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Addictive by design: A
socialmediareckoning

r I Ywo recent court rulings in the United States against
leading social media platforms are likely to reshape
Big Tech’s with the ALos
Angeles jury accepted a young woman’s argument that
Meta and YouTube designed their social media services
to be addictive, and awarded $6 million in damages. She
cited featureswhich shesaid drove herinto compulsive use,
causing depression and excessive stress over her physical
appearance. A New Mexico juryimposed a penalty of $375
million on Meta for misleading users about child sa.fery
These ies, while not ial for the comp
have set a precedent in making them answerable for their
products’design. The developmentisbeing compared W|th
court verdicts in the 1990s that held tobacco

CYCLEOF IMPUNITY

The Empirerequires
consensus, notaking

American imperialism
was always enabled
by bipartisan policies.
Limiting the story to
Trump misdiagnoses
the problem

VISHAL R CHORADIYA

ast weekend, Americans in re-
cord numbers took to the streets
lin what organisers called the “No
Kings” protests —a nationwide rebuke
of Donald Trump’s authoritarian in-
stinets, his administration’s aggres-
deportation itsrushto

British intelligence - orchestrated the
overthrow of Mohammad Mosaddegh,
Iran’s democramally elected Prime
mes(er. inan operatmn known as

WikiLeaks, spent years in a British
prison fighting extradition to the US.
This prosecution, initiated under Oba-
ma-era legal Ir'\mcworks and contin-

Ajax. ddegh had nati

Iran'soilindustry, threatening Western
commercialinterests. The CIA funded
media propaganda, bribed officials,
and paid agitators to manufacture
political chaos, ultimately restoring
the Shah to power. The hostility that
defines today’s crisis has roots that
Washington itself planted, across ad-
ministrations of every stripe.

uedunder 2
stems from his lassified

SPEAKOUT

People are happy wherever our chief
ministergoes. Theyreceive him
happily. Itis the Government

of Indiawhichis against the

people of Tamil Nadu.

TKSElangovan, DMK Spokesperson

You know, to address crowds and make
promises does not require very much brains.

Eduard Shevardnadze

documentsthat revealed American war
crimesin Iraqand Afghanistan, includ-
ing the killing of civilians and journal-
ists. The prosecution of a publisher for
publishing was treated by much of the
mainstream American press not as a
constitutional crisis but as a matter of
national secumy

The same structural inuity ap-
plies to immigration enforcement.
During Trump'’s first term, between
2017 and 2021, Democrati

Thatpress} leearlier,
repeated with d utinythe
[a]se mtellxgence clau:ns that Jjustified

responsible for manufacturing addictive products and
concealing the healthrisks involved.

The element of addiction in the use of social media has
been widely discussed and studied. People involved in the
design processes have also spoken about it. Platforms are
structured in such a way that they capture the minds of
the users, keep them interested, and make them return.
The metrics of views, likes, shares,

war with Iran, and its assault on free
expression. The demonstrations were
large, impassioned, and understanda-
ble. They were also, in a crucial sense,
dangerously insufficient.

‘Trump invites a particular kind of
attention. His public statements are
hlum to the point of being cammmsh

forexperti

andc :uv:)ly 1edtokeep
usersc ator US court

platforms. In some cases, an identi-
ficationwith the make-believeworld
these platforms create can lead to
anxiety, depression, and psychotic
conditions. The petitionerin the Los
Angeles case, identified by her ini-
tials, KGM, testified that she began
using social media at the age of six.
She developed body dysmorphia,
whichshetracedtoheruseofbeauty

rulings may
set the tone for
global

regulation,
balancing free
speechwith
user safety

icreason is worn as a badge of lwnour.
and his disdain for diplomatic niceties
makes the violence of American state-
craftvisiblein ways that more polished
presidents are careful to obscure. It is
tempting to read in him a singular vil-
lain, a man whose personality alone
has bent the arc of American power
towards cruelty. But to hold Trump

fIraq, weap-
ons of mass destruction that turned
outtobeentirely fabricated. Thesame
outlets framed the 2011 NATO inter-
ventionin Libyaasahumanitarianun-
dertaking, obscuring the devastation
that followed.

Undergirdingall of thisisaracial log-
icthatlong predates Trump. American
imperial power has historically treat-
ed the lives of non-White peoples - in
West Asia, Latin America, and Africa
- as expendable, their nations as the-
atres for resource extraction, regime
change, and proxy conflict. Trump’s
rhetonc makes this cuntcmpt expl(mt
Earlierad
the measured Ianguage of democl acv

ianinterven-

aloner rth ionsofthe

voted foromnibus

Americanstateis lo misread what that

stateactually is, and has long been.
Weeks earlier, Joe Kent, a senior

L ounterterrorism official,

filters on Instagram. Internal docu-

ments presented during the trial showed that executives
atthe companies were aware of the risks involved. Despite
the minimum-age stipulations, the content was designed
for younger children actively engaged with the platforms.
Catch’ emyoung was the busmess proposition.

evealed thatthe chargeswerevalidand the

court found that both compames had knowingly violated

resigned in protestover the warin Iran.
His stated reason was that Iran posed
“no imminent threat” to the US, and

Cor

spendmgbxllsthanncluded full funding
for the Department of Homeland Se-
curity and, within it, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE). The jus-
tification was procedural -a complete
shutdownwould disrupt LheTranfpcr»

i ity Administrati |

that the -ation had launched
thewarunder pressure from Israel and
its American lobby. The candour was
remarkable. The underlying reality,
however, isnot new.

Irans defiance of American-Israeli
in West Asia makes it an

legal and ethical normsto and pri-
oritised profitover public healthand welfare. Governments
worldwide, including in India, have tried to regulate social
media platforms. These attempts have invariably run into
resistance over free-speech considerations. Regulatory
action based onage restrictions hasalso been mooted. The
rulings from the UShave provided an opening for countries
seeking legal remedies to the dangers of excessive social
media use. They should lead to the formulation of strong
policiesthatbalance the freedom of social media platforms
with their responsibilities tosociety.

When justice prevails
despite the probe

heftyRs-4.5 crore penaltyimposed onformer manag-
A:jgdirecmrofthe Karnataka Council for Technology
pgradation,V Muniyappa, by aspecial courtin Ben-
galuru,offersararebreath of fresh airamid the persistently
lowconvictionratesunderthe Prevention of Corruption Act.
The court sentenced Muniyappa to three years of rigorous
imprisonment, finding that he had amassed disproportion-
ingtonearly80%above hiskno ces
ofincome, What lends this verdict particular significanceis
the court’s unusually sharp indictment of the investigation
itself. Judge KM Radhakrishnadid not hesitate todescribe
the probeas “shoddy”, goingso faras tosuggestitbordered
on dehberate sabotage. The ﬁndmgs pomt 1o, glanng Iapses
the ingofficer’sfailure
verify the “dubious explanations” of the accused for his as-
sets exposed a probe riddled with complacency. Testimony
from officersacross departments, including transport, sta-
tistics, agriculture, and horticulture, was found unreliable,
reinforcing the court’s conclusion that they were working
under “invisible hands” to shield the accused. Notices have
been issued to the officers, asking why disciplinary action
should notbeinitiated.

obstacle to Israeli ambi-

er i buttheeffectwasto fund
the very apparatus now being used for
massdeportations.

Some Democrats even voted to con-
firmleadershipforagencies thatimple-
mented the “zerotolerance” policyand
the famllysepnrauon |programme they

tions in the region - and through Al-
PAC, the most powerful forexgn policy

d at press
conferences The legal framework per-

pr
tion. The vnolence was the same; only
the vocabulary differed.

‘This pattern—the bipartisan consen-
sus that sustains American imperial
foreign policy,themediaapparatusthat
legitimisesit,and the domesticenforce-
mentmachinery that both parties have
built and funded - is the structure that
produces the violence people are now
protesting. Trump has not created it.
Hehasonlymadeit louder, cruder,and
less deniable. That is merely a differ-
enceintone, notinkind.

The danger of the “No Kings” fram-
ing is that it treats the problem as a
matterofpersonality rather thanarchi-
tecture. If the goal is to replace Trump
with a more eloquent president who
will continue the samealli main-

portation was
hallensed: D

TO BE PRECISE

INPERSPECTIVE

Corporatereform
withregulatoryrisks

While the new bill
prioritises economic
gains, greater
executive discretion
may weaken
regulatory autonomy

AKHIL YADAV AND
NISHANT JAIN

lobbying or
Israelhassecured unqmllf ed, bnparn-
ations for

decades. The worstof Israel'sgenocidal
assault on Gaza unfolded with the full,

unwavering backing of the US under
President Joe Biden, Trump's Demo-
cratic predecessor. American weapons,
Americandiplomaticcover,and Amer—
icanvetoesat the United Nati

neverseriously
called for ‘humane enforcement, not
structural reform.

Anentrenched rationale

On questions of speech and informa-
tion, the Democraticrecord issimilarly
compromised. The Obamaadministra-
tion prosecuted more whistleblowers
under the Espi Act than all pre-

the campaign possible. None of that
changed when administrations did.

Nor is American interference in
Iranian affairsa Trumpiani

In 1953, the CIA - working alongside

viousadministrations combined -a pat-
tern that journalists argued produced
a chilling effect on national security
reporting.

Julian Assange, the founder of

tain the same enfor
and advance the same foreign policy
with greater rhetorical sophistication,
the protests will have succeeded onlyin
making the machinery more comfort-
abletolookat.

The Empire does not require a king
— it requires a consensus, Demand-
ing that Trump go while leaving that
consensus intact is not resistance, but
self-interest dressed up as righteous-
ness.

(The writer is an assistant professor
with the Department of Professional
Studies, Christ University, Bengaluru)

RIGHT INTHE MIDDLE

Of cricketscores and sacred chants

From food and faith to
bedtime stories, my ajji
wove myworld

SUSHMA SRIPAD

Jjiwasthe heartbeatof my child-
hood—my first friend, my con-

tant companion, and the quiet
architectofwhoIbecame. Herlove for
mathematics was extraordinary; she
never needed a calculator, and learn-
ing from her was both intense and un-
forgettable. With my twin beside me, I
remember how we had only a second
or two to answer her questions, or else
we would be wnnng oul entire tables
again I was her music,and

This case lays bare a more trou-
bling reality. For every conviction
thatsurvivesjudicial scrutiny, many
more collapse under the weight of
poorly conducted investigations,
procedural delays, and, in some in-
stances, apparent collusion. Con-
viction rates in corruption cases
remain stubbornly low, not because
such offences are rare or difficult to
establish, but because the processes

Canarare
convictionin
acorruption
case help break

investigations?

she taughtus tomove toitsr hythm
Cricketwas herother great passxon
From listening to ies of

television, she lived every moment of
the game. She would carefully record
| I drunrates
wereaccurate,all while giving herown
commentary - passionate, witty, and
often hilarious. When the Indian team
faltered, she felt it deeply. Even after [
moved to Australia, she stayed connect-
ed,gluedtothe TVwhenever I attended
a match in Melbourne, trying to spot
mein the crowd. No matter how much
time passed, cricketremained a thread
inevery conversation we shared,

Her cooking was unmatched, each
dish an expression of love. We would
eagerly wait for her kai thuthu, and to
thisdayIstill miss her herekayi hulsop-
pu—aflavour I have never been able to
recreate. She made the best rave unde,
and our home was always filled with
the comforting rhythm of her Lalitha
Sahasranama.

L

matcheson theradiotowatching them
on black-and-white and later colour

_pl

entire life, muvmg forward with qmet

resilience. Long before it became wide-
ly known, she practised intermittent
fasting, eating just once or twice a day.
She was deeply devoted to her faith, ob-
serving Ekadashiand other rituals with
sincerity, oftenin her madiattire, gently
reminding us not to touch her.

Everything Iknow about Hindu my-
thology comes | from her. Night uftel
night,sh
of the Ramayana and Mu/ml)/mrulaf
no matter how many times we asked—
never once showing fatigue, only love.
She was always in motion, never walk-
ingbutalmostrunning through life, her
energy unmatched and inspiring to all
who knew her.

I feel incredibly fortunate that so
many of my childhood memories are
intertwined with hers. Losing her feels

he Corporare Laws

d Bill, 2026,
1spanofalargereffomn
ease regulatory compliance,
limit criminal sanctions for

thus handing over to the exec-
utive theultimateresponsibili-
tytodecide upon policy issues.
From the perspective of the
theory of regulatory design,
the legitimate authority of the
oversight bodies depends on
the proper balance between
accountabilityand operational
autonomy. Tighter control hi-
erarchies without procedural
safeguards may resultin nom-
inal autonomy.

Credible enforcement

The provisions permitting
override of the regulator in
cases of deemed public inter-
est increase such concerns.

procedural vi and en-
hance the country’s efficiency
as a viable i option.

pemarket

perceptions of the regulator’s

The move is not unjustified.
In an economy aspiring to
strengthen its capital markets
and cultivate entrepreneur-
ship, a regulatory regime that
istoorigid can havesignificant
economic costs.

However, acritical examina-
tion ofthe Billindicates thatits
most significant 1mp||can0ns

from political inter-
ference. In sectors where the
quality of financial reporting
is a key determinant of mar-
ket confidence, even limited
changesinautonomy can have
disproportionate effects.
Theestablishmentofastruc-
tured settlement system in
cases involving corporate pen-
alties further reflects the Bill's

may not be in simplifying cor-

is on inistrative

porategovernanc
but in reconfiguring the locus
of regulatory authority in the
system. Several provisions in
the Bill appear to shift corpo-
rate respnnsibility away from
rigid

dispute I This may
promote efficiency and relieve
tribunalsofsomeburdens. Nev-
ertheless, there are questions
about procedural equality in
relation to the executive’s role

regulatory autonomy towards
exccutive discretion.

Most of the debate has been
centred on amending CSR
spending thresholds Howev-

indefining powers,
as well as a lack of avenues for
appeal. Sophisticated corpora-
tions may take full advantage
ofdiscretion in enforcing regu-

lations, which may exacerbate

er,amore

existing i inthe cor-

bline cl. cohere:
which grants the central gov- These provisions may repre-
ernment power to exempt sentasignificantshiftinthereg-

‘such class or classes of com-
panies...as may be prescribed’
from ding. This ap-

ulatory state in India. In many
counrnes the regulatory state
increasingly skele-

pears to make a legislative re-

tal,leavingmuchoftherespon-

q policy

In the Indian context, CSR

spending has been a govern-

ance requirement but also a

quasi-developmental require-

ment in some sectors. If CSR
ling is made i

y
terminationofregulations. This
also creates concerns around
the constitutional role of gov-
ernment in regulatory states.
Corporate law reform in
India is inevitable and neces-

like losing a piece of my childhood it-
self—something no one can truly pre-
pare for. Ajji,you will be deeply missed,
but your love, your lessons, and your
spiritwill always live on in my heart.

upon executive-level classi-
fication, rather than legisla-
tive standards, there may be
a greater tendency for social
spending by corporations to

LETTERS TOTHEEDITOR
People deserve to know the truth

The government has wns(stmtly stated that they have

tocks of pr

meant to secure acct bility are
frequently compromised. Investi-
gationsdrag on-often eroding the evidentiary trail -while
delays in sanction for prosecution, hostile witnesses, and
frequent transfers of investigating officers further weaken
cases. The problemiscompounded by the Lokayukta’sown
credibility, as seen here and in past scandals, including an
extortionracket that operated from within the institution.
Theway forward liesinstructural reform. India’s policing
system continues to lack a specialised investigative cadre.
Without such professionalisation, complex financial and
corruption casesare unlikely to be pursued with the rigour
they demand. Time-bound investigations, closer judicial
oversight, and the use of technology in evidence gathering
can helpstrengthen prosecutions. Equallyimportantis the
need to fix accountability within the system: investigative
lapses must carry real consequences, not merely judicial
rebuke. The Muniyappa verdict shows that the law canstill
bite,eveninacompromised environment. But forittodoso
consistently, the system must firstensure that those tasked
with enforcing the law donot become its weakest link.

and gas

But the shortages and news of migrants going home con-
tinue, What they are not informing and taking the people
into confidence about is the truth. Are the ships which
have brought in the LPG (which would last a few days) be-
ing allowed to go back and get more gas and oil? The PM

Transparent pricingkey

This refers to ‘Fuel duty cut signals
budget squeeze’ (Mar 31). While the
government’s decision to reduce
excise duty on fuel may offer tempo-
rary relief to oil companies, it raises
serious concerns about the long-
term burden on public finances. The
shift of financial pressure from oil
marketing companies to the govern-
ment could ultlmmely affect citizens

tomeet our needs.

protects both consumers and the
economy. Transparency in pricing
and long-term energy planning
should be prioritised to avoid recur-
ring crises.

Mugdha Gairola, Bengalury

Professional boundaries

Apropos ‘Grey zones in classroom
conflicts’ (Mar 31), the actions of
both teachers and the students

through reduced public ding or
higher taxes elsewhere. Ata time of
global uncertainty and rising crude
prices, a more balanced and sustain-
able approach is needed—one that

deserve

has been calling the leaders of the Gulf States. Why has
he not called his two good friends, the President of the US
and the PM of Israel, and called on them to end this war,
which is leading the entire world into a huge economic
mess? This kind of doublespeak leaves people ina state of
shock and disbelief, leading to panic.

Hemachandra Basappa, Bengaluru

of higher learning deviate from
academic purpose, they lose their
space for authentic, liberal, intellec-
tual, and dispassionate discourse.
Itisimperative that staff are doubly
cautious in their choice of words,
delivery of lectures and professional
boundaries. Administration must
ensure clear directives, proper orien-
tation and mentoring for both staff
and students.

Albert Smith, Bengaluru

Our welcome to email letters to:

slurs or p
acts cannot be condoned, as thty
disregard professional cthlcs and
the rule of law. When insti

letters ld.co.in (only letters
emailed — not handwritten — will be accepted).
All letters must carry the sender’s postal

ddl

be infl d by regulatory
cues. This may lead to a dimi-
nutioninthe pre edlcmblllrynnd

sary tocontribute to economic
development. For India to be-
comeakey player in the global
economy, it needs to integrate
into global capital markets. By
providing a more streamlined
system of compliance, penal-
ties, and restructuring, corpo-

normative i cyof CSR
spending,

The concern increases as
the small company’s scope
expands, widening the range
of businesses considered to
have fewer regulations, lower
penalties, and easier proce-
dures. There is a possibility

ratelawrefor keaval-
uable contribution toeconomic
development. However, the
success of the regulatory state
may depend on the credibility
oftheenforcementauthorities.
1f the discretionary power of
the regulatory state increases,
amoreimportantcontribution

that relaxing I for
small businesses could boost
economic activity, but it also

mayhemade
ofregulatoryuncertainty rath-
er than procedural clarity. For

leadstoamulti-}

of compliance. A significant
segment of businesses might
operate under a relaxed gov-
ernance system, which could
affect transparency and in-
vestor confidence in mid-tier
companies.

The importance of the in-
stitutional oversight process
is similar. The modified legis-
lative changes for the National
Financial Reporting Authority
provideforthe central govern-
ment to give policy directions
that are binding in nature,

allinvestors, corpor Land
regulatoryauthorities, trustin
the regulatory state may de-
pendas much on the structure
of the state as on the costs of
compliance.

The importance of the Bill
will depend on the use of dis-
cretioninthe future. Astronger
regulatory state may contrib-
ute toeconomic development,
butitmayalsonecessitate con-
sidering accountability.

(The writers are students
at the Gujarat National Law
University, Gandhinagar)
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PANORAMA

Narrativevs reallty VVho controls the story of Kashmir today‘?

QDATELINE

Srinagar
ZULFIKAR MAJID

fresh local recruitment reported over the
past year, marking a significant shift from
earlier cyclesof insurgency.
Markets remain open, schools function
without frequent disruption and public
protests—once a defining feature of the
Valley—have l1r1,ely disappeared. Indeed,

which ran into

In Kashmir today, the most declslvecon

testi foughton
across the Lme of CnmroFu is fought
overperception. yofKash-

lhcusands annually around 2016-17, have

mir, and whose version is accepted, has be-
come as consequential as any political or
security development on the ground.

Nearly seven years after the abrogation
of Article 370, the dominant national nar-
rative is clear and consistent: Kashmir is
calmer, safer, and on a path to normalcy.
The evidence cited is visible and, to an ex-
tent, verifiable. Touristarrivals have surged
dramatically, with Jammuand Kashmirre-
cording over 2.1 crore visitors in 2023, the
highestever.

Infrastructure projects have accelerat-
ed, and security agencies point to a steep
decline in militancy, with active local mili-
tants now in double digits and virtually no

~zerolevelsinrecentyears,
accordmg toofficial data.

e oflarge-scalep:
gest acceptance, bm it can also indicate a
more cautious pubhc mood.
Is, too, tellamixed story.

Local journalism, long a vital link be-
tween ground realities and wider audi-
ences, continues to operate in a changing
While the space for report-

atedacti

ing remams it has evolved—with greater
on verification, caution and ad-

cern. According lorecenl:urveys Jammu
and Kashmir’s youth unemployment rate
has hovered araund IIHS% significantly
higherth underlin-
ing the gap between macro—gruwth narra-

herence to regulatory frameworks. This
hascontributed toamore measured public
discourse, even as some nuances of every-
day experience may not always find full
exprcssmn

tives an tunity.

lun tory

offic lified b

ough

PPO
dpercep-

tem thatincreasingly reflects the language
ofgovernanceand development. For many
oumde Kashmir,itsignalsclosure—a sense

Thi
tionis whem thereal storylies.
Over the past few years, the state’ 5 ab|ll

d toafirmersecuri-
ty approach Smce 2019 hundrcds of mdl

lawssuch

but they complicate the official picture by
revealing layers of life that do not fit neatly
into binaries.

rativethati gl chieve
clarity, butrisk Equally,narra-

nves (hat (werlook (heshxf!sm securityand

Atth ime, theexternal di
of Kashmir’s narrative remains active. Pa-
kistan continues to frame the region as a
site of ongoing repression at international
forums. Alongside this, Pakistan is seen by
security agencies as continuing attempts
topush foreign terroristsinto J&K, evenas
local recruument has declmed This dual

spacchkeeps the conflict drmensmn alive
despite changing realities within the Valley.

as the Public Saf_e(y Act (PSA) arxd UAPA,

tyto bhape Lhe narr'mve ha

according| ecords,

‘may finally
be drawing to an end. But on the ground,
reality resists such conclusions. Conversa-
tions in private often carry a nuance that
is not always visible in public, hinting at a

secunty.admmls!ramecenrrahsanon and

structured communication has ensured

that messaging remains consistent. De-
1 iy hiol

reflecting e-emp-
tive control. Into this space has stepped a
less predictable actor: social media.

For young Kashmiris, platforms like In-
stagram, Xand Facebook have become in-

layered poli

The quiet that defines Kashmir mday is
not easily decoded. For the state, it repre-
sents control and consohdauon For many

ur ,tourism growth

for . Here, thesmry

to repmmon Kashmir'si image. Yex shaping

of] Kaslin’urannm. infr:
reels, everyday humour, cu|rura] pride and

There is the state's narrative of stability
and integration, backed by visible chang-
eson the ground. There is the quieter, less
articulated narrative of a society adjusting
to new realities. And there is the external

wch
thegroundsituation has changed.

Kashmir today exists in this uneasy mid-
dle ground. It is more secure than it wasa
decade ago, yet not politically reconciled.
It is more open economically, yet more
measured in expression. It is quieter, but
notconclusively settled.

‘Who, then, controls the story? For now,
the State holds a clear advantage in shap-
ing how Kashmiris presented to the rest of
the country and the world. Its narrative is
strue amplifi k institu-
tional reach. But narrative control is rarely
absolute. Itisconstantly negotiated—inlived
experience, inprivate conversationsandin

narrative that in theimage of
Kashmirasanunresolved conflict.

Each of these narratives contains ele-
ments of truth. None of them, on its own,
captures (he full plcmre

pretchange.

The credibili ty of any narrative on Kash-

mir will depend not on how effectively it is

projected, but on how closely it reflects the

reahuesontheground Because in Kashmrr
di

anarrativeisnot th lyaddress-

residents,trefl

ing theunderlyi

ubtl funease.
These are not overtly political narratives,

Asglobal energy supplies tighten and prices surge, the crisis could yet prove catalytic—
forcing governments to accelerate the shift to renewables and electrified systems

This energy crisisis going
tochange theworld

JONATHAN MINGLE

ri Lanka and Myanmar are ra-

tioning fuel. The Philippines

has instituted four-day work-

weeks to conserve gasoline and

electricity. Bangladesh briefly

closedits universities toreserve
power for homes and businesses. Across
India, f: restaurantsare
overwood firesforwantofgas. Airlinesare
cancelling flights.

As painful as the first phase of the en-
ergy crisis set off by the war with Iran
has been, what comes next will be worse.
This week, the final deliveries of oil and
liquefied natural gas to Asia that passed
through the Strait of Hormuz before it
wasclosedare expected toarrive. The last
tanker shipments to Europe should land
by mid-April. After that, many countries’
reserves of gasoline, diesel, liquid petrole-
um gas and natural gas will dwindle. The
price of oil could soar as high as $200 a
barrel if the war drags on.

Fatih Birol, the head of the Interna-
tional Energy Agency, has called this “the
greatest global energy security threat in
history” — much worse than the 1970s
oil crisis, the Covid pandemic or Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine in 2022, This conflict
has disrupted a bigger share of the global
oil and gas trade, and there is no way to
quickly fill the gap.

Countries such as India, Indonesia and
Vietnam are responding to higher gas
prices by burning more coal. But over the
long term, thisshock willaccelerateaturn
toward cleaner technologies, especiallyin
Asiaand Europe. This s the first oil
in which clean alternatives to oil and gas
—solar panels, wind turbines, electric ve-

i ies—arebothil i
and widelyavailable.

The fuel supply crunch has already
spurred consumers to embracc these

sthe Phili ed
a national energy emergency on March
24, carshoppersin Manilawere crowding
into showrooms of the Chinese carmak-
er BYD and purchasing electric vehicles.
Solar vendors and installers are report-
ing a sharp rise in interest from German
customers. Heat pump installations
are on the rise in Britain. Electric rick-
shaw sales are booming in Pakistan.
Induction cooktops are selling out aton-
line retailers in India. In Vietnam, a con-
glomerate reportedly wants to abandon
plans to build the country’s biggest lig-
uefied natural gas-fired power plantand
instead pursuearenewables and battery
storage project.

Since the war started, the stock market
valuation of each of China’s three big-
gest battery companies has increased by
roughly 20% , or $70 billion altogether.

For governments weighing how quickly
to pivot to clean energy, Pakistan’s recent
history may offer somelessons, The coun-
try was hit hard by the energy shock that
followed Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
2022. Itwas unableto afford suddenly ex-
orbitant gasimports,somanyof itssched-

European buyers.

But a deluge of inexpensive solar pan-
elsfrom China has transformed Pakistan’s
energysystemand helped insulateit from
the current scarcity of liquefied natural

gas. Solar now generates nearly 30% of
its electricity, up from just 3% in 2020.
The Centre for Research on Energy and
Clean Air has estimated that the solar
boomwill help Pakistanavoid $7 billionin
fossil fuel imports this year. That's shield-
ing Pakistanis from real pain.

Withsolar, “you can make a major dent
on your fossil fuel reliance in a matter of
a couple of years,” Lauri Myllyvirta, the
research centre’slead analyst, told me.

That’s important because it could
be years before the oil and gas supply is
restored to prewar levels. After Iranian
missiles struck the Ras Laffan liquefied
natural gas export facility in Qatar, the
country ceased production of the fuel en-
tirely, suddenly taking 20% of the world’s
supply offthe market.

Officials predictitwill take three to five
years to bring that plant, the world’s larg-
est, fully online again. Other operators

THENEW YORK TIMES

in the region also cut back on producing
oil and gas because they are running out
of places to store it all. Those wells can’t
just be flipped back on like a light switch;
it will take months to ramp production
back up, creating more pressure to
find alternatives.

The war will, in some ways, strain the
clean energy sector, too. As inflation and
interest rates go up, some project devel-
opers may struggle to finance new ener-
gy installations and grid projects. Supply
chains for key items, such as transform-
ers,aluminiumand copper wire, now face
their own bottlenecks and disruptions.
Chaosmakeseverything—whetheryou're
building polluting energy infrastructure
orclean —harder and more expensive.

Countries such as India will have to
make electric grids built for coal flexible
enough to incorporate large amounts of
wind and solar. To meet the surge in de-

mand for clean tech, governments must
decide how much to invest in their own
factories to churn out all those solar pan-
els, heat pumps and electric vehicles and
what tariffs to levy on imported versions,
according to Tim Sahay, the co-director
of the Net Zero Industrial Policy Lab at
Johns Hopkins.

But countries and firms can build out
renewables much faster than they can
construct, say, huge gas liquefaction ter-
minals, pipelines and power plants.

Achieving energy security is now an
overwhelming imperative. That means
not just installing more wind, solar and
batteries but developing domestic clean
tech manufacturing capacity and electri-
fying home heating and transportation.
Astheirenergyautonomy improves, more
countries will see drastic reductions in
health-damaging air pollution and cli-
mate-warming emissions.

China has made the most progress
along this path: Over the last decade
it electrified large shares of its transpor-
tation and industrial sectors and cut its
oil consumption by over a million barrels
per day, giving it a good-sized cushion
during the Iran crisis. Chinese compa-
nies have pledged to invest more than
$227 billion in other countries’ capacity
to manufacture EVs, chargers, batteries,
solar, wind and other clean technologies,
accordingtoarecentreportby Sahay'slab

Cl toenergytur-
moilisthe fruitof careful planning, Sahay
pointed out, dating back to the 2003 US
invasion of Iraq, which prompted a long-
termriseinoil prices. Future oil shocksare
inevitable. “Electrification will be seen as
the shock absorber,” he said.

Thatoption remainsavailable to Amer-
ican consumers, too, who may soon find
themselves eyeing electric vehicles and
heat pumps — even though the Trump
administration has ripped away the in-

c mor X

Just last week, I listened as the US en-
ergy secretary, Chris Wright, speaking
in Houston at the world’s biggest annual
energy conference, framed the Trumpad-
ministration’sefforts toencourage oiland
gas production as a kind of humanitarian
project. “The truthissimple: Energyislife
and the world needs massively more of it,”
hedeclared.

Ifthere’sirony here, it’sthe tragickind.
The administration’s war of choice has
made energy dangerously expensive in
nearly every corner of the globe, caus-
ing needless suffering. The most fossil
fuel-friendly government in recent US
history has shown us all just how risky
reliance on oil and gas can be—and taught
the world that true energy security lies
in accelerating toward a cleaner, electri-
fied future.

The New York Times

heriskl
dominate to the exclusion of others. A nar-

thestor

isn't. DHNS

alone sufficient, or is a
rethinking required?

e recent proposal by the
Karnataka government, as
reportedinthemedia (DH,

March19), toconstituteapanelto
regulate the conferment of hon-
orarydoctoratesbringsintofocus
anissuethathasquietly grownin
significance within higher edu-
cation. While the move to intro-
duceuniformguidelinesis timely
and welcome, italso presents an
opportunity toaskamore funda-
mental question: is regulation

Honorary doctorates have
long been a means for unwersx»

A caseforclearer
academichonours

TM MANJUNATH

Several countries explicitly
prohibit recipients of honorary
doctorates from using the prefix
“Dr”. India, too, has guidelines
discouraging such usage, but
thesearenotenforced.

In this context, an alternative
approach may merit consider-
ation: a gradual shift from hon-
orary doctorates to a distinct,
non-academic honorific frame-
work. One possible model is the
confermentoftitlessuchas*Hon-
oraryFellow”. Suchadesignation
would be clearly non-academic,
vetequally dignified and prestig-
1ous. It could be adopted at the
university level or even within a
broader national framework.

deeper

ties to recognise

contributions in fields such as
public service, science, the arts,
and social leadership. At their
best, theysymboliseauniversity’s
engagementwithsociety beyond
the confinesof academia.

Yet, over time, certain con-
cerns have become increasingly
visible. These include the grow-
ing frequency of such awards,
the indiscriminate public use of
the “Doctor” title by some recip-
ients,and, in certain cases, alack
of consistency and transparency
in selection criteria. When mul-
tiple institutions confer similar
5 5 el

Importantl; Idofrecog-
nition could be explicitly indicat-
ed in the citation - for example,
Fellowof Literatureand Human-
ities (FLitt), Fellow of Performing
Arts (FPA), or Fellow of Social
Service (FSS). Thiswould provide
clarity while preserving the idea
ofhonouringexcellence.

A transition to such a frame-
workoffers several advantages.

First, it preserves the sanctity
and distinctiveness of academ-
ic degrees, which are earned
through rigorous intellectual
effort. Maintaining this distinc-
tionisessential for the credibility

questions about uniform stand-
ardsandintentalsoarise.

‘The issue is not merely one of
misusebutofconceptual ambigu-

of higher ed

Second, it enhances transpar-
ency and public understanding.
A clearly defined non-academic
honour avoids ambiguity and

ity.

with earned

as honoris causa, the term “doc-
torate” createsasymbolicoverlap
degrees.

pose more
directly. Third, it ahgm recogni-
tion pr'\cnces with evolving ex-

of bility and

This blurring of distinction can
dilute the value of rigorous aca-

institutional integrity - factors
that are becommg increasingly

Inacademicpractice, theinap-
propriate use of honorary titles
as formal credentials is W|dely

demicachi ievement, Wthh is thc importantin ampldlyexp-mdmg
result of highereduc:
and research. Importantly, such a shift need

not diminish the spirit of recog-
nition. On the contrary, it could
strengthen it by placing honours
within a k that is both

breach

and in some contexts, mislead-
ing.Ashighereducationexpands
and becomes more competitive,
preserving clarity in academic
symbols becomes increasingly

conceptually clear and publicly
credible. The current policy ini-
tiative may therefore be viewed
not only as an effort to regulate
anexisting practice, butalsoasan

However,r

primari-

important. opportunity to reimagine it.

The proposal to regulate hon- Inparallel, the proposed com-
orary doctoratesisan 1mpomm mittee could also zxamme relat-
carrective slep d: edconcern:
of proc ligibili !
evaluation, and approval - can andfakedegvfes which poseas&
certainly bring and 1
reducearbitrariness.

A plnsed approach whcre

with them.

ly addresses procedures. It may
not fully resolve the underlying
concern: whether the current
form of recognition itselfis best
suited to contemporary aca-
demicandsocietal expectations.
While regulation can improve
how honorary doctorates are
awarded, it may not address the
inherent ambiguity associated

ensures
conslslency,and paralleldeliber-
ations explore alternative mod-
els - could offer a balanced and
forward-looking pathway.

Systems of recognition must
evolve in ways that uphold both
excellenceand clarity.

(Thewriterisanagricultural
entomologist, and consultant -
biocontrol, agri-biotechnology
and IPM, Bengaluru)
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No threatto freedom of
expression
New Delhi, April 1

Syed’s mission was to
destabilise South India

Bangalore April 1

OASIS | RAVIRICHARD

and r:;lel)ra(ed by different cultures and

all over the wurld

he: cqumuv isaspecial astronom-
ical event that ea
year; heraldingth inning of

Froma

spring dunng March and autumnin

edacelestial

There

orother in India, Pri
Indira Gandhi asserted in the Rajya Sabha
today. Mrs. Gandhi said people sometimes

get

P based Deendar Anj Chief
Syed Zia-Ul-Hassan, who masterminded
the serial church blastsin South India last
year, also heads a militant outfit called
Jamat E-Hijbul Mujahideen, according to

afew than freedom of

filed by the state police.

thevast head.

She hadadigat those who beheved thal

they neither knew democracy, nor did they
understand India. Mrs. Gandhi said what
had of late been happening here was that
“democracy was being misused.”

‘hargesheet filed before the ITT
additional chief metropolitan magistrate
here on March 19, 2001, states that Zia-
Ul-Hassan, who operated from Pakistan's
Mardan, frequently visited India on a Paki-
stan passport and used every such visit to
“carry out his subversive activities™.

occurrence of equal day and equal
night. The spring equinox on March
20 hasaspecial significance from dif-
ferem dmmnsmm religious, cultural
|, healing, and

spiritual.

Religious festivals like Holi, Parsi
Nowruz, Easter, Judaism's Passover,
and Higan-e (Buddhism) have been po-
sitioned with the spring equinoxand as

atime of reflection and renewal, rebirth,

growth and new beginnings. Historical-
Iythis time of the year has been revered

the spring equinox can be inferred as
atime where thereisan end of
hardship (winter) and prepa-
ration foranew beginning
(spring). It symbolises
happiness and sorrow, like
lightand darkness, needed
for self-acceptance and an
integral part of our human
experiences. The equal day
and night metaphorically accentu-

ates the need for attaining a balance or
mentalanchor of equilibrium, essential

for harmony in life.

Health and healing can be prioritised

and worked upon, as exposure to natu-

ral light during spring can be mood-el-
evating, boost cognitive functioning,
improve sleep patterns and regulate
circadian rhythms. Serotonin (happy
hormone) levels can get en-
hanced due to increased day-
light, which in turn improves
the energy levels, immunity
and vigour. Spring becomes
theideal time to reconnect
withnature, pursue outdoor

Vacﬁviﬁes. and adoptahealthy

lifestyle. Itis an opportune time for
rehabilitation, recovery and renewal
for those convalescing fromillness, as

well as to revitalise themselves — physi-
cally, intellectually and spiritually.

The time fornewbeginnings

For nature lovers, spring is a time
of ecological enchantment, observing
the major changes in the form of the
awakening of the flora from winter
dormancy, the journeying of migratory
birdsand the brimming activity of
insects, The increase in food availability
creates the right conditions for the
breeding of many species. This surge in
activity contributes to nutrient cycling
and maintaining ecological balance.
Thearrival of spring hasa deep
spiritual meaning, illustrated by Easter,
the resurrection of Christ—a symbol
of thewctory of life over dc'uh ThlS di-
carries p
inembracing lmpe new beginnings
and the celebration of life.
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Undertrial crisis calls
for prison reforms

n alarming 70% of India’s prisoners are un-

dertrials — most of them languishing in jails

for periods beyond the prescribed punish-

ment applicable for cases they are charged
with. This exposes serious lacunae in the criminal jus-
tice system. No wonder India’s prisons are largely over-
crowded. The sub-human conditions in several prisons
often drive many undertrials to suicide. Several studies
have suggested that delays in investigation, a shortage
of judges, and lack of access to legal aid due to poverty
are the main reasons why undertrials end up spending a
long time in prisons. There are 3.6 crore pending crimi-
nal cases in district courts, 17.5 lakh cases in high courts
and 14,667 cases in the Supreme Court. The seriousness
of the problem can be gauged from the fact that the
judge-to-population ratio in India is estimated at 21
judges per million people, which is less than half of
what the Law Commission recommended in its 120th
report. Against this backdrop, the apex court’s recent
observation that “incarceration without trial amounts
to punishment” must serve as a wake-up call for policy-
makers to take up prison reforms. The Supreme Court
made some scathing observations while granting bail to
an accused who spent two years in jail awaiting trial.
The court has rightly reaf-
firmed a foundational princi-
ple: liberty cannot be held
hostage to procedural delays.
Earlier in March, the Delhi
High Court gave bail to two
men accused in a case under
the UAPA (Unlawful Activi-
ties Prevention Act), observ-
ing they had already been be-
hind bars for over four years.

The HC bench stated that,

in view of the “limited role” of the appellants in an al-
leged terror plot, their continued detention would not
serve the ends of justice. However, these decisions are
exceptions. In most cases, courts routinely allow pre-
trial detention to continue for years, even when the trial
is nowhere in sight. These inconsistencies raise a
deeper constitutional question: is personal liberty a
non-negotiable guarantee or a variable principle contin-
gent on the nature of allegations? The Indian penal sys-
tem appears tilted towards detention rather than case
resolution. If bail is denied on account of the gravity of
the charges, the state bears an even greater responsibil-
ity to ensure swift trials. Otherwise, pre-trial detention
itself becomes punishment. The Supreme Court has
rightly identified the problem. The challenge now lies
in applying that principle uniformly. Without consis-
tency, personal liberty risks being reduced from a right
to a matter of discretion. The absence of a comprehen-
sive law governing the grant of bail is causing confusion
and delays in the administration of justice. The govern-
ment must revisit outdated bail practices, encourage
personal recognisance bonds and leverage technology
for tracking released individuals. Seeing no visible
progress on its past directives regarding the plight of
undertrials, the Supreme Court had, in September 2014,
issued a series of strictures to various institutions man-
aging the country’s criminal justice system.

SC's observation
that ‘incarceration
without trial
amounts to

punishment’
highlights the
urgent need for
bail reforms

VIEWPOINT

HYDERABAD, Thursday, April 2. 2026

NATO is the single
most effective military
alliance the world has
ever seen. Whatever
the pressure on me and
others, whatever the
noise, | am going to act

in the British
29

national interest

6‘ Forevery You cannot speak to the
one rupee people of Iran in the
contributed by language of threats and
Kannadigas in taxes, deadlines. We do not
the Union government set any deadline for
returns only 15 paise. defending ourselves.
Should this be Iran has no faith that
called tax terrorism talks with the US could
or tax plunder? yield any results
SIDDARAMAIAH ABBAS ARAGHCHI
Karnataka Chief Minister Iranian Foreign Minister

KEIR STARMER
British Prime Minister

Naxal-free India begins
with youth welfare

Crushing ideologues
is only the first step;
without restoring
trust among youth,
justice and
governance will
remain fragile

replace the existing sociopolit-

ical order through extra/
unconstitutional means, drawing from
the political philosophies of Marx,
Lenin, and Mao. The 80-year-long po-
litical insurrection, which began in
Telangana in 1946, appears to have
reached its decisive moment in Telan-
gana in 2026. With the surrender of
Devii, the Communist Party of India
(Maoist) seems to be nearing the end
of the insurrection.

Most of the lower-rank cadres com-
prise the youth population, largely
drawn from Adivasis (Scheduled
Tribes), Dalits (Scheduled Castes), and
Other Backward Classes (OBC). Domx»
nant theories argue that underd

eft Wing Extremism (LWE) de-
notes an ideology that seeks to

albari and Srikakulam uprisings in 1967
shook the nation’s conscience in their
pursuit of an egalitarian society.

Unresolved agrarian issues, coupled
with a centralised development model,
became the main catalysts for youth
participation. During the consolidation
phase, ideological debates and conflicts
led to the formation of the Communist
Party of India (Maoist) in 2004,
through the merger of the CPI (Marx-
ist-Leninist) People’s War (People’s
‘War Group), and the Maoist Commu-
nist Centre of India (MCCI).

The regrouping stage was the second
most crucial phase in the insurrection.
Failures in governance, in general, and
ineffective implementation of the pro-
visions of the Fifth Schedule, the Pan-
chayat ( ion to Scheduled Areas)

P
ment and unemployment are the two
primary reasons why youth resort to
extreme political actions.

Through the Stages

The participation of youth in the move-
ment can be explained through the six
phases: Ascendancy (1945-65); Insur-
rectionary (1966-86); Consolidation
(1987-2004); Regrouping (2005-2014);
Retaliatory (2015-2024), and Withering
(2025-26). In the first phase, the estab-
lishment of the CPI in India and its ide-
ological lineage were the main motiva-
tional factors for youth.

Land was the primary site of conflict,
leading to the Tebhaga and Telangana
insurrection at the dawn of Independ-
ence. The second phase was the most
intense, with active youth participation
in resisting the government. The Nax-

(PESA) Act, 1996, and Forest Rights
Act (FRA), 2006, significantly influ-
enced youth participation.

Economic reforms and associated
land alienation, lack of adequate em-
ployment, persistent inequality, atroci-
ties against SCs, STs, and women, and
large-scale human rights violations fur-
ther contributed to youth disillusion-
ment. This phase saw active recruit-
ment by the CPI(Maoist) among
dissatisfied youth seeking change.

The fifth phase was marked by a
change in political regime, which for-
mally labelled naxalism/Maoism as
Left-Wing Extremism in 2014. The
movement entered its final phase, evi-
denced by large-scale surrenders by
the CPI (Maoist) cadres, including the
central leadership. Significantly, the
surrendered cadre included youth in

large numbers. The aggressive ap-
proach of security forces, along with
the union and State government's
push to eliminate Maoism by March
2026, has posed serious challenges to
the ideology.

Gen Z Approach
The Gen Z approach to political ideolo-
gies differs from that of the 1950s and
60s generations. Social media has
emerged as a platform for stimulating
the exchange of ideas and debates.
Analysis of CPI (Maoist) documents
and conversations with surrendered
youth reveal that the reasons for join-
ing the CPI (Maoist) Party include ex-
periences with local administration,
family legacy, personal circumstances,
fascination with guns or perceived
livelihood opportunities. Most recruits
have education levels below the tenth
standard, and a few have completed
Class 12 but failed in maths and science.
The question of unemployment as a
determining factor needs deeper en-
gagement. The author’s field notes
from 2016 suggest a complex reality;
the motivation of employment or liveli-

Unlike earlier generations,
Gen Z engages with
political ideas in real time
through social media,
reshaping the contours of
dissent and identity

hood is a supplement to the treatment
meted out to the youth by the state. As
one youth noted, “It is not the unem-
ployment alone that makes local youth
support insurgents. They have their
personal reasons. A friend joined the
party after his brother was killed by po-
lice under the false accusation of being
a naxalite. I am joining the party to sup-
port my family”.

Another said, “If unemployment
alone were the reason, I would have
joined. While we lack certain skills re-
quired for formal jobs, it does not mean
we support insurgents.” Findings from
Chhattisgarh indicate that while unem-
ployment and underdevelopment are
relevant, they are not the sole drivers
for youth to take part in insurrection.
Everyday experiences with the state,
bureaucratic apathy, exploitation,
legacy of ‘insurrectionary culture’ and
role of political ideology play signifi-
cant roles.

‘The Union and State governments
must prioritise employment genera-
tion along with a sensitive and hu-
mane approach to development in
Fifth Schedule areas. While economic
security is critical, values such as dig-
nity, self-respect and autonomy must
also be emphasised. Eliminating ideo-
logues is only the first step. Building
trust among youth is essential for de-
livering justice and strengthening
governance.

