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The Committee, chaired by India and co-chaired by Mali, Nigeria, and Senegal, reviewed the progress 
of its work during a five-day meeting that concluded at the FAO Headquarters in Rome on Friday
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 19 JULY 

 

I
ndia’s leadership in devel-
oping a group standard 
for whole millet grains, 
approved during the 

Codex Alimentarius Com-
mission (CAC47) last year, 
was appreciated during the 
88th Session of the Executive 
Committee of the Codex Ali-
mentarius Commission 
(CCEXEC88), held at the FAO 
Headquarters in Rome recent-
ly. 

The Committee, which 
concluded its five-day meeting 
on Friday, reviewed the 
progress of this work, which 
is being chaired by India with 
Mali, Nigeria, and Senegal 
as co-chairs. The terms of 
reference for the same were 
finalised at the 11th Session 
of the Codex Committee on 
Cereals, Pulses and Legumes 

(CCCPL11) held in April 2025. 
India, as an elected mem-

ber of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Codex Alimen-
tarius Commission (CCEXEC), 
participated in the session, 
which was inaugurated by 
Mr. Godfrey Magwenzi, 
Deputy Director General and 

Director of Cabinet, FAO, 
and Dr. Jeremy Farrar, Assis-
tant Director-General, Health 
Promotion and Disease Pre-
vention and Control, WHO. 
The event was attended by 
Dr. Allan Azegele, Chairperson 
of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission, Ms. Sarah Cahill, 

Secretary of the Commission, 
and other elected represen-
tatives from member coun-
tries. 

CCEXEC88 critically 
reviewed the works chaired 
by India on the new standards 
of fresh dates as recommend-
ed by the 23rd session of the 

Codex Committee on Fresh 
Fruits and Vegetables 
(CCFFV23) held in February 
this year. 

The Executive Committee 
appreciated the efforts of the 
CCFFV and India in finalising 
these standards and endorsed 
them for further approval at 
the 48th session of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission 
(CAC48) scheduled for 
November 2025. India will 
also serve as co-chair in new 
work proposals to develop 
standards for fresh turmeric 
and fresh broccoli. 

India actively participated 
in discussions on the moni-
toring framework for the 
Codex Strategic Plan 2026–
2031, where SMART Key Per-
formance Indicators (KPIs) 
were finalised for endorse-
ment at CAC48. 

India recommended that 
monitoring indicators should 

be outcome-based, measur-
able and considered. India 
also informed about its capac-
ity-building programme for 
neighbouring countries like 
Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Timor Leste, etc., 
which has been recognised 
by the FAO. It is noteworthy 
that India has been chairing 
the Codex Committee on 
Spices and Culinary Herbs 
(CCSCH) since its inception 
in 2014. 

India also encouraged less 
active Codex member coun-
tries to utilise the Codex Trust 
Fund (CTF) for mentorship 
and twinning programmes. 
Drawing from its successful 
CTF-supported training and 
capacity-building initiatives 
with Bhutan and Nepal, India 
proposed the inclusion of 
such training efforts as indi-
cators toward achieving strate-
gic goals. 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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Congress leader Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra Saturday 
slammed the BJP government 
for allegedly using the Enforce-
ment Directorate to silence 
opposition voices. Her sup-
position comes after the ED 
Friday arrested Chaitanya 
Baghel, son of former Chhat-
tisgarh Chief Minister Bhu-
pesh Baghel, in connection 
with a money laundering 
case linked to an alleged 
liquor scam. 

Taking to platform X, 
Priyanka Gandhi alleged that 
the BJP government has “ded-
icated all the forests of Chhat-
tisgarh to Adani ji,” violating 
the PESA law and NGT direc-
tives. She claimed that the 
ED arrested Chaitanya Baghel 
to prevent Bhupesh Baghel 
from raising this issue in the 
state assembly. 

“Over the past 11 years, 
the country has clearly under-
stood that these are tactics 
to suppress the voice of the 

people and oppress the oppo-
sition. But it is impossible 
to suppress the truth or intim-
idate the opposition with 
such tactics. Every single 
Congress worker stands firmly 
with Baghel ji,” Priyanka 
Gandhi claimed. 

Meanwhile, Bhupesh 
Baghel has alleged that the 
central agencies were being 
misused to target opposition 
leaders but trusts the judiciary 
and will cooperate with the 
investigation.

Karunanidhi�s eldest son & yesteryear actor M K Muthu passes away
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
CHENNAI, 19 JULY  

 
M K Muthu, eldest son of 
late DMK patriarch M K 
Karunanidhi from his first 
wife, thrust into politics and 
filmdom by his ambitious 
father to counter his rival 
and iconic actor MG 
Ramachandran (MGR), 
passed away at his residence 
in Injambakkam in suburban 
Chennai on Saturday. 

He was 77 and is survived 
by his wife, a son and a daugh-
ter. According to family 
sources, he was unwell for 
some years and passed away 
at around 8 a.m. 

He was born in 1948 and 
after the untimely death of 
his mother, Padmavathi. He 
married Dayalu Ammal, the 
mother of M K Alagiri, Chief 
Minister M K Stalin, MK 
Tamilarasu, now deceased, 
Selvi. Kanimozhi, MP, is the 
daughter of Rajathi Ammal.   

With the rise of MGR in 

the ranks of the Dravidian 
movement and particularly 
in the DMK, Karunanidhi 
pushed Muthu into politics 
and films, grooming him as 
his heir. He acted in a few 
films opposite the reigning 
heroines of that time, sporting 
a hairstyle and mannerism 
akin to that of MGR. But the 
look-alike couldn’t succeed.  

Neither could he last in 
films nor in the 1970s politics, 
and fell out with his father, 

leaving Karunanidhi to opt 
for options from the sons of 
his second wife Dayalu, Alagiri 
and Stalin, with the latter 
emerging to head the political 
estate of the patriarch. 

In an emotional post on 
‘X’, condoling the death, 
Stalin wrote on X: “He always 
showered on me love and 
affection like that of a parent, 
considering my growth as 
his own and encouraged me. 
The news of his demise has 

struck me as a thunderbolt. 
Whenever we met, he used 
to share the evergreen mem-
ories of the past.  

Though he had passed 
away due to old age, the 
eldest in the family of Kalaignar 
Karunanidhi, will continue 
to live in our hearts and in 
the hearts of the masses as 
an artist besides the movie 
songs he had immortalised.”  

“Named as Muthu after 
his grandfather, Muthuvelar, 
he acted in a double role in 
his very first film, ‘Pillaiyo 
Pillai’, after starting his career 
in theatre. Gifted with a majes-

tic voice, his song on Nagore 
Dargah, is an evergreen one,” 
the Chief Minister added. 

He also paid floral tributes 
to Muthu’s body at Injam-
bakkam. The Chief Minister’s 
engagements for the day 
stand cancelled. His minis-
terial colleagues and DMK 
leaders too paid homage to 
the departed soul. 

The body of Muthu is 
being taken to the Gopala-
puram residence of 
Karunanidhi, where it will 
be kept in state for the public 
to pay homage. The last rites 
will be held in the evening.

Will sell tickets and screen honey trap videos, 
says Maha Congress MLA Vijay Wadettiwar
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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Congress MLA Vijay Wadet-
tiwar said here on Saturday 
that his party has a compact 
disc (CD) containing alleged 
honey trap videos of senior 
Maharashtra government 
officials and politicians, which 
would be screened after selling 
tickets. 

The matter came to light 
after the wife of one of the 
allegedly honey trapped and 
blackmailed officers lodged 
a complaint at the Mumbai 
Naka police station in Nashik 
district, submitting a video 
as evidence. As many as 72 
senior government officials 
including IAS and IPS officials 
have been allegedly honey 

trapped. Names of these offi-
cials and some former min-
isters have been kept confi-
dential by the government. 
Some of the ministers hail 
from North Maharashtra and 
their names have appeared 
in police complaints, sources 
said. 

“We have a CD of the 
Nashik honey trap case. Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
said that there is neither any 
honey nor any trap, but the 
opposition has a lot of infor-
mation about it. This is such 
a big case. There are many 
big people in it. There is no 
need to say much about it. 
When we screen the CD, we 
will have to do so after selling 
each ticket for Rs 10,000 or 
Rs 20,000. There is such strong 
evidence in it that only invitees 
will have to be called for the 
screening,” Congress MLA 
Vijay Wadettiwar said. 

However, Congress leader 
Nana Patole said: “Important 
documents of the Maharashtra 
state government have fallen 
into the hands of anti-social 

elements due to this honey 
trap racket. Maharashtra will 
have to bear the consequences. 
We told the government about 
it in the Legislative Assembly. 
When I showed the pen drive 
in the assembly, the Speaker 
told me to keep it with me. 
We cannot show it publicly 
because many families will 
be ruined because of it. But 
why is the Chief Minister 
hiding this? Why is he causing 
damage to Maharashtra?” 

Patole alleged that Thane, 
Nashik and Mantralaya 
(Maharashtra state secretariat 
building near the Maharashtra 
Legislative Assembly building) 
in Mumbai have become 
honey trap centres, but the 
government hasn’t taken any 
note of it. 

TN cooperative dept now seeks NOC from 
nationalised banks for PACS crop loans
AGENCIES  
CHENNAI, 19 JULY  

 
After facing widespread crit-
icism over the mandatory 
CIBIL verification for crop 
loans, the Tamil Nadu Coop-
erative Department has intro-
duced another controversial 
requirement for farmers 
seeking credit through Pri-
mary Agricultural Cooperative 
Societies (PACS).   

According to a recent 
directive, farmers must now 
obtain a No Objection Cer-
tificate (NOC) from a nation-
alised bank to be eligible for 
loans under the cooperative 
system. 

The new instruction, 
issued through a depart-
mental circular, mandates 
that farmers secure a NOC 
from the branch manager 
of a nationalised bank located 
in their area or where they 
maintain an account. 

This directive comes in 
the wake of an earlier order 
dated 26 May, which required 

all crop loans disbursed 
through Kisan Credit Cards 
to undergo CIBIL score ver-
ification. 

That move had already 
triggered sharp backlash 
from various farmer associ-
ations across the state. 

Esan Murugasamy, 
founder of the Tamilaga 
Vivasayigal Pathukappu 
Sangam, strongly criticised 
the department’s decision, 
claiming it was yet another 
tactic to discourage farmers 
from approaching PACS. 

“Whether it is a CIBIL 
score, a CIBIL report, or now 
a NOC, the burden on farmers 

is the same. These measures 
are driving them into the 
clutches of commercial banks 
and increasing their debt 
risk,” he said. 

Farmer groups argue that 
cooperative loans were orig-
inally designed to provide 
easy, affordable credit to 
small and marginal farmers, 
and these additional require-
ments defeat that purpose. 

They fear that the mount-
ing bureaucratic hurdles will 
erode trust in PACS and force 
more farmers to turn to com-
mercial lending institutions 
with higher interest rates 
and stricter repayment terms. 

TG govt to resume work at ill-fated SLBC tunnel
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
HYDERABAD, 19 JULY  

 
Telangana government is all 
set to resume tunnelling oper-
ations in the Srisailam Left 
Bank Canal (SLBC), where a 
cave-in had resulted in the 
deaths of eight workers in 
February this year. Despite 
several attempts, bodies of 
only two out of eight workers 
buried alive could be retrieved 
after months. State irrigation 
minister N Uttam Kumar Reddy 
described the SLBC tunnel as 
a crucial lifeline for Telangana 
and directed officials to resume 
tunnelling operations for the 
remaining 10 km, saying it 
should be treated as a top pri-
ority. 

Reddy held a review meeting 
on the SLBC tunnel in which 
noted tunnel engineering 
expert Colonel Parkshit Mehra, 

who joined the irrigation 
department on deputation, 
participated. He was also part 
of the rescue team that had 
worked for months to retrieve 
the bodies from the SLBC tun-
nel. General Harpal Singh, 
former engineer-in-chief of 
the Indian Army, will also soon 
join the department.  

The two ex-military per-
sonnel have been roped in to 
complete the challenging SLBC 
tunnel project. Despite the 
technical challenge posed by 
the SLBC tunnel, the govern-
ment is keen to complete the 
project, which will bring water 
from Srisailam Dam to Nal-
gonda and Khammam districts 
and irrigate four lakh acres. 
The irrigation minister said, 
“Its completion must be treated 
as a top priority and executed 
with agency.” He iterated that 
the cost would not be a con-

straint, but quality and speed 
must be maintained at the 
highest standards. 

The minister directed offi-
cials to resume tunnelling, 
drilling and blasting in the 
SLBC tunnel. The irrigation 
department is collaborating 
with the Geological Survey of 
India and the National Geo-
physical Research Institute 
(NGRI) to use the latest elec-
tromagnetic survey technology. 
The minister directed officials 
to expedite LIDAR Survey. The 
project was taken up during 
the tenure of YS Rajasekhar 
Reddy in the united Andhra 
Pradesh. After the formation 
of Telangana, the BRS did not 
proceed with the project, con-
sidering the challenges. It was 
resumed only after the Congress 
government assumed office 
but the tragedy in February 
again halted work.  

BJP using agencies to suppress 
Oppn's voice: Priyanka Gandhi on 
ED arresting Bhupesh Baghel's son

BJP has no shame after copying our 
guarantees in Bihar: Karnataka CM
AGENCIES  
MYSURU, 19 JULY 

 
Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah has thrown a 
direct challenge to the BJP 
and JD-S, saying that the 
development work under-
taken by his government is 
the best response to their 
false propaganda, adding 
that the BJP has no shame 
after copying our poll guar-
antees in Bihar to win the 
upcoming Assembly election.  

“We have taken the gov-
ernment to the doorsteps of 
the people. I invite them (BJP 
and JD-S) for an open debate 
on this,” the Chief Minister 
said. 

He was speaking after 
inaugurating and laying foun-
dation stones for various 
development works worth 
Rs 2,578 crore here as part 
of the state government's 
two-year performance out-
reach event named 'Saadhana 
Samavesha'.  

The event was described 
as the show of strength of 
CM Siddaramaiah.  

“Let BJP and JD-S leaders, 
who are misleading the public 
with a series of lies, come 
together on a single platform. 
Let us have an open debate 
on our government's devel-
opment work - I will also par-
ticipate,” he said while chal-
lenging the BJP and JD-S. 

“BJP has no shame after 
copying our guarantees in 
Bihar to win election,” the 

Chief Minister chided the 
BJP and JD-S.   

He criticised the BJP for 
spreading misinformation 
that the state government 
has no money for develop-
ment.  

“Today's inauguration of 
Rs 2,578 crore worth of devel-
opment works is the answer. 
BJP and JD-S should not be 
so envious. Their intolerance 
towards our developmental 
efforts is evident.” 

He also said that the BJP 

has never come to power in 
Karnataka on its own strength. 

“Every time, they've come 
to power through the back-
door using 'Operation 
Kamala'. Similarly, JD-S leader 
Kumaraswamy has never 
been able to form a govern-
ment on his own. Those who 
have failed to earn the love, 
trust, and support of the peo-
ple have no moral right to 
criticise our government,” 
Siddaramaiah added. 

“The BJP and JD-S do not 
stand for the interests of the 
state or its people. Every year, 
the state pays a huge amount 
in taxes to the Centre, but in 
return receives only a fraction. 
Leaders like Union Minister 
H.D. Kumaraswamy, Union 
Minister Pralhad Joshi, and 
BJP MP Basavaraj Bommai 
do not have the courage to 
raise this injustice before 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Their silence is a betray-
al of the people of Karnata-
ka.” 

India’s millet standard gains recognition at 
Codex executive committee meet in Rome

CDS emphasises  
tri-services synergy 
during visit to  
DSSC Wellington

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 19 JULY 

 
Emphasizing on the impor-
tant aspects of Tri-Services 
synergy, Chief of Defence 
Staff General Anil Chauhan 
connected it with the suc-
cessful operations under-
taken by the Indian armed 
forces during Operation Sin-
door. 

Chauhan was addressing 
the student officers of the 
81st Staff Course, Permanent 
staff of the College and station 
officers during his visit to 
the Defence Services Staff 
College, Wellington in Tamil 
Nadu, today. 

The 45-week 81st Staff 
Course is presently underway 
at the College. The present 
course comprises 500 student 
officers, including 45 from 
35 friendly countries. 

While interacting with 
the faculty of the college, 
General Anil Chauhan laid 
stress on Integration and 
Jointness imperatives, Capa-
bility Development, Aat-
manirbharta and an in-depth 
understanding of the trans-
formative changes being 
pursued in the military. 

The CDS was also briefed 
by the DSSC Commandant 
Lt Gen Virendra Vats on the 
ongoing training activities 
at the College, where empha-
sis is being laid on fostering 
jointness and inter-services 
awareness, specifically with 
the institutionalisation of 
the Deep Purple Division. 

MIB hosts startup meet in Hyderabad 
to boost AI-led language solutions
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 19 JULY 

 
Bridging the linguistic divides 
by adopting AI-based solutions, 
in order to ensure inclusive 
communication and last-mile 
information delivery in every 
language across the country, 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting held a meet-
ing with Incubators and Start-
ups from across the country, 
in Hyderabad today. 

The meeting chaired by 
MI&B Secretary Sanjay Jaju 
included the companies work-
ing on AI/ML-based technology 
solutions at the T-Hub. Those 
who were part of the meeting 
included the CEO of T-Hub 
and the Startups being incu-
bated at T Hub, representatives 
of IIT Hyderabad, Centres of 
Excellence of NITs and Engi-
neering institutions with active 
innovation cells. 

Addressing the meeting 
Jaju said that, in line with the 
vision of the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to encourage 
creator economy of the country, 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting has set up 
the WaveX Startup Accelerator 
Platform. 

