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O
n the occasion of Independence Day,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi did well to
flag the growing obesity problem, and the

need to break free of it by eating more sensibly —
consuming and buying 10 per cent less oil, perhaps to
begin with. Obesity, defined in terms of abdominal
fat and body mass index (BMI), has been rapidly on
the rise, bringing with it the risk of diabetes,
hypertension and susceptibility to cardiovascular,
kidney disease and cancer.

It would be a fallacy to believe that only
the really rich are obese or that, as a
corollary, non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) a�ict only the well-to-do. Covid,
being lethal for those with NCDs, should
have upended these stereotypes. A 2023
Lancet paper on abdominal obesity analyses
National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-21
data) to show that obesity measured by
waist circumference as well as BMI is high
for a country where malnutrition is
widespread. Surprisingly, 40 per cent of
women are reported to be abdominally
obese (with a waist circumference of above
80 cm), while the figure for men is much
lower at 12 per cent (waist circumference
below 94 cm). The BMI levels are more
similar for women and men, at 23 per cent
and 22.1 per cent, respectively. Abdominal
fat can lead to health complications, even if
the BMI is within limits. 

The apparent correlation between this
data and the incidence of NCDs does not
come as a surprise. According to a recent
paper on NCDs in Bihar, hosted on the
website of the National Library of Medicine,
the incidence of hypertension in women
aged 35-49 was 17 per cent according to
NFHS-5, and 21.5 per cent among men aged
35-54 years. It observes that NCDs have
been on the rise both in developed and
ruralised States. Rising NCDs among the
less well-to-do calls for both a preventive
and curative response. They are ‘silent
killers’. Their treatment can be both tardy
and expensive. Diagnostics at district level
clinics must be looked into, with the role of
‘Ayushman Bharat’ or similar schemes being
assessed in this regard. But NCDs, as the
Prime Minister has urged, have to be
prevented. Apart from consuming less oil
(particularly unhealthy palm oil) and sugar,
it is also important to ensure that packaged
foods and dishes rustled up in hotels and
restaurants meet certain standards. 

The CBSE’s sugar awareness push in
schools is a step in the right direction. Oils
from sources endemic to the country such
as groundnut, sesame, coconut and
mustard must be promoted over imported
ones such as palm oil. The FSSAI must
check for purity in sunflower, groundnut
and coconut oil, besides following up on its
mandate to make package labelling specific,
legible and accurate. Working India eats on
the move, and to this end it is important
that fresh meals are provided by the
government (as with Amma canteens
experiment in Tamil Nadu under the
AIADMK regime). India needs to live and
eat di�erently, and the onus for making this
happen lies both on citizens and
governments. 

Freedom from obesity 
The onus here lies both on people and governments 
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EV push in transport
This refers to ‘Betting on batteries,
not barrels’ (August 20). The writer’s
suggestion on prioritising heavy
freights in the transport sector for
switch over to electric holds merit as
this sector is an oil guzzler and a
major source of pollution.
Electrifying the high density
corridors with charging points at
every 25 km with source of power
from solar will help reduce the
dependency on fossil fuel. 
Gradual elimination of fossil fuel
based vehicles and stringent
adherence to vehicle scrappage

policies would help to achieve a
cleaner environment and reduce the
oil import bill.
RV Baskaran
Pune

Securing subsea cables
This refers to ‘Resilience of subsea
cables’ (August 20). Despite their
critical importance, subsea cables
face a range of vulnerabilities —
natural disasters, ageing
infrastructure, accidental human
activities, etc. 
Multi-stakeholder dialogue, including
among governments, regulatory

authorities, industry leaders, subsea
cable experts, implementing
advanced monitoring systems and
bolstering cybersecurity are vital for
enhancing the resilience of subsea
cables and for safeguarding our
digital future and global economic
stability.
P Victor Selvaraj
Palayamkottai, TN

Hurting India-US ties
This refers to the editorial
‘Himalayan realignment’ (August 20).
The US tari�s on India are not just
about trade — they mark a turning

point in geopolitics. For years,
Washington has worked to bring
New Delhi closer as a partner in
countering China’s rising influence in
Asia. But Trump’s decision to slap
steep tari�s on Indian goods
threatens to undo that progress.
Instead of deepening ties, the move
risks pushing India closer to Beijing,
shaking the very foundation of
America’s Indo-Pacific strategy.
The US’s transactional foreign policy
inadvertently alienates traditional
allies like India and incentivises
nations to seek alternative
partnerships. 

This is especially strengthening
non-Western blocs like BRICS and
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO).
Amid the shifting power play
orchestrated by the US, India must
remain vigilant. It cannot a�ord to
become an object of poaching in a
great-power contest.
For India, safeguarding its autonomy
and strategic space is as critical as
pursuing partnerships — otherwise,
it risks being reduced to a pawn in a
geopolitical gimmick.
S Lakshminarayanan
Puvanur, TN

LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.in or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

T
hough India is home to more a
than a lakh of paddy accessions,
as per the National Bureau of

Plant Genetic Resources in June 2025,
only 31 rice varieties including Basmati
are registered as Geographical
Indications (GI). GI tag provides
collective yet monopoly rights to
farmers belonging to a specific region
who have nurtured the cultivation of the
paddy over a period of time.

The uniqueness can be attributed to
agro-climatic conditions and methods of
production that involve human skill,
through traditional knowledge
associated with cultivation. The
non-Basmati GI rice varieties are spread
across 16 States — one each in
Uttarakhand, Tamil Nadu, Odisha,
Madhya Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir,
Arunachal Pradesh and Andaman and
Nicobar Islands; one jointly from
Manipur and Nagaland; two each in
Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Bihar;
three each in Maharashtra and Assam;
four in West Bengal and six in Kerala;
covering 116 districts as per the GI
application information. Twenty-four
among these varieties are aromatic. 

This clearly indicates the immense
potential of establishing a brand image
for non-Basmati GI aromatic rice
varieties. In this context, the
announcement to introduce new tari�

lines for rice (foodgrain) based on
varieties (such non-Basmati, Basmati),
on method of processing (parboiled or
not) and GI-tagged (registered under
the GI Registry of India) under the
subheadings of HS CODE 1006-30, in
Union Budget 2025-26, is a welcome
move. This is an important step towards
creating a niche in the global arena for
non-Basmati GI tagged rice varieties
that reflects authenticity with
traceability, thereby creating an
ecosystem beneficial for both producers
and consumers.

SEVERAL CHALLENGES

These aromatic varieties vary in their
flavour — from blossoms of mango
(Ambemohar), jeera or cumin (Wayanad
Jeerakashala), sandalwood (Wayanad
Ghandhakasala) to shape or appearance
— sugar crystals (Adamchini), cumin or
jeera (Jeeraphool), mircha or black
pepper (Marcha), black in colour (Chak
Hao), to name a few. Most of these are
also intrinsically organic and thus opens
up the possibilities of di�erentiated
marketing rooted in the rich diversity to
capture market. There are several
challenges though in the cultivation of
these varieties which include longer
gestation, low productivity, inability to
use machinery for harvesting due to
probability of lodging, inappropriate
harvest, storage and milling leading to
loss of aroma and lack of proper
marketing channels. Thus, building

institutional mechanisms to ensure
remunerative prices and income for
farmers who continue to cultivate such
traditional varieties is important.

The introduction of national GI logo
with the tagline ‘Atulya Bharat Ki
Amulya Nidhi’ (Invaluable Treasures of
Incredible India) in 2018 has been an
important step in strengthening the link
between the producers and consumers
of the products, especially in the era of
mass production wherein the
possibilities of ‘free-riding’ on the
reputation of the goods are rife. 

Similarly, the ‘One District One
Product’ programme includes several of
the GI tagged rice varieties such as
Palakkadan Matta (Palakkad, Kerala),
Katarni (Banka, Bihar), Chinnor
(Balaghat, Madhya Pradesh), Tulaipanji
(Uttar Dinajpur, West Bengal) and
Kalanamak (Siddharthnagar, Uttar
Pradesh). This accorded the

much-needed visibility for these
products through strengthening of
institutional mechanisms across the
supply chain. The case of Kalanamak
Rice registered in 2013 is a success story
with positive outcomes due to
GI-tagging duly supplemented with
post-registration activities. The
production of Kalanamak rose from
2,000 hectares in 2018 to 18,000 in 2025,
owing to an amalgamation of modern
science and traditional knowledge, with
farmers, scientists, o�cials working in
tandem. The State agricultural
department has undertaken
door-to-door surveys of farmers,
facilitated the setting up of farmer
producer organisations, common
facility centres, organised buyer-seller
meets during harvest seasons and also
the promoted the formation of
Kalanamak Export Development
Foundation. Several of these FPOs and
farmer groups use GI tag in packaging
and traceability systems like QR coding
that provide detailed information about
producer, stages of production, use of
chemicals and fertilizers. Collaborations
with State universities and international
organisations such as International Rice
Research Institute have also
strengthened these e�orts.

The writer is Assistant Professor, Council for Social
Development, a research institute supported by Indian
Council of Social Science Research, Government of
Telangana and RBI

GI tagged non-Basmati rice needs branding push

Soumya Vinayan

KALANAMAK RICE. A success story

This will help create a niche in the global arena and ensure remunerative prices and income for farmers 
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I
n a recent statement in
Parliament, the government
claimed to have created 17 crore
jobs in 10 years. While the number

of jobs created is important, India’s
journey to a $36 trillion economy by
2047 hinges on closing the vast labour
productivity gap between the formal and
informal sector. Formal industrial
workers generate an annual GVA (Gross
Value Added) of ₹11.9 lakh, while
informal workers produce just ₹1.4 lakh,
per the Annual Survey of Industries
(ASI) report 2022-23 and Annual Survey
of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises
(ASUSE) report 2022-23. 

This vast productivity gap between
formal and informal employment holds
back both income growth and economic
inclusion. Bridging it will require more
than growth — it demands a structural
transformation of India’s labour market:
one that links productivity to wages,
skills to opportunity, and informality to
reform.

The productivity gap: The latest ASI
2022–23 estimates the GVA per worker
in the formal industrial sector at around
₹12 lakh annually. In stark contrast, data
from the ASUSE shows annual GVA per
worker in the informal sector at just
around ₹1.5 lakh — that is, an eightfold
gap in productivity. If we assume India’s
annual per capita income, around ₹2.5
lakh essentially being a weighted average
of these two productivity poles, a rough
back-calculation suggests that nearly 91
per cent of India’s workforce remains in
the informal or unincorporated sector,
while only 9 per cent is formally
employed.

While this estimation simplifies the
economy — excluding services, public
administration, and other formal
non-industrial sectors — it nonetheless
serves as a stark reminder of the
productivity divide between formal and
informal employment.

Wages should follow productivity,
but don’t always: Neoclassical economic
theory argues that in competitive
markets, wages equal the marginal
product of labour. That is, a worker is
paid what he/she adds to the production
process. However, this equilibrium is
often disrupted in economies with high
underemployment and a large “reserve
army of labour” — a term used by Karl
Marx. In such settings, excess labour
supply puts downward pressure on
wages, even if productivity rises.

This is particularly visible in India
today. While formal sector workers
produce far more, the overwhelming
presence of informal, unskilled, or
underemployed workers means that
aggregate wage growth remains tepid,
and GDP growth doesn’t translate into
equitable income gains.

Moreover, 42 per cent of the
workforce is still in agriculture, which
contributes only 18 per cent to GDP
(Economic Survey 2024-25). This
mismatch signals massive disguised
unemployment, where marginal
productivity is close to zero,
undermining any linkage between wages
and output.

Why formalisation must be the
policy priority: Bringing workers into

the formal fold is essential for raising
national productivity and aligning wages
with output. Formalisation enables
access to social security, stable
employment, enforceable contracts, and
the potential for upskilling and wage
progression. Policy instruments like
e-Shram, ESIC, and EPFO must be made
universal. 

At the same time, small enterprises
and gig platforms need incentives like
simplified regulations and tax benefits
to adopt formal contracts. Tracking this
transition through a “Formalisation
Index” at national and subnational
levels could help monitor progress,
identify bottlenecks, and incentivise
reforms.

Fixing the skills-productivity link:
Formalisation alone is not enough. A
major obstacle to productivity
improvement is the country’s severe
skills deficit. Per the National Policy on
Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship, only 4.7 per cent of
India’s workforce is formally skilled, in
contrast to 52 per cent in the US, 80 per
cent in Japan, and 96 per cent in South
Korea. This mismatch prevents workers
from moving into high-productivity

roles, especially in services and
manufacturing. The National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC) and
Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs)
must be scaled up, especially in rural and
semi-urban areas. Curricula should be
updated to meet the demands of
emerging sectors such as digital
services, artificial intelligence, and green
technologies. Stronger
industry-academia partnerships will be
key to ensuring that training is relevant
and leads to real employment.

Aligning wages with productivity
through innovation: To better link
wages to productivity, India should
experiment with performance-based
wage models. In organised sectors like
electronics, textiles, and auto
components, firms can tie
compensation to output quality or
e�ciency. Even public programmes like
MGNREGS could introduce small,
performance-linked bonuses —
provided worker protections are not
compromised. These models should be
developed through consensus among
employers, governments, and worker
representatives, and supported by
digital tools like AI and IoT that can help
objectively measure productivity in real
time. Platforms such as ASEEM and
DigiLocker can help build integrated
worker profiles that track wage history,
skill credentials, and career progression.

Harnessing the demographic
dividend: India’s demographic
advantage represents an enormous
opportunity. But it could just as easily
become a liability if the workforce
remains stuck in low-productivity,
informal employment. Economic
growth without wage growth leads to
widening inequality, social unrest, and
political backlash. For growth to be
inclusive, wages must rise with GDP.
This requires not just redistribution but
transformation — raising the average
productivity of every worker, and
ensuring they receive their fair share of
the economic pie.

The transition from informality to
formality will not be easy. It will require
investment, institutional reform, and
political will. But the cost of inaction is
far greater. Without formalisation, India
risks falling into a low-income trap
where a small formal sector drives GDP
growth while the majority of workers
remain excluded from its benefits.
Formalisation, coupled with skilling,
productivity enhancement, and wage
transparency, is not just an economic
strategy, it is a national imperative.

Kuntala is a Senior Fellow and Samriddhi is a Research
Associate at Pahle India Foundation, a policy think-tank
based in New Delhi

Why formalisation of jobs is vital

Without formalisation,
India risks falling into a
low-income trap where a
small formal sector drives
GDP growth while the
majority of workers remain
excluded from its benefits

PROGRESSIVE STEP. It will not only help boost productivity but also bridge the wage gap vis-a-vis informal workers 

KUNTALA KARKUN
SAMRIDDHI PRAKASH

The nationalisation of Intel?
The Trump Administration is reportedly negotiating to take a 10% stake in
Intel Corp., in what would amount to a de facto nationalisation of the storied
but struggling semiconductor firm. Does President Trump really believe that
the same government that has so mismanaged air-tra�c control can turn
around the chip-making giant? News reports say the Trump team is looking to
take an equity stake in Intel in return for funding for the company promised
under the 2022 Chips Act. This is how industrial policy so often works in
practice. Step one: Subsidise a struggling business. Step two: When subsidies
aren’t enough, nationalise it. Step three: Make sure it never fails. 
(NEW YORK, AUGUST 18)

American housing policy needs a gut rehab
Good news, bad news on housing: The good news, released Tuesday by the
Commerce Department, is that home-building unexpectedly increased last
month, as construction began on 1.428 million new units, driven by strong
demand for rental apartment buildings. The bad news is that single family
housing is in the doldrums, and the worse news is that this improvement is
nowhere near enough to fix a broken housing market. Nearly two decades
after the housing bubble popped, America is still struggling with the aftermath.
Collapsing home prices and contracting credit wiped out many builders.
Tightening lending standards made it harder for buyers to get mortgages.
These factors were exacerbated by regulatory barriers that make it harder for
developers to deliver new supply: onerous permitting processes, bloated
building codes and restrictive zoning. (WASHINGTON DC, AUGUST 20)
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T
he merger of New India
Cooperative Bank (NICB)
with Saraswat Bank, in

February, boosts confidence in the
stability of the banking system and
provides relief to its 1,30,000
depositors and other
stakeholders.

Lakshmi Vilas Bank’s (LVB)
merger with DBS Bank India Ltd
(DBIL) was completed just 10
days after LVB was placed under
moratorium on November 17,
2020.

In contrast, Punjab
Maharashtra Cooperative (PMC)
Bank, which was placed under
moratorium on September 23,
2019, had to wait until January 25,
2022 to merge with Unity Small
Finance Bank.

Merging weak banks with
strong ones is a solution to protect
the interests of stakeholders and
to curb extensive collateral
damage. But it is not a panacea,
against systemic flaws that led to
the bank’s failure. Such a risk
event – failure of a going entity
should be able to provide an
opportunity to evolve a systemic
correction to avoid future
episodes of risks.

A ROOT CAUSE ANALYSIS

Beyond o�ering merger solutions,
it is crucial to identify and address
the governance gaps that led to
these failures. This involves
conducting an entity-specific root
cause analysis to assess the
adherence to regulations, the
compatibility of the
organizational structure, the
strength of the policy framework,
the clarity of workflows, and the
e�ectiveness of internal controls,
audits, and external audits.

For the greater good of financial
stability, it is crucial to identify
weaknesses in the governance,
risk, and compliance (GRC)
framework. 

MONITORING GRC

Most monitoring systems rely on
data, which makes it di�cult to
capture the softer aspects of
governance, such as ethical,
behavioural, and attitudinal
factors that can lead to the dilution
of controls. The GRC framework
hinges on strong execution, timely
bottom-up reporting, and
managerial interventions. 

Ensuring early alerts related to
GRC measures is challenging due
to design deficiencies, weak data
integrity standards, and
organizational challenges that
limit foresight. While best
practices in GRC models
recommend timely signals, mainly

through Key Risk Indicators
(KRIs) and continuous
monitoring, many
implementation processes fall
short of these standards.

GRC data is frequently
scattered across spreadsheets,
legacy ERPs, audit logs,
compliance tools, and external
feeds, resulting in disconnected
data. Without integrated data
flows, KRIs only identify “what’s
visible,” not emerging risks. This
creates blind spots and delays in
recognising the build-up of risk.

An overemphasis on outcomes
can sometimes obscure
qualitative factors, increasing
risks that are not immediately
apparent in the data.

BETTER CONTROLS

GRC should emphasise
comprehensive documentation of
the entire process, including
policy development,
dissemination, execution,
implementation, and testing of
governance quality. Enhancing
GRC requires a detailed, phased
strategy that combines strong
board oversight, independent
assurance, technological updates,
and a risk-aware culture.

The REs should create a
detailed scorecard model to
identify specific control points in
GRC, tracking deviations early to
enable prompt corrective actions.
The scope of the whistleblower
policy needs to be expanded to
include even signs of misconduct
or risky attitudes of key
individuals responsible for value
creation, as their actions may
a�ect the organization’s
reputation.

AI tools can be used to capture
more detailed insights into subtle
deviations in GRC that humans
might miss. 

Taking cues from the repeated
shortcomings in implementing
GRC, stakeholders should focus
on prevention rather than cure.

The writer is an Adjunct Professor at the Institute
of Insurance and Risk Management, Hyderabad.
Views expressed are personal

Troubled banks

K Srinivasa Rao

BANKS. Governance matters
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Plug governance gaps for systemic correction

August 21, 2005

GAIL eyes stake in Central European gas pipeline project 
GAIL (India) Ltd is likely to bag equity participation in the Rs 25,000-crore
Nabucco natural gas pipeline project, a transnational 3,300-km pipeline from the
Caspian Sea to Central Europe. According to a company communiqué, GAIL has
sent an expression of interest for participation in the project. A final decision on
GAIL’s equity participation in this project is expected by the end of 2005. 

Eleven consortia in race for Railways’ call centre services
Eleven consortia — each consisting of IT-enabled service providers and instant
voice response system (IVRS) hardware equipment vendors and software players
— have bid for setting up the call centre network of Indian Railways, according to
sources. Those in the race include IBM, Wipro, Tata Consultancy Services (TCS)
and Avaya.

Govt plans wine board to help industry grow 
It’s cheers for connoisseurs of wine. The Government plans to set up a wine
board at the Central level for promoting the domestic wine industry. Plans are
also afoot to delink wine from other hard liquor as far as taxation and excise
policy are concerned, a step aimed at lowering retail price of wine. 
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TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

ACROSS

01. Sped (5)

04. Egg, milk preparation (7)

08. Essential feature, 

nature (9)

09. No longer available (3)

10. Colouring substance (7)

12. Faithful (4)

14. Is left (7)

17. Slit in wall (4)

18. Spokesman of deity (7)

20. Cha (3)

21. Incendiary madness (9)

23. O�ended indignation (7)

24. Get stuck; 

pass the night (5)

DOWN

01. Again went over the chief

points (13)

02. Impose a fee (6)

03. A�icted by loud noise (8)

04. Slice (3)

05. Category (4)

06. On, in, a ship (6)

07. To distinguish (13)

11. Hobo (5)

13. Irregular, unceremonious (8)

15. One lacking bravery (6)

16. Uttered plaintive cry (6)

19. Recess at east end

of choir (4)

22. Ladder in stocking (3)

ACROSS

01. Quickly went when Lebanon's tree 

was put out (5)

04. Pour it on pie for slapstick (7)

08. The nature of somebody in a novel situation (9)

09. The driver's right to be going away (3)

10. Colouring orange piece meant a loss (7)

12. Constant tra�c starting on a street abroad (4)

14. Stays with the corpse (7)

17. Get double back on mere return (4)

18. It sounds as if one will make money

out of Amos, say (7)

20. It may have been Indian marijuana (3)

21. Obsession with fire no pair may make up (9)

23. Resentment at failure, gone awry (7)

24. Settle where freemasons will meet (5)

DOWN

01. Surrendered for second time and went back 

over main points (13)

02. Put new life in one's battery for a fee (6)

03. How it fed a need to be rendered unhearing (8)

04. A joint that has been adulterated (3)

05. It is kind to separate it into lots (4)

06. A table in a ship (6)

7. If fried, eat ten varieties one can tell apart (13)

11. Live as a vagrant on a cargo-boat (5)

13. Relaxed in class with a Liberal (8)

15. One who lacked the courage to be a playwright (6)

16. Peevishly complained when I'd been moved (6)

19. Part of the church will fall from the faith

without a leader (4)

22. Show a film of the shoal (3)

EASY

ACROSS 2. Humus 5. Face 7. Cram 8. Reporter 9. Barathea 11. Bark 12. Psychological 15. Skit 17. Sticking 19. Converse 21. Teal 22. Flow 23. Estop

DOWN 1. Surpass 2. Ham 3. Mirth 4. Soprano 5. Fur 6. Clear 10. Ascot 11. Blink 13. Observe 14. Annuals 16. Knoll 18. Inept 20. Vow 21. Tap
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NOT SO EASY

C
entral bankers gathering in
Jackson Hole, Wyoming this
week for the Federal Reserve’s

annual conference are prepared to go
beyond swapping research papers and
savouring mountain views — they’re
coming to defend Jerome Powell.

The Fed chair is facing relentless at-
tacks from President Donald Trump for
refusing to cut interest rates. Trump
has also pledged to replace Powell next
year when his term as chair expires with
someone more compliant. The o�ens-
ive has rattled policymakers from
around the world, raising fears that
central-bank independence — seen as

essential to keeping inflation in check
— could be undermined.

Among those making the trip to the
Teton Range are European Central
Bank President Christine Lagarde and
Bank of England Governor Andrew
Bailey. Expect them to voice their
strong support for Powell and warn of
the dangers that come when elected of-
ficials put pressure on monetary policy-
makers — especially if political leaders
in more fragile economies feel em-
boldened by Trump.

“Independence is part of the DNA of
central banks,” Bundesbank President
Joachim Nagel told Bloomberg News.
“It would be more than desirable if this
were recognized everywhere.”

For Powell’s counterparts, the Au-
gust 21-23 symposium is another op-
portunity to bring that message to the
front lines of the war on independence,
as they have at prior gatherings this

year. At the Bank for International Set-
tlements’ annual meeting in late June
and the European Central Bank’s Sintra
conference in early July, “it was the
world of central bankers rallying
around Jay and the Fed, publicly back-
ing Fed independence,” said Adam
Posen, president of the Peterson Insti-
tute for International Economics, who
attended both. 

“Now, this is their opportunity to do
it for a US audience,” said Posen, who
wrote his doctoral dissertation in eco-
nomics on the history of central bank
independence.

Until recently, such messaging
wouldn’t have been needed on US
shores.

Powell’s global peers to cheer for Fed in rebuke to Trump
Central bankers meet at Jackson Hole, Wyoming from Aug 21-23 for annual symposium

Bloomberg

O
ne measure that will
surely provide some
respite to middle-class
budgets is Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s

proposal to the GST Council to reduce
goods and services (GST) slab rates
from the current four-tier structure of 5
per cent, 12 per cent, 18 per cent, and 28
per cent to a simplified two-tier system
of 5 per cent and 18 per cent.

There will be another special tax rate
for ‘sin’ goods, which is already in place.
Many developed countries, such as
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and
Japan, have a single GST rate, typically
ranging between 5 per cent and 15 per
cent. Higher multi-layered GST slabs
always have the unintended
consequence of dampening
consumption and negatively impacting
businesses. 

Reforms in the GST framework are a
welcome move, as the goods and
services tax on items of daily
consumption is likely to come down, if
and when the GST Council approves the
proposal. According to the specifics of
the proposal that have been circulated
among sections of the media, most items
such as textiles and apparel, agricultural
machinery, automotive components,
healthcare and insurance products, and
Fast-Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG)
and retail sectors are likely to come
down.

MULTIPLIER EFFECT

A lower GST will have a subsequent
multiplier e�ect because of lower
reduced logistics costs and simplified
compliance. Most items under
consideration are price elastic in nature,
and a lowering of prices will increase
demand and create employment. More
importantly, when Trump’s tari�s are
creating disruptions in global trade, it
will make India’s exports more
competitive.

Let us examine the impact of reduced
GST rates on two important sectors, —
textiles and automotive components.
India is the largest producer of cotton in
the world, and the textile and apparel
industry is crucial for job creation and
exports. This industry employs around
40 million people.

As of now, apparel items below ₹1,000
attract a GST of 5 per cent. For apparel
items exceeding ₹1,000, the GST rate is
12 per cent. Even this low indirect tax
can be detrimental to export
competitiveness, thanks to inverted
duties. It is important to note that no
input tax credit can be claimed in the
case of inverted duty, where tax on input

is higher than the output. Textile
manufacturers also need to invest in
value added services such as marketing,
warehouse rentals, logistics, courier, and
other product fulfilment costs; these
additional activities attract on average a
GST rate of 18 per cent.

The tables demonstrate how a higher
average GST rate on ‘inverted duty’
inputs can increase prices by up to 7 per
cent. For example, from Table 1, we find,

courier costs, packaging costs, payment
gateway costs, marketing costs,
warehousing manpower costs add up to
₹36. An average 12 per cent GST on
inputs of ₹36 is ₹4.32, which is ₹2.52 (or
7 percentage points) more than if the
average GST rate on inputs were fixed at
5 per cent. The result is the same
whether we consider apparel products
less than ₹1,000 (5 per cent GST on
output) and/or more than ₹1,000 (12 per
cent GST on output). The current
system is detrimental to export
competitiveness as it raises final prices.

Costs of Goods Sold (COGS) is how
much it costs to produce goods and
includes direct material and labour
expenses that go into production of each
apparel. COGS does not include indirect
costs such as overheads and marketing.
For the apparel products, the higher
GST rate of 12 per cent on average for

value added services as opposed to, say, 5
per cent on value added services (such as
marketing) increases the net sale price
by 4.4 per cent.

For the apparel product priced at
₹1,200, the corresponding figures for tax
payment are ₹144 (with 12 per cent
GST) and ₹60 (with 5 per cent GST),
respectively. This is over and above the
higher taxes in the event of inverted
duty. 

Additionally, the apparel industry
which is into exports also su�ers from
refund of input tax credit. Since, March
2019, the government introduced
Rebate of State and Central Taxes and
Levies (RoSCTL) to refund the input
tax. However, apparel industry owners
still complain of an inability to get this
refund on account of lack of
coordination between the Ministry of
Finance and Ministry of Textiles.

ADDITIONAL COSTS

When one includes interest costs,
delayed payments, and COGS, a higher
GST rate of 18 per cent on inputs
translates to an additional cost of 8 per
cent, which will certainly make our
apparel items uncompetitive.

The story holds for manufacturers of
aluminium automotive components.
Aluminium automotive parts are
finished products which are made with
raw aluminium. The government has
protected the raw aluminium industry
(aluminium articles and thereof:
Chapter 76) by imposing a custom duty
in excess of 7.5 per cent. If one were to
add the ad valorem and special duties,
the figure goes beyond 10 per cent,
which makes Indian manufacturers
producing final aluminium products
such as automotive components and
agricultural machinery less competitive
in the global market.

Additionally, the GST rate on
aluminium automotive products is 28
per cent, which is the highest GST slab
rate. The high GST structure lowers the
trade margin for the makers of
aluminium automotive products. This
makes the business unsustainable even
in the domestic market. For example,
Chinese governments give 16 per cent
subsidy to manufacturers of final
aluminium automotive products,
making the Chinese firms competitive in
the world market.

The proposed reforms in the GST
framework are a welcome move. Even
for sectors such as health insurance, this
will bring down the cost. Forty crore
Indians are not covered by health
insurance. Most lower and
middle-income households will also get
respite as prices of FMCG items fall. The
proposed sGST reform can boost the
economy as well as exports.

The writer is Professor, Mahindra University,
Hyderabad

GST reform will help exporters

A lower GST rate for
both the final products
and their inputs would
make Indian goods
competitive in global
markets, and be a way to
counter Trump tariffs

POSITIVE PROPOSAL. Textiles, auto component makers will benefit, if the proposed rate cuts come into e�ect

NILANJAN BANIK
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T
he BJP-led NDA and the Congress-led Op-
position parties have announced their
respective candidates for the post of the

Vice-President of India, which fell vacant after
the abrupt and intriguing resignation of Jagdeep
Dhankhar on July 21, 2025, setting the stage for a
fresh face-o�. The numbers are foretold and
there is no surprise in store about the outcome.
However, this is a signi�cant ideological battle,
and both sides see it as such. The NDA’s candi-
date, C.P. Radhakrishnan, is a veteran RSS acti-
vist from Tamil Nadu, who has served as a two-
term Member of Parliament, from 1998 to 2004.
He is the Governor of Maharashtra. The INDIA
bloc parties have chosen B. Sudershan Reddy, a
retired judge of the Supreme Court of India, born
and raised in undivided Andhra Pradesh. The
NDA has a majority and is on a drive to canvas ad-
ditional unattached individual voters and parties
such as the BJD and the BRS. The YSRCP, bitterly
opposed to the TDP, the NDA’s partner, in Andhra
Pradesh, has pledged its support to Mr. Radhak-
rishnan. Justice Reddy’s candidacy has set o�
some regionalist political posturing in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, while Mr. Radhakrish-
nan’s has caused the same in Tamil Nadu. On this
count, the INDIA bloc managed to push back the
NDA’s attempt to put the DMK on the defensive
ahead of the State Assembly election. The BJP
hopes that Mr. Radhakrishnan’s elevation will
gain it some mileage in the Assembly election.

The political messaging cannot be clearer. By
o�ering the second-highest o�ce in the country
to a life-long adherent of Hindutva, the BJP has
fastened its ties with its mother ship, the RSS. Mr.
Radhakrishnan’s pro�le is in stark contrast with
Mr. Dhankhar, who was a late entrant into the
Sangh Parivar and failed to �t in. The BJP has
used state power, which it controls, in a systemat-
ic and e�ective manner to advance Hindutva.
Numerous personality clashes notwithstanding,
these shared convictions hold the Sangh Parivar
together. Not only has the BJP managed to hold
its existing partners �rmly behind its candidate
but it has also managed to win over the YSRCP. As
for the Congress and the Opposition, Justice Red-
dy’s candidacy is an assertion of its resistance to
the Parivar and an attempt to amplify their social
justice slogan. Justice Reddy recently headed the
11-member independent expert working group
that had analysed and interpreted the data col-
lected during the Telangana Congress govern-
ment’s Socio, Economic, Education, Employ-
ment, Political and Caste (SEEEPC) Survey 2024.
They also hope to use this contest as a rallying cry
for the Opposition to consolidate against the BJP. 

Making a point 
The election of the Vice-President is an
opportunity for parties to score points 

T
he Manipur High Court’s order to the
State to issue fresh academic certi�cates
to Beoncy Laishram is at once a matter of

individual justice and a larger commentary on
the state of transgender rights. What should have
been a simple administrative correction became
a legal battle, not because the law lacks provi-
sions but because its implementation remains
frustrated by inertia and bureaucratic rigidity. In
NALSA vs Union of India, the Supreme Court re-
cognised the right to self-identify gender and or-
dered the state to treat transpersons as socially
and educationally backward classes entitled to
welfare measures. The principle was codi�ed in
the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Act 2019, which also obligated authorities to re-
cognise a person’s self-identi�ed gender and is-
sue o�cial documents. Together with Articles 14
and 21 of the Constitution, transpersons are thus
entitled to having their a�rmed identity seam-
lessly recognised in all institutional records. Yet,
their lived reality is very di�erent. Despite the
law being clear on self-identi�cation, bureaucrat-
ic setups often do not act unless compelled by
higher authorities. In Dr. Laishram’s case, her un-
iversity refused to update her educational re-
cords citing procedural hurdles — symptomatic of
a systemic malaise. Administrators routinely def-
er to the most restrictive reading of procedure
rather than the spirit of the law. In the present
matter, the university and education boards in-
sisted that corrections must begin with the ear-
liest certi�cate, qualifying recognition on a cas-
cading set of bureaucratic approvals. 

Where the law envisages gender as a matter of
self-determination for transgender individuals,
many o�cials remain wedded to the binary
markers assigned at birth, and the mismatch
translates into a stunted application of a simple
idea. The insistence on sequential corrections or
elaborate justi�cations is essentially a refusal to
accept that gender identity is not derived from
paperwork. Dr. Laishram’s struggle also shows
how institutional reluctance to operationalise
this principle forces transpersons into prolonged
legal contests over what should be routine mat-
ters. Such episodes reveal a troubling truth: tran-
spersons, navigating stigma and discrimination,
are forced to expend disproportionate time and
resources to access rights that are legally theirs.
The High Court judgment is undoubtedly posi-
tive: it also sets a precedent that may help other
transpersons and signals to administrators that
procedural rigidity cannot override constitution-
al and statutory guarantees. Bridging the gap bet-
ween legal rights and their application will re-
quire both institutional reform and cultural
change within the bureaucracy that draw from an
understanding of gender as lived reality.

Punishing process 
Gender identity recognition must not be

trapped in bureaucratic hurdles  

I
ndia’s �rst Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Sukumar Sen (March 21, 1950 to
December 19, 1958) was a man of few
words. But he was a man of great action.

He published no memoirs but is credited with
having conducted one of the world’s largest and
most inclusive elections. His life is a lesson for
those who are now in o�ce: History remembers
your work. Not your words or your excuses.

Reeling from a damning Supreme Court of
India’s interim order on August 14, 2025 (to
publish the names and reasons for excluding 65
lakh electors from the Bihar draft roll), and facing
a litany of questions following a game-changing
exposé by the Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, the Election
Commission of India (ECI) is now facing what is
arguably the thorniest credibility crisis in its
history. And, going by the reactions to the ECI’s
recent press conference on Sunday, August 17, it is
likely to get worse.

It is unclear what the ECI wanted to achieve by
holding this press conference. Oscillating
between vague self-congratulatory rhetoric to
placing the onus on political parties regarding the
integrity of voter lists, and then calling out
(without naming) the Leader of the Opposition,
with incorrect references to the law, the ECI
seemed unsure of the message that it sought to be
communicated.

Unconvincing answers
If it was to clarify the doubts with regard to the
ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar exercise, it did not do so. If
it was to reassure voters of the sanctity of voter
rolls, it did not do so. If it was to answer the
questions with regard to voter anomalies raised
by the Opposition parties and independent
journalists, it did not do so.

What the ECI did succeed in doing was
vindicating the Opposition claim of the ECI being
neither bipartisan nor administratively savvy. The
Internet was �ooded with clips of the CEC,
Gyanesh Kumar, giving unconvincing answers to
important questions.

One example was the CEC’s reason for the
ECI’s refusal to share video footage. This footage,
which is essential to identify dual voting, cannot
be given apparently on the grounds that it would
violate the privacy of women, which is

outrageously absurd. Here is another example.
The CEC asked why politicians raise these issues
after the election results and not when the draft
voter lists are shared with the Booth Level Agents
before the election. The answer is that electoral
fraud becomes apparent only after voting. Bogus
voter patterns can only be identi�ed after the
results are declared. That the Chief Election
Commissioner of India does not know this is
cause for concern.

And, what the CEC did not tell the public is
how the ECI has steadfastly refused to share the
same voter list data (which it provides before an
election) after the results are declared.

Denial of data
Let us give other examples based on experience.
The �rst writer of this article, on behalf of his
party, the Indian National Congress, wrote to the
ECI on December 27, 2024, asking for the
electoral rolls related to Maharashtra and
Haryana. The ECI did not even bother
acknowledging the writer’s requests despite
another communication on January 17, 2025.

Given this stone walling, the writer had no
other option but to approach the Delhi High
Court. There could be no justi�cation to deny
data which had already been provided to political
parties and the refusal of which could not be
justi�ed by invoking any legal provision. As a
result, on February 25, 2025, notice was issued by
the Delhi High Court. On the same day, the ECI
submitted that it had directed the respective
Chief Electoral O�cers (CEOs) to decide the
representation in accordance with the law and
through a speaking order. Accepting this, the
High Court imposed a time limit of three months
to decide the same.

The writers of this article appeared in person
before the Chief Electoral O�cer (CEO),
Maharashtra (in compliance with this order),
while their colleagues appeared before the CEO,
Haryana. On May 22, 2025, the CEO,
Maharashtra, passed his order, while the CEO,
Haryana passed his order on May 24, 2025.

Both were the same to a substantial extent.
They did not provide any voter lists but noted
that the data had already been provided before
the election (the same argument made ad
nauseum by the CEC in his defence); some of the
information was available on the website, and,

third, had a line that said to “seek additional
copies of the same documents/information
subject to compliance with the requirements of
the rules, from the respective competent
authorities under the rules”.

The response speaks for itself. Five months
after the request was �rst made, the ECI had
invoked every excuse that it could in order not to
provide machine-readable digital voter lists. This
was a plain and simple case of stonewalling any
meaningful scrutiny by hiding behind
bureaucratic jargon.

On the Bihar SIR, the ECI has tried a similar
strategy but with disastrous results. The ECI was
forced to reply to why it was refusing to provide
any data on the 65 lakh voters names it had
deleted. And it was forced to explain its decision
of excluding a range of widely used identi�cation
documents, including Aadhaar.

As highlighted, the Supreme Court, on August
14, rejected the arguments presented by the ECI
to deny this data and directed that the names of
all those who had been deleted had to be
published, along with the reasons. Further, all of
this was to be in searchable mode alongwith the
Electors Photo Identi�cation Card (EPIC). The
Court also directed that the ECI accept the
Aadhaar as a valid identi�cation document in the
cases of the persons aggrieved.

Losing voter trust
In the press meet, the CEC spent much of the
time making remarks about the transparent
nature of the ECI’s workings and its commitment
to voters. But he did not say anything about why
the ECI had to be directed to carry out its basic
duty.

The ECI has no one else to blame but itself.
This is a crisis that is entirely of its own making.

The ECI has already lost the faith of all the
major political parties except for the party that is
in power. This is an indictment in itself. The ECI
is now losing the trust of the voters that it claims
to serve. 

Perhaps, this disconnect was best illustrated by
the analogy used by the CEC in his press meet
when he declared that the ECI stands with voters
like a mountain.

The CEC must remember this. In a democracy,
the people — and not the CEC — are the
mountain.

The fact is the ECI is a commission in crisis 

Randeep Singh
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is a Member of
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an advocate

The Election
Commission of
India is solely
responsible for
facing a loss of
public
con�dence and
voter trust
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Law Department

I
n a democracy of 1.4 billion, every vote
matters. But for millions of migrants from
Bihar, democracy is quietly leaving them

behind. A silent crisis is unfolding, where the
State’s Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of State
electoral rolls, and at short notice, has led to the
mass deletion of nearly 3.5 million migrants (4.4%
of the total voters). These are the migrants who
have been labelled as “permanently migrated” for
being absent during house-to-house veri�cation.
These voters now face permanent
disenfranchisement not just in their places of
work but also at home.

In a State where migration is not just an
economic choice but also a survival strategy, this
sweeping administrative action is threatening to
erase millions from India’s democratic record.
For decades, out-migration has sustained Bihar’s
economy and its households. Locked homes,
especially among poor and most vulnerable
migrants, are a common sight across villages.
Increasingly, migrants either migrate with their
families or shift their families to marital homes
for their care and safety. Yet, this reality of
circular and split-family migration is now being
read by the state as an abandonment of electoral
rights.

The ‘sedentary citizen’ is the issue
The deeper issue lies in India’s electoral
infrastructure, which is still designed around a
sedentary citizen. Voter registration is tethered to
proof of residence and in-person veri�cation. But
for migrant workers — many live in rented rooms,
at construction sites, on foot paths or in slums —
such documentation is either unavailable or
denied.

This exclusion deepens in the context of
regionalism and sub-nationalism, where migrants
are often seen as job-stealers or political threats.
Growing demands for job quotas in private
sectors and strict domicile-based norms for
government jobs re�ect the larger political
sentiments, which curtails the political inclusion
of migrants. In host States, migrants are treated
as outsiders and fears of altered electoral
outcomes fuel resistance to their

enfranchisement. It discourages voter registration
at destinations. As a result, migrants remain
stuck: unable to register in destination States, and
now removed from their origin rolls.

The �ndings of a study
A Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai study
in November 2015, funded by the Election
Commission of India, titled ‘Inclusive Elections in
India: A Study on Domestic Migration and Issues
in Electoral Participation’, con�rmed the
marginalisation of migrants in a host State’s
electoral processes. The study identi�es a triple
burden — administrative barriers, digital illiteracy,
and social exclusion — preventing a migrant from
e�ectively participating in electoral processes.
Crucially, the study found that lower voter
turnout was directly correlated with the higher
migration rates in the source States. And yet,
rather than bridging this turnout gap, Bihar’s SIR
initiative is widening the democratic de�cit.

This is not just a bureaucratic failure. It is a
democratic rupture. The average turnout rate in
Bihar’s last four Assembly elections was only
53.2%, the lowest among major Indian States. In
contrast, Gujarat and Karnataka — States with
fewer outbound migrants — reported an average
of a turnout of 66.4% and 70.7%, respectively, in
the last four elections.

Our own estimates, based on mobile visitor
location register data, suggest an annual out�ow
of approximately seven million circular migrants
from Bihar. Out of this number, 4.8 million
migrate seasonally between June and September.
However, half of them (2.7 million) return home
during the festivals of Durga Puja, Chhath and
Deepavali between October and November. This
year, where there will be an Assembly election,
many of the return migrants will be unable to
vote as their names have been struck o�. Without
coordination with destination States to verify or
re-enrol these voters, the deletion process
becomes a de facto disenfranchisement of the
poor migrants.

The limited uptake of the ‘One Nation One
Ration Card’ Scheme in the last six years, since its
launch in 2019 (nation-wide portability of ration

card holders under National Food Security Act,
2013), underscores the constraints of migrants in
the host States. Most migrants from Bihar avail
rations in their home State, with only 3.3 lakh
households availing portability in destination
States as of May 2025. Dual residency, fear of
losing entitlements and bureaucratic hurdles
deter transfers. The same logic applies to voter
IDs — they keep origin-based documents not
because they are indi�erent to civic duties, but
because they lack security and acceptance in host
States.

This dual belonging — economic participation
in host States, political identity in home States —
is now being demonised by the state. Migrants are
being told bluntly that ‘if you’re not home when
we knock, your right to vote vanishes’.

Along the 1,751 kilometre-long open
India-Nepal border, the issue becomes even more
complex. The region has long celebrated the
“roti-beti ka rishta”, a tradition of cross-border
economic and marital ties. Many Nepali and
Indian women migrate post-marriage, yet new
documentation norms and restrictive citizenship
interpretations now threaten their legal and
electoral status. Here, disenfranchisement is not
just regional or class-based but also gendered and
xenophobic.

Time for a portable identity system
The way forward is clear. India must move toward
portable, �exible, and mobile voter identity
systems. The Election Commission of India must
halt blanket deletions of migrants and adopt a
cross-veri�cation model with destination State
voter rolls. Civil society and local governance
bodies such as panchayats should be empowered
to conduct migrant outreach and re-registration
drives. 

It is high time that the Kerala model of
migration surveys should be replicated among
high internal migration origin States such as Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh. If these steps are not taken,
India risks scripting the largest silent voter purge
in post-Independence India — a purge not of
enemies, but of the hard-working poor who leave
home only in search of bread, dignity and work.

India’s democracy is failing the migrant citizen 

S. Irudaya Rajan 
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A migrant’s dual
belonging,
which is
economic
participation in
a host State and
political identity
in his home
State, is being
demonised by
the state
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Vice-President, the contest

The Vice-President is
expected to embody
neutrality, remain above
partisan politics, and
uphold an unbiased stance
that is free from any rigid
political ideology.
Traditionally, these posts
have been held by eminent
individuals whose
contributions to society and
the nation have been
exemplary. By these
standards, Justice B.
Sudershan Reddy is a good
choice. His is a
distinguished judicial
career. In contrast, C.P.
Radhakrishnan, the NDA’s

urban lung space”, August
17). Parks improve the
aesthetic value of the area
and are a major source of
green cover in the urban
pockets, keeping the
temperature under control.
According to a study
conducted by Pennsylvania
State University, the
amount of time spent in
parks and green common
spaces has a direct
correlation with the
well-being of an individual.

R. Sivakumar,
Chennai

negotiate peace with China.
We must not lose sight of
the economic front. We
need to settle a trade deal,
bypassing American
sanctions and also Chinese
moves.
Manas Agarwal,

Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh

Urban parks

Rapid urbanisation in India
has only highlighted a key
issue — an insu�icient
number of public parks.
Parks serve an important
purpose of bringing people
from all walks of life
together and creating
harmony (‘Open Page, “For

Tamil Nadu have invoked
the son of the soil line. The
people of Tamil Nadu are
well aware that the Union
government has always
been acting against their
interests. One can expect
Mr. Radhakrishnan to be
another spokesperson of
the sa�ron party.
Tharcius S. Fernando,

Chennai

India-China de-escalation

We do need de-escalation
at the Line of Actual
Control. We also need the
display of strong political
will at the Centre and
robust diplomacy to

it was expected that a
scholar with sound
knowledge in the tenets of
the Constitution would be
elected as the next
Vice-President in
consultation with all the
stakeholders, particularly
the Opposition. Alas, it is
not to be. With the ruling
BJP dispensation
announcing the candidature
of C.P. Radhakrishnan, a
hard-core member of the
RSS and the BJP, and
bypassed going in for a
consensus candidate, we
now have a situation of a
contest. It is unfortunate
that some in the BJP in

nominee, is a seasoned
political figure with a long
record in public o�ice, and,
therefore, may not be
perceived as a non-partisan
choice for this esteemed
role. One hopes that
Members of Parliament
exercise a “conscience
vote”. May wisdom guide
this decision.
Varghese George,
Secunderabad

While the Vice-President of
India is also the Chairman
of the Rajya Sabha and,
therefore, has the duty to
conduct proceedings in the
House of Elders impartially,
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New Delhi, August 20: The Union Education
Ministry has directed colleges to establish book
banks to provide text books free of charge to the
weaker sections of society. Colleges with an
enrolment of at least 100 students in degree
classes should have book banks. Nearly 2,000
colleges are expected to be covered under this
scheme.

Simultaneously a scheme has been drawn up
to supply essential commodities to students’
hostels at fair prices through consumer
co-operatives. The items of essential goods to be
supplied are foodgrains, pulses, spices,
vanaspati and edible oils, tea, co�ee, etc. Where
there is no university or college store, the
co-operative institution will open its branch and
the institution is expected to provide the
necessary accommodation for the purpose.

The scheme which was originally intended to
cover selected cities will now cover all towns
with a population of over one lakh. Already a
beginning has been made in some parts of Tamil
Nadu and Delhi. Other States are expected to
follow suit and the State Governments have been
asked to earmark a senior o�cer of the
co-operative department for ensuring
co-ordinated follow-up action.

