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Keep watch of aviation:
Itis too shortof rivalry

IndiGo has pledged to stabilize services within the rules and hopes have been stoked of new

airlines taking off But since a duopoly scenario will endure, aviation needs an antitrust scan

sIndia’s civilaviation crunch a thing of the
past? Signals from IndiGo, the airline
around which last month’s crisis of flight
cancellations swirled, suggest it will soon
be. Asdo public assurances of a return to
normaley from this sector’s regulator.
IndiGo hasassured the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) of its compliance with
new pilot-fatigue-reduction norms by 10 Feb-
ruary. The air-carrier said that it would be
ready to operate astable schedule without the
rule exemptions it was granted after its failure
torun flights threw air traffic into chaos. To
meet thisaim, IndiGo had earlier outlined a
plan to recruit pilots. But its latest pledge fol-
lows aregulatory rap on its knuckles from the
DGCA, which levied a fine 0f322.3 crore on the
airline and warned it not to stretch its capacity
toasnap-off point again. If this sounds like a
regulatory rebuke that's too soft, or too pat a
way to put the mess behind us, with its costs
merely anecdotal at this stage, market power
may have a plausible role in it. IndiGo’s share
of domestic traffic hovers above 60% and its
role in flying people looms over that of Tata-
owned Air India, our only other major carrier.
Together, two private players have nine-
tenths of India’s market. Akasa, SpiceJet and
others are small players, and unless global air-
craft scarcity eases, they would be hard put
trying to widen theirslices of the market's pie. A
silver lining around last month’s turbulence has
been a clamour for more rivalry in Indian skies.
Inlate December, India’s civil aviation minister
Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu had posted an
update on the microblog platform X that named
three potential market entrants: Shankh Air,
AlHind Airand FlyExpress. As noted by the
minister’s post, all had been given no-objection

certificates (NoCs) by the ministry. The next
step on the trio’s takeofT path would be to get air
operator certificates from the DGCA. Going by
Lok Sabha record: reported by Mint, of the
three NoCs, only FlyExpress's was new. The
same report also probed their readiness for
operations. What emerged was a dismal picture
of small-business hopefuls with insufficient
capital and iffy prospects. Estimates of the
startup capital needed even for amodest airline
range from 380 crore to X100 crore. The firm
behind FlyExpress was found to have a patchy
business record with legal smudges. Neither do
the other two inspire much confidence in their
ability to make a go of aviation. The odds of a big
capital raise by the commodity trading enter-
prise backing Shankh Air look rather long at
this point. So do those of the travel services
group trying to launch AlHind, evenifabit less
s0. Of course, likelihoods could shift. Even so,
given capacity gaps and other relevant factors,
wemay be lumped with a binary-choice market
for quite a while. Alas, the duopoly scenario we
stare at today is not a passing phase.

Thissector’srivalry deficit should draw the
Competition Commission of India (CCI) into
the picture. Last month, this regulator took
note of IndiGo’s air disruption and said the
issue would be placed under the lens of India’s
antitrust law. Since dominance differs from its
abuse, which is illegal, any probe that ensues
would be of wide interest. It is telling howa
brief exposure of air-network fragility hasraked
upreferences to corporate split-ups (think
AT&T’s ‘Baby Bells)), even though probes take
time and such a drastic remedy can only be anti-
trustaction of last resort. If rivalry rises, some-
how, we should celebrate. If not, this sector
must be kept under close CCI watch.
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Noida tragedy: A life was lost to
state apathy, not a road accident

No level of GDP growth will be worthy until we ensure that systemic failures do not endanger lives

PRAVIN KAUS

is director, Mrikal (Al/f Da(a Center)anda
young alumni member, Government
Liaison Task Force, IIT Kharagpur.

nafoggy winter nightin

Greater Noida, 27-year-old

Yuvraj Mehta did not die
instantly. He did not vanish without
warning. He did not become another

statistic inaroad accident ledgel Mehm

died slowly

began. The fog had reportedly kept
responders, nearly 80 of them at vari-
ous points, from diving in.

The car kept sinking. Mehta'svoice
grew weaker. Finally, it wasa civilian—a
delivery worker passing by—who tied a
rope around his waist and descended
into the water pit. He searched until he
found the car. By then, Mehta was life-
less. The body was recovered nearly five
hoursafter the accident. For the first 90
minutes, Yuvraj wasalive.

This detail matters for his death was
not inevitable. It is tempting to label
such deaths as tragic mishaps—prod-
ucts offog, bad luck or urban chaos. But
thereis sufficient reason to suppose that
Mehta did not drive recklessly. He
drove into negligence, falling victim to a
chain of human decisions that lefta
deep construction pit open nexttoa
road-turn, let repeated complaints go

pleading for help. Hi car had lnll('n ina
deep water-filled pitatanunder-con-
struction site. Road visibility was negli-
gible as his car reached a right-angle
turn with a flimsy barricade :m(l no

lai this

heeded with no barricade reflectors
installed and then deployed responders
without equipment or protocols that led
toawait superseding action as rescuers
opted for fear over duty.

Accidents are sudden. This was pro-
longed aband Ifa citizen can

reflectors, despite
hazard. Dense fog concealed what gov-
ernance should have prevented.
Mehtasurvived both the crash and
splash. He was only minutes away
home. He climbed onto the roof ol his
slowly submerging car, switched on his
phone’s flashlight and called his father
for help. His father rushed to the site.
Police arrived, as did the fire service:
Emergency calls multiplied. Rescue

teams were informed. Yel, for nearly 90

minutes, nothing happened.

Outin the cold, Mehta kept crving
out for help. His father watched help-
lessly as the state stood still. This was
nota case of absence. It wasa case of
paralysis. Police officers cited lack of
equipment. Rescue personnel cited
cold water and submerged iron-rod
hazards. Teams waited for other teams.
Responsi deferred. The
National Dis
tually arrived. Even then, no

aster Response Force even-

stand on top of his car for 90 minutes,
calling for help and still be left to die,
then the system did not fail accidentally
butstructurally. This case forces a big
question: How much is a human life
worth in India when no VIP convoy is
involved and no election s at stake?
The tragedy in Greater Noida fitsa
grim pattern. Children dying under col-
lapsing sports infrastructure, patients
succumbing inr: a( infested government

ebrate GDP growth numbers, but
growth without governance is cruelty
with spreadsheets. Proper barricades
and reflectors were installed only after
Mehtalost his life. First information
reports (FIRs) have been registered
against builders, the Noida Authority
CEO has been suspended and a Special
Investigation Team has been ordered.
But accountability cannot begin after
abody isrecovered. It must exist before
apitisdug, beforearoadis opened and
before lives are put at risk. The Noida
Authority must answer whya known
hazard remained unprotected. Police,
fire services and disaster response agen-
cies must explain why standard rescue
protocols failed. Municipal and plan-
ning bodies must explain how enforce-
ment collapsed in a high-profile urban
corridor. Suspensions are not the
answer. We need asystem rehaul.
Saving Mehta would have taken basic
competence, not heroism. A father
stood in the cold, listening to hisson
drown while the state seemed para-
lyzed. Thisimage should haunt anyone
who believes Indian institutions are
functioningas intended. When nearly
aman
ling for help, questions of
sibility need toarise thick and
fast. The social contract between u( izen
and state rests on asimple promise
moments of crisis, the state will act.
That promise was roken.
Thisisastory about far more than the
tragedy of one family. It is about every
citizen navigating poorly maintained
mad.s open construction sites and frag-
Today it was Mehta. Tomor-

hospitals, ele ing routine
waterlogging, bndgvzs collapsing with-
outwarning, toxic cough syrups killing
childrenand construction hazards swal-
lowing commuters. These should be
treated as symptoms of a malaise rather
thanisolated incidents.
India’s urban governance ha< mas-
tered optics—expressways, s i

ignage. enforce-
¢ response, We cel-

4
ment and emergen
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row it could be anyone drivi ing home in
fog, rain or darkness.

India’sambition to be a global power
cannot reston GDP figures alone. A
nationisjudged not by howit performs
onstage, but by how it responds when
citizens need help. Until accountability
replaces apathy, no level of growth can
compensate for lives lost.

YuvrajMehta's death should not be
remembered as an accident. It wasnot.
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To not have your suffering
recognized is an almost
unbearable form of violence.

ANDREI LANKOV
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The Tiger Global ruling may dent investor confidence

AMIT BAID

heSupreme Court’s rulingin the Tiger
Global-Flipkart stake-sale case has

Most Maunu.mp»c..upurpme :

(SPVs)were post-bo:
‘e

X caly \\'iLh Mauritius in Iomk—
periodichoard meetings, internal I

and decision-making records—without
much real operational or commercial sub-

stance. This model may now fail, unless

is head of tax at BTG Advaya, a
faw firm.

been framed as a blow ngmnsl tax-

investors can deumn\Lmle p;enume eco-
li it atthe

treaty abuse. [nreahlv itd hing far

assumptionsunderwhich foreign capital has
beeninvested in India fordecades. While the

nomic
treaty jurisdiction level.

Itwould beincorrect to claim thatall pre-
2017-18 (‘(l[sdl'(‘dlll()m'l(l(dll\ taxable. But
itis that tax certainty, the very

isfact-specifi

‘mantles the comfort investors drew from

treaty residency, grandfatheringassurances
and calcfull) structured exits. It resets
India’

promise on which those investments were
made, has been severely weakened. For
post- )Oll lS m\eklmems the ruling

jurisprudence, with ram-
ifications for private equity (PE), venture
capital (VC), foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) and long-term strategic capital.

The mostimmediate consequence of the
ruling s for pre-2017-18 PE, VCand foreign
direct investments, particularly those
routed through Mauritius, For years, such
structures relied on tax residency certifi-
cates, bnanl |(solu||ons and gove emam e

India. 'I'he Supreme Court hd:s madeit clea
that paperc ianceisnol

enough.

of General Anti
Avoidance Rules (GAAR) across asset
classes. While capital gains on shares are
already taxable, treaty benefits claimed on
futures and options, debt, dividends and

funds claiming while
ingaminimal on-ground presence
withreal control residing offshore. An open

questioniswhether FPIsin GIFT City, tradi-
tionally shielded from GAAR under Rule 10U,
would remain protected if courtsapply sub-
stance
where “brain and control”

ver-form principles and examine

xpl i
68of 17 November1971, whichisnot sub]ul
toany limitation period and does not require
an
earlier decision to be treated as a “mistake
apparent from the record” if it isinconsiste
with asubsequent Supreme Court ruling.

CircularNo.

sessment to be reopened, butallowsan

More thanretrospec

When GAAR was introduced, India’s then
finance minister Arun Jaitley had assured
Parli thatit would apply prospectively
and new rules would not cover investments
made up to 31 March 2017. The Central
Board of Direct Taxes reinforced this posi-
tion through circulars. The ruling, regard-
less of its legal reasoning, goes directly
against those commitments.

For foreign investors, this raises a ques-
tion: Ifexplicit sovereign assurances can be

diluted by sul t how
should long-term risk be priced in India?
Froma poli('y perspective, thejudgement
aligns India with global anti-avoidance
norms and curbs treaty-shopping. Capital
markets, huwmer mspund to predictability.

truly resides independent taxation, the cumulative
of| f&nnle(]m\kin\‘fxﬂﬁun It shakes up effectwill be a broadlitiga-
While the Supreme tionoverl I|.mg L\en\vhere
Court has notauthorizeda the ground on case
wholesale rmpemng of which forelgn lf:j'l:dlh:"{):::;:‘“(‘)ll::«:
the f\éi,hlli,iﬁﬁ";'f,'fﬁi Investments o i
inre: Qes;sm(-m {J_rowcl(i]li were made and :ix\ insurance lmm;[{fenw
ings. Fortransactions s . . heir exy on legacy
\;n(hm thereopeningwin- r]sks deterrlng t’x!l.s,snmmngd b_\'(llet‘{ljllcd
dow, it may now cite tax opinions from leading
“information suggesting fresh flows That comfort now

escapement of income™ to
I

interest are now ble to cl
Thisscrutiny will not be confined to inve est-
ments from Mauritius or Singapore. Struc-
turesthat lack substance undertreaties with
Jjurisdictions like France may also come
underthescanner.

Italso castsalong shadow over GIFT City
structures by raising difficult questions for

ase:

By s, theruling
nsl\s hmng seen not asa rclorm butasa
source of retroactive uncertainty.

Sure, foreign capital will adapt. Struc-

tureswill change. ill move. But

S, igh less this judicial shift i ied by
For cases currently under scrutiny or | reprice premiums and contest coverage | clear prospective guidance and renewed
llate level, therulingis | oncestr ejudicially ck ized India risk ingaprice—mot

pending at any app:
likely to be invoked aggressively. For con-
cluded matters, the tax department may be
tempted to attempt appeals with appl
tions for ‘condonation of delay,’ particularly
in high-value cases. Further, it may also

as impermissible av
re-examination of
required.

Perhaps the ruling’s worst consequence
lies beyond tax law—in policy credibility.

dance. An urgent
ing policy terms is

in courtrooms, but in terms of the higher
risk premium that global investors would
nto Indian capital, which could influ-
ence where they choose to deploy their
next dollar.
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venas we are engaged in protracted
negotiations with the US to sew upa
trade deal, India has gone ahead with
much agility to sign several others. In
recent months, New Delhi has con-
Australia and the UAE,
aited pact with the UK, and

cluded deals with
apart fromalong-a
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India’s trade agreements should
have asunset clause: Here's why

Our deals must enable periodic reviews on the basis of data to keep up with evolving trade dynamics and compelitive edges

1progress on trade
New Zealand and the EU. This momentum reflects
itsintent of deeper integration with global markets
and trusted partners. It makes eminent economic
xport opportunities, technol-
ain openings and strategic
ess, as our trade pacts

sense. Indianeeds
ogy inflows, supply-
diversification. Neverthel
multiply, it is worth pau

terms of our agreements are reslhem inaworld

with

thatis witnessing

from

an upturned trade order to geopolitical turmoil.
Animportant development inrecent timesis the
US'sevolving stance on trade with its largest trade

partners, Mex

co and Canada. Without formally

abandoning existing arrangements, the message
from the White House is blunt: trade agreements

are conditional, not permanent. Should domestic
priorities change, deals will be revisited. So US
trade pacts are transforming from one-time settle-
mentsintoliving instruments. For example, the
US-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) of 2018,
hl( hreplaced the NAFTA that had operated for

isreviewable.

]‘hL drawsattention to traditional trade agree-
mentsbetween countries that have no expiry date

semice 1

ISTOCKPHOTO.

1systems replaced

desktop computers

polig

zero tariff

s the backbone of the -’lol)al
digital economy. Supply chains clustered across
East Asia as these countries adopted aggre:

ies toattract investments in electronics man-
ufacturing. India, however, remained locked into
ross a broad range of electronic prod-
uctssince the ITA-1had no sunset clause, manda-
tory review or mechanism for recalibration. What

take Indiz

strained Korea's preferential accessrelative to that
enjoyed by Japan. Despite Korea’s trade surplus,
Seoul agreed to engage on a revis
ve driven by competitive pressure from Japanese
imports in Indian markets—highlighting how
external mmpctm\ edynamics pushed Koreato

on, largely

riously.

rent

Globally, the case of the USMCA that replaced
NAFTA isinstructive. Itstermsinclude a 16-year

orreset provision inked in and holds an important
lesson for India. Going forward, we should craft
trade accords that do not assume permanence and
have expiry or review clauses. Inan era of fast-
moving technology, geopolitical shocks and con-
stantly reshaped supply chains, rigidity doesnot
necessarily portend stability. It could turn hard-
earned competitive edges blunt by locking in y
terday’s efficiencies while tomorrow’s technolo-
gies and market structures race ahead.

Legacy agreements provide an instructive
benchmark. Take the case of the World Trade
Organization's (WTO) Information Technology
Agreement (ITA-1) of 1996. India signed up in
1997and it served India’s economic interests well
fora while. Eliminating tariffs on c and IT
components dramatically lowered costs, enabling
faster growth inour fledgling sofiware and ITser-
ssector. Cheap hardware supported offshore
ry models and helped Indian firms scale glo-

ly. Few policy decisions have paid such visible
dividends. The agreement built for the 1990s,

hegm asan enabler has deve [‘l()p(_d bnm hes that
are burd Ourel ing
struggles to scale up and tariff-jumping invest-

ments have drifted elsewhere.

sunset clause with mandatory reviews eve:
years, In otherwords, its continuation requires
affirmative political consent amongall parties.
Far from (Iesmblhu ng trade, this design enforces

The problem was not the op: fthattrade | acce v. Problems can be addressed early,
engagement, but its rigidit; i leverageis preserved and agreements remain
observed in seve sustainable.

FTAS).
India’s trade agreement with Japan signed in
2011 has left the Indian side clamouring fora

Sunset clauses in trade deals are often portrayed
as protectionist or disruptive by free-trade purists
and some export-driven multinational lohble% It

review following complaints by domesnc industry. | canwellb d that they are instr
Over the last several year i goml governan They force governments to
ended up with an annual trade deficit of a shade Ly their trade policy onthe basis

above 810 billion. The tariff preferences under this
FTA have not translated info ¢

rather than ideology. They create
for course correction,

export growth for India due to structural inequities
and rigid ‘rules of origin’ clauses, India has no cards
to play here, since the agreement’s re-opener
clause isrelatively weak:itis triggered only if both
parties agree to revisit terms and our discomfort
over the growing deficit does not qualify.
Our FTA signed with South Korea in 2010 offers

msteatlul pushing countries into crisis-driven
renegotiations.

For India, this matters immensely. Our economy
iscurrently in the throes of astructural transfor-
mation. Industrial policy, digital regulation,
mate lards and supply-chain stra
evolvingrapidly. Trade agreements must hence

however, didn’t keep pace with the global techno-
logical changes. Here's why.

Overthenext two decades, the electronics sec-
tor gained strategic importance. Smartphones,

&

is managing economist, Bates
White, Washington DC

chemic:

Bengalururesident had travelled to

further insight. In contrast with Japan, India did
not provide Korea equally deep tariff concessions
onmany overlapping product ‘lines’ such assteel,
sand manufactured goods. This con-

evolve alongs i,

AsIndia signs its next generation of trade agree-
ments, the real test will not be how quickly deals
are concluded, but how well they age.

Is dynamic pricing of airfares always fair to everyone?

PRERNA RAKHEJA

Understanding this case requiresacloser
lookat howairline pricing has evolved. Until
the1970s, fares were regulated globally. The
US began deregulation in 1978 and other
countries followed. India deregulated air-
fareswith the repeal of the Air Corporation
Aﬂ in1994. The recent l’hanm) aVayuyan

somewhat firm schedules to budget-con-
scious passengers who tend to book e.u'h
Bu( the system also has its drawback:

bwkmgs or mggermg pnw wars, Dynamic

pricing also depends on accurate demand

forecasting, which can be thrown off by
i ssuchas

Chennaiforavi that
was unexpectedly delayed. a
result, the person misseda return train and
had to take a last-minute flight to make it
back intime for work. This ticket cost about
%20.000—or 300% more than the same
route’s average fare for tickets bought at
least 60 daysin advance. This experience is
not unusual, but it does capture the anxiety
many Indian travellers face when con-
fronted with sudden fare spikes.
InNovember 2025, activist S. Laxminara-
yanan filed a public interest litigation (PIL)
in the Supreme Court challenging the
dynamic pricing models used by domestic
airlines. Putsimply, air carriers use d; dm:c

hinivam of 2024 govern-
ment to undertake economic regulation of
civilaviation, including tariffs—the basis of
this petition.

Freed from fixed fare schedules, airlines
adopted dynamic pricing—a model under
which different customers can be charged
different prices. Fare y
with peak-hour flights costing more than
off-peak ones. Ticket pricesoften rise during
holiday seasons or on routes with strong sea-
sonal demand. Of course, they also differ
based on market segmentation—for exam-
ple, business-class tickets cost a lot more
than economy tickets.

pricing models to adjust fares in
based on fluctuationsin demand. The peti-
tion argues that algorithmic pricing pushes
(ams I)r'y()nd the rcach oftheaverage Iudun,

Dynamic pricing offers airlines several

It maximi byadjust
ing fares in accordance with the market's
balance of demand and supply, which helps
lmpmw seal occupancy by Ir-mng prices

tionately affecting last t
1r:x\ ellers with emergencies and du rmf,,
eventssuchasthe Mnha Kumbh.

Juickly Itenables
ater to flierswhose willi
to-pay differs—from busis 1l it

pandemics or severe 5 consumer surplus into a
weather. Maintaining the A pUDllc interest producer surplus.
datasystemsbehind these The latter is the diffc
algorithmsrequires signif- plea haS sought ence between the mini-
“rom e conumers 3 Judlicial review T B R e
poic of vew. e to check [f this  piewmlyeicifor
pr(t‘luni(lly and lfrus_lr-:- model of market 3;, to :elll 2 tic T h‘(;m
ion. Low demand periods . . R hennai to Bengaluru for
bring cheaper fares and effl(]ency IS 35,000 but strong demand
competition among air- . . letsit charge 320,000, the
lines can keep prices in unfair to fliers resulting producersurplus
check. Yet theunpredicta- is115,000.
bility of dynamic pricing, The PILcontends that in

coupled withlow fransparency on how fares

MIN

The China shock may worsen
but globalization will survive it

Trade remains Beijing’s policy focus but others will learn to adapt

DANIEL MOS
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
Asian economies.

he good news for China s its export

machine i  much a going

concern. Itmight even be described
as(hm ing, de: espite US tariffs. Iusl aswell,
con-
omy struggling for traction. Growthin the
fourth quarter was the slackest since
China's re-opening from covid in 2022,

Still, the trade surplus last year exceeded
Sl trillion, a record sum that’s rich with
implications. Measured by China’s una-
bated despatch of goodsacross the world,
globalization hasn't been undone by the
levies imposed by the White House. Tt
keeps absorbing setbacks, as does the
world economy. That's a relief given the
host ofdire predictions that accompanied
the imposition of duties last April.

US President Donald Trump, however,
keepstesting the system's durability. Over
the weekend, he pledged tariffs against

European nations that oppose hi t-
ence that heacquire Greenland one way or
another from Denmark.

Few have escaped Trump 2.0 com-
pletely unscathed. While trade will expand
thisyear, it'sprojected to doso ataslower
clip. And patterns are evolving, some of
them in ways bound to create new disloca-
tions. China’s sales to the US plunged in
December; America’s share of total exports
fell to a historic low of 11% last year. If the
world’s largest consumer market has
waned considerably, where do all these
products churned out by factories go?
Shipments to Southeast Asia jumped 13 %,
to the EU by 8% and the UK by a similar
magnitude.

That’s encouraging on one level. We
aren’tenduringarepeat ofthe 1930s, when
barriers went up almost everywhere. With
the exception of China, few places have
fought back against Washi
asymmetry matters,” Alan
sorat Columbia University and member of
the Bank of England’s interest-rate setting
|1d ina speech in Singapore last
ter finds a level, trade

lend< tofind away. Ifone pathisblocked,
arbitrage of goods and services will seek
out the next best alternative.”

This optimism comes wi nh caveats.
Large swathesof China's economy are suf-
fering from deflation. The price ofexports
making their way toother destinations has

Trade resilience is good for the world even
if Chinaisn't easing its export thrust.  ase

China. Britain, for now, remains more
open. BYD, the Shenzhen-based EV maker
facing a tough domestic environment,
posted a more than five-fold increase in
salestothe UKin 2025.

The importance of demand abroad was

1 byaraftoffi {on
Monday. China's GDP expanded 4.5% in
the fourth quarter froma year earlier, retail
sales disappointed and investment stum-
bled. The economy met President Xi Jin-
ping's annual growth target of about 5%,
but only just. Chinese authorities are still
wary of launching the massive stimulus that
other Jarge economies confronting the
same conditions would undertake.

So, China's export juggernaut still has
primacy. Beijing is unlikely to countenance
amajor appreciation of the yuan even as
the global appetite for the greenback has
soured. The yuan did advance around 5%
year, though thatwasa farmore
modest appreciation than that recorded by
the Malaysian ringgit, Thai baht and Singa-
poredollar. A plausible reason for holding
back on juicing the domestic economy is
thatrate cuts tend to
Many economistsantic
mental easing this year, ifany.

It’salso important not to pin too much
eitheron Chinaoron Washington's pol
Offering consolation to his audience in
Singapore, Taylor tried to step bac Hm
the current noise and look at globalization
througha historical lens. Yes, government
actions matter greatly. But so do techno-
logical breakthroughs. The cost and speed
of moving freight hasretreated in fitsand
startssince the middle of the 19th century.
Nodding over his shoulder to the city
state's port—one of the world’s busiest—
Taylorspoke ofthe changes bracketed by
the arrival of the first mail steamship in
Singapore, the Lady Mary Wood, in 1845,
and the 2019 docking of the MSC Isabella,
the largest ever container vessel.

The intervening years had their share of
retrograde developments, not to mention
the tragedy of two world wars and count-

fallen accordingly. Alter ketslike
Franceand Germany propping up Beijing’s
model may find it all too tempting to start
fighting back. Electri sare vulnerable.
The EU has applied tariffs, though s con-
sidering replacing them with minimum
prices, astep that would ease tensions with

amount they were willing to spend. For
instance, ifthe Bengaluru resident was pre-
pared to pay 320,000 for an emergency
flight but found a ticket for 15,000, then the
35,000 difference represents this surplus.
However, by raising fares in real-time to
matchapassenger's willingness to pay, air-
lines can convert part of the

amarket with limited competitors, the con-

areset, canleave emergency
travellers facing prohibitively high prices.

‘roman economic perspective, this legal
battleisover the ‘consumersurplus, which
isthe ‘bonus’ value passengersreceive when
they pay lessfora flight than thy il

version ofa c surplustoaproducer
surplus can be skewed, thereby leaving fliers
with diminishing economic value.
Analternative to dynamicairline pricesis
capped airfares—even during demand

spikes, This pra llers with stability

less regional Attimes, the
greatest minds had reason to doubt that
commerce could everrecoverits pre-1913
vibrancy. For now, the resilience of trade is
one big thing the world economy hasinits
favour. May the price of this China shock

not become too high. ©BLOOMBERG

‘md al Ilm\a fora arﬁ,z-r consumer surplusin
cases of fliers ready to pay more. However,
caps canimpactairline revenues and make
some routes less viable, prompting airlines
toreduce capacity orservices, which could
offset some of the consumer benefits.

This debate gained freshmomentum last
month when IndiGo faced an operational
crisis that led to widespread delaysand can-
cellations. Thousands of passengers were
stranded and airports were overwhelmed.
To prevent opportunistic fare hikes, India’s
try of civil aviation imposed temporary
price caps on affected routes. Yet, around
the same time, civil aviation minister K.
Rammohan Naidu emphasized that deregu-
lation remains central to the sector's
growth—areminder of the delicate balance
policymakers must strike.

The Supreme Court has yet to decide on
the PIL, but recent events highlight the
importance of the question raised: Where
should the line between market efficiency
and consumer protection lie? And can one
ruleapply toall situations? Perhaps not. This
line may depend on specific circumstan-
ces—with a fine balance struck between
et growth and passenger benefits.
These are the author’s personal views.
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Meaningless formality

The conduct of Governors has
undermined their constitutional role

he actions of Tamil Nadu Governor R.N.
Ravi and his Kerala counterpart Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar during their custom-
ary Legislative Assembly addresses on January 20
came as no surprise to those who have followed
the conduct of Governors in non BJP-ruled States.
In Chennai, Mr. Ravi declined to read the speech,
which, his office said, had “unsubstantiated
claims and misleading statements” to justify his
walk out. In the past three years, the Governor
has either digressed from the prepared speech or
refused to read it out before walking out. In Thi-
ruvananthapuram, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan corrected the policy address made by the
Governor, who, according to Mr. Vijayan, had
skipped portions, as cleared by the Cabinet, and
made additions. As long-serving Governors, Mr.
Ravi and Mr. Arlekar should be aware that it is a
time-honoured constitutional convention for a
Governor to read out the exact text of the speech
or special address which informs the State of the
policies of an elected government. There has nev-
er been an incident of the British monarch de-
parting from the official speech; and the Indian
system is based on the Westminster model of par-
liamentary democracy. Yet, they have chosen to
violate the convention even though they have no
option but to function as “mouthpieces”, to qu-
ote former President R. Venkataraman, of the
State governments. Mr. Ravi’s penchant is to
court controversies but Mr. Arlekar did not re-
peat what he did last year, when he stuck to the
script, striking an officially punctilious tone.
Apparently tired of Mr. Ravi's repeated viola-
tions of the convention, Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin has favoured a constitutional
amendment to do away with the practice of com-
mencing the first Assembly session of the year
with the Governor’s address. Articles 87 and 176
of the Constitution require the President and Go-
vernors to make special addresses to Parliament
and State legislatures, in the new year. About 35
years ago, President Venkataraman had repeat-
edly recommended to Prime Ministers Rajiv
Gandhi and Chandra Shekhar that the practice be
deleted through an amendment as he called it a
“British anachronism” and a “meaningless for-
mality”. This suggestion should be viewed in line
with the thinking of the regime at the Centre,
which seems to have taken upon itself the task of
repealing “outdated colonial laws”. The language
of the two Articles was borrowed from the rules
of the House of Commons. Nothing would be lost
if the Articles are scrapped, as the President and
the Governors still retain their right to address
the legislature under Articles 86 and 175. Impor-
tantly, Governors should not assume powers and
functions that are not envisaged under the Con-
stitution and should set an example of respecting
the letter and spirit of the Constitution.

Building bridges
The benefits of cross-border CBDC

payments could outweigh costs
T he RBI’s reported moves towards encou-

raging India’s BRICS partners to link their
digital currencies with the RBI's own Cen-
tral Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) are sensible
but one that could pose some risks. According to
news reports, the RBI has recommended to the
Centre that a proposal connecting the CBDCs of
the BRICS countries be made part of the agenda
for the 2026 BRICS summit in India. This is a nat-
ural progression of India’s push during its presi-
dency of the G20 in 2023 for international coop-
eration and standardisation on cryptocurrencies.
The RBI has historically been extremely conser-
vative about private cryptocurrencies, repeatedly
calling for a ban, and progressive about CBDCs,
arguing that they have multiple uses. Its stance
seems largely correct — it recognises the evident
risks of cryptocurrencies as assets to invest in,
but sees the advantages of the blockchain as the
backbone of payments infrastructure. While a
ban on private cryptocurrencies seems extreme,
their widespread adoption does expose the pu-
blic to extreme volatility, fraud potential, and an
erosion of wealth. CBDCs have the advantage of a
sovereign guarantee and are also not interest-
bearing. They are not only safe but will also not
attract people looking to make returns. That said,
India in particular has little use for a domestic
CBDC. As digital payments go, the UPI infrastruc-
ture has proven to be excellent but has also far
too big a headstart for CBDC to overcome. This is
why the RBI’s attempts to use CBDCs for interna-
tional payments are a sensible approach.
Cross-border payments are a significant chan-
nel for black and laundered money. Any attempts
to bring further transparency to such flows are
welcome. Blockchains are excellent instruments
for this purpose. They form transparent and im-
mutable records of transactions and can be cod-
ed to provide relevant details such as the points
of origin and destination. A BRICS agreement on
such a payment infrastructure could further
mandate that payments be linked to national
identity numbers or tax departments. CBDC pay-
ments would also help ease some of India’s stick-
ier international payments issues. Payments to
Russia and Iran, for example, will become easier
since the SWIFT network is not available to either
country. On the other hand, exactly such pay-
ments and the related move away from the dollar
will inevitably anger President Donald Trump. He
has already warned of additional tariffs on BRICS
countries should they move away from the dollar.
That said, with 50% tariffs in place, India needs
to see whether incremental tariffs will actually
hurt. The benefits of cross-border CBDC pay-
ments could still outweigh the costs.

Judicial removal — tough law with a loophole

here has been much attention on 107

Members of Parliament in the Lok

Sabha (the INDIA bloc) having given

notice of an impeachment motion in
December 2025, seeking the removal of Justice
G.R. Swaminathan, Judge of the Madras High
Court. The motion had 13 charges against the
judge which included one that the judge has been
acting against secular constitutional principles
and favouring lawyers of a particular community.
The notice of the motion was submitted to the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Om Birla, on
December 9.

The terms and conditions

Impeachment of a judge of the Supreme Court of
India is provided for in Articles 124(4) and 124(5)
of the Constitution and that of a High Court judge
in Articles 217(1)(b) and 218. The term
‘impeachment’ is not used in the Constitution
which instead uses the term ‘removal’ in the case
of judges. The term ‘impeachment” is used only
in the context of the removal of the President of
India from office (Article 61). The procedure laid
down in Article 124 for the removal of a Supreme
Court judge applies to a High Court judge as well.

Article 124(5) provides that Parliament may
make law to regulate the procedure for the
investigation of the charges against the judge.
Accordingly, Parliament enacted the Judges
(Inquiry) Act in 1968 which, together with the
Judges Inquiry Rules, deals with the entire
procedure for the impeachment of judges.

A judge of the Supreme Court or the High
Court can be removed from office on the ground
of proved misbehaviour or incapacity.
Misbehaviour has not been specifically defined in
the Constitution. But the Court has in a number
of judgments explained this term as conduct
which brings dishonour to the judiciary, wilful
misconduct, corruption, lack of integrity, offence
involving moral turpitude, and wilful abuse of
judicial office.

There have been very lofty pronouncements
by the top court on the ideal conduct of judges.
In K. Veeraswami vs Union Of India And Others
(1991), the Court said that “... the society’s
demand for honesty in a judge is exacting and
absolute. The standards of judicial behaviour
both on and off the bench are normally extremely
high. For a judge to deviate from such standards
of honesty and impartiality is to betray the trust
reposed on him. No excuse or no legal relativity
can Condon such betrayal.”

On the meaning of proven misbehaviour, the
Court in M. Krishna Swami vs Union Of India and
Ors. (1992) says “every act or conduct or even
error of judgments or negligent acts by higher
judiciary per se does not amount to
misbehaviour. Wilful abuse of judicial office,
wilful misconduct in the office, corruption, lack
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The operation
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constitutional
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can still

be thwarted

of integrity or any other offence involving moral
turpitude would be misbehaviour. Misconduct
implies actuation of some degree of mens rea by
the doer.”

Procedures of the motion

An analysis of Articles 124(4) and (5), the Judges
(Inquiry) Act, 1968 and Rules would reveal that
lawmakers were extremely careful about
protecting the independence of the judiciary. So,
the law relating to the removal of a judge of the
superior courts was made as tough as possible.
The main provisions of Articles 124(4) and (5) are:
‘an address to be passed by each House of
Parliament supported by a majority of the total
membership of each House and by a majority of
not less than two thirds of the members present
and voting which shall be sent to the President
seeking the removal of the judge who shall
thereupon pass an order removing the judge
from his office’. It also provides for the
enactment of a law by Parliament for regulating
the procedure relating to the investigation of
charges against the judge and for the
presentation of an address to the President
seeking his removal.

This Act provides for a motion to be submitted
to either the Speaker (Lok Sabha) or the
Chairman (Rajya Sabha) signed by Members of
either House. The Act requires not less than 100
Members of the Lok Sabha to sign the notice of
motion if given to the Speaker and not less than
50 Members of the Rajya Sabha to sign the notice
if given to the Chairman. The motion seeks to
present an address to the President for the
removal of the judge.

The Act in fact introduces a procedure under
‘which the motion given notice is required to be
admitted by the Speaker/Chairman in the first
place. The Act further says that the
Speaker/Chairman may even disallow the motion.

Of course, he will consider materials available
to him and may also consult such persons as he
thinks fit before admitting or rejecting the
motion. The most crucial thing about this
procedure is that if the Speaker/Chairman refuses
to admit the motion, no further action will be
taken in the matter and the motion will lapse.

This procedure needs closer examination. The
Act does not mention the conditions of
admissibility of the motion, which is the case in
respect of all motions and resolutions under the
Rules of Procedure of the Houses of Parliament. It
may be noted here that the Speaker/Chairman
while admitting or disallowing the motion under
this Act is not performing the duty as the
Presiding Officer of the House. On the contrary,
he acts as a statutory authority and thus performs
a statutory Act. Still, the basic conditions of
admissibility of the motion need to be spelt out.
Otherwise, the action of disallowing the motion

may attract the charge of arbitrariness especially
when the Speaker is performing a statutory act. It
is another matter that since disallowing the
motion is a statutory Act, as distinct from a
legislative Act performed in the House, it can be
challenged in court.

Where the flaw lies

As a matter of fact, the charges against a judge are
thoroughly investigated by a committee
appointed by the Speaker/Chairman consisting of
a judge of the Supreme court, the Chief Justice of
a High Court and a distinguished jurist. This
action is taken after the motion is admitted by the
Speaker/Chairman. This will be a detailed
investigation done by very experienced judicial
officers. So, what exactly will be the examination
which the Speaker/Chairman will do at the first
stage? It may be mentioned here that under the
law, the preliminary examination by the
Speaker/Chairman is of such crucial importance
that if the notice of motion signed by as many as
100 or more Members of Parliament is disallowed
without assigning any reasons, the whole exercise
which is undertaken by Parliament for the
impeachment of a judge under a constitutional
provision becomes infructuous because the
motion does not survive. This points to a serious
flaw in the law. Article 124(5) does not refer to any
specific motion which is required to be admitted
or disallowed by the presiding officer of the
House. It may be noted here that under Article 61,
there is a provision for a resolution which is
mandatorily to be moved. But this Article does
not empower the Speaker/Chairman to refuse to
admit it on any grounds.

In fact, Article 124(5) which empowers
Parliament to make a law to “regulate the
procedure for the presentation of an address™
and for “investigation and proof of the
misbehaviour or incapacity of a judge” does not
leave any space for the Speaker/Chairman to
refuse admission of the motion. Proof of
misbehaviour is to be established through
investigation which is to be done by the high-level
committee appointed by the Speaker/Chairman.

So, obviously, there is no ground on which a
motion signed by as many as 100 Members of
Parliament (MP) can be rejected at the threshold.

There is no reason to think that the MPs who
move a motion for impeaching a judge will do so
without being serious about it. But there is every
reason to think that a motion for impeaching a
judge is most likely to be disallowed at the
threshold if the government does not want it.
Thus, the operation of a serious constitutional
provision for removing an unworthy judge can be
thwarted by the whims of a government.

Therefore, the provision which gives the
Speaker/Chairman an option to disallow the
motion needs to be revisited.

Lowering the age of juvenility for crimes is a step back

(Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015,

or the JJ Act, came into force, altering the
juvenile justice landscape by introducing the
“transfer system.” A Private Member's Bill
introduced in Parliament in December 2025 has
sought to amend the JJ Act by lowering the age
threshold from 16 to 14 years for children accused
of “heinous” offences. These are offences with a
minimum punishment of seven years’
imprisonment or more. If enacted, this will
permit 14 to 15 year olds to potentially be exposed
to adult criminal trial processes and prison,
further eroding principles of care, rehabilitation
and reintegration and prioritising retribution.

l t has been a decade since the Juvenile Justice

The problem with the ‘transfer system’
The Indian juvenile justice is premised on the
philosophy that children are developmentally
different from adults, and are amenable to
reform. In response to the Delhi gang rape case
(2012), the JJ Act took a punitive turn, introducing
the “transfer system,” under which 16 to 18 year
olds accused of heinous offences are subjected to
a preliminary assessment by the Juvenile Justice
Board (JJB) to determine whether they should be
tried as adults. Their mental capacity and ability
to understand consequences of the offence are
assessed among other things. If transferred, the
children’s courts can try them as an adult or deal
with them as a child.

This change was not supported either by
empirical evidence or by the Parliamentary

ing C ittee that had d the Bill

and found it to be contrary to domestic and
international standards on juvenile justice.

Evidence is now emerging that the transfer
system is fraught with arbitrariness, procedural
complexity and confusion. By requiring
assessment of whether a child “knew the
consequences” of an act or possessed the
“mental capacity” to commit it, the framework
shifts ion away from develc stages
and lived circumstances towards an abstract
notion of blame. Besides, no tools exist that can
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determine if a child has adult-level capacities to
commit a crime, or retrospectively assess their
mental capacity at the time of the alleged offence.

Assessments have turned on considerations
bearing little relationship to developmental
capacity such as whether the child knew that the
act was “wrong”, whether they appeared fearful
and repentant during arrest, or whether they
could describe the possible consequences of their
actions.

Similarly placed children are exposed to
starkly different outcomes, resulting from
personal circumstances, assessment processes,
and subjective decisions of ]JBs, rather than their
actual conduct. No framework, however carefully
devised, can resolve the inherent inequality
embedded in a process that undermines the
rehabilitation objective, creates an artificial
classification of children, and results in
discriminatory outcomes. Expanding this
mechanism to children as young as 14 risks
institutionalising arbitrariness at an earlier and
more vulnerable stage of childhood.

The reality of adolescent offending

The present Bill also asserts that there has been a
noticeable increase in serious crimes committed
by 14 to 16 year olds, and reducing the age
threshold is necessary to ensure accountability
and deterrence.

However, according to National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) statistics, in 2023, 31,365 cases
were registered against Children in Conflict with
the Law (CICL), which constituted 0.5% of all
crimes registered that year. Further, of the
40,036 CICLs apprehended in 2023, 79% (31,610)
were between ages 16 to 18 years, with those aged
between 12 and 16 constituting the remaining 21%
(8,426). The NCRB data thus directly contradicts
any claim that younger adolescents, specifically
those between 14 to 16 years, are the driving force
behind an increase in serious crime. The
proposal also reflects a flawed understanding
about how children enter the criminal justice
system.

Many cases involving adolescents arise from
structural vulnerability and inequalities. It bears
recalling that many children in conflict with the
law are simultaneously children in need of care
and protection, whose contact with the justice
system reflects unmet welfare obligations rather
than inherent criminality. Lowering the age
threshold risks drawing these children deeper
into punitive processes, without improving the
system’s ability to distinguish between culpability
and vulnerability.

Exposure to adult criminal processes carries
serious consequences for children. Detention
interrupts schooling and stunts cognitive
development, criminal proceedings generate
stigma, and prolonged engagement with the
justice system creates lasting psychological strain.
The process itself is punitive and traumatising,
regardless of the outcome. With evidence that
children are still illegally detained in police
stations and placed in adult prisons, contrary to
statutory safeguards, the problem that needs
fixing is the systemic failure and lack of
accountability to protect children in conflict with
the law.

Fix the system, not the child

The Bill shifts the system decisively toward
punishment at an earlier age, and diverts
attention from the need for early intervention,
strengthening of family, education, mental health
support and systemic changes. Legislative
attempts at blurring the distinction between
adolescence and adulthood undermine
foundational child rights principles, including
best interests and equality before the law.

If the goal is to respond meaningfully to
serious harm, the answer lies not in withdrawing
protection, but in investing in the strengthening
of institutions and communities meant to support
children before harm occurs. Recasting such
systemic failures as justification for the harsher
treatment of CICLs does not solve the problem. It
merely transfers its consequences onto those who
are least equipped to bear them.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

It’s the Governor again
The Governor of Tamil Nadu
is only gthening the
perception of him being a
reservoir of recalcitrance.
The ruling BJP at the
Centre, as usual, has
maintained a stoic silence.
This sort of ‘solid support’
only encourages the
Governor to continue being
the way he is. Also, the

claims of his office that the
address had “numerous
iated claims and
statements” has been
proven wrong by The Hindu
(“Data discrepancies in Lok
Bhavan’s statement on
Governor’s address”,
January 21). Will it not be in
the fitness of things if there
is in-depth discussion on
whether it is necessary at

every State?
Instead of being

between the Centre and the
State, there are some
Governors who are creating
wilful and wanton
misunderstanding.

Mani Nataraajan,
Chennai

all, to have a Governor in

When an ordinary citizen

disrespects the
Constitution, is he not
branded as an anti-national
and punished? Has not
Governor Ravi violated
Article 176 of the
Constitution not just once
but many times? Why is
there no action against him
by the BJP government?
Tharcius S. Fernando,
Chennai

a bridge

Itis deplorable that there
are some Governors who
refuse to read the
customary address and
even alter the
Cabinet-approved policy
address. Governors
meddling in the functioning
of States has become
routine. It was the Congress
then and the BJP now, that
have been misusing the

Governor’s office. It is high
time to abolish the position
of Governor. The Narendra
Modi government must
work in this direction and
prove that it is different
from the Congress.
Kshirasagara Balaji Rao,
Hyderabad

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the postal address.
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Why Al infrastructure matters more

ndia’s artificial intelligence

debate is often dominated

by applications —

automation, productivity
tools, chatbots, and efficiency
gains. But the Government of
India’s recent white paper,
“Democratising Access to Al
Infrastructure”, makes a crucial
intervention: the future of Alin
India will not be decided by
algorithms alone, but by who has
access to the infrastructure that
powers them.

Atits core, the paper argues
that compute power, datasets, and
Al model ecosystems are
becoming foundational economic
assets. Ina world where Al
capabilities are increasingly
concentrated among a handful of
global corporations, access to
infrastructure determines who
innovates, who governs, and who
merely consumes.

For India, this is not a technical
issue. It is a question of
competitiveness, inclusion, and
sovereignty.

A public good

The paper makes a compelling
case for treating Al infrastructure
as a form of digital public utility.
Just as roads enable commerce
and electricity enables industry,
Al infrastructure enables modern
innovation, governance, and
research. This infrastructure has
two interlinked layers. The first is
physical: data centres, GPUs,
high-performance computing
clusters, and energy systems. The
second is digital: datasets, model
repositories, governance
frameworks, and access protocols.

India today faces a stark
imbalance. While it generates
nearly 20% of global data, it hosts
only around 3% of global data
centre capacity. This asymmetry
means Indian researchers,
start-ups, and public institutions
often rely on foreign compute and
platforms.

India’s policy intent is strong.
Initiatives such as the IndiaAl
Mission, National Supercomputing
Mission, AIRAWAT, and emerging
national GPU clusters reflect a
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clear recognition that Al
infrastructure must be
strategically developed.

Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPI) plays a central role in this
vision. Platforms such as Al Kosh,
Bhashini, and TGDeX demonstrate
how shared, standards-based
systems can democratise access to
data and models while ensuring
interoperability and
accountability.

The risk of concentration
Globally, Al infrastructure is
becoming increasingly centralised.
A small number of firms control
advanced chips, large-scale
compute, and frontier models.
This concentration creates high
entry barriers and amplifies
market power.

For India, the risk is not only
economic but strategic.
Dependence on external Al
infrastructure can constrain
domestic innovation, weaken
bargaining power, and expose
sensitive sectors to external
vulnerabilities.

The white paper’s insistence on
sovereign Al infrastructure does
not imply isolationism. Rather, it
advocates for shared access
pathways that allow Indian
innovators to compete globally
while retaining control over
critical systems.

One of the paper’s most
important contributions is its
emphasis on sustainability. As
India expands Al capacity, energy
efficiency and renewable
integration are no longer optional
— they are essential. Without
careful planning, Al infrastructure
could exacerbate environmental
stress, particularly in water and
power-constrained regions.

The paper rightly calls for
energy-efficient architectures,
advanced cooling systems, and
alignment with India’s renewable
energy goals.

The scale of Al infrastructure
required cannot be delivered by
the State alone. The white paper
highlights public-private
partnerships (PPPs) as a critical
lever for expanding regional data

centres, GPU clouds, and
sovereign Al capacity.
‘Well-designed PPPs can combine
public oversight with private
efficiency — provided governance
frameworks are clear, transparent,
and aligned with public interest.

Al adoption in India remains
uneven. Mature sectors such as
finance, e-commerce, and IT have
moved faster, while agriculture,
healthcare, education, and public
services lag behind. Democratised
Al infrastructure can help correct
this imbalance. Affordable access
to compute and datasets can
enable precision agriculture,
diagnostic tools, language
technologies, and citizen-facing
public services — especially in
regional and vernacular contexts.

This is where India’s DP
approach offers a global template:
shared infrastructure that enables
innovation without privileging
only the largest players.

Finally, the white paper
underscores that access must be
trust-centric. A phased, modular
policy approach — grounded in
clear governance standards —
allows innovation to scale without
eroding citizen trust.

Access is destiny

The central insight of the white
paper is simple but profound: Al
access is destiny. Nations that
control and democratise Al
infrastructure will shape
innovation; those that do not will
remain dependent.

India has the opportunity to
chart a third path — neither
laissez-faire concentration nor
State monopolisation, but
public-good infrastructure
enabled by DPI, partnerships, and
trust-based governance.

The question is no longer
whether India will adopt AL The
real question is whether Alin
India will remain the privilege of a
few — or become a shared
capability that powers inclusive
growth, resilient governance, and
digital sovereignty.

‘That choice will be made not in
code, but in infrastructure.

A tactical thaw in Kerala politics

SNDP and NSS warm up to each other, bringing identity politics to the centre

STATE OF PLAY

Hiran Unnikrishnan

ith just over a cou-
w ple of months to
go for the Kerala
Assembly elections, and com-
ing hard on the heels of a fier-
cely contested local body poll,
the State’s political chess-
board is being swiftly rear-
ranged. At the centre of this
churn is a development that
would have seemed improba-
ble even a year ago: the visible
thaw in relations between the
Sree Narayana Dharma Pari-
palana (SNDP) Yogam and the
Nair Service Society (NSS).
For the two Hindu com-
munity organisations that
wield decisive influence
across large swathes of south-
ern and central Kerala, the
symbolism of this emerging
bonhomie is as potent as the
electoral arithmetic. If this
alignment holds, it would re-
present the most serious at-
tempt at Hindu community
convergence in over a decade.
The last attempt to stitch to-
gether a Grand Hindu Alliance
between 2012 and 2014 had
failed. It collapsed under bit-
ter disagreements between
these very same bodies over
caste-based reservations and
the Devaswom Recruitment
Board. The bitterness of that
rupture lingered for almost a
decade, making the present
display of warmth all the more
striking. Beneath the cordiali-
ty, however, still lies a funda-
mental uncertainty over how
they intend to reconcile posi-
tions shaped by sharply diffe-
rent social and political stand-
ings. For now, the
convergence appears tactical.
In reality, the rapproche-
ment did not materialise over-

ing closer for over a year. The
turning point came in Septem-
ber last year with the Global
Ayyappa Sangamam at Pam-
pa, organised by the Left De-
mocratic Front government
ostensibly to deliberate on the
future course of development
at the hill shrine.

But what has clearly accel-
erated the public expression
of this alignment is the emer-
gence of a common adversary
in Opposition leader V. D.
Satheesan. The general secre-
taries of both organisations, G.
Sukumaran Nair and Vellap-
pally Natesan, have made little
effort to hide their hostility to-
ward Mr. Satheesan since he
assumed office. This discon-
tent came to the fore after Mr.
Satheesan criticised contro-
versial remarks by the SNDP
leader, widely seen as target-
ing the Muslim community in
Malabar. From there, the divi-
sions became sharper, and the
alignment unmistakably pu-
blic. After all, both organisa-
tions have long harboured
concerns over a perceived rise
of Muslim influence in Kerala’s
political arena.

The projection of the LDF
as enjoying the confidence of
two of Kerala’s most influen-
tial Hindu community organi-
sations has sparked specula-
tion that the CPI(M) played a
quiet role in nudging the
SNDP-NSS  rapprochement.
The move is widely seen as a
counterweight to the steady

lidation of Muslim votes

night. The leadership of the
NSS and SNDP had been edg-

in Malabar and Catholic votes

in central Travancore behind
the Congress-led United De-
mocratic  Front.  Viewed
through this prism, the timing
of senior CPI(M) leader A.K.
Balan’s remark that Jamaat e
Islami would control the
Home portfolio under a UDF
government appears anything
but incidental. This pattern
found continuity when Cultu-
ral Affairs Minister Saji Cher-
ian drew pointed attention to
the identity of candidates
fielded by the Indian Union
Muslim League. The CPI(M)
and the LDF have maintained
a studied silence, as if to allow
the narrative to gain traction
without formal endorsement.

For the UDF, which rides
high on its local body election
gains under Mr. Satheesan’s
leadership, this evolving che-
mistry between the NSS and
SNDP is an unwelcome com-
plication. Not just the Con-
gress, but even the IUML has
chosen restraint. After a de-
cade out of power, the UDF’s
strategy is clear: allow anti-in-
cumbency to do the heavy lift-
ing, consolidate its social coa-
lition, and avoid detonating
new fault lines on the eve of
the Assembly polls.

Whether the coming to-
gether of these two Hindu
community  organisations,
which together represent
roughly 35% of Kerala’s Hindu
population, will convert into a
proportionate electoral swing
remains an open question.
Large sections within these
communities are already an-
chored to entrenched political
loyalties. The National Demo-
cratic Alliance also commands
a significant share of this so-
cial space.

What is already beyond
doubt, however, is that identi-
ty politics is no longer hover-
ing at the margins. It is fast-
moving to the very centre of
Kerala’s high-stakes electoral
contest.

Trump’s Greenland quest unravels NATO and EU ties

The battle for the Arctic territory heats up as EU leaders mull a €93 billion ‘trade bazooka' to counter Washington’s ultimatum

| DATA POINT
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o 3

Trump claims will take over

Sambavi Parthasarathy

Greenland for the first time.

The country’s then-president,
Harry Truman, offered Denmark
$100 million in gold, which Co-
penhagen refused. More than half
a century later, Donald Trump,
another U.S. president, has dou-
bled down on his quest for U.S.
control of Greenland. But this
time, the stakes are much higher.

Data show that Mr. Trump’s
Greenland endeavour, which he
considers important for national
security, could undermine years of
U.S. diplomacy with its largest
trade partner and investor — the
EU - and has also unsettled the
world’s longstanding military al-
liance, NATO.

Last weekend, Mr. Trump threa-
tened to impose a 10% tariff on
eight European countries — Den-
mark, Norway, Sweden, the UK.,
France, Germany, the Nether-
lands, and Finland — when they
opposed his quest for Greenland.
He also said this would increase to
25% by June 1 until a deal is
reached with Washington.

With an ally turning against it-
self, Denmark’s Prime Minister
Mette Frederiksen noted that “Eu-
rope won't be blackmailed”. Re-
ports state that EU leaders are
mulling over a 93 billion euro
($107.7 billion) package of tariffs on
U.S. imports and are considering
deploying the ‘trade bazooka’ — a
term used to describe the EU’s
plan to take on political bullying
and blackmailing.

For instance, French President
Emmanuel Macron had already
called for the Anti-Coercion Instru-
ment (ACI), which will restrict the
U.S’s access to the European mar-
ket in terms of imports, invest-
ment, and even corporations.
Ironically, the Bazooka idea was
officially introduced in 2023 after
Lithuanian goods were blocked by
China, the very country that Mr.

l 11946, the U.S. put a price on

This ripple could have a much
larger effect.

The EU is the U.S/'s largest trade
partner, and the U.S. is the EU’s
biggest export partner. But escalat-
ing tariffs could tip the scales to-
wards China, already the biggest
source of the EU’s imports (Chart
1). Europe is also the U.S.s largest
investor, accounting for over 50%
of all FDI into the country. It is also
the largest recipient of U.S. FDI,
which could take a hit if ACl is de-
ployed (Chart 2).

The escalating pressure on Eu-
rope, including his posts on Truth
Social showing Greenland as part
of the U.S., has unsettled the NATO
allies. The U.S., one of the found-
ing members of NATO, is obliged
to protect Greenland, which is a
part of NATO under Denmark.