He further informed that 
the platform has launched 
‘Kalaa Setu’ and the ‘Bhasha 
Setu’ challenges which would 
be significant in building a 
future-ready digital ecosystem.   

Jaju also urged  India’s 
leading AI startups to partic-
ipate in the above challenges 

and develop indigenous, scal-
able solutions that reflect the 
linguistic and cultural diversity 
of the nation. 

Startups can register and 
apply for the ‘Kalaa Setu’ and 
the ‘Bhasha Setu’ challenges 
through the WAVEX portal. 
The final shortlisted teams 
will present their solutions 
before a national jury in New 
Delhi, with the winner receiving 
an MoU for full-scale devel-
opment, pilot support with 
AIR, DD, and PIB, and incu-
bation under the WAVEX Inno-
vation Platform. 

A statement from the min-
istry stated that WaveX is the 
dedicated startup accelerator 
platform launched under the 
Ministry of Information & 
Broadcasting’s WAVES ini-
tiative, aimed at nurturing 
innovation in the media, enter-
tainment, and language tech-
nology sectors. 

With the rise of MGR in the ranks of the Dravid-
ian movement and particularly in the DMK, 
Karunanidhi pushed Muthu into politics and 
films, grooming him as his heir. He acted in a 
few films opposite the reigning heroines of 
that time, sporting a hairstyle and mannerism 
akin to that of MGR. But the look-alike couldnÊt 
succeed.  



US envoy says Syria and 
Israel agree to ceasefire

Over 30 Palestinians killed trying to 
reach US group�s food distribution sites

Trump�s tariff threat pushes Lula�s popularity 
& worsens legal troubles for Brazil�s ex-leader

Russia pounds Ukraine with over 300 drones, killing 1 in OdesaTrump sues Wall Street Journal and media mogul 
Rupert Murdoch over reporting on Epstein ties

The announcement came as renewed clashes erupted between Druze groups and Bedouin clans
AGENCIES 
MAZRAA, 19 JULY 
 

U
S envoy to Syria 
Tom Barrack said 
early Saturday that 
Israel and Syria 

had agreed to a ceasefire fol-
lowing Israel’s intervention 
this week in fighting between 
Syrian government forces 
and rival armed groups. 

The announcement came 
as renewed clashes erupted 
between Druze groups and 
Bedouin clans and Syria’s 
president said he would send 
troops back in to quell the 
fighting, which has left tens 
of thousands of people dis-
placed in a worsening human-
itarian crisis. 

Barrack said in a statement 
posted on social platform X 
that the new ceasefire between 
Israel and Syria was supported 

by Turkey, Jordan and other 
neighbouring countries and 
called for “Druze, Bedouins, 
and Sunnis to put down their 
weapons and together with 

other minorities build a new 
and united Syrian identity 
in peace and prosperity with 
its neighbours.”  

He did not share any details 

on the agreement. 
Clashes began Sunday 

between Druze militias and 
local Sunni Muslim Bedouin 
tribes in Syria’s southern 
Sweida province. Government 
forces intervened, nominally 
to restore order, but ended 
up taking the Bedouins’ side 
against the Druze. 

Israel intervened in defence 
of the Druze, launching 
dozens of airstrikes on convoys 
of government fighters and 
even striking the Syrian 
Defence Ministry headquar-
ters in central Damascus. 
The Druze form a substantial 
community in Israel, where 
they are seen as a loyal minor-
ity and often serve in the 
Israeli military. 

The fighting killed hun-
dreds of people over four 
days, with allegations that 
Syrian government-affiliated 

fighters executed Druze civil-
ians and looted and burned 
homes. 

On Wednesday, the Syrian 
government reached a truce 
with Druze groups, mediated 
by the USA, Turkey and Arab 
countries, and began with-
drawing its forces from the 
province.  

Under the accord, Druze 
factions and clerics were to 
maintain the internal security 
in Sweida as government 
forces pulled out, Syria’s 
interim President Ahmad al-
Sharaa said Thursday. 

By late Thursday, clashes 
were flaring again between 
the Druze and Bedouin groups 
in parts of Sweida province, 
and on Friday al-Sharaa said 
that the government would 
send in a “specialised force 
to break up clashes and resolve 
the conflict on the ground.”

AGENCIES 
DEIR AL BALAH, 19 JULY 
 
Israeli troops opened fire 
Saturday toward crowds of 
Palestinians seeking food 
from distribution hubs run 
by a US-, Israeli-backed group 
in southern Gaza, killing at 
least 32 people, according 
to witnesses and hospital 
officials. 

The two incidents occurred 
near hubs operated by the 
Gaza Humanitarian Foun-
dation. In other violence, 
two Palestinians were killed 
in an Israeli airstrike in Gaza 
City, health officials said. 

The GHF launched oper-
ations in late May with back-
ing from the USA and Israel. 
The two governments are 
seeking to replace the tra-
ditional UN-led aid distri-
bution system in Gaza, saying 
that Hamas militants siphon 
off supplies. The UN denies 
the allegation. 

While the GHF says it has 
distributed millions of meals 
to hungry Palestinians, local 

health officials and witnesses 
say that hundreds of people 
have been killed by Israeli 
army fire as they try to reach 
the distribution hubs. 

The army, which is not 
at the sites but secures them 
from a distance, says it only 
fires warning shots if crowds 
get too close to its forces. 

The GHF, which employs 
private armed guards, says 
there have been no deadly 
shootings at its sites, though 
this week, 20 people were 
killed at one of its locations, 
most of them in a stampede. 
The group accused Hamas 
agitators of causing a panic, 

but gave no evidence to back 
the claim. 

In a statement, the GHF 
said there were no incidents 
at or near its sites. It said 
the reported Israeli shootings 
occurred far from the sites 
and hours before they 
opened. “We have repeatedly 
warned aid seekers not to 
travel to our sites overnight 
and early morning hours,” 
it said. 

The Israeli military said 
it had fired “warning shots” 
near Rafah after a group of 
suspects approached troops 
and ignored calls to keep 
their distance.

AGENCIES 
WASHINGTON , 19 JULY 
 
President Donald Trump 
filed a $10 billion lawsuit 
against The Wall Street Journal 
and media mogul Rupert 
Murdoch Friday, a day after 
the newspaper published a 
story reporting on his ties 
to wealthy financier Jeffrey 
Epstein. 

The move came shortly 
after the Justice Department 
asked a federal court on 
Friday to unseal grand jury 
transcripts in Epstein’s sex 
trafficking case, as the admin-
istration seeks to contain the 
firestorm that erupted after 
it announced that it would 

not be releasing additional 
files from the case, despite 
previously pledging to do so. 

The controversy has cre-
ated a major fissure between 
Trump and his loyal base, 
with some of his most vocal 

supporters slamming the 
White House for the way it 
has handled the case, and 
questioning why Trump 
would not want the docu-
ments made public. 

Trump had promised to 
sue The Wall Street Journal 
almost immediately after the 
paper put a new spotlight 
on his well-documented rela-
tionship with Epstein by pub-
lishing an article that described 
a sexually suggestive letter 
that the newspaper says bore 
Trump’s name and was 
included in a 2003 album 
compiled for Epstein’s 50th 
birthday.  

Trump denied writing the 
letter, calling the story “false, 

malicious, and defamatory.” 
The suit, filed in filed in 

federal court in Miami, accus-
es the paper and its reporters 
of having “knowingly and 
recklessly” published “numer-
ous false, defamatory, and 
disparaging statements,” 
which, it alleges, caused 
“overwhelming financial and 
reputational harm” to the 
president. 

In a post on his Truth 
Social site, Trump cast the 
lawsuit as part of his efforts 
to punish news outlets, includ-
ing ABC and CBS, which both 
reached multimillion-dollar 
settlement deals with the 
president after he took them 
to court.

AGENCIES 
KYIV, 19 JULY 
 
Russia launched a massive 
attack on Ukraine overnight 
into Saturday with hundreds 
of drones, killing at least one 
person, part of a stepped-
up bombing campaign that 
has dashed hopes for a break-
through in efforts to end the 
more than three-year-old 
war. 

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy posted 
on X, saying Russia fired over 
300 drones, along with more 
than 30 cruise missiles. 

One person died when 
Russian forces attacked the 
Black Sea port city of Odesa 
with more than 20 drones 
and a missile, the city’s mayor, 
Hennadii Trukhanov, said 

Saturday on Telegram, while 
five people were rescued 
when a fire broke out in a 
residential high-rise build-
ing. 

According to Zelenskyy, 
six other people were wound-
ed in the attack on Odesa, 
including a child, and critical 

infrastructure was damaged 
in Ukraine’s northeastern 
Sumy region. 

The Ukrainian president 
also thanked international 
leaders “who understand 
how important it is to prompt-
ly implement our agree-
ments” aimed at boosting 

Ukraine’s defence capabilities, 
including joint weapons pro-
duction, drone manufactur-
ing, and the supply of air 
defence systems. 

Russia has been intensi-
fying its long-range attacks 
on Ukrainian cities. It now 
often batters Ukraine with 
more drones in a single night 
than it did during some entire 
months in 2024, and analysts 
say the barrages are likely to 
escalate. On 8 July, Russia 
unleashed more than 700 
drones — a record. 

Russia’s Defence Ministry 
said it shot down 71 Ukrainian 
drones overnight into Sat-
urday. Moscow Mayor Sergei 
Sobyanin said that 13 drones 
were shot down as they 
approached the Russian 
capital.

AGENCIES 
SAO PAULO, 19 JULY 
 
US President Donald Trump 
may have thought that pres-
suring Brazil with higher 
tariffs would help his ally, 
the country’s former President 
Jair Bolsonaro, but the move 
apparently backfired. 

Last week, Trump sent a 
letter to Brazilian President 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
threatening a 50 per cent 
import tax and directly linking 
the decision to Bolsonaro’s 
trial, which he called a “witch 
hunt.” 

“This trial should end 

immediately!” Trump wrote 
Thursday evening in a second 
letter, this one addressed to 
Bolsonaro. He added that he 
had “strongly voiced” his 

disapproval through his tariff 
policy. 

Rather than backing down, 
Brazil’s Supreme Court esca-
lated the case, worsening 

Bolsonaro’s legal troubles. 
On Friday morning, federal 
police raided Bolsonaro’s 
home and political office. 
The former president was 
ordered to wear an ankle 
monitor, banned from using 
social media, and hit with 
other restrictions. 

Meanwhile, President Lula 
— who was facing higher 
unpopularity, growing oppo-
sition in Congress and increas-
ing risks to his likely reelection 
bid — seems to have gained 
politically from the situation. 
Now the 79-year-old leftist 
Lula, in office for the third 
non-consecutive term of his 

long political career, is seeing 
renewed acceptance, con-
gressional support against 
Trump and pleas to run one 
last time to defend Brazil’s 
sovereignty. 

Lula has appeared more 
energised in public since 
Trump’s announcement. At 
a national students assembly 
Thursday, he wore a blue 
cap reading “Sovereign Brazil 
Unites Us” — a contrast to 
MAGA’s red cap. 

“A gringo will not give 
orders to this president,” he 
told the crowd, and called 
the tariff hike “unacceptable 
blackmail.”
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Loss for Ishiba could worsen Japan�s instability 
in face of high American tariffs and rising prices
AGENCIES 
TOKYO, 19 JULY 
 
Japan’s Prime Minister 
Shigeru Ishiba faces an 
increasingly uphill battle in 
Sunday’s upper house elec-
tion, and a loss could worsen 
political instability at a time 
of daunting challenges, such 
as rising prices and high 
American tariffs. 

A poor performance would 
not immediately trigger a 
change of government but 
it would deepen uncertainty 
over his fate and Japan’s 
future path. 

The ruling Liberal Dem-
ocratic Party suffered a humil-
iating loss in a lower house 

election in October as its 
usual supporters registered 
their unhappiness over past 
corruption scandals and high 
prices. Ishiba is struggling 
to regain voter confidence.  

His minority government 

has since been forced into 
making concessions to the 
opposition to get legislation 
through the Diet, or parlia-
ment.  

That has hindered its 
ability to quickly deliver effec-
tive measures to curb rising 
prices and win wage increases. 
On top of shortages and soar-
ing prices for rice, a traditional 
staple, Ishiba has been 
stymied by President Donald 
Trump’s tariff demands. 

Frustrated voters are rap-
idly turning to emerging 
populist parties, including 
one that is promoting anti-
foreign policies and 
backpedaling on gender 
equality and diversity.



The other key components of
India’s DPI stack, such as
DigiLocker, FASTag, UMANG,
and Ayushman Bharat, are shap-
ing the future by incorporating
advanced layers of Artificial
Intelligence (AI), blockchain,
and quantum-resistant security,
thereby creating an intelligent
ecosystem. IDEA (India Digital
Ecosystem for Agriculture) is
transforming the agriculture
sector by creating a central data-
base of farmers, land, and farm
outputs.

It’s great to see the incredible
progress, but there are still some
challenges needing urgent atten-
tion. Cybersecurity is super crit-
ical, so staying alert and adapting security
measures is key. India is focused on clos-
ing the digital divide, ensuring that every-
one has access to high-speed internet, and
helping people from all backgrounds
become digitally literate. Additionally, as AI
and data usage continue to grow, we must
address the ethical implications and estab-
lish robust regulations to ensure that tech-
nology remains centred around people.

The Nasscom-Arthur D Little report
titled “Digital Public Infrastructure of India
— Accelerating India’s Digital Inclusion”
states that by 2030, DPIs will have made
life of the citizens more efficient with social
and financial inclusion (only 78 per cent
had a bank account in 2022). 

The report has highlighted that being
digital in nature, the solutions using DPIs

are most affected by technological
enhancements and disruptions. And to
avoid the risk of becoming obsolete, the
digital services will need to be upgraded
to stay relevant and useful. For such forces
of technological advances that can create
a larger impact are AI and the new inter-
net built on the principles of Web3 and
immersion of Metaverse.

Now that the model of seamless service
delivery through an efficient DPI is firm-
ly established, India is poised to take it
global. The Modi Government has already
made a compelling case on the internation-
al stage, promoting its flagship Aadhaar
and UPI initiatives as transformative tools
for various countries.

What distinguishes India’s approach
from its competitors is its cost-effective-

ness. As many developing countries grap-
ple with similar challenges in service deliv-
ery and digital access, India has the
potential to lead in this area. The key here
is that solutions to these complex issues
must be affordable, and India has already
showcased its capability to achieve this by
significantly minimising costs without
compromising on quality.

The world is also mesmerised that India
could achieve this in a highly diverse envi-
ronment and with a massive demograph-
ic burden. The Indian model is already serv-
ing a vast mass of humanity at home. It is
a promising model for other nations to
emulate, paving the way for a new era of
global digital collaboration. It is also a
geopolitical imperative for India to estab-
lish its leadership across the Global South.

SANJAY KAW
Resident Editor

The advanced digital
India framework,
commonly known as
Digital Public

Infrastructure (DPI) has served
as a vital foundation, enabling
the development of a new and
innovative growth architecture
for the Indian economy. The
digital revolution in India has
not only optimised existing
sectors but also driven efficien-
cy and entrepreneurship. As we
look ahead, understanding the
role of this digital backbone will
be essential in formulating
plans for the future.

One of the earliest challenges in realis-
ing this vision was integrating millions of
Indians who comprised the vast informal
sector, many of whom lacked access to
basic banking facilities. A breakthrough in
addressing this issue was the introduction
of Aadhaar cards in 2009. This initiative
had a transformative, two-fold impact: it
not only enabled individuals to open bank
accounts but also facilitated the acquisition
of mobile SIM cards. This sparked a dig-
ital revolution at the grassroots level,

empowering people and fundamentally
changing the landscape of connectivity and
financial inclusion in India.

Built upon the foundation laid by
Aadhaar is the framework of Digital
Public Infrastructure (DPI), which has
proven to be a significant game changer
in governance. A shining example of this
DPI bouquet is the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI), which has democratised
financial transactions by mainstreaming
the last person standing in the queue.
Through UPI, every Indian became a par-

ticipant in the digital economy.
According to IMF numbers, India had

over 800 million smart phones (as of
December 2022) and more than 10 mil-
lion active 5G users. It also had 646 mil-
lion km of fibre optics laid.

The digital penetration has been sup-
ported by the rapid expansion of physical
infrastructure, with the number of airports
increasing from 74 in 2014 to 147 in 2022.
No wonder, because of this impressive
growth profile, the last 10 years are often
described as India’s techade.

“Digital India has not
remained a mere

government programme,
it has become a

people’s movement”
— S Jaishankar

Sunday
magazine
New Delhi, July 20, 2025

The world talked about and
debated revolutions like
Industrial Revolution, Green
Revolution, Yellow Revolution,

White Revolution for the welfare of
mankind. But now it’s  time to talk about
the Digital Revolution and Bharat has
become a case study for the people
across the globe.  

Celebrating the Digital India initiative,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minister of
Electronics and Information Technology,
said when the world questioned how a tea
seller or a vegetable vendor could use dig-
ital payments, today that dream has
come true — UPI payments have sur-
passed Visa transactions. 

This is the strength of 1.4 billion
Indians. India has been witness to the
envoys of developed nations sharing
images of their UPI payments to vendors
and hawkers in a way to celebrate vision-
ary Prime Minister Narendra Modi Ji’s
Viksit Bharat who once coined ‘Techade’
decade, Vaishnaw said.

Over the decade (2015–2025), the ini-
tiative has bridged the digital divide and
transformed governance, financial inclu-
sion and internet accessibility, making
India the world’s third-largest digital
economy. And all this has come through
hard work of entire system. Yes, Modiji
aptly remarked “Hard Work is more pow-
erful than Harvard”.   

