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THOUGHT You cannot subsidise irresponsibility and

FOR THE DAY

expect people to be more responsible
— Thomas Sowell, American economist

Irresponsible citizens contribute majorly to city’s chaos

o rid the western side of Borivli
I railway station of traffic conges-
tion, the Brihanmumbai Munic-
ipal Corporation and Borivli traffic
police have blocked 12 crossings on a
100-metre section of SV Road.
According to the traffic police,
thousands of vehicles ply this stretch
daily. There are delays in traversing
this distance because of pedestrians
dashing across the road, crossing over
at several junctures. A traffic police
officer stated in the report that they

decided to block all gaps used by pe-
destrians to cross the road, and these
12 gaps needed to have permanent
closures.

Barricades and fences have been
set up to prevent people from climb-
ing over. This has made locals happy,
since they negotiate that distance
faster and with less trouble. Some
of them were taking narrow lanes as
shortcuts to reach their destinations
in time, which is nota good idea at all.

There is areal need to look at sever-

al traffic-dense areas, especially chal-
lenging stretches of roads and assess
if people climbing over short dividers
or even gaps are slowing down traf-
fic, posing a danger not only to them-
selves but others, too, while running
across the road amidst moving traffic.

While some dividers are low, so
people are able to clamber over them.
Sometimes, fence bars have been
twisted and broken so that people can
squeeze through them. There are gaps
in between anti-crossing infra allow-

ing people to push through them.

Those crossing over are in a hurry,
and any gap suits them. They try to
get across using lacunae in road in-
frastructure and exploit the spaces.

While repairs are important and
plugging gaps becomes vital, people
need legitimate crossing points for
safety. Crossings are made for a rea-
son, barricades are installed for yet
another reason, so adhere to rules.
Like they say, mind the gap — for all
the right reasons.

LAVIE EN
ROSA

Rosalyn D’Mello

ractice” is a word to which I
P feel increasingly attuned in

my late thirties. Possibly be-
cause it has accrued deeper conno-
tations across the wider span of my
lived experiences, even though the
word registered itself in my vocab-
ulary since childhood, I could date
my intentional use of it to when I
was in the third standard, so about
eight years old, and joined the chil-
dren’s choir. We had ‘practice’ every
Thursday, if I remember correctly. I
had also begun weekly piano prac-
tice around then. In school, we had
“marching” practice all through De-
cember ahead of Sport’s Day, and we
usually called it “practice” if we were
cast in some school play or singing
competition and needed to attend
daily rehearsals.

The frequency of our usage of the
word begins to wane over time, how-
ever, especially as we get busy earn-
ing a living and find ourselves short
on time for hobbies. Unless you have
friends who are getting married and
you need to brush up on your chore-
ographed dancing skills, one doesn’t
‘attend’ practice, nor do we necessar-
ily even dare to chart new waters and
take on a new vocation.

[ was 10 years old when I knew I
wanted to be a writer. In every school
“autograph book” I signed, [ would list
my dream as wanting to be a “poet-
ess’”. At some point, it changed to psy-
chologist, but the dream of wanting
to be a writer remained. It was what
moved me to pursue a graduate de-
gree in English literature.I had no one
in my immediate circle of friends and
acquaintances who could show me
the ropes. I wrote sappy poems that I
only shared with mybest friend. I read
a lot, not just because reading books
was part of my syllabus, but because I
had internalised that in order to write
better, you had to digest as many lit-
erary works as you could. There were
no creative writing programmes in
my student days, so I had no way of
knowing that to build a writing prac-

Practising in imperfect conditions

Sustaining a writer’s vocation is deeply linked to an individual’s
commitment to words, not when they are succeeding, but when
they are floundering, even failing

| knew | wanted to be a writer since | was 10 years old. In every school ‘autograph book’ | signed, | would list my dream as wanting
tobe a'poetess. REPRESENTATION PIC/ISTOCK

tice, you had to commit to writing
regularly. You had to build a discipline
of attentive listening and intentional
note-taking. [ didn't know any of this,
but the one thing I did, intuitively,
was maintain a diary. I didn’t do daily
entries, but I did attempt regularity.
[ still have the first disciplined diary
[ maintained during the first year of
my undergraduate degree. Most of my
entries recount the pure joy of making
contact with new ideas, with profes-
sors who excited me, who made their
subjects come alive, professors who
have now passed away, like Eddie.
One of the reasons I've been think-
ing of practice so much is because I
recently undertook my first art writ-
ing assignment in more than a year.
Because the editor is a friend, and
the artist I'm writing about is some-
one who has influenced my writing.
Where, ordinarily, a piece of this
nature would have taken me two
weeks at best, amid other work and
assignments, this time I've taken two
months! Not only because | feel “un-

practiced” but because the demands
of motherhood and full-time work
make it so difficult to find the time
to immerse myself in such writing.
Because to get into a state of flow,
you need to be able to give yourself
time. You need to try out a few sen-
tences, see how they align, delete if
necessary, begin again from scratch,
even. Inorder to “save” time, [ got my
recording transcribed by Al only to
learn that doing the transcripts my-
self isactually a significant part of my
practice. It helps me pick up on what
1s unspoken, what lies beneath the
surface of a conversation.

As my 10-year alliance with mid-
day as a columnist comes to a close,
['ve been reflecting on what it has
meant for me to publish such a fem-
inist diary every week for a decade.
This discipline definitely altered the
tenor of mywriting. This intervening
period is book-ended by two of my
own books. I wrote my first column
after my debut book, and will soon
write my last ahead of the interna-

tional publication of my next book,
which owes its literariness to the dis-
cipline that was nurtured because of
this column.

I'm toying with the idea of a Sub-
stack newsletter to continue the prac-
tice. I'll let you know if I do, so you
can subscribe for my updates. I've
been wrestling with all the scraps,
leftovers, and notations made over 15
years of my writing practice. Maybe
what they need is to live in a virtual
house. I still don’t know at what point
[ truly “became” awriter.I've accepted
that sustaining this vocation is hinged
to one’s commitment to words, not
when one is succeeding but when
one is floundering, even failing. To be
awriter is to keep at it, even if the tap
runs dry.

Deliberating on the life and times of every
woman, Rosalyn D'Mello is a reputable art
critic and the author of AHandbook For My
Lover. She posts @rosad1985 on Instagram

Send your feedback to
mailbag@mid-day.com

The views expressed in this column are the individual's and don’t represent those of the paper
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Her mother pushes her
chair, Rutvi pushes limits

This refers to ‘Where there’s

a wheel, there's a bullseye!'.
Wheelchair-bound archer

Rutvi Lolge, with her mother’s
unwavering support, shows how
talent and grit can defy all odds.
Hopefully, her story inspires the
Archery Association of India,
NGOs, and philanthropists to
support her dream.

AMIT BANERJEE

People like Rutvi Lolge

inspire all of us

Athletes like Rutvi Lolge and
Sheetal Devi inspire not just
differently abled athletes
but everyone, showing how
determination can triumph
against all odds.

BAL GOVIND

BEST, it’s time to
revive the classics

This refers to ‘A double-

decker dream of a comeback’.
Commuters have always loved
double-decker buses. It's time for
BEST to bring them back on long
routes for easier travel.

CAJETAN PETER D'SOUZA

Arresting Jawad before he
could escape was smart

Apropos of ‘Al-Falah chairman
Jawad Ahmed remanded to ED
custody’, agencies acted quickly
after the November 10 Delhi
blast. The National Investigation
Agency’s probe and Enforcement
Directorate’s timely arrest
before his escape show strong
coordination, with magisterial
proceedings ensuring the case
proceeds efficiently.

PV PRAKASH
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‘He is no longer the Srikant
with swag and sharpness’

Returning with “‘The Family Man 3’ after four years, Manoj Bajpayee discusses how his
much-loved spy has lost his mojo this season as he locks horns with Jaideep Ahlawat

MOHAR BASU
mohar.basu@mid-day.com

SRIKANT Tiwari’s fans are ea-
ger to meet him in the third
season of The Family Man.
But as soon as we sit down

Jaideep
badhiya actor
hai! When you

for a chat with Manoj Ba- work with brilliant

jpayee, who plays arguably
India’s most loved spy in

actors, you feel great

the Prime Video series, he W/ R (R gtk - (1T} feed

makes it clear that his char-
acter has changed in the four
years since the second edition
ended. “Srikant is not in his top
form right now. He’s a little wob-
bly,” starts the actor.

