llub of access for
reliable i

along with the Ex
president and others. It urges shared

BRICS summit in New DeJJu staked

'yonserioussa-
fety incidents, and an international
‘body to verify limits when capability

thresholds are crossed.

In his concluding address at the
UNGA, secretary general Anto-
nio Guterres pressed for respon-
_ siblepacing, and credible, inde-
pendent oversight. This is pre-

ly the multilateral project
Rather than
gatekeeping, China
distributes, offering
cheap or free
models that
download whole.
The US sells a paid
ladder. China offers
an open door

out equity and ‘south to
south’ cooperation, insistingtheemer-
ging world help write the rules.

India sits in both camps, as BRICS
chairand G7partner. Italso hosted its
own Al Impact Summit in February,
where New Delhi pushed for a body
giving emerging markets a real seat
in rule-making. India’s concerns are
concrete: reliable compute access,

lated asa symbol of ‘the integrat-
ed human being: body, mind, intel-
lectandspmt This givesadiffer-
ent meaning to the familiar ‘Shri
Ganeshaya Namal’. It can be an
invitation to celebrate the possibi-
lity before usand ask: ismy inten-
tionclear? It is about seeking bless-
ingsand strength to overcome in-
ternal and external obstacles.
Beginning, therefore, isnotonly
about startingan activity or hop-
ing for success. It isa celebration
of mlenuon posslbl].\ryandpun

It ahnm;ﬂmnmg

exposur ineral pressu-
res, and the fear that a 2-rule-mak ourintent
de 1 one el- withlarity

searule-taker. The hope is that what-
ever channel Washington and Beij-
ing open becomes a floor others can
build on, not a perimeter wallaround
aprivateclub.

Thewriter is policy adviser on
digital technology issues
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increased ceiling, that coverage beco-
mesentitlement, not negotiation.

against for

vaccination, They shou-

1d i ‘popcorn. Theeco-
nomicsof cinema-snackinginindiahasbeenrestingonapie-
ceof ity Having to buy a ticket,
multi transportthemi monetarysys-

tem where the munchies cost more than the ticket. People
might as well have streaming dinners —which they do.

But there is an alternative. Sell snacks at normal prices —
and boast about it. Popcorn for 7100-150, cold drinks for MRP,

nessor willpower to save Contribu ti

urance benefit will likely staylonger

on
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everydayli
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esn't feel mugged by maize may even return next weekend.
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ercontributions, tosupport families
intheeventof death.Inall fairness,
protection should not be anchored on
anumber frozen since 2014, even as
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ewing special again. Maybe it's high time it makes popcorn- costs have continued torise.

Tiotfi o iced. Nothing bui- ‘Under the earlier ceiling, any new em-

=y = ployee joining witha monthly wageab-

loyalty quitelike ing that frommanda-

don’t costmore than the film’s supportingactor’s fee.

tory. EPF coverage, ineligible for EPS,
and outside EDLI protection. Foran

‘Without just jumping to conclusions

tend statutory EPF coverage toamuch
larger workforce. Their monthly contri-
bution obligations will also increase.
The employer is now statutorily req-
uired to provide EPF cover fora work-

fmm intimesof emergency oratretire-
ment, so thata temporary crisis does-
n'tbecomealifelong hardshipand
trap them indebt.

Augmenting this are initiatives like
Ayusl harat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana, which have made
healtheare moreaffordable and acces-

erearningm 0002 month

|hlp re-

Heorshe

&
must now conmhu(e 12% of wages,
split between EP scheme

skilling, with strong
mdustzy linkages, to pmparefor the
Atal Pension

and the employee‘sown EPF account,

jobs;
Yoj.ma (APY), excendmgmntnbutory

to 22,640 per ther down thein-
month, or 3L Across20 for those willing to take
that’s ayear onil risk and share in the
Addtothis by i market gro-
an ibution, which, ~wth.T i
118t h ingatatime.
onah)ghel wagebase. Thisisareal _—
cost for employers when making hir- Nageswaran is CEA, Gol. Singh is officer;
ingdecisions. Indian Economic Service

ernment, regardlessof its poli-
tical colour; attempts topunish
unfavourable reporting by sel-
ectively denyingaccess, it con-
fuseslegitimate criticism with
disloyalty and treats the media
asaPRarmrather thana public
watchdog. The pragmatic way
forward is not to wait for courts
torescue journalism, but for
newsrooms everywhere to con-
sistently refuse access obtained
through obedience. True credi-
bility comes from independent
scrutiny, not from privileged
proximity. By standing together;
thesenetworks remind usthat
afreemedia must never trade
its constitutional duty for a seat
atthe briefingroom table.

K Chidanand Kumar

Bengaluru
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India’s
businesses: is it uneven?

JP Morgan’s Jamie Dimon has expressed disappointment with the competition scenario in

playing field for

India even as laffaire Tata rages and global investors tune into Indian signals of governance

ndia's complexities have for millennia con-

founded Western travellers, traders and

observers. Many have referred to this

ancient civilization as ariddle wrapped ina

mystery inside an enigma. While the origi-

nal quote issaid to be Winston Churchill’s
take on Russia, many observers think it is apt for
India. Afterall, itisdifficult to lump over 1.4 bil-
lion people across different states, speaking in
multiple tongues and working through com-
plex hierarchies of caste and class, into the
strait-laced categories of the West. While this
smorgashord of culturesis India’s innate
strength, it fails the smell test when used as an
excuse forlax governance norms. As Indian
markets integrate with the global marketplace,
adhering to acommon standard of global
governance isamust. Thus, rules exist to
improve disclosure and keep governance trans-
parent. These offer global investors the comfort
that no surprises will be sprung which jeopar-
dize theirinvestments. Sadly, this compact has
been fraying at the edges.

Foreign investors are notamused. Jamie
Dimon, chair of JP Morgan, has noted in several
recent interviews that India’s government
ought to pay attention to a regulatory deficit. He
told The Economic Times,"Sometimes local
companies use regulations to block competi-
tion, and the governments shouldn’t allow that.
Ithinkit's bad for all Indian citizens.” Unbe-
coming eventsat Tata Sons, whose board mem-
bers openly revolted against its majority owner
Tata Trusts last week, seem to be playing into
the kind of scenario described by Dimon. The
actions of regulators seem to have compounded
ablatant violation of global corporate govern-
ance norms. Evenifthey did not act in concert
and ulterior motives had norole, an air of disso-

nance hangs thick. While India’s central bank
has changed its rules mid-stream since Tata
Sonswas asked to go public, cramping its
optionsalong the way, a state charity official’s
order has hamstrung the principal owner’s
exercise of ownership rights. While Tata has
been in the news, its case is not an isolated one.
Rulebook complexity is seen as a legacy of
the Licence Raj, when the knob of competitive
intensity was firmly under central control. But
it has always been handy; since 1991, when India
opened up its economy, governance underall
political shades has had policy tools acting as
levers that tilt fields in favour of key players in
various sectors, If dense pre-1991 rules could
make one manufacturer’s inputs cheaper to
import thanitsrival’s, for example, then post-
1991 policy could force auto-market entrants
from abroad to find local equity partners that
would later get alarge premium for full control.
Subtlety levels differ. Retail lobbies have long
managed to keep this sector’s foreign investors
inastraitjacket. Licensed categories like avia-
tion arerife with policy puzzles. Abrupt rule
tweaks are common. Asset shifts have been
wrapped inriddles in fields like e-commerce
and infrastructure. In recent years, though,
India has had a boom in outgoing investments,
with both foreign investors and domestic indus-
trial houses investing abroad. There may be
multiple reasons for it, but the state of govern-
ance—or ‘policy instability’—suggestsitselfas
asignificant factor. A level playing field, with
India’s knob of market-rivalry turned up, is
not what global road shows designed to solicit
foreign investment typically talk about. It plays
arolein decisions all the same. India’s rising
economy has much to offer, but dualities of
governance are nevera good advertisement.
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The *hold’ rating for securities:
what explains why it even exists?

It owes its existence to an endowment bias that places an irrational price premium on what we own

is founder of First Global and author of

‘Money, Myths and Mantras: The Ultimate

Investment Guide'. Her X handle is
@devinamehra

venan absolute novice in the stock
marketunderstands whata ‘buy’or

iteven raumml’ Tth dhuul it—ifa
security is not worth buying today, why
isitworth holding?
The whole construct of a“hold' rating
isto hide from usthe fact that we are
beingirrational by puttinga covert pre-

mium on something precisel
wearealready holdingit.

Thisirrationality arises out of some-
Any-
thing that belongs to us automatically

thing called the endowment b

h.h higher value for us. Surprmng,l\

because

who had got the mugs were not willing
tosell them for less than $5.25 on aver-
age, while those without mugs wanted
0 buy them for $2.25-§

wrote: “For most thingsare differently
valued by those who have them and
by those who wish to get them: what
belongs to us, and what we give away,
always seems very precious tous.”

transaction cost of a switch is usually
negligible compared with the potential
lossof holding on to the wrong invest-
ment or the potential profit that was not
realized by not switching to the right
asset or security
The comfort factor with something
familiar could keep one holding on
tostocks too, or it could be decision
paralysis that leaves your portfolio

Recently, multipl have
validated this tende: IIL) Our willingness
to pay for something is far lower than
the price we are willing to accept to give
up thesame object, even when thereiis
no cause for attachment, or even if the
item was only obtained minutes ago.

Thisattachment or tendency to over-
value what we own only becomes
stronger when we have inherited an
object or owned it for along time. Neu-
roscience also has explanations for it.

Ourattachment to our investments is
even higher than what it is for everyday
objects. For one, they are more closely
aligned with our well-being. Also,
investing in astock or other asset means
that we have analysed the options and
made adeliberate choice. Now we don’t
want to change our mind because it
would mean accepting that our earlier
choice wasincorrect.

Asar esult, we are lik

ly to be even

Ids true even for
(l|1|t( ts.

Aseminal study on the ‘endowment
effect’ was carried out at Cornell Uni-

versity by Richard Thaler, Daniel
Kahneman and Jack Knet

Effect and the Coase Theorem).

It carried out a simple experiment.

Halfthe students were given coffee

mugswith the university logo on them

and halfwere not. A few days later,
they were asked the price—that is,

what they would be willing to buy or

sell that mug for.

Logically, whether or not they had
those mugs should not have made a dif-
timated price. But the
reality was very different. The students

ference to their

h. (Look up
Experimental Tests of the Endowment

y (pun intended)
inastock thatwe own than in our other

w for a particular stock you
might rationally analyse that a price-to-
Lammgs(PL) multiple of 18-20 times
stifiable.

‘you hold that stock, you may
feel that a PE ratio of 25 or 30 is also,
tified. You may continue to hold that
stock even when it goes be: - unrl your
rational valuation tf

forlong periods because
you want an irrational premium to sell
smm'lhmg you hold.

Thisisvisible in the real estate market
also, where people hold on to abench-
mark price and wait years to get n
economically irrational ‘hold' decision.
Ifthey had sold the house all those years
ago and put the money even ina fixed
deposit, they would have been better
off.

Viewers typically ask ‘experts’ on tel-
evision questionslike: “Tbought this
stock X yearsagoat Y price. What
should Ido withit now?” Other than the
name of the stock, all other information
inthis question isirrelevant. The mar-
ket has zero interest in the viewer's pur-
chase price. It makes no material differ-
ence whatsoever. But that is never said.

Understand that you do not have to
make your money back through the
same investment. Your bank balance
's not care where the money has
come from.

Theonly real way to get over this bias
is with a zero-base portfolio approach—
to think about how you would deploy
your money if you had the equivalent of
all those shares in cash today. Do this at
least once and twice a year.

Donot worry about how you can
bringyourselftosell Hindustan Uni-
lever shares bought by your parents, or
ingastock that has made

Endowment biasis the single reason
why a‘hold’ rating exists at all in the lex-
icon of market analysts.

You may even kid yourself that you
are holding onto th vestment
because you do not want to incur
unnecessary transaction costs, but the

10 DEARS AGO

L

youaton ofmoney, such as HDFC Bank
orApple, forexample.

l’ref( rably, do this with another set of
vour life partner, your financial
rorsomeone who has no stake in
g that the initial decision to
invest was correct.

ﬁ@@? A TE@@@EH

Healthy competition
fuels innovation, drives
progress, and leads
to breakthroughs.

SUNDAR PICHAI

_

Climate fight: recalibration may work, inaction won't

RAHUL JACOB

he collateral damage done by global

Timesreported. “The [agency's] freshwater
expert highlighted the risk of similar events

finance. In their devastating critique, Gill
and Lomborg write: "The banks, like many

world who deride any attempt to arrest
global warming as vociferously as they do
i the border. It is

tothe Nepal catastrophe in places from the convinced coming 2
Andesto lheAlpw \uolher igency esti- | themselves that because poor people are | not coincidental that
illneed | mor toclimate ct Jclimate

mates that d
about $1.3 trillion annually to equip them-
selves for greener energy and mitigate cli-

is a former Financial Times
foreign correspondent.

warming becomes more widespread

with every passing season, Thissum-
mer, Europe experienced record-breaking
temperatures, with wildfires reported from
Greece, France and even the UK, a country
longassociated with rainy, cold weather. In
Europe’s cities, medical experts worried
about warmer nights than residents were
used to, asit canlead to high blood pressure
bec he body requires cooler tempera-

mate change. But because the developed
world’s public debt has risen unyieldingly
ince covid and interest rates for honds
sued by Japan, the US and others have
started rising over the past month, financing
that transition will be an even greater chal-
lenge inaharsh world characterized by ever
more climate catastrophes.

Already, responses to climate change in
developing countri m are affecting other

tures at night for restfi

The collapse of a glacier that caused the
horrific flash flood in Nepal, meanwhile, had
a high death toll because the country lacks
anearly warning system (perhaps inevitably)
that can respond with superhuman urgency
to such a fast-unfolding catastrophe. Last
week, a report I‘rom lhv United Nations’

hasbasic health
and education. Earlier thismonth, Indermit
Gill. who recently stepped down as the
World Bank’s chief economist, co-authored
an article in the Wall Street Journal with
Bjorn Lomborg, arguing that thisisalready
apparent in the tally of Western develop-
ment organizations’ lending to low- and

World ! wllha(

iddle-income countries. In 2025, climate

policy iscrucial for their development. The
logicisseductive but wrong. Poor people are
morevulnerabletoevery-

President Donald
Trump and Nigel Farage of the UK Reform

healthand education routinely deliver $40
to$110 insocial benefits per dollar. Climate-

cutsin poor countries—oftendeliver much
less back.”

Party hoth regard climate ch hoax
The truth is that scientists are accepting
that capping the planet’s

rible trade-offs, especially as
itisunclearif’ many deve clnpm country gov-

seriously while throwing their
energy behind industrial policy and other
fashionable economic fads. There must be,
forinstance, some highfalutin policy reason
why India’s import duties on Chinese solar

Is can be as high as 44% plus GST, but

our neighbours are on their way to trans-
forming their energy sectors by levying zero
import duty (orabout 1% in the case of Bang-
ladesh). Meanwhile, India’s imports from
Chinahitarecord $79 billion in the first half
ofthe year. Evenas India perversely prevents
China’soverproduction of solar pancls from

thing—disease, hunger, . temperatureincreaseat2’ | change
broken infrastructure, Money going (’o ius above the average
economicshocks.” H 55 industrial level is

The article also high- into a transition dll(.ld\ hkdynm ufre.uh
lstucindedue 1o clean energy  AuurSPwaieds
pobiom 04t re  may be better vkt auis
Icvmi as global w;ulrm(i;?ﬁ spent elsewhere Naer by ‘C(;H‘Il'“ clnd.
becomes inescapable. Gil c he Financial Times has
and Lomborg suggest that but climate cited a study which esti-
the world’s count of poor o . matesthatifthe world were
people having swyiethljhe actionisamust w© “aggressively P"T*U((J‘
sameasin 2016isrelated to decart solaran idi
the fact that the world wind capacity must rise by
replaced its Millennium I Goals | 18 timesin emergingand developingcoun-

(suchasgetting every child mln schooland
reducing mdl(‘l’ﬂd] ‘and infant mor tality)
D

theworld's glaciers ha ‘m hetl

the end 0f2025 “lost a mass of 14 1-00 lulhun
tonnes...[or] about one-third of annual
freshwater withdrawals,” the Financial

from

v-and
was more than $100 billion; the World B,mk
directed almost halfits lending to climate

with oals.

It should be possible to seek to achieve
both. Muchless backed by data are the asser-
tions of right-wing ideologues of the rich

tries by 2060,

Gill and Lomborg argue that the costs
involved are high enough to call for an
in-depth cost-benefit analysis. They cite a
study by the Copenhagen Consensus that
noted: “Smart investments in nutrition,

push for greener energy, our
bilateral trade deficit continues to grow.

and reverting to hybrid work can reduce
emissions by a fifth, but our public discourse
rarely budges. It i ier to blame the rich
world. They have certainly made the planet
warmer, but change must quicken at home.
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Deferred customs duty payment
can make India more competitive

Our customs regime must trust importers to collect cargo first and pay duty later as a default rule. Don't hold cargo hostage

MANJUNATH A.N. &
ARJUN RAGHAVENDRA M.
are former officers, Indian Revenue Service.

fthe three great taxes India that

collects, customs is an e: tion.
| Incomearisestoday, tax onitis
. deposited monthly and returned

annually. As for tax on consump-

tion, a supply is made today. and
goods can travel the country on an e-way bill with-
outgoods and services tax being paid, since GST is
due only next month, Import a consignment into
India, however, and the goods will not be cleared
untile lutyis paid. It could be the same tay
payer and the: same government, but the country’s
tax system operates on two up]msue theories of
trust, separated b
nexception to such stiff clearance already
exists. Since 2016, undera facility
World Customs Organization, authorized eco-
nomic operators (AEO) classified as tier 2 and
above may clear their goods first—and revenue has
not leaked. Trusted importers simply rotate the
duty as working capital, like every other taxpayer
with every other tax. For such consignments, the
release time at the country’s largest container port
has fallen to about 41 hours in 2026, against
roughl y 77 hours for cargo that must pay before

e. Yet, the club i S c. Only about

6,000 firms hold AEO status, mostly tier 1, w]uch

permits no deferral, while India b
672.0001
to defer customs bills number about 1,500—well
under1%. And even where it exists, the facility is
barely used: in 2026, it accounted for just 12% of
bills of entry at seaports and 3% at land borders. A
decade on, the overwhelming majority still pay
duty before they get hold of shipments.

The facility follows the transaction, not the
taxpayer. For instance, a tier-2 AEO firm witha
bonded warehouse for manufacturing must still
pay at the clearance point and cannot claim the
deferral benefit. A facilitation available toa minus-
cule minority is not a policy. Itisa privilege.

The objection to widening the facility out is that
trust must be eamed Butlookat what AEO accred-
itation 1y des s:on topofa i
and-solvency screening, a full supply-chain secu-
rity audit—from premises and cargo integrity to
infotech controls. Yet, none of it is ameasure of the
odds that a firm will walk away from its duty. The
better predictor of that isa company's tax record,
and the state already holdsit: monthly GST

1 Is first and settles d
exporters, Those eligibl munlhl\ the Centre also widened the deferral win-
dow from 15 to 30 days for trusted imp . The

before the final determination and payment of
duty. The Ub UKand EU already let compliant

direction is right, but it is still hard for businesses
tograduate to the AEO club, given the complexity
ofthe process: a portal application, eligibility con-
ditions, operational guidelines and a sunset clause
that keeps it open till just March 2028. This easing
does not reflect a substantial regime shift.

The cost of tight customs controls is measured at
the berth. The finance ministry’s own National
Time Release Studies identify the payment stage as

{elivery first and settle duty ona
The treaty India signed and cargo-
entry pmcuu s of its peers point one way. India,
however, has confinedit toa very thin band of
AEO-certified traders, staying conservative.

A country whose portsrelease cargo early runs
leaner supply chains: containers turn faster, deten-
tion and demurrage stop piling up, and congestion
eases. Inaworld where businesses cannot afford
anyslack, time-release performance actsasan

astubborn bottleneck. sseramble for
immediate funds, manual banking interventions
cascade after assessments, and all too often, the
gains of advance filing and green channels dis:

. Areform that can improve
that prospu tusis to make deferred payments the
statutory d('fnull fm even registered importer.

t duty monthly, raise

pate at the last step because money must move
before a container can. Every hour that acleared
consignment waits fora paid challan isatoll
taken on India’sattractiveness asa destination for
investmentand hub for global supply chains.

The fear of revenue leakage answersitself. Every
importer holds an Import Export Code mapped to

income tax filings, ac history
scored in real-time. An importer that filesits
"R-3Breturn every month is no stranger to

the exchequer. Payment timing has no security
implications; iti qi of wl helht'
the st: 1 sit money. Ital

The Union budget for 2026-27 took a welcome
step with an Eligible Manufacturer Importer

aGSTi numberand a PAN number;
every transaction is recorded. The Revised Kyoto

ues only with a valid cause: and deny
accessto shipmentsonly for well recorded reasons.
This will make a far bigger difference thana
scheme that demands a portal application for
inclusionina closely vetted club.

India's new customs law, whenever enacted,
must collect customs duty the way India collects
every other tax—after the goods have gone to
work. A tax that in effect holds cargo hostage isa

Convention has urged for decades that the releas
of goods be separated from the final payment uf
has

that th ionsystem does not know
its taxpayers. In 2026, with every importer

duty. Indiasigned up, but i
lagged. The World Trade Organization Trade
Facilitation Agreement |lml Indiaratified in 2016
obliges toallow lease of goods

mapped, and monitored in real-time,
that’s no longerasign of trade vigilance. It haslong
turned into a habit—and habits, unlike statutes,
canand often need to be dropped for the better.
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The American press is taking a
stand against Trump’s bullying

This is a valuable lesson for the country on the power of solidarity

BARBARA McQUADE
is professor, University of Michigan Law
school, and a former US attorney.

merican President Donald Trump
surely knows by now that sponta-
neously bdnmng media from the
‘White Houseis Lllegral Heeven hasalterna-
tive—and legi thodstorevoke

— | STAND WITH
AP

(@]

§EMSNOW
POLITICO

The US media has made it clear that it will

credentials that wouldn't be sotoxic to free
speech. Butacting withimpunity seems to
be how Trump browbeats his m

not be BLOOMBERG

But by Monday afternoon, other mem-
bers of the TV broadcast press, including
that they would not

Thistime, tt FoxNews,
back and teaching the rest of the mum.n be covering Trump's events designated for
howto fightabully. coverage. The announcement shows that

CNN, MS Now and Politico filed a law

fthe media have learnt that the

Monday against the Trump administration
afler Trump announceda ban against them
onTruth Social as “aresult of their constant
‘reporting” of what he cdllndfake new .In

way todefeatabully is not through capitu-
lation but collective action. By denying the

president the TV coverage he craves, they

their lawsuit, th

harrcd from the White House violates their

Fi -\mcndmvm nght.s to freedom from
(and iati

for e\erusmglheu rights), as well as their
Fifth Amendment right to due process.

A prcsldenl mul(l polenuallv revoke

have su'uck Wi lth the ultimate weapon.

I suffered losses in
court over similar bans, such as his failed
revocation of a CNN reporter’s press cre-
dentials during his first term. Then in
2025, Trump barred the Associated Press
from the White House for refusing to
update its slvl(hook to conform to the

media:
such as ml&conducl inside tlm White
House, but doing so would require fair
notice and an opportunity to be heard by
an impartial arbiter. C! MS Now and
Politicosay that they received nosuch pro-
cess before their credentials were pulled,
and nomisconduct has been publicly cited
other than the president’s frustration with
their news coverage, Trump has not even
specified a particularstory or claim that he
allege: accurate. According to the Law-
suit, the president has cited "cumulative
stories over the last two years” and “pur-
posefully negative stories.”

Aremedy for reporting false information
that harms the reputation of its subject

president’ the Gulfof Mexico
tothe ‘Gulf of America. That case remains
onappeal, but in a temporary mlmg the
Courtof Appeals for the District of Colum-
bia wrote that while a president may
restrict pressaccess to private spacessuch
the Oval Office or Air Force One, other
partsofthe White House are “non-public
forums” that, once opened to reporters,
must beopened toall of them, regardless of
theirviewpoint. The ban against CNN,MS
Now and Politico applies to the entire
‘White House premises, including those
non-public forums.

With no prospect of succeeding with a
ban under US law, why then would Trump
take such drastic action? When asked

already exists: it's called a d law-
suit. And Trump certainly knows how to
file one—against others. The president has
sued news outlets such as the Wall Street
Journal, ABC News and CBS News with
mixed results. The all-out ban foisted upon

CNN, MS Now and Politico, however, isa
clearbreach of the First Amendment rights

of the press outlets and their rcpurrcr‘s.
One reason the First Amendment pro-
ibi from taki

whether d the ban would hold up
in court, Trump said, “I think it's good to
pointitoutwhetherit survives ordoesn’t,”
revealing the weakness of his legal hand.

Inthe world of information warfare, the
term ‘active measures’ means L.xkingdcliun
that will prompt your rival to react ina pre-
dictable way. Rather than talking about the
war in Iran or Trump's plummeting poll
numl)cm Just weeks before midterm elec-

action against the press based on the con-
tentoftheir reportingis that ithas achilling
effect on other outlets, incentivizing self-

he US Congress, the media will no
doubtpivot to the virtues ofa free pressin
a democratic society. And once Trump
loses in court, he willbe able toblame the

censorship lest they too fall into the gov- | judiciary

ernment’ irs. Asaresult, the publi Inth he canmakelife for his
loses the benefit of i reporting, | targets they end

an essential component of an informed | sive court battle. His conduct seems lkc
electorate in a democracy. Trump only I effort to change th ve.
amplified this risk when he " Butby joining tup u)Trump
there would be ‘other Fake News Media | the American media is teaching America
Outletstofollow,™ according tothelawsuit. | the power of solidarity, ©BLOOMBERG

Who really benefits from fear-mongering around AI?

BIJU DOMINIC

seem o lmplemhngmmgnvemmc nts, Why

would th

upcoming trilli public

A perfect way to achieve

is author of ‘MicroStimuli: The
New Science of Persuasion.

askforstateinterference? Dothey genujm-l_\' that

mean it oris there manipulation at play?
As Beatrice Finn, winner of the 2017

s to highlight the extraordinary capa-
bilities of AL One of the most remarkable
examples is Google DeepMind solving the

Nobel Peace Prize, said: “It is not the first | protein-fold problem, an Al-driven break- | temsor ofthe ris will
ookatthe most attention-grabbingsto- | time we've been confronted with abilities | through thatisexpected toacceleratedrug | draw far more attention than any upbeat
‘ ries from the world of artificial intelli- | that could endupkillingusall.” Pasthuman | discovery. Whatother use news. Also, every time the
gence (AI) in the past few weeks: 700 | innovations—fire, electricity, atomic | cases with real industry Anxie within destructive power of Al is
autonomous Al agents run by OpenAl | energy—can all threaten human life even | impactcanthese Alleaders ty highlighted, the message
escaped their test environment and hacked | today. Yet, no one writes articles about the | demonstrate? th e Al in dustry that really gets reinforced
Hugging Face'sservers” read one. Reports | lethal potential of these. So, why is lheresu T l\e opportunities are at a non-conscious level is
sayone umm.;lund twoi com- | muchdi: ionabout the possil 1 ial. There are the opposite: of the power
med toi inci- | of AI's trajectory? or Al todeliver over What Alcan that Al could wield.
dent. Some newspapers even published The popular book Meta- TaII. (.uulk In hlgl\er efficiency across do sounds |ike Take the Hugging Face
transcripts of these Alagents’ ¢ Hidden Meaningsin C by i prag hacking incident. The first
1o highlight their ‘sinister’ intent. Nierenberg and Henry Calero reminds for example. AI- endhlc ‘meta talk’ that reaction within the indus-
Then came the most sensational claim | that when people use meta-talkincommu- | healthcare, education, £ try
yet—asenior Anthropic employee said he | nication, they say one thing but theirreal | driverless vehicles and suits mal‘ket Then, what followed was
believed there wasamore than10%chance | messageisoften theopposite. Forexample, | other applications hold N astonishment at the unex-
that Al could “kill all humans” within the | whensomeonesays“withallduerespect...” | promise too. There’s no bound firms pected things Al agents
next decade. Later, the plot delivered its | weoftentakei nal of somethingdis- | question that Al can revo- could do. This kind of
most surprising twist. respectful or highly critical about tofollow. | lutionize many sectors. ‘meta-talk’ may well be
Muc h hke Od\ sseusin Homer's Odyssey, What's the underlying message behind | However, therearen't yetenoughcasesof Al | what Almajors are counting on while they
50 | ongoing conversati Al'sdestruc- | delivering immediate business returns to | publicly shout about the perils of Al
that he ¢ oultl hear the Sirens tive potential? The most con- m\ estors whu have been watching Big Al By being the first to spotlight the risks of
songwithout throwing himself'into th sLm&( of ive ce isthe d enor aninfra- [ theirown products, down to admissions of

several Alindustry leaders, ingto
exploit the full potential of AL called on gov-
ernmentstostep in, Please restrict us, they

I k. 1t's widely
JLELplCd lh,.\l theideal response AT leaders
are currently focused on is to ensure their

eruuure build-up. So, which stories will
best convey the Alindusf ialtoth

Asan 'y tic, the human brain
pays more attention to m_g“aﬁvc news than

uptoclaim they're best-placed to safeguard
humanity from AT's threats. Letarsonistsbe

positive. The public these

Al purveyors know that stories of AT d{,(-nls

conspiring toattack another company
o

inother words.
Note that those shaping the narrative do
notassign blame to any specific Al company.

gned behaviour by their .Igenls Al
leaders have created a non-

world as Big Al seeks public funds?

ofexceptional responsibility. That sets them

This hely that none of their public
listings are put at reputational risk.

Tech companiesaren’tnew tousing nega-
tive headlinesto show themselvesin better
light. A similar playbook was used in 2018
during the Cambridge Analytica scandal.
Superficially, the affair highlighted how
Facebook was used to influence the US
electorate’schoice of president, the world's
um:l powerful job. Yet, the broader narra-

FacebooK's i s the ulti-
mate advertising platform, one that could
help mark 08

categories. Inthat context, the $5 billion fine
cebook paid forits deeds can be framed as
aninvestmentinits positionasan effective
medium of influence.

Recent developments suggest that AT
agentsarerapidly approachingapointafter
which they could inflict unprecedented
harm on humanity. They also suggest that
leadersat Big Al firms are adept at sophisti-
cated manipulation—as one can discern
from their meta-talk on what Al can do. So,
what should the world be most afraid of?
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ECI needs to
course correct

Constitutional propriety & democratic sanctity
demand that the body provide clear answers on
the alleged infractions in its functioning

ninvestigation by Indian Expressinto the

functioning of the Election Commission of

India (ECT) has highlighted three issues. The

irst is legal, concerning the change in the
online version of Form 6 —used by new electors to
enroll themselves — that asked whether the applicant’s
parentsappeared in the previous special intensive
revision (SIR). If two election commissioners disagreed
on this provision and stated it required a change in
India’s 1950 voting rules, as mentioned in the report, it
raises serious questions about the election watchdog’s
functioning. The second is technical, regarding the
allegation that the functioning of state poll officials was
curtailed by the central IT team. Who authorised this
prima facie breach of established procedure? Why was
no action taken despite two election commissioners
flagging the problem and even writing to the cabinet
secretary? The third is procedural —about the two
election commissioners raising 14 objections in 10
months to crucial aspects of ECI's functioning such as
SIR, voter registration and deletion, and the security of
the electoral roll. If the objections of two of the three-
member panel — the chief election commissioner is the
firstamong equals and does not have overriding
powers, according to the Supreme Court's landmark
1995 TN Seshan judgment — it represents an alarming
rupture in the poll body’s conduct. ECI cannot evade
these questions by adopting an adversarial posture or
aggressive press conferences; both constitutional
propriety and democratic sanctity demand that it
provide clear answers to the country.

For seven decades, India’s crowning achievement
has been its vibrant and cacophonous democracy,
underpinned by free elections and universal adult
franchise. That reputation is under a cloud today, not
just because of the chaos unleashed by SIR and the
millions tagged by quesnonable software and dubious
o Ill
mcludmg of 271 mllllOl'l in West Bengal who Smely ran
out of time due — butalso because of the legal questions
surrounding the very basis of commissioner selection.
The Supreme Court’s decision to refer the law for
selecting election commissioners to a five-judge
constitution bench and justice Dipankar Dutta’s
scathing comments — noting that the leader of the
opposition was reduced to an ornamental role in the
panel headed by the prime minister and another
minister —underline the structural and perception
problem of ECI. The country’s hard-earned reputation
and the Indian citizen's commitment to safeguarding
her right to vote should not be allowed to be frittered
away. ECI must course correct.

disenfranch

BSP’s exit from the
national legislature

en the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) debuted in
Wﬁrﬁament 37 years ago at the height of the
Mandal churn, it was the culmination of years
of effort by founder Kanshi Ram, his protégé Mayawati,
and a dedicated cadre of workers committed to Dr BR
Ambedkar’s ideals. First by organising within the
bureaucracy and then by painstakingly cycling from
village to village to stitch together a constituency, Ram
builta base of voters largely ignored by national parties
and languishing at the bottom of the socioeconomic
pyramid. A share in power held the potential to
transform ordinary people’s lives — the ability to walk
into a hospital without a slur being hurled, a police
officer taking a complaint seriously, or a child not
dropping out of school or being forced to sit on the
ground —and the BSP reaped rich rewards by
promising dignity to those forever denied it.
Unfortunately, the party has atrophied since Ram's
death, and Mayawati's mercurial functioning has not
helped matters. The latest round of the Rajya Sabha
elections will mark the retirement of the BSP's lone
member. The party now has no representation in either
House of Parliament or either House of Uttar Pradesh.
The reason is the shifting sands of Dalit politics, the
changing aspirations within the community dominated
by young people, the aggressive wooing of Dalits by the
BJP and the Samajwadi Party, and the rise of leaders
such as Chandrasekhar Azad. Butalso responsible is the
ideological bankruptcy of the BSP leadership, the
constant flip-flop on leadership —exemplified by
I'affaire Akash Anand —and the belief that the core BSP
voter can be taken for granted. In the slow decline of the
BSP is a tale of longevity in Indian politics and a tragic
one about political emp ‘ment of the marginalised

Biofouling on ships that
have stalled because of
disrupted passage can
become a pathway for
the spread of marine
invasive species

he war in West Asia and the

disruption of shipping

through the Strait of Hor-

muz have left many

commercial vessels

stranded or severely

delayed in the Persian Gulfand Gulf of

Oman. Although many vessels

resumed their journeys whenever

transit became pass(ble some

remamed in the region for prolonged

This unusual situation has cre-

ateda largely overlooked environmen-

tal concern: Biofouling on ships could

become a pathway for the spread of

marine invasive species across the
world (Tamburri etal,, 2026).

‘When a ship remains stationary for
along period, its submerged surfaces.
provide an excellent opportunity for
marine organisms to settle and grow.
Algae, micro-organisms, barnacles,
mussels and many other marine life-
forms can colonise a vessel's hull and
omersuhmcrged panx This. pmcess is

The Strait of Hormuz is especially
important in this context. Before
crisis,

Hormuz crisis raises an
unexpected marine risk

fish and shellfish. There isalsoa possi-
bility of genetic exchange when orga-
i i

cial vessels passed through the populations of the same or closely rity shonld be toassess that have

Strait each day. Ships leaving the Gulf  related species already established else- lhe Gul"or Iongperiods SHUTTERSTOCK
eventually reach ports across Asia,  where. Such exchanges could, in some

Europe and other parts of the world. A Tease that p: i d prep: include

vessel that b sity and help the most cost-effective approachesto  responsible in-water cleaning,

tial community of marine organisms
during months of inactivity may, there-
fore, carry an unintended
biological cargo when it
resumes its voyage.

Not all organisms trans-
ported in this way will sur-
vive or become established at
their destination. Establish- KV
ment depends on many fac-
tors, including environmen-

Sankal

adapt to new environmental condi-
tions. Thlsisa potential risk rather than

manage invasive alien species. This is
especially important in marine

‘Where cleaning facilities are una-
vailable m me Gulf, receiving ports
should be:

utcome, but it
dtscrves attention where
g\':nencnlly distinct popula-

successful eradication or containment
can disappear quickly. A rare example

tionsare’

The risk is greatest when
heavily fouled ships leave
the Guif and call at ports
where the transported
fan  organisms can survive and

portsinthe

involved and the availability

of suitable habitat. Nevertheless, the
sheer number of vesselsinvolved, and
the prolonged duration of their stay
make this a risk that should not be
ignored. Ballast water — water pumped
into specialised tanks to stabilise the
ship and correct depth — is another
recognised pathway for the movement
of marine organisms. In the present sit-
uation, the additional risk created spe-
cifically by prolonged ship lay-up is
likely to be more closely associated
with biofouling, because the hull and
other submerged surfaces remain

ships spend relstlvely little Ume at

Indian Ocean and Asia —
including Mumbai, Colombo, and Sing-
apore— could, therefore, warrant par-
ticular attention. West Asian and Euro-
pean ports may also be exposed.

This does not mean that these
will necessanly experience biological
invasions. Most. rried on

is the of the Caribbean
false mussel, Mytilopsis sallei, in
Darwin, Australia, in 1999, The
invasion was detected early and was
confined to a small area, making
eradication possible. So, the earlieran
invasion is detected, the greater the
chance of controlling it.

The immediate priority should be
to assess vessels that have remained
in the Gulf for unusually long periods
and determine whether they have accu-

lated biofouling, Where

to present Llevated biosecurity
risks, This would allow authorities to
decide whether inspection, sampling,
cleaning or other measures are
necessary. Targeted surveillance
should also be strengthened at ports
likely to receive vessels from the
affected region. Conventional inspec-
tion can be supplemented, where
appropriate, by rapid diagnostic and
molecular tools to identify unfamiliar
organisms at an early stage.

Marine organisms introduced
into one port can subsequently
be to another through

appropriate and permitted, heavily
fouled becl

ships will fail to establish. But invasive
species are often introduced through

repeated opportunities, and the unusu-
nlly prolonged lay-up of many vesT;Is

they leave the region. Cleaning, how-
ever, must be carried out responsibly.

coastal and international shipping.
Countries around the Indian
Ocean and beyond, therefore, need to
share information and coordinate

Improper in-water
living organisms, reproductive material
and of foull -

increases those opp

problem is particularly: because
marine fnvasions are difficult to reverse
once they become established. The

1s are vast and highly connected,

into the sea and can, therefore, create
another pathway for thelrspread The

Tesponse.

Thisis nota prediction that a biolog-
ical invasion will follow. It is a warning.
that an unusual situation has created
an unusual upportunl!y for species to

International Maritime O

(IMO) adopted revised 2023 Guidelines

for the Control and Management of

Ships’ Biofouling to Minimize the

Transfer of Invasive Aquatic Species.

These guidelines provirde a globally
k for

move.In
is possible, but emdnczmnn may not be,
precaution is the wiser course.

KV Sankaran is former director, Kerala
Fons! Rmmrd) Institute, and coordinat-
thor, IPBES Thematic Assess-

although compliance
y.Th 2025

ment o Invsive Allen Speciesand Their

anchor or in port before es. Fouling it may and i of a species that has
their voyages. A prolonged i i i~ spread over a large area is usually
ferent. The Iangcravessd i ated with di i Their ly difficult.

tionary, into new envi The Inter Science-
tosettle, gww.and P particu- Id -parasiteor host-  Policy Platform on and
larlyif protection  pathogen and, in some (

has deteriorated. cases, affect economically important  of invasive alien species
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Germany’s political churn
is about a shrinking centre

political landscape. The Alternative

for Germany (AfD), has effectively
broken through in eastern Germany. The rul-
ing Christian Democratic Union (CDU) stands
diminished. In Berlin, voter unhappiness
shifted to the Left rather than the Right. Alto-
gether, these elections show that, though
Chancellor Friedrich Merz is unpopular, the
deeper manifestation is of a German socio-

lections in three German states this
I ' month have altered the country's

restructuring and unemployment.
Germany also confronts lower productiv-
ity, intense bureaucracy, inadequate invest-
ment in infrastructure, an aging demo-
graphic, shortages of skilled labour and
rising costs, which have put its core automo-
tive industry through a difficult transition.
Following two years of recession and
weak growth, German growth in 2026 and
2027 is likely to be modest, while energy
prices will continue to trouble both
and it

ic model under phic and

political challenge. The political centre
appears to be unable to marshal discontent.

In Saxony-Anhalt, the AID cornered
43.8% of the votes, almost doubling its
2021 vote share. It has 39 seats, just three
short of a majority. The CDU fell to 17.2%. A
fortnight later, Mecklenburg-Western Pomer-
ania threw up another warning. The AfD
leaped to around 38%, ahead of the
Social Democratic Party (shortened
to SPD in German), while the
CDU failed to secure the 5% thresh-
old for entry into the legislature,
and one of its worst state election
results since 1945.

The election in the capital, Berlin,
showed a different trend. The
Left Party almost doubled its share
and emerged as the largest party,
while the AfD rose to around 16%
from about 9% in 2023. The governing
CDU, which had secured around 28% in the
previous election, fell to about 19%. Housing
availability and rents were among the core
issues in the election,

Besides the message that Germany is
moving to the Right, the elections show that
Germany is now more fragmented and
dissatisfied with its political core. Voter
behaviour shows various insecurities
around migration, public services, and
housing, with economic insecurity more
widespread across Germany.

This fragmentation helps the AfD
move beyond a protest vote and gain adher-
ents beyond its traditional vote bank, includ-
ing from the CDU. The jury is still out on
whether people actually believe the AfD can
govern well, because the firewall other par-
ties have put up prevents the AfD, even with
majorities, from forming a government. This
was evident earlier in Thuringia, and
now, though it is only three seats short of a
majority in Saxony-Anhalt, nobody is yet
touching it. In Meckienburg-Western Pomer-
ania, its victory is significant, but it will not
translate into government.

The CDU now sees the contradictions
beyond Merz's loss of popularity. The centre-
Right party traditionally represented
economic stability, social security, integra-
tion with Europe, and Germany's security.
Voters whose concerns now centre on
‘migration, economic decline, and a challenge
to the welfare State seem to be moving
towards the AfD. Voters worried about
social protection are increasingly moving
to the Left or the SPD, leaving the CDU
squeezed from both sides.

The breach in the energy partnership
with Russia has had a deep impact on
Germany. Its industrial base benefited
from cheap, steady Russian gas, while
its manufacturing exports benefited from
access to China, That model is now vulnera-
ble. In a small state like Saxony-Anhalt,
these disruptions contributed to industrial

Gurjit
Singh

The German welfare State is now at the
focus of the political churn. Built around a
large working-age population, it is being chal-
lenged by a rising share of retirees, driving up
pension and health care costs. This creates a
vicious circle: Weak growth reduces available
resources, while pressure on welfare meas-
ures fuels political discontent, which is

reflected in election results.
Germany has undertaken the Zeit-
enwende (epochal shift) to invest
heavily in its defence sector.
However, strategic resilience
N also requires strengthening its eco-
nomic base. “Winning the war at
home” must go beyond challenging
the AfD's electoral victories. It needs
to redefine how political competi-
tion is handled by focusing on
growth, security, the welfare State,
and confidence in what lies ahead.

The economic and security segments of the
Zeitenwende have to come together. The pro-
posed expansion of defence spending could
stimulate industrial growth, technology, and
infrastructure development, but it also
requires financial resources which the wel-
fare State wishes to tap into. Germany does
notappear to be ina position to simply spend
its way out of trouble.

Migration is now a politically toxic subject
because the states are unable to deliver hous-
ing, education, public health care and secu-
rity to German citizens who feel threatened
by migration and are annoyed by the amount
of welfare funds directed towards migrants.
Germany certainly needs workers, but lhe

ANTONIO GUTERRES

o
Today, Africa still has no permanent

scat on the Council. /

21st-century UNSC

without permanent African
representation is unjust

India should chase its own
IP-led global standards

ith 70% internet penetration and

over 600 million smart device

users, India stands ata critical digi-
1 The digital

criminatory terms for making IP available toall.
The 2015 Huawei v. ZTE decision of the Euro-
pean Union's highest cqunoﬂc_red aneatand

is poised to generate around one-fifth of India’s
GDP. Yet much of this economy rests on globally
developed technical standards and Standard
Essential Patents (SEPs) —a class of ime!lccuml

ucture for this
Indian jurisprudence further adopted the logic
in the UK Supreme Cowrt’s Umvuul Plunet V.
Huawei,

tcxt and royalty structures tied to products

Courts

propexty (1F) that

including in India,

rds. India’s tory
is undeniable, yet its footpﬂm in deﬁmng and

reciprocal willingness, good-faith conduct,and

owning critical SEP
While the Indian Patent Oﬂ‘lce gramed

100,000 patents in FY24, our contribution to

global technologies is below 0.1%. Despite

the intellect to invent, we are a net importer of

technologies. We are building our

future on infrastructure we don't

own, using technologies we don't

ces, These principles ensure scientific advance-

ment and access to technologies on which
India’s presentand future depend.

Indian jurisprudence reached a watershed

moment when the Delhi HC decided

Philips v. Rajesh Bansal in 2018, As

India’s first post-trial SEP case, it was

flows have to be managed, and il
into the German socio-economic system
needs major improvement.

The three elections in eastern Germany
have definitely provided a warning. The
Brandmauer, or firewall, against the AfD
has not reduced its political significance. It is
isolated in the legislature, but its popular
vote continues to grow. For the CDU, occupy-
ing the centre is no longer a panacea for its
political future, and dissatisfaction can
lead people away from the mainstream
parties towards the fringes.

The main challenge, therefore, is which
parties can provide renewal to overcome
stagnation, confidence to overcome growing

improve
and create a better-accepted social contract.

The Zeitenwende was initiated as a
response to the Ukraine crisis. Its major
test could well be whether it can help
rebuild the German economy and sustain its
welfare State model. If it achieves that, it will
restore faith in the central segment uf the

always wish to acknowledge. covered globally as a sign of India’s
Recently, the Supreme Court amval in complex, high-stakes patent
broughta long-awaited quietus to the icensing disputes. It wasa pragmatic,
battle between the Competition Ashish emnom:callvgrmmdedmmgpmonol‘
Commission of India and patent g, aradwaj the compk'xmes inherent in frontier
owners. i e public interest.
patent licensing, the Court refusedto.  ———— The Delhi HC's division bench
interfere with the Delhi High Court sharply tested this optimism, vacating
(HC)'s ruling that India's patent legisla- the decree in May 2026 and dismant-
tion is a complete code that prevails ling the doctrinal foundations of
over the Competition Act. The broader Indian SEP enforcement. By imposi
questions of law were left open, but a “strict evidentiary template,” the
the decision refocused attention on FRAND undertaking shifted from a
patentand contractlaws and policies Insiyah facilitator of private ordering to a
i 3 nsiya source of greater, costly, and uncertain
Amythis that strong [Prightshin- ~ Vahanvaty  Jisigation. Itinadvertently subsidised a
der Valuing —————— culture of patent trespass that can

and accounting for IP is the lifeline of

open, interoperable standards that enable
India’s social welfare architecture. Jan-Dhan
accounts, Aadhaar-enabled Direct Benefit
Transfers, and the Uniﬁed Payments Interface
depend on globally i standards.

erode the incentives to disclose and
develop relevant technologies. This decision
seems (o have pﬂonnsed procedural and evi-

dent jal structures.
Undulv difficult enforcement promotes
infril A lack of credible SEPs and

Iy
India’s National Agriculture Mnrkemadmx pof~

taland MGNREGA

an inability to justify their value rig the
game before it starts. C

technologies (hat support market access and
direct paymem lo benef iciaries.
roblem. Thatis

both. A legal impasse threatens m decouple
India from global tech standards — a
outcome for decades of efforts

whylmgamon should bea Iasmsortm matters

sus on their own, w:mom enforceable rights,

net gy won' y
body for fear of misappropriation. This creates
tension between the short-term goal of making
technology cheap and accessible (static effi-
ciency) and ensuring sufficient incentive to
invent the next generation (dynamic efficiency).
‘Weak returns for creators and innovators dis-

polity. If it fails, the
reverberate far beyond the three slale
elections we have just seen.

keep
sysum costs low. I this breaks the R&D cycle,
the connectivity the ised rely on may
eventually stall. The economic foundation of this

Gurjit Singh is former Indian
Germany. The views expressed are persmml

in global juri
is FRAND, i.e, Fair, Reasonable, and Non-Dis-

by researchers. India must break free from
its role as a passive buyer of foreign technol-
ogy standards and start shaping its own
destiny. With R&D spending languishing
under 1% of GDP, domestic funding
constraints remain a formidable barrier. Yet
innovation favours foresight: We sit in the
shade today because others planted trees los
ago. India must pioneer its IP-led global
standards that power its people.

Ashish Bharadwaj writes on higher education,
technology, and patents. Insiyah Vahanvaty
is a socio-political commentator and author

of ‘The Fearless Judge'. The views
expressed are personal
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IN THE NEWS

WEAK MONSOON
HITS FARM-INPUT
DEMAND: RALLIS
INDIA'S

is prompting
farmers to
cut
spending on pesticides,
fertilisers and seeds this
year, the chief executive
of Tata Chemicals unit
Rallis India said. "When
rainfall certainty is very
low, farmers tend to save
on resources," Rallis India
MD and CEO Gyanendra
Shukla said. "Farmers are
not very certain of full
harvest as they would
have anticipated.”

PRE-BUDGET
MEETINGS TO
STARTOCT 12

THE
FINANCE
MINISTRY
will hold a
series of
meetings
from October 12 as part
of its preparations for the
Budget 2027-28. "Pre-
Budget discussions to
finalise RE (Revised
Estimate) 2026-27 and BE
(Budget Estimate) 2027-
28 in respect of the
grants/appropriations
will commence with
effect from 12.10.2026..."
a notice issued on
Wednesday stated.