To ensure a fair and equitable distribution of
concessional paper for educational purposes, a
two-tier system has been evolved. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 21, 1975

Degree colleges asked to
start book banks

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

London, August 20: Colonel Knapp,
Ex-Inspector-General of Prisons, Burma,
interviewed with regard to the work of the
International Prisons Congress, said his British
tour had been very enlightening.

He said money was spent more lavishly here
than in India, for example, Scotland spending
more on 2,000 prisoners than Burma on her
16,000 prisoners.

India might consider the introduction of the
probation system, together with the Borstal
system and the Prisoners’ Aid Societies in India
needed not only money, but the right type of
men for probation o�cers.

The Prison sta�s in India might also consider
the system of indeterminate sentence, which, in
his opinion, was preferable to preventive
detention.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 21, 1925

Col. Knapp’s views

P
olitical parties in India,
especially the
Opposition, will soon
need to take a view on a

critical subject with a bearing on
the country’s energy security and
climate change mitigation. The
proposal to amend the Civil
Liability for Nuclear Damages Act
(CLNDA), 2010, and the Atomic
Energy Act (AEA), 1962 — which in
the past witnessed intense debate
— sooner or later, is expected to
come up in Parliament.

With the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-led National Democratic
Alliance government indicating its
intention to introduce it during
the monsoon session, Parliament
will revisit the issue whenever the
Bills are introduced.

The plan is to amend the
CLNDA and the AEA to address
the vexatious issue of liability on
the suppliers of equipment and
permit private parties in the �eld
of nuclear energy, respectively.

The India-U.S. Civil Nuclear
Agreement and the enactment of
the CLNDA led to a series of
stando�s between the
Congress-led United Progressive
Alliance government and
Opposition parties — the BJP and
the Left parties led by CPI(M).

Historical context
Fifteen years ago, the government
introduced a Bill to write laws for
compensation to the people for
nuclear accidents, as India was not
a party to any of the existing
conventions. Parliament was
engaged in a lengthy debate, as
the government preferred the
passage of liability along the lines
of international covenants.

Lack of requisite strength in the
Rajya Sabha, dreadful memories
of the su�ering of people from the
1984 Bhopal gas leak, the Gulf of
Mexico oil spill, and the damage to
the nuclear reactor at Fukushima,
Japan, following an earthquake,
provided the backdrop. Sensing an
opportunity, the combined
opposition pressed to raise the
compensation bar on suppliers of
nuclear reactor equipment and
beyond the immediate

compensation liability on the
operator. The insertion of the
clause rendered the Act dead on
arrival. Western country
equipment suppliers shied
away. An attempt to tweak it a
decade ago made little di�erence,
and international response
remains lukewarm.

In 2007, during the debate
around the nuclear deal,
questions were raised about
whether it was considering
amending the AEA, allowing
private sector participation. The
government then noted that the
1997 report of the Dr. Raja
Ramanna Committee had been
examined, and a review of the Act
had been under consideration
since then. Now both issues are
scheduled to return on
Parliament’s agenda.

Raising concerns
In February this year, the
Congress raised objections to the
announcement to amend the Acts.
It said the move dilutes
accountability of suppliers, raises
domestic risk, and protects
equipment suppliers, re�ecting
the Convention on Supplementary
Compensation, compromising the
citizens’ safety, and leaning in
favour of international
corporations. The party also
alleged that the move was
intended to appease foreign
interests, particularly France and
the U.S., ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit.

Back in 2010, then-Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh stated
that the process for compensation
for nuclear accidents began in
1999, and such a law was needed.
The government then dismissed
claims that the proposed law was
timed with a visit by President
Barack Obama.

Now, the central issue is
whether the Congress will take a
studied stance on the proposed
legislation. There is a serious
debate taking place outside on the
move to build small modular
reactors, with many countries
vying to have a piece of the pie.
The contribution of energy from

nuclear power is estimated to be
slightly over 3% of the total power
generation. At the end of last year,
the installed capacity of 24
nuclear power plants stood at 8.8
GW, the government informed
Parliament. This was when the
country set a target of 10 GW by
the year 2000. The government
now aims for 22.48 GW by 2031-32
and an ambitious 100 GW by 2047.

In the past, the Opposition took
an about-turn on three key issues.
At the turn of the century,
opposition led to a delay in
enacting an amendment to the
Patents Act, 1970. Eventually, after
a change of sides, the Opposition’s
support resulted in the mandatory
amendment. A decade ago, on
two other contentious issues, the
Opposition stalled laws, one on
insurance law to raise the foreign
direct investment ceiling, and the
rati�cation of the exchange of
enclaves with Bangladesh under
the Land Border Agreement.
Finally, these proposed laws were
enacted with the then-Opposition
o�ering support, with minor or no
concessions. Leaders across the
aisle walked together to arrive at
an agreed position as the
governments of the day worked, in
their assessment, to further the
national interest.

Need for a debate
Today, the NDA government does
not have to look across the aisle
for support.

The current issues have
long-term implications, and there
is a need for a well-rounded
discussion that takes into account
all factors around nuclear energy,
the shift towards small modular
reactors, the larger question of
disposal of nuclear waste, and
allied subjects. The Opposition
should play a leading role in
initiating this discussion and
decide accordingly.

Otherwise, during a debate on a
contentious issue two decades
ago, a member on the Treasury
Benches remarked to another
member of the Opposition that a
change of sides should not result
in a change of stand.

Nuclear laws and the role of Opposition

K. V. Prasad

is a senior

Delhi-based journalist

and authored a book

Indian Parliament

Shaping Foreign Policy
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H
oping to bring down
the curtain on the
three-decade-old

struggle for internal reserva-
tion, the Karnataka govern-
ment on Tuesday agreed on a
matrix for slicing up the over-
all 17% reservation for the
Scheduled Castes (SCs) in the
State. The Madiga community
(Dalit left), who led the strug-
gle from the front, will now get
a 6% share in the overall ma-
trix. The relatively better-o�
Dalit right (Holeya) group will
receive 6%, while the “less
backward” communities of
Lambanis, Bhovis, Korama,
and Koracha — along with 59
microscopic communities —
have been allocated 5%.

The demand for internal re-
servation, which gained mo-
mentum over the past decade
and a half, received judicial
clearance last August, when
the Supreme Court upheld the
constitutional validity of creat-
ing a matrix within the larger
SC quota. In Karnataka, 101
castes have been noti�ed as
SCs. The government mostly
relied on the recommenda-
tions of the one-man commis-
sion headed by retired judge
H.N. Nagamohan Das, who
submitted a report on August
4. The report recommended
classi�cations following a two-
month house-to-house survey,
which collected empirical da-
ta on the socio-economic and
educational backwardness of
about 93% of Karnataka’s esti-
mated 1.16 crore SC
population.

The Cabinet’s decision, an-
nounced by Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, appears to have
been weighed down by politi-
cal compulsions. While the
commission recommended

�ve categories based on back-
wardness, the government re-
duced these to three to ac-
commodate the demands of
the politically stronger Dalit
right and “less backward”
communities. In doing so, the
State government let go of Ca-
tegory A, which was recom-
mended for 1% reservation by
the commission for the most
backward 59 microscopic
communities, many of which
have double-digit populations
and no representation in bu-
reaucracy or politics. In
another decision, the Cabinet
also dropped the 1% reserva-
tion recommended for Adi
Karnataka, Adi Dravida, and
Adi Andhra communities un-
der Category E. They have
been split between right and
left groups.

Under the new categorisa-
tion, microscopic communi-
ties — around 4.97% of the to-
tal SC population — will now
have to �ght with relatively
better-o� “less backward” SC
communities that have made
strides in securing education
and �nding public sector
employment.

While many concede that
bringing consensus among all
groups vying to have a bigger
pie in the matrix was not easy,
it was believed that in the jock-
eying for a higher share, the
microscopic communities —
many of them nomadic — did
not get the justice they had
hoped for. Of the six Dalit Mi-
nisters in the Cabinet, none

represent these communities,
and there was no voice in their
favour. In the �nal decision,
both Dalit right and “less back-
ward” communities received
1% more than the commis-
sion’s recommendations. In
Karnataka, Dalit left is seen as
veering towards the BJP, while
Dalit right is believed to be
with the Congress. The “less
backward” communities are
believed to be divided bet-
ween the BJP and Congress.

The question of internal re-
servation has been an impor-
tant component of Dalit polit-
ics in Karnataka over the past
two decades. While the A.J.
Sadashiva Commission, set up
in 2005, submitted its report
in 2012, the internal reserva-
tion remained mostly rhetoric
as Dalit right groups success-
fully brought pressure on the
government not to implement
its recommendations. The
judiciary then had also not
cleared the internal reserva-
tion. The BJP government in
2022 tried to tinker with the
recommendations and came
out with its matrix that was
unacceptable to Dalit right
and “less backward” com-
munities. It also increased the
overall reservation for SCs
from 15% to 17%. Ahead of the
2023 Assembly elections, the
Congress promised in its ma-
nifesto to introduce internal
reservation.

Following the commission’s
recommendations, though
not o�cially released, Dalit
right groups have been vigo-
rously campaigning against
the report, urging the govern-
ment to drop it in what was
seen as a posture for hard bar-
gaining. While the clearing of
the internal quota is historic,
in the end, the relatively more
powerful communities within
the larger SC population seem
to have gained an upper hand,
while the most marginalised
still have a long �ght.

A historic move, but still unequal 
Karnataka’s SC reservation favours strong groups, leaving the marginalised behind

Sharath S. Srivatsa
sharath.srivatsa@thehindu.co.in

A
granular look at deletions
in the special intensive re-
vision (SIR) carried out by

the Election Commission (EC) in
Bihar shows women electors sig-
ni�cantly outnumbered men in
the “permanently shifted” catego-
ry. This trend was more pro-
nounced among younger voters
below the age of 40.

Following the Supreme Court’s
directive, the EC released the full
list of close to 65 lakh deleted vo-
ters with reasons. In a previous Da-
tapoint in The Hindu, we found the
SIR resulted in deletions of around
7 lakh more female electors com-
pared to the rolls prepared as on
January 1, 2025.

We repeated this exercise to
identify constituencies with the
most deletions by comparing Au-
gust SIR rolls with pending enrol-
ments released by the Bihar Chief
Electoral O�cer in mid-July 2025.
Table 1 shows the top nine As-
sembly constituencies with the
most deletions. It also mentions
the number of electors deleted
and exclusion reasons as a share,
according to data shared on Au-
gust 17. 

We had conjectured that higher
deletions among women were due
to higher illiteracy rates in Bihar
and the inability to �ll enumera-
tion forms. But we found no corre-
lation between illiteracy and exclu-
sion rates in Bihar’s districts.

We went on to extract the Elec-
tors Photo Identity Card (EPIC) IDs
and the reasons for the deletions
of all electors for these top nine
ACs. Only the top nine ACs were
considered, as the EC has main-
tained the whole set of data in im-
age PDFs, making it onerous to ex-
tract full information. 

After parsing this data, we
found starker patterns in deletions
among men and women across

certain “reason” and “age cohort”
categories. Table 2 looks at gen-
der-wise and reason-wise patterns
among the exclusions in the top
nine ACs. While there was barely
any gender-di�erence among ex-
clusions pertaining to “not found”,
“enrolled elsewhere as well” and
“deceased” voters, there was a
stark di�erence in the “perma-
nently shifted” category. About
62.6% of those who were excluded
for this reason were women com-
pared to 37.4% who were men. 

When age cohorts were includ-
ed in the analysis, we found an
even more distinct pattern.
Among the 18-29 and 30-49 age co-
horts, women outnumbered men
three to one and two to one, res-
pectively, in the list of exclusions
under the “permanently shifted”
category, with no such noticeable
di�erences among other catego-
ries (Table 3). Which leads us to
the question, is the higher deletion
among women due to the exclu-
sion of younger, married women
who have shifted to other States? 

Data from the 2011 Census o�-
ers us pointers (Table 4). Nearly
17.7 lakh women had shifted out of
Bihar due to marriage, in compari-
son to just around 43,000 men
who had done so. In contrast, 21.2
lakh men had shifted out of Bihar
due to work. In comparison, just
around 1.5 lakh women had done
so. This led to migrant men (38.5
lakh) outnumbering women
(36.02 lakh) by around 2.5 lakh ov-
erall from the State. This gap
would have clearly increased in
the last 14 years, as we know that
male migration for work has only
increased further. 

That leaves the question — why
have more migrant women been
excluded from the SIR electoral
rolls? Is this because male electors
who migrated over the years were
already excluded in the summary
revisions in the previous years? Al-
so, what are the implications of ex-
cluding these migrants without
making sure that they are enrolled
as voters in other States? Will this
lead to their disenfranchisement?

More questions than answers over higher deletions among women
Far more women than men migrants have been excluded from the rolls in the Bihar SIR process

Srinivasan Ramani
Vignesh Radhakrishnan
Areena Arora
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Public grievance
complaints received
on CPGRAMS portal 

1.28
In crore grievances.

Over 1.2 crore public

grievances were

received from 2020 to 2025 against

different government departments through

a dedicated Centralised Public Grievance

Redress and Monitoring System

(CPGRAMS) portal. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Americans who think
Palestine should be
universally recognised

58
In per cent. A majority of

Americans believe that every

country in the United Nations

should recognise Palestine as a nation,

according to a new Reuters/Ipsos poll, as

Israel and Hamas consider a possible truce

in the nearly two-year-long war. Some 33%

of respondents did not agree. REUTERS

Number of tourists in
Japan in the �rst seven
months of 2025

24.9
In million tourists.

Arrivals of foreign

visitors for business

and leisure reached 3.43 million, a 4.4%

increase from the same month last year

and the highest number for any July

month, the Japan National Tourism

Organisation (JNTO) said. REUTERS

Booking capacity of
the passenger
reservation system 

25,000
Tickets

per

minute.

As per Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw,

the Indian Railways has undertaken a

complete upgradation of the passenger

reservation system (PRS), which involves

upgrade and replacement of hardware. PTI

Estimated amount lost
from real money
gaming in India 

20,000
In

crore.

The

government estimates that around 45

crore people lose close to ₹20,000 crore

every year in online real money gaming, an

official source said on Wednesday. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

I
ndia is set to celebrate its second
National Space Day on August 23.
Following Chandrayaan-3’s
soft-landing near the lunar south

pole to the upcoming Gaganyaan and
Chandrayaan missions, as well as the
Bharat Antariksh Station, the Indian space
programme is set to make history many
times over. Yet an essential component
remains grounded — the legal
architecture. In the race to explore,
innovate, and commercialise outer space,
a strong space law is necessary. 

What about global space legislation? 
The Outer Space Treaty of 1967
establishes that space is the province of
all mankind, and therefore prohibits
national appropriation, and places
responsibility on states for national
activities in space, whether conducted by
the government or private entities. Its
companion agreements create binding
frameworks of rights, responsibilities, and
liability rules. However, these treaties are
not self-executing. According to Aarti
Holla-Maini, director of the United
Nations O�ce for Outer Space A�airs
(UNOOSA), “The core United Nations
treaties on outer space provide the
foundational principles for all space
activities: from the peaceful use of outer
space to the responsibility and liability of
states. National legislation is the means by
which nations can give e�ect to these
principles domestically, ensuring that
their growing space sectors develop in a
safe, sustainable, and internationally
responsible way.” India has rati�ed the
key UN space treaties but it is still in the
process of enacting comprehensive
national space legislation.

While space policy may signal intent,
law is what creates an enforceable
structure. “National space legislation
o�ers predictability, legal clarity, and a

stable regulatory environment for both
government and private actors,” Rossana
Deim-Ho�mann, UNOOSA Global Space
Law Project Lead said. Many countries
now have national space legislation.
Japan, Luxembourg, and the U.S. have
enacted frameworks to facilitate licensing,
liability coverage, and commercial rights
over space activities.

Will India enact similar legislation?
India’s approach to space legislation
re�ects a methodical, incremental
strategy. As space law expert Ranjana
Kaul notes, “It should be understood that
national space legislation includes two
cardinal interdependent aspects: (i)
technical regulations governing space
operations in orbit by commercial entities
— this is the �rst aspect of ‘authorisation’
process under Article VI [of the Outer
Space Treaty]. The Department of Space
is proceeding meticulously in this matter.”

This methodical approach has yielded
concrete regulatory developments, which

includes the Catalogue of Indian
Standards for Space Industry, critical for
ensuring the safety of space operations;
the Indian Space Policy, providing details
of activities that non-governmental
entities are encouraged to undertake; and
the IN-SPACe Norms, Guidelines and
Procedures (NPG) for implementation of
Indian Space Policy, 2023, in respect of
authorisation of space activities.

However, the second component is still
pending. According to Dr. Kaul, “(ii) the
overarching regulatory framework
(textual part) — this is the … ‘space
activities law’ that will contain provisions
of the OST that are meticulously,
carefully, appropriately drafted.”

What are industry perspectives?
From the industry’s standpoint, the
current regulatory transition creates
signi�cant operational challenges. Gp.
Capt. T.H. Anand Rao (retd.), director of
the Indian Space Association, identi�ed
priorities for national space legislation

beginning with the fundamental need for
a statutory authority.

“IN-SPACe, which currently operates
without formal legal backing, requires
clear statutory authority to strengthen its
role as the central regulatory body,” Mr.
Rao said. “The national space law should
clearly set out licensing rules,
quali�cations, application processes,
timelines, fees, and reasons for
acceptance or denial, to avoid
unnecessary delays and confusion from
multiple ministry approvals.” The
dual-use nature of space technologies
creates particular complications, with
companies facing delays from multiple
ministry clearances even after provisional
approvals. Clear FDI rules, such as
allowing 100% FDI in satellite component
manufacturing under automatic routes,
would attract critical capital for startups
to scale operations. This operational
clarity extends to liability frameworks,
with Mr. Rao emphasising that “while
India is ultimately responsible
internationally, private companies must
hold proper third-party insurance to
cover any damages. This includes creating
a�ordable insurance frameworks for
startups managing high-value space
assets. Innovation protection remains
equally crucial, “legislation should secure
intellectual property rights without
excessive government control, encourage
partnerships among industry, academia,
and government, and foster investor
trust.” This balanced approach would
prevent migration of talent and
technologies to more IP-friendly
jurisdictions. Mr. Rao also stressed the
need for mandatory accident
investigation procedures, enforceable
space debris management laws, uni�ed
frameworks for space-related data and
satellite communications, and an
independent appellate body to prevent
con�icts of interest. Without statutory
backing, IN-SPACe’s decisions remain
vulnerable to procedural challenges. 

Shrawani Shagun is a researcher
focusing on environmental sustainability
and space governance.

Why India needs a national space law
What does the Outer Space Treaty of 1967 stipulate? Is it self-executing? Why is it important that countries enact their own national space legislations? What has

been India’s approach to space legislation? Why is creating a�ordable insurance frameworks for space startups crucial?

The ISRO carrying out the Well Deck trials of the Gaganyaan missions’s crew module in 2024. FILE PHOTO

Shrawani Shagun
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The Outer Space Treaty of 1967
establishes that space is the
province of all mankind, and
therefore prohibits national
appropriation, and places
responsibility on states for
national activities in space,
whether conducted by
government or private entities.

�

India’s approach to space
legislation reflects a
methodical, incremental
strategy.

�

Gp. Capt. T.H. Anand Rao
(retd.), director of the Indian
Space Association, identified
priorities for national space
legislation beginning with the
fundamental need for a
statutory authority.
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A
long with the allegations of
‘vote theft’ by the Congress,
Leader of the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi has demanded that

“machine readable” voter rolls be made
available to all political parties by the
Election Commission (EC). 

How are voter rolls shared? 
Electoral rolls are the authoritative list of
who is and isn’t allowed to vote in India,
and they are continuously updated when
newly eligible voters register to vote,
change addresses, or become ineligible.
Voter rolls are prepared under the EC’s
authority by district level o�cials, who
have access to ERONET, a digital
application used by the EC to process
applications for new additions to the
voter list, or deletions. The EC has access
to the full repository of data on every

voter in India. They make this data
accessible by making ‘image PDF’ �les
available, or by handing out printouts to
political parties and the general public.
Voter rolls include a photo of all voters,
but this photo is not included in the
image PDF �les that the EC has on its
website. While these image PDF rolls can
be scrutinised in theory, this can turn out
to be a resource-intensive exercise in
practice. India has over 99 crore voter roll
entries as of this January, and spotting
duplicates can be challenging unless a
team of human reviewers has a long
period of time, and a limited geographic
sample. That was the case in the
Mahadevapura constituency of
Bengaluru, where the Congress was able
to spot 11,965 duplicate entries.

However, if ‘text PDF’ �les are made
available, the text can be indexed and
searched by a computer making
information formatting more
straightforward. Without such

machine-readable rolls, the Opposition
argues, malfeasance and duplicate entries
will be harder to spot. P.G. Bhat, a
Bengaluru activist, has, prior to 2018,
analysed machine-readable rolls to
highlight irregular additions. 

Why won’t the EC provide the same? 
One year before the 2019 elections, the
EC ordered State-level Chief Electoral
O�cers to stop uploading
machine-readable rolls on their website.
O.P. Rawat, the then Chief Election
Commissioner, told The Hindu that this
was done to prevent foreign countries
from accessing voter roll data, which
could expose Indians’ full names and
addresses. In Kamal Nath versus Election
Commission of India, the Supreme Court
in 2018 refused to compel the EC to
provide machine-readable electoral roll
data. This was in spite of the EC’s own
manual, which states that the “draft roll
shall be put on [Chief Electoral O�cers’]

website in a text mode”. However, the
court observed, “it may be added that if
the petitioner so wants, he can always
convert [voter lists] into searchable mode
which, of course, would require him to
put his own e�orts.” 

The main technology to convert
scanned or un-searchable PDF
documents into an analysable format is
Optical Character Recognition (OCR), a
decades-old technology. But there are
points of friction that make such an
analysis challenging: on the EC’s website,
voter rolls for each assembly constituency
are split into hundreds of “parts,” each a
separate PDF document. Beyond the
resource-intensiveness of obtaining the
�les, performing OCR on such a massive
number of pages — over six crore for all
the voter rolls in the country, based on a
rough estimate — would cost around
$40,000 per summary revision list (as per
Google’s indicative AI Document pricing). 

Can digital voter rolls spot fraud?
Mr. Gandhi has argued that having
searchable copies would make spotting
duplicate entries easier. Srinivas Kodali,
an advocate and transparency activist,
said that “there is a risk” in making rolls
public, but that the EC’s conduct
necessitated further transparency. “If the
capability to OCR anyway exists with
political parties, the question is whether
we might as well make it public,” Mr.
Kodali said.

What are ‘machine readable’
electoral rolls? 
Why are electoral rolls not being provided by the EC in a format that can be analysed easily? 

Aroon Deep 
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Electoral rolls are the
authoritative list of who is and
isn’t allowed to vote in India,
and they are continuously
updated when newly eligible
voters register to vote, change
addresses, or become
ineligible.
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One year before the 2019
elections, the EC ordered
State-level Chief Electoral
O�icers to stop uploading
machine-readable rolls on their
website.
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Mr. Gandhi has argued that
having searchable copies
would make spotting duplicate
entries easier.
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QUESTION 1 

An iconic painting was stolen
on this day in 1911 by three
Italian handyman. It was not
recovered until 1913. Identify
the painting. 
X

QUESTION 2

Considered the greatest
sprinter of all time, this person
who was born on this day in
1986, holds multiple world
records and is an eight-time
Olympic gold medallist.
Identify the person. 
X

QUESTION 3

This unique island State
o�icially became the _____
State of the United States on

this day in 1959. It is one of
the two non-contiguous
States. Name the State and
fill the gap.
X

QUESTION 4

The wedding of this British
royal, who was born on
this day in 1930, was the
first royal wedding to be
broadcast on national
television. What was the
title of this Royal person? 
X

QUESTION 5

This American swimmer
won his eighth medal at
the Olympics on this day in
2004. Where was the
Olympics held that year
and how many Gold
medals did the Swimmer
win?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s

daily quiz: 1. Number of Vice Presidents India has
had since the post’s inception. Ans: 14 with the

latest occupant being Jagdeep Dhankhar

2. The reason why a candidate should be qualified
to be elected to the Rajya Sabha. Ans: Because

the VP is to act as the ex-o�icio chairman of

the Upper House

3. Apart Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, this VP has held the
post for 10 years. Ans: M. Hamid Ansari

4. Six Vice Presidents have become President. Four
are Dr. Radhakrishnan, Dr. Zakir Husain, V.V. Giri,
and K.R. Narayanan, name the other two. Ans: R.

Venkataraman and Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma

5. The Vice President who passed away during his
tenure. Ans: Krishan Kant

6. Name the three Vice Presidents to have been
honoured with the Bharat Ratna. Ans: S.

Radhakrishnan, Zakir Husain and V.V. Giri

Visual: Name this individual. Ans: Mohammad

Hidayatullah

Early Birds: Erfanally Oosmany| Siddhartha
Viswanathan| Ganesh. N| Haridas Pal| Shravya Attri

THE DAILY QUIZ

Some signi�cant events occurred on August 21. Here is a quiz on observances, birthdays
and everything else that happened on the day

X

Visual question:

Bambi, the iconic Disney animated film was released on this day in 1942 in the
U.S. The movie was based on a book. Name the book and its author.

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Abhinaya. K

Here’s a test on words. Next to each
number below you will �nd a word in
capitals followed by four words or
phrases. In each case, select the word or
phrase that has most nearly the same
meaning as the word in capital. 

1. AMBIGUOUS (a) clear (b) doubtful (c)
large (d) complicated.

2. AMENABLE (a) religious (b)
responsive (c) kind-hearted (d) cruel.

3. AMITY (a) linen (b) strife (c)
friendship (d) enmity.

4. AUGURY (a) foretelling (b) increase
(c) boring tool (d) sickness.

5. AUSTERITY (a) style (b) poverty (c)
calmness (d) severity.

6. CASTIGATION (a) projectile (b)
driving force (c) punishment (d) insulting.

7. CONDONE (a) surround (b) pardon
(c) bring together (d) pale together.

8. CONTENTION (a) deep satisfaction
(b) self-restraint (c) competitive struggle
(d) convincing reason.

9. DECRY (a) denounce (b) catch sight
of (c) weep (d) spy on.

10. DEFALCATION (a) desertion (b)
embezzlement (c) emigration (d)
branching o�.

11. DEMUR (a) to be coy (b) grumble (c)
object to (d) remove.

12. DENIZEN (a) agent (b) police (c)
underworld (d) inhabitant.

13. DISSENTIENT (a) not agreeing (b)
abstaining (c) odourless (d) unfeeling.

14. DISSERTATION (a) praise (b) food
(c) sprinkling (d) essay.

15. DISSIPATE (a) concentrate (b)
squander (c) speak foolishly (d) drink.

16. DISTAFF (a) musical scale (b) female
(c) left (d) shepherd.

17. ESCHEW (a) eat slowly (b) to go
wrong (c) avoid (d) lose.

18. ETHNIC (a) moral (b) foreign (c)
legal (d) racial.

19. FRESCO (a) painting on fresh
plaster (b) cooling drink (c) Italian
vegetable (d) fresh fruit.

20. HARBINGER (a) safe port (b)
forerunner (c) drunken revel (d) warrior.

21. HIRSUTE (a) cheap (b) juicy (c)
hairy (d) smoky.

22. HOLOGRAPH (a) chart (b) table of
contents (c) deep cavern (d) handwritten
document.

23. ILLICIT (a) free (b) easy (c) spotless
(d) not legal.

24. IMBROGLIO (a) decoration (b)
quarrel (c) scandal (d) harem.

25. IMPROMPTU (a) o�hand (b) tardy
(c) precise (d) not proper.

26. IMPROVISE (a) impoverish (b)
supervise (c) arrange suddenly (d)
overlook.

27. IMPUGN (a) bother (b) hunt (c)
attack (d) uphold.

28. INTERIM (a) meantime (b) entrance
(c) burial (d) step.

29. INUNDATE (a) �ood (b) insulate (c)
make an entry (d) go under.

30. LETHARGY (a) energy (b)
sluggishness (c) inability (d) permission.

Answers: 1. (b), 2. (b), 3. (c), 4. (a), 5.
(d), 6. (c), 7. (b), 8. (c), 9. (a), 10. (b), 11. (c),
12. (d), 13. (a), 14. (d), 15. (b), 16. (b), 17. (c),
18. (d), 19. (a), 20. (b), 21. (c), 22. (d), 23.
(d), 24. (b), 25. (a), 26. (c), 27. (c), 28. (a),
29. (a), 30. (b).

Published in The Hindu on September
30, 1997.

Know your
English
K. Subrahmanian 
S. Upendran 

FROM THE ARCHIVES

A
charge-coupled device (CCD) is
a remarkable electronic
component used to capture
images by converting light into

electrical signals. Its invention marked a
signi�cant milestone in technology,
in�uencing �elds such as photography,
astronomy, medicine, and many others.

What is a CCD?
At the time it was invented in 1969, the
CCD was a pioneering technology that
converted light into electrical signals
using an array of capacitors that
transferred electric charges in a
sequence. Today, CCD technology has
fundamentally transformed how we
capture, analyse, and share visual
information, representing one of the most
important technological advances of the
20th century.

A CCD consists of an integrated circuit
made up of an array of small picture
elements called pixels. Each pixel acts like
a small light sensor that collects photons
(the particles of light) and converts them
into electrical charges. These charges are
then transferred across the device, one
pixel at a time, to be read and processed
into a digital image.

Imagine a grid where every little
square captures some light and turns it
into an electric signal that can be
measured and displayed as part of a

complete picture. That’s what a CCD
does.

How was the CCD invented?
Willard Boyle and George Smith at Bell
Telephone Laboratories in New Jersey in
the U.S. invented the �rst CCD in 1969
(Smith passed away on May 28, 2025.)
They were initially working on using
semiconductor technology to create new
types of memory devices. During a
brainstorming session, they realised that
an electric charge could be stored and
moved on small capacitors arranged close
together.

Boyle and Smith came up with the idea
to connect these capacitors in a way that
allowed electrical charges to be shifted
along the device, a process they called
“charge coupling”. This way, the charges
could be transferred in a controlled
manner, paving the way for its use in
capturing images by converting light into
electrical signals.

Their groundbreaking work earned
them the Nobel Prize for physics in 2009,
highlighting the profound impact of CCDs
on science and technology.

Soon after, companies like Fairchild
Semiconductor and Sony further
developed CCDs, making them practical
for mass production and use in cameras
and other imaging devices.

How does a CCD work?
A CCD operates using the photoelectric

e�ect, where light that falls on the device
generates electron-hole pairs in the
semiconductor material.

Speci�cally, when photons enter a
CCD, they strike the semiconductor
material beneath each pixel. This energy
knocks electrons loose, creating a small
group of electrons proportional to the
intensity of light in that pixel. Each pixel
is essentially a small capacitor that holds
these electrons. The amount of charge in
each pixel varies depending on how
much light the pixel has received.

A voltage is applied to electrodes
placed over the pixels in a sequence that
moves the charges from one pixel to the
next, like passing buckets of water along a
line. This is why it’s called a
“charge-coupled” device, and this process
continues until all the charge has reached
a readout register.

The accumulated charge from each
pixel is then converted into a voltage
signal, which can be ampli�ed and
digitised by connected electronics to form
a digital image.

This sequential transfer and reading
process allows the CCD to create a precise
and high-quality representation of a scene
being captured.

Where are CCDs used?
Since 1969, CCDs have revolutionised
many �elds by improving their ability to
capture light as data. At the household
level, CCDs made possible the rise of

digital cameras by replacing �lm with
sensors that captured images
electronically. This allowed people to
view their images instantly, edit them,
and store them in hard drives, greatly
in�uencing everyday life and media.
They’re also used in CCTV cameras to
provide high-quality video feeds for
security in places like banks, shopping
malls, and hospitals.

CCDs play a vital role in medical
diagnostics, including in X-ray imaging,
computed tomography (CT) scans, and
endoscopy. Their high resolution and
sensitivity produce clearer images that
help doctors determine more accurate
diagnoses and treatments. In the same
vein, because of their sensitivity and
precision, CCDs are also used in
microscopes, spectrometers, and particle
detectors where they allow scientists to
analyse images in detail, for example,
when they study cells, the structure of
materials, and other physical
phenomena.

In astronomy, CCDs have become the
gold standard for astronomical imaging.
Telescopes �t with CCDs can capture faint
and distant celestial objects with more
sensitivity and accuracy than traditional
photographic plates. This capability has
vastly increased astronomers’
understanding of the universe, helping
them discover distant galaxies, detect
exoplanets, and study cosmic
phenomena.

How charge-coupled devices
revolutionised digital imaging 
At the time it was invented in 1969, the charge-coupled device (CCD) was a pioneering technology that converted light into electrical signals using an

array of capacitors that transferred electric charges in a sequence 
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Light to image: Willard Boyle and George Smith with a charge-coupled device in 1974. AFP
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The Opposition’s latest iteration of  accusing EC of  electoral
malfeasance — ‘vote chori’ — is certainly full of  sound and fu-
ry. We understand that such ‘moves’ are SOP in today’s electo-
ral politics, and not just in India, with election denialism ha-
ving been a key issue in the US in 2020. Politicians, aggrieved
after losing at the hustings, often launch a last-stand tirade
against their opponents to keep supporters engaged. That can
quickly filled with worms has now been deposited at the EC’s
door, in the form of  the opposition INDIA bloc reportedly
planning to take ‘legal and constitutional measures’ against
the poll panel chief. With no concrete charge issued yet, this
only makes the Opposition comes across, not as ‘crusaders of

truth’ but as ‘sore losers’. But something
more precious is at stake.

Institutions like EC are the cornerstone
of  any democracy. Citizens participate in
democracy through these institutions.
While questioning their proper functio-
ning is part and parcel of  this rules-based
‘game’, undermining their credibility by

blaming faulty EVMs and dodgy electoral rolls each time the-
re’s an electoral loss — and keeping silent after every win —
hardly helps to bolster the argument.

Allegations of  ‘vote chori’ undermine peoples’ faith in the
electoral process and institution, questioning the legitimacy
of  outcomes even when there is little to show anything awry.
Such continued efforts on the part of  any opposition at kee-
ping a slogan alive only manages to feed cynicism. This is not
good for the institution of  EC. It is worse for the reputation of
that other institution: the Opposition. Politics can well be abo-
ut making public allegations. But without concrete charges,
all it does is wreak institutional damage.

Institutional Damage,
Also of Opp Space

Easing of  rules is usually beneficial for businesses and
consumers. However, some relaxations can have adverse
impacts on markets and the macroeconomy. Sebi’s propo-
sal to reduce the minimum IPO offer size is an example. It
proposes to allow a company to list on stock exchanges by
selling 2.75% of  the capital if  valued at more than ̀̀ 1 lakh
cr, and 1% for those above ̀̀ 5 lakh cr. The argument is that
the market can’t absorb hugely valued companies and
aims to prevent them from seeking overseas listings. Ele-
mentary economics dictates that supply and demand de-
termine price. Proposing to shrink the mandatory float is
an admission that the value would be far lower with a big-
ger float. It goes against Sebi’s goal to maintain market in-
tegrity. It mandates 25% minimum public holding to re-
main listed so that the stock price is not manipulated. If  a
less than 25% float could be manipulated, what about 1%?

Sebi proved in the Jane Street case
that even stocks with 100% public hol-
ding, such as HDFC Bank, can be mani-
pulated. Shrinking the minimum float
is a license to manipulate. On the cont-
rary, it should raise the minimum offer.
Furthermore, facilitating steep valua-
tions when most IPOs are offers for sale

from PE funds and not fresh capital for companies leads to
heavy outflows, creating macro imbalances. Look no furt-
her than the slide in net FDI numbers. Yes, PE investors ne-
ed an exit, but it need not be at artificially amplified prices.

Another argument by Sebi is to ensure that big firms
list in India and not overseas. After the 1990s euphoria,
hardly any Indian companies sought listing on exchang-
es overseas. On the contrary, MNCs are listing in India to
get higher valuations than what they receive in their ho-
me markets. Hyundai Motor is an example. The carma-
ker raised ̀̀ 27,859 cr in its IPO, reflecting the Indian mar-
ket’s appetite to buy bigger IPOs, which punctures the ar-
gument that big-sized IPOs are difficult to list. Lawma-
kers, in the interest of  investors and the macroeconomy,
should junk these proposals.

Shrinking Float Risks
Unsteady Markets
Instead, SEBI should raise minimum offer

India Inc’s post-pandemic trends are
puzzling on many counts. Outbreak
of  Covid and realisation of  supply ch-
ain concentrations resulted in corpo-
rate tax competition across many sov-
ereign jurisdictions. The case for In-
dia was no different, and corporate
tax rate was cut sharply to accommo-
date supply shock from the pandemic.
But subsequent turn of  events shows
apicture that’s difficult to reconcile
with post-pandemic broader recovery.
uFinancialWith post-pandemic tax
cut and lower interest rates, listed en-
tities, barring BFSI, achieved substan-
tial deleveraging. Loan fund to capital
ratios has declined to a 15-yr low of  0.9%
as of  March 2025 from 1.3% in March
2019. Profit after tax increased to more
than ̀̀ 11 lakh cr in FY25 from less than
`̀4 lakh cr in FY19. Interest coverage ra-
tio (Ebitda/interest) improved to 5%
in FY25 from 3.5% in FY16. Operating
income also improved by 300 bps, with

15% Ebitda margin in FY25 from arou-
nd 12% a decade ago.
uCashCurrent aggregate financials
of  listed entities show India Inc cash
holding has tripled to more than ̀̀ 13
lakh cr as of  March 2025 from around
`̀4.5 lakh cr in March 2018.
uPvt investment Investment anno-
uncements by private sector have sig-
nificantly increased. Private sector
participation, which was around 40%
in FY19, has increased to 74% in Q1
FY26. Investment announcements have
reached an all-time high of  ̀̀ 51 lakh cr
in FY25, compared to ̀̀ 10 lakh cr in
FY20. In Q1 FY26, total announcements
of  ̀̀ 19.1 lakh cr have been made vis-à-
vis ̀̀ 8.6 lakh cr in Q1 FY25, registering
agrowth of  123%, a quarter of  which
came from private sector.
uLending rateWeighted average
lending rate (WALR) on fresh rupee
loan has declined to 7.82% in June 2025

from 8.72% two years ago.
So, what does all this translate to in

terms of  impact on capital formation?
Although capacity utilisation has im-
proved — now at a 48-quarter high at
77.7% in March 2025 — the impact on
capital formation is muted. With high-
er ploughing back of  profit, capital
funds increased 4.3× from March 2011
to March 2025. But fixed asset creation
increased by 3.6× during the same peri-
od. This indicates a slowdown in pace
of  asset addition.

Also, announcement to actual conv-
ersion has been slow, despite a favour-
able policy environment consisting of
capex thrust in the budget, low inter-
est rates and relatively robust demand.
More importantly, stock exchange data
shows that during the pandemic in
FY21, valuations of  Indian corporates
were very attractive. Seizing opportu-
nities, India Inc increased promoter

holding from around
42% in September 2019
to more than 45%, whi-
ch has now reduced
to around 40%.

Share of  private pro-
moters in India’s capi-
tal market, consolida-
ted across all NSE-list-
ed companies, decli-
ned to an 8-yr low of
40.6% as on June 30,
2025, from more than

45% in December 2021. Thus, part of
the loss in promoter control due to de-
leveraging was regained though wind-
falls from tax cuts, and again liquidat-
ed through stake sale.

This indicates that, with the benefit
of  hindsight, a policy of  ease of  doing
business and a low tax regime has an
unintended consequence. There is
limited crowding-in of  private invest-
ment demand after years of  public
sector-led capex. GoI has done most of
the heavy lifting.

India Inc, sitting on a huge cash pile,
should now display the proverbial
‘animal spirits’ and participate in the
India growth story more vigorously.
Uncertainties can’t be used as an alibi
for private investments not coming for-
ward. As indicators like S&P’s latest
rating upgrade demonstrate, India’s
large domestic economy could cush-
ion any adverse shock. As the S&P re-
port reveals, exposure of  Indian ex-
ports subjected to tariffs is only at 1.2%
of  GDP. Additionally, decision to re-
form and rationalise GST will further
aid consumption. Private investors
shouldn’t wait till GST cuts are effec-
tive. They should open the chest now,
and use the dry powder. After all, shi-
ps are safe in harbour. But that’s not
what ships are built for.

Ghosh is group chief  economic adviser,
and Sharma is DGM, SBI

Get Off Your Rocker, India Inc

Soumya K Ghosh &
Sunil Sharma

Sail away

Predict a Ban on the
Astrology Business
Everybody likes an overbearing, over-concerned state
that knows better what’s for you than mummi-daddi. So, in
a nation where GDP growth is directly proportional to the
number of  people consulting astrologers, it’s time mai-ba-
ap GoI took the step of  banning astrology and palmistry
businesses. Not regulate. Not reform. Ban. Every office bu-
ilding and marketspace boasts a neon-lit ‘Astro Guruji’
who, for a modest fee and your dignity, will tell you that
Mercury is retrograding your love life and Saturn is squat-
ting on your career. Palmists, meanwhile, squint at your
sweaty hands and declare you destined for greatness — as
soon as you pay for the deluxe ‘fate-cleansing’ package.

For consumers with a future, this isn’t harmless Linda
Goodman party-trick fun. It can be full-blown addictive.
People consult horoscopes before ordering dessert. Marri-
ages are postponed because Ketu is in a mood. And then
there’s the bigger economic toll: billions spent annually on
gemstones, rituals and emergency pujas to appease imagi-
nary planetary tantrums, money that could have gone else-
where (e.g., in the e-sports and online social games indust-
ry). We’ve banned tobacco ads for public health. Why not
ban astrology publicity for public sanity? Ban astrology.
Ban palmistry. Save minds. Save money. Come to think of
it, this banning thing itself  can be monetised.

Consulting people about your future
can lead to an addictive habit

JUST IN JEST

NARAYAN SIRDESAI

Quantum entanglement is a funda-
mental property of  nature that
describes how subatomic parti-
cles can become connected and
affect each other even when they
are separated by vast distances.
Einstein first proposed this phe-
nomenon in the 1930s and called
it ‘spooky action at a distance’. The
quantum entanglement principle
corroborates the Advaita Vedan-
taphilosophy that posits that the-
re is ‘oneness in existence’, and
that things are interconnected
and influence each other in the
unified field of  consciousness. 

Our thinking is also a material
process wherein billions of  neu-
rons are fired in the brain and gen-
erate electrical impulses leading
to the creation of  different thoughts.

Sri Krishn in the Gita states that
thoughts become things, we bec-
ome what we think, and that we
are the creators of  our own desti-
nyby our thinking and attitudes.
This essentially means that our
thoughts have a powerful impact
on our reality, shaping our being
and events of  our life. ‘Law of  At-
traction’ and ‘Law of  Abundan-
ce’ also work on the same princi-
ple that we can attract abundan-
ce or illness and failure in life by
our mindsets.

The phenomenon of  our thou-
ghts influencing happenings of
the external world and our own
future outcomes is similar to the
quantum entanglement principle.
Hence, by cultivating a positive
attitude, we will have beneficial
outcomes in our life, whereas sin-
ful thoughts and negative think-
ing would lead to unpleasant situ-
ations, conflicts and suffering.

Quantum
Thoughts
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China Seasoning
To Politic Taste
Apropos the Edit, ‘Mr Trump,
Thanks for The Chinese Gam-
bit’ (Aug 20), indeed, we must
thank Donald Trump for the
rapprochement between India
and China. Last year’s disenga-
gement in Ladakh, though in-
complete, has created room for
dialogue. Trump’s disproporti-
onate tariffs and policies have
ensured that we explore rebuild-
ing the bridge. But we will have
to be cautious of  China’s pres-
sure tactics and expansionist
nature, and its penchant for Pak-
istan. China would know that
India will not compromise on
territorial sovereignty. So, Beij-
ing may be looking at New Del-
hi with a more pragmatic lens.
India must hedge its bets with
both Russia and China to diver-
sify its strategic partnerships
rather than depending upon the
now-unreliable US. Yes, it’s go-
ing to be a tightrope walk for In-
dia but is worth the risk to seek
acommon ground.
Bal Govind
Noida

Chat Room

Huniik, which means ‘unique
spirit’ in Mayan, is more than
arestaurant. It’s chef  Roberto
Solís’ love letter to Mérida and
the Yucatán region. Tucked
inside a pink-accented town-
house, its unassuming exter-
ior gives way to a jewel of  a
dining room designed by Cub-
an artist Jorge Pardo, where
golden stone walls echo the
region’s ancient cenotes. With
just 16 seats, the space feels
both intimate and otherworld-
ly, setting the stage for Solís’
culinary theatre.

Solis, a Mérida native, is wide-
ly recog-
nised as
the pione-
er of  nue-
va cocina
yucateca
—a mod-
ern, glob-

ally influenced take on trad-
itional Yucatecan cooking.
His pedigree is stellar: train-
ing at temples of  gastronomy
such as Noma in Copenhagen,
Per Se in New York, and The
Fat Duck in London, before
returning home to elevate his
region’s flavours. 

Expect dishes like yellowfin
tuna wrapped in hoja santa
with Yucatecan ponzu, or man-
gowith recado negro, coconut
foam and ice cream — flavours
deeply rooted in Mexico, yet
plated with cosmopolitan flair.

In a land best known to out-
siders for Cancún’s beaches,
Huniik reminds visitors that
Yucatán’s true soul lies in its
food, heritage and artistry.

Huniik
Mérida, Mexico

STEP UP TO 
THE PLATE

W e have done it again. All
the king’s men have co-
me together to exorcise
an old ghost, another
spectre of  ‘foreign influ-

ence’, that could have been tamed,
harnessed and used to our advantage.
Instead, we let it haunt us for years.
And then in one fell swoop, we break
in to cleanse and lustrate ourselves,
treading the familiar path of  least re-
sistance with righteous claims to pro-
tect the poor, the Indian culture and
the moral fabric of  the youth.

It’s the leitmotif  of  a governance sty-
le: kill it, if  you cannot regulate it. The
Promotion and Regulation of  Online
Gaming Bill has again brought it to
the fore.

Once the Bill becomes a law, it wou-
ld mark the end of  the road for online
betting on games like poker or rum-
my, or wagers on various outcomes —
from what could be the bitcoin price in
the next 24 hours to a wicket in the
next over.

So, what if  it is ‘game over’ for some
betting platforms that hire cricketers
and actors to lure people with little
money, clueless about what they are
betting on? Perhaps no big deal. What,
however, is startling is the way New
Delhi moved in to crush an industry
after letting it grow, attract investme-
nts and hire thousands, without try-
ing to find a way to discipline the tra-
de. Like cryptocurrencies, GoI, while
shy to regulate gaming, has been none-
theless vocal in taxing it.

The rush to squeeze a complex busi-
ness without sensing its potential is
not confined to gaming. Commodity
futures were clamped down out of  fear
it would raise grain prices, for decades,
India behaved like the proverbial os-
trich as betting on the rupee flourish-
ed in Singapore, London and Dubai,
and, more recently, a regulatory para-
noia killed the forex futures market.
Today, stifling taxes and reluctant ba-
nkers are pushing crypto trades over-
seas. We either tactlessly
drove markets under-
ground or ‘exported’

them to other countries. And while
this went on, various stock options
products were floated to entice retail
investors who routinely lose money.

The real-money gaming (RMG) sto-
ry could have played out differently.
No gov should ignore reports of  farm-
ers ending their lives or the poor, led
up the garden path with glitzy ads and
deceptive promises, falling into debt
traps. But these harrowing incidents
could have been avoided with rules and
gatekeepers: persons below a mini-
mum income or net worth could have
been shunned from the gaming won-
derland, sizes of  bets could have been
lowered, and the number of  bets a per-
son can place in a month could have
been capped by improvising the plat-
form software.

Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Sikkim,
Nagaland and other states with gam-
ing frenzy could have come together
with GoI, burying their differences, to
decide the rules of  the game and find
common ground to address painful so-
cial issues.

But everyone dug in their heels.
Like many issues, gaming too turned
political. States clung to their right as
gaming — whether gambling, enter-
tainment or digital sport — is a ‘state
subject’. GoI kept it in a limbo for a
long time. And a fragmented, cut-thro-
atworld of  gaming companies, fuelled
by private equity money, turned gree-
dy, refusing to settle for lower volumes
and player count.

Indeed, India could have housed an
RMG hub in the GIFT City, inviting for-
eigners and residents to bet. We may
want to be another Singapore and not

Macau, but there’s no harm if  we can
be both, and it would be a pity if  we are
neither. While the Bill wants to foster
‘social games’ and ‘e-sports’, these be-
nign pastimes may not transform into
avibrant, bankable industry.