Despite being a spy thriller, a
huge part of the series’ appeal lies
in creators Raj Nidimoru and Kr-
ishna DK’s treatment of the family
dynamics. Bajpayee reveals that the
opening episode will establish how
the protagonist is in a rocky place
with his family. The actor explains,
“Any common person derives their
strength from the family. Even
if there is a quarrel in the family,
the day is messed up. So, he is not

Having shot a part of the series in
Nagaland, Manoj Bajpayee says
the warmth of the locals stood

out for him."The villages are
worth going to, just to see how
much they believe in cleanliness
and discipline,” he says.

off each other

Manoj
Bajpayee

the Srikant Tiwari with his swag
and sharpness. His job is gone; he
is trying to get his strength and
mojo back.”

[t helps then that the drama is
elevated by Jaideep Ahlawat, who
plays his nemesis in the series. For
Bajpayee, it was a delight to reunite
with the actor after Chittagong (2011)
and Gangs of Wasseypur (2012). “We
would keep meeting on and off,”
says Bajpayee. If an on-screen face-
off between the two powerful actors
sounds like a cinephile’s dream, Ba-
jpayee agrees that they both elevat-
ed each other’s work. “Jaideep ba-

dhiya actor hai! When you work with
brilliant actors, you feel great as an
artiste. You feed off each other.”

For the latest season, Raj-DK have
taken the story to Northeast India.
Considering we all witnessed the
conflict in Manipur last year, we
ask Bajpayee how much of the local
politics makes it to the show. “A lot
of it does, but the show is primarily
set in Nagaland. Not all the states
in the Northeast are going through
[conflict]. Entertainment is always
our primary motive, but that hint
of what we want to say shows in
the story.”

Manoj Bajpayee in
‘The Family Man:.
PICS/YOUTUBE, INSTAGRAM

Manoj Bajpayee first teamed

up with Jaideep Ahlawat

for ‘Chittagong’ (2011). The
historical drama saw them work
with Ahlawat’s Film & Television
Institute of India batchmates
Rajkummar Rao and Vijay
Varma.
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T have a right to blackmail Naseer saab’

PRIYANKA SHARMA
priyanka.sharma@mid-day.com

MANY films are born as adaptation
of books. In contrast, Gustaakh Ishq
was born because a book could not be
adapted. First-time producer Manish
Malhotra had initially approached
Vibhu Puri to adapt a 400-page book.
When the director said the adapta-
tionwould take far too long, Malhotra
asked him one question: ‘Do you have
something that you want to make?’
Enter Gustaakh Ishq, starring Naseer-
uddin Shah, Vijay Varma, and Fatima
Sana Shaikh.

Puri recalls, “I told Manish this story

Having bonded with Naseeruddin Shah since ‘Taj,
director Vibhu Puri reveals how he almost blackmailed
the senior actor to star in ‘Gustaakh Ishq’

set in old Delhi and Punjab.
As soon as he heard it,
Manish said he wanted
to make it

For the director, reu-
niting with the veteran
actor after Taj: Divided by
Blood was a dream come
true. But the dream was on
the verge of not materialising. “Ini-
tially, I thought he would be khadoos.
But Naseer saab was so nice to me
during Taj that I fell in love with him.
He agreed to star in this film, but then
we had some date issues. So, Manish
and [ went to his house and I said, ‘If
you don’t want to do it, tell me who I

Director Vibhu
Puri is returning
to feature films
10 years after his
last offering,
‘Hawaizaada,

led by
Ayushmann
Khurrana

should work with. Naseer said that I
was blackmailing him, to which I said,
‘Yes, I will. I have a right to do that to
you,” he grins.

Romances have dominated the box
office in 2025. As he brings his love
story, Puri believes the audience has
had enough of action offerings. “Be-
tween 1987 and 1989, films like Aag Hi

A still from
‘Gustaakh Ishq’

Aag [1987] and Aag Ka Gola [1989] were
being made. Thensuddenly, there was
Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak [1988], fol-
lowed by Maine Pyar Kiya [1989] and
Aashiqui [1990]. It changed the entire
decade. After COVID too, everyone
thought people will only watch event
films. But in the end, a person needs
happiness, love, and affection.”

Astlll from
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Small film,
big ambition

Amid indie filmmakers
crying foul about screen
distribution, director
Subodh Khanolkar and
Zeeb head decode taking
Marathi film ‘Dashavatar’
to a wider audience
through streaming

MOHAR BASU
mohar.basu@mid-day.com

WHILE 46 indie filmmakers across
the country are planning to start
a collective to champion small-
budget films and ensure equitable
screens for them (We are develop-
ing a collective of filmmakers, Nov
19), Marathi filmmaker Subodh Kha-
nolkar feels he is in a place of priv-
ilege. The director’s latest release,
Dashavatar, not only had a strong
run in theatres, butis also being ag-
gressively promoted by Zee5 since it
dropped on November 14.

Starring Dilip Prabhavalkar, the
September release orig-
inally opened with
600 shows. Soon,
bolstered by strong
word-of-mouth,
the Marathi thrill-
er jumped to 800 S
shows. But the big- """ g hodh
ger push came when
it premiered on Zeeb5,
with the streamer executing a 15-
day pre-release promotional plan.
The platform also employed tar-
geted advertising on Instagram to
grab the attention of viewers inter-
ested in mythology. Hema VR, busi-
ness head, Marathi ZEES5, explains,
“To ensure Dashavatar sustains
momentum, we are activating a
multi-layered strategy that goes
beyond just Mumbai and Pune.
We're reaching deeper pockets of
the country, including Solapur,
Kolhapur, Sangli, and more through
targeted digital ads and strong so-
cial media amplification.”

Khanolkar is ecstatic that his
movie, a blend of Konkan folklore
and mystery, has resonated with
people far and wide. “When I saw
Dashavatar receive appreciation
not only from Marathi audience,
but also from viewers of other lan-
guages, it felt reassuring that our
efforts were moving in the right
direction,” he says.

Khanolkar

‘Dashavatar’ has become
the first Marathi film to be
dubbed into Malayalam
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Governors and bills: More
clarity by SC was needed

he Supreme Court’s answers to the presidential reference on an

earlier verdict of the court on the powers of state Governors and

the President while acting under Article 200 and Article 201 of the

Constitution settles part of the controversy that cropped up in
many states over the same but leaves unattended some of the substantial
issues that the court itself calls “strike at the root of the continuation of
our republican and democratic way and the Constitution’s federal
character”.

It is welcome that the court has brought some finality to the matter of
whether a Governor can or cannot sit on a bill forever. This was a badly
needed clarification as several of them sat on bills for as long as four and
five years. The Tamil Nadu Governor even went to the extent of publicly
declaring that if the Governor withholds assent “it means bill is dead”.
Even the Union government took the stand that the Governor can withhold
the bill without returning to the House. The court has upended that option
by decreeing that “withholding of assent must be accompanied by the
returning of the bill to the Assembly” and insisted that “to permit the
Governor to withhold the bill without returning it to the house will dero-
gate the principle of federalism”. That is a mighty observation upholding
the basic structure of our Constitution.

The court has been, however, categorical in that there is no constitution-
al sanction for the concept of “deemed assent”, mooted by an earlier ver-
dict in a case moved by the Tamil Nadu government aggrieved by the inor-
dinate delay by the Governor in signing bills into laws. The court’s posi-
tion that prescribing time limits for both the Governor and the President
to take decisions on bills are beyond its remit is justifiable. It has only
upheld the constitutional principle of separation of powers while deciding
that the decisions are not justiciable.

However, the court appears to have failed in appreciating the circum-
stances which forced the concept of deemed assent, and has offered no
fresh remedy for it except saying the Governor and the President will
decide within a “reasonable time”.

The cardinal issue that brought the court into the very question on
Article 200 is the self-assumed power by Governors who chose to sit in
judgment of bills passed by state Assemblies though they have no consti-
tutional backing for that act. It is back to square one when the court says
that it can exercise a limited power of judicial review and direct the
Governor to decide in a time-bound manner without prescribing a time
limit. It is interesting that the court refers to the federal structure and the
rights of the state legislatures but refused to consider the very question of
whether a state government would move a constitutional court if the
Governor had decided on a bill in a “reasonable time”.

The courts have repeatedly said that the Constitution is a living docu-
ment and can be interpreted to address issues that come up from time to
time. The presidential reference and the Supreme Court’s reply to it can
very well form the basis for a new discourse on the legislature’s rights vis-
a-vis gubernatorial powers when it comes to legislation.

Maoist insurgency on deathbed

he death of dreaded Maoist commander and strategist Madvi Hidma

I and IED expert Meturi Joka Rao, also known as Tech Shankar, in a

police encounter at Maredumilli in Alluri Sitaramaraju district in

Andhra Pradesh, closes a chapter on the Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) in
India.

Born in Purvati village in Sukma district in Chhattisgarh, Hidma began
as a Bastar Dalam member before rising through the ranks of the
Dandakarnya Special Zonal Committee. Several states had announced a
reward for Hidma who was considered an expert in guerrilla attacks.

