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With which is incorporated  
The Englishman ~ founded 1821

India’s neighbourhood diplomacy has rarely been 
straightforward, but the crisis surrounding former 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s conviction and 
death sentence has created one of New Delhi’s most 

complex tests in recent years.  
For a decade and a half, India backed Sheikh Hasina as a 

partner who delivered predictable governance, alignment on 
regional priorities and unprecedented connectivity. Her sudden 
fall, and the sweeping public anger that accompanied it, has 
overturned that comfort. Now, India must navigate a political 
landscape in Dhaka that is shifting faster than at any time since 
Bangladesh’s democratic transition. 

At the heart of the dilemma is Hasina’s presence on Indian 
soil after being sentenced to death by a special tribunal. 
Extradition is politically unthinkable in Delhi, not only because 
she has long been viewed as a steadfast friend but also because 
turning her over would undermine India’s credibility with every 
government that relies on New Delhi’s support. Yet sheltering 
her indefinitely risks turning a humanitarian gesture into a 
diplomatic liability.  

Bangladesh’s interim government, led by Muhammad Yunus, 
is already signalling a decisive reorientation ~ slowing 
India-backed projects, reopening conversations with Beijing 
and Islamabad, and seeking to project greater foreign policy 
autonomy. In this atmosphere, Sheikh Hasina’s continued 
influence from exile complicates India’s ability to rebuild trust 
with a political class determined to demonstrate distance. 

The deeper problem lies less in Sheikh Hasina’s fate and 
more in the asymmetry that has long defined 
India–Bangladesh ties. Bangladesh depends on India for 
energy, transit, raw materials and even access to global markets. 
India, in turn, relies on Bangladesh as a buffer for border 
management, counterterrorism and access to its north-eastern 
states. This interdependence should have insulated the 
relationship from political turbulence. Instead, it has made 
India an easy target for public frustration within Bangladesh, 
where many believe India overplayed its hand by supporting a 
leader who increasingly appeared authoritarian. 

Yet, history shows that Bangladesh-India ties do not break 
simply because governments change. Economic links, cultural 
overlaps, and mutual security interests have survived 
alternations of power before, including periods led by 
administrations far less friendly to India.  

The challenge now is to prevent the Sheikh Hasina question 
from overshadowing everything else. That will require Delhi to 
engage quietly with all stakeholders in Dhaka, avoid public 
signalling and resist the temptation to treat the current 
turbulence as a zero-sum shift towards rival powers. 

India’s biggest strategic misstep may not have been backing 
Sheikh Hasina but failing to diversify its political relationships 
in Bangladesh. Strong ties with one faction can never substitute 
for broad-based engagement, especially in a polity as fractured 
as Bangladesh’s. The months ahead will demand patience 
rather than posturing. Bangladesh will elect a new government; 
India will have opportunities to recalibrate. The relationship 
may be fragile, but it is not beyond repair ~ if both sides 
recognise that neighbours cannot be chosen, only managed 
with care. 

Pollution in India has become a 
growing menace, wearing many 
disguises across the seasons. During 
Deepawali, the bursting of crackers 

fills the air with smoke and toxic particles, 
turning celebration into suffocation. As 
winter deepens, stubble burning in the 
northern plains adds its own thick layer of 
haze, aggravating an already dire situation. 
Fossil-fuelled cars, even when they pass 
official pollution tests, continue to be blamed 
for adding invisible emissions to the 
atmosphere. And now, even the much-touted 
electric vehicles ~ preferred as the clean 
alternative ~ carry hidden hazards in the 
form of battery risks, unsafe charging, and 
disposal challenges. 

The truth is that all these sources, whether 
festive, agricultural, or technological, converge 
into one problem: polluted air and poisoned 
soil. We cannot afford to treat crackers as 
culture, stubble burning as compulsion, or 
EVs as unquestioned progress without 
acknowledging their collective impact. True 
celebration lies in light, not smoke; true 
innovation lies in responsibility, not hidden 
emissions. The larger challenge of pollution 
cannot be solved by restraint in one area 
alone ~ it demands a rethinking of how we 
celebrate, how we farm, and how we travel. 

Electric vehicles (EVs) are often hailed as 
the answer to this crisis, promising cleaner 
streets, reduced dependence on fossil fuels, 
and quieter roads. Olive green number plates 
are now a common sight, signalling a shift 
toward cleaner mobility. Consumers are 
excited, manufacturers are thriving, and 
policymakers hail them as a solution. Yet 
beneath the optimism lies a complex reality: 
just as crackers add smoke to our skies, 
batteries and charging systems can add new 
risks to our environment. Both are part of 
the same problem ~ pollution in different 
forms ~ and both demand honesty, responsibility, 
and innovation if we are to breathe easier. 

Lithium-ion batteries are the beating heart 
of EVs. They are popular because they store 
a lot of energy in a small, light package. 
Inside, they have two ends called electrodes, 
separated by a thin film and filled with a 
liquid that allows lithium ions to move back 
and forth. When charging, the ions move 
one way; when discharging, they move back, 
releasing energy to power a car or a phone. 
This simple shuttle of ions makes them 
efficient and reliable. But if the battery 
overheats, is overcharged, or damaged, the 
delicate balance can break, sometimes 
leading to fires or explosions. 

India has already seen such dangers 
firsthand. In November 2025, an electric 
car caught fire near Hyderabad’s NTR 
Stadium, spreading flames to a nearby 
vehicle before fire fighters contained it. 
Investigators suspected overheating or 
a short circuit. The incident was not 
isolated ~ similar EV fires have been 
reported in recent years, prompting the 
government to announce new fire safety 
rules in September 2025. These rules 
mandate stricter testing and thermal 
protection, underscoring that safety 
cannot be treated as optional. 

Different types of lithium batteries 
offer different trade-offs. Some are 
designed for maximum energy storage, 
giving cars longer driving range but 
making them more sensitive to heat. 
Others, like lithium iron phosphate (LFP) 
batteries, are safer and longer-lasting, though 
they store less energy.  

Engineers constantly balance safety, cost, 
and performance. In India’s hot climate and 
with frequent voltage fluctuations, safety 
features such as proper cooling systems 
and reliable charging equipment are especially 
important. 

The environmental story begins long 
before a battery is placed inside a car. Mining 
lithium and other metals like cobalt and 
nickel is resource-intensive. It can damage 
ecosystems, pollute water, and erode soil. 
Workers often face unsafe conditions. India’s 
discovery of lithium reserves in Jammu & 
Kashmir and Karnataka offers hope for 
reduced imports, but it also raises concerns 
about responsible mining. If extraction is 
careless, the damage to land and communities 
could outweigh the benefits of clean energy. 

Globally, the race for lithium has already 
triggered ecological strain. South American 
countries like Chile and Bolivia have faced 
water shortages due to brine extraction. 
African nations grapple with exploitative 

mining practices that endanger workers and 
ecosystems alike. India’s entry into this race 
must be cautious, learning from international 
experiences rather than repeating mistakes. 
The dream of clean energy cannot be built 
on the ruins of fragile ecosystems or the 
exploitation of vulnerable communities. 

Once in use, batteries pose other challenges. 
Charging infrastructure in India is still 
developing, and many households improvise 
unsafe setups. Disposal is another looming 
crisis. Old batteries, if not recycled properly, 
leak harmful chemicals into soil and water. 
Recycling technologies exist ~ some melt 

batteries to recover metals, 
others dissolve them in 
solutions, and newer methods 
try to reuse parts directly ~ 
but India needs stronger 
systems to collect and process 
used batteries safely. The 
health impact of pollution 
and unsafe batteries is 
immediate, felt in homes and 
hospitals alike. 

EV batteries, while cleaner 
at the tailpipe, bring their 
own health risks if not managed 
responsibly. Fires caused by 
overheating or faulty charging 
release toxic fumes, including 
hydrofluoric acid and other 
harmful compounds, which 

can endanger first responders and nearby 
residents. Informal recycling practices ~ 
where workers dismantle batteries without 
protective gear ~ expose them to heavy 
metals and corrosive chemicals, leading to 
long-term respiratory and neurological 
damage. Without proper regulation, the very 
technology meant to reduce pollution can 
create new hazards for human health. 
Ensuring safe design, certified charging, 
and regulated recycling is therefore not just 
an environmental imperative but a public 
health necessity. 

Globally, recycling is becoming a critical 
industry. A 2025 report projected the 
lithium-ion battery recycling market to grow 
from $7.3 billion in 2024 to $23.9 billion by 
2030, driven by EV adoption and renewable 
energy storage. Countries like China are 
leading with advanced recycling technologies, 
while collaborations such as the Hungary-China 
Battery Recycling Cooperation Workshop 
(November 2025) aim to build full-cycle 
ecosystems. Researchers at Rice University 
in the US have even developed a 
“recharge-to-recycle” reactor that turns 

battery waste into new lithium feedstock 
more cleanly than traditional smelting or 
acid-based methods. These examples show 
that solutions are possible ~ but they require 
investment, regulation, and global cooperation. 

There is hope in innovation. Researchers 
are working on “solid-state batteries,” which 
replace the liquid inside with solid materials. 
These designs could be safer and store more 
energy, though they are still expensive and 
difficult to manufacture. Another promising 
idea is “second life” for EV batteries: when 
they are no longer strong enough for cars, 
they can still be used to store solar or wind 
energy for homes and buildings. This extends 
their usefulness and reduces waste. 

Policy and planning are crucial. Safety 
standards must ensure batteries can withstand 
heat and stress. Charging stations must be 
built with proper grounding and fire protection. 
Insurance must evolve to cover EV-specific 
risks. Mining licenses must include environmental 
safeguards and community benefits. Recycling 
must be made mandatory and traceable, 
with manufacturers held accountable for 
the full life cycle of their products. 

For us, responsibility is cultural as much 
as technological. Just as we must delink 
crackers from Deepawali, we must delink 
blind consumerism from progress. Owning 
an EV should not be seen as a badge of 
modernity unless its battery is safe, its 
charging is responsible, and its disposal is 
accounted for. Celebrating festivals should 
not be equated with smoke and noise 
unless we are willing to pay the price in 
damaged lungs.  

Ultimately, the challenge is not just about 
machines ~ it is about conscience. Can we 
celebrate without choking our neighbours? 
Can we innovate without sacrificing ecosystems? 
Can we mine without endangering workers? 
The answers lie not in denial but in choice. 
Light, not smoke, must define our festivals. 
Progress, not peril, must define our mobility. 
Sustainability, not exploitation, must define 
our future. 

Every winter haze is a reminder that our 
festivals, our vehicles, and our technologies 
are all interconnected in the fragile web of 
air, soil, and water; a reminder that responsibility 
begins not with grand declarations but with 
small acts of restraint, and also a lesson 
that the future we leave behind will be 
judged not by the brilliance of our lights, 
but by the clarity of our skies.  

As Robert Swan aptly said “The greatest 
threat to our planet is the belief that someone 
else will save it.”

Emerging from the ruins of the 
war of independence in 1971 with 
a devastated economy, Bangladesh 
has gradually transformed into 

a vibrant lower-middle-income country, 
which is poised to graduate from the 
Least Developed Country (LDC) status 
in November 2026. Over the years, factors 
such as remittances, exports, agriculture, 
small enterprises, microfinance, and the 
increasing participation of women in the 
labour force have played crucial roles in 
poverty alleviation and improving several 
human development indicators of the 
country.  

Yet, behind the success lies an emerging 
set of concerns. Income inequality has 
increased, urban poverty is becoming 
more complex, and a series of external 
shocks, including the pandemic, the 
Ukraine war, global price volatility, climate 
impacts, and persistent inflation, have 

revealed deep-rooted structural vulnerabilities. 
For Bangladesh, the issue is not about 
the rate of growth, but whether 
growth can be inclusive. 
Bangladesh's fight against 
poverty has indeed been one 
of its notable achievements. 
Rural households gained from 
expanded irrigation, the adoption 
of high-yielding crop varieties, 
better connectivity, and the growth of 
non-farm enterprises.  