Individual defence spending
aside, the U.S. has made contribu-
tions to the organisation amount-
ing to at least 15% of NATO'’s com-
mon budget each year (Chart 3).

However, by claiming to make
Greenland part of the U.S. “in one
way or the other”, President
Trump has significantly under-
mined the Treaty and the Euro-
pean region, which holds signifi-
cant U.S. military bases.

Mr. Trump has defended his
claim, saying it is in the best inter-
ests of the world for the island to
be part of the U.S., but data show
that it is-a deal that no one wants.

Within the island, the inhabi-
tants have already contended that
they’d rather be with the Danish
kingdom than become a part of
the U.S. A poll conducted by Ver-
ian last year showed that 85% op-
pose leaving the Danish Kingdom
to be part of the U.S.

Data also show that more than
54% Americans do not support the
U.S. taking over Greenland, across
all political affiliations — Demo-
crats and Republicans.

Besides, Greenlanders’ choice
to stay with the Danish Kingdom
rather than the U.S. can be attri-
buted to various factors (Chart 4).

Alliance onthinice

The data for the charts were sourced from Eurostat, OECD factsheets, and the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis

Chart 1: China and the U.Ss share in the EU’s monthly imports and exports (in %)
from January 2020 to August 2025 period. Data show that the EU is the U.S.s largest
trade partner, and the U.S. is the EU's biggest export partner
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Chart 4: The chart compares the U.S. and Denmark across various select social factors
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JANUARY 22, 1976

Gulf controversy over
new name subsides

New Delhi, January 21: There is considerable
relief in Delhi that the unfortunate controversy
that has developed between Iran and the
adjoining Arab countries over the name of the
Persian Gulf is being amicably settled without
transforming it into a major political dispute.

The Information Ministers of the Arab
countries in the Gulf region, who recently met in
Abu Dhabi to discuss the arrangements for
setting up a local news agency decided to call it
the “Arabian Gulf” news service.

The Iranian Government took objection to
this attempt to rename the Persian Gulf by giving
a neo-chauvinistic overtone to it. But happily the
Governments of the concerned Arab countries
are reported to have assured Iran that the
Ministers meeting acted without instructions.

The Iranian Government had threatened to
break off diplomatic relations with these
countries if they persisted in their attempts to
ignore the facts of both history and geography,
and indulge in an act of propaganda. The issue
figured in the Iranian Parliament and the
Foreign Minister was able to mollify the feelings
of members by disclosing the assurances given
by the concerned Arab countries of the Gulf
region.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JANUARY 22, 1926
Coinage for Irish free state

London, January 21: Some opposition will have
to be surmounted before “Pingin” or penny and
“Leat Cordin,” or half-crown are finally
sanctioned. The new Free State coins, which
retain their present fractional value of sterling
consist of 75 per cent fine silver and are thus
intrinsically not more valuable than British
coins, but the sterling basis of the currency is
unaltered. British notes will still be used and

 The chart above only shows
the cost sharing arrangements
for NATO's Civil Budget, Military
Budget and Security Investment
Programme. This does not
include defence spending by
individual member states. The
data refers to the arrangement
valid from 1 January, 2026 to 31
December, 2027

ly recognised. The purpose of the change
is purely sentimental. The coins bear a harp and
the head of Griffith. Dublin newspapers oppose
this development, both on the ground that it will
create an economic barrier between the North
and the South, and also between Ireland and
Great Britain. The Irish Times says that if a
distinctive coinage is inevitable, arrangements
should be made with neighbours whereby silver
coins will be interchangeable as in the case of
Australia and South Africa.

» o
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Delhi in 2025

Even as the
5 406 Delhi Police
b boasts a high
rate of cracking cases in crimes such as
murder, Delhi witnessed an average of 15
snatching incidents every day last year,
with snatching and extortion remaining
among the least-solved crimes. en

from 1970 to 2025

Number of journalists ~ Amount likely to be Section of Ukraine’s
killed by Israel since allocated for dog capital which does not
October 2023 shelters by the MCD have electricity

In million. More than 2.3

2 3 million people died from
L weather-related events

between 1970 and 2025, according to an
AFP analysis of EM-DAT, a global disaster
database run by the Belgium-based Centre
for Research on the Epidemiology of
Disasters (CRED). are

Gaza’s civil defence
220 agency said an Israeli

strike on Wednesday
killed three journalists. Media watchdog
Reporters Without Borders said that Israeli
forces killed at least 29 Palestinian
journalists in Gaza between December
2024 and December 2025. s

In % crore. The Municipal
10 Corporation of Dethi (MCD) is

likely to allocate 710 crore in
its upcoming Budget for expanding three
proposed dog shelters. The proposed
allocation in the 2026-27 Budget Estimates
will be used for upgrading infrastructure at
upcoming shelters. en

In per cent. Ukrainian
60 President Volodymyr

Zelensky said that around
4,000 buildings in Kyiv were still without
heating and that most of the capital was
cut off from electricity after Russian strikes
earlier in the week. a»
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Should corruption charges need prior sanction?

Follow us @ facebook.com/thehindu % X.com/the hindu @ instagram.com/the_hindu

What does Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 mandate? Why was there a split verdict on deciding whether Section 17A was constitutionally

valid? What do earlier rulings by the Supreme Court state? What are the systemic reforms needed to tackle corruption among public officials?

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
two-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court has delivered a
split verdict on the
constitutional validity of
Section 17A of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988 (PCA, 1988) that
requires prior approval from the
appropriate government before
investigation into any offence alleged to
have been committed by a public servant
in discharge of official functions.

What is the PCA, 1988?
The Central government had constituted
a committee on prevention of corruption
under the chairmanship of K. Santhanam
in 1962. The Santhanam committee
submitted its report in 1964. It resulted in
the strengthening of laws dealing with
bribery and criminal misconduct. Finally,
a comprehensive act was enacted to
consolidate the law relating to prevention
of corruption in the form of PCA, 1988.
The PCA, 1988 provides for
punishment with respect to offences
committed by public servants while
performing public duties. ‘Public servant’
includes any government or local
authority employee, any Judge, any
person who holds an office by virtue of
which he is required to perform a public
duty etc. ‘Public duty’ means a duty in
the discharge of which the government,
the public or the community at large has
an interest. The type of offences
punishable under the PCA, 1988 include
bribery, undue advantage without
consideration, criminal misconduct etc.

What is Section 17A?

Section 19 of the PCA, 1988 requires prior
sanction from the appropriate
government before prosecution of a
public servant in a court of law. However,
it was felt that there needs to be a
distinction in dealing between intentional

A

corruption and decisions taken in
good-faith that could potentially go
wrong. Officers become reluctant to take
bold and timely decisions because of fear
of wrongful prosecution. In order to
address this issue, the Parliament inserted
Section 17A through an amendment of the
PCA in the year 2018.

This section requires prior approval
from the appropriate government for
initiating an inquiry or investigation into
any alleged offence committed by a public
servant which is relatable to any
recommendation made or decision taken
by a public servant in discharge of official
function or duties.

‘What were earlier rulings?

In Vineet Narain versus Union of India
(1998), the Supreme Court struck down
an executive order, referred to as ‘Single
Directive’, issued to the Central Bureau of

GETTY IMAGES

Investigation (CBI), that required prior
sanction of the designated authority
before initiating investigation against
certain categories of public servants.
Subsequently, in 2003, Parliament
amended the Delhi Special Police
Establishment Act (DSPE Act), that
governs the functioning of the CBL.
Section 6A was added to this Act that
required prior approval of the Central
government to initiate any investigation
against officers at the rank of Joint
Secretary or above. This was also struck
down by the SC in Dr Subramaniam
Swany versus Director, CBI (2014) as
violative of Article 14 of the Constitution
that guarantees equality before law.

What is the current split verdict?

The current verdict of a division Bench of
the Supreme Court is on a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) filed by the Centre for

Public Interest Litigation (CPIL) against
the Union of India. Justice K. V.

i han held that the requi of
obtaining prior approval before initiating
investigation was necessary in order to
protect honest officers from vexatious
and frivolous complaints. His judgment
cautioned that a ‘play-it-safe syndrome’
may set in the bureaucracy if such a
protection was not available. However, he
held that the constitutional validity of
Section 17A would be sustained only if the
approval is provided by an independent
agency and not by the government itself.
His order read Section 17A in conjunction
with Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013
and held that the approval should be
provided by the appropriate government
based on a binding opinion given by
Lokpal and Lokayuktas in respect of
Central and State government employees
respectively.

Justice B. V. Nagarathna on the other
hand held that Section 17A was
unconstitutional and tantamount to ‘Old
‘wine in new bottle” that was struck down
in earlier cases by the court. She held that
Article 14 requires intelligible differentia
and rational nexus to the legislative
object, and that Section 17A fails on both
counts. She held that adequate protection
for honest officers in the form of prior
sanction from the government before
prosecution by a court is already available
under Section 19 of the PCA.

This matter will now be heard by a
larger Bench for a conclusive decision.
Meanwhile, there are two systemic
reforms that are warranted. First, there
must be swift disposal of cases and
handing over punishments for guilty
public servants that would act as a
deterrent against corruption. Second,
penalty may be imposed for false and
malicious complaints. This would act as a
deterrent against habitual and vexatious
complaints.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified.” He currently trains at Officers
IAS academy. Views expressed are
personal.
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The PCA, 1988 provides for
punishment with respect to
offences committed by public
servants while performing
public duties.

v

Section 19 of the PCA, 1988
requires prior sanction from
the appropriate government
before prosecution of a public
servant in a court of law,

v

In Vineet Narain versus Union
of India (1998), the Supreme
Court struck down an executive
order, referred to as 'Single
Directive’, issued to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
that required prior sanction of
the designated authority
before initiating investigation
against certain categories of
public servants.

What is behind China’s latest
military drills around Taiwan?

How did the US. react? How is Taiwan furthering its own military capabilities?

Femy Francis

The story so far:
hina’s People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) conducted a military
exercise around Taiwan from
December 29-30, 2025. This is
the second such drill of the year, with the
aim being to safeguard China’s
sovereignty and national unity, and to
serve as a warning to Taiwanese separatist
forces and foreign interference, China’s
Ministry of National Defence (MND) said.

What are the latest military drills?
The military drill codenamed ‘Justice
Mission-2025’ focussed on the sea and
combat readiness of the troops,
comprehensive superiority, blockade of
key ports and territory, and
three-dimensional external line
deterrence using land, sea, and air forces.
A press release by China’s Ministry of
National Defence reported that on day
one the most tactical air drills with 130

»

sorties were conducted, of which 90
crossed the Taiwan Strait centreline. The
second day focused on long-range rocket
firing, with 10 rockets landing in Taiwan’s
contiguous zone, which is the closest it
has ever been. China claims Taiwan as its
breakaway province, and its Ministry of
Foreign Affairs called the mission a
deterrence against “separatist forces.”

What about other drills near Taiwan?
The first such military exercise was
conducted in 2022 after U.S. Speaker of
the House Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan.
China deployed carrier groups, nuclear
submarines and fired 11 missiles into the
water near Taiwan. The next time was in
April 2023, when the then-Taiwanese
President Tsai Ing-wen visited the U.S.
and met then U.S. Speaker Kevin
McCarthy. In August, 2023, another
smaller-scale drill was held against
then-Taiwanese Vice President William
Lai Ching-te’s diplomatic trip to the
Americas. Furthermore, large-scale

military exercises happened in the East
China Sea after William Lai Ching-te of the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) won
the Presidential election. In April 2025,
the *Strait Thunder-2025A’ drill focused
on advancing, deterrence, closure,
destruction and paralysis as stated by PLA
Eastern Theatre Command.

Justice Mission-2025 comes in light of
the Trump administration’s arms sale deal
worth $11 billion with Taiwan. The
package, yet to be approved by the U.S.
Congress, includes self-propelled
howitzers, advanced rocket launchers and
other missiles.

What has been Taiwan’s response?
Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council called
these drills “provocative and coercive
military actions.” To further advance its
military capabilities, Taiwan proposed a
multi-layered air defence system called
the “T-Dome. This advancement is steady
but slow, as Taiwan lacks a unified action
plan to develop its military infrastructure.

This is due to the incongruence between
the two major parties of Taiwan, with
both currently holding political offices.
While the DPP has the majority in the
Executive Yuan, the highest
administrative body, the Legislative Yuan
is led by the opposition Kuomintang
(KMT) and the Taiwan People’s Party
(TPP) together. The DPP strongly pushes
for Taiwan independence and the
protection of its sovereignty from China.
But any defence legislation is thwarted by
the opposition, KMT and TPP.

How did external actors respond?
While the U.S. underplayed the drills,
other countries expressed concerns. The
EU Commission believed that these drills
increase cross-strait tensions and
endanger international peace and
stability. China’s MND clearly noted that
the presence and increasing involvement
of foreign interference as one of the
reasons for the exercise. The U.S. arms
sale deal with Taiwan is an important
development in light of which these drills
happened. Similarly, the recent statement
made by Japan’s newly elected Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi have escalated
tensions in the East Asian region. Ms.
Takaichi declared that a Chinese military
attack on Taiwan constitutes a
survival-threatening situation for Japan.
China found Ms. Takaichi’s comments
egregious and demanded a retraction.

Femy Francis is Project Associate, China
Reader, at NIAS.
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The military drill codenamed
*Justice Mission-2025' focussed
on the sea and combat
readiness of the troops,
comprehensive superiority,
blockade of key ports and
territory, and
three-dimensional external line
deterrence using land, sea, and
air forces.

v
The first such military exercise
was conducted in 2022 after
U.S. Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan.
v

While the U.S. underplayed the

drills, other countries
expressed concerns.
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A fight over figures: the constitutional
debate over numerals

A forgotten but fiery debate in the Constituent

numerals. This controversy reminds us how even digits became symbols of identity and plurality

Faisal C.K.

ecember 22 of every year is

celebrated as National

Mathematics Day to honour

the genius of Srinivasa
Ramanujan. Upholding the same spirit a
month later, it is worth revisiting a
remarkable constitutional episode
involving numerals.

One of the most passionate debates in
the Constituent Assembly was not just
about fundamental rights or federalism,
but about the choice of numerals —
Devanagari (¥, 2, 3) or international
numerals (1, 2, 3). Two blocs emerged: the
traditionalists who championed
Devanagari, and the moderates who
favoured international numerals. For the
Hindi traditionalist group, numerals were
cultural artefacts that affirmed India’s
civilisational identity. In that pursuit, they
were willing to overlook national unity for
linguistic uniformity. As Granville Austin
writes in The Constitution of India:
Cornerstone of a Nation, “The
Hindi-wallahs were ready to risk splitting
the Assembly and the country in their
unreasoning pursuit of uniformity. They
thus denied the Assembly’s belief in the
concept of accommodation and in
decision making by consensus. Assembly
members preferred to take decisions by
consensus or by as near to unanimity as
possible. Not only was this method deeply
embedded in the Indian tradition, it was
manifestly the most practical way to
frame the Constitution. A system of
government would not work effectively,
Assembly members knew, if large
segments of population were opposed to
it. Every attempt had to be made,
therefore, to achieve the broadest
possible agreement. The Hindi-wallahs,
however, announced that they would
impose Hindi on the country, if they had
one-vote majority. To prevent this, the
moderates went to great lengths to find a
compromise.” That is, Hindi chauvinism
was not confined to language and script
but extended to numerals as well. The

traditionalists demanded Devanagari
numerals and categorically rejected
“Arabic” or “International” numerals. The
dispute persisted throughout the framing
of the Constitution.

The Hindu, in an editorial dated August
23,1949, even suggested that after the
inauguration of the Constitution, a
language commission should be
established to examine the choice of
numerals, among other issues.

Pride versus pragmatism

On August 26, 1949, the Constituent
Assembly spent a tense and acrimonious
three hours debating numerals, with
Pattabhi Sitaramayya in the chair. When
the issue was put to vote, the initial show
of hands exposed a sharp polarisation —
63 members favoured international
numerals and 54 supported Devanagari
numerals. A revision was demanded, and
the result was a dramatic 74-74 tie. At
Sitaramayya’s and Nehru’s urging, the
House concluded that Devanagari
numerals could not be imposed on the
republic by such a slender margin.

For days thereafter, the Hindi group,
led by Purushottamdas Tandon,
continued to resist international
numerals. Their adamancy drove many
Gujarati, Marathi, Bengali and even Bihari
members away from the Hindi camp and
into the ranks of the moderates. South
Indian members were already firmly in
favour of international numerals. Seth
Govind Das, leading the traditionalists,
thundered: “If we cannot even adopt our
own numerals, what selfrespect can this
country claim? Countries which forget
their culture lose everything.” For them,
rejecting Devanagari numerals meant
rejecting India’s soul. But others viewed
the proposal as exclusionary and
impractical. Frank Anthony, speaking for
minorities and linguistic pluralists,
warned: “To impose Devanagari numerals
is to impose a culture on those who do
not share it. This will not unite; it will
divide.” For many from the South and
minority communities, the debate

symbolised a deeper anxiety — that a
cultural majority might emboss its
identity onto the Republic through
symbolic dominance.

Jawaharlal Nehru, the architect of
India’s scientific imagination, urged
restraint and reason. He emphasised that
science, commerce and international
exchange depended on international
numerals. Imposing Devanagari
numerals, he argued, would burden a
young nation with unnecessary
complications. International numerals
were already the backbone of modern
administration — banking, education,
telegraphy, engineering and trade.
Replacing them would have disrupted
governance and isolated India from global
scientific practice.

The inclusive compromise
After months of tense negotiation, the
Munshi-Ayyangar compromise resolved
the impasse with constitutional wisdom.
Article 343, reflecting this compromise,
adopted the “international form of Indian
numerals” (0-9). The Constitution gave
the President only transitional and
administrative powers in this domain.
Under Article 343(2), the President could
issue orders during the initial 15-year
period (1950-1965) authorising the use of
Hindi alongside English and prescribing
related procedural arrangements, which
implicitly covered allied matters such as
numerals. However, the President had no
independent authority to alter or
prescribe the official numeral system.
Article 343(3) vested exclusive power in
Parliament to legislate, after the transition
period, on whether the Union should use
English or the Devanagari form of
numerals for specified purposes. As
Parliament never enacted such a law,
international numerals continued by
constitutional design. Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Chairman of the Constituent
Assembly, remarked of the compromise
that “we have done the wisest possible
thing”

Article 343(1) uses the curious

Assembly once pitted cultural pride against pragmatic modernity over something as simple as

expression “the international form of
Indian numerals.” The phrase captures a
long civilisational journey. The numerals
used today - 1, 2, 3 — originated in India’s
place-value decimal system, travelled to
West Asia, and eventually reached
Europe. Their visual forms became
international, but their intellectual roots
remained Indian. By adopting them, the
Constituent Assembly acknowledged
India’s mathematical heritage, embraced
scientific universalism and ensured
administrative efficiency — a decision
shaped by both cultural pride and
pragmatic foresight.

Unity in diversity

The numerals debate may seem quaint
today, but its message is strikingly
contemporary. In an era where cultural
symbols are frequently deployed to assert
majoritarian dominance, the
Munshi-Ayyangar formula stands as a
constitutional reminder that India’s unity
cannot be built on uniformity. It affirms
that nation-building requires
accommodation, not homogenisation;
pluralism, not cultural conquest. By
balancing Hindi in Devanagari script with
the adoption of international numerals,
the framers sent a quiet but profound
signal: India’s identity would be inclusive,
layered and capacious — never the
monopoly of a single culture, language or
community. In the film The Man Who
Knew Infinity, Professor Hardy tells
Ramanujan, “We are merely explorers of
infinity in the pursuit of absolute
perfection.” So too were our
Constitution-makers — explorers
navigating the infinite diversity of India.
Their choice of numerals reminds us that
even the smallest symbols can carry the
largest constitutional truths: that India
thrives not when one identity triumphs,
but when all identities find room to
belong.

Faisal C.K. is Deputy Law Secretary to
the Government of Kerala and author of
The Supreme Codex: A Citizen’s Anxieties
and Aspirations on the Indian Constitution.
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The landmark decision in Roe v Wade, establishing a constitutional right to abortion,
was issued on January 22, 1973. A quiz on one of the most important cases in U.S. history

Sindhu Nagaraj

. the right to have an
QUESTION 1 abortion as established by
Who was Norma the “essential holding” of
McCorvey? Roe versus Wade (1973)
and issued as its “key
QUESTION 2 judgment” the restoration

Which U.S. State was
the first one to rule in
Jane Roe’s favour?

of the undue burden

A

QUESTION 3

In 1821, this U.S. State
passed the first state

this 1992 case?

b
QUESTION 5

States Supreme Court in
which the Court upheld

standard when evaluating
state-imposed restrictions
on that right. Which was

Visual question:
Identify this
American lawyer
who participated in
two notable U.S.
court cases of the
20th century: the
prosecution of Jack
Ruby for killing Lee
Harvey Oswald, and
the U.S. Supreme
Court case that held
abortionasa
constitutional right.

Hezbollah

[ 8 Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1.
This country invaded Iran in 1980. Ans: Iraq

2.1n 1981, Mohammad Ali Rajai and Mohammad Javad
Bahonar were assassinated in a Tehran bombing. They held
these positions in the Iranian government. Ans: President and
Prime Minister

3. Iran began funding this Lebanese resistance movement. Ans:

4.1n 1988, a U.S. navy vessel during this President’s tenure shot
down an Iranian civilian aircraft. Ans: Ronald Reagan

5. This major water body borders the region. Ans: Caspian Sea
6. Iran was a supporter of this military alliance during the
Afghan Civil War. Ans: Northern Alliance

7. U.S. President George Bush labelled three countries,
including Iran, as part of an ‘axis of evil. Name the other two

In 2022, which decision
abortion in the United ended protection of
States. Which was this abortion rights by the
State? United States Constitution
and allowed individual
states to regulate any
aspect of abortion not
preempted by federal law?

statute legislating

A
QUESTION 4
This was a landmark
decision of the United
M
K

nations. Ans: Iraq and North Korea

8. This malicious computer program sabotaged Iran’s nuclear
facilities in 2010. Ans: Stuxnet

Visual: Name the 2009 protest movement that emerged
following disputed Presidential election results. Ans: Green
Movement

Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan| Sunil Madhavan| Arun Kumar
Singh| Parimal Das| Sudhir Thapa

Language in
conversation

Vaishali R. Venkat

“Dear Moon, why have you got ‘the blues’
now?”

“I just have one blue sketch, not many.
1 wish to surprise my friend by colouring
this cartoon, but I'm terrible at it!”

“Moon, ‘the blues’ means sadness,
melancholy, or a low mood. By the way, if
you practise any skill only ‘once in a blue
moon’, you would definitely be terrible at
it. Practice makes a man perfect.”

“Genie, when does the moon ever turn
blue? I only see it glowing in silver.”

“Curious Moon, you're thinking
literally. ‘Once in a blue moon’ is an idiom
meaning very rarely.”

“Ah, I see it now, Genie. I don’t have
enough time to practise it every day. Is
there anything I can do now?”

“Moon, you can still make your friend
‘tickled pink’ without this cartoon.”

“Sorry, Genie. My pink sketch has
dried up and I can’t use it any more.”

“No, Moon. ‘Tickled pink’ means to
make someone pleased or feel happy. By
the way, is she your ‘true blue’ friend?”

“Ha ha, you are funny, Genie. My
friend isn’t blue like Lord Shiva. She’s
quite pale.”

“Moon, a ‘true blue’ friend is genuinely
loyal to you. Also, ‘true blue’ doesn’t only
refer to loyalty to a person, but also
loyalty to a cause. For example, a ‘true
blue’ patriot or a ‘true blue’ party
loyalist.”

“Interesting, Genie, but she isn’t my
‘true blue’ friend. She’s very rich, and her
father is a famous advocate. Everyone at
my school seems to like her.”

“Ah, then she’s the ‘blue-eyed’ girl in
your school, Moon.”

“No, Genie. She has cute little cat eyes,
not blue ones.”

“Moon, a ‘blue-eyed’ girl (or boy) is
someone who is a favourite of all and is
treated well by someone in authority.”

“How do you use this in a sentence?”

“My teacher always praises Ram
because he is a blue-eyed boy in my
school. Ifit’s a girl, you can say: Ramya is
her teacher’s blue-eyed girl. By the way,
what’s that ‘black-and-blue’ mark on your
knee, Moon?”

“Haha! Genie, you must be getting old
and you can’t see properly. The bruise is
red, and there’s even a bloodstain. But
yourre calling it black and blue! Yesterday,
I fell off my brother’s cycle.”

“Moon, if a wound is ‘black and blue’,
it means it is badly bruised and has
turned dark in colour. This can happen if
someone is hit hard or after an accident
like yours.”

“I get it now, Genie. My brother lost
control, the cycle hit a tree, and
everything went topsy-turvy. It happened
so suddenly.”

“Moon, this accident was a ‘bolt from
the blue’, which means a sudden shock. It
refers to something significant or unusual
that happens unexpectedly, not
necessarily an accident. Example: The
resignation of the company’s CEO came
like a ‘bolt from the blue’. There is also a
similar idiom: ‘out of the blue’. It means
something that appears suddenly when
least expected.”

Word of the day

Quiddity:

an evasion of the point of an argument by
raising irrelevant distinctions or objections;
the essence that makes something the kind
of thing it is and makes it different from any
other

Synonyms: cavil, quibble, haecceity

Usage: The quiddity of his leadership skills
shined through yesterday at the meeting.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/quidditypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fkwidri/

Ny

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context"
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Regulating better

The IndiGo episode highlights regulatory gaps
and the costs of excessive concentration

LAIMS BY INDIGO that it has put its house in order after last

month’s operational collapse—which left over 300,000 passen-

gers stranded following mass flight cancellations—need close

and ind dent verification by the lator. The Directorate
General of CwllAvlanon (DGCA),which mustaccept ts share of responsibil-
ity for the episode, now has a duty to ensure that the airline has adequate
pilots to sustain its operations while fully complying with flight duty time
limitation (FDTL) norms.So far, the response has been underwhelming. The
penalty of ¥22.2 crore imposed for the cancellation of 2,507 flights and
delaystoanother 1,852 between December 3 and 5 ismodestrelative to the
scale of disruption. More inexplicably, the findings of the enquiry commit-
tee are yet to be made public. Unless these are disclosed and followed by
firmer action, the perception that the regulator is being unduly lenient
towards the airlinewill only grow.

TheDGCA hasidentified inadeq ilatory preparedness, poorcrew
management, and weaknesses in system and software support as key
contributors to the chaos. But this raises an obvious question: how did the
regulator fail to detect that the country’s largest airline was operating with
such thin pilot buffers? One expects far more rigorous oversight, especially
of crewstrengthand contingency margins,given the systemicrisksinvolved.
Theregulator hassince stated that IndiGo failed toidentify operational vul-
nerabilities in time and that buffer margins were eroded by an aggressive
push to maximise aircraft and crew utilisation. It has acknowledged that
“roster integrity”was compromised, systems were overstretched,and oper-
ations pushed to a point that resulted in an operational meltdown and
breaches of FDTLnorms.

These findings are troubling, not least because they suggest passenger
safety may have been at risk. More worrying still is why the regulator was
seemingly unaware of these shortcomings until after the crisis unfolded—
andwhyitdid notactsooner. Es ing thesituation,the DGCAdid
not issue travel advisories to warn passengers. This falls short of what is
expected from a vigilant regulator. While IndiGo has been given time until
February tocomplywith FDTLrequirements,the DGCAmust ensure thatno
airline is allowed to reach such a precarious position again. With a market
share exceeding 60%, any disruption at IndiGo has outsized consequences
for the country’s aviation network. India’s aviation sector has effectively
becomean oligopoly dominated by IndiGo and Air India, with smaller carri-
erssuch as Spicefet and Akasa struggling to l\eep pace. It may be some time
beforethese pl lly,and tt tobenoimme-
diate new competition on the horizon.

This calls for broader introspection on why the world’s fastest-growing
aviation market has so few viable airlines and such skewed market shares.
Tobe fair, IndiGo has builtan efficient operation and won passengerloyalty
through competitive fares and punctuality. But excessive concentration in
acritical sectorlike aviation is unhealthy. Policymakers should considermea-

including rationalisi bsidising aviation turbine fuel (ATF)—
tohelpsmaller carriers expandATlendmlssuh]ect toapatchworkof state-
level taxes that often push prices well above international benchmarks,
puttingd iccarriersatastruc di Several countries have
recogmsed aviationas criticalinfrastructure and reduced orharmonised fuel
taxestosupportairlineviability,connectivity,and competition.Without sim-
ilarreform,concentration in the sectorwill increase, increasing systemic risk
forthe aviation market.

PP

Hedge funds have one
more myth to bust

THE $5-TRILLION HEDGE fund industry posted its best returns since the Global
Financial Crisis last year,a welcoming reprieve foran asset class that has been over-
shadowed by the rise of private alternatives. Before declaring the worst is over how-
ever,boutique funds have one more myth tobust.

Everythingworked lastyear.Aglobal boom lifted equi i TO
Presit *)onaldT. p’ .Event-
driven suategles also did we.ll thanks toa surge in activist campaigns, especially in
Japanwhere the gove entisp lulu\.l\u nance. Bycompar-
ison, private credit, d asa safer that h ffered hand-
some: ﬁpl(a.] gams was dogged by talk of “cockroaches —dxsmzssed indebted ﬁ.rms
lurkingin 'y concerns over Pri
hile, continued iggle wit deal ents and returning cashto investors.
For
since 2022, when investors poor perfor d thelure of

private credit. The number of new fund launches has contracted for four years ina
row, while liquidations are ing more frequent, to Pregin, a private
data providerowned by BlackRock Inc.

In the fiveyears leading to last June, th ‘manage-
ment was almost due entirely to performance. In other
words, hedge funds as awhole hardly attracted any new
money,and
game wherea fcw wmners takeall Mulustrategy funds

ital. Justlil

in total

ITH THE 14TH Mi-
nisterial Confer-
ence (MC14) of the
World Trade Orga-
nization scheduled
tobeheldinCamerooninMarch-end,the
diplomatic gloves are off and battle lines
clearly drawn have been against India for
persisting with its two-year-old opposi-
tion to the inclusion of the Investment
Facilitation Agreement (IFA) in the WTO
rulebook as a plurilateral accord. What is
apluril at theWTO,what

» WTO NEGOTIATING TABLE
IFINDIA FEELS COMPELLED TO CHANGE TACK ON INVESTMENT FACILITATION AGREEMENT, IT MUST SEEK GUARDRAILS

Breakdown of multilateralism?

ABHUIT DAS :

The writer is an international trade expert

tiate a text outside the WTO and bring
back thefinal outcome to theWTO forits
ion as a plurilateral

tionat the MC14.Thi Id

@ GLOBAL DEBT

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw

What's really a matter of concern on our mind is
the global debt, which is there in the rich world
and how these mountains of debt will unravel
and how that will impact

Howwould the negotiating dynamics
change if plurilateral negotiations bec-
ome the norm at the WTO? Given the as-
ymmetryinbargaining powerat the neg-
otiating table, rich countrieswould find it
relativelyless difficult to pursue issues of
theirinterest in plurilateral negotiations,
asamply evident in the IFA. Anargument
could be made that even the developing
countries can seek to negotiate new
onissues of their interest.

paradxgm for negcuanons among WTO
a multilateral

isthebackground of the IFAnegotiations,
‘who are its main proponents, what are

Their attempt to add the [FA to the WTO
rulebookat the MC13th in 2024 failed,

theirobjectives,and why is Indi
opposing them almost single-handedly?
Letus examine these issues.

At the WTO, there are two broad cate-
gories of agreements—muiltilateral ones,
towhich all its members have to manda-
torily subscribe; and plurilateral ones,
which only the willing countries,and not
the entire WTO membership, sign on. At
thisjuncture,theWTO comprises 16 mul-
tilateral agreements and only two pluri-
lateral accords.Clearly,
mentsare the norm and pluri
the exception.

Itisrelevant tonote that while voting
can be resorted to for deciding most
issues at the WTO, the call on addinga
new plurilateral agreement to the WTO
has to be made exclusively by consensus
of the entire membership. Thus, coun-
tries that are not parties to a plurilateral
agreement also have a say in deciding
whether that agreement should be
included in theWTO.

Asregards the IFA, its text is an out-
come of an initiative by a group of devel-
oped countries(except the US),China,and
some other developing countries during
the WTO Ministerial Conference held in
Bueno Aires in 2017. Having failed to get
a consensus-based negotiating mandate
on the issue from the entire WTO mem-
bership, the propenents decided to nego-

ly on account of obj by India,
South Africa,and Tiirkiye.

It is no secret that the [FA is mainly a
China-led initiative aimed at securing its
investments in the countries participat-
inginits Beltand Road Initiative.It should
not come as a surprise that
China has been actlve in
decisivelyi these

e —
g under

e

consensus-based approach in favourof a
cherry-picked plurilateral one, loaded in
favourof developed countries.

With the US clearly envisaging the
future of the WTO as a forum mainly for
plurilateral negotiations,India’s stand on
the IFA will determine whether the
alreadyweak bargaining position of devel-
oping countrieswill be fur-
ther eroded. This requires

countriestojointhe [FAand
support its inclusion in the
WTO rulebook. However,
some of the other propo-
nents of the IFA, including

pressure will create
an undesirable
precedent, open
the doors for new

‘However, this approachis largely flawed.
If a plurilateral negotiation requires
developed countries to make conces-
sions orassume new obligations—say by
cutting their agriculture subsidies—
they would have the flexibility to not
participateinsuch negotiations.Conse-
quently, with developed countries opt-
ing out of plurilateral agreements on
issues of interest to developing coun-
tries, these would be largely devoid of
substance and practical utility. Further,
as plurllat(ual negotiations on different
proceed dependently,the

negotiated outcomes are
largely determined by a

The reality of the WTO
iati isthat the ity of developing countries
negotiatingagendaand the enhancing their negotiating leverage

through creating linkages between dif-
ferent issues would go missing.

the US, appear to be pursu- plurilateral handful of countries, Indlalshkp_lytobeuudﬁrconstdemble
ing another objective with d mainly the rich ones with diplomatic

far-reachi icimpli- an ic and political the IFA. Bending under pressure would
cations at the WTO. With diminish possibility heftitisonlyonrareocca- | createan P apenthe
almost 128 countries sup- of multilateral sions  that doorsfor and
porting the TFA, the devel- negotiations countries such as India diminish the| posslhllnty of multilateral
oped countries seek to have been able to advance negotiations. Consequently, India and
ignore theneed for consen- ~ Se———  their agenda by linking most other developing countries would
sus and instead use the issues of theirinterest with find themselves further marginalised at

weight of numbers to add the IFAas a
plurilateral agreement at the WTO.

Why is India persisting in its opposi-
tion, despite being overwhelmingly out-
numbered by the proponents of invest-
ment facilitation? India’s opposition
stems mainly from systemic concerns
about how negotiations at the WTO will
beinitiated and concluded if the [FAwere

those of the developed countries. Toillus-
trate, in 2013-2014 India was able to
secure some of its negotiating objectives
in respect of food security and public
stockholdingbylinkingitwithtrade fach

itation,

the WTO. If India feels compelled to
changeitsapproach on the IFA, it mustat
least ensure that the WTO membership
agrees to appropriate guardrails so that
future plurilateral negotiations do not

ine the interest: e num-

the developed countries. If the opportu-
nity for this linkage did not exist, it is
unlikelythat Lndlawould havesucceedzd

allowed to becomea part of th

ontheissueofp

ber of developing countries and divert
attention from core trade issues.

Views are personal

Navigating the Trump-Powell feud

MOHAMED A EL-ERIAN

Practice Professor, Wharton School, and Senior Global
Fellow, Lauder Institute, University of Pennsylvania

The latest attacks on the US Fed are raising fears of
a grim future, but internal and external checks
and balances are likely to prove sufficiently robust

AFTERAYEAR of rising tension, the rela-
tionship between US President Donald
Trump’s administration and the Federal
Reserveseems tohavereacheda breaking
point.In the coming months, something
will have to give.And the rest of thewutld
ion:what

United States may not stay there.

The feud began during Trump’s first
presidency, shortly after he appointed
Jerome Powelltobe Fed Chairin 2017.But
it has escalated sharply since Trump’s
return to the White House, with the pres-
ident mixing criticism of the Fed’s inter-
est-rate policy with personal attacks
against Powell. Now, the conflict seems to
have entered a scorched-earth phase.

First, the Departmentof Justice served

Yellen—were quick to sound the alarm,
releasing a statement arguing that such

“prosecutorial attacks”have“no place”in
acountry“whose g trength is the

When Powell’s successor does take
over, many femlhat"poliﬁcalﬂexihility”

towhich the chair could bend the collec-
tive will toward political ends.
, the scars from the Great

rule of law”. An attack on central-bank
independence, they warned, is an attack
ona pillarof economic well-being.
Beyond the US,agroup of leading cen-
tral-bank governors—including the heads
of the Bank of Canada, the Bank of Eng-
land, and the European Central Bank—

will take d: overa
c i to price stability. This con-
jures a grim future of unanchored infla- the“miseryi

Toec
bility,and heightened financial volatility.
It brings to mind a phrase often heard
during my years at the Lnternatmnal
MonetaryFund:“|

Inflation of the 19705 which gave rise to

mentand mﬂatlon), run deep. Rcmmg in
inflation and re-anchoring inflationary
expectations was an extremely painful
process,which remains seared into the
collectiv Vi i notleast

ity isn’t everything, but without it, ynu

also put out a joint statement affirming haveverylittle”

thatthey“stand in full solidarity”with the International spillovers would be
Fed and Powell. It was a likely. The US hasan outsize
remarkable move, which ————— impact on the global econ-

defied the long-standing
norm about non-interfer-
ence with the domestic

the Fed with raising the spec-
treofan unprer.edemed criminal indict-
ment of a sitting Fed chair. The response
from Powell,who had so faravoided pub-

t.hese platfa(ms,alsa knownas pod shops,gwe investors

thei

return
Endowments and pensions can be forgiven for plac-
ing theu'fa:th inmultistrats,because (heyoffertextbook
i ion. They often host hund
semi-; autonomous trading desk< each led by a portfolio
managerwho runs their own strategies. The pods’ risk
inturn,are carefully by toj
Stellar returns from the forerunners have only solidified that impression. Since
2020, flagship funds at Ken Griffin’s Citadel and Izzy Englander’s Millennium Man-

SHULI REN

Bloomberg

licly i Trumps attacks, was

he framed the DOJ mvesugauou asa
transparent attempt to subvert the cen-
tral bank’s mdependence “This is about

hercountries.In
the case of New Zealand,

Even if the feud
does not turn out
to be catastrophic,
the challenge is to

omy because it issues the
world’s dominant reserve

central bankers.

ithelps that marketstoday can beboth
responsive and impactful, as the United
Kingdom found out during Liz Truss’s
volatile49 daysas prime ministerin 2022.
Governments and central banks must
reckon with “bond-market vigilantes”,
whocan i kaway from what

curren: p
estfinancial markets; italso
has important demonstra-

this triggered a rebuke by transform it into tion effects. The risks are
the government, with the thi particularly acute when it
foreignministerurging the Some r.'g comestocentral-bankinde-
central-bank governor to constructive pendence, which, despite
“stayin herlane”. ——  being crucial to economic

Some US legislators
have signalled that they will block the

whether
set interest rates based on evidence and
economic conditions,” he stated, or
whether mcnetarypohcywﬂlbeduect

anynew totheFed
board— including a successor to Powell,
whose term as chair ends in May—until
the current hostilities are resolved. This

by political p int

The spotlight into which the Fed has
now been thrust is as intense as it is
uncomfortable. Domestically, a biparti-
san group of former policymakers—

agement have delivered double-digit returns every year, particularlyin 2022, when
the whole l.ndustry posted negative gains.

’soutperformanc i din 2025,whichexplai
mpdll yglobali irpoc h

former Fed Chairs Ben

In recent weeks, we've witnessed a fow bﬂ.hon dollar-plus debuts, each devoted to
stock-picking, or specialised trading strategies such as profiting from relative price
differences of credit derivatives.
But a [cw mckles do not make a flood. Strategy-specific f'unds still have to face
t gl 12025 toanunc
foc Lastyear, eof ingalong-biased
strategy,which bet on rises m Lhclrstock picks,was rewarded. Chris Hohn’s TCT Fund
profit record set by Citadel in 2022
i However, do these convic-

forits large, | tanding bets on
tion playswork forjust DDE year,orare they the

Long-short hedge funds that buy stocks they expecl torise and short shares thc'y
expect tofallalsodidwell last year. Butas their
standably concernedabout short they
losses in a rising market. A basket of most-st d
has surged 18% year-to-date.

iy dsl

tocoverand incur

ks tracked by Goldman S;

they nolongerhave to com-
petewith pri it But p,demys-

ifying these mod i ’superiorrisk-return i lord
Boutique fundsarenot out of thewoods yet.

Bernanke, Alan Greenspan, and Janet

gridlockt] todisrupt the central
bank’s operations. It also risks creating
a“fortress Fed”,where officials may feel
compelled to run policyinamanner that
explicitly resists political pressure,
potentially oversteering in the opposite
direction.

HE EDITOR

Hollow reforms

“The human ‘factor” (FE, January 21)
rightly underlines that growth reforms
will ring hollow unless backed by stea-
dy investment in health and educa-
tion. India's low public spending in
these sectors has been discussed for
years, but outcomes remain uneven.
The concern is no longer just about
allocations, but about how wisely
money is spent. Budgets must priori-
tise primary healthcare, preventive

care, and school-level learning, where
returns are the highest. States and dis-
tricts need flexibility, along with clear
outcome tracking, to tailor schemes
to local needs. Filling teacher vacan-
cies, strengthening public hospitals,
and ensuring timely fund release can
make a real difference without grand
announcements. Growth driven by
human capital is more durable, equit-
able, and ultimately better aligned
with India’s long-term aspirations.
—SM Jeeva, Coimbatore

well-being, is inherently
fragile, owing to the “democratic deficit”
pow-

they perceiveas reckless policy.

Even if the feud between the Trump
administrationand the Fed does not tum
out to be catastrophic, the challenge i isto
transformiti
Politicians, economists, and market par-
ticipants should take this opportunity to
reaffirm the critical importance of a Fed
thatisnotonlyindependent, butalso pur-

T

associa p eforms,isheldaccount-
erstounelected officials. able forits performance, and embraces a
Fommately, mtemal and external more strategic policy approach.

worse
outcomes in the US (which hclps explain
why markets have remained relatively
calm).Forstarters, thereis the structureof
the policy-setting Federal Open Market
Committee. While the chair is undoubt-
edly“firstamongequals’, FOMC members
vote as individuals. This limits the extent

Multifaceted approach

Apropos of "The human ‘factor™

(FE, January 21), we cannot wish to
become a developed nation if we
continue to be laggards in the human
development index. it is unfathomable
that despite understanding the critical
importance of education and health-
care, our government does not
allocate enough resources for the two
sectors. What is more baffling is that
we have seen how the public

The first step, however, must be to
offer an “off-ramp” for both Trump and
Powell. Given the bargaining chips that
each holds, de-escalation appears
entirely feasible.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2026.
wwnw.project-syndicate.org

healthcare system crumbled during
the pandemic five years ago and yet
have not learnt our lessons. We need a
multifaceted approach, besides
increasing the budgetary outlay, like
strengthening primary care, reducing
gender inequality by encouraging
women to acquire more skills, and
leveraging artificial intelligence with
e-health and e-learning.

—Bal Govind, Noida
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‘Donald Trump’s Greenland dream
puts Europe’s sovereignty on trial.
— Guishan Sachdeva
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Power must never be trusted
without a check.

— John Adams
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Courtcap on airfaresis
the wrong answer

N MONDAY, a two-judge bench of the Supreme Court
said that the Court would “definitely interfere”inacase
'related to the pricing of airline tickets. The apex court
has been hearing a Public Interest Litigation seeking
anindependent: regulatory scheme in order to ensure transpar-
encyin airfare pncm,, On November 17 last year, the apex court

had sought the Union theDi
General of Civil Aviatlon (DGCA). and the Airports Economic
Regulator i

more time for the CenLre to respond theSC pomred towhat it
called “exploitative”: ingfestive

h, whenair

Amid cable newsification, journalism
must reclaimits role as check on power

THAROORTHINK

BY SHASHI THAROOR

N A recent Financial Times article,
James Murdoch, scion of media
baron Rupert Murdoch, lamented
what he called “the cable newsifica-
tion of everything”. His phrase cap-
tures a global malaise that has spread far
beyond the studios of Fox, CNN, or
'MSNBC. “The incentives of cable news —
con.thct outrage, and spectacle — have
i the wider information eco-

tosoarto many times the normal rate.

Onthe face of it, the apex court’s observations echo the con-
cerns of the average air traveller. It is true that airfares climb up,
often and ially around the festive season. Cus-
tomers feel cheated as ticketson the saime ﬂlght could have: sng-
nificantly different pri
is made. There is a widely shared belief that, asthe PILargues,
“the state cannot remain a mute spectator to this ongoing viol-
auon of rights”. And that “inaction! bythestate in regulanng fare

po icies, service v and gnev-
a iction of its ¢ i

system,” Murdoch wrote, warning that
this dynamic erodes trust and rewards
polarisation. It is a diagnosis that applies,
sadly, particularly to India, where televi-
sion debates have become nightly gladia-
torial contests, social media amplifies
their shrillest echoes, and even the once
sober world of print journalism
occasionally feels compelled to mimic
their tone.

’s central point is that cable

dutv and calls for urgent judicial intervention”,

However, while the concerns are real, theapex court’sinter-
vention in this matter would stoke concerns of judicial over-
rr:ach and it would also be coumerproductnve Tha petitioner

news has become less about informing
and more about inflaming. This is so true
inIndia. The endless churn of “breaking
news” banners, the performative anger of

that uyucu.un. icing by airli
violationofa i rightandthat
should treat airli
fares. But this is about how the aviation sector is run, which is
the domain of the executive and legislature. Mnreover amove
toartificially fix orcap prices will actually worsen the si

ial air-

anchors “the nation wants to
know”, the reduction of complex issues
into shouting matches — all of this has
seeped into politics, business, and culture.
News shows are spectaclesof outrage, and

the themoreat-

on the ground. Higher prices are a signal to businesses, entre-
preneurs and the government: lhal demand for air travel isout-

Au,m.ﬂy judicial diktat will
ﬁmher Hines,
depressing supply. The solution doesn’t lie in putting ad-hoc
curbs on prices but in nudging regulation in a manner that
boosts supply.

Water bankruptcy calls
for water accounting

VER THE past two decades, agrowing body of scholarly
research has documented the nsks to water sccunty
posed by polluti 1 p fFuse.

UN report, rel d thisweek, cll'

rupt rainfail patterns, and lhewa!ercycleand retreating glaciers
make river flows erratic, creating “whiplashes” between floods
and extremely dry weather. Droughts, shortages, and pollution
episodes that once looked like temporary shocks are becoming
chronicin many;
as “waterbankruptcy”. The study alsotitled Global Water Bank-

Tuptcy, p thatnot
fected. But it rightly that “basins are .pd
through trade, mi weather, and na-

ture. Water ban.kmptc) in one area will put more presstire on
h d cani and interational tensions.”
Climate-induced precipitation vagariesare, in fact, one of the
major features of the current winter in the Himalaya. Uttarak-
hand, Himachal Pradesh. and Jammu and Kashmirare facinga

Snow! thedryseasontothe

t i Thelatter partofthesea-
sonmay v.But inlate Janu-
ary or eAﬂy Fe ebruary are hkely to be far fewer. Late snow melts
quickly, the benefitof

its moisture- replenishmgquahty. Early snow, in contrast, melts
slowly, providing a steady supply of water to rivers. As an IIT-
Mandl smdy pom[ed outlast year, the emmc preclpuatxon — 1(
inthe past fiveyear:

hydropower, and the timing of river flows.

‘Water management initiatives in most partsof the world, in-
cluding India, have traditionally focused on providing a steady
supply to households hrmers and mdustry Today‘ mere are

harvest

and water- eﬁ‘lmem crops compared to two decades ago. Even
y-side:
measures. The UN report makm a case for: Lmnsparemwa(er ac-
counting, |

tion, along with ensunngeqmtymwa[er distribution.

then, i lay nd

Beckham vs Beckham:
Old script, new twist

SON matries, a family recalibrates, grievancesaccrue,
rivening the parents and the newlyweds. Brooklyn
Beckham's estrangement from his parents after his
iageto heiress Nicola Peltz has the unmistakable
familiarity of a Greek tragedy restaged for the algorithmic age:
There is hubris, inheritance and the terrible knowledge that the
ending was foretold long before anymle hn post In asix-slide
post, the26-year-old dooronrec-
onciliation, accusing parents David and Victoria of inauthenticity
and control, and of having overshadowed his 2022 wedding.
Onone level thisis merely ano[herdynasuc falling-out, no
hand
proximity. But the twist— and thecautionary heft of the story —
lie in the conditions under which it unfolds. Lives optimised for
social medJa are, by deslgm prone to spectacle The Beckhams
decad inwhichno-
thing hasbeen d IfBrooklyn'
erth in 1999 began Brand Beckham in earnest, over the births
Romeo, Cruz, and even14-year-
old sls(er Harper ithas been honed to perfecuon In this world,
feel performative, every
Happy, shiny replace ¢
stand inforapologies, and thesilence required for repairand rec-
onciliation becomes impossible. Noteverything should be con-
tent, yet social media keeps insisting otherwise, flattening com-
plex griefs and long-simmering grievances. It turns family life
into an endless pilot episode waiting for the next escalation.
Ttis t'urile to] take sides. As with Prince Harry’s public unbur-
dening, personal truth theidea
oftell-allsasa PR strategy. What s, evldem is thls In. famll\es that

restraint is the rarest i

rentmn itgarners. In India, this model has
1with gusto. Our pri
debates areless Socratic inquiry than ver-
bal wrestling matches, where decibel
levels matter more than facts, and the an-

chor’s roleis closer to that of a ringmaster
than a moderator.

India’s television news channels have
perfected their own formula for this phe-
nomenon. Each evening, viewers are
treated to “debates” in which 10 talking
heads shout past each other, while thean-
chor interrupts to deliver his thunderous
verdict (since his mind has already been
made up before he invited them onto his
programme to validate his prejudices).
Nuance isdrowned out by noise; complex-
ity is sacrificed to confrontation. The
format rewards those who can deliver the
sharpest soundbite, not the most thought-
ful analysis. Politicians, activists, and even
academics are drawn into this circus,
knowing that a viral clip can matter more
than a reasoned argument.

The contagion does not stop at televi-
sion. Social media platforms amplify these
spectacles, slicing them into shareable
clips that ricochet across WhatsApp
groups and Twitter feeds. The result is a
feedback loop: Television produces out-
rage, social media magnifies it, and politi-
cians respond to it, further feeding the
cycle. As Murdoch put it, “the style of
cable news has become the template for
all communication™, In India, it has be-
come the template for politics itself.

What is particularly worrying is that
even mainstream print media, once the
bastion of sobriety and fact-checking, has
begun to feel the pressure. Editors know
that by the time their morning
paper reaches readers, the public
has already been exposed to the
television version of events the
previous evening, The tempta-
tiontoechothat narrative, rather
than challengeit, isstrong. Head-
lines grow more sensational,
analysis more partisan, and the
careful verification that distin-
guished print from television is
sometimes sacrificed in the race

feedback loop

The contagion does not stop at
television. Social media
platforms amplify the
spectacles, slicing them into
shareable clips that ricochet
across WhatsApp groups and
Twitter feeds. Theresultisa

to remain relevant.

This is a profound shift. For some
years, India’s print media prided itself on
being the antidote to television’s superfi-
ciality. Newspapers offered context,
depth, and a measure of restraint. They
were the place where readers could turn
for sober reflection after the noise of the
nightly news. But as warns,

last night’s shouting match. We need
editors who prioritise verification over vi-
rality, and reporters who pursue context
over conflict.

This is not a nostalgic plea fora return
tosome imagined golden age when weac-
tually believed every'(hi ng that Doordar-
shan had totell us, It is a recognition that

must adapt totoday’s frenetic-

“when everything s framed as urgentand
adversarial, audiences grow cynical and
disengaged”. If print, too, succumbs to this
framing, the public will be left with little
refuge from the cacophony.

The consequences are serious. First,
trust in journalism erodes. When every
story is presented as a crisis, when every
headline screams for attention, readers
begintodoubt the credibility of the mess-
enger. Second, polarisation deepens, Out-
rage-driven journalism rewards extremes,
marginalises moderation, and leaveslittle
room for compromise. Third, democracy
suffers. A public fed on spectacle rather
than substance, triviality and titillation
rather than investigation or introspection,
cannot engage meaningfully with policy,
governance, or civic responsibility.

Murdoch’s warning resonates here:
“The constant churn of sensationalism
undermines public trust in institutions.”
InIndia, where institutions are already
under strain, the erosion of trust in jour-
nalism is particularly dangerous. A
democracyneedsa press that informs, not
inflames; that challenges power,
not parrotsit; that seeks truth, not
just “clicks”.

‘What, then, istobedone? The
answer is not to abandon televi-
sion or social media, but to re-
claimjournalism’s core values on
screen. We need anchors
whomoderate rather than hector,
debates that illuminate rather
than obfuscate, and newspapers
thatresistt toecho

India cannot lead if it stays
silent on Trump’s bullying

paced world without losing its soul. The
tools of modern communication — televi-
sion, social media, digital platforms —are
here to stay. But they must be harnessed
toservethe public interest, not the outrage
economy. Indian telecasters must resist
the nightly temptation toturn every issue
into ashouting match, and instead invest
in investigative reporting, explanatory
journalism, and thoughtful commentary.

India has a proud tradition of journal-
ism that challenged power and informed
the public. From the nationalist press that
defied colonial censorship under the Raj
to the newspapers that resisted the
Emergency and flowered after it, our
media has often risen to the occasion, as
this newspaper exemplifies. That spirit
seems dormant today, and must be re-
kindled. Journalism must reclaimits role
asacheck on powerand asource of truth.
Itmust prioritise depth over decibels, ob-
jectivity over outrage, context over con-
flict. The public deserves better. and our
democracy demandsiit.

Murdoch’s warning should be heeded:
The business model must not corrode
trustand distort discourse. InIndia, where
democracy is noisy enough, we need jour-
nalism thatrises above the din. We needa
press that informs, enlightens and em-
powers, not shouts or distracts. We need,
in short, better journalism.

The writer, Member of Parliament for
Thiruvananthapuram, Lok Sabha, won the
Ramnath Goenka Award for Excellence in
English Non-Fiction in 2019

What belonging means
inthe global village

ALTE GHAR ko dekhne walon,

mllesrone coxnmdes with a period of pro-
ility, forcingIndiatocon-

GROUP of Maharashtrian tourists visited Mont-

phooskachhapparaapkahai/Aag - martreinParis, whereastreet performerwas enter-

ke peeche tez. }la\va Izm aagemug- front a strategic dilemma: How to pursue piy taining the crowd. One tourist placed his arm

addar i i i il around the performer and began loudly chanting

bhi chup llm, mera number ab 1 ingthe li: Jai iShi
o " aaya/Mereqatl pe aap bhi chup hain, agla  system — the foundation of the sovereign- vaji Maharaj ki Jai”, Jar va Sena“ and” Shmde Saheb aage
- number aapka hai. (O youwhowatch the  stateordercurrently facing itsgravest threat. badho!" Soon,

AFTAB ALAM burning house, the thatched roof of straw is The real Lhallenge therefore, is not to SHRIRANJAN comfort. Avideo went viral, sparking online debates about civic
yours; Behind the fire roars a fierce wind,  chc een ivesbuttode- AWATE sense, public behaviour abroad, and the appropriateness of
ahead liesyour fate. When he’ in, Itoo i i India raising regional or political slogans in such settings.