Today, youth in the remotest length and
breadth of Bharat can submit any govern-
ment or private employment applications,
submit passport applications, get Aadhaar
number, receive or send money and mul-
tiple government schemes benefit just at
the doorstep. 

Vaishnaw told The Pioneer that the
Narendra Modi Government has taken
the help desk and service kiosks to every
nook and corner of the country as part
of one of the Digital India programme
popularly called CSC.

Today, CSC has reached nearly 90 per-
cent of villages in the country and if there
is any medium capable of reaching every
village, it is CSC. Each CSC is operated
by a Village Level Entrepreneur (VLE), a
local change maker who provides citizen-
centric services including Aadhaar enroll-
ment and updates, PAN card and pass-
port services, Banking and insurance,
Telemedicine and education services,
Skill development and legal aid through
Tele-Law, Agriculture services, Grameen
eStore (B2B), utility bill payments, and
many more. Each such CSC centre, VLE,
associates and engagement has translat-
ed into an occupation, including the job
opportunity.   

Over the last 16 years, CSC has become
one of the world’s largest digital service
delivery networks, operating through
more than 6.5 lakh functional centres in
both rural and urban areas. Few days ago,
the organisation celebrated its 16th
Foundation Day which is a reaffirmation
of Narendra Modi Ji government’s mis-
sion to ensure inclusive development
through digital means. As a model of pub-
lic-private partnership, CSC has become
the cornerstone of digital governance, cit-
izen-centric delivery, and community
transformation. In 2014, there were only
83,000 CSC centres, whereas today, their
number has grown to nearly 5.50 lakh. 

Vaishnaw also said with the advent of
Artificial Intelligence and the Honorable
Prime Minister Narendra Modi talking
about the new age deliverable during his
just concluded BRICS summit as well as
few nation tours recently, government is
committed for free AI training for 10 lakh
individuals, with priority for all CSC
VLEs. The Modi Government is commit-
ted to talk to Honourable Chief Ministers
to integrate State IT agencies with CSC-
SPV which will enhance the digital rev-
olution in a lightning speed.  

Recently, during the Foundation Day,
Vaishnaw said he got to know inspiring
stories of VLE Manjulata from
Mayurbhanj district in Odisha and VLE
Rose Angelina from Meghalaya. Despite
challenging circumstances, both women
acquired digital skills and empowered
their communities. Amidst the scenic hills
and remote villages of East West Khasi
Hills in Meghalaya, woman VLE Rose
Angelina M Kharsyntiew has scripted a
digital revolution. Through her centre in
the Mairang area, she is not only deliv-
ering services but also setting an exam-
ple of transformation, empowerment
and community service, the Union
Minister who also holds the important
portfolios of Railways and Information
Broadcasting, said.

Launched by Prime Minister Narendra

Modi in 2015, the Digital India program
aimed to make technology accessible to
every Indian. CSCs have played a pivotal
role in empowering citizens in rural India
— particularly women, farmers  and mar-
ginalised communities by offering them
digital access, financial inclusion, health-
care and livelihood support at their
doorstep. 

The CSC ecosystem includes initiatives
such as CSC Academy for digital educa-
tion and skill training; CSC Grameen
eStore to promote rural e-commerce; and
programs for supporting Self Help
Groups (SHGs) and Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs), especially in agri-
culture and crafts.

In  2022, Minister of Home,
Cooperation Amit Shahi, CSC signed an
agreement with NABARD and the
Ministry of Cooperation. Under this
agreement, cooperative credit societies
across the country have now started func-
tioning as Common Services Centres
(CSCs).

Following this partnership, Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) and
LAMPS (Large Area Multi-Purpose
Societies) were provided CSC IDs and
were given comprehensive training. After
completing the training, these societies
began offering CSC services in the
remote areas of their respective states.

The objective behind this collaboration
is to empower a larger section of rural
communities and financial empowerment
of PACS. On average, each society has
around 500 members. If one communi-
ty progresses well, the benefits reach these
500 individuals or families first. 

While a lot has been done, yet many
things are to be done as part of the Viksit
Bharat programme as there is a need to
strengthen awareness, cyber security and
capacity building, especially in agricul-
ture, health, and education sectors.
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DigIndia The world is mesmerised that India has achieved this in 
a highly diverse & complex social environment inspite of a
massive demographic burden. It will also help India to establish
its leadership across the Global South.

NON-ECONOMIC VALUE ADD BY 2030 (EST)
While the mature DPIs have achieved exponential adoption by 2024, the next 6-7 years present an opportunity to
scale up further and impacting the citizens even in the remotest parts of the country. By 2030, DPIs will make life
of the citizens far more efficient with Social and Financial inclusion.

90%+ of the population above 15yrs
to have access to a bank account. 

Equal access to opportunities,
resources, and services empowering
all citizens.

Digitalisation of services makes
processes efficient saving time for all
stakeholders

U$104Bn cost savings (est) through
digitaisation and DPI integration

760Mn beneficiaries 
of PMJDY

137Cr Aadhaar users
with DBT of U$15.3Bn

Annually a citizen will
save 4.2 working days
by using digital services

Government savings in direct
benefit transfer of U$15.3Bn

70%+ of the population 
(106Cr) will be benefitting
from digital services

15-25% reduction in TAT per
shipment (ULIP)

Ecological
impact

U$7.6Bn worth paper saving & reduction
in Carbon Emissions by 4Mn C-Ton

A DIGITAL INDIA 
IS AN

EMPOWERED
INDIA, BOOSTING

‘EASE OF 
LIVING’ AND

TRANSPARENCY.
— PRIME MINISTER

NARENDRA MODI

INDIA DPI EVOLUTION ROADMAP THROUGH INTEGRATION AND AI

AI will analyse patient data &
medical history to offer
personalised treatment plans. 
AI algos will forecast disease
patterns & healthcare trends.
Enhance on-ground procedures & build
efficiency.

Machine learning algos will be
used by entity(s) to build
eCommerce. 
Digital experiences will become immersive as
Metaverse adoption increases.

AI to analyse student data, learning
patterns & preferences to provide
personalised recommendations &
adaptive content.
Blockchain to provide a tamper-
proof system for issuing and verifying
educational credentials.

AI-powered grievance
management system  launched
for better governance.
Natural language processing technology. 

AI to improve fraud detection and
prevention.
Central Bank Digital Currency to
reduce expences and enhance efficiency.

Analyse transaction data, identify
patterns and detect anomalies.
Smart contracts, executed on a
blockchain, to automate tax computation.

Governance goes digital,
calls it a ‘Techade’

Financial
inclusion

Social
inclusion

Time
saving

Cost
savings

KEY CHALLANGES TO DPI ADOPTIONS

MODI GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN
THE HELP DESK AND SERVICE
KIOSKS TO EVERY NOOK AND
CORNER OF THE COUNTRY AS
PART OF ONE OF THE DIGITAL

INDIA PROGRAMME 
POPULARLY CALLED CSC

SOURCE: ARTHUR D. LITTLE, NASSCOM ANALYSIS

Missing inter-
connetivity among
Govt. Ministry(s)
hampers growth 
of DPIs

Real-Time data
availability will help
improve adoption of
various DPIs

Language expantion will help users to
access services in their preferred language

Digital public eco-system will require
robust data protection and cyber
security infrastructure to safeguard
against untoward data leakages

DPI’s vision extends beyond Govt. for better
user experience, Banks, Telecom companies,
Insurance providers & Retail sector will
collaborate  for personalised digital services

ADBM NDEAR

India’s remarkable rise of becoming the fourth-largest economy in the world has drawn significant
attention and acclaim, capturing headlines for all the right reasons globally. This inspite of the geo-
political global headwinds. While this gigantic achievement speaks for itself, there is a need to 
analyse how this feat was achieved and what is in store for the future. A critical aspect that often goes
unnoticed in discussions about India’s economic ascent is its robust Digital Infrastructure today,
developed over the last many years.



The Khasi principle of Mei Ranew- Ki Ryngkew ki Basa (reverence for Mother Nature) is 
manifested in Meghalaya’s root bridges, their makers and caretakers — a lesson the 
world needs to put into practice urgently.

No voter left 
behind
This is with reference to 
“ECI needs to course 
correct on Bihar SIR” by 
Karan Thapar (July 13). 
For Bihar, which has a 
large out-migrant 
population, low birth 
registration, and low 
literacy, ECI should heed 
the Supreme Court’s 
advice to accept Aadhaar, 
ration and voter cards as 
proof for registration.

Gurnoor Grewal

Leaving abusive marriages
This is with reference to “Learning to say no to an 
abusive marriage” by Namita Bhandare (July 13). 
Parents should make their daughters financially, 
mentally, and emotionally strong. They must support 
them in abandoning troubled marriages, and emerge 
safely from the aftermath.

Abhilasha Gupta

Remembering Guru Dutt
This is with reference to “Guru Dutt’s tragic affair with 
life, and Bollywood” by Pavan K Varma (July 13). As we 
mark the centenary of his birth, it is fitting to honour 
the visionary who forever transformed Indian cinema. 

Sanjay Chopra

{ SUNDAY LETTERS }  
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Write to us at: letters@hindustantimes.com

O
f the many health concerns of
women that get overlooked, anae-
mia is one of the most dangerous.
Earlier this month, the South Asian

Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC), the government of Sri Lanka, 
Unicef, WHO, and other partners hosted the
Nourishing South Asia — Reducing Anaemia
in Adolescent Girls and Women regional 
conference in Colombo, which threw up 
alarming figures on anaemia in the region. If
India is to realise both its demographic divi-
dend and increase female labour force partic-
ipation, anaemia has to be tackled as it goes 
far beyond being a health issue. It is a sign of
poor nutrition, inequality, chronic infection,
and with this comes poor health and lost 
opportunities for women.

In India, 57% of women of reproductive
age (15-49 years), 52% of pregnant women, 
and 67% of children under five are anaemic.
This represents not just a health crisis, but 
deep-rooted gender inequities. While women
are biologically more vulnerable to anaemia
during menstruation and pregnancy, their 
elevated risk is largely shaped by social and 
systemic disadvantages: Poor dietary diver-
sity, repeated pregnancies with inadequate 
recovery time, limited autonomy in health 
decisions, and unequal food distribution 
within households. Women in many Indian
households eat last and eat the least.

This is despite the fact that, today, many
scalable, science-backed solutions are within
reach, signalling a strategic investment in 
women’s health and empowerment. Ensur-
ing that these reach the last mile is key. 

Recent advances in health technology and
treatment protocols are beginning to shift 
outcomes. Digital screening tools such as 
point-of-care digital hemoglobinometers are
being rolled out through the Anaemia Mukt
Bharat programme. These enable frontline 
health workers to deliver immediate, reliable
diagnostics — some models have demon-

strated 80-86% accuracy. IV iron therapies 
can replenish iron stores much faster than 
oral tablets. A 2024 guidance note from the 
MoHFW now recommends this for moderate
to severe anaemia from the second trimester
onward. Evidence suggests it is not only more
effective, but more cost-effective too. Anae-
mia prevention and treatment can be fac-
tored into India’s fairly robust grassroots 
health delivery schemes. Hema Divakar, 
member, International Federation of Gynae-
cology and Obstetrics (FIGO) executive 
board, says, “Investing in maternal anaemia,
particularly through rapid iron-repletion, is
fundamentally an investment in community
health, women’s agency and our economy.”

Addressing anaemia may begin with clini-
cal tools, but the intent and impact go much
further. Deployed equitably and at scale, 
these innovations can help build a founda-
tion for broader gender justice by restoring 
health and strength during critical life stages
like pregnancy and early motherhood — and
generally enabling women to engage more 
fully in education, livelihoods, and commu-
nity life. The Economist recently reported a 
decline in traditional preference for sons, 
with a growing aspiration for daughters in 
some countries. This evolving mindset, 
which will hopefully manifest itself in India 
sooner rather than later, must be matched by
meaningful investment in women’s health.

Tulika Seth, professor of haematology,
AIIMS, Delhi, says, “Correcting maternal 
anaemia reduces complications like postpar-
tum haemorrhage and boosts neonatal iron
stores, breaking intergenerational cycles of 
malnutrition. India has both the responsibil-
ity and the capacity to implement these inter-
ventions at scale.” Tackling anaemia will not
only address a major health challenge but 
also help women access the tools, resources,
and platforms they need to thrive.

The views expressed are personal.

The gains of curbing 
anaemia in women

THE WORLD HAS 
RECOGNISED THE DALAI 
LAMA’S ENORMOUS 
CONTRIBUTION, BUT WE 
IN INDIA — WHERE HE 
LIVES AND THE COUNTRY 
HE CONSIDERS HIMSELF 
A SON OF — HAVE 
REMAINED BLIND 
TO HIS MERIT

tune was established, our Neelkamal-brand
chairs would be laid out on the porch. There
was no mobile, no internet to turn to — only
Mr Tiwari who worked in a nationalised 
bank, in his vest, telling us how tough gov-
ernment jobs had become. “It’s not like old
times, bhaisahab. Now, you have to work”, 
he would say, sipping tea made by my 
mother in candle-light.

Another scarcity fuelling neighbourly
connections was lack of milk for tea, or the
chaipatti itself. The doorbell rings, your 
mother answers — only to see a friend and 
his entire family at your doorstep, all decked
up. “Namaste, bhabhiji, We were passing by
and thought of dropping in.”

“Oh, haan. Sure, sure!” Your mother lets
them in pretending a pleasant shock, 
quickly clearing the nearest bed for them to
sit while nervously talking non-stop. She 
takes stock of items in the kitchen — there is
no milk, and Blinkit is 20 years away. You 
are sent to the neighbour’s house, to borrow
some. The neighbours understand this Code
Red, having been in similar situations. You
smuggle back the milk covertly. The day is 

saved. This sudden scarcity builds neigh-
bourly love so strong that you still get invited
to their family weddings decades later.

There is no scarcity now. Each high-rise is
self sufficient. There is power back-up. 
There are quick delivery services. And, there
are no uninvited guests. There is instead 
“privacy”, a concept that was alien to many
Indians like me just two decades ago.

But if you discount the nostalgic hang-
over, condominium life is one of the best 
examples of how a country should be run. 
You spot a pothole, you take a picture and 
send it to a WhatsApp group, shaming the 
residents’ welfare association members. 
They get to work, and it is fixed. Shaming 
works in societies with super high self-es-
teem per sq feet. Even Mr Tiwari, who sold
his old house to enjoy the amenities of a con-
dominium post-retirement, knows this. 
Sometimes, he does miss that chai and that
power cut, though.

Abhishek Asthana is a tech and media 

entrepreneur, and tweets as @gabbbarsingh. 

The views expressed are personal.

another opportunity. The Dalai Lama has
just celebrated his 90th birthday. By all
count,  it is a landmark. Surely this is a
moment to make up for our lapse? Don’t
you agree? Also conferring the Bharat
Ratna on the Dalai Lama would add dis-
tinction to the award.

But there is one other person we could
consider — Amitabh Bachchan. I don’t
doubt there have been great actors and
actresses before him but they died without
this recognition. Bachchan is still alive.
And he was — for many still is — a legend.
As big as Satyajit Ray, who got it in 1992,
or Lata Mangeshkar, who received it in
2001. So why not him? No one has got the
award for their acting. Let him be the first.

Karan Thapar is the author of Devil’s 

Advocate: The Untold Story. 

The views expressed are personal.

Later, we trekked downhill in the village of
Siej where Bah Haly War, the village elder, 
explained about the root bridge he had built 
over decades to connect the village to their 
farmlands. After encouraging me to cross the
living root bridge and amidst the reverberat-
ing sound of gushing water flowing under the
bridge, the people of the village gathered to 
recount the incredible history of the bridge. 
Iora Dkhar, chairperson of the Syrwet U 
Barim Mariang Jingkieng Jri Cooperative 
Society Federation Ltd., walked up to me 

unassumingly and handed over a copy of the
dossier being sent to the Unesco to recognise
the living root bridges across Meghalaya as a
world heritage site. Her team began the task
of documenting living root bridges in Meghal-
aya through the various cooperatives and has
been able to document 131 so far. It was also 
heartening to see a small sign board acknowl-
edging that the 15th Finance Commission’s 
untied grants have been used to fence and 
protect this living root bridge. The Khasi prin-
ciple of “Mei Ranew- Ki Ryngkew ki Basa” (rev-

erence for mother nature) is manifested in 
these bridges, their makers and caretakers. A
lesson the world needs to put into practice 
urgently.

In the last leg of the tour, we reached the vil-
lage of Sohbar, perched beside the turquoise 
blue waters of the Wahrew river that flows 
down to the plains of Bangladesh. The chief 
secretary of Meghalaya, Donald Wahlang, who
accompanied us to this village, recounted how
in 2005, as the then deputy commissioner of 
East Khasi Hills, he had to swim across this 
river to reach the village of Nongjri. Today, 
across the Wahrew stands an arched-steel 
bridge, completed in 2021, that is symbolic of
PM Modi’s steely resolve to surmount the 
challenges that areas at the peripheries face. 
Sohbar is now one of 92 villages included in 
the Vibrant Village Programme, which ref-
rames India’s peripheries not as margins, but
as proud thresholds to the nation. 

From Sohbar, we travelled to Cherrapunji,
where we were to visit the Ramakrishna Ash-
ram. As the dusk faded into night, with the 
foreground of the great gorge of Sohra that 
voraciously devoured the monsoon winds, the
fenced international border with Bangladesh
stood brightly lit. The original name of this 
town was Sohra (soh means fruit and rah 
means to carry in Khasi), which was mispro-
nounced Cherra by the British. The Bengalis 
from nearby Sylhet who trailed the British 
added the word punji, a term to refer to a clus-
ter of villages that was later suffixed to Cherra.
Sohra, which is also the cultural capital of the
Khasis, has now been given back its original 
name. The next day, Swami Anuraganandaji
of the Ramakrishna Ashram spoke about the
rich contribution of the ashram in educating
the tribals for a century. That their alumni 
include two former chief ministers of Meghal-
aya, several civil servants, doctors and engi-
neers is a testament to what an institution 
with seva (service) as its core can contribute to
the society.