Women's employment, particularly in 
the ready-made garment sector, provided 
millions with stable incomes and greatly 
increased their independence. Microfinance 
institutions helped poor households 
smooth their income, invest in livestock 
or small shops, and send their children to 
school. Remittances from migrant workers 
offered financial stability to rural families. 

However, poverty reduction faces specific 

limitations. Nationwide, 85 percent of 
workers are employed in the informal 

sector, characterised by limited job 
security and a lack of social protection, 
which makes households very 
vulnerable to shocks. High inflation, 
particularly food inflation, has 
decreased real incomes, causing 
many families that had escaped 
poverty to fall back below the poverty 

line or remain just above it. Inequality, 
meanwhile, continues to grow in noticeable 
ways. According to the Household Income 
and Expenditure Survey (HIES) 2022, 
the national income Gini coefficient 
increased from 0.482 in 2016 to 0.499 in 
2022, indicating that income distribution 
is becoming more unequal. The HIES 
2022 shows that the richest of the rich~the 
top five percent of households ~ possess 
30.04 percent of the total national income, 
while the poorest of the poor ~ the bottom 

five percent ~ hold just 0.37 percent. In 
2016, the top five percent's income share 
was 27.82 percent, whereas that of the 
bottom five percent was only 0.23 percent 
of the total national income.  

Besides, urban-rural disparities remain 
significant. Cities are expanding through 
higher-productivity services and industries, 
while ruralcommunities continue to 
depend on low-return agriculture and 
informal employment.  

Inequities in access to education, 
healthcare, technology, and financial 
resources are widening these gaps.  

Accountability 
Sir, Apropos “Transparency on trial”, the 

Epstein files are being cast as an extraordinary 
moment of confrontation for a long-shielded 
ecosystem of privilege. But the United States 
has witnessed similar reckonings when 
power is forced to look itself in the mirror. 
The Watergate disclosures stand as the most 
enduring example - a presidency compelled 
to surrender tapes that exposed the corrosion 
at the heart of the system. Likewise, the 
Church Committee in the 1970s tore open 
decades of covert overreach by the intelligence 
agencies and even the most secretive arms 
of the state were forced into the light when 
democratic resolve demanded it. Whether 
Donald Trump’s release of the Epstein files 
springs from exigency or conviction is difficult 
to parse at this stage. A leader hemmed in 

by political pressures may well use disclosure 
as a tactical weapon, rather than a moral 
act. Yet that the files have surfaced at all 
speaks to something deeper in the American 
fabric: a culture that still shows, however 
inconsistently, that truth would find vent in 
devious paths. The U.S.has often faltered, 
but its institutions do retain a reflexive 
instinct toward transparency, especially 
when an open media feeds public discomfiture. 
The release of files is less about Trump but 
more about a democratic ethos that refuses 
to surrender claim on accountability. 

Yours, etc., R Narayanan, 
Navi Mumbai, 19 November. 

 

Foregone 
Sir, That Hasina would be handed out 

the death sentence on fabricated charges of 

‘crimes against humanity’ by the interim 
regime of Yunus was a foregone conclusion. 
The fundamentalists of Bangladesh are hell 
bent on re-creating East Pakistan plagued 
with poverty, unemployment, anarchy and 
above all, zero democracy.  

They have destroyed the more than 50 
year old legacy of Mujibur Rahman, the 
creator of Bangladesh, of harmony and 
brotherhood.  

They have outraged the majesty of Rabindra 
Nath Tagore and Bangla bhasha. Intolerance 
is the new idiom there.  

With hard-core fundamentalists in the 
driving seat, the state must first of all change 
its name Bangladesh. Yunus will soon lose 
his sense of direction in the din of chaotic 
fundamentalists.  

Yours, etc., Vidyeshwar Prasad, 
Kolkata, 18 November. 

Persecution 
Sir,  Bangladesh’s deposed prime minister 

Sheikh Hasina has been sentenced to death 
in absentia by a court in Dhaka for crimes 
against humanity over a deadly crackdown 
on a student-led uprising last year. A 
three-judge bench of the country’s international 
crimes tribunal convicted Hasina of crimes 
including incitement, orders to kill and 
inaction to prevent atrocities.  

It remains to be seen whether a higher 
court will overturn the verdict, which will 
impact Hasina’s life.  

Hasina has been living in exile and under 
protection in neighbouring India. It is 
unfortunate that history of political persecution 
still prevails in Bangladesh. 

Yours, etc., Jayanta Datta, 
Chinsurah, 18 November.

Britain’s immigration reset has now widened far beyond 
the asylum system. What began as an attempt to deter 
irregular arrivals has morphed into a deeper 
reconfiguration of the country’s entire approach to 

belonging. The latest proposal ~ to make even legal migrants 
wait up to 20 years before they can settle permanently - 
cements this shift. It is no longer only refugees who must live 
with provisional status; millions of workers, families, and 
contributors already inside the UK are now being folded into a 
model built on conditionality and extended probation. 

The proposal to double the standard qualifying period for 
settlement from five to 10 years ~ and stretch it to 15 or even 20 
for those on benefits ~ reflects a political calculus shaped by 
extraordinary numbers. Net migration added 2.6 million people 
to the population between 2021 and 2024, and more than 1.6 
million legal migrants are forecast to seek settlement between 
2026 and 2030. Ministers argue that such volumes make the 
current five-year pathway unsustainable. But drastically 
lengthening the wait risks turning long-term residents into 
permanent temporaries, unable to fully anchor their lives 
despite contributing to the economy and abiding by the law. 

The emerging “earned settlement” framework demands 
demonstrable integration, steady earnings above £12,570 for at 
least three years, A-level English proficiency, and a clean record. 
This moves settlement closer to a performance contract than a 
recognition of lived contribution.  

Those reliant on benefits ~ even briefly ~ are penalised with 
longer waits, while health and social care workers who arrived 
on post-Brexit visas will also see their pathway stretched to 15 
years. These are sectors the UK depends on acutely, yet their 
workers now face some of the toughest conditions in Europe for 
making a life in the country they serve. 

Accelerated routes for “outsized contributors,” including NHS 
doctors, nurses, high earners, and entrepreneurs, offer selective 
relief. But they also entrench a tiered hierarchy of belonging, 
where economic value becomes the primary currency for 
permanence. Even family members lose the expectation of 
automatic status, creating the possibility of split-status 
households and further uncertainty. 

Taken together with the asylum reforms ~ temporary refugee 
status, narrower human-rights protections, the removal of 
automatic support, and expanded voluntary-return payments ~ 
the new settlement rules complete a system defined by 
defensiveness rather than openness. Digital IDs, fast-tracked 
removals, consolidated appeals, and tightened legal routes all 
form part of an architecture designed to slow entry, accelerate 
exit, and keep migrants in a state of conditional acceptance for 
far longer than before. 

Britain is not alone in attempting to manage the pressures of 
migration, but it stands at risk of confusing control with 
cohesion. A society cannot integrate people who are kept 
perpetually waiting to belong. If deterrence becomes the 
organising principle of both asylum and legal migration, the UK 
may succeed in reducing numbers ~ but only by weakening the 
foundations on which stable, long-term integration rests.

Ties  with  Dhaka 

Conditional Sanctuary 

EV batteries, while cleaner at the 
tailpipe, bring their own health 
risks if not managed 
responsibly. Fires caused by 
overheating or faulty charging 
release toxic fumes, including 
hydrofluoric acid and other 
harmful compounds, which can 
endanger first responders and 
nearby residents. Informal 
recycling practices ~ where 
workers dismantle batteries 
without protective gear ~ expose 
them to heavy metals and 
corrosive chemicals, leading to 
long-term respiratory and 
neurological damage. Without 
proper regulation, the very 
technology meant to reduce 
pollution can create new 
hazards for human health 
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BANERJEE KALI SANKAR — 
Remembering your Centenary Year. — 
Son Amales, daughter-in-law Alpana, 
granddaughter Sreya.

IN MEMORIAM
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News Items

A SCHOLARÊS FIGHT 
AGAINST FATE 

ARUN KANTI CHATTERJEE 
 
My father, Naresh Chandra Chatterjee, the 

late principal of A. C. College, Jalpaiguri, was a 
man of unwavering principle. Deeply devoted 
to his teaching and administrative duties, he 
refused the many prestigious offers that came 
from Kolkata. His commitment to the college 
left him little time for his own health or even for 
everyday family life. Though his work kept him 
sedentary, he never indulged in rest; I cannot 
recall a single day when he stayed in bed for 
leisure. 

Surprisingly, he remained free from the common 
illnesses that troubled the rest of us. Perhaps it 
was his disciplined habits or sheer force of will. 
But fate had its own course. Quite suddenly, he 
was diagnosed with heart disease - a blow that 
cast a long shadow over our home. 

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, medical 
science in small towns in India was still in its 
early stages. Specialists were scarce, and even 
the term “cardiologist” was unfamiliar. My father 
travelled to Kolkata to consult one such expert, 
following every bit of advice he received - more 
out of necessity than optimism. 

Yet he never surrendered. 
Even as his health declined, his mind remained 

sharp and restless. He sought not only treatment 
but understanding. He subscribed to renowned 
scientific journals, imported medical and 
philosophical texts, and filled their margins 
with notes in his small, distinctive handwriting. 
Somewhere in those pages, he believed, lay a 
truth that could help him - not merely to live 
longer, but to comprehend his illness. 

Alongside science, he turned to literature. 
Rabindra Rachanabali became his spiritual 
refuge. In Tagore’s songs, stories, and essays, he 
found the peace that medical texts could not 
provide - a way to embrace suffering without 
bitterness. 

Even when he could no longer go to the college, 
he stayed mentally engaged. He dictated notes 
for students, helped my mother with accounts, 
and welcomed young scholars seeking guidance. 
A poor man hired for household chores eventually 
became part of our family, witnessing both his 
strength and vulnerability. 

Though disease weakened his body, it did not 
diminish his spirit. His lifelong quest - for 
knowledge, meaning, and hope - continued until 
the end. 

He left us far too early, at the age of forty, but 
whenever I open the attic trunk filled with his 
underlined scientific journals and fragile notes, 
it feels as though he is near once more. 

Modern medicine has made many once-fatal 
diseases manageable. But my father, who had 
none of these advantages, was never defeated. 
Through science, philosophy, and Tagore’s 
timeless words, he fought not merely for life, 
but for dignity, understanding, and serenity.

VICEROY�S MESSAGE 

“PRECIOUS 
MEMORIES” OF 
QUEEN MOTHER 

The following telegram has been received from 
His Majesty the King- Emperor by His Excellency 
the Viceroy, dated Sandringham, November 20, 
1925: — “My dear mother passed peacefully away 
this afternoon.’’ The following telegram has been 
sent by His Excellency the Viceroy to His Majesty 
the King-Emperor dated November 21, 1925 : — “It 
is with great distress that I have received the 
message from Your Majesty informing me of the 
death of Queen Alexandra. On behalf of India I 
offer Your Majesty with humble duty the deepest 
sympathy in your loss. “Precious memories of 
Queen Alexandra, both of her gracious actions as 
Queen Empress, and of her life of active sympathy 
with suffering humanity in later years, are treasured 
in India. “The news of her death will be received 
with widespread sorrow by the Princes and people 
of India and universal sympathy* will go out to 
Your Majesty in your bereavement.”—Viceroy’s 
Camp, November 21, 1925. 

 
 

CALCUTTA TRIBUTES 

RACES AND SOCIAL 
EVENTS 
ABANDONED 

Flags flying at half-mast over official, business 
and private buildings and the abandonment of 
many forms of business and amusement marked 
the observance of the melancholy event in Calcutta. 
The Bengal Secretariat and attached offices, the 
High Court, the Municipal Offices and Police Courts 
were all closed, and the race meeting at Tollygunge 
was cancelled. Although the city hummed last 
evening with the bustle of its tremendous cold 
weather traffic, everywhere there was a marked 
restraint. Evening dances which had been arranged 
at Firpo’s, the Grand Hotel and the Palais de Danse 
were abandoned. In Northern Calcutta, too, signs 
were not wanting of the regret with which the 
Indian community generally heard the news.  