DEAREDITOR stayed silent — now my turn hascome. At must demonstrate that a principled stance Thisisnotan isolated case. Ganesh Visarjan inariverinLon-
. my murder you stand mute — the next on i i as ignty donand aNagar Kirtan in New Zealand have drawn mixed reac-
Id ISAZIee€  numberisyours) i the: tions online. While some praise these as vibrant displays of cul-
Afortnightly Nawaz Deobandi’s grim warning about ~ — is not an impediment to commerce. Itis tural heritage abroad, others express concerns about their
ol which the “spreading fire”and ofthesilent  tk ofastable, interna- potential impact on the environment, public hygiene, and dis-
s spectator offe ing frame fortoday’s inwhi lastingpart- ruption of local life. At a point in history when far-right groups
weinvitereaders — g\pa)srrategic dilemma. Followingtheun-  nershipscanthrive, Wemust reject the false worldwide are pushing anti-immigration politics, and dis-
totelluswhy, precedented abdumon of a sm_mg headof  binary between values and interests. Our intheGlo-
when they differ tate, t} i and bal North are in full swing, it is imperative that Indians —here
withthe editorial has shifted froma T centricityto  mademc ilient by an and abroad —1i about theirva action:
positions or news i ibility, The k mitmenttoajust, rules-based global order Expressions of cultural or regional pride are not wrong.
coverageof ‘The hmm, Europe signal a breakdown of inter- Ina climate where the US has shown a Butthe Pans mcndenr also reveals an undercurrent ot inse-

Indian Express’ national the doorstep il toabduct heads of state, aban- curity. T} rooted in historic: pol

ofevery sovereign nation —sooner orlater. ~ donallies, i} the experiences, occasionally manifests in disruptive displays of
An Indian Express editorial’s call ~Greenland crisis presents a test of systemic regional pride abroad.
(‘Trump’sGreenland pushneedsapushback  resilience. For India, this moment crystal- On tk hand, theworld b lobal
from Europe’, January 19) for Indiato “keep  lises a critical strategic choice: Remain a village—avisi int Dnya-
itshead down”is not pragmaticstatecraft,it ~ passive spectator to the erosion of sover- neshwar Ln his profound statement, “He vishwachi maze ghar
is strategic self-effacement. It risks pushing  eignty as a normative principle, or actively (this entire world is my home),” which promotes a sense of uni-
Indiaintoirrelevance ata moment whenits shape itsrole asa clmmpron of stability. versal belonging . On the other hand, we witness rigid sectarian
global role d dsclarityand it Sov- identities, partisan mindsets, and deepening divisions. Seem-
1t i ily with Indi; ereignty i orbullied, India: cauno( ing!y small incidents like disruptive chants abroad offer micro-
India’s be a vishwaguru — an identity, as the RSS i Todoso i il i een
responsibilities chief recently emphasised, rooted in the ci- aworld makes right Letusbegin
cannotbe vilisational principles of dharma. Asthe ~—aworldinwhichIndia'sownsecurityand with the basics: smnary nationalism in our mlerconnected yet fractured world.
world'sfifth-largest economy and anuclear sLmteglc aulonumy could one day be held P " loud
reduced to power, India’s cannot be re~ price of greater powers. Se- Cultivating dlsplays of narrow pnde unnecessary. Urdu poel Nida Fazli, in
short-term duced to short-term transactional calcula-  curing a trade deal while the global order genuinecivic  hisghazal asks:“A mein

transactional tions. Leadership entails the defence ofa  crumbleswould beapyrrhicvictory. Preserv- sense — kaun?( altie of sil ketplace

slolations rules-based order. The prescription — that  ingthei it i t for ofnoise?)” hequiet

o l)l:l‘ - Europe should “push back” against Trum-  agreements meaning and longevity should respectior space — 15 boLh a philosophical and spiritual endeavou.r Itcalls

Lcadel'ShlP pian brinkmanship while India quietly se-  be our paramount strategic task. As a civil- shared Spaces,  ustopri Letusbeginwith ics: Cul-
entailsthe cures its deals — risks bartering our moral lsauonal state, I.ndia will ulumarely be empa[hy for ivati it i respectfor empathy

defence ofa capital for short-1 t i gain. inciple others, and for others, and restraint in expression — so that we may under-

les-based ‘Thisisneitheran argument forabandon- over passivity ‘when it matters most. tpainih stand “Jai Maharashtra, Jai Paris” without having to chant it.
rules-base mg strategic pmdence nor for yeopardjsmg res| mm in
order wnu the EU The writer is dean Faculty of International expression The writer teaches at Suan Sunandha
lioarh Musli

Rather, itisa
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[— Imdira cave judgment ln(ln

Indiraassassination verdict

enableit to establish contiguity with the
Abohar-Fazilka areas of Punjab, which the

inthe Indira G

THEHISTORIC
i ination trial will be delivered al-

tate has claimed in lieu of
Chandigarh. Informed Cong | sources

most 15 months after Indira Gandhi was as-
sassinated on October 31,1984. The order
onthe threeaccused facing trial, Satwant
Singh, Kehar Singh and Balbir Singh, will be
read out by additional sessions judge Ma-
hesh Chandra at the improvised courtroom
inthe capital’s Tihar Jail where the trial has
been conducted. Security has been
tightened in and outside Tihar Jail.

Land exchange proposal
HARYANA HAS d the exchange of

said that the Chief Minister, Bhajan Lal,
had already taken up the issue with his Ra-
jasthancounterpart, Haridev Joshi, who.
the sources claimed, was not averse to
the proposal.

UPcabinet

THE MUCH-AWAITED expansion of the
four-month-old, 17-member UP ministry
headed by Vir Bahadur Singh, which was
expected to be done with a bang, ulti-

acouple of its villages with Rajasthan to

epaper.indianexpres&mm.- -

mately ended on a whimper whenonly 10
ministers of state were inducted. The

New Delhi

Chief Minister, Vir Bahadur Singh, now has
nine cabinet ministers and 17 ministers of
state. Most of the ministers of state, de-
scribed as personal assistants, will assist
the Chief Minister in his legislative work
during the forthcoming Assembly session,
which is expected to be stormy.

PM’selection challenged

THE SUPREME COURT will hear the appeal
challenging the election of the Prime
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, from Amethiin
Uttar Pradesh on grounds of corrupt
practices. The Chief Justice, P N Bhag-
wati, who fixed the hearing, said that it
would be taken up before a bench meant
for hearing election appeals.
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® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Mr Carney’s speech was a precision
munition, a salvo aimed at pushing
Canada’s European allies.

— The Globe and Mail, Canada
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The powerful have their power. We have
somethlng Capacity to stop pretending

ODAY, I'LL talk about the rup-

‘ture in the world order, theend

of anice story, and the begin-

ning of a brutal reality where
geopolitics among the great

puwm is: not subject toany coneramLs But
other par-

ncular]y nuddle powers like Canada, are not
powerless. They have the capacity tobuild a
new order that embadles ou:valua. ].|.ke re-

pect for
‘ment, solidarity, and territorial
integrity of states.
The power of the less powerful begins
with honesty.

Every day, we are reminded that we live
in an era of great power rivalry. That the
rules-based order is fading. That the g

take theirsigns down.
Fordecade: i d

dowhat they can, and the weak suffer what
they must. This aphorism of Thucydides is
presemed as inevitable — the natural logic

i relations ing itself.

pered under what we called the rules-based
international order. We joined its institu-
tions, pralsed its pnncnples and benefited
fromits ‘We knew this story

And faced with this logic, there is astrong
tendency for countries to hope that com-

was partially false. That Lhestrougat would
exempt That

pliance will buy safety. trade rules were enforced asymmetrically.
Itwon't. Andthat international law applied with vary-
So, what are our options? In 1978, the  ing rigour depending on the identity of the

Czechdissident Vaclav Havel thevictim. Thisfiction

called ’IhePowerofﬂ\ePower]m Heasked and Amencan hegemony in particular,

a ion: How did the helped ’\nPn sealanes,

systemsustain itself? Hisanswer began with
a greengrocer. Every morning, this shop-
keeper placesasign in hiswindow: “Workers
of the world, unite!” He does not believe it.

urity,

for frameworks for ingdis-
putes. So, we placed the sign in the window.
And largely. avoxded cal]mgout thegaps be-

it. Buth ignany-
way —toavoid trouble, tosignal compliance,
togetalong. And because every shopkeeper
onevery street does the same, the system
persists. Not through violence alone, but

ypeople

inrituals they privately know to be false.
Havel called this “livingwithinalie”. The

system’s power comes not fromits truth but

tween

This bargain no longer works.

‘We are in the midst of a rupture, not a
transition. Over the past two decades, aseries
of crises in finance, health, energy, and geo-
politics laid bare the risks of ex-
treme global integration. More re-
cently, great powers began using
economic integration as weapons.

Stop invoking the ‘rules-based
international order” as though

1
IELUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

the prohibition of the use of force except
when consistent with the UN Charter, and
respect forhu.manngh(s ngmanc inrec-
ognising that

that interests diverge, and that not every
partner shares our values.

Inthe past few days, we have concluded
new strategic partnerships with China and
Qatar. We are negotiating free trade pacts
with India, ASEAN, Thailand, Philippines,
and Mercosur.

This is not naive multilateralism. It is
building the coalitions that work, issue by
issue, with partners who share enough
common ground to act together. And it is
creating a dense web of connections on
which we can draw for future challenges
and opportunities.

Middle powers mustacttogether because
if you are not at the table, you are on the
menu. When we only negotiate bilaterally
with a hegemon, we negotiate from weak-
ness. We should not allow the rise of hard
power to blind us to the fact that the power
of legitimacy, integrity, and rules will remain

your ination. The multi-
lateral insti which mi

relied — the WTO, the UN, the COP are

trong — if we chy dittogether.
‘Which brings me back to Havel. What
would it mean for middle powers 0" hvem

Nations future
startswith child’s
early learning

AMITABH KANT

NDIA'S GROWTH, competitiveness and demographic
dmdend hinge on an often overlooked investment —
well. With 250 milli hild:

under10, Indiastandsatacritical ic moment;

137 millionof today’s youth will join the workforce by 2047,

i future. Tt ion laid in early years iswhatul-

timately drives the nation’s long-term productivity, innovation,
and economicgrowth.

Longitudinal research shows quality early learning boosts

cognition by 19 pomis Yet early childhood educanon (ECE)is

class

rooms. Foundauonal literacy and numeracy (FLN)— the ability
to read, comprehend, and use numbers — determine how well
children can engage wnh all future leammg The Nanonal Edu-
cation
quality ECE and FLN byGrade 3 — two cornerstones of India’s

1. As aresult, man are

truth™? It

human

drawing the same conclusions. They must
develop greater strategic autonomy: In
energy, food, critical minerals, finance, and
supply chains.

‘Thisimpulse isunderstandable. But let
usbe clear eyed 1bout where this leads. A

FORTHE
record

ing the “rules-based international order” as

wadis, balvatikas, and early pnmarygtades

though it still functions as advemsed Cal] Chlldrenag d education
whatitis: A period ofi: in But workexs juggle muluple roles
great powerrivalry, powerful — nutrition, i ion, pre-school — stretch-

pursue their interests using economic inte-
gtananasaweapnnofcoeram It meansact-

world of

ile, and less sustainable. And there is
anothertruth: Ifgreat powersabandon even
the pretence of rules and values for the un-

‘When middle powers criti-
cise economic intimidation from one
directionbutstaysilentwhen it comes from
another, we are keeping the sign in the win-

ing their capacity to deliver quality learning. Evidence from
JPALstudiesand pilots in Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh shows
that adding a dedicated educator doubles learning time, im-
proves cognition, reduces stunting, and boosts school read-
iness. It also increases instruction time from 18 to 75 minutes
inatwo-hour observation window.

hindered pursuit of their power and inter-  dow. It means building what we claim tobe- Ofthe existing 14 lakh i centres, 12 lakh
ests, the gains from “transactionalism”be-  lievein. It meansreducing the leverage that additional educa(or India has the upporrum:y tocreate 12lakh
toreplicate. b jon. Buildis dl i jobsfor

continually monetise their relationships.
Allies will diversifyto hedge againstuncer-

economy should always be every govern-
ment’s priority. Diversification interna-

tainty. This rebuilds
eignty that was once grounded in rules, but
will be increasingly anchored in the ability
towithstand pressure.

Canada was amongst the first
to hear the wake-up call, leading
usto fundamentally shift our stra-
tegic posture. Our new approach

wadi centres, with annual investments of approximately Rs
131)00 crore. ‘This would help transform every anganwadi into

The powerful have their power. But we: have
something, too — the capacity to stop pre-
tending, to name reality, to build our
strength athome, and to act together.

That is Canada’s path. And it is a path

from everyone’s willi performasif — Tariffs Financialinfra-  jtstill functions as advertised. restsonwhat AlexanderStubbhas  wide open to any country willing to take it

itwere true. And its fragility comes fromthe ~ structure as coercion. Supply Callthe system whatitis: termed “values-based realism”or,  withus.

same source: When even one personstops  chains as vulnerabilities to be ex- jod ofi e toputit another way, we mm tobe

performing — when the gr re-  ploited. “livewithinthe Aperiod of mte‘;‘S’fy ing great principled and Prin- dian Prir Mark

me is si illusi i k lie” ufmumalbeneﬁtthmughm(e» power nvalry cipled in our commitment to sov- Cameysspeech at the World Economic Forum
Itistime for i d gration omes ereignty and territorial integrity, in Davos on January 20
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Future doctors

DESPITE THE reduction in
cut-offs, a large number of post-
graduate (PG) medical seats
across the country remain
vacant, which isa matter of seri-
ousconcern (‘Slashed NEET-PG
cut-offs point to alarger absence’,
IE, January 21). This issue is not
limited to admission criteria
alone, but points towards deeper
problems related to the quality of

SUANsHU KHURANA

’IHEREARE arguably very fewartisteswho
have tothenation’s
cultural imagination as A R Rahman did
with the song "Ma tujhe salaam”, a com-
ionof50yearsof I in
1997. The rousing composition offered a
glimpse of how nationalism sounded at the
turn ofthe century.
Nearly three decades on, the musician

medical
trainingstructure, and the credl-

facingawaveofho
arecent BBC Asian Ne(work interview, in
which!

bility of the medical
Inrecentyears, the numbers of
medical colleges and PG seats
have increased significantly.
However, the required improve-
ments in faculty strength, infra-
structure, medical equipment,
linical

rimination arisin,
from a “power shift” in the Hindi film in-
dustry over the past eight years. He men-
tioned the divisive toneof certain films, in-
cluding Chhaava (2025). on which he
worked as composer. Delicately and with-
out rancour, he alluded to an increasingly

have not kept pace.
— Ashutosh Pandey, Jammu

Frequent lapses

EVEN A city projected as India’s
urban future lacks basic
infrastructure and preparedness.
‘Yuvraj Mehta’s death was notan
accident but the brutal

Therewasnoat-
tempt toseek validation or play victim. His
critics moved in swiftly, calling him “un-

We can't turn adeaf ear

to A R Rahman

understand that intentions can sometimes
be misunderstood. But my purpose has al-
ways been to uplift, honour and serve

jue at
tention. Hindi film musicisnowacorporate
strategy: and songsareoften built for virality

throughmusic.T ause
pain, and Thope my sincerity is felt.”

In 2020, too, Rahman had spoken about
losingworkin Bolls itics, and

latforms. Theyarenolonger
as guided by the story, which explains why
they sound similar and bland. Creation of
music is on what s easily dis-

people rallied behind him. So what has
changed7 Atthat ume, Rahman 's criticism
aligned ofthein-

dustry, which began after Sushant Singh
Rajput’sdeathbysuicide. Thiswaswhenthe
hashtag #BoycottBollywood gained mo-
mentum. Anyone who retained their inde-
pendent Deepika Padu-
kone’s Chhapaak (2020) was embroiled in
controversy after she stood in support of
JNUSU president Aishe Ghosh, assaulted by
ABVP members during the anti-CAA pro-
tests. Aamir Khan 's Laal Singh Chaddlm

coverable. No one is exempt from the
numbers game.

Rahman has nothing to prove. One can
see a decline in Hindi projects over the last
few years. Those who cite his high-profile
projects overlook that a lot of them come
from international filmmakers and the
south. His last big Hindi project was Imtiaz.
Ali’s Amar Singh Chamkila in 2024. Then
there is Nitesh Tiwari’s upcoming Ra-
mayana, where he has collaborated with
Hans Zimmer. “I am a Muslim, Hans
ZimmerisaJew. We both are composing for

e <

~child ratio

—sover- tionally forhonest ideal 1:20 edh
foreign policy and improve ECE for over 10 crore children annually. The candi-
ofthewing date pool from the Central Teacher Eligibility Test, nursery

teacher training, and Home Science courses provides an ad-
equate supply of potential educators.
‘h age five, many

only 37 per cent of five-year-olds and 11 per cent of six-year- olds
still enrolled — a steep drop
from nearly 60 percent cover-
age for four-year-olds (ASER
2024). Consequently, a sub-
stantial number of children
enterGrade 1without the foun-
dational skills needed for
school success. Where local
schools are equipped with
dedicated space, staff, and re-
sources, establishing balvatika
sections (pre-primary sections)
can bridge this gap.

Only nine per cent of gov-
ernmentschools with pre-pri-
marysections have dedicated
ECE teachers. Adding a low-
cost, dedicated ECE educator in Tamil Nadu has driven
measurable learning gains through RCT-evaluated models.
‘The Ministry of Education has recognised this and included
balvatikas under the NIPUN Bharat mission; with recurring
grants of Rs 2 lakh/school, an additional Rs 11akh every five
years, and Rs500/child for learning materials starting in 2025.

d rapidly onthis, i Uttar Pra-
desh, Odisha and Haryana. By using the u'nplementauon ex-
perience of Indiacan

gaps nationwide.
Between agesslx and seven, children enter Grade 1, where
3 oflifelong learning, National assess-
ments such as ASER 2024 and NAS 2024 show encouraging
gains, reflecting focused NIPUN Bharat through
better materials, stronger teacher training, and regular class-
room monitoring across Grades 1-3.
Thenextstepistoextend the FLN focusto Grades4and 5, en-
suring children transition to middle school with the confidence

toread, reason, roblem: Jttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, and Tamil isi icy il ionslike
district PMUs and st iddl cadres.

To sustain gains, India must introduce advanced reading
and Mathematics material that build higher-order skills like
cnucal thxnlung creauwty and communication, and launcha
to mobilise parents and communities

grateful” and describing his recent
music as mediocre. The VHP ac-
cused him of “defaming” the
country, while BJP MP Kangana
Ranaut called him “prejudiced
and hateful”. The larger industry
distanced itself from his remarks.
T .

of civic failure (‘In Noida death,
faltering of the city’s promise’, IE,
January 21). Routine actions will
follow, but structural change will
not. From Indore’

gressive that Rahman had to put
outastatement: “Indiais my inspi-

(2022} “saidR
cott campmgn after his2015com-  terview, speaking about the ism he

One can see adecline in his mentson “intolerance”. continuesto believein.
P . ot Thisisalsowhenacertain kind To dismiss his lived experience as exag-
Hindiprojectsover thelast 5 s i S Shm el

few years. Those who cite his
high-profile projects overlook
that alot of them come from
international filmmakers
and the south

mentum. Films like The Kashmir
Files (2022) and The Kerala Story
(207.3) had politically charged nar-

geration i
mostsignificant musicians of our time. Our
response to his discomfort cannot be “you
arewrongand everythmgls fine”. Thereisa

the
vuvemmen[(gemnhmx freestatus
inBJP-ruled states, for example).

need todif

The writer is senior assistant editor, The Indian
Express. suanshu.khurana@expressindia.com

around foundational learning, A 1 inuum of strong
anganwadis, balvatikas with dedicated ECE educators, and
foundational learning is not just an education strategy — it is
the engine of productivity, innovation, and inclusive growth
central to Viksit Bharat. Realising this vision will require bold

action, focus, and collective: ment
ernment, conn-nunmes, aud partners, This is India’s pathway
to its full 1social potential.

The writer dia’s G20 Sh disthe

former CEQ of NITI Aayog. Views are personal

ration, my teacher and my home. I

‘The power shift Rahman talks

water to Vadodara’s bridge col-
lapse, such lapses weaken the
promise of aviksit Bharat.

— Shreya Bisht, Jammu

Talkto everyone

ASTHE BJP expands, it must also
deepen internal debate and ex-
ternal consultation (‘New BJP
chief must listen to voices across
theaisle’, IE, January 21). The

SURJYATAPA RAY

It's high time Noida had a municipal corporation

recenttragedy in Noida, a27-y Id man
fell into a deep, abandoned construction
pit filled with water.

oradedicated P could have
therisk. The two lquestions
toask iswhy thiswas notdone, and what the

ARTICLE 21 of the Constit

‘The reaction to this Lumdant haslargely  city government does now to prevent such
beenat thesurfacel incidents from recurring.
ferred, show- toof- Th lies in havil

n|armim'

ﬁaa.ls and SIT probes were instituted. But

editorial rightly flags a growing the Right to Life. Yet, the everyday func-
distance between power and dis- tioning of Indian Lilim
sent. Regular with apathy towards the i people.

opposition leaders, state units,
and civil society can reduce mis-
trust. Transparent decision-mak-
ing, respect for institutions, and
space for criticism will
strengthen governance. Listen-
ing need not weaken authority; it
cansteadyit.

—SMJeeva, Chennai

‘The number of avoldab]e dealhs — from
pedestrians walking or crossing roads, ve-
hicles falling into potholes, building fires,
or being electrocuted by exposed wires on
public streets — is staggering. Between
2004 and 2015, nearly 3.9 million such
deaths were recorded by the National
Crime Records Bureau. Yet, more often
than not, these incidents are reduced to
statistics, briefly discussed, occasionally
protested, and then forgotten. In the most

ying cause — failure of city gov-
emancemlndla has remained largelyun-

local government. Globally, well-functioning
cities are led by locally elected represen-
lanves often a mayor. Noida does not hold

it inIndiahastwo
broad di ofthe

elecuons This

The existence of an abandoned con-
struction pit raises a fundamental ques-
tion: Who is responsible for securing such
sites? Regulations place the onus of con-
struction safety on developers and con-
tractors. Local

tions, real-time risk assessment, and the
authority to act swiftly.

Many preventive measures are neither
complex nor resource-intensive: Adequate
street lighting, reflective markers and road
stud: -reflectivetreatment near crash-

for enforcement and penalties. Yet across
Indian cities, construction safety norms
areroutinely violated, not because regula-
tions are unclear, but because monitoring

state to its citizens and capacity of the state
to undertake preventive action. Both were
found wanting in this case.

Local accounts suggest that the tragedy
was avoidable, The dangers posed by the
construction pit-turned-pond were known
to authorities, with multiple incidents re-
ported in the preceding weeks. Basic
measures — barricading, warning signage,

responded to, and represented.

City governance in India
has two broad dimensions —
accountability of the state to its
citizens and capacity of the state
toundertake preventive action

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

is weak, is sporadic, and pe-
nalties lack deterrence.

This reflects a broader capacity deficit
within urban local governments — insuf-
ficient staffing, inadequate technical ex-
pertise, fragmented jurisdiction, and poor
inter-departmental coordination. These
gaps are not inevitable: They reflect local
governance deficits. Even well-drafted

prone locations, and mandatory physical
barriersaround constructionsites. Theseare
basic public safety responsibilities that a
properly empowered local government
oughttoplan for,implement and enforceas
amatter of course.

Noida needstobecomea
poration.Itneedsa Iocalgovemmentmat is
empowered to plan, regulate, enforce, and
build the capacity required toensurethat no
lives are lost to preventable accidents.

The writer s Urban Policy,

regulations fail without routine inspec-

New Delhi

Jana Urban Space Foundation
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At Davos, leaders
of Canada, EU
echo each other:
‘Old order’is over

Yashee
New Delhi, January 21

AT THE World Economic Forum mectmg in Davos—a
ymbol of the West-led multi that US President

Donald Trump appears intent onsteamrolling — voices

opposmg ms mcncs L\ave been raised from within the West-

* AGRICULTURE

‘Goldilocks’ situation has
keptfoodinflation atbay

i 1 [} \
HARISH DAMODARAN

THE PAST year was not on.ly asurplus

by Canada’s Prime Mi

ear, Indiareceiving above-

Mark Carney and European Commission President Ursula

vonderLeyen. While Canada is America’s neighbourand

old ally, Europe with the US shape was co-shaper of the

post-World War I1 liberal order. An examlnauon oftheir
mmon themes, and

End of old world order

Both the leaders firmly stated that the old world orderhad
disappeared, and noamount of wishing would bring it back.
“We know the old order is not coming back. We shouldn't
mourn it. Nostalgia is not astrategy...,” Carney said.

In his hard-hitting speech, he said this “rupture” was “the
end of a pleasant fiction and the beginning of a harsh reality.”

VonderLeyen, meanwhile, said: “...nostalgia is part of our
human story. But nostalgia will not bring back the old order.
And playing for time - and hoping for things to revert soon —
will not fix the structural dependencies we have.”

The ‘old order’, where decisions were supposed to be made
through institutions in which all countries had a voice and fol-
lowed the same rulebook, hasbeen lessthan ideal, which Car-
neymentioned in hisspeech. But the EU and Canada had been
major beneficiariesand upholders of the order, and their pul-

ling the curtains on it has a

WHERE THEY message for the world.

DIFFERED Outreachtothe

® Von der Leyen was more con- world (minus US)

ciliatory towards Trump. She Both Carney and von der

stated thatthe EUwould liketo  Leyen spokeabout how they

work with him. are reaching out to various
countries for newor renewed

® Carney did not even mention
the US President by name. He
only made one mention of the
US, saying “American hegem-
ony"intheold order had

alliances, and India found
mention by both. Carney
said: “..we are rapidly diver-
sifying abroad. We have

normal rainfall right from May through Oc-
tober. It was also a year of relatively mod-
erate temperatures,

Theannual mean land surface air tem-
perature over the country in 2025 was 0.28
degrees Celsius above the average for 1991-
2020. Also, the above-normal mean tem-
perature departures were high (between
0.8degrees Celsius and 1.4 degrees Celsius)
only during January-April. In the remain-
ingeight months, T
near if not below normal (Table 1).

Comparethis with 2024, whichwasthe
‘warmest year on record since 1901, withan
annual mean temperature anomaly of 0.65
degrees Celsius. The previous year, too, saw
very high temperatures that was coupled
with a strong El Nifio-induced monsoon
failure. The redeeming feature in 2024 was
agood monsoon, which significantly offset
the impact of the mercury hovering at 0.5
degrees Celsius or more above-normal for
eight outof the 12 months.

Theyear2025, on the other hand, pres-
ented a near-Goldilockssituation (an opti-
mal mix of various factors, the term is from
the fairy tale) of both the monsoon rainand
temperatures being “just right”.

The Goldilocks impact on
agriculture
i %

ion of a puul 1
fected India’s agricultural producuon It re-
sultedina prolonged eplsode of retail food

tra-

broughtin several benefits. [eglc pannershlp with the

d 12 other

trade and security deals on

four ix months.. we've new strategic
tar... Tc lob—

lems, we're pursuing... different coalitions for different issues.”
‘The EU leader, mentioning the Mercosur deal, said, “That
willnotstopin Latin America... Last year,

inflation,
during. July20.3 to DecemberlO?A
The effects of a surplus monsoon in
2024 were not felt that year, partly due to
the lag factor (the main rainfall season is
from June to September) and also the rec-
ord temperatures. Food inflation, hence,
stayed elevated till December 2024.
in2025. An-

‘ments with Mexico, Indonesia and Switzerland... We are (x]so
advancing with the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, the UAE...

And after Davos, Twill travel to India... we are on the cusp of a
historic trade agreement. Some call it the mother of all deals.”

What Canada, EU have to offer

Both leaders spoke about what they have to offer to the
world, in pursuit of these alliancesand deals. Carney said: “We
areanenergy superpower. We hold vast reserves of critical min-
erals. We have the most educated population in the world... In
other words, we have capital, talent... we also have a govern-
mentwith immense fiscal capacity...” von der Leyensaid, “..Eu-
rope has all the assets it needs to attract investment — the sav-

nual consumer food price inflation aver-
aged -0.2% during the year and -2.7% for
July-December 2025. This was enabled by
the above-normal monsoon as well as
below-normal temperatures (especially

o LAW

Table 1: All-indiamean temperature

departure fromnormal (in °C)

2023
065

[ 2021
| 044

2022

‘ Average 051

2024
065

2025
0.28

The prospect of bumper harvests seems likely in most rabi crops
such as potato for NOW. AMITMEHRA/FLE

Table 2: Stocksincentral pool

on January1(lakh tonnes)

Wheat Rice* Total
izozo 32796 | 42399 | 75195
|2021 | 3429 | 45751 | 80041
|2022 | 3k0m |[smi2 | anaa
2023 m1 | a4 6161
|2024 | 16353 | 51648 | 68001
12025 18aN | 61003 | 79414
12026 | 27463 | 67932 | 95395 |
[Norm™ 138 | 761 2141

Moderate temperatures and
surplus monsoon rainfall have led
toabumper crop year. This has
resulted in low food inflation

sprout properly and form a sufficient
number of tubers. The subsequent period,
however, was marked by low night tem-
peratures and long daylength with bright
sunshine, ideal for photosynthesis and
growth, Therefore, even the tubers that
were formed had a larger size and higher
weighL

“This season, both tuberisation and
tuber hu]kmg are good And there’s hardly

her,”

’l‘he only crop of concern is mustard,
with damage from Orobanche aegyptiaca,
a root parasitic weed, being reported in
many growingareas of Haryanaand Rajas-
than. The extent of overall yield and pro-
duction loss from it — inan omerwme ex-

1
the average of 1991:2020 for 2024 and 2025 and of 19812010 for
the previousyears.
Source: India Meteorclogical Department

Table2: Includes rice equivalent of un-milled paddy:
**Minimum operational stock plus strategic reserve for January 1
Source: Department of Food and Public Distribution.

tremely ic
environment for the oilseed crop — is not
clear, though.

Food inflation outlook

Potato is currently wholesaling in the
mandis of Uttar Pradesh at Rs 600-700 per

from May). The benefits of that are being
particularly seen in the current rabi
(winter-spring) cropping season.

Inend-October, before the peak sowing
period, water levelsinIndia’s 161 major res-
ervoirs were at 90.8% of their full storage
capacity. The surplus rains also filled up
farm ponds and other small water bodies,
besides recharging groundwater tables.

These, in conjunction with cool tem-
peratures conducive to germination, have
ledto ing an all-time-higk:
of334.17 lakh hectares (Ih) under wheat so
farthis season (against 328.041h for the cor-
responding period of 2024-25). They have
similarly increased acreages in mustard
(from 86.571h1089.361h), rabi maize (2349
1h to 25.24 Ih) and red lentil/masoor (17.66
lhto18.121h).

Crop status

‘The wheat crop sown during November
isin the tillering (shoot development) and
stem elongation stage. This stage matters
because the more shoots that grow from
thebase of the main stem, the more the po-
tential spikes or grain-bearing ‘ears’.

“The germination, crop vigour and
tillering have been excellent this time. As
things stand and assuming no sudden
jump intemperatures, we are headed fora
record harvest,” said Rajbir Yadav, principal
scientist at the Indian Agricultural Re-
search Institute in New Delhi.

Resurgence
unlikely
Annual
consumer food
priceinflation
averaged -0.2%
during the year
and-2.7%for
July-December
2025.

°
Exceptinthe
eventofasudden
extreme weather
event,a
resurgence of
food inflation
appears remote.
—_—

‘The wheat crop comes to heading (i.e.
forthe earsto fully emerge from thetillers)
80-95 days after sowing. Thisis followed by
flowering, polli.nalion and seed setting, be-

quintal, 10Rs1.200-1,300a year
ago. Butitis not the tuberalone. Retail infla-
tion in all vegetables, as per the consumer
price index, was -18.5% vear-on-year in De-
cember, and -15.1% for pulses. The reason for
thisis not only the Goldilocks combinatjon

of! i rainsand

mid/late-February.

Maximum temperatures should be in
the early-30 degrees Celsius range during
the 35-40 days of grain formation, filling
and ripening. Any surge in March tempera-
tures - like in 2002, when the mean tem-
perature departure above normal was L61
degrees Celsius for all-India and 3.22 de-
grees Celsius for the wheat belt of North-
west India —could cause premature ripen-
ing and drying of grains, translating into
lower yields.

But that possibility looks unlikely —
thanks to the prevailing La Nifia (opposite
of EINifi iti it

which

turesyieldingbumper harvests. Equallyim-
portant is the domestic stocks and interna-
tional supply position.

Table 2 shows total rice and wheat
stocks in government godowns, at 95.4 mt
as on January 1, to be nearly 4.5 times the
required level and also more than the pre-
vious high of 87.1 mt for the same date of
2022. Even wheat stocks are comfortable
now, relative to what they were over the last
three years.

‘The US Department of Agriculture has
projected record/near-record global pro-
ductionij in 20_5 26 0f wheat(largely driven

iy

associated with colder-than-normal
winters in India.

T tofbumperhar
likely in-most rabi crops for now.

Take potato, where India’s production
in 2024-25 was officially estimated at 58.1
million tonnes (mt). “This year, it will beat
least 3-4% higher,” according to S Sounda-
raradjane, CEO of HyFarm, the agri-busi-
nessunit of the Ahmedabad-based French
Fries maker HyFun Foods Pvt Ltd.

Last season, high temperatures during
sowing time from mid-October to Novem-
ber meant that the seed potatoes could not

Y cormn/i
barley (European Union), soyabean (Brazil)
and palm oil (Indonesia).

Unlike in 2021 and 2022, there are no
supply shocks —whether from pandemic,
war, weather orexport controls —exerting
upward pressure on world prices today.
The disturbances in Iran and Venezuela
have caused minimal disruptions to the
global agri-commodities trade, which was
not the case just after the war in Ukraine
broke out. Simply put, save in the event of
any sudden extreme weather event (say, a
new EINifio), aresurgence of food inflation
appears remote.

Why HC ordered release of trafficking victim from protective home

ings, the skills, and the innovation...” Amaal Sheikh their family members, a magistrateor-  Carevys
NewDelhi, January21 dered that the petitioner be placed in the
Greenland detention home as she had no family or confinement
Both leadersopposed Trump'sactions on Greenland. Car- PROTECTIVEHOMESunderthelmmoral ~ steady source of income. It was assumed @ Inits ruling, the
ney said: “On Arctic sovereignty, we stand firmly with Green- Traffic (] Prevennon) Act, 1956, (PITA)are  that, considering her circumstances, she  Bombay ngh Cour(
land and Denmark, and fully: suppon theirunique right tode- meanttofi asa. rehabili-  waslikely i work  said the di
termine Gi s future... C: alii tation, not. Clarifyingthis,the  and therefore required institutional “care  between care and

over Greenland.” Von der Leyen spoke about Greenland
longer, saying, “First principle: full solidarity with Greenland
and the Kingdom ol Denmark... Second, weare wozkmg ona
massive surgein G
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Bombay High Court last week (January 16)
set aside orders that had placed an adult
trafficking survivor in a protective home
for one year. It held that such custody, in
the absence of legal justification, violates
constitutional liberty.

Justice N J Jamadar said that where a
victimisamajor, placing her ina protective
home should “have been determined on

and protection” under the PITA.

What the law permits

PITA provides a framework for custody
afterarescueunder Section17. Immediately
afteraraid, a person may be keptsafein cus-
tody forashort peried if they cannotbe pro-
duced before the appropriate magistrate.
‘This initial custody i is capped at 10 days.

detentionlies notin
labels butin effect.
® Careinvolves sup-
port measures that
respectautonomy,
counselling, and
consent.
@ Detentioniis

ked by compul-

For adults, any extension of this custody
beyond these narrowlimitations must pass
constitutional scrutiny.

For children, the law permits wider in-
tervention, with the State steppinginasa
guardian. For adults, Article 19 — to move
freely, reside where one chooses and pur-
sue a livelihood — does not stand sus-
pended merely because a person has been
trafficked. As a result, “care” for an adult
might be voluntary. Once an adult ex-
pressesa clear wish to leave a protective
home, continuing to confine them ceases
to be care and becomes detention. In the
presentcase, the woman repeatedly stated
that she did not wish to remain in the insti-

fth ional right: Once[.“ P beforethe ™M tution; the HC held that her consent was
of personal liberty and free- the law aninquiry. Sion-Whenanadult  por optional but central.
dom”. These rights under Article 19 stand ~ During this period, interim custody can 's keptin aprotective i P
on a higher footing than statutory powers contmue but only upto 3 weeks. A longer her Cr igvictims
under PITA. They do not stand wywhere between 1-3 years,  Wishes withrestric- PITAdoes notcriminalise prostitution.
merely because a person has been traf-  can only be ordered after the magistrate tionsonmovement  what it targetsisthe exploita-

ficked.
The matter pertamed to five women
lice raid from
alodgein Yeola, Maharashtra, followed by
the arrest of two men under PITA. While
other women were allowed to leave with

recordsa finding that the person s “in need
of care and protection”.

‘The Bombay HC noted that these time-
lines are not procedural formalities but a
reflectionof the [egls[au\'e intent toensure
that does not turn

and choice, the state
must justify the re-
strainton liberty with
concrete reasons.

victims as offenders by default. The PITA,
the court said, “was not meant to punish a
victim of sexual exploitation”. In the ab-
sence of material showing that the victim’s
conductattracted any penal provision; she
could not be subjected to restrictions “on
the basis of a bald assertion that the victim
may again indulge inimmoral acts”,

Under the Act, it is the magistrate who
must determine, after conducting an in-
quiry, whether a rescued person requires
care and protection.

Detention may bejustified where there
is evidence that the person suffers from a
condition that impairs decision-making,
or where release would pose a demon-
strable danger to society.

Another situation is where the person
isalsoanaccused inacriminal case. Inthis
case, none of these elements were present.
There wasno medical material suggesting
There was no finding that her

tion that surroundsit. Although the Act de-
fines prostitution as sexual exploitation for
commercial purposes, judges have clarified
thatthis does not mean every person found
in sexwork is committing an offence.

‘The bench cautioned against treating

langer others.
accused of any offence under PITA.

The court rejected speculative fears, in-
cluding the possibility that she might re-
turn to sex work, as insufficient to justify
detention.

Why Punjab farmers want security fence moved closer to border with Pakistan

Kanchan Vasdev

from a few feet at some places to nearly 2

Those

times. A

Chandigarh, January 21

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister Bhagwant Mann
on Saturday said the Union government
had agreed, in principle, to shift the secur-
ity fence in the state closer to the Interna-
tional Border (IB) with Pakistan.

Theshift, if it does take place, would be
a major relief for farmers in the state’s
border belt — itwould clear the way forun-
hindered cultivation of thousands of acres
of farmland currently beyond the fence.

Butthisis hardlythe firsttimesuch apro-
pma] hascomeup. Thc]nd!(m Expresslooks
attheci

km at others. Between the fence and the
border lie 21,500 acres belonging to Pun-
jab’s farmers and around 10,000 acres be-
longing to the government. The farmers
who till that land have had to face restric-
tions for years.

Gates that currently grant access to lhe
restricted land
few hours on designated days of the week
However, there are restrictions on the
number of people who can work close to

of tractors th

1for

can take to till their land.
BSF protocol also requires two Kisan

was
first put up, whether pushing it forward
would have any security implications, and

G htractorcrossing
the fence. This, too, limits how many

why sticha move has not yet.

What'’s the border fence issue?
Punjab shares a 532-km border with
Pakistanwhichissecured by abarbed wire
fence. Due to the uneven terrain, the dis-
tance between the fence and the IB varies

farmers can access their fields daily.
Tt le-
manding that the fence be pushed closer to
theIB. They say Lhe movewill also alle\'lare
Mann, who metwith Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, said the minister told him
that the plan was under consideration.

Sialkot
)
Kartarpur

Gurdaspur Himaehal

Lahores ", ®
~+Amritsar

PAKISTAN

.~ ® Firozpur
Punjab
INDIA

1® Fazilka

Rajasthan Haryana

Theorigin of the fence

The electrified barbed wire fence was
firstinstalled at the borderin three districts
— Gurdaspur, Amritsar and Ferozepur —

ing would have been taken inasasupporter
of ‘militancy. We then set up a Border Area
Sangharsh Committee i in 1992 ‘We have

What farmers say

With drones being increasingly de-
ployed, tl armsand
gling has changed. Border patrolling and

been fightingfor
There has been no solution,” said Rattan
Singh Randhawa of the committee.

Later, three more districts were carved
out of the original three — Tarn Taran, Fa-
zilkaand Pathankot. This means the fence
affects border communities in six Punjab
districts now.

The Kapoor Committee

TheKapoor Committee, led by the then
Punjab ChiefSecretary SL Kapoor, wasset
up m 1986 to address the hardslups faced

survei too has evolved. Farmers,
therefore, argue that pushing the fence
closer to the border makes more sense in
such ascenario.

“Tt 500-700

in 2023 when the BSF and the Ministry of
Home Affairs were “actively considering”
sucha proposal. Such a move is easier said
thandone.

A BSF officer, requesting anonymity,
said that that fence, now almost 40 years
old, wasinbadshape. “Ifitisto be removed
and pushed back, then it would not work.
The go will also have to procure

acres are right beh.md the fence. The
tiring
checks. It is an everyday story. When ma-
chinery hastobetaken to these fields, there
are alot of security checks. It takes time.
The cropisthen taken out of the fields. That
becomes a long process,” said Charanjit
Singh, a farmer of Khasa village.
“Froma and survei

by border iesowing
to the fence. It recommended compensa-
tion for farmers whose land fell beyond the
fence.In1988, the firstinconvenience com-

in 1988, during the peak of mili yin

of Rs 2,500 per acr

Punjab, Its key objectives were in-
filtration, mili and i

basedonit “Wegotthe

ion only sparingly. It has not

“That time, the farmers did not protest.

come every year,”said Randhawa.

epaperindianexpress:com EE B

of view, the fence is a necessity. It should,
however, be pushed back. The Centre has
abigbudget for defence,” he said.

Why fence has not been moved
Thei: fmoving the fe hascome
uprepeatedly over the years, most recently

New Delhi

barbed wire afresh,” said this officer.

The officeradded: “We do not put mines
intheareanow. Earlier, the farmers used to
suffer injuries due to mines in the fields.
Now, therearenomines. No accidents take
place now.”

Accordingto
theissue with Mann when he was campaig-
ning for the Tarn Taran Assembly by-elec-
tion in November. He said: “We have little
hope. Each time there are elections, this
issue is back in the spotlight. Nothing
happens once the election is over. In 2023,
o0, it was announced that the fence was
being pushed back. What happened then?
Nothing.”
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p A thought for today

When any govt. undermlmx to say to its subjects,

the result is tyranny and oppression
ROBERT A HEINLEIN

Understanding MoUs

They are like Valentine’s cards. You can sign as many
as you want without landing a date, or a dollar

AQL There's snow too, something Himachal and Uttarakhand

have missed this winter. At Davos, the snow is deep enough
for activists to carve “STOP WARS NOW", for Trump’s consumption.
And there’s the “Summit”, not Jakobshorn but WEFE, where MoUs
are always ripe for picking. Last year, Maharashtra’s haul alone
amounted to Z16L cr or $185bn - about $10bn more than it would be in
today'srupees. This year's harvest islikely bigger, with Maharashtra
announcing ¥14.5L cr of MoUs on the very first day of the five-day
jamboree. Other states are there too.

Not unreasonably, opposition parties have questioned the wisdom
of signing MoUs with Indian firms in a foreign locale - maybe it's the
clean air in Davos that does the trick. The bigger point is that signing
an MoU isn't like signing other stuff. If we, humble people, sign
cheques, marriage registers, loan applications, employment letters,
10Us, we have to keep in mind these are
enforceable. The lovely thing about MoUs
is that they are like Valentine’s cards. You
can sign as many as you want without
landing a date. Landing actual investment
can be as elusive as finding love.

What percentage of MoUs translate into
investment depends on who's counting,
Maharashtra, for example, claims 75% of
Davos MoUs have been “acted upon”, a
conveniently ambiguous term that can mean anything from actual
investment to printing copies of the memoranda for distribution.
It's almost impossible to keep track of the numerous MoUs Centre
and states sign ina year, but just three states— UP, Andhraand Bengal
—announced MoUs worth over $500bn at their investor summits in 2023.
Actual investment in the country, measured as gross fixed capital

There are many reasons to be in Davos right now, not least its

Making Davos Great Again

The summit of the elites feels different this time, thanks to Trump and the disruptions he is wreaking on
the world. When the going gets crazy, in-person meetings reacquire significance for decision-makers

TK Arun

Davos is back in the spotlight, not as
just any old, tired networking event,
but as a stocktaking opportunity for
leaders of govts and businesses to
survey the world being made and
unmade by the47th Presidentof US,and
assess the damage and figure out the way forward.

His Wednesday speech there told off Europe for
heading in the wrong direction, doubled down on
wanting to acquire Greenland, took jabs at Canada
andat windmills, and blasted Natoallies.

This was quite different from the sepia pics of Davos:
where the snow dazzles, the wine
sparkles, to keep twinkling company
with a discreet diamond dangling
fromadelicate earlobe. peopleshine
with their natural brilliance, the
consummate ease with which they
decipher complex global problems
gives their speech additional lustre,
and, ever so often, sparks fly when
conflicting convictions collide in
the rarefied Alpine Lots of us
carried such glowing impressions
of Davos in the initial years of
liberalisation and globalisation
of theIndianeconomy.

Then, the annual summits of
World Economic Forum became
passé, with a proliferation of
interactions of govt and business
leaders as official and industry
delegations crisscrossed the world,
and multilateral gathering of G20,
Bries, and other such multiplied.
Even subnational govts assembled diverse business
leaders, whose collective worth on the hoof ran to
several hundred billion dollars.

Things have changed. The world has been turned
upside down. Globalisation had created a populist backlash
among its discontents in US, who had been left in the

formation, was $624bn. This incl d govt's own -able share,
plus private investment across all states. So, do the math. This year,
per the first advance estimates of GDP, total investment in the
country islikely tobe around68L cr, muchless than theamount you
will get when you add up the full year's MoUs. So. ignore the Davos
numbers and read the fun stuff coming out of the jamboree.

One Right, Many Wrongs

SC upholds press freedom. But govts find it too
easy to ignore constitutional provisions

R:vok ing Punjab govt’s shutdown of a daily’s printing press in

Ludhiana, for alleged discovery of liquor bottles on premises,
upreme Courtsaid, “Don’thamper publishing of thenewspaper
(Punjab Kesari)...shall continue to function uninterruptedly.” Leave
aside merits of the case-Punjab & Haryana HC will decide on it; the
newspaper has argued its reports critical of govt invited the state
action. What is to be noted is the message SC underscored. Regardless
of issue at hand, govt crackdowns on press freedoms - by stopping
press, obstructingnewspaper distribution, cancelling ads, harassing
journalists etc — impede public’s right to know. The point is, trying
to micromanage news gathering, restricting access and increasing
restrictions, all attempts to control media
make govtslook guilty. In 2013, Press Council
of India called crude attempts of fettering
media by stoppingads-overreports critical
of govt-“pettinessof mind”. The Ludhiana
case is clearly on thoselines.

Criticising govts is constitutionally
protected. All govts know this. Yet, Punjab’s
latest move isonly one more example of the
Orwellian reality creeping up on press freedoms
in many parts of the country. Reporters are routinely intimidated,
denied access, cut off, threatened and harassed. Inan ongoing sidebar,
at least four Kashmir-based journalists, including veteran reporters
from national media, have been summoned by J&K police in what
political parties have roundly criticised as attempts to curb press
freedom. Cops want the journalists to sign a bond, preempting ‘breach
of peace’, a gross misapplication of a legal provision. And barely
monthsago, Punjab police carried out sudden checks of newspaper
deliveries and held up vehicles, delaying distribution. That morning’s
biglocal story was Kejriwal’s new house in the state.

Pressfr are always hard-fought in ds g democracies.
And with Trump, clearly in any democracy. Govts' attempts at
curbing or slowing free flow of news and information contravene
constitutional rights. Legislature, executive and judiciary all have
codified powers. Thefourth estate, the press, derives its power entirely
from Articles guaranteeing freedom of speech. Press freedom is a
constitutional necessity - full, accurate, fair; unhindered and “unin-
terrupted” reporting is an essential check on power. SC upheld this.

Builders, Bill-ders

‘Development’ and ‘redevelopment’: two much
Bachi Karkaria

The old familiar city is disappearing hefure our eyes. Blame

g words, so-called!

Inthefirst, sarkari ere\ lung Mortimer Wheelers

Still Digging. In the second, builders have appropriated the

motto of mountaineers, ‘Higher Still and Higher'. Both sell a
swanky future, but at present have hidden it behind a pall of

dust May be lhey wantan epitaph akin to that for the Battle of Kohima’sfallen:

..For your tomorrow, we gave our (contracts) today."

Familiar streets are buried under viaducts, connectors, flyovers. During
prolonged construction, their two ends stretch in mid-air like the yearning
arms of lovers who will never meet again. In fact, Mumbai's Barfi’ flyover
didnot keep its tryst with its intended connection.

Half such infra wouldn’t be needed if traffic and encroachments were

better controlled. But that means hard work, no? And no kickbacks.

m |, Highways ease congestion, but lead to more cars - and then more
) links to ease that congestion. Road pe road. and tarikh pe tarikh for

“./ completion. It's samsara abridged: vehicular birth, urban death,
dubious rebirth. No escape: snoots flee seclusive getaways

coz hordes soon get there thanks to, yes, quicker access.

ingjobs got outsourced to Chinaand

partner to all other trading partners, unless as part
of any special trading arrangement. MEN is the
cornerstone of the multilateral trading system. Its
broken pieces are being ground into finer particles
and dust under Trump's angry heel every passing
day; as he threatens new slabs of tariffs on ever newer
grounds-Russianoil, Greenland.

On the two previous occasions when a major credit
rating agency downgraded US govt bonds, the vaunted
gold standard of safe assets, panicked capital had

enforced, ulumately hy themilitary might of US, itself
under ther  formedb;
arsenals of rival puwers and lhe mumal]y assured
destruction these arsenals together promise.

'US, under Trump, no longer wishes to be rule enforcer.
It wants to exercise power wnhaut being restramed by
rules,and i ltowield i stcountries
thatdonoth: 3 tohave
its way. This was the way of pre-world-war imperialism
that annexed parts of the world as colonies, drained
theirwealth, extr actedresources from them, used them

rushed to US treasuries, strengthening the dollar
Under Trump, whena third rati dox

asmark theirlabour.

US govt bonds, capital fled US, weakening the dollar.
The dollar is in long-term retreat, the share of global

currency reserves held in dollars on the decline, even
as the dollar still commands the largest share. This
is the reason gold and silver have lost their tether to
gravity. If even the dollar is losing value, where to hold
wealth, but in bullion?

Trump ther lobal that

white-collar jobs to enclaves in India and
Asia. Trump has converted thelosers’ angstand urge to
isolate Americafrom therushof disr ion

The material reality of the world is very different
from the days of colonies and metropolitan masters.
The world is interdependent,
intertwined by complex supply
chains that snake across many
borders, often repeatedly, generating
jobs and incomes along the way and
creating profits for all participants
but mostly to the few giant companies
that initiate the supply chains,

More people have been born
and more of them extricated from
the wretchedness of poverty and
heralded into the halls of human
creativity under globalised growth
than in any period of prior history.
Trump’s tariffs throw sand in the
supply chains, disrupt production
and consumption.

The informationeconomy abhors
borders, evenas it submits todifferent
B national laws in different parts of
A the world. It transports intelligence,
2 culture, prejudice, insight, innovation,

technology, commerce, and finance
across the world, very, very fast. Its drivers are, for
the most part, US tech giants, who stand exposed as
potential targets of retaliation against Trump’s wanton
attackson the world as it was.

Davos lets people who assess the impact of these
changes meet others like them, and exchange views
in person. In-person meetings are vital for Trump,
as well, who looks for the right degree of obsequity

hasbeeni from
60 global or; ions, half of them linked to UN. His
latest Boardof P i il inhis
decisi king body in place of UN. For all its flaws,

into govt policy. with the promise that wrecking
globalisation would make America great again.
Histariffs, different for different countries, put paid
to ‘most favoured nation’, the notion that any country
would have to offer the best rate it offers to one trading

the UN framework gave a semblance of nations being
restrained by and accountable to the comity of nations,
abiding by commonly worked out rules than by the
restraint of force wielded by a superior power.

The rules framed in the UN framework have been

Davos will serveasa forum for leaders to discuss how
from Tru
Europe and Russia will have a busy backchannel (can
Russia join Europe indefending Greenland against the
Americans?!). Indiaand EU will give finishing touches
totheir trade deal. Davos isback!

Why Rupee@91Is A Kitchen Table Issue

Here are 5 ways a 5% currency depreciation has quietly squeezed Indian households

Rumki Majumdar and Swapnil Kothari

India’s rupee lost

over 5% against the

US dollar in 2025. By

mid-Dec, it had slipped

past 91 to the dollar,

marking one of its

sharpest moves in years Volatility was equally striking.

By year-end, the currency was swinging by more

than 1% every fortnight. These moves stood in sharp

contrast to India’s strong headline growth numbers,

pointing to a widening gap between macro-optimism

and lived economicreality.

Th_lS was not a brief bout of turbulence. Vclau.hty

d for months,

But beyond trading floors and policy corridors, 1(

was quietly becoming a household issue - showing
up in everyday financial decisions.

Discussions on rupee weakness typically focus on

familiar macro metrics such as the current account,

onceagain been edging beyond the 91 mark!

‘Why isthataconcern for
currency depreciation affects households ll:u uuﬂh
multiple channels.

Primary | A weaker rupee
raises the cost of imported goods, particularly
durablessuchastelevisions, air conditioners,
refrigerators, and washing machines,
where  imported  components
account for 2060% of material
costs. Industry estimates suggest
that the recent depreciation
of over 15% could raise costs
of such goods by upto8%
These pressures are
already visible in coreretail
inflation, which has stayed
above 4% for 11 consecutive
months and hit 4.6% in Dec
(highest smce Au¢, 2023).
While GST ionmay

inflation, foreign es, and fiscal di

These links to investor sentiment and capital flows are

well understood.
Farless ion s paid to effects

~how currency movements filter into prices, jobs, and

spending choices. In a populous, unportdependent

economy like India, where a large share of incomes

h 1

temporarily soften headline
inflation, rising core prices
are likely to feed into overall
inflation with a lag and remain
sticky on the way down.

h i d

remains informal, currency
budgets, wealth, confidence, and behaviour - often
withalag, butwith lasting consequences.

And there islittle comfort that this volatility will fade
quickly in 2026 it closed at 291.7 on Wednesday.

A key driver of the rupee’s swings through 2025
was a sharp reversal in capital flows. Foreign portfolio
investors pulled out a record $18.9bn during the year —
the highest in 15 years. Net foreign direct investment
fell to just $6hn, the second-lowest in five years, as
repatriation and outward investments sn.rged The

ried into2026, with FP]
worthz10,586cr by Jan12. Unsurprisingly, therupee has

employment | Firms rarely lay off workers solely
because of currency depreciation, but it adds another
layer of pressure on already thinning margins in
import-dependent sectors. Chemicals, fertilisers, and
medical devices sectors have been leehng under cost
pressur ientation
and logisties disruptions.