(The author is Assistant Professor, Sym-
biosis Law School, Pune, Symbiosis
International [Deemed University],
Pune. Views expressed are personal)

Safety Act', strict
adherance to capacity
limits and crowd

Editor

Time for ‘Crowd
Safety Act’

The report ‘Eight dead in
Bihar temple stampede’
(April 1) comes as an
absolute shocker. The
recurring incidence of
stampede casualties at
religious congregations
underscores the need for
foolproof systemic
remedies rather than the
familiar reactive responses
like the institution of
fact-finding committees
and compensation
handouts. For addressing
this significant public
safety and humanitarian
concern, there is a dire
need for rigorous
enforcement of the ‘Crowd

Write to us at lettersi@telanganatoday.com

monitoring systems to
prevent deadly crowd
surges and the attendant
panic contagion, ramping
up shoddy infrastructure,
ensuring multiple exit
gates, crisis evacuation
plans and easy access to
emergency medicare
facilities, eradicating the
deeply embedded societal
apathy towards observance
of rules and blatant
disregard for safety norms
and above all, holding the
delinquent administration
and event organisers to
account for major security
and crowd management
breaches in any mishap.
There is profound wisdom
in the time-tested adage ‘A
stitch in time saves nine.’
AMIT BANERJEE
New Delhi
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Oracle begins massive layoffs

Oracle began laying off employees Tuesday in what ana-
lysts believe could become one of largest workforce re-
ductions in company's history. Workers in the US, India,
Canada, Mexico reported receiving termination emails.

W Al Jazeera

India lowers fuel taxes

India has lowered fuel taxes in a bid to protect consumers
from rising global energy prices. Petrol duties were
slashed from 13 rupees per litre to 3 rupees per litre, ac-
cording to a government order on Thursday.

m Gulf Times

India opens 2™ intl airport in capital

India opened a second international airport in New Delhi,
as part of the country’s rapid push to expand its air indus-
try. The Noida International Airport is 75km from the city,
and will serve 12mn passengers a year in its initial phase.
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Opportunity corridor
Inclusive development must be the
focus in areas freed of Naxalism
l ndia is now Naxal-free, Home Minister Amit

Shah declared in the Lok Sabha on March

30, a day ahead of a deadline he had set for
himself for ending Left Wing Extremism (LWE).
His assertion follows three years of intensive pa-
ramilitary operations, during which 4,839
Maoists surrendered, 2,218 were arrested, and
706 were neutralised in encounters. Mr. Shah
had made tackling LWE a central piece of his in-
ternal security policy, and of his political legacy.
Not surprisingly, he made it a point to contrast
the measures and milestones under his watch
with those of the UPA regime on this front. Form-
er Prime Minister Manmohan Singh had flagged
LWE as the biggest internal security challenge be-
fore the country and his government launched
Operation Green Hunt in 2009-10, an expansive
paramilitary offensive that faced stiff criticism
from his allies. The belt of Maoist influence, at its
peak, touched over 180 districts covering tribal,
forest, and mineral-rich areas in Bihar, Jhark-
hand, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and
Maharashtra. The approach to tackling LWE then
was more hesitant and measured, mindful of the
human and institutional costs.

Mr. Shah launched an uncompromising milita-
rist strategy which he reiterated in his speech. He
said the government had a dual approach — dia-
logue and rehabilitation for those who surren-
dered arms, and no mercy for those who refused.
His sweeping strategy steamrolled human rights
activists and academics who were branded ‘ur-
ban Naxals’. Police measures went far beyond
even the harsh provisions of India’s anti-terro-
rism laws, strangling freedoms and distorting
judicial processes. The paramilitary operations
have, in all probability, decapitated the military
capabilities of the insurgents, opening the possi-
bility of state presence in some of the least go-
verned regions of the country. Mr. Shah said that
a campaign to establish a school in every village
and provide Aadhaar and ration cards to resi-
dents in some of the worst-affected areas has al-
ready begun. He is right that Maoists are ideolog-
ically opposed to parliamentary democracy,
which is a position delinked from development
or its absence. Nevertheless, inclusive develop-
ment is imperative for a stable, peaceful society.
The defeat of LWE extremism should not acceler-
ate crony capitalist extraction of natural resourc-
es and further alienate tribal rights. Instead, it
must lead to the genuine expansion of the rights
of tribals, their substantive participation in par-
liamentary democracy, and accountability in re-
source extraction. Mr. Shah deserves credit for
leading the operational success in curtailing
LWE. He must now lead a politics of reconcilia-
tion and heal the wounds of the battle.

Orderly exit
While cutting down on oil, India must
avoid new forms of dependence

lobal energy shocks are not new. The
G world has seen them before — in the early
1970s after the Yom Kippur War; in 1979
following the Iranian Revolution; in 1990-91 after
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, and in 2022 after Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. Yet, the present crisis
triggered by American-Israeli strikes on Iran is
materially different. While Russia’s war with Uk-
raine sharpened the geopolitical use of natural
gas, the current conflict has simultaneously dis-
rupted oil and gas flows. This disruption comes at
a moment of profound transition in the global
energy system. The International Energy Agency
has underlined that transport electrification is
firmly underway, with electric vehicles displac-
ing about 0.9 million barrels per day (mb/d) of oil
demand in 2023, rising over 30% to about 1.3
mby/d in 2024. This still amounts to barely 1%-1.3%
of global oil demand, but it signals a structural
shift. A supply shock of roughly 8 mb/d could ac-
celerate the transition away from fossil fuels.
The energy transition could also unsettle the
dollar’s long-standing dominance in global ener-
gy trade. The “petrodollar” system, forged in the
aftermath of the 1970s oil shocks through U.S.-
Gulf strategic alignment, ensured that oil was
priced in dollars and that surplus revenues were
recycled into U.S. financial markets. This under-
pinned both the financialisation of oil and Amer-
ica’s capacity to sustain large fiscal deficits. The
emerging paradigm is more fragmented, with
energy shifting from a globally traded commodi-
ty to geographically dispersed supply chains
centred on critical minerals. Lithium reserves are
concentrated in Chile (30%), Argentina (13%) and
Australia (20%+). The Democratic Republic of
Congo accounts for over 70% of global cobalt pro-
duction, while Indonesia dominates the nickel
market. Copper, crucial for electrification, is like-
wise concentrated in Chile and Peru. Canada is
emerging as a key supplier of nickel, cobalt, and
lithium, while Australia leads lithium production
for western supply chains. Yet, the decisive ad-
vantage lies in processing and manufacturing,
where China is dominant. This raises the possibil-
ity that a future energy system could be as depen-
dent on Chinese industrial capacity — and poten-
tially the yuan — as the old system was on
dollar-denominated oil. For countries such as In-
dia, this presents a dilemma. The transition off-
ers an opportunity to reduce fossil fuel depen-
dence, but also risks creating new technological
and supply chain dependencies. igating this

A textbook;, criticism, the Court and contempt

t is prime news ever since the Supreme

Court reacted to the treatment of the

judiciary in the Class eight textbook

brought out by the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT). The
Court has shelved the book and the authors, and
a new committee of legal eminences is to decide
what our children should read.

Contempt and the handling of criticism
What is this power of contempt? It consists of two
types. The first is civil contempt, invoked for
disobedience of a court order. That is clear. The
second is criminal contempt, and that is for
obstructing the administration of justice, or
prejudicing judicial proceedings. And,
importantly, scandalising or lowering the
authority of the court by hostile criticism that
shakes public confidence in the judiciary. This is a
little more complicated, requiring lines to be
drawn.

Criminal contempt is not to be invoked
because an individual judge’s sense of pride or
ego is offended. It is invoked because a false
image of the court is spread which can be
deleterious and prejudicial. Why should this be
actionable? Because the court and public opinion
are connected by multiple twists of the
democratic thread.

Judges do not have the power of the purse, or
the sword. They have their power under the
Constitution and the law. But the real substratum
of their power, the hard rock, is the faith the
public vests in the courts. Every government
knows that, and that is the reason they do not
mess with the courts. That goodwill and trust are
garnered over countless judicial actions
upholding the law, delivering justice and being
the bulwark for the protection of precious rights.
It is that public goodwill and trust which
constitute the real power of the court, the
unspoken major premise in the balance of power
doctrine. That favourable opinion and support
are threatened by motivated reports denigrating
the judiciary, especially when repeatedly and
widely spread.

Over the years, great judges have made one
thing clear — that they are not immune from
criticism. Chief justice of India (CJI) Sabyasachi
Mukherjee spoke about the inability of the courts
to deliver quick and substantial justice and said
that this criticism should turn the search light
inward.

Here is CJI P.B. Gajendragadkar: “We ought
never to forget that the power to punish for
contempt, large as it is, must always be exercised
cautiously, wisely and with circumspection.
Frequent or indiscriminate use of this power in
anger or irritation would not help to sustain the
dignity and status of the court but may
sometimes affect it adversely. Wise Judges never
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forget that the best way to sustain the dignity and
status of their office is to deserve respect from the
public at large by the quality of their judgments,
the fearlessness, fairness and objectivity of their
approach, and by the restraint, dignity and
decorum which they observe in their judicial
conduct.”

There is also the broad shoulder approach. CJI
S.P. Bharucha, while disapproving of the
statements of Medha Patkar and Arundhati Roy,
explained that he was dropping action against
them because “the Court’s shoulders are broad
enough to shrug off their comments”. This seems
rather apposite now. Justice Bharucha was one of
the earliest to come out loud about corruption in
the judiciary; he even offered a percentage
estimate. Several other judicial leaders have since
voiced concerns. It is nowhere near the malaise
that affects the other branches; but even one
corrupt judge is an aberration and is not to be
tolerated. And, unfortunately, it is the one bad
apple that makes news and taints the rest.

And from abroad the ringing voice of the great
Lord Denning: “Let me say at once that we will
never use this jurisdiction as a means to uphold
our own dignity. That must rest on surer
foundations. Nor will we use it to suppress those
who speak against us. We do not fear criticism,
nor do we resent it. For there is something far
more important at stake. It is no less than
freedom of speech itself. It is the right of every
man, in Parliament or out of it, in the press or
over the broadcast, to make fair comment, even
outspoken comment, on matters of public
interest... We must rely on our conduct itself to
be its own vindication.”

Here is another example, humorous yet telling.
After the Spycatcher judgement in 1987, the Daily
Mail called the judges “Old Fools”. Contempt
action did not follow. Lord Templeman said he
could not deny that he was old, and being a fool
‘was a matter of opinion — obviously, he could not
be bothered about the Mail’s.

Where the line is drawn

But the Court draws a line. The criticism must be
founded on facts set forth correctly. It must not
be reckless. It must not be ill-motivated to
denigrate the institution. Because, as said above,
bringing down its image lessens its capacity to
deliver justice to people and institutions at large.
And lessens a crucial power it holds in our
country, the power of judicial review over acts of
legislature and executive. This is the birthing
ground for millions of cases seeking relief against
administrative wrongdoing and legislative excess.
Politicians and bureaucrats rail against the court
invoking this power, but it is this which ensures
accountability, transparency and good
governance. The other branches do not value
these, the judiciary does. And it can hold and

exercise this power because people welcome
judicial relief, and place the judiciary in high
esteem. The cord that binds the court and the
common man sustains both in a commonality of
purpose and benefit. We must, therefore, not be
at ease when that connective tissue comes under
threat. When it is a piece of writing that comes
under the lens of contempt of court, wise judges
tread cautiously. After all, they are the protectors
of free speech when policemen and other
harassers pick on citizens. And academic
freedom, not chilling silence, is what judges
would seek to protect.

Perhaps we could have avoided this scenario if
the writers, who were senior academicians, had
been put on notice and given an opportunity to
explain their comments or conclusions. Who
knows? A suitable rectification or clarification
could have been undertaken. A cautionary
admonition may have sufficed. The judges may
have come around to amend their initial
assessment of the impact on the institution and
simply dropped the proceedings. It may have
passed off as a storm in a teacup, or the broad
shoulders would have simply shrugged. Due
process works in wondrous ways. One hopes that
the matter will end soon, and satisfactorily, with
respect for the Court being dimmed not a whit,
and free speech and fair comment not seen as
adversarial to the Court. As wisely observed,
when the Court onboards criticism, it affirms the
system that we are all under the rule of law.

Once we cross this bridge, there is much to do.
Students must be duly apprised of the role of the
judiciary, not just in resolving disputes between
individuals and entities, but also in its stellar role
as the protector and enforcer of the Constitution.
The importance of fundamental rights including
the right to equality, free speech, practice of
religion, and the judiciary’s role in their
preservation and enhancement must be set forth.
As also the challenges which it faces, of
infrastructure, manpower and corruption.

The end note

One parts with a concern. The judiciary is
struggling to develop adequate instruments to
tackle this menace within. Impeachment is
lengthy; politics plays its part there. Transfer is
resorted to, but may just be a location change.
In-house inquiry procedures show that action is
taken, but may be futile if there is resistance from
the offender. Our original constitutional scheme
did not envisage encountering judicial corruption
beyond the odd instance, and we now have to
fashion deterrents and remedies for wider
application. This will be of great benefit to
hardworking and honest judges, who constitute
the vast majority, as well as to the system of
administration of justice. Textbook improvement
will follow.

A West Asia security rethink amid America’s role

s the United States and Israel-led war

against Iran enters its second month —

with conflicting viewpoints from
Washington DC. and Tel Aviv on what the aims of
this conflict are and under what conditions they
intend to seize their respective military
operations — regional countries in West Asia are
re-thinking their security future. The closure of
the Strait of Hormuz along with Iran’s ‘scorched
earth’ policy of striking any targets across the
Persian Gulf even remotely attached to American
interests is leading to demands for a strategic
reset.

U.S. President Donald Trump’s view that he
and his team were surprised that Gulf states were
targeted by Tehran as a response to the U.S.-Israel
military strikes has surprised many. For a long
time, Iran has said that if it was targeted and the
regime’s collapse made a state aim, the conflict
‘would become regional. However, regional
security has always been a minefield as far as
interests are concerned; some tough questions
and issues will have to be navigated, the trailers
of which are visible today.

Pakistan’s attempts to claw its way back in
Pakistan’s attempt to insert itself as a mediator
between Iran and the U.S. has, as expected,
ruffled feathers in India. For Islamabad — or more
accurately Rawalpindi, given self-anointed Field
Marshal Asim Munir’s central role in the
country’s political direction — the access it has
built with Mr. Trump over the past year provides
it an opportunity to further strengthen this
relationship. However, more importantly, this is
also an opportunity for Pakistan to reorient itself
toward West Asia’s Islamic identity, as it was often
on the peripheries of this identity due to its
long-standing economic troubles.

The Iran conflict has provided Pakistan’s
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leaders the rare opportunity to break through
some of these shackles; its position as the only
Muslim-majority country with a nuclear weapon,
is one in demand as of today. The fact that
Pakistan hosted the Foreign Ministers of Tiirkiye,
Saudi Arabia and Egypt, last week, as a
consortium, and attempted to leverage its access
to Tehran as a neighbouring state highlights its
exploration of new security arrangements that
are more rooted in regional and Islamic
cooperation.

Stirrings within the Gulf

Countries such as Kuwait, which has also been on
the receiving end of Iranian aggression, have
gone ahead and even criticised constructs such as
the Arab League. Kuwait’s Foreign Minister
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah in an
address to other Arab Foreign Ministers, has said
that the League has struggled to address the
fast-moving challenges being faced.

The leaders of Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Qatar
have also met to commit to deepened security
cooperation. Until a few years ago, Saudi Arabia
and Qatar were fundamentally at odds, with
Riyadh imposing an economic blockade on Qatar
over regional geopolitical differences. Today,
everyone in the Arab construct, from the United
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia to Kuwait and
Bahrain, is looking to side-step their own
intra-Gulf differences, of which there are many, to
manage these immediate challenges. Many of
these Gulf states had built insurance ecosystems
with Iran, either through economic cooperation,
or in Saudi Arabia’s case, a very public détente
brokered by China in 2023, bringing the Shia and
Sunni seats of power to a level of normalisation
for the first time since 2016.

But these “new” regional security ideations
will continue to have fundamental problems. For

example, while Iran’s actions are shaping
responses today, Israel’s display of unfettered
dominance of air power from the Red Sea to the
Persian Gulf will also create anxieties. Israel’s
strike against Hamas in Doha, Qatar, in 2025, was
a testament to this thinking. In addition, the Arab
state’s relationship with the U.S. will also come
under the spotlight. While security cooperation is
expected to increase, the Gulf states may have to
be operationally more agile and unilaterally
active instead of exclusively banking on the U.S.

The U.S. has fallen short

From the 2019 drone attack on Saudi oil facilities
by the Houthis to the current conflict, direct
American involvement in protecting the Gulf
states has clearly not been sufficient. Recent
comments by the White House that the Trump
administration could ask its Gulf partners to
commit finances to help cover the cost of the
conflict with Iran raise further questions about
what the U.S. role in regional security will be. A
high level of American energy self-sufficiency
means that Mr. Trump has actionable leverage.
However, more than the supply of oil and gas, it is
the management of international pricing that
remains hugely volatile,

After this war, the West Asian security
architecture will face hard questions. Beyond the
role of the U.S., can a fool-proof system be
created without Iran’s buy-in? Will hedging
security demands to Asian countries, including
India — the main buyers of oil and gas - in the
coming decades, be a successful tactic in matters
of security? Can the Gulf act unanimously to
pursue a common security aim despite internal
fractures?

Hard questions await in the aftermath of a war
reshaping West Asia as we have known it since
the Second World War.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

War and diplomacy
The then American
President, Harry S. Truman,
took a calculated risk —
after wide consultation with
experts, including scientists
— to drop the atomic bomb
on Japan, in order to end
the Second World War. The
United Nations
b ly came into

landscape will require a conscious strategy root-
ed in the Global South’s legacy of non-alignment
— securing resources, building domestic techno-
logical capabilities in manufacturing and pro-
cessing, and avoiding a new form of dependence
that merely shifts old hierarchies.

being and sought to
establish a new world order.
Now, decades later,
President Donald Trump’s
unilateral decisions and
executive actions have

triggered a multi-pronged
assault on nations,
destabilising the global
order. Who, then, will bell
the cat? India’s External
Affairs Minister is focused on
criticising Pakistan’s
initiatives. The Finance
Minister maintains that the
rupee is stable and the
economy robust. The Prime
Minister has cautioned that
difficult days lie ahead and
has sought the cooperation
of the entire nation. As a
country deeply affected by
the West Asian conflict, can

India’s leadership put
forward a concrete peace
proposal and urge Mr.
Trump and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to halt this
destructive war? Otherwise,
China may seize the
diplomatic initiative.
Cavery Palani,

Chennai

Under fire

Every American President
leaves behind achievements
that history records and
remembers. Donald Trump’s

presidency, however, stands | Americans appear against coercion. Equally,
out for its many unconvinced by his agenda. | diplomacy must temper
controversial decisions, Kirti Wadhawan, transactional ultimatums

actions, and policies, which
project him as a
“pro-America” yet often
anti-world leader. This has
invited widespread
criticism, with many arguing
that his approach has
unsettled the global order
even as he seeks
recognition for peace.
Recently, Americans took to
the streets in protest. This
marks the third such protest
and it is striking that many

Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh

The oil of geopolitics
Energy security remains the
fulcrum of geopolitics.
When alliances are tested
by war and supply shocks,
the fragility of dependence
becomes stark. NATO
partners cannot afford
complacency; diversification
of energy sources and
investment in re

with cooperative
frameworks, for ail politics
has a way of spilling into
broader instability. Iran’s
stated willingness to end
conflict if guarantees are
honoured shows that
credible assurances matter
as much as military might.
Babu Crishna,
Bengaluru
Letters emailed to
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How anti-corruption bodies are politicised

t began with great fanfare.

Investigative agencies

announced a massive

corruption conspiracy case
in Delhi’s excise policy, alleging
kickbacks of 100 crore and a
deep nexus between business
interests and politicians. The case,
which was investigated by the
Central Bureau of Investigation,
with parallel proceedings by the
Enforcement Directorate, led to
the arrest of political figures,
including then Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia and
businesspersons. Months of
custody, prolonged interrogation,
and repeated court hearings
followed. The case dominated
television debates for months,
shaping electoral narratives and
public perception.

Now, years later, the case ended
with a judicial order from the trial
court declining even to frame
charges. The court concluded that
the prosecution had failed to
produce material establishing a
prima facie case of criminal
conspiracy or bribery. It also
noted the absence of clear
evidence linking policy decisions
to illegal personal gain.

‘What began as one of the most
sensational corruption
prosecutions in recent memory
has ended, and left us with an
uncomfortable question — how
did a case launched with such
certainty fail to cross even the
basic threshold required for trial?

Lingering questions

The most immediate question is
institutional. Should an
investigating agency initiate a
prosecution of this magnitude
without a reasonably solid
evidentiary foundation?

The decision to register a First
Information Report (FIR) is legally
the beginning of a criminal
process. But in politically sensitive
cases, it also carries immense
consequences — arrests,
reputational damage, and long
periods of incarceration before
trial. When a case collapses atthe
threshold stage, it i bl
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invites speculation that the
investigation itself may have been
driven by extraneous pressures.
The head of an investigative
agency, therefore, needs to ensure
that prosecutions are grounded in

Agencies in countries such as
Singapore and Hong Kong have
developed specialised expertise in
these areas.

In contrast, India’s investigative
ecosystem remains fragmented

evidence rather than suspicion or across multiple agencies with
political momentum. uneven coordination.

The judicial threshold The political dilemma

The collapse of such high-profile The Kejriwal case illustrates a
cases is not unique to [ndia. deeper structural dilemma in

Corruption is among the most
difficult crimes to prove anywhere
in the world. This is because
unlike violent crimes, corruption
rarely leaves visible evidence.
Money moves through
intermediaries, shell companies,
consultancy contracts, or political
donations. The benefit may not
even appear as cash — it may
appear as favourable regulatory
decisions or advantageous
contracts. Hence, successful
corruption prosecutions usually
depend on a complex evidentiary
architecture: financial trails,
documentary records, digital
communications, and
corroborated witness testimonies.

If any link in this chain is
missing, courts hesitate to infer
criminal intent. The Supreme
Court has repeatedly held that
policy decisions taken by
governments cannot automatically
be criminalised unless there is
clear evidence of dishonest intent
and personal gain. This is exactly
what was inferred by the court in
the Delhi excise policy case. And
while these principles protect
individuals from politically
motivated prosecutions, they also
make corruption cases difficult to
sustain.

However, the real difficulty may
lie less in judicial standards and
more in investigative capacity.
Many corruption prosecutions in
India still rely heavily on witness
statements rather than on forensic
financial analysis. Modern
corruption investigations require
sophisticated tools: forensic
accounting, data analytics, tracing
beneficial ownership of
companies, and reconstruction of
financial flows across jurisdictions.

Indian democracy. On the one
hand, corruption in public life
remains a widely acknowledged
problem. Allegations surround
major public contracts from liquor
policies to irrigation projects.
Public confidence requires that
such allegations be investigated
seriously. On the other hand,
criminal law must not become a
weapon in political hands. If
arrests and prosecutions are
perceived as tools of the political
executive, the legitimacy of
anti-corruption institutions suffers
irreparable damage.

While India’s anti-corruption
agencies have secured many
convictions in trap cases where
officials were caught accepting
bribes, large policy-level
corruption cases have rarely
ended in successful prosecutions.
When allegations of corruption
surround large public contracts
but rarely lead to convictions,
public cynicism deepens. What
India needs are credible examples
of rigorous investigation and
successful prosecution in huge
bribery cases. Such cases would
demonstrate that corruption can
be punished without
compromising legal fairness.

The excise policy case should
therefore not be seen merely as a
political victory or loss. It should
prompt a broader institutional
reflection. Investigative agencies
must strengthen their capacity for
financial forensics and evidence
gathering. Prosecutors must
ensure that cases brought before
courts are built on robust
evidentiary foundations. And
political leaders must resist the
temptation to deploy criminal law
as a tool of partisan contest.

The burden of the new Chief Minister

In order to make a mark, the new government must tackle migration head-on

STATE OF PLAY

Sobhana K. Nair
sobhanak nair@thehindu.co.in

he ‘end of an era’ is a
T cliché deployed ad
nauseam for the politi-
cal transition Bihar is set to
witness as it awaits a new
Chief Minister. However, there
are several prisms through
which to evaluate this change.
The most significant of
these is the shift in the com-
mand centre. Thirty-six years
after Lalu Prasad Yadav took
office in 1990, breaking what
had largely been a Congress
continuum, the Chief Minis-
ter’s seat is returning to a na-
tional party. Delhi, not Patna,
will now call the shots.
Whoever is chosen for the
Chief Minister’s chair will no
longer be the final arbiter. He,
or possibly she, will have to
heed the leadership in Delhi.
The political longevity that
both Lalu and Nitish Kumar
en]oyed is not something the
incoming Chief Minister will
inherit. They will have to
guard their flanks, and watch
for other aspirants who will be
waiting for them to slip.

Imposing legacies

In his campaign speeches, Nit-
ish Kumar often spoke of “Bi-
har kya tha” (what Bihar once
was), invoking the alleged
dark past of the State. This
spectre of the ‘Jungle Raj’ can-
not be deployed anymore. In
the post-Nitish era, his succes-
sor’s tenure will no longer be
contrasted with the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) government
led by Lalu Prasad Yadav; in-
stead, it will be assessed
against the 20 year-rule of Nit-
ish Kumar. Having long feted
Nitish Kumar as sushasan ba-
bu (the governance man), it
will be difficult to sustain or
surpass that narrative.

Bihar

If Lalu Prasad Yadav ad-
dressed caste injustices, res-
toring dignity to marginalised
communities, Nitish Kumar
articulated a politics of Bihar
asmita (identity), seeking to
restore the State’s pride
among Biharis within and out-
side its borders. The new
Chief Minister will need to
shift into third gear, and ad-
dress Bihar’s most pressing
problem migration.

It is no longer enough that
lower castes have found a
voice or that the State has
gained a measure of dignity
through infrastructure deve-
lopment. The new Chief Mi-
nister must ensure that those
born in Bihar also have the op-
tion to live and work there,
without needing to go away in
search of livelihoods. Accord-
ing to the 2011 Census, nine
million people born in Bihar
work outside the State, a fi-
gure that could rise in the lat-
est enumeration.

Moreover, between the La-
lu and Nitish governments, a
precarious caste and commu-
nal balance was maintained.
The RJD has often been deri-
sively dismissed by its oppo-
nents as a Muslim-Yadav party.
What is frequently overlooked
is that Muslims and Yadavs
were not natural allies. In fact,
in several of Bihar’s infamous
riots, including the Bhagalpur
riots, the two communities
were on opposing sides. This
alliance was crafted by Lalu
Prasad through a combination
of outreach and the promise
of a meaningful stake in
governance.

While the Nitish Kumar-led
Janata Dal (United) (JD(U)) did
not consistently secure the
electoral endorsement of Mus-
lims, the community did not
feel threatened under his rule.
Bihar has, by and large, main-
tained communal peace.

Sustaining this equilibrium
will be a challenge for a Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP)-led
government.

Challenges and hopes

With the BJP at the helm, so-
cial anxieties over reservation
could resurface. Some signs
are already visible. On March
18, over 1,000 students from
various organisations took to
the streets, demanding that
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) Equity Rules,
which had been stayed by the
Supreme Court, be imple-
mented without delay. The
onus is on the BJP to select a
Chief Minister who can offer a
reassuring counter-narrative.

In a post-Nitish Bihar, possi-
bilities also abound. Between
the forward-caste-dominated
BJP and the Yadav-dominated
RID, there are numerous
smaller caste groups who lack
a natural political home. In
Nitish Kumar’s absence, the JD
(U) may not provide a stable
base for these communities.
This creates an opportunity
for the Congress to fill the va-
cuum. However, it can emerge
as a viable alternative only if it
breaks out of the RJD’s sha-
dow and functions as an inde-
pendent force rather than as
an ancillary party.

On March 30, Nitish Kumar
resigned from the Bihar Legis-
lative Council. He is set to take
oath in the Rajya Sabha by
April 10. Belying expectations,
there were no protests within
the JD(U), and so far, the tran-
sition appears smooth.

But the real test of whether
this stability will endure is on-
ly beginning.

An increase in colleges, students but not enough teachers

India’s higher educational system must shift its focus from institutional expansion to ensuring equity and quality education

DATA POINT
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hile India’s higher edu-
WCalion sector has ex-
panded rapidly in re-

cent decades, with many new
institutions and more students en-
rolled than ever before, has this ex-
pansion truly translated into equit-
able access alongside adequate
capacity for delivering quality edu-
cation? The State of Working India
2026 report tries to answer this.

India’s higher education sector
has seen massive expansion in the
last few decades, at least in terms
of the setting up of colleges and
universities. From about 1,600 col-
leges and universities in 1950,
most of which were publicly fund-
ed, the number had grown to over
69,000 by 2022. Most of this ex-
pansion has been recent, and dri-
ven largely by private providers.
College density has also increased
nationally, from 29 colleges per
lakh youth in 2010 to 45 in 2021
But large regional disparities re-
main. For instance, many districts
in northern and eastern States
have fewer than 18 colleges per
lakh youth population.

However, college expansion has
not been matched by a commen-
surate expansion in teaching ca-
pacity. Regulatory norms recom-
mend between 15 and 25 students
per teacher. Even at its best, the av-
erage college had about 24 stu-
dents per teacher in 2010. The sit-
uation worsened to 35.4 in 2016
and stood at 32 in 2021. Many
northern districts consistently re-
port particularly high student-
‘teacher ratios, despite substantial
institutional expansion in these re-
gions (Map 1). Faculty numbers
have not kept pace with either the
growth in institutions or the rise in
enrolment. This is especially con-
cerning since these regions ac-
count for a large share of India’s
youth population.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
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The Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER), which is the share of popu-
lation aged 18-23 enrolled in higher
education, has increased from 16%
in 2011 to 28% as of 2022. India’s
GER in higher education is now
broadly in line with countries at si-
milar levels of per capita income.
Importantly, enrolment rates for
men and women have almost con-
verged. Participation among disad-
vantaged social groups has also im-
proved significantly over the past
decade (Chart 2). Between 2011
and 2022, enrolment rates among
Scheduled Castes increased from
11% to 26%, while for Scheduled
Tribes they rose from 8% to 21%.

However, graduates in India are
still  disproportionately drawn
from the richest households.
While the share of graduates from
poorer households has increased
between 2007-2017, it is still a long
way away from equitable access.

Cost barrier

What students study reveals
another layer of inequality. As
household incomes rise, the likeli-
hood of entering engineering and
other professional courses increas-
es. Conversely, students from low-
income households are more like-
ly to pursue courses in humanities
and commerce streams (Chart 3).
Professional degree courses are
significantly more expensive, and
thus inaccessible for poorer, finan-
cially constrained households. A
medicine degree costs ¥97,400
while an engineering degree costs
372,600 annually as of 2017-18. For
poorer households, the annual
fees for professional degrees often
exceed their average per capita
consumption expenditure.

Thus, expanding institutions
alone is not sufficient. Bridging re-
gional gaps, investing in faculty ca-
pacity, and addressing the cost
barriers associated with profes-
sional education is critical to make
higher education more inclusive.
The focus must shift from expan-
sion to equity, ensuring that high-
er education can translate into im-
proved economic opportunities.

Course of privilege

AISHE and the NSS Social Expenditure on Education
Surveys show that higher-income students prefer
engineering/professional courses, while lower-income
students choose humanities and commerce

CHART 2: Gross enrolments across different social groups.
Others include the General category and other groups not
classified elsewhere
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CHART 3: The proportion of households in respective monthly
per capita expenditure quartiles which have a student
enrolled in a graduate course, across different specialisations.
Q1 refers to the poorest quartile, and Q4 the richest
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Premji University. M. K. Shravan is Research Associate at Azim
Premji University. Views expressed are personal

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 2, 1976

TV delinked from AIR

New Delhi, April 1: A new organisation,
“Doordarshan”, to deal exclusively with
television was inaugurated to-day by the Prime
Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi.

In her inaugural message, Mrs. Gandhi said
the delinking was necessary “because these are
two separate media, requiring different
programmes and production techniques.”
Without this separation, the growth of television
would be stinted, she added.

At the outset, the Prime Minister dispelled the
belief of many people that television or SITE
programmes were a luxury. “Television not only
entertains, but also educates,” she pointed out.

She explained to the viewers, who included
not only those in the city, but also in thousands
of villages covered by the SITE, that India had
adopted a democratic form of Government and
had followed it since Independence. But some
people, the Opposition parties, construed it as a
licence to say or do anything they liked. This led
to indiscipline, not only in the political life but in
other spheres as well. Selfishness led to hatred
and greed, resulting in wrongful acts, which
harmed the entire country. She brought home
the point effectively by saying, “Think of the
havoc wrought by Kayikeyi who thought only of
her own interest and harmed in the process not
only herself but many others”.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 2, 1926
Infanticide law in Ceylon

Colombo, March 31: A proposal is before the
Ceylon Government to the effect, that an Act,
similar to the English Infanticide Act of 1922
should be introduced.

At present, all women accused of infanticide
are charged under certain classes in the Ceylon
Penal Code as murderers.

In cases of infanticide, the accused person is
sentenced to death.

But, in every instance, the sentence is
contracted to a long term of imprisonment by
‘the Governor, generally fifteen to twenty years.

The Board of Jail Visitors which considered
the matter were of opinion that the term of
imprisonment should be less on account of the
circumstances in which the majority of the cases
of infanticide are committed.

The Board has asked the Government for the
release of ten women who are at present serving
sentences for infanticide.
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Prevalence of Percentage declinein  Number of personnel  Primary schools to be  Migrants found dead
hypertension in JCOs, Russia’s seaborne added to SDRF in closed in Sikkim due by Italian coast guard
other Army personnel diesel exports Meghalaya to enrollment drops off Lampedusa

in per cent. Prevalence

9 6] of hypertension in the
L Indian Army’s junior

commissioned officers and other ranks
(JCOs/OR), as per data received from the
record offices of arms and services of the
force, up to December 31, 2023, stood at
9.61%, the government has informed a
parliamentary panel. Fn

in per cent. Russia’s seaborne diesel
3 and gasoil exports fell 3% in March

from February to around 3.06
million metric tons as drone attacks
disrupted fuel loadings at key ports, data
from market sources and LSEG showed.
Ultra-low-sulphur diesel shipments from
the Baltic port of Primorsk fell to 1.713
million tons, the sources said. reuters

The Meghalaya
708 government on

Wednesday raised two
battalions of the State Disaster Response

Force (SDRF), boosting its capabilities to

mitigate natural calamities, a Minister said.

Each of the two battalions will comprise
354 personnel, taking the total strength to
708. P11

The Sikkim government is
17 planning to temporarily close 17

more primary schools this year
due to declining enrollment, Education
Department Secretary Tashi Chophel
Lepcha said, attributing the trend to the
State’s low fertility rate. He said low
enrollment continues to pose a challenge

The bodies of 19 migrants were
19 recovered from a boat off the

coast of Lampedusa on
Wednesday by the Italian coast guard, the
island’s mayor said. Mayor Filippo Mannino
said seven other migrants were being
treated for “hypothermia and intoxication
from hydrocarbon fumes”. s
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAN
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Why is India pushing piped gas now?

Can PNG replace LPG for cooking? Why has LPG been preferred so far? How is LNG transported and used? What is holding back PNG expansion?

EXPLAINER

M. Kalyanaraman

The story so far:
ndia has a total of 33 crore LPG
connections. Recently, Anjan
Kumar Mishra, Secretary at the
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board, said that domestic
natural gas production alone could cater
to 30 crore connections if all were to
switch to piped natural gas (PNG).

‘What is the difference between LPG,
LNG, PNG, and CNG?

LPG is a co-product of oil refining and
natural gas processing. That is, its
production depends on the processing of
both crude oil and natural gas.

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), as the
name suggests, is natural gas that has
been cooled to below -160 degrees Celsius
to turn it into a liquid for shipping.
Liquefaction reduces its volume by 1,000
times.

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) is
primarily used as a vehicular fuel. It
involves compressing natural gas to a
pressure of 200-250 kg/cm? (g) to reduce
its volume and enable efficient
distribution.

How are LPG and natural gas
transported to the user?

Propane and butane gases are mixed,
pressurised, and cooled to below 40
degrees Celsius, and then transported
from the source to consuming countries
via ships. LPG is bottled in cylinders and
physically delivered to customers.

Piped natural gas is transported
through pipelines. Before this, imported
natural gas is liquefied and transported
through LNG carriers. “LNG carriers use
special cargo tanks and insulation systems
designed for ultra-low temperatures,”
stated Mitsui O.S.K. Lines to The Hindu.
“Put simply, the basic task is to move a
very cold liquid onto the ship while
preventing it from warming up too
much.”

At the destination, LNG is regasified
and transported to the final consumer
through pipes.

Last-mile delivery of LPG is easier
through cylinders that are transported
through trucks and tricycles than building
an extensive pipeline network covering
every household for natural gas. This has
been a key reason why India adopted LPG
for domestic cooking.

Why the push for piped gas against
LPG now?

India’s dependence on LPG imports is
currently higher. For instance, in natural
gas, India’s one-year import was about 27
million tonnes of LNG last year, and
production was roughly the same,
according to government data. On the
other hand, India — until recently —
imported three-fifths of its LPG
requirements, of which 90% was routed
through the Strait of Hormuz, which has
now been blocked due to the war in West
Asia. Typical annual LPG consumption is
34 million tonnes, out of which 12 million
tonnes are produced in India.

If gas is to be imported, LNG has many
more sources across the world. In LPG,
India was largely reliant on Saudi Arabia
and Qatar and the supplies had to pass
through the Strait to reach India.
“Globally large capacities of liquefaction
plants for natural gas are coming online
over the next few years, so availability
should be healthy,” said Prashant Vasisht,
Senior Vice President of ICRA.

»

Can domestic production meet demand? Will PNG reduce LPG import dependence?

A domestic LPG cylinder supplier carries cylinders for delivery in Bengaluru on March 30. J. ALLEN EGENUSE

Can natural gas replace LPG straight?
Natural gas is much lighter than LPG. But
one kilogram of natural gas can deliver
more energy than one kilogram of LPG.
For cooking purposes, these differences
are not significant, making PNG a drop-in
replacement for LPG.

However, in industrial uses, the
equipment may need to be tuned to a
different setting or even altered. For
instance, LPG is widely used by MSMEs
for welding and cutting. Reports from the
ground indicate that while the
government is encouraging industrial
users to switch, a lack of awareness and
technical know-how may hamper
adoption.

How is the government pushing for
natural gas?

On March 26, The Hindu learnt from
senior government officials that over the
next two weeks, India could add another
15 lakh new PNG connections.

The official said that instituting
last-mile connectivity amidst
unfavourable city infrastructure in certain
areas was among the major hurdles in
expanding the piped gas network.

To speed it up, in a gazette notification,
the Centre instituted provisions to help
accelerate the uptake, which, among
other things, included specific timelines
for approving pipeline expansion in
housing and non-housing areas.

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas (MoPNG) told the Parliamentary

di Cc i W}Iic is i
its demand for grants for FY 2026-27, that
it is targeting to have in place a pipeline
network that would cover 12 crore PNG
connections by 2034.

The committee, in an earlier report,
had asked the Ministry to help City Gas
Distribution (CGD) entities to overcome
difficulties in pursuing expansion, such as
in obtaining permissions, land, bidding
criteria, and NOC requirements from local
authorities.

Across towns and cities, such as in
Maharashtra or Coimbatore in Tamil
Nadu, where the GAIL pipeline runs

close, the government is now pushing for
piping infrastructure for local
distribution.

As of December, the government
announced that India’s gas pipeline
network spans about 25,000 kilometres,
with an additional 10,500 kilometres
under construction. The government is
also ensuring that PNG pricing remains
competitive with LPG.

“PNG connections have now crossed
1.5 crore. A recent government gazette
notification reinforces this direction,
mandating that households cannot hold
both LPG and PNG connections. As a
result, roughly 6 million households will
be required to surrender their LPG
connection and transition fully to PNG
within a three-month timeframe. This will
bring total household PNG connections to
2 crore soon,” said Manish Sejwal, Senior
Vice President at Rystad Energy. “Since
the 2020-21, the compounded annual
growth rate in connections has been
some 18%. A CAGR of 24% would be
needed to reach 12 crore connections by
2034-35,” he added.

‘What are the challenges?

The GAIL pipeline network is currently
concentrated in western and northern
India, with some coverage in Kerala and
Bengaluru. The 10,000-kilometre-plus
pipelines under construction cover tier-2
and tier-3 cities in parts of central and
eastern India, as well as some parts of
Tamil Nadu connecting to the Bengaluru
leg, and one section going to the
northeast. However, large regions in
central, southern, and northeastern India
remain uncovered. Further, the alignment
of the gas pipeline network is more
intended to serve industrial needs than
households.

The government has aggressively given
CGD licences that would cover more than
300 geographical areas covering
households, small industries, hotels and
restaurants. As of now, some 90 of them
are still not connected to the main trunk
pipeline. Last-mile connectivity remains
an immediate challenge.

Even if projections of 12 crore PNG
connections are met in another 10 years,
LPG connections will still be more than
20 crore, leaving India requiring to
import significant amounts of LPG.

Alittle less than 30% of natural gas use
goes into making fertilizers, while power
plants account for 13% and city gas
distribution around 20%, said ICRA’s Mr.
Vasisht. Some 35% goes to sectors like
refineries and industries.

A major diversion from these sectors
such as power may be needed to cater to
cooking gas demand. Mr. Vasisht said
industrial consumers can switch to
naphtha and furnace oil.

PNGRB secretary Mr. Mishra had said
that as of now some 1.2 crore PNG
connections consume three million
metric standard cubic metres of gas every
day.

To supply 13 crore connections, India
will have to increase domestic production
by at least one-third.

Industry observers say that an increase
in domestic production from Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) fields is
possible. Rystad Energy projects a 25%
increase.

For instance, ONGC commenced
production in the KG-DWN 98/2 Block in
the KG basin in 2024. Peak production of
the field is expected to be over 10 million
metric standard cubic metres per day of
gas, which would mean increasing today’s
overall gas production in India by 10%.
Site officials expect the 98/2 block to
increase ONGC gas output by 15% through
more wells. Increasing imports through
LNG may well be required if natural gas
consumption is ramped up. India has
some nine import terminals covering both
coasts.

It will have to truly ramp up the
pipeline network to leverage the imports.
Further, India’s LNG system is even more
of a just-in-time system than LPG, with
little long-term storage, unlike in Europe.
Any disruption in imports will have an
immediate impact on availability.

(With inputs from Saptaparno Ghosh and
Appala Naidu)

THE GIST
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India has 33 crore LPG
connections, but domestic
natural gas production could
cater to 30 crore connections if
households switch to piped
natural gas (PNG).

v

LPG is delivered in cylinders,
while natural gas is
transported through pipelines
or as LNG and regasified, with
PNG emerging as a drop-in
replacement for cooking.

v

The government is pushing.

PNG to reduce high LPG import

dependence, but pipeline
expansion, last-mile
connectivity, and supply
constraints remain key
challenges.
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Early screen use stunts vital social
growth of children, experts warn

Paediatricians and psychologists are increasingly concerned about how children may miss out on real-world interactions with people and objects if

they're exposed to screens from an early age; this could affect their ability to develop healthy relationships with people around them as they grow older

Rohini Subrahmanyam
BENGALURU

e it our phones, tablets or our

laptops — everyday, we interact

with various digital devices

designed to make our lives
easier. Especially since the pandemic,
even children have been exposed to this
electronic world at a very young age.
Earlier, parents would desperately
brandish toys to distract crying children,
now they tamp down tantrums using
YouTube videos.

“Vision is very, very powerful for the
human experience,” said Meli
Greenberg, a clinical psychologist at
Princeton Psychotherapy Centre in New
Jersey. “So kids get really drawn into the
visual stimulation. And then, gt
childhood, they just miss opportunities to
interact with the world through their
other senses.”

Paediatricians and psychologists are
increasingly concerned about how
children may miss out on real-world
interactions with people and objects if
they are exposed to screens from an early
age. This could affect their ability to
develop healthy relationships with people
around them as they grow older. And not
just very young children, even older
children’s or adolescents’ lives can bear
the brunt of increased screen and social
media usage in the form of poorer
emotional regulation, detachment from
reality, loss of focus, and a host of other
mental health problems.

Dr. Greenberg also draws her insights
from her personal life, with two children
aged six and eight. Having raised them
through the pandemic, she understands
the perils of isolation and the importance
of interacting with others. Many parents,
including herself, were in a difficult
situation because of the constant social
distancing, so they may have handed
tablets to children without thinking too
deeply about it, she said.

“We are not in the pandemic anymore,
but 1 think parents find themselves in
these positions where they’re exhausted
or they are also dependent on screens,”
she explained. “And they need their kid to
be entertained for a few minutes, and
they just hand them something.”

But unknowingly, they may end up
opening their children’s eyes to a whole
other online world — without a clear
picture of everything they might get
access to and how it will shape them.

Grow up to feel uncomfortable

To build some safeguards after the
pandemic, the American Academy of
Paediatrics recommended that children
below the age of two should have very
limited screen time, unless it is for video
calls. This is primarily because those early
years are when children are still
developing their senses. Overwhelming
them with visual stimuli — even if
unintentionally — can skew their sense of
the world and affect their interactions
with others. Hunching over phones can
also affect children’s posture.

“If you're looking at a screen, you are
not doing all of the other things that
babies should be doing, [like] crawling,
touching, exploring the world around
them,” Dr. Greenberg said. “So I don’t
know that the screen itself is the problem;
it is the opportunity cost of babies
exploring their environments — that is
how they learn about the world around
them.”

Some children experience the
consequences of being absorbed in a
digital screen later as well, as they get a
bit older, enter adolescence or become
teenagers. With more time online, some
children grow up to feel uncomfortable
with in-person interactions as well. One
recent study in the Journal of the
American Medical Association on U.S.
youth reported that teenagers spend an
average of about 8.5 hours a day on
screen-based entertainment.

“You go into a cafeteria in a school... 15
years ago it would have been chaotic and
loud and everyone’s playing and moving
around. Now you walk in and everyone’s
like this,” she said, mimicking being
hunched over a phone. “They’re all
quiet.”

Just like with toddlers, this could also
lead to missed opportunities of
meaningful social interactions with peers
at a young age. Being unable to develop
proper social skills could strain
relationships with friends and family, with
lifelong repercussions for mental health.

