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SCIENCE

Scientists have found direct molecular evidence
that European colonisers brought smallpox to
South America after recovering the �rst ancient
smallpox genomes from the Americas, in the
remains of individuals in Chile. The strains
belonged to a now-extinct lineage that branched
from European strains around 1296. Analysing
the DNA revealed it adapted to human hosts until
the mid-16th century, then experienced few
changes for 200 years. Smallpox caused
Indigenous populations to collapse following
European contact.

Colonists brought smallpox 
to S. America, study �nds

Researchers have �gured out why plant-based
diets improve gut health. While animal proteins
are easily absorbed, many plant proteins reach
the colon. There, gut bacteria turn them into
bene�cial compounds like hippuric acid. Soluble
�bre protects the gut. When a diet lacks �bre,
bacteria often eat the body’s own protective
mucus, producing toxins. The researchers found
�bre prevents this process. So �bre and plant
proteins work together to help the microbiome
create a healthier internal environment.

Plant-based diet’s winning
hand is protein-�bre combo

Scientists have found small, previously unknown
hair-like structures on beagles’ tongues that help
saliva spread and evaporate rapidly to cool the
animal, and based on it created a material called
BioCCS. Its surface has microscopic grooves that
help liquid spread rapidly across the surface
while nanowires within the grooves weaken
bonds between water molecules, allowing them
to evaporate more easily. 

Dog’s tongue inspires new
cooling tech for electronics

SNAPSHOTS
�

Why don’t any fruits or
plant-based foods taste
naturally salty?
— Mahua Ray

The primary reason
plant-based foods are
rarely salty while animal
products have a more
savoury taste pro�le is that
animals have nervous
systems and blood and
plants don’t.
Animals generally need
lots of sodium to maintain
their extracellular �uids
like blood and lymph and
to �re neurons. And
because salt is vital but
historically rare in nature,
animals have evolved to
seek it out and animal
tissues naturally store it in
their �uids.
Most plants have no

nervous system or
circulatory system and use
potassium mainly to
regulate their internal
pressure (called turgor)
and growth. In fact, high
levels of sodium are
actually toxic to most land
plants, which is why
salting the earth kills
vegetation. There are a few
plant-based foods called
halophytes that naturally
taste salty. They include
sea beans, sea grapes, and
celery. They have evolved
to live in salt marshes.
Finally, fruits are sweet to
attract animals.A naturally
salty fruit would be
dehydrating to the animal
eating it.

Question Corner

Savoury secret

Readers may send their questions /
answers to science@thehindu.co.in

As �re�ghters in France
and Spain continue to tack-
le raging wild�res that
have forced thousands of
people to evacuate, com-
munities farther from the
frontlines are turning to
donkeys.

The Tivissa Donkey Fire-
�ghters and El Burrito Fe-
liz, two grassroots initia-
tives in Spain, are using
these equines to reduce
the risk of forest �res by
letting them merely be

themselves. Because when
they are, they feed on dry
grass and scrubland, thus
curtailing the amount of
�ammable vegetation, es-
pecially in high-risk areas.

While grazing does not
replace other traditional
wild�re prevention meth-
ods like the use of machin-
ery to create �rebreaks,
early detection, and ma-
nually clearing land, the
donkey solution has
emerged as a cheaper and
e�ective way to slow the
speed and reduce the in-

tensity of �res.
Joan Cedo Sans, the

founder of Tivissa Donkey
Fire�ghters, which rehabil-
itates and redesignates
donkeys as ‘�re�ghters’,
told The Hindu that the in-
itiative is a win-win for eve-
ryone involved: the ani-
mals, the people, and the
environment. He said he
preferred donkeys over
other grazing animals due
to their greater appetite
and better sturdiness.
Since donkeys weigh more
than, say, goats, he also

said they tread harder and
thus better break the con-
nected layer of dry foliage
that �res often require to
spread. The trails left by
donkeys also help �re�ght-
ing teams �nd paths as
they work to contain �res
during emergencies.

Founded in 2020 during
the COVID-19 pandemic
with just three abandoned
donkeys, Tivissa today
houses a herd of 62. “All
the animals came from
abandoned and di�cult
situations. When we res-

cue a donkey, we need two
or three months or maybe
four to rehabilitate them
psychologically and physi-
cally, or sometimes for a
period as long as 18
months.”

Such initiatives empha-
sise how important it is to
revive traditional methods
and co-exist with animals,
but they don’t come easy.
Mr. Sans said, “It’s so di�-
cult at this moment to have
or create more projects
like Tivissa Donkey be-
cause we have a lot of ad-

ministrative challenges. All
the animals have to be
identi�ed with a passport
and moving them requires
a lot of paperwork. It’s ea-
sier because we’ve been
doing this for more than
six years but if somebody
wants to start, it’s di�cult
because of the bureaucrat-
ic problems.”

While governments con-
tinue to ramp up e�orts to
contain the �res, Europe
can also count on a herd of
donkeys chomping away to
prevent the next one.

Europe pioneers ‘�re�ghter donkeys’ to prevent wild�res
Sambavi Parthasarathy

I
ndia does not lack
respected homes for
theoretical physics
research. When

asked why it needs anoth-
er, Jainendra K. Jain,
founding director of the
Lodha Theoretical Physics
Institute (LTPI), answered
by describing what the
place will not do. It will be
“smaller” than the Tata In-
stitute of Fundamental Re-
search (TIFR), have a rea-
sonably narrow scope, and
be funded entirely by priv-
ate money.

“These other institutes
are fantastic,” Prof. Jain
said of the TIFR, the ICTS,
the IISc, and Allahabad’s
Harish Chandra Research
Institute. “We can all be ve-
ry proud of them.” LTPI,
however, he said, is about
focus and freedom. Where
TIFR spreads across biolo-
gy, chemistry, and even cli-
mate science, LTPI will do
one thing — theoretical
physics — and maintain a
steady state of 10-12 full-
time faculty members,
some 40 postdoctoral re-
searchers, and a rotating
cast of visitors.

The larger di�erence,
he said in an interview
with The Hindu, is that
private capital lets the in-
stitute sidestep the appro-
vals that decelerate public
science in India. Making a
faculty-membership o�er
at a government-funded in-
stitute can take a year of
clearances. At LTPI, he
said, a couple of colleagues

who agree on a candidate
can simply extend one.

“There will be no caps
on travel or group size, no
teaching load, no commit-
tee paperwork” — frictions,
he said, can leave a profes-
sor barely “�ve minutes a
day” for research. He anti-
cipated this to be a “para-
dise for theoretical physi-
cists” modelled on the
Institute for Advanced Stu-
dy in the U.S. and Canada’s
Perimeter Institute, where
people “come, they think
about physics, they talk to
each other, and push each
other to make discoveries.”

One casualty of that de-
sign, however, is the docto-
ral programme. LTPI will
not award PhDs, at least in-
itially. “In an institute
which has only 10 or 12 fa-
culty members, giving a
PhD cannot really be done
at this stage, because all
the faculty members
would just be teaching all

the time,” said Prof. Jain.
Doctoral students may still
pass through as visitors
through collaborations, he
added, but the institute
will be built around faculty
members, postdocs, and
guests.

In June 2025, Prof. Jain
became the �rst scientist of
Indian origin to win the
Wolf Prize in physics,
shared with James Eisen-
stein and Mordehai Hei-
blum, for explaining how
electrons behave in two di-
mensions under strong
magnetic �elds. His contri-
bution was the composite
fermion — an electron
bound to quantum vortic-
es — that could account for
the fractional quantum
Hall e�ect and gave rise to
what are now called Jain
states.

Certain composite-fer-
mion states are predicted
to harbour exotic particles
that keep a record of how

they have been moved
around one another, which
can in principle form un-
usually robust qubits in a
quantum computer.

The �nancial muscle be-
hind the institute is Abh-
ishek Lodha, MD of the
Lodha Group. His family
pledged close to ₹20,000
crore to the Lodha Founda-
tion in 2024. The founda-
tion describes its giving as
a “philanthropy of excel-
lence”; it already runs the
Lodha Genius Programme
for gifted students and has
now seeded two research
institutes: the Lodha Math-
ematical Sciences Insti-
tute, launched in 2025, and
LTPI. Each is to receive
around $100 million over
8-10 years.

Measure of success
Private money for Indian
science is not new. Jamsetji
Tata pledged half his per-
sonal wealth to found IISc,

which opened in 1909; the
Tatas went on to establish
the Tata Institutes of Fun-
damental Research (i.e.,
TIFR) and Social Sciences
(TISS). The Birlas built
BITS Pilani. The Ashoka,
Azim Premji, and Krea Un-
iversities continue that
line.

The more important
question is endurance. C.V.
Raman built the Raman Re-
search Institute with his
own funds partly to keep
the government at arm’s
length, yet similar ventures
have come to lean on the
state over time. Jain’s answ-
er is a su�ciently large en-
dowment to sustain the in-
stitute from its returns in
perpetuity.

He also resisted the idea
that publicly funded
science is fading. Even no-
minally, private U.S. un-
iversities such as Harvard
and public ones such as his
own Penn State run on
substantial government
funding and have world-
class facilities, he said. A
private institute is meant to
“complement” the public
system and o�er a proof of
concept, not replace it.

The measure of success,
Jain suggested, will not be
citation counts — metrics
he considers increasingly
hollow in an age when AI
can draft a passable paper
— but discoveries. “We
want people from abroad
to come to India and pro-
vide a proof of principle,
which shows that great,
stimulating research and
discoveries can be made in
India,” Prof. Jain said.

New private physics institute
hinges success on ‘less is more’

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Lodha Theoretical Physics Institute is pitching itself as a private-sector alternative to India’s state-run research centres; its

founding director envisions an environment where physicists can focus on discoveries without constraints 

Two announcements, ten
days apart, tell the story of
where AI is heading next.
On July 16, Moonshot AI re-
leased Kimi K3. A month
earlier, on June 13, Beijing-
based Z.ai — the company
formerly known as Zhipu —
released GLM-5.2.

Both companies upend-
ed Anthropic and OpenAI’s
narrative. They showed
that China was capable of
building frontier-level mo-
dels and that the actual
weights can be download-
ed and run locally on
hardware.

Open by design
Z.ai’s GLM-5.2 climbed to
the top of the Arti�cial
Analysis Intelligence Index
among open-weight sys-
tems, scoring within strik-
ing distance of Claude
Opus 4.8 and GPT-5.5 on
demanding coding bench-
marks like SWE-bench Pro

and FrontierSWE. 
Moonshot’s Kimi K3 was

released on July 16, with
the full weights held back
until Monday. That pro-
mise was kept: Moonshot
published K3’s weights on
July 27 under a Modi�ed
MIT licence, making the
2.8-trillion-parameter mo-
del available for anyone to
download, �ne-tune and
self-host. 

Now that the weights
are out, outside developers
will distil, quantise and
�ne-tune the model within
days, spinning up a whole
downstream ecosystem
Moonshot doesn’t control
and doesn’t need to.

Neither Z.ai nor Moon-
shot is doing this out of ge-
nerosity. But giving
weights away is a smart dis-
tribution strategy as it
could potentially turn de-
velopers, cloud providers
and enterprise IT units into
resellers, and make it hard
for anyone to under-price
you as the base model itself
is free.

The closed camp has ta-
ken the opposite bet to
keep the weights, sell ac-

cess, and protect the mo-
del as the product, and
they still have a real edge
on raw capability as inde-
pendent trackers put Fable
5, Opus 4.8 and GPT-5.5
ahead of GLM-5.2 and Kimi
K3 on the toughest reason-
ing benchmarks, and some
estimate the gap between
the best closed and best
open systems at roughly
seven months.

Beyond the models,
there is a more structural
shift. According to a
Bloomberg report, Z.ai has
completed and partially
activated a 1 GW data
centre, built entirely on
Chinese-made chips. 

Z.ai has said its recent
GLM models were trained
on Huawei’s Ascend accel-
erators running Huawei’s
own MindSpore software
stack. The company didn’t
have a choice as the U.S.
placed it on its export
blacklist in early 2025, cut-
ting o� legal channels to
Nvidia’s advanced chips.

Now, this data centre is
China’s response to having
no other option. And Z.ai’s
move comes on the heels
of Beijing drafting a rough-
ly $295 billion, �ve-year na-
tional plan to build AI data
centres with at least 80%
domestic sourcing.

Chinese-made accelera-

tors still trail Nvidia’s Black-
well chips on performance
per watt, so matching U.S.
compute gigawatt-for-giga-
watt takes more chips and
more �oor space. But
“trailing” is a very di�erent
problem than “cut o�,”
and Z.ai has now shown
the gap is one you can
build your way around.

And the chip story
doesn’t end there, as Hefei-
based ChangXin Memory
Technologies (CXMT) has
been racing to close the
gap. CXMT is now China’s
largest DRAM maker, and
is targeting mass produc-
tion of domestic HBM3 by
the end of 2026. 

But gaps still remain as
CXMT still needs access to
the world’s most advanced
chipmaking tools remains,
which are restricted.

So does this become the
smartphone story all over
again — Chinese AI as An-
droid, cheap, everywhere,
running on hardware no-
body controls centrally,
versus a smaller number of
premium, tightly integrat-
ed American systems sold
the way Apple sells

iPhones? That analogy
holds in places. 

Where the analogy
strains is control. Android
succeeded partly because
Google still owned the plat-
form underneath the frag-
mentation. It isn’t obvious
anyone owns the open-
weight AI ecosystem the
same way — GLM-5.2 and
Kimi K3 compete with
each other as much as they
compete with Claude or
GPT, and once weights are
public, no single company
can fully steer what gets
built on top of them.

That looks more like a
market splitting into a
commodity tier and a pre-
mium tier at the same
time, with the boundary
between them determined
more by who’s willing to
pay for the di�erence.

What does look durable
is the emerging split in
how AI gets consumed.
Routine, high-volume tasks
will increasingly be routed
to whichever open, cheap
model is “good enough,”
while frontier reasoning
work will stay on closed,
premium models.

Is China’s AI bet turning U.S. AI labs into new Apple?

What does look durable is the emerging split in how AI gets

consumed. REUTERS

John Xavier
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The story so far: 

O
n July 29, the National Commission for
Indian System of Medicine (NCISM)
issued a circular clarifying that quali�ed

and registered practitioners of India’s
recognised systems of traditional medicine
cannot legally be described as “quacks” or
“bogus doctors” simply because they practise
the Indian System of Medicine (ISM). 

What is NCISM?
NCISM is the statutory regulator established
under the National Commission for Indian
System of Medicine Act, 2020, to oversee
medical education, professional standards, and
the registration of practitioners in India’s
recognised traditional systems of medicine —
Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha, and Sowa-Rigpa.

What does its circular say and why was it
issued?
It says doctors who hold recognised
quali�cations such as Bachelor of Ayurvedic
Medicine and Surgery, Bachelor of Unani
Medicine and Surgery, Bachelor of Siddha
Medicine and Surgery, or Bachelor of
Sowa-Rigpa Medicine and Surgery, and are
registered under the provisions of the National
Commission for Indian System of Medicine Act,
are legally recognised medical practitioners and

cannot be called
“quacks” or “bogus
doctors”. 

NCISM said it
had received
reports that
registered
practitioners of
ISM were being
labelled as
“quacks” or “fake

doctors”, being targeted through public notices,
criticised in the media, and subjected to
harassment in public forums. NCISM said the
clari�cation was intended to a�rm their legal
status and discourage such characterisations.

The clari�cation also draws a distinction
between quali�ed, registered ISM practitioners
and unquali�ed individuals who falsely claim to
practise medicine. NCISM said its aim was to
prevent misinformation, protect the
professional standing of registered practitioners,
and ensure that action against fraudulent
medical practice is not confused with the lawful
practice of recognised ISM. 

Does this mean ISM doctors are equivalent to
MBBS doctors?
Not exactly. The circular recognises that
practitioners registered under the NCISM Act are
legally recognised medical practitioners within
their own systems of medicine. It does not erase
the distinction between di�erent systems of
medical education or automatically grant
practitioners the legal authority to practise
modern medicine in every circumstance.

Whether an Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha, or
Sowa-Rigpa practitioner can prescribe allopathic
medicines or practise modern medicine
depends on the laws of the relevant State,
speci�c statutory provisions, government
noti�cations, and court rulings applicable in that
jurisdiction.

The law also draws a clear distinction
between practising ISM and practising modern
(allopathic) medicine. In Poonam Verma v.
Ashwin Patel (1996), the Supreme Court ruled
that a homeopathic doctor treating a patient
with allopathic medicines was guilty of
negligence, observing that a person practising in
a system of medicine for which they are not
quali�ed is e�ectively acting without authority.
In Dr. Mukhtiar Chand & Others v. State of Punjab
(1998), the Court held that practitioners of
Ayurveda, Siddha, and Unani cannot practise
allopathic medicine solely on the strength of
their quali�cations. The Court clari�ed that
cross-practice is permissible only where it is
speci�cally authorised under law, including
through State government noti�cations issued
under the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules. 

Who is a ‘quack’?
In common usage, a “quack” generally refers to
someone who falsely claims to be medically
quali�ed or practises medicine without the
required quali�cations or legal registration.
While there is no o�cial nationwide estimate of
the number of quacks in India, the Health
Ministry has informed Parliament on multiple
occasions that health is a State subject, and
identifying and taking action against unquali�ed
medical practitioners is the responsibility of
State governments and State Medical Councils. 

Why is this circular signi�cant?
It rea�rms the statutory recognition of
Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and Sowa-Rigpa
practitioners under the NCISM Act,
distinguishes between registered practitioners of
recognised ISM and unquali�ed individuals who
falsely claim to practise medicine, and also
makes clear that legal recognition as an ISM
practitioner does not immediately extend to the
practice of modern medicine.

Why did NCISM
clarify the use of
the term ‘quack’? 
Why has the regulatory body said? Are

Indian System of Medicine doctors

equivalent to MBBS doctors? Why is the

clari�cation signi�cant? 

The circular recognises
that practitioners
registered under the
NCISM Act are legally
recognised medical
practitioners within
their own systems of
medicine

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

The story so far:

T
he Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026
was passed by both Houses of
Parliament following widespread

protests over the leak of the undergraduate (UG)
paper of the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET) and the subsequent resignation of
Union Education Minister, Dharmendra
Pradhan. The Bill seeks to curb examination
malpractices through time-bound investigations
and speedy trials.

While a copy of the proposed Bill was
circulated among parliamentarians on July 25,
the Bill was introduced on July 27. It was passed
in the Lok Sabha by a voice vote on July 29 and
passed a day later in the Rajya Sabha. The
legislation has now been sent for the President’s
assent to o�cially become law. 

What were the incidents over the years
leading up to the passage of the Bill? 
The crisis surrounding India’s competitive
exams began with the NEET-UG 2024 exam,
where question papers were allegedly leaked in
regions including Patna in Bihar and Hazaribagh
in Jharkhand. There was panic after 67 students
scored full marks, with controversial grace
marks, triggering massive student protests and
intense judicial intervention. The Supreme
Court and the Central Bureau of Investigation

subsequently uncovered deep-rooted syndicates
allegedly involved in the paper leak. The Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act
was enacted in 2024 to tackle cheating. 

Despite the law, concerns over institutional
accountability persisted, and the Ministry of
Education cancelled the NEET UG 2026 exam
after discovering that the question paper had
been leaked and the integrity of the exam had
been compromised. This a�ected about 22 lakh
students and led to nationwide protests, backed
by the newly formed Cockroach Janta Party.
Consequently, the government pushed stricter
legislative amendments, notably the 2026 Bill. 

What is the primary purpose of the Bill? How
have penalties been revised as compared to
the 2024 Act?
The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 is a revised
version of the Public Examinations (Prevention
of Unfair Means) Act, 2024. Its primary purpose
is to curb exam malpractices, ensure
time-bound investigations and speedy trials, and
create stronger deterrence against organised
crime groups and institutions involved in such
o�ences to safeguard transparent and
merit-based selections. 

As per the Bill, investigations must be
concluded within 60 days — whether conducted
by local police, Central investigating agencies, or
a Special Task Force — and trials must be
wrapped up within three months of the
chargesheet being �led in designated special
fast-track courts. Also, High Court appeals must
be heard by a two-judge Division Bench and
resolved within three months.

The penalty for general o�ences under
Section 10(1) has been increased from 3-5 years
of imprisonment and a �ne of up to ₹10 lakh
under the 2024 anti-cheating law to 5-10 years of
imprisonment and a �ne of up to ₹50 lakh. Fines
for service providers have also been raised from
a maximum of ₹1 crore to ₹5 crore, alongside a
debarment extension from 4 years to 8 years.
For directors and senior management held
responsible, the �ne has been increased from at
least ₹1 crore to ₹5 crore and the jail term has
been increased from 3-10 years to 5-10 years. For
organised crime networks under Section 11, the
Bill proposes a minimum imprisonment of 7
years, up from 5 years, along with a �ne of up to
₹10 crore, compared with the earlier limit of ₹1
crore.

How does the Bill address procedural delays

and court adjournments?
Courts are restricted from granting
adjournments beyond the following day without
explicit, exceptional reasons. All ongoing cases
under the 2024 Act will instantly be transferred
to newly designated special fast-track courts.
States and Union Territories are mandated to
appoint special public prosecutors exclusively
for these trials. 

What major limitation has been pointed out
regarding the investigation timeline? 
According to an analysis by PRS Legislative
Research, unlike other robust legislation such as
the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 or the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989), the Bill
contains no provisions or accountability
mechanisms explaining what happens if the
two-month investigation timeline is missed. Nor
does it require o�cers to record reasons for
delays in writing.

Also, the timeline could con�ict with Supreme
Court rulings. In 2002, the Supreme Court held
that it is neither advisable, feasible, nor
judicially permissible to prescribe a rigid outer
limit for the conclusion of criminal proceedings,
and criminal courts are not obliged to terminate
trials merely due to the lapse of time.

How does the Bill propose to handle speedy
adjudication and what structural challenges
do these courts face?
The Bill provides for designating a court of
session by each State and Union Territory as a
special fast-track court. However, data show
severe system-wide pendency. Existing fast-track
special courts have battled massive backlogs,
with pending cases swelling from over 2.02 lakh
in 2023 to 2.45 lakh by 2025. Furthermore,
average trial times vary drastically across regions
— for example, from 257 days in Andhra Pradesh
to 1,717 days in Delhi for Protection of Children
from Sexual O�ences Act fast-track special
courts cases.

What common ground-level bottlenecks
routinely delay trial courts, as noted by the
Law Commission of India?
Key bottlenecks include the absence of accused
individuals or the non-production of undertrial
prisoners, lack of proactive police e�orts to
apprehend absconding suspects, frequent and
unjusti�ed adjournments sought by advocates or
caused by the non-attendance of o�cial
witnesses, and de�ciencies in judicial case
management and court and sta� strength.

What was the conviction track record of the
preceding anti-cheating law passed in 2024?
The 2024 Act did not secure a single conviction
over its two years of operation.

What does the new Bill to prevent exam fraud say?

The 2024 Act
did not
secure a
single
conviction
over its two
years of
operation

What is the purpose and what are the provisions of the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair

Means) Amendment Bill, 2026? How is it di�erent from the 2024 Act? How does it deal with

procedural delays? What are the common bottlenecks faced by trial courts? 

Maitri Porecha

Protesters celebrate the resignation of Union Education Minister Dharmendra

Pradhan in Mumbai. AFP

The story so far: 

O
n July 31, the Fédération
Internationale de Football
Association (FIFA) abandoned its
controversial plan to sell stakes in the

World Cup to private investors. What began as
FIFA president Gianni Infantino’s vision for a
new commercial subsidiary, backed by venture
capitalist Joshua Kushner, quickly unravelled
amid �erce opposition from the Union of
European Football Associations (UEFA), other
confederations, and FIFA’s own senior sta�.

What did FIFA propose?
Shortly after the 2026 World Cup, Mr. Infantino
unveiled plans to create a new subsidiary called
FIFA Forward Enterprise (FFE). This entity was
to consolidate all of FIFA’s revenue-generating
operations — broadcasting, sponsorships,
ticketing, licensing, and tournament operations
— under one structure. FIFA stated that it would
retain majority control of FFE and bring in
outside investors to hold minority,
non-controlling stakes. In that regard, venture
capitalist Joshua Kushner, through his holding
company Thrive Eternal, was reported to be the
lead investor under consideration. Mr. Kushner
is the brother of Jared Kushner, U.S. President

Donald Trump’s son-in-law. Mr. Infantino shares
a close relationship with Mr. Trump, as seen in
his awarding of a FIFA peace prize to the
President and allowing his intervention to
overturn U.S. striker Folarin Balogun’s
suspension during the World Cup. 

What did FIFA’s member associations stand
to gain from this proposal?
By selling stakes now, FIFA, a non-pro�t
organisation under Swiss law, would allow
private investors to bene�t from future growth
that would otherwise accrue entirely to FIFA
and football. FIFA had reportedly o�ered its 211
member associations an upfront $20 million
payment upon approval, followed by three more
payments of $20 million, $22 million, and $24
million between 2027 and 2038.

In an o�cial press release, Mr. Infantino
explained that his move would democratise
football. He said, “We intend to invest heavily
even in the smallest or most remote parts of the
footballing world, places that are too often
passed over. Every FIFA member association,
whatever its size, resources, or geographic
location, will have a voice and the opportunity
to determine its own course. Football has
become a truly global game and so the bene�ts
must be felt globally.” 

FIFA gave its 211 member associations until
September 19 to decide whether to support the
plan, or risk losing the one-time payout o�er.

What was the immediate response?
UEFA, the wealthy and powerful European
football governing body, held an emergency
meeting with its 55 member nations on July 30
and voted to boycott World Cups if FIFA moved
forward with the plan. In a statement, UEFA
said, “We unanimously and unequivocally reject
FIFA’s proposal to transfer ownership interests
in the World Cup and other FIFA competitions
to private investors. The World Cup cannot be
treated as an investment product. It is one of
football’s greatest sporting legacies. It has been
built over generations by players, national teams
and supporters across every continent. No part
of it should ever be surrendered to private
investors. The World Cup is not for sale.” 

Has FIFA ever faced such opposition before?
Yes. In 2018, Mr. Infantino pursued a similar

investment deal with Japan’s SoftBank to fund
the Club World Cup, but that plan fell apart
amid public criticism. In 2021, UEFA’s threat to
boycott helped derail Mr. Infantino’s proposal to
hold the World Cup every two years instead of
every four.

Is UEFA alone in opposing this?
UEFA was the �rst to oppose FIFA’s plans. UEFA
has had other run-ins with FIFA too: its
president boycotted the World Cup �nal in
protest against FIFA’s decision to overturn Mr.
Balogun’s suspension after Mr. Trump’s
intervention; and it also criticised other FIFA
decisions such as hydration breaks.

But UEFA was not the only one to oppose this
plan. CONCACAF (Confederation of North,
Central America and Caribbean Association
Football) and AFC (Asian Football
Confederation) also raised concerns about the
lack of transparency in the process, as did
individual federations such as England’s FA
(Football Association) and the global players’
union FIFPRO (Fédération Internationale des
Associations de Footballeurs Professionnels). 

OFC (Oceania Football Confederation) refused
to immediately state how it viewed FIFA’s plans
and instead said that the proposal would be
considered by the OFC Executive Committee at a
meeting later this month.

Has anyone from FIFA addressed this issue?
Carlos Cordeiro, Mr. Infantino’s senior adviser
who represented FIFA on the White House Task
Force at the World Cup, resigned and urged
other senior FIFA sta� to speak out. “I cannot
stand by while FIFA considers selling a stake in
the World Cup. I oppose it unequivocally,” Mr.
Cordeiro said in a statement. Kevin Lamour,
FIFA’s chief operating o�cer, also issued a
statement about the lack of transparency. “Not
only must this project not go ahead. The time
has now come for football political leaders to ask
themselves the right questions and make the
right decisions. And if that means I lose my job,
then so be it,” he said.

How has FIFA responded?
On July 31, Mr. Infantino announced that FIFA
would not be moving forward with the proposal.
“Having listened carefully to all the views, it has
become clear that the project has created
divisions of a nature that, regardless of the level
of support, are no longer in the interest of the
objective set out in the �rst place. Our purpose
has always been — and will always be — to unite
and improve. As a result, this proposal will not
proceed,” he said in a statement.

Why did FIFA scrap its World Cup stake sale?

By selling
stakes now,
FIFA would
allow private
investors to
bene�t from
future growth
that would
otherwise
accrue
entirely to
FIFA and
football

What was FIFA’s plan to sell stakes in the World Cup? What would FIFA’s member associations

have gained? Who opposed the proposal and why? Has FIFA faced similar resistance before? How

did Gianni Infantino respond to the pushback?

Anirudh Velamuri

File photo of FIFA President Gianni Infantino speaking during the 2026 FIFA

World Cup play-o� tournament draw in Zurich. AFP

e2213679

e2213679



A ND-NDECM
YK

THE HINDU 

17Sunday, August 2, 2026
Delhi

PROFILES

F
rom satire to sit-in is the most
popular, and perhaps the
easiest, explanation for the
student protest movement

that culminated in the resignation of
Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. This explanation is
empowering in its simplicity. But it is
incomplete.

By now, everyone knows how the
story goes. On May 15, 2026, Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant likened
unemployed youth turning to activism
and social media to “cockroaches”,
triggering widespread backlash.
Seizing on the remark, Abhijeet Dipke,
an Indian student in Boston, launched
a satirical online platform for fellow
“cockroaches”, transforming an insult
into a rallying cry for disa�ected
youth. Within the �rst 24 hours,
50,000 people signed up. That
number swelled to more than a million
within �ve days, while the movement’s
Instagram account surged past 22
million followers.

Yet behind the viral posts, soaring
follower counts and colourful
symbolism stood a trio: Abhijeet Dipke
(30), Ashutosh Ranka (30) and Saurav
Das (27), whose skills complemented
one another. They come from di�erent
parts of the country, di�erent social
backgrounds and possess markedly
di�erent temperaments.

Those who have spent time around
Jantar Mantar since the movement
began describe Mr. Dipke as politically
intuitive, though at times a touch
emotional, and the beating heart of the
movement. On July 18, after activist
Sonam Wangchuk was removed from
Jantar Mantar, it was Mr. Dipke who
argued that the movement should
escalate its demands. Instead of
limiting itself to seeking Mr. Pradhan’s
resignation, he proposed demanding
the resignation of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Mr. Dipke loves discussing A.R.
Rahman’s music and reciting Shah
Rukh Khan’s dialogues from Swades.
He brought a sense of lightness to the
protest, spending time in the evenings
talking to the protesters, posing for
pictures with them and cracking a joke

every now and then.
Mr. Ranka, meanwhile, has been

described as decisive, though at times
authoritarian, and quicker to lose his
temper than others. He remains the
mind of the movement and its
principal strategist. Mr. Das, the
youngest of the three, is known as
much for his a�able demeanour as for
his outreach skills, though colleagues
say he can occasionally be indecisive.

If Mr. Ranka and Mr. Dipke rave
about Shah Rukh Khan starrer Swades
and Aamir Khan’s Rang De Basanti, Mr.
Das represents the other end of the
social spectrum where his favourite
series is Modern Family — a
mockumentary about a
multigenerational family based out of
Los Angeles.

Association with AAP
One obvious thread connecting the
three is their association with the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), a link none of
them has sought to conceal. Both Mr.
Dipke and Mr. Ranka have worked for
the party, while Mr. Das’s proximity to
former Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal is hardly a secret. 

Mr. Dipke was born in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar (formerly Aurangabad),
Maharashtra, into a Dalit family,
though his caste identity largely
remained in the background during
the protest. “He is a student leader
who is also a Dalit and not the other
way round,” a leader associated with
the 36-day protest said. One occasion
on which he publicly asserted his caste
identity came after ink was thrown at
him at Jantar Mantar on July 18. His
response was brief: “Blue is my colour.
Jai Bhim.” 

He studied journalism at Tilak
Maharashtra Vidyapeeth in Pune
before moving to the U.S. in 2023 to
pursue a Master’s degree in Public
Relations at Boston University. Mr.
Dipke worked in political
communications and was associated
with the AAP social media team
between 2020 and 2023, working
closely with senior leader Manish
Sisodia.

Mr. Ranka’s journey to the CJP was
unlike that of most protest leaders.
Born and raised in Jaipur, he studied
Materials Science and Engineering at
IIT-Kanpur, where he was elected

president of the Students’ Gymkhana,
an early indication of his interest in
public life. 

He served as a Delhi Assembly
Fellow during 2019-20, working closely
with the team of former Delhi Chief
Minister and current Leader of
Opposition Atishi during the
pandemic, before pursuing a Master’s
in Public Administration at the London
School of Economics. He subsequently
worked with McKinsey & Company
and with Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance,
before gradually moving away from the
worlds of consulting and international
policy in favour of Indian public life.

Mr. Ranka also worked on the AAP
campaign for the February 2025 Delhi
Assembly election, focusing
exclusively on the New Delhi
constituency, where Mr. Kejriwal was
the candidate. He was part of the team
examining voter deletions and
continued to publicly defend Mr.
Kejriwal and the party even after the
election. His most recent article as
AAP’s “national spokesperson” was
published on March 16.

Unlike many political organisers,
Mr. Ranka has never hidden his

ambitions. He has often expressed a
desire to focus on Rajasthan politics.
Following the 2025 Assembly election,
he turned his attention to the State,
running campaigns to protect a
100-acre forest near Jaipur. More
recently, he gave Rajasthan Education
Minister Madan Dilawar a three-month
ultimatum to address issues faced by
students at Rajasthan University,
warning that the CJP would otherwise
seek the vice-chancellor’s resignation.

Saurav Das, the movement’s young
spokesman, became its public face. A
journalist before he became a protest
leader, he understood how newsrooms
functioned, how narratives were
shaped and, more important, how to
keep a movement in the headlines.

Mr. Das spent part of his childhood
in Puducherry and speaks a smattering
of Tamil. He studied Journalism and
Mass Communication at Amity
University, Noida, graduating in 2019.
He is best known for his detailed
pro�le of former Chief Justice of India
D.Y. Chandrachud for The Caravan,
and has also written for Frontline and
other publications. 

‘The language of Gen Z’
Mr. Das is also the co-founder of
Climate Action Front, an initiative
focused on climate governance,
sustainability and environmental
policy. Alongside journalism, he has
been working on his debut book,
Complicit Silence: The Court’s Role in
India’s Quiet Su�ering, which examines
the judiciary’s role in contemporary
India through a series of case studies
involving citizens seeking justice.
Videos of Mr. Das dancing after Mr.
Pradhan’s resignation also went viral,
attracting admiration as well as
criticism. Mr. Das defended the
celebrations as “the language of Gen
Z”, arguing that young people express
political victories di�erently.

None of the three had ever led a
protest of this scale before they laid
siege to the government near the 18th
century observatory, Jantar Mantar.
Nor had the majority of the protesters
who took to the streets of Delhi, in
response to their call. For now, the
three insist that the CJP will continue
to function as a pressure group rather
than a political party. 

The three faces of a revolt
Abhijeet Dipke, Ashutosh Ranka and Saurav Das

Fuelled by viral outrage and youthful anger, the Cockroach Janta Party’s rapid rise was driven by three very di�erent men whose skills, ambitions and political 
histories transformed a satirical online campaign into a national protest that brought down Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan

Sobhana K. Nair
Nikhil M. Babu

THE GIST 
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Those who have spent time

around Jantar Mantar since the

movement began describe

Abhijeet Dipke as politically

intuitive, though at times a

touch emotional, the beating

heart of the movement

�

Ashutosh Ranka, who has been

described as decisive, remains

the mind of the movement and

its principal strategist

�

Saurav Das, the youngest of

the three, is known as much for

his a�able demeanour as for

his outreach skills, though

colleagues say he can

occasionally be indecisive

Fearless fronts: Saurav Das, Abhijeet Dipke, and Ashutosh Ranka. 
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“T
hey told us we
would have a
place of refuge

in Spain, and it was a lie”.
That is how one migrant
described his journey to
Ceuta. He was among tens
of thousands who believed
Europe had �nally opened
its doors. Some scrambled
over razor-wire fences.
Others slipped through
gaps in the chain-link bar-
rier. Many plunged into the
Mediterranean wearing
wetsuits, kicking with �ip-
pers or clutching in�atable
rings as they swam to-
wards the tiny Spanish en-
clave on Morocco’s north-
ern coast.