While larger firms may absorb part of the shock,
the adjustment typically shows up as postponed
expansion, reduced innovation spending, and slower
hiring. For MSMEs and mid-sized firms, costlier

Image: Al

resulting in job losses or informalisation.

Third channel runs throngh credit | Cur Tency volatmty
hasraisedrisk tightened
Bond yields have been high despite successive policy
rate cuts, whilenon-food credit growth barely improved
t011.4% as banks and NBFCs remain cautious
in 2025. Personal loan demand has stayed
mostly muted, and several households
areseen deferringoverseaseducation
and travel as these turn costlier.

Wealtherosion| This isacommon
outcome of a weaker rupee.
Last year’s depreciation
reduced foreign investors’
returns, triggering FPI
outflows and slowing equity
returns to 4.5% in CY2025
from 22% in CY2024, despite
record DII purchases of
$90.1bn  (¥813L  cr). More
volatile and subdued markets
can dampen households’ appetite
for financial risk, especially amid
already stretched valuations.

Final impact is on purchase quality and
consumer trust | This is often invisible but
s)gmﬂcant To ott"set higher costs, some firms resort
uch izes, diluted
quality, ur reduced service levels. In some cases,
currency weakness is used as a blanket justification
for price hikes. Information asymmetries amplify
theseeffects.

Repeated episodes of depreciation therefore warrant
close policy attention. Policymakers must intervene
before it becomes a kitchen-table issue changing
consumer confidence and financial behaviour, in both
theshortand longterm.

Kothari i

imports tighten cash flows often

Calvin & Hobbes
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THEY SAY WINNING
ISNT_EVERATHING,

W AND IVE DEC\WED
e | TO TAKE THEIR.
WORD FOR T,
\

Sacredspace
Thereisapleasurein
the pathless woods,
Thereisarapture
on the lonely shore.
Thereis society,
where none intrudes,
By the deep sea, and
musicinitsroar:
IHovenot man the
less, but Nature
more.

George G Byron

‘Mind Your Own Business’ Carries Profound Wisdom

Jayant B Dave

ne jocular message on a mobile
phoneread: What is your business?

Sagessay that youare u.mque in
theLord'seyes.
specific tasks for every individual thatno
one can substitute, ’l‘hls opens up speﬂ.ﬁc

some of

Ethics isan inherent charactensnc

business'also meansdischargingone's
duties in the lawful andrl,h(eous way

Sanskrit means Atman, one’s innermost
pristinely pure effulgent Self, so ‘mind
yourown Self.” We should fill our lives with
deep concern for the Atman - reflecting

d your own

The witty answer was: ‘Mind your

evenif

upon it, meditating on it, and living to

own business’. It implies both arefusal to

evulvc One should recogmse and ])erform

L
erratica T enzy callsfor‘infrastructural
————— reforms; like the economy; there's desperate need to remove
obstacles, improve efficiency and bring in better governance of involved parties. The
*h’after the ‘s’ in *Viksit Bharat' was wisely dropped; 'twas easy butt of jokes.

‘Redevelopment’ is even bigger craze to raze and raise. Long before BJP's
BMC election sweep, Mumbai already had a ‘triple engine sarkar’, the third
being the builder. Redevelopment-mania is now a certifiable affliction, with
‘concrete claustrophobia’ its manifest symptom/side effect. After elegant
(and robust) colonial bungalows were torn down by developer greed masked
as ‘structural weakness’, low-rise rose to greater heights and rents. Now
multi-storied icons want to reach the stars — with astronomical prices. So,
with chockablock towers blocking it out for the rest of us, will ‘unrestricted
sky-view’ be the new social marker, and selling point?

Py

Alec Smartsaid: “Is ‘Sur Miley 'now a forced harmony?”

theu obligations. A pmfe&smnal oathat

disregarding

attain its full experience - because this

answer and right answer, too. ‘Mind your ite tasks without an levelandacodeuf ethics Atman isour very own Self, explains
ownbusiness’ isa versatile virtue from fee]ing of agency/doership but with at collective level Swami Chi Ttenable live
personal, social, ethical and spiritual enthusiasmand belief that this s880avq tohumanity even at the cost, of asasakshi(witness), observing the world
ints. Instead of tryingtofixthe particular task solely depends FRag pecuniary gains. withdetachment, without becoming
‘world, one should focus on one’sown upon him, Spiritual masters advocate entangled in its petty, fleeting issues.
well-defined and charted-out work. “Mind your own business’ beys selflessserviceasfundamental Buddha put the same message ina
If everyone minds one’sown business, has specific significance tospirituality which brings little different way. Do notneglect your
the world would be quite all right. froman ethical standpoint. about innerpurity Theyagain  higher Self. Always bediligent in your
The phrase assumes greater significance  Itis wiser and practical to putariderandconvey thatone  own welfare. Ramana Maharshisays
when viewed from thestandpoint of Gita, look atone’ vices, THE SPEAKING TREE shouldnotengage inserviceto  that your own Self-realisation is the
which hegards itas Swadharm Ttexplicitly part ncularlv during theextent that one’s spiritual greatest service you can render to the
says in two yeven ion. They: sadhana/ i world. Hesays cryptically - “Your duty
if devoid of merit is preferable to duty of ofts that self- i “mind your lS tobeandnot to be this or that.” Swami
another person well performed. Performing  self-correction become alifelong process. own business primacy of ys, “Know the way of

another'sduty is fraught with fear and
failure. We most commonly recognise
this in soldiers whomay lay down

Itistherefore naive and worthless to have
a tendemy for fault-finding in others. At
beconcerned

theirlivesat thealtar of motherland.

about others’ wellrbe'ma’,

innerspiritual practices over external
actsof service.

The phrase ‘mind your own business’
has great spiritual import. “Your own’ in

escape. Enter the glorious silence.
Enjoy thelife transcendent. Live within.
Know the Self. Become That. Become
freeand move about happily.”
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The Davos Speech the
World Should Heed

Carney tells ‘middle powers' to get real

Unlike the most anticipated address at Davos made from a
bully pulpit on Wednesday, Canadian PM Mark Carney’s
speech a day before may have sounded like an innocuous
sermon from a snow-clad mount. But his was a stand-out,
blunt reminder that the world order is parading ‘naked’.
Middle powers, he told the Davos nobility, continue to duti-
fully hang the ‘rules-based international order’ sign from
shopfronts in an era of Toll Troll Trump — knowing fully
wellit'snowfiction. Like Hans Christian Andersen’sempe-
ror; Trump's US struts about in ‘invisible robes’, while alli-
esareforced toapplaud the tailoring. Theritual gains trac-
tionasnoonedarestocall theglobal system what itis:acon-
venientlie, with Trump gettingaway on almost all fronts.

Bigpowers(read: Chinaand the US)now weaponise in-
tegration— tariffs as cudgels, supply chainsas choke po-
ints, finance as coercion. The old Teddy Roosevelt line,
‘Speak softly and carry abigstick has
been replaced with ‘Shout your head
off and carry abigstick’. Multilateral
institutions, once the wardrobe of le-
gitimacy, are threadbare. To keep pre-
tending is not prudence but self-delu-
sion. In Andersen’s story, the empe-
ror’s courtiers feared ridicule more
than reality. So do many governments today, clinging to
the faded fabric of ‘rules’ while the strong exempt them-
selves at will. The danger is middle powers negotiating
bilaterally with hegemons, mistaking ‘strategic’ subor-
dination for sovereignty:

Carney'’s solution is ‘values-based realism’ — prinei-
pled enough to defend sovereignty and rights, pragmatic
enough tobuild coalitions issue by issue. It'sa wager that
diversification and collective resilience can stitch toget-
her something sturdier. Naming reality — ‘The emperor
has no clothes!” — isn't naivete but strategy. Saying so-
mething and thinking something else, as is being done
with Trump, risksnormalisingacquiescence totherent-
a-threat, real estate developer-president. A world of fort-
resses beckons. But so does a world of tactical coopera-
tion —if enough voices call out the BS.

Ramble to Break the
‘[ce’ on the Ski Slopes

The real estate developer-president appeared at Davos with a
rambling account fit for reality TV of his intention to make
America great again. The point about his trip to the Swiss ski
resort was about a ‘piece of ice’ that sits bang in the middle of
USstrategic interests. And Trump came bearinggifts. He said
there wouldn't be any violence over Greenland, and the island
would come in handy in building a missile shield for the wes-
tern hemisphere. The promise of rapid US defence buildup is
the bargaining chip after threatened tariffs on European alli-

rHAPATl 4 The glitz and gab of Davos cannot disguise America's voluntary winding down

THE LONELY RANGER

ne year into Trump 2.0 —
{Y p and oneday after his speech
| at Davos iterating, with so-

‘\ ﬁr me caveats and eschewals
of violence, his Greenland
demand — how close isanybody tocla-
rity? The answer is obvious enough.
The president appears to follow the
dictum that nothing is settled till eve-
rything is unsettled and, hence, has

strengths have meant he has got away
with most of it. This is pamcularly

are valid. Forall its problems, occasiw

THE SPEAKING TREE

tory,
the European project is not without its
adherents. The old continent still has
thefinancial capitaland innovation ca-
pacity to revitalise itself. That is what
countries like India are betting as they
prioritise trade, supply chain and de-
fence partnerships with Europe.

The priee, of course, will be paid by
‘American exporters, farmers and de-

a perfectly good Indian trade and stra-
tegic offer has been snubbed. To the
Truman Show of Trumpian Washing-
ton, however, it doesn’t seem tomatter:
As Europe rebuilds and looks at it-
self, and as America unbuilds and, in
quite another way, also looks at itself,
there is a cost for both. The world
ismovingon. Itisnotnecessari-
ly movingon ina determi-

\ / ned and strategic course.
Rather; it is responding to
| exigencies and opportu-

Change
Course

SUDHA DEVINAYAK

Involution comes froma Latin
word that, ina physical sense,
meanstorollor turn inward —
‘whenan organretreatsto itsfor-
mershape, It was popularised by
Americananthropologist Cliffo-
rd Geertztodescribe economic
or cultural stagnation despite in-
creasingeffort.

The Chinese term for involution,
‘neijuan’, was initially used by
'young people who saw itas soul-
crushingennui from deadening
officeworkwith diminishingre-
turns, forever pursuinga Sisyph-

in case of the power dif- nmesmanage of lamm eﬂnrock This led to questioning
ferential between the US andusnelgh The the ind a futile, self-
bours in the Americas and its embitte- " Western lamﬂy quarrel is defeating grind — from academic
red trans-Atlantic partners. Even on = incidental tothis. When Euro- years to the job-hunting stage —
Greenland, offered a de facto solution, Shock and thaw pe recovers (as one day it will), often without work-life balance.
Europeans would agree in a jiffy. The and when Ameri It pr:
question is of reconciling de jure con- ~ tionwillachievelittleandchangelittle  yyhere the US has declared one day it must), they will do so eryone isexpected to keepahead
cessiontotheUS. Afterall,inamanner in theglobal calculus. Of course, maps itself absent and nobody in a geopolitics that will be less of everyoneelse. Anthropologist
typicalof the earthy wisdom of Indi: will be altered. European morale will | in: there' inear and defined by Browni- XiangBiaosees itasa ‘dead loop in
perty dealers, Trump has determi-  be affected. Perhaps both will be sha- elsecanstepin, there'sa anmotion. which people constantly face th-
ned freehold is better than leasehold. ~ ken and stirred. Yet, how fundamen- free-for-all. Itismultipolarity What is the upshot?Is thisa emselves, andarace that partici-
For the Euro-Atlanticist political tally will the world change? not by intelligent design but world with one leader; two lea- pantsarenot allowed tofail orexit’.
andstrategicelite, Greenlandhasbeco- It could be argued that the tectonic by hustling default ders ornoleaders? Is America Parentsensure that their child-
me a fixation. This is understandable. ~changes underway in the vast geog- ‘back’,asTr inhis rendonotfall back on the: social
The likelihood, however slim, of an in- raphy between the Indian subconti- Qatar, Tiirkiye and Pakistan; and the Davos speech" And is the unipolar mo- ladder,) turi
vasion in western Europe for the first  nent and the Horn of Africa, centred  UAE, Israel, Ethiopiaand India. Regio- mentof theearly from th andtheyo-
time since the mid-20" c., and coming ~ on a shape-shifting West Asia, are po- nal powers are flexing muscle. Near-  this, instead, aG2planet? Perhaps msa ungand ambitious bagging that
from further west —not east  — tentially much more conse- abroads are being reconstructed and  solesuperpower world where Trump coveted jobafter back-breaking
isnot easy to consider: + quential. N tions are ions, if not quite mini-empi-  and the US are present, or negotiating hours of study and immediately
However, whileall the beingdrawn. Mapsand - res, are being devised. The US role is  acvoss the table —largely on tariffsand eyeingthe C-suite, spendingescru-
strategic oxygen has countries are being not entirely non-existent, but its earli- marketaccess. Yet, wherethe US hasde- ciatinghours in the office. This
been sucked up by carved and recar- er willingness and ability tobe anex-  clared itself absent andnobody elsehas selfexploitation often results in
Greenland, the fact “ ved. A vacuum is ternal balancerisdecidedlyslipping.  stepped in, or can step in, with a mat- burnout and reflection on the very
is, in the larger sche- emerging amid  On its part, Europe has no time to  ching undergirding, there is a free-for- meaningof pursuitof success.
me of things, it means Iran’s receding influ- - concentrate. Inanotherera,the French  all. It is multipalarity not by intelligent Peopleare not defined by their
little. The US already %73 « ence and as the regi- president would have been flying up  design but by capacify work
has a troop presence on ~ me in Teheran con- and down the region. Arguably allof ~ These grey zones can be geographi- and individual will donot guaran-
the territory. Defence of s centrates i thisisof greater Ne.c.his-  cal Many; if not me agreat destmy Itisuptousto
Greenland, from a Rus- While all the inafightforsurvival lory than the futureof Greenland. Ital- - most, of them Ame- guided by
sian and Chinese threat ~ strategic oxygen has is otheroppor- rica’s voluntary attenuation. Never simplicity, compassion, content-
that is very much pre-  heensucked up by for recr ves in other; mind the glitz, gab and make-believe mentandspiritual enrichment.

sent but very possibly
exaggerated, is taken for
granted anyway. In real
terms, Trump's annexa-

Greenland, the factis,
inthe larger scheme of
things, it means little

contradictions so [ar
kept in check. Two

new quads are emer-
ging: Saudi Arabia,

Thls1snnnounderplaysenouslssu»
es of sovereignty and internati
law that have triggered the Denmark-
US argument., Europeans’ concerns

of Davos.

Thewriter is partner, The Asia Group,
and chairof its India practice

Move Over IT, India Has to Get Al

i Mehta

es. The man told his European audi with: in-

cludingabout ‘SomaliIQ levels' that, atleast, should have ma-
de the audience cringe — that the US will give them better se-
curity, at a higher cost. With Greenland
thrown in. He just might getawaywnh it.

India’sIT services reventes now ex-
ceed $300 bn, while its SaaS industry

AT'snext phase won't be won by scale
alone. Gartner's prediction that dom-
ain-specific language models will rise
next plays to India’s strengths. These
‘models demand deep contextual know-
ledgerather than bruteforce compu-
ting power, an area where Indian IT
firms, partic rly in sectors suchas
financial services, retail andlogistics,
haveanedge.

Alisalsoredrawing themarket map.
Reglons such as Africaand| parts of

ia,

Artificial, naturally!
of IT servi illrelevant. Aslar-

hasbuilta $15bn topline. Teck: ti
nuesto emp]ny 1 jon-

unvi-
limi "Iabcurcmarhma

geand iated pr

gecustomers initiate more Al projects,

tointegrate th-

Tru jation:
with the EU.The USisoffering the blocgre-
ater security and more oil. That's a tough
combo to turn down for EUmember states.
~ k The prospect of US oil companies pum-
ping out Venezuelan reserves and the US
arms industry cranking up production can dull the ‘rule of law
argument in Euro itals. Will this tighter embr:
sticking Europe’sneck outfor Greenland worth it? Especially af-
teragreeingto step up investments in the USfor a trade truce?

Markets were expecting Trump would dial down things with
allies. That seems to be the way ‘Greenland’ is headed. Reduc-
tion in tariff threats and likely EU retaliatory moves will help
investorsregain theirnerve. This serves Trump in amidterm
election year when bond vigilantes could stall his economic
agenda. He has negotiated good terms for the US in trade and
investment. Some additional real estate should not, he reck-
ons,beabigask.

£ JUST IN JEST

J For those who would have rather
followed a tasteful, arty event...

Meanwhlle at the
Mar-a-Lago Club

Meanwhile, at the Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm Beach, Florida,
notedar d gallerist Dominic Tagli;
alecture about 8 hrs after the club’s most famous member
did hisrant 7,000-8,000 km away in Davos, Switzerland. Tag-
lialatella, owner of Palm Beach’s finest art collection that
includes Picassos, Warhols and Banksys, spoke for a little
overan hour from 5pm (3.30 a.m. IST) on ‘Van Gogh & Gau-
guin: Two Months of Turmoil in Arles’. With the lecture
t perentry),
gedamptaudlenceonwhatwas billed as‘acaptivatinglook
intoone of art history’s most dramatic chapters— the bri-
ef but intense period when Vincent van Gogh and Paul
Gauguinlived and created together in the South of France'.
The Whiteand Gold Ballroom event witha ‘jacket’ dressco-
dewasamuch morearty affair than the hoi polloi talk splas-
hed all over by the international media from Switzerland,
But no doubt, the two great Post-Impressionists’ 63 days in
wereafarmore thrilling inworld
history for those with wealth and taste. Gauguin’s painting,
*Vincent van Gogh Painting Sunflowers’, is what would now
‘e called ‘meta’. While Van Gogh's ‘The Yellow House' is,
‘well, Vincent at hisheight. It'sa pity that nomedia outlet co-
vered Taglialatella’s talk, which must have been riveting,
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THE PLATE
Kjolle

Lima, Peru
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But RBI'shard stance stands tolimit
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Leave Those PEs Alone

inmost cases, corporate governance

eanroots, and lobster with co-
conut, showcase herrespect
for Peru'spantry

‘The space is visually stun-
ning, with curated ceramics
and décorenhancing the dining
experlence Service iswarm,
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investors having control of multiple
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Onlyaﬁﬂ.h of India’s total credit mar-
ket is controlled by these shadow lend-
ers. PE-owned ones will be justa part
of that. Unlike banks, most NBFCs,

led for cor inter- f barringa handful, can’t even accept
lending. This is welcome. 26% stakeina it its. But their:
PEisdifferent from corporates. Afin-  (NBFC,HFC, mis and yper it
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Capital’s proposal to buy a c
stake in gold loan provider Manappu-
ram Finance. Il hasrepnrtedlyralsed
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areniche. A goldloan provxdex isvery
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different from
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i inother
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se whu remain unbanked, reduce exit
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tail. whereafund, mn
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mlmﬂuws. They anrm.
deployed $26.3bn in the spaceinthe list pools of private
last decade, 66% of whichhaveflown  capital dedicated to
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‘The 20% ownership condition that nology real es-
hasbeenarbitrarily superimposedin  tate, climate,
recentcases isnot dependent on the even financi-
target'ssizeor scale, butseemsapoli-  alservices—

cy-level condition. Lack of transpar-
ent guidelines will most certainly

arecom-
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Suddenly i
esn'tcome outof any mgslauon RBI
lawsdon’t prescribe any 20% thresh-
old for investments in NBFCs. The
~ only: possible rerenﬂ_nce is

themostwho
shop for best rates.

F‘ma]lv when there’s a debt overhang

ong Indian households, it's sensi-

hle tole( foreign PE investors come in
with theirequity into asector where
the raw material is capital. When and
if lossesarise, they can be borne by
them, instead of beinginflicted on
domesticentitieslike banks or MFs
thatlend to NBFCs in the first place.

Former RBI governor Y VReddy em-

Kjolle
isn'tabout flash— i'smoreab-
out mastery, comfort and con-
sistency. For those exploring

Lima’s culinary heart, it deli-
versanexceptional, authentic
taste of Peruvian ingenuity,

NoTax Treat, But
Surprise Flip Kart
Apropos "5 Hot Pavs for Bhaji

2026'by TK Arun (Jan21), the

Supreme Court's Tiger Global's
Flipkart deal ruling will seta cru-
cial precedent for tax treaties. It
could prompt foreign investors
tore-examine how dealsand the-
ir holdings are managed. The

apex court hasrightly assessed
that general anti-avoidance rul-
es(Gaar)arepart of adomestic
legal framework, and cannot ov-

phasiseda hierarchy of foreign erridea tax treaty Now litigati-
where 20% owner- inflows costand onovertax in-
= shxp makesacompa-  maturity FDIw: preferred Jmpact thetax: msur-
ny anassociate. choice. Now, RBIumy i guidan-
largest inv i ina ce goingfurwmd regardingsub-

A of IL&FSandDewan  capital-starved sector. When PE isdou- stance over form will bemuch
}‘ l Housing, RBI has bling dnwuon control-oriented: mm needed to provide clarity to glo-
sactions, bal investors. Their confidence

keep Lhen chequebooks locked in Lhe iskey for India toremainanat-

regulatory. and sur-

NBFCs. Even if some
blowups have taken place,

arijit.barman@timesofindia.com

tractive business destination.
Bal Govind
Noida




Human factor

Addressing challenges of inclusive growth
requires a multidimensional strategy

n his year-end post, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Ihas said that India has boarded the ‘Reforms Express’

and described the country’s demographic dividend as
its primary engine. The government has signalled its
intent on this front through initiatives such as the new
labour codes, the restructuring of the GST and Income
Tax slabs, and attracting foreign direct investment.
Reforms in factor markets - land, labour, infrastructure
and capital -- are unarguably key to raising India’s
growth potential. However, as the PM underlined, the pri-
mary engine of this Reforms Express is India’s demogra-
phy, its young generation and their indomitable spirit.
Growth-enhancing policies cannot be complete without a
strong and sustained focus on human development. This
must be central to the reform agenda, given India’s
demographic profile, low per capita income, rising
inequality and persistent regional disparities.

The reality is that median incomes are far lower than
per capita national income figures suggest, the latter
being skewed upward by the prosperity of large business
owners and high-earning professionals. This is an
unmistakable proof that benefits of India as the world's
fastest growing economy have not reached the people.
The mismatch between the indicators of the country’s
economic development and human development is glar-
ing and alarming. India ranked a lowly 130th on the
United Nations Human Development Index in 2025, with
an HDI score well below the threshold for “high human
development”. Resource constraints alone do not explain
this failure; the sluggish pace of allocations reflects
underlying spending priorities. For over two decades,
every Union Budget has sparked debate on India’s chron-
ically low public spending on education and healthcare -
- two pillars of human development.

Targeted spending in these sectors delivers visible
improvements in outcomes. Yet a sustained and mean-
ingful increase in budgetary allocations for HDI-enhanc-
ing sectors has remained elusive. Public health expendi-
ture illustrates the problem starkly. At around 3.3% of
GDP (2022), India’s health spending is far below that of
other emerging economies such as China (5.4%) and
South Africa (8.8%) and even the least-developed Sub-
Saharan African countries. The education sector tells a
similar story. The spending target set under the National
Education Policy, 2020 remains a distant dream. The
learning outcomes remain deeply troubling. Teacher
shortages, uneven quality and high dropout rates con-
tinue to undermine progress. Human development in
India faces structural challenges and calls for a multidi-
mensional strategy that focusses on reducing inequal-
ities, boosting public investment and enhancing the qual-
ity of essential services.

Bridging the Gulf

UAE President'’s brief India visit reflects
shared concerns in the Gulf region

gainst the backdrop of escalating geopolitical ten-
Asions in the Gulf region - including conflicts in

Gaza, Yemen, and unrest in Iran -- the three-hour
India visit of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) President
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan (MBZ) acquired a
special significance. Among a slew of pacts inked to
deepen the strategic partnership was a joint commitment
to combat terror financing, tackle cross-border terrorism
and protect global financial systems. The issue had
assumed an urgency for India in the backdrop of the US
President’s policy shift hyphenating India with Pakistan
in his new world order. The outreach to Gulf countries to
deepen the economic and cultural engagement is part of
India’'s wider diplomatic shift from transactional to
strategic and from symbolism to substance. This elevated
strategic partnership is also indicative of India’s grow-
ing influence in the Gulf, which is crucial for regional
stability.

The brief surprise visit reflected the extraordinary
bonhomie between the leaders of the two countries.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi broke protocol to greet
him at the airport, and the two leaders exchanged a warm
hug, a gesture that reinforced the close personal rapport
that has come to define India-UAE ties in recent years.
The context was diplomatically significant and sustained
homework by their officials on preparing the roadmap
for actionable outcomes in defence, trade, energy and
regional security. It marks Al Nahyan’s third official visit
to India since assuming office as UAE President and his
fifth visit in the past decade. The two leaders also pledged
to double the volume of bilateral trade from $100 billion
to $200 billion by 2032. The pacts on a common approach
to fight cross border terrorism and defence partnership
are likely to send alarming signals to Pakistan, which
considered itself a close defence ally of the UAE.

The ‘Letter of Intent on Defence’ came as the Gulf
region is grappling with the repercussions of hostilities
between the US-Israel and Iran over Tehran's crackdown
on protesters demanding the overthrow of the Islamic
Republic government. It comes at a time when the UAE
is involved in a confrontation with Saudi Arabia over
Yemen. The Saudi-Pakistan military alliance has been
active in the Yemen theatre, which has increased pres-
sure on the UAE, an erstwhile ally of Saudi Arabia in
Yemen. The UAE, which lies directly across the Gulf
from Iran, has consistently emphasised de-escalation
and regional stability in its public messaging. India,
which maintains diplomatic ties with Tehran and has
strategic interests linked to connectivity, energy and
regional balance, has also been closely monitoring devel-
opments. This gives the timing of the UAE chief’s visit a
special salience.

Read more on www.epaperlokmat.com/lokmattimes
Nagpur, Thursday, 22.1.2026
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OPINION

Modi force vs Mamata wall

Politicians misusing state agencies should be held personally accountable

Alok Tiwari

A PERSONAL VIEW

he Enforcement Directorate

(ED) raid on the offices of

political consultaney firm I-

PAC in Kolkata and other
places and the premises of its owner
Pratik Jain last fortnight was hardly
a surprise. With elections due in the
state in months, it was only a matter
of time before BJP reached for its
now familiar ED playbook.
Remember the land grab case of
Jharkhand and liquor policy case of
Delhi in which the serving chief
ministers of those states were
jailed? Those too had acquired
miraculous urgency as the elections
in those states neared. Now that the
elections are out of the way, the
cases and need for having the
accused in custody are no longer
that crucial.

The present case relates to pro-
ceeds from a coal smuggling racket
allegedly paid to 1-PAC for doing
political consultancy for Trinamool
Congress. This time though ED ran
against the Mamata Banerjee wall.
The WB chief minister barged into
the I-PAC offices while the raid was
on with state police and other senior
officials. ED alleges she prevented
them from gathering evidence. Not
just that, the WB police registered a
case against ED for having stolen
sensitive documents relating to
Trinamool Congress’ poll strategy.

The matter first reached the
Calcutta High Court and then the
Supreme Court that stayed the WB
police case against the ED. The court
observed that the case raised serious
issues relating to investigations by
central agencies and interference by
state agencies. Significantly, it did
not stay the action by ED against the
I-PAC or state government. Days
later Jharkhand too registered a
case of harassment and intimida-
tion against ED officials on com-
plaint of a citizen being investigated
by the agency.
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Only exemplary costs will make the officials resist acting on cases
initiated politically and lacking hard evidence.

This is altogether a sad spectacle.
What was unthinkable just a few
years back is fast becoming normal.
The use of state law enforcement
and investigation agencies against
political opponents is getting worse
by the day. If the Centre is unleash-
ing its agencies against political
opponents, the opposition parties, in
places they are in power, are retaliat-
ing by using the police. The way
things are spiralling down, an
armed confrontation between these
agencies is not unthinkable. The fab-
ric of the republic is already strain-
ing. The day that happens, it will
tear apart.

Let us not kid ourselves that
these cases have anything to do with
corruption. The way cases are
lodged and forgotten as per political
convenience by not just ED and CBI
but also by other arms like the
Income Tax department show them
as naked effort at intimidation and
obstruction. Mamata had seen the
treatment meted out to Arvind
Kejriwal and Hemant Soren. She
was right in fearing a similar action
against herself or her key aides. To
her it was an exercise aimed at para-
lysing her party and the entire cam-
paign just before elections. With a

sion of electoral rolls already on in
the state, this stirred an already
heated cauldron.

Things may be calm for now but
if this sort of actions continue, they
may get ugly. The highest court may
need to set boundaries on how
elected governments use their
agencies, It is a difficult and fraught
exercise. No government can func-
tion if it cannot use the law enforce-
ment agencies under its command
freely. At the same time, the polity
itself will collapse if agencies are
used to advance political interests of
the ruling party Politics is not a
morality play, and it is too much to
expect politicians to behave ethi-
cally all the time. Yet, nobody can be
allowed to use agencies like their
private army. This is not to suggest
that serious cases against politi-
cians should not be pursued. Just
that state agencies must not only act
in good faith and be even handed but
should also be seen to be so.

We also need to look at unfettered
powers of arrest and custody that
law enforcement agencies, particu-
larly ED but also local police, have.
Numerous laws now allow lengthy
incarceration without trial. We are
often told giving more powers to

controversial special revi-

is vy to curb

serious crimes like terrorism and
economic offences. Experience has
proved that wrong. Instead, these
powers are being used more to curb
dissent. When the likes of Kejriwal,
Soren or Mamata are targeted they
can hire expensive lawyers and fight
it out up to the Supreme Court. But
victims with less means end up
spending years in prison as agencies
take their own time building a case.
Why should citizens pay for
agencies' incompetence? Build an
expressway or two less but give
these agencies necessary manpower,
training and resources to carry out
quality investigations in time. Do
not lower the bar for depriving cit-
izens of their liberty or shift the bur-
den of proof on the accused. That
leads to travesty of justice, as can be
seen in case after case from Bhima
Koregaon to Delhi riots. Worse,
nobody in the agency or among its
political masters is held responsible
if an arrested person is ultimately
proved innocent, What is the remedy
available when an agency arrests
somebody on flimsy grounds merely
to serve a political purpose or to set-
tle a score for someone powerful?
As more politicians show willing-
ness to indulge in such colourable
exercise of power, it is imperative to
protect people’s liberty. The
Supreme Court is already seized of
the WB case. It is well acquainted
with how the agencies are being
used, as practically every bail case
has eventually landed before it. It
has often called out the agencies act-
ing on behalf of the government of
the day. It is time to do more. The
people who order such action and
entire chain of command that acqui-
esce to such orders should be held
personally accountable. Only exem-
plary costs will make the officials
resist acting on cases initiated polit-
ically and lacking hard evidence. It
should be unacceptable to unreason-
ably deprive citizens of their liberty
or disrupt their life even for a day.

The author is a Nagpur-based
senior journalist.
Views expressed are personal.
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Polio success

ﬁ} YOUR LETTERS

An ambitious health programme aimed at saving lives and preventing
morbidity merits an unflinching dedication on the part of stakeholders. When a

massive initiative is a

to highly jous viral

disease like paliomyelitis that cripples hundreds of children every day, the focus
could not waver an inch, and it did not. India’s last wild poliovirus case was
reported on January 13, 201, in Panchla in West Bengal's Howrah district.
Fifteen years down the line, and after the administration of the first oral polio
drop on March 16,1995, India can hold its head high knowing well that polio is
now history in the country. During th y's battle against poli ti
parents, ambassadors and volunteers went from door to door with missionary
zeal. Polio eradication was taken to a magical level never seen before in a major
health programme barring, of course, the smallpox elimination drive.
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Death on UP highway

-
p Biswajeet Banerjee

‘ttar Pradesh’s roads have

once again become corri-

dors of grief. Over the past

week, a series of tragic col-
lisions and pile-ups have claimed
dozens of lives and left scores
injured, spotlighting a deadly mix
of dense fog, high speed and deep
systemic gaps in road safety
enforcement. The scale of suffering
has jolted both the public and the
state administration into urgent
action, but it must now be trans-
lated into sustained change on
every stretch of highway and street
in the state.

Several recent incidents under-
line the harsh reality In Bareilly
and neighbouring districts, dense
early-morning fog reduced visibil-
ity to near zero and triggered a
chain of collisions involving cars,
buses and trucks. Multiple vehicles
crashed due to poor sight lines, kill-
ing at least five people and injuring
more than 50 others in just a single
day of fog-related accidents,

On another busy highway near
Amethi, a high-speed collision
between a state transport bus and a
private car in thick fog killed two
people instantly and left more than
a dozen passengers hurt. Elsewhere
in Barabanki, two SUVs collided
head-on, followed by a bus crash

that added to the casualty toll.

These events have compelled the
state government to acknowledge
that routine traffic regulations and
periodic safety campaigns have not
sufficed. The chief minister Yogi
Adityanath has held a high-level
review with senior officials and
ordered a more results-oriented
approach to road safety. The mes-
sage is clear: Responsibility must
extend beyond government memos
and disciplinary checklists, and
become a mission embedded in
everyday public behaviour and
administrative accountability.

The first priority for any action
plan must be awareness at scale.
Most commuters still lack clear
information on traffic rules. Roads
need better signage, lane markings,
clearly demarcated speed limits and
regular maintenance to ensure that
critical safety cues are visible even
in adverse conditions. Pedestrian
crossings, signal lights and speed
breakers in dense urban areas
should not be afterthoughts; they
must be planned, funded and cared
for actively.

Training and reskilling of traffic
personnel is also vital. Traffic staff
should be updated regularly on

ing rules and technologies so
they can manage enforcement effec-
tively. In the first year of the new
safety mission, enforcement must
be rigorous, with priority action
against over-speeding, wrong-side
driving and mobile phone use -
three of the most frequent contrib-

Dr Ganapathi Bhat,
Akolo.

: Roads without mercy

utors to crashes. Strict penalties
should be backed with on-the-spot
data entry and follow-up action,
including suspension or cancella-
tion of licences for repeat offenders.

Placing the entire burden of
enforcement on traffic police and
RTOs is neither realistic nor fair
Structural reform within enforce-
ment agencies is equally important.
Dedicated road safety units should
be carved out inside the traffic
police and transport departments,
with clear mandates to reduce acci-
dents rather than generate revenue
through fines. Their success should
be measured in lives saved and
injuries prevented.

Every dangerous stretch of road
or problematic junction must have a
named official responsible for mon-
itoring and corrective action.
District administrations should
appoint nodal officers to ensure
coordination between transport,
police, public works and local
bodies. Regular reviews and public
disclosure of progress can

strengthen accountability.

Community involvement will be
a cornerstone of long-term success.
Local watchdogs - residents’ associ-
ations, panchayats, schools, col-
leges, NGOs and corporate partners
- should be mobilised for awareness
drives and safe driving workshops.
The lessons of the winter fog sea-
son, when low visibility becomes a
recurring hazard, should inform
seasonal safety campaigns, includ-
ing public advisories and tempo-
rary speed limits adapted to con-
ditions.

Public communication must be
transparent and  continuous.
Monthly bulletins through local
media and social platforms should
share enforcement actions, model-
ling of good behaviour and simple
tips for safer travel. Practical inno-
vations from citizens - whether it is
grassroots campaigns or tech inter-
ventions - should be invited and
spotlighted.

For too long, road safety in Uttar
Pradesh has been treated as an oper-
ational challenge instead of a
human imperative. This winter's
string of tragedies presents an
opportunity to change that narra-
tive. Under the leadership of the
chief minister, the state can forge a
people’'s movement around road
safety, rooted in citizen awareness,
administrative responsibility and
strong enforcement.

The author is a senior journalist.
Views expressed are personal.
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People Centric
Governance

Governance should be responsive to
people's needs and alert to people's

sensitivities

AsCM Omar Abdullah,

governance, one might pause here and deconstruct what it means;
what does it actually mean when we say we should have a people
centric governance. In the kind of cynical atmosphere that has
developed here for many years now, most people, most likely, would
dismiss it as a customary and perfunctory remark. Politicians
resort to such comments, so do higher officials. Media makes anews
outof it. Finally, everything stays the ways it was.

A simple way to understand the svatemenl is mat governance

Ifthis

hould be

plain and uncomplicated understanding is applied to the statement,
it means all the policies and the initiatives of the government, at the
ground level, shou}d reﬂecl 1)eoples needs, Not. ]IlSl that, the officials

large

should be extremely sensitive to the psychological needs of people.
In a contest between the two ends, government would always
assert that it is doing everything possible to meet people's aspira-
tions, making arrangements so that the lives of common people
become easy. The people on their side would a]ways Domplmn and

say, with a dejected tone, that government and

respond to their needs.

Edit
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Industrial Incentives II:
Design & Contours

The industrial policy needs to reduce the high investment risks more than
supplementing returns on investment

STATE SUBJECT

Haseeb ADrabu
haseebdrabu@gmail.com

Incentives for investment in

Jammu & Kashmir (like in any
other economy) have a legiti-
mate role in attracting capital by

market imperfections
and lowering entry barriers, How-
ever, besxdes strong underlying

‘Take for example the case of power supp].\es The gnvemmem can
of

duly take credit for improving

the concerned department seamless to a large extent. That is true,
faciua]ly speakmg Onthe olhex hand, people. pamculamv thosewith

areasked

to pay for every unit consumed. In these chilly davs when people in
Kashmir cannot live without heating their rooms, how can an ordi-
nary, economically struggling family, live without warm rooms and
ot water. If they use electricity for that, where do they get the money

to pay for

d. Its here that the idea of peopl ic

governance doesn't remain so plain and uncomplicated.

A political

ip that is not

by corporate mind,

and has adeep connect with its people, is put to test in all such cases.
If the current political leadership, that is at the helm, passes that
test, we can really have a people centric governance,

REFLECTIONS

The Marks Mania

Children are human, not machines
programmed for uniform success

Numbers
BilalKaloo
mswbilal@gmail.com

A e o

limited chunks of prescribed knowl-
edge. They rarely accommodate
individual differences or acknowl-

Achildgiftedin

and good
governance, their effectiveness
depends heavily on the design of
these incentives which must be
tailored specifically to the unique
structure and constraints of the
J&K economy.

‘The Industrial Policy 2021 lists
fifteen “focus sectors”, covering
almost every conceivable econom-
icactivity - from broad categories
(agriculture, manufacturing) to
very specific ones (Film Tourism)
and loosely grouped activities
(Milk, Poultry and Wool produc-
tion). When everything is declared
apriority, nothing remains a pri-
ority. Moreover, the current list
largely mirrors administrative
departments.

To make the industrial pohcy
operationally more effective in
addressing market imperfec-
tions in Kashmir, it must be cast
in terms of markets, not sectors.
The factor markets - land, labour
and the credit - and product mar-
kets should be the focus for policy
interventions.

The Kashmir economy is fun-
damentally a “high-risk, high-
return” trading econ-

sports, arts, innovation, or creative
expression often finds themselves
overlooked, judged solely by aca-
demie scores.

Recognition and appreciation
‘must therefore be holistic and inelu-
sive. Over-reliance on numeric indi-
cators has reduced vibrant young
‘minds into mechanical performers,
conditioned to “do as directed.” The
relentless pressure exerted b) par-

d

ents, relatives,

outcome of diverse and dynamic
attributes. Ironically, parental and

tors to cram information reflects a
short-sighted unders'andmg uf sue-

familial
become hyperactive only at the
time of results. While the achieve-
ments of meritorious students are
loudly celebrated, competition qui-
etly morphs into unhealthy com-

is neither
nor humane.

Numbers can be deceptive. The
stage of success does not belong
exclusively to toppers. History
abounds with achievers whorecord-

parison—particularly ed modest academic
within families and ‘ scores yet excelled
neighbourhoods— ‘ remarkably in life.
breeding anxiety and The ocean of opportu-
apprehension among Recognition and nity is vast and open
Chngnk;inl‘d ren are appreciation must :ina;m;zr‘;:t:s;‘li:
human, notmachines ~ thereforebeholistic a1 passion—not
programmed for uni- and inclusive. merely to those with
form success, Expect- percentages.

ing every child to Marks domatter—

achieve sweeping

academic excellence is both unreal-
istic and unfair, Each child carries
a unique reservoir of capabilities.
Aptitudes, interests, tastes, and aspi-
rations vary widely. To use board
examination results as the sole
benchmark of worth is delusional.
Percentagesoffer only amyopic view
of snecess, failing to capture the vast

but only to a point.
‘They can open doors, but they do not
define destinies. History is replete
with individuals who struggled
academically yet excelled through
perseverance, innovation, and char-
acter. World-renowned personalities
such as Thomas Edison and Albert
Einstein, once considered academi-
cally average, la(er transformed the

confines of formal examinations.
Academicachievement ismerely

onedimension ofa student’s person-

ality. Un ksareoft

wor brilliance. Their
journeys remind us that academic
scores are not destiny. Equally,
many high scorers have faltered

plaée:d above the entire personality
profile of a child, leading to crude
slotting and labeling. Position hold-

without ility and emotional
strength.

Stapling success to marks must
end. It is time torevisit and redefine

omy. It generates quick, visible
returns because of relatively low
capital requirements and lever-
age opportunities. The underly-
ing reality is that investors face
a double risk layer in Kashmir:
political instability and fragile
security situation which have
resulted in creating a high-risk
environment leading to uncer-
tainty, potential asset losses, and
operational disruptions.

Second, the lesser vis-
ible intrinsic economic risk:
the nature of existing business
‘models and market size and struc-
ture, high logistics costs, and the
absence of agglomeration econo-
mies. Together, the two factors
strongly deter serious, market-
driven investors - domestic and
foreign —~ who prefer locations
with predictable and stable risk-
return profiles. Private capital
avoids Kashmir primarily not
because of low returns, but due
to extraordinarily high perceived
risks.

This leads to the first prin-
ciple for an effective Industrial
policy for Kashmir: Prioritize risk

overreturi

tation. Indeed, the central flaw
of all industrial policies of J&K
has been that the incentives are
designed only to increase returns
through financial subsidy or sup-

port rather than reduce risks.
The stated objective of the
industrial policy, transitioning
Kashmir into a manufacfuring-
based economy ~ which typically
delivers higher long-term margins
but demands significantly larger
upfront investment - requires
risk reduction much more than
theret invest-

ver backed digital mar-
ketplaces or B2B platforms that
connect Kashmiri producers
directly to national and interna-
tional buyers, with the govern-
ment initially acting as the coun-
terparty to build confidence and
volume.

The third principle of the
industrial policy: move away
from a purely outward-oriented
approach that focuses solely
on attracting capital to build
industries capable of compet-
ing nationally in commodlmed
or sectors.

ment.

Also, boosting returns is typi-
cally a short-term tactic with
limited macroeconomic impact,
whereas systematically lower-
ing investment risk is a more
powerful. medium-to-long-term
strategy that can fundamentally
change investment behaviour
and economic structure. As such,
the industrial policy must move
beyond the conventional role of
a mere facilitator—offering tax
breaks, regulatory easing, and
generic subsidies - which has had
limited success in the past.

This outlines the second prin-
ciple for industrial policy. The gov-
ernment must evolve intoanactive
market maker; deliberately creat-
ing, shaping, and sustaining mar-
kets by generating initial demand,
absorbing early risks, and injecting
the “liquidity” required to kick-
start viable private activity or fuel
the growth of existing enterprises.
This shift of the government from
afacilitator to a market maker will
create the initial market needed
for self-sustaining private activ-
ity. Only through such proactive
intervention in the produet mar-
kets can self-sustaining industrial
ecosystems take root.

The government must take the
lead in enlarging existing markets
and creating new markets through
a Market Access Program for the
businesses that have been seeded
but are stunted. The state must
invest aggressively in export
promotion, GI tagging, rigor-
ous quality certification to meet
global standards, and coordinated
global branding campaigns in key
commodities where Kashmir has
a national monopoly. Equally
important, to build robust protec-
tions for these commodities - mod-
elled on the EU’s Protected Des-
ignation of Origin (PDO) system
for products like La Mancha saf-
fron—to prevent cheap imports
from undercutting local growers
and to enable sustained premium
pricing through quality differen-
tiation and value addition.

The market making can also
be done through first-loss guaran-
tees, provide political risk insur-
ance, or viability gap funding for
projects. It would help to set up
a dedicated “Kashmir Industrial
Risk Fund” that covers a portion of
losses due to disruptions, making
banks and investors more willing
to finance projects. This is critical
in a region where perceived secu-
rity risk inflates cost of capital.

It should create and operate

Such a strategy risks exposing
the region’s economy to intense
domestic competition and substi-
tution by lower-cost producers
from elsewhere in the country.
This will kill the existing busi-
nesses.

What Kashmir needs is invest-
ments that shield from domestic
replacement. Rather than pursu-

ce

A dlear preference should
be given to financial over
industrial capital because
irallows local enterprises
to retain greater control,
scale strategically, and
align with regional
needs, while avoiding

the potential downsides
of external corporate
dominance.

ing generic import substitution
(domestic replacement of imports
in competitive sectors like mass
manufacturing), investments
should focus on sectors where
local products have inherent
shields—through uniqueness, geo-
graphical indications, branding,
or policy protections—against
easy substitution by external
goods.

While outside investors and
investments must be actively
encouraged and adequately incen-
tivised, it should not be based only.
on the availability of capital. This
is the fourth principle that ought
1o be followed. A clear preference
should be given to financial capi-
tal (e.g., private equity, venture
funds) over direct industrial
capital (e.g., large corporate con-
glomerates establishing mass-pro-
duction units). Financial capital
allows local enterprises to retain
greater control, scale strategical-
1y, and align with regional needs.
It avoids the po!enhal downsuies
of external

new one, startup or corporates,
the selection criteria for inclu-
sion of businesses must include
economic feasibility, multiplier
effects (backward and forward
linkages), job creation potential,
social impact, and environmental
sustainability. Incentives should
be customized and tied to perfor-
mance milestones such as local
employment targets and local
sourcing obligation. Not only the
stage of incubation.

This vertical incentive system,
targeted and selective, as opposed
to the current horizontal model
will direct private investment
toward Kashmir’s gennine com-
parative advantages. It will con-
sciously avoid heavy fiscal sup-
port for mismatched sectors like
large-scale, capital-intensive man-
ufacturing or mining, which lack
natural fit with the region’s ter-
rain, climate, skills, or logistics.

This will ensure that the pri-
vate sector which might favour
low-risk, quick-return ventures
are guided towards state priori-
ties. The idea is to foster “directed
investment” while still retying
on market forces for execution.
It addresses market failures like
information asymmetry and coor-
dination gaps.

‘The moral of the story is: Play
to your strengths. Not struggle
with your weaknesses. By priori-
tizing risk reduction, proactive
market creation, curated incen-
tives, and strength-centric devel-
opment, the policy can deliver
sustainable, regionally rooted
business growth that is genuinely
transformative. This aligns with
the global trends post-2007 finan-
cial erisis that has seen small arti-
sanal businesses and specialized
micro-enterprises promoted as
a liberatory alternative to large-
seale mass production.

Tail piece:

Jammu & Kashmir’s industri-
al policy cannot ignore national
policy realities. While both the
local policy and the national
schemes aim to “industrialize”
the region, India’s foreign trade
policy is allowing imports of pre-
mium global produce, be it the
‘Washington apples, California
almonds, or walnuts. The flood of
imports will undercut Kashmir’s
natural strengths in high-value
horticulture, threatening invest-
ments. Yet, the same government
proffers generous incentives
under the PLI Scheme directed
toward large-scale manufactur-
ing where Kashmir haslittle or no
comparative advantage. The eco-
nomic irony: expose the economic
foundation to global competition,
while idizing the superstruc-

that prioritizes national supply
chains over local ecosystem devel-
opment.

Fifth and final, rather than
continuing with the existing
“buffet” model of incentives—
broad, uniform. self-serve con-
cessions available indiscrimi-
nately across sectors - the policy
must adopt a curated “a la carte”
approach. Existing businesses or

Give direction to degrees

From a land of lost opportunities to a beacon of academic excellence

ers are glorified across print, elec- the very construct of success. Priori- ..

tronic, and digital media, whilethose  tizing personality traits, creativity,

with modest scores are subijected to  resilience, empathy, and real-world Change

undue criticism. Taunts, ridicule, - skillsover nﬁﬁuuiem&aﬁ Sheikh Khalid Jehangir

uncommon—andat times, thisturns  rience the true joy of success—free Khalldpsess@gmall.com

dehumanizing. A child’s dignity is from the burden of ummhstmexpec

bruised by derogatory remarks, and  tations. Let houl- leaders despite making tall

in exireme cases, par ental ouuage ders and spirits, aml allow them to claims and promises cou.\d not dewelop
emotional ipable, and com- infrastructure for

abuse. Such deplumb}e practices p]emhuman hemgs in Kashmir. For many decades students

inflict deep scars and from the Valley used to migrate to differ-

must stop. itis time to pause and reflect. Let us ent parts of the country to study medicine,

Celebrating success is natural
and welcome, but success must not
be hierarchically compartmental-
ized. Penalizing children for lower
percentages is both damaging and
unjust. Every child is special, irre-
spective of the score obtained. There
is an urgent need to segregate the
mnnemnisucmss from examination

Wha( do these examinations
truly assess? Mostly, the mastery of

r000

congratulate achievement without
glorifying numbers, encourage
children without comparing them,
and remind every student that one
examination cannot measure their
worth. Moving beyond the more
marks mania is not a rejection of
‘merit—it isan affirmation of human-
ity in education

BiolKaloo, Assistant Projessar, North
Campus University of Kashmir

engineering, law and other subjects. Soon
after a boy or a girl qualified 12th class,
parents used to rush to New Delhi, Hary-
ana, Punjab, Bangalore and other places
tolook fora suitabie college for their ward.
To secure a seat they used to pay through
their nose and in some cases students used
to take educational loan to finance their
courses. After completing their degrees, not
many students could get jobs they dreamt
of and at the end they settled for less. In
many cases degrees proved to be direction-

eee® ¢(M K¢ eeeon

epaper.greaterkashmir.com

less. It was only after August 5, 2019, the
government encouraged private investors
to come forward and invest in developing
the education sector in Kashmir.

During the past few years many pri-
vate colleges have come up in the Valley.
Not only private institutions, the  govern-

healthcare and land reforms that indi-
rectly boosted educational mobility by
alleviating poverty.

‘Hisvision transformed Kashmiris from
sub]ecls or leudal rule to empowered citi-
2ens, equalizer.

ture which is structurally weak.
"The economic edifice is bound to
implode.

(Part I of this column, Indus-
trial Policy I: Context & Approach
appeared on 12th January 2026.
This is the concluding part.)

The outhoris a Contributing Editor of
Greater Kashmir,

leaders who didn't make any attempt to
strengthen the education system in Kash-
‘mirdon’t leave any opportunity to deliver
sermons whenever they get a chance.
After 1947 New Delhi poured in billions

for yet corruption scandals
and mi: eroded trust. Politi-

However, hi 'tearry for-

‘ment has also setup lleges in Kash-

miras w region.

The leaders, ensnared in the

‘being encouraged to pursue their higher
studies in the Union Territory rather than
moving to other parts of the country.

This change has occurred after a
longtime as it was National Conference
founder and legendary leader late Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah who put in exem-
plary efforts to popularize education in
Kashmir. His contributions to education
were nothing short of revolutionary. In
the post-independence era, he championed
reforms that democratized access tolearn-
ing, embedding education asacornerstone
of his Naya Kashmir manifesto. This
blueprint called for a national education
council to oversee schemes for universal
primary education, technical institutes,
and even a national university. Under his
Ieadership, the University of Kashmir was
nurtured, evolving from ifs ariginsin 1948
into a hub for higher learning.

Late Sheikh Abdullah introduced free
and compulsory education up to higher
secondary levels, alongside affordable

(1 L

[ L1}

web of regional politics, shifted priorities
away from academia. Investment in edu-
cation plummeted to zero with agendas
dominated by tourism development and
superficial infrastructure.

Remote states like Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh overtook J&K in the

cal families, in power, priori-
tized tourist destinations like ski resorts
and houseboats, turning Kashmir into a
postcard rather than a knowledge hub.
Higher education suffered from struc-
tural deficits: delayed faculty recruit-
ments, outdated curricula, and gover-
nance marred by political interference.
Univi ersmes became battlegrounds for
ist ideologies, with many alleg-

by
law colleges, arts academies, and private
partnerships fostering innovation. Build-
ing infrastructure for education took a
back seat in Jammu and Kashmir. Lead-
ers diverted funds towards the projects
that had got nothing to do with develop-
ing the intellectual capital. This neglect
was not accidental; it stemmed from a
myopic focus, where short-term handouts

edly embezzling funds. This betrayal not
only stifled growth but also fueled the
exodus of talent, as students sought better
opportunities elsewhere.

After Manoj Sinha took over as the
Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kash-
mir, he has shown keen interest in tum-
ing the Union Territory into a knowledge
‘hub. He has laid emphasis on integrating

trumped long-term ment.
Largely the focus remained on nurtur-

piritual heritage with modern education.
LG Sinha has oﬂen reiterated that higher

education can produce inno-

g rather ing
Kashmiris. Noeffort was put into provide
learning spaces to youth of Kashmir leav-
ingthem with no other option but tomove
to other states to pursue education. Same

o9

vators who will rebuild Kashmir.

The wrieris Director of Intemational Cenire for
Peoce Studies (ICPS)
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Nothingness
Tuba Naquib

tubanaquib@gmail.com

The phrase “falling in love with
the absence” is both poetic and
philosophical, inviting reflection
on the meaning of valuing what
is not present. Absence is not
merely the lack of something; it
carries its own dense layers of
presence. To fall in love with
absence is to fall in love with the
space, the silence, and the void
that someone or something has
left behind. But how does one
feel the presence of what is miss-
ing? Through echoes, memories,
anticipation, and yearning.
Jean-Paul Sartre’s philosophy
offers a compelling way to under-
stand this idea of “finding love in
the void.” In Sartrean thought,
le néant, nothingness is not
simple emptiness. In Being and
Nothingness, Sartre argues that
consciousness itself is defined

=Y . @oai

Readings

The weight of what is missing

Human consciousness exists as a gap, a negation, a lack of being.

by nothingness: consciousness is
what it is not. Human conscious-
ness exists as a gap, a negation,
a lack of being. Absence, there-
fore, is not passive emptiness but
something actively constituted
by consciousness by the aware-
ness of wanting what we do not
have.

Sartre illustrates this through
the familiar experience of wait-
ing for a friend at a café. When
the friend does not arrive, their
absence becomes strikingly pres-
ent. The loneliness, anticipation,
and disappointment are real pre-
cisely because consciousness
intends their presence. Absence
takes shape only because expec-
tation exists. Falling in love
with absence, then, is not falling
in love with nothing, but with
a nothingness formed and sus-
tained by consciousness itself.

This insight connects closely
to Sartre’s idea of desire as lack.
Desire, he argues, is a relation-
ship to what we do not possess
in the present moment. We

strive toward wholeness, yet
we never fully achieve it. To
love what is absent, whether a
lost object or a departed lover
is to participate in this project
of desiring. Over time, desire
becomes woven into one’s iden-

tity, turning absence into a self-
created attraction.