Throughout this journey, I was moved by
the determination, optimism, and harmony 
with nature that define the people of Meghal-
aya. With government support and commu-
nity spirit aligned, Meghalaya today offers a 
blueprint for a vibrant, confident, and self-reli-
ant India. Till next time, Khublei Shibun (thank
you, very much) and Mithela Meghalaya!

Nirmala Sitharaman is the Union finance 

minister. The views expressed are personal.

R
ecently, on my tour to Meghalaya,
I travelled by road from Guwahati
to Shillong. The road was wide
and traffic flowed smoothly. This
was once an old, winding road,
perilously narrow and choked

with traffic, where smoke-emitting lorries 
made travel miserable. My first stop was at the
backwaters of the scenic Umiam lake in Ri 
Bhoi district. The waters of the rivers, Wah 
Umkhrah and Wah Umshyrpi, were dammed
in the 1960s to harness their hydel power. 
Today, the man-made lake has also become a
hub of water sports and adventure activities. 
Tourism has given a year-long livelihood 
opportunity to those in the lake’s vicinity, 
emblematic of the government and citizens’ 
approach to places with potential for tourism.
A project transforming the lake into a world-
class tourism hub with a crafts village, cultural
pavilion and botanical gardens is being funded
under the Special Assistance to States for Capi-
tal Investment (SASCI) scheme.

We reached Shillong by evening to attend
the first North-East Roundtable on the Prime
Minister Internship Scheme (PMIS). This 
gathering brimmed with the energy and deter-
mination of young interns who seek to realise
their dreams through opportunities created by
the PMIS, piloted to connect the youth with 
top companies across India. Nito S Kiho, a 
22-year-old from Dimapur, Nagaland spoke to
me, with the cool air befitting a lead guitarist 

in a band, about how he wished to start a 
clothing brand with his friends after the 
internship. 

The strident ambition of another intern, Elis-
abeth Lalsim from Dima Hasao district of 
Assam shone as she explained how she has cho-
sen to intern at the Power Grid Corporation in 
the East Jaintia Hills, Meghalaya in order to gain
experience in electrical engineering. Her zeal 
echoed William Yeats’s sentiment about educa-
tion as not the filling of a pail but as the lighting
of a fire. Speaking in Khasi, Khlainkupar Lyn-
khoi recounted how he is interning at the Rural
Electrification Company Ltd. and is 
motivating households to register for
the PM Suryaghar Muft Bijli Yojana. It
was music to my ears when the 
interns listed common themes like 
team work, time management, goal-
setting as skills they have picked up in
the past few months. I saw the seeds 
of promising careers being sown and
dreams taking shape. The youth of 
the North East are not thinking that 
their being far away is an impediment to their 
soaring aspirations.

The next day, at the LARITI Convention
Center in Shillong, the Meghalaya CM and I 
flagged-off a consignment of pineapples to 
Dubai — sourced from a farmer producers 
organisation (FPO) from Jirang village, Ri 
Bhoi district. Several FPOs and SHGs con-
verged to showcase their products here — the
unique Lakadong turmeric, ginger, bamboo 
shoot pickles, exquisite jams and traditional 
silk fabrics. Meghalaya displayed the various
stages that their farmers are on the path to 
becoming entrepreneurs. The Budget FY20 
announcement on the formation of 10,000 
new FPOs together with work on the ground 
has helped several farmers earn greater value
for their produce. This was a live demonstra-

tion of farmers who have become entrepre-
neurs. 

Later that evening, I met Mark Laitflang
Stone, an award-winning entrepreneur, 
speaker and youth mentor at the serene 
Ward’s Lake in Shillong. Mark’s self-made 
journey is a story of overcoming adversity to 
achieve success with several successful ven-
tures. One such venture named Avenues has 
trained over a lakh youth in the North East. 

The next day, on our way to a “vibrant” vil-
lage on the border, a short visit was planned to
the State-run Shitake Mushroom Develop-

ment Centre in Upper Shillong.
There, we witnessed the impact and
promise of innovative agriculture.
Meghalaya has leveraged its climatic
advantage and is gaining expertise
in niche products such as the shit-
ake. For procuring the shitake, the
state government has tied up with a
firm in the Miyagi prefecture, Japan.
The efforts taken to meet the pro-
ductive and production standards to

match the Japanese ideal are visible. It is no 
wonder that the Japanese source the Made in
India shitake from here.

We then travelled to Laitkynsiew, a village
located in the lush green interiors of the East 
Khasi. We witnessed a lakhpati didi, Lahun 
Mary Blah, detail her journey from home-
maker to owner of a garment store, a flower 
boutique and a tea stall. A young officer 
gushed about how funds flow seamlessly to 
the accounts of SHGs through direct benefit 
transfer without any delay. The promise and 
dreams of the women SHGs are undeterred by
sun or rain — this is a new Aatmanirbhar Bha-
rat that not only provides the conditions for 
growth but also derives confidence from the 
success of every Indian — as the PM says, 
sabka saath, sabka vikas.

The Meghalaya story:
Realising aspirations
With government support 
and community spirit aligned, 
the state offers a blueprint 
for a vibrant, confident, 
and self-reliant India

Rajiv Gandhi, Morarji Desai, Gulzarilal
Nanda, Gopinath Bordoloi, Pranab Muk-
herjee, Nanaji Deshmukh, Karpoori Tha-
kur, LK Advani and Chaudhary Charan
Singh? Today, many people may not even
remember who they were, leave aside
recall what they did.

However, there are also people who
clearly should have been given the award
but were not. I can think of at least two.
The first is Field Marshal SHFJ Manek-
shaw. Without doubt, he was India’s
greatest military hero. He commanded the
Army in the only war we have decisively
and irrefutably won. I know he was given
the rank of Field Marshal, but he should
also have been given the Bharat Ratna.
Today, if it is denied on the grounds he is
dead, wouldn’t that be hypocritical dou-
ble-standards?

The other person can still be given the
award. But does our government have the
vision and the wisdom to do so? I’m refer-
ring to the Dalai Lama. The truth is the
world has recognised his enormous con-
tribution but we in India, where he lives
and the country he considers himself a
son of, have remained blind to his merit.
Or, is it that we don’t want to offend
China?

He got the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989.
That means we are already 36 years too
late. In fact, we should have awarded him
before the Nobel Committee. After all, he
lives amongst us. We should have been the
first to recognise him. But now we have

{ SUNDAY SENTIMENTS }

Karan Thapar

W
e all know the Bharat Ratna is
India’s highest award, and we
all hope it is conferred after
careful deliberation and close

scrutiny. After all, you don’t want to scat-
ter the most vaunted accolade like con-
fetti. The English call that casting pearls
before swine, but I won’t use that phrase.

Yet, that’s what seems to be the case.
Consider these facts.

Of the 53 people awarded the Bharat
Ratna starting with the first in 1954, by my
count, 31 are politicians. That’s almost
60%. Doesn’t this seem to suggest it’s been
strategically given for political reasons
rather than as recognition of merit? Some-
times, it has been given to Congress lead-
ers by their worshipful colleagues. Doesn’t
that cheapen the award? It certainly
diminishes it.

The other disturbing fact is that 18
awardees got the Bharat Ratna posthu-
mously. It may have been remiss not to

recognise them in their lifetime but to
make up for that decades later seems fool-
ish if not risible. For instance, Vallabhbhai
Patel got it 41 years after his death. In fact,
he died before the Bharat Ratna was
established. BR Ambedkar and Maulana
Azad got it 34 years after their death. Kar-
poori Thakur 36 years after he passed
away and Madan Mohan Malaviya was
conferred the award an astonishing 69
years after he died. Actually, he died
before India even became independent.
So, if it was justified to give it to these wor-
thies, why not Mahatma Gandhi?

Let’s ask the question: How many of the
53 deserved India’s highest award? Your
answer will differ from mine, and it is pos-
sible we will all have our own divergent
views. That said and done, by my estima-
tion, at least 14 awardees did not deserve
it. Should it really have been given to
Govind Ballabh Pant, Zakir Husain, VV
Giri, K Kamaraj, MG Ramachandran,

Missing in the list of 
Bharat Ratna awardees

S
ometimes, it takes an earthquake in
Gurugram to figure out who your
neighbours are. The earth shakes, and
people rush out in their pyjamas and

assemble in an area where their WiFi can’t
reach — and see people who they 
sometimes spot in the lift. Reluc-
tant smiles follow.

This is a completely unsched-
uled assembly. Some small talk 
emerges.

“It was really strong,” says a
middle-aged man, most likely a 
senior vice-president at an MNC —
an open invitation for anyone to 
respond. I take the bait. “Yeah, the
epicentre is somewhere in Haryana, 4.0 
magnitude,” I read from my phone.

He is not interested in more science. He
spots the missus. A conversation follows.

“Oh, you are the couple who recently
moved in?”

“Yeah, it’s been two years.”
“We are on the same floor. You guys

should come over sometime!”
“Sure! Whenever.”
“Whenever” is a great tool to dodge such

societal curveballs. It doesn’t commit a date,
shows complete intent, and shifts the onus
on to the inviting party to propose a time. So
it ends there and we wait for the next earth-
quake.

This phenomenon is especially pro-
nounced if you are a tenant. No neighbour 
wants to build a relationship with a tempo-
rary inhabitant; hence, the empty invitations
at earthquake meetings. Unless the Zomato
delivery person accidentally delivers their 

tandoori momos to you, there is no reason to
knock on each others’ doors. Nobody runs 
out of chaipatti (tea leaves) anymore. They 
get it in 10 minutes.

It is a city where many live in gate com-
munity high-rises, scammed by
the concept of super built-up area.
They work eight to nine hours in a
designated cubicle, and then come
back home to park their vehicles in
a designated spot, sometimes to
find someone else’s car parked
there. They post a picture on the
society Whatsapp group, chastis-
ing the miscreant. They regret not
investing in a higher income soci-

ety, with people having better civic sense.
This income-to-civic sense correlation

never holds, though. People keep spending
money to chase peers with better civic sense,
only to find the guy in the window seat 
standing up and asking them to give way as
soon as the plane lands. Clearly, there is no
correlation.

But, there are enough benefits of staying
in such a society. Most of your needs are 
taken care of, everything is available at your
doorstep. If your door-bell rings, it is most 
likely the domestic help or a delivery boy —
seldom a neighbour.

Earlier, neighbourly love was fuelled by
scarcity. A shared misery always leads to the
best friendships. A few decades ago, my 
hometown would see a power-cut nearly 
every evening. As soon as the whirring ceil-
ing fan suddenly lost speed, the immediate
neighbours would be asked if their house 
had lost power too. After a collective misfor-

Changing nature of 
neighbourly bonds

Earlier, neighbourly love was fuelled by scarcity — from power outages to sugar. 
There is no scarcity now. Each high rise is self-sufficient.                                                       HT PHOTO

Abhishek 
Asthana
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What reels may come
(before I fall asleep...)

Will Shringla get
Darjeeling ticket?
Who’s coming to
Tharoor’s party?

T
here appears to be no end to the
Shashi Tharoor saga as the
Thiruvananthapuram MP has a
knack of being in the news.

This time it is not his controversial
statements which are the subject of ani-
mated discussion but his July 24 annu-
al mango party, the first social get-
together post Operation Sindoor. The
invitees usually include a mix of lead-
ers from the Congress as well as other
Opposition parties like Mohua Moitra
and Supriya Sule. Since Mr Tharoor is
currently in the “disgruntled” catego-
ry, speculation about the guest list is
building up. Congress insiders are
keeping a close watch to see if any BJP
leader will be invited, given Mr
Tharoor’s growing proximity to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. It is also to be
seen whether party office bearers like
K.C. Venugopal and Randeep
Surjewala will be invited and if they
are, will they put in an appearance as
they do every year? Both Mr Venugopal
and Mr Surjewala are known Rahul
Gandhi loyalists and their presence or
absence at Mr Tharoor’s party will be a
message in itself. Meanwhile, several
Congress leaders who are unhappy

with the party’s top leadership have
been sending feelers to Mr Tharoor that
they would like to be invited to the
party. They essentially want to make a
point to the Congress high command
about their unhappiness with the func-
tioning of the party without saying 
anything which could get them into
trouble.

Over the past few months, Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Yogi
Adityanath has ordered the

transfer of a large number of bureau-
crats. The decision to replace Shishir
Singh with Bhadohi deputy magistrate
Vishal Singh as the new director, infor-
mation and culture, had shocked every-
one as the former was known to be close
to the chief minister and held the posi-
tion for five years. Political observers
in UP point out that there has been a
perceptible change in the news cover-
age of the Yogi government after Vishal
Singh was designated information
director. The local legacy media is no
longer shying away from carrying occa-
sional critical news reports about the
UP government. Though there are no
personal attacks against Yogi

Adityanath, the stories generally focus
on government policies, unheard of till
a few months ago. It is not clear if this is
the leadership’s considered decision or
a reflection on the new officer.

Though Congress members have
accepted that Rahul Gandhi is the
face of the party, there is growing

resentment over his choice of
office bearers in the organisation.
Congress general secretary K.C.
Venugopal, a Rahul Gandhi favourite,
has been a target since his appointment
and there is constant speculation about
his removal. But Mr Venugopal
remains well entrenched. Similarly,
leaders are unhappy that Rahul Gandhi
had ignored experienced leaders and
instead picked Anil Jaihind as chair-
man of the party’s OBC department and
Rajendra Pal Gautam for the Scheduled
Caste department as neither has had
any strong connection with the
Congress. Senior OBC leaders like
Veerappa Moily and others are particu-
larly upset as they have been champi-
oning the cause of backward classes in
party fora for years now. Again, over 30
senior leaders of Jammu and Kashmir

Congress have dashed off a letter to
Rahul Gandhi expressing their unhap-
piness with Tariq Hameed Karra’s
appointment as the state party chief.
The signatories to the letter maintain
that since he took over, they have not
been consulted in organisational mat-
ters despite the fact they have years of
experience in the field. Mr Karra is also
a Rahul Gandhi protégé.

There had been a strong buzz in the
run-up to last year’s Lok Sabha
elections that former foreign sec-

retary Harsh Shringla would be fielded
for the Darjeeling seat. On his part, Mr
Shringla had been positioning himself
for such an eventuality as he partici-
pated in several programmes during
his regular trips to Darjeeling. Mr
Shringla failed to make a cut for the
Lok Sabha but he has now been reward-
ed with a presidential nomination to
the Rajya Sabha. The Capital’s bureau-
cratic circles were quick to point out
that the BJP wants to groom Mr
Shringla for a bigger political role and
that his entry to the Upper House is
only the first step in that direction.
There is one view that Mr Shringla’s

presence in the Upper House will serve
as a constant reminder that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has other
options other than external affairs min-
ister S. Jaishankar. Others believe the
BJP will project Mr Shringla as
its future leader first in Sikkim to keep
its focus on the Northeast.

The Capital’s wedding season
spares no one. Well before the
beginning of the auspicious peri-

od in November, people rush to grab
hotel rooms, guest houses and banquet
halls for the “big, fat Indian wedding”.
Diplomats from the United States,
Japan and Australia, who are prepar-
ing for the Quad Leaders’ Summit
being hosted by India in Delhi later this
year, have had their first brush with
this phenomenon. The embassies of the
three countries are finding it hard to
book rooms for the large number of
officials who will be accompanying
their leaders for the summit. Reason:
Delhi’s wedding season.

Anita Katyal is a Delhi-based 
journalist

RAHUL CROSSING LIMITS

After becoming the
leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi 's loose
comments on BJP,
Modi and Election
Commission of India
have exceeded all tol-
erable limits. He calls
all of them thieves and
cheats and by many
other distasteful and
unparliamentary epi-
thets. He conveniently
forgets that he and his
family themselves are
out on bail granted to
them due to the benev-
olence and mercy of
courts and the high
fees charging advo-
cates capable of mak-
ing ropes out of sand
and mountains out of
molehills. His latest ver-
bal cannonode against
the ECI over prepara-
tion of voters' rolls for
the ensuing Bihar
Elections is an example
of RaGa's high degree
acerbic calumnies on
the ECI which is a 100
per cent neutral body. 

Marudamalaiyan
Coimbatore

INDIVIDUAL’S ACHIEVEMENT
Thank God the death sentence of a
nurse  Nimisha Priya of Kerala has
been postponed in Yemen by the
relentless efforts of A.P.Aboobacker
Musliar, the Sunny leader and the
general secretary of All India
Jamiyathul Ulama of Kanthapuram
Kerala through his close friend and
respected Yemeni Sufi Scholar. This
is highly appreciated as what the
Indian government should have
done, has been achieved by an indi-
vidual. Further, this is the rarest of
rare one as a Muslim leader has
taken up the matter to save the life of
Nimisha Priya at least as a tempo-
rary reprieve which is an excellent
mix of faith and backchannel efforts.
But sadly the family members of the
victim seem to cling to the provision
of Qisas, a retributive justice. Let us
all pray that Nimisha Priya's life be
spared by persistent negotiations.