Drastic consequences

At times, the mental health issues can
take a darker turn. Some children have
unfettered access to phones even before
they are eight years old, which, according
to recent research, could lead to issues
™ ¢
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Children, even

, are likely to bear the brunt of increased screen usage in the form of poorer emotional regulation,

detachment from reality, and a host of other mental health problems. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

such as hallucinations, feelings of
aggression towards other people,
diminished selfworth, and even suicidal
thoughts as they grow older. The data,
based on self-reported assessments from
several thousands of people worldwide,
suggest that for each year younger than 13
that children get their phones, the more
their mental health issues increase as they
enter adulthood.

An extreme case of phone addiction
transpired recently in Ghaziabad in Uttar
Pradesh. Three minor sisters aged 12 to 16
years had dropped out of school in 2020
and were addicted to social media,
cartoons, and TV shows on their parents’
phones. When their parents restricted
their phone use and threatened to get
them married, the sisters killed
themselves by jumping off their balcony
in the early hours of February 4. In the
note they left behind, the girls described
how banning them from the online shows
made them feel lonely. This is not an
isolated incident: multiple instances of
teens killing themselves when told to stay
away from phones suggests an alarming
rise in digital addiction.

One reason for such drastic
consequences could be that children are
being brought up by technology instead
of human beings, Tara Thiagarajan, who
led the research correlating age of phone
access to mental health issues and is the
founder of Sapien Labs, a non-profit
organisation studying how the human
mind is changing over time across the
world, said.

Take the case of a child at a table with
their family in a restaurant. This situation
has opportunities for simple social
interactions. In a previous era, the child
might have been reaching for things,
trying things, and saying things to the
others. Some people might reprimand;
others might coo at the actions.

Such interactions teach children how
to read other people’s body language
from a young age and how to conduct
themselves in a group setting, including
getting themselves heard, holding
conversations, and managing conflicts.

Some children experience the consequences of bei

Aspects like the tone of voice,
facial expressions, body language,
and other non-verbal cues may
either be warped or absent
altogether in digital exchanges,
which can affect children’s
abilities to form lasting
inter-personal relationships

Dr. Thiagarajan said growing up in a
world dominated by online interactions
prevents children from learning these
social skills and interferes with their
ability to develop a good intuition of other
people’s personalities.

Although engaging in video calls with
other people is better than watching
videos, one can end up missing larger
environmental cues, per Dr. Greenberg.
Some subtle cues can slide through
unnoticed on a video call, like noticing
someone’s nervousness by how they are
tapping their feet.

Aspects like the tone of voice, facial
expressions, body language, and other
non-verbal cues may either be warped or
absent altogether in digital exchanges,
which can affect children’s abilities to
form lasting inter-personal relationships.
“You're becoming adept at technology,
but you can no longer manage in a human
world,” said Dr. Thiagarajan, of children
growing up in a society undergoing rapid
“technologisation”.

“When most of what goes on in your
mind is from the screen, you've lost, to a
large degree, your awareness of the
physical environment around you. That’s
what creates these feelings of detachment
from reality, and also the hallucinations.”

“It’s not just about your children’

problems feed into each other like a
vicious cycle,” according to Dr. Noetel.
“Kids who spend more time on screens
are more likely to develop anxiety,
depression, aggression, and attention
problems. But it works the other way
too: children who are already struggling
emotionally turn to screens to cope.”

Because anxious children tend to use
their phone more, Dr. Greenberg said that
itis tricky to tease apart correlation from
causation vis-a-vis screen use. But she
noted that increased cell phone usage and
social media exposure could exacerbate
existing conditions. “Anecdotally
speaking, everyone I work with feels
better when they spend less time on their
devices,” she said.

To prevent children from getting
addicted, parents should ensure that their
children use phones for a limited time,
based on what is recommended for their
age group, according to Dr. Noetel.

“Children who stayed within guidelines
showed almost no increased risk.
Guidelines recommend under an hour for
preschoolers, under two hours for older
kids,” he said. “Problems appeared when
children regularly exceeded these limits.”

Even if parents limit screen use, Dr.
Greenberg said that the question of
whether children should have access to
phones at night, or when they are alone
in their rooms, should also be addressed.
“When a child is doing something
privately on a device unsupervised, no
matter how many parental controls you
might set, they may access things that are
really inappropriate,” she said. “Because
of the way that the algorithms work, you
really never know what might pop up
next on your children’s feed.”

Dr. Thiagarajan explained how the
internet should have more water-tight

In another meta-analysis of 117 previously
published studies, Michael Noetel at the
University of Queensland and his
colleagues reported similar findings: that
increased screen time leads to more
socioemotional problems in children.
Tracking nearly three lakh children over
time, they found “screens and emotional
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ing absorbed in a digital screen as they get a bit older.

With more time online, some grow up to feel uncomfortable with in-person interactions. FILE PHOTO

g iys that prevent children from
accessing dangerous content, which could
include porn sites or violent videos.

Dr. Greenberg also emphasised how
each child is different: some may be able
to give up their screen time readily but
some may be more drawn to the digital
world, and thus could find it more
difficult to limit their online activities. Her
own children are like that, she admitted,
and they are most likely in the majority.
“If you have a kid who has a harder time
putting it away, that doesn’t mean you
should just let them continue to have it,”
she said. “It means you really need to
work with them to figure out how to
manage the impulses so that they develop
good habits around putting it away.”

Dr. Greenberg also pointed out that
parents should be careful about their own
screen use around their children: “They
should be aware that their kids are always
watching and learning from them and
observing their habits, and that that’s a
really important factor in how you're
managing screens with your kids,” she
said. “It’s not just about your kids; it’s also
about you.”

(Rohini Subrahmanyam is a freelance
journalist in Bengaluru.
roh.subb@gmail.com)

Those in distress can dial Tele Manas
helpline 1800-89-14416 for support.

Murky waters: A Rice’s whale seen in the Gulf of
Mexico off the coast of Texas, U.S. FILE PHOTO

Rare whales
in the way of
Trump’s oil
drilling plan

Associated Press

ne of the world’s rarest whales
0 lives in the Gulf of Mexico, where

the Trump administration wants
to expand oil and gas drilling that
scientists fear could push the giant
mammal to extinction.

Endangered Rice’s whales live their
entire lives in the gulf, where they are
vulnerable to vessel strikes, noise
pollution, oil spills, and climate change —
all of which could increase with more
drilling. Other animals, including

h d and end: d sea

turtles, also could be put at risk.

As the Iran war pushes energy prices
sharply higher, U.S. Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth invoked national security in
seeking an exemption from endangered

The Trump administration in the
U.S. is pushing to expand oil
drilling in an area where the Rice’s
whales spend their entire lives

species laws, which make it illegal to
harm or kill species on a protected list.
The seldom-used Endangered Species
Committee granted that request on
Tuesday.

Rice’s whale is the only whale species
that lives year-round in the Gulf of
Mexico, where there are fewer than 100
left, per scientists.

Recognised as a distinct species in
2021, Rice’s whale is usually found in a
narrow area in the northeastern part of
the water body.

They dive to the gulf floor for fatty fish,
mainly silver-rag driftfish, during the day,
then rest close to the surface at night.
These dives are strenuous and their
specific kind of food might also be
affected by more drilling and other
changes. Which means they are “quite
living on the edge,” Jeremy Kiszka, a
biological sciences professor at Florida
International University, said.

The whales are also susceptible to
pollution, with a significant portion of an
already small population believed to have
been killed by the 2010 Deepwater
Horizon oil spill. Many climate change
impacts are “baked in,” meaning they will
persist even if fossil fuels were eliminated
today, said Letise LaFeir, chief of
conservation and stewardship at the New
England Aquarium.

But the Trump administration proposal
“is just compounding the immediate risks
locally and the longer-term risks,” she
added. Although a government filing
specifically mentions Rice’s whales, other
threatened and endangered animals also
could be harmed by oil spills or other
dangers, scientists said.

For example, hundreds of sea turtles,
including endangered Kemp’s Ridley and
loggerheads, are rescued and
rehabilitated every year before they are
released into the Atlantic Ocean and swim
for their nesting grounds in the Gulf, per
Ms. LaFeir.

Before Tuesday, the committee had
only issued exemptions twice. The first
was for the construction of a dam on a
section of the Platte River considered
critical habitat for whooping cranes,
though a negotiated settlement won
significant protections that led to overall
ecosystem improvements.

The second was for logging in northern
spotted owl habitat, but the request was
withdrawn after environmental groups
sued, arguing that the committee’s
decision was political and violated legal
procedures.
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Challenging year

FY27 set to be a difficult one for the economy

he new financial year begins on an uncertain

note. An economy thatimports 85 per cent of

its oil will surely be hit by a prolonged price
and supply shock. The most important questionis
how long this will last. Four crucial macro variables —
trade deficit, current account deficit, growth and
inflation —will come under stress if the shock
continues well into the first quarter.

Q\f\

These variables also influence each other.
India’s fundamentals remain robust, but real
shocks can also be amplified by financial
actors. The Reserve Bank of India will have to
be ahead of the game. The latest Monthly
Economic Review has said that FY27 will see
ahigher trade deficit and CAD. The extent of
rise would depend on how long this shock
lasts — even as demand management can
keep these parameters under check. The pass
through of imported inflation will send the
right market signals to curb demand and the
two external deficits. The pain to be borne is
inescapable; the Centre needs to act
thoughtfully on distributing this between
households, governments and businesses.
The trade deficit is already slated to be in the
region of $350 billion in FY26, or 10 per cent
of GDP, against 7.5 per cent of GDP in FY25.
This trend may continue, if the crisis does
not abate. A dire scenario is one where oil
prices remain elevated at over $100-120a
barrel well into the year. This would mean an
additional outgo of about $45 billion on oil
imports for six months, pressurising the
rupee and the deficits further at current
levels of demand.

These are worst case scenarios. While
price pass-through makes sense, it could
exacerbate inflation as well as inflation
expectations beyond a point, hurting both
supply and demand. That said, there is not
much fiscal space for the government to
absorb these losses, with total debt of Centre
and States at about 85 per cent of GDP. Fiscal
deficit will expand if the Centre is forced to
compensate the oil companies for holding
retail prices or not fully passing on the
increased crude oil costs — fuel prices have
been steady in the first month of the war and
willlikely be so until State elections are
completed in the end of April. A demand
compression in the event of a prolonged
price and supply shock may result in higher
outlays for the Economic Stabilisation Fund.

Meanwhile, many Budget assumptions
may not hold. Tax collections could come
under pressure if overall industrial activity is
hit due to scarcity or high price of raw
materials, and this is not an unlikely scenario.
Fertilizer subsidies are bound to overshoot
the budgeted sum of ¥1.7 lakh crore for FY27.
Analysts estimate 325,000 crore increase in
subsidy if the crisis persists. Adding to the
problems is the prediction of El Nino setting
in this monsoon year which mean the rural
sector will need support. LPG subsidy of
about 12,000 crore projected for the new
fiscal might need an upward revision. A rise
in the fiscal deficit by even 100 basis points
cannot be ruled out, not least because of
growth compression. The best part, though,
is that this is just the start of the fiscal year. If
the war ends soon, the damage to the
economy in FY27 can still be contained.

OTHER VOICE

India’s chance in supply chain reset

A WINDOW. With geopolitical tensions pushing nations to diversify supply chains, India can cash in by deepening trade ties

RAVI POKHARNA

orthree decades, global

supply chains were built ona

simple premise: efficiency

above everything else.

Production clustered where
costs were lowest, logistics fastest and
scale largest. The shocks of the past five
years have exposed the limits of that
model.

Covid-19 revealed the fragility of
concentrated supply chains. The
Russia-Ukraine war triggered
commodity spikes and energy
disruptions, while recent Middle East
tensions have unsettled trade routes,
energy markets and logistics corridors.

LEVERAGING. Export controls, sanctions and dominance over critical inputs have
turned supply chains into geopolitical tools cerrvmasesssockeroto

This is precisely the window India has

their heavy dependence on Chinese

Together they have exposed a been waiting for. India’s supply chain f ing hubs, India is
in ion’s proposmon restson four structuml asa credlble altemanve forfmal
archil 5 without ges. First, a large d
resilience. market that allows manufacturers to design, But e!earomcs is only the first

The lesson for governments and
corporations s clear. Supply chainsare
no longer just commercial
arrangements; they are strategic assets.
Countries are increasingly focused on
mitigating supply-chain vulnerabilities
and reducing excessive dependence on
any single geography. Export controls,
sanctions and dominance over critical
inputs have turned supply chains into
geopolitical tools. China's near
monopolyin critical minerals
processing and earlier restrictions on
active pharmaceutical ingredients
(APIs) illustrate how supply
dependencies can become leverage.

For multinational firms, the
conclusion is unavoidable:
concentration risk is the bi
vulnerability in global production
networks. And in that search for
diversified supply chains, India is
emerging as one of the most credible
alternatives.

‘THE GEOPOLITICAL TRIGGER
Globalisation is not ending, it is
fragmenting. The Middle East conflict
has renewed fears about disruptions
across critical trade corridors. With the
Strait of Hormuz effectively halted and
Red Sea transits suspended, around 25
per cent of global seaborne oil and 20 per
cent of global LNG are at risk.

IMF estimates trade fragmentation
could slash global GDP by 7 per cent,
equivalent to the combined output of
France and Germany. Businesses are
therefore pre-emptively redesigning
their manufacturing footprint to reduce
geopolitical exposure.

achieve scale before exporting. Second, a
young workforce ata time when many
Asian economies are ageing, Third,
democratic institutions and legal
predictability that reduce political risk
for investors. And fourth, an expanding
network of trade agreements that can
provide preferential access to major
markets.

THE FIRST BIG BREAKTHROUGH
Nowhere is India’s supply-chain
opportunity more visible than in
electronics ing. A decade

chapter.

THE PLI CATALYST
Akey driver of India’s manufacturing
momentum has been the government’s

efficiency is also improving. Costs,
historicallyat 14-15 per cent of GDP, are
gradually declining as freight corridors,
modernised ports and multimodal
networks expand. The National
Logistics Policyand PM Gati Shakti aim
tointegrate infrastructure planning and
bring costs closer to global benchmarks.
Tronically, geopolitical instability in
the Middle East may further accelerate
I.ndJa’s manufacturing oppommxtv

upply chain

geograph) in three way

Geopolitical neutrahty ‘matters
more than ever. India’s long-standing
strategic autonomy allows it to maintain
working relationships across competing
blocs.

Large domestic markets are
‘becoming supply chain anchors. Witha
consumer base of more than 1.4 billion
people, India offers scale that few other
countries can match.

Resilient manufacturing ecosystems
require trusted partners. Democracies
with stable institutions and predictable
policy frameworks are increasingly
attractive production locations.

In that sense, India’s macroeconomic
stability and strategic positioning are
reinforcing its supply chain appeal.

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) SCALING THE ECOSYSTEM

scheme. Covering sectors from Yet oppcrrunityalone does not.

electronics and phar Is to solar suce

modules and auto  components, the Lompeunvencss ulumately depeuds on
links i ives directly to ec not just factories. India

incremental production to rapidly scale

manufacturing and integrate India into

global value chains.
The resull |

ago, India was a major importer of
mobile phones and components with
only two mobile manufacturing units;
today, it has over 300. Mobile phone
production value has surged from ¥189
billion in 2014-15 to ¥5.5 trillion in
2024-25 (MeitY). Export growthis the
new engine, with smartphone exports
doubling to $30 billion in FY 2024-25.
Global giants like Apple and Samsung
are increasingly moving assembly,
components, and design to Indian hubs
(India Cellular and Electronics
Association).

This transformation is not accidental.
It reflects a combination of geopolitical
shifts and deliberate industrial policy. As
multinational electronics firms reassess

Combined with supply
chain diversification,
FTAs can shift India
from a consumption-led
market to an export
manufacturing hub

g visible. PLL
schemes across 14 sectors have moved
from commitment to large-scale
execution. As of early 2026, the initiative
has generated over ¥20.4 trillion in
cumulative production and sales, far
exceeding the initial projection of ¥6
trillion (NITI Aayog; Economic Survey
2025-26).

THE EXPORT MULTIPLIER
Industrial policy alone is not enough.

must move quickly on several fronts:
Infrastructure remains critical.
Continued investments in logistics
corridors, ports and industrial clusters
will determine whether manufacturers
can scale efficiently.
Labour-intensive sectors, from
textiles to footwear, need regulatory
clarityand export-oriented industrial
rks.

Skill development must accelerate
to support advanced manufacturing
technologies.

Encouragingly, initiatives such as the
National Logistics Policy and new

Manufacturing ecosystems require semiconductor manufacturing

access to export markets, and India’s incentives signal that pohcymakers
evolving free trad (FTA) gnise the scale of the challenge. But
strategy is becoming critical. the scale of the opportunity demands

Recentagreements with Australia, the
UAE, the UK and the EU are expanding
preferential access for Indian exporters,
while negotiations with the US are
progressing. Together, these could
significantly strengthen
competitiveness in textiles, engineering

0ods, chemicals and electronics.

Combined with supply chain
diversification, FTAs can shift India
froma consumption-led market toan
export manufacturing hub. Logistics

faster execution.

The world is undergoing a structural
reconfiguration of trade and production
networks. For India, this disruptionisa
strategic opening. If India can scale its
ecosystems and deepen trade ties now, it
will become a defining hub of the next
globalisation cycle.

‘The writer is Executive Director, Pahle India
Foundation. With inputs from Kuntala Karkun, Senior
Visiting Fellow, Pahle India Foundation

Telecom infra must rest on strong fibre network

In terms of reliability, capacity, affordability and long-term resilience, it scores over mobile-based networks

—
TV Ramachandran

fourth-largest economy andamong

the fastest-growing major
economies. Itis also a digital
powerhouse — leading the world in
mobile data consumption, scaling digital
publicinfrastructure such as UPI,and
connecting hundreds of millions of
citizens to the internet. Yet beneath this
remarkable digital story lies a structural
imbalance. India is the only major global
economy where broadband access is
overwhelmingly dependent on mobile
networks. In most advanced economies
strong GDP growth has been

I ndia today stands tall as the world’s

International experience offers useful
lessons. In advanced European
economies such as France and the UK,
fixed broadband penetration exceeds 40
connections per 100 people, and
fibre-to-the-home is rapidly becoming
standard infrastructure. In East Asia,
China has built the world’s largest fibre
network even while expanding 5G at
scale. The lesson is not one of mobile
versus fibre, but rather fibre first, with
mobile layered on top.

INFRA DEPTH LACKING

India’s mobile-first trajectory
undoubtedly delivered significant
benefits. Competitive markets and low
tariffs democratised internet access and
brought hundreds of milli i

ied by deepand p
fixed broadband infrastructure. Fibre
networks reach homes, busmesscs,
schools and hospital: idi

However, connectivity reach is not the
same as infrastructure depth.

the stable backbone on whlch d\gltal

The,.
Guardian
Trump’s Iran war: escalation without end
The fifth week of Donald Trump’s illegal war on Iran has confirmed the absence
of any overarching strategy. The US continues to hit Iranian targets while
building up forces in the region. Iran continues to launch missile and drone
attacks on Israel and neighbouring Gulf states. Tehran’s proxies in the region
have entered the fray. Its closure of the strait of Hormuz has seen oil prices
shoot up and had knock-on effects already visible across fuel, fertilizer and
supply chains. No amount of contradictory social media posts from Mr Trump
can negate the shortages felt across the world. The pain is likely to get worse,
There is no sign of imminent US victory or Iranian collapse. This instead looks
like a war of attrition. Each side can point to successes and their oppanents
can highlight failures. conoon,usscis0)
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Provider of opportunity, growth and certainty

The data released by the National Bureau of Statistics on Tuesday indicate that
the Chinese economy continues to grow and improve, with stronger
momentum and firmer foundations than some external observers have
suggested. In March, the purchasing managers’ index for the manufacturing
sector rose to 50.4, while the non-manufacturing business activity index and
the composite PMI output index reached 50.1 and 50.5, respectively. All three
indicators returned to levels above the expansion threshold, pointing to a
broad-based improvement in economic activity. Building on a good start in the
first two months, the Chinese economy is on track to deliver a steady
performance in the first quarter. . @eun, msscnso

operate. Mobile networks
playa vital role, but primarily asa
complement to this foundation rather
thana substitute forit.

India, by contrast, has largely inverted
this model. India’s fixed broadband
penetration remains in the low single
digits per hundred population. Much of
the country’s digital ecosystem rests on
mobile broadband — an achievement in
affordability and scale, butalsoa
structural compromise in reliability,
capacity and long-term resilience.

This imt carries major
challenges: Firstly, there is the issue of
network strain. Mobile networks
operate within finite spectrum
resources and are inherently variable
and suited for mobility and intermittent,
light-to-medium demand. As India
digitises manufacturing, education,
telemedicine, cloud services and
emerging Al applications, sustained
high-capacity demand is increasingly

into homes and enterprises.
Relying predominantly on mobile
networks in such circumstances risks
congestion and inconsistent

FIBRE. Consumes less energy per unit of
data cerrymmsEsisToceoT0

performance. In effect, spectrum is
being asked to do work that fibre
infrastructure is better suited to deliver.
Secondly, there are implications for
productivity and affordability. Fibre
enables ultra-low latency, symmetric
high-speed connemvxty and high

fibre backbones, last-mile fibre access,
'Wi-Fi offload, satellite redundancy and
‘mobile connectivity for mobility. When
one layer dominates excessively,
vulnerabilities can emerge. Climate
events, spectrum constraints, back-haul
congestion or power disruptions can
‘have disproportionate impact ina
mobile-heavyarchitecture. Fixed
broadband is not merely another access
technology; it represents long-term
digital capital formation. This calls fora
rebalancing of infrastructure priorities.

The required tools are already
available. These include expanding
fibre-to-the-home and
fibre-to-enterprise networks, increasing
the fibreisation of mobile towers,
strengthening public Wi-Fi ecosystems
such as those enabled by PM-WANI,
enabling infrastructure sharing to
reduce deployment costs, and

reliability ntial for
Industry 4.0 manufagtunng remote
diagnostics, smart logistics, cloud
computing and advanced research.
Importantly, fixed broadband also
delivers data at significantly lower usage
cost. In India, the effective cost per
gigabyte on fixed networks is oftena
fraction of that on mobile networks —
one-fourth or one-fifth, making it a more
sustainable platform for large-scale
digitalactivity and digital inclusion.
Third, ‘becomes a chall

g satellite - to

improve connectivity in remote areas.

The economics is compelling. Fibre
networks involve higher initial capital
investment but offer far lower marginal
cost per gigabyte over time. They
consume less energy per unit of data
transmitted than mobile networks and
possess enormous bandwidth capacity,
making them durable infrastructure for
decades.

The writer is Presi i . Views

Robust digital ecosystems are layered:

are personal
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Managing CAD

This refers to ‘What happens when
CADrises' (April 1). Rising crude oil
prices have directly increased import
bills for net-importing nations like
India, widening the current account
deficit (CAD). This has also driven
the rupee toa historic low. Managing
aCAD driven by rising crude ml

exportswillalso help manage CAD.
P Victor Selvaraj

Palayemkattzl, TN

WTO’s relevance

Apropos ‘Existential crisis’ (April 1),
the WTO’s struggle is less about.
procedureand more about purpose.
Once founded on the ideals of trade

prices requiresa multi-p:

approach focused on reducmg
import reliance, boosting foreign
exchange inflows, and implementing
strategic fiscal policies. Promoting
renewable energy, enhancing
domestic refining and accelerating,

for and poverty
reduction, it now risks irrelevance
amid fractured alliances and
unilateral tariffs. India’s resistance to
extending the e-commerce
moratoriumandtothe
China-backed investment facilitation

proposal reflects a pragmatic
defence of sovereignty and policy
space. Yet the larger challenge is
restoring consensus between the
Global Northand South, without
which multilateralism collapses into
rhetoric. The WTO must rediscover
itsroleasafair arbiter, notaforum
sidelined by bilateral deals and power
politics.

Babu Crishna

Bengaluru

Coffee sector needs relief
This refers to ‘RBI

(April 1). The West Asia war has hit
almost every sector, including coffee
plantation. With predictions of a
harsh summer, fertilizer shortage,
and possible crop losses, the RB
must take immediate steps to defer
loan repayment and grant interest
waiver. The central bank mustalso
allow bank to consider loan
restructuring in case the war
extends.

jiv
Halekere Vilage, Karnataka

leave

relief measures amid West Asia crisis”

Apropos ‘A hollstic approach needed

onmenstrual leave’ (April 1),
menstrual leave benefits haven't
been extended toall working
women. What the policy framework
will be for women workingin the
unorganised sector is anybody’s
guess. The Supreme Court has
rightly refrained from giving blanket
directives and asked policymakers to
balance social protection and
economic opportunities. Small firms
and service outlers which function
on thin margins will find it difficult to
extend menstrual leave.

RV Baskaran
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Reorienting farm research

Focus must be on farm incomes and sustainability

—
Satish Hegde

75 years has changed froma

food deficittofood surplus
situation. The question now s, can
agriculturalresearchrise once
again to meet the challenge of
Viksit Bharat?

Agriculture now faces atwin

challenge. It must raise farmers’
incomeswhile simultaneously

I ndianagriculture in thelast

think-bl .7

A severe test
for monetary

policy

gﬁf&%ﬁgﬁ:@ FARM RESEARCH. Chartinga BLEAK SCENARIO. With rising energy prices and
pmtcctiono{:lo;ll;lng‘ sustainablepath the looming threat of inflation amidst uncertainty,
N bl Tor Viksit Bharat,agricultural the MPC has a difficult task on its hands
deficiencyto sufﬁuency, andin research must restructureitself
Farmers dbroad national themes
are mcteasmglyrummg towards thatanticipate future challenges. —
dvalue ICARinstitute:

addition. researchinstitutesand private this situation. ‘Superior” vis-a-visthe US dollarand challenge the reform with an exceptional (exceptional

Agriculture research must now resesrch institutes shouldworkon po].iﬁco -economic infoxmatiouthatthe fiscal space toabsorb the increase in because liquidityanalysis and regulatory

being nation-centric broad-based themes. authoriti the social i ure nota partof the legal frame in

totruly farmer-centric. During the Chmate change demands mu]uple economxc and financial expenditures. If the inflation rate is not whichinflation targeting has been cast
Green Revolution, the primary heat-tolerant varieties and xternal ‘withinthe MPC’s comfortzone,sayof >4 under Section 45Z of the RBI Act)
objecgvewa§ national food strongerroot systemsthrough AVASUDEVAN will have tobe the basis for decision per cent but <6 per cent, then howmuch suggestmn of encouragement of the
security,and itst graftingand 2 would the growth rate be in 2026-272 No
largely concentrated inafew shurtle breeding, Stress he Monetary Policy Indian ic policy thinking ha: one can makean butitwill <"rh ast ‘would be market
northern States. Today, the need is management must addressboth Committee (MPC) due to so far been woven around a magical beasurpriseifitisaround 6 percent,not  friendlyand would notdisturb the yield
for pan: hat biot meet on April 6-8faces formula which has four elements: 7 per centand overas many economic curve, given the fact that the long rate of
reﬁects the dlversltyof_lnman Resource management requires ‘many economic challenges growthrate of about 8 per cent, inflation  analysts, including the Economic interest has been somewhat stickyand
agriculture mechanization suited to small arising from endogenous rate of less than 4 per cent, fiscal deficit Survey, have projected. would not be inclined to move up in view

farms, efficient water and nutrient

and exogenous factors relating mainly to

ofaround 3 per cent of the GDP,and an

MPC will have toresist the

of the limited possibility of high growth

’I‘ECH DlSRUPl'IONS use, blologlcal inputs,and regulatoryand governance matters and external current account deficit of 1.5-2 temptation of raising the policy rate of prospects.
di igentapp |hrannn ofartificial the humungous uncertainty created by per cent. MPC members would often interest to combat the anticipated MPC will be mindful of the limited

lecular breedi dnow intellig ly chain oil price spikes, scarcities of femlhurs liketo: strateglse monetary policy mﬂauon, as d:e strictinflation targeting  fiscal space and the difficult external
predictive or data-driven transformation must enable andanumber of other: thinking ification of uld suggest. What is more currentaccount deficit. Inview of the
breeding, ha: farm-gatc ddition, quality ‘minerals. Under the circumstances, the magical formula. lmportant is (0 look at the regulatory much talked about prevalence of
transformed ically. The exportreadi decision making hastobe based ona reform that would enable financial recessionary conditions in much of the
GreenRevolutionwastheresultof  and marketintelligence. large number of considerations that go INFLATION DYNAMICS institutions (mainly banks and NBFCs) developed world and China, India’s
conventional breeding. Molecular Global competition beyond inflation and growth data. Given this background, the MPCwould to commue provxdmg creditonamore export prospectsare not bright. Besides,
breedingl: treng d the urgency. Turkey The first requirement for MPC still be most concerned about the sothat the bor forexgn remittances of Indian
nutritional security,and p declslonmmug i inflationd Lha[ arises haveauuscrbuﬂ"erof diti d d either shrink or just be
leading vegetable hybridstoday Europe over several days. China Ty information di fromthe shortage of crude services artificial stable Toexpect the rupee depreciation
have emerged fromadvanced growsvegetables in Hainan Island especlallyforzhe months ofFebruary oiland natural gas and their pm:e hikes. i (AI), ifneed be, toadds toil iscloseto
genomictechniques. and supplies distant cities. Sunny and March. Will the MP ided by Inflation possible longer haul of uncertainty. day- dreammgglven theexternal trading
Technologies suchas genencal}y g'reenhouses, plastlc nmne]s and information only: about economic ‘would raise production costs, weaken Inventorybuild up could well be for six environmentand recessionary
modified ting gr au.uja tech variables as reported by official sources investment prospects, prompt high months rather than the conventional conditions prevailing overseas.
offer promlse. Yeteach slog Tyenhz and private data providers? Whatis the depreciation of the Indian rupee three months. And theuse of Al would Ideally, the meeting could still be
has strengths and limitations. small farmers livelihoodsin view that the MPC will take regarding need to be focused mainly for finding postponed to end-May or early Juneto

Incotton, farmersembmced China. India must chartif itsown thelongevity of the war in the Middle MPC will have to resist ways of reducing costsand makinggoods  enable the Committee to have more
GM traitst path, Eastand the current geopolitical o s competitive both domestically and credible information about the world
value.In othercro s!mﬂar Deﬁmngcenual research tensions. Whatifthe conﬁlct drags on the temptation of raising abroad. This wouldfacﬁlmte India’s economic outlookand the India’s own
approaches: faﬂgdwhenr.heydld and become: ing  the p()l.iCV rate of interest exportsto di rics. Afterall decisi
notalignwith farmer needs. The consulmnve asthe national many more nations? ~omb: . th . d Thisis not to suggest that India cannotbe taken on some idiosyncratic
lesson remains consistent — traits process. Stateand ‘Whether onelikesit or not, the to combat the anticipate should not followa multiple strategy of assumptions in the midst of uncertainty.
mustgeneratetangiblebenefitsat  central-level deliberations must inflation targeting frameworkas inflation, as the strict raising the policy rate by say, 25-30 basis

the farmlevel.

involve farmers, Kmhl Vigyan

provided forunder the provision 45Z of

inflation targeting

pomts and revisiting the internal

The writerisa former

\g; 00, h: Ived Kendras, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act will liquidity requirements model (Through
towards sustainable agriculture. horticulture. depanmems, NGOs, justnotbe good enough, surelynotin ﬂppl‘OaCh would suggest along with undertaking rcgulamry ‘The Billion Press)
Farmers today follow diverse and both publicand private
systems, including chemical, researchinstitutions.
regenerative, organic,and natural AsIndiaadvances toward 2047,
ﬁummgappmschcs All agriculture once again standsata
contribute i Strategy, clarity
food productionindifferentways.  of purpose,and unwavermg
it S e iti top executive flags astm war cost
becomedeeply collaborative. A journey. Seventy-five years ago,
breeder worksalongside experts agricultural research helped
ingenomics, marker discovery, secure India’s food future. Inthe Todd Gillespie Wall Street’s second-largest rates market, Dunn said. She’s also
ger decades, it can helj Michael MacKenzie fixed-income business, Dunn sees ‘monitoring concerns around private
phenomics, data analytics, speed India’s prosperity. bank di i creditand possible impacts on the
breeding, eirdre Dunn has been reading on other areas where costs might need underlying economyas well as
technologies. Looking to Thewriteris D upabout fertilizer markets. torise, suchas insurance and the investors’ perception of risk.
Since the US attacks on Iran rebuilding of infrastructure, she said. The onset of the war in Iran and the
began roiling oil markets, the Citigroup Supreme Court ruling against the
Inc. rates-trading chief has been ADVANTAGE BANKS ‘Trump administration’s ugiﬂs increase
TR T <8 <12 - looking to other commodities to The trading executive, who joined the likelihood that the US fiscal story
the hmd“bublnCQSIIHL- molz(x]ijtlgrthelmockoueﬁemofthe Citigroup in 2011, has been near the becomesa pressingissue and pushes
= military action on inflation and how center of the turmoil as hedge funds longer-maturity Treasury yields higher.
IT'WENTY YE ARS AGO TOD AY L central banks might react. and corporates have navigated the — 2 Under Scott Bessent the Treasury
“Oil became the most liquid and surge in oil prices after the US and WAR IMPACT. Oil fere. tokeep
April 2,2006 purest source of information for Israel attacked Iran more than four frxed—rate bond issuance across two to
‘market participants,” Dunn said inan weeks ago. Banks are likely to post Dunn has moved staffers around in 30 years steady while boosting the
BHEL in talks for nuclear tie-up interview. Data from other markets bumper trading revenue when they order to help teams most under supply of shorter-dated bills in the $31
Power equipment major Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd (BHEL) is in talks with global could matter more now than they report first-quarter earnings in pressure. Ona recent trip to Paris, she trillion US government-debt market.
nuclear players, including Alstom, GE Energy and Siemens, for possible tie-ups to usually do, too, “such asfertilizer and mid-April, driven by volatility spurred hhad to cancel employee events so she Dunn is the chair of the Treasury
enhance its nuclear capabilities. The State-owned BHEL, which already supplies aluminum.” All that points to a clearer by the war. could spend more time with colleagues ~ Borrowing Advisory Committee, a
equipment to Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd (NPCIL) projects, is reality about the war: its effects are Asurgeinoil pricesand the threatof ~ atthe desks. Her unitisakeypartofthe  group of bond market participants that
exploring the possibilities of a technical tie-up for high-end nuclear equipment,a likely to linger beyond what many an inflation spike prompted bank’s fixed-income, currencies and includes banks, asset managers,
Government official involved in the exercise said. investors had initially thought. Inother  interest-rate markets to sharply commodities group, which analysts insurers and hedge funds. The
words, Dunn said, traders are starting reverse course during March and price expect to post more than $4.8billionin  committee meets quarterly with the
Rights issues: Disclosure norms eased toask, “Who pays for all this?” in central-bank hikes rather than cuts. revenue for the first quarter when Treasury Department to discuss
Listed companies will now have the flexibility of not disclosing the price band or “Clients are starting to settle more The pendulum has swung backa little Citigroup reports earnings in two eeconomic and market trends while
the offer price of the rights issue at the time of filing the draft offer letter with the in for the long haul, and the lasnng this week, as the bond market weeks, according to a Bloomberg advising on debt management.
market regulator SEBI. This relaxation forms part of new steps taken by SEBI to gy shock,” said ici weaker growthandriskofa  survey. That would be the biggest haul “Market trends are now
make the domestic primary market “more transparent and efficient”. Dulm, 48. “Even |fthere isa remzrkably recession as higher energy prices, rising  since the onset of the Covid-19 transitioning to whether there is
quick bom)wing costsand the stock~marke pandemic in 2020. pressure on bonds from who pays for it,
‘Chennai most attractive city for offshoring services’ ighto the real yis C b tificial how sticky s inflation going to be and
Chennaiis the most attractive Indian city for offshoring services beating lx'.kely to be my consumers. intelligence and what it means for how aggressive are central banks going
traditional top cities such as Bangalore, Mumbai and the National Capital Region From her position atop a core part of To prepare for big market swings, labour markets may also return to the tobe,” Dunn said. sccomsers
(Gurgaon, Faridabad and Noida), according to AT. Kearney’s Indian City Services
Attractiveness Index 2005, report by AT. Kearney.
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EASY NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
02. Fundamental (5) 01. Annay, excite with anger (7) 02. Without extras, is put in taxi coming back (5) 01. Be annoying to show it's right when about to get
05. Headland (4) 02. Noctule (3) 05. Horn, it may be, worn over the shoulders (4) the go-ahead (7)

07. Outlying trading-station  03. Move furtively, ingratiatingly (5) 07.In favour of a sort of square stronghold (4) 02. Flying fox will be at the wicket (3)

(Am) @) 04. Relate, belong to (7) 08. To cheat the country out of agift (8) 03. Edge furtively along the flank and get left inside (5)
08. Agift (8) 05. Child’s bed (3) 09. Poem Celt composed is all there (8) 04 It worries one, a business set-up (7)

09. Whole (8) 06,Snap (5) 1. The appearance that nothing is all right beyond 05. Ulster, without a place to sleep (3)

11. Seem to be (4) 10. Apply pressure to (5) fifty (4) 06. A picture quietly to give a hoot about (5)

12. Resolution (13) 11. Egyptian, Indian water-lily (5) 12. Fixedness of purpose with which it may be trained 10.Try to get information for the papers (5)

15. Betting price (4) 13. Wonderful happening (7) on time (13) 1. Exotic flower means much to you and me (5)

13. It'sa wonder I'm up: clear out! (7)

4. Starting with the aperture (7)

16. Plays the doctor with the US Medical Association (5)
18. One invited to conjecture endlessly on time (5)

20. On the other hand, it’s put up a bath (3)

21.Sound like a hound that's reddish brown (3)

17. Put on record (8)

19. Jumble, pot-pourri (8)
21. Bright spot, peak on
screen (4)

14. Preliminary statement of case
in court (7)

16. Theatrical entertainment (5)
18. One invited (5)

20. Small cask (3)

21. Coastal inlet (3)

15. Rum to take sulphur for the price of a bet (4)
17. The official list will reach one’s consciousness (8)
19.1t’s cheap to make jumble out of it (8)

21. Unforeseen phenomenon to spot on radar screen (4)
22. Young sheep (4)

23. Those put in for race (5)

22. One may take this essayist with mint sauce (4)
23. Arecord in writing of one’s coming on stage (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2648

ACROSS 1. Collaborator 8. Handling 9. Disc 11. Forte 12. Lantern 13, Last 15. Otto 19. Burnish 20. Rabat 22. Area 23. Convince 24. Denomination
DOWN 2. Owner 3. Lolled 4. Bungle 5. Trident 6. Reconnoitres 7. Shuffieboard 10. One 14. Surgeon 16. Fix 17. Thrown 18. Privet 21. Bingo
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{ OUR TAKE }
New captainsina
turbulent sector

Neither of the two new top-level appointments —
at Indigo and DGCA — come at a routine time for
the country's civil aviation sector

ndian aviation's two most consequential

appointments in years arrived within hours of each

other this week. William Walsh, formerly of British

1ys, IAG and currently at the powerful aviation

lobby group IATA, will take over as IndiGo's chief
executive, Vir Vikram Yadav assumes charge as director
general of civil aviation. Neither appointment is routine,
and neither comes ataroutine time. The sector had one
ofits worst years in 2025 — 260 lives lost in the Air India
flight171 tragedy, over 5,000 IndiGo flights cancelled ina
single week that stranded 300,000 passengers—and
began 2026 in no better shape, with a crash thatkilled a
deputy CM and the West Asia conflict driving fuel costs
and forcing longer international routes, leaving the
industry staring at financial pain.

Today, Brent crude has surged past $102a barrel, from
less than $70 in February. Indian carriers are barred
from nine countries airspaces, with reroutes adding up
to 70 minutesand nearly two tonnes of extra fuel burn
on every European sector. Analysts project industry-
widelosses 0f17,000-18,000 crore for FY2026; Air
India alone expects arecord loss of atleast 315,000 crore.

‘Walsh inheritsan airline whose operational
credibility was shattered barely three monthsago—a
3222 crore penalty, quarterly profitdown 78%,and a
predecessor who was, by all indications, made to make
way. The turnaround mandate is clear —the airline has
long stretched the limits of operational efficiency, and
now requires systemic change.

Yadav’s briefis arguably harder. The DGCA's inquiry
into the IndiGo crisis cited “inadequate regulatory
preparedness” —a rare admission that the regulator
failed its mandate. The AlI-171 investigation, politically
and diplomatically fraught given the deliberate-act
theoryand American involvement, will reach a critical
pointunder his watch with a report due this summer.
And the institution he will lead struggles with hundreds
ofvacancies. He must run a credible safety regulator on
incomplete strength at the worst possible time.

And then there is the relational test between the
regulator and IndiGo, India’s largest domestic airline.
The December crisis laid that bare when the regulator
granted exemptions, then penalised the airline for the
provisions it had relaxed. India wants 500 million air
passengers by 2030. It wants to be a global aviation hub.
Those ambitions require a regulator and a market
leader that treat safety as foundational, not negotiable.
How Walsh and Yadav navigate whatawaits them will
shape not justan industry, but the aspirations, the global
credibilityand the safety of 1.4 billion people, many of
whom are only just beginning tofly.

A difficult season
ahead for agriculture

ith a 60% chance of El Nifioin the June-August
Wperiod— rising to 80% in August-October —the

country’s farm sector must brace for possible
pain. The phenomenon is associated with deficient
rainfall,and 50-60% of India’s net sown area, largely
Kkharifcrops, is monsoon-dependent. This involves close
to61%of India’s farmer population. The need to plan
ahead is more urgent thisyear as the disruption in
fertiliser and natural gas (key for fertiliser production)
shipments from West Asia must also be factored in.

IfElNifio effects intensify and rainfall proves deficient
—aclearer picture will emerge closer to June — pulses
andriceyields could getaffected, depressing farm
incomeand pushing up food inflation. While the farm
sector has been able to withstand ElNifio in recent years,
the climate crisis has queered the pitch; scientists have
flagged oceanographic factors that cause ElNifioto
intensify and increase the chances of associated extreme
events. On the fertiliser side, uncertainty over the war
clouds the outlook. The US has talked of an end-date, but
much will depend on whether itadheres to that timeline
and whether Israel continues the war even if the US
withdraws. Then, there is the question of whether Iran
will allow traffic through the Strait of Hormuz to return
toits pre-war normal. Even after the war ends, with
natural gas infrastructure in West Asia taking serious
hits, normalisation of shipments could take some time.
The governmentand farmers must factor in the

double . From sowing decisions —short-
duration, drought-resistant varieties— tomoisture
conservation, farmers must pre-empt poor rains, The
government, for its part, must assume greater
responsibilities on crop insurance, guaranteed
employment to minimise rural pain. The long-term
focus must be on expanding India’s water conservation
and irrigation capacity to tide over climate shocks.

Where can one
investin 2026-27/7

Things are likely to get
much worse before they
get better. This is a year

month. As fear and uncertainty get
amplified on social media, [will attempt
toanswer verysimply some of the ques-
tions that the non-finance people are
asking.

ward-looking and price in bad news
before it manifests on the ground. The
10-year G-Sec yield breached 7% last
week, arise of more than 40-basis year
onyear (in bond markets that is a steep

Thelong-term gr

yof Indiar
through the present time by not making hasty money decisions. SHUTTERSTOCK

g; we need to get

that all the money Why is the rupee falling? Because  rise). In plain English, this means that the
1 h I India needs more dollars to buy each priceofthe IOVEargowmmem Jssued Is there more bad news? Yes. If the  areable to use them to our advantage
essons we have learnt unit of fuel itimport d.0il  bondfell. Bond pri story on energy security werenotbad  must be deployed. In addition, the
are pllt to action prices have risen sharply over a month opposlte dujecnou, So, when youread  enough,thereisalooming fertiliserscare  path cleared for energy from small
and cangoeven higher. Aswepaymore  yieldsaregoing up, remember thatbond  thatmight play out. Indianagricultureis  nuclear plants must be used to build
he madnessof the 2020sjust ~ dollars, the price in termsof theamount  prices are falling. Sharply falling bond  dependent on both imported fertiliser ~ for the future.
oes not end. Each crisis  inrupees needed to buyasin- prices are a red flag. In this  and imported feedstock that goes into The fertiliser story is one of mis-
looks worse than the previ-  gle dollar rises. This has also case, it is the expectation of  fertiliser factories, Current fertiliser ~ used subsidies. Instead of funding
ousone. The Trumpianbul- ~ cascaded, given the down- potentially higher interest stocks, the government says, are ade-  high-cost fertiliser production, a cash
lyingon tradehasmorphed ~ ward trajectory of the rupee - rates, not economic’ quate, butifthe war continues, thiscould  transfer to the farmer might be the
intophysicalabuseofglobal ~ over Lhe past year due to for- that is driving bond pmes easily becomea food securityissue. road ahead. Though politically sensi-
eign ituti investors down. Inflation is expected to Are there any silver linings? The tive, subsidising those who actually
food security for billionsat risk. Inafully ~ selling the Indian marketand Monika rise due to the higher fuel bill  clean macrostory,oiland forexreserves  need it rather than the current entan-
unpmd]cmblewm“ld.whereself interest  taking their dollars back to Hal i ‘with which Indi: peri gled web of entitlements and high
comes first, India needs to put on its ~ where the Amﬁcla] l.n(ellk alan borrowing  isabi; it it costs — which have actually harmed
energy and food security oxygen mask  gence (AI) boo! ahead. Th the  weak, the current crisis would have  both agriculture and soil over time—
with long-term solutions, not mnd—aids terretums special excise duty on petrol ~ caused a worse problem. The strong  might be the way forward.
And we, as citizens, must getworse  sharply, whichislikely tohititsrevenues  macro position has given the needed ~ What should we be doing? Start by
hard year ahead on inflation, markets :rme West Asia crisis prolongs—who _ bycloseto 5 trillion. Thisshortfallcan elbow roomfora policyrethinkandhas  recognising thatatoughyearliesahead.
and overall chaos. The journey from expecred the Russia-Ukraine wartolast ~either be filled by higher-than-expected allowed the government toabsorbthe ~ There is 2 war raging, and we will get
February to March fast pipelineof  exportsor by borrowing, Thebondmar-  fuel costrise by cuttingexcisedutieson ~ singed. The long-term growth story of
agood story can turn precarious. What Gulf VRIfomgu exchangeinflowstakes ket thinks it will be more borrowing,  petroleum products. While thismaynot ~ India remains strong; we need to get
looked likealaunchpadyearforahigher  ahit. Why should you worry evenifyou ‘hich will raise rates, last,atleast the hn pet- ‘notmaking
Indian growth trajectory is now quite  are not an importer or aren’t sending Thisis going to derail the th rol diesel, and i hasty money decisions. Do not try to
the reverse. The Goldilocks momentof ~ kids abroad to study? Rising oil prices i ierintheyear. The  beeni i time the markets; we do notknow how

low inflation, above 7% growth, a com-
fortable stack of foreign reserves, a
inis it.anda

and falling rupee usually translate into
higher levels of inflation. Rising prices

account deficit is under threat as the

higherinterestrates, both of which then

cosl to growth is expected to be in the
range of around one percentage point.
India’s GDP growth, which was pegged
at well over 7% for the new financial

world reels from the West Asian fuel year, i tock

supply disruption. tostep back frominvestment. Thiscan ~ markets, whnch were already spooked.
The vitals of becomeabad le. ing the n

: T ol i ith the i ..\:.,

ing bc;nd yields are up, stock markets

warand how far will stoc

what

What can the government do?
While the band-aid of absorbing the
fuel price hike and the Reserve Bank

long they could fall. Youronly friend isa

split between safer debt products and

nsky eqm(y And remember, equity
1ol

of India’s moves ITEncy,

interest rates, and balance of pay-
‘ments will continue, the crisis ideally
should trigger reforms that build both
energy and food security. India has
one of the largest reserves of coal in

mults So, stay patient in these times of
fearand uncertainty.