Love intensifies this condition.
In loving another, we desire the
freedom of the Other—we want
them to choose us freely—yet we
also long to possess them. This
paradox lies at the heart of Sar-
tre’s analysis of love. Because the
Other is irreducibly free, they
can never be fully possessed.
Love therefore fails to close the
gap between self and Other, not
accidentally, but structurally.
The distance is constitutive of
the relationship itself.

For Sartre, this condition is
ultimately a matter of freedom.
Humans choose to make lack
meaningful. Emptiness creates
value. We are therefore responsi-
ble for the meaning that absence
holds in our lives. Rather than
offering a solution in the tradi-
tional sense, existentialism pro-
poses a philosophical response
or stance toward this condition.
Sartre does not promise com-
fort or resolution: his thought

instead demands responsibility.
The first step is recognizing that
absence is part of one’s freedom,
and that one is free to define the
meaning of what is missing. One
is not trapped by loss; one has
actively constituted its signifi-
cance.

Much of the suffering associ-
ated with love arises from the
attempt to possess the Other—to
make them permanently present,
to erase absence altogether. Yet
everything that exists, from a leaf
to the air itself, is free. Holding
on cannot eliminate separation.
Attempts to collapse the distance
between self and Other only
deepen disappointment.

Sartre’s notion of bad faith
must be distinguished from mere
emotional suffering or lingering
sadness. Bad faith arises when
one denies one’s freedom by
fixing oneself or the Other as an
object—when absence is treated
as destiny, essence, or defining
truth. To see oneself as perma-
nently abandoned, or to allow the

11

To live
authentically
isnot to deny
absence, but to
recognize its
presence.

loss of the Other to define one’s
being, is to fall into self-decep-
tion. In bad faith, one forgets
that the meaning of absence is
not given but chosen.

The alternative to bad faith
is not the eradication of long-
ing, but its transformation. The
energy of absence—of desire and
yearning—can become a catalyst
for action: to create, to move, to
act. By acknowledging emotional
attachments to people, memories,
or even fantasies, one allows
them to transform rather than
consume the self. Their power
does not disappear, but it takes
on a different form.

There is no neat escape from
the existential condition, and
perhaps there should not be.
Humans cannot avoid longing,
love, or pain. What they can do
is assume responsibility for the
meanings they assign to what is
missing. To live authentically is
not to deny absence, but to rec-
ognize its presence—and to act
freely within the space it opens.

From Evolution to
Dependence

Artificial Intelligence and Human Relationships

Tech Guide

Farhana Rakshand
farhanafeb@yahoo.co.uk

In today’s world, technology is no longer
merely a convenience for human beings;
it has gradually assumed the role of a
close companion. People now find it
easier to communicate with technol-
ogy than with one another. Whether
it is acquiring information, handling
official matters, addressing educational
concerns, or even engaging in personal
and social conversations, technology is
being relied upon everywhere.

‘When human beings began to depend
on technological tools even for resolv-
ing their questions, making decisions,
and addressing emotional dilemmas,
this journey of evolution entered a new
and delicate phase. Yes, you understood
correctly—ChatGPT. ChatGPT has now
become a close companion for many
people. However, the issue is not limited
to ChatGPT alone; the use of artificial
intelligence in all its forms, designed to
make life easier, is rapidly increasing.

Those who possess a
deeper understanding of “
technology are actively
engaged in using various

experiences—emotions that individuals
should feel, reflect upon, and process on
their own—are already delivered to them
in the form of ready-mad

The Literary Ledger:
India’s Reading List for 2025

Itacted as a vital corrective to the fleeting nature of digital discourse

Bookshelf

and labels.

For instance, when a man distressed
by his wife's behaviour turns to arti-
ficial intelligence with a question, the
response he receives is often similar to
what a woman receives when asking
about her husband. The fundamental
reason is simple: each of us sees our-
selves as the hero of our own story. We
tend to portray ourselves as victims and
others as the ones at fault. Artificial
intelligence, in turn, responds according
to the narrative presented to it. The lan-
guage is yours, the framing is yours, and
the conclusions often reinforce your role
as the protagonist while others become
mere extras in your story.

Thus, while the assistance comes
from artificial intelligence, the self-
image remains untouched. In this age of
self-obsession that has followed social
media, artificial intelligence such as
ChatGPT can, at times unconsciously,
make human beings even more self-cen-

tred. Yet the real authority
still lies in human hands—
within one’s own conscience.

One interesting trend vis-

forms of artificial intelli- [y person ible on social media today is
gence not only to simplify does not speak that everyone seems eager to
their own lives but also to ” Y preach to others. Questions
make life easier for others. the truthto such as How do you identify a
What may have begunafew themselves, then  bad person?, Who s selfish?, or
years ago has now reached no one—not Who is a narcissist? dominate
a point where it feels as even a_mﬁcm[ reels and short videos. Terms
though no task is possible N like nalusml gaslighting,
without artificial intelli- N i b g, and love-
gence. Its role has become  rrive at the truth bombmg—wluc]\ originate in
prominent across almost for them. clinical psychology—are now

every profession. Even jour-
nalism—once founded on writing, obser-
vation, and human insight—is now being
carried out with remarkable efficiency
through artificial intelligence.

Along the same continuum, a new
trend is emerging: people are increas-
ingly seeking guidance from artificial
intelligence even in matters related to
their personal relationships. Relation-
ships are inevitably marked by ups
and downs—at times love, at times
sorrow, at times conflict, and at times
complaint. Today, however, people seek
suggestions from artificial intelligence
to sustain these relationships. Artificial
mtelhgence analyses patterns of human

ion, words, and s
applies scientific frameworks, catego-
rises them, and then proposes solutions.

Over the past few years, we have also
witnessed the rise of short videos and
trends on social media. Initially, content
was created merely to capture attention
through humour or oddity. Gradually,
alongside entertainment, material based
on knowledge and analysis began to
emerge. In this context, many women
have started creating reels and videos
centred on relationships with partners
or in-laws, addressing themes such as
marital dynamics, parent-child relation-
ships, and emotional attachment. Such
content often gains popularity overnight.

Men, in a similar manner, create
videos analysing their spauses behav-
iour, and these too receive

used casually in everyday con-
versations. Experts repeatedly caution
against the loose misuse of these terms,
yet they have become familiar and fash-
ionable labels.

Artificial intelligence is merely a
tool that responds to questions. Self-
correction. acknowledgment of one's
own flaws, and the ability to distinguish
between right and wrong can only come
from within. If a person does not speak
the truth to themselves, then no one—not
even artificial intelligence—can arrive
at the truth for them.

Therefore, in the context of grow-
ing marital disputes, public taking of
sides, and mutual blame, it is essential
to understand that every story is dif-
ferent. Who is the hero and who is the
villain in any relationship can only
become clear when our conscience is
clear. We cannot claim to be progressive
merely by attaching labels, nor can we
Jjudge another’s character by selectively
choosing sides.

Therole of artificial intelligence is to
provide knowledge, not to assign defini-
tive labels to human beings or pass final
Jjudgments on their behaviour. Yet today,
indivect messages, accusations, and emo-
tional complaints are often delivered
through social media statuses, reels, and
videos. In many cases, artificial intel-
ligence becomes the silent producer and
director of this emotional content, shap-
mg narrauves and amplifying wnﬂlcl

,artificial i is

attention. But who is presenting these
analyses? The answer, increasingly, is
artificial intelligence. Al derives pat-
terns from countless relationship nar-
ratives and presents its conclusions.
On the surface, these analyses appear
accurate and convincing. However, the
problem arises when emotions and lived

DISCLAIMER: The content in the articles that appear on the editoriol pages of Greater Kashmi, and are uploaded on its online edition, s strictly authors' own. GK does not take any i
these articles. The information, facts or opinions oppearing in these articles in no way reflect the views of Greater Kashmir, and GK does not assume any responsibility or liability for the same. The responsibility of the content, in whatever manner, is solely, and totally, authors'.

he]pmg humanity in many ways. How-
ever, it is our responsibility to drive it
with awareness, honesty, and ethical
restraint. Technology can assist, but
truth, wisdom, and moral clarity remain
human responsibilities.

Farhana Rokshand. a Language Educator
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A Year of Radical Retrospection

As the 2025 has gone by, the Indian liter-
ary landscape stands as a testament to a
nation deeply engaged in the act of “look-
ing back to look forward.” This year, the
printed word served as more than just
entertainment; itacted asa vital corrective
to the fleeting nature of digital discourse.
We witnessed a remarkable trend where
veteran authors, some of whom had been
silent for years, returned with works that
felt both urgent and timeless.

The “Class of 2025" has been charac-
terized by two distinct movements. On
one hand, there was a bold reclaiming
of history, from William Dalrymple’s
reassessment of ancient trade routes to
Gopalkrishna Gandhi’s personal history
of the Republic. On the other, we saw a
fierce, contemporary introspection, with
authors like Ravikant Kisana and Banu
Mushtaq challenging social hierarchies
with surgical precision. Whether through
the lens of a sweeping historical epic or
the muma(e confines of a railway colony,
these b tand-
ing the complex, mulu layered identity of
modern India.

The 2025 Literary Highlights

1. Heart Lamy

Author: Banu Mushtaq (Translated by
Deepa Bhasthi)

Publisher: And Other Stories

Detailed Summary: Originally writ-
ten in Kannada, this collection of 12 sto-
ries is a surgical examination of the lives
of women within Muslim communities in
South India. Mushtagq, a veteran journal-
ist and lawyer, avoids the trap of treating
Muslim identity asa monolith. Instead, she
explores how patriarchy, class, and reli-
gious fradition intersect. Stories like the
title piece, Heart Lamp, follow women who
attempt toflee toxic domesticity only to find
themselves pulled back by the gravity of
“social shame.”

Award/Mention: Winner of the
International Booker Prize 2025; the
first short-story collection to ever win this
prestigious award.

WILLIAM
DALRYMPLE

GOLDEN

ROAD

2. The Golden Road: How Ancient
India Transformed the World

Author: William Dalrymple

Publisher: Bloomsbury India

Detailed Summary: Dalrymple argues
that foramillennium, India was the world’s
primary “cultural heart,” exporting math-
ematics, religion, and philosophy across
Eurasia. He details the “Golden Road"—
‘maritime and overland routes that predat-
ed the Silk Road—through which Indian
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“soft power" spread to Tang China and the
Red Sea.

Award/Mention: Shortlisted for the
British Academy Book Prize 2025.

3. Island
Author: Sujit Saraf
Publisher: Speaking Tiger
iled Summary: Inspired by the
real-life 2018 tragedy of John Chau, this
novel follows a disgraced anthropologist
in Port Blair. When a young missionary
eeks his hel h bidden North
Sentinel Island, the story spirals into a med-
itation on nationalism, the ethics of uncon-
tacted tribes, and the failures of the state.
Award/Mention: Shortlisted for the
‘Mumbai LitFest Book of the Year (Fiction).
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4. Meet The Savarnas

Author: Ravikant Kisana

Publisher: Context / Westland

Detailed Summary: A provocative
critique of the Indian millennial elite.
Kisana turns the spotlight on “Savarna”
(upper-caste) privilege, dismantling the
myth of “caste-blindness” in urban India.
He examines how privilege manifests in
dating, movies, and corporate boardrooms,
challenging the mediocrity of those who
hold the most power.

Award/Mention: Widely cited by
Scroll.in as the “most uncomfortable yet
necessary read of the year.”

R/ N *

5. Ratan Tata: A Life

Author: Thomas Mathew

Publisher: HarperCollins India

Detailed Summary: This 760-page
definitive biography traces the life of the
late industrial titan. Drawing on hundreds
of hours of interviews, Mathew covers
Tata’s lonely childhood, his education at
Cornell, and his transformative leadership
of the Tata Group, focusing heavily on his
ethical compass and philanthropy.

Award/Mention: A consistent bestsell-
er; praised by The Hindu for its “immacu-
late detail.”

6. The Undying Light: A Personal
History of Independent

Author: Gopalkrishna Gandhi

Publisher: Aleph Book Company

Detailed Summary: Gandhi offers a
reflective look at India’s journey since 1947.
As the grandson of both Mahatma Gandhi
and C. Rajagopalachari, his narrative
blends the intimacy of personal memory
with the rigor of a historian, covering
everything from the Emergency to the
digital revolution.

Award/Mention: Shortlisted for the
Mumbai LitFest Book of the Year (Non-
fiction).

AMITARH KANT

7. How India Scaled Mt G20

Author: Amitabh Kant

Publisher: Rupa Publications

Detailed Summary: Written by
India’s G20 Sherpa, this “inside story”
details the strategic maneuvering and
backroom diplomacy required to pass
the New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration. It
highlights the push to include the African
‘Union and the logistical feat of hosting
events in 60 Indian cities.

Award/Mention: Highlighted by The
[Economic Times as the definitive political
record of 2025

8. The Tamils: A Portrait of a Com-
munity

Author: Nirmala Lakshman

Publisher: Aleph Book Company

Detailed Summary: A comprehen-
sive overview of Tamil history, litera-
ture, and identity. Lakshman explores
the concept of Tamilakam and traces the
language’s 5,000-year legacy, balancing
ancient Sangam poetry with modern
cinema and politics.

Award/Mention: Commended by The
Week for its “objective and unbiased” cul-
tural analysis.

9. A Fly on the RBI Wall

Author: Alpana Killawala

Publisher: Penguin Business

Detailed Summary: An insider’s
view of the Reserve Bank of India. Killa-

10. The Chola Tigers

Author: Amish Tripathi

Publisher: HarperCollins India

Detailed Summary: Moving away
from pure mythology, Amish explores his-
torical fiction through the lens of the Chola
Empire. The book focuses on the maritime
prowess and military genius of the Chola
navy as they expanded their influence
across Southeast Asia.

Award/Mention: Topped national fic-
tion bestseller lists for 20 weeks.

11. India: 5000 Years of History

Author: Audrey Truschke

Publisher: Penguin India

Detailed Summary: A sweeping, often
controversial historical narrative that

ize the vast ti i f

thesubcontinent. Truschke focuses on how
different eras of Indian history, from the
Indus Valley to the Mughals—have been
reimagined in modern politics.

Award/Mention: Extensively
reviewed in The Wire and The Indian
Express.

12, Engineering a Nation: The Life
and Career of M. Visvesvaraya

Author: Aparajith Ramnath

Publisher: Penguin Random House India

Summary: A definitive biography of
one of India’s most iconic nation-builders.
Ramnath explores Visvesvaraya's role
as an engineer, statesman, and visionary
whose projects laid the foundation for
modern Indian infrastructure and indus-
trialization.

Award/Mention: Winner of the 2025
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay NIF Book
Prize.

Conclusion
From the historic International Booker
win for Heart Lamp to the commercial suc-
cessof Chola Tige e vear has proven that
the “Indian story” is being told with more
confidence and variety than ever before. As
into 2026, tt
essential madmg—no! _mst for their hterary

wala, who led the RBI's

mex it, but for their abilit

for 26 years, shares about six
governors and navigates through major
financial crises, including the Harshad
Mehta scam.

Award/Mention: Shortlisted for the
Business Book of the Year at the Mumbai
LitFest.
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for the accuracy,
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suitability, originality. and not

of our shared reality. Ina
world of scrolling feeds and fleeting head-
lines, these volumes remind us that some
truths can only be captured in the slow, delib-
erate turning of a page.

Author is CEO BookVision, Srnagar.

or validity of any
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Roll clean-up should
noterase real voters

ith the Election Commission of India (ECI) seek-

‘ ; ‘ [ ingto correct “logical discrepancies”in the names
and family backgrounds of votersin West Bengal,

as part of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, fresh concerns have been raised about the exercise.
TheSupreme Court has taken note of the “stressand strain”
caused tomillionsof ordinary people. Aboul] 36crore peo-

AFORGOTTEN PROMISE

The quietretreatofa
national institution

The NFCH exists on
paper, but functions as an
opaque body, far removed

fromits mandate of
communal harmony

SHAMEER RISHAD

ry, transparency becomes non-nego-

has grown slgn|mantly from ap-

tiable. However, th
from the Central Public Information
Officer (CPIO) reveal an unsettling re-
ality of institutional inertia.

The NFCH had i awards

pr Rs 49 lakh in 2005-06
to a peak of 'Rs 1.05-1.2 crore in recent
years. How does themeredistribution
of flags to children and youth, with-

to recognise champions of peace, se-
lected from a long list by an eminent
jury headed by the Vice-President of
India. The award isted of a cita-

out ying educational or
community-based interventions, ful-
fil the complex mandate of building
communal harmuny’ Or is it just an

ive photo-op for the State? Fur-

tion each and a cash amount of Rs 2

ple have received notices from the C n t

what it calls discrepancies in the voters’list. These mclude
six or more voters identified as progeny of one person, a
15-yearage gap between children and parents, aless-than-
40-yearage gap between grandparentsand grandchildren,
and mismatches in the spellmgs of common names and
surnames. The Courtk

matter and issued directions to ease the processes for peo-

thc-mmre. no repurtmg of this exorbi-

v ¥ z 1\ i
Img While thg’a sc;és of RTT ap-
plications regarding the Census Com-

anor

lakh for anindividual and Rs 5 lakh for exists
ion. However, the RTI re- post~2020.
sponse reveals adecade-long vacuum:
i i Harmo- of ‘self- e

sincethe

mission and the Election Ct
of India, I stumbled upon a peculiar
public authority on the RTI Onl'me
Portal: The National Found:

nyAward hasb d, there
have been no applications received or
awards conferred during the period

Curnmunal Harmony (NP CH), opcr-

the

plewhoarestruggling torespond tothe ECI’ i 0
that they remain on therolls.

Adirective from the Courtrequires the ECI to display the
names of voters marked under the “logical discrepancies™
category at the gram panchayat bhavans and block offices
in rural areas, and ward offices in urban areas. The Court
has asked the ECl to allow people ——————
likely to be affected by the exercise
tosubmittheirdocumentsinthese
offices, to accept the Class X board
examination admit card as a valid
document for verification, and to
extend thedeadline forsubmitting
the documents. These directions
wereissuedafteritbecameevident
that the verification process was
cumbersome, pushing millions
to search for the right documents
thatprovetheiridentitiesasvoters.

After the ECI
flags
inconsequential
voter-list

discrepancies,
theSC's
intervention
signals hope

Ministry of Home Affairs. Itsexistence
feltlikeadiscovery fromadifferentera.

The discovery was, at first, almost
ironic, as sadly, we live in a time when
“communalviolence”is invoked more
often as a political instrument than
confronted as a social failure. Against
this backdrop, it was surprising if not
faintlyamusing toencounteranactual
statutory authority tasked exclusively
withnurturing fraternity, brotherhood,
secularism, and freedom of religionand
belief, as enshrined in the Constitution
of India.

Unable to quite believe it, I ran a
Google search: “Which government

ion works for

harmony in India?" The answer point-
ed squarely back to the NFCH. The
Srate apparently had built an entire
ion for this purpose. Whether

These documents are not always

easyto procureand the window for submissionis narrow. It
hasbeen pointed out that only 500 venuesare scheduled to
hostthe hearing of 1.36 crore people.

Manyof thediscrepancies the Commission claimsto have
foundarenotrelevanttothe exerciseit hasundertaken. The
Courtasked the Commissionhowal5-yearagegap between
a parent and a child would be illogical in a country where

it merely slipped from publlc conver-

A noteworthy reply to a query reveals
the Foundation’s curious duality. The
CPIO describes NFCH as a “self-sus-
taining organisation” running on
public donations, even though it was
established by the Government of In-
diain 1992 with a corpus fund of Rs 10
crore, later enhanced to Rs 11 crore in
2004, Now, thereplysays, sinceitruns
on public donations, it receives no reg-
ular government grants. This position
invitesa troubling question of account-
ability. If the Foundation is described
as a “self-sustaining” body funded by
publicdonations, yet originally seeded
bystate capital, why has programmatic
transparency steadily dwindled? More
concerningly, why was the Founda-
tion’s website taken down following
RTI scrutiny, in apparent violation of
Sections 4(1)(a) and 4(1)(b) of the Right

2014-2025. For over tenyears, aninsti-

toInfor Act,whichmandatethe
mamtenance and pmacnve publicdis-

thosework-
ing for I bridge-building had

closureof 3 ities?
The RTI show not abo-

not found or soughta smgle individual
or organisation torecognise.
The Foundation was tasked with

sation or g lly pushed outisa
matterof perspective. The NFCH isnot
anincidental body. According toitsown
publicly stated objectives, the Founda-
tion is tasked with supporting victims
of communal violence, promoting
research on comm unal harmony, rec-
ognising

child marriages are not
the Commission’s efforts in states where SIR was held ap-
pearremoved from theidea of inclusion-instead of aiming
for maximumentries of voters, it seemsto followa model of
exclusion. Itis to be noted that many “discrepancies™ have
been traced to the errors in the Commission’s 2002 list, for
whichvotersshould notbe held responsible. Hopefully, the
Court’s intervention will help to contain the damage and
ensure thatgenuinevoters are not disenfranchised.

Classrooms lagbehind
state’s Al ambition

en Karnataka Chief Secretary Shalini Rajneesh
‘ ;‘ [ admitted that she was struggling to find Artificial
Intelligence (AI) professionals for government
projects, it was a warning of what lies ahead. She said the
stateno longer had the luxury of “months oryears”to pre-
pare. Even premier institutions, such as the International
Institute of Information Technology (IIIT), were unable to
supply enough data scientists and Al analysts. For a state
that prides itself on being India’s technology capital, the
admission wassobering. The concernstrikesat the heartof
Karnataka'sdigital ambitions. The Information Technolo-
gy Policy 2025-2030 lays out the bold vision of an “Al-na-
tive” economy, with incentives, Global Capability Centres,
andintegrated enclaves. But pohcy canonly! createdemand

Withouttalent, theec Is. The gap
rationand abﬂlty is vndemng, and itis rooted in educanon
Karnataka’s alignedwithitstech-
nology p0|le Al remams largely
ions, while

Karnataka needs
an education-
firstreformto
bridge the gap

the bulk of the system continues
to produce general degrees with
limited industryrelevance. Thesit-
uation is aggravated by the legacy
ofthe‘One District,One University’
experiment, driven more by politi-
cal optics than academic planning.
Many of these institutions neither
possess data laboratories nor the
academic depth required for cut-

between growth
potential and
talent

pr arch ar-
mony. Data shows that between 2005
and 2025, only flve research Propos-

lition, but retreat. In recent years, as
the State reevaluates autonomous
bodies that exist without outcomes,
the NFCH emerges as an institution
left to exist in name, while withdraw-
m;, fmm purpose. However, beyond

als wererec d. Some
anomnhes srand out. Even though Rs

lakh yyeartothe
scl\eme, only five research proposals
were ever approved over 20 years. For

on. From the b lawards,organisingin-  theyear2011-12, althnugh oneproposal
terfaith and cultural progr d Pp! andRs31;
ducti bli i dat ewasincurred. For

strengtheningsocial cohesion. Atleast
itdid so as peritslast publicly available
report for the year 2013-14.

In constitutional terms, its work
speaks directly to the value of frater-
nity embedded in the Preamble. In a
climate where social cohesionisunder
strain, isn'tit our duty as right holders
1o, at the very least, check what the
State is doing institutionally to build
harmony? Because NFCH occupiesthis
moraland constitutional space, directly
impacting thesocial fabricofour coun-

ed.z n
"01(»]7 aldwugh no proposals werere-

Rs 88,000 wasincurred. This suggests
that either the scheme existed only in
ledgers but ceased to function, or the
accountants wanted to balance their
sheetsand found an easyway todoitat
the expense of taxpayers’ funds.

The primary activity currently cited
by the Foundation is the Communal
Harmony Campaign Week and Flag
Day. The RTI response indicates
that the budget for these activities

rative rationalisation lies
adeeper question: are we as a nation
prepared to let an institution entrust-
edwith preserving communal harmo-
ny quietly wither away? If such bodies
are to endure, transparency cannot
be optional. Silence and opacity are
not neutral positions; they communi-
cate priorities.

When the machinery of harmony
falls silent, the void is inevitably filled
bythenoiseofdiscord. Attheveryleast,
citizens are entitled to know whether
public funds allocated in the name of
communal harmony are being uti-
hsed meaningfully and whether such

SPEAKOUT
Vijaywill become CM in 2026. Hisrule
will serveasarole model for
otherstates, thiswill bea
golden erafor Tamil Nadu.

1 CTRNirmal Kumar, TVK leader
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Hope is sweet-minded and sweet-eyed. It
draws pictures; it weaves fancies; it fills the

future with delight.
Henry Ward Beecher
TOBE PRECISE
SAD, EVEN
THE STATE'S OFFICIAL

PHOTOGRAPHER

DIDN'T STAND A
CHANCE!

INPERSPECTIVE

Astrategicrace for
critical minerals

India’s vision for
the sector should
becentredona
repositioningof these
raw materials as
I'lllﬁ()l'lill resources

cessing to the recovery of met-
als from end-of-life batteries,
electronicwaste, and industrial
serap. Technologies forextract-
inglithium, cobalt, nickel, man-
ganese, precious metals, tung-
sten,and other critical elements
are increasingly transitioning
fromlaboratory-scaleresearch
to industrial applications, sup-

lobally, critical minerals

re increasingly recog-

nised as strategic assets
rather than conventional com-
modities, particularly as the
mining industry faces growing
pressure to deliver higher pro-
duction with reduced energy,
water,and Ifoot-

portingimport
circular economy objectives.

To provide focused and co-
ordinated direction to these ef-
forts, the Government of India
launched the National Critical
Mineral Mission (NCMM) in
January2025, Withabudgetary
outlay of Rs 16,300 crore and
an expected i investment of Rs
18,000 crore, th

prints. India, endowed with a
widevarietyof mineral resourc-
es, stands at a pivotal juncture.
The strategic challenge lies
not merely in locating these
resources butin

tostrengthendomesticcapabil-
ities across the full value chain
~from exploration and mining
to processing, recycling, and
downstream manufacturing -

exploring, mining, processing.
and i

RIGHT IN THEMIDDLE

rityandsupply-chainresilience.

remaina tothe them into the
constitutionalvaluestheywerecreated | domestic value chains to drive  Policies must meet
touphold. national growth, employment, ~ risingdemand

(Thewriter is the convenor of the energy security, and strategic  Global developments under-
Javed Abidi Foundation) autonomy. score theurgency of theseiniti-
Countries designate min- atives.AccordingtotheInterna-
erals as critical based on their  tional Energy Agency’s Global
economic priuriti&, induerial Critical Minerals Outlook 2025,

When pethi changes the pitch of life

Agranddaughter
evokes aspecial sense of
grandfathership

K GRAGHAVAN

ge is not just a number. It is an

important one that helps one

0 progress from one stage of
life to another. Itis up to each of us to
take noteof thisand enjoy every stage,
realising that life is a one-way traffic.
A missed opportunity is lost forever,
never toreturn.

To be a grandfather is one of the
most enjoyable phases of one’s life.
However many times one becomes
a grandfather, each experience is
unique. I wasnoexception. T have been
a “boy grandfather” twice over, and
now comes a third opportunity to be
a “girl grandfather”, Being the father
of two daughters was itselfa fecllng

first time was an entirely different
feeling. Itisdeeply emotional, a feeling
for which there is no language. In
such a state, language becomes an
eternal beggar.

Itistrue thatgrandsons and grand-
daughters belong to the same genre of
grandchildren. Butagranddaughteris
trulygrand. Whether or not this can be
annlynca]]v bncked by reasons or log-

dered why. [ did not have an answer
then, but nowIdo. Itissimply because
Lhr:y arewhattheyare. Tonce carrieda
grievance; not. anymore. Some feelmgs
i b
have
How does one describe the pleasant
smell of a rose? One needs to smell it
totruly enjoy it. Thisis what my father
told me, and so did my grandfather.
Pclln (granddaughter in Tamil) au-

ienced, not

ic,agr evokesadifferent
feeling and a special sense of grand-
fathership. An anonymous quote
captures this beautifully, “My dear
granddaughter, you are the rainbow
that colours my life with happiness.”

The feeling of being a grandparent
is ecstatic. No wonder a set of grand-
parents once proudly displayed on
their car windscreen: “How we wish
we had our grandchildren before we
had our children!”

In my family, the elders always
looked upon daughters and grand-
daughters somewhatdifferently—and

evokesadifferent tuneand

pitch than peran (grandson), both in
tellerand the hearer.

Today, [ enjoy the gurgles and cries

of thislittle angel more than I ever did

before. William Shakespeare aptly

observed in Much Ado about Nothing:

“Thereis little of the melancholy el-

ambmuns. secunty consldem
tion:

batteries and low-carbon tech-

In line with this approach, the
Ministryof Mines, Government
of India, identified 30 critical
minerals in 2023. These are
antimony, beryllium, bismuth,
cadmium, cobalt, copper, gal-
lium, germanium, graphite,
hafnium, indium, lithium,
molybdenum, niobium, nick-
el, platinum group elements
(PGEs), phosphorus, potash,
rare earth elements (REEs),
rhenium, silicon, strontium,
tantalum, tellurium, tin, titani-
um, tungsten, vanadium, zir-
conium, and selenium. These
minerals form the backbone
of technologies that support
electric mobility, clean energy

sharplyundernet-zeroscenari-
os. Thisspikeislikelytointensify
global competition for secure
supplies. The demand for lith-
inmisexpected to rise byabout
six times by 2030, 14 times by
2040, and 17 times by 2050,
while the demand for nickel
may grow by aboutsix times by
2030and seven times by 2040,
Manganese and rare earth el-
ements also show substantial
long-term growth trends, re-
flecting their expanding roles
in energy storage, electric mo-
bility, and advanced manufac-
turing. The demand for copper
isprojected toincreasesteadily,
drivenbyelectrificationand re-
bl Yook

systems, el andIndia’s
el

ementin her, my lord: sheis never sad
but when she sleeps; and not ever sad
then; for Thave heard mydaughter say,
shehad often dreamt of unhappmcss
and waked herselfwith Iaughmg
Andso, j

India’s emphasis on critical
mineralsis closelyaligned with
its long-term development
objectives and climate com-
mitments. Achieving net-zero

there
about a granddaughter. Cheers to nll

ting-edge disciplines. Several are
already on the verge of closure. Al is already embedded
in governance - from subsidy rationalisation and fraud
detection to traffic surveillance and automated challan
generation, pollution monitoring, and education tracking.
It has become crucial for governance, enabling real-time
decision-making, predictive analytics, and scalable public
service delivery. Without in-house expertise, the state risks
becoming dependent on external vendors for core public
functions, raising costs, security concerns, and strategic
vulnerability.

The solution lies in an education-first pivot. Karnataka
must rapidly scale reskilling through intensive finishing
schools and industry-led certification programmes for
existing graduates. Simultaneously, Alliteracy must begin
early, with ional thinking embedded in curricula
and a structured programme to train teachers, especially
ingovernment-runschools. Instead of multiplying general
universities, the state should consolidate resources into
specialised vertical institutions focused on Al cyber secu-
rity and data science, creating a critical mass of talent and
infrastructure. Decentralising this effort beyond Bengalu-
ru—to Mysuru, Hubballi-Dharwad, and Manga.luru —will
widen the talent pool and prevent saturation. If education
is treated as a core pillar rather than a support function,
Karnataka can move beyond being India’s technology back
office. With the right talent strategy, it can credibly aspire
tobecome the country’s,and perhaps the world’s, Al brain.

by 2070 nccessl«
tates a gradual but sut
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In support of investment
and transparent resource
governance, the Government
of India revised royalty rates
for select critical minerals in
June 2025. Concurrently, the
Geoluglcnl Survey of India
GSI)i ingaround

Having a g for the preferentially—than us. I often won-  girl grandfathers. transition towards renewable
energy, electric mobxllly. gnd-
gystor:
low-carbon technologies. This
LETTERS TO THEEDITOR transition is inherently min-

Astep backwards in election process

The State Election Commission’s decision to use ballot pa-
pers for the upcoming civic body elections under the GBA
isaretrograde step. The SEC is acting on a recommen-
dation made by the state cabinet last year. The Congress
party has been raising concerns about EVMs, though
without substantiating evidence. The SEC cites the GBA
Act, which allows elections to be conducted by either pa-
per ballot or EVM. Conducting elections by ballot papers
would be cumbersome and time-consuming. Counting
votes cast by ballot papers is tedious and prone to errors,

Respectdemocracy

Your editorial, ‘The missing restraint
in campaign rhetoric’ (Jan 21), right-
ly calls out Prime Minister Narendra

single press conference since taking
office. He should respect democracy,
its institutions, and principles, align-
ing with India’s claim as the world’s
largest democracy.

D

Modi’s unrestrained rhet-

oric. He often speaks as the BIP's
spokesperson rather than the coun-
try’s PM. Attacking the Trinamool
Congress over alleged Bangladeshi
infiltration, he overlooks the BSF’s
role under the Union Home Ministry.
This reflects an outdated “king can
donowrong” mindset. Another con-
cern is that PM Modi has not held a

Beinclusive
The Election Cq 's defence

particularly with doubtful and invalid votes, a problem
largely avoided by EVMs. This often leads to demands for
recounts. EVMs are even more crucial in local body polls,
where winning margins can be slim, sometimes in single
digits. Perhaps the ruling Congress party believes ballot
papers are more susceptible to manipulation in its fayour.
The party has accused the ECI and CEC of acting in favour
of the ruling dispensation at the Centre; could the same
criticism be levelled against the state SEC?

KR Jayaprakash Rao, Mysuru

through paperwork and technicali-
ties. Democracy should rest on trust
and inclusion, not suspicion. The
EC must ensure that, in the name of
integrity, it doesn’t undermine par-
ticipation. A transparent, humane,
and uniform process is needed.
Kaavya Kapoor, Bengaluru

of the Special Intensive Revision

as “legislative” is worrying. While
cleaning voter rolls is important,
turning verification into a quasi-law
risks excluding genuine citizens

Our readers are welcome to email letters to:
letters@deccanherald.co.in fonly letters
emailed — not handwritten — will be accepted).
Allfetters must carry the sender’s postal

dd

eral-intensive, with lithium,
cobalL nickel, copper, and rare

227 critical mineral projects
during 2025-26, while govern-
ment and private exploration
agencies, industry, research
institutions, and academia
are encouraged to pursue do-
mestic exploration as well as
overseas mineral assets.

in banenes. power el
electricmotors,and wind ener-
gysystems. Ensunngsecure af-
fordable, and

While the 1 of
critical minerals presents sig-
nificant technical, enwmnmen-
tal, and

to these minerals is, lherefore,
essential for meeting climate
goals while strengthening in-

it also offers opportunities for
innovation, advanced technol-
ogy adoption, and sustainable

dustrial

practices.

This evolving mineral strat-
egy is reshaping the country’s
approach to energy security,

tial will depend on coherent
policies, institutional coor-
dmauon and proacnve deci-

industr

mdependence Although often
mv:snblemeverydayhfe critical

crit-
ical mmerals must be treated
notas ordinary raw ma(cnals.

minerals are indi: in-
puts for clean energy technolo-
gies, advanced electronics, and
defence systems, making them
central to the trajectory of In-
dia’s future development.
Fromapolicyandtechnology

butasstr
Decisions taken today - on ex-
ploration, mining, processing,
recycling, refining, and inter-
national partnerships — will
shape India’s ability to build a
resilient, sustainable, and tech-
loeicallvad d

perspective, India’s
research and innovation eco-
system represents a significant
strength. Current efforts span
the entire value chain, from
exploration and mineral pro-

(Thewriter, a former
executivedirector of The Hutti
Gold MinesCo Ltd., is
currentlywith the National
Institute of Advanced Studies)
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Manipurwaits as BJP’ssearch for consensus hits ethnic faultlines

QDATELINE

or many in the Bharatiya Janata

Party in conflict-torn Manipur, the

meeting between four of the party’s
seven MLAs from the Kuki communities
and their Meitei counterparts on Decem-
ber 14 was a rare “political icebreaker”.
It was their first such interaction since
the conflict involving the two communi-
ties erupted more than two-and-a-half
years ago.

At the time, many within the party be-
lieved that the BJP high command might
finally give the greensignal to their repeat-
ed pleas for the restoration of a “popular

government”, especially given what was
described as a “positive response” from
the Kuki legislators.

More than a month later, however,
Manipur’s political atmosphere remains
wrapped in speculation and uncertainty.
TheBJPisstillunabletoreachaconsensus
onrestoring an elected government, even
as President’s Rulein the state completes
one year on February 13. “When will the
popular government be formed?” “Who
willbecome the next CM?”Such questions
continue to hang unanswered, despitere-
peated rounds of meetings between BJP
leaders, bothin thestateand in New Delhi.

Tough stand of the Kukis

Days after the four Kuki MLAs met their
Meitei counterparts to discuss govern-
ment formation, Kuki organisations - in-

cluding armed groups under the suspen-
sion of operations agreement - issued a
warning. “Noindividual from the Kuki-Zo
communities, including legislators, would
be part of a Meitei-led government,” the
groups said.

On January 13, the Kuki groups held a
meeting with a few Kuki MLAs in Guwa-
hati, where it was decided that the com-
munitywould supporta governmentonly
if a “written commitment” was given for
fulfilling their demand for the creation of
a Union Territory with a legislature com-

prising Kuki-inhabited areas. The groups
set 2027—the ycar n! the next Asscmbly

lections for meeting thi
demand. For the Kuki groups, a Union Ter-
ritory remains the “only way forward” to
end the conflict that has roiled the state
since May 2023.

This position has prolonged the political
stalemate, as the Centre has repeatedly
madeitclear that the presentgovernment
policy does not support the creation of a
new Union Territory.

Numerically, the BJP could still form
a government, With 30 Meitei and Naga
MLAsinthe60-member House, the party
can form their government with the sup-
port of five Naga People’s Front MLAs
and the Independents. The BJP high
command, however, is keen on securing
Kuki support to project an “inclusive”
government.

CM face undecided

The BJP'sinability todecide onachiefmin-
isterial candidate has remained another
major hurdletorestoring the government.
On January 17, former Chief Minister N

Low clouds have lifted long enough for helicopters to ferry scientists and their gear to
afast-melting glacier on the edge of Antarctica

RAYMOND ZHONG

fter a series of weather de-

lays threatened to derail

their mission, scientists on

Monday managed at last

o set up camp on Antarcti-

a's remote and fast-melt-

ing Thwaites Glacier. For the next few

weeks, they will be attempting a difficult
butvital operation.

They aim to bore half a mile through
theiceand placeinstrumentsin thewarm-
ing ocean waters below, giving the world
a rare, close-up look at how this gargan-
tuan glacier is being corroded by the sea.
Researchers fear that Thwaites’ thinning
could someday trigger its total collapse,
which would raise sea levels around
theglobe,

The break in the weather couldn’t have
come soon enough. After crossing the
southernseasand reaching Thwaites ear-
ly this month, researchers were unable to
travel the last 19 miles to their planned re-
searchsite because helicopters from their
ship, the icebreaker Araon, couldn’t land
onthecloud-swathedice.

Now that the scientists and their
roughly 17 tons of gear have been flown
safely onto the glacier, they have no time
towaste.

Theirdrillingequipment will takeaweek
toset up. Blizzards could slow their work.
Whether or not their scientific goals are
achieved, the team’s 10 members need to
beofftheglacier by Feb.7,whenthe Araon
must begin its return journey to New Zea-
land. The ship is scheduled to embark an-
other Antarctic voyage shortly after this
onewrapsup.

“We're very lucky to be here; we also
work very hard to be here,” said Scott
Polfrey,amechanical engineerat the Brit-
ish Antarctic Survey and member of the
drillingteam. “It'simportant foreverybody
here that wedodlings s‘afely and wecome
entificresultsthatspeak; almumurplanu

When asked, during a break from mov-
ing gear at the camp, whether he had any
first-night rituals while working on gla-
ciers, Peter Davis, an oceanographer on
theteam,said, “Probably collapse, because
everyone is just always knackered, abso-
lutely knackered, after the first day.”

The big haul started late Sunday af-
ternoon, when the clouds parted and the
Araon'stwo helicopters flewadozenloads
of cargo onto the glacier. The helicopters
ferried more freight and people Monday,
and by 4 p.m., the scientistsand engineers
were putting up tents, unpacking supplies
and shovelling snow.

On Monday evening, as Chang W. Lee,
my photographer colleague, and I were
being flown onto Thwaites, the team’s
camp first appeared as specks on the co-
lossal white plateau, insignificant next to
the enormous crevasses that furrowed its
snowy surface.

Theview

Antarctica. Thwaites, often called the ‘doomsday glacier,
holds enough iceto rause global sea Ievels by more than two feet if it were to collapse entirely. THENEW YORK TIMES

Anew outpost springsup
atthebottom ofthe world

propped up over a deep hole in the snow.
Power for their drilling and camp equip-
ment comes from several generators.

Oneimportant task Monday was piling
snowaround the edges ofthe tentsso they
didn’t blow away. Another was digging a
big hole for burying the team’s coolers of
frozen meat and vegetables. “Obviously
we'reintheworld's best freezer.” said Taff
Raymond, one of the team’s two safety
guides.

Around 6:15 pm, the air at the camp
was 24.8 degrees Fahrenheit, or minus
4 degrees Celsius. The snow dampened
all sound. Skuas patrolled the area, the
seabirds alighting on the wooden crates
andsteel cheststhathad sorudelyinvaded
their domain,

Thescientists' inamodestde-

the ghcierthin&

Such lain whysci-
entists have at times observed Antarctic
ice melnng at twn or thre |mes therates
pr models,
Sung Na, asenior researcher at the Korea
Polar Research Institute whois partof the
drilling team.

Yeturgency, thescientistssaid, isinsepa-
rable from purpose. Thwaites, often called
the “doomsday glacier,” holds enough ice
toraise global sea levels by more than two
feetifitwereto collapse entirely,and itacts
asabuttressforeven larger glaciersbehind
it [fThwaims giveﬂ way, those inland ice

dtheocean,

Only by collecti d
ments in the water under the ice can sci-
entists improve their models and better
project future melting, Na said.

Several members of the drilling team
bored a hole through Thwaites’ eastern
ice shelf for a similar purpose in 2020, An
expedition twoyears later todrill inanoth-
erareawas foiled by seaice, which blocked
the Araon from sailing close enough to
Thwaites for thescie: ravel totheir

pression in Thwaites’ surface, giving the
landscape more shape and variety than it
seemed to have from thesky. Tothe north,
the sun caught the jagged crests of what
looked like distant mountains. In fact, they
were the tops of the gigantic, fast-deteri-
orating icebergs that are all that’s left of
Thwalres weﬁern tongue The glacier

The camp sits on a flat, 650-foot-l;
strip of ice, with boundaries that the ream
marked with flags and willow branches
stuckintothe hard, icy snow. Itswiderend,
roughly 160 feet across, is where the drill
will besetup. Its narrower end is where 10
single-occupancy sleeping tents have been
pitched inaneatrow.

Theteamwill eatina messtentthat has
anair fryer,abread machineandanassort-
mentoflow-effortmeals, including freeze-
dried chicken fajitabowlsand quick-cook-
ingKorean beefand radish soup. Twottoilet
tents are as simple as it gets: a lidded seat

wewere
mere specks on the giant’s back.

Still, itswhat'shappening thousands of
feetbelow, notattheicy surface, thatmade
the team want to drill at this spot.

Warm ocean currents are constantly
flowing into the waters under Thwaites
and melting the glacier’s undersides.
Large plumes of freshwater are also es-
caping from gapsbetween the glacierand
the bedrock, where underground heat
and friction are melting the ice atits base.
All these waters mix and muddle under
Thwaites, affecting whereand how quickly

planned researchssite.

Davis, the oceanographer, last camped
on the glacier in 2020. “We thought that
was going to be the most complex terrain
we'd ever work on,” he said. “Little did we
know.” He was referring to the fractured
and fast-moving ice beneath this year's
campsite, which has already caused a
scare.

The drilling team’s safety guides, Ray-
mond and Jinsuk Kim, slept on the glacier
Sunday night, beforetheir colleagues were
flown in. They werestandingat the camp’s
wider end, they said, when they heard a
terrible loud crunching noise beneath
their feet. The ice below the surface was
br eakmgap'\n

Th

dth Do

aries, probably not for thelast time.

“My goal is finishing as fast as we can,”
Kim said, of the drilling operation. “We
needtoleave as fastas we can.”

the threat to co(\sml cities
worldwide.

That makes the measurements taken
here — of temperature, salinity, currents
and turbulence beneath the ice—far more
than academic. They are among the few
direct observations scientists have of the
hidden processes eatingawayat Antarctica
from below.

Satelli tracksurfacect but
they cannot see howseawaterslipsinto cav-
itiesunder theiceor how meltwater alters
ocean circulation there.

The instruments lowered through the
borehole will record data long after the
team departs, transmitting clues about
how fastthe glacieris changing during the
Antarctic winter, when darkness and sea
ice make direct study impossible.

Each data point, the researchers hope,
will sharpen projections used by govern-
ments and planners thousands of miles
away.

As the sun traced slow circles above
the horizon late Monday night, the camp
settled into a fragile routine. The glacier
creaked occasionally, a reminder of the
forcesatwork beneath the scientists'boots.
For now, Thwaites was holding. But how
longitwill continuetodosoisthe question
thatbrought themtoitssurface—and that
keeps them drilling against the clock.
TheNew York Times

Biren Singh met Union Home Minister
Amit Shahin New Delhi, where he was re-
portedlyinformedaboutobjectionsraised
byseveral BJPlegislatorsto his leadership.

President’s Rule was promulgated
after Biren Singh resigned and the par-
ty’s MLAs failed to arrive at a consensus
candidate to replace him. At the time, at
least four leaders were in contention for
the top post.

According to BJP sources, Yumnam
Khemchand Singh—the former Speaker
and a minister in the Biren Cabinet—has
now emerged as a strong contender.
Khemchand is said to enjoy the backing
of the RSS, whileatleast four Kuki MLAs
reportedly want Biren Singh to return
as the CM. Sources also said that Khem-
chand has met BJP leaders in New Delhi
and Guwahati more than once since the

December 14 meeting.

President’s Rule

President’s Rule was promulgated in Ma-
nipuron February 13 lastyear, with the As-
sembly placed under suspension. Theim-
position was extended by both Houses of
the parliament in August. This extension
will lapse on February 13, and the same
may have to be extended for another six
months if BJP fails to restore the govern-
ment. President’s Rule can be extended up
to three years. BJP leaders in the
state, however, are worried about possi-
ble adverse impact on the party’s pros-
pects in the next elections in 2027. “Our
support base is shrinking fast given the
inability to end the conflictand restore the
government,” a BIP leader in Tmphal
told DH. DHNS
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Coding is getting cheaper.
Engineering is not. Al makes
writing code dramatically
fast, but speed alone does not
improve reliability, security,
performance, cost efficiency,
or user experience.
in many cases it can degrade
them, because scale encour-
ages volume over judgment,
The bottleneck is no longer
whether code can be written,
but whether the right thing
is being built—and built cor-

y.
= Juniorroles will change, not

A lot of entry-level work
used to be small, well-scoped
tasks: CRUD screens, simple
bug fixes, and repetitive tests,
Al can now produce these in
minutes. As a result, compa-
nies will expect juniors to op-
erate ata higher level: under-
stand requirements, handle
edge cases, add instrumenta-
tion, and ship with confidence
much earlier than before.

The differentiator at the
entry level will increasingly
be judgment: knowing what
toask, whattoverify, and what

= “Prompt engineering”is not
Promptsare cheap. Repeat-

correct output are not. What
will matter is the ability to in-
tegrate artificial intelligence
into disciplined engineering
systems: generate with con-
straints, validate with tests
and linting, run evaluations to
catchregressions, and embed
guardrails into continuous
integration and continuous
delivery/deployment (CI/CD)

In practice, Al should be
treated like a tireless junior
developer: helpful and never
exempt from review.

When code generation is
abundant, the differentiator
shiftsto those who canreview,
critique, and improve code
quickly, especially code they
did not write. The ability to
spot failure modes and write
tests that protect behaviour

HowAlisrewriting
careers for developers

ARAVIND PUTREVU

very few years, the tech-

nology industry produc-

es an “end of program-
ming” headline. Today, the
roleisplayed by generative Al
The reality is more nuanced.
Al will not end developer
careers. What it will end are
parts of the job one could get
away with doing slowly. De-
velopers whose value lies in
turning ticketsinto boilerplate
are exposed. Those who can
turn ambiguity into reliable,
shipped outcomesare likely to
become more valuable.

What the Al boom

becomes a career moat.

Al can draft code. It still
struggles to predict what will
break under real traffic at in-
convenient hours.
= Product thinking moves
from optional to essential

Al enables smaller teams
to ship more. That raises ex-
pectations. Developers who
succeed will operate like
mini product leaders: en-
gaging with users, clarifying
constraints, prioritising out-
comes,and measuringimpact.

This shit is relevant in In-
dia, where many tech careers
have been shaped by delivery
models focused on “hours
shipped”. The market is mov-
ing to “outcomes shipped™,
and Al accelerates that shift.
The safest place to stand is
closer to the customer prob-
lem.
= The real new stack is Al
data, and distribution

Most useful Al products
are not just ‘LLM calls’. They
are systems that combine
data pipelines, retrieval and
search, caching, privacy con-
trols, latency management,
cost control, and observabil-
ity. What matters is practical
literacy: understanding how
models fail (hallucinations
and prompt injection), how
quality is measured through
evaluations and human feed-
back, and how to ship safely
through access control, audit
logs, and red-teaming).
= A polarised market

There will be fewer roles
that purely “implementwhat’s
written” and more roles that
demand ownership: define
the approach, ship it, keep it
healthy, and explain trade-
offs. Mid-level engineers who
don’t level up in judgement,
debugging,and product think-
ing will feel squeezed. Senior
engineers who can combine
architecture, speed, and ac-
countability will be scarceand
well paid.

In fact,

produce

The new advantage

Al multiplies output. Careers
will reward that multiplier ef-
fect. The developer who can
ship a meaningful feature in
a week, with tests, monitor-
ing,and a clear user story, will
outperform the developer
who can implement ten end-
points without clarity on why.
The new currency is not lines
of code, It is velocity with ac-
countability.

For developers who adapt,
artificial intelligence is an
accelerator. Used as a crutch,
it leads to stagnation. Used
well, it enables faster learn-
ing, better systems, and earlier
leadership.

(Thewriteris VP of growth
at an Al-powered code review
platform)
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50 YEARS AGO: JANUARY 1976
Tiwariswornin UPCM

Lucknow, January 21

Mr. Narain Dutt Tiwari was today
sworn in as the ninth Chief minister
of Uttar Pradesh since independence
by the Governor Dr. M. Chenna Red-
dy. Mr. Tiwari heads a 30-member
Council of Ministers - 14 Ministers
of Cabinet rank and 16 Ministers of
State—whose members 100 were
sworn in by the Governor in the Dur-
bar Hall of Raj Bhavan. Mr. Shanti
Prapana Sharma is the only new
Minister inducted into the Cabinet.
The other 12 ministers,

besides Mr. Tewari, were members
of the Bahuguna Ministry which
resigned in November last.

25 YEARS AGO: JANUARY 2001

9killed in J&K as militants
blastbus, target troops

Srinagar, Jan 21 (PTI, UNI)

In escalated violence ahead of the
Republic Day, militants today setoff a
landmine blast which ripped through a
busand in another incident attacked a
security patrol with grenades, A total of

quiet, restless minds whereitall

nine pe
forces shot dead six militants inan
encounter in Jammu and Kashmir. The
ultras also made an abortive bid to blow
up the ruling National Conference (NC)
head- quartersat Residency Road here,
an official spokesman said. Six people
were killed and 19 injured when mili-
tants blasted a State Road Transport
Corporation bus.

our's

crystallises into Achievement.

line—the gold medal, the
global empire, the scientific
breakthrough—yet we overlook the

began. Success is never amere coinci-
dence;itisadeliberate harvest of the
aspir'\lionswesow inthe fertile soil of

Our greatness follows a sacred
evolution. It begins with a modest
Dream—a defiant spark within us that
ignores the limitations of “what is” to
imagine “what could be.” When we
fuel this dream with intent, it solidifies
into Effort. Through our relentless
grit, thatinternal blueprint finally

In our history, the most profound

OASIS | ANANTHAPADMANABHAN

dreams are those that ignite social
change. Rabindranath Tagore didn’t
Jjust write poetry; he dreamt of a
classroom without walls, giving
birth to Shantiniketan and
liberating our collective
intellect.

‘When the world
doubted our nation’s
reach, Dr Vikram Sarabhai
envisioned a space-faring
India from a humble village
church. Today, our rockets touch
the moon because we dared to look
past the horizon.

Similarly, Dhirubhai Ambani
dreamt of democratising wealth,
transforming millions into partners
in progress. He proved that when we

dream, our shared destiny shifts.
Our minds are the ultimate labo-
ratories. Robert F Kennedy famously
issued the challenge to “dream of
things that never were and ask,
why not?"—reminding us that
our imagination is the true
precursor tojustice.
Walt Disney, despite
facing rejection, refused to
abandon his magical world,

v teaching us that if we can dream

it, we can truly do it.

Consider Wilma Rudolph, who
was told she would never walk again,
She didn’t just dream of walking; she
dreamt of sprinting. Thatinner fire
carried her to three Olympic gold
medals. Her journey confirms a time-

Inthebeginning, there was adream
We_ often apr’)%au’d lhe‘ ﬁ:nis];

less truth: we become great achievers
only when we become great dreamers
who refuse to wake up.

Our success isn'tabout battling the
world; it’sabout nurturing the courage
toimagine a better one. Quraspira-
tions are the blueprints of our coming
reality. To achieve the extraordinary
tomorrow, we must dare to dream the
“impossible™ today.

The brightest flame in our history
began as a single spark that refused to
be extinguished by the surrounding
cold. Our dreams are the architects;
our unwavering spirit is the builder.
Let us stop waiting for the right mo-
ment and start building from within,
for our dream is the masterpiece the
world is waiting for.



tions that can instantly freeze
all banking operations when a
user suspects s/he is being
targeted by a fraudster. Sec-
ond, the Reserve Bank of
India has mooted an insur-
ance mechanism to cover
fraud-related losses in the
banking system. Both ideas
deserve to be tested.

There is a need for insur-
ance to play a more formal
role in bank risk management

Telangana Today
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New ideas to fight
digital arrest

ndia has the dubious distinction of registering the
highest number of cyber frauds in the world.
Among various forms of cybercrime, digital arrest
has emerged as the most devious one. It poses a
threat not only to the country’s financial security and
stability but also to public trust in the law enforcement
machinery. In digital arrest scams, fraudsters imper-
sonate law enforcement officials via video calls, claim-
ing that victims are under investigation for serious
crimes. Using leaked personal data for credibility, they
create fear and urgency, keeping victims on calls for
hours with fake IDs and arrest warrants. Victims are
coerced into transferring large sums to avoid arrest.
Against this backdrop, two new ideas, proposed re-
cently to check the menace of digital arrest, deserve se-
rious consideration. First, a high-level committee con-
stituted by the Ministry of Home Affairs is believed to
be actively considering a technology solution called
‘kill switch’ that will allow users at the receiving end of
a potential digital scam to immediately stop all finan-
cial transactions from their accounts. It is akin to an
emergency button integrated into the payment applica-

MHA's ‘kill
switch’ and RBI's
insurance
proposals to

combat digital
arrest scams
deserve serious
consideration

to better protect customers and the wider financial sys-
tem. The central bank’s suggestion signals a broader
shift in thinking — from viewing fraud solely as a com-
pliance issue to treating it as a systemic risk. Collabora-
tive efforts between banks, insurers and regulators
could lead to innovative products tailored to evolving
fraud profiles, strengthening the resilience of India’s
fast-digitising financial system. Experts have called for
an insurance pool - backed by contributions from
banks, insurers and supported by regulatory frame-
works - that could spread fraud risk across the system,
similar to terrorism insurance pools in several coun-
tries. Such a structure would help manage tail risks
while keeping premiums affordable. The RBI's report
on ‘Trend and Progress of Banking in India’ says there
were 23,879 fraud cases involving an amount of Rs
34,771 crore as of 2024-25. The RBI's Payment Vision
2025 report has proposed studying the feasibility of
setting up a Digital Payment Protection Fund to pro-
vide security cover to defrauded customers and pay-
ment instrument issuers. Last October, the Supreme
Court had directed the Centre to entrust the CBI with a
nationwide probe into digital arrest scams. All States
were asked to give consent to the CBI to probe of-
fences within their jurisdiction. The SC had acknowl-
edged the reality that cybercrimes know no State
boundaries. In fact, fragmented investigations only em-
bolden the cross-border criminal networks.