Over the past two decades, he allegedly masterminded major attacks on
security forces, including the 2010 ambush in Dantewada that killed 76 per-
sonnel of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), the 2013 Jhiram Ghati
attack that killed 27 people, including senior Congress leaders, and the 2021
Sukma ambush that left 22 paramilitary personnel dead.

The CPI-Maoist cadre base was depleted, especially after a deadly 21-day
counter-insurgency operation in Karregutta, where Central forces used
drones and satellite images to guide around 5,000 security personnel.
Several top Maoist leaders were killed and a large number of Maoist cadres
laid down their arms recently in Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh, high-
lighting the fact that the Left-wing Extremism has lost its popular support.

As things stand today, the armed Naxal ideology which started in West
Bengal’s Naxalbari village in July 1972 is on its deathbed and the country
could as well be free of armed Maoists by March 2026 — a deadline by
Union home minister Amit Shah.

However, if policymakers credit this success only to the military ruth-
lessness, they would be mistaken. Due credit should also be awarded to the
government’s welfare and development policies, which weaned popular
support away from the Maoists and strengthened the hands of security
forces. The Narendra Modi government must be congratulated for ending
one of the country’s long-festering internal security issues.
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After Hasina verdict, will

the sp

Monideepa

Banerjie

hat’s the plan

for Vijay
Diwas this
year? On

December 16,
1971, the Pakistani Army
surrendered to the Indian
Army in Dhaka, leading to
the birth of Bangladesh. The
Indian Army marks the day
annually, with the grandest
observance at Kolkata’s Fort
William, the headquarters of
the Eastern Command
which led the campaign to
liberate then East Pakistan.
Last year, with Sheikh
Hasina already taking
refuge in New Delhi, the cer-
emony at Fort William was
subdued and fewer than
usual Bangladeshi defence
officers or freedom fighters
of the Mukti Bahini attend-
ed. Will there even be a
token exchange of goodwill
that day this year?

This question may not be
India’s top priority today as
it grapples to manage its
relationship with Bangla-
desh, its most steadfast
friend in the neighbourhood
for the last 15 years. But it is
symbolic of the diplomatic
tight spot India finds itself
in. Bangladesh wants its for-
mer Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, to be extradited to
her country, now she has
been sentenced to death for
“crimes against humanity”
by a court that Dhaka recog-
nises as legitimate, but the
rest of the world does not.
India, legally, does not have
to send her back. There is
enough wriggle room in the
extradition treaty. But not
sending her back will be
viewed, Dhaka has warned
New Delhi, as an “unfriend-
ly” act.

It’s an unhappy predica-
ment for India. Not only
does it risk alienating
Bangladesh at the political
level, the anti-India senti-
ment among ordinary
Bangladeshis is an unhappy
reality that is going
nowhere. Bangladeshis
would like good neighbourly
relations but the violence of

July-August 2024 has left
deep scars. That India is
sheltering the “perpetrator”
of that pain is a cause of
grief.

India shares a 4,000-km
border with Bangladesh and
has suffered from radical
Islamic groups slipping in
and causing violent unrest
here at home. Also at stake
is the growing warmth
between Dhaka under the
interim government led by
Muhammad Yunus and
Islamabad. The frequency of
visits by Pakistani minis-
ters and top military officers
is reason for great disquiet.
There is also the superpow-
er trio — US, China and
Russia — keeping a strategic
eye on the Bay of Bengal.

Given the complexities,
India needs to design a tacti-
cal response keeping all of
this in mind. The MEA’s
guarded statement, saying it
has “noted” the verdict on
Sheikh Hasina and was
“willing to engage with all
stakeholders” to ensure
“peace, democracy, inclu-
sion and stability in that
country”, needs a take two.
And soon.

Some Bangladesh watch-
ers have lately suggested a
solution that India may
eventually have to explore.
It may use its good offices to
pursue asylum for Sheikh
Hasina in another country.
Western nations did not
oblige when she fled to India
in August 2024. But at that
time, the option of her set-
tling in a Middle Eastern or
Central Asian country was
on the anvil and, analysts
suggest, it might be time for
India to revisit that option.
Also, Sheikh Hasina now
has the death penalty han-
ging over her head. That
might persuade countries
opposed to the death sen-
tence, such as in Europe, to
consider asylum.

Return to Bangladesh?
Shiekh Hasina’s son Sajeeb
Wazed has been quoted as
saying that he is confident
his mother will return to

No wonder then that
it is with great
confidence that Sheikh
Hasina’s son says his
mother will return to
Bangladesh one day.
It’s a denouement
India desires. It will
revisit its ties with
Bangladesh after
February polls.

Bangladesh sooner or later.
But the message Dhaka is
sending out is, no entry,
unless she arrives to appeal
against her sentence in the
Bangladesh Supreme Court,
which is something techni-
cally possible but improba-
ble. In fact, the Supreme
Court earlier this week
struck down one of Sheikh
Hasina’s earliest and most
controversial decisions as
Prime Minister. In 2010, she
abolished the system laid
down by the Bangladesh
Constitution of a caretaker
government overseeing par-
liamentary elections.

That was in 2010. On
Thursday, November 20, the
Supreme Court restored the
concept of caretaker govern-
ment. That decision, to do
away with the caretaker sys-
tem, was among the first
steps Ms Hasina took after
becoming Prime Minister in
2009 that foretold her
arguably authoritarian rule
in later years. The
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party had tried to fiddle
with that system when it
was in power, too, but it
resulted in a brief spell of
military rule before elec-
tions in 2009 that Sheikh
Hasina won. Every subse-
quent election was under
Sheikh Hasina’s govern-
ment. It would be obtuse to
claim they were entirely
free and fair elections and
this pushed the BNP to boy-
cott them. That cast a shad-
ow over the legitimacy of the
elections, but Sheikh Hasina
sailed on regardless.

India did not ever bat an
eyelid because of Sheikh
Hasina quickly proved to be
a good friend, cracking
down on Indian insurgents
and other anti-Indian forces
that had found shelter in
Bangladesh during previous
regimes. For example, the
Jamaat-e-Mujahideen Bang-

irit of ’71 survive?

ladesh (JMB), a radical
Islamist group that set up
sleeper cells in West Bengal
and beyond and triggered
the Khagragarh bomb blast
on October 2, 2014, Sheikh
Hasina dismantled post-
haste. She also chased
Paresh Barua, the United
Liberation Front of Asom
(Ulfa) militant, out of his
safe haven in Dhaka.

And then there is history.
India’s ties with Sheikh Ha-
sina go back nearly 55 years
when it played a historic
role in assisting her father
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
fight to free erstwhile East
Pakistan from the domi-
nance of Islamabad in the
west. After Bangladesh was
born in 1971, Mujibur Rah-
man took over but his ten-
ure was cut short on August
15, 1975, when a military
coup gunned him and most
of his family down. Sheikh
Hasina and her sister Reh-
ana were out of the country
then and survived. For
them, New Delhi became a
second home for years.

No wonder then that it is
with great confidence that
Sheikh Hasina’s son says his
mother will return to
Bangladesh one day. It’s a
denouement India desires.
India’s relationship with
Bangladesh during the
years of military rule were
not cordial. Its relationship
with the Yunus regime is
frosty, too, but the govern-
ment has indicated it is
ready to warm up once there
is an elected government in
place following February
polls. That has been wel-
comed by Dhaka.

This December 16 will go a
long way in paving the
future of India-Bangladesh
ties. Last year, the Bang-
ladesh delegation of military
officers and freedom fight-
ers came to Fort William at
the very last minute ahead
of Vijay Divas and Dhaka
celebrated the day but with-
out the traditional military
parade at its historic Nation-
al Parade Square. This Vijay
Divas will be a test of the
spirit of 1971, which made
India and Bangladesh close
friends and neighbours. Will
that spirit survive?

Monideepa Banerjie is a
senior journalist based in
Kolkata and has earlier
travelled in and reported
from Bangladesh

EIGHTH PAY PANEL

Cmde K.V. Subramaniam
(Retd)
Hyderabad

Government employees (servants)
should be seen as people rendering
a service. The fact that they have to
fight tough competition to get in
should not be overlooked. It is
worth pondering if a slimmer gov-
ernment will result in inefficiency.
Wg Cdr Satinder Singh (Retd)
Hyderabad

SAFETY AT LIFTS

Continuous monitoring by parents
and watchmen/security along with
strict enforcement of safety rules is
essential when children use lifts (5-
year-old dies after getting stuck in
outer grills of lift, Nov. 20).
P. Vijay Kumar
Hyderabad

SHG PRODUCTS

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy's

vision is clear that he wishes to see

Telangana and its people prosper-

ous (State will tie up with Amazon to
sell SGH products, Nov. 20).