The Bill’s timing was impeccable:
a day before the
current Parliame-
nt session ends and
well before the Sup-
reme Court verdict
expected before the
House resumes in
winter. The apex
court would rule on
multiple matters:
whether poker and
rummy are a game
of  ‘skill’ or ‘chance’,
the huge retroacti-
ve GST claim on

the industry, and the fate of  the Karna-
taka and Madras High Courts’ deci-
sions that thwarted the two state Bills
— similar to the one drafted by GoI —
to curb RMGs.

If  SC sets aside the HC rulings, it
would squash any hope the industry
harbours. If  it upholds HC rulings, or
rules out a blanket ban on RMG, it cou-
ld put a question mark on the new Bill
and come as a glimmer of  hope to the
trade. Either way, the Bill may be chal-
lenged on expected grounds: GoI’s leg-
islative competence to act on a state
subject, restricting the right to trade,
and arbitrarily bundling the games of
skill and chance. What would the top
court do? Well, that is an outcome no
gamer has the skill to predict — it’s an
unmixed game of  chance.

An ambush Bill tailed by a guessing
game over a future court ruling can liv-
en up conversations and enthral view-
ers of  the 9 o’clock news. But does it
bode well for business?

sugata.ghosh@timesofindia.com

JUST GAVE THE GAME AWAY
Kill It, If You

Can’t Fix It

Gaming Bill is stacked against industry. Better laws, not prohibition, must be the path ahead

Sugata Ghosh

real-money mechanics in casual gam-
ing, social gaming and video gaming.
If  addiction and overspending are the
concern, the real danger lies in in-app
purchases, microtransactions and loot
boxes, which are key features embed-
ded in such games. These monetisation
models rely on psychological nudges
that resemble gambling mechanics.
Players routinely spend on skins, up-
grades and loot boxes, which use trig-
gers that encourage repeat spending,
as suggested by the 2023 IAMAI report.

Belgium and the Netherlands have
classified loot boxes as gambling and
imposed bans. Meanwhile, Japan en-
forces strict disclosure norms without
prohibiting the mechanic altogether.
India should analyse these models and
adapt them while keeping in view in-
digenous ecosystems.
uProhibition doesn’t work Inste-
ad of  reducing harm, prohibitions cre-
ate black markets that are harder to
regulate and far riskier for users. In
states where RMG is banned, such as
Telangana, over 3,900 betting platfo-
rm-related violations were document-
ed in 2025. Additionally, 25 celebrities
and influencers faced charges for en-
dorsing prohibited betting platforms.

Moreover, prohibition risks discou-
nting the judgement of  adult gamers.
Many view RMG as a form of  enterta-
inment or relaxation and should have
the right to make that choice under a
regulated regime. Regulation must avo-
id paternalism, providing safeguards
without underestimating user agency.
uSkill vs chanceCourts have reiter-
ated that games like rummy and fan-
tasy sports involve a substantial deg-
ree of  skill and cannot be equated
with gambling. By putting all online
money games into the same category,
the Bill ignores judicial precedent, st-
ifles skill-based industries and chills
investor confidence in a fast-growing
digital sector. By equating the two, it
erases this intelligible difference and
treats legitimate skill-based industri-
es as if  they were indistinguishable
from betting or lotteries.
uWeak framework While the Bill
hints at the creation of  a central regu-
latory authority, this stands in stark
contradiction to MeitY’s 2023 amend-
ment to the IT Rules 2021, which had
envisioned industry-led self-regulato-
rybodies with GoI oversight. The sud-
den pivot to a stringent central autho-
rity reflects a dichotomous approach.
Instead, GoI could have institutiona-
lised responsible gaming measures,
mandated transparency and created
safeguards for vulnerable groups
such as minors. Such a model would
align better with global best practices
and balance innovation with consu-
mer protection.

Going forward, GoI must:
u Create a transparent system that
mandates disclosure of  odds, pricing
and spending limits on loot boxes and
in-app purchases.
u Initiate age-appropriate safeguard-
ing protocols with verification mech-
anisms and parental oversight in cas-
es of  minor gamers.
uAdopt a self-regulatory model whe-
re compliances are monitored by an
independent regulator. Together, the-
se measures can construct a trans-
parent, user-friendly and accountab-
le ecosystem.

To attain Aatmanirbhar Bharat,
GoI must strive to make India a hub
of  a world-class gaming ecosystem.
User protection must go together
with technological innovation to up-
hold the essence of  Viksit Bharat.

Pandey is head, and Tarun and Shukla
are members, Centre for Sports and

Entertainment Law, Gujarat National
Law University (GNLU), Gandhinagar

So, Regulation
Too Risky?

I n the past decade, India has be-
come one of  the world’s fastest-
growing online gaming mar-
kets, with nearly half-a-billion
users and a projected addition

of  250,000 jobs by 2025, as reported by
EY India’s New frontiers: Navigating
the evolving landscape for online ga-
ming in India in 2023. It has become a
mainstream industry that caters to
employment generation, innovation
and tech, while also propelling India’s
global digital standing.

With the introduction of  Promoti-
on and Regulation of  Online Gaming

Bill 2025, there appears to be specula-
tion among stakeholders. By propo-
sing a blanket ban on online money
gaming while selectively encouraging
e-sports and casual games, GoI’s inte-
nt seems inclined more towards pro-
hibition than regulation in disguise.
This approach may fail to address the
sources of  harm while undermining
the domestic gaming ecosystem that
India has progressively built.

It is undeniable that the Bill’s inten-
tions are well placed, as it attempts to
address problems of  addiction, consu-
mer protection and prevention of  mo-
ney laundering. However, in practice,
it may inadvertently create an illegal
betting economy and encourage the
gambling industry. This may under-
mine India’s domestic gaming sector
and its digital Make in India ambitions.

The areas of  concern include:
uDisadvantages Indian innovator
e-Sports and casual gaming sectors
are dominated by international gian-
ts, whereas India’s domestic gaming
companies are in the skill-based mon-
ey games space. Out of  India’s 488 mn
gamer base, more than 155 mn are eng-
aged with real-money gaming (RMG)
sub-segments like fantasy sports and
other transaction-based games, mak-
ing it the largest segment in the coun-
try’s gaming economy. This could dis-
tort the market under the guise of
consumer protection.

Moreover, by equating legitimate
businesses with gambling, the Bill ris-
ks setting a dangerous precedent that
not only undermines judicially recog-
nised distinctions between games of
skill and games of  chance, but also
violates the constitutionally guaran-
teed right to trade and occupation un-
der Article 19(1)(g), thereby affecting
multiple stakeholders who have built
avalue chain around this sector.
uOverlooks money mechanics in
casual gaming The Bill overlooks

Niyati Pandey, Tarun & Anamika Shukla

Hit the jackpot, hard

The Bill promotes ‘social games’ and
‘e-sports’, but these may not become 

a bankable industry
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Rahul Gandhi has centred his political
identity and brand on walkathons
from the very first day he threw himself
into the task of  mobilising crowds. 
Bihar’s ‘Vote Adhikar Yatra’ that started
Sunday last is his fifth big-ticket 

walkathon. Success of  Bharat Jodo Yatra (BJY) from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir and from Manipur to Mumbai–
completed 508 days ago – forms the backdrop to Bihar’s
hybrid mode of  walks & drives through 20 districts 
covering 1,300 km.

Even when he was a raw political project with a 
famous surname, simply finding his feet, Rahul marched
against land acquisition in west UP’s Bhatta-Parsaul.
The ‘kisan yatra’ from Deoria-to-Delhi was to push 
farmers’ agenda. He also hiked to Kedarnath in 2015 to
signal normalcy to the world two years after flash floods
devastated the region. A whiff  of  a provocation or
political possibility sets Gandhi on the move – an
itch to hit the road. 

And so it was last week, on a muggy Sunday
in Sasaram, that the Leader of  Opposition in
Parliament was off  once again along with
RJD’s Tejashwi Yadav and allies to talk to the
Bihari on the ‘threat’ to their right to vote.

Protests & polls | Yet the Bihar yatra is like
no previous campaign. It follows Supreme
Court’s accepting the opposition’s demands
and directing Election Commission (EC) to 
publish the names of  those deleted from 
Bihar’s new draft rolls. In July, the abruptly
announced Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of  electoral rolls in Bihar – requiring 
voters to furnish fresh documents for
enrolment – months before state
polls had triggered suspicion.

A meeting with EC deepened
opposition’s fears that outward-
bound migrants and poor, marginalised
groups – seen as anti-BJP voters – would
be struck off  the rolls. The move sparked
mass protests and a Supreme Court
petition. That it all coincided
with Parliament’s monsoon
session provided the issue a
giant platform.

On Aug 7, Rahul

stunned the country with a TedTalk-style presentation
of  a study he had commissioned. He showed ‘largescale
irregularities’ in voters’ list for Mahadevapura assembly
segment of  Bangalore Central parliamentary seat during
Lok Sabha elections 2024. The findings amplified 
suspicions Congress had aired over Maharashtra 
assembly polls and some LS 2024 seats.

With SC’s directive to EC, Rahul’s efforts were seen
to have paid off. Could a yatra be far behind? One that
brought together a protest and elections – a potent mix
for a poll campaign.

Crowds pay attention | BJY revealed a large base existed
for a campaign against “hatred”, “cronyism”, who would

rather talk of  bread-’n-butter issues like
jobs,price-rise and sundry grievances.

The Manipur to Mumbai yatra
had followed SC’s scrapping

of  controversial electoral
bonds. That Congress’s
talking points had found
traction was evident in

LS 2024 polloutcome – BJP
scraped through despite a

heavily favourable poll pitch;
and non-Congress opposition

parties had found a way forward
in the Modi-led BJP era.
Given the SIR outrage, allies RJD,

CPI-ML and others warmed to the idea of  a
yatra. The 16-day journey is expected to
weave through 100-125 assembly seats with 

roadshows, speeches, handshakes and waves. MBCs,
SCs, STs, Muslims and the poor are being courted under
RJD’s well-worn banner of  social justice, now amplifiedby
Rahul. He in turn has fashioned a mix of  caste census,
removal of  quota cap, highlighting atrocities, and 
secularism into his political calling card. All of  this is
in step with Mukesh Sahani’s VIP base and Dipankar 
Bhattacharya’s CPI-ML.

The idea is to pierce the sprawling Bahujan bloc and
overcome entrenched political divisions where Nitish 
Kumar’s JDU and Paswan’s LJP are lodged. A similar pro-
ject was executed successfully in UP last year by Akhilesh
Yadav. Samajwadi Party branded itself  as the party of
PDA (pichhda, dalit, adivasi) to counter BJP’s success
among ‘most backward’ groups. Rahul’s social justice
pitch complemented SP’s move. SP swept LS 2024 in UP.

Delivering for state parties | There is ample evidence 
since 2004 to show that allies, or like-minded rivals, 
benefit much more from Rahul’s presence than his own
party does on turf  where Congress is a fringe player. His
key role in the Grand Alliance’s superlative performance
in UP in LS 2024 is privately acknowledged. In fact, chatter
even recalls his campaign against corruption in UP in 2007
–haathi khata hai(the elephant is corrupt). The campaign
turned CM Mayawati’s BSP into a villain and formed the
basis for SP to win in 2012.

The ‘Rahul factor’ turned Maharashtra into a one-
sided play in last year’s LS elections, when Shiv Sena
and NCP were marred by splits and defections. 
Although Congress is a marginal force in Tamil Nadu,
DMK values the credibility Rahul brings. 

In Sasaram, like during BJY’s Bihar leg, Tejashwi drove
the jeep with Rahul seated next to him. It signalled

Lalu’s son playing the lead on home turf.
RJD has the ground troops and organisa-
tional network, Congress brings a national
leadership and ideology, Rahul its face.

Mahagathbandhan insists the Bihar
yatra’s focus – Constitution in hand – is a
serious effort to make people aware about
threats to their voting rights. But the 
mobilisation visible is as good as launching
the opposition’s poll campaign.

Political outreach cannot end by Sept 1
given Bihar polls are still months away.

Expect a sequel closer to the elections on
manifesto, on failure of  incumbent
govt, and ‘social justice’. Rahul has
made power walks his power play.

Subodh.Ghildiyal@timesofindia.com

When He Walks, Who Gains?
Rahul Gandhi’s Bihar yatra shows he’s often better at making a case for opposition than 

at making Congress a major player in politically tough states
DOSTOEVSKY, THE GAMBLER

Compulsive gamblers do not fail to moderate their bets
out of lack of will power...the whole point of this kind of

gambling is to maximise risk...for its own sake

A thought for today

In Jainism, Paryushan Mahaparv
holds a unique significance. It is not
merely a religious ritual but a 

celebration of  deep introspection, self-
purification, and turning inwards. Jain
culture, for centuries, has regarded this
sacred observance as a profound medium
for self-uplift, meditation, and penance.
The literal meaning of  ‘Paryushan’ is to
dwell within, to immerse in the soul, to be
close to the self. This year, the grand
festival of  inner purification is being
observed from August 20 to August 27,
2025. During these eight days, every
follower of  Jainism devotes body and
mind to spiritual practices, polishing the
mind so deeply that past mistakes may be
erased and future missteps avoided.

The atmosphere created during the
celebration purifies not only individuals
but also society. In this sense, Paryushan
is not only a festival of  spirituality but
also one of  personal growth and 

transformation. It is not confined to Jains
alone – it is a festival for all humanity.

Immersed in inner worship, seekers
ascend to higher states of  spiritual joy and
make an earnest effort to move closer to
liberation. Rooted in the renunciatory
culture of  Jainism, Paryushan represents
a unique spiritual path where chanting,
penance, meditation, contemplation,
devotion, and mindfulness
elevate life to purity. It is the
festival of  awakening from
slumber, of  moving from
darkness of  ignorance to
light of  wisdom.

Paryushan also 
symbolises destruction of
karm. Only when enemies
of  the soul – karm – are destroyed can
the soul dwell in its true essence. 
Paryushan plays a vital role in unveiling
the luminous and pure nature of  the
soul. True spirituality means nearness
to Self, and Paryushan opens the doors,
and skylights of  the heart to this reality.

Kshamavani – the Day of  Forgiveness.
On this day, each person seeks forgiveness
from others, saying ‘Micchami Dukkadam’
– ‘If  i have hurt you in thought, word, or
deed, i ask for your forgiveness.’ This
tradition builds an environment of
harmony, friendship, and compassion
within society.

Thus, Paryushan reminds us that
life’s true purpose is not indulgence or
material achievement, but self-elevation
and the journey towards liberation. Each
practitioner undergoes a rebirth through
penance, self-discipline, study, and 
forgiveness. It is a festival of  seeing
others as oneself. The Bhagwad Gita
proclaims: Atmaupamyena sarvatra,
samam pashyati yo Arjun’ – He who sees
all beings as equal to himself  is wise.
Mahavir declared: Mitti me savva bhoesu,
veram majjhan kenai – my friendship is
with all beings, my enmity with none.
The essence of  Paryushan lies in human
unity, peaceful coexistence, friendship,
nonviolence, and universal moral values.

It is also a festival of  Jain unity – known in
the Digambar tradition as Dashalakshan
Parv. For them, it begins on the fifth day
of  the bright fortnight of  Bhadrapada
and concludes on the fourteenth. In the
Shwetambar tradition, the same day
marks Samvatsari, celebrated through
fasting, meditation, study, and 

renunciation.According to scriptures,
Samvatsari should be observed

after 49 or 50 days of  chaturmas,
monsoon retreat, have passed,
with 69 or 70 days remaining.
The Digambar tradition
emphasises Dashalakshan
Dharm, ten virtues; while the
Shwetambar tradition focuses
on purification through

rituals, fasting, and repentance. In both
traditions, however, it is an opportunity
for deep reflection, self-restraint, and
inner progress.

The central aim of  this festival is to
free the soul from layers of  karm. The
final day of  Paryushan is celebrated as

Paryushan Mahaparv: Festival Of Awakening
Lalit Garg

The Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill and its adjuncts 
tabled in Parliament yesterday propose something serious –
that a PM or a CM or a minister will be removed from office if

he/she has been in custody for 30 days, for an offence punishable by
5+ years of  jail term. Opposition’s questions and criticisms were
predictable. It also, in a most unlovely way, tore up copies of  the bill
and threw these at the treasury benches. Amidst chaotic scenes and
repeated adjournments, GOI denied that the bills had been brought
in haste, but agreed to send them to a joint parliamentary committee.
The 21 Lok Sabha and 10 Rajya Sabha members of  this JPC have to
distill the matter to basic principles.

The stated purpose of  yesterday’s bills is that those arrested and
detained against serious criminal offences should not “eventually
diminish the constitutional trust” of  the Indian people. But different
provisions in the Representation of  the People Act, 1951 that deal with

disqualifications have taken shape very much
with this goal – and that of  countering the
criminalisation of  politics. Shifting the 
goalpost from conviction to custody, as the bills
propose, is contraindicated by foundational
legal principle: Innocent until proven guilty.
As current provisions stand, they seem to
skirt around the idea of  due process. Yes, there’s
an argument that those accused of  serious

crimes should resign anyway. But a law that makes dismissal 
contingent upon a month’s incarceration doesn’t account for the utmost
importance accorded to the will of  the people – those elected can be
found unfit to hold office only after conviction. JPC should work
from this principle and recommend amendments.

There’s, of  course, no denying that crime and politics remain 
friendly. Per ADR, 46% of  newly elected MPs in 2024 boast criminal
charges compared to 30% in 2009. Earlier this year the Supreme Court
learned from the amicus curiae that about 5,000 criminal cases against
MPs and MLAs are still pending. Only parties can change these outcomes.
As for laws, they should pay heed to well-understood principles.

Office Politics
JPC that’ll examine bill on removing govt leaders should
agree conviction, not investigation, must be the trigger

‘O EC, EC, / O EC, EC,
Mere polls churaya na karo!’
‘O Rahul, Rahul/ O Rahul Rahul
Roz, roz lies na bo-la-ya karo!!’
‘Vote Chori’ is the latest RaGa Atana. Played fast and furious,
this angry arrangement has been known to cause palpitations

in listeners, but EC-ji isn’t showing any cause for concern. It’s not clear who’s
doctored what. At a Bangalore pressconf, Rahul unfurled reams to allege that
EC was up to something dodgy. In turn, EC’s presser demanded either proof  or
apology. But, if  you’ll excuse more mixed metaphors, I shan’t go into whether
there was indeed a corps de ballot-stuffing or Mr G’s accusations are just a load
of  Bolshoi. Instead, here’s my list of  what We the People are routinely robbed
of. Nos 1,2,3 are even ultra vires our constitution.

Air chori. Operating with impunity, these bindaas, badass gangs comprise
dirty industries, toxic vehicles, even flatulent cows. In Delhi, it’s stubble-burning
neighbours; in Mumbai, the phalanx of  concrete blocking sky and cleanser
sea-breeze.

Paani chori. Blame not the hapless, tap-less slumdweller siphoning off  a
bucket or two. Industrial-grade pollution and encroachment rob
our water bodies. Like lowly beat-cop, the state can be ‘persuaded’ to
turn a blind eye. Or is itself  the violator. 

Sleep chori. Imminent, blared serial festival music will compound
chronic construction cacophony.

Land chori. It’s countrywide, but particularly rampant in
Mumbai where real estate is scarce and correspondingly 
valuable. Most recently, port authority leased away 30 chunks

which should have rightly been returned for public good once shipping moved
to JNPT. Or cop is culprit. In 2001, state govt cynically tweaked the mill-lands’
development rule, leaving the city with only one-eighth of  the bonanza it expected
for more open spaces, schools, hospitals and affordable housing.

Roads chori. Accused No 1: municipal corporations. Evidence: pothole-glut,
pavement-paucity, choked gutters, overflowing garbage. Encroachment too is
public-way robbery.

Civility chori: Guilty as charged are netas, newshour anchors, neighbours
road-ragers . They’ve not only stolen but smashed beyond salvage all civilised
discourse, discussion, debate, disagreement.

So-ji, never mind politics, think of  these 24x7x30x12 robberies?
***

Alec Smart said: “Did Putin heed Trump? Alas-ka, no.”

So Many Choris
Bachi Karkaria

We the people lose so many things…air, water, roads…

erratica

GOI’s move to ban “online money games” has a close analogue
in prohibition. People drink, and some drink to the point of
ruin. But history is witness that prohibition never solved

this problem. Likewise, people have always gambled, some to the point
of  ruin, but is a ban the best way to make this problem go away?

There’s no denying that gambling addiction – online or off  it – takes
a heavy toll on society. Data from Karnataka alone shows at least 32
suicides related to online betting since 2023. There are countless
other reports from across the country. When lab technicians and 
auto drivers run up loans of `10L or more to play rummy online, a
ban seems only right. But consider its consequences. Some 400 
companies, 2L jobs and ̀ 20,000cr in GST revenue may be wiped out
in an instant, without stopping online betting. Just as prohibition
spurs bootlegging, a ban on online money games will result in 

players exploring other options. The internet
has no barriers, remember. Chances are the 
alternatives will be riskier. While Indian tech
workers will lose jobs, money might flow into
those same offshore jurisdictions that pose 
“significant enforcement challenges”.

GOI should consider tightening regulations
instead. In 2023, it gave the industry an opportunity
to self-regulate. While that didn’t work, a firm
hand now might produce desired results. Since

the ban is meant to protect players from financial ruin, strict KYC
checks and deposit/loss limits based on credit scores may be a good
start. Data should be localised while blocking offshore betting sites
aggressively. Govt has also expressed concern about “manipulative
design features, addictive algorithms, bots and undisclosed agents”
in gaming apps. It has already cracked down on such “dark patterns”
in ecommerce and can do so in online gaming also. 

Other countries are still learning – UK banned celebrity 
endorsements for gambling apps, and Italy banned such ads 
altogether. US and Australia also regulate the sector with strict 
rules regarding KYC and advertising. That’s why India shouldn’t go
the way of  a blanket ban either.

Regulate, Don’t Ban
Strict regulation can protect players of online games

from financial ruin. Ceilings on bets is one idea
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Depending on whether you are a glass
half  full or glass half  empty kind of
person, you can judge the recently
concluded Trump-Putin summit either
way. Pessimists will say nothing 
happened towards ending the Russia-

Ukraine war. Optimists will say at least a start has been
made – let’s hope the war comes to an end soon.

What the Alaska summit didn’t provide, however,
was clarity on what’s happening with the 50% tariffs,
which were suddenly imposed on Indian exports to US.
The 25% overall tariff  and an additional 25% penalty
tariff  for doing business with Russia are unique to 
India, at least at this point. The impact of  such tariffs
can be devastating. 

Even as we prepare to live in this new reality, we
must not give up diplomacy to reverse or at least put these
onerous tariffs on hold. For this, we perhaps need to revisit
our foreign policy, which has tilted towards assertiveness
in the past few years. Today, that assertiveness needs to
be balanced with accommodation. 

Human beings are social animals. We cannot survive
without interacting, cooperating and living alongside
other humans. And yet, every now and then, we as 
individuals have to assert ourselves against others.
The unfair boss who gives you too much work and pays
you too little – until the day you decide to assert yourself
and call him out. The person who tries to jump the queue
you’ve patiently stood in – until you tell him off. The
friend who takes advantage of  you – until you finally
tell him it has to stop. 

Nations need to be assertive too, particularly those
aspiring for greater stature and power. In the case of  
nations, assertiveness usually means standing firm with
respect to other countries. For example, ignoring 
sanctions imposed by one country on another can be a sign
of  assertiveness. Disregarding climate change targets set
by others may be another. Refusing to dismantle a 
nuclear weapons programme also fits the bill. 

A certain level of  assertiveness is essential. All 
rising powers become more assertive as their per 
capita income, military strength, market size and 
competitiveness increase. 

China, for example, is significantly more assertive
today than it was three decades ago. This correlates
with its remarkable growth in economic output, military
capability and manufacturing strength. India has also
grown more assertive, especially over the past two to
three decades. From the Indo-US nuclear deal to strategic
non-alignment to membership in Quad and Brics, India
is standing up for itself  more than before. 

Today, assertiveness often includes loud proclama-
tions on social media about bold decisions made by India.
The local media amplifies these messages, often 
presenting them as small diplomatic victories. This 
underlines and reinforces the sense of  national asserti-
veness.These public declarations also serve domestic
political interests. Ministers whose official roles involve
diplomacy are often celebrated by nationalist supporters
as heroes for “putting other nations in their place”. 

And this is where assertiveness can go too far. When

it no longer just serves our self-interest, but also shames
or humiliates others. It may alienate entire nations,
making it awkward or difficult to restore relations or
conduct business with them in the future. 

India is undeniably rising. We are not the same
nation we were 30 years ago. However, we still have a 
relatively low per capita income and limited global 
influence compared to others. If  we continue progressing
over the next two decades, we will naturally have more
room to be assertive. For now, our assertiveness should
be dialled down and calibrated in line with our true 
global standing. Additionally, assertiveness should 
always serve a clear, constructive purpose – not insult
or demean others. 

In Chinese culture, there’s the concept of guanxi
(mutually beneficial relations), and gei mianzi (giving
face). Together, they mean that even in negotiations or
disagreements, one should always respect the other
party and avoid causing them humiliation. At the 
international level, even though China pursues its own
interests unapologetically, it rarely mocks or ridicules
other countries. 

Diplomacy and foreign policy require fine-tuning
two dials: being assertive and being accommodative. A
person with strong friendships and professional 
relationships often achieves more than someone who
insists on going it alone. This is where accommodation
comes in. Sometimes we can afford to concede on issues
of  little consequence. In doing so, we build goodwill –
favours that can be called in later. 

The country with the best relationships isn’t the one
who is the most assertive. It’s the one that knows how to
strike a balance: when to stand up for itself, and when to
stand beside others. India’s foreign policy should 
embody this balance, and revisit and recaliberate it 
regularly in response to global events. 

The Russia-Ukraine war may resolve itself  in two
weeks, or it may go on for two more years. India, 
meanwhile, will have to be prepared to deal with this tariff
problem, and retune its foreign policy to accommodate US
abit more in order to get a resolution to the penal tariffs.

Assert Or Accommodate: Playbook For India
We must know when to stand firm and when to agree to some demands. 

Restoring mutually beneficial trade ties with US depends on this
Chetan Bhagat

One who
neglects or
disregards
the existence
of earth, 
air, fire, 
water and 

vegetation disregards his own
existence which is entwined 
with them.

Sacredspace

Mahavir
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DANGEROUS & WRONG
Yes,ministersarrestedafterdueprocessmay lose themoral
right togovern.But thenewBillsarebadfaith,bad law

ONTHEFACEof it, theConstitution(130thAmendmentBill)andtworelated
Bills, tabled in theLokSabhaandsent to a joint committeeonWednesday,
frameaconcernaboutpoliticalcorruptionandseektoenforceconstitutional
morality. Infact,however, theBillsaredeeplytroublingpiecesof legislation

thatarrogatetotheExecutiveexpandedandconcentratedstatepowerandseverelyshrink
safeguards,checksandbalances.Theyunderminetheprincipleofseparationofpowersand
violatefederalautonomy.AccordingtotheBills, if anyminister, includingachiefminister
and theprimeminister, is arrestedandremains incustody for30straightdays, for anof-
fencepunishablebyfiveyearsormoreinjail,heorshemustresignorlosetheiroffice.This
proposedautomatic removalonunprovenchargesmarksaninexplicableanddisturbing
departure fromtheestablishedprincipleof disqualificationonlyafter conviction—in its
ruling in the Lily Thomas case in 2013, the SupremeCourt held that a convictionwhich
carriesasentenceoftwoyearsormorewouldresultindisqualificationofalegislatorfrom
holdingpublicofficeandcontestingelections fromthedateof conviction. Inaclimate in
whichtheexecutivehasshownlittlecompunctioninweaponisingcentralagenciestotar-
getpoliticalopponents,andwhentheguardrailsofthefederalframeworkareunderstrain,
theBills,byvestingthepowerofremovalinthePrimeMinisterandGovernor—their“ad-
vice”willbenecessaryattheUnionandstatelevel, respectively–onlyaddtothedubious
arsenalof theCentre's rulingparty.
Inthepast,chiefministershaveresignedbeforebeingsenttojail incasesofcorruption,

fromLaluPrasadinBiharinthe1990stoHemantSoreninJharkhandmorerecently– Arvind
Kejriwal,whocontinuedasDelhiChiefMinisterevenafterbeingtakenintocustodyinthe
Delhiexcisepolicycase,wasanexception.Butthatisacallthatmustremainapoliticalone.
Itisamatterbetweenthepoliticalpartyandthepolitician,andthenbetweenthepolitician
andthepeople.Ofcourse, thejudicialprocessis infamouslypronetodelays,butshort-cir-
cuitingthedueprocessof law,overturningtheprincipleof innocenttillprovedguilty,and
handinguntrammeledpowertotherulingestablishmentattheCentreiscertainlynotthe
answer.AllUniongovernmentshavemisusedcentralagenciesagainstpoliticalopponents
— theCBIwasdubbed the “CongressBureauof Investigation” anda “cagedparrot” in the
tenureof theUPA.But the last10yearsorsohaveseenthisdistortionacquireanewscale.
Since2014,therehasbeenastarklydisproportionatetargetingofOppositionleadersbythe
CBIandED,whowinaninstantreprievewhentheycrossovertotheBJP.TheED,whichhas
acquiredareputationforbeingtheprimeinstrumentofthisvindictivepolitics,armedwith
stringent lawsthatmakebailmoredifficult,hasapatheticconvictionrate. Ithas, timeand
again,beenrebukedbytheSC,asforitsmoneylaunderinginvestigationintheTamilNadu
StateMarketingCorporationcase.
To argue, as theHomeMinister does, that “the people”will decide if theirministers

shouldrunthegovernmentfromjail, isacynical framingthatsubvertspeople’srights in
their own name. The Bills, which have gone to a joint parliamentary panel, deserve to
travelno further. Theyshouldberejected.

HEAVY-HANDED STATE
Invocationofseditionlawagainst journalistsbyHimantaBiswa
Sarmagovernmentstiflesfreeexpression,violatesSCguidelines

T HEASSAMPOLICEhas summoned journalist and TheWire editor Siddharth
Varadarajaninacaseof sedition,overanarticleonOperationSindoorcarried
bytheonlineportal. Thearticlecarriedcommentsby India’smilitaryattache
toIndonesiaonIAFjetsandmilitarytacticsemployedduringOperationSindoor

andwaswidelyreported. It isnowpartofpolicecasediariesforbeinganact“endangering
thesovereignty,unityandintegrityofIndia.”OnAugust12,theSupremeCourtdirectedthe
Assampolicetonottakeany“coercivesteps”againstVaradarajan.However, indefianceof
theCourtorder, thepolice registeredasecondFIRonthesameissue inadifferentdistrict.
Invoking the provisions of sedition for a news report, selectively andunfairly deploying
statemachineryagainstjournalists,raisesseriousquestionsaboutviolationofdueprocess
andinfringementof fundamentalrights.
TheSupremeCourt,initslandmarkKedarNathSinghjudgment(1962),madeitclearthat

criticismof the government, however harsh, is not sedition unless it directly incites vio-
lenceorfosterspublicdisorder.InMay2022,theSCstayedtheoperationofthelawafterform-
inga“primafacieviewthattherigourofSection124Aof IPCisnotintunewiththecurrent
socialmilieu...”SensingthemoodoftheCourt,thegovernmentaskedforanopportunityto
repeal thelawbefore itwasstruckdown.TheSCsaidthat itwould“hopeandexpect”that
thegovernmentwouldrefrainfromregisteringanyFIR,continuinganyinvestigationortak-
inganycoercivemeasuresbyinvokingSection124AofIPCwhiletheprovisionisundercon-
sideration.Butin2023,whenthenewNyayaSanhitaswerebroughtin,thelawonsedition
wasretainedwithamerechangeinnomenclature.Thenamehaschangedfrom“rajdroh”
to“deshdroh,”butthedispiritingmisuseof thelawcontinues.
“Toallowajournalisttobesubjectedtomultiplecomplaintsandtothepursuitof reme-

diestraversingmultiplestatesandjurisdictionswhenfacedwithsuccessiveFIRsandcom-
plaintsbearingthesamefoundationhasastiflingeffectontheexerciseofthatfreedom.This
willeffectivelydestroythefreedomofthecitizentoknowoftheaffairsofgovernanceinthe
nation and the right of the journalist to ensure an informed society,” said former CJI DY
ChandrachudinMay2020,whilegrantingbailtoArnabGoswami.AstheSChearschallenges
tothenewseditionlaw,theAssamgovernmentmusturgentlyheedthecourt’scaution.

A MID-CAREER TRAGEDY
Surveyshowsthatprofessionalsaged35-54aredrivingAI

adoptioninworkplaces. It'sbecausetheymust

T HEWHITE-COLLAR,mid-careerprofessionaltodaywillbehard-pressedtofind
himself representedinanyof theSevenAgesofaperson's life,asShakespeare
describedtheminAsYouLikeIt.Thecoder,thecorporateworker,thedoctor,the
journalist, the lawyer—hardly anyone in their 40s and50s can “In fair round

bellywithgoodcaponlin’d/Witheyessevereandbeardof formalcut/Fullofwisesawsand
modern instances...playshispart.” In theageofAI, themiddle-agedworkercannotrelyon
herexperience,herwisdomto“playherpart”—shemustbecomeastudent,onceagain.
AsurveyandreportbyIndeed—titled'WorkAhead'—foundthat43percentofwork-

ers across the country feel confident about usingAI over thenext two-three years, and,
significantly,mid-careerprofessionals (aged35-54)are leadingtheway inadoptingthe
technology.Overhalf thepeoplesurveyed(56percent)inthiscategoryareactivelyseek-
ingAItraining,outpacingyoungerprofessionals(39percent)byquiteamargin.Thereis
somethingadmirableaboutthiseagerness, thisdrivetostayrelevantandthemanager's
dream— “productive” — at a time people are usually at the top of a career hill, staring
downtheslopeontheother side.But it is alsoa little sad.
Theyoungknowtheyhaveenoughtimetolearn,to“upskill”,tomakeamark.Theoldcan

restontheir laurels, and lookbackata lifewell-lived (or lived, atanyrate). It is themiddle-
aged,middle-career,middle-classworker—paying for kids' rising costs andhospital bills
that only seem tomount,with salaries staying stagnant—whohas to learnhow to give
promptstoamachinethathascannibalisedthedatacreatedbythesamehumanintelligence
itseekstoreplace.Alltheworldisindeedastage—andtheplayrightnowisanabsurdtragedy.

NOT BY GLOOM AND DOOM
Alarmismdoesn’thelppeopleconfronttheclimatecrisis. Itnumbsthem

CRIMINALLAWISthemostdirectexpressionof
the relationship between a state and its citi-
zens.Nowhereinthelegalfieldismoreatstake
for the community or the individual.
Unfortunately, “crimes” originate in govern-
mentpolicyand,therefore,criminallawreflects
theideaofpowerratherthanjustice.Thestate,
in its discretion, designates certain acts as
crimesasperitselectoralorotherneeds.Itmay
decidetocriminaliseanddecriminalisealmost
anything. Thus, Emperor Claudius of Rome,
whowanted tomarryhis brother’s daughter,
procuredanamendmenttothecrimeofincest
thatpermittedamarriagebetweenanieceand
herpaternal uncle, leaving the lawunaltered
as to othermarriages between uncles and
niecesorauntsandnephews.
The criminal justice system ispermeated

bydiscretion,wherethepolicehavethepower
to arrest people even onmere suspicion. In
2022,76percentofprisonerswereunder-tri-
als.Canpoliticianswhospend just30days in
custody constitute a valid class protectedby
Article14tobetreateddifferently?Canpolice
powersnotbeusedbycentralorstategovern-
ments to get political leaders removed from
theirhighconstitutionaloffices?Cananarrest
itselfbeconvertedintoapunishmentpriorto
conviction?Thesearelegitimatequestionsthat
requirepublicdebate.
TheNarendraModigovernment’sproposal

intherecentlytabledbillswasseeminglyne-
cessitatedbytheformerDelhiChiefMinister's
refusal to resign after spendingweeks in jail
and theDelhiHC’s observation that there is
nothinginlawenvisagingaCM’sresignationin
suchcircumstances.Indeed,thenewprovision
of removal ofministers including the Prime
Minister— insertion inArticle 75(5A)—and
ministers andChiefMinisters in states— in-
sertioninArticle164(4A)—toprotectourdem-
ocraticsetupwould,innormalcircumstances,
havebeenwidelyacclaimedasahistoricand
boldmove towards thedecriminalisationof
politics.However,thefunctioningofourinves-
tigatingagenciesintherecentpasthascreated
doubtsnotonlyinthemindsofpeoplebutalso
amongthejudgesoftheapexcourt.Ontheraid
attheTamilNaduStateMarketingCorporation,
CJI B R Gavai on May 22 said that the

EnforcementDirectorate(ED)has“crossedall
limits”. In 2013, during theUPAgovernment,
JusticeRMLodhafamouslycalledtheCentral
Bureauof Investigation (CBI) a “cagedparrot
speakinginthemaster’svoice”.Whilegranting
bailtoDelhi’sthenChiefMinisterin2024,the
SChad reiterated the importance of the CBI
sheddingitsimageasacagedparrot.
JharkhandCMHemantSoren,who,unlike

ArvindKejriwal,resignedonhisarrest,hadto
spendsomesixmonths incustodyontheal-
legationsof a so-called landscambefore the
JharkhandHighCourt concluded that in the
“overallconspectusofthecase,thereisnolike-
lihoodof thepetitionercommittingasimilar
nature of offence”. Subsequently, the SC re-
fusedtointerferewithSoren’sbailorder.Asa
resultofhisarrest,Sorencouldnotcampaign
inthe2024LokSabhaelections.Kejriwal,too,
lostsomesevenweeksduringtheLokSabha
elections, andwhen the SCgrantedhimbail
onMay10, 2024, just 18dayswere available
for him to campaign.With bail made ex-
tremelydifficultunderlawsliketheUAPAand
PMLA,theprovisionis likelytobemisused.
The first step in the decriminalisation of

politicsshouldbetograntsubstantialauton-
omytotheCBIandEDwithdirectorsselected
throughconsensus. Letpeople trust their in-
vestigation and the arrests they make.
Withoutdoingso,theremovalordeemedres-
ignationof aminister, PMorCMmay lead to
themisuseof thecriminal justicesystem.
Corruptioninpoliticsisaseriousproblem.

TheVohraCommittee(1993)wasappointed
by theGovernment of India to look into this
issue, but we have not been able tomake
muchprogress.Lately,ourpoliticshasbecome
devoid of ethics, and as a result, we see the
willingembraceofandallianceswithcorrupt
political leaders after leaders of a particular
party have been publicly ridiculed. In ticket
distribution, the autocratic high commands
of all political parties reward such corrupt
leaders, and very often, the “winnability” of
candidates istheonlyconsideration.
TheSupremeCourthasdonearemarkable

job in reducing political corruption through
several landmark judgments. In Lily Thomas
(2013),itbarredconvictedpoliticalleadersfrom

contesting elections. In JanChaukidar (2004),
it hadevenprohibited those in jail fromcon-
testing, but Parliamentoverturned this order.
TheUPAgovernmentdidcomeupwithanor-
dinancetooverturnthedisqualificationofcon-
victedpolitical leaders, but RahulGandhi fa-
mouslyandpubliclyopposedthemove.Years
later,hewasdisqualifiedunderthatverylaw.
Themischief that the three bills propose

to dealwith is political corruption. InMarch
2025, Minister of State for Finance Pankaj
ChaudharyinformedtheRajyaSabhathat“in
thelast10years,asmanyas193casesagainst
politicianshavebeenregisteredby theED in
whichonlytwoconvictions(bothformermin-
isters fromthe Jharkhandgovernment)have
beenmade”.Ofthetotalcases,138orawhop-
ping 71per cent have been registered in the
lastfiveyears.Therearereasons,therefore,to
be apprehensive about the ED’s credibility.
EventheSupremeCourthadexpresseditsan-
guishoverthelowconvictionrates.
If theNDAgovernment intends to divert

attention fromtheongoingdebateabout the
integrityofelectoralrolls, thebillsareasmart
move,asthe130thConstitutionalAmendment
Bill isunlikelytobepassedbecausetheruling
alliancedoesnothave a two-thirdsmajority.
Suchreformsmustideallybeprecededby con-
sensus-building. Since the Opposition is
againstthesebills,theBJPmaycreateanarra-
tivethat it is tryingtoprotectcorrupt leaders.
TheinclusionofthePM,too,maybeintended
toscoreapoliticalpoint, asyearswere lost in
thedebateontheLokpaloverthesameissue.
But finally, theUPAgovernment’s LokpalAct,
2013,didincludethePM(Section14(1)(a).
Under the BhartiyaNyaya Sanhita (BNS)

2023 alone, about 181 sections (out of 358)
provideforfiveyearsormoreimprisonment.
If special laws and local laws are added, this
will go up drastically. Since criminal law’s
promiseasaninstrumentofsafetyismatched
only by its power to destroy, let us not use it
forpettypolitical interests.Letusmakebaila
rule except inheinousviolent crimes so that
thenewprovisionshavewideracceptability.

Thewriter isvicechancellorofChanakya
NationalLawUniversity.Viewsarepersonal

INTHELAST30years,HimachalPradeshhas
lost 50per cent of its glacier area.When the
state’s chief secretary said this atHimachal’s
administrativeacademy,earlierthisyear,there
werenogaspsof shockamongtheaudience.
The outsiders in the conference hall were
mostlyexpertswhoknewthesetrendsinde-
tail.Thelocalpeopleseeminuredtothisreal-
ity. They suffer every year as raging torrents
ofmeltedglacialwatersdevastatelands,roads,
andhomes.
And yet, the gatheringwas dedicated to

“SamridhHimachal 2045”. Howcan thehill
people even dreamof a prosperous future
whenall thedata indicate that theyarenow
facinganindefiniteperiodofcascadingdisas-
ters?Orcould it be that climatechaosmight
actually lead to a redefinition of “develop-
ment”and“value”?
Ameaningfulanswertothefirstquestion

isnotthat“hopespringseternal”.Hopealone
canbecomedelusional.Afuturistic“samridh”
narrativeisworthwhileonlyifitcombinesde-
fiantdeterminationwithwisdom.
It iseasy to identify thegreedof bothpri-

vate companies andpoliticalmasters as en-
emynumber one of theHimalayan ecosys-
tems.Thisislargelywhynewdamsandother
disruptiveprojectscontinuetobeplannedand
built even after several predecessors have
been swept away by ferocious torrents.
However, there aremore insidious dangers.
One is the assumption that if wemakepeo-
plemore aware of the environmental data,
thiswill somehow lead to solutions. On the
contrary, there is evidence thatwhen faced

withoverwhelmingprojectionsaboutthefu-
ture, people feel so numbed that it slows or
shutsdowntheircreativeenergies.Duringthe
SamridhHimachalcolloquium,inprivatecon-
versations,severalbureaucratssaidthatmany
whoarealreadysuffering—dueto thecom-
binedconsequencesofclimatechaosandpoor
planning—areadoptingafatalisticview.
Theother, evenmore insidious, danger is

habit. In a breakaway session of the collo-
quium, a youngofficial spokeproudly about
howHimachal ismarchingaheadinbuilding
dams tomaximise its hydropowerpotential.
Hiseducationandorientationhavedeeplyem-
bedded thenotion thatdamsequal prosper-
ity.WhenIasked,“Wherewillthewatercome
from? Fifty per cent of glaciers are already
gone,”heseemedbothperturbedandpuzzled.
Itmaynothelptotellthatyoungmanthat

damsarenot templesofmodern India, ashe
hasbeentaught,buthavenowbecometombs.
Breakingmostorallexistinghabitsofthought
maybe thebiggest challengegoing forward.
Butonlythenisfreshthinkingandtrulyopen
reasoningpossible. However, the challenges
aheadareevenmoredeeplyconnectedtoas-
pirations.Today,prosperityanddevelopment
are also equatedwithmillions of people be-
ingabletodriveeasilytowhatwereearlierre-
motepilgrimagesites.Sowehavemulti-lane
roads and other facilities,which are at odds
withthefragilityof theHimalaya.
Sowhat, in this context, coulddefianten-

thusiasmmean?Itisclearthat“samridh”can-
notbeequatedwitheitherstatusquoorhark-
ingbacktoapastinwhichhumansandnature

livedinabetterbalance.Perhapstheforemost
challengeisforthoseofuswhohaveadvocated
amore eco-sensitivenotionof development
andvalueforoverhalf acentury.Canwerap-
idlycraftnarrativesthataddressapeculiarpar-
adox— encourage people to face the grim
prognosisandyetdothisinwaysthatexpand
ratherthanshutdowntheirsenseofagency?
Awidevarietyofcivicorganisationsareal-

ready engaged in localised solutions—both
foreco-restorationandsurvivalintimesofnat-
ural disasters. So far, these are largely efforts
on themargins. It is notnecessary that these
groups themselves scale to a regional level.
Their functionmight oftenbemoredemon-
strativethancomprehensiveproblem-solving.
While the onus ofmore comprehensive

solutions is eventually on governments and
politicalparties,appropriateactionfromthem
requires demands and pressure from the
samaj at large. Here is themost tricky chal-
lenge:Will people demand larger highways
inthemountainsorwilltheyinsteaddemand
moresustainablepoliciesandprojects?
Therearethosewhowillarguethatraising

generalpublicawarenessaboutanddemand
forecologicallysoundpolicies isadifficultor
impossible task. Butwhat does such deter-
minismgainus?Theoppositeofthisisnotop-
timism.Instead,itistheabilitytokeepstretch-
ingourimaginationandcreativity,bothtobe
better prepared to survive climate disasters
andyetnotsuccumbtoanxietyandfear.

Thewriter is thefounderoftheYoutube
channelAhimsaConversations

The mischief that the three
bills propose to deal with is
political corruption. In
March 2025, Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary informed the
Rajya Sabha that ‘in the last
ten years, as many as 193
cases against politicians
have been registered by the
ED in which only two
convictions (both former
ministers from the
Jharkhand government)
have been made.’ Since of
the total cases, 138 or a
whopping 71 per cent, have
been registered in the last
five years, there are reasons
to be apprehensive about the
credibility of ED. Even the
Supreme Court had
expressed its anguish over
the low conviction rates.

It is clear that ‘samridh’
cannot be equated with either
status quo or harking back to
a past in which humans and
nature lived in a better
balance. Perhaps the foremost
challenge is for those of us
who have advocated a more
eco-sensitive notion of
development and value for
over half a century. Can we
craft narratives that address a
paradox — encourage people
to face the grim prognosis
and yet do this in ways that
expand rather than shut
down their sense of agency?
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If libertymeans anything at all, it means the
right to tell peoplewhat they do notwant

to hear. — GEORGE ORWELLTHEEDITORIALPAGE

LONGOWAL MURDERED
SANTHARCHANDSINGHLongowal,president
oftheAkaliDal(L)whowasshotatSherpurvil-
lage, 30 km fromSangrur, on the eveningof
August20, succumbed to injuries inhospital.
The53-year-oldSantwaskilledwithin27days
of his having signed thePunjab accordwith
PrimeMinisterRajivGandhi, on July24, thus
bringingaboutuncertainty inthepoliticalsit-
uation in thestate,whichhadshownsignsof
clearingup.

APPEALS FOR CALM
THEPRESIDENTANDthePrimeMinister led

thenation in condemning the assassination
of Akali Dal chief Sant Harchand Singh
Longowalandappealedtothepeopletopre-
serveunityandcommunalharmony. “There
arenowordstocondemnthisdastardlyact,”
President Zail Singh said in his message,
addingthatthebestwaytopayhomagetothe
slainAkalichiefwouldbetofaithfully imple-
mentthePunjabaccord.

CONGRESS LEADER SHOT
DEVDUTTKHULLAR,62, general secretaryof
the JalandharDistrict CongressCommittee-I,
wasshotdeadwhileGurdialSaini,formerMLA
and president of the District Congress

Committee-I, andapartyworker,Gurbachan
Singh,wereseriouslyinjuredwhenaterrorist
sprayedbulletsinsideSaini’sresidence.Khullar,
whoisthefather-in-lawofSaini’sdaughter,was
pronounceddeadattheCivilHospital.

OIL IN ASSAM
OILHASBEENdiscoveredinthefirstwelldrilled
in theRajgarh structure inUpperAssam.The
MinisterofStateforPetroleum,NawalKishore
Sharma,inastatementinParliamentdescribed
itasasignificantdiscovery,thoughthefullpo-
tentialof thestructurewasyet tobeassessed.
Theminister said thewellwasdrilled in the
RajgarhstructurebyOilIndia.