VIEWPOINT
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our territory

6‘ We want & piece
of ice forworld
protection, and they
won'tgive it. You can
say yes, and we will be
very appreciative. Or
you can say no, and we
will remember....

DONALD TRUMP
US President

The crazy thing is that Astronauts often work
we could find ourselves with multiple systems
in a situation where we and redundancies, but
use the anti-coercion sometimes the solution
mechanism against the is not very complicated.
US. Iregret it, butitis It can be something
the consequence of simple if you are wiling
That's unnecessary to observe
aggressiveness carefully ,,
EMMANUEL MACRON SUNITA WILLIAMS
French President Former US astronaut

orgotten behind bars

Indefinite detention,
inadequate care

of mentally ill
prisoners raise
urgent questions
about fair

trial rights

DIVYASRIDHAR ~ SHASHANK SHEKHAR

n March 2021, the Calcutta High
Court released a Nepalese citizen
who had been detained for 41
years without a conclusion to his
trial. During this period, he was denied
adequate care for his mental condi-
tions. His case was not an isolated inci-
dent but rather a symptom of a deep-
rooted crisis in India’s criminal justice
administration. Investigations revealed
that in West Bengal alone, at least 104
mentally ill undertrial prisoners were
eligible for release under exwtmg legal
ideli yet had been | in
prisons and mental health institutions.

In August 2021, the Kerala High
Court took suo motu cognisance of an-
other shocking case: a 72-year-old un-
dertrial prisoner who had been de-
tained in a mental health facility for 49
years.

According to the Prison Statistics
India (2023) report published by the
National Crime Records Bureau, 16,503
prisoners suffer from mental illness,
with undertrial prisoners constituting
the most vulnerable group. The uncer-
tainty of their legal status, combined
with the stress of incarceration, creates
conditions that often precipitate or
worsen mental health conditions. More
alarmingly, prison statistics indicate
that 74.8% of unnatural deaths in In-
dian prisons are caused by suicide —a
stark reminder of the acute vulnerabil-
ity of this population.

Systemic Dysfunction

Gomia Ho was arrested in 1945 and di-
agnosed with mental illness in 1948. Al-
though he was declared sane in 1966,
nearly 18 years after diagnosis, and this
recovery was reported to the Judicial
Magistrate in 1969, no action was taken.
Ho remained incarcerated until the
Supreme Court intervened in 1982,
nearly 37 years after his arrest and 33
years after his diagnosis.

+ J

In another case, Gope

A specialised
mental health
tribunal could
expedite cases
with clear
timelines, expert

|nput and focused

the Arbitration
and Conciliation
Act, 1996, did for
commercial
disputes

v population requiring spe-

was arrested in 1950 and diagnosed
with mental illness in 1951. Unlike Ho,
Gope was never declared sane, yet he
remained imprisoned for approxi-
mately 32 years until judicial interven-
tion in 1982. These forgotten souls ex-
pose a cruel trap: no trial, no care, just
endless prison shadows.

Bureaucratic Trap

The study identified a critical pattern:
in nine out of ten cases, the judiciary
found systematic lapses in maintaining
and submitting mandatory bi-annual
reports on the mental and physical
condition of mentally ill undertrial
prisoners. The Mental Healthcare Act,
2017, requires mental health establish-
ments and prisons to submit these re-
ports to State governments every six
months, yet compliance remains spo-
radic at best.

More troubling still is what happens
when reports are filed. The audit re-
vealed that even when recovery from
mental illness was documented and re-
ported to authorities, it failed to trigger
any action. Prison and mental health
officials would dutifully file paperwork
indicating that a prisoner had recov-
ered and was fit for trial or release, yet
this information would languish in bu-
reaucratic channels without response
from magistrates, judges, or executive
authorities.

This breakdown represents a funda-
mental failure in the coordination be-
tween medical, executive, and judicial
authorities. Information flows in one
direction, but doesn’t catalyse the deci-
sions and actions necessary to protect
prisoners’ rights.

Weak in Practice

After ratifying the United Nations Con-
vention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities in 2007, India enacted the
Mental Healthcare Act, 2017, to align
domestic laws with international obli-
gations. The Act provides for the trans-
fer of mentally ill prisoners to mental
health establishments and sets mini-
mum standards for mental health care
in prisons. The National Mental Health
Policy (2014) recognises prisoners as a

cialised attention. In Sunil Batra v.
Delhi Administration & Ors, the SC af-
firmed that prisoners, whether con-
victed or undertrial, retain all funda-
mental rights guaranteed by the
Constitution, including the right to life
and personal liberty under Article 21,

Promise Vs Reality

Yet, a troubling chasm persists be-
tween legislative promise and lived re-
ality. The gap exists at three critical
levels: policy design, impl ion,

The Path Forward

India’s success with arbitration in de-
congesting civil courts through spe-
cialised, time-bound dispute resolution
of complex commercial cases offers a
direct parallel: mentally ill undertrial
prisoners face similarly niche, high-
stake disputes involving psychiatric
complexity and constitutional rights,
which regular courts handle ineffi-
ciently. A specialised mental health tri-
bunal system could thus expedite reso-
lutions via clear timelines, expert
input, and focused case handling, pre-
cisely as the Arbitration and Concilia-
tion Act, 1996, achieved for arbitration.
© Time-bound Processes: Section 29A of the Ar-
bitration and Conciliation Act, 1996, mandates arbl
tral ithin 12 months of pleadi

tion, inspiring analogous strict timelines for
mentally ll prisoners. Once diagnosed, psychiatric
evaluation must occur within 30 days, fitness deter-
mination in 60 days, and trial commencement with
accommodations o transfer to care facilties within
90 days where these proposed limits, absent from
BNSS but akin to Mental Healthcare Act's 3/7/21 day
review periods, would be judicially enforced.

.

India needs a standardised, validated mental health

screening for all prisoners within 24 hours of admis-

sion —currently absent from law — mirroring arbi-

tration's documentation mandates to detect the

full spectrum of mental health conditions. Detailed

standards must define environmental, procedural,
an

and enforcement.
Legal frameworks madequately inte-

during interrogation, trial, and detention. A spe-
cnallsed Mental Health 0versnghk Committee would

grate modern psychiatric k
focusing primarily on psychotic disor-
ders that render an individual unfit for
trial, while overlooking subtler condi-
tions such as depression, anxiety, and
PTSD that can impair trial competency
without eliminating it. They invoke
“reasonable accommodations” for
mentally ill prisoners but offer no prac-
tical guidance — such as modifying in-
terrogation rooms, adapting court pro-
cedures, or adjusting communication
— leaving decisions to ad hoc discre-
tion and inconsistent rights protection.

Prison Statistics India (2022) shows
unfilled psychologist/psychiatrist
Pposts across States; prisons lack
uniform screening, resulting in
detection that varies by facility; and
under the Mental Healthcare Act,
short- and long-stay homes for
recovered prisoners largely remain
non-functional, leaving many trapped
in prisons or asylums.

Enforcement remains the third criti-
cal gap in protecting these prisoners.
Judicial officers, lacking psychiatric
training, often substitute personal
judgment for expert medical opinion
when assessing fitness to stand trial,
while legal aid counsel without spe-
cialised preparation in mental health
advocacy fail to secure necessary ac-

ot rchall | 1

detention. Most alarmingly, coordina-
tion breakdowns among prisons, men-
tal health facilities, magistrates’ courts,
and state departments ensure that even
when individual elements operate cor-
rectly, the system fails.

detentions,

and enf paralleling i

bitration’s quality control.

» Capacity building & coordination: States
should fill prison psychiatrist and psychologist va-
cancies, expand their roles, and invest in forensic
psychiatry through medical college partnevshlps

and mirroring sy
ofarbﬂratov ining and arbit
ial officers and legal aid Ineed

tory training in mental health law, assessment in-
terpretation, and client advucacy Formal prolocols
with timelines, liai

would ensure mental illness triggers action, like in-
stitutional arbitration's case management.

A Test of Justice
The treatment of mentally ill undertrial
prisoners represents a fundamental test
of India’s commitment to human dig-
nity and equality before law. Their pro-
longed detention without trial, care, or
treatment violates the most basic prin-
ciples enshrined in the Constitution.
The legal framework is already in
place. What is lacking is the political
will to translate paper promises into
lived reality. Until that happens, thou-
sands of people with mental illness will
continue to languish in prisons and
mental health facilities denied justice
and hope, and stripped of dignity. The
question is not whether India knows
what must be done, but whether it will
muster the commitment to do it.

(Divya Sridhar is Assistant Professor,
Jindal Global Law School. Shashank
Shekhar is Assistant Professor,

Lloyd Law College )

Letters to the

Congressisation of the BJP

Blatant disrespect

\_ Editor '7}
Unacceptable

The Governor of Tamil Nadu's
refusal to read the customary
address in the Assembly is an
open defiance of constitu-
tional duty. The is

The BJP, which routinely attacks the Congress over dynastic politics and
its method of appointing leaders to top party posts has ended up domg

Tamil Nadu Governor RN Ravi has once
again walked out of the House, refusing to

the same. The appointment of Nitin Nabin — d as a gi

worker despite his dynastic background — as working president,
followed by a so-called election process, was nothing but a farce. Now,
with the Prime Minister accompanying him to assume the party
president’s chair and publicly projecting him as the “boss,"” the spectacle
borders on the absurd. Everyone knows who actually runs the BJP. The
entire exercise reeks of Congressisation of a party that once claimed to
be fund: ly different.

not entitled to veto the
elected government's ad-
dress. Such conduct amounts
to needless obstruction and
reflects a disregard for demo-
cratic norms, By politicising a
ceremonial constitutional

N NAGARAJAN, secunderabad

‘Crorepati beggar’

This refers to a news article about a beggar in Indore who accumulated
wealth worth crores of rupees through begging. Authorities were aston-
|shed to dlscover that this so-called “crorepatl beggar” owned three

th 3

function, the has
undermined the dignity of the
office and the authority of the
legislature. Constitutional po-
sitions demand neutrality and
restraint, not public defiance
of the people's mandate.
NAGARAJAMANI MV,
‘Secunderabad

g a governr auto-r

and a car. Even more surprising was the revelation that he lent money to
people and earned income through interest. On one hand, his ability to
find a means of livelihood and accumulate wealth solely through begging
presents a inating case study for ists. On the other hand, the
fact that he received government aid despite his substantial assets raises
serious questions about the diligence of authorities. Were proper back-
ground checks conducted before extending such support?

M PRADYU, Kannur

Write to us at letters@telanganatoday.com

read the y Governor's address,
thereby violating Article 176 of the Consti-
tution, which mandates that Governors read
the speech prepared by the State govern-
ment verbatim by the Governors. Delivering
the customary address at the first session
of the House in the New Year is one of the
very few duties a Governor is expected to
perform, while enjoying all the luxuries at
the cost of the state exchequer. When an
ordinary citizen disrespects the Constitu-
tion, is he not branded anti-national and
punished? Why then no action has been ini-
tiated against him by the BJP government,
which boasts of being a true nationalists?
Should not the same rule apply to Governor
Ravi also? Further, when Governors refuse
to give due respect to the august Houses of
the Assemblies and fail to perform their
constitutional duties, Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister MK Stalin is justified in seeking an
amendment to the Constitution to do away
with Governors' addresses.

THARCIUS S FERNANDO, chennai

|_Indiain the |
" hotspot

W The Straits Times

India is cornered by China’s lock on tech

1n 2025, India's richest tycoon had Washington breathing down his neck. In
2026, Beijing is giving him a hard time. Now that Mr Mukesh Ambani's refinery is
pivoting away from buying Russian oil, the energy czar has a new worry: China's

curbs on technology transfers.

W Bloomberg

EU sees ‘historic’ India trade pact

The European Union and India are nearing a “historic” trade agreement, the
bloc’s chief said, as both sides look to strengthen ties and bolster their
economies in the face of rising tariff threats from US President Donald Trump.
Negotiations on the FTA have been ongoing for almost two decades.

B The Kathmandu Post

Japan, India agree on Quad’s importance

The Japanese and Indian foreign ministers agreed on the importance that coop-
eration among Quad members is important. Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi
and his Indian counterpart Subrahmanyam Jaishankar also shared concerns
about the coercive measures taken by certain countries.
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India’s Diplomatic
Success: 9 Agreements
Signed with the United

Arab Emirates

he UAE (United Arab Emirates) holds a sig-
nificant position among the world’s Islamic
countries. On Monday, India achieved a major
diplomatic success by signing a total of nine
agreements with the UAE, including those rela-
ted to defense and trade. UAE President Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed arrived in India at 4:30 PM on Monday. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi broke all protocol and personally
greeted him with a hug, saying, “I have come to receive my
brother.” Zayed stayed in India for three and a half hours on
Monday. During this time, nine agreements were finalized
between India and the UAE. The goal is to double trade,
meaning that if trade between the two countries is currently
$100 hillion, it will be increased to $200 billion. As a gift,
Modi presented President Zayed with a carved swing from
Gujarat and a Pashmina shawl.
For the President’s mother, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
gifted a Pashmina shawl and Kashmiri saffron in a silver
box. The intention was to strengthen relations with the
UAE. Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri stated that there
will now be several trade and investment initiatives with
the UAE. These include India Mart, a virtual trade corridor,
and the India-Africa SETU. UAE companies DP World and
First Abu Dhabi have been given permission to operate in
Gujarat. Both countries decided to work on the interconnec-
tion of their national payment platforms. The decision was
made not only to increase trade but also to jointly combat
terrorism. The situation in the Middle East is currently very
unstable. There is an ongoing conflict between Iran and
the US. Tensions are rising between the UAE and Yemen.
The situation in Gaza is also troubling. In this situation, the
agreements between India and the UAE are very important
because they also include a 10-year agreement at the level
of petroleum companies in India. The UAE is a very rich
region in terms of crude oil. The US has adopted a very
striet stance on buying oil from Russia. Four months ago,
an agreement was signed between Pakistan and the UAE,
and now a defense partnership has been established with
India, which is significant. In this defense partnership, both
countries will cooperate in the defense lndustry Fhe y \v1]l
develop modern technology, provide cyber securi
and work hand-in-hand in counter-terrorism acti
agreement can be considered an achievement. Pakistan is a
country that supports terrorism, while the UAE and India
are signing an agreement to cooperate against terrorism.
Both countries have decided to increase cooperation in the
nuclear energy sector. Now, the UAE will also sell five lakh
metric tons of LNG to India. The UAE will also invest in
the international airport and port in Dholera, Gujarat. A
new beginning has been made in India-UAE relations. We
are calling the India-UAE agreements important because,
before this, Pakistan was trying to increase its influence in
the Islamic world by forging close ties with the UAE. India
is a huge market with a population of 1.42 billion people
and cannot be ignored. Why would the UAE limit its deve-
lopment and investment and only embrace Pakistan? The
agreements between India and the UAE clearly show that
religious narrow-mindedness has no place on the path to
progress. India’s approach to strengthening relations with
Middle Eastern countries is clear because these countries
have oil reserves, and India imports 85 percent of its oil
requirements. A multilateral agreement between India and
a large and prosperous country in the Middle East is very

significant.

_Abhishek Vij

[llegal Mining in Border
Areas is Dangerous for
the Country

he Punjab and Haryana High Court has termed
illegal mining by the mining mafia in the bor-
der area a serious matter. They have sought
a response from the Deputy Commissioner of
Pathankot. The petition alleges that relatives
and associates of a senior IPS officer are involved in this
lllegwl mining. The High Court clearly stated that illegal
mining in the border area is a serious issue from the per-
spective of both national security and the envir nment. 1t
cannot be ignored. The Deputy Commissioner of Pathankot
has been ordered to file a detailed response,
Karan Singh, a farmer from Chak Kaushaliya in Narot
Jaimal Singh, had filed the petition, and the High Court
has termed the involvement of such individuals in mining
a serious matter. The court said that it has already stated
that mining on the country’s border is a threat to the nation.
This observation was made earlier in response to a petition
by Gurbir Singh Pannu. The reason is cle
also acknowledges that illegal mining can facilitate infil-
tration in the border area and increase smuggling. Mining
creates a lot of noise and leaves behind large pits, and infil-
trators can take advantage of this situation to enter the
countryThe petition stated that the land where the mining
is taking place is the property of the Central Government
and under the control of the BSE. This area is located on
the banks of the Ravi River. This area is str: ategic‘ﬂ]v very
important. Private encroachment and commercial mining
activities here pose a very serious threat to Indi
The allegation is that while work on the land is pr ohibited,
large-scale illegal mining is being carried out through illegal
encroachment. Some officials and stone erusher operators
are colluding in thisThey have created fake land records
and manipulated revenue records by showing undivided
government land as private land. This is undoubtedly tan-
tamount to compromising Indi: >curity. Making it easier
for infiltrators to enter the country for the sake of making
money falls under the category of treason.
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New year, new momentum: Modi’s
2029 reforms power India’s next leap

—_—
Shri Piyush Goyal
Union Minister for Commerce
and Industry

he New Year brings
renewed confidence
and optimism to
India’s commerce
and industry lands-
cape. Decisive steps taken in
2025 are poised to accelerate
trade and investment, expand
global market access for small
businesses and startups, create
employment, and further Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s mis-
sion of promoting ease of living
for every citizen.A major initi-
ative of the Modi government
has been to promote startups.
Today, India has over 2 lakh
government-recognized star-
tups. As the PM said on the 10th
anniversary of Startup India, our
startups are providing solutions
to various problems and helping
Indian economy become resilient
and self-reliant.
Support for startups is a part
of the Modi government’s wider
strategy of accelerating econo-
mic growth to create jobs and
improve the lives of every citizen,
particularly the poor.
2025 was a landmark year in
the transformative journey that
India has been on since 2014
under the decisive leadership of
Prime Minister Modi. Through
bold decisions and game-chan-
ging reforms, our government
has reshaped the business
environment while ensuring
that every policy contributes to
improving the lives of citizens,
especially the poorest of the
poor. India is now the focus of
global attention and recognized
as a reliable and trusted partner.
India’s total exports rose by 6
per cent to a record USD 825.25
billion in 202 , maintaining
growth momentum despite
global uncertainty. To further
support exporters, the govern-
ment announced a Rs 25,060
crore Export Promotion Mission.
Jan Vishwas and Ease of
Doing Business
The Repealing and Amendment

Act, 2025 eliminated 71 obsolete
statutes, some dating back to
1886. Under the Jan Vishwas ini-
tiative, the Modi government has
removed criminal provisions for
numerous minor offences. These
reforms enhance governance,
promote ease of doing business,
and ensure India’s legal frame-
work keeps pace with a modern
economy. This process will con-
tinue with hundreds of such
provisions under review for more
reforms this year.

During last year’s Monsoon Ses-
sion of Parliament, five landmark
bills related to shipping and ports
were passed. These laws simplify
documentation, ease dispute
resolution, and significantly
reduce logistics costs. On the
commerce front, the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade has
proactively supported exporters
through transparent, facilitative
policies that enhance ease of
doing business.

These initiatives are unshack-

During last year’s
Monsoon Session
of Parliament, five
landmark bills related to
shipping and ports were
passed.

ling the entrepreneurial spirit of
our traders, small businessmen
and startups, who can now focus
on their work instead of wor-
rying about tedious compliance
requirements and fear of impris-
onment for some small violation.
FTAs and ‘Local for Global'
A guiding principle of India's
trade and investment strategy
has been to champion local
entrepreneurs, particularly small
businesses, start-ups, farmers,
and artisans; and empower them
to succeed globally. In pursuit of
this vision, India concluded three

Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)
last year, providing Indian goods
duty-free access to the developed
markets of the UK, New Zealand,
and Oman,
The FTAs are also part of the
reform process. Earlier, the UPA
government had recklessly sig-
ned deals with countries that
competed with India globally,
ignoring national interest. The
Modi government has correctly
prioritised FTAs with developed
countries and signed win-win
deals.
These FTAs will accelerate job
creation, boost investment, and
unlock transformative oppor-
tunities for small businesses,
students, women, farmers,
and youth across India. Each
agreement was negotiated after
extensive stakeholder consultati-
ons, ensuring balanced outcomes
and genuine win-win engagement
with the developed world.
Safeguarding India’s Interests
In addition to these agreements,
the FTA with the European Free
Trade Association comprising
Switzerland, Norway, Iceland,
and Liechtenstein, which was
signed in 2024, has been ope-
rationalised. A common theme
across all FTAs is protection
of India’s agriculture and dairy
sectors, including in agreements
with major global dairy expor-
ters such as New Zealand and
Australia.
Through these trade agreements,
Indian exports benefit from
immediate or ldpld tariff elimi-
nation, while Indi
opening remai
gradual. New Zealand has com-
mitted SUSD 20 billion in foreign
direct investment over the next
15 years, reflecting the innova-
tive investment-linked provisions
pioneered in India's FTA with
the EFTA countries. This invest-
ment will support agriculture,
dairy, MSMES, education, sports,
and youth development, ensu-
ring broad-based and inclusive
growth.

India: A Global Investment

Destination

Over the past 11 financial years
up to 2024-25, India attracted
USD 748 billion in foreign direct
investment—around two-and-
a-half times the USD 308 billion
received during the preceding 11

ignificant given that the
Modi government inherited a mis-
managed economy once labelled

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

‘ Kindness is never wasted; it quietly returns in ways we may not immediately see
-Leo Tolstoy

Rule of law

he Gita is about maintaining harmony wit-
hin the inner world while the law is about
maintaining order in the outer world. Any
karma has two parts; one is the intent and

the other

tions are entir

such thinking or intention.

Gita says, be aware of karma when it is at the intention
stage as we don 't have any control once it goes to exe-
imilar to the saying that we can shape the
1l youngWhile the focus of the law is
on execution, contemporary moral literature encoura-
ges us to have noble intentions, But Gita exhorts us to
transcend beyond intentions. When intention- good or
bad- meets with success or failure, it trigger
grow stronger or internal tension
builds up like lava. Nelthel situation is desirable as they
take us away from the eternal state of our inner selfThe
solution is to observe our intentions so that we can trans-
cend them to reach the eternal state of our inner self.

cution. It's
tree when it is

Either ahankaar m:

Printed at Dair
Jalandhar, Punj

execution. In the words of law,
they are called, using Latin words, mens rea and actus
reus, respectively, in the context of erime.

For example, a surgeon and a murderer both plunge a
knife into someone’s stomach. The surgeon’s intention
is to save/cure, but the murderer intends to damage/
kill. Death can occur in both situations, but their inten-
ly opposite. Gita is eternal whereas law
is situational. Driving on the left side of the road is legal
in one country and may be an offence in another. Law is
black and white, but not life which has many grey areas.
The Gita can help us navigate these diffi
very comfortable as long as we perform actions which
are within the defined parameters of the law of the land.
For example, when we pay taxes (actus reus), the law is
not concerned about whether it was done with pleasure
or pain (mens rea). If someone is thinking of committing
a crime, the law would be helpless to stop that thinking.
On the other hand, as per the Gita, we should drop even

ilties.Law is

reaction.

avera News and Media Netwok, S-9 Industrial Area,
jab -144004. *Editor-Abhishek Vij

epaper.thesaveratimes.in

n the Gita, Lord Kri
you are your own friend and
you are your own foe. The fol-
lowing story of the trapped
monkey illustrates it well.
Some nuts are kept in an earthen
pot with a narrow mouth (surahi)
in which the monkey’s hand barely
fits. The monkey inserts its hand
by squeezing through the mouth of
the pot and grabs a fistful of nuts.
As the fist is full, its size increa-
ses and so it can’t come out of the
pot. The monkey makes all sorts
of efforts to get the closed fist out
of the pot. It keeps thinking that
someone has laid a trap for it but
fails to realise that the trap was
set by itself. No amount of expla-
nation would convince the monkey
to let go of these nuts, instead, it
would think that we are trying to
grab them.
From the outside, it seems quite
simple that it has to drop a couple
of nuts to loosen the fist so that its
hand comes out. But it is a chal-
lenge to realise this simple fact
especially when we are trapped.
In life, we encounter so many simi-
lar traps. Those nuts are nothing
but I, Me, My and Mine; ahankaar

as one of the world’s “Fragile
Five” During the UPA era, repe-
ated economic sethacks had led
developed countries to disen-
gage from trade talks with India.
Through focused, corruption-free
governance, bold reforms and fis-
cal discipline, PM Modi restored
confidence in the Indian economy,
elevating India’s stature as a pre-
ferred destination for trade and
investment.
Reforms to help the poor. India
closed 2025 on a high note, beco-
ming the world’s fourth-largest
economy by overtaking Japan,
and is firmly on track to surpass
Germany. Importantly, unlike the
UPA era, economic gains have
reached the poorest, particularly
in rural India.
To increase the benefits for
workers, The Modi government
has undertaken historic labour
reforms, mergin fragmen-
ted laws into four modern codes.
The focus is on fair wages, timely
payments, social security and
safety. They will also ensure gre-
ater female participation in the
workforce. Every Indian citizen
has gained from the GST reforms
that have created a clean two-
slab structure. This will ease the
burden on households, MSMEs,
farmers and labour-intensive
sectors.

The Road Ahead
The year 2025 was one of brid-
ge-| bulldmcr between domestic
enterprise .md global demand;
between policy reform and digi-
tal empowerment; and between
emerging small businesses and
international markets.
There is much more excitement
ahead, A panel led by Niti Aayog
member Rajiv Gauba is studying
a wide spectrum of reforms. This
will further accelerate PM Modi's
Reform Express. As India moves
forward, it has a clear vision to
build a Viksit Bharat through
competitive trade, innovative
industry, and a resilient economy
that is confident and self-reliant.
The success of India’s exporters,
manufacturers, farmers, and ser-
vice providers is the success of
the nation itself.India is not just
prepar ing for the future. It is sha-
ping it. With decisive leadership,
bold reforms, and a clear global
strategy, the country’s ambition is
backed by action. As India trades,
builds, innovates and engages with
the world, it does so on its own
terms as strong, self-reliant, and
trusted country.

=

|dentifying friend
and enemy

shna says

binds our hands to them. The Gita
repeatedly tells us, in so many
ways, to let go of ahankaar so that
we are free of these traps, thus
leading to ultimate freedom.
Krishna says, “Let man lift him-
self by himself, let him not lower
himself; his self alone is his
bandhu (friend/relative), his self
alone is his enemy” (6.5). Once
we befriend ourselves, the natu-
ral consequence is that the entire
world becomes our friend as we
shed prejudices and judgements.
Resultantly, we become friends
with the entire world.

Responsible for the selection and editing of all the news

I published in this

ue under the PRB Act and all disputes

arising out of them will be subject to the Jalandhar Court

e o



The Savera Times

Thursday | 2:

2 January 2026

OPED

07

Integrated governance driving
India’s infrastructure at scale

Vinayak Pai
Chairman of Confederation of Indian
Industry (CIf) Maharashtra and
Chairman of the National committee of
Roads & Highways

ver the last

decade, India's

infrastructure

landscape has

undergone a
structural transformation
one that extends well bey-
ond asset creation to the
very architecture of gover-
nance and deliv What
distinguishes this phase
from earlier cycles is not
only the scale of investment
or the pace of execution, but
the emergence of a coherent,
outcome- driven system that
aligns policy intent, federal
cooperation, and on-ground
implementation. Today,
India is decisively transiti-
oning to a platform-based
governance model one that
treats infrastructure as an
integrated national system
rather than a collection of

standalone projects. Scale
Enabled by Systems, Not
Silos

The expansion of the Natio-
nal Highway network from
approximately 91,000 km
in 2014 to over 1.46 lakh km
in 2024 is a visible manifes-
tation of this shift. Equally

As aresult, large
and technically
challenging projects
once vulnerable to
prolonged inertia are
now progressing with
predictability and
discipline.
——————————
significant is the increase
in construction velocity,

from around 12 km per
day to over 34 km per day.
This acceleration is often
cited as a technical achieve-
ment. In reality, it is about
synchronis
of projects seamles
reflects a s
constraints are anticipa-
ted and timely resolution is
empowered. From a public
policy perspective, faster
delivery directly translates
into earlier socio-economic
returnsconnecting hinter-
lands to markets, enabling
access to healthcare and
education, and strengthe-
ning disaster response and
national resilience. It also
plays a key role in industrial
growth by reducing logistic
cost.

Institutionalising
Accountability: From
Review to Resolution

A defining feature of
this decade has been the
institutionalisation of time-
bound accountability. The
introduction of PRAGATI
(Pro-Active Governance and
Timely

Implementation) marked a
critical inflection point in
how complex, inter-minis-
terial projects are governed.
The most important policy
signal here is cultural: delays
are no longer normalised,

and ownership is clearly
assigned. As a result, large
and technically challenging
projects once vulnerable to
prolon, inertia are now
progressing with predictabi-
lity and ipline. Another
itical shift has been the
strengthening of cooperative
federalism in infrastructure
delivery. Regular, structu-
red engagement between
the Centre and States has
transformed the execution
environment, particularly
for projects that cut across
jurisdictions. This model
respects constitutional
roles while ensuring align-
ment on national priorities.
States are no longer pas-
sive recipients of centrally
sponsored projects, but
active partners in planning,
execution, and outcome
management. The result
is faster consensus-buil-
ding, reduced litigation, and
smoother implementation
on the ground. From an
industry standpoint, this
predutabl ignificantly
lowers execution risk. From
a policy standpoint, it rein-
forces trust in India’s federal
delivery capacity.
Multi-Modal Planning:

From Assets to Networks
India’s infrastructure
strategy is also evolving

from connectivity to com-
petitiveness. Roads are
increasingly planned not
as endpoints, but as ena-
blers within a broader
logistics and mobility eco-
system. The integration of
highways with rail, ports,
airports, and urban trans-
portsupported by national
planning frameworks such
as GatiShakti is beginning
to address one of India’s
long-standing structural
challenges: high logistics
costs. For policymakers, this
shift underscores an impor-
tant lesson: infrastructure
efficiency is not determined
by asset quality alone, but
by inter-asset coordination.
Integrated planning
reduces duplicati
mises public cap
improves the utilisation
of national assets. The
Confidence Dividend for
Investment and Industry.
Clear policy intent, fast
decision eycles, and visi-
ble execution momentum
have reshaped investor
perceptions. Infrastructure
in India is increasingly vie-
wed as a stable, long-term
investment opportunity
supported by institutional
continuity and administra-
tive resolve. For the EPC
industry, this environment

enables deeper investment
in technology, mechanisa-
tion, safety systems, and
skill development. It allows
companies to plan for scale
with confidence, rather than
hedge for uncertainty.
Policy Priorities for the
Next Phase

As India enters the next
phase of infrastructure
expansion, the policy focus
must shift from volume
to value. Key priorities
include: High focus on front
end planning and quality
DPRs Lifecycle-based pro-
ject planning;, incorporating
sustainability and resilience
from early design to opera-
tion Digital governance and
data integration to further
compress decision timelines.
Capacity building at State and
local levels to sustain execu-
tion quality using technology
Risk-sharing frameworks that
balance speed with financial
prudence Skill development
across life cycle. India's infra-
structure journey is no longer
constrained by intent or capa-
bility. The task ahead is to
deepen these systems, pro-
tect institutional continuity,
and ensure that infrastruc-
ture continues to serve as
a foundation for inclusive,
competitive, and resilient
growth.

How renewable energy push quietly
transformlng everyday lives

cross India, a qulel
transformation is
underway—one
powered not by
noise or specta-
cle, but by sunlight, wind, and
local innovation. From rooftops
in small towns to solar parks
stretching across arid lands-
capes, renewable energy is
increasingly shaping how mil-
lions of Indians live, work, and
dream about the future.
Over the last decade, India has
emerged as one of the world’s
fastest-growing renewable
energy markets. Solar panels
that were once rare sights are
now common on schools, health
centres, railway stations, and
homes. Wind turbines rotate
steadily across coastal belts

and hilltops, producing clean
electricity while coexisting with
agriculture and grazing land.

remarkable is not just the scale,
but the human impact behind it.
In rural areas, solar-powered
irrigation pumps are changing
farming routines. Farmers
who once depended on erra-
tie electricity schedules now
water their fields during day-

light hours, reducing costs and
improving crop planning. Many
report having more predictable
harvests and better control over
their time. Solar eold storage
units are also helping reduce
post-harvest losses, allowing
farmers to store produce longer
and access better markets.
In urban India, rooftop solar
msla]]dlmn: are lowering elec-
¢ bills for middle- and
income households.
Housing societies that invest
in shared solar systems often
redirect savings toward main-
tenance, green spaces, or
community services. For many
families, renewable energy is
no longer an abstract climate
solution it is a practical house-
hold benefit. The employment
potential of this is equally
significant. India’s renewable
sector is creating jobs across

skill levels—f{rom engineers and
project managers to technicians,
electricians, and local installers.
Training programmes run by
public institutions and private
firms are equipping young
people with skills tailored to
clean-energy infrastructure. For
many first-generation workers,
these jobs offer stability, dignity,
and a sense of participating in a
future-facing industry.

Women, too, are finding new
opportunities. In several sta-
tes, women-led self-help groups
manage solar micro-grids,
handle maintenance, and col-
lect usage fees. These initiatives
are not only improving energy
access but also strengthening
women’s leadership at the com-
ity level.

renewable expansion is
also encouraging innovation.
Startups are developing affor-
dable solar appliances, battery
storage solutions, and energy-ef-
ficient cooling systems suited to
Indian climates. These technolo-
gies are being designed locally,
for local needs, and increasingly
exported to other developing
countries facing similar chal-
lenges.

The rise of small-scale entrepreneurs
powering local economies

cross India’s towns and neighbour-
hoods, small-scale entrepreneurs
are redefining what economic
growth looks like. From home-ba-
sed food busin
manufacturing units and digital service pro-
viders, these enterprises are proving that
innovation does not always require large capital
only determination, creativity, and community

support.
Small busine:

local economies.

One of the most powertul aspects of small entre-
is employment generation. Even
esses often support multiple fami-
lies, directly or indirectly. As enterprises grow,
they create opportunities for apprenticeships
and skill-building, particularly for youth who pre-
fer to work close to homeWomen entrepreneurs
are playing an inereasingly visible role. Many are
running enterprises from their homes, balancing
work with family responsibilities. Support net-
works, self-help groups, and digital marketplaces
are enabling women to access training, credit,
and customers. Their success is reshaping
perceptions of leadership and economic partici-

preneurshi;
modest bs

pation. Technology has lowered entry barriers

es often emerge from everyday
needs. A tailor expanding into custom design, a
farmer processing produce into packaged goods,
or a local mechanic offering mobile repair ser-
vices—each represents a practical response to
local demand. These enterprises keep money
circulating within communities

es to local

, strengthening

allo

ducing new products, improving quality,
refining services.

significantly. Smartphones, digital payments,
and social media marketing allow entrepreneurs
to reach customers heyond their immediate neig-
hbourhoods. A eraftsperson in a small town can
now sell products nationwide, while service pro-
viders use me:
and payments efficient],
Government and institutional support has also
contributed to this growth. Skill development
programmes, simplified registration processes,
and access to microfinance have helped many
entrepreneurs formalise and expand their ope-
rations. Business incubation centry
trade fairs provide platforms for visibility and
networkingWhat makes small-scale enterpri-
ses resilient is their adaptability. Entrepreneurs
respond quickly to customer feedback, seasonal
changes, and shifting preferences. This flexibility
them to innovate continuously intro-

sing apps to manage bookings

and local

and

Responsible Nations Index: India's Leadership in the Global Shift of Power

or a long time, India
has been ranked
poorly in the globally
dominant indices.
These indices are
based on perceptions and
expert opinions, which tend to
create a narrative of "demo-
cratic decline” in India. But
this narrative does not quite
fit the reality on the ground, as
evidenced by a number of deve-
lopments.
These 1zmkmgs tend to dis-
regard the size, diversity, and
federal nature of the Indmn
state. They fail to notice the
progri made in terms of
increasing polling percentages,
stantial improvements in
rural infrastructure, the wide-
ning reach of social security
programs of the central and
state governments, the rapid
inclusion of Indians in the digi-
tal revolution, and the efforts
made for social equality. Thus,
there is a definite chasm bet-
ween reality and international

@
L

perceptions.Instead, India has
started to question the frame-
works themselves on which
governance, democracy, and
the responsibility of nations are
judged. It is in this background
that the concept of the Res-
ponsible Nations Index (RNT)
has been introduced. The RNI
provides a transparent and
objective alternative to the
perception-hased judgments
imposed on nations.

The intellectual underpinning
for this paradigm shift was esta-
blished in 2022, when economist
Sanjeev Sanyal questioned the
validity and process of these
"perception indices" that are
used to judge countries like
India. He argued that most of
these perception indices are
based on small, non-transpa-
rent expert surveys, ambiguous
questions, outdated data, and
selective media reporting.
This has led to the consistent
downgrading of India since
2014, despite the lack of hard

facts on voter turnout, the
political representation of
minorities, and the delivery of
welfare schemes.

Sanyal has also pointed out the
fallacies in the comparisons
that are embedded in these
rankings, where India is ranked
lower than smaller countries
with dubious or no demoera-
tic eredentials. This is because
large democracies are penali-
zed for their complexity. More
importantly, Sanyal has mgued
that such subjectiv
are not merely harml
affect World Bank
sovereign ratings, ESG invest-
ments, and international media
cover: which have direct
economic implications for India.
The point was clear: rather
than continuing to dispute pro-
blematic rankings, India should
take on the problem of Western
hegemony in global benchmar-
king by developing its own
responsible and data-driven
indices. This vision became a

reality on 19 January 2026,
when India launched the Res-
ponsible Nations Index, the
world's first such index, deve-
loped by India and the Global
South.

The index was created by the
World Intellectual Foundation
in partnership with Jawaharlal
Nehru University, [IM Mumbai,
and the Dr Ambedkar Interna-
tional Centre. The index was
launched in New Delhi by for-
mer Indian President Ram Nath
Kovind, who said that the index
is a new approach to the de
tion of national responsibili
terms of ethics, accountability,
and inclusive growth.

With the emph:
sibility rather than the abstract
concept of power, the index not
only defies the rankings con-
trolled by the West but also
reflects the increasing confi-
dence of Indian institutions
as norm-setters in the global
arena. The importance of this
initiative extends far beyond the

oo o
epaper.thesaveratimes.in

boundaries of India. For Afric
Latin America, Southeast As
and West Asia, the index offer
credible alternative to the Wes-
tern narrative.
Crucially, this transformation
is not adversarial. By doing
so in a low-key manner, India
can gradually decrease reli-
ance on Western systems and
help create a more pluralistic
and balanced international
order. In terms of diplomacy,
the Responsible Nations
Index is a strategic instru-
ment that offsets the effects
of perception-driven results
on investment patterns, credit
ratings, ESG scores, and press
coverage through system:
and verifiable dataThis ini
ative further cements India’s
position as a leader in the Glo-
bal South and is very much in
line with its overall agenda that
was articulated at the G20 sum-
mit, specifically on the issue of
ethical responsibility and deve-
lopment. On a more profound

ic

level, the launch of the Respon-
sible Nations Index represents a
shift from a phase of India being
judged by others to a phase of
India itself playing a role in
shaping the global agenda.
This change also paves the
way for future global indices
led by India in the realms of
digital governance, infrastruc-
ture sustainability, innovation,
inclusiveness, and soft power.
This is because a world that
celebrates diversity cannot
be captured thr oug,h
Western perspective.
end, the Responsible Nations
Index is more than a gesture
of goodwill. It is a strategic
soft power move, showing the
world how India has turned a
long-held criticism into buil-
ding an institution that shapes
the global discourse. India has
moved from being ranked to
setting the agenda, and it has
entered the agenda-setting role
of global governance based on
ethics, sustainability, and equity.

+
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Noida horror

Techie’s death lays bare systemic rot

RIMINAL negligence, dereliction of duty,

administrative apathy — no matter which

term is used, the death of 27-year-old software

engineer Yuvraj Mehta in Noida disturbingly

shows how an entire system can fail a citizen.
Yuvraj died after his car skidded in dense fog, broke a
drain boundary and fell into a deep, waterlogged pit dug
for the basement of an under-construction commercial
complex. Satellite images show that the pit lay exposed
and unsecured for years— right beside a fully developed
road. This glaring death trap nearly cost a truck driver his
life a fewweeks ago. Thatincident should have roused the
authorities from slumber, but it didn’t. Neither barricades
nor warning signage were installed at the spot.

No less tragic is the fact that the rescue operation
was woefully mishandled. For around 90 minutes, the
techie frantically pleaded for help. However, the police
and rescue personnel were just not equal to the task. A
shocking lack of urgency was witnessed even when a
life hung in the balance; the inadequacy of the emer-
gency response system was thoroughly exposed.
What's more, a key witness has alleged that police offi-
cials made him record his statement from a script giv-
en by them and told him to avoid the media for a while.

The quick arrests, suspensions, transfer of the Noida
Authority CEO and setting up of a Special Investigation
Team are necessary steps, but will they make a difference
on the ground? Too often, accountability in such cases
ends with symbolic action, while the deeper rot — poor
urban planning, lax enforcement and blurred lines of
responsibility between public authorities and private
developers — remains untouched. Yuvraj's death should
become a turning point, not justanother statisticina coun-
try where around 500 people die in road mishaps every
day. Justice in his case must not be confined to punish-
‘ment— it should mean fixing the pathetic system. Other-
wise, the next death won't be a matter of if, but when.

Meritin the dock

Paper leak allegations expose fault lines

HE decision to ask the Vigilance Bureau to

probe allegations of a paper leak in a recent

Punjab government recruitment exam in

which five toppers hailed from Bathinda is

welcome, especially at a time when employ-
ment opportunities are scarce and competition is fierce.
The red flags were hard to ignore. Five of the highest
scorers in a Group-B examination came from the same
district, many of them closely related, with near-perfect
scores in an exam taken by nearly one lakh candidates.
Complaints pointing to possible lapses in question paper
handling compelled the Punjab Subordinate Services
Selection Board to act. No guilt has been established,
and the probe must be allowed to run its course. Yet the
unease surrounding the episode is undeniable.

That unease is rooted in Punjab’s deepening unem-
ployment crisis. With agriculture no longer absorbing
surplus labour and private industry failing to expand at
scale, government jobs have become the last secure
refuge for many young Punjabis. Youth unemployment
remains well above the national average, turning every
recruitment notification into a high-stakes contest.
Compounding the problem is the nature of public
recruitment itself. Government jobs are advertised
after long, unpredictable gaps and when notifications
finally appear, the number of posts is small. Entire
cohorts compete together. Many candidates cross the
upper age limit while waiting and become ineligible not
due to lack of merit, but administrative delay.

In such a landscape, even the perception of unfair-
ness is corrosive. Allegations of paper leaks deepen cyn-
icism and erode confidence in institutions meant to
uphold merit. Investigations are essential, but they
address only the symptom. The deeper cure lies in pre-
dictable recruitment calendars and sustained job cre-
ation beyond government employment. Until Punjab
widens the funnel of opportunity, suspicion will persist
and trust will remain the first casualty.
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The lengthening shadows

India must pay far greater attention to its security and strategic alliances

GURBACHAN JAGAT
FORMER GOVERNOR, MANIPUR,
AND EX-DGP, J&K

visit of the UAE

sident to New Del-

hi and his talks with

our PMare likea fresh

wind blowing after the

frosty climate that has been pre-
vailing in our neighbourhood.
Now one looks forward to the
“mother of all deals” being
finalised with the European
Union (EU), hopefully by Repub-
lic Day, giving an impetus to our

[

KASHMIR : Backed by China, Pakistan is always on the lookout foran opportunity to change the status quo. REUTERS

two-way trade with China
amounts to more than $150 bil-

relations with the EU. lion; Pakistan-China trade is $15-
The need for expanding bilater- 20 billion. But they have the
altiesand freetrade agreementsis ~ CPEC(China-Pakistan Economic
becoming even more important, Corridor), which is the gateway to
considering the transitiontoanew  the Chinese Belt and Road Initia-
world order that we arewitnessing.  tive (BRI) to the Middle East and
The US has increasingly become  Europe through the Gwadar port.
ionist and  chall i The Shak valley (in PoK),

much that was a given in theold ~ which was ceded by Pakistan to
order. Canadian Prime Minister the Chinese (which we dispute),
Mark Carney saidas much during ~ and through which a branch of
his recent visit to China while for-  the Karakoram highway passes
mulating a trade agreement with ~ (essential part of BRI), shows
the Chinese. The need for the strategic bonhomie enjoyed
defence/security agreements and by both countries. We, on the

trade alliances becomes more
imperative as the powers inimical
to us have not been sitting idle.

It is important that some soul-
searching be done by the powers
that be. Has the mere fact that our
economy is much larger and the
trade we do much greater; that
has led to a feeling of our invinci-
bility over our neighbour? It must
be asked why the Pakistani mili-

i tis felicitated at

other hand, have border dis-
putes with the Chinese — they
claim parts of Ladakh and
Arunachal Pradesh. Thus, we
can expect that economic and
military support will continue to
flow into the Pakistani arsenal.
FRurthermore, Pakistan has
sealed a security pact with the
Saudis which assures it of help
when needed. In a new triad
being Turkey is expect-

lary
the White House, the Pentagon, in
Beijing, Riyadh, Ankara, etc.
Pakistan has been given eco-
nomic and military aid by China.
The Chinese weaponry was on
display during the Op Sindoor
conflictlast year, even though our

ed to join Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia in a mini-NATO-type
arrangement. Do remember that
during the India-Pakistan con-
flict in May 2025, it was Turkey
that sent a warship to show soli-
darity, while its drones were also

The US continues to be
the elephantin the
room, and ithas
recently again started
looking kindly
towards Islamabad.

allegedly used. Again, Indian-
Saudi trade is upwards of $40 bil-
lion, whereas Pak-Saudi tradeisa
mere $5 billion...yet they have a
security pact.

Pakistan has for long provided
troops to the Saudis for their
security needs and it is impor-
tant to take cognisance of the fact
that our neighbour is the only
Islamic nation with nuclear capa-
bilities. Considering the strikes
on Qatar by Israel and on Iran by
the US last year, it appears that
the security pact among Turkey,
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia has
geopolitical compulsions.

As per a recent article pub-
lished by Al Jazeera, Pakistan is
selling JF-17 fighter jets to coun-
tries in Asia and Africa. The jets
are jointly manufactured by Chi-
na and Pakistan, and the latest
Block 3 variant is classified as a
4.5-generation fighter. With a rel-

ativelylow price tag of $25-30 mil-
lion, itisregarded as an attractive
option by many air forces. Given
that there are geopolitical forces
at play that tend to dominate a
mere trading relationship, we
might find ourselves increasing-
ly isolated unless we initiate a
vigorous, proactive policy.

‘The US continues to be the ele-
phant in the room, and the ele-
phant has recently again started

being discussed with the US.

Lastly, the perennial question
of Kashmir is always there. Pak-
istan, supported by China, is
ever on the lookout for an oppor-
tunity to change the status quo.
We cannot write off its assertions
and claims as daydreams. China
is upgrading civilian military
infrastructure along the borders,
beit forward airbases or roads, as
are we, but the scale is different.

The changed political situation
in Bangladesh has made matters
more complicated; their senior
leaders are openly calling for cut-
ting off the North-East from the
rest of the country. The fact that
Manipur continues to burn and
the Nagaland problem remains
unresolved leaves our North-
East vulnerable and exposed to
mischief. Ladakh is also in fer-
ment, and like Manipur, it needs
aquick resolution.

If Russia is incapable of help-
ing its allies and the US non-
committal, whom will we look to
foraid? Thisis the time forastute
diplomacy to forestall any fur-
ther joining of forces against us.

We conduct a large quantum of
trade with China, Saudi Arabia,
UAE, US, ete. We should build

looking kindly toward: upon this for our
To further complicate matters,the  all major powers have used trade
threat of higher US tariffs and asastrategictool Astrong foreign
sanctions looms over our heads.  policy must be based on the foun-
This has resulted in the slowing  dation of a strong, united nation.
down of not only our exports but It is for the national leadership
also oil imports from Russia. to ensure that they unite us, and
Russia remains entangled with  this unity is not eroded due to our

Ukraine; it doesn’t help our
cause thatit is our major weapons
supplierand is currently commit-
ted to its own needs. The threat of
US sanctions is forcing us to exit
from the deal with Iran, which
had enabled us to develop and
use the Chabahar port, and it will
further stop the remaining trade
with Iran which had been emas-
culated by earlier sanctions. Iran
has traditionally been one of our
large trading partners. This port
would have given us access to
Iran and Central Asia. As per
recent reports, the port’s future is

own mistakes and selfish goals.
There should be good working
relations between the Centre and
the states. In all important mat-
ters, the Centre should take the
states into consideration and coa-
lesce their leadership to join in
national efforts. This strategy has
‘worked very well in all our inter-
nal security problems. India’s
economic success arouses the
envy and enmity of our neigh-
bours and thus it is imperative
that we pay far greater attention
to our security and to forging
strategic alliances,
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Maharaja of Nabha

WE learn from what appears to be an authentic source that the
Maharaja of Nabha has not got even a penny from the Nabha state
so far. This, if true, is a matter of surprise and regret because at the
time of the Maharaja’s virtual deposition, it was distinetly stated in

Simi ique (July 7,1923) that the jawas toreceive
an allowance from the state. It was understood that the amount of
this allowance was to be about Rs 3 lakh per annum. According to
this arrangement, the state, which is now under a British adminis-
trator who is directly answerable to the Government of India, owes
to the Maharaja no less a sum than Rs 7.5 lakh. The public has a
right to know if any part of this money has been paid to the Mahara-
ja,andif not, whynot. Is it expected that the Maharaja should apply
for the allowance before it is sent to him? If so, what is the basis of
this expectation? As far as the public is aware, this was not part of
the und ding between the Maharaja and the Government of
India. The Simlacommunique itself says nothing of the kind. How
then can the government impose this fresh condition upon the
unfortunate Prince? The question would be of great public impor-
tance and urgency in any case. Itis of all the greater importance and
urgency in this case, because the Maharaja has and can possibly
haveno other source of livelihood in the present conditions. Indeed,
if our information is correct, he has so far been able to make ends
meet only by disposing of such personal possessions ashe had, and

My first principle of foreign policy: good government at home. —william Gladstone

Common sense in
black and white

ABHYAM SHARMA

mother’s face glowed when she saw me in my

\ / I lawyer’s bands for the first time. That morning, she

d arranged Kanjak Pujan; I sought the children’s

blessings, touching their feet before heading out for my debut

as legal counsel, Before leaving, I bowed to her, drawing
strength from the pride in her sparkling eyes.

My senior counsel was a family friend; this shielded me from
typical first-day jitters. When I reached his chamber, a crowd of
clients parted to let me through. With his eyes firmly glued to
case briefs, he looked up when I greeted him.

“Not every junior enters with such a beaming face,” he
remarked. Within minutes, I was handed a file and tasked with
listening to a frail, wrinkled woman in another room. “Under-
stand her story and the relief she seeks,” he said. “Meet me in
Courtroom No. 6 at 2:30 pm sharp.”

The client’s story was about systemic coercion. Her husband
had been arrested solely to pressure their absconding son to
surrender. The old man knew nothing of his son’s where-
abouts, yet he was being held to exert pressure. After examin-
ing the FIR, I led the trembling lady to the courtroom.

When the bailiff called our client's name, his handcuffs were
unlocked just outside the door. He walked toward the bench, hands
finally free but his liberty still in the balance. As the police request-
ed custodial remand, the judge turned to me with a questioning
look. Iwasanovice,andh Id How-
ever, his encouraging smile prodded me to speak.

“My Lord,” I began, “the police are praying for a remand
whereas the arrest itself'is flawed.”

The state counsel countered sharply. “The police are well
within their power to arrest.”

“Ido not challenge your power to arrest,” I replied. “But my
lord, the power to arrest is one thing and the need to arrest is
quite another. The man is not an accused, nor is there anything
to be recovered from him. Why rob him of his liberty, as
enshrined in Article 21 of the Constitution?”

A pin-dropsilence fell. The power toarrestand the need to arrest
had been differentiated. I could read the impact on the face of the
Jjudge. Lo and behold! Right then, the judge started dictating
orders for my client’s unconditional release. Moving backwards,
Ibowed and rushed to update my senior.

Seeing him in the corridor, I could not resist kneeling before
him. Touching his feet, I beamed, “No remand, Sir. Our client
stands released forthwith.”

“What happened?” he asked, with visible curiosity.

“Canyou recall your advice to me, Sir, before I got admitted in
the law college? I remembered your words: ‘Law is nothing but
common sense.’ Today, I applied that mantra of yours!”

His hand reached straight into his inner pocket of his black coat.
Handing over a few brand-new currency notes, he said, “Here is
your first reward for your first day, first case and first win!

Rushing home, I swept my mother into my arms. “Mom,
your blessings are like miracles! Here is your son’s first
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Governance more difficult
With reference to ‘Trump’s Peace Board
raises old questions’; the US has realised
that while you can subdue a weak nation
with missiles and other military practices,
on the ground, it is very difficult to govern.
They have already experienced this in Viet-
nam and Afghanistan. Trump has estab-
lished the Board of Peace on Gaza so that he
can take decisions according to his whims
on matters of conflict between nations. A
business tycoon, he started a membership
fee of one billion dollars for nations to
become a part of the board as a security
deposit because Trump wants to make sure
that member countries do not back out at
any stage. So, world leaders are sceptical
about accepting his invitation.

ASHOK BAHL, KANGRA

G-RAM-G in times of job crisis
Refer to ‘G-RAM-G’s Gandhian vision’; the
writer, a former Central minister and a young

Marriage of political convenience
Apropos of ‘SYL dispute can be resolved
via the Constitution’; the writer has aptly
brought to the fore the factor of political
convenience involved in the 1985 Rajiv-
Longowal Accord on the part of both par-
ties signing the pact — the Centre and the
Shiromani Akali Dal. The accord proved to
be a blessing in disguise for Surjit Singh
Barnala as he became the Punjab CM
instead of Parkash Singh Badal. The
author's assertion that Sant Harchand
Singh Longowal and others had no consti-
tutional validity to sign the agreement, and
it was a marriage of convenience with the
Centre, deserves merit.