ACROSS 
 

1    All in, cold buffet 

(4,4) 

5    French cultural 

organisation 

withdraw Monet s 

one artwork (6) 

9    Olympian takes a 

little paracetamol 

after surprise 

parties (5-3) 

10  Restyle Elvis 

occasionally, 

coming back lithe ... 

(6) 

12  ... and slim in cute 

pants, in charge for 

film soundtrack, 

maybe  

(10,5) 

13  Weaklings save 

seconds � 

swapping cold for 

hot (7) 

14  Average American 

soldier (4) 

18  Universal veto for 

operating system 

(4) 

19  Display some 

ingredients of 

garibaldi � or a 

macaroon (7) 

23  Evita�s touring 

cast feel caring, 

delivering flyer 

(9,6) 

24  Judge in drug haze 

reportedly (6) 

25  A battalion rebel 

over scene of 

bloodshed (8) 

26  Confront 

accountant about 

expenditure (6) 

27  Well I never! 

Disheartened after 

wife leaves, 

returning to cause 

some kind of alarm 

(8) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    Replacin  the 

soundtrack for 

Grease (6) 

2    Guarantee cry of 

pain after case of 

Viagra s used up  

(6) 

3    Spreads content 

leaving bloggers� 

cycling thread on 

board  

(8) 

4    Doctor depicts pain 

involving bit of 

intestine with this 

complaint (12) 

6    Vicar meets a 

politician and pimp 

(6) 

7    French race track s 

finale elevated by 

South African 

representative, 

perhaps (8) 

8    Hide under 

excessive clothing 

(8) 

11  Cigarette butt 

from corpse keeps 

me over a barrel, 

identifying a 

variety of contacts 

(3-9) 

15  Write about love � 

a newspaper man s 

first � expressed in 

legal document (8) 

16  Quote bareheaded, 

ancient, Celtic 

priest, looking 

towards the stars � 

it ll get you going 

(8) 

17  Call one out 

following poor 

BAME 

representation � 

prepare defence  

(8) 

20  Earl and headless 

monster going out 

(6) 

21  Tolkien s goblins 

recalled essence of 

yellow parchment, 

say (6) 

22  Desperate U-turn 

over Europe, 

ultimately 

deceptive (6)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11

12

13 14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21 22

23

24 25

26 27

N E U R O B I O L O G Y
I T N O I E A E
A D H O M I N E M N O M A D
G E E A B R N I
A C R O S S V E H E M E N T
R S R S O
A S T R A Y S U P P L I E R

O G B P R A
H A P P E N O N F A U C E T
E H O G I
C R E O S O T E I M P A R T
K A W C W A B O
L E V E E A F O R T I O R I
E Y E M O I D S

S T U P E F A C I E N T

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

NOW AND AGAIN

Last SundayÊs Solution

Why terrorists use ammonium nitrate
SHAMIM HAQUE MONDAL  
 

Re c e n t ly,  t h e  n a t i o n 
witnessed two major 
blasts: the first at the 
Red Fort complex in Delhi 

on November 10, and the second 
at the Nowgam police station in 
Srinagar on the night of November 
14. However, there was no car 
bomb or terrorist attack on the 
second occasion; a large amount 
o f  e x p l o s ive s  s e i z e d  by  t h e 
investigating agency was stored 
in the Nowgam police station, 
wh i c h  e x p l o d e d  d u r i n g  t h e 
examination. 

Experts initially concluded that 
explosives behind the two incidents 
were primarily made from ammonium 
nitrate, combined with fuel oil and 
detonators.  The possibility of other 
powerful explosives such as PETN, 
SEMTEX, and RDX was feared, but 
it was later revealed that their 
quantity was small. 

Why ammonium nitrate? It is a 
white crystalline powder substance, 
which is commonly used as a 
nitrogen-rich fertilizer to increase 
crop yields. The country has just 
witnessed how dangerous the use 
of this seemingly harmless chemical 
can be. A powerful shock wave is 
generated during the explosion, 
which causes the surrounding area 
to shake and the explosion to 
spread. That is why it is widely 
used in the mining and construction 
industries. 

This chemical, comprised of 
ammonium (NH4

+) and nitrate 

(NO3
-) ions, is a powerful oxidizer.  

Simply said, it provides enough 
oxygen for the reaction; nevertheless, 
other ingredients are necessary 
to initiate ignition.  In chemistry, 
ammonium nitrate is stable and 
safer than other explosives when 
kept under controlled conditions; 
however, when exposed to intense 
heat or stirring, the gas released 
from it will ignite an explosion if 
there is a liquid organic compound 
or a readily available incendiary 
substance such as a detonator. 

Nitrous oxide (N2O) and water 
vapor (H2O) are initially produced 
from ammonium nitrate at high 
temperatures (around 300°C). 

 
NH4NO3 � N2O + 2 H2O 
 
At higher temperatures, they 

break down to form nitrogen (N2), 
oxygen (O2), and water (H2O). 

 
2NH4NO3 � 2N2+ O2 + 4 H2O 
 
Explosive reactions can also 

make other gases, such as ammonia 
(NH3), nitric oxide (NO), and 
nitrogen dioxide (NO2). NO2 is 
t h e  o n e  t h a t  m a k e s  t h e 
reddish-brown clouds that we 
observe when explosions occur. 
When thermal oxidation events 
happen at very high temperatures 
and pressures, they make these 
gases. NH4NO3 is ideal for creating 
improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs) since it looks safe and 
stable yet has a lot of hidden 
destructive power. 

There are other explosives, 
but why are extremists so inclined 
to ammonium nitrate? 

It is readily accessible in the market. 
In an agricultural nation such as 
India, there is significant demand, 
resulting in ample supply. It can be 
stored with ease. Other military-grade 
explosives, including RDX, face 
restrictions. The terrorists exploited 
this scenario. Furthermore, it exhibits 
greater stability compared to first-line 
explosives and can be transported 
using regular cars, enabling attackers 
to accumulate substantial quantities 
with minimal effort. 

In recent times, the repeated 
use of ammonium nitrate has 
become a cause of serious concern 
for the security of the country. 
The Government of India, in 2012, 
enacted the Explosives Act and 
the Ammonium Nitrate Rules, 
which lay down a set of rules for 
its manufacture and marketing, 
such as compulsory licensing; not 
to be stored in crowded places; to 
be stored away from the locality 
with high walls; to have adequate 
fire extinguishers; import and 
export activities to be limited to 
certain ports; not to be sold in the 

open; to be sold only in packet 
form, etc. 

Not only is it necessary to create 
laws, but also to put them into 
action. The dual use of NHNO often 
hinders its fruitful application. To 
combat this ongoing threat, it is 
essential to use modern technology, 
raise public awareness, and maintain 
str ict  sur vei l lance from the 
administrative place. 

 
 
 

(The writer is associated with the Physics 
Division of the State Forensic Science Laboratory, 
Kolkata.)

What Putin’s visit might achieve
PRABHU DAYAL 
 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin's forthcoming visit 
to India - in early December 
2025 - is highly significant 

as it aims to reaffirm and strengthen 
the "special and privileged strategic 
partnership" amidst a challenging 
global geopolitical landscape and 
increasing Western pressure on 
India. This visit, the 23rd annual 
summit, will be his first to India 
since the Ukraine invasion in 
February 2022, underscoring its 
importance. The visit is part of a 
long-standing tradition of annual 
summits between the two countries, 
which alternate locations between 
India and Russia. 

Donald Trump's aggressive policies 
and rhetoric have inadvertently 
pushed India to reaff irm and 
strengthen its longstanding, strategic 
ties with Russia. Ultimately, the 
pressure campaign by the United 
States has proved to be a "self-goal" 
that has reinforced India's resolve 
to pursue its strategic autonomy 
and potentially strengthen the 
alignment with Russia.  

Putin's visit is seen as significant 
for India's foreign policy as it 
balances relations between Moscow 
and Washington. It is a strong signal 
of India's strategic autonomy and 
its commitment to a long-standing, 
trusted relationship with Russia, 
even as the US has imposed tariffs 
on India over its continued purchase 
of Russian oil. Both nations coordinate 
regularly on international political 
issues and aim to build a just, 
multipolar world order. The visit 
is intended to deliver major outcomes 
and reinforce the relationship amid 
a changing global order and Western 
pressure on India regarding its 
trade with Russia. 

The visit is a culmination of extensive 
preparatory meetings, including 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar's 
recent visit to Moscow and discussions 
between PM Modi and Putin's aide 
Nikolay Patrushev in New Delhi on 
November 18 where they discussed 
strengthening collaboration in the 
maritime domain, including connectivity, 
port development, skill development, 
shipbuilding, the blue economy, and 
Arctic operations.  

The leaders will discuss regional 
and global developments, including 
the Ukraine conflict and coordination 
within international bodies like the 
UN, BRICS, G20 and the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO), 
where both countries are members. 
Russia supports India's demand 
for a permanent UN Security Council 
seat. A "vision" document is expected 
to be signed, laying out a roadmap 
for cooperation across various 
sectors including shipbuilding 
(including "green shipbuilding" and 
ice-class vessels), space, agriculture, 
and infrastructure.  

Defense remains a central pillar of 
cooperation, with discussions expected 
on critical projects like the joint 
development of a fifth-generation 
fighter jet, further S-400 missile 
system deliveries, and potentially the 
joint production of S-500 systems. 
The leaders plan to move forward 
with defense projects, including 
potential deals for fighter jets and 
missile defense systems. Despite 
India's efforts to diversify its defense 
partners, Russia remains a critical 
supplier, accounting for a significant 
portion of India's military inventory. 

Discussions will also focus on 
boosting trade and investment, 
particularly in energy (oil and 
nuclear power), and addressing 
logistics and payment challenges. 
India and Russia have committed 

to boosting bilateral trade to a target 
of $100 billion by 2030 and exploring 
alternative payment solutions to 
circumvent Western sanctions. Key 
deals in oil exploration and supply, 
nuclear energy (e.g. increasing the 
number of reactors at the Kudankulam 
power station), and direct diamond 
sales are expected to be finalized.  

The leaders will focus on resolving 
related issues like logistics and 
payment mechanisms, potentially 
using local or third-country currencies. 
Both nations are looking to finalise 
new pacts and initiatives to boost 
economic ties, with a focus on 
diversifying trade beyond energy 
and addressing the existing trade 
deficit. Discussions are also underway 
for a Free Trade Agreement with 
the Eurasian Economic Union.  

A bilateral mobility agreement 
is expected to be signed to facilitate 
legal migration and protection of 
skilled Indian workers in Russia, 
which is experiencing a labour 
shortage. The agreement aims to 
establish a formal framework for 
legal migration, protect the rights 
of Indian workers in Russia, and 
facilitate the expansion of skilled 
Indian manpower in key Russian 
economic sectors.  

Russia is keen to attract skilled 
Indian workers in industries such 
as construction, textiles, engineering, 
electronics, and IT. The pact will 
offer new employment opportunities 
for skilled Indian professionals 
and ensures their legal protection 
and dignif ied employment in 
Russia. 

In conclusion, Putin's visit is a 
continuation of regular high-level 
exchanges and is driven by mutual 
strategic interests, the goal of 
which is to foster a multi-polar 
order. The visit reinforces a "special 
and privileged strategic partnership" 
that has been a consistent factor 
of stability in international relations, 
allowing India to pursue its national 
interests on the global stage. 
Ultimately, the visit is a test of 
India's diplomatic skill in balancing 
its historic friendship with Russia 
with its evolving global partnerships, 
demonstrating its ability to engage 
with all major powers on its own 
pragmatic terms.  

 
(The writer, a retired IFS officer, served as India’s 
Ambassador to Kuwait and Morocco and as 
Consul-General in New York.)