Monika Halan is the bestselling author
of the Let's Talk series of books on

have lost almost 10% over the past

Both stock and bond markets are for-

ifthe wardoes notend.

the world and the

that  money. The vi

personal

Opening the doors for Chinese
investment again, with caution

was issued in April 2020, placing curbs

on Chinese investment in India. It was

a response to the perceived threat of oppor-

tunistic f Indian by Chi-
nese companies during Covid-19,

This note amended the forexgn dlrect

he Centre’ of Press Note
I 3 (PN3) has ruffled some feathers. PN3

sectors — capital goods, elec-
tronic capital goods, electronic components,
polysilicon, and ingot-wafer —where Chinese
investment is deemed beneficial. The govern-
ment has vowed to expedite decisions —
approval or rejection — on proposals in these
sectors within 60 days. Earlier, there were no
stipulated timelines mentioned, as a result of

(FDI) policy involvi
sharinga land border with I.ndla Ostensibly
aimed at China, it subjected all FDI from such
territories to government approval. Further-
more, the “transfer of ownership of any exist-
ing or future FDI in an entity in India, directly
or indirectly, resulting in beneficial owner-
ship” of entities situated in such countries was
also made subject to government approval.

“The government has now amended PN3 to
ease Chinese investments into India. Given the
current geopolitical scenario, this step is a
cautious reopening rather than a reset.

At the outset, the amendment does not
‘mark a significant change of course. In fact,
this only confirms that geopolitics
will continue to guide economic
decisions vis-3-vis China. The gov-
ernment is still cautious and suspi-
cious of investments from China.

The Economic Survey, pub-

which many i were in
limbo. However, there are some caveats. Chi-
nese investment in these sectors can only
enter through joint ventures (JVs). Addition-
ally, Chinese entities are barred from holding
majority or controlling stakes in such JVs,
which must be held by resident Indian citizens
or by resident Indian entities owned and con-
trolled by resident Indian citizens.

Third, investments in sectors other than
these five listed in the amended PN3 will still
be subject to government approval, as the orig-
inal PN3 envisaged. It suggests the govern-
‘ment remains suspicious of Chinese invest-
‘ments, but economic realities have forced it to

make adjustments in five sectors cru-
cial to India’s manufacturing jour-

ABBAS ARAGHCHI

\.
We receive messages from the

American side ...

‘henever neces

ssary

werespond...There are no
grounds for negotiations

Making the code on minimum
wage work on the ground

India’s i haslong
i Admin-

ndia’s new labour e i
nificant f labour i
since Independence At the hean of this

C

Code on Wages,
rationalise andsu’eng[hmv.he minimum wage
T' these reform um—

istrative data from annual minimum wage
reports indicate substantial variation across
states in effective enforcement. While some

cal

20%of

labour market PLFS data U\d]CB(E rising

i many inspect less than 1%.
Moreover, among the irregularities detected,

ney. It also means that
in electric vehicles, a sector in which
Chinais a global leader, still require
explicit government approval.

lished in July 2024, had argued in Amit Despite these restrictions, the
favour of easing restrictions on Kumar growing Indian market could still
Chinese i in India. Since attract Chinese i in the five
then, several proposals have been priority sectors outlined by the gov-
deliberated and reported. In July ernment. It is also plausible that Chi-
2025, NITI Aayog proposed allow- nese private enterprises may, in fact,
ing up to a 24% stake without addi- favour a minority stake in JVs. Hav-
tional security clearance. ing an Indian entity with a majority

A month later, in August, Mint and controlling stake could serve as.
reported that the Centre is consid- insurance against coercive state
ering allowing 20-25% Chinese Pranay actions in exigent circumstances or if
investments in manufacturing, Kotasthane India-China bilateral relations turn

d X sour again.

nents through the ic route.

Later in November 2025, a high-

level committee proposed allowing up to 49%
cumulative investment from China in non-
strategic sectors, subject to approval by a com-
mittee headed by the cabinet secretary, and
allowing any single Chinese investor with a
less than 10% holding through an automatic
route.

Finally, in January 2026, repor

However, from India’s standpoint,
the interest of Chinese private play-
ersisn'tin doubt. The real hurdle is the will-
ingness of the Chinese party-State. Beijing has

formal

sector,
with 43.6% of workers still without benefits.
Inter-state disparities are stark, with Bihar,

Chhattisgarh, MadhyaPmdash Odjsha Rajast-

ly half resultin formal prosecutions.
The new labour codes seek to address these
mspannes by replncmg surprise mspedmns ==
oftencr
of “inspector-cum- [aem(amrs focused on

han,and levels
persistent gap

online, risk-based i

of 85-90%. Also,

support.

uggest-  tionary overreach, its success depends on

ing productivity gains need not translate into  administrative capacity, making stronger
improved worker outcomes. manpower

Against thi labourcodes,  essential. Dispute resolution hasalso shifted to

hil animpor- and appellate bodies

opening for i ‘whether this

wage—semngnnd worker pr otection.
India

leads lo fasler and more credible outcomes

tory minimum wages, m(roducmg the Mml
mum Wages Actin 1948, empowering states to
setwage floors for selected “scheduled
employments” with weak bargaining

recently adopted an i
stance on technology or capability transfer to
competing countries. China, in fact, isn't] keen
on vacating the space in even tradil

A key insight in labour economics, high-
lighted by the L0, is that minimum wages work
best when workers have credible out-

side options, such as public employ-

industries to climb up the value chain in high-
end ing. For Beijing, the latter need

that the Centre is mulling over exempting
investments up to 26% from screening in non-
sensitive sectors.

The revised guidelines fall short of the pro-
posals floated so far. To begin with, the
amended PN3 only allows i investment funds
with upto 10% Chinese (non-con-

not materialise at the expense of the former.
Thus, it wasn't a surprise when China
obstructed the export of certain semiconduc-
tor equipment and Foxconn el
last year. Recently, according to a Bloomberg
report, China's Xiamen Hithium Energy Stor-
age Co., which was in talks with

trolling) to access the automatic route. For
instance, this change would allow a private
equity firm in Singapore with up to 10% Chi-
nese ownership to invest in India without
seeking government approvals, The original
PN3 created conl'usion regarding the benefi-

India’s Reliance to license its cell technology,
withdrew from the proposed partnership
“amid Beijing’s curbs on overseas technology
transfers in key sectors,”

Chinese investments in India over the past
five years have suffered from mutual suspi—

cial threshold, i even  cion. India fears that Chinese presence in cer-
blodqug thlrdmumry investment fundswith  tain sectors can become a source of strategic
ip. The revised hina's hensions stem

ideli; k lo remove thi; from its slowmg economic performance.

Second, the government has identified five

INDIA FEARS THAT CHINESE
PRESENCE IN CERTAIN
SECTORS CAN BECOME A
SOURCE OF STRATEGIC
VULNERABILITY. CHINA'S
APPREHENSIONS STEM
FROM ITS SLOWING
ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE

Clearly, both countries have certain preferred
sectors that are no-go areas. But there’s vast
space and opportunities that lie beyond those
sectors. Thus, the solution perhaps lies in cre-
ating a dual negative list by the two countries
and opening investment in the remaining
areas. As of now, the PN3 amendment is a wel-
come correction.

‘Wages is the introduction of a statutory floor

power, stch as agriculture, construc- mentprogramines that pay atleastthe
tion, bnckla“lns bakeries, automobile statutory minimum. In India,
hers, while the Cen- MGNREGA has the potential to func-
tre set wages for employments under tion as a strong outside option, espe-
its jurisdiction. Over time, this decen- Vharun B aaﬂyﬂwngeﬁareallgned with statu-
wage regime, with multiple floors owever MGN‘REGAare
across occupationsand regions. In the notcurrently linked to state minimum
absence of a national floor, large seg- ‘wages, but the Centre notifies them
ments of workers remained uncov- under section 6(1) of the Act based on
ered. Weakenforcementand slow judi- the Consumer Price Index for Agricul-
ngineers to India cial processes diluted compliance. tural Labour. The new labour codes
Thesestructural limitations make it state that their provisions will not
essential to assess whether the new  Meenakshi  affect MGNREGA, and do not formally
labour codes meaningfully address Shekhar lmk them to minimum wage legisla-
them or merely repackage existing tion. Th enacte
nts. GAcl‘ it i structure, with
A key innovation of the Code on tothe Centrebut

e-setting
without m{phcn mferencem the national floor.

workers, sector-
speaﬁc minimum wages, these cannot fall
below the ﬂoor ﬁxed by the Centre. Adwsory

Delaysin ing fur-
ther i

asouksldeupﬂons Bnng_ngVB-G RAMG—and

boardsat th
process, though their mcommendanom are
‘non-binding, The national floor wage currently
stands at 178 per day, last notified in 2019, with
noofficial revision toreflect eveninflation.
Multiple wage floors set by the Union and
state governments led to a highly fi

public hemes more broadly —
within the amhlt of the Code on Wages would
w:

ag by

improving workers' bargaining por
The introduction of a statutmy ﬂoor wage
under the new labour codes is a welcome step
buti enes: i three interre-

and non-uniform minimum wage structure
across sectors and skills. Regional gaps also
remain stark — a maximum uniform rate of
¥646inastate compared toa minimumof 176

Iated factors: Theadopuon nfa transparentand

the su'eugthenmg of enforcement capacity
under the new facilitative framework, and the

inanother—

public

Amit Kumar and Pranay Kmasrhnne are cation. Whil i i ist,atrans-  with y wage floors,
China’ i parent wage-setting for ing for liv-
cal sectors, at the i i i Vharun Band Meenakshi Shekhar are with

Institution. The views expressed are personal

theNew
Codes to rationalise minimum wages.

CAFRAL. RBL The views expressed are personal
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The counting begins

Census data needs to be handled skilfully

‘The much-awaited Census formally began on April 1. The decennial Census was
due in 2020 but could not be conducted because of the pandemic. However, there
is little official explanation for why it was not done after economic activities nor-
malised. Be that as it may, the fact that the process has now started must be wel-
comed. The need for a regular Ceusus cannot be overemphasised, particularly for
acountry likeIndiathat i ing rapidly. Thesurveydataand ana-
Iytical models, for instance, suggest that the fertility rate in the country has dropped
substantially, and in some states, it has gone below the replacement rate. The final
Census data will confirm this. Besides, it is also widely accepted that India is now
farmore urbanised than what the old official datasuggests. On this, the new Census
will be able to shed greater light.

‘The Census exercise will be carried out in two phases. The first phase will be a
house-listingand housing Census, which will be conducted between April and Sep-
tember over a period of 30 days, depending on the preference of the administration
in the state or the Union Territory. Population enumeration will be conducted in
the second phase during February 2027. For areas that remain snow-bound in
winter, such as those in Ladakh, Jammu & Kashmir, Uttarakhand, and Himachal
Pradesh, this phase will be conducted during September this year. The reference
date for the Census will be March 1, 2027. There will be at least two unique features
this time. For the first time, self-enumeration will be allowed through a dedicated
portal. Second, the exercise will be conducted in a digital format. Officials are of the
view that this will make compilation much quicker. They have also reiterated that
the data will be protected and not shared with any other government entity.

Although the outcome, whenever it is released, will be keenly watched, there
are two related issues that need to be handled carefully. One, Census 2027 will also
enumerate “caste” for the first time since 1931. Caste isa significant aspect of India’s
social structure and carries enormous political relevance. Questions in this aspect
havenotyet been finalised. The caste aspectof the Census needs to be handled with
extreme care from the beginning — questions to be asked and the way answers are
recorded. There could be objections from thisstage itself. Further, how the final out-
come ishandled will be critical. There isa possibility that it will be used for political
mobilisation with various demands. It will be important to ensure that it doesn’'t
end up destabilising the social and cultural fabric of the country.

Two, the Census can also become the basis for the delimitation of seats in the
LokSabha. Thiswillenablethei itation of women’sreservation in the legis-
lature. Thisisagain a politically sensitive issue withimplications for India’s federal
structure. Southern states argue that their representation in the Lok Sabha will
come down because of their slow population growth compared to thatin northern
India. The argument has merit and, thus, alot will depend on how the delimitation
exercise is carried out. In principle, a balance needs to be maintained, and states
should notbe lised for effectively containing population growth and improv-
ing the standard of living. Thus, from a purely economic standpoint, the Census
2027 data will help both the government and the private sector make informed deci-
sions. However, the politics of it has to be skilfully managed.

Raising the bar

Structural reforms in the legal profession are needed

Arecent survey by the Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) shows that over 80
per cent of woman lawyers find the profession tough. This is much higher than the
percentage of menin this regard. But thisshould not be seen only asagender griev-
ancebutasasignof systemic shortcomings. Women today constitute only about13
per centof India’s lawyers and barely 2 per cent of them hold leadership positions
in Bar Councils. The profession remains structured around networks, informal
mentorship, and financial endurance, the areas where women continue to face
structural disadvantages.

The SCBA survey shows that the challenges are layered: Gender bias, lack of
mentorship, unequal pay, lack of access toclients, networking barriers, and the diffi-
culty of balancing litigation with family responsibilities. Many woman lawyers are
first-generation professionals, making the early years particularly difficult. In the
survey, nearly 60 per centreported limited work opportunities asamajor challenge
and over 40 per cent reported pay inequality and networking barriers. In the legal
profession, success depends not only on merit but also on visibility, access, and pro-
fessional networks. When women are excluded from these networks, their careers
stagnate, and many eventually alienate themselves.

Thish: juences farbeyond the Bar inthe higherjudici-
ary are partly drawn from there. The gender imbalance is even starker in the higher
judiciary. Chief Justice of India Surya Kant recently acknowledged that ensuring
gender balancein thejudiciary an“ ished task”. At present, only one
ofthe33judgesinthe Supreme Courtisawoman, and women constitute only about
14 percent of the judgesin the high courts —just 116 of the 814 in the 25 of those. The
historical data also shows that the representation has been low. These numbers
clearly show that the problem is structural. The higher judiciary, constitutionally
mandated to protect citizens’ rights and ensure equality, must address this issue
within its own functioning. As the chief justice has noted, women bring different
perspectivesand experiences, which improve the quality of judicial decision-making
and publi inthejusti . Ajudiciary thatdoes not rep-
resent halfthe population risks appearing distant from the society it serves.

Oflate, some stepsin the right direction have been taken. The Supreme Court’s
mandateof 30 per cent reservation forwomen in the state Bar Councilsisan impor-

tant move bec: hipat the Bar shapesopp ities, visibility, and event-
uallyjudicial appointments. But mc icrefor needed. Theseinclude
institutional mentoring. t briefin; tems, fi I support foryoung

litigators, childcare facilities near courts, flexible work arrangements, gender-sen-
sitive court infrastructure, and strong grievance-redress mechanisms. Equally
important isa more transparent and broadbased system of judicial appointments,
offering fair representation to women. To achieve a balanced and inclusivejudiciary
that upholds the rule of law and the principles of equality enshrined in the Consti-
tution of India, the reform must begin within the legal system itself —at the Bar, in
the collegium of judges, and on the Bench.

Beware the Ides of March

The spectre of stagflation looms over the global economy

“Beware the Ides of March” was a warning to Roman
Emperor Julius Caesar, signifying misfortune in the
month of March. United States President Donald
Trumpshould have heeded the warning that unleash-
ing a whimsical war in March on Iran, to stop its
nuclear programme, would lead to catastrophe. The
war has spread across West Asia, upended the world’s
energy and financial markets, and caused enormous
loss of lives and livelihoods. Iran’s ability to shut the
Strait of Hormuz is turning out to be more dangerous
thananuclear weapon.

MrTrump promised he would never drag America
into costly foreign wars. The Iraq war
cost $3 trillion and thousands of lives,

ing to Nobel Pri
omist Joseph Stiglitz. Another $2.3 ml-
lion was spent on Afghanistan, with
nothingtoshow foritin return. Yet, here
we are again, with another costly US-
initiated war of choice, which could
spread even wider unless sense prevails.
It reminds me of the song, “When will

I3

f 8

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

as much as 1.5-2 percentage points.
Inﬂauon would also rise by asmuch as1.5percen-
theworld. Despif oil pro-
ducer, petrol pricesi: J! jumped from

$3 per gallon to over 34 per B,a]lml Diesel prices have

Unequal impact
Growth and inflation impact due to a $20 per barrel
increase in oil price (% points)

Country GDP growth change CPlincrease
USA -02 04-08
Japan -04t0-08 0614
EU -03to-04 06-08
China -02to-04 02-06
Thailand -02to-04 08-10
Korea -04t0-06 04-06
Philippines -04t0-05 0712
Vietnam -04t0-06 0510
Pakistan 20t0-30 1012
India -06to-1.0 0.8-10
Russia +4t0+20 uncertain
World -02t0-04 08

Source: Author's estimates from international and country sources

ﬂon for the US Congress in November could bnng the
kin control of the US Con d put

a check on Mr Trump’s imperial ambitions — he next

wants Cuba and has not given up on Greenland.

The war could resuk in huge geoeconomic shifts.
Thebigi inneris Russia, ing from
higher oil prices and the removal of sanctions. For
every$20 perbarrel increase in oil prices, Russia’s GDP
growth increases by 1.4-2 percentage points. This
windfall is likely to prolong the Ukraine conflict. China

riseneven higher, affecti costs. USinflation

will rise by 0.4-0.8 percentage points for every $20 per

ba.rrel increase in the price of oil. This may even force

e (th | bank)toraise, rather

lhan lower, interest rates. Inflationary effects in other

parts of the world would be even higher, with energy-
s the Phiiliorh

India,

po!
Pakistan, Thailand, Japan, and the Euro-

pean Umou hkely tosee closertoa1per-
increaseininflation. Rising

pp belosing inthe short term but may emerge
as a major geopolitical winner in the longer run. The
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries are hit hard
by the war, and their future as maior transport and
hubs could bedi:

0f2025, called “G: "bythe
Reserve Bank of India governor, given its high GDP
growth of over7 per centand low inflation below 2 per
cent, has taken a sharp U-turn. If the war persists and

fertiliser prices will affect next vear'sfood
production across the world and could
createa food crisis.

Thislatest jolt comesjust as the world
economy had adjusted to Mr Trump’s
2025 tariffs. World GDP growth had
declined butonlyabit from3.3 percentin

they everlearn?” IFTRUTH BE 2024t03.1percentin2025and world mer-
The spectre of stagflation faces chandise trade growth had surprisingly
countriesacross the world, but will cost TOLD increased from 2.6 per cent in 2024 103.3
AJAY CHHIBBER per cent in2025. But Mr Trump has reim-

some more than others. A $20 increase
if

in the price of oil (currently
the warends soon) sustained over a year costs the US
- 0.2 percentage points of gross domestic product
(GDP) growth, the world economy around -0.2t0-0.4
percentage points of GDP growth, China -0.4 percen-
tage points, highly oil-dependent countries like
Japan -0.4 t0-0.8 percentage points of GDP growth,
and Indiaas much as -0.6 to-1.0 percentage points of
GDP growth (see Table). If the war continues longer
and the price of oil averages an increase of over $40
perbarrel from base lines, it could reduce global GDP
growth by 0.6 percentage points —down from 3.3 per
centto 2.7 per cent. India’s GDP growth could fall by

posedai5 percent across-the-board tariff
for 150 days and is using Section 301 of the 1974 Trade
Acttoreimpose his earlier country-by-country tariffs.

The use of ground lroops to reopen the Strait of
Hor car ofa warand
evengreater damagetothe region’senergy infrastruc-
ture. If Iran keeps the Strait of Hormuz effectively
closed foran extended period, and petrol pump prices
keep rising and stock markets (which affect people’s
retirementaccounts) keep falling, the political coststo
Mr Trump will escalate.

An anti-Trump “No Kings” rally last week drew
widespread support across the US. A mid-term elec-

oil pricestise by $40 perbar India’s2026
GDP growth will drop from the projected 7.5 per cent to
arange of 5.5-6 per cent, and inflation could rise to 5-6
percent, makingitdifficult to loosen monetary policy.

As India goes to the polls in five states, it has fore-
gone 10 per litre in excise duty to keep petrol prices
from rising, but at a huge fiscal cost. G-Sec yields have
risen. India faces tough choices also in managing
rupee depreciation, which crossed 95 to the dollar.
Eventually fiscal and current account pressures will
force difficult but i necessary
price adjustments for petrol, diesel, and fertiliser.

The oil shockis surely also awake-upcall that India
needs to transition to renewables much faster. Today,
India gets less than 5 per cent of its energy needs from
renewables. India must also spend more to build air
and naval capacity to project greater military power in
theIndian Ocean, where three critical chokepoints —
Hormuz, Babel-Mandebat theend of the Red Sea, and
the Strait of Malacca — lie. But for now, let us hope
Aprll ends the madness of March.

Ti 1eauthori
Institute for International Econom:c Policy,
George Washington University

Don’t waste the oil price shock

‘The current oil crisis has emphasised the need for
energy security. India must take urgent actiontodeal
with the crisis, which may aggravate further. What
are our options?

About 85 per centof our consumption of petroleum
products is based on imported crude oil. So, the

isto

products. In 2025-26, India’s ion (i

630 km di: in12 hours. It is also faci I

incentives to set up such plants. The PM-JI-VAN

of flat which be Sched-

uled goodstrainsin the T-o-T(Trucks-on-Train) mode,
where fully loaded trucks are wheeled onto the train
and, at the destination, wheeled out, can. add:ess this.

ability 150crore
tooffset high capital cost. It also provides interest sub-
ventionofupto6 per cent for five yearson loans taken
to set up such plants.

Aboost can be given to such: duc-
Erelghtmnﬁ" ‘which' smmenﬂylnghenhanlusnﬁed
to The current ol crisis

projections for March 2026) will be about 270 million
tonnes (Mt). Of this, 132 Mt, or about 54 per cent, is
accounted for by transport fuels, of which 60 Mt of
high-speed diesel (HSD) is used by heavy and light
commercial trucks, 22 Mt of diesel by
othervehicles, 40 Mt for motor spirit, and
around 10 Mt foraviation fuel.

Crudeoilimportsalone in2025-26 are
around 225 Mt. At $120 per barrel, the g
annual import bill for crude oil will be
around $160 billion, compared with $80
billion at a crude price of $60 per barrel.
This has already depreciated the Indian
rupee to 95 per dollar. The following
needsto be done urgently.

- percentoflong-di

isan opponumw to rauonal ise lram fares and goods
tariff. Currently, th of flat

One
by Bharat Petmleum Corporation Ltd at Ba:garh and
another by Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd at
BaLhmda The economics of such plants can be

cars. This can be quickly expanded.
The other DFCs under construction should be
speeded up, and scheduled goods trains

- should run even on shorter routes

be[ween major cities. We should [arget

good
traffic currently carried by trucks to rail-
waysby2030,and 90 percent by 2035. This
will reduce diesel consumption by trucks
by25Mt by 2030, reducingtotal petroleum
product consumption by around 10 per
cent by 2030 and 20 per cent by 2035.
Large opportunities exist in replacing

Of the 60 Mt of HSD, 50 Mt is used by
heavy-duty trucks, largely for long-dis-
tance freight movement. This could be shifted to rail-
ways if we carry out some reforms. The same level of
investment and focus, as spent on high-tech railways,
should also be put into making them viable for effi-
cient, on-time, point-to-point intercity delivery.

Goods transport by trucks rather than rail is pre-
ferred for a number of reasons: Railways cost more;
truck movement is more reliable and on time; trucks
deliver todoor; truck
ment of goods; movement by railways involves extra
loadingand unloadi

The Railways can lake care of all these. In fact, the
‘Western Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC) between
Palanpur in Gujarat and Rewari in Haryana covers the

it byselling v ducts, such aslignin for
green plastics and biochar. In the United States, com-
panies are now producing aviation fuel from ethanol,
mcennvlsed by the clean fuel production tax credit.
still, the i icul-
tural il Villag iquette
plants, opﬂrated by enuepreneurs who buy straw and
make can ionand transport.
However, electric vehicles provide a much larger
opportunity. Indiaaims to achieve 30 per cent private
car electrification, 70 per cent commercial vehicle
electrification, 40 per cent bus electrification, and 80
per cent two/three-wheeler electrification by 2030,
totalling 30 per cent of all road vehicles. This goal tar-
gets 80 million EVs by 2030. This will reduce diesel
ion by trucks even further, as many light

KIRIT'S PARIKH 82Mtofpetrols inother
vehicles. India is already ing elec-
tric vehicles (EV) in cars, taxis, th heelers and

buses. Also, azopermntb]endmgotethanol with petrol

d achieved. Ethanol ha
acalorie density thatis ha]f ofpetrol Sothe 20 per: cenl
blending of

ehicles would be EVs.

The long lines observed recently at petrol and
diesel pumps in many cities should further boost EV
adoption and make it more likely that India will
achieve its NDCs (Nati Deter-

by 10 per cent. Assuming people drive the same dlS-
tance, total fuel consumption will rise by about 10 per
cent, but petrol consumption will decline. The net
reduction in petrol consumption will be 12 per cent.
India is producing the required ethanol domesti-
cally. However, alot of thisis from corn. This is not the

mined Contributions), adopted by the Union Cabinet
oon March 25,2026.
Such a multi- pronged effort can, getlndm closer to
ner urity. Tl
that we should quy useand streamline India’s devel-
opment pathway.

best option. It should be from
waste. new d
ethanol much cheaper. The government provides

Theauthor is chairman, Integrated Research and
Action for Development

Guerrillas in the mainstream

came to power in Bangla-
desh, and most of the MNF’s

Guerrilla

o forpeacein Mizoram: Peace-
ful negotiations to resolve

signed an agreement in 1986: Full state-
hood in return for putting down arms,
withoutany guarantees on ownership

BOOK
REVIEW

ADITI PHADNIS

Mizoram is the only state in India where
the Indian Air Force (IAF) bombed a
civilian and mostly unarmed populace
in 1966 tosubdue an armed insurgency.
Operation Jericho oon

tion in India’s military history, thereis
another side of the story: Narrated
simply and movingly by a man who
transitioned from being an i to

Overnight, the MNF turned froma
conventional army into a guerrilla force.
Itlearnt from the Second Battalion of the

an elected member of the Legislative
Assembly, aminister, and later Mizo-
ram’s chief minister.

When the British left India, Mizoram
felt it ought to have had a choice —join
Pakistan? Burma? India? The MNF was
launched against the overhang of pov-
erty, the Moutam (bamboo flowering)
season once every 50 years, which
caused an infestation of rats and
famine, and a general sense that India,

after the Mizo National Front (MNF)
declared independence from India,
attempted to overrun the treasury, an
Assam Rifles camp, and sought the sol-
diers’ surrender. Zoramthanga was a
volunteer with the MNF and a lieuten-
ant of MNF founder Pu Laldenga.
Although Operation Jericho finds men-

itsb and its political leader-
ship didn’t understand Mizoram.
Zoramthanga describes the IAF bomb-
ing and its aftermath. “That day Aizawl
was scarred forever. The memory of the
bombs, the flames and the flight of our
people still hangs in the air of those
hills — like smoke that never really
fully clears”.

Assam that had many Mizo
soldiers and was disbanded by the Gov-
ernment of India “owing to internal

. The bookisa
of information about guerrilla tactics
and strategy as much as it speaks with
pride about the MNF’s contribution to
forcing Indian recognition of Mizo
nationalism. Eventually, the MNF itself
split —the eternal story of factional
infighting among guerrilla outfits.

The book also has a riveting account
of the “foreign affairs” conducted by
the MNF to get moral and material sup-
port from the governments of Pakistan
(for many years Laldenga lived in
Dacca, which was part of undivided
Pakistan), Burma, the United States,
China and Europe. Pakistan hosted
Mizo freedom fighters, especially after
the Mujibur Rahman government

top leadership shifted to Fighter Mizo aspirations, no military
Karachi and Islamabad. They ) to be deployed, no precondi-
alsoset up camp in the Chit- Chiel tions, removal of theban on
tagong Hill Tracts and fought M l n I ster the MNF as a political group,
against the Indian Army side - all cases against Laldenga and
by side with Pakistan Army’s ‘members of the MNF to be
Special Services Group in dropped, and the (Indian)
1972. Those stories would government imposed on
make Jason Bourne go pale! __l.ﬁl Mizoram to be dissolved fol-
But no war can last for- laFighterto  lowed by President’s rule with
ever. Geographically, Mizo-  Chief Minister: A elections to follow.
ram was part of Indiaand the ~ Memoir But then the Emergency
tug of the motherland was by Zoramthanga was imposed. Covert
toostrongto ignore. The Published by agencies manipulated one
book meticulously records Penguin faction of the MNF against
the MNF’s negotiationswith 430 Pages 3599 theother. New leaders
the Indian government, emerged, it Lal-

whichstarted in 1971 and
continued over the years at various
world capitals, through many viciss-
itudes. As MNF was a guest of the Pakis-
tani government, making contact with
Indians had to be covert.
InBangkokata crucial meetingin
1975, Zoramthanga set the MNF's terms

denga’sleadership. In 1979,
he clawed back his position as MNF
president and ratcheted up the pressure
against the Union government. He was
arrested by the Morarji Desai govern-
ment. Trust was gone forever, it
seemed. Negotiations limped along
until Rajiv Gandhi came to power and

and transfer of land and natural
resources. Laldenga became chief min-
isterin a power-sharing agreement with
the Congress. Zoramthanga, now in his
eighties, became chief minister in 1998,
goingontoserve threeterms.

In his book, he captures the complex-
ities of the transition from war to peace in
prosethatis elegant and spare. Barring
some small factual errors — Sam Manek-
shaw, Eastern Army Commander during
Operation Jericho was not, contrary to
reports, injured in operations; Zahir Shah
wasKing of Afghanistan (as the author
notes elsewhere in the book) not Iran.
And the Chinese could not have offered
the MNF adonation of 150,000 yen via
theISIduring their sojourn in Sazek Hill
Range, East Pakistan, as the Chinese cur-
rency was the yuan. For those who want
tounderstand guerrillagroups, politics
inthe Northeast and most importantly,
what notto do there, this book is compul-
soryreading.
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OPINION

Buffett’s real lesson is
the one you never learnt

Is the legendary investor actually a bear?

‘L

SHANKAR SHARMA

Law 3: Conceal Your Intentions - Robert
Greene, The48 Laws of Power

We admire in people the qualities
that welack in ourselves. At least, Ido.
My admiration for Warren Buffet has
less to do with his investment record,
and more todo with his being an —but
with awily old coyote like Buffett, you
can never be sure — unintentional
doppelganger of Rollie Tyler, the central
character in the 1986 thriller, F/X, also
known as Murder by Illusion. Tylerisa
special effects expert who has touse all
his nousto keep his adversaries, and the
movie'saudience, guessing about what
hetrulyisdoing.

Tyler's sleights were many. So are Buf-
fet’s. While long professing that deriva-
tives are “weapons of mass destruction”,
he has himself been one of the most pro-
lific users of derivatives in America.

While telling us that stocks should be
held for the longest time — and of course
hehas held quite a few fora very long
time — based on some data it turns out
that his average holding period is around
2years. I have personally held derivative
positions longer. He has never liked
commodities. But he has bought plenty
ofoil producers. And a long-forgotten
subtext of his storied life has been his
Hunt Brothers-type (failed) cornering of
thesilver market in the’90s.

Butall this is okay. Maybe he read
Robert Greene more diligently than Tdid.

‘What got me really thinking (that
dark art that we all forgetina bull
market) was alazy Monday morning’s
eyeballing of his investment record.

Tam not sure who coined this very
perspicaciousline, “Time in the market
is more important than timing the
market”, but it sounds very Buffett-
esque. What it basically means is that
youshould always remain invested and
never sit on (substantial) cash.

Indian asset managers have taken the
IPR tothisline, and itis sprinkled
munificently over every single fund
manager podcast or financial TV’s
inedible programming (the only thing
that runsitclose is “Believe in the India
story”).Itisa worthwhile pilgrimage to
see whether Buffett actually ate his own
cheeseburgers.

Table1is pretty much where the
Buffet story gets burnished and
dissected si the
stock has delivered 18 per cent over 46
vears. Butan exegesis of this 18 per cent
reveals the truth: Buffett’s outperform-
ance comes overwhelmingly from get-
ting bear markets right. He trounces the
S&P 500 in negative years, which more
than makes up for an okay-ish perform-
ance in bull market years, barring his
quite extraordinary 1980s streak.

Table2 doesavivisection of hisbear
market homeruns: With oneexception -
1990-Buffetbeats every bearmarketata
canter. Thereal question toaskat this point
is: What triggered this “sit out the bear
market” strategy? That comes upin Table3.

Table 3shows that moment of
fracture in his philosophy — 1990. Buffet
played the post-1981 bull market as Sunil
Gavaskar played his 1971 debut series
against the West Indies: 774 runs,
average 154.

But like Gavaskar against ademonic
Dennis Lillee in Australia immediately
thereafter in the Rest of the World XTvs
Aussies series (144 runs, average 18),
Buffet came a cropper in 1990.

Buffett came in fat and lazy after 8
years of easy wins. The market pounded
him intoa Round 9 knockout: Helost 23
percent when the S&P 500 delivered its
first, minorly negative year since 1981.

‘That’s when it dawned upon Buffett
that market timing is not everything. It’s
theonly thing. Losing less in a bear
market is the key to the Escape Room jail
break. Post that knockout, Buffett got
every single bear market right, right
down to the current one.

Buffett realised, asany investor with
some unromantic thinking will, that con-
sistently beatingabull marketisan
impossibility. The only \vay youcan bea[
themarket i

Performance of Berkshire
vs S&P 500

‘ S&P 500
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S&P 500 is negative

1981205 171 106 |

(46 Years)

146

Attribution of bear market outperformance

Returns (%)
Berkshire | S&P

1981 318 97
1930 231 | 31
2000 266 | -91
2001 65  -N9
2002 38 -1
2008 318 | 37
2018 28 | -44
2022 4 81

Annual percentage change

Excess return (Percentage points)

Returns (%)
Berkshire | S&P Excess return (Percentage points)

1981 318 97
1982 384 | 148
1983 69.0
1984 27
1985 937
1986 142
1987 46
1988 593
1989 846
1990 31
theillusion of constant oy . Of course, thereis

Theincontrovertible truth is [hax as
bull market peaks, you run out of
sensible, defensible opportunities.
That’s how you judge that the bull is
headingto its maker.

Markets seduce you into thinking:
“Imust always be doing something.”
Cash is your protest against that. Cash
protects you from forced narratives.

When you're fully invested, you must
always believe the market will goup.
Cash lets you buy an antidote to this:
intellectual honesty. And finally, con-
stance of anything, degrades. That’s why
interval training works way better than
steady running. That's why intermittent
fasting works way better than eating
many small meals.

Intermittence generates regener-
ation. Cash at tactical times is that
intermittence that regenerates your
portfolio when everybody else’s is
heavily diabetic because of the

market, orelse you axedesuned tobe,at
best,amarket performer. And that away-
from-market bet s cash orits cousins.
Done wrong, you run a career risk bigger
than John McCafee’s. Done right, you look
like Aditya Puri exiting HDFC Bankat the
very peak of the HDFC Bank bull market.
Atnoother time has this strategy of
taking cash calls and indulging in that
abhorrent voodoo of “market timing”
been more consequential and germane
forinvestors asin the past 2 yearsin India.
Remaining fully invested in Indian
equities has meant giving up on massive
bull markets in gold and silver.
Notsittingon cash or diversifying
into non-equity assets has cost 2 years of
negative real and nominal returns.
Let'sunderstand why getting cash
decisions right is momentous. Cash breaks

ofthe bull market.

Cash fightsentropy. It's clear: The
disrobed, nettlesome investment truth is
that the only way to handily beat the
market over decadesis totime the market.

Being always in the market is expos-
ing yourself to the market's acid in bear
markets, that takes away all the collagen
accumulated in bull markets.

Generating20-30 per cent alpha in
bull markets is a near impossibility. But
sitting out a bear market, delivers you
that quicker than Blinkit. Sitting outa
bear market makes you start the next
bull market at Mile 13even as other
runners are in the hospital, and not even
atthestart line. Not losing 30 per cent
puts you 50 per cent ahead of the pack.

InIndia, theillusory investment
gnosistotters on this narrow mountain
top: Always think aggressive. Don't you

the vesred interest of the entire money
management ecosystem investing you
inthis over-simplified thought.

Reality is: Offence gets you the
cheers. But defence gets you the years,
Think Srikkanth and, again, Gavaskar.

Ergo, as proven with data from the
Oracle himself, timing the market beats
time in the market hands down.

Asacorollary, this will make you feel
like you just discovered your spouse was
cheating on you: Not only is Buffett a
market timer, Buffett is abear in the hide
ofabull. His bearishness has earned him
permanent returns. His bullishness has
earned him eternal relevance. Com-
bined, it has earned him the rightsto
Law3: the Perfect Deception.

‘Why isn’t market timing done by
investment managers? Because timing
the market successfully is the equivalent
of producing an offspring that combines
Bradman, Christopher Nolan, Messi, Da
Vinei, John von Neumann and Sachin.

‘There's another problem: We have
been told by plenty of Indian fund man-
agersthat "optimism" is almost the only
key ingredient to making a lot of money.
Maybe, but critical thinking, also known
as negative thinking, prevents plane
crashes, hospital deaths, cyber attacks. It
prevents permanent loss of capital too.

True investment genius isn't somuch
about getting bull markets right. Most
do. Oraclehood is conferred only when
you get bear markets right.

That's Buffett’s cloaked edge that
nobody told you about. And anybody
with that wizardry won't be wasting his
time managing your money for 1 per
cent per year.

The writerisan investor & founder of
GQFinXRay, an Alcompany

wherein not more than 50% of the Net Issue shall be available for allocation on a proportionate basis to Qualified Institutional Buyers (“QIBs”, the
“QIB Portion”), provided that our Company in consultation with the BRLM, may allocate up to 60% of the QIB Portion to Anchor Investors and the basis of
such allocation will be on a discretionary basis by our Company in consultation with the BRLM, in accordance with the SEBI ICDR Regulations (the “Anchor
Investor Portion”), of which, 40% shall be reserved in the following manner: (i) 33.33% shall be available for allocation to domestic Mutual Funds, and (ii)
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Officer of our Company and/or the BRLM at their respective addresses mentioned below. All comments must be received by BSE SME and/or our Company
and/or BRLM in relation to the Issue on or before 5 p.m, on the 21st day from the aforesaid date of filing the DRHP with BSE SME.
Investments in equity and equity-related securities involve a degree of risk and investors should not invest any funds in the Issue unless they can afford to take
the risk of losing their entire investment. Investors are advised to read the risk factors carefully before taking an investment decision in the Issue. For taking an
investment decision, investors must rely on their own examination of our Company and the Issue, including the risks involved. The Equity Shares in the Issue
have not been recommended or approved by the SEBI, nor does SEBI guarantee the accuracy or adequacy of the conténts of the DRHP. Specific attention of
the investors is invited to “Risk Factors" on page 26 of the DRHP.
Any decision to invest in the Equity Shares described in the DRHP may only be made after the Red Herring Prospectus (“RHP") has been filed with the RoC
and must be made solely on the basis of such RHP as there may be material changes in the RHP from the DRHP. The Equity Shares, when offered, through
the RHP, are proposed to be listed on BSE SME.
For details of the main objects of the Company as contained in its Memorandum of Association, see “History and Certain Corporate Matters” on page 217 of
the DRHP. The liability of the members of the Company is limited. For details of the share capital and capital structure of the Company and the names of the
signatories to the Memorandum of Association and the number of shares subscribed by them see “Capital Structure™ on page 96 of the DRHP.
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Act and applicable state securities laws. Accordingly, the Equity Shares are being offered and sold (a) in the United States only to “Qualified Institutional
Buyers” (as defined in Rule 144A under the U.S. Securities Act). The Equity Shares have not been and will not be registered, listed or otherwise qualified in
any other jurisdiction outside India and may not be offered or sold, and Bids may not be made by persons in any such jurisdiction, except in compliance with
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The WTO isn't working
but sub-deals hold hope

The trade body’s ministerial meeting ended with nothing to show, but India should rethink

its current stance on plurilateral pacts. These could offer a way around a dysfunctional WTO

ike the ministerial gatherings in 1999,
2003 and 2017, the 14th Ministerial of
the World Trade Organization (WTO),
held at Yaoundé, Cameroon, ended
without an agreement on anything. US
trade representative Jamieson Greer
used the occasion to reiterate hislong-held
view that the WTO is not of much use. This
trade body operates by consensus and India
has had its fair share of blame for such huddles
yielding little, having held firm on its right to
subsidize agriculture, a point that rich countries
found hard to stomach. This time, the big tussle
was over the extension ofa moratorium on digi-
tal commerece tariffs, with the US and Brazil as
the principal adversaries. A plurilateral pact is
in the works to keep digitally transmitted stuff
duty-free—led by the EU, which has invited
other members to sign up for it. Such plurilat-
eral deals have the advantage of bypassing the
WTO's system of consensual decision-making.
There is no bar, though, on its members forging
pactsamong themselves in breakaway groups.
Another agreement of this kind being thrashed
out is aimed at investment facilitation.

Like Brazil, India was glad to see the WTO’s
no-tariffrule on digital trade lapse; New Delhi
views such duties as a sovereign right. But it has
also taken a broad stance against plurilateral
deals, arguing that these exceed the scope of the
WTO framework. Principled as this sounds, it
amounts to making the best the enemy of the
good. The WTO hasbeen crippled ever since
US President Donald Trump refused, in his first
term, to fill vacancies in the appellate authority
overitsdispute settlement mechanism. Those
posts remain vacant, leaving the body's adjudi-
catory role in suspended animation. One way
out s for awilling coalition to reach a sub-deal

hirubhai Ambani builtone of India’s

without the US aimed at reviving this key func-
tion for disputes that do not involve America. A
new appellate body could be set up for this. It
would be better than pushing for another multi-
lateral rule-maker for trade that excludes the
US altogether. America has shown scant respect
for the basic tenets of a liberal trade order. It has
scoffed at the most-favoured-nation principle,
by which every WTO member must treat every-
one else equally. If the US wants to flout WTO
rulesin its myopic self-interest, there isno
reason for the rest to suffer a world without
trade rules. For India to reject plurilateral pacts
asamatter of principle is to deprive itself of
desirable options in the face of evidence that
the world’s largest economy has more or less
gonerogue.

India and the bulk of developing countries are
justified in rejecting the proposition that digital
goodsshould forever stay duty-free. Movies,
video games, software packages and the like
were only aminor part of world trade back in
the 1990s, when that moratorium found WTO
favour. Now, they are not just part of the stan-
dard fare of exports and imports, their value has
grown enormously. Since taxing an imported
shirt, say, is a sovereign decision, so should
levying a tariff on digital products be. However,
staying aloof from the investment pact strikes a
discordant note. As India joins global supply
chains, it would need not just inflows, but also
easier pathways to invest abroad. We could gain
froma transparent, non-arbitrary framework
forsuch investments and their taxation, so
long as a sub-deal offers us sufficient latitude to
serve our own interests. India was enthusiastic
about development being placed on the WTO
agendaat its Doha Round of talks in 1999. Can
there be development without investment?

and 52%cite resistance from the senior gen-
erationasthe biggest barriertoa

meeting ended within minutes.
|
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ty: Builders mostly

have themselves to blame for it

Businesses should pay workers better wages instead of blaming the countrys welfare apparatus

ANURAG
is CEO of Azim Premji Foundation.

ver the past 15 years, the Azim

Premji Foundation has con-

structed many campuses—
varying from 80,000 square feet to 2
million square feet and spread across
large cities and small towns. We have
worked with some of the largest con-
struction firms and smaller ones too.
Their performance has varied.

But in one matter, every one of these
companies has faced the same trouble
on every project. There has been high
uncertainty around labour onsite. They
find it hard to reliably get the number of
workers needed on any given day in the
skill mix required. Almost all of this
labour comes from rural areas, espe-
cially from eastern parts of India.

The more effective construction
mmp:uum maintain |1p,.umus mecha-

sand deep networks to stabilize

Second, over the past two decades,
welfare schemes of central and state
governments have created a floor of
support in rural areas—food through
the public distribution system, support
for education and livelihoods, plus pen-
sions of various kinds. Construction
companies estimate that a rural house-
hold can access benefits that amount to
perhaps 60-70% of what a construction
labourer earns—without leaving home,
without enduring physical hardship
and without separation from family.

Third, festivals, elections, harvests
and weddings—they all pull workers
backto their villages. And once they go
back home, many do notreturn.

What all these people are narrating is
unsurprising, They are saying that the
working conditions and wages of labou-
rersin the construction industry are
such that people find it better to stay in
theirvillages, sustained by whatever
government supportand local liveli-
hoods they can piece together.

Theindustry isinan intense debate:
Are these government welfare pro-
grammes misguided? Are they distort-
ing the labour market? The implied
suggestion is that the problem is too
mucl h government support, not too lit-

S bility. This framing
he reality that Lht se pro-

\\1lh millions effectively excluded.
But let us examine the core claim.
So-called ‘unskilled’ workers make up

labour supply from these regions. Still,
none of them can manage labour as
planned. Sol have been asking around,
tryingto understand what is going on.

The consistent answer points to
three factors.