PK SHARMA, BARNALA

AAP government's failure

Refer to ‘Sixth & last son too lost to chitta,
Ludhiana woman’s tragedy bares Punjab
scourge’; the AAP government came to pow-
er on the promise that this bane would be

BJPleader; has tried ! -
ment in favour of the VB G-RAM-G Act. The
Centre is well aware of the job crisis pervading
the country, yet it decided to introduce red tape
in the MGNREGA scheme which reduces
employment opportunities in rural areas. The
Central government also realises that most
states are under heavy debts and will be unable
to sustain the scheme by contributing 40%
funds. Regarding the lifting of 25 crore people
outof poverty because of this scheme, this state-
mental b the gov-
ernment is providing free ration to 82 crore peo-
ple separately. Only the demerits and
anomalies of the earlier MGNREGA scheme
have been flagged which is not correct.

RAJ KUMAR KAPOOR, ROPAR

BJP’s good organisational skills
Refer to ‘BJP's new boss’; as winning elec-
tions is the sole aim of political parties in a
democratic setup, the BJP can claim per-
formance par excellence in this matter. The
BJP’s skill in organisational transition is
worth emulation for all other political parties.
45-year-old Nitin Nabin's appointment as
the BJP’s national president is an acknowl-
edgement of the role of youth in today's
times and the party’s foresight. The appoint-
ment of the ‘new boss’ is not a mere symbol-
ic gesture. It may nudge the main opposition
party, the Congress, out of slumber.

DV SHARMA, MUKERIAN

di within few months, but even as its
tenure is nearing its completion, nothing
fruitful has happened. The government
appears helpless even though it makes efforts.
Chitta is available in every street in Punjab’s
villages and towns and sells like hot cakes.
The offenders are too well-entrenched to be
tamed as they enjoy the patronage of political
bigwigs. Besides the drug menace, extortions,
ransom threats and targeted killings are the
order of the day. The Punjab government
‘mustlearn from UP CM Yogi Adityanath, who
has wiped out mafias from his state. Bulldoz-
er action and Operation Langra have brought
the desired results for the UP government.

KARNAIL SINGH, KHARAR

Address real issues in education
The proposal to change the name of Dyal
Singh College has been met with strong
resistance from alumni and teachers, and
understandably so. A name is not just a
label — it carries history, values and insti-
tutional memory. Time and again, renam-
ing institutions has caused discomfort
and division, while doing little to address
the real issues they face. True progress
does not come from changing names, but
from improving infrastructure, academic
standards, research opportunities and
student welfare. Symbolic gestures can-
not replace meaningful reform.

SONIA KAMBOJ, JALANDHAR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word fimit.

at present he is literally living from hand to mouth. income,” I exclaimed. These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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HE Indian Space

Research Organi-

sation (ISRO) has

begun the year

with adamp squib.

A highly anticipated mission

by the space agency, launched

on January 12 from the space

station at Sriharikota, failed.

The Polar Satellite Launch

Vehicle (PSLV) launch this

time was a dedicated commer-

cial mission carrying satellites

of customers from multiple

countries as well as an Indian
strategic satellite.

Space is a risky business

and failures are not uncom-

mon. ISRO, like any other
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its workhorse. While one or
two unsuccessful missions
may not be statistically signif-
icant. what is troublesome is
thatlast week's failure was the
second consecutive one for
PSLV. Thelast launch of PSLV
on May 18, 2025, met a similar
fate. Both times, the anomaly
was in the third stage of the
rocket. Only a detailed failure
analysis would reveal if the
two failures are technically
similar; but it is clear that the
trouble spot is the third stage.
ISRO has not revealed if it
made any changes in its latest
PSLV based on the analysis of
the 2025 fiasco.

The space agency has fol-
lowed a robust system of con-
ducting failure analysis, involv-
ing external experts as well.
After every failure, this has
been done and key findings
have been made public. The
latest example of this is the
GSLV mission that failed in
August 2021. The analysis
found that the lower liquid

OPED
Two failures too many for ISRO

of maintaining a basic level of
openness and transparency.
Apart from the two consecu-
tive PSLV failures, ISRO has
suffered a third setback in the
past year. It was not a rocket
failure but a satellite failure. On
January 29, 2025, the agency

space agency, has had a fair  hydrogen tank pressure at the  completed a century in the
shareofthem. But sometimes  time of ignition of the cryo-  launches from its Sriharikota
failure of space missions genicstage causedbytheleak- base with a new launch of
becomes a cause of worry and ageintheventandreliefvalve, ~ GSLV. After the launch, ISRO
calls for deep i m  resulted in the ioning d that GSLV success-
and a careful review. Thepres-  of the fuel booster turbopump,  fully injected the NVS-02 navi-
ent one falls in this category leading to failure of the mis-  gation satellite into the intend-
for several reasons. sion. No official informationis  ed transfer orbit and that "the
PSLVhashadanimpressive  available on whether a failure  orbit was achieved with a high
record of 63 flights, including  analysis of the May 2025 PSLV  degree of precision.” A fewdays
those of missions like Chan- mission was conducted, or latertheagency said that while
and Mars Orbiter whahts findingswere. Thisisa  the satelhtessolarpanelswexe
Mission. That is why ISRO deviation for ISRO  deployed and
prides itself on this rocket as  fromits own systemic tradition Mtb the ground station estab-

—_—
SHELLEY WALIA
FORMER PROFESSOR,
PANJAB UNIVERSITY

S the New Year
unfolded with its
familiar mix of
uncertainty and
ope, 1 found
myself returning repeatedly
to Guru Gobind Singh. What
occupied my mind on his
recent birth anniversary was
not the magnificence of his
courage, but a question that
is surprisingly rarely asked:
‘What might have been pass-
ing through his mind in the
final moments of his life
when he took the momen-
tous decision that there
would be no human Guru
after him?

This decision, perhaps one
of the most radical ones in
the history of religious tradi-
tions, is today absorbed into a
seamless reverence. We
aceept it and bow before it.
Yet we seldom pause to think
ofitasanintellectual, ethical,
and existential act, taken in
the shadow of loss, betrayal
and relentless struggle. What
does it mean for a spiritual
leader, having witnessed
immense suffering, to relin-
quish personal authority alto-
gether and vest it instead in
the Word and the collective?

What strikes me mostis not
the absence of answers, but
the absence of the question

MISSION FAILED : PSLV-C62 camying the EOS-NL lifts off from Sriharikota on January 12. m

The three failed
missionsin the past
year have serious
implications for
ISRO aswell asits
domesticand
foreign customers.

lished, the satellite could notbe
raised to its designated slot
because the valves that allow
the oxidiser to fire the onboard
thrusters did not open.

The three failed missions in
the past year have serious
implications for ISRO as well
as its domestic and foreign
customers. The three Indian
satellites lost as a result of
these failures happentobekey
military satellites. The NVS-

designed to yield remote-sens-
ing data for agencies engaged
in operational applications. It
had a Synthetic Aperture
Radar (SAR) payload capable
of providing images under all-
weather conditions. The PSLV
this month carried the EOS-
N1 Earth Observation satellite
(dubbed Anvesha), developed
by defence research agencies.
The loss of three strategic
space assets in one year should
be a wake-up call for the secu-
rity and defence agencies, giv-
en their push for military appli-
cations of space. The tri-service
Defence Space Agency, based
in Bangalore, has plans for as
many as 52 military satellites
over the next five years under
the third phase of the Space-
Based Surveillance (SBS) proj-
ect. This objective cannot be
achieved without ISRO, evenif
satellites can be fabricated and
supplied by private companies.
The consecutive PSLV fail-
ures will adversely hit ISRO's
commercial business. The mis-
sion this month was carrying
15 satellites of Indian and for-
eign customers, besides EOS-
NL The list included a joint
UKThai satellite, five satellites

07

Alot was riding on PSLV for
Dhruvaand other Indian start-
ups. They must have lost a
great deal of money, besides
time and opportunity costs.
Satellites can take anything
from a few months to a few
years to be fabricated, depend-
ing on their size. Even if com-
panies can quickly fabricate
replacement satellites, they
will have towait along time for
aslot on PSLV. Apart from this,
consecutive failures could hike
insurance costs as the reliabili-
ty record of the rocket has tak-
en ahit. This, in turn, will push
up project costs,

The immediate task at hand
for ISRO is to review future
PSLV flights in light of the
two failures in a row. Ina few
weeks, the first PSLV built by
an industrial consortium led
by Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited and Larsen & Toubro
is slated to be launched.
There are several other mis-
sions planned for the year,
like the first uncrewed orbital
test mission under the
Gaganyaan programme.

ISRO will have to tread
carefully as it moves ahead
towards such ambitious mis-

When the Word became the Guru of Sikhs

itself. In my conversations, I
have found that few have
reflected on this moment as
deeply human and fraught
with doubt and resolve. At a
time when authority every-
‘where seeks perpetuation
and dynastic continuity,
Guru Gobind Singh's refusal
of succession invites deep
reflection.

What led him to conclude
that henceforth, the Guru
would reside eternally in
Guru Granth Sahib? What
historical pressures, ethical
reflections and  spiritual
insights converged to pro-
duce a decision so radical
that it altered the very struc-
ture of religious authority in
Sikhism?

Sikhism's unrelenting his-
tory of martyrdom is
matched by its remarkable
resistance to violence, an
approach embodying a pro-
found moral stance. This
ethos is encapsulated in
Guru Granth Sahib's pro-
nouncement: "Fear none, and
frighten none." The termina-
tion of the human Guru line-
age with Guru Gobind Singh
thus poses a profound ques-
tion: why, after two centuries
of succession, did the tenth
Guru take this decision?

GURU GRANTH SAHIB: Sikh

02, which could not be placed  of Dhruva Space, includingthe ~ sions as human spaceflight
in its intended orbit after the  one from Nepal, KID (Kestrel ~ and the Bharatiya Antariksh
January 2025 launch, was a  Initial Technology Demonstra- ~ Station . It should undertake
navigation satell\tetopmmde tor) developed by a Spanish a full-fledged review of its
both  standard company d by the hnical, quality and mana-
services as well as "restricted  European Space Agency, five  gerial processes. This is the
services." The satellite lostdue  satellites from AHmSpace of onlyway to protect the credi-
to the PSLV failure last year  Braziland twoother bility and reliab of the
was EOS09, which was from Indian customers. space programme.
Aurangzeb's power was Singh effectively decen-
capable of extinguishing the  tralised Sikh authority, ensur-

of the Shabad

of the profound

as the fulcrum of spiritual existence. emi

to imperial Islamisation, a
visibility that exacted alethal
toll. From its earliest decades,
the faith unfolds as a spiritu-
al tradition forged through a
sustained moral confronta-
tion with power.

Guru Arjan Dey, the fifth
Guru, was tortured and exe-
cuted  under  Emperor
Jahangir in 1606. Guru Tegh
Bahadur, the ninth Guru, was
publicly beheaded in Delhi in
1675 under Aurangzeb for
refusing to convm m Islam
and forde

The answer lies at the inter-
section of spiritual authority,
historical contingency and
the imperatives of survival,
exceeding purely theological
explanations.

By the late seventeenth
century, Mughal rule under
Aurangzeb had ossified intoa
regime of unyielding reli-
gious authoritarianism,
wherein Sikh Gurus personi-
fied a palpable moral rebuke

freedom of Kashmiri Pandits.
Guru Gobind Singh, the
tenth Guru, witnessed the
martyrdom of all four of his
sons, the elder two dying in
battle, the younger two,
Zorawar Singh and Fateh
Singh, bricked alive at
Sirhind, while their grand-
mother, Mata Gujri, died in
captivity shortly thereafter.
Guru  Gobind  Singh
grasped with unnerving

Byendingthe
lineage of human
Gurus, authority
was relocated
beyond the reach
ofviolence.

rationality that as long as
Sikh authority remained

physical body, but the realm
of thought, once embedded
in shared memory, lay irre-

ing the tradition's perpetua-
tion through a collective,
ethically-informed conscious-

trievably beyond his power. ness. The Khalsa and Guru
Guru Granth Sahib facilitat- ~ Granth Sahib emerged as
ed this paradi shift. ) instituti

Compiled initially by Guru
Arjan Dev as Adi Granth in
1604 and subsequently
finalised by Guru Gobind
Singh, the text constitutes a
monumental archive of spiri-
tual and ethical praxis.
Encompassing the writings of
Sikh Gurus alongside those
of Hindu and Muslim saints,
such as Kabir, Namdev, Ravi-
das and Sheikh Farid, it epito-
mises an expansive and inclu-
sive vision of truth,
privileging justice, remem-
brance and ethical conduct.

vested in a singular, identifi-  As the Granth aphoristically
able human figure, it asserts, "Truth is high, but
remained vulnerable toanni-  higher still is truthful living",
hilation. The i of thereby ing the pri-
another Guru would, in all macy of lived ethics over
likelihood, have givenrise to  abstract principle.
et another martyrdom. The foundational priority of
Toperpetuate thelineageof  lived truth reveals the Word's

human Gurus under these
circumstances would have
risked reducing sacrifice to a
ritualised script, thereby
invalidating its transforma-
tive potential.

Instead, Guru Gobind
Singh opted for the radical
alternative of vesting Guru-

assumption of Guruship,
effecting a classic shift that
reflects Sikh philosophy’s
profound privileging of the
Shabad as the fulerum of spir-
itual existence. The act of lis-
tening to the Shabad itself
becomes a path to liberation,
underscoring the Guru's role

y
with the former embodying
militant discipline and the
latter, enduring wisdom. This
dual framework enabled
Sikhism to withstand perse-
cution without succumbing
to despair or fetishising mar-
tyrdom. Furthermore, Guru
Gobind Singh's decision con-
stituted a defiant refusal to
acquiesce to the empire’s
script of domination, specifi-
cally its ploy of leveraging the
public execution of a Guru as
a means of terrorising the
community. By vesting
authority in Guru Granth
Sahib, Sikhism effectively
dismantled the Mughal
state's most potent instru-
ment of control, rendering its
authority no longer contin-
gentupon the bodily vulnera-
bility of a single individual.
In this sense, Guru Granth
Sahib as the eternal Guru
represents a profound sym-
biosis of spiritual and politi-
cal significance, affirming
that ideas and values can be
more powerful than force.
‘When violence seeks to rout
leadership, the most resilient

ship in Guru Granth Sahib, as a mere conduit of truth, response is to relocate
thereby transmuting Sikh rather than an object of wor-  authority within the inter-
authority into an enduring, ship. Viewed through this stices of shared memory and
indisputable entity. Whereas  lens, Guru Gobind Singh's living truth. The termination
ahuman figureis susceptible ~ declaration emerges asa cul-  of the Guru lineage does not
to corporeal destruction, a inati i i signify Sikhism's withd

text that i lS internalised, rev_\t- triggered by the pressures of from history but a deliberate
ed and collectively extreme ical violence. choice to preserve Sikhism's
retains a profound resilience By ending the lineage of essence by redefining where
to annihilation. human Gurus, Guru Gobind  its authority lies.

QUICK CROSSWORD SU DO KU | FORECAST

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

cy, 19 Ideal, 21 Plato.

epapenﬁibu‘ﬁe‘fvﬁﬁ!.com

W Moon in Aquarius sign

SUNSET:  THURSDAY  17:50 HRS
ACROSS DOWN 714 92 1] st oy OF18 HRS
1 Fondness for sugary 2 Completely ruined (7) 4 7 5 8 5 3|86 pay MAX | MIN
foods (5,5) 3 Consumed (5) olals|s[1]2]al8]7]| ... 53 |o&
8 Proficient (5) 4 Push with force (6]
9 Soundofknockingon |5 Confont unlichi ) 9 5 2|1 81211141719016|5/3| NewDehi 25 08
door (3-1-3) 6 With passionate feeling (5) 7 1/5|8|7|3|4|2|6|9 Amritsar 17 05
lul) :orse plimles @ 7 In = f;mlli;)uous 6|5 3 2l6|7l9l5l8|3l1]a| Bahinda 18 06
ottomless peri L L, Jalandhar 17 05
2ulf (5) 8  Conflicting (2.8) 85 4 3 41813 YAUOPNRE 7 5] | \ummena 20 |05
12 Lessen (6) 13 Imprison (7) 7i1|2]|6(9|3|5[4]|2 Ehiwani 20 i 06
umestmo  \mmessem gl |3 7| (6| Rl slale] o o
N ceupy i
19 Flowery compliment (7) 18 Homer’s Trojan War 1 5 4 9 djajs|sf2|7]1]9|6 [S)':a I »1291 z g;
21 Style of cooking (7) poem (5) aramsala
22 Rubbish (5) 20 Favourihg exireme Manali v 02
23 Inveterate (4-6) views (5) 3 8 6 9 JANUARY 22,2026, THURSDAY Shimla 145 |e5
’ " ® Shaka Samvat 1947 Srinagar 10 -01
Yesterday's Solution
u Shaka 2
Aoross: | Impir, 4 Ragged. 9 Fearfl, 10 Amass, 11 Clear 12 | 5 | g 4 3 Wit Fasdie g [SDmE [0 [0B
Somehow, 13 All of a piece, 18 Boorish, 20 Lapse. 22 Alone, 23 ® Hijari 1447 Kargil 02 -09
Nirvana, 24 Nettle, 25 Idiocy. 8 1 B Shukla Paksha Tithi 4, up to 2:29 am Leh | o1 -07
Down: 1 In fuct, 2 Phase, 3 Inferno, 5 Alarm, 6 Graphic, 7 Dis- 6 7 W Variyan Yoga up 1o 5:38 pm Dehradun 21 08
own, 8 Close at hand, 14 Lookout, 15 Uibred, 16 Obtain, 17 Lega- | ] Nakshatra up to 2:27 pm Mussoorie 16 o7

TEMPERNTURE W °C




THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

‘Wednesday, January 21, 2026 | A15

OPINION

Greenland Is Trump’s White Whale

If  Donald
Trump’s
foolishness
over Green-
land gets out
of hand, re-
call the US.
Senate has
ratified nu-

By Holman W.
" merous trea-
Jenkins, Jr. nes codify-

u.s.
duties under the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization, which
under the U.S. Constitution
are now the “supreme law of
the land.” NATO’s Article 1, for
instance, makes it illegal for
the U.S. to exercise the “threat
or use of force in any manner
inconsistent with the purposes
of the United Nations.”

The U.N. Charter, adopted
by the Senate 89-2 in 1945,
giving it also the force of U.S.
law, bans the U.S. from issuing
the “threat or use of force
against the territorial integ-
rity” of a nonoffending mem-
ber state. In 2023, for the ben-
efit of any adjudicating judge,
Congress further expressed its
will by preventing a president
from withdrawing from NATO
without a two-thirds Senate
vote.

This isn’t international law,
MAGA types, it’s U.S. law. A
Trump order to occupy an
otherwise peaceful and un-
threatened Greenland would
likely be illegal six ways from
Sunday. The U.S. military
wouldn’t obey it. The Supreme
Court would enjoin it. Con-
gress might promptly remove
such a president through im-
peachment.

These realities, widely un-
mentioned in the current mo-

ment, probably aren’t lost on
Mr. Trump. The whole kerfuf-
fle fits better under the
heading: Why is he throwing
his presidency away? Look at
his tariff and immigration
overkill, his sagging approval
ratings, likely GOP defeat in
the House midterms, his
probable impeachment soon
after.

The mysteries of personal-
ity will always be with us. Mr.
Trump can turn 180 degrees
yet never admit doubt or a
mistake. But his strangest
quality may be the pleasure he
gives himself by constantly
talking about his desired tri-
umphs as if he has already
achieved them.

If it sounds like we're in the
hands of a neurotic, what kind
of people do we think become
president? But something is
also different today. The con-
servative thinker Yuval Levin
shrewdly notes that both par-
ties, in fact, are in a groove
where they confuse “winning
for a minute” with wummg In
this game of nonstop cynicism,
bereft of ideals or any long-
term purpose, Mr. Trump is up
by one. “Stop the steal” deliv-
ered him back to the presi-
dency. The Russia collusion
hoax? The grift by which Dem-
ocrats sought to return a senile
Joe Biden to office? Not so ef-
fective. The result is the one
Mr. Levin notes and this col-
umn pointed to last week: Mr.
Trump dominates his age like
no president since FDR.

In politics, all winning is
temporary, of course. All polit-
ical careers, to borrow the fa-
mous observation, end in anti-
climax if not humiliation. That

is, unless the hero is lucky
enough to die at his moment
of supreme triumph. For Mr.
Trump, that moment was his
improbable 2024 return, from
which all was bound to be
downhill.

At 79, he may even be flirt-
ing with cognitive decline for
all we know. Yet wrapped up
in his peculiarity has been a
knack for rubbing America’s
face in realities. He summons

He needs therapy more
than the U.S. needs

to own the island

to ensure its defense.

an FDR-like strategic cool at
unlikely moments. The better
part of discretion may actually
be to settle for leaving “our
SOB” in charge of Venezuela.
Using words alone to draw a
red line against the mass

with promises of infrastruc-
ture riches and bribes to
Greenlanders, American presi-
dents have concerned them-
selves with the island’s strate-
gic value since the Andrew
Johnson administration. In re-
sponse to Trump mau-mauing,
the Danes and Greenland last
week formally shelved further
moves toward separation.
This is the right path,
whereas Mr. Trump’s demand
for ownership is simultane-
ously superfluous and obnox-
ious. Greenlanders and Den-
mark can have their cake and
eat it—U.S. defense invest-
ment in their territory with-
out having to swear allegiance
to the United States of Trump.
This is the same basis, after
all, on which all of Europe has
related to NATO for 75 years.

Mr. Trump’s preoccupation
with owning Greenland, like
his Nobel Prize obsession,
would be best addressed else-
where: in therapy. 'm per-
fectly senous Once he started
himself of his in-

of regime
in Iran may be wiser than
making a large U.S. invest-
ment to control an outcome
we can’t control.

Since home rule in 1979
and passage in 2009 of the
Greenland Self-Government
Act, the Danes and their
Greenland subjects have furled
themselves in lip service to in-
dependence, now an uncom-
fortable fact as a new strate-
gic order is emerging.

Independence has remained
more talked about than acted
on due to Greenland’s fiscal
dependence on transfers from
Denmark, but China could fan
the embers at any moment

securities and traumas, he
probably wouldn’t stop for a
week. The world, and the US.,
would be better for it.

As my bonus for saying so,
my inbox will soon bear wit-
ness to an important corollary
of a Trump-like political fig-
ure: the willingness of weaker
personalities to subordinate
themselves to the neurotic
needs of stronger ones. Hu-
man history itself is my wit-
ness. The same reality also
underlines the oldest advice in
politics—never fall in love
with a politician—which ap-
parently every generation
must learn anew.

Trump Let Down the Iranian Protesters

4 President

3 ! Dwight Eisen-
hower’s secre-
tary of state
John  Foster
Dulles urged
Eastern Euro-
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& IDEAS pean nations
i in the

By William  mid19505_to
il rise up against

Soviet occupa-
tion by announcing a policy of
“liberation” and “rollback” of
communism. He promised to
support “captive peoples.” But
‘when the Hungarian revolution
broke out in 1956, the presi-
dent declined to intervene,
fearing a nuclear response
from the Soviet Union.

President Barack Obama in
2012 warned that the Syrian
regime’s use of chemical
weapons would cross a “red
line” and trigger “enormous
consequences.” But when
Bashar al-Assad crossed this
line in 2013, Mr. Obama de-
clined to act on his own au-
thority. Instead he said he
would seek congressional ap-
proval to take action against
the Assad regime, which he
knew would be difficult if not
impossible to obtain.

In the days after the Ira-
nian people’s latest revolt
against tyranny, President
Trump repeated these mis-
takes—only worse. Mr. Trump
warned the Iranian govern-
ment it “better not start
shooting” at protesters be-
cause “we’ll start shooting,
too.” He elaborated: “If they
start killing people like they
have in the past, we’ll be hit-
ting them very hard where it

hurts.” Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional  Security  Council
warned that it would show
“no leniency” toward “sabo-
teurs,” yet Mr. Trump encour-
aged Iranians to intensify
their mass protests. Take over
regime institutions, he urged,
promising that “HELP IS ON
ITS WAY.”

Reza Pahlavi, the elder son
of the deposed shah and oppo-
sition leader in exile, told pro-
testers in a video statement
that Mr. Trump “has closely
observed your indescribable
bravery and has declared that
he is ready to help you.” Rein-
forcing this message, Mr. Pah-
lavi addressed Mr. Truamp,
saying the Iranian people
“know that yow’re not going to
throw them under the bus, as
has happened before.”

But even as Mr. Trump’s
advisers reportedly met to
craft military options, the ad-
ministration’s tone was soft-
ening. White House press sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt said
that “diplomacy is always the
first option for the president,”
and Mr. Trump responded fa-
vorably to assurances, con-
veyed through envoy Steve
Witkoff, that Iran had can-
celed the planned executions
of 800 people. Meanwhile,
U.S. allies in the Middle East
urged restraint, fearing a mas-
sive retaliation from Iran for
which they were unprepared.
Vital U.S. military assets re-
portedly weren't positioned in
the region. Further, there was
no guarantee that military ac-
tion would bring down the re-
gime or avoid messy long-
term entanglements.

According to reporting by
the Washington Post, Vice
President JD Vance, despite be-
ing no friend of foreign entan-
glements, initially supported
military action on grounds that
Mr. Trump had drawn a red
line against the regime’s killing
of protesters and had to en-
force it. Later, however, he
agreed with the president’s de-
cision to hold off on a strike.
This decision angered the pro-
testers and left them with a
deep sense of betrayal.

He promised he’d help
but then stood

by while the regime
massacred them.
I

Considering the informa-
tion Mr. Trump received dur-
ing the administration’s de-
liberations, his decision to
stand down may well have
been correct. Still, he
shouldn’t have sent encourag-
ing messages to the protest-
ers if he wasn’t committed to
backing them up. Because he
did so, the president bears a
measure of responsibility for
the consequences.

We’re slowly learning how
grave those were. Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei himself has ac-
knowledged several thousand
deaths during the protests.
The Times of London has re-
ceived reports from doctors
on the ground suggesting that
the toll was far worse—at
least 16,500 deaths and
330,000 injuries.

All isn’t lost. The USS
Abraham Lincoln carrier
strike group is leaving the
South China Sea and is ex-
pected to arrive in the Middle
East by this weekend. This
will give Mr. Trump the op-
tion of striking a heavy blow
against the major instruments
of government repression
while helping to protect our
regional allies against Iranian
retaliation.

Even if he decides against
military action, he has a ro-
bust menu of nonmilitary op-
tions that could significantly
weaken the regime. As my
Brookings Institution col-
league Suzanne Maloney has
proposed, he can target key
command-and-control  sys-
tems to weaken the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
and other security forces,
seize Iran’s ghost fleet of oil
tankers, and impose sanc-
tions on Chinese imports of
Iranian oil. He can also fully
restore the Voice of America’s
Iran Service, press our
friends and allies to expel
Iran’s diplomats, and help
strengthen Iran’s divided op-
position groups.

These measures eventually
could soften up the regime
enough to enable widespread
public protests to succeed the
next time—if there is a next
time, after so many Iranians
have paid with their lives.
Whatever happens going for-
ward, our failure to assist
them in recent bloody
weeks—after assuring them
that we would—will remain a
permanent stain on America’s
honor.

How to Destroy Trump’s Presidency

By Tom Rogan

some of America’s closest

North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization allies are conduct-
ing military exercises in
Greenland with a focus on de-
terring U.S. aggression. It
takes a lot for the Europeans
to agree even on joint state-
ments during a crisis. That
they marshaled to conduct
military exercises shows the
depth of their fear. Their mes-
sage to President Trump is
clear: Attacking Greenland
means attacking Europe and
the end of the trans-Atlantic
alliance. For the US., that
wouldn't be the end of the
cost.

True, the prospect of
Trump’s ordering an attack to
seize Greenland is highly re-
mote, and it’s even less likely
such an order would come to
fruition. It would likely pro-
voke a mass resignation of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff in protest
of an unjustified attack on a

I n an unprecedented move,

close ally. The U.S. military
knows that the ultimate foun-
dation of its power isn’t guns,
but America’s moral credibil-
ity and shared strategic inter-
ests with allies. Only the vice
chairman of the Joint Chiefs
would likely remain in office,
and even then only to uphold
the sacred principle of civilian
control over the military.

Invading Greenland
would drive Europe
into China’s arms.

The order would spark im-
mediate action from biparti-
san majorities in Congress for
much the same reason. Poll-
ing suggests Americans would
overwhelmingly oppose any
attack. Mr. Trump would ex-
tinguish his political capital
in a single moment. The
GOP’s already fleeting mid-
term election prospects would
evaporate. The age of MAGA

would come to an icy and
abrupt end.

Quite abrupt, because even
assuming his order to use
force was followed—officers
are obligated to illegal or-
ders—Congress would likely
move to block funding or oth-
erwise restrict the use of mili-
tary force in short order. And
for good reason.

Mr. Trump deserves im-
mense credit for getting NATO
allies to spend more on de-
fense. Still, this alliance pro-
vides outsize value, both in
economic and security terms,
to America. Denmark exempli-
fies this. This small country
lost the U.S. population-equiv-
alent of 2,152 soldiers fighting
alongside America in Afghani-
stan and Iraq. Those honored
dead attest to how Mr.
Trump’s casually hostile rhet-
oric and the historically in-
continent war cries from some
on social media are manifestly
antagonistic to U.S. interests.

America is exceptional be-
cause, more than any other

nation or political organiza-
tion in history, it has defended
democratic sovereignty simply
because it is the right thing to
do. If the U.S. invades Green-
land, it'll catapult us into a
world in which might makes
right. Morality aside, ordering
an invasion of Greenland
would likely leave Xi Jinping
the greatest beneficiary. Bei-
jing would offer Europe an
easy proposition: Stay quiet
on Taiwan and human rights,
support China’s political su-
premacy, and we’ll encroach
on your territory only through
key investments and industry
capture.

Europe would quickly ac-
quiesce to China, moved by
the only message that a U.S.
invasion of Greenland could
convey: You can pick the pre-
dictable bully in Beijing or
the unpredictable one in
Washington.

Mr. Rogan is a national-se-
curity writer for the Washing-
ton Examiner.

BOOKSHELF |By Charles Lane

The Hijacking
Of a Decade

The Revolutionists

By Jason Burke
Knopf, 768 pages, $40

etween Sept. 6 and Sept. 9, 1970, armed members of the

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, or PFLP,

hijacked or attempted to hijack five airliners in Europe
and the Middle East. One takeover failed; one ended with the jet
being blown up on a runway in Cairo. But hijackers forced three
planes, filled with civilian passengers, to land on a remote desert
airstrip in Jordan. The Palestinian mastermind of this spectacu-
lar act of terror, Wadie Haddad, was a Christian.

So were other PFLP members. Religion was no part of
their monvatlon, however. Their behef system mixed extreme
secular id Marxism, anti ism, Arab national-
ism—in which Palestine figured as the trigger point for a
global “revolution.”

For most of the 1970s, that brand of leftism would ignite
terrorism across Europe, the Middle East and Africa, as the
U.S,, Israel and Western Europe struggled to respond. The
wave of violence, which included such bloody dramas as the
murder of Israeli athletes by Palestinian gunmen at the 1972
Munich Olympics, eventually gave way to Islamist terrorism—

Lebanon’s Iranian-backed mili-
tias, Osama bin Laden and,
later, the Islamic State.

In “The Revolutionists,”
Jason Burke takes us back to
the frightening times when air-
port security was lax and Live
television made all the world a
terrorist’s stage. Unlike previous
analysts of radical secular and

Islamist terror organizations,
‘who have tended to present
them in isolation, Mr. Burke aims
to show “how the former influ-
enced the latter, and indeed how
the failure of the first contributed
to the emergence of the second.”

The common thread Mr. Burke suggests, is the tendency of
young people in rapidly changing societies to seek political
redemption through totalizing worldviews and theatrical vio-
lence. Thus Islamism was a kind of successor ideology to
Marxism, which had inspired Westernized Arab urbanites in
the 1970s, but achieved none of its goals, lost prestige when
the Soviet Union collapsed, and alienated traditional Muslims.

Mr. Burke doesn’t so much argue this point as illustrate it,
through life stories of the perpetrators and retellings of their
hijackings, bombings, mass shootings and hostage-takings. It is
a well-researched, anecdote-rich narrative, sometimes hard to
follow but always hard to put down. Especially vivid is the
story of that September 1970 multiple hijacking, which contin-
ued with civilian hostages being taken to hotels and hideouts
in Jordan while the PFLP blew up the aircraft. Video images of
the fireballs circled the globe.

Jordan’s King Hussein launched a military offensive to
expel Palestinian guerrilla factions that had established a
state within his state. In the chaos, hostages were freed by
Jordanian troops or released by the Palestinians. The PFLP’s
violence turned much public opinion against the Palestinian
cause—a high price for the handful of imprisoned PFLP mem-
bers that European governments let go in the process. It was
the first of many pyrrhic outcomes for hijackers, whose goals
soon devolved from liberating Palestine to liberating impris-
oned authors of previous hijackings.

Mr. Burke’s chapters on the alliance between the Palestinian
groups and West German leftists such as the Red Army Faction
are especially strong. German radicals warred against a demo-
cratic government in Bonn they saw as an American puppet no
different from the Nazi regime. Just a quarter-century after the
Holocaust, this warped logic morphed into a justification for
violence against a Jewish state and its citizens.

On June 27, 1976, two bers of Germany’s
Cells helped the PFLP hijack an Air France plane to Entebbe
Airport in Ugan here the assault-rifle-wielding German
terrorists stood guard over Israeli hostages, including Holo-
caust survivors. The hijacker Wilfried Boese “blanched” when
a hostage displayed a concentration-camp tattoo and said
Boese’s treatment of women, children and the elderly showed
nothing had changed in Germany. The Germans and other
hijackers were shot dead when Israeli commandos liberated all
but four of the 106 hostages in a legendary rescue mission.

Revolutionary violence defined the 1970s,
when airport security was lax and television
made all the world a terrorist’s stage.

Mr. Burke eschews “terrorist” as a noun, because “I do not
think reducing complex individuals to a single-word descrip-
tion is helpful.” Yet if anyone deserves that moniker, it was the
odious Ilich Ramirez Sanchez, known as Carlos the Jackal,
whose career as a bomber and assassin for the PFLP, the Lib-
yan dictator Moammar Gadhafi and communist Romania’s
secret police—among others—Mr. Burke narrates in detail.
The son of wealthy Venezuelan Marxists, Ramirez quaffed
champagne and chased women like the most sybaritic of bour-
geois youth. “When Ramirez needed a vehicle in Budapest,”
Mr. Burke writes, “he bought himself a large Mercedes from
an Arab diplomat which he promptly resprayed gold.”

Ramirez claimed to have killed more than 80 people.
Harbored at different times by Yemen, Syria, East Germany
and communist Hungary, this self-appointed tribune of the
oppressed was finally captured in Sudan in 1994, then con-
victed in France of multiple murders. Serving life in prison,
Ramirez in 2003 wrote a book titled “Revolutionary Islam”
and declared his admiration for bin Laden. Mr. Burke doesn’t
mention this fact—oddly, since it supports his thesis.

Also puzzling are the book’s inaccuracies: Joseph Sisco was
an able U.S. diplomat but never, as Mr. Burke says, secretary of
state. Carlos the Jackal could not have bought a copy of the
New York Herald Tribune in 1975; that paper went belly-up in
1966, though the International Herald Tribune was on sale. In
1976, Ugandan dictator Idi Amin held the rotating chair of the
Organization of African Unity, not the “Union of African
Nations.” Mr. Burke misstates the date the Air France plane
was hijacked as July 6, 1976.

Such errors mar but do not undermine the book, which
leaves the reader with a sense of déja vu. The PFLP militants
‘who hijacked TWA Flight 840 from Rome to Damascus in 1969
declared they wanted to “tell the world about the crimes the
Israelis inflict upon our people.” After Oct. 7, 2023, a Hamas
leader explained to the New York Times that “we had to tell
people that the Palestinian cause would not die.”

“The Revolutionists” reminds us how this cycle began. No
one can say how it will end.

Mr. Lane is the author of “Freedom’s Detective” and a non-
resident senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute.
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Trump vs. the Fed Goes to Court

sire to control the Federal Reserve and
monetary policy, and on Wednesday the
Supreme Court will consider

P resident Trump has made clear his de-

Under its argument, there are no constraints
in practice on a President’s removal authority.
That’s because the Administration also argues

that Article III courts cannot

whether he has the power to If he can fire Lisa Cook stop the President from re-
fire Federal Reserve Governor J will moving Fed officers. If the
Lisa Cook (Trump v. Cook). without o he all President can fire Ms. Cook
The stakes are high for presi- but run the central bank. pased on mere allegations of

dential power and the central
bank’s independence.

Federal Housing Finance Agency director Bill
Pulte last summer instigated this legal show-
down by posting a criminal referral for Ms.
Cook on social media. He claimed she may have
committed mortgage fraud by claiming two dif-
ferent homes as primary residences on mort-
gage applications in 2021. She denied wrongdo-
ing and hasn’t been charged with a crime.

Nonetheless, Mr. Trump claimed the referral
is enough “cause” to remove her on the ques-
tionable rationale that she exhibited “the sort
of gross negligence in financial transactions
that calls into question [her] competence and
trustworthiness as a financial regulator.” The
Justice Department says whether the allega-
tions are true is irrelevant.

®* ® %

As a history refresher, the Constitution vests
Congress with the power to “coin Money, regu-
late the Value thereof” and to “fix the Standard
of Weights and Measures.” The Constitution’s
framers wanted to prevent the President from
abusing monetary power and debasing the cur-
rency as English monarchs had done.

In 1913 Congress established the Fed to
maintain a stable currency and financial sys-
tem. Modeled on the quasi-private First and
Second Banks of the U.S,, it was structured to
be insulated from political winds. Board mem-
ber terms run for 14 years. The Fed draws its
funding from regional reserve banks and open-
market operations rather than Congressional
appropriations.

Congress in 1935 removed executive-branch
officials from the board and instituted removal
protections for its members. The Federal Re-
serve Act lets a President fire governors “for
cause,” though it doesn’t define the term, un-
like other statutes with removal restrictions.
The Federal Trade Commission Act defines
“cause” as “inefficiency, neglect of duty, or mal-
feasance in office.”

The Administration says the Fed law’s broad

grants the Presid ing author-
ity to fire board members. “Congress chose to
allow removal ‘for cause,” without specifying
required causes. That gives the President dis-
cretion so long as he identifies a cause (which
excludes policy disagreement),” Justice says.

misconduct without judicial
review, the for-cause restric-
tion is meaningless.

Federal Judge Jia Cobb recognized this and

j d Ms. Cook’s di: 1. The judge held
the President could not fire a Fed governor for
actions that preceded her time in office, and
that she had a property interest in her job. A
split D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals panel upheld
the injunction on the second basis without de-
ciding the first.

Judge Gregory Katsas made a strong argu-
ment in dissent that the ordinary meaning of “for
cause” when the law was passed was simply “re-
lating to the conduct, ability, fitness, or compe-
tence of the officer.” He also noted that nothing
in the Constitution or federal law gives federal
officers a property right to their post.

One problem is that Congress didn’t specify
procedures for officers to challenge their re-
movals, as it has done for civil-service employ-
ees. Rare disputes have historically been adju-
dicated in Article III courts. In the landmark
case Marbury v. Madison (1803), the Supreme
Court held that the “legal right” to an office is
a matter “examinable in a court.”

That suggests Mr. Trump’s firing of Ms. Cook
is reviewable by federal courts, contrary to the
Justice Department. Ms. Cook deserves an op-
portunity to contest Mr. Pulte’s allegations in
court. If they are meritless, then the President
lacks cause to fire her. Allowing the President to
fire Fed officers willy-nilly would make the cen-
tral bank an arm of the executive branch.

* * *

That’s the goal of Mr. Trump and proponents
of a unitary executive, which is correct regard-
ing other agencies. But regarding the Fed,
America’s framers sought to prevent the na-
tion’s currency from being manipulated by the
executive because they understood the risks of
political control over monetary policy. This is
‘wisdom born out in countless examples across
the world.

The Fed has made many mistakes and taken
on more executive power than it should over
financial regulation. Congress can address both
if it wishes. But handing Presidents control
over monetary policy is more power over
money in one man’s hands than the framers
wrote into the Constitution.

Iran’s Line on the Protests and Trump

0 doubt some readers will disagree with

our decision to run the essay by Iran’s

foreign minister nearby. Why give a fo-
rum to obvious falsehoods?
We think our readers are
smart and informed enough to
make up their own minds
about his claims, which also
shed some newsworthy light
on the Iranian regime’s nature
and intentions.

Keep in mind that, as foreign minister, Seyed
Abbas Araghchi is the soft face of the regime.
He’s supposed to be the diplomat we can talk
to. Yet his message today to the world betrays
Iran’s harsh reality. A couple of points are worth
underscoring.

First is his claim that, if not for “Israel and
its proxies,” there would have been no protests.
If the Iranian people are so content, how could
Israel supposedly have such sway to mobilize
protests for days across most of the country?
And why did the regime shut down the internet
and outside communication when its enforcers
were shooting people in the streets? Why not
let its people relate the truth to the outside
world? The answer is that the world might
learn what really happened when the regime
unleashed its violence.

Its foreign minister
betrays the real nature
of the Tehran regime.

A second notable point is Mr. Araghchi’s not-
so-implicit threat of war if President Trump or-
ders help for the protesters. “Unlike the re-
straint Iran showed in June
2025, our powerful armed
forces have no qualms about
firing back with everything we
have if we come under re-
newed attack,” he writes.

This is a threat against
Americans, an attempt to intimidate the Trump
Administration. We wonder how President
Trump sees this threat, especially since the re-
gime so clearly crossed his “red line” against
shooting protesters.

Also notice the foreign minister’s plea for ne-
gotiations. This is the regime’s familiar strategy
of using diplomacy to play for time as it re-
builds its nuclear and missile programs. What
Iran really wants is all sanctions lifted. If the
regime wanted peace, it could have negotiated
a deal after the destruction of its nuclear sites
in June. Instead it has refused to compromise
even on uranium enrichment, which has no pur-
pose other than to build a bomb.

Iran’s message to Mr. Trump is clear all
right: Let us alone to rule our people with an
iron fist, and to resume building a nuclear
weapon, or else.

NATO Is the Board of Peace

resident Trump’s latest notion is a

Board of Peace that he is inviting much

of the world to join. He may hold a sign-
ing ceremony as early as this
week when he holds court at
the World Economic Forum in
Davos. We're all for peace-
making, but this idea could
use some fleshing out.

Mr. Trump’s original idea
for the board was to supervise the later phases
of his Gaza peace plan. Various countries with
an interest in Gaza would send representatives
to rebuild the territory into a livable place, if
not a new Riviera.

The board will have its hands full disarming
Hamas even before it gets to rebuilding Gaza.
But inviting Tony Blair, the former British
Prime Minister, as a member of the executive
committee was an inspired choice. Mr. Trump
would be the chairman, and the board was ap-
proved in November by the United Nations Se-
curity Council.

Yet as the invitations to join have rolled out,
Mr. Trump seems to view its mandate as going
far beyond Gaza. Countries around the world
with little direct interest in Gaza have received
an invitation. They include Canada, Australia,
India, Hungary and Argentina, which are far
afield from Gaza.

Trump’s new coalition
couldn’t do better than
the Atlantie alliance.

Even Russia has received an invitation to
join. And so has Belarus, Vladimir Putin’s part-
ner in imperialism. Maybe Mr. Putin should
have to stop waging a hot war
in Ukraine, and a cold war
against Western Europe, be-
fore he joins anything with the
word peace in the title. Mos-
cow “is studying all the details
of the proposal and hopes to
contact Washington to clarify all the nuances,”
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said. So war
is now peace?

A draft of the board’s charter posted by the
Times of Israel says there is “the need for a
more nimble and effective international peace-
building body” and calls for “a coalition of will-
ing States committed to practical cooperation
and effective action.” Is Mr. Trump thinking
about an alternative to the U.N.?

A coalition of democracies unrestrained by
Russian or Chinese vetoes at the U.N. Security
Council could do some good. But then there al-
ready is such a coalition of the willing. It’s
called the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
‘which has kept the peace in Europe for 75 years
and has also helped in the Middle East and in
antiterror efforts. Maybe Mr. Trump should try
to preserve NATO rather than blowing it up
over Greenland.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

China’s Communist Party Tortures Jinmy Lai

China’s tormenting treatment of
Jimmy Lai is even worse than de-
scribed in “How China Abuses Jimmy
Lai” (Review & Outlook, Jan. 17).
While Beijing pledged to uphold the
1984 Sino-British Joint Declaration,
authorities in Mr. Lai’s case have vio-
lated the rights enshrined in basic in-
ternational norms, including dignity,
freedom of expression and other
rights in the United Nations Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights and
the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights. His cell lacks air
conditioning and is sweltering much
of the year. Officials have denied him
independent medical care to treat his
deteriorating health.

According to the Hudson Insti-
tute, Hong Kong officials created
the false picture of Mr. Lai as the

dangerous subversive they wanted
him to seem. “Each day in court of
the two-year trial, they transported
him in a police van with a motor-
cade. Snipers were stationed on top
of bridges and rooftops all along
the route. Security lined the streets
and police barracked sidewalks. Lai
was kept shackled.”

They’ve subjected Mr. Lai to soli-
tary confinement for years. In 2024,
the UN Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention found that his detention
was unlawful and arbitrary. It stated,
“Prolonged solitary confinement in
excess of 15 days . . . may amount to
torture.”

Hong Kong despots and their Bei-
jing overlords are torturing Mr. Lai.

CHARLES D. EpEN
Atlanta

Evolving Markets Need Evolving Regulation

In “The SEC May Make Wall Street
Analysts Corrupt Again” (op-ed, Dec.
21), former SEC Chairman Arthur Lev-
itt suggests that ending the 2003
Global Research Analyst Settlement
would weaken safeguards. The settle-
ment addressed allegations that in-
vestment banking firms had undue in-
fluence over research analysts at the
time, and it imposed necessary but ex-
pressly provisional restrictions while
the SEC worked to build a stronger,
more durable regulatory framework
applicable to ail firms and their re-
search departments.

GRAS was never intended to be
permanent—and today’s newer rules
are broader in scope, more enforce-
able in practice and calibrated to new
technologies that enhance information
accessible by investors.

The SEC and the Financial Industry
Regulatory Authority have imple-
mented a comprehensive set of pro-
tections that directly address re-
search-analyst conflicts. These
measures surpass GRAS in scope and
provide clear standards and strong
oversight.

Mr. Levitt’s column also doesn’t
take account of FINRA’s responsibility

to ensure that existing and future
rules enable firms to produce quality
and objective research in the interest
of investors. As FINRA's CEO Robert
Cook emphasizes, current rules exceed
GRAS requirements. Where Mr. Levitt
focused on GRAS firewalls that helped
to shield research analysts from the
undue influence of investment bank-
ing personnel, Mr. Cook explains that
the provisions of FINRA Rule 2241 are
intended to provide such protection,
doing so with a broader scope. Fur-
ther, the SEC monitors market prac-
tices through examinations and col-
laboration with FINRA, targeting the
misconduct that led to GRAS.

Markets evolve, and regulation
must keep pace. GRAS was a stopgap,
not a permanent solution. Investor
protection since then hasn’t ended; it
has advanced. Clinging to an anti-
quated paradigm favors nostalgia over
progress.

Jamie SELwAY AND Kerma CAssipy
Washington

Mr. Selway is director of the trading
and markets division and Mr. Cassidy
is director of the examinations
division at the Securities and
Exchange Commission.

A Cheap Midwest Is a« Homeownership Myth

Readers of “Americans Find Af-
fordability in Midwest” (Economy,
Jan. 3) might come away thinking Ap-
pleton, Wis. has somehow avoided
the housing problems currently fac-
ing so many other municipalities, T
have lived and rented in the Appleton
area for seven years. Early last sum-
mer [ attended a discussion about af-
fordable housing at the public library
where a woman declared that “maybe
the American dream should be rent-
ing.” It was hard for me to feel the
same when at the time I had been
regularly smelling cat urine at the en-

Portland’s Political Disorder

Dennis Kneale’s op-ed “How Much
More ‘Progress’ Can Portland En-
dure?” (Cross Country, Jan. 17) strikes
a painful nerve with this 79-year-old
native Oregonian who has lived in
Portland for the past 50 years.

1t’s difficult to depict how de-
ranged our city and state’s progres-
sive politics have gotten. But Port-
land’s homeless shelters provide a
fitting example of how bad our city’s
situation is, with one recent report
claiming that a “shelter guest . . .
stripped naked in front of 100 people
then defecated in his hand before at-
tacking shelter workers.”

Few cities in America can match
Portland’s scenic beauty. Few have an
uglier political landscape.

DaVID SCHAERER
Portland, Ore.

Portland’s new City Council seem-
ingly acts in the best interests of the
sad minority of addicts and vagrants,
showing little concern for their law-
abiding neighbors. How can permit-
ting your local economy to die and
disregarding Portlanders’ personal
safety be considered progress?

TERRY TAKASH
Western Springs, Il

tryway of my apartment building for
six months. I wondered how she
would feel in my place.

I can’t count the conversations 1
have had with my peers about how
hard, time-consuming and expen-
sive it is to buy a house here now.
The current housing market feels
like it demands a ritual financial
sacrifice from anyone who didn’t
buy a house five or more years ago.
Meanwhile, older people think I'm
somehow financially deficient be-
cause I rent.

I love living in the Fox Valley, but
we aren’t exempt from larger trends.

KELLY DIRKMAN
Appleton, Wis.

Greenland Votes for the Left

Kimberley Strassel’s insightful
analysis of President Trump’s push to
acquire or grant statehood to Green-
land rightly highlights the probable
international consequences (“Opera-
tion Total Nuuk Submission,” Poto-
mac Watch, Jan. 16).

I would add one more thing: the
near-certain addition of two reliably
Democratic senators.

Greenland’s small population
leans heavily toward social-demo-
cratic policies, with strong support
for expansive welfare systems, envi-
ronmental regulations and align-
ment with European progressive pri-
orities. Statehood would almost
certainly deliver a Senate delegation
that would tilt the chamber leftward
on issues from energy policy to judi-
cial confirmations.

This political reality alone should
give pause to any proponent of
Greenland statehood, especially
among those concerned about pre-
serving constitutional balance and
limited government.

Davip B. GERGES
Bonita Springs, Fla.
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Iran’s Regime Defends Its Crackdown

By Seyed Abbas Araghchi

Tehran
he White House ought to
be impervious to the
wave of demonstrably
false stories in Western
media about recent

events in Iran, but it may be neces-
sary to clarify some points. The
protests began peacefully and were
recognized as legitimate by the Ira-
nian government. They sudd

the violent phase of the unrest
lasted less than 72 hours. I ac-
knowledged in an interview with
Fox News that the death toll is in
the hundreds, with a final tally to
be released when the Health Minis-
try and hospitals are able to pro-
vide figures with accuracy.

The events of this month have dif-
fered from previous protests in one
crucial respect. The U.S. president
publicly warned that Iran would face

if

turned violent when foreign and do-
mestic terrorist actors entered the
scene, so blocking communication
among organizers of the rioters and
terrorists was an imperative. As
those cells are being wrapped up by
our intelligence and security agen-
cies, the internet and all communi-
cations are slowly being restored.

Unlike the restraint we
showed in 2025, this time
we’ll have no qualms about
firing back with all we have.

Media narratives have actively
distorted reality and helped create
an atmosphere that risks unleashing
violence on an unprecedented scale
in our region. If I had to guess, I
would say violence was the precise
purpose of this apparent misinfor-
mation campaign.

As black-clad groups of masked
terrorists used rifles and handguns
to infiltrate protests and mow
down innocent demonstrators on
our streets, reports emerged in var-
ious media claiming that big cities
in Iran had “fallen.” Other reports
alleged the continuation of wide-
spread armed violence. In reality,

were
killed. This message, intentionally or
not, gave plotters an incentive to
pursue a callous and horrific strategy
of what can only be described as
“maximum bloodshed.” The purpose
was clear: to drag the U.S. into fight-
ing another war on behalf of Israel.
When even President Trump's former
Central Intelligence Agency director,
Mike Pompeo, openly acknowledges
the Israeli Mossad spy agency’s infil-
tration of street protests, this reality
can’t be dismissed as a conspiracy
theory.

From Dec. 28 to the evening of
Jan. 8, Iran witnessed various scenes
familiar in many other democracies:
largely peaceful protests against
economic reforms and the state of
the economy, especially inflation, ne-
gotiations with trade groups, and
limited, nonlethal clashes. Iranian
police are trained and equipped pri-
marily to manage unrest without
firearms, and almost all officers on
the ground were unarmed. But only
hours after Mr. Trump’s announce-
ment that he was considering inter-
vention in the case of mass violence,
our security forces were caught off
guard by coordinated, large-scale
armed attacks.

Gunfire targeted police and civil-
ians alike. Officers were shot, burned
and even beheaded. Public buses,
hospitals, ambulances, fire stations,

health infrastructure, chain stores
and even mosques were deliberately
destroyed to maximize casualties
and impede emergency response.
The majority of those killed were po-
lice officers and ordinary civilians.
To put the shocking scale of violence
in perspective, it was the equivalent
of 600 law-enforcement personnel in
the U.S. being killed in 72 hours. No
government would sit idly by as its
citizens were subjected to such un-
fathomable horrors.

Contrary to the lies being peddled
abroad, all unarmed victims have
been officially recognized as mar-
tyrs. This means that every affected
family will receive full support, in-
cluding the same compensation and
benefits as fallen police officers.

The violence on our streets has
subsided and normal life has re-
turned nationwide. Thanks to the in-
tervention of our brave security per-
sonnel and the vigilance and
cooperation of the public, terrorist

L
A demonstration in favor of the Iranian government, Jan. 14.

cells have been hunted down and
ted.

As Iranians grieve their loved
ones and rebuild what has been de-
stroyed, another threat looms: the
final failure of diplomacy. Unlike the
restraint Tran showed in June 2025,
our powerful armed forces have no
qualms about firing back with every-
thing we have if we come under re-
newed attack. This isn't a threat, but
a reality I feel I need to convey ex-
plicitly, because as a diplomat and a
veteran, I abhor war. An all-out con-
frontation will certainly be ferocious
and drag on far, far longer than the
fantasy timelines that Israel and its
proxies are trying to peddle to the
White House. It will certainly engulf
the wider region and have an impact
on ordinary people around the
globe. I will do anything in my
power to prevent that scenario from
materializing,

Mr. Trump perceives himself as a
deal maker. What he has so far

brought to our region, however, has
only been war. Look at Palestine,
Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, Iran and
even Qatar, and count how many
have lost their lives during his 12
months in office. It is time to change
tack.

‘With Iran, Mr. Trump tried diplo-
macy first. On at least three occa-
sions, we were very close to a mid-
dle-way solution during negotiations
in Oman last May. Ultimately it
didn’t pan out. Why? Because of Is-
rael’s proxies in the White House,
who couldn’t possibly care less
about American interests, We also
missed an excellent opportunity to

= resume diplomacy in New York last

September, simply because of mis-
calculation on the U.S. side in urging
the Europeans to invoke the so-
called snapback provision of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action,
reimposing United Nations sanctions
against Iran.

Iran will always choose peace
over war. We have always been
ready for real and serious negotia-
tions to achieve a fair and balanced
deal, and we have proved it time
and again in recent years. Mindful of
what we experienced in June and
September 2025, we are uncon-
vinced that the U.S. shares that
mindset.