Bangladesh is headed for further polit-
ical uncertainty and a possible descent
into turmoil and instability given the
recent developments related to the
verdict convicting former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina (PMSH) of crimes
against humanity. After the events in
July-August 2024, which led to violence,
the ouster of the government, and her
subsequent arrival in India on a special
military aircraft, PMSH has been given
safe haven by India. 

This has understandably led to
further tensions in bilateral ties, which
have been progressively worsening
since PMSH left Dhaka and the instal-
lation of an interim government (IG) led
by Chief Advisor Mohammad Yunus,
who has made clear his animosity
towards India and his increasing prox-
imity to Pakistan and China and, to an
extent, the United States. While there
had been general dissatisfaction with
the dictatorial manner in which PMSH
was running the government, there
was economic growth in Bangladesh
with an increase in GDP figures, and her
government’s policies had set the
path towards Bangladesh exiting the
Least Developed Country category by
2026. However, that may not happen
now, as student protests against job
quota reforms picked up after PMSH
labelled them as “grandchildren of the
Razakars” who supported the Pakistani
military’s operations in the 1971 liber-
ation war and were accused of heinous
crimes. The use of the term further
escalated the protests as students felt
slighted and considered her response
dismissive of their efforts to address the
quota system in government jobs,
which reserved around 30 per cent of
jobs for descendants of the freedom
fighters of  the 1971 Liberation
Movement. 

As the violence increased and the
government responded with a heavy
hand, leading to the deaths of some
protesters, the situation inflamed and
demands for PMSH’s resignation
increased, eventually forcing her to flee
the country for India. The government
failed to recognise the mood on the
ground, especially after the opposi-
tion’s boycott of the general elections
in January 2024 and the groundswell
of anti-government sentiment. PMSH’s
tenure in power from 2009 to 2024 was

marked by strong economic growth
but also by a strong crackdown on
dissent, extra-judicial killings, and
alleged human rights violations. After
PMSH left the country, tensions eased
somewhat and the Bangladesh Army
announced the setting up of an interim
government (IG) to run Bangladesh. The
chaos that followed saw widespread
destruction, and vio-
lence continued for
some time before
there was relative calm
along with demands
for accountability for
those killed. 

The Yunus-led
interim government
has been mandated to
focus on reforms in
the system and there is
an opportunity to take
Bangladesh out of the quagmire and
put it on a transformative path to
rebuild democracy and ensure securi-
ty and stability, though there are many
questions about the likelihood of this
happening given the IG’s approach.The
IG’s decision to put PMSH on trial in the
country’s International Crimes Tribunal
(ICT) and her conviction, in absentia, on
charges of human rights violations, and
the award of the death sentence, has
once again put Bangladesh in the
spotlight and its future at a crossroads.
The verdict marks the end of a politi-
cal dynasty and PMSH’s political journey
and her 15-year tenure at the helm of
the country. 

After much pressure, Bangladesh’s IG
has announced general elections in
February 2026 along with a referendum
on the July National Charter, which
offers a direction and roadmap for
structural reforms. It proposes intro-
ducing time limits for prime minister-
ial terms and scrapping the first-past-
the-post system for proportional rep-
resentation, thereby rewriting the
rules of Bangladesh’s politics. While
these reforms are supported by the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP),
the Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI), and other
smaller parties, they are not support-
ed by the student-led Bangladesh
Citizens Party (NCP). This, along with the
proposed ban on the Awami League’s
participation in the forthcoming elec-
tions, does not augur well  for

Bangladesh.The death sentence for
PMSH and demands for her extradition
from India are symptoms of the com-
promised judicial system and flawed
policy approach of the interim govern-
ment, exposing it to charges of bias and
a predetermined verdict. 

The ICT’s mandate was changed in
an unconstitutional manner, and the

Chief Prosecutor in the
case was a JeI lawyer
who had defended 1971
war criminals. PMSH
was also not allowed to
choose her defence
lawyers.  India has
refused to send back
PMSH, stating that any
decision must follow
due process and align
with the bilateral
Extradition Treaty

between India and Bangladesh, which
clearly exempts extradition “for an
offence of a political character” (Article
6).For India, Bangladesh is an important
neighbour and there is a need to keep
the relationship as amicable as possi-
ble. But the growing clout of pro-
Pakistan elements in Bangladesh’s
polity and the undermining of the
Awami League and its supporters pose
challenges for India’s approach to
the new government after the pro-
posed elections.

Bhopal 
November 23, 2025

Poverty devastates
families, communities
and nations. It causes

instability and political
unrest and fuels

conflict.
— Kofi Anan

Former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh has been
sentenced to death for alleged crimes against humanity linked to the
July 2024 student uprising. The verdict, delivered amid escalating
anti-India sentiment and a volatile electoral landscape, has
sharpened political divides at home and placed New Delhi in an
unusually delicate diplomatic position

Chaos and confusion in the neighbourhood

MANJU SETH 
Former Ambassador

The Hasina verdict and implications for India
On November 17,  Bangladesh’s
International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) sen-
tenced former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to death for crimes against
humanity related to last year’s student-
led July Uprising, which resulted in the
deaths of as many as 1,400 civilians and
injuries to over 20,000. The much-
awaited judgment is historic for many
reasons. For the first
time in Bangladesh’s
history, a court has
handed down such a
severe punishment to a
political figure of her
stature. This verdict also
arrives at a critical
moment in the nation’s
politics - barely two
months before the 13th
JatiyaSangsad elections.
Sheikh Hasina, who has
been residing in New
Delhi since fleeing
Dhaka on 5 August 2024, rejected the
verdict, calling it ‘biased and political-
ly motivated’. Nevertheless, this judg-
ment places New Delhi in a difficult posi-
tion, as Dhaka has, quite predictably,
requested India to extradite her.

The interim government, following its
establishment in August 2024, intro-
duced amendments to the ICT Act (1973)
in late 2024 to address crimes related to
the July Uprising and the ensuing polit-
ical violence. The ordinance under-

went three rounds of amendments this
year-in February, May, and September-
expanding the ICT’s authority and des-
ignating Sheikh Hasina and other
accused individuals as ‘fugitives’. Trials
against Hasina and others officially
began in June this year, a month after
the interim government banned her

party, the Awami League, under the
A n t i - T e r r o r i s m
Ordinance. This move
followed protests in April
and May by Islamic
parties and the National
Citizen Party (NCP),
demanding that nation-
al elections be held only
after the completion of
the July trials and the
announcement of the
July Charter. Clearly, such
pressure appeared to
work, and the interim
government complied

with both demands.
Chaired by Justice Golam Mortuza

Mozumder, the three-member ICT bench
read portions of the 453-page judgment
in a verdict live-streamed on Bangladesh
Television. In videos presented by the
investigating officers, subtitles claimed
among other things that "Sheikh Hasina
asked Delhi to attack Dhaka" and pre-
sented several pieces of evidence pur-
portedly demonstrating that Hasina
ordered forceful action against the stu-
dents during the uprising. While
BDMilitary.com, an independent defence
and strategic affairs digital platform run
by Bangladesh’s former defence veter-
ans (founded in 2005), published an
article titled "Sheikh Hasina begged
India to attack Dhaka," no credible
Bangladeshi media outlets reported
this, clearly indicating that the documen-
tary evidence claimed by the ICT was not
accepted by the media in Bangladesh.

The ICT hearing also criticised the
now-banned Awami League party, pro-
hibited from contesting the upcoming
national election. The chief prosecutor,
Mohammad Tajul Islam, summarising
witness testimonies, labelled the Awami
League ‘fascist’ from the very inception
of independent Bangladesh, accusing
the party’s government of concentrat-
ing on perpetuating its power through
exploitation, torture, curtailing funda-

mental rights, denying social justice and
democracy, and eventually establishing
a dictatorship by forming BAKSAL. He
further claimed that, led by Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the Awami League
government formed the infamous
RakkhiBahini (a paramilitary force
created in 1972) "in connivance with a
neighbouring country to weaken and
abolish our glorious Army," and that
Sheikh Hasina did similar things after
returning to power in 2008. The reading
also indirectly blamed New Delhi for
Bangladesh’s alleged democracy deficit
since its liberation.

Anti-India sentiments in Bangladesh,
long nurtured by anti-League factions,
have escalated since the fall of the
Hasina regime. Many have concluded
that New Delhi was responsible for
Sheikh Hasina’s autocracy and the last
three rigged elections. 

After the July Uprising, these senti-
ments have been echoed within the
interim government, often blaming
New Delhi for domestic law and order
issues-from the demolition of 32
Dhanmondi to unrest in Khagrachhari-
and making unsubstantiated accusa-
tions that New Delhi "disapproved of"
and "disliked" the student-led July
protest. Critics have indirectly held
India responsible for rendering SAARC
‘nearly defunct’. Major political parties
like BNP, Jamaat, and NCP have pushed
the narrative that "countering Indian
hegemony" is central to Bangladesh’s
foreign policy, following its reset under
the Yunus government. Lastly, Sheikh
Hasina’s exile in India has been cited as
the principal cause of strained bilater-
al relations.

The ICT verdict on Hasina received
praise across political parties, who
claimed that justice had been served.
The interim government called it "his-
toric," while Chief Advisor Yunus assert-
ed that the conviction affirmed that "no
one is above the law." 

The NCP called for the swift execution
of the sentence and Hasina’s immedi-
ate repatriation from New Delhi, urging
India not to shelter "killer Sheikh Hasina."
Jamaat-e-Islami welcomed the verdict,
stating that this trial met ICT stan-
dards, unlike previous trials against
Jamaat members. 

ANKITA SANYAL
Research Fellow at the
International Centre for Peace
Studies, New Delhi
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The tumultuous journey of Sheikh Hasina
GYANESHWAR DAYAL

The history of Bangladesh begins with Sheikh
Mujib the legendary leader who rose against
the powerful Pakistan army and attained
independence after a struggle that was both
difficult  and long. Lovingly called
‘Bangabandhu,’ he was a person admired and
revered across  the nation for achieving the
impossible. After the surrender of Pakistan East
Pakistan became what is now Bangladesh.

A nation was born and charted on a journey
of progress and development under its benev-
olent leader. However, destiny had other
plans. What began with a promising note in 1971
ended on an abrupt note when Bangbandhu
and his  family members were assassinated in
a military coup. Hasina and her sister survived

because they were abroad at the time. That
trauma  defined Sheikh Hasina’s political
persona.  Sheikh Hasina, the surviving daugh-
ter inherited her father’s legacy, goodwill and
burden at the same time and charted on a polit-
ical journey that would shape the destiny of
small Bengali-speaking nation. Her rise,
endurance, and eventual downfall are inter-
twined with the history of a nation that
showed promise and even outpaced Pakistan
but fell to poltical machinations.

She showed courage and determination
when she returned from exile in 1981,  and took
over the leadership of the Awami League. The
journey was not smooth though.  She struggled
to restore the democracy in the nation and
finally succeeded. Her fight for democracy was
marked by fierce rivalry, political crackdowns,

and highhandedness of the army. With a mix
of persistence and political instinct, she
became the accepted custodian of
Bangabandhu’s unfinished mission — to see a
thriving democratic Bangladesh. Eventually
Hasina became prime minister in 1996, marking
the beginning of her long political domi-
nance. Sheikh Hasina’s tenure as Prime Minister
of Bangladesh began on 23 June 1996, when she
assumed office after her party, the Awami
League, won the general election, succeeding
Khaleda Zia’s Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP). Her first term lasted until 15 July 2001.
After a while she returned to office on 6 January
2009 following her party’s landslide victory in
the 2008 general election and won subsequent
elections in 2014, 2018 and 2024.  Her ascent of
power coincided naturally with good relations

with India and period of growth and prosper-
ity that was fast and sustained. Her govern-
ments saw major infrastructure projects,
impressive growth indicators, social welfare
expansions, and a consolidation of nationalist
politics centred on the liberation. During her
rule Bangladeshtransformed into one of South
Asia’s fastest-growing economies. However, the
torchbearer of democracy herself succumbed
to autocratic traits and alienated a large
section of people — giving sops to her support-
ers and brickbats to opponents — something
that eventually led to Gen Z uprising and her
ignominious downfall.