For a few hours, Europe
seemed within reach.

By Friday evening, the
illusion had vanished. Ac-
cording to Spain’s Interior
Ministry, more than
48,000 migrants had alrea-
dy crossed back into Mo-
rocco. Hungry, exhausted,
and disappointed, many
took the same route they
had taken only hours ear-
lier. At least 67 people died
in the chaos. Once again,
the spotlight fell on Ceuta:
a territory barely 15 square
km in size but one that has
repeatedly found itself at
the centre of Europe’s mi-
gration politics. Ceuta, to-
gether with Melilla, further
east, is one of only two
Spanish territories on the
African mainland. Alth-
ough both are located on

Morocco’s Mediterranean
coast, they have remained
under Spanish sovereignty
for centuries. Today, they
constitute the EU’s only
land borders with Africa.

For migrants �eeing
war, poverty, or economic
hardship, Ceuta is one of
the shortest routes into Eu-
rope. But reaching Ceuta
does not necessarily mean
reaching Europe in the
way many would imagine.
While the enclave is part of
Spain and the EU, migrants
cannot continue to main-
land Spain. For many, Ceu-
ta becomes a waiting room
rather than a gateway.

And that reality has
transformed the enclave
into one of Europe’s most
heavily guarded frontiers.
Double-layered border
fences topped with razor
wire, surveillance came-
ras, motion sensors, obser-
vation towers, and con-
stant patrols by Spanish
security forces line the
frontier. Yet, despite heavy
border security, migrants
continue to attempt dange-
rous crossings.

Spanish authorities esti-
mate that about 60,000
migrants entered Ceuta ov-
er two days. As thousands
poured into the city, resi-
dents largely stayed in-
doors while shops and bu-
sinesses shut their doors. 

Court ruling 
Why so many people at-
tempted the crossing re-
mains unclear. Spanish of-
�cials say tra�cking
networks spread false
claims that asylum could
easily be obtained in Spain. 

On June 29, Spain's Su-
preme Court ruled that mi-
grants arriving by sea can-
not be summarily
deported because they do
not cross the physical bor-
der referenced in Spanish
law. Some believe tra�ck-
ers and migrants interpret-
ed the ruling as protection
against deportation for
those entering Ceuta by
sea. Many migrants said,
according to an NYT re-
port, Moroccan security
personnel appeared un-
usually permissive and
even encouraged them to

“come to Spain”. Spain-
Morocco ties have long
been shaped by disagree-
ments over migration, bor-
der management, and the
disputed territory of West-
ern Sahara. 

The Ceuta crisis also
quickly spilled into domes-
tic politics. Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sánchez
swiftly travelled to the ex-
clave, describing the mass
crossing as a “violation of
Spain’s territorial integri-
ty”. The Opposition,
meanwhile, saw things dif-
ferently. Conservative par-
ties and the far-right Vox
accused Mr. Sánchez of en-
couraging irregular migra-
tion through policies that
o�er pathways to legal resi-
dency for undocumented
migrants already living in
Spain. Human rights or-
ganisations, on the other
hand, criticised the author-
ities, pointing to over-
crowded reception centres
and Spain’s long-standing
practice of rapidly return-
ing migrants from the en-
claves. 

Most of those who en-
tered Ceuta have now re-
turned to Morocco, and
the immediate crisis may
have subsided. But for ma-
ny migrants who believed
Europe had �nally opened
its doors, the journey end-
ed with them back where
they had started. “They
had nothing for us,” one
migrant said. “They were
screaming, ‘Get out of
Spain’.”

A slice of Europe in Africa
Ceuta

The Spanish exclave witnessed one of its largest migration crises as up to 60,000 Moroccans

breached its borders and arrived in the city, seeking asylum 

Smriti Sudesh
AFP

A
s Ed Miliband took
charge as the U.K’s
new Foreign Secre-

tary on July 20, he stated
that international develop-
ment and tackling the cli-
mate crisis would be the
core priorities of the U.K’s
foreign policy under him. 

Under the previous La-
bour government led by
Keir Starmer, Mr. Miliband
held the position of Secre-
tary of State for Energy Se-
curity and Net Zero. He
had previously been the
Energy Secretary under
Prime Minister Gordon
Brown from 2008 to 2010.
In that short stint, Mr. Mili-
band strengthened the
2008 Climate Change Act
and implemented the U.K.
Low Carbon Transition
Plan, which was the coun-
try’s �rst economy-wide
decarbonisation strategy.

After taking on the role
again in 2024 under Mr.
Starmer, Mr. Miliband
oversaw the implementa-
tion of various policies that
backed the U.K’s commit-
ment to renewable energy.
He established the Great
British Energy, a publicly
owned energy company, to
expand and accelerate ho-
megrown clean energy
production and deploy-
ment. 

He also laid out the
Clean Power 2030 Action
Plan, which aims to reduce
the U.K’s dependency on
volatile fossil fuel markets.

One of his very �rst
moves as Foreign Secre-
tary was to visit Spain and
France, the two countries
which are now dealing
with devastating wild�re
disasters. After Mr. Mili-
band met with Spain’s Fo-
reign Minister, both go-
vernments released a joint
statement which acknow-
ledged climate change as a
global challenge and de-
tailed that these “sum-
mer’s wild�res demon-
strated that climate change
was now a national securi-
ty emergency facing Eu-
rope and threatening our
way of life.”

Seasoned politician
Mr. Miliband is the son of
Polish Jewish refugees who
came to the U.K. �eeing
the Nazis during the Se-
cond World War. He start-
ed his career in TV journal-
ism before entering
politics. He was recruited
as a speechwriter by then
Shadow Chief Secretary to
the Treasury, Harriet Har-
man, in 1993, and climbed
through the ranks to work

with Gordon Brown. He
stood for elections for the
�rst time in 2005, and at-
tained his �rst Cabinet po-
sition under Mr. Brown in
2007.

His older brother, David
Wright Miliband, a former
labour party MP, had also,
coincidentally, served as
the Foreign Secretary in
the Brown Cabinet from
2007 to 2010. Both of them
ran against each other for
the post of Labour Party
leader in 2010 after Mr.
Brown resigned. The race
was eventually won by the
junior Miliband.

One of the prominent
reforms that Ed Miliband
made as Labour Party
leader from 2010 to 2015
was to abolish the electoral
college within the party,
and make it a ‘one mem-
ber, one vote’ system. He
also sought to unify the
party, under the campaign
‘One Nation Labour’, as
one working for the coun-
try and its people as a
whole rather than for sec-
tional interest groups.

Mr. Miliband was once

one of the biggest critics of
U.S. President Donald
Trump. After Mr. Trump’s
election as President in
2016, Mr. Miliband had re-
marked that he had “lo-
wered the bar for idiocy.”
However, in his statement
after his appointment as
Foreign Secretary, Mr. Mili-
band a�rmed that he
would “nurture our strong,
enduring and essential al-
liance with the United
States”.

Rebuilding ties with the
EU, post- Brexit, is also a
distinct challenge for Mr.
Miliband. “Britain’s nation-
al economic and security
interests are served by hav-
ing a stronger relationship
with our European allies,”
Mr. Miliband said in his
statement.

Domestically, the imme-
diate challenge seems to be
the shift in Prime Minister
Andy Burnham’s stance on
new drilling licences for oil
and gas in the North Sea. 

Mr. Miliband has vocif-
erously opposed renewed
drilling for oil and gas in
the North Sea as it would
delay the transition to
clean energy. He has also
argued that since North
Sea energy is sold on the
international market, dom-
estic consumers would not
see much of a reduction in
their energy bills. If Mr.
Burnham goes ahead with
allowing drilling in the
North Sea, Mr. Miliband
and he could potentially be
at loggerheads.

The climate diplomat 
Ed Miliband

Britain’s new Foreign Secretary, once a strong critic of Donald Trump, says tackling climate change

and promoting international development will be his core priorities 

Joan Sony Cherian
ILLUSTRATION: SREEJITH R. KUMAR
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Canada didn’t go to homes in Punjab,
Gujarat, or any other part of India and
promise every child a Canadian future. Yet
Canada permanent residence was often
sold that way, through glossy offices, con-
fident agents, and assurances that study
would lead straight to settlement.

For many families, the pitch sounded
simple: pay the tuition, get the visa, find a
job, and secure PR. The real system was
never that simple. It involved rules, scores,
work experience, language tests, provincial
programs, occupation requirements, and
changing immigration targets.

A study permit was only the first decision.
Every later step required a separate appli-
cation and a separate assessment. A student
could follow the rules and still fail to qualify
for permanent residence because the
student’s score was too low, the job wasn’t
eligible, or a provincial program changed.

The painful question isn’t whether every
consultant cheated. Many did legitimate
work. The question is who created and ben-
efited from a market where uncertainty
was sold as certainty.

A Canadian study permit isn’t a perma-
nent residence document. A college letter
isn’t a job offer. A post-graduation work
permit isn’t a guarantee that a graduate will
qualify for PR.

Still, this distinction was often buried
under sales language. Families in Punjab
and Gujarat were told that Canadian edu-
cation was an investment in a secure life
abroad. The language was emotional.
Canada was presented as safe, prosperous,
welcoming, and almost automatic for
young people willing to study and work.

That message had commercial value. A
family that understood the path was
uncertain might pause before borrowing
money. A family told that its child was
almost certain to settle in Canada was more
likely to pay quickly.

This was often the point of the sales pitch.
It compressed a complicated immigration
process into a short chain of promises. Each
promise sounded manageable on its own.
Together, they made permanent residence
appear like the natural final step of a college
admission.

Canada permanent residence depends
on programs that can change without
warning. Express Entry scores rise.
Provincial  nomination rules shift .
Occupation lists are revised. Language
requirements matter. A graduate may
struggle to find skilled work even after
paying for a Canadian diploma.

No private agent can promise a visa, a
job, a work permit, or permanent residence
because none of those decisions belongs
to the agent. An agent can’t control a case
officer, a provincial government, an
employer, or the number of applicants
competing for a limited program.

An honest consultation should include
hard facts: tuition costs, rent, weak job
prospects in some cities, limited work

hours, and no assured PR outcome. It
should also explain what happens if the
student can’t find qualifying employment
or if the immigration rules change before
graduation.

This is where the system failed many stu-
dents. The business rewarded volume.
Families were asked to make life-changing
payments before they understood how
fragile the pathway could be. Some fami-
lies sold land. Others mortgaged homes or
took high-interest loans. For them, a
Canadian file wasn’t paperwork. It was the
family’s savings, social standing, and hope
for a better future.

A failed application could leave a family
with debt and no clear way to recover the
money. A fraudulent application could
create a second problem, immigration
enforcement, even when the student
didn’t know how the documents were pre-
pared. Words such as “guaranteed visa,”
“guaranteed job,” and “guaranteed PR”
should have stopped the process immedi-
ately. Authorized representatives can
advise clients and submit applications. They
can’t control Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada, provincial govern-
ments, or employers.

Canada created the immigration rules.
It issued study permits. It approved desig-
nated learning institutions. But Canada
didn’t send officials into Punjab or Gujarat
to assure parents that every student would
get permanent residence.

In many cases, private intermediaries
made that promise because they wanted
fees, commissions, or both. That fact
doesn’t clear Canadian institutions of
responsibility.

Colleges accepted international tuition
and benefited from recruitment systems
that brought students across the world.
Regulators and government agencies had
information about enrollment, complaints,
labor shortages, and immigration applica-

tions. The public question is whether they
acted quickly enough when the warnings
became difficult to ignore.

The case linked to Brijesh Mishra, an
agent associated with Education Migration
Services in Jalandhar, showed how damag-
ing false college letters can be. News
reports connected the case to hundreds of
Indian students, with around 700 stu-
dents facing fears about removal from
Canada.

The Canada Border Services Agency filed
criminal charges against Mishra in June
2023. The charges included unauthorized
representation, counselling misrepresen-
tation, and communicating false infor-
mation. In May 2024, reports said he
received a three-year Canadian prison
sentence after pleading guilty to immigra-
tion offenses.

Some affected students said they trusted
their representatives and didn’t know
their admission documents were forged.
That claim required investigation, not
automatic dismissal. A student may have
paid an agent to handle admissions, forms,
and communication with a college without
understanding what was uploaded in the
student’s name. That doesn’t erase the
need to examine the application. It does
mean the investigation must identify who
created the false document, who knew
about it, and who received payment.

Gujarat has also seen complaints alleg-
ing promises of Canadian visas, jobs, and
PR. Reported allegations involved sums of
about Rs 31 lakh, Rs 26.86 lakh, Rs 25 lakh,
and Rs 4.25 lakh. Those figures are allega-
tions, not court findings. Still, they show the
scale of potential damage when migration
is marketed as a guaranteed product.
Police raids on 17 consultancy firms in
Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, and Vadodara
over document irregularities added to
public concern.

The loss can be brutal: vanished savings,
loan repayments, delayed education,
removal proceedings, and future immigra-
tion difficulties. Families can also lose
years. A student may spend time in Canada
trying to repair a file, find a new program,
or respond to a removal notice. During that
period, loan interest continues and the
family may have no reliable answer about
what happens next. International stu-
dents shouldn’t be blamed as one group.
Each case needs evidence. 

A student who knowingly bought fraud-
ulent papers must face legal consequences.

A student misled by an agent deserves a fair
review.

Canadian authorities have shown why
individual review matters. IRCC reviewed
108 cases connected to fraudulent college
admission letters. Many students reviewed
were found to be genuine, and some
received temporary resident permits.

Overseas agents, Canadian consultants,
colleges, provincial authorities, IRCC, and
the CBSA all have duties. A college should
know who recruits in its name. A consul-
tant should know who works under or
beside the firm. Regulators should follow
the money, not only the student at the end
of the chain.

The College of Immigration and
Citizenship Consultants, or CICC, regu-
lates Canadian immigration consultants.
Anyone paying a Canadian consultant
should check that person’s status through
the CICC public register.

IRCC also warns people against websites
and representatives promising entry to
Canada, high-paying jobs, or guaranteed
results. A license allows a consultant to
provide paid advice. It doesn’t make the
outcome certain.

Licensed consultants may also remain
responsible for agents acting on their
behalf. Hidden partnerships make enforce-
ment harder, but they shouldn’t become
an excuse for weak scrutiny.

Colleges should publicly list authorized
recruitment partners and disclose commis-
sion arrangements. Consultants should dis-
close every overseas agent involved in a file.

Students should receive written notice
that admission doesn’t guarantee work
authorization, a job, or PR. Agencies should
preserve application records. Investigators
should examine document preparers,
payment trails, and everyone who earned
money from a fraudulent application.

The student shouldn’t be the only person
whose records are available. If an agency
collected millions from applicants, its con-
tracts, bank transfers, advertisements, and
communications should be part of any
serious investigation. Fraud complaints can
go to local police, the Canadian Anti-
Fraud Centre, the RCMP, or relevant Indian
authorities. The crisis can’t be dismissed by
claiming students expected too much
from Canada. Many expectations were
shaped by a commercial chain that sold
uncertain routes as near-certain outcomes.

There is a counterargument: adults who
borrow money and sign applications
should understand that no immigration
result is guaranteed. That is true, but it
doesn’t excuse false advertising, forged doc-
uments, hidden fees, or undisclosed risks.
Personal responsibility and institutional
responsibility can exist at the same time.

Canada didn’t personally promise perma-
nent residence to every Indian family. But
Canadian colleges, consultants, and regu-
lators had a duty to control the system that
profited from those promises. Families
need documents, written terms, and ver-
ified credentials before paying an agent.
They should ask which institution will issue
the credential, what work authorization
may follow, which immigration programs
could apply, and what happens if PR isn’t
available. Canada permanent residence
must be treated as an immigration deci-
sion, never as a product on sale.

Surjit Singh Flora is a veteran journalist and freelance
writer based in Brampton Canada

“WE MUST FORCE THE GOVERNMENT TO STOP THE BIRD
MIGRATION. WE MUST SHOOT ALL BIRDS, FIELD ALL OUR
MEN AND TROOPS... AND FORCE MIGRATORY BIRDS TO

STAY WHERE THEY ARE”
— VLADIMIR ZHIRINOVSKY OPINE II
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Canada permanent residence 
was never a door-to-door promise

A CANADIAN STUDY PERMIT
ISN’T A PERMANENT

RESIDENCE DOCUMENT. A
COLLEGE LETTER ISN’T A JOB
OFFER. A POST-GRADUATION

WORK PERMIT ISN’T A
GUARANTEE THAT A GRADUATE

WILL QUALIFY FOR PR

Aries (Mesh): Friends, professional contacts or

future plans may bring useful ideas during the

opening days. Midweek feels quieter, and

unfinished thoughts may need attention before

action begins. Once the Moon enters Aries,

confidence rises and delayed work can move

again. The weekend turns focus towards finances

and practical priorities. Take initiative, but leave room to

review the details. 

Taurus (Vrishabh): Professional expectations

may remain active at the beginning of the week,

though not every discussion needs an immediate

response. Pisces encourages reflection on

friendships and long-term plans. Midweek may

feel faster as pending matters begin moving. By

the weekend, the Moon enters Taurus, bringing

emotional steadiness and clearer personal priorities. Your calm

approach may quietly influence others. 

Gemini (Mithun): Learning, travel plans or

discussions about the future may hold your

attention early in the week. Professional

responsibilities become more noticeable as the

Moon enters Pisces, so keep communication

simple and clear. Midweek supports teamwork and

fresh contacts. The weekend may encourage a slower

pace, allowing you to review recent decisions before taking on

another commitment. 

Cancer (Karka): Shared responsibilities, finances

or an unresolved personal matter may require

closer attention during the opening phase. Pisces

broadens perspective and may bring helpful

advice through an experienced person. As Aries

energy develops, career matters gather pace and

visibility increases. By the weekend, friends or

professional networks may offer practical support. Avoid carrying

every concern alone. 

Leo (Simha): Partnerships and close

relationships may require patience at the

beginning of the week. Midweek brings deeper

emotional understanding, though it is better to

ask than assume. The Aries Moon restores

confidence and supports travel, learning or future

planning. By the weekend, professional priorities

become clearer. A thoughtful decision may carry more weight

than a dramatic statement. 

Virgo (Kanya): Routine work, health priorities

and unfinished responsibilities may occupy the

early days. As the Moon moves through Pisces,

relationships and shared decisions require

greater sensitivity. Midweek could bring financial

discussions or matters involving trust. The

weekend broadens your outlook and supports learning or

planning. Keep expectations realistic, especially where others

are also adjusting. 

Libra (Tula): Creative work, personal interests

or family activities may provide useful relief

from routine. Pisces turns attention towards

work habits and practical organisation, making

small corrections worthwhile. As Aries energy

develops, partnerships become more active and

direct conversations may be necessary. By the

weekend, financial commitments or shared responsibilities

deserve a careful and balanced review.  

Scorpio (Vrishchik): Home, family matters or

personal comfort may remain important during

the opening days. Pisces supports creativity and

warmer emotional expression, helping some

relationships feel easier. Midweek brings greater

activity in work and routine matters. By the

weekend, partnerships move into focus and practical

cooperation becomes necessary. Listen carefully before deciding

what the other person intends. 

Sagittarius (Dhanu): Communication,

paperwork or short journeys may keep the

opening days busy. As the Moon enters Pisces,

home and family concerns may require more

emotional attention than expected. Midweek

encourages creativity, confidence and social

activity. The weekend returns focus to health,

routines and practical work. A simple plan will be

easier to follow than an ambitious one.  

Capricorn (Makar): Financial priorities and

practical responsibilities may need careful

handling at the beginning of the week. Pisces

improves communication and may help clear an

old misunderstanding. Midweek turns attention

towards home, family or personal arrangements.

By the weekend, creativity and lighter social

moments bring relief. Progress may feel modest, but it is likely

to be more dependable.

Aquarius (Kumbh): With the Moon beginning the

week in Aquarius, ideas, independence and

personal priorities become stronger. Pisces then

shifts attention towards money, values and

emotional security. Midweek brings quicker

conversations and movement, but impatience

may create confusion. By the weekend, home and

family matters settle into a more manageable rhythm.

Choose clarity over cleverness.

Pisces (Meen): The opening phase may feel

inward-looking, giving you time to observe

before becoming involved. Once the Moon

enters Pisces, intuition strengthens and personal

concerns become easier to understand. Midweek

turns attention towards finances and practical

decisions. By the weekend, communication

improves and useful discussions may reopen. Trust your

instincts, but support them with facts.

WEEKLY MOON SIGN FORECAST |  2 - 8 AUGUST

Dr Shanker Adawal
Astrologer, Author & Researcher

Clearing Confusion, Taking
Initiative and Finding Stability

This forecast is based on your Moon Sign (Janma Rashi), which

often reflects day-to-day emotional and instinctive patterns

more closely than general Sun-sign readings. 

Weekly Overview
The week opens under the Aquarius Moon, encouraging

observation, fresh thinking and some emotional distance. Pisces

then deepens intuition, though assumptions may need checking.

As the Moon enters Aries, decisions and movement gather speed.

By the weekend, Taurus restores a steadier rhythm, helping

practical matters and personal priorities settle into place.

Moon Watch
The Moon’s quiet message for the week ahead. The week moves

from detached observation towards emotional understanding

and timely action. Avoid forcing an early conclusion; what

appears uncertain may become easier to handle.

CJP protest...
Millennials debated politics on Facebook
and television. Today’s young organise
through reels, memes, stitched videos and
digital communities that often command
greater trust than conventional news-
rooms. Every smartphone became a
camera, an archive and a broadcasting
station. Politics no longer travelled only
from party headquarters to television
studios and then to citizens. It travelled
horizontally, creator to creator, page to
page and reel to reel. That transformation
is perhaps the most enduring legacy of the
past month’s protests. It signalled not
merely a revolt over examinations, 
but the arrival of a generation that 
has chosen to participate in politics on
entirely new terms.

The emergence of this new political
culture also exposed the limitations of the
ruling establishment’s response. For
more than a decade, the Bharatiya Janata
Party has set the benchmark for political
communication in India. It recognised the
electoral potential of television before its
opponents, mastered WhatsApp as a
campaign tool and built one of the
country’s most sophisticated political
communication machines. Yet every
political strategy eventually encounters
a generation whose instincts it struggles
to understand. For the BJP, that genera-
tion appears to be Gen Z. 

This is not because young Indians have
suddenly become ideological opponents
of the government, but because they
inhabit an entirely different information
ecosystem. They are influenced less by tele-
vision studios and WhatsApp forwards than
by creators, peer networks and digital com-
munities where authenticity matters more
than choreography and satire travels
faster than carefully curated messaging.
The challenge before the ruling party is
therefore no longer simply one of commu-

nication. It is one of credibility.
If the resignation of the Education

Minister reflected the movement’s polit-
ical success, the weeks that followed
revealed the State’s continuing discom-
fort with youth-led dissent. Instead of sus-
taining a national conversation on exam-
ination reforms and institutional account-
ability, attention increasingly shifted to
the conduct of individual protesters.

In Parliament, concerns were raised
that young people were being detained,
questioned and investigated across Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Bihar,
Assam and Maharashtra. Questions were
also raised regarding the number of stu-
dents detained, the number placed under
investigation, whether social media
accounts were being blocked or scruti-
nised and whether assurances that peace-
ful protesters would not be targeted
were being honoured in both letter and
spirit. The demand was not merely for
restraint but for transparency through a
detailed state-wise statement from the
government.

The conversation soon moved beyond
the streets and into the digital sphere.
Several young protesters, particularly
women, found themselves at the centre
of intense online targeting. Personal
details were circulated, workplaces were
contacted and individual social media
posts were amplified to discredit the
larger movement. One of the most strik-
ing examples was that of 15-year-old
Ruchika Singh, who publicly apologised
after an abusive slogan directed at the
Prime Minister drew nationwide attention
and legal scrutiny. 

The episode quickly became less about
a teenager’s words and more about the
political spectacle surrounding them.
Equally troubling were attempts by sec-
tions of the political establishment to per-
sonalise the movement. Remarks by BJP
MP Kangana Ranaut targeting young

“Hindu women” protesters as “gutter gen-
eration” shifted attention away from the
substantive concerns they were raising
and towards their character and conduct.
A movement that had begun with
demands for examination reforms was
increasingly being judged through the
actions of individual protesters rather
than through the institutional failures that
had brought them together.

Democracies do not become stronger
by reducing an entire movement to its
most provocative clip. Their larger
responsibility is to understand the griev-
ance that produced the anger rather than
merely prosecute its vocabulary. It is
easier to investigate a slogan than to
repair an institution.

Rachit Seth is the founder of Policy Briefcase which 
provides Parliamentary Research & Communications

support. He is a Former National Media Coordinator of
the Indian National Congress

A movement built...
Platforms must do their share. X has had
community-driven fact-checking in India
since 2024. Instagram, where the
youngest users are, still has nothing of the
kind here. Meta’s own Oversight Board
said in March that community notes are
no substitute for fact-checking, warning
in particular about elections and
moments of crisis. The government and
the courts should require Meta to build
a working system for India before the next
flare-up, not after it. Forwarding some-
thing you have not checked is not a
neutral act. Amplification is authorship.

The question was never whether
Indians should be free to speak. It is
whether those who speak to millions will
accept the responsibility that has always
come with an audience of that size.

Vikas Pandey (Sankrityayan) is a Social Media activist,
runs a Noida based software company
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Public lives are usually captured in heavy,
chronological autobiographies. Dr SY
Quraishi shatters that predictable format in
India and I: A Hundred Memories, Not a
Memoir. Instead of sweeping histories, the
former Chief Election Commissioner deliv-
ers a deeply personal mosaic of one hundred
self-contained moments. Each memory is
crafted in exactly two pages.

Javed Akhtar describes these vignettes as
“short films,” noting they form a portrait of
India no single narrative could capture.
Meanwhile, Shashi Tharoor calls the collec-
tion an “urgent, vital book” that pushes
readers to build upon the dreams of the
nation’s founders. Quraishi proves the real
story of a country hides in small, overlooked
interactions like a split-second decision, a
career-altering meeting, or a quiet chat
revealing the true nature of power. He takes
readers far beyond sterile bureaucratic cor-
ridors. The episodes seamlessly transition
from his nostalgic childhood in Old Delhi and
a distinguished Indian Administrative Service
career to global observer missions in war-torn
Sri Lanka and Myanmar. Through candid,
insightful prose,
Quraishi maps
encounters with
Nobel laureates
alongside con-
versations with
a humble gar-
dener. He bal-
ances political
intrigue within
Delhi’s highest
power circles
with insider
accounts of
landmark elec-
toral reforms.  

India and I: A chronicle
of Quraishi’s memories

NEW ARRIVALS

Author: SY Quraishi
Publisher: Hachette India
Price: `699
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Some meals are about eating; others
are about slowing down, sharing
and discovering a culture one bite at
a time. Burma Burma’s limited-edition
PaukSe & Palata: Windows to Burma,
running till August 31, falls firmly into
the latter category. Inspired by
Yangon’s lively tea shops, the menu
brings together steamed buns, flaky
flatbreads, curries, desserts and
Burmese teas in an experience that
feels both comforting and unfamiliar.

At the heart of the menu are PaukSe,
soft, pillowy steamed buns, and Palata,
the crisp, layered flatbread whose flaky
texture carries echoes of South Asian
culinary influences. In Burma’s tea
shops, these breads are everyday
staples, enjoyed alongside curries
and fillings while conversations linger
over endless cups of tea. The menu
captures that spirit beautifully, giving
these humble favourites a contempo-
rary restaurant treatment without
stripping away their character. The
PaukSe selection is particularly appeal-
ing. The Tofu &

Scallion Twist is delicately
spiced and flavourful, while
the PaukSe Burger, with its
crisp corn patty tucked inside a
sesame-topped steamed bun, is an
inventive meeting of familiar comfort
food and Burmese inspiration. The
Spicy Curry Buns offer a more indul-
gent option, bringing together soft
bread and hearty flavours in a com-

bination that is difficult to resist.
The Palata offerings
perhaps best capture the

soul of the concept. The
Tea Break

Palata, topped with lentil
curry, brown onions, mint and

green chillies, has the easy, unfussy
appeal of something made to be
enjoyed between long conversations.
The Sunday Curry Palata adds another
layer of comfort, while the Soya
Keema Tacos and Palata Sando
demonstrate the kitchen’s willingness
to reinterpret traditional formats.
The latter, pairing a plant-based
edamame and water chestnut patty
with flaky Palata, is an especially

clever contemporary 
creation.

Dessert contin-
ues the theme

with a playful touch. The Tea Shop
Cream Puff, paired with Thai tea mas-
carpone, offers a refined finish, while
the Nutty Banana Sundae, served
over flaky Palata with banana, con-
densed milk and hazelnut spread, is
delightfully indulgent.

No Burmese tea-shop experience
would be complete without the
drinks. The Pistachio & Saffron Pulled
Tea and Cinnamon Spice Pulled Tea
bring warmth and aroma, while
chilled creations such as Sea Salt
Honeycomb and Jasmine Rice &
Brown Sugar provide a refreshing
counterpoint. The house tamarind-
infused cola adds yet another 
layer of fun.

What makes the menu work is that
it does not merely borrow dishes; it
recreates the social spirit of Burma’s
tea shops, where food, tea and con-
versation are inseparable. PaukSe &
Palata: Windows to Burma is therefore
less a conventional limited-period
menu and more a culinary invitation
to slow down, share generously and
take a passport-free journey through
the flavours of Burma.

In Rajasthan, spring enters courtyards through folk
songs, appears on palms in patterns of mehendi,
travels through bazaars in processions of colour
and takes edible form in delicately shaped gune,
syrup-laced ghevar and meals prepared for
reunion, worship and farewell. Gangaur is often
described as a festival of marital devotion, but its
meaning is wider than a prayer for domestic hap-
piness. It celebrates fertility, renewal, companion-
ship and feminine creativity, as well as the endur-
ing relationship between a woman’s marital
home and her maternal family. Its cuisine reflects
these ideas. Food is moulded like jewellery, sent
as affection, offered before it is eaten and shared
after restraint, turning the kitchen into one of the
festival’s most important sacred spaces.

Gangaur, also known as Gauri Tritiya, is celebrat-
ed on Chaitra Shukla Tritiya, the third lunar day of
the bright fortnight of Chaitra. This year, it was
observed on 21 March, while in 2027 it will fall on
9 April. In Rajasthan, the festivities traditionally
begin after Holi and unfold over approximately
eighteen days, culminating in the principal
worship and ceremonial farewell of Gauri. The
name Gangaur brings together “Gan”, associated
with Isar or Shiva, and “Gaur”, referring to Gauri
or Parvati. Married women worship the divine
couple for marital harmony, family well-being and
prosperity, while unmarried girls traditionally pray
for a worthy partner and an auspicious future. Yet
Gangaur extends far beyond household worship,
filling courtyards, streets, lakesides and village
squares with songs, decorated images, processions
and a shared celebration of spring, feminine cre-
ativity and community life.

The story at the heart of Gangaur presents
Gauri as both goddess and beloved daughter.
In Rajasthani tradition, she is imagined as vis-
iting her maternal home after Holi, remaining
there through the celebration before Isar
arrives to take her back. Her departure on
Gangaur carries the tenderness of a daughter’s
vidai, which explains the festival’s mixture of joy
and wistfulness. Women fashion or decorate
clay and wooden images of Isar and Gauri, offer
water, flowers, sacred grass and food, and sing
songs in which the divine couple is addressed
with the familiarity of family. The rituals 
transform distant divinity into an intimate
presence within the household.

The history of Gangaur cannot be reduced to a
single founding moment. It grew through region-
al customs, royal patronage, household worship
and the seasonal rhythms of western and central
India. Rajasthan’s princely courts gave the public
processions grandeur, but the festival’s continu-
ity has always depended upon women in homes
and communities. Jaipur’s ceremonial procession
traditionally moves from the City Palace
through the old city, while Udaipur’s Mewar
Festival carries images of Gauri towards
Lake Pichola amid music, decorated boats
and public celebration. Beyond Rajasthan,
Gangaur is also observed in parts of
Madhya Pradesh, especially Nimar,
where the goddess is honoured as a
powerful maternal figure and the con-
clusion of the festival may include col-
lective worship and community meals.

Gangaur also reveals the vital role of
women as custodians of intangible
cultural heritage. Although the festival is
rooted in traditional ideas of marriage, fer-

tility and household well-being, its conti-
nuity depends upon a distinctly female
world of knowledge, memory and
collective participation. Women
preserve not only the visible
customs of worship, song, dress
and food, but also the less tan-
gible understanding behind
them: when a ritual must be
performed, how an offering
should be shaped, which
songs belong to each stage of
the observance, and how
meanings are adapted within
different families and commu-
nities. Much of this knowledge is
not formally written down. It is
absorbed by watching mothers and
grandmothers, joining group rituals,
preparing food together and taking part
in processions and seasonal gatherings. In
this way, women do more than maintain inher-
ited practices. They interpret them, renew them
and decide how they will be transmitted. Gangaur
therefore gives women cultural authority within
the household and the community, positioning
them not simply as participants in tradition, but
as its principal knowledge-bearers and the people
most responsible for carrying it into the future.

The cuisine becomes one of the clearest expres-
sions of this inherited knowledge, beginning
with the festival’s most distinctive preparation,
Gangauri Gune. These crisp forms are made from
wheat flour, refined flour or gram flour and
shaped to resemble ornaments, discs, flowers or
other auspicious designs. Sweet versions may
contain jaggery or be coated lightly with sugar
syrup after frying. The word gune is often connect-
ed with gehne, meaning jewellery, because the
edible shapes are offered to Gauri as symbolic
adornments. After worship, they are shared
among women of the family, including mothers-
in-law, sisters-in-law and other relatives. Flour
becomes ornament, while shaping and sharing it
become acts of devotion. Alongside them appear
Besan ke Namkeen Gune, a savoury counterpart
made by combining gram flour with turmeric, salt,
carom seeds, cumin or crushed spices. The dough
is rolled, cut or shaped by hand before being fried
in a kadai until firm and golden. Their restrained
seasoning distinguishes them from ordinary
snacks, while their jewellery-like forms preserve
the ritual association with Gauri. Some households
prepare both sweet and savoury batches so that
the ceremonial plate contains contrasting flavours,
textures and colours.

The second great emblem of the Gangaur
season is Ghevar, whose intricate surface seems
designed for a festival devoted to beauty and
adornment. A thin batter of flour, ghee and
chilled water or milk is poured repeatedly from a
height into a deep kadai of hot ghee or oil, allow-
ing each stream to set around the previous one
and gradually form the sweet’s porous, honey-
combed structure. Once crisp, the disc is drained

and lightly soaked or
coated with

sugar syrup.
M a l a i

Ghevar is fin-
ished with thickened milk,

saffron, pistachios and almonds, while Mawa
Ghevar carries a richer layer of sweetened khoya.

Ghevar is closely associated with Sinjara, the gifts
traditionally sent from a married woman’s mater-
nal home before the main celebration. Along with
clothes, mehendi, ornaments and other festive
items, the sweet conveys remembrance and
affection across households. It is therefore more
than a dessert. It becomes an edible expression
of the continuing bond between a daughter and
the home in which she grew up, even after mar-
riage has taken her elsewhere.