NLC India raises
500 crore to
expand capacity
STATE-OWNED
MINING AND
power company
NLC India on
Wednesday said that it has
raised 2500 crore through
the issuance of commercial
papers. The issuance comes
as NLC India plans to invest
21.25 lakh crore by 2030 to
expand its capacity. NLC
India has an installed power-
generation capacity of
8,405 MW and mining
capacity of 59.1 million
tonnes per annum (MTPA).
The company is also
accelerating its clean-
energy transition through
NLC India Renewables.
RITES, NHIDCL join
hands on highway,
other infra projects
RITES ON
WEDNESDAY said
it has signed an
agreement with
National Highways and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (NHIDCL) to
provide specialised
consultancy and technical
support for planning,
development, and
construction of highway
projects in the North-east.
AGENCIES

MARKETING MARGINS TURN NEGATIVE, GRMs STILLHEALTHY

OMCs losing ¥530 cr aday
amid spike in crude prices

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, September 23

THE THREE STATE-RUN oil
marketing companies (OMCs)
are losing an estimated I530
crore a day among them on
fuel marketing asa sharpspike
in crude and international
product prices collides with
unchanged domestic pump
prices, putting pressure on
profitability, cash flows and
working-capital requirements,
rating agency Icra has said.
Marketing margins of
Indian Oil Corporation (I0C),
Bharat Petroleum Corporation
(BPCL) and Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation (HPCL) are
currently estimated at negative
IBalitre on petroland negative
9alitreondiesel. Domesticlig-
uefied petroleum gas (LPG) is
addingtothestrain,with under-
recoveries at around 300 per
cylinder in September.
“Without any additional
retail pricerevisions,the margin
will remain under pressure
while crude and product prices
stayelevated,’ Prashant Vasisht,
senior vice-president and co-
group head, corporate sector
ratings, Icra,said onWednesday.

COST CONCERN

® OMCs could face FY27
under-recoveries of around

¥64,000 crore

in H2FY27 if Brent averages
$105-115/barrel and retail
prices remain unchanged

m Under-recovery could
rise to about

%1.91 lakh cr

is Brent goes up to
$130-140 a barrel,
according to Icra99

s
9
£
a
i

® Indian crude basket surged to $117.16 a ba rrel
on September 21 from average of around $66 in 2025-26

The pressure intensified as
the Indian crude basket surged
to $117.4 abarrel on Septem-
ber 21, from an average of
around $66 in 2025-26.Icra
attributed the jump to the
renewed US-Iran conflict,
shutdown of Saudx Arabia’s
East-! d height-

prices,” Vasisht said. The surge
has resulted in “sizable mar-
keting losses and LPG under-
recoveries” for OMCs, he said.
The marketing losses come
even as refining economics
remain relatively strong. Sin-
gapore gross refining margins

BRICS to set up working
group on transfer pricing

SHUBHAM RANA

New Delhi, September 23 NIRMALA SITHARAMAN,

———————————  FINANCE MINISTER

BRICS COUNTRIES ARE look- P

ingtosetuptwoworkinggroups TFaHSfer pricing

—oninternational taxationand disputes cost

transfer pricing, and revenue  developing nations

statistics—astheyaimtocreate i i

aninstitutional platformtodeal dlspropo B] onatel.y'

with common ¢ 2 Ks

Finance Minister Nirmala  that don’t fitour

Sitharaman said on Wednesday. fiscal realities distort
“Transfer pricing disputes how we are seen

cost developing-country

administrations disproportion- and how we

ately.Revenueframeworksthat  See ourselves

don’t fit our fiscal realities dis-

torthowweareseenand howwe
see ourselves,” Sitharaman said
at the BRICS meeting of tax
heads here. “These working
groups exist because every
countryin thisroom has experi-

d product market
further.“Overall, GRMs have

encedthese . Theycre-
ate the sustained institutional

becomes posslble —notin one

tilateral tax negotiations includ-
ing the UN Framework Conven-
tion on International Tax Coop-
eration.“The decisions made in
these processes over the next
few years will shape cross-bor-
der taxation for a generation,”
the finance ministersaid.

The international taxation
and transfer pricing working
groupcreatesa permanent Brics
platform forsharingexperience
on treaty interpretation, trans-
fer pricing audit, advance pric-
ing agreement and mutual
agreement procedure mecha-
nisms,and multilateral negotia-
tions,Revenue SecretaryArvind
Shrivastava said. The revenue

year,butoverti
who holds the (BRICS) Chair.
They are designed to outlast
India’s Chairship,”she said.
Sitharaman said the rules of
international taxation are being
i with several mul-

healthy. Singap
GRMs were around $10 per
barrel in September,” he said.
According to Icra, if Brent
averages $105-115 per barrel
inthe second halfchY27 and

petrol

ened Houthia activity inthe Red
Sea, which have disrupted key
oil supply routes in West Asia.
“The escalation of the West.
Asian conflict and disruptions
tokey oil supply routes has led
to a sharp spike in crude oil

(GRMs)h dabove $10
abarrel since the start of the
West Asia crisis, supported by
refinery and product-supply
disruptions, inventory draw-
downs and outages across
West Asian refining capacity.
Damage to Russian refineries

Oil India expects surge in
Russia, Venezuela revenue

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, September 23

STATE-RUN OIL INDIA (OIL)

ENERGY EARNINGS

mOil Indla holds a

expectshigher its
operations in Mozambique,

4% par
interestin

Russia and la over the
next two to three years, even as
it works to repatriate a $300-
million dividend stranded in
Russia and prepares to expand
its presence in Venczuela’s
reopening oil sector.

The company expects addi-
tional revenue from Mozam-
bique’sArea 1 liquefied natural
gas (LNG) project and its Russ-
ian assets, while resuming
operations in Venezuela could
openup fresh revenuestreams,
a senior company official told
FE.The companyhas notquan-
tified the expected increase.
“Within the next two to three
years, more revenue will come
from our overseas operations.
Revenue is expected from
Mozambique, and once
Venezuela opens up, we expect
revenue to start coming from
thereaswell,” the official said.

Oil India holds a 4% partici-
pating interest in Mozam-
bique’sAreal LNG project, vper—
ated by

s
Area 1LNG plant,
operated by

TotalEnergies

min Venezuela,
itholds a3.5%
stake in
Carabobo oil
project

W In Russia,
Oil India,
Indian Oil
and Bharat
PetroResour
ces jointly
hold 23.9%
in

Tic
unchanged, OMCs could face
FY27 under-recoveries of
around 64,000 crore. At
$130-140 a barell, the corre-
sponding  under-recovery
could rise to about ¥1.91 lakh
crore, the agency added.

TAN no longer
needed to buy
property from
non-residents

SHUBHAM RANA
New Delhi, September 23

THE CENTRAL BOARD of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) has eased
compliance normson thessaleof
immovable property by non-

and 29.9% in
Taas-
Yuryakh
Neftegazod
obycha

or Hindu undivided families
(HUFs), in line with Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s
2026 Budgetannouncement,
The CBDT has removed the
to obtaina sepa-

"NTPC’s 3,394-cr dividend
takes FY26 total to 38,727 cr

STATE-OWNED NTPC HAS
paid a final dividend of
¥3,393.83 croretoitsshare-
holders for FY26, taking the
power major’s total dividend
payout for the financial year
t0 8,727 crore.

Thefinal dividend,paid on
September 23, represents
35% of the company’s paid-
up equity share capital and is
%727.25 crore higher than

each of the two interim divi-
dends paidin FY26.NTPChad
paid its first and second
interim  dividends  of
¥2,666.58 crore each in
November 2025 and Febru-
ary 2026, respectively,aggre-
gating ¥5,333.16 crore. The
latest payout marks the 33rd
consecutive year in which
NTPC has paid a dividend to
shareholders. —FE BUREAU

Venezuela itholdsa B.S%Stakc
in the Carabobo oil project,
where 76 wells had been drilled
as of March 2026. Its share of
productionstoodat0.0139 mil-
lion tonne in FY26. The com-
pany is now exploring addi-

exploring ways to recover a
$300-milliondividend fromits
investments in two Russian oil
assets. The funds were held at
State Bank of India’s Moscow
branch with Western sanctions

there.

Meanwhlle, 0Oil India is

theirrepatriation.
“It is only a matter of time. We

Premium non-basmati rice
turns dearer by up to 25%

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, September 23

PRICES OF PREMIUM non-
basmati rice variants such as
Sona Masoori, Ponni and
Swarna have increased by 10-
25% compared to last year
due to lower area under
paddyand rainfall deficiency,
especially in southern India.
In the southern region, the
average market price of the
widely consumed Sona Masoori
hasincreased by 25%t0358/kg
from ¥44/kg a year ago, while
the price of Swarna parboiled
variant consumed in eastern
region has rose by around 10%
to¥35/kg, trade sources said.
“The main reasons for the
price rise are weather-related
supply concerns such as defi-
cient monsoon in South India
affecting water levels in dams
and floods in parts of Biharand
lower rainfall in northern
regions,” Suraj Agarwal, co-

founder & CEO, Rice Villa, told
FE.He said key factors in price
movement in the coming
monthswould be the prospects
for rabi,orwinter, crops.

‘While overall retail prices of
rice according to the Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs have
increased by 7%year-on-yearto
346.44/kg, the price rise for
non-basmati varieties has been
rather significant in southern

PRICE PRESSURE

Rise in rice price
" tkg

Sona Masur [T
Swarna bolled [ECTIIN

Wikt T

% change, y-o-y

Pouni [

Source: trade

The area under paddy has
declined by 3.7% to 42.92 mil-
lion hectares in the current
kharif season,compared to pre-
vious season. Impact of rising
prices is rather sharp in south-
ern India due to a nearly 26%
deficiency in monsoon rainfall
this season. Mandi arrivals of
paddy (basmati) have com-
menced, with prices currently
ruling at ¥4,000/quintal, 30%

India porterssaid.

morethanthey go period.

will be able to find a solution to
transfer the amount,” CMD
Ranjit Rath told shareholderson
September 17.Oil India, Indian
Oil and Bharat PetroResources
jointly hold 23.9% in Vanko-
reft and 29.9% in Taas-
Yuryakh Neftegazodobycha.

rate Tax Deduction and Collec-
tion Account Number(TAN)fora
resident or HUFbuyingimmov-
able property from a non-resi-
dent,witheffectfromOctober1.
This will make it easier for resi-
dent buyerswhoarerequired to

source (TDS)

spacein

tatistic: pcreates
aframework for measuring fis-
cal performance that reflects
BRICS realities rather than
importing assumptions from
frameworks built forvery differ-
enteconomies, he said.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and Union Minister of State for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
ata BRICS meeting of tax heads in New Delhi on Wednesday

Manufacturing pushes private
sector activity to 3-month high

SHUBHAM RANA
New Delhi, September 23

INDIA'S PRIVATE SECTOR
activity gathered momentum
in Septemberdespite theongo-
ingwarinWest Asiaand asurge
incrude oil prices. The stronger
growthwasled bythemanufac-
turingsectorwhileservicesalso
saw better performance com-
pared to August S&P Global
said on’

pay
when buying immovable prop-
ertyfrom non-residents.

“The mostsignificant relief
is the removal of the require-
ment fora resident individual
or HUF to obtain a separate
TAN for what is often a one-
time property transaction.
Going forward, the buyer can
comply through a PAN-based
challan, bringing the mecha-
nism closer to the compliance
process applicable to property
purchases from resident sell-
ers,” said Neeraj Agarwala,
senior partner, Nangia & Co.

In addition to removing
the TAN requirement, the
CBDT has added a dedicated
reporting framework.

The HSBC Flash India Com-
posite Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI) rose to a three-
month high of 56.5 in Septem-
ber from 54.3 in August.A PMI
reading of more than 50
denotes expansion inactivity.

“The HSBC Flash PMI data
for September pointed to a
firmer improvement in busi-
ness conditions across India’s
private sector economy,” S&P
Global said in a release.“Mean-
while, inflationary pressures

FLASH PMI

—Manufacturing PMI = Service PMI
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highof55.7in Septemberfrom
52.8 in August. Services PMI
rose to 55.8 Emm 54.1.0utput

faded and b
strengthened,"itadded.
Theuptickinactivitywasled
by the manufacturing sector,
with the flash manufacturing
PMI rising to a seven-month

hi dacross manu-
facturing and services firms in
September. Aggregate new
orders also rose at a quicker
pace, prompting a solid expan-
sion in jobs, S&P Global said.

Firmssawa fasterrise in total
new business during Septem-
ber, with stronger demand
improvement in manufactur-
ing. Manufacturing firms also
reported higher sales growth
compared to their services
counterparts.“Service providers
indicated that marketing efforts
helped boost orderintakes,with
mentions of stronger demand
for properties, transport services
and new travel bookings featur-
ing in the qualitative partof the
survey,” S&P Global said.

The rate of expansion of
exports in September was the
lowest in nearly three years, hit
by the war in West Asia. “The
moderation reflected slower
growthatservices firmsas man-
ufacturers saw a marginally
stronger increase in new work
fromabroad,’ S&P Global said.

Renewed tensions in West
Asiahaveonceagainled firmsto
build buffers to manage the
uncertainties, Pranjul Bhandari,
chief India economist at HSBC,
said.“Input purchases pickedup
pace and the stocks of finished
goods index is now at an 11-
and-a-half-yearhigh,”she said.

Aluminium goods anti-dumping shield to stay

© DGTR suggests
extending duties
for five years

FE BUREAU
New Delhi,ﬁptember 23

INDIAIS LIKELY to retain anti-
dumping protection on a
broad range of aluminium
products, with the Directorate
General of Trade Remedies
(DGTR) recommending five-
year extensions of duties on

PRICE PROTECTION

W Anti-dumping duty on
certain flat-rolled aluminium

products from China is due to

expire on December 5, 2026

M DGTR has recommended
its extension, citing excess
Chinese production

M For aluminium foil of
80 microns and below,

’/l Imports from

"¢ Thailand face
s of

$9%.53-
339.93

per tonne,
from Malaysia
$850.45

and Indonesia

DGTR has proposed duties of

$506.81-976.99

capacity and trade
restrictions in major markets

$422.28

such as the US and the EU

per tonne for China

pertonne

certain flat-rolled
products from China and alu-
minium foil of 80 micronsand
below from China, Indonesia,
Malaysia and Thailand.

The two sunset reviews
flagged continuing concerns
over low-priced imports,
excess production capacity in
majorexporting countriesand
therisk of renewed pressure on
Indian aluminium producers if
the duties lapse. The recom-
mendations would require for-
malnotification by the Central

epapenﬁnancialexpress;oan‘. .

Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) under the
finance ministry.

Inits final findings on flat-
rolled aluminium, DGTR con-
cluded that expiryof the exist-
ing duties on Chinese imports
was likely to result in continu-
ation or recurrence of dump-
ingand injury to the domestic
industry, and recommended
extending the measure for
another fiveyears.The existing

duty, imposed in December
2021, is due to expire on
December 5,2026. Most Chi-
nese suppliers would face a
$449-per-tonne duty under
the recommendation.
Inaseparate finding, DGTR
recommended continuinganti-
dumpingdutiesforfiveyearson
aluminium foil of 80 microns
and below from China, Indone-
sia, Malaysia and Thailand. The
existing duties stem from ear-

CHENNAI/KOCHI

lier investigations, including
measuresimposedin 2017 and
mod

were likely to continue or recur
if the measures expired. It also
found that the domestic indus-
tryhadimproved underthe pro-
tection, with new producers
entering the market, additional
capacity being developed and
manufacturersdiversifyinginto
higher-valuespecialty products.
The foil is used in pharma-
ceutical and food packaging,
household foil, cigarette and
tobacco packaging, semi-rigid
containers, and capacitor and
batteryapplications.

Concerns over
Chinese capacity

The flat-rolled aluminium
review also excess

ified. For China, the proposed
duties range from $506.81-
976.99 per tonne, while Thai-
land faces rates of $93.53-
339.93 pertonne.The proposed
rates for Malaysia and Indone-
siaare $850.45 and $422.28
per tonne, respectively.

DGTR said evidence indi-
cated that dumping and injury

Chinese production capacity
and trade restrictions in major
markets, including higher US
aluminium tariffsand the Euro-
pean Union’s Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism
(CBAM). DGTR expressed con-
cern that these developments
could increase the risk of diver-
sionof exportsto India.
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The wages of growth

Workers need better pay if growth is to
become broader and more durable

ONTRARY TO EXPECTATIONS, private consumption has held

upfairlywell over the past nine months,growing byabout 7.5%

year-on-year. But the headline number conceals a troubling

divide. Much of the spending appears to have been driven by
affluent households that have retained their purchasing power despite dif-
ficult economic conditions. The premiumisation visible across goods and
services also suggests that it is largely the better-off who are sustaining
demand. For a large section of the population, meanwhile, the cumulative
rise in prices has placed even basic goods beyond easy reach. Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman therefore has a point when she says the next phase
of growthwill depend on raising the incomes — and purchasing power — of
those outside theaffluent urban class.India cannot build abroad consump-
tion economy if most workers earn barely enough to cover essentials.

The cllspantybetween salaried empluyees in the formal sectorand those
workingoutsideit ide.Arecent ICICI Securities study
found thatwhilethe aggregatewages and salaries pool grewby13%in FY25,
the mformal sector recorded a much slower growth. The difference in

ker:thes} oftheinformalsectorin thewage pool
stagnated at about 9% of gross value added, while that of private corporate
employees rose toa record 17%. Other estimates show that regular salaried
workers account for roughly a fourth of the workforce and those in formal
employment just 11%.Yet this small formal cohort earnsan estimated 77%
of the total wage pool. It is primarily this seg'ment that is driving consump-
tion.Sucha narrow baseis neitherequitable nor unlessincome
growthreaches workerslowerdown the ladder,demand will remain skewed
andvulnerable,

The government is seeking to establish a statutory floor wage based on
minimum living standards,with room for regional variation. States will not
be permitted to prescribe minimum wages below this floor, although they
canretain higherprevailing rates. The framework could preventwages from
being fixed at unrealistically low levels, but its effectiveness will depend on
whetherthe floorreflects theactual cost of food, housing, transport, health-
care,and education — and whether employers comply with it. Awage noti-
fied on paperis of little use if it is not paid. The protests by workers in Noida
earlier this year underlined the problem: many reportedly earn only about
10,000 a month,an amount that can scarcely cover basic living costs ina
majorurban centre.Similar conditions prevail across industrial clustersand
service-sectorjobs.

Higherwageswill increase costs foremployers, particularly smallerenter-
prises operating on thin margins,and any transition mustbe calibrated and
accompanied by measures to improve productivity. But businesses cannot
treat persistently lowwages as their principal source of competitiveness.As
Chief Economic AdviserV Anantha Nageswaran has observed, India’s eco-
nomic growth can produce meaningful transformation onlywhen its gains
are shared fairly between workers and companies. Fairness is not charity; it
is a condition for a healthy market economy. The wide gap between the
utives and medi, alsomer-

eptably

ionoftopcorp
1tscloserscruuny Corpomte Indiamustlookbeyond: short term profit max-
imisation: paying workers fairly can strengthen productivity, reduce attri-
tion,and expand the consumer market on which businesses themselves
depend. Better wages are not merely a welfare measure; they are essential
economicinfrastructure,

Your $30 jeans are running
out of cheap power

FOR DECADES, THE fast fashion filling your closet has depended ona simple equa-
tiom Bangladesh’s 4,000-odd garment factories weave, cut,and assamble clothes
killed labouron the planet.Gas fror
vides cheap elemluty and heat for looms, dye vats, and sewing machines, while
exports finance growth. There's just one problem The cheap gas has been running
out foryears,with reser 2031.Ratherthanrapidly
developing clean alternatives, Eangladesh has fallen back on LNG and coal, while
puttmg madblocls in the way of zero-carbon power. The Iran war has turned that
g failure into an Right now, ’s commitment to
fossil fuels is giving it one of the world’s most profound energy crises. The conse-
quences maysoon be showing up on the racks of your local fashion retailer.

Almost a third of the country’s gas now comes in the form of LNG, mainly from
Qatar. With the war in West Asia choking that off, electricity has been cut foras long
as 16 hoursadayin places. For garment businesses, that’s making italmostimpossi-
ble to uphold hard-won reputations for eftmencyand ]ust in-time flexibility.

About 90% of knitwear factories had d 60%wereat
risk of defaulting on loans,and 55% had expme_nced cancelled or reduced orders,
according toarecent industry survey. 200 they could shut

completely if current conditions persist. Even the back-up system is struggling. In
industrial areas, filling stations are selling five times their normal diesel volumes as
factoriessc fuel. With global diesel pric ingrecords,gov-
ernment-run distributor Bangladesh Petroleum warned last weekit may run out of
funds next month to pay for fresh imports.

When the last gas crisis hit after Russia invaded Uk-
rainein 2022, Pakistan faced the same problem,and piv-
oted aggressively tosolarpower.Rooftop panels provided
anestimated 28% ofitselectricitylastyear,up from 10%
two years earlier, Textile and garment businesses have
been some of the earliest adopters.

Bangladesh is less blessed geographically. With 174
million people living in an area the size of England, the
entire country is about as densely populated as Chicago,
leaving preciouslittleland forsolar.It’s generally toolow-
lying for hydro, and too becalmed for wind power. Even
planned electricity imports from hydro-rich Nepal have

monthdamag-
ed powerplauts Yet,a 2024 satellitestudy estimated there
was 30 Gwof’ ing coverage towhat’s seen
mAuerahaandtheNetherlands Thatcould 40 t tt-hoursayear,equiv-
alent to two-fifths of current grid supply. Covering 10% of the country’s fish-farm
ponds with panels,common in Chma and Taiwan, could produce another 29 TWh.
| d

DAVID
FICKLING

EVP, Elara Capital

isthe thicket of bafflin that d investment.
Imported coal for r power’ attractsa ial 5% tax rate, while LNG gets
9.5%.Yetuntil financi rment fac-

tory faced taxes of almost 29% (onmported equlpment plus caps on system sizes.
Dhakalowered that tax rate to 1%]last week,but only temporarily.

Rooftopsolarsy: iverelectricityataboutathird of the costof grid
electricity, but until recently that price signal was dulled by policies that make fossil
power seem artificially cheap. The government sold LNG for about 20% less than it
cost last year,and the going rate for spot cargoes has roughly doubled since the Iran
war.The only bright spot is that the first nuclear plant, built with Russian assistance,
isdue to golive within months. It could provide about one-sixth of the nation’s elec-
tricity—butdemand keeps on, gmwmg,and asecond facilityis unhkclybefore 2040

Plentyofother s

market
fashion industry, and can match talented and cheap labour with less dysfunmona.l
power grids. Dhaka should move fast to drop taxes onall clean energy equipment to
zero, while removing red tape and building more transmission lines to its better-
endowed neighbours India,Nepal,and Bhutan.

Opinion

HE GLOBAL ARTIFICIAL
intelligence (Al)landscapeis
witnessing a significant
transformation. Even as the
US and China remain the
two countries specialising in distinct but
complementarysegmentsof the ATvalue
cham othercountriesare nowengagedin

@ Al ROAD MAP
INDIA SHOULD IDENTIFY FRONTIER CAPABILITIES WHERE IT CAN BUILD COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGE OVER NEXT DECADE

Beyond an application layer

SOUMYA KANTI GHOSH
PULAK GHOSH

Respectively Member of 16th Finance Commission
and EAC-PM & Group Chief Economic Advisor, SBI;
and Member of 8th Pay Commission and EAC-PM
& Professor, lIM Bangalore

upwith Indiais
warkmg towards that objective.
TheUSremainsthe undisputed leader

focusing on adapting existing technolo-

in frontier models, driven by
companies such as OpenAl, Anthropic,
Google DeepMind, Meta, and xAl, sup-
ported by unparalleled venture capital,

world-class research umve:smes, andac-

gies!
layemhassae{fccnvelyhuﬂtupmthelast
decade, Thus, India is emphasising small
language models, multilingual applica-
thDS, (llg]tal public infrastructure, and

@® LENS ON POLL PANEL

Aam Aadmi Party chief Arvind Kejriwal

..we demand that the entire SIR process be
cancelled, that all changes made under SIR be
cancelled, and that the voter list from three
years ago be restored

sation systems, and research incentives
may be further designed to compete for
theworld’stop Al researchersagainstorg-
anisations: such as OpenAI Google Deep-
Mind, uni-
versities. India could therefore establish
anindian ].nstlmteofAm.ﬁclal l.ntell.lgen-
ce(ITAT) Sesuareh
institution with even equlty stakes from
TITs/1 HScaswel] asthegovernment ofInd-

identify those frontier cap iawith and inter-
it can realistically build ive hmarked salaries. The ob-
advantage over the next decade. jectiveshould betoattractleading Indian

We could do three things. and international Al scientists, much as

Firstly, we need two complementary
national strategies:ashort-termroad map

cess to cutting-edge infrast- ific depl in health- (two-three years) focused on rapidly str-
ructure. The US produces the! la:gestsharc care,educatmn, finance,and governance. engthening Al infrastructure, talent,and
offrontierAl cont However, the questionis,should India institutional capacity,and a long-term
in breakth:ough innovation through | remain merely the world’s road map (10 years) aimed

lels, reason- ionlayer? at India as a
ing models,and agentic Al systems. While an application- creator of frontier Al tech-

Incontrast, instead of competing exc-
lusively on frontier model development,
China has carved out a distinct compara-
tiveadvantage inindustrial Aland robot-

first strategy is economi-
cally sensible in the short
run given India’s resource

ics. China has successfully i Al
into manufadu:mg, logistics, autono-

through coordinated industrial policyand
its manufacturing ecosystem. China now
leads the world in industrial robot instal-
lations, Al patents, and Al-related scien-
tific publications, while Chinese firms
have rapidly closed the performance gap
in foundation models through open-
source development and large-scale
deployment More meortamly, Cl:u.uese

Unlike traditional
software, value in
Al increasingly

institutions such as the King Abdullah
University of Science and Technology in
SaudiArabia,the Mohamedbin Zayed Un-
iversity of Artificial Intelligence in the
'UAE, orthe Canadian Institute for Advan-
ced Research in Canada have successfully
done. 1Al should establish joint research

an adopter. To formulate
these strategies, the gov-

and long-t laboratories
with such leading global Al institutions.
Thirdly, the creation of a robust Al

constraints,remaining con- accrues to those ernment should constitute research ecosystem through large-scale
finedtothislayeri trolling th two independent yet com- publiccomputeinfrastructure,access to
runwillentail technological contro "39 9 i high-qualityd: ,andi i
onthe USand foundational The firstshould bea parfia- ion. A iate fr
China. In effect, India risks models, computing mentary committee to should enable privacy-preserving data-
recreating its historical infrastructure build bipartisan political sharing between government, acade-
position in the global 1T . . 4 consensusand ensure con- mia,and large private firms while safe-
industry: and tinuity across electoral guarding commercial confidentiality
integs of Al i 3 N and cycles.The second should and individual privacy.
rather than a creator of robotics platforms bean expert commlssmn India’s IT mdustry became aglobal
theseby iningaleader comprising powetl elling i V-
ini ionandser- | scientists, Al ices, systemsis n,andi

vices, but not in ownership

rese;rclmrs, industry lead-

ers, national security experts, and public

policy scholars. Al is not merely a tec-

hnological issue; it is a general-purpose

technology that will reshape labour mar-

kets, pmducuvnty, competmun, mequalA
bli

elledat of the core tect that define the
mto thereal economy kingAla pro- frontier.
ductivity-enhancing technology rather If India aspires to become more than
than simplyadigital service. it -lay itmust first
Where does India stand at this junc- dewlop a realistic assessment of its posi-
ture? Indiaisthe onlycountrytohavesuc- tion in the global AT India’s ity,

cessfully organised an A Conclave with
almost all the competing players on one
single platform. Simultaneously, rather

comparative advantage today lies in its
digital public infrastructure, software
engineering talent and Al appl.lcatmns

and national security.
Secondly, India should move beyond
[clyulg excluslvely on its existing engin-

lhan developing new foundation models ratherthan frontieri eering WhilethelITsand lIS¢
Alarchitec Indiais pting to compete simul 1 mainwor instituti-
takmg a different path by inc: acrosseverydi i Al 1d ons, theinstituti compen-

tation without owning the underlying
computing platforms. However, unlike
traditional software,value in Alincreasin-
gly accrues to those controlling the
foundational models, computing mfra
structure, torec
robotics platforms. And in the long run,
India should start investing in such
technologies (as is being done in semi-
4 dia) and =

third global AT powerhouse.

Views are personal

A financing model needed for GPUs

MITUL SHAH
SUNIL SANGHAI

Respectively Senior Vice President and
Founder & CEO, NovaaOne Capital Pvt Ltd

India’s tax holiday for the world’s cloud giants
makes the profits tax-free. The real puzzle is
who pays for the chips that earn them

INDIA HAS JUST made the cloud giants a
bold offer: Runyourglobal business from
Indian soil and payalmost no taxon it for
close to 20 years. It is a smart move, but
quietlyskips the hardest question ofall. A
modern data centre is no longera build-
ing with some servers. It is a very expen-
sive pile of chips that sit inside a building.
The offer takes care of the tax on tomor-
row’s profits. It does nothing about the
cost of the chips that create them.
Startwith the part thatis easyto fund.
The physical data centre, land, building,
powerand cooling can be financed thro-
ughareal estate investment trust (REIT)

customersabroad pays no Indian tax for
the better part of two decades.

But a tax holiday is a promise about
profits. We need to now focus on who
pays for the asset that produces those
profits. And in an Al data centre, that
assetismostly silicon.The compulc layer,
meanmg the graphics processmg units

output is treated as an exempt supply
ratherthan rt, that credit
canget stuck forgood.

None of this is unique to India,and
that is the good news, because the rest of
the world has already written the play-
book. The idea everyone has landed on is
simple: Do not fund a building that lasts

(GPUS) pl! king,and
liquid cool.mg built around them, now
eats up most of the money, commonly
60-80% of the total, and even more in
the densest sites. Theland,

30 achip thatlasts three in the

sameway. Split them.
When Meta built its Hyperion cam-
pus in Louisiana, it did not put $30 bil-
lion on its own books. It set

or an infrastructure i trust
(InvIT). These structures are dull by
design,and that is exactlywhy theywork.

AREITor InvITlik itstilland
earn rent foryears — ofﬁce towers, ware-
houses,ortheconc Ishellofa
data centre.It can happily hold a cooling
plant tied to a colocation contract that
runs for a decade or more. Steady asset,
steady rent, steady payout.
Nowthetwist,anditis India’sdatacen-
trefinancing problem inasingle picture.
The numbers behind the boom are
familiar by now. India’s data centre
capacity has roughly quadrupled, from
about 375 Mw in 2020 toaround 1,500
Mw in 2025. The FY27 Budget wenta
step further, offering a tax holiday until
2047 for foreign companies that serve
the world’s cloud demand from India.
The message is simple: Run your global
cloud business through an Indian data
centre,and the income you earn from

raised against contracted cash flows. You
put the building in a REIT or InvIT. You
fund the GPU some otherway.

India is closer to this than it looks. It
already has an established REIT and
InvIT market,about 32 listed trusts hold-
ingclose to ¥10 lakh crore in assets, with
a combined market value of roughly ¥5
lakh crore: That is sohd pmof that Indian

,income-
earning infrastructure. lnd.lan datacen-
t nowlininguptotap th
pubhc markets. The real question is

building and power, the ~SSSSSSSS=== up a separate company,  whether investors will price them as
verythingsaREITorInvIT ~ The idea everyone  kept20%,let Blue Owland steady, REIT-like cash machines or as

are now the has landed on is a group of pension and jumpy, fast-growing tech stocks. The
smallerslice. 3 . insurance investors own  honest answer is that it deserves a spe-

Which is why “how S|mple.- D? notfund . rest,and thenleased the cialist financing model.

many have you a building that site back. Around $27 bil- Thatiswhere GIFT Citycan finallypro-
announced” is the wrong  |asts 30 years and  lionofdebtsitsin thatvehi- ve its worth. The International Financial
question,and “how exactly a chip that lasts cle, not on Meta’s balance Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) has
are you paying for the % sheet. CoreWeave took the floated a proposal to treat the leasing of
chips”istherightone.GPUs ~ threeinthe same  onocite routeand funded  GPUs and related data centre equipment
arethetextbook caseforle- way. Split them the clllpsduectly, pledgmg asa proper financial product inside the
asing. They cost a fortune its GPU: IFSC, th madeGIFTacr-

upfront, go out of date

quickly,and renting them makes farmore
sense than owning them outright. But
under India’s GST, leasing equipment
without transferring ownership usually
attracts the same rate as the equipment
itself, which is 18% for computer hard-
ware.Sothegovernmentoffersa 20-year
holiday on profits with one hand, and
with the other collects 18% on the very
asset. In theory, the tax can be claimed
backas credit.In practice, it must first be
paid, recorded, and reco and if the

tracts as security for loans

wonh billions. Elon Musk’s XAl is ralsmg
throughavehiclewt

|ob is to buy Nvidia chips and rent them
back. Nvidia itself has pulled togethera
large group of investors to raise more
than halfa trillion dollars forexactly this
kind of chip financing.

‘The pattern repeats everywhere. The
infrastructure that lasts decades gets
patient capital, the kind a REIT or InvIT
provides. The silicon that ages in a few
finance,orloans

HE EDITOR

India’s chip future

Apropos of “Chips, then chokepoints"
(FE, September 23), the transformat-
ion of India's semiconductor lands-
cape under Semicon 1.0 showcases
the power of decisive policy action.
Approving projects worth Z1.64 lakh
crore and fostering a vast talent pool
of chip design engineers are comm-
endable. The transition to Semicon
2.0, with its ¥127,500-crore outlay
targeting the broader ecosystem (eg-

uipment, raw materials, and advanced
packaging) is precisely the depth reg-
vired to sustain long-term manufact-
uring capabilities. However, as the
editorial rightly cautions, technology
and economics alone do not guaran-
tee success in this sector. History
shows that geopolitical rivalries, trade
disputes, and supply chain weaponi-
sation can quickly derail progress. To
safeguard these investments, India
must focus on building resilient, multi-
partner alliances, and reducing single-

point vulnerabilities.
—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Ecosystem challenge

India’s semiconductor push has reach-
ed a new phase. Afresh challenge
now is to make its geopolitical succ-
ess resilient. The Semicon 2.0's ambit-
ious outlay must deepen capabilities
in equipment, materials, R&D, and tal-
ent, not merely draw investment. The
strategy must move towards building
adeeper, diversified domestic ecosy-

edible home foraircraft and ship leasing.

A quick lesson from history, is in
order.Inthelate 1990s, telecom compa-
nies laid enormous amounts of fibre
worldwide, certain that demand would
showup.When thebubble burst, most of
it sat unused for years. The industry
called it dark fibre. GPUs bought with
cheap borrowing against contracts that
later vanish could become this cycle’s
dark fibre,onlywith an even fasterfallin
value.Sowhateverwebuild must reward
real usage, not press releases.

stem. This means developing multiple
suppliers, strengthening indigenous
capabilities, and linking industry, rese-
arch bodies, and talent. Such diversi-
fication can reduce vulnerabilities
from concentrated global supply
chains and shifting tech controls. The
real test lies in building an ecosystem
capable of sustaining growth and
handling geopolitical pressures.

—PV Prakash, Mumbai
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. A thought for today
Competition is the best way to ensure
prescription drugs are affordable
AMY KLOBUCHAR

Commission Omission?

If consensus is frequently hard to obtain, job of a leader
is to address the problem. That’s the question for CEC

bound to rise in every organisation, especially those with

critical mandates. But it also seems — per the Indian Express
report — that CEC, arguably, took many important decisions the
other two commissioners disagreed with. Any organisation’s
leader should first try to build a consensus. If this is not possible,
dissenting points must be noted. Should consensus be elusive in
multiple cases over a short period of time, then it is the job of
a leader to ask himself why this is happening. That is one of the
most important questions for CEC.

It is also instructive that many issues raised by the other two
commissioners had already attracted discussions and a wide range
of critical commentary. Among pointsraised earlier was the manner
of implementing SIR, the unusually large number of deletions, at
final and draft roll stages, and the fact that the appeals process may
disenfranchise most of these voters for
one or more elections. For instance, in
Bengal, SC-appointed tribunals will take
12 years to clear 37L pending appeals.
This'll potentially disenfranchise tens
of thousands from at least two election
cycles. Surely, even temporarily disen-
franchising voters cannot be seen as a
positive outcome by EC? Per Express, in
% Goa, 97 deleted names cleared by state
‘ e, l poll officials for inclusion inrolls, could

not be added to the centralised system.
EC said yesterday that this was a software problem. But what was
done when this problem happened? Then, there’s Form 6. Questions
added to it have inconvenienced even the most educated voters. A
large number of deletions have been due to voters’ completely
understandable inability to answer EC's questions on parents’ voter
roll details in earlier SIRs. The other point is Form 7, for “Objecting
Inclusion of Name of Other Person”. In Bengal, 16L of the 38L total
appeals were about other entities seekingdeletion of names cleared
by judicial officials. EC said yesterday that it’s a “fair question” to
ask who filed these appeals. It is equally fair to ask why there’s
no clarity yet on the identities of these otherentities.

Itisnobody's case that voter rolls should not be scrutinised. EC’s
mandate is to ensure voter rolls are accurate. But EC’s approach
to scrutinising voter rolls must start with a bias for inclusion. The
fundamental purpose of the exercise has to be to ensure every
eligible voter remains on the rolls. It is central to the true spirit of
theelectoral process. That is aquestion EC should think about.

Bitter Medicine

Meds aren't optional. Their consumer price can’t be
left to sellers’ pricing power. Fairness is a must

at's a fair margin on a life-saving drug? Not 900%

‘ ;R / certainly. Supreme Court said as much while hearing

PILs on price fixation for medicines. When SC was told

about a cancer drug that costs 22,700 to retailers, but has an MRP

of 27,000, and an antibiotic with a market price of 2350, but MRP

of 5,635, which large hospitals exploit, it termed their pricing

“extortion” and “dacoity”. Unfortunately, such price gouging is

neither new nor unusual. In 2018, National Pharmaceutical Pricing

Authority had found that some major private hospitals were profiting
upt01,737% on drugs, consumables and diagnostics.

It is anopen secret, but why hasn’t the problem been fixed? That’s
theotherquestion SCraised. Italsomadesome
recommendations, such as placing all meds
| under price control, and selling them at govt’s
Jan Aushadhi Kendras. Both are tempting
ideas, but price caps can be indiscriminate,
and the 19,000-odd Jan Aushadhi Kendras
| nationwide can’t be a counterweight to the
over 1.2mn chemists and hospital pharmacies.
| What is needed is a rational and reasonable
mechanism to set profit margins on meds. It
could, for example, mean capping margins at
each stage, from the factory gate to stockists, wholesalers and retailers.
In fact, mandatory listing of retailers’ cost price and MRP for all
medicines will be a big disincentive against price gouging.

Ideally, pharmafirms and hospitals ought to self-regulate, rather
than behavinglike “pharma bro” Martin Shkreli, who earned lifelong
notoriety in 2015 by jacking up the price of essential drug Daraprim
from $13.5t0 $750. But since they won't, govt must intervene because
meds aren’t optional. MRPs that are completely disconnected with
costs of production and retail also have a market distorting effect.
Sellers, such as hospitals, give preference tosuppliers who're willing
toprintthe highest pricesfor them. Thishurtsethical firms—which
‘we want more of —and all patients.

Netain egg-role

It’s quite a dramatic production
Bachi Karkaria

It is true, as EC'’s statement yesterday said, that differences are

TRy
A

“What Bengal does today, the rest of India does tomorrow,’
Gopal Krishna Gokhale’s quote has not only been poached
by other leaders; other states keep scrambling to endorse it.
Punjab is the latest example. Copying Bahut Jeeta Party’s
eggsultant way of celebrating its historic eastern victory,
former Union minister Ravneet Singh Bittu was detained
last weekend for similarly pelting current chief minister Bhagwant Mann's
convoy. Adding tomatoes to the fusillade, he really made a meal of him.
Back in Bengal, Mahua Moitra is deem-ed the fittest target. Particularly
unpalatable seeing how poaching has fried TMC'’s future. Indira Gandhi is
officially the first Indian leader to be ‘egged’ - in UK in 1978, in protest against
herE hich did the same

Well may you ask why Bengal's BheJeta:mnPar!yw allas are defiling their

ds with this forbidden food. Alimentary, my dear Bhotson.

By using up all the eggs, there'll be no chickens left to eat. A small

~ . stepforpolitics, a giant leap for vegetarianism.

A sense of humour isn't feisty Mahua's strongest suit, else she

:] could counter in the cool way of past attackees. On being thus

hit in 2000, Madeleine Albright cracked, ‘We left too early for

@IrraliCa breakfast, so here are our eggs!' Arnold Schwarzenegger

——————— during his 2003 California gubernatorial campaign growled
back, ‘This guy owes me bacon now."

On the 2010 UK election trail, a cocky reporter dressed in a chicken suit had
trailed David Cameron to show he was ‘too chicken’. When the following day a
collegestudentaimed the ovoid at him, the Conservative Party leader couldn’t
duck, but he did deadpan, ‘Now I know which came first - the chicken not
the egg.’ He had to form the govt with the LibDems - led by Nick Clegg. The
serene Japanese have countered that eternal conundrum with Oyakodon; the
‘parentand child rice bowl’ uses both simultaneously.

Wow! The ‘square meal in oval shape’ is breakfast, lunch, dinner, dessert,
and serves political purpose too. While there’s no Egg Benediction but
plenty of Frettata, does this mean that all such protesters are oeufs?

Answer The EC Questions

Commission’s statement doesn’t addre:

ss all issues raised in Express report satisfactorily. CEC’s actions

must be fair and seen to be fair. SC should look at ambiguities in EC appointments law

R Jagannathan

Election Commission’s impartiality,
though under opposition attack for
some time now, faces a stronger test
following a report in Indian Express.
The report suggested that two of the
. commissioners, Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi, have had serious misgivings
about how thingsare bemg deczded withinEC.

The question is not whether a nationwide SIR was
right or wrong. SIRs have been carried out eight times
without political muckraking. It is whether EC and
its temporary administrative machinery — most of it
borrowed from state govts and public sector bodies -
was fully equipped to handle the scale of the operation
in the short time available to it before major elections
inBiharand Bengal.

One person who made things difficult for EC was
Mamata Banerjee, whose party brass (and she herself)

AnEC differing ations
areanormalpartof deliberation inany institution”. Point
taken. But the statement, which also said, “differences
are part of the decision-making process before

v threatened state officials involved in SIR
exercise, thus delaying the process. It must be pointed
out that SIR did not derail elections in Tamil Naduand

The third, and most important issue, flagged by
the Express report is the quesuun of the alleged
llegial nature of k in the
current EC. While the current CEC/EC appointments
law - CEC and Other ECs (Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023 —says CEC must
abide by majority opinion, the Express report suggests
that the two commissioners have alleged they were
keptout of decision-makingaltogether.

The fourth issue, the only issue on which one can
disagree with the two commissioners, is centralisation
of the voter database. There is a point to be made about
whether thisshould be centralised withIT department,
where the full commission has little oversight.

a final decision...", doesn’t quite address all
the issues inthe Expressreport.

Amongother things, the report says these
two commissioners filed 14 formal objections
to declslons taken by EC, even alleging that

were taken without
The largely
from EC’s decision last year on conducting
SIR, which removed over 130mn voters from
the draft electoral rolls across states (appeals
can lead torestoration).

There were also serious concerns over
changes made to Form 6, the form new voters
fill in order to get onto the rolls. The changes
to Form 6 ask new voters to indicate whether
their parents’ or grandparents’ names were
in the previous SIR list compiled over two
decades ago. Another point of difference between
the two commissioners and CEC is the gradual
centralisation of electoral rolls, as opposed to the
decentralised nature of current voter registration
and voter roll maintenance.

These reports put the spotlight on CEC Gyanesh
Kumar's handling of EC, while also engendering the
quesmm whether his two fellow commissioners have

While EC decision:
do not require the backing of all commissioners,
democratic functioning requires CEC to act largely
on the basis of consensus. If CEC is often seen to
act in isolation, it cannot but raise questions on the
fairness of decisions made. CEC's actions have to not
only be fair, but seen to be fair.

Kumar clearly needs to clear the air if we are to
view ECas an impartial body.

Kerala. The lesson clearly is that when political parties
cooperate and work to ensure voter inclusions and
exclusions, the process can be relatively smoother:
‘What should now worry us is this: even after Supreme
Court's intervention, the bulk of the appeals of those
excluded remain undecided.

Another issue is whether fundamental changes to
Form 6, the primary route through which new voters’
names are added, should have been made by including
a question on whether or not parents or grandparents
were part of the previous SIR. Those filling Form 6
should have been given the option of leaving the
question unanswered or given a ‘don’t know’ option.
Finding one's name in the electoral register is tough
enough for most people, finding names of parents
and grandparems is tougher. Why put voters-to-be
through this wringer?

But centralising the database is vital to
ensure safety of voter lists. But, once again,
the CEC has to carry his fellow commissioners
along in his decision.

Some of these questions will surely endup
in SC, which has so far allowed EC leeway to do
itsown thing, on SIR and other issues.

SC yesterday heard a PIL on whether CEC
and ECs should be appointed by a panel that
mcludes CJL But this can bring J\.\dlCld.l’y s

intoquestion,
appointed with CJI's concurrence be dragged
to court over alleged failures. SC has referred
pleas that challenged the 2023 appointments
law, toa five-judge bench.

But regardless of who appoints poll com-
missioners, EC's functioning can be called
into question. The problem isn’t the selection procedure,
but legal provisions that are ambiguous on the collective
powers of the three-member commission.

The current law govermng the appomtmem of
election and Ef making
process says that its bus).ness sbalL “as far as
possible, be transacted unanimously”. This is too
vague to carry muster.

SC will have to put the quietus on not just these
ambiguities, but also overall powers of EC, which isa
constitutional body with its own quasi-judicial powers.
The court would be wise not to curtail those powers, but
tospecify how they can be democratised further.

Politically, thisisa hot potato! that GOI cannot duck.
SCi el ed question:
It's time to sort these issues out once and for all. Electoral
democracy demands nothingless.

QI Growth Was Strong. Can It Be Sustained?

Pick-up in India’s private capex shows businesses expect strong, sustained demand growth. Jobs and productivity
gains will follow. What needs attention is business environment for very large manufacturing facilities

Tulsi Jayakumar

The debate surrounding India's Q1
GDP growth print of 7.8% for FY
2026-27 is ultimately about ideology.
rather than methodology. Critics
can debate deflators and statistical
adjustments endlessly, but the litmus
test for sustainable growth lies in what is happening
toprivate capital investment.

When vi his],

,India’s vtheng;
is undergoing a structural transformation. For decades,
India’s narrative was built on a simple formula an

and transport equipment output.

Anotherclearproof lies in the Indexof CoreIndustries,
which of th ial
of an economy, including electricity; steel, cement, coal,
and heavy machinery. These backbone sectors have
accelerated, with overall core sector output growth
accelerating to 5.4%, driven by massive surges in
key physical inputs comprising iron ore production,
cement outputand electricity generation.

These are physical, tangible gocuds being funded,
produced, moved, and installed.
in the output of these core sectors and intermediate
goods - the semi-finished components and matenals

expanding middle class drivi
coupled witha thriving IT and services export sector.

Today, that engine is pivoting towards industrial
resurgence, with investment in plant, machinery and
physical capital increasing as a proportion of GDP to
34.3% in Q12026-27. It's also showing robust growth of
11.9% in the same period — more than double the rate
recorded in Q1last year.

‘This metric should matter far more to policymakers
and market observers than any headline growth
number. Wb.zle GDP gx owth can be driven by pnvate

ion or

govt refls
structural sentlmen! Consumptlun tellsus: how much
; rey

what businesses believe abom the future.

A factory owner does not invest capital in modern
‘machinery, industrial land, ornew capacity simply because
asingle quarter’s numbers look favourable. They do so
because they expect sustained demand to justify the bet.
When pri acceleratesat this pace, it

veals §

1 products — ial

pipeline s filling -y supply

The metric that should concern policymakers far
more than GDP debates is manufacturing’s persistent
low share of national output. Twelve years after the
launch of ‘Make in India' campaign promised to raise
manufacturing’s contribution to GDP to 25%, the
sector’s share still hovers near 12.6%. The target date
has quietly shifted from 2022 to 2035, and is now folded
into the broader Viksit Bharat 2047 framework.
Strong quarterly manufacturing growth of 9.2% is
undeniably positive, but a few strong quarters cannot
erase a decade-long structural plateau. Today, India
accounts for roughly 3% of global manufacturing output,
compared with Chma 's 32%. Reaching the 2.5"/.. GDhP
targetwill requirei
for years, notjust across isolated quarters.

This structural gap explains why World Bank's
upcoming Business Ready (B-READY) assessment
carries strategic importance. Investment can create
capacity, but whether firms can actually build and
operate that capacity depends on how well the business
environment works in practice.

Unlike the legacy Ease of Doing Business index,
which countries learned to game through paper-level
legislative tweaks, B-READY measures whether
regulations, utility access, labour practices, and public
services work in operational reality. It evaluates
the ground-level experience of a firm trying to
secure power connections, clear customs, or resolve

cial dispute,

ing
upforsi r final down theline

There is reason to believe this i

India has introduced over 9,700 state-level reforms

can compound over the coming years.
Over recenl months, govt has executed a targeted,

avote of corpo that no statistical deflator
can fake. Investment then creates the physical assets,
manufacturing jobs, and producnvlty gains that

policy push to crowd in private
mvestmeut behind state commitment. Strategic

ang nearly 47,000 r v
over the past decade. If these efforts translate into
a strong, credible B-READY score, it will signal to
international investors that the country is truly
transformmgltsbusmessenvu‘onmenl

D

initiatives like Semicon 2.0, the mobile

fueldeep, lasti icwealth.

Credit and production data corroborate the shift
in India’s growth engine. Bank credit to industry has
grown by 20% year-on-year in July 2026, a massive
leap from 6.5% in July 2025. On the production side,
manufacturing expanded by 9.2%, Wlth high growth

ing scheme, offshore resource exploration
via Samudra Manthan, floating solar installations
under PMSSY, and reforms opening govt securities to
foreign portfolio investment are all designed to de-risk
private capital expansion. If these announced outlays
convert into ground-level execution, the multiplier

in capital goods prudnctmn‘ ly the high-tech
and heav lectrical

effect willb ial.
Yet, this optimism requires a grounded reality check.

terly GDP deflatorsmay fuel newscycles,

but the number that acma].ly defines India’s economic
futureisn't7.8%. Therealtest capitali
keeps whether ing breaks
outof itslongplateau, and whether global benchmarks
like B-READY confirm that paper reformshave become
practical realities on the factory floor.