M.A. Hadi Shahid

Hyderabad

STARVATION DEATH

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy
must not let a single starvation
death happen in Telangana espe-
cially among children and must ini-
tiate an action plan for the same (8-
year-old dies of starvation in
Mahbubnagar, Nov. 20).

Dr Sridevi G.

Secunderabad

GERIATRIC WARDS

The focus on improving govern-
ment hospitals shows that the gov-
ernment truly wants public health
services to be strong and accessible
for everyone (All govt hospitals to
have geriatric wards for elders:
Damodar, Nov. 20). Earlier, a lot of
attention went only to a few private
hospitals.
T. Kailash Ditya
Hyderabad
i Email your letters to !
: info@deccanmail.com, !
: editor@deccanmail.com. !

Dilip Cherian
Dilli Ka Babu

IRS to MLA in
record time in
Bihar: Story of

Sujit Kumar

here are fast moves in babudom bureaucra-

y, and then there is the Sujit Kumar story,

which has impressed many in service circles.

In just 51 days, Mr Kumar went from princi-

pal commissioner in Delhi to BJP MLA from Gaura

Bauram in Darbhanga, Bihar. Normally, such tran-

sitions take months of paperwork, clearances and

political negotiation. In this case, the timeline has
raised more than a few eyebrows.

The sequence speaks for itself. On September 13,
CBDT issued a promotion list that unusually includ-
ed 20 IRS-IT officers of the 2001 batch at a level many
of their TAS counterparts are still waiting to reach.
Mr Kumar was among them. Ten days later, he and
others were given postings at their upgraded grade.
On September 25, he applied for voluntary retire-
ment. Instead of the standard three-month wait,
Rashtrapati Bhavan cleared it in just 15 days. He
joined the BJP on October 13, was named a candidate
within 24 hours, filed his nomination the next day,
went to the polls on November 6, and won on
November 14.

What makes the speed more striking is the contrast
with others who entered politics the hard way.
Former IAS officer R.K. Singh, once a Union minis-
ter, was recently dismissed from the BJP for speak-
ing out of turn. No such turbulence for Sujit Kumar,
hopefully. His trajectory suggests not just careful
planning, but powerful patrons ensuring the gears
turned smoothly.

None of this means Mr Kumar lacks merit. He is
regarded as bright, ambitious, and politically aware.
But few believe this chain of empanelment, VRS

— o0 ©

clearance, ticket allocation and electoral victory
would have aligned without strong backing from
Delhi.

HINTS OF A BIGGER RESHUFFLE IN DELHI
Fresh off a decisive Bihar victory, the Modi govern-
ment has signalled a sharp bureaucratic reset, one
that goes far beyond routine reshuffling. The most
telling move is the appointment of V. Srinivas as
Rajasthan’s new Chief Secretary. A 1989-batch IAS
officer with deep central exposure, Mr Srinivas was-
n't merely repatriated but strategically placed. His
tenure as Union secretary in administrative reforms,
pensions, and grievances gave him a ringside view of
the Centre’s governance playbook. Now he’s expect-
ed to bring that mindset into Jaipur’s secretariat.

What makes this move more intriguing is the tim-
ing and the tenure. Mr Srinivas is due to retire in
September 2026, which means he gets less than a year
and a half in the hot seat unless the government
grants an extension. That short runway strongly
suggests a targeted mission: push through major
administrative alignments, tighten state-Centre
coordination, and ensure that Rajasthan’s bureau-
cracy operates in sync with national priorities. In
other words: he’s not here for the scenery.
Meanwhile, his predecessor Sudhansh Pant has been
pulled back to Delhi, parked briefly as officer on spe-
cial duty in the Cabinet secretariat, before taking
over as secretary, social justice and empowerment
next year.

But beyond Jaipur, observers expect stirring hap-
penings at the Centre. Several senior posts, including

petroleum & natural gas, empowerment of persons
with disabilities, remain vacant. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is clearly keeping key slots open
while rebalancing the administration in line with
political priorities.

So, this is a prelude. The real action, many in Delhi
believe, is coming at the political level. With key sec-
retary posts at the Centre lying vacant and senior
officers being quietly repositioned, the groundwork
is being laid for something bigger. The chatter in
power corridors is unmistakable — a Union Cabinet
reshuffle may also not be far off. A few non-perform-
ing ministers could be shown the door, fresh faces
may enter, and portfolios could see major
realignment.

THE IPS ERA IN CAPFS IS ENDING

For decades, India’s Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) have lived with what many CAPF officers
call, not entirely jokingly, the “IPS occupation”. The
Supreme Court has now told them the withdrawal
date (reported by this column). With the Court dis-
missing the Centre’s review plea, the May 2025 judg-
ment ordering a phased reduction of IPS deputations
has become irreversible. There’s even a timer — two
years for the transition. No extensions, no polite
ambiguity.

Today, half of all IG posts and one-fifth of DIG posts
in CAPFs are reserved for IPS officers. That pipeline
has shaped careers, morale, and internal hierarchies
for decades. Countless CAPF officers have waited 30
years for a shot at an IG rank, only to watch a
youngish IPS officer fly in, collect stars, and fly out.

4’*

Naturally, the IPS brotherhood is worried. Their
argument, which the Home Ministry echoes, is that
IPS leadership ensures “functional necessity, lateral
talent infusion and national security coordination”.
Fair enough. But that line rings hollow when CAPF
officers themselves run modern counter-insurgency
grids, manage lakhs of personnel in remote borders,
and command units that look more like light infantry
than civil police.

The Supreme Court wasn’t buying the security-
doom argument either. It pointed out something
obvious. Stagnation kills morale, and morale matters
in forces tasked with guarding everything from
Maoist belts to the Pakistan border. The judgment
also did something quietly revolutionary. It said
CAPFs must be treated as full Organised Group A
Services for cadre matters. That’s babu code for “stop
treating them like borrowed labour.”

One amusing data point in the government’s
defence: IPS officers make up only 1.4 per cent of the
CAPF Group A executive cadre, but it’s this tiny seg-
ment sitting in the corner office that decides who gets
promoted.

Will this dismantle IPS’s influence overnight?
Unlikely. The turf war will now move into cadre
review committees, service rule tinkering, and the
bureaucratic trenches of North Block. But something
big has shifted.

Love them, hate them ignore them at national peril,
is the babu guarantee and Dilip’s belief.

Share significant babu escapades
dilipcherian@hotmail.com.
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INDICATORS %

Sensex 85,632.68  0.52
Nifty 50 2619215 054
S&P 500* 6,74129 147
Dollar %) 8871 013
Pound Sterling ) 11588 -0.35
Euro ) 102.17  -0.34
Gold (10gm)* })  122,988v63  -0.05
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 64.12  0.96
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.536  0.06
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 4146 0.015

* As of 8:30 PM IST

Growth of 8 key
infra sectors
stays flat in Oct.

Growth of eight key infrastruc-
ture sectors remained flat in
October as expansion in output
of petroleum refinery products,
fertiliser and steel was offset
by a contraction in coal and
electricity production. The
eight core industries of coal,
crude oil, natural gas, petrole-
um refinery products, electrici-
ty, fertiliser, and steel had
expanded by 3.3 per cent in
September and by 3.8 per cent
in October 2024.

TCS raises $1 bn
from TPG for
HyperVault

Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) raised $1 billion from pri-
vate equity group TPG for its
Al data center business Hype-
rVault, the firm said. Both the
companies will invest a com-
bined 180 billion rupees ($2
billion) in HyperVault over the
next few years. TCS, India’s
largest software company, will
be the majority partner in the
joint venture with a 51 per cetn
stake. TPG will get 27.5 per
cent to 49 per cent stake.

EBG sets up
Powerhouse
with 400 seats

EBG Group launched its 400-
seater EBG Powerhouse at
Dallas Centre in Hyderabad.
This will be its global head-
quarters. It will spend about $7
million for the facility over two
years. It will support start-ups.
The focus will be on electric
vehicles, wellness, food and
beverages, hospitality, realty,
prefab, education, and other
verticals, said Dr. Irfan Khan,
chairman and founder, EBG
Group.

Sonoco launches
Performace Hub
In Hyderabad

Packaging solutions player
Sonoco Products inaugurated
the Sonoco Performance Hub
in Hyderabad. It had first
launched its hub in February
2025 and has transitioned to a
permanent facility. The
Hyderabad team plays a key
role in advancing company’s
digital transformation, analyt-
ics, automation, and emerging
technologies to enhance effi-
ciency. It has plans to set up a
finance CoE in Hyderabad.
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Indian processorstobuy - Sensex, Nifty-50 scale

diamonds from Botswana

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, NOV. 20

Botswana government has
agreed to sell the rough
diamonds mined by its
miner ODC to be sold
directly to India, avoiding
the third-country trading
hubs. This will bring
down the cost of rough
diamonds from Botswana
for Indian diamond
processors.