AUGUST 21, 1985, FORTYYEARSAGO

Rajni Bakshi

Billsseekingtoremoveministersfacingcriminal
chargesarevulnerabletomisuse

Shortcut by law

FaizanMustafa

INGOOD FAITH

§

Vadodara

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (@sharewithpride)



9
THEINDIANEXPRESS,THURSDAY,AUGUST21,2025

WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Any peace deal must ensure Ukraine’s territorial sovereignty, while ending Russia’s
West-led isolation, particularly dropping economic sanctions. Anything less will
fail to bring long-lasting peace.” — DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

For agriculture, a
budget of its own

BALL IN EC’S COURT
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Aspectreof
exclusion’(IE,August20).Thedisenfran-
chisementofmillionsof voters inBihar
through the Election Commission’s re-
cent revision exercise demands urgent
scrutiny. Any large-scale deletion from
theelectoralrollsnotgroundedintrans-
parent criteria risks undermining the
principleofuniversalsuffrage.Research
byorganisationslikeADRhasrepeatedly
flagged flaws in the EC’s datamanage-
ment— fromduplication towrongful
deletions thatdisproportionately affect
migrants, daily-wageworkers, and lin-
guisticminorities.

Zainab Irshad,Patna

DON’T DENY VOTERS
THISREFERSTOthearticle,‘Atestoftrust’
(IE,August20).Thewriterraisesseveral
pertinentquestionsaboutpreservation
of democratic trust and calls for trans-
parencyduring the compilation of vot-
ers lists at all times.He, quite appropri-
ately,quotestheexampleofthe2007UP
assemblyelections,whentheECfounda
way to dealwith the problemof “SAD”
(shifted, absent or dead) voters. Those
methodsmeritdueattention.No“eligi-
ble” voter should ever be denied his or
her legitimate right to vote. TheECalso

remains duty-bound to deal with the
problemofduplicateandfakevoters.

AnjanaGupta,viaemail

PROTECT THE HILLS
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Shelterin
a storm’ (IE, August 20). Heat waves,
droughts, severe thunderstorms and
floods, all seem to hit uswith greater
vengeance, leavingmillionsvulnerable.
The recent loss of dozens of lives in the
hillstatesduetocloudbursts,flashfloods
andlandslidesistragic.Wemustendde-
forestationinthehills.

ADTalukdar,Kolkata

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Shelterin
a storm’ (IE, August 20).Wayanadwas
notthefirstandKishtwarandDharaliare
not the last places towitness a natural
disaster. The topography of these areas
is vulnerable to landslides and flash
floods.Rampantdeforestation,roadcon-
structionandunregulateddevelopment
havecreatedhavoc inhilly terrains.The
need of the hour is to have real-time
weathermonitoringinfrastructureinthe
Himalayaandotherhighaltitudeareas.
Community involvement in disaster
managementis beneficialbecauselocal
knowledge about terrain andweather
patternsissecondtonone.

BalGovind,Noida

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

What differentiates countries
and companies today is the
networks they lead. It has
long been taken for granted
that China lacked soft power,
that it was respected but not
loved. In the 21st century, this
placed a hard ceiling on its
rise. The US had no such
hard ceiling till it constructed
one for itself.

tional for modern America. In his book
BowlingAlone,hearguedthatthissocialcap-
ital was on the decline, taking civic con-
sciousnesswith it. This would cause prob-
lems, as the community was the true
determinant and differentiator of success.
FrancisFukuyamademonstratedinhisbook
Trust (1995)howsocial capital created trust
within nations, and how trust led to stabil-
ityandeconomicgrowth.
Putnam is not surprised that the deso-

lation of communities has caused the rise
of extreme movements. Political activist
SteveBannonhaspubliclysaidthatBowling
Alone inspired him and others to identify
their political movement as a cure for the
social isolationfeltbymanyAmericans.This
phenomenonisbeingreplicatedaroundthe
world: Individualistic societies are aban-
doning their lonely members to such ex-
treme communities. These groups and
movements may be only a dark imitation
of the true solidarity and fellowship that
createstrust,but theyarestill communities
for thosewhohavenoother.
The final push that transformed global

societywouldhavetobeaglobalevent.Covid
providedthatimpetus. Itwasaperiodwhen
isolation deepened, theworkplace became
irrelevant, and the appeal of the solo actor
wasenhanced.Today,thedigitalnomadand
the lone-wolf terrorist are two sides of the
samecoin.
Thefuturewillbelongtothosewhobest

understand that advancements in the tech-
nology and economic realms have brought
human collectives back a full circle socially.
We have indeed returned to a primal state,
wherecommunitiesmattermorethanany-
thingelse.Thecurrencyforprosperity, influ-
ence andwell-being at this time is care and
belonging. PrimeMinister NarendraModi
readthis rightwhenhespokeofvasudhaiva
kutumbakam: One Earth, One Family, One
Future. It is indeed the time for a return on
andtoaffection.

Thewriter ispresident,
ObserverResearchFoundation

ANY EPOCH HAS an underlying currency
that determines how power is distributed,
partnerships are formed, and international
relationsaremanaged. In thedistantpast, it
was fertile land. Then it was mineral re-
sources.Morerecently, ithasbeendemogra-
phy,innovationorcreativitythatdetermined
value,nationalpurpose, andglobalpower.
As old orders replace themselves, new

economic formsemerge. Theemergenceof
the information age gave us the data econ-
omy and the attention economy. In today’s
world—decoupled,divided,atomistic—an-
other termmust receive our consideration:
Theaffectioneconomy.
Success today— in trade, in innovation,

inthecreationofvalue—dependsuponhow
skillfully you curate a community, how ef-
fectively you kindle kinship, how carefully
younurturecohorts.Cohorts,kinships,com-
munities:Theyarethebuildingblocksofco-
operationandeconomicsuccess.
Wehavealreadyseenglimmeringsofthis

understandingpermeate even themost ra-
tional, realist spheres of international rela-
tions.What, after all, dowemeanwhenwe
speakof“like-minded”nations?Like-mind-
edness creates commonality. It creates a
shared purpose and ensures a common di-
rection.Itmeanstrustendureseventhrough
thetemporaryturbulenceofthesortthatthe
Americanpresident is currently inflicting.
Theaffectioneconomyhasvisibleeffects

onthecorporateworldaswell.Bothcompa-
nies and countries compete for affection;
theyexpand their footprint throughadedi-
cation toempatheticengagementandcare.
Thesmartestplaces, likeDubai,havede-

signedentiredemographicandgrowthpoli-
ciesaroundcuratedcommunities.Visasare
offered apparently for commercial reasons,
butactuallytocreateagoldencohortofaffec-
tion.Thepurposeoftheirnationalpolicyisto
makepeopleembraceDubai.LikeDubai, fly
Dubai, buyDubai, liveDubai.
TheUAEmaybetheperfectexemplar,but

itisnottheonlyone.Othercountriesarecon-
structing or have constructed soft power
strategies around communities of interest.
Germanyisone;AustraliaandNewZealand,
too—andof courseSingapore.
Corporations have done it. In India, the

stakeholder capitalism that Dhirubhai
Ambanifostered—fillingstadiumswithtens
of thousands of co-owners of the Reliance
enterprise—offers ananalogy. It percolates
to the company’s thinking even today,with
the equity community being succeeded by
the data equity community, taking broad-
bandto thebottomof thepyramid.
TheUS is a special case. Companies like

Applehavebuiltonthatfoundationtocreate
globalproductionandconsumptionnetworks
thatlooktoCaliforniaforinspiration.Thefed-
eralgovernmenthaslargelylettheAmerican
privatesectorruntheaffectioneconomy.
It is this stored-up affection capital that

PresidentDonaldTrumpisrunningdownso
speedily.What differentiates countries and
companies today is thenetworks they lead.
IthaslongbeentakenforgrantedthatChina
lacked soft power, that itwas respectedbut
not loved. In the 21st century, this placed a
hard ceiling on its rise. The US had no such
hardceiling till it constructedone for itself.
Howhastheaffectioneconomycometo

dominate? The flattening of the world by
digital technologyhashad something todo
with it. It replacedorganic connections cre-
ated by neighbourhoods and workplaces
withthemorediffuse,detachedanddelicate
bonds thatarecreatedonline.
But thisand individualisationhavebeen

in progress for decades. Political scientist
Robert Putnam developed a theory in the
1990sof“socialcapital”,explaininghowper-
son-to-person connections were founda-

The affection economy

USPRESIDENTDONALDTrump'sdecision
to impose a steep 50 per cent penal tariff
on Indian agricultural products is more
than adiplomatic jolt— it's a reminder of
how unequal the global farm trade is.
Washingtonhasjustifiedthemoveas“rec-
iprocity”forIndia'srefusaltoopenitsmar-
kets to US grains, dairy, fruit, and fish. In
truth, it is thefamiliarplaybookof richna-
tions—demandaccessfortheirsubsidised
surpluses while shielding their farmers
through lavish state support.
India'sstandwastherightone,botheco-

nomicallyandsocially.Agriculturesustains
42percentofourpopulationandemploys
46 per cent of our workforce, yet it con-
tributes less than 20 per cent of the GDP.
This imbalancemeans that most Indian
farmers remain trapped in debt and
poverty.TherecentNABARD(NationalBank
for Agriculture and Rural Development)
RuralFinancialInclusionSurveyrevealsthat
an average farming household earns Rs
13,661 permonth, with amere Rs 4,476
fromactual farming. The rest comes from
supplementarywork, such asworking as
labourers or engaging in petty trade.
Openingthefloodgatestothehighlymech-
anised,subsidy-backedoutputofUSfarms
woulddevastate these fragile livelihoods.
TheUSspendsover$48billionannually

on domestic farm support, according to
WTOdata.Thisincludescropinsurancesub-
sidies coveringup to 60per cent of premi-
ums,whereasalargenumberofourfarmers
arewaitingforcompensationfortheirpro-
duce lossesunderPMFBY(PradhanMantri
Fasal BimaYojna). In theUS, price guaran-
tees andmarketing loans ensure farmers
earn above-market rates. Our farmers are
waitingforalegalguaranteeofMSP.Export-
linked supports disguised as food aid and
developmentprogrammesallowUSwheat,
cornordairyfarmerstosellabroadatorbe-
low cost without losing income. India's
WTO-notified support — the aggregate
Measurement of Support (AMS)— is less
than5percentof productionvalue, farbe-
lowthe10percent limitallowedfordevel-
oping countries. This is not competition—
it'sanunevenplayingfield.
Only 2 per cent of the US population

works inagriculture; inGermanyand the
UK it's just 1 per cent, in Japan3per cent.
With 46 per cent of its populationwork-
ing on farms, India is in the company of
Afghanistan(45percent)andNorthKorea
(47 per cent). Even China, which in 1991
had63percentof itsworkforceinagricul-
ture, has cut thenumber to22per cent—
belowtheglobal averageof 26per cent.
Structuralweaknessesmakematters

worse.Averagefarmsizehasshrunkfrom
2.28 hectares in 1971 to 0.74 hectares in
2021 — too small for efficient mechani-
sation. Input costs — diesel, fertilisers,
seeds—haverisenfaster thancropprices,
squeezingmargins. Thata largepercent-

age of India's population is engaged in
agriculture isasymptomnotof farming’s
attractiveness, butofmanufacturingand
services failing to create the 7.9 million
jobs a year.
Imports were a necessarymeasure to

protect our farmers in the short term.
However, in the long run, genuine farmer
welfaredemandsmorethansimplykeep-
ing competition at bay. It requires equip-
pingfarmerswiththeessential tools,pro-
viding market access, and creating
alternativeemploymentopportunities.To
achievethis,wemustimplementthreeur-
gent anddecisive shifts.
First, Indiamustacceleratelabourtran-

sitionby transitioningmillions fromlow-
yield farming into manufacturing and
services, following themodel established
byChina.Thiscalls forafocusedindustrial
policythattargetslabour-intensivesectors
liketextiles, foodprocessing,andlighten-
gineering, coupledwith robust rural skill
trainingandurban jobcreation.
Second, wemust prioritise farm con-

solidationandmechanisation.Bypromot-
ing cooperative farming, reforming land
leasing, and supporting Farmer-Producer
Organisations (FPOs), we can effectively
reverselandfragmentation.Poolinghold-
ings allows for the viability ofmodern ir-
rigation,storage,andprecisionagriculture,
whichwillsignificantlyincreaseyieldsand
lowerper-unit costs.
Third,weneed to boost value addition

andenhanceexportcompetitiveness.India’s
farmexports,which standat $48.15billion
for 2023–24, could experience substantial
growththroughimprovedlogistics,brand-
ing,andqualitycertification.Reducingpost-
harvest losses from the current 15–25per
centtotheglobalstandardof5percentcan
releasevastquantities forexport.
Indiamust take a strong stand against

thehypocrisyofwealthynationsinmulti-
lateral forums. The US and EU’s so-called
“Green Box” subsidies, which they claim
arenon-trade-distorting,effectivelygrant
theirfarmersanunfairadvantageinglobal
markets. NewDelhi should demand a re-
calibration of subsidies under theWTO’s
Agreement on Agriculture, ensuring that
the food security and procurement pro-
grammesofdevelopingcountriesarepro-
tectedwhile the support for affluent na-
tions is scrutinised.
While Trump's tariffs may be tempo-

rary, the structural weaknesses in Indian
agriculture are permanent unless we act
decisively. Protection must be seen as a
strategic bridge to competitiveness, not a
blanket substitute for it. India has the op-
portunity to seize thismoment anddrive
structuralchange—shiftingexcess labour
into higher-value sectors, consolidating
andmodernising farms, and enhancing
our competitive agri-exports. The next
time a foreign leader imposes a tariff, we
will not react with fear but with confi-
dence.Untilthen,wemustmaintainapro-
tectiveshield,but let itspurposebetobuy
time for transformation.
Protectionservesapurpose,butit isre-

form thatwill ultimately secure our agri-
cultural future, and for this, the Rashtriya
KisanKalyanKosh, a separate budget like
defence, is theneedof thehour.

Thewriter is formerCM,Haryana.He
headed theCongressCommitteeon
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TodealwithTrump’s tariffs, Indianeeds to
protect farmers inshort term. Itmustcreate
more jobs toabsorbworkforce fromagriculture

CR Sasikumar

Thefuturebelongs to thosewhobestunderstandthat thecurrency
forprosperity, influenceandwell-beingat this time iscareandbelonging

IN THISYEAR’S IndependenceDay address,
PrimeMinister NarendraModi has rightly
calledforsweepingreformsoftheIndiantax
andregulatorylandscape.Notwithstanding
the periodic flattering reports of how India
willbethethird-largesteconomy,andofhow
theworld looksup to India, thebrutal truth
is that it isnotanattractive investmentdes-
tination formultinationals. For Indiancom-
panies, it iseasier to importalmostallprod-
ucts thanmake them in India. Andwehave
noonetoblamebutourselves.Atthestartof
this century, the recurrent themewas that
the21stcenturybelongedtoIndiaandChina.
Sadly,wemissed thebus.
In 2001, the GDP figures for China and

India were $1.3 trillion and $476 billion.
China’s economywasdouble the sizeof the
Indian economy. A quarter century later, at
theendof2024,China’sGDPstoodat$18.74
trillion as against India’s $3.91 trillion;
China’seconomyisnow4.8timesthesizeof
India. In 2001, China had 11 companies in
Fortune Global 500, and India had one-IOC
Ltd. In 2024, China had 135 and India had
nine.Thesearestatisticsthatindicatetheur-
gent need tomake “Make in India” the na-
tion’s toppriority.
The three critical components of ease of

doingbusiness(EB)are:(i)Easeof startinga
business(ES);(ii)Easeof runningabusiness
(EB), and (iii) Easeof closingabusiness (EC)
andcanberepresentedbyanequation:EB=
ES+ER+EC.
The first component is the time and

troubleinvolvedinstartinganindustry,par-
ticularly in the small andmedium sectors.
At this stage, the bulk of the responsibility
is on the states and their regulatory laws.
Theoff-quotedsingle-windowclearance is
oftenamirage.EvengettingaGSTregistra-
tion is problematic, with rent-seeking at
every stage. No one has done an actual
study of the number of steps involved in
settingupdifferentcategoriesof industries,
what are the hurdles and actual costs in-
volved, and the time taken. Equally impor-
tant is tocompare thesteps, timeandcosts
involved in setting up an industrial unit in
China,Vietnam,MalaysiaandThailandwith
India.
Further,verylittleisdonetoattractsmall

andmediuminvestmentsofvaluesaslowas
$10 or 20million. Most state governments
focus only on large investors, ignoring the
factthattherealgrowthisatthelowerparts
of thepyramid.
Thesecondstagerequiresacarefulstudy

of the state andcentral regulationsapplica-
ble to running firms and companies on the
regulatory front. There aremultiple and of-
tenmeaningless compliances that serveno
purpose and only add to paperwork. For a
singleMSME, there are amind boggling 57
recurring compliances and 17 approvals/li-
censes from18different authorities only in
the area of environment, health and safety.
The July 5th-11th issue of The Economist
contains a damning indictment of India’s
regulations,75percentofwhicharepunish-
ablewith imprisonment.
But, thebiggest fearof anyIndianor for-

eign business entity is the highly complex
and unpredictable direct and indirect tax
system.GST continues to be as complex as
ever,withvastpowersof abruptly freezing
accounts, cancelling registration, reopen-
ing assessments, and myriad provisions
thatcanbringbusinessestoagrindinghalt.
Merely reducing thenumberof ratesor re-
enactingthesamelawinsimplelanguageis
not the answer. The obsessive focus on
checking tax evasion is choking our eco-
nomic growth. High-pitched tax demands
for the last fiveyears,oftenwith little foun-
dation, have created a fear of doing busi-
ness.Almosteverynotice issubjecttolitiga-

tion right up to the Supreme Court, often
involvinghugelegalcosts. Innoothercoun-
try are businesses exposed to somuchun-
certainty.
More than half of the businesses may

failandhavetoclosedowntheiroperations.
In the manufacturing sector, this will in-
volve the disposal of the assets of the land
andbuildings andplant andmachinery. At
present, theclosureof abusiness is fraught
with severe procedural and legal hurdles.
Everybusinessmusthavea clear exit path.
We are at a fork in the road: Either we

chooseacompletelynewpath thatencour-
ages enterprise or continue with our old
methods that have hobbled India’s growth.
PeterDruckerfamouslyremarkedthatthere
arenounderdeveloped countries, there are
onlybadlymanagedones.Thethreecompo-
nents of ease of doing businessmust be re-
examinednotbythebureaucracyalone,but
through intensiveconsultationsandpartic-
ipationwith representatives from industry.
Aclearplanfollowedbytime-boundexecu-
tionisthekey.Indiacannotaffordtomissthe
busagainandagain.
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India mustn’t miss the bus
Arvind PDatar

Uncertaintiesonstarting,runningandclosingbusinessesneedtoberemoved
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THEELECTIONCOMMISSIONof India (ECI) is
onceagainsparringwithastategovernment—
thistimeWestBengal—overwhetheritsoffi-
cers canbedisciplined. The statehas refused
toactagainstfourofficialsaccusedoftamper-
ingwiththeelectoralroll,sayingthatnoelec-
tionhasbeenannounced,andtheModelCode
ofConductdoesnotapplyatthistime.
Theface-offhasrevivedanoldquestion:

oncegovernmentofficialsareplacedonelec-
tionduty,howfardoestheCommission’sdis-
ciplinarycontrol extend?

Questions that the framers of
the Constitution considered
Questionson the role andpowers of the

ElectionCommissionwereconsideredbythe
ConstituentAssembly.
OnJune15,1949,DrBRAmbedkar,chair-

man of the drafting committee, toldmem-
bers that the Chief Election Commissioner
mustenjoythesameprotectionasajudgeof
theSupremeCourtsothat“allmattersrelat-
ing to elections should be outside the con-
troloftheExecutiveGovernmentoftheday”.
Thequestionofstaffingwasalsodiscussed.

DrAmbedkaropposedthecreationofaparal-
lel bureaucracy for theCommission.He cau-
tionedthat“toallowtheElectionCommission
tohaveanindependentmachinerytocarryon
all thework...wouldbereallyduplicatingthe
machineryandcreatingunnecessaryadmin-
istrativeexpensewhichcouldbeeasilyavoided
for the simple reason... that thework of the
ElectoralCommissionmaybeat timesheavy
andatothertimesitmayhavenowork”.
Instead, Ambedkar argued, the

Commission could “borrow [officials] from
theprovincialgovernments”—andwhileon
deputation,thoseofficialswouldbe“respon-
sible to the Commission and not to the
ExecutiveGovernment”.
In short, the framers of the Constitution

imaginedanElectionCommissionwithoutits
ownpermanentstaff,butwithauthorityover
officerstemporarilyplacedat itsdisposal.

1988Amendments: ECI formally
givenpoweroverofficials
In1988,nearlyfourdecadeslater,however,

Parliamentgavethe intentof theConstituent
Assemblylegalforce.BoththeRepresentation
of the People Acts of 1950 and 1951were
amended tomake officials on election duty
formallysubjecttotheCommission’scontrol.
Section 13CC of the amended 1950 Act

said that Chief Electoral Officers, District
Election Officers, Electoral Registration
Officers,andothersworkingonelectoralrolls
“shallbedeemedtobeondeputationtothe
Election Commission”, andwould be, dur-
ingthatperiod,subjecttoits“control,super-
intendenceanddiscipline”.
Section28Aof theamended1951Actap-

pliedthesameprincipletothereturningoffi-
cers, thepresidingandpollingofficers,andto
evenpolicepersonneldesignatedforelection
duty,coveringtheperiodfromthenotification
of theelectiontothedeclarationof theresult.

The continuing tussle: Seshan’s
battleswith the Centre
Yet even with the law on its side, the

Commission’stussleswithgovernmentsdid
not end. The sharpest confrontation came
during the tenure of T N Seshan, the fa-
mously combative Chief Election
Commissioner (1990-96).
Following the assassination of Rajiv

Gandhi in1991,electionsweredelayed,and
werethenheldunderheavysecurity.Seshan
seized themoment to expand the number
ofofficialsdirectlyundertheECIcommand:

in that election, 3.5 million personnel
manned 600,000 booths for a half-billion
voters. Once drafted, Seshan declared, they
wouldansweronly to theCommission.
Thatinsistencesoonledtoaclash.Seshan

maintainedthatthelawempoweredhimto
discipline, suspend, or transfer errant offi-
cials. The ruling establishment rejected the
idea. “That is something Iwasnotwilling to
stomach,”SeshantoldTheLosAngelesTimes
in January1994.
The crisis peaked in July 1993, during a

byelection inRanipet, TamilNadu.
OppositionMPs andMLAs complained

that then Chief Minister J Jayalalithaawas
blockingCongressworkersfromenteringthe
constituency,andsoughtthedeploymentof
central forces.Seshanrelayedtherequest to
thegovernment,butwasbluntly rebuffed.
“OnAugust 1, I got a letter fromthegov-

ernment, saying that youhavenoauthority
to ask for Central forces,” he later recalled.
(IndiaToday,May31,1995).
Thenext day, Seshan retaliated. In an or-

der dated August 2, 1993, the Election
Commission declared that “till such time as
thepresentdeadlock,whichissolelythemak-
ingoftheGovernmentofIndia,isresolved,the
Commissiondoesnot find itself inaposition
tocarryoutitsconstitutionalobligations...All
andeveryelectionunderitscontrol...shallre-
mainpostponeduntil furtherorders.”
With one stroke, Seshan had deferred

31 elections — three to Lok Sabha, nine to
RajyaSabha, twotostateCouncilsand17to
stateAssemblies.
On September 10, the Commission

movedtheSupremeCourt. Itgot interimre-
lief, with the court affirming its authority
overofficersonelectionduty.
Thelitigation,however,stretchedonlong

after Seshan retired in 1996, until finally in
2000,underCECMSGill,anegotiatedsettle-
mentwasreachedandthecasewasclosed.

The 2000 agreement: ECI’s
powers to discipline laid down
The settlement recorded by the court

spelledout theCommission’spowers.
It could suspend officers for dereliction

ofduty,substitutethem,andreturnthemto
their cadreswith a conduct report. It could
recommenddisciplinaryactionto thecom-
petent authority,whichwould be bound to
actwithinsixmonthsand informtheECI.
TheCentreagreedtoadvisestates to fol-

low the same framework. On November 7,
2000, the Department of Personnel and
TrainingissuedanOfficeMemorandum,fol-
lowed by a letter to all states and Union
Territories, directingcompliance.
For the first time, the ECI’s disciplinary

powerswere formallydetailedonpaper.

What now inWest Bengal case:
options before the ECI
As the current clash withWest Bengal

showshowever,the2000settlementhasnot
succeeded inputtinganendto the friction.
BoththeCommissionandtheCentrehave

hadtorepeatthetermsofthesettlementover
the years— since states have sometimes re-
fusedtoactonthedirectivesissuedbytheECI,
orhaveacceptedexplanationsofferedbyof-
ficersinsteadofenforcingdisciplinaryaction.
IfWestBengalcontinuestoresist,theECI

hasafewleverstopull.Thefirstof these—to
summon the state’s Chief Secretary —was
used on August 13. Aweek’s deadlinewas
set for compliance — which runs out on
August21.
Next,theECIcancallontheCentretoim-

press upon the state the binding nature of
the2000framework. Andif thattoofails,the
Commissioncanmovecourt,citingitspow-
ers under the Representation of the People
Actsof 1950and1951.
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BRAIN-EATINGAMOEBA

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,AUGUST20

A DEADLY BRAIN-EATING amoeba has
killed anine-year-old child and infected
twoothers includingathree-month-old
baby inKerala’sKozhikodedistrict in re-
cent days. The infection, known as pri-
mary amoebic meningoencephalitis
(PAM), is caused by a pathogen called
Naegleria fowleri.
Therehavebeenfewerthan500cases

of PAMworldwide since1965, though it
hasbeenreportedineverycontinentex-
ceptAntarctica.
ThefirstcaseinIndiawasreportedin

1971, and the first case inKerala in2016.
From2016to2023,Keralareportedeight
casesofPAM—butlastyearsaw36cases
andninedeaths.ThefatalityrateinKerala
has beenmuch lower than the globally
reportedrateof 97%.
There have been eight confirmed

cases and two deaths in the state so far
this year.Noobvious connectionamong
thethreerecentcaseshasemergedasyet.

The pathogen
N. fowleri is a single-celled organism

that lives inwarm, freshwater and soils
around the world, and thrives in high
temperaturesup to46°C.
The amoeba is found in lakes and

rivers,swimmingpools,splashpads,surf
parks, or other recreational venues that
arepoorlymaintainedorminimallychlo-
rinated.

Human infection
N.fowlerientersthebodythroughthe

nose, usually when people are swim-
ming. It travels to thebrain,where it de-
stroysbrain tissueandcauses swelling.
A girl inKozhikodewas suspected to

havebeeninfectedwhileswimmingina
local river in 2024; however, other chil-
drenwithherwerenotinfected.Notably,
N. fowleri infection cannot come from
drinkingwater contaminatedwith the
amoeba.
PAMisnon-communicable.

Symptoms of PAM
Symptomsintheinitialstageinclude

headache, fever, nausea, and vomiting.
The patientmay later experience a stiff
neck,confusion,seizures,andhallucina-
tions, andmayslip intoacoma.
According to the US Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
most patients diewithin1-18days after
symptomsbegin.

Treatment for PAM
Scientistshavenotidentifiedaneffec-

tivetreatmentforthediseaseyet.PAMis
usually treated with a combination of
drugsincludingamphotericinB,flucona-
zole,azithromycin,rifampin,miltefosine,
anddexamethasone.

Infection in Kerala
The first incident in Kerala was re-

portedinAlappuzhain2016,perhapsdue
to the large number of water bodies in
the district. Since then, infections have
been reported in Malappuram,
Kozhikode, andThrissur.
One reason for the detection of PAM

casesinKeralaistheincreasedtestingfor
acute encephalitis syndrome (AES), a
condition that can be caused by various
diseases, includingPAM. Factors suchas
climate change and environmental pol-
lutionarealsobelieved toplayapart.
According to officials of the state

healthdepartment, it ispossiblethatthe
more recent caseswere caused by a dif-
ferent categoryof amoeba.

THISWORDMEANS

ALINDCHAUHAN
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

THEAFRICANUnion(AU)hasbackedacam-
paigntoreplacethe16th-centuryMercator
mapof theworldwithonethatmoreaccu-
ratelydepictsAfrica’ssize.The
projection of themap—used
bymanygovernmentsandin-
ternational organisations, as
well as schools and techcom-
panies — distorts the size of some conti-
nents, enlarging North America while
shrinkingAfricaandSouthAmerica.
In2017,schoolsinBostonintroducedthe

more accurate Peters projection from the
1970s (also called the Gall-Peters projec-
tion) inclassrooms.
An episode of the American political

drama TV series The West Wing (1999-
2006), showed a groupof sociallyminded
cartographersintheWhiteHouseexplain-
ing thebias implicit in theMercatormap.

Amap for sailors
GerardusMercator(1512-94),amathe-

matician andengraver, created themap in
1569 to help sailors navigate their way
around the globe. Themap’s first version
wasasetof18sheets,whichformedawall-
size mosaic 48 inches high by 80 inches

wide (Rhumb Lines andMap
Wars: A Social History of the
Mercator Projection, Mark
Monmonier, 2004).
Mercator projected the

Earth’ssurfaceasifunwrappedfromacylin-
der around the globe. It had a grid pattern
withlongitudes(ormeridians)andlatitudes
(orparallels) at90-degreeangles. The lines
oflongitudewereevenlyspaced,butthedis-
tancebetweenthelinesoflatitudeincreased
awayfromtheequator,whichwasplacedat
thecentreofthemap.Thisallowedastraight
linebetweenanytwopointsonthemapto
bethecorrectdirection forsailors to follow
usingtheircompasses.
The Mercator map revolutionised

travelandbecamethestandardworldmap
foratlasesandwallmapsbythe19thcen-
tury. “Wall-map publishers readily em-
braced the Mercator map’s rectangular
format... [and]schoolbooksandclassroom
atlasesalsopromotedtheMercatorworld-
view,”wroteMonmonier.

Distorting the real size
In recent years, however, theMercator

map has been criticised for distorting the
sizesof theworld’s continents.
When Mercator displayed the near-

spherical Earth as a rectangle ona flat sur-
facewith the equator at the centre, it left

large, confusinggapsnear thepoles. So,he
stretched out the northern and southern
ends of the globe to fill them— and thus
producedausablemap.
However,asaresultof thismanoeuvre,

areas closer to thepoles—suchasCanada,
Russia,theUnitedStates,andEurope—ap-
pear bigger than they are. And Africa —
whichstraddlestheequator—lookssmaller
than it is.
EventropicalcountrieslikeIndiaappear

smaller than they actually are. And
Greenland, which is about the size of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, seems
tobeofthesamesizeasthewholeofAfrica.
Mercator’s projection helpedWestern

cartographers to easilymark towns, cities,
androads in theirpartof theworld.
“Insomesituationscenteringamapnear

the viewer’s location is good design. But if
you’re a humanistwell versed in European
imperialism’s harsh imprint on the Third
World,thetraditionalGreenwich-anchored
world map becomes a clear example of

Westernculturalhegemony,andallthemore
sowhen aMercator projection inflates the
sizeofwesternEurope,”wroteMonmonier.

Why thismatters
Criticshavearguedthatthediminution

of Africa on themap contributed to its ex-
ploitationby thecolonialWest.
“The standardprojectionwas apolitical

tool that contributed to the scramble for
Africa, also knownas thepartitionof Africa
whenWesternEuropeanpowers colonised
thecontinent.JustasmakingAfricalooksmall
andconquerable then, theMercatorprojec-
tionmakes the continent look small and ir-
relevantnow,”RabahArezki, formerecono-
mistattheWorldBank,wroteinLeMonde.
TheCorrect theMap campaign,which

wasendorsedbytheAUlastweek,urgesor-
ganisations to adopt the 2018 Equal Earth
projection. SelmaMalikaHaddadi, deputy
chairperson of the AU, told Reuters that
Mercatormap’srejectionwouldhelpreclaim
“Africa’srightfulplaceontheglobalstage”.

ECI’s control over officials
ThetusslebetweentheElectionCommissionandWestBengaloveractionagainst fourofficials is rootedin
along-contestedquestion:areelectionofficialscontrolledbythepollpanelorbytherespectivestates?
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EARLIERTHISmonth,Chinaestablishedthe
Xinjiang-XizangRailwayCoLtd,whichstate
mediadescribedasa“significantstep inthe
development of one of China’s most ad-
vanced transportprojects”.
The planned railway is important be-

cause itwill connect twohistorically restive
Chineseborderregionsadjoin-
ing each other — the Xinjiang
UyghurAutonomousRegionin
the northwest, and Tibet, offi-
cially Xizang Autonomous
Region, in thesouthof thecountry.
Bothautonomousregionsarelarge,have

uniquedemographics,andharshterrainand
climaticconditionsthatmaketheconstruc-
tion of infrastructure projects challenging.
Increasingaccessinsidetheseregions,how-
ever, has been an important Chinese policy
goalinrecentdecades.Theproposedlinewill
runclosetotheLineofActualControl (LAC).

Infrastructure push
The plan to connect Xinjiangwith Tibet

hasbeenmentionedinChineseofficialdoc-
uments for years, and is part of China’s pol-

icy toboost rail infrastructure in the region.
China opened the high-elevation

Qinghai-TibetRailwayin2006,linkingTibet
withtherestofthecountrybyrailforthefirst
time. The line, the highest in theworld, is a
remarkable featof engineering—according
to the government, about 85% of the route
passesatanaltitudeofmorethan4,000me-
tres,wheretheaverageannualtemperature
isbelowzero,andairoxygencontent isonly
50-60%of thestandard in lowlandareas.

TheXinjiang-Xizanglinewill
run “fromHotan in northwest
China’s Xinjiang Uygur au-
tonomous region to Shigatse
and Lhasa in Xizang”, andwill

be“partofChina’sfiveplannedrailwaycorri-
dorsintoXizang”,areportinChinaDailysaid.
Suyash Desai, a Non-Resident Fellow at

the US-based Foreign Policy Research
Institute, who studies China’s defence, for-
eign, and nuclear policies, said that a larger
connectivityloopisplannedacrossthesere-
gions. “TheHotan-Shigatse railway linewill
beonepartofaroutethatgoesaroundTibet-
Xinjiang,SouthernandCentralXinjiang,and
Golmud inQinghaiprovince,”Desai said.
The railways constitute one layer of this

connectivity loop; the other is an extensive
roadnetwork. Thenewcompanyhas a reg-

isteredcapitalof $13.22billion,but theesti-
matedcostof theprojectremainsunknown.

A range of objectives
Theprojecthasmultipleaims, fromfacili-

tatingthemovementofsoldierstoharnessing
untappedeconomicpotentialintheseregions.
“China has been engaged in a lot of big-

ticketprojectsfordecades,butitsminorityre-
gions still have the capacity to absorb addi-
tionalinfrastructure,”saidJabinJacob,associate
professor at theDepartmentof International
Relations and Governance Studies at Shiv
Nadar University, Greater Noida. “It is also

about knitting together far-flung, politically
unstable,economicallyweakprovincesmore
strongly to the central authority, and is in-
tended to generate easier populationmove-
mentintotheseprovinces”,hesaid.
Desaipointedoutthattherailways,which

nowextendtomany far-flungregions, facili-
tatethelarge-scalemobilisationoftroopsand
movementof defenceequipment. Thismili-
tary objective is important in thedesert-like
partsofXinjiang,wheretheconventionaleco-
nomicincentivefor investmentisnotstrong.
“Whenyoubringdevelopment,therestive-

nessintheseregionscouldgoaway,”Desaisaid.

“This has happened to an extent,with jobs
bringinganoticeableelementofprosperityin
easternTibet inparticular.Historically, these
regionshavelaggedbehindthemoreprosper-
ouseasterncoastofChina,”hesaid.
The minority Muslim Uyghurs and

BuddhistTibetanshavelongbeensubjected
toanofficialpolicyof“Sinicisation”,oracen-
teringof theculturalpracticesof themajor-
ityethnicHanChinese.
Thestatehastypicallyemployedacarrot-

and-stickapproachtowardsthesepopulations,
whichhas ensured thatnomajorprotests or
uprising-likeincidentshaveoccurredinmore
thanadecadeandahalf,Desaisaid.
Jacobsaidthisrelativecalmsuggeststhat

“draconianmeasures such as constant sur-
veillance, destruction of religious sites and
controlofplacesofworship,havesucceeded
toa largeextent”.
“Infrastructure development inminority

regions is part of the effort to reorient their
economicdevelopmenttowardscentrallydi-
rected pathways, to improve control, and
‘Sinicise’underpressureofbothstatecontrol
andHanmigrationintotheseregions,”hesaid.

China’s ‘GoWest’ strategy
These infra projects picked up steady

paceabout twodecadesago. “China started

looking towards its western regionwith a
“GoWest” strategy in2000. They identified
12 provinces for attention, including these
two(XinjiangandTibet),”Desai said.
Official data show that between 2000

and2016,thegovernmentinvested6.35tril-
lion yuan ($914 billion) in 300major proj-
ects,mostlyintheinfrastructureandenergy
sectors, inChina’swesternregion.
Asitemergedstronglyasaglobaleconomic

force,Chinastartedtotakeamoreassertiveap-
proachall-round.“Earlier,theylargelybelieved
inthephilosophyof“hideyourcapabilityand
bideyourtime”propoundedby[thearchitect
ofChina’seconomicmiracle]DengXiaoping,”
Desai said. Theassertiveness crystallisedand
becamemoreconspicuousafterXiJinpingbe-
came general secretary of the Chinese
CommunistPartyin2012,hesaid.Amongthe
reforms thatwere introduced in thePeople’s
LiberationArmy(PLA)wasastrongerfocuson
thewesternregion.
ThenewrailwaycouldpassthroughAksai

Chin.ThoughlaggingbehindChina,Indiahas
madean infrastructurepushof itsownover
thelastseveralyears,includingafterthe2020
Galwan clash. In 2023, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh inaugurated 90 border infra-
structureprojects,fromatunnelinArunachal
Pradeshtoamilitaryairfield inLadakh.

Connecting restive Xinjiang to Tibet, a newChinese railway
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idly. If you trace the expected path for a pri-
vate loan to be repaid or for the collateral to 
be enforced, more often than not, it will lead 
to a hoped-for IPO in the future. Again, the 
premise on which such a successful float 
relies is the domestic flow of funds.

Just like private equity, whatever new 
asset class institutions have spawned, high 
net worth individuals have followed with 
gusto. It is common practice for family offi-
ces to co-lend along with private credit 
funds, with promises of juicy coupons or 
high yields-to-maturity till the eventual 
blockbuster IPO. The Indian economy 
awaits a rise in private capital expenditure 
for a broad-based revival, which would 
hopefully lead to domestic savings getting 
channelled towards productive purposes. 
Meanwhile, those savings are finding their 
way into the hands of savvier investors who 
in a way are front-running the public floats.

The steady rise in household allocation to 
equities is a healthy trend, but too much of it 
is just going from one provider of capital to 
another. It is India’s good fortune that the 
mighty Ganga is a perennial river, but not all 
rivers are. If domestic inflows were to slow 
significantly, the fragility of asset classes 
downstream would become apparent.

These are the author’s personal views.

in India (AMFI) started reporting this data, 
the figure has surged to over ₹28,000 crore: 
an annual figure of almost $40 billion. Jef-
feries research estimates that Indian public 
equity markets received inflows of $100 bil-
lion in 2024 and are on track to receive a 
similar amount this year as well.

In addition to SIP flows, investments 
made by the Employees’ Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO) and the National Pen-
sion System (NPS) have added to this total. 
These steady inflows have underpinned the 
resilience of the Indian equity market in 
recent years, despite heavy intermittent sell-
ing by foreign funds.

At first glance, this consistent source of 
domestic capital appears to grant a major 
advantage to an economy in need of capital, 
especially when foreign investments, both 
direct and portfolio, have been feeble or in 
retreat. But the downstream usage of this 
torrent paints a different story. India has 
become a hotbed of initial public offerings 
(IPOs), with 91 mainboard offers that raised 
a record $19 billion in 2024. Despite side-
ways market movement this year, this trend 
has continued in 2025. A large portion of 
these IPOs have domestic institutions as 
subscribers, entities that are the main bene-
ficiaries of these heavy retail flows.

A
nyone who has seen the Ganga in the 
upper reaches of the Himalayas— 
especially its Bhagirathi portion on 

its way from Gangotri to Devprayag—and 
then its more expansive but slower flow in 
the lower Gangetic plains might struggle to 
believe that it is the same river. What starts 
as a sparkling gush of pristine water turns 
brown as it meanders its way to the sea.

Something similar is happening with 
domestic flows. The ‘Gangotri’ (or origin) of 
capital flows in India in recent years has 
been the humble but pure Systematic 
Investment Plan (SIP)—a simple yet power-
ful means of investment by which savers buy 
mutual fund units at predetermined inter-
vals, such as every month or even week, so as 
to maintain the discipline of investing and 
benefit from the opportunity of less expen-
sive purchases when the market falls. Invest-
ments through this route have grown vastly 
across the country.

From a modest ₹3,000 crore per month in 
2016 , when the Association of Mutual Funds 

Group in Gujarat and a major packaging 
facility by Micron taking shape in San-
and. Each of these conventional steps is 
essential. They must all be pursued with 
relentless focus and flawless execution.

But as we celebrate this resolve, we 
must be brutally honest about the 
mountain we have chosen to climb. 
This is a journey of immense length and 
cost, with few short-cuts. We need only 
look at China, which began its deter-
mined push for self-sufficiency over a 
decade ago. After investing well over 
$100 billion and mobilizing the full 
power of the state, it has made enor-
mous progress. Yet, it remains years and 
multiple technological generations 
behind the cutting edge. Resolve and 
policy alone are not enough.

The greater challenge is that the 
target is not stationary. It is galloping 
away from us. The world’s leading chip-
makers in Taiwan, South Korea and the 
US are investing hundreds of billions of 
dollars to push the frontiers of physics 
and engineering ever further. This 
creates a dangerous paradox. If today 
we are theoretically $100 billion and 10 
years behind the cutting edge, it is 
entirely possible that after five years and 
$50 billion of our own investment, we 
may find ourselves $200 billion and 15 
years behind. Our progress may not be 
enough to even slow the widening of 
that gap.

This reality does not call for despair. 
It calls for a bolder and more creative 
strategy to complement our domestic 
efforts. It requires us to deploy our most 
unique and potent national asset: our 
deep well of private risk capital. While 
our government faces many demands 
on its fiscal resources, India’s private 
economy and capital markets are 
brimming with investors who show a 
remarkable appetite for risk in their 
quest to participate in world-changing 
technologies. This is a strategic advan-
tage few other nations possess.

Private capital by itself cannot lure 
the world’s best technology to our 
shores overnight. But what if we created 

a new paradigm? Imagine a new kind of 
strategic investment vehicle, a fund 
structured like a sovereign entity but 
capitalized by private Indian wealth. Its 
mandate would not be to build factories 
at home, but to strategically deploy cap-
ital abroad. It would invest in a select 
portfolio of the world’s most innovative 
and cutting-edge semiconductor com-
panies—those that are defining the next 
generation of technology.

This approach would transform our 
strategic calculus. Instead of parking 
our nation’s vast foreign exchange 
reserves in low-yield foreign govern-
ment debt, we could create pathways 
for a portion of our private capital to go 
into acquiring meaningful stakes in 
global technology leaders. The objec-
tive would be more than just financial 
returns; it would be strategic influence. 
With significant ownership comes a 
seat on the board, a voice in the board-
room and a powerful say in a company’s 
direction.

It is a pathway to securing access to 
critical technology, understanding 
innovation roadmaps from within firms 
and lowering long-term vulnerability.

History teaches us that rising powers 
have always acted beyond their borders 
to secure access to the resources critical 
for their future. For centuries, this 
meant securing raw materials or trade 
routes. Many of the successful East 
Asian economies built their industrial 
might by strategically acquiring assets 
and know-how from abroad. In the 21st 
century, the most vital strategic 
resource is technology.

Semiconductors are the first and 
most crucial arena where India must 
apply this forward-thinking global 
strategy. Our path to true self-suffi-
ciency cannot be paved by concrete and 
steel within our borders alone. It must 
also run through the world’s most 
advanced laboratories and corporate 
boardrooms, secured by the strategic 
deployment of our own capital. To build 
a secure future at home, we must begin 
to invest boldly abroad.

W
hen Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in his Independence 
Day address spoke of a Made-

in-India semiconductor chip becoming 
a reality, he was articulating more than 
an industrial goal. He was defining a 
new pillar of national security. In a 
world fractured by geopolitics, the 
ability to not just use but to influence 
and control the technology that powers 
our future is a matter of sovereignty. He 
recalled how past efforts to build chip 
manufacturing were blocked. India has 
identified this as a challenge and com-
mitted itself to the arduous journey of 
semiconductor self-sufficiency.

Initial steps are underway. Across 
India, a concerted policy push is taking 
shape. The government launched the 
India Semiconductor Mission in 2021 to 
create a full ecosystem. Policies offer 
production-linked incentives and 50% 
capital aid for components and chips. 
To begin with, the plan is to make less 
advanced nodes, focusing on packaging 
and testing operations, where barriers 
are lower. While incentives were used 
to draw private firms, events were 
hosted to attract foreign companies 
with technology and funds, even as 
talent is being developed through 
educational and skilling plans. Now we 
must align the efforts of the Centre and 
states for fast action.

We have seen the foundation of a 
landmark fabrication plant by the Tata 

We must mobilize private capital to invest in technology leaders and gain board influence globally

NILESH JASANI
is a Singapore-based innovation investor 

for GenInnov Pte Ltd

Watch the downstream flows of Gangetic investments
SWANAND KELKAR

T
he government’s decision to outlaw 
online games that require players to 
fork out money seems to go against 
a basic tenet of good governance: 
strict regulation is typically better 
than an outright ban. This is espe-

cially so in markets that not only exist, but also 
display demand that state action may be unable 
to stamp out. A policy that prohibits such an 
activity runs the risk of sending it underground 
or overseas, making it much harder to monitor. 
Which, in turn, could spell even more grievous 
consequences. Yet, this does not mean that the 
Wild West air around India’s online gaming 
industry should continue.  Lawmakers could 
have intervened with a framework that includes 
strict age-gating rules, heavy ‘sin’ taxation and 
exemplary punishment for any violation.

The Centre argues that platforms that run 
money games pose a potential threat to national 
and economic security, with digital wallets and 
crypto acting as avenues for money laundering 
and illicit transfers, even as they let data leak 
with little regard for personal data protection. 
Apart, of course, from the danger of offshore 
entities dodging taxes. There is also the harsh 
reality of addiction among the underage, asso-
ciated mental health risks and gamer suicides. 
“The immersive and addictive nature of online 
games, particularly with monetary incentives, 
has led to significant mental health issues 
among users—especially children, adolescents 
and young adults,” as the government puts it. 
The Promotion and Regulation of Online 
Gaming Bill, passed by the Lok Sabha on 
Wednesday, treats online games where actual 
money changes hands apart from e-sports and 
social games where it does not (even if users pay 
an access fee). This seems to solve the blurry-

line problem of telling games of skill apart from 
those of chance, which various courts have had 
to ponder as a test for online gambling. Laws 
on wagers of fortune and what count as such 
differ across states. So do the types of app-based 
games that pool in money. In framing online 
money games as a distinct category, this 
legislative move targets a boom space by 
skirting that trap. 

The Centre, on its part, must ask itself 
whether an addictive activity can be banned 
without its impact going askew from its intent. 
The bill proposes to plug any potential loop-
holes. Thus, it will criminalize the advertising of 
such platforms, while any bank enabling trans-
actions through such apps will face penalties; 
their senior executives would be hauled up for 
their role to be put under a scanner. Even so, 
money gaming will probably prove hard to end. 
But that is no reason for the Centre not to try 
sorting out the present patchwork of varying 
state laws. States like Tamil Nadu, Karnataka 
and Andhra Pradesh have banned online 
money gaming outright, others like Sikkim and 
Nagaland require registration, and still others 
like Telangana restrict certain forms of online 
gambling. This maze makes space for operators 
to game the system and evade state laws. Need-
less to say, if the proposed law is enacted, it will 
deliver a body blow to India’s gaming sector, 
throwing investments and jobs into jeopardy. 
That, however, is not the point; legislation must 
focus on the larger common good, not the prof-
its of a few. But then, if the country’s common 
interest is at stake here, why let the good be the 
enemy of the best? Regulation would not just 
work better than a ban, while filling state 
coffers if taxed punitively, but also conform 
with ideals of individual and market liberty. 