That exchange of sweetness continues through
Mawa Kachori, particularly associated with
Jodhpur. This festive pastry encloses sweetened
khoya, nuts and cardamom inside a crisp flour shell
before being glazed with sugar syrup. Its contrast
between brittle pastry and soft filling makes it espe-
cially suited to celebratory trays. Mohanthal, pre-
pared by slowly roasting coarse gram flour in ghee
in a heavy-bottomed vessel and setting it with
sugar syrup, cardamom, saffron and nuts, offers
a denser sweetness. Its characteristic grainy
texture depends upon patient roasting and careful
control of the syrup, making it a preparation
through which culinary skill becomes visible.

A more rustic expression of celebration appears
in Churma Laddoo. Wheat dough is baked or fried,
crushed and combined with ghee, jaggery or sugar,
cardamom and dry fruits before being shaped by
hand. Dilkhushal, also known as besan chakki in
parts of Rajasthan, is similarly built upon gram flour,
ghee and sugar but cooked into a firm mass and
cut into diamonds. These preparations create rich-
ness through the slow transformation of flour, fat
and sweetener rather than elaborate decoration.
Their ability to remain fresh also makes them suit-
able for gift trays, family visits and the steady move-
ment of food between maternal and marital
homes. The sweet sequence may conclude with
dishes served warm. Malpua with Rabri combines
shallow-fried pancakes, often flavoured with
fennel, with thickened milk scented by car-
damom and saffron. The edges remain crisp while
the centre absorbs syrup and rabri. Kesar Mawa

Kheer, made by gently simmer-
ing milk with rice or

reduced milk
solids, saffron

and nuts,

provides a softer conclu-
sion. Neither dish is an

obligatory Gangaur
offering across

every communi-
ty, but both

belong natural-
ly to the larger
festive table of
Rajasthan and
neighbouring
r e g i o n s .
G a n g a u r

cuisine is not
one fixed menu.

Its sacred core is
surrounded by

family recipes, local
preferences and

dishes selected accord-
ing to place, season and

means. Once the fast or princi-
pal worship is complete, the savoury

meal restores appetite through dishes that are sub-
stantial without losing their regional identity. Hing
Kachori is filled with ground lentils seasoned with
asafoetida, fennel, coriander and chilli, then fried
until blistered and crisp. Its powerful aroma
awakens the palate after restraint. Kanji Vada, 
particularly suited to the spring period following
Holi, offers an entirely different sensation. Lentil
dumplings are soaked in a mustard-spiced 
liquid and left to ferment, creating the sourness
and pungency that balance the richer fried 
foods of the festive meal.

The main table often turns to Rajasthan’s
mastery of gram flour. Govind Gatta elevates the
familiar gatta into a festive preparation by filling
or enriching gram-flour dumplings with khoya,
paneer or nuts before simmering them in a
spiced yoghurt gravy. The gravy must be cooked
over a controlled flame and stirred carefully so that
the yoghurt does not split. Pitod ki Sabzi begins
with gram flour and buttermilk or yoghurt cooked
into a firm mixture, spread, cooled, cut into dia-
monds and finished in a tempered gravy.

Papad Mangodi ki Sabzi begins long before it
reaches the stove, with seasoned lentil paste
shaped into small nuggets and dried under the
strong Rajasthani sun for storage. When required,
the mangodi is cooked with papad, spices, yoghurt
or a light tomato base to create a dish of surpris-
ing depth from ingredients that can be pre-
served for months. Such preparations arose from
practical necessity but became an essential part
of Rajasthan’s culinary identity.

The relationship between cuisine and ecology
becomes most visible in Ker Sangri, a dish shaped
by an arid landscape where water was precious,
rainfall uncertain and fresh vegetables highly sea-
sonal. Dried ker berries and sangri beans, gathered
from hardy desert plants, are soaked repeatedly,
boiled and cooked with oil, chillies, coriander,
cumin, dried mango or yoghurt until tangy and con-
centrated. The soaking softens the ingredients and
reduces their natural sharpness, while slow
cooking allows them to absorb the spices.

Panchkuta expands the same desert logic by
bringing together five preserved ingredients,
commonly including ker, sangri, kumatiya, dried
gunda and amchur. Although the combination

varies between communities, the preparation
expresses a culinary culture built

upon sun-drying, storage and
careful use of what the
land could sustain. Papad,
mangodi, gram flour,

millet, dried berries
and fermented dairy
were not merely
substitutes used in
times of shortage.

They became the

basis of a distinctive cuisine that transformed eco-
logical restraint into flavour and variety. During
Gangaur, these dishes connect the goddess’s asso-
ciations with fertility and abundance to a tradition
that defines abundance not as excess, but as
resilience, preservation and respect for limited
resources.

Traditional Rajasthani cooking methods are
woven into nearly every part of this festive meal.
Ingredients are dried beneath the sun, yoghurt
gravies are simmered gently, milk is reduced
slowly into khoya and rabri, and flour is patient-
ly roasted in ghee until its aroma changes and
its flavour deepens. Heavy iron, brass or thick-
bottomed vessels help retain heat, while frying
gives gune, kachori and ghevar the crispness
needed for ceremonial sharing and storage.
Fermentation sharpens kanji, and slow cooking
allows dried ingredients to regain tenderness.
These techniques conserve ingredients, limit
waste and create the concentrated tastes that
distinguish the region’s cuisine.

Bread and grain complete the savoury range.
Khoba Roti is a thick wheat bread whose
surface is pinched into decorative patterns
before being cooked slowly on a tawa or over
gentle heat and brushed generously with ghee.
Its sculpted appearance is especially appropri-
ate to a festival in which adornment carries ritual
meaning. Rajasthani Dhokla with Kadhi, made
from firm wheat dough rather than the soft
Gujarati gram-flour preparation, is steamed or
cooked and then broken into pieces to be eaten
with tangy yoghurt kadhi.

Jodhpuri Kabuli adds a more elaborate note
through layers of fragrant rice, vegetables, fried
bread, nuts and warming spices. The ingredients
are arranged and cooked together so that each
serving reveals contrasting textures. Across the
border in Madhya Pradesh, particularly in areas con-
nected with Nimar and Malwa, Dal Bafla provides
a fitting communal preparation. Wheat balls are
boiled before being baked, giving them a softer
centre than baati, and are then opened, enriched
with ghee and served with lentils, chutneys and
sometimes churma. Its generous, shareable char-
acter suits the family gatherings and community
meals associated with regional Gangaur obser-
vances. Beverages provide relief from the early
summer warmth and balance the ghee-rich
sweets and fried foods. Kesar Badam Thandai,
blended from milk, almonds, melon seeds, fennel,
pepper, cardamom and saffron, carries forward the
cooling flavours associated with the season after
Holi. Makhaniya Lassi offers thick yoghurt churned
with sugar and crowned with malai, while salted
Chaas, flavoured with roasted cumin, mint and
black salt, cools the palate during the savoury meal.
Fermented Kanji may be served separately from
the vadas as a sharp, mustard-scented drink. In
some households, Kesar Doodh or Bael Sherbet
provides a gentler alternative for children, elders
and those breaking a fast.

To carry Gangaur forward, future generations
must inherit more than the sight of a procession
or a date on the calendar. They should know why
flour is shaped into jewellery for Gauri, how a
stream of batter becomes the lattice of ghevar,
why Sinjara travels from a daughter’s maternal
home, how desert berries become a dish of cel-
ebration and why mangodi is dried long before
it is cooked. They should also recognise the
women whose knowledge keeps each practice
alive. When children are invited to shape gune,
stir mohanthal, learn a Gangaur song and
serve the first offering before eating, heritage
moves from observation into experience.
Gangaur will endure when its cuisine remains
cooked, shared and understood, allowing
Gauri’s homecoming to nourish the cultural con-
fidence of generations yet to come.

ANIL
RAJPUT
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(The writer is Secretary, Cuisine India Society)

“OOD NUTRITION CREATES HEALTH IN ALL
AREAS OF OUR EXISTENCE. ALL PARTS ARE

INTERCONNECTED”
—  T COLIN CAMPBELL

GANGAUR

The sacred flavours of Gauri’s homecoming

A delicious window into tea-shop culture

THE PISTACHIO &
SAFFRON PULLED TEA
AND CINNAMON SPICE

PULLED TEA BRING
WARMTH AND AROMA,

WHILE CHILLED
CREATIONS SUCH AS SEA

SALT HONEYCOMB AND
JASMINE RICE & BROWN

SUGAR PROVIDE A
REFRESHING

COUNTERPOINT

GYANESHWAR DAYAL

For Ayurveda, the seasons are
not merely weather changes.
They alter the environment in
which the human body func-
tions. What suits the body in
summer may not suit it in the
rains or in winter. Ritucharya is
an Ayurvedic concept that
means “seasonal regime”   It is
derived from two Sanskrit
words: Ritu (season) and
Charya (conduct or routine).
Ritucharya therefore advo-
cates adapting food, physical
activity, rest and other habits
to seasonal conditions.

Modern life has steadily sep-
arated people from seasonal
rhythms. Air-conditioning,
processed food, sedentary rou-
tines and artificial lighting have
made it possible to live much
the same way throughout the
year. Yet the human body
remains part of nature.
Ayurveda’s seasonal regimen
begins with the simple recog-
nition that the body must con-
tinually negotiate its environ-
ment. This makes Ritucharya
particularly relevant today.

According to Ayurveda, the
body’s doshas — Vata, Pitta, and
Kapha — change with the
seasons. To maintain health
and prevent disease, one
should adapt diet, exercise,
sleep, clothing, and daily
habits to each season. The
objective of Ritucharya is to
align human physiology
with nature’s rhythms,
thereby improving immuni-
ty, digestion, mental well-
being, and overall health

while reducing the risk of sea-
sonal illnesses. It is one of the
foundational principles of pre-
ventive healthcare in Ayurveda 
and remains relevant even
today as a holistic approach to
healthy living. Kerala offers
perhaps one of the most vivid
settings in which to understand
this idea. The state’s intense
monsoon, humid climate, long
coastline and rich plant diver-
sity have helped preserve a dis-
tinctive Ayurvedic culture.  This
is where Ritucharya moves
beyond the pages of classical
texts. It becomes a way of life.

This is not simply an old
custom being preserved for
sentimental reasons. Kerala is
increasingly attempting to
explain Ayurveda to a new
generation and to an interna-
tional audience through a com-
bination of public education,
institutional development and
tourism.

Kerala has also begun giving
Ayurveda a stronger interna-
tional platform. The first
International Ayurveda &
Wellness Conclave, held in
Kozhikode on February 2 and
3, 2026, brought together more
than 125 delegates from 34
countries. Discussions covered
research, education, policy,

wellness tourism and
medical-value travel, 
with the objective of posi-
tioning Kerala as a global
destination for Ayurveda
and wellness. 

And perhaps that is the
real strength of Ritucharya.

It reminds us of something
that modern wellness culture

is only beginning to rediscov-
er- align with nature!

Ayurveda: Reviving Ritucharya



AMMA (SRI MATA AMRITANANDAMAYI DEVI)

Today, Amma and her children joined
Hon’ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
launch of the Nasha Mukt Yuva for Viksit
Bharat campaign. The youth movement
encourages every citizen to choose a
healthier, drug-free future 
through awareness, action, and commu-
nity participation. 

Amma’s participation is led by her
AYUDH youth movement, spanning
Amrita University’s 10 campuses, 86
Amrita Vidyalayam throughout the
country, and 2800 villages reached by
Amma’s humanitarian initiatives across
Bharat. 

Children, the increase in the use of
intoxicants among today’s generation of
youth is cause for alarm. It is gnawing
away at society like some incurable
disease. It is humankind’s journey
towards mere self-gratification that is
leading to drink and drugs.

In truth, are we really getting any hap-
piness from these intoxicants? Does
happiness reside in cigars, cigarettes,
marijuana or other intoxicants? When a
dog chews a bone for too long, its gums
start bleeding. Imagining that the blood
is coming from the bone, it continues
chewing it. This is exactly what we are
doing when we strive to obtain happi-
ness from intoxicants.

In truth, happiness is within us. The
thinking that we can obtain bliss from
intoxicants is just our imagination.

Amma remembers a story. Seeing a
frail old man sitting happily on a swing
in the garden in front of his house,
swaying in pleasure, a passerby asked,
“Uncle, you look really happy. What’s the
secret behind your happiness and
health?” 

“I smoke six packets of cigarettes
daily, drink six cases of whisky every
week, eat meat thrice daily, and never
exercise,” the man replied. 

“Unbelievable!” declared the passer-
by. “By the way, how old are you?” 

“Twenty six,” said the man. 
Intoxicants might help one forget

everything briefly. But addicts do not

realise that intoxicants rob the body of
vitality and destroy them. Their health is
impaired and they age prematurely,
leading to an early death. Instead of
being an asset to their families and
country, they ruin themselves and cause
suffering to others. 

There was a family that used to live
happily. The husband fell into bad
company and started drinking. With that,
the peace and contentment that used to
prevail in the family began to disappear. 

He stopped going to work for many
days, and on the days he went, he would
arrive in a drunken stupour and quarrel
with his colleagues. Finally, he lost his
job. Having no money to buy drinks, he
began harassing his wife for her jew-
ellery, and when she resisted, he started
beating her. Fearing further assaults, she
handed it over; he sold it and spent the
entire amount on drink. 

He then began selling the pots and
pans and other items in the house. One
day, he started fighting with her for the
small necklace around their baby’s
throat. That was the final straw. Unable
to tolerate his behaviour any longer, the
wife grabbed the baby and came to
Amma. This is just one example. Amma
sees and hears about many such inci-
dents every day. 

Children, everyone today thinks:
“What did I gain?” That is not correct.
Instead, we should ask ourselves, “What
was I able to contribute to society?”
Rather than shortening our lives by living

like beasts and thinking solely of our own
happiness, live with an awareness of
life’s purpose. Having consumed what
we really need, we should distribute the
rest as alms.

It is only through
spiritual thinking that
we can move away
from the narrow world
of selfishness and suf-
fering, and reach the
expansive universe of
selflessness and happi-
ness. Only through spir-
ituality can we realise
that real happiness lies
in loving and serving
others. 

If we grasp spiritual
principles, there will
be a revolution in our
character and outlook.
We will become com-
passionate towards our
fellow beings. It will give us enough
strength to free ourselves from the grip
of intoxicants and other bad habits. Then,
we will always be able to enjoy peace
and contentment within.

SADHGURU

You may go to work half-hearted, you
may live half-hearted, you may do
everything in your life half-hearted, but
a game is one thing you cannot do half-
hearted. Unless you plunge yourself into
it, there is no game; this is so for
anybody. The moment they get into a
game, knowingly or unknowingly they
become 100 per cent participation.
This is an absolute requirement for a
leader. A leader learns to participate,
that he does not hold himself back in
anything, that he learns to give himself
absolutely.

In many ways, sports sets the rhythm
for every human being to become a
leader in his own right. For example,
another aspect which is most important
for a leader that is naturally inculcated

by playing a game
is the desire to win
or achieve — you
cannot play a
game unless you
develop a strong
desire that you
want to win.
Without this there
is no sport. At the
same time, sports
also sets this condi-
tion that you really
want to win but
you are willing to
lose. If you lose, it
is alright with you.
This is most essen-
tial for a leader

that he goes out to achieve things. At
the same time, when things do not
happen, he will not become a bundle
of frustrations.

Whenever you set big goals in your
life, many things don’t happen. For
people who do not set big goals, they
may believe that many things are hap-
pening in their lives but their things are

happening because you are not aspir-
ing for anything big.

So the very fundamentals of leader-
ship is that you aspire to achieve
certain things, to take people with you
towards that goal, and if it does not
happen, for whatever reason you will
never become a bundle of frustration.
These qualities which are most essen-

tial for leadership, are naturally incul-
cated by the very nature of the sport.

Sports can become a tremendous
tool in building leaders. We have seen
this in our own experience with Isha’s
Rural Sports program and various other
programs in all of which sport is an
essential component. We have seen
how just because they are involved in
a game, people are able to come out of
their limitations and take on the lead-
ership for that moment to handle a par-
ticular situation. This in itself sets them
up as a leader.

So leadership and sports are very
directly connected. All the fundamen-
tal qualities that are necessary for a
leader are naturally brought forth when
one learns to play a game.
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Life never stops teaching; only we stop learning.
Every sunrise carries a lesson, every failure hides

a blessing, every stranger knows something we do
not, and every moment quietly asks us to grow.
Keep the wonder of a child and the humility of a

seeker, for the heart that remains a student never
grows old; it only grows wiser

DR SWAMI GYANANANDDAS

The day we believe we have learned
enough is the day our growth quietly
begins to die. Degrees may have an end,
classrooms may close their doors, and
examinations may finally cease, but the
greatest university ‘life’ never declares a
graduation ceremony. Every sunrise
opens a new lesson, every encounter
introduces a new teacher, and every
experience writes another chapter in the
curriculum of wisdom.

A person does not
become great because
he knows everything. He
becomes great because
he never stops learning.
It is often said, “Live as if
you were to die tomor-
row. Learn as if you were
to live forever.” These
words reveal one of life’s
deepest truths. Since
tomorrow is uncertain,
we should live each day
with purpose and sin-
cerity. Yet because the
pursuit of wisdom has no
finish line, we should
learn as if every new day
were another opportuni-
ty to become better,
regardless of age.

A classroom may
educate the mind, but it cannot alone
educate life. Beyond its walls lies nature,
humanity’s greatest academy, where
life’s deepest lessons are taught. Observe
the tiny ant. Possessing neither strength
nor stature, it carries loads many times
heavier than itself. If its path is blocked,
it does not complain to destiny or curse
the obstacle. It simply searches for
another way. The ant silently teaches that
failure is never final unless we our-
selves decide to stop walking.

Look at the sky. The sun arrives every
morning without excuses. Clouds may
hide it from our eyes, yet it never neglects
its duty. It echoes that punctuality is not
merely about keeping time; it is about
keeping one’s promises. The moon
reminds us that imperfection is tempo-
rary. Some nights it appears as a delicate
crescent; on others it shines in complete
brilliance. Yet throughout its changing
phases, it never loses its identity. 

Similarly, the river inspires persever-
ance, flowing around every obstacle. The
mountain embodies steadfastness, stand-
ing firm through every storm. Silence nur-
tures wisdom, for life’s deepest lessons

are heard in
moments of quiet
reflection. Thus,
our nature pro-
vides real-life
lessons, if we wish to learn them.

Remarkably, our greatest teachers are
not always scholars or philosophers.
Sometimes they are children whose
innocent curiosity challenges our
assumptions. Sometimes they are labour-
ers whose perseverance humbles our

complaints. Sometimes they are failures
that reveal truths impossible for success
to teach. Every person we meet knows
something we do not know. Every expe-
rience carries a message that no book can
fully explain.

History consistently honors lifelong
learners. The wisest sages continued
asking questions until their final 
breath. The greatest scientists remained
fascinated by mysteries they could not
solve. The finest artists never stopped
refining their craft. Their greatness was
not born from possessing all the answers,
but from retaining the humility to keep
seeking them.

Unfortunately, success often becomes
the enemy of learning wisdom.
Achievement whispers, “You have
arrived.” Wisdom gently replies, “The
journey has just begun.” The moment
pride replaces curiosity, progress comes
to a halt. A cup already full cannot
receive fresh water. Likewise, a mind con-
vinced of its completeness cannot receive
new understanding. 

Life changes every day. Technology
evolves, societies transform, relationships

deepen, and challenges become increas-
ingly complex. Yesterday’s knowledge
alone cannot solve tomorrow’s problems.
Those who stop learning gradually lose
their ability to adapt and flourish.
Therefore, lifelong learning is no longer
merely a virtue; it is a necessity.

The attitude of a life-
long student transforms
every day into an oppor-
tunity to grow. Every
experience enriches
wisdom, every challenge
deepens understanding,
and every new lesson
becomes a step towards
excellence.

At ninety years of age,
when most people would
rely on memory accumu-
lated over a lifetime,
Mahant Swami Maharaj
continued to learn with
the enthusiasm of a
young student.
Memorizing the intricate
verses of the newly com-
posed Akshar-
Purushottam Bhagwan
Arti was no easy task, yet

he embraced it with remarkable humil-
ity and determination.

For several consecutive nights, while
the world slept, he quietly woke at one,
two, or even three o’clock in the morning
to practice the verses. Careful not to
disturb anyone, he softly whispered
each line, patiently repeating it until it
became firmly etched in his memory.

Though revered worldwide as a spir-
itual master guiding millions, he
approached this task not as a guru who
knew everything, but as a sincere learner
eager to keep learning. His humility, dis-
cipline, and unwavering commitment
transformed a simple act of memoriza-
tion into a timeless lesson: true greatness
lies in remaining a student throughout
life. Mahant Swami Maharaj demon-
strated that the spirit of learning never
grows old; it only grows deeper.

Of course, a true learner never counts
the years of life; he counts the lessons that
make life worth living. 

Be a Student
Forever

Sports for Leadership

(Dr Swami Gyanananddas is a dedicated 
follower of the Swaminarayan tradition and has

earned a PhD from MS University)

Free Yourself From Intoxication

GURUDEV SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR

Watch your thoughts at the level of the
mind when you are stuck. The same
thought comes to your mind again and
again. You wake up in the morning, and
the same thought hits you; you drink
your tea, and the same thought hits
you; you sit at the dining table, and the
same thought keeps bothering you. It
is like a gramophone needle caught in
a groove, repeating the same line
instead of moving forward. You 
have to lift that needle and place it on
the next groove.

You are so lucky to realize that you
are stuck in life, doing the same things
repeatedly-waking up, having break-
fast, going out, shopping. Recognizing
this monotony is itself a significant step.
Being stuck indicates that you have
already woken up from the slumber.

The mind tends to get stuck on one
event, and then, after some time, it gets
released. It is elastic, like rubber. It goes
back and forth, trying and struggling to
get rid of a particular thought. When
the mind gets stuck in one place, that
becomes the cause of worry.

You are stuck for a while, and then
you come out of it anyway. If you were
never stuck, you would never know
what freedom is. You realize, “Oh, I was
stuck. It was like a nightmare.”

You know a nightmare is a nightmare
only when you wake up. Even then, its
impact lingers. Your heart is still pound-
ing, and you are still perspiring. Instead
of fighting with yourself, simply 
wake up and say, “I was stuck. It is okay
to be stuck.” The moment you look at
it this way, that very moment becomes
transformative.

A closed mind says, “This is how it is.
I know it. That is it.” An open mind says,
“Maybe. Perhaps. I do not know.”

The moment you look at a situation
and label it, saying, “I know this is how
it is,” that is the beginning of your
problem. That’s when you get stuck.
Suffering is a product of limited knowl-
edge. Staying open to “maybe” and
“perhaps” is what allows that hold to
loosen, makes you flexible.

When a cloth is pure white, even a
speck of dust on it appears very big. In
the same way, the more subtle and
peaceful you become, the more small
disturbances will stand out in contrast.

If you are stuck with a problem, know
that you already have the capacity to
face it. You already have answers, so the
question appears in front of you. The
first step is to stop eternalising the
problem, so you stop attracting it
further into your life.

Never tell yourself that you are
always the one with problems, that you
are always stuck, that you are simply
unlucky, or that you always fall sick.
Such statements become a seed, a
sankalpa, planted deep in the mind.
When you say, “I will never succeed,”
or “I cannot do this,” you are planting
that very seed within yourself.

These are the weeds we need to
remove from the mind and replace with
trust in ourselves. The moment you

drop the judgments you carry about
yourself, trust begins to grow on its
own, and self-doubt gradually disap-
pears.

Our mind has two choices. One, it can
become like a photograph, retaining all
the impressions and emotions. You
click a photograph and the image
stays on the film. Another is you
become like a mirror. In a mirror, you
also see the picture. But the moment
you move, the picture disappears. The
picture doesn’t stick to the mirror. So
the whole journey is from being a pho-
tograph to becoming a mirror, you
don’t let events and their memories
stick in your mind.

A river needs two banks to flow. The
difference between flood and a flowing
river is that in a river, water flows in
between the banks. During floods, the
water is muddled and has no direction.
Similarly, the energy in our life needs
some direction to flow. If you don’t give
direction, it leads to confusion. Today
most people are confused because
there is no direction in life. When you
are happy, there is so much life energy
in you; but when this life energy
doesn’t know where to go, how to go,
it gets stuck. When it stagnates, it rots!
Just like the water has to keep flowing,
in the same way, life has to keep
moving. For life energy to move in a
direction, commitment is essential.

What is commitment? A commit-
ment is felt only when it oversteps con-
venience, since what is merely conve-
nient is not commitment at all. At the
same time, if you are too rigidly stuck
in commitment, and it becomes incon-
venient, you will feel frustrated and
unable to fulfil it in the long run.
Wisdom lies in striking a 
balance between convenience and
commitment.

If you are stuck in a kind of spider’s
web created by your own decisions,
know that there is another dimension
to life. Make a firm resolve: Come
what may, I am going to do it, I am
going to come out of the illusions
created by my own mind. No cobweb

can destroy you. After all, a cobweb is
just a cobweb; it cannot destroy
anybody.

When the mind is caught in a
whirlpool, three things will carry you
through: an unshakable faith that
someone out there cares deeply for
you, loves you, and will never let you
down; your daily practice; and the spir-
itual knowledge you have already
gained. These three-practices, knowl-
edge, and faith-will help you through
such moments.

This spiritual journey begins in rec-
ognizing the monotony of all the
routine activities we do. Once you see
it clearly, that very seeing becomes the
doorway to being more creative, light-
hearted and happier.

(Ranked amongst the fifty most influential people
in India, Sadhguru is a Yogi, mystic, visionary and a
New York Times bestselling author. Sadhguru has

been conferred the Padma Vibhushan by the
Government of India in 2017, the highest annual

civilian award, accorded for exceptional and distin-
guished service. He is also the founder of the world’s
largest people’s movement, Conscious Planet- Save

Soil, which has touched over 4 billion people)

(Sri Mata Amritanandamayi Devi, known simply as
Amma, is a spiritual master and humanitarian who

has given her darshan in the form of a motherly
embrace to more than 4 crore people. Listening to
the cries of the suffering, Amma leads an NGO that
reaches across more than 50 countries, working in
the areas of healthcare, disaster relief, education,

gender equality, and environmental restoration)

Do you feel stuck in life?
You are stuck for a while, and then you come out of it anyway. If you were never stuck, you would never

know what freedom is. You realize, “Oh, I was stuck. It was like a nightmare

POWERED BY DAIV BHAKTI

SPORTS CAN BECOME A
TREMENDOUS TOOL IN

BUILDING LEADERS. WE
HAVE SEEN THIS IN OUR
OWN EXPERIENCE WITH
ISHA’S RURAL SPORTS

PROGRAM AND VARIOUS
OTHER PROGRAMS IN ALL

OF WHICH SPORT IS AN
ESSENTIAL COMPONENT

“WHAT IS COMMITMENT? A COMMITMENT IS FELT ONLY WHEN IT
OVERSTEPS CONVENIENCE, SINCE WHAT IS MERELY CONVENIENT
IS NOT COMMITMENT AT AL”                                                 - GURUDEV   

IF YOU ARE STUCK IN A
KIND OF SPIDER’S WEB
CREATED BY YOUR OWN
DECISIONS, KNOW THAT

THERE IS ANOTHER
DIMENSION TO LIFE.

MAKE A FIRM RESOLVE:
COME WHAT MAY, I AM
GOING TO DO IT, I AM
GOING TO COME OUT

OF THE ILLUSIONS
CREATED BY MY 

OWN MIND

A TRUE LEARNER NEVER COUNTS THE YEARS OF LIFE; 
HE COUNTS THE LESSONS THAT MAKE LIFE WORTH LIVING
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Faith has always been the greatest asset of India’s 
temples. Their towering spires, ancient rituals and 
growing revenues all rest on one invisible foundation: 
the confidence of millions of devotees that every offering 

made before the deity will be treated with honesty and 
reverence. Once that confidence is shaken, the damage extends 
far beyond missing money. The alleged siphoning of donations 
from the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya has therefore become more 
than a criminal investigation. It has forced some of Uttar 
Pradesh’s most prominent temples to confront an 
uncomfortable reality: reputation is now as important as ritual.  

 In an era of instant communication, one scandal at a 
nationally revered shrine casts suspicion on every temple that 
depends on public donations. The differing responses of major 
temples reveal both the scale of the challenge and the choices 
before them. Shri Krishna Janmabhoomi in Mathura has 
tightened surveillance, strengthened cash-counting protocols 
and introduced additional layers of oversight over donation 
handling. Banke Bihari Temple in Vrindavan, however, finds 
itself consumed by a parallel battle over who should control its 
administration. At Bade Hanuman Temple in Prayagraj and 
Kaal Bhairav Temple in Varanasi, hereditary custodians have 
defended the traditional management model while warning 
against greater government involvement. Together, these 
temples illustrate that the debate is no longer confined to 
Ayodhya. It has become a statewide reckoning over trust, 
transparency and authority. Yet the larger question is not 
whether temples should be run by hereditary custodians or 
government-appointed bodies. It is whether either model can 
inspire public confidence through credible governance.  

 A poorly managed institution does not become trustworthy 
merely because it is supervised by the state. Equally, centuries of 
tradition cannot substitute for financial transparency when 
institutions receive crores of rupees in public donations. The 
irony is that stronger governance would ultimately strengthen 
the case for institutional autonomy. Temples that can 
demonstrate impeccable financial discipline leave little room for 
demands that outsiders assume control. Conversely, recurring 
scandals inevitably invite calls for greater external oversight, 
regardless of whether such intervention ultimately proves 
effective. The response of Shri Krishna Janmabhoomi suggests 
that robust internal safeguards are possible without 
compromising religious traditions. Other major temples, 
including Banke Bihari, Bade Hanuman and Kaal Bhairav, would 
do well to complement their defence of institutional autonomy 
with equally visible commitments to financial accountability.  

 Devotees are unlikely to judge temples by who manages 
them. They will judge them by whether every rupee offered in 
faith reaches its intended purpose. That is the real lesson of the 
Ayodhya episode. For India’s great temples, preserving faith now 
requires more than protecting sanctity inside the sanctum. It 
demands protecting integrity outside it. Ultimately, the greatest 
offering a temple can return to its devotees is not merely 
spiritual solace, but the assurance that their trust has been 
honoured with the same devotion with which it was given. 

Article 326 of the Constitution 
provides that elections to the Lok 
Sabha and State Legislative 
Assemblies shall be based on 

universal adult suffrage, implying that every 
adult citizen has an equal right to vote. 
Articles 81 and 82 further provide that the 
ratio between population and seats should 
be broadly the same for all states and hence 
needs adjustments after every census, 
implying that every vote across India shall 
have the same weight. 

Thus, representation in legislatures will 
be based on population, with each constituency 
representing more or less the same population 
~ hence the need for delimitation after every 
census and consequent readjustment of 
seats, which may or may not cause an 
increase in the total strength. This principle 
was followed initially, and the Lok Sabha 
strength went up from 489 in 1951 to 521 
after the 1971 census. After the creation of 
new states in the North-East and the 
bifurcation of UP, MP and Bihar, 22 more 
seats were added by amending the Constitution 
and the Representation of People Act, raising 
the strength to 543. 

But in 1976, during the period of Emergency, 
this strength was frozen under the infamous 
42nd Amendment Act, ostensibly to balance 
population equality with federal equity. 
Southern states were making better progress 
in population control through family planning, 
a national priority that became an obsession 
during the Emergency, and to encourage 
population control, it was stipulated that 
further delimitation would occur only after 
2000. The idea was simple: if a State could 
not control population, its relative representation 
in parliament would decline. In 2001, the 
84th Constitutional Amendment extended 
this freeze until the first Census after 2026. 
Now we are into it. 

The average population represented by 
one Lok Sabha member was only a million 
in 1971. By the next Lok Sabha election in 
2029, it would increase 2.7 times, but this 
increase would become extremely uneven 
between northern and southern states. Thus, 

an MP from Bihar, UP, Tamil Nadu, and 
Kerala would represent respectively 3.5, 3.1, 
2.7, 2.0 and 1.8 million people. This is a 
departure from the proportional representation 
principle. If delimitation is done according 
to the present Lok Sabha strength and the 
respective populations of states, Bihar and 
UP will gain about 10-11 seats each, while 
Tamil Nadu would lose 10-11 and Kerala 7-8 
seats. Southern states are naturally concerned 
about losing their political influence and 
voice in national policymaking, while northern 
states are clamouring for equal representation 
frozen since 1976. Any attempt to increase 
the Lok Sabha strength while allocating the 
seats based on population would be unlikely 
to allay the fears of the southern states 
about a possible redistribution of political 
influence towards the BJP-ruled states 
in the Hindi belt. 

In April 2026, the government introduced 
three related Bills in Parliament: Constitution 
(131st Amendment) Bill, Delimitation 
Bill, 2026, and the Union Territories 
Laws (Amendment) Bill. These bills 
proposed to increase the Lok Sabha 
membership to 850 by increasing each 
state’s representation by 50 per cent to 
815 so that no state would lose any seat, 
while keeping 35 seats for UTs. But it 
kept intact the existing proportion of 
each State and the inequality in their 
relative representations. The Bill did not 
constitutionally guarantee protection of 
states’ shares, and left it open for any 
Parliament in future to decide otherwise, 
for example, based on the population of 
a subsequent census. The government 
did not consult the opposition for a 
consensus, and the bills were defeated.

Perhaps it was introduced just to score a 
political point before the elections in West 
Bengal and Assam. But it opened up important 
constitutional questions, and experts have 
come up with many alternatives to address 
the concerns of both the North and the 
South, which include a pure population-based 
delimitation after the 2027 Census, a uniform 
increase in seats with protection of existing 
state shares, and hybrid formulas with 
population as the main criterion, but giving 
compensatory protection states with low 
fertility ratio,  or, as suggested by professor 
Amitabh Kundu, adding additional seats 
depending on the states’ respective shares 
in the population increase since 1971 to their 
existing numbers. While a pure population-based 

redistribution, though the constitutional 
default, has become politically contentious, 
the Centre would need wider consensus to 
proceed in the matter. But none of these 
alternatives address the fundamental 
constitutional questions, which are: (a) Does 
the 1976 freeze on seats imply that federal 
accommodation has become an enduring 
constitutional principle? (b) Why delimitation 
must achieve a balance between electoral 
equality and federal accommodation? and 
(c) Why states that have achieved low fertility 
deserve continued constitutional protection 
through enhanced parliamentary representation? 
Let us try to address these. 

First, the 42nd-Amendment freeze was a 
political compromise designed to address 

an exceptional historical 
situation. It never supplanted 
the underlying constitutional 
principle embodied in Articles 
81 and 82, and a temporary 
constitutional arrangement 
cannot become a permanent 
constitutional norm; it will 
only replace one distortion 
with another. 

Second, Constitutional 
debate is more complex than 
a mere balance between 
electoral equality and federal 
compromise; it deals with 
equality among states, but 
most importantly, equality 
among citizens. Lok Sabha 
is the House of the People, 
in which people, the citizens, 
are at the centre of democratic 
representation. Any departure 

from this undermines democracy. A citizen 
cannot possess greater parliamentary influence 
merely because his or her State successfully 
implemented family planning. 

Third, attaining low fertility, which was a 
national objective, indeed deserves recognition 
and reward, but it does not follow that the 
reward must come only through higher 
political representation and permanently 
enhanced voting power. A better way is to 
reward the states fiscally, thorough Finance 
Commission transfers or other mechanisms. 
Democratic representation, thus dissociated 
from development policy, can then offer 
better incentives. Besides, it would be unfair 
to penalise non-performing states ~ their 
inability does not necessarily reflect their 
unwillingness or inefficiency. Fertility is a 

product of many historical and structural 
factors, including economic development, 
female literacy, urbanisation, health infrastructure, 
infant mortality, etc. which often are not 
within a state’s control.   