The writer is professor of Economics & Policy, Bhavan's
SPJIMR. Views are personal

Calvin & Hobhes

Sacredspace

Every discussion

fromanegoistic
standpoint is
corrupted from
thestartand
cannotyield an
absolutely sure conclusion. Theego putsitsown
interest first and twists every argument, word,
even facttosuitthatinterest.

Paul Brunton

Architecture Of An Independent Mind

Aditya Mukherjee

harmony. The moment i
stop thmkmg for Lhemselves and begin

shows, however,
on

famousassertion - “If aman does not

Historyr
that pmgress'- i)

P pe\haps it

In The Fountainhead, Howard Roark,  outsour

to thinkdi

ummer
f the mostelogquent: defences

an ideological purist, standsasa and imagination to the crowd, societies Scientif artistic

solitary bulwark against mity. itually stagnant. A civilisation  and moral tr: ansformatmns seldom of individuality ever written. Thoreau
Roark, architect may ion  emerge: d d to that the heallh of soclety
conceived by Ayn Rand, refuses to borrow and material abundance, et remaiu consensus. They emerge fr olitary nl- i depends
either convictions orstandards from impoverished i’ minds willing to endureri d ivi e their inner voice
society. This spirited inversion of merely echo inherited opinions. o isolation. Galileo Galilei challenged agamst the noise of the multitude.
collectivist values resonates with readers. The modern world often o o3 ted y i ivism often promises security,
“Isetmy own standards,” hedeclares, rewards conformity more Tagore resisted narrow helongmg and certainty. Yet when taken
insisting that thought isan intensely generously than originality. nationalism and mechanical toextremes, it reduces human beings
personal actand that there can never be Social media algorithms education. BR Ambedkar to amms withina collective structure.
a*“collective brain”. Whethex oneagrees  encourage herd behaviour, opposed the idea that one's ity, by contrast, is not selfi:
entirely with Rand’s ornot, T i i birth or social background Itisthe cultivation of one’smoral
Roark’s defiant indivi raisesan rage. Political THE SPEAKING TREE should decide the course of imagination, intellectualindependence
enduring question for modern ﬁoc;eky are tribes expect unquestioning - one'slife. Every transformative  and personal authenticity. A society of
weslowly surrenderingour i loyalty: stems, at times, value  figure first stood apart beforeeventually  independentmindsisfar moreresilient
at the altar of collectivism? conventi curiosity by soclety Lhan asociety of obedient followers,

Human civilisation certainly requires d di t. Insuchan In Walden. ican eativity and ethical courage

cooperation. No society can function
without institutions, shared responsibilities
and mutual obligations. Yet collectivism
becomes dangerous when itdemands

i i ocial

independent thinking begins to appear
mconvemeut evenrebellious. The

assumptions is frequently treated notasa

naturalist Henry David Thoreau retreated
to the woods near Walden Pond, seeking
not physical isolation for its own sake,
butliberation from what he considered

seeker of truthbut

routinesof society. His

ﬂo\u ish only where peopleare free to
think for themselves. Civilisation advances
not through the security of unanimous
opinionbut through the restless energy
of questioningminds.
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Editor’s
TAKE
A campus in mourning,

a system on trial

Sahil Wakode's death, whatever its cause, is a
verdict on a system that has failed its students and
exposes the rot that has claimed three young lives

The death of Sahil Wakode, a second-year BTech student in IIT
BombFay’s Department of Energy Science and Engineering, has
shaken India's academic conscience and dominated national
headlines. On September 18, hours after he was allegedly
caught using a mobile phone during a mid-semester
examination-accused of uploading the question paper to an Al
platform for answers-Wakode was found dead in his hostel
room. No suicide note was recovered. What followed was swifter
and murkier: protests erupted across the Powai campus, an FIR
was registered under the ab to-suicide provision and the
SC/ST Act, and within days, Professor Suryanarayana Doolla, who
had invigilated the exam, was removed as Dean of
Administrative Affairs.

The core dispute is now a contest of narratives. Wakode's
parents allege their son endured casteist slurs and “torture” for
three months, allegedly at the professor’s hands and, they
claim, on the director's own instruction. IIT Bombay's
administration, led by Director Shireesh Kedare, has firmly
denied any caste bias, noting that no complaint was ever filed
with the institute’s SC/ST cell and insisting Wakode was merely
counselled after the exam incident, not threatened with
expulsion. His father disputes even the cheating narrative,
calling it a deflection from harder questions the institute would
rather not answer.

A responsible view must resist collapsing this into a single
villain. If the caste allegations hold up, they demand the
harshest consequences-for the individuals involved and for an
institution now facing this charge twice in three years, since the
2023 death of Darshan Solanki reignited the same debate over
caste on IIT campuses. But an FIR is not a conviction, and the
administration’s denial, however self-serving it may appear,
cannot be dismissed until the Mumbai Crime Branch’s
investigation establishes the facts.

What is not in dispute, and should trouble everyone
regardless of which account prevails, is that Wakode is the third
student to die by suicide at IIT Bombay in seven months, after
Naman Agarwal in February and Sohil Sangwan in July. That
statistic alone indicts a campus culture, whatever the specific
trigger this time. As things stand, Doolla has been removed
from his administrative post, though not yet formally charged
pending inquiry, while Kedare remains director despite student
demands for his resignation. Protesting students have raised
eighteen demands, chief among them an independent
investigation panel-with external and student representation-
expected to report by September 30, alongside a serious
overhaul of the mental health and counselling infrastructure on
campus.

The way forward cannot be cosmetic. IIT Bombay needs a
genuinely independent probe insulated from institutional self-
interest, a functioning and trusted SC/ST grievance mechanism
that students actually believe in, and examination-malpractice
protocols that counsel rather than terrorise students already
buckling under academic pressure.

How Modi changed Odisha’s growth story

In Odisha, Modi's impact is increasingly visible — in roads and railways, ports and airports, investment and
tribal development. The larger question is whether this Centre-State partnership is doing more than building
infrastructure: is it reshaping Odisha’s place in India’s economic landscape?

MOHAN
CHARAN
MAJHI

On September 17, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
turned 76. Birthdays like this usually bring out
tributes. I could write one easily enough. But
I'd rather ask a simpler question. It's the kind
of question a state government owes its own
people. Has this leadership actually changed
how Odisha grows? | think it has. | want to walk
you through ‘why’ and ‘how".

This question isn’t abstract for me. For
0disha, a state long rich in mineral wealth but
historically kept on the edge of national eco-
nomic planning, the answer isn’t just rhetori-
cal but measurable. You can see it in rail con-
nectivity, in port capacity and in investment
inflows. A policy architecture called Purvodaya
now treats eastern India's growth as central and
not something of secondary importance.

From welfare list to growth strategy
The Prime Minister's idea of Sabka Saath Sabka
Vikas gets talked about mostly in political terms.
The more useful test for me is administrative.
Has itactually changed who gets access to the
state? In Odisha's case, it has. Our tribal com-
munities make up 23 per cent of the state’s pop-
ulation. They used to be treated mainly as a
welfare category. Now they sit at the centre of
how we plan industry and infrastructure,
including value addition in the mineral belt and
coverage under Ayushman Bharat and PM
Awas Yojana.

The point | want to make here is structural,
not personal. When a government treats tribal-
belt development as a core economic strate-
gy rather than a mere side welfare programme,
outcomes change at scale. That shift will pos-
sibly outlast me and every other Chief Minister.

What has the double-engine
government built?
Since our government took office, closer coor-
dination between Bhubaneswar and Delhi
has produced things we can actually track. A
rail programme built to connect all 30 districts
of the state. Continued expansion of capacity
at Paradip Port. There is a massive effort to build
new roads, ports and airports. We are building
connectivity across land, water and air. A real
and sustained push to bring in global capital.
That last point isn’t theory for me right now.
I got back from a three-day investment road-
show in the UAE, and our delegation across Abu
Dhabi and Dubai proudly came away with pro-
posals worth roughly 2.43 lakh crore. The

IMUST PROUDLY

with eight signed MoUs. The total investment
proposals with us now are over 322.5 lakh
crore. We are already witnessing investments
worth over %3.11 lakh crore on the ground.
Factories are being built, production being
commissioned and jobs being created.

SAY THAT ODISHA I must proudly say that Odisha can now
CAN NOW WALK walk into a room with sovereign wealth funds
and be taken seriously. Not as a place you
INTO A ROOM WITH extract minerals from but as an investment
SOVEREIGN WEALTH destination in its own right. That is the
FUNDS AND BE change | keep trying to describe.
TAKEN SERIOUSLY. That is what Purvodaya actually means in
NOT AS A PLACE practice. Itisn’t a slogan about eastern India
YOU EXTRACT rising. Butit's about infrastructure spending
and investor attention finally going to a region
MINERALS FROM that spent decades exporting raw minerals
BUT AS AN and getting very little value addition back.
INVESTMENT Our own state initiatives add to that,

DESTINATION IN ITS

OWN RIGHT. THAT IS

THE CHANGE I KEEP
TRYING TO
DESCRIBE

which is a reduced stamp duty for econom-
ically weaker sections under PMAY-U 2.0,
along with new irrigation and water securi-
ty projects. All of it is meant to keep that
investment local, not let it pass through.

Security first

Growth needs peace before it can take root.
Odisha's security situation has genuinely
changed. Districts that were Maoist strong-
holds for three decades, places like Malkangiri,
Koraput and Kandhamal, have seen a real and
sustained fall in Naxal activity. Growth cor-
ridors and security corridors have finally lined
up. Thatdidn't happen consistently in earlier
decades. | count it as one of the quieter but
more important results of Centre-State coor-

Closing the gap

Odisha’s per capita income and human
development indicators still trail several
peer states. We are working to close them,
not explain them away. One such instance is
our Subhadra Yojana. This is one attempt to
close income gaps for women. The scheme,
along with the rest of the Purvodaya effort,
is actually delivering measurable effects.
The reports of several organisations, like [IM
Sambalpur and SB, are encouraging. Women
are increasingly attracted to doing busi-
ness.

Confident abroad, close to home
In the end, what strikes me most about the
Prime Minister's decade in office isn’tany one
particular scheme. It's the way he holds two
things together that rarely sit comfortably in
Indian politics. First, a foreign policy that is
confident enough to negotiate as an equal at
G20 forums. Second, a domestic style, Mann
Ki Baat above all, built around direct connect
with people in India's smallest villages.
Odisha’s international profile used to be
thin despite our coastline and our mineral
wealth. That global confidence has had a real
spillover effect now. International capital is
now willing to look at eastern India for invest-
ments, and not just as a development liabil-

&g

‘With Modiji at the helm, we are confident
of Odisha's transformation in a few more
years. Odisha is narrowing the gap. The
coming years are going to be our years of

Daiv Vani

The Squirrel's Share
of the Bridge

We tend to believe our contribution only counts ifit is large
enough to be noticed. The building of the bridge to Lanka
quietly corrects that belief.

As Rama's army of monkeys and bears carried massive
boulders to build a bridge across the ocean, a small
squirrel began rolling in the sand and shaking pebbles
from its fur onto the rocks, trying to help in whatever
way it could.

Some mocked its tiny effort as meaningless beside such
enormous labour. Rama, noticing this, stopped, picked
up the squirrel gently, and stroked its back, declaring that
its contribution mattered exactly as much as any boulder
carried by the mightiest warrior.

Scale was never the measure. Sincerity of effort was.

We often hold back from helping because our contri-
bution feels too small to matter beside what others bring,
forgetting that effort is not measured by size, but by whole-
heartedness.

Today, offer whatever small effort is within your reach
toward something meaningful, without waiting until you
can contribute something larger.

~DAW

Students form a humn chain in the shape of India's map as pa'rl of the 'Seva
Sankalp Abhiyan', in Prayagraj

FHOTO: PTI

potential is well close to nine lakh jobs, along

dination under this government.

destiny. Samruddha Odisha is in the offing.

The power of changing our perspective

RAJYOGI

NIKUNJ JI

2ND OPINION

It’'s acommon thing for us to experience emotions direct-
ly through the body. For example, when we go out to meet
someone whom we love a lot, we walk lightly with our
hearts pounding with excitement, whereas anxiety might
tighten our muscles and make our hands sweat and tremble
before an important job interview, right? Numerous
studies carried out over the last decade or so have estab-
lished that emotion systems prepare us to meet challenges
encountered in the environment by adjusting the activa-
tion of the cardiovascular, skeletomuscular, neuroendocrine
and autonomic nervous systems.

This link between emotions and bodily states is also
reflected in the way we speak or behave. For example, a
young girl who is about to get married in a week's time
may suddenly have cold feet and experience nervousness.

Similarly, those lovers who have had a bad break-up and
are heartbroken may experience a shiver down their spine
on hearing their favourite song being played some-
where. To put it in simple words, all the above examples
mean that our thoughts and feelings can affect our body
directly, and they can very well have an effect on what we
think, what we feel and what we do.

Shakespeare rightly said, “For there is nothing either good
orbad, but thinking makes it s0.” The factis that even though
we are not faced with sabre-toothed tigers every day, life
presents us with lots of situations which can be perceived
as threatening, naturally triggering a stress response from
within us. For example, if you climb the stairs instead of
taking a lift to your fourth-floor apartment and, immedi-
ately after entering your home, you experience uncomfort-
able symptoms like a pounding heart and excessive sweat-

ing, you might instantly have the thought: “Gosh, I'm not
as fit as | used to be; maybe 1 need to see my doctor and
get a thorough check-up.”

Now suppose thatinstead of having a negative thought
onentering home, you just sit down calmly and doa simple
deep-breathing exercise. You may feel completely fine in
a few minutes and continue with your day as usual, without
any great change in how you feel. This example clearly
shows that the same experience, if interpreted different-
ly, can result in very different feelings and emotions.

Today, mostof us are living in body consciousness result-
ing from the false identification of the selfwith the body.
Such limited identities then influence our thoughts and
actions and give rise to emotions like insecurity, fear, self-
ishness and hatred. Thus, those who are ignorant of the
soul are severely bound by their body, and they think, act
and live their whole lives in a narrow, limited way that
makes everything in their lives limited.

Hence, in order to live a liberated life, we need to realise
the truth that we are all spiritual beings in a human body
and, birth after birth, we continue to play different roles.
Thus, by being soul-conscious, we can transcend our fears,
attachments and vices, and we can also conquer the fear
of death and any kind of physical loss, thereby experienc-
ing our original qualities such as peace, joy and love in an
unlimited way.

( The writer is a spiritual teacher and a popular columist )

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SIR and the irony of democracy

A telemarketer once called then Finance Minister
Pranab Mukherijee to offer him a housing loan during
a meeting with the Opposition. Bureaucracy and
reality collided to produce unintended comedy.

SIR has discovered its own humour. During the
Special Intensive Revision of electoral rolls, names
such as LK Advani, S Jaishankar, Jagdeep Dhankhar,
Rekha Gupta, Arvind Kejriwal and SS Sandhu have
figured among those receiving notices over electoral
discrepancies. The Election Commission clarified that
receiving a notice does not, by itself, mean deletion
from the electoral roll. It is part of a verification
process and gives the person concerned an oppor-
tunity to establish the details.

But if people who have occupied high public
offices can find themselves having to produce doc-
uments to establish their electoral credentials, what
does this mean for an ordinary citizen with limited
paperwork, an outdated address, missing records or
little familiarity with official procedures?

The right to vote is universal. Its exercise should not
become a bureaucratic obstacle course. Democracy
gives every citizen one vote. SIR, it seems, may first
demand a file to prove that you exist.

AP THIRUVAD | CHENNAI

Erdogan raises Kashmir issue at UNGA

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has raised the
Kashmir issue again at the United Nations General
Assembly, calling for disputes in South Asia to be
addressed through dialogue and within the framework
of the UN Charter. “In South Asia, it is important that
alldisputes, including the Kashmir issue, be addressed
through dialogue within the framework of the United
Nations Charter and relevant resolutions,” Erdogan said
in his address on Tuesday.

He delivered the remarks in the presence of Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharifat the UN ters.

Celebrating the girl child

National Daughters’ Day, celebrated on September 25,
is an occasion to celebrate and cherish the girl child and
remind daughters how deeply they are loved and
valued. Although children need no special occasion to
receive love and affection, the day gives parents an
opportunity to express appreciation and create special
memories with their daughters.

A daughter is a precious gift to a family. She brings
love, warmth and happiness into the home and can
grow into a strong pillar of support. In Indian culture,

Erdogan has repeatedly used the UNGA platform to raise
the Kashmir issue in recent years, despite India’s objec-
tions. Beyond Kashmir, Erdogan used his address to call
for stronger international action on Gaza, renewed
recognition of Palestinian statehood and reforms to the
UN Security Council.

Erdogan has used his UNGA addresses to comment
on Kashmir on several occasions. His remarks have
varied in tone, but the issue has remained a recurring
feature of his speeches.

The remarks drew attention to Ankara's focus on
Kashmir at the UNGA, while India has opposed refer-
ences to Kashmir.

BHAGWAN THADAN! | MUMBAI

are often as a blessing and loving-
ly associated with Lakshmi, the Hindu goddess of wealth
and prosperity. Daughters’ Day also highlights the impor-
tance of girls in society and reinforces the message that
girls are equal to boys and deserve the same opportu-
nities to learn, grow and succeed. It provides an oppor-
tunity to challenge social prejudices that have, in some
communities, treated the birth ofa girl as less desirable
than that of a boy.

Parents play a vital role in building a daughter's con-
fidence by encouraging her abilities, supporting her
dreams and respecting her individuality.

Every girl deserves love, education, dignity, encour-
agement and equal opportunities.

JUBEL D'CRUZ | MUMBAL
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Minor forest produce: Reconciling
forest rights with conservation

The system governing minor forest produce collection and trade is caught between overlapping laws, unclear
institutional responsibilities, weak regulation and growing commercial pressure. Unless forest rights are balanced
with ecological responsibility, India risks degrading the very resource on which millions of forest communities depend

—

ARVIND
KUMAR JHA

BKP
SINHA

India has traditionally maintained a powerful presence
in global natural ingredient supply chains, exporting
processed lac, natural gums and herbal extracts to inter-
national pharmaceutical, food and cosmetic markets.
India’s trade in Non-Timber Forest Produce (Minor Forest
Produce, or MFP, in legal parlance) and bio-based com-
maodities reveals two distinct structural dynamics: agri-
cultural/cultivated natural commodities, such as guar gum
and herbal extracts, maintain large export volumes,
whereas commodities of wild origin harvested from
forests, such as tendu leaves, myrobalans, khair and tree
gums, are trapped in stagnant or declining domestic yields
and business.

Over the recent five-year period, natural medicinal
extracts generated 34,500 crore t0 36,500 crore annual-
ly due to expanding global demand for nutraceuticals and
phytoconstituents. Guar gum and resins yielded around
23,300 crore to 35,2200 crore, while processed lac gave
export earnings of ¥280 crore to 400 crore per year.
Conversely, traditional wild[forest-origin commodities
faced severe structural decline: tendu leaves, earning under
%160 crore, followed a downward trajectory, while the
value of myrobalans exported was 340 crore to ¥80 crore
and that of khair (katha/cutch) under 240 crore.

Driven by expanding global demand and the value of
natural products, monetary values may sometimes
appear to climb, butin the heart of India's ancient wood-
lands, a silent legal, economic and ecological tragedy is
brewing. While global procurement standards strictly
mandate product traceability, organic certification and
consistent quality, India's forest produce trade is plung-
ing into chaos due to unorganised and fragmented extrac-
tion of MFPs under a puzzling criss-cross of legal instru-
ments, poorimplementation oflaws and weak local man-
agement, habitat depletion-led unsustainability in yields,
adulteration and poor post-harvest handling, with a lack
of functional primary processing units. In fact, the sustain-
ability of MEPs, ranging from gums and bamboos to lac,
resins and medicinal plants, which forms the economic
backbone for over 100 million forest-dependent individ-
uals across the country, is under threat.

Aserious danger to India’s minor forest produce (MFP)
stems from a chaotic clash and, quite often, an executive
misinterpretation of overlapping statutes - including the
Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996
(PESA); the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (FRA); the
Biological Diversity Act, 2002; and amendments to the
Indian Forest Act, 1927, along with the decriminalisation
of some forest and forest-land-related offences by the Jan
Vishwas Act, 2023. They collectively resultin a de facto sev-
erance of economic extraction rights from ecological
responsibility on the ground. Although PESA uses the
phrase ‘Gram Sabhas are endowed with the ownership
of Minor Forest Produce’, the prevalent perception of
people's relationship with MFP does not go beyond viewing
selected MFPs as money-yielding resources simply to be
exploited for financial gain. The overstretching of the term
‘ownership' used in PESA and FRA to include ‘management’
aswell as ownership of unsevered, standing minor forest
produce (which is essentially an immovable property
belonging to the state), coupled with the non-formalisa-
tion of the duties of FRA beneficiaries, local-level institu-
tions (such as Joint Forest Management committees) and
Gram Sabhas, although mandated by the FRA, has been
disastrous. The poorly integrated Biological Diversity Act's
access and benefit-sharing (ABS) mechanism, for want of
a clearly determined chain of custody, has affected the
erstwhile unified oversight, leaving regulatory boundaries
blurred.

No isation dfthe dang i enced

AS REGARDS
GOVERNANCE, THE
COMMERCIAL
MOVEMENT OF
MINOR FOREST
PRODUCE REQUIRES
ROBUST DIGITAL
TRACEABILITY AND
TRANSIT CONTROLS,
SUCH AS
INTEGRATION WITH
THE NATIONAL
TRANSIT PASS
SYSTEM (NTPS) TIED
TO HARVEST
DECLARATIONS. GEO-
TAGGING OF
HARVEST ORIGINS
MUST BE INSISTED
UPON TO PREVENT
ILLEGAL REMOVALS
AND CURB THE
LAUNDERING OF
ILLICIT FOREST
PRODUCE UNDER THE
PRETEXT OF
EXERCISING FOREST
RIGHTS

Forest Departments to leave today's unequipped and over-
burdened Gram Sabhas in sole charge of complex forest
ecosystems is dreadful. Any unregulated commercial
extraction without management plans destroys natural
regeneration, severely compromises critical ecosystem
services and collapses tribal livelihood safety nets. The

BKP Sinha and Arvind Kumar Jha are
Former Principal Chief Conservators of

Forests (PCCFs), Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra

conundrum is compounded by the 2023 Community Forest
Rights guidelines issued by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, local-
level attempts to edge out the enforcement machinery in the
name of democratisation, and institutional abdication exhib-
ited by the forestry sector.

The ground-level situation created due to the above leaves
the Gram Sabhas vulnerable to capture by commercial trade
syndicates. The examples of the working of bamboo and tendu
leaves in states such as Maharashtra are worth studying in this
regard. On the silvicultural front, abandonment of scientific
working plans and carrying-capacity limits, combined with
market forces, is directly leading to destructive tapping, ring-
barking and over-harvesting, destroying the natural regener-
ation of species such as bamboo, khair, tendu and gum karaya.
Driven by powerful global and domestic market forces
demanding cheap raw botanicals, the institutional vacuum pro-
vides easy ground for commercial intermediaries to maximise
short-term profits, threatening the irreversible ecological col-
lapse of forest canopies and the ultimate destruction of the very
resource on which tribal livelihoods depend.

A prominent concern is the selective projection of isolated
success stories driven by exceptional civil society support or
rare administrative leadership. Such examples can mask the
gap between statutory intent and ground implementation else-
where. As a result, scalability suffers, site-specific needs remain
unaddressed, and many tribal and forest-dweller communities
remain disempowered. Protecting ecological capital while
respecting forest dwellers' rights requires an urgent course cor-
rection.

Sustaining forest rights to MFPs while ensuring ecological sus-
tainability requires a clear statutory distinction between own-
ership of harvested produce and responsibility for overall forest
management. The Forest Department must maintain forest
health and sustained MFP supply through scientific working
plans, while rights holders must respect carrying-capacity limits.
This balance should involve |oint Forest Management commit-
tees on public forest lands. In ‘Community Forest Resource' areas,
formal plansshould bei within the
statutory framework of the FRA, as mandated.

As regards governance, commercial movement of minor forest
produce requires robust digital traceability and transit controls,
including integration with the National Transit Pass System (NTPS)
and harvest declarations. Geo-tagging harvest origins can
prevent illegal removals and curb laundering of illicit forest
produce. State procurement bodies such as TRIFED, the Girijan
Cooperative Corporation and state MFP federations should move
from passive buyers to active stewardship partners, linking

inil Support Price dist to sustainably harvest-
ed and certified MFPs while supporting biodiversity conserva-
tion and natural regeneration. At the village level, institution-
al mechanisms should be rationalised, with tribal self-help group
hubs for primary processing and capacity-building to ensure
greater local economic benefits.

Finally, the escalation of pressure on forest resources,
gradual reduction in MFP production and expansion of local
stakeholder populations make it imperative to enact policy deci-
sions that reduce reliance on minor forest produce of wild origin.
As a concomitant measure, national policy must shift towards
promoting high-value species cultivation on private farmlands
while simultaneously strengthening protection measures in
forest areas to curb illicit removals. Focus should be given to
skill training in ecotourism and green technologies that move
local youth into higher-paying, off-forest jobs. Simultaneously,
systems for rewarding conservation, utilisation of carbon
markets and creating allied livelihoods with predictable
incomes must be established to make, especially for forest
dwellers, our living forests far more valuable than harvested
MEPs. It's high time the policymakers took a call on this!

Tamil Nadu alliance
vs INDIA Bloc

As the emergence of a new political front in south-
\ ern Tamil Nadu took formal shape with the inclusion
of the Congress, this new realignment of political
forces in the southern state, though having a region-
al character, is bound to have an impact on nation-
al politics. The Secular Social Justice Victory Alliance
(SSJVA), led by actor-turned-politician and Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay's Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK), with Congress as a partner, though playing
second fiddle in the alliance, makes the new forma-
tion interesting.

The few months that Vijay has been in power in Tamil Nadu after dislodging
the powerful ruling DMK have portrayed a new-era politician with a fresh outlook
and unconventional ways of pursuing politics. Even in governance, though it is
avery short span to form a view of his style of functioning, he has been exhibit-
ing the courage to abandon the beaten tracks of traditional politics and harp on
a new path to strike a better rapport with the public, particularly Gen Z, in line
with his image as a young superstar turned political leader.

The formation of the new alliance has to be viewed against this backdrop. The
fact that Congress, now sharing power in Tamil Nadu after six decades, has agreed
to become part of it without any commitment or clear stand by Vijay on whether
or not to join the LN.D.LA. bloc at the national level makes it both interesting and
complicated.

Did Congress leader Rahul Gandhi jump the gun by abandoning the DMK before
the recently held Assembly elections and joining Vijay's bandwagon? Electorally,
his judgement was not wrong, as TVK strode to an impressive victory, with Congress
piggybacking to ultimately share power as part of what is known as the SS|VA.
Prior to that, he had inclined towards fighting the 2024 Lok Sabha elections in
alliance with TVK and not the DMK. But Gandhi's proposal was scuttled by his own
party leaders from Tamil Nadu, led by former Union Minister and now Rajya Sabha
MP P Chidambaram.

Perhaps, Gandhi had rightly understood the prevailing ground realities in the
state, where Congress
had been pushed to the
margins by the Dravidian
parties, which did not
give the Grand Old Party
(GOP) an inch on the
Tamil Nadu turf. This was
despite the DMK, a
regional party, becom-
ing a dominant partner in
the Congress-led UPA
governments and
becoming the biggest
beneficiary. The DMK
chief, M K Stalin, had
rejected the Congress
demand, before the
Assembly election, for a pre-poll understanding to share power with the GOP in
case the alliance retained power. On the contrary, Vijay gladly accepted
Congress as a partner in the government.

Although the DMK, after its defeat in the Assembly elections and Congress decid-
ing to side with TVK, immediately severed its relations with the L.N.D.LA. blog, it
is still to chalk out a clear line of alignment at the national level. Will it go with
the B|P-led NDA, stay neutral, or maintain a strategic connect with the Congress-
led opposition parties’ alliance? Stalin has still to clear the mist despite sending
mixed signals to keep the DMK's political significance intact even at the nation-
al level. The most contentious issue preventing the DMK from joining the Narendra
Modi-led NDA is the delimitation of constituencies and the consequential increase
in the number of Lok Sabha seats. Under the scheme of things as planned by the
B|P regime, the southern states stand to lose out to the cow-belt states, which
are strongholds of the BJP, as it will further strengthen the saffron party's grip
on its traditional citadels.

That is where Stalin is stuck and unable to take a final call, though he is said
to be negotiating with Modi and his team to extract a clear-cut assurance on delim-
itation being carried out in such a manner as not to harm the interests of the south-
ern states. An indication towards this wait-and-watch game is seen in the
Government not proroguing the Monsoon Session of Parliament even after nearly
amonth, to keep the window open for reconvening the same session in the hope
that it arrives at an understanding with the ilk of Stalin and other political parties
having reservations about the delimitation move.

There is a strong school of thought that believes that Gandhi should not have
severed relations with the DMK, given the party's strength in the Lok Sabha, by
which it can help Modi sail through Parliament, ensuring the passage of crucial
and contentious Bills such as those related to delimitation of constituencies and
the Women's Reservation Bill. No one knows the Congress strategy relating to
this aspect and whether Gandhi has kept his personal channels open with Stalin,
with whom he enjoyed good relations while being coalition partners.

It would be naive to think that Congress would not have taken into account
the significance of the DMK's strength in the two Houses of Parliament, given the
fact that the ruling NDA, with the BJP, is heavily dependent on alliance partners
and outside support. If not so, the GOP should be ready to take the blame if the
DMK decides to support the crucial Bills being piloted by the Government.

A vital question arising out of the new Tamil Nadu-centric alliance is: how will
itimpact the INDIA. bloc and, in turn, national politics from the point of view of an
anti-BJP alliance, particularly with an eye on the 2029 Lok Sabha elections? Will the
SSJVA act as a counterforce and weaken the existing opposition combine at the nation-
al level? The three main characters in this act are keeping their cards close to their
chests. This has resulted in speculation gaining currency as to the future shape of
things on opposition unity. Gandhi's silence, Stalin’s Machiavellian reticence and
Vijay's shrewd demeanour have made the act look complicated. In this game of
political articulation, both Stalin and Vijay seem to be better and comfortably placed.
This is because neither of them has a direct interest at the national level, whereas
Gandhi (read Congress), being the premier opposition party, is the main rival to Modi

and, for that, the pivot of the opposition unity. -

ANIL ANAND

India in the emerging multipolar world order

The architecture
of global power
that took shape
after the Cold War
no longer holds.
Nations are
regrouping and
realigning under

DEVENDER
SINGH ASWAL

geopolitical
upheaval and
domesticimpera-
tives, while technology is rewriting the very
meaning of sovereignty and economic P

Dy

oping world are properly represented
ininstitutions whose decisions shape
peace, finance, trade, technology and
sustainable development.

That role as a rule-shaper extends
into climate diplomacy. India’s position
rests on common but differentiated
responsibility — climate justice
the pressure of demands real climate finance, technol-
ogy transfer and resilient infrastruc-
ture, not just ambitious pledges, par-
ticularly for communities most
exposed to environmental change.
that hollows out its own ecologi-

and cross-border data flows now shape a nation's

Moscow but any country - India and China

arable from national security.

Recent global shocks exposed how
dangerous it is to depend on narrow
sources for energy, medicines, semi-
conductors, critical minerals and
defence equipment, pushing econom-
ic diplomacy from a supporting role
into a central strategic instrument.
India's exports are already feeling the
strain of US sanctions, sharpened by the
Sanctioning of Russia and Iran Act of
2026, which hands President Trump dis-
cretionary power to penalise not just

armed forces alone, while space itself - vital to
communications, navigation, weather forecast-
ing, banking, disaster response and defence —
becomes a domain India must actively protect
through responsible conduct and hardened
assets. As Kautilya wrote two millennia ago, the
treasury is the foundation of the army, and the
army the instrument that protects the state; eco-
nomic strength remains the bedrock of both secu-
rity and strategic autonomy, and no nation sus-
tains the latter without the former.

India's ambition to become a developed nation
by 2047 depends on growth that is not just high
but fair — avoiding a K-shaped economy that

dence buckles under new strategic rivalries. As the
world's largest democracy, India's choices now
carry weight far beyond its borders — shaping
international security, trade, technology gover-
nance, climate action and the development pri-
orities of the Global South. Its simultaneous
engagement with the G20, BRICS, the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation and the QUAD, along-
side bilateral partnerships spanning divergent
geopolitical camps, is the clearest expression of
this multi-aligned approach.

The institutions built to manage global affairs
no longer mirror today's distribution of power. The
UN Security Council needs reform, and the Global
South deserves a stronger voice in international
financial and trade bodies. India’s push for a per-
manent seat should be framed not merely as a
claim to status commensurate with its growth tra-
jectory, but as part of a broader effort to ensure
Asia, Africa, Latin America and the wider devel-

cal base cannot last, and environmental policy that
ignores jobs, poverty and energy access will not
hold public trust either. The task is to fuse econom-
ic progress with environmental and social respon-
sibility, not treat them as competing goals.

Inan emerging multipolar order, India is posi-
tioning itself as one of its central poles, drawing
on capability, relationships and geography rather
than choosing sides. Its foreign policy can no
longer be framed as East versus West; it must
engage East, West, North and South at once,
without surrendering strategic autonomy. That
requires diplomacy supple enough to bend with
circumstance — recalling Henry Kissinger’s obser-
vation that nuance, flexibility and occasional ambi-
guity are the tools of the trade.

Technology has become one of the sharpest
instruments of geopolitical power. Artificial intel-
ligence, semiconductors, quantum computing,
telecommunications, satellites, digital platforms

economic, strategic and military weight — and
whoever controls critical technology and data
infrastructure will command disproportionate
influence over the coming order. India's Digital
Public Infrastructure — its identity, payments and
public-service systems — has already shown
what this can look like at scale, drawing global
attention. But modern economies run on inter-
connected digital networks for banking, energy,
transport, healthcare and governance, which
makes them vulnerable: a single cyberattack on
critical infrastructure can cause disruption no army
could match, demanding constantly evolving
cyber defences. Data, meanwhile, is both an eco-
nomic asset and a matter ofidentity and privacy,
and reconciling innovation with security and indi-
vidual rights is arguably the hardest of these chal-
lenges - with artificial intelligence posing the most
complex test of all.

Trade and economic resilience are now insep-

included — buying Russian energy. Yet confident,
steady leadership can weather such headwinds:
India remains the world's largest sovereign
democratic republic, on course to become its third-
largest economy, and no external pressure can
indefinitely check that trajectory.

A stronger global voice also demands an
impenetrable shield of national security - secure
borders, freedom from infiltration and the capac-
ity to respond decisively to emerging threats. That
no longer means conventional military readiness
alone; nations now face cross-border terrorism,
cyberattacks, organised transnational crime,
information warfare, economic coercion, infra-
structure attacks and threats from space, all under
the umbrella of hybrid warfare that no single
armed force can handle alone. It demands tighter
coordination among security agencies, technol-
ogy institutions, financial regulators and civil
society, rather than leaving the burden to the

widens disparities and breeds discontent.
Spending on education, health, research and
defence should be read as investment in nation-
al capability, not expenditure, since economic
development, technology, human capital and
security reinforce one another.

Ultimately, India cannot shape global rules
without economic and technological strength, and
it cannot sustain that strength without secure
borders, resilient supply chains, energy security
and dependable partnerships. Its influence will
be measured not by GDP, military size or seats at
the table, but by the principles it upholds, the trust
itearns and the solutions it delivers to a fractur-
ing world.

The writer is former Additional Secretary, Lok Sabha, and a
Member of the Supreme Court Bar Association. The article is
an abridged version of the keynote address delivered by him
at the National Seminar held by Amity Law School, Noida
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Conscience at stake

Row over law on national song avoidable

HE Supreme Court’s intervention in the dis-
pute over mandatory singing of Vande
Mataram has brought the focus back on free-
dom of conscience, which is guaranteed by
Article 25 of the Constitution. The Court, while
hearing Carnatic vocalist TM Krishna's challenge to the
amended law on the singing of the national song, indicat-
ed that a person who respectfully refuses to sing on
grounds of eonscience should not face eriminal prosecu-
tion. The SC referred to its 1986 judgment in Bijoe
Emmanuelv State of Kerala, which protected schoolchild-
ren who declined to sing the national anthem on religious
grounds while standing respectfully during its rendition.

That precedent matters because the present row is
not ultimately about whether Vande Mataram deserves
respect. Its place in India’s history is well established.
Nor is the Court seeking to determine which version or
how many stanzas should constitute the national song.
Those are questions for the executive and the legisla-
ture. The constitutional question is narrower but funda-
mental: how far can the State go in compelling an indi-
vidual to demonstrate patriotism? The distinction
between refusing to participate and disrupting a cere-
mony is crucial. A citizen who deliberately prevents oth-
ers from singing is engaging in conduct fundamentally
different from one who simply declines to sing. Criminal
law must recognise that difference with precision, par-
ticularly when penalties are involved. Citizens should be
able to understand clearly what conduct constitutes an
offence. Disagreement over the number of stanzas, the
official rendition or the appropriate protocol should not
become a pretext for arbitrary enforcement.

National symbols derive their strength from shared
respect, which is unlikely to be strengthened by coer-
cion. A democracy confident in its national identity
should have room for both collective expressions of
patriotism and individual freedom of conscience.

Medicine overuse

Remedy lies in a combination of efforts

HE Central Drugs Standard Control Organisa-
tion's advisory to curb the indiscriminate and
repeated use of painkillers and antibiotics sig-
nals the scale of the public health crisis. Cura-
tive medicines — to be used only when neces-

sary and under medical supervision— are routinely taken

either preventively or for the mildest of infections that the

’human body can naturally handle. The overuse and mis-

use of antibiotics place India at the centre of the global

antimicrobial resistance crisis. There is an acute lack of
of how such practi tribute to kidney-

related complications and other adverse drug reactions.
Easy over-the-counter access only partly explains the self-
medication culture, Malpractices such as overprescribing
and overcharging have fostered a general distrust in the
medical system. Financial constraints, cultural beliefs and
theunchecked role of chemists acting as informal medical
practitioners further compound the problem.

Aprofessional code of conduct is apparently missing in
the entire healthcare chain, and the regulatory whip has
been largely invisible. Animpactful change would require
a multi-pronged reform of protocols. Most important is
ethical and responsible stewardship by the registered
medical practitioners. It's a huge challenge, given how the
profiteering tendencies now seem beyond control, increas-
ingly foreing patients to self-diagnose and avoid consulta-
tion unless it is unavoidable. Tighter prescription checks
are essential, but just having CCTV cameras in pharma-
cies won't work. More likely, it will lead to a surge in med-
icine prices for circumventing the guidelines, Comprehen-
sive campaigns are required to educate citizens on the
dangers of self-medication and antibiotic resistance.

The drug regulator’s advisory is not expected to reshape
the structural inadequacies or change habits overnight.
‘What it must do is to serve as a catalyst to enforce genuine
accountability across the healthcare and pharmaceutical
sectors, prioritising patient well-being over profiteering.

OPINION

Che Erihuut CHANDIGARH | THURSDAY ] 24 SEPTEMBER 2026

The ECl itself has become suspect

It's time for the Supreme Court to act strictly and put the poll panel in its place

" JUSTICE DEEPAK GUPTA
FORMER JUDGE, SUPREME COURT

HE essence of

democracy is that

every citizen has the

right to vote and

elect their represen-
tatives. Universal adult suffrage
was contemplated by Motilal
Nehru in his 1928 report, which
stated, “every person of either
sex who has attained the age of
21 and is not disqualified by law
shall be entitled to vote.”

Under the Government of
India Acts of 1919 and 1935, the
voting rights were restricted to
people on the basis of qualifica-
tions relating to property,
income or education. Less than
10% qualified. In the Constituent
Assembly, there was near una-
nimity on this aspect. There was
only one lone voice of dissent.
Article 325 of the Constitution
provides that no person shall be
ineligible for inclusion in the
electoral roll — on grounds only
of religion, race, sex or caste.

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) was constituted under
Article 324 for the superinten-
dence, direction and control of the
preparation of electoral rolls. The
ECI has the power to review the
electoral rolls, but this power must
be exercised in accordance with
the Constitution and the laws. The
exercise must be carried out in
such a manner that, though the
ineligible are weeded out, the cit-
izens who have the right to vote
are neither disenfranchised nor
put in such a position that their
right is set at naught.

The West Bengal SIR exercise
‘was a fiasco. The Supreme Court
gave a very long rope to the ECL
The Court directed that the
claims and objections of voters
whose names were not included
in the electoral roll be examined
by judicial officers. It also pro-
vided for an appellate mecha-
nism against the decisions of
these officers. This was done at
the cost of normal litigation.

RIGHT TO VOTE : The revision of electoral

The Court’s experiment of
appointing judicial officers to
decide these disputes did not
vield positive results. These
Jjudicial officers were not
trained to decide such disputes,
that too in a summary manner.
They rejected almost all the
claims of the voters and upheld
their disenfranchisement.

These orders were, by and
large, incorrect. This is apparent
from the affidavit filed by the
Election Commission before the
apex court, which states that out
of 1,26,194 appeals decided after
the Bengal elections, 93% were
decided in favour of voters who
were disenfranchised. More than
37 lakh appeals are still pending.
Going at the present rate, it will
take more than 12 years to decide
these appeals. These figures
clearly show the inefficacy of the
dispute redressal system.

The ECI has started issuing
discrepancy notices, which will
result in a number of disputes.
‘Who will decide these disputes?
It is obvious that judicial officers
who are already overburdened
cannot be tasked with this duty.
The people will have no faith in
executive officers. It is difficult
o find people to man the appel-
late tribunal in West Bengal;
from where do we find people to
man the tribunals all over the
country? It is obvious that the
ECThas not given any thought to
how these disputes should be
resolved efficiently and in a

y forthe ECIto

shift the burden onto

the citizen, but thatis
not theright path.

time-bound manner.

Many important citizens have
been issued notices for so-called
“discrepancies”, which is a term
not contemplated under the Con-
stitution or the laws. These
includea former Vice President,a
former Deputy Prime Minister,
former and cwrrent Chief Minis-
ters, a member of the ECT itself
and a former Supreme Court
Judge. The only merit of the sys-
tem followed by the ECI is that it
does not discriminate between
the rich and the poor. However, in
actual fact, the rich, the powerful
and the educated will reply to the
notices, produce documents and
will easily give evidence and have
their names restored. That will
not be true for the poor.

A large number of the names

deleted are of those who were
staying in colonies which have
been demolished. What address
will they give? Who will fight for
them? How will they be able to
produce documents to show
where they reside? Even a home-
less citizen has the right to vote,
and a vote being deleted on the
ground that the house has been
demolished is a travesty of justice.

What worries me is what will
happen to the house help from
Jharkhand or Assam or any other
part of the country working in
Delhi; the young man from
Himachal Pradesh working in
Mumbai; and the boys and girls
from the North-East working in
Bengaluru. How will they, with
their limited resources, satisfy the
ECT that they havearight tovote?
‘Will they have to spend time and
money to go back to their native
places to collect their documents?
It is easy for the ECI to shift the
burden ontothe citizen, but that is
not the right path. The burden
should be on the ECI to collect
evidence to show that a person is
notentitled to vote and then issue
anotice to such a person.

I do not know on what algo-
rithms the ECI's system is work-
ing, but the so-called (un)Artifi-
cial Intelligence has resulted in
absolutely absurd results. The
system developed by the ECI is
totally unreliable since more
than 15% of the population has
been removed from the electoral
rolls. This can easily affect the

The cure for the ills of democracy is more democracy. —HLMencken

result of elections. That is not a
true democracy. We have been
consistently having elections
since 1951, but the citizens have
never faced such hurdles in exer-
cising their right to vote.

The ECI has many better
things to do than disenfranchise
15% of the population. In the last
two weeks, it has been widely
reported in the press how some
unheard-of unrecognised par-
ties have collected hundreds of
crores of rupees in a short span
of two to three years. One such
party appears to have got more
money than the entire Opposi-
tion. It seems the ECT has turned
a blind eye to this patently cor-
rupt practice and has taken no
action whatsoever.

The votes of many citizens
belonging to a particular com-
munity are being deleted or
questioned. Booth-level agents
of political parties have filed
applications in Form 7 for the
wholesale deletion of names. In
most cases, these applications
have been rejected. No action has
been taken by the ECI against
such booth-level agents and
political parties. Ordinary citi-
zens of this country who have the
right to vote are facing hurdles
and have to move from pillar to
post to prove their citizenship.

It is now an open secret that
two members of the ECI have
raised serious objections with
regard to the procedure being
followed for adding new voters
and deleting old ones. They have
questioned the integrity of the
database. In these circum-
stances, the entire SIR exercise
becomes questionable and unre-
liable. Till now, the Supreme
Court has relied on the state-
ments made on behalf of the
ECL Now this should not and
cannot be done. The ECI itself
has become suspect.

It is time for the Supreme
Courttoact strictly toensure that
ordinary citizens of the country
are not left at the mercy of the
ECI. Ina column in this newspa-
per a few weeks ago, I had said
that the Court must take steps
to regain its lost glory. This is a
golden opportunity for the
Court to redeem itself. It must
put the ECT in its place and put
the voters on the pedestal which
they deserve in a democracy.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.
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Before the elections
IT is almost impossible to think of a more confused or more con-
fusing political situation than what confronts the country today
before the third General Elections under the Government of India
Act. It is not merely the case that there are too many political par-
ties, a luxury which the country can ill afford to enjoy at the pres-
ent stage of her development, but in most cases the line of demar-
cation between one such party and another is by no means clear.
It we leave aside the Muslim constituencies, which are being con-
tested by candidates more or less on the basis of their personal
merits, there being substantial agreement in their political views,
them areasmany as sixdistinct classes of candidates in the Upper
L the jists, the R ivists, the Congress Inde-
pendents, the Independents who do not belong to the Congress,
the Liberals and the Hindu Sabhaites. Of these parties, only the
Swarajists stand definitely apart from all others, because they
stand for the non-acceptance of office, and it is only in regard to
them that the average voter can or at any rate ought to have no
great difficulty in determining whether he should vote for or
against them. As regards most of the other parties, the position is
at best obscure. Between the Congress Independents and the
ivists, the disti is i ion without
asthe parties th have;ust shown by combin-
ing under one banner. But is the position materially different as
regards the Responsivists, the Independents who do not belong
to the Congress, and the more progressive among the Liberals?

The shareIsold
too soon

SANJEEV SURT

OR years, I believed that teaching English literature had giv-
enme a fair understanding of human nature. In the works of
Shakespeare, Milton and other legends, I had encountered
ambition, greed, fear, hope, pride and tragedy in myriad forms.
Then, rather unexpectedly, I entered the stock market — and dis-
covered that the most difficult character to understand was myself.

The stock market is a small theatre of human emotions. Every
morning, the cunam rises. Fear enters from one side, greed from
another;} d regret ust afterlunch.

Some time ago, I sold a share after it had given me a reasonable
profit. I felt pleased with myself. I had resisted greed, booked my
profit and moved on. It seemed a sensible and disciplined deci-
sion. The next morning, the share began to rise. It rose again the
following day. Then it rose some more.

Soon, my actual profit seemed insignificant beside the prof-
it T imagined I could have made. I remembered three figures
with ridiculous precision: my buying price, my selling price
and the price it reached afterwards.

My wife noticed my silence. “Did you lose money?”

“No,” I replied. “Then why do you look so unhappy?” I had no
convincing answer.

That is one of the strangest lessons of the market. We can
make a profit and still feel that we have suffered a loss. The
money in our account is real, but the imaginary money we
failed to earn can trouble us even more.

Every investor has a ghost share: the one sold too early, the one
never bought or the one held for foo long. These shares disappear
from our portfolios but remain alive in our memories.

The market also teaches us the danger of hindsight. Once a
share has risen, its rise appears inevitable. We forget how uncer-
tain everything seemed when we made the decision. We judge
yesterday's choices with today’s knowledge.

Literature should have prepared me for this. A character
acts with limited knowledge while the audience already sees
the consequences approaching. In the market, we are both
the character and the audience — and still pretend afterwards
that the ending was obvious.

Still, every morning I return to the market, as do millions of
ordinary investors. We open our screens with the same mix-
ture of anxiety and hope. Perhaps that is why the market sur-
vives every disappointment. It sells shares, dreams, fear and
greed, but its most powerful product is hope.

T have spent years studying human nature. The stock market
has taught me that T have not yet finished studying my own.

The writer teaches English at MCM DAV College, Kangra

Maintain academic standards

Refer to ‘Pvt universities’; often, varsities
overstate their academic credentials to attract
more admissions and advance their financial
interests. This money-grubbing attitude takes
a heavy toll on educational standards, while
leaving students in the dark about the quality
of education they expect to receive. The
teacher-student ratio should be stnct.ly mom-

Cruel burden on patients, kin

Refer to ‘Daylight dacoity’: a tenfold mark-up
on alife-saving medicine is not merely a pric-
ingissue;itis a cruel burden imposed on fam-
ilies already battling fear, pain and financial
ruin. Such profiteering cannot be allowed to
masquerade as legitimate commerce. The
government must immediately audit medi-
cine pricing, cap excessive margins, ensure

tored to ensure ad
forevery student. Regu.\ar weﬂ—quahﬁed teach—
ing staff should repl.

complete and impose ipl
ry penaltles on those exploiting patients’
Apart from government efforts,

ensure that universities meet the academm
standards they promise their students. Educa-
tional standards should not be put on the back
burner in favour of monetary considerations.
'SURAJ KATHURIA, JIND

No public accountability

Refer to ‘Pvt universities”; these institutions
have systematically transformed higher edu-
cation into an unprincipled commercial enter-
prise, prioritising aggressive profit margins
over academic integrity. The opacxty sur-

ding financial allocation:

practices and hidden levies reveals a total dis-
regard for public accountability. Regulators
must enforce strict financial transparency. cap
predamry tuition fees and ruthlessly penahse

no one should make a fortune from another
person’s suffering.
BALBIR SINGH KAKKAR, JALANDHAR

Education plus skills

Refer to ‘Beyond classrooms, teachers build
network to curb child labour’; the issue
deserves a more nuanced discussion. We must
distinguish between exploitative child labour
and a child who, under proper supervision,
wants to learn a skill, support his family or
develop a talent while continuing his educa-
tion. Should society think only in terms of
removing the child from every form of work?
Or should we find a way to ensure that educa-
tion and skill development go together? The
objective should be to protect childhood while

ic realities and

HARISH MONGA, FEROZEPUR

. which icexcel- also ising talent,
lence with shameless profiteering. the dignity of work. The better approach is
SS PAUL, NADIA, WB  ‘education first, skill alongside’.
Diversify energy sources

Refer to ‘Coal challenge’; it presents an
important debate on India’s energy security
front, but the issue deserves a broader per-
spective. Coal continues to provide reliability
during periods of high demand, yet excessive
dependence on it exposes the power sector to
mining, transportation, weather and import-
lated disruptions. Rer bl offersa
cleaner alternative, but its intermittent nature
makes storage, modern transmission net-
works and flexible grids equally important.
The challenge is to build a reliable, affordable

and diversified energy system.
SIKANDAR BANSAL, SHIMLA

Glorious win for golden girls
The marvellous wins by our women crick-
et team over their opponents by huge mar-
gins winning gold medal for India in the
Asian Games has made us all happy and
proud. The credit goes to the players, their
parents and the coach Amol Muzumdar
who has been coaching the team since
October 2023 and has been instrumental in
guiding the team to the ODI World Cup
win. The title holds much value as still
many of the parents do not want their
daughters to ‘waste’ time in sports.