The abolition of the caretaker government
system, the crackdown on opposition parties,
and allegations of human rights abuses made
her look authoritarian leader who wanted to

retain power at all costs. The 2024 student upris-
ing was the turning point. What began as anger
over job quotas and governance failures
quickly transformed into a nationwide move-
ment challenging Hasina’s prolonged rule. Her
government’s response-marked by repres-
sion, arrests, and violence-fuelled unprecedent-
ed public fury. As unrest spread, her political
fortress began to crumble. After the uprising
she moved to India where she currently lives
but the International Crimes Tribunal’s death
sentence has changed the situation and India
will have to take a call on her extradition as an
extradition treaty warrants that she goes back
to her home country and is penalised as per
the law. Till that happens her fate hangs in
uneasy balance.

The writer is Senior Editor with The Pioneer
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Gen Z may know about Lady Diana but
may not be aware of the reason her
early death occurred in a car crash in
1997. As per the report of the British
inquest, Operation Paget, it was con-
cluded that the high-speed car crash
resulted from the negligent driving of
their driver, as well as the pursuing
paparazzi. Lady Diana had, on various
occasions, expressed her displeasure
at the unusual media interest in her
troubled life. It is, then, indeed tragic
that her life was cut short by exactly
the same forces. I recall this episode
vividly because, as a teenager who
admired her, I was shaken by what our
collective hunger for her life was,
which could have led the paparazzi to
get more of her, earn more from her,
and ultimately led to her death.

I  see a similar
pattern that, until
recent times, did not
prevail in India; that
is ,  India is  now
moving from curiosi-
ty to voyeurism. Let
me also say it is not
merely the paparazzi
or the mobile holders
wanting a piece of
the celebrity pie, but
also the content seekers who keep
looking for more - to go viral, to mon-
etise, to break new stories, to start new
gossip. India’s entertainment industry
has grown by leaps and bounds over
the last few decades, bringing with it
not just global recognition but also the
relentless media gaze. 

The emergence of a paparazzi
culture because of multiple media plat-
forms has also led to a disturbing trend:
the erosion of privacy, dignity, and
respect for public figures. There is, of
course, a caveat: the celebrity-
paparazzi culture is an incestuous
love-hate reality where both cannot do
without each other due to the constant
need to be visible, yet seek privacy
between personal  and public  
curiosity.

However, the very notion of privacy
for public personalities has changed
considerably. Increasingly, ‘known
faces’ have little control, or even
awareness, over when they might
become a viral moment, simply
because anyone who recognises them
can record and share their presence
without consent. This is why I feel India
will need to rewire itself to the rules
of privacy, and that shift should begin
at the school education level.

This column is triggered by the
recent illness and hospitalisation of the
country’s much-loved veteran hero,
Dharmendra. He, in the past, had
often expressed his discomfort at
being photographed during private
family gatherings or personal outings.
There are many instances in which he
has requested privacy, only to have
those appeals disregarded by persis-
tent photographers. Yet recently, when
he was rushed to the hospital, his
earlier pleas went unheeded again,
and an entire shameful episode of
peeping toms was carried out. The

paparazzi were not just
reporting his visitors but
also exploiting their
emotions. It did not stop
there; they also circulat-
ed a particularly vulner-
able video of the actor
with his family inside
the hospital room.

When “Dhai  Kilo
kaHaath” fame actor and
former MP Sunny Deol

gave the media a lesson on privacy
after his father returned home, the
message resonated with everyone
who was viewing the content on his
health beyond the medical bulletin and
updates from family. 

The coverage was so intrusive that
even the pizzas delivered to their
home were being reported with
visuals. Before that, there was the
deeply shameful episode in which
news of the legendary actor’s sup-
posed passing was reported by all
major news channels. It took the
Mathura MP and wife of Dharmendra,
HemaMalini, to publicly call them out.
The rush to be first past the post, the
news breakers, the TRP seekers - aka
the vultures — often forget about the
dignity and privacy of the families
involved in their TRP news. 

Similar video leaks emerged of the
late Rishi Kapoor too, from the hospi-
tal he was in, and one could only feel
sorry for the family grappling with grief
while at the same time being subject-
ed to constant media interest.

There are so many more examples
that can be added — Sridevi, Sushant
Singh Rajput and even Zarine Khan. A
young actress of KaantaLaga fame,
ShefaliZariwala, who was popular
with the paparazzi, passed away sud-
denly. Attempts were made to weave
a conspiracy where none existed,
exposing the ugliness of the thriving
conspiracy theory industry.

This finally brings me to the brave
Rhea Chakraborty. In 2020, when the
news of the tragic suicide of actor
Sushant Singh Rajput was announced,
in parallel, we saw an unprecedented
media frenzy, with Rhea Chakraborty,
his girlfriend, placed squarely in the
spotlight. Her daily life became a
public spectacle; even mundane acts
like entering her apartment or visiting

a police station were turned into viral
moments. 

The coverage often crossed ethical
boundaries, turning her into a target
of public vilification and bearing
resemblance to the witch-hunts of
earlier centuries. The media was relent-
less, the conspiracy theories went out
of hand, and her being jailed was con-
sidered retribution. Not one person
from this vulture class wanted to hear
what she had to say because they were
catering to a class that had been led
to believe she was responsible. 

Today, after having long fought not
just for her bail but also her innocence
and her passport, no one has the guts
or the gumption to even offer her an
apology. What I figure about Rhea is
that she understands how the system
runs, and she is now using the very
medium to rebuild her place within it.
Similar is the case of Aryan Khan - a
public spectacle of a made-up drug
case, arrest, and later bail - even
through it all, his response was silence,
and later via his directorial debut, he
explained what he stands for without
the need to spell it out.

The right to privacy is a fundamen-
tal human right, and respect for indi-
vidual dignity is the cornerstone of a
civilised society. The ongoing violation
of these rights under the guise of enter-
tainment journalism is a worrying
trend. Media houses, photographers,
and fans alike must introspect and
adopt practices that balance public
curiosity with decency and empathy.
So, while celebrities do live in the
public eye, the assumption that their
every moment is fair game for public
consumption is deeply problematic.

India’s burgeoning paparazzi culture
reflects not just the appetite for celebri-
ty news but also a deeper societal shift
towards sensationalism over 
sensitivity.  The various stories I have
shared, of those I recall, serve as a stark
reminder of the urgent need to restore
dignity and respect to the lives of those
who entertain and inspire us. Fame
should not come at the cost of 
humanity; it is time for the lens to shift,
for both the media and the audience,
from voyeurism to responsible 
engagement.

“THE ART OF COMMUNICATION IS THE
LANGUAGE OF LEADERSHIP”

— JAMES HUMES OPINE 14
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Paparazzi as encroachers 

SAKSHI PRIYA

The evening’s programme
on 18 November opened up
with the inauguration of a
photo exhibition tracing the
life and artistic journey of
Pandit Shambhu Maharaj,
while also highlighting the
evolution of Kathak in 
the decades following
Independence. “We wanted
future generations to know
how it all started, who the
key people were, and how
the students of Shambhu
Maharaj took Kathak across
India and abroad and prop-
agated this dance form,”
says Kathak exponent
Vaswati Misra, President of
Dhwani and daughter-in-
law of Shambhu Maharaj,
married to his eldest son,
Krishan Mohan Misra. The
exhibition brings together an
array of photographs depict-
ing Shambhu Maharaj, his
family, his disciples,
moments from his perfor-
mances, and the recogni-
tions he received in the early
years of his career. It offers a
visual narrative not only of
the maestro’s artistic bril-
liance but also of the lineage
that shaped modern Kathak. 

The cultural richness of the
evening will continue with a
series of performances.
Among them is a Kathak
duet by Ipshita Misra, grand-
daughter of Pandit Shambhu
Maharaj, who will perform
alongside Daniel Freddy. 

The event will conclude
with a sitar recital by Padma
Shri Ustad Shahid Parvez,
accompanied by Ustad
Akram Khan on the tabla,
offering the audience a fitting
finale that blends rhythmic
mastery with melodic depth.
Reflecting on the current
cultural landscape, Misra
acknowledges the abun-
dance of talent but stresses
the need for deeper commit-
ment. “Young generations
have to understand the
depth of this form. Kathak
has the potential to trans-
form you, to make you a
better human being, to give
you a vision of life,” she says.
Founded in 1984, Dhwani is
a registered non-profit

organisation recognised by
the Government of India
and empanelled with the
Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR) and the
Ministry of Culture. Under the
leadership of Vaswati Misra,
Dhwani has performed
widely across India and inter-
nationally - including in
Japan, the United States,
South Africa, Germany, Italy,
Sweden, and
Canadapresenting thematic
productions that blend tradi-
tional sensibilities with con-
temporary vision. 

A significant highlight of
the evening will be the
formal announcement of
the Dhwani Shambhu Smriti
Puraskar, an annual award
instituted to honour excel-
lence in music and dance.
For its inaugural edition, the
selection committee has
named Padma Vibhushan
Ustad Amjad Ali Khan, for his
great contribution to
Hindustani instrumental
music and Guru Dr Maya
Rao (posthumously) as the
first awardees. 

“Their contributions are
immense and unparalleled,”
Misra notes, adding that the
committee reached the deci-
sion unanimously. She
emphasises that the award
criteria will remain flexible,
allowing future editions to
also recognise emerging
talents who show excep-
tional promise and merit
e n c o u r a g e m e n t .
Guest of honour Shri
Prashant Tewari from The
Pioneer newspaper facili-
tated the eminent award
recipients and handed over
the award and shawls to the

two distinguished awardees.  
The institution of the

Dhwani Shambhu Smriti
Puraskar marks an impor-
tant milestone in Dhwani’s
journey, reaffirming its
commitment to preserv-
ing India’s classical tradi-
tions and creating plat-

forms that honour artistic
excellence. Smriti 2025
stands both as a tribute to
Pandit Shambhu Maharaj’s
enduring influence and as
a continuation of  the
legacy that Misra and
Dhwani tirelessly strive to
uphold. 

The writer is a Member of the Rajya Sabha

Dhwani unveils annual award to
celebrate classical arts excellence

The Hasina verdict and
implications for India
Jamaat also demanded India extradite the
ousted prime minister, arguing that "if one
claims to behave as a good neighbour, if one
aspires to maintain friendly relations, this is
their foremost responsibility." Earlier, BNP
accused India of "creating opportunities for sab-
otage in Bangladesh by giving shelter to fugi-
tive Sheikh Hasina."

In stark contrast, international human rights
organisations-including Human Rights Watch,
the United Nations Human Rights Office of the
High Commissioner, and Amnesty International-
have expressed serious concerns over the

fairness of the ICT trial. They noted that the
verdict against Hasina, delivered in absentia,
violated international law standards despite
claims by the ICT that it followed the Rome
Statute. Concerns about the trial process were
also raised by 120 journalists from various
media outlets in a joint statement, observing
that the ICT proceedings presented 'one-sided
information' and were visibly politically influ-
enced. The government's appointment of a state
lawyer known for bias against the opposition
as Hasina'sdefence counsel was also deemed
'absurd'.

Bangladesh's interim government has
renewed its request to India to extradite
Sheikh Hasina and former Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, both currently

exiled in New Delhi. It asserts that India is under
a 'legal obligation' as per the India-Bangladesh
Extradition Treaty of 2013 to comply. The gov-
ernment stresses that granting asylum to
those convicted of crimes against humanity
would be "extremely unfriendly and demean-
ing to justice".

India's Ministry of External Affairs issued a
statement affirming that "as a close neighbour,
India is committed to the best interests of the
people of Bangladesh, including peace, democ-
racy, inclusion and stability in that country," and
that New Delhi will "always engage constructive-
ly with all stakeholders to that end." As the ICT
prepares to seek Interpol's assistance for the
repatriation of both Hasina and Kamal through
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the extradition

treaty provides New Delhi with ample grounds
to decline Hasina's extradition-an increasingly
likely scenario.