Experts have pointed out that federations 
may be democracies, but they are also unions 
of states, and hence must balance democratic 
equality between citizens with federal equity 
among their constituent units. Federations 
usually find a way to achieve this balance, 
some even by giving asymmetric powers to 
some constituents, like Canada or Spain, 
while other federations achieve this through 
their federal legislatures. Thus, in the USA 
or Australia, the lower house, the House of 
Representatives, has members elected directly 
by citizens based on their populations, while 
in the upper house, the Senate, each state 
sends an equal number of representatives 
regardless of their populations (two in the 
USA, 12 in Australia). Other federations 
follow variants of this arrangement, but in 
all federations, the lower house representation 
is based on proportionality to population, 
while the upper chamber gives higher 
weightage and equal voting power to smaller 
states for this balance.   

In India, however, representation in the 
Rajya Sabha, made through the electoral 
college of all elected MLAs, is again linked 
to population, and hence cannot provide 
equal or near-equal representation to states. 
Thus, larger states get higher representation 
in both houses, instead of the Rajya Sabha 
acting as a counter-weight to the Lok Sabha 
to strike a balance. Unlike in other federations, 
our Parliament thus lacks a true federal 
character. If the Constitution has to be 
amended, why should it not change the 
Rajya Sabha to give equal representation to 
all states, instead of changing the Lok Sabha? 

I would strongly argue that proportionality 
in representation is an inviolable constitutional 
principle, and all delimitations must restore 
this proportionality, which has to be done 
gradually, over the next two or three delimitation 
cycles, to make it politically acceptable.  

But we must urgently reform representation 
in the Rajya Sabha to give greater federal 
powers to states with smaller populations, 
whether by equal representation or by 
weighted voting so that each state gets the 
same votes. Delimitation should also be a 
statutory mechanism, like the Finance 
Commissions, and not dependent on political 
discretion. 

It will be difficult to achieve a consensus, 
as the larger states would resolutely object 
to any dilution of their political powers, but 
the debate over delimitation is ultimately 
not about numbers but about the evolving 
idea of India. It is not a contest between 
North and South, nor a reward or penalty 
for demographic performance. A mature 
federation cannot indefinitely postpone 
democratic equality, nor can it ignore the 
legitimate concerns of its constituent states. 
The answer lies not in freezing history but 
in managing change through constitutional 
statesmanship and political consensus. It 
will be a test of the constitutional maturity 
of our federal republic. 

For someone who has been viciously 
trolled for an innocuous reel, 
Beauty Rani Pal, a headteacher 
of a primary school in Sylhet, has 

shown remarkable resilience. Recently, a 
video of her in a carefree mood roaming 
around her school against the backdrop 
of a popular Bangla ‘80’s number sparked 
virulent misogyny and moral policing. 
Soon after the reel was uploaded, several 
Facebook pages emerged to spread the 
video with vicious remarks. It was branded 
as “vulgar,” displaying “inappropriate 
behaviour” on the part of a primary school 
teacher. There were calls for an investigation 
into whether she had violated any code 
of conduct for government teachers. Yet, 
despite all this, Beauty has shown courage 
and refuses to be daunted by the onslaught, 
filing a general diary and naming the 
Facebook pages responsible for spreading 
the video to garner comments with the 

intention of humiliating her. 
In an unusual turn of events, the viral 

video, which was intended to crush her 
spirit and vilify her, also sparked an 
unprecedented level of solidarity from 
teachers of her own school and others 
around the country, as well as other 
netizens. Dozens of videos were posted 
using the same song in a show of support 
for Beauty and as a protest against 
cyberbullying. Later, Beauty, 
in a video message, expressed 
her gratitude to everyone for 
standing with her, including 
the state minister for education, 
who, when asked to comment 
on the matter, sharply retorted 
that there was nothing to 
discuss or criticise someone 
for listening to a song on a windy day. 

While this story may seem to have a 
somewhat “happy ending,” the whole 

incident underlines the various layers of 
hate in society towards women. Watching 
the reel, it is hard to understand what 
exactly these trolls found so objectionable. 
Was it because she wore a sari? Was it 
because she was a teacher and therefore 
an easy target? Was it because of her 
name? Or was it simply because she was 
a woman who looked like she was enjoying 
the weather and the song that complemented 

it? There is very little logic behind 
the acts of bullies, whether they are 
in the streets or in cyberspace. Women 
are the favourite targets because they 
can always be accused of immodesty, 
even for enjoying an old romantic 
song! Even during the 2024 uprising 
when the whole nation had united 
for a single cause, women protesters, 

especially the more vocal ones, were 
incessantly trolled on social media. The 
trolling continued when they showed 

political ambition, and it reached astonishing 
levels when women candidates were 
contesting the 2026 elections. 
Ultra-conservative religious groups who 
made no qualms about their disdain for 
women trying to enter the public space 
resurged in recent times, and weaponised 
religion to try to push women out. Moral 
policing became the dominant excuse 
for harassment and even physical violence. 

The new government has shown its 
disapproval of cyberbullying, especially 
of women, by announcing that it will 
form a dedicated cell to fight against 
cyberbullying and strengthen digital safety. 
A central mechanism will be created to 
respond to online harassment, particularly 
on social media platforms, to provide 
faster support to victims. It will include a 
24-hour hotline, an online reporting portal, 
and trained response teams to handle 
cyberbullying complaints.

Anthony Fauci, the controversial infectious disease 
specialist who became the public face of America’s 
Covid-19 response, invoked the Fifth Amendment 
before a US Senate committee in a decision that will 

inevitably become one of the defining images of America’s 
long-running reckoning with the pandemic. Legally, the choice 
neither establishes guilt nor delivers exoneration. Politically, 
however, it marks the point at which a public health crisis has 
fully transformed into a battle over institutional trust, 
accountability and historical memory. The pandemic was never 
merely a medical emergency. It exposed the strengths and 
weaknesses of governments, scientific institutions and 
democratic communication. As evidence evolved, official advice 
changed on masks, lockdowns, vaccines and the virus’s origins.  

 Scientific revision is neither unusual nor inherently suspect. It 
is the foundation of scientific inquiry. Yet the obligation to 
explain uncertainty with candour is equally fundamental. Public 
confidence is damaged not only by incorrect advice but by any 
perception that uncertainties were minimised or inconvenient 
evidence dismissed. The release of Fauci’s private diary has 
ensured that this debate will not disappear. The entries suggest 
that, early in 2020, he privately entertained multiple possibilities 
regarding both the virus's origins and its likely fatality rate 
before later expressing greater confidence in specific 
conclusions. Critics argue that these reflections differ from the 
certainty conveyed in public. Supporters counter that private 
deliberation naturally precedes public guidance during an 
unfolding emergency, when officials must balance incomplete 
evidence against the need to prevent panic and save lives.  

 Neither interpretation can be accepted without qualification. 
Policymakers are expected to make decisions before perfect 
information exists. Equally, democratic societies have every 
right to scrutinise whether those decisions accurately reflected 
the evidence available at the time. Accountability requires 
rigorous examination, not retrospective certainty or partisan 
score-settling. That distinction matters because the 
consequences extend far beyond one individual. Public health 
depends upon trust. Future outbreaks will again require citizens 
to accept disruptive measures based on expert advice. If political 
institutions appear more interested in criminalising scientific 
disagreement than uncovering facts, confidence in expertise will 
erode further. Conversely, if scientists appear resistant to 
legitimate scrutiny, scepticism will deepen regardless of the 
evidence. The unresolved debate over Covid’s origins illustrates 
this dilemma. Years after the pandemic began, competing 
hypotheses continue to command attention because definitive 
evidence remains elusive. That reality should encourage 
intellectual humility rather than ideological certainty.  

 Democracies are strongest when institutions acknowledge 
what is known, what remains uncertain and why conclusions 
may change. The pandemic claimed millions of lives and 
reshaped global politics, economics and public health. History’s 
judgment should therefore rest not on courtroom theatrics or 
partisan triumphalism, but on a sober assessment of whether 
governments, scientists and elected leaders communicated 
honestly, corrected mistakes transparently and remained 
accountable to the citizens whose trust they sought. The 
credibility of future crises may depend less on who wins today’s 
political battles than on whether that trust can be rebuilt.

Guarding  Trust 

The  Fifth  Test 

Proportionality in 
representation is an inviolable 
constitutional principle, and all 
delimitations must restore this 
proportionality, which has to be 
done gradually, over the next 
two or three delimitation cycles, 
to make it politically acceptable. 
But we must urgently reform 
representation in the Rajya 
Sabha to give greater federal 
powers to states with smaller 
populations, whether by equal 
representation or by weighted 
voting so that each state gets the 
same votes
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Overhaul  
Sir, This refers to the front page report, 

“LS passes anti-leak Bill amid uproar” (30 
July). The Public Exam inations (Prevention 
of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 
promises harsher penalties for irregularities. 
But the real problem lies in the National 
Education Policy’s obsession with the 
centralisation of admission tests. This fails 
to cater to the diverse talents of India’s 
youth. Centralisation invites opacity, and 
opacity breeds corruption.  

Furthermore, the National Testing Agency 
~ a registered society with alleged ties to 
coaching centres ~ is itself part of the 
problem. The government must address 
root causes rather than the symptoms if it 
wants to halt the erosion of students’ trust.  

India needs nothing less than a 
root-and-branch overhaul of its  
examination system ~ a task that requires 
educationists and administrators with 

proven expertise in educational reform.  
Yours, etc., S S Paul,  

Nadia, 30 July. 
 

Reassuring  
Sir, Today’s interim order passed by the 

Hon'ble Supreme Court to probe allegations 
of police excesses mark a reassuring and 
vital step toward safeguarding the democratic 
fabric of our nation. As the ultimate guardian 
of the Constitution, the highest court of the 
land continues to fulfill its solemn duty of 
upholding the fundamental rights of citizens, 
reinforcing the principle that no institution 
or individual is above the law. 

A democratic society derives its strength 
from the trust its citizens place in the 
administration of justice. While law enforcement 
agencies are entrusted with the immense 
responsibility of maintaining public order 
and safety, their authority must remain 
anchored within the boundaries of the rule 

of law. Power decoupled from accountability 
inevitably breeds abuse, eroding public 
trust and undermining the very foundations 
of a civil society. The proactive intervention 
of the Supreme Court reaffirms our collective 
faith that justice will always prevail, and 
that the rights of the individual will remain 
shielded against arbitrary overreach. It is a 
timely reminder that the preservation of 
democracy requires eternal vigilance ~ not 
just from the judiciary, but from every pillar 
of the state. 

Yours, etc., Prabir Kumar Pal, 
Kolkata, 28 July. 

 

Real test 
Sir, Apropos "After the Agitation" published 

today, the student movement over examination 
integrity has done what many elections 
could not. It has forced the political 
establishment to notice a generation that 
judges by results, not rhetoric. These young 

citizens are not driven by inherited ideologies 
or regional loyalties. They want fair exams, 
accountable institutions, and opportunities 
that are not stolen by systemic failure.  

This is not a passing storm. It is a quiet 
shift in how democracy works. Governments 
that rely solely on GDP growth to secure 
public trust are making a dangerous bet. 
Opposition parties that assume discontent 
automatically becomes votes are equally 
misguided. The new political temper is 
practical, impatient with excuses, and 
unwilling to accept mediocrity as normal. 

The real test lies ahead. Will the government 
respond with genuine reform or merely 
cosmetic fixes? Will this generation stay 
engaged after the protests fade?  

Durable change requires more than street 
mobilisation. It demands sustained participation 
in public debate, institutional oversight, 
and electoral choices.  

Yours, etc.,  K. Chidanand Kumar, 
Bengaluru, 30 July.
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News Items

HEADY DAYS 
 
N J RAVI CHANDER 
 

In the middle of the last century, club cricket 
in Bengaluru thrived with exhilarating 
matches played across five divisions: the 
Sub Metro, Metro, Nassur, MAT Acharya 

Shield, and Sir Mirza Ismail Shield. The city 
buzzed with pulsating energy as cricket enthusiasts 
flocked to iconic cricketing venues like the 
Railway Institute, Indian Gymkhana, New Fields, 
St. Joseph's Hostel Grounds, ITI, BEL, YMCA, 
Central College, and the historic RSI Turf Stadium 
to watch the action. The atmosphere was alive 
with antic ipat ion,  while  the  legendar y 
Chinnaswamy Stadium was still a dream waiting 
to come to life. 

Our team, Coles Cricket Club, well known in 
town, held net sessions at the vibrant Indian 
Gymkhana Grounds. Even though practice kicked 
off at 4 pm, we were all fired up and ready by 
3.30, rolling the pitch, laying out the mat, 
hammering the pegs into the ground, and setting 
up the nets like a well-oiled machine. With 
around 30 passionate players, our club had two 
fierce teams competing in different divisions, 
combining talent and camaraderie for an 
unforgettable experience.  

And get this - the subscription was an 
astonishingly low Rs. 5 a month. Collecting that 
tiny amount, however, was like herding cats; 
every player seemed to have a different excuse 
each month. But somehow, we always pulled it 
together. Those contributions went straight into 
the pot for brand-new cricket balls, pads, gloves, 
and all sorts of exciting gear. The thrill of the 
game was alive. 

On match days, the thrill began as we wheeled 
down on our bicycles through the vibrant city 
streets, the wind rushing past us like a roaring 
victory chant. With no motorbikes, cars or autos 
to ferry us to the maidans and back and our 
pockets empty, it was pure freedom. Our tiffin 
boxes, filled with delicious meals, became 
treasures we eagerly shared with our teammates 
during the lunch break. These moments were 
not just memories; they were bursts of joy that 
ignited our passion on the field. 

Our gear was straight out of a bygone era - no 
fancy belts or Velcro to keep our pads in place. 
Instead, we improvised with old shoelaces and 
bits of string, hoping they would not budge as 
we took off sprinting. With just one hard ball 
striking your shin, you quickly learned to keep 
those legs tucked well away. 

Helmets? Not a chance. We embraced danger 
as it came, enduring a barrage of knocks to the 
head, shoulders, and back while honing our skills 
to sway and duck just in time to avoid a rising ball. 
A well-placed bouncer could smack you right in 
the face, leaving you with a bloodied nose, but the 
thrill of the game surged through your veins, 
fuelling the warrior spirit within us all. 

The anticipation of waiting for the next day's 
newspaper was electrifying, especially knowing 
that if you played well, your name could be 
celebrated in print. The moment was pure magic 
as you carefully cut and preserved the article for 
posterity. A standout performance meant not only 
a mention on the coveted sports page but also the 
thrilling possibility of seeing your photo featured. 

What an incredible time that was!

CHAMBER MUSIC 

CONCERT BY 
CALCUTTA SCHOOL 
TO-MORROW 

The second chamber concert of the series 
arranged for the monsoon by the Calcutta School 
of Music is to be given in the Saturday Club on 
Monday evening. The first item, Brahms second 
Sextet for strings, is a fine example of his qualities, 
his singing melody, and his dexterity and resource 
in harmony and rhythm, and that refreshing 
manliness and sincerity which are the very 
atmosphere of Brahms. A selection Hum Schumann’s 
“Fairy Tales,” for two strings and piano, will be 
lighter fare. They are written in the free, lyric vein 
in which Schumann did so much of his best work. 
The other instrumental items are two violin 
solos— Wilhelm's transcription of the Prize Song 
from Wagner’s “Meister singer and the Intermezzo, 
based on Russian folk-songs, from Lalo’s second 
violin concerto. Miss Korb is to sing a group of 
songs by Air. Armstrong Gibbs, who is one of the 
most prominent among the younger contemporary 
composers in England. She will also conduct a 
glee party in glees by four English composers — 
Morley of the Sixteenth Century, Purcell, of the 
Seventeenth. Spofforth— whose “Hail Smiling 
Morn” is a good deal better known than his 
name— of the Eighteenth, and Air Julius Harrison, 
born in the Nineteenth Century and now a 
well-known conductor in England. 

 

FIVE KILLED 

AEROPLANES DASH 
INTO CROWD 
Berlin, Aug. 

Five persons were killed and seven injured at 
Heidenheim-Wertemberg, when an aeroplane, 
giving an exhibition flight, landed badly and 
dashed into the spectators. The pilot escaped 
with slight injuries.—Reuter.

ACROSS 
 

1    America cunningly 

infiltrated by a 

revolutionary 

communist 

brotherhood (11) 

7    Remarkable female 

born on the first of 

April (3) 

9    Song about 

imbibing orange 

juice and wine (5) 

10  Unwanted parts of 

European 

newspaper 

hoarded by 

enthusiasts (9) 

11  Sailor crossing lake 

saw tortoises 

avoiding the odd 

bird (9) 

12  Mad terrorists 

appearing from 

both directions 

with common end 

(5) 

13  Subtle daughter 

follows sister 

around a church (7) 

15  Associate with 

large tattoo (4) 

18  Dismissing one 

airman�s plan (4) 

20  Met seal migrating 

from 

Mediterranean 

island? (7) 

23  Toady caught 

aristocrat 

returning (5) 

24  Blooming popular 

record covered by 

Muse (2,3,4) 

26  Searched sedan car 

abandoned outside 

King�s Head (9) 

27  Banish from 

English team 

taking on the 

French (5) 

28  Not as many shorn 

sheep (3) 

29  Showman, put in 

army in Ecuador, 

deserted (11) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    The end of short 

article defending 

international 

society (8) 

2    Low rafter 

supports new 

illumination (8) 

3    Answer concerns 

area north of 

Connecticut  

(5) 

4    Spinning led to 

detective twisting 

muscle (7) 

5    Earl shamefully 

accepting fellow 

American�s knock-

back (7) 

6    Sensitive email not 

surprisingly is filled 

with love  

(9) 

7    Adversary cut 

story short in early 

stage of 

development (6) 

8    Hamper request to 

partake in wager 

(6) 

14  Excerpt infused 

with a loathing for 

theocratic state (9) 

16  Rabble-rousing 

second issue (8) 

17  Make out feature 

beneath women�s 

clothing (8) 

19  Covert offensive 

interrupted by 

yokel (7) 

20  Gypsy holding 

information about 

killer (7) 

21  Collect a working 

party�s report (6) 

22  Irishman joins 

church for spiritual 

experience (6) 

25  Some upstanding 

militiamen ended 

purge (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20

21 22

23 24 25

26 27

28 29
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NOW AND AGAIN

Last SundayÊs Solution

SANTHOSH MATHEW 
 

U.S. C oast  Guard Day, 
observed on August 4, 
comes at a time when the 
world’s attention is again 

focused on the Persian Gulf and 
the Strait of Hormuz. Rising tensions 
in the region have once again shown 
how closely maritime security is 
connected with energy, trade and 
global peace. The U.S. Coast Guard 
has a long history of protecting 
American waters, rescuing people 
at sea, preventing smuggling and 
helping ships in distress. Its role 
also reflects a larger reality of the 
modern world: the oceans are too 
important to be governed only by 
naval power. They need common 
rules accepted by countries. 

The most important international 
framework for this purpose is the 
United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea, or UNCLOS. It is 
widely regarded as the basic legal 
framework for the world's oceans. 
It covers navigation, territorial 
waters, maritime boundaries, fishing, 
seabed resources, marine pollution 
and the rights of coastal countries. 

The United States signed UNCLOS 
in 1982 but has not ratified it. The 
U.S. Senate has never approved the 
Convention. American objections 
have included the original provisions 
dealing with deep-seabed mining, 
international dispute settlement, 

military activities at sea and concerns 
about national sovereignty. The 
deep-seabed provisions were later 
revised through the 1994 Agreement. 

America’s position remains unusual. 
Although it is not a party to UNCLOS, 
the United States accepts many of 
its basic navigation rules as customary 
international law. Washington 
strongly supports freedom of 
navigation and regularly challenges 
maritime claims it considers excessive. 
The continuing tension in the 
Persian Gulf makes this issue 
especially important. 

The Gulf is a narrow and crowded 
maritime region surrounded by 
several countries. It contains some 
of the world’s most important oil 
and gas resources. The Strait of 
Hormuz connects the Gulf with 
the Arabian Sea and the wider 
Indian Ocean. It is one of the world's 
most important energy routes. Any 
disruption in the Strait can affect 
oil supplies, shipping costs, energy 
prices and economies far beyond 
West Asia. The impact can reach 
India, China, Japan, Europe and 
many other parts of the world. 

UNCLOS provides a basic system 
for managing maritime spaces. A 
coastal country can claim a territorial 
sea of up to 12 nautical miles from 
its baselines. It exercises sovereignty 
in this area, subject to international 
law and the right of innocent passage 
for foreign ships. 

Beyond the territorial sea lies 
the Exclusive Economic Zone, or 
EEZ, which can extend up to 200 
nautical miles. The EEZ is not an 
extension of national territory. A 
coastal country has special rights 
over natural resources such as fish, 
oil and gas, while other countries 
retain important freedoms of 
navigation and overflight. 

This distinction is particularly 
important in crowded maritime 
regions. A country cannot treat its 
entire 200-nautical-mile EEZ as 
territorial water. International law 
balances the economic rights of 
coastal states with the navigation 
rights of other countries. UNCLOS 
also provides rules for international 
straits, continental shelves, fisheries, 
marine environmental protection, 
scientific research and the peaceful 

settlement of maritime disputes. 
It has helped bring a degree of 
order to an ocean covering most of 
the planet. India is a party to 
UNCLOS and has a strong interest 
in maintaining this rules-based 
maritime order. India’s long coastline, 
island territories and vast EEZ 
make the law of the sea central to 
its national interests. 

India’s economic future is closely 
connected with the ocean. A large 
part of India’s international trade 
moves by sea. Energy supplies from 
the Persian Gulf are particularly 
important. Millions of Indians live 
and work in Gulf countries, making 
stability in the region important 
not only for India’s economy but 
also for millions of families. 

The Strait of Hormuz therefore 
has a direct connection with India. 
Any prolonged disturbance in the 
Strait can increase energy costs, 
affect shipping and put pressure 
on the Indian economy. The issue 
also has a wider strategic dimension. 
The United States is one of the 
world's most powerful maritime 
countries. Its Navy protects important 
sea lanes, while its Coast Guard 
performs vital functions related to 
maritime law enforcement, rescue 
and security. American participation 
in the international law-of-the-sea 
system would add greater weight 
to the rules that govern global 
maritime activity. The United States 

is not alone among countries that 
have not ratified UNCLOS. Turkey, 
Israel, Colombia and Venezuela are 
also outside the Convention, for 
different reasons. 

The American case attracts greater 
attention because of the country’s 
enormous economic, naval and 
global maritime influence. The 
present Gulf tensions show the 
importance of a predictable maritime 
order. Ships carrying oil, food and 
other essential goods cannot depend 
only on the goodwill of competing 
powers. They need internationally 
recognised rules. The sea connects 
economies even when politics divides 
countries. A conflict in the Persian 
Gulf can affect fuel prices in India, 
shipping companies in Asia and 
consumers across the world. 

U.S. Coast Guard Day therefore 
carries significance beyond America's 
maritime service. It is also an 
opp or tunity to  re cognise  the 
importance of safe seas, freedom 
of navigation and international 
maritime law. The future of the 
oceans cannot be secured by warships 
alone. It requires countries to respect 
maritime law, protect freedom of 
navigation and settle disputes 
peacefully. A peaceful sea keeps 
the global economy moving. A 
lawless sea can bring the whole 
world to a standstill. 

 
The writer is Professor, Centre for South Asian 
Studies, Pondicherry Central University.

GAJENDRA  SINGH 
 

The demolition of  a 
500-year-old Hindu temple 
in Noakhali, Bangladesh 
has come to light. The action 

was allegedly taken on the “orders” 
of Bangladesh Prime Minister Tariq 
Rahman. If  this incident had 
happened at a mosque in India, it 
would have probably drawn a barrage 
of reactions from the international 
media, human rights organizations 
and social media criticizing it as an 
atrocity on Muslims. 

It is natural in a democratic 
society to raise questions on the 
rights of any community and make 
governments accountable. But an 
important question is rarely asked, 
is the situation of Hindus, Sikhs 
and other religious minorities in 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan 
discussed with equal seriousness 
and sensitivity? If human rights 
are universal, then they should be 
evaluated on the same criteria for 
all countries and all communities. 

To find the answer to this question, 
it is enough to look towards Rawalpindi. 
Before partition, Rawalpindi was 
counted among the major temple 
cities of North-West India (present-day 
Pakistan), where many temples, 
dharamshalas and religious institutions 
were the centre of cultural and 
social life of Hindu society. 

The Lal Kurti Valmiki Temple is 
still in existence with limited religious 
activities, while the Maharishi 
Valmiki Swami Temple, Gracey 
Line, which was the centre of faith 
especially for the Dalit Hindu 
community, has long been in a 
dilapidated state. The Kalyan Das 
Temple at Kothari Bazaar, which 
was constructed in the nineteenth 
century, is now being used as a 
government school for visually 
impaired children. 

The historic Raghunath temple 
complex of Bagh Sardaran, which 

comprised three temples and two 
gurudwaras, has been closed for a 
long time. The Mahadev temple of 
Sarafa Bazaar has been partially 
converted into shops. The Ramlila 
temple at Kanak Mandi was used 
for other purposes after Partition, 
while the Mohan temple at Lunda 
Bazaar and the Ganesh temple at 
Urdu Bazaar are today abandoned 
or in ruins. In contrast, the Sri Krishna 
Temple at Sadar, built in 1897, is still 
in limited use today and is considered 
a symbol of the continuity of Hindu 
religious life in Pakistan. 

The present  condit ion of 
Rawalpindi's Hindu temples is not 
just a question of their renovation, 
but it is also a silent testimony to 
the gradual erosion of the Hindu 
faith ,  re l ig ious symb ols  and 
cultural-social heritage of this 
country after the partition of Pakistan. 

There is no difference in the 
situation in Bangladesh. An example 
of the challenges related to religious 
freedom in Bangladesh is that the 
construction of the 81-feet high Lord 
Shri Ram statue, built with donations 
of devotees in the Sri Sri Radha 
Govind and Kali temple complex 
located in Palashbari of Gaibandha 
(district), had to be stopped after 
almost 80 per cent completion due 
to threats from fundamentalist 
groups. The government is citing 
law and order issues to stop its 
construction and discussions are 
on to demolish the statue.

Since the ouster of Sheikh Hasina, 
there have been attacks on the Hindu 
community. In the name of communal 
tension, there were continuous 
attacks on temples, houses and 
business establishments. Minority 
youth Deepto Rai (Prince Rai) of 
Sunamganj district was accused of 
blasphemy through social media. 
Eyewitnesses termed the allegation 
as untrue or unproven, but as soon 
as the allegation became public, the 
police took action and the family’s 

house, livelihood and local temple 
were attacked. According to a report 
of the local human rights organisation, 
17 cases related to blasphemy were 
registered between January and 
June 2026, while 73 minority youth 
were arrested on such charges in 
2025. In many cases, arrests and 
mob violence begin even before 
digital forensic verification. 

Article 20 of Pakistan gives the 
right to every citizen to practice 
religion, Article 22 gives right to a 
person to receive religious education, 
Ar t ic le  26 and 27 prohibit 
discrimination and Article 36 deals 
with the rights of religious minorities. 
But on the other hand,  some 
provisions of the Constitution clearly 
give a Islamic character to the 
constitutional structure of Pakistan. 

Article 2 declares Islam as the 
state religion. Article 2A provides 
the constitutional basis for Islamic 
principles. According to Article 
41(2) only a Muslim can become 
the President of Pakistan. According 
to Article 91(3) it is mandatory for 
the Prime Minister to be a Muslim. 
Article 227 dictates that all laws 
shall be in accordance with the 
Quran and Sunnah. 

Within the same constitutional 
framework, punitive laws related 
to blasphemy also apply, which 
have been used against religious 
minorities, particularly Hindus, 
Christians and the Ahmadiyya 
community. Similarly, in Bangladesh, 
Article 2A declares Islam as the 
state religion, while also stating 
that followers of other religions 
will be able to practice their own 
religion. Thus, the Constitution of 
Bangladesh, on the one hand 
guarantees equal civil rights and 
religious freedom, and on the other, 
recognizes Islam as the state religion.  
This constitutional duality gives 
rise to debate on practical challenges. 

In contrast, India's constitutional 
model is different. The Constitution 

of India does not declare a state 
religion, but Articles 25 to 30 provide 
freedom to all citizens to practice, 
propagate and manage religion, 
while Articles 29 and 30 give special 
constitutional protection to religious 
and linguistic minorities to establish 
and operate their culture, language 
and educational institutions. 

Religious freedom in India is not 
only constitutional but also part of 
an institutional system. A provision 
of about Rs 3,350 crore was made 
in the Union Budget for the financial 
year 2025–26. Apart from this, the 
National Minority Commission, 
State Minority Commissions and 
Minority Welfare Departments of 
various states provide the institutional 
basis to this constitutional framework. 

The Waqf Board in India has more 
than 872,000 immovable properties 
spread over about 9.4 lakh acres of 
land. There are 700,000 mosques 
and 350,000 madrassas for about 
19 per cent Muslim population, about 
75,000 churches for 1.5 per cent 
Christian population and the number 
of church-affiliated educational 
institutions is about 50,000. 

In contrast, Pakistan and Bangladesh 
do not appear to have separate 
constitutional protections for the 
Hindu community, a comprehensive 
institutional framework or dedicated 
ministries for education, cultural 
preservation and development of 
religious heritage, and budgetary 

arrangements comparable to India. 
This is why while discussing minority 
rights in South Asia, a comparative 
assessment  of  their  actual 
implementation, institutional support 
and state commitment - rather than 
just constitutional declarations - 
is also necessary. The future of 
South Asia requires that religious 
freedom be elevated from political 
discourse to a universal human 
right. Be it temple, mosque, gurudwara 
or church, the security of every 
place of worship is equally important. 
Violence against any religious 
community, forced conversion, 
occupation of religious places, or 
social media-based mob justice 
must be equally opposed. 

The real test of human rights is 
not that we protect the rights of our 
own community, but that we protect 
the rights of every community with 
equal commitment. The path to 
lasting peace and social trust in 
South Asia also passes through this 
principle. The credibility of human 
rights is proved when justice is done 
not on the basis of the identity of 
the victim, but on the basis of 
principles. If religious freedom in 
South Asia is truly a universal value, 
then it must be evaluated with the 
same sensitivity, the same ethics 
and the same standards for all 
countries and all communities. 

 
The writer is a public policy analyst.

Religious freedom must be basic 
human right in S Asia

Amid Gulf tensions, the sea needs rules
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Why the ‘return’ of PoK
may be less than ideal 

Did BJP just lose
the middle class?
Delhi CM Rekha 
likely to face axe

T
he student protesters at Jantar
Mantar have gone home after the
Narendra Modi government
bought peace with them by

accepting their key demand for the resig-
nation of Dharmendra Pradhan but the
disquiet in the Bharatiya Janata Party
continues to linger. The ruling party lead-
ers are trying to ascertain the long-term
political impact of the protests led by
angry, outspoken and irreverent stu-
dents. For a change, many of them are
openly saying the protest could have been
handled better. Party insiders do not hes-
itate to point out that the government
should have settled matters amicably by
reaching out to the protesters much earli-
er. Besides worrying about how the care-
fully crafted image of the party has taken
a beating, BJP leaders are concerned that
the fire lit by the protests is reaching
their homes as their own children are
sympathetic towards the protesters. It is
also feared that the party could end up
alienating a large section of the middle
class if the government takes harsh
action against the students as, in many
cases, their parents are BJP 
supporters.

Besides brooding over the fall-out of
the recent student protests, the BJP
ministers and MPs are on tenter-

hooks over the much-talked about
Cabinet reshuffle which appears immi-
nent after Dharmendra Pradhan’s resig-
nation. While ministers are hoping they
are not axed or moved to inconsequential
ministries, those outside are waiting to
get their foot into the door. According to
the political grapevine, the performance
of BJP chief ministers is also on the cards
and changes are not ruled out. The per-
formance of Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan chief ministers is said to be
lacklustre while Haryana’s Nayyab
Singh Saini and Maharashtra’s Devendra
Fadnavis are considered to be in the safe
zone. With Punjab Assembly elections
coming up next year, several Punjabi
leaders in the BJP are pinning their
hopes on replacing Delhi chief minister
Rekha Gupta whose record has not exact-
ly been impressive.

Last week’s Lok Sabha debate on the
anti-paper leak bill witnessed some
interesting scenes. The breakaway

faction of Trinamul Congress MPs who

have merged with a little-known regional
outfit — the National Citizens Party of
India (NCPI) — finds itself in an awkward
situation. The rebels have been recog-
nised as a separate group by Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla but they continue to be
listed as Trinamul Congress MPs in par-
liamentary records for all official purpos-
es as the NCPI is not a recognised party.
Predictably, there is palpable
tension between the breakaway group
and the original Trinamul MPs. This was
on display during last week’s debate
when the more senior and eloquent MPs
like Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, Satabdi Roy
and Saayoni Ghosh didn’t want to partic-
ipate in the debate as they feared inces-
sant heckling from their former col-
leagues. As a result, the group picked
Sharmila Sarkar as its lead speaker. The
Trinamul Congress fielded Abhishek
Banerjee to send out a clear signal to the
deserters, who complained about his
style of functioning, that Mamata
Banerjee’s nephew is there to stay.

And then there was an awkward
moment when Opposition and BJP
MPs clashed last week at the main

entrance of the new Parliament house.
While Opposition members kept up
chants of “chanda chor” to highlight the
theft of donations at the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya and also drew attention to the
police action against student protesters,
the ruling party MPs countered it with
slogans hailing Dharmendra Pradhan. It
was during this shouting match that
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra came face-to-face
with Sushmita Deb, a one-time member
of Rahul Gandhi’s core team who first
jumped ship to join the Trinamul
Congress and then moved on to 
the BJP. Priyanka looked Sushmita in the
eye and shouted “Nehru chor nahin hai”.
A visibly embarrassed Sushmita was ini-
tially taken aback but recovered suffi-
ciently to put her arm around 
Priyanka’s waist, saying, “I think we
need to move on.”

The season’s mango party hosted by
Lok Sabha MP Shashi Tharoor at
his Lodhi Estate residence last week

was attended by a galaxy of politicians,
diplomats, media personalities and, not to
mention, many wannabes. The party
drew a full house but the debate in the

Lok Sabha played spoilsport as Congress
MPs were unable to make it because
Rahul Gandhi was scheduled to partici-
pate in the debate on the anti-paper leak
bill around the same time. Among those
who put in an appearance included
Congress MP Karti Chidambaram and
party office bearers Major Dalbir Singh
and Captain Praveen Davar. But the pres-
ence of Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, Trinamul Congress MP Derek
O’Brien and BJP’s Jay Panda compensat-
ed for the absence of senior Congress
leaders. However, Delhi’s humid weath-
er proved to be a dampener, both literally
and figuratively. The best of chiffon
sarees and halter tops were soaked in
sweat. Ditto for the men in suits and
Nehru/ Modi jackets. As for the food,
there were plenty of mangoes but the long
queues put off many guests while the
chaat and pav bhaji proved to be a poor
substitute for lunch. Several 
well-heeled guests rushed to the India
International Centre to partake of more
substantial fare.

AAnniittaa  KKaattyyaall is a Delhi-based 
journalist

INVALID ARGUMENT
Recently, the Centre told the
Supreme Court that the Prime
Minister’s post has a “sancti-
ty” and his choice of chief
election commissioner or
election commissioners can-
not be distrusted. Therefore,
the Chief Justice of India’s
exclusion from the election
panel cannot be faulted. This
argument seems to attach a
rider to universally accepted
democratic principles of
adopting the separation of
powers and avoiding conflict
of interest. The rider suggests
that no conflict will arise
regarding the interests of a
person holding a sanctified
post, one so protected that no
democratic principle or prac-
tice can touch it. Yet such a
post suits a monarch or a dic-
tator well, but not a Prime
Minister in a democracy.

SSuujjiitt  DDee
Kolkata

FONT OF CLARITY
DDEEMMOOCCRRAACCYY is measured  less by the
ritual of elections and more by how
patiently a society listens between them.
The vote at 18 is not a mere state conces-
sion: It is recognition that those inherit-
ing the future must help shape it today.
The activist on campus would  be tomor-
row’s scientist, judge, entrepreneur and
legislator. Governments would do well to
view today’s protester not as an adver-
sary, but as the prospective custodian of
the Republic. Students have been histo-
ry’s earliest conscience and fount of
uncompromised idealism.  To  cherish
that spirit is to ensure a nation’s perpet-
ual renewal. Let us dip into youth’s
moral clarity that springs, unfiltered and
uncompromised,  and is so essential to
democracy. 