M L . RAGHAVAN
Tirupur

Anita Katyal

LETTERS

Subhani

Icannot tell a lie and pretend to be superior. I do watch reels on that social
media site. Obviously not the banned one: Gosh no, I would never do that.
I don’t even have a subscription to one of those virtual private… shh. But

the other one owned by some evil tech billionaire or the other, the one which
allows little clips from the banned site, I watch that. Every night before I sleep,
I have to get my little dopamine fix. I now realise that every do-gooder well-
wisher will tell me how bad this is for me. My fingers will fall off, my brain
will decompose and I’ll destroy my whole sleeping pattern. I’ve put those in no
particular order because I’m not sure which is the worst. Although am sure
someone will have a perfectly concocted theory on that as well.

I’m rooting for, in order of importance:
Sleep, fingers, brain. Or maybe brain, fingers, sleep. Or the random order

that I chose. Anyone one of those can be fatal. Lethal. Deadly.
As anyone who “scrolls” knows however, there are reels for everything.

Including how to stop scrolling, how to get your fingers back, how to blow
smoke up your…, how to regrow your brain, how to sleep, how not to sleep,
how to eat, what not to eat, what to wear, what not to wear. What to wear when
you’re 30, 70, 370. All of it.

How to exercise, how not to exercise. Who to believe. Who not to believe.
What celebs look like. What they should look like. What you should look like.
Who’s trying to enter your life through
our phone. How to save yourself. What
suitcase to take to a foreign country.
Don’t laugh. This is big. Very impor-
tant. I have even noticed a link to what
I suspect is a whole article on what
baggage to carry on holiday, probably
inspired by the popularity of these lit-
tle 30-second recordings.

And then, since you’re travelling:
Where to go, how to go where you want
to go, what to eat, how to eat what you
want to eat, on and on and on. Then
there’s the backlash tourist reel: How
to expect to be treated in my country,
that country, some other country if
you are a pesky unwelcome tourist.

Sometimes I find myself particularly
drawn to videos of babies and infants
being cute. This you can blame on my
age. Long-nailed overly made-up little
women tapping things to buy, which
they’ve got for free, or using some
expression-less — and yet at the same
time breathless — voice to tell you how
to make some horrible-looking healthy
meal, these do not appeal. You know what I mean — “influencers”. But then I
wonder about the future of these little children, who do not know they are
being made famous. And eventually, as you watch them, they start endorsing
products. Which means another form of exploitation by greedy parents. And
the massive commercial machine has managed to gobble everything in its
path.

I fear the damage done will be far worse than whatever happens to my fin-
gers. Because the collective brain of humanity is being fogged. And by us, will-
ingly if unwittingly. And instructed, permanently instructed. Don’t say this,
do that, feel the other thing. The problem is that the directions contradict each
other depending on who’s issuing them. Wellness-conscious and health-filled
people want us to be happy; regressive people want us to listen to them
because they know how we should feel, aware people want us to listen to them
because they know how we ought to feel. And free will people want to be how
they want to be. Contrarian annoyances, clearly.

There’s a coffee shop somewhere which won’t let you in unless you’re smil-
ing. I hear the “positivity at any cost” brigade cheering. So wonderful. A smile
is what this terrible world needs. So sweet and affirming, ‘gratituding’ and
whatever else is the trendy word right now. So what if this constant need to
be happy can have a deleterious effect on what you’re actually feeling? The
loss of a loved one for instance does not really lead to happiness in many peo-
ple. But they may still want a cup of coffee. Do they deserve it, if they cannot
paste a meaningless mouth-stretch on their sad faces on demand?

One of the bitter lessons of growing older is discovering that freedom gets
increasingly restricted just when you thought it was heading your way. The
reels are full of generational conflict, usually funny. Though I guess humour
depends on which side of the camera you’re on. From where I’m sitting, age
makes things a lot funnier than they might seem to younger people. Can you
see my smug smile? Good. I meant you too, as you wallow in your age-appro-
priate confusion. It is how it is.

However, to get back to where I started. There are some advantages to these
reels. In order; music, science, history, art, political activism and comedy. Not
all of these help you to sleep easy. And those pesky algorithms are ready to
take you down any number of rabbit holes. So you learn to avoid the impor-
tant “advice” about some green healthy “natural” gunk you have to eat, put
on your face, apply to your walls or whatever the latest craze is. Don’t take
offence at the colour I chose, even though I respect your right to be perma-
nently offended especially if you’re a well-meaning younger person full of the
milk of human sentimentality and sanctimonious. I respect that right as well.
It’s just that I could well have written yellow, orange, heliotrope.

Please don’t worry too much about me. You may have gathered that I’m not
a very sweet type of a person. Instead of offering any gratuitous advice which
I will not take, you could just take bets on which finger will fall off first, how
much wrist surgery will cost me and how soon my brain will atrophy. And
most importantly, will I ever be able to fall asleep at whatever is the correct
time these days to fall asleep. Do let me know.

Or rather, don’t.

The writer is a senior journalist who writes on media affairs, politics and
social trends. She tweets at @ranjona.

O
n Muharram
this year in
Bihar, there
was, as elec-
tions approach,

predictable religious vio-
lence between Hindus and
Muslims. In fact, any-
where in India now, every
joyous religious festival is
increasingly prone to dis-
cord and acrimony.  

The Turkic invasion of
India in the 12th century
was, as global historian
Will Durant said, “one of
the bloodiest chapters in
world history”, with
destruction of Hindu tem-
ples, proselytisation, and
plunder. The facts of histo-
ry cannot be glossed over.
But over the centuries, a
syncretic Ganga-Jamuni
culture has evolved in
India, where Hindus and
Muslims — notwithstand-
ing the violence of Par-
tition and occasional epi-
sodes of communal dishar-
mony — learnt to coexist
with each other and devel-
op a symbiotic relation-
ship of mutual interdepen-
dence and cordiality.  

For instance, do people
know that even today in
Remanda, a village in
Odisha, a Muslim family
leads the annual Hindu fes-
tival of the Rath Yatra? Or,
that during his trip to the
Delhi suburb Mehrauli as
part of the Phoolwalon Ki
Sair, Bahadur Shah Zafar,
the last Mughal king,
always first paid obeisance
at the Jog Maya temple
there, before going to the
mazaar of Sufi saint
Khwaja Bakhtiyar Kaki?
Or that, for the millions of
Hindus who annually trek
to the Ayyappa temple in
Kerala’s Sabarimalai hills,
the dargah of a Muslim
saint on the way is a 
sacred site?  

In Lucknow, large num-
bers of Muslims work in
the chikan/zardozi indus-
try owned by Hindu
traders. In nearby Sitapur
and Mirzapur, Hindus and
Muslim are partners in the

lucrative carpet industry.
In Varanasi, Muslims
weave the exquisite Ba-
narasi sarees, the Hindus
finance the trade. During
Ganesh Chaturthi in Ma-
harashtra, many Muslim
artisans craft Ganesh
idols; in Thrissur (Kerala),
during the Pooram festival
at the Vadakkunnathan
temple, Muslims and
Christians help with logis-
tics; in West Bengal, dur-
ing Durga Puja, Muslim
artistes also create the pan-
dals and idols. 

As a child, I remember
how Hindus and Muslims
joyfully participated in
each other’s festivals, with
Muslim families preparing
gujiyas and thandai during
Holi, and Hindu neigh-
bours enjoying sevaiyan
and biryani on Eid. In
Bengal and parts of Bihar,
Hindu artisans craft
taazias for Muharram pro-
cessions. In Bihar, within a
100 km radius of Patna, are
located the most important
sites of India’s major reli-
gions: Pawapuri, where
Mahavira took his
mahanirvana, for Jains;
Bodhgaya, the prime desti-
nation for Buddhists;
Gaya, where devout Hin-
dus pray for their ances-
tors; Bihar Sharif, second
only to Ajmer Sharif for
Muslims; and Patna Sahib,
the birthplace of Guru
Govind, for Sikhs. In
Rajasthan’s Tonk district
— a former princely state
founded by a Pathan ruler
— Hindus and Muslims
have for generations per-
formed qawwalis and bha-
jans together at local Sufi
shrines.  

It is a fact that cynical
politicians use ordinary
Indians as puppets to rein-
force religion-based vote
banks. People suffer, poli-
ticians prosper. Self-styled
evangelists — Hindus and
Muslims — are used to
whip up communal hatred.
For such Hindus, Adi
Shankaracharya (8th cen-
tury) bluntly said: “Jatilo

mundi lunchitakeshaha
kashayambarabahukr-
tavesh, pashyannapi ca na
pashyati mudho udara-
nimitto bahukrtaveshah:
Many are those who mat
their locks, shave their
heads, wear robes of ochre,
but do this only for their
stomachs (that is, self-
interest).”  

The great intermingling
of cultures was perhaps
most poetically expressed
through the Bhakti and
Sufi movements. These
were not mere religious
reformations, but civilisa-
tional conversations —
between the heart and the
divine, bypassing ortho-
doxies and embracing uni-
versality. For centuries,
Muslim Sufis, one of the
most famous of whom was
Amir Khusro, have sung
devotional songs on Hindu
themes. A Hindu Brahmin
family is the hereditary
custodian of the Haji
Malang shrine in Mumbai.
Hindu pilgrims throng the
tomb of Khwaja Moi-
nuddin Chishti at Ajmer.  

Kabir (15th century),
among the most eclectic
voices of the Bhakti move-
ment, evocatively said:
“Poorabi disa Hari ka
basa, pacchim Allah muka-
ma; dil ki khoj dile bheetar,
ihan Ram Rahimana: In
the east is Hari, in the west
is Allah; look within your
heart, here reside both
Ram and Rahim.” He,
therefore, fearlessly pro-
claimed: “Kabir is the
child of Allah and of Ram:
He is my Guru, He is my
Pir.” In the 18th century,
Urdu legend Mir Taqi Mir
could declare: “Mir ke din-
o-mazhab ko ab poochate
kya ho unne tau, kashka
khencha dair main baitha
kabka tarq Islam kiya:
What do you ask of Mir’s
religious beliefs? For long
now, he has put on the
sacred tilak, sat at the tem-

ple, and severed his rela-
tionship with Islam.”
Ghalib (18th century),
openly poked fun at nar-
row-minded Islamic cler-
ics: “Kahan maikhane ka
darwza Ghalib aur kahan
vaayiz, Bas itna jante hain
kal wo jata tha jab hum
nikle: The tavern’s door,
and the cleric, are poles
apart; But all I know is that
he was entering when I
was ready to depart.”

What has happened to
this ancient land, that
aspires to become the
Vishwaguru, but is unable
to demolish the walls of
bigotry within its own peo-
ple? People of all religious
denominations are spread
across the country.
Muslims, which are the
largest minority, account
for some 30 per cent of the
population of West Bengal
and Assam, and one-fourth
of Kerala, apart from a sig-
nificant proportion in
most states. Hindus and
Muslims live cheek by jowl
in lakhs of villages, and
enduring hostility between
them is a prescription of
endemic instability. That
is why, in a letter to chief
ministers in 1947,
Jawaharlal Nehru said
that religious coexistence
is not an option but a com-
pulsion for India. Indeed,
one of our calling cards in
this troubled world is that
India is one country where
for centuries people of all
faiths have lived together
as an intrinsic part of the
national fabric.  

But Machiavellian politi-
cians and illiterate reli-
gious bigots have tried to
besmirch this calling card,
especially when elections
approach, because politi-
cal parties wish to cash in
on the dividends of com-
munal vote banks. Indians
should tell politicians who
try to divide them on reli-
gion what Sahir 
Ludhianvi said in the 1959
film Dhool Ka Phool: “Tu
Hindu banega na Mus-
salman banega, insaan ki
aulad hai insaan banega:
You will neither become
only a Hindu or a Muslim;
you are born a human
being, and will be a
humane being.”

The writer is an author,
diplomat and former

member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha)

Pavan K. Varma
In Lucknow, large
numbers of Muslims
work in the
chikan/zardozi 
industry owned by
Hindu traders. In
nearby Sitapur and
Mirzapur, Hindus and
Muslim are partners
in the lucrative 
carpet industry.

As anyone who ‘scrolls’ knows
however, there are reels for
everything. Including how to

stop scrolling, how to get your
fingers back, how to regrow your

brain, how to sleep, how not to
sleep, how to eat, what not to
eat, what to wear, what not to

wear. What to wear when you’re
30, 70, 370. All of it.

As Bihar heads for polls, 
honour syncretic culture

Chanakya’s View

Political 
Gup-Shup

Mail your letters to 
chennaidesk@deccanmail.com





China’s motivation
Ref: Cue music for a Himalayan pas de deux (Jul 19). 
Two points come my mind: how much can we trust 
China and why this sudden invocation of ‘2,000 
years of friendly exchanges’ along with their presi-
dent being gracious enough to grant our foreign 
minister an audience? Has this got anything to do 
with Operation Sindoor, which displayed the failure 
of Chinese electronic air defence systems supplied 
to  Pa k i sta n?  I t  i s  p oss i b le  t h a t t h ey  m ay  h ave 
thought that, thanks to the irrational Mr Trump, in 
case of a conflict with AUKUS, America may induce 
us, a Quad member, to open a second front along 
their southern borders. After all, despite all the ac-
rimony faced by the USSR, Stalin joined hands with 
the Allies when Hitler invaded Russia. 

Rajan Ugra, Bengaluru 

Pivot caution
Business deals are not relationships. Refer to the 

deals demanded by the current US president. On the 
other hand, isn’t his ‘relationship’ with Elon Musk 
revea li n g?  S o  we  d o  n ot  k n ow  w h e n  C h i n a  w i ll 
change tack. Even though we as a people have a re-
lationship for ages, China’s leadership has relin-
quished its core ethos and seem not to mean what 
they say. Anyways, it is appreciable that the author 
still has high hopes, like Panditji had. I would argue 
for negotiating with the utmost caution. 

Rajakumar Armugaperumal, email

Policy potholes
Ref: Tesla rolls in, but bumps stay on EV growth 
path (Jul 19). Tesla’s entry into India is like bringing 
a spaceship to a bullock cart race—futuristic, but 
out of place. With sky-high duties, a skeletal charg-
ing network and policy potholes, Elon Musk might 
need more than autopilot to navigate our market. 
First build the road, then dream of the drive.

K Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru 

Blame game
Ref: Govt blames RCB, organisers (Jul 18). While the 

Royal Challengers won IPL 2025, they couldn’t win 
ove r  eve r yo n e  a f te r wa rd s . Th e  ‘ I n d i a n  Po li t i ca l 
League’ shifted the blame for the stampede on to 
the state cricket administrators and the event man-
agement company, and disowned responsibilities 
for their own failure to secure lives on that day. By 
passing the blame, the government has made an-
other display of bureaucratic escapism.

A P Thiruvadi, Chennai

Manuscript access
Ref: Culture ministry mulls app to make ancient 
manuscripts available online  (Jul 19). A move to 
make digitised versions of  ancient manuscripts 
available on Android and iOS platforms would be 
absolutely welcome. Access to such treasure troves 
should spur more research, especially for scholars 
who have to depend on secondary texts today. It
will help the study of linguistics, too.

Krishnaprasad S, Palakkad

Bigger conflagration
Ref: Judge files petition in SC challenging inquiry 

panel report in cash-stash row (Jul 19). Notwith-
standing Justice Yashwant Varma moving the Su-
preme Court, the case has propelled India into un-
charted constitutional waters. It has transcended 
the alleged misconduct of one judge to become a 
moment of reckoning for the entire judicial system. 
The fire that broke out at his house has ignited a 
much larger blaze, and its embers continue to burn 
at the heart of the system.

R Sivakumar, Chennai

Cleanse judiciary
Ref: Justice Varma impeachment motion to be fast-
tracked (Jul 19). This case has indeed portrayed 
judges in a dubious image, because the massive 
amount of cash shown begs questions of possible 
bias in the judge’s orders. As seems to be the mood 
of the powers that be, there should not be any at-
tempt from politicians or other high offices like the 
Supreme Court to protect Varma. Corrupt judges can 
sabotage the entire judiciary and erode the public’s 
trust in this essential institution. 

Iqbal Vavad, Kozhikode

CBS’s billionaire owners pay Trump $16 million to 
settle a bogus lawsuit while trying to sell the 
network to Skydance. Stephen Colbert, an 
extraordinary talent and the most popular late night 
host, slams the deal. Days later, he’s fired. 
Do I think this is a coincidence? NO.
Bernie Sanders, US senator, after CBS announced closure of the Late Night 
talk show after 32 years, 10 of them hosted by Colbert

Mothers are telling me how they’re trying to have kids not play, 
so that they don’t draw more energy.

Carl Skau, deputy director at World Food Programme, on Gaza food crisis 

It’s a very worrying situation, because there are so many people involved 
in the ISL. So many players, livelihoods.
Prithiijit Das, president of Inter Kashi Football Club, on Indian Super League’s 
uncertain future after his club was belatedly declared winners of I-League

I
T’S that time of  the year. On Monday, India’s parliament will 
meet for the monsoon session. Theory says parliament is 
where the elected discuss, debate and legislate on issues. In 
reality, the elected simply represent the party instead of  elec-
tors—in the 17th Lok Sabha, 11 of  15 sessions were adjourned 

early. We will know in the coming weeks whether the issues 
that matter are raised, or the session turns into an amphithea-
tre for partisan political rhetoric.

Hopefully, the MPs will not only raise the questions, but also 
question the answers! Here are a few issues that deserve at-
tention and answers.

Operation Sindoor: The issue of  national security and terror-
ism is expected to hold centre stage. The monsoon session is the 
first since the terror attack in Pahalgam in April. The government 
is expected to provide answers on intelligence failure, security 
lapse, if  the terrorists were apprehended and, of  course, the four 
day face-off. There is much attention on the ceasefire and whether 
it was imposed, as claimed repeatedly, by US President Donald J 
Trump, despite denials by India. The timing of  the ceasefire is 
important but beyond when, how and who brokered it, there is the 
question of  why the US pivoted to intervene. Was it the BrahMos 
hit on Nur Khan airbase? Is the Pakistani nuclear site and sys-
tems at Nur Khan airbase under US control, as claimed by Paki-
stan experts and, if  so, what does this mean for India’s security?

