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Corrections & Clarifications

A correction to a correction. The headline of a Front Page report (October

22, 2025) was right — “Deepavali fireworks send Delhi air quality inching

to a five-year low”.

A
rti�cial Intelligence (AI)-generated deep-
fakes, or synthetically generated images
and videos, have been proliferating on

social media ever since generative AI made pho-
torealistic content as easy as typing a description
of a given scene. As this technology developed ra-
pidly over 2024, concerns were raised over elec-
toral integrity and disinformation ampli�ed with
the aid of such AI-generated content. While those
concerns did not reach the peaks of the feared
outcomes, AI “slop” has become pervasive, from
low-budget advertisements to high-budget politi-
cal caricatures. In this context, the Union govern-
ment’s move to propose mandatory labelling of
AI-generated content with an amendment to the
IT Rules, 2021, advances the global conversation
somewhat in navigating this phenomenon. It is
unclear how big the problem of being unable to
identify AI slop is for Internet users in India — also
the world’s second largest AI user base. Two key
factors tilt the scales in favour of acting: as with
pre-AI disinformation and misinformation, lies
and misleading content may at any time explode
into virality, granting them a disproportionate
place in the democratic setup; and the technolo-
gy to create photorealistic content that deceives
many people is improving every week. Public
personalities have frequently complained, some-
times in court, of the usurpation of their likeness-
es in the service of unscrupulous projects.

Unlike mandatory smoking warnings at the ci-
nema and on OTT streaming services, an inter-
vention that had little industry buy-in before be-
ing imposed on entertainment producers and
consumers alike with nothing to reliably show for
impact, labelling has been o�ered up by large so-
cial media and AI �rms from the very beginning
of synthetic content’s increasing accessibility.
Meta, Inc. decided last year to label AI-generated
content on Facebook, while the Coalition for
Content Provenance and Authenticity (C2PA) has
brought industry players together for working on
“digital provenance” issues, borrowing a concept
from the art appraisal world. Subordinate legisla-
tion may not have been the ideal instrument to
e�ect this change — the IT Rules already regulate
streaming services, social media content remo-
vals and the now-prohibited real money gaming
industry, all without being tested in Parliament.
At some point, these rules need to be explicitly
considered by people’s representatives. Technol-
ogy policymakers have mused throughout the In-
ternet-era that regulation lags behind innovation.
The government must be willing to dynamically
follow up this proposal with agile action both in
terms of relaxing rules that have outlived their
utility, and introducing new ones according to re-
quirement.

Synthetic media
The requirement of labelling

AI-generated imagery is a good start

S
mall, incremental steps are what set a �y-
wheel in motion. As far as labour laws go,
the Tamil Nadu government’s proposal to

allow women to be employed in about 20 opera-
tions listed as ‘dangerous’, and from which they
were prohibited from being employed in so far, is
progressive. The government has proposed
amendments to the Tamil Nadu Factories Rules,
1950, to allow women to take up even jobs titled
hazardous or dangerous, when these Rules come
into practice; only pregnant women and young
persons will be barred from these jobs. Earlier,
the government had amended the Rules to allow
women to be deployed on the night shift in facto-
ries, changing the historic practice of keeping
them out. In this recent amendment, which was
hosted in the public realm for feedback in Sep-
tember, factories are also required to get the wo-
man’s consent in writing for the night shift. These
are changes that have come literally, rule by rule,
but in e�ect, the government has shrugged o� its
patriarchal stance here, freeing up women from
the perception that they are vulnerable and weak
and will have to be protected by the State. The
operations which are set to be opened for women
include electrolytic process, glass manufacture,
manufacture and treatment of lead, generation
of gas and petroleum, blasting, liming and tan-
ning of raw hides and skins, graphite powdering,
manufacture of dichromates and carcinogenic
dye intermediates, �reworks and match facto-
ries, manufacture of manganese, dangerous pes-
ticides, use of benzene, and operations involving
high noise and vibration levels. 

Removing legal barriers is the �rst step toward
implementing progressive measures that will fa-
cilitate more equitable workplaces. However cru-
cial this �rst step is in rectifying age-old patriar-
chy-reinforced assigned gender roles in society
and industry, it is not enough. This should be fol-
lowed up by provision of adequate amenities and
facilities for women, including separate toilets,
changing rooms, and closed areas for conducting
medical checks which are mandated for such in-
dustries, besides drop home facilities in places
that have hitherto had no women workers at all.
This will clearly require some investment, close
involvement of the management, and at least in-
itially, active monitoring by State labour authori-
ties. The government must also take care to en-
sure that women who are in circumstances that
might not enable their participation in these jobs
are not forced into them, or penalised for not
opting for these tasks. Without this being set in
place, any progressive measure to dismantle the
barriers that keep Indian society from being a
more equitable job market will turn out to be a
damp squib. 

Good job
Factories must provide facilities for

women employed in hazardous jobs

E
ighty years ago, in the aftermath of the
most devastating war in human history,
the nations of the world came together
to forge a new compact — one that

would seek to prevent future con�ict, promote
human dignity and uphold the rule of law across
borders. The United Nations (UN) was born not of
triumph, but of tragedy; not as a monument to
power, but as a mechanism for peace.

As someone who served the UN for nearly
three decades, from 1978 to 2007, I witnessed
�rst-hand its evolution from a Cold War
battleground to a post-Cold War laboratory of
global cooperation. I saw the UN falter in Rwanda
and Srebrenica, and rise to the occasion in East
Timor and Namibia. I saw it struggle with
bureaucracy and politics, yet persist in its mission
to feed the hungry, shelter the displaced, and give
voice to the voiceless. The UN is not perfect — nor
was it ever meant to be — but it remains
indispensable.

At 80, the UN stands at a crossroads. The
world it was designed to serve has changed
beyond recognition. The bipolar order of 1945
gave way to American unipolarity, which in turn
has yielded to a fragmented, multipolar
landscape. New powers have emerged, old
alliances have frayed, and transnational
challenges —from climate change to cyber warfare
— defy the boundaries of traditional diplomacy.
The UN must adapt or risk irrelevance.

A shifting global landscape
The most striking transformation in recent years
has been the erosion of the post-war consensus.
The institutions built to uphold liberal
internationalism are under strain, not only from
authoritarian regimes but also from within
democracies themselves. Multilateralism is
increasingly viewed with suspicion, and
nationalism —once a force for liberation — is now
often wielded as a cudgel against cooperation.

In this context, the UN’s foundational
principles — sovereign equality, peaceful
resolution of disputes, and collective security —
are more vital than ever. But they are also more
contested. The Security Council, for instance,
remains frozen in time, re�ecting the power
dynamics of 1945 rather than the realities of 2025.
Calls for reform have grown louder, especially
from countries such as India, Germany, Japan,
Brazil, and South Africa, which rightly seek a seat
at the table commensurate with their global
standing.

India’s own case is compelling. As the world’s
most populous nation and largest democracy, a
major contributor to UN peacekeeping, and a
rising economic power, India embodies the spirit

of the UN Charter. Despite all this, it remains
outside the permanent membership of the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) — a glaring
anomaly that undermines the Council’s
legitimacy and e�ectiveness.

Despite its shortcomings, the UN continues to
play a vital role in global a�airs. Its humanitarian
agencies — UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), World
Food Programme (WFP), UNICEF — deliver
life-saving aid in con�ict zones and
disaster-stricken regions. Its peacekeepers,
though stretched thin, provide a modicum of
stability in fragile states. Its convening power
allows nations to negotiate, deliberate, and
sometimes even agree.

The UN’s normative in�uence is perhaps its
most underappreciated asset. Through its
declarations, treaties, and resolutions, it has
helped shape global norms on human rights,
gender equality and sustainable development.
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
adopted in 2015, represent a bold vision for
inclusive growth and planetary stewardship —
one that transcends borders and ideologies.

Yet, the UN’s ability to act is often constrained
by the very member-states that it serves. When
powerful nations �out international law or use
their vetoes to shield allies (or worse,
themselves), the UN is left hamstrung. When
funding is politicised or withheld, its agencies
struggle to deliver. The UN is not an abstract
entity. It is a mirror of the world, re�ecting its
di�erences and inequities, and the will (or lack
thereof ) of its members.

The challenge of strategic autonomy
India’s foreign policy has long emphasised
sovereignty and strategic autonomy, resisting
alignment with any single power bloc. This
approach has gained renewed relevance in a
world marked by great-power competition and
regional instability. Alongside other rising and
middle powers, India seeks to protect regional
interests without being drawn into rivalries
among the United States, China or Russia.

This posture re�ects a broader critique of
global governance structures, particularly the
UNSC. India has consistently called for reform
that re�ects contemporary realities — one that is
not merely powerful but principled, inclusive and
representative. The current system, shaped by
post-war hierarchies, remains inequitable and
unresponsive to diverse perspectives.

A reimagined global order must embrace
plurality — not just of power, but of experience
and voice. India’s vision is not of dominance, but
of dignity: a world where sovereignty is
respected, cooperation is valued and institutions

are shaped by the many, not the few.
So what must be done? First, the UNSC must

be reformed to re�ect contemporary realities.
This is not merely a matter of equity. It is a matter
of e�cacy. A UNSC that excludes key
stakeholders cannot hope to command
legitimacy or deliver results. Second, the UN must
invest in agility. In a world of fast-moving crises,
responsiveness is key. Streamlining
decision-making, empowering �eld operations,
and embracing digital tools are essential steps.
Third, the UN must reclaim its moral voice. In an
age of disinformation and polarisation, the UN’s
ability to speak truth to power — to uphold
universal values and defend the vulnerable — is
more important than ever. This requires courage,
clarity and consistency.

Finally, member-states must recommit to the
UN’s mission. The organisation cannot function
without political will and �nancial support. It
needs champions, not just critics; partners, not
just participants. Budgetary shortfalls, thanks to
defaults by the U.S. and others of their dues, have
forced the Secretariat to implement painful sta�
reductions, freeze hiring, and scale back core
programmes. The irony is stark: the institution
most needed to address global crises is being
weakened by the very powers that helped create
it.

A mandate for the future as renewal, reform
The UN at 80 is neither a relic nor a panacea. It is
a work in progress — a re�ection of our collective
aspirations and contradictions. Its failures are
real, but so are its achievements. To dismiss the
UN is to abandon the idea that humanity can
govern itself through dialogue rather than
domination.

As someone who spent much of his adult life in
its service, I remain convinced that the UN
matters. It matters to the refugee seeking shelter,
to the peacekeeper standing guard, to the
diplomat negotiating a fragile truce. It matters to
all of us who believe that cooperation is not
weakness, and that justice is not a luxury.

The United Nations remains an indispensable
symbol — not of perfection, but of possibility. As
Dag Hammarskjöld said, it was meant “not to
take mankind to heaven, but to save humanity
from hell”. The UN is both stage and actor: a
stage for its member-states, and an actor when
they empower it to defend our common
humanity. Ironically, the actor is often blamed for
the failures of the stage. As it marks its 80th
anniversary, its challenge is to become more
representative, responsive, and resilient in a
world that needs principled global cooperation
more than ever.

The UN matters, as a symbol of possibility
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The United
Nations, at 80,
is a work in
progress, with a
vital role in
global a�airs

I
nternational cooperation between countries
often leads to the creation of international
organisations (IOs) to administer the treaties

that states sign and ratify. These IOs, or
Intergovernmental Organisations, may operate at
the multilateral level, such as the United Nations
(UN), or at the regional level, such as the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation.

While the existence of these IOs is a fact of life,
a question of contemporary relevance that has
not attracted much attention is whether IOs are
subject to the jurisdiction of the domestic courts
of the host state where they are based, or
whether they enjoy immunity from such
jurisdiction. This question is particularly relevant
for India as it is home to a number of IOs.

The immunities that di�erent IOs enjoy di�er.
An IO’s immunity is to be determined through a
careful reading of the treaty establishing the IO,
the headquarters agreement (an agreement
between the IO and the host state), and the
domestic legislation, if any, that created the IO.
The theoretical basis for an IO’s immunity from
the jurisdiction of the host state’s domestic courts
is based on the ‘functional necessity’ thesis.

Accordingly, immunity to IOs is crucial to
ensure that they can perform their functions
smoothly. While this is generally true, the
functional necessity thesis, as international
lawyers such as Jan Klabbers point out, is not
without its problems. For instance, what happens
when an IO abuses its powers by acting in an
arbitrary or discriminatory fashion? Can the IO
still hide under the cloak of immunity in the
name of functionality?

Judicial practice of other countries
In numerous countries, a typical case that their
national courts have handled is whether they
have jurisdiction to hear employment disputes
between a sta� member and the IO. In all such
disputes, IOs have claimed immunity from the
court’s jurisdiction. If an IO wishes to claim

immunity from domestic courts for employment
disputes, it should provide an alternative
mechanism to its sta� to settle disputes that they
may have with the organisation. The
International Court of Justice, as early as 1954, in
the E�ect of Awards Case, upheld the creation of
the United Nations Administrative Tribunal, a
body created by the UN, for the purpose of
providing an orderly judicial mechanism to settle
sta� disputes.

Traditionally, courts in several jurisdictions
have dismissed claims brought by sta� members
against an IO on the principle of functional
immunity. However, more recently, as
international lawyer August Reinisch
demonstrates, national courts have begun to
assess the ‘human rights impact’ of their
immunity decisions. The critical question is
whether the court’s denial of jurisdiction to hear
a claim brought against an IO by a sta� member
will render the petitioner without remedies. If
yes, it would constitute a denial of justice.

Alternative remedy
Arguably, if an IO provides for an alternative
dispute settlement mechanism for its sta�
members, the domestic court should deny
jurisdiction, upholding the IO’s immunity.
However, a mere theoretical possibility of an
alternative dispute settlement is not enough. As
the Italian Supreme Court held in Drago vs
International Plant Genetic Resources Institute, the
alternative remedy should be an independent
and impartial judicial remedy to settle sta�
disputes.

Likewise, a Belgian court in Siedler vs Western
European Union abjured the IO’s immunity
because the alternative remedy did not promise a
fair trial. In Banque africaine de développement vs
Degboe, a French court rejected the immunity
argument of the because no alternative remedy
existed. The bank had created an alternative
remedy after the petitioner’s dismissal, which the

petitioner could not access. In short, what courts
worldwide are increasingly assessing is not just
the availability of the IOs’ alternative dispute
settlement but also its adequacy, judged by the
principles of natural justice. To better understand
this point, let us assume that the domestic
legislation creating the IO or the headquarters
agreement between the IO and the host state
provides for arbitration as an alternative method
to resolve employment-related disputes. Will this
be su�cient for the IO to claim immunity from
the domestic court’s jurisdiction? The answer is
no. The theoretical availability of arbitration is a
starting point.

Vital questions
The key question is about what steps the IO has
taken to e�ectively implement this alternative
remedy. For example, has the IO established a
precise mechanism for conducting arbitration to
address employment disputes within its rules,
regulations and by-laws? Has it appointed a panel
of independent arbitrators? Has the IO been
a�liated with any arbitral institution and adopted
its rules? Moreover, has it expressly waived its
immunity regarding the supervisory jurisdiction
of domestic courts in the arbitration of
employment disputes? If not, arbitration will not
be an e�ective remedy.

In other words, has the IO taken steps to
ensure that this alternative remedy provides
reasonable and e�ective access to a dispute
settlement mechanism that is fair for the
adjudication of employment disputes? If the
answer is no, the IO cannot reasonably claim
immunity in employment disputes before
domestic courts.

In sum, the immunity of IOs should be
respected. Nonetheless, immunity should not
become a licence for an IO to abuse public power,
leading to grave injustice.

The views expressed are personal

Immunity of international organisations is no free pass
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The issue
acquires
relevance as
India is home to
a number of
international
organisations

‘A great conversation’
Every speech or
conversation by the
President of the U.S.,
Donald Trump, is becoming
a cause for embarrassment
for India (Front page, “Modi,
Trump speak; U.S., India call
accounts di�er”, October
23). But in the fluid
geopolitical scenario, India
does not have many
diplomatic choices.
However, Mr. Trump’s
frequent statements about
Russian oil and the
India-Pakistan conflict

unforgettable moments.
K. Chidanand Kumar,
Bengaluru

From his iconic comic roles
in Sholay, Chupke Chupke,
and Aaj Ki Taaza Khabar to
his memorable character
parts, he brought laughter
and life to every frame. His
natural charm and perfect
timing made him a legend.

Mani Ramani Jayanthi,
Nerul, Navi Mumbai

Sholay, where he was cast
as a British jailor, was a
laugh riot. His gravelly
voice, facial contortions and
body language endeared
him to audiences.
C.V. Aravind,
Bengaluru

The veteran actor leaves
behind a legacy filled with
humour, talent and

Indian cinema lies not just
in laughter but also in
consistency — the mark of a
true entertainer who
evolved with time yet
stayed rooted in charm and
simplicity. 
Jubel D’Cruz,
Mumbai

Govardhan Asrani’s take on
Hitler, in the epoch-making

time when people expect
transparency, accountability
and frugality from public
institutions, such
ostentatious spending
sends out a wrong message. 

Kurian Mathew,
Kochi, Kerala

Govardhan Asrani
The passing of veteran actor
and comedian Govardhan
Asrani on October 20 is a
loss. His craft influenced the
evolution of comedy —
there was dignity, subtlety
and art. His contribution to

should be countered with
facts. India needs to take an
active part in the resolution
of geopolitical issues that
are transforming the global
order.
Kosaraju Chandramouli,

Hyderabad

Lokpal and luxury cars
The Lokpal’s decision to
‘look for’ seven luxury BMW
cars is shocking. The urge
for extravagant spending by
an institution that has the
mandate to expose
corruption is ironic. At a
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Lady Goschen has issued the following appeal:
A Nurses’ Association was started in Madras
during the year 1920 and as Patroness, I am
most anxious to provide a Home, with quarters
where Nurses may reside, and also to have a
club to provide them with recreation when not
on duty. There are now 160 members, living all
over the city without any place of meeting in
which they can get the relaxation, which I am
sure you will deem as necessary, in view of their
arduous duties.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 24, 1925

A home for nurses

‘Your food is on its way’

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

X

Residents use rubber tubes as a float to transport food, arranged by the Revenue Department, to the doorsteps of families marooned across Vellore city in Tamil Nadu. Heavy

rainfall caused waterlogging on Thursday. VENKATACHALAPATHY C.

A
head of Conference of the Parties
(COP)30 in November in Belém,
Brazil, global headwinds have left
many developed countries in the

West increasingly reluctant to take on the
mantle of climate leadership. India, like other
countries, is expected to update climate
commitments and present an adaption plan.
Should India take global leadership on climate
change? Hisham Mundol and Ulka Kelkar discuss
the question in a conversation moderated by
Jacob Koshy. Edited excerpts:

This seems to be a very unusual lead-up to a
COP. The U.S. has withdrawn from the Paris
Agreement, the European Union is reluctant
to assume leadership on climate, and Brazil,
which is hosting COP30, appears only to be
stressing on implementation. Are we
heading towards a washout?

Hisham Mundol: I am by nature a ‘glass half
full’ person. Before most COPs, there is often a
lack of direction. We live in particularly
turbulent geopolitical times and I imagine we
may not get sweeping new outcomes like we
did in 2015, with the Paris Agreement. Despite
the U.S.’s exit (from the Paris Agreement), I see
the emergence of an ‘Axis of Good’ — a number
of countries working with one another
consistently on climate change. We’re seeing
Europeans and Indians working on climate
technology. I wouldn’t be surprised if Brazil
and India work on areas where there is
common ground, such as forests. India has
never been the most glamorous player on
international climate negotiations, but it has
something far more valuable than glamour, and
that is a steady hand. Climate change is not a
politically divisive issue in India. We have made
commitments and are working towards them.
Finally, an ‘implementation COP’ may not
sound ambitious but it we manage to
implement the promises already made, that
would be real progress.

Ulka Kelkar: First, I expect that this COP will
emphasise the need for �nance for climate
adaption and not just for (mitigation) actions
where there is already private sector revenue.
So, not just (�nance for) solar power or electric
vehicles, but also for adaptation to potential
climate impacts in sectors such as agriculture
and water resources.

Second, the emphasis on implementation
means that developing countries like ours need
to create a pipeline of projects that we can invest
in — not just sectors but speci�c projects. 

And third, this big number of $1.3 trillion (an

annual �gure that must be raised by 2035 as
climate �nance) should feature in the title of the
‘Baku to Belém’ road map that will come up for
discussion at this COP. This road map should
include the entire �nancial system — not just
public �nance, but also the private sector,
multilateral development banks, and
philanthropies — to discuss how the �nance
�ows can become greener.

Isn’t implementation something that
countries ought to be doing locally? Why do
we need a COP for that?

UK: Many COPs end up reaching a point where
there is a near-breakdown of negotiations and
attempts are made to salvage it in the last
minute. But that drama aside, the process
continues and each COP is an incremental
development over the previous one. 

Implementation cannot happen without
discussing the means of implementation, which
is primarily �nance. It can also mean technology
and skilling. We hope that there will be
discussions on innovative new sources of �nance
that can be added to the pool of money required
for adapting to and mitigating climate change.
Once these discussions happen, on the means of
implementation, countries can go back and
implement (projects) on some practical basis.
Otherwise, it (implementation) is left to just how
much public funding countries can raise
domestically; and how much private investment
businesses and banks can bring in based on
pro�t considerations alone.

The scienti�c reality is that even o�cial
commitments by countries to cut carbon
emissions are unlikely to reduce global
emissions enough to keep them below the
Paris Agreement target of a 2°C rise by 2100.
This is partly because of the high costs

involved, as we had earlier discussed. How
do we ensure that countries don’t get stuck
in a blame game, and instead evolve creative
solutions regarding funding adaptations?

HM: International cooperation has worked best
when driven not by largesse but by individual,
national, strategic, and security interests. When
the world responded to HIV-AIDS, it was
because it realised that if large parts of
sub-Saharan Africa were going to be ravaged by
the epidemic, it would cause unrest. The cost of
a security intervention is dramatically more than
a developmental intervention. China is not
building a green economy because it loves the
environment, but because it realises that that
this is the future. Big industrial conglomerates in
India, such as the Adani Group and Reliance
Group, are investing as much as they are in
green energy because they see that there is
shareholder value to be created. Consider
carbon pricing: many countries are looking at
establishing some form of carbon market (where
individual reductions in carbon emissions can
be traded for pro�t).

UK: Often, I think that the scale of the challenge
for India is not always understood in the West
and sometimes the opportunity that that scale
o�ers is also not fully appreciated. So, one thing
that has come out in the news recently is that for
the �rst time, emissions from India’s power
sector have actually stopped growing because
there is so much more renewable energy now in
the electricity system. If you look at model
projections for the future, you will see that even
decades into the future, despite being a growing
economy where houses have to be built,
manufacturing jobs have to be created, and
power has to supplied for a variety of
applications from transport to cooking, India’s
power sector emissions are actually not
projected to grow. So, there is a kind of
decoupling that has already happened between
energy and emissions. The scale of this is not
really always appreciated by those in the West. 

On the adaptation side, the scale really
matters. Innovative aggregated solutions, such
as the PM-KUSUM scheme, which uses solar
energy in the agriculture sector, or electric
buses for public transport, can drive down costs

and make services and public goods cheaper. 
Second, we really need to actively look for

projects where there are both adaptation and
mitigation bene�ts. For example, projects that
would not only help counter the impacts of heat
or �ood risks but also bring down emissions. An
example would be cold-chain storage systems in
agriculture that are solar powered. 

Ahead of COP30, India, like other countries,
is expected to submit updated Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs). India is
also expected to submit a National
Adaptation Plan (NAP). According to you,
how should these look? 

HM: India already has an ambitious target of
drawing 50% of its electricity mix from
non-fossil sources by 2030. A lot of progress has
happened on this front: renewables account for
about half of the country’s installed power
capacity. Since green hydrogen production
relies on renewable energy, explicitly codifying
this link, such as by recognising renewable
energy for green hydrogen, would be a good
move. Even if such a move is incremental in
terms of national commitments, incorporating it
into the NDCs would send a signal of intent.

UK: The biggest source of greenhouse gas
emissions is industry. This is a hard-to-abate
sector because a lot of emissions come not from
the use of energy where you can switch the fuel,
but from process emissions. Unless you have a
di�erent way of making cement or a di�erent
way of making steel, it is going to be very
di�cult to change those process emissions. So, it
might be time to consider as a long-term signal,
some kind of new NDC target for the industry
sector. It can mean bringing in more
electri�cation, which itself can come from
renewable or cleaner sources. 

Second, we can look at ways of prioritising
certain projects. Sometime ago, India had come
up a list of projects where it would be willing to
participate in the international carbon market. It
said, for example, we don’t want to sell credits
based on just solar; we would like to consider
solar plus storage (by using batteries). So why
not have a wish list of priority projects like that
for adaptation as well, which could, of course,
be modi�ed by each State in the country? And
with that, indicate certain types of models
where �nance can be ‘blended’ (partly funded
by private and public sector)?

Should India take global leadership on climate change?

PARLEY

A man rides a motorcycle along the solar panels in Gujarat Solar Park in Patan

district, Gujarat. REUTERS
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India has never been the most glamorous
player on international climate negotiations,
but it has something far more valuable than
glamour, and that is a steady hand. 
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A
s a reporter, one has to quickly
get used to the fact that the go-
vernment is not a friend. It isn’t

an adversary, per se, but it certainly is not
predisposed to help the media. If you are
one of the few journalists that the govern-
ment chooses to speak to, you have to re-
member that the ‘exclusive’ titbits shared
with you are still those that the govern-
ment wants you to know. The real secrets
are just that: secrets.

For those not in the government’s fa-
vour, dealing with the government is like
dealing with a brick wall: you can ham-
mer away trying to get information, but
more often than not, it’s you who will be
left sore and dejected. Yet, the one thing
governments across the country and
across time can be relied upon to do is to
blow their own trumpets. If they have
good news to share, they will make avail-
able a deluge of information. This is what
makes the U.K. Prime Minister Keir
Starmer’s visit to India an odd one.

Here is the background: India and the
U.K. concluded a free trade agreement
(FTA) in May 2025. Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal visited the U.K. in June. The
FTA — the Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement — was signed in July,
which was followed by a warm outpour-
ing of optimism and bonhomie on both
sides. Mr. Starmer came to Mumbai in
October on his �rst o�cial visit to India.

What surprised the Indian media was
how remarkably tight-lipped the Indian
government was over Mr. Starmer’s visit.
There were press releases about the
meeting of the two Prime Ministers and
about Mr. Goyal’s meeting with Mr.
Starmer, but these were �u� releases,
with more sensation than substance.

Astonishingly, if an Indian reporter
wanted anything of substance from the
visit, they had to refer to the U.K. govern-
ment’s website rather than India’s Press
Information Bureau (PIB). It was the U.K.
government that issued a press release
saying that 64 Indian companies had

committed to invest a collective £1.3 bil-
lion in the U.K. over the next few years as
a result of the trip. The release was de-
tailed, naming each of the 64 companies,
which sector and region of the U.K they
would be investing in, and how many
jobs would be created from each invest-
ment. The Indian government volun-
teered no such information, and didn’t
even provide it when asked. Announcing
how much investment has been brought
in would have been good news to publi-
cise, but the government did not do so.

It was also the U.K. government that is-
sued a release about the £350 million
deal to sell missiles to the Indian Army
and about the fact that Yash Raj Films had
agreed to make three new �lms in Britain
over the next few years. The PIB issued
no releases.

This episode of unexpected reticence
about good news also o�ers some insight
into the delicate tightrope that Indian re-
porters must walk. One implication of the
lack of information about British compa-
nies investing in India is that there were
none or very few commitments made.
The other possibility is that there were
commitments made, but that the admi-
nistration lacked the wherewithal to put
together a list and share it. However, if a
reporter were to highlight either possibil-
ity, they would immediately be branded
‘anti-government’ and lose the little ac-
cess they have to o�cials. It is our lot to
quietly accept what is o�ered to us.

The third possibility is that the govern-
ment has decided to go silent. However,
the media blitz it orchestrated over the
positive impact of the GST rate cuts
showed that the machinery is still work-
ing well. From press conferences to press
releases, o�-the-record notes and social
media trends, it spared no tool.

One can only conclude then that the
general attitude of the government is that
information of substance is not the me-
dia’s right; rather, it is a boon to be grant-
ed whenever it desires.

sharad.raghavan@thehindu.co.in

When even good news 
is not forthcoming

The Indian government was strangely tight-lipped about 
Kier Starmer’s visit even though there was plenty to share

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NOTEBOOK

Stockholm, Oct. 25: Mr. Eugenio Montale, a
shy and modest Italian poet, to-day won the
1975 Nobel Prize for Literature for his
“distinctive” works which have interpreted
human values under an outlook on life with
no illusions. The 15-man Nobel Prize Selection
Committee of the Swedish Academy of Letters
said the 79-year-old native uof Genoa was “one
of the most important poets of the

contemporary West.”
Mr. Montale, who will receive a cash award

of 630,000 kronors (Rs. 11.44 lakhs) belongs to
the Hermetic school of poetry, begun in the
1930s in Italy. It advocates a modernistic
structure and freedom of word choice and
rhyme.

The Nobel Committee said by joining this
school, Mr. Montale rejected “the melting
tones and the rhetorical fanfares that most
poets had an ear for.” Mr. Montale’s name is
not widely known outside Italy, but the
committee said the fact that his modest
production of poems continued to interest
young people “is su�cient proof of its sterling
qualities and lasting e�orts.” 

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 24, 1975

Italian poet gets Nobel Prize
for Literature

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S
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Estimated amount
needed to rebuild
Gaza health system

7
In $ billion. The World Health

Organization said on Thursday it

expected that at least $7 billion

would be needed just to rebuild the broken

health system in Gaza. “There are critical

shortages of medicines, equipment and

health workers,” WHO chief Tedros

Adhanom Ghebreyesus told reporters. AFP

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Cost of procurement
proposals approved by
the Defence Ministry

79,000
In ₹

crore.

The

proposals were cleared at a meeting of the

Defence Acquisition Council chaired by

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. It is the

second major decision on procurement

following Operation Sindoor. PTI

Nigerians rescued by
police in a human
tra�cking crackdown

57
Police in Ghana rescued 57

Nigerians trafficked to the West

African country and arrested

five people suspected of operating a

human trafficking ring. Police raided a

building where the victims were forced to

engage in online romance scams, the

Criminal Investigations Department said. AP

Number of people
arrested in Kolkata
for bursting �reworks

153
Of the total arrests made

on Wednesday, 146 were

for disorderly conduct,

while seven persons were picked up for

bursting prohibited firecrackers, an officer

said. During the drive, officers also seized

16.95 kg of prohibited fireworks and 14.4

litres of illicit liquor. PTI

Number of farmers
registered for paddy
procurement in U.P. 

1.37
lakh. Farmer registration

for paddy sales began

on September 1, and by

October 23, 1,37,166 farmers registered,

and since October 1, over 35,630 metric

tonnes have been purchased across these

divisions, an official statement said. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

T
he northeast monsoon has
kicked in early this year, at
least four days sooner for the
second year running, over

Tamil Nadu. Last year, this phase of the
monsoon ended with the State recording
33% more rain than the long-period
average, and forecasters expect this year
to go the same way.

Historically, policymakers and State
authorities have consistently interpreted
excess rain as a positive. Climate change is
complicating this calculus because while
rainfall volumes increase, they are often
concentrated in short and localised
bursts, delivering over-large quantities of
water in places that often can’t absorb
them in full. As a result, it might be time
to reconsider the idea that “excess is
good”.

Why is excess rainfall a concern?
In urban areas, surfaces paved with
concrete and asphalt keep them from
absorbing heavy rainfall, leading to rapid
runo� that overwhelms drainage systems,
leading to �ash �oods, low-lying areas
being inundated, property damage, and
disrupted transportation. 

As seen during Cyclone Michaung and
Tamil Nadu in 2023, urban power
authorities are also prone to cutting
power supply in such circumstances,
citing loose cables. The sheer volume of
water can also lead to sewage over�ows,
where untreated wastewater is discharged
into streets and waterbodies, unleashing
signi�cant health and environmental
hazards.

The agricultural sector’s vulnerability
to excessive rainfall is well-known:
waterlogged soil su�ocates plant roots,
washes away seeds and young crops,
sheds the nutrient-rich topsoil over time,
and ultimately loses its long-term fertility.

Too much moisture can also ease the
spread of fungal diseases and pests that
devastate crops and undercut yield,
leading to signi�cant �nancial losses for
farmers. Intense bursts can also wash
fertilizers, pesticides, and other
agricultural debris into waterbodies,
including reservoirs, degrading water
quality. Finally, stagnant water becomes a
breeding ground for mosquitoes,
increasing the risk of vector-borne
diseases such as malaria and dengue fever
and zoonotic diseases like leptospirosis,
Japanese encephalitis, and scrub typhus.

What are the wider impacts?
Prolonged periods of rainfall also raise the
water table, the level below which the
ground is saturated with water. And a
persistently high water table can
compromise the stability of building
foundations, roads, and other
infrastructure; it can also exert pressure
on basement walls, leading to cracks,
leaks, and the growth of mold. Saturated
soil also loses its load-bearing capacity
and causes foundations to shift or settle,
potentially leading to signi�cant
structural damage over time.

The cumulative impact of these issues
translates to signi�cant economic and
social costs. Damage to buildings, public
infrastructure, and agricultural land
warrants substantial investments in repair
and rebuilding solutions. Disruptions to
businesses and transport networks
hamper economic activity. Flooding and
landslips can also displace communities,
injure people, and even kill them if they
are particularly vulnerable. The
psychological toll on a�ected
populations, including stress and anxiety,
is another signi�cant and often
overlooked consequence.

Why is Tamil Nadu particularly
vulnerable?
Tamil Nadu, in particular, needs to
consider the Kerala factor as well. The
two States receive rain from two di�erent
monsoon patterns: Kerala’s primary rainy
season is the southwest monsoon from
June to September, whereas Tamil Nadu
receives most of its rain during the
northeast monsoon from October to
December. An important problem arises
when these monsoon periods overlap or
when both States experience intense

rainfall simultaneously. This is currently
the case with the early onset of the
northeast monsoon.

At the heart of the issue is the
Mullaperiyar Dam, which, while it is
located in Kerala’s Idukki district, is
operated by the Tamil Nadu government
to divert water to irrigate farmlands.
There is, as a result, a ‘direct’ link
between the rainfall in Kerala’s catchment
areas and the water levels in Tamil Nadu’s
river systems.

When the catchment areas of the
Mullaperiyar Dam receive heavy rainfall,
the reservoir �lls up rapidly. To ensure
the dam’s safety and to manage the rising
water levels, Tamil Nadu’s authorities are
compelled to open the dam’s shutters.
The released water �ows in two directions
and risks creating a double whammy. One
portion �ows down the Periyar river
within Kerala, potentially �ooding the
low-lying areas of Idukki district and
creating an inter-State issue while the
primary �ow is diverted to Tamil Nadu’s
Vaigai Dam. And this in�ux may arrive
precisely when Tamil Nadu’s own rivers
and reservoirs are already swollen from
the ongoing northeast monsoon.

What is happening on the ground
now?
This simultaneous in�ux thus turns
Kerala’s “excess” water from a potential
resource into an immediate �ood risk for
Tamil Nadu. Instead of just managing the
rainwater falling within its own borders,
Tamil Nadu must also handle a massive,
concentrated in�ow from its neighbour.
The State is currently keeping all 13
shutters of the Mullaperiyar Dam open,
releasing thousands of cusecs of water to
make room for the incessant in�ux. As a
result, both farmland and residential
areas in Theni are already submerged
even as the district is being battered by its
own monsoon rains.

For these reasons, it may be time for
Tamil Nadu and other States like it,
including Kerala, to reconsider the
“excess is good” notion vis-à-vis rainfall.

How do monsoons a�ect Tamil Nadu?
How are heavy rains a�ecting cities, farmland, and infrastructure? What are the health and environmental risks of prolonged heavy rainfall? What role is the

Mullaperiyar Dam playing in rising �ood risk? Can Tamil Nadu manage simultaneous in�ows from Kerala and local monsoon rains?

Raging flow: Surplus water being released from the Mullaperiyar Dam. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Vasudevan Mukunth

EXPLAINER THE GIST

�

The northeast monsoon has
arrived at least four days
earlier for the second
consecutive year, bringing
heavy rainfall that is expected
to exceed the long-period
average.

�

Excess rain is overwhelming
urban areas, waterlogging
farmland, and straining
infrastructure, while the
Mullaperiyar Dam inflow adds
a “double whammy” to Tamil
Nadu rivers and reservoirs.

�

Waterlogged soil, overflowing
rivers, and stagnant water
create crop damage, health
hazards, and threats to
buildings, roads, and public
safety, emphasising the need
to rethink the ‘excess is good’
notion.

The story so far:

P
addy harvesting has picked up
momentum in Punjab, the
country’s key grain-producing
State, and so have stubble

burning incidents. This year, stubble
burning has been relatively fewer because
the State faced one of its worst �oods in
decades, leaving vast stretches of
farmland inundated. Close to the autumn
season every year, paddy stubble burning
is considered to be one of the
contributing factors of air pollution across
the country’s northern region, including
New Delhi. The paddy crop, harvested
using combine harvester machines, leaves
behind a stubble of stalks. To destroy this
stubble, the farmers consider setting the
crop residue on �re the most ‘e�ective’
method, as they need to prepare the
�elds for sowing the next winter crop.
The short time window between paddy
harvesting and wheat sowing — roughly
three weeks — is a key reason why farmers
resort to stubble burning.

Are stubble burning incidents
declining?
The governments, including the State and
the Centre, have claimed that incidents of
paddy stubble burning have signi�cantly
declined over the years, thanks to a range
of measures, including stricter
enforcement, access to subsidised
machinery for crop residue management.
Punjab government data, based on
satellite aggregation, shows that in 2024,
there were 10,909 cases of farm �res in
the State, compared to 36,663 in 2023,
marking a 70% decline. 

While Punjab has reported a signi�cant
drop in farm �re incidents since 2021, the
total area scorched by these �res has
largely expanded. Satellite data from the
Punjab Remote Sensing Centre and the
Punjab Pollution Control Board show that
in 2024, the area under ‘residue burning
for paddy’, which gives a relatively
stronger sense of farm �re menace, stood
at around 19.17 lakh hectares, compared
to around 19.14 lakh hectares in 2023.

In 2022, it was nearly 15.40 lakh
hectares, while in 2021, it was

approximately 15.60 lakh hectares. 

Why do the data di�er?
Although the number of stubble �re
counts has signi�cantly declined, experts
believe that the total burnt area could
have increased for several reasons. Fire
count measurements often miss smaller,
low-intensity, or partial burns. 

Farm �re incidents in Punjab, and in
other States as well, are recorded by
satellites using thermal imaging based on
temperature di�erences. A recent study
conducted by the Indian Institute of
Science Education and Research, Mohali,
published in Science of the Total
Environment, highlights several
limitations of satellites in collecting �re
emissions. The study notes that satellites
like MODIS and VIIRS pass over the region
only a few times a day, and since most
�res are lit in the late afternoon or
evening, many events are missed. Haze or
clouds can obstruct satellite detection of
�res, leading to underreporting.
Moreover, north-west States have small
landholdings, and farmers often burn

crop residue in fragmented,
short-duration �res, which are harder for
satellites to detect compared to
large-scale forest �res. The study also
points out that farmers are increasingly
aware of satellite monitoring and may
cover up burnt areas before the next
satellite overpass.

Senior scientist and Professor Ravindra
Khaiwal at Environmental Health,
Department of Community Medicine and
School of Public Health in
Chandigarh-based Post Graduate Institute
of Medical Education and Research,
points out that burnt-area estimation has
become more precise with advancements
in remote sensing. He says, “While
thermal sensors may miss �res due to
heat signal blockage, optical sensors like
Sentinel-2 can identify post-�re
discolouration and burn scars, providing
a more accurate assessment of the total
burnt area.”

What is the way forward?
Asserting that for accurate assessment of
incidents, �re data should be generated
by integrating thermal and optical satellite
observations and validated through
systematic ground veri�cation through
ground surveys, Dr. Khaiwal says:
“increased burnt area does not
necessarily imply higher stubble burning
‘emissions’. Many of these burns are
low-intensity, partial, or short-duration
�res, releasing relatively less particulate
matter and gaseous emissions compared
to widespread �res. Hence, emissions
must be assessed using �re intensity, fuel
load, and duration, not burnt area alone.”

Is Punjab’s stubble burning
problem really declining?
Are fewer �res hiding larger burnt areas? How do satellite limitations a�ect the accuracy of �re detection? 

Vikas Vasudeva

THE GIST

�

While farm fire incidents in
Punjab have declined
significantly in recent years,
the total area scorched by
stubble burning remains high,
highlighting a discrepancy
between fire counts and actual
burnt land.

�

Satellite limitations, short
sowing windows, and farm
practices — like burning
residual stubble from combine
harvesters — contribute to
under-detection and continued
environmental impact despite
government measures.
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with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1

What is the exact date and time during
which Mole Day is celebrated?
X

QUESTION 2

What is the numerical value of the constant
commemorated on Mole Day, and what does
it represent?
X

QUESTION 3

Who is the scientist after whom the constant
is named, and what did he propose in 1811?
X

QUESTION 4

What is a mole in chemistry?
X

QUESTION 5

Which Italian scientist revived Avogadro’s
hypothesis at the Karlsruhe Congress in
1860?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. In 1939,
Gerhard Domagk was not allowed by his government to accept the prize, but
he later received a medal and diploma. Which government prevented him?
Ans: Nazi government

2. There were years in which the prize was not awarded, such as during World
Wars I and II. How many years went by without the Prize for Medicine being
announced? Ans: 9 years

3. Of the 14 women who received the Nobel Prize in Medicine, only one did not
have to share it with others. Name this independent woman Nobel Laureate.
Ans: Barbara McClintock

4. Who was the youngest ever awardee of the Nobel Prize for medicine, and
what was he awarded for? Ans: Frederick G. Banting, for the discovery of

insulin

5. This Nobel laureate entered France’s Institut Pasteur quite by accident as a
volunteer. She went on to complete her PhD and was among three people who
were awarded the Prize in 2008, for discoveries that helped the world
understand viruses wreaking havoc. Who is she? Ans: Françoise

Barré-Sinoussi, for the discovery of the human immunodeficiency virus 

Visual: What makes this pair of Nobel Medicine laureates unique? Ans: Gerty

and Carl Cori — the first married couple to share the Nobel for Medicine,

in 1947. Gerty was also the first woman to be awarded a Nobel Prize in

Medicine. 