With anti-India sentiment at its peak and
Bangladesh's political parties evidently making
relations with New Delhi conditional on Hasina's
extradition, it appears that New Delhi's relations
with Dhaka are poised for a protracted winter.

Chaos and confusion...
The actions of the current interim government
appear dictated by Pakistan-backed JeI and
other Islamist outfits, which reportedly hijacked
the peaceful student protests and were at the
forefront of the violence that erupted in July-
August 2024. The IG has looked the other way,

allowing mobs to take revenge and kill Awami
League workers and even minorities; journal-
ists and civil society activists have been jailed. 

The IG has labelled these incidents as polit-
ical violence or Indian propaganda.India is con-
tinuing with trade, energy cooperation, and
supply of essential commodities and is being
patient, keeping in mind the unpredictability
of Bangladesh’s future course as it realigns itself
with Pakistan, which has even spoken about a
three-front attack on India.

India would like to see free, fair, and inclu-
sive elections in February 2026 and build a
strong bilateral partnership, but the rising influ-
ence of radical religious and anti-India elements
will present India with difficult choices and 
challenges in rebalancing ties.

From (L-R) Krishan Mohan Mishra, Vaswati Misra, Ustad Amjad Ali Khan and Prashant Tewari from The  Pioneer Group

Kathak duet by Daniel Freddy and Ipshita Misra (granddaughter of 
Pt Shambhu Maharaj)

Photo exhibition on Abhinaya Chakrawarty Shri Shambhu Maharaj

Ustad Akram Khan on Tabla and Padma Shri Ustad Shahid Parvez



�� ��� ����� � �������� ���� ���
���������������������������������
����� �������� �� ��� ��������������
�� ���������� ����� �� �����������
������� �� ������ �������� ��� ���
����� �� ������ ��� ������� ��� ���
���������� ����������������������
��������

������������ ������� �� ���������
��� ���� ������ �� ���� ��� �� ������ ��
������� � ����� ���������� ���� ���
�������������� ������� ����� ��������
�� ���� ���� ����� ��� ������� ��� ��
������ ��������� ���� ����������� �� �
����� ��������� ����� ����������� ���
���������� �������� ��������� �������
���� ���� ���� ��� �� ����������� ��
����� ��� ����� ���������� ����������
������������� ������� ���� ��� ��� ���
���������������������������������
������������ ��� ������� ������ �� ����
������ ������� ���������������������
����������������������������������
������������ �� � ���� �� ��� ��� ���
����������������������������������
���������������������� ��������� ���
� �������� � ����

�������� �������
����������������� �������������

��������������������������� �����
������ �� �������� ���� ������ ���
��������������������������������
��������������������������������
���� ����� ���� ���������� �������
����������������������������

���������� ���� � ���� ����� �������
������� ������������������ ���������� ��
����������������������������������
��������� ������ ���� ������ �������
������� �������������� �� ������� ���
���� �� ������� ��� ������� ����� �� ���
���� �� ��� ������������������� �����
�����������������������������������
��������������� ���������

���� ����� ��� ���� �� ��� ������� ��
��� ����� ������ ������� ���������

�������������� ������ �� ��� �������
�� ��� ���������������������������
�������� ���� �������� ���� �������
����������������� ������������� ��
������ ��� ������ ���� ������ ���� ��
������� ���������� ������ ���� �� ���
���������� ���� ���������� ���
�������� �������� ������ �� �������
���� ����������

���������� �� �� ���� ������ �����
����������������������������������
�������������������������������������
����������������������������������������
�� ���� ��������� ������ ����� �� ���
������ ������ ������ ���� ����� ������
����� ����� �� ������ ��� �������� ���
������ ��������������� ���������

��� ����� �������
��� ��������� ������� �� ��� ������

�����������������������������������
��������������������������������������
�� ������������ ����� � ������ ��� ���
������ ��� ��� �������������� �� ��� ����
�������� ������ ���������� ��� ���� ��
����� ��� ��� ���� �� ��� ��� �� ��� ����
����� �� ��� ����� �� �� ��������� ���
��� ������� ���������� �� ��������������
��� ���� �������������������������
�� ��� ������� ������� �� ���� ��
�������� �� ��� �������� �� � ��������
����� ����� ��� �������� ������� ��
������ ����������� ��� ���� ����� ���� ��

��� ���� �� ����� ��� ������ ���� � ���
���� ������

� ��� ���� ���� �� �������� �����
����� ����������������� ������������
�����������������������������������
� ���������� ��� ������������� ��������
���� ��� ������������ �� ������ ������
����� ���� ��� ��� ���������� ���
������� ���� �� ���� �������������
������������ ������� ��� � ����� �����
������ ����� ��� �� ���������� ���� ������
�������������� � ���������������������
�� ������� ����� ���� ����� �������
��� ������ ������� ������ ���� ������
�������� �����

� ���� � ����� ���� �� � ���� ������
������������ ������ ���������� � �����
������ �� � ����� ������������� ����� ��
����� ��� � ���� ���� ��� ������������
����������������������������������
���������� �� �� ������ �����������
���������� ��� �� ���� � ������������
����������������������������������
������������� ��������������������
��� ��� ������� ��� ������� ��� ���� ���
���� �� ������ ��� ��� �� ���������������
��� ��� ������� �� ������� ��������
������� �������������� ��������������
��� ��������� �� ��� ��� � ���� ��
��� �� �� ������� �� ���� ���� ����
��� ����������

���� ����������� ��� ������ �� ������
��� ���� �� ������������� ��� ������ ��

����� ��� ����������� ������������ ����
����� �������� �� ��� ��������� ������
������������ ������������������������
��� �������� ������ ��������� ��������
���� �������������������� ������������
������ ����� ����� ��� ��������� �������
���� ��� ������ ������ ���� ������ ��
������������ �����

������� �� �������
��� ������� ���� ��������� ������

������������������������������������
��� ���� ���� �������� ���������� ���
������������������������������������
���� ���� �� �������� ������ ������� �
������������������ ��������������������
����� �� ���� ���������� �� ��� �����
�������������������������������� �����
����������� ��������� ����� �� ��� ��������
����� ��� ���������� ���� �� ���� ���
�������� ����� �� ������������������� ���
������������������ ������� �� ������� ����
����������������������������������
������� �� ������ ��������� � ���������
��������������

���� �� ��� ����� ����� �� ��������
����� ��� ���� ������ � �������������
����� ��� ����������

�������� ���������������
������������������

�������
������� �������� ��� ����

�� �������� ������������������������

���� ��� ����� ����� ��� ��������������
������������ ������������ ���������� ����
��� ������ ��� ��������� ������ ���
������� ���� ������ ������� ���� � �����
���������������������������������������
������ �����������������������������
���� ������������ �� ����� �� ��
�����������

�����������������������������������
�� ���������� ���� ��������� ���� �����
���������������������������������������
����� �� ������������ ��������� ������� �
������� ������ �� ��� ���� �� ��� �����
��������������������������������������
���������������������������������������
������ � ���������������� ��� ���� �����
������������� �����������������������
������������������������������������

���������������������������������
����������������������������������
��������������������������������� ����
����������������� ���������� ���������
���������������������� �������������
����� ���������� ����� ������ ����������
�� ������� ���� ��������� � �������� ����
��������������������������������������
��� � ����� ���������� �������� �� ����
��������������������������

����������������������
�������������

���� ������ ����� �� ��� ����� ���
����������� �������������� ���� ����� ���
���������������������������������������
������������������������������������
����������������� ����� �������������
��������������������������������������
����������

��� ���� ���� � ��� ��� ������� ���� �
���������� ���� �� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��
������ ������� ������� ��� ������ ����
�������� � ����� ����� ������� �
����� ���� ����� ���� ���� ��������� �� �
�������������

���������������������������������
���� ���������� ���������� �������������
������������ ��������� �������������
����������������������������������������
����������������

������������������������� ������
�����������������������������������
������������������������������������

�����������������������������
����������� ������ ����� �����������
��������������������������������������
������������������������������������
������������������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������������������������������
��� ��������� ������������������������
������������������������������� ��������
�������������������������������������
����������������� ������������ ���
���� ������ �� ���������� ��� ��������
������� ��������� �� ��� ���������� ���
������������������ ����������������
���� ���� ����������������� ���������
����� �������� ���������������������
������������������������������
�����������������������������������
�� ������� ��������������������������
�������� �� ������� ����� ��� ��������
�������� ��������������� ������� ���
����������������������������������� ���
�� �������������� ���� ������������
����������� ��� ���������������������
����������������������������
�����������������������������������
�������������������������������������
�������������������������������������

��������������������������������
������������ �� ����� ����� �������� ����
���� �� ��� ���������� ���� ������� �����
������������� ��� ������������ ��������

����������������������������
�����������
����������
���������������������������������
������������������������������
������������������� �����������������
������� ����� �� �� ����� � �������
�����������

����������� ��� ���� ��������������
�����������������������

������������������������������������
������������������������������������
������������������������������������
���������� ��������� �������������� ���
���������������������������������

���������������������
����������������������������������

���������������������� ����������
����� ��������� ������������ �������
�����������������������������������
���� ���������������������������������
���������������������������������������
������� ������������� ��� � �����������
������������������������������������
����������������������������������
������������� ���� ���������������� ���� �
������������������������������������

�������� ������������� �������� ���
����� ������� ���� ��������������������
���� �� � ����� ������������������� ����
���� �� ���������� ��� ���� ������������
�����������������������������������
��������������������������������������
���������������

������� ������ ������� ������
��������������

������ ���� ������� ���� ��� ����
�������� ���� ���������� ����� ��� �� ��
��������� ��� ����������� ������ ��
�������������� ������ ���� ����������
��� ����������������� ���������������
������������������������ ���� ��������
�����������������������������������

��� ����� ���� � ��� � ������������ ��
������� �������� ������ �������� �� � ���
�������������������������������������
�����������������������������������
����������� ������� ���� �������� ����
�������������������������������������

��� ��� ������������ �������
�����������
�������������������������������������
������������������
��������������
��������������������
���������������������������
������������������� ��������� �������
��������������
������������������������������������
��������������������������������������
��������������������������������������
����������

������� ������ ����� ���� ����
���������
����������������������������������������
������ �� ���� ����� ��� ����� �������
��������������������������������������
��������������������������������������
�� ������������ ������������� ������ ����
���������������������������������������
������������������

���������������������������������
�� ��� ���� ����������� ���� ���� ���
����� �� ����� �� ������� �� ����������
������������ ���� ���� ���� �����
�������� ���� ���� �������� ������ ����
���������������� ���������� ������� ����
������ ���� ���������������������� �� �
���� ������������ ��� ��� ���������� ����
�������������������������������������
��������������������������������������
��������������������������������
�������������������������������������
����������������������������

����������������������������������
������������������������

����������������������� ����

������� ������������
����� ���� ���� ���������
�������
�����
������������

���������
�����
������������

����� �� �� ���������
������� ����� �� ����
���������� �� ��������
���������� �����
��������� ����� ���
�������� ��������� �����
�� ��� ����������
���� �� �������� �����
�� ������������� ���
���� ������ �
������������� ����� ��
� ���� �����

��������������������������������
�� ����� �������� ������������ ������
���� ���������� �������������������
������������ ���������� ����������
�������������� ������� �����������
���� ���� ������ �����������������
��� ������� �� ��������� ������ ���
����� ������� �������� �� ���� �������
���� ������ ����� ������� ������ ���
����������������������������������
����� � ���� �� � ������ ������ �������
������� ������ �� ������� ������
�����������������������������������
������� ���������� ��� ��������� ����
����������������������������������

����� ������ ����������� �����
����� ����� ��� ������� ������ �� �����
�������������������������������
��������� ��� �������� ������� ����
��������������������������������
������ �� ���� ����� ��������� ��������
�������������������� ��������� ������ ���
��������� ������ �������� �� ���
��������������������������������
�������������������������������������
������ ������������ ������������� �����
������������������������������������
����������������������������������
��������������������������� �������
����� ���� �� ��� ��� ����� ��� �������
������������������������������������
������� ��������� �������� ����������

��������������������
���� ����� �� ��������� ��� ��������

���������������� ������������� ���
����������� �����������������������
������� �� ����� ���� ���� ������� ��
����������������������������
��� ��� ��� ������� ���� ����� ����
�������� ����� ��� ���� ���� ��� �
����� ����� ������� ������� ���������
������� �� ��� ������ ���� ����������
������������������������������ ����
������������������������� �������
���� �� ���� �������� ��� � ������� ��
���� �������� �������� ���� �� ���
���� ������� ��������� ����� �� �����
������ �� �������

�������������������������������
���������������������������������
����� ��� �� ���� ����������� ������
������������������ �� ��� ������ ����
�� ���� �� ������� �� ������� ���������
����������� ����� �� ����� ��������� ����
�������������������������������������
���������� ���� �� ����� ���������� ��
�� ����� ����� ��� ��������� ���� ����� ��
�������� ���������������� �� �� ����
��������������������������������
��� �������� �� ����� ������ ���� ����
�������� �� �������� ��� ��� ���������
������ �� �� ��������������� �� ����
���� ������������ ���� �� ����������
������������������������������������
���������������������������������
������������������������������������
���� ���� ��������� ������� ��������

���������� ��� ������� �� �������� ������
����� ���� ���� ���� ��� ������
����������������������

�������� ���������� �� ��� ��� ����
����� ���� ����������� ��� ���������
��������� ��� ���� ������ ������� ����
����� ������������ �� ��������� ���
������������� �� �� �� ����� ������� ����
��� ��������� ������� ��� ���� ���������
���� ����� ��������� ������ �����������
�����������������������������������
������������������������������������
���� ������������ ���� ������ ���� ���
���� �� ���� ������� �� ������ ��������
�������� �� �� ������ ������������ ����
���� ���� ������ �� �� ������ �����
����������������������������������
�� ����������������������� ���������
����������������������������������
����������������������������������
�����������

�����������������������������������
����������������������������������
����������������������������������
������������������������������������
������������������������������������
��� �� ������ ������� ���� ����� ��
������ �� ���� ��� �������� ����� �����
������� ���������� ������������ �� ���
������������ �� ������������ �� �� ����
�������� �� �������� ������ ��������
�������������������������������������
����������������������������������
���������������������������������
���������������� ����������������

��� �� �� �������� �� �������
���������������������������������
�� ����� ����� �������� ���� ���� �����
�� ����� ������� �������� �� ���� ������
���������� �������� ����������� ���
�� ����� �������������� �������� ��
������� �� ���� �� ����� ������ ������
������� �������� ������ ����� ������
������������� �� ��� ���������� �����
��� ������� �� �������� �� ���� ����
����������������������� ��������� ������ ��
��������� ������������

���� ��������� �� �������� ���� �
������� ����� ������������ ����� ����
����� ��� ���� ���� ������� ������
������������������������������������
����������������� ���� �������� ���
��������������������������������
�������� ��������������� ���� �� �����
����������������������������������
�����������������������������������
���������������������������������������
��� � ����� �� ������������� ��������
����������������

������������������������������
������������ ������� �����������������
��� ���� �������������� �������������
����������� ��������� �����������������
�������������������� ��������� ����
���� ���� ��������� �� ��� �����������
������������������ �������� ����
��� �������� ��������� ����� ���
������ ����� ���������� �� ������ ��
����������������������� ���������� ��
���������������� ������������ ���� ���
�������� ��������� �� �������������
������� ��� ���������������������
������������������ ���� ������������
������� ��������� ���� ����

��� �������� ������������

������
������������

����� ��� ��������������� ������ ��� ������������������ ������� ��� �������������������������������� �������� ����� ������ ������� ��� ��� ���������� ����� ������ ������� ��� ��� ���������� ��������� ����� � ������ ������������ ����� ������ ������� ��� ������������� ������ ������� ��������� � � ���
������� ���� ���������� ���������������� ������ ������������� ������ ������ ������ ����� ������� ���� �������� ����� �������� �� ��� ������������������� ������� ���������������� ������ �������� �������� ������������ ������������� ��� ��������� ������ ����� ��� �������

�������������� ������ ������� ��� ��� ��� ������ ��������� ������������ �� ���������� ���������� �� ���������� ������� �� �� ������������ ������������ ���������� �� �������������� ��������� ��������

��������� ���
������� �����

����� �������� �������� ���� �� ��� ����� ������� ������ �������� ������� �� ��� ����� ������� �����

������� ������ ��� ��������� ������� �������� ��������� ���������� ����������� �

��� �����



EDIT pg 5
THE ASIAN AGE | SUNDAY | 23 NOVEMBER 2025 | NEW DELHI

Shreya Sen-Handley

Off the beaten track

EDITOR: KAUSHIK MITTER, PRINTER & PUBLISHER: K. SUDHAKAR; THE ASIAN AGE office is located at: New Delhi: Jawaharlal Nehru National Youth Centre, 219 Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg, New Delhi-110002. Phone: (011) 23211124;
Published and Printed on behalf of and for; Deccan Chronicle Holdings Limited, Jawaharlal Nehru National Youth Centre, 219 Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg, New Delhi 110 002 at BFL Infotech Ltd., C-9, Sector-III, Noida -201301;

London: Quickmarsh Ltd, 8th Floor, Block 2, Elizabeth House, 39 York Road, London, SE1 7NQ; RNI Registration number: 57290/94

23 NOVEMBER 2025

No time like present to
relish your diversity!

BJP has Nitish
on tight leash;
in UP, it’s SIR 
over surname

T
he Janata Dal (United) in
Bihar is naturally pleased as
punch at having returned to
power for yet another term.

But there is also a degree of appre-
hension about how its relationship
with the Bharatiya Janata Party will
pan out once the government settles
down to work. The BJP may have
been forced to concede the chief min-
ister’s post to Nitish Kumar but,
JD(U) insiders maintain, their
alliance partner is unlikely to give
him an easy ride. Unlike the past,
Nitish Kumar’s bargaining power
has been considerably reduced this
time round. He does not have the
option of threatening to walk on the
BJP because he no longer has the
option of teaming up with his old
partners, the Rashtriya Janata Dal
and the Congress since they don’t
have the numbers to prop up an alter-
nate government. So even as celebra-
tions were in full swing in the JD(U)
camp, there were murmurs that the
BJP has already made it clear that it
will not play second fiddle in this dis-
pensation. For instance, the BJP
refused to give up its claim on the

post of Assembly speaker though
Nitish Kumar was pushing his
party’s case. Having given up on the
Speaker’s post, the JD(U), it is said,
wanted that only one deputy chief
minister be appointed, but again, this
proposal was vetoed by the BJP.

Krishna Allavaru, Congress
Bihar-in-charge and a Rahul
Gandhi camp follower, found

himself in the eye of a storm when
dismal poll figures for the party trick-
led in on counting day. Dramatic
developments were witnessed at a
Patna five-star hotel where Mr
Allavaru was staying as angry local
party workers started gathering in
the lobby, waiting to confront the
senior Congress leader. Mr Allavaru
had already made himself unpopular
with the party’s state unit for the
selection of candidates and for his
inaccessibility. When told that the
workers were waiting to meet him,
Mr Allavaru packed up in minutes
and slipped out for Delhi in order to
avoid what promised to be an ugly
showdown. His team was issued
strict instructions not to reveal the

travel details of all Congress leaders
from Delhi who had been camping in
Patna for the duration of the elec-
tion. As rumour went round that
senior leaders would meet them,
even more workers arrived at the
hotel. When the wait proved futile,
many workers ordered food and
billed it to Mr Allavaru’s room which
was still booked in his name.

The acquisition of a vanity van
by the ailing Rashtriya Janata
Dal leader Lalu Prasad Yadav

was a subject of avid discussion for
several months in Bihar. Equipped
with a sound system, a television set,
a microwave and a toilet, the eight-
seater was used by the senior RJD
leader during the recent election
campaign and for his earlier road-
shows. According to his family mem-
bers, the custom-made vanity van
was required as Lalu Prasad Yadav
cannot sit for long hours and needs to
prop up his feet because of his kidney
ailment. The van also came in handy
when the former chief minister want-
ed to have private discussions with
party leaders, providing a good get-

away from the rush of party workers
at home. Then again, it has been put
to good use to take the family mem-
bers, especially the grandchildren,
for a drive to Patna’s famous Marine
Drive along the Ganga river. The
buzz in Patna these days is that the
van will now prove to be a sanctuary
and an escape for Lalu Prasad Yadav
from the ongoing battle among his
children.

There was a time when leaders
from across the political divide
were not afraid to exchange

pleasantries on social occasions like
weddings and birthdays. But that’s
no longer the case. The personal ani-
mosity between the Gandhi family
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has percolated down to state leaders
and workers in both the Congress
and the Bharatiya Janata Party. A
recent incident in Uttarakhand
shows how the message has been
imbibed by them. Chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami was to attend a
social function in the hill state last
week where former CM Harish
Rawat was also an invitee. The tim-

ings of the two leaders were worked
out in advance to ensure their paths
did not cross. But as it happened, Mr
Rawat reached late and stayed on for
a longer period than was expected.
Mr Dhami was informed midway to
the venue that Mr Rawat had not left
yet, forcing the chief minister to
delay his arrival.

The ongoing Special Intensive
Revision of the electoral rolls,
popularly referred to as SIR, is

topping discussions and debates
across the country. But in Uttar Pra-
desh, political leaders from across the
political spectrum said, it is not SIR
that is grabbing attention but sur-
name. Apparently, virtually every-
one who goes to a government office
for work is first asked to provide his
or her surname. And if you belong to
the favoured caste — in this case,
Thakur — your file is given top pri-
ority. UP chief minister Yogi Adit-
yanath is a Thakur and is known to
favour those who belong to his caste.

AAnniittaa  KKaattyyaall is a Delhi-based 
journalist

TESTING TIMES
What is Test cricket coming
to? On the first day of the
Ashes Test in Perth, 19 wick-
ets fell and neither team
crossed the 50-over mark.
Coming on the back of the
Kolkata Test between India
and South Africa where the
match almost ended on the
second day and where again
the average overs played by
each team was close to 50
in each innings, this is disas-
ter. One cannot but come to
the conclusion that our
cricket administrators in
cahoots with the pitch man-
agers and groundsmen are
deliberately sabotaging Test
cricket at the altar of money
from big business and
media. Today Test cricket is
reduced to 50 overs per
innings and it will not be
long before we see it
reduced to a 20-over for-
mat. Adieu Test cricket!
Time to make a second
Ashes trophy by burning the
stumps used at Perth.

SS..  KKaammaatt
Mysuru

REMAIN SEATED PLEASE
DDEEVVEENNDDRRAA  FFAADDNNAAVVIISS, chief minis-
ter of Maharashtra, has issued a GR
that the government officials should
get up to greet MPs and MLAs and be
polite to them. From childhood we
have been told that "to gain respect,
you have to give respect!" Devabhau
should have also suggested to these
swollen-headed upstart politicians, to
make themselves worthy of respect!
Further, the civil servants are already
servile and sychopantic; how much
more does he want them to bend? He
wants those who deceive us by calling
themselves “sevaks” actually want to
become our masters!

AAnniill  BBaaggaarrkkaa
Mumbai

AYYAPPA CROWDS
TTHHOOUUSSAANNDDSS  OOFF Ayyappa devotees
are overcrowding Sabarimala in
Kerala and must be managed innov-
atively before a tragedy takes place.
It is highly appreciable that more
police pesonnel were immediately
put in for monitoring the crowds, but
we suggest allotting different time
slots online to devotees for visiting
the main temple; installing big
screens at multiple points to show
the temple-puja program live; and
also telecasting the puja live so that
people may watch it on their TV sets
at home.