Gaming ban: Why take a
big legislative gamble?
India needs a uniform law on online money gaming, yes. But a pragmatic response to this 

anarchic and risk-laden space would be to regulate rather than ban the activity outright
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Leaders of the separatist
Hurriyat Conference

were put under house 
arrest in Jammu and 
Kashmir (J&K) on Thursday 
morning. The step came 
after these leaders were 
invited to meet Pakistan’s 
national security adviser 
Sartaj Aziz—who is coming 
to Delhi next week. This 
was supposed to be India’s 
tough signal to Pakistan.

Then, within hours, 
these leaders were 
inexplicably released, 
making a hash of the so-
called tough approach.

The truth is the 
Narendra Modi 
government is increasingly 
incoherent in dealing with 
Pakistan. From terrorism to 
repeated violations of 
ceasefire on the 
international border in 
J&K, nothing seems to have 
made the government sit 
back and review its steps. 
As with the previous 
government, peace talks 
have become “an end in 
and of themselves”.

What needs explaining is
India’s weakness of will—
now almost a multi-party 
phenomenon—in dealing 
with an intransigent 
neighbouring country.

QUICK EDIT

Kashmir 
confusion

Mint is also available for R8 with Hindustan Times in Delhi-NCR only

ON THE EDGE

Growth fears 
roil markets 
worldwide
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Indian stocks tumbled and
the rupee hit a two-year low
on Thursday in a global sell-

off of stocks and emerging mar-
ket currencies as fading expecta-
tions for an imminent US inter-
est rate increase fuelled anxiety
about the health of the global 
economy, particularly China.

Shares in Asia hit a two-year
low, German stocks extended
losses in what is shaping up to
be their worst month in over
three years and British stocks hit
their lowest since January. US
stocks fell sharply for the third
straight day on Thursday. All the
10 major S&P sectors were lower
at 9pm, with the financial index’s
1.3% fall leading the decliners.

The BSE’s benchmark Sensex
fell 1.16% to 27,607.82 points at
the close of  trading.  The
National Stock Exchange’s Nifty
shed 1.44% to close at 8,372.75
points, its biggest single-day fall
since 27 July.

Provisional data from NSE
showed that foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) sold a net of
`1,007.26 crore of Indian shares
on Thursday, while domestic
institutional investors (DIIs)
were net sellers to the tune of
`567.87 crore of  shares.

The rupee erased all its early
morning gains and closed at
near two-year low against the US
dollar. The currency closed at
65.55 per dollar, down 0.42%
from its previous close of 65.27.
The rupee opened at 65.16 per
dollar and touched a low of
65.56—a level last seen on 6 Sep-

tember 2013.
Since the beginning of this

year, the rupee has lost 3.8%,
while FIIs have bought $6.99 bil-
lion from local equity and $6.34
billion from bond markets.

The shock 4% devaluation of
the yuan by China in three
strokes last week has exerted
pressure on the rupee to decline,
but the currency has fared better
than most other Asian curren-
cies.

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
governor Raghuram Rajan said
on Thursday that the yuan’s
rupee devaluation was not yet a
cause for concern.

“But if this is the start of a

TURN TO PAGE 2®

Fading expectations for 
imminent US interest 
rate hike fuel anxiety 
about global economy, 
particularly China

SBI wants to 
bring back 
teaser loans
B Y  J O E L  R E B E L L O
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State Bank of India (SBI)
chairperson Arundhati Bhat-

tacharya on Thursday made a
pitch for re-introducing so-
called teaser home loans to help
boost demand for credit, four
years after withdrawing such
loans amid concern that they
could hurt the asset quality of
banks.

Bhattacharya slipped the idea
in during a conversation with
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) gov-
ernor Raghuram Rajan at SBI’s
second annual banking and eco-
nomic conference in Mumbai.

“I am told that real estate
stock is at a two-year high and I
was thinking if it is possible
something of this (teaser loan)
kind could be allowed given the
fact that this is one of the portfo-
lios where NPAs (non-perform-
ing assets) are the lowest,” Bhat-
tacharya said.

Teaser home loans are offered
at a fixed low rate of interest in
the initial years and are subse-
quently adjusted to a higher
floating rate for the rest of their
tenure. SBI and other lenders
withdrew the offer in 2011
because of concerns at RBI that
such loans were riskier and car-
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GLOBAL SMARTPHONE SALES 
GROWTH HIT BY CHINA WOES
Global smartphone sales grew 13.5% in the quarter ended June from a year 
earlier, the slowest pace since 2013, researcher Gartner Inc. said on Thursday. 
The drop in the growth rate was mainly because of a fall in sales in China. In the 
June quarter, 330 million units were sold worldwide. Smartphone sales in China 
fell for the first time, recording a 4% decline. Even though Samsung Electronics 
Co. maintained its lead as the world’s top smartphone maker, unit sales declined 
5.3% from a year ago. Google Inc.’s Android operating system, too, witnessed its 
slowest growth of 11%, with its market share shrinking to 82.2% in the quarter, 
the report said.

*The results for Lenovo include sales of mobile phones by Lenovo and Motorola both in 2Q15 and 2Q14

Worldwide smartphone sales to end users by vendor in Q2 
(Thousands of units)

Market share in Q2 2015 (in %)

Worldwide smartphone sales to end users by 
operating system in Q2 2015

Samsung

Apple

Huawei

Lenovo*

Xiaomi

Others

TOTAL

2015 2014

                                                         76,129.2

                      35,345.3

     17,657.7

      19,081.2

12,540.8

                                                                    129,630.2

                                                   72,072.5

                              48,085.5

           25,825.8

  16,405.9

  16,064.9

                                                                            151,221.7

Samsung Apple Huawei Lenovo* Xiaomi Others

21.9 14.6 7.8 5 4.9 45.9

Windows

BlackBerry

Others

2.5%

0.3%

0.4%

Source: Gartner

82.2% 14.6%
iOSAndroid

290,384.4
329,676.4
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Film fans looking forward to
the Friday release of Ketan

Mehta’s Nawazuddin Siddiqui-
starrer Manjhi: The Mountain
Man were thrown for a loop last
week.

A high-definition copy of the
entire film, which tells the real-
life story of a man who single-
handedly carves a path through
a mountain, was found on many
torrent sites. As some loyal fans
tipped off the filmmakers and
actors by tagging them on social
media, producers Viacom18
Motion Pictures started damage
control.

It wasn’t the first time some-
thing like that happened. Earlier
this year, the trailer of Chandr-
aprakash Dwivedi’s Sunny Deol
starrer Mohalla Assi was leaked
online; censored copies of Sal-
man Khan’s Bajrangi Bhaijaan
and Malayalam blockbuster Pre-
mam were available on the
Internet for users to download
even before their theatrical
release.

Kamal Hassan’s Papanasam
was leaked online after its
release. A couple of months ago,
explicit footage of actor Radhika
Apte from a 20-minute interna-
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Can a railway officer put 
Air India back on track?
Ashwani Lohani has a proven track record, 
but he now has his hands full as the new 
CMD of the national flag carrier. >P8
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The finance ministry  is
in talks with the central

bank and the stock market
regulator to improve know-
your-customer (KYC)
requirements for participa-
tory notes (P-notes), but
has no plans to clamp any
abrupt ban on the instru-
ments used by foreign
investors to indirectly
invest in Indian stocks, rev-
enue secretary Shaktikanta
Das said on Thursday.

A special investigation
team (SIT) set up by the
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150,000 shareholders, up from just over 
1000 in 2021. The hope of most of these 
investors would be to sell their shares for a 
profit when the IPO takes place.

Again, the bet is that the strong domestic 
flows will facilitate an IPO at a high valua-
tion. This is notwithstanding the fact that 

recent IPOs such as of HDB 
Financial Services’ and 
NSDL’s listed at significant 
discounts to the prices at 
which their shares traded 
in the private market. 

If we row further down-
stream, we enter the realm 
of private credit. Here, 
investors subscribe to a 
fund that lends money via 
debt or debt-like instru-
ments for purposes that a 
bank generally would not. 
This includes lending to 
promoters of private enti-

ties, with their unlisted shares being put up 
as collateral. Private credit funds also lend 
for the purchase of land or for undertaking 
mergers and acquisitions.

Private credit is lightly regulated and data 
is hard to come by, but it is estimated to be 
worth $25 billion in India and growing rap-

This would have been good for the Indian 
economy if the money thus raised was put to 
use in building new factories or on research 
and development (R&D). After all, the origi-
nal purpose of capital markets is to make 
savers and borrowers meet. 

However, as I noted in an earlier piece in 
Mint (‘The IPO gamble: 
Why the odds seem stacked 
against investors’, 13 July 
2025), of the 275 IPOs since 
the pandemic, 101 had pri-
vate equity owners selling 
stakes and repatriating pro-
ceeds back to their home 
countries. Moreover, of the 
$19 billion raised through 
IPOs in 2024, less than $8 
billion was raised through 
primary offerings (i.e. with 
money put to use for busi-
ness purposes), while the 
remaining provided an exit 
to existing investors.

The newest craze among well-heeled 
investors is to buy shares in unlisted compa-
nies that are headed for an IPO. Shares of 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) are the 
poster child of this trend. As per recent 
reports, the unlisted NSE already has over 

A worrisome 

portion of our 

household SIP 

flows go into 

IPOs that don’t

add productive 

capacity

India’s chip challenge: To build 
at home, we must invest abroad
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I
ndia’s declining total fertility rate (TFR) has 
caused intense public debate in recent 
months. The suggestions have been extreme— 
from abandoning family planning policies to 
public appeals by political leaders for women 
to have more children. The UNFPA, in its State 

of World Population 2025 report claims that the 
problem is neither over-population nor under-
population, but instead a crisis of reproductive 
agency and inability to fulfil one’s choice. Our 
essay aims to go beyond symptoms and explore the 
deeper malaise that has accompanied economic 
growth and industrialization across the world. Our 
core hypothesis is that the rapid decline in fertility 
is largely on account of a breakdown of the family 
structure—one of the oldest institutions known to 
human society. 

The UNFPA report frames reproductive agency 
primarily in terms of whether an individual is able 
to fulfil their desired fertility, highlighting both 
under- and over-achievement of personal fertility 
goals as the crisis. It is based on an online cross-
country survey that asks about the desired number 
of children, difference between ideal and actual 
fertility, reasons for or against parenthood, access 
to reproductive health, etc. In India, the survey 
covered 1,048 adults aged 18-88 years in urban and 
rural areas. It highlights economic concerns like 
financial limitations (38%), housing constraints 
(22%), unemployment/job security (21%) and insuf-
ficient childcare (18%) as major hold-backs. Conse-
quently, the report places much emphasis on 
improving reproductive agency through solutions 
that include housing, job security and financial 
enablers.

Viewing the problem of fertility under-achieve-
ment through just an economic lens is myopic. For 
instance, in Sweden, a high-income country that is 
top ranked by Unicef for family-friendly policies, 
17% of people expect to have fewer children than 
their ideal, higher than the all-country average of 
11%. This suggests that even if established eco-
nomic burdens ease, psychological, cultural and 
structural factors still affect fertility outcomes.

Focusing on economic circumstances alone 
offers an incomplete understanding of fertility 
challenges, particularly in the context of India’s 
rapidly crumbling traditional family structure. The 
National Family Health Survey (NFHS), a large and 
nationally representative health survey conducted 
since 1990, allows us some deeper insights into the 
nature of the demographic transition unfolding 
around us. It reveals a steady decline in both the 
desired and actual fertility rate over time. 

Rapid nuclearization of families and rampant 
urbanization across the country have eroded the 
institutional arrangement of the traditional family 
that encouraged and supported the bearing and 

rearing of children. The ethos of ‘It takes a village 
to raise a child’ has been replaced by struggling 
urban couples whose fertility-aspiration barriers 
are not strictly financial, but increasingly social 
and logistical. Young parents nowadays have to 
fully absorb all the costs of raising a child, which is 
one of the most labour-intensive activities. This is 
further compounded by the intensification of par-
enting, as the UNFPA report also suggests, raising 
costs further. By contrast, in many rural areas, 
child-rearing is still actively shared and supported 
by extended family and community members, 
easing the burden on the primary care-giver, 
typically the mother, and making it easier to 
achieve fertility as well as work aspirations. 

The urban-rural difference in the gap between 
the desired and actual fertility of women has been 
widening with time. As per NFHS-4 and 5, the 
desired number of children has remained stable at 
2.2 in rural and at 2 in urban areas. However, the 
gap between desired and actual fertility is much 
wider in urban areas (0.4) than in rural areas (0.1). 
Urban parents are more dependent on formal, 
often expensive (or missing) childcare systems and 
face greater challenges in achieving a work-life 
balance. In contrast, the higher and rising labour 
force participation among rural women (42%) 
showcases the real choices and reproductive 
agency that familial support offers, helping them 
reconcile fertility and workforce participation. 

Urban women continue to have significantly 
lower labour force participation (25%) and their 

The right choice, baby: Don’t let 
family size aspirations go unmet
India’s policies could avert the demographic mistakes of rich countries by supporting the traditional institution of family 
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I
 wrote at the beginning of the year that 
Wall Street investors should brace for an 
‘AI winter’ in 2025; not necessarily a 

slowdown in investment, and certainly not 
in hype from AI companies, but in tangible 
progress. Patience would be tested. Some 
recent events warrant revisiting the ques-
tion: Is the AI winter upon us? 

GPT-5, the long-awaited new model 
from Sam Altman’s OpenAI, was released 
earlier this month to a tepid reception. If 
it’s a step toward artificial general intelli-
gence (AGI), as the company repeatedly 
said it would be, it’s a tiny one indeed. The 
model was so poorly received by some 
ChatGPT diehards that OpenAI was forced 
into an embarrassing rollback, making 
older models available again. Altman’s 
claim that GPT-5 was like talking to a 
“PhD-level” expert quickly became a joke.

At the same time, CoreWeave, one of the 
few pure-play AI stocks, plummeted more 
than 25% last week after guidance that 
spooked investors: Revenue growth is 
expected to be enormously outpaced by 
capital expenditure increases. And its IPO 
lock-up was coming to an end, which didn’t 
help either.

And while it’s hard to pin down just how 
beneficial AI has been (or will be) in the 
business world, one piece of research from 
McKinsey & Company should give every-
one pause. While eight of out 10 companies 
surveyed said they were implementing 
Generative AI in their business, the con-
sultancy group observed, just as many said 
there had been “no significant bottom-line 
impact.” Gulp.

The reaction to GPT-5 in particular has 
longtime AI sceptics taking a victory lap. 
Author and journalist Brian Merchant 
noted that Altman seemed less willing to 
use the phrase ‘artificial general intelli-
gence’ now that his latest AI tool is still so 
far from that. “I think it’s not a super useful 
term,” Altman told CNBC. Merchant 
pointed out that it’s a term Altman has used 
often, including in February on his per-
sonal blog. It has been handy in raising bil-
lions of dollars.

Altman has had some other telling 
things to say over the past few days. “Are we 
in a phase where investors as a whole are 
overexcited about AI? My opinion is yes,” 
he told a group of reporters last week. “You 
should expect OpenAI to spend trillions of 
dollars,” was another remark. My favourite, 
from a CNBC interview the week before, 
was: “It’s nice not to be public.”

I’ll bet! Throughout this, I have been 
wondering how investors would have 
reacted to GPT-5 had OpenAI been a pub-

licly traded company. I suspect at the very 
least, OpenAI would have had a Core-
Weave-like week once investors looked at 
the user revolt, the backtrack-of-sorts on 
super-intelligence and the prediction that 
“trillions” of more dollars would be 
needed. Altman said he was confident the 
company could invent a “new kind of 
financial instrument for finance and com-
pute” to fund its rapid industrial expansion. 
I guess we now know at least one book in 
the GPT-5 training data. 

Then again, the fallout hasn’t extended 
to other stocks tied closely to OpenAI’s for-
tunes, such as Microsoft or Nvidia. This 
suggests investor nerves have not yet been 
frayed.  One argument is that the embar-
rassing viral failings, such as not being able 
to spell ‘blueberry,’ are trivial stunts that 
miss the bigger picture: GPT-5 is more 
sophisticated in picking the appropriate 
model for a task, which, though it seems 
unremarkable, is actually practical and 
useful. Another view is that AI capabilities 
have improved sufficiently and ground-
breaking AI agents can go off and carry out 
certain tasks that are just in reach—and the 
return on AI investment will finally kick in 
at that point. 

Or it may not, and this month will be 
seen as the beginning of something signifi-
cant. I don’t quite think we can call it an AI 
winter yet—but there’s no question that a 
sudden chill is in the air. 

My takeaway from the GPT-5 launch has 
been that while AI companies can tout 
overall performance on various bench-
marks, these are becoming increasingly 
less relevant. Impenetrable to anyone 
other than AI researchers, these scores 
mean little to the end user, be it the con-
sumer or a CEO.

What sets the narrative around AI 
progress (or lack thereof) is its practical 
application; it’s here where all AI firms are 
still falling short. GPT-3.5 was around for 
months before the demonstration of 
ChatGPT wowed the world—until we all 
discovered its shortcomings, not through 
lab testing of millions of queries, but with 
our own eyes. AI agents might be the next 
‘ChatGPT moment,’ if they do as promised. 
Call it the ‘Blueberry Benchmark’ of real-
world usefulness. Better scores are needed 
urgently, or investors could be in for a 
frigid time. ©BLOOMBERG

Is an AI winter finally upon us? 
A distinct chill is in the air   

The performance of OpenAI’s GPT-5 has left diehard AI fans cold 

AI toolmakers had better match AI hype 

with actual utility soon. AFPL
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legally sound and updated regularly; fami-
lies must see transparency as a safeguard, 
not a threat. Second, respect for corporate 
boundaries. Promoters can play a strategic 
role through the board, but must not bypass 
it, demand special privileges or let personal 
claims cloud business decisions. Boards 
must assert independence, protect manage-
ment continuity and communicate proact-
ively with all shareholders—especially amid 
tension. Third, investing in family govern-
ance. This is the least regulated but often the 
most decisive. Regular family meetings, 
agreed processes for appointing family 
members, clear entry and exit criteria, and 
established conflict-resolution mechanisms 
can prevent disputes from escalating into 
corporate crises.

The Sona Comstar episode is a reminder 
that in family businesses, ownership govern-
ance may be the spark, but family govern-
ance often determines whether a dispute 
explodes or is quietly defused. And in the 
end, it is corporate governance that must 
keep the ship steady. If the three governance 
systems are aligned and strong, succession 
can be smooth and shareholder value pre-
served. If not, the headlines may write them-
selves in a way the family wouldn’t like.

These are the author’s personal views.

Sona Comstar conflict reflects a breakdown 
of such governance. If share-transfer terms, 
inheritance provisions or trust deeds are 
ambiguous—or contested—the vacuum  left 
invites competing interpretations, often 
landing in court or the press. Strong owner-
ship governance in a family firm requires 
binding and well-communicated agree-
ments, documented succession plans and 
legal instruments that leave no scope for 
ambiguity. Without this, corporate stability 
is left hostage to family disagreements.

Once a family business is publicly listed, 
the law recognizes all shareholders equally, 
whether they are related to the founder or 
not. The board of directors becomes the ulti-
mate decision-making body; the promoter 
family is only one set of shareholders—albeit 
often the most influential. Corporate gov-
ernance is about how the company is run in 
the interests of all shareholders, including 
board composition, decision-making pro-
cesses and the insulation of management 
from personal disputes, thus ensuring that 
family politics doesn’t stymie operations.

In Sona Comstar’s case, its board acted 
within its legal mandate by appointing a 
chairman, inducting a director and holding 
the AGM. Yet, the public nature of the dis-
pute risks reputational damage and erosion 

W
hen a corporate battle spills out 
into public view, it rarely stems 
from a single cause. The dispute at 

Sona BLW Precision Forgings (Sona Com-
star)—one of India’s leading auto compo-
nent manufacturers—may appear, on the 
surface, to be about ownership rights. Yet, 
beneath the headlines, it is also a cautionary 
tale about the interlinked nature of three 
distinct but inseparable governance systems 
in family businesses: ownership, corporate 
and family governance.

Following the unfortunate death in June 
of its non-executive chairman Sunjay Kapur, 
Sona Comstar—partly owned by the pro-
moter Kapur family—saw board changes 
that sparked an inheritance dispute. His 
mother, Rani Kapur, raised objections that 
the company rebutted before proceeding 
with its annual general meeting (AGM).

On paper, this is a dispute over ownership 
governance—who holds legal title to shares 
and the mechanism for transferring control. 
But the tremors extend well beyond. The 

Sona Comstar: Family firms need a governance triad
TULSI JAYAKUMAR
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Entrepreneurship at Bhavan’s 

SPJIMR.

A failure in one layer of governance often 
destabilizes others. In Sona Comstar’s case, 
weak ownership governance (disputed enti-
tlement) triggered a public challenge to 
board decisions. The dispute tested corpo-
rate governance, as the board had to assert its 
independence while managing perceptions. 

The absence of robust fam-
ily governance meant no 
private forum existed to 
resolve the conflict, forcing 
it into the open.

Feuds at Finolex, Ray-
mond and other Indian 
family firms show how 
intertwined these aspects 
of governance are. In each, 
ownership clarity, corpo-
rate professionalism and 
family harmony had to be 
addressed together. The 
lesson: one type of govern-
ance can’t be fixed in isola-

tion. Promoter families often underestimate 
the preparation and discipline needed to 
keep ownership, corporate and family gov-
ernance in harmony. Neglect of this can 
prove costly. It means working on three 
fronts. First, clarity in ownership, with suc-
cession and inheritance plans unambiguous, 

of investor trust, regardless of formal com-
pliance. Boards must therefore not only fol-
low the law, but also actively communicate 
their rationale, maintain transparency and 
reinforce the fact that the company is not a 
‘family fiefdom,’ but a corporate entity gov-
erned by rules, not relationships.

Family governance is 
the least formalized, yet 
often the most critical. It is 
about managing expecta-
tions, relationships and 
communication within the 
family, so disputes don’t 
contaminate ownership or 
corporate governance. 
This includes: Family 
councils or assemblies, 
family charters and educa-
tion and alignment.

Sona Comstar’s situa-
tion underscores what 
happens when family gov-
ernance is weak or absent: personal disa-
greements find their way into the media, 
allegations fly and corporate decisions 
become fodder for public debate. Family 
governance must ensure that grievances—
about inheritance, recognition or roles—are 
resolved before they affect the company.

Such businesses 

require three 

interlinked 

layers of 

governance 

to operate 

in harmony
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actual fertility rate had fallen below the replace-
ment level two decades ago! It is important to recall 
that urban women, including those working out-
side the household, continue to spend significant 
time daily on care-giving and household chores— 
and, as a consequence, have significantly less lei-
sure time compared to their male counterparts. 
Meanwhile ‘housewives’ continue to see their 
value being discounted by society, despite contrib-
uting significantly within the household. 

Does the gap between desired and actual fertility 
differ across wealth groups? The data shows that 
this gap widens with rising wealth levels, thereby 
challenging the assumption that economic limita-
tions are the primary barriers to achieving desired 
fertility. In a rapidly changing society where tradi-
tional systems of familial support are disappearing, 
the state can and must facilitate the development 
of childcare, parental leave and financial assistance 
to support families. However, the ability of con-
tractual market institutions or the government to 
function as a replacement for family support 
remains limited, as the experience of affluent 
nations shows. 

India faces multiple challenges that overlap: 
regional variations in fertility and ageing, the 
imperative of inclusive economic growth and the 
need to deliver social services to a large population. 
Fertility trends are not just about demographics; 
they reflect transformations in health, education 
and socio-economic realities. While improve-
ments in access to reproductive health services 
and social security systems are indispensable, 
overlooking the social transformation of families 
and its impact on fertility aspirations can have 
long-term consequences for the well-being of 
individuals and society. 

With a GDP per capita of $11,159 (purchasing 
power parity, 2024; World Bank), India must plan to 
grow rich before growing old. Alongside invest-
ments in human capital, reproductive health and 
opportunity creation, policy foresight is needed for 
a careful assessment of the implications of a rising 
dependency ratio on state capacity, fiscal resources, 
care systems and the long-term sustainability of 
social protection measures. Most importantly, our 
policies must support the institution of family that is 
under tremendous pressure. To discount the signif-
icant care-work within families is to discount the 
future of our society. India’s economic growth must 
have Indian characteristics and values. We must not 
repeat the mistakes made by nations that are eco-
nomically ahead of us. 

Family support matters: Why rural India fares better
The e�ect of childcare back-up is visible in the National Family Health Survey �nding that the gap between 
desired and actual fertility is wider in urban areas than in rural. This di�erence has been growing.

Source: National Family Health Survey, ministry of health and family welfare

Total fertility rate (TFR) of women aged 15–49 years in India: ideal vs actual

NFHS 1

(1990-92)

NFHS 2

(1996-98)

NFHS 3

(2005-06)

NFHS 4

(2015-16)

NFHS 5

(2019-21)

Note: TFR values are for the period 1-36 months preceding the interview; Ideal fertility values are the mean ideal number of children for women 
aged 15-49 years; The dotted line represents the replacement level fertility of 2.1; NFHS: National Family Health Survey
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A blunt ban 
Govt should have considered other options for money games 

The Lok Sabha on Wednesday passed The Promotion and Regulation of Online 

Gaming Bill, 2025. The Bill, among other things, seeks to prohibit online money 

gaming in the country. Predictably, the move has sent the online gaming industry 

into a tizzy. As reports suggest, there are thousands of high-skill jobs at stake. The 

Bill’s statement of objects and reasons notes that the widespread proliferation of 

online money games, easily accessible on mobile devices and computers, has led 

to grave social, economic, and psychological consequences across the country. 

These platforms tend to promote addictive behaviour, which results in mental-

health issues and financial ruin. Such platforms have also led to an increase in in-

stances of exploitation and fraud. Thus, instead of regulating this market segment, 

it is in the public interest to prohibit it. 

Any person offering online money-gaming service in contravention of the 

provisions of the Bill shall be punished with imprisonment extending up to three 

years, or a fine of up to ~1 crore, or both. Taking out advertisements in the media 

and engagement in transactions related to money games shall also be punished. 

Evidently, if the provisions are implemented in their current form, it will be cur-

tains for the formal online money-gaming business in India. To be fair, it is hard 

to disagree that online gaming can be addictive with mental and financial conse-

quences. However, it is worth debating whether prohibition is the most suitable 

answer to the stated problems. India has a large talent pool of developers creating 

various kinds of games, and the industry is growing at a fast pace. India can be-

come a global hub for developing online games. 

According to the industry associations concerned, skill-gaming companies 

have an enterprise value of over ~2 trillion and have attracted foreign direct in-

vestment worth over ~25,000 crore . An advisable path for the government would 

have been to hold wide consultations with stakeholders and experts in the area 

before introducing the Bill. Instead of prohibiting online money games, a regime 

of adequate regulation would have served India’s interests better. With outright 

bans, it is possible that a large part of activity would move underground, which 

can put those engaged in online gaming at greater risk of fraud and exploitation. 

Given the penetration of the internet, it will be extremely diicult for the govern-

ment to monitor and check underground operators. Besides, the government 

would lose tax revenue. 

While the prohibition of money games will attract disproportionate public in-

terest for obvious reasons, the Bill also provides a broad formal framework for 

regulating and promoting online gaming. For instance, the Bill envisages the es-

tablishment of an authority for online gaming. The central government is ex-

pected to take steps to recognise and register esports with the authority. Guidelines 

will be formed for conducting esports events. There is also a provision for the es-

tablishment of training academies and research centres for the advancement of 

esports. There are several such provisions to promote and develop online gaming 

in the country. There are also provisions to facilitate the development of social 

games. Overall, the bent of the Bill is forward-looking in terms of providing a legal 

framework for online gaming, which will help facilitate growth and development, 

but the prohibition of online money games is not in the same spirit. 

 

Black box to sandbox 
Framework needed for responsible AI adoption in finance  

The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI’s) Framework for Responsible and Ethical En-

ablement of Artificial Intelligence (FREE-AI) committee released its final report 

last week, proposing guidelines for the responsible use of artificial intelligence 

(AI) in the financial sector. The framework is anchored around seven guiding 

“sutras” or principles — trust, people first, innovation, fairness, accountability, 

explainability, and resilience — and is backed by 26 actionable recommenda-

tions across six pillars — infrastructure, policy, capacity, governance, protec-

tion, and assurance. 

The report arrives at a critical juncture. A World Economic Forum study 

(2025) estimates that global AI investment in finance could reach $97 billion by 

2027, compared to $35 billion in 2023, showing the pace at which the technology 

is growing. In India, AI can transform everything from fraud detection to finan-

cial inclusion. Yet, the report cautions that unchecked adoption risks replicating 

biases, undermining trust, and exposing financial institutions to systemic vul-

nerabilities. The committee recommends using the “sutras” to foster innovation 

while mitigating risks, treating these objectives as complementary. To lower 

entry barriers, it proposes a common AI infrastructure offering pooled datasets, 

computing resources, and a regulatory “sandbox” for safe experimentation be-

fore deployment. This is especially critical for smaller banks and non-banking 

financial companies, most of which report little AI adoption due to high costs, 

skill gaps, and poor data quality. Without support, only the largest banks may 

benefit, leaving smaller ones behind. 

Global precedents strengthen the case. The Monetary Authority of Singapore 

(MAS) introduced “FEAT” (fairness, ethics, accountability, and transparency) 

principles in 2018. It later launched the Veritas toolkit to enable financial institu-

tions to evaluate their AI solutions against the FEAT principles. Hong Kong’s 

Monetary Authority recently unveiled a generative AI (GenAI) sandbox, while 

the United Kingdom’s (UK’s) Financial Conduct Authority offers a “supercharged 

sandbox” for AI experimentation. These examples show that trust and innovation 

can reinforce one another when regulators act early. The FREE-AI committee also 

emphasises indigenous AI models trained on Indian data and languages. Off-the-

shelf large language models, largely built on Western datasets, might overlook 

the country’s diversity, risking exclusion and unfair outcomes. 

For India, the stakes are high. Poorly governed AI-based credit models could 

entrench social biases and erode public trust. The FREE-AI framework seeks to 

pre-empt such risks by aligning technological progress with ethical safeguards. 

Strong data governance will also be needed. Financial institutions must establish 

frameworks for sourcing, cleaning, anonymising, encrypting, sharing, and pur-

ging data, while addressing bias detection, synthetic data validation, and open 

standards. Without secure and transparent data pipelines, AI adoption risks mag-

nifying systemic vulnerabilities rather than reducing them. That said, principles 

and reports are only the beginning. The real test lies in execution. The RBI and 

financial institutions must now invest in capacity building, interoperability, and 

accountability structures. India’s own digital public infrastructure — from Aad-

haar to Unified Payments Interface — shows how inclusive design can create glo-

bal benchmarks. If the country can replicate that success by moving from the 

opacity of today’s AI “blackbox” to tomorrow’s “sandbox” experimentation, it 

could enable the adoption of responsible AI in the banking and financial sector.
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The world could have chosen to deal with Donald 
Trump’s tariff threats through international coordi-
nation (see my “Trade and Trump”, April 17, 2025). It 
chose not to, with the European Union, Japan, and 
others signing lopsided deals that give the United 
States more than they get. 

Our own negotiations have so far come to nought. 
We face amongst the highest tariffs of any country.  Mr 
Trump has supplemented his tariffs with claims (of 
making peace between India and Pakistan), insults 
(“dead economy”), and threats (cosying up to Pakis-
tan’s military leader).  So where are we, and what are 
our options?  T N Ninan’s outstanding 
piece (“Our Perry Moment”, Business 
Standard, August 11) reminds me of two 
things.  First, how much I miss his al-
ways-insightful weekend column.  And 
second, how much there is for us to 
learn from how Japan responded to US 
bullying in the mid-19th century to 
drive a series of transformations that 
made it a leading industrial economy. 
My major source is the sociologist Ron-
ald Dore, who wrote widely on Japa-
nese culture and its interplay with 
economic success.  

Humility and ambition: Ninan 
reminds us that we seek to win the economic war, 
not the argument with Mr Trump.  This means 
humbly shrugging off insults while keeping our eye 
on the final prize.  Japan’s “Perry moment” forced it 
to open to trade and extracted several concessions.  
These “Unequal Treaties” included losing the rights 
to set their own tariffs and allowing Western law to 
apply in enclaves where foreigners lived.  The Japa-
nese had humility forced on them.  They responded 
after the Meiji Restoration with a series of increas-
ingly ambitious goals: 
l 1870s: Keep Japan free of colonialism. 
l 1890–1911: Revise the unequal treaties that the 
Western powers had extracted. 
l 1890s: Keep China from seizing control of Korea. 
l 1900s: Prevent Russia from seizing control of Korea. 

l 1930s: Achieve total equality with the Great Powers. 
Dore tells us that these ambitious goals were pres-

ented as the shared objective of all the Japanese people 
— and were highly effective in galvanising action 
through a nationalist spirit.  Nationalism often ends 
badly — for both the nation and its neighbours.  As 
here.  “Badly” meant defeat in war and occupation — 
for the Chinese in 1895, the Koreans in 1905, and for the 
Japanese themselves in 1945 following two nuclear 
bombs.  After World War II, things were more positive.  
Economic growth became the national ambition.  
Japan’s daily papers published a league table of gross 

domestic product (GDP) growth rates.  
Each time Japan overtook another 
country in per capita GDP (which is 
what matters, not overall GDP), it hit 
the headlines. The target was national 
prestige, not economic growth itself.  

As Japan grew at world-record rates 
in the 1950s and 1960s (9-10 per cent for 
two decades), the acquisition of techni-
cal capability played a critical role.  Be-
tween 1950 and 1978, Japan was the 
world’s largest importer of technology, 
sourcing it across industries and coun-
tries.  It spent, Dore tells us, $9 billion 
on importing technology, a big sum, 

but nothing compared to the $60 billion that one 
country, the US, spent on research and development 
(R&D) in 1978 alone.  Together with importing technol-
ogy, from the 1960s onwards, Japanese firms greatly 
expanded their investment in in-house R&D. Mean-
while, constraints of space and capital were turned 
into an opportunity — a whole new system of lean 
manufacturing that led the world.  Japanese firms ex-
panded overseas, as Honda, Sony, Panasonic, and 
Toyota became household names worldwide.  Learn-
ing from the best requires humility.  New technology 
and developing world-leading firms and industries 
require ambition.  It was the combination of humility 
and ambition that was so powerful. 

The will to develop:  Dore describes Japan, 
South Korea, Taiwan and Singapore’s “will to de-

velop”.  This “will” came out of a sense of backward-
ness, that one had to catch up.  After 30 years of the 
highest growth in our history, we have moved from 
the poorest fifth of countries in per capita GDP to the 
poorest third.  That is a fine improvement, but it is 
surely not good enough.  China is today five times 
richer than India and invests 25 times what we do in 
R&D.  I keep repeating this not to depress us, but to 
strengthen our will to develop and catch up.   

Dore points out that this sense of backwardness 
must be shared across society.  Both India and Latin 
America have long had elite enclaves at world-class 
levels.  We point with pride at our Nobel Prize winners 
and the number of Indians who head some of the 
world’s leading companies.  If we simultaneously ask 
why our most recent Nobel awardees —Amartya Sen, 
Venkatraman Ramakrishnan, and Abhijit Banerjee — 
do their work in institutes of higher education over-
seas, and our Nadellas and Pichais lead firms in the 
US instead of India, then the urge would be wholly 
positive.  But if pride in our great intellectuals and 
businessmen lessens the urge to pull the farmer in the 
field up with us, we dilute a common will to develop. 
Setting ambitious goals for rapid economic growth 
can foster our will to develop.  Focusing on how won-
derful we are (“India is the world’s fastest growing 
large economy”) or were (“India invented the zero and 
plastic surgery”) dilutes the message.  Farmers and in-
formal labourers live the experience of poverty and 
backwardness.  As political leaders and industrialists, 
we need to share this sense of backwardness even if 
we do not experience it ourselves.  From it can spring 
a shared urge to catch up, a will to develop. 

So as we ignore Mr Trump’s insults, what ambi-
tion should we have?  Our goal of being developed by 
2047 is a fine economic goal — for all Indians.  It 
means growing at 9 per cent+ a year for 20+ years as 
Japan did, about 3 percentage points faster than we 
are achieving now.  Our papers, too, can publish a 
league table that shows how we overtake one 
country after another — there’s lots to do, we are #136 
in per capita GDP at present.   

T N Ninan and Sajjid Chinoy, also in this news-
paper, argue for several major reforms: Implementing 
the new education policy, making India a good place 
for manufacturing, addressing agricultural produc-
tivity, transforming our cities, reducing the concen-
tration of industrial power in a few inward-looking 
conglomerates, truly reducing the cost of doing busi-
ness, a single goods and services tax rate, doubling 
down on privatisation, and reducing tariffs to drive 
competitiveness.  That is an impressive list. Many 
would doubt our ability to undertake such compre-
hensive reform.  We can continue to keep reforming 
incrementally, as we have done since 1993, two steps 
forward and one step back. We can choose to respond 
to Mr Trump’s threats and insults with bravado and a 
turn inward.  Or we can humbly shrug them off — 
and, as we did in 1991, turn challenge into opportun-
ity.  That would mean pursuing the ambition of being 
a fully developed economy, with all the structural 
change and pain that demands. The choice is ours.  
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
ndforbes@forbesmarshall.com 
The author is co-chairman Forbes Marshall, 
founding member of Nayanta University, past 
president of CII, and chairman of Centre for 
Technology Innovation and Economic Research. 
His book, The Struggle and the Promise has been 
published by HarperCollins 

Fear vs flow: Migration and the city 
For decades, Indian cities have been magnets of op-
portunity, offering hope for social mobility.  Millions 
of migrants have moved from the rural hinterlands to 
urban areas. From the textile mills of Mumbai to the 
tech parks of Bengaluru, they are the hidden force 
that continues to power India’s urban transforma-
tion. This movement has not been incidental to 
India’s growth story, but central to it. Yet, an emerging 
pattern of fear-based governance now threatens this 
circulatory system, raising the question of whether 
India’s cities can continue to serve as engines of mi-
gration and, by extension, engines of 
economic growth and development. 

Internal migration in India is 
massive in scale. According to the 2011 
Census, there were over 450 million in-
ternal migrants, which is about 37 per 
cent of the population. This reflected 
a sharp rise from the 30 per cent re-
corded a decade earlier, according to 
the World Bank analysis. Rural-to-
urban flows have been a major compo-
nent, with some states seeing nearly a 
30 per cent surge in their urban popu-
lations during 2001–2011, driven 
largely by migration. These demo-
graphic shifts have reshaped the economic geog-
raphy of the country. Migrants are integral not only 
to the informal economy, which contributes roughly 
45 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP), but also 
to the formal sectors that depend on their labour as 
a low-cost resource. 

Urbanisation when managed sensibly, has con-
sistently been associated with poverty reduction 
and improved standards of living. In developing 
economies, migration to cities raises incomes for 
poorer households and expands access to services. 
This is particularly pronounced in countries like 
India, where productivity and wages in urban areas 
are significantly higher than in rural areas. For in-

stance, the Periodic Labour Force Survey 2023–24 
shows that the average annual wage in urban India 
(₹88,604) is nearly double that in rural areas 
(₹45,785), highlighting a gap of about 1.94 times. 

Fear can be as effective a brake on migration as 
any legal restriction. India does not impose internal 
passports, yet the barriers are often invisible. While 
basic distinctions, including language, play a critical 
role, there is also a tacit perception that entering a 
new state or city means navigating a new social and 
administrative environment. For migrants, especially 

those in the informal sector, access to 
healthcare, housing, and basic rations 
often depends on this tenuous sense of 
belonging. In recent years, that sense 
has been eroded. 

Political rhetoric and adminis-
trative measures targeting specific lin-
guistic, ethnic, or religious groups have 
created unease among migrant popu-
lations. Notably, during the 2020 
Covid-19 lockdown, millions of mi-
grants facing sudden job loss, housing 
insecurity, and a collapse of transport 
walked or hitched rides back to their 
villages, and many never returned. 

This was perhaps the largest mass migration in India 
since Partition, revealing how fragile urban life can 
be for those without a safety net. 

This fragility is exacerbated when governance 
itself becomes a source of fear. Policies that appear to 
single out outsiders, whether through enhanced po-
lice checks, documentation drives, or arbitrary en-
forcement, create an environment in which migrants 
calculate that their best chance of security lies in re-
treating to their place of origin. The loss to cities is 
twofold. First, there is the immediate disruption to 
sectors reliant on migrant labour: Construction pro-
jects stall, service industries struggle to hire, and costs 
rise. Second, the longer-term erosion of trust in urban 

governance makes it harder to attract and retain the 
very workers who underpin economic dynamism. 
The cultural costs are harder to measure but no less 
significant. Migrants are the vectors of cultural ex-
change that make cities cosmopolitan. They bring 
new cuisines, languages, and entrepreneurial energy. 
In the absence of this dynamic ecosystem, cities risk 
becoming more insular, less inventive, and ulti-
mately less competitive in the global marketplace. 
Restoring confidence in the city as a safe and wel-
coming space for migrants is not merely a moral im-
perative but an economic one.  

The World Bank and United Nations agencies 
have emphasised that the portability of social bene-
fits is key. Programmes that allow migrants to access 
healthcare, education, and subsidised food regard-
less of location reduce the insecurity that can push 
them out of cities. Equally important is dismantling 
the bureaucratic frictions that arise when crossing 
state borders, harmonising regulations, and ensuring 
that basic services are not contingent on fixed, long-
term residence. 

India’s urban infrastructure already faces enor-
mous pressure: It is estimated that the country will 
need to invest $840 billion over the next 15 years to 
meet its urban demands. Those investments will 
only pay off if the human capital that fuels city econ-
omies is maintained. Cities are complex organisms, 
and their health depends on openness, on the flow 
of goods, ideas, and people. For India, which aspires 
to be the world’s fastest-growing major economy, 
the lesson is stark: Migration is not a problem to be 
managed away, it is the source of urban vitality. Fear 
may buy political advantage in the short term, but 
it erodes the very foundation of prosperity. To  
remain engines of growth, Indian cities must also be 
engines of trust. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The author  is chair, Institute for Competitiveness. 
With inputs from Meenakshi Ajith.  X: @kautiliya

Strategy versus the Plan 

ambi parameswaran 

We use the term “strategy” very loosely. 
There is corporate strategy, marketing 
strategy, sales strategy, promotion 
strategy, finance strategy — and more. 
Often managers tend to use the “S” word 
when in reality they should have used 
the “P” word: Replace Strategy with 
Plan. So what is strategy? 

In his highly quoted article “What is 
Strategy” published almost two decades 
ago (Harvard Business Review, 
November-December, 1996), Professor 

Michael Porter had laid out the contours 
of what should be called “strategy”. He 
clarified that strategy is not a place-
holder for what could be called 
operational excellence. Strategy called for 
clear choices to be made. It starts with 
choosing a unique position that is 
grounded in clear activities that are 
diicult for competition to imitate. 
Strategy also calls for trade-offs, dropping 
some things and focusing on a few things. 
And good strategy always calls for friction 
and is never a simple, clean line. 

Given this grounding, it was with 
great expectation that I picked up Why 
Your Strategy Sucks  by Sandeep Das. 
The author is an MBA with over 15 years 
of experience in both the corporate 
world and consultancies. His previous 
book was a look at business storytelling. 

Why Your Strategy Sucks is presented 
in five parts. Part 1 is the introduction to 

strategy. Part 2 is about strategy for 
corporations. Part 3 is about strategy for 
you. Part 4 is on necessary skill building. 
Part 5 is on careers in strategy. Written in 
a light-hearted tone and peppered with 
humour, the author has tried his best to 
make this rather heavy topic easy to 
approach and appreciate. 

The most important chapter in the 
book is probably the one titled 
“Thinking Strategically About Strategy”, 
where the author presents his Strategic 
Thinking Framework. This framework 
also appears in many other chapters. It 
consists of six steps: Define Problem (1. 
Understand scope, 2. Identify objective); 
Create Strategy (3. Identify framework, 4. 
Generate options, 5. Prioritise options); 
Deploy Strategy (6. Develop 
implementation charter). 

A good strategy is as good as the 
implementation or execution. The  

most often quoted book on the 
topic of execution is the book, 
duh, Execution by Lawrence 
Bossidy and Ram Charan. 
Their book emphasises that 
successful businesses are built 
on effective execution of 
strategy, not just on brilliant 
ideas. The book argues that 
leaders must actively engage 
in the implementation 
process, fostering a culture  
of accountability and linking 
strategy to operations  
and people. 

In Why Your Strategy 
Sucks, the author has spent 
time stressing the importance 
of implementation. The book 
presents what is called the 
“implementation charter framework” 
that has three parts: Implementation 
charter objective; Stakeholders — who 
should do it; Incentive — why should 
they do it; Capability — what will  
they do; and continuous tracking 

through a dashboard. 
Through the book the 

author has demonstrated the 
Strategic Thinking  and 
Implementation Charter 
framework to illustrate several 
examples from the world of 
strategy and the world of 
recruitment and HR. 

The book gives the reader a 
quick tour of the strategic 
thinking process adopted in 
companies. Most books on 
strategy stop with that. This 
book is different to the extent 
that it takes the strategic 
thinking process and applies it 
to an individual’s career 
planning. There is a chapter on 

what skills you need to develop if you 
want to get into a strategy role. 

Each chapter is full of examples 
and anecdotes. For the sake of 
confidentiality, many of the names 
have been masked. It would have been 
good if some of the real-life strategy 

cases had been presented. 
For the sake of quick revision, each 

chapter ends with a summary that we can 
go to, if in doubt. Full of quotes, some real, 
some fictitious, the book is a well-
packaged presentation. Here is a sampler: 
“The future is shaped by your dreams, so 
stop wasting time and go to sleep”— the 
author’s favourite quote, by the way. 

In the field of management and 
strategy consultants who have either lost 
all their hair or at least lost all their black 
hair, each claiming to have served clients 
across continents for several decades, 
Sandeep Das comes across as a breath of 
fresh air. He is definitely a lot younger, 
writes with a light touch and doesn’t take 
himself too seriously. That has not held 
him back from writing an engaging book 
that is useful for a seasoned professional 
and to a newcomer. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The reviewer is a bestselling author of 12 
books. His latest is Marketing Mixology’ 
– Four Essential Ingredients for 
Marketing Success 
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Khalai  Makhlooq 

When  parental  anxiety  is  sparked  by  summer  break
China Daily
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The days following the Alaska summit between US 
President Donald Trump and his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin have revealed much about the shifting 
geometry of wartime diplomacy. Within 72 hours, the 

White House hosted an extraordinary gathering of Western 
leaders alongside Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskky, 
who had already met President Trump in the Oval Office prior 
to this. The choreography was deliberate: to assure Kyiv that, 
despite the lack of progress with Moscow, its allies remain 
engaged. Yet, the symbolism should not mask the persistent 
gaps in substance.  

Mr Zelenskky’s visit was less about breakthroughs and more 
about damage control. After Alaska produced no ceasefire and 
allowed Mr Putin to project confidence, the Ukrainian leader 
needed to reaffirm that his nation was not being side-lined. His 
strategy ~ tempered rhetoric, quiet persistence, and the pointed 
use of maps and figures to dramatise Ukraine’s resilience ~ 
showed a leader intent on survival through persuasion rather 
than confrontation. Mr Trump, meanwhile, appeared eager to 
reset the narrative.  

The Oval Office meeting gave him a chance to display 
warmth toward Mr Zelensky, an important counterweight to 
criticism that he had given Mr Putin too much stage time in 
Alaska. But the absence of concrete pledges was glaring. 
Security guarantees, arms packages, and even timelines for 
sanctions were floated in the broader White House session with 
NATO and EU leaders, yet each remained suspended in 
conditional language.  

For European participants, the gathering was less about 
trusting Mr Trump than about making themselves 
indispensable. Leaders from France, Germany, Italy, and 
Finland pushed visibly for some form of ceasefire framework, 
knowing that their publics are weary of prolonged war and 
economic uncertainty.  

But their efforts collided with the reality that Russia shows 
no sign of softening its maximalist demands, and Ukraine 
cannot accept terms that compromise its sovereignty. The  
allies, therefore, spoke more of “options” than of “agreements.” 
What emerges is a picture of diplomacy conducted on  
borrowed time. Each meeting postpones hard choices rather 
than resolves them.  

Ukraine buys breathing space, Mr Trump maintains the 
appearance of leadership, and Europe signals unity while 
harbouring private doubts about endurance. NATO’s presence 
at the table was crucial, yet even the alliance’s words carried 
more symbolism than substance. 

Still, these meetings were not meaningless. For Kyiv, the 
absence of pressure to concede was itself a victory. For 
Washington, the optics of a crowded White House lent weight to 
claims of coordination.  