Air India 171 crash: The crash of  the Air India flight from 
Ahmedabad to London that claimed 
260 lives is the worst in recent avia-
tion history. The how and why of  the 
crash is critical both for Air India and 
beleaguered Boeing. The Air Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau of  India, 
which investigated the cause, re-
leased a preliminary report that 
seemed to park the blame on the pi-
lots by excerpting a cockpit conversa-
tion. Why not release the whole con-
versation, as was done in the case of  
Captain ‘Sully’ Sullenberger’s US 
Airways flight 1549 report? Is it nor-
mal to release a preliminary report 
with an inference about fault—partic-

ularly when tradition requires explicit avoidance of  blame—and 
then issue clarifications? Was the report leaked to US media, and 
by who? What explains the Directorate General of  Civil Aviation’s 
directive to airlines to check fuel switches? Over 350 million Indi-
ans fly every year and they deserve clarity and accountability.

Inflation optics: Earlier this week, the ministry of  statistics 
released the retail inflation rate for June—2.1 percent—stating 
in bold letters, “It is the lowest year-on-year inflation after Jan-
uary, 2019.” Beyond the devilish details, it begs the question 
why it doesn’t feel so! Indeed, the RBI’s Households’ Inflation 
Expectations Survey reveals that 80 percent of  respondents 
believe inflation will go up and, over 54 percent think it will go 
up faster. The fact is the cost of  services is rising and the slide 
in the Consumer Price Index is largely due to lower prices of  
vegetables and pulses; at the same time, prices of  oils are up 
17.7 percent, fruits up 12.5 percent and personal care products 
up 14.7 percent. Yes, the headline number is low, but as the Brits 
say, let’s not praise the day before the evening. Ergo, MPs must 
ask specifically what the government did to bring down infla-
tion and what they plan to do to keep it lower unless, of  course, 
this was all a serendipity of  statistics.

Budget 2025 promises: In February, the government an-
nounced an Udhyam credit card—suggested by this column—to 
ease credit flow to micro enterprises. The Budget speech said, 
“We will introduce customised credit cards with `5 lakh limit 
for micro enterprises registered on Udyam portal,” and that 10 
lakh cards would be issued in the first year. Three are over 27 
million micro enterprises registered on Udhyam. Micro, small 
and medium enterprises account for 30 percent of  GDP, 45 per-
cent of  manufacturing, and 48 percent of  exports. Can MPs ask 
how many cards have been issued between April and June?

While MSMEs struggle, state-owned MTNL is racking up 
defaults—the latest number is ̀ 8,585 crore owed to seven state-
owned banks. Between them, MTNL and BSNL have accumu-
lated losses of  over `72,000 crore. Budget 2025 set a target of  
`47,000 crore for disinvestment. What is the progress?

Bridges and potholes: Rarely ever has a nation been so 
aghast and yet riveted by the state of  its bridges and highways. 
Earlier this month, a bridge collapse in Vadodara killed 21 per-
sons. Newly-constructed national highways are washed out and 
city roads and expressways are pock-marked with potholes. 
Almost every city sets aside hundreds of  crores of  rupees to fill 
potholes every year. The magnitude of  the problem has spurred 
a blitzkrieg of  posts and citizen activism. A crowd-sourced 
tracker called IndianPotholes.com allows users to upload geo-
tagged pictures of  potholes in real time. To start, MPs must ask 
for a status report on bridge collapses—what happened to the 
ministry’s 2016 promise to assess the condition of  bridges and 
assign expiry dates? India needs a white paper on how much 
money is spent on potholes across the country and a technical 
committee to identify the causes of  poor road construction. The 
magnitude of  structural flaws haunting bridges, airports and 
roads is a national embarrassment.

The old maxim of  development simply states what is meas-
ured can be improved. The aspiration for developed nation sta-
tus requires India to first address the chinks in the architecture 
of  governance and delivery of  basic services.

MONSOON SESSION: 
ANSWERS MPs MUST 

SEEK IN PARLIAMENT

F
 RESH scrutiny is falling on con-
victed sex offender Jeffrey Ep-
stein as new court filings and 
investigative reports revive dis-
turbing speculation about his 
web of  trafficking, surveillance 
and elite privilege. While Donald 

Trump has not been charged in connec-
tion with Epstein’s crimes, but like Bill 
Clinton’s, his name keeps coming up in 
connection with the disgraced financier. 
The scandal is once again casting a 
shadow over some of  the most powerful 
institutions in the Western world.

It’s a scandal that refuses to die—not 
just because of  its lurid particulars, but 
because the story continues to implicate 
major institutions and individuals. 
From Buckingham Palace to Langley, 
from Palm Beach to Tel Aviv, the saga is 
not simply one of  criminal depravity. It’s 
a study in the machinery of  secrecy, in-
fluence and impunity.

Epstein, a convicted sex offender and 

financier of  unclear means, was not just 
a man with expensive tastes and danger-
ous appetites. He was also a man with ex-
traordinary access. His contacts included 
billionaires, royals, presidents and spies. 
He hosted figures ranging from Bill Clin-
ton to Donald Trump, from Ehud Barak 
to Prince Andrew. His Upper East Side 
mansion in New York was rigged with 
hidden cameras, coded entryways, and 
surrealist art. The question that lingers: 
who was watching whom?

Central to the saga is Ghislaine Max-
well, British socialite and daughter of  
media tycoon Robert Maxwell—himself  
rumoured to have had dealings with both 
Mossad and MI6. Her role in grooming 
and trafficking underage girls has now 
been confirmed by a US court. Yet, it is 
her connections that raise questions. Was 
Ghislaine merely Epstein’s enabler? Or 
was she, like her father, acting on behalf  
of  interests larger than herself ?

Robert Maxwell’s mysterious death at 
sea in 1991—with his body found floating 
near the Canary Islands—and later rev-
elations of  his cooperation with Israeli 
intelligence are part of  the legacy Ghis-
laine inherited. That she embedded her-
self  so deeply into the Anglo-American 
elite without scrutiny for so long speaks 
not only to privilege, but to protection.

Prince Andrew’s entanglement is no 
longer a matter of  speculation. His now-
settled civil case with Virginia Giuffre, 
who accused him of  abusing her as a mi-
nor, came with a multi-million-dollar 
payout and a permanently-damaged rep-

utation. The photograph of  him with 
Giuffre, Maxwell in the background, re-
mains iconic—not just for what it shows, 
but for how it was denied.

Numerous observers, including former 
intelligence professionals, have long 
speculated that Epstein was a facilita-
tor—creating honeypots, filming the 
powerful, and quietly handing over the 
results to interested parties. Former Is-
raeli officer Ari Ben-Menashe and Amer-
ican whistleblowers have suggested Ep-
stein’s operation bore the hallmarks of  

classic compromat used for control. Why 
else would such a man be funded, pro-
tected, and even after conviction be wel-
comed by the world’s most influential? 

Epstein’s death in a high-security 
New York prison in 2019, officially ruled 
a suicide, though surveillance footage 
vanished and the guards reportedly 
slept through it, only deepened suspi-
cions. It was the perfect ending for a 
man who knew too much.

At first glance, Trump appears as just 
another name in Epstein’s contact list 
who famously called Epstein “a terrific 
guy” in 2002. But since Epstein’s death, 
many within Trump’s base have seized 
on the scandal as proof  of  a global elite 
network rotten to its core—a real-world 
echo of  what the QAnon, the far-right 
conspiracy movement, claims about a se-
cret cabal of  child-abusing elites that 
Trump was chosen to expose.

Steve Bannon, Trump’s on-again, off-
again ideologue, reportedly had access 
to hours of  private interviews with 
Ghislaine—some filmed while she was 
in hiding in New Hampshire. Was it for 
a documentary, a counter-narrative, or 
something more coercive? The answers 
remain buried for now.

Despite trials and exposés, much of  
the Epstein archive remains sealed. 
Flight logs are redacted. Visitor logs dis-
appeared. Surveillance tapes from his 
homes have never surfaced. His private 
Caribbean island, with its odd blue-and-
white temple and underground rooms, 
remains a monument to unanswered 
questions. If  Epstein was indeed an as-
set of  intelligence services, we may nev-
er know the full truth.

But what is already known is damning 
enough. A global trafficking operation ca-
tered to the powerful, protected by the sys-
tem, and buried before too many ques-
tions could be asked. The Epstein story is 
no longer about one man. It is about the 
infrastructure of  impunity—secretive, 
elite and shameless.  (Views are personal)

The Epstein saga refuses to die not 
just for its lurid details, but because 
it shows how secrecy and infl uence 

can shield the rich and powerful with 
impunity. Recent sparks in the US has 

lit the fi re of global interest again

RETURN OF THE MAN WHO KNEW TOO MUCH
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I
N a nation where the crunch of  
a samosa and the syrupy swirl 
of  a jalebi are as much a part of  
life as monsoon rains and crick-
et fever, the Union health minis-
try lobbed a culinary grenade 
into the heart of  India’s street 

food culture. A directive, cloaked in the 
guise of  health consciousness, has 
sparked a firestorm of  outrage, memes 
and defiance, threatening to tarnish the 
golden glow of  our beloved snacks.

Last month, Union Health Secretary 
Punya Salila Srivastava unleashed a culi-
nary calamity through his letter to all 
ministries and departments urging them 
to put up “oil and sugar boards” in public 
spaces like cafeterias and lobbies, spot-
lighting the hidden fats and sugars in 
snacks like samosas, jalebis, vada pav, ka-
choris, and even pizzas and burgers. Later 
on, the ministry denied that the directive 
was meant to target any specific products. 
However, the damage was done.

What were the compulsions for the 
government to get into the controversy? 
The justification given was combating 
India’s rising tide of  obesity and non-
communicable diseases—with The Lan-
cet forecasting a grim 44.9 crore over-
weight Indians by 2050. But this 
vaguely-worded edict, dripping with 
Western wellness dogma, has misfired 
spectacularly and ignited a debate that 
has pitted bureaucratic overreach 
against cultural pride.

Samosas and jalebis aren’t just food; 
they’re the heartbeat of  Indian celebra-
tions, from Diwali feasts to wedding 
banquets, and no government memo 
should dare meddle with that sacred 
bond. The health ministry’s directive, 
ostensibly a ‘behavioural nudge’, reeks 
of  a deeper agenda, one that seems to 

begrudge the global rise of  Indian cui-
sine. Why else single out samosas and 
jalebis, when the real culprits like ultra-
processed chips, colas and cookies lurk 
in every supermarket aisle?

The advisory also lists other Indian 
dishes drowning in oil and sugar: pako-
ras, gulab jamuns, and banana chips, all 
flagged as dietary villains alongside 
their Western counterparts. But Indian 
food isn’t just about calories. Take dal 
bati churma, a Rajasthani marvel of  len-
tils, baked dough, and sweet crumbled 
wheat, or Bengali delicacies like luchi 
and aloor dum, rasgulla and sandesh, or 
the opulent Mughlai biryanis and kor-
mas. These aren’t mere meals. They are 
cultural heirlooms woven into festivals,
family gatherings, and the very fabric of  
India’s  identity. 
Each dish carries an 
in-built health cor-
rective system—
spices like turmeric 
and cumin aid diges-
tion, while the com-
munity-led act of  
sharing food fosters 
mental well-being. 
To slap a warning 
on these is to spit in 
the face of  centu-
ries-old wisdom and 
erase India’s rich 
food heritage. 

The world has 
seen governments 
meddle with food 
habits before with the same sanctimoni-
ous zeal. In Mexico, warning labels on 
high-sugar, high-fat foods like sodas and 
chips have been mandatory since 2020, 
aiming to curb obesity rates that rival 
India’s. The UK has toyed with taxing 
sugary drinks, while Singapore’s Health 
Promotion Board nudges citizens away 
from high-calorie hawker dishes like 
Char kway teow, a stir-fried noodle dish 
swimming in oil. These global prece-
dents share a common thread. All of  
them target processed junk like sodas, 
fries, doughnuts. These are beautifully 
packaged foods engineered for addiction 
by corporate giants.

In India, though, the health ministry’s 
focus on street food feels like a betray-
al—as if  samosas, lovingly hand-folded
by a roadside vendor, are as sinister as

a Big Mac. Western snacks like burgers 
(1,377 kcal for a 471-g pizza, per the Food 
Safety and Standards Authority), French 
fries (342 kcal for 117 g), and chocolate 
pastries (loaded with 32g sugar per gu-
lab jamun-sized serving) are no health 
saints. Yet, they have escaped the cul-
tural crosshairs. Why? Perhaps because 
Indian dishes like curry, dosa, idli, par-
atha and biryani have conquered global 
palates from London’s curry houses to 
New York’s dosa carts, and someone, 
somewhere isn’t thrilled about it.

Social media has erupted in a glori-
ous rebellion, with X posts capturing 
the public’s scorn and wit. “Samosas & 
jalebis get cigarette-style health alerts 
in India,” screamed one user, mocking 
the absurdity of  equating a samosa to 

tobacco. Another 
post marvelled at 
the irony: “Samosa 
and jalebi were get-
ting popular in 
Western [sic],” only 
to be slapped with 
warnings at home. 
Yet another said: 
“You don’t eat jaleb-
is and samosas for 
health. You indulge 
for delight.”

The backlash grew 
so fierce that the 
ministry issued a 
clarification on July 
15,  insisting no 
warning labels were 

planned for samosas or jalebis, just “ed-
ucational boards” to promote modera-
tion. Too late; the damage was done. This 
isn’t just about food; it’s about identity. 
Samosas and jalebis aren’t mere snacks. 
They’re the crackle of  Diwali evenings, 
the sweetness of  Eid celebrations, the 
warmth of  a rainy day’s chai break. To 
target them is to target India’s soul.

The government’s directive, piloted 
from AIIMS Nagpur, smacks of  a West-
ern narrative that fetishises kale and 
quinoa while sneering at the spiced, 
fried glory of  Indian cuisine. A credible 
food expert nailed it on Instagram: “Ul-
tra-processed food products are the real 
problem… Samosa and jalebi ne aapka 
kya bigada hai?” She’s right. Colas, 
chips and cookies, churned out by mul-
tinational corporations, deserve clearer 

warning labels, not the street vendor’s
labour. The ministry’s failure to distin-
guish between cultural treasures and 
corporate junk exposes a troubling dis-
connect, as if  foreign educated policy-
makers in Delhi’s ivory towers can’t 
fathom the lives of  ordinary Indians. 

The initiative’s timing is particularly 
galling when one considers India’s health 
strides. The average life expectancy has 
climbed to over 76 years in 2024, up from 
63.7 in 2000, according to reports. Com-
pare that to other developing nations like 
Nigeria (54.7 years), or even developed 
ones like the US (77.5 years), where the 
number is stagnating due to obesity and 
opioid crises. India’s progress owes less 
to government meddling and more to its 
people’s intuitive balance. Indians are 
now making yoga and other exercises 
part of  their wellness regime and mostly 
sticking to home-cooked meals. The Fit 
India and Healthy India campaigns are 
fine slogans, but they ring hollow when 
paired with misinformation that vilifies 
cultural staples.

Spreading fear about samosas hasn’t 
just misfired. It has eroded trust, stoked 
division, and handed ammunition to 
political adversaries like West Bengal 
Chief  Minister Mamata Banerjee, who 
gleefully rejected the advisory as “un-
necessary interference”. She wrote on 
X: “Some media have reported that ap-
parently samosas/ jalebis cannot be 
consumed from now on, based on in-
structions from the health ministry. 
This is not a notification from the 
government of  West Bengal. We are 
not interfering in every matter. We 
shall not implement this.”

It’s evident that it was a bad initia-
tive, plain and simple. The government 
has no business dictating what Indians 
eat, especially when its directive reeks 
of  cultural ignorance and Western 
bias. Indians know when to savour a 
jalebi or share a samosa. The minis-
try’s clumsy attempt at health reform 
has done more harm than good, sowing 
confusion and alienating the very peo-
ple it claims to protect. It’s time to ditch 
the warning boards and focus on the 
real threats: regulate ultra-processed 
foods, educate without preaching, and 
let Indians eat their traditional foods in 
peace. Anything less is a betrayal of the 
nation’s palate, plate and pride.
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SAMOSA & JALEBI FACE BABUS’ BETRAYAL 
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You say that you are in favour of life, well then 
you should be in favour of gender equality. And 
equality is only promoted through conscious 
education and discussion with our children
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Don’t Throw Chappals,
Direct Your Outrage

Week in 2000, offered their ver-
sion of  a global look rooted in In-
dian techniques and philoso-
phies. 

But Indian designers are still
nowhere on the world ramp.
Western brands continue to
hand our own craft and textiles
back to us, much like machine-
made textiles from Manchester
made from raw cotton from In-
dia being sold back to India

The free market is rigged in fa-
vour of  the West. So, even on the
fashion runway, the ground re-
mains woefully unequal. A
Western label sends down trou-
sers and kameez tunics. An Indi-
an designer does the same. Ef-
fectively, it looks equal. Except it
isn’t. Everyone buys both from
the first. Purchases are made
from the second only selectively.

The Western designer is seen
as ‘referencing’ global culture.
The Indian is still trapped in the
‘ethnic’ box. This isn’t just
about perception. It’s about in-
frastructure, capital, power.

Outrage leads back to only one
answer: a return to self-defini-
tion. Not just about reclaiming
of  technique, but of  narrative.