Early Birds: Parimal Das | Sukdev Shet | Siddhartha Viswanathan | Sunil
Madhavan | Rownak Mondal | Jyoti

THE DAILY QUIZ

Let us celebrate the chemistry constant that connects atoms to the cosmos with a
Mole Day quiz

X

Visual Question:

What is the connection between this lunar crater and Mole Day? LUNAR

RECONNAISSANCE ORBITER CAMERA

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Prathmesh Kher

“What did your boss say when you asked
him for a raise?”

“Nothing! He merely knit his eyebrows
and…”

“…I have heard of people knitting
sweaters, not eyebrows!”

“When you knit your eyebrows you
bring them close together. This happens
when you frown. Most people frown
when they are angry or worried.”

“I know that!”
“During the French Open �nal, Sujatha

sat in front of the T.V. with knitted brows.”
“My mother walks around with knitted

brows the day before I receive my report
card. Can I say that?”

“You certainly can. And once your
mother sees the report card, her
furrowed forehead tells you…”

“Her what forehead?”
“F…u…r…r…o…w. The ‘u’ in the �rst

syllable is pronounced like the ‘u’ in ‘cut’,
‘but’ and ‘hut’. And the ‘ow’ in the second
syllable rhymes with ‘cow’, ‘now’ and
‘no’. The stress is on the �rst syllable
‘fur’.”

“I see. But what does ‘furrow’ mean?”
“When you say somebody’s forehead

was furrowed, it means there were deep
lines on it. Our forehead furrows when we
frown.”

“When my father read the headlines
this morning, his forehead furrowed.
How’s that?”

“Sounds good. When I saw my cousin’s
furrowed forehead, I knew that he was in
terrible pain.”

“Years of worry has furrowed my
brother’s face. Does that sound O.K.?”

“It certainly does. What you are saying
is that your brother’s face is full of
wrinkles.”

“So, did your boss hesitate before
turning down your request?”

“He said ‘No’ without batting an
eyelid.”

“‘Batting an eyelid’?”
“When you do something without

‘batting an eyelid’, it means you do it
without showing any surprise or
concern.”

“In other words you don’t show any
feelings?”

“That’s right. It’s an informal
expression. For example, Gopa heard the
horrible news without batting an eyelid.”

“In most of our movies, the villain kills
innocent people without batting an
eyelid.”

“When my cousin was told that he had
won the lottery, he didn’t bat an eyelid.
He continued to eat his masala dosa.”

“Why wasn’t your cousin excited?”
“He doesn’t care about money. He

thumbs his nose at those who do.”
“First, it was somebody knitting his

eyebrows, then furrowing…”
“…when you ‘thumb your nose’ at

someone or something, you show your
contempt for that person or thing. For
example, your favourite hero thumbs his
nose at journalists.”

“My classmate is an atheist. He thumbs
his nose at those who believe in god.”

“As a teenager, I used to thumb my
nose at classical music. Now I don’t.”

“My friend Karthick still continues to
thumb his nose at carnatic music. Tell me,
how do you actually thumb your nose at
someone?”

“You place your thumb on the tip of
your nose and then point the remaining
four �ngers at the person/persons you’re
making fun of.”

“You mean like this? Hey, I wasn’t
thumbing my nose at you. So please don’t
knit your brows.”

Published in The Hindu on July 7, 1998

Know your
English

The story so far:

D
elhi’s plan for cloud seeding is
being sold as a bold solution
to air pollution. In reality, it is
a textbook case of science

misapplied and ethics ignored.

Why is Delhi’s air fouler in winter?
Across North India, air quality is poor
throughout the year, but it reaches
extreme levels in the post-monsoon and
winter months. After the monsoon
withdraws, dry continental air masses
from the northwest dominate the region.
The winds weaken and the air becomes
stagnant, keeping pollutants from being
dispersed e�ciently.

Cooler air holds less absolute water
vapour and the stable, high-pressure
systems that prevail during these months
suppress the upward motion needed for
clouds to form. The sky may look hazy,
but that haze comes from trapped
pollution, not from rain-bearing clouds.
Rain cannot be conjured out of thin air. It
needs water vapour.

For most of the highly polluted cooler
months, the atmosphere is too dry and
stable to support signi�cant rainfall. Rain
does occur occasionally during these
months, but these brief spells are
typically caused by western disturbances,

weather systems that originate in the
Mediterranean region and can bring
moisture from that region or interact with
local systems drawing up moisture from
our neighbouring seas. These events can
be predicted a few days in advance, but
are not a reliable or consistent source of
rainfall for North India.

Does cloud seeding help?
Cloud seeding depends on natural clouds;
it can’t create them. And even when
clouds exist, the evidence that seeding
reliably increases rainfall remains weak
and contested. And when it rains and
reduces pollution, the respite is
temporary at best. The overwhelming
evidence is that pollution levels go back
up within a day or two.

The air pollution problem is not just
con�ned to Delhi. Across North India, air
quality is dangerously poor year-round.
Yet public debate often treats smog as a
seasonal nuisance, normalising pollution
and noticing it only when it becomes
unbearable. Cloud seeding is just another
gimmick in a series of similar unscienti�c
ideas, like smog towers, suggesting that
�ashy interventions can substitute for
serious, structural solutions.

What are the risks of cloud seeding?
The temptation to engineer a shortcut to
�x air pollution is understandable — but it
raises deeper ethical questions about how

science is used, what risks are justi�ed,
and who bears responsibility when things
go wrong.

Even if the science behind cloud
seeding were robust, which it is not, it still
involves dispersing compounds such as
silver iodide or sodium chloride into
clouds to trigger condensation. Silver
iodide works for cloud seeding because its
crystal structure is very similar to that of
ice, so it ‘tricks’ water droplets in the
clouds into freezing onto it. These newly
formed ice crystals then grow heavy and
fall as rain or snow. While generally
considered low risk in small doses,
repeated use can accumulate in soils and
water bodies. The long-term e�ects on
agriculture, ecosystems, and human
health remain poorly understood.

Beyond these environmental risks,
there is the question of accountability. If
cloud seeding coincides with intense
rainfall that leads to �ooding, causing
damage to infrastructure, crops, and
livelihoods, or loss of life, who will be
responsible? Even if the rainfall and
�ooding are unrelated to seeding, public
perception could still link the two,
undermining trust in both science and
governance.

What can ‘�x’ the air?
Science has long identi�ed the real cause
of North India’s hazardous air: the lack of
e�ective control over emissions from

vehicles, industry, construction, power
plants, waste burning, and seasonal
agricultural �res, compounded by
unfavourable meteorology during the
cooler months. The solutions are equally
clear but remain largely unimplemented:
cleaner transport, sustainable energy,
better waste management, and urban
planning that actually reduces pollution
sources. Yet, instead of reinforcing these
priorities, parts of the scienti�c
ecosystem — researchers, advisors, and
institutions — are lending credibility to a
costly spectacle that will do little to
address the sources of the crisis. By
attaching their authority to the illusion of
quick �xes, they risk wasting scarce
public resources, undermining trust, and
diverting attention from systemic changes
that could make a real di�erence.

Snake-oil solutions will not clear the air
in Delhi or the rest of North India.
Instead, courage is required on the
ground: to reduce the sources of pollution
and pursue equitable, evidence-based
action. Anything less is not just misplaced
science — it is an ethical failure, a
diversion from the patient, unglamorous
work needed to ensure clean air
throughout the year.
(Shahzad Gani is an Assistant Professor at
the Centre for Atmospheric Sciences, IIT
Delhi. Krishna AchutaRao is a Professor at
the Centre for Atmospheric Sciences, IIT
Delhi)

Why cloud seeding is not a solution to
Delhi’s air pollution crisis
Delhi’s air remains polluted due to emissions from vehicles, construction, power plants, waste burning and agricultural �res; cloud seeding cannot

create rain without clouds, provides only temporary relief at best, and diverts attention from evidence-based solutions that address the root causes

EXPLAINER

Air hazard: A municipal worker sweeps Delhi streets as authorities announce potential cloud seeding to tackle rising pollution. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Shahzad Gani
Krishna AchutaRao
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SCIENCE

W
hen I meet a woman
diagnosed with breast
cancer, the �rst thing I
notice is not fear, but

determination. Beneath the disbelief, fear,
and anger that follow later, lies quiet
resilience. That strength becomes evident
when we start discussing treatment
options, particularly a mastectomy — the
surgical removal of one or both breasts,
either to treat or prevent breast cancer.

For most women, a mastectomy is
more than just a procedure. It represents
survival, and also a profound personal
loss. The breast, associated with
femininity, motherhood, and identity,
holds an emotional signi�cance that
medicine cannot measure. When a
woman agrees to part with it to save her
life, she is making one of the bravest
decisions imaginable.

The emotional landscape 
The journey after a mastectomy is
complex — it involves the mind and the
body. While the physical scar is visible,
the emotional one often is not.

Women may withdraw from daily
activities, avoid social interactions, or
decline invitations to family gatherings.
They may fear judgement, feel
self-conscious, or worry about how others
— children, spouses, friends, colleagues —
perceive their changed bodies. This
self-consciousness can amplify feelings of
isolation and anxiety.

One of the most profound challenges is
intimacy. Cancer itself can disrupt
relationships; but breast cancer and
mastectomy often a�ect intimacy on an
entirely di�erent level. Women may feel
disconnected from their partner or fearful
of sexual rejection, and partners may
struggle to understand the emotional and
physical adjustments required.

Counselling, therefore, must extend
beyond the patient. Involving spouses and
close family members in therapy or
support sessions is crucial. When couples
communicate openly, with guidance from
professionals, intimacy can gradually be
rebuilt, and partners can become active
allies in the healing process. Support
groups for families also help loved ones
understand the realities of recovery,
fostering a compassionate environment at
home.

The physical recovery
Physical recovery after a mastectomy
requires patience. Some women
experience sti�ness, numbness, or
swelling in the arm due to lymphoedema.
Simple physiotherapy routines, arm
elevation, and gentle stretching exercises
can help restore strength and �exibility.

Lifestyle, too, becomes part of the
healing process. A balanced diet,

moderate exercise, adequate sleep, and
regular follow-ups with the oncology team
are essential not only for recovery but for
preventing recurrence. 

This is also a time to re�ect on
long-term wellness — to eat consciously,
manage stress, and cultivate habits that
nurture both physical and emotional
health.

Practical tips 
Reconnecting socially: Start small: Attend
close family gatherings before larger
social events. Bring a trusted friend or
family member for support in public
spaces. Give yourself permission to
decline invitations until you feel ready —
there’s no timeline for comfort.

Navigating intimacy: Open
communication with your partner is key.
Share fears, needs, and feelings. Consider
couple counselling to rebuild emotional
and physical closeness. Take small steps
to re-ignite intimacy with touch,
conversation, or non-sexual a�ection
before moving to sexual activity.

Family involvement: Educate family
members about the physical and
emotional aspects of recovery. Encourage
loved ones to attend counselling or
support group sessions with you.
Empathy and patience from family
members signi�cantly boost emotional
recovery.

Self-compassion and body acceptance:
Practice self-care routines with gentle
exercises, skincare, and mindful activities.
Mirror exercises or journaling can help
rebuild con�dence. Reframe your
“normal” as life after mastectomy as a
new chapter.

Professional support: Physiotherapy,
nutrition counselling, and mental health
support are integral parts of recovery.
Survivor networks can provide
inspiration, guidance, and a sense of
belonging.

Rede�ning normal
Advances in reconstructive surgery have
transformed what life after a mastectomy
can look like. Women can now choose
from several options, from silicone
implants to autologous reconstruction
using their own tissue, allowing for a
more natural look and feel. These
procedures can be performed
immediately during the mastectomy or at
a later stage, depending on the treatment
plan and patient preference.

But reconstruction isn’t the only path

to healing. Many women choose to “go
�at,” opting not to reconstruct; and that is
equally empowering. This choice, when
made freely and without societal
pressure, re�ects a powerful acceptance
of one’s new body and identity. 

A mastectomy creates a new normal
and I have seen many patients rediscover
themselves in extraordinary ways —
through art, writing, community service,
or advocacy. Some become mentors for
newly-diagnosed patients; others focus on
simply living more intentionally.

One of my patients, a 38-year-old
mother of two, once told me: “Cancer
took my breast, but it gave me back my
voice.” That sentence has stayed with me
because it captures what many survivors
come to realise — that survival is not the
end of the story, but the beginning of a
di�erent, deeper one.

Awareness, diagnosis, support
A mastectomy may change how a body
looks, but it rarely diminishes the
courage, grace, or spirit of the woman
who lives through it.

Life after mastectomy is not one of
loss, but of resilience — of women who
emerge stronger, wiser, and ready to live
again, on their own new terms. 

(Dr. Shraddha Modi is associate
consultant, breast oncology & oncoplastic
surgery, Narayana Health City, Bengaluru.
shraddha.modi.dr@narayanahealth.org)

Life after mastectomy: navigating
challenges, heralding new beginnings 

India has taken giant strides in creating breast cancer awareness and promoting early detection, and survival rates are improving signi�cantly; but true healing includes

emotional rehabilitation, body acceptance, and a compassionate support system that acknowledges the full weight of what women go through after a mastectomy

Health campaign: CanWalk, a breast cancer awareness walkathon organised by the Thrissur Obstetrics and Gynaecology Society in Kerala. K.K.NAJEEB
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A balanced diet, moderate
exercise, adequate sleep, and
regular follow-ups with the
oncology team are essential not
only for recovery but for
preventing recurrence 

Suchitra Ranjit, head, paediatric ICU,
Apollo Children’s Hospitals,
Chennai, recalls a young patient who
survived a severe episode of dengue
complicated by multi-organ failure
and a brain haemorrhage. A year
after discharge, the child regained
physical strength but continued to
experience separation anxiety and
struggled to reintegrate into the
school routine. “Among ICU
survivors, 10–20% exhibit features of
post-intensive-care syndrome
(PICS),” she notes. “The spectrum
ranges from mild sleep or anxiety
issues to ongoing medical problems
or device dependence.”

This case is emblematic of the
challenges children face once an
acute medical crisis is over — a phase
often overshadowed by the relief of
survival. Children who leave the ICU
after a long stay often struggle to go
back to ‘normal’ with recovery
periods extending beyond the
hospital ward and impinging into
daily life.

Advances in paediatric intensive
care have markedly improved
survival rates; often above 95% in
many centres. Yet surviving critical
illness is only the �rst step; the
longer-term consequences can be
profound. PICS in children
encompasses physical, cognitive,
and psychological impairments.
Krithika P., consultant paediatrician,
says that children often face

lingering weakness, feeding
di�culties, or delayed returns to
school and play, while parents
contend with exhaustion, fear, and
anxiety.

Evidence underscores the
prevalence of these issues. A
Thailand study of children
discharged from ICU found that
82.1% had at least one abnormal
domain: 64.2% with physical

morbidity, 26.3% cognitive issues,
13.7% with mental health problems,
and 38.9% with social di�culties. A
systematic review spanning 31
studies showed that between 5.3 and
88% of children experienced
psychological challenges up to 15
years post-ICU, with many exhibiting
lower IQ scores and more emotional
or behavioural di�culties compared
with peers.

Manimegalai T.O., consultant,
paediatrics, SIMS Hospital, Chennai,
points out that, for some children,
PICS manifests as persistent fatigue,
organ dysfunction, or long-term
dependence on medical technology,
while others experience memory
lapses, anxiety, sleep disturbances,
and post-traumatic stress. Socially,
these children can feel isolated, and
family dynamics may be strained.

Prompt identi�cation of physical,
cognitive, and psychological
after-e�ects is essential. Weakness
and fatigue often appear within
days; cognitive challenges emerge
with schoolwork, and emotional
issues may surface weeks later.

Dr. Krithika emphasises that
regular follow-ups, physiotherapy,
developmental assessments, and
emotional support enable children
to gradually regain strength and
con�dence. Dr. Ranjit adds that
structured post-ICU care remains
rare, but awareness of PICS in
children is vital to reducing
long-term morbidity.

Scalable solutions 
In settings with limited resources,
the priority remains life-saving
interventions. Yet models for
post-ICU care are achievable. Dr.
Ranjit suggests multidisciplinary
teamwork, hybrid clinics, telehealth,
and community education. Dr.
Krithika recommends weekly PICU
follow-up clinics, short rehabilitation
plans, and caregiver training at
discharge to prevent long-term
complications. Teleconsultations can
identify early warning signs, even for
families living far from tertiary care
centres.

Dr. Manimegalai emphasises
formalised transitions, including
detailed discharge summaries,
phased follow-up at 2–4 weeks, 3, 6,
and 12 months, virtual clinics, and
training for primary care providers,

ensuring continuity of care across
settings.

Reintegration into school is one of
the most signi�cant hurdles. “The
best outcomes occur when medical
teams, school sta�, and families
collaborate closely,” says Dr. Ranjit.
Social workers or nurses can liaise
between teachers, parents, and
doctors, ensuring seamless support. 

Dr. Krithika advises �exible
attendance, shorter school days, and
reduced academic load. At home, Dr.
Manimegalai recommends that
parents practise social skills,
encourage communication, and stay
actively involved in their child’s
school life to rebuild con�dence and
support emotional adaptation.

Policy-level interventions
Systemic interventions are key to
bridging the gap between survival
and true recovery. 

National follow-up guidelines
from the Indian Academy of
Pediatrics and dedicated paediatric
rehabilitation teams, including
telehealth options, could ensure
equitable access to care. 

While advances in paediatric
intensive care have dramatically
improved survival, the journey to
full recovery is nuanced and
ongoing. 

Addressing PICS requires early
detection, structured follow-up, and
active involvement of families and
schools. 
(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)

Comprehensive support after child’s long stay at ICU is often missing: experts 
Athira Elssa Johnson

Lingering impact: Surviving critical illness is only the first step; the longer-term consequences can be profound. Post-intensive-care

syndrome in children encompasses physical, cognitive, and psychological impairments. FILE PHOTO 
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T
he IMF’s World Economic Outlook for
October 2025 is noteworthy because, unlike
in the April edition, the IMF is now better

placed to assess the global e�ects of the tari� and
labour market upheavals unleashed by the Trump
administration. The prognosis is not dire, yet the
WEO’s upward revision of growth projections
vis-a-vis April is marked by caution. The global
growth projection for 2025 has been revised upward
to 3.2 per cent, from its 2.8 per cent forecast in April.

The revision in outlook comes in the
wake of the US negotiating trade deals and
providing several countries with tari�
concessions. With most countries not
resorting to retaliatory tari�s, the impact
on global growth is expected to be less
alarming than previously envisaged. Yet,
while emerging economies have responded
smartly, the IMF has noted that it is too
soon to conclude that the worst is over in
the trade war. US importers have been
absorbing much of the higher tari�s, and
this has not been passed on to consumers
yet. Later, demand could be hit by both
price and labour market shocks, slowing the
world’s largest economy. Like labour
market shocks, the impact of countries
resorting to fiscal stimulus remains an
unknown. The report flags structural
concerns in China and the AI financial
bubble as risk factors.

Despite India being slapped with one of
the highest tari�s by the US, the IMF has
revised India’s real GDP growth forecast
upwards for FY26. This could be due to
several factors. One, the strong
performance of the economy in the June
quarter, led by the services sector, could
have influenced the IMF. Two, it indicates
the high probability of the additional tari�s
being revised lower in the near future as an
outcome of the negotiations between the
US and India. Three, the buoyancy
provided to demand from the GST reforms
is expected to mitigate the impact of the
additional tari�s. Growth for FY26 is now
being projected at 6.6 per cent. This is 0.4
percentage points higher than the April
projections and 0.2 percentage points
higher than the July projections. However,
compared with the October 2024
projection, this is 0.2 percentage points
lower. With disruptions caused by the
tari�s leading to realignments in global
trade, India will have to enter into bilateral
agreements to o�set the impact.

Meanwhile China’s property market
continues to contract, and credit demand is
weak. Real GDP growth in China is
projected to decelerate from 4.8 per cent in
2025 to 4.2 per cent in 2026 and 3.4 per cent
in 2027. The large capacities in electric
mobility and solar panels created through
subsidies have not raised productivity. It is
a lesson for other countries to frame their
industrial policies more carefully. AI is seen
as a double-edged weapon — one with
scope to raise productivity and yet drive up
AI stocks to lofty levels, with private wealth
and consumption being hit in the event of a
correction. In sum, central banks and
governments will have to be on high alert.

High alert
IMF wary about growth prospects amidst tariff chaos 
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Gold risks
This refers to your Editorial “Not a
bright idea” (October 23). The
recent surge in gold and silver prices
amid stagnant stock markets has
sparked calls to include precious
metals in the National Pension
System (NPS). 
While these metals provide portfolio
diversification and act as hedges
during crises, unlimited allocation
poses risks. India’s households
already hold large bullion reserves,
and increased NPS demand could

worsen the trade deficit through
imports. Thus, any inclusion in NPS
should be cautious, limited to a small
percentage, preserving long-term
portfolio growth.
K Chidanand Kumar
Bengaluru

Apropos ‘Not a bright idea’ (October
23), the proposal to include gold and
silver in the National Pension System
may seem appealing for their
traditional role as hedges against
inflation and currency depreciation,

but it overlooks their deeper risks.
Precious metals may shine in times
of turmoil, yet they generate no
income and depend entirely on
market sentiment. 
India already holds substantial
household wealth in bullion, and
encouraging further demand could
widen the trade deficit and divert
savings from productive
investments. Moreover, with
developed nations now facing
financial crises, any large-scale selling
of gold and silver to stabilise their

economies could trigger a sharp fall
in prices, eroding the value of
pensioners’ savings. The NPS should
prioritise steady, growth-oriented
assets that compound over time
rather than chase the comfort of
glitter. 
A Myilsami 
Coimbatore

For green shipping
With reference to ‘India can lead the
global shift to green shipping’, green
shipping can reduce the carbon

footprint and also protect marine
life. Though it requires significant
upfront investment but in the long
run it has huge benefits. 
The good practices of Singapore,
Australia and Norway can serve as
templates and green hydrogen
plants like Kandla port must be
created to provide clean and green
energy options to all the ships and
adhere to International Maritime
Organization laid down rules. 
Bal Govind
Noida

LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.in or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

I
ndia’s universities produce an ocean
of research every year, over five
million postgraduate dissertations,

including nearly two lakh Ph.Ds. Yet
much of this work remains unseen,
unread, and unused. Despite annual
investments of nearly ₹50,000 crore in
higher education, the connection
between academic research and India’s
real-world development challenges
remains weak. We need a ‘vikas
manthan’ — a deliberate churning of
ideas for development, seeks to bridge
that divide by turning dissertations into
engines of policy innovation.

Public universities are generously
funded, but their output rarely
influences governance or public policy.
Since tax-payers support both the
university system and the machinery of
government, connecting these two
streams should be a national priority.

The UGC-NET June 2025 results
illustrate the potential and the gap.
About 1.2 lakh candidates qualified, but
barely 5,000 earned the Junior Research
Fellowship to pursue doctoral work. The
rest, a vast pool of “scholars in waiting”,
must fend for funding. What if
ministries and universities co-designed
thesis topics so that each dissertation
became a micro-policy lab? It would not
replace fundamental research, but
complement it with applied imagination

anchored in real-world relevance.
Students would gain purpose;
governments would gain a steady
pipeline of evidence-based insights.

Globally, this bridge between
academia and governance exists. In the
UK, the Policy Fellowships programme
places university researchers in
ministries for 6-18 months to
co-develop evidence for new
regulations. This is a high-value
engagement costing £180,000-£280,000
per fellow and 40-45 fellows annually.
The European Union’s Horizon Europe
programme operates with a €95.5 billion
budget (2021-27), requiring that all
publicly funded projects address defined
societal missions. Both show how public
investment in research can directly
serve public priorities.

India’s model must be di�erent —
high-volume, low-cost, and scalable. The
ICSSR’s IMPRESS scheme (2018-21)
funded 1,500 research projects with
grants of ₹20-25 lakh each,
demonstrating feasibility. But Vikas
Manthan proposes going further:
micro-leveraged linkages between
students and government departments,
at a fraction of that cost. If a student
addresses a department’s concern,
modest funding from that department
should follow. It could be like a bursary
of ₹40,000-₹60,000 per thesis and an
annual award for best dissertations. We
will then have thousands of young
researchers solving live problems from

climate adaptation to skilling and rural
livelihoods.

FOUR PILLARS

Such a framework would rest on four
pillars:

Thematic linkages: Each State
Department and Central Ministry could
announce annual research themes, such
as climate resilience, water governance,
digital inclusion, rural infrastructure,
inviting universities to assign a share of
master’s and doctoral work.

Joint supervision and co-funding:
Every thesis could have two mentors —
a faculty guide and a departmental
adviser, combining academic rigour with
policy relevance. 

Open access and recognition: A
national repository should archive all

accepted dissertations, tagged by policy
domain. Faculty and universities whose
work demonstrably shapes public
programmes deserve recognition and
performance-linked grants.

Autonomy safeguards: Research
must remain critical and independent.
An oversight mechanism should protect
scholars’ right to publish findings, even
when they challenge o�cial positions.

For students, this approach o�ers
mentorship and civic purpose. For
governments, it yields grassroots
intelligence and youth engagement
without creating new bureaucracies.
The downside — an occasional weak
dissertation — is trivial compared to the
potential societal return on modest
investment.

India’s demographic dividend is not
merely about numbers; it is about ideas
waiting to be harnessed. Vikas Manthan
renews the ancient dharma of
knowledge — Vidyã Dãnanam —
transforming inquiry into national
tapasya. By turning dissertations into
actionable insights, we can ensure that
the intellectual energy of our
universities directly fuels national
progress toward Viksit Bharat. The onus
is now on government — to fund
universities not only to teach and
publish, but to help govern wisely and
intelligently.

The writer is a former Deputy Managing Director of
Nabard. Views are personal

Making PhDs count, so that they serve social goals 

PVS Suryakumar

FOSTERING. Evidence-based research
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There are inexpensive ways of linking research to government departments. This will sharpen policymaking and governance
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A
mong the bright law
students of the National
Law University Delhi, the
authors often encounter a
question: Is the National

Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) an
Adjudicating Authority (AA), a tribunal,
or a court under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC)? The
doubt arises because all orders under the
IBC are issued in the name of the NCLT,
and over time, it has assumed multiple
roles under the Code.

The AA has, on several occasions,
struck down regulations. For instance, it
held the regulation providing for an
invitation for expressions of interest as
ultra vires the IBC. The Delhi High
Court, however, set it aside, clarifying
that the jurisdiction to examine the
validity or legality of subordinate
legislation does not vest in the AA. In
another case, the AA ruled that the
regulation governing withdrawal of
insolvency proceedings was not binding
upon it. The Supreme Court overturned
this, a�rming that the regulation was
indeed binding on the AA.

There are instances where the AA has
initiated contempt proceedings,
quashed disciplinary proceedings
initiated by the regulator, and even
imposed penalties on insolvency
professionals. Such instances of
overreach prompted the Supreme Court
to repeatedly caution that the AA must
not innovate beyond the statute, intrude
into the commercial wisdom of
stakeholders, invoke equitable
considerations, or discard statutory
provisions. These judicial reminders
rea�rm that the NCLT is neither a court
nor a tribunal but an AA with a defined
role. Parliament’s decision to designate
the NCLT as the AA signifies a deliberate
de-courtifying move. It has positioned
the AA as a statutory controller of the
insolvency process, whose jurisdiction is
bounded, procedural, and
purpose-driven. Wherever Parliament
intended trial-like adjudication, it has
explicitly created tribunals, vested with
the powers to assess evidence and
decide on questions of fact and law.

The AA under the IBC is not an
innovation in isolation. It draws upon
established statutory frameworks in
Indian law, where ‘authorities’ rather
than ‘tribunals’ discharge
process-centric functions. The AAs
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act and the Foreign
Exchange Management Act are
illustrative: they administer statutory
processes and ensure compliance within
a defined remit.

This legislative instinct becomes
clearer in comparative perspective. In
other jurisdictions, insolvency and
restructuring are judicially anchored:

U.S. Chapter 11 sits in Article I
Bankruptcy Courts, wielding broad
equitable powers; the U.K. houses
corporate rescue in the High Court
(Business & Property Courts); and
Singapore’s High Court exercises deep,
equity-laden jurisdiction. In sharp
contrast, the IBC deliberately casts the
AA not as a judge of substance but as a
supervisor of process.

LESSONS FROM THE PAST

The IBC’s architecture also reflects
lessons from the Sick Industrial
Companies (Special Provisions) Act,
1985, and its implementing body.
Though established with the noble
intent of reviving sick industries, the
agency often strayed into unsanctioned
equity jurisdiction, deferring liquidation
indefinitely and trapping enterprises in
prolonged limbo. The IBC was
conceived as a corrective to that legacy,
ensuring that no adjudicatory forum
could derail or dilute the time-bound
process of resolution. 

Accordingly, while the NCLT is
manned by judges, its powers under the

IBC are intentionally narrow, limited to
verifying statutory compliance and
maintaining procedural discipline.

Courts and tribunals assume
jurisdiction only where a dispute, or lis,
exists; in its absence, they cannot act.
The AA, by contrast, does not need a lis
to function. It adjudicates disputes, but
only incidentally to its statutory role of
supervising the insolvency process.
Courts review both law and fact and may
examine the constitutionality of
legislation, while tribunals, though
narrower in scope, review
administrative actions within their
statutory bounds. The AA stands on a
distinct footing: it cannot test the
validity of the Code, or of the rules and
regulations. Its mandate is limited to
ensuring that the statutory process is
observed, yet its procedural reach is
wider, as the IBC requires its
involvement at multiple stages, even
where no lis exists.

For instance, an application to initiate
a corporate insolvency resolution
process. Once a financial creditor
demonstrates a default, the AA has a
mandatory, non-discretionary duty to
admit the application. That said,
disputes may arise within proceedings,
and the AA can examine them, but the
scope of adjudicatory powers is
circumscribed. In an application by an
operational creditor, the AA may
determine whether a pre-existing
dispute relating to the default exists. It
must reject the application if the dispute
is genuine; however, it cannot evaluate
the merits or strength of the dispute,

which remains the domain of civil
courts. The IBC establishes a
constellation of institutions, each with
distinct responsibilities. The Code vests
the CoC with the authority to approve
resolution plans; accordingly, the AA
cannot revisit their merits or substitute
its judgment for the CoC’s commercial
wisdom. Its role is limited to ensuring
statutory compliance, and even where a
legal infirmity is identified, it may reject
the plan but cannot modify or replace
the CoC’s decision. Similarly, regulatory
oversight rests with the regulator, whose
regulations have the full force of law and
bind both the AA and CoC, irrespective
of their own views on their desirability
or wisdom.

The AA is not the apex authority but
operates within an ecosystem of coequal
institutions exercising binding
authority. This design preserves the
IBC’s core philosophy: insolvency
resolution is fundamentally a
commercial and regulatory process, with
the AA serving as its procedural
gatekeeper rather than its ultimate
decision-maker.

The designation of the NCLT as the
AA under the IBC is thus neither
incidental nor terminological. It reflects
a carefully calibrated institutional
design, responsive both to the
substantive demands of insolvency law
and to the normative lessons of India’s
regulatory past. The AA embodies a
hybrid identity: judicial in form, given its
composition and limited adjudicatory
powers, yet administrative and
supervisory in function, given its
expansive statutory functions, many of
which do not involve any lis. 

For purposes of the IBC, it must step
out of the institutional wrap of the
NCLT and issue orders in its own name.
Better still, there could be a dedicated
AA exclusively for the IBC.

Pandey is Assistant Professor and Sahoo is former
Distinguished Professor at the National Law University
Delhi

NCLT: Neither a Tribunal
nor a Court for IBC
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While the NCLT is
manned by judges, its
powers under the IBC are
intentionally narrow,
limited to verifying
statutory compliance and
maintaining procedural
discipline
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T
he WTO Agreement on
Fisheries Subsidies (also
known as ‘Fish 1’) marks a

significant, yet incomplete,
multilateral e�ort to curb harmful
government support for the
fishing industry. Adopted in June
2022 and o�cially entering into
force on September 15, 2025, this
initial pact legally binds ratifying
members to prohibit subsidies
that fund illegal, unreported, and
unregulated (IUU) fishing, fishing
of overfished stocks, and
unregulated high seas fishing.

However, the ‘Fish 1’
agreement is merely a partial
solution. It carries a crucial sunset
clause: the entire pact will
automatically terminate if a more
comprehensive agreement —
known as ‘Fish 2’ — is not
adopted within four years of its
entry into force. This impending
deadline creates a high-stakes
scenario for the WTO and marine
sustainability worldwide.

The core problem is how
government subsidies —
estimated at tens of billions of
dollars annually —incentivise
overcapacity and overfishing. By
lowering costs for fuel, vessel
construction, and gear, subsidies
enable industrial fleets to fish
longer and further out, severely
threatening marine biodiversity
and the livelihoods of coastal
communities.

The initial ‘Fish 1’ agreement,
while important, only addresses
the most egregious practices.
WTO members are mandated to
continue negotiations on the
‘Fish 2’ rules, which aim to
discipline the broader categories
of subsidies that directly
contribute to overcapacity and
overfishing. These ‘Fish 2’ talks
remain deeply complex and have
been deadlocked for years.

THE STICKING POINT 

The primary deterrent to
agreement stems from
deep-seated economic disparities
and the complexity of Special and
Di�erential Treatment (S&DT)
for developing and
least-developed countries.
Developing nations argue that the
proposed rules fail to adequately
distinguish between the
large-scale, industrial subsidies
provided by developed nations —
which have historically been the
main drivers of overfishing — and
the minimal subsidies provided to
their millions of poor, small-scale,
artisanal fishers. India insists that
any disciplines must be equitable,
arguing that the rules should

target the main “polluters” and
not penalise subsistence fishers.
It has advocated for a lengthy
25-year exemption/transition
period for developing nations to
protect the livelihoods of their
small-scale fishers and ensure
food security. India also seeks to
discipline payments made by
industrial fishing nations for
access to other countries’
Exclusive Economic Zones.

Countries like the US and the
EU argue that the final agreement
must cover all countries that
provide large, capacity-enhancing
subsidies, or the environmental
goals will not be met. A major
challenge is defining what criteria
— such as fleet size or area of
operation — should exempt
small-scale fishers, given that
some developing nations have
very large domestic fleets.

The ‘Fish 1’ agreement, which
came into force in September
2025, has started the clock on a
four-year deadline for the
adoption of ‘Fish 2’. Given that
members have not even been able
to agree on the final text yet, the
deadline presents a grave threat
that the entire initial agreement
could lapse. The di�culties are
compounded by political realities.
Governments face strong
domestic lobbying from fishing
fleets reliant on subsidies.
Furthermore, many developing
and Least Developed Countries
lack the administrative capacity,
monitoring tools, and scientific
data to manage their fish stocks
e�ectively and prove to the WTO
that their subsidies are
non-harmful. 

The current deadlock over
S&DT suggests that the WTO is
facing a significant challenge in
preventing the ‘Fish 1’ agreement
from being terminated and
delivering a comprehensive set of
rules to secure global marine
sustainability. The WTO
agreement on fisheries subsidies
is unlikely to run the distance.

Krishnan is Former Principal Scientist & Head,
ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Education,
Mumbai, and Goplakrishnan is a Visiting Senior
Fellow at CSEP, New Delhi

Tackling fisheries subsidies

M Krishnan 
Badri Narayanan Gopalakrishnan

SMALL FISHERS. Must be
protected

The WTO agreement unlikely to run the distance
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Cos plan to raise ₹5,000 cr from primary market
Though the secondary market has cooled-o� a bit from the 8,800 level, the
trend in the primary market does not look so. Filings with SEBI since
September this year show that around 20 companies plan to raise funds to the
tune of at least ₹5,000 crore in the next 3-4 months. 

Draft gas pipeline policy put on hold
The Petroleum Ministry has put on hold the draft pipeline policy till the
Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) Bill gets the Cabinet
approval. Companies laying pipelines for transportation of gas would have to
wait a little longer for a policy that would provide a proper linkage between gas
sources and market centres, along with inter-connectivity for regions,
consumers and producers.

Composite insurance may soon be a reality
The IRDA is looking to allow insurance companies to issue composite policies
for micro-insurance. In India micro-insurance is defined by the size of the
policy (₹5,000-50,000 sum assured) and covers health, household, fire and
motor insurance that are non-commercial or of lower asset value. 

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

ACROSS

1. Holy book (5)

4. Incentive, momentum (7)

8. Dull green (5)

9. Rugger playing position (3-4)

10. Prevent one speaking (3)

11. Boisterous, bullying woman (9)

12. Chore (4)

13. Neat (4)

18. Send one to Coventry (9)

20. Feline (3)

21. A speech (7)

22. Sound amused (5)

23. Dog-houses (7)

24. Detests (5)

DOWN

1. Taken to task (7,2,4)

2. Spanning 

constructions (7)

3. Puts forth e�ort (6)

4. Tell one, advise (6)

5. Time for wages (3-3)

6. Jewelled headdress (5)

7. Boxed lights (6,7)

14. Tell a tale (7)

15. Spite (6)

16. Devils, demons (6)

17. State of physical

wellbeing (6)

19. Prepare for match (5)

ACROSS

1. OT, NT protection the French get (5)

4. One politician takes suet mixture as a stimulus (7)

8. Oil-producer has nothing to exist for (5)

9. Take only fifty per cent by air on the rugger field (3-4)

10. Funny line will stop one saying anything (3)

11. For time at school a giant loses one such scold (9)

12. End of engagement: pop the question – but it's a job (4)

13. Multihull craft looks neat to begin with (4)

18. Cast Rosie adrift and don't allow her in society (9)

20. It was once punishingly applied by jazz enthusiast (3)

21. Speech has nothing to apportion out (7)

22. It's amusing, the hug a novice driver gets wrong (5)

23. Were such old street gutters full of dogs? (7)

24. What Les heads o� one very much dislikes (5)

DOWN

1. Called to account, as are characters by author (7,2,4)

2. They span Robert as a poet (7)

3. Being re-set, about ten, applies pressure (6)

4. Tell one where to find schoolchild (6)

5. Labour now reimbursed say with a double-rhyme (3-3)

6. Change of air among the Terriers with which pope is

crowned (5)

7. Yet FA's wrong to get such games to produce flames (6,7)

14. Narrow election result may demand one to tell the 

tale (7)

15. Spite shown by looking-glass girl after 1st May (6)

16. Demons appear if ends are changed (6)

17. Are you well or ill? Toast will tell (6)

19. Prepare for match to be dragged along behind (5)

EASY

ACROSS 1. Brandishing 8. Repel 9. Rainbow 10. Ailment 11. Impel 12. Exacts 14. Please 18. Sober 19. Stopped 21. Measure 23. Thorn 24. Sweetbreads

DOWN 1. Barrage 2. Ampulla 3. Delve 4. Struts 5. Initial 6. Gab 7. Dowel 13. Torture 15. Amphora 16. Endings 17. Assent 18. Simon 20. Otter 22. Ass

BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2809

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2808

NOT SO EASY

C
hina vowed to seek
technological self-reliance
and grow the domestic

market in the next five years, as it
looks to both insulate the economy
from foreign pressures and build a
sustainable engine for growth.

The country will aim to “greatly
increase” the capacity for
self-reliance and strength in science
and technology, according to a
communique released Thursday by
state broadcaster CCTV after a
four-day conclave of the Communist
Party’s Central Committee.

Initial details of the approved
proposal place a heavy emphasis on
high-quality development and the
role of technology in developing
“new-quality productive forces”
which refer to advance fields such as
semiconductors and artificial

intelligence. The statement also
stressed needs to building a modern
industrial system and strengthen
innovation in core technologies.

This reflects Beijing’s drive to
boost productivity and achieve
self-su�ciency in the face of an
ageing population and Western
restrictions on high-tech exports. At
the same time, the document
reiterated a pledge to bolster
domestic consumption and expand
investment, vowing to “firmly
eliminate clogs hindering the
building of a unified national
market.”

DOMESTIC DEMAND

Economists have long seen
increasing demand at home as
critical for rebalancing the economy
away from its reliance on exports and
debt-fuelled investment, although
any new policy measures are

expected to be announced later.
The FTSE China A50 Futures held

steady after the readout was
released. The yuan and the yield on
China’s 10-year government bonds
were little changed. This intensified
focus on technology builds on a
strategy set in 2020, when the last
five-year plan was announced after
US President Donald Trump’s first
term. That drive has only become
more urgent, as Washington now
seeks what it calls “a strategic
decoupling” from China, targeting a
broader range of sectors from
semiconductors to pharmaceuticals
and sanctioning a growing number of
Chinese firms. China is under
pressure to change its growth model
as the manufacturing powerhouse
faces rising tari�s from the US and
pushback from other trading
partners over a deluge of Chinese
exports. 

China deepens push for tech self-reliance
Bloomberg News

T
he RBI’s draft on Expected
Credit Loss (ECL)
framework — which seeks
to replace the incurred-loss
approach with an

expected-loss methodology— marks an
important step in modernising bank
accounting for stressed assets. The
principle behind ECL — recognising
future expected losses early rather than
waiting for objective evidence of
impairment — aims at greater
transparency and forward-looking
capital planning.

Yet, the proposed approach may
stretch too far if applied to our banking
industry without careful calibration.
Two broad concerns underlie this view.
First, the structure of our banks’ balance
sheets and loan books di�ers materially
from those of many Western
jurisdictions where ECL models have
become mainstream. 