RR..  NNaarraayyaannaann
Navi Mumbai

NEW HORIZONS
DDOOUUBBLLEE  OOLLYYMMPPIICC medal winner
Neeraj Chopra won the silver medal with
a season-best throw of 85.83m, while
Yashvir Singh clinched the bronze with a
personal best of 85.41m, giving India a
memorable double podium finish in
javelin throw at Glasgow Common-
wealth games. The javelin legacy is in
safe hands. And Asmita Day and Harsh
Singh claimed gold in their 48 kg and 60
kg category respectively in judo. India
has won medals in judo but a top finish
always eluded it. With silver medals in
long jump, high jump, 10k m and triple
jump, India has touched new horizons in
track and field and achieved its best ever
Commonwealth Games medal haul.
Their success is a matter of great pride
for the nation. And it will inspire young
children to take up these sports.  

BBaall  GGoovviinndd
Noida, UP

Anita Katyal

LETTERS

Subhani

Aneighbour — I’m not going to offer any information that might enable him to
find himself here — arrived at home in a celebratory mood one afternoon in

July. “You seem to be having a good day,” I said.
“Yes, yes,” he said. “This is a happy day for all of us.”
I looked out of the window. It was sunny: we were preparing for drought.

“Why?” I asked.
“Because Pakistan is breaking up!” he announced. “They will undergo what

they wanted us to!”
Whatever trouble there is in Pakistan has a habit of spilling over into India. I

kept quiet, thinking perhaps that this neighbour knew something I didn’t. I settled
him down and brought him a drink. Prita refused to join us. “The man’s nuts,” she
said. “I don’t want to talk to him.”

So I was shrinking at the thought of spending a drink with this man when I was
saved by the bell: the doorbell. On the doorstep stood Murthy and Raghavan and
a bottle of Scotch, and they couldn’t have come at a better time!

Prita emerged from her shell. “I want to see Murthy and Raghavan take this guy
apart,” she whispered.

Soon we were all seated, with finger food and drink, and after the introductions
I told Murthy and Raghavan that the neighbour was here to celebrate the breakup
of Pakistan.

“They might be breaking up,” said Murthy, “but why are you celebrating?”
“Because Akhand Bharat is coming,” said the neighbour — let’s call him BB, the

initials of my nickname for the man — “and we will see the return of our old
glory.”

“Are you talking about POJK?” asked Raghavan, “and the JAAC’s 38-point list
of demands?”

“Yes, yes,” said BB. “But there are other things. There is unrest in Balochistan,
and in Khyber Paktunkhwa. These two will separate, and then even Sindh will go,
and only Pakistani Punjab will be left of the old Pakistan!”

From the way he was dropping the names of parts of Pakistan he seemed to
know what he was talking about.
“How do you think that’s going to
happen?” asked Murthy.

“I don’t know,” said BB, “but the
stars say it will happen, and I believe
them!”

“What stars?” asked Raghavan.
BB pointed at the sky. “All the ones

that matter,” he said. “Jupiter and
Saturn and Rahu and Ketu… We
have the star positions of the
Mahabharat repeating themselves.
So there will be war soon, and we
will win, and Akhand Bharat will
once again be a dharmic nation!”

“Do you know how many people
died during and just after the
Mahabharata war?” asked Raghavan.

“A lot,” said BB, “but I don’t know exactly. It’s not mentioned.”
“It is,” said Raghavan. “Only 12 major figures survived the war, and, if we go by

the text itself, nearly four million soldiers were killed, including the ones massa-
cred the night after.”

“It was all for dharma,” replied BB. “It was worthwhile. After all, it cleansed the
earth.”

Murthy sat up. “You said that the stars tell of another war,” he said. “Do you
mean to say we’re going to see lots of people dying in the near future? Millions?”

“In the next six or seven years,” said BB. “There will be World War, not just
European war like in the past! China will break up. They are hiding their prob-
lems from the rest of the world but the problems will only grow. Pakistan will
break up. The Bangladeshis will be in big trouble because they irritate India!”

“So how do you think Akhand Bharat will form again?” asked Murthy.
“All those people who seceded will ask to come back again!” said BB. “The war

will weaken them and they will do a ghar wapasi! They will want to be part of
Bharat!”

“Do you know what happened in Kashmir after the Soviets left Afghanistan?”
asked Raghavan.

“Yes,” replied BB. “The troubles in Kashmir started then.”
“Most of the people who caused the troubles in Kashmir were from POJK,” said

Raghavan.
“So what?” asked BB.
“Those people are still there,” said Raghavan. “If we allow them to rejoin India,

all those people, and the weapons they’ve stockpiled, will be part of India. It’s
going to be like hugging a nest of wasps! Is that what you want?”

“I’m sure we’ll find a way to deal with all that,” said BB. “We dealt with
Kashmir, didn’t we?”

“Right” said Murthy. “Have you heard of a place called Mirpur?”
“Of course!” said BB. “It’s only about a hundred kilometres from Islamabad, in

the southern part of POJK.”
“Yes,” said Murthy, “and do you know its commonest nickname?”
“No,” replied BB.
“They call it ‘Little England’,” said Murthy. “And do you know why?”
“No,” replied BB, smiling. He didn’t know Murthy. We did, so we, too, were smil-

ing. “Because lots of Mirpuris settled in Britain, mostly doing simple jobs, like
driving cabs,” said Murthy.

“Honest workers!” said BB, “Like all Indians.”
“Have you heard of the Rotherham grooming scandal?” asked Murthy.
“Of course!” said BB. “It demonstrates the bias of the West! The police didn’t

investigate the crime because they were afraid of being called Islamophobic!”
“Well,” said Murthy, “All those cabbies in the Rotherham and related scandals

are Mirpuris. So, we’ll have to call them ‘Indian grooming gangs’, not ‘Pakistani
grooming gangs’.”

BB put his unfinished drink on the table with a bang and rose to go. “I don’t have
to listen to your nonsense!” he said as he left.

Murthy took a long slow draught of his Scotch. “And we don’t have to listen to
yours!” he said softly, but his prey had already departed.

SShhaasshhii  WWaarrrriieerr is an author and a columnist

I
n the parliamentary
elections of 2014,
Nitish Kumar’s JD(U)
got just two seats out
of 40. I was with him

when he decided to resign
as chief minister and take
moral responsibility for
the debacle. Soon the news
spread, and party leaders
and MLAs thronged his
residence to persuade him
not to do so. The JD(U) still
had a comfortable majority
in the state Assembly, and
there was no compulsion
for Nitish to resign. But he
was adamant. An unsus-
pecting Jitan Ram Manjhi
then became CM.

What Nitish Kumar did
was a matter pertaining to
politics. But the principle
is the same: Authority and
accountability are insepa-
rable..  A public office is not
merely a privilege but a
burden of responsibility. A
minister is not expected to
resign only when he has
personally committed an
illegality, or when an
inquiry had established
his direct culpability. He
could resign because some-
thing grave had gone
wrong in the department
he headed.

Constitutionally, the
position is clear enough.
The Council of Ministers is
collectively responsible to
the Lok Sabha, and indi-
vidual ministers hold
office during the pleasure
of the President, in prac-
tice on the advice of the
Prime Minister. But con-
stitutional accountability
is only the minimum
requirement. There is also
a moral and political
accountability which can-
not be reduced to a clause
in the Constitution. A min-
ister is entrusted with a
portfolio because he is pre-
sumed capable of exercis-
ing supervision over it. If
that system suffers a cata-
strophic failure, the minis-
ter cannot simply say: I did
not personally do it; some
subordinate officer did.

That was once under-
stood in India, and there

are many such examples
in our democratic history.
The most celebrated
example is Lal Bahadur
Shastri. As railway minis-
ter, he offered his resigna-
tion after the Mahbub-
nagar accident in 1956, in
which more than a hun-
dred people died. Prime
Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru initially persuaded
him against it. But after
the Ariyalur railway disas-
ter later that year, which
killed over a hundred peo-
ple, Shastri resigned. He
had not caused the acci-
dent. Yet he believed that
as the minister responsible
for the grave failure, he
had to bear moral respon-
sibility. His resignation
became one of the defining
examples of political pro-
bity in independent India.

T.T. Krishnamachari
resigned as finance minis-
ter in 1958 in the aftermath
of the Mundhra scandal,
involving the controver-
sial investment of LIC
funds. The issue was not
that Mr Krishnamachari
had personally enriched
himself. The larger ques-
tion was whether the min-
ister could disclaim
responsibility for the func-
tioning of his ministry. He
could not.

V.K. Krishna Menon
resigned as defence minis-
ter in the aftermath of
India’s disastrous perfor-
mance in the 1962 war with
China. Again, resignation
was not a judicial verdict
of personal guilt. It was an
acknowledgement that the
person at the apex of a cru-
cial ministry could not
indefinitely remain insu-
lated from the conse-
quences of institutional
failure.

Madhavrao Scindia, as
civil aviation minister,
resigned in 1992 after the
crash of a leased Russian
aircraft, although there
was no loss of life. The res-
ignation was accepted.
Nitish Kumar resigned as
railway minister after the
Gaisal train disaster in

1999, in which nearly 300
people died. The resigna-
tion was an explicit accep-
tance of moral responsibil-
ity. Mamata Banerjee did
something similar in 2000
after the Howrah-Amritsar
Mail accident in Punjab, in
which more than 40 people
were killed. She said she
regarded it as her moral
duty to resign. Prime
Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, however, did not
accept her resignation.

Union home minister
Shivraj Patil and
Maharashtra chief minis-
ter Vilasrao Deshmukh
resigned after the grave
security failures responsi-
ble for the Mumbai terror
attacks of November 2008.
explicitly owning moral
responsibility. The higher
the office, the greater the
obligation to answer for
what happens under one’s
watch.

The Prime Minister is, of
course, constitutionally
entitled to decide whom he
wants in his Cabinet. A
minister’s resignation can-
not become a weapon that
the Opposition brandishes
after every administrative
failure. Nor should minis-
ters be sacrificed merely
because a political adver-
sary demands it.
Government cannot func-
tion if every accusation
automatically becomes
grounds for dismissal.

But the opposite extreme
is equally dangerous: The
notion that a minister
should remain in office
unless a court, investiga-
tive agency or parliamen-
tary committee establishes
personal culpability. That
reduces ministerial ac-
countability to merely the-
ory. Democracy requires
something more.

A minister is not a
bureaucrat. Bureaucrats
administer; ministers lead,
supervise, defend policy
and accept political resp-

onsibility. If a system fails
spectacularly, it is hardly
sufficient to suspend a few
officials and announce a
committee of inquiry. The
minister must ask himself
whether his continued
presence strengthens pub-
lic confidence in the sys-
tem or weakens it.

Which brings us to
Dharmendra Pradhan.
The Neet-UG controversy
was not a minor adminis-
trative inconvenience. It
involved allegations of
paper leaks, irregularities
and compromised exami-
nation procedures affect-
ing the future of lakhs of
young Indians. The educa-
tion ministry itself was
compelled to order investi-
gations; the NTA’s conduct
came under intense scruti-
ny; and the Supreme Court
had to intervene in the
matter.

The issue, therefore, was
not whether Mr Pradhan
personally leaked a paper.
That would be a wholly dif-
ferent question, to be deter-
mined by investigation
and law. The question was
whether the minister res-
ponsible for the country’s
examination architecture
should accept political and
moral responsibility when
that architecture spectacu-
larly failed. It was unfortu-
nate that for very long Mr
Pradhan did not, because
resignation in such cir-
cumstances is not an
admission of criminal
guilt. It is an affirmation of
accountability.

Instead, the prolonged re-
fusal to accept the moral
dimension of the contro-
versy conveyed an altoge-
ther different message,
that responsibility would
travel downward, to the
National Testing Agency,
officials and bureaucrats,
but need not necessarily
travel up to the minister.

Dharmendra Pradhan
has finally done the right
thing by resigning. But the
question that will persist
is: Why did he take so long?
For his own image, and of
the government, he should
have done so much earlier.
Public office is not a shield
against accountability; it is
the reason accountability
exists.

The writer is an author,
diplomat and 

former member of
Parliament (RS)

Pavan K. Varma

It was unfortunate that
for very long Mr
Pradhan did not accept
moral responsibility for
the failure, because
resignation in such 
circumstances is not
an admission of 
criminal guilt. It is an
affirmation of 
accountability.

Resignation of Pradhan:
What took him so long?

Chanakya’s View

Political 
Gup-Shup

Police watch as workers clear a road blocked by
protesters after clashes in Muzaffarabad, PoK, on
Saturday amid the local assembly elections

AFP
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W
ritten in dialogue
with Ritu Menon,
Indira Jaising’s
recently published
memoir chronicles

over five decades of her engage-
ment with the law, while simulta-
neously tracing the evolution of
constitutional rights in postcolo-
nial India. The book compellingly
embodies the feminist dictum that
“the personal is political”.
Jaising’s experiences of displace-
ment, gender discrimination and
professional struggles are not
merely individual narratives but
sites through which larger consti-
tutional, feminist and democratic
questions are articulated. On the
other hand, her feminist legal
vision reshapes constitutional
interpretation by challenging
assumptions of legal neutrality
that obscures structural inequality
based on gender, caste, class, reli-
gion and sexuality.

Jaising conceptualises the

Constitution as a site of belonging.
Drawing upon her family’s experi-
ence of displacement during the
Partition, Jaising concedes there
was no geographical terrain that
she could call home. Instead, the
constitutional idea of inclusivity
and unity within diversity, the idea
of rights guaranteed to citizens
irrespective of caste, class, creed
and gender, became her personal
space, a home to return again and
again. This formulation resonates
with contemporary debates on con-
stitutional morality vs majoritari-
an politics. The Constitution
emerges not as a static legal text
but as a dynamic and contested
framework whose vitality depends
upon continuous public engage-
ment and institutional 
accountability.

Departing from the conventions
of chronological autobiography,
the book unfolds through discus-
sions of landmark legal cases, per-
sonal experiences, and political

struggles. This conversational for-
mat checks self-celebration and
allows personal experience to illu-
minate broader questions concern-
ing justice. The duo revisits sever-
al landmark legal
struggles on issues
ranging from gender
justice, sexual harass-
ment, domestic vio-
lence to labour rights,
environmental protec-
tion minority rights
and citizenship. Rather
than treating these
cases as isolated judi-
cial achievements,
Jaising demonstrates
how strategic litigation
founded on interpreta-
tion of the
Constitution has func-
tioned as a means of
expanding democratic
rights for the marginalised com-
munities. For her, litigation and
social movements have always
remained intertwined. The
Sabarimala case is discussed as a
pivotal moment where the
Supreme Court affirmed women’s
right to enter the temple, fore-
grounding constitutional morality
over religious exclusion. The
Rupal Bajaj case is highlighted as a
landmark in recognising sexual
harassment as a violation of digni-
ty. The debates around NRC and

CAA are examined as instances
where questions of selective citi-
zenship challenge the inclusive
vision of the Constitution. Jaising
also emphasises that justice must

remain independent of
religion, that constitu-
tional principles cannot
be subordinated to faith-
based norms in a secular
democracy.

Finally, the book
reflects on the challenges
faced by the judiciary
post-2014. The increasing
pressures on judicial
independence, the threat
to collegium system of
recruitment, the manip-
ulative rostering of cases
to the favoured judges
and the shrinking space
for dissent — all these
endanger the future of

the hard-earned autonomy of judi-
ciary, notes Jaising. The role of
judiciary in safeguarding constitu-
tional values is being jeopardised.
This is what makes the book a
politically timely contribution. It
demonstrates that constitutional-
ism is a continuous practice of
democratic resistance sustained
through legal activism, feminist
politics and civic engagement.

SSaattaabbddii  DDaass  is an author, trans-
lator, teacher and feminist

Fiery memoir locates role of law
Satabdi Das

review

There’s a lot going on in
Shuma Raha’s novel,
The Sea has the An-

swers. In Kolkata, the Me-
Too hashtag attaches itself
to a senior advertising prof-
essional to the possible detri-
ment of his career and his
family. In a small seaside
town, the guru of an ashram
rapes a local teenager, but
because of his strong politi-
cal connections, nobody ex-
pects any kind of justice to
be done, not even the filing of
an FIR. And in that same
town, when a young inves-
tigative journalist makes
some headway amongst the
rumours about the ashram,
he’s threatened, because of
his Muslim name, with mob
violence and worse.

Right at the centre of all
this is Urmi Das. A woman
who played little part in
instigating the drama sur-
rounding her but is caught
in it anyway. Married to the
advertising agency CEO
accused of sexual harass-
ment and rape, and jolted by
his infidelity and misuse of
power, Urmi is spending
time at the seaside home she
inherited from her grandfa-
ther to figure out what she
wants to do now. There,
because she has some expe-
rience of registering FIRs
due to volunteering with a
shelter for abused women in
Kolkata, she is drawn into
helping the violated teenag-
er and her family. Having
rediscovered her sexuality
with the journalist, she now
finds herself vulnerable to
the vindictive supporters of
the guru because of her
married status and his reli-
gion. On top of this, her 17-
year-old daughter wants
Urmi to come back home
despite being old enough
and savvy enough to under-
stand why her mother might
not want to. Meanwhile,

Urmi’s closest friend can
offer her nothing but the
direst warnings regarding
women who live alone.
Wherever Urmi looks, it
seems she has little personal
agency. And while she
acknowledges that by just
drifting along in her mar-
ried life, she did put herself
in that situation, she is also
certain that’s not how she

wants the rest of her life to
play out.

With all these issues knot-
ted together, it’s difficult to
imagine that this novel will
not grab attention. And it
isn’t clickbait material –
Shuma Raha tells a genuine-
ly good story that moves at a
brisk pace even as it gives
each problem the scrutiny it
deserves. But – and this is a
big but – the focus on the
issues often turns pedantic,
making the novel sometimes
seem more like reportage
than a story about some-
thing that could happen to
you and me. Because of this,
there is no sense of that sat-
isfaction you feel when you
finally turn the last page of a
great book.

KKuusshhaallrraannii  GGuullaabb  is a free-
lance editor and writer who

dreams of being a sanyasi
by the sea

When your man is hit
by the #MeToo wave

Those Sunday pavement worlds of wonder

For older readers, this book is pure
nostalgia, for it harks back to
times when books were rare and

precious. Old books spread out on the
pavement near Flora Fountain on
weekends, old books on staircases off
Church Street and on platforms in
Chickpet in Bangalore on Sundays… A
whole generation of middle-class city-
dwellers got their reading at places like
these. Every city had a street or neigh-
bourhood where you could spend your
Sundays with books without having to
empty your wallet for them. There
were the weekday shops — Shop
Number 42, Shankar Market, for exam-
ple — or book fairs such as the ones at

Delhi’s Pragati Maidan, but the
Sunday markets were the ones that
mattered. For the middle-aged, born in
the 1970s and 1980s, in a coun-
try not quite as poor as it was
before the economic reforms of
the early 1990s, this book trig-
gers memories. 

Delhi had the biggest and
most varied of these Sunday
book markets, and the most
notable Sunday book market
was in Daryaganj, the
‘Daryaganj Sunday Patri’. Few
would be more qualified to
write about this than Prof
Kanupriya Dhingra, whose
PhD thesis was on Daryaganj’s
parallel book culture.

Dhingra traces the genesis and
growth of this market from the 1950s,
not long after Independence, when pub-
lishers began to set up shop in Dar-
yaganj market, an old commercial hub
in Shahjahanabad, the capital of the
Mughals. There were few shops to be-
gin with, but as literacy grew, so did the

need for books. But books were expen-
sive, and hence the demand for cheap,
used books. The growth in universities

in the 1950s and 1960s and
even after pushed the
growth spiral ever out-
wards and upwards.
Small vendors turned up
and set up stalls for sec-
ond-hand books, growing
until they occupied a kilo-
metre of pavement in the
Sunday market.

Perhaps the most imp-
ortant thing about this
market — more so, per-
haps, than similar mar-
kets in other cities — is
that it shaped Delhi’s

reading habits over the decades. In 2019
it shifted from its original venue, Netaji
Subhash Road, to Mahila Haat. And the
crowds kept coming.

But things are no longer the same.
There are digital books, digital lib-
raries, that offer convenience and ease
of reading: no missing pages, no words

blurred by stains, no dog-ears… Yet
there are those who come despite the
ebooks, including a student who finds
reading on screens a strain. Besides, he
finds that using paper books increases
his attention span, a crucial ability for
a student, or perhaps anyone.

But vendors there, like vendors
everywhere, come for profit. Their
experience counts. They know publish-
ers, authors, titles. Like cynics, they
know the price of every book they
carry, but perhaps not its value. That
drives the market.

Dhingra’s writing is a bit academic,
but clear enough, and competent.
Perhaps the progress of the digital age
will, over the years, stamp out the very
notion of a second-hand book. But even
then, this book will carry the memo-
ries of many generations of readers
who found their lives shaped by cheap,
accessible books on crowded Sunday
pavements.

SShhaasshhii  WWaarrrriieerr is an author and a
columnist
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WORLD
50 TERRORISTS

ARRESTED IN
PAK’S PUNJAB

GUNMEN SHOOT
DEAD CLERIC IN 
N-W PAKISTAN

PPeesshhaawwaarr,,  AAuugg..  11:: Unidentifi-
ed gunmen killed a Pakistani
cleric in the country’s northw-
est Khyber Pakhtunkhwa pro-
vince, police said on Saturday.

According to the police, the
incident occurred on Friday in
Birmal tehsil of South Wazir-
istan district when the armed
assailants attacked the cleric
identified as Maulana Muham-
mad Ismail, who is also a local
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl
group (JUI-F) leader.

No group or individual
immediately claimed responsi-
bility for the attack.

Police said motorcycle-borne
attackers opened fire on Ismail
after Friday prayers, killing
him on the spot.

Investigations are underway
from various angles to deter-
mine the motive and those
involved in the incident, they
added.

The deceased was also serv-
ing as a teacher at a religious
seminary in the area.

LLaahhoorree,,  AAuugg..  11:: More than 50
terrorists belonging to multi-
ple outlawed organisations
were arrested in Pakistan's
Punjab province in over a two-
month crackdown, police said
on Saturday.

According to a statement
issued by the Punjab Police’s
Counter Terrorism Departme-
nt (CTD), 419 intelligence-
based operations were con-
ducted across various districts
of the province in response to
heightened terrorism threats.

The arrests were part of effo-
rts to dismantle hostile netwo-
rks, it said. The CTD said the
54 arrested individuals belong-
ed to various terrorist groups,
including Islamic State, Al-
Qaeda, Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, Te-
hreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, Sip-
ah-e-Sahaba. They were arres-
ted from Lahore, Rawalpindi,
Gujranwala, Faisalabad,
Jhelum, Sargodha, Mianwali,
Bhakkar, Sahiwal, Mandi
Bahauddin, Pakpattan and
Bahawalpur, it said.

SHORT TAKES
Deadly strikes rock Kyiv as
Ukraine sinks Russian ship
Zelenskyy appeals for Patriot air defence systems to ward off attacks
KKyyiivv,,  AAuugg..  11:: Russian att-
acks on Kyiv and its sub-
urbs killed 10 people early
on Saturday, officials said,
as Ukrainian drones sank
a huge Russian container
ship in the Black Sea.

The exchange of strikes
comes amid a prolonged
lull in US-led talks aimed
at ending the conflict,
Europe’s deadliest since
World War II.

Both Moscow and Kyiv
have escalated long-range
attacks on each other in
recent weeks, with Russia
more than doubling its
use of missiles last
month, according to an
AFP analysis.

Civilian casualties in
Ukraine have meanwhile
soared to their highest
since Russia invaded in
2022, according to UN
human rights monitors,
with Kyiv pressing its
allies to provide more air
defences.

In a statement on social
media, Ukrainian Presid-
ent Volodymyr Zelenskyy
appealed for supplies of
Patriot air defence sys-
tems, Kyiv’s only effective
counter against Russian
ballistic missile attacks.

“It is this shortage of
ballistic missile intercep-

tors that only encourages
Russia to launch such
attacks that take human
lives,” Zelenskyy said in a
post on X.

More than 30 people
were wounded in Satur-
day’s attacks on Kyiv,
which struck five districts
of the city, Ukrainian
authorities said.

Among the buildings

damaged was the embassy
of Lithuania, with the
Baltic country’s foreign
minister publishing
images appearing to show
a cracked door and dam-
aged light fixture.

AFP journalists report-
ed hearing more than 10
explosions in a row early
Saturday, triggering car
alarms on the streets.

In Kyiv’s eastern Darn-
ytsky district, the attacks
damaged multiple buildi-
ngs and vehicles, with
authorities reporting 7 pe-
ople killed and 14 wound-
ed. Two people were killed
and eight were wounded
in the Solomiansky dis-
trict, where strikes dam-
aged a five-storey residen-
tial building. — AFP

Smoke rises above residential buildings following a Russian ballistic missile strike
on Kyiv on Saturday that damaged vehicles and left debris on the roads. — AFP

ZELENSKYY SEEKS
STARLINK USE FOR
STRIKES ON RUSSIA
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  AAuugg..  11::
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy has pit-
ched President Donald Tr-
ump and other American
officials on helping Ukra-
ine win permission from
tech titan Elon Musk to
use his Starlink satellite
communications system
to guide strikes inside
Russia.

The push for expanded
use of Starlink comes as
Zelenskyy looks for alter-
nate ways to mitigate the
need for US Patriot air
defence systems to thwart
the steady barrage of Ru-
ssian missile and drone
attacks on Ukrainian terr-
itory. The interceptors are
in shorter supply as the
US and Israeli war again-
st Iran continues to rage,
and Trump on Friday app-
eared to back away from a
recent commitment to
give Ukraine a licence to
produce them. Zelenskyy
made the request to Tru-
mp in an Oval Office mee-
ting this week.  — AP

Mountaineer Purja
killed in avalanche
SSkkaarrdduu  ((PPaakkiissttaann)),,  AAuugg..  11::
Renowned mountaineer
Nirmal Purja died with
other team members in a
powerful avalanche in Paki-
stan, his climbing company
confirmed on Saturday, aft-
er rescuers recovered the
remains of three climbers
from the 10-strong expedi-
tion during a high-altitude
search.

The avalanche struck on
Thursday, cutting off con-
tact with the international
expedition led by 43-year-
old British-Nepali climber
Purja on Broad Peak in
northern Pakistan.

“It is with profound sad-
ness and immense heartbr-
eak that we confirm that
Nirmal Purja tragically
lost his life following the
avalanche on Broad Peak,”
Purja’s company Elite Exp-
editions said on social
media. “We have also
received confirmation that
other members of the expe-
dition sadly did not sur-
vive,” it added.

The remains recovered so
far — flown by helicopter to
hospital for formal identifi-
cation — included an
American woman, an
Omani woman and a Nepali
man, the regional govern-
ment said in a statement
released on Friday night.

Purja, who served with
Britain’s Brigade of Gurkh-
as before joining the Spec-
ial Boat Squadron of the

Royal Marines, broke mul-
tiple climbing records since
becoming a full-time moun-
taineer and tour guide.

Nepal’s Prime Minister
Balendra Shah offered his
condolences over the “trag-
ic” deaths of Purja and the
other climbers, which he
said “has shocked us”.

“The physical journey of
all the deceased climbers...
has been interrupted, but
the history of their coura-
ge, dedication, and contri-
butions will always remain
inspiring,” Shah said in a
statement on social media.

Police in the mountainous
northern Gilgit-Baltistan
region said in a statement
that high-altitude porters
and rescue teams were car-
rying out a second day of
the operation on Saturday
after the search was paused
due to difficult weather
conditions a day earlier.

Rescuers and military hel-
icopters had been scouring
the area and teams stayed
at the base camp.  — AFP

Activists oppose Puerto Rico’s $2-bn luxury development
SSaann  JJuuaann,,  AAuugg..  11:: Puerto
Rico’s government has
authorised construction of
a $2 billion luxury develop-
ment in the island’s south-
west region that environ-
mentalists have decried,
warning it would strain
the US territory’s resou-
rces and threaten wildlife. 

The project known as
Esencia would be built on
2,000 acres in the coastal
town of Cabo Rojo. It
would include 500 luxury
hotel rooms, 1,200 private
residences, two golf cours-
es, an equestrian centre, a
school from kindergarten
to 12th grade and a 24/7

medical centre, among
other things. 

Global investment firm
Reuben Brothers and real
estate development compa-
ny Three Rules Capital
said on Friday that more
than 75 per cent of the
project would be dedicated
to conservation and green
space, including restoring
roughly 33 acres of wet-
lands and rehabilitating
coastal dunes and man-
grove ecosystems. They
also said the development
would be entirely powered
by renewable energy and
would have its own water
and energy infrastructure. 

Hotel brands joining the
project so far are Manda-
rin Oriental and Rosewood
Hotels & Resorts. Environ-
mentalists decried the ap-
proval, which Puerto Ric-
o’s Adjunct Board of the
Permit Management Offi-
ce issued on Thursday. 

The approval was shared
with The Associated Press
on Friday. 

“We are going to fight
this in every forum possi-
ble,” said Braulio Qu-
intero, executive director
of the Puerto Rico-based
Institute for Socio-Ecolog-
ical Research. He is among
those opposing the project. 

Quintero criticised offi-
cials for approving con-
struction “without a pub-
lic hearing, without gov-
ernmental transparency”. 

Quintero also called on
the developers to face Pue-
rto Ricans. “These individ-
uals must be subjected to
public scrutiny,” he said.
“These are serious threats
to our sustainability as a
people.” 

The developers have stre-
ssed that they will protect
the environment and uph-
old public access to the be-
ach. They noted that the
project is expected to gen-
erate 17,000 jobs. — AP

●● RENOWNED MMOUNTAIN-
EER Nirmal Purja died with
other team members in a
powerful avalanche in Paki-
stan, his climbing company
confirmed on Saturday, aft-
er rescuers recovered the
remains of three climbers
from the 10-strong expedi-
tion during a search.

2,000 
acres area of the project
known as Esencia, to be
built in the coastal town

of Cabo Rojo.

500
luxury hotels. 

75% 
of the project

would be dedicated
to conservation

and green
space.

● 2 golf courses.
● 1 equestrian centre.
● 1 school from kinder-

garten to 12th grade.
● 24/7 medical centre.
● 33 acres of wetlands to

be restored.

1,200
private residences.

We are going to fight this in
every forum possible. These

individuals must be subjected to pub-
lic scrutiny.”

— BRAULIO QQUINTERO,
Opponent of the project
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Sandip Das, Alka Jena & Pallavi Das

O
DISHA is the holy land of Lord
Jagannath — one of the four
holiest shrines (dhams) of Hin-
dus in India — situated in the
sacred city of Puri. Odisha is

also home to more than 7,000 temples across
its expanse, like lotus petals rising from the
earth, with over 500 or more existing in the his-
toric ‘City of Temples’ — Bhubaneswar itself.

At the living temples of this divine land,
ancient stones speak, incense swirls, holy
chants rise, conch shells trumpet, and the
air is filled with the fragrant grace of bhogas
from sacred kitchens.

The temples of Odisha stand not merely
as relics or places of worship from the glori-
ous days of the ancient Kalinga Empire —
they are living hearts that pulse with devo-
tion, myth, and mystery, immersing
generations of Odias. 

The shrines hum with rituals older than
empires and with recipes that are believed
to have been passed down by the gods. 

In Odisha, the gods do not feast in isola-
tion. They eat what their people eat — sea-
sonal, soulful, and shared with love. And
in every offering made, whether on a
banana leaf or in a temple corridor, the
divine and the human become indistin-
guishable. Temple traditions are inter-
twined with the daily lives of people, most

certainly their cuisine.

POETIC DIVINITY IN STONES
The temples of Odisha
are poetry in stone,
standing as proud testi-

mony to the skill and
grandeur of Kalinga

temple architecture
— a distinct sub-

style of Indian Nagara style temple architec-
ture, prevalent in North India. The architec-
tural style is characterised by the distinct
grammar of elements or deulas (Odia term for
temple tower structures). 

Rekha deula is a square plan with a curvilin-
ear tower associated with deities like Vishnu,
Surya, and Shiva. The main and tallest struc-
ture in the middle in Kalinga style is the
Shikhara, a towering spire intricately carved
above the sanctum sanctorum. It dominates
the skyline and is constructed with tiers sym-
bolising the layers of reality that the devotee
must transcend to reach the Divine. 
Pidha deula is also a square plan but is topped

by a pyramidal tower built in tiers, often used
for jagamohanas (outer halls for devotees).

As temple architecture
flourished, distinct halls
were created and
added. The sanctuary
that housed the idol
was called the Garba
Griha, the dance hall
the Nata Mandira,
and the space
for receiving

blessed offerings or bhoga (also called
mahaprasad at the Jagannath Temple) to the
pilgrims was known as the Bhoga Griha, situat-
ed next to the temple kitchen. 

The Khakhara deula is a barrel-shaped tow-
er built over a rectangular plan, dedicated to
goddesses like Chamunda and Durga.

The walls of the temples are adorned with
carvings and motifs, adding to the architec-
tural beauty and spiritual significance.
Deities in graceful poses, celestial musicians,
mythical creatures, and scenes from every-
day life — all narrate stories of faith, mythol-
ogy, and the vibrant society that built them.
The temple entrances or gates are guarded
by a pair of fierce lions called the Singha
Dwara, a semblance of which can be seen in
some of the Far Eastern cultures influenced
by Odisha’s ancient maritime voyages.

TEMPLE KITCHENS TO HOMES
Odisha’s temple cuisine dates back over
1,000 years and is closely linked to the Jagan-
nath cult and Vaishnavism. The connection
between Odisha’s temples and its food is
profound. The emphasis is on purity, sim-
plicity, and the use of fresh, local ingredients.
Some iconic temple foods that have found

their way into Odia households include
anna, dalma, besara, khechudi,

kanika, pitha, and kheeri.
— Excerpted from

‘The Orissan’, 
with permission

from Penguin 
Random House 
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Divine feast
In Odisha, temple traditions are intertwined with the daily lives of people
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Jena and Pallavi Das. 
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Padam Parkash Bhojvaid

N
OT every guardian carries a
weapon, wears a uniform or
receives a medal. Some spend an
entire lifetime serving in silence,
asking for neither recognition

nor reward. Yet when they are gone, empti-
ness settles over the landscape they once pro-
tected. A few days back, Kaziranga National
Park lost one such guardian. Joymala, one of
India’s most distinguished patrol elephants,
died at the age of 66 after more than three
decades of dedicated service with the Assam
Forest Department.

Her passing marked not just the end of an
elephant’s life, but the closing of a remark-
able chapter in the enduring partnership
between humans and elephants that has safe-
guarded forests for generations.

Long before drones, GPS devices and ther-
mal cameras entered the vocabulary of
wildlife management, elephants were the
forester’s most dependable companions.
From the colonial era to the present day,
trained camp elephants have formed an inte-
gral part of forest management across Assam,
Karnataka, Kerala, Uttarakhand and several
other states. They have carried forest staff
through dense forests, swamps, floodplains
and steep hills where no vehicle could ven-
ture. They have tracked elusive wildlife,
assisted in anti-poaching patrols, rescued
stranded villagers and wild animals during
floods, helped capture injured or rogue ele-
phants for treatment, and transported sup-
plies into inaccessible terrain.

Their immense physical strength made
them invaluable, but it was their intelli-
gence, composure and uncanny ability to
understand both humans and the forest that
made them truly exceptional. Technology
can never replace the trust forged over the
years between a mahout, a forest guard and
an elephant — a bond built not through com-
mands, but through patience, affection and
mutual confidence. Joymala represented the
very best of this proud tradition. For 34 years,

she carried generations of forest guards
across the tall elephant grass and marshes of
Kaziranga, silently becoming a partner in
the protection of rhinos, tigers and ele-
phants. To those who rode her, she was nev-
er merely a working animal. She was a trust-
ed colleague whose instincts often sensed
danger long before humans did.