First, people who have worked as
construction labourers do not want
their children to do the same work. Itis
physically punishing and requires living
away from family formonthsata
stretch. The wages too do not justify the
hardship. Those who have laboured on
construction sites want their children to
study and find some other livelihood.

roughly 80% of the workforce onany
constructionsite. Such aworker earns
somewhere between3600 and X700 a
day. At 25 working days a month, that is
about X15,000. Out of this, the worker
must pay for food and lodging at the site
while supporting a family back home.
The claim is that thisisnot attractive
enough because government support
has made rural life comfortable. Anyone
who believessoshould spend adayina
labour camp or in the villages these
workers come from to see for them-
selves. What one will find is not comfort
but the bare minimum of survival, and
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The patriarch, in other words, is often the
obstacle, not the market, economy or the
next generation's capabi

were obvious:
delayed product ldun(hes and a digital
transformation that

iling distributor strategy,

isted mostly in Pow-

The one who cannot be q Most
Indian family businesses have a central

erPoint|

Noneofitsurfacedin

Certainareas need to he fixed, they declare;
s | legacies need to be disrupted.

‘What they don’t see is that those old ways.
often contain encoded wisdom. The munim
who questions every expense does so
because he watched the founder nearly lose

is the author of The Good
Indian Employee’s Guide to
Survivinga Lala Company'
and chairperson, School of
Family Business at Masters'
Union.

greatest business empires but died in

2002 withouta clear succession plan.

What followed is now business folklore, His

elderson, Mukesh Ambani, turned his part

of the inheritance into a global enterprise

worth over $117 billion. The younger one,

Anil Ambani, eventually declared bank-
ruptey before a UK court.

The difference was not mlelll;,encc or

authority figure. Often called the ‘lala, he s
usually the founder or patriarch who built
me enterprise from scratch, tookrisks that
ided, and took the business ahead
through difficult y His authority is
earned and deeply respected.
Over time, that respect can result in
unquestioned authority. The business
beginsto follow the instinctsand preferen-

vision. It wasstructure. One |
ernance systems and raised leaders able to
question decisions. The other's businesses
struggled under debt and concentrated
authority; and when markets turned, that
absence of institutionally delegated author-
itybecameac Yet, thisisa conversation
many Indian family businesses still avoid.

Family-owned firmsgenerate over 75
India’s GDP, among the highest anywher
according to McKinsey & Compan;
ness (armhu are preparing to ti
trillioninassetsiothe n
36% have no succession plan

eration.

cesofone individual. Instinct becomes pol-
icy. Preference becomes strategy. Discom-
fort withanew idea becomes the organiza-
tion’s position on that idea.

In the boardroom of a large third-genera-
tion family business withrevenues well over
31,000 crore, this dynamic became clear

. Over time learn

what can be said ope:

and what cannot. This et 2 eration that wants o trans-
how authority erodes Instltut'o“al form everything before
accountability—not H underst:mdmg anything
through confrontation, Ieader5h|p mistakes  performative

butthroughsilence.

The next generation’s thing. Family
own trap: Let's be equally |asting success cantellthedi

honest about the other

side, because the next gen- but thisisa from authority to
eration carriesitsown ver- . ac ility isnot about
sion of this failure. conversation installing a performance

Typically, the business -— . system or hiring a govern-
patriarch'ssonordaughter ~ families avoid  anceconsultant Itisatwo-

returns fromatop univer-

during a quarterly review. The f
walked in, glanced at the sales dashboard
and asked why the numbers had fallen that
quarter. Silence followed. The chiefexecu-
tive officer looked at the head of sales. The
head of sales looked at finance. Eventually,
someone said the market was slow. The

firmora company.
l hey arrive fluent in frameworks, dataand
the language of disruption, They lookat the
old ways (such as handshake <Iedls] the
maunim (acc ) who every

everything.

isnotdysfunction,

holds the key to

but memory. The next gen-

leddeuhm for the real

often not even that. Tosuggest that the
problem is excessive government gen-
erosity is to misread the situation. By
any honest reckoning, these wages do
notreflect dignity of labour or demands
of thework.

The construction industry hasa prob-
lem—one of its own making. And the
solution is entirely within its power: pay
fairwages. Not ‘fair’ in the language of
ethics or morality—though certainly
that too—but in the context of the con-
crete reality of the cost of living and
what human labour actually deserves.

But there is something more. The
construction industry’s predicament is
only one instance of a far larger pattern.
Acrosssectorafter sector, we see the
same instinctat work: blame govern-
ment schemes for distorting incentives,
blame the poor for being insufficiently
motivated, blame migration patterns,
blame anv‘(hmg except the one thing

ly explains the situation.
That one thing is the refusal of business
and those in positions of powerand
wealth toaccept that sre equal and
more just distribution of income is not

arereal and they matter. What is not
keeping pace is the moral imagina
ofthose who employ hundreds of mil-
lions of our fellow citizens, and who
continue to justify wages as well as work
conditions that they themselves would
neveraccept for themselves or their
children.

Welive ina country where people are
very good at diagnosing the failures of
the poor and inadequacies of the state.
Weare considerably less willing to look
atthe obligations of capital and of those
who controlit.

Asan exercise, go and see how 80% of
your fellow human beings actually live.
And then try tojustify, to yourself first,
thedistribution of income and wealth
that we have collectively chosen to

JUST A TROYGHT |

It appears that President
Trump wishes to disrupt the
global multilateral trading
system as much as possible.

BARRY GARDINER
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ferrLd bul trust “umul. Trust is built by
being present, by learning the business from
within and by demonstrating that you
understand what was built before you
attempt to rebuild it.

Succession is not an event. I
long process of 1 uml building, mlL clarify
and th ing fegos on bothsides of
the table.

What [mlmuumni afford: Bel nd every

ldll]ll\ ssare

T/ /I(' ‘/uﬂ that mm‘/m

pl 'S ,\'Pnrhu it rummu—
ities d {onit. When leaderst

tionsfail

patri Idl'[‘h cdnnol Ie| goor

way process, which makes
it rare and difficult. The
patriarch must place the business above per-
sonal identity. Being questioned is not the
same as facing disrespect. Rahul Bajaj
showed this when o Rajiv wanted to

expense, the decisions made on instinct
rather than dashboards, and see inefficiency.

makingscootersto motorcycles;
he disagreed but did not block the change.
That restraint showed leadership.

ASUCCESSOr
far beyond the family “sfortunes,

 Indiaison the path tobecominga Ql()ml-

Family busi swill eith

drive that growth or become cautionary
tales. The Ambani succession story isnot just
about two brothers. It reflects a crucial
choice for every business owner between
building an institution that endures and
building a business centred onaselect few.

That choice is the difference between
leaving behind a legacy and ending upasjust
another footnote.
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M. DAMODARAN &
SUMIT AGRAWAL
are, respectively, chairperson, Excellence
Enablers, and former chairman, Sebi, UTland
IDBI; and managing partner, Regstreet Law
Advisors and a former Sebi officer.

ndia’s capital markets have grown at a remarka-
ble speed. Retail participation has surged, insti-
tulmn.ll Cﬂplldl has deLpened and te(,lmulog\'

VIEWS

THURSDAY. 2 APRIL 2026
W DELHI

13

THEIR V

Securities Markets Code: Embed
regulatory impact assessments

Market regulation needs to evolve but every new rule should be tested for its necessity, proportionality and consequences

med inter

hasmpandcd alongside. The Securities and
~  Exchange Board of India (Sebi) today adminis-
tersover 44 principal regulations and 13 statutory
rules supplememed b\' more [han 2,700 circulars

FAQs, gen-

master circulars),

eral ordersand frequent amendments. These span
listed companies, intermediaries, managers of port-

il c[(.nun;-, cor

i
ch framework evolves constantly, oftenwith
multiple changesin asingle year.

Regulatory evolution is inevitable. As products,
risks and market structures evolve, regulation
must keep pace. But accumulation raises a sharper
question: Arewe adding mles or mxprm mg out-

comes? Th liesin

regulatory
2

Finally, post-implementation review. Regula-
tions must be tested against outcomes. Periodic
review, sunset clauses and outcome-based monitor-
ing prevent regulatory accumulation from turning
into regulatory inertia.

Globally, these principles are embedded in
statutory frameworks. In the US, Sections 2(b) of
lhe Securities Act of 1933, and 3(f) of the Securities
Actof 1934 require the Securities and

impact

(RIA) into rul
Regulation is essential. Marl I\vts face mmrma-

d systemic

ciency, competition and capital formation. Rule-

(SEC) to consider effi-

tion asymmetry, agency

risk. lme:mr pre ulecuon and integrity are non-
ut isal

soan

making requires det:

intervention. It 568 COSt

altersincel

i 'csund ne

Courts enforce this. In Business k
(2()11) the proxy access rule was struck dm\ n l‘or

analysis.

dtablevs SEC

The need is evident. Regulatory activity is fre-
quent and wide-ranging. Each change may be jus-
tified. The combined impact of changes is rarely
assessed. Market participants must constantly
update systems, retrain staffand recalibrate pro-
cesses. The cumulative cost is significant.

RIA introduces a simple test: Does the marginal
benefit justify the cumulative cost?

This is not a deregulatory argument. Investor
protection and systemic resilience remain non-ne-
gotiable. In fact, RIA strengthens these objectives.
Evidence-based, proportionate regulation

ceand

shapes competition. Disclosure mandates require
systems, personnel and audit trails. Governance

reshape board ¢

exposure. Entry norms determine who partici
[hese effects compound,
Frequentamendments amplify this burden.
Large institutions absorb it; smaller players strug-
gle. The result is not just higher compliance cost,
but distortions in competition, higher entry barri-
ersand reduced market diversity. RIA does not
dilute regulation. It disciplinesit. It asks whethera
proposed rule isanecessary, proportionate and
toa clearly defined problem.

» first step is clarity. What problem is being
solved? Isit systemic or episodic? Isit evidenced or
anecdotal? Regulation built on isolated events

effective respon

risks overreach.

Second, alternatives. Regulation is not the only
tool. Supervision, enforcement, better disclosures
or market incentives may achieve the same objec-

tive with lower cost.

Third, costs and benefits. Precision may be elu-
sive, but direction is not. Compliance costs, technol-
ogy investments, liquidity impact, barriersto entry
and effects on capital formation must be weighed
against gains in transparency and stability.

Fourth, consequences. Markets adapt. Tighten-
ing one segment could shift activity elsewhere.
With every regu lation, grey 1re.15 emerge. Higher

and liability

and \

authority must be exercised through m.lﬁoned
analysis, not assumptions.

Inthe UK, Section 1381 of the Financial Services
kets Act of 2000 mandatesa cos
analysis for proposed rules. The Financial Conduct
Authority must explain expected co:
and rationale. Australia follows a similar model
through regulatory impact
frameworks strengthen, not weaken, regulators.

India ldCl{b this discipline. V\’hllc Svln follows a

benefit

benefits

ement

€l red ibility. Over-regulation, by contrast, risks dif-
fu.smg regulatory focus and djluung effectiveness.
Thisis not deregulation but disciplined regula-
tion. Evidence-based rules enhance compliance
and sharpen enforcement, while unchecked pro-
cedural layering dilutes regulatory focus. If Sebi
Chairman Tuhin Kanta Pandey’s stated “4T" frame-
work of ‘T ransparex
Teamwork’isto smceed itmustreston afounda-

Trust, Technology and

tements. These tion of

yregulatory impact

and puth dlSlIOSult’

is remains

nenherstrumlred norvisible. Practi
readily point out that
kind fostered by RIA, designed to evaluate the
costs, benefits and alternatives to any regulation
before it is framed, is largely absent in India’s regu-
latory framework for s{‘umn Undera reglme

ioners would
emic discipline of the

where Sebi operates
gated l(‘glslalmn this gdpmnltﬁrs thnul struc-

tured ex-ante

quence-oriented.

becoming convenience- dl iven mthel than conse-

Exenaficr he government nudged regulators

ble. Major interventions warrant full anal;
minorchdng(-«a lighter scrutiny. The objective is

RIA will require in

capacity. Regulators need analytical expertise and
todata. Collaboration with academia, econ-

informed consultation. A tiered approach is feasi-

Indiaaimstobea l ading global capital market.

risks , domestic and global, value predictability

towardsbetterr

& accelerate

barriers dampen innovation.

is professor emeritus of
economics at New York
University's Stern School of
Business and author of
‘MegaThreats: Ten Dangerous
Trends That Imperil Our Future,
and How to Survive Them'

he financial and economic implica-

tions of the US-Israeli war with Iran

will depend on the war's duration. The
longer it goes on, the longer we can expect
oil, gas, fertilizer, helium and other pricesto
remain elevated. The greater the (ldl]‘ldg(‘
d he Gulfsoil i
facilities, the greater the stagfla monar) pro:—
sure, which will have a major impact on
global equity markets, bond yields and
credit spreads.

The economic damage from higher infla-
tionand lower growth would be most severe
in Asia, which is suffering both an energy-
priceand -quantity shock. Europe s facmg

fied a framework in Pchruar) 2025 on how regula-
tions should be made, amended and reviewed, its
implementation is largely absent from the public
domain. The proposed Securities Markets Code.
intended to consolidate and modernize core securi-
Entry ties laws, also omits any mandate for RIA orits dis-
closure, That is asignificant omission.

s and Sebi noti-

asmuchas protection. Transparent, reasoned reg-
ulation builds confidence. The growth of India’s
regulatory framework reflects the dynamism of its

markets. The issue isnot whether regulation
should evolve;
tested for necessity, proportionality and conse-
quence. As regulatory density rises, discipline
becomes critical. The strength of regulation lies
notinits volume, but inits value. India does not
need more rules. It needs better ones—measured,
not merely made.

must. Itis whether each rule is

THEIR Y

The Iran war has the global economy on a knife’s edge

NOURIEL ROUBINI

whereas those energy producers that enjoy
windfall profits will not produce or invest
more (knowingall too well that the shock is
temporary).

The Donald J. Trump administration and
Israel made two serious miscalculations.
They assumed that decapitating the Iranian
leadership would cause the regime to col-
lapse in a few weeks and that Iran would
prove unwilling or unable toblock the Strait

the Gulf, Europe and the global economy.
So, normative judgementsaside, Trump
(and Israel) will feel the need to escalate to
try to ‘finish thejob." That could mean the US
seizing Kharg Island, from which 90% of

MINT

The toll of Hormuz: America’s
war is evidently Asia’s problem

Asian reliance on energy through the strait is too dire to let persist

KARISHMA VASWANI
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
Asia politics with a special focus on China.

“ " hefightingin West Asia has the world
on tenterhooks, but the economic
shocks hitting the rest of Asia are so

alarming that usually guarded regional
leaders are speaking out. From its most
resilient countries to the most vulnerable,
the regionisuniquely dependent on energy
flowing through the Strait of Hormuz.
Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Bal-
akrishnan put it bluntly when he described
the US as “a revisionist power” that some
would even call a “disruptor.” He was
speakingabout the Iran war and America’s
role in Asia, but also something larger: the
erosion of the Washington-led post-war
order that “underpinned a remarkable
period of peace and prosperity"—a founda-
tion that, as he put it last weelk, isnow gone.
This is not simply anxious rhetoric. It
reflectsa deeperdisquiet about howa con-
flict far from Asia’s shores, shaped by deci-

A pragmatic response is for Asia to reduce
its exposure to oil shocks. REUTERS.

there’s panic buying in parts of Thailand,
and in India, tighter supplies of liquefied
petroleum gas used for cooking have
prompted protests by opposition MPs.
The conflict is also reshaping regional
geopolitics in significant ways. Faced with
a national fuel emergency, Phili m)mes
President Ferdinand Marcos S
gcsled that Manila—oneof’ Bel ng's smost

iesover
the South China Sea wnuld llk‘ openi ln
jointoiland "
waters. That this is even on the table
reflects not trust, but despemuun

Chinais gainij i

inthe USand Iran, is|

theregion. About 90% of the oil and 8! % of
theliquefied natural gas that normally pass
through the Strait of Hormuzare bound for
Asia, Balakrishnan noted. “Right now,” he
said, “the closure of the Strait of Hormuzis,
inasense, an Asian crisis.”

Thewealthy city-state is (_wically meas-

too. It has d itself as a global
peacemaker, offering its assistance to end
hostilities. At the annual Boao Forum for
AsiainHainan—oftendescribed as China’s
answer to Davos—Singapore’s Prime Min-
ister Lawrence Wong called for Beijing to
play a larger role in supporting regional
stability and growt th, highlighting the pull

ured in its, so when s ofitsvastd c market.
ape‘lks lhls dLreLll\' theregion h:tem 1 ve Some: uf this stmhful mmkmg China’s
frustration from economy i

lomats across Asia who have privately told
me they're fatigued by President Donald
Trump'svolatile foreign policy. First, it was
his unpredictable tariff regime they were
forced to absorb, then demands to spend
more on their own defence—unsettling
decades-old security guarant and now
the growing sense that theyre being made
to pay forsomeone else
Wealthier ﬂ‘nnnmls‘sllkcthma anan
and Si
tegicreserves, can ¢ ushion lhehlmv inthe
short term, but others are more exposed.
Most Southeast Asian countries have
enoughreserves of oil stocks to last only 20
050 da; otes the Economic Research
Institute for Asean and East Asm %nme
o ingforced intod
action, from ded.muz a nauonal en:_rgy
'y to closing lyand
evenasking cricket fansto watch matches
at home on television to conserve fuel.
The political fallout is already becoming
difficult to contain. And it islikely to inten-
sify, with Houthi involvement raising the
risk of trade disruptions in the Red Sea,
another critical artery for Asian energy
supplies. Across the region, rising fuel costs
are triggering unrest: Transport workers
have gone on strike in the Philippines,

regime holdson, the stage could be et fora

long-promised
¢ onﬁumpnon boom ha al
plu
from waves of exportsinto Asian markets,
squeezing local industriesand jol
same time, the rapid military hunld up of
the People’s Liberation Army, more fre-
quent confrontations in the South China
Seaand sustained pressure around Taiwan
continue to fuel regional unease. Beijing
may present itselfasa stabilizing force, but
the reality is far more complex.
The pragmatic response for thenis
nottochoosesides, but to reduce exposure
tooilshocks. Diversifying energy supplies,
building larger strategic reserves and
s(m\gmenmgngwml cooperationwould
help. Some of thisis already happening—
the recent commitment by A i
Singapore to work together on energy
security is a good template for others.
These coalitions, formed out of necessity,
could become the building blocks of anew
regional order, replacing an architecture
that no longer reflects tod. it
The Hormuz crisis has exposed a funda-
mental weakness: Asia is being forced to
absorb the costs ofa conflict beyond itscon-
trol. Reducing that dependence will be diffi-
cult. But the cost of failing to do so isnow
ible toignore.

including Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Yemen,
ﬁudan dlld Libya—have become nuled or

Inaddition

repeat of the 1970s stagflation.

heless, I see escalation and a US-Is-
raeli victory (with regime collapse in a few
months) as more likely than escalation and

Iran’s energy ﬂnvv~ , and g daily
bombing theregime’s
new leadership and also

of Hormuzor damage Gull roduc-
tion facilities. They were wrnng ()n both
counts, and now the market s pricingin US
President Trump's desperation for an off-
ramp—the famous “TACO’ (Trump Always
Chickens Out) scena

But expecting TACO also looks like a mis-
caleulation. IF Trump ends the waratitscur-
rent stage and locks in the status quo, the
threat to shipping in the Strait of Hormuz
will remain, risk premia on oil prices will stay

negative terms-of-trade pres an
ous inflation risks, but its ener;
shock will be more limited than Asia’s.
The United States, by contrast, islooking
ata positive terms-of-trade shock, because
itisa netenergy exporter. Nonetheless, US
mﬂ,.mun W ill be higherand its growth lower,

per ly higher (at least 20% as es!
mated) and Trump's popularity will likely
sink even further ahead of this year's mid-
term elections.

Not only would the current Iranian
regimestillbe in power, butitwould almost
cen.unl\' pnmue anuclearweapon and dou-

y (suchas

tion of ballistic nus~

dless

meansof tk

y to project power = But, of course, the second
tarily. Escalatlon IOOkS scenario could be worse
Suchas ryisinher- H H than the status quo.
ently high-risk, butit could Ilkely DUt it Ultimately, the decision
ulad nwouine  would takea  omdovnicTmpind
e Nidene ba e Cle@r US-Israeli - S Keaneiioniy
world economy and mar- victory forthe doomed if they cannot
kets would no longer be improve on the current sit-
subject to perennial black- world to be uation in away that allows
mail by a regime with a them to save face.
chokeholdontheStraitof  [@ft hetter off The case for eliminating

Hormuz. The Gulf states
and their oil facilities
would be safe and secure.

‘That is the optimistic scenario, If Kharg
Island is taken but the regime does not col-
lapse, the Strait of Hormuz and Bab-el-Man-
deboffthe Houthi-controlled Ye icoast

aUS-Israeli defeat. The first scenario isobvi-
ously better for everyone, and better than
the unstable status quo.

Iran’s fanatical Islamist
regime remainsstrong. For
47 years, the Islamic Republic has been a
curse on ltﬁ own penplc and the wider

ingthc entire Middle East, Tehran hasspon-
sored terrorism around the world, helped
fuel mass migration into Europe and sup-
ported Russia’s war of aggression in Ukraine.
Iran’slong-range ballistic missiles can reach
allof Europe, while an Iranian regime with
nuclear weapons would be adirect threat to
all the Middle East and Europe.
Regardless of what one thinks about
Trump's choice to go to war, everyone
should want an endgame in which the cur-
rent regime can no longer threaten global
economicand financial stability or security.
Trying to finish the job is better than the
alternatives, even given the obvious risks.
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz put it
well during the Twelve-Day War last June:
“Israel is doing the dirty work forall of us.”
That was true then and itis true now.
Even though Europe, China and Asia
would benefit more from the end of the
Islamic I{cpublm than America would, US

he best-case scenariois

region. Wh oppres-
sion and evonomlc nusc 'v. it has consist-
I {meddled in Sun-

linewill remain vulnerabl vill the Gulf
states and their energy facilities. If the

ni-maj 'munmesaml/or countries with
large Shia populations, many of which—

global economi urmoxl intheshort run fol-
lowed by greater global stability; but medi-
ng-term disruptionsare a very real
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“Trump’s latest tantrum shows US-
Europe alliance is teetering on the
brink. — By Gulshan Sachdeva
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Justice is the first virtue of social
institutions, as truth is of systems of
thought.

— John Rawls
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INVOLVES US ALL

Rupee under pressure
sharpens RBI challenge

Sleepwalking into catastrophe —
silenceis as alarming as the war

HERE ARE moments in his-

seaborne oil trade. Only a trickle of that is

tory when catastrophe an- now passing through. US officials and Wall - i\
nounces itself loudly, with SLreet analystsare now starting to consider a
irens and Je. And then of oil hitting $200. ifthe ¥~

there are moments when the

danger advances quietly, almost politely,

whsle theworld cames onasif norhmg fun-
d. Th

strait stays closed into the second quarter.
Ashortclosureisanoilshock, butalongone
becomes an inflation and growth shock.

sulphur passes through the Strait of Hor-
muz, and sulphur is the feedstock for sul-
phuric acid, which is essential for process-
ingcopper, nickel, and cobalt — the metals
inside every battery, every circuit board,
andevery precision-guided munition being
fired in the very war that has blocked the

1 hasch: The situation with gas is even more VIKAS strait. The longer this drags on, the deeper

frontati d Iran belc the alarming. Qatarand the UAE account for99 SWARUP the damage. At this point, there is no econ-

N MONDAY, the rupee briefly breached the 95 mark category. The US-Israeli strikes beganon  per cent of Pakistan’s LNG imports, 72 per omy on Earth that is not in the line of fire.

against the dollar. While the currency recovered —on February 28 wnh the stated aimofregime  centofBangladesh’s, and 53 per cent of In- Analysts now calculate that if the closure

Wednesday, ithovered around 93.5—it: 'snuclearand  dia’s. Japan and South Korea hold LNG re- continues, up to $3.5 trillion of global GDP

considerably in the recent past. Over the course of 2025- ballistic missile pr What fol- ient for only two to four weeks — over 3 per cent of the entire world econ-

26, the rupee has fallen by around 96 per cent against the dollar lowed was not the swift collapse promised uf stable demand. Every extra week of clo- omy — isat risk. A quick end to hostilities

In March alone, it fell byover4 per cent. Since [he i byaclean dec: strike. Theconflict ~ sure moves these countries closer to genu- might limit losses to around $590 billion.

thelranwar, other, Th d acrossatleastad ine energy scarcity, not just price pain. The Buteveryadditional day without a ceasefire
Koreah 1L lecline in their tries, puncturing the illusion of the Gulfas ~ Gulf region accounts for nearly haif of the closes that gap.

The pressure on the rupee is coming from both the current atax-freesanctuaryoforderandcalm, clos-  world’s urea exports and 30 per cent of its ‘With so much at stake, you would ex-
and caplml account. The country’s dependence on energy im- ing the Strait of Hormugz, and killingthou- ~ ammonia exports, with about a third of all pect that every diplomatic phone line on
port higher prices — India’scr averaged sands across the region. Iran is still firing. ~ globally traded fertiliser passing through the planet would be burning, That the UN
$113.5 per barrel in March front. Hezbollah hasre-entered the fightinLeba-  thestrait. Urea prices have already risen SO Security Council would be meeting daily
AS10is il i pushupthe account non. The He i joined, too.Andthe  per cent since the start of the war — from with genuine urgency rather than thethe-
deficit by 30-40 asperC: 1 ings. Merch: P i preparingforweeks  $482 a ton on February 27 to $720 by mid- atre of vetoes and procedural delays it has
diseexportsto West Asia— forinstance, in2024-25, of grc ions inside Iran. March. The timing is cat'lstrophlc The offered so far., You would expect Washing-
to the UAE stood at $36.6 billion — will also be hit if the conflict This' beoverbynow.In-  Northern it ring ton to face serious pressure from allies to
continues, On the other hand, foreign portfolio investors have stead, itis widening, hardening, and turn-  son is happening right now. Every addi- define an endgame. You would expect
taken out a staggering $13.6 billion in March alone from the ing into an open-ended, region-wide war  tional week that farmers cannot get afford- Netanyahu tobe pressed toarticulate not
country. FDIflows have alsoslumped — net FDIstood at $1.6 bil- withnoclearexitand mountingglobalcon-  able fertiliser is a week of yield loss that just objectives, but limits — a clear sense
lion during April-January 2025-26. sequences. This is not a crisis with a fixed  cannot be recovered. You cannot of how escalation stops rather

Last Friday, the RBI imposed a cap on the foreign exchange cost. Every single day the Strait of Hormuz replant the spring. The machinery of crisis than how it continues. You

dertolimit therupee. The A third of the world’s helium & Ving would expect backchannels with
central bank has alsobeen inter ‘TheRBI's omy ab— supply also transits through the n_nanagemqn Li5 E!O ,but Tehran to be working around the
foreij February stract. They are already being calculated,  Strait of Hormuz. Helium is nota without the intensity thescale clock. You would expect the

27to $557 billion on March 20. Its outstanding net short dollar
position has also risen significantly over the past two months
from $67 billion in January, as per reports. These provide some
indication of the extent of its interventions. The RBI governor’s
statement i in the upcnmmg monetary policy meenng will pro-
bably p ing, andon

Juesonth
stepsif Inaninterview
tothispaper, a former deputy governor of the RBI, Michael Patra,
has proposed using the US Federal Reserve’s FIMA (Foreignand
International Monetary Authorities) repo facility, which could
havea “stabilising influence” on the market. In the past, the RBI
'y policy Whilethe
central bank i thatitsinterventionsin
the forex market are designed to smoothen excessive volatility,
it should refrain from defending any particular level. The ex-
change rate should work as a shock absorber.

Nonewideasin
Assam manifestoes

and they are terrifying. Iran’s closure of the
strait has been described as the largest dis-
ruption to the world’s energy supply since
the1970s energy crisis. Roughly 20 million
barrelsof oil per day used to transit the Strait
of Hormuz — around 20 per cent of global
supply, and morethanaquarterofall global

luxury — it is a critical input for
semiconductor manufacturing,
MRI machines, fibre optic cables,
and defenceelectronics. Itcannot
be synthesised, stockpiled easily,
or quickly replaced with an alter-
native. Half of all global seaborne

of the threat demands. Most
countries are quietly

absorbing the pain, hedging

theirbets, and saying as little
as possible in public

countries being most damaged
by this war — Japan, South
Korea, the Philippines, Indone-
sia, India, Bangladesh —tobe at
the centreof a i push

thing far more disquieting: A strange, col-
lective drift. Statements are issued, en-
voysaredispatched, and yet the underly-
ing momentum of escalation remains
unchecked. The machinery of crisis man-
agement is moving, but without the in-
tensity that the scale of the threat de-
mands. Pakistan is attempting to actas a
go-between. But with Washington and
Tehran still poles apart on every core
issue, it is reduced to passing messages
between two sides that are not negotiat-
ing, only hardening their positions. Most
countries are quietly absorbing the pain,
hedging their bets, and saying as little as
possible in public.

The silence is as alarming as the war
itself. When the most consequential supply-
chaindisruption in halfa century produces
this little diplomatic urgency, it tells you
something about how badly the interna-
tional system has atrophied — and how
much we have all normalised the idea that
crises of this magnitude are simply things
that happen to us, rather than things we
have the power to stop. The world is not
watchinga contained regional conflict. Itis

architecture, the food system, and the
supply chains that underpin modern civil-
isation. We are sleepwalking through it,
checking our phones for missile counts,
while the consequences stack up quietly in
grain markets, gas terminals, and fertiliser
depots from Brazil to Bangladesh.

Atsome point, we will wake up. The
question is whether there will still be time
tod it.

fora ceasefire.
Instead, what we see is some-

The writer is a novelist and former diplomat

Indians give to save each

other from free fall

RECENT STUDY, ‘How India
Gives', revealed that Indians,

How was someone like Arun able to
meet such an unexpected cost? The

Of whatdothesestones
truly sing?

HILE DRIVING on NH 24 or riding the Delhi
Metro this week, one cannot overlook the ne-

even those who earned less  answer lay in a complicated arrangement - west additi I'sspiri
than Rs 5,000 amonth, gave  of credit, debt, social capital, rural and ‘A 108-foot tall bronze murti of the child-yogi
HE ELECTION manifestoappealstothe voter, togamer some of it away. Over two-  urban flows, inter-class interaction and re- form of Shri Swaminarayan (1781-1830). Con-
support; it lays the terms of the contract between the thirds of those surveyed said they gavein  sourcefulness. He was part of the ubiqui- secrated last week by Mahant Swau:u Mahara] to mark Shri
political party and the electorate. But manifestoes also cash or kind, amounting to $6 billion (Rs  tous “committee” (chit fund) system that 's 245th bi y.itn the
carry a deeper message about the politics, values and MUKULIKA 540billion) ayear. Giventhat 90 percentof  helped him save monthly for the periodic Yoat Akshardham complex. Social media is ﬂooded with wsuals uf
vision of those who seek power over the people, in their name. BANERJEE IndiancitizensliveonlessthanRs10,000a  windfall. He pawned his wife’s jewellery. TRIVEDI the child-yogi, but his story still seems unparsed
TheBJP smanlfesto inAssam andCongrem’s“FweGuarantees month, thisisan inary finding. Hi lived with them Inanera ideo-
by this: ing party and the prin- Thestudy provides data forwhatmany  and contributed Rs 3,000 a month. And he logical extremes, we fail to appreciate nuanced meanings of re-
cipal itionin poor light. Tt i know through experience. Havingbeenof-  took advice from his middle-class clien- ligious symbols. By breaking free from our conditioning to per-
ment has doubled down on divisive politics, relying on creating fered halfabanana when Iwas hungryby  tele. This complex web of mutuality kept ceive “saffron” markers, namely mandirs, murtis, and monks,
suspicion and fear, rather than offering a vision of hope. Forits aman who slept on a railway platform,I  Arunand his family afloat, and is illus- purely through the lens of political identity and aesthetic ap-
part, Congress has not challenged the govemment ’s polarising. certainly knew that the ability to givein  trative of whatis happening in the country precnanon, we may ﬁnd lessons pertmem to our journey.
politics head -on. Instead, 1[5 grand * guarantees " merely tinker India did not correspond to one’s wealth.  abillion times over. yisoneof Bormin
withth ptcultural ‘This report confirms that such anecdotal What is striking, too, is that each ex- Uttar Pradesh, heleft homeatage 11 to trek over 7000 milesacross
ﬂashpomtshke the death of singer Zubeen Garg. experiences are part of a wider national,  change of money, time and knowledge was the i from the Hi 1o Sri sam to
TheBJP ‘M Sarma hasoften and perhaps cultural, ethos. It concludes  notsimply a transaction but underpinned Gujarat. Thiswasari Juiry intoeveryday ic, so-
soughttoraise.It fthe Uniform Civil that Indian philanthropyisnotelite-ledbut by a moral universe where the recipient cial, and spiritual lled in the fashion of a
Code, lawsagainst “lovejihad" and “land jihad” and more “push- at the household level. was respected. He did not just send money ranunmant —weanng awzustcloth cm a manuscnpt with
backs” against aueged illegal migrants trom Bangladesh. The Following these findings on how India  but visited his sister in person, the doctor d, restingwhere
revivedIm- gives, I posethesubsequentquestion: Why ~ whogave him professional advice allowed permitted, shunning comfort, serving with humility.
rmgrants (Expulsion from A%sam) Act, 1950. The manifesto also doesIndia give? his trousers tobe mended for free, and the InGujarat, herevived the trad.mon of building mandirsand
Congress Based onjust-completed qualitativere-  peddlers for whom Arun bought tea to practised and 1 form of Hi; that
haspromlsedRsaOOOOmwomenmthesta[eto “startand grow search in Delhi, one answer to this ques- ~ drink under the shade of his tarp also sought todiminish the effe dsocial hi y.He
t " Rs 25 lakh healthi wver forfamilies, anin- tionisthat Indiansgive becausethereisno  bought him tea in return. established the region’s first girls’ school and successfully
crease in senior citizens’ pensions and permanent pattas forin- choice. It is not that Indians are forced into Would it be accurate to classify such countered practices like sati, dowry, and female infanticide.
digenous inhabitants. Its pmmzse ofj 1usuce for Garg within 100 giving, but rather the reality in whichIn-  forms of giving as charity? I would suggest Onthe morning of the consecration, I stood before the murti
days:sacymcal attempt: ) on' S| dians live creates unavoidable pressures.  that Indians give in this way because they admiring the child-yogi’s smile. I wondered how his journey
giventhat i i hisdeathanaccident. However little one has, there isalways  know if they don't, large segments of the gained such prominence. Several responses came to mind: He
‘The manifesto promises are symptoms of a deeper malaise: someone who has much less. And dueto  population would simply disappear from INGOOD believed in the divine and himself. He welcomed solitude. He
The ma)orplayers mAssam whicharealsothe twolargest politi- the waysinwhichlivesare intertwined,the  society. So, they give not as charity but to ° accepted the arduous journey. He embraced people of diverse
ofnew ideas. Assam ) L. feasibility of onelife impacts many others  createIndia’s “informal welfare provision”. falth customs, languages, beliefs — and now, they embrace him.
faces serious new issues, including climate-related events and Indians givein  around it. Not to give would be tobe less ~ Formal welfare funded by tax revenue There, Isensedawannthfmm the glow ofthe child-yogi's tapas.
questions around the rapld.ly changing mrure of work andem- this way than human. would aimto provide each citizen with the Shri of ism flourished ona
ployment. Iti 1 theasser- because they Take the example of Arun, atailorwho  basic dignities of health, education, em- foundation of bhakti (love), seva (selfless semce) aham-shu-
tion of regional identity in a context of increasing diversity. The N worksonapavement with asinglesewing  ployment, housing and leisure. Govern- . nyata (‘ ! ), and i
answers will not be found in more cash transfers or in throwing know ifthey machine underatarp, mendingtearsand ~ ment expenditure in the world’s third-lar- Diverse i asnot i
around theepithetof“jihad”. Going by their poll promises, l'lEl'.hE!l' don't, la:ge shorteningtrousers. Arun earnsRs 30000 gest economy isexpected to focus on these regional and societal and personal development through his spmtual doc-
the BJP nor Congress seems up to the of softhe @amonth.Athirdofthisisspentonrentand priorities, yet allocation for these sectors spiritual trine. Shashi Tharoor’s recentbook highlights the contributions
voter predicaments in thoughtful or imaginative ways. ulation utility bills, the remaining Rs 20,000 must  hasbeen falling or is nonexistent. expressions of Sree Narayana Guru in Kerala. Dlverse reglonal and spiritual
pop! " cover food for a family of four, education While all Indians pay tax, the poor, in P! ] i though oftendi are
would Slm_PlY for two children, phone charges, medical ~ fact, pay more consumption taxin propor- though often apluralisticstrength of the pan-| lndJan spiritual identity.
P disappea.r from  bills and transport. There is never any tion to their income and only 3 per cent of disparaged as When locking at religious icons, we must ask ourselves: Of
A Sk AI When Wll] the society. So, they sparecash. And yet, when hissisterinthe  Indians earn enough to qualify to pay in- divisive ‘what do these stones truly sing? Under the hullabaloo of pride
givenotas village had an accident and needed Rs  come tax — the state fails to provide a dig- T area and identity, i faith, courage, service, humility,
< S 3 10,000 tocover costs, he found themoney.  nified life for its citizens. So, Indians give e and They oﬂerclamy ina chaoticworld. Fornon-be-
flowers bloom charitybutto  Toshow he cared, healsowent tovisither  again toweavearudimentary safety net to pluralistic lievers, they pi L history, ism, and per-
create India’s with his family and returned with the save each other from free fall. This is one s[reng(h ofthe  sonalgrowth. Whemerfordevo(es, wsnors, orcommurelsglanc-
N JAPAN, the delicate blossoms of the cherry tree bear the “‘informal medical reports to consult a doctor he  reason for why India gives. panflndian ingoutatrain window,a ifonly
weight ofastoried hi yandasg-- ill ismindustry. el knew. He then brought his sister to Delhi, spiritaal we lookbeyond our digital and ideological screens.
Fora Y. yyear, ‘people—. we N d.[e N cared for her at home, made sure she had The writer is professor of Social Anthropology §pmt1.|
visitors — gather ingardens and parks around the country provision theright medicines fora fortnight and sent atLSE and author of Why India Votes and ldemlt)" Trivediis a scholar of religion, media, and bhakti literature and music.
toc ueauty Tt her back better. Cultivating De i ing bookii i i d his it
adecepti ion: When will t
bloom? As the long-established system of answering this ques-
tion, determined by wwmer reports, is ::lcsmbﬂlsed by chmate
change, end
to honour thetradition of hanami, or flower viewing. I bandhinDelhi New Puniab |
Perhaps there is something ironic about attempting to pu:| Completebandhin i lew Punijal vernor haul of the present set up after the installa-
downauadnuon th ‘whichisan 40 YEARS AGO P B tion of the Barnala ministry in September.
—and —ofe The72mi i- April 2,1986 DELHI PEOPLE vented their angeratthe THE FORMER CM of West Bengal, Siddhartha

chijuni ko) into which the Japanese calendar was once divided
invited a more intimate relationship with the world, based on
subtlechangesin nature. Seasons like “fishemerge fromtheice”
(mid-] Febmdry) and “crickets chirp around the door (late Oc-
tober), scropcalendar
They governed the fine variations in how teawas prepared fmm
oneweek tothe next and influenced how a garden evolved over
the course of a year. Today, Japan may follow the Gregorian cal-
endarlike the rest of the world, but sensibilities — aestheticand
cultural —continue to be shaped by an older rhythm.

“This is the real pleasure/ of this life without tomorrow/ The
flowers, the sake,” wrote the 19th century haiku master, Inoue
Sexgeuu Today, whentimeis mcreasmgly measured bythebeeps

ification: por-
tal into a world where time marches to a slower beat. And if the
mostcutting-edge dooralittlewider,a
little more reliably, sobeit.

INDIAN EXPRESS | Industral

mass k|l||ngs in Punjab by giving thelrwhaIeA

to thecallfora Delt
d il, was
paralysed. Whulesale markets in Sadar
Bazar, Naya Bazar, Khari Baoli, Chandni
Chowk and Karol Bagh remained closed.
The stock exchange did not function and
even petty shopkeepers stayed homeal-
mostin the entire city. However, some in-
dustrial unitsin Okhlaand half of the shops

Banks and other offices reported normal at-
tendance as transport and other essential
services like water, electricity and hospitals
had been exempted from the bandh.

epaper.indianexpresamm.. .

inINA Market in South Delhi, remained open.

Shankar Ray, has been appointed governor
of Punjab. He replaces Shankar Dayal
Sharma, now moved to Maharashtra.

ChangesinBarnalaministry

CHANGES IN the Barnala ministry and a re-
shufflein the higher echel f the state

InfluxfromBangladesh

DHULIAN IN Murshidabad district, a tiny but
brisk commercial town noted forts bidi
if facesthei i
from ladi dingto
e e i

h insixout of 14 wards,

administration are in the offing. With the
budget session of the Punjab assembly
ending, an exerciseis understood to have
been started by the ruling Akali leadership
for revamping the ministry and the adminis-
tration. The proposed changes, when ef-
fected, will complete the first major over-

New Delhi

wherea large number of fake ration cards
have been detected. Another estimate puts
the town’s population at 24,000 and the
number of fake ration cards at 30,000; at
the nearby township of Arjunpur, the popu-
lationis 7,000 while the fake ration cards
detected arearound 9,000.



® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Israel’s government won't stop
Jewish terror in the West Bank.
— Haaretz, Israel
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Kerala’s silver sunrise: State must show
how anageing population can thrive

THAROORTHINK

BY SHASHI THAROOR

NDIA ISN'T ageing yet. We are still

a young country, with more than

half our population under 25, and

about 65 per cent under 35. But

someofour states are ageing—and
Kerala leads the way.

The tempo of population ageing in Ke-
rala is no longer a distant demographic
forecast; it is a profound and immediate
transformation of the state’s social fabric.
By the end of 2026, the proportion of
citizens aged 60 and above is projected to
hit 20 per cent, a figure that dwarfs the na-
tional average of 12 per cent. This shift is,
ironically, a byproduct of Kerala’s historic
success in healthcareand education, which
led to higher life expectancnes and lower

equity. This shift requires moving beyond
traditional welfare to a “silver economy”™
model that treats elderly care as a high-
value service sector.
The coastal areas near the sea, and the
mist-covered, climate- fnenclly }ug,hlands
hat

ofthe

fertility rates. Yet, the very
that fostered this progress isnowunderun-

raphy fortlns vision. Bydevelopmgwoﬂd-

level of so-
cial and health facﬂmes is ill-equi to

illages in
1 catertoboth locals

handle the specialised demands of an
ageingsociety, particularly as financial and
morbidity burdens on theelderly continue
to climb. To navigate this “silver sunrise”,
Kerala must move beyond reactive
measures and proactively re-engineer its
economy and urban landscape for a new
reality. In doing so, it can set the standard
for the rest of India to learn from when, in-
evitably, today’s 35-year-olds start turning
60across Bharat.

Keralastandsata unique vantage point
to turn a perceived demographic burden
into a global competitive advantage. For
years, critics have colloquially referred to
Keralaasan "old-age home” due toits high
rates of youth out-migration. While we
must change the reality behind this label,
the state should also embrace and profes-
sionalise it, rebranding itself as a premier
global hub for retirement and wellness. To.

and the global diaspora. These should not

be mere residential blocks, but integrated

ecosys[ems des1gned with u.mversal ac-
and “smart’

ing, allowing retirees to live with dignity

while remaining digitally connected to

their families across the globe.

Tostart with, we must offer fiscal incen-
tives for “retirement township” developers.
The government should introduce a
“special residential zone” status for retire-
ment villages located in the climate-
friendly highlands of Idukki and Wayanad
(except in landslide-prone areas). Devel-
opers should benefit from single-
window clearances and a 10-year

into a sustainable economic engine, the
state must implement amulti-tiered policy
framework for ageing that incentivises pri-
vate participation while ensuring social

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

Maintain vigilance

THE DECLARATION of a “Naxal-
free India” marksasignificant
milestone (‘A taskstill liesahead in
former Red Corridor’, IE, April 1).
Theefforts of the government,
particularly under the leadership
ofHome Minister Amit Shah, de-
serveacknowledgment. But this
mustnot lead to complacency. Na-
xalism’s roots lay not merely in
ideology, butin deep-seated griev-
ances— poverty, displacement,
lack of governance, and alienation
oftribal communities.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

'THE BEST governance isone
where “prosperity,” rather than

By fostering a ‘silver economy’

ILUSTR

management. By partnering with inter-
national accreditation bodies, Kerala
can ensure its workforce meets global
benchmarks, allowing the state to offer
“medical tourism” options for elderly pa-
tients from abroad who require long-term
rehabilitative care in a tropical, wellness-
oriented setting.

Finally, the state must pioneer a new
definition of “wellness” that integrates its
traditional strengths in Ayurveda with
modern geriatric science. The goal should
be to maximise “healthy life years” rather
thanjustextending life. cy. Policies
should encourage “wellness hubs” that
offer preventive geriatric care — focusing
on sarcopenia (muscle-loss) prevention,
cognitive health through traditional prac-
tices, and nutritional therapy using local

Uniform Civil
Code may leave
Muslimwomen

worse off

A
otV

FA1IZAN MUSTAFA

HE UNIFORM Civil Code (UCC) has once again
moved to the centre of public debate — driven by
the Supreme Court (SC) rather than the govern-
ment, even though Article 44 places it within the
domam of po].m/ Inthe latat petition, the Court
d lis ( lication) Act,

d herbs. To combat! id-
ity burden, the state could i “in-
ional ity hubs”, where

“mixed-income” mandate could require
developers to reserve 10 per cent of units
for state-subsidised residents (such as re-

property taxbreaks are given to developers

whoinclude co-located childcareand sen-

ior cen[re< iOStErLﬂg SOCli\[ COEL\’]eC[lVl[y
the

and

1937, which permits the application of Muslim Personal Law
(MPL) in matters of succession and inheritance. A three-judge
bench, led by Chief Justice Surya Kant, made pertinent obser-
vations while advocating a UCC to remove discriminatory

isions in MPL. The Chief Ji rved that “in our over-

tired government school h Cross-
subsidised by high- inter

that often physical decline.