And for Europe, the chance to publicly shape the agenda was 
valuable in itself. But none of this alters the fundamental 
stalemate: Russia remains entrenched, the West is cautious, and 
Ukraine continues to fight for survival with promises rather 
than guarantees. The Alaska summit may have been theatre, 
but the Washington meetings show that the play is still running 
~ without a clear script for the final act.

In the see-saw equation of changing 
fortunes between civilian politicians 
and military Generals in Pakistan, 
selective amnesia is common. In 

2018, PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif had 
rightly accused Pakistani Generals of 
facilitating the “selection” (as opposed 
to “election”) of Imran Khan by bumping-off 
the PML-N dispensation. Nawaz had 
cuttingly coined the term “Khalai Makhlooq” 
(extraterrestrial beings or aliens) for the 
dour Generals to allude to the invisible 
but sure hand of the cantonment.  

It is another matter that the vainglorious 
Imran Khan misread his “selection” by 
the Generals to imply their deference, 
only to be booted-out ingloriously and 
to be incredulously followed by a government 
led by the same PML-N, helmed by 
Nawaz’s brother, Shehbaz Sharif. 

But wiser with times and experience, 
the “establishment” (read Pakistani 
military) has solidified its stranglehold 
with the self-anointment of Field Marshalship 
onto its Chief, Asim Munir, should Shehbaz 
or anyone else in the unnatural alliance 
government dare think of crossing the 
line with the Generals again.  

Not done with grand posturing, Munir 
further awarded himself the Hilal-i-Jurat 
(Pakistan’s second highest gallantry 
award ~ equivalent to India’s Maha Vir 
Chakra) to further embellish the 
over-decorated uniform of an Army that 
has never won a war, ever! 

While the larger-than-life symbolism 
of a ramrod posture or blunt (albeit, 

apolitical) language is naturally given to 
those in “uniform” across the globe, in 
Pakistan, it is additionally embellished 
with political theatrics and extra constitutional 
verbiage. Because these Generals want 
to usurp power, they make sure that they 
speak the populist language of unhinged 
and uncouth politicians to suggest their 
own nationalist “muscularity”. 

The tradition started early with the 
first native Pakistani Chief (later self-appointed 
Field Marshal and President) Ayub Khan, 
who infamously said about the Indian 
Soldier before the 1965 Indo-Pak war, 
“The Hindu has no stomach for a fight 
and can be silenced with a few blows”.  

Ayub could be (dis)credited for setting 
the template of a politicised 
Pakistani General who would 
combine blustering charisma, 
intemperate language, and 
domineering actions, to ensure 
that the Pakistani military 
remains the singular power, 
either formally, or informally 
(like now). Ayub’s successor, 
the debauch General (and 
President) Yahya Khan, carried 
on the unprofessional rhetoric 
of the “historic superiority of 
the Moslem fighters” and added 
cavalierly just before the 1971 
Indo-Pak War, “I’ll be da mned 
if I’ll see Pakistan divided”.  

Yahya’s chosen General to 
handle his Eastern theatre was 
one who preferred the moniker 
“Tiger” to be embedded in his 
name to project bravado and valour i.e., 
Lt Gen AK “Tiger” Niazi, also known as 
the “Butcher of Bangladesh” (a dishonour 
shared with yet another Pakistani General, 
Tikka Khan) for overseeing the genocide.  

Niazi had boorishly said, “Mein is 
haramzaadi quam ki nasal badal doon 
ga” (I will change the race of this bastard 

community) and also thundered, “Dacca 
will fall only over my dead body”. Later, 
the so-called “Tiger” Niazi meekly signed 
the surrender papers along with 93,000 
Pakistani soldiers. 

Later, a line of over-ambitious Pakistani 
Generals would continue conflating toxic 
religiosity, jingoistic politics, to cross-border 
activities like Generals Zia-ul-Haq, Hamid 
Gul, Mirza Aslam Baig etc., who would 
keep overstepping their functional mandate 
to the detriment of democracy in Pakistan, 
and regional peace.  

Like Zia, yet another “Mohajir” General, 
Pervez Musharraf, would attempt dangling 
his own aura with a picture of him testing 
a pistol in a forward area, with a cigarette 

dangling from the side of his 
mouth, and his beret at a rakish 
angle! 

It wasn’t just carefully 
ma nufactured imagery for a 
General trying to out-swagger 
his Punjabi-Pathan colleagues 
~  he was working simultaneously 
on his ill-fated Kargil Project. 
But as it perhaps happens only 
in Pakistan, after each military 
blunder the ‘establishment’ 
scripts its own narrative to 
suggest a different outcome, as 
many in the Pakistani narrative 
still have a very different view 
from reality about the results 
of 1965, 1971, Kargil, to now, 
even Operation Sindoor. 

Today, “Field Marshal” Asim 
Munir’s nuclear sabre-rattling 

is from the age-old playbook of Pakistani 
Generals and their penchant for thundering 
statements, however reckless and 
unbecoming of professional soldiers.  

Munir’s language reflects the sensibilities 
of fringe cadres when he supposedly 
claimed, “we are a nuclear nation, if we 
think we are going down, we’ll take half 

the world down with us” or adding to 
the debate on Indus waters by insisting, 
“We will wait for India to build a dam, 
and when it does so, we will destroy it 
with 10 missiles…The Indus river is  
not the Indians’ family property. We 
have no shortage of missiles, Praise be 
to God”. 

While it would have gladdened the 
cockles of the hyper-nationalist diaspora 
in the US and the cadres back home, the 
inherited (and shared values across the 
Line-of-Control) of British traditions like 
“Officer Like Qualities” or OLQ, were 
given a clear miss.  

The first “Hafiz” (knows the Holy 
Quran by rote) as the Head of the Pakistani 
‘establishment’ is now attempting a 
counterintuitive and unnatural ingratiation 
with the United States of America, as it 
battles religious extremism and terrorism 
created in its own nursery. 

Therefore it will be critical and imperative 
for “Field Marshal” Asim Munir to 
continuously flex the medallions on his 
chest, keep making controversial and 
provocative statements, as also keep the 
civilian politicians in check, to continue 
ruling the roost.  

The United States under the equally 
amoral Donald Trump will allow Munir 
the long rope for its own tactical, 
transactional, and topical reasons ~ after 
all, his railing and unacceptable statements 
on American soil against India (supposedly 
an ally of the US) went unchecked. 

Obsequiously, Munir had no qualms 
in joining the chorus seeking a Nobel 
Prize for Trump, and for now, he remains 
the real McCoy in the Pakistani narrative 
with Shehbaz Sharif left to carry the 
blame should something go wrong. It is 
a patented formula of the Pakistani 
‘establishment’ for long, and it usually 
ends in formalizing the initially informal 
rule by the military General.

The high temperatures this 
summer were unbearable ~ 
and so was the pressure on 
many parents. While students 

enjoy almost complete freedom during 
summer vacation, their parents and/or 
guardians are often worried to the core: 
Who's watching the kids? Are they 
becoming lazy? Will they fall behind 
academically? Are they glued to their 
smartphone/tablet screens? In their 
anxiety, some parents eagerly await the 
reopening of schools or cram courses. 

But after China implemented the 
“double reduction” policy in 2021, in 
order to ease students' burden by banning 
excessive homework and off-campus 
tutoring, the chances of cram courses' 
revival have largely disappeared. Schools 
are barred from holding formal classes 
or special tutorials during holidays, 
tutoring centers have been shut down, 
and paid private tutoring by schoolteachers 
is strictly forbidden. While the policy 
has been enforced, anxiety continues 
to plague parents. The policy was 
designed with good intentions: to reduce 
the pressure of academic overload on 
students, and make families happier. 

Some researchers, however, said the 
policy's impact has been far from uniform: 
while some families welcomed the move, 
allowing their children to relax or play 
some sports, some have doubled down 
on their children, fearing they would 
lose precious ground. After all, no parents 
want to see their children falling 
behind at the starting line. 

In such a situation, what should 
parents do? Giving children total 
freedom is not the answer nor is 
constantly pressuring children 
to keep on making achievements. 
To deal with the situation, we 
need balance, wisdom, and a 
long-term vision.  

To begin with, parents must understand 
the deeper reasons behind the “double 
reduction” policy, because it is not only 
about reducing homework, but also 
about reforming the education system, 
promoting holistic development, and 
improving the quality of teaching and 
after-school support. If parents understand 
the policy's goals, they can reduce their 
anxiety. 

They also need to recognize the 
changing nature of the world their 

children are growing up in. Today's era 
is marked by rapid technological 
advancement ~ artificial intelligence, 
quantum computing, and tools like GPT 
are reshaping industries. In such a world, 
rote learning and doing repetitive drills 
are not only ineffective but also harmful. 

They stifle curiosity and could 
lead to learning fatigue and 
emotional distress.  

Parents must shift their focus 
from their children getting high 
grades to helping sharpen their 
problem-solving skills, and 
increase their scientific knowledge. 
And the summer break is the 

perfect time for children to explore 
society and broaden horizons. 

At the same time, physical and 
emotional wellbeing should not be 
neglected. Studies have shown a worrying 
rise in issues such as myopia, obesity, 
poor posture, and anxiety among children. 
Reducing academic pressure must be 
accompanied by efforts to increase 
children's exposure to music, sports, 
art, and hands-on activities. Well-rounded 
development ~ moral, intellectual, 
physical, aesthetic and practical ~ is not 

a luxury, but a necessity for healthy 
growth.  

Yet parenting is not easy. Without 
proper guidance, some parents may 
feel frustrated and some may retreat 
entirely, while others could try to offload 
their responsibilities on others.  

Since parenting is a special skill, 
would-be and new parents should seek 
elders' advice and guidance on how to 
bring up children. Parents who reflect 
on their behavior and seek guidance 
tend to feel more confident. And confidence 
is an antidote to anxiety. 

Another crucial factor in parenting is 
the role of fathers. In many households, 
parenting duties are disproportionately 
shared by mothers. This "widowed 
parenting" practice leaves children 
without a strong male role model and 
mothers feeling overwhelmed.  

A father's steady presence, quiet 
authority and long-term influence  
help shape children's character, and 
build resilience in them. When both 
parents share the parenting duties, the 
family functions better and children 
benefit from a more balanced, secure 
upbringing.

Alternate voice 
Sir, This has reference to the article 

“Trump vs BRICS” by Ash Narain Roy, 
published  today. BRICS today is more 
than just a club of emerging economies; 
it is a statement of intent. Its very rise 
unsettles Western analysts because it 
dares to imagine a world where the West 
is not at the steering wheel. By pushing 
for de-dollarization, setting up its own 
financial institutions, and rallying the 
Global South around the idea of multipolarity, 
BRICS is quietly rewriting the rules of 
the game.  

The message is subtle yet unmistakable: 
the age of Western monopoly over global 
governance is waning. This is not a 
rejection of the West, but a refusal to 
accept its exclusivity. In short, BRICS is 
not seeking to burn the old house down 
- it is simply building another one where 
more nations have a say at the table. 

This explains why Donald Trump and 
others see red when they hear the name 
BRICS. For decades, America has thrived 
on a world order where Western dominance 
was never questioned, and rivals were 
easily boxed in. BRICS threatens that 
comfort zone by proving that alternatives 
are possible, and that the Global South 
need not remain silent spectators. Trump’s 
instinctive hostility is less about ideology 
and more about power ~ he recognizes 
that if BRICS succeeds, America’s role as 

global umpire will no longer be guaranteed. 
The truth is, BRICS does not dream of a 
world without the West, but of a world 
where the West is just one voice among 
many. And that, for Washington, is 
perhaps the most radical vision of all. 

Yours, etc., 
Narayanan Kizhumundayur,  

Thrissur, 19 August. 
 

Dump him 
Sir, Why should we as a sovereign, 

independent country be a hanger-on at 
the table of Donald Trump, President of 
America? Why are we waiting for what 
he next throws at us in terms of tariffs or 
other restrictive trade measures? It's time 
to stop this.  

If Trump can do what he wants, then 
we should also do clearly and without 
ambiguity what we want. Stop all trade 
with the USA, put an embargo on them, 

blacklist them, impose sanctions on 
them. Freeze all relations with them.  

This will teach Trump a lesson and 
get him to open his eyes and see reason. 
If he does not change his position then 
all the better. We can go our way and he 
can go his.  

There are enough other markets in 
this world where we can make up for the 
trade we lose by not dealing with the 
USA. It may take us some time but long 
term it is a better option.  

We also have a huge domestic market 
and we can divert these goods into the 
local market. The other day there was 
news that Andhra Pradesh is planning 
to sell shrimps which are being priced 
out because of the US tariff imposition 
to the local market. Time for us to show 
some self-respect rather than wait to see 
what Trump will do. 

Yours, etc., S Kamat, 
Mysuru, 17 August.

Bolivia’s presidential election has set the stage for a 
political transformation, unprecedented in nearly two 
decades. The preliminary results, which place Senator 
Rodrigo Paz Pereira in the lead and former president 

Jorge Quiroga in second position, mark a decisive moment in 
the country’s democratic journey. A run-off in October will 
determine the winner, but the real story is already clear: 
Bolivia’s long-standing experiment with leftist dominance may 
have run its course. For almost twenty years, the Movimiento al 
Socialismo (MAS) defined the country’s political landscape. 
From Evo Morales’s sweeping rise in 2006 to Luis Arce’s tenure 
in more recent years, the left’s grip seemed unshakeable. Mr 
Morales, with his deep grassroots base, positioned himself as 
the voice of indigenous identity and economic nationalism. Yet 
over time, the economic dividends of that model withered. 
Inflation, food and fuel shortages, declining reserves, and 
mounting debt eroded public patience. What was once seen as 
empowerment became associated with stagnation and 
mismanagement.  

The election’s outcome reflects both fatigue and anger. The 
humiliation faced by MAS candidates at polling stations ~   
being booed, jeered, or even attacked ~ symbolises the scale      
of disillusionment. This is not merely a rejection at the ballot     
box but a broader collapse of credibility for a movement that 
once claimed to embody Bolivia’s future. Mr Morales’s 
continuing shadow only deepens the divisions. Barred from 
running, facing legal troubles, yet unwilling to retreat, he        
has become a destabilising factor even for those within his 
former ranks.  

By contrast, Mr Paz Pereira’s appeal lies not in lofty ideology 
but in pragmatic promises: decentralising funds, widening 
access to credit, encouraging formal business, and reducing 
barriers to trade. His slogan of “capitalism for all” encapsulates 
the yearning of many Bolivians for opportunity beyond the 
state-centric approach that has dominated their economy. Mr 
Quiroga, though more rooted in the country’s political past, 
represents a similar tilt toward markets and foreign 
engagement. 

The implications go far beyond domestic politics. Bolivia 
holds some of the world’s richest lithium reserves, an 
increasingly strategic resource in the global shift toward 
renewable energy. For years, resource nationalism limited 
foreign investment in this sector. A government more open to 
partnerships could attract the kind of capital and technology 
needed to transform Bolivia into a central player in the energy 
transition. At the same time, a pivot away from reliance on 
China, Russia, and Iran and toward a rapprochement with the 
United States could reshape Bolivia’s foreign relations after 
decades of tension. What the election shows most vividly is  
that Bolivians are ready to gamble on change. The socialist     
era promised dignity and delivered some gains, but its end is 
now written in the anger on the streets and the ballots cast at 
the polls. Whoever wins the run-off will inherit a crisis, but also 
an unmistakable mandate: to break with the past and deliver a 
different future. 

Borrowed Time 

Turning Point 

It will be critical and imperative 
for ‘Field Marshal’ Asim Munir 
to continuously flex the 
medallions on his chest, keep 
making controversial and 
provocative statements, as also 
keep the civilian politicians in 
check, to continue ruling the 
roost. The United States under 
the equally amoral Donald 
Trump will allow Munir the 
long rope for its own tactical, 
transactional, and topical 
reasons ~ after all, his railing 
and unacceptable statements 
on American soil against India 
(supposedly an ally of the US) 
went unchecked 
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News Items

Expanding the education eco-system
V K PAUL, SHASHANK SHAH AND 
ARUNAVA DEY 
 

The National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020 has 
i n t r o d u c e d  a 
transformative approach 

to India's higher education system 
with theaim to achieve the three 
primacies of access, quality and 
future readiness.Itemphasizes 
setting up more Higher Education 
Institutions (HEIs) in underserved 
areas to ‘ensure full access, equity, 
and inclusion’while recommending 
at least one large multidisciplinary 
HEI in or near every district.It 
has proposed a 50 per cent Gross 
Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher 
education by 2035, which would 
n e a r l y  d o u b l e  t h e  s t u d e n t 
p o p u l a t i o n  f r o m  4 . 3 3  c r o r e 
(2021-22) in a decade. This would 
make India the world’s largest 
higher  e ducat ion system.  To 
accommodate this massive growth, 
India will need to nearly double 
its current number of universities. 

An analysis  of  the  c urrent 
g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f 
universities in India reveals that 
over the last seven decades, their 
locations have been primarily 
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  s u p p l y- s i d e 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n 
demand-driven factors. As a result, 
universities are concentrated in 
and around urban centres, rather 
than being spread across districts. 
For a more balanced distribution 
over the next decade, evidence-based 
spatial analyses can help provide 
insights for the strategic location 
ofnew universities across India. 

The Ministr y  of  E ducation 
publishes the All-India Survey 
on Higher Education (AISHE), 
an annual  rep or t  that  of fers 

comprehensive insights into the 
state of higher education across 
the country. When combined with 
available demographic data, this 
information holds signif icant 
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a n a l ys i n g  t h e 
geographical distribution and 
concentration of colleges and 
universit ies.  I t  a lso provides 
policymakers with valuable evidence 
to recommend optimal locations 
for establishing new universities. 
The key highlights are published 
alongside 

A recent Working Paper by NITI 
A ayo g  o n  ‘ E s t a b l i s h i n g  N e w 
Universities in India’ used in-depth 
spatial and statistical analysis to 
provide insights at three levels. 
District-level: There are 81 

districts with 50 or more colleges, 
but no universities. Given their 
large population base and demand 
for higher education, these districts 
may consider establishment of 
new cluster universities.UP accounts 
for 32 of these districts, followed 

by Maharashtra with 13 districts.In 
UP, 32 State Public Universities 
(SPUs) have an exceptionally high 
number of 8,375affiliated colleges. 
This translates to 262 colleges 
per SPU. While UP comprises 
ab out  7.8  p er  cent  of  India’s 
u n i ve r s i t i e s ,  i t  a c c o u n t s  f o r 
approximately 18.4 per cent of 
colleges. This situation provides 
an opportunity for focused efforts 
to integrate high potential colleges 
i n t o  c l u s t e r  u n i ve r s i t i e s  f o r 
decentralized capacity expansion. 
Region-level: After mapping 

the location of existing universities, 
spatial autocorrelation identifies 
contiguous regions spanning 
multiple districts with low university 
presence. These regions account 
for more than 75 per cent of 
Aspirational Districts,  spread 
a c r o s s f o u r  m a j o r  a r e a s : 
North-eastern States (especially 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, and 
Manipur), eastern Maharashtra 
with south-western Odisha, eastern 

Madhya Pradesh with south-eastern 
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, and 
eastern Gujarat with neighbouring 
we s t e r n  M a d hya  P r a d e sh .To 
enhance higher education access 
in these underserved regions, 
establishing new and specialized 
universities tailored to local needs 
is recommended. 
State-level: A composite index 

created using five key indicators 
h e l p e d  e va l u a t e  d e m a n d  f o r 
universities at the state-level. The 
index includedtwopositive factors 
where higher values indicate 
greater demand: percentage of 
state’s  p opulation relative to 
national population, and percentage 
of 18-23-year-olds within the state. 
It also used threenegative factors 
where lower values indicate higher 
demand: GER in the state, and 
ratio of universities and colleges 
per lakh population.  

States with higher composite 
scores in the indexindicate a 
requirement for more universities 
to meet existing demand. The 
analysis indicates thatUP, India’s 
most populous state,  has the 
greatest need for new universities. 
Other large states with significant 
populations such as Maharashtra, 
West Bengal, Bihar, Rajasthan, 
and Madhya Pradesh, also emerge 
as high-priority areas.This is 
despite signif icant growth in 
number of universities in these 
states between 2012 and 2022— 
Maharashtra increased from 45 
to 74, West Bengal from 26 to 58, 
Bihar from 20 to 37, Rajasthan 
from 47 to 90, and Madhya Pradesh 
from 36 to 77.  

While planning for creation 
and/or expansion of universities, 
greenfield and brownfield, it is 
essential to account for multiple 

factors in addition to spatial and 
statistical analysis and conduct 
detailed micro-scale studies. These 
would involve careful evaluation 
of regional demand,socio-economic 
character ist ics ,  accessibi l i ty, 
proximity to existing universities, 
and opportunities for collaboration 
with academic institutions, research 
organisations, and industries.  

In addition to expansion, clear 
prioritisation in four areas is crucial 
for success of new universities. 
Firstly, developing specialized 
curricula that enhances skilling 
and employability in emerging 
fields.Secondly, designing courses 
that ensure quality education, 
nurture human values, promote 
so cio - cultural  identit ies,  and 
strengthen teacher training. Thirdly, 
transforming universities into 
multidisciplinary hubs equipped 
with state-of-the-art infrastructure 
including smart classrooms, digital 
libraries, cutting-edge research 
centres, incubation hubs, and robust 
sports and wellness facilities. Lastly, 
fostering gender-inclusive campuses 
with hostels and barrier-free access 
for Divyangjan. These would ensure 
holistic and comprehensive higher 
education for all. 

To achievethe vision of Viksit 
Bharat@2047, a strategic shift in 
approach for creation of new universities 
is needed. This involves moving 
away from traditional supply-based 
resource planning to demand-driven, 
proactive planning. Incorporating 
evidence-based statistical analyses 
alongside spatial evaluations can 
ensure an effective, efficient, inclusive, 
and sustainable expansion of higher 
education infrastructure. 

 
(The writers are, respectively, Member, Senior 
Specialist and Research Officer at NITI Aayog. The 
views expressed are personal.)

OCCASIONAL NOTE 
 
THE University of Calcutta has been divided 
in counsel about what amount of money is 
needed to put its postgraduate departments 
in proper order. It set the Government of Bengal 
an awkward problem to solve, but the Legislative 
Council has to some extent prejudged the case 
by calling on Government to make a grant of 
three lakhs. This was inevitable after the 
statutory grant to the Dacca University, 
Government could not put up much of a defence 
against a proposal to treat the University of 
Calcutta also with some generosity. Sir P. C. 
Mitter argued that the grant to both universities 
should be put on a statutory basis, and whatever 
may be the present views of Government, it 
will find it hard to shut to one and the greater 
institution a door which has been opened to 
the other. Universities must cut their coats 
according to their cloth, but they are quite 
justified in getting all the cloth they can provided 
that they use it well. There is no limit to what 
they can do if they have the resources.

NEW ERA IN FLYING 

“BUILDING NATION OF 
AIRMEN” 
LONDON, AUG. 19. 

A NEW era in flying was inaugurated with 
the opening in London to-day of the Light 
Ae r o p l a n e  C l u b  b y  S i r  P h i l i p  S a s s o o n , 
Under-Secretary for Air, who made the first 
flight, in a de Haviland “Moth.” 

The club is the first of six to be established 
in England under the Air Ministry scheme. 
Full membership for London, which is limited 
to a hundred, has already been reached and 
is drawn from all classes. In the words of the 
Under-Secretary “from dukes to butchers.” 

Sir Philip Sassoon predicted that flying 
would soon be a popular sport and should 
help the Ministry to attain its ideal of building, 
up a nation of airmen. Twenty members to-day 
made half-hour flights, including a lady. 

Already the membership list is full, including 
barristers, artisans, six women and two Members 
of the House of Commons. Ten hours of 
instructional flying will cost thirty shillings, 
after which those qualified will pay £1 per 
hour for the use of an aeroplane.— Reuter. 

 

CHINESE BAN ON  
BRITISH SHIPS 

VIOLATION OF 
TREATY RIGHTS 
LONDON, AUG. 19. 

AUTHORITATIVE circles in London are now 
concerned with the action of the Canton 
Government in banning the free movement of 
British ships to and from the Chinese ports, 
which obviously calls for some definite step on 
the part of Britain, as it constitutes a flagrant 
violation of the Treaty rights of foreign Governments. 
The British Government will very fully and 
carefully consider the whole position before 
coming to a definite decision. —Reuter. 

 

SURPRISE FOR SWARAJISTS 

WHY MOTIONS 
WERE WITHDRAWN 

The tactics adopted by the Swarajists in the 
Bengal Legislative Council yesterday tended to 
emphasize the weakness in the party which had 
been apparent throughout the entire session. 

Apparently, owing to their weakness, and, 
with a view to obstructing the discussion of 
non-official resolutions, which included one 
dealing with the payment of salaries to the 
Ministers for the period they had worked, the 
Swarajists and their allies adopted methods 
which resulted in a completion of the Government 
business in the short space of two hours. But 
there was a surprise in store for them. 

At Wednesday’s meeting, the President informed 
the Council that His Excellency the Governor 
was not prepared to grant a day exclusively for 
the transaction of non-official business, but that 
if the Government business was not concluded 
the following day, another day might be devoted 
for the purpose, a part of which could be spent 
in dealing with the non-official business. The 
Swarajists apparently thought that, if the 
Government business was completed yesterday, 
no further time would be granted for the dispatch 
of non-official resolutions, and they accordingly 
withdrew almost all the motions standing in 
their names for either refusal or reduction of 
various supplementary demands, which were 
thereupon granted. 

ACROSS 
 

6    Pull bat away 

regularly after 

proper bloomer  

(7) 

7    Uncanny, Dot 

(single) making 

right move twice in 

highly-strung state 

(5) 

9    Setter�s power as 

mischief-maker  

(3) 

10 His older TV�s 

repair is not long-

lasting (5-5) 

11 Guy more than 

once needing to 

make a dash for it, 

reportedly (5) 

13 Recording that 

male setter�s given 

6D 10 things (8) 

15  Stopped talking 

and did 

postprandial 

chore? (5,2) 

16  Excessive as cost 

might be, if 

broadcaster under 

influence of a 

drug? (3-4) 

20  Creative person 

gets home by 

taking second 

north out of IOW 

town (8) 

23  Manners shown by 

Dr. Dre? Not at 

first, in today�s 

theme ... (5) 

24  Unusually large 

pets receiving 

hard-7 messages? 

(10) 

27  Country where 

setters introduce 

thematic content 

in left/right 

columns (3) 

28  On the way out, 

Indy�s recycled? 

Good (5) 

29  Creative use of e.g. 

Corel 6D (2,5) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    Having lost case, 

simply with no case 

to lose (8) 

2    Setters� pleasure 

trips no longer 

starting with a 

thematic dash (4) 

3    German city�s 

missing hotel by 

river, previously 

knocked down (3,4) 

4    Pull up after taking 

the lead from 

Steve Cram  

(4) 

5    Element nitrogen is 

missing from 

compound number 

1 (6) 

6    Portrait�s head isn�t 

the Queen, 

according to artist 

(7) 

8    Read out, say, 

writing that�s 

depressingly dull in 

literary terms (5) 

12  Burst of letters 

from higher up, 

thematically (5) 

14  Stink is about fine? 

That�s nonsense  

(5) 

17  Very strong man in 

Cheers, playing 

university lecturer 

(8) 

18  Suggest a possible 

case for secret 

police (7) 

19  Stuck bug on leads 

of peripheral 

electronic devices? 

That�s about right 

(7) 

21  Very much 

recovered at last, 

after turning up 

gas (2,3) 

22  Wasted time 

during last two-

thirds of second 

half? It makes you 

sick! (6) 

25  Gregory�s car 

registration? 

Sydney�s, actually 

(4) 

26  Avoiding 27, maybe 

Frankfurter is wise 

(4)

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9 10

11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29

R O A M W E L L B O R I N G
A L B X A V D A
V I L L A P O S T E R I O R
I I R E E R O L
S E N E G A L R I C O T T A
H V A B O N

P A L I S A D E N O S E D
I N D A F E

S I N A I U N M A I L E D
U N L D D U
B Y S I G H T L I E D O W N
S H C E I N U K
I S O T H E R M S C U B A N
D N I E Z E L O
E X A S P E R A T E T E X T

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

YesterdayÊs Solution

P E R S P E C T I V E
100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman  
dated 21 August 1925

LEELADHAR JOSHI 
 

Social media and new portals 
in Nepal are abuzz with 
excitement as the NADA 
Auto Show 2025 in 

Kathmandu is expected to showcase 
a flying car, technically known as 
eVTOL (electric Vertical Take-Off 
and Landing) aircraft. Public display 
of this novel technology, known as 
Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) in a 
wider sense, marks a significant 
step towards innovative future 
transportation, one that seems 
essential  for  Nepal  g iven i ts 
geographical constraints. 

Exhibition and execution are 
quite different things. The opportunities 
it unlocks are exciting, while the 
path to operation is challenging. 
Meanwhile, a nuanced understanding 
of  this  novel  te chnology,  i ts 
developmental impacts and potential 
implementation challenges may 
turn expectations into reality. 

AAM signifies a remarkable 
shift in aviation technology, with 
the potential to revolutionise the 
aviation sector. It can operate at 
lower altitude and shorter range, 
requires minimal infrastructure 
a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  m a k i n g  i t 
well-positioned to deliver cleaner, 
s a f e r ,  q u i e t e r ,  f l e x i b l e  a n d 
cost-effective transport solutions 
compared to conventional means. 

Over 267 cities and regions across 
63 countries are planning or piloting 
AAM initiatives. Commercial launches 
are expected in countries such as the 
US, China, South Korea, France, Japan 
and Saudi Arabia by 2026. 

A wide variety of eVTOL aircraft 
types have already been developed. 
Alongside the setting up of vital 
infrastructures, such as vertiports, 
is also gaining pace. As of February 
2025, 1,504 vertiports are planned 

globally, a sharp rise from 1,004 
in September 2024, with China 
accounting for over 50 per cent 
of all projects. 

Leading aviation authorities of 
the world released a joint AAM 
roadmap in June 2025 to guide 
certification, coordination, regulation 
and social acceptance of air taxis 
and drone op erat ions.  South 
Ko r e a n  c o m p a ny  O P PAV ' s 
manned-unmanned eVTOL ran 
a successful flight test in 2023 
and Chinese Ehang’s EH216-S 
received certification for passenger 
use. This underscores the global 
momentum towards pilotless air 
mobility. Market forecasts also 
highl ight  substantial  growth 
potential for AAM. The global 
AAM market was valued at USD 
11.5 billion in 2024 and is expected 
to reach USD 73.5 billion by 2034. 

W i t h  r e g u l a t o r y  s a n d b ox 
environments for flight testing 
and public-private partnerships 
with major eVTOL manufacturers, 
global leaders are supporting 
AAM developments. Saudi Arabia’s 
ambitious NEOM city project and 
Dubai’s readiness with certified 
vertiports further demonstrate 
the potential of this novel technology. 

Connectivity in Nepal is severely 
hamp ere d by i ts  r ug ge d and 
disaster-prone terrain. Dispersed 
rural settlements and unreliable 
transport infrastructures exacerbate 
the situation. Roads are often hard 
to build and maintain due to harsh 
topography and frequent disasters. 
Air travel remains crucial while 
affected by limited infrastructures, 
topography and weather constraints. 

AAM offers a game-changing 
solution to the country’s transportation 
problems.  I t  is  an agi le  and 
environmentally friendly option 
that  can bypass  damage d or 

non-existent roads and operate in 
previously unreachable areas. It 
can improve healthcare, reducing 
fatalities via rapid deployment of 
medical supplies and personnel, 
including emergency medical 
evacuations. The novel technology 
accelerates economic activities and 
growth, offering market access to 
local producers and farmers producing 
goods that often struggle to reach 
the market. It also supports tourism 
by establishing connectivity with 
previously isolated tourist attractions. 

AAM could support disaster 
preparedness and prompt response 
via the timely deployment of essentials 
during disaster incidents. Aerial 
surveillance and real-time mapping 
and fire-fighting capabilities further 
enhance effective disaster response, 
minimising potential losses. 

Being emission-free and quieter, 
AAM vehicles offer environmental 
advantages. Unlike other countries 
still relying on polluting sources 
for electricity generation, Nepal 
c o u l d  l e ve r a g e  i t s  a b u n d a n t 
hydropower potential for charging  
eVTOLs. Apart from the transport 
revolution, AAM offers a platform 
f o r  i n n ova t i o n  a n d  s k i l l s 
development. The youth population 
of Nepal makes it well-positioned 
to develop human capital in terms 
of AAM pilots, technicians and 
drone engineers. Thus, AAM holds 
revolutionary potential for Nepal 
to help overcome geographical 
barriers, boost economic resilience 
and advance multiple SDGs. 

Despite the promising prospects, 
the successful adoption of AAM 
in Nepal seems challenging. The 
absence of a legal and institutional 
f r a m e wo r k ,  r o b u s t  a i r s p a c e 
management provisions and safety 
protocols, including pilot licensing 
f o r  o p e r a t i n g  e V T O L s  a n d 

autonomous aircraft, could hinder 
timely adoption. Nepal could face 
challenges in operating eVTOLs 
at higher altitudes to meet its 
rural connectivity needs, as most 
commercial eVTOLs are designed 
to operate in urban settings within 
lower altitudes. Similarly, battery 
efficiency and lift capacity could 
be affected by climatic conditions 
and weather patterns. Additionally, 
the limited range and payload of 
current models may restrict their 
usefulness for longer or heavier 
routes in Nepal’s  challenging 
landscapes. The absence of essentials 
such as vertiports, reliable 5G 
connectivity, dedicated charging 
stations and robust electric grids, 
especially in rural and remote 
areas, could further delay the 
implementation and operation. 

A dearth of technical expertise 
and workforce in AAM technologies 
creates a barrier to successful 
adoption. Building domestic expertise 
in advanced aviation technology, 
maintenance and regulatory affairs 
will require substantial investment 
in education and training. Furthermore, 
being a novel technology, the start-up 
costs for aircraft procurement, 
including infrastructure development 
and workforce training, are expected 
to be high. This could affect investment 
decisions and the willingness of a 
financially weak country like Nepal. 

Low public awareness about 
this emerging technology may 
result  in public mistrust and 
reluctance in the adoption of 
aerial mobility services, while 
raising awareness will require 
additional investments. 

Given Nepal's technical, financial 
and human resource constraints 
in the field of modern aviation, an 
incremental approach with extensive 
international collaboration is required 

to harness the full potential of 
AAM. For the safe and impactful 
adoption, it is necessary to provision 
a dedicated task force under the 
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and 
Civi l  Aviat ion (MoCTCA) in 
collaboration with key line ministries 
for cross-sector alignment. A National 
AAM Roadmap could set a clear 
timeline and organise necessary 
resources. Adopting available guiding 
materials like the Asia-Pacific AAM 
Reference could facilitate regulatory 
planning and governance. 

International collaboration and 
private sector engagement are key 
to harnessing AAM's potential. 
Regional and global engagement 
with AAM adopters and pioneers 
could help gain momentum. Partnering 
and promoting the private sector 
via tax incentives and regulatory 
arrangements could assist research 
and development of technology 
compatible with Nepal. 

The government should focus 
on the implementation of pilot 
projects in collaboration between 
CAAN, Nepal Army, academic 
institutions and the private sector 
with regulatory sandboxes to ease 
testing in early stages. For initial 
deployment, we could prioritise 
medical logistics, disaster response. 

For infrastructure readiness, it 
is necessary to plan and invest 
in vertiports and dedicated charging 
stations at strategic locations. 
Additionally, timely investment 
in  training programs for  the 
necessary workforce is necessary 
for seamless deployment. 

The expected exhibition of 
eVTOL symbolises Nepal’s interest 
in next-generation mobility but 
also highlights the gap between 
aspiration and readiness. 

 
The Kathmandu Post/ANN.

A fix for Nepal’s transportation woes?



DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 

Two men met in Alaska last week. They were supposed to
have a formal talk feast rounded off with a ceasefire dessert,
but it all ended as a piecemeal summit where only starters-
symbolism and PR-were served. One terrifies the world with
his icy stare and iron fist; the other makes it shake its head
in disbelief, sometimes even in hopeless laughter. One
threatens with tanks, the other with tweets. Both rule with
trademark authority, but are poles apart in how they
nurture their realities and project themselves to the world.
And yet, only one of them has begun to capture my admi-
ration — slowly, grudgingly, and, most of all, ironically.

I never thought I’d say this, not in ten lifetimes, but here
I am, finding a peculiar kind of love for the man who rep-
resents everything wacky and preposterous in the world

today. This newfound affection did not develop in spite of
his unapologetic bluster and bombast, but because of them.
Who doesn’t love a showman, after all? Truth be told, I have
never seen anyone turn mass ridicule to personal advan-
tage the way he does. Every gaffe, every outrageous claim,
every mangled sentence that should have sunk another
politician only seems to buoy him up further and make his
brand of politics and posturing a reality no one can ignore.
He has mastered the rare art of converting mockery into
momentum, of transforming jeers into headlines, and head-
lines into power. And now, every time he is due to appear
on the screen, I stay glued not just to listen to his grand
gibberish but to see how this would be translated around
the world as veritable geopolitical pronouncements.

It tickles me to see nations and their governing
machineries huddle into solemn discussions the moment
there is a dubious murmur coming out of the showman’s
mouth. It makes me wonder if he prepares a list of outra-
geous decisions and declarations to shock the world day
after day, or if he is just a natural impressionist with endless
flair for the absurd. If it is the latter, then my love for him
will only organically grow, for no one in this world can
command attention, spark panic, and dominate news with
such effortless chaos. He does it with a wink, a tweet, or
a pinched finger, and yet, the world bends to listen. No one
has the audacity to pick up the phone and say, “Stop the

war,” or the cheek to run phoney peace campaigns in the
hope of grabbing the Nobel Prize or making “you are fired”
a catchphrase as him. He has a rare acumen that arches
over the business, the political, and the theatrical. He can
leave you befuddled with his shifting stances and yet be
confident in his manner. 

There is something almost liberating in that carelessness,
a reckless authenticity that bends rules, mocks expecta-
tions, and somehow commands respect from a majority
of his countrymen. In a world so obsessed with perfection
and image, he reminds me that sometimes, power rests
not in control but in the fearless freedom to be unapolo-
getically, irrepressibly oneself. We admire people who have
the courage to be utterly themselves, even if it makes the
rest of us squirm.

And here I am, admitting, with a mixture of disbelief and
a strange sort of delight for being an oddball, that I admire
a man who could never fit into any mould I know, yet
somehow commands my attention, my bemusement, and,
yes, my reluctant liking. I may not vote him to power, not
even to be the president of a residential society, but I will
remember him fondly as one of the most curiously com-
pelling disruptors I have ever known.
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One hopes that similarly, a lesson from
World War Two is not being forgotten again,
by the educated and affluent American nation.

Though success is an intoxicating drug, the
intoxication disappears with failure. It is dif-
ficult to predict what will eventually happen
in the “new style” being played out in the USA,
although the American culture is more akin to
the Anglo-Saxon temperament. Therefore,
one can only wait, watch and see.

As someone who was brought up by an
American-educated father (he studied in
Boston in the late 1920s), I would be much less
hasty in judging the drama currently being
played out in America, for three very conscious
reasons. One, as a banker of the invaluable
dollar, the USA must consider sobriety as the
soul of responsibility. The current style of its
current President and the acolytes around him
appears not only unconventional, but also
unsustainable for long. 

Two, in order to command faith, the world’s
most powerful country must be consistent, for
decades if not centuries. Three, as the only
power to have used the atom bomb, the USA
must now ensure that it does not frighten the
dominantly non-nuclear world. 

During the recently concluded conflict
between Israel and Iran in West Asia, American
bombers bombed Iranian nuclear facilities.
Many Iranians were for their part, really
apprehensive: what would the Pentagon do in

case an Iranian weapon fired in retaliation hurt
the USA somewhere?

All in all, binding faith in a country’s ethnics
and good-will should behove a leader of a
nation, and especially a nation like the USA.
What Pakistan or North Korea can get away is
something the USA can ill-afford. 

In this context, President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s conduct during the years of his
presidency, particularly during the Second
World War, is shining enough for his succes-
sors to follow. 

The imposition of punishment and penalties
may satisfy one’s immediate constituency, but
what would be the effect on the world audi-
ence is a question. By US volumes of 
trade, imports and exports from India would
be comparably smaller; so, would be the gain
and losses. 

Why risk and throw away all the praises
showered on Prime Minister Narendra Modi all
these years by trying to earn a comparative-
ly small sum of dollars? Moreover, Indians are
one-fifth of the world’s people.

The Indian economy today is not what it was
during the times of Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira
Gandhi. We are now the world’s fourth largest
economy and are contributing close to 18 per
cent to global economic growth annually,
while the USA’s contribution at 11 per cent, is
actually lower than India’s! Surely, this reality
should be sobering enough for this tariff-happy.

Editor’s  

After a long gap and years of tension, there is some respite in
India-China relations. For the past few years it has been an
uneasy relationship, even the visa services were disrupted
between the two countries. However, after a low point in
relations after incidents like Galwan clash in 2020, things are
now looking up. Visa services are restored and now more
confidence-building measures are expected which would at
least make relations functional if not cordial.

In a significant breakthrough signalling a thaw in bilateral
relations, India and China have taken decisive steps to reset
their diplomatic and strategic engagement. A high-level
meeting   between visiting Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar has broken the ice. The discussions,
focused on building trust and reducing tensions, resulted in
the agreement to work toward an early settlement of the
longstanding boundary issue. An Expert Group under the
Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on
India-China Border Affairs (WMCC) will now be set up to
explore a mutually acceptable framework for delimiting the
border. This will involve defining the boundary legally and
politically without necessarily erecting physical markers on
the ground. The meeting also reaffirmed previous consensus
reached at Kazan, emphasising a fair and reasonable
approach based on the 2005 Agreement on Political
Parameters and Guiding Principles for Settlement of the
Boundary Question.

Beyond security and diplomacy, the dialogue also touched
on people-to-people and economic ties where both nations
agreed to resume direct flights at the earliest, ease visa
facilitation, and expand Indian pilgrimages to Mount Kailash
and Lake Manasarovar. Border trade is set to resume at three
designated points-Lipulekh Pass, Shipki La, and Nathu La-
while discussions will continue to enhance trade and
investment flows. This was indeed unthinkable a few months
back. The visit comes against a complex backdrop of global
economic tensions. India recently faced US President Donald
Trump’s announcement of a 25 per cent tariff on Indian
goods, with an additional levy on oil imports from Russia.
Similarly, the US and China remain locked in tariff disputes.
Improved India-China relations could help both countries
better navigate these shifting economic dynamics, reducing
dependency on Western markets and creating space for
bilateral cooperation. Ironically it is Trump who is facilitating
Indo-China rapprochement. Security cooperation is also likely
to be strengthened. The two countries have agreed to
establish General Level Mechanisms in the Eastern and
Middle Sectors in addition to the existing mechanism in the
Western Sector. A working group under the WMCC will focus
on effective border management to ensure continued peace
and stability. Prime Minister Modi is expected to attend the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCOrapprochement)
summit in China later this year, signalling India’s willingness
to engage constructively on multilateral platforms.

India and China are making concerted efforts to resolve long
standing issues that have plagued the relations between the

two countries but the momentum must be maintained

India-China: Towards

Rapprochement

Hugs and fists endure
For all the variations in tone and temperament of suc-
cessive leaders, one thing has remained constant in
Washington: America’s relations with others are
guided by interests, never sentiment. Donald Trump was
perhaps unique only in dropping the veil of niceties, but
the transactional core was always there.

With China, the equation has been even more clear-
cut-an adversarial current running without pause for
six decades, no matter the passing optics of summits
or smiles.

Which is why our present theatre of strained gestures
toward the United States, or the forced courtesies with
Beijing, are unlikely to endure as grand milestones. They
will pass, as they have before, with the pendulum swing-
ing back to the familiar blend of hugs and fists in both
directions.

Russia, by contrast, has stood apart, often less a
partner of convenience than a comrade of conviction,
stitched in the sturdy fabric of trust. Even as interests
shift, trust has a longer shelf life, and the Russian bear
hug stays warm.

In geopolitics, sentiment bends easily, but trust
endures. For India, navigating this triad means balanc-
ing pragmatism with memory

R NARAYANAN | MUMBAI

Assault on Delhi Chief Minister
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta was assaulted on
Wednesday morning by a man from Gujarat 
during a weekly public hearing at her official residence
in Civil Lines. 

The alleged attacker, identified as Sakariya Rajeshbhai
Khimjibhai from Rajkot district, was promptly restrained
by the CM’s security entourage before the police took
him into custody for questioning.

Sakariya, 41, allegedly attacked Gupta when his turn
arrived while the CM was listening to grievances
during a Jan Sunwai (public hearing) programme.

I strongly condemn this incident, which is a coward-
ly attack. In a democracy, there is space for disagree-
ment and protest, but there is no place for violence. 

This is very sad; politics must be free of violence. The
BJP is the mother of violence. People are angry with the
BJP as the promises made are not being fulfilled.
Whoever is behind this should be investigated.
However, as the BJP used to say when Arvind Kejriwal
was attacked — that he had staged it himself-now the
same question must be asked.

This incident also highlights the unsafe nature of Delhi.
If the CM of Delhi is not safe, how can an ordinary man
or woman be safe?

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

Rahul’s Allegations Turn Heat on EC
Come important elections, whether in a State or at the
Centre, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi comes up with
provocative and sensational issues. 

In the run-up to the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, he coined
the slogan Chowkidar Chor Hai in reference to Prime
Minister Modi, which reportedly left even some seasoned
senior leaders in the Congress squirming and for which
he subsequently apologised in the Supreme Court. As for
the voters, they expressed their displeasure abundantly
through the ballot.

Now Rahul has turned his ire on the Election
Commission, accusing it of “vote theft and inflated voter
lists” in support of the ruling BJP. When the EC chal-
lenged him to either submit an affidavit in support of
his allegations or apologise, he threatened punitive
action against the CEC and colleagues if and when the
INDIA bloc comes to power, as if that were the foremost
task of a new Government.

For far too long, politicians have abused or intimidat-
ed officials and constitutional functionaries, with the
latter often silent to avoid confrontation. This trend
cannot continue indefinitely. If Rahul has proof, he
should place it before the public; likewise, the EC should
refute with facts, not engage in a street brawl.

V JAYARAMAN | CHENNAI

TAKE

ASHA IYER 
KUMAR

Evidently, Donald Trump, as President of the USA,
is performing a rather comical dance of tariff for
the benefit of his American audience. In the very
initial days of his second presidency, he did
display flashes of social memory from the
days of his German origin. Some history is
instructive here. 

Adolf Hitler, the Nazi dictator of Germany had
taken over Czechoslovakia by calling its prime
minister Emile Hacha to his chancellery in Berlin,
and by threatening him and his country’s secu-
rity, drove him to collapse. The old man, to save
his country from destruction, surrendered to
Germany. But no sooner than the stricken
prime minister returned to Prague, he jumped
out of the fourth floor to end his life. The shame
of surrendering to the Nazis had been too much
to bear.

Austria too was taken over without pulling a
trigger. Its chancellor was most unhappy, but
the majority of the people were rather pleased
at this union called Anschluss. One also cannot
forget the forcible incorporation of Sudetenland,
the western part of Czechoslovakia. This hap-
pened with the blessings of the British and
French governments, in a sellout that was adver-
tised as “preserving peace in our time”.

Immediately upon assuming office for the
second time in January 2025, President Trump
asked Denmark, a Western country and NATO
ally, to simply hand over Greenland, which is
Denmark’s territory, without a murmur. What
was even more audacious was to ask the
Canadian government to make the country join
the US as its 51th state (the Pacific Ocean
island territory of Hawaii having been the
50th to do). 

The President’s new style of different tariffs
for different countries seems to depend upon
the mood of the White House. Whatever the
merits of this new style, it has certainly helped
him keep the World Trade Organization (WTO)
out of the American window. 
The “new style” has also gold plated itself with
an aircraft, which has come as a dowry from
Qatar to Washington DC.

While the going was good during the initial
years of World War II, virtually everyone in
Deutschland, including many Feld Marshals,
were dazzled by the magic wand of the Fuhrer,
whose moves resulted in victory after victory on
the battlefield. 

How an educated and advanced German pop-
ulation fell to the magic of a leader who rose
from being a mere private to only a corporal
during the four years of the First World War, was
a mystery. 

ONE HOPES THE
AMERICAN NATION,
EDUCATED AND
AFFLUENT, DOES
NOT FORGET THE
LESSONS OF THAT
WAR. SUCCESS IS
INTOXICATING, BUT
THE EUPHORIA
VANISHES WITH
FAILURE 

Grudging love for a showman

Peacocks enchant visitors with vibrant display at the 
National Zoological Park in New Delhi 
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Heavy rain has once again

disrupted life in Mumbai, with a

series of incidents damaging

property and endangering lives.