Second, India’s legal and institutional
regime for dealing with distressed credit
— from debt recovery to insolvency
resolution — creates di�erent
loss-realisation dynamics. These two
di�erences warrant a more tailored
approach than the one currently
followed in many Western countries.

LENDING LANDSCAPE

Unlike many Western banking systems
where the ECL originated, our banks’
credit portfolios are structurally
di�erent. As per the existing RBI
directions, a minimum of 40 per cent of
the lending by domestic banks must be
deployed to the ‘priority sector’
comprising of agriculture, retail, micro,

small and medium enterprises (MSMEs)
with segment-wise sub-targets
prescribed for them. These segments are
more granular, often less correlated and
have historically demonstrated
relatively stable default and recovery
pattern.

By contrast, ECL frameworks were
designed in countries where banks’
balance sheets are dominated by large
corporate exposures, market-linked
instruments and other exotic products.
In such a scenario, there is every
possibility that applying the same
probability-based complex framework
to our banks could lead to
over-estimation of expected losses in
sectors already covered by robust
prudential norms.

The second major di�erentiator lies
in our legal and institutional
architecture. Statutes like the SARFAESI
Act, DRT framework and Insolvency
Bankruptcy Code provide structured
mechanisms to deal with stressed assets.
These frameworks, despite some
practical hiccups, influence both the
timing and quantum of recoveries,
shaping the Loss Given Default (LGD)
assumptions in ways that are naturally
domestic-friendly vis-a-vis Western
benchmarks.

OPERATIONAL BURDEN ON BANKS

The operational demands of
implementing ECL at scale are far from

trivial. Banks would need to rejig their
Core Banking Systems, gather extensive
data, incorporate macroeconomic
projections, and subject the resulting
models to rigorous external validation.
For mid-sized and small banks such a
transition could prove costly and time
consuming, potentially diverting focus
from uninterrupted credit delivery and
monitoring — their core business
functions.

FOR A CALIBRATED APPROACH

None of this is to argue against proactive
provisioning per se. The benefits of early
stress recognition and greater market
discipline are well-established. But
global Accounting Standards — whether
IFRS 9 or others — allow for judgment,
staging and calibration to reflect local
realities.

The following measured,
bank-specific approach to ECL could
deliver the intended resilience without
imposing unnecessary strain:

Portfolio-wise calibration: Apply
ECL to segments where it genuinely
enhances risk sensitivity — such as
complex corporate or highly market
sensitive exposures — while allowing
the present simpler provisioning norms
to continue for granular retail
portfolios.

Phased implementation: Introduce
the framework in carefully chosen pilot
banks and loan segments first. This will
allow both the banks and the regulator
to gain practical experience and to
identify the challenges before the
full-scale rollout.

Regulatory impact assessment:
Using the pilot results, the RBI can
publish a clear estimate of the impact on
provisioning and capital, helping banks
plan well in advance and allowing for any
course corrections before broader
implementation.

Capacity building: Implementing

ECL requires sophisticated models and
reliable historical data. Many small
banks may not have this capacity. A
structured programme to support banks
with modelling tools, training and
shared data resources will help ensure
consistent and credible implementation
across the sectors.

The RBI’s draft paper on ECL is, by
it’s very nature, highly technical, with
extensive references to statistical
parameters such as probability of
default, loss given default and exposure
at default. While these are undeniably
central to the framework, the formal
guidelines to be issued in this regard
later could be made more
comprehensible through illustrative
examples and simplified working
models. 

This would help ensure that even
mid-level o�cials grasp the practical
implications , rather than treating the
exercise as a compliance formality.

The RBI’s commitment to global best
practices is no doubt commendable. But,
at the same time, the regulator will do
well to focus on adapting the core
principles rather than merely replicating
them. 

It is a well-known fact that our
country’s banking system operates in a
distinctive legal, economic and
operational environment. It is therefore
feared that a simple adoption of ECL
norms could impose an unnecessary
burden of higher provisioning, especially
on small banks, impeding their normal
credit growth.

Respecting domestic realities, a
carefully sequenced, well-calibrated
approach will smoothly align our banks
with global standards. Let the goal be
smarter risk recognition, not avoidable
over-provisioning.

The writer is former Non-Executive Chairman, City
Union Bank Ltd. Views are personal

Tailor ECL to
our banking
reality

The RBI’s commitment to
global best practices is no
doubt commendable. But,
at the same time,
the regulator will do well
to focus on adapting the
core principles rather than
merely replicating them

LOCAL FLAVOUR. RBI’s push to adopt Expected
Credit Loss must be tempered with calibration to
local lending patterns and legal frameworks

R MOHAN
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A
rticle 51A(h) of the Constitution
declares it a fundamental duty of every
citizen to cultivate scientific temper,
humanism, and the spirit of inquiry

and reform. Yet this mandate has often strug-
gled to translate into institutional practice. The
recent litigation over misleading medical adver-
tisements illustrates the difficulty. In April 
2024, the Supreme Court rebuked Patanjali 
Ayurved for disparaging modern medicine in 
its campaigns. Even as the case was in court, the
AYUSH ministry issued a notification deleting
Rule 170 of the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 
1945. Introduced to curb exaggerated claims, 
the rule required advertisements for Ayurvedic,
Siddha, or Unani medicines to be pre-approved
by State licensing authorities. For example, a 
company could not market a herbal pill as a 
cure for diabetes without evidence. With its 
deletion, prior scrutiny was no longer required.
By August 2025, the Court closed the proceed-
ings, holding that AYUSH advertisements did 
not need pre-approval. 

The shift from reprimanding mis-
leading advertisements to regulatory
relaxation underscores a broader 
problem. The Constitution imposes a
duty to cultivate scientific temper, but
the institutions required to make it 
real remain weak and fragmented.

The continued reliance on alterna-
tive medicine shows how wide the 
gulf is between constitutional aspira-
tion and lived reality. A survey found near-uni-
versal awareness of AYUSH, with use reported
by about 46% of rural and 53% of urban house-
holds in the past year. Citizens’ choices are 
influenced heavily by systemic constraints  in 
health care access and affordability. Public hos-
pitals are overstretched, private care often 
drives families into debt, and health expendi-
ture borne by households is still among the 
highest globally. Formal treatment often brings
catastrophic costs, while alternative practices 
spread expenses and feel less overwhelming.

The explanation is not only economic but
also grounded in perceptions of trust. Patients
waiting in crowded government hospitals or 
rushing through brief consultations in private
facilities often feel unseen. By contrast, tradi-
tional practitioners may offer familiarity, time,
and reassurance of personalised attention. 
Political validation reinforces these impres-
sions. The consolidation of institutional sup-
port through the ministry of AYUSH and the 
WHO Global Centre for Traditional Medicine 
places the imprimatur of the State on practices
whose evidentiary basis remains contested. Cit-
izens are thus confronted with contradictory 
signals. The Constitution calls upon them to 
cultivate scientific temper, even as the State 
endorses unverified systems.

This contradiction between constitutional
exhortation and State endorsement exemplifies
what scholars term symbolic constitutionalism,
the tendency of constitutions to proclaim ambi-
tious commitments without building the insti-
tutions required for their fulfilment. Article 
51A(h) imposes a duty, but without regulation
and investment it operates as aspiration rather
than practice. The repeal of safeguards like Rule
170 demonstrates this dynamic. Instead of cre-
ating conditions in which citizens can deliber-
ate on the basis of evidence and reason, the 
State retreats from its responsibility and trans-
fers the burden of discernment to individuals. 
What was intended as a collective constitu-
tional project is reframed as a matter of private
virtue, and constitutional duties risk collapsing
into little more than moral exhortations.

The regulatory framework reflects this abdi-
cation of responsibility. With the deletion of 
Rule 170, consumer protection law has become
the primary check on misleading medical 

advertisements. The Central Con-
sumer Protection Authority’s 2022
guidelines prohibit false health
claims, but enforcement has been
sporadic and retrospective. Proposals
to amend the Drugs and Magic Reme-
dies (Objectionable Advertisements)
Act, 1954, which was enacted to curb
advertisements making false claims of
cures for chronic diseases, have
remained stalled for years. A frame-

work this fragmented cannot bear the constitu-
tional weight placed upon it. Article 51A(h) can-
not be realised in an environment where mis-
leading claims flourish unchecked and 
evidence-based care remains inaccessible.

The difficulty is compounded by what may
be described as constitutional populism. Popu-
list politics often reframes constitutional com-
mitments in cultural rather than rational terms.
Scientific temper is recast as affirmation of tra-
dition. Alternative practices are cast as authen-
tically Indian, while modern medicine is carica-
tured as foreign or elitist. In this setting, the duty
to question is transformed into a duty to affirm,
and the constitutional message is reshaped not
by deliberation but by populist legitimacy.

The deeper paradox is that duties and rights
expand in the text even as they collapse in prac-
tice. Citizens are urged to cultivate scientific 
temper, but the State undermines that duty 
through weak regulation and contradictory pol-
icy signals. Unless governments accept respon-
sibility for the regulatory and infrastructural 
foundations of scientific temper, it will remain
a duty in the text but not a practice in reality.

Shantanu Pachauri is assistant professor,

School of Law, RV University, Bengaluru.

The views expressed are personal

How constitutional populism 
undermines scientific temper

Shantanu 
Pachauri

Lowering taxes here is not merely an eco-
nomic gesture — it is a cultural investment.
Tourists today seek authenticity, and when
they take home a handwoven Kanchipuram
saree or a carved sandalwood figurine, they
carry a piece of India’s creative economy.
This reform empowers artisans, strengthens
craft clusters, and makes heritage part of the
growth narrative.

Perhaps the most enduring benefit of GST
is clarity. Small hotels, homestays, and travel
agencies now operate within a single, pre-
dictable framework instead of a maze of
state-specific taxes. This improves compli-
ance, boosts investor confidence, and creates
space for innovation.

Formalisation also unlocks access to
credit, insurance, and digital payments for
thousands of small operators who once func-
tioned informally. For a sector that employs
more women and youth than most others,
this integration is transformative. Tourism

becomes not just a leisure industry
but a driver of entrepreneurship
and livelihoods.

Globally, price competitiveness
determines where tourists travel.
For years, India lagged behind
Southeast Asian destinations such
as Thailand and Vietnam, which
offered low hotel taxes and simpli-
fied levies. The recent GST recali-
bration has narrowed that gap.
India now offers world-class experi-

ences — from Ayurveda retreats to heritage
hotels — at globally competitive rates.

The results are visible. Domestic tourism
has surged to record highs, and foreign tour-
ist arrivals are steadily recovering. Niche seg-
ments such as cruise, wellness, film, and
spiritual tourism are expanding rapidly. The
government’s integrated push through pro-
grammes like Swadesh Darshan 2.0, PRA-
SHAD, and Vibrant Villages is further align-
ing infrastructure, policy, and community
participation.

Tourism currently contributes about 5% to
India’s GDP and supports over 80 million
livelihoods. With sustained reforms and
infrastructure investments, this could easily
double by 2030. Every percentage point
increase in tourism activity generates expo-
nential benefits — jobs, local enterprise,
women’s empowerment, and cross-cultural
understanding.

The GST reforms are not isolated fiscal
measures; they represent a philosophy that
taxation should enable, not inhibit. They
make travel more affordable, enterprise
more viable, and destinations more attract-
ive. They bring the economy’s pulse closer to
the people.

As India looks ahead to its centenary of
Independence, the vision of Viksit Bharat will
be incomplete without a globally competitive
and culturally confident tourism ecosystem.
The world is rediscovering India — not just
as a destination, but as an experience that
harmonises tradition with modernity, eco-
nomics with empathy.

With a rationalised GST, improved con-
nectivity, empowered artisans, and a confi-
dent industry, India’s tourism story is set to
become one of the defining success narra-
tives of this decade — a story where reform
meets renaissance, and every journey
becomes part of the making of New India.

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat is Union minister

of culture and tourism. The views

expressed are personal

due to his welfare measures over the 
last two decades, including the recent
transfer of the ₹10,000 grant to lakhs 
of women in the state.

This social base of Kumar is pre-
cisely what frustrates the BJP’s ambi-
tions. The BJP may lose a chunk of
voters who see Kumar as the safer
option if it alienates him. In the end,
the 2025 Bihar election will be about
the BJP’s ability to shield its allies
even as it outgrows them. It would
mean the BJP must internalise that
even a resounding performance will
not guarantee it the CM’s post right
after the election. If it presses too
hard, the cracks within the NDA coa-
lition may become wide enough for
the Opposition parties to cannibalise
its voter base at the margins and ruin
its chances to win office. 

However, if it avoids this question,
the long game may not necessarily
turn out in its favour. The party risks
being seen as a limited force among
its more enthusiastic cadres, espe-
cially when Prashant Kishor’s Jan
Suraaj Party is eyeing the same set of

voters that the BJP had hoped to
attract with JD(U)’s decline.

Whatever the verdict, Bihar’s
results will mark the beginning of a
broader test for the BJP in the states.
West Bengal,Tamil Nadu, Pud-
ucherry, Kerala and Assam will vote
next year. The party has not been in
office in any of these states ever, save
Assam. 

After the Lok Sabha jolt in June
2024, the BJP was able to retain
office in Haryana and Maharashtra,
defeated the Aam Aadmi Party 
in Delhi, but failed to unseat the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha in Jhark-
hand. In that sense, the assembly
election in Bihar is another reminder
that the states pose an entirely differ-
ent set of political challenges even as
a party consolidates its might nation-
ally.

Rahul Verma is associate professor of

political science at the Shiv Nadar

University, Chennai, and fellow, Centre

for Policy Research (CPR), New Delhi.

The views expressed are personal

Bihar’s women voters connect with Nitish Kumar due to his welfare 
measures over the last two decades. HT ARCHIVE

T
ourism in India has always been
more than leisure — it is a dialogue
between civilisations, a carrier of her-
itage, and a catalyst for inclusive

growth. Yet for decades, despite our extraor-
dinary diversity — from Ladakh’s monaster-
ies to Kanyakumari’s shores — its full poten-
tial remained constrained by fragmented
taxation and high costs. The recent reforms
in the Goods and Services Tax (GST) have
begun to change that story.

For years, India’s tourism and hospitality
industry bore the weight of a complicated tax
regime. A patchwork of levies — service tax,
value-added tax (VAT), luxury tax — created
confusion and inflated travel costs. The
introduction of GST brought simplification,
but the recent rationalisation of rates has
been decisive in making Indian tourism
more competitive.

The reduction of GST on hotel rooms
priced under ₹7,500 from 12% to 5% has been
particularly transformative. Travel
has become more affordable for
middle-class families and budget
travellers — the backbone of domes-
tic tourism. Higher occupancy rates,
longer stays, and greater local
spending are direct outcomes. For
small entrepreneurs and homestay
owners, lower compliance costs
have improved viability and encour-
aged formalisation. It is a quiet but
profound shift towards scale and
sustainability.

Tourism thrives on connectivity. The
reduction of GST on passenger transport —
especially on buses carrying more than 10
passengers — from 28% to 18% is a crucial
enabler. It has made intercity and group
travel more accessible for pilgrims, students,
and families. Heritage circuits, eco-tourism
parks, and rural destinations are seeing fresh
momentum. This reform goes beyond
cheaper tickets — it is about linking regions,
democratising travel, and giving small tour
operators a chance to expand. For India,
where tourism is a powerful vehicle for
regional equity, affordable mobility is eco-
nomic empowerment.

India’s appeal lies not only in its monu-
ments but also in its living traditions. Reduc-
ing GST on art and handicraft products from
12% to 5% has boosted a sector that sustains
millions of artisans. Every handmade artifact
sold in a local market carries the imprint of
India’s cultural continuity.

{ OUR TAKE }

Securing digital 
content space

Mahagathbandhan’s 
EBC manoeuvre

I
n the 2020 Bihar assembly polls, the Opposition’s 
Grand Alliance fell agonisingly short of the majority
mark in the assembly — the difference between the

winning and the losing coalitions was just around 
12,000 votes — largely because smaller groups and 
weaker castes carried memories of Yadav dominance 
during the RJD heydays and counter-mobilised in the 
dying days of the campaign. This exposed a weakness 
for the otherwise robust regional party — despite its 
solid voter base of Yadavs, Muslims and some 
dominant groups, it struggles to attract wider support 
across castes. The only election it won in the last two 
decades was when Nitish Kumar helped stitch together 
a broad coalition of weaker caste groups in 2015. 

This time, the Mahagathbandhan is aggressively 
wooing the extremely backward classes (EBCs), a loose 
amalgamation of smaller groups that are the backbone 
of Kumar’s support. A major step in this direction was 
taken on Thursday when the alliance named 
Vikassheel Insan Party chief Mukesh Sahani as its 
deputy CM candidate for the polls next month. The 
announcement — alongside naming Tejashwi Yadav as 
the CM face — is an attempt to stanch infighting and 
dispel the image of the Opposition as a divided house 
more focussed on squabbling than fighting elections. 
But it is also an outreach to the EBCs (Sahani comes 
from the boatmen community) to hive off a chunk of 
Kumar’s support. The EBCs aren’t a monolith, though, 
and Sahani is somewhat of an untested entity; his party 
won only four assembly seats (and no parliamentary 
seats) in the past. Is an electoral manoeuvre enough to 
drive apart the JD(U) and a base it has nurtured for 
decades? November 14 will hold the answer.

T
he just published draft regulations on Artificial
Intelligence (AI) generated content mark India’s
first statutory attempt to address deepfakes and
synthetic media. The proposed amendments to

the IT Rules will require AI tools and social media 
platforms to label manipulated content — a response to 
concerns over poll interference, misinformation, and 
impersonation. The framework gets several things 
right. It provides legal clarity by defining “synthetically 
generated information” for the first time in Indian law, 
bringing AI-generated material under existing 
takedown obligations, and laying out specific labelling 
requirements. The proposed rules state that images 
and videos must carry labels covering at least 10% of 
display area, and audio must be identified during the 
first 10% of playback. The enforcement rests on two 
entities — companies creating such products, and 
platforms that host user-generated content. Platforms 
must ask users to declare whether uploaded content is 
synthetically generated, deploy automated detection 
systems for verification, and take down content when 
flagged through grievance redressal mechanisms.

These are important first steps. Deepfakes of public 
figures have been used for scams — the Union finance 
minister was recently targeted — and to create sexually 
suggestive videos of celebrities that stop short of 
explicit content, evading harsher moderation. Tools 
such as Sora and Dall-E evolve almost quarterly, 
producing increasingly convincing but entirely 
fictional images and video clips. Celebrities have sought 
court injunctions against the unauthorised use of their 
“likeness”, recognising how easily their face, voice, or 
mannerisms can be replicated without consent.

But the first step will need more strident follow 
through. The draft’s definition — “all synthetically 
generated information” — appears to cover AI-
generated text, such as ChatGPT output. Yet, it offers 
no guidance on how such content should be labelled or 
fingerprinted. The draft is also silent on how the Centre 
plans to address media created by underground tools 
where checks against nudity or gore are easily 
breached. These may require standalone legislation — 
an approach many regions are increasingly adopting.

The consultation period offers an opportunity to 
address these gaps. More avenues to curb harm — 
including text-based misinformation — must be 
considered, while steering clear of heavy-handed 
approaches that stifle AI adoption and innovation. 
India is right to act proactively, but a domain as 
complicated as AI demands precision. The harder 
work of building public digital literacy and institutions 
of media trust — the only true antidote to a slide into 
alternative realities where facts are increasingly 
contested — lies ahead. The draft is a foundation, the 
rest of the legislative structure must now be planned.

B
ihar has managed to buck
two political trends of the
past decade. The first is of
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) having a chief minis-
ter (CM) in every state of

the Hindi-speaking belt — Bihar
stands out as the lone exception. The
BJP may be the primary pole of
national politics at present, but Bihar
remains the one Hindi heartland
state it has never won on its own. The
second is that while most states in
the region have delivered verdicts in
which one party is always very close
to the majority mark, government
formation in Bihar has required the
support of multiple parties. In fact,
the last time any party netted a three-
digit total in the 243-member assem-
bly was in 2010, when the Janata Dal
(United) or JD(U) won 115 seats,
although it needed its alliance part-
ner, the BJP, to form the government.

In Bihar, the BJP is a rising party
(with 42.6% votes in the 110 seats it
contested in 2020), yet it is also the
state where the party is most con-
strained. It has organisational mus-
cle, popular national leadership, a
committed social base, and deep
pockets, but it cannot fathom, just

yet, charting an independent political
journey in the state. Even when it
won more seats than the JD(U) in
2020, it had to back Nitish Kumar for
the CM’s office.

Will it change this time around?
The seat sharing arrangements of the
two rival camps — the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA) of the BJP, JD
(U), and other allies, and the Mahag-
athbandhan, comprising the Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD), the Congress,
and the Left parties, and a few others
— indicates that it is unlikely that any
party can cross the majority mark on
its own. The BJP and JD(U) are only
contesting 101 seats each, which com-
plicates the possibility of a
BJP CM even if the NDA
crosses the majority mark.

In some ways, Bihar
exposes the BJP’s deepest 
anxiety as it aspires to 
become the national hege-
mon. It seeks to escape Man-
dal politics, but Bihar’s social
make up doesn’t offer it any 
easy route to do so. The BJP 
needs Kumar in Bihar to carry the alli-
ance to victory. But, at the same time, it
cannot fully rely on him. A recent com-
ment by Union home minister Amit 
Shah suggesting that the CM would be
selected after the polls by NDA legisla-
tors may have led to some murmurs, 
but Shah quickly underlined that the 
NDA was going into the elections 
under Kumar’s leadership. After all, 
Kumar’s party is a crucial ally at the 
Centre. Any move to undermine him at
this stage may have ripple effects. So, 

the BJP must cautiously balance 
between its Bihar ambition and emerg-
ing politics. 

This election season is not the time
to solve this political Rubik’s cube. The
party had tried this in the past and it 
did not yield desired results. It 
attempted to cut Kumar down to size in
the run-up to the 2020 assembly elec-
tion. The calculation was that Kumar’s
decline would benefit the BJP. It precip-
itated a carefully crafted rebellion 
through Chirag Paswan whose party, 
the Lok Janshakti Party, mostly con-
tested against JD(U) candidates and 
ensured their defeat. 

It is true that Kumar’s popular
appeal had lost much of its
sheen by then. He was no
longer hailed as “susashan
(good governance) babu”, and
had squandered much politi-
cal goodwill by switching alli-
ances multiple times. Now,
there are worries about his
health and, consequently, fit-
ness to govern.

However, the BJP’s strat-
egy of filling the political vacuum
created by a weakened JD(U) hasn’t
borne fruit. The BJP does not have
state level leaders who can carry the
campaign narrative on their own to
the party’s advantage. 

Kumar continues to remain the
glue that binds the NDA’s coalition of
extremes in Bihar. He still commands
significant loyalty among the back-
ward castes, which together form a 
very large chunk of the electorate. 
And, women voters connect with him

A Bihar puzzle the 
BJP waits to solve
In the end, the 2025 
Bihar election will be 
about the party’s ability 
to shield its allies even as 
it outgrows them
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Foreign interest 
Growth prospects are attracting investment in the financial sector  

The financial sector in India is witnessing a significant interest from foreign 

entities. Last week, for instance, United Arab Emirates-based Emirates NBD PJSC 

entered into an agreement with RBL Bank, a mid-sized private bank, to invest 

~26,850 crore, or about $3 billion, to acquire a controlling stake of up to 60 per cent. 

Subject to regulatory approval, this will be the biggest foreign investment in an 

Indian private bank. The investment, according to the management, will help RBL 

Bank move into the league of large Indian banks. It will help the bank strengthen 

its presence in corporate banking — Emirates NBD already has a significant pres-

ence in Indian wholesale banking. Once the transaction is completed as planned, 

RBL Bank will become a listed subsidiary of a foreign bank. Although the issues 

related to the mandatory open offer and public float will be worth watching, the 

investment agreement marks a significant milestone in Indian banking history. 

Earlier this year, Japanese lender Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation 

(SMBC) acquired 24.2 per cent in Yes Bank. It was recently reported that SMBC did 

not, for the moment, intend to increase its shareholding in the bank beyond 24.99 

per cent. Going beyond 25 per cent will trigger the mandatory open-offer require-

ment.  Nevertheless, SMBC’s stake in Yes Bank is another example of foreign inter-

est in the Indian banking pie. Five years ago, DBS Bank India took over Lakshmi 

Vilas Bank at a time when the latter’s finances were deteriorating. Investment by 

foreign entities has been facilitated by the evolving regulatory openness in India. 

Foreign entities can own up to 74 per cent, subject to regulatory approval. However, 

voting rights remain capped at 26 per cent, which is aimed at providing adequate 

diversity and independence at board level. It is also interesting that over the years, 

while several American and European banks exited India’s retail banking, partly 

due to their parent entities’ international restructuring, non-American and non-

European institutions are entering the Indian financial landscape. More recently, 

in the non-banking financial company (NBFC) space, Abu Dhabi’s International 

Holding Co PJSC took 42 per cent in Sammaan Capital for about $1 billion. 

The reason for the interest in the Indian financial sector is, of course, potential 

growth. India is not only the fastest-growing large economy in the world, it also has 

significant untapped potential for formal finance. As has been highlighted in this 

space before, there is a significant market for credit waiting to be tapped, which cur-

rently depends on informal sources of finance. Research has shown that the 

increased adoption of digital means can be transformative and has helped push 

credit in the underserved sections without resulting in higher defaults. Fintech and 

financial firms can leverage the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) data to extend 

credit in the underserved segments. Necessary regulatory clarity can open up a 

huge market in this space. On the corporate side, opportunities will continue to 

emerge as the economy grows. The Reserve Bank of India, for instance, has pro-

posed allowing banks to finance acquisitions by Indian corporations. On a broader 

level, increased availability of foreign investment in private banks and NBFCs will 

intensify competition in the financial sector, resulting in better services at a lower 

cost for both corporate and individual customers. 

(Disclosure: Entities controlled by the Kotak family have a significant holding in  

Business Standard Pvt Ltd) 

 

Labelling like it is 
The ORS label ban should force a rethink on other products 

The advisory from the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), banning 

manufacturers of food and beverages from using the term “oral rehydration solution” 

(ORS), has not come a day too soon. The result of an eight-year-old campaign by 

paediatricians and health experts, the advisory proscribes the use of the term in prod-

uct names, labels, and trademarks, or even as a prefix or a suix. Only medicinal ORS 

products that conform to standards of the World Health Organization (WHO) and are 

sold in pharmacies will be permitted to use the term. This advisory will not only go a 

long way in ensuring the effective use of ORS in cases of dehydration, it should 

prompt consumer agencies to rethink quasi-medicinal claims on food and cosmetics. 

ORS is basically a medically formulated mixture of water, glucose, and essential 

electrolytes such as sodium and potassium. It replenishes fluids and salts lost from 

the body due to dehydration. Over the past two decades, it has been seen that a slew 

of commercially marketed consumer products — chiefly attractively packaged 

“sports” and “energy” drinks — have been endorsed by superstars. Many of these 

products are presented as “ORS substitutes”. They not only contain heavier doses of 

sugar — sometimes up to 10 times the WHO recommendation of 13.5 gm per litre — 

several contain caffeine, which does nothing to alleviate dehydration. These addi-

tives can be harmful, especially for children. Additionally, in a country with worry-

ingly high levels of diabetes, even among young people, high-sugar commercial 

products that claim dubious ORS benefits can be especially harmful. Though an 

FSSAI advisory does not carry penal charges, failing to comply with its instructions 

can lead to penalties under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006.  So the success 

of these new labelling laws will depend on monitoring and widespread education 

campaigns so that consumers are made suiciently aware of the differences 

between pharmaceutically produced ORS products and those that are commercially 

available. This is all the more vital because of the money power of the commercial 

foods industry. It is no surprise that manufacturers have moved the Delhi High 

Court, complaining of the abruptness of the ban. The court has permitted temporary 

relief by allowing current stocks, worth ~180 crore, to be sold.   

This advisory should encourage other standard-setting and enforcement 

agencies to raise the stringency in labelling laws. Breakfast cereals and snack bars, 

packaged fruit juices and smoothies, or vitamin-enhanced waters are frequently 

high in sugar, refined carbs, trans-fats, and salt content and have minimal nutri-

tional value. Many of these products misleadingly suggest that they are healthy 

alternatives to fresh food and fruit. One way of addressing this issue is for the FSSAI 

to stipulate labelling changes to remove the implication that these products are 

health foods. Similarly, the craze for “natural” and “herbal” cosmetic products has 

produced a rash of such products claiming medicinal benefits to address specific 

cosmetic defects — such as fairness creams, face-washes, anti-acne preparations, 

or special shampoos. Manufacturers typically use such terms as “cosmeceutical” 

and “ayurvedic” to suggest that their products have therapeutic benefits. Though 

the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation and the Bureau of Indian Stan-

dards prohibit cosmetic products from making claims of a medical nature, such 

products abound in the marketplace. Forcing them to alter their labelling to be less 

misleading would be a signal service to the routinely misled Indian consumer.

bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb

The discourse on the separation of powers in India has 
traditionally centred on the legislature, executive, and 
judiciary within the constitutional framework. The 
sharper challenge today, however, lies beyond this 
classical trinity, in the proliferating world of regulatory 
bodies. Regulators operate as mini-states within their 
domains, simultaneously exercising quasi-legislative, 
executive, and quasi-judicial powers. 

In practice, this often means that the same individ-
ual or division within a regulatory agency may per-
form multiple roles — lawmaker, investigator, and 
adjudicator — with blurred procedural boundaries. 
The Supreme Court, in Clariant International Ltd & 
Anr vs Sebi (2004), observed that the regulator not only 
frames regulations but also admin-
isters them and adjudicates their 
contraventions. It cautioned that the 
integration of these powers within 
the same body “may raise several 
public law concerns in future.” 

There is a growing recognition of 
the need to separate executive and 
quasi-judicial functions, ensuring 
that the individuals tasked with 
establishing facts are different from 
those empowered to impose 
penalties. In Vishal Tiwari vs Union of 
India (2024), the Supreme Court 
directed the Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(Sebi) to maintain a separation between its quasi-judi-
cial and executive arms. A comparable institutional 
design exists in competition law, where the oice of 
the Director General (Investigation) functions inde-
pendently of the Competition Commission of India. 
Many regulators follow the convention that matters 
emanating from the domain of one whole-time 
member are adjudicated by another. 

Yet, this separation often collapses in practice. Com-
pany law mandates the National Financial Reporting 
Authority (NFRA) to organise its functions into distinct 
divisions. However, non-segregation of audit quality 
review from disciplinary functions led the Delhi High 
Court, in Deloitte Haskins vs Union of India (2025), to 
quash several of its show-cause notices and final orders. 
While admitting an appeal against this decision, the 
Supreme Court has restrained NFRA from issuing or 
enforcing any final orders, pending adjudication. 

The United States offers a sharper contrast. 
Agencies such as the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC) and the Federal Trade Commission maintain 
a much stricter divide between their investigative staff 
and adjudicatory commissioners. The US Supreme 
Court recently reinforced this principle in SEC vs Jar-
kesy (2024), holding that the SEC could not employ its 
in-house administrative law judges to impose civil 
penalties for fraud, as doing so violated the constitu-
tional right to a jury trial. Adjudication must rest with 
courts when penalties carry a punitive character.  

The fusion of quasi-legislative and quasi-judicial 
functions is even more problematic, for it conflates the 
lawmaker and the adjudicator in the same person. It is 

akin to Parliament enacting a law and 
then sitting in judgement over its 
violations, something no constitu-
tional democracy can countenance. 
NFRA’s experience illustrates how 
regulators may fail to implement the 
safeguards envisaged by the legisla-
ture. It is unrealistic to expect every 
regulator to design such safeguards 
for itself. Even if it does, it could 
readily dilute or modify them to suit 
its administrative convenience. 

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Board of India (IBBI) initially framed 

regulations providing a vital safeguard: A whole-time 
member associated with an investigation shall not 
participate in its adjudication. It later amended this 
provision, narrowing the term to mean involvement. 
This seemingly technical change has profound impli-
cations. It allows members with supervisory or insti-
tutional links to an investigation to adjudicate the very 
matters they oversaw. In its legislative capacity, the 
regulator diluted a safeguard against bias; in its judicial 
capacity, it now applies that diluted rule, making the 
risk of conflict both real and immediate. 

In the constitutional scheme, penalties are pre-
scribed by the legislature and imposed by the judici-
ary. Until the early 1990s, it was inconceivable that 
an entity outside the government could levy monet-
ary penalties. In the interest of regulatory govern-
ance, however, Sebi was empowered to impose such 
penalties, but under strict conditions. The statute 
specified the contraventions and corresponding 

penalties. Sebi could impose them only under rules 
made by the Central government, and the penalties 
were to be credited to the Consolidated Fund of 
India. This approach has been replicated across 
regulatory laws. 

Over time, the catalogue of contraventions and 
sanctions has expanded steadily through subordinate 
legislation and subsidiary instructions. The Sebi Act, 
for instance, penalises the violation of any provision of 
the regulations, effectively empowering the regulator 
to create new contraventions by rule-making. In some 
cases, regulations themselves prescribe penalties for 
non-compliance. The Sebi (Stock Brokers) Regula-
tions, 1992, for example, specify a range of penalties for 
diverse lapses by brokers. A similar pattern is discern-
ible across other regulatory domains, including insur-
ance, pensions, and telecommunications. 

Even circulars have progressively stretched the 
catalogue. For instance, a 2020 Sebi circular enumer-
ates 28 specific contraventions under the Sebi (Listing 
Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regula-
tions, 2015, and prescribes corresponding monetary 
penalties to be imposed by stock exchanges and 
credited to their Investor Protection Funds. Issued 
with the approval of the regulator, a recent stock 
exchange circular, while rationalising the penalty 
framework for brokers, introduced 12 new penalty 
provisions. In effect, the regulator both defines the 
offence and authorises itself or its delegates to impose 
penalties, illustrating the danger of the fusion of legis-
lative and judicial functions.  

As India’s regulatory landscape stretches into new 
frontiers — fintech, data protection, climate govern-
ance — the temptation to give regulators sweeping 
powers will only intensify. There is nothing inherently 
wrong with empowering regulators. Modern markets 
demand strong, responsive institutions. But power 
must walk hand in hand with restraint. Regulators 
must lean towards caution in conflict-of-interest 
matters, guarding not just their independence but 
even its appearance. 

What India needs are institutional design laws that 
clearly mandate three separate wings within the regu-
lator — for rule-making, execution, and adjudication. 
Regulators should not have the discretion to outsource 
adjudication to agencies of their choosing. Where 
internal separation is not feasible, independent tribu-
nals should step in. And courts must stay alert, calling 
out any regulator that blurs the line between writing 
the law and judging its breach. 

India’s constitutional promise lies not merely in 
effective governance but in fair governance. When 
regulators both frame the rules and sit in judgement 
over their breach, that promise begins to fade. The 
strength of the Indian regulatory state will be 
measured not by how much power it wields, but by 
how fairly it exercises that power. The separation of 
quasi-legislative and quasi-judicial functions within 
regulators is not a procedural nicety  —  it is fundamen-
tal to the integrity of governance. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The authors are advocates who previously served  
in regulatory bodies

The fallacy of chasing sunrise sectors  
There is near unanimity that states will play a pivotal 
role in India’s future economic growth. For acceler-
ated growth, it’s widely accepted that states will have 
to push their manufacturing and services sectors by 
undertaking factor-market reforms — reducing the 
price of land, ushering in flexible labour laws, among 
others — and strengthening cities, since agriculture 
is assumed to be inherently slower-growing.  

The performance of fast-growing states like Guja-
rat and Karnataka, which have grown their real gross 
domestic product (GDP) in excess of 8 per cent per 
annum in the last decade, driven by manufacturing 
and services, further reairms this 
growth paradigm. But this growth 
template poses a conundrum for the 
agrarian states: Must they abandon 
their agricultural strengths and try to 
create industries and services eco-
systems from scratch to grow faster? 

This question is even more rel-
evant today, as global trade is more 
uncertain, making it harder to follow 
the classic manufacturing-led 
growth path. Thankfully, multiple 
growth models exist, at least in the 
medium term. States like Madhya 
Pradesh (MP) and the bifurcated 
state of Andhra Pradesh (AP) have leveraged their 
agricultural strengths to achieve high growth. Agri-
culture accounts for 30 per cent of GDP in both states, 
and grew by 6 per cent and 7.5 per cent, respectively, 
between 2015 and 2025, with the corresponding GDP 
growing at 6.2 per cent and 6.7 per cent during the 
same period. The argument is not that these states do 
not need any manufacturing and/or services ever, but 
that their current mainstay, agriculture, can power 
growth as they gear up to non-agrarian industries 
over time.     

AP’s success story is rooted in its transformation 
into a globally competitive hub for fisheries, particu-
larly the frozen shrimp industry. India became the 

world’s second-largest shrimp exporter in 2024 with 
$4.5 billion in exports, and AP accounted for 78 per 
cent of shrimp production and 30 per cent of total sea-
food output. Fisheries in AP have grown 16 per cent 
annually for a decade. If this growth continues for the 
next five years, fisheries could comprise nearly a 
quarter of AP’s GDP and add 1.2 per cent to growth.  

The rise of the fisheries industry is a blend of 
opportune timing and strategic execution. The out-
break of Early Mortality Syndrome (EMS) in shrimp 
farms in Thailand and other Southeast Asian coun-
tries created a massive vacuum in the global market in 

2009. AP seized this opportunity, 
aided by the timely adoption of 
Pacific white shrimp, a more dis-
ease-resistant, affordable, and 
faster-growing species.  

The widespread adoption of this 
new species in AP was aided by 
robust support mechanisms. The 
Marine Products Export Develop-
ment Authority (MPEDA) played a 
crucial role by offering frequent 
training programmes at minimal or 
no cost. Complementing this, in 
2015, the state government released 
its Fishery Policy. Under this policy, 

it provided capital subsidies of up to 50 per cent for 
setting up shrimp farms and significantly reduced 
power tariffs, decreasing costs for farmers and foster-
ing an environment for growth. 

Though Trump tariffs pose a significant — hope-
fully short-term challenge — to the industry, it is a 
strong testimony to how economic growth is driven by 
productivity advances led by comparative advantage.   

Madhya Pradesh’s success is rooted in productiv-
ity improvements and diversification. Real agricul-
tural growth was just 3 per cent annually between 1995 
and 2005, but accelerated significantly after the late-
2000s reforms, as mentioned above. Irrigated area 
jumped from 24 per cent to 67 per cent, doubling food-

grain yields between 2006 and 2022, compared to a 
national increase of only 50 per cent, for both Kharif 
and Rabi crops. As a result, the state now accounts for 
21 per cent of the country’s wheat production and 42 
per cent of soybean production.  

Furthermore, to mitigate post-harvest losses, the 
state tripled its foodgrain storage capacity between 
2013 and 2023, while national storage capacity 
remained largely stagnant. The state’s focus on diver-
sification away from water-guzzling crops is also evi-
dent, given that 14 per cent and 10 per cent of total 
crop production come from oilseed and pulses, 
respectively, a stark contrast to Punjab, where pulses 
and oilseed together account for less than 1 per cent of 
total crop output.  

MP also diversified into dairy farming, with milk 
production increasing fourfold between 2002 and 
2024, outpacing the national increase of 2.8 times. 
This was aided by initiatives like the Acharya Vidya-
sagar Gau Samvardhan Yojana, which subsidised 
bank credit for setting up dairy farms and specifically 
promoted indigenous cow breeds. Since the majority 
of land has been brought under irrigation, further 
impetus to agricultural growth needs to come from 
moving to higher-value crops and pushing harder on 
livestock farming. Such a move will leverage the 
state’s strengths and will also be more environ-
mentally and fiscally sustainable.   

The economic journeys of MP and AP demon-
strate that states can achieve significant success by 
identifying and leveraging their existing strengths. By 
investing in sector-specific training, providing tar-
geted subsidies, promoting technological adoption, 
and improving market access and infrastructure, 
these states have turned agriculture, traditionally per-
ceived as a low-productivity sector, into a powerful 
catalyst for inclusive and sustained economic growth.  
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The authors are, respectively, senior fellow and 
associate fellow at the Centre for Social 
and Economic Progress. The views are personal 

An Adivasi between two worlds 

VEENU SANDHU 

In India’s political and cultural history, 
Jaipal Singh is, paradoxically, a promi-
nent and obscure figure. He was the first 
Adivasi to study at Oxford; the first to join 
the Indian Civil Service (and to resign 
from it); and the first to captain an Indian 
hockey team to an Olympic gold in 
Amsterdam in 1928. A powerful voice of 
the Adivasis in the Constituent Assembly, 
he remained a parliamentarian till his 
death in 1970, and was the most conse-
quential Adivasi leader after Birsa 
Munda. Known to his people as “Marang 
Gomke” — the Big Chief — Jaipal Singh 

lived a life that traversed continents and 
contradictions. Lo Bir Sendra: A Hunter 
in the Burning Forest, his memoir, 
written in 1969 during a sea voyage to 
England, captures the essence of that 
journey — at once personal, political, 
and profoundly reflective. 

The title, Lo Bir Sendra, invokes an 
Adivasi ritual hunt, a communal act of 
renewal amid destruction. It is an apt 
metaphor for Jaipal Singh’s life and 
mission: To reclaim dignity and identity 
for India’s Adivasis in a rapidly modern-
ising nation. 

Singh’s life reads like an improbable 
epic. Born in 1903 to priestly Mundas in 
Takra village, 11 miles south of Ranchi, he 
was rechristened “Jaipal Singh” when he 
entered St Paul’s School, Ranchi. Canon 
W F Cosgrave, the school’s British princi-
pal, saw in the bright young boy an excep-
tional spark and took him to England in 
1918 after baptising him.  

Lo Bir Sendra is an introspective, 

sometimes melancholic, collection of 
notes to oneself rather than a polished 
autobiography. The manuscript, written 
in longhand, was never published in 
Singh’s lifetime. It wandered for decades 
through many hands — from his eldest 
son, Amar, to Italian scholar Enrico 
Fasana, who worked on Adivasis and 
Dalits in India, then to a student, and 
eventually to the Jesuits. Finally, Stan 
Swamy, the Jesuit priest who was 
arrested at age 83 on terrorist charges 
and died in prison in 2021, ensured its 
publication by Prabhat Khabar in 2004. 
The book’s republication resurrects not 
just a lost text, but a lost voice. 