NRK (Non-Resident Keralite) occupants.
A critical pillar of this transition must
be a complete overhaul of the medical
education and healthcare delivery system
to deal with the complex, multi-layered
health issues (multimorbidity) that define
the later years of life. Kerala needs to es-
tablish specialised hospitals dedicated ex-
clusively togerontology and geriatric care,
moving away from the current “one-size-
fits-all” approach. This requires invest-
ment in human capital, a critical bottle-
neck in Kerala’s ageing transition. We
must begin training a new generation of
doctors, nurses, and social workers spe-
cifically in the nuances of geriatric medi-
cine, palliative care, and the psychological
aspects of ageing. By creating centres of
excellence in geronlology, Kerala can set
international b ks in

Since institutionalising every elderly
citizen is neither feasible nor desirable to
combat the growing epidemic of loneli-
ness, policy within Kerala should focus on
“ageing in place”. A state-wide digital
health stack could integrate wearable
health monitors with local primary health
centres. By providing tax rebates to star-
tups developing “geriatric-tech” — such
as Al-driven fall detection or remote diag-
nostic tools — the state can reduce the fi-
nancial burden on the public healthcare
system. This model can turn the family
home into a high-tech care unit, sup-
ported by a mobile cadre of “silver care-
givers”, ASHA workers trained by the state
to help the elderly.

By fosteringa “silver economy” that in-
centivises private investment in elder-
ure, Kerala

andif

clinical outcomes for the elderly

holiday on land-use conversion thatincentivises private asa high-value service.

charges, provided the projects . . X Policy must mandate the es-
meetstrict “age-friendly” building, mvestmentu'l elder-care tablishment of a Department of
codes, Thesecodesmustmandate  technology and infrastructure,  Geriatric Medicine in every gov-
universal design, such asnon-slip Kerala can ensure thatits ernment medical college by 2027.
flooring, wi s for wheel- ageing population remains R.mhemlgre. Fhe state.can intro-
chair access, and integrated ib tributi duce a geriatric nursing scholar-
emergency-response systems in e ral.m . uting ship to train 10,000 nurses an-
every unit. To ensure these vil- social segment nually in specialised elder care,

lages are notjust for thewealthy, a

SHRUTIJAIN

LIVE-IN relationships are once again in the
publicdiscourse, with the question of moral-
ity hanging over them yet again. This time,
the debate has resurfaced because a single
bench of the Allahabad High Court denied
legality to a live-in relationship involving a
married person and a third party without
first seeking divorce. A few days later, how-
ever, a division bench of the same court
allowed alive-in relationshipbetweenamar-
ried man and an adult woman, observing
that morality and law are distinct.

The concept of live-in relationships in
India was recognised in Indra Sarmav VK
VSarma (2013), primarily to ensure protec-

nentword inthe gover

con (Ataskstill liesahead in
formerRed Corridor’, IE, April 1).
The editorial correctly highlights
that while military success is near,
thedeeperchallenge remains. Ad-
ministrative continuity must be
such that it leaves no room for
deep-rooted unrest, which invari-
ably cropsupwhen issuesareig-
nored. True democratic maturity
is reflected when political entities,
recognise that such steady
governanceisthe only effective
antidote toinstability, ensuring
thestateisalwaysseentobejust.
Krishan Chugh, New Delhi

School begins

The editorial rightly highlights
that education, particularly in
theearlyyears, isacollective re-
sponsibility (‘The first day of
school, the start of ashared
responsibility’, IE, April 1). In this
context, initiatives such as the
Balvatika programme by
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
and the recognition of MCD Co-
ed Primary School, Lajpat Nagar
I with the International T4 Edu-
cation Award show that we are on
the right track. These efforts indi-
catea growing recognition that
holisticeducation is the way for-
ward, and can truly transform
the first day of school into the be-
ginning of ashared and meaning-
ful educational journey.

Aerika Singh, viaemail

palliative support, and dementia

can ensure that its ageing population re-
mains a vibrant, contributing social seg-
ment. Kerala must now lead the way in
showing the world how an ageing society
can thrive with grace, innovation, and
economicresilience.

The author is a fourth-term Member

of Parliament (Lok Sabha) for
Thiruvananthapuram and a long-time
advocate of future-oriented public policy

Two verdicts on live-in
relationships, one grey area

Accordingly, the exhaustive definition of
“domestic relationship” under the Protec-
tionof Women EmmDomesuchlenceAm,
200 ised live-in relati

the head of a “relationship in the nature of
marriage”. The intent was to extend certain
protections associated with marriage to
women in such relationships. Live-in rela-
tionships, therefore, have larvelybeenmter-

preted netagainst.
the rather li
o undermme thei 1nsmut|on ofmamage

som’s statutory right to protect the consor-
tium of marriage by enforcing cohabitation
— under Section 9 of the Hindu Marriage
Act, 1955 — cannotbeoverridden by another
person’s liberty to enter into a relationship

anx.lety for reforms, we may end up depriving them, and they
mightend ing less than what they ing”.

The Jamiat Ulama-i- Hmd has now challenged (he newly
enacted Gujarat UCC onth
law. Merely providing equal shares in succession law to sons
and daughters does not ensure equality in inheritance if the
same law grants absolute testamentary powers — allowing a
person towill away their entire property toanyone he chooses.
Neither the Hindu Succession Act, 1956, nor the Indian Succes-
sion Act, 1925, nor even the Uttarakhand UCC, 2024, imposes
restrictions on such testamentary powers.

In contrast, under the Shariat Act, as per MPL rules, a Mus-
lim person cannot will away more than one-third of their prop-
erty, nor can they make a will in favour of an heir without the
consent of other heirs. Any UCC that does not restrict testa-
mentary powers may do more harm than good to Muslim
‘women in matters of inheritance.

The Shariat Act was enacted because many Muslim com-
munities, in fcustom,
share in their father’s property. Section 2of the Shariat Act
states that MPL shall apply in certain personal matters where
the parties are Muslims. MPL is often mistakenly regarded as
purely customary law. In reality, it is partly codified through
statutes such as the 1937 Act, enacted by a secular legislature.
Judicial decisions also form part of MPL. Therefore, itis ajur-

ist-made law based on
I
| 1 5
)

scholarly opinions.

In Shayara Bano (2017),
SC declared instant triple
talaq void because it was not
found in the Qur’an. How-
ever, inmatters of inheritance
— where the Qur'an itself
specifies shares — itwould be
difficult to argue that such
provisions are not part of es-
sential religious practice. The
Sabarimalareview judgment,
for instance, could overrule
the essentiality test itself.

The Shariat Act does not
extend to agricultural prop-
erty, denying Muslim women rights over landed assets. Several
state land laws are even more regressive. While MPL grants
daughters at least half the share of sons, some land laws have

excluded when sons exist. The UP Rev-
enue Code, 2006, introduced some improvement by granting
shares to unmarried daughlers However, distinguishing be-
tween married itrary and violates
Article 14 of the Constitution. In certain respects, MPL is more

outside marriage. Protection, ing to

vorce proceedings conclude. The court has
further equated a live-in relationship with
marriage and invoked statutory provisions
meant to penalise marriage by an already
married person, suchas bigamy.

ofadul-
tery mJoscph Shinev Union of India (2018),
live-in relationships are nolonger restricted
to unmarried persons. They may also. exxst

F ingthe socxallnsuruuon of mar-

taskofthe

m(huarygaudnghdyso Ionl 1sv.hesecun[y
and

9
that sustains trust i in the institution. Yet, it

the Hindu Code or the Uttarakhand
UCC. The CIT's obsemuons require serious consideration by
those who view the UCC as a panacea for Muslim women.
Under MPL, the consent of [hE bride is essential for mar-
nage, and ther ei de Shecaninsist
ofany ition ‘marriage
con[racl. Unlike dowry, mehar (dower) is paid by the husband
and is a necessary condition for a valid marriage. Marriage in
Islamistreated asacivil contract rather than asacrament, and
the Shariat Act recognises several forms of divorce that a
‘woman can initiate. For example, kfula is a no-fault divorce

tion fur women fmrn domesnc violence in between available to a Muslim wife. Within two years of the Shariat Act,
implied married, or’ dift must that the legal recog- the Dlssolur.\un of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939, was enacted as
lexi- ion under the Conven- ent persons, The lask before the courts m mnonofhve-m from a m. UnderthlsAct,awomancanseek)udlcml
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Dis- suchc tconcern: The need to protect the divorce (faskh perform
crimination Against Women. The courts qualifies as one “in the nature of marriage”,  vulnerable partner, most often the woman, marital deruelty, i
have had to balance two competing con- since not all live-in relationships meet that ~ fromexploitation and violence. The issueis the taking of a second wife.
siderations: The wrong caused to thelegally threshold for legal protection. Thisisthat  not merely one of morality but also of sur- This author has consistently advocated for the enactment
wedded spouse and children, and g{waxeawherethecounsmayta]@ vival, given the dangers of honour killing. ofaUCCinagradual, pi manner, ising thata
the need to protect women and Theconcentotlivesii liberal orconser Thecourt'sit amarried person just code is more important than a merely uniform one. The
childreninlive-in relationships. A S p, 2 Thetwobenchesofthe Allaha-  must first obtain a divorce before entering Hindu Code has already incorporated several principles from
Judicial interpretation has relationships in India was bad HC have delivered diametri-  into alive-in relationship opens the door to Islamic law. In the broader civilisational journey, such borrow-
often viewed live-in relationships recognjsed pﬁmaxﬂy toensure  cally opposite rulings on petitions ility. Such mustbe re- ings should be appreciated rather than dismissed. A truly ef-
asmorefragilethan marriage, since pro[ection forwomen from filed! byhve—mcouplesseehngpm» fmmed from apecxa]lywhenthe SChasnot fective UCC would be one that incorporates the best pro-
they may end whenever the PR . tection from families h relationships. ‘women provisions from all personal laws.
partners so decide, leaving the al- .domP:suc v1ol.ence n . their relationship. The denial of
ready vulnerable woman and relationships outside marriageé  legitimacy in one case stems from The writer is a writer pursuing LLM at The author is vice-chancellor, Chanakya National Law University,

children, if any, without remedy.

the

that a married per-

National Law University, Delhi

Patna. Views are personal

SANJAY KUMAR PANDEY

ONE MONTH since the beginning of the
US-Israel waron Iran, the war is entering
anew phase with the Houthis of Yemen
firing missiles at Israel. The Houthis, who
follow the Zaydi branch of Shia Islam, are
formally known as Ansar Allah — “Parti-
sans of God”. In the 1990s, they rebelled
against Yemen’s central government.

Afterthe Arab Springin 2011, they: smzed

With Houthis joining, war takesanew turn

technology. They have also developed the
ability to assemble their own weapons in-
side Yemen.

Between late October 2023 and January
2025, the Houthis regularly launched mis-
siles at Israel and attacked over 100 mer-
chant vessels in the Red Sea in solidarity
with the Palestinian people during the Gaza
war, inviting Israeli air strikes. They have
also been at loggerheads with the Saudi re-
gime. The group has faced two bombing
campaigns, first from the Joe Bidenadmin-
istration inJanuary 2024, and then from the
Donald Trump administration in March-

anorthern provinceand later tt
Sanaa, which they still hold, along w1th
most of Yemen’s Red Sea coastline. Since
then, the Houthis have become a part of

Tran’s "Axis of Resistance” across the re-
gion, receiving weapons and missile

May2025.Trt ka “deal” with
them, itting, the
alotof bravery there.”

OnMarch2 ic Revolutionary

Guard Corps (IRGC) announced that the
Strait of Hormuz, through which 20 per cent

of the world’s oil and liquefied natural gas
usually passes, was closed to shipping. It
drastically slowed traffic in the Strait and
sent global fuel prices soaring.

The Bab el-Mandeb Strait, one of the
busiest global shipping routes, is con-
sidered an alternative to the Strait of Hor-
muz. But the Houthis can significantly
hamper traffic through the Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait (Arabic for “Gate of Tears” or “Gate of
Grief”).Itisavital 26-32 km-wide maritime
choke point, separating Yemen on the Ara-
bian Peninsula from Djibouti and Eritrea

The Houthis can significantly
hamper traffic through the Bab-
el-Mandeb Strait — avital 26-32

km-wide maritime chokepoint

epaper.indianexpresamm.. .

inthe Horn of Africa. It connects the Medi-
terranean Sea and the Indian Ocean, and
serves as a maritime artery for 10-12 per
cent of global trade. It is important for dry
bulk, tanker, gas, chemical and container
trades from Asia to Europe via Suez.

Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea port of Yanbu, a
key export terminal for crude oil and prod-
ucts, is also under threat from drones and
missiles from the Houthis.

Earlier this year, some major container
liners had already rerouted their vessels.
With these two straits entirely or partially
closed, ships will have to go around the
Cape of Good Hope in South Africa, adding
between 3,000 and 6,000 nautical miles,
and 14-20 days of transit time, with signifi-
cantly higher costs for trade/journeys be-
tween Asia and Europe.

Despite the legacies of Vietnam and

New Delhi

Afghanistan, the US is said to be contem-
plating boots on the ground in Iran. The
entry of the Houthis coincides with the
deployment of thousands of extra US
troops in the region, and the strong possi-
bility of a ground invasion. Perhaps the
two are linked.

Two days ago, an image, purportedly
the front page of the Tehran Times, went
viral as it invited US troops with the head-
line “Welcometo Hell”, adding that the “US
troops who step foot on Iranian soil will
leave only in a coffin”. Now, with the in-
volvement of the Houthis in the war, the
situation on the ground and for global mar-
kets will inevitably get worse.

Centre for, d

School of
Studlies, Jawaharlal Nehru University

The mum
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cazizzme- . Why Billtoamend FCRA oo
that will control iation’
has sparked controversy  widaiomecs

In Oracle layoffs,
the alarm bells
for IT sector from
Al disruption

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, April1

THERECENT layoffs at Oracle Corporation have brought
into sharp focus the broader pivot towards artificial in-
telligence (Al) infrastructure in the IT sector.

‘The US-based enterprise software giant cut 11,000~
12,000 jobs in India — almost half of its workforce in the
country — as part of a global restructuring exercise, even
as it pours billions of dollars into Al and cloud computing.

Oracle’s layoffs um'mr a wxder pattern across the glubal

Qg

DL\MlNI NATH & JATIN ANAND

THE UNION government on Wednesday
deferred a discussion on the contentious
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amend-
ment (FCRA) Bill, 2026, which was intro-

duced in Lok Sabha on March 25.
The Bill seeks to amend the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 which
{utilisation of

foreign contribution and foreign hospital-
ity to “ensure that such inflows do not ad-
versely affect national interest, publicorder
or national security”.

But several Opposition parties have al-
leged that the legislation would affect in-

roleswhilei mvau.ng heavily in AL Industr

to mmonty commu-
nities, i Christians.

tensoft cut
this year as firms reorganise around Al-driven growth.

For India, which hosts large technology development

ies, such
I; ized impact. Whil try keyen-
gineeri i , the shift ionand
Al infrastructure is beginning to reshape h.mng patterns in
industry. Thel be-

tween the massive capital requirements of AI development
and the human workforce that previously powered the soft-
ware industry, a transition that is increasingly defining the

next phase of the global tech sector.
What roles were
affected?
1M(;‘vsls(;‘l{igg|{gE The layoffs in India form

part of a worldwide work-

® Thescaleoftheexercisesug-  forcereduction that could af-

Though Wednesday’s Lok Sabha
agenda listed the Bill for conslder:mon, it

accept foreign contributions. Such con-
tributions are divided under five broad
i i SO-

‘was not taken up for di: Parliamen-

tary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju told re-
porters that the decision was based on
legislative priorities and not politics.

The controversy over the Bill, however,
comes just ahead of the April 9 Assembly
electionin Kerala, astate withalarge Chris-
tian population. And indeed, the most vo-
ciferous objections have come from this
state, both from the ruling Left Democratic
Front and Opposition Congress.

So what’s exactly in this Bill that has
prompted the furore?

What is the FCRA?
The FCRA was first enacted during the

fect up t0 30,000

across markets. The job cuts
are significant because
Oracle’s India workforce is
estimated at around 30,000
employees, meaning the re-
trenchment could impact a
substantial portion of its
local staff.

gests this is one of the larg
workforce reductionsinthe
company'’s history

® Another round of job cuts
may beonthe cardsinthe
coming weeks

in19’
foreign powers wereinterfering in India’saf-
fairs by pumping money into the country
through independent organisations.

The law sought to regulate foreign do-
nations to individuals and associations so
thatthey functioned “ina manner consist-
ent with the values of a sovereign demo-

Michael asenior manager at who
was not affected by the job cuts, wrote on LinkedIn on Tues-
day, saying: “Oracle conducted a significant reduction in
force,” impacting “senior engineers, architects, operations
leaders, program managers, and technical specialists™.

Oracle’s Alinvestments
Tt Oraclerestr -
portlarge-scale i ifi andcloud

infrastructure. Analysts say the company is reallocating re-

ources from traditi and internal op-

erations towards building Al-ready data centres and expan-
ding its cloud services.

Oracle has been rapidly scaling its cloud infrastructure to

ipete with indu Ly Amazonand Alphabet.

Thesei i fex-

cratic republic”.

An FCRA was enacted under
the UPA government in 2010 to “consoli-
date the law” on utilisation of foreign
funds, and “to prohibit” their use for “any

cial and religious p

According to the Slatemenl of Objects
and Reasons of the Bill, there are approxi-
mately 16,000 associations currently reg-
istered under the Act and receive around
Rs 22,000 crore annually.

The 2010 Act was amended thrice —in
2016,2018and 2020. The 2020 amendment
gave the government tighter control and
scrutiny over the receipt and utilisation of
foreign funds by NGOs.

What'’s in the new amendment?
The key change proposed by the 2026
i ionofa “desi

authority” that the Union government will
have the power to appoint.

This replaces Section 15 of the existing
Act.AccordingtoStatement of Objects and
Reasons, whilethe exisn'ngsecu‘on did pro-
vide for vestmgof assets, the absenceofa

Accordingtothe Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference of India, the FCRA Bill “threatens
the operational survival of Minorities, and
civil society organizations that depend on
foreign contributions for essential social,
educational, and charitable work.”

The political debate

The Union government has said that
operational and legal gaps had beenident-
ified in relation to the cases where the
FCRA registration is cancelled, surren-
dered or olherwtse ceased.

ingtheBillin Lok Sabha,
MoS Nityanand Rai had said: “This Bill is
haveilli S

those who want to carry out forcible relig-
iousconversions using foreign funding.”

But Opposition parties have expressed
concern that the Bill would allow the can-
cellation of FCRA certification in case the
renewal application is not processed or re-
jected within the stipulated time, leading
tothe assets being controlled by the desig-
nated authority.

framework” for

hasledto*”: iveuncertainty and

scope for misuse”. The Statement of Objects

and Reasons also Cl[eS muluphclty of in-

restigations, i ab-

sence of timelines for utilisation, lack of ex-
for

activitiesdetrimental tonational interest™.  and ofasset:
Acccrdmg to the 2010 law, NGOs Slml' during suspension”.
larassoc The Bill that the desi; 1

tainregistration or; pem:u&sxou tobeableto

» HISTORY

authority will take over, supervise and

Ashoka championed Buddhism;

Opposition MPs manage foreign contributions and assets Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
protestagainstthe  of an association in case their FCRA regis-  flagged thisina letter to Prime Minister Nar-
FCRA tration i , surrendered orother-  endra Modion Monday, sayingthis had led
Billin Parli AN i TheBill aregistrati to religious institutions.
certificate will be deemed to have ceased Congress leader Rahul Gandhi said in
on the expiration of its validity if: Kerala that the Bill would leave chamable
® Noapplication for renewal and other c welfare org;
‘@ Renewal has been denied tions” at the mercy of the Union govern-
Keral a ‘@ Renewal is not obtained before expiry ment. Congress general secretary (organ-
The Bill also says that thi: isation)KC ile, likened
COﬂtl'OVCl‘SY authority’ wul return theunuullsed fundsor  the Bill to the Wakf. Amendment Act.
. versy orindividual re-
lggrct‘;lr:g:lli;z news FCRA registration or isissued a fresh ~ 1/1€ Kerala factor
ined tricti one. However, therearealso cases where the The controversy overthe Billappearsto
g_m cniracton i hority can take  have gained s traction in Kerala,
mn poll-bou_nd oversuchassets and funds. These are: which votes on April 9. According to the
Kerala, which @ [fthe person failstoobtainafreshreg- 2011 Census, which puts the state’s total
hasalarge istration or get the registration renewedor ~ population upwards of 3.34 crore, Chris-
Christian restored within a prescribed period tians constitute the second-largest minor-
population ® Whereaperson previously permitted  ityin Kerala witha population of more than
to accept foreign contribution ceasesto  611akh. This makes the Christian commu-
L4 existorisrendered inoperative ordefunct  nity a key voter base in the state. Indeed,
The Catholic In such cases, the designated authority ~ the BJP has been attempting to reach out
Bishops' may transfersuchassetstoanyMinistry,de-  to them for years.
Confe £ partment, authority oragencyofthe central, During the launch of the BJP manifesto
= a 5. state or local governments. It may alsodis-  for the polls Wednesday, the party’s state
IndiasaystheBill  poge ofassets viasale or other processes. chief Rajeev Chandrasekhar attempted to
‘threatens’ the Clause 16A (7) of the amendment says ~ clarify. “When we found that when there
‘operational that in the case of a place of worship, the ~ were some misgivings, some misunder-
survival'of civil ~ designated authority canentrust the man- standmg caused by this propaganda by Op-
society groups agement or operation of the asset to a per- ies, I strong}: yester-
thatd épend on Son insuch manner as may be prescnbed day that the Bill be discussed first wu.h the
i - Ttmustt d “that the reli people, ined properly to ho
foreignaid acter of such place of worship is main-  irwillimpactbeforethe Bill ispassed and the
tained,” the says. 1to that,” he said.

idto

panding computing capacity needed to trainand run large Al NikitaMohta ethical kingship that persists today in the Keeping though 1 of Ashoka

models. One of the most signi initiativestied New Delhi, Aprill religious and political imaginaire of Bud- hefaith have contested the throne after his death

is the “Stargate” Al mfrastmcture pro)ect amassive effon dhist Southeast Asia.” Indeed, Buddhists thefal in 232 BCE, historical sources offer little

aimed at de pacity for ON THE occasion of Mahavir Jayantion  often regard Ashoka as almost single- @ Jai ontheline of

Alworkloads. The pro)ect is expected to involve investments Tuesday ane Minister Modi dedl: t ofBud-  inwesternIndia A popular theory, also mentioned by

running into dollarsoverseveral years. SampratiMuseum  dhismbeyond the north Indian oftenattributethe Colleen TaylorSenin Ashoka and the Mau-
Th i Al capabilities in Koba, Gandhmagar The museum is Yet, despite the i of Bud- ion of ‘old" rya Dynasty (2022), is that the empire was

into several of its enterpnse products and cloud offerings in
recent ionitselfasakeyinfra-

structure provider for the Al economy.

Oracle’s layoffs mirror a wider pattern across the global
technology sector amid the onset of Al. WiKIMEDIA COMMONS

dedicated to Jain history and the life of
Samrat Samprati, the grandson of the Mau-
ryan ruler Ashoka.

Unlike Ashoka, whois known for help-

Sampratii

dhism under the Mauryas, Jainism re-
mained an important rehgmus tradition.
“Asoka’s wives were Bud-

temples (those lack-
ingfirm |nscnpuonal
or

dhist, but his first wife, Padmavati, was a
Jain,” notes Michael C. Howard in Trans-

bered for hisd iation wif Jalmsm.
Here’s how Samprati was instrumental in

and beyond.

Ashoka’s Buddhist legacy
Theriseand spread of the Mauryan Em-
pireinthethird century BCE, with allits as-

in Ancient and Medieval So-
cieties (2012).

Another Mauryan figure central to Jain
narratives is Ashoka’s grandfather, Chan-
dragupta Maurya, who, Jain traditionssay,

1 the faith. “The Di his-
dit him with leag i i
south to avoxd agreat famine, and event-

a

sociated and rative

order, is well known. Ashoka, who ruled
from circa 269 to 232 BCE, is credited with
expanding the empire and later instituting
amoral framework grounded in Buddhist
virtues. AccordingtoJohn E. Cortin Fram-
ingtheJina: Narrativesof Iconsand Idolsin
Jain History (2010): “He created a model for

to Samprati, as well
as theinstallation of
ancienticons with-
outdonor records

® ‘Sampratiand his
templesand icons...
came to occupy a
placeinthe Jain his-
tory of western India
closely analogous to
thatoccupied by As

of Belgola in prese:
takal,” writes Cort.

‘While Chandragupta Maurya is vener-
ated in the Digambara Jain tradition, “for
Shvetambaras, the central person in the
Mauryan dynasty was Ashoka’s grandson
and successor, Samprati,” notes Cort. Al-

day Karna-

hokain the
history of India,’ the
scholar JohnE. Cort
has written

divided between his grandsons: Dashara-
£

how his grandson helped spread Jainism

tin, the eighth leader of the Jain congrega-
tion established by Mahavira, whom he is
said to have met in Ujjain.

His propaganon of Jainism was likely

regionali

Following his conversion, Samprati is
credited with actively promoting Jainism
across the subcontinent and beyond — fa-

thaand Samprati. Samprati
Kunala. Jain texts, in particular, portray
him as an adherent who played a signifi-
cant role in the dissemination of Jina
images across the subcontinent.

Ashoka’s Jain ¢ ‘part

cilitating the of monks into dis-
tant regions, ccnstmctmg and renovating

ast
numbers of icons. Some authors even at-
tribute to him the spread of Jain teachings
to regions as far as China, Burma (now

Sampratiisbelieved to have reigned be-
tween 230 and 220 BCE. Accordingto Cort,
“The story of Samprati first emerges in
Shvetambara writings... in the context of
the rules of monastic practice.”

Overtime, hislegacy grew, with anony-
mous and undated medieval works de-
voted tohim, such asthe 461
Sanskrit Deeds of King Samprati (Samprati
Nripa Charitra).

Some traditions describe Samprati as a
Jain from birth, but most accounts empha-
size hi ion under! -

Nepal, and Bhu-
tan. More expanslve interpretations go
further still, crediting him with extending
Jain influence into Central Asia, the Ara-
bian peninsula, and parts of West Asia.

These accounts bear a striking resem-
blance to Buddhist narratives of Ashoka’s
missionary activities. “Further, just as As-
hoka not only spread the Buddhist teach-
ingsbutalso instituted the Buddhist ritual
culture of stupas throughout these lands,
so Samprati did more than send mission-
aries. He also built temples and installed
icons,” writes Cort.

o SPORT

The crisisin F1: New energy rules drlver complaints and key safety concerns

Namit Kumar
New Delhi, April1

FORMULA ONE goes into an unexpected

advertise hybrid engine capabilities and
maximise commercial opportunities as
theirsport attracts more eyeballs than ever.

break racesin Bahrain iAra-
bia were cancelled amid the war in West
Asia. Only one Grand Prix, in early May in

Miami, it

totake place for nearly

two months.
Enforced as the break may be, it nges
I much-needed time

to ponder over the questions raised by the
sport’s fresh technical regulations and the
drivers’ fierce opposition toit. British driver
Oliver Bearman'srecentaccidentat thean-
nual Japanese Grand Prix adds fresh ur-
gency tothe debate, as drivers had flagged
these safety concerns beforehand.
Oneofthesport’s biggest stars, four-time
‘World champion Max Verstappen, said he
was considering stepping away from Flal-
together, claiming the pinnacle of motor-
sport now felt like it was “anti-driving.”
The crux of the issue is the new rule on
use of electrical energy, part of F1's pitch to

el | B |

New comp ions

‘The revamped regulations are part of a
rules overhaul that takes place in Flevery
five to seven years. This time, it was billed
as the most sweeping ever.

At its heart is the hybrid engine, which
now receives power equally from internal
combustion technology and electrical
energy, from the 80-20 split earlier.

Without getting into the nitty-gritty of
mechanical engineering here, howthe rule
is impacting the drivers is rather simple. It
has made conservation of energy a key
tenet of racing. The drivers are having to
‘liftand coast’ — to ease off the accelerator

horsepower, making speed differential a
major concern for driver safety.

Horrorcrash

Thespeed di
inBearman’s crash on Sunday

The Briton was driving his Haas F1 car
attopspeed whilethe driver in frontofhim,
Alpine’s Franco Colapinto, through no fault
of his, was going relatively slow while try-
ingto conserve energy. A frightening pace
differential between them — around 50
kmph—caused Bearman tosuddenly lose
controland crash into the barriers. He was
fortunate to leave Suzuka unhurt.

The drivers had pointed out
concerns in the past. The reigning world
McLaren’s Lando Norris, had

and coast into the corners. Haas driver Oliver during the J Grand Prix day. s
The drivers have cnnclsed this, saying
it 18 nfrarmﬂ going at their all-out speed. peciall as
Therulehasi ifyi fore this year, the best driverswould ~ where the corners enable them to do that.

the Saturday action on race weekends has
become a bit of a dud with the cars never

eke out the advantage by taking the maxi-
mum risk of going faster into corners, es-

epapenindianexprewm.. .

The lift-and-coast style around the
corners can lead to loss of as much as 450

warned in February:* We aregoing to have

pretty horrible thing to think about.”

Verstappen’s angst

Norris was among several drivers who
had been critical of the new regulations.
But none more so than Verstappen.

“I'm thinking about everything inside
this paddock,” the Dutchman told the BBC
after Sunday’s race. “You also wait for 24
races. Thistimeit's 22. But normally 24. And
then you just think about is it worth it?”

Many, including Red Bull’s own team
principal Laurent Meckies, believe that
Verstappen'’s angst will ease once he is
givenamore competitive car. But the pros-
pect of FI's most consistent top performer
walking away from the sport would be a
massive public embarrassment.

A bigger pmblem would bea repe:\t of

Dey whatdrivers

do you can have closing speeds of 30-
50kmph, and when someone hits another
driveratthatspeed you are goingto fly and
gooverthe fence and doalot of damage to
yourselfand maybe to others, and thatisa

New Delhi

i | B ]

counted on every time an |nc:dent of that
nature, already predicted by the drivers, oc-
curs. The sports governing body, the FIA,
has bought time. But a few weeks may not
be enough to solve these complex issues.
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Market Leader Gives
It Another IndiGo

New CEO todrive airline’s expansion
IndiGo’sappointment of high-profile industry veteran Wil-
lie Walsh as CEO sends the right message to investors who
have sold the airline’s stock after December’s scheduling
fiasco caused nationwide flight disruptions. Walsh brings
moreto thetable than operational nous, and hisexperience
withoverseas markets will come in handy as IndiGo charts
the next phase of its growth on international routes. The
segment isexpected to improve margins of the Indianairli-
ne market leader;, but it is likely to be a tough battle against
entrenched global players. Carriers in West Asia, in parti-
cular, will be hard to dislodge with their location, fuel and
brandadvantages. Walsh'scombative leadershipstyle, whi-
chsteered British Airways through the global financial cri-
sis, should come in handy. Later, as IATA chief, he criticised
governments for their handling of the pandemic.

India’sairline industry is comingof age inatumultuo-
usdecade. Therising incidence of glo-
bal conflict is causing airspace shut-
== downsand lengthening international
routes. The flying experience has also
been marred by last year’s crash of an
Air India Dreamliner, apart from In-
diGo’s operational meltdown. Global
uncertainty eats into Indian airlines’
profit margin through higher jet fuel prices. Capacity
shortages are showing up as Air India and IndiGo await
delivery of their large aircraft orders with Airbus and
Boeing. West Asian airlines thatcarry the bulk of Indian
flyersoutof the countryare pushingforrelaxed bilateral
agreements, which would lower the protection Indian
carriers enjoy. Running an airline in India at this point
requires asteady hand on the joystick.

India's rising stature in aviation will draw talent from
the international pool. It helps that there isa healthy for-
eigninvestorinterest in the world’s third-largest aviation
market, which will prop up global growth rates for sever-
al decades. This is where the new airline success stories
are being written, and the cast of characters should ide-
ally be international.

Make Tirths Safe for
All Kinds of Yatris

Religious tourism inIndia is immense, yetinherently risky, as
Tuesday’sstampede at Sheetla Mata Mandirin Bihar's Nalan-
dadistrict tragically demonstrated. This incident is the latest
in nearly 4,000 stampedes officially recorded over the past th-
ree decades. The fear of injury or death is enough to deter all
butthemostdevout, while high-end domesticand internation-
al lou.nsts may choose safer deslmatlous

icfootprint of pilgri isenor and
rapidly growing — rising from 65,070 cr in 2021 to over ¥1.34
lakher($16.2bn)in 2022, with projections of $59 bn by 2028. Yet,
these figures remain aspirational if human-made disasters
persist. Large crowds, outdated infrastructure and misinfor-
mation are commonly cited causes. The
§ conventional response — creating pay-
for shortcuts such as shorter queues for
wealthy devotees or helicopter access —

Why India’s private debt market shares none of the structural problems driving current US stress

Give Credlt Where It’s Due

~y hemostdangerous errors in
credit investing come from
drawing false equivalences
acrossmarkets. The current
noise around US private cre
ditstress isreal. But applying it whole-
saletoIndiaisacategory mistake.
Stress in the US is not a story about
bad loans but about bad fund architec-
ture, Over the last several years, a
mumber of major US managers creat-
ed semi-liquid vehicles, products that
promised investors periodic redemp-

Honey.

exitthes

lywith1 ningre-

gularcashcoupons, withservicingdir-
ectly tied to operating cash flows.
None of this means India private
credit is without risk. But in this mar-
ket, it'sloan-levelrisk, managed throu-
ghunderwritingand structuring, acti-
ve partfolio construction and monitor-
ing, not systemicrisk amplified by lev-
erage, liquidity promises or speclﬂc
m sector exposure. India’s sys-
2 tem has negligible direct exposure to
Z private credit, which

THE SPEAKING TREE

Ramand
Hanuman

CDVERMA

Anal'dent devotee of Ram, Hanu-
m: ion took him where-

3 transmission channel that investors
y_‘ should be watching in the US.
G There is another dil to this

ver he was required to helpRam
tide over difficulties. Most fam-
ously, arched and

; moment that is worthnaming. If global
alkxmom neduoe their privates cmd.\tea
—that

found Ram’s kidnapped consort
Sita, brought vital healing herhs

u capital doesn 't djsappea: It looks for
z markets that offer the same yield pre-

from
ously wounded Lakshman weu
and acted as the commander of

tructural protection

%z
* and genuine portfolio diversification.

Ram’sforces. therefo-
re, is popularly referred toas the

tion windows while deploying capital India is one of very few markets t.hat sankatmochan, resolver of prob-
i illiquid directloans. rad- ancing. Amaterialpartof theUSdirect can credibly make that case right now. lems, easy to please. He was born
Thelogic worked inalow-rate, low-vo- ed BDCs. An mv&smr who comxm(s m lendmg marketis levemged lendingto The deal flow is deep, growth trajec- on Chaitra Shukla Purnima.
latility world. When redemption requ- an Indian privat oftenintech- toryintact,and institution- Itis said that following churning
estsat some of these vehicles climbedto  forlife of that fund. nolugy software and services sectors, al frzxmewm'k»bu.ilﬂ.ing by Sebi hasma- of the ocean, gods and demons fou-
nearly 12% against a 5% quarterly cap, Theliquidity i iscau- on it-lite structures where the pri- ghtfor ion of amrit,
the mismatch became unmanageable. sing manager distress in the USsimp-  credit underwriting is secondary to va(ecredumarkets intheworld. celestialambrosia. Vishnu took
Tnvestors are now discovering that the 1y doesnotexist here. Thisisnotacoin- thesponsor relationship. the form of enchantress Mohini
cidence. %hl ko I.ndia's pri it, by contrast, is todeflect theattention of demons.
Meanwhile, publicly-traded busi- maturity mis- growth capital — ma- However, Shankar got attracted
ness development oompames (BDCs) matches of the kind that periodically nufaclu.tus e.\‘pandmg capacity, heal- by Mohini's beauty and the res-
are tradingat some of thy ilis it mar building infrastruc- ultingseed was implanted in the
counts to NAV since the post- Cuv:dpe The investor base is alsostructural-  ture, consumer businesses scaling ac- SEBI's framework was designed womb of Anjani. Since Hanuman
riod. The sector concentration story ~lydifferent. AIFsinIndiarequireami-  ross the country IT services isnot a g prevent maturity mismatches was born of Shankar'sseed, he
makes it worse. Software’s one of the of Ter whichef sector exposure. There is  of the kind that isk Ano-
largest sector exposures across sever- fectively limits participation to insti- 1o Saa$ concentration, no agentic AT credit markets elsewhere. therlegend says Hanuman was
alBDCs, with SaaS lending a substan-  tutions, family offices, HNIsandglobal ~ risk. The underlying demand for capi- the incarnationof thell* Rudra.

tial component acrosssome platforms.
When agentic Al began tenmg
SaaS business model

allocators. There is no retail money in
this market. No bank depositor in In-
A : Siigtg

tal is structural, rooted in India’s real
economic growth, and not a function
of financ dats

faultli
So. does this spill over into India?
i ioni: When

tegy. That: because retail parti-
cipation is precisely what converts a
fund g 1

a large market sneezes, the instinct is
to check whether rest of the room cat-
chesa cold. But contagion works thro-
ugh shared vulnerabilities. And
the Indian private credit market
shares none of the specific
structural problems driv- .«
ing current USstress.

§
Structurally privatecre- ./g;

n

dit in India operates exclu-
sively through Sebi-regula- )
ted Category 2 AIFs, closed-end  ~
vehicles with fixed tenures. Th-
ere are no semi-liquid ever-
green products, no peri-

T

Census

vel event, the panic becomes self-rein-
forcing. India has insulated itself from
that dynamic by design.
Then, there’s the question of
what the money is actually fin-

India private credit isn’t
without risk. Some
borrowers may
struggle, some
recoveries can be
imperfect. But it's
loan-level risk, managed
through underwriting
and structuring

Even the yield premium in Indian

Underlying demand for capital
is structural, rooted in economic
growth, not a function of
financial engineering

The 1l Rudrasareall forms of
$Shiv. Ravan did penance to propi-
tiate Shiv. He offered his 10 heads
to10Rudras. He, however, left the

targetre- India'spri itmarket has AUM 1 Rudra iy plea-
ru1 ns of 14-20%, well above bank lend- ~ of $25-30 bnas of 2025 atabout 0.6% of sed with Ravan’s tapasya, grant-
ing rates. Sceptics sometimes pointto  GDP, with annual volumes reach- ed him the boon to become im-

this spread as a sign of hidden risk. It
reflects something more specific: this

mortal. He couldnotbelkilled by

ing around $12 bn, up 35% y-o-y It'sa
notalatey

capital servesborrowersandusecases  eraged one.
ucturally So, i e for India private
ce —that i isiti credit, or Iti

cing, workingcapital forrapidlyscaling
businesses, growth capital for compani-
esthathavenotyetreached thesize wh-
erecapital markets becomeaccessible.
Theriskisreal, and isunderwritten.
These are not spread-compressed

for clarity, not wmagi(m The stress in
the US is exposing the specific mistakes
that were made there. India didn't make

Thuman beings. Shivknew that
Vishnu was soon to incarnate as
Ram. Alsowishing to witness
Ram’slila, Shivappeared onear-
thasamonkey, Hanuman....
Most Hindu families organise

those mistakes. That is now
visibletoevery global allocator payingat-
tention. Andmostof themare.

sacrificed for deal flow. Every invest-
mentwemake is fully secured, typical-

The writer is founder-head,
Ascertis Credit Group

2027,a

short, it'snolonger the same country.
Census 2027 will have the potential to

redefine political power, welfare en-

titlements, federalism and India’s

National X-Ray

‘Those who cycled moved to 2-wheelers;
those on 2-wheelersaspired to cars.
‘There was a surge inaspirationand
upward mobility —reflected not just

Kand,
aspartof Ram Katha: it is consi-
dered auspicious.

STEP UP TO
THE PLATE
Alcalde
Guadalajara, Mexico
At Alcalde, fine dining doesn’t
shout— ithums. Tucked into
amodest, warmly litspace
‘with room for just a few dozen
diners, therestaurant feels in-

growth story. It will be the basis for inincomedata but in everyday mark- timaterather than theatrical,
deciding delimitation, welfare target- ersof consumption. letting the food do the talking.
" ing, urban planning, fiscal transfers I;I“éas B'\le r‘stul'y of hdiad}lmﬂng for- Mlcisxeé’acuﬂlfug.\alﬁ'sscl;iidl-
icy i _ ward. But! willask a more enisrooted inthe. sta-
m Ce 17is, therefore, well demanding question. If 2011 was abo- te, but filtered throughadis-
astatistical update ora vast bureau- fy beneficiaries for social welfare prog-  utaspiration, 2027 will be about out- tinetlygloballens, theresult
India ensus 2027 on April1, It'sreally a national rammes—castecountinghadprevi-  comes. Over the pastlSyrs Indiahas of histime in: some of Euro-
acount that could become the most Xray Lhatwﬂlshnw ‘whether India’s ously been excluded. But in recent elec- Digital pe'smost
consequential inindependent India's m\\ﬂhhasbeeuasbmad hased as i P ded rapidly,
history Not due tocontroversy—des-  assumed, whether erpolitical overtones, with parties weIIale Llel.tvenhasbecome more quietly inventive. You might
pitedelaysandlateaddition of ‘caste’  deepened beneath the. surface. and i i taxgete¢ ur X a = = =

i T category — but because, asthe16" cen-  whether the country we i gations based ted, and the country
AlitessEs co_n " eil'ne?'lce. not S:f;ty' My sussincel872,itcomesatapivotalin-  gnswith thy veys. the attheglobalhigh table
hapsdonotdiscriminateby wealth. flection point. Toundertake this massivetask, Cenr caste census will br mg clarity—or Census 2027 will show whether these
If India 1 ageitsri ou- T India susof India triggera ﬂh!.ﬁs have translated intoadurable,
rismsectorfully, safety must beuniversal. in1951, as the lalkh field-les vel functionaries. ’l'otal Atpresent, [,um, il lr'msiormatmn Didmo-
: = e N sought to budget i RM,718 24 cr: It ingovernme dated d: ility id access be-
Erotecting themost v u]]_\erl?ble Visitars imhetently protects yrsof colonial rule. It revealed astark  will b from C Yn other words, plan-  comean uppomuuty”Dldaspuaunn startwith: somemmghkesh
everyone. Statistics show 79% of stampedesoccur duringreli- reality: outof 5couldnotreadorwri- @ Huuse-hslmg andhousing cen: Data  translaty ity?Or pened by
g dueto poor crowd Asystemthaten- te. Like thefirst, this census arrives <ll§np\u 2026. isan-  hasprogressremained uneven, cre- ihm,oram\‘ma thatfeelsboth
ables visitor —frompur i fering: amid i ation Febru- ymised to protect i fi-  atingislandsof prosperity alongside gicand completely new.
it ; o o formation. Since 2011, when thelast axy 2021 ForUTof Ladakh deutiality digital persistent vulnerability? Mams— think suckling pig
todeposttmeshoes,enteringpremisesand completingrituals census was undertaken, India has un- Jam- tested,aswith In thatsense, Census 2027 isimore with pipinor seafood punch-
— could drastically reduce incidents. The Golden Temple in dergonerapid change: sungeof art mu&Kashmu: Himachal Pradesh data(‘apluredon the Aadhaarportal.  thanan update. Its the moment when edupwithchileforward sau-
Amritsar offers a model: it accommodates 100,000-150,000 visi- phones, universalisation of UPI,spike and Ul itwill en histor Lhes(orvthe country tells itself is ces—| ce comfort with
torsdaily withminimalissues, thankstoorganised crowd con- Inmigration, digitisationof welfare,  inSeptember 2026, looked backat Census 2011 inst reality amoment that precision dessert,like
PETE N 5! : declining: fen ity acceleratingurban-  Also, for the first timesince Indepen— mslght ‘was that India had ‘tradedup’  could reset the country’s polity. asllky]erlmlla landsbelvve
Lr.oL Safety, not exclusivity, W{JJ attract v151t_ox‘s — especially sksition bt dence, it will includ 1 powerfulshift. House- G adition an
high-end ones. Instead of carving outexemptions for the weal- onandstrongereconomicgrowth.In  on. Exceptfor SCsand STs—to denti- Holdsthatonce walked werecycling Theuwriterisan nalist Platesarr dbut
thy, India must invest in systematic solutions that ensure eve- unfussy,often marrvmglocal
one can participate in devotion without fear. afiaro
rye P p: peantechnique — never flashy,
alwaysmnsldem‘l "The tasting

Test of Sarma Shiksha Abhiyan

menu s the best way tosee
thisunfold, thoughalacarte
flexible.