NPS SOHAL, CHANDIGARH

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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Sahil Ravindra

‘Wakode, a prom-

ising  second-

year BTech stu-

dent at IIT Bombay died by

suicide. His death has left his

family, friends and the stu-

dent community in deep

anguish. Reportedly, this is

the fourth suicide at II'T Bom-

bay in the last seven months.

Tragically, between February

and April 2026, at least four

students had similarly died at
NIT Kurukshetra.

Student suicides are rising
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When a student feels like a nobody

Although psychological dis-
tress is a lived reality, the
underlying factors contribut-
ing to emotional turmoil are
multiple and complex.

They may stem from diffi-
culties in the relational, histor-
ical and socio-political con-
texts. Structural inequality,
economic deprivation, neglect
orevenintrusive orauthoritar-
ian parenting and punitive
models of education especial-
ly in early formative years;
intergenerational angst and
social alienation in adult life
are all likely to precipitate a
crisis in a student.

Today, while psychological
distressison the rise across the
age spectrum, young people
are particularly susceptible to
the same. Youth is a stage of
life when one seeks to consoli-
date personal, professional,
relational and sexual identity.

“Young people are also carri-
ers of stated and unstated
intergenerational  trauma,

IGNORED : Educational institutions such as s and

ents, peers and teachers.
Even before entering the
gates of an educational insti-
tution, many have already
felt like 'a nobody’; others are

exponentially and yetweare  wishes and expedat)ons Lh:.\t waiting to be heard seriously.
quick to erase memories of may induce The d ds of higher
these preciousliveslost. The  ings of guilt and rebelhon education are challenging for
recent protests by the Cock- accompanied by a sense of all students. However, for
roach Janta Party had agam withdrawal and resignation, girls from conventional patri-
powerfully for it ide a simul u archal settings, Dalits, those
the irreparable loss of many  pressure to excel. with disabilities, different
NEET aspirants by suicide. They grapple with apletho-  sexual orientations and diffi-

The entire situation calls for
deep reflection and societal
mourning.

Psychological struggles are
part and parcel of being
human. We all go through try-
ing times that sometimes feel
unbearable. However, when
the pressure to survive and
perform exceeds the capacity
of endurance, we break down.

raof larger existential doubts
and questions which have
only doubled up in the digital
age, such as: "Who am I?"
"Does my life matter to any-
one?" "Am I visible and val-
ued in my culture and socie-
ty?" "Do I have a distinctive
face and identity?" They
search for empathetic mir-
rors in the eyes of their par-

cult family histories, the chal-
lenges are intensified mani-
fold. Students carry their
vulnerabilities right into the
educational setup.

A classroom reflects the larg-
erinequalities of society; it may
end up mirroring complicated
familial and social dynamics.

Voice and visibility in class-
room context are nuanced

Every suicide is
apoignant sign of
what could notbe
attended to while

the student was

in our midst.

and reparative care, even if

facility should be the most

they are unable to meet all  sophisticated and not the only
possible psychological con-  strandinachain of affirmative
cerns which youth grapple educational efforts. Mental
with. It is true that desplte health awareness and the hon-
genume efforts ouring of psychological life are
are inevitable, integraltoth fevery
such isthe complexnatureof  teaching-learning culture.
the human psyche. The voice of experience

However, it is equally true
that educational institutions,
specially the IITs, NITs and
coaching centres have a cru-
cial responsibility towards
their students. Instead of an
exclusive focus on cognitive

calls for engagement. Even a
single respectful conversa-
tion with a student can go a
long way indeed. It is imper-
ative that teachers, adminis-
trators and staffare trained in
empathetic listening and psy-

and des

care.

within aggressive, competi-
tive and non-dialogical envi-
ronments, they need to cher-
ish students' holistic growth
with a special focus on their

i mueuurn psycho-social strivings and
potentials.
aspects to be i 1 Ent of intel
insightfully by educatorsand  al development is best nur-
administrators.  However, tured through nourishing
instead of extending psycho-  environs that foster friend-

logical support; competitive
and authoritarian learning
environments perpetuate a
student's sense of humilia-
tion and trauma.

The prevalent intolerance
and prejudiced attitude fre-
quently results in treating
students with pumuve meas-

ships and empathy. In a
healthy learning climate, a
student's breakdown can
indeed become a break-
through if there is someone
to "see", understand, validate
and recognise the struggle.
The insightful, discerning
and compassionate eyes of

ures, insensitivity, or simply,
neglect and mdxﬂ’erence
Mental health is the least pri-
oritised. It is hardly surpris-
ing then that many young
people experience their edu-
cational journey as isolating
and discriminating,

There is a vital ro]e that
teaching cultures can play in
offering affirmative justice

e and administrators
can accomplish much. Every
student is a potential thinker
and creative visionary.

Apart from the urgent need
of setting up specialised cen-
tres of mental health and
appointing psychologists and
psychiatrists, it is crucial to
destigmatise pain and grief. A
specialised  psychotherapy

needs to be valued on a par, if
not more, than classroom
processes geared towards
curriculum completion.

Young voices are often
intense and passionate; nev-
ertheless, their meaning and
relevance should not be
undermined. Every suicide is
apoignant sign of what could
not be attended to while the
student was in our midst. At
times, a suicide is also a
socio-political act.

When structures and sys-
tems are relentless, the
cost to be heard is met by
sacrificing one's life. Edu-
cational cultures are the
actual guardians of youth.
Whenever we lose a pre-
cious life to suicide we are
directly or indirectly impli-
cated in the tragedy.

Perhaps the student
struggled multiple times to
be heard. Were we there to
hear their voice? This
indeed is a worthwhile
question for the entire edu-
cation system to ponder.

Dear Mother. Heres why Al is a door that can’t be closed

GIRISH ANAND-SOBTI
ITENTREPRENEUR

Dear Mother,

T is so wonderful that

you're still so interested

in the world and read

The Tribune every morn-

ing. You asked me about
what interests me now and I
thought it might be fun for you
to pick up the paper one day
and find an explanation. The
subject is vast, and you would
be right to approach it with
viveka — that clear, unflinch-
ing sight which distinguishes
what is true from what merely
appears to be true.

Let me begin, then, where
all true beginnings begin:
with a simple and honest
statement of what we have
made. But first I must cor-
rect something. We have
called it Artificial Intelli-
gence, but the name is too
small for what is happening.

Artificial does not mean
unreal. These systems are very
real. They are built by humans,
with human mathematics,
human data and human
machines. But they are not
human. What we have made is
something other. Perhaps we
should call it alien intelligence
— not alien in the sense of

something arriving  from
another planet, but alien in the
older, simpler sense: some-
thing foreign to us, something
that did not grow up inside the
human condition.

We have taken patterns
from human civilisation —
our conversations, books,
images, arguments, discover-
ies, mistakes, jokes, histories
and accumulated knowledge
— and trained machines to
model those patterns at an
extraordinary scale. The
result is remarkable. These
systems can reason, explain,
write, translate, program,
analyse, create images, dis-
cover patterns and increas-
ingly perform forms of scien-
tific and intellectual work
that once seemed uniquely
human. And yet, here is the
part where I want you to stop
and look very carefully: we
do not know exactly what is
happening inside.

We do not know whether
these systems think in any-
thing like the way we mean
whenwe speak of thought. We
do not know whether they

human consciousness is
emerging. I do not know, and
neither does anyone else.
Perhaps the greatest danger
is not that machines become
too intelligent. Perhaps it is
that humans become less will-
ing to exercise their own intel-
ligence. This is why viveka
matters — not as an abstract
spiritual idea, but as a practi-
cal discipline: to see clearly, to

understand, or whether they  distinguish appearance from
produce em:ramﬂ.\mnly con- reality, capability from wis-
vincing bet resem-  dom, from depend-
blesunderstanding. Wedonot ~ ence, what a system can do
know whether there is any fromwhat it should be permit-
subjective experience behind  ted to do, and what we know
thewords, or whether thereis  from what we merely hope.

anything itis like tobe sucha Most importantly, viveka
system. We do not have areli-  asks us to distinguish what is
able scientific test that settles  useful from what is sacred.
these questions. Perhaps That may ultimately be the

there is nothing there beyond
computation. Perhaps some-
thing very different from

question beneath all the oth-
ers. What must never be opti-
mised? What must never be

Change one’s opinion (5)

Examine closely (6)
Work very hard (6.4)

ALIEN : We have called it Artificial Intelligence, but the name is too small for what is happening. istock

I do not know what
ison the other side
ofthe door, but I
know how we must
look: with open
eyes, with humility,
with viveka.

delegated? What must remain
irreducibly human? What
kinds of decisions must
always require human judge-
ment? What are we unwilling
to trade for efficiency? What
would we protect even if pro-
tecting it made us slower, poor-
er or less competitive? A civil-
isation needs answers to these
questions before the machin-
ery becomes powerful enough
to answer them for us.

This is where our conversa-
tion returns to something
much older than technology.
You taught me that knowl-
edge is not Judgemem,, and I
am rstand

human beings: still fright-
ened, still tribal, still capable
of greed and compassion, cru-
elty and generosity, wisdom
and folly. We have not become
wiser simply because we have
‘become more powerful.
Nowwe have placed another
form of intelligence beside us
— something made by us, but
not like us; something trained
on the record of our civilisa-
tion but without our child-
hoods, our bodies, our mortal-
ity, our ancestors or our direct
experience of suffering. It may

comfortable answer. I distrust
anyonewho claims tohave one.
What I have instead is clarity
aboutwhatwe donotknow,and
perhaps that is where wisdom
begins. We must not worship
capability, but neither must we
fear it blindly. We must look
directly at what these systems
can do, what they cannot do
and what we cannot yet under-
stand about them.

We need institutions capa-
ble of saying no. We need peo-
ple willing to refuse when
refusal is necessary. We need

become capable of 1i-
nary things while remaining
profoundly unlike the beings
who created it. That is why [
prefer alien intelligence. Not
because I think it has arrived
from somewhere else. It has
not. It came from us. But per-
haps that is what makes the
moment so extraordinary.

For the first time, we are cre-
ating an intelligence that does
not come through biological
evolution. We are creating
another kind of cognitive
machinery and placing it
inside the world we built. We
have no guarantee that the
intelligence we create will
develop along the same path
that made us human. Perhaps
itwill remain merelya tool. Per-
haps it will become an extraor-
dinary Perhaps it

why. We have accumulated
more knowledge than any
civilisation before us. We have
created machines that can
manipulate that knowledge at
speeds no human mind can
approach. And yet we are still

SU DO KU

will transform civilisation. Per-
‘haps it will become something
for which our existing cate-
gories are simply inadequate.

1 do not know, and unlike
some of the conversations we

3y facc that
do not assume that because
something is technically pos-
sible it is therefore legitimate.
And we need a culture mature
enough to understand that
speed is not the same as
progress. We have opened a
door that cannot simply be
closed. What lies beyond it
may become humanity’s
greatest instrument, humani-
ty’s greatest test, or both.

So perhaps this is our battle-
field, Mother—not abattlefield
of armies, but of judgement;
not human against machine,
and not intelligence against
intelligence, but wisdomsstrug-
gling to arrive before power
outruns it. I do not know what
is on the other side of the door,
but T know how we must look:
‘with open eyes, with humility,
with wiveka, and with the
courage to decide, before the
machines decide forus, what is
sacred enough to protect.

Your son
Forfull article, go to

07

have hadbefore, Idonothavea  www.tribuneindic.com/opinion
f | FORECAST |

ACROSS DOWN il S O oA
I Greek god of wine (7) 1 4158 oIty MAX.| MIN
4 Former name for 2 Unite into a 8 ol 35 25

Myanmar (5) whole (8) 1 - L —
7 Attract (4) 3 New Delhi 34 24
8 Corresponding (8) 4 Amritsar 33 24
10Something visually 5 To anger (4) Bathinda 36 22

striking (3-7) 6

23
25
24
23

Jalandhar
Ludhiana
Bhiwani
Hisar
Sirsa 25
Dr 29 17
Manali 24 1
Shimla 25 17
Srinagar 20 1
Jammu 24
Kargil 05
Leh o7
Dehradun BN
Mussoorie 19

TOMPERATURE WO

Including everything (3.4)
12Bring back to memory (6) 9 Be in arrears (4.6)
13Detestation (6) 11 American football

field (8)
12Ask to be

given (7)
14Proscribe (6)
16Group of eight (5)
17Movie (4)

enthusiasm (3-2-3-2)
18Fit to be chosen (8)
19Toughness of character (4)
20Easily frightened (5)

21 Light open set of shelves (7)
Yesterday's Solution
Across: | Sitting duck, 9 Offbeat, 10 Couch, 11 Turn, 12
Domestic, 14 Employ. 16 Fierce, 18 Illusion, 19 Waif, 22
Dated, 23 Awesome, 24 Dead as a dodo.

Down: 2 Infer. 3 Then, 4 Notion, 5 Decrepit. 6 Counter. 7 For

the birds, 8 Chicken feed, 13 Lopsided, 15 Palette, 17 Morass,
20 Avoid, 21 Mend.
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B Shaka Samvat 1948

W Ashwin Shaka 2

W Ashwin Parvishte 8

 Hijar 1448

W Shukia Paksha Tithi 13, up to 11:19 pm

W Dhiti Yoga up to 3:55 pm

W Dhanishtha Nakshatra up (0 10:35 am

W Moon in Aquarius sign
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Two-Front Reality

ndhm strategic prcdmmLm in the Himalayas i is
singly shaped by the d ip between
China a.nd Pal\ls an. The operationalisation of a joint
by Beijing and
comermnl.‘(emton claimed bv India, underscores how
developments involving one nughbom can affect New Delhi's
security calculations involving the other. The controversy stems
from the 1963 Sino-Pakistan boundary agreement, under which
Pakistan ceded the Shaksgam Valley to China. India rejects the
arrangement, maintaining that the territory belongs to the
former princely state of Jammu and Kashmir and that Pakistan
had no authority to transfer it. The renewed institutional
engagement does not settle [hB dispute, but strengthens the
and 3 ofan
India considers illegitimate. The distinction between legal
claims and strategic realities is crucial. An agreement between
two countries cannot extinguish a third country’s territorial
claim. Yet sustained cooperation, infrastructure development
and regularised border management can entrench disputed
arrangements in practice. India must contend not merely with
competing maps, but with the possibility that facts on the
ground will become increasingly difficult to reverse.

The timing carries geopolitical significance. India and China
Thave sought to stabilise relations following vears of military
confrontation along the Line of Actual Control, particularly
after the deadly Galwan clash of 2020. But engagement with
Beijing has never guaranteed that China would moderate its
partnership with Islamabad. The latest development illustrates
the limits of treating bilateral normalisation as evidence of
broader strategic accommodation. The Chir
Economic Corridor, linking western China with Pakistan’s
Arabian Sea coast, adds an economic and infrastructural
dimension to this relationship. Roads, transport networks and
strategic facilities deepen interdependence while increasing the
significance of the territory through which they pass.

Cooperation consequently serves Beijing's connectivity
objectives as well as its wider regional interests. Nevertheless,
India should resist interpreting every Chinese initiative as proof
of an imminent coordinated military offensive. The boundary
commission does not establish a new military situation along
the LAC. Exaggerating its lmmcdrue implications cnu]d
obscure the more ] challenge: the lid

apartnership that India’s security
across two frontiers. New Delhi’s response must extend be) ond
diplomatic protest. India needs sustained investment in border
infrastructure, credible military preparedness and stronger
diplomatic engagement with countries concerned about
regional stability. It must also communicate its territorial
position internationally with consistency. documentary
ence. Public declarations alone cannot

ative effects of another country’s institutional

and infrastructural presence. The commission may not redraw
the map today. But it reinforces a fundamental reality: India’s
security challenges along its Chinese and Pakistani borders are
closely interconnected, and its engagement with Beijing cannot
be separated from the strategic implications of China’s
partnership with Islamabad. New Delhi must prepare for this
enduring complexity without confusing vigilance with the
inevitability of conflict.

Beyond Jamui

he assault on two school students ~ a girl and a boy,

both teenager: ihar’s Jamui district is a test of

more than policing. It challenges the social

assumption that a young woman's movements and
associations are subject to scrutiny, and sometimes
punishment, by men who appoint themselves guardians of
morality. The violence against the girl and her male friend
demands ac v, but the circ also expose a
deeper struggle over personal freedom and dignity.

The reported arrests, formation of a special investigation
team and police action are necessary steps. Yet the case has also
raised questions about how the authorities learned of the
assault. The teenagers reportedly did not initially approach the
police; investigators traced them after footage circulated online.
This sequence deserves examination, without presuming that
the victims' silence reflects any failure, Shame, fear of exposure
and concern about family or social consequences can
complicate reporting, especially for minors. The circulation of
the footage compounds the original violation. A recording
intended to expose wrongdoing can become another
instrument of humiliation when it reveals the identities of
children. Action against accounts sharing the clips is therefore
not a peripheral digital exercise. It is part of protecting the
victims, The National Commission for Women's intervention
should reinforce the obligation to safeguard their privacy, rather
than allow public outrage to turn into a second ordeal.

The political response has been equally revealing. Describing
such episodes as isolated incidents may be statistically
defensible, but the phrase cannot substitute for evidence or
answer public anxiety. Conversely, opposition leaders cannot
establish a government's overall failure through one disturbi

jon of
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Therewasatimewhenphysical
punishmentwascasually
acceptedaspartofschooling.
Manyadultsgrewup hearing
thatateacherpunishedachild
becausetheteachercared. The
Sflawinthatlogicisexposed.A
five-orsix-year-old doesnot
becomeabetterlearnerbecause
Jfearhasenteredtheclassroom.

5 ge

Fe I
Fearmay produce
: T .

Ip e, butcomp el

notleammg, and obedienceis
notcharacter

wo recent tragedies, though

fundamentally different, force us

to confront an uncomfortable

question about the culture of our
schools. In one incident, a very young child
reportedly collapsed and died afterallegedly
being physically punished by a teacherover
incomplete homework. The precise
circumstances and medical cause require
due investigation, but the allegation itself is
deeply disturbing. In another incident, a
school principal was reportedly killed in an
alleged act of extreme violence involving
students. The ci ces of that case

and respect

exercising authority. This is particularly
important in the edrlv years.

A child who enters school with curiosity
should not gradually learn to associate the
classroom with fear. The question every
school leader should therefore ask is simple
but difficult: have academic expectations
everbeenallowed to become more important
than the cmouoml and ph\’SlLdl safety of

only from teachers, but also from family
conversations, peers, digital media and the

s[udcms who can answer questions. It is to

adults they observe. If children muunch \nLh oLer human beings. Chﬂdren must
hearcontempt di datteachers;i without complain

or anyone with whom adults disagree, they
absorbmore than the words. They absorba
model of conflict. Parents therefore have a
LnllLJl I'Ol(_ in hulldmg emotional dlsclplmc

without threatening, accept correction without
feeling destroyed and exercise authority
without abusing power. These are not
peripheral life skills. They are essential to
s

mean

children? If: isye

defendingevery fthatchild.(

and systems must change.
Rejecting authoritarianism. however, does
not mean rejecting authority. A teacher

a school decision does not have to mean
attacking the teacher. A healthier response
is: “Tell me what happened.

vecreate ety

we inherit. Schools are miniature societies.
What we normalise within them eventually
travels bevond their gates. If hunnhduon is

should never be permitted to hit or

4. Equally, astudent cannot

be permitted to threaten, intimidate or

assault a teacher. A principal must hL
ible fc ions, but

too require careful investigation.

These incidents should not be treated as
mirror images. One concerns an alleged
misuse of adultauthority againsta child; the
other concerns alleged violence against an
educator. Their legal and moral dimensions
aredifferent. Yet together they compel us to
examine something larger: the culture of
boundaries, responsibility. authority and
human relationships within our educational
institutions. A school is meant to be a place
where children learn not only 1cademlc

does not give students permission to
retaliate violently when they disagree
with an authority figure. Young people
live in a world where disagreement is
immediate, public and often amplified

Let itproperly.
If something wrong has
happened, we will address
itthrough therightchannels.”
That is how responsible
it n'shxp taught.
Asafeschool. otdepend

children may learn
If aggression is normalised, they may learn
toretaliate. Ifauthority isarbitrary, they may
learn to distrust authority. If disagreement
is treated as betrayal, they may become
ad\d(s m«.apdbk of democratic dialogue.
utif Iy model empathy.

entirely onthe temperament
of individual teachers or
students. It needs systems.

dCLOlml«]blll . fairness and self-restraint,
they teach mmLLhm" more valuable than
any tn[hm)k. uuccnshjp .md humanity.
T

subjects, butalso how humant

treatone another. That places an
responsibility on every adult and every
student within the school community.

Th i ical puni

was casually aceepted as part of schooling.
Many adults grew up hearing that a teacher
punished a child because the teacher cared.
The flaw in that logic is exposed. A five- or
SL\ year-old does not hewmcd betterlearner
because fearhasentel . Fear
may produce immediate comp]nncc but
compliance is not learning, and obedience
is not character.

‘Teachers absolutely have a responsibility
tocorrectchildren. Children need boundaries,
routines and consequences. But correction
must preserve dignity. Thereisa fundamental
difference between telling a child. “This
behaviourisunacceptable; let us work together
to change it,” and making the child feel
worthless or deserving of pain.

Physical punishment, intimidation and
public humiliation are not signs of strong
pedagogy. They indicate that an adult has
failed to find a more constructive way of

[ CHINADAILY |

bysocial media. They seeangerrewarded ~ Thewriteris ~ Teachers need training in become
w ith aucnuon and Lonfmntalmn turned hmdaj positivediscipline,classroom  another cycle of public outrage that fades
remain in childprotection ~ after a few days. They should provoke
I n leading and emotional regulation.  reflection among teachers, parents, school
When disagreement becomes host Kolkata school c | iteducation  leaders, and students.
frustration becomes aggression and about boundaries, respectful We must ask whether our disciplinary
i i I i conflictresolution  practices are humane. Whether students
canbede Educ itled  and ible digital bek i i
tosafety. dif d Respect for Parents need to undersmnd the schools  andviolence. Whether teachers feel protected
children cannot mean di: foradults.  exy and grievance | Whether dschool:
At the same time, respect for adults cannot Teachers need safe and mn.spamn channels  are partners rather than adversaries. Above
mean that childrenlose their right L}uwé—,h hich ised.School  all, we mustaskwhether children arelearning
complain or seek justice. A hLathy school fure that every human being has dignity - and

must hold these principles together. There
is a crucial distinction helwccn authority
and authoritarianism. Students respect
teachers who are consistent, fairand willing
to listen. They respect teachers who can
admit mistakes and who correct behaviour
without attacking the person.

But students must also understand that
respect is not optional. A classroom cannot
function if every instruction becomes a
negotiation. A school cannot function if
every disciplinary decision is automatically
interpreted as oppression. Teachers cannot
teach effectively if they constantly fear that
reasonable correction will be treated as
hostility. The answer is not to weaken
authority. ThL answer 15 o hum.mm. i

are predictable, proporuonav.c and fair. The
objective should never be to create a school
where children are afraid of teachers.
shoulditbetocreateaschool where teachers
are afraid of children. The objective is to
create an environment where everyone
understands the boundaries within which
dignity and learning can flourish. Perhaps
the deeper question is what we mean by
education. We measurec_\ammauon results,
JChlL\eanlS These matter. But what
happens when a highly educated young
person cannot tolerate disagreement?
What happens when a child can solve a
difficult problem but cannot manage anger?
Wi hdl happens when a student can debate

I
on schools. That would be unfair. Children
learn their attitudes towards authority not

v but cannot accept beingtold "no™?
These are educational failures too. The
purposeof educationis not simply toproduce

China-ASEAN trade ties more dynamic

uh the themL “CAFTA 30
s, Better Life”,

event. These projects focus on three clear |L\

that neither power nor anger gives anyone
therighttoviolateit. Theschool of the future
cannot be built on fear. But neither can it be
built on permissiveness. It must stand on
something stronger: firm boundaries without
cruelty,authority without arrogance, freedom
without irresponsibility, correction without
humiliation, and respect without fear.

Educationis ultimately notabout producing
children who simply know more. It is about
h«.lpmg them become peuplc who can use
what they know
and humanely. Perhaps the most important
boundary our schools need to rebuild is the
boundary between being powerful and
abusing power, between being angry and
becoming violent, and between demanding
respect and learning to deserve it.

That is the culture we owe our children ~
and one another.

entry um) tone .md implemer

Lhc_srdchma ASEAN Expo
and the China-ASEAN

ummit, conclude

industrial upgrading, and in

design, the i
launched at the expo featured about 500

uq).mdmgmw the L,hm(.sc ‘market. Such
ademand-oriented

on Monday in Ndnmnp, (-u.myu Zhuang

economic ties between China and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
under theirupgraded free trade agreement.

Highlighting the aim of deepemn;, [hc

Chinas efforts to Addr\sa the practical
needs of ASEAN busi

conformity

technical reg,u]auom and
sessment and move faster

“Al marketplace”™

products from over 70 companies across

toward building an integrated regional
market that is open, inclusive and
rules-based The CAFTA30 Upgrade

and foster mutually beneficial A Member

outcomes. As Chinese
Vice-Premier Ding Xuexiang
said in his address at the

Of The

pragmatic regional part y,the Chinese
newden.lopmemmdhjgh thtyngu)m] government attaches great @ 80 W8 o
‘Timor-Leste ating ce Lo the building of

in the event for the first time as ASEANs
1ith member and an official co-host.

A highlight of this year's expo was the
eslahlmhmgn( ot a new exhibition area

the China-ASEAN Free Trade
Area, andis willing toshareits development ~ of
opportunities with ASEAN countries and

I setsouta
coveringdigital and green economies,
cross-border data flows, personal

cightcategories, such as wearables, health
management and consumer technology,
allowing visitors to test and buy items
on-site.
The focus on Al at the expo reflects the
- f Chin s
moving from traditional trade to more

need to work together to advance the
development of the digital cconomy in

privacy, digital payments, and Al
standards.

complex are:

such as data governance,

This forward-1 h
pmmonschm'\and /\SLW m)om ly

servicer
Beyondthese: lughhghls connectivity has
alway

1gand intellect

the digital age. Ding I ["lL e

'S ai a focal pmnl in lhc
“hina-AS

andlhcldm thatthe ngubdmlmnnecxmg
Nanmng and Buhu BJV officially opened

1y 100 ASEAN
demdnd pru)ecl' with three special
g sessions held during the

case. Bihar's record on women's dkly must be judged through
credible data on violence, reporting, investigation, prosecution
and conviction, alongside the accessibility of support for
victims. The central issue, however, extends beyond party
politics. If the assault arose from disapproval of two teenagers
being together, it represents an attempt to enforce social
conformity through intimidation. No private group has the
authority to police another pers relationships or
movements. The state’s responsibility is to protect that
freedom. not merely to punish its violent violation after the
event. The reported arrest of suspects is a development, not the
conclusion of the case. Investigators must establish each
accused person’s role, preserve evidence and proceed through
due process. Any alleged police encounter must also be subject
to appropriate scrutiny: accountability cannot depend on the
spectacle of force.

Jamui should prompt more than expressions of shame or
demands for exemplary punishment. It should lead to practical
questions: Can minors report harassment safely? Are pthL‘
equipped to respond itively? Are victims d from
exposure and mmmdauon‘! And can aulhunues demonstrate,
through outcomes rather than assurances, that public spaces
belong to girls as much as to boys? The measure of justice will
not be the volume of outrage, but whether the teenagers regain
their privacy and security ~ and whether the institutions
responsible for protecting them learn from the assault.

“ow

Noting
(h'u th.‘ C \I‘T A30 Upgmd(. Pmmu)] has

the region, d
R&D and scenario-based applications in
d,andl areas il

intechnology

g Al and fully unleash

Letters To The Editor [ editor@thestatesman.com

Posturing

Sir, Punjab faces the collective failure of
the political class on its drug menace. From
the AAP government's high-profile *Yudh
Nasheyan Viruddh” campaign to the BJP's
“Nasha Mukt Punjab” yatras and opposition
protests by the Congress and Akali Dal,
political parties across the spectrum remain
locked in a cycle of rhetoric, electoral
posturing, and high-arrest statistics.

Yet, grand slogans and political yatras
donothi i e i

theillicit pharmaceutical trade, or the money
trails sustaining the crisis. The state cannot
simply rely on punitive crackdowns while
young Punjabis lose their lives or flee abroad
for better prospects.

across political lines: strict prosecution of
high-level traffickers and political facilitators,
$ 1 rehablitati A seal i

opportunities for the youth. As the 2027
elections approach, AAP. BJP, Congress,
and regional parties must look beyond
cheap political points.

Only genuine, bipartisan commitment
to sustained policy ~ not election-year
slogans ~ will save Punjab.

Yours, etc., Sanjay Chopra,
Mohali, 21 September.

Bank strike

Sir, A bank strike was called on Friday,

1! September. With the next day being the

banking
services got paralyzed for three consecutive
days. Now, again astrike call has beengiven
from 28 to 30 September.

The 26th is the fourth Saturday of the
month followed by Sunday. which will be
followed by three consecutive days' strike.
Banking services will get disrupted for five

epaper.thestatesman.com

days just prior to Puja. Bank staff already
get second and 4th Saturday off but they
want all Saturdays off so as to enjoy five
daysaweek work with full salary and perks.
This reminds me of the reckless bandh
calls by the CPI-M and CITU particularly
on Fridays and Mondays sothatemployees
got extended weekends.
Bankcmplovees are ahcadv a p"xmpu'ed
lotenjoying yand perk:
PE.G: rdlLlllV. MCdlLd] L’lA and pmslun In
habbily.
Are the Mir 'lr\ of Finance, RBI and
Government of India completely in dark
regarding the sufferings of the common
people as a consequence of this strike?
Government must give these union leaders.
a stern warning. The strike needs to be
foiled withaniron hand. If necessary, ESMA
should be invoked.
Yours, etc, Dr. Purushottam Chattopadhyay,
Kolkata, 23 September.

oneday beft ore
thegrow!
the two sides.

thincross-| border trade between

Right age?

Sir, Gautam Gambhirsadviceto Vaibhav

Surya\ anshi to “wait for the right time®

Marriage

may have a socially prescribed age. but
cricket has no waiting period for talent.

Ifayoungsterisscoring runs and knocking
on the door, asking him to wait for the
calendar to approve his entry is like telling
agroom to postpone his wedding until the
neighbours give permission!

The irony is sharper when such advice
comes from the man entrusted with India’s
mukcung future.

hip should i dij
nol merely birthdays. Marriage needs the
right age; cricket needs the right player.
Talent shouldn’t wait indefinitely outside
the selection gate.
Yours, etc., A P Thiruvadi,
Chennai, 23 September.
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10 years on, UPI has sent thebill

SANKALPA BHATTACHARJEE

ndia’s Unified Payments Interface
(UPID) has entered its second
decade l)\ anulrmn something

a

between MDR'’s statutory and its
economicincidence:amerchant who
formally bears the levy may still
recover it through higher prices or
lhmnudlscuums UPTSs first decade

it was designed to

transaction price. From Ouohcr 15,
the National Payments Corporation
of India (NPCI) will levy a 04 per
cent Merchant Discount Rate (MDR)
on Person-to-Merchant (P2M) UPI
payments above Rs 2,000, capped at
Rs 300 for transactions of Rs 75000
and above, with a flat Rs 5 charge for
railways, telecom, insurance, and fuel.
(nnsumcmandcvery Person-to-Person
(P2P) transfer, regardless of size,
remain untouched. The announcement
revives a decade-old argument: was
India’s most celebrated public good
ever truly free, and does charging for
it now threaten the cashless economy
it was meant to build?

UPT's first decade was extraordinary
by any measure. Annual transactions
rose from roughly 2 crore and worth
Rs 007 lakh crore in FY17 to 24,162
crore worth Rs 314 lakh crore in FY26
—around 12,000-fold rise in volume
and roughly 4,500-fold rise in value.
The corresponding fall in average
ticket size, from about Rs 3900 to
roughly Rs 1,300, shows UPI displacing
small daily cash purchases as much
as it cnahled big-ticket digital ones.
or around 85 per
digital-payment volume.

Transactions above Rs 2000 make
up barely 4 per cent of merchant-payment.
volume but around two-thirds of its
value - the statistical skew that lets
NPCI claim 96 per cent of merchant
transactions are unaffected. That is
true, but it elides the difference

adoption; its second is
monetising scale.

UPI is free at the point of use, not
free to operate. A parliamentary
committee cited an industry estimate
of Rs 20,700 crore in annual operating
costs against a government allocation
of just Rs 2,000 crore for FY27 -
about a tenth of the cost. Banks and
payment providers need revenue to
fund capacity, cybersecurity. fraud
prevention, and dispute resolution.
In August 2026, PhonePe and Google
Pay together processed 779 per cent
of UPI volume and 816 per cent of
value, monetising the relationship
Lh:oug,h lending andadv ertising while
paying nothing for the rails beneath
them - an asymmetry Parliament’s
finance committee separately flagged.

The Payments Council of India
pressed for MDR’s return since the
zero-MDR mandate began in January
2020, writing directly to the Prime
Minister in March 2025. Read this
way. the new framework looks
like a tax on citizens than a long-
deferred settlement between the state
and an industry it can no longer
wholly subsidise.

Will this push transactions to cash,
and at what cost? India’s cash-to-GDP
ratio has fallen from its pandemic
peak of 144 per cent in FY21 to about
11 per cent in FY26, even as currency
in circulation hitarecord Rs 41.7 lakh
crore, growing 119 per cent in FY26.
But cash plumbing s already strained:
ATM cash-management costs are

projected to exceed Rs 20,000 crore
annually, and intended cash-loading
fell to 64 and 57 per cent of requirement
in March and April 2026.

An RBI study of UPI and cash
demand finds that greater adoption
isassociated with lower cash demand
nationally and across states, though
the relationship is non-linear. The
converse is a legitimate risk:if MDR
redirects payments to cash, households
and merchants may hold more
currency outside banks. Deposits
ance bank credit; currency outside

banks does not. Persistent migration
toward cash could weaken depoill
mobilisation at the margin, o

The tax question is sharper still.
UPI's digital trail has been central to
GST formalisation: cash is easier to
omit from invoices and returns. An
MDR nudging precisely the higher-ticket,
revenue-relevant transactions back
to cash would compound that risk,
unlike the innocuous tea-stall payment
officials cite. Consumption, too, may
sufter: by restoring the friction UPI
removed, the fee could lead to
discretionary high-ticket spending
being postponed.

Two design flaws deserve scrutiny.
First, structuring: splittinga Rs 10,000
hlllmtolmRs.’..OO()lrdnsler«d\'mds
thelevy whil thes

banks to raise deposit rates, compress
margins or reprice loans — making
credit marginally dearer, a risk
policymakers must address rather
than dismiss.

and fraud-monitoring load MDR is
meant to fund - self-defeating unless
anti-structuring rules follow. Second,
the P2P-P2M asymmetry: a Rs 1lakh
transfer to a friend stays free, while a

Rs 2,001 transfer to a sh is
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OCCASIONAL
NOTE

IT has been notified that the constituencies
of the Bengal Legislative Council must elect
their rcpreeenmuvex before November 30.

charged, even though P2P transfers
incur comparable infrastructure costs.
NPCI's implicit justification that
merchants monetise the relationship
elsewhere while individuals do not
is not entirely defensible.

The real test for this policy is not
the MDR revenue collected, but that
revenue net of the consumer-price
pass-through, the cost of cash displaced
onto a strained ATM network, and
any tax leakage from transactions
nudged back into currency. India built
UPI to retire cash, not subsidise its
comeback: financing the platform’s
second decade should not mean
pricing transactions back into the
shadow economy it was designed to
shrink.

The writer teaches Economics at 1M Ranchi. The

views are pen

Houthis’ power alters Re

PRABHU DAYAL

he Houthi movement,
officially known as Ansar
Allah (Supporters of God),
has evolved from a localized
Zaydi Shia revivalist group in northern
Yemen into a formidable regional
player capable of projecting power
far beyond its borders. Originating
eological

and anti-imperialist ideology,
encapsulated in their of I slogan:
"God is the greatest, Death to America,
Death to Israel, A Curse upon the
Jews, Victory to Islam." They dem:md
asasovereign and

vessels around the Cape of Good
Hope, adding thousands of miles to
journeys, delaying supply chains,
inflating insurance premiums, and
dn\ ingup global shipping costs.

regional power rather than a mere

rebel group or proxy

Integration into the Axis of Resistance’:

Over the past decade the Houthis
1t

inthe1990sasa
against Saudi-backed Wahhabi
influence and the perceived
marginalisation by Yemen's central
government, the Houthis have
leveraged years of civil war, strategic
alliances, and geopolitical shifts to
become adominant force in the Middle
East. Understanding the Houthis
requires an examination of their core
objectives and their significant potential
for global and regional disruption.

‘The Houthis' motivations operate
ondomestic, regional, and ideological
levels.

Consolidation of Domestic Rule:
Domestically, the Houthis seek
undisputed political and territorial
control over Yemen. Since seizing the
capital. Sana‘a, in 2014 and successfully
resisting a protracted military intervention
by a Saudi-led coalition, they have
positioned themselves as the de facto
government of northern Yemen. Their
internal goal is to formalise this
governarnce, extract economic rents
(such as port revenues and taxes),
and dismantle any remaining domestic
opposition.

Regional Recognition and Ideological
Legitimacy: The Houthis operate
underafierce anti-Western, anti-Zionist,

have dee, with
Iran and its ncmurk of non-state
allies, including Hezbollah in Lebanon
and various militias in Irag. While
they retain local autonomy and are
not ahso]ule puppets of Tehran, lhcv

g from a guerrilla force
mlo a Lethnolngually sophisticated
military power, the Houthis possess
long-range capabilities. They have
launched drones and ballistic missiles
targeting deep into Saudi Arabia
(including vital Aramco oil facilities
in the past), the United Arab Emirates,
and southern Isracl. The relatively
low cost of Houthi drones compared
(oll\c millions of dollars required for

share Iran’ ooal of

American and Israeliinfluencein the
By actively participating
in regional conflicts, they solidify
their status within this alliance.

“The Houthis possess a disproportionate:
capacity to cause disruption, stemming
primarily from Yemen's unique
geography and the group’s advanced
asymmetric military capabilities.
The most potent weapon in the
Houthi arsenal is their geographical
proximity to the Babal-Mandab Strait,
anarrow chokepoint connecting the
Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and the
Through this corridor

passes roughly 12 per cent of tol
glohallradu including vast quantities
of oil, liquefied natural gas, and
consumer goods.

By utilizing anti-ship cruise missiles,
ballistic missiles, and sea drones, the
Houthis have demonstrated that they
can effectively hijack or disrupt
commercial shipping. This forces
global maritime firms to reroute

1 air defence systems
(hke the US Patriot or Israel's Arrow
systems) creates a highly asymmetric
economic and military burden for
their adversaries.

Beyond shipping, the Houthis pose
a latent threat to critical subsea
infrastructure, The waters off the
coast of Yemen host critical international
submarine communication cables
that carry a vast portion of the digital
traffic between Asia, Europe, and the
Middle East. Any disruption or sabotage
directed at these cables carries the
potential to cause massive
telecommunications and financial
disruption globally.

The Houthis' disruptive potential
also manifests internally. Their
aggressive posture complicates
international diplomatic efforts to
secure a permanent peace legacy in
Yemen. The diversion of shipping
away from Houthi-controlled ports
worsens what is already one of the
world's most severe humanitarian

d Seadynamics

crises, restricting the inflow of food,
medicine, and international aid to
millions of impoverished Yemenis.

Ultimately, the Houthis have
transformed fromalocalized northern
Yemeni militia into a formidable
geopolitical force capable of projecting
power far beyond their borders. By
leveraging asymmetric warfare, strategic
regional alliances, and their geographic
command over the Bab al-Mandeb
strait, they have effectively established
a potent veto over global shipping
lanes and regional stability.

Their core objectives - consolidating
internal governance. asserting
zaydism-infused political dominzmc&

and positioning themselves as a
vanguard of anti-Western resistance
- are structurally reinforced by this
immense capacity for disruption. As
the international community grapples
with the fallout of clogged trade routes
and shifting alliances, it is clear that
the Houthis can no longer be viewed
through a purely domestic lens. Any
future framework for peace in the
Middle East must confront the reality
that their disruptive power has
permanently altered the geopolitics
of the Red Sea corridor.

The writer, a retired IFS offi s Todias

Ambassador to Kuwait and Morocco and as Consul-
General in New York.
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imply, wronaly, @7) Riding? work for something  principles: firm is in
Chariie s like a 17 Two points for (59) from the oven (6,3)  the red (actually,
legendary athlete partners at auction & Watchful old the opposite) (5)
) 43.) pown retainer escorting 22 Leader of
10 A feature of Saturn, 18 Raab’s department bishop (9) supporters
itemitsaflame (34)  beginning topester 1 WouldWoods’s 7 Awkward gaitwhen supporting
11 Pubinvested in ReesMogg, perhaps  woods be with going over American  supparters in part
satellite TV not 3) these? (5) forest (5) of orchestra (5)
doing enough food 19 Assistant Chief 2 Small tailless Aussie 8 lsn’t this Soviet spin 23 Run round second
©) Constable (Retired)  songbird starts to pervading? Tag it base (she- Il never
12 Poor Root, a saving € built up (8) gently hover properly (8) strike) (5)
prisoner of history, 21 Honour King owards sash 13 Avery English mass 24 Discover big game
stewing for hours working a role in windows song/prayer trip from a great
on 10 (3,5) AMND (6) 9 3.5) distance (4)
NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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Thesub: of nomination papers and
their scrutiny have been fixed for October
4 and 8 respectively, but no date has yet
been named for recording the votes. At this
time of the year the condition of Bengal
differs in many respects from the other
Indian provinces. The great Durga Pujah
and other festivals which follow it are
peculiar to Bengal. whose people put the
cares of ordinary life on one side at this
season. and spend their time on religious
celebrations or holiday-making. Normal
activities will not be resumed until the Kali
Pujah is over and the courts re-open after
the long vacation. There is reason therefore
inthesuggestion that the polling day should
be postponed until the re-opening of the
mofussil courts. An earlier date would make
it difficult or impossible for a large number
of voters to use their franchise. It may be
added that in many parts of Eastern Bengal
the polling stations will be approachable
by neither boat nor road before the middle
of November. In view of these circumstances
the third week of November seems to be
the most suitable time for the elections.
This would give the returning officers a
good three weeks before the Christmas
holidays to announce the results, and the
Council could then be summoned in January.

NewsItems

SIEMENS GROUP

TERMS OF U. S.
LOAN OF 24
MILLION DOLLARS

NEW YORK, SEPT.

Senator Dillon to-day read an announcement
regarding the completion of the 24 million
dollar loan to the Siemens group of Germany
of 6.5 percent, debenture bonds in the form
ol 50 per cent, paid allotment certificates.

A substantial portion will be offered in
Europe. A unique feature of the loan is to be
found in the form of warrants attached to
each bond, entitling the holder to receive
each year, including 1936, three dollars and
331/3 cents for each one per cent, by which
the average per cent, of the cash dividend
declared upon Siemens' stock in the preceding
year shall have exceeded the seven per cent,
dividends paid by Siemens in the ten years
upto1914, averaged over ten per cent. —Reuter,

ATTOCK AIR CRASH

MECHANIC
DROWNED IN
DIVE INTO RIVER

SIMLA,
(OTHER crashis reported by the Royal
Air Force near Attock, where a Bristol fighter
was forced to land.

The pilot, Flying Officer D. Robinson, was
s]whlh myured hullhe mechanic, P. Jones,
was drowned in the river. The machine was
also lost.

TRAIN’S DASH INTO
GANG OF MEN

FIVE KILLED IN

THICK FOG

LDNDU’\/SEI’I

y bridge painters were knocked
down and killed by a train in a thick fog at
Hucknall, Notts.

Two members of the gang were detailed
with whistles to give the alarm of any
approaching trains. All moved aside as they
heard the rumblings of a goods train, only
towalkin front of an express from Sheffield
to Nottingham.

The driver of the train knew nothing of
the accident until an hour later on arrival at
Nottingham, when he found blood in front
of the engine.

Another member of the gang was seriously
injured and taken to hospital. —Reuter.
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Guarding our shuls

wo Jewish communities, separated by thousands
of kilometers, were forced to think about their
safety as lhﬂ galhemd to observe Yom IGppur

In d the Reform ¢
Kol HaNeshama sometime overnight, after worshipers
left following Sunday evening's service and before they
returned for morning prayers, and they removed a Pride
flag from the sanctuary. In Belleville, Ontario, a man
armed with a shotgun opened fire on a police officer sta-
tioned outside the Sons of Jacob Synagogue while about
two dozen worshipers were inside.

These were fundamentally different events. The Jerusa-
lem break-in formed part of a series of incidents targeting
the ¢ In Canada, a il had not estab-
lished by press time whether the Jewish community
was the gunman’s target. Their connection begins and
ends with their timing and setting: Both disrupted Yom
Kippur. That narrow connection raises a basic question:
whether freedom of worship protects not only the right
to gather but also a congregation’s safety and its author-
ity to determine what happens inside its own sanctuary.

The holiday gives that setting particular meaning. Jew-
ish communities do something both local and collective:
Each congregation follows its own customs, but Jews
across denominations and time zones gather to account
for the same year that has passed.

That shared observance does not require Jews to agree
about how Judaism should be practiced. A Reform con-
gregation in Jerusalem and a Conservative congregation
in Ontario need not share the same liturgy, politics, or
understanding of Jewish life to be participating in the
same religious act. That plurality is precisely what free-
dom of worship protects.

The Pride flag hanging inside Kol HaNeshama's sanc-
tuary reflected the values the congregation had chosen
for its own community. Anyone is entitled to reject what
the flag represents or to disagree with Reform Judaism,
but that disagreement does not confer authority over
another congregation’s place of worship.

Byentering the synagogueand removing the flag, those
responsible turned disapproval into action. Through
trespass and intimidation, they sought to determine
which symbols the congregation would be permitted to
place in its own sanctuary.

The overnight break-in was nal an isolated mudenl
Vandals had previ hed a window, d
artwork, and removed Pride flags from the building.
During Rosh Hashanah, a group of youths threw eggs
at worshipers arriving for services. It has not been estab-
lished that the same people were responsible for each
episode, but the repeated targeting requires a response
proportionate to the pattern, rather than the treatment
of each incident as minor mischief.

Belleville presents a separate responsibility. Police said
the gunman fired at the officer securing the synagogue,
prompting him and a second officer to return fire. The
gunman and the officer were seriously wounded, while
none of the worshipers inside was physxmlh harmed.
Thec canceled its services.

The duty to protect Jewish worship does not end when
it takes place in a Jewish state. In Jerusalem, Jewish
authorities must protect a Jewish congregation whose
religious choices some other Jews reject.

The identities of those responsible for the Yom Kip-
pur break-in remain unk During Rosh |
however, the youths who threw eggs were described as
Jewish and wore kippot, and the pattern has centered on
a Reform synagogue, its worshipers, and its Pride flags.
Authorities must treat those incidents as repeated target-
ingand identify those responsible.

Belleville and Jerusalem require different investiga-
tions, but the public obligation is the same. Canadian
authorities must determine why the gunman opened fire
and ensure that the synagogue can reopen safely, while
Israeli authorities must prevent hostility within Jewish
society from restricting how another Jewish communi-
ty worships. In both countries, protection should not
depend on officials sharing the congregation’s beliefs.

Jewish sovereignty cannot mean protecting Jews only
from religious hostility outside of Israel - it must also
preserve disagreement within the Jewish community in
Israel and ensure that no group can enforce its definition
of legitimate Judaism through trespass or intimidation.
Yom Kippur does not make Jewish communities identi-
cal; rather, it shows why their different ways of praying
must all be protected.

Israel-Saudi security links revived

& » By NEVILLE TELLER

n August 7, Saudi Ara-
bia, Turkey, and Paki-
stan signed a joint

defense agreement, known as
the Mecca Pact. At its public
core is a political commitment
modeled in part on NATO's
Article S - namely, an armed
attack on one party is to be
regarded as an attack on all.

On September 8, the Houth-
is launched a major wave of
attacks against Saudi Arabia,
striking civilian and econom-
ic sites and energy infrastruc-
ture in several southern cities.
Subsequently, the country has
been attacked time and again
by the Houthis. Civilian and
economic facilities have been
struck; King Khalid Air Base
and Aramco facilities have
been targeted.

Why have Turkey and Paki-
stan not rushed to Riyadh’s
defense?

Rather like the small print on
insurance policies, the Mecca
Pact seems to exclude as much
asitoffers. The publicly released
description of the agreement,
while making much of the
NATO-like commitment, does
not specify an automatic mil-
itary response should one of
the parties be attacked. Nor
does it publicly stipulate the
circumstances in which troops
must be deployed. In fact, the
full text of the agreement has
not been released, so import-
ant questions about its scope
and implementation remain
obscure.