The world came to know of Joymala
through a remarkable photograph taken in
2004. During a routine patrol, a tiger leapt dra-
matically over her back. The image became
an international symbol of Kaziranga’s
untamed wilderness. While the world
admired the tiger’s daring, foresters admired
something else — Joymala’s composure. She
neither panicked nor bolted. She stood firm,
allowing her riders to remain safe. That quiet
courage defined her life.

I was reminded of this remarkable quality
during an unforgettable encounter in 2018
with a wild elephant family in Sri Lanka’s
Yala National Park. As our safari vehicle stood
motionless, a protective matriarch walked
purposefully towards us. She gently inserted
her trunk into the vehicle and examined each
of us from barely a few inches away. We sat
frozen, conscious that she possessed the
strength to overturn the vehicle with effort-
less ease. Yet after satisfying herself that we
posed no threat to her family, she quietly

turned away and disappeared into the forest.
That evening taught me a lesson no textbook
on wildlife behaviour ever could. Elephants
are not inherently aggressive; they are
extraordinarily perceptive. They assess, they
judge and, more often than not, they choose
restraint over violence.

Their immense strength is matched by
remarkable emotional intelligence. Joymala,
though a trained patrol elephant, possessed
that same calm wisdom. When Joymala
died, the Assam Forest Department accord-
ed her a ceremonial Guard of Honour — an
uncommon but deeply appropriate tribute.
It acknowledged a simple truth: service
knows no species. Joymala’s footprints may
have disappeared from the grasslands of
Kaziranga, but her legacy will continue to
echo through every successful patrol and
every rhino that survives because dedicated
guardians, both human and animal, stood
watch together.

The forests will remain. New elephants will
follow old trails, and the work of conserva-
tion will continue. Yet Joymala leaves behind
something far more enduring than any mon-
ument of stone: a safer wilderness and a
timeless reminder that the noblest service is
often performed quietly, without applause.

— The writer is a retired Indian 
Forest Service officer

Joymala, one of India’s most distinguished patrol elephants, died recently

The gentle giant of Kaziranga

A forest official
performs the
last rites of
Joymala, whose
instincts often
sensed danger
long before
humans did. PTI

The main and
tallest structure

of Ananta
Basudeva
Temple in

Kalinga style is
the Shikhara,a
towering spire

intricately
carved above
the sanctum
sanctorum.

More than 
56 types 
of food items
are served to
Lord Jagannath
(famously called
the Chhappan
Bhog) six times
a day.

The revered
Jagannath
Temple kitchen
(Rosha Ghara)
has 32 rooms
with 320
earthen ovens,
600 cooks and
400 assistants
who prepare
the Lord’s food
in around 
700 pots. 

On festival
days, they can
feed up to
100,000
devotees and
on other days,
between
50,000 and
100,000.

The
food in the

temple kitchens is
cooked in traditional
earthen pots without

onions, garlic, or
spices like chilli. 
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Sadaf Hussain 

I
HAVE always believed that breakfast
is the most personal meal of the day.
Lunch is negotiation and dinner is
duty, but the morning is intimate. I
want, at that hour, only the people I

actually like around me. So, when I read
that Jawaharlal Nehru ran much of his
inner life over breakfast, I felt an odd kin-
ship with a man I never met.

That connection is what Purabi Shridhar
and Sanghita Singh chase in ‘The Prime
Minister’s Table’. The two journalists
walked into the kitchens of India’s PMs,
from Nehru to Narendra Modi, talking to
family, friends, staff and chefs about food.

At Teen Murti, the first meal was almost
always a family affair — porridge, cereals,
eggs and toast, with the occasional invited
guest. Dr Karan Singh, who first met
Nehru in 1947, remembered how he “often
liked meeting people over breakfast, espe-
cially those he was fond of”. That last
clause is the whole thing for me. Nehru
called you over because he wanted your
company before the day turned into a
country’s worth of problems. And what a
country it was in those first years — free-
dom barely arrived, Gandhi assassinated
within six months, refugees pouring
across a raw new border, whole regions
short of grain. He held it together, and still
found the morning hour for a violinist one
day and a biologist the next. The diplomat
K Shankar Bajpai recalled the roll call:
“One day it would be Yehudi Menuhin, the
next Sir Julian Sorell Huxley.” Two guests

at most, so the conversation could breathe.
I read that and thought, yes, that is exact-
ly how the morning should be spent.

What draws me in most is his courtesy
and mannerisms. Dehradun journalist Raj
Kanwar, who first met him as a rookie in
the 1950s, said Nehru was “polite and cour-
teous to a fault”. “I never heard him
address anyone as tu; he would always say
aap. Even the waiter and the cook who
served him at the Circuit House were
accorded due courtesy.” A Prime Minister
who says aap to the cook is telling you
something no speech could. He had a tem-
per, but a revealing one: he “would tolerate
big blunders but would lose his temper at
some inane idiocy”. Kanwar also sensed
that behind all the crowds, Nehru was a
lonely man, and I guess a lonely man pro-
tects his mornings.

An office note from 1956 is almost comic
in its precision: “The Prime Minister is not
used to spice and chillies at all. When he
eats meat, he does so sparingly and has far
more vegetables. He likes a full vegetarian
meal.” Coffee with hot milk in the morn-
ing, weak tea in the afternoon. Here was a
Harrow and Cambridge man who could
have eaten anything, now running a coun-
try learning to feed itself, tilting towards
planning, self-sufficiency and state-led
socialism. Austerity was not a fad; it was of
a piece with politics. Two small stories tell
me more than any policy. Once, on a 12-
hour train ride in 1950, this man who rose
at 4.30 am got no morning tea until one
stop before his destination. As the book
puts it, he “neither flared up nor repri-
manded anyone”. And at a Teen Murti
dinner for new MPs on the lawns, he saw
slum children who had climbed the
boundary wall to watch the guests eat. He
picked up his plate, walked over, and
handed it to a young boy. At once, every
MP gave up his plate too.

His table was UP-Kashmiri: dum aloo,
khatti tarkari, roganjosh. And then there
was the mango. We all know the Ghalib sto-
ries, the poet who could put away dozens,
who loved the fruit past all reason. Now I
know Nehru’s version too. His nephew
Gautam Kaul once admitted that he ate
mangoes with a knife from the side.
Nehru called him over, a langra on his
plate, and taught him the asli way: cut it
around the centre, twist into two roundels,
scoop the flesh, suck the seed. “He said
mango is an Indian fruit and the English

wouldn’t be able to teach you. Until your
hands have juice streaming down, you
haven’t eaten a mango.” From prison,
years earlier, he had written to his sister:
“It is a delight to eat langra again.”

There is an important gap, too, between
what a PM serves and what he eats. At a
UAE banquet in 2015, chef Sanjeev
Kapoor laid out a lavish Indo-Arabic
spread crowned by a royal Gujarati thali,
but Narendra Modi quietly ate the plain
Abu Dhabi vegetarian dishes instead, say-
ing that to know a country, you must eat its
food. That same year, on his visit to the Par-
liament canteen, he ate a normal vegetarian
thali, with palak, rajma, dal, rice and a tan-
doori roti, for ~29.

If a plate can show restraint, it can also

hold memory. And the deepest memory
our kitchens carry is of Partition. IK
Gujral, born in Jhelum, kept a Punjabi
table that began not with breakfast but
brunch — “they never had breakfast”.
Manmohan Singh, born in Gah in what
became Pakistan, carried a lost world with
him, the masalewala chicken whose
recipe “was lost with uncle”. He once said
he dreamed of a day one could “have
breakfast in Amritsar, lunch in Lahore and
dinner in Kabul”. 

The book is at its best here, saving voices
that are vanishing. It is more a scrapbook
than analysis, warm rather than argued, but
that is its charm. You finish it feeling you
have had tea in these houses.

— The reviewer is an author and chef

What’s on the PM’s table

Kavitha Iyer

E
VERY August, it is customary to
return to Jawaharlal Nehru’s
immortal words: “At the stroke of
the midnight hour...” Josy
Joseph’s ‘Birth of a Nation: The

Twenty-One Days That Made India’
reminds us that Independence had been
won, but nationhood was still a work in
progress. Nearly two-fifths of the country’s
territory and a quarter of its people still lived
in more than 560 princely states, many still
undecided, some declaring themselves
independent nation-states. 

That unsettling premise powers this rich-
ly researched and immensely readable
account of the tumultuous weeks surround-
ing Independence. Joseph argues that while
history has made the birth of modern India
appear inevitable, it was anything but. The
newly independent nation stood on the
brink of fragmentation, the threat coming
not from the departing British, but from
rulers with private armies, foreign connec-
tions, wealth and, in some cases, dreams of

sovereignty. “Across the Dominion, the
lights of celebration burned bright while in
the shadows, a few princes were still plot-
ting,” he writes, in a line that perfectly cap-
tures the mood of the book.

Joseph is an award-winning investigative
journalist, and it shows in the best possible
way. He reconstructs those anxious weeks
with the pacing of an investigative thriller.
There is palace intrigue, last-minute betray-
als, attempted assassinations, secret negotia-
tions, and rulers playing India, Pakistan and
Britain off against one another. The familiar
cast — Nehru, Patel, Mountbatten — is joined
by intelligence officers, civil servants, politi-
cal fixers, forgotten intermediaries. 

This widening of the lens enables nation-
building to emerge not as the achievement
of a handful of towering personalities, but of
an entire ecosystem of negotiators and
administrators. The chapter ‘The Forgotten
Team’, for instance, reconstructs the cre-
ation of the States Department and the cen-
tral role played by VP Menon in devising the
strategy that would ultimately prevent the
Balkanisation of India. 

The reporting and archival depth are for-
midable. Joseph and his research team
mine the National Archives, private collec-
tions, university repositories, regional
archives, correspondence between rulers
and British officials, and recently declassi-
fied documents. 

In another writer’s hands, this could have
become dry constitutional history. Joseph
instead writes it like political espionage.

Here, the princely states were not merely
constitutional problems waiting to be solved
but living worlds shaped by vanity, privi-
lege, excess and drama. With a reporter’s
eye for detail, Joseph lingers over ornate
palaces, bespoke Rolls-Royces, Bentleys,
Duesenbergs and Alfa Romeos; over
maharajahs, their mistresses and private
scandals that reveal the culture of feudal
power more vividly than official memoran-
da. This humanises what could’ve been a
parade of agreements and negotiations. 

One of the book’s most memorable
episodes is not set in 1947 at all. Joseph
recounts the sensational murder of a wealthy
Bombay resident in 1925, attacked along
with his then-pregnant mistress. The crime
led to allegations against the court of
Indore’s ruler. The ensuing scandal, includ-
ing testimony from a former royal mistress,
eventually forced the ruler’s abdication. It is
an extraordinary story; it illuminates the
political and social world inhabited by
princely rulers. 

Again and again, Joseph dismantles the
illusion that history moved inexorably

towards the India we know today. The book
is replete with moments underscoring how
politically fluid India was in 1947. Joseph
notes the curious convergence of the Hindu
Mahasabha and the Muslim League, other-
wise bitter antagonists, both defending the
right of princely states to resist integration. 

The wealth of archival discoveries, colour-
ful personalities and dramatic episodes occa-
sionally threatens to overwhelm the central
narrative. It is a minor reservation in a work
whose ambition is to restore complexity to a
defining moment of modern Indian history.

Joseph ends by observing that Indepen-
dence marked the beginning of “an unparal-
leled human experiment”. This book reveals
that moment’s anxieties and uncertainties.
It reminds us that India did not simply
emerge at midnight on August 15, 1947. It
had still to be imagined, negotiated and
painstakingly assembled. 

That we now take its map for granted is
perhaps the greatest tribute to the forgotten
men and women whose story Josy Joseph
tells so compellingly.

— The reviewer is a journalist

THE PRIME MINISTER’S TABLE: DELICACIES
AND DIPLOMACIES FROM THE ERA OF

NEHRU TO MODI
by Purabi Shridhar & Sanghita Singh.

Amaryllis. 
Pages 322. ~1,499

BACKFLAP

GOOD NEWS, BAD NEWS
by Maya Sharma.

Westland.
Pages 330. ~799

Maya Sharma’s over 30 years in televi-
sion news coincided with the rise, and
what could be considered the fall, of this
relatively young industry. As a senior
reporter for NDTV’s Bangalore bureau,
she covered politics, disasters, art and
entertainment, human-interest stories
and sports. This book is also an evalua-
tion of how journalism works today. 

BIRTH OF A NATION: THE TWENTY-ONE 
DAYS THAT MADE INDIA

by Josy Joseph. 
Westland.

Pages 264. ~799

Constitutional history told as an investigative thriller

Seeing Socrates in new light 
Roopinder Singh

H
OW do you solve a problem
like Socrates? How do you
pen an account of a man
whose writing does not sur-
vive? How do you write about

a philosopher whose works are unavailable
but widely quoted, forming the basis of
much of Western philosophy? How do you
construct the life of a person whom most
scribes have seen as they want him to be?

We all know Socrates, and we don’t know
him. Widely considered among the wisest
men in history, a statement attributed to him,
asserting that he is wise enough to know that

he does not know, is one of the
famous sayings passed down
through centuries. He dangerous-
ly drew his fellow Athenians into
debate, exposing their preconcep-
tions and opinions.

Instead of constructing yet anoth-
er portrait of the person, Vijay
Tankha allows us to form our own
— through the writings of his con-
temporaries and those who came
later. We all know Plato, his most
famous student. This book also
acquaints us with the others, such
as Aristophanes (Socrates’ con-
stant companion), Diogenes Laer-
tius (who wrote a history of Greek

philosophy), Xenophon (Socrates’ associate).
Passages from their works inform us,

including one where he wears sandals and
explains why! Starting with his life and
times, we see the man as reflected in various
accounts; the charges of impiety against him
and his own behaviour, which was devoted to
piety and ethical living; his obedience to the
laws to the extent that, following his death
sentence, he refused to escape from prison
even when his friends arranged it.

Love, as the author says, is one thing that
Socrates affirms he knows about: “There are
at least two different words that differentiate

erotic from non-erotic (filial) love. Eros, the
god of love, gives his name to the former, as
does his mother Aphrodite, while ‘philos’
does duty for affection and friendship.… If
desire is a basic fact of human existence, eros
must be controlled, philosophically, by logos
(reason).” Both Socrates and later Plato find
a way to redirect the erotic impulse into one
of love, not of the body, but of the soul.

For Socrates, philosophy was to be prac-
tised by dialogue or conversation. His stress
on instruction through interrogation fitted
well with his claim of not knowing. We
know him through the conversations that
were later written by those who recalled
them. Of course, moral behaviour, right
conduct and justice were primary concerns.
The important thing to remember is that
Socrates would not give out moral instruc-
tions; his dialogues bring out the dilemmas
and issues regarding morality. He stressed
cross-examining those who said they knew.
The Socratic method confronted a person
with his own ignorance, pushing him to
abandon his false beliefs.

While in college, the weekly Philosophical
Society meetings encouraged us to debate.
These attracted top academics of the time,
including the late Profs Ramu Gandhi and
JPS Oberoi, giving us students tremendous
exposure. Studying philosophy did not
make me an intellectual. Far from it. Yet it
continues to shape me because of how it was
taught by eminent teachers like the late Dr
RK Gupta, Prof Ashok Vohra and Prof
Tankha. Reading the book brought back
memories, rekindled my love for Plato’s
dialogues, and reignited passion for a disci-
pline that I leaned on as I navigated life. 

This easy-to-read book has a useful glos-
sary, a timeline, and a short bibliography. It
is important not only because of what it
says, but how it says it. The curated selec-
tions of excerpts from Greek authors who
wrote about Socrates allow us to frame our
own understanding of the philosopher.

— The reviewer is a journalist

The cost of religious zeal 
Pooja Vashisht Alexander

I
N ‘Allah Miyan’s Workshop’, a read-
er is immediately pulled into the
warp and weft of Gibran’s ordinary
life, which is at once buoyant and
crushing. The 14-year-old’s is a

world far from easy answers, yet the very
innocence of his questions makes the
weight of impending tragedy bearable.
Hammered by circumstance, he finds
refuge in imagination.

Gibran’s life in an Awadh village is gov-
erned by his strict and conservative father
who wants him to be well-versed in scrip-
ture and, hence, employable in a mosque.
Like any child, he is absorbed in his world
of play and mischief. The small adven-
tures, rather misadventures, that he gets
himself into between instruction and
chores at home, and in the madrasa, add a
lighter dimension to Gibran’s childhood
weighed down by family and faith.

He hates bathing on a winter morning for
the Jumma namaz and wonders why Allah
could not keep all the Fridays in summers.
He loves running after kites, keeps an eye
on family chickens, mourns the loss of a
hen and asks Allah why he made the cat if
he also made the hen. He gets scolded by
his mother at home, punished by Haffiji at
the madrasa, mocked by the local shop-
keeper and tricked by his friend. It is Nus-
rat, Gibran’s younger sister and confi-
dante, with whom he shares an affectionate
bond and who understands him the best. 

The boy’s means are meagre, life simple
and desires simpler. All he wants is a shin-
ing new kite, or a kurta tailored like a shirt
with big pockets such as worn by Salman
Khan in a film. 

It is the news of his father’s arrest on sus-
picion of terrorism that completely dis-
mantles life as Gibran knows it. Death,
separation, longing and duty stand in
stark contrast with carefree childhood and
an unfiltered sense of wonder. What was

once uncomfortable but liveable is now
uncertain and discomfiting.    

But, at its core, this tale reflects how reli-
gious zeal douses sparks of curiosity; why
misplaced beliefs threaten an entire commu-
nity and what resilience looks like when
faced with odds. Since the story is told from
the perspective of a child, the gravity of issues
such as poverty, radicalism and human falli-
bility hits with a deeply moving tenderness
rather than a sharp blow to the face.

This could well be a short story but
acclaimed Urdu writer Mohsin Khan mas-
terfully stretches its scope and canvas into
a full-fledged novel, his first. Translated into
English by poet, writer and scholar Maaz
Bin Bilal without verbosity, the novel is easy
on the eye. As a bonus, one gets to read the
‘confessions of a reluctant translator’ in the
postscript which, apart from many useful
insights, describes in detail how Bilal car-
ries in translation Gibran’s childlike tone
from Urdu to English. 

The use of the first-person narratorial
voice, indeed, makes the protagonist’s
small pleasures palpable and his abject
abandonment piercing as one turns the nov-
el’s pages with hope and dread. You may
find it easy to read but not so easy to forget.

— The reviewer is a journalist

ALLAH MIYAN’S WORKSHOP
by Mohsin Khan. Translated from the 

Urdu by Maaz Bin Bilal. 
HarperCollins.

Pages 266. 
~499

SOCRATES: THE BARE-
FOOT PHILOSOPHER

by Vijay Tankha.
Hachette India.

Pages 240. ~499

WHY IS MY SKIN BROWN?
by Lakshmi Iyer.

Westland.
Pages 120. ~299 

A brown girl moves to India for a few
months, and learns to understand her
skin colour, and what it means to belong
in two different worlds. This a book
about growing up between cultures,
understanding identity and learning to
love what makes you special. 
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An investment that never fails
‘GOODNESS is the only investment that

never fails,’ said Henry David Thore-
au. If we ponder over this quote, then

we may realise that he was right, because when
we act with kindness, generosity, strength and
integrity, it never fails. According to behaviour-
al scientists, engaging others with goodwill can
stimulate the release of oxytocin, a hormone
associated with compassion and bonding.

Human beings tend to be kinder to one anoth-
er when they feel safe and secure. However, with
the rise of aggression in our culture, the threat of
terrorism, and the increasing stress in our
schools and workplaces, we frequently find our-
selves in a state of fear. This, in turn, creates anx-
iety and leads to distorted thinking. These
changes in our culture have fostered a decline in
goodwill towards others, encouraging greater
self-absorption and reducing the spirit of giving. 

It often appears that there are few takers for
acts of kindness, truthfulness and simplicity; as
a result, those who choose to do well are frequent-
ly left feeling isolated. On the other hand, the
clever and the shrewd repeatedly steal the show.

It is disheartening that the world today seems
more accommodating to those who are manip-
ulative and opportunistic, and to those who
chase rewards, than to those who labour with
faith in the eventual return of their good actions.
In such a scenario, one may well ask: what is the
point of being good in a world that often appears
mad, bad and sad, where goodness seems to go
unnoticed or unrewarded? Just as darkness
envelops everything at night, and a lone flower

in a dense jungle may remain unseen, the small
flickers of goodness scattered across the world
can seem insignificant and futile.

History offers many examples when difficult
times seemed to be all-pervasive, when power-
ful conquerors looted and trapped the masses in
an undignified life. And yet, a small courageous
group of awakened people led a revolution
against injustice and finally turned the tables.
But, all acts of goodness do not amount to a rev-
olution. Many have experienced moments of

deep discouragement, when hope seemed dis-
tant. In such times, a single act of kindness can
restore faith and offer direction. This suggests
that kindness has a meaningful impact. It may
go unheeded at times and could be overpowered
by negative forces, but it is never wasted.

A familiar story illustrates this idea: a little bird
filled her beak with water from a pond and head-
ed for the woods that were on fire. While she was
at it, a spectator asked the tiny creature what the
point of her effort was, for the small droplets
would definitely not douse the huge flames. She
quipped, ‘When I die, and my life’s record is
being read out, my name will appear in the list of
those who tried to put out the flames, and not
among those who sparked it or did nothing
about it.’ The outcome may be uncertain, yet
the intention and action hold value.

We must remember that there is a law of cause
and effect that guides every act in the universe.
And what a person does to another, he does to
himself. So, while a negative action piles debt on
a person, a positive act is an investment in a
good future. Trust in this principle can help sus-
tain effort in challenging environments. If good-
ness can survive through troubled times, it is
sure to bloom fully when favourable circum-
stances arrive. So, an honest person must hold
on to his virtue with courage and patience in
testing times. Maintaining faith in this process
allows individuals to continue acting with pur-
pose until clearer conditions emerge.

Excerpted from ‘Echoes of the Soul’, 
with permission from Rupa 

The longevity fad is
getting out of hand

I
T’S not working. These days,
everybody and his grandfather
wants to live to be a hundred,
even if it’s in a hospital ICU. And
if we continue to make babies at

the current rate and impose an 18 per
cent GST on condoms (28 per cent for
flavoured ones as they come under the
category of fruits), by 2050, we would
have eaten every animal, bird, fish, rep-
tile and insect on the planet, except per-
haps cockroaches — which are hard to
digest (as many are finding out).

By 2100, we just might start eating
each other, which is actually not such
a bad thing. For the plain fact is that
this planet simply cannot support its
current population of 8 billion, expect-
ed to swell to 12 billion by 2100. A
recent study published in Environ-
mental Research Letters reveals that
the planet’s resources can sustain
only 2.5 billion homo sapiens.

Take India — currently 1.4 billion,
expected to grow to 1.7 billion by 2070,
most of this growth coming from bhak-
ts. Our government, of course, assures
us that our fertility rate has dropped to
2.1, less than the replacement rate, and
that soon the achche din will be here. I
don’t believe a word of it, as all figures
released by this regime are fudged. We
keep finding innovative ways of reduc-
ing our population, on paper at least.
For example, the recent SIR has cut the
population by nearly 70 million. The
government refuses to acknowledge
their existence. That should reduce our
fertility rate to 1.8 or so, and by the time
Mr Gyanesh Kumar completes his
unholy exercise, it should be down to
1.5! So you see why the only figure I
approve of is that of Sunny Leone: it’s
a sight for sore eyes, and that’s been
my consistent take for many years.

So how do we avoid becoming homo
cannibalus? Economists tell us that
every problem has a supply and a
demand side. In this case, we can do lit-
tle on the supply side because the
babies will keep coming, as long as
India remains the third largest con-
sumer of porn in the world. So the solu-
tion to this over-population has to be
found on the demand side, and I’ve just
found one: put a cap on longevity.

No one should be allowed to live
beyond 75 years; this is not the era of
Methuselahs. Pass a law that everyone
shall be euthanised once he/she/it
reaches the age of 75; it is not enough to
put them in the Margdarshak Mandal.

Consider the benefits of this drastic
final solution. Death will become an
appointment, not an accident, and the
uncertainty shall be removed forever.
We all secretly wish to die in bed of an
embolism or heart attack, unaware that
we are dead till we find ourselves at the
pearly gates, confronted by St Peter
asking us for our Aadhaar card or voter
ID. But we also know that that is a
remote possibility, and that we are more
likely to quit this mortal coil because an
eagle drops a tortoise on our head (like
Aeschylus, the Greek playwright), or on
a toilet seat (like Elvis Presley).

I personally find this uncertainty
very unsettling. I would like to know
how and when I’m supposed to go so
that I can prepare for it. My solution
ticks these boxes nicely.

It gets better: your kids won’t throw
you out of the house because now
they know it will be theirs in any case
in a few years. Governance will
improve because politicians, judges,
bureaucrats won’t be seeking re-elec-
tion or re-employment. Knowing that
they have only a few years left, they
would now much rather do those
things they always wanted to: that
trip to Las Vegas or Sonagachi, dinner
at a Michelin-starred restaurant,
organise a Satyanarayan pooja for
Mr Modi’s good health, or take the
shocked wife on a second honeymoon
because you missed the first one as
you had to go on election duty.

Since you will no longer be a drooling,
doddering, incontinent octogenarian
(you’ll be terminated at 75, remem-
ber?), you don’t have to worry about
cancer, intestinal blockage, thrombosis,
dementia or prostate enlargement, etc.
You can die with dignity, dressed in a
three-piece suit, not in faded pyjamas
or in a towel. You’ll save a fortune in

medical bills. Your kids and heirs will
also save a fortune on lawyers’ bills.
They will dote on you right up till the
moment the crematorium door slams
down on you with the finality of a
Supreme Court order.

The government would be ecstatic:
its pension bills would decline dramat-
ically, it will no longer have to wrack its
brains to find suitable berths for
redundant party workers or retired
judges, it will save trillions because,
with a declining population, there will
now be no need to provide for meas-
ures against global warming, climate
change, and Ayushman Bharat bills.
The world as a whole will save sextil-
lions of dollars more once Trump goes
under the new law. Sadly, Putin and
Netanyahu will still be around.

This leaves only one more box to tick:
how exactly will these millions of old
codgers be dispatched? Well, Elon
Musk has the answer — the neuralink
brain implant. Designed to be implant-
ed in the brain to control one’s cogni-
tive and sensory functions via a com-
puter, all it will now need is to be
equipped with a “kill switch”. This will
be automatically triggered once a per-
son reaches 75, stopping all bodily and
brain functions in a nanosecond.

There is also a Plan B in case the kill
switch fails, as it is likely to do in the case
of bhakts. These unfortunates shall be
locked up in an auditorium and shall
have to watch, without any break, 100
episodes of Mann Ki Baatand Ministry
of External Affairs’ press conferences.
Extensive trials have shown that no one
can survive more than 25-30 such
episodes, though the process is not
entirely painless.

The new law should, however, have
one caveat — it will not apply retro-
spectively. This, of course, has nothing
to do with the fact that both Mr Modi
and I turned 75 last year.

— The writer is a retired IAS officer

I
S there anyone in this country who does
not have an opinion on the protest by Gen
Z at Jantar Mantar? How many have
formed one themselves and how many are
continually chasing memes, reels and

podcasts to formulate one is another matter.
Many from my generation and circle of friends
have gone there to see and imbibe some of that
energy into their own lives. It must be said that
there was something truly electrifying about it
and that the protest radiated an energy and
attraction that even its most cynical critics were
compelled to admit.

Given this, why was our own government so
notably absent? This is a question that they will
have to confront to accept that their arrogance is
going to cost them heavily. When the PM finally
decided to send a selfie message at midnight, it
was too little, too late. Moreover, everyone could
see that the confidence that he normally exudes
was visibly missing.  

I have lived long enough to remember virtual-
ly all the public protests that have taken place
down the decades. Each one has resulted in cat-
aclysmic changes so do not be surprised if this
one, too, redefines the relationship between
rulers and the ruled. Do remember that such
movements have also betrayed the trust placed
in them and once the political parties became
their public face, they turned many supporters
into cynics. Each one, from JP’s movement to
Anna Hazare’s fast, eventually became a way
for many to build their political careers. Also, the
history of all youth protests, from the AASU in
Assam to the Uttarakhand Krantikari move-
ment in India to similar ones in Sri Lanka,
Myanmar, Bangladesh and Nepal, achieved
their goal but after the initial euphoria, came

political turmoil that went on for years. I pray
that this does not happen this time.

Let me now tell you about the generations that
grew up in India after Independence. The ones
who were born and brought up in the ’50s and
’60s were what Salman Rushdie has memo-
rably described as Midnight’s Children, like me.
Our parents were devoted followers of Gandhiji
and later, Nehru. Having witnessed the violence
of two World Wars, non-violence was an article of
faith for them. Not just that, they bore the years
of rationing and deprivation with stoic fortitude.
Our parents valued a good education above all
else. Their faith in government-run educational

institutions and hospitals was so firmly prac-
tised that we all studied in Indian universities
and rare was the person who went abroad to
study in my youth. Rarer were those who stayed
on there after earning their degrees. Read Nirad
Chaudhury to get a picture of what it was to grow
up in that India.

These were the foundational decades of our
country and our parents were strict discipli-
narians who made sure that those values were
never forgotten. We were forbidden to swear
or use coarse language or raise our voices
when speaking to elders. Girls were restricted
from going out alone, or wearing clothes that
were considered vulgar. More than that was
the unspoken rule that girls and boys had sep-
arate lives and, in many cases, girls were mar-
ried off as soon as a suitable boy was found. Of

course, we grumbled privately but few had the
courage to defy parental laws.

Come now to the next generation (largely the
late ’60s and ’70s), known as the Boomers. They
defiantly wore colourful clothes, flared jeans and
sported long hair. They worshipped the Beatles
and the Beat generation poets who questioned
the false ‘goodness’ of the earlier generation. It
was de rigueur to be a Leftie and in the metro
cities, at least, a deep commitment to the Naxal
movement took root. India had shed its frugali-
ty and many early revolutionary supporters
returned to join the civil services, academia or
boxwallah jobs. In my mother’s memorable def-
inition of this was her wry remark, “Between us
and our children there was a generation gap,
between you all and your kids, I see a degenera-
tion gap.” Another time, she told my sister, “We
were scared of our in-laws, not our children. You
all are no longer scared of your in-laws, then why
are you so scared of your children?”

However, while this may apply to our metro
cities of the time, in small-town India this lot was
generically described as ‘Hippies’ and had a sta-
tus just above the cockroach. They were our CJP
and gave birth to the Argumentative Indian.

I am deeply impressed by Gen Z’s defiant
protest (since we were so timid when we were
their age) and as for Gen Alpha, I give up. How-
ever, this I will say that while we deplore the
breakdown of our institutions — the Parlia-
ment, the judiciary, the Election Commission,
our educational institutions and hospitals — we
are all complicit in this. As parents, grandpar-
ents and teachers, we have failed our duties and
allowed a once-vibrant democracy to devolve
into a near autocracy. 

The behaviour of our elected representatives
in Parliament, the vile language that is hurled
when addressing political rivals and the utter
disregard for debates and regular attendance is
shameful. Tharoor is dead right when he says
that the delimitation Bill, when implemented,
will only increase the chaos in our Parliament.
When we can’t seem to manage 543, how will we
handle 850-odd members? Is this what this gen-
eration has fought for?

— The writer is a social commentator

Gen Z protest radiated 
an energy that even its

most cynical critics were
compelled to admit

A single act of kindness
can restore faith 

and offer direction

What if no one is allowed 
to live beyond 75 years?

AVAY SHUKLA
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Gurupdesh Singh

I
N one of the recent student protest
videos, we heard a recording of
Dushyant Kumar’s poem sung by
Sukhwinder: ‘Ho gayi hai peer parvat
si pighalni chahiye, iss Himalaye se koi

Ganga nikalni chahiye’ (The pain, grown as
big as a mountain, must subside, a river like
Ganga must erupt from this Himalaya). We
all have seen the students suffering and
hope that a solution emerges.

The inclusion of this song cheered me up
for two reasons. First, because Gen Z  knows
when and where to find the most appropriate
music. Second, because the young nation
still recognises the voice of protest by poets,
and particularly remembers the irrepress-
ible Dushyant Kumar. His metaphorical
words resonate with every event that horri-
fies us: ‘With every rain it fills up like a pond,
I think this ditch shall never be levelled up. ’

Strangely and unfortunately, what the sen-
sitive Hindi poet said over 50 years ago seems
so apt even today: ‘They promised to light up
every home, and here, no light even for cities.’

Dushyant lived and died in the first quar-

ter of our Independence. It was a time of a
new awakening and fervour — the era of an
ideological urgency to change the face of this
country, left depleted by centuries of
exploitation. If the foreign rulers perpetuat-
ed the feudal system, our
own people too did not relent
on longstanding caste preju-
dices. Poverty, illiteracy,
injustice, and inequality
were the monsters that the
writers and poets could not
close their eyes to.

The Russian Revolution
and Marx spurred among
them an image of a progres-
sive India and a hope of
another mass uprising. ‘Why
do you think you can’t pierce a hole in the
sky, just shoot a stone with full fervour and
see.’Shyam Benegal, probably, took this cue
for the last scene in ‘Ankur’ .

Dushyant was witness to several move-
ments pertaining to land reforms, labour
laws, Dalit dignity, tribal rights, regional
and language recognition, etc. All of these
lasted long, brought immeasurable misery

and resulted in little gain. Despite democ-
racy, the governments remained largely
impervious to the people’s protests, their
unending daily grind, and the lack of basic
amenities. On most occasions, the authori-

ties not only remained
heedless, but also sup-
pressed the movements
with a heavy hand. ‘How
many come to my mind
when this sea had a mighty
tide; yesterday he went out
with a great flourish, but
returned today half-dead.’
This portrayal fits perfectly
well with what we saw in
Delhi, as also this vivid

image: ‘He is not only a wit-
ness, but a complete statement, his brow
exhibits a scar of a deep wound.’

Political high-handedness and indiffer-
ence continue. Every protest against corrup-
tion, poor economic conditions or vested
interests has met with apathy, political
harangue, or gagging of the individual and
media voice. That is why Dushyant is sorely
missed today; he wrote against all these.

This is how he described corruption: ‘Reach-
ing up to this point, every rivulet gets dry, I
know where the water has been held back.’
Take another: ‘This road is so heavily lay-
ered with mud that everyone is knee-deep
into it.’Or this ironical one: ‘The government
is confronting the Opposition in Parliament.
On a trivial issue that a bridge has been
built.’ Collapsing of a bridge is no big deal!

Speaking about the common man, his
irony shines: ‘With so much load, the back
was bent low; you misunderstood me, I
did not bow’; or ‘If hungry, have patience,
how does it matter; Delhi, these days, is
debating this matter’.

When it comes to politics or politicians, he
is more direct: ‘Every move in politics is prof-
it-oriented, you won’t understand it as you
are still human.’

He also takes note of the false promises: ‘I
can’t see any crack in the wall now, as every-
where so many publicity bills have been
pasted’; or ‘After reading so much in the
newspapers, I thought, if spring splendour
ever came, I too would have seen it’.

The most oppressive tool that any gov-
ernment first chooses to apply is silencing

the Opposition or making the media and
certain individuals its mouthpieces.
Dushyant summed it up with a touch of
sarcasm: ‘Friend, don’t you fret over the fate
of your country, they have a birdcage and
in it they have a parrot.’ In another verse,
he says: ‘I keep thinking a lot, but don’t say
much, how near impossible is truth to be
told, when even speech is gagged.’