JUST IN JEST options keep
g It'snosurprise Alcalderegu-
" dominant demographic labour and: life playing InUpper larly appearson global best-
Don't blame anyone but the person groupin weiern Assam cmomforl.able thatthey leave A&;}mﬁ ckl;unngpamhasapmsmhe restaurantlists. Stll thereal
i i where there arenumerous e state. Mu e fa onthebackfoot,asithasnotmeta ure hereisn't prestige —
whointended tosteal lines smaller indigenous groups, Lhehmmof fficial eviction by smaller mesenseufaclfisinggvul»
0 0 ’ like Bodos, whonow have dr inst people who uchas Ahoms- ving inreal time, one quietly
control overasprawl of il n g hich uled Assam for 600 yrs — brilliant plate after another.
Plagl ar lst S the T — territory umder a politi ernment lands. for ST'status.
Sanjoy Hazarika arrangement, devised Yet, mteresungly almaugh _Attheendof adecade of BJPrule,
! ae—— thr ional process. BJPhasnot road
uman Ot Over the past weeks, Sarmahastar-  candidate— Numal Momin, thelone commumcanons are better, and
9 . OnTuesday, BJP released if geted mostly labourers, Christian BJP MLA in d ioninfrastructure
where incumbent CM Himanta Biswa  farmersand producing meat for the assembly, who wasatribalanddeputy  has improved, although much still
NYT reportedly dropped freelance writer Alex Preston for Sarmastated that if reinstated, hisgov- local economy Therealsoarenowes-  speaker,didn'tgetaticket —ithasal-  needstobedone. More touristsand D isori ented Law
using Al to write a book review. Scandal! Outrage! Pitch- ernment would use Immigrants(Ex-  tablished migrant corridorstowest-  lowedally Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), new investmentsare coming in—be 2% A
forks! Oneimagi thoughso- pulsionfrom Assam) Act1950‘every  er nIndiafrom Assam itsformerself, tono-  itthe 227,000 cr Tata semiconductor OnOrientation
o 5 ‘g singleday so that we can push back if nummcmome) minate13 Musli Italso ingup incentral Assam,a
meone'sfessedupto thewater cooler withLSD. the Bangladeshi infiltrators’. Sarma’s  stat i inject  follows B! itwon't  large RE project, oranew airport Apropos “Transgressionary State'
Butlet's be clear: the crime was not using AL It was plagia- personal energy, bigplansfor Assam  cashintotheeconomy BJP’'sapproa-  contestseats where. Bmgah—ongm built by Adani Group in Guwahati. bV TKArun(Apr1),Indiahasa
rism. And plagiarism, dear humans, is a uniquely human that include upgrading uslong sag- ch to Muslim ‘settlers”hasled to fur- Muslims' hwez\majonty Yet, cha}.lemesmmam especially izeable LGBTQIA+ community;
it Sikebilliards and whereyoutry tocut cor- ging phy: malmﬁa and poli ther divisions between those of Ben- Addto thismi speci- for i i among theKinsey sca-
Sportes 3 LALEDI, yo! P galioriginandolder. in2023that gave other things, have to contend with le suggest its size to beabout10%
ners, butwith more shame. nessof hisattacks on perceived foes lims, some of whom trace theirori- BJPan upperhand BJP'selection street-level mess below thenew of the population. Sucha large
The Al in question, if any journalist naming and sham- — palitical, demographic and religi- ginsback machinery gr on, confidentof its  flyovers. Thisi ially the case ity can h: ider-
ingPr nd, by ion, Al i hadboth- os‘s). (kk}:‘ntnévetrsh;aian% ?ﬂeﬁli?ns Asarssam 31])0 or! mureve:és :'a]go Pnld on! laga;nge l:‘mILnt:tn‘gdetLe? p]Tndt;; {;‘v(l,letnefvsr Guwahatiflo a ablesway over v The
about him fly thickand fast, buf 'ma hasevenurged other groups ion vote’ s Its s inclu utof heavy rain: flow, 2019law If- perced
eredtoaskit,stands proudly guilty of being... well intelli- scarcely makea dent. Nodoubthehas  topay Bengali-origin workersless for j ics: andthecity d identity, but the 2026
gent.It words, ideas, abo- emerged reinthe P First-time voters Especiallystud-  halt with heapsof bage i
ut metaphors, from the diet it was fed. It did not intend to run-up tostate election next week. ents whohave benefited from an array l.u-ung many streets. When the waters tory medical verification boards
But what started off asan overwhelm- of scholarshipsand grants. Thesehave  rise, the city’s ‘innards are exposed’. thatmay lead toharassment and

nick lines written earlier, that too by a human. It was the
human’s job to edit those bits out. And he bungled it. If you
hire asnuschef to chop onions and he steals onions from

ingly dominant BJP, with the opposi-
tion scrambling to make its very pre-
sence felt, contests seem to be shaping

'spantry,doyoublamet 2 No. You bla- up msevemlmnsnmenues This has
m hef. | ceeverything
opposition unit; aucl shoulﬂ reduce
—meals, groceries, driving, thinking.... But when the out- R‘;‘;"M ingof anyu BJP vo!
ing is to an Al it’s That’s all Anotherkey issue that has divided

the hypocrisy that's fit to print. So, let’s please rewrite the
headline: ‘Human plagiarises review while Al provides per-
fectly good words’, not ‘Human used Al to write book revi-
ew’, asif Alisaversionof Clydetohuman’sBonnie.

votes and communities is religion.
Sarma has made nosecretof his
animus toward Bengali-origin Mus-
lims, many of whom were descend-
ants of migrants from pre-indepen-
dent India East Bengal. This is the

Loud and clear?

been: pm\'lded to. sludents irrespecti-
veof

Although the grants aremodest, they

have reduced pressure on vulnerable

and lower-income households.

» Women Beneficiaries of BJP's eco-

nomiestipends.

» Tea communities These include
adivasi thal d

Inthe’ backgroundlmksthe tragedy corruption. Delay in gettingiden-
of ing Zubeen tity documents may adversely af-
Garg, whodied 1 fect gettingajob
dent last September in Singapore. His or healthcareaccess. It appears
death shutdown Assam ina paroxysm thatthe Bill was drafted without
of grief fora week. Garg's supporters consulting critical stakeholders,

appearatralliesand on streets insmall
groups with placards demanding ‘Jus-

other groups transported by the Briti-
shinthe19“c. towork in Assam’s tea
gardens.

ticefor Zubeen-da’. It'sstillan under-
current in an election seen as crucial
forSarma’sfuture.

But i i
gue with efforts topolarise society by

The issues

m[nl(vi o the northeast

Le., transgender bodies. Let's

not forget that every individual
hasaright tolive with dignity.

Bal Govind

Noida
Lettersto

editet@timesofindia.com
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> A thought for today

America...just a nation of 200mn used car salesmen,
with all the money we need to buy guns. and no qualms
about killing anybody else
HUNTER S THOMPSON

The Battered Half

When we celebrate women high achievers, we tend
to forget how deeply gender-unequal worklife is
India's richest civic body, BMC, has a woman boss. That is swag

achievement, by far. Mumbainow has three women in the financial

capital’s administrative leadership - municipal commissioner,
mayor and BMC's leader of opposition - a nod to working women
everywhere. And yet, can the framework for equality be gilded by
only the firsts? Much as every ‘first’ — from breaking into male-
dominated spherestobreaking out of stereotyped roles-isevery bit
worth celebrating, itisequalrepresentation, innumbersand pay, via
access, agency and accountability, that’s the real deal. Take Indian
politics. So many women polmclans in a variety of powerful firsts,
vet, ‘33%’ issuch a long haul, and still a distance away.

Take the world of work. Barely 32% of women in working-age
population are even part of the labour force. Of these, 80% are in

‘vulnerable’ employment — informal, low-quality, unevenly paid.
Just15% are mregular salaried jobs, wildly disproportionate to their
college enrolment, that’s almost equal to men’s.
Worklife, for even this15%, is precarious. Career
growth, name any sector, is painful - judiciary,
industry, tech, media, you name it. In private
sector, women freshers earn 15% less than men
with similar qualifications, in comparable roles.
This gap widens to 25% in senior roles. Women,
onaverage, earn 27% lessthan men in India (ILO
2023). There's no real ‘why 'to this. It's a mix of
hardwired cultural attitudes, different roles,
and some suggest, “negotiating skills”. Problem

J is, onus of minding/mending these gaps seems
tolie on women. But, regulation has forced almost all large companies
to have at least one woman director, even if for sake of compliance,
Even if maledirectors earn three and a half times more than women
counterparts. Further, IMF has long held “increasing women'’s labour
forceparticipation...(resultsin)largegainsineconomic welfare...women'’s
complementary skills raise productivity, boosting wages for everyone.”
It'snota‘women’sissue’, it'sa GDP issue.

Given the odds, patriarchy to policy. stacked against women,
in reaching leadership positions, top performers do stand out, for
better or worse. But there’sa certain irony in celebratingachievers,
whether women, or from a demograph_u: mmonty For, what becomes
vividly clear is that such remainsrareeven in21stcentury
India. Limelight on the high-flyers only increases the glare on the
hopelessly unequal worklives of women.

Art Of The State

Nation-states have a bloody history. Idiosyncratic
micronations aren't the answer; but they do make us think
Francisco Castillo, lTowan and Trump voter, doesn’t want war.

Isfahan resident Saman doesn’'t want it either. He's shocked

and angry — war is worse than his worst nightmare. But what
cantheydoif theirgovitsarebentuponit? Timeslike these make you
want to throw off the yoke of state and citizenship. As John Lennon
sang, “Imagine there’s no countries.” Either that, or have a billion
nations. Some constituted as societies of 15 or20, othersasacommunity
of one. Nomanan island, as Donne said, but each one astate.

Locke thought that was the way we were, before we formed
communities for “comfortable, safe, and peaceableliving”. Which is
the exactopposite of what Trump’s bombardment of Iran, and Iran’s
m blockade of Hormuz, have achieved. In fact,
the short history of nation-states has more
blood on its pages than the rest of Holocene,
starting 11,700 years ago. Could we fix it by
becoming Rousseau’s “noble savages” again?
Tofind out, we canlook at “micronations”like
Slowjamastan in California. Its only no-nos are
Crocs-the footwear —and reply-all emails.

Estimates of micronations - they have no
legal standing — vary, but there are at least 45
across the world. A good many were set up
this century, while some date back to the1800s.
And while their idiosyncrasies make us smile, they are hardly
the noble ideal we seek. Germany's Reichsburgers, who have
their own currency, flag and ID cards, were accused of attempting
to “overthrow the state” a few years ago. But racism is their bigger
vice. Redonda, the oldest microstate of all, made an English pub
its “embassy”, to shield it diplomatically from Britain’s smoking
ban. That’s no better than TACO trades. So, we need a better fix
for our nation-states. Thomas More’s Utopians had a good idea:
they sacked their princes for tyranny.

Starry, starry blight

Planetary dysjunction for the astroffender
Bachi Karkaria

Maharashtra’s Ashok Kharat is the latest in the long, inglorious
line of godless ‘godmen’. Having caused so much shok, he has
fittingly come togrief himself. ‘Rigged’ outasanastrologertoo,
he claimed twice the heavenly access. Under cover of this, he
allegedly raped, robbed, and killed, including ghoulish human

i sacrifice. There's enough unhappiness and unvarnished greed
for the indigent and the influential alike to fall prey while being told to pray.

‘hief ministershave i thesway of charlatans
in samt‘s clothing. In the current case, while senior names have been dropped,
onlyacomparatively minor official has dropped out. Guess what? She was state
presldcnt of NCP's women’ 's wing.

But.ji,

hazard?If astrologers

lie — and foreibly lay - does the fault lie not in themselves, but in

(Ya) ' star-signs per se? The Western/ Vedic zodiac does seem to reflect
—  criminal behaviourof theKharatkind.

Like Aries/Mesha, they are batteringram. They ram themselves into
Iy Women rendered helpless; Kharat did so with drug-laced water:
T Virgo/Kanya? Nah! Mostly, the victims are/ were married.

€rratiCd  LikeTaurus/vri thebull,
fancy t! asstuds, but they are only horny.

Like Gemini/Mithun, Kharat presented the usual ‘twin’ identities of godman
andastrologer, alsotwinning sexualabuse with cheating. A Kharat victim was
promised ‘charged’ stones; they were only charged for, never delivered.

Like the Cancer/Karkata crab, followers get lulled into a pincer grip.

Leo/Simha? Ardent devotees see them as the power-suffused ‘Lord’, never
suspecting that they'll get the jungle instead.

As for Libra/Tula, guru-chela balance is never equal. Hope the scales of
justiceare.

Like Scorpio/Vrischika, this fake-o'sstingis in the tail.

Like Sagittarius/Dhanu, he’sman above, beast below.

Capricorn/Makkar? The Sea Goat is ruled by Saturn; remember Shani’s
malefic influence?

Unlike Aquarius/Kumbha, these nasties have little ‘flow of wisdom’.

Liken theiractions more to fishy Pisces/Meena.

ek

Alec Smart said: “This Easter weekend, let’s crucify war-mongers
andresurrect peace.”

Finally, Hammered & Sickled?

If CPM-led LDF loses in Kerala on May 4, India will see its first Left-free govt landscape in nearly
half a century. The bigger story? Communist parties failed to find a new vocabulary jor new India

Indrajeet.Rai@timesinternet.in

On May 4, Kerala may end up delivering
a result bigger than its own election.
If LDF loses, India will, for the first
time in nearly half a century, have no
Leftgovtanywhere in the country. The
symbolism would be hard tomiss. Just
three days after May 1, celebrated across the world as
Labour Day; India could find itself effectively without
agoverning communist outpost.

That would mark the end of an extraordinary run.
Since Jyoti Basu took office in West Bengal in June
1977, there has never been a day without a Left govt
in India. When Bengal fell in 2011, Tripura remained
red. When Tripura fell in 2018, Kerala was already
back under Pinarayi Vijayan.

The great shrinkage | In parliamentary politics, Left
went from 61 Lok Sabha seats in 2004 to9in2024. Thatis
notaroutine electoral dip.It'sthe collapse of anational
currentintoafew shrinking pockets.
Thisisnotjustanelectoral story. It'st]

Identity & the welfare trap | From 1980s onward, Indian
politics was restructured by Mandal, Mandir, and
regional assertion. Caste, religion, language, and
sub-national pride became more powerful vehicles
of mobilisation than class solidarity. Many of these
movements borrowed from egalitarian traditions and
social justice thinkers. But beneficiaries were not
communist parties. For a landless Dalit labourer in
Uttar Pradesh, BSP often looked like a more direct route
to dignity than Left parties. For an OBC voter in Bihar,

Milestones of the Left in India

1957 - Kerala

= World's st Democratically Elected
Communist Govt.

= EMS Namboodiripad's CPI makes history.

1977 - West Bengal
Beginning of 34 years of Left Front Rule.
CPM coalition takes power,

amuch longer structural shift that hollowed out Left's
social base, diluted its ideological appeal, and weakened
itsorganisational edge.

Start with the economy. Communist politics in India
drew strength from organised workers, public-sector
unions, and agrarian interests. That made sense inan
era of state-led industrialisation, and durable union
power. But India’s growth story changed. Since 1991,
gr owth has been driven by sew:c@s informal vmxk

prise, and aspirati

1996 — United Front

= Key role in Union Govt.

=Jyoti Basu famously refuses PM offer
(*Historic blunder”).

2004 - UPA alliance
Crucial outside support for the UPA. Left
exerts significant influence.

2008 — Nuclear deal split
oﬁ Left withdraws support from UPA, citing

1978 — Tripura
Left Front debuts; later 25-year
i rule from

pr

Left was often right in warning that liberalisation
would deepen inequality, informalise labour, and
strain public services. But politically, it struggled
to speak to the new India taking shape. To an urban
lower-middle-class family, “reform™ often sounded
less like exploitation than opportunity. To a young
graduate, anti-liberalisation rhetoric could sound
like hostility to mobility itself.

Thepmblem\vasnomnlyeconomms Itwas]anguage
C par more fluent in opp
“imperialism” and ne&].\hera].\sm" than in addressing
the anxieties of the new voter: exam pressure, private
education costs, insecure white-collar work, urban
rent, healthcare bills, and the unstable dignity of gig
labour: India still has vast economic distress. But
much of that distress no longer organises itself
through classical class vocabulary.

ignty concerns.

2011 - End in West Bengal
-year Left rule ends to TMC, a major
turning point

\ % 2018 - End in Tripura
\ 25-year Left rule ends with the power shift
\ to BIP, changing state landscape.

\

RJD couldfeel closerto both self-respect and patronage.
Left spoke of combining class and caste, but rarely
reorganised itself deeply enough to put subordinated
castesat lhe centre of leadershxp andstrategy.
BJPbuilt. kindof

Hindu consolidation paired with welfare delivery. That
was perhaps Left’s biggest political setback. Welfare,
once Left'smoral terrain, was absorbed by larger parties.
Under UPA, rights-based welfare expanded sharply.

UnderModi, eted, leader-
driven delivery: freeratmns tmlets gascylinders, cash
support, housing. In electoral politics, voters rarely
reward the party that first imagined a policy. They
reward the party they believe can deliver it.

That left communists squeezed from both sides:
identity politics on one side, delivery politics on
theother.

Self-inflicted wounds | In Bengal and Tripura, long
years in office bred merua Cad.res hardened into

and Nandigram
damaged the moral compact the Bengal Left had
built with rural poor. Elsewhere, strategy oscillated
between rigidity and confusion: too doctrinaire at one
moment, too opportunistic at another: Even sympathisers
were left unsure what Left now stood for beyond opposing
whoever wasdominant.

Kerala has been the exception, which is why this
election matters so much. Left there adapted hetter
governed mor andretainedar
social base. But even Kerala cannot by itself reverse a
national trend. If it falls, the arc will be complete: the
movement that first made history in Kerala in 1957,
may see its last governing chapter close there too.

There's irony here beyond Labour Day. At the extreme
end of the Left spectrum, the Naxalite movement too
appears close to exhaustion, pushed back by sustained
security pressure, surrenders, and state penetration
into once-insulated zones.

End of history or long eclipse? | Predicting electionsisa
fool'serrand. Vijayan may lead Left to another victory.
But if Kerala falls on May 4, for the first time in nearly
50 years, no chief minister in India will come from a
communist party. [t may looklike Francis Fukuyama'’s
“end of history” moment for the Indian Left.

Of course, Fukuyama’s imagined future did not
come true completely, even in the West. Democracy, the
supposed bandwagon of histor ¥, is itself in recession,
and authoritarianism is creeping forward in many
parts. The election of socialist Zohran Mamdani as
mayor of New York, the so-called capital of Capitalism,
shows that all may not be lost for Left. But, one
Mamdani is not enough to claim that history may be
onitsreturn journey.

For the Indian Left, the issue is nolonger whether
history has ended, but whether it still has some
compelling story to tell, to have any say in India’s
political journey.

How’s India’s Economy Coping With The War?

So far, not badly. High forex reserves & low inflation cushioned the first blows. GOI’'s managed
to avoid a crude oil supply shock. It all depends now, on when the conflict ends

Neeraj Kaushal

India’s goldilocks moment is, perhaps,
gone. 0Oil and gas import bills have been
rising, amidst huge uncertainties of
supplies. Rupee depreciated 3.5% in
the month since the Iran war began,
and 10% over the past year. Anantha
Nageswaran, India’s chief economic adv]sex says the
war will result in “considerable downside to FY27 growth
f 7-7.4%”. Whil hort of saying by
how much, leading global investment banks and rating
agencies are out with their revised
numbers. Goldman Sachs and Moody's
Analytics have revised their GDP growth
forecaststoaround5.9-6.1%.

Last year, Nageswaran had projected
that Trump’s 50% tariffs on India would
reduce India's GDP growth by 0.50.6%
Goldman Sachs and Moody’s Analytics
forecasts suggest a projected damage
from the Iran war on India’s GDP growth
to be at least twice as much. That may
soundominous, but frankly a GDP growth
forecastof closeto6% isquite impressive,
given theglobal i India’

precarioussituation. If thewar continues
and rupee depreciates further, expect down-
ward revisions to these forecasts.

Nageswaran listed four channels
through which the Iran war would affect
India: supply disruptions inoil, gas, and
fertilisers; higher import prices; rising
logistics costs, including for freight and insurance; and
apotential dipinremittances. Remittances, however; can
even rise if migl ants begin mmitting larger amounts
before relux ningto India. Orif, in: response toa sharper
depr therupee, they
But the first three channels will certainly impact growth
negatively, and the consequences will worsen if the war
goes onforalonger period.

Thatsaid, Ibelieve India is inabetter position toface

the economic blows from the Iran war, than in the face
of similar shocks in the recent past. It was in a ‘sweet
spot’ before the war began - sitting on a $700bn pile of
forexreserves, with retail inflationa mere1.3% in 2025.
Both will change. The important thing is not to panic if
prices begin torise, or reserves fall to $§500bn. Reserves
are to be used during crises, and what we are facing
amidst the Iran war and Trump's tariff attacks, is
themother of all crises.

For now, India has managed its oil and gas needs
well. GOI has acquired two months of crude supply,
and secured access to approximately one full month

n Economic Resilience. Dashb!

of LPG supply. It has effectively diversified its sources
of oiland gas. India is receivingmore crude from its 41+
suppliers across the world, than what was previously
arriving through the Hormuz Strait, claims the petroleum
and natural gas ministry. Well done.

Yet, calling India “an oasis of energy security”,
as a ministry press release did last week, is making a
travesty of a grave situation. A country that depends
on imports for almost 90% of its oil, cannot be an oasis

of energy security, at a time crude price is oscillating
around $100 a barrel, and chances are that it may stay
at that level, or even rise, for weeks, even months, to
come. GOI sounds like it's mocking the fears and
insecurities of dians, who

inlines toget an LPG cylinder.

It is true that the recent shortage of LPG cylinders
is both supply and demand driven. People panic when
they hear that something as essential as cooking
gas, may become too expensive, or not be available at
all. Cylinder demand shot up to 89L cylinders a day,
from the normal daily demand of 56L, and is now
back to the original numbers. Yet,
overall consumption of LPGfellclose
to 18% in the first half of March,
reflecting supply disruptions.

Theclaim thatIndiaisenergy secure
alsounderestimates the fiscal fragility
associated with energy shocks. War
hasalready disrupted shipping, raised
freight costs, and strained sectors
like pharma and fertilisers. Rising
global prices often compel govt to
cut fuel taxes, as GOI did recently, or
expand subsidies, which will strain
public finances. True energy security
requires not just access to supplies,
but resilience to price volatility and
external disruptions. India remains
vulnerable, as do most countries of
= the world, including US, which is a
g net exporter of oil and gas, and has

been energy surplussince 2019.

The biggest uncertainty is how long the war will
last and what would be its impact on the price of
oil. Commentary from strategic experts is not very
informative, even if Trump, who is fighting the war
with an eye on the US midterm elections in Nov, is
dying to declare a US victory. In the end, emerging
economies like India end up with huge costs from a
warin which they have little to gain.

Theuwriteris Professorof Social Policy, Columbia University
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Calvin & Hobbes

Ouffa my way,
Twinky.

. AND SUDDENWY, THE EARTH
OPENED UP/ WALING HELPLESSLY,
MOE. TUMBLED WERD OVER HEELS
DOWN THE SMOKING CHASM UNTIL
HE SPLASHED INTO TUE MOLTEN
MAGMA AT THE PLANETS CORE,
WHERE HE SLOWLY MELTED
BEFORE IGNITING \N A SPW‘\N‘S
F\REEALL OF GREASE

Sacredspace

Hanuman summed
up his philosophy
| inthesewords:
Wheniidentify
myself with the
body, O Lord,

iamthy creature,
cternally separate

from thee... But wheniidentify with
the Atman, iand Thouart one.
Swami Vivekananda

Hanuman: The Emblem Of Devotion

Radhanath Swami

anuman is one of themost loved

personalities inall of India.

He isnotjust present in temples,
rather;, helives in hearts of people.
Across villages and cities, in homes
and on streets, hisname is remembered
withaffectionand faith.

‘What makes Hanuman so special?
Hanuman's trademark devotion for Ram,
his eagerness toserve, his highly refined
characterand conduct, and hismighty
strength speak volumesabout him.

From his very childhood, Hanuman's
extraordinary nature was evident. Once,
seeing therisingsun, he mistook itfora
delicious fruit and leapt into the sky to
catch it. Struck by Indra’s thunderbolt
onhis chin, hefelldown. Asa result,
hisfather, the wind god got angry and
suffocated the whole universe. Devatas,
‘wanted to appease the wind god, and
being pleased by Hanuman's innocence

andstrength, blessed Hanuman with Heeffortlessly overcame thy ’'s valour was
extraordinary abilities. His childhood thraugh hismightanddevotiontoRam.  yethesaw hlmself asinsignificant. Hls
wasfilled withenergy, Lanka eep, vet hi
anddivinecharm, bringingjoy to his success[u.l.lv found Sitain Ashok Vatika. himself a: fool ‘before Ram. His power was
parents and allaround him. Sita: ucogmsed Hanuman asRam’s limitless, yet heremained completely
Hanuman firstmet Ram in Ki use of the sweet humble. And above all, he never claimed

the present-day heritagesite HampL In

narrations ﬁ um Hanumau Carrying Ram'’s

that very first meeting, I ring, H: delivered hope to Sita
his eternal master Ram. That a8dilana inthe midst of despair.
very moment, he surrendered i Though he appeared small

hismind, body and words
inserving Ram, without
distraction or diversion.
There isabeautiful
narration that captures his

2 , whenheapproached her,
Y<e% Hanumanrevealed his vast
form when Sita wondered
how he could carry her back.
Hanuman replied, “Tam very

devotion. When asked what THE SPEAKING TREE small, but for theserviceof

resided in hisheart, Hanuman

tore open his chest, revealing Ram and
Sitaseated within. Hanuman's entire
existence was for Ram.

‘When Mother Sita was abducted by
the mighty Ravan, it was Hanuman who
rose to the occasion. While crossing the
vastocean, he faced many challenges.

Ram, i can take upany size.”
Hanuman'’s humility was extremely
endearingto Sita.

‘Hanuman not only found Sita, but
alsoburnt Lanka and returned with vital
information. During the battle, he flew to
the Himalayas twice tobringlife-saving
herbs forRamand Lakshman.

credit foranything hedid.

Pleased with his service, Ram once
said, “Thave nothing togive youexcept my
embrace.” Thatembrace made Hanuman
thedearestservant of the Lord.

Justas Hanuman played an important
role inuniting Ram and Sita, even a small
contribution or asquirrel'seffort inthe
service of the Lord can make our lives
meaningful. Lord is pleased with the
attitude of ourservice, and not with the
magnitude. Ram grants freedom from fear
toanyone who surrenderseven once.

And Hanuman's surrender was not
momentary. He surrendered to the will
of Ramevery singleday.

Theuwriter is spiritual gurw, International
Society for Krishna Consciousness
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Battle for Assam hinges

on infiltration politics

As Assam Assembly Elections 2026 approach, the
political discourse in the state has sharpened
around a familiar and emotive theme-'infiltration’

As April 9, the election day in Assam, approaches, the
atmosphere in the state is politically charged, and tempers
are running high on both sides. The past elections in the
State have been fought more on emotive issues than on
issues of livelihood and people-centric issues. The NDA
campaign spearheaded by Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma is focusing solely on the infiltration issue and has
prominently placed it in their election manifesto. The issue of
infiltration is not new to Assam, and the BJP has previously
utilised this issue. The BJP has once again placed the issue of
illegal immigration at the centre of its electoral narrative.
Senior leaders, including Amit Shahand Himanta Biswa
Sarma, have repeatedly asserted that the state faces a
persistent threat from “infiltrators.”

This issue is also the issue of national security and change
in the demographic contours of the state. The BJP is
promising to identify and repatriate such individuals to the
place they belong. The BJP is also saying that it has freed vast
lands in the state from encroachment in the last ten years
and showcasing it as evidence of decisive governance. This is
despite the fact that these claims are yet to be corroborated
by official data, which remains elusive.

Neither the Assam government nor the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs has maintained verifiable and c lidated
figures on the number of individuals identified, detained, or
deported over the past decade. This absence of verifiable
data has provided Congress leader Gaurav Gogoi an
opportunity to question the credibility of the BJP's claims,
arguing that the issue is being raked up for electoral gains,
whereas the reality on the ground is different.

The Congress wants to exploit the anti-incumbency and
thus has focused on governance issues such as
unemployment, inflation, and social welfare, to shift the
narrative away from the emotive identity politics.The other
things that the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) is
banking on are a mix of welfare delivery and strong
leadership. The Congress and its allies are attempting to
build a coalition around economic concerns and institutional
accountability. Yet, the ‘infiltration’ is the main issue in
Assam today.

Assam'’s contemporary history has hovered around identity
~ the Assam M and the subseq pdating of the
National Register of Citizens (NRC) — has made questions of
identity and migration deeply sensitive. This theme resonates
with the people across regions and communities. As polling
day approaches, the key question is whether voters will
prioritise emotive appeals linked to identity and security, or
vote for livelihood and governance issues.

The lack of official data raises broader concerns about
transparency in democratic discourse. The Assam elections
are not just a contest for power in a 126-member Assembly;
they are also a test of how narratives shape electoral choices
in contemporary India.
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A man with his cheeks pierced by a metal rod takes part in a procession during

the ‘Panguni Uthiram' festival, in Bhopal
PHOTO: PTI
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BEYOND ELIMINATING EXTREMISTS:
ADDRESSING THE ROOTS OF NAXALISM

The editorial on the
government’s claims of
eliminating Naxalism (1-4-26) is
welcome. It is widely understood
that Naxalism is essentially a
social issue, though its methods
of addressing inequality through
violence remain unacceptable. No
meaningful social or economic
transformation can be achieved
through coercion, and such
approaches inevitably turn
predatory. This explains why
extremist groups have gradually
lost public support and declined
in both size and activity.

However, their persistence
points to a deeper reality-the
continuing distress of the
marginalized communities they
claim to represent. The crucial
question is whether the economic
condition of these sections has
improved enough to naturally
erode extremism, or whether

governments have merely
focused on eliminating insurgents
while neglecting the root causes.
Evidence suggests that poverty
and inequality remain
widespread. Millions still depend
on free rations, unemployment is
rising, school dropouts are
increasing, and access to basic
needs remains limited for a vast
population.

At the same time, wealth
concentration is growing, with
rising numbers of billionaires
even as India ranks poorly on
global hunger and corruption
indices. This widening gap
reflects policy priorities that
seem skewed.In a democracy,
violence has no place. Yet, the
real objective must be the
eradication of extreme poverty
and inequality, not just extremist
groups.

A G RAJMOHAN | ANANTAPUR

Please send your letter ta the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

Delhi Film Festival: A system in the making

The inaugural International Film Festival Delhi (IFFD) 2026 transforms the national capital into a vibrant, global hub for
cinema, bridging the gap between mainstream Bollywood, regional excellence, and international storytelling

o 4 CHAITANYA K
PRASAD

Delhi has always been a city of stories. Political,
cultural, deeply personal, something is always
unfolding here. This March, cinema found its way
back into that mix in a big way. The Delhi
International Film Festival 2026 didn't just
begin; it arrived with scale, energy, and a
certain confidence that felt long overdue. Fora
city that once hosted the International Film
Festival of India before it moved to Goa, this feels
less like something new and more like some-
thing reclaimed.

But the real question isn't about how it started.
It's about what it becomes.

Because putting together a large festival is one
thing. Building something that people take seri-
ouslyyear after year, that's where the real work
begins. Right now, the festival has attention. It
has curiosity. But what it needs next is identi-
ty, structure, and consistency.

If Delhi is to build a serious cinematic identity,
the festival must resist becoming a one-off show-
case. The first step towards institutionalisation
lies in temporal discipline. The festival must
anchor itself firmly to a fixed calendar window,
adefined geography, and a stable identity. Just
as Cannes is inseparable from May and Venice
from late August, Delhi must claim its own
moment in the cultural calendar. A late-March
positioning works strategically, it avoids overlap
with global heavyweights while aligning with
India's academic and cultural cycles, but this
must now be codified and protected. A festival
that shifts in time and space each year risks
losing not just recall, but relevance.

Once that foundation is in place, the next big shift
has to be in how the festival programs itself.
Right now, it feels like a wide, fairly inclusive mix,
and that's understandable for a first edition. But
going forward, it has to feel more intentional.
Less like a collection, more like a point of view.
The difference between a good festival and a
great one is not how many films it shows, but
how clearly it knows what it wants to say
through them.

Thatmeans building sections that feel thought-
through. Bringing in more director-led story-
telling, where the craft and perspective matter
as much as the narrative itself. Giving real, central
space to women-directed and women-centric
cinema, not as a token category, but as a core
part of the programming. And also leaning into
films that engage with real, lived issues, social,
political, environmental. Because the festivals
that stay with you are the ones that reflect the
moment you're living in.

At the same time, Delhi has the opportunity to

VOICES FROM
THE NORTH-EAST,
INDEPENDENT
FILMMAKERS,
SMALLER
INDUSTRIES,
THEY SHOULD
FEEL CENTRAL,
NOT PERIPHERAL.
AND ALONGSIDE
THAT, OTT CAN'T
BE IGNORED. IT’S
NOT A PARALLEL
WORLD
ANYMORE;

IT’S PART OF

THE SAME
ECOSYSTEM

The author is a
Commentator and Writer on
Cinema, Branding, Media
Management and Geo-
Strategic Communication.
Inputs provided by Zoya
Ahmad and Vaishnavie
Srinivasan
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do something most festivals in India haven't
fully managed yet, to become a space where
cinema is not just screened, but developed.
There is so much raw talent in this city, students,
theatre actors, independent creators, people
experimenting with storytelling in ways that
don’talways find platforms. The festival can step
into that gap. Script labs, pitching forums,
casting platforms, youth sections, these aren't
add-ons, they're what can make the festival feel
alive beyond the screenings.

What can really set Delhi apart, though, is how
deeply it involves its own people. Right now,
a lot of the festival still sits within designated
venues. But cinema has the
ability to move, to travel, to
meet people where they are.
Open-air screenings across
neighbourhoods, community-
led programming, student partic-
ipation, and these things can turn the festival
into something the city feels a part of, not just
something happening around it. The more
people feel included, the stronger the festival
becomes. There's also a strong case for going
deeper within India itself.

If the festival wants to be global, it has to first
be rooted. Regional cinema needs more than
representation; it needs prominence. Voices
from the North-East, independent filmmakers,
and smaller industries, they should feel central,
not peripheral. And alongside that, OTT can't
be ignored. It's not a parallel world anymore;
it's part of the same ecosystem. Bringing itinto
the festival, giving it space, engaging with it seri-
ously, that's just being honest about where
cinema is today.

At the same time, the global cinema showcase
this year has been one of the festival's strongest
signals of intent. Bringing films from across con-
tinents, diverse storytelling styles, and differ-
ent cinematic languages onto one platform has
helped position Delhi as outward-looking and
internationally aware. The current edition has
seen a notable focus on regions such as Saudi
Arabia and parts of Africa, alongside a wider mix

The f

ofiinternational entries from Europe, Asia, and
beyond. But going forward, this needs to
become sharper and more curated. Instead of
broad representation, the festival could move
towards focused country spotlights, director ret-
rospectives, and region-specific showcases
that offer deeper engagement rather than
surface-level exposure. Building sustained
partnerships with global festivals and film
bodies can also ensure that Delhi is not just
screening international cinema but becoming
part of its circulation. The goal should be to
move from access to influence.

If Delhi really wants to move into the league
of major festivals, it also needs
to think beyond screenings and
build an industry layer. Spaces
where filmmakers meet pro-
ducers, where ideas find
backing, where collaborations
begin. That's what gives a festival weight. And
indoing so, it doesn't have to compete with the
International Film Festival of India. It can
actually complement it, where IFFl remains the
flagship, Delhi can become more agile, more
industry-facing, and more experimental.
Alotofthis, of course, depends on how the gov-
ernment chooses to take this forward. Not just
as an annual event to organise, but as some-
thing to build over time. That means consisten-
cy in funding, long-term thinking, and a struc-
ture that exists beyond individual editions.
Because festivals like this don’t become impor-
tant overnight, they grow into that space.
Right now, the Delhi International Film Festival
has done something important: it has made
people look. It has been shown that Delhi can
host something of this scale and do it well. But
attention doesn't last. What lasts is substance.
The next edition doesn’t need to be bigger. It
just needs to be clearer. More confident about
what it stands for and where it wants to go.
Because if Delhi gets this right, it won't just be
another stop on the festival circuit. It will
become a place where cinema actually feels like
it belongs.
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Seeking forgiveness for lif
=

AJIT KUMAR
BISHNOI
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Think of a person who has offended you. He has now real-
ized his mistake, and comes to apologize sincerely. What
will you do? You will certainly give it a thought, and if the
offence is not intentional you may forgive. Now expand
this phenomenon to our situation. Throughout our life,
'we face many setbacks, problems, troubles, etc. Why does
it happen? | will explain in this article and its solution.
This Creation is based on dharma (highest religious prin-
ciples formulated by God). In simple language itis: "What
you sow is what you reap.” Then, it is logical to accept that
whatever adversities we face must be due to our infring-
ing dharma in the past. We all have a past including pre-
vious lives when we have done many sinful and impious
acts. These all must bear bad fruits. Why else are we here
inthe ‘duhkhalaya’ (place of misery). (The Bhagavad-Gita

8.15) These bad fruits include two kinds of punishments.
One is of fixed type of something bad happening like a
major disease. The other is faulty ‘svabhava’ (nature), which
is being lusty, greedy, hateful, etc. Such
nature makes us act in bad ways, and we
getinto trouble repeatedly.
Unfortunately, our reaction is equally
faulty. We lament, blame others for our
woes and even blame God. Our overin-
flated ego does not allow us to admit that we must have
acted badly earlier as we are presently doing also. This
is gross ignorance. What should ideally be done? We
must go to the authority, who can condone our past mis-
takes. 1 am referring to God - the Controller. Wise persons
have done so in the past and benefitted. Ravan was
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immensely proud of his material possessions and
power. He even foolishly kidnapped Seetaji. Surely, Lord
Ramachandra had to punish him. Credit to Ravana that
he admitted his past sins before leaving his body. Another
famous example is of Arjuna; He tried to be too casual
with Lord Krishna, but realized his mistake. He prayed
for forgiveness to the Lord quite sincerely. (11.41-45)

How do we approach the Almighty? We first of all strike
a relationship with the Lord by doing spiritual practices,
which are easy to do. What can be easier than chanting
Krishna, Krishna, Krishna... .. Similar each process-
es are ‘darshan’ (seeing the Lord in his Deity form), ‘naman’
(offer obeisance) to God, etc. Now we are ready to sincere-
ly beg for forgiveness.

This is what | have been doing. My Lord has not only
condoned many of my past bad acts, but also given me
many boons as well. Because | took respon-
sibility of my faulty past. And | have promised
to be on my best behaviour from now
onwards. Sincerely apologising and contin-
uing with the same earlier ways does not
impress God, who knows us fully. Yes, it is
stressful to become pure and watch all my acts by the body,
senses and words, but it can be done. | am glad to state
that | am doing quite well.

[ The writer s a spiritual teacher and a popular columnist )

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Mamata mimicks Modi’s style

Trinamool Congress (TMC) supremo and West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has adopted a strate-
gy of projecting herself as the face of the party across
all 294 constituencies, urging voters to “consider me
your candidate.”

This approach closely mirrors Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's centralised campaign style in national elections.
In response to Home Minister Amit Shah’s detailed
“charge sheet"” (Abhiyognama) against the TMC govern-
ment, Banerjee has turned the narrative around by high-
lighting his “clean chit" to portray him as a victim of con-
spiracy. TMC leaders dismissed the document as an out-
sider’s attack and countered with their own grievance
list, citing withheld funds and rising prices.

Banerjee has further accused the BJP of manipulat-
ing electoral rolls and even plotting against her life, while
calling for a chargesheet against Modi and Shah. Her
rhetoric invokes issues like riot incitement, drawing par-
allels with how the BJP once used the Bofors scandal
against the Congress, despite Rajiv Gandhi's later
exoneration.

In Indian politics, “clean chits” often transcend
legal closure to become tools of political messaging,
with parties interpreting them to suit their narratives.

BIDYUT KUMAR CHATTERJEE | FARIDABAD

Thoughts on Autism awareness day

Aperson with autism tends to withdraw into a shell
due to impaired ability to communicate with the sur-
roundings. Also termed Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD), speech and non-verbal interaction are serious-
ly hampered compelling the affected to go through
arepetitive behaviour. Diagnosable as early as one
year, proper scientific intervention can mitigate the
developmental problems to a large extent. The wide
spectrum of autism also means an individual can live
with the two extremes-—-seriously challenged or per-
fectly normal.

There are specific milestones in a child's develop-
mental curve, and parents should know what to expect
of their little ones at appropriate stages in life.
“What" and “when” are two crucial words. “Autism”,
is "autos” from Greek and forced “self-isolation™ is a
big “no”. Known to run in the family, the unknown
cause of autism makes it interesting to profession-
als who have relied mainly on behavioural therapy and
language therapy to corner the disorder denoting a
marked shift from the past. Correcting accompany-
ing deficiencies and psychological disorders go hand-
in-hand towards improving the child's quality of life.
April 2 is Autism awareness day.

GANPATHI BHAT | AKOLA

Census begins, caste data to be included

The importance of the census, an institution with roots
stretching back over two millennia to ancient empires,
cannot be overstated. In modern India, it is the
backbone of governance, guiding everything from
infrastructure development to welfare schemes. When
resources are limited, their allocation must be informed
by evidence: which regions still lack electricity, where
educational deficits persist, and how economic
disparities are distributed. The new data will also
illuminate demographic trends, including the uneven
success of family planning initiatives across regions.
At last, we have a national census that includes castes.
The two-phase mammoth task, beginning April 1, has
several firsts to its credit. This is the first time since 1931
that nationwide caste enumeration is being
undertaken. It is also the first fully digital exercise, with
enumerators using mobile applications to record
responses, making the process more efficient and less
prone to errors. The digital format also enables faster
data processing and analysis. The inclusion of caste in
the nationwide census - delayed from its original 2021
timeline due to the Covid-19 pandemic - is a welcome
development. It marks a vital step towards evidence-
based policy making in India.

YASH PAL RALHAN | JALANDHAR
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The Jihadist mindset relentlessly haunts India with internal support

The tendency to dismiss historical references as irrelevant does little to advance understanding. On the contrary, it risks repeating past mistakes.
The events of 1947, remind us that the line between disorder and organised subversion can be perilously thin

BALBIR
PUNJ

The arrest of Ahmad Lone by the Delhi
Police on March 29 is not merely another
routine success in counter-terror operations.
According to media reports, his intended
targets included Delhi Kalkaji Temple and
the bustling Connaught Place-symbols of
both faith and urban life in the national
capital. Acting under instructions from han-
dlers based in Pakistan, Lone was alleged-
ly engaged in recruiting Indian Muslim
youth for the Lashkar-e-Taiba.

Only a few days earlier, security agencies
had apprehended twelve suspects linked
to ISIS and al-Qaeda in a coordinated
operation across multiple states. Among
them were individuals from ordinary pro-
fessions-a bike-taxi driver, a restaurant
employee, and even a laser-marking tech-
nician. Their presence in such networks
underscores a sobering reality: radicalisa-
tion today does not wear a uniform; it
often operates covertly, beneath the surface
of normal life.

This is not an isolated incident. In
November last year, a devastating explosion
in a moving vehicle in Delhi caused signif-
icant casualties, carried out by Dr. Umar Un
Nabi. Investigations led to the recovery of
over 3,000 kilograms of explosives,
weapons, and bomb-making equipment
from Faridabad.

Several other doctors from Faridabad's Al-
Falah University were detained. These ter-
rorists were not impoverished and illiterate
but belonged to a highly educated and priv-
ileged segment of Indian society-challeng-
ing the common narrative that poverty and
lack of opportunities drive beleaguered
Muslims to radicalism.

Around the same time, Gujarat Police
arrested Dr. Ahmed Mohiuddin Syed and
his associates for allegedly attempting
to produce ricin-a lethal toxin-with the intent
of contaminating food and water
supplies. These sordid incidents reveal a
method, a pattern, and above all, a mindset.
So, none - poor, rich, unlettered, or highly
qualified - are immune to the influence of
the toxicity of Jihad - which has a theolog-
ical underpinning.

The temptation in public discourse is to
interpret these developments through the

£ohy

lens of recent political narratives. Some

THE PARTITION OF claim that such terror acts are violent
INDIA IN 1947, responses to perceived anti-Muslim poli-
EXECUTED c]ies by the M??_i (éovedrnm]enr. However,
this oversimplified and politically conve-
EXPLICITLY ON nient perspective ignores the complexi-
RELIGIOUS LINES, ty ofa phenomenon that has persisted for
AND THE LATER centuries. Such opportunistic thinking and
EXODUS OF KASHMIRI time-serving analysis prevent civil society
HINDUS, STAND AS :‘mm ﬁndidn_g m_eaningful solutions to this
ong-standing issue.
STARK REMINDERS lﬁfact. sub%ontinent Muslims' rancour
THAT HISTORY IS against Hindus has a long history, extend-
NOT MERELY A ing beyond the birth of Bharatiya Jana
CHRONICLE OF Sangh or the Bharatiya |anata Party. A
THE PAST segment of Muslims had grievances

with Congress in pre-partition India
when it was led by Mahatma Gandhi,
Pandit Nehru, and Sardar Patel.
Leveraging that Muslim resentment, the
British created Pakistan by partitioning
away one-third of India. And the jihadists'
war against residual India began right
after independence.

Abriefrecall of the events of September
1947 in Delhi helps us understand this
ongoing vicious phenomenon.
Contemporary accounts suggest that
what unfolded in the capital was far
more than spontaneous rioting. V. P.

The writer is an eminent
columnist, former Chairman
of the Indian Institute of
Mass Communication
(IMC), and the author of
“Tryst with Ayodhya:
Decolonisation of India’
and "Narrative ka Mayajaal'
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Menon, who served as Secretary to the
Government of India in the Ministry of the
States, observed, “the capital buzzed with
rumours of a deep-laid, long-prepared
Muslim conspiracy to overthrow the new
Government of free India and to seize the
capital.” This was not paranoia; it was an
assessment grounded in intelligence
inputs and subsequent discoveries.

|.B. Kripalani, then
President of the Congress,
provides even more reveal-
ing testimony. He wrote:
"Searches of Muslim houses
by the police had revealed
dumps of bombs, arms and ammunition...
Sten-guns, Bren guns, mortars and wire-
less transmitters were seized.” Kripalani
also noted that in several instances, "arms
were recovered from mosques and adjoin-
ing localities".

The makeup of the police force further
complicated the situation. As Kripalani
noted, "the bulk of the police force was
Muslim... a number of them in their uni-
forms and with arms had deserted." Delhi,
in those days, was not just a city in
chaos; it was a capital under siege, con-
fronting the threat of internal subversion.

This detail is crucial. It indicates that the
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violence was not entirely spontaneous; it
had elements of preparation and coordi-
nation -a mindset that continues to rock
India to this day.

It is also a harsh but undeniable truth
that most of those who demanded
Partition and tirelessly worked for the cre-
ation of Pakistan neither left India nor did
the supporting political class-including
communists-a creed iron-
ically near extinct in the
land of their dreams-but
still shaping narratives in
the country they had
worked hard to break.

Had such divisive elements left India,
the residual separatism and religious rad-
icalism might have faded, or evolved-like
in Indonesia or Malaysia-into a more
culturally rooted, civilisationally aligned
form. Instead, that process was
stalled. The Marx-Macaulay mindset, in the
name of ‘secularism’, blunted any natural
assimilation.

The result is stark: for some, democra-
cy has not become a vehicle of reform and
empowerment, but merely a tool to con-
solidate religious identity in a toxic form.
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar once cautioned in a dif-
ferent context, "The Muslims have no
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interest in politics as such. Their predom-
inantinterestis religion... Muslim politics
is essentially clerical and recognises only
one difference, namely, that existing
between Hindus and Muslims."