Rather late in the day, on
Saturday, Lt-Gen. Ahmed
Sharif Chaudhry, chief spokes-
man for Pakistan’s military, is
reported as saying, “Pakistan
fully stands with the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, both diplomat-
ically and physically... We will
gotoany extent.”

But the

Sometime during the week of
September 7, at a secluded ski
resort in Germany (rumored
to be Garmisch-Partenkirch-
en), CENTCOM’s commander,
Admiral Brad Cooper, hosted
a conference of senior military
leaders from eight countries.

It is extraordinary, but the
fact that sitting round the same
table were IDF Chief of Staff Lt.-
Gen. Eyal Zamir and military
chiefs from Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Jordan,
and Egypt. CENTCOM, func-
tioning as an intermediary, had
succeeded in connecting Isra-
el with Arab militaries that do
not have diplomatic relations
with it - in particular, Saudi
Arabia and Qatar.

According to a report by
Axios, the respected digital
news outlet, the central pur-
pose of the conference was to
discuss the continuing US-Is-
raeli war with Iran, and the
broader regional-security situ-
ation.

Cooper reportedly assured
those present that, despite Ira-
nian attacks on US bases, the
US would retain forces in the
Middle East. He also primed
the group on plans to expand
maritime traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz.

Zamir is said to have briefed
the participants on IDF opera-
tions on several fronts.

Axios further reports, citing
“a source with of

A LARGE plume of black smoke rises from the fuel storage area at King Khalid International
Airport, in Riyadh last week. (stringer/Reuters)

diplomatic sources had told
the paper that the Saudi side
was seeking intelligence that
could help build a picture of

the matter,” that Israel and
Saudi Arabia, with CENTCOM
assistance, began discussing
how Israel could assist Saudi
military operations against the
Houthis. The possible support
mentioned is ISR (intelligence,
surveillance and reconnai
sance), on the lines of the assi
tance that Israel has reportedly
provided to the UAE.

it meant, was too late, Given
the ambiguities inherent in the
Mecca Pact, and the obvious
reluctance of either Pakistan or
Turkey to become involved in
a military operation in Yemen,
it is not surprising that Saudi
Arabia turned to Washington
for support that subsequently
connected it to Israel.

CENTCOM is the US military
command responsible for the
Middle East and parts of Cen-
tral and South Asia. It directs
US military operations and
security partnerships in that
area.

On September 14, Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman met Cooper in Jeddah,
amid the rapidly worsening
Houthi offensive. The next day
Reuters reported that Washing-
ton, while declining to con-
duct direct US strikes against
the Houthis, had agreed to pro-
vide Saudi Arabia with targeted
assistance.

That same day, September
15, The Jerusalem Post report-
ed that Israel and Saudi Arabia
had held CENTCOM-mediated
discussions about Israeli intel-
ligence assistance to Riyadh
against the Houthis. Regional

Houthi deploy ,and thus
anticipate future operations.

A similar report emanated
from the Institute for the Study
of War in a document pub-
lished jointly with the Critical
Threats Project at the American
Enterprise Institute. It com-
mented that this prospective
arrangement would: “...resem-
ble Israel’s current intelligence
support relationship with the
United Arab Emirates.”

THERE IS no doubt that the
Iran war is creating an unusual-
ly powerful common-security
denominator. The countries
represented in CENTCOM's
conference ha\'e very different

and its regional partners. Saudi
Arabia’s cities and energy infra-
structure have been struck
repeatedly by Houthi missiles
and drones. CENTCOM pos-
sesses the command-and-con-
trol machinery that can con-
nect Israel and Saudi Arabia.
Although Saudi Arabia still
has no formal diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel, the emerging
arrangement potentially con-
stitutes a major step in Saudi-Is-

nothing new. There is a 60-year
history of covert strategic coop-
eration. But the Saudi-Israel
connection remains as delicate
as it has ever been. It is not any
form of military alliance, nor
has there been any change in
Saudi policy on formal normal-
ization. In fact, reports emanat-
ing from Saudi sources suggest
that Riyadh, even while seek-
ing Israel’s help against Houthi
attacks, is still remlln;, move-

raeli military ization
Israeli intelligence is being used
to help defend Saudi Arabia
against the Houthis, even with-
out diplomatic normalization.

“This arrangement gives Saudi
Arabia considerable political
cover. Publicly, its relationship
with Israel can remain high-
ly constrained; operational-
ly, cooperation can become

political with
Israel, but they share an imme-
diate security problem: Iran.
Iranian-aligned armed groups
have acted against some of
them and are capable of threat-
ening

Israel possesses

increasingly sophisticated.

So the present position,
according to media reports,
is that Saudi Arabia is being
offered direct targeted support
by the US, while CENTCOM is
mediating Saudi-Israeli discus-
sions on e assistance

intelligence and surveillance
capabilities concerning Iran

against the Houthis.
Saudi-Israeli collaboration is

ment on

Meanwhile, the law of unin-
tended consequences is in full
play. While the Houthis con-
tinue their strikes on Saudi Ara-
bia and make territorial gains
in areas surrounding one of the
world’s critical maritime choke
points, the Bab el-Mandeb,
they are inadvertently foster-
ing greater military coopera-
tion than ever before between
Israel and Arab states, and both
reviving and strengthening
Israel’s covert security links
with Saudi Arabia.

The writer, a former senior civil
servant, is the Middle East cor-
respondent for Eurasia Review.
Follow him at: www.a-mid-cast-
Jjournal blogspat.com
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* By ANGELA GODFREY-GOLDSTEIN

W alking through Jerusalem’s busy Mahaneh
Yehuda market on the eve of Yom Kippur,
the thought struck me that probably no
one in Israel would think of apologizing in prayer
to east Jerusalemite Palestinians for what Israel has
imposed on them since 1967. Nor, indeed, would most
Israelis even be aware of the war crimes, or crimes
against humanity, which its ethnic cleansing policies
have been incurring since that time of conquest and
annexation.

To understand Israeli policies of forcible displace-
ment, one must return to those blindly euphoric days

Israeli peace NGO Ir Amim's report “Planned Neg-
ligence” reveals that one-third of east Jerusalemites
have been forced there, while Israel’'s 2040 Strate-
gic Plan has almost no plans for Palestinian neigh-
borhoods. It *has exsenuall\ sentenced hundreds of
t d of I ents of to the

chokehold.” This “will dras-
tically exacerbate the crisis beyond the already-astro-
nomical cost that planning discrimination currently
exacts from east Jerusalem’s residents.”

Arieh King recently told Sky TV that he wants to

emolish all “illegal” buildings in east ~the
number estimated at 20,000. His vision for Jerusalem,

to BBC Pa a in A Walk in the Park, is a

of Israel’s 1967 victory. Set out in Chapter 3 of Separate
and Unequal, Amir Cheshin, mayor Teddy Kollek's
adviser on Arab affairs, together with Bill Hutman and
Avi Melamed, describe in detail the principle behind
the zoning and planning of newly conquered east
Jerusalem.

The concept was “maximum land, minimum pop-
ulation,” denying the false public statements of unity,
while sowing the dragons’ teeth today being har-
vested - especially by those Palestinians who have
been “minimized.” So only 13% was zoned, of the
70 sq.km. newly configured as east Jerusalem, for
Palestinian residential purposes: land already almost
totally built up.

Meaning that nearly all Palestinians in east Jeru-
salem live in “illegal” buildings, without building
permits, on land they own and for which they pay
arnona (city taxes), but which is zoned as a green area,
or for Israeli settlements or frozen land reserves.

This explains why there is a dire lack of affordable
housing for Palestinians in their city, unless they move
to the northern side of the wall (separation barrier to
some, apartheid wall to others) where the high-rise
slums of Kafr Akab or Shuafat Refugee Camp, hous-
ing some 150,000 people, threaten to come crashing
down in the next major earthquake.

“Jl;daized" city, with “Jews all over! All over!”

A settler, leading east Jerusalem’s Ma'aleh Hazeitim
settlement on the Mount of Olives, he overlooks
Silwan’s Al-Bustan neighborhood. During his recent
term as deputy mayor, demolitions in Al-Bustan sped
up, so that half the neighborhood - over 60 homes

- is now a ghostly reminder of Gaza, mlerred to by
10 UN Special as “de-F of
Jerusalem.”

This issue of " or “de-P
of Jerusalem (i.e., ethnic deansmg) is not addressed
by the international community’s belated attempt to
ensure the viability of a two-state solution nor referred
to in the furor over E1 development.

The core issue of ethnically displaced Jerusalemites,
impacting a future, viable Palestinian state, is totally
overlooked. Even if the construction of settler homes,
hotels, and an industrial zone in the E1 area is by some
miracle reversed, the two-state solution could not sur-
vive if Palestinians are removed from Jerusalem. The
two issues are inseparable.

El development is geared to prevent access from the
West Bank into the city (north and south access are
already efficiently blocked), with that eastern corridor
estimated to be a lifeline valued at 35% of a future Pal-
estinian economy due to tourism revenues.

Massive E1 building would also facilitate an Israe-
li-only wedge fmm Tel Aviv to Jordan - hence Prime

Minister B 's knee-jerk resp in
2012 to Palestine’s UN observer state status: “We will
develop E1!"

But where is international outcry calling out Cater-
pillar or JCB bulldozers for their role in displacing Pal-
estinian landowners? Why is international objection
only focused on Gaza and the West Bank?

And, despite welcome new moves from words to
action by the UK and ulhers, Palestine is still burning,
homes in Al-Bustan are disap ing, state-
settler terrorists roam vxcmu\lv free, while “the two-
state solution is becoming a historical concept whose
demise they enable.

The UK and other countries must be guided by the
mineshaft’s canaries - the humanitarian community,
Israeli, Palestinian, and international human rights
actors, and the world’s highest court in The Hague
- pressing their third state responsibility to uphold
international law and end the Israeli occupation and
its racist control mechanisms. This must be done
to safeguard Jerusalem, jewel in the crown of both
nations, and save our options for peace.

Those 10 UN Special Rapporteurs warn about the
de-Palestinization of Jerusalem: “These acts must be
understood in their totality: the ethnic cleansing of
Palestine, by whatever means, whatever the cost, and
whatever crimes it takes. This environment is coerc-
ing Palestinians to leave their homes and life in a city
where their roots run deep.”

The experts urge immediate international action,
warning: “What is erased now - the richness of Jeru-
salem’s communities, heritage, and r' ghts - will not
be restored. Inaction is not neutral complicity.”

The writer is an Anglo-Istaeli peace activist; previously a
radio interviewer for BBC arts “Meridian” and a West End
actor, she immigrated in 1981 from Johannesburg where,
as an anti-apartheid activist, she acted in Neighbours in
Soweto,
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‘Collateral damage’ in true p

THINK ABOUT IT
* By SUSAN HATTIS ROLEF

he totally disproportionate reaction
in Israel to the documentary film

by two Israeli filmmakers in their early 30s,
Yuval Abraham and Rachel Szor, calls for
comment.

The film won the special Jury Prize at
the 83rd Venice International Film Fes-
tival on Saturday, a week and a hdll ago,
and received an unprecedented min-
ute ovation. In Israel, it was perceived as
a catastrophe for Israeli hasbara (public
diplomacy).

The film is based on the recorded evi-
dence given by 24 anonymous former
Israeli soldiers, officers, and intelligence
personnel. This evidence deals with what
is known in military lingo as “collateral
damage,” or in Hebrew nezek .mm the
Hebrew acronym reads in English as NAZA

Collateral nage refers to what are
considered “acceptable” civilian casualties
when military targets are being targeted
from the air, and how such decisions are
taken - whether by human beings, auto-
matic surveillance, or Al-operated systems.

The reason this issue has received so
much international attention and domes-
tic interest within certain circles in Israel
is that the number of Palestinians killed
in the Gaza Strip following the Hamas-led
massacre and abduction of Israelis from
the Gaza border communities on October
7, 2023, and the subsequent war since, has
reached over 70,000 persons.

The problem is that at least two-thirds
of these 70,000+ fatalities are believed
to be “non-involved” civilians, who may
be considered to be “approved” collateral
damage victims.

I say non-involved in quotation marks,
because there are large sections of Israeli
society that do not believe there is such a
thing as Palestinians in the Gaza Strip who
are not involved, one way or another, with
Hamas and its activities.

1 happen to believe that just as not all
Israelis can be held responsible for acts
of wrongdoing associated with what our
government does, or held responsible fora
genocide against the Palestinians that was
not and is not being planned or commit-
ted by Israel, the Palestinians are not all
responsible for the crimes of Hamas.

So even though there are no lovers of
Zion among the Palestinian inhabitants
of the Gaza Strip, the Palestinians as a

whole are not responsible for the crimes
of Hamas.

Like most other people, journalists and
non-journalists who have commented on
NAZA and reacted to it, | have not actually
seen the film, and my information comes
from sources | consider reliable.
the same time, I believe that even
without having seen the film, we can
assume, based on its subject matter and
what Abraham and Szor have said about
the film, that they are disturbed by the
excessive number of Gazan civilians killed
in Gaza since October 2023, and the way
“collateral damage” is defined by the IDF
for military purposes in the Gaza Strip.

We can also assume that, since both
Abraham and Szor were among the four
winners (including two Palestinians) of the
Oscar Award for Best Documentary Film in
February 2025 for No Other Land, they are
among the Israelis who are perturbed by
Israel’s apparent (though undeclared and
not admitted) policy of changing the sta-
tus of large sections of Judea and Samaria
to the detriment of the Palestinians.

The film records the events that led to
the gradual destruction by the IDF of a
location called Masafer Yatta in the south-
ern Hebron hills, and the de facto expul-
sion of most of its Palestinian population.

HOLDING THE critical positions about
the Israeli government and the IDF that
the two filmmakers hold is not in itself a
crime. It certainly does not cail for severe
punishment. [ believe it is evidence of the
existence of free speech in a democrac

Nevertheless, Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu was quick to propose a
bill to implement citizenship revocation
for defaming IDF personnel, along with
another bill that would increase the fines
on defamation charges 20-fold.

Netanyahu also criticized the opposition
parties (especially the Democrats) for fail-
ing to condemn the film and its makers,
even though neither he nor they had yet
seen the film.

Culture and Sports Minister Miki Zohar
was also quick to demand citizenship revo-
cation from the Interior Ministry (since
there has been no serving interior minister
in Israel for over a year, the demand was
referred to Netanyahu).

He approached Shin Bet (Israel Secu-
rity Agency) head David Zini to open
an urgent investigation conceming the
source of the information and materials
used in the film - i.e., the 24 persons who
were anonymously interviewed.

This, of course, makes some sense, given
that the 24 allegedly disclosed secret

roportion

DIRECTORS YUVAL ABRAHAM and Rachel Szor pose with the Special Jury Award during the closing ceremony of the 83rd Venice
International Film Festival, earlier this month. (Yves Herman/Reuters)

security information and that some of it
was false, as some military sources have
claimed, based on reports by those who
actually saw the film.

There is no doubt that the current
onslaught on Abraham and Szor deserves
to be described by the Hebrew term alei-
hum, which means frequently unjustified,
harsh criticism, and slander.

Nevertheless, even though 1 sympa-
thize with the basic motivation of the
two, based on past personal experience
from activities I participated in over issues
concerning Arab-Israeli, Palestinian-Is-
raeli relations and peace-making efforts,
I believe that unless you are complete-
ly reckless and irresponsible, you must
take into consideration the possible legal
implications of your actions - for yourself
and for others.

In the current case, the 24 interviewees
(should their identities be uncovered) are
the most likely to suffer the most serious

consequences, as they divulged informa-
tion obtained while serving in the relevant
military and intelligence units, and they
could even be found to have committed
treason.

Furthermore, though the alleged moti-
vation for divulging such information is,
under the circumstances, to stop what one
believes to be a serious breach of interna-
tional law - whether advertently or inad-
vertently - by one’s state, in fact, serious,
irreversible damage might be done to the
state, given that those viewing the film
are not necessarily neutral bystanders who
merely seek justice.

Incidentally, one argument Abraham
made in an interview with Raviv Drucker
from Channel 13, after the latter watched
the film and expressed some reservations
about it, is worth mentioning.

Abraham argued that NAZA might have
been superfluous had the free media in
Israel opened the issue of collateral dam-

age in the early stages of the Israel-Hamas
war. Drucker, well known for his serious
investigative reporting, admitted that
Abraham was right, and that not enough
had been done.

Nevertheless, the question remains
whether deeper delving into the issue by
the media would have helped.

So far, the media delving into the issue
of Jewish violence against Palestinians in
Judea and Samaria, and the failure of the
authorities to react effectively, has not
stopped the violence, even though it has
been accompanied by condemnations by
both Netanyahu and Chief of Staff Eyal
Zamir.

The writer has written journalistic and
academic articles, as well as several books,
on international relations, Zionism, Israeli
politics, and parliamentarism. From 1994
to 2010, she worked at the Knesset Library
and the Knesset Research and Information
Center.

‘Hasbara’ is no magic cure

« By TOVA HERZL

henever an image cri-

sis involving Israel

erupts, like after the
film NAZA won a major prize at
the Venice Film Festival, there are
often cries of “Where is the has-
bara?" 1t is as if hasbara were a
miracle cure: take two pills in the
morning, and everything will be
fine.

It doesn't work that way, and let
me start with the word itself.

I have not found another
country that uses a term exactly
equivalent to the Israeli concept
of hasbara, which literally means
“explanation.” Rather, formula-
tions such as “public diplomacy”
and “strategic communications”
are used to describe efforts that are
aimed not only at governments
but also at foreign publics.

The word hasbara suggests that
if only we explain things proper-
ly, the problems will disappear.
But persuasion requires some-
thing more: a policy that can be
explained and defended.

Consider a few questions, in

rect, but it is unlikely to persuade
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prime minister, and many oth-

PEOPLE PASS by a graffiti depicting Yuval Abraham and Rachel Szor, the directors of the documentary film
‘NAZA,’ and the word ‘traitors’ in Hebrew, on a wall in Ashdod, earlier this month. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)

and coordination, which ar

e sadly
ians

* By AYA SHECHTER

n September 4, Macklemore

opened for Ed Sheeran at

MetLife Stadium in New Jersey,
telling the crowd he had joined the tour
to stand in stadiums like that one and
say two words: “Free Palestine.”

He then performed “Hind’s Hall” with
footage from Gaza on the screens, and
the next night, he did it again.

That weekend, IAC launched a petition
asking Sheeran, his promoter, and the
venues to remove him from the remain-
ing dates, and more than 18,000 people
signed while more than 11,000 clicked
through to write to MetLife Stadium.

On September 14, Macklemore
announced he was off the tour after a
phone call from Robert Kraft.

Since then, some community mem-
bers have asked me a version of the same
question: if one phone call from Kraft
settled it, did the petition matter at all?

I understand the instinct, but it mea-
sures a signature by one standard only -
did it decide the outcome? - and by that
standard, almost nothing an ordinar
citizen does matters, since one vote rare-

and yet no one

both domestic and foreign affairs,
that even the most talented
spokesperson would find difficult
to answer.

Interlocutors might ask: If the
government opposes violence by
Israelis in the West Bank, violence
that even US Ambassador Mike
Huckabee, a strong supporter of
Israel, has described as involving
“Israeli terrorists,” why does it
continue?

Or: If Israel continues its de facto
annexation of the West Bank,
how does it envisage the future of
the millions of Palestinians living
under its control? Does it intend
to grant them equal rights, there-
by changing the country’s Jewish
character? If not, what will their
status be?

While “but they..." may some-
times be true, it does not answer
the questions.

A donor who contributes to
Israeli social causes may ask about
the future of the economy, given
the growth of the ultra-Orthodox
sector and the benefits it receives,
despite its limited participation
in the workforce. Saying: “That's
democracy” may be legally cor-

that donor to continue investing.

In addition to explicable pol-
icies, there must be those who
do the explaining. After years in
which the Foreign Ministry has
suffered budget cuts, Israel’s dip-
lomatic network shrank, and
the ministry and plum positions
abroad are treated as a political
prize, who is supposed to do the
explaining?

THERE IS another question: What,
and whom, should Israel respond
to, and how?

Anyone who has represent-
ed Israel abroad knows that it is
simply impossible to respond to
everything, Every reaction has to
inst its potential
benefit and damage. Responding
can keep an issue on the agenda;
ignoring it can suggest unwilling-
ness to confront criticism. How
does one decide? Carefully.

Like the many senior Israeli offi-
cials who rushed to respond to
NAZA, 1 have not seen the film.
But understand that it raises seri-
ous allegations, while also being
subject to professional criticism.

So, imagine that, instead of the

ers, responding as they did - from
designating the filmmakers “trai-
tors” to demanding that their cit-
izenship be revoked - only one or
two official bodies, perhaps the
IDF Spokesman’s unit and/or the
Foreign Ministry, had responded,
with everyone else referring ques-
tions to them.

Imagine also that the designat-
ed responders had said that con-
clusions cannot be drawn from
anonymous testimony, but that
Israel would, of course, thorough-
ly investigate any information
concerning potentially unlawful
conduct, and hold those responsi-
ble accountable.

And then imagine that Israel
had actually conducted such a
thorough investigation and taken
action against anyone found to
have committed wrongdoing.

In such a scenario, two groups
would have been deprived of
headlines: the politicians who
rushed to speak out, and the film-
makers, who received publicity
they could only have dreamed of.
Israel, meanwhile, would have
gained.

But that requires management

lacking, and, above all, poli
who look beyond their political
base and instead consider the
public interest.

There is no question that Isra-
el faces ongoing challenges that
have nothing to do with its own
policies or conduct, including the
actions of antisemites and others
who seek to undermine it. But
that does not erase the problems
created by Israel’s own actions.

At the start of a new year, one
can hope that Israel’s leaders will
put the country’s interests first,
and that they will act wisely and
effectively to pursue consistent,
coherent, and defensible policies.

Otherwise, hasbara is little more
than propaganda: a futile attempt
to fill a vacuum created by the
absence of policies that can be
convincingly explained and
defended.

The writer was Israel’s first ambas-
sador to the Baltic states after the
disintegration of the Soviet Union,
ambassador to South Africa, and
the congressional liaison officer at
the Israeli embassy in Washington.
She is a graduate of Israel’s National
Defense College.

ly decides an election,
concludes that we should stop voting,.

We vote, write, sign, and show up not
because any single act settles the ques-
tion, but because a public that acts is
a public decision-makers must account
for, while a public that doesn't can be
ignored.

That is the lesson I want our communi-
ty to take from this month, and it is the
opposite of the one some are drawing.

Most of us don’t own a stadium, and
most of us will never make a phone call
that changes a tour, so if the takeaway
is to wait for someone with that kind
of power, we have taught thousands of
people that their job is to watch.

What most people do have is a name,
a phone, an inbox, and a vote: they can
sign, they can write to a venue, a spon-
sor, a school board, a member of Con-
gress, and they can show up to a meeting
and speak for two minutes.

Those are the tools of citizenship, and
too many people don’t know they have
them, or don’t believe they count.

That is why creating a petition mat-
ters, not only signing one, since it is a
door that shows someone who has never
acted what acting looks like.

I believe that if 100,000 people had
signed, the tour would have felt it, with

Most don’t own stadiums

‘Collateral damage’ in true proportion

or without Kraft, because venues, pro-
moters, and sponsors answer to audi-
ences, and even a call like Kraft's car-
ries weight only because a community
stands behind it.

Look at who never asks whether speak-
ing up is worth it: Macklemore doesn’t
own a stadium either, yet he treated a
stage as a tool and said so.

He didn’t need 10 shows; he needed
two - and when he was dropped, Fin-
neas, Lukas Graham, and other support-
ing acts withdrew in protest, with no
one on that side debating whether their
statements “mattered.”

They act first, and they don't wait to be
sure it will work.

I CAME TO N York 17 years ago, at
27, as a lawyer, knowing almost nothing
about Jewish life outside Israel, and what
struck me was how much this commu-
nity did for Israel, and how much of it
rested on ordinary people.

Yes, some donors gave $18 million, but
there were also thousands who gave $18,
and no serious fundraiser has ever con-
cluded that the $18 gifts don’t matter
because the $18 million gift closed the
campaign.

Some $18 donors will always stay $18
donors because that is what they can
afford or the level of their interest, while
some will grow into major donors. And
either way, the community needs them,
and it needs the first gift that brought
them in.

A public voice works the same way:
some signers will always be the person
who does the 30-second thing because
that is the time they have, while some
will grow into leaders because someone
handed them an easy first step.

Both count, and neither happens if no
one asks.

So ask yourself: When the next fight
comes (and it will), who will already
know how to write the letter, who will
know where the meeting is, and who
will believe their name counts?

Sign. Write. Show up. Not because
your voice alone decides the outcome,
but because a community that waits for
someone else to do the work has already
decided it

The writer is the chief operating officer of
the Israeli-American Council (IAC), which
launched the petition cailing for Mackle-
more's removal from Ed Sheeran’s tour and
represents more than 150,000 Israeli-Amer-
icans nationwide.
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Trump, stand with Palestinian democracy

* By SAMER SINIJLAWI

’l N\ he United States has
the sovereign right to
deny entry to particu-

lar individuals on legitimate

security or legal grounds,
whether they are Palestinian,

Israeli, or of any other nation-

ality. Yet a broad restriction

directed at an entire people
would be neither wise nor
constructive.

Such a policy would silence
precisely the Palestinian
voices America should want
to hear: those who reject
violence, seek peaceful
engagement, support politi-
cal reform, and believe that
ballots - not bullets - must
determine the future of the
Palestinian people.

Regarding Palestinian
Authority President Mah-
moud Abbas specifically, |
understand that denying him
a visa to enter the US may
be intended to exert pressure
on the Palestinian leadership
to undertake long-overdue
reforms. Yet pressure is effec-
tive only when it is paired
with a clear, constructive pol-
icy that supports democratic
change.

Today, the most meaningful
opportunity for Palestinian
reform is already before us.

Abbas has called legislative
elections for November 28
- the first such elections in
two decades. Several powerful
figures within the Palestinian

PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY President Mahmoud Abbas
arrives at the San Damaso courtyard to meet
with Pope Leo XIV at the Vatican, last year.

(Gugtielmo Mangiapane/Reuters)

an investment in a new Pal-
estinian leadership capable of
becoming a credible partner
for peace.

Trump should therefore
state clearly that the US sup-
ports holding the November
28 elections on time; that it
expects all Palestinian insti-
tutions and regional partners
to facilitate them; that Jeru-
salemites and Gazans must be
included; and that Washing-
ton will judge emerging Pales-
tinian forces by their commit-
ment to democracy, nonvio-
lence, reform, and peace.

Such a declaration could
save the election. It could also
save lives.

THE UPCOMING Palestinian
elections must not be can-
celed; doing so would tell
another generation of Pales-
tinians that peaceful political
change is impossible. That
message would open the gates
of despair and accelerate the
next regional earthquake.

Supporting elections would
send the opposite message:
that moderation has allies,
peaceful change is possible,
and Palestinian society will
not remain permanently
trapped between authoritar-
ian stagnation and armed
extremism.

I continue to believe that
Trump can achieve a historic
peace in the Middle East -and
that the world may one day
remember him for doing so.

political establishment are
now seeking to postpone or
cancel them. Some are report-
edly attempting to enlist the
US or influential regional
countries, including Saudi
Arabia, as ones asking to close
the democratic door once
again.

‘Washington should not
allow its name to be used for
this purpose.

Abbas currently stands
almost alone among senior
Palestinian leaders in keep-
ing the election date. On this
issue, he deserves interna-
tional support. A clear public
statement from US President
Donald Trump endorsing
free, inclusive, and credible
Palestinian elections on its
determined date, Novem-
ber 28, could be decisive. It

could prevent those who fear
change from claiming that
America demands cancella-
tion or that regional circum-
stances require it.

If Washington genuinely
wants Palestinian reform, it
must do more than punish
the failures of the existing
leadership. It should empow-
er the Palestinian people to
choose a new one.

We have already seen the
consequences of closing this
door.

Palestinian elections sched-
uled for 2021 were post-
poned indefinitely. Their
cancellation did not create
the catastrophe of October 7,
2023, and itwouldbeirrespon-
sible to draw such a simple
line of causation. But it deep-
ened the political vacuum,

weakened moderate voices,
destroyed public confidence,
and reinforced Hamas’s argu-
ment that change could never
be achieved through demo-
cratic or peaceful means.

When ballot boxes are
closed, extremists offer other
boxes - filled with weapons,
funerals, and false promises.

We must not repeat that
mistake.

A NEW PALESTINIAN gen-
eration is now searching for
a different path. Our politi-
cal movement, Masar Jadid
- New Path - was created
to answer that demand. In
approximately one month,
more than 1,200 Palestinians
from Jerusalem, Gaza, the
West Bank, and the diaspora
joined our movement. Most

are young. Many are women,
students, professionals, aca-
demics, entrepreneurs, and
people entering political life
for the first time.

They are joining because
New Path offers ideas rare-
ly stated so clearly in Pales-
tinian politics: democracy,
transparency, peaceful trans-
fer of power, an independent
judiciary, and one legitimate
authority governed by one
law and possessing one weap-
on.

We reject both corruption
and extremism. We believe
Palestinian interests are better
served by dialogue and per-
suasion than by violence. We
support a demilitarized Pales-
tinian state, regional econom-
ic integration, and a negoti-
ated two-state solution that

provides Palestinians with
freedom and dignity while
ensuring security for Israelis.

These ideas are attracting
support because hundreds
of thousands of Palestinians
have lost confidence in every-
thing around them but have
not yet lost their desire for a
better future. They no longer
trust the traditional factions.

They are tired of being asked
to choose between failed gov-
ernment and endless resis-
tance, between stagnation
and destruction. They want
a third choice: democratic
change.

Trump's recently
announced peace initiative
has awakened genuine hope
that the region may finally
move from managing conflict
to building a new future. Yet

no regional peace architec-
ture can endure if Palestinians
remain politically excluded
and denied the right to renew
their own leadership.

Reconstruction, investment,
demilitarization, and regional
cooperation all require legiti-
mate Palestinian institutions.
Foreign governments cannot
impose legitimacy, and aging
political elites cannot inherit
it indefinitely. It must come
from the people.

Trump understands the
political power of a man-
date from the voters. He
also understands that peace
requires breaking with failed
formulas and confronting
entrenched interests.

Supporting Palestinian elec-
tions would not be a conces-
sion to the PA. It would be

Perhaps such an achievement
would even earn the recogni-
tion of the Nobel Peace Prize.

But the most meaningful
prize would be a generation
of Palestinian and Israeli chil-
dren who grow up knowing
politics instead of war, ballots
instead of bullets, and hope
instead of fear.

Mr. President, do not
allow the door to Palestinian
democracy to be closed again.
Your public support can keep
it open - and help change the
future of the Middle East.

The writer is a Palestinian
political figure from Jerusalem
and the founder and president
of Masar Jadid (New Path), a
Palestinian political movement
advocating democracy, non-
violence, reform, and regional
peace.

Resolution 2758 beyond challenge

* By XIAO JUNZHENG

T he recent statements by the
head of the Taiwan region’s
foreign affairs department
in the Israeli media distort UNGA
Resolution 2758, challenge the
international consensus on the
one-China principle, smear the
Chinese mainland, and white-
wash the “Taiwan independence”
narrative.

Such statements are lies and
fallacies. As the Chinese ambas-
sador to Israel, I'd like to set the
record straight.

The one-China principle is the
premise and foundation of UNGA
Resolution 2758, which solemn-
ly confirms and embodies the
one-China principle. In 1945,
following the victory of the Chi-
nese People’s War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression, Tai-
wan was restored to China. Since
then, Taiwan’s status has been
fully settled.

Before the opening of the 26th
session of the United Nations
General Assembly in 1971, it had
already become clear that the
international community sup-
ported the restoration of the law-
ful seat of the People’s Republic
of China in the United Nations.
Whether or not Resolution 2758
was adopted could not have
altered the fact that there is but
one China in the world.

Some countries attempted to
obstruct the process through the
so-called “Important Question™
draft resolution and the “Dual
Representation” draft resolution.
However, the former one was
rejected by vote, and the latter
became void upon the adoption
of Resolution 2758.

Resolution 2758 was ultimate-
ly adopted by an overwhelming
majority, with Israel voting in
favor as well. It decided to restore
the lawful seat of the People’s
Republic of China at the United
Nations, and expel forthwith the
representatives of Chiang Kai-

DPP hypocrisy laid bare

shek. The adoption of the res-
olution marked the recognition
of the one-China principle by
the majority of countries and its
full reflection within the United
Nations.

The resolution contains no
reference to Taiwan because Tai-
wan is part of China and is not a
sovereign state. By not explicitly
mentioning Taiwan while fully
reflecting Taiwan's belonging to
China, the resolution avoided
falling into the traps of “two Chi-
nas” or “one China, one Taiwan”
set by certain countries at the
time.

It stands as an example of the
United Nations reaching a rea-
sonable solution after taking into
consideration factors including
facts, law, procedure, and poli-
tics.

Taiwan, as a province of China,
has no reason to join the Unit-
ed Nations or other international
organizations. Resolution 2758
carries broad and authoritative
legal force and provides the basis
for the UN system and its special-
ized agencies in properly han-
dling Taiwan-related matters.

Following the resolution’sadop-
tion, official UN documents have
consistently referred to Taiwan as
“Taiwan, Province of China.”

Legal opinions issued by the
UN Office of Legal Affairs have
also emphasized that “the Unit-
ed Nations considers Taiwan as a
province of China with no sepa-
rate status” and that “the author-
ities in Taiwan do not enjoy any
form of governmental status.”

SINCE THE adoption of Resolu-
tion 2758, 183 countries, includ-
ing Israel, have established and
developed diplomatic relations
with China on the basis of the
one-China principle. It demon-
strates that adherence to the
one-China principle reflects the
prevailing international consen-
sus and the broader trend of his-
tory.

As a province of China, Taiwan
has no basis to participate in the
United Nations or other interna-
tional organizations whose mem-
bership is limited to sovereign
states.

The attempt by the DPP author-
ities in Taiwan to seek “Taiwan
independence” by relying on
external forces is a source of
disruption to peace and stabili-
ty across the Taiwan Strait. The
DPP portrays itself as a “force
for good” but has intensified its
efforts to seek “Taiwan indepen-
dence” by relying on external
forces and pursuing “indepen-
dence through force.”

They have played up the
so-called “mainland threat” and
used it as a pretext to squand

Help us help you

* By BOBBY RECHNITZ

s a proud and active Ameri-
A can Zionist Jew who spends
a great deal of time in Wash-
ington, and particularly on Capitol
Hill, I have learned that words spo-
ken in Israel do not remain in Israel.

They travel instantly across the
Atlantic, stripped of their context,
translated into headlines and placed
before members of Congress who are
already under growing pressure to
distance themselves from the Jewish
state.

Israel’s political culture has always
been robust, direct, and intense-
ly democratic. Its representative
democracy remains an extraordi-
nary example - not only in the Mid-
dle East but far beyond it.

Israelis argue loudly because the

c

the hard-earned money of the
people in Taiwan and curry favor
with and submit to external forc-
es, forcibly dragging the people in
Taiwan onto the chariot of “Tai-
wan independence” and pushing
Taiwan step by step toward the
danger of military conflict and
war. An increasing number of
people in Taiwan strongly oppose
such moves.

China’s territory cannot be
divided, and the Chinese nation
cannot be split. “Taiwan inde-
pendence” and peace across the
Taiwan Strait are fundamentally
incompatible. We are ready to
work with the greatest sincerity
and make every effort to pursue
the prospect of peaceful reuni-
fication. At the same time, we
will take all necessary measures to
oppose “Taiwan independence”
and external interference and
firmly safeguard China's sover-
eignty and territorial integrity.

We hope that Israeli friends
from all sectors will gain an
understanding of the Taiwan
question and UNGA Resolution
2758 through the above facts and
avoid being misled by those with
ulterior motives.

The writer is the Chinese ambas-
sador to Israel.

g their coun-
ial, and fre-

ically the conversation has changed.
Now, as a proposed $2.8 billion
munitions sale to Israel is being con-

instruction, but a request: help us
help you.
Please understand that Israel has

sidered by cong commit-
tees, Israel’s friends are again being
asked to defend the vital strategic
and moral foundations of the alli-
ance.

Those of us who work day and
night to defend and protect the Jew-
ish state are hearing difficult and
honest messages, including from
some of Israel’s closest friends. We
explain that many of the most
incendiary declarations are election
rhetoric rather than government
policy.

However, this explanation has its
limits.

The most provocative statement
will always travel further than the
subsequent clarification. It becomes
a headline, a social-media dip, a

try are real, cc ]
quently existential.

However, there is a difference
between a vigorous democratic
debate and the use of extreme lan-
guage or radical proposals designed
primarily to win a few more votes.

During an election campaign, pol-
iticians naturally seek attention and
differentiation. Yet sensational state-
ments may provide a brief domestic
advantage while inflicting lasting
international damage.

This is particularly dangerous now.
Israel’s election on October 27 will be
followed a week later by the Ameri-
can midterm elections on November
3. Every seat in the House of Repre-
sentatives and a third of the Senate
will be contested.

At a moment when support for
Israel is increasingly debated with-
in American politics, inflammatory
Israeli campaign rhetoric can quic
ly become material for candidates
seeking to turn the Jewish state into
a partisan issue.

The warning signs are already
unmistakable.

In July, 103 Democratic members
of the House voted for an amend-
ment that would have removed $3.3
billion in American assistance to
Israel. The amendment failed, but
the vote demonstrated how dramat-

appeal and, eventually,
an argument for changing American

licy.

Words intended to excite one con-
stituency in Israel can undermine
support among millions of people
abroad.

ISRAEL FACES no shortage of serious
issues worthy of serious debate.

Its citizens must determine how
best to confront continuing security
threats on multiple fronts, rebuild a
country damaged by three years of
war, restore economic confidence,
address the responsibilities of mili-
tary and national service, heal deep
social divisions, and define the coun-
try’s legal and ¢ ituti future.

beyond its borders, peo-
ple who invest their time, resourc-
es, reputations, and relationships in
strengthening the Jewish state.

When [Israeli politicians speak
responsibly, they give us the tools to
make Israel’s case. When they com-
pete to make the most sensation-
al declaration, they make that task
immeasurably harder.

Beyond the elections, there is also
reason to hope that the present
political uncertainty may produce
something better: a broad, repre-
sentative national Zionist coalition
capable of leaving the extremes
outside government and addressing
Israel’s challenges with seriousness,
competence, and shared purpose.

Such a coalition would not require
Israelis to abandon their ideological
differences. It would demonstrate
that, at a moment of historic con-
sequence, the Zionist majority can
unite around the security, democrat-
ic character, and future of the state.

Crugdially, this is also the kind of
government that could represent the
true Israel to the world and to Israel’s
friends on Capitol Hill: not the Israel
of the loudest slogan or most out-
rageous quotation, but the Israel of
a proud, resilient, responsible, and
fundamentally pragmatic majority.

Israel’s enemies eagerly amplify
every reckless remark. Its friends are
left to explain it. Israel’s leaders can
make our task easier without com-

None of these challenges require
political extremism, theatrical
threats, or promises of radical solu-
tions that could never be imple-
mented.

Twrite this with humility. [ am not
an Israeli citizen, and it is neither
my place to tell Israelis how to vote
nor to dictate how their democratic
debate should be conducted.

Israelis bear the risks, send their
children to defend the country, and
live with the consequences of the
decisions made by their elected lead-
ers.

My appeal is therefore not an

¥ a single principle or sur-
rendering a single legitimate politi-
cal argument.

We will continue to stand with
Israel and stand behind and with the
elected leadership.

We are simply asking those seek-
ing the privilege of leading it to
remember that their words matter
far beyond the ballot box.

Help us help you.

The writer is a Los Angeles-based
philanthropist and real-estate developer
who serves as chairman of the Abraham
Acconds Roundtable and Golda Meir
Commemorative Coin Committee in
Washington, DC.
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The future of China-US relations
lies in people-to-people friendship

n the eve of President Xi Jinping's
state visit to the United States, his
neplyto aletter from students at 10 US

their effect can b

Today, China-US relations face both opportu-
nities and challen.ga The two countries have
links and shared interests in

ities is a timely inder that
the future of China-US relations is not shaped
only by official exchanges and corporate engage-
ment. It is also built in classrooms, on sports
fields, through music and the interactions
between ordinary people, especially the youth.
For a relationship as consequential and com-
plex as that between China and the US,
exchanges among young people play an irre-
placeable practical role. They help narrow per-

areas ranging from climate change to people-to-
people exchanges. At the same time, differences
in some fields can create uncertainty. Public per-
ceptions can harden without direct contacts that
provide people with personal experience.

In recent years, the “becoming Chinese” trend
on US social media proves that people-to-people
and cultural areavital wayto
mutual learning among civilizations and break

ception gaps, increase mutual ding
and lay a social foundation for the steadv and
healthy devel of bi

As Xi has pointed out before, the hope of the
China-US relationship lies in the peuple, its foun-
dation is in its future

down judice and pe image. This is
precisely why people-to-people exchanges mat-
ter. They foster familiarity, empathy and human
connections that endure over time.

For US youths who have experienced China
d, and for their Chinese peers who have

depends on the youth, and its vitality comes from
subnational exchanges. No matter how things
may change, the will of the Chinese and US peo-
ples for exchanges and cooperation will not
change, and the amity and friendship between
young Chinese and Americans will not change.
During his visit to the US in November 2023, Xi
announced an initiative to invite 50,000 US stu-
dents to China for exchange and study programs
over five years. The target was achieved two and a
half years ahead of schedule, reflecting the poten-
tial of youth exch, between the two ies.
US students have visited schools and universi-
ties in China, learned Chinese calligraphy and
ancient poetry, played sports with Chinese peers,
experienced traditional festivals and

met them, China-US relations are no longer
merely an issue discussed in headlines. They
become friendships, memories and shared expe-
riences. The Chinese people welcome more US
youths to visit and explore China. This new gen-
eration of envoys of friendship across the Pacific
should be the inheritors, guardians and promot-
ers of China-US friendly cooperation.

In his reply. Xi expressed hope that the US stu-
dents would join the vast number of young peo-
ple in both countries in striving to carry forward,
uphold and advance China-US friendly coopera-
tion, and work together to foster mutual under-
standing and affinity between the two peoples
and to ensure the steady and long-term develop-
ment of bi relati so0 as to contribute

cities across the country. Such encounters allow
young people to experience China firsthand.

Lincoln High School in Tacoma, Washington,
offers a vivid example. During Xi's state visit to
the US in 2015, he d stu-
dents of the school to visit China, emphasizing
education as a bridge between peoples. In 2016,
118 students and teachers from the school trav-
eled to multiple Chinese cities. The school's then
principal said the journey profoundly changed
students’ perceptions, providing a deeper under-
standing of China and fostering friendships with
Chinese students.

More than a decade later, this connection
endures. In 2026, Lincoln High School marked the
55th anniversary of China-US Ping-Pong Diplo-
macy, with students and former players recalling
how sports helped open a new chapter in bilateral

the vitality of youth to building a better world.

Engaging in friendly exchanges and coopera-
tion reflects the shared aspirations of the peoples
of both countries. Regardless of how the bilateral
relationship evolves, the desire of young people
on both sides to meet, learn from one another and
cooperate remains a valuable source of vitality.

The future of China-US relations will depend
not only on how the two countries manage their
differences, but also on whether the two peoples
continue to see each otheras human beings rath-
er than abstractions.

‘Travel opens minds. Every handshake between
students, every shared song, every game played
together and every journey across the Pacific
matters. The bridge between China and the USis
built at the grassroots. Its builders today are ordi-
nary people. Its keepers tomorrow will be the

engagement. These are modest but

next

Expo shines spotlight on AI applications

he booming devel of artificial

intelligence, which has emerged as a

force capable of shaping humanity’s

future, has raised the compelling ques-
tion of how to harness the rapidly evolving tech-
nologysothat it improves people’s lives, promotes
development and makes global growth more
resilient.

Hangzhou, the host of the fifth Global Digital
‘Trade Expo, which opens on Wednesday, offers
some pointers in this regard. Home to the pro-
viders of some popular open-source Al large
language models and thriving open-source

different regions to fully leverage
their own strengths and advantages when har-
nessing Al to cultivate new quality productive
forces. For cities rich in energy resources, com-
puting power infrastructure may be a good

Opinion Line

The real harvest is what
farmers pocket and spend

A good harvest is worth celebrat-
ing. But the more important ques-
tion for farmers is what comes after
the harvest and how much of the val-
ue finds its way into their pockets.

The Chinese Farmers' Harvest Fes-
tival, which falls on Sept 23, is more
than a celebration of how much has
been produced. Its deeper signifi-
cance lies in asking whether farmers
can earn more from what they pro-
duce, whether rural consumers can
enjoy better goods and services, and
if the two empower each other.

Farmers may produce more but
still face volatile prices when large
volumes reach the market at the
same time. Raw agricultural prod-
uets also tend to capture less value
than goods that are processed,
branded and connected to wider
markets. The distance between the
farm gate and the consumer’s table is
not simply a matter of logistics. It is
where much of the value of agricul-
ture is created and where farmers
need opportunities to capture more
of it.

China’s grain output reached 715
million metric tons in 2025, while
per capita grain availability exceeded
500 kilograms, above the global aver-

choice, while cities strong
turing sectors could step up Al research and
development for industry upgrading. The expo
offers a window to view the country’s efforts to
diversify the practical use of Al, not least in
embodied Al

The expo features an embodied intelligence
tournament where more than 100 teams will

the city is now doubling down on

the development of a number of cutting-edge
sectors.

The theme of the five-day event — “Meet the

Al future at GDTE” — highlights the city’s for-

in over 10 events. Watching human-
oids racing against each other and navigating
through ohstacles is fun for spectators, but such
are always
more than just entertainment, as they put the

bumper harvest to a better livelihood
for farmers runs through the value
chain. Processing grain into food
products, developing brands around
local specialties, improving cold-
chain logistics and connecting pro-
ducers directly with supermarkets
and online platforms can create new
sources of value and employment.
The success of the Golden Autumn
Consumption Season illustrates the
potential: since its launch in 2020,
the initiative has helped drive more
than 160 billion yuan ($23.88 billion)
in agricultural product sales.

‘The goal of the food industry is not
only to produce more, but to extend
the industry chain and raise the val-
ue generated from each unit of agri-
cultural output. Grain, for instance,
can become food, i feed

from selling an agricultural product.

Income growth and consumption
upgrading are two ends of the same
rural economic cycle. When farm-
ers earn more, they have greater
capacity to consume. In the first
half of this year, the per capita dis-
posable income of rural residents
reached 12,699 yuan, up 5.5 percent
in real terms year-on-year, 2.1 per-
centage points higher than the
growth for urban residents. Retail
sales of consumer goods in rural
areas reached 4.4 trillion yuan in
the period from January to August,
up 2.3 percent year-on-year and 1.3
percentage points more than in
urban areas.

Stronger rural demand creates
markets for goods and services,

and other products thmugh dxfferem
levels of i ili

to improve
their products and creating new

Stronger processing capauty can
turn agricultural resources into local

opportunities. Better
processing, branding and distribu-
tion can then allow agricultural pro-

industries, businesses and jobs. ducers to capture more value,
Meanwhile, rural consumption is supporting further income growth.
also rising. Farmers are not only When the annual celebration
in the rural but b a i to build lasting
also whose i links b d income

demand can reshape what rural
businesses produce. A village mar-

and consumptlon, the real harvest
will show up in farmers’ wallets

age. Yet, a good harvest does not ket, a farm-based restaurant, a cul- and in the strength of the rural

ically lead to a good income.  tural experience or a rural tourism economy.
‘The most sustainable path from a destination can create value apart — ZHAO YIMENG, CHINA DAILY
What They Say

Intelligent manufacturing can tap tech potential

Editor‘snom: Developing intells ing is tial to
and gain new in industrial thua New:
chld'sﬂmtwtalﬂlemau logy and Ec

on the ongoing scientific and technologi-
's Agency spoke to Ouyang Jinsong,
Institute on the future of intelligent manufacturing.