On Tuesday, the city’s situation

worsened when a Monorail train

broke down between Chembur

and Bhakti Park stations,

leaving more than 500

passengers stranded mid-track. 

According to officials, the

Monorail stopped due to a

technical fault. Rescue efforts

were swiftly launched by the

Mumbai Metropolitan Region

Development Authority

(MMRDA), supported by the fire

brigade and the municipal

corporation. Teams reached the

site promptly to ensure

passenger safety and begin

evacuation. All stranded

commuters were later rescued

without injury, though many

reported feeling anxious during

the ordeal. Authorities stated

that passenger security was

given the highest priority

throughout the rescue operation.

They also assured the public

that measures were being taken

to prevent similar disruptions in

the future. “There is no cause for

panic,” an MMRDA spokesperson

said, urging Mumbaikars to

remain calm.

The incident has reignited

concerns about the reliability of

the Monorail service, which has

faced several operational

setbacks since its launch.

Combined with the havoc of

incessant rains, Tuesday’s

breakdown highlighted the need

for more robust infrastructure

and emergency preparedness in

Mumbai’s public transport

system.

DIMPLE WADHAWAN | KANPUR NAGAR

MONORAIL BREAKDOWN ADDS TO

MUMBAI’S RAIN WOES
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In recycling, fibres extracted from
used textiles as also polyester from
plastic bottles, are being repurposed to
create new fabrics. Major global brands,
including those operating in India, are
increasingly incorporating recycled fibres
into their production processes, driven
by both environmental concerns and
consumer demand for sustainable prod-
ucts. Marks & Spencer, for example, is
committed to sustainability in its cloth-
ing production. 

The brand ensures that the cotton used
in its garments is either organic or
sourced from recycled materials.
Furthermore, it has set a goal to use only
recycled polyester by 2025. 

Similarly, the H&M Group has made sig-
nificant strides in integrating recycled
materials into its products. In 2023, 25 per
cent of the materials used were recycled,
with a target to increase this to 50 per
cent by 2030. 

To further enhance sustainability
efforts and transparency, the Higg Index,
developed by the Sustainable Clothing
Alliance (SCA) in the United States, offers

an online self-assessment tool to provide
valuable insights to promote responsible
practices in the fashion industry.

In another approach to recycling, dis-
carded clothing and factory waste from
garment production are salvaged and
repurposed through cutting, reassem-
bling, or refurbishment to create new gar-
ments.

Patchwork denim stands out as a
prime example of this refurbished
product category. 

Although refurbished, remanufactured,
and redesigned garments crafted from
discarded materials cater to high-end
clientele in the global North markets,
their popularity remains relatively limited
in India.

The most critical yet underexplored
facet of circularity with tangible poten-
tial to advance environmental sustain-
ability in India is rental fashion. 

While informal clothes exchanges
among friends and relatives have long
been part of Indian culture, formalised
clothing rental services offer a more
structured and scalable approach. 

These services allow individuals to rent
garments for a set duration and also con-
tributes their own pieces for others to
use. Renting high-end Indian tradition-
al attires like wedding sarees or lehen-
gas for women and sherwani or suit for
men can be particularly popular. 

It underscores the potential for inno-
vative solutions to address sustainabil-
ity concerns while still enables individ-
uals to access a variety of outfits without
the need for repeated use, avoid over-
spend their money and overuse of global
precious resources.

The global trends
According to Global Data, the global
clothing rental market reached a value
of US$ 6.2 billion in 2023, with North
America leading as the largest market, fol-
lowed by Europe and Asia. 
By Rotation, a UK-based peer-to-peer
fashion rental mobile app, encourages
members to rent clothes they need and
lend the ones they use occasionally. 

Since its launch in 2019, the app has
amassed over 150,000 users. Ralph

Lauren, the renowned fashion designer
from New York City, ventured into the
rental market by introducing a subscrip-
tion service in the US in 2021, with plans
starting at US$125 per month. 

This market is projected to grow to US$
4.4. billion by 2028. Meanwhile, the
Indian online apparel rental market is
estimated to be worth US$ 3-4 billion,
indicating significant potential for further
growth and expansion. 

Although there is no available data,
anecdotal evidence suggests that the
practice of renting clothes, especially for
wedding, is most prevalent in the state
of Gujarat.

A survey conducted by Rent the
Runway found that rented clothes result-
ed in a 24 per cent reduction in energy
use, a 6 per cent decrease in water use,
and a 3 per cent reduction in CO2 emis-
sions compared to retail purchased
clothes.

However, the advantages of clothing
rental exten beyond environmental con-
servation. By allowing multiple users to
access and enjoy fast fashion garments,
rental services promote equitable con-
sumption, with rental fees typically
ranging from 10-15 per cent of the item’s
original costs. Despite these potential
benefits, the

widespread adoption of clothing rental
faces challenges, particularly regarding
hygiene standards and logistical issues
such as dry cleaning and delivery.
Moreover, the seasonal nature of
demand, with peaks during wedding
seasons, presents a unique challenge for
service providers, especially in countries
like India.

Conclusion
In conclusion, the emergence of apparel
rental services presents a captivating
opportunity to merge style, social status
with ecological sustainability, demon-
strating that mindful consumption can
coexist with fashion-forward choices.
Ultimately, embracing clothing rental and
other circular fashion practices can not
only reduce waste and minimise resource
consumption but also inspire a broader
shift toward more sustainable lifestyles. 

Through collective action of stakehold-
ers, including producers, consumers,
and the broader apparel industry, con-
scious choices can pave way for a future
where style and sustainability seam-
lessly coexist, leading to an environmen-
tally responsible tomorrow.

Over the last decade, India’s job market has
undergone a quiet but profound transformation.
Technical qualifications and professional
degrees remain essential, but employers are
increasingly looking beyond certificates. The
spotlight today is firmly on soft skills - commu-
nication, adaptability, teamwork, problem-
solving, leadership, and emotional intelligence.
In a rapidly changing economy where
technology evolves faster than formal
education can adapt, these human-
centric skills have become the bridge
between employability and long-
term career success.

The rise of automation and artificial intelli-
gence is redrawing the contours of work. The
World Economic Forum’s Future of Jobs Report
2024 projects that by 2027, almost 44 per cent
of workers’ skills will be disrupted. Roles
demanding analytical thinking, resilience,
empathy, and continuous learning will see the
fastest growth. 

The Employability Gap
Every year, India produces 1.5 million engineers
and 3 million graduates, yet employability
across disciplines still hovers below 50 per cent.
The reason is straightforward: soft skills remain
absent from mainstream curricula. Classroom
teaching focuses on technical competence but
neglects communication, teamwork, spoken
English, presentation skills, and time manage-
ment. The result? Fresh graduates who are tech-
nically sound but ill-equipped for real-world
workplaces.

Emerging Workplace Realities
IT Services: India’s $250 billion IT industry
thrives on global contracts. Here, technical
prowess gets you in the door, but it is cultural
sensitivity, effective communication, and collab-
oration that propel careers forward.
Start-uup Ecosystem: With 90,000+ registered
start-ups, India is the third-largest start-up hub
in the world. In this fast-paced environment,
leadership, negotiation, and crisis manage-
ment are not add-ons  —  they are survival skills.
Manufacturing and Retail: As global supply
chains look to India under the “Make in India”
push, technical proficiency must go hand in hand
with discipline, adaptability, and customer ori-
entation.
Gig and Freelance Economy: India already has
7.7 million gig workers, a number projected to

rise to 23 million by 2030. For freelancers, deliv-
ery executives, or digital professionals, skills such
as professionalism, conflict resolution, and
online etiquette often matter as much as task
execution.

Why are soft skills so central today?
Globalisation of Work: Remote collaboration and
cross-border projects make cultural sensitivity
and effective communication non-negotiable.
AI & Automation: As machines take over repet-
itive tasks, uniquely human abilities — creativ-
ity, emotional intelligence, and leadership —
become the competitive edge.

Building a Soft Skills Revolution
If India is to truly harness its

demographic dividend, soft skills
training must become a national
priority. The need for this is urgent.

Some strategies are already visible, but they
need scale and urgency:
Curriculum Integration: The National Education
Policy calls for holistic learning. Colleges and
vocational institutes must embed role-play,
debates, and teamwork-based projects into their
pedagogy.
Corporate Skilling: Companies need to ramp up
investments in employee training. Infosys, for
example, spends `1,200 crore annually on re-
skilling, with significant emphasis on soft skills.
Public-PPrivate Partnerships: Apprenticeship
models for communication, leadership, and
workplace etiquette should be a key part of gov-
ernment — run technical training programmes,
especially in semi-urban and rural India. 
Digital Platforms: With 800 million internet
users, EdTech platforms have the potential to
deliver affordable, scalable soft skills modules,
transforming workforce readiness nationwide.
This digital revolution is a key part of the solu-
tion.

Conclusion
One thing is clear: hard skills alone are not
enough. The careers of tomorrow will be built
as much on emotional intelligence, adaptabil-
ity, and communication as on coding or engi-
neering. India’s challenge — and opportunity —
lies in embedding these soft skills into class-
rooms, corporate cultures, and public skilling ini-
tiatives. If we succeed, the country will not just
meet its employment challenge but also emerge
as the global powerhouse of talent in the 21st
century.

The machines have learned to dream. They can
paint in Monet’s hues before breakfast, sing like
Kishore Kumar, and draft legal briefs by night-
fall. Artificial Intelligence dazzles with feats that
would have been science fiction a decade ago.
Yet the brighter their intelligence
burns, the dimmer the human
flame of meaning seems to grow.
This is the paradox of our era: tech-
nological power accelerating at
unprecedented speed, while our
sense of purpose falters.

Ray Kurzweil, herald of the Singularity,
charts humanity’s arc from stone tools to a
future where, by 2045, non-biological intelli-
gence eclipses all human minds. His timeline
predicts artificial general intelligence by 2029,
brain-cloud fusion in the 2030s, and lifespans
approaching a millennium. Kurzweil speaks in
quasi — spiritual tones of the Universe “waking
up,” yet his path is entirely material: faster chips,
denser data, sharper scans, until mind and
machine converge. In his vision, transcendence
is engineered, immortality uploaded, creativ-
ity distilled into code — a dream intoxicating
for engineers, because here, existence itself can
be debugged. A century before Kurzweil, Sri
Aurobindo drew a different map. A revolution-
ary turned yogi with a Cambridge mind and
poet’s voice, he recognised the mind’s vast
potential but did not equate intelligence with
evolution’s end. For him, the next leap was the
supramental consciousness: a luminous aware-
ness that knows without division, loves without
calculation, and creates without exhaustion.
While Kurzweil measures ascent in computa-
tional throughput, Aurobindo measures it in
depth and breadth of consciousness. One
seeks transcendence through augmentation;
the other through awakening. The distinction
is not incremental but fundamental. Modern
neuroscience reinforces this gap. Anil Seth
emphasises that consciousness is a biological
property shaped over millions of years, not a
guaranteed byproduct of computation. AI can
be brilliant yet never conscious, just as a simple
organism may experience subjectivity without
high intelligence. Intelligence is a faculty of

doing; consciousness is a state of
being. The “hard problem” of con-
sciousness cannot be solved with
faster processors or larger datasets.

For Aurobindo, evolution is unfin-
ished. The next stage is spiritual, not mechan-
ical or genetic. “The end of evolution,” he
asserts, “is not the perfection of matter or mind,
but the emergence of the supramental con-
sciousness.” This mode of being integrates
knowledge, will, and creativity, harmonising
inner and outer life. Humanity could wield tech-
nologies without being enslaved by them. His
warning resonates today: intelligence without
consciousness is a half-built bridge over a bot-
tomless abyss.

AI is now spilling into arts once considered
uniquely human —  music, literature, painting.
Yet these feats are pattern recognition, not self-
aware creation. As Aurobindo argued, the
mind analyses; consciousness integrates and
liberates. Beyond ethics, these applications
expose legal gaps in ownership, liability, and
consent. Western capitals respond with law-
suits; the EU flexes regulation; Beijing exercis-
es preemptive control. All are material solutions
—  technical fixes —  but they miss the evolu-
tion Aurobindo insisted upon. Without con-
sciousness, every corrective measure merely
redistributes symptoms. India stands at a
crossroads. With its moon rover, vibrant star-
tups, and national AI mission, the country can
compete technologically. But Aurobindo’s
vision suggests a higher calling: moral and spir-
itual guidance when machines outrun con-
science. Leadership in AI need not mean dom-
inating chip foundries; it can mean setting
ethical, philosophical, and legal boundaries that
shape human destiny.

Thinkers such as Iain McGilchrist highlight
that understanding —  embedded in the
human body and mortality —  is distinct from

information processing. AI can simulate knowl-
edge and ethics, but cannot experience loss,
mortality, or love. Rajiv Malhotra warns against
confusing simulation with reality: a silicon mind
is a copy, not consciousness itself. Yuval
Harari’s “Dataism” reduces life to algorithms,
erasing individuality; Aurobindo counters that
data is raw marble, consciousness the sculp-
tor. The struggle between consciousness and
code will define civilisations. Economically, AI
concentrates power; politically, it frames
global thought; personally, it risks eroding judg-
ment and agency. India’s path is not to out-build
the West or out —  surveil the East, but to out-
guide both, rooted in Dharma, Nyaya, and
Lokasangraha. Digital public goods, from UPI
to the Open Network for Digital Commerce, hint
at inclusive, principled governance, a founda-
tion for AI ethics.

Kurzweil’s Singularity seeks mind-machine
fusion. Aurobindo’s seeks mind-self fusion. One
is coded transcendence; the other, awakened.
Consciousness is the operating system for intel-
ligence; without it, even the most sophisticat-
ed algorithms are unstable. Policy, law, and
design must amplify human creativity, not
reduce it to algorithmic obedience.

The choice is stark: let AI amplify our lowest
instincts, or harness it for the highest possibil-
ities. For India, the challenge is historic: to
ensure that, even in a world of machine bril-
liance, humans remain conscious. The West
delivers machines; the East, if mindful, can give
the world meaning. In the age of AI, the ques-
tion is not whether machines will awaken —
but whether we will.

Sri Aurobindo’s ideals in the 
age of Artificial Intelligence 
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Amidst a world grappling with multiple envi-
ronmental crisis — from global warming and
toxic waste to air pollution and biodiversi-
ty loss — many of us remain unaware of how
our clothing and fashion choices contribute
to these crises. 
An estimated 10 per cent of global carbon
emissions come from textile industry, sur-
passing those from international aviation
and maritime shipping combined. The
textile industry also ranks third in water
degradation.
Alarmingly, garment waste is India’s third
largest municipal waste source, taking up to
100 years to decompose. The entire cycle of
clothing production, consumption and dis-
posal leaves a substantial ecological foot-
print.

Minimising this large ecological footprint
of the apparel sector requires a fundamen-
tal rethinking of our approach to clothing
and fashion. How often do we pause to take
stock of the garments adoring our closets?
If we were to tally up our clothing posses-
sions, the sheer number might be astonish-
ing; and might also reveal a striking contra-
diction between our needs and our buying
habits.

In India, numerous occasions from cultur-
al celebrations to personal milestones like
weddings and birthdays, each demand
their own stylish splendour. 

In the era of consumerism and fast
fashion, repeating outfits across multiple
events can feel like a social transgression,
compelling us to constantly acquire new
attire.

This relentless cycle of accumulation not
only leads to unused garments cluttering our
cupboard, but also contributes significant-
ly to ecological footprint.

Reuse Recycle Reduce
The various facets of the circular economy
offer options, on one hand, to choose for eco-

friendly clothing, and on the other, to
allow individuals to stay stylish and social-
ly accepted while minimising the need to
own numerous clothes. 

Circular fashion principles like sorting,
grading, recycling, and redesigning reduce
ecological footprint by minimising waste. 

Reducing carbon footprint of apparel sector
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Minimising this large ecological footprint of the apparel sector requires a fundamental rethinking of our approach to clothing and fashion. The various facets of
the circular economy offer options; on one hand, to choose for eco-friendly clothing, and on the other, to allow individuals to stay stylish and socially accepted

Soft Skills Will Reshape 

India’s Employment Landscape



INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

GIG WORKERS’ WELFARE 
NEEDS URGENT ATTENTION 
FROM STATES & BUSINESSES

T 
HE Karnataka Assembly on Tuesday passed the Kar-
nataka Platform-based Gig Workers (Social Security 
and Welfare) Bill to ensure a degree of  security for 
those working on contract with digital platforms for 
delivering services. The bill provides a dispute resolu-

tion mechanism; establishes a gig workers’ welfare board, 
which will set up a welfare fund; provides for registration 
of  workers, aggregators or platforms; income security; and 
reasonable working conditions. These are essential covers 
for gig workers who have worked through a pandemic and 
continue to toil through regular extreme weather condi-
tions to deliver goods while braving a range of  threats from 
air pollution to traffic hazards. 

The timing of  the bill’s passage in Karnataka coincides 
with heavy rains and inundation in several parts of  India—
a steep challenge through which gig workers continue their 
work of  delivering even when offices, schools and colleges 
are ordered shut for people’s safety. Besides, gig workers 
also face challenges such as income instability, lack of  paid
time off, and limited access to health insurance.

The gig economy has been in India since around 2010, 
when food delivery and ride-hailing platforms arrived. But 
a regulatory mechanism to ensure security for gig workers 
has remained conspicuous by its absence across India. So 
far, Rajasthan is the only state with a regulatory mechanism 
for gig workers with its Rajasthan Platform-based Gig Work-
ers (Registration and Welfare) Act, 2023. The Karnataka Bill 
now has to pass through the legislative council to become 
an Act and benefit four lakh workers in the state.

The gig economy has emerged as a key employment gen-
erator globally. According to Niti Aayog’s estimates, India’s 
gig sector had 77 lakh workers in 2020 and is expected to 
triple to 2.35 crore by 2029-30. The sector’s growth has drasti-
cally shifted work practices over the last few years. It has 
led to new issues relating to employment, to which employ-
ers and business membership organisations have responded 
within a regulated framework in many countries. The regu-
latory landscape and various aspects of  worker welfare in
the gig economy are still nascent in India. The need of  the 
hour is for institutions like business organisations to take 
up a greater role in shaping social dialogue and organising 
efforts to address the challenges faced by gig workers.

Q U I C K  TA K E

CONNECTING NORTHEAST

IT’S heartening to note the government’s statement in par-
liament on Wednesday that 40,663 villages across the seven 
northeastern states and Sikkim have been brought under 

4G mobile coverage. This includes 3,094 out of  Arunachal 
Pradesh’s 5,343 villages, 2,132 in Manipur out of  2,581, and 
1,213 in Nagaland out of  1,355. The BharatNet project is in-
deed an essential effort in extending and upgrading the 
country’s mobile network to farflung areas. When mobile 
coverage was stopped in Manipur during ethnic clashes, 
commerce and education suffered a lot. When we talk of  
strengthening our borders with better infrastructure, mo-
bile connectivity is as important as building roads and 
bridges. The rest of  the Northeast, too, must be covered. 

Russian gains
Ref :  Th e re  i s  n o  lo g i c  to  Tr u m p’s  se co n d a r y 
ta r i f fs  a ny m o re  (A ug  2 0 ) .  W h i le  t h e 
A las ka  m e e t  co n c lu d e d  i n d e c i s i ve ly,  Russ i a 
s u ccessf u lly  ca m e  o u t  o f  i so la t i o n  ca use d 
by  t h e  US  s a n c t i o n s .  A s  a  t r i a n gu la r  m e e t 
i s  st i l l  o n  t h e  ca rd s ,  a  p a use  o n  ta r i f fs 
i m p ose d  o n  co u n t r i es  fo r  b u y i n g  Russ i a n 
o i l  s h o u ld  b e  i n h e re n t .
N R Nagarajan, Virudhunagar 
 
Unearthing evidence
Ref: Set politics aside in mass burials probe 
(Aug 20). The Dharmasthala mass burials 
case demands an inquiry free from political 
and religious pressure. Though little evidence 
has surfaced, families still report missing 
persons—fuelling suspicion. The SIT must act 
quickly, for justice delayed is justice denied. 
Only fairness and science can reveal the truth.
M Barathi, email

Insurance vigilance
Ref:  Cover when needed (Aug 20). With 
many claims denied, regulators must 
enforce fairness. Proposal forms, often 
complex and in tiny print, should be 
simplified, and insurers must carefully 
check them during registration to prevent 
disputes and protect policyholders. 
A Senthil Kumar, Tiruppur

Propping banks
Ref: Too big to fail  isn’t too clever to 
regulate (Aug 20). Privatising banks 
through writing off bad corporate loans 
and eventually gaining control will  not 
sustain in the long run. It would be at the 
cost of small and medium range depositors. 
Strict financial discipline by the regulator is 
needed to build trust among depositors. 
Jayachandran C, email 

Misguided Tiger
Ref: Beyond Tigerism in Sri  Lanka (Aug 
20). Egged on by self-serving acolytes 
in Sri  Lanka and Tamil Nadu, Velupillai 
Prabhakaran developed megalomaniac 
tendencies and frittered away the 
opportunities that lay in front of him for 
a peaceful solution of the Eelam issue. 
Consequently, he and his misguided 
followers paid a heavy price.
M V Sundararaman, Chennai

Veep balance
Ref: Ex-judge Reddy is Oppn’s VP pick (Aug 
20). The INDIA bloc has demonstrated to 
the nation at large that it is no less than 
the NDA when it comes to making sagacious 
political moves. At least linguistic fanaticism 
would take a back seat in the matter.  
S Ramakrishnasayee, email 

AWRENCE Freedman, emeri-
tus professor of  war studies at 
King’s College London, has an 
acerbic description of  the 
statecraft of  US President 
Donald Trump: “Never as-
sume you know what Donald 

Trump is going to do or say next because 
it is unlikely he does. Take seriously 
what he says at any time because that 
probably accurately reflects what he is 
thinking, but some of  his thoughts can 
be very transitory and are soon replaced 
by others. If  you don’t like the positions 
being held on one day, push back be-
cause he might be convinced to hold a 
different position the next. Equally, 
when satisfied with today’s position, do 
not assume it will last.” 

Unsurprisingly, the representatives of  
Europe’s ruling elite who headed to the 
White House to meet with Trump on Mon-
day counted that there was scope to push 
back the consensus reached at the Alaska 
meeting between Trump and his Russian 
counterpart Vladimir Putin on August 15 
to the effect that achieving “a comprehen-
sive, just, and sustainable resolution to the 
conflict surrounding Ukraine—including 
the eradication of  its root causes” should 
be the priority, rather than an immediate 
ceasefire to end the war. 

The European allies are alarmed that 
Trump dropped the idea of  imposing 
crippling sanctions on Russia. But they 
feel excited that on the contentious issue 
of  security guarantee for Ukraine, 
Trump extracted a “horosho” (okay) 
from Putin, which could open a pathway 
for inserting themselves into the Ukraine 
settlement process. The play here is to 
lock Trump into Europe and an anti-Rus-
sian Ukraine. Trump seemed to acqui-
esce when he told Fox News that Ameri-
can forces could assist Ukraine’s allies 
in deterring future Russian attacks. 

It will be extremely difficult for the 
present-day European leaders, whose 
rhetoric even today is replete with ani-
mus against Putin and Russia, to resume 
contacts directly with Putin. But on the 
other hand, the Europeans anyway have 
nothing concrete to propose construc-
tively, either—apart from beating the 
dead horse of  a ceasefire and piling even 
more sanctions on Russia and repeating 
the idea of  a Western force to give secu-
rity guarantee in a post-ceasefire politi-
co-military scenario in Ukraine. In the 
final analysis, the Europeans’ efforts 
narrow down to loosening the newfound 
bonding between Trump and Putin, 
which could make the Alaska matrix 
fluid and inchoate. 

How far these efforts will succeed 

time only can tell. But the interplay of  
these contradictions through the week 
since the Alaska meeting has made the 
overall “constructive and mutually re-
spectful atmosphere” at Anchorage—to 
quote Putin—and his “friendly and 
trust-based conversation” with Trump 
less alluring and seemingly fragile.

And then, there are the moving parts. 
Principally, the Russian offensive is 
sharply accelerating as it made it a point 
to launch the largest strike this month 
on Ukraine after Trump hosted Volody-
myr Zelenskyy, and EU and UK leaders 
for talks. This is no small matter, since 
major sticking points of  the peace talks 
are said to be potential land swaps and 
security guarantees for Ukraine. 

In the run-up to the Alaska meeting, 
Trump had threatened Russia with “se-

vere consequences” if  it did not accept 
a ceasefire, but afterwards, he summar-
ily dropped that demand and said it was 
best to focus on a comprehensive peace 
deal, as Putin had pushed for. Again, Ze-
lenskyy’s European partners are not 
only supportive of  a strong Ukrainian 
army that is provided with weapons and 
training by Western partners, but also 
are offering Ukraine a guarantee resem-
bling Nato’s collective defence mandate, 
Article 5, which stipulates that an attack 
on one member of  the alliance is consid-
ered an attack on all. 

Over and above, the European allies 
are looking to set up a force that could 
backstop any peace agreement in 
Ukraine. A ‘Coalition of  the Willing’—30 
countries, including European nations 
Japan and Australia—has signed up to 

support the initiative, although the role 
the US might play in such a force is still 
to be determined. Russia has consist-
ently said it will not accept any Western 
troop presence in Ukraine, and repeated 
that stance on Monday.

Financial Times reported on Tuesday 
that Trump has said a postwar security 
guarantee for Ukraine could involve US 
air support, as he warned Putin he 
would face a “rough situation” if  he did 
not cooperate on a peace deal. Trump 
had told Fox News that American forces 
could assist Ukraine’s allies in deterring 
future Russian attacks. “When it comes 
to security, [Europeans are] willing to 
put people on the ground,” Trump said. 
“We’re willing to help them with things, 
especially, probably talk about by air, be-
cause there’s nobody [who has the] kind 
of  stuff  we have… But I don’t think it’s 
going to be a problem.” FT noted that 
Trump’s remarks were more specific 
than the comments he made the previ-
ous day, when he said “European na-
tions are going to take a lot of  the bur-
den” of  securing Ukraine, adding: 
“We’re going to help them.” 

At Monday’s meeting, according to 
Spectator, “Trump repeatedly made it 
clear that it was he and Putin who were 
the main deciders of  the peace process, 
Europe’s leaders the subordinates. He 
told his European visitors that he had 
spoken to Putin just before their meeting 
and would be calling him again right af-
ter. Trump was in his element as he acted 
as master of  ceremonies, treating the 
European leaders like a CEO consulting 
his board members before top-level nego-
tiations with a rival company.” 

Trump actually interrupted his meet-
ing Monday with the Europeans to call 
Putin for a 40-minute phone conversa-
tion. Trump later said the US was set-
ting up a bilateral meeting between Pu-
tin and Zelenskyy to discuss ending the 
conflict. According to a Kremlin state-
ment, the two leaders discussed “the 
prospect of  exploring opportunities for 
drawing higher-ranking officials from 
both Ukraine and Russia into these di-
rect talks”. Trump has since disclosed 
he was designating Vice President J D 
Vance, Secretary of  State Marco Rubio 
and Special Envoy Steve Witkoff  to “co-
ordinate” with Moscow and Kyiv. 

Make no mistake, Trump has brought 
in his trusted and most brainy negotia-
tors to follow through. Professor Freed-
man, who proffered that pivoting around 
Trump could be hazardous, didn’t know 
this “unknown unknown” side of
Trump’s statecraft. 

(Views are personal)

L TRUMP FOCUSES
ON PEACE, EUROPE

ON THE PIECES

Though Europe has inserted itself into the Ukraine peace  
process and may raise a force to ensure it, Trump is  

clear he and Putin are the main deciders

M K BHADRAKUMAR Former diplomat

SOURAV ROY

NDIA’S digital payments land-
scape has witnessed exponen-
tial growth, with over 18,000 
crore transactions recorded 
in 2024-25. UPI transactions 
alone surged by 137 percent to 
`200 trillion in 2023-24. 

However, this surge has been accom-
panied by a significant rise in digital 
financial frauds. Between April 2024 
and January 2025, the country reported 
24 lakh digital fraud incidents, amount-
ing to losses of  ̀ 4,245 crore, a 67 percent 
increase from the previous year. High-
value cyber fraud cases, involving sums 
exceeding `1 lakh, have also escalated, 
with 29,082 such incidents causing loss-
es of  approximately `175 crore.

The rampant spike in financial 
frauds in India can be traced back to a 
range of  contributing factors. One ma-
jor driver has been the rapid shift to 
mobile-based and UPI platforms, 
which, while transformative, has out-
paced user awareness and digital lit-
eracy. As a result, a large section of  
users remains highly susceptible to 
fake payment links, fraudulent apps 
and phishing attempts. At the same 
time, fraudsters are becoming more 
sophisticated, increasingly relying on 
AI-generated content, deepfakes and 
other advanced techniques to manipu-
late and mislead people.

But it’s not just about individual vul-
nerabilities or evolving fraud tactics. 
Beneath the surface lies a deeper issue: 
systemic compliance lapses. Weak en-
forcement of  onboarding norms, gaps 
in merchant verification and inconsist-
ent application of  regulatory protocols 
are creating blind spots across the pay-
ments ecosystem.

Addressing these structural flaws is 
just as important as strengthening 
frontline defences, especially if  we 
hope to build a secure and resilient dig-
ital financial system. Against this back-
drop, institutions are turning to artifi-
cial intelligence for proactive threat 
detection, automated incident response 
and adaptive risk modelling.

Financial institutions and regula-
tory bodies are already turning to AI 
and machine learning (ML) technolo-
gies. The Reserve Bank of  India has 
introduced MuleHunter.AI to detect 
and eliminate mule accounts, which 
are often instrumental in fraudulent 
financial schemes.

Additionally, the National Payments 
Corporation of  India (NPCI) has 

launched a pilot project implementing 
a federated AI model in collaboration 
with leading banks to enhance fraud 
detection and risk assessment across 
the banking ecosystem. Mastercard’s 
decision intelligence platform analyses 
16,000 crore transactions annually, as-
signing risk scores in milliseconds to 
block unauthorised activity. 

Some of  the key roles of  AI-driven 
models include threat detection and pre-
vention through anomaly detection and 
behavioural analysis for recognising 
suspicious actions. With ML algorithms, 
AI models continuously monitor trans-
actions and detect unusual activities. It 

also consists of  automated incident re-
sponse systems. With these systems, AI-
based cybersecurity models can execute 
predefined responses by quickly recog-
nising cyber incidents with AI-powered 
security orchestration, automation and 
response or SOAR systems. This inci-
dent response significantly minimises 
the damage before it escalates.

Further, AI-powered endpoint securi-
ty solutions and antivirus provide pro-

tection from phishing attacks. AI mod-
els continuously adapt to detect new and 
emerging threats, ensuring real-time 
protection. For instance, the RBI’s AI/
ML-based system has been designed to 
detect mule accounts that are used for 
phishing scams, enhancing accuracy 
and speed in detection and ultimately 
preventing fraudulent transactions.

Complementing these key elements 
can judiciously detect evolving 
threats. Natural language processing
that can recognise phishing emails 
and malicious web links, and deep 
learning that can identify advanced 
persistent threats.

RBI’s MuleHunter.AI and NPCI’s 
federated AI model trial signify a piv-
otal shift toward collaborative, data-
driven security frameworks. Coupled 
with Indian Computer Emergency Re-
sponse Team’s mandated real-time in-
cident reporting and RBI’s exclusive 
‘.bank.in’ domain directive, these ini-
tiatives illustrate how AI can fill criti-
cal visibility gaps.

However, AI adoption faces a few key 
challenges. AI-generated threats aren’t 
easy to spot even with advanced detec-
tion models. While the need for large 
datasets for training AI models raises 
privacy concerns, using limited data 
may lead to false positives by unfairly 
flagging legal activities or vice versa. 
There is also a growing risk of  adver-
sarial AI, wherein attackers can ma-
nipulate open AI models by feeding de-
ceptive information.

In the future, financial institutions 
must adopt strategies such as AI-driven 
zero trust architecture, an approach 
that demands rigorous verification of  
all users, systems and processes; with 
trust never assumed but consistently 
earned. Additionally, establishing a ro-
bust multi-stakeholder approach with 
integrated efforts spanning across reg-
ulators, financial institutions and tech-
nology providers would be crucial in 
ensuring that technological innovation 
is not undermined by vulnerabilities, 
and that trust in the financial system 
remains intact.  

(Views are personal)

BATTLING AI THREATS WITH AI

With the growth of digital 
transactions, frauds have also 
grown manifold—including 
those driven by AI tools. While 
the RBI and National Payments 
Corporation are deploying AI 
to detect and prevent threats, 
systemic compliance lapses can 
also be fixed with the help of AI to 
strengthen the system

I SASMIT PATRA Rajya Sabha MP from Odisha

X.
CO

M

T 
HE Uttar Pradesh government’s decision to merge over 
10,000 government primary and upper primary schools 
with fewer than 50 students has triggered a serious de-
bate. The move is explained as being in line with the 
National Education Policy 2020, which encourages 

school clusters and resource sharing for improving learning 
environments. Several states are taking similar steps, sug-
gesting that this is becoming a broader trend in the manage-
ment of  primary education. However, concerns are being 
raised and legal redress is being sought.  The Right to Educa-
tion Act, 2009 guarantees free and compulsory education in 
neighbourhood schools for children aged between six and 14. 
The Act does not set any minimum enrolment requirement 
for schools to exist. Closing or merging schools in ways that 
make them less accessible poses a risk of  diluting the neigh-
bourhood principle that underpins the law. Neither the NEP
nor a government order can supersede children’s fundamen-
tal right enshrined under Article 21A of  the Constitution. 

Besides the legal concerns, the education ministry has 
pointed out declining enrolments in many government 
schools, a trend confirmed by UDISE+ data. Rather than 
merging schools, it is pertinent to ask why parents are with-
drawing their children from schools. The answers are well 
known: inadequate facilities, teacher absenteeism, and a lack 
of  accountability. These are failures of  governance rather 
than a lack of  demand for education. If  resources were di-
rected towards improving infrastructure, training teachers, 
and ensuring consistent quality, enrolments could rise again. 
For many families in towns and villages, especially for the 
marginalised, a nearby school is what makes education pos-
sible. When that school is shut, the burden of  distance falls 
on the child, girls in particular. When schools move farther 
away, dropout rates for girls rise sharply. In UP, with a 57.18 
percent female literacy rate, the loss of  neighbourhood 
schools can only deepen the existing inequalities.

Such mergers may appear efficient in the short term, but 
the long-term costs could be considerable. A practical ap-
proach would be to strengthen the schools that already ex-
ist—by improving classrooms, ensuring teachers’ presence, 
and making schools centres of  community trust. The consti-
tutional promise under Article 21A is not simply about cost-
effective administration. It is about opening doors of  oppor-
tunity for every child, regardless of  background. Ensuring 
that neighbourhood schools remain accessible and vibrant 
is central to that promise.

SCHOOL MERGERS RAISE 
CONCERNS ABOUT ACCESS
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Mikhail 
Gorbachev

Peace is not unity in similarity but 
unity in diversity, in the comparison 
and conciliation of differences
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U
S President Donald Trump might fancy himself for being awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize for playing a role in pausing or ending six to
seven conflicts around the world. A clinching argument in his
favour could be that he may even have brought peace in inducing an

India-China thaw since it is his use of punitive tariffs that may be driving
India to look north.

India-US ties may be compromised by the tariff tantrums, but the con-
tretemps could lead to wider consequences as anti- India and Indians feel-
ings seems to be spreading now with MAGA loyalists taking aim at the H-1B
visas that thousands of skilled Indian IT workers use as the route to jobs in
America. 

So much has global geopolitics changed since the advent of Trump 2.0 that
India is disregarding Chinese support to Pakistan in recent military skir-
mishes to actively pursue a resetting of ties, including in a broader look at
trade with China as in agreeing to open three designated trading posts on
the frontier even though de-escalation on the border remains only a topic of
deep discussion more than action.

The ball has been set rolling in most other spheres with positive decisions
to resume direct flights, which China has desired for long, facilitating visas
to tourists, businesses and media, sustaining spiritual tourism among
Indians to Tibetan places like Mount Kaliash and Lake Manasarovar, which
opened to them this summer, and creating three new mechanisms on man-
aging border issues.

It is significant in this regard that China has also moved towards remov-
ing irritants in export of rare earth minerals, fertilisers and tunnel boring
equipment needed for the Bullet Train project in western India. And India
may respond by easing some of the strict scrutiny on FDI proposals that
inhibit investments from countries having land borders with the country.

The warmth with which the Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi was
received in New Delhi is a clear pointer to what can be expected in Tianjin
even as his New Delhi visit went beyond the optics with positive changes
promised from China to ease supply chain pressures amid the current
uncertainties in the global trading order.

All the signs are pointing to a positive push to mend relations with China
five years after troops were pushing each other in the Galwan Valley. The
coming meeting of Prime Minister Narendra Modi with President Xi
Jinping of China and President Vladimir Putin of Russia at the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation summit in Tianjin, China, this month-end should
give further impetus to the rungs below to remove many other irritants that
have built up over the years.

There is an equally sympathetic response to India’s current trade dilemma
after Trump took aim only at India, ostensibly “for profiting from refining
and exporting discounted Russian oil”, with Moscow now promising to look
at taking more goods even as it expects India to sustain the oil purchases for
its own domestic consumption against rising needs in energy.

Finding the balance between India’s longer term strategic ties to the US
and its military dependence on Russian weapons while also resetting ties
with China is going to be challenging. But so long as the idea has sunk in
that Trump’s America is going to be unpredictable in its approach, national
compulsions require India to look further afield to secure its own security
and employ its freedom to trade with anyone to best serve its own interests.
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India must look to China,
Russia to expand trade, ties

U
S President
D o n a l d
Trump’s tariff
a g g r e s s i o n
against India

— 50 per cent, of which
25 per cent is a punitive
penalty for buying oil
from Russia and making
profits — is full of
drama, rhetoric and too
many twists in the tale.
First, there is Mr
Trump’s description of
India as the “tariff
king”. The more intrigu-
ing one is when Mr
Trump claimed that it
was because of the 25 per
cent extra tariff on India
that Russia has agreed
to talk about the
Ukraine war. In a curi-
ous way, Mr Trump
seems to think that one
of the ways of pressur-
ing Russia is to twist
India’s arm!

Convoluted or contort-
ed thinking? It certainly
seems so! The India side
of the Trump tariff story
is one of gloom and
doom. The United States
is the biggest trade part-
ner of India, followed by
the United Arab
Emirates. The India-US
trade turnover is around
$130 billion, of which
India’s exports account
for $85 billion and
imports $45 billion. Mr
Trump is surly because
of the trade deficit of
around $40 billion. Put
these figures in context.
India’s overall trade
deficit is around $17 bil-
lion plus. The figure
fluctuates. It can go up
to around $30 billion
when there is a surge in
imports. What is
America’s overall trade
deficit? It is $918.4 bil-
lion in 2024. India’s over-
all trade deficit stands at
$78.1 billion in 2024, a
sharp decline from
$121.6 billion in 2023.
The differences are not
astounding because
America’s GDP was $29
trillion in 2024, and that
of India was $3.9 trillion
in the same year.

There has been a rising

sense of panic in politi-
cal and economic estab-
lishments across India.
The clear skies with
prospects of India’s
speedier growth and
becoming the world’s
third biggest economy
after the US and China,
which was swelling the
hearts of politicians and
policymakers in the gov-
ernment, seems to have
turned gloomy with Mr
Trump’s nasty tariff
moves! So, advice has
been pouring from the
experts’ quarters as to
what needs to be done to
respond to the crisis.
One of them has been
the negative, defensive
one, articulated by
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi — that
India should become
self-reliant. This has
been the theme song
since May 2020 — with
the onset of the Covid-19
pandemic — and the
phrase that was coined,
of “Atma Nirbhar
Bharat” (self-reliant
India). This announce-
ment was not backed by
any argument, and no
explanation was given.
Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
had once said, as quietly
as possible, that “Atma
Nirbhar Bharat” does
not mean that we close
our doors to the world.
One of the themes
behind this concept of a
self-reliant India is the
old “import substitu-
tion” policy pursued in
the bad old socialist
planning era. There
were not many voices
which spoke out against
this discredited concept.
Prime Minister Modi
began to speak less and
less of India becoming
the global hub for this
and for that. The
nation’s thinking was
suddenly on the back-
foot. Mr Trump’s tariffs
only deepened the eco-
nomic blues.

There have been
experts who have been
making use of the

Chinese saying that
“every crisis is an
opportunity”. They are
saying that India should
look to markets other
than that of the United
States. That is what
many countries like
Brazil have been doing
for many years before
Donald Trump had come
on to the American polit-
ical stage. Brazil has
become the main
exporter of soya beans,
pork and beef to China,
along with Argentina
and Australia. Brazil’s
soya beans exports have
been growing steadily,
and it had overtaken the
US in 2013 as the largest
soya beans exporter.
India is not a leading
exporter of farm prod-
ucts. Its forte is services,
and it stands as the sev-
enth largest exporter of
services in the global
pecking order.

The experts are raising
the old chant of
“reforms” to counter Mr
Trump’s tariff policy.
They are suggesting that
this is a “1991 moment”
for India again, and it
should take a bold deci-
sion. But they have not
specified which markets
to tap, and which export
products to promote.
What the experts hark-
ing back to the 1991
magic moment are not
willing to say is that
India has to open up its
markets, and that tariff
barriers must be low-
ered, if not flattened
altogether. The problem
is that, like any other
developing country,
India wants to maximise
its exports and minimise
its imports. And to min-
imise imports, it main-
tains a differentiated
tariff rate card, which
hovers at five per cent in
the telecom sector, and
35 per cent in the agri-
cultural sector. So, when

the experts call for
“reforms” and the “spir-
it of 1991”, what do they
really mean? Does it
mean opening up mar-
kets more to global
goods. There is already
the complaint that India
has become the dumping
ground for Chinese con-
sumer goods. Can India
withstand the flood of
imported goods while
trying to push its goods
and services in foreign
markets? India doesn’t
want to lose the $85 bil-
lion exports to the US. It
is quite a major chunk of
India’s total exports of
$829.4 billion, but not too
big. So, can India tap
alternative markets and
reduce its dependence
on the American mar-
ket? India has been
focusing rather exclu-
sively on the West — the
US, Britain and
European Union coun-
tries. These three mar-
kets are in the shrinking
mode. There has been
much talk of “Look
East”, but nothing posi-
tive has been done on
that front. Southeast
Asia and the Far East
should be attractive
propositions. There will
be challenges. The com-
petition is intense, the
profit margins narrow
compared to the West.
Interestingly, India’s
trade with Southeast
Asia was $123 billion in
2024 — exports were
$41.20 billion and imp-
orts $79.67 billion. It is
almost the exact reverse
to that with the US.

Indian experts and pol-
icymakers, and the rul-
ing party, have to decide
what it is they want in
specific terms. Their
dreams of turning into a
global manufacturing
hub or the “pharmacy of
the world” have to take
some concrete shape.
The new dream of being
the global hub of the
semiconductor industry
has to be brought down
to earth. There is a dan-
gerous vagueness about
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment’s entire eco-
nomic vision. And it gets
ruffled by things like
Donald Trump’s tariffs.
The time has now come
to talk specifics.

The writer is a Delhi-
based commentator and

analyst

AMBULANCE 
ALLEGATIONS
EPS’ allegations against
the DMK of sending
ambulances often to
derail his political cam-
paigns is immature. He
seems to have forgotten
or is oblivious to the fact
and rule that ambulances
have the right to travel
on a priority basis on all
roads to save lives.
Obstructing an ambu-
lance and preventing the
driver from doing his
duty needs to be viewed
seriously.

M.C.VIJAY SHANKAR
Chennai

There’s been much
talk of ‘Look East’.
Southeast Asia and
the Far East should be
attractive 
propositions. There
will be challenges.
The competition is
intense, profit margins
narrow compared to
the West.

India’s options few amid
Trump’s tariff tantrums

The vice-presidential election has entered the crucial phase with the INIDA
bloc naming former Supreme Court judge and venerable jurist B. Sudershan
Reddy as its candidate. He will be taking on veteran RSS pracharak and BJP

leader C.P. Radhakrishnan in an election in which the NDA candidate’s victory is
a foregone conclusion given the power equations in the electoral college compris-
ing the members of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.

Retired Justice Sudershan Reddy, 79, has an unblemished record as a jurist and
is held in high esteem by the legal fraternity. By and large, he represents the plur-
al, secular, liberal values the INDIA bloc claims to uphold and hence fits into its
scheme of things. Having retired from the Supreme court 14 years ago, he doesn’t
suffer from the stigma carried by some of his fellow jurists that they occupied some
position of power or the other without having observed a cooling period after leav-
ing the high judicial office.

The candidacy of Mr Radhakrishnan was interpreted as a shrewd move by the
ruling NDA as it could have put the Tamil Nadu’s ruling DMK, a major constituent
of the Opposition INDIA bloc, in an uncomfortable position for it would mean going
against a person from the state. But DMK president and chief minister M.K. Stalin
put an end to all such speculation and endorsed former Justice Reddy. Mr Stalin
has been battling the saffron alliance ever since he came to power in the 2021 elec-
tions knowing fully well that the BJP has its eyes set on the state. Though his
immediate political rival is the AIADMK, he has been positioning himself as a
champion of Dravidian model that is locked in an uncompromising battle against
the Hindutva politics. The machinations of governor R.N. Ravi have given him
enough room to play up the Dravidian versus Hindutva narrative quite effectively.
In such a situation, opposition to Mr Radhakrishnan will add legitimacy to his
Dravidian politics.

Andhra Pradesh chief minister and Telugu Desam Party president N.
Chandrababu Naidu, on the other hand, also lost no time announcing his support
to the NDA candidate instead of backing a fellow Telugu.

It’s politics first for the parties, and rightly indeed.

South vs South in V-P polls 

As chief’s exit
looming, RTI’s

watchdog is
on life support

LETTERS

A
s of September 14, the Central
Information Commission (CIC) may
be headless. Chief Information
Commissioner Heeralal Samariya

retires, and unless the government acts at
lightning speed (not its strong suit), the coun-
try’s transparency watchdog will be leader-
less yet again.

This isn’t exactly uncharted territory. Back
in 2023, when Y.K. Sinha retired, the CIC post
was left vacant until the Supreme Court had
to step in and remind the Centre that the RTI
law risks becoming a “dead letter” without a
functioning Commission. Clearly, the warn-
ing didn’t sink in.

It’s not just the chief’s chair that’s empty-
ing. Out of 10 sanctioned Information
Commissioners, only two are left. Eight seats
have been vacant for nearly a year, even
though 161 applications were received last
August. Translation? A massive backlog of
appeals and complaints, citizens waiting end-
lessly for decisions, and the RTI process qui-
etly choking on delay.

Is this simply bureaucratic laziness, or a
more deliberate attempt to starve trans-
parency of oxygen? Either way, the outcome
is the same. The citizens’ right to know is
being casually sidelined. If the CIC continues

like this, India’s most empowering democrat-
ic tool will be reduced to a paperwork 
graveyard.

Transparency delayed is transparency
denied. And when the watchdog is asleep, or
worse, missing, it’s the public that ends up
paying the price.

BIHAR DENIALS, BENGAL DRAMA: 
CAN EC SAVE FACE?

The Election Commission of India is having
one of those “look, but don’t touch” moments.
On one hand, it’s vehemently denying any
wrongdoing in Bihar’s electoral rolls, brush-
ing off opposition allegations like a minor
irritation. On the other hand, a very similar
mess is unfolding in West Bengal, where
chief secretary Manoj Pant had to rush to
Delhi after the state dragged its feet on disci-
plining four officials caught handing out
their login credentials for the voter database.

The EC’s language is stern — “grave lapses”
and a clear deadline of August 21 to comply.
And rightly so. This isn’t just sloppy paper-
work; in an era where data is currency, care-
less handling of electoral rolls is a direct
threat to the integrity of elections.

The optics, however, are tricky. The com-
mission may be showing teeth in West

Bengal, but the contrast with its vigorous
denials over Bihar raises eyebrows.
Opposition parties are quick to spot it, critics
are ready with their tweets, and the public’s
trust, which is already wearing thin, takes
another jolt.

At the end of the day, credibility is every-
thing for the referee in a democracy.
Suspensions and deadlines can plug holes,
but they can’t patch over the perception that
the Commission is fighting fires selectively.
Treat voter data carelessly in one state, deny
problems in another, and suddenly the
watchdog looks like it’s running, rather than
keeping the game fair.