India and Botswana are
in the process of eliminat-
ing the multi-layered sys-
tem that benefits neither
miners nor processors.
Currently, rough dia-
monds are auctioned in
third country trading
hubs like Dubai, Antwerp
and Israel, inflating prices
before reaching Indian
processors. This also
reduces profits margins
for mining companies.

Further, smaller manu-
facturers in India face
barriers to primary mar-
kets and pay heavy premi-
ums in the secondary
market. The logistics cost
also increases the price of
the rough diamonds.

Under the direct
imports, ODC, the govern-
ment-owned miner in
Botswana will sell the
roughs directly to the buy-
ers in India. The special

JEH AEROSPACE
LAUNCHES MFG UNIT
NEAR HYDERABAD

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, NOV. 20

Atlanta, US-based, Jeh
Aerospace announced the
launch of a manufactur-
ing facility at Horizon
Industrial Parks, Kothur
near Hyderabad.

Horizon Industrial
Parks is owned and man-
aged by Blackstone Real
Estate Funds.

Jeh Aerospace special-
izes in high-precision
aerospace and defense
manufacturing, driven by
software-defined manu-
facturing technology.

The new 2 lakh square
feet facility named Mach 2
will raise Jeh Aerospace’s
India manufacturing foot-
print to over 2.5 lakh sq. ft
when it becomes opera-
tional in 2026.

“Our new Hyderabad fa-
cility is being engineered
as a software-defined, Al-
augmented system that
can think, adapt, and exe-
cute with precision at
scale,” said Vishal
Sanghavi, founder and
chief executive officer,
Jeh Aerospace.

I
BARODA BNP

LAUNCHES U.S.
SMALL CAP FUND

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, NOV. 20

Baroda BNP Paribas
Asset Management India
through its GIFT City

branch has launched
India’s first-ever fund
offering to investors

which give direct access
to the US small-cap mar-
ket through the Baroda
BNP Paribas GIFT US
small cap fund.

The newly launched
open ended fund is also
the first GIFT City-based
fund investing in US
small-cap companies. The
dollar-denominated
investment fund leverag-
ing the remittance limits
allowed to resident India-
ns by RBI under the liber-
alised remittance scheme
under the overseas portfo-
lio investment route.

“As a GIFT City-regis-
tered restricted scheme,
the Baroda BNP Paribas
GIFT US Small Cap Fund
is an efficient investment
option for investors seek-
ing to diversify their
investments into United
States small caps,” said
Sanjay Grover, managing
director and chief execu-
tive officer of the Baroda
BNP Paribas AMC.

4’*
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AROUND 90% of global
@ roughs reach India for

cutting and polishing and

this direct linkage with the min-
ers in Botswana will cut costs
and increase supply.

— JAYANTI SAVALIYA,
Regional chairman, GJEPC

distribution

materials
organisation (SMDO), set
up by GJEPC, will act as a
sight-holder equivalent or
long-term contract part-

ner with De Beers
Botswana and ODC.
Through annual or term-
based supply agreements,
SMDO will procure bulk
roughs and distribute
them to Indian MSMEs.
This will support over
3,000 active buyers, ensur-
ing competitive bidding
and better price realisa-
tion. Lower costs will
eventually benefit the end
consumer.

“Around 90 per cent of

the global roughs reach
India for cutting and pol-
ishing. This direct linkage
with miners in Botswana
will cut costs and increase
supply. We hope to see auc-
tions by ODC to start in
the special notified zone
in Surat in a few months,”

said Jayanti Savaliya,
regional chairman,
GJEPC.

Botswana too benefits
from shifting auctions
from traditional trading
hubs like Antwerp or
Dubai to Surat. It gains
greater control over its
distribution chain and
reduces transaction costs.

Bitcoin in free fall,
touches $88,522

New York, Nov. 20: The
great crypto crash of 2025
entered a new phase on
Thursday, as Bitcoin
plunged to its lowest level
in seven months, extend-
ing the more than $1 tril-
lion wipeout across the
digital-asset world.

The largest cryptocur-
rency fell to as low as
$88,522 before recovering
some ground early Thu-rs-
day, with the latest rout
hitting investors big and
small — from retail dip-
buyers to digital-
asset treasury
firms whose
stock premiums
are vanishing.

Token prices
regained some
ground after
Nvidia gave a strong
revenue forecast, helping
counter concern that a
global surge in Al spend-
ing is poised to fizzle. The
next psychological thresh-
olds lie around $85,000 and
$80,000, with the 2025
trough of $74,425, set dur-
ing April’s tariff-related
turbulence, in focus.

The total market capital-
isation of cryptocurren-
cies peaked at about $4.3
trillion on October 6 and
now hovers near $3.2 tril-

lion. Following a cascade
of forced liquidations on
October 10, when more
than $19-billion of levera-
ged crypto positions were
offloaded, the market’s fr-
agility was exposed. That
event triggered a chain
reaction of margin calls,
ETF outflows and halted
fresh buyer interest.

“Investors are stabbing
in the dark a bit - they
haven’t got any direction
on macro, so all they can

see is what on-chain
whales are doing
and they’'re get-
ting quite wor-
ried about it,”
said James
Butterfill, head
of research at
CoinShares.
Bitcoin’s surge to
just north of $126,000
earlier in the year was
based on twin pillars:
expectations of multiple
US Fed interest-rate cuts
and growing institutional
adoption. Both narratives
have stall-ed while
momentum buyers have
beaten a retreat.

The fall is dealing a
heavy blow to digital-asset
treasury firms, whose val-
uations were built on ear-
lier rally. — Bloomberg

fresh 52-week highs

Benchmarks’ firm close underscores sustained buying interest

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, NOV. 20

Indian stock markets
closed strong with bench-
mark indicies Sensex and
Nifty-50 scaled new 52-
week highs intraday as
rally continued on positi-
ve global cues and optimi-
sm around the US-India
trade deal.

The Sensex touched an
intraday high of 85,801.70
but closed a tad lower at
85,632.68 up 446.21 points
or 0.52 per cent on profit
booking. Sensex all time
high is 85,978.25 made on
September 27,2024.

The Nifty-50 index made
a new 52 week high of
26,246.55 and closed at
26,192.15 up 139.50 points
or 0.54 per cent. Nifty-50
all time high is 26,277.37
made in Sept., 2024.

Big gains for index hea-
vy weights Reliance Indu-
stries (2.01 per cent) and
HDFC Bank (1.42 per cent)
led to gains in benchma-
rks Sensex and Nifty-50.

However, the broader
market saw profit taking
with BSE mid-cap index
down by 0.13 per cent and
BSE small-cap index down
by 0.17 per cent.

Sectoral trend remained
mixed with moderate
gains for bank, auto, capi-
tal goods and oil & gas
stock indices while other
sectoral indices closed flat
or negative.

Nifty PSU Bank index
fell 0.89 per cent on profit
taking with smaller PSU

BANK MITRAS
SEEK REVISION
OF COMMISSION

FALAKNAAZ SYED
MUMBAI, NOV. 20

The business correspon-
dent resource council
(BCRC) has suggested a
slew of critical measures
that could be announced
in the upcoming budget to
support Bank Mitras and
corporate business corre-
spondents in India.

In a letter to the secre-
tary department of finan-
cial services (DFS) M
Nagaraju, the BCRC chief
executive D. Tripathy has
suggested revising remu-
neration, bringing in
guidelines to delineate
the role of banks, corpo-
rate Bank mitras and
Bank Mitras in case of
fraud like mule accounts
so that genuine workers
are not penalised.

The BCRC was set up in
2014 to offer support to
Bank Mitras.

Halting dark patterns: e-comm cos

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, NOV. 20

Around 26 leading e-com-
merce platforms such as
Zepto, BigBasket, Zomato
and others alike said that
their platforms are free
dark patterns.

As far as dark patterns
are concerned in e-com-
merce platforms, they inv-
olve using design and cho-
ice architecture to dece-
ive, coerce, or influence
consumers into making
choices that are not in
their best interest. They

also encompass a wide
range of manipulative pr-
actices.

As per the industry esti-
mate, there are over 2.6
million active e-commerce
marketplaces operating in
India as of September
2025, with a growth rate of
around 18 per cent year-
over-year since 2020.

The major dominated
players are Amazon, Fli-
pkart, alongside speciali-
sed marketplaces such as
Meesho, Myntra, Nykaa
and others.