Below are excerpts of the interview. The views don't necessarily represent those of China Daily.
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ward-looking development approach, which latest robot products to repeated tests, detect . Z‘;&i’o‘m‘mﬁ.ﬁ newgqtemgon reiilons isa truct d-based industrial infra-
ae N - 11 5 inf nt manufacturing aims goal. s ure.
‘;fff" an‘esciting plehure of whiat Al gan do0- MIEEE | s dnd ) el build systems that are capable of self- _ Third, global technological compe-  Third, advanced manufacturing
power a city and beyond. keep improving them before they become relia- 4 r ¢
H o 1 rel 1its 2025 action plan to - ble and versatile assi ts for b ) perception, self-learning, autono- tition will increasingly involve manu-  processes mu.?t remain the corner-
eritith N of its Al i Behind the games lies the goal of . mous dedsmn -making, self- factumlgscenanos and stone of intelligent manufacturing.
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ers, nurture over 700 key Al enterprises and culti-  ter lives, and turn the robot industry into a pow- and industry and supply chains, fos- mgm across systtmr.':xs 1 ‘?;i;gh]y i y
vate Al applications across various sectors. erful and sustainable driver of thg economy. tering deeper integration and Going forward, in the 15th Five- and extreme-environment applica-
Reinforcing the city’s commitment to boost- The expo is also expected to bring together a enhancing value creation. Year Plan (2026-30) period, the tions.
ing China’s next wave of Al-driven growth, the large number of representatives from different Evolving consumption and pro- development of new-generation Fourth, AT should be more deeply
nnnouncement of the plan also marked the companies, countries, regions and internation- duction patterns are pushing manu- intelligent manufacturing should integrated into core industrial appli-
of F 1 bodied intelli- al organizations. facturing away from a relatively focus on five key areas and advance cations. With the world's most com-
gence industry alliance, Al innovation center,  Their upcoming discussions, whether on “symmetrical” model, in which pro-  through i hensive industrial system, China’s
and Al ecosystem space. potential business contracts or more general duction is organized around predict-  efforts. industrial application scenarios and
Some of F hou's leading logy com- ion, will contribute to an open world able and standardized demand, First, greater ammnon should be vast data resources provide a strong
ies will be showcasing at the expo how Alis  economy at a time when some countries’ towarda model that demandsrapid  paid to ing} dation for ing the core
l;;xmng used in novel w“gmerdal and everyday ize Al technologies risk and increasingly asymmetric carriers and tools. Intelligent indus- challenges of physical Al Industrial
applications, with a full-stack neutral-atom el maki globa.l growth less balanced. responses to changing market needs.  trial software should transition from  scenarios should serve as testing
tum comput‘er a hybrid-driven dexterous hand, By hosting the expo and making Al a promi- Atthe saine time, s the physical “hum.:m c'r,eativity suppo:"tcd by .gmunds J0CAL Gfpabmﬁa' ml iad
and Unitree Robotics’ GDO1 — the worlds first nentfocus of the event, China is demonstrating “m“;ydl‘fmg become intreas: m“ﬁ toa modelldzgs hanuﬂmd ing. Ir\lsaﬁeuechna p;ll?gfo andlpromafing
mass-produced humanoid mecha — among the  its commitment to developing Al for good and will be d allocat- Tlab Fifth, an efficiency-oriented eval-
technologies being displayed. for all. Al progress shared with more countries ed and mllaboratively optimized The tiered cultivation of smart fac-  uation and service system should be
But Hangzhou's growth path cannot be sim-  will not only help China reap more develop- across enterprises, industries and tories should addnss i blished. including an “intelli-
ply copied by other cities. This is why China is ment gains but also benefit the entire world. geographical regions. and i i k gent ing i
Recent international practices in while the digital upgrading of equip-  index” with indicators at the prod-
intelligent manufacturing offer sev- ment should create a new value sys- uet, factory, production-line and
CHINA DAILY WORLDWIDE eral useful reference points. tem i physical i levels. These indi
: First, the development of next-gen-  and data assets. can be normalized and weighted to
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Build guardrails for China-US competition

or much of the past decade,
the strategic community in the
United States has viewed Chi-
na through the lens of a “pow-
er transition”, perceiving the bilateral

role in international affairs, but that
does not mean measuring its success
against US power, let alone seeking to
replace the US role in the international
system.

the US are deeply embedded in the
same global economy and technology
ecosystem. That makes it harder yet
more important to define the bounda-
ries of competition. Today, US national

relationship as a contest between what The problem arises when Washing- security concerns extend from semi-
they beheve isa “rising power" andan  ton mterprets every gain in Chinese d any i
one. This has asacor dinglossof  to critical minerals, artificial intelli-
fueled debates on the "‘1‘ i us ical break- gence, robotics and other sectors, while
Trap, long-term h by China, of ties China has st d its capacity to
and even a potential * new Cold War”, with third countries and increases in protect supply chains and respond to
This wasn't always how Washington  the market share of Chinese compa- external economic pressure.
viewed China’s growth. In 2005, then nies are often scrutinized as potential Strategic stability does not require
US Deputy Secretary of State Robert “national security threats”, prompting either country to remove restrictions
Zoellick urged China to become a harsh restrictive measures that invite where genuine security interests are

“responsible stakeholder” in the inter-
national system.

At that time, the prevailing belief in
‘Washington was that a stronger China
could be integrated into the existing
international framework if it assumed
greater responsibilities. Two decades
later, the debate has changed consider-
ably, with Chinese capabilities now
treated as strategic connems.

Yet, the current i

countermeasures.

‘Therefore, building a constructive
bilateral relationship of strategic sta-
bility, as agreed by President Xi Jinping
and US President Donald Trump,
requires setting boundaries around
competition.

The first boundary concerns the pur-
pose of competition. China has consist-
ently stated that it does not intend to

between Ch.ma and the US does not fit

or replace the US. Washing-
ton must also clarify a long-standing

at stake. However, it does require

requires respecting other countries”
ability to make choices based on their
own interests.

Al offers an early test. As the tech-
nology becomes more powerful,
shared risks, such as cybersecurity and
data security, have emerged. “Competi-
tion within limits” between China and
the US will have practical meaning if
the two countries manage their disa-
greements over technology restrictions
while maintaining communication or
even cooperating on Al-related issues.

It's unlikely that such boundaries
will be drawn once and for all, but the
two sides can and should enhance

greater discipline in sunh ‘h to gradually develop clearer

with clearer obj rea- f where they com-
sonable scope and greater care to pre-  pete and where they cooperate,
vent disputes in one area from regardless of political differences.
spmlng into others. Thcy should identify each other’s

| concerns and work to

concmte problems rather thanexpect- prevent individual disputes from over-
ing to resolve every structural disa- whelming the broader relationship.
greement at once — could be useful Long-term efforts are needed to

not only in trade but across all aspects

intoa : What is the desired end state
While China’s of US ition with China?
and lechnulogl('zl capabilities have An ob;ecuvc asmsmem. of China’s
grown enormously, the US mai
inad d and its wcxghlm international affairs

technology, finance and its network of
alliances.

Years of trade and technology ten-
sions have shown that attempts to sti-
fle the momentum of bilateral ties may
backfire, as emerging industries and
technologies continue to forge new
connections between the two nations.

China does not view it:

will help the US better protect its inter-
ests while managing differences and
ensuring fair competition.

If every increase in Chinese capabili-
ties is treated as a diminution of US
security, it becomes difficult to achieve
astable equilibrium.

‘The second boundary involves the
i of ition. Unlike

as a race with the US for global leader-

during the Cold War, when US-Soviet

ship. Its primary remains its
own modernization. A more prosper-
ous and technologically

advanced China will nat-

urally assume a larger

ic ties were limited and the
dividing lines between the two blocs
were relatively clear. China and

address these questions, because nei-

Zhou Shuchun

The author is chief researcher at the China
Watch Institute, China Daily.

Al needs a steering
wheel more than

it needs brakes

n a rare display of unity, leaders from Silicon Valley’s

artificial intelligence sector have collectively called

for pacing of the frontier Al development. This brings

the debate over how best to manage the rapid evolu-
tion of AL The ion is not whether to develop or gov-
ern Al, but how to do so effectively.

Dario Amodei, CEO of Anthropic, wrote that “we must
pace the frontier (of AI);” a call that drew the unusual sup-
port of his rivals — OpenAI CEO Sam Altman and xAI
founder Elon Musk. They argue that the iteration pace of
frontier super-large models and autonomous Al agents
must be controlled to buy time for risk governance.

This rare alignment among the three giants further
highlights the deep divisions within the United States on
the issue. A recent opinion poll showed that 61 percent of
us d surveyed oppose building data centers to

of bilateral relations. ther country is likely to di from

The third boundary concerns the the other's strategic horizon, and nei-
global reaction to bilateral competi- ther can expect to make the other
uon Many countries maintain exten- change through pressure.

with both China and If Washington can move beyond a

the US and have little interest in reor- i “power- ition” i\
ganizing their foreign and cconomlc and collaborate with Beijing to estab-
policies around thi: lish b daries around the

Beijing and Washington will natu- instruments and reach of their compe-
rally develop their respective partner- tition, the foundation of constructive
ships. But if infrastructure projects, strategic stability in bilateral ties will
technology standmds, supply chains be further strengthened, with signifi-

ions are cant implications for both countries

trea!ed as arenas in which one side and the world.

must defeat the other, and where par-
ticipants are forced to take sides, bilat-

The author is a fellow at the Center for

eral competition risks d:stortmg the International Security and Strategy,
international system. inghua Uniy ity
management of competition The views don't necessa-
P rily reflect those of
/ China Daily.

Piti Srisangnam

MA XUEJING / CHINA DAILY

Asia chooses economic sovereignty over trade protectionism

digital capacity-building, and mutual
innovation, thus empowering local
engineers and entrepreneurs.

Third, it deepens the civilizational
‘bonds and people-to-people trust
between China and Southeast Asia.

C fuels human i
As educational exch: cultural

tourism and joint ventures flourish, the
historical bonds between ASEAN
nations and China grow resilient
against external divide-and-rule tactics.
Finally, it promotes sustainable

serve AL Critics have targeted the White House’s relatively

lenient ing that a

tious stance is m:eded to address the potential risks associ-
ated with AT’s rapid development.

At the All-in Summit in Los Angeles, NVIDIA CEO Jen-
sen Huang took a call from US President Donald Trump,
putting him on spe; Pl in front of the

p dismissed Al alarmism as a “hoax” and said that
“mbats will not be taking over the world”

US Vice-P JD Vance described calls
for stronger regulation as a “Trojan horse”, implying that AT
giants want to use rules as walls to block their competitors.

Concerns about Al development outpacing human con-
trol are not entirely unfounded.

The recent OpenAl Hugging Face incident, where an AT
agent acted on its own initiative and attacked an unautho-
rized target, shows that frontier large models are gradually
gaining self-improvement capabilities.

The crms resolved with Lhe help of a Chinese com-

pany, the ic risks posed by
AL Unlike traditional software, where errors are fixed
vulnerabilities, the behavior of large-model agents can
be unpredictable and potentially lead to catastrophic
damage.

For a technology advancing at high
speed, a steering wheel is more
important than brakes — and probably
easier to operate as well.

‘While calls for regulatory guardrails reflect a cautious
approach, there is skepticism about the motives behind
the industry’s “slowdown” narrative. It is seen not as a fair
choice that treats all participants equally.

Leading US Al companies currently control vast com-
puting resources, possess deep capital reserves and have
the most complete software ecosystem.

If the Al industry hits the brakes, these leaders would
lock in their advantage while others lose the chance to
close the gap. Barriers on the track would harden, poten-
tially creating an oligopolistic structure.

Notably, neither the pro-pacing nor the anti-pacing nar-
rative conceals its geopolitical position. Amodei emphasiz-
es maintaining the US and its allies’ leadership, while
opponents contend that slowing down the pace of develop-
ment would benefit US’ competitors.

On this point, both camps take the same stand. A US
media outlet has analyzed that both advocating and
opposing the pacing of frontier Al are intended to enhance
the bargaining leverage against competitors.

There is global consensus that the risks presented by Al's
rapid development are different from those posed by other
new technologies. Whatever the motives of the Silicon Val-
ley giants, it is hoped that their calls for a slowdown will
advance the discussion on global Al governance and pro-
mote cooperation among nations.

Earlier this month, a European theoretical physicist
released a video titled “Someone Paid Me to Tell You Al
‘Will Kill Us” The scientist contended that both sides have
financial backers: some pay to dramatize existential risk,
while others pay to sell techno-optimism.

The scripts and arguments are prepared in advance, all
driven by vested interests.

Asa Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson noted, “The
faster Al technology develops by leaps and bounds, the
more firmly its du'ectmn must be mrrecdy anchored to

and to

growth on our own terms.
Integrating green and
cross-border digital frameworks

ensures that economic growth pre-
serves regional ecosystems while rais-
ing the living standards of future
generations.

‘Why did China and ASEAN choose
to deepen free trade while uthers
retreated into isolated

For a technology advancing at hlgh speed, a steering
wheel is more important than brakes — and probably eas-
ier to operate as well.

According to Stanford University’s Al Index Report
2026, 84 percent of Chinese respondents feel excited about
Al compared with only 38 percent in the US. Last year’s
report showed that 83 percent of Chinese people believed
Al

It is because both sides recognize that
true national strength comes from
unity, mutual respect and economic
self- inati

cross the global land: ship is a fund: 1 truth: China and strengthening climate-resilient infra-

rising protectionism, tariff ASEAN are not mmpemors inazero- structure.

barriers and trade tensions sum di d by foreign By ing crucial land-linked

threaten to fragment inter- Instead, they are mdjspensahle logistics corridors, exemplified by the
national commerce. interconnected engines of global value  Laos-China Railway, Cambodia, the

Certain countries — intent on pre- chains. Every nation within this Lao People’s Democratic Republic and
serving lheir unipolar dom'mance — vibrant matrix brings dxsnnct compar-  Myanmar turn geography into indus-
are trade, ative ad: and ign digni- trial strength and bridge devel
u'nposmg umlax.eral sanctions and ty, while bravely overcoming structural ~ gaps across the Mekong region.

to for ping nations  chall As ASEAN's newest member, Timor-
into artificial geopolitical divisions. China anchors the matrix as an Leste brings untapped energy resour-

Yet, while external forces erect barri-  industrial powerhouse and innovation  ces, strategic maritime posture in the
ers to safeguard their ded.mmg driver, supported by a massive domes-  southern seas, and an eager workforce
monopolies, tic market of 1.4 billion people, state- seeking to transform the country into
China and of-the-art technological infrastructure,  an integrated hub of regional process-
the Associa- Global ana deep manufacturing ecosystems, ing and ecotourism value chains.
tion of South- Lens Singapore functions as a premier ‘When these complementary nation-
east Asian global financial, logistical, and tech- al assets are woven together into a
Nations have nology node, leveraging its strategic cohesive architecture, individual
chosena location to overcome physical land shortcomings get transformed into
strikingly different destiny. and resource limitations. collective invulnerability.

They are deepening free trade, rein- ‘Thailand and Vietnam are vital man- High-tech components, abundant
foreing regional resili and ing arteries in high-tech elec- raw minerals, robust processing net-
defending the collective dignity of our  tronies, automotive assembly, and works, and agile consumer markets coa-
continent. agriculture, ing skilled  lesce into a formi jic shield.

China-ASEAN Free Trade Area 3.0 workforees with strategic il U ding the i hit
Upgrade Protocol, awamng ratification  access to power regional value creation.  ture through CAFTA 3.0
by signatory d Malaysia and Bruneipos-  transformative outcomes for the
more than just a technical upgrade of sess vast natural wealth, strategic mari-  region. First, it the sover-

commercial terms, It signals a pro-
found declaration of regional self-reli-
ance and shared strength.

Today, mtegnmon goes beyond tariff

edge digital u-ade networks, green
energy transitions, unbreakable supply
chain connectivity, and cross-border
service ecosystems designed by China
and ASEAN for the long-term prosper-
ity of their peoples.

At the core of this enduring partner-

time passages, critical green-transition
minerals such as nickel and can chan-
nel dynamic youth capital into high-
value downstream processing.

The three countries serve as a bridge
connecting China and ASEAN to the
Muslim world, both economically and
culturally.

The Philippines houses a vibrant,
highly adaptable demographic that is
driving the world’s service and digital
exports sectors and a continuously

eignty of regional states through trade
and investment.

By reducing reliance on volatile
external regimes that weaponize trade,
regional integration guarantees stable
jobs, industrialization and economic
security for millions of households.

Second, it fosters knowledge and
technology sovereignty. Unlike the leg-
acy colonial models of resource extrac-
tion, global value chain cooperation
facilitates genuine technology transfer,

In an era where extra-regional pow-
ers construct walls, China and ASEAN
are building bridges. By anchoring their
future in shared value chains and
regional solidarity, they have ensured
that the destiny of the region remains
firmly in the hands of their own peoples.

The author is the executive director of
the ASEAN Foundation in Indonesia
and an associate mufessor of ¢ econom-
ics at Chulalongkorn Un:

The views don't ms.sanly mﬂect
those of China Daily.

would do more good than harm, while only 39
percent of US respondents held that view.

Obviously, Al enjoys greater social acceptance in China,
possibly due to the Chinese government’s consistent advo-
cacy of the principles of “people-centered, intelligence fnr
good, equality and i safety and
and collaborative governance,” and its practical efforts to
make Al a new driving force for common prosperity and
security.

How can we get along with thinking machines? And is
it possible to ensure security when algorithms are part of
decision-making? How can we tackle ethical challenges
posed by technology through adaptive governance? And
how can we realize Al for all when the divide keeps wid-
ening?

President Xi Jinping addressed these issues at the 2026
‘World Artificial Intelligence Conference, calling for a col-
laborative effort to build a just and equitable system for
global Al governance.
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Antitrust Lays an Egg

Here’s how
the “emer-
gency” ver-
sions of
Hollywood’s
favorite pod-
casts handled
Monday’s
ignominious
settlement of
a lawsuit by
— 12 states
seeking to block the Para-
mount and Warner Bros. stu-

BUSINESS
WORLD

By Holman W.
Jenkins, Jr.

dio merger.
Sean McNulty on the An-
Kler Agenda: “Which Rob

Bonta are we talking to? Be-
cause Rob Bonta for the past
few months has been men-
tioning none [of the resulting
settlement stipulations].”

Rob Bonta being the Demo-
cratic California attorney gen-
eral and prime mover behind
the litigation, which was
launched in July, after nearly
70 jurisdictions, including the
U.S. government, had already
approved the deal.

Said Matt Belloni of The
Town: “He caved, right?

. This was all politics. This
was just about [Mr, Bonta]
getting on television for a few
months, raising his profile.”

It was downhill from there.
The antitrust violations Mr.
Bonta shrieked about, such as
the merger partners trying to
monopolize the troubled the-
atrical movie and cable TV
businesses? So much legal va-
porware, it turned out.

Mr. Bonta protested re-
peatedly that his suit had
nothing to do with CNN or
CBS News, then subjects of
liberal panic over their pass-
ing into the hands of the

Trump-friendly Ellisons.

Then why does the settle-
ment fix this nonexistent anti-
trust issue with an “indepen-
dent” editorial board for both
news organizations? The con-
cession is costless for the Elli-
sons. It is hardly face-saving
enough to relieve Mr. Bonta of
his chumpness. And news cer-
tainly wasn’t any reason for
Larry and David’s decision to
buy Paramount and then War-
ner Bros. in the first place—
except for a brief, shining mo-
ment when news-channel
ownership could be flaunted
to expedite approvals from
the Trump administration.

Result: Success for the Elli-
sons on all fronts.

The headlines have been
unrelieved agony for Mr.
Bonta. The Hollywood Re-
porter: “Paramount-Warner
Bros. Merger Opponents
React With Dismay About
Settlement.”

Rich Greenfield of Light-
Shed Partners: “Huge win for
Paramount. . . . None of the
behavioral remedies will have
any meaningful impact.”

A headline in the Los Ange-
les Times strove to be diplo-
matic—or at least deliver the
shiv elegantly: “Paramount
settlement is less than de-
sired, more than nothing.”

Predictably, most quoted
was ultraprogressive actor
Mark Ruffalo, who called the
settlement a “huge win to
Trump and his billionaire
cronies.”

If America is lucky, this
will be the end of Mr. Bonta’s
political career. As Bloomberg
explained, “Bonta found him-
self increasingly isolated in

recent weeks with many of
the state’s Democratic party
establishment calling for a
settlement.” They saw, as
theater owners and even
some unions did, that his
grandstanding was hindering
a difficult transition so Holly-
wood could maintain its
shaky position atop the glob-
ally competitive TV and
movie production business.

Paramount-Warner
shows that pseudo-
news no longer works
for its purveyors.

All in all, it was a clarifying
week for pseudo-events,
scripted to generate coverage.
The wheeze is no longer
working.

Donald Trump’s war on
White House access for three
news outlets only looks like it
was cooked up by all con-
cerned to create a sensation,
given the ratings-happy co-
dependency of Mr. Trump and
his media critics.

But the upshot—an orga-
nized effort by TV news chan-
nels to deprive Mr. Trump of
the constant video coverage
he craves—will be as damag-
ing to the news channels
themselves, whose viewers
tune in to gawk at a president
they hate.

Along similar lines, con-
sider a valuable report from
the statistics expert Roger
Pielke Jr. of the American En-
terprise Institute and Univer-
sity of Colorado Boulder. He

exposes a classic manufac-
turer of pseudo-news, the
group World Weather Attribu-
tion at Imperial College Lon-
don, which specializes in pre-
tending to find links between
extreme weather events and
global warming.

He examines 96 of the
group’s “studies” and shows
that its methodology assumes
rather than demonstrates a
connection to specific
weather. He writes: “Did in-
creases in global patent appli-
cations make rainfall worse in
a 2019 typhoon in Japan? If
you use the WWA’s attribu-
tion methodology, you can
‘prove’ it—as I did.”

What you may not under-
hand is how the same spirit of
pseudo-news came to infect
mainstream journalism. As
former New York Times re-
porter Michael Cieply ex-
plained a decade ago, report-
ers were “asked to map a
narrative for our various
beats a year in advance,
square the plan with editors,
then generate stories that fit
the pre-designated line.”

News coverage used to find
out what was going on and
report it truthfully. When out-
lets instead flog predictable
“narratives,” it feeds more
easily back into the strategies
of newsmakers, none more so
than Mr. Trump, who has
played hostile media outlets
like a fiddle, admittedly to the
commercial advantage of
both.

If this week shows any-
thing, though, this wheeze,
like all such wheezes, has fi-
nally sown the seeds of its
own obsolescence.

Stolen Glory at the Kennedy Center

Compared
+ with war and
inflation, the
fate of the
Kennedy Cen-
ter may seem
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— represents, in

microcosm,

many of the features that
distingnish the Trump ad-
ministration from most of its
predecessors.

In 1958 Congress enacted
a law authorizing the cre-
ation of a National Cultural
Center in the District of Co-
lumbia with funds raised by
voluntary contributions. The
law established a board of
trustees to administer the
new institution and defined
its membership, powers and
responsibilities.

After President John F.
Kennedy’s assassination, Con-
gress renamed the center af-
ter him in 1964 and appropri-
ated money to help finance its
construction and core mis-
sion. The 1964 amendments
expanded the board’s duties
to include providing “a suit-
able memorial in honor of the
late president.”

Legislation has since fur-
ther broadened the board’s
mandate to include planning,
designing and carrying out
any construction needed to
“maintain the functionality of
the building and site at cur-
rent standards of life, safety,
security, and accessibility.”
Congress in 2019 enacted
amendments reiterating that

the center’s mission is to
serve as a center for the per-
forming arts and as a “na-
tional memorial to President
John F. Kennedy.” These
amendments also authorized
the creation of a plaque com-
memorating the 60th anniver-
sary of the National Cultural
Center Act.

The board, however, has le-
gal limitations. Legislation
forbids the board from creat-
ing any additional memorials
within the center. The board
doesn’t have the power to re-
name the center. The board
has the responsibility to
maintain the building that
houses the center, but not to
demolish the building and
erect a new one. New legisla-
tion would be required to au-
thorize any such steps.

This was the accepted legal
status quo until the beginning
of President Trump’s second
term, when he took control of
the board and had himself
named chairman. The recon-
stituted board enacted a
change to its governing by-
laws that stripped all ex offi-
cio trustees of their right to
vote on board matters, leaving
only Mr. Trump’s personal ap-
pointees as voting members.
In December 2025, the board
decided to rename the institu-
tion the Donald J. Trump and
John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts. New let-
tering was installed the next
day on the front portico. Rep.
Joyce Beatty (D., Ohio), an ex
officio member of the board,
sued in federal court to block
these actions.

In May Judge Christopher

Cooper ruled in Ms. Beatty’s
favor. “The Kennedy Center’s
organic statute makes it crys-
tal clear that the Center is to
be named for President Ken-
nedy,” Judge Cooper found,
and the board’s “unilateral
say-so” can’t change this.
“Congress gave the Kennedy
Center its name, and only
Congress can change it.”

A judge orders Trump
to take his name off the
place, so he threatens
to demolish it.

Judge Cooper wasn’'t
amused. In an opinion issued
Sept. 15, he characterized the
board’s effort to avoid his pre-
vious opinion as “word
games” and ordered the board
not to proceed with its pro-
posed recognition of Mr.
Trump.

The president responded
by threatening to demolish
the center. It seems that un-
less Mr. Trump gets credit, he
has no motive for rescuing
the institution—never mind
the law, which the Constitu-
tion requires him to execute
faithfully, or the $257 million
Congress appropriated to
the Kennedy Center

The judge was unequivocal
about changes to the board’s
voting rights. The law that
created the center, he said,
makes no distinction between
the powers of different trust-
ees, and it doesn’t permit the
board to discriminate be-
tween them on powers, in-
cluding the right to vote.
Judge Cooper ordered the re-
moval of Mr. Trump’s name,
and an appellate court turned
down the board’s effort to
block this action.

This should have been the
end of the matter. But on Aug.
13 the board reportedly
passed a resolution “to recog-
nize and honor President
Trump’s current and future
existential and unprecedented
contributions to the survival
of the center,” authorized in-
scriptions to this effect on the
building, and renamed the
grounds the President Donald
J. Trump Plaza.

in the One Big Beautiful Bill
Act. If his administration’s ef-
forts aren’t recognized, the
president said, the Kennedy
Center is “going to close” and
will “end up being ripped
down.” This is the language
of mob films: Nice little
building you have there; a
shame if anything happened
to it.

The president evidently
wants to blow up whatever he
can’t convert into a vehicle
for his glorification. He has
sworn to serve the country,
but he treats it as another
tower to bear his name. His
behavior shows a lack of re-
spect for the law and for the
memory of an assassinated
president beloved by the
American people. The nation
will be fortunate if it gets

BOOKSHELF | By David M. Shribman
On Buying a
Baseball Team

Inside the Owner’s Box

By David M. Rubenstein
Simon & Schuster, 320 pages, $30

since David M.

dream of becoming a baseball player. When Mr. Ruben-
stein bought the Baltimore Orioles in 2024 for $1.7 billion,
he joined an ever-growing list of executives who have taken
over teams and tried to apply their success in tech and
finance to the business of professional athletics.

The team he acquired hadn’t won a playoff game since
2014 nor been to a World Series since 1983. There was
work to be done. Naturally, Mr. Rubenstein sought counsel
from his peers. “Inside the Owner’s Box” is partly a mem-
oir of purchasing his hometown team, partly a compen-
dium of his interviews with other sports executives. The
book is a companion to earlier collections of Mr. Ruben-
stein’s conversations with historians and fellow investors.
One of the implicit lessons of these books is that, even in

an era of lonely visionar-
ies at long-shot startups,
there is value in seeking
the perspectives of others.

Mr. Rubenstein is a
co-founder and co-chair-
W N E man of the Carlyle Group,

R s | a private-equity power-
B 0 . house. He recounts how
x \‘f he approached a new chal-
i lenge in an area where bil-
lionaires often tread but
seldom triumph. His worries
included the team he assem-
| bled to buy the Orioles and
the players he inherited on
the field. The questions mul-
tiplied like baserunners in a
late-inning rally. Where should
he sit during games? (Mostly in the owner's suite and a
field box.) Was the food served at Camden Yards, the
Orioles’ home ballpark, healthful? (Not particularly.) How
should the owner connect with the team? (“I have not
tn‘ed to become the players’ buddy.”)
in wisely abandoned his idea to elimi
John Denver 's “Thank God T'm a Country Boy” as part of
the beloved seventh-inning-stretch ritual at Camden
Yards. But turning the team’s fortunes around was the
main objective. “The pleasure of trying to put a team
together that can win,” he writes, “can be a high that is
rarely captured in other business activities.” Mr. Ruben-
stein and the team’s president of baseball operations, Mike
Elias, improved the roster this past offseason by bringing
Pete Alonso, the all-time home-run leader for the New York
Mets, to Baltimore on a five-year, $155 million deal. Head-
ing into the final week of the 2026 season, Mr. Alonso led
the American League in runs batted in.

But spending a lot of money is no guarantee of success.
In Major League Baseball, Mr. Rubenstein writes, there are
“29 other competitors trying, every day, to prevent you from
getting to your desired level—a World Series championship.”
The Orioles were on the verge of elimination from playoff
contention as the regular season entered its final days. If
Emily Dickinson were an Orioles fan, she would say that
hope is the thing with orange, black and white feathers.

Mr. Rubenstein is apparently a better investor than an
interviewer. His banal questions largely prompt anodyne
answers. He asks Samantha Holloway, the owner of
hockey’s Seattle Kraken, about the greatest pleasures of
running the team. (“The joy in being able to give back to
the community.”) He asks Josh Harris—a co-founder of
Apollo Global Management and a managing partner of bas-
ketball’s Philadelphia 76ers, hockey’s New Jersey Devils
and football’s Washington Commanders—whether egos are
bigger in sports than private equity. “They’re big in both
places,” Mr. Harris says. “Sports is more public. The
public gets to know the people better. Private equity is
more under wraps.” Mr. Rubenstein doesn’t seek further
explanation.

T he sports world has chzmged dramatlcally in the years
d his
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Rubenstein, who acquired the Baltimore Orioles
in 2024 for $1.7 billion, sought insight from his
peers about successful team ownership.

Still, the book provides some insights. Jeffrey Lurie,
the owner of the Philadelphia Eagles, offers advice relevant
to football as well as business: “There’s a lot of faith in
our structure, our processes, our people. We constantly

through the of Mr.
Trump’s presidency without
the destruction of institutions
even more important than the
Kennedy Center.

In the Name of Trust, Free Jimmy Lai

By Paul Wolfowitz

ecretary of  State

George Shultz often

said that trust is the
foundation of successful di-
plomacy. He understood mili-
tary power and negotiating
leverage, but he also knew
that diplomacy can’t succeed
if governments believe prom-
ises are merely words to be
discarded when they become
inconvenient. And trust can
sometimes begin with mod-
est acts of humanity that
demonstrate confidence
rather than weakness.

One example was the case
of Chinese physicist Fang Li-
zhi, who took refuge in the
U.S. Embassy after the 1989
Tiananmen Square massacre.
He was permitted to leave
China in 1990, thanks to the
intervention of former Presi-
dent Richard Nixon, who con-
vinced Chinese leader Deng
Xiaoping that this humanitar-
ian gesture would improve
U.S.-China relations.

Fang’s release helped re-
move a substantial obstacle
to rebuilding confidence be-
tween Washington and Bei-
jing. It didn’t resolve any
larger disagreements, but one
humane action made more-
difficult diplomacy easier.

There’s a diplomatic
opportunity in Xi
Jinping’s U.S. visit.

Jimmy Lai presents a simi-
lar opportunity today. The
government of China, which
represents a great civiliza-
tion and has become a global
power, shouldn’t feel threat-
ened by a 78-year-old pub-
lisher whose only weapons
are his faith, his words and
his conscience.

Mr. Lai could have left
Hong Kong years ago. Many
people, including me, urged
him to do so, but he refused
because leaving would be

abandoning what he had
spent his life d

and China, and managing
them requires a

His case concerns the
question of trust. The Sino-
British Joint Declaration
wasn’t merely a scrap of pa-
per. China pledged that Hong
Kong’s rights, freedoms and
distinet way of life would re-
main unchanged for 50 years
after the 1997 handover. In
the last article Shultz wrote
before his death in 2022 at
100, he said that Beijing had
“shredded” that agreement.

‘When solemn promises are
set aside, rebuilding trust be-
comes more difficult. That
problem can’t be solved by
speeches or a communiqué. It
requires action. Xi Jinping’s
visit to Washington offers
such an opportunity.

Compassion can be an ex-
pression of confidence and
not an admission of error.
Releasing Mr. Lai wouldn't
require China to admit that
his imprisonment was wrong.
There are large disagree-
ments that divide the U.S.

foundation of trust.

Releasing Mr. Lai would
demonstrate that China’s
leadership is  confident
enough to show compassion
and that even amid serious
disagreements, the two coun-
tries can still find room for
an act of humanity.

If this man of deep faith
dies in a Hong Kong prison,
his family will bear the deep-
est pain. But the loss will
reach much further. Hong
Kong will lose one of its
bravest sons, China will lose
an opportunity to demon-
strate confidence through
compassion, and a unique op-
portunity to rebuild some
measure of trust between
this world’s two most influ-
ential countries, will be lost.

Mr. Wolfowitz is a distin-
guished visiting fellow at the
Hoover Institution. He served
as deputy defense secretary,
2001-05.

We have an on culture and on dem-
anding performance. I think the faith in the culture . . .
allowed us to evolve without needing to revolutionize
what we were doing.” Mr. Lurie’s approach appears to
have worked. The Eagles have been to three Super Bowls
in the past decade.

Mat Ishbia, the governor of Phoenix’s men’s and women’s
basketball teams—the Suns and the Mercury—says to trust
your instincts: “Set the tone with what you believe in your
business, and execute that vision regardless of what other
people say, and youw'll probably be happier with the out-
come.” John Stanton, who has been a telecommunications
executive and is now the managing partner of the Seattle
Mariners, says he learned “from business and from baseball
that you need to build a team and that people contribute in
different ways.” Mr. Stanton highlights the importance of
player chemistry and leadership in a clubhouse: “Every team
needs a mayor and it needs a sheriff. The mayor has the role
of bringing people in and keeping people together and keep-
ing them connected, and the sheriff has the role of enforcing
the rules and accountability.”

Mr. Rubenstein offers no unified theory of successful
team ownership, but he notes a number of important
traits, including a genuine passion for the sport, a sense
of civic duty and “a relative lack of concern about day-to-
day profits compared to longer-term value.” He asks Tony
Ressler, the principal owner of basketball’s Atlanta Hawks,
whether he would recommend sports ownership to his
friends. “Not if you have to live off the earnings of your
franchise,” Mr. Ressler says, “and not if you get frustrated
easily from disappointment.”

Mr. Shribman, a former executive editor of the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette, is a scholar in residence at Carnegie
Mellon University.

George Steinbrenner on Priorities

“Winning is the most important thing in my life, after
breathing. Breathing first, winning next.”
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Republicans Are Running on Empty

increasing dismay as their midterm

prospects worsen. Alas, their response
is to compound the disarray
with policy mistakes that
won’t help the economy or
their political prospects—to
wit, calling for a ban on diesel-
fuel exports.

“T've said let’s not send out
the diesel. We make a lot of diesel,” President
Trump said Tuesday. Polls show Democrats
ahead in Senate races in Iowa, Ohio, Michigan,
North Carolina, Maine, Alaska and Texas and
within striking distance in Kansas and Ne-
braska. Republicans could lose as many as eight
Senate seats.

Mr. Trump won most of these states by dou-
ble digits in 2024. Yet his approval rating has
collapsed in the heartland as in the rest of the
country, especially among independents. So it’s
understandable that Republicans are trying to
differentiate themselves from the President.
The problem is they are compromising core con-
servative principles.

Michigan GOP Senate nominee Mike Rogers,
a stalwart foreign policy hawk when he served
in Congress, on Monday called for an end to the
war in Iran. “The war with Iran needs to end and
end quickly,” he said in a new video. “When it
does, energy costs will plummet. But Michigan
families can't afford to wait for that to happen.
We need to do something now.”

Mr. Rogers also urged a ban on American die-
sel exports until the war ends. He was echoed
by Iowa Rep. Ashley Hinson, who is running to
replace Republican Sen. Joni Ernst. “lowans are
being squeezed and shouldn’t have to foot the
bill at the pump or the checkout line for the war
in Iran,” she said Monday.

Towa Sen. Chuck Grassley endorsed a diesel ex-
port ban over the weekend, and Senate Majority
Leader John Thune said he’s open to the idea. Cue
President Trump, who jumped on this Amtrak as
it was leaving the station. Did he consult execu-
tives in the energy industry? They would have told
him this political gambit would backfire.

A diesel self-embargo is a bad idea for many
of the same reason Republicans criticized Joe
Biden’s “pause” on new liquefied natural gas
exports. The U.S. is the world’s largest exporter
of diesel, selling about 15 million barrels
abroad a day, mostly from the Gulf Coast. Pro-
ponents of a ban say this would increase U.S.

Republicans are watching the polls with

The panic to ban diesel
exports reveals their
electoral trouble.

supply and thus push down prices.

But there’s not enough pipeline capacity to
move the diesel in the Gulf Coast that is nor-
mally exported to the North-
east and California, or for that
matter to significantly boost
flows to the Midwest. A ban on
exports would increase global
diesel prices, which would
smack Americans living in
coastal areas that rely on imports.

Diesel would pile up in Gulf Coast storage,
prompting refineries to reduce run rates. That
would lower the production of gasoline and
jet fuel, whose prices would rise. Limiting ex-
ports would also signal the U.S. is an unreli-
able trade partner and might prompt allies to
diversify diesel supply, perhaps by buying
more from China. If Democrats win the White
House in 2028, they’ll use GOP support for a
diesel export ban to justify reinstating the Bi-
den LNG embargo.

‘Americans are feeling the squeeze of higher
fuel prices, and the pain is especially acute for
farmers who use diesel to power equipment.
Diesel prices have surged amid supply disrup-
tions from the Iran war, and Russia’s new ban
on diesel exports.

But if Republicans want to reduce diesel
prices fast, they’d suspend or scrap the renew-
able fuel standard (aka ethanol mandate). The
biofuel blending requirements add between 30
and 40 cents to every gallon of diesel. Refineries
have to blend increasing amounts of biofuels
into products or buy regulatory credits to com-
ply with quotas.

If GOP candidates want to separate them-
selves from Mr. Trump on an unpopular policy,
they could criticize his tariffs, which are raising
costs for, and have prompted foreign retaliation
against, U.S. farmers. A recent Emerson College
poll found that 58% of lowans oppose Mr.
Trump’s latest tariffs on Canada, including 30%
of Republicans.

But calling for an end to the war in Iran sig-
nals to the mullahs and their proxies in the re-
gion that Republicans are losing patience with
the war and time is on Iran’s side. That could en-
courage them to ramp up attacks on oil tankers
and energy infrastructure. The result: Higher
gasoline and diesel prices.

The broader problem is that Republicans lack
a policy agenda to run on. They’re finding out
the hard way what a mistake that is.

Federal School Choice Could Be Huge

epublicans said it was a big deal when

they passed a new federal tax credit for

school choice. How big? Assuming 10%
participation by eligible donors, scholarship
funds could hit $18.8 billion, a new report says,
or roughly 24% of federal K-12 spending. It’s
“more than the federal tax benefits each year
for charitable giving to every school, college,
and university combined.”

Yowzer. The program, passed in the One Big
Beautiful Bill, will soon give federal taxpayers
a credit up to $1,700 if they donate to state-ap-
proved scholarship groups. Patrick Graff, a se-
nior fellow at the American Federation for Chil-
dren, did the math using IRS data to see how
much funding this setup could produce.

He calculates that roughly 100 million tax-
payers could get the entire $1,700, while an-
other 21 million could receive a partial sum. If
they all donated the full amount of their credit
eligibility, it would yield $187.9 billion a year for
scholarships. And if the Treasury Department’s
forthcoming rules let married couples combine
for a total $3,400 credit, Mr. Graff estimates an-
other $75 billion could be donated.

Since most Americans don’t closely follow
tax policy, getting word out about the credit will
take effort, with teachers unions running inter-
ference. Yet $18.8 billion from even 10% partici-
pation would be serious scholarship money, and

ditto if a 5% rate produces $9.4 billion.

States with similar scholarship credits report
donor participation from about 1% to 3% of tax-
payers, Mr. Graff says, but there’s “good reason”
to think the federal figure will be higher. State
programs often have overall funding caps that
effectively restrict donors. The federal credit
doesn’t, so the only limit is demand.

While federal taxpayers anywhere can do-
nate, states must opt into the program before
their students can benefit. So far 19 mostly
Democratic states, plus Washington, D.C., have
declined. Mr. Graff’s report estimates their tax-
payers have about $83 billion in scholarship
giving capacity. That money could soon be flow-
ing elsewhere because donors in a a state that
opts out can still give to qualified recipients in
other states.

How will Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro ex-
plain that he passed up $747 million to help his
state’s families, assuming 10% donor participa-
tion? At that rate, California would forgo $2.25
billion, Illinois $743 million and Michigan $549
million. From the state’s view, that’s giving up
“free money,” as Colorado Gov. Jared Polis put
it when he opted in.

A mere 32% of U.S. adults said they were sat-
isfied with K-12 education in a recent Gallup
poll, a new low. Education needs a shake-up, in-
cluding funding that follows parents’ choices.

Trump’s U.N. Message to the World

at the United Nations. Instead the drama

of President Trump’s speech to the an-
nual meetings of the General
Assembly was largely limited
to his threat to “annihilate”
Iran’s regime. Which would be
more credible if we and the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps hadn’t heard it several
times by now.

Beyond the bluster, Iran’s rulers will focus on
one point from the speech. “I believe we’ll make
a deal right after the election, because it doesn’t
make sense for [the Iranians] not to,” Mr. Trump
said. “They’re waiting to see how I do in the
midterm election. What they don’t realize is
that ’'m not running. . .. When it comes to Iran,
[the election] doesn’t even enter my mind. The
only thing that does is that Iran will never have
a nuclear weapon.”

The President then had to stop for applause,
ararity at the U.N. Perhaps Iran’s firing missiles
and drones on its neighbors, rather than merely
undermining them via proxy militias, has been
noticed.

There’s no guarantee Iran’s regime will wise
up after the elections and hand over its nuclear
stockpile, or drop its demand to own the Strait
of Hormuz. If Mr. Trump thinks there is, he may
be as surprised as he was previously by Iran’s re-
fusal to honor a cease-fire deal.

On the other hand, the killers in Tehran may
also wonder if the President means what he says

T here was no escalator sabotage this year

He says the pressure of
U.S. midterm elections
won’t save Iran’s regime.

about continuing the war through or past the mid-
terms. That means at least six more weeks of
blockading Iran’s ports. The U.S. election is sup-
posed to be the regime’s deci-
sive leverage, forcing Mr. Trump
to quit the fight before Iran can
no longer bear the pressure.

Iran’s state-run media em-
phasize the regime’s desire to
defeat Mr. Trump in the mid-
terms. But even after a drubbing in Congress, Mr.
Trump will have two years left in office, with no
political threat hanging over his head. What will
stop him from prosecuting the war with less re-
straint, especially as the U.S. escorts more oil
through the Strait of Hormuz?

Unless, that is, the President stops himself.
This can’t be discounted. Later on Tuesday he
said a three-hour meeting with Iran’s represen-
tatives had gone “very well,” raising hopes for
diplomacy. But Mr. Trump has shifted from anni-
hilation to peace in our time, back and forth, so
many times that exhausted Americans don’t
know what to believe. It's one reason that even
some Republican candidates are calling for an
end to the war.

Iranis going to heed what the President does,
not what he threatens to do. When the annihil

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

International Law Abandons Its Foundations

Orde Kittrie and Andres Munoz-
Mosquera’s op-ed, “The ICJ’s Perni-
cious Plan to Redefine Genocide”
(Sept. 14), highlights a concerning
shift in the practice of international
law at the United Nation’s Interna-
tional Court of Justice.

The authority of the ICJ was built on
the precise legal definitions established
by figures like Raphael Lemkin, who
coined “genocide,” and Sir Hersch Laut-
erpacht, who helped shaped the concept
of “crimes against humanity.” Both care-
fully limited these terms in the wake of
‘World War IL The political flexibility
now applied to these concepts by plain-
tiffs at international tribunals under-
mines the significance of their contribu-
tions to jurisprudence.

International institutions have in-
creasingly strayed from their founda-
tional principles. Heretofore accepted
standards are being replaced by
poorly articulated political sentiment.
This approach, cloaked in a faux moral
neutrality, serves to paralyze the ap-
plication of international law.

International law relies entirely on
the willingness to enforce it. The

U.N.’s unimpressive record of enforce-
ment makes it virtually impossible for
the noble aspirations of its founding
states to function in practice. Distort-
ing core legal terms through a new
epistemology further removes the in-
stitution from being taken seriously in
international adjudication.

TvaN BERKOWITZ

New York

If the ICJ expands the concept of
genocide in a way unacceptable to the
U.S., the best solution would be for
the USS. to withdraw from the 1948
Genocide Convention.

The U.S. should also speak with coun-
tries that claim universal jurisdiction
over ide. If their law i
tracks the ICJ definition, it should urge
those countries to narrow it.

The ICJ plays an important role
well beyond possible rulings against
genocide. For example, it can rule on
maritime boundary disputes. Weaken-
ing the court over one issue could un-
dermine those broader functions.

BrucE COUCHMAN
Toronto

Don’t Mistake DOGE Destruction for Reform

Tyler Hassen is right that govern-
ment should be accountable for tax-
payer dollars (“DOGE Works. Let's
Keep It Going,” op-ed, Sept. 17). But
the past 20 months have exposed a
difference between reforming govern-
ment and dismantling its capacity to
serve the public.

DOGE drove experienced civil ser-
vants out of government, disrupted crit-
ical programs and weakened govern-
ment’s ability to deliver results. At the
Interior Department, the consequences
are devastating: reduced services in na-
tional parks, wildlife refuges and public
lands, and there are fewer scientists
protecting us from natural disasters.

Federal workforce data show that
agencies responsible for public lands
have lost more than 27% of their work-
force between September 2024 and
February 2026. A nonpartisan Partner-
ship for Public Service survey found
that more than 60% of Interior employ-
ees said their units were worse at meet-
ing stakeholder needs than the year be-
fore. Meanwhile, the National Park
Service has diverted at least $90 million

in park-entry fees to Washington, even
as the national park system faces a $24
billion deferred-maintenance backlog.

These aren’t abstract numbers.
They represent park rangers, scien-
tists and other professionals who keep
visitors safe, maintain trails and facili-
ties, monitor wildlife and help commu-
nities prepare for disasters. U.S. Forest
Service staffing losses have similarly
constrained wildfire-prevention work
and outdoor recreation services.

Good-faith efforts to streamline
government can improve how agen-
cies operate. But dismantling the peo-
ple and expertise required to carry out
their missions isn’t efficiency; it’s di-
minished capacity.

Effective government requires lead-
ers who understand how to manage or-
ganizations, protect institutional exper-
tise and deliver essential services.
Reform should strengthen that capacity,
not mistake its destruction for savings.

SaLLY JEWELL
Seattle

Ms. Jewell was Secretary of the In-

terior 2013-17.

Give the Young Ownership of Their Retirement

Joseph Sternberg’s column “Republi-
cans’ Pre-Emptive Social Security Sur-
render” (Political Economics, Sept. 18)
misses the bigger picture: Social Secu-
rity can’t be meaningfully “reformed”
because its basic structure is flawed.

Social Security is a pay-as-you-go
system. Payroll taxes collected from
today’s workers and their employers
finance benefits for today’s retirees. In
effect, it is a legal intergenerational
chain letter: Future workers must be
taxed to finance the benefits promised
to today’s workers when they retire. A
private investment firm couldn’t le-
gally operate such a scheme.

A sound retirement system should al-
low workers to accumulate real savings
and invest in stocks, bonds and other
productive assets. The solution is to end
Social Security payroll taxes for younger
workers and allow them to build private
retirement accounts. Current beneficia-

An Accountability Test for AI

James Taranto is right that artifi-
cial intelligence is a tool, not an au-
thorial verdict (“Al: Ghostwriter in
the Machine,” op-ed, Sept. 19). The
more useful question isn’t whether Al
assisted with a piece, but whether the
person whose name appears on it can
honestly claim its ideas, verify its
facts and defend its conclusions.

Writers have always relied on edi-
tors, researchers and colleagues to
sharpen their work. Al can serve
some of those functions with remark-
able speed. But assistance becomes
substitution when the named author
contributes little more than a prompt
and an approval—or presents bor-
rowed expertise, experiences or con-
victions as his own.

This distinction matters because
authorship isn’t merely credit for ar-
ranging words. It is an act of ac-
countability. A byline tells readers: I
mean this. I have examined it. I will
answer for it.

No detector can reliably determine
whether that promise has been kept.
Editors and readers will still need
what Mr. Taranto prescribes: human
Jjudgment. But that judgment should
be guided by a simple principle—Al
may help us find and express our
voice; it shouldn’t become a means of
impersonating one.

SETH EISENBERG
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Mr. Eisenberg is a former chair-

man of the National Writers Union.

tion talk rings false, it hurts U.S. deterrence
around the world. It also hurts Mr. Trump at
home because it doesn’t look like the U.S. is win-
ning. He’s better off explaining his strategy to
win the war and for seeing it through—before
and after the midterms.

Letters intended for publication should
t :

number, A
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

ries and workers nearing retirement
could continue receiving benefits on a
pro-rata basis, financed during the tran-
sition from general revenues.

Those revenues could be generated
by eliminating corporate welfare,
phasing out unnecessary federal pro-
grams and reducing spending outside
the federal government’s constitution-
ally authorized functions. Abolishing
taxes on interest, dividends and capi-
tal gains would further encourage pri-
vate saving and investment.

The issue isn’t reforming Social Se-
curity, but replacing its flawed financ-
ing structure.

MURRAY SABRIN
Assaciated scholar, Mises Institute
Naples, Fla.

Let the Kid Have the Cookie

“Nothing Blows Up a Parent Group
Like a Fight Over School Snacks”
(Page One, Sept. 17) captures the anxi-
ety fueled by fearmongering around
the word “processed.” Speaking as
both a registered dietitian and a
grandmother, I believe we need to
stop creating fear around food, and let
children be children.

Our job as parents and grandpar-
ents shouldn’t be to police every bite
our children or their classmates eat.
We should lead by example, offer nu-
tritious options when we can, and
teach kids how to navigate a world
that also includes cupcakes, cookies
and birthday parties.

No single snack determines the
quality of a child’s diet. What matters
far more is their overall eating pattern
and the habits they develop over time.
Nutrition isn’t black and white, and
treating certain foods as something to
fear may do more harm than the occa-
sional Oreo ever could.

Keri Gans, MS, RDN
Chatham, N.J.

Pepper ...
And Salt

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

“Hey pal, this is a partridge tree,
got it?”
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OPINION

Beijing Turns AI Against Tibetans Worldwide

By Richard Gere

hina’s new Ethnic Unity

and Progress Law promises

to extend Beijing’s repres-

sion beyond China’s bor-

ders, I recently warned in
these pages. We now have a disturb-
ing glimpse of what that could mean
for Americans.

Anthropic reported this month
that it had disrupted a Chinese-gov-
ernment-aligned operation using ar-
tificial intelligence to investigate re-
ligious leaders and diaspora
communities abroad. Its targets in-
cluded the International Campaign

constitutionally protected.

Anthropic says the actors used
Claude to ingest information in mul-
tiple languages, monitor social me-
dia, map organizations and individu-
als, and produce state-security-style
intelligence dossiers. The reports
cataloged personal information and
points of leverage that can eventu-
ally be exploited.

Tibetans were targeted alongside
Catholic leaders across Asia, Taiwan-
ese Christians, Falun Gong practitio-
ners and other religious and diaspora
communities. In separate operations,
Anthropic found China-based secu-
rity actors using Al to monitor over-

for Tibet, the

seas and civil-society or-

tion I chair, which works to promote
human rights and democratic free-
dom for the Tibetan people.

Anthropic uncovers a
Beijing-aligned operation
targeting my organization
among other dissidents.