Dushyant is labelled a revolutionary as
he did not desist from prompting people
for an agitation. ‘Their habits have hard-
ened up, they won’t change with dialogue;
nothing short of an uproar will make an
impact.’ At times, he regrets that people of
this country are too docile and unrespon-
sive to react. ‘Whether you have a celebra-
tion or an encounter in this town, nothing
now makes people open their windows.’ Yet
he congratulates young people when they
take up the initiative: ‘Children jumped
and moved far ahead, when their old man
remained caught up in the jam.’

How true and prophetic those lines turned
out to be.

— The writer taught English 
at GNDU, Amritsar

How we miss Dushyant Kumar today

DUSHYANT KUMAR (1933 – 1975)
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Adil Akhzer

N
EARLY two months back,
Abdul Ahad, a resident of
north Kashmir, welcomed his
third daughter. He holds her in
his arms, playing lovingly

since the day she was born. Yet, he has nev-
er been able to see her, or his other two
daughters for that matter. Ahad is a pellet-
gun victim who lost his vision during the
2016 Kashmir unrest, triggered by the killing
of terrorist commander Burhan Wani.

“I have three small daughters, but I
haven’t seen them… I know them by their
voices,” says the 39-year-old. “This is the
worst situation anyone could ever imagine.”

Ahad was 29 when his life changed forev-
er. Recalling the incident that took place
on September 7, 2016, he says he had
stepped out to look for his siblings when
he was struck in the eyes by metal pellets.
“The last image in my mind is of the secu-
rity forces. The vehicles stationed on the
road looked empty. Suddenly, pellets were
fired at me, and my life plunged into a
world of darkness.”

In 2018, two years after losing his eye-
sight, he married and gradually began
rebuilding his life. Despite multiple
rounds of treatment in Srinagar and later
in Hyderabad through NGO support, his
vision could not be restored. He has not yet
seen his wife.

“Life is now like a jail for me... every day
is a new challenge and a struggle,” he says.
“There were times when I even considered
ending my life, but then I think about my
family, and my children. That is what
keeps me going.”

Ahad is one of hundreds of victims per-
manently maimed by pellet guns during

the 2016 protests, a weapon that sparked
an intense national debate over crowd-con-
trol tactics.

A decade later, as a fresh petition in the
Supreme Court seeks a complete ban on
metallic pellet guns following their use
during the Jantar Mantar protests in Del-
hi, the stories of Kashmir’s victims reveal
unhealed wounds, dreams cut short, and a
relentless daily struggle.

Medical experts note that pellet car-
tridges — loaded with hundreds of lead
balls — disperse violently upon impact,
making the human eye uniquely vulnera-
ble. As soon as a pellet breaches the eye, it
causes irreversible damage. 

The Jammu and Kashmir government
previously estimated the total number of
pellet-gun victims at over 6,000. 

Among them is Hiba Nisar, the youngest
known victim. She was only 20 months old
and looking out from her home in south
Kashmir’s Shopian district when she was
struck by a pellet. Today, she is in the sec-
ond grade with zero vision in her right eye.

Her father, Nisar Ahmad, says each day
brings fresh hurdles. “As she is growing up,
she keeps asking why she can’t see from
her right eye whenever she faces problems
while walking,” he shares. Frequent hospi-
tal visits have become a part of their lives.

“The initial years were very difficult as
she tried to adapt,” Ahmad says. “Today, as
she is disabled for life, we have to assist her
everywhere, and this will be her reality for-
ever.” While financial compensation was
provided, he believes a government job lat-
er in life is essential to secure her future.
“Being blind is very difficult,” Ahmad adds.

In the same district, inside a modest

home in Sedow village lives 23-year-old
Insha Mushtaq, who became a prominent
face of the 2016 pellet victims. Blind in
both eyes, she is currently pursuing an
undergraduate Arts degree through dis-
tance education.

In 2016, she was looking out of the win-
dow of her uncle’s house when security
forces fired pellets toward the street.

Today, she is channeling all her energy
into her education. “I had no interest in
Arts; my passion was always science
and medicine, but destiny had this
tragedy in store for me. I am studying
forcibly… my focus is just to finish this
programme,” she says. 

Despite extensive surgeries at AIIMS
in New Delhi and in Mumbai, her vision
could not be restored. Her mother, Afroza
Begum, reflects: “For a mother, it is a world
of darkness. I can only feel the pain. The

unfortunate thing is that she was blinded
at such a young age.”

Last week, following a prolonged
bureaucratic delay, the Omar Abdullah-led
government approved an LPG distributor-
ship originally sanctioned for Insha in
2018. However, Insha feels a lingering
sense of disparity regarding public and
political empathy.

“They are talking about Delhi (protests),
and it has reached Parliament. It has
become such a big issue there; they will get
justice. But what justice did we get?” she
asks. “Mothers of hundreds of kids are cry-
ing over this condition. In a recent movie,
I heard someone claim that pellets don’t
cause severe injury. I wanted to meet the
movie director and tell him what being
blinded by pellets actually means.” 

LIFE AFTER REHABILITATION
Following the 2016 violence, the J&K gov-
ernment provided jobs on compassionate
grounds to 13 pellet-gun victims. Yet,
employment does not erase the hardships.

Mohammad, a resident of north Kashmir
who lost his vision to pellets in 2016, was
offered a government job during the PDP-
BJP tenure, but describes his daily exis-
tence as being a “living corpse”.

“If you ask me what my life is today, it is
that of a living corpse. The struggles are an
everyday, lifetime reality that will go with
me to the grave,” he says. Every morning,
his younger brother must accompany and
drop him off at his office. “This incident
changed my life forever. My life turned
upside down.”

For others, the safety net is virtually non-
existent. Shakeela Bano, from north Kash-

mir’s Sopore, retains only 30 per cent of
her eyesight. She says the injury shattered
her family. “My marriage was already
going through a difficult phase. After I lost
my eyesight, my health deteriorated, and
so did our relationship. Eventually, it end-
ed in divorce,” she says.

Now living with her young son at her
brother’s home, she relies entirely on them
for support. “These years have been noth-
ing short of hell,” she says. “There was a
time when I even thought of taking up a job
as a sweeper, but my doctors advised
against any work that could expose my
injured eyes to dust or infection.”

With no stable income, she makes a des-
perate plea: “I want to meet the Lieutenant
Governor or the Chief Minister. I am suf-
fering, and there is no one who is ready to
listen. If they could give me a job, I would
at least be able to feed my son.”

Meanwhile, J&K Police officials main-
tain that pellet guns were introduced in
2010 as a non-lethal alternative designed to
minimise fatalities during crowd control.

“Yes, the pellet guns caused damage…
but over the past few years, their usage
has been minimal as the situation has
improved in Kashmir and there are no
street protests of the scale we witnessed
before the abrogation of Article 370,” a
senior official stated.

Despite their divergent struggles, the
victims, from Kashmir to Delhi, share an
unyielding conviction  —  the use of pellet
guns must be banned outright. 

“I know what it means to be blind. Only
the victims can realise the pain; politicians
won’t,” Insha says. “No one should ever
suffer the way we have.” 
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W
HEN thousands of young
protesters gathered at Del-
hi’s Jantar Mantar recent-
ly, one unexpected piece of
technology stole the spot-

light. It wasn’t a social media app or a
livestream. It was Bitchat, a messaging
app that doesn’t need mobile data, Wi-Fi
or even a phone network.

Soon after reports emerged that some
protesters had used it during temporary
Internet restrictions, the Union Govern-
ment directed GitHub to remove its source
code repositories, citing national security
concerns. The episode once again raises an
intriguing question: how do governments
regulate technology that doesn’t rely on
the Internet at all?

MESH MESSAGING MODEL
Imagine WhatsApp deciding to ditch the
Internet altogether. Developed by Twitter
co-founder Jack Dorsey, Bitchat is an
open-source messaging app that uses
Bluetooth Low Energy (BLE) instead of
cellular networks or Wi-Fi. Every phone
running the app becomes a tiny relay sta-
tion. Messages hop from one nearby
device to another, creating what’s called
a mesh network.

Think of it like a human chain. Even if
two persons are hundreds of metres apart,
the message can travel through several

intermediate phones before reaching its
destination. No SIM card. No phone num-
ber. No central server. Pretty neat, right?

HOW FAR CAN IT ACTUALLY WORK?
Here’s the catch. Bluetooth itself has a
limited range, typically 30 to 100 metres
depending on the device. But because
every participating phone forwards mes-
sages, the overall communication distance
can stretch much farther if enough users
are present. That makes Bitchat particu-
larly useful at concerts, college festivals,
disaster-hit areas, trekking expeditions
and large public gatherings.

It was designed for situations where con-
ventional communication networks are
unavailable or deliberately switched off.

THE DELHI CONNECTION
According to reports, authorities observed
protesters at the recent Cockroach Janta
Party demonstrations in Delhi using blue-
tooth-based messaging tools after tempo-
rary Internet restrictions were imposed
around the protest venue. Soon after-
wards, the Indian Cyber Crime Coordina-
tion Centre (I4C), under the Ministry of
Home Affairs, directed Microsoft-owned
GitHub to disable access to three Bitchat
repositories within three hours.

The notice warned that non-compliance
could affect GitHub’s “safe harbour” pro-
tections under India’s Information Tech-
nology Act. The government said apps like
Bitchat could be misused by anti-national
elements because these are significantly
harder to lawfully intercept or trace.

TOUGH FOR INVESTIGATORS
Most messaging apps leave behind digital

breadcrumbs. Messages travel through
servers. Phone numbers are registered.
Internet service providers maintain logs.
Investigators, following due legal process,
can often obtain information that helps
reconstruct communications. Mesh mes-
saging works differently. Since messages
move directly between nearby devices
without passing through central servers,
there are fewer records available.

Depending on the app’s design, there
may be no permanent central database stor-
ing conversations or user identities. That
doesn’t automatically make such technol-
ogy illegal. But it does make investigations
more challenging when the technology is
allegedly used for unlawful activities.

CAN GOVERNMENTS BAN CODE?
This is where things get interesting. The
Centre’s order was directed at GitHub, the
world’s largest platform for hosting soft-
ware code, not directly at individual users.

GitHub normally enjoys what’s known as
safe harbour protection. In simple terms, it
isn’t automatically held legally responsi-
ble for everything uploaded by millions of
developers, provided it follows applicable
laws and responds to valid legal directions.

The notice reportedly warned that failing
to remove the specified repositories could
put those protections at risk in India. But
does taking code off one platform solve the
problem? Not quite, says Dhruv Walia, a
Pune-based software developer. “Open-
source software is often copied, shared and
forked across multiple repositories and
developer communities. This makes it sur-
prisingly difficult to wipe out completely.”

INDIA ISN’T THE FIRST
Earlier this year, Apple removed the app
from China’s App Store following a regu-
latory request. Yet, because Bitchat is
open-source, copies of its code continued
circulating through other channels, high-

lighting one of the unique challenges
posed by decentralised software.

BACKUP, NOT REPLACEMENT
So, is mesh messaging the future? Proba-
bly. But, as experts point out, it’s unlikely
to replace WhatsApp, Telegram or Signal
anytime soon. Instead, they see it as a valu-
able backup technology. According to
Nitin Pandey, a global cybersecurity
researcher, mesh messaging has legiti-
mate uses during disasters, network out-
ages and emergencies, when convention-
al communication networks fail. But he
cautions that the same technology can also
create challenges for law enforcement.

“The real concern arises when such
platforms are exploited for criminal or
unlawful activities, as the absence of cen-
tralised infrastructure can make attribu-
tion, evidence collection and post-inci-
dent investigations considerably more
difficult. The focus should therefore be on
addressing misuse while preserving the
legitimate benefits of privacy-enhancing
technologies,” he says.

BEYOND BITCHAT
The Bitchat debate isn’t simply about one
app. It’s about the next generation of com-
munication technology. As software
becomes increasingly decentralised, gov-
ernments worldwide face the challenge of
encouraging innovation while ensuring
national security and preventing misuse.

For young tech enthusiasts, Bitchat offers
a glimpse of a future where phones may not
always need mobile towers to stay connect-
ed. Whether this becomes the future of com-
munication will depend on balancing inno-
vation, privacy, security and the rule of law.

A decade after the 2016 unrest, pellet-gun victims battle lifelong struggles, fuelling renewed calls for a total ban

VALLEY’S 
PELLET
SCARS

CJP’s Jantar Mantar protest thrusts messaging app into the spotlight
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pellet victims,
at her Shopian
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Hiba Nisar was
20 months old
when she was
struck by a
pellet. Today,
she is in
second grade
with zero vision
in her right eye. 
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Bitchat & the challenge of Internet-free messaging

A youth wounded by a pellet shot during clashes
with security forces in 2016. TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO
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YOUR VOICE

By Michael Peregrine
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Chicago is, to its core, a music city, with 
a heritage that extends far beyond the 
reputation of, say, the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra. Many musical historians credit 
the city as the birthplace of gospel music and 
of unique forms of both the blues and jazz, 
and note it as home base to such influen-
tial artists as Muddy Waters and Jelly Roll 
Morton. But that rich legacy never fully 
evolved to include rock ’n’ roll music, which 
primarily developed in Memphis, New York 
City and Los Angeles.

That is, until the culturally transcen-
dent summer of 1966, when Chicago briefly 
became the epicenter of a rock ’n’ roll world 
that was transitioning from the Wall of 
Sound and the British Invasion to hard rock 
and psychedelia. It was a snapshot in time 
when the popularity of the music, amaz-
ing live concerts, the success of local garage 
bands, and the influence of local AM radio 
stations combined to shine a spotlight on the 
city.

The musical bookends for the summer 
were performances by The Beach Boys: 
the album “Pet Sounds” in late spring and 
the single “Good Vibrations” in the early 
fall. As the weather warmed, The Rolling 
Stones had a huge hit in “Paint It Black.” The 
Monkees released their breakout single, 
“Last Train to Clarksville.” Paul Revere and 
the Raiders’ “Hungry” was a chart topper. 
But the anthem of the summer was The 
Lovin’ Spoonful’s “Summer in the City.” Its 
nod to the heat, humidity and congestion of 
summer days, and to the cool air, darkness 
and freedom of summer nights emotionally 
resonated with the music-buying public.

Against that backdrop was the summer 
concert presence in Chicago of the biggest 
bands in the rock ’n’ roll world. The Velvet 

Underground appeared in June. The Roll-
ing Stones, The Beach Boys and the Dave 
Clark Five all performed July shows at the 
Arie Crown Theater in old McCormick 
Place. The Beatles were at the International 
Amphitheatre for two Aug. 12 shows, as part 
of the band’s final tour. The Turtles appeared 
at both the Amphitheatre and Highland 
Park High School. Jeff Beck, Jimmy Page, 
and The Yardbirds played the Civic Opera 
House on Aug. 6.

The summer’s focus also fell on several 
emerging Chicagoland bands. Early on, The 
New Colony Six, from Chicago’s St. Patrick’s 
High School, charted high with “I Confess.” 
The Shadows of Knight, from Mount Pros-
pect, scored with “Gloria (G-L-O-R-I-A)” 
in the spring. By June, the Berwyn-bred 
The Ides of March succeeded with “You 
Wouldn’t Listen.” The Buckinghams began 
their career run when “Kind of a Drag” went 

to No. 1 later that year. The Cryan’ Shames, 
from Hinsdale, hit with “Sugar and Spice.” 
And the garage band and DePaul connec-
tions of Terry Kath, Danny Seraphine, Walt 
Parazaider, and Lee Loughnane would soon 
lead them to form the band first known as 
The Chicago Transit Authority.

But the personality of the summer was 
provided by the great Top 40 AM radio 
stations, WLS and WCFL, separated by only 
a few turns on the radio dial. Their pock-
et-sized weekly reports, the “Silver Dollar 
Survey” and the “Sound 10 Survey,” kept 
fans up to date on the latest hit records. With 
concert sponsorships, great promotions, MC 
gigs and a collection of engaging DJs, their 
competition fueled the music. Clark Weber 
in the morning, young Larry Lujack. Jim 
Stagg followed the Beatles on tour. The ubiq-
uitous Ron Riley. “Hey, baby, they’re playing 
our song on the Art Roberts show.”

But times change, and the music often 
changes with it. The summer sounds of 
1966 offered a distraction from darkening 
clouds of social and political upheaval. But 
they couldn’t forestall the eventual arrival 
of storms. Over 380,000 young men were 
inducted into military service in 1966, with 
over 6,000 U.S. service members killed 
in Vietnam action. Both the draft and the 
casualty numbers would surge in 1967. The 
city’s violent West Side civil rights protests 
of July 1966 would be vastly surpassed by 
what became known as “The Long Hot 
Summer” of 1967. The message of rock 
’n’ roll music would understandably turn 
much harsher.

Yet 60 years later, Chicago has become 
entrenched as a popular musical power-
house. As industry publications note, the 
city’s thriving sound scene reflects the 
gamut of rock ’n’ roll genres, among other 
forms of music. In a recent survey, Seatpick.
com rated Chicago as the third-best city in 
the world for music lovers. It would seem 
that the rock ’n’ roll seeds that were sown 
in the summer of 1966 have indeed borne 
much fruit.

And as it were an endless summer, 
the great stars of that time enjoy contin-
ued popularity. Paul McCartney recently 
completed his “Got Back” North Amer-
ican tour, with a stopover at the United 
Center. Mike Love still fronts The Beach 
Boys on their busy 2026 touring schedule. 
The Rolling Stones just released their 25th 
studio album. Bob Dylan is in the middle 
of his 2026 tour. And The Ides of March’s 
Jim Peterik and The Buckinghams’ Dennis 
Tufano continue to make appearances.

In the summer, in the city.

Michael Peregrine is a retired Chicago 
lawyer and a graduate of Oak Park High 
School.

Rock ’n’ roll summer of ’66 was culturally transcendent

Avoiding their screaming fans, The Beatles prepare to take a limousine into Chicago from 
an outlying O’Hare hangar on Aug. 11, 1966. CHICAGO TRIBUNE HISTORICAL PHOTO

Trade deadline
In his column “Owning the moment” 

(July 28), Paul Sullivan argues that the 
White Sox absolutely must trade for a 
frontline starting pitcher before the trade 
deadline. He seems to think that this will 
give the Sox a chance to get to the World 
Series this year. In his own words: “If 
(Jerry) Reinsdorf still believes he has ‘an 
obligation to do what’s right for the fans,’ he 
has no choice but to add a frontline starter, 
no matter the cost.”

What Sullivan is advocating is that the 
White Sox trade away a large portion 
of their young talent to get a top-notch 
starting pitcher, even if he’s a two-month 
rental player, to be competitive this year. 
This is the same tired strategy practiced by 
General Manager Kenny Williams, and by 
Bill Veeck in earlier days. For example, in 
2016 Williams thought that the Sox were 
one starting pitcher away from contention, 
so he traded Fernando Tatís Jr. and a minor 
leaguer to the San Diego Padres for James 
Shields. How did that deal work out? Fine 
for the Padres. Tatís hit the cover off the 
ball, while Shields gave many a hitter the 
opportunity to do the same.

In advocating his position, Sullivan 
seems to think that he speaks for nearly all 
White Sox fans. Well, I have been a White 
Sox fan since 1959 and he does not speak 
for me. It is my hope that the White Sox do 
nothing before the trade deadline. Reins-
dorf should hang on to all that young talent 
and let the team evolve into a contender 
as these players mature, making trades or 
acquiring free agents when it makes sense, 
but not now. I believe that most White Sox 
fans, if they thought about it, would want 
their team to be competitive for many years 
to come, not just 2026. It’s not going to 
happen if they go all in and trade away their 
young talent for a dubious short-term gain.
— Dennis Sweeney, Chicago

Student athletes
I never thought I’d say this, but I 

completely agree with Sen. Ted Cruz 
on something. The Chairman of the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science 
and Transportation’s position on clean-
ing up big-time college athletics with the 
Protect College Sports Act. NCAA member 
schools have gone from one extreme of 
taking advantage of student athletes, to 
making major college sports professional — 
at the expense of the university sports that 
are non-revenue generating. There has to 
be a way to compensate student athletes 
(though nothing will ever stop the booster’s 
$100 handshakes) with a system where the 
term student-athlete is at the very least not 
a punchline.
— Gary Hynes, Wilmette 

Phone ban
What is the purpose of Illinois’ school 

phone ban when the text prohibits virtually 
all enforcement? According to the Tribune, 
the “law prohibits fines, fees, the involve-
ment of local police or school resource 
officers, and suspensions or expulsions as 
enforcement tools,” (“Pritzker signs cell-
phone ban for public, charter schools,” July 
29). The students who are perhaps most 
likely to disregard laws or school rules 
will quickly realize there will be no seri-

ous disciplinary actions taken when they 
use their phone during school hours. Why 
waste thousands, possibly millions of tax 
dollars statewide to purchase additional 
supplies, and countless hours of adminis-
trative time to develop policies that can’t be 
enforced?
— Joshua Poellot, Franklin Park 

Cost of a card
Jean Smoots rightly complains (“Voice of 

the People“, July 29) about the cost of mail-
ing a birthday card. But do you remember, 
as I do, when the card itself cost a quarter 
rather than the current $5 or $6?
— Rick Weiland, Evanston 

Price increases
President Donald Trump, with the 

support of his elected Republican officials, 
has given us substantial price increases 
during his second term. For example, verifi-
able sources report:

 �Annual household cost: Aggregated price 
increases and tariff policies cost the average 
American household an estimated $1,000 
to $2,000 extra annually

 �Tariff inflation: Aggressive import tariffs 
— averaging an effective rate of about 11% to 
12% by mid-2026

 �Coffee: Up nearly 35% since the start of 
2025

 �Orange juice: Up 26%
 �Ground beef: Up 21% to 22%, hitting 

record highs over $7 per pound
 �Gasoline: Prices surged above $4.00 a 

gallon by early 2026 due to renewed geopo-
litical tensions with Iran.

 �Vehicles: Tariff costs added anywhere 

from $1,600 to $9,000 to the price of new 
cars, pushing the average new vehicle price 
past $50,000 for the first time.

 �Apparel and furnishings: Clothing 
prices rose by 14% and household furnish-
ings increased by 8% relative to pre-tariff 
trends.

I’m going to remember this when I vote 
in November.
— Mike Barrett, Ashburn, Virginia

Give space
I’ve read the recent letters to the editor 

with interest — I too mourn the loss of 
those two young lives — Riley O’Neil and 
Louisa Gag, both devoted to bettering our 
communities by designing pathways that 
separate our bike and pedestrian traffic 
from our cars and trucks. I too am a civil 
engineer, and an avid cyclist and am too 
familiar with losing people.

To many people, especially here in 
America, making people safer means 
making cars larger or placing cement 
barriers and walls between different 
modes of traffic. I certainly love that the 
letters advocate for the planning and 
spending and construction of new facil-
ities to help to separate these modes of 
traffic and help make people safer. The 
work certainly safeguards those in my 
profession. But age and experience have 
made me much more reflective on the 
topic, as well as a great book on the topic 
called “Traffic: Why We Drive the Way We 
Do and What It Says About Us” by Tom 
Vanderbilt. My miles of bicycle riding 
have made me acutely aware that the more 
we cocoon ourselves and tie ourselves to 

our screens, the less attention we pay to 
things that really matter, the more impa-
tient we become, and the worse we make 
the problem. Truth be told, even if the 
powers-that-be were to devote all avail-
able funding and energies to constructing 
these solutions, the time it would take to 
complete and the mess during construc-
tion would all but ensure more casualties. 
While we wait for all of that to happen, I 
am asking that all those who are within 
the public way memorize these four words 
that will help us avoid more tragedy — 
have grace, give space. 

You see, all of these accidents could have 
been avoided had people given others just 
a bit more room. I have been run off the 
road by people driving too closely or by 
trucks not knowing how far their mirrors 
extended; or by cars trying to pass me in 
a clearly marked no passing lane. I still 
enthusiastically encourage taking the steps 
to make structural changes to improve 
safety, but while we wait for these improve-
ments to be designed and funded and 
constructed, I implore people to slow down 
and “have grace, give space”, because a 
25-pound bike will never win a fight against 
a 5,000-pound SUV. And those are fights 
where everyone loses.
— Robert Israel, Trustee, Village of 
Northbrook, Illinois

Voice of the people

BILL BRAMHALL/NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.
chicagotribune.com/letters. Email your 
letter submissions, 400 words or less, to 
letters@chicagotribune.com. Include your 
full name, address and phone number.
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London

‘T he conversation is
happening all the
time at Jewish tables
in Britain,” says Si-
mon Sebag Mon-

tefiore. Jews ask each other:
“ ‘Where could we go?’ ”

“Oct. 7 has caused a sea change
in the treatment of British Jews,”
Mr. Montefiore, a historian, says in
an interview at his own dinner ta-
ble. “We’ve seen several terrorist
attacks on Jews. Jews killed at
Yom Kippur in Manchester. Bomb-
ing, arson attacks and stabbing at-
tacks in London. Our synagogues
and schools are fortresses.”

British news was quick to add to
local Jewish dread. On July 29,
days after my interview with Mr.
Montefiore, the mayor of the Lon-
don borough of Hackney wrote to
his counterpart in Haifa that Hack-
ney had begun the process of ter-
minating its twin-city relationship
with Israel’s third-largest munici-
pality. In the grimmest bad taste,
the letter gave Haifa until “7 Octo-
ber 2026” to respond.

“There is a huge crisis of Anglo
Jewry,” says Mr. Montefiore, 61, a
scion of Anglo-Jewish aristocracy.
He is descended from Sephardic
Jews who came to Britain from
Tuscany in the 1790s and from
Mizrahi Jews who arrived from
Morocco in the 1820s. The latter
wore turbans and robes and spoke

Arabic. His great-great-great-un-
cle, Sir Moses Montefiore
(1784-1885), was a storied finan-
cier and philanthropist whom
Queen Victoria described as “a no-
ble Hebrew.” Sir Moses also re-
ceived praise (albeit backhanded)
from Czar Nicholas I, with whom
he’d sought an audience to inter-
cede on behalf of Russian Jews. “If
our Jews were like you,” the czar
told him, “they wouldn’t be a
problem.”

Mr. Montefiore is a man who
treats the sweep of history as his
own backyard. He’s written a
shelf’s worth of big history books,
including “Jerusalem: The Biogra-
phy” (2011), “The Romanovs
1613-1918” (2016), and “The World:
A Family History of Humanity”
(2022), the last of which a re-
viewer for this newspaper de-
scribed as “history as collective bi-
ography, a journey across almost
two million years, from the ap-
pearance of Homo erectus in east
Africa to the rise of Xi Jinping’s
China.”

He has now turned his hand to a
subject that only someone “bon-
kers”—his word—would dare to ad-
dress. To be published in Septem-
ber, his new book is titled “The
Cauldron: The Making of the Mod-
ern Middle East,” a chronological
account from 1900 to February
2026 (when the current war with
Iran started) of an area “set with
ambushes.” It is, he writes, a region
“more present in the Western con-
sciousness than any other, its his-
tory more debated and contested

than anywhere else yet conversely
less understood.” Its “pivotal mid-
dleness” makes it “the epicenter of
our tumultuous, rushing, intercon-
nected world.”

Mr. Montefiore’s definition of
the region is expansive, going be-
yond “the usual focus on the Le-
vant and the Holy Land” to include
everywhere east to west from Mo-
rocco to Iran, and south to north
from Sudan to Turkey. It covers 19
countries, as well as the “seaside
Palestinian Islamist statelet” of
Gaza.

“I call Gaza a semi-independent
‘statelet,’ and I think that’s impor-
tant because there’s a pretense
now that it was occupied from
2006 to 2023,” Mr. Montefiore
says. He points out that since Is-
rael withdrew troops and civilians
from Gaza and the Palestinians
held elections the following year,
Hamas “had had prime minister,
ministries, ministers and police.” It
also had “what was in effect a for-
midable army of 40,000 paramili-
taries, and it had a foreign policy.
It was independent enough to
launch a war.” Unlike anywhere
else in the world, “it was a base
for a military but it eschewed any
need to educate or feed its citi-
zens. That was the responsibility
of international aid organizations.
A very unique arrangement.”

From this perverse “statelet,”
the horrors of Oct. 7 emerged. “A
vile act of terror, an almost Mon-
gol style of raid and massacre and
rapine,” Mr. Montefiore says, de-
scribing the events of that day. “It
was also an illustration that in the
Middle East, violence and war
work, and force is incredibly effec-
tive at changing the whole destiny
of geopolitics.” Yahya Sinwar, the
Hamas commander, was “a diligent
student of Israeli weaknesses.” He
managed to put together a military
and “a unique subterranean war-
scape of fortified tunnels that was
capable of exploiting Israel’s flaws,
its hubris and its political division
to score what has to be seen as a
very short-lived and murderous
but decisive military strike against
one of the great military powers of
the Middle East.”

Sinwar, whom Israel killed on
Oct. 16, 2024, “successfully
changed the whole destiny of the
Middle East,” Mr. Montefiore says.
The worst pogrom in Jewish his-
tory since the World War II was
turned into a propaganda victory
for the perpetrators.

“He, Sinwar, understood much
better how the Middle East worked
than this Israeli government,” Mr.
Montefiore observes. “You have to
say that it was an act of total evil.
But it was also one of the most
successful Arab victories since
Hattin in 1187, when Saladin de-
feated the Crusaders and took Je-
rusalem.” Although Hamas “ulti-
mately failed militarily,”
abandoning Gaza’s civilians to a
prolonged and bloody war, “it has
also won massive success in terms
of political consequences. The
whole Middle East has been up-
turned by this tiny statelet and the
gamble of one psychopathic leader
who had immense freedom to act,
since Hamas leaders didn’t care
what happened to their people.”

Mr. Montefiore quotes a Hamas
official, Sami Abu Zuhri: “The price
of the suffering is worth paying.
The benefits are extensive.” Mr.

Abu Zuhri added that “the wombs
of our women will give birth to
twice the number of martyrs.” Is-
rael won “in the pitiful ruins of
Gaza,” Mr. Montefiore says. “Hamas
won in the West,” in part by con-
trolling the media within Gaza and
presenting all losses as civilian, a
narrative that proved “irreversible
even when Hamas’s allegations
were later proven to be untrue.”

“Who would have thought,” Mr.
Montefiore asks, that Oct. 7 would
result in “students at Harvard and
Columbia calling for a one-state
solution—‘from the river to the
sea’—not a two-state solution?” Is-
raelis have also had to confront
“another nightmare they never
contemplated, that a moral inver-
sion of the Holocaust would be
used against them.”

What’s more, “the Israeli lobby”
in Washington, “which was im-
mensely powerful in the 1980s and
’90s and into the 2000s, has been
totally eclipsed.” Mr. Montefiore
explains this as a consequence of
Oct. 7, “in part thanks to the de-
velopment of the new ‘decoloniza-
tion’ and anti-Zionist movement,
and in part thanks to the misgov-
ernance of this present Israeli gov-
ernment. There remains the per-
sonal relationship between Trump
and Netanyahu, but that will not
outlast these two personalities. In-
deed, its very closeness may fur-
ther contribute to the Israeli
lobby’s decline.”

M r. Montefiore doesn’t hold
Benjamin Netanyahu in
high regard. His Israeli

icon is David Ben-Gurion
(1886-1973), the country’s first
prime minister, whom he describes
as “a tactical genius who managed
to do the impossible—create a Ju-
daic republic in the Middle East.”
He wasn’t flawless, however, and
made what Mr. Montefiore called
“massive mistakes”: “He never cre-
ated a constitution, and that has
proved to be very dangerous in the
21st century. And he completely
misunderstood the nature of the
Haredim”—Israel’s ultra-orthodox
Jews. “He believed that they
should be protected as a sort of
vanishing species. Well, that
turned out to be madness, right?”

In his book, Mr. Montefiore
highlights what he calls Israel’s
contradictions: It is, he writes,
“both swaggering and insecure,
over-reaching and under-pre-
pared, secular liberal and milita-
ristic messianic, spectacular in
tactics, impoverished in strategy.”
Yet he says there is “a moment of
massive opportunity for Israel po-

litically, even now, in the region.
But they’ve got to work out how
to convert their ability to win tac-
tical military victories into lasting
settlements.”

That would require the Palestin-
ians to “recognize the permanence
of the Jewish republic in the Holy
Land” and “to signal clearly that
they do not aspire to its total de-
struction.” Oct. 7, however, means
that “in the short term—and I’m
talking about decades here—
they’ve prevented any creation of
a Palestinian state for the foresee-
able future.”

As Mr. Montefiore sees it, his-
tory in the West’s “postreligious
age,” and the uses to which it is
put, may not be on Israel’s side.
“History has assumed much of the
propulsive legitimacy and author-
ity that religion once held. Many
of the movements in Western poli-
tics now, like the new decolonial
activism, depend on a specially cu-
rated version of history”—which is
to say a false one.

Mr. Montefiore says the West’s
“self-regarding secularism,” is
hampering our understanding of
the Middle East. “The irony is that
we are in fact still Christian-adja-
cent, and the modern, ultra-radi-
cal, secular, decolonialist activism
has many of the characteristics of
a religious movement.” These in-
clude its “language of righteous-
ness, of piety, of guilt, of sin,”
along with “orthodoxies, credos,
purity tests and jargon.” The result
is a “semi-religious movement”
grafted onto the West’s longstand-
ing “weird fetish and obsession
with the Middle East, particularly
the Holy Land.”

The history of this “fetish”
dates back to the moment that
Constantine the Great (272-337)
“converted the Holy Land into a
sacred route and landscape. Then
came the Crusades, after which,
one’s got to remember, every
church in Europe had a Jerusalem
room with a picture of what Jeru-
salem would look like under the
Christians.” The Holy Land is em-
bedded in our consciousness, and
“the proprietorial moral belief that
we need to adjudicate for what
happens in the Holy Land is very,
very deep in the Western soul.”

This belief persists to this day.
But in present times it strives to
overturn Israeli, not Muslim, con-
trol. Where the fate of the region
was once in the hands of “Edward-
ian imperial grandees like Churchill
and Balfour and Lloyd George, you
now see international lawyers and
decolonialist activists believing
they have a moral right to decide

what happens in the Middle East.”
This gives rise to a further

irony. Though today’s activists are
“very critical of Western interven-
tion, and blame much of what’s
happened on Western intervention,
their pressure may well lead to a
new Western intervention in the
Middle East,” Mr. Montefiore says.
“After all, that’s what they’re call-
ing for—a new intervention to
change the political status quo in
the Holy Land.”

And so, alongside the jihad be-
ing waged against it, Israel also
faces what Mr. Montefiore calls “a
secular moral crusade. These are
modern missionaries. And their
mission is very Christian, with
features of deep religiosity. We’re
living in a fascinating period.
That these activist movements in
the West may force their govern-
ments to make a new intervention
in the Middle East would be so
beyond irony.”

This new external impulse to re-
shape the Middle East originates
not in grand chanceries but in
nongovernmental movements. “Ac-
tivist alliances are putting pres-
sure on Western governments,”
Mr. Montefiore says. “Though
great powers should not have their
foreign policies formed by small
but aggressive cadres of activists,
that is exactly what is happening.”
It is an “extraordinary moment”:
“Gaza and Palestine have become
domestic issues in small towns in
postindustrial northern Britain
and in the poshest universities and
the bourgeois activist class.”

T hese activists, he notes, are
“not interested in any other
regions or atrocities”—not

Syria, Sudan, Yemen or Iran. “That
selectivity is prefigured, and pre-
programmed, by the history of
Christendom.” There have been no
protests of any scale against the
atrocities in Iran, where in two
days—Jan. 8-9—more than 30,000
people were killed. Altogether, Mr.
Montefiore says, 42,000 civilians
were slaughtered, “an event so co-
lossal that it may be the largest
single event massacre in the entire
Middle East since 1900.” He says
the regime killed more people in a
week than the Shah did in his
nearly 40-year reign.