Among the 26 companies

listed by the Central Con-
sumer Protection Author-
ity (CCPA) are well-known
names such as Flipkart,
Myntra, Zomato, Swiggy,
Meesho, BigBasket,
JioMart and others.

“As many as 26 leading e-
commerce platforms have

voluntarily submitted
self-declaration  letters
confirming compliance

with the guidelines for
prevention and regulation
of dark patterns, 2023,”
the department of con-
sumer affairs informed in
a statement

BIG GAINS for
index heavy
weights RIL

(2.01%), HDFC

Bank (1.42%)
led to gains in

& gas.
benchmarks

Sensex and |l
Nifty-50. [Sd

SENSEX MILESTONES

85,801 | Nov. 20, 2025
85,000 | Sept. 24, 2024
80,000 | July 3, 2024
75,000 | April 9, 2024
70,000 | Dec. 11, 2023
65,000 | July 3, 2023
60,000 | Sept. 24, 2021
55,000 | Aug. 13,2021
50,000 | Jan. 21, 2021

BULLISH TREND

SECTORAL

trend remains mixed
with moderate gains
for bank, auto,
capital goods and oil

domestic

SENSEX
CLOSED AT

= 85,632.68, UP
446.21 PTS,

NIFTY-50

CLOSED AT
26,192.15, UP

139.50

FPIS BUYS
equities worth
3283.65 cr while

institutions buy
equities worth
3824.46 cr.

bank stocks falling betwe-
en 1to 3 per cent. IT stocks
also saw profit taking
after previous days nearly
3 per cent rise in BSE IT
index (-0.18 per cent).
Foreign portfolio invest-
ors (FPIs) were net buyers
of equities worth ¥283.65
crore while domestic
institutions were net buy-
ers by ¥824.46 crore.
“Market’s up move was
led by heavyweights in oil
and gas, particularly Reli-
ance Industries, along
with solid contributions
from private-sector lend-
ers such as HDFC Bank,

Axis Bank and the Bajaj
Finance and Bajaj Fins-
erv, as well as select auto-
mobile stocks,” Ponmudi
R., chief executive officer,
Enrich Money said.
Market benchmarks’ fir-
m close underscores sus-
tained buying interest acr-
oss frontline sectors and
reinforces market’s bull-
ish undertone, he added.
Some volatility may
come at high market lev-
els, NSE’s volatility index
India VIX gained 1.35 per
cent rising to 12.14.
“Investor sentiment
remained upbeat, support-

INVESTOR
sentiment remains
upbeat, supported
by renewed FPI
inflows and positive
cues from Asian
markets

Market’s up

move was

led by
heavyweights in oil
and gas, particular-
ly Reliance Industr-
ies, along with solid
contributions from
private-sector
lenders.

—PONMUDI R,

CEO, Enrich Money

ed by the renewed FPI
inflows and positive cues
from Asian markets after
Nvidia issued strong earn-
ings guidance. The comm-
entary helped ease conce-
rns of an artificial intelli-
gence Al-driven bubble,
addressing some of the
broader worries that had
recently pressured global
technology stocks. With
rotational buying visible
across major heavyweig-
hts, we expect the ongoing
uptrend to remain intact,”
said Ajit Mishra, senior
VP-Research, Religare
Broking.

Rupee sliding on rising demand

for do

FC BANKING BUREAU
WITH AGENCY INPUTS
MUMBAI, NOV. 20

The Reserve Bank of Ind-
ia (RBI) governor Sanjay
Malhotra on Thursday
said that the central bank
does not target any level of
the rupee and attributed
the latter’s slide to the US
dollar demand.

The RBI’s foreign
exchange reserves remain
very good, reinforcing
that India’s external posi-
tion is stable and well-
buffered, said Malhotra
said while responding to a
query after delivering the
VKRV Rao Memorial
Lecture at the Delhi
School of Economics.

He also exuded confide-
nce that India will have a
good trade deal with US,
and that would relieve the
pressure on the country’s
current account balance.

Responding to another
query on the banking sec-
tor, Malhotra said that the
way Indian banks are per-
forming well and soon a
few of them will be among
the top 100 global lenders
given the pace of econom-
ic expansion and growth
in banking system. Curre-
ntly, only SBI and HDFC
appear among the world’s
top 100 banks, ranked 43rd
and 73rd, respectively.

Meanwhile, on Thur-
sday, the rupee depreciat-
ed 23 paise to close at 88.71
against the US dollar on
broad strength of Americ-
an currency and fading
odds of a rate cut by the
US Federal Reserve.

BIG | \WAVE | Firm shares rise 39% this year, m-cap goes past $4.5 tm
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California, Now.
Nvidia delivered a surprls
ingly strong revenue fore-
cast and pushed back on
the idea that the Al indus-
try is in a bubble, easing
concerns that had spread
across the tech sector.

The world’s most valuab-
le company expects sales
of about $65 billion in the
January quarter — rough-
ly $3 billion more than
analysts predicted. Nvidia
also said that a half-tril-
lion-dollar revenue bonan-
za due in coming quarters
may be even bigger than
anticipated.

The outlook signals that
demand remains robust
for Nvidia’s artificial intel-

ARy

ligence (AI) accelerators,
powerful chips used to dev-
elop Al models.

Nvidia had faced grow-
ing fears in recent weeks
that the runaway spending
on such equipment wasn’t
sustainable. “There’s been
a lot of talk about an Al
bubble,” chief executive
officer Jensen Huang said
on a conference call with

analysts. “From our van-
tage point, we see some-
thing very different.”

The company’s shares
had gained 39 per cent this
year through the close,
leaving Nvidia’s market
value at $4.5 trillion.

Nvidia results have beco-
me a barometer for health
of the Al industry, and the
news lifted a variety of
related stocks.

Benchmarks in South
Korea, Taiwan and Japan
gained, fueled by Nvidia
suppliers including TSMC
and Tokyo Electron.

Nvidia’s CEO had said
last month that the compa-
ny has more than $500 bil-
lion of revenue coming

08 Say Al is not bubble

over the next few quarters.
Owners of large data cen-
ters will continue to spend
on new gear because inve-
stments in Al have begun
to pay off, he said.

The growing role of Al
will help maintain dema-
nd for Nvidia’s products,
Huang said.

Some investors also have
expressed concerns about
the structure of the
megadeals that Nvidia has
struck with customers.
The transactions involve
investments in start-ups
such as OpenAl and Anth-
ropic, raising the issue of
whether the pacts are cre-
ating artificial demand for
computers. — Bloomberg

+

ars, says RBI gov Malhotra
s @

be among the top 100 global
lenders given the pace of eco-
nomic expansion and growth in
the banking system.

INDIAN BANKS are per-
forming well and very
soon a few of them will

— SANJAY MALHOTRA,
RBI governor

Russian oil imports
lowest since Oct. 2022

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, NOV. 20

With the US sanctions on
Russian o0il companies
kicking in from today
(November 21), the crude
oil loadings to India have
dipped to 982 thousand
barrels per day (kbd), low-
est since October 2022.
However, arrivals in
November remained ele-
vated at 1.8 millions bar-
rel per day (mbd) as
Indian refiners were try-
ing to maximise intake
prior to the sanctions.
According to Kbpler,
Russian crude loadings to
India were tracking at 982
kbd in November, sharply
down from the 1.75 mbd
average seen over
January-September 2025.
“The decline is driven
primarily by OFAC sancti-
ons targeting Rosneft and
Lukoil, the two largest Ru-
ssian suppliers to Indian
refiners. While volumes

may still shift, as some in-
transit vessels could revi-
se their final destinations,
India-bound flows are soft-
ening. Loadings have alr-
eady slowed since Octob-
er 21, though it is still
early for definitive conclu-
sions given Russia’s agili-
ty in deploying intermedi-
aries, shadow fleets, and
workaround financing,”
said Sumit Ritolia, lead
research analyst, Kpler.

Meanwhile, crude oil
imports into India from
Russia in November rem-
ained higher at 1.8 mbd
till November 20, against
1.6 mbd in October and
September.

“Indian refiners are try-
ing to maximise intake
from Rosneft and Lukoil
before restrictions formal-
ly take effect. Volumes are
elevated now, but we
expect a visible dip in
arrivals from late Nove-
mber into December,”
Ritolia said.

Al adoption depends
on safety, says Lobana

FC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, NOV. 20

Responsible and trusted
use of artificial intelli-
gence (AI) will be critical
to India’s technology-led
transformation, with the
onus on every stakeholder
in the ecosystem to ensure
safety and accountability,
Google India’s country
manager Preeti Lobana
said on Thursday.