That voice, candid, restless, and often 
conflicted, is what makes  Lo Bir Sendra 
so compelling. Singh writes as a man 
haunted by the contradictions of his own 
success — an Adivasi who rose to the 
highest echelons of the British establish-
ment and the Indian elite, yet never 
stopped feeling alienated from both. 

Through a patchwork of 
recollections, Singh revisits the 
turning points of his life: His 
baptism and education; his 
years in England and Africa; 
his return to colonial India as 
an administrator and teacher; 
and, most crucially, his 
awakening to the exploitation 
of his homeland. “The Dikus,” 
he writes — outsiders and 
exploiters — “have plundered 
my people of their forests, 
their land, and their spirit.” 

That awakening drove him 
into politics. In 1939, Singh 
founded the Adivasi Maha-
sabha, which later became the 
Jharkhand Party. His dream 
was audacious: A separate Jharkhand 
state where Adivasis could govern them-
selves. He represented the Adivasis in the 
Constituent Assembly, often standing up 
to towering figures like Nehru and 
Ambedkar. Yet, in his memoir, he is curi-
ously silent on his political battles. 

Instead, the memoir dwells on the 
emotional undercurrents of a man 

divided between duty and 
belonging. Singh recounts his 
affection for his mother, his 
admiration for teachers and 
students, his two marriages 
(the first to Tara Majumdar, 
granddaughter of W C Bon-
nerjee, founding president of 
the Indian National Con-
gress), and heartbreaks. 
There is a gentleness in his 
recollections of village life, of 
Adivasi customs like “Era 
Sendra” (annual hunt by the 
womenfolk) and the process 
of finding one’s life partner 
(“Marriage by Capture”, 
which, contrary to the mean-
ing, gives the girl the final 

word on who she chooses to marry). 
These passages are more anthropologi-
cal than autobiographical, reflecting his 
lifelong mission to explain Adivasi cul-
ture to a world that refused to under-
stand its ways. 

If the text sometimes feels disjointed, 
it is, perhaps, because Singh was not writ-
ing for publication but to remember. The 

editors of this edition have wisely resisted 
imposing too much order on his musings. 
Instead, they provide a light scaffolding 
— contextual paragraphs, annotations, 
and corrections based on the painstaking 
scholarship of Santosh Kiro’s The Life and 
Times of Jaipal Singh Munda  (2018). Inti-
mate pictures of Singh’s life offer a visual 
narrative through the book.  

What emerges is not a conventional 
autobiography but a cultural document 
— part personal diary, part ethnography. 
Rather than a perfect book, Lo Bir Sendra 
is an incomplete conversation. Singh 
comes across as a man caught between 
two fires: The “burning forest” of colonial 
exploitation and the flames of India’s 
postcolonial politics. His decision to 
merge the Jharkhand Party with the Con-
gress in 1963 remains a debated choice. 
Yet, in his reflections, one senses exhaus-
tion more than opportunism. “To achieve 
self-rule,” his son writes, “he realised one 
must be part of the system.” 

Singh died still dreaming of a Jhark-
hand that would not be realised until 
2000. Lo Bir Sendra ensures his voice isn’t 
forgotten in time.

B 
volume xxx number 62
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Fault lines in India’s regulatory state 
Regulators must rebuild walls separating lawmaking, 
enforcement, and adjudication 
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tion’ is wildly at odds with what
competition law is about. It punishes
efficiency and discourages experi-
mentation. The consequences of
stifling progress in this way would
be concerning in any market, but
they would be catastrophic in a fast-
evolving economy like India’s, esp-
ecially in the burgeoning field of  AI.

CCI’s choice to rely on established
principles of  competition law, such
as effects-based analysis and pro-
portional remedies, helps to avoid
that pitfall.

Far from advising passivity, CCI’s
study’s recommendations offer a
thoughtful roadmap for how to
strengthen compliance and ins-
titutional readiness. They include
encouraging companies to conduct
self-audits of  their AI systems to
identify potential risks early; devel-
oping voluntary frameworks to
enhance transparency about the use
and purpose of  AI, without requir-
ing disclosure of  proprietary algo-
rithms; and investing in CCI’s own
capacity through conferences,
workshops and skill-building.

Most importantly, the report demonst-
rates awareness of  the range of  broader
legal, institutional and social factors
that are at play in fostering AI develop-
ment. Accordingly, it urges action to
lower structural entry barriers by
expanding affordable access to cloud
infrastructure, promoting open-source
frameworks, improving data availabili-
ty and building talent pipelines.

India’s approach to AI and competition
—curious, deliberate and grounded in
evidence — captures the opposite spirit.
With AI markets projected to grow from
around $6 bn in 2024 to about $32 bn by
2031, India stands at the cusp of  a drama-
tic transformation.

By choosing to understand before
intervening, CCI signals that progress
does not need to be micromanaged to be
meaningful. In a world quick to panic at
the pace of  change, India’s calm in the
face of  global hype may well prove to be
its greatest competitive advantage.

The writer is assistant professor of  law,
IE University, Madrid

Madrid:Since its explosion into the
mainstream around 2022, AI has inspir-
ed speculation, hope, fear, and an equal
measure of  utopianism and dystopian-
ism. AI was almost immediately flagged
as a threat by competition enforcers in
the US, Britain and the EU, despite the
nascent sector being demonstrably
dynamic, competitive and innovative.

Breaking from this tendency for
irrational fear, CCI chose to study AI,
rather than immediately move to
endorse its regulation. CCI’s September
2025 report, Market Study on Artificial
Intelligence and Competition, marks a
prudent and welcome departure from
the premature, heavy-handed approach
adopted in other jurisdictions.

The study identifies AI’s potential to
heighten competition across sectors,
while also acknowledging emerging con-
cerns around algorithmic collusion, uni-
lateral conduct, pricing practices, barri-
ers to entry and the high cost of  cloud
computing. Importantly, the report
correctly acknowledges that concrete
evidence of  such risks remains limited.

While recognising that AI potentially
poses novel regulatory questions, the
study also sees its potential to enhance
efficiency, reduce information asym-
metries and empower smaller enterpri-
ses to compete effectively. This measu-
red posture follows a tradition in India
in the years since the 1999 S V S Rag-
havan Committee report on competi-
tion law, for regulatory intervention in
India to be guided by market realities,
rather than political expediency.

Indeed, India’s competition regime
has repeatedly demonstrated that it can
engage effectively with complex digital
issues within that framework. Indeed,
CCI has evaluated diverse conduct
across digital sectors — from Google’s
Play Store to Meta’s WhatsApp —

demonstrating its ability to apply
economic analysis and context-specific
reasoning rather than relying on rigid
presumptions.

India’s contrast with Europe’s approach
is stark. The EU’s Digital Markets Act
(DMA) and its recently enacted AI Act
impose broad obligations on large tech-
nology firms that often equate mere size
with market failure. By negating or dil-
uting benefits of  scale, size and network
effects in markets where such character-
istics are crucial in driving value, Euro-
pe may well have shot itself  in the foot.

For instance, a range of  products and
features have been delayed or not rolled
out in the EU because of  companies’ con-
cerns that they might run afoul of  one
or several of  the EU’s web of  ‘landmark’
regulations. Google’s Gemini AI app and
the platform’s AI reviews, Meta’s Threads
app and the company’s multimodal AI
capabilities, and Apple’s Apple Intelli-
gence, iPhone mirroring, and AirPods 3
Live Translation are just some of  the
features that have been delayed, with-
held or released in more limited form,
thanks to this regulatory morass.

Regulatory regimes like DMA rely on
rigid presumptions that presume what
conduct constitutes harm or which tech-
nologies are ‘risky’ with no need to prove
it, and no opportunity to disprove it. In-
deed, that’s fundamentally because they
seek to address perceived moral failures,
not market failures. Their goal is to level-
down large companies, benefit success-
ful rent seekers, and redistribute rents
in a way the regulator considers ‘fair’.

This distorted conception of  ‘competi-

Look before you leap

Lazar Radic

Every inch of  land is precious for holding the potential of  ge-
nerating employment. At the same time, the environment
matters — not only as a buffer against existential climate
change but also because unchecked development undermines
assets intended to enhance economic well-being. It is through
this lens that one should look at NITI Aayog’s new report that
proposes reducing the coastal regulation zone (CRZ) limit
from 500 m to 200 m, aligning with global norms. This change
aims to unlock 2,790 sq km of  coastal land for economic activi-
ties like tourism and infra development. The panel also re-
commends lowering mandatory green cover requirements
for industrial zones from 33% to 10% as in Taiwan, Indonesia

and Vietnam. But polluting industries
would still need to maintain up to 25%
green cover based on a graded index.

The proposal to reduce the coastal buf-
fer zone needs a careful relook, as coastal
erosion and increasing frequency of  ex-
treme rain and cyclone events — high-
lighted by IPCC assessments — threaten

low-lying cities and heighten vulnerability for densely popu-
lated, low-income communities. In India, 113 coastal cities face
the risk of  submergence. With a coastline exceeding 11,000 km
and highly varied coastal geomorphology, a one-size-fits-all
approach is unfeasible. Industrial activity must rise. As will
associated emissions. This makes the existing higher green
cover norm of  33-40% crucial as a natural carbon sink. Simply
aligning green cover requirements with countries like Viet-
nam isn’t viable, given India’s distinct emissions profile.

India must grow, keeping climate and ecological risks in mind.
It needs customised, sustainable regulations that protect the en-
vironment without stifling industry and rapid business growth.

Coast is Clear for
Doing Biz Sustainably Bell Curves  R Prasad

ChatGPT

SHAIRI
OF THE DAY

Close to a third of the earth’s land area is covered by forests, 
equivalent to 0.50 ha of forest per person, according to FAO’s Global 
Forest Resources Assessment 2025. The annual rate of net forest loss* 
fell from 10.7 million ha in 1990–2000 to 4.12 million ha in 2015–25. 
Since 1990, an estimated 489 m ha of forest (roughly 700m football 
pitches) was lost due to deforestation. A snapshot...

FOREST LOSS NARROWS

Forest area, by region, 2025 Annual net gain in forest 
area,  2015–25 Top 10

*Net change is calculated as the difference between the area deforested and the area of 
forest expansion. Net forest loss is when deforestation is greater than forest expansion

^Est.; $India is ranked 9th in forest area

Trump sat in his gold-
plated chair,

Wiping sweat from his 
orange hair —

‘If India doesn’t stop 
Russian oil,

My plan’s gonna be all 
spoilt!’

� en proceeded to give 
himself a stare.

Net change* 
since 1990

Region (forest area 
as % of land area)

1000 ha/yCountry %
2025^

You could at least throw 
me an endorsement fee!
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GoI’s proposal for compulsory declarations by all social
media users when posting AI-generated or -modified
content should be accepted. India is moving close on the
heels of  the EU and China to distinguish synthetic con-
tent. Laws against impersonation in the country provide
reactive deterrence, while content created by bots calls
for proactive measures. The proposed label imposes two
sets of  guard rails for creators and platforms, which sho-
uld clarify ethical preferences. Most platforms require
creators to declare if  their content is generated syntheti-
cally, and they have the technical ability to weed it out.
GoI is proposing to make declarations by creators and
identification by platforms mandatory. For good measu-
re, it’s defining synthetic content as well.

Labelling AI-generated content has assumed urgency
in the absence of  explicit protection for personality

rights in India. Celebrities vulnerable
to impersonation by deepfakes are se-
curing these rights through judicial
interventions. But this does not add-
ress the risks faced by the population
at large. Consumer rights require a
stronger layer of  security than is avai-
lable through a patchwork of  legisla-

tion. As tech matures, synthetic content will become in-
distinguishable, unless tracers are embedded in it. Fort-
unately, identification mechanisms are available to soci-
al media platforms as they move towards a harmonised
approach to declaring content created by bots.

The proposal is nuanced about freedom of  speech. It do-
esn’t impose any additional strictures on synthetic con-
tent — just that it be labelled as such. Deepfakes can play
an informative/entertainment purpose (recreations,
etc) if  used ethically and transparently, and should enjoy
protected expression. A raft of  legal remedies should be
enacted to prevent political, commercial and security
abuse. But laws may struggle to keep pace with rapid AI
development. Specific extra safeguards will be needed for
synthetic content. Those measures will support the initi-
al step of  labelling AI-generated content on social media.

Mark a Fake for Legal
Protection’s Sake
Specific extra safeguards for synthetic content

Letters to the editor may be addressed to

editet@timesofindia.com

A Smashed Window
At the Louvre is Art!
What is art? A proper answer requires out-of-the-frame thin-
king. Last Sunday, the Louvre in Paris was graced with a per-
formance piece so bold, so kinetic, so meta, that it put the likes
of  conceptual artist-performer Marina Abramovic in the sha-
de: theft of  Napoleon’s crown jewels. It was not just a crime; it
was a Banksy-style commentary. On ownership, legacy, how
nothing says ‘imperial hubris’ like diamonds in a hat. The
gang of  balaclava’d aesthetes also left a dazzling installation
artwork: a smashed window through which they had come in.
Reopened on Wednesday, Louvre now has visitors lining up to
gawk, chin in hand, at this new jagged, crystalline homage to
Marcel Duchamp’s ‘The Bride Stripped Bare by Her Bache-
lors, Even,’ a.k.a. ‘The Large Glass’, the French American ar-
tist’s 1915-23 masterpiece that he created with two panes of
glass with materials like lead foil, fuse wire and dust.

But back to the Louvre pane, museum curators should le-
an in. Instal velvet ropes around the shattered ‘canvas’ and
title it ‘Eroica’ (‘heroic’, in Italian), after the name Beetho-
ven gave to his 3rd Symphony in a fit of  rage after Napoleon,
to whom he had originally dedicated the piece of  music, de-
clared himself  emperor. And sell commemorative bricks
in the gift shop. Nothing says ‘postmodern’ like a museum
robbed of  its past. Bravo, burglars, bravo.

‘Eroica’, a new artwork by anonymous
artists sharply depicts human pane

JUST IN JEST

DHARMEN SHAH

Life is like a vast jigsaw puzzle.
The number of  pieces that need
to be fixed keeps increasing, and
the jigsaw keeps becoming more
complex. The pieces will come in
different forms — education, car-
eer, relationships, health, hobbi-
es, friends, habits, behaviour, mon-
ey, satisfaction, spirituality and
compassion, among many others.

The challenge would be to fit
them in proper places. It is a con-
tinuous process. As you move on,
you have to keep fixing these pie-
ces in the right manner. Life does
not wait. That is why it becomes
more challenging to fit them. If
you are able to fix them fast and
efficiently, life becomes easier.
Any piece left unfixed will make
the picture incomplete, leaving
you discontented and unhappy.

In a some phases of  the puzzle,
one tends to slow down. It’s a peri-
od that can be likened to frustra-
tions and confusions integral to
life. However, perseverance is very
important. Life’s jigsaw will also
give you pieces such as anger, ar-
rogance, selfishness, greed, ego
and envy, among other things. If
you fit that, it will spoil your puz-
zle. Learning to reject and disca-
rd these pieces is also an art.

On completion of  the jigsaw puz-
zle, the image of  life finally com-
es into focus. By that time, you
would have entered the ‘Vana-
prasth’ phase. The challenge now
is to gently wind down and learn
to live with fewer pieces. Success-
fully gearing up and winding
down when necessary is the es-
sence of  leading a fulfilled life.

Life’s
Jigsaw
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P
akistan’s airstrikes on Kabul
and Kandahar are part of  a
reworked Rawalpindi stra-
tegy to shift focus from itself
on to Afghanistan as the fou-

ntainhead of  global terror. This, while
projecting the Pakistani Army as the
frontline force needing all the support
— aid, weapons, money — to fight the
scourge.

Asim Munir, however, has added his
own twist to this old Pindi playbook.
It’s not enough to just pin the blame on
Afghanistan, but also to join the dots in
a manner that the Taliban governme-
nt in Kabul is painted as an India proxy,
a new terror sponsorship narrative he
hopes would be solemnised by both
Trump and Xi.

This is the subtext from the tenuous
Doha ceasefire arrangement that Pak-
istan has pegged on the Afghan gov-
ernment’s actions to curb Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) activities on
Pakistani soil. This is not just a tall or-
der but also a
dishonest one.

For starters,
TTP predates
the present Tali-
ban governme-
nt in Kabul.
Two, its war ag-
ainst the Pakis-
tani Army has
also been on
well before the
new governme-
nt took over in
Afghanistan. Th-
ree, TTP is well-
entrenched in
Pakistan with abilities to carry out at-
tacks deep inside Pakistani territory,
much beyond the control and sway of
the Taliban government.

Left to itself, Rawalpindi may have

preferred to proceed with more airstri-
kes to convey a domestic image of  hold-
ing political sway on Kabul through air
dominance. Afghanistan, remember,
doesn’t have an air force. This was im-
portant to buttress internally because
the fighting on ground with Afghan for-
ces was yielding publicly embarrass-
ing moments for the Pakistani army,
besides proving to be a tough battle.

Yet, Pakistan opted for mediation at
Doha with Türkiye’s backing and at
Trump’s behest. Rawalpindi wanted to
be seen on the right side of  Trump
even if  it meant the Pakistani defence
minister having to share the stage
with his Afghan counterpart.

The political logic for this rests else-
where. Just around the time the Af-Pak
flare-up happened, the US moved for

removing Tür-
kiye-backed Sy-
rian president
Ahmed al-Sha-
raa from the UN
1267 sanctions
list. Already, on
Oct 16, through
minor amend-
ments, his new
official Syrian
passport deta-
ils were insert-
ed in the listing.
Pakistan, as
UNSC member,
along with Chi-

na, is now looking to strike a deal over
al-Sharaa on some of  its own listing re-
quirements with the US that would
connect all anti-Pakistani groups thro-
ugh a common terror thread, recogni-

sed and legitimised by the UN.
This, then, is Pakistan’s layered stra-

tegy, which has four broad objectives:
uTo paint the terror tag on Afghanis-
tan, with political endorsement from
the US and China, which could then
help justify more air- strikes as an-
ti-terrorist action.
For this, cement-
ing a TTP-Tali-
ban (TTP is al-
ready pros-
cribed in the
1267 sanctio-
ns list) linka-
ge in UNSC is
crucial.

In Rawal-
pindi’s script,
this would le-
ad up to rever-
sal of  Kabul’s gradual legitimation
process. India, on the other hand, wo-
uld nudge UNSC towards the US’ Syria
model as a way forward for the regime
in Afghanistan.
vTo delegitimise India’s relationship
with Afghanistan as one of  terror spon-
sorship by projecting TTP as an Indian
proxy. To this end, Munir has got TTP
officially renamed as ‘Fitna al-Khawa-
rij’ (Sedition of  the Seceders), and link-
ed it with India in official statements.
wPakistan attempts to have Balochis-
tan Liberation Army (BLA), renamed
by Pakistan as ‘Fitna al-Hindustan’,
proscribed in the UN 1267 list, so that it
can forge a BLA-TTP-Taliban-al-Qae-
da-IS terror narrative arc. Once done,
Pakistan can label its insurgencies as
‘war against terror’ and obtain legiti-
mate support to fight them.

But, as of  now, the BLA proposal is
on a technical hold since the US has
backed the line that there was insuffi-
cient evidence to link BLA with the Ta-
liban or al-Qaeda and IS.
x The final point for Munir in this
grand connect is India. Informing this
mindset is the Pakistani Army’s core
requirement to get back Afghanistan
as a country that serves as its strategic
depth against India. One of  the setbac-
ks for Pakistan during Op Sindoor was
that Afghanistan refused to get drawn
into the conflict.

So, Munir has embarked on rework-
ing the Nixon-Yahya Khan model in a
way the US and China are again on Pak-
istan’s side — this time, backing the
narrative of  India as a ‘terror sponsor’.

To this end, Pakistan has taken the
initiative to do the US’ bidding in the Is-
lamic world, be among the first to en-

dorse Trump’s Gaza peace
plan (leading to mas-

sive protests at ho-
me), and play
China’s proxy in
mini-alliances
like the one with
Türkiye and Az-
erbaijan. Arri-
val of  the first
batch in Azer-
baijan of  Chine-
se-made JF-17C
fighters under a
$4.6 bn deal with

Pakistan provides a new dimension to
the military aspect of  this alliance,
which till now was shaped by Turkish
assistance.

Adventurous as Munir’s new tactics
may appear, India can ill-afford to take
them lightly. It’s not as if  Pakistan has
emerged stronger in any manner or
form. But even in its crumbling state,
Rawalpindi has discovered that in the
present geopolitical churn, it can be of
utility to big and middling powers ali-
ke — from the US and China to Türkiye
and Saudi Arabia.

In return, Rawalpindi, though in no
position to dictate terms, has one prima-
ryask from its various benefactors: sup-
port for at least one of  its anti-India plo-
ys — restoring dominance over Kabul.

pranabdhal.samanta@timesofindia.com

Posing: Afghan foreign minister Amir Muttaqi (left) & Asim Munir, 2023

Pranab Dhal Samanta

India can ill-afford to take Pakistan’s new Afghanistan tactics lightlySTATE OF PLAY

Munir wants to join the dots so that
the Taliban government is painted

as an India proxy, a new terror
sponsorship narrative he hopes to be

solemnised by Trump and Xi

Let’s Smoke Out
Air Pollution
Apropos ‘We ♥Third World Bh-
arat’ by Akshay Rout (Oct 23), the
citizens should stop tolerating
seasonal smoke and haze, but to
attribute these to firecrackers is
inappropriate since Delhi’s air
also remains foul due to dust, stub-
ble burning and vehicular emis-
sions. Diwali, India’s biggest fes-
tival, has long been associated
with firecrackers and a blanket
ban on them doesn’t bode well.
Also, firecrackers are bursted
on 2-3 days in a year, while other
factors are omnipresent and sh-
ould be higher in the pecking or-
der for remediation. We need a
comprehensive plan with clear
milestones and strict enforceme-
nt for mitigating air pollution.
Samarth S Rajnayak
New Delhi

Piecemeal measures taken over
the years to tackle Delhi’s winter
smog and air pollution haven’t
worked due a lack of  political will
and conflict between environmen-
tal rules and statutory bodies. A
major contributor of  polluted
air is Capital’s municipal solid
waste (MSW) incinerators that
burn about 5,000 t/day, with their
capacity to be doubled soon alo-

ng with furth-
eradditions. In
absence of  the
requisite flue
gas scrubbers,
these incinera-
tors result in po-
tent GHGs get-
ting trapped in

the atmosphere due to compara-
tively low wind velocity, and low
to very-low stratospheric temp-
eratures during evening, night
and early morning. The planned
MSW incinerators should adhe-
re to environmental rules, and
must be periodically audited for
compliance through a third par-
ty to help combat Delhi smog.
A K Agnihotri
Ex-GM (Chem.), Central Hazardous
Substances and Environmental
Effects Committee (CHSE), ONGC
Delhi

Not a Corruption
Shauq Absorber
Apropos the news report, ‘‘Shauq
Pal’: Oppn Slams Lokpal After
BMW Tender’ (Oct 23), where is
Anna Hazare, the face of  the Jan
Lokpal movement that once stir-
red the nation? Back then, scep-
tics had dismissed it as ‘Jokepal’,
doubting the crusade’s ability to
deliver. Over time, it became a
real Lokpal. Now, after the BMW
fiasco, Jairam Ramesh mocking-
lycalled it a ‘Shauq pal’ — an in-
dulgence, not reform. Perhaps
it deserves to be called ‘Carpal’.
Ironically, an institution meant
to ensure integrity now faces cre-
dibility issues. At this rate, we
may soon need ‘Mukhya Lokpal’
to probe the Lokpal itself, along
with the state Lokayuktas.
N Nagarajan
Secunderabad

Chat Room

There is a quiet ecstasy in
the simple act of  putting
your feet up in your own
living room, a sanctuary
where noise fades and you
hang out with yourself. The
moment your heels leave
the floor and find rest atop a
cushioned ottoman or the
edge of  a coffee table, a
subtle shift occurs: the body
exhales, the mind softens,
and time loosens its talons
on you.

In this posture of  ease,

work transforms. The
laptop hums gentler, the
cursor blinks more patient-
ly. Leisure too becomes
more palpable. Books curl
with pages turning into
telepathic leaves. Sipping
on your coffee or tea — or
the quieter stuff  — be-
comes a conduit for slow
thoughts. Ideas arrive
unhurried, like the birds
you track with the side of
your eye landing on your
balcony sill.

Here, in this quiet room
with your feet aloft, all
screens near you on mute
and blank, you are sovere-
ign of  your own stillness.
This poised and raised laze
is a pause from time and
gravity. There is a bliss, you
realise, that arrives and
lingers not with fanfare but
with gentle, soleful elevati-
on that brings stress to heel.

Putting Your
Feet Up at Home

ALGO OF 
BLISSTECHOn AI, India Right on Bot

Pakistan attempts to have
Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA)

proscribed in the UN 1267 list, so that
it can forge a BLA-TTP-Taliban-
al-Qaeda-IS terror narrative arc

Pindi’s Plaayybbooookk oon Kabul
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– EUGENE WIGNER

It is nice to know that the computer understands 
the problem. But I would like to understand it too

CONTRAPUNTO

Candidate nominations for the final
phase of  Bihar polls ended yesterday.
Almost every candidate who clears
scrutiny will, aside from working local
caste networks, keep a sharp eye on
migrant voters. Bihar’s five million
migrants, many local pundits say, are key
to the outcome of  the political contest.

Many of  these migrants are
engaged in informal employment all over the country.
They have homes in Bihar and they return when work
is scarce. All parties have an eye on migrant votes but
none has demonstrated a keenness to ensure that mig-
rants’ exercise of  their franchise is institutionalised
as a right and does not rely on political patronage.

Hitherto political parties have appealed to 
migrants’ political emotions along predictable 
lines. BJP began reaching out to migrant workers
across 70 cities as early as March this year. The 
party expectedly showcased the portability of  
welfare schemes that it hurriedly introduced after
the shocking migrant crisis in the early days of  the
pandemic. It complemented this domestic outreach
by Modi’s visit to Mauritius where he lauded 
the cultural significance of  the Bhojpuri language 
brought to that country by Bihari indentured 
labourers in the 19th century.

Ally JDU was anxious that the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of  the state’s electoral rolls might 
lead to the elimination of  migrant workers, who
were instrumental in the party’s landslide victory
during the historic elections of  Oct-Nov 2005. RJD, 
meanwhile, has linked outmigration from the state to
the govt’s inability to provide jobs: its promise to providea
govt job for every family is specifically designed to endear
it to migrant workers. Its ally Congress followed suit by
recently launching a “palayan roko, naukri do” rally 
to call upon the state govt to prevent outmigration by
providing jobs. Therefore, all four parties have sought
to attract migrant voters without institutionalising
their right to vote as a fundamental right.

But political parties are savvy enough to recognise
that migrant workers are embedded within their caste
and class networks. BJP can be expected to cultivate the

votes of  Savarna (upper caste) migrants, and RJD will
make much of  its Yadav-Muslim combine to appeal 
to migrants of  those two social groups. Beyond the 
certitudes of  these electoral clusters, the vast array of
political parties will try their best to make the most of  
a fluid political landscape. Migrant workers may find 
attractive the portability of  social welfare. However, 
given the well-documented political acumen of  Bihari
voters in general, it is to be expected that they will factor
in many local factors.

Different political parties will therefore take care to
anchor their appeals to migrant workers as members of
their respective social groupings rather than treat them as
amonolith. This explains NDA’s tendency to emphasise
national issues, even when canvassing for
support among migrant workers.
Repeated references to defence
and security, including the 
purported improvement of  safety
in Jammu and Kashmir, are not
merely designed to stir up patriotic sentiments: they
directly address the concerns of  migrant workers 
seeking employment in the border state.

Likewise, RJD-led Mahagathbandhan will anchor its
messages to migrant workers within the larger narrative
of  social justice and link it with economic justice. Its 
emphasis on job-creation within Bihar may well address
state-specific hopes that Bihari migrants from relatively
underprivileged backgrounds harbour.

By scheduling election dates within a few weeks of
Diwali and Chhath Puja, EC is betting that migrant
workers who return home for these festivals will stay
on to vote. But this hope comes up against social and

economic constraints faced by migrant workers:
the longer they stay away from their place of  work,
the greater their loss of  wages and the less they are
able to earn and remit home. 

It would be then reasonable to expect that under
such circumstances migrant workers will rely
on political parties to compensate them for any
additional days they stay on in their villages to cast
their votes. Absent such compensation, they are
unlikely to exercise their franchise. 

Both scenarios are less than ideal for migrant
workers’ free and fair electoral participation. Given
this scenario, migrants from relatively privileged
backgrounds, who typically form BJP’s vote bank,
can be expected to support that party. By contrast,
relatively less privileged migrants will find it more
difficult to cast their vote. 

A2017 Report of  the Working Group on Migration
made comprehensive recommendations for social
inclusion of  migrant workers. But it, and numerous
other recommendations subsequently made, failed
to address electoral exclusion. These elections could
be an opportunity to address this, creating a model

for electoral inclusion of  migrant workers not only in
Bihar but also for other states.

Biharis are more mobile than ever before. This is in
no small measure due to their search for dignified work.
They don’t just construct towers, sell trinkets, mend clothes,

make footwear, and clean toilets.
Their remittances contribute to
upwards of  5% of  Bihar’s economy.
Moreover, their journeys across
the country make India a reality,

building the country from below. Their electoral exclusion
sits poorly with the country’s democratic credentials.

The writer teaches at York University, UK 

Indrajit Roy

Bihar: The Migrant Vote
Biharis who migrate for work remain embedded in caste, class networks of home. Parties tailor their

messaging accordingly. And whether a migrant votes depends on his/her ability to absorb income loss
from work foregone. And here, whether parties compensate for lost earnings is a crucial factor

Professor 
of Politics

Light is all-pervading. The cosmos
is a lumenosphere, home to light.
With the gist of  infinitism, light

creates an infinite home – cosmos.
Everything in the universe is subject to
change, which is thanks to light. Thus,
evolution itself  is a kernel of  light. No
light, no change, no evolution. Everything
is bound within the framework of  time.
Everything dies after completing a
certain range of  time, even stars. Not
everything is eternal because everything
exists only within its time limits. Only
light that is eternal.

Light is not a thing; it is a non-thing.
And this non-thing is everything. It is
neither created nor destroyed but changes
from one form to another. Every cosmic
creativity is enacted by light. The matter
cannot participate in creativity. It is the
energy that makes matter participate in

creativity. Light is the original form of
cosmic energy. All forms of  energy on
Earth originate from light.

Astro-physical stabilisation process
struck by light has been unceasingly going
on since the Big Bang. This cosmic-scale
creativity of  light extended to a planet,
evolving it into a living planet: the
Earth. Life is the second stroke of
all-creative light. Biological
evolution triggered,shaped,
and constantly enriched life.
Light transforms itself  into
life through photosynthesis.
Biological evolution, 
beginning with the origin
of  primordial microbes, and
passing through photosynthetic
cyanobacteria, eukaryotes, multicellular
organisms, green plants, and animals,
wrote the story of  the biosphere. The
entire fascinating biodiversity of  life
is a living avatar of  light.

sculptures, and architecture are various
dimensions of  this evolution. The fifth
stroke of  light’s creativity is the evolution
of  symbols emanating from religion and
culture. Religion has shaped, reshaped,
and transcended human behaviour to a
significant extent. Such a theosophical
evolution is determining the pathways
to our future.

The sixth stroke of  light led to the
evolution of  wisdom – the intellectual
understanding at its depth. The seventh
stroke of  the living light represents
the evolution of  symbols that generate
technological power. 

Photosynthesis, logosynthesis, and
theosynthesis are all actions of  light.
Geographical diversity, biodiversity,
and cultural diversity are manifestations
of  benevolent light. All evolved human
virtues – altruism, ethics, aesthetics, and
spirituality are implanted, developed,
and honed by light.

In all living organisms – microorga-
nisms,plants, and animals – light functions
as their soul. Soul is the living light that
enters life through its own synthesis –
photosynthesis. The third primaeval
creativity stroke of  light was the origin
and evolution of  the human species.
Humans evolved with a stupendous

mind, astonishing intellectual
power, and unique consciousness,

which is undoubtedly the
most outstanding and robust
story of  the creativity of
light. Now, most of  the 
evolutionary changes being
witnessed by the world 
are driven by living light

functioning within humans.
The fourth stroke of  light represents

the evolution of  art, which added immense
beauty to human life. The evolution of
fine literature (epics, dramas, novels,
and poetry), dance, singing, oratory,

Let There Be Light: Original Cosmic Energy
Vir Singh

Last Dec, Google claimed its quantum computing chip, Willow,
had achieved ‘quantum supremacy’. It could do in five minutes
what the most powerful conventional supercomputer couldn’t

in 10 million-billion-billion years. Experts pointed out the problem
Willow had cracked wasn’t a real-world problem. So 10 months on,
Willow is back in the news after computing the structure of  a molecule
13,000 times faster than a top-tier supercomputer.

It’s the moment of  ‘quantum advantage’, defined as a point where
a quantum computer edges past conventional computers in terms
of  accuracy, cost, or efficiency. As late as July, IBM scientists 
were predicting this moment by end-2026, but it’s here already, and 
quantum computers could be used as tools within five years. This is
a very big deal. When – it’s no longer if  – quantum computers become
available to scientists in fields like vaccine development and nuclear
fusion, results will be life-changing. Equally, their use for weapons

development could be cataclysmic.
So, away from media glare, Big Tech,

startups, and govts have been investing
to win this race. IBM and Microsoft are
among other known names in the field.
Chinese govt has committed $15.2bn to
quantum computing research, and its
best chip, Zuchongzhi 3.0, is said to 
have 105 qubits or information units –
same as Willow, although it’s slower. For
perspective, the first quantum computer

tested at Los Alamos National Laboratory in US, in 1998, had only
3 qubits. That means, in 27 years the ‘computational space’ on the
best chips has doubled 102 times. If  you doubled a rupee that many
times you’d have 5,071 billion-billion-billion rupees!

Where is India in this race? In April, our best quantum computer,
made by a startup, was at 25 qubits. Our National Quantum Mission
is targeting 50 cubits within five years. That’s slow but unavoidable,
given our low investment in R&D – NQM has a seven-year budget of
$0.7bn, and India’s overall R&D spend comes to hardly 0.65% of  GDP,
to which the private sector contributes less than 40%. To remain in
the quantum race – which we must – more investment is needed, and
it can only happen if  the private sector steps up.

Qubit By Qubit
Google’s chip has brought quantum computing to the
frontier of usability. GOI & India Inc must wake up

Bunny and I have started taking a daily supplement. Not one of
those freebies like the Delhi Times that come along with TOI,
the supplement we take is a dietary supplement in the form of
a 200mg tablet of  magnesium which, far from being free, comes
with a sizeable price tag.

A chemical element, magnesium is an essential mineral
which according to Google “is vital for the human body to function properly,
playing a key role in muscle and nerve function, blood sugar control and bone
health”.

Being a workaholic, magnesium doesn’t rest on its laurels after doing all
this, but goes on to carry out “hundreds of  enzymatic reactions in the body, 
promotes protein synthesis, and DNA formation, and helps maintain a normal
heart rhythm”. 

While foods such as spinach, and other green leafy veggies, 
almonds, cashews, beans, dals, and whole grains are rich sources of
magnesium, to be on the safe side adults are advised to take a daily
dose of  up to 350mg as a dietary supplement.

Bunny and I have been magnesiumising like billy-o
for a few weeks and, whether it’s psychological or for
real, we find we’re sleeping better and don’t suffer from
fatigue-induced cramps or muscle aches. 

Magnesium apart, there are other dietary essentials such as vitamins,
ranging all the way from A to K. Medical science might well unearth more and
more vitamins till it runs out of  letters of  the alphabet. 

When I was a boy, nobody seemed to know much about things like magnesium
and supplements. The general body of  nutritional knowledge was encapsulated
in the saying, “An apple a day keeps the doctor away.”

Our ignorance must have been bliss, for we appear to have got through more
or less unscathed, unmagnesiumised enzymatic reactions notwithstanding. 

Those days are long gone, and the dietary order of  today are supplements
that not only ensure our physical health, but by supplementing its profits also
benefit Big Pharma’s financial health. 

Super supplements

Jug Suraiya

The numerous add-ons to our daily diet have 
many benefits for us – and for others

jugularvein

If  it was happening to humans, you would call it genocide. The
latest available census data for Madhya Pradesh shows that 
it’s left with only 3052 donkeys, an awful 94% decline since 1997.

This ‘animalcide’, however, is not limited to one state or country.
Two major factors (urbanisation+mechanisation and Chinese 
traditional medicine market) are severing the worldwide man-donkey
relationship, which goes back 7000 years. That far from grieving 
this loss, we are not even noticing it, reflects our fundamental 
alienation, from plants and animals, air and earth. To mourn is to
begin to heal. And begin to do the work of  saving what we have been
killing mindlessly.

It’s true that excepting regions like sub-
Saharan Africa, socio-economic factors 
are deleting donkeys’ traditional roles in
agriculture and transport. Even if  this was
the only explanation for the drastic shrin-
king of  their population, it shows us to be a
hideously thankless species. How swiftly we
are forgetting how deeply our ancestors – 
artisans to merchants to administrators –
depended on them. Until just a few generations

ago they powered the caravans that linked cities, and in more ancient
stories they ferried our prophets and gods. There’s a second, more
unconscionable cruelty. Ejiao, or donkey hide gelatine, is not new to
traditional Chinese medicine and beauty products. But demand’s
shot up on the back of  the country’s prosperity, a 2011 period drama,
Empresses in the Palace, and an ageing population. Even so, it wouldn’t
be decimating donkey populations across other countries if  those
were putting up meaningful defences.

A 2021 comparative analysis of  donkey and mule populations by
Stuart L Norris et al finds that between 1997-2018 India’s decline
at 74% has actually been worse than China’s 72%. One country’s 
actions seem active, the other’s passive. But the end result being the
same, obviously neither can take the moral high ground. And guess
who’s taking it along with the donkey? Poorer communities. Across
the developing world, there are folk badly hit by the sudden surge
in donkey prices. Often this translates into a painfully increased
workload for poor women and girls. Who cares, say the rest.

Death Of The Donkey
Its drastically cut population shows we are

inhumanly unthankful for millennia of service
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India has unlocked another gateway 
to prosperity, signing an innovative
trade agreement with a wealthy bloc 
of  European countries that has a per
capita income of  over $100,000. This
opens a lucrative market for Indian

farmers, fishermen and MSMEs, and accelerates PM
Modi’s Viksit Bharat 2047 mission.

The Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement
(TEPA) with the European Free Trade Association – 
Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein – that
came into force from Oct 1, is historic. EFTA countries 
have pledged an investment of  $100bn over 15 years – the
first such commitment in any trade pact in the world.
With this, govts of  EFTA countries will champion
investments in India, creating at least a million jobs, and
catalysing PM Modi’s ‘Make in India’ mission.

For Viksit Bharat | Modi govt has shed hesitations of  the
past, embracing free trade agreements (FTAs) that 
catapult our products and services into premium, 
developedmarkets. These pacts don’t just open doors, they
sharpen our industries, instilling competitiveness and
quality that propel us forward. In July 2025, India sealed
a landmark deal with UK, while talks with EU have
progressed well. Earlier, PM Modi’s decisive hand delivered
win-win agreements with Australia and UAE.

Indian industry stands tall today, brimming with 
confidence to conquer global arenas while thriving amid
competition. Stakeholders have cheered every Modi-era
FTA, crafted through exhaustive consultations, unlike the
UPA regime’s hasty deals, struck without input and often
with competing economies that got access to our markets
but did not open their own doors adequately.

This transformation traces back 11 years, when PM
Modi rescued our economy from the ‘fragile five’ tag, and
made it a magnet for trade and capital. The Modi govt
dismantled inherited woes, stagnation, high inflation,
corruption and inefficiencies through foundational
reforms. The Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
alone had drawn `̀1.76L cr in investments by March
2025, spawning over 12L jobs. PM Gati Shakti and the
National Logistics Policy have slashed costs and streamlined

infra. Our digital backbone – Jan Dhan, UPI, and Trade
Connect – has democratised opportunity, powering
65,000cr transactions worth ̀̀ 12,000L cr in six years, lifting
the underserved into the financial mainstream.

Investment, job creation | Now, EFTA’s $100bn infusion
promises one million direct jobs and countless more 
indirectly. The investment pledge is a quantum leap from
the mere $11.9bn FDI from these nations over the past 25
years. With India’s total FDI hitting $81bn in 2024-25, a 14%
surge, the real flow could eclipse commitments, thanks to
the opportunity seen in the world’s fastest growing large
economy, and robust intellectual property rights (IPR) laws
which are effectively enforced. TEPA bolsters IPR with
enhanced cooperation on enforcement and streamlined

safeguards, empowering innovators and luring high-tech
capital amid rock-solid regulatory certainty.

Farmers and fishermen | Beyond FDI, labour-intensive
exports like textiles and gems & jewellery will boom,
generating waves of  employment. EFTA’s affluent 
consumers crave our agri-goods, tea and coffee. India
has shielded sensitive sectors like dairy, while unleashing
opportunities for rice, guar gum, pulses, grape, mango,
vegetables, millets and cashew. Duty cuts on processed
delights like biscuits, confectionery, chocolate and sauces
sweeten the deal. Fishermen rejoice as exports of  frozen
shrimp, prawn, and squid will surge through seamless
standards cooperation.

Aspirational Indians |Services get a turbo boost as TEPA
paves the way for Mutual Recognition Agreements in
nursing, accountancy and architecture, easing Indian
professionals’ entry into EFTA. Doors swing wide open
for IT, business, cultural, recreational, educational,
and audio-visual services, slashing technical hurdles
via proactive regulatory talks.