Online fashion and culture
magazine The Cut asked about
this new burst of  ‘India-in-
spired’ luxury: What’s the line
between appreciation and ap-
propriation? The answer: assi-
milation. And assimilation re-
quires intent. The West could
learn that from India, where ev-
ery fabric and technique has
been integrated, both socially
and economically.

Muslim artisans weave Bana-
rasi saris for Hindu brides. Chi-
kankari, once Persian, is
stitched in Muslim lanes and
worn in Hindu weddings. Aj-
rakh began in Sindh and now
prints in modern Delhi. Phulka-
ri, Ikat, sari, and salwar kameez
are fully assimilated – both in
form and technique – into econ-
omy and culture.

Indians can protest all they
want. But the protest lacks
teeth. IPR laws are complicated
and strengthening them for
South Asia is a slow and long
process. You can’t police inspi-
ration, because that’s hypocrit-
ical, especially when IPR works
‘both ways’.

So, what’s the way out for us?
Economic nationalism. Call it
Swadeshi 2.0. You don’t want
them to have mukaish – that em-
broidery technique which in-
volves embellishing fabrics
with thin, flattened metallic
strips, typically gold or silver?
You can’t stop that while you’re
wearing their metallic dresses.

But here’s what you can do:
stop buying ‘their’ tweeds and
trench coats. Buy mukaish, kha-
di, Kolhapuris. Buy tweed and
denim made in India. Not just
designed by Indians, but manu-
factured in India.

It will take collective disci-
pline. But it’s not that difficult.
In a world where everything is
now everywhere, it requires on-
ly a slight change in gaze. Just as
you read the price tag before
making a buy, read the ‘make’
before you take it home. It’s the
only way to deliver the logic of
the global market back to itself.
That would be directed outrage.

KANIKA
GAHLAUT

To take on Western misappropriation, use the ‘free’ market to your advantage

BHAI-SAAB, CAN YOU
SHOW US SOMETHING
WITH A PRADA FEEL?

Mirror-work tunic at Tory
Burch. Kolhapuri-inspired san-
dals at Prada. Mukaish at Dior.
As the West keeps offering us a
lesson in our own luxury and
high-end couture, Indians
seemed to have had enough after
Prada had Kolhapuris – it pre-
ferred calling them ‘toe-ring
sandals’ – trotted out in their
Spring-Summer 2026 collection
in Milan last month. No credit
or acknowledgement was given
by the fashion house to their ‘in-
spiration’.

A PIL argued that Prada being
‘inspired’ amounted to cultural
misappropriation, and violated
the rights of  artisan communi-
ties historically associated with
the footwear. But on Wednesday,
Bombay High Court rejected the
charge, citing it lacked legal ba-
sis. Instead, a Prada team land-
ed up last week in Kolhapur’s fa-
mous Chappal Galli, interact-
ing with makers and shopkeep-
ers, exploring options of
‘tie-ups’ with local artisans of
the GI-tagged sandals. ‘Ethics,’
of  course, have no legal basis.

What the outrage against this
‘misappropriation’ and others is,
is a symptom of  a wound: that the
West never really stopped looting
us. Once by territorial domina-
tion. Now, through the seduction
of  the free (sic) market. It’s just
another point in a long cycle of
taking what is not yours and
passing it off  as yours.

‘India-inspired’ trended some
20 years ago. Prada centred its
campaign on the peacock feath-
er. Armani sent down silk jodh-
puris. Donna Karan used dirndl
skirts with Indian appliqué. 

At the time, we still held fresh
hopes of  a genuine global ex-
change. Indian designers, with
the launch of  India Fashion

SOFT LAUNCH

The Western 
designer is seen
as ‘referencing’
global culture

Reimaginings and revisionisms need
not be seen only along DEI or PC lines

The Anti-Woke
Can Be as Woke
As the Woke
I consider myself  to be slept, not woke. Each time I
learn about some school in Britain pulling some
book out of  their library on account of  it being ‘re-
gressive’ – or, not ‘progressive enough’ – I chuckle and
eyeroll at the same time like a gay John Wayne, think-
ing of  the books they pull out of  American school li-
braries for being ‘progressive’ – or, ‘too progressive,’
as my grandma would like to call people who ‘live in
sin’ (unmarried cohabiting couples).

But let’s just say there are sins far graver than exces-
sive or performative activism – that is, being woke.
Sure, finding ‘narcissistic behaviour’ or ‘cultural ap-
propriation’ lurking under every lamp post can make
a chic virtue out of  virtue-signalling. But what was
considered woke yesterday (without the word being
invented then) – whether it be demanding a ‘benign’
colonial power to bugger off, or being against ‘disci-
plinary’ corporal punishment, or finding ‘tough
love’ domestic violence to be abhorrent – can become
SOP good sense today.

But being anti-woke has also emerged as a new form
of  intelligence-signalling. There are people who can
now make a living (read: dinner party conversations
and columns) by woke-hunting. This is especially
evident whenever traditional depictions in pop cul-
ture are stitched to PC culture. Like, say, Disney’s de-
piction of  a Black actress as The Little Mermaid in
the eponymous 2023 film. ‘This is the limit!’ scream
the anti-wokemeisters.

Irecently watched Armando Iannucci’s The Person-
al History of  David Copperfield, a cinematic adapta-
tion of  Charles Dickens’ 1850 novel. True, meeting the
Victorian hero-narrator and finding him being
played by Dev Patel was unexpected, especially for us
honed on our Occidentalism via Dickens, Enid Bly-
ton, James Bond, Jeeves, and Britannia biscuit diet.

But after the initial ‘What the Dickens!’ surprise of  a
Brown Copperfield – and other non-White-as-the-cliffs-
of-Dover actors – the film proceeds
wonderfully with its modernist
wit, charm, and freshness. No
shred of  DEI-ness creeps in to
provide any diversity message
on the sly beyond the obviously
visual. In fact, very subtly, it brings
a new layer of  depicting how univer-
sal Dickens’ Victorian characters are
to this day, in any society.

When I saw Peter Brook’s cin-
ematic version of  his and
Jean-Claude Carrière’s 1985
stage play, Mahabharata, in
Kolkata in 1989, the terms
‘DEI’ and ‘woke’ would have
sounded Jesuit Latin and
wrong English, respective-
ly. Almost all the charac-
ters were played by (non-
Hindu) non-Indians, with
only Malika Sarabhai as
Draupadi. Senegalese-French actor Mamadou Diou-
mé’s performance as Bhima left me with goosebumps all
over my nominally Hindu, Bengali brown skin.

Brook’s superb treatment, part-Shakespeare, part-
Kurosawa, was far-removed from the opulent kit-
schof  BR Chopra’s immensely more popular 1988-
1990 TV series on Doordarshan. It gave out no smoke
of  woke. Instead, it was ‘just’ a powerful reinterpreta-
tion, the ‘visual’ deviation from standard ethnic de-
piction adding to its universal power.

A new stage production of  Ramayana has been
making waves in Karachi this month. Directed by Yo-
geshwar Karera and produced by Rana Kazmi of
Mauj Theatre Group, it’s incidental that barring the
director and two actors who are (Pakistani) Hindu,
all other members of  the production team are (Pakis-
tani) Muslim. What holds the Karachi Ramayana’s
appeal is its interpretation not of  a religious epic
done with a secular mission, but of  a human classic
staged for thoughtful entertainment.

A particular kind of  anti-woke brigade rails out
against any form of  deviation from the original ‘pu-
rity’ of  Western-White-gendered tropes – ‘Black
James Bond!’ ‘Woman Hamlet!’ ‘Chinese woman Dr
Watson!’ Which is as dogmatic as shouting one’s
head off  about Alauddin Khilji being depicted as a
‘depraved Muslim’ in a Bollywood movie. And as silly
as removing golliwogs from Enid Blyton’s Noddy
books, or changing language deemed offensive from
Roald Dahl’s children’s books.

While the public may never take to a Chinese Super-
man – after all, immigrants from Planet Krypton
haveto be White as created by Jerry Siegel (Praise Be
Upon Him) – a wok Clark Kent needn’t be woke. In the
head of  a clever writer-director, it could be what
Shakespeare in his play, Vishal Bhardwaj in Maq-
bool, and, more recently, Anirban Bhattacharya in
Mandaar, superbly did to Holinshed’s Macbeth.

indrajit.hazra@timesofindia.com

NOT YOUR IDEA OF DA-
VID COPPERFIELD, EH?

RED HERRING

it wasn’t authentic, and return.
By the summer of  2025, the game has

changed. It is a social media London game.
Well-heeled urban Indians show up on In-
stagram drinking aperitifs by canals, la-
dies wearing ridiculous hats, 50+ men in
red trousers having boozy brunches in out-
door garden pubs, looking like unemploy-
ed magicians, writing #ChillingLondon-
summer.

Now, I’ll admit this is written partly from
petty jealousy, given I’ve spent the same
summer, in the same city, often in under-
ground basements, doing stand-up comedy
to semi-conscious people, far away from
where the glitterati pose with the Indian Mi-
chelin chef  who is the flavour of  the season
– this year, Surinder Mohan of  Jamavar.

Next to the photo with the chef, there’s a
customary pani poori fusion dish on a
bed of  some award-winning tamarind
sauce that looks like cough syrup. #Mi-
chelinPoori

On the less posh end, there are young peo-
ple singing Bollywood songs on Oxford
Street and at Piccadilly Circus, with Indian
street performers, and backpackers in

Southall, complaining they are
seeing only Indian shops and
food stalls, under the umbrella
theme of  Indians having taken
over London in the summer.
That’s not entirely true.

Although it might be true that
middle-class English people flee-
ing London in July for the coun-
try or Europe, three postcodes

selling jalebi, and one man in a
beard belting out Arijit Singh
covers at the corner of  Totten-
ham Court Road don’t exactly
make for a modern-day sociocul-
tural mutiny of  sipahis.

I must also mention reelmakers
who replicate famous Bollywood
scenes at London landmarks –
like an SRK signature move un-
der a statue of  Nelson. Some-
thing that would drive any post-

colonial professor to seek mental help.
Then there are Bollywood celebrities, bil-

lionaires in hiding, and the swish set, who
naturally don’t want to (but secretly want
to) be photographed by their fans, and can-
not be seen dining or walking the same
streets as small clusters of  Gurgaon
wealthy stalking them.

Sadly, there are only so many London
streets, thanks to Rani Victoria and Raja Ed-

ward, and given Bobby Deol is no Tom
Cruise (the latter being glided in and out by
secret service-level security), the former
sadly has to eat ice cream and pose for selfies
grumpily in the same place as his rich fans.

London, as Karl Marx said, is truly social-
ist. Billionaires in hiding, fortunately, have
their wealthy dens surrounded by green-
ery, where a Lalit Modi in a white suit can
serenade Vijay Mallya in a white suit,
drinking champagne while awaiting court
judgments – and their visiting Mumbai/

Delhi friends make sure to stay out of  the
Instagram post, lest it lead to raids when
they get back home.

This summer, however, rich Indians
found a new Cannes Film Festival, or Met
Gala. Perhaps, they discovered it them-
selves. Perhaps, their publicists found the
opportunity – an untapped paparazzi play-
ground: Wimbledon.

Just like at Cannes, where some films
happen that our photographed set make
sure not to watch, apparently there’s some
tennis that happens at Wimbledon – imma-
terial to their purpose – which is pristine
green surroundings to wear flowing dress-
es and write things like #Strawberriesand-
creamanyone?

This year, lots of  celebrities and film peo-
ple posted watching games wearing sun-
glasses that cost GDP of  Guam – from Jac-
queline Fernandez to Aravind Srinivas,
founder of  Perplexity. It could also be an AI
version of  Fernandez, created by Perplexi-
ty. But we’ll never know. Won’t be long be-
fore the Indian elite turn Wimbledon into a
Manikchand Zee Cine Awards sort of  envi-
ronment – with some tennis balls around.

Visiting rich Indians have ditched Madame Tussauds for Wimbledon, and very soon may turn it into a Manikchand Zee Cine Awards style spectacle—with some tennis balls for effect

London, it appears, is more than a place
to get your phone stolen and your watch
robbed at knifepoint. It’s a city of  1,000
years of  history, culture, museums, char-
ming green spaces, and Bollywood shoots.
And a new breed of  Indian traveller has de-
cided to put all this newfound information
on Instagram.

Earlier, the Indian elite would visit Mad-
ame Tussauds and photograph themselves
in front of  an odd-looking waxed version of
Amitabh Bachchan, shop on Oxford Street,
eat at a Bangladeshi curry house, complain

This Summer of ’25, London is Peak Instagram Theatre, Starring New-Age Desi Babalogs

At Wimbledon, it's less about tennis, more about
outfits and #Strawberriesandcreamanyone?

ANUVAB PAL

FUNNY BUSINESS

IT WAS 15-LOVE WHEN AVNEET 
SPOTTED VIRAT AT CENTRE COURT

NO OFFENCE Morparia

ding, is a broader church entirely.
Sure, it can be sweet, yes. But it can al-
so be savoury.

Consider the Yorkshire pudding,
that golden, puffed-up cloud, perfect
for soaking up the gravy of  a Sunday
roast. Or the steak and kidney pud-
ding – more pie than pudding, really,
but all the better for it.

A dessert might be something you
approach with a fork and knife, per-
haps a perfectly poised slice of  pear.
But pudding – pudding is always best
eaten with a spoon. There’s some-
thing deeply comforting about that,
don’t you think?

The great British puddings – spotted
dick, sticky toffee pudding with its
gloriously unctuous sauce, or the ev-
er-popular chocolate pudding – are of-
ten steamed, rustic, and redolent of
home and hearth. They call to mind
the pages of  Women and Home maga-
zines, full of  recipes and reminis-
cence.

Across the pond, pudding means
something else entirely – a wobbly,
creamy, custardy confection, often
moulded and always sweet. Dessert,
for our American cousins, is light, so-
phisticated, a little bit continental –
airy, mousse-like, and, perhaps, just a

touch coquettish, less Victorian.
But tread carefully. No matter how

Americanised you may feel whether
in Gurgaon, Guangzhou, or Grand
Rapids, do not, under any circum-
stances, stride into a poncy, upper-
class Nigella-meets-Rees-Mogg Brit
restaurant, a venerable boarding
school, or a private member’s club
full of  Rumpoles, and ask for dessert.
You’ll be met with a chill that not even
the iciest sorbet could rival.

In these self-hallowed halls, it’s pud-
ding, always pudding. According to
former royal chef  Darren McGrady –
chef  for Elizabeth, Philip, Diana, Wil-
liam, and Harry, from 1982 to 1997, ac-
tually – the Brit royals don’t do dess-
ert. They have pudding.

But let’s not be too doctrinaire, shall
we? Dessert is perfectly acceptable
the world over, even here in Britain.

And what of  Indian etiquette, with
its dazzling array of  mithai, barfi,
kheer, firni, and sandesh? Relief, as
ever, comes with modern manners.
Both words are now equally at home
on the menu, though dessert has be-
come the more common choice.

And really, in a country where ‘We
are like this only’ is a motto, and ‘Me-
ra mithai mahan’ could well be a re-
gional brand slogan, does it truly
matter what you call it? Like the Indi-
an thali or butter chicken, this glori-
ous category is surely destined for its
own place in the dictionary, nestled
somewhere between ‘nabob’ and
‘rizz’.

So, whether you call it dessert or
pudding, let’s agree on one thing: it’s
the sweetest way to end a meal. And
that’s all that really matters.

London: Just as you’re basking in
the afterglow of  your main course,
and before you surrender to the gen-
tle embrace of  a final tea, or seductive
froth of  a cappuccino, there arrives a
moment – delicate, delicious, and,
dare I say, inevitable. This is the
course that conjures up words like
sugar, honey, and, if  you’re feeling
particularly daring, saccharine. But
here’s the delicious dilemma: do we
call it dessert? Or is it, more properly,
pudding?

This is the sort of  predicament that
sneaks up on us when we’re trying –
perhaps, a little too hard – to be posh.
What would those deportment and
etiquette classes, so beloved of  our
grandmothers back home in India,
have to say about it, I wonder?

Some might say, with a dismissive
wave of  the hand, that dessert is
American, and pudding is British.
But that feels a little too neat, a little
too tidy for the glorious messiness of
real life.

Here’s the thing: a dessert is always
sweet. Think fruit, sorbet, or a feath-
er-light mousse. But pudding, oh pud-

The Argument Continues: Dessert or Pudding?