What accounts for the selective
moral outrage? “It shows the dan-
gers of ideology,” he says. “When
you sublet your judgment about
facts and morals to a rigid ideol-
ogy, you really surrender your abil-
ity to make real moral judgments,
and also to make real factual judg-
ments.” Instead, “you end up with
this mad situation where the
United Nations was resisting talk-
ing about the killing of 40,000
young people and the once-human-
itarian NGOs refuse to discuss it
because it might help the U.S. and
Israel.”

We are in a “completely differ-
ent moral realm now, of how to
judge the Middle East,” Mr. Mon-
tefiore says. “We are in a new
world of counterhistory, where
neither historical facts nor pres-
ent-time facts matter if they don’t
fit the ideological orthodoxy.”

Mr. Varadarajan, a Journal con-
tributor, is a fellow at the Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute and at
New York University Law School’s
Classical Liberal Institute.

We Live in ‘a New World of Counterhistory’
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The historian of the
Middle East is no fan of
Netanyahu but says there
won’t be a Palestinian
state for ‘decades.’

THE WEEKEND INTERVIEW with Simon Sebag Montefiore | By Tunku Varadarajan

OPINION

Politicians Exploit Low Voter Turnout to Raise Taxes
The next battle be-
tween socialists and
conventional Demo-
crats will be fought
in Michigan on Aug.
4, in a primary elec-
tion for the U.S. Sen-
ate. Many Michigan-
ders will vote that
same day on tax
hikes and other crit-
ical local ques-

tions—all in off-cycle elections in
which low turnout makes them like-
lier to pass. This isn’t unique to the
Great Lakes State and deserves more
attention nationwide.

Dozens of Michigan counties have
tax-and-spend measures on the Au-
gust ballot. The largest proposal, in
the Detroit suburbs of Oakland
County, is a $750 million property-tax
hike. In Wayne County, which includes
Detroit, residents will vote for a “tran-
sit millage” costing taxpayers $500
million over a decade. In Ingham
County, which includes the state capi-
tal, Lansing, voters will consider a $30
million tax to fund the local zoo. In the
counties that include the struggling
towns of Saginaw and Flint, voters
will be asked whether to fund institu-
tions like museums and libraries.

These requests might seem hum-
drum, but one factor makes them
calculated and hazardous for tax-
payers: the date.

Aug. 4 is a seemingly random
time to ask voters to fork over
more money. So is May 5, when
Michigan voters were asked to ap-
prove $2 billion in local tax and
spending plans, according to the
Michigan Information & Research
Service. But these dates are no ac-
cident. Local politicians, school-
board officials and special-interest
groups such as teachers unions de-
liberately choose little-known dates
to push their demands.

Off-cycle elections have dramati-
cally lower turnout than the typical
November Election Day. It isn’t un-
common for off-cycle elections to
see a third, a quarter or even less
than a fifth as many people show up
to vote. This August election coin-
cides with the Senate primary, but
turnout will still be lower than on
the traditional November date.

For local politicos with big spend-
ing plans, this provides an opportu-
nity to tilt the playing field. When
comparatively few people are voting,

politicians and interest groups can
rally their bases to secure easy victo-
ries. Local officials can use taxpayer
money to grease the skids. While it’s
illegal in Michigan to electioneer
with public money, officials at school
boards can publish guides and mate-
rials that “inform” voters about how
tax-hike revenue will be spent. So
long as they don’t say “vote yes,”
they are fine. The combination of
these “educational materials” and
low turnout can get the votes to pass
such ballot measures.

The political class almost always
wins. I’ve analyzed the past 10 years
of available state data and found that
on average 87% of local off-cycle tax
proposals passed at the ballot box. It
isn’t uncommon for more than 90%
of ballot proposals to succeed in
these off-cycle elections. By contrast,
82% of ballot-measure tax proposals
over the past decade passed during
traditional November elections.

The good news is that public oppo-
sition to tax hikes has grown in recent
years. Voters in several Michigan
school districts rejected bonds in low-
turnout elections onMay 5. In Saginaw
County, voters have shot down three
significant school bonds since 2023. I
know people who ran these Saginaw
County opposition campaigns, and if
they hadn’t stepped up to get out the
vote against the measures, politicians’
tax-and-spend dreams almost certainly

would have become reality.
Turnout matters in every election,

but proponents of low taxes and sane
spending shouldn’t have to fight
harder to get people to the ballot
box. Off-cycle elections heavily ad-
vantage politicians and special inter-
est groups to the detriment of tax-
payers. The solution is simple: Move
meaningful local ballot questions to
Election Day in November.

States could implement this re-
form with a simple law that applies
to every county and locality within
their borders. Local officials and
interest groups would complain,
but they have dominated the sys-
tem for too long. They also have no
reasonable defense for keeping the
status quo. It is one thing for pri-
maries to be held off-cycle, so a

smaller number of voters can de-
cide each party’s candidate before
the big day in November. It is an-
other matter entirely for a rela-
tively tiny slice of the electorate to
foist tax hikes and spending deci-
sions on everyone else.

State governments should encour-
age the largest number of people
possible to make their voices heard
on important ballot questions. Aug.
4 may or may not be a win for social-
ists in Michigan. But hopefully this is
the last August when Michiganders,
or voters anywhere in America, are
asked to fork over money with little
awareness or fanfare.

Mr. Reitz is executive vice presi-
dent of the Mackinac Center for Pub-
lic Policy.

Many Michigan county
measures are on Tuesday’s
primary ballot. Why can’t
they wait for November?

CROSS
COUNTRY
By Michael
J. Reitz

From “Hot nights are costing you
up to 56 hours of sleep per year,
study finds,” NPR.org, July 28:

“Heat really finds the vulnerable
people first,” [sleep doctor Daniel
Rifkin] says. “It affects those the
most that need the help the most.”

He recommends doing whatever
possible to cool your sleep space. If
nothing else is possible, sticking

your feet outside the sheet or blan-
ket can help your body shed heat
and cool down enough to sink into
sleep.

Beyond those recommendations,
[Climate Central’s Kristina] Dahl
says one of the best sleep aids isn’t
a pill or a meditation app, but cut-
ting back on burning fossil fuels,
the primary driver of climate
change.

Notable & Quotable: Sleep
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Our Act Is Against China, Not Mercedes Benz
No one is trying to ban Mercedes

Benz from the U.S. market, as your ed-
itorial “Republicans Go for a UAW
Ride” (July 27) claims. You left out of
your analysis that the German-based,
Chinese-owned automaker could con-
tinue to operate in America even un-
der the Connected Vehicle Security Act
by simply having its Chinese share-
holders divest so that the company is
under the proposed act’s equity limit.
The Journal’s line of thinking requires
us to believe that Mercedes Benz
would choose to fire at least 7,500
Americans and lose the U.S. market to
keep two Chinese owners.

This legislation, which I’m leading
in the House of Representatives,
passed unanimously from the Senate
Commerce Committee and has more
than 80 bipartisan co-sponsors
across both chambers. The lawmak-
ers supporting it recognize that
China’s massive state-subsidized
overcapacity in automaking has crip-
pled Europe’s automakers and poses

a threat to our nation’s auto industry.
Too many of our nation’s banks, cor-

porations and media outlets still cling
to poorly reasoned China apologetics,
despite ample evidence they shouldn’t.
No amount of trade liberalization will
make the Chinese Communist Party for
free markets or free people, and it isn’t
“rent-seeking” to acknowledge that
fact. Our nation’s broader industrial
base has been hollowed out by willful
blindness and a dogmatic insistence
that we continue granting Chinese
companies all the privileges of our
market without demanding reciprocal
treatment for our own companies.

The Select Committee on China
looks forward to working with compa-
nies and institutions that want to seri-
ously address the threats our country
faces from China’s communists. The
Connected Vehicle Security Act is a vi-
tal step to doing so.

REP. JOHN MOOLENAAR (R., MICH.)
Chairman, Select Committee on China

Washington

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“It’s my solar pad.”

THEWALL STREET JOURNAL

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

Warsh Makes Markets Do Their Job

M emo to Wall Street: Quit whining
about the Federal Reserve. Your cli-
ents are paying you (a lot) to make

judgments about risks and re-
turns in real time, and it’s em-
barrassingwhen you complain
now that Daddy Fed isn’t tell-
ing you how to do it.

We’re sorry for any ruffled
feathers, but someone has to
say this after the outpouring of scorn directed
at Fed Chairman Kevin Warsh this week. The
second Federal OpenMarket Committee meet-
ing he led in his still-new tenure onWednesday
left the overnight Fed funds rate target range
unchanged, though with three dissenting votes
in favor of an increase.

In his press conference following the meet-
ing, Mr. Warsh delivered a strong statement
that the Fed aims for 2% inflation and not 2%-
plus-what-we-think-we-can-get-away-with. But
he otherwise stuck to his determination to de-
prive markets of “forward guidance” on future
rate moves. Cue a freak-out on Wall Street, on
bond desks—and among the journalists these
folks talk to.

This distills to two complaints that we can
see. The first is that Mr. Warsh is blowing his
credibility by not raising interest rates to tamp
down stubborn inflation, especially with a new
Middle East energy-price shock looming. This
crowd argues that rising bond yields since
Wednesday, especially at the long end of the
curve, signal that investors doubt Mr. Warsh
will bring inflation under control.

Maybe, and maybe not. Even after this
week’s rise, rates aren’t high by historical stan-
dards. The 10-year Treasury at about 4.74% is
lower than it was for most of the 1990s and the
entirety of the ’80s. Ditto the 30-year at 5.28%.
As of Thursday, the average annual inflation
rate investors anticipate over the next decade,
as measured by the 10-year breakeven on infla-
tion-protected bonds, was 2.27%. That’s above
the Fed’s target, but less than the 2.5% inflation
priced in May.

An alternative explanation for the recent rise
in long rates could be anticipated economic
growth as investors continue to digest the arti-
ficial intelligence boom. Friday’s rising yields
were accompanied by good days for equities
around the world. Enthusiasm for stock invest-
ments seems to have drawn capital into those
markets and pushed up bond yields to compen-
sate. It all sounds so old-fashioned, and also,
dare we say, normal.

We don’t knowwhich of these factors—agita
surrounding Mr. Warsh’s credibility and infla-

tion, economic growth, or something else—is
drivingmarkets now. Neither, we’d venture, do
many market pundits. Which leads us to the

other complaint about Mr.
Warsh—that he isn’t telling
investors what to do. This
leaves them to figure it out for
themselves.

This encompasses several
whinges. One is that by aban-

doning the Fed’s prior practice of sending strong
signals about its future rate intentions, Mr.
Warsh is losing control of the longer end of the
bond yield curve. Nevermind that thiswas never
something the Fed aspired to dictate before the
Ben Bernanke era. Mr. Warsh has said this loss
of control is a feature, not a bug, of his method.
He wants market participants to “play the ball
and not the referee.”

Whining about the lack of guidance is an odd
complaint from the same people who worry
markets are sending an important signal about
Mr. Warsh’s policy choices (see above). Would
they prefer he use forward guidance to head-
fake markets into covering his tracks?

A related complaint is that the Fed is too im-
portant to be this quiet. This is more true than
it used to be after repeated rounds of quantita-
tive easing made the Fed a major participant
in the Treasury market. But the Fed’s guidance
often has been wrong and damaging—incor-
rectly forecasting inflation, and trapping itself
in policy errors. Especially because it’s the 800-
pound gorilla in markets, better a gorilla that
sits quietly for a change.

i i i

Much of this may not be about economics.
One undertone to this debate is that many of
Mr.Warsh’s critics want to goad him into a rate
increase that would antagonize President
Trump. The Fed press corps would love nothing
better, after feuds betweenMr. Trump andMr.
Warsh’s predecessor Jerome Powell made for
rare compelling copy about a central bank.

There’s also the awkward question of
whetherWall Street knows how to do the risk-
pricing Mr. Warsh now asks of it. Not since
2008 have trading desks had tomake decisions
on bond deals without reference to a cheat-
sheet from the Eccles Building. That’s roughly
a generation if not two, as measured by the ca-
reer span of a bond trader.

Mr.Warsh knows his reputation is on the line
concerning his ability to deliver price stability.
And it’s been all of two meetings and 71 days
since he took on the job. The freak-out is prema-
ture, and it reflects worse on Wall Street than
it does on Mr. Warsh.

Have they forgotten how
to price risk without
the Fed guiding them?

Replimune’s RP1 Gets a Thumbs Up

G reat news. A Food andDrugAdministra-
tion advisory committee of non-agency
scientists and doctors on Thursday

voted 10-3 to support approval
of Replimune’smelanoma im-
munotherapy, though not
without agency staffers put-
ting up a fight. We hope FDA
leaders heed the panel’s rec-
ommendation when they de-
cide as soon as thisweekendwhether to approve
the therapy.

Market analysts predicted that the panel
would vote against Replimune’s RP1 after FDA
staffers thisweek released highly critical brief-
ingdocuments. The trial results apparentlywere
so impressive that the bureaucrats couldn’t be-
lieve them. The FDA reviewers cited a litany of
dubious reasons why the outside experts
shouldn’t trust the trial results, aswe described
in a recent editorial.

RP1 is a re-engineered herpes virus that is in-
jected intomelanoma tumors and causes cancer
cells to burst. This releases flares that train the
immune system to track down and kill cancer
cells hiding around thebody.Manypatientswith
metastatic melanoma don’t respond to, or de-
velop resistance to, other front-line immuno-
therapies.

Replimune’s therapy turbo-charges the re-
sponse to other immunotherapies byunmasking
cancer cells. In thisway it shrinks both superfi-
cial and distant tumors, with far fewer side ef-
fects than chemotherapy or radiation. A third of

patientswhose cancerworsenedonother immu-
notherapies experienced remission onRP1,with
cancers vanishing in one of six.

While FDA staffers down-
played thisbenefit, oneoncolo-
gist at the advisory committee
hearing pointedly noted that
mostphysiciansconsidera30%
response rate inmetastatic pa-
tients whose cancer worsened

onother treatments tobesignificant.Anotheron-
cologist chided the FDA for failing to establish a
precise benchmark for determiningwhat consti-
tutes a benefit of “large magnitude.”

The FDA reviewers said tumors may have
shrunk because of run-of-the-mill biopsies per-
formedduring the trial, or fromthe immunother-
apy thatpatientshadn’t previously responded to,
or fromthemerepokingof the tumorwith anee-
dle.Youhave tomarvel at theirbull-headedoppo-
sition to a medicine that is saving lives.

TheFDA reviewers even claimed they are act-
ing in patients’ best interest by protecting them
from a drug that might not work. Protecting
themby consigning them to an inevitable death
sentence? GeorgeOrwell, call your office.Mela-
noma patients and their family members who
testified at thehearingdisagreed andbegged the
agency to approve the medicine. The advisory
committee listened.

Still, the agency’s fierce resistance to approv-
ing RP1 underscores the need for systemic
changes to a bureaucracy that prioritizes pro-
tecting its control over helping patients.

An advisory committee
sides with patients over
the FDA bureaucracy.

John Thune’s Confirmation Fast Track

T he Senate next week intends to confirm
its fifth batch of President Trump’s
nominees using the “en bloc” process

that Sen. John Thune inaugu-
rated last year for non-major
posts. The latest list of 74
names includes future ambas-
sadors to Australia, Brazil
and Equatorial Guinea. There
are assistant secretaries,
judges for the District of Columbia, and roles
at agencies such as the National Credit Union
Administration Board.

Assuming this tranche goes through as ex-
pected, the Senate will have used the method
to fast track 375 ofMr. Trump’s nominees since
September, whenMr. Thune led Republicans to
change the chamber’s rules for group consider-
ation. For the record, that figure will be about
63% of total civilian Senate confirmations so far
in the second Trump Administration. Over the
long haul, this procedural streamlining will
benefit both parties.

The point is to circumvent delay, not sub-
stantive political debate. The en bloc process
enshrined by Mr. Thune can’t be used to con-

firm cabinet secretaries or federal judges, all
of whom still need individual attention from the
Senate. Yet more than 1,000 positions require

confirmation, and an obsti-
nate minority party can use
each one as an opportunity for
delay. That’s true even if there
isn’t serious opposition to the
President’s pick for ambassa-
dor to Belize or the board of

directors at Amtrak.
Frustrated with dilatory tactics by Demo-

crats, Mr. Trump has demanded that Congress
simply adjourn and let him fill vacancies using
recess appointments. Senate Republicans de-
clined, rightly, since that would be an abdica-
tion of their power to advise and consent, leav-
ing no limits on whomMr. Trumpmight install
or in what roles. Does housing and spying czar
Bill Pulte want another brass nameplate for his
collection?

Mr. Thune’s approach seems to be working,
in that it’s speeding through batches of noncon-
troversial agency subordinates, while preserv-
ing the Senate’s right to confirm, or not, the
next intended Attorney General.

The new ‘en bloc’ route
has sped hundreds of

Trump’s confirmations.
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Where Wildlife Roams Free and So Do You
Dennis Kneale’s op-ed “At Home in

Florida’s Wild Kingdom” (July 27) per-
fectly captures one of the great reali-
ties of living in Florida: We don’t sim-
ply observe nature, we live alongside
it. Most of the time that coexistence is
one of the state’s greatest attractions.
Occasionally, however, it requires gov-
ernment to perform a task that only
government can.

Recently, a large alligator took up
residence in a pond within our condo-
minium community. With residents
walking the paths daily and many
owners exercising their dogs near the
water, the alligator became a legiti-
mate public-safety concern.

We contacted the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission’s
Statewide Nuisance Alligator Program.
Frankly, I expected the response might
take a day or two. Instead, within ap-
proximately four hours, a licensed trap-
per arrived, safely captured the animal
and removed it from the community.

In today’s political climate, govern-
ment successes rarely receive the
same attention as failures. This one
deserves recognition. Florida has cre-
ated a program that is focused, effi-
cient, professionally administered and
responsive. It protects residents while
responsibly managing one of the na-

tion’s most iconic wildlife species.
Mr. Kneale reminds us that living in

Florida means accepting both the
beauty and responsibilities of its
unique environment. Our experience
reinforced another lesson: When gov-
ernment is well-designed, narrowly fo-
cused and competently managed, it can
deliver exceptional value to the public.

K.J. NYGAARD
Naples, Fla.

Mr. Kneale could have added to his
list of creatures with which Floridians
are willing to coexist: sharks, raccoons,
armadillos, possums, rattlesnakes and
bugs of every variety. Add to that hur-
ricanes and ferocious lightning caused
by humidity from ocean breezes. All of
these things help give Florida its
unique character. We love our state and
wouldn’t choose to live anywhere else.

CHAD PRICE
Winter Park, Fla.

My wife and I lived in Oregon for
30 years and now happily reside in
Florida. After reading Mr. Kneale’s op-
ed we have an idea for a new slogan
for the Sunshine State: Florida, where
wildlife roams free and so do you.

JERRY DAWSON
Citrus Hills, Fla.

How Sec. 232 Tariffs Undermine U.S. Industry
In his letter “A Trump Tariff Suc-

cess Story: American Steel” (July 16),
Steel Manufacturers Association Exec-
utive Vice President Brandon Farris
points to rising steel production and
capacity utilization as proof that Sec-
tion 232 tariffs are a success. But that
view leaves out the vehicles that keep
America’s core industries running—
and the workers now struggling to af-
ford them.

Consider our farming community.
Rural America runs on working vehi-
cles like utility-task vehicles and all-
terrain vehicles. Farmers like my fam-
ily rely on them daily to feed
livestock, move equipment and sup-
plies, and monitor irrigation systems.
We’re already facing the toughest ag-
ricultural economy in nearly 50 years,

on top of persistently high fertilizer
and fuel costs. Yet an April revision to
the president’s 232 proclamation now
applies these tariffs to the full value of
ATVs and UTVs, threatening to add
thousands of dollars to the cost of a
single vehicle.

These same vehicles keep other
core industries running. Energy and
mining crews use them to transport
equipment in work zones, while emer-
gency responders depend on them to
mobilize in tough terrain. When tariff
policy makes basic equipment unaf-
fordable for the people who use it ev-
ery day, it stops protecting American
industry and starts undermining it.

To ensure our nation’s farmers,
ranchers, energy producers and first
responders can still afford the equip-
ment they need to do their jobs, poli-
cymakers should adopt targeted tariff
relief that protects working vehicles.

TODD CRANNEY
Executive director

Save America’s Working Vehicles
Meridian, Idaho

Pepper ...
And Salt

Hey, Burglars and Squatters!
Your editorial “Mamdani’s Class En-

emies List” (July 30) rightfully casti-
gates the New York mayor for his coun-
terproductive campaign against part-
time residents. I’d go further: Zohran
Mamdani’s release of the names of
nearly a million owners of potentially
partially vacant domiciles along with
their addresses is sheer madness. It’s
functionally a field guide of targets for
burglars, looters and squatters.

MOSHE YUDKOWSKY
Chicago

Words Preserved for Posterity
Might Come Out a Bit Sooner

Tevi Troy wonders in his op-ed
“Dear Diary, I Hope They Don’t FOIA
You” (July 30) why anyone in public
service would keep a diary that
could someday come back to haunt
them.

The answer seems clear to me:
The only professionals who keep di-
aries believe that future historians
are going to be interested in them.
They are not keeping a diary for
themselves. They are writing it for
their fans.

Such motivation betrays some-
thing about their personalities. They
write because they want others to
fawn over the content.

DAVID LANGE
Lincoln, Neb.
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about witnessing or capturing the
size and scale of a crisis, or feeling
shock or anxiety. It is about other
things.

On Jan. 6, 2020, he goes to a
“Super A list” party. At a meeting
later that month, House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi hugs and kisses him
and tells everyone “how great I
am.” At another, President Trump
tells Dr. Fauci, “Lou Dobbs . . . told
me that you were one of the smart-
est, knowledgeable and outstanding
persons he knows.” Dr. Fauci was
“very pleased,” others “stunned and
impressed.”

Jan. 30: “All my friends kept say-
ing I was a national hero” and that
they “ ‘felt safe in my arms.’ ”

March 8: “Nice profiles of me in
Politico and NY Times today.”

March 15: “I did all 5 Sunday
Shows today (my 3rd ‘Fauci 5’).”
Apparently this is his version of
“the full Ginsburg,” named for
Monica Lewinsky’s attorney, Wil-
liam Ginsburg, when he did five
Sunday shows in one morning.

March 26: “Donuts are being
named after me; T shirts have my
picture on them.”

April 7: “Press still hot and

heavy about me.”
May 21: “POTUS seems to be en-

amored of me.”
That’s before he gets to the

movie star sending him flowers.
In one sense, it screams Seven

Deadly Sins—he gave in to his
pride. But it also makes the his-
tory in which he took such a big
part look banal and inhuman: Your
historic emergency is his media
opportunity.

A deeper criticism is that in the
diary he doesn’t seem at all hum-
bled by the role in which he’s been
cast, or by his responsibilities. I
saw no deep reflection on the suf-
ferings of his countrymen. He
doesn’t see the red crosses on the
door. He attaches clippings of or
links to fawning newspaper profiles
and columns, but not to stories
about what was happening in the
civilian population of his country as
it went through a crisis.

The sweep and detail of Pepys’s
diary captures the spirit of his age,
the Restoration; let’s hope the flat-
ness and self-adulation of Anthony
Fauci’s doesn’t capture ours.

I end with a thought that may
sound extreme, but I think there’s

Anthony Fauci Unmasks Himself
thought: Good. What
history most needs is
first-person testimony,
the more the better, in
real time—if possible.

I thought of Samuel
Pepys, a senior govern-
ment administrator for
the British navy in his
late 20s and 30s,
whose diary gave his-
tory the finest first-
person reporting on
two different cata-
clysms that hit London,
the Great Fire of 1666
and the Great Plague
the year before.

Pepys watched the
Great Fire from the
Tower of London, near
where he lived, and
came to grasp, with
shock, the size and
scale of it. In a famous
passage on Sept. 2,
1666, he described see-
ing “poor people stay-
ing in their houses as
long as till the very fire
touched them, and then running
into boats, or clambering from one
pair of stairs by the water-side to
another. And among other things,
the poor pigeons, I perceive, were
loth to leave their houses, but hov-
ered about the windows and balco-
nys till they were, some of them
burned, their wings, and fell
down.”

Pepys recorded all the chaos
around him. His writing was jagged
and real-time. He reported what
he’d seen to King Charles II.

He was also an eyewitness to the
Great Plague of 1665, which took an
estimated 100,000 lives, about a
fourth of London’s population, in 18
months. He records empty streets
and carts collecting the dead. On
June 7, 1665, Pepys passes the homes
of the quarantined: “This day, much
against my Will, I did in Drury-lane
see two or three houses marked with
a red cross upon the doors, and
‘Lord have mercy upon us’ writ
there.” He was pained and fright-
ened: He’d never seen such a thing.

With this frame, alas, I read the
first five months of Dr. Fauci’s pan-
demic diary.

As has been reported, it isn’t

some degree of truth
in it.

Looking back on the
public-leadership aspect
of the pandemic—while
we were in the trauma
and fear of the first
months, while we were
banging pots at 7 p.m.
to thank hospital work-
ers, and scientists were
zooming to find out
more about treatments
and protocols, and ear-
nest medical officials
were showing up on ca-
ble explaining what
they believed to be
true—a lot of people
tried to do a lot of good
things. But it all became
pretty political pretty
fast, pretty insidery and
groupthinky, and pretty
smug as the previously
obscure became famous
overnight.

It all came together
and yielded a little so-
cietal Chernobyl.

The reactor blew, causing a ca-
lamity. The politicians lied and
couldn’t be trusted, the bureaucrats
lied and couldn’t be trusted, the
government scientists lied about
the data in front of their eyes, the
national press was a propaganda
machine. As much as anything,
Chernobyl contributed to the top-
pling of the Soviet Union.

Looking back on the Covid crisis,
a lot of professionals were trusted
beyond the point they deserved. So
were many politicians. As people on
the ground in America rose up
against lockdowns, closed schools,
mask mandates, closed churches,
they were often unheard, or heard
slowly, reluctantly and disrespect-
fully. The medical and scientific es-
tablishment didn’t seem to be a
part of the public anymore, but
handling the public.

And by the end, a lot of people
thought they couldn’t trust the
politicians and couldn’t trust the
scientists.

My fear is that next time, and
there likely will be a next time, reg-
ular people will think: There’s no
one to trust. We’re on our own.

That won’t be a good thing.

Anthony Fauci in Washington.
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I t wasn’t good for Anthony
Fauci or anybody else that he
took the Fifth at his Senate
hearing this week. That plus
his diary may well have been

a reputation-destroying event.
It was obviously his right as a

citizen to invoke the protections of
the Constitution, and he surely had
his reasons, but everyone who takes
the Fifth knows what it looks like:
It’s the early ’60s, we’re at congres-
sional hearings on la Cosa Nostra,
and the head of one of the five fam-
ilies is fiddling with his diamond
pinkie ring as he asserts his right
not to incriminate himself.

Dr. Fauci is the man who ran the
pandemic response in America. He
was the face of it. When you have
been appointed, in effect, to lead a
nation through a disaster you owe
that nation a full and frequent ac-
counting. To seem to dodge is un-
becoming. He has already been

given a sweeping presidential par-
don by Joe Biden; in the time after
and not covered by that pardon, he
owes it to the public to speak
truthfully.

It would have been good to hear
Dr. Fauci, now 85, distill what the
entire pandemic experience was and
what it did to us as a society, what
could have been done to make its
management better, what decisions
in retrospect made it worse. Look-
ing back, did he or others, in their
newfound ascendancy, get carried
away? On reflection, is there any
justice to the charge they became
power-drunk?

Dr. Fauci’s pandemic diary, re-
leased this week, was also damag-
ing. When I heard of its existence, I

His diaries make clear that
he saw the pandemic less
as a historic emergency
than a media opportunity.
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The Smithsonian’s Disdain for America

T he Smithsonian Institution’s
National Museum of American
History has been in the news

for disparaging our nation’s history
and engaging in partisan activism.
Addressing such charges, the mu-
seum’s director, Anthea Hartig, tes-
tified at two congressional hearings.
The most interesting thing about
her prepared testimony is that she
chose not to address a single exhibit
that has opened under her seven-
year watch.

Responding to a 160-page report
from the White House Domestic Pol-
icy Council that details how the mu-
seum has strayed from its intended
mission, Ms. Hartig’s response was
to invoke the flag—specifically, the
Star-Spangled Banner. In her pre-
pared testimony, she referenced it
multiple times. That flag, which so
inspired Francis Scott Key, has been
displayed at the National Museum
of American History since 1964 and
housed in its current gallery for 18
years. That exhibit is excellent and
patriotic, but the newer parts of the
museum are heavy-handed, dumbed-
down and anti-American—the oppo-
site of what a national museum
should be.

I sat directly beside Ms. Hartig as
a witness in her second hearing. I
testified that the National Museum
of American History increasingly is
a museum not about American his-
tory, but about activists’ attempts to
shape the future. The museum’s
newer exhibits offer no coherent
sense of a shared national identity,
and they divide Americans into op-
pressors and the oppressed.

Since Ms. Hartig didn’t want to
discuss the offerings unveiled dur-
ing her tenure, let me highlight a
few. A stand-alone display case in
the midst of a busy walkway con-
tains a lone National Football

League jersey. It isn’t one that was
worn by Jim Thorpe, Red Grange,
Jim Brown or any other early NFL
legend. The jersey belonged to Carl
Nassib, who in 2021 became the
league’s “first openly gay player to
take the field in a regular-season
game.” Nearby, in a mini-exhibit on
video games, visitors are asked,
“Have you ever experimented with
your identity in video games?” In
April, apparently to commemorate
the 250th anniversary of American
independence, the museum opened
“¡Puro Ritmo!: The Musical Journey
of Salsa.”

In the “family friendly” exhibit
“Change Your Game / Cambia tu
juego,” visitors are asked, “Is Gen-
der Testing Fair?” They’re told that
“critics argue that gender tests are
humiliating and discriminate against
athletes who challenge traditional
gender norms.” Aside from its com-

mitment to activism, this is essen-
tially an exhibit about nothing,
pushing the outer limits of vacuous-
ness. Prominent signs ask and an-
swer, “Who Can Be a Game
Changer? Anyone.” “Who Is a Game

Changer? You Are.” What this has to
do with American history is any-
one’s guess.

While making space for such
drivel, the museum ignores huge
swaths of American history. It offers
little to nothing on the colonial pe-
riod, the American founding, the

Louisiana Purchase, the Louis and
Clark expedition, the Lincoln-Doug-
las debates, the pioneers and set-
tlers of the American West, the
Roaring ’20s, the Great Depression,
the Cold War and much else.

During questioning, Ms. Hartig
claimed that the museum has “a
dozen exhibitions that include the
founding era.” In response, I noted,
“You could put everything in the
museum that mentions the founding
into the rooms that feature the low-
rider exhibit and the salsa music ex-
hibit, and you’d have space left
over.”

What little the museum does pro-
vide on the founding and pre-found-
ing eras is largely critical. In one ex-
hibit, 1492-1776 is referred to as the
period of “Unsettling the Conti-
nent.” Visitors are told, “Our world
today grows out of that unsettling
history.” Elsewhere, they’re told

that our founding can either be
viewed as a “complete, perfect, sa-
cred event led by a great patriot
who, as American children would
learn, never told a lie” or else as
“part of a wider, unfinished move-
ment” that was “deeply imperfect.”
Viewing our founding as one of the
greatest events in world history,
warts and all, apparently isn’t an
option.

Americans deserve a National
Museum of American History that
expresses a love of that history and
views it as the wondrous story of a
nation conceived in liberty. They
don’t deserve a museum that alter-
nates between ignoring and con-
demning our extraordinary heritage.

Mr. Anderson is president of the
American Main Street Initiative. He
served as director of the Bureau of
Justice Statistics, 2017-21.

By Jeffrey H. Anderson

The head of the National
Museum of American
History doesn’t want to
talk about her exhibits.

Open Weight and AI’s Coming Chernobyl Moment
Two things seem
obvious in the
fight over
whether to ban
open-weight arti-
ficial-intelligence
models from
China. Nothing is
likely to be de-
cided formally un-
less there’s a big
event, and a big

event seems likely.
Anthropic’s most advanced

model, Mythos, remains withheld
from general distribution because
it could be used in cyberattacks.
Then there’s the recent hooligan-
ism of an OpenAI model, which es-
caped a testing environment, stole
credentials of multiple private-
company servers, then burglarized

one to steal the answer to a prob-
lem-solving challenge.

Hugging Face, the company
whose server was violated, counts
an impressive 17,600 distinct acts as
part of the attack. Log inspections
subsequently revealed that An-
thropic’s experimental models are
no strangers to such behavior too.

The big concern should be open-
weight AI models from China, dis-
tributed free or cheaply, which can
be modified by the user beyond the
purview or control of the creator.
These Chinese models are catching
up quick. They’ll soon be creating
such incidents if they aren’t already,
and will be harder to catch or stop.

When is Beijing going to wake
up?

Which brings us to the oddest
circumstance of all. Any urge by the
Trump administration to ban the
Chinese models is being swallowed
up in a tsunami of protest from U.S.
tech influencers. See a recent op-ed
in these pages by Mark Zuckerberg.
Critics of a ban pitch their argu-
ment in terms of generalities like
freedom and innovation. Between
the lines, their fear is Washington
seizing a role in deciding what AI
capabilities will be allowed in pub-
lic hands.

They fear U.S. leaders OpenAI
and Anthropic effectively becoming
authorized monopolists. For their
own businesses, Mr. Zuckerberg and
other tech executives want cheap
AI. They also want to avoid being
overmastered in their own domains
by government-backed giants.

And yet, as with many AI debates,
this one seems a case of being on a

fast-moving train and arguing
whether to get off at a stop we’ve
already missed. Fear (or hope) of
unassailable U.S. AI monopolies is
obsolete, if it was ever justified.
Better fixes are already reverberat-
ing, such as requiring domestic
frontier labs to license “distillation”
for U.S. builders of open-weight
competitors.

Distillation is the practice by
which Chinese models are suspected
of free-riding on U.S. pioneers in

their training and development, giv-
ing the Chinese a cost advantage in
competition with U.S. pioneers. In
essence, let a thousand flowers
bloom and make sure more of them
are U.S. flowers.

There’s a big but: With the pass-
ing of the monopoly moment also is
passing the most obvious strategy
for dealing with AI risks before
they come out of the lab.

These risks include a Chernobyl-
like or Chinese wet market acci-
dent—a mass disruption event in a
form we might not even be able to
visualize right now. The risks also
include the more familiar ones of
terrorists, criminals or rogue states
getting their hands on advanced cy-
ber or bioweapon capabilities.

Letters are circulating by AI

leaders calling for a slowdown in
the release of new models, and for
a joint effort by the U.S. and China.
Good luck, at least before we get a
focusing mishap. In the meantime,
how about putting more informa-
tion before passengers of this run-
away train? I asked Google’s Gemini
AI to draft a “statement of concern”
for the Trump administration to
help clarify the risks to private us-
ers of proliferating AI models.

Of the Chinese threat, it says,
“While low costs and downloadable
model weights may appear attrac-
tive to American enterprises seek-
ing off-the-shelf software, free or
low-cost foreign AI software comes
with hidden national security costs,
severe legal liabilities, and compro-
mised data security.”

U.S. national-security concerns
aren’t going to be a big factor for
private users deciding whether to
use Chinese AI models. Fears of
data piracy and legal liability are
rational dissuaders. We’ve seen as
much—liability risk was almost cer-
tainly a factor in Anthropic’s deci-
sion to withhold Mythos.

But an important piece is miss-
ing. What do our spy agencies
know about the relationship be-
tween China’s AI labs and China’s
Communist Party? That is, beyond
the stipulation that applies to all
Chinese companies that they coop-
erate on national goals when Bei-
jing rings up.

If U.S. intelligence knows some-
thing that the private user base
should know before trusting their
prompts to a Chinese AI, now would
be a good time to tell us.

Maybe it’s time for U.S.
intelligence agencies to tell
us what they know about
the Chinese models.
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