Removing barriers | TEPA transcends tariffs, weaving
fair, transparent rules on food safety, animal and plant
health, product quality, safety and consumer protection.
Clear information sharing, verifications, import checks
and certifications prevent these from becoming trade
traps, smoothing Indian goods’ path to EFTA while
inspiring industry to elevate standards at home. Our 
farmers and manufacturers will craft safer exports, 
pest-free produce, globally compliant products, there-
by uplifting domestic quality too. Better testing and
compliance mean healthier meals and reliable goods 
for every Indian family.

These deals ignite passion among manufacturers,
service providers and ordinary citizens, who savour
premium global products through deeper economic ties.
At its heart, TEPA embeds sustainability, championing
trade that drives inclusive growth, combats poverty
and safeguards our environment. Reaffirming the 
Paris Agreement and ILO core principles, it fosters
collaboration on climate action, gender equality, 
and biodiversity conservation, ensuring fair wages, 
safe jobs, and a greener planet. Through green tech 
exchanges and cooperation, it uplifts workers, slashes
inequality and secures a thriving future for our children.
A child born in Modi’s India gets as many opportunities
at home as in the Alps, the land of  ice and fire, or in the
land of  the midnight sun!

India’s destiny is one of  active participation, not
isolation. As ancient seafarers from our civilisational
state navigated uncharted waters with courage, today’s
140cr Indians rise as one – confident, determined and
united. The goal is to expand the global footprint, empower
through education and digital revolution, and build a
sustainable future. Together, we restore India’s place as
aleader in commerce, where trade and technology serve
humanity, while innovation and inclusion advance
hand in hand.

‘$100bn investment over 15 yrs…creating 1mn direct jobs’ 
Union commerce minister argues India’s trade pact with Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, and

Liechtenstein is a game changer in terms of attracting foreign capital
Piyush Goyal
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How little do 
we discover in
comparison of those
things which now
are and forever will
be hidden from our
sight? The whole of

which i am fully persuaded no one
will ever be able to dive into, and to
explain their causes and effects.
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INPERSPECTIVE

TOBEPRECISE

On November 1, Kerala
will step onto a stage
of its ownmaking, one

that proclaims a moral vic-
tory few societies have ever
attempted. The state will
declare itself freeofextreme
poverty,thefirstinIndiatodo
so.Adeclarationdescribedas
historicwill be readoutwith
pride and political flourish,
marking the culmination
of decades of social reform,
public investment, and a
deep-rootedcommitment to
equalityanddignity.

It is a moment Kerala has
earned.Yetitisalsoamoment
that demands pause. While
extreme poverty may be sta-
tistically eliminated, vulner-
ability persists. It lives in the
narrow alleys of coastal vil-
lageswhere the sea swallows
homes each year, in the hills
ofWayanadwherelandslides
uproot families during every
monsoon,andinthemindsof
jobless youth who see no fu-
tureintheirownland.

The claim rests on the
Extreme Poverty Eradica-
tion Programme (EPEP)
launched in 2021. Through
this initiative, officials iden-
tified over 64,000 families
living without food security,
safe shelter, or basic health-
care. Three years later, the
government says that more
than93%havebeen rehabil-
itatedandthatsomedistricts
have achieved zero extreme
poverty. The data suggests a
successstorybuiltonyearsof
planning and strong public
participation.

This progress is possible
because Kerala began from
a different foundation. Uni-
versal literacy, free health-
care, women’s cooperatives,
and local self-governance
havecreatedasystemofcare
uniqueinIndia.Povertyhere
is no longer chronic hunger
or lack of education but the
lingering exclusion of those
left behind.Thepoor inKer-
alatodayaretheelderlyliving
alone,landlesstribalfamilies
in remote settlements and
coastalhouseholds,displaced
againandagainbyerosion.

Kerala has shown that
governance, when local and
empathetic, can transform
lives. Each panchayat and
wardcommitteehasworked
to identify and rehabilitate
those in need. It reveals how
collective responsibility can
still change social reality.
But poverty does not vanish
when a survey is completed.
Itshiftsshapewitheverynew
challenge. It is no longer a
fixed condition but a recur-
ring threat shaped by the
economy, ecology, and the

marketplace. A single medi-
cal emergency, a job loss, or
anaturaldisastercandestroy
yearsofstability.

Kerala’sproudestachieve-
ments, its health and educa-
tion systems, are now under
pressure. Medical expenses
and private schooling costs
havebecomeunbearable for
many.Whatwasoncepublic
wealth has turned into a pri-
vate burden. Poverty in Ker-
alahasnotdisappeared;ithas
becomemore silent, hidden
beneaththerespectabilityof
survival.

Thenewvulnerabilities
Unemploymentdeepens this
fragility.Thestate’seducated
youth,once itsgreatestasset,
now find themselves exclud-
ed frombothagricultureand
industry. Many depend on
migrationtotheGulforother
states. Remittances sustain
villagesandfamilies,butthey
alsohideatruth:thatKerala’s
economyofferslimitedoppor-
tunitiesforitsownpeople.

Climatechangeisaddinga
layer of risk. Across Kerala’s
coast,theseacontinuestoeat
into homes and livelihoods.
In the high ranges, repeat-
ed landslides have made
thousands of people climate
refugees, resettled far from
their original communities.
They may not fit the defini-
tion of extreme poverty, yet
they live inconstantdepend-
ence and anxiety. To declare
victory over povertywithout
acknowledging the new vul-
nerabilities would weaken
the very spirit that made
Keraladifferent.

Kerala’s greatest strength
has been its ability to recog-
nise its failures, to debate, to
correct, and to rebuild. The
state has always renewed it-
selfthroughpublicargument,
from the land reforms of the
1960s to the People’s Plan of
the1990stotherecoveryafter
thefloods.Thatwillingnessto
self-examineandself-correct
is what gives its human de-
velopment story credibility.
Itmust not be lost now in the
noiseofcelebration.

The November 1 declara-
tion should be viewed not as
theendofpovertybutasare-
newalofKerala’ssocialcove-
nant.Thenextchallengeisto
prevent people from sliding
back, toprotect thosewhose
lives are made uncertain by
healthcosts,unemployment,
andclimateshocks.

Kerala has earned the
right to celebrate. But even
as it claims tohave saidno to
extremepoverty,itmustkeep
listening to those still living
at the edges of survival: the
migrant family on the erod-
ing shore, the tribal mother
inAttappady, thecancersur-
vivorinKochi’sslums,theun-
employed graduate waiting
for a call letter. Their stories
remind us that the battle is
not over. The true triumph
will comenotwhen the state
declares it, but when no one
in Kerala has to fear falling
backagain.
(Thewriter isaSouthIndia-
based journalistwhohas
chronicledruraldistressand
environmental struggles)

Kerala’spovertytest:
Absentorsilent?
Milestones
matter,buta

merestatistical
elimination
ofextreme

povertycannot
addresshidden
vulnerabilities

K A SHAJI

Becautious
Themediahave latelybeen full of cy-
bercrimereportswherepeoplehave
beencheatedor confined todigital
housearrest andextorted for their
release. Surprisingly,Bengaluru,
the leadingcity in IT in thecountry,
tops the listwith the largestnumber
of suchcrimes.Thepolicearebeing
blamed for failing toprevent and
crack these crimes, and to recover
the lostmoney. Thepoint is that the
police cannotdomuch in suchcrimes.
Thesehappenbecauseof the igno-

ranceof thevictims, their gullibility,
and finally, greed.Thevictimsneed
tobemorecarefulwhiledealingwith
suspicious telephonecalls.
SKamat,Mysuru

TussleforCMpost?
This refers to ‘Father nearing end of
political life: NowCM’s son sparks
buzz’ (Oct 22). CMSiddaramaiah’s
son, Yathindra, anMLC, has given
fodder for the rumourmill by stat-
ing that his father is nearing the end
of his political life. This statement,

taken in conjunctionwith Siddar-
amaiah’s earlier statement that he
would not contest the 2028Assem-
bly polls, suggests his retirement
after completing his second termas
CM.However, it is clear that there
could be a tussle for theCM’s post if
theCongress returns to power.
CVAravind, Bengaluru

RIGHTINTHEMIDDLE

Storiesbeyondstatistics

People from all walks of life have
unanimouslywelcomedtheCen-
tre’s recent announcement that

IndiawillcountitspopulationbyMarch
1,2027,afteranunprecedented16-year
gap.Asanofficialwhohasbeenassoci-
atedwith censuses for decades -- both
withinandoutsidethecountry-- Ihave
encountered some interesting and
often hilarious situations during this
mammothexercise.

Theveryfirstquestionacensusenu-
meratormustask inahousehold is the
nameof its head. In somehouseholds,
theenumeratorhadtowaitpatiently—
sometimes indefinitely—as the family
debated whether the husband or the
wifeshouldbedeclaredthehead.

Semantics, too, can create amusing
situations.Amiddle-agedman inavil-
lage once reported his marital status

as“separated”inresponsetotheques-
tionofwhetherhewassingle,married,
widowed, divorced, or separated (not
legally).When the enumerator learnt
that theman’swifewasmerelyawayat
herson’shouseinaneighbouringtown,
he ticked the entry ‘married’ -- with a
wrysmile.

Manymen are reluctant to disclose
the economic activities of their wives.
The stock answer is often “She is only
doing household work,” even if she is
engaged in farming or other gainful
occupation. It is therefore no surprise
thatwomen remain under-counted in
labour force statistics. One hopes this
tendency will not persist in the 2027
Census.

During one enumeration, an obser-
vantenumeratornoticedaninfant ina
cradlewhilewrappingupherinterview.
Themotherhaddeliberatelywithheld
information about her newborn baby,
fearingthechildmightattract the ‘evil
eye’. The enumerator had to patiently
explainthatthewordcensus,meaning
full count, required the inclusion of
evenaone-day-oldbaby.

An interesting situation arose dur-
ing the 1993Census in TheGambia, a

smallWestAfricancountry,whichwas
held with my technical assistance. As
polygamywas common there, a ques-
tion arose: inwhichhousehold should
amanwith threewives – each living in
aseparatehousewithinthesamecom-
pound-- be counted? It was decided
that to avoid duplication, he would be
enumerated in the household where
hespendsmostofhis time.

Unlike elections, which are con-
ducted with great fanfare, the census
count takes place quietly. Enumera-
tors--oftenlocal schoolteachers–visit
every household within their allotted
EnumerationBlock.Occasionally,com-
plaints arise about a household being
omitted.Butinvestigationsoftenreveal
that the enumerator did visit --only in
theabsenceof thecomplainants.

Apart from the subtle humour they
offer, these experiences remind us
that a successful census depends as
muchon thecooperationof thepublic
asonthediligenceoftheenumerators.
One hopes that this spirit of partner-
ship will shine through in the 2027
Census of India, which will mark two
firsts – digitisation in data collection
andenumerationofcastes.

Fromfamilysquabblesto
missingbabies, thecensus

offersmomentsthat
numberscan’tcapture

LETTERSTOTHEEDITOR
Bluff andblackmail donotmakediplomacy

USPresidentDonaldTrumphas treadanewanddan-
gerouspathofdiplomacy inhis ownstyle.Hisunilateral
impositionof tariffs on imports according tohismercurial
likes anddislikeshasbroughthimunpopularity among
severalEuropeancountries, apart fromAustralia,Cana-
da,Russia,China, and India.Heappears tohavemiscon-
ceived thatbluff andblackmail canbringhimsuccess in
economic relationsand inbringingpeace. Somecountries
have subjugated themselves, butRussia,China, India, and

several others are seethingwithangerathis imperious
approach.EvenAmericancourtshave takennoteofhis
crossing the red line. Suchuseof economicpower to im-
posehiswill on international relationsandpeaceefforts
will notbringhim lasting success, as canbe seen from
thecontinuingescalations in theMiddleEast, evenafter
the self-claimedsuccessful talks inCairo.Despite several
sessionswithPutinandZelenskyy, talks are ina stalemate.
SVVenkatakrishnan, Bengaluru

SouthAsiahasonceagainbecomea
sceneof competitionbetweenma-
jorpowers,similartowhatwasseen

duringtheColdWarperiod.Theregion
occupiesacrucialspace,whichcouldbe
seenas a strategic battlegroundwhere
several influences and interests inter-
sect.Withtheinternalcontestationsand
State-specificrivalries,theregionisnot
onlyapassiverecipientofextra-regional
powerpoliticsbutalsobecomesactively
involved in politico-strategic andmari-
timedynamicsofthesepowers.

Globalpoliticscanbedefinedinterms
of either ‘lopsidedmultipolarity’or the
emerging‘bipolarity’.TheUSiszealous-
lydefendingthestatusquo,whileChina
is bidding aggressively to dislodge the
USfromitspredominantpositionasthe
singularhegemonandemergeeitheras
a substituteor at least as analternative
to the US in global politics. This con-
testation is unfolding across the world
in different geographies and different
issues, and SouthAsia is no exception.
Bothpowersemployvarious strategies
that either serve their economic inter-
ests andextend influence in the region
orcreatethepotentialformilitaryorpo-
liticaladvantages.Theregionisgetting
embroiledinanewracebetweenUncle
Samandthedragon.

On the one hand, the driving force
behindChina’s approach inSouthAsia
is defined by institutionalised econom-
icpersistence.Theshift fromovertbal-
ance-of-powerpoliticstothesystematic
manoeuvring of trade anddefence ties
throughout the 1990sand2000sledto
a formalised set-up in 2013, as the Belt
andRoad Initiative(BRI). Beijing,aided
by its vast capital reserves and compli-
ant State-owned enterprises (SOEs),
hasbeenmakingdeepinroadsinthere-
gion,withcleargeo-strategicobjectives.
Itconstructseconomiccorridors(CPEC
andCMEC),roads,railways,ports, and
pipelines to increase connectivity and
accesstothemarkets.

Beyond economics, the country has
expandeditsdefenceties.Pakistanisthe
mostvisibleexampleofadeepmilitary
relationship with China. As per Booz
Allen Hamilton’s ‘String of Pearls’ hy-
pothesis, China is acquiring strategic

presence at several ports in the region,
such as Gwadar and Karachi (Paki-
stan), Hambantota and Colombo (Sri
Lanka),ChittagongandPayra(Bangla-
desh), andKyaukpyu (Myanmar). This
has given China a broader footprint
in theArabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal,
and the Indian Ocean littoral. Beijing
hasmethodologically strengthened its
ties throughablendofhigh-leveldiplo-
macyandeconomicleveraging,though,
resultingin a ‘debttrapdiplomacy’.

The US has noticed this and
has charted out a plan to counter
China’s hold in the region. Its policy
in South Asia has ranged from deep
military to interventions towards lead-
ership changes, to counter-balance

China’s growing influence. Under the
Trump administration, it has adopted
a‘transactional foreign policyposture’,
inwhichforeigneconomicassistanceis
not just regarded as a soft-power tool,
but rather as a geopolitical strategy to
install favourable political dispensa-
tions acrosstheregion.

The US’s ‘war on terror’ policy and
subsequent withdrawal from Afghan-
istan had left a gap in the region that
China could fill. The realisation of this
possibility has prodded the US into
efforts to reclaim the space. The US
had anchored its Indo-Pacific strategy
aroundIndiatolimitChineseingressin
theregion.Butithasrealisedthelimita-
tionsofthisstrategyduetoIndia’spolicy
ofnon-interference.

Whenregimeschange
The US and China have institutional-
ised foreign policy systems, while In-
dia’sneighbourshave personality-driv-
en, elite-centric politics. Leadership
transitions form a crucial part of this
structure. In April 2022, Imran Khan
was ousted from power for being too

independent, pro-China, and pro-Rus-
sia. TheRajapaksagovernment,which
also had a pro-China outlook, was top-
pled a month later. In August 2024,
SheikhHasinawasreplacedbypro-US
MuhammadYunus,and, inSeptember
2025, Nepal witnessed the overthrow
of K P Oli’s pro-Chinese Communist
PartyofNepal (UnifiedMarxist-Lenin-
ist) government. Thatallthetoppledre-
gimeshadrelativelypro-Chinapositions
tellsastory.

The US also focuses on alternative
financing in the region through in-
stitutions like Millennium Challenge
Corporation (MCC), Development Fi-
nanceCorporation(DFC),andBlueDot
Network, to counter China’s growing
footprint. In 2023, the US announced
a $553 million project for a deep-wa-
ter shipping container terminal in Sri
Lanka. In 2025, theUS also came into
an agreement with Pakistan to lower
tariffs and invest in its oil reserves and
minerals.

The US’s port-grabbing exercise
is also aimed at increasing strategic
depth in the region. It hasmadea joint
military base with the UK on Diego
Garciain the IndianOcean, and is plan-
ning for Pasni (Pakistan) in the Arabi-
an Sea, and ‘Quad Ports for Future’
in the Bay of Bengal.Washington also
has regaining the Bagram airbase in
Afghanistan as a toppriority.

Itcanbearguedthattheongoingstra-
tegic competition between theUS and
China in South Asia has irrevocably
transformed the region into a battle-
ground for a new Cold War. Thus, In-
dia has to hone its regional diplomacy
for global gains. Apart fromeconomic
development and political stability, In-
dia’sprimaryobjectivesarecountering
terrorism,curbinginsurgency,anddefy-
ingreligiousfundamentalism.Allthese
internalsecurity threatsemanate from
itsneighbourhoodandaresupportedby
invisible, extra-regionalpowers.

The increasing US-China contes-
tation in the region has impinged
uponNewDelhi’s foreign policy choic-
es. India must avoid entrapment in
this great-power rivalry and play a del-
icatebalancingacttosafeguardagainst
emerging security threats. It should
also aim to promote a rule-based and
just world order along with a free and
open Indo-Pacific region. India has to
align with the extra-regional powers
in a way to protect its regional dom-
inance and strategic autonomy, and
ensure an inclusive, liberal, and demo-
craticSouthAsia.
(Thewriterisaprofessor attheSchool

ofInternationalStudies,JNU)

COLDWARREDUX

US,Chinaandanew
powergameinSouthAsia
Thegreatpowersare ina
battle forprimacy.India
cannotaffordentrapment,
mustprioritisestrategic

autonomy
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All lettersmust carry the sender’s postal
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SPEAKOUT

Every nationalist is capable of the most
flagrant dishonesty, but he is also unshakeably

certain of being in the right.
GeorgeOrwell

Anationisnotjustapieceofland.Wecanonly
beprotectedifnationalsentimentisaroused

amongpeople.TheRSSis
doingthiswork.Somepeople
havethewrongopinionabout
this…TheRSSdoesnotcare

aboutprejudice…
CTRavi, BJP leader

The deportation of Francesca Orsini, an eminent
scholar ofHindi and SouthAsian literature, from
theNewDelhi airportonMondaywasamisplaced

assertion of authority,which shows India in a poor light.
Orsini, a professor emerita at theUniversity of London,
is noted for her acclaimed book on the role of Hindi in
national life during India’s freedom struggle. She has a
valid five-year tourist visa, butwasdenied entry because
shehadviolatedvisaconditionsduringherpreviousvisit
byengaginginresearchactivities.Whileheraction,tech-
nically,may be a violation, it should not have attracted a
humiliating deportation on entry. Itmust be noted that
thegovernmenthasnotpursuedextremeactiononthese
linesagainstmanyvisitorswhocommitsimilarviolations.
Orsini is not the first foreign scholar with a valid visa

to have been denied entry to India. In 2022, a British
anthropologist, FilippoOsella, and an architecture pro-
fessor, Lindsay Bremner, were deported on arrival. UK-
based IndianacademicNitashaKaulwasdeported from
Bengaluru last year. TheOCI card of another academic,
Ashok Swain, was cancelled, but he secured relief from
the court later. The government
has restricted the entry of for-
eign scholars and insisted on
clearance for their involvement
in seminars and other academic
activities. This is in line with the
action against non-government
organisations engaged in chari-
tableactivitiesorinstitutionsthat
operateinacademicspheres.The
narrativeprojected insuchcases
is that the visitors are a threat
to national interests. Research
institutionssuchastheCentrefor
PolicyResearch (CPR)have facedgovernment action.A
globalreportonacademicfreedomthisyearplacedIndia
156thamong179countries.
These actions do not show the strength of a state but

onlyexposeitsinsecurity.Theydon’talignwiththeclaims
ofaVishwaguruthatnurturesambitionsofbeingaguide
to theworld. Indiahaspitched itself asacountryopen to
ideas fromaroundtheworld. It cannot leadtheworldby
isolatingitself fromideas.TheIndianStateandthecoun-
try’sculturearenotsofragileastobethreatenedbyideas
fromother landsandcultures.Engagementwithdiverse
ideas, evencritical perspectives, canonly strengthen the
country. Interactionswith these views are necessary for
it to remain lively anddynamic. India’s cultureand civili-
sationhavesurvivedbecauseof itsabilitytoabsorbideas.
Manyforeignintellectualshavedonecommendablework
toenrichIndianlanguagesandotherareasofscholarship.
Theyshouldbeencouraged,notpenalised.

Deportingscholars,
stonewallingideas

As India’sRight to Information (RTI) lawcompletes
20 years, it has lostmuchof its potency and is fac-
ing an existential challenge. Hailed as a unique

legislativemeasure that empoweredcitizensandsought
tomake governance transparent, the law has been ren-
dered powerless through amendments by the govern-
ment, efforts to stall its functioning, anda refusal topro-
videitwiththenecessaryinfrastructureandresources.A
progressive, transformative legislation such as the RTI
law,whichalignedwith thecountry’sdemocratic system
and the best principles of governance, should have been
a cause for celebration on its 20th anniversary. Instead,
itnowpresentsanoccasiontoexamineitsfailuresandan
uncertainfuture.
Thepictureisgrim–theCentralInformationCommis-

sion is without a head, and has only two commissioners
wherethereshouldbe11.Overfourlakhcasesarepending
acrossthecountry.Sixinformationcommissionsbecame
defunctatthestatelevelinthelastyear.Applicantscontin-
uetobedeniedresponsestoqueriesmadeunderthelaw.
Deadlinesprescribedfortheresponsesarenotadheredto,
andthosewhoviolatethemarenotpenalised.Therehave
beenmultiple cases involving officials getting awaywith
incorrectresponses.Citizenswho
seek information under the law
continuetobeattacked;scoresof
activistshavebeenkilled.Anexus
formedamong theofficials, poli-
ticians, and vested interests has
growninstrength,hinderingthe
functioningofthelaw.Theseforc-
es have also enjoyed the backing
of governments that see the ob-
struction of information in their
interest.
The Supreme Court’s direc-

tions towards corrective action
have not yielded results. It has
criticised the delay in official ap-
pointmentsandtoldthegovernmenttoinitiatetimelyac-
tiononthematter.Butthesituationremainsunchanged.
In 2019, the government assumed the powers to decide
the salaries and service conditions of the Information
Commissioners, making them virtually subordinate to
the dispensation.When the Commission is stripped of
powerstoact independently, itstopsservingthepurpose
it was created for. TheDigital Personal Data Protection
Act 2023 comes with provisions that curb the right to
knowundertheRTIlaw,inthenameoftherighttoprivacy.
TheRTIwasenvisionedtodeependemocracybyholding
governmentsaccountablefortheiractions.Theshrinking
andprogressiveneutralisationofthislawispartofalarger
pattern, where democratic institutions and the founda-
tional ideasoftransparencyandopenness ingovernance
arebeingsystematicallyundermined.

At20,RTIis
apromisebroken

Weakenedby
amendments
and
institutional
neglect, the
transformative
lawnowrisks
being irrelevant

Denialofentry
overvisa
violationsmust
alsobeseen in
thecontextof
a resistanceto
diverse ideas
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Wisdomisoftheagesandcomes
with livinglifethroughits
myriadvicissitudes. It isnota

giftgratis,aninheritanceorlegacyto
bepassedonorageneticskill thatwe
acquirenaturally.Thetraumaandjoys
of lifesimultaneouslyteachuswisdom
thatcomesthroughjudgementand
discrimination.Wisdomisnotmerely
theacquisitionofknowledgebuta
refinementofknowledge, thedistilled
wisdom thatweapplyasthesituation
demands. It is thecollectiveexperience
wegatheraswegoalongthat informs
ourdecisionsandinfluencesourvalues
andways .

Wisdomis theability to retain your

equanimity regardlessof circumstanc-
es realising fully thatnot everything is
in your control, to changeor improve
what youcanandagraciousac-
ceptanceofwhat youcannot
andunderstanding the
differencebetween them.
It is basically a search for
meaningandknowledge
and theessenceof being
human.A largepart of
wisdomis ‘Sahahrudayata’
or empathy that shared feeling
ofhumanity.Thequality of beingwise
is recourse to the soundest courseof
actionbasedonknowledge, experi-
enceandunderstanding.Thewisest

amongusare thosewhocarry their
greatness, learningandvirtue lightly
on their shoulders andarenot averse

to learning fromthehumblest
amongus.Theybelieve that
everyonehas thepower to
addvalue toour lives and
every encounter shouldbe
treasuredbecause itmay
not comeagain.Also true
wisdomdoesnot try to seek

meaningandsignificancewhere
there isnone but living lifewith

hopeandcourage.Often lifebrings
tragedies and suffering in it’swakeas
well as immeasurable joysbutwisdom
gleans resilience from it all and the

knowledgeeverythingwill pass.
Thegreatest teachingofwisdom

comes fromtheBhagavadgitawhere
Krishna tells Arjuna thathemust take
armsagainsthiskin in theresolution
betweengoodandevil.Wisdomis
theability todiscernbetweenright
andwrong, tomakeachoicewhen
confrontedwithdifficult andvaried
possibilitiesand live lifewithequanim-
ityandpeace.

Wisdomisaboutconsideredchoices
andunderstandingour limitations
in thebackdropofambitiousgoals.
Aboveallwisdommeans tolerance, a
commitment to listen toothervoices, a
humility thatelevatesahumanbeing.

Walkingthepathofwisdom
OASIS SUDHADEVINAYAK

Georgerulesoutceasefirewith
J&Kmilitants
Srinagar, Oct 23 (DHNS & PTI)
UnionDefenceMinisterGeorgeFer-
nandes todayruledout thepossibilityof
theCentreannouncinganyunilateral
ceasefire in thecampaignagainstmili-
tants inKashmir.He,however,endorsed
thestatementof theArmychief that
Kashmir“needsapolitical rather thana
militarysolution.”Talkingtoreporters
heretodayafter the inaugurationofa
“Buyer-SellerMeeting”at theSKICC,he
said therewasno immediate threat from
PakistanorChina, thoughviolenceat the
LoCinthestate“iswaxingandwaning”.

Bonusordinancenotagainst
workers,saysPM
New Delhi, October 23
PrimeMinister IndiraGandhihasreiter-
atedherviewthat“thebonusordinance
isnotagainst the interestof theworkers.”
Inan interviewwiththeEditorof the
CommunistCentralNewsService,yester-
day, shesaid, “Weareconvincedthathad
thepaymentofbonuscontinuedwithout
referencetoproduction,productivity
orsurplus itwouldhavehadanadverse
effectonworkersaswellasothers.”There
wasalsoahint inherreply that thesame
considerationsmightapply todearness
allowanceorhigherwages.

50 YEARS AGO: OCTOBER 1975 25 YEARS AGO: OCTOBER 2000

In his hometown, Chamkhar, a
tiny village of breathtaking beauty
tucked into the hillside about an
hour away from Nepal’s capital,
Rajendra Tamang sits plotting his
future.

Thegoldenfieldsofcorn,verdantslopes
and imposing views of Himalayan peaks
hold little opportunity. Neither does the
rest of Nepal, Tamang, 22, said. Jobs are
scarce and competition is fierce, even for
low-payingwork.Wealth disparity is high
andcorruptionisendemic.

Twoyearsago,TamangmovedtoDubai,
where he worked 16-hour days, six days a
week, switching between jobs as an office
peon,acleanerandawarehouseworker.He
earnedfourtimesthesalaryhecouldexpect
inNepal,but thegruellingshiftsworehim
down.AshebrowsedDubai’smalls onhis
daysoff,henoticedthatbaristasandsecre-
tarieswereindemand.

Adding such skills to his resume could
increase his employability, Tamang rea-
soned. So he came home and enrolled in
atwo-monthbaristatrainingcourseinNe-
pal.Helearnedhowtooperateacoffeema-
chine, thedifferencebetweena coldbrew
andanicedcoffee,andhowtodrawpretty
patternsincappuccinofoam.Heishoping
thathisskillswilldistinguishhimfromthe
tens of thousands of Nepalis who are also
lookingforjobsoverseas.

“I just don’t want to work in Nepal,”
Tamangsaid.“Youhavetogetout.”

Sickofcorruption
In tiny hamlets and passport lines, on the
streets and inside chic cafés, many young
Nepalis—whethertheyarecollegegradu-
atesorneverfinishedschool—saytheyfeel
hopelessandfrustrated.

Persistently high unemployment and
inadequate investment in skills training
have hurt economic growth. The country
reliesheavilyonremittancessenthomeby
citizensworkingabroad,whichequalabout
a third ofNepal’s gross domestic product.
Atthesametime,manyNepalissaytheyex-
periencecorruptionintheireverydaydeal-
ingswithbureaucracy,andanentrenched
eliteiswidelyseenashavingreapedill-got-
tengains.

Those feelings morphed into rage in
early September, when thousands of stu-
dentstooktothestreetstoventtheiranger
atcorruption,inwhatcametobeknownas
theGenZprotests.Theimmediatetrigger
wasa socialmediaban—whichcoincided
withaviralsurgeofmemestargeting“nepo
kids,” the privileged children of the elite.
The protests spiralled into a nationwide
arson rampage and led to the downfall of
Nepal’sgovernment.

“The Gen Z protest was a necessary
movement for change,” said Lal Bahadur
Ghising, 32, a cabdriver who spent two
years working in Malaysia and used his
savings to buy a taxi, which henowdrives
full time.“Briberyisrampant.”

NepalisoneofAsia’smostcorruptcoun-
tries, according to Transparency Interna-
tional’s Corruption Perceptions Index,
which measures how corrupt a country’s
publicsectorisperceivedtobe.

Pressuretoleave
Fivedaysafter thestudentprotests, as the
capital, Kathmandu, returned to calm,
theDepartmentofPassportswasbustling

as usual. Hundreds of people clutching
documentsstoodina linethatgrewbythe
minute, sloping into the building’s pitch-
black basement parking lot. Most were
young, and many were applying for their
firstpassports.

Sunita Bishwakarma, 29, had arrived
at9am,anhourbefore theofficeopened.
Bishwakarma, who is unemployed,
has no immediate plans to go abroad but
said her brother, who works as a security
guardinKuwait,hadurgedhertoapplyfor
herpassport.

“If you go abroad, at least it’s a better
place,” Bishwakarma said he told her.
Bishwakarma said shewould rather raise
herthreeboysinNepal,buttherecenttur-
moil and the overall state of the economy
gaveher little hope. “It forcesus to leave,”
shesaid.

Grim statistics about the economy
abound. In 2023, theNepal Living Stand-
ardsSurvey found thatnearlyaquarterof
Nepalisbetweentheagesof15and24were
unemployed,almostdoubletherateofthe
overall population. The number of Nepa-
lis working abroad almost tripled, to 2.2
million,inthetwodecadesleadingto2021,
according to government data. Roughly
three-quarters of Nepali emigrants were
betweentheagesof15and34.

AgricultureremainsthelifebloodofNe-
pal’s economy, but in townsandcities, the
internethasopenedupnewopportunities.
Ride-hailing apps have helped cabdrivers
find more customers. People have found
digital marketing jobs. Local businesses
aregrowingthroughtheironlinepresence.

Alabourmill
Nepal,withapopulationofabout30mil-
lion,providesasteadysupplyofunskilled
labour to Gulf countries, but also to
European ones such as Portugal and
Greece. Young Nepalis pack boxes in
warehouses, chop vegetables in restau-
rant kitchens and drive trucks at con-
struction sites.

Roughly1 in4households inNepalhas
a family member abroad, according to
governmentdata.Forfamilies, thatoften
meansacruel trade-offbetweenthegrief
of separation for years at a time and the
needformoney.Theremittancessustain
households,pay school feesandmedical
bills,andhelptorebuildhomesinacoun-
try prone to natural disasters like floods
andearthquakes.

“Tosave,orevenliveproperly,someone
fromthe familyhas togoout,”saidTenzin
Dolker, a college student in Kathmandu
whostudiescomputerscience.“It’salmost
likeanunsaidtradition.”

Nearly two decades ago, when Dolker
was 6 years old, her mother left Nepal to
workasacaretakerinIsrael.Shestayedfor
15years,returningtovisit justthreetimes,
Dolkersaid.

But“sheearnedmoneyinIsraelandbuilt
herhousehere,”Dolker said.Hermother,
whoisnowbackforgood,couldneverhave
savedthatmuchworkinginNepal,shesaid.

The‘nepokids’
Withmorethan1millionInstagramfollow-
ers, ShrinkhalaKhatiwada, a formerMiss
NepalandaHarvardUniversitygraduate,

wasaninspirationformanyNepaliyoung-
sters. She spoke eloquently—often about
politics—andbecameaprominentvoiceof
hergeneration.

HeraccomplishmentsputNepal“inthe
limelight,”saidPrijmaLimbu,wholives in
LondonbutwasvisitingfamilyinKathman-
du.ShefollowsyoungNepaliinfluencersto
keep up with trends in the country of her
birth. “I was like, she’s really nice — intel-
ligent, smart, very inspiringtoa lotofpeo-
ple,”Limbu,21,said.

But in the days leading up to the Gen
Z protests, Khatiwada was targeted as a
“nepokid”fortakingforeignvacationsand
endorsingluxurybrands.Shelostmanyof
her Instagram followers. Khatiwada’s fa-
ther is a former health minister, and her
husband’sfatherownsNepal’sbiggestme-
diaconglomerate.

Limbu said Khatiwada was a “disap-
pointment” for not supporting the pro-
testers. “Becausepeople lookeduptoher
somuch, peoplewere expecting that she
would do something about it, post some-
thingaboutit,andshedidn’t,”Limbusaid.
HomesbelongingtorelativesofKhatiwa-
da were among those burned during the
protests. Khatiwada said in an interview
that she hadwanted to promote the pro-
testers’cause,butthatshewasshocked“at
beingpaintedas itsenemy.”

“My silence was not born of privilege
or indifference; it came fromtraumaand
shock,” she said. Asked whether she had
benefitedfromtaintedmoney,shesaid,“I
nevergainedfromill-gottengains.”
TheNewYorkTimes

Nepal’sGenZsees
littlehopeathome

ANUPREETA DAS

Robert Badinter, the law-
yer and former justice
ministerwholedFrance

to abolish the death penalty,
was inducted into
the Panthéon in
Paris recently – 44
years to the day
after the abolition
law took effect.
Badinteroftensaid
that while he had
always opposed
the capital punish-
ment, it was injus-
tice in court that
transformed his
beliefintoalifelong
mission.

He defended Roger Bon-
tems, a prisoner involved in
a hostage-taking incident in
whichanothermancommitted
thekillings.Although the jury
acceptedthatBontemshadnot
killed anyone, hewas still sent
to theguillotine in 1972.

“Isaw,inthenameofjustice,
a man cut in pieces – because
that is what the guillotine re-
allymeans –without everhav-
ing killed anyone,” Badinter
toldRadioFranceInternale in
2005. “Therewasnobloodon
his hands. I could not accept
thisideaofjustice.Justicecan-
notkill.Fromthatmomenton,
Ibecameanactivist.”

Five years later, Badinter
defended Patrick Henry, who
hadbeenconvictedofmurder-
ing a seven-year-old boy. His
powerful plea during the trial
helped spare Henry’s life and
turnedthecase intoadefining
moment in France’s national
debateoncapitalpunishment.

It is startling to recall that
an advanced country such as
Francestillguillotineditscon-
victs as recently as the 1970s.
Thelastexecutionbyguillotine
in France took place on Sep-
tember 10, 1977, when Ham-
ida Djandoubi was executed.
Djandoubi, a Tunisian man,
was convicted of kidnapping,
torturing,andmurderingÉlis-
abethBousquet. Hisexecution
was the last in the Western
worldbyguillotine, preceding
France’s formal abolition of
capitalpunishment in 1981.

Across the Western world,
most nations have long abol-
ished capital punishment.
England did away with it in
1965, after a wrongful exe-
cution drew public outrage.
Only a few states in the Unit-
ed States continue to retain
it. Several Arab and Islamic
nations continue to enforce
capitalpunishment,oftencar-
ryingoutexecutions inpublic,

underscoring the stark differ-
encesinhowsocietiesconceive
justice.

The death penalty is funda-
mentally derived from venge-
ance rather than justice. Cap-

ital punishment
is defended as
serving a just
retribution for
heinous crimes.
But at its core,
it actually per-
petuates a cycle
of violence and
revenge, dis-
regarding the
opportunity for
understanding,
rehabilitation,

and the potential for redemp-
tion. A justice system that
choosesretributionoverreha-
bilitationrisks losingitsmoral
anchor.Adeeperexamination
ofalternativeformsofpunish-
ment that prioritise fairness
andhumanity is imperative in
acivilisedsociety.

The greatest injustice oc-
curs when the legal system
meant toprotect the innocent
fails. When the very system
that is meant to uphold fair-
nessandprotectthosewhoare
wronglyaccused fails todoso,
it not only inflicts grave harm
upon the innocent but also
erodes public trust and calls
into question the entire legal
process. This echoes the need
for addressing and rectifying
such flaws within the legal
system, not irreversible pun-
ishment.

Capital punishment has, at
times, been reduced to a grim
publicspectacle -- areflection
of society’s darker fascination
forviolence.Executingahelp-
less person, however legally
justified, remains a troubling
actthattestsourcollectivecon-
science.Thisistheironywhich
helps perpetuate the gory
saga of hangings and judicial
occurrences of gas-chamber-
ing. Sending a convict to the
gallows isgalling.

Everyhumanbeingisworth
morethantheworstthingthey
have ever done. Every human
being is worth more than the
worst thing they have ever
done. The profound moral
question isnotwhether a con-
victdeservestodie,butwheth-
er society deserves to kill.
Furthermore, the death pen-
alty perpetuates a cycle of vio-
lence and revenge. In taking a
life,eveninthenameofjustice,
we risk diminishing our own
humanity.
(Theauthor isaPune-based

independentwriterand
columnist)

RobertBadinter
andFrance’smoral

awakening
SUMIT PAUL

India’s rivers are drying, polluted and
poorly monitored. Yet policy and in-
frastructuredecisionscontinuetorely

on patchy, inaccessible data. River man-
agement remains reactive, not knowl-
edge-driven. Strengthening India’s data
systems is no longer a luxury; it is an ur-
gentgovernancenecessity.

The Condition Assessment and Man-
agement Plan (CAMP), a national initi-
ative under the Ministry of Jal Shakti’s
NationalRiverConservationDirectorate,
offersaglimmerofchange.Itaimstopre-
pare scientific, basin-level management
plans for sixmajor riverbasins:Cauvery,
Godavari,Krishna,Mahanadi,Narmada,
and Periyar. The programme brings to-
gether institutions such as IISc and sev-
eral IITs/NITs to assess the present con-
ditionsandrecommendinterventionsfor
river rejuvenation.

Asthepaneldiscussionsandpresenta-
tions progressed in the second meeting

of the Stakeholder Advisory Committee
(SAC)for theCAMPattheIISc,Bengalu-
ru, there was a sense of optimism that
government and academia were finally
sitting together to discuss the state of In-
dia’s rivers inastructuredway.

The SAC-2meeting revealed both the
promise and the persistent paralysis in
ourwater-governance ecosystem. “Lack
of data”dominated the presentations—a
familiar chorus in India’s environmental
dialogues. The senior official chairing
themeeting emphasisedusingwhatever
data is available, coordinatingwith state
departments to obtainmissing datasets,
andproceedingtoactionablerecommen-
dations for thegovernment.

All the research teams stressed the
needtomonitorriversathigherfrequency
andfinerspatial scales.Everyoneagreed
that robust data are the foundation for
goodrivermanagement.Buthowtoover-
come the institutional bottlenecks that
make even existing data inaccessible or
unreliablewasnotaddressed.

One major takeaway was the inade-
quacy of our flow-monitoring network.
The Central Water Commission (CWC)
stations are simply too sparse to capture
today’sgroundreality.Forinstance,there
areonlytwodischargestationsonthe172
km long Arkavathi River, which drains a
4,178 sq kmcatchment. Both are located
near the downstream stretches, leaving
thehighlyurbanisedupperreaches(read
Bengaluru’soutflows)completelyunmon-
itored.Withoutsuchinformation,design-
ing sewage- or effluent-treatment plants
becomesguesswork.

Where monitoring does exist, it often
serves as compliance. Reports are filed
andnumbersrecorded,butinsightsrarely
feedbackintoplanning.TaketheNational
WaterMonitoringProgramme(NWMP),
2017 guidelines, which classify monitor-
ing locationsasBaseline,Trend,Flux (or
Impact) andHotspot stations, each tobe
monitoredwith defined parameters and
frequencies.

In practice, this categorisation is ab-

sent. TheStatePollutionControlBoards
continue to monitor and report water
quality, assigning water bodies an A–E
“designated best use” classification. Yet,
the very basis of what the intended best
useshouldbeforeachriverstretchorlake
is undefined, leaving the entire exercise
floatingwithoutcontext.

Moreover, the current water quality
standards for irrigation in India address
onlyanarrowsetofbasicparameters.As
India becomes a global hub for pharma-
ceutical and chemical manufacturing,
ourregulationsandmonitoringprotocols
mustevolve,becomingfarmorecompre-
hensiveandstringent todetectandman-
ageemergingcontaminantsthatnowflow
freely inourriversandaquifers.

Throughthediscussions, itwasevident
thatmost participants knew the familiar
problems that ailed our rivers. Yet deep
understandingdemandsknowingwhere,
whatkind,andwhyspecificdegradations
occur.Thisspatialunderstandingismiss-
ing.Weseldommappollutionsourcesor

hydrologicalchangeswithsufficientreso-
lutiontosee localpatterns.Withoutthat,
we cannot define the problem precisely
enough to design solutions. Spatially
mapped, local-scale datawouldmake an
immediatedifference.