CRACKING UPSC IS JUST 
HALF THE BATTLE

Every year, lakhs of hopefuls pin their
dreams on the UPSC exam. Only a tiny frac-
tion — around 1,000 — make it through, and
an even smaller club of 200–250 land the IAS,
IPS or IFoS. But here’s the part outsiders
often miss: clearing the exam doesn’t make
you a government officer. The real game
begins with training and, more
crucially, cadre allocation.

Sounds simple, but in practice, it’s a mix of
merit, vacancies, reservation rules, and a

healthy dose of luck. Even toppers don’t
always get what they want; some may recall
Tina Dabi, the 2015 topper? Haryana was her
first choice, but Rajasthan got her instead.

The system tries to balance insiders and
outsiders using a 30-point roster, ensuring no
cadre is overrun by locals while still giving
states their share of homegrown officers. Add
to that the five-zone grouping system, where
candidates must rank their preferences. Skip
this formality, and the UPSC decides for you,
with no regard for dreams of a “home state”
posting.

Why such complexity? To keep the services
nationally integrated, spread talent across
deficit states, and prevent bureaucratic fief-
doms. Noble goals, but for young officers, it
often feels like fate being sealed by a spread-
sheet. In short, cracking UPSC is like win-
ning a ticket to the big league. But where you
play is decided in the quieter, less glamorous
backrooms of cadre allocation. The steel
frame of India, it seems, still bends first to the
logic of rosters and quotas.

Love them, hate them ignore them at nation-
al peril, is the babu guarantee and Dilip’s

belief. Share significant babu escapades
dilipcherian@hotmail.com.

Subhani

Dilip Cherian

ARMY TAKES CARE
OF SOLDIERS
It is surprising that the Supreme Court
has ordered the Government to come
out with a plan of action on alternative
jobs and cost of treatment for injuries
suffered by trainee soldiers while in
their training period. The condition is
that the injuries sustained should be
ones while performing duties assigned
to the trainee by the commander in
charge.  For injuries and ailments
caused by accidents related to perfor-
mance of duties, Military Hospitals
provide free treatment. For permanent
physical debilities, alternative jobs are
also provided in the military depending
on the cadet's educational qualifica-
tions and post-accident physical fit-
ness.

MuthuSubramanian
Coimbatore 

COOLIE’S SUCCESS
Rajinikanth received congratulatory
messages for his contribution and
achievements in his 50 years of Indian
Cinema. This was not a mean task for a
person who started his career as a bus
conductor as Shivaji Rao in Bengaluru,
identified through the lens of Director
K Balachandar whose style made KB
introduce him as Rajinikanth. From
then on there’s no turning back for this
simple man to reach stardom status.
His movie ‘Coolie’ has raked in a
record in Tamil cinema history within
4 days of release. When stars retire
after a period of time, maybe for
Rajinikanth he is addressed as a super
star only because he comes out
stronger by his magnetic presence.

A.P. Thiruvadi
Chennai

Parsa
Venkateshwar
Rao Jr

Dilli Ka Babu
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the CM’s residence prior 
to the attack. Delhi Min-
ister Parvesh Sahib Singh 
added that the accused had 
spent the previous night 
near Gupta’s home before 
striking during the public 
hearing.

Environment Minister 
Majinder Singh Sirsa al-

leged a possible political 
conspiracy, claiming that 
the attacker had links with 
former Delhi CM Arvind 
Kejriwal’s associate Gopal 
Italia. Sharing a photo-
graph of Khimji with Italia, 
Sirsa demanded answers 
from Kejriwal, saying: “Is 
this a coincidence or a de-
liberate act? The public is 
angry, and those behind 

this attack will not escape 
the law.”

Police sources said none 
of Khimji’s relatives is in jail 
and that he did not bring 
any petition or grievance 
to the CM’s office. Investi-
gators are now seeking his 
remand to determine the 
motive and whether others 
were involved in the con-
spiracy.

Rekha Gupta vows stronger return Oppn cries foul as Govt tables bill on removing...

LS clears Bill to ban online games
Shadow of Chawla looms...

Bihar, Bengal set for mega infra 
projects worth Rs. 18,000 cr

India 
successfully 
test-fires 
Agni-5

India, Russia push trade ties

Agnihotri claims threats

we compromised on its in-
terests,” he told the House, 
urging members to pass 
the legislation, which was 
cleared by voice vote despite 
Opposition protests.

Vaishnaw explained that 
online gaming comprises 
three segments—e-sports, 
online social games, and 
money gaming. While the 
first two will be promoted, 
he said money gaming 
posed grave risks including 
addiction, financial ruin, 
suicides, money laundering, 

and even terror financing.
The Bill prescribes impris-

onment of up to three years 
and/or fines up to ₹1 crore 
for offering or facilitating 
money games. Advertis-
ing such games may attract 
up to two years in jail and 
fines of ₹50 lakh. Financial 
transactions linked to mon-
ey gaming carry the same 
penalties as offering them. 
Repeat offenders may face 
harsher punishments of 
three to five years’ impris-
onment and fines up to ₹2 
crore.

Key offences under the law 
will be cognisable and non-
bailable, with provisions 
empowering authorised of-
ficers to search, seize, and 
arrest without warrant in 
specific cases.

For e-sports, now recog-
nised as a legitimate form 
of competitive sport, the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports will establish a 
dedicated framework. On-
line social games such as 
Chess, Sudoku and Solitaire 
will also receive government 
support.
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Rahul warns of political 
unrest in Bihar

had underscored the Con-
gress-led United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) gov-
ernment’s weaknesses in 
countering terrorism. Pub-
lic outrage, compounded 
by insensitive remarks and 
actions of Union ministers, 
fuelled a strong anti-UPA 
sentiment. Yet the UPA se-
cured a second term.

Chawla’s tenure was 
dogged by allegations of 
partisanship, particularly 
over his alleged ties to the 
Nehru-Gandhi family. The 
most striking rebuke came 
from within the Election 
Commission itself. In an 
extraordinary move on 31 
January 2009, Gopalaswa-
mi recommended Chawla’s 
removal to the President of 
India—without consulting 
fellow Election Commis-
sioner S.Y. Quraishi.

The recommendation 

followed a meeting be-
tween Gopalaswami and 
a small NDA delegation 
in his chambers. They ac-
cused Chawla of acting in 
a partisan manner to fa-
vour the Congress party. 
Gopalaswami alleged that 
Chawla had shared sensi-
tive Election Commission 
information with Congress 
officials and had opposed 
issuing a notice to Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi for 
accepting honours from 
Belgium—a complaint that 
Chawla and Quraishi had 
dismissed in a two-to-one 
majority.

Gopalaswami’s action 
marked a rare instance 
of a CEC publicly seek-
ing the removal of a fellow 
commissioner, effectively 
accusing him of under-
mining the Commission’s 
impartiality. But President 
Pratibha Patil rejected the 
recommendation, allowing 

the 1969-batch IAS officer 
Chawla to assume charge as 
CEC on 20 April 2009 and 
oversee the parliamentary 
elections.

Chawla’s career had long 
been controversial. The 
Shah Commission, led 
by former Chief Justice of 
India J.C. Shah to probe 
Emergency-era excesses, 
had declared him “unfit 
to hold any public office 
which demands an attitude 
of fair play and consider-
ation for others” for his role 
as a senior official in the 
1970s. Though the Delhi 
High Court later dismissed 
the Commission’s findings, 
the stigma endured.

Even before Gopalas-
wami’s intervention, the 
NDA had targeted Chawla. 
In March 2006, led by the 
BJP, the alliance submitted 
a memorandum to Presi-
dent A.P.J. Abdul Kalam—
signed by over 200 MPs—

demanding his removal 
as election commissioner. 
The government rejected 
the demand. In May 2006, 
Jaswant Singh, then Leader 
of Opposition in the Ra-
jya Sabha, approached the 
Supreme Court seeking 
Chawla’s ouster, citing his 
ties with Congress leaders 
and issues related to the 
MPLADS scheme. The pe-
tition was later withdrawn 
after Gopalaswami assert-
ed his authority to remove 
an election commissioner, 
though the Court left the 
legal questions unresolved.

Despite the anti-UPA 
wave following 26/11, the 
Congress-led alliance won 
the 2009 polls. No defini-
tive evidence of electoral 
malpractice emerged. Party 
leaders maintain that the 
elections were free and fair, 
and that the UPA’s victory 
reflected voter priorities 
such as economic policy.

ers cannot serve as Prime 
Minister, Chief Minister, or 
Minister. Second, if bail is 
not secured within 30 days 
of arrest, they are automati-
cally disqualified. And third, 
if granted bail later, leaders 
may resume office.

Inside the House, Shah re-
iterated that the government 
wanted to “elevate the declin-
ing level of morality in public 

life”. He requested that the 
bills be examined by a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee 
of 21 members from the Lok 
Sabha and 10 from the Rajya 
Sabha.

The Opposition, however, 
mounted a united resistance. 
AIMIM MP Asaduddin 
Owaisi said the bills would 
“be the final nail in the cof-
fin of elected governments”, 
accusing the government of 
turning India into a “police 

state” where agencies act as 
“judge and executioner”.

Congress MP Manish 
Tewari called the measures 
unconstitutional, warning 
that they violated the pre-
sumption of innocence and 
Article 21, which guarantees 
the right to life and liberty. 
“This bill makes an investi-
gating officer more powerful 
than the Prime Minister of 
India,” he said, alleging that 
it could be politically mis-

used.
Congress leader KC Venu-

gopal accused the BJP of 
attempting to “sabotage the 
basic principles of the Consti-
tution”. In a heated exchange, 
he questioned Shah’s own 
past conduct during his ar-
rest in Gujarat. Shah retorted 
that he had resigned on mor-
al grounds before his arrest 
and only resumed office after 
being acquitted.

Speaker Om Birla ad-

journed the House twice, 
first until 3 pm and later till 
5 pm, amid slogans and up-
roar. He warned MPs against 
lowering the dignity of Par-
liament, saying, “People are 
watching.”

Despite fierce opposition, 
the government succeeded 
in sending the bills to the 
Joint Committee of Parlia-
ment, where they will now 
undergo detailed scrutiny 
before being reconsidered.

Strategic Partnership” be-
tween the two countries.

The visit comes as India’s 
ties with the United States 
face strain over New Delhi’s 
continued purchase of Rus-
sian crude oil. Washington 
has doubled tariffs on Indi-
an goods to 50 per cent, with 
the White House stating the 
measures are intended to 
apply secondary pressure 
on Moscow over the Ukraine 
conflict. A planned round of 
India-US trade talks has also 

been postponed.
In Moscow, Russian of-

ficials expressed optimism 
about expanding coop-
eration with India despite 
Western sanctions. Ro-
man Babushkin, Charge 
d’Affaires at the Russian 
Embassy in Delhi, said the 
India-Russia-China trilat-
eral dialogue could soon be 
revived, calling it vital for 
regional stability. Deputy 
Trade Representative Ev-
geniy Griva highlighted 
that rupee-rouble payments 
were proving resilient under 

pressure, noting stable an-
nual trade growth of around 
10 per cent and a surge in In-
dian exports, particularly in 
pharmaceuticals, machine 
tools and electronics.

Babushkin criticised uni-
lateral sanctions as “illegal” 
and stressed that Russia’s 
economy was adapting 
despite “tremendous pres-
sure.” He also described the 
recent Russia-US summit in 
Alaska as a “breakthrough 
development” in restoring 
trust between global pow-
ers.

against me. Since then, I 
haven’t sat in a car with my 
children. We haven’t done 
anything together. I didn’t 

have as much trouble mak-
ing The Kashmir Files as I 
am having with this film,” 
he said, alleging that he was 
facing “social media lynch-
ing.”

The director noted that the 
film, which depicts Bengal’s 
culture alongside the vio-
lence of the 1940s, had orig-
inally been titled The Delhi 
Files: Bengal Chapter. 

sile with Multiple Indepen-
dently Targetable Re-entry 
Vehicle (MIRV) capability, 
allowing it to carry and re-
lease multiple nuclear war-
heads simultaneously. India 
conducted its first MIRVed 
test launch of the missile on 
11 March 2024 from Kalpak-
kam in Tamil Nadu, validat-
ing this technology.

With a current range of 
over 5,000 kilometres, an 
upgraded variant under 
development is expected 
to extend its reach to 7,500 
kilometres. Future enhance-
ments are also aimed at in-
tegrating bunker-buster 
bomb technology, expand-
ing its strike capability 
against fortified targets.

vices on newly constructed 
routes, including the Noapa-
ra–Jai Hind Bimanbandar 
corridor, and take a metro 
ride from Jessore Road sta-
tion to the airport. Through 
video conferencing, he will 
also launch the Sealdah–
Esplanade and Beleghata–

Hemanta Mukhopadhyay 
metro services, which are 
expected to significantly 
reduce travel times and im-
prove connectivity to Kol-
kata’s airport, IT hub, and 
commercial centres.

Additionally, Modi will 
lay the foundation stone for 
the six-lane elevated Kona 

Expressway in Howrah, 
worth over ₹1,200 crore, to 
ease traffic flow and boost 
trade and tourism.

The Prime Minister’s two-
state visit underscores the 
government’s push to up-
grade infrastructure, con-
nectivity, and public ser-
vices across eastern India.

spreading in Bihar. “A 4-year-old child 
in Bihar is shouting ‘vote chor, vote 

chor’... They stole the Maharashtra and Haryana elections. 
They will steal elections in Bihar, West Bengal and Assam. 
But now the fire has spread in Bihar... You can see there is a 
storm,” he said. Backing party general secretary KC Venu-
gopal, Gandhi praised his role in shaping social justice poli-
cies and the Telangana caste census, adding that Venugopal 
always carried a copy of the Constitution. “There is a fight 
going on between those attacking the Constitution and those 
defending it,” he remarked.

A survey on Pakistan’s political crisis revealed that 58% 
believe Army Chief Asim Munir’s influence on politics 
is real, while 68% foresee a major upheaval. Nearly 78% 

think Pakistan’s government shares close ties with terror 
leaders, and 72% feel the country is losing balance in its 
foreign policy, highlighting rising instability concerns.

78% respondents said close relations have emerged
between Pakistan’s government and terrorist leaders.

55% believe India missed a chance to diplomatically isolate
Pakistan by playing the match.

the Da ily guardian Survey on Asia Cup India-Pakistan Matchthe Da ily guardian Survey on Pakistan Political Crisis

The survey on India playing Pakistan in the Asia Cup 
reveals strong discontent. A majority (55%) feel it insults 
India’s anti-Pakistan stance, and 70% say BCCI is acting 

against government policies. 62% believe patriotic senti-
ments are being undermined, while 57% want players to 
oppose BCCI’s decision. Public opinion is divided.

Is BCCI taking decisions 
against the government’s 

anti-Pakistan policies?

Q3. 

Q1. 
The Indian team is going 
to play against Pakistan 

in the Asia Cup T-20. 
What is your opinion?

 Q2. 
Q-2: Did India miss the 
opportunity to diplomatically 
isolate Pakistan by playing 
this cricket match?
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 Q4. 
Is BCCI playing with 
patriotic sentiments?
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 Q2. 

Is a big upheaval coming in 
Pakistan’s politics?

	 Yes, absolutely
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Q3. 
What is your opinion 

on Munir’s continuous 
interference in Pakistan’s 

government?
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 Q4. 
Have close relations 
emerged between 
Pakistan’s government 
and terrorist leaders?
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‘Whoever the person 
may be, however 
high he or she is, 

no one is above the law notwith-
standing how powerful or how 
rich he or she may be”. This is 
the basic principle of the con-
cept of ‘Rule of Law’, which 
asserts the supremacy of law 
and puts everyone on equal 
footing. It is the basic prin-
ciple of governance of any 
liberal and democratic soci-
ety. The judiciary, which is 
the central pillar of democ-
racy, is the guardian of the 
Rule of Law. It holds a crucial 
position in the order and the 
maintenance of democracy.

The recent proceedings of 
the Ajmer District court in 

Kamlesh Mandoliya v. Vikas 
Divyakirti have reignited 
the national debate over a 
fault line in modern Indian 
Jurisprudence: how do we 
reconcile robust public criti-
cism of our institutions with 
the urgency to protect indi-
vidual and collective repu-
tations? When a YouTube 
video allegedly authored by 
a coaching institute founder 
Dr. Vikas Divyakirti sparked 
criminal defamation pro-
ceedings u/s 353 (2), 356 (2) 
& (3) of the Bhartiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, and section 66 A (b) 
IT Act (for online transmis-
sion), it pave the way for an 
extensive debate about free 
speech, judicial sensitiv-

ity, and the chilling effect of 
sweeping defamation laws. 
Justice Manmohan Chan-
del taking cognizance of the 
matter observed prima facie 
evidence linking Divyakriti’s 
remarks about judges and ju-
dicial system with malicious 
intent. At this initial stage 
though, the judge explicitly 
noted that one only need to 
ask whether the allegations 
warrant further action, not 
whether guilt is proven citing 
Sonu Gupta v. State of Haryana 
[(2015) 3 SCC 424]and Nupur 
Talwar v. CBI [(2012) 11 SCC 
465]

However, the court’s de-
tailed remarks suggest an 
unusually low threshold 
for finding harm to the judi-
ciary’s “dignity, impartiality, 
and reputation”. The order 
raised concerns that such 
content “could create distrust 
and confusion among the general 
public” about the judicial sys-
tem. Dropping other charges, 
the court took cognizance of 
the offence u/s 356 (1)(2),(3)
(4) Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita 
2023, and ordered Dr. Divya-
kirti to appear in person. To 
sum up, the court treated a 
general criticism of judicial 
appointments as equivalent 
to a serious offence. Instead 
of robust debate, it appears 
that the court is focused on 
protecting its own image.        

RELATION OF MEDIA 
WITH JUDICIARY – 

LEGAL PERSPECTIVE
The relationship between 
the judiciary and the media 
is an interplay of transpar-
ency, accountability, and 
the integrity of the judicial 
process. The media (press), 
referred to as the “fourth 
estate,” plays a very crucial 
role in informing the public, 
shaping opinions, and hold-
ing the Government machin-
ery, leaders and institutions 
accountable. However, this 
relationship can sometimes 
lead to conflicts, particularly 
when media coverage influ-
ences public perception and 
judicial proceedings.

The defense of Dr. Divya-
kirti’s offensive remarks 
against the judicial officers 
and legal professionals was 
twofold, first, he insisted 
on the authenticity and the 
authorization of the video, 
claiming it to be a third-party 
made edit, which extracted 
and reposted it without his 
consent. Second, he sought 
multiple exceptions u/s 
356 (1) and the protection 
of Article 19 (1) (a). These 
defenses invoked landmark 
precedents like S. Khushboo v. 
Kanniammal (2010 5 SCC 600) 
on locus standi, and Subrama-
niam Swamy v. Union of India 
(2016 7 SCC 221) on balancing 
free speech with reputational 
rights. In contrast, the court 
bluntly rejected the freedom 
of speech claim. Citing Re 
Arundhati Roy (2002) and 

Re Prashant Bhushan (2020), it 
observed that while freedom 
of expression is protected, it 
“does not extent to speech that 
insults or undermines the dignity 
of courts”. The court empha-
sized that Dr. Divyakirti had 
not apologized or taken re-
medial steps thus degrading 
his credibility.     

Practically, a policy critique 
in a lecture hall or a provo-
cation in a social media post 
might land its speaker in a 
criminal dock. This brings 
the two main aspects of 
democratic discourse un-
der scrutiny.  First, aca-
demic freedom: more often 
than not, academic profes-
sionals like Dr. Divyakirti 
routinely dissect policy and 
legal norms on multiple 
platforms including digital 
ones. If expressing a criti-
cal opinion from a podium 
or dissecting judicial ap-
pointments in a coaching 
session risks criminal sanc-
tion; think-tanks, universi-
ties, and professional insti-
tutes may self-censor. This 
cripples the very essence of 
scholarship which revolves 
around probing, scrutiniz-
ing and sometimes offend 
entrenched sensibilities.   

Second, journalistic and 
civic critique: a belief that 
designating media as the 
forth pillar of democracy 
will constitute it functional 
is merely a hoax unless they 
have been armed with the 

necessary freedom to name, 
criticize, and lampoon au-
thorities including public fig-
ures and bodies. A nebulous 
“imputation” standard, un-
tethered to falsity or malice, 
chills that freedom. Editors 
may readily spurn stories 
about judicial inefficiency, 
fearing criminal contempt 
or defamation claims. 

CRITICISM OR IN-
TOLERANCE—WHAT 
LOWERS THE AU-
THORITY OF COURTS?
Criticism of the judiciary, 
particularly in relation to 
freedom of speech, often 
revolves around the use of 
contempt of court laws and 
the potential for these to stifle 
dissent. While the judiciary 
plays a crucial role in uphold-
ing the rule of law, concerns 
are raised about the balance 
between protecting judicial 
authority and ensuring citi-
zens can freely express their 
opinions about the courts. 

When it comes to criticism, 
the apex court itself has 
stated that every authority 
is subject to public scrutiny. 
The free and open criticism 
increases the accountability 
of the judiciary towards the 
people. In several judgments, 
the Supreme Court has tried 
to establish a fair balance be-
tween free speech and con-
tempt jurisdiction. In C. K. 
Daphtary v/s Gupta (1971), 
Supreme Court stated that 

though the existing law of 
criminal contempt comes 
within reasonable restric-
tion, it does not mean that 
one cannot express one’s ire 
against the judiciary for the 
fear of contempt. In many 
other judgments, the Su-
preme Court stated that it 
is necessary to balance two 
greats, but occasionally con-
flicting principles of freedom 
of speech & expression, and 
the fair fearless justice. It is 
said that judges are supposed 
to be men of fortitude who 
can thrive in a hardy climate. 
The freedom of expression 
is said to be one of the basic 
conditions for the progress of 
advocacy and for the devel-
opment of everyone - includ-
ing legal fraternity practicing 
the profession of law.

Restriction on the freedom 
of speech and expression can 
be imposed if it exceeds the 
reasonable and fair limit 
and amounts to contempt 
of court. It is interesting 
to note that Indian judges 
have been touchier in the 
cases of contempt of court as 
compared to English judges. 
For example, in the case of 
Balogh v. Court Crown, the 
defendant said to the judge, 
“You are a humourless au-
tomaton. Why don’t you 
self-destruct?” The judge just 
smiled but didn’t hold him li-
able for contempt of court. In 
an instance where a person 
tagged judges as ‘fools’, Fali 

S. Nariman asked Lord Tem-
pleman that why the person 
isn’t tried for contempt of 
court, he answered that they 
(English judges) don’t take 
notice of such comments. It 
is the judiciary that needs to 
understand the importance 
of criticism of any judicial 
action and not to hold every 
such act as contempt of court. 

WAY AHEAD
While it is to be noted that 
all citizens of India are guar-
anteed the right to freedom 
of speech and expression, 
contempt of court is indeed 
one of the reasonable restric-
tions that can act as a rider 
on this right. In an era in 
which social media are full 
of critics, commentators 
and observers who deem it 
necessary to air their views 
in many unrestrained and 
uninhibited ways, the higher 
judiciary should not really be 
spending its time and energy 
invoking its power to punish 
for contempt of itself. If the 
contempt has to continue, a 
review mechanism within 
the judiciary should be there 
as a safeguard against judi-
cial tyranny.
Dr.S.Krishnan is an Associate 
Professor in Seedling School of 
Law and Governance and Mr. 
Ranveer Singh Rathore is a 4th 
year student of BALLB, Seedling 
School of Law and Governance, 
Jaipur National University, 
Jaipur. 

Warfare is no longer con-
fined to trenches, tanks, 
and territorial lines. The 
battlefield of the twenty-
first century has shifted to 
codes, algorithms, satel-
lites, and quantum signals. 
In this new age, decisions 
are not just taken by gener-
als in command rooms but 
also by machine learning 
systems parsing terabytes 
of real-time data. The United 
States and China have em-
braced this transformation 
with clarity and urgency, 
pouring unprecedented re-
sources into artificial intel-
ligence, cyber dominance, 
quantum networks, and 
unmanned systems. For In-
dia, a nation with strategic 
imperatives across two hos-
tile borders and maritime 
vulnerabilities, the urgency 
is far greater. The question 
is not whether India should 
modernize but whether it 
can do so fast enough to en-
sure survival in wars where 
the first shots may be fired 
in cyberspace or space, not 
on land.

Algorithms at 
War: How AI is Re-
writing Command 
and Control
Artificial intelligence has 

become the defining marker 
of military modernisation. 
The United States leads in 
the integration of AI into its 
command and control sys-
tems, combining battlefield 
simulations with predictive 
analytics to give command-
ers decision superiority. 
In war-gaming scenarios, 
American forces rely on AI 
to identify enemy vulnerabil-
ities, optimise troop move-
ments, and execute precision 
strikes with minimal hu-
man latency. AI-driven ISR 
(Intelligence, Surveillance, 
Reconnaissance) is already 
a reality in the Pentagon’s 
doctrine, where unmanned 
systems feed vast amounts of 
battlefield data into real-time 
decision networks.

China, meanwhile, is ag-
gressively pursuing what 
it calls “intelligentised war-
fare.” Beijing has directed 
enormous resources into 
AI-driven war-gaming, 
electronic warfare, and 
predictive decision-making 
systems. Chinese companies, 
operating in close synergy 
with the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA), are designing 
AI tools for faster battlefield 
simulations, autonomous 
targeting, and even psycho-
logical operations powered 
by big data profiling. China’s 
approach is systemic, linking 
civilian research institutions 
with military applications 
in a model of state-directed 
innovation that accelerates 
military readiness.

India, though making 
strides through defence 
startups and research agen-
cies, is still at the early stages 
of AI integration. Initiatives 

like AI-based battlefield 
management systems, pre-
dictive logistics, and indig-
enous drone platforms are 
promising. Yet the scale re-
mains modest compared to 
the U.S. and China. Bureau-
cratic hurdles, lack of seam-
less data sharing between 
services, and a fragmented 
ecosystem of research and 
defence industry limit India’s 
ability to operationalise AI at 
a decisive scale. The danger is 
that while India builds pilots 
and prototypes, adversaries 
are already deploying AI in 
live conflict scenarios.

Invisible Battle-
fields: The Cyber 
Domain as the New 
Frontline
If AI is the brain of future 
warfare, cyber is its blood-
stream. The United States 
commands perhaps the most 
mature offensive cyber capa-
bility in the world, with U.S. 
Cyber Command operating 
as a fully-fledged warfight-
ing unit. From disrupting 
ISIS propaganda networks 
to launching precision cyber 
strikes on adversarial infra-
structure, the U.S. has dem-
onstrated that cyber power 
can substitute or supple-
ment conventional military 
campaigns. Its doctrine of 
“persistent engagement” 
ensures that adversaries 
are always on the defensive, 
never secure in their digital 
networks.

China, in contrast, has 
perfected the art of cyber-
enabled espionage and long-
term infiltration. From the 
theft of intellectual property 
to the sabotage of strategic 
networks, Chinese cyber 
units have shown skill in 
operating below the thresh-
old of open warfare. Beijing 
uses cyber tools as both a 
strategic equaliser and an 
enabler of hybrid warfare, 
penetrating supply chains, fi-
nancial systems, and critical 
infrastructure of rivals. The 
Chinese state’s close ties with 

its technology giants give it 
both reach and plausible 
deniability in global cyber 
operations.

India’s cyber posture, 
though evolving, remains 
predominantly defensive. 
The creation of the Defence 
Cyber Agency and increased 
focus on protecting critical 
infrastructure are steps 
in the right direction. But 
India still lacks a clearly 
articulated offensive cyber 
doctrine. Without credible 
offensive capacity, deterrence 
in cyberspace is weak. Ad-
versaries perceive India as 
a soft target for asymmetric 
attacks, whether through 
ransomware, espionage, or 
sabotage. To secure its posi-
tion, India must invest not 
just in firewalls but in the 
capacity to strike back deci-
sively in cyberspace.

Quantum Dawn: 
The Race to Secure 
the Unseen
Quantum technology repre-
sents the next seismic shift 
in warfare, promising secure 
communication, ultra-fast 
computing, and unprec-
edented decryption capa-
bilities. The United States 
has taken significant strides 
in quantum computing and 
encryption, particularly in 
military-grade applications 
aimed at securing command 
networks and disrupting en-
emy cryptography.

China, however, is arguably 
ahead in this field. With its 
successful demonstration 
of satellite-based quantum 
communication, Beijing has 
established itself as a leader 
in secure communication 
networks that are resistant to 
interception. Its investment 
in quantum radar, capable 
of detecting stealth aircraft, 
underscores the disruptive 
potential of this technology. 
In the quantum race, China’s 
blend of state direction, aca-
demic research, and military 
application is creating a for-
midable edge.

India has begun its journey, 
with ISRO experimenting 
with quantum key distribu-
tion and several research 
projects under the National 
Mission on Quantum Tech-
nologies. Yet, these remain 
early-stage efforts. India 
must bridge the gap be-
tween laboratory research 
and military deployment, 
or risk falling irreversibly 
behind. Quantum technol-
ogy is not a distant frontier; 
it is a race already underway. 
The winners will control the 
most secure communications 
and potentially render tradi-
tional stealth and encryption 
obsolete.

Beyond Gravity: 
Militarisation 
of Space and 
Multi-Domain 
Convergence
The future battlefield is no 
longer confined to land, 
sea, and air—it now extends 
into outer space. The United 
States has institutionalised 
its space dominance through 
the establishment of the 
U.S. Space Force, focusing 
on satellite swarms, orbital 
surveillance, and counter-
space weapons. The ability 
to dominate the orbital layer 
provides the U.S. unmatched 
intelligence, communication, 
and navigation superiority.

China, too, has invested 
heavily in counter-space 
capabilities. Its successful 
tests of anti-satellite (ASAT) 
weapons, development of 
satellite-killer systems, and 
integration of space warfare 
into its strategic doctrine 
indicate a clear ambition: 
to deny adversaries the use 
of space while ensuring 
its own freedom of action. 
Beijing views space not as a 
supporting domain but as a 
decisive one.

India demonstrated its 
ASAT capability in 2019 
through Mission Shakti, 
a milestone achievement. 
However, India’s space mili-
tarisation remains reactive 

rather than proactive. While 
ISRO’s technological prow-
ess is undeniable, translat-
ing this into military-grade 
space dominance is still an 
unfinished agenda. Without 
deeper integration of space 
assets into tri-service opera-
tions, India risks lagging in a 
domain that may determine 
the tempo of future wars.

Hypersonics, Un-
manned Systems, 
and the Future 
Arsenal
Hypersonic weapons and 
unmanned systems repre-
sent the sharp edge of next-
generation arsenals. The 
United States has advanced 
programmes in hypersonic 
glide vehicles and missile 
defence systems capable of 
intercepting them. Its use 
of unmanned aerial systems 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, and 
beyond demonstrates both 
maturity and operational 
dominance in drone warfare.

China has already tested 
hypersonic glide vehicles, 
reportedly achieving ma-
noeuvrability and speeds 
that alarmed Pentagon ana-
lysts. Its focus on unmanned 
stealth combat platforms and 
drone swarms signals a strat-
egy aimed at overwhelming 
adversaries with speed and 
quantity.

India is developing hyper-
sonic technology in collabo-
ration with Russia through 
the BrahMos-II project, and 
indigenous drone capabili-
ties are expanding through 
startups and defence initia-
tives. However, the scale 
and pace remain modest 
compared to the U.S. and 
China. Without sustained 
investment and ecosystem 
support, India risks stay-
ing on the margins of the 
hypersonic and unmanned 
revolution.

India’s Ascent: 
Promise Amidst the 
Paradox
Despite these challenges, In-

dia is not without promise. 
The Atmanirbhar Bharat ini-
tiative has galvanised indige-
nous defence R&D, fostering 
a new generation of startups 
and innovators. Collabora-
tions with France, Israel, 
and the U.S. are enhancing 
India’s technological ecosys-
tem, particularly in drones, 
sensors, and AI-driven sys-
tems. India’s demonstrated 
ASAT capability, growing 
cyber command structures, 
and expanding AI research 
are significant achievements.

Yet, India’s paradox re-
mains: ambition without 
full-scale integration. Bud-
getary limitations, bureau-
cratic inertia, and siloed 
functioning of the tri-ser-
vices impede the transforma-
tion. Unlike the U.S. with its 
unified command structures 
or China with its state-driven 
civil-military fusion, India 
struggles with fragmented 
execution. The danger is not 
the absence of vision but the 
inability to operationalise it 
at scale and speed.

The War of 
Tomorrow: A 
Glimpse into the 
Converging Future
The battlefield of tomorrow 
will not be a linear clash of 
armies but a converging 
storm of technologies. AI 
will drive real-time decision-
making, quantum systems 
will secure communica-
tions, cyber operations will 
paralyse enemy infrastruc-
ture, space assets will con-
trol orbital dominance, and 
hypersonic weapons will 
compress decision timelines 
to seconds. The victor will 
be the nation that integrates 
these domains seamlessly, 
achieving decision superi-
ority before the adversary 
can even respond.

For India, this means mak-
ing bold choices. Incremen-
tal progress will no longer 
suffice. The wars of tomor-
row will be algorithmic, un-
manned, and multidomain. 

A military that lacks AI-driv-
en command networks or 
quantum-secured commu-
nications risks paralysis. A 
state without offensive cyber 
capabilities risks humiliation 
without a single bullet fired. 
India must therefore priori-
tise disruptive innovation, 
accelerate civil-military 
integration, and invest not 
just in catching up but in 
leapfrogging where possible.

From Catch-Up 
to Leadership: 
India’s Strategic 
Imperative
India stands at a crossroads. 
The choice is stark: remain 
a reactive power that strug-
gles to match adversaries’ 
innovations, or transform 
into a proactive power ca-
pable of shaping the rules 
of next-generation warfare. 
The stakes are existential, 
for wars in this new era are 
not merely about territory 
but about national survival, 
economic security, and geo-
political relevance.

The United States and 
China are already scripting 
the doctrines of algorithmic 
wars. For India, the task is 
not simply to avoid falling 
behind but to create a dis-
tinct path that leverages its 
democratic innovation, tech-
nological talent, and strategic 
geography. The journey will 
be difficult, but the impera-
tive is clear: in an age where 
wars are won before the 
first shot is fired, India must 
move from catch-up to lead-
ership—or risk becoming a 
spectator in the wars that 
will define the twenty-first 
century.
“Prof. Dr. Nishakant Ojha, a 
leading strategist in defence 
and national security, is glob-
ally recognized for his expertise 
in AI, cyber warfare, and quan-
tum defence. Trusted advisor to 
governments, he dissects modern 
battlefields with rare clarity, 
positioning India’s security dis-
course against China, the United 
States, and emerging threats.”

‘Coded Commanders’ are ‘new General’ as AI takes centre stage in warfare
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Impeaching the election 
umpire: India’s  
Republic-era story
India’s election umpire faces an unprecedented 
impeachment push, exposing the Constitution’s high 
removal bar and the autonomy-versus-accountability 
tension in the world’s largest democracy.

Two days ago India’s 
Opposit ion  (the 
I.N.D.I.A. bloc) an-

nounced plans to table 
an impeachment motion 
against Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) Gyanesh 
Kumar, accusing him of 
bias after he demanded Ra-
hul Gandhi retract allega-
tions of election “vote theft” 
with a sworn affidavit. At 
a press conference, Kumar 
dismissed Rahul’s claim 
as “an insult” to the Con-
stitution and insisted Gan-
dhi must either “submit a 
signed affidavit or apolo-
gise” for his charges. The 
Opposition has condemned 
the CEC’s remarks as “ludi-
crous” and out of character 
for an impartial election 
authority. Congress MP 
Gaurav Gogoi warned col-
leagues that “our democ-
racy is alive solely because 
of [the right to vote] – [and] 
the Election Commission is 
the protector of this right,” 
implying that Kumar’s 
conduct threatened public 
faith.

Parliamentary removal 
of a CEC is extremely dif-
ficult. By constitutional de-
sign, the CEC can only be 
removed by impeachment 
on grounds of “proved 
misbehaviour or incapac-
ity” via a special motion in 
Parliament. That motion 
must be supported by at 
least 50 members in the 
Rajya Sabha or 100 in the 
Lok Sabha and then passed 
by a two-thirds majority of 
those present and voting in 
both Houses. In practice, 
this supermajority has nev-
er been secured – President 
Pratibha Patil famously 
rebuffed CEC N. Gopalas-
wami’s 2009 recommenda-
tion to oust Election Com-
missioner Navin Chawla, 
noting that the CEC’s ad-
vice was not binding. As 
one former CEC, T.S. Krish-
namurthy, wryly observed, 
“If there is a constitutional 
provision, let the opposi-
tion employ it,” but without 
the ruling party’s support 
an impeachment motion 
“would lack numbers”. In 
short, the I.N.D.I.A. bloc’s 
threat – even if formally 
tabled – faces long odds 
under India’s entrenched 
protections for the Election 

Commission. 

Constitutional 
origins and 
founding 
elections
The Election Commission 
of India was established 
by Article 324 of the Con-
stitution (1950) as an in-
dependent constitutional 
body. Article 324 mandates 
a Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) and such 
other commissioners as the 
President decides, with the 
exclusive duty to “super-
intend, direct and control” 
elections to Parliament, 
state legislatures, and the 
President/Vice-President. 
In fact, the ECI was consti-
tuted on January 25, 1950 
– one day before India’s 
Constitution came into 
force – underscoring its 
foundational role. To guard 
its autonomy, Article 324(5) 
provides that the CEC 
“shall not be removed…ex-
cept in like manner and on 
the like grounds as a judge 
of the Supreme Court”. 
Former CEC V.S. Sampath 
explained this was done “to 
give autonomy” – hence the 
CEC has the same status as 
a Supreme Court judge, and 
needs a two-thirds parlia-
mentary vote for removal.

The first CEC, Sukumar 
Sen (1950–54), faced the 
monumental task of India’s 
maiden general elections 
(1951–52). His office meticu-
lously prepared electoral 
rolls and polling arrange-
ments for ~170 million eligi-
ble voters (85% illiterate) in 
an era of scarce infrastruc-
ture. Ingenious solutions 
– custom steel ballot boxes, 
indelible ink, radio edu-
cation campaigns – were 
devised to ensure a cred-
ible vote. Eventually ~8,00 
million people turned out 
(45.7%), giving Congress a 
sweeping majority. Sen lat-
er recalled that he insisted 

on rigorous standards (e.g. 
special bridges and ink for 
remote areas) despite pres-
sure for speed. The image 
below shows Sukumar Sen 
at work:

In its early years the ECI 
was a lone-wolf body: the 
CEC was the sole com-
missioner from 1950 until 
the Election Commission 
(Conditions of Service) Act 
1989 formally introduced 
additional Election Com-
missioners. Since 1989, the 
Commission has operated 
with three members (one 
CEC and two ECs). All are 
appointed by the President 
(on the advice of the Union 
cabinet), and may only be 
removed as per Article 
324(5) (like judges). This 
constitutional framework – 
independent appointment 
plus high removal bar – 
was meant to keep elections 
“out of the hands of the gov-
ernment of the day” (as Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar insisted). 

Electoral reforms 
under key CECs
Over the decades, suc-
cessive CECs have driven 
major reforms and also 
sparked controversy by 
their zeal. T.N. Seshan 
(10th CEC, 1990–96) is the 
most celebrated reformer. 
Known for his no-nonsense 
style, Seshan aggressively 
enforced the Model Code 
of Conduct and curtailed 
illegal practices. He insist-
ed on mandatory photo 
voter IDs (introduced in 
the 1993 Representation 
of the People Act), banned 
booth loiterers, campaign 
excesses, liquor distribu-
tion, and misuse of official 
machinery. One journalist 

noted that Seshan “cleaned 
up Indian elections” by 
making politicians fear en-
forcement. (He famously 
quipped “You are very cor-
rupt-corrupt” to raucous 
audiences.) His reforms 
included the indelible ink 
rule and strict scrutiny of 
election expenditures. In 
the photo below, Seshan is 
shown in 1993 – the year 
he instituted voter ID cards 
nationwide.

The Model Code of Con-
duct itself has a longer his-
tory. It originated in 1960 
(during a Kerala assembly 
election) and was first for-
malized by the ECI as the 
“Minimum Code” in 1968. 
The Code (which is not 
statutory law but has qua-
si-legal standing) imposes 
constraints on parties and 
candidates during polls 
– a cornerstone of India’s 
orderly campaigns today. 
Seshan’s successors have 
continued this tradition. 
For instance, CEC Syed 
Yousuf Raza (Y.S. Qurai-
shi, 2008–11) advocated 
legally backing the Code to 
penalize breaches more ef-
fectively.

Other reforms include the 
gradual rollout of Electron-
ic Voting Machines (EVMs) 
starting in 1998, expansion 
of postal ballots and proxy 
voting for the disabled, and 
revisions of electoral rolls 
(such as the intensive revi-
sion drives in recent years). 
Former CEC B.B. Tandon 
introduced the maximum 
age of 65 for EC members; 
current law sets terms of 
six years or until 65, which-
ever is earlier. Throughout, 
the Election Commission 
has prided itself on inclu-

siveness (all adults can 
register) and transparency 
(scrutiny by the Supreme 
Court, introduction of Form 
17C counting certificates, 
etc.). As Sampath noted, 
the Commission strives so 
every adult Indian gets “an 
opportunity of participat-
ing in the electoral pro-

cess”. 

Key controversies 
l  1952 First Election: 

Conducting the inaugural 
general election involved 
unprecedented logistics. 
Sukumar Sen’s team over-
came literacy barriers by 
inventing new symbols and 
educational campaigns, ul-
timately delivering a 45.7% 
turnout among 170 million 
voters. No major disputes 
arose over the process itself 
– it is remembered as a suc-
cessful start for indepen-
dent India.
l  1990–96, T.N. Seshan 

Era: Seshan’s radical en-
forcement of rules courted 
both praise and ire. Many 
politicians chafed at his ri-
gidity (some branded him 
“authoritarian”), yet he 
drastically reduced vote-
buying and election vio-
lence. His tenure set a new 
norm that the CEC could 
suspend elections and even 
recommend disqualifica-
tion for code violations.
l  2006–09, Gopalas-

wami–Chawla Clash: In a 
rare intra-EC showdown, 
CEC N. Gopalaswami ac-
cused fellow Commissioner 
Navin Chawla of bias (Go-
palaswami alleged Chawla 
favored a certain party) and 
recommended his removal. 
This triggered litigation 
over the removal process: 
the government forwarded 
Gopalaswami’s petition 
to the President rather 
than the CEC (as Article 
324 implied), and in 2009 
President Pratibha Patil 
ultimately rejected the rec-
ommendation. The episode 
revealed ambiguity: only 
the CEC can initiate remov-

al of other ECs, and even 
then the President must 
act on CEC advice (which 
in 2009 the President de-
clined to do).
l  2013–2022, EVM and 

Roll Debates: In recent 
years, opposition parties 
have repeatedly questioned 
EVM security (claiming 
machines can be hacked) 
and alleged mass deletions 
from voter rolls. The ECI 
has defended its technol-
ogy, even inviting inter-
national experts to certify 
EVM integrity. Meanwhile, 
the Commission’s special 
summary revision drives 
(e.g. Bihar SIR 2024) have 
triggered protests when 
large numbers of names 
were purged. Each contro-
versy tests the Commis-
sion’s fact-finding powers 
and transparency – as re-
flected in the current row.
l 2024–25 “Vote Chori” 

Row: The latest flashpoint 
began when Rahul Gandhi 
accused the ECI of “vote 
theft” in a Karnataka con-
stituency. CEC Gyanesh 
Kumar’s counter-demand 
for proof led to a public 
clash. Opposition leaders 
now threaten an unprec-
edented impeachment mo-
tion. Rahul Gandhi has 
himself protested what he 
calls partisan enforcement, 
noting that the ECI de-
manded an affidavit from 
him but had not required 
one when BJP leader An-
urag Thakur made similar 
allegations. Trinamool’s 
Mahua Moitra scolded Ku-
mar: “it is not the job of the 
CEC to attack the Opposi-
tion; your job… is to address 
the valid queries raised”. 
CPI(M)’s John Brittas ac-

cused the “new ECI” of 
acting as the ruling party’s 
“B-team,” alleging a “dia-
bolical design” to alter voter 
rolls nationwide (from 
Kerala to Jammu). These 
sharp charges underscore 
the high stakes: controlling 
the integrity of India’s elec-
tions means controlling the 
lifeblood of democracy. 

A global 
perspective
India’s election system 
stands out internationally 
in scale and structure. As 
a 2013 Brookings analysis 
noted, India’s electorate 
(~900 million eligible vot-
ers, ~780 million actual 
turnout) vastly exceeds 
that of entire continents: 
Europe (~449 million) or 
North America (~324 mil-
lion). The U.S. presidential 
electorate is far smaller, and 
American voting is done in 
a single day nationwide. By 
contrast, India’s parliamen-
tary elections may span 
six weeks to mobilize its 
800,000 polling stations. 
Strobe Talbott of Brookings 
highlighted this by quip: 
“In short, there is a very 
big difference between the 
Indian system and our own 
here in the United States 
where… we know before we 
go to bed at night who has 
won”.

Structurally, many de-
mocracies also employ 
independent  e lect ion 
bodies. India’s design – a 
single, top-level Election 
Commission (one CEC 
+ two ECs) insulated by 
constitution – is relatively 
unique. For example, the 
United Kingdom created 
its Electoral Commission 
by Parliament in 2000; it 
is a statutory multi-mem-
ber body appointed by the 
Crown on advice of the 
Commons. (It regulates 
campaign finance and 
sets election standards, 
but with different pow-
ers and a later establish-
ment date.) In the United 
States, there is no national 
election commission; in-
stead election administra-
tion is decentralized to 
states, and federal law (via 
the Help America Vote Act 
of 2002) improved uni-
form standards. Countries 

like Canada (Elections 
Canada)  and Austra-
lia (Australian Electoral 
Commission) have bodies 
akin to India’s ECI. Uni-
versally, these bodies are 
meant to be independent. 
India’s CEC even enjoys 
the same rank as a top Su-
preme Court judge – a sta-
tus mirrored in other plac-
es by requiring legislative 
supermajorities or judi-
cial review for removal. 
In sum, while modalities 
vary, democratic norms 
demand that election ad-
ministrators be shielded 
from partisan pressures. 

So far…
Since 1950, India’s Elec-
tion Commission – led by 
its CEC – has been central 
to the nation’s democratic 
journey. From Sukumar 
Sen’s pioneering efforts in 
1952 to T.N. Seshan’s 1990s 
crackdown on malprac-
tices to today’s debates 
over electronic voting and 
voter rolls, the ECI has re-
peatedly confronted chal-
lenges and controversies. 
The recently mooted im-
peachment motion against 
CEC Gyanesh Kumar may 
never succeed (given the 
high constitutional bar), 
but it underscores the un-
easy balance between ac-
countability and indepen-
dence. As former CEC Y.S. 
Quraishi warned, India 
has “the most powerful 
Commission in the world” 
– yet one with a “defective” 
appointment system. De-
bates over reform (such 
as a judicial-like selec-
tion collegium) continue. 
Through it all, however, 
the Commission remains 
the guardian of India’s 
voting rights. As voices in 
Parliament reminded us, 
if elections are the bed-
rock of democracy, “the 
Election Commission is its 
protector”. The memories 
of past struggles – the en-
gineering feats of 1952, the 
stern injunctions of 1990s 
CECs, the testimonies of 
politicians past and pres-
ent – paint a vivid picture: 
India’s election story is 
one of continual reform 
and contest, writ large 
against the world’s largest 
electorate. 
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3. Sukumar Sen, India’s first Chief Election Commissioner (in office 1950–54), photographed 
during preparations for the 1952 election. (File)

CEC Gyanesh Kumar. (File)

Parliamentary removal of a CEC is extremely difficult. 
By constitutional design, the CEC can only be removed 
by impeachment on grounds of “proved misbehaviour 

or incapacity” via a special motion in Parliament.

Chief Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan (in office 1990–96) became known for ushering in strict electoral reforms and 
enforcement. (File)

Key Events

1950: Article 324 establishes the Election Commission (EC). Sukumar Sen becomes 1st 
CEC (Jan 25).

1951–52: India’s first general election (Jan–Feb 1952) – massive polling with new ballot 
symbols.

1968: First Model Code of Conduct issued (as “Minimum Code”).

1990–96: T.N. Seshan serves as CEC, introducing voter IDs and rigorous enforcement.

1998: All electronic voting machines (EVMs) deployed nationwide.

2006–09: N. Gopalaswami (CEC) vs. Navin Chawla (EC) controversy over alleged partisan 
bias; President rejects removal order.

2024–25: I.N.D.I.A. bloc threatens impeachment of CEC Gyanesh Kumar over “vote theft” 
claims.

Size of India’s gamer base: ~488 million online gamers (2024), per FICCI–EY.