“For Al to be really adop-
ted and be in everyday us-
e, there is a lot of onus on
all of us as an ecosystem
to make sure that it is safe
and trusted. AI would ser-
ve as a crucial foundation
in the journey towards a
Viksit Bharat, underlin-

ing that trust and safety
are prerequisites for wide-
spread adoption,” she said

at Google’s ‘Safe and
Trusted AI” event here.
Lobana also said that the
complexity of India would
show the world how tech-
nology can scale and drive
impact, even to solve
toughest systemic issues
with precise, tailored,
locally-conceptualised
solutions for many pock-
ets (that exist in India).
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Nitishs new innings
BJP, Chirag Paswan will keep him on his toes

IHAR’s longest-serving Chief Minister and

JD(U) supremo Nitish Kumar has begun yet

another term at the helm. Although the BJP

merged as the single largest party in the recent

elections with 89 seats — four more than its ally

JD(U) — it has preferred to let the 74-year-old stalwart con-

tinue as the CM. His deputies from the saffron party —

Samrat Choudhary and Vijay Kumar Sinha — have

retained their posts. Nitish’s previous term was marked by

flip-flops — first he formed the government with the BJP

then embraced the Mahagathbandhan and later returned

to the NDA’s fold. However, his fickleness was forgiven by

Bihar’s voters, who reposed faith in his leadership and the

durability of the double-engine government. Clearly, they
still consider him to be the best bet for their state.

Congratulating Nitish after he took oath for a record
10th time, Prime Minister Narendra Modi described
him as an experienced administrator with a proven
track record of good governance. The all-important
question is: How long will the BJP continue to play sec-
ond fiddle? The Opposition is doubtful that Nitish will
complete his term as the BJP might like to have its own
CM at some stage. The example of Maharashtrais being
cited — the saffron party first crowned Shiv Sena’s
Eknath Shinde as the CM and later edged him out so
that Devendra Fadnavis could occupy the chair,

The BJP needs Nitish’s support to prop up the NDA gov-
ernment at the Centre. This indicates that heis better placed
to survive if push comes to shove. His immediate priorities
should be to curb unemployment and migration — two out
of every three households in Bihar have a memberworking
in another state — and fulfil the key poll promise of finan-
cially empowering women. At the same time, he needs to
ensure that the JD(U) remains strong and intact. It’s
inevitable that the BJP and Union minister Chirag Paswan’
s Lok Janshakti Party will keep him on his toes.

)
SCs U-tumn
Recall of green nod ban worrisome

HE Supreme Court’s decision to recall its May
2025 judgment prohibiting retrospective envi-
ronmental clearances has set a worrying prece-
dent. By reversing the Vanashakti ruling, the
court has opened the door for industries to reg-
ularise violations. The move strikes at the core of environ-
mental governance. Instead of reinforcing accountability,
the verdict signals that non-compliance can be pardoned
with paperwork. Environmental clearance is meant tobe a
preventive tool, not a curative one. Its purpose is to ensure
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errorism rooted In rancour, distrust

Probe into Delhi car blast shows that even doctors are not immune to radicalisation

TRYSTS AND TURNS

JULIO RIBEIRO

HE blast that killed
15 people near the
Red Fort on Novem-
ber 10 came as arude
shock not only to our
muscular government but also
to citizens across the country. A
terror module allied to the Pak-
istan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed
was unearthed. Most of those
arrested so far are doctors.

What is so surprising? The
common man can’t imagine that
those whose noble profession
expects them to serve the public
can play a part in terror activities.
Among the accused are Muslim
doctors from states/UTs such as
J&K, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana
and West Bengal.

There is tough competition for
seats in medical colleges. Stud-
ies continue for over five years,
and if students wish to specialise
in any branch of medicine, it
entails another two years or
more. Having spent the best
years of their youth preparing
for a profession that is all about
curing patients and saving lives,
why would they turn to killing or
maiming innocent people?

The answer lies in the motives
of other terror modules that have
been busted over the years.
Abhinav Bharat was a lone mod-
ule surprisingly embedded in
the majority community; it was
unearthed by Maharashtra’s
Anti-Terrorist Squad. Its mem-
bers resorted to terrorism
because they were dissatisfied
with the steps taken by the rul-
ing BJP against jihadi terrorists.

Deep anger drove even those
who were advantageously placed
in the political sphere. So, what
about those who had already got
araw deal? The ground was pre-
pared for rancour and hate to
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OMINOUS: The terror module involved in the Delhi blast had planned attacks all over India. TRIBUNE PHOTO

thrive when the Muslim-majori-
ty J&K was deprived of state-
hood and condemned to an infe-
rior status by those who should
have welcomed it into the ranks
of the secular and the equal. It
was a rude reminder to the peo-
ple of the state-turned-UT that
they could not be trusted.

The Modi-Shah duo could not
stop boasting about the transfor-
mation it had engineered In
J&K. The UT was flooded with
more troops and paramilitary
forces, expecting thereby that
cross-border terrorism and sepa-
ratism among the Kashmiris
would be curbed. That happened
initially because of the surprise
factor. It took a few years for the
disgruntled elements toregroup,
but the inevitable rejection has
surfaced and become a reality.

Legendary statesman Atal
Bihari Vajpayee had approached
this ticklish and perennial Hin-
du-Muslim problem with much
thought and finesse. He placed
his trust in AS Dulat (R&AW
chief in 1999-2000), who had cul-
tivated a lasting friendship with
Faroogq Abdullah. The Abdullahs
have been largely responsible
for the Kashmiri Muslim siding
with India in its territorial dis-
pute with its Muslim-majority
neighbour Pakistan. But the

Lynchings, bulldozer
justice, allegations of
love jihad — all this
has to stop.

present BJP-led government
had other plans. It decided to use
aggression to subdue the native
Kashmiri Muslim and prove to
its supporters that it was a strong
government, unlike the Con-
gress-led UPA and even the Vaj-
payee dispensation.

Such an approach rarely
works. If citizens do not wel-
come the prospect of brother-
hood, there is no way that the
Indian State — or any State, for

that matter — can rule except by
force. Terrorism sprouts in such
settings. The Irish Republican
Army kept the British Army on
its toes for a century and more in
Northern Ireland. It was an
uneasy peace that was enforced
till the British government
decided to change tack and
began to concentrate on winning
hearts and minds instead.

Some of the main conspira-
tors in the Red Fort blast case
are from Pulwama, which had
witnessed a suicide bombingin
February 2019 that claimed the
lives of 40 CRPF personnel.
India retaliated with the Bal-
akot airstrikes. Earlier this
year, Operation Sindoor was
our successfully executed reply
to the Pahalgam terror attack.
The Indian Air Force and the
supporting ground forces car-
ried out their jobs with preci-
sion by dismantling several ter-
ror hideouts in our
neighbour’s territory.

Unfortunately, our Prime Min-
ister could not restrain his
euphoria and threatened to
repeat Op Sindoor if and when
Pakistan dared to sponsor terror
across the border again. Neither
warring neighbours nor major
world powers will be able to
cope with the consequences of

never-ending hostilities in the
Indian subcontinent.

After the Delhi car blast, US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
issued a statement praising
India’s “studied response” and
success in identifying terror
modules within the country. He
voiced America’s support for
stern action against terrorists
according to the law of the land.

Reading between the lines, it
can be guessed that he advised
against another round of Op
Sindoor. It would be foolhardy
to enter into an armed conflict
with our nuclear-armed neigh-
bour. We may suffer some loss
of ego and pride but that would
be a small price to pay in the
backdrop of the progress we
have made through infrastruc-
ture development and eco-
nomic advancement during
PM Modi’s reign.

The investigation into the Red
Fort case has been entrusted to
the National Investigation
Agency, presently led by
Sadanand Date, easily one of
the best IPS officers I have
come across in my years in the
police and after my retirement.
He is an officer with a con-
science — fair, just and honest
to the core. He will deliver the
culprits to the courts and hope
that justice is done.

The terror module had
planned attacks all over India.
Its tentacles had spread far
beyond Haryana and the Al
Falah University where it incu-
bated. At least one major task
has been achieved as several
smaller modules have been neu-
tralised, but the strife will contin-
ue in the foreseeable future,

Distrust between Hindus
and Muslims has existed for
centuries, and I dare say the
animosity will not disappear
in a hurry. But a modus viven-
di has to be worked out for the
simple reason that even a
muscular regime cannot just
wish away 15 per cent (Mus-
lims) of India’s population.
Lynchings, bulldozer justice,
allegations of love jihad — all
this has to stop.

that ecological, social and health impacts are rigorously
assessed before a project breaks ground. When post-facto
approvals become permissible, this foundational principle
collapses. Companies can proceed without scrutiny, know-
g that violations can be “fixed” later. Thisis not just a pro-
cedural lapse; it creates incentives for damage.