Even when datasets exist, accessing
them from government departments
often involves prolonged correspond-
enceand repeated visits.At themeeting,
researchers were encouraged to obtain
data by physically visiting departmental
officesandwaitinguntilofficialsreleased
the information.

Oneindividualwhomanagedtosecure
such data was lauded as the “dataman”,
and his persistence was cited as amodel
for others. Yet this highlights a systemic
problem. Experts are forced to expend
months pursuing essential data that
shouldalreadybepubliclyaccessible.

If suchdatasetswereopen-source and
standardised,wecouldmovefasterfrom:
data—>diagnosis—>decision —>imple-
mentation—>monitoring—>learning.

Transparentdataisnot justatechnical
need; it is a democratic necessity. When
informationaboutriversispublic,citizens
canengage,questionandcontribute.Our
national scientific temperament grows
when ordinary people can see, inter-
pret and debate the same evidence that
experts and officials rely on. Access to
shareddatatransformspeoplefromsub-
jects to citizens. It builds accountability
because decisions can then be verified,
not justannounced.

CAMP represents a hopeful shift, an
attempt to weave science into river-gov-
ernancedecisions.But itssuccesswillde-
pend on how courageously institutions
confront their own information deficits.
Data are infrastructure; without them,
every intervention is speculative.

Ifwecanmakedataaccessible,reliable
andtransparent,ourriversstandachance
of revival, and our governance, a chance
of reform.
(Thewriter isaresearcherandcurator

atPaaniEarthFoundation,Bengaluru)

Drowningindatagaps:Lackofreliableinformationimperilsrivers’revival
KHUSHBU BIRAWAT

DHILLUSTRATION:DEEPAKHARICHANDAN

TheproteststhatrockedNepalwereaboutmorethanasocialmediaban.The
economyissodirethat formany,goingabroadseemstheonlywaytobuildafuture

RobertBadinter
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BillionaireMukeshAmba-
ni’s Reliance Industries
Ltd, India’s biggest buy-

er of discounted Russian oil,
plans to scale back imports
of Russian crude oil following
fresh US sanctions on Mos-
cow-linkedfirms,sourcessaid.

State-run refiners, howev-
er, may continue purchases
through intermediary traders
fornow,industryofficialssaid.

Reliance, which operates
the world’s largest single-site
oil refining complex at Jam-
nagar in Gujarat, purchased
abouthalfofthe1.7-1.8million
barrels per day of discounted
Russian crude shipped to In-
dia.

The company refines the
crude into petrol, diesel and
aviation turbine fuel (ATF), a
largeshareofwhich isexport-
ed tomarkets such as Europe
and the United States at mar-
ket prices, generating strong

margins.
All this may change after

US President Donald Trump
imposed sanctions on Open
Joint StockCompanyRosneft
Oil Company (Rosneft) and
LukoilOAO(Lukoil)--Russia’s
two largestoil companies that
heaccusesofhelping fundthe
Kremlin’s “war machine” in
Ukraine.

This means that no entity,
Americanorforeign,canhave
anycommercialdealingswith
the sanctioned Russian com-
panies. Violators face civil or
criminalpenalties.

Reliance, which has signed
a 25-year deal to buy up to
500,000 barrels of crude oil
per day (25 million tonnes in
a year) with Rosneft, will now
reduce andpotentially halt all
purchases from Russia, three
sourceswithknowledgeofthe
mattersaid.

The company has huge
businessinterestintheUSand
cannotriskattractingscrutiny,

theysaid.
Reliance, which bought an

estimated$35billionworthof
Russian oil since the start of
the Ukraine war in February
2022, started “recalibration”
ofitsimportssoonafterthere-
centEuropeanUnionadopted
its 18th package of sanctions
against Moscow in late July
thisyear.

Recalibrationisnothingbut
moving the import require-
ment to a different region.
And this may get expedited
now,sourcessaid.

Transactions involving the
two sanctioned Russian firms
needtobewounddownbyNo-

vember21.
Reliancedidnot respond to

emails seekingcomments.
The other company to be

hit hard by the US sanctions
isNayaraEnergy.The firm, in
whichRosneft holds a 49.13%
stake, has been entirely reli-
ant onRussian crude supplies
since the EU imposed sanc-
tionsagainst it inJuly.

Nayaradidnotrespondtoan
email sent forcomments.

State-owned oil refiners,
however, are not in such dire
straits as they donot have any
direct contract with Rosneft
orLukoilandhadbeenbuying
Russianoilthroughintermedi-

ary traders, mostly European
(who are out of the sanctions
net), sources said. That pur-
chasecancontinuefornow.

The public-sector units are
assessing compliance risks,
checkingeverycontracttolook
forRosneft footprint.

Reliance signed the term
deal with Rosneft in Decem-
ber 2024. It also buys oil from
intermediaries.Its purchase
sing the full-scale invasion of
UkraineinFebruary2022,ac-
countforroughly8percentof
Moscow’scrudesalesoverthat
period.

In2021, before theUkraine
war,RelianceboughtjustUSD
85millionworthofRussianoil.

TheIndiangovernmenthas
maintained that the country’s
purchasesarenot illegal asno
sanctions have yet been im-
posed on Russian crude buys.
It has pointed to US officials
previously encouraging it to
buyRussian crude to stabilise
globalenergyprices.

It has called as “unfair, un-
justified and unreasonable”
Trump’s decision to double
tariffs on Indian goods com-
ing to the US to 50% because
of Russian oil purchases. The
country’spurchasesofRussian
oilwere“basedonmarket fac-
tors,”ithasmaintained.

BodyblowtoRelianceasUSsanctions
force cut inRussianoil imports

Ithasa25-yeardealwithRosneft
foradailybuyofupto5Lbarrels

▼
NEW DELHI, PTI

Reliance’sJamnagarrefinerycomplex.

Hindustan Unilever Ltd
reported a nearly 5%
decline in profit before

tax and exceptional items for
the second quarter, as sales
volumes took a hit before the
government’s goods and ser-
vices taxcutskicked in.

TheIndianunitofUK’sUni-
lever said its profit before tax
and exceptional items fell to
Rs 3,389 crore from Rs 3,564
croreayearago.

Overall revenue from the
saleofproducts grew2%year-
on-yeartoRs16,034crore,ben-
efittingfrompricehikesacross
HUL’s portfolio and resilient
demandinthecompany’sbeau-
tydivision.Thesegmentposted
a5%year-on-year (YoY)rise in
sales, led by skincare and cos-
metics. Its profit after tax rose
3.6%asthecompanyrecorded
aone-timegainofRs184crore.

HUL shares as much as 3%
post the results, but pared
gains. They were last trading
about 1% higher. Nonetheless,
overall underlying volume

growth was flat, as the com-
pany, along with peers, faced
a temporary disruption in
salesafter thegovernmentan-
nounced sweeping goods and
services taxcuts inAugust.

Distributors and retailers
focusedonliquidatingexisting
inventories, delaying the flow
of neworders ahead of the tax
cuts taking effect on Septem-
ber22.

HULpostsprofitdeclineonsales
disruptionaheadof taxcuts

ColgatePalmolive India too
reports lowerprofit

REUTERS:Colgate-Pal-
molive’s Indianunit
reportedadecline in
secondquarterprofit
onThursday,duetoa
temporarydisruptionto
salesafterthegovernment
announcedsweeping
cutstogoodsandservices
taxes.
Thetoothpastemaker’s

netprofit forthequarter
endedSeptember30came
inatRs328crore,down
7.2%YoY,excludingthe
impactofaone-timetax
credit lastyear.
Revenuefromopera-

tionsdropped6.3%YoYto

Rs1,507crore.
Colgatehassaid inprior

callswithanalysts that
weakurbandemandhas
beencausingconsumersto
usestaplessuchastooth-
paste for longer, impacting
overallvolumes. It saidthe
operatingenvironment
remained“difficult”inthe
secondquarter.
Thecompanyhasbeen

sharpeningits focuson
differentiatedofferings
thatpromisehigherqual-
ityoralbenefits totackle
thesechallenges, leading
withamorepremium
portfolio.

REUTERS

Inamovetocurbdeepfakes
and misuse of various AI
(artificial intelligence)

tools, the Ministry of Elec-
tronicsandInformationTech-
nology (MeitY) has proposed
amendments to IT rules,
mandating clear labelling of
AI-generatedcontentthatwill
helpusersdistinguishrealcon-
tent fromsynthetic.

Experts said this will pro-
vide a safer accountable dig-
ital space for users. Of late,
AI-generated fake images
and videos have been increas-
ing and recently, the Bombay
High Court condemned and
ordered urgent removal of
actor Akshay Kumar’s deep-
fake AI-generated video and
expressed concern over the
harm that fake content such
as thiscouldcreate.

Akif Khan, VP analyst,
Gartner, said, “If this comes

into law, enterprises will need
to put processes in place to
ensure that any content that
they produce and publish is
appropriately labelled if itwas
AIgenerated.”

“Going further, in the spirit
of building trust, enterprises
shouldusenewstandardssuch
asC2PA(CoalitionforContent
ProvenanceandAuthenticity)
Content Credentials to es-
tablish the authenticity and
originsofanyoriginal content
that theyproduce,”headded.

Theproposedamendments
aim to strengthen the due dil-

igenceobligationsof interme-
diaries—particularly social
media intermediaries (SMIs)
and significant social media
intermediaries (SSMIs)—in
light of the growingmisuse of
technologies which are used
for the creation or generation
ofsyntheticmedia,theITmin-
istrysaid.

Earlier it included amend-
ments in October 2022 and
April2023.

Mahesh Makhija, Partner
and Technology Consulting
Leader, EY India said thepro-
posed rules mark a clear step
toward ensuring authenticity
indigitalcontent.

“LabellingAIgeneratedma-
terial and embedding non-re-
movable identifiers will help
users distinguish real content
fromsynthetic.Thiswill serve
as the foundation for respon-
sible AI adoption, these mea-
sures will give businesses the
confidence to innovate and
scaleAIresponsibly,”headded.

Amendments to ITrules:
FocusoncurbingAImisuse

Theamendmentsstrive to
address issuesofdeepfake,
whichhasbecomeaworry.

UMA KANNAN
BENGALURU, DHNS

To bring transparency
and streamline the
system in social media

content take-down proce-
dures, the UnionMinistry of
Electronics and IT (MeitY)
has said that only senior offi-
cials can issueorder removal
ofunlawful information.

As per the amended IT
rules that come into effect
from November 15, only top
officials in the rank of joint
secretaryorhigherandpolice
officials who are serving as
theDeputy InspectorGener-
al or above can issue content
takedownorders.

Thenewrulesalsorequired
that concerned authorities
haveto intimatesocialmedia
companies by specifying the
reasons for issuing removal
ofcontent

Elon Musk’s social media
platformX(formerlyTwitter)
hasbeenina legalbattlewith
theITMinistryonthecontent
removal issue. The X earlier
alleged ‘ policing’ by govern-
ment authorities, allowing
thousandsofofficials to issue
takedownorders.X’spetition
in court also alleged that po-
lice inspectors were issuing
directions to themicro blog-
gingsite toremovecontents.

Insisting that it made
changes in the IT rules on
takedown, the IT ministry
said that this was done to
streamlinecontenttakedown
procedures and bring trans-
parency,clarityandprecision
in actions. As per the minis-

try, the amendments strike a
balance between the consti-
tutionalrightsofcitizensand
the legitimate regulatory
powers of the state, ensuring
thatenforcementactionsare
transparentanddonotleadto
arbitraryrestrictions.

Further, all intimations on
contentremovalissuedunder
Rule3(1)(d)willbesubjecttoa
monthly reviewbyanofficer,
not below the rank of secre-
tary of the appropriate gov-
ernment, toensure that such
actions remain “necessary,
proportionate,andconsistent
with law”.

Under Rule 3(1)(d), inter-
mediaries are required to re-
move unlawful information
uponreceivingactualknowl-
edge either through a court
order or notification from
theappropriate authority, IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
toldmediapersons.

Areviewundertakenbythe
IT ministry had highlighted
the need for additional safe-
guards and checks and bal-
ances to ensure senior-level
accountability, precise spec-
ificationof unlawful content,
and periodic review of gov-
ernmentdirectionsathigher
level.

“The intimation must
clearly specify the legal ba-
sis and statutory provision,
the nature of the unlawful
act, and the specific URL/
identifier or other electronic
location of the information,
data or communication link
(content)toberemoved,”the
ITministrysaid.

MeitY tightens rules
on removal of social

media content

Movefollows legalbattlewithMusk’sX.

NEW DELHI, DHNS

Considering the global geo-
political uncertainties and
significant trade tensions
with the US, Venture Capi-
tal (VC) investment in India
remained slow in the third
quarter (July-September).
But given India’s strongmac-
rosandvibrantcapitalmarket
and if trade uncertainties are
resolved, there is good opti-
mismthatVC investmentwill
begintorebound,saidKPMG
in its latest Venture Pulse Q3
2025report.

Thereportpointedoutthat
Asiacontinuedtoseerelative-
ly muted VC flows, reflecting
amorecautious fundingenvi-
ronment.

Global VC investment rose
to $120 billion in the third
quarter of 2025, up from$112
billion inQ2. Mentioning the
dominance of AI in July-Sep-
temberperiod,thereportsaid
ArtificialIntelligence(AI)con-
tinuedtoattractmassivedeals,
anditremainsthetoppriority
forVCinvestorsglobally.

“While interest in India
remains high, VC investors
have found it difficult to pre-
dict what might happen day-
to-day, leading them to hold
back frommaking anymajor
fundingdecisions,”thereport
highlighted.

Thelargestdealofthequar-
ter in Indiawasa$140million
raise by consumer goods de-
liveryfocusedcompanyMitra.

“Despite thesoftVC invest-
ment in Q3’25, there contin-
uedtobeoptimisminthemar-
ketgiventhegrowthinstartup
exit activity — particularly in
termsofIPOexits.Duringthe
quarter,IPOactivitywasquite
strong compared to previous
quarters; forexample, rent-a-

servicecompanyUrbanCom-
pany held a very successful
IPO on the NSE with shares
rising74%infirstdaytrading,”
thereportadded.

Nitish Poddar, Partner and
National Leader, Private Eq-
uity, KPMG in India said, “VC
investment results in India
this quarter were driven by
the speed bump that was the
US tariffs, but people expect
that by the end of November
thatwill settle.”

AIfirmsraise
funds

BusinessAIcompany
Uniphorehasclosedits
$260millionSeriesF
round.NVIDIA,AMD,
Snowflake,andData-
bricks invested inthe
roundandwere joinedby
financialandsovereign
investors includingNEA,
MarchCapital,BNF
Capital,NationalGrid
Partners,andProsper-
ity7Ventures.Thenew
capitalwillaccelerate
innovationonitsAIand
dataplatform–Busi-
nessAICloud.Another
startupUnifyApps,
whichisanenterprise
AIplatformservice
provider,announced$0
millionfundraising, led
byWestBridgeCapital.

VC funding in India
slows in Q3

UMA KANNAN
BENGALURU, DHNS

NEW DELHI, PTI: Home-
grown two-wheeler major
Hero MotoCorp on Thurs-
dayannounceditsforayinto
theUnitedKingdominpart-
nershipwithMotoGB.

The com-
pany will
i n t r oduce
its advanced
Euro 5+
range, fea-
turing Hunk
440, de-
signed tomeet the growing
demand for high-perfor-
mance motorcycles in the
region, as part of its UK
launch, MotoCorp said in a
statement.

The UK entry marks the
company’s51st internation-
almarket, strengthening its
footprint across Europe, it
added.

“Followingour foray into
ItalyandSpain,ourpartner-
ship with MotoGB further
strengthens our European
footprint,” Hero MotoCorp
Executive Vice President
SanjayBhansaid.

He further said, “The
launchofHunk440reflects
our deep understanding of
UK riders - a motorcycle
that stays true to the core
ofmotorcyclingwhileoffer-
ing style, performance and
reliability in an accessible
package.”
Hero MotoCorp said

Lancashire-based distrib-
utorMotoGBwillmake its
product range available to
customers in the UK, ini-
tially through a network
ofover25official salesand
serviceoutlets.

HeroMotoCorp
entersUK,
partnerswith
MotoGBfor
distribution

WazirXtorestartoperationstoday
BENGALURU,DHNS:Cryptoex-
changeWazirX on Thursday
announced that it would be
restartingoperationsfromOc-
tober 24, Friday. This follows
the completion of its restruc-
turing process, sanctioned by

theHighCourt
ofSingapore.

The re-
launch will
begin with
certain cryp-
to-to-crypto
pairs and
USDT / INR
pair, followed

bythegradualexpansionofad-
ditionalmarketsinthecoming
days,WazirXsaid.

A cyberattack on WazirX
in July last year resulted in
the theft of about Rs 2,000
crore worth of funds, and the
exchange has not been opera-
tional sincethen.

The exchange also an-

nounced that as part of the
Restart Offer, all users can
avail0%tradingfeesacrossall
tradingpairs.

Nischal Shetty, Founder of
WazirX, said, “At the heart of
everythingwedoisourmission
tomakecryptoaccessibletoev-
ery Indian. Iwant to thank the
WazirX community for their
patience through these dif-
ficult times. Asset security is
currentlyacrucialaspectinthe
global crypto ecosystem. Our
partnership with BitGo adds
anadditional layeroftrustand
protection with world-class
custody standards, as we re-
start. This isn’t just a return to
operations,it’sareinforcement
ofourintegritywhichwe’veal-
ways strived for.” Earlier this
week, WazirX completed to-
ken swaps, merger, delisting,
migration of tokens and any
rebranding that the tokens
mayhaveundergone.

Nischal
Shetty



The Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Infor-
mation Technology 

(MeitY) has notified the In-
formation Technology (In-
termediary Guidelines and 
Digital Media Ethics Code) 
Amendment Rules, 2025 
to amend the Information 
Technology (Intermediary 
Guidelines and Digital Me-
dia Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 
(“IT Rules, 2021”).

T h e s e  a m e n d m e n t s 
strengthen the framework 
of due diligence obligations 
of intermediaries under the 
Information Technology 
Act, 2000 (“IT Act”). Spe-
cifically, the amendments to 
Rule 3(1)(d) introduce addi-
tional safeguards to ensure 
that removal of unlawful 
content by intermediaries is 
carried out in a transparent, 
proportionate, and account-
able manner. The amended 
Rules will take effect on No-
vember 15, 2025.

The IT Rules, 2021, were 
initially notified on Febru-
ary 25, 2021, and subse-
quently amended on Octo-
ber 28, 2022, and April 6, 
2023. They prescribe due 
diligence obligations on in-
termediaries, including so-
cial media intermediaries, 
with the objective of ensur-
ing online safety, security, 

and accountability.
Under Rule 3(1)(d), inter-

mediaries are required to 
remove unlawful informa-
tion upon receiving actual 
knowledge either through 
a court order or notification 
from the Appropriate Gov-
ernment.

The review undertaken by 
MeitY highlighted the need 
for additional safeguards to 
ensure senior-level account-
ability, precise specification 
of unlawful content, and pe-
riodic review of government 
directions at a higher level.

Key features of the amend-
ments:

Senior-level authorisa-
tion: Any intimation to in-
termediaries for removal 
of unlawful information 
can now only be issued by a 
senior officer not below the 
rank of Joint Secretary or 
equivalent, or, where such 
rank is not appointed, a Di-
rector or an officer equiva-

lent in rank--and, where so 
authorised, acting through 
a single corresponding offi-
cer in its authorised agency, 
where such agency is so ap-
pointed.

In case of police authori-
ties, only an officer not 
below the rank of Deputy 
Inspector General of Police 
(DIG), specially authorised, 
can issue such intimation.

Reasoned intimation with 
specific details: The intima-
tion must clearly specify 
the legal basis and statu-
tory provision, the nature 
of the unlawful act, and 
the specific URL/identifier 
or other electronic location 
of the information, data or 
communication link (“con-
tent”) to be removed.

This replaces the earlier 
broad reference to ‘notifi-
cations’ with ‘reasoned in-
timation’ to align the Rules 
with the requirement of 
‘actual knowledge’ as man-

dated under section 79(3)(b) 
of the IT Act, bringing clar-
ity and precision.

Periodic review mecha-
nism: All intimations issued 
under Rule 3(1)(d) will be 
subject to a monthly review 
by an officer not below the 
rank of Secretary of the Ap-
propriate Government. This 
ensures that such actions re-
main necessary, proportion-
ate, and consistent with law.

Balance of rights and re-
sponsibilities: The amend-
ments strike a balance be-
tween the constitutional 
rights of citizens and the 
legitimate regulatory pow-
ers of the State, ensuring 
that enforcement actions are 
transparent and do not lead 
to arbitrary restrictions.

Expected impact:
Transparency & account-

ability: Clear guidelines on 
who can issue directions 
and how, with periodic re-
view, ensure checks and 
balances.

Clarity for intermediar-
ies: By mandating detailed 
and reasoned interpreta-
tions, intermediaries will 
have better guidance to act 
in compliance with the law.

Safeguards and propor-
tionality: The reforms en-
sure proportionality and 
uphold the principles of 
natural justice while rein-
forcing lawful restrictions 
under the IT Act, 2000.

Centre notifies amendments to IT Rules, 
2021 to enhance transparency, accountability
tdg network
NEW DELHI

MLA Vikram Randhawa 
said August 5 — the day 
Article 370 was revoked — 
would remain “a historic 
day” for Jammu and Kash-
mir. “Satya Pal Malik was 
no ordinary man; he was 

appointed governor of five 
states because of his capa-
bility. It was a coincidence 
that he breathed his last on 
August 5 — a date etched in 
the history of J&K,” Rand-
hawa said, triggering pro-
tests from several NC mem-
bers.

Satya Pal Malik, who 
passed away in August this 
year, was the tenth and last 
governor of the erstwhile 
state of Jammu and Kash-
mir. During his long politi-
cal career, he also served as 
governor of Bihar, Odisha, 
Goa, and Meghalaya.

Row erupts in J&K Assembly over 
Satya Pal Malik remarks

Cong backs Tejashwi, ending rift in Bihar Mahagathbandhan

ECI orders final prep for special 
roll revision

PM Modi to attend ASEAN-India 
Summit virtually on Oct 26

Commissioners Sukhbir 
Singh Sandhu and Vivek 
Joshi, the conference re-
viewed the progress made 
in mapping current electors 
with those from the previ-
ous SIR.

The Commission also held 
detailed one-on-one inter-
actions with CEOs from 
poll-bound States and UTs, 
including Assam, Tamil 

Nadu, Kerala, Puducherry, 
and West Bengal, address-
ing queries raised during 
presentations on the revi-
sion process.

The meeting followed an 
earlier review held on Sep-
tember 10, where States and 
UTs had presented data on 
elector counts and roll up-
dates from their last SIR 
exercises.

The move comes after 

CEC Gyanesh Kumar’s an-
nouncement of a nation-
wide SIR, following the 
completion of the revision 
in Bihar. As per the final 
roll there, the number of 
electors stands at 7.42 crore 
— down from 7.89 crore in 
June — with 65 lakh names 
deleted, 3.66 lakh found in-
eligible, and 21.53 lakh new 
voters added through Form 
6 applications.
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Railways expands Yatri Suvidha Kendras to 76 major stations

collapse until Congress ma-
triarch Sonia Gandhi inter-
vened. After consultations 
with party chief Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi, 
it was agreed that the party’s 
position in Bihar required a 
tactical course correction.

Rahul Gandhi entrusted 
the task to Ashok Gehlot, 
the former Rajasthan Chief 
Minister known for his 
crisis-management skills. 
Upon his arrival in Patna, 
Gehlot met with RJD chief 
Lalu Prasad Yadav, his son 
Tejashwi, and other alliance 
partners. Within 24 hours, 
he had stitched together a 
compromise, announcing 
Tejashwi as the CM face and 
Sahani as Deputy CM, and 
offering symbolic accom-
modation to the Left allies 
by promising ministerial 
representation if the alliance 
came to power.

Gehlot’s announcement, 
made at a packed joint press 
conference, was more than a 
procedural declaration — it 
was a message of reconcili-
ation. “Everyone should be 
worried about the condi-
tion of the country,” he said, 
flanked by leaders from the 
Congress, RJD, CPI(ML), 
and VIP. “After consulting 
Kharge ji and Rahul ji, we 
have decided that Tejashwi 
Yadav will be the Chief 
Ministerial candidate for 
this election. He is young, 
committed, and represents 
the change that Bihar needs. 
The people will support 

him.” Gehlot accused the 
NDA government of under-
mining democratic values 
and weaponising institu-
tions, calling the coming 
election “a fight to save de-
mocracy.”

The decision effectively 
handed the leadership ba-
ton of the Mahagathband-
han to Tejashwi Yadav, 
who has been attempting 
to galvanise young and 
first-time voters under 
his “Rozgaar aur Sam-
man” (Employment and 
Dignity) plank. Address-
ing the media after his en-
dorsement, Tejashwi said 
the alliance’s goal was not 
merely to win power but 
to rebuild Bihar. “We, the 
people of Mahagathband-
han, do not just want to 
form a government. We 
want to make Bihar. Give 
us twenty months, and we 
will do what they couldn’t 
in twenty years. One en-
gine of the double-engine 
government is corrupt, the 
other criminal,” he said.

He accused the BJP of side-
lining Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar, claiming that Amit 
Shah’s repeated remark that 
legislators would decide the 
CM indicated that the JD(U) 
leader’s political future was 
uncertain. “This will be Ni-
tish Kumar’s last election. 
The BJP has already decided 
to discard him after the re-
sults,” he said.

Political observers be-
lieve the Congress’s deci-
sion, though belated, is a 
strategic gamble that could 

redefine its approach to alli-
ances elsewhere. If the Bihar 
experiment succeeds, the 
model could extend to Ut-
tar Pradesh, where Sama-
jwadi Party chief Akhilesh 
Yadav is keen for a similar 
acknowledgment from the 
Congress. The move also re-
flects Sonia Gandhi’s contin-
ued influence over crucial 
electoral decisions, espe-
cially in states where Rahul 
Gandhi’s rigid approach has 
previously alienated allies.

The BJP, meanwhile, has 
mounted a strong counter-
offensive. Senior party 
leader and former Union 
Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad questioned Tejash-
wi’s credibility, citing his 
alleged involvement in the 
IRCTC scam and his father 
Lalu Prasad Yadav’s multi-
ple convictions in the fodder 
scam cases. “The people of 
Bihar know who developed 
the state. PM Modi and Nit-
ish Kumar will continue to 
lead the double-engine gov-
ernment,” Prasad said.

BJP president J.P. Nadda, 
addressing a rally in Vaish-
ali, described the upcoming 
polls as a choice between 
“vikas and vinash” — de-
velopment and destruction. 
He said Bihar had emerged 
from the “era of darkness” 
under the NDA and warned 
voters against returning 
to what he called the RJD’s 
“Jungle Raj.” Listing the 
government’s achievements, 
he cited the expansion of 
railway projects, construc-
tion of Amrit Bharat sta-

tions, development of four 
airports and ten new ones 
under construction, GST 
concessions for artisans, 
and the upliftment of 25 
crore people above the pov-
erty line through central 
welfare schemes.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Samrat Choudhary de-
scribed Tejashwi’s projec-
tion as “a shameful day for 
democracy,” while Union 
Minister Nityanand Rai 
called him “synonymous 
with corruption.” The 
NDA’s campaign, officials 
said, will now centre on 
contrasting “performance 
with promises,” with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
scheduled to launch his Bi-
har campaign from Samas-
tipur on Friday.

Independent MP Pappu 
Yadav, meanwhile, attempt-
ed to stir the pot by inviting 
Nitish Kumar to join the 
Opposition bloc, saying 
the BJP was “stabbing him 
from behind.” However, he 
also criticised the alliance 
for sidelining Congress’s 
image, saying, “Voting will 
happen on Rahul Gandhi’s 
picture, not anyone else’s.” 
His remarks underlined the 
underlying friction over vis-
ibility and leadership within 
the bloc.

Ja n  S u r a aj  f o u n de r 
Prashant Kishor, who has 
fielded candidates across 
all 243 seats, dismissed the 
announcement as a political 
gimmick. “If Lalu’s Jungle 
Raj returns, it’s obvious his 
son will be chief minister. 

What’s new about this?” 
he said at a rally in Siwan, 
adding that Bihar needed a 
“clean, alternative politics 
free of fear and favour.”

For the Congress, the Bi-
har development marks 
both a risk and a revival. 
The party has been a junior 
partner in the state for over 
two decades, struggling to 
hold relevance in a bipolar 
landscape dominated by 
the RJD and the NDA. By 
conceding the leadership 
mantle but asserting organ-
isational presence through 
Gehlot’s mediation, the Con-
gress hopes to reassert itself 
as a pragmatic, unifying 
force within the INDIA bloc.

The Bihar elections, to 
be held in two phases on 
November 6 and 11 with 
results on November 14, are 
shaping up to be a defining 
political contest ahead of 
the 2026 Uttar Pradesh and 
West Bengal polls. With the 
Opposition now rallying 
under a single face and the 
NDA banking on Modi–Ni-
tish continuity, the state is 
poised for one of its most 
polarised and high-stakes 
battles in years.

As the dust settles on the 
day’s dramatic announce-
ment, one thing is clear: 
Ashok Gehlot’s intervention 
has altered the texture of 
the Bihar race. From stale-
mate to strategy, from rift 
to resolve, the Mahagath-
bandhan has finally found 
its face. Whether it can find 
victory will be known on 14 
November.

Partnership. The MEA de-
scribed ASEAN as a “key 
pillar” of India’s Act East 
Policy and Indo-Pacific vi-
sion.

On October 27, External 
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar will represent India at 
the 20th East Asia Summit 
in Kuala Lumpur, which 
will focus on challenges to 
peace, stability, and pros-
perity in the Indo-Pacific, 
along with broader re-
gional and global develop-
ments.

Prime Minister Modi 
earlier shared details of 
his conversation with his 
Malaysian counterpart, 
congratulating him on 
Malaysia’s ASEAN Chair-
manship and expressing 
optimism about deepening 

the ASEAN-India part-
nership. “Look forward to 
joining the ASEAN-India 
Summit virtually and to 
further deepening of the 
Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership,” Modi posted 
on X.

Confirming the develop-
ment, Anwar Ibrahim said 
Modi opted for a virtual 
presence due to the ongo-
ing Deepavali festivities. 
“I respect his decision and 
extend my greetings for a 
happy Deepavali to him 
and the people of India,” he 
said.

A nwa r  a l s o  u n de r -
lined Malaysia’s intent to 
strengthen bilateral rela-
tions with India, calling 
the country “an important 
partner in trade, invest-
ment, technology, educa-
tion, and regional security.” 

He reaffirmed Malaysia’s 
commitment to enhancing 
ASEAN-India cooperation 
for a peaceful and prosper-
ous region.

Meanwhile, in a separate 
development, US President 
Donald Trump announced 
an upcoming diplomatic 
tour of Malaysia, South 
Korea, and Japan, where he 
is scheduled to meet Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping. 
Trump confirmed the can-
cellation of a planned sum-
mit with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, citing a 
lack of progress in diplo-
matic talks.

“It didn’t feel right to me,” 
Trump said, adding that he 
hoped to use his meeting 
with Xi to explore solutions 
to the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict and discuss global en-
ergy and oil concerns.

Amit Shah launches Rs 805 cr 6-lane project

connectivity for key indus-
trial hubs such as Sanand 
and Viramgam and im-
prove traffic flow for long-

distance commuters head-
ing towards Surendranagar, 
Shankheshwar, Radhanpur, 
and Patan. 

It is also projected to re-
duce accidents, cut travel 

time, and save fuel. Fol-
lowing the ceremony, Shah 
and Patel interacted with 
Sanand residents and ex-
tended New Year greetings. 
The event was attended by 

MLA Kanubhai Patel, Dis-
trict Collector Sujeet Ku-
mar, District Development 
Officer Videh Khare, and 
several other officials and 
dignitaries.

Q3. 
India–Russia 

commercial ties are 
getting stronger. 

 Q2. 
After Trump’s changed 
tone, what is the likelihood 
the tariff dispute will be 
resolved soon?

   U.S. will remove 
tariffs on India

   India–U.S. trade 
deal soon

   Can’t say

  Yes 		    No

44%
31%

25%

The Daily Guardian survey on Oc-
tober 23 finds respondents split on 
Trump’s shift: 44% say he recognizes 

India’s importance, 43% credit Modi’s 
astuteness. Forty-four percent expect 
US tariff removal; 31% foresee a trade 

deal. India–Russia ties seen stronger. 
89% say Modi resists foreign pres-
sure; 57% report oil-import cuts.

Respondents see tougher posture and warmer ties

the Daily guardian  Survey on  Donald Trump on PM Modi

Q1. 
After Trump praised PM 
Modi, what explains any 

change in Trump’s stance 
toward India? (Your view)

 Q4. 
PM Modi has 
proved he neither 
fears nor bows to 
foreign pressure. 
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include Mumbai CSMT, 
Lokmanya Tilak Termi-
nus, Howrah, Sealdah, 
Patna, Darbhanga, Bhu-
baneswar, Anand Vihar 
Terminal, Nizamuddin, 
Kanpur, Mathura, Agra, 
Gorakhpur, Guwahati, 
Secunderabad, Tirupati, 

and Chennai Egmore.
Railway Board sources 

emphasize that all unau-
thorized entry points will 
be sealed, and strict bar-
ricading measures will be 
put in place. Only ticketed 
passengers will be allowed 
access, and they will be 
able to purchase unre-
served tickets at counters 

within the Yatri Suvidha 
Kendras.

The plan also includes 
the construction of Foot 
Over Bridges (FOBs), in-
stallation of CCTV camer-
as for crowd management, 
creation of War Rooms for 
monitoring, and the ad-
dition of modern digital 
communication systems 

such as walkie-talkies, an-
nouncement systems, and 
calling systems.

Additionally, all railway 
personnel and contractors 
will be issued new identifi-
cation cards to ensure that 
only authorized individu-
als can enter the stations.

For example, the newly 
developed Yatri Suvidha 

Kendra at New Delhi Sta-
tion spans 5,281 square me-
ters and includes 22 ticket 
counters, 25 Automatic 
Ticket Vending Machines 
(ATVMs), 17 CCTV cam-
eras, 5 luggage scanners, 
a Wi-Fi system, 120 seats, 
18 fans, an RO plant for 
drinking water, and rest-
rooms.

Representative image
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Every year, as the vi-
brant lights and joy-
ous spirits of Diwali 

sweep across the country 
and capital of India, another 
shadow quietly descends on 
the city a shadow of dense, 
toxic air that leaves its citi-
zens gasping for breath. 
The spectacle of fireworks 
and crackers during the 
festival of lights, intended 
to symbolize hope and the 
triumph of good over evil, 
unfortunately often her-
alds the onset of a pollution 
emergency. In 2025, the nar-
rative around green crack-
ers which was promoted as 
an environmentally friend-
ly solution once again fell 
short of transforming this 
grim reality. Examining 
the aftermath of Diwali, 
becomes imperative not 
under the lens of custom-
ary faith, but rather on the 
public health crisis that the 
festival’s celebration, in its 

current unchecked form, 
triggers.

Specially, Delhi’s air qual-
ity is highly susceptible to 
seasonal changes and hu-
man interventions. In Oc-
tober 2025, just before Di-
wali, the city’s Air Quality 
Index (AQI) hovered at an 
average of around 180-210, 
which, while higher than 
the WHO’s prescribed safe 
level, remained within the 
“moderate” to “poor” range 
due to the lingering effects 
of the monsoon.  However, 
within just 24 hours post-
Diwali occasion, monitor-
ing at several key locations 
recorded AQI spikes above 
400 with hazardous levels 
of PM2.5 and PM10 par-
ticles blanketing the city 
(as reported by various na-
tional media agencies). The 
burn-off from firecrackers, 
compounded by stagnant 
post-monsoon air and low 
wind speeds, creates a veri-

table gas chamber, trapping 
pollutants over the city for 
days.

In recent years, “green 
crackers” were introduced 
as a technological fix, 
promising a drastic reduc-
tion in harmful emissions. 
Approved by the Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR), these crack-
ers were claimed to emit up 
to 30% fewer pollutants and 
produce lower noise. Yet, 
the Diwali of 2025 proved a 
stark disappointment. Lack 
of effective regulation, mis-
labeling, and black-market 
sales quickly undermined 
any gains. The market flood-
ed with ordinary fireworks 
masquerading as green, 
while genuine green crack-
ers were either unavailable 
or not distinctly marked for 
consumers. Public percep-
tion further complicated 
matters. For many, the term 
“green cracker” became a fig 
leaf that assuaged eco-guilt 
but did not substantially 
alter behavior or environ-
mental outcome. The inten-
sity and volume of cracker 
use, coupled with the social 
prestige attached to large-
scale firework displays, 
rendered these supposed 
innovations ineffective at 
scale.

The consequences of post-
Diwali-induced pollution 
are both immediate and 
insidious. The post-occa-
sion smog contains not just 
particulate matter, but also 
noxious gases like sulfur 
dioxide, carbon monoxide, 
and nitrogen oxides, each 
with severe health impacts. 
Short-term effects include 
aggravated respiratory ill-
nesses, reduced lung func-

tion, eye irritation, and 
headaches. Over the long 
term, the increased expo-
sure to high pollution levels 
raises the risk of chronic 
respiratory diseases, car-
diovascular problems, and 
even impairs cognitive func-
tion in children. Environ-
mental damage extends be-
yond human health. Toxic 
metals and chemicals from 
firecracker residues, such 
as barium, strontium, and 
aluminum, contaminate 
water bodies and soil. The 
sudden spike in greenhouse 
gas emissions following Di-
wali offsets months’ worth 
of efforts to reduce the city’s 
carbon footprint.

At the heart of this issue 
lies a pressing legal and 
constitutional dilemma. 
Article 21 of the Indian 
Constitution guarantees 
the right to life, a right that 
by the Apex Court’s direc-
tive/interpretation encom-

passes the right to live in a 
clean, healthy environment. 
Article 14 enshrines equal-
ity before the law, ensuring 
that environmental hazards 
do not disproportionately 
affect the rights of vulner-
able populations. The state’s 
obligation is therefore not 
merely to permit celebra-
tion but to ensure that the 
manner of celebration does 
not infringe upon the fun-
damental rights of others. 
International human rights 
discourse also recognizes 
the right to a healthy en-
vironment as intrinsic to 
the realization of all other 
rights.

The Apex Court direc-
tives on firecracker sale and 
use, while well-intentioned, 
have struggled with imple-
mentation. The court’s re-
peated reminders for des-
ignated times and locations 
for firework use, loudness 
limits, and a ban on toxic 

substances have faced chal-
lenges in ground-level en-
forcement. The regulatory 
architecture has been com-
plicated by the fragmenta-
tion of responsibility be-
tween municipal, state, and 
central authorities. Delhi’s 
pollution crisis post-Diwali 
starkly illustrates how so-
cietal practices, however 
well-rooted in culture, must 
continually evolve to reflect 
these normative shifts.

The legal and policy ma-
chinery will remain inef-
fective unless fueled by a 
sense of individual and col-
lective responsibility. The 
tendency to equate loud, 
grand fireworks with com-
munity prestige or social 
standing has, over the years, 
become deeply entrenched. 
This competitive spirit, 
unfortunately, manifests 
as a nuisance for society at 
large. This attitude needs an 
urgent rethink. The sound 

and spectacle may last an 
evening, but the toxic after-
glow lingers for days, some-
times weeks. Celebration 
should never come at the 
expense of collective well-
being. The environment is 
a shared trust, and citizens 
have a moral and constitu-
tional duty to protect it.

A multi-pronged ap-
proach to break the annual 
cycle of post-Diwali pollu-
tion is essential. 
•	 First, green crackers must 

not only be certified at the 
laboratory level but re-
quire mandatory licens-
ing at point-of-sale. Only 
those products that pass 
rigorous, transparent 
testing should reach the 
market. All other variet-
ies should be categori-
cally banned, and viola-
tions must attract heavy 
fines for both sellers and 
buyers. 

•	 Second, these legal stipu-
lations should be accom-
panied by strong enforce-
ment. The responsibility 
must not just lie with the 
government but should 
extend to local communi-
ties and residents’ welfare 
associations, who could 
oversee local implementa-
tion and raise awareness. 

•	 Third, mass campaigns, 
especially around the 
festive season, should 
highlight the collective 
cost of pollution and the 
grave impact on the most 
vulnerable. The narrative 
must shift from viewing 
restrained celebrations 
as a loss of culture to em-
bracing them as acts of 
environmental citizen-
ship. Pride should come 
not from louder and 

brighter fireworks, but 
from a shared commit-
ment to the greater good.

•	 Lastly, law enforcement 
must continue to innovate 
with emergency mea-
sures when AQI spikes, 
including temporary 
bans, traffic restrictions, 
and health advisories, 
activated not as punitive 
actions but as life-saving 
interventions in times of 
crisis.

Faith and festivity are vital 
threads in the social fabric, 
but so too is the right to 
breathe clean air. Ultimately, 
no law, policy, or technologi-
cal fix can succeed without 
a societal shift in attitude. 
The will to redefine pres-
tige from how much one 
can outdo their neighbors 
in fireworks to how much 
one can contribute to an 
environment fit for all is the 
need of the hour.  Respect-
ing tradition and ensuring 
the right to a healthful envi-
ronment are not mutually 
exclusive. The case study 
of Delhi’s post-Diwali air 
should serve as a clarion call 
to balance both, with collec-
tive action, legal rigor, and 
unwavering commitment 
to the spirit of the Constitu-
tion. Only then will the fes-
tival of lights truly become a 
celebration of life and not a 
harbinger of distress in one 
of the most polluted cities of 
Bharat.
B. N. S. Sriram, Assistant Pro-
fessor cum Research Scholar, 
Vignan Institute of Law, VF-
STR, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh. 
Dr. Partha Sarothi Rakshit Di-
rector cum Research Supervi-
sor, Vignan Institute of Law, 
VFSTR, Guntur, Andhra 
Pradesh.