Iran’s message to President
Trump is clear: The U.S. has tried
every conceivable hostile act against
Iran, from sanctions and cyber as-
saults to outright military attack—
and, most recently, it clearly fanned
a major terrorist operation—all of
which failed. It is time to think dif-
ferently. Try respect, which will al-
low us to advance farther than one
may believe.

Mr. Araghchi is Iran’s foreign
minister.

Washington Needs a Stadium as Grand as Harvard’s

By Justin Shubow

he largest private develop-

ment in the District of Colum-

bia’s history is under way: a
new Robert F. Kennedy Stadium
that will be home to the Command-
ers football team. At an estimated
cost of $3.8 billion, it will replace
the rusting, abandoned hulk that
sits at the east end of East Capitol
Street, fronting the Anacostia River.
Given the stadium’s prime location,
President Trump said the replace-
ment is “going to be an architect’s
dream.”

During a National Capital Plan-
ning Commission meeting last
month, White House staff secretary
Will Scharf said that he hopes the
structure “incorporates architectural
features in keeping with the capital
more generally—classical, neoclassi-
cal elements that will align it with
the capital that it will essentially
overlook.”

I hope so too. The project offers a
once-in-a-century opportunity for
‘Washington to achieve its potential
as a classical city inspired by Repub-
lican Rome—the intent of George
‘Washington and Thomas

flowed through the Eternal City. The
Jefferson Memorial and the Capitol
itself are modeled on the Pantheon.
The capital is awe-inspiring thanks

to Pierre Charles LEnfant’s 1791 mas-
ter plan, perfected by the 1901-02
McMillan Plan creating the National
Mall and monumental core as we
know them. A grand east-west cross
axis defines Washington, running
west from the Anacostia to the Capi-
tol through the National Mall, past
and to

Building a classical stadium
would comport with the spirit of Mr.
Trump’s August executive order
“Making Federal Architecture Beau-
tiful Again,” which reorients the de-
sign of government buildings from
modernist to classical and tradi-
tional styles. As that directive
states, the Founders “wanted Amer-
ica’s public buildings to inspire the
American people and encourage
civie virtue. . .. They sought to use

Lhe Lincoln Memorial at the Potomac.

Yet the capital falls short of its
founders’ vision. The Capitol build-
ing ought to be the symbolic center
of the city—as it is in the street grid
with its four quadrants—but the ave-
nue running east is underdeveloped.
A classical stadium at its end would
counterbalance the Greek-temple-in-
spired Lincoln Memorial at the oppo-
site terminus. The Capitol would be
the fulerum.

A classical stadium would be an
iconic structure. It would invigorate
fans and visitors. It would be lucra-
tive for the team’s owners and a cat-

A classical Roman- or
Greek-inspired arena
would suit the capital’s
spirit and history.

mixed-use development likely con-
taining housing and park space.
Would Washingtonians rather live
next to a structure that looks like a
gigantic Martian spaceship or a work
of beauty that reflects the genius loci,
the spirit of the place? If there’s any
doubt, the developers ought to survey
the public. They could create render-
ings of modernist vs. traditional de-
signs and let the people decide.

A classical stadium would echo
another new, planned gateway to the
city: the monumental Roman-in-
spired arch the president promises
to build in the traffic circle near Ar-
lington Memorial Bridge and the Lin-
coln Memorial. The magnificent pro-
posed structure is reminiscent of the
Arc de Triomphe in Pans and will

tect Ward Brown proposed building
a marble-and-concrete Roman-style
stadium that could seat 87,000 peo-
ple at what is now the site of the
Lincoln Memorial.

The location of the Robert F. Ken-
nedy Stadium cries out for a horse-
shoe design open to the west, per-
mitting spectators to look out
toward a majestic vista and setting
sun. The design could be modeled on
the U-shaped Panathenaic Stadium
in Athens—the quintessential exam-
ple of pure classical architecture re-
constructed in the second century
and entirely clad in marble.

It doesn’t necessarily augur well
that the Commanders have hired
HKS, a modernist architecture firm
that has designed a handful of new

America’s

as the lead designer. The

classical architecture to visually
connect our contemporary Republic
with the antecedents of democracy
in classical antiquity, reminding citi-
zens not only of their rights but also
their responsibilities in maintaining
and perpetuating its institutions.”

alyst for neighborhood
The design wuuld stand out from
other new around the

The Roman influence runs deep.
The U.S. Capitol was spelled with an
“0” rather than an “A” in reference
to ancient Rome’s Capitoline Hill.
The tributary of the Potomac River
cutting across the land was called
Tiber Creek after the river that

world, many of which look like ex-
perimental modern art projects. The
glitzy Sphere suits Las Vegas; a new
football arena along classical lines
would befit Washington, which Fred-
erick Douglass praised for “its lofty
domes and stately pillars.”

The order r that classical
public buildings, monuments and
memorials are popular with Ameri-
cans, who associate them with our
democracy’s highest ideals.

There’s also the question of civic
urbanism—an approach to city plan-
ning that puts citizenship and com-
munity at the center. The new sta-
dium will be the heart of a 180-acre

nial. This arch will continue the
aforementioned east-west axis to the
far side of the Potomac.

The idea of a classical football
stadium isn’t new to the U.S. Its
many precedents include the Los An-
geles Coliseum (a 1984 Summer
Olympics site), Harvard Stadium and
Chicago’s original Soldier Field.
Other countries have also recently
considered building classical stadi-
ums. In 2023, an archxtecture firm

an elegant liks
rugby stadium in Bath, England,
keeping with the city’s historic Geor-
gian architecture.

There’s even precedent for such a
project in Washington. In 1911, archi-

team recently released initial render-
ings. Lamely alluding to classical col-
umns, they’re uninspired, to say the
least. But even a mega-firm that typ-
ically builds in a futuristic style can
form a partnership with a design ar-
chitect who's an expert in classicism.

Working together, the Trump ad-
ministration, the Commanders’ own-
ers and other stakeholders have a
rare opportunity to build a glorious
stadium that will be a win for busi-
ness and a gift to the city.

Mr. Shubow is president of the
National Civic Art Society. He served
as chairman of the U.S. Commission
of Fine Arts in 2021

Private Credit Takes the Pressure off Regular Banks

By Josh Smith
T raditional banking suffers from

a basic flaw: It finances long-

term, illiquid loans with short-
term deposits that can be withdrawn
on demand. That maturity mismatch
fuels economic growth in good times,
but it also creates recurring instabil-
ity. Private credit—often labeled
“shadow banking”—has emerged not
as a threat to the system, but as a
structural solution to this longstand-
ing problem.

The growth of the private credit
market, in which investors rather
than bank depositors fund loans, pro-
tects bank depositors and ultimately
taxpayers by transferring credit risk
to people ready and willing to bear it.

Private credit doesn’t replace banks;
it allows them to become safer while
letting capital flow into the real
economy.

To understand why, consider what
banks are designed to do. While
banks have grown more complex
alongside the financial system, at
their core they extend credit to busi-
nesses and households using deposit-
funded balance sheets. That creates a
tension: Deposits can be withdrawn
at any time, while loans are repaid
only over time. Bank credit fuels
growth when confidence is stable,
but it also creates fragility. When
confidence holds, the system func-
tions smoothly.

When it breaks, depositors run.
‘That pattern has repeated itself

throughout financial history, from
19th-century panics to the Great De-
pression, from the savings-and-loan
crisis to the global financial crisis of
2008-09. Regulation has evolved in
response, but the underlying tension
has never been resolved.

Silicon Valley Bank’s 2023 collapse
is one of the most recent examples.
After the 2008-09 crisis, regulators
encouraged banks to reduce credit
risk and hold assets deemed safe and
liquid. SVB complied, investing heav-
ily in U.S. Treasurys and agency secu-
rities. But those assets carried sub-
stantial interest-rate risk. When
inflation surged and rates rose
sharply, their market value fell, erod-
ing the bank’s capital. Once those
losses became wslble, confidence
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1 and d fled. The
bank avoided one category of risk to
fail through another, arriving at the
same destination by a different route.

The lesson is that regulation has
limits. Because deposit-taking is a
public privilege backed by explicit
and implicit guarantees, bank risk-
taking must be constrained. Over
time, those constraints have pushed
the industry toward a narrower role:
holding safer, more-liquid assets and
avoiding long-duration illiquid lend-
ing. That makes banks more resil-
ient—but it limits their ability to pro-
vide capital to parts of the economy
that depend on it.

Market demand drove private
credit to fill that gap. Private credit
allows credit creation to continue
without reintroducing the fragility
regulation is designed to suppress.

Credit risk isn’t eliminated but relo-
cated. Banks become safer utilities,
while private investors supply long-
term capital structured to absorb
losses.

This reallocation has reshaped fi-
nancial intermediation. Banks are in-
creasingly in the “moving” busi-
ness—originating, structuring and
distributing loans—while private
credit funds are in the “storage”

Willing investors avoid
the mismatch between
illiquid loans and deposits
payable on demand.

business, underwriting and managing
illiquid assets through full cycles.
Banks earn fees by facilitating the
flow of capital. Private lenders earn
returns by bearing risk over time.
That distinction is increasingly
visible on bank balance sheets.
Rather than holding illiquid business
loans directly, banks now lend senior
capital to private credit funds, expo-
sures that are typically diversified,
secured and supported by substantial
equity cushions. Critics argue that
this interconnectedness merely shifts
risk within the system. But exposure
isn’t fragility. A system with banks in
a senior financing position protected
by loss-absorbing private investors is
more stable than one in which banks
fund illiquid credit directly with de-
posits. In the most common private-

lending structures, leverage is typi-
cally kept to 1to 1.5 times equity—a
stark contrast to the 20 or 30 times
leverage that characterized the bal-
ance sheets of some large financial
houses in the runup to the global fi-
nancial crisis.

‘While private-credit assets don’t
trade on public markets, they’re val-
ued regularly, typically by indepen-
dent third-party agents, based on
borrower performance, leverage, cov-
enant compliance and deal structure.
While such valuations are subjective,
they reflect economic performance
and operate in a system in which de-
manding investors scrutinize risk, as
opposed to depositors, who generally
give it little thought.

Private credit isn't without risk. A
severe downturn will test underwrit-
ing standards, valuations and inves-
tor discipline. Losses will occur, and
some strategies will fail. But that’s
the point. Risk belongs with capital
designed to absorb it—not with insti-
tutions whose stability depends on
confidence and public support.

Private credit doesn't replace tra-
ditional banking. It enables safer
banking by allowing banks to operate
under tighter regulation without
starving the real economy of capital.
The result isn’t less risk, but better-
placed risk: Short-duration liquidity
is provided by banks built on deposi-
tor confidence, while loss is absorbed
by capital built to endure it.

Mr. Smith is head of macro strat-
egy and risk for Kennedy Lewis In-
vestment Management.
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Takaichi’s electoral roll of the dice

Japan’s PM is betting her
popularity will bring
more votes to her party

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takai-
chi's decision to call asnap election after
just three months in office is a roll of the
dice. If her Liberal Democratic Party
does well —and certainly if she can win
it back a majority inthe lower house of
parliament — Takaichi will be the first
leader of a Japanese government to
enjoy a strong persenal mandate since
her late mentor Shinzo Abe stepped
down in 2020. But if the LDP fails to do
significantly better than its disastrous
showing in 2024, she will almost cer-
tainly become just another name in the
long roll of brief and largely inconse-
quential Japanese premiers.

Takaichi's gamble reflects strong pub-
lic approval for her showing since she
became Japan’s first female prime min-
ister in October. On the international

stage, she adroitly d a visit by
mercurial US President Donald Trump
and has made a real effort to strengthen
long-prickly ties with Seoul, hosting a
strikingly amicable summi: with South
Korea's President LeeJae Myung.

It has not all been easy going. Takai-
chi’s unusually blunt statement in par-
liament that Tokyo might consider mili-
tary action should China attack Taiwan
infuriated Beijing, which retahiated with
punitive economic measures, But she
has wisely not fuelled the dispute fur-
ther and polls suggest voters blame a

ive China for i

Takaichi’s biggest economic move so
far,a ¥21.3tn ($135.4bn) stimulus pack-
age, included measures to ease public
dismay at rising living costs, such as gas
and electricity subsidies, rice coupons
and cash handouts for parents, But it
has only compounded concerns about
Japan's fiscal sustainability. Such wor-
ries have been fuelled by her signal of
support for atwo-year suspension of the
8 per cent sales tax on food. Japan’s

yester-
day rose above 4 per cent for the first
time.

It is a reflection of Japan’s thirst for
dynamic leadership that this 64-year-
old veteran conservative has felt like
sucha breath of fresh air. The question
is whether Takaichi’s personal popular-
ity will translate into votes for maler
and staler LDP candidates around the
country. Polls suggest support for her
partyislittleimproved.

The election could also hinge on a
political realignment prompted by the
collapse under Takaichi of the LDP’s
long alliance with Komeito, a smaller
party founded in the 1960s by the head
of the Soka Gakkai Buddhist sect.
Komeito opposes the kind of defence
spending increases Takaichi wants. It
has now agreed to a parliamentary
union with the biggest opposition party,
the Constitutional Democratic Party of
Japan. Komeito previously mobilised
supporters to back LDP candidates in
single-seat constituencies it did not con-

Investors sense
shie could be
more fiscally
profligate if
unshackled
framthe
restraints of
minoity rule

testitsell. If it can as effectively muster
support fer its new “Centrist Reform
Alliance” with the CPDJ, then the LDP
could beintrouble.
If Takaichi’s bet pays off, many will
\ TRLRE, leadershi

in Tokyo. There are many areas where
she could usefully spend increased
political capital. Examples include
making Japan less reliant on the US for
1ts defence, and restarting idled nuclear
power stations or closing them if they
are really not safe. She could also focus
stimulative spendingon those who most
need it rather than on broad handouts.
Yet the rise in bond yields also hintsat
the potential risks of an emboldened
Takaichi. Investors sense she could be
more fiscally profligate if unshackled
from the restraints of minority rule. A
revival of past hostile rhetoric on for-
eigners would be equally unwelcome,
giventheimportance of immigrantsand
tourists to Japan’s economy. 'Takaichi
has so far shown a sure political touch,
but shestill hasalot to prove on policy.

Opinion Science

Ancientice can give us
alook into the future

Anjana
Ahuja

ncicnt ice is the closest

thing that nature has to

the perfect reference

book. Its layers comprise

centuries upon centuries
of snowfall, compressing the powder
beneath sa heavily that it turns to ice.
That compacted ice captures informa-
tion on atmosphere and climate, trap-
ping air bubbles, pollutants, aerosols
and dust inits layers.

But these records are meltingas the
world warms, risking the loss of valua-
ble information. Now scientists have
opened a purpose-built cave in Ant-
arctica to preserve samples of moun-
tain glaciers. Last Wednesday, the first
ice cores, drilled from Mont Blanc in
France and Grand Combin in Switzer-
land, werearchived in a 35-metre sub-
terranean tunnel called the Ice Mem-
ory Sanctuary.

‘The project provides hope for the

Reading antique samples
may reveal how the
climate reacted to other
fundamental shifts

future even asthe political consensus
around climate change wobbles. ust
as DNA in criminal cases was archived
speculatively in the hope that new
technology might eventually unveil
culprits, the secrets of these so-called
heritage ice cores might one day be
decoded using techniques yet to
appear.
Thecave,

d by the Ice Mem-

hY

ment, as well aslocal communities.
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Indonesia must be urged to change course on forest plan

Indonesian President Prabowo
Subianto is in London today as part of a
new strategic partnership between the
UK and Indonesia, which commits
both countries to uphold human rights
and envi ion while

deforestation projects. This state-run

The prmect is already impacting the
of

Ptabowo has himself stated that the

ice and sugarcane bioethanol lives of
recently i igated by on y lands.
the FT ( “Indonesia uses military to Signlﬁcandy. agroup of nine UN

accelerate deforestation”, Report,
23), targets pristine tropical

expanding bilateral co- operation in

forests, savannahs, mangroves and

Special Rapporteurs on human rights
signed a letter estimating that more
than 50,000 Indigenous Papuans living

must be a priority
following the devastating floods on the
eastern Indonesian island of Sumatra,
which were exacerbated by
deforestation.

The UK should act as a critical friend

maritime, education and food security. | wetlands for conversion toagricultural | in 40 villages around and within the to Indonesia. The fate of Indonesia’s
We would urge the UK government use, It covers a staggering Smn project area will be directly affected. forests will have a decisive impact on

to take the opportunity to raise the hectaresand if fully developed would The UN is investigating human rights | the lives and livelihoods of its people

issue of Indonesia’s controversial “Food | release 732mn metric tonnes of CO; — violations within the project. and on those of the entire planet.

and Energy Estate” project in its more lhan douhhng Indonesia’s dmmte Already, more than 40,000 hectares Gemma Hoskins

eastern province of West Papua — set ding to an Ind: of forests have been cleared but thereis | UK Director, Mighty Earth

to be one of the world’s largest think-tank. an opportunity to halt the destruction. | London E17, UK

Rising corporatism needs saux | UK’ state pension crisis An alternative investment

new model of political risk has a health component strategy for your columnist

“We are the last who can
act,” sand Anne-Catlierine Olibnana,
foundation director.

The British Antarctic Survey is not
involved in the Ice Memory Sanctuary
but a spokesperson told the FT it sup-
ported the idea. “Personally, I thinkit's
fantastic,” said Amy King, a BAS palae-
oclimatologist involved with the unre-
lated Beyond Epica (European Project
for Ice Coring in Antarctica) consor-
tium, which last year drilled the old:

your report “Trump shakes
curpurate America with run ol "Mavist”
interventions” (January 17), I recall in
my first economics lesson 1 was told
that every national economy is to some
extent “mixed”.

No economy is untrammelled by law
or regulation, and nor should it be.
Similarly, investment professionals
may intone free market shibboleths,
but they know that political factors

evercontinuous ice core inthe world.
Given global meltirg, King said, it

always infl the flow of capital.
Economic and financial models
rypicallv view “political interventions™

was crudal

“Ice cores are unique hmause lhcyzre
the only archive that gives us a direct
record of the atmosphere, with air
bubbles in the ice, without us having
to infer things or use proxies.” That
makes them more reliable than other
natural records, such as tree rings or
the banding on seashells.

Dating ice cores to reconstruct past
climate involves a patchwork of differ-
ent techniques: checking upper snow
layers for seawmlly varying isotopes

risks triggered
exlemal actors. But since 2008, the
willingness of governments around the
world to move the goalposts of any
sector, at any time, has grown

Ily. Today, many Joped
economies seem to be closer to

Conservative, Labour and Lib Dem

corporatism than capitalism. parties should serve to teach the latter

Corporatism — asystem of grand parties a harsh lesson in Lhc

bargains between capital, es of

labour and business — s politically and lowa.rd.s voters.

academically discredited, yet its Perhaps as part of this process, it
should be agreed that governments

of water; h ‘tie points”
that hook specific layers to historic
events, such as ash deposits from vol-
canic eruptions; ‘wiggle matching’
patterns of certain compounds to
other climate records; and ice-sheet
modelling, which estimates how the
ice has built up over time.

Further down, it involves methods
such as measuring the radioactive iso-
tope krypton-81, which has a half-life
of 229,000 years. Butdepth does not
reliably equate to age on the frozen
continent: last year, US researchers
revealed they had found 6mn-year
old ice in east Antarctica that had been
pushed towards the surface by geolog-
icalactivity.

Chunks from the nearly 3km-leng
Beyond Epica ice core, thought to con-
tain a continuous dimate record

hing back at least 1.2mn years,

ory Foundation, lies near the French-
Italian Concordia station on Antarctica.
The initiative was launched in 2015 by
several European institutes, including
the French research institute CNRS
and the Paul Scherrer Institute in Swit-
zerland. The subterranean archive,
with a natural temperature of -52C
and requiring no refrigeration, will pro-
videalong-term safe haven forice cores
fromall over the world, including the
Andes and the Caucasus. According to
the foundation, 13 countries — includ-
ing the US, Russia and China — are
participatingin drillingexpeditions.
The sanctuary’s opening coincides
with the current UN Decade of Action
for Cryospheric Sciences. The cryo-
sphere refers to the frozen areas of
our planet: glaciers, ice sheets, snow
and permafrost. The declaration is
intended to sound the alarm on cry-
ospheric loss, which has knock-on
elfects on clinate, sea level, drinking
water, agriculture and the environ-

are now being analysed in European
labs. While some approaches involve
melting, others involve crushing or
grating samples inside a vacuum
chamber so the air bubbles do not
react when released.

This is not abstract science: peering
into the past could help us to see into
the future. For the last million years,
glacial waxing and waning has fol-
lowed a 100,000-year cycle; prior to
that, records suggest a 41,000-year
cycle. Reading antique books of ice, as
King and others are daing, may reveal
how the climate reacted to this funda-
mental shift.

Human behaviour is, after all,
changing the climate rapidly. That is
why efforts like the Ice Memory Sanc-
tuary matter: as global temperature
rises and our climate reference books
melt away, so do our prospects for
reading what might come next.

The writeri:

influence can be seen everywhere lrom
dinavia to i

The actions of the Trump
administration aver the past 12 months
force us to face an unpalatable truth:
that conventional approaches to
political risk are no longer fit for
purpose. The time has come for the
finance and economics professions to
completely reassess political risk; 1o
reclassify it as endogenous, rather than
exogenous; and to devise new models
for its measurement and management.
Andrew Mills
Director, Insight Financial Research,
Harpenden, Hertfordshire, UK

Taking project decisions
‘out of politics’ won't work

1 sympathise with Geoffrey Wort
(Letters, January 17) and the many
others who become frustrated at
projects being held up or abandoned
through our political process, but I fear
his proposed solution — taking them
“out of politics” — would hit the
democratic buffers.

If cross-party politicians start
agreeing on plans pre-election and
their agreements end up in party
manifestos, what choice is left to voters
who dislike those plans? And what
would be the point of electing people
who all agree with each other?

Evenif it is envisaged that only
certain matters should be taken out of
politics, who would decide which ones
they would be, and why others should
be excluded?

The problem of politicians saying
one thing in opposition and something
different when in office should not be
resolved by removing their ability to
behave in this damaging way by taking
the issues out of politics. Instead, the
rise of [ringe parties W seciously

hallenge the long-established

should be in office for no more than
four ar even three years (unless re-

Politicians and policymakers grappling
willi Lie state pension crisis shadowing
much of western Europe are
encumbered by two electoral
certainties: the “grey” voting block

and the toxicity of the immigration
debate, both being driven by an

ageing population (“Can Europe a'ford
its state pensions?”, The Big Read,
January 15).

‘While there may be lessons to leam
from Denmark, Greece and Portugal,
each of whom are forecasting fallsin
pensmn spendlng, the UK has lew-r

credibl
The most prmmsmg wouldbea va-y
long-term option: addressing health
inequalities which are among the worst
in Europe.

Data reveals a massive variation in
the incidence of lifestyle-related
diseases — which are mappable on to
areas of deprivation and economic
hardship.

Poor health forces many adults living
in deprived communities out of the
workforce prematurely — reducing the
tax base and investment potential,
putting further strain on welfare

elected ). The present period of five budgets, the NHS and social care.
yearsis too long for governments that The Office for Budget Responsibility,
fall into unpopularity and disrepute,as | the government's independent
has u(curred with both the present economic and fiscal watchdog, has

ion and its pred dthe annual cost of sickness
John Webster and disability benefits for people of
Aldershot, Hampshire, UK working age will reach £63bn by the

Each unhappy reader is
unhappy in their own way
For many men, reading for pleasure is
a habit dropped for good in sccondary
school (“Why men should really be
reading more fiction”, Opinion, January
12). Each unhappy reader is unhappy
in ther own way, as Tolstoy might have
said. Everyone who avoids books will
have their own reasons for doing so and
the causes of this decline are multi-
faceted.

But research shows reading levels fall
rapidly when children reach secondary
education, hitting their lowest ebb
during the GCSE years. It’s clear where
we should be focusing efforts to reverse
this damaging trend.

The compulsory English GCSE
should be an opportunity to instil a
love of reading in young people — and
to teach them the many different forms
of written language they will encounter
in life. Instead it is a dispiriting
experience for teachers and students
alike, undoubtedly putting many off
the subject for life, This year is
Natioaal Year of Reading, coinciding
with government plans to update the
curriculum. This is a golden
opportunity to rejuvenate the nation’s
reading habits: we must grasp it.

McGinley

Managing Director, Cambridge OCR,
Cambridge University Press & Assesstitent,
Cambridge, UK

end of the decade — compared with
£36bn in 2019,

Improving “healthy life” expectancy
might also help the political argument
for extending the state pension age
rather than focusing on life expectancy,
which has stalled anyway.

Professor Les Mayhew
Professor of Statistics,
Bayes Business Scheol,
London EC1, UK

Chic, larger-than-average
shoes: a sole mate’s advice

As astylish, professional woman who
curses her size 42 feet, I felt
appreciated reading Rachel Garrahan's
feature piece in HTSI “Can women with
big feet finally feel well-heeled?” (FT
Weekend, January 3).

1too have patronised Berlin-based
footwear brand Aeyde, in honour of the
German heritage from which my
“boats" — my big feet — derive.

But I'd add that Gianvito Rossi, the
Italian luxury shoe brand, which was
not referenced by the article, but which
speaks to my Italian side, makes
gorgeous leather heels, up to size £2.

And I rarely buy any of these retail —
The RealReal app allows you to savea
search for luxury second-hand shoes in
your size (up to size US15/EU45) that
auto-updates whenever new stock is
added. 1 check it daily.

Victoria Roeck
New York, NY, US

1n2024 Stuart Kirk wrote that he was
auming Lo double the value of lis
portfolio to £1mn over eight years and
he now reports a cash portfolio worth
£638,500.

His capital has grown impressively
since, but with 20 per cent less time
available to achieve the remainder of
his goal, the risk of a market downturn
is more significant than ever.

No wonder in his latest FT Money
column he has declared that options
are the only way to go (“I'mall at sea
with 100% cash”, Opinion, FT Money,
FT Weekend, January 10).

But if Kirk is still keen to achieve his
original target by 2032 then there is an
alternative strategy that will probably
allow him to achieve at least 80 per
cent of this target with modest risk and
with a realistic possibility of achieving
100 per cent of his goal ahead of time.

Investing his £638,500 cash directly
into a long-dated UK government gilt,
trading at below par would generate at
least £30,000 per annum. Assuming no
change to the gilt price then this would
deliver a total of between 80-85 per
cent of his stated target by 2032.

In addition to guaranteed
cash coupens, the gilt price itself might
do some heavy lifting in achieving
Kirk’s goal. While it's possible that gilt
prices might drop further, given their
historical lows it’s much more likely
that they will rise in the next 5-10
years.

By way of example, the UK Treasury
gilt maturing in 2049 is currently
trading at around £88 and hasa
running yield of 4.79 per cent — it was
priced at more than £200 as recently
as April 2020.

So if, as most people expect, UK
interest rates fall significantly in the
next 5-10 years, gilt prices should re-
rate and this would offer the prospect
of achieving the £1mn target, perhaps
even ahead of Kirk's original 2032
deadline.

With so little time left to achieve the
original objective, surely managing risk
isthe key consideration, and so serious
consideration of gilts might at this
stage in the market cycle offera
different and more secure “option™.
Professor Stephen Caddick
Worthing, West Sussex, UK

More than just pub talk

Your leader on Britain’s business rates
includes the claim that “one pub closed
every day in England and Wales last
year” (FT View, January 16).

This only makes sense if it's given as
a number relative to the total number
of pubs in England and Wales. Is it
0.0000001 per cent or 10 per cent or
what?

And what is the historical data? And
have any pubs opened?
Nick Collings
Cambridge, UK
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Howard
Lutnick

very year in January, leaders
gather in Davos, Switzerland,

Why the Trump administration is going to Davos

ica's economic power and gave it to the
rest of the world. Scme of our past lead-
ers believed thelies that offshoring was
necessary, borders were not, and our
national interest needed to submit to
global lower cost of labour for the com-
mon good. That approach failed the US,
crushed American workers and ripped
apart most of the rest of the world as

for the World

well. It d

Forum to discuss the global
economy. This year, some
people have. asked agreat quesnon Why

supply chains and left working people in
most western countries behind.
Under President Donald Trump's

isthe ¢

at all? Why show up and pamclpate
when we've been so clear that the old
globalist line of thinking has been a dis-
aster for America?

The answer is simple: we're not going
to Davos touphold the status quo. We're
going to confront it head-on.

For far too long, the fate of the global
economy has been decided by aninter-
national establishment who took Amer-

we are going in a new direc-
tion. This administration is putting
America first. We're aggressively

unle;\shinz American energy, demand-
ing fair trade with our partners, and
restoring the idea that our economic
policy should serve American citizens,
not the other way around.

One year in and the results have been
historic, Our exports are up, our

imports down, our trade deficit is down
by 35 per cent and our budget deficit
dramatically lower. Our GDP growth is
driven by record investment in the US
economy. Our strong 4.3 per cent GDP
numbers didn’t appear by coincidence.
They are the direct result of America

We are here to make one
thing crystal clear:
capitalism hasa
new sheriffin town
First policies that prioritise US produc-

tion, resilience and workers.
Contrary to the warnings of establish-

ment politicians, these policies haven't
hurt the world, they’ve helped |L Eveu

Japan, the UK, Europe and South Korea
are all up, way up. This is because the
message is clear: when America shines
brightly, the world shines. Global inves-
tors und; d that capitalism and

sion-making. We believe strong comes-
ticindustries are an asset, not a flaw. We
are in Davos to herald a better way —a
way that America is successfully dem-

their success is protected when America
Is strong, and the world respects our
military, When we win, the world wins.

We are here at Davos to make one
thing crystal clear: With President
Trump, capitalism has a new sheriff in
town. For decades, countries were told
there was only one acceptable model.
They were forced to depend on global
supply chains and foolishly trust that
global institutions would have their
backs. That model put America dead
last, and left countless others weaker
aswell.

By re]ecunga one-size-fits-

partners, while those that rely on
globalist fantasies and shirk responsi-
bility create instability.

Over the next few days, we will make
clear that this moment represents an

all globalism and national

strength, we've shown that prosperity
starts at home. And there is no reason

y opportunity for the glo-

bal economy. One path clings desper-

ately toa failed status quo that protects
and out-of-touch

other

The US will no longer accept deals
that betray American workers or under-
mine our industrial base. If foreign
countries want access to our markel.
that’s going to come with expectations
of fairness, reciprocity and respact for
national sovereignty, We are going to
negotiate confidently and invest boldly
inour own future.

But it'simportant to note that !uner-

instead of people. The other embraces
an approach that respects sovereignty,
rewards productivity and restores trust
between governments and citizens.
America, under President Trump, has
boldly chosen the correct path. By
putting our people back at the centre of
our economy, we're rebuilding the foun-
dations of lasting prosperity. We aren’t
going to Davos to blend in, We're not

The Trump administration is icaFirst does not mean asking permission or seeking approval.
unapologetically taking on that failed  We believe the global economy isatits ~ We are here to declare that the era of
set-up. We bel ions have both the when nations are strong indi-  America Last has come toan end.

as the US has used tariffs
defend our workers, global mnrkels
have grown stronger. Stock markets in

rightand the responsibility to put their
people at the centre of economic deci-

vidually. Countries that invest in their
own people make better trading

The writer is the US secretary of commerce

The world's
past, present

and future

Martin Wolf I'conomics

Washington is no longer predictable
nor bound by any fundamental

principles of action

he truism that the future
is uncertain is made
more concrete when the
principal guest at a confer-
ence on a Swiss mountain
has declared a trade war for territory
against his country’sclosest allies, many
of whose leaders are also guests. This is
surreal, at the least. But what does it
mean for the world's future, not least its
cconomlc lutm, to be vulnerable to the

the strongest of all: within five years,
global GDP per heac is 10 percent above
its 2019 level. The recovery in high-
income economies has heen faster than
after the previous recessions. While
the recovery of emerging market and
developing economies (EMDEs) has
been faster thar in high-income

le whims of the president of

thewarld's leading power?

Before returning to that question, let
us look at where the economy has been
and might go in the near future. The
World Bank’s new Global Economic
Prospects provides a clarifying view of
the recent past. In particular, it notes:
*“The global cconomy has shown notable
resilience to heightened trade tensions
and palicy uncertainty. lLast year's
faster-than-expected pace of growth

Adh 4 "

d a robust

have enjoy
recovery from the pandemic

Cumulative changes in real GDP per head in advanced

Developing economies have recovered less
strongly after 2020 than after 2009
Cumulative :hanges in real GDP per head in emerging -

economies during global and the market and during global
recoveries (%) eTotal® M Recession year M Yearafter :and the (%) oTotal* year
273 yearsafter W 4/5 years after W Year after ' 2/3 years after W 4/5 years after
20

5
N1 |

The proportion of low-income and fragile
countries that were poorer in 2025 than
2019 was higher than for richer ones
Countries with lower GDP per head five years after
global recessions (% of countries)

W Post-2009 recovery (2014 vs 2008)

W Post-2020 recovery (2025 vs 2019)

cent of high-i

countries, it has been far slower than in b ( --
2010-14. (See charts.) i e

More warrymglv, many individual 5

loping countries have performed

very poarly in the more recent period: 0 o
by 2025, GDP per head in nearly 90 per World AEs EMDEs IDA LICs FCS
passed £52015 leves fn mmm::‘;{'[ ::; 1975 1982 1991 2009 2020 1975 1982 1991 2009 2020 | exmomen "zi:%ﬁmﬁﬁﬂm:m;m
ained lower than in2019 inmorethana  Source World Eank “Totai ihe change up 1o five years after the respe the year of the LiCs = law-income countries

quarter of EMDES and in 40 per cent of

low-income countries. Worse, the decl-

inc in the proportion of the population

in extreme poverty in the poorest coun-

tries has halted aver the past decade.

This really ought to malter to policy-
make

cappedarecovery from the 2
slnn unma!ched insix demdes, even ll
ing market

in the proportion ul Lhe world s people

estimated 3.3 per cent out-turnin 2025",
This forccast marks a small upward
revision for 2026 and no change for
2027 compared with October 2025, On
balance, accommodative monetary and
fiscal policies, buoyant stock markets
and Al euphoria have offset both

oping economies arelagging behind.”
The fact that the recovery from the

cconomic impact of the pandemic has

been so mong is cheenng Itis due, not

poverty wasak

Yet who cares in today’s more openly
predatory world? Probably not many of
thosc in Davos. So, let us turn to what
does matter to them: global economic

least, tothe ef {vaccines, for
whose development Donald Trump,
with his Operation Warp Speed, bore
much responsibility. The contrast with
the attitude to vaccines of his second
administration is stupefying.

The two deepest global recessions
since 1960 occurred in 2009 and 2020,
‘The recovery from the latter has been

in a world subject to the
whims of a mad despoL. (Yes: his desire
to own Greenland is mad and his impo-
sition of taxes at will is despotic.)

The IMF’s recent World Economic
Outlook Is comforting. It says that
“global growth is projected to remain
resilient at 3.3 per cent in 2026 and at.
3.2 per cent in 2027: rates similar to the

Trump-induced uncertainty and the
negative impact of tariffs, themselves
substantially less aggressive than indi-
cated on “liberation day” last April.

So, is the Trump era, albeit all the
noise, “a tale told by an idiot, full of

What we are seeingis a

slow motion erasure of

the operating systems
of the global order

sound and fury, signifying nothing”, al
least where the yis

rule of law, fiscal stability, the inde-
d f the Federal Reserve (and so

He has learnt that he cannot bull)
China. He helieves he can bully every-
body else and nothing, so far, suggesu

monetary and financial stability) and
the commitment ta science are all in
questmn Internationally, the US is

he iswrong. The cost of his

to Venezuela and other such ventures

seenis modest. Inall, the upside may be

small, but the downside may be small,

too: his bark is worse than the bite.
Yetmy gucss is that thi:

war on almost all si
institutions, notably the EU. The World
Trade Organization has been made
irrelevant. Co-operation on dimzte and
health is ruined. In all, the administra-
tion has d its decision zo pull

is mistaken. What we are seeing is a
slow-motion erasure of the operating
systems of the global economic and
political orders.

Thus, with the US neither predictable
nor bound by any fundamental princi-
plesof action, apart from some short-
term gains, its credibility as a reliable
partner and ally is being destroyed,
perhaps permanently. Domestically, the

out of a total of 66 international organi-
sations, including 31 UN entities.

It is possible that even such an unco-
operative and unstable environment
will not impair the willingness of busi-
ness and policymakers to take big bets
onthe future. Look at the Al boom. But
this must be doubted. The costs may not
come swiftly or cven visibly. Yet we
know that populist policies erode

domestic economic performance. The
same is surc to be truc when the regime
in question is a global superpower. But,
in this case the damage will be to the
world economy, too, as we lose a host of
global public goods. Casualties might
well include the global roles of the dollar
and the US financial system.

At the same time, as the recovery
from the pandemic tells us, the world
cconomy has great momentum: it has,
after all, grown substantially in every
year since 1950, Important innovations
came apace, not just in the US, but also
elsewhere. Adam Smith famously said
that “there is a great deal of ruin in a
nation™. He was right. But it would be
grotesque 10 test this optimistic view to
the point of US and global destruction.

martin.wolfi@ft.com

POLITIC

istorical sensibility tells us
it is the barbarians who
storm the gates. In today’s
America, it is the other way
round. Inside the citadel,
the hordes are incinerating America’s
traditions ol hw. uvdxly and restraint.
‘The civil (‘_I'Ylﬂulc ild
Measured hy the old era’s

The barbarians are inside the gates in America

Usas hisown. As America prepares to
commemorate its 2:0th anniversary, the
republicis flirting withits own funeral.

statist taking bites out of the shiniest
bits of the private sector. Some make
heroic attempts to depict Trump as a

Arump
that escalator in 2015, loyalists have
A.Iugnu»d crilics as suﬂu ing (ruul
“Trump d " In

21st-century reincarnation of Ronald
Reagan. They get an A for effort. Like
the fable of the ualv:d uupemr he is

dinall

line with the president’s core trait, they
project their own condition on to others.
With Trump, accusation is confession.
Hecalls his opponents corrupt, unpatri-
otic, dishonest and much cruder things
besides. Trump's apologists — a more
numerous crowd than true believers —
work round the clock w sane-wash his
policies into something coherent. Alas,
Trump's caprice makes it impossible for
SRR K

US President Donald Trump's bonfire is
only a quarter of the way through. Like
somuch else — the US Institute of Peace,
the Kennedy Center, the Versailles-style
White House ballroom, other people’s
Nobel Prizes — Trump is rebranding the

P pa

One day Trump is a restrainer paring
back America’s role in the world. The
next, he is a true nationalist asserting
his country’s domain over all he sur-
veys. Tomorrow, he could revert to lib-
ertarianism. Today he is a pragmatic

pity that heis not plzying'dong

No ideological code can
fully capture the president’s
actions, Trumpism is
whatever he chooses it to be

Fate will decide what becomes of
‘Trump. He could get to the point where
he loses his grip over the 2028 succes-
sion. He could just as equally bury the
US’s constitutional order and claim a
third term into his mid-eighties. Those
who discount the latter should recall

that Trump serially exceeds the worst
lorecasts of what he will do. The move-
along-nothing-to-see-here crowd have
never had it so bad. The only thing that
stopoed Trump from staging an auto-
coup in 2020 was a display of rectitude
from his formerly quiescent vice-presi-
dent, Mike Pence. JD Vance, the current
vice-president, was picked to prevent

The other improbable hero of 2020
was Bill Barr, the attorney-general who
was an ultra-loyalist up to the point that
Trump asked him to seize voting
machines and investigate voter lraud.
Barrresigned. Pam Bondi, Barr's succes-
sor, can be relied on to carry out any
such instruction. Sceptics of Bondi’s
limits should consult the Jeffrey Epstein
files. Congress passed a law last month
mandating Bondi to release them,
which she has largely ignored. The law
apparently is dispensable when it
clashes with the wishes of America’s

greatest leader. Whatever fate decrees
tor Trump, his Greek chorus are lashed
to his mast. There is no easy path back
from unquestioning obedience to the
‘whims of one man.

How should rational planners —
American and foreign alike — respond
to whatever Trump throws at them?
They have littl
they see him for what he is. No idzologi-
cal code can fully capture his actions.
Calling him a fascist may offer emo-
tional release but his autocratic
impulses stem more from vanity and
insecurity than a coherent beliel sys-
tem. Trumpism is whatever he chooses
it to be even as he contradicts himself.
The key thus lies in Trump’s psychology,
which has never been a mystery. His
characteris hidden in plain sight.

For those belatedly ready to see
today’s abyss for what it is, herz once
againis Trump's worldview. Life isabat-
tle in which one person wins and the

other loses. Everyone else, including his
henchmen and America’s allies, is the
other person. A zero-sum world permits
noreom for sentiment or friends. Oppo-
nents earn respect. Loyalty is for foals.
Rivals might win or lose, depending on
their hand. China has been the biggest
winner of Tramp's second term so far —
and has earned his respect. Venezuela'’s
Nicolds Maduro is an obvious loser.
Greenland, and quite possibly Nato,
could be next.

The lesson for America’s friends is
clear. Flattering Trump will earn his
contempt. The world should study
the fate of Canada’s Mark Carney. Alone
among allies so far, the Canadian prime
minister is responding to the reality
of America’s deranged turn. Standing
up to Trump offers no guarantee of suc-
cess. Submission, on the other hand, is
certain to fail.

edwand. luce@ft.com
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People dive deep into tall with their many tongwes, yet the
clasest of them all to goodness is the one that speaks the truth.

Abu Al-Atahiya

Abbazi-or

ritics from all sides will

have much to say about

this week's unveiling by

President Donald Trump of

his much-touted “Board of

Peace.” of which he is chair-
man. The board is an intermational transi-
tional body that will provide oversight and
supervision for Gaza's governance under
Trump's peace plan, which was signed and
adopted late last vear and has created &
fragile ceasefive between Hamas and Israel

Trump's White House also showcased
several related bodies, including the Execu-
tive Board, a National Committee for the
Administration of Gaza and the head of the
International Stabilization Force, Seasoned
diplomat Nickolay Mladenov has been
appointed high representative for Gazi,
serving & the on-the-ground link hetween
the Board of Peace and the National
Committee for the Administration of Gazs.
The Board of Peace is expected to

The board's
charter establishes
aUS-led,
invitation-only
intergovernmental
body with a wide
peace-building
mandate

include appraximately 10 leaders from
Arab and Western countries, Tony Blair
Canada's Mark Carney and US Secretary
of State Marco Rublo are among the
members, with invitations also extesded
to the leaders of Jordan, Egypl, Turkiye
Argentina and others,

The charter of the Board of Peace
estitblishes a US-led, invitation-only inter
governmental body with a wide peace
building mandate, very strong powers for
its chalrman and membership and voting
rules that heavily privilege states able to
pay or contribute at scale

Resolving the Gaza crisis is only one of
its responsibilities. Critics believe Trump
alms to eclipse the UN and its Security
Council in conflict resolution. Although
the UNSC gave Trump's board a mandate
linked to Gaza, the charter itself does not
mention Gaza and instead rames o broad
global outreach

But while those invited to the top board
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Trump’s ‘Board of Peace’

have yet to decide whether to join, it is the
membership of the National Committee for
the Administration of Gaza — the interim
government of Gaza composed of Pales
tinian technocrats — that has rattled Isracki
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,

Netanyahu was taken aback by the
White House's invitation of Turkish Presi
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan to the main
board, along with the naming of a Qatari
diplomat and Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan 1o the Executive Board
Ne
Qalar of supporting Hamas

The National Committee for the Admin-
istration of Gaza, the third tier in the gover-
nance structure for the Strip, will be tasked
with handling day-to-day operations. It
comprises 15 Palestinian technocrats led by
D, Ali Shaath, a former undersecretary in
the Palestinian Authority

With this weeks announcements, the
Gaza peace plan enters its second phase

ywihu accuses both Turkive and

trips Netanyahu of control

under which Hamas is due to begin
to disarm and Israel to make further
withdrawals from the enclave. Tel Aviv
will no longer be involved in logistical
operations such as aid delivery and will be
required to observe the ceasefire

What Netanyahu bas come to realize is
that Trump has effectively strippesd him
of any cards he once held relating to Gaza
The future of Gazans is no longer in the
hands of Netanyaliu and his extremist
government. Also, forced displacement
and permanent ocoupation of Gaza are no
longer on the table

The fact that several Arab and Muslim
countries are represented should provide
some assurances of a fair approach to the
plight of Gazans, But it is also important to
ask about the endgame concerning Gaza,
the West Hank and East Jerusalem,. The
endgame shoukd be to give the Palestinins
the right (o self-determination, end the
occupation and establish a Palestinian state

The Isracli
government has
been constantly

bending the
law and legal
precedence to suit
its members and
evade the truth

Impartial state commission of inquiry into Oct. 7 — now

f there is a single lssue that terrifies
Benjamin Netanyahu, aside from
the chance of his corruption trial
being concluded, it is the prospect
of an independent, Impartial st
commission of inguiry into the di
7 and his conduct of
Israel's wars for the following twao years,

In an attempt to counter this, the coalition
government has made clear its ill inten
tion of establishing its own conmission of
inquiry, one for which Netanyahu himself
plans to chair a panel of ministers that
would determine the commission’s powers,
while half its members would be selected by
Netanyahu's governing coalition and half by
the parfiamentary opposition.

Under the existing law, which the coali-

sastrous events of Oct

tion parties are attempting 1o clrcumvent
it is obvious that once the governmesnt
draws up a letter of appointment outlining
the commissions mandate, it is the prevog-
ative of the judicial branch, specifically the

president of the Supreme Court, (o appoint
tse members of the panel of inquiry,
chaired by a judge, sitting or retired

All past Israeli governments have
respected this legal arrangement, as you
would expect, but the current one has
been constantly bending the law and legal
precedence to suit its members and evade
the truth and the justice that all victims of
this awful war deserve

The “simple” task of the inquiry is to
establish who and what was responsibie for
the conditions that made possible Hamas'
surprise attack on Israell communities
bordering Gaza, and with unbearable ease
and consequences. The breadth of the
investigation must include every aspect
of political decision-maling, military
preparedness and civil-militay relations
that led to the failure to protect lsraelis from
being killed, taken hostage and having thelr
houses destroyed. But it must also consider
the conduct of the war that followed, which
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Jeft the country’s leaders facing charges of
genocide and other war crimes

Israeli society will not be able to begin the
process of healing unless it understands its
failures, from the most tactical 10 the most
strategic. The investigation must explain
bow Netanyahu masterminded the transfer
of vast amounts of money into the hands of
Hamias and how this was part of his grand
strategy to prevent a peace between Israed
and the Palestinians based on a two-state
solution from ever hecoming a reality

The public would like to know how
one of the most well-equipped and
well-trained armies in the world missed
50 many pleces of information about
Hamas™ preparations to attack. And when
it happened, why the military was unahle
to react quickly and adequately to prevent
this massacre. lnstead, it fell to more
personal initiatives and acts of herolsm to
avert an even worse disaster

But the investigation should not stop

there. Israeli society also needs to know
the truth about why the objective of the
wir to eliminate Hamas and Islamic Jihad
led to the killing of tens of thousands of
innocent Palestinian civilians, among
them, intolerably, many thousands of
children, while far more innocent people
were killed than militants

There was hardly anvone in the tnterms
tional community that did not empathize
with Israel immediately after Oct. 7 or did
not support its right to go after the perpe
trators. Nevertheless, such support should
have never been a license to avenge and
deter by killing innocent people en masse

An impartial commission of enguiry
ool and must address all these issues and
submit at least an interim report before the
next general election, so the electorate will
be able to cast their vote in full awarencss
of what has brought this country to the

worst two years of its history and interma
tional isolation
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A fragile year for Lebanon amid global earthquakes

year into the term of
Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun, the debate rages on
amid a political environ-
ment that can hardly agree
on a vision or an approach

and a population that harsh exp

have not taught the importance of reach-

Ing a bare minimum consensus.

Today, Lebanon's problems seem like a
drop in the ocean of the region’s troubles

Today, however, [ran finds itself in
the eye of the storm. Israel succeeded
in weakening Hezbollah and cutting off
supplies through Syria following the fall of
the Assad regime, Accordingly, develop-
ments in Iran will inevitably affect Lebanon
and others across the Near East. There
is also 3 broader dilemma: the fate of a
regional actor the size of Iran, with its infiu-
ence, reach and the cultural and sectarian
loyalties tied to it. One of the real dangers

and indeed the troubles in the region, particularly
of the world as a whole. “ for Arab sties nedgh-
Let us begin with our boring lran, lies in what
immediate surroundings One ofthe real the current developments
and then move farther ngers region will produce, regardless
afield: geagraphically, = A e of the final outcome.

1o countries are closer lies In what the The “virus"ofa
tolebanon than Syria~ currentdevelopments  fogmented and divided
and Isracl. While the in Iran will produce,  Iranwill not neces-
shadow of the Assads w"ﬁ“‘h sarily be confined to its
(father and son) has territory; the contagion
gone after decades, the final outcome may spread among all
situation with Israel is its ethnie, linguistic,
entirely different. Syria religious and sectarian

is a Priternal entity, indeed a twin, That, © nits beyond its hosders, At that

of course, has never been the case for the
refationship with Israel.

Indeed, Lebanon and the Lebanese have
long stood by their brothers and sisters
and have paid, and continue to pay, the
price for Israchs insistence on erasing
Palestinian identity and denying Palestin:
fars their human and political rights.

point, redrawing maps becomes very likely,
Conversely, if the major adversaries of the
Tehran regime, led by the Washington-Tel
Aviv axis, succeed in toppling the rule of the
millakes, while preserving the state under
4 Persian nationalist leadership like that of
the former shah's regime, the prospects for
resssuring coexistence with Arab neighb
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may be slim. Here, history stands as a
witness: the cra of the “policeman of the
Gulf)” the problems of the Shatt Al-Arab and
the occupled Gulf istands,

Accordingly, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon
(and of course the Gulf states and the
Arabian Peninsula, not to mention Turkiye
and Egypt) will feel the impact of events in
Iran, whatever the final outcome,

In other wonds, the regional order is
now facing a serious and dangerous lest. It
could disappear before a

by concluding a massive trade agreement
with China. Western analysts imnmedi-
ately nterpreted this step as s "practical
responise” to Washington's demand that
Canada become the 5ist US state,
Likewise, the successive signals of
lidarity with Dy bya by
of Western European countries over
Greenland point to the collapse of trust
in the US, their strongest Western ally. It
is well known that these two factors have
changed the calculus of

clear vision of an alterna- “ Europe’s institutional

tive order has had time elites, who sense a degree
to mature, We are no The B“mn. of harmony between
stronger than Europe, American scene has Trump and Putin.

which wakes up and goes The Exsropean-American
10 sheep anxious. There 100, ETOWREVENRmMore . hus grown even more
a regional order has been complexwiththe  complexwith the decline of
since Russian President right, center and left)
Viadinir Putiny interven-  Woderatepartlesin oo prpe andthe
tion in Ukraine and then US Western Europe rise of the hard right across
President Donald Trump's the continent. In parallel

Intervention in Venezuela.
In Europe ias a whole, NATO stands
on the brink of the abyss, The island of
Greenland is turning into a detonator that
could wipe out all the political convictions
around which political elites and networks
of strategic interests were shaped.
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney,
whose country shares the longest land
border with the US, last week broke a taboo

with this rise, the far right

Tas won several battles in Latin America,
while ambiguity around BRICS, the silent

Many eyes are now fixed on the options
available 1o BRICS, especially whether
Wishington can weaken Chings momentum
by prying India away from the groap.

Beyond all that, the future of Africa will
be particularly intriguing.

When young people thrive, societies prosper

WILL STRAW

lobally, ane in five young

attention. Ajay Banga, president of the

people are not in employ- World Bank Group, recently observed:
ment, education or traming, “These young people — with their energy
according to the Interna- and ideas — will define the next century.
tional Labour Ongankzation. With the right investments — focused not
The stark reality is that tens on need but opportunity — we can unlock
of millions of young peogle are being denied a powerful engine of global growth.
the opportunity to realize their potential with  Without purpaseful effort, their opti
independence and dignity. The pace of job risks turning into despair — fueling insta-
creation is sitnply not keeping upwith the bility, unrest and mass migration — with
number of young people reaching working implications for every region and every
agwe, As a result, dreams are o economy. This is why
deferved, aspirations go " Jjobs must be at the center
et and talent is wasted. of any development,
Demographic shifts, We need bold, econommic or national
unfortunately described scalable solutions security strategy™
as “youth bulges.” are Yet, we must be
reshaping economibes that EMpowcryOng honest about the
workdwide. By 2050, people toearna scale of the challenge:
Africars youth popula- living and contribute  Formal employment
tion alone is expected to meaningfully alone cannot absorb
account for more than a the millions of young
third of the world’s young people entering e

people. Meanwhile, almost half of the L%
hillion popalation in South Asia are under
24, the highest number of any region in
the world. To put this into context, nearly
100,000 young people enter the job market
every day. This surge pre i

workforee each year. An estimated 12
million young Africans join the labor
market every year, with only 3 million
securing formal employment. Alterma-
tive routes such as self-employment and

opportunity, but also enarmeons challenges.
Toavoid a wasted generation, we need bold,
scalable solutions that empower young
peaple to carn a living and contribute
i 1o their
Encouragingly, global leaders e paying

entrep hip are no longer an alter-
native career path; they are a necessity
to secure a livelihood,

Research by King's Trust Intermational
shows that this is also a desirable carver
path for many young people across the
world. In 2023, we found that seven in

W S i CEG of Wing
Tt leecabonad

10 young people are
in starting their own business. However,
neartly half belicve doing so would be
difficult, citing a lack of confidence, skills
and aceess Lo resources,

Tuming ambition into action requires
investment in people, not just jobs, Young
people need practical skills, tailored

. Delivered by local
partners on the ground, our entrepre-
neurship programs are supporting young
people’s startups from Ringston in Jamaica
o Kano in Nigeria,

The impact is tangible. One participant,
Joshua, who took part in our Enterprise
Chall in Nigeria, launched

support and real opportunities. This
means programs that build entrepre-
neurial capability, alongside essential

his business, BuyScrap, kst year 10 tackle
waste eollection and encourage recycling.
Within six months of launch, his team had

skills for work and recycled three tonnes

life such as resilience, of waste, demonstrating

teamwork and the that when young

ability to comnuunicate  Self-employmentand  people are equipped

clearly. As artificial intel- entreprencurship with the right tools,

ligence reshapes indus- they do not Just create

tries and the transition arenolonger an businesses, they create

10 @ greener economy alternative career '.‘h: positive change in their

accelerates, digital skills ~ they are anecessityto  communities.

and climate literacy are secure a livelihood Governments, the

no longer optional, they private sector and

are essential, philanthrogy must work

These capabilities sit at the heart of together to scale what works. Platforms

King’s Trust International’s work. Last such as the Global Labour Market Confer-

year, our “E rise Chall * progr ence play 3 critical role in aligning policy,
P d aspiring preneurs, capital and innovation around a shared

helping them to understand b goal: placing young people at the conter of

fundamentals, develop viable ideas and
see entrepreneurship as a credible and
attainable career path. Our partnership
with the European Bank of Reconstruc-
tion and Development has supported
young people in scaling their businesses
through the organization’s “Youth in

inclusive economic growth.

The worlds youth are not a problem to
be salved; they are the greatest opporti-
nity of our time, If we give them the skills,
confidence and space to lead, they will
build the future we all need. When young
people thrive, societies prosper.
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