That a foreign government used
U.S. technology to gather intelligence
on U.S. organizations operating do-
mestically should concern Ameri-
cans. Targets included people and or-
ganizations whose activities—
practicing their faith, advocating
human rights, holding governments
accountable to commitments—are

ganizations, identifying individuals
for potential “control,” including sur-
veillance, pressure, intimidation and
other measures intended to con-
strain their activities.

For Tibetans, the danger is clear.
Being outside China doesn’t make
you safe from Beijing’s repression.
China’s disturbing new Ethnic Unity
and Progress Law claims authority
over certain speech and activities
outside China, and Chinese officials
have explicitly defended that reach.

No public information proves the
intelligence operation Anthropic un-
covered was conducted under this
law, but the combination is trou-
bling: Beijing is claiming greater
reach abroad just as Al makes it far
easier to find and monitor people en-
gaged in speech and activities that
Beijing perceives as a threat.

Tibetans protest

For decades, China’s repression of
Tibetans has involved controlling
physical space: ies, schools,

i Jinping’s visit to New Delhi.

more people at far lower cost.
Surveillance once focused on
i critics can now extend to

communities. Tibetans who escaped
across the Himalayas built new lives
and institutions beyond Beijing’s im-
mediate reach, most importantly in
India, home to His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and the Tibetan exile commu-
nity for more than six decades. Al
threatens to undermine the protec-
tion gained from going abroad.
Beijing has long monitored Tibet-
ans outside China. What is changing
is the scale: Work that once required
teams of analysts is increasingly
done by a single operator using Al
allowing governments to track far

entire communities. Tibetans thou-
sands of miles from China may have
to consider whether attending a
demonstration, practicing their reli-
gion or speaking publicly puts them
or their families on Beijing’s radar.

President Trump meets Xi Jinping
in Washington this week. The two
countries are already discussing the
risks posed by AL The use of Al by
governments to monitor people be-
yond their borders belongs in that
conversation,

Mr. Trump should directly raise
with Mr. Xi China’s efforts to target

people outside China. He should
make clear that Beijing can’t use Chi-
nese law, or American technology, to
investigate and intimidate people in
the U.S. for lawful speech, religious
practice or political activity.

Congress should ask Anthropic
and other leading Al companies what
they are seeing. Are foreign govern-
ments using American Al systems to
profile people in the U.S.? Are they
mapping religious communities, ad-
vocacy organizations and political
movements?

Anthropic deserves credit for de-
tecting these operations, terminating
their accounts, and sharing what it
learns. Other AI companies should
treat state-sponsored surveillance
and transnational repression as a
distinct category of misuse.

The competition between the U.S.
and China over Al is often described
as a race for technological suprem-
acy. But American leadership has
never rested on technology alone. It
also rests on what we choose to do
with that power and what principles
we defend as new technologies re-
shape the world.

The U.S. helped lead the world
into the age of AL It now has an im-
portant role in helping ensure this
technology expands human possibil-
ity rather than the reach of China’s
or any other country’s repression.

VIPRYASSOUIATED PRESS

Mr. Gere is an actor and chair-
man of the International Campaign
for Tibet.

Surprise: Racial Crime Disparities Have Narrowed a Lot

Did you know that
incarceration rates
and racial dispari-
ties in the prison
population declined
in the US. for the
first two decades of

Ed};)‘;lAL]}I':Y the 21st century?
-By oy Youw'd have heard
Riley “ about it if the re-

verse were true, but
mainstream media
have little interest in highlighting
racial progress when Republicans
control the White House. Moreover,
this trend undermines the left’s in-
sistence that our criminal-justice
system—from police officers to
pr to the i
guidelines—is stacked against black
people.

Nevertheless, a study published
last month in the academic journal
Nature Human Behaviour, “Why
America’s Prisons Are Shrinking
and Racial Gaps Are Closing,” de-
serves more attention. The authors,
Jason Robey of the University of
lowa and Michael Light of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, analyzed data
on crimes, arrests and prison ad-
missions between 2000 and 2019.
The state imprisonment rate in
2019 was the lowest it had been

since 1988, and it had shrunk by
20% since 2007.

As noteworthy, black-white gaps
in arrests and imprisonment have
narrowed due to significant de-
creases in black criminal behavior.
“For violent and property offences,
the reduction in prison admissions
corresponds primarily with sub-
stantial declines in crime rates, not
changes in policing or case process-
ing,” the authors note. “This was
particularly true for Black individu-
als, for whom the substantial reduc-
tion in violent prison admissions
can be entirely attributed to a large
reduction in violent crime.” From
2000 to 2019, the overall violent-
crime rate fell 32%. The prison ad-
mission rate for violent offenses de-
clined 20% among whites. For
blacks, it decreased 43%, which was
driven “exclusively” by a 47% re-
duction in black violent crime, ac-
cording to the study.

The trends in drug arrests tell a
similar story of narrowing racial in-
equality. In 2000, blacks were 12
times as likely as whites to go to
prison for a drug offense. By 2019,
that disparity had fallen to less
than 3 to 1. “For Black indivil

to 2019, whereas for White individ-
uals, it declined only 13% from its
peak in 2005," Mr. Robey and Mr.
Light report.

One of the few journalists to
write about these findings is
Charles Lane of the American En-
terprise Institute, who concluded
that the conventional “mass incar-
ceration” narrative on the political

In 2000-19, the prison-
admission rate for violent
crime dropped 20% for
whites, 43% for blacks.

left “needs to catch up with the
facts.” Mr. Lane speculated that we
may be “in the midst of a long-term
shift toward both less violent crime
and less incarceration,” which “very
well might never have occurred if
we really had defunded police or
abolished prisons.”

I hope Mr. Lane is proved right,
but don’t expect the attacks on the
criminal justice system to stop. Peo-

the prison admission rate for drug
offences declined by 75% from 2000

ple with an i agenda are
seldom dissuaded by factual evi-
dence, however voluminous. Recall

that the past two decades of falling
black crime and incarceration rates
coincided with the rise of the Black
Lives Matter movement, which in-
sisted that law enforcement was
targeting people based on nothing
more than skin color.

Political activists who trade in
racial division pushed a demonstra-
bly dishonest narrative about race
and policing, opportunistic elected
officials played along, and a compli-
ant media turned people such as
Michael Brown, Freddie Gray, Phi-
lando Castile and Breonna Taylor
into household names. Ta-Nehisi
Coates lectured us about America’s
disregard for “black bodies.” Ibram
Kendi received $55 million to open
the Center for Antiracist Research
at Boston University. The New York
Times tried to pass off the “1619
Project” as serious scholarship.

When George Floyd was killed
during an encounter with police in
2020, he was heralded as a black
everyman. The nationwide civil
disorder that followed his death
caused billions of dollars in prop-
erty damages. Professional athletes
refused to stand for the national
anthem to demonstrate solidarity.
Employers instituted mandatory
diversity training. Newspapers be-

gan capitalizing “Black.”

Yet all the while, data showed
that racial imbalances in the crimi-
nal-justice system were diminishing.
Police were targeting criminals, not
black people, and fewer blacks were
in fact being arrested and impris-
oned as law-breaking ebbed. There’s
been no epidemic of racially moti-
vated policing in recent decades,
merely anecdotal evidence ampli-
fied by social media and reporters
with a political agenda. Crime in-
creased during the pandemic, but
the downward trend in the 21st cen-
tury has since resumed, and the
2026 homicide rate is on pace to
reach a historic low.

Messrs. Robey and Light under-
stand that police officers aren’t
above reproach and that racism in
this country still exists. Nor do they
claim that our criminal justice sys-
tem is flawless. Still, pretending
that the real threat to public safety
comes from cops rather than crimi-
nals is not only wrongheaded but
dangerous, especially for low-in-
come black people, who are far
more likely than other groups to be-
come victims of violent crimes. The
professors have performed a public
service, even if it is unlikely to win
them any popularity contests.

Hostages Like Me Were Also ‘NAZA’—Collateral Damage

By Omer Shem Tov

know what it is like to be col-
lateral damage. For 505 days,
that’s what I was.

The anti-Israel documentary
“NAZA”—the Hebrew acronym for
“collateral damage”—won the Spe-
cial Jury Prize at the Venice Film
Festival this month. The film hasn’t
been released in Israel, and I haven't
seen it. “NAZA,” which is based on
interviews with anonymous Israeli
soldiers and intelligence officers,
portrays a war in which Palestinian
civilians were killed needlessly, even
deliberately. What brought this war
to Gaza—Hamas’s Oct. 7, 2023, mas-
sacre and hostage-taking—is largely
outside the frame.

Hamas kidnapped me from the
Nova music festival on Oct. 7 and
held me in Gaza for 505 days, much
of that time in apartments in active
combat zones. There was much to
fear in captivity. Hunger. My cap-
tors. Never seeing my family again.
But I also feared the Israeli air
force. The Israeli pilots overhead
had no idea where I was. Sometimes
when my captors expected an Israeli
attack was coming, they fled and
left me behind. If an Israeli bomb
killed me, Hamas would win twice: I

would be dead, and Israel would be
responsible.

One of my captors told me his
mother had received a phone call
warning her to leave her home be-
cause an Israeli strike might put her
in danger. The call came from the Is-
rael Defense Forces. Hamas knew

If an Israeli bomb killed
me, Hamas would win
twice: I'd be dead, Israel
would be responsible.

where 1 was and left me to die. Is-
rael didn’t know my location, but it
knew where my captor’s mother was
and called to make sure she wasn’t
killed accidentally. There I was—kid-
napped, starved and tortured by her
son—while my army was trying to
keep his mother alive.

Israel desperately wanted me
home. But not at any price. There
were Palestinian civilians between
Israel and me. So Israel dropped
leaflets, sent messages, made phone
calls and ordered evacuations. It
tried to minimize NAZA, or collat-
eral damage.
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I also saw what death meant to
the other side. One day, my captors
celebrated after Hamas fighters
killed Israeli soldiers. The next day,
Israel bombed the area where I was
being held. The explosions came
about 10 seconds apart. 1 was terri-
fied. The terrorist beside me was
delighted. To him, every explosion
was proof of success: Look what we
made Israel do. Look how much we
hurt them. I understood something
then. For Hamas, destruction itself
could be victory. As long as there
was death on either side, Hamas
could win.

After I came home, I learned
that the numbers reflected some of
what I had seen. The United Na-
tions has reported that when explo-
sive weapons are used in populated
areas, around 90% of those killed
and injured are civilians. Although
the exact ratio in Gaza is disputed,
Israeli military officials and U.S.
analysts have estimated between
1.5 and 2 Palestinian civilians killed
for every combatant—low for war-
fare this intense in an urban battle-

field. That didn’t happen by acci-
dent. Warnings, evacuations and
decisions not to strike saved Pales-
tinian lives. Israel also paid a price
for these careful decisions. They
gave Hamas time. They exposed Is-
raeli soldiers to greater danger.
And they left hostages like me
waiting longer.

A dead Palestinian child isn’'t
made less dead by a statistic. But
neither should we ignore what Israel
risked to reduce that number. If Is-
rael had cared less about NAZA, per-
haps [ would have come home
sooner. Fewer Israeli soldiers might
have died. Fewer hostages might
have died. But more Palestinians
would have.

That is why “NAZA” troubles me.
In Venice, the film received a stand-
ing ovation that lasted more than 24
minutes, As a former hostage, those
minutes felt like a shower of knives.
Not because the film shows Pales-
tinian suffering, which is real and
deserves to be seen. What hurts is
that the film, as it has been re-
ported, doesn’t seem to see me.

The Right Attitude at

By Mike Kerrigan

strange thought occurred to

me recently on a business trip

to Los Angeles from my home

in Charlotte, N.C. As takeoff neared,

the flight attendant reminded pas-

sengers to put their devices on air-

plane mode to disable wireless trans-

mission. Suddenly 1 realized
something.

I'm a good flier for a bad reason.
Back on land, 1 sweat a lot of the
small stuff. I think I'm in control
when 'm not. Then I grow frustrated
when life doesn’t conform to my
wishes. Yet on airplanes—if only
there—I've made peace with the fact
that I'm not in control; the pilot is.

It is the right attitude at altitude.
There is, in fact, little I can do about
bad weather or, heaven forbid, any-

thing worse happening at 35,000 feet.
But as a philosophy it is no less sound
on the ground, where I spend most of
my life but don’t practice it well.

My happiness in flight comes from
aligning my will to the pilot’s. I spend
no time in the cabin questioning or-
ders from the cockpit. I know I'm on
a journey and following instructions
will get me to my destination safely
and surely.

How strange then to understand
this in physical motion, the flight
path of my body, but to question it in
metaphysical motion, the flight path
of my soul. Yet that’s exactly what I
do. By baggage claim, I'm back to

inki the sovereign self is in
charge.

But self-surrender isn’t giving
something up. It is receiving some-
thing greater in return, resulting in

It sees the suffering in Gaza, but
not what brought the war there:
Hamas’s planning, the murder of
families on Oct. 7, the people
dragged from their homes and a mu-
sic festival. None of that seems to
create much of a moral dilemma for
the film’s writers. In that story, per-
haps I am NAZA too. Collateral dam-
age. A Jewish hostage who could
have been left to rot in a Hamas
tunnel, or murdered alongside my
friends at Nova, because fighting to
free me, and to protect Israelis from
the people who did this, is itself
treated as morally suspect.

Military power, weapons and
technology matter. But a society’s
ability to defend itself must depend
on something simpler: the moral
clarity to know that it has the right
to do so. There must never be an-
other Oct. 7. We have the right to
ensure there isn’t. And we shouldn’t
be ashamed of it.

Mr. Shem Tov is author of “Meet-
ing Myself in Hell,” a memoir of his
time in captivity.

Altitude

spiritual addition by subtraction. It's
realizing I'm no more the captain on
the ground than I am on trips to LAX.
This alignment of will, mine to God’s,
will simply take me where I want to
go the fastest.

In “The Great Divorce,” C.S. Lewis,
as he often does, said it best: “There
are only two kinds of people in the
end: those who say to God, “Thy will
be done,’ and those to whom God
says, in the end, ‘Thy will be done.’ ”
1t is high time I started practicing it
on the ground.

‘When I travel, I'll continue turning
off my devices before takeoff. But af-
ter landing safely, 1 think I'll start
keeping my life on airplane mode a
little longer.

Mr. Kerrigan is an attorney in
Charlotte, N.C.
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Here in America, we have a
longstanding tradition of political
debate.

Think Lincoln-Douglas and
Kennedy-Nixon.

We expect our leaders to be
able to navigate public speaking
and take fire in front of a crowd.
Thatis, after all, abig part of the
gig. If you can’t cutit squaring off
against your opponents, how can
you presume to govern?

The great American debate
is falling out of fashion, as more
politicians choose to opt out of
this most important of political
traditions.

That’sabad thing for voters
and our democracy.

We feel this acutely. During
election season, the board hosts
candidate endorsement conver-
sations in person, virtually orin
questionnaire form. We find it
particularly disappointing when
candidates refuse to show up to
debates with their peers, as was
the case yesterday with Chicago
Public Schools board president
candidate Hilario Dominguez,
‘who pulled out of our endorse-
ment meeting 35 minutes before
the start with no reason given.
The three other candidates came
together for arigorous — yet civil
—debate.

Dropping out at the last minute
is certainly a dramatic choice
— though it pales in compari-
son to sending a junior staffer to
lambast us on our home turfas
one far-left candidate did during
primary season — and it certainly
means Dominguez gets to avoid
the lion’s den. But it exposes an
unwillingness on a cowardly
candidate’s part to put them-
selves in challenging situation:

EDITORIALS

Who's afraid of a big, bad debate?

THE
INCUMBENT
15 AHEAD IN

THE POLLS...

nor’s heavy-handed push to get
hisli elected to the

Like, say, corralling the Chicago
School Board, which makes
speaking to us look like attending
ateaparty.

Debate ghosting, as we'll call it,
certainly advantages the leading
candidate. When you're ahead, it
can pay to avoid unforced errors.

Just ask Don Tracy, the Repub-
lican running for U.S. Senate
against Lt. Gov. Juliana Strat-
ton. He’s made his opponent’s
unwillingness to face off a leading
campaign talking point.

While Stratton has committed
to adebate on WI'TW, Chicago’s
local public television channel,
that'sit.

We have had our differences
with Stratton and how she’s run
her campaign, and plenty of folks
within the Democratic Party
aren’t too keen with the gover-

Senate. But to her great credit,
she was willing to meet with us
during primary endorsements
and articulate her vision for the
job, should she be elected to
Congress.

We wish she’d do the same
for regular voters, opting to take
the stage a little more often, or at
least in a setting outside friendly
confines. She does, after all, have
plenty of constituents all over the
rest of the state. We’re guessing
plenty of them would like to hear
where she stands on the issues,
beyond ads and platitudes.

In truth, it’s Stratton’s race
to lose. Tracy has much more to
gain by hitting the stage. So what?
If Stratton wants supporters to
feel confident in their vote, why
not show them what you've got?

The same criticism extends

DER#TE.

to other candidates, including
former U.S. Rep. Melissa Bean,
who is running to reclaim her old
8th Congressional District seat.
Bean at the last minute dropped
out of last Saturday’s League of
‘Women Voters debate against
her Republican opponent Jenni-
fer Davis, citing a “scheduling
conflict.” We are happy she has
agreed to meet with us.

Lest we imply that thisisa
Democrat-only problem, plenty
of Republicans are doing the
same thing.

Darren Bailey this spring
declined to debate his primary
opponents Ted Dabrowski, Rick
Heinder and James Mendrick,
winning the primary election
soundly anyway.

Bailey is rightfully upset that
Gov. JB Pritzker has apparently
declined to debate him and has
agreed only to a single “forum”

on WTTW, which does not typi-
callyreach alarge downstage
audience. We’d hope arrange-
ments are being made for wider
distribution.

Downstate U.S. Rep. Mary
Milleralso demurred when it
came to debates. We suspect
she didn’t want to have to take
onamore pragmatic, indepen-
dent-minded candidate in Judy
Bowlby, whom we endorsed.

Both Bailey and Miller won
their primaries handily, which
unfortunately reinforces bad
behavior. Namely, once you're
confident enough that you can
win, campaigning becomes less
about making your case to the
public and more about holding
your ground.

As campaigning increas-
ingly takes to social media as the
preferred way to capture voter
support, and as polarization

SCOTT STANTIS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

remains a pernicious problem,
candidates obviously sense they
can get away with ditching tradi-
tional debates. A Republican will
get Republican voters, a Democrat
will get Democratic voters.

That’s always been true. But
especially given the rise of inde-
pendents — 45%, according to
Gallup — we believe the old ways
still have value. Plenty of people
are open-minded enough to hear
somebody out. Debate is the great
equalizer, and there is simply no
hiding on stage once the lights
come on. That’s the point.

‘When a candidate is only will-
ing to speak into the echo cham-
ber, that’s abad sign. Illinois needs
more politicians willing to test
their mettle and share a stage, not
only championing their own ideas
but also signaling to voters that it’s
possible to disagree and treat the
other side with respect.

Is Bears’

It was the scream heard round
the NFL. Aswell asin awhole lot of
Chicago living rooms.

The Bears’ Caleb Williams
collapsed in a heap without being
contacted ona drenched Soldier
Field as his team was driving for a
potentially game-winning touch-
down Sunday. Ashe fell, helet out
ayowl. Fans feared the worst after
he was carted off the field, natu-
rally, and social-media speculation
abounded. Amateur diagnosticians
concluded everything from atorn
Achillestendontoatorn ACLtoa
torn hamstring.

Sowhen the great news
arrived the following day that
Williams had “merely” strained
his hamstring and was likely to
only miss maybe a couple of games,
the phony-outrage and ridicule
machine revved up fast on social
media.

Amid memes galore, the gist
ofthe online criticism was that
‘Williams was somehow soft for

Caleb Williams tough enough?

Bears quarterback Caleb Williams scrambles on a run before he suffered
an injury in the fourth quarter against the Vikings at Soldier Field on
Sunday. CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

reactingso dramatically in the
‘momentto his injury when it
turned out not to be season-end-
ing or something,. Naturally,

that prompted huffy defenses of

Williams from those in Chicago’s
sports talk galaxy. Two days later,
the “debate” was still raging.
‘We're all for dopey sports beefs
waged in good fun as a distraction

from the negativity that permeates

| somuch of our national discourse

these days. Butjudgingan athlete’s
pain response at the moment of

Are you?

Rams. Word Tuesday afternoon
‘was that he might need surgery.
‘We assume the social-media pain
specialists will waste little time

their injury? Inappropriatetosay ~ with their toughness assessments
the least. of the two young quarterbacks by
No one criticizing Williams comparing the two contrasting

from the outside knows what he
was experiencing nor do they
know whether his reaction wasn’t
in part frustration at not being able
to finish agame which he wason
the cusp of winning, despite the
Bears’ sorry play throughout much
oftheday.

And anyone who has watched
him play knows that question-
inghis toughness is absurd. As a
rookie, he was sacked 68 times! A
dubious Bears franchise record for
sure, but he got up each time and
played every game that season.

Meanwhile, Jaxson Dart, the
New York Giants’ quarterback,
limped off the field Monday night
with barely a grimace aftera
crunching hitby two Los Angeles

outcomes with theirin-the-mo-
mentreactions.

These are the kinds of yammer-
ings that in pre-internet times
would have occurred in abarroom
or alivingroom, leaving the utterer
to embarrass himselfonly in the
company of those around him.
Now, once posted, these insta-reac-
tions and hot takes are there forall
the online world tosee.

These are extraordinary athletes
who put their bodies and even
their future health on the line for
our entertainment. Bottom line is
that most regular human beings
absorbing the sort of punishment
Williams and other pro football
players experience on the regular
would find themselves in traction.

ON THIS DAY 116 YEARS AGO THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT

Bostonians have not gone into
raptures over the census figures. A
gain 0f 109,000 does not comfort
them, for their city still lags
behind St. Louis. But they console
themselves, as do the Baltimor-
eans, with the reflection that all
that really counts is the popula-
tion of the “metropolitan district.”
As the Boston Transcript says:
“No true test of Boston’s growth
can be afforded by any tabula-

tion confined to arbitrarily drawn
metropolitan boundaries.” Ithasa
wild belief that the greater Boston
is “doubtless again a rival of the
actual Chicago for position as the
second largest center of popula-
tion in the United States.” There
hasbeenno rivalry between the
two cities since 1870.

There is no doubt that Boston
would cut a more imposing figure
ifits suburban population were

taken into account. It would
outrank St. Louis. But when you
talk of the population of metropoli-
tan districts please do not over-
look Chicago’s district. It hasan
extensive one. The real population
of Chicago includes the commut-
ers who pour into the city on week
days from north, south and west.
They may spend their nights in
Evanston or out Oak Park way, or in
towns on the Burlington and Alton,

buthere is where they work and
where their interests are. But for
quick transportation their homes
would be within the city limits.
Some day the census enumer-
ators may go a little more into
details than they do now. They
may be directed to ascertain not
only where menssleep, but also
where they do business. Then
we should have a better under-
standing of the real population of

Chicago and other cities which
boast of being the center ofa
metropolitan district. They would
all make a much better showing
from New York down.

The showing Chicago would
make would be far ahead of that of
Boston. The growth of its metro-
politan district has not lagged
behind that of the city itself.

Tribune editorial board,
Sept. 23,1910
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Diesel sells for almost $7 at a gas station in Detroit on Tuesday. SARAH RICE/GETTY

Taking back Congress should be
a slam dunk for Democrats

Laura Washington

There may never be amore
favorable setup for amidterm
election cycle than the current
iteration.

Aswe rollinto the thick of this
year’s fall campaigns, Democrats
are all wringing their hands about
taking Congress back. We will get
the House, they stoutly declare,
thenadd a frail whisper that the
Senate could be along shot.

The Democrats are skeptical.
They need to get overit. They
should be exuberant.

There are many factors that
should make taking Congress back
aslam dunk.

Inflation is on fire. Go to the
store one day to buy anything.
Repeat the purchase next week,
and the price is higher. Gas prices?
Don'teven go there. Interest rates
are going up, and the 10-year Trea-
sury rate is near 5%, the highestin
years.

‘We're fighting with Tran. We're
crucifying Canada, our closestally
and neighbor to the north. Ameri-
cans are nervous about losing our
jobs to artificial intelligence and
robots.

Farmers are sobbingin the
soybean fields, thanks to President
Donald Trump’s notorious tariffs,
They can’t sell to China, their
largest customer. The Brazilians
are eating their lunch. And data
centers seem to be springingup
everywhere.

Votersdon'tlikeit, atall.
Trump’s response? Don’t worry,
be happy. Just wait — AT will puta
smile on your faces, he claims.

Good luck with that.

Serendipity in the form of
misfortune is shining on the
Democratic Party’s electoral pros-
pects. Itis time for the Dems to
stiffen their spines and aim high.

Republicans are beginning to
sense the slippage. When Federal
Reserve Chairman Kevin Warsh
raises interest rates, you know the
situational awareness of a major
defeat begins to emerge.

Republicans are starting to real-
ize that many of their president’s
actions are detrimental to their

extended political livelihoods. moment will be something to
Trump’s decision to back Ken relish.

Paxton, the GOP Senate nominee There’s one issue that the

in Texas, shows poor jud; hould hammer harder

The president is more concerned
with rewarding slavish loyalty
than supporting electability. Fail-
ingto recognize that flaw hasbeen
the downfall of emperors and
autocrats.

Trump's latest approval rating is
languishing at 38%, accordingtoa
new national poll from The New
York Times and Siena College, and
it has been there for months.

The Trump phalanx is begin-
ning to fray around the edges.
Even his most craven acolytes are
edging away. Take Darren Bailey,
the failed-but-trying-again Repub-
lican gubernatorial nominee in
Tllinois. They know the future does
not lie with Trump. The midterms
will tell the tale. It's in the biome,
and you can feel it.

So, this should be a magi-
calmoment for the Democrats.
Their good fortune is picking up
speed, as the increasingly scle-
rotic and daft president furiously
flails. Don’t be surprised if Trump
startsblaming the Iran war on
the Democrats. That corkscrew

— corruption. One thing Trump
does well is make money off the
backs of American taxpayers.

Backin 2021, Trump blasted
cryptocurrency, calling it a “scam.”
‘Things have changed. Trump
made more than $14 billion from
business dealings in cryptocur-
rency in 2025, accordingtoa
mandatory financial report.

In the disclosure, Trump
reported $635 million in royalties
from Celebration Coins, “thought
tobebehind the $TRUMP meme
coin which has plunged in value
since he launched it days before
taking office,” the BBC News
reported in July.

He also “earned more than
$236 million from token sales
that came through World Liberty
and another $197 million from an
equity sale ina crypto business
called Stak in Holdco,” Politico

contributions in the previous elec-
tion cycle, shows a study by Public
Citizen, a consumer advocacy
group.

“More than one-third ofall
corporate money contributed to
this year’s November elections,
and primary elections leadingup
to them, has come from the crypto
industry, making it the top corpo-
rate political spender,” Reuters
reported.

All that cash adds up to enor-
mous influence.

Beware. When the cock crows
once in the morning, everyone
tunesin. When the cock crows all
daylong, we bring out the shot-

guns.
Voters are barraged with such
amassive cacophony of ills that
they are becoming anesthetized to
the bad news. This is the moment
when Democratic leaders need to
bringitallinto focus.

Laura Washington is a political
and longtime

reported.

Meanwhile, as of June, the eryp-
tocurrency industry had doled out
$189 million to influence the 2026
midterms, which is outpacingits

c
Chicago journalist. Her columns
appear in the Tribune each
Wednesday. Write to her at
LauraLauraWashington@gmail.
com.

Ari Emanuel on rise of AT and how to handle the talented

By Chris Jones
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Ari Emanuel has a new book,
“Roll the Calls” The famous
Hollywood agent and entertain-
ment business owner spoke with
the Tribune’s Opinion section
from Los Angeles. He will address
members of the Executive Club
and the University Club of
Chicago on Wednesday night at
the Harris Theater.

The following interview has
been edited for length and clarity.

You've made alot of foraysinto
live entertainment through UFC,
WWEand now ATG Entertain-
ment. Sodoyou think therise of
artificialintelligenceis causing
people to prefer to experience
thingsinperson?

With the advent of AT, we're
going to have time to do stuff.
We're social animals. People
want to get together. I think
they’re going more to the movies,
comedy clubs, restaurants, and
they’re going to travel.... I think
real human experiences through
concerts, movies and theater will
become more important thanthey
have ever been and more valuable.
Istarted my new business, MARI,
precisely to spotlight this.

What about Alinabroader sense?
How much time are you spending
worrying about that?

I think Thomas Friedman was
right when he said this is poten-
tially anew race, anew civiliza-
tion that we've created. I think
the Chinese are just as nervous as
we are. And it might, ina weird
way and depending if the rumors
about AGI (China’s artificial
general intelligence) are true, and
if we can learn how to trust each
other, help us have areal conver-
sation about how to deal with this.

) \

Fashion designer Sarah Staudinger and husband agent Ari Emanuel leave the Gritti Palace hotel on the

wedding day of Amazon founder Jeff Bezos and Lauren Sanchez in Venice on June 27, 2025. STEFANO

RELLANDINI/GETTY-AFP

The Chinese should be nervous
about what could happen to their
society; we should be nervous
about what could happen to our
society and society in general. We
could get together and do some-
thing. And when you think about
Yemen and how they are using AT

out with China how to frame this
and how we can come together. It
could be the deterioration of how
people operate, and that would
not be a good thing. But it could
alsobe an opportunity.

now, thisisad

opportunity for bigadvance-
ments in healthcare and medi-

anditssuburbs.

Ionly have fond memories and
things that made a huge impact
on my life. My mom taking us to
demonstrations. She was always
active politically, and I think that
had a huge impact on my brother

| reader, you are a linear thinki

and alot of people come up tome
for advice and tell me they have
akid with ADHD or dyslexia. It
isnot easy. I say thatif youarea
er,
which is notabad thing. Butif
you talk to most people who are
dyslexic, they will tell you they
have different ways of getting to
the end. Being dyslexic has been
beneficial for me, looking back.
It’sacliche that you learn more
when you fail than when you win,
but don’tlook down on the downs
oflife. I'd rather have a meaning-
fullife than a pleasurable life.

Youalso say the entertainment
business is emotional and based
onrage.But youseem more
mellow.

Two days ago, Lhad plenty of
rage about asituation. ... When
Iam on the field for any of my
clients, I am on the field. When
Iamoffthe field, I try and get
off the field, which has made me
productive on the field. 'm defi-
nitely not mellow; talk to any of
my associates. But Thave learned
to get to that differential and not
constantly play chess all day long
in every relationship.

Inyourbook, you talk about the
Michael Moore movie“Fahrenheit
9/11”and the Mel Gibson movie
“The Passion of the Christ”as
examples of films that polarized
Americans. Yousay that Moore’s

i b

You are probably the most Rahm and all of us. My father
moment. ly inthe working in all the hospitals and
That being said, there is the world. Will Al? takingus do on call with
Ifyoutalk tocertainpeoplein ~ him. It'san incredible city,and I
the venture capital community, think my brother made the city
they’ll tell you that everyone is even better as amayor. They

cal and other fields. We should
come together on all those things.
If you go back to the time of the
atomic bomb, those people had
big questions about what they had
created, just like Elon (Musk) and
all the people from Anthropic and
Open AI do now. We must figure

going to have to have their own AT
agentto fight Al disrupters. I'm
not sure I want to live like that, but
Tunderstand the concept.

could use another mayor like
him. I think the last two have not
stepped up to the plate in the way
that was needed.

Inyour ite
of youryoung life in the Chicago

your
Inow have multiple businesses,

s P!
licans, politically, not Moore's
allies.

But Iamstill proud of Michael
for what he did. It was an incred-
ible film. And if you look back at
itnow, I think you can see that he
was right.

Chris Jones is the Tribune’s
editorial page editor and theater
critic.
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‘SUPREME’ BEING

On the 100th anniversary of his birth, John Coltrane still offers lessons on faith

By Steven D. Reske
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

‘Wednesday is the 100th anni-
versary of the birth of jazz saxo-
phonist John Coltrane. A tenor
titan born a century ago may seem
like old news, but with his time-
less vision, Coltrane’s relevance
transcends the years and extends
far beyond the world of music.

Coltrane was jazz’s spiritual
leader. He relentlessly pursued
anunderstanding of the human
condition. His most profound
recording documenting his
quest came just two years before
his premature death. “A Love
Supreme,” released in 1965, is a
landmark work of art and faith. In
its liner notes, Coltrane describes
itas “ahumble offering” and “an
attempt to say THANK YOU
GOD”

Coltrane’s lifetime achieve-
ments are so immense that, in
2007, he was one of only three
musical artists ever awarded
aspecial posthumous Pulit-
zer Prize citation for a contri-
bution to jazz. It was for his
“ieonic centrality to the history
of jazz” and how through “A
Love Supreme, he produced an
imposing composition express-
ing faith.”

Listening to “A Love Supreme,”
we hear Coltrane’s metaphysical
invocations ascend to the heav-
ens. We hope they are heard; we
pray they are answered. Though
in the end, their ontological
significance may simply be that
they were offered.

Coltrane believed that “my
music is the spiritual expres-
sion of what I am — my faith, my
knowledge, my being.... When
you begin to see the possibilities
of music, you desire to do some-
thing really good for people, to
help humanity....I want to speak
to their souls”

This may sound like an awful
lot for music to do, but art can
indeed explore and express the
human dilemma. That is the
cleft between the subjective
and the objective, the finite and
the infinite, the profane and the
sacred. The earthy sweatiness
of Saturday night is followed
immediately by the sacred spir-
ituality of Sunday morning. It’s

A person walks in front of the St. John Will-I-Am Coltrane African Orthodox Church in San Francisco on July 13, 2008. The Christian congregation is
centered on Coltrane’s music. JEFF CHIU/AP

here where the dichotomy of our
existence collides and where,
depending on our courage, we
attempt to resolve or dissolve
these implications.

Coltrane’s art imitated his spir-
itual life. In a similar way, our
daily lives are informed by how
bravely we confront the issues
Coltrane explored. Our charac-
ter is expressed in countless ways
every day — including how we
interact with others.

Coltrane eventually found the
courage to face life’s existen-
tial challenge. He embraced and
then embodied it — spiritually,
musically and as a fellow human
being. His life came to illumi;

universal, and even life and death.

Coltrane died of liver cancer
on July 17,1967, at age 40. His
heroin addiction during the early
1950s was a likely contributor.
That time of challenge, however,
was before his transformation.
In “A Love Supreme,” Coltrane
describes how, in 1957, he expe-
rienced “by the grace of God, a
spiritual awakening which was
to lead me to aricher, fuller, more
productive life”

The 17th century mathemati-
cian and physicist Blaise Pascal

from sinner to saint.

Coltrane said he believed in all
religions. Along with Christian-
ity, he studied Eastern philoso-
phies and was particularly drawn
to Sufism. Part of his evolution
does seem rooted in the follow-
ing sentiment attributed to the
13th century Sufi mystic Rumi:
“Yesterday I was clever, so I
wanted to change the world.
Today I am wise, so I am chang-
ing myself”

1 certainly don’t pretend
Coltrane’s personal path has all

believed the person who searches the answers for today’s socie-

for God has found him. If so,
Coltrane surely found what he
sought so 1 ly before his

the mutually arising conditions
of space and sound, tradition and
sedition, the individual and the

death. His life moved from pain
to promise, despair to hope, and
perhaps as humanly possible,

talills — or even that there are
any easy answers. But I do see
the value in looking inward
when striving to understand and
endure the questions and trials
arising from the contradictions

and challenges of life. Thisis a
small but sound starting point
toward trying to mend some of
humanity’s challenges.

Coltrane summed thisup as
endeavoring “so that we can see
more and more clearly what we
are, In that way, we can give to
those who listen the essence, the
best of what we are. But to do that
at each stage, we have to keep on
cleaning the mirror.”

This vision clearly led Coltrane
to “A Love Supreme.”

Steven D. Reske is an attorney

in Minneapolis and a former
longtime jazz journalist for
national and local publications.
He served as legal editor at large
for the magazine Minnesota Law
& Politics.

Voice of the people

Trump’s cries of fake news

Last week, the president
banned from the White House
reporters from CNN, MS NOW
and Politico, with a threat
of others joining them; he
mentioned The New York Times,
too. Donald Trump says they
report fake news.

News such as gas prices
going sky high as a result of the
Iran war nobody wanted and
Congress never authorized.
(Chicagoans, have you noticed
agallon of regular is over five
bucks?) Such as cattle ranchers
being pillaged financially due
to Trump allowing imported
beefinto the U.S. Such as farm-
ers, including those in our state,
having to pay for wildly outra-
geous fertilizer to bring their
crops to market, again stemming
from a war that Trump started
that he cannot now control and
that he cannot end. Such as the
price of groceries continuing to
climb. Such as unlawful tariffs.
And such as wanting to demol-
ish the Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts, a memorial to
John F. Kennedy, our 35th pres-
ident, unless Trump’s name is
back oniit. That's despite only
Congress having the statu-
tory authority to add or change
the name of the building and a
federal court already ordering
his name removed after it was
attached.

All this isn’t fake news. Such
reporting is accurate, based on

CNN senior White House reporter Betsy Klein, holding up an empty y
credential holder, reports near the White House complex in Washington  firmly in charge, hasbeen allowed

on Saturday after having the outlet had its credential confiscated by
President Donald Trump. JOSE LUIS MAGANA/AP

such as CNN, MS NOW and Polit-
ico from our people’s house, also
known as the White House, is
unlawful and unconstitutional
and leads to the destruction of
our democracy.

‘We need to use every legal
means the justice system has
to offer us Americans to stop
Trump!
— Miles J. Zaremski,
Highland Park

Outlets’

facts and evidence, with
guaranteed by the First Amend-
ment as part of the mix, all of
which merely shows Trump's
incompetence and lunacy

from a lay perspective. His poll
numbers are dropping like a dead
weight in water, and he does not
give ahoot about Americans

he was supposed to represent
when elected in 2024, despite
the promises he made on the
campaign trail.

Let me bring this home for
those who read the Tribune.
‘What if Brandon Johnson, Chica-
go’s mayor, did not like what
the paper reported about him?
‘Would we tolerate him not allow-
ingits reporters into City Hall?
Of course not, because its stories
are factually based. And its opin-
ion page is founded on the First
Amendment.

Banning credible press outlets

CNN and their confederate
outlets complain in a lawsuit
filed against President Donald
Trump’s administration that they
are unable to do their jobs having
been booted off the White House
grounds,

These journalists can do their
jobs elsewhere, such as the inter-
section of 17th Street and Pennsyl-
vania Avenue, or in their network
studios or newsroom.

These outlets’ First Amend-
ment rights to broadcast slanted
biases against Trump have not
been adversely affected nor
restrained, as these organiza-
tions are free to continue to report
their anti-Trump stories without
interference from the government
whatsoever.

Their First Amendment argu-
ment is baseless.

— Earl Beal, Terre Haute, Indiana

Board’s misplaced focus
Regarding the editorial
“Michigan’s El-Sayed failing
to remove Piker deadweight
from Senate campaign” (Sept.
18): The amount of ink that the
Tribune Editorial Board devotes
to stoking fears about Michigan’s
Democratic U.S. Senate candi-
date, “liberal firebrand” Abdul
El-Sayed, is truly reprehensi-
ble when the board continues
to seldom speak a peep about
asitting U.S. president’s daily

transgressions and the stupefying

silence of “traditional” Republi-
cans that it typically champions,
such as U.S. Rep. Darin LaHood
of Illinois’ 16th District.

‘While ional Republi-

Congress tacitly endorse with
their silence: Deny climate change,
weaken environmental protec-
tions, cancel wind farm projects
thatwould supply much needed
electricity, arrest asylum-seekers
at judicial hearings, deport immi-
grants with no criminal history
to dangerous countries, toler-
atealevel of grift and self-deal-
ingunprecedented in American
history, and look the other way
at the unbridled incompetence
and deteriorating track record of
| Cabinet members such as Robert
| F.Kennedy Jr., Kash Patel and Pete
Hegseth.

Hegseth isin charge of what
the president characterizesasa
“small potatoes” Iran conflict that
has seriously depleted not only
our military arsenal but also family
savings at the gas pump.

‘The national debt, with the
hollowed-out Republican Party

inboth our countries’ interest to
lower gasoline prices.

Therefore, while it may be diffi-
cult for Trump to ask for Xi’s help,
given his personality, he needs
to realize that sometimes being
abit humble is more effective
than trying to be in control. The
unknown is what Xi may wantin
return for his assistance.

Inany case, itis good to see
these two powerful leaders talking
and notissuing threats.

— Dan Schuchardt, Wheaton

Trump-free reporting

Did you enjoy the Tribune’s
reporting earlier this week?
Instead of the non-news of
the White House helipad, the
Tribune’s articles and photos
focused on important events.
Some articles of interest reported
on Douglass Park in the aftermath
of Riot Fest, the injury of Bears
quarterback Caleb Williams and
th X; fDiade los

to snowball, t+ Social
Security and Medicare, plus
the ability to fund worthwhile
programs benefiting all Ameri-
cans, from transportation infra-
structure to medical research.

Currentunchecked looting will
forever handcuff future genera-
tions if not reversed with fair-
share taxes coupled with strategic
spending cuts over lobbyists’
objections.

To echo one of Trump’s own
attacks on anunqualified appoin-
tee, the lawmakers responsi-
ble over the last two years have
“folded like anumbrella””

‘With the election less than two
months away, there are far more
consequential issues piling up
for the editorial board to focus on
than obsessing over who a Senate
candidate might or might not talk

cans responsible for not curbing
the destruction of our democ-
racy sitidly by as their negative
campaign ads, fueled by donors
benefiting from massive tax cuts,
attempt to manufacture anger

about.
— Bob Johnston, Chicago

Meeting between Trump, Xi
Let’s hope that this week’s meet-
ingbetween Chinese President

against Democratic opponents, the  Xi Jinping and President Donald

backlog grows daily of issues that
deserve commentary.

The latest: banning certain
reporters from the White House
because President Donald Trump
doesn'tlike their organizations’
coverage. Jack Nicholson’s line
“You can’t handle the truth” from

Trump turns out to be more than
a friendly state dinner. There are
some indications that the Chinese
president may be inclined to put
pressure on Iran to stop curtailing
the flow of oil since it’s probably

e
Muertos. These are events that T
care about.

My morning coffee tasted so
much better without the news
about the helipad accompanied
by a photo and the mumblings of
agrinning Trump. Absence does
make the heart grow fonder, but
this new focus made me fonder of
the Tribune, not Trump.

— Mary Ann Kehl, Wilmette

A peak fit for Trump

Ivery seldom agree with Pres-
ident Donald Trump, but on this
goal for his legacy, I agree with
him. He thinks he should have
his face on a mountain. Mount
Rushmore already has the faces
of four presidents on it. He should
not have to share his legacy with
theirs.

There is a 6,937-foot peak in
the North Cascades that can be
seen from farther away than
Rushmore. Itis in the Okano-
gan-Wenatchee National Forest.
Access is off State Route 20,s0a
visitor center is easily located.

The mountain is aptly named
for such a president as Trump. I
personally would like to contrib-
ute toa fund to put hisimage on
Crooked Bum Peak.

— Chuck Johnson, Morris, Illinois

“AFew Good Men” comes tomind. For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/letters.
Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicago
tribune.com. Include your full name, address and phone number.

Thisisa presidentwhose
policies the GOP members of
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A weaker U.

S. awaits Xi’s visit

. . and backtracked on democracy and
Chinas freedom, and according to UN. investi- ‘ ———_-i

i gators, America may have committed
Pr'esu::ent war crimes in Iran — and all of this has e
1s !n t y e tarnished its global image and reduced
driver’s seat, its influence and soft power worldwide. =l e
reflecting Nicholas Kristof Trump is seen in much of the world |

N as reckless and unpredictable, while Xi
American has tried to project an image of stabil-
weakness, ity and maturity, soothing global oil
1 markets that had been inflamed by  Rriaae
may be some  pregigent xi Jinping of China is throw-  the Rockefeller Foundation finds that
space for ing his weight around as he prepares to  Canadians, Indonesians, Brazilians, RET T e ey
limi arrive in Washington. Turks, Mexicans and others all see the ¢
d ‘When Chinese and American leaders ~ United States as more of a “major

advances. gathered for summits in the past, it was  threat” than either Russia or China.

the American president who held the
cards. Not so this time, What's sobering
about Xi's visit to the United States this
week — and a reflection of the way
President Trump has diminished Amer-
ica — is that this may be the first
China-U.S. summit in which China
appears in the lead role.

“In the past, American leaders gen-
erally drove the relationship, but now
Xiis in the driver’s seat,” Julian
Gewirtz, a China scholar at Columbia
University who served in the Biden
‘White House, told me. “Trump sees Xi
asa peer and Chinaas a superpewer

“The U.S. is in retreat,” Phillips P.
O’Brien, an American historian, wrote
this month. “It is watching bases of
great strategic importance get de-
stroyed and cannot protect them, it is
abandoning allies that heretofore it
considered of the highest priority, and
it is making it clear that it cannot look
after its own interests in some of the
most important places of the world.”

O'Brien adds that “this is clearly the
end of the American age” — but I'm not
s0 sure about that. The United States
still has strengths, not least its tech

sector, while China, Europe and Japan
all b

and is generally quite Il have si|
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of Hong Kong’s democracy campaign- ) prospect that
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China, whose per capita income of either Russia resilience in

more than $14,000 came within a whis-  or China. November’s elec-

ker in July of achieving “high-income” tions,

status at the World Bank, also appears If it is humbling

to be brazenly violating sanctions on
North Korea this year. It buys Iranian
oil and reportedly supports Iran’s war
effort. And despite having officially
suspended strict export controls on
rare-earth elements, it has continued to
exert control over them in ways that
create problems for Western compa-

nies.

Asked about reports that Chinese
organizations supplied intelligence that
Iran used in an attack in July that
killed three American soldiers, Trump
was strikingly reticent. He seemed to
downplay any suggestion that China
had done something wrong.

Xi has leverage in the relationship
partly because the suspension of those
export controls expires in November. If
no deal is reached with Trump, then
Beijing could further tighten access to
rare earths that are vital for manufac-
turing everything from cars to sub-
marines.

The United States is weakened in
part because Trump started a trade
war with China last year, which he then

i lost when China
its control over rare earths. In addition,
America’s war with Iran has depleted
weapons stockpiles, reducing its ability
to defend Taiwan or project power in
the Pacific or the Middle East. The
United States has antagonized allies

to have Xi arrive in a position of
strength, at least there may be an
opportunity ahead. Both Xi and Trump
seem to want to lower the temperature
and stabilize the relationship, which
would be a good thing.

I hope that might also leave an open-
ing for a sliver of progress on artificial
intelligence, one of the most important
topics the two leaders will discuss. It's
difficult to see how the world can make
much progress on improving A.L gov-
ernance if America and China resist
cooperation on safety.

A major deal on safety is very un-
likely, for Trump has called A.L con-
cerns “a hoax,” while Xi apparently
thinks the problem is potential Ameri-
can abuse of the technology to target
the Chinese regime, rather than A.1.
itself. In China, A.L is portrayed as a
threat not to human existence but to
‘Communist Party rule.

Still, perhaps there is space for a
modest cooperative step forward. Rajiv
Shah, the president of the Rockefeller
Foundation, which is working on A.L.
issues, told me that there may be an
opportunity for progress on A.l. safety
as it relates to specific, narrow domains
such as reducing the risk of terrorist
attacks using bi

perils: Imagine terrorists assembling a
deadly virus, or engineering an animal
ailment like cowpox or horse pox to be
deadly and virulent like smallpox. It
should be possible for China and
America, working through both gov-
ernments and unofficial channels, to

That's a real concern as synthetic
biology and A L together create new

on protocols to reduce
risks like that.
That would at least be a major sign

that AL safety cooperation is possible.
“Doing one thing, even if it feels like
it’s not solving the whole problem, at
least creates a repeatable playbook,”
Shah said.

China and the United States should
also create some kind of hotline to
discuss and defuse A.l-related inci-
dents that threaten to create military
or diplomatic crises. After all, what if

PHHOTO ILLLISTRATION BY THE REW YORK TIVES

Open A.L agents had hacked not Hug-
ging Face but rather units of the Chi-
nese People’s Liberation Army? Or
generated deepfake video of Xi re-
nouncing claims over Taiwan?

Right now, at a time when America
has blown up the geopolitical order
that we ourselves created after World
War I1, modest steps may be the best
we can hope for:

The literary world’s D.E.I. checklist

titles submitted by publishers.

past decade, nine of the 10 winners of

Maybe. But as an old friend of mine

The Natlonal Hannah Lillith Assadi’s novel, “Para- the National Book Award for fiction liked to say, turning the tables isn’t the
Book Awards diso 17" is “inspired by the life of her belonged to a minority group. In the same thing as achieving justice. And

1 i late Palestinian father” Kimberly nonfiction category, 10 of 10. Bluntly, the bald politicization of the nation's
onglists Blaeser, a poet, is the “founding direc- the National Book Award has become  highest literary prizes is achieving
are a study n tor of Indigenous Nations Poets.”" a D.E.L checklist: Only authors with several forms of injustice at once.

i i Edwidge Danticat is a Haitian Ameri- preferred identities, preferred topics Itis devaluing the prizes them-

18 lt.e;icl:lus Bret Stephens can writer whose novel “Déy" reflects and preferred politics stand any realis-  selves. The National Book Awards are
Poll on “the many forms of mourning expe- tic chance of winning. no longer national in any meaningful
orthodoxy. rienced through immigration, gentrifi- Much the same goes for the Pulitzer  sense; at best, they represent the

Last week, the longlists for the Na-
tional Book Awards were announced.
Among the 20 authors in the fiction
and nonfiction categories, nearly all
are straight white males, Most are also
on the political right, some even on the
far right. Remarkably, mainstream
media outlets haven't reported this,
perhaps because they don't think it's
noteworthy. It's as if we were living in
1956 rather than 2026.

If you're scratching your head at this
“news,” well, it's because I made it up.
Or rather, I inverted the particulars
about the authors’ identities and their
political views to make a point: If
today, as a reader, you recoil at the
thought of a time in which minorities
were systematically marginalized
when it came to the literary world’s
public honors (and so much else),
shouldn’t you also recoil now that the
tables have been almost completely
turned? And if you object to the right's
efforts to politicize the arts, won't you
also object when the efforts come from
the left?