As climate change intensi-
fies and cities expand be-
yond their designed capaci-
ties, the need for resilient, 
intelligent infrastructure 
has become critical. The 
next evolution in civil and 
urban engineering is being 
shaped by two revolution-
ary technologies, sensor 
networks and digital twins, 
which together promise to 
transform how we design, 
operate, and sustain the 
physical systems that un-
derpin modern life.

From bridges that report 
their own stress levels to 
power grids that predict 
and prevent failures, the in-
tegration of real-time sens-
ing with virtual simulation 
marks a defining shift in in-
frastructure management. 
The Foundation: 

Smart Sensing 
Networks

At the heart of this transfor-
mation lies the sensor net-
work, an intelligent mesh 
of interconnected devices 
that monitor environmental 
and structural parameters 
with remarkable precision. 
These sensors, embedded 
into bridges, roads, build-
ings, and power grids, 
continuously capture data 
on temperature, vibration, 
strain, humidity, pressure, 
and load distribution.

Unlike traditional instru-
mentation, modern sensor 
networks are built to com-
municate, analyse, and even 
make localised decisions. 
Through edge computing, 
they process information 
close to the source, reduc-
ing latency and bandwidth 
demands. This allows infra-
structure operators to detect 
anomalies, assess wear, and 
predict failures in real time.

A 2025 Nature Scientific 
Reports study found that 
integrating large-scale 
sensor networks into city 
infrastructure enables 
modeling of energy flows, 
environmental conditions, 
and emergency responses, 
creating adaptive, self-learn-

ing urban systems key to 
modern city management.

Digital Twins: The 
Virtual Counter-
part of Reality
A digital twin is a high-fidel-
ity, dynamic virtual model 
that mirrors a physical as-
set or system. Continuously 
updated through live sen-
sor data, it allows engineers 
and operators to visualize, 
simulate, and optimize per-
formance under varying 
conditions.

According to Automate.org, 
digital twins represent “the 
future of system optimiza-
tion and maintenance,” of-

fering unmatched visibility 
into asset conditions and 
performance trends. They 
not only reflect the current 
state of infrastructure but 
also enable simulation of po-
tential stress events , such as 
earthquakes, floods, or over-
loads , helping authorities 
prepare effective response 
strategies.

Bentley Systems has 
implemented digital twin 
platforms in global trans-
portation projects, inte-
grating design data, sensor 
feedback, and environmen-

tal modelling to enhance 
safety, minimise mainte-
nance downtime, and opti-
mise traffic in smart cities, 
resulting in lower costs and 
improved resilience against 
diverse infrastructure chal-
lenges. 

Resilient Energy 
Systems through 
Digital Twins
Nowhere is the convergence 
of sensors and digital twins 
more crucial than in energy 
infrastructure. As reported 
by EE Power (2024), Sie-
mens Energy has been de-
veloping AI-powered digital 
twins for electric grids to en-

hance resilience and reduce 
wildfire risk. These virtual 
models combine data from 
IoT sensors, satellite imag-
ery, and weather analytics to 
predict faults and optimise 
grid operation.

In regions susceptible to 
wildfires like California and 
Australia, digital twins sim-
ulate conditions like heat 
dispersion and vegetation 
proximity, enabling pro-
active shutdowns of risky 
grid segments, effectively 
protecting lives and the en-
vironment through predic-

tive digital technology.
Similarly, in power genera-

tion, digital twins are being 
deployed across thermal 
and renewable plants. A 
report by Power Info Today 
highlights how these mod-
els optimise plant efficiency 
by tracking turbine vibra-
tion, boiler temperature, 
and emission rates in real 
time. The twin can fore-
cast component fatigue, 
suggest operational adjust-
ments, and even simulate 
the impact of maintenance 
decisions before they are 
executed.

EY insights on util-
ity transformation reports 
digital twins boost vis-
ibility, outage management, 
renewable integration, and 
could improve utility opera-
tional efficiency by 15–20%, 
while significantly reducing 
unplanned downtime.

Applications 
Beyond Power: 
Transport, Water, 
and Construction
In transportation, digital 
twins are reshaping how 
we plan and maintain infra-
structure. Intelligent trans-
port systems now incorpo-
rate twins that simulate road 
usage patterns, track wear, 
and optimize maintenance 
schedules. Bentley Systems’ 
twin-enabled highway and 
rail projects have demon-
strated reduced disruptions 
and more accurate budget 
forecasting , an essential 
advantage for public infra-
structure investments.

Water management is 

another emerging frontier. 
Sensor-based monitoring 
of pipelines, reservoirs, and 
treatment plants, when in-
tegrated with digital twins, 
allows early leak detection, 
contamination tracking, 
and supply optimization. 
The MDPI Infrastructures 
Journal’s special issue on 
smart infrastructure noted 
that sensor-based hydrau-
lic twins can simulate stress 
propagation in water sys-
tems. 

Even in structural engi-
neering, digital twins are 
redefining inspection and 
maintenance. By integrat-
ing strain, displacement, 
and vibration sensors into 
bridges and buildings, en-
gineers can visualize stress 
distribution and fatigue in 
real time.

Challenges 
on the Road to 
Implementation
Despite the clear potential, 
several challenges persist. 
Interoperability remains a 
central issue. Data collected 
from diverse sensors, often 
using proprietary protocols, 
must be standardised to 
feed coherent digital mod-
els. Open data frameworks 
and common modelling on-
tologies are essential to over-
come this fragmentation.

Cybersecurity is another 
pressing concern. As sensor 
networks and twins become 
critical to national infra-
structure, they also present 
potential targets for cyber-
attacks. Robust encryption, 
network segmentation, and 

real-time intrusion detec-
tion systems are essential to 
maintaining data integrity 
and operational trust.

Financially, high initial 
costs of deployment can de-
ter investment, especially 
in developing economies. 
However, experts argue 
that the long-term savings, 
through reduced failures, 
lower maintenance costs, 
and extended asset life, far 
outweigh the upfront ex-
penditure.

The Future: 
Towards Self-
Adaptive 
Infrastructure
Looking ahead, infrastruc-
ture is set to evolve from 
merely “smart” to self-
adaptive. With advances 
in AI, 6G connectivity, and 
cloud-edge integration, 
digital twins will become 
fully autonomous systems 
capable of self-optimisation 
and decentralised decision-
making.

Imagine bridges that au-
tonomously adjust load 
distribution under heavy 
traffic, or power grids that 
reroute energy in response 
to outages, all orchestrated 
by interconnected digital 
twins. 

The path forward requires 
collaboration across dis-
ciplines, civil engineering, 
computer science, and data 
analytics. As climate ex-
tremes intensify and urban 
populations surge, resilient 
infrastructure will be the 
backbone of sustainable 
civilization.

Conclusion
The integration of sensor 
networks and digital twin 
technologies represents 
a transformative leap in 
how societies build, oper-
ate, and safeguard criti-
cal infrastructure. As the 
world confronts growing 
challenges, from extreme 
weather and urban conges-
tion to resource scarcity 
and ageing assets, the need 
for resilient, adaptive, and 
data-driven systems has 
never been more urgent.

Sensor networks serve as 
the sensory organs of mod-
ern infrastructure, provid-
ing continuous, real-time 
feedback on performance, 
safety, and environmental 
conditions. When combined 
with digital twins, the cogni-
tive brain of infrastructure, 
these systems create an in-
telligent ecosystem that can 
predict failures, simulate di-
saster responses, and guide 
evidence-based decision-
making. Success depends 
on strategic implementation 
and collaboration. Govern-
ments, engineers, and 
technology providers must 
work hand in hand. 

Ultimately, the vision is of 
a world where infrastruc-
ture is no longer passive but 
proactively intelligent where 
cities sense their own stress, 
utilities anticipate faults, 
and transportation net-
works adjust dynamically 
to demand. 

Shobhit Mohta, Assistant Pro-
fessor, Amity University Raj-
asthan.
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When Celebrations Turn Toxic: Bharat’s Battle 
with Air Pollution with Special Reference to Delhi

Through edge computing, they process 
information close to the source, reducing 
latency and bandwidth demands. 
This allows infrastructure operators 
to detect anomalies, assess wear, 
and predict failures in real time.

Smog Gun sprays water to control pollution levels as Air Quality worsens at Kartavaya Path, in 
New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI
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India’s 1.2‑million‑strong 
army is one of the world’s 
largest. For decades it 

relied on conventional bat‑
talions trained for infantry 
assaults and static defence; 
by 2025 it fielded 382 infan‑
try battalions of roughly 800 
soldiers each. These units, 
drawn from regiments with 
diverse cultural traditions, 
have fought across mountains 
and deserts. Today the secu‑
rity environment is changing 
rapidly because of drones, 
precision‑guided weapons 
and cyber threats. Facing 
a simultaneous challenge 
from Pakistan and China 
and persistent insurgencies, 
the army has embarked on a 
major modernisation, creat‑
ing Bhairav battalions to pro‑
vide rapid‑strike capabilities. 
This essay recounts how the 
army accumulated 382 bat‑
talions, examines the Bhai‑
ravs’ purpose and structure 
and considers why the last 
pre‑Bhairav unit—the Sikkim 
Scouts—was raised. 

The legacy of 
382 Infantry 
Battalions
When British India was par‑
titioned in 1947, the Indian 
Army inherited about 200 
battalions. Decades of wars 
with Pakistan and China, 
integration of princely states 
and counter‑insurgency 
operations led to the raising 
of numerous units; by the 
mid‑1970s the number had 
reached around 350. Subse‑
quent budgetary constraints 
slowed expansion, and by 
2025 the army fielded 382 
infantry battalions.

Each infantry battalion, 
commanded by a lieuten‑
ant colonel, has roughly 
800 soldiers organised into 
rifle companies, support 
elements and a headquar‑
ters. Battalions belong to 
regiments such as the Sikh 
Regiment or Gorkha Rifles, 
which recruit from specific 
communities and preserve 
distinct traditions.

Modernisation chal-
lenges

For decades these battal‑
ions were short of modern 
weapons. Procurement plans 
for new rifles and anti‑tank 
missiles languished, and in‑
fantrymen went to war with 
ageing INSAS rifles. Lessons 
from the Kargil War in 1999 
and clashes along the Line of 
Actual Control highlighted 
the need for better surveil‑
lance equipment, night‑vision 
devices and precision weap‑
ons. The rise of drones and 
loitering munitions in global 
conflicts underscored the 
vulnerability of static forces. 
By 2025 this equipment gap 
spurred the army to prioritise 
modernising its infantry.

Transformation initia-
tives

In October 2025 the army 
launched a sweeping pro‑
gramme to upgrade all 382 
infantry battalions. Lt‑Gen 
Ajay Kumar, Director Gen‑
eral of Infantry, announced 
the induction of new sniper 
rifles, carbines, machine 
guns, rocket launchers, 
anti‑tank missiles and soft‑
ware‑defined radios. Each 
battalion would also field an 
“Ashni” drone platoon of 20–
25 specialists equipped with 
first‑person‑view drones 
and loitering munitions, 
signalling the integration 
of unmanned systems into 
the lowest tactical level. 

What are Bhairav 
Battalions?
The most striking feature 
of the transformation is 
the creation of Bhairav bat‑
talions—specialised light 
commando units intended 
to bridge the gap between 
conventional infantry and 
the elite Para‑Special Forces. 
Named after a fierce aspect of 
Shiva, they symbolise speed 
and psychological domi‑
nance. The Bhairavs provide 
a rapid‑strike capability with‑
out diverting small Para units 
from strategic missions.

Each Bhairav battalion 
has around 250 soldiers—a 
lean force compared with an 
800‑strong infantry unit. 
Personnel come from the 
infantry and supporting 
arms such as artillery, sig‑
nals and air defence, creating 
a multi‑arm team. Organised 
into a headquarters and as‑
sault platoons, the battalions 
carry modern carbines, rocket 
launchers, anti‑tank missiles 
and backpack‑launched loi‑
tering munitions. Their light 

equipment and all‑terrain ve‑
hicles emphasise speed and 
stealth, and integrated drone 
teams provide situational 
awareness and precision 
strike capability.

Lieutenant‑General Ajay 
Kumar explained that 
Bhairav battalions are 
being raised to conduct 
high‑impact, cross‑border 
operations and free up Pa‑
ra‑Special Forces for stra‑
tegic missions. India faces 
simultaneous threats on 
its western and northern 
borders, and the Line of 
Control with Pakistan and 
the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) with China have seen 
rising skirmishes. Conven‑
tional infantry units oper‑
ate in larger formations and 
are designed for sustained 
ground holding, while spe‑
cial forces conduct clandes‑
tine strikes. Bhairav units 
occupy the middle ground: 
they can execute swift, lethal 
raids, reconnaissance mis‑
sions and disruption opera‑
tions but are not necessarily 
tasked with the high‑risk, 
strategic sabotage missions 
reserved for Para‑SF. Their 

lean structure means they 
can be inserted quickly, 
hit high‑value targets and 
withdraw before the enemy 
can react.

The Indian Army also wants 
a tech‑savvy, network‑centric 
force. The Bhairav units inte‑
grate drones and electronic 
warfare, reflecting lessons 
from recent conflicts. As mul‑
tiple Indian and foreign ana‑
lysts have noted, the army’s 
transformation emphasises 
mobility, lethality, battlefield 
transparency, situational 
awareness and survivability. 
Bhairav battalions represent 
an operational expression of 
those priorities.

Bhairav soldiers are drawn 
from the infantry and sup‑
porting arms and undergo 
intense training at special 
forces schools. Their sylla‑
bus covers commando tactics, 
mountain and urban warfare, 
explosives, communications 
and drone operations, includ‑
ing first‑person‑view drones. 
This technology‑heavy cur‑
riculum prepares them to 
work alongside artillery and 
air‑defence elements for pre‑
cision strikes.

Deployment and area of 
operations

By October 2025 five 
Bhairav battalions were op‑
erational, each attached to a 
different corps—covering the 
northeast, deserts, Ladakh 
and the Kashmir Valley. Two 
more units are reportedly de‑
ployed in other sensitive sec‑
tors. The army plans to raise 
25 Bhairav battalions so that 
every operational corps has a 
dedicated rapid‑strike unit.

Difference from existing 
formations

Bhairav battalions differ 
from Ghatak platoons—
20‑man assault teams organic 
to each infantry battalion. 
Ghatak platoons perform 
company‑level raids and 
lead assaults but lack the 
specialised equipment and 
multi‑arm integration of 
Bhairav units. Lt‑Gen Kumar 
stressed that Ghatak platoons 
will continue to exist, while 
Bhairav units have a broader 
scope and higher firepower. 
Similarly, while the Para‑SF 
remain India’s tip of the spear 
for deep penetration and 
strategic missions, Bhairav 
battalions free the Para units 

to focus on high‑risk tasks by 
taking on cross‑border raids, 
sabotage and high‑value tar‑
get elimination. Each Bhairav 
battalion also incorporates 
drone platoons, whereas 
Para‑SF operate in smaller 
teams and rely on air support 
for insertion. 

Indian Army 
origins
The Indian Army traces its 
lineage to the presidency 
armies of the British East 
India Company and fought 
with distinction in the World 
Wars. After independence in 
1947 the force was divided 
between India and Paki‑
stan. The nascent Indian 
Army quickly found itself 
defending the princely state of 
Jammu and Kashmir against 
Pakistani tribal militias; the 
1947‑48 Kashmir War ended 
with a UN‑mandated cease‑
fire line, and the army raised 
new mountain units to guard 
the high passes. Subsequent 
decades saw a succession of 
conflicts that shaped the 
force. The 1962 Sino‑Indian 
War revealed deficiencies in 
mountain warfare and led to 
a major expansion of high‑al‑
titude divisions; the 1965 and 
1971 Indo‑Pak Wars prompt‑
ed mechanisation and inte‑
grated land–air operations, 

with the 1971 war resulting in 
the birth of Bangladesh and 
demonstrating India’s ability 
to conduct joint operations. 
The 1999 Kargil War, in which 
India suffered around 1,500 
casualties, underscored the 
importance of surveillance, 
precision fire and specialised 
units for high‑altitude com‑
bat. Counter‑insurgency cam‑
paigns in Punjab, Kashmir 
and the northeast added a 
need for specialised com‑
mando platoons and deep‑
ened the army’s experience 
in irregular warfare.

Modern challenges and 
reforms

In the 21st century the In‑
dian Army contended with 
cross‑border terrorism, 
Chinese encroachments and 
rapid technological change. 
The Galwan Valley clashes of 
2020 highlighted the need for 
swift reinforcement of remote 
outposts. Recognising these 
pressures, Chief of Army Staff 
General Upendra Dwivedi 
launched a Decade of Trans‑
formation (2023–2032) aimed 
at integrating unmanned sys‑
tems, improving networked 
communications and creat‑
ing modular, combined‑arms 
units such as Rudra Brigades, 
Shaktibaan artillery units and 
Divyastra drone regiments. 
Bhairav battalions are a key 

element of this broader re‑
form effort. 

The Last Infantry 
Battalion Before 
Bhairav: Sikkim 
Scouts
Before the Bhairav initiative, 
the last major infantry unit 
the army created was the 
Sikkim Scouts. Raised on 
24 May 2013 as part of the 
11th Gorkha Rifles, this bat‑
talion embodied the “sons of 
the soil” concept—recruiting 
hardy local youth to defend 
their own high‑altitude ter‑
rain. Like the Ladakh and 
Dogra Scouts, the Sikkim 
Scouts were formed to guard 
the Sino‑Indian border in Sik‑
kim; their troops are acclima‑
tised to the mountains and 
understand local languages. 
The unit’s mission is border 
surveillance and rapid re‑
sponse to incursions, distin‑
guishing it from the Bhairavs, 
which are designed for mobile 
offensive operations across 
multiple sectors. 

Why Bhairav now? 
The army’s decision to raise 
Bhairav battalions reflects 
multiple pressures. On the 
modern battlefield, drones 
and precision‑guided weap‑
ons enable small units to in‑
flict disproportionate dam‑

age; integrating UAVs and 
loitering munitions allows 
Bhairav teams to hit high‑val‑
ue targets without massing 
troops. The army also faces 
the challenge of defending 
two active fronts against Paki‑
stan and China; positioning 
Bhairav units under different 
corps provides rapid‑strike 
capabilities tailored to lo‑
cal terrain. These units are 
designed to handle tacti‑
cal cross‑border raids and 
reconnaissance, tasks that 
would otherwise fall to the 
overstretched Para‑Special 
Forces. By bridging the gap 
between regular infantry and 
elite commandos, Bhairav 
battalions fit into the broader 
Decade of Transformation, 
which advocates modu‑
lar, networked formations 
such as Rudra Brigades and 
Divyastra drone regiments. 

Implications and 
future outlook
The modernisation of India’s 
382 infantry battalions and 
the raising of Bhairav units 
mark a paradigm shift in 
Indian military strategy. 
By placing drone platoons 
in every infantry battalion 
and forming commando bat‑
talions with integrated artil‑
lery, signals and air‑defence 
detachments, the army is 
preparing for a multi‑domain 
battlefield. These lean units 
can execute raids across the 
Line of Control or LAC and 
neutralise enemy positions. 
Yet, as Lt‑Gen Ajay Kumar 
emphasised, “boots on the 
ground will always be rel‑
evant because victory … will 
continue to be measured in 
the amount of land captured”. 
The reforms therefore com‑
plement rather than replace 
conventional units; the army 
must sustain investment in 
basic soldier gear while de‑
veloping the specialised skills 
and doctrines needed to make 
Bhairav units effective.

Each battalion would also field 
an “Ashni” drone platoon of 
20–25 specialists equipped 
with first‑person‑view drones 
and loitering munitions, 
signalling the integration 
of unmanned systems into 
the lowest tactical level.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

During the Burma campaign, Indian battalions bore the brunt of jungle fighting. This wartime 
image shows soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Rajput Regiment preparing for patrol on the 
Arakan front in 1944.

The High Altitude Warfare School (HAWS) in Gulmarg, Jammu and Kashmir, trains infantry 
battalions for operations on Himalayan frontiers.

The photograph from the Imperial War Museum shows Indian troops embarking for Kilwa in German East Africa in October 1917.

Indian Army’s Footprints: 382 
Infantry Battalions and the Rise of 
the Bhairav Commando Units

historically speakingthe daily guardian review
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DRA Homes launches iHEART, Chennai’s 
first branded sea-view residences on OMR

Renowned for trust and 
design excellence, DRA 
Homes, the fast-emerging 
Indian real estate pride 
brand from Chennai, to-
day announced the launch 
of DRA iHEART - Chen-
nai’s first branded sea-view 
residences in Navalur on 
OMR. Spanning 3.42 acres 
with 271 thoughtfully de-
signed homes along the 
main road, iHEART sets 
a new standard in living. 
The project integrates over 
650 carefully selected pre-
mium-standard products 
- from foundation materi-
als such as cement, steel 
and structural fittings to 

luxury brand finishes and 
amenities such as chrome 
fittings, designer tiles, 
high-end windows, stylish 
doors and an infinity-edge 
swimming pool. Together, 
DRA iHEART delivers an 
authentic luxury living 
experience in the INR 1.5 
to 2 crore segment, a first-
of-its-kind in Chennai.In a 
pioneering first for the In-
dian residential real estate 

sector, DRA Homes has 
partnered with Slate AI, a 
global leader in construc-
tion intelligence technol-
ogy. This exclusive collab-
oration enables real-time 
monitoring throughout 
every stage of iHEART’s 
construction, ensuring 
quality, transparency and 
timely project delivery. 
By harnessing AI-driven 
analytics and predictive 

insights, DRA Homes 
demonstrates its forward-
thinking commitment, 
becoming the first Indian 
developer to integrate this 
advanced platform in a 
residential project.

The project features spa-
cious 3 and 4 BHK homes 
(1,595-2,927 sq. ft.) with 
select units including 
dedicated maid rooms. 
All homes are  Vastu-
compliant and designed 
for comfort, elegance and 
functionality within a 
Basement + Stilt + 19-floor 
structure that offers pan-
oramic sea views.Com-
menting on the launch, 
Mr. Ranjeeth Rathod, 
Managing Director, DRA 
Homes said, «We are ex-

cited to launch Chennai›s 
first branded residences in 
the luxury segment, com-
bining premium-standard 
construction with luxury 
brand finishes. iHEART 
delivers a distinctive life-
style experience in the 
Rs. 1.5 to 2 crore range, 
fulfilling the luxury living 
aspirations of to-be afflu-
ent families. Partnering 
with Slate AI ensures we 
maintain the highest qual-
ity standards and timely 
delivery.»Strategically lo-
cated on the main road of 
Navalur, DRA iHEART 
offers unmatched con-
nectivity to Chennai›s IT 
hubs, educational institu-
tions, healthcare facilities, 
vibrant entertainment 

centres, and the ECR beach 
just a short drive away. To-
gether, iHEART makes it a 
perfect choice for combin-
ing luxury living, work, 
lifestyle and leisure in one 
location. The project un-
derscores DRA Homes› 
unwavering commitment 
to trust, transparency and 
exceptional quality, ensur-
ing residents make a last-
ing investment in a home 
of pride and value.DRA, 
with an impressive legacy 
of 40 years, has become a 
trusted name in the real 
estate industry, delivering 
world-class projects across 
Chennai. With more than 
12,000 satisfied customers 
DRA is synonymous with 
trust.

TBG NETWORK 
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AVP Infracon Limited, a 
leading infrastructure devel-
opment company with over 
15 years of execution excel-
lence, delivered its best-ever 
half-year performance in 
H1 FY26, marking a defin-
ing milestone in its growth 
journey. The company has 
grown exponentially post-
IPO, supported by strong 
project execution, disci-
plined bidding, and diver-
sification into new sectors.
The period was marked by 
multiple high-value project 
wins across Tamil Nadu 
and other states, along with 
continued operational ex-
pansion, reinforcing AVP’s 
position as one of India’s In-
dia’s emerging EPC players.
Performance Highlights-H1 
FY26 marks the best-ever 
half-year performance in 
the company’s history.- 
Standalone turnover dou-
bled in H1 FY26 compared 
to H1 FY25, driven by ro-
bust execution and efficient 
project management.- The 
growth reflects AVP’s con-
tinued focus on stakeholder 
wealth maximization, mar-
ket expansion, and meet-
ing infrastructure demand 

across its core business seg-
ments.- Strong operational 
momentum supported by 
disciplined bidding, on-time 
delivery, and diversification 
into solar and private sector 
EPC projects.Healthy Order 
Book and Pipeline- Order 
Book (as of 30 Sept 2025): 
Approx Rs  300 Cr (unex-
ecuted value)- Bid Pipeline: 
Rs  1500- 2000 Cr worth 
of projects under evalua-
tion- Execution Visibility: 
18-24 months with strong 
H2 ramp-up expectedRo-
bust Order InflowDuring 
the first half of FY26, AVP 
Infracon Limited recorded 
a robust order inflow of ~Rs  
124 Cr, securing five major 
infrastructure contracts 
across highways, bridges, 
and industrial projects. The 
wins underscore AVP’s 
execution strength and its 
reputation as a trusted EPC 
partner for government and 
institutional clients.Key Or-
ders Secured in H1 FY26:- 
Rs 39.02 Cr - Performance-

based maintenance contract 
for highways (C&M Tanjore) 
from KCP Infra Limited- Rs  
16.23 Cr - Construction of a 
Road Over Bridge between 
Singanallur-Peelamedu 
for Highways NABARD 
& Rural Roads Circle, Sa-
lem- Rs  33.34 Cr - Infra-
structure development for 
South Parcel (OSBL) at 
Mappedu Multi-Modal Lo-
gistics Park from Reliance 
Mappedu MMLP Limited- 
Rs  10.63 Cr - Strengthen-
ing and overlaying works 
along NH-83 (Thanjavur-
Trichy section) awarded by 
NHAI, Madurai- Rs  24.61 
Cr - Creation of infrastruc-
ture facilities at SIPCOT 
Industrial Park, Manaparai 
from SIPCOTCollectively, 
these orders expand AVP’s 
sectoral footprint in road, 
bridge, and industrial infra-
structure projects, strength-
ening its visibility across 
Tamil Nadu’s key develop-
ment corridors and paving 
the way for future expan-
sion into new regions.War-
rant Issue to Strengthen 
Promoter ConfidenceThe 
Company also approved 
the issue of 20,00,000 con-
vertible warrants at Rs  200 
each, aggregating Rs  40 
Cr.- 75% (15,00,000 war-

rants) allocated to Mr D. 
Prasanna, Promoter- 25% 
(5,00,000 warrants) to five 
non-promoter investorsThis 
reflects strong promoter 
commitment and exter-
nal investor confidence in 
AVP’s long-term vision.Fu-
ture DirectionGeographical 
Expansion Beyond Tamil 
NaduAVP plans to strategi-
cally expand its operations 
into other states, targeting 
25-30% of FY26 revenue 
from outside Tamil Nadu 
while maintaining existing 
profit margins through se-
lective, conservative bidding.
Margin and Working Capital 
DisciplineManagement reit-
erated its intent to maintain 
FY25-level, even as the com-
pany scales operations and 
enters new states. The work-
ing capital strategy timely 
supplier payments and cost 
efficiency--is expected to 
support sustainable profit-
ability.Accelerating Solar 
EPC BusinessLaunched 
in January 2025, AVP’s so-
lar EPC division is actively 
building capabilities and 
bidding for larger projects to 
establish this as a long-term 
growth vertical.Selective 
Foray into Private and PSU 
ProjectsCurrently focused 
on government contracts.

AVP Infracon Limited – H1 FY26 
business performance update

Tamara Leisure Experi-
ences Pvt. Ltd. today an-
nounced the appointment 
of Ms. Shalini Warrier as 
Independent Director to its 
Board of Directors, further 
reinforcing the company’s 
focus on robust corporate 
governance and strategic 
growth.With over three de-
cades of leadership experi-
ence in the banking and fi-
nancial services sector, Ms. 
Warrier brings extensive 
expertise in financial man-
agement, digital transfor-
mation, and strategic gov-
ernance. Her appointment 
reflects Tamara’s commit-
ment to integrating strong 
financial oversight and 

future-ready governance 
practices as it continues to 
expand across the hospital-
ity and allied sectors.Ms. 
Warrier currently serves as 
Co-Promoter and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Gosree Fi-
nance Limited (GFL), a rap-
idly growing non-banking 
financial company (NBFC) 
based in Kochi, Kerala. Prior 
to this, she served as Execu-
tive Director on the Board of 
Federal Bank from January 
2020 to May 2025, where 
she led the bank’s retail op-
erations and digital banking 
initiatives. Her leadership in 
driving digital innovation 
and customer-centric trans-
formation positioned Fed-
eral Bank as a frontrunner 
in India’s evolving financial 
landscape.

Tamara Leisure appoints 
Shalini Warrier as 
Independent Director

Key tips for First-Time EV owners from VinFast

As India sees great numbers 
of households switching to 
electric cars, VinFast is step-
ping in to help first-time EV 
owners adapt to new rou-
tines in driving, charging, 
and maintenance.The num-
bers tell a story of momen-
tumIndia registered 115,800 
electric four-wheelers in 
fiscal year 2024-25, about 
15 percent more than the 
year before. That number 
signals perhaps the largest 
wave of households shift-
ing from petrol to electric 
cars so far. The rise is ex-
citing, but buying an EV is 
only the beginning. Owning 
one means new habits, from 
the way people drive to how 
they plan trips and maintain 
the vehicle. Automakers like 
VinFast are responding by 
building features into their 
cars that help new drivers 
adjust with less trial and 
error.Drive Smoothly, Save 
RangeDriving an EV is not 
simply a matter of pressing 
the pedal and expecting the 
same response as a petrol 
car. Electric motors deliver 
instant torque, which can 
tempt drivers to accelerate 
hard. Yet smooth driving 
is key to extracting the best 
range from a charge.Re-

generative braking, which 
recaptures energy when 
slowing down, works best 
when the driver anticipates 
traffic rather than relying 
on sudden stops. The les-
son is simple: steady inputs 
save energy.Most modern 
EVs come with multiple 
drive modes. Eco mode 
lightens steering effort and 
dials back power to extend 
range, especially useful 
in congested city streets. 
Normal mode balances effi-
ciency and responsiveness 
for mixed conditions. Sport 
mode sharpens handling 
and maximizes power, best 
reserved for highways or 
quick overtaking. 
Many new owners assume 
Sport is the “default” choice, 
but frequent use drains the 
battery faster than expect-
ed.Another habit worth 
building is pre-conditioning 
the car. 
By cooling or heating the 
cabin while plugged in, 
owners reduce the energy 
drawn from the battery 
once the trip begins. In hot 
Indian summers, this small 

step can preserve several 
kilometers of driving range.
VinFast has built these 
functions into the VF 6 and 
VF 7, pairing them with 
steering assist and suspen-
sion tuned for both urban 
traffic and longer journeys. 
The VF 7 also shows that 
efficiency and performance 
are not mutually exclusive. 
Its all-wheel-drive version 
accelerates from zero to 
100 kilometers per hour 
in 5.8 seconds, yet still al-
lows drivers to optimize 
range with the right set-
tings.Charge Wisely, Treat 
the Battery WellIf driving 
style is the first adjustment, 
charging habits are the 
second. Petrol drivers are 
used to filling a tank from 
empty. That mindset does 
not translate well to EVs. 
Batteries last longer when 
kept between 20 and 80 
percent charge for daily use. 
Allowing the pack to reach 
zero is a big “no-no”. Fast 
charging, meanwhile, is a 
valuable tool for road trips, 
but it should not become the 
default method. Overnight 
charging at home on a slow-
er connection is gentler and 
often cheaper.

Public charging also 
comes with a new form of 
etiquette. Once the car is 

topped up, drivers should 
move it so others can use the 
station. India’s network of 
public chargers is expand-
ing, yet access remains un-
even. Urban centers are 
seeing rapid installations, 
while many highways are 
still thinly covered. For first-
time owners, this means 
route planning matters. 
Checking apps before set-
ting out helps avoid range 
anxiety.VinFast equips its 
VF 6 and VF 7 with LFP 
battery cells, known for 
thermal stability, and a bat-
tery management system 
that balances charging and 
discharging for longev-
ity. Both models come with 
segment-leading warranties 
-10 years or 200,000 kilo-
meters for the VF 7, 7 years 
or 160,000 kilometers for 
the VF 6, and 10 years or 
200,000 kilometers of bat-
tery coverage for both-sup-
ported by durability testing 
already proven across more 
than 100,000 VinFast vehi-
cles worldwide. That level of 
coverage provides reassur-
ance for those still learning 
what “good charging habits” 
look like in practice.Main-
tain Regularly, Understand 
SafetyThe third adjustment 
comes in long-term owner-
ship. 

Nationwide Recognition for India’s Best 
DJs and DJanes at SOS Nitelife’s King of 
Mashups 2025 & Queen of Mashups 2025

In a heartfelt celebration of 
talent and dedication, SOS 
Nitelife one of India’s pre-
mier platforms promoting 
nightlife and entertain-
ment culture has hon-
oured India’s top DJs and 
Djanes city wise with spe-
cially crafted appreciation 
plaques. This initiative 
stands as a tribute to their 
relentless passion, creative 
excellence, and immense 
contributions to the art of 
music and live entertain-
ment.SOS Nitelife - Syn-
ergy of Services Nitelife 
Pvt. Ltd., conceptualised 
by Mr. Chand Seth, Chair-
man & Managing Director, 
has been a trailblazer in 
recognizing and promot-
ing India›s entertainment 
talent through its flagship 
properties, King of Mash-
ups & Queen of Mashups. 
The platform celebrates 
the India›s most talented 
and influential DJs and 
Djanes, acknowledg-
ing their role in shaping 
India’s vibrant nightlife 
and music scene.Over the 
years, King of Mashups 
and Queen of Mashups 
have evolved into highly 

respected recognitions 
within the Indian music 
fraternity. The 2025 edi-
tion continued this legacy 
by honouring the best DJ 
talent from across the na-
tion, individuals who have 
captivated audiences with 
their powerful perfor-
mances, innovative mash-
ups, and distinctive musi-
cal styles.Speaking on the 
occasion, Ms. Lina Ingle, 
Co-Founder & Director of 
SOS Nitelife- Synergy of 
Services Nitelife Pvt. Ltd, 
said:»At SOS Nitelife, we 
believe in celebrating the 
artists who bring life to 
music and energy to audi-
ences. King of Mashups 
and Queen of Mashups 
are not just titles, they 
are acknowledgments 
of hard work, creativ-
ity, and the spirit of music 
that unites people across 
boundaries.»This year, 
SOS Nitelife also proudly 
recognized DJ Aashika 
Mirza from Mumbai as 

the Best Djane of India 
2025, and DJ Aziz from 
Kolkata as the Best DJ of 
India 2025, honouring 
their exceptional artistry, 
nationwide influence, and 
contribution to India›s 
music culture.The awards 
were meticulously coordi-
nated by Ms. Sakshi Kurne 
- Senior Brand Manager 
ofSOS Nitelife, along with 
an eminent jury compris-
ing experts from the music 
and DJ fraternity, ensur-
ing a fair and credible se-
lection process that truly 
celebrated artistic excel-
lence.The recognition also 
highlights SOS Nitelife›s 
continued commitment 
to fostering India›s music 
and nightlife ecosystem 
by offering a credible plat-
form that values artistry, 
consistency, and innova-
tion.With over 24 years of 
experience and more than 
1,500 successful corporate 
events across India, based 
in Mumbai.

TBG NETWORK 
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Jio Financial Services 
Limited (JFSL), which 
caters to the core fi-

nancial needs of Indians 
through its simple, seam-
less and smart financial 
services offered through the 
JioFinance app, launched an 
innovative brand marketing 
campaign this Diwali, cen-
tered around the profound 
and resonant symbol of the 
‘Diya’.The film, which hon-
ours the intimate bonds of 
family and community that 
make this festival mean-
ingful, is entirely crafted 
using Generative AI, un-
derscoring the company’s 
commitment to leverag-
ing intelligent, tech-driven 
solutions designed to turn 
aspiration into action, and 
promise into progress.The 
campaign, titled “Har Ghar 
#KhushiyonKaDiya”, po-
sitions the Diya, the icon 
of the JioFinance app, as a 
symbol of warmth and new 
beginnings. It is a ray of 
hope that cuts through bar-
riers of geography, genera-
tions and socio-economic 

circumstance, akin to the 
financial services offered 
through JioFinance, which 
are designed for all Indians.

The film, produced by 

Mumbai-based creative 
agency EiPi Media, visually 
connects the gentle glow of 
the festive lamp--the first 
spark at dusk, laughter in 

the corridors--with the feel-
ing financial services should 
evoke: simple, reassuring, 
and built for the customer’s 
life.Surbhe S Sharma, CEO, 

Jio Finance Platform and 
Service Limited says, “For 
us at JioFinance, the Diya is 
more than just an app icon 
or a cultural motif; it is our 
promise to customers. It 
reflects what we stand for: 
quiet confidence and the 
clarity that better financial 
choices can illuminate our 
path to progress. By lever-
aging GenAI to bring this 
heartwarming story to life, 
we are demonstrating our 
commitment to leveraging 
technology as a force for 
good in our journey to de-
mocratise and simplify fi-
nancial services.”Jio Finan-
cial Services Limited (JFSL) 
is a Core Investment Com-
pany (CIC) registered with 
the Reserve Bank of India. 
As a new-age institution, 
JFSL operates a full-stack 
financial services ecosystem 
through customer-facing 
subsidiaries, including Jio 
Credit Limited, Jio Insur-
ance Broking Limited, Jio 
Payment Solutions Limited, 
Jio Leasing Services Lim-
ited, Jio Finance Platform 
and Service Limited, and 
Jio Payments Bank Limited.

Jio Financial unveils AI-generated Diwali 
brand film celebrating human connections
Jio Financial launches AI-powered Diwali campaign “Har Ghar #Khushi-
yonKaDiya” celebrating family, community, and financial empowerment.
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The film, which honours the intimate bonds of family 
and community that make this festival meaningful, is 
entirely crafted using Generative AI, underscoring the 
company’s commitment to leveraging intelligent, tech-
driven solutions designed to turn aspiration into action.
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Every year, as the vi-
brant lights and joy-
ous spirits of Diwali 

sweep across the country 
and capital of India, another 
shadow quietly descends on 
the city a shadow of dense, 
toxic air that leaves its citi-
zens gasping for breath. 
The spectacle of fireworks 
and crackers during the 
festival of lights, intended 
to symbolize hope and the 
triumph of good over evil, 
unfortunately often her-
alds the onset of a pollution 
emergency. In 2025, the nar-
rative around green crack-
ers which was promoted as 
an environmentally friend-
ly solution once again fell 
short of transforming this 
grim reality. Examining 
the aftermath of Diwali, 
becomes imperative not 
under the lens of custom-
ary faith, but rather on the 
public health crisis that the 
festival’s celebration, in its 

current unchecked form, 
triggers.

Specially, Delhi’s air qual-
ity is highly susceptible to 
seasonal changes and hu-
man interventions. In Oc-
tober 2025, just before Di-
wali, the city’s Air Quality 
Index (AQI) hovered at an 
average of around 180-210, 
which, while higher than 
the WHO’s prescribed safe 
level, remained within the 
“moderate” to “poor” range 
due to the lingering effects 
of the monsoon.  However, 
within just 24 hours post-
Diwali occasion, monitor-
ing at several key locations 
recorded AQI spikes above 
400 with hazardous levels 
of PM2.5 and PM10 par-
ticles blanketing the city 
(as reported by various na-
tional media agencies). The 
burn-off from firecrackers, 
compounded by stagnant 
post-monsoon air and low 
wind speeds, creates a veri-

table gas chamber, trapping 
pollutants over the city for 
days.

In recent years, “green 
crackers” were introduced 
as a technological fix, 
promising a drastic reduc-
tion in harmful emissions. 
Approved by the Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR), these crack-
ers were claimed to emit up 
to 30% fewer pollutants and 
produce lower noise. Yet, 
the Diwali of 2025 proved a 
stark disappointment. Lack 
of effective regulation, mis-
labeling, and black-market 
sales quickly undermined 
any gains. The market flood-
ed with ordinary fireworks 
masquerading as green, 
while genuine green crack-
ers were either unavailable 
or not distinctly marked for 
consumers. Public percep-
tion further complicated 
matters. For many, the term 
“green cracker” became a fig 
leaf that assuaged eco-guilt 
but did not substantially 
alter behavior or environ-
mental outcome. The inten-
sity and volume of cracker 
use, coupled with the social 
prestige attached to large-
scale firework displays, 
rendered these supposed 
innovations ineffective at 
scale.

The consequences of post-
Diwali-induced pollution 
are both immediate and 
insidious. The post-occa-
sion smog contains not just 
particulate matter, but also 
noxious gases like sulfur 
dioxide, carbon monoxide, 
and nitrogen oxides, each 
with severe health impacts. 
Short-term effects include 
aggravated respiratory ill-
nesses, reduced lung func-

tion, eye irritation, and 
headaches. Over the long 
term, the increased expo-
sure to high pollution levels 
raises the risk of chronic 
respiratory diseases, car-
diovascular problems, and 
even impairs cognitive func-
tion in children. Environ-
mental damage extends be-
yond human health. Toxic 
metals and chemicals from 
firecracker residues, such 
as barium, strontium, and 
aluminum, contaminate 
water bodies and soil. The 
sudden spike in greenhouse 
gas emissions following Di-
wali offsets months’ worth 
of efforts to reduce the city’s 
carbon footprint.

At the heart of this issue 
lies a pressing legal and 
constitutional dilemma. 
Article 21 of the Indian 
Constitution guarantees 
the right to life, a right that 
by the Apex Court’s direc-
tive/interpretation encom-

passes the right to live in a 
clean, healthy environment. 
Article 14 enshrines equal-
ity before the law, ensuring 
that environmental hazards 
do not disproportionately 
affect the rights of vulner-
able populations. The state’s 
obligation is therefore not 
merely to permit celebra-
tion but to ensure that the 
manner of celebration does 
not infringe upon the fun-
damental rights of others. 
International human rights 
discourse also recognizes 
the right to a healthy en-
vironment as intrinsic to 
the realization of all other 
rights.