A dessert is always sweet. Think fruit, or sorbet. But
pudding, oh pudding, is a broader church entirely

Don’t ask for a ‘D’-lish sweet dish if you walk into a poncy British establishment – you’re bound to get a stareful of sweet nothings

WHEN A (YORKSHIRE) PUDDING IS NOT A DESSERT
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ET Sunday Crossword 0125

ACROSS
1 Short skirts go in government
 department (8)
5 Mike’s unwisely beginning to tempt 

fate (6)
9 Teenaged solver gets the flu maybe, 

losing energy (8)
10 Water nymph almost lures sailors in 

Lewis’s world (6)
12 Final trumpet blow needs no
 introduction (4)
13 These days Ms Dench and Ms 

Blanchett pick winners (10)
15 What magistrate has, adjudicating 

noise complaint? (5,8)

19 No minor routes confine radical 
people in wetlands (7,6)

23 Ladybird flies over heart of Deal 
getting basic diet (5,5)

25 Loafer in Head Office in Sussex
 perhaps? (4)
28 Attempt to hold 16 ounces in hat (6)
29 Film boss cried uncontrollably
 recalling rubbish (8)
30 Doctor reversed Conservative’s 

fungal problem (3,3)
31 Omit 25 mixing drink (8)

DOWN
1 Short-lived insect might take to the 

air (6)
2 Some of them are proper
 sisters owning nothing (5)
3 Note nothing in area of central 

London (4)
4 Full editor supports drinks 

bought in pub (7)
6 Someone from Baghdad put 

Republicans on TV quiz (5)
7 Mothers guard northeastern 

area tigers, typically (3-6)
8 Vary test, turning it into a
 parody (8)
11 Expert turned up in Uruguay (4)
14 In France the road back has no 

money (4)
15 Condition of slaves? It’s very 

bad round Illinois (9)
16 Sail starts in Jamaica in
 middle of Caribbean (3)
17 Seize Greek sailor (4)
18 It’s in Dundee, damaged but as 

originally written (8)
20 Where to park in stockbroker 

belt (4)
21 Natural style is protected by 

kingdom (7)
22 e.g. caviar government sent 

up for king (6)
24 Lout upended old boy
 carrying book (5)
26 Where does rabbit live? In 

shed at church (5)
27 Some provide money for
 public meeting (4)
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kenken HHH✩✩mini sudoku

Each number in our Codeword grid represents a different letter of the alphabet, 
For example, today 25 represents V, so fill in V every time the figure 25 appears, 
You have two letters in the control grid to start you off. Enter them in the 
appropriate squares in the main grid, then use your knowledge of words to work 
out which letters should go in the missing squares. As you get the letters, fill in 
other squares with the same number in the main grid and control grid. Check off 
the list of alphabetical letters as you identify them. Solution in tomorrow’s paper.

codeword

6 1
6

2
4 3

4 6
1 5

6 5 3 4 2 1
4 2 1 5 6 3
3 1 2 6 4 5
5 6 4 3 1 2
1 4 5 2 3 6
2 3 6 1 5 4

Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator
Rating: Tricky

Mon Aug 13 16:19:31 2012

Yesterday’s
Sudoku,
Sudoku X 
and Kakuro 
solutions

9 7

1 4 3

2 3

8 6 5 1

7 1 2 8

6 2 9

3 5 6

9 8

1 7

5 6 3 9 2 7 1 8 4

7 1 4 8 3 6 9 5 2

9 2 8 4 5 1 3 6 7

8 9 2 6 7 5 4 1 3

4 7 5 3 1 9 6 2 8

6 3 1 2 8 4 5 7 9

3 5 6 7 4 2 8 9 1

1 4 7 5 9 8 2 3 6

2 8 9 1 6 3 7 4 5
Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Elementary Mon Aug 13 15:10:09 2012

6 5 7

4

9 8

1 4 5 2

2 3 4 6

5 9

9 6 1 8 7

8 6 7 3

1 3 4

6 2 1 8 5 7 9 4 3

8 4 5 3 9 2 7 6 1

3 7 9 1 6 4 2 8 5

7 1 8 4 3 6 5 9 2

2 9 3 7 8 5 4 1 6

5 6 4 9 2 1 8 3 7

9 5 6 2 1 8 3 7 4

4 8 2 6 7 3 1 5 9

1 3 7 5 4 9 6 2 8
Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Elementary Mon Aug 13 15:10:23 2012

7 6 3

8 5 6 4

5

8 1

3 4

7 9 2 1

8 6 7

1 3 8

2 1 5

4 2 7 9 8 1 6 3 5

8 5 6 2 3 4 7 1 9

9 3 1 5 7 6 4 2 8

3 8 5 1 4 9 2 6 7

6 1 2 3 5 7 8 9 4

7 9 4 6 2 8 3 5 1

5 4 9 8 6 3 1 7 2

1 7 3 4 9 2 5 8 6

2 6 8 7 1 5 9 4 3
Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Tricky Mon Aug 13 15:10:50 2012

5 3 6 8 1

7

5 1 7

7

9 4 6 5

8 6 2 5

5 3

9 4 6 7

4 2 1

5 3 6 7 4 9 2 8 1

7 9 1 3 8 2 5 4 6

2 8 4 5 6 1 7 9 3

6 5 3 9 7 4 1 2 8

9 7 2 8 1 3 4 6 5

1 4 8 6 2 5 9 3 7

8 6 5 2 9 7 3 1 4

3 1 9 4 5 8 6 7 2

4 2 7 1 3 6 8 5 9
Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Moderate Mon Aug 13 15:10:36 2012

4 9 8 2

3 1

2 7 4

9 8 1

6 5 1 3

5 2 3

6 1 2

4 3 7

6 1 7 4 9 3 8 2 5

3 4 5 7 8 2 6 9 1

2 8 9 1 6 5 3 7 4

4 9 3 6 2 8 1 5 7

8 5 1 9 3 7 2 4 6

7 6 2 5 4 1 9 3 8

5 7 8 2 1 9 4 6 3

9 3 6 8 5 4 7 1 2

1 2 4 3 7 6 5 8 9
Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Tricky Mon Aug 13 15:11:05 2012

sudoku

world’s smallest,
hardest crossword

H✩✩✩✩ H✩✩✩✩

HHHH✩HHH✩✩ HHHHH

Complete the grid 
so that every row, 
each column and 
each 2 by 3 box 
contains every 
digit from 1 to 6. 
Solution tomorrow.
Yesterday’s Mini 
Sudoku solution

ACROSS
1. Young fox (3)
4. Drought resistant varieties 
of sorghum (4)
5. In a different way (4)
6. Careless (3)
DOWN
1. Papua New Guinea 
currency (4)
2. Holly genus (4)
3. Pull behind (3)
4. Pain, sickness (Fr) (3)

Yesterday’s solution ACROSS: 1 Glad. 5 Lido. 6 Odin. 7 Beta
DOWN. 1 Glob. 2 Lide. 3 Adit. 4 Dona

Fill in the blank 
squares of the grid 
using only the 
numbers 1 to 9, 
without repeating 
any number in any 
line of blank 
squares. The lines 
must be filled in 
with numbers 
which add up to the 
total in the shaded 
box at the top or 
beginning of each 
line. A number in 
the bottom half of a 
shaded box gives a 
downwards total: in 
the top half, it’s a 
horizontal total. 
Solution tomorrow.

kakuro
6 14

10 30

4 11 16

22

17 29

23 23

28 17

17

14 19 4

29 10

16 6

4

24

12

3

23

17

4

16

16

15

35

3

14

35

15

16

22

4

16

24

3

17

23

4

Need a little help getting started? Then call for up to four extra clue letters on: 
0901 322 5308. Calls cost 77p plus any network extras. Or text CODEWORD to 
65700 to receive your codeword clues. Texts cost £1 plus your standard 
network rate.

Phone & Text Services Helpline: A&N Mobile & TV – 08000 141 178

KenKen® is a registered trademark of Nextoy, LLC.  ©2012 KenKen Puzzle LLC. All rights reserved. Dist. by Universal Uclick for UFS  www.kenken.com

9-12-12

Each row and each column ●
must contain the numbers 1 
through 4 (easy) or 1 through 6 
(challenging) without repeating.

The numbers within the heavily ●
outlined boxes, called cages, 
must combine using the given 
operation (in any order) to 

produce the target numbers 
in the top-left corners. 

Freebies: Fill in single-box ●
cages with the number in 
the top-left corner.

KenKen® is a registered trademark of Nextoy, LLC.  ©2012 KenKen Puzzle LLC. All rights reserved. Dist. by Universal Uclick for UFS  www.kenken.com

9-12-12

Each row and each column ●
must contain the numbers 1 
through 4 (easy) or 1 through 6 
(challenging) without repeating.

The numbers within the heavily ●
outlined boxes, called cages, 
must combine using the given 
operation (in any order) to 

produce the target numbers 
in the top-left corners. 

Freebies: Fill in single-box ●
cages with the number in 
the top-left corner.

1 4
6 5

2 4
6
5 3 4

5

1 6 5 3 2 4
3 4 2 1 6 5
2 1 4 6 5 3
6 5 3 2 4 1
5 3 6 4 1 2
4 2 1 5 3 6

Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator
Rating: Difficult

Mon Aug 13 16:19:42 2012

Each row and column must contain the 
numbers 1 to 6 without repeats. The 
numbers in the ‘cages’ (heavily 
outlined boxes) must combine to 
produce the target number shown at 
the start of that cage, using, in any 
order, the mathematical sign given. 
Single box cages can be filled in with 
the number given. Solution tomorrow.
Yesterday’s KenKen solution

SOLUTION TO PRIZE CROSSWORD No 14,318:  ACROSS: 1 Scherzo. 5 Occupy. 9 
Extreme. 10 Trounce. 11 Ova. 12 Chain letter. 13 Drear. 14 Moonscape. 16 Cabriolet. 
17 Rhino. 19 Mother-in-law. 22 Nay. 23 Bolivar. 24 Cutlass. 26 Osmium. 27 Doorkey. 
DOWN: 1 Steroid. 2 Hot-water bottles. 3 Rye. 4 Omega. 5 Out and out. 6 Crone. 7 
Punctuation mark. 8 Degree. 12 Corgi. 14 Milligram. 15 Straw. 16 Come by. 18 
Odyssey. 20 Envoi. 21 Lucid. 25 Two.
DAILY MAIL New Cryptic Crosswords — pit your wits against 100 of the trickiest cryptic puzzles ever to 
appear in your favourite paper. This book provides the ideal way to warm up your grey matter for a 
day’s work, or wind down and relax during those rare spare moments. Available from The Daily Mail 
bookshop on 0845 155 0720 or www.mailbookshop.co.uk at £5.99 free postage and packing.

PRIZES of £20 will be awarded to the senders of the first three correct solutions checked. 
Solutions to: Daily Mail Prize Crossword No. 14,321,  PO BOX 3451, Norwich, NR7 7NR. Entries 
may be submitted by second-class post. Envelopes must be postmarked no later than 
tomorrow. Please make sure you enclose your name and address.

YOU have ten minutes to 
find as many words as 
possible using the 
letters in the wheel. 
Each word must use 
the hub letter and at 
least three others, 
and letters may be 
used only once. You 
cannot use plurals, 
foreign words or 
proper nouns, but verb 
forms ending in “s” are 
permitted. There is one 
nine-letter word in the wheel, 
for which today’s clue is: …but 
charged atom is excluded.

How you rate: 15 words, 
average; 20 words, good; 

25 words, very good; 
30 or more, excellent.

Yesterday’s words:- 
inset, intense, intent, 
intestine, nest, nets, 

nett, sent, sentient, 
sett, site, snit, stein, 

stet, stint, teen, tees, 
tenet, tennis, tense, tent, 

tents, test, ties, tine, tiniest, 
tinniest, tins, tint, tints, titi.

PE

NT
IX
OE

C

1 Minister’s possibly 
cheaper at end of 
December (8)

5 Exhausted 
American 
pressman’s more 
expensive (4,2)

9 All to get in order 
to pay here (4,4)

10 Spelt name 
backwards, partly 
as cover (6)

12 Peel’s free about 
noon (4)

13 Disease – PhD’s 
worked with it, I 
hear (10)

15 E.g. Cruise I’d 
missed somehow 
during trickery 
(6,7)

19 Rebuilt vet’s office 
etc. giving value 
for money (4-9)

23 He admires 
himself laying 
flowers on street 
(10)

25 Assistant’s first to 
finish plan (4)

28 Feature of 19 is 
part of typography 
phenomenon (6)

29 Top religious clan 
organised in 
northeast (8)

30 Calm when seated 
after refreshment 
(6)

31 Furtively look 
round with doctor 
for early bloomer 
(8)

1 Explosive device 
crudely taped over 
back of door (6)

2 She’s well enough to 
dispense with her 
coat (5)

3 Chinese leader’s 
time in prison (4)

4 Went crazy in Spain 
to do the twist (7)

6 Big hit or small 
potatoes (5)

7 Decide to put off 
excavation (9)

8 Got ready and 
trimmed in advance? 
(8)

11 Ignominy’s mostly 
fake (4)

14 English detectives 
raised risk (4)

15 Snail, for instance, 
chewed up good 
parts (9)

16 River delta, say (3)
17 Lose grip when last 

of children is moved 
to front (4)

18 A sort of staunch 
shrub growing 
round some capitals 
(8)

20 Fellow on American 
ship briefly creates 
hoo-ha (4)

21 Protect cousin 
worried about 
husband (7)

22 Applied cosmetic 
that’s 11 (4,2)

24 Container transport 
group’s unlikely to 
react (5)

26 Interior designer’s 
work record topped 
and smashed (5)

27 Recognise geek 
when he stands up 
(4)

AcroSS down
NO 14321

Answers on Page 46

word wheel

daily mail crossword

masterquizmindbender
Twenty farmers each have fifteen 

ewes that each have two lambs. If a 
half of a half of the lambs are male, 
how many female lambs are there?

What connects CHC, AKL and WLG?
Which Oscar-winning film director 

may have seen TWITS CANOODLE?
Which is the odd one out: flights, 

thrones, virtues, powers?
Crack the code to find three 

national patron saints: IVLZME, 
OMWZOM, LIDQL.

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

How long is an Olympic-size swimming 
pool?

Which UK university has a small theatre 
known as the Burton Taylor Studio?

Who became the first prime minister of 
India in August 1947?

Which Team GB Gold medallist was 
recently featured opposite Dennis the 
Menace in a Beano comic strip?

Which 1836 battle saw the capture of 
Mexican general Santa Anna and effectively 
marked the end of the Texas Revolution?

In the James Bond film Quantum of 
Solace, the villains meet for a conference 
during a performance of which Puccini 
opera?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Pitcherwits Tm Pit your wits against Pitcherwits – the exciting puzzle where some of the 
answers are in pictures! The solutions to the visual clues fit into the shaded 
spaces on the grid.  Solution tomorrow.

Yesterday’s solution -  ACROSS: 1 Father Time, 
5 Lie ahead, 9 Espy, 10 Demi, 11 Ester, 12 Ease, 
14 Norm, 15 Keep back, 18 Bubble-pack.  
DOWN: 1 Firebreak, 2 Holy See, 3 Tea, 4 Era, 6 
Exotica, 7 Ewe, 8 Dairy milk, 10 Drink up, 13 
Sue, 16 Ebb, 17 Bob.

DOWN
1 Picture clue 
2 Eggs sound like 

they’re 
finished (3)

3 Doers or not, 
little 
Desmond? (3)

4 Picture clue 
6 Picture clue 
7 That gin, made 

to a strange 
recipe when 
it’s dark (2,5)

8 Picture clue 
14 Outlaw starts 

being awful 
nuisance (3)

15 Has this 
Campbell hung 
up his spurs? 
(3)

ACROSS
1 Picture clue 
5 Picture clue 
9 Aunt may be a 

bit fishy! (4)
10 Small 

amphibian 
went haywire 
(4)

11 Existing 
outside Beijing 
(5)

12 Sense of café 
elegance (4)

13 Writer made 
out of club iron 
(4)

14 Picture clue 
16 Picture clue 

1a. Writer gaffe spotter 
(5,6)

5a. Attacks – with words 
(7)

14a. Puts upon (7) 16a. Amazingly – it’s how 
we’re made (11)

1d. It’s an opinion… 
(5,2,4)

4d. They let you pass 
(6,2,3)

6d. Naval colour? (3-4) 8d. Agincourt weapon 
(7)

5 6 7 8

10

13

14 15

1 2 3 4

9

11

12

16

Solution tomorrow

©The Daily Mail

SOLUTION TO No 0125:
ACROSS: 1 Ministry. 5 Kismet.
9 Youthful. 10 Narnia. 12 Last.
13 Adjudicate. 15 Sound judgment.
19 Norfolk Broads. 23 Daily bread.
25 Shoe. 28 Trilby. 29 Director.
30 Dry rot. 31 Smoothie.
DOWN: 1 Mayfly. 2 Nouns. 3 Soho.
4 Rounded. 6 Iraqi. 7 Man-eaters.
8 Travesty. 11 Guru. 14 Euro.
15 Servility. 16 Jib. 17 Grab.
18 Unedited. 20 Kerb. 21 Realism.
22 George. 24 Yobbo. 26 Hutch.
27 Demo.

LET’S TALK

ABOUT...

SWAN
UPPING

That sounds a bit rude, no?!
No, no! Swan upping is a 5-day an-
nual event on Britain’s Thames. It’s a
mix of  royal tradition and wildlife
conservation.

Ah. Very Prince Charles then – a bit of
nabobing, a bit of conserving.
You mean, King Charles. Well, swan
upping was once a way to count
swans for royal banquets. Today it’s a
census, checking on the health of  the
country’s mute swan population.

Poor things. They can’t speak?
Who? Oh, you mean mute swans?
They can ‘speak’. It’s just the name of
their species of  swan – Cygnus olor.

So, who takes part?
Led by the king’s Swan Marker – a
kind of  swan census general – teams
of  oarsmen known as ‘Swan Up-
pers’ row in full regalia. When a
swan family is spotted, they shout,
‘All up!’ – not rudely – and gently
gather the birds to examine and tag
them, checking for injuries or ill-
ness, with a vet on hand.

When did this all begin?
The tradition goes all the way back to
the 12th c. By the 15th c., two London
trade guilds – vintners (wine mer-
chants) and dyers – were granted
shared swan ownership. Their teams
still come together today, wearing
red, white, and blue uniforms to hon-
our the legacy.

Sounds like the American flag! Where
does the ritual take place?
The route starts at Sunbury, just out-
side London, to Abingdon, about 130
km upstream. For five days, a con-
fluence of  history, pageantry, and
conservation come together within
the Thames.

Counting the lot of them must be
tough!
Swan numbers have declined, main-
ly due to avian flu. Last year, only 86
young swans were found, a 45% drop.
But this year’s first day recorded 16
cygnets, offering hope for a rebound.

So, this has anything to do with Swan
Lake?
You mean Tchaikovsky’s ballet? No!
Text: Team Sunday ET
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