MMaaddhhuu  PP..VV..
Secunderabad

Anita Katyal

LETTERS

Subhani

Thirteen years ago, in a column for The Guardian, I wrote about taking my
tenderly young half-English children to a temple in Leicester to experience
their first Durga Puja. Not a patch on the Pujas of Kolkata, with its amazing

artistry, dazzling illuminations and epic hustle and bustle, this modest event still
managed to capture that spirit of bonhomie. The ‘bhog’ was delicious and gener-
ously apportioned, and the organisers warm and welcoming to strangers like us
rocking up to their marigold-draped door. 

Our gold-and-purple sari-clad baby girl jigged her heart out with the resplen-
dently dressed dancers, who rewarded her with their delight at her impromptu
performance. Meanwhile, my toddler son was floored by the mouthwatering
Luchi-Aloo-Dum, but bemused by the rapid-fire Bengali swirling around him,
having spent his short years hearing his white Englishman father and Indian
mother communicating in English, decided to join in with a resonating exit in
SPANISH, “Adios Amigos!” 

Causing much hilarity around him, it also convinced me to keep them attuned
to their Indian heritage. Growing up in a lively but undiverse British city, with-
out Indian family or community around us, we knew it would be up to us to pro-
vide them with a well-rounded upbringing. Giving them beautiful Sanskrit names
(short ones so locals wouldn’t struggle with them, yet they did), we dished up deli-
cious Indian nosh frequently, keeping the Indian connection crackling through
weekly videocalls and annual trips back, not to mention our inventive immersion
in desi festivities, and they lapped it all up, fortunately.

Celebrating Diwali late this year because of school exams, we joyfully carried
home sheesh kebabs, samosas, jalebis, aachars and mango lassi from the nearest
Indian deli, cooking two kinds of daal and a big pot of mutton-aloo-gobi to go with
it, as our teenagers lit twinkling diyas to the strains of Anoushka Shankar.
Transported back to my vow of thirteen years ago, to keep the Indian fires burn-
ing for our progeny, it felt like we’d succeeded in shaping two open-minded, altru-
istic, global citizens, a lot Indian and enormously British. 

Both children have half-jokingly striven to out-desi the other, but being British-
born and bred, with British school-
ing and accents, and half-white
genes (more obvious in my
Mediterranean-looking son than my
doe-eyed and dusky daughter),
they’re as British as Shakespeare,
Cadbury’s and Annie Lennox (Best
of British, in other words). Talking
of The Bard, coming from an
Anglicized, widely-travelled
Calcutta clan as I have, I’ve encour-
aged their love for British literature,
theatre, history and entertainment,
more even than their environment
and many a white Briton with their
own children. Our multicultural,
empathetic and modern worldview
has neither been rued nor ques-
tioned, by us or any other. 

Until now, when the brown and
black are constantly challenged to
prove how British they are. If white
supremacists and violent racists
have been shadowy, slavering mon-
sters all these years, existing beyond
the pale of our everyday world, or
even better, consigned to history,
they’ve come out in force. They live next door; take a corner and you’ll see fascist
flags flying from many windows. They flourish in the headlines too, making them
ever-present rather than distant, crawling out from under the slimy rubble that
was their natural home. Now they’re in every home and venerated; Nigel Farage,
Robert Jenrick, and Katie Hopkins, amongst others. 

POC are under siege instead. Not only facing daily vilification, abuse and
threats from politicians and press, but the general populace. An Indian grandad is
murdered by white teenagers whilst innocuously walking his dog. Several South
Asian women are raped in the space of a few weeks in “racially aggravated”
attacks. A highflying professional woman in a hijab is refused service in a shop,
and she’s far from alone but the only one who was heard. It’s happened to me too,
a brown woman in everyday Western clothes, blanked in an ice-cream parlour in
Cornwall, which I’d imputed to their notorious insularity. But no, it is no longer
relegated to dark corners, demonstrated by the summer of openly racist, violent
riots we endured last year. 

Sadly, Britain’s not alone in this. Europe’s witnessed a horrifying resurgence of
fascism, with a few far right leaders like Italy’s Giorgia Meloni having seized con-
trol, while the likes of France’s Marine La Pen hover on the brink of power. And
need anything more be said about Trump’s takeover of the US? This self-appoint-
ed beacon of democracy is now a tinpot dictatorship, but more dangerous than
most such banana republics in its rejuvenated imperial ambitions and vast size
and strength. This rising tide of aggression against the different and the progres-
sive is swamping all the world.

But then I think — hasn’t it always been there, just papered over in recent
decades? When I returned to India after having spent a good chunk of my child-
hood abroad, I thought and spoke differently to anyone at my school including the
teachers, and was routinely punished for it. Made to stand outside the classroom
daily to isolate and humiliate me for my “obharatiyo” or un-Indian ways, I stared
at my scuffed shoes and plotted my escape. A decade later, after India’s economic
liberalisation, I became the youngest regional head of a multinational television
channel, and those same teachers were beating down my door for favours for their
offspring. 

Life will always be cyclical, and the wheel of fortune’s revolutions will set the
world to rights again, to a place that prizes diversity and advancement, but as
with every other era of encroaching darkness, those who care must light the way. 

SShhrreeyyaa  SSeenn--HHaannddlleeyy is the award-winning author of Memoirs of My Body,
short story collection Strange and travelogue Handle With Care. She is also a

playwright, columnist and illustrator.

I
n the recently conclud-
ed Assembly elections,
the Opposition in
Bihar, including the
new start-up Jan

Suraaj, has been decimated.
The NDA coalition has
swept the polls.  A key take-
away from these elections,
is the steep electoral decline
in the Congress, the only
national Opposition party.
In Bihar the Congress man-
aged to get just six seats,
and a meagre vote percent-
age of 8.7 per cent.     

The Indian National
Congress was once not
merely a political party; it
was a national movement, a
repository of ideals and a
crucible of leadership that
shaped the destiny of a new
nation. However, today the
Congress finds itself in a
state of unrelenting atro-
phy, as if trapped within a
mausoleum of its own past
glory.

Has the Congress with-
ered away? The question
arises with every succes-
sive electoral setback. The
idea of the Congress is still
relevant, but the party that
can implement it has tragi-
cally unravelled. 1984 was
the last time the Congress
got an absolute majority.
Since then, it has lost a long
series of Lok Sabha and
state elections. The erosion
has been particularly pre-
cipitate after 2014, with the
rise of the BJP under
Narendra Modi. If one adds
up all the parliamentary
seats the Congress has won
in three successive national
elections — 2014, 2019 and
2024 — it still adds up to 195,
78 seats less than a simple
majority.  

Yet what is most striking
is the absence of account-
ability, the refusal to intro-
spect with the rigour that
adversity demands. Among
all the political formations
in the democratic world,
few exhibit the baffling abil-
ity to endure repeated fail-
ure with hardly a sem-
blance of internal upheaval.
The Congress appears

locked in a cycle of denial;
leadership remains cen-
tralised, decision-making
opaque, and dissent stifled
with both aggression and
indifference.

Why is the party bereft of
the ability for internal
reform? The answer per-
haps lies in a structural
inversion the party under-
went over decades. The
Congress that fought colo-
nial rule was a decen-
tralised mosaic of regional
leaders, ideological cur-
rents, and ground level
presence. In recent times,
the same Congress has
become, increasingly, a
dynastic fiefdom, without
organisational muscle,
rewarding loyalty more
than merit.  

The Gandhi family cannot
but bear a major responsi-
bility for this state of
affairs.  It has either direct-
ly helmed the party during
the period of decline, or
indirectly been the de facto
apex power. In any other
organisation, public or pri-
vate, repeated failure of this
nature would have demand-
ed change in leadership. If
this has not happened in the
Congress it is a myth that
there can be no other alter-
native.  However, such is
the statis or inexplicable
passivity within the party
that this has not happened.
A putative attempt was
made by the so-called 
‘G-23’, where some senior
leaders attempted to start
an internal debate on the
need for urgent remedial
action. It was a half-hearted
and diffident attempt.  All
that its many meetings
achieved was one letter to
party president Sonia
Gandhi.  

But the hostility and
aggression with which the
family — and the pre-
dictable coterie that sur-
rounds it — responded to
this well-intentioned
attempt, was surprising to
say the least. Those who
were part of the grouping
were almost equated with

being betrayers encourag-
ing something tantamount
to mutiny. Many of the
prominent leaders who
were part of the group were
ostracised, or their role in
the party’s management
and projection margin-
alised, leaving them in no
doubt that they did not any-
more enjoy the trust of the
leadership. At least two
prominent names come to
mind in this context, Shashi
Tharoor and Manish
Tiwari.  

It is true, of course, that
the BJP put all its publicity
machinery to lampoon
Rahul Gandhi, sometimes
unfairly and viciously. Yet,
this expected diatribe from
political opponents cannot
be the sole cause for the
party’s poor performance.
Rahul must understand
that memes and social
media trolling is amplified
precisely because the party
continues to stumble from
one electoral fiasco to
another. Much of the malev-
olent animosity directed
towards him would be neu-
tralised if the electoral per-
formance of the party sub-
stantially and qualitatively
improves.   

Can a new Congress arise
from the ashes of the old?
Historically, political regen-
eration in India has often
required schism. The
Congress itself has wit-
nessed splits that paved the
way for reinvention — from
the early divisions of the
pre-Independence era to the
1969 rupture that created
the Congress (O) and
Congress (R), eventually
redefining the party’s ideo-
logical contours. A party so
weighed down today by
inertia and internal sclero-
sis may indeed benefit from
a decisive moment of recon-
stitution. New leadership
liberated from hereditary
entitlement, fresh ideologi-
cal clarity and, above all, an

organisational revamp
rebuilding the party from
the grassroots upwards, is
imperative. The last is par-
ticularly important because
even if Rahul Gandhi
attracts attention on social
media, there can be no sub-
stitute for organisational
strength which has today
almost ceased to exist in
many states, of which Bihar
is only one example. 

The nation must bluntly
confront a fundamental
truth: Indian democracy
cannot flourish without a
credible national opposi-
tion. A ruling party, howev-
er powerful or efficient,
must be counterbalanced
by an equally persuasive
alternative. Democracy is
not merely about electoral
arithmetic; it is about the
constant presence of choice.
If one pole becomes over-
whelming and the other col-
lapses, the equilibrium that
sustains democratic vitality
is lost. The existence of a
strong Opposition compels
introspection within the
government, moderates
excesses, and enforces
accountability.  

Regional parties, even if
dynamic, are not equipped
to offer a cohesive national
narrative. They remain
anchored to local aspira-
tions, indispensable in their
contexts, but incapable of
carrying the full weight of
India’s pluralistic imagina-
tion. The Congress once
offered that unifying narra-
tive, one that bridged
regions, religions, lan-
guages, and classes. Its
retreat from that role has
seriously narrowed the
space for ideological 
plurality.

If the Congress cannot —
or will not — undertake this
transformation, then the
emergence of a new
Congress, or a new alterna-
tive, born from the political
bankruptcy of the old, may
be inevitable. History
rarely rewards institutions
that refuse to evolve. But it
often welcomes new politi-
cal formations that rise to
fill the vacuum left behind.
Congress leaders and work-
ers need to act before it is
too late. 

The writer is an author,
diplomat and 

former member of
Parliament

(Rajya Sabha)

Pavan K. Varma

The BJP put all its
publicity machinery
to lampoon Rahul
Gandhi, sometimes
unfairly. Yet, this
expected diatribe
from political 
opponents cannot 
be the sole cause 
for the party’s poor
performance.

Europe’s witnessed a 
horrifying resurgence of 

fascism, with a few far right
leaders like Italy’s Giorgia

Meloni having seized control,
while the likes of France’s

Marine La Pen hover on the
brink of power. And need

anything more be said 
about Trump’s takeover of

the United States?

If Cong doesn’t transform,
new alternative inevitable

Chanakya’s View

Political 
Gup-Shup


