The Apex Court direc-
tives on firecracker sale and 
use, while well-intentioned, 
have struggled with imple-
mentation. The court’s re-
peated reminders for des-
ignated times and locations 
for firework use, loudness 
limits, and a ban on toxic 

substances have faced chal-
lenges in ground-level en-
forcement. The regulatory 
architecture has been com-
plicated by the fragmenta-
tion of responsibility be-
tween municipal, state, and 
central authorities. Delhi’s 
pollution crisis post-Diwali 
starkly illustrates how so-
cietal practices, however 
well-rooted in culture, must 
continually evolve to reflect 
these normative shifts.

The legal and policy ma-
chinery will remain inef-
fective unless fueled by a 
sense of individual and col-
lective responsibility. The 
tendency to equate loud, 
grand fireworks with com-
munity prestige or social 
standing has, over the years, 
become deeply entrenched. 
This competitive spirit, 
unfortunately, manifests 
as a nuisance for society at 
large. This attitude needs an 
urgent rethink. The sound 

and spectacle may last an 
evening, but the toxic after-
glow lingers for days, some-
times weeks. Celebration 
should never come at the 
expense of collective well-
being. The environment is 
a shared trust, and citizens 
have a moral and constitu-
tional duty to protect it.

A multi-pronged ap-
proach to break the annual 
cycle of post-Diwali pollu-
tion is essential. 
•	 First, green crackers must 

not only be certified at the 
laboratory level but re-
quire mandatory licens-
ing at point-of-sale. Only 
those products that pass 
rigorous, transparent 
testing should reach the 
market. All other variet-
ies should be categori-
cally banned, and viola-
tions must attract heavy 
fines for both sellers and 
buyers. 

•	 Second, these legal stipu-
lations should be accom-
panied by strong enforce-
ment. The responsibility 
must not just lie with the 
government but should 
extend to local communi-
ties and residents’ welfare 
associations, who could 
oversee local implementa-
tion and raise awareness. 

•	 Third, mass campaigns, 
especially around the 
festive season, should 
highlight the collective 
cost of pollution and the 
grave impact on the most 
vulnerable. The narrative 
must shift from viewing 
restrained celebrations 
as a loss of culture to em-
bracing them as acts of 
environmental citizen-
ship. Pride should come 
not from louder and 

brighter fireworks, but 
from a shared commit-
ment to the greater good.

•	 Lastly, law enforcement 
must continue to innovate 
with emergency mea-
sures when AQI spikes, 
including temporary 
bans, traffic restrictions, 
and health advisories, 
activated not as punitive 
actions but as life-saving 
interventions in times of 
crisis.

Faith and festivity are vital 
threads in the social fabric, 
but so too is the right to 
breathe clean air. Ultimately, 
no law, policy, or technologi-
cal fix can succeed without 
a societal shift in attitude. 
The will to redefine pres-
tige from how much one 
can outdo their neighbors 
in fireworks to how much 
one can contribute to an 
environment fit for all is the 
need of the hour.  Respect-
ing tradition and ensuring 
the right to a healthful envi-
ronment are not mutually 
exclusive. The case study 
of Delhi’s post-Diwali air 
should serve as a clarion call 
to balance both, with collec-
tive action, legal rigor, and 
unwavering commitment 
to the spirit of the Constitu-
tion. Only then will the fes-
tival of lights truly become a 
celebration of life and not a 
harbinger of distress in one 
of the most polluted cities of 
Bharat.
B. N. S. Sriram, Assistant Pro-
fessor cum Research Scholar, 
Vignan Institute of Law, VF-
STR, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh. 
Dr. Partha Sarothi Rakshit Di-
rector cum Research Supervi-
sor, Vignan Institute of Law, 
VFSTR, Guntur, Andhra 
Pradesh.

As climate change inten-
sifies and cities expand 
beyond their designed 
capacities, the need for 
resilient, intelligent in-
frastructure has become 
critical. The next evolu-
tion in civil and urban en-
gineering is being shaped 
by two revolutionary 
technologies, sensor net-
works and digital twins, 
which together promise 
to transform how we de-
sign, operate, and sustain 
the physical systems that 
underpin modern life.

From bridges that re-
port their own stress 
levels to power grids that 
predict and prevent fail-
ures, the integration of 
real-time sensing with 
virtual simulation marks 
a defining shift in infra-
structure management. 
The Foundation: 
Smart Sensing 
Networks

At the heart of this trans-
formation lies the sensor 
network, an intelligent 
mesh of interconnected 
devices that monitor en-
vironmental and struc-
tural parameters with 
remarkable precision. 
These sensors, embed-
ded into bridges, roads, 
buildings, and power 
grids, continuously cap-
ture data on temperature, 
vibration, strain, humid-
ity, pressure, and load 
distribution.

Unlike traditional in-
strumentation, modern 
sensor networks are built 
to communicate, analyse, 
and even make localised 
decisions. Through edge 
computing, they process 
information close to the 
source, reducing latency 
and bandwidth demands. 
This allows infrastruc-
ture operators to detect 
anomalies, assess wear, 
and predict failures in 
real time.

A 2025 Nature Scientific 
Reports study found that 
integrating large-scale 
sensor networks into city 
infrastructure enables 
modeling of energy flows, 
environmental condi-
tions, and emergency 
responses, creating adap-
tive, self-learning urban 
systems key to modern 

city management.

Digital Twins: 
The Virtual 
Counterpart of 
Reality
A digital twin is a high-
fidelity, dynamic virtual 
model that mirrors a 
physical asset or system. 
Continuously updated 
through live sensor data, 
it allows engineers and 
operators to visualize, 
simulate, and optimize 
performance under vary-
ing conditions.

According to Automate.
org, digital twins repre-
sent “the future of sys-

tem optimization and 
maintenance,” offering 
unmatched visibility 
into asset conditions and 
performance trends. 
They not only reflect the 
current state of infra-
structure but also enable 
simulation of potential 
stress events , such as 
earthquakes, floods, or 
overloads , helping au-
thorities prepare effective 
response strategies.

Bentley Systems has 
implemented digital 
twin platforms in global 
transportation projects, 
integrating design data, 
sensor feedback, and en-
vironmental modelling to 

enhance safety, minimise 
maintenance downtime, 
and optimise traffic in 
smart cities, resulting in 
lower costs and improved 
resilience against diverse 
infrastructure challeng-
es. 

Resilient Energy 
Systems through 
Digital Twins
Nowhere is the conver-
gence of sensors and 
digital twins more cru-
cial than in energy infra-
structure. As reported by 
EE Power (2024), Siemens 
Energy has been develop-
ing AI-powered digital 

twins for electric grids 
to enhance resilience 
and reduce wildfire risk. 
These virtual models 
combine data from IoT 
sensors, satellite imagery, 
and weather analytics to 
predict faults and opti-
mise grid operation.

In regions susceptible 
to wildfires like Califor-
nia and Australia, digital 
twins simulate condi-
tions like heat dispersion 
and vegetation proxim-
ity, enabling proactive 
shutdowns of risky grid 
segments, effectively pro-
tecting lives and the envi-
ronment through predic-
tive digital technology.

Similarly, in power gen-
eration, digital twins are 
being deployed across 
thermal and renew-
able plants. A report by 
Power Info Today high-
lights how these models 
optimise plant efficiency 
by tracking turbine vi-
bration, boiler tempera-
ture, and emission rates 
in real time. The twin 
can forecast component 
fatigue, suggest opera-
tional adjustments, and 
even simulate the impact 
of maintenance decisions 
before they are executed.

EY insights on utility 
transformation reports 
digital twins boost visibil-
ity, outage management, 
renewable integration, 
and could improve util-
ity operational efficiency 
by 15–20%, while sig-
nificantly reducing un-
planned downtime.

Applications 
Beyond Power: 
Transport, Wa-
ter, and Con-
struction
In transportation, digital 
twins are reshaping how 
we plan and maintain in-
frastructure. Intelligent 
transport systems now 
incorporate twins that 
simulate road usage pat-
terns, track wear, and 
optimize maintenance 
schedules. Bentley Sys-
tems’ twin-enabled high-
way and rail projects have 
demonstrated reduced 
disruptions and more ac-
curate budget forecasting 
, an essential advantage 
for public infrastructure 
investments.

Water management is 

another emerging fron-
tier. Sensor-based moni-
toring of pipelines, res-
ervoirs, and treatment 
plants, when integrated 
with digital twins, al-
lows early leak detection, 
contamination tracking, 
and supply optimization. 
The MDPI Infrastructures 
Journal’s special issue 
on smart infrastructure 
noted that sensor-based 
hydraulic twins can sim-
ulate stress propagation 
in water systems. 

Even in structural en-
gineering, digital twins 
are redefining inspection 
and maintenance. By 
integrating strain, dis-
placement, and vibration 
sensors into bridges and 
buildings, engineers can 
visualize stress distribu-
tion and fatigue in real 
time.

Challenges 
on the Road to 
Implementation
Despite the clear poten-
tial, several challenges 
persist. Interoperabil-
ity remains a central is-
sue. Data collected from 
diverse sensors, often 
using proprietary pro-
tocols, must be stan-
dardised to feed coherent 
digital models. Open data 
frameworks and common 
modelling ontologies are 
essential to overcome this 
fragmentation.

Cybersecurity is an-
other pressing concern. 
As sensor networks and 
twins become critical to 
national infrastructure, 
they also present poten-
tial targets for cyberat-
tacks. Robust encryption, 

network segmentation, 
and real-time intrusion 
detection systems are 
essential to maintaining 
data integrity and opera-
tional trust.

Financially, high ini-
tial costs of deployment 
can deter investment, 
especially in developing 
economies. However, ex-
perts argue that the long-
term savings, through 
reduced failures, lower 
maintenance costs, and 
extended asset life, far 
outweigh the upfront ex-
penditure.

The Future: 
Towards 
Self-Adaptive 
Infrastructure
Looking ahead, infra-
structure is set to evolve 
from merely “smart” to 
self-adaptive. With ad-
vances in AI, 6G con-
nectivity, and cloud-edge 
integration, digital twins 
will become fully auton-
omous systems capable 
of self-optimisation and 
decentralised decision-
making.

Imagine bridges that 
autonomously adjust 
load distribution under 
heavy traffic, or power 
grids that reroute energy 
in response to outages, all 
orchestrated by intercon-
nected digital twins. 

The path forward re-
quires collaboration 
across disciplines, civil 
engineering, computer 
science, and data analyt-
ics. As climate extremes 
intensify and urban pop-
ulations surge, resilient 
infrastructure will be the 
backbone of sustainable 

civilization.
Conclusion
The integration of sensor 
networks and digital twin 
technologies represents 
a transformative leap in 
how societies build, op-
erate, and safeguard criti-
cal infrastructure. As the 
world confronts growing 
challenges, from extreme 
weather and urban con-
gestion to resource scar-
city and ageing assets, 
the need for resilient, 
adaptive, and data-driven 
systems has never been 
more urgent.

Sensor networks serve 
as the sensory organs of 
modern infrastructure, 
providing continuous, 
real-time feedback on 
performance, safety, and 
environmental condi-
tions. When combined 
with digital twins, the 
cognitive brain of infra-
structure, these systems 
create an intelligent eco-
system that can predict 
failures, simulate disas-
ter responses, and guide 
evidence-based decision-
making. Success depends 
on strategic implementa-
tion and collaboration. 
Governments, engineers, 
and technology providers 
must work hand in hand. 

Ultimately, the vision 
is of a world where in-
frastructure is no longer 
passive but proactively in-
telligent where cities sense 
their own stress, utilities 
anticipate faults, and 
transportation networks 
adjust dynamically to de-
mand. 
Shobhit Mohta, Assistant 
Professor, Amity University 
Rajasthan.

Building Future: Smart, resilient infrastructure through sensor 
networks and digital twin technologies

opinion
B. N. S. Sriram and 

Dr. Partha S. Rakshit

opinion
 Shobhit Mohta

When Celebrations Turn Toxic: Bharat’s Battle 
with Air Pollution with Special Reference to Delhi

Through edge computing, they process 
information close to the source, reducing 
latency and bandwidth demands. 
This allows infrastructure operators 
to detect anomalies, assess wear, 
and predict failures in real time.

Smog Gun sprays water to control pollution levels as Air Quality worsens at Kartavaya Path, in 
New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI



4
Facebook.com/thegoan@thegoanonlinelog on to thegoan.net The Goan E-Paper (Playstore/IOS) Instagram.com/thegoanonline

RNI: GOAENG/2015/65729. Printed and Published by: Sagar Lade on behalf of Prudent Media (Goa) Pvt. Ltd. Printed at: Elegant O�set Printers Pvt Ltd, Plot No 2/�/4, Thivim Industrial Estate,  Karaswada, Mapusa, Goa. Published at: Second Floor, Fourth Estate (Kamat Metropolis), St Inez, Panaji 
40� 00�. Editor: Joel Afonso (Responsible for selection of News under PRB Act).  All Rights Reserved. Ph: (08�2) 240 5950 or mail us at editor@thegoan.net 
Disclaimer: Except for the editorials above, all columns and letters represent the views of the concerned authors and do not necessarily reflect the view of The Goan Everyday’s Editor, Publisher and Owners.  

mail us at >> editor@thegoan.net

All wish to possess knowledge, but few, comparatively 
speaking, are willing to pay the price.

Juvenal

Uniting over voter list irregularities  
Will this issue act like glue for the Oppn parties in Maharashtra, 
and will they get traction among the public on the subject?  

The opposition parties in Mahar-
ashtra looked united like never 
before over the issue of some al-

leged irregularities in the voter lists in 
Maharashtra. 

This became the biggest political is-
sue in the state last week, as the Op-
position put up a united front, with 
the unlikely participant Raj Thackeray 
also choosing to join the delegation, 
which went to meet the state election 
commissioners in Mumbai to say that 
all doubts over this issue must get �xed 
before the big municipal elections in 
Maharashtra’s big cities like Mumbai, 
Thane, Navi Mumbai and Pune can be 
held.

Will this issue act like some glue for 
the opposition parties in Maharash-
tra, and will they get traction among 
the public on the subject? These are 
the big questions many are now ask-
ing.

Opposition announces large 
rally in Mumbai

We have not generally seen leaders 
like Raj Thackeray joining any politi-
cal delegation when they go to author-
ities to demand certain things.

But this time, that’s happened. 
Uddhav and Raj sat next to each oth-
er, as leaders from the Congress and 
Sharad Pawar’s NCP joined them to 
meet the state Election Commission-
ers (EC) to point out various discrep-
ancies in the voter lists across Maha-
rashtra. 

A similar thing was done by the Con-
gress party leader Rahul Gandhi in New 
Delhi a few weeks ago.

MNS Chief Raj Thackeray, later at a 
rally of his party, went to the extent of 
saying that his party will not allow civ-
ic polls to take place in the state until 
the discrepancies are �xed. 

This is now sounding like a seri-
ous issue, as the Opposition has an-
nounced a large rally to be taken out in 
Mumbai on Saturday. But will this help 
them galvanise the masses in their fa-
vour?

Discrepancies pointed out by 
the Opposition do exist

There is no doubt that the discrepan-
cies pointed out by the Opposition in 
voter lists, such as the deletion of names 
or that of hundreds of voters being reg-

istered at the same address, do exist. 
Prominent leaders, like former minister 
and NCP (SP) MLA Jayant Patil, have 
produced documentary evidence be-
fore the media. 

The State Election Commission 
should be coming out with the an-
nouncement of some serious in-
quiry into these matters, and seem-
ingly that is what has been ordered 
by the o�cials.

To balance out the situation that 
exists on the ground in various 
constituencies, one must say, in 
the EC’s favour, that with the lim-
itations that the organisation has 
in terms of not having enough full-
time sta�, always using govern-
ment sta� from other departments 
on deputation during the election 
period, and other limitations of re-
sources, the EC has many restric-
tions which can be seen and felt on 
the ground.

EC claims that not much is 
wrong with the lists

Some mistakes are bound to hap-
pen in a state like Maharashtra, where 
over nine crore voters have been reg-
istered. But the problem seems to be 
that the EC is in some sort of a denial 
mode.

Instead of assuring the complain-
ants that an inquiry will be held into 
the discrepancies, as alleged by the 
opposition parties, the EC is generally 
seen claiming that not much is wrong 
with the lists and they are asking the 
complainants to complete the formal-
ities.

Uncertainty continues over 
how alliances will shape

Whether the masses support the 
Opposition’s plan to take to the roads 
in Mumbai to protest against the 
problems related to voter lists will be 
clear on Saturday when the Congress, 
Sharad Pawar’s NCP, Uddhav Thac-

keray’s Shiv Sena and Raj Thacker-
ay’s MNS will take out a rally in the 
state capital.

The big question many are ask-
ing is: why have Raj and Uddhav 
not announced a formal alliance 
till now? And, whether they will get 
into some kind of seat-sharing in 
the Mumbai Metropolitan Region, 
or MMR, to take on the ruling party 
alliance?

No clarity over key issues 
ahead of civic polls

On the other side of the political di-
vide, what was seen this week was the 
uncertainty continuing over how alli-
ances will shape in various large cities 
of Maharashtra during the upcoming 
civic polls. 

In Pune, some members of Eknath 
Shinde’s Shiv Sena were seen attack-
ing a BJP leader and Union minister, 
while a member of Ajit Pawar’s NCP 
was seen targeting BJP Rajya Sabha 
MP Medha Kulkarni over another mat-
ter.

The overall indications are that the 
alliances on both sides of the political 
divide are not sure about how they are 
going to enter the civic poll season, 
and there is uncertainty over many 
issues.

Pressure on parties from  
activists to go solo

The pressure from the activists of 
the ruling BJP on their state leader-
ship is to go solo in cities like Thane 
and Pune, and no decision has 
been taken on that front, but some 
sources inside the BJP are con�dent 
that the sa�ron alliance will go for 
a seat-sharing formula in the BMC 
polls. 

In all, it seems like this is the season 
of changing dynamics and uncertain-
ty among the alliances on both sides 
of the political divide!

                                                          — FPJ

Some mistakes 
are bound to 
happen in a 
state like Ma-
harashtra. But
the problem 
seems to be 
that the EC is in 
some sort of a 
denial mode  
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ly, the BJP itself mirrors a one-man, 
centrally controlled structure guided by 
the RSS. Decisions are imposed from 
the top, and dissent is swi�ly silenced. 
Regional parties are lured into allianc-
es through inducements, while tickets 
are granted to loyalists and family 
members. 
In Goa, BJP’s “family rule” is evident, 
with the Lobos, Ranes, and Monser-
rates holding key posts. Having ruled 
for seven decades, Congress became 
synonymous with power. The BJP now 
follows a similar path—leaving one to 
wonder how long its dominance will 
last.

NELSON LOPES, Chinchinim

Service extensions for 
govt sta� must stop
The recent judgement by the High 
Court forbidding extensions in service 
for government o�cials a�er their 
retirement is most welcome by all and 
sundry. 
Giving extension to these deadwood 
stalls the promotional prospects of 
young and deserving and energetic 
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Colvenkars can make positive 
di�erence to their village
Goa is boiling with many issues, one criti-
cal one is the destruction of our beautiful 
villages including issues of depleting 
water tables, sewage, garbage, crime, 
power outage/issues, pollution etc.  The 
Goa BJP government’s priority is only to 
maximize “wealth’ of the ruling minis-
ters/MLAs and their respective political 
party, in order to get “brownie” points 
from Central BJP leaders.  
Land conversion/construction licences 
are indiscriminately given by TCP Minis-
try, without taking into account, the neg-
ative e�ect on the villages; in many cases 
proper checks are not done before issu-
ing permissions and even illegalities are 
blatantly allowed; Panchayats in spite of 
having powers to push back are blindly 
allowing this mindless destruction.
 I think Goan villagers must increasing-
ly take interest in how their respective 
village is governed particularly by their 
respective panchayats and contribute 
to the sustainable development of their 
respective village. 
In view of the above, I request all Colven-
kars to attend the gram sabha on this 
coming Sunday. Together we can make 
a positive di�erence to our beautiful 
village.

ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

BJP’s association with  
family rule evident in Goa
The BJP’s o�-repeated slogan branding 
Congress as a “family-run party” is los-
ing its sting. The Congress, shaped by 
Indira Gandhi, was a coalition of splin-
ter groups united for political survival. 
Over time, all assets and the legacy of 
the original Indian Natonal Congress 
merged into her faction, now recog-
nised as the Congress Party. Ironical-

candidates. These guys who are sup-
posed to be senior citizens are drawing 
7th pay commission salaries just sitting 
in airconditioned chambers with limited 
mobility. I sincerly hope the govern-
ment’s Personnel Dept will abide by the 
High Court order and end the practice of 
o�ering extensions in service otherwise 
they can be hauled up for contempt of 
court.

LUCAS D’SOUZA, Verna

Caste system in our country 
needs to be dismantled
There is lot of debate in our country over 
caste-based reservations -- who gets 
what and who is le� out -- must end 
once for all . Why should leaders such 
as Chagan Bhujbal oppose Maratha 
reservation,  and why did Marathas seek 
inclusion in OBC quota?  
I feel the very idea of caste-based res-
ervation has outlived it’s very purpose.  
If a�rmative action on improving the 
status  should continue,  it should be 
based  on economic  need criteria not 
caste based.  
The poor across all communities and 
castes and  creed deserve  support until 
they can stand up on their own. Caste- 
based system in our country is really 
regressive because it divides the society 
rather than unites and holds  our nation 
back from progressing at a rapid pace. 
One can wonder when we  will �nally 
free ourselves from this prevalent caste-
based system in our country which I 
personally feel is a curse. 
I really hope and pray that our young 
generation will have a di�erent opinion 
on dismantling caste-based system in 
our country. Where there is hope there 
will be a way in future. Hope better 
sense prevails in future younger gener-
ations.

DIOMEDES PEREIRA. Corlim

A lesson for tiger reserve opposers
Recently we saw frightening visuals of a tiger charging at a �sh-
erman’s boat in the Sundarbans. The man luckily escapes, but 
this story repeats too o�en. These tigers aren’t born man-eaters; 
they are shaped by hunger and shrinking prey.  The conflict isn’t 
between humans and wildlife, but between survival and space. 
Restoring herbivore populations, strengthening bu�er zones, 
and securing local livelihoods could help the tide turn, for both 
people and predators. There is an abject lesson to be learnt here 
by those politicians opposing the demarcation of a tiger reserve 
in Goa. If we don’t give them their home the apex predators will 
turn on us for survival.

REKHA SARIN TREHAN,  Benaulim

OPEN SPACE >> 

Politician’s shameful bid to
shi� blame, silence activist

I am writing to express my outrage and disappointment at the statement made 
by MLA Deviya Rane regarding the Honda hooliganism incident. The poli-
tician’s attempt to shi� the blame from the perpetrators to the activist who 

complained about the noise pollution is not only misguided but also shame-
ful. The activist, who had the courage to speak out against illegal constructions 
and other malpractices, is being vili�ed for doing what is right. The politician’s 
statement that the activist is a “troublemaker” because he frequently complains 
about issues a�ecting our community is a clear indication of the skewed priori-
ties of our leaders. If someone is complaining about illegal constructions, noise 
pollution, air pollution, etc., then he is legally and morally right, and the people 
who are criticizing him are morally and legally corrupt. It is high time our lead-
ers understand that speaking out against wrongdoing is not troublemaking, but 
rather a civic duty. I urge the public to see through this blame game and hold 
our leaders accountable for their actions. We need leaders who will support and 
encourage citizens to speak out against injustice, not vilify them.

ALWYN FERNANDES, Benaulim

F C Goa’s AFC Champions League Two clash against Al-Nassr 
FC at Fatorda may not have gone the way the home fans want-
ed, but there was plenty to take heart from. One could feel the 
old passion for football pulsing through the stadium at a time 
when football was losing its magic, and viewer interest was 

dying. The initial disappointment of global icon Cristiano Ronaldo 
not making it to Fatorda didn’t stop the fans from packing the stands. 
Rain or no rain, superstar or not, the crowds turned up and, a�er a 
long time, it felt like football had rekindled a long-lost �ame.

Goa, which once stood neck-and-neck against football giants like 
Bengal, had seen its glorious days hit rock bottom over the past dec-
ade. The once-packed stands that chanted the names of players and 
clubs now stand mostly empty at league matches, or, for that mat-
ter, even at the much-hyped ISL. Goa’s historic clubs like Dempo, Sal-
gaocar, and Sporting Clube de Goa from the I-League have le� a void 
that has been di�cult to �ll. The Goa Professional League, which was 
once a lively breeding ground for talent, now struggles with low at-
tendance, limited budgets, and waning local interest.

On Wednesday, it wasn’t just a crowd showing up for a match. It felt 
like something old and cherished coming back to life. The crowd con-
tinued to �ll the Fatorda stadium, braving the heavy downpour that 
arrived almost an hour before the match. The energy and the cheers 

and the sudden break-in by one fan into 
the playing �eld to take a sel�e with a 
Al-Nassr FC were rare, but positive signs.

More importantly, amid FC Goa’s spir-
ited performance, it was the historic goal 
from Brison Fernandes, the �rst Indian to 
score in the AFC Champions League Two, 
that was a re�ection of potential and tal-
ent. The visitors may not have pressed the 

pedal and chose to rotate their star players, but the resilience and 
�ghting spirit displayed by the home team certainly won hearts.

The question now is whether these high-pro�le �xtures and big 
names like Ronaldo and Messi can serve as a catalyst for revival. Amid 
the gloom, the love for football remains palpable in Goa since there 
is an avid viewership of the Premier League and Champions League 
on television despite being telecast at late hours. These signs suggest 
that the passion for the sport is not entirely lost.

The match was not about winning or losing alone. It put so many 
things in perspective. It showed that the decline for football is not just 
about stadium attendance, but a disconnect at the village level, and a 
lack of a vision. Possibly, this is a telling sign that star power is need-
ed to kick-start football again. Probably, Goans need more than the 
ordinary.

Goa football administrators need to pick lessons from Odisha’s 
hockey plan. A comprehensive approach involving grassroots de-
velopment, infrastructure investment, youth academies, and cultur-
al engagement is essential. Documentaries, football festivals, and 
school programmes can reconnect the younger generation with Goa’s 
rich football heritage. The government, corporate sponsors, and me-
dia partnerships must collaborate to make football aspirational and 
accessible again.

The October 22 match came as an opportunity; an opportunity to be 
reminded that football continues to be the DNA of Goans, and an op-
portunity that could mark the beginning of a new chapter where this 
beautiful game can once again become the heartbeat of Goa.

AFC League match
rekindles hope for
Goan football  
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ROHIT CHANDAVARKAR

>The writer is a 
senior journalist 
who has worked 
for 31 years with 
leading newspaper 
brands and tele-
vision channels in 
Mumbai and Pune
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potential and talent  
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TEAM AUTO 

In the 1990s and 
early 2000s, as 
India’s economy 
opened up and 
cities grew rap-

idly, Maruti Suzuki 
quietly changed how 
Indians travelled. The 
company did not rely 
on luxury cars or fancy 
imports but on small, sim-
ple hatchbacks that focused on 
practicality and fuel e�ciency. 
For many middle-class families, 
owning a car was once a far-
o� dream, but Maruti made it 
possible. Models like the Maruti 
800 and later the Alto became 
symbols of aspiration, o�ering 
a�ordable and reliable mobili-
ty. Designed for narrow Indian 
roads and modest household 
budgets, these cars made per-
sonal transport accessible to 
millions. In doing so, Maruti 
didn’t just sell cars — it made 
car ownership a reality for the 
average Indian.

This approach built strong 
trust among �rst-time buyers, 
especially in smaller towns. 
Owning a Maruti became a sign 
of progress and stability. That 
emotional bond created lasting 
brand loyalty — something no 
advertisement could achieve. 
These compact cars bridged the 
gap between two-wheelers and 
four-wheelers.

In recent years, however, In-
dia’s roads have been taken over 
by SUVs. Cars like the Nexon 
and Thar have gained popu-
larity for their power and 
image, and small 
cars began losing 
ground. Today, 
SUVs outsell 
hatchbacks 
by more than 
two to one. 
Yet, signs 
suggest a 
small car 
comeback 
— led once 
again by 
Maruti Su-
zuki India, 
the coun-
try’s largest 
carmaker.

According to Partho Ba-

nerjee, Senior 
Executive 
O�cer for 
Marketing 
and Sales at 
Maruti Suzuki 
India, small 

car demand 
is rising again. 

“More buyers 
are coming from 

two-wheelers to our 
showrooms. GST 2.0 seems to be 
helping a�ordability and mobili-
ty at the lower levels,” he said.

As reported by the media, 
Maruti aims to sell 2.2–2.5 lakh 
mini cars in FY26, close to its 
all-time high of 2.47 lakh units 
in FY20. This revival comes a�er 
a slow year, with overall passen-
ger vehicle sales growing only 
2% in FY25 and Maruti’s market 
share slipping to 40.9% — its 
lowest since FY13.

Government policy reshapes 
a�ordability

The return of small cars is 
closely tied to the government’s 
GST changes. From September 
22, tax on passenger vehicles 
under four metres, two-wheelers 
below 350cc, and small commer-
cial vehicles dropped from 28% 
to 18%. Larger vehicles, includ-
ing SUVs, now attract 40% tax, 
down from up to 50%.

This tax cut, combined with 
discounts, has boosted a�orda-

bility. Maruti reduced 
prices by 2–21%, 

with the biggest 
cuts on its 

small cars — the Alto, 
S-Presso, and Celerio — 

which are now 13–22% cheaper.
The results were quick. Within 

four weeks, Maruti’s entry-lev-
el hatchbacks saw their share 
in total sales rise from 16.7% 
to 22.2%. The company also 
received 4 lakh bookings during 
this period — its highest-ever 
four-week total — with 80,000 of 
them for small cars, a 70% jump 
from before the GST cut.

Banerjee said, “The idea of 
GST 2.0 is to help people a�ord 
cars. The number of two-wheel-
er users visiting showrooms has 
gone up, and entry-level cars 
now make up 22.2% of our retail 
sales, compared to 16.7% before. 
A 5% rise is huge.”

Two-wheeler users 
 drive the comeback

Maruti’s new focus is on 
converting two-wheeler owners 
into �rst-time car buyers. “We 
are literally seeing helmets on 
discussion tables — that’s a very 
good indicator,” Banerjee noted. 
These new customers represent 
the next stage of growth, as 
India currently has only 34–36 
cars per 1,000 people.

“If a person buys a car today, 
they may upgrade in four years. 
This creates a cycle that keeps 
the market growing,” he ex-
plained.

Festive boost and record sales
To make car buying easi-

er, Maruti launched �nancing 
schemes such as an EMI of Rs 
1,999 during Navratri, aimed at 
two-wheeler users. Dealers say 
the o�er has brought new buy-
ers, especially from rural and 
small-town areas, with strong 
sales expected during Dhanteras 
and Diwali.

October bookings for the Alto 
rose by 60% over last year, 

while total retail 
sales since the GST 
change touched 2.5 
lakh vehicles — 
Maruti’s best fes-
tive performance 
ever. To meet 
demand, factories
have been work-
ing through week-

ends, and vehicles 
are being moved 
across India using 

expanded rail logistics.

Small cars versus SUVs
The push for small cars comes 

as hatchback sales have fallen 
13% year-on-year to about 1 
million in FY25, less than half 
the SUV total of 2.35 million. 
SUVs grew by over 10% in the 
same period, while the small-car 
share dropped to 23.4% — its 
��h straight year of decline. An-
alysts blame rising costs due to 
new safety and emission rules.

Maruti’s larger models, 
including the Brezza, Grand 
Vitara, and Invicto, saw smaller 
price cuts of 2–8%. Meanwhile, 
festive o�ers on small cars in-
clude bene�ts up to Rs 57,500 
— the highest for the Wagon 
R — followed by Rs 52,500 on 
the Alto K10 and Celerio, and Rs 
47,500 on the S-Presso.

Industry outlook
Some experts are cautious. 

“It’s an ambitious goal. Today’s 
�rst-time buyers prefer used 
premium models over entry-lev-
el cars,” one industry executive 
told the media. Others believe 
the strategy could pay o�. No-
mura Research noted that while 
margins may dip slightly, market 
share and pro�tability could im-
prove if demand stays strong.

Puneet Gupta from S&P Glob-
al Mobility said, “Expect new 
ideas in �nance and ownership 
models to attract two-wheeler 
users. India still has low vehicle 
ownership, so this could drive 
millions towards their �rst car.”

Looking ahead
For Maruti, small cars are 

more than just another prod-
uct line — they are central to 
its growth strategy. Banerjee 
summed it up: “As a market 
leader, we must be present 
across all segments — hatch-
backs, SUVs, MPVs, CNG, 
hybrids, and EVs. That’s what 
leadership means.”

With GST 2.0 making cars 
more a�ordable, bookings at 
record levels, and two-wheeler 
riders upgrading in large num-
bers, Maruti’s challenge now is 
to sustain this momentum and 
help small cars reclaim their 
place as the backbone of India’s 
automobile market.

Skoda launches Octavia RS  
in India at ̀ 49.99 lakh

Skoda Auto India has introduced 
the highly anticipated 2025 Oc-
tavia RS, priced at Rs 49.99 lakh 

(ex-showroom). Available in a single 
variant, the performance sedan is of-
fered in �ve colour options — Velvet 
Red, Race Blue, Magic Black, Candy 
White, and Mamba Green. Bookings, 
which opened on 6 October for Rs 

2.5 lakh, were quickly sold out, with 
deliveries beginning 6 November.
Powering the new Octavia RS is a 
2.0-litre TSI petrol engine delivering 
261bhp and 370Nm of torque, mated 
to a seven-speed dual-clutch auto-
matic gearbox. The car sprints from 
0–100km/h in just 6.4 seconds, reaf-
�rming its sporty credentials.Inside 
and out, the Octavia RS features LED 
lighting, 19-inch dual-tone alloys, 
red brake callipers, and an all-black 
cabin with red accents. It also gets 
a 12.9-inch touchscreen, 10.25-inch 
digital cluster, 360-degree camera, 
three-zone climate control, and front 
sport seats with massage, heating, 
and cooling functions. 

Tata Nexon introduces Level 1 ADAS

Tata Motors has added Level 1 Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS) to 
the Nexon, enhancing the SUV’s safety credentials. The technology is avail-
able exclusively with the petrol Fearless+ PS DCT variant, priced at Rs 13.53 

lakh (ex-showroom). This is the same ADAS suite found in the Nexon EV, o�ering 
features such as Forward Collision Warning, Autonomous Emergency Braking, 
Lane Departure Warning, Lane Keep Assist, Lane Centering System, High Beam As-
sist, and Tra�c Sign Recognition.The fully loaded Fearless+ PS trim also includes 
dual digital displays, ventilated front seats, a panoramic sunroof, connected car 
tech, a height-adjustable driver’s seat, and a complete LED lighting package. Power 
comes from a 1.2-litre turbo-petrol GDi engine producing 118bhp and 170Nm, paired 
with either a six-speed 
manual or DCT gear-
box.With this move, 
Tata joins the growing 
list of compact SUV 
makers embracing 
ADAS, alongside the 
Mahindra XUV3XO, 
Kia Syros, and the 
soon-to-launch Hyun-
dai Venue faceli�, ar-
riving on 4 November.

GST cuts fuel small cars 
to make a big comeback 
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RITESH MADHOK

The �rst drive for the New Mini 
John Cooper Works Country-
man All4 happened at the 
Buddh International Race 
Circuit, and though it wasn’t 

a �at-out track test, the brief four-
lap convoy session was enough to 
reveal the car’s potential. This sporty 
crossover, priced at Rs 64.90 lakh 
(ex-showroom), promises genuine 
performance wrapped in everyday 
practicality — something few cars in 
this segment manage as seamlessly.

Design and rivals
The JCW Countryman sits in the 

premium performance crossover 
category, rivaling models like the 
Mercedes-AMG GLA 35. At 4.4 metres 
long, it’s grown signi�cantly and 
isn’t exactly “Mini” anymore. Yet, it 
still looks purposeful and muscular, 
especially in its signature British 
Racing Green. Highlights include red 
brake calipers, 19-inch alloy wheels, 
quad exhausts, and sporty detailing 
that instantly convey its JCW herit-
age. Its high ground clearance and 
chunky tyres make it better suited to 
Indian roads than most performance 
hatchbacks.

Cabin and comfort
Step inside, and the cabin im-

mediately sets the tone for excite-
ment. Mini’s mix of retro charm 
and modern sophistication shines 
through in every detail — from the 
toggle switches and three-spoke JCW 
steering wheel to the knit dash-
board �nished in black and red. The 
anthracite headliner, aluminium 
paddle shi�ers, and JCW sport seats 
trimmed in vescin and cord materi-
als complete the athletic vibe. The 
seats, o�ering impressive lateral 
support, proved their worth during 
quick directional changes around 
the circuit. Space-wise, it’s larger 
than you’d expect, and the cabin 
quality feels on par with European 
rivals in this price range. Mini has 
done well to retain its character 
while delivering an up market, driv-
er-focused interior.

Technology and features
The dashboard is dominated by 

a massive circular OLED display, 
which houses everything from in-
fotainment to vehicle settings and 
ADAS functions. The user interface 
feels futuristic, and the system’s 
crisp graphics complement the car’s 

playful personality. Key features 
include wireless Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto, a Harman Kardon 
sound system, heads-up display, and 
three-zone climate control.

Mini has also included a com-
prehensive ADAS suite, featuring 
forward collision warning, lane 
departure alert, speed limiter, 
driver attentiveness monitor, and 
reversing assistant. There’s even a 
360-degree camera system, though 

it wasn’t exactly necessary at the 
BIC. The ‘Go-Kart Mode’ — accessed 
via toggle switches — sharpens 
the throttle and steering response, 
alters the cabin lighting, and tweaks 
the sound for a more immersive 
driving feel.

Engine and performance
Under the hood lies a 2.0-litre 

turbocharged four-cylinder petrol 
engine that produces 300hp and 

400Nm of torque, paired with a 
seven-speed dual-clutch automatic 
transmission and the All4 all-wheel-
drive system. Even within the limits 
of a controlled track session, the 
engine’s responsiveness stood 
out. Power delivery is strong, and 
acceleration from 0–100km/h in 5.4 
seconds feels genuinely brisk. The 
gearbox works �awlessly, delivering 
crisp up shi�s and keeping the mo-
tor in its sweet spot. Engage Boost 
Mode, and the Countryman surges 
ahead with renewed aggression, 
accompanied by a throaty exhaust 
note that adds to the drama. Despite 
its size and elevated stance, the JCW 
feels nimble, eager, and surprisingly 
composed.

Handling and dynamics
The All4 AWD system is front-bi-

ased but quick to send torque rear-
wards when slip is detected. While 
I couldn’t explore the car’s limits 
fully, its composure through the cir-
cuit’s sweeping corners was remark-
able. There’s noticeable body roll — 
inevitable for a crossover — but grip 
levels are impressive, and the steer-
ing feels precise and well-weighted. 
The Countryman’s chassis tuning 
deserves credit; it blends stability 

with agility in a way few crossovers 
manage. The electronics intervene 
early in the sportiest settings, but 
that ensures safety without dulling 
the fun. Braking performance, 
too, is reassuringly strong, with 
excellent pedal feedback. Though 
the track doesn’t allow for a proper 
ride assessment, the higher pro�le 
tyres and ample ground clearance 
suggest that it should cope well 
with Indian road imperfections — a 
big advantage over traditional hot 
hatches.

Verdict
The Mini John Cooper Works Coun-
tryman All4 strikes a �ne balance be-
tween performance, practicality, and 
style. It isn’t a stripped-down track 
weapon, but a daily-drivable perfor-
mance crossover that delivers plenty 
of excitement without sacri�cing com-
fort. It feels exclusive, engaging, and 
playful — the very traits that de�ne 
the Mini brand.

At Rs 64.90 lakh, it’s positioned 
against cars like the Mercedes-AMG 
GLA 35 and BMW X1 M Sport, and 
while it may lack a few high-end fea-
tures like Dynamic Chassis Control 
or a sunroof, its character more than 
compensates.

Mini JCW Countryman ALL4: Power and a dash of madness

REVIEW

Nissan Magnite AMT now gets  
factory-approved CNG Kit

Nissan India has extended its factory-approved CNG retro�tment program to 
include the Magnite AMT, allowing customers to pair the convenience of an 
automatic gearbox with improved fuel e�ciency. The retro�tment kit, priced 

at Rs 71,999, is now Rs 3,000 cheaper thanks to the revised GST 2.0, which reduced 
the tax rate from 28% to 18%. Developed in collaboration with Motozen Fuel Sys-
tems and approved by the Government of India, the kit is �tted exclusively at author-
ised Nissan retro�tment centres. The updated system also features a re-engineered 
integrated fuel cap, neatly housing both petrol and CNG valves under a single lid 
for added convenience. The 
retro�tment is compatible with 
the 1.0-litre naturally aspirated 
petrol engine in both manual 
and AMT variants. Nissan backs 
the upgrade with a three-year/
one lakh km warranty and has 
expanded availability to 13 
states, including Delhi-NCR, 
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil 
Nadu, and Karnataka.

Maruti 
drives 

revival as GST 
cuts boost 

a�ordability

Toyota introduces Sporty Aero
Edition for Urban Cruiser Hyryder

Toyota Kirloskar Motor has unveiled a new Aero Edition styling package for its 
popular Urban Cruiser Hyryder SUV, adding a touch of sportiness to its de-
sign. The Aero Edition enhances the SUV’s visual appeal with a front spoiler, 

side skirts, and a rear spoiler, available as an accessory package priced at Rs 31,999. 
Buyers can add the kit to any variant of the Hyryder and choose from White, Silver, 

Black, or Red exterior shades for personalisation. Since 
its debut in 2022, the Hyryder has achieved over 

1.68 lakh units in sales, solidifying its position 
in the midsize SUV segment. It comes with two 
powertrain options — a self-charging strong hy-

brid with a 1.5-litre petrol engine paired with an 
e-drive transmission delivering 27.97 km/l, and 

a 1.5-litre K-Series petrol engine with manual and 
automatic choices, along with 2WD and 

4WD con�gurations.
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