The judgement also weakens public participation,
which is central to India’s environmental jurisprudence.
Public hearings — the only platform for local communi-
ties toraise concerns about air pollution, deforestation or
displacement — lose meaning if decisions can be regu-
larised retrospectively. The communities most affected by
extractive or polluting projects will now find themselves
with even fewer safeguards. Equally worrying is the blow
toregulatory certainty. The court’s earlier order had sent
a strong message to violators that environmental norms
could not be bypassed. The reversal, however, creates
ambiguity and emboldens those seeking shortcuts. Italso
risks undermining the credibility of the appellate and
expert bodies tasked with environmental oversight.

Significantly, the recall comes at a time when India
faces severe ecological stress. It is beset by air quality
crisis, groundwater depletion, climate-linked disasters
and biodiversity loss. Environmental regulation cannot
afford dilution. When the judiciary, the final guardian of
constitutional protections, allows ex post facto clear-
ances, it compromises the principle of sustainable
development that it has long championed.
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Defence of the new Viceroy

AS far as we have been able to see, only one responsible Indian
journal has taken it upon itself to defend the appointment of
Edward Wood as Viceroy in succession to Lord Reading — the
Indian Daily Mail. In arecent issue, our contemporary once more
states its views about the Viceroy-designate, and in doing so quotes
profusely from a book titled The Great Opportunity, published by
him sometime ago in collaboration with Sir George (now Baron)
Lloyd — the only book, as it rightly points out, in which Wood’s
political views find expression. We have carefully gone through
these extracts, but in spite of the ingenious attempt made by our
contemporary, we have seen nothing in them from which anyone
in India could derive hope or comfort. The nearest approximation
to a hope-inspiring statement is the faith which the authors
express in the “principle of nationality” and “the responsibility of
service.” Men andwomen, they write, “can best performtheir duty
to the world by discharging adequately their duty towards their
own people first, and before the race can successfully win accept-
ance for its ideals by the world, it must demonstrate their value by
its own experience.” The writers further say: “The lodestar by
which we must steer our course must be insistence at all times
upon the responsibility of service.” These are excellent senti-
ments, but are they nobler or loftier than those which Lord Read-
ing repeated before he came to India about the paramountcy of the
claims of justice? What became of these sentiments the moment
his lordship came in contact with the realities of Indian politics?

- QR

Whenever a doctor cannot do good, he must be kept from doing harm. —Hippocrates

Crystal-clearmemories
oflicensingdays

MoHAN SINGH

days. The radio was the only expensive piece of equip-

ment available. Brands like Tesla, GEC, Bush and Philips
were becoming popular. However, using a radio required a
licence costing Rs 15 annually, issued by the Department of
Posts and Telegraphs. Any violation of the rules attracted a
penalty and possible imprisonment. Bamboo poles, used as sup-
ports for the T-type aerial on the rooftop, were a telltale sign of
the radio being used in a house. Government inspectors had a
sharp eye. Therefore, only the well-off could afford a radio set.
What about the others? They relied on their ingenuity.

The scrap market was flooded with wireless equipment
after the end of World War II. A headphone could be pro-
cured for a rupee or even less, while a rudimentary crystal
radio could be improvised by any bright mind. Only an
enamelled wire coil and a small antimony crystal (used
those days for making surma) were required. However, the
medium-wave signal from the nearest station required the
same rooftop aerial and a well-grounded earth connection.
The headphone connected to the aerial and the earth
through a simple circuit would catch Radio Pakistan,
which used to broadcast Hindi film songs. But when we
came to know that even a crystal radio required a licence
(Rs 3 per year), we brought down the bamboo poles. So,
what to do with our headphones?

It was a chance discovery that two headphones, the mov-
ing diaphragm type, connected to each other could serve as
a functional telephone. The device worked both as a micro-
phone and a receiver. If you were a neighbour on our side
of the street, you could get a connection, provided that you
bought your own length of flexible wire. During the 1955
floods in Punjab, this system proved useful. My friend and
college-mate Tarlok would sometimes use that toy tele-
phone. One day, he received a guest who happened tobe an
officer in the department of telegraphs. Though he was
impressed by the contraption, he advised us to dismantle
it so that we would not land in trouble. We did it willy-nilly.

My friend, who was minting money by drawing and paint-
ing textile designs, told me that he wanted to buy a radio.
He took me along because he thought I had good knowl-
edge of the subject. I recommended the latest high-fidelity
GEC model, which he bought for a whopping Rs 499. But I
didn’t know then what was in store for me.

Hiswife had no qualms about playing the radio at full volume
even when I was trying hard to study. Asking her to reduce the
volume was out of the question as I did not want to offend her.
But then a bulb and a tubelight starter connected in series as a
make-break circuit came in handy to generate an equally loud
and disturbing signal. This forced her to switch off the radio. I
needed no licence to counter one signal with another!

I I \HERE was norefrigerator in our neighbourhood in those
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Can’t burden kids at tender age
Refer to ‘Let kids embrace Al at their own
pace’; it is crucial to recognise that teach-
ing Al as early as in Class IIT holdslittle val-
ue. Till this age, students have not built
foundational skills such as critical think-
ing, problem-solving and active physical
engagement. Instead of burdening chil-
dren with advanced technological concepts,
schools should focus on strengthening
their understanding of core subjects like
mathematics, science and physical educa-
tion through meaningful daily activities.
Parents, too, must play a responsible role
by prioritising holistic childhood develop-
ment rather than encouraging prolonged
screen time in the name of learning Al
AMRITPAL SINGH, BATHINDA

Hone observation skills of children
Apropos of ‘Let kids embrace Al at their own
pace’; schools should not discipline and bur-
den young kids. Instead, they need to be taught
by invoking their senses through touch, smell
and feel. They should be made to develop the
art of observation and reasoning, enjoy physi-
cal activities and playing, besides experiencing
the wonders of nature. In primary classes, they
are already comprehending subjects like Eng-
lish, science, mathematics, computer applica-
tions and now Al. When these children growup
into adults, they are not able to take up the
pressure of the rat race induced by a faulty edu-
cation system devoid of values.

RAMESH SINGH KHALSA, NAWANSHAHR

Nitish’s groundwork helped
Apropos of ‘Why freebies alone don’t win
elections in Bihar’; it is an open secret: free-
bies are meant to allure voters. And, if it
comes just before elections, it is considered
corruption by discerning minds. Freebies do
have an effect on gullible minds of the poor,
illiterate or ill-educated masses. Almost all
political parties succumb to this undesir-
able and unethical practice. The party that
has more resources (read ruling party) has
an advantage to garner votes easily. In
Bihar, besides NDA’s freebies, what
worked was Nitish Kumar’s groundwork
with women at the centre stage, apart from
his corruption-free image.

BM SINGH, AMRITSAR

Congress hasn’t learnt a lesson
Even after a humiliating debacle in the Bihar
election, the Opposition has refused to learn
its lessons. The Congress is attributing the
stunning defeat to ‘vote chori’, SIR, money
power and misuse of Central agencies like
CBI, ED etc. During the election campaign in
Bihar, the MGB orchestrated these slogans to
woo public votes. The people did not fall in for
false promises, like government service for
every home and Rs 30,000 to women within 20
days of formation of the MGB government.
The caste-based census, too, hasn’t cut much
ice with the people. Baseless, illogical issues
make no impact on voters.

KARNAIL SINGH, KHARAR

Insurgency on the decline
Refer to ‘Hidma falls’; the Maoist comman-
der’s elimination 1s a big breakthrough,
which may bring about an end to Left wing
extremism (LWE). For many years, Hidma
and other LWE cadre were able to take advan-
tage ofthe terrain and absence of police forces
and an intelligence network in the remote
forested areas of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh
and other affected states. But now this situa-
tion has changed for good in recent years. The
Centre’s surrender policy and rehabilitation
of those who surrendered paid dividends.
Police forces must take advantage of the
disharmony among insurgents to put an end
to the Maoist movement.

PL SINGH, BY MAIL

Community-bashing wrong
Refer to ‘Owaisi’s message’; his statement,
denouncing suicide bombings in the name of
Islam, serves as a sharp reminder to all radi-
cals, regardless of the sect or ideology they fol-
low. Innocent killings are condemned as a sin
in everyreligion, even when committed in the
name of self-sacrifice. While tolerance for dif-
fering viewpoints is essential for the peaceful
functioning of society, branding community
members as terrorists only fuels further radi-
calisation. The recent terror incident in Delhi
with roots in Kashmir is distressing and must
be dealt with firmly. However, tarring all indi-
viduals of a particular faith with the same
brush undermines the very foundations of
harmony in a pluralistic nation like ours.
NIRMALJIT SINGH CHATRATH, KAPURTHALA

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com