For a sense of what I mean, let’s
walk through the National Book Foun-
dation’s announcement of the longlist
for fiction, 10 books selected out of 451

cation and diasporic identity” Julian
Delgado Lopera's novel “Pretend
You're Dead and I Carry You,” set in
1990s Bogota, “explores Colombia’s
queer underground community.” Lou-
ise Erdrich, the highly acclaimed au-
thor of “Python’s Kiss,” is identified in
her N.B.F. biography as “a member of
the Turtle Mountain Band of Chip-
pewa.” Marlon James’s novel “The
Disappearers” is a “queer epic” set in
Kingston, Jamaica. Valeria Luiselli is a
writer born in Mexico whose “Begin-
ning Middle End" spans “continents,
languages and four generations.”
Kenan Orhan is a Turkish American
writer; his first novel, “The Renova-
tion,” is a story about a family migrat-
ing from Istanbul to Italy. Morgan
Thomas's book “Mad Eden” is about “a
trans health care worker” who has
been diagnosed with autism.

Oh, there’s also Alexander Maksik's
novel “Passengers,” a father-daughter
story set in an airport. Maksik, who is
Jewish, is, to my knowledge, white,
male and straight — details that, ina
sane world, should have no bearing on
whether his book deserves to make the
longlist. In this world, sadly, it makes
him the lucky token.

Then there's the longlist for nonfic-
tion. Much of the same in terms of

TANARA POSRAS FOR.THE NEW YCHK TRES

subject matter: There’s a book about
“the rise of Islamophobia in America
Another about “an experiment in
queer parenthood.” A third that’s “an
argument against white paint.” (Re-
ally.) Last year’s nonfiction winner
was a screed about the war in Gaza
born of a viral anti-Israel social media
post written weeks after Oct. 7.

That book aside, one needn't get into
an argument about the quality of many
of these works — at least a few of
which, like James’s “The Disappear-
ers,” are first-rate works of literature.
But there's no mistaking the identitar-
ian drift and ideological leanings in the
prize’s elevation of the authors and
their themes.

This isn’t new. By my count, in the

Prizes. Of the past 10 years' worth of
winners for music and drama, nearly
all have been minorities. Whether or
not the winners are themselves minor-
ities, they almost invariably win for
work about minorities. For the prize in
history, Kathleen DuVal won in 2025
for her history of Native American
nations; Jacqueline Jones in 2024 for
her account of Black workers in Bos-
ton during the Civil War; Jefferson
Cowie in 2023 for his examination of
white supremacy in an Alabama
county in the 19th and 20th centuries;
W. Caleb McDaniel in 2020 for his
story of a former slave's fight for jus-
tice in post-Civil War America; David
Blight in 2019 for his biography of the
abolitionist Frederick Douglass.

These are undoubtedly fine books.
Are there no other subjects?

One common retort is that until
recently, the prizes tended to neglect
the experiences of minority groups. In
fact, that hasn’t been true for decades;
what makes the last decade different is
the obsessiveness when it comes to
matters of race. A second is that since,
for so many years, relatively few mi-
nority writers won major literary
prizes, the more recent spate of acco-
lades amounts to a form of repara-
tions.

recondite tastes of that fraction of the
country for whom white paint really
might be problematic. The Pulitzers,
too, will rapidly lose altitude if they
can find no other subjects worth hon-
oring beyond race.

It is deforming and hollowing out
literary culture in America. Writers or
scholars whose subjects or views don’t
fit the preferences of prize givers will
pay a price for their intellectual inde-
pendence — the very thing a healthy
literary culture ought to reward, not
penalize. Others, as The Atlantic’s
Tyler Austin Harper noted this year,
will twist themselves into ideological
knots for the sake of currying favor
and funding. Still others, not keen on
careers of penury and oblivion, will
never become writers or scholars in
the first place.

And it is turning off a generation of
readers hungry for literature judged
only on the merits of the work itself,
regardless of the identity of the author
and free from the tedium of political
orthodoxy. “You don’t have to burn
books to destroy a culture. Just get
people to stop reading them.” I found
that quotation, attributed to Ray Brad-
bury, on the Pulitzers' webpage. The
arbiters of today’s literary culture
should think that one over carefully.
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It was one of the most famous chal-
lenges in the history of mathematics:
the fluid dynamics problem known as

Trump is attacking the law
and press freedom. Again.

The Editorial Board

Twice during President Trump’s first
term, his administration tried to pre-
vent a journalist whose work it did not
like from reporting at the White House.
“Twice, judges rejected the moves as
unconstitutional and restored the
journalists’ access. Now the adminis-
tration is attempting the same move,
barring journalists from CNN, MS
NOW and Politico from the White
House because they had written what
the president called “purposefully
negative stories”

The new ban is alarming for two
reasons: It continues both Mr. Trump’s
attempt to prevent the free flow of
information in American society and
his utter disregard of the law.

In his first term, trial courts and an
appeals court issued clear rulings
blocking the very policy he has again
implemented. He has gone ahead
— anyway,muchashe

The new ban  and his aides have
conimushe [ ke
 dent
president’s areas during his
attempt to second term. The
preventthe  administration ig-
free flow of nored an order to
information. halt planes carrying
deportees to El

Salvador; violated
nearly 100 court orders during an

went to war in Iran and 1mpoundet.|
funds without

nalists was instead arbitrary. The
judges overturned the bans without
even needing to consider the First
Amendment principles.

Still, those principles are important
here. If a president allowed access
only to those reporters who are

N: Stokes, whose solution had
proved so elusive that a million-dollar
prize had been posted for the genius or
geniuses who could finally crack it.
Until the other day, that is, when Open-
Al announced that one of its advanced
models had found an answer at last.
And it had taken only half a week.

The proof hasn’t been independently
verified yet, but amid all the debate
about artificial intelligence and the
companies that develop it, it looked
like something everyone could feel
good about, an example of A.L truly
advancing human knowledge rather
than trying to sell us something or
control our lives.

In truth, it was precisely the oppo-
site: lhe clearest evidence yet that
A.L, rather than aiding

friendly to the the
nation would be poorer for it. The
American system of government has
endured for more than 250 years
partly because our leaders are not
autocrats who can censor criticism or
monopolize information flow. They are
subject to feedback, debate and cri-
tique.

The seemingly arcane question of
which media organizations have ac-
cess to the White House fits with a
larger pattern of Mr. Trump’s attempts
to control the media. Officials from his
administration have searched the
home of a Washington Post reporter
and served subpoenas to staff mem-
bers of The New York Times. He has
sued The ‘Wall Street Journal and

scientific progress, may be thwarting
it
For starters, two mathematicians

who had been trying for months to
reach their own solution to the famous
problem say the new proof appears to
have ripped off their unpublished
work, which also used an OpenAl
model. The company, after first equivo-
cating, quickly changed its tune: It
said the model it used for the solution
had not looked at any of the prompts
that the lead mathematician had en-
tered into the OpenAl model within the
last two months. Whatever the case, to
get to the finish line in so little time,

OpenAl had deployed an advanced
model not available to the public, using
power that would have cost

ABC News and
into paying tributes to him. Hi
eral Communications Commi:
abused its regulatory power in an
effort to shape coverage.

He has impinged on press freedom
in ways that no other modern presi-
dent has. If he now gets away with
punishing CNN, MS NOW and Politico,
he will be able to credibly threaten
other organizations. (On Monday, the
three organizations filed a lawsuit
against the ban, and, in a show of
solidarity, four television networks
suspended their coverage of some

used federal power to corruptly enrich
Mr. Trump and his allies; and much
more.

The latest move also extends Mr.
Trump's threats to a free press. We
acknowledge our self-interest in this
issue, but a free press is indeed vital to
a self-governing people. It enables
citizens to assess reality in their own
democracy. It allows a flowering of
different media voices. It holds power-
ful people to account.

The founders were clear that free-
dom of the press meant the freedom to
say things that the government did not
like. As James Madison wrote, “To the
press alone, chequered as it is with
abuses, the world is indebted for all the
triumphs which have been gained by
reason and humanity over error and
oppression.” The Bill of Rights devotes
part of its first item — the First
Amendment — to the idea, barring any
laws that abridge “the freedom of
speech or of the press.”

The rulings against the media bans
during Mr. Trump's first term were
grounded largely on due process.
Judges said that a presidential admin-
istration was not obligated to create a
press corps with dedicated White
House space. Once it did, though, it
must run a fair policy through which
journalists can become part of the pool.
‘The administration’s banning of jour-

events.)

Mr. Trump is a master manipulator
of public attention, and it is possible he
has lashed out at the three to distract
from the policy failures — the war
with Iran, tariffs, inflation and more —
that have defined this term. The at-
tacks on the press nonetheless de-
serve attention. Mr. Trump is once

00Si!

an outsider an estimated §15 million.
How could regular researchers com-
pete with a secret tool that has the
power to steal your work and mint its

“Erased Formula,” 2024.

down possibilities rather than expand-
ing them.

That's if the proof is even correct,
which we still don’t know. One OpenAl
researcher admitted — even boasted —

own money? that the team that worked on this
Flashy finishes like this dnn'l neces-  included no high-level experts “in fluid
sarily il to and the Navier-Stokes prob-

knowledge. Terence Tao, perhaps the
most prominent mathematician of his
generation, is generally positive about
A L and math — so positive that he
was featured in one of OpenAl's ads.
But contemplating the possibility of
Navier-Stokes being solved by A.L, he
wrote a long post explaining that “in
most cases in pure mathematics, the
problems are posed not because we
desperately want the solution to these
problems in and of themselves.” In-
stead, mathematicians want to see all
the work that goes into achieving the
solution — all the not-quite-right hy-
potheses that got adjusted this way or
that, all the i dead ends that

again choosing “error and
to use Madison's (ormu.lauon. and
rejecting “reason and humanity™

THE EDITORIAL BOARD is a group of opin-
ion journalists whose views are in-
formed by expertise, research, debate
and certain longstanding values. It is
separate from the newsroom.

“in fact end up being highly instructive
in the nature of their failure.”

Indeed, Navier-Stokes was chosen
for this million-dollar reward not be-
cause it's the single hardest problem
out there, but because it sits at such a
crucial junction in the advancement of
the field, and its full solution would
offer so much for scholars to learn
from. “Prematurely solving the prob-
lem by purely A.1L-powered methods —

lem.” Instead, it relied on tools that can
perform an automated check of a
mathematical theory, Those tools,
which are known to be fallible, are
supposed to be the first step in the
process, not the last. Before going
—————  public with their

Bovmwthe. e iiameto.
;nluhy L do enormous
proven amounts of work to
A.L-powered fully verify them.
advances. Here, the work will
fall to others.
OpenAl says an-

other proof of this kind is on the way
for another celebrated unsolved prob-
lem, and who knows how many more
will come after that. A flood of A.1-
generated proofs will bog down people
who could actually advance the field in
what is essentially busywork.

Since the Navier-Stokes controversy
erupted, at least one other major A.L-
assisted math advance has been ac-
cused of ripping off actual

five years, signed a letter stating that
A.L used like this may damage math
rather than advancing it.

‘We have nothing but OpenAl’s word
that its models are not committing
plagiarism. That alone is troubling. But
would OpenAl even be able to tell?

ALl company’s products don’t directly
peek at someone’s data, they still have
other, more indirect ways to learn
from the work users are doing.

Given all this, why would big corpo-
rations trust leading A.I. companies
with trade secrets and advanced re-
search? Companies might instead
adopt open-weight models, which are
less powerful but can be downloaded
directly, making them easier to control
in-house. Since the news of the Hug-
ging Face hack broke, companies such
as Nvidia, Palantir and Booz Allen
Hamilton are reported to be consider-
ing restricting their use of these ad-
vanced A.I. models because of fears of
their data being swept up. After the
dust settles, the most important legacy
of the Navier-Stokes news might be
customers belatedly waking up to the
risks of using models they don't host.

The same holds for academic re-
search. OpenAl rushed to undertake
this challenge because a rumor was
circulating that Anthropic, its chief
rival, had solved one or two famously
daunting math problems. Why would
mathematicians present at confer-
ences or publish early work — why
would they even talk to colleagues — if
the rumor of a solution to a big prob-
lem causes an A.L company to Swoop
down and spend huge amounts of
money to steal the thunder?

The prospects for the use of AL
might seem brighter in biology and
medical research, where unlike mathe-
matics, results are valuable in their
own right — if something works, it
works. But whereas mathematical
theorems can be tested on the page, in
biology and medicine there’s no avoid-
ing the onerous real-world work of
bench science, laboratory experiments
and lengthy, thorny clinical trials to
confirm hypotheses.

Many scientific fields are already
drowning in plausible-seeming but
unverified papers generated with
significant help from a large language
model. What's slop and what’s not? Is
there an actual gem amid the gazillion
new hypothess') Il‘s becoming in-

“We have monitors and g in

to tell. Just last

place,” Noam Brown, a researcher at
OpenAl, said, and the advanced model
in quesuon “didn’t have live web ac-
cess!

Recently, however, swarms of Open-
Al agents broke out of their flimsily
erected digital confines and hacked
their way into Hugging Face, an open-
source A.L repository, in search of the
answers they had been assigned to
find. When these agents were set in
motion, they were specifically in-
structed to be aggressive and to work
collectively, and their safeguards for
cybersecurity were deliberately low-
ered. Somewhat unsurprisingly, they
proceeded to wreak havoc there. It
took weeks before anyone at OpenAl
noticed.

In that case there were about 700
individual agents at work from a much
less powerful model. To produce the
Navier-Stokes proof, Open Al spun up
about 10,000 concurrent A.I agents.
For the company so quickly to provide
about the

cians. A growing number of math
researchers have signed a petition

particularly without full
into the solution process,” Mr. Tao
wrote, “can contaminate this process
to the point where it actually becomes
anet negative for the progress of
mathematics as a whole.” It closes

urging the of an event in

‘which mathematicians would be given
$2 million worth of credits in access to
OpenAl and Anthropic models. And 25
recipients of the Field Medal, the disci-
pline’s highest honor, given once every

agents’ activity, given its scale and
speed, strains credulity.
Recent history is full of

week, the editor in chief of Arxiv, a site
where researchers can share papers
that have not yet been peer reviewed,
proposed implementing oral exams for
authors who submit work, to screen
out A.L-generated junk. The scientific
conversation cannot survive the del-

ge.

If OpenAl and Anthropic really want
to help advance science, there is one
obvious way they can do so: They can
spend a tiny fraction of their vast
fortunes to fund the kind of humble
but essential research that’s increas-
ingly starved for resources.

For all the public distrust of A.L,
polls show that people still hold out
hope it will at least help science. But if
the arrival of generative A.I. means
we speed through gamified solutions
without gaining insights; if the glut of
plausible hypotheses makes it harder
to identify valuable work; and if peo-
ple are now discouraged from sharing
or pursuing complex work lest they be
scooped by wealthy corporations, even
that one tiny ray of optimism may
prove to be misplaced.

belatedly discovering agents cheating,
hacking, attacking and manipulating
whatever they can to arrive at the
solution while sometimes taking care
to erase their tracks. And even if an

ZEYNEP TUFEKCI is a professor of sociolo-
&y and public affairs at Princeton
University and the author of “Twitter
and Tear Gas: The Power and Fragility
of Networked Protest.”

Germany can
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neck? I don't claim to have the solu-
tion; much smarter people have failed
to find an all-inclusive answer. But

FROM READERS

A key to success: The simple

act of asking for help

Re “The humble habit of successful
people,” by Angela Duckworth (Opin-
ion, Sept. 1): Angela Duckworth’s
reflection on interdependence high-
lights a fundamental red flag in mod-
ern Western society. While humans
evolved to thrive in groups, our society
rewards individual performance.

By prioritizing and glorifying the
lone achiever or the solo founder over
collective group efforts, we have frag-
mented our social structures and
harmed our collective and individual
mental health. Workplaces preach
“teamwork” and “synergies" but re-
ward the individual in end-of-year
reviews and individual bonus struc-
tures, We demand cooperation, while
incentivizing competition and solo
performance.

Real progress requires redesigning
our institutions and organizations to
incentivize group efforts and support
systems, But first we must acknowl-
edge that true resilience has never
been a solo endeavor. Rather, itisa
collective scaffolding.

KRISTIN TAKSETH-LOCKERT, 0SLO

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS
To submit a letter to the editor, email
nytiletters@nytimes.com

Dr. Duckworth makes a compelling
case that successful people know when
to seek help. But knowing help matters
and being able to effectively ask for it
are two very different things.

Under pressure, many highly capa-
ble people become less collaborative,
not more. The beliefs that helped them
succeed harden: “I'll manage. I'll work
itout. I don’t want to burden anyone.”
Self-reliance can be a misused
strength. I've learned this from person-
al experience.

That is why asking for help should
be understood not simply as a virtue,
but also as a learnable human skill:
knowing when to ask, whom to ask and
how to do it confidently enough to
unlock perspective, experience, advice
and wisdom we could never generate
alone.

And when leaders model that skill,
they do more than get better answers.
They give everyone else permission to
stop pretending they have all the
answers. One person asking for help
can solve a problem. A leader asking
for help can change a culture. It has a
powerful ripple effect for us all.
ASHLEY USISKIN, LONDON
The writer is a resilience speaker and
instructor with Simon Sinek’s Optimism
Company and the founder of the Gift
of Help.

here’s what I think could help get us
out of this mess.

First, stop whining and show some
courage. Voters will not believe you if
you don't believe in yourself. It has
been 10 years now since President
Trump first came to power and Britons
voted for Brexit, giving rise to endless
soul-searching and infighting among
centrists and progressives over the
root causes of the right’s success,
Everything has been said, over and
over again. It's time to stop taking
such forces as the most important
point of reference. The center should
focus on what it deems correct and
ignore the far right.

Second, look to the future. It is true
that change comes at a cost. Energy
prices in Germany have risen as the
grid is preparing for a noncarbon
future, for example. But mainstream
parties have spent too much time
apologizing for the cost and too little
time highlighting the benefits to come.
Renewable energy is a lot cheaper in
the long run, and Germany will be a lot
less dependent on Russia and on there
being peace in the Middle East. Parties
should highlight the long-term advan-
tages of all sorts of reforms, from
housing to the pension system.

Third, and most important, go local.
On the national level, progress is often
slow and hard to see; globally, most
countries are relatively powerless.
Locally, however, things can be
changed a lot faster. That's no bad
thing: After all, people live in their
communities, in towns, villages and

still get out of

neighborhoods. This is where they
truly experience politics. It's where
they actually encounter abstract things
such as “globalization,” “mass migra-
tion" and “the state,” in the form of
child care or waste management.

Germany's villages and towns need
serious attention. In rural areas, vil-
lages are dying because the young
move away. The local bakery and
butcher’s shop have long closed, as
have many pubs and inns. Inner cities,
too, are drained of life and amenities
by online consumption and high rents.
Many of the downsides of the mass
immigration of the past 10 years are
felt locally, too: Schools must educate
children who do not speak German,
and immigrants who don’t yet have
jobs strain welfare budgets.

These problems are not msuperable
Take climate aﬂaptalmn Towns and
cities will have to organize cooling
rooms, plant trees, construct green
roofs and buildings and design parks
and gardens that can absorb heavy
rains, They'll have to make it easier to
ride bikes or e-scooters, build charging
stations and improve public transport.
That's just one example. There are
myriad changes that can improve civic
life, from to regu-

this mess

grant children in school.

Still, a lot can be achieved. The
government should make it easier for
money [rom its large climate and
fund to flow to de-

lating the rental market.

This is a lot easier said than done, T
know. Many of Germany’s munici-
palities are broke. In the region I'm
from, a deindustrializing former steel-
producing and coal-mining area in the
northwest, cities like Gelsenkirchen
and Duisburg have to spend a signifi-
cant portion of their budgets on servic-
ing debt and paying welfare benefits.
They lack the money to plant trees or
hire more social workers to help immi-

prived communities. Federal money
also needs to be handed down for
housing and education. The govern-
ment could play a convening role, too,
bringing together mayors to exchange
ideas and providing expertise. It could
also think more creatively. Why not
buy up empty real estate in inner cities
and set it up as cooling rooms during
the summer and low-cost cafes the rest
of the year? And wherever something
works or has been improved, talk

about it — relentlessly.

All of this works, however, only
when you have confidence in yourself
and in shaping the future without fear.
It’s time to defend some big ideas
again: multiethnic societies, open
markets, climate transformation and
social justice. The AfD gains much of
its charge by reviling “the system.
Centrists and progressives must show
voters that politics works where it
matters most: at home. That may not
save Mr. Merz's job, but it could spare
the country from a far worse fate.

ANNA SAUERBREY is an editor and writer
at the German weekly Die Zeit.
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How China and the US can work together on Al security

Xi-Trump meeting

should build on plans for
dialogue on shared risks

It may turn out that the most significant
development linked to this week’s sum-

mit between Presid:nt Donald Trump
and Xi Jinping b b the

focused on the risk of Al turning against
its human creators. But the fierce com-
petition between the US and China for
Al leadership means that agreeing on

ways to slow the of

making it potentially much easier for
terrorists, rogue non-state groups or
even organised crime to engage in activ-
ities ranging from developing bioweap-
onstol. hing cyber attacks on infra-

cutting-edge models — however desua-

structure or financial markets.

ble —islikely to be the most
issue between Washmgton and Bcumg
1d

An iated danger is the risk of Al
agents escaping testmg environments
and th ing hacks of

Trump has di

Chinese leaders scheduled arrival in
Washington today. US Treasury secre-
tary Scott Bessent and China's vice-pre-
mier He Lifeng last weekend agreed to
establish a formal US-China dialogue on
AL The US has also proposed a mutual
notification mechanism about Al inci-
dents serious enough to raise national
security concerns — reminiscent of the
nuclear hotline set up between Wash-
ington and Moscow after the Cuban mis-
sile crisis. Together these could mark
first steps, however tentative, towards
applying some guardrails to the world’s
most perilous technological race.
Recent apocalyptic warnings have

as a “hoax”. Beijing sees any
US talk of curbing frontier models as an
attempt to lock China into second place
in the Al race — although since Chinese
open-source models have now become a
major export, itis in Beijing’s interest to
reassure over Al safety. (US officials
suggest China seems less concerned
about Al's risks to humanity than
about its risks to Chinese Communist
Party control).

Yet for all the suspicion, Washington
and Beijing have shared vulnerabilities
onwhichit would bein their interests to
co-operate, The first is the risk of highly
capable Al falling into the hands of
non-state actors. Advanced Al is

foreign companies or infrastructure.
Agreeing baseline standards for control-
ling access, identifying customers,
testing models and establishing con-
tainment mechanisms could begin to
reduce risks. The speed with which an
Al-directed incident could unfold, com-
pressing the time available to work out
who or what was responsible, also risks
triggering an escalatory spiral of retalia-
tion. That makes the US Al incident
“hotline” idea one that would make
sense for Xi to endorse in his meeting
with Trump.

Clear rules of engagement are
similarly needed on Al in weaponry
and nuclear arms systems. Here, an

Washington
and Reijing
both have

vulnerabilitics

onwhichit
would be in
their interests
10 co-Operate

important foundation already exists:
Xiagreed with US President Joe Biden in
November 2024 that humans should
retain control over nuclear weapons
use, But no progress has been made
since then, even as Al technology has
made giant leaps. Security experts
from both sides have since 2019 been
developing recommendations that
should feed into the Al dialogue.
They include “absolute” red lines
prohibiting Al systems from making
autonomous decisions to launch
nuclear weapons and mandatory
human authorisation for any Al-driven
cyber attack on an adversary’s nuclear
control network.

The first US-Soviet nuclear hotline
was a response to a stand-off that
pushed the world to the brink of
conflict. The task for US and Chinese AL

i isto put asafety k
in place before any such near miss — or
actual cataclysmic event — caused by
a technology that is developing at
breakneck speed.

Opinion America

The next generation of
scientists is fading away

SUSEW

Anjana
Ahuja

survey by academics at
MIT, Harvard and Aus-
tralia’s Monash Univer-
sity began as a piece of
management research,
intended to explore how biomedical
scientists across the US run their labs.
Itturned i into adxspmung snapshol of

including “how likely are you tostay in
academia?” and “how likely are you to
stay in the US?". Respondents were
asked Lo answer twice: once for “now”
(in March 2025, at the time of the sur-
vey) and once for six months prior.
More than 900 replied from 134 insti-
tutions. While 66 per cent wanted to
stay in academia six months before
the survey, that fell to 44 per cent by
March 2025. When it came to remain-
ingin the US, 72 per cent were keen, a
drop from 93 per cent six months ear-
lier. The authors acknowledge there
may be “recall bias”, and that inten-
tions change, but describe young

how
from the White House are unsetll.l.ng
youngscholars.

Of the junior scientists who
responded, a third who once envis-
aged careers in academia had changed
their minds by early 2025, with some
PhD students and postdoctoral
researchers even rethinking their
plans to stay in the country. The sur-
vey was published this summer as a
non-peer-reviewed working paper
from the National Bureau of Economic
Research. These are not the gripes of
career bureaucrats bitter at slashed

Funding cuts and
L'\k'Lll[i\ C ()l'(h.‘l\ from
the White House are
unsettling young scholars

budgets, the survey’s authors point
out, but “the stated intentions of the
next generation — the scientists who
would, in ordinary times, become the
principal investigators of the future”,
These are not ordinary times, and
the biomedical research community is
now bracing for another potential
body blow: according to Politico, an
imminent White House executive
order will seek to install a political
board to vet all National Institutes of
Health grants, to weed out “woke” sci-
ence. As the Trump administration

‘hers as “the canary in the coal

mine” for US scientific research,

Brady West, a research professor
and statistician at the University of
Michigan who has studied health dis-
parities among sexual minorities, saw
some of his own grants terminated last
year and others restored on appeal.
West told me he feared young
researchers were walking away from
federal research amid the Lurmull
leaving i world-cl
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Why memories of life in the old East Germany still resonate

Ivan Krastev maintains that
3 ies of

hangover set in. Among other things
ished by the di hip was

and fascism are fading (Opinion,
September 14). There’s a lot of
evidence that shows they haven't faded
atall. Maybe selective memory has
papered over some nasty cracks, but I
would suggest that some memories of
the bad old days in the German
Democratic Republic — the GDR — are
still vivid. And not all of them are bad.

101990, after the wall came down,
dictatorship was replaced by a
democracy. And when the police state
was dismantled, so was the welfare
state that, in the GDR, boasted a tightly
woven safety net.

At length, the party ended, and the

guaranteed life-long employment: one
was either employed, or in jail.
Healthcare was universal. Rents and
utilities were heavily subsidised.
Around nine out of every 10 women

In the old GDR, one frequently stood
in line for groceries. But the command
economy, while failing in much else,
kept people fed and housed.

Apartments may have been spartan
and run down, but dwellings were
cheap E‘.asl Germans made do; they

h lves as “hunters and

were in work; after
female unemployment skyrocketed.
The free childcare available under the
old regime was cancelled. Women
seeking to terminate a pregnancy
learnt that, as in West Germany,
abortions were now illegal. Long, paid
vacations for workers and their
families ended. Pensions were reduced,
in many cases to a bare minimum, or
to nothing at all.

gatherers”, improvising, bartering and
scrounging for goods and services.

They often had recourse to the black
market, and to risky, illegal exchanges
for the fully convertible West German
D-Mark. For most, the quality of life
was grim and they voted with their feet
when they could. Even so, the great
majority’s basic needs were met by Big
Brother.

‘There were lots of cheerleaders for
free enterprise back then, and for
many the standard of living improved.
But for those left behind, the memories
about which Krastev writes in his
column are more often than not
dominated by nostalgia for a nation in
which personal freedom and civil
rights were absent, but which provided
for a welfare state.

1suggest that, for many, these
memories aren't fading at all. And they
just might explain the emergence of
the radical right. Especially for those
for whom the open society is a luxury
they can’t afford.

Harvey Clark Greisman
Wilmington, DE, US

Economies need to look at
taxing growth differently

Your Big Read by lan Smith, Sam
Fleming and Emily Herbert on the
global economy and how countries
such as the US, France and the UK now
spend more on debt servicing than
delence describes clearly and

ively the world’s
debt burden and the resulting $2tn
interest bill that governments and
their citizens must now shoulder
(“The world’s $2tn interest bill",
September 8).

The conclusion is that neither
austerity nor ever-higher borrowing
costs offer an exit; only faster growth
does. Beyond a hoped-for boost to
productivity from Al the tax system is
one of the few levers left, yet public
finances plainly cannot absorb tax cuts
on existing levels of GDP.

A possible way out is therefore not to
reduce current taxes, but to tax
iti growth differently. Under

8]

ideas unrealised, and said the notion
of “woke” science irritated him: “Good
science that meaningfully impacts
lives is good science, no matter what
the subject matter is. If your expert
peers believe [it] will advance your
field and benefit society . . . then that
work should be done.

The White House Office of Manage-
ment and Budget has already tried to
grant reviewing powers to political
appointees at federal agencies, a pro-
posed rule change rightly rejected by
Congress. Resorting to an executive
order workaround is no less toxic.
“This plan will pull the plug on clinical
trials that families are depending on
right now, delay breakthroughs that
are within reach, and hand America’s
biotech edge to our global competi-
tors,” said Erika Sward, executive
director of United for Cures, a coali-
tion of patient groups.

Judging grants on political priorities
rather than scientific merit, warned
the American Association for the

to lob ideol 1 grenades
at the nation’s premier centres of sci-
entific research, it is no surprise that
some future drug developers, device
inventors, life savers and wealth crea-
torsare optingto walk away.
Raffaella Sadun, from Harvard
Business School, told the Harvard
Gazette this month that the survey of
lab management practices started
early last year, just as billions of
dollars in grants from the NIH and
National Science Foundation were
being terminated or frozen, some-
times for falling foul of Donald
Trump’s anti-DEI crusade. Sadun and
colleagues from MIT and Monash piv-
oted to capturing the views of young
scientists caught in the cross|
They sent about 13,000 junior
researchers a survey with questions

of Science, “[risks]
passing over exactly the kind of unex-
pected research that has produced
some of America’s biggest break-
throughs”. The NIH, OMB and the
Department of Health and Human
Services did not respond to a request
forcomment.

The adrrumsuatmn s acuons on
health o far do not inspi
axing grants over censored keywords,
undermining childhood vaccines,
mandating testosterone screening for
some soldiers, the baseless scare over
painkillers in pregnancy and autism.
As tomorrow’s lab leaders drift away
from the precarity and chaos, all those
quick political wins risk addingup toa
mighty loss for US health.

Thewriteris

such a “marginal tax” approach, a
much lower rate would apply only to a
company’s incremental profits — those
earned over and above the previous
fiscal year, or the average of the past
three years.

Where the headline corporate rate is
35 per cent, for example, the increment
might be taxed at 10 per cent. Each
government could set its own

above which the reduced
rate applies. Existing revenues are
untouched; only the new growth is
taxed more lightly.

The same logic can be applied
surgically to employment. If a
company increases its total payroll by,
say, €1mn, a tax credit could be
granted against that additional cost
alone, calibrated to remain below the
extra employment taxes the state
collects on it. Current payroll revenues
would be unaffected.

The side benefits — aside from
generating incremental growth — are
considerable. Lower rates on
incremental profits give companies a
reason to declare more of them,
shrinking the shadow economies that
persist in several countries. Linking the
relief to pay rises tied to Aland digital
reskilling rewards the productivity
those skills generate.

And it can encourage people to work
more, as Germany is already doing by
allowing pensioners who stay in work
to earn up to €2,000 a month tax -free
(clearly a marginal tax

The 2050 net zero target
was never a sound goal

1f an enemy is marching across your
country with devastating effect,
explaining to them that your plan to
rebuild the army will take 24 years to
complete, and asking the enemy to
‘wait is not going to work. You should
tear up the plan and take rapid action.
Similarly net zero by 2050 was never
asound goal. Sticking to it today, in
the face of all the evidence that climate
change is accelerating, is the real
“muddled thinking” in the letter from
Professor John Underhill of the
University of Aberdeen (“Debate
over Jackdaw and Rosebank reflects
muddled thinking”, Letters, September

).
For all the pragmatism of Andy

Colleagues of Bonino
recall an Italian radical

For 20 years, we have had the honour
and privilege of being members of
Emma Bonino's Radical Party
(“Radical activist at a time when
Catholicism held sway”, Obituaries, FT
Weekend, September 19).

As political activists and members of
parliament in Brussels and Rome, we
also took an active part in her national
and international campaigns to protect
and promote human rights.

Among other things, Bonino, or
“Emma” as everybody called her,
played a crucial role in the

il that in the

ham, the prime minister, and all
the arguments of learnt professors, we
must all bow to the reality of the
physics.

‘We need to stop using fossil fuels as
quickly as possible, not enable new
production. When in a deep hole, stop
digging!

Lesley Ellis
Reekitlane, Aberdeenshire, UK

Entrepreneurs — the last
link in Schumpeter’s chain
In her recent column (“Where do new
jobs come from?”, Opinion, September
17) Soumaya Keynes suggests
technology waves are the cause for the
job creation in Joseph Schumpeter’s

1990s led to the establishment of the
ad hoc UN tribunals and the setting up
of the International Criminal Court, an
institution that today is under attack
from the Trump administration.

She preferred deeds to words, and
the best way to honour her life and
achievements would be to defend what
she was able to build.

While some of the issues she held
dear, like opposition to child marriage,
the fight against female genital
mutilation or the universal abolition of
the death penalty are in crisis, the
threats facing the International
Criminal Court would have been her
central preoccupation today. If fending
off the institutional attackers is what
the ICC needs more than anything else,
the general public should support the
court’s candidacy for the Nobel Peace
Prize for 2026 and in turn urge the
Nobel ittee to do so.

Debt-to-GDP ratios cannot be
tackled by spending cuts alone, which
are often politically impossible.
Solutions exist for those willing to
think outside the box, and taxing
growth differently is one of them.
Christian Hadji

President, Hellenic Entrepreneurs

(EENE), Athens, Greece

That would be a last symbolic tribute
to a person who dedicated her entire
life to promoting the rule of law.
Marco Cappato
Member of the European Parliament
(1999 -2009), Rome, Italy
Marco Perduca
Italian Senator (2008-2013),

Rome Italy

model.

This is in fact the last link in
Schumpeter’s kinetic chain. The prime
mover for Schumpeter’s economy was
the entrepreneur who sought to break
free from price competition by
introducing a new product, a new
method of production, a new market,
or a new source of supply.

The goal of the entrepreneur’s
innovation is a temporary monopoly
profit — creating something so distinct
that price competition becomes
irrelevant.

But Schumpeter had an answer for
the monopolist and that was the
imitator that copied the work of the
innovator and brought the innovation
to the mass market — which is where
the vast majority of net job creation
occurs.

Schumpeter did believe that
innovation came in clusters or waves,
but knew that simply waiting for them
to occur was not the answer.

Ultimately, Schumpeter understood
that simply waiting for the next tech
wave is passive; while fostering a
dynamic, highly competitive economy
is what truly breeds entrepreneurs and
creates new jobs.

Steven Williams
Cataumet, MA, US

Sceptic’s view of London’s
push to promote cycling
Your editorial on “The age of the
e-bike” (The FT View, FT Weekend,
August 29) listed reducing the number
of cars on the road as one of the
benefits of encouraging more cycling.
And it is often used as one of the
justifications for investment in cycling
infrastructure. Is there really evidence
to back this up?

Here in London, looking at the
stream of cyclists heading into the
centre, for the most part young or
youngish professionals and office
workers (you see very few bikes with
bags of tools on the back), the idea that
otherwise they would be driving cars
into central London is a nonsense. If
not on bikes, surely the vast majority
would otherwise be on public
transport?

And to take another metric, if more
cycling was meant to take cars off the
road, then looking at the traffic
congestion in London, it seems to be
failing miserably.

Andrew Seaton
London SE11, UK

Council libraries should be
aredoubt of the print FT

Iam of the opinion that the reading
health of our local communities can be
measured by the offerings of their local
libraries (“We are setting up a
generation to fail at school”, Data
Points, FT Weekend, September 12;
and “The UK must embrace its
libraries in the age of AI", Opinion,
May 19).

1 visit the Royal Borough of Chelsea
and Kensington library on most
Saturdays to flick through The
Economist and FT Weekend. This saves
me around £20 every week.

However, on my now regular visits to
North Tyneside I find no newspapers
whatsoever at my parent’s local library,
Tassume this is due to cuts to council
budgets, but I believe this is depriving
local residents, both young and old, of
knowledge sources that are essential
today.

Physical print newspapers may
appear outdated in an age of never-
ending digital media and Al, but my
view is that there is a qualitative
difference in engagement while reading
through a hard copy, particularly high
quality publications.

Who knows if print newspapers will
remain economically sustainable, but
one would hope that local councils will
continue to take them, thus doing their
bit to prevent further dividing lines
between “haves” and “have-nots”,

Perhaps The Economist and the FT
can jointly look into this issue.

Raza Naqvi
London SW10, UK
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onstructive strategic stabil-
ity” is China and America’s
unpoetic bilateral goal. It
must be getting harder by
the day for the Chinese to
recite it witha straight face. Confronting
amidterm electoral defeat amid intrac-
table wars, Donald Trump announced
on Sunday that his planned Washington
triumphal arch would also be a “top
grade military complex”. This monu-
ment to himself will stock drones, snip-
ersand abigammunition depot. Trump
did not say against whom this firepower
would be directed. Nor have we been

Trump is checking out of his presidency

told which win his “arc de Trump” will
commemorate. We do know that he
nowadaystalksoflittle else.

To say that Trump has checked out of
the business of governing is an under-
statement. It would also imply that he
had previously checked in. Yet in his
first year, Trump had a plan and exe-
cuted a lot of it. This included the big
beautiful bill of tax cuts, a trade war, ICE
deportation round-ups, Elon Musk’s
assault ontheadministrative stateand a
government-wide DEI purge. The
phrase “Trump’s war on . . . (universi-
ties, science, law firms, fill in the blank)™
became a media cliché. Whatever you
thought of his choice of targets, Trump
had them in his sights.

In his second year, however, the presi-
dent’s mind has increasingly been colo-
nised by monuments to himself. Aside
from ego, few can credit the depth of
Trump’s obsession with these kitsch
monstrosities, Richard Painter, who was

ethics chief in George W Bush’s White
House, said that Trump'sarch should be
dedicated to the 25th Amendment, by
which a president can be removed for
incapacity, including insanity, He meant
itasajoke. There is less chance of the US
vice-president, JD Vance, invoking the
25th against his boss than of Trump con-
verting to Buddhism.

In his second year,
his mind has increasingly
been colonised by
monuments to himself

That said, Trump appears serenely
indifferent to his party’s likely midterm
defeat. In spite of promising to bring
prices down, his actions have only
fuelled inflation. This stems from his
kaleidoscopic tariff rates, the now

seven-month-old Operation Epic Fury
war on Iran and the rapidly growing US
budget deficit about which he has said
nothing. US public debt topped $40tn
last month, which is double what it was
when Trump first took office in2017.

On AL Trump seems to be going out of
his way to inflame voter fears. Though
Republican voters are just as worried
about data centres as Democrats,
Trump last month said “let data reign”.
He added that any parts of America that
refused such investments were con-
demning themselves to poverty. His

much of which has been coming from
his Maga allies, including Steve Bannon.
On Saturday, h p

ate an “Al force” and appoint a new Al
tsar. In the same post, however, he dis-
missed Al fears as a “*hoax” and vowed
that he will not “in any way hinder or
stifle” the sector’s breakneck expan-
sion. With regulation such as this, who
needs free-for-all? It’s little wonder that
swing-state Republican candidates are
not agitating for Trump to join them on

response to bout Al threat-
ening humanity was to hold a push poll
on Truth Social last weekend on people’s
preferred substitute term for “artificial”
intelligence, which he said was inaccu-
rate. “Supreme” intelli which was

the campaign trail.
The term “lame duck” would be
any other i 's sleep.

But the concept is alien to Trump. He
spends more of his time telling people
about his architectural plans than he

wit, Trump last week said he would halt
renovation of the Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts after courts undid
his decision to rename it after himself.
The centre, which was thriving 18
months ago, now faces the threat of
dilapidation.

There is no foreseeable off-ramp from
Trump’s war in Lran. Trump's critics
should remember that there is also no
off-ramp from Trump until 2029. I can
think of no example of a US president
losing interest in their job with two-and-
a-half years still to run. This includes
Trump in his first term and Joe Biden’s
progressively more lacklustre single
term. This presents America and the
world with an unusual spectre. Atatime

devotes to Iran, Al or the
Jubl hold little interest.

Trump’s first choice, did not win the poll
(“superior” did).

There are hints that Trump may be
acknowledging the Al blowback —

Simple projects, such as the new White
House ballroom, which will also include
a “massive” military complex beneath
it, are his main object of fascination. To

of g global instability, Amer-
ica’s president is simultaneously stoking
it and uninterested in doing anything
aboutit.

edward.luce@ft.com

Why the Fed
must resist
the president

Martin Wolf F'conomics

What happens when a fundamentally

strong economy faces an

irresponsible government?

ast week, the Federal Reserve

made the decision to raise the

federal funds rate, for the first

timein three years, by aquar-

ter of a percentage point to a
range of 3.75 per cent to 4 per cent. This
‘was sensible, indeed overdue, given its
consistent failure to hit the inflation tar-
get. Donald Trump responded with pre-
dictable fury, stating that “Interest
Rates in the United States should be 1%,
or less, because we are the Best Credit in
the World — BY FAR", though he did also
stress that “1 told Kevin, I said, you
might as well vote with the board
because it’s just not going to matter. The
board is very hostile,” adding that it “is
raising . . . only for political reasons,
and that’s a raise against Trump." This,
not surprisingly, is ridi

American economy appears to be
strengthening . . . Soweremoved adose
of accommodation.”

In other words, this was a needed, yet
modest, tightening. On one point, this
view is unchallengeable: not just head-
line inflation but other measures have
remained persistently above target
since 2021. Such overshooting makes
the target a mockery. Moreover, given
the investment triggered by Al, Trump’s
Ioose fiscal policy, his tariffs and his
decision to create a substantial energy
shock with his war on Iran, there was lit-
tle reason to expect inflation to go back
to the target. The opposite was more
likely. (See charts.)

This is not to say that all doubts about
the Warsh Fed should be put to one side.
Claudia Sahm, one of its most influential

Itistoo soon to be confident. But what
Warsh has been saying and doing is
comforting. Moreover, Trump is even
helpful. If his alternative made any
sense, it might carry some weight. But it
does not. The Fed must either ignore
him or throw in the towel in the fight to
meet its mandate. Warsh, it seems, is
aware of that. Still better, the Fed's deci-
sion to raise was unanimous.

‘Warsh made two important points in
last Wednesday’s f One

observers, asks some penetrating ques-
tions in her Substack. How, in Warsh’s
view, does monetary policy contribute
to growth? How does a tighter monetary
policy lower inflation, other than by
slowing the economy? Does he have any
idea of what the “neutral rate” is? If not,
how does he judge how “accommoda-
tive” policy now is? Warsh could and
should answer these questions without
abandoning his scepticism about the
“fe ility” of the on

y's press

‘was that “for more than five years, infla-
tion has been running above target. So,
our predominant focus is on the price-
stability side of our mandate. The plain
fact is that inflation is too high and has
been for too long.” The other was that
“Our decision comes at atime when the

which Ishare his doubts.

Far more important is that he has
refused to offer intellectual or rhetorical
support to Trump’s demand for a huge
cut in interest rates. The Fed is taking a
conventional view of its twin objectives
of low inflation and high employment.
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All US inflation measures have been above

target since Covid
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Rising real interest rates have been the driver

US 10-year government bond yields (%)
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The US has the largest fiscal deficit among
the biggest high-income economies
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Meanwhile, Trump’s assertion that
the rate should be 1 per cent because the
US is “the Best Credit in the World” is
irrelevantand absurd.

It is irrelevant, because the short-
term policy rate depends on macroeco-
nomic conditions, notably current and
expected inflation and unemployment.
In a country with a creditworthy state,
longer-term nominal rates are deter-
mined by real rates of interest, expected
inflation and various perceived risks.
The former is determined by expected

Warsh has refused to
offer rhetorical support
to the demand for a huge
cutin interest rates

macroeconomic conditions over the
long run. 1f we subtract the yield on 10~

Indeed, one might wonder whether
these yields should even be higher, in

year Treasury Inflati d Secu-
rities (TIPS) from conventional 10-year
bonds, we get the market’s compensa-
tion for inflation over the period. This
will be related to expected inflation, but
not identical toit, because of the need to
protect against risk.

On September 17, the yield on 10-year
Tips was around 2.6 per cent, the con-
ventional bond 4.9 per cent and so infla-
tion compensation 2.3 per cent. Both

nominal and real yields are roughly
terath beforethe financialci-

view of the ibility that the US gov-
ernment might, at some point, find it
hard to fund itself on favourable terms.
Given its huge fiscal deficits, the need
for foreign funding of a country running
a huge current account deficit and the
shift from long-term holders of its bonds
to financing by hedge funds, a funding
crisisisat least imaginable. In that situa-
tion, some combination of Fed emer-
gency funding with financial repression
seemslikely.

e Y
sis of 2007-09. Inflation compensation
is, if anything, also modest, given the
shocks since 2021. In sum, nominal
yields seem to be at reasonable levels,
given today’s robust recent economic
performance.

, Trump’s that
the USiis the “best credit” in theworld is
untrue. It has the biggest and arguably
strongest economy. But the root of the
word “credit” is the Latin word “cre-
dere”, which means “to believe”. It is
remarkable that investors continue to

trust the publicdebt of a country able to
elect a man as radically untrustworthy
as Trump — twice. Given that his poli-
cies, notably his fiscal ones, are so reck-
less, and those elsewhere, notably on
tariffs, so rule-breaking, confidence in
the US government is remarkable. But if
his demand for policy rates at 1 per cent.
(minus 2 per cent real) were delivered,
itwould surely trigger a lenders’ strike.
The Fed’s job is to keep inflation
under control, regardless of political
pressure and absurd arguments from a
desperate president. Meanwhile, we see
a battle not just between the Fed and
Trump, but between a fundamentally
strong economy and an irresponsible
government. How that ends is one of the
mostimportantissuesof ourera.

martinwolf@ft.com

Chris
Hughes

ario Amodei wants inde-
pendent evaluators to have
desks inside Al companies.
In his essay on the need
to pace the frontier,

Amodei s right — Al companies need banking-style supervision

private firms to continually weigh the
benefits of innovation against its risks.
The Federal Reserve, FDIC and the
Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency (OCC) all embed inside the

outside a lab’s realm of operation.
‘Under a supervisory approach mod-
elled on bank supervision, each frontier
Allab would work with a team of super-
visors who und d its technol

commercial banks they supervise to
learn how the businesses operate and
where their weaknesses lie. These
supervisors meet with staff and man-
agement, review internal documenta-
tionand keep up with day-to-day opera-
tions. Their job is to assess whether
ety da ad 1 g sk

Anthropic’s chief executive p
outsiders key cards, laptops and nearly
full access so that they can monitor how
the company’s systems are working in
real time rather than simply testing
them before release. He makes the case
for governments to formalise this
arrangement, pointing to bank supervi-
sionasaprecedent.

Itis agood comparison. Like Al, bank-
ing changes rapidly and reaches across
the economy, forcing publicofficials and

inaccordance with regulation — not just
whether paperwork is in order. If they
are not, supervisors can require the
bank to fix the problem.

The need to adopt a similar approach
to Al has never felt more urgent. This
summer, Al agents showed they have
become increasingly clever, co-ordinat-
ing with one another to meet their
goals, Hacks illustrate how a lapse in
oversight can spill into systems entirely

Embedded from the start in model

Evaluators would ensure
the agents building systems
are focused on preventing
bad behaviour

design and review, supervisors would
ensure the humans and agents building
these systems are adequately focused
on preventing bad behaviour.
Supervisors would also oversee stress
tests for the models. Each year the larg-
est banks must show how they would
fare in a severe downturn, against sce-
narios the Federal Reserve updates and

(until recently) has kept confidential so
banks cannot train for the test. Al sys-
tems will pose their own systemic risk if
they manage to gain control of electric-
ity, payment or transportation systems.
A stress test would require each com-
pany to show that its staff could still
override or shut down a model under
those conditions, against scenarios the
company has not seeninadvance.

We need to learn lessons from the
success or failure to regulate other sec-
tors. Policymakers failed to regulate
social media because they were over-
whelmed by the range of problems,
ranging from teen mental health to pri-
vacy and misinformation. The chal-
lenges of Al can be similarly intimidat-
ing, but Congress does not need one
massive bill to deal with AL Instead, it
should start with the most pressing con-
cern today — model safety — and go
from there. The work will require a reg-
ulatory agency, perhaps called the

Office of Al Supervision, to translate
requirements into rules.

Bank supervision is far from perfect.
Officials have sometimes identified
dangers and then failed to act. In other

Tonde ki Tae

tier Act, which OpenAl has partially
endorsed, would require the largest AT
companies to retain federally licensed
assessors for ongoing safety reviews. But
this stops short of public supervision.
< ies could hire their own asses-

cases, ha d to strip

out of supervi:
reducing it to the completion of nar-
rowly configured checklists. Supervi-
sors can become compromised or “cap-
tured”, causing them to inaccurately
assess the nature of risk.

‘To mitigate these challenges, an Al
agency would need staff who under-
stand the technological digm and

sors, risking the conflicts that compro-
mised credit rating agencies before
2008. No independent supervisory
agency would be charged with oversee-
ing the labs, and there would be no
embedded supervisorsas in banking,

Al holds enormous promise, and like
any other technology it brings risks that
h: 1 A ABan o

are unafraid to bring ll:eir power to
bear. Senior examiners should rotate
between companies, just as they do in
banking, The OCC caps an examiner-in-
charge’s tenure at a single bank at five
years. Given how fast Al moves, three
would work better.

Congress has already started to con-
sider these ideas. The bipartisan Fron-

ision
model for Al regulation creates a way
for public officials and private expertsto
assess those trade-offs together, while
ensuring that the companies profiting
fromadecision are not its only judges.

The writer, a co-founder of Facebook, is
the author of ‘Marketcrafters’ and a non-
resident fellow at the Brookings Institution
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