For over a millennium, the Indian sub-
continent has witnessed waves of incur-
sions shaped by a doctrinal zeal that often
fused faith with conquest. From
Muhammad bin Qasim'’s invasion to the
campaigns of Mahmud of Ghazni,
Muhammad Ghori, Babur, Aurangzeb,
and Ahmad Shah Abdali, historical records
recount episodes of violence, iconoclasm,
and coercion. Afghanistan, once a centre
of Hindu-Buddhist civilisation, under-
went a profound transformation.

The Partition of India in 1947, execut-
ed explicitly on religious lines, and the
later exodus of Kashmiri Hindus, stand as
stark reminders that history is not merely
a chronicle of the past-it is a force that
shapes the present. Concepts such as
‘Ghazwa-e-Hind,' though not universally
accepted, continue to find resonance in
radical circles. It is this ideological sub-
stratum that provides continuity between
past and present manifestations of
extremism.

These historical episodes are not
invoked to inflame passions, but to illumi-
nate patterns. The parallels with contem-
porary developments are instructive.
Today's networks-whether linked to
Lashkar-e-Taiba, ISIS, or al-Qaeda-operate
within a globalised ecosystem, drawing
upon narratives that transcend national
boundaries. The individuals involved may
differ in profession and education, but the
ideological thread that connects them
remains consistent.

The tendency to dismiss historical ref-
erences as irrelevant does little to advance
understanding. On the contrary, it risks
repeating past mistakes. The events of
1947, as documented by contemporaries
like Kripalani and Menon, remind us that
the line between disorder and organised
subversion can be perilously thin.

The arrest of Ahmad Lone is thus both
awarningand areminder. It underscores
the persistence of threats, but also the
capacity of the state to respond. Whether
India can navigate this terrain successful-
ly will depend on its willingness to engage
with its history honestly, to confront ide-
ological extremism without equivoca-
tion, and to reaffirm the principles that bind
its diverse society together.

History does not repeat itself in iden-
tical form, but it often rhymes. To ignore
its echoes is to invite its consequences.

value of coal:

Last frontier: The ideological
battle against Naxalism

ARADHITA
SINGH

What began as a radical peasant uprising
nearly six decades ago and evolved into one
of the country's most persistent internal secu-
rity challenges appears to be approaching its
final phase. While the armed movement is
nearingits collapse, the ideological battle that
underpins the Naxal ideology remains far from
over.

The Naxal movement traces its origins to the
Naxalbari uprising in West Bengal in 1967,
where a peasant revolt ignited the broader
Maoist insurgency. By 1969, the formation of
the Communist Party of India (Marxist -
Leninist) under Charu Mazumdar gave organ-
isational structure to this revolutionary
impulse. However, the movement soon faced
decline in the 1970s due to state crackdowns,
internal divisions and leadership losses. The
insurgency re-emerged in the 1980s-1990s
through groups such as the People’s War
Group (PWG) and the Maoist Communist
Centre (MCC), eventually culminating in their
merger in 2004 to form the CPI (Maoist). This
marked the inning of the

From 126 affected districts in 2013, the number
dropped to 38 by 2024 and further to 11in 2025.
This is about a 91% reduction in districts affect-
ed by Left Wing Extremism in 12 years. This dra-
matic rollback is not merely a security success;
it represents a structural weakening of the
insurgency's ability to sustain itself. The 2026
target represents not just political will and
ambition but actual measurable progress on
the ground.

While evidence paints a picture of a movement
in terminal decline - the data revealing a shift
from Maoist actions to defensive and reactive
behaviour - history offers a cautionary lesson.
Instances within our country and abroad
provide examples of how ‘ideas are bulletproof.
Ideas are inherently more resilient than armed
formations. They exist beyond territory,
weapons, or organisational hierarchies to
survive. Even as Naxal violence declines, the
ideological narratives that sustained the move-
ment continue to circulate. These narratives
often reframe violence as legitimate resistance
against perceived state oppression, thereby
diluting moral condemnation and sustaining
sympathy for the cause. The disconnect
between the security operations' success and
ideological persistence presents India's next
major challenge beyond 31st March 2026.
Maoist ideology is not confined to the remote
forested regions. It thrives within a broader
urban ecosystem that includes intellectual
spaces, academia, theatre, cultural platforms
and digital spaces. These narra-

movement's most violent phase,
between 2005 and 2010. This is
the phase where Maoists con-
trolled vast stretches of land
across eastern and central India, called the ‘Red
Corridor’. From being described as the 'single
biggest internal security challenge facing the
country, the discourse around Naxalism has
evolved significantly in recent years. Repeated
assertions by the Hon'ble Prime Minister and
the Union Home Minister have emphasised that
the movement is now in its terminal phase,
with a clear national objective of eliminating
Left Wing Extremism by March 2026. Recent
data highlights a clear pattern of decline in
Maoist capabilities and a weakening morale of
existing cadres. Arrests and Surrenders have
surged, reflecting internal demoralisation and
a shrinking support base.

Large-scale attacks - once the hallmark of
Maoist operations - have significantly
decreased, now replaced by sporadic, localised
violence lacking strategic coherence.
Coordinated security operations, improved
intelligence, and sustained political focus and
will have reduced the insurgency to a shadow
ofits former self. Perhaps the most striking indi-
cator is the contradiction of the movement's
geographical footprint.

The £loum'

tives are disseminated through
debates and activism, often
romanticising armed violence.
Cultural mediums play a power-
ful role in shaping public imagination, portray-
ing the Naxal movement with moral sympathy
while questioning the state’s legitimacy.

This ecosystem is not necessarily a coordinat-
ed conspiracy, but rather a layered network
of influences that collectively sustain and
legitimise Maoist thought. Its resilience lies in
its decentralised nature and its ability to
operate independently of the insurgency's
physical presence.

Maoist narratives spread through certain iden-
tifiable channels. Digital media has amplified
the reach of these ideas, enabling them to tran-
scend geographic boundaries and target new
audiences, especially the youth. Young people
are particularly vulnerable to ideological influ-
ences due to the role of peer networks,
campus movements, and emotionally resonant
narratives. These narratives shape and sway
public perceptions more powerfully than
factual counter arguments, making ideologi-
cal contestation a long-term endeavour.

As security forces ‘reclaim’ the erstwhile Naxal
territories, the State is faced with its most con-
sequential challenge of demonstrating that

governance can bring tangible gains to

the lives of the communities affected by the
Naxal violence. It wouldn't be an exaggeration
to suggest that the durability of peace in these
areas will be incumbent upon the perpetual
delivery of peace, justice and development by
the government institutions. Roads, schools,
healthcare facilities, and digital connectivity are
not mere developmental projects - they are
instruments of legitimacy. Economic revival is
equally critical. Restoring markets, livelihood,
and local economies integrates these regions
to the national mainstream, fostering peace
and stability.

The post -2026 phase requires a strategic shift
from conflict management to peace consoli-
dation. This involves a long-term commitment
to inclusive governance, sensitivity to local cul-
tures, conflict mapping and sustained engage-
ment with affected communities. A transition
from a security-centric approach to a service-
delivery model is essential.

This must take precedence as it would appro-
priately address the root cause that was once
exploited by Naxal narratives, leading to
Maoist mobilisation. Equally important is the
need for a fact-based public narrative that
counters misinformation and acknowledges,
along with the surrendered cadres, the victims
of Naxal violence. Youth-focused skill develop-
ment programmes can further serve as a
powerful tool for preventing radicalisation by
creating economic opportunities.

India’s progress against Naxalism is undeniably
remarkable. What was once described as the
country's 'single biggest internal security
threat' has now been reduced to a limited law-
and-order challenge confined to a few districts.
However, this is not the end of the journey
against the Naxal movement. The final battle
lies not in the realm of the ‘jungle and zameen',
butin the realm of ideas. Without addressing
the ideological ecosystem that sustains
Naxalism, there is a risk that

The movement could re-emerge in new forms.
Durable peace rests on the pillars of opportu-
nity, legitimacy and trust. Development must
create opportunities; governance must build
legitimacy, and sustained, area-specific engage-
ment must foster trust between the state and
the tribal communities of the region.

We may have won the battle of arms, but the
war of ideas continues, and Bharat's success
in eliminating Naxalism from its soil ulti-
mately would depend on its success in winning
both.

e dallypioneer

@ @Aradhita0702
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The writer is Research
Fellow at India Foundation
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Why India Needs more of it

ANANDAJIT
GOSWAMI

Inan era defined by climate action and the global
push toward clean energy, coal is often castas the
elephant in the room. Yet, recent geopolitical
upheavals, wars in the Middle East, and the
ongoing liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and gas
crisis have forced policymakers to realise a more
complicated reality: coal, despite its environmen-
tal costs, remains indispensable to global energy
security, especially for emerging economies like
India to realise Viksit Bharat 2047 vision in the short
and midterm. The resurgence of coal is nota failure
of climate ambition or climate action; rather, itis
amirror showing the reflection of structural vul-
nerabilities in the global energy system, which has

ture's intermittency issues are solved, coal will
remain the source of base load power and will con-
tinue to do so if the manufacturing and service
sector's share of GDP rises in the future.
The risks of grid instability on the Indian Power
Grid increase every day during the peak demand
period, while the renewable-source-based elec-
tricity supply dips in the evening. The backup is
often provided by hydro and wind to a large extent.
However, the situation can worsen if peak
demand continues to rise with future economic
activity, without concomitant storage and grid
infrastructure support. Hence, coal is a strategic
support in such a case.
With the advent and investment in coal gasifica-
tion technologies, dependence on LPG for cooking
and industrial applications can decrease if the
availability and off-take of methanol and DME
increase, thereby enhancing national energy
security and resilience. Coal creates local poliu-
tion, butit cant be seen as a binary choice between
coal versus renewables or clean energy. India's
people-centric clean energy transition will be a
symbiotic coexistence of coal and clean energy,
placing people at the core by addressing inequal-
ity, industrialisation, and urbanisation. Coal will
evolve during such a transition, generating
cleaner products through gasification. Supercritical
and ultra-supercritical power plants will have to
be introduced to significantly reduce emissions
per unit of electricity generated in this pathway.
Carbon capture, utilisation, and storage (CCUS) and
methane capture will be part of the pathway while
supporting the lives, livelihoods, and identities of
coal ecosystem communities.
- Abrupt coal phase-out will create
plonm trauma, memory, and identity loss

never been fair for the Global South and for coun-
tries like India, which is aiming to aspire for its
the Middle East, disruptions in global gas supply
chains, and volatile LPG prices have exposed the
fragility of overreliance on imported fuels for many
a transition to a cleaner world by 2070 cannot
happen without ensuring energy supply securi-
ty and creating a fair global energy

Hence, dependence on coal will %
remain in the short- and medium-

term until 2055. In the meantime,

need to be explored more aggressively for coun-
tries like India to improve energy security and mit-
igate current or future energy supply constraints.
heating in developing nations, has always been
subject to international price fluctuations and
supply disruptions. Reliance on imported LPG
exposes households to price shocks. The need to
convert coal to synthetic fuels such as methanol
and dimethyl ether (DME), which can partially
has only grown and can help stabilise prices by
reducing dependence on imported gas. This is
more pertinent if the future global geopolitical vul-
Coal continues to supply the bulk of India’s elec-
tricity for households and industry. This supply
dependence arises against the backdrop of inter-
ty from solar and wind in India, due to inadequate,
suboptimal storage facilities. The situation on that
front is gradually improving. However, until the

Viksit Bharat ambitions by 2047. The war in Iran,
countries worldwide. This has raised the point that
system.

coal-to-gas, chemical, and liquid-fuel pathways
Gas supply for LPG, widely used for cooking and
creates fiscal pressure on countries like India and
replace LPG in cooking and industrial applications,
nerabilities increase.

mittency issues with the availability of electrici-
optimal levels of storage and the grid infrastruc-

{SE LYY for communities, which will be
more personal and beyond the

metric of income.
India, ifitis to reach Viksit Bharat by 2047, cannot
afford a collapse of communities owing to abrupt
coal phase-downs or phase-outs. Communities
have to evolve and enter a transition process
through reskilling, rehabilitation, and repurpos-
ing efforts around coal mines.
Coal provides the people of India with the energy
autonomy to attain Viksit Bharat by 2047, while
we still take gradual steps towards scaling and
deploying renewable energy technologies and
their infrastructure. A world that is becoming more
fragile, politically multipolar, with geopolitical vul-
nerabilities, only reminds us that coal's relevance
is not about nostalgia but about navigating and
negotiating the peaceful present and future of
India. Hence, Coal is surely not an elephantin the
room but a solution for India and its Viksit
Bharat Goals.

‘The writer, Research Lead, o dillyptoneet
ACPE, Dirctor, Manav Ractina g2y @ThedaiyPoneer
Centre For Peace and
Sustainability @ dailypioneer
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

NOW THAT THE GUNS
HAVE FALLEN SILENT,
GOVERNANCE MUST SPEAK

HE Union government’s deadline to eliminate Mao-
ism—March 31, 2026—has passed. It marks an impor-
tant moment in a conflict that once covered the Red
Corridor, a vast swathe of hilly, tribal regions across
nine states. The insurgency, which once affected over
120 districts, had declined sharply by 2025 and is now confined
to a few forested areas in central and eastern India. Security
forces claim that the Maoist leadership has been greatly
weakened after decades of violence that took thousands of
lives, including civilians, Maoists and security personnel.
Yet, the decimation of the armed group does not mean the
problem is over. For the first time in years, communities in
these regions are starting to feel some relief as paramilitary
forces move into places that were once out of reach. However,
the bigger challenge goes beyond security. Over the past dec-
ade, the government claims to have built more roads, im-
proved telecom networks, expanded banking services, and
set up schools and skill centres in these regions. Welfare pro-
grammes have also grown, though not always consistently.
But development is about more than just numbers. Some
of the grim realities that allowed Maoism to flourish—depri-
vation, exclusion, broken trust—remain. Tribal communi-
ties, some having lost their land and forest rights, continue to
face exploitation and official neglect in many places. If these
grievances are not fixed, the ground may remain fertile for
Maoism or other similar movements. The government needs
to be not just present, but also be responsive. The Constitution
offers a path forward with protections under the Fifth Sched-
ule, forest rights and local authority through the Panchayats
(Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act. These have fallen
short mostly because of poor implementation, not because
the laws themselves are flawed. The governors’ duty to protect
tribal interests should be taken seriously. Officials need to
work closely and responsibly with local communities.
Rehabilitation needs to be more than just a gesture. Edu-
cation, healthcare, jobs and dignity should reach every
household. The sharp decline in Maoist control gives a win-
dow of opportunity. Until March 31, the government chiefly
focused on security issues in these regions, often at a high
human cost. Now it needs to shift to solving the deeper so-
cial, economic and cultural issues such as land rights, jobs
and inclusion that are at the root of the conflict.

CONCERTED EFFORT NEEDED
TO CURB MATERNAL DEATHS

detailed study has raised alarm over the slowing glo-
bal progress on reducing maternal mortality rate
(MMR). Of the 204 countries surveyed for the paper
published in the Lancet Obstetrics, Gynaecology &
Women'’s Health journal, 104 are yet to meet the United
Nations and World Health Organization’s Sustainable De-
velopment Goal 3.1 to lower MMRSs to less than 70 deaths per
lakh live births by 2030. It places India in the higher MMR
bracket, alongside Ethiopia, Nigeria and Pakistan.

Though India's MMR of 88 recorded in 2021-23 is an im-
provement from the 91 reported in 2019-21, it is still way
above the SDG 3.1 target. This is despite various initiatives
by the Union government under the National Health Mis-
sion—such as Janani Suraksha Yojana, Janani Shishu
Suraksha Karyakram, Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matrit-
va Abhiyan, Surakshit Matritva Aashwasan and LaQshya—
to reduce MMR across the country.

Odisha (153), Chhattisgarh (146), Madhya Pradesh (142) and
Uttar Pradesh (141) are the biggest laggards, with rates more
than double the target. The states that have already bettered
the 2030 goal include Andhra Pradesh and Kerala, which have
MMRs of 30 each, along with Tamil Nadu at 35, Telangana at
59 and Karnataka at 68. Puducherry became the first Union
Territory to record zero MMR in 2024-25. Clearly, South India
has fared far better in safeguarding maternal health.

According to the National Family Health Survey, births at
healthcare institutions—one of the most effective ways to
lower MMR—accounted for 88.6 percent of the total in 2019-
21, a significant increase from 78.9 percent in 2015-16. The
main reasons for maternal mortality in India are obstetric
haemorrhage, infections, hypertensive disorders, anaemia
and nutritional deficiencies, unsafe abortions, delays in ac-
cessing care and lack of preparedness. While camps are pro-
visioned to improve health departments’ outreach to preg-
nant women in remote areas, the sheer magnitude of the
challenge of covering the entire population is steep.

To achieve the SDG goal, a joint approach between the
Union and states is needed to significantly improve access
to pregnancy care. While we aim for having a Viksit
Bharat by 2047, we should not forget the old Sanskrit
shloka, Janani janmtzblmomischa swargadapi gariyasi
(Mother and motherland are superior even to heaven).

e oV c |
ACHIEVING BALANCE IN Al

parliamentary panel’s report on artificial intelligence
A should propel the government to aim higher and act faster.

Of the three main constraints identified in deploying AT
at scale, adequacy of computing facilities and datasets can be
ensured relatively faster, given enough investment and en-
ergy allocation. But the third issue—shortage of skills—
would take countrywide planning. Lessons can be learnt from
China in both what to do and what not to. Chinese schools
embed curiosity in Al and robotics early, as it has been identi-
fied as a subject of national priority and made mandatory in
several provinces. But a balance is also needed. Experts have
warned of the harm to mental health that Chinese parents’
embrace of Al toys, tutors and therapy bots can lead to.

b

ANIPUR'S tragicethnic con-
flict is threatening to acquire
a new dimension by bring-
ing more ethnic groups into
the theatre. This looming
danger was sensed all along
by those who intimately un-
derstand the state’s complex multi-eth-
nic demography. But others chose a
simplistic view.

Even as the nearly-three-year-old
confrontation between the majority
non-tribal, predominantly Hindu
Meiteis and Christian Kuki-Zo group of
tribes is showing signs of easing, a new
conflict front is opening up between
Kukis and Nagas, whose settlements in
the hills are closely interlaced.

For the moment, this new friction is
largely restricted to three of the state’s
10 hill districts. The latest is in Ukhrul,
where Kukis and Tangkhul Nagas are
now in a dangerous faceoff, with two fa-
talities already counted and over 50
houses belonging to both sides de-
stroyed in the Litan area along the Im-
phal-Ukhrul road. Earlier, even while
the Meitei-Kuki conflict was raging, ten-
sion had begun brewing in the Tamen-
glong and Kangpokpi districts between
Kukis and Zeliangrong Nagas.

Like other Naga tribes in Manipur,
the Zeliangrongs claim that the lands
on which the Kukis are now settled
were originally theirs, leased out to the
latter. They are also unhappy that
camps for Kuki militants who signed a
suspension of operation agreement
with the government were being relo-
cated to lands they consider theirs.

For about a year, the militant Zelian-
grong United Front waged a campaign
of destroying poppy fields that they
claim were cultivated on their lands by
Kukis, causing dangerous frictions.

Last month, the problem was com-
pounded with the Tangkhul Nagas also
coming into the picture. On the evening
of February 7, trouble exploded in
Litan village when a few drunken Kuki
men assaulted and injured a Tangkhul
man. Efforts to reach an amicable set-
tlement failed. The open hostilities
that broke out by February 9 are now
threatening to spread.

Quite obviously, a single spark could
not have caused an inferno had the
ground not been dry and ready to catch
fire. The Tangkhuls, too, consider the
Kukis migrants settled on land leased to
them by nearby Tangkhul villages. They
claim these leased lands still belong to
Tangkhuls. The Kukis, however, coun-
ter-claim that all the lands they are now
settled on are rightfully theirs.

The land conflict between two hill communities shows that the
state’s complex ethnic fabric can't be easily folded into binaries.
Universal laws must replace selective British-era codes

FIRE SPREADS
TO THE HILLS
OF MANIPUR

It is pertinent to note that steam for
the current Kuki-Tangkhul tensions
began building over compensation
claims for lands the government had
acquired for broadening of the Imphal-
Ukhrul highway.

Modern land regulations under the
Manipur Land Revenue and Land Re-
forms Act, 1960 are not extended into
the hill districts. Instead, the custom-
ary laws of indigenous tribes are still
in vogue there. The current land ad-
ministration system is roughly mod-
elled on what independent India inher-
ited from British revenue
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chaic system are called for. Entrenched
interests can be predicted to resist any
move to introduce modern land laws in
the hills, but the need of the hour is at
least to codify the customary laws so
they can be justly and impartially ap-
plied to all stakeholders.

Equally importantly, the law must
make it mandatory for traditionally
shifting populations to adopt a seden-
tary and enumerable lifestyle. Deadly
frictions between mobile and seden-
tary populations are a historical reali-
ty and continue to be so. Kuki villages
tend to 1y split and proliferate,

in the Northeast and Myanmar, where-
in the hills were left unadministered,
designated as ‘excluded areas’ or ‘par-
tially excluded areas’.

The unfolding conflict in Manipur is
an indication that changes in this ar-

which often causes frictions between
them and their neighbours.

History tells us that when the British
took over the Northeast, the valleys—
where agricultural surpluses led to
state formation with centralised bu-

The comforting idea that ‘the old will
die and the young will forget’ expresses
one of the deepest aspirations of Israeli
leaders after 1948. It was not to be

Rashid
Khalidi

reaucracies—were easier to bring un-
der one law. In the mountains, the nu-
merous villages were like tiny
kingdoms, often at war with each other.
An agreement with one would not hold
in the next village, prompting the Brit-
ish to leave them as unadministered
territories, except for conducting oc-
casional punitive expeditions.

Two centuries after the signing of
the Treaty of Yandaboo in 1826, which
brought the British to the Northeast,
the socio-economic playfields have
considerably levelled out. Efforts must
now be made to evolve suitable, con-
sensual reforms to bring the region
out of its time warp, towards a more
universal legal platform.

Meanwhile, the fact-finders who
trooped to Manipur when the conflict
was restricted to Meiteis and Kuki-Zos
are largely silent on this new develop-
ment. Now that both the warring sides
are Christian tribal communities, they
probably realise how wrong their fa-
miliar conflict template of a Hindu ma-
jority targeting minority Christians,
Muslims, Dalits or tribals was.

Thelesson is that the representation of
traumatic conflicts in complex multi-eth-
nic social structures such as Manipur’s
is never easy. The temptation before para-
trooping observers is to adopt linear, text-
book conflict models they are familiar
with to comprehend what they witness.
But these can be grossly inadequate.

While it is absolutely necessary to not
give moral equivalence to victims and
perpetrators, the line that divides the
two is not always distinct in conflicts in
such a complex and intertwined ethnic
maze. Both conflicting parties can be
victims as much as perpetrators.

As trauma scholars have cautioned,
this shortfall can be true for the subjects
of the conflicts themselves wrifing
about them, as well as for observers
from outside these theatres assessing
the conflicts. While the former are prone
towhat Dominick LaCapra calls ‘fidelity
to trauma’, leading to a sense of victim-
hood, the latter can end up ‘numbing
empathy’, which media scholar Tony
Harcup interprets as ‘objectivism’.

LaCapra’s recommendation for trau-
ma representation is to find the ‘mid-
dle voice’. In retrospect, the lack of in-
terest of many in this middle voice in
covering Manipur’s crisis may have
complicated and prolonged the conflict
itself, reminiscent of what Bertrand
Russell anticipated as the harm that
even good men can do.

(Views are personal)
(phanjoubam@gmail.com)

PROGRESSIVES MIME A MAGA MIXUP

HESE are confusing and con-
fused ideological times. Aside
from the hardened ones, few
of the ideologised know where
they stand on the shifting
sands of political loyalties and
conflicting pedagogies that
have suddenly, in the twin wakes of the
Gaza genocide and the Americo-Israeli
war on Iran, turned from implacable
combativeness to baffled cooperation.

On March 17, Donald Trump's counter-
terrorism chief Joe Kent became the
highest-ranking administration official
toresign over the war on Iran. His words,
on X, were: “Iran posed no imminent
threat to our nation, and it is clear that we
started this war due to pressure from Is-
rael and its powerful American lobby.”

In his sights were Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu and his glee-
fully self-satisfied interventions in the
‘White House, and the deeply-embedded
Zionist lobby led by the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee, which funds
US legislators with millions of dollars
and has been dictating US policy in the
Middle East-North Africa (MENA) re-
gion for the past several presidencies.

These are targets that the liberals and
the left in the US share with a certain
section of the right wing: the Chris-
tian—or at least the fiercely Chris-
tophilic—alt-right, which is audacious-
ly voluble and increasingly influential
across social media. Except for a few
evangelical Christians, this Christo-
right is pointedly not philosemitic.

That it has no love for present-day Is-
rael is not a matter of provenancial
mystery, given the mindbending brutal-
ity of not just the Israeli State, but the
complicity of ordinary Israelis. The
American Christo-right, for all its self-
positioning on Iran, is antisemitic—as
in anti-Jewry—to its bones.

When the liberal-left began sharing
Kent’s explosive interviews with appro-
bation, one big irony seemed to have es-
caped them: that Kent and his alt-right
interviewers not only hate Jews, but that
they also fundamentally support Trump,
who is an intemperate Israelophile. They
are all MAGA. They are all anti-immi-
grant, pro-deportation and for prodigally
militarising the border. They have noth-
ing against the extravagant and creative
malfeasance of the US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement or ICE, which
Trump's opposition refers to as his ad-
ministration’s Gestapo. They are all in
favour of oil exploitation, into climate-
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change denialism and in favour of unfet-
tered artificial intelligence ultra-tech-
nocratism. When they applauded Kent’s
revelation that 18 American intelligence
agencies had advised Trump against at-
tacking Iran, but that he did anyway,
they were cementing their conviction
that Trump’s ecosystem was fine but his
closest coterie was compromised.

Some think Trump should stop engag-
ingexpansionally abroad and focus on the
domestic. Others, that he should reroute
military spending, which he has increased
by more than 17 percent this finaneial

The resignation of Trump's
counterterrorism chief Joe Kent
for going to war against Iran
revealed a deep confusion in the
MAGA camp. Rightwingers are
finding it difficult to distinguish
between antisemitism,
anti-Zionism and anti-Israelism.
Progressives are no less confused

year, to salving the back home.
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that although he is ideologically the
cat's whiskers, he is a soft touch: not just
the Israelis, but the entire Jewry has
been able to blind him to the obvious—
that Israelism is a bad idea. This refrain
is echoed across the alt-right ecosys-
tem—from Tucker Carlson, Joe Rogan,
Candace Owens, Nick Fuentes and Stew
Peters to Owen Shroyer.

The problem for progressives—the
term ‘liberal’ crosses the right-left bi-
nary too easily to be precisely usable—
is that none of these ultra-rightwingers
is wrong about Israel, but that they are
wrong about Am Yisrael, the Jewish
peoples of arange of ideological convic-
tions ranging from ultra-conservatism
toreformism. All-purpose antisemitism
is not a digestible response to Israel's
ineredible, world-breaking inhumanity.
Anti-Zionism and anti-Israelism are.

Progressive ideologues are at that in-
flection point where they discover that
ideologies are increasingly intersection-
al—just as geopolitics and geostrategy are
turning out to be, with States declaring
multi-alignment as fundamental to mak-
ing their way across an increasingly
transactional world where ethics, like car-
bon tax, is negotiable or contractual—but
not credentialled or served by long-term
overlaps. The sharing of the alt-right’san-
tisemitic videos in the garb of anti-Is-
raelism and anti-Zionism by atheists, ag-
nostics, believers and secularists alike
with no small approbation is disturbing.

Because, once the Israelist issue is
done and dusted—as it will be, sooner or
laler we will beleﬂ holding the can of

never i tobe forever,

Yet others, that he should rout the combi-
nation of Jewish Zionism and evangelical
Christian Israelism as satanic. Still oth-
ers, that Trump should abandon the sink-
ing ship that’s Israel. Some realpolitik
rationalists consider the MENA region as
of dwindling significance as alternative
forms of energy—all anathema to Trump,
who fashions himself after oil barons—
take hold globally, especially in China,
which Trump considers his béte noire.
But none of them thinks that Trump
is in any way wrong by himself—just
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unable to extricate ourselves from ideo-
logical appropriation and refashioning,
our wills trapped in the rotting corpse
of momentary common purpose.

Once the simoom settles in MENA,
these very alt-right influencers will turn
on progressiveness, minorityism, immi-
grationism, secularity, international-
ism. One common conviction—punctum
temporis,a moment in time—could blind
us to the larger dangers of annexation
to the long-term cause of the right.

(Views are personal)
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Guided learning

Ref: Stories for children (Apr ). It's a
wonderful initiative to promote literacy
among children. While children naturally
love stories, they are also surprisingly
drawn to broader social issues such as
politics and science. My adolescent children
recently left for their grandfather's home on
vacation. Before leaving, they made a special
request that | send them daily clippings
from The New Indian Express editorial

page and the art corner which they are very
fond of reading. While they could easily
access a copy there, that is not the point.
What matters more is the involvement of
parents—the sharing, guiding and
discussing what they read together.

S Sundareswara Pandiyan, Chennai

Rightful protection

Ref: Going beyond the brief on conversion
(Apr 1). Protections against discriminatory
treatment for members of marginalised
communities were conceived in the face
of socioeconomic considerations. It can
be easily surmised that the principle of
equality before law is clearly violated

by denying protections to individuals
who convert to other religions.

Jose M, Kochi

Toxic legacies

Ref: The environmental cost of war (Apr1).
To tackle the menace of toxic legacies of
wars, people across the globe must step up
awareness, speak out against destructive
policies and push for environmentally
responsible conflict resolution. Civil society
can join hands, call for accountability and
back initiatives that clean up war-hit regions
and restore ecological balance.

Raju Kolluru, Kakinada

Riding tiger

Ref: Go get your own oil (Apr1). Donald
Trump, like Vladimir Putin, seems to be lately
realising that war achieves nothing except
for obliterating realities on the ground. His
tantrums are frustrations over his dilemmas
to dismount the war tiger he so easily
mounted. Flexing war muscles in lieu of
diplomacy is a sure recipe for tragedy.
Ullattil Pakiteeri Raghunathan, Thrissur

Ritualistic tragedy

Ref: Bihar stampede (Apr 1). Stampedes

at temples are no longer shocking, they
have become a recurring, almost ritvalistic,
tragedy across India. The latest horror is
not an ‘accident’ but a damning indictment
of administrative failure. Administrative
lethargy can no longer be tolerated.
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Blending tech with education should be a measured move

On the face of it, the Telangana gov-
ernment has done well by coming
up with a slew of measures that are
aimed at making students, right from
the school level, to be career ready.
Bringing in education reforms that
are intended at boost public schooling
through technology integration and
student welfare initiatives are steps in
the right direction.

Among the decisions that will ‘pre-
pare’ them for a secure future is the
proposal to introduce Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) concepts in school cur-
riculum, The phased introduction is
to make the students adept at handling
all emerging technologies and be com-
petition ready. Towards this, spreading
digital awareness and equipping them
with problem solving skills, is a sound
move,

The governments seriousness
in achieving the intended goals is
evidenced by the fact that foremost
among the plans is in strengthening
school infrastructure, Upgrading cur-
riculum that keeps pace with prevail-
ing trends and current requirements
and are complemented with improved
academic, administrative models and
qualified teachers will all be progres-
sive and workable ideas, provided they
are implemented with the earnest with
which the authorities plan to go about.

However, in their overwhelming
focus on introducing tech-backed ed-
ucation, the authorities are overlook-
ing some crucial aspects, which, if left
unaddressed, could kill the very pur-
pose of the grandiose reforms. A keen
follower of the changes that are being
rung opined that there are some latent

lacunae that somehow do not sink
with the intention of the authorities.
Despite it not being said in the
open, a heated debate is underway
over the pros and cons of the proposed
reforms. On the one side, policymak-
ers, who will back every move of the
government as is their wont and for
obvious reasons, and technology ex-
perts see is as a forward looking move
that helps students to enthusiastically
embrace the digital future, while on
the other hand cognitive researchers
remain wary while contending that
this could undermine the knowledge
gained naturally about the evolution
and growth of human cognition. Iron-
ically, both sides are seemingly right.
Whispers doing the rounds in the
corridors of power are that some high-
er-ups are hastily (read it as blindly)

promoting the proposal merely to be
in the good books of the government,
perhaps for later day gains. This ex-
plains the push for Artificial Intelli-
gence into school education, despite
the inherent flaws. IT modules for
classroom access are being drafted in
consultation with 1T professionals,
which makes sense given the expertise
they bringalong.

Taken asa whole, one comes across
many ifs and buts with the most glar-
ing one being the manner experts
from fundamental sciences, including
physics, life sciences, and cognitive
psychology, are not being consulted.
In fact, they remain virtually sidelined,
even though their inputs could have
given a sense of completeness to the
reforms and made them relevant.

Speaking about a proposed major

transformation of the state’s educa-
tion system, Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy on February 27 declared that
Al will be integrated into the school
curriculum starting from the 2026-27
academic year. Towards this, he want-
ed officials to implement short-term
Al training for teachers to help them
adapt to the shifting technological
landscape.

Indeed, rejecting technology per se
is not the answer but designing educa-
tion that respects the natural trajectory
of cognition while preparing children
for the digital age makes for an all-
encompassing shift. However, one fails
to understand why in their quest for
Al one-upmanship, the government is
calling for English medium of instruc-
tion, while meting out a step motherly
treatment for Telugu language.

Nothing can be more sublime than one’s
attachment to the mother tongue

language of the heart is for et

DR MOHAN KANDA

HE number of things
Tpeoplc belonging  to

different religions, cul-
tures, creeds, and speak differ-
ent languages, and practice dif-
ferent rituals, have in common,
is truly amazing,

Fossil and DNA evidence
indicate that having evolved
in Africa_approximately two
to three lakh years ago, Homo
sapiens migrated to the rest of
the world.

Judaism, Christianity and
Islam, classified as Abrahamic
religions, trace their spiritual
and genealogical origins to the
patriarch Abraham.

Irrespective of the language
a composition is made, its
structure is based on ‘raga) or
different combinations of the
same seven notes of music.

Then why do we have barri-
ers across caste, creed, religion,
language and culture? They
are, after all, only artificial di-
visions, largely created by poli-
ticians and religious leaders,
for serving their own vested
interests.

Patronage by rulers in olden
days was the primary catalyst
for languages to flourish, act-
ing as a crucial bridge between
scholarly expression and wide-
spread cultural acceptance.
Rulers fostered linguistic de-
velopment through financial
support, official recognition,
and personal engagement in
literary pursuits.

Throughout history, several
monarchs and rulers were not
only known for their military
or administrative prowess, but
also for being accomplished

Suravaram Sudhakar Reddy - A guiding force in my polztzcal life [ v

Dr K NARAYANA

uravaram Sudhakar Red-

dy was not just a political
leader to me; he was an in-
separable part of my politi-
cal journey. Right from my
student days to my role in
the Communist movement,
his influence has been pro-
found and lasting.

I first came into contact
with him during my stu-
dent years, when I had no
direct connection with poli-
tics. It was through student
movements and collective
struggles that 1 began to
understand public life. At

poets, writers, and patrons of
literature. They used literature
and poetry as a form of self-ex-
pression, political propaganda
and intellectual pursuit.

‘There are many such exam-
ples in Indian history. For in-
stance, King Harsha, a promi-
nent emperor in north India in
the 6th and 7th centuries CE, is
credited with having authored
three Sanskrit plays, including
*Priyadarsika.

Also in this category is
Malwa regions King Bhoja,
whose books covered a range
of subjects, from poetry m ar-

Irrespective of whatever is happening in the realm

of A
ofthe |

through

i n of digital

chitecture. King Vik

was known for his generous
patronage of poetry. His Court
was adorned by great poets
such as Bihana and Shantina-
tha

Vijayanagara Empire’s
Queen Ganga Devi authored
the historical poem ‘Madhura
Vijayam, chronicling the Vijay-
anagara conquest of Madurai.
Sti Krishna Devaraya wrote
the classic Amuktamalyada, in
the introduction of which he
famously quoted Lord Vishnu
of Srikakulam, as having ap-
peared to him in a dream and
telling him to write the book in
Telugu, the ‘sweetest’ of Indian
languages.

Such patronage, extended by
benign and enlightened rulers,
was also common elsewhere in
the world.

Henry VIII, James I, Queen
Victoria, Guillaume (William)
IX, Duke of Aquitaine, and
Gascony in France have carved
a niche for themselves for their
exceptional scholarly and crea-
tive pursuits.

Meanyhile, the advent of
the digital era has caused a
massive die-off of languages
of the world, which are going
extinct at an alarming rate,
almost at the rate of one every

fortnight.
Apparently, due to the harsh
environment, minority lan-

guages are unable to survive
and enter the digital space un-

that crucial stage, Sudhakar
Reddy played a defining role
in shaping my ideological
path and commitment to
the people.

He possessed a rare com-
bination of clarity, discipline,
and humility. As a leader, he
never imposed authority
but instead guided through
persuasion and example. He
encouraged young activists
like me to take responsibil-
ity, work among the masses,
and remain committed to
principles rather than posi-
tions.

Our association gradu-
ally grew beyond politics
into a deep personal bond.
Our families became closely
connected, and our relation-
ship was built on mutual
trust and respect. In party
work, we often comple-
mented each other—while
1 tended to react quickly
in moments of struggle, he
would approach situations
with calmness and thought-
ful analysis. This balance

technology, the primacy of the mother tongue of an

asa conduit for thy

of fine arts,

like literature, music, and poetry, and as an authentic

hicle for artistic

and remains

unchallenged. This Is largely on account of the emotional

hich
which

native speakers, who use them
for daily communication. San-
skrit, while not in use anymore
as a spoken tongue, continues
to be used widely in Hindu rit-
uals, yoga and academic stud-
ies. While these languages may
lack natural and day-to-day
use, none of them is in imme-
diate danger of disappearing
altogether.

Irrespective  of  whatever
is happening in the realm
of communication through
languages, against the back-
ground of theincreasing domi-
nation of digital lc»hnulogv,

Mathematics (STEM) use the
lexicon of an emerging digital
genre known as techno - scien-

tific public discourse, a highly
precise technical terminology

with informal, multimodal and
interactive social jargon. In
such communications, abbre-
viations, hashtags and visual

aids, such as info graphics and -

graphs, are used to convey
complex data rapidly. For digi-
tal platforms like Weibo, X and

LinkedIn, such specialised vo-

cabulary is crucial.
No matter how hard lan-
guages Lr) o preserve their in-
and the

the primacy of an individ

mother tongue, as a conduit
for the appreciation of fine
arts, like literature, music, and
poetry, and as an authentic
vehicle for artistic expression
and understanding, remains

while using the moth

tongue. Rabindranath Tagore equated it toa language in
which one's nner sentiments are formulated.

less supported. A study has it
that less than five per cent of
languages currently in use are
expected to qualify for digitisa-
tion. Consequently, technolo-
gies have emerged. Projects
like ‘Lingua Libre) archive
and document endangered
languages before they vanish
completely.

Moreover, new Artificial
Intelligence (Al) tools have
become available, which help
preserve  such  languages.
While technology, undoubt-
edly, is a powerful toal for
preservation, it also serves as a
catalyst for bringing into being
amore homogeneous, English-
dominated digital landscape.
Thus, there is in place, today,
a situation which has created
a complex and dualistic real-
ity for languages. Technology
is both accelerating the decline
of many while providing tools
for the survival and revitalisa-
tion of some others. It is akin
to Darwinian manifestation,
figuratively svcaking of ‘sur-

strengthened both our work
and our friendship.

Suravaram Sudhakar
Reddy has contributed im-
mensely towards strength-
ening the Communist
movement, particularly in
organizing students, youth,
and workers. He was a firm
believer in collective leader-
ship and always worked to
build strong organizational

vival of the fittest; in the com-
munity of languages. It is not
that languages are losing their
relevance. Only, a rapid shift is
taking place on account of the
emphasis on online communi-
cations, with a small number of
dominant languages thriving,
while a vast majority are end-
ing up ‘digitally dead’

The internet is heavily dom-
inated by a handful of languag-
es, such as English, Chinese
and French. Also, digital com-
munication sets heavy store on
brevity, with acronyms such as
Laugh Out Loud (LOL), Away
From Keyboard (AFK) and
Ask Me Anything (AMA) and
expressions such as trending,
viral, emojis and shortened
slang dominating the envi-
ronment and traditional vo-
cabulary finding sparing use.
A process of linguistic erosion
and compression!

Latin, ancient Greek and
Sanskrit are generally consid-
ered ‘dead” languages, as they
nearly lack a community of

structures rather than indi-
vidual prominence.

Even during difficult
political  situations,  he
remained  steadfast and
composed. His ability to
maintain ideological clarity
while navigating practical
challenges earned him the
wholehearted respect of his

unchal d. This is largely
on account of the emotional
resonance which one experi-
ences while using the mother
tongue, The first Indian Nobel
Laureate, philosopher, social
reformer and composer, Ra-
bindranath Tagore, equated
the mother tongue to mother's
milk and as the natural me-
dium for expressing innocent
feelings and inner truths; alan-
guage in which one's inner sen-
timents are formulated. Even
the British implemented the
system of regional languages
as media of instruction up to
the Secondary School Leaving
Certificate (SSLC). The mother
tongue is also deeply enter-
tained with cultural identity,
inherited  traditions, stories,
and social values, without
which one is in danger of miss-
ing the subtle nuances and cul-
tural metaphors, and histori-
cal context, that give literature
and poetry their richness, the
reason why artists believe that
genuine poetry can only be cre-
ated in the mother tongue, the
language of one’s dreams and
earliest emotions.

The areas of Science, Tech-
nology, F.ngmcermg, and

rapidity of present day commu-

nication, and the need for in-

creasing the size of vocabulary

common to most languages, is

making some words acquire
practically universal compre-

hension. Some examples are |

mama, papa, coffee, khaki, tea
or chai, banana, taxi, telephone,
ok, metro, airport, TV, com-
puter, football, sugar, yoga and
Nirvana,

The attachment one feels to-
wards the mother tongue was

best demonstrated by the story :

(probably apocryphal),  that
is attributed to the legendary
maverick poet-Tenali Ramal-
ingaiah. When a versatile poet
from a distant land visited the
Emperor’s court and challenged
the erudite people present on
the occasion to defeat him in
any language of the country,
Ramalingaiah volunteered to
take up the gauntlet, Instead
of engaging in a direct téte-a-
téte with the visitor, he devised
a cunning method to achieve
the objective. When the visit-
ing poet was asleep, that night
Ramalingaiah hired a couple of
hoodlums to attack the sleep-
ing scholar. Alarmed and in
pain, the visitor woke up, curs-
ing the assailants, quite expect-
edly, in his mother tongue!

(The writer was formerly
Chief Secretary, Government
of Andhra Prndzsh)

Suravaram Sudhakar Reddy has contributed
immensely towards strengthening the Communist
movement, particularly in organizing students,
youth, and workers. He was a firm believer in
collective leadership and always worked to build
strong organizational structures rather than
individual prominence. Even during difficult
political situations, he remained steadfast and
composed. His ability to maintain ideological
clarity while navigating practical challenges
eamed him the wholehearted respect of his peers
and contemporaries from across the country.

In his later years, as his
health began to decline, it
was deeply painful to watch
his suffering. Yet, even in
those moments, his concern
for the movement and the
people never diminished.
His dedication remained
unshaken until the very end.

Today, though he is no
longer physically with us, his
legacy continues to inspire.

peers and ¢ poraries
from across the country.

For me he re-

mains a constant presence—

a source of strength and
guidance. His life stands as
a testament to unwavering
commitment to the cause of
the common people.
Suravaram
Reddy will always be re-
membered as a leader who
lived not for himself, but for

the people and the move- :

ment he believed in.
(The writer is Chairman,
Control Commission, Com-
munist Party of India)

Sudhakar |

MEDLEY

STOP!.. TILL
1 COUNT YOU
FOR THE CENSUS,

Empoweringevery child must be the aim

PROPOS “Reform or repackaging? Need to rethink
TG’ education policy” (THI April 1), one cannot
miss the irony of a policy that trumpets inclusivity while
privileging private schooling and English from the nurs-
ery years. Reform should mean strengthening public
education, not outsourcing it to market forces. Pedagogy
worldwide affirms that early learning in the mother tongue
anchors comprehension and confidence. To ignore this is
to risk widening inequities and eroding cultural roots, Par-
ents’ aspi for English are und dable, but policy
must balance ambition with equity. Telangana’s vision for
excellence will ring hollow if it sidelines linguistic diversity
and public schooling. True reform lies in empowering eve-

ry child, not repackaging old hierarchies in new rhetoric.
K Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

China-Pak peace proposal is bang on

HIS refers to the news report “All eyes on 19 ships
stranded in Hormuz” (THI, April 1). The safe pas-
sage of eight Indian-flagged vessels is a relief, but 19 ships
carrying LPG, crude, and LNG still lying stranded is not
a situation that can be managed through inter-ministerial
briefings alone, Energy cargo of this scale has direct down-
stream consequences on cooking gas availability, refinery
operations, and household prices. India needs a dedicated
maritime liaison mechanism with Iranian port authorities
for precisely these situations. The China-Pakistan peace
proposal, whatever its geopolitical motivations, at least
puts safe passage formally on the table. India should pursue
the same objective through its own diplomatic channels,

quietly but with greater urgency than is currently visible.
K Sakunthala, Coimbatore-641016

Need to diagnose investor apathy

HIS refers to the editorial “Strive to ensure better re-
sults from ECMS" (THI, April 1). The government’s
frustration with the electronics industry’s slow response to
ECMS is understandable, but the article rightly points to
a more fundamental issue — that financial support alone
cannot substitute for an ecosystem. Countries like China,
South Korea, and Taiwan did not build electronics domi-
nance through subsidies alone. They built it through dec-
ades of supplier networks, engineering talent pipelines, and
institutional patience. India$ risk-averse business culture,
which gravitates toward asset-light models, will not change
through warmngs l'mm ministers. It will change when the
total ilability, logistics reliability, skilled
& and puhcy consi kes manufacturing a
more attractive option. Diagnosing investor apathy honest-
ly, rather than simply urging industry to “do more” would

be a more productive starting point.
A Myilsami, Coimbatore-641402

Strategic autonomy is a necessity

HIS is further to the news report “US will remember:

Trump warns France, Italy” (THI, April 1). It illustrates
how quickly the Iran conflict is straining relationships well
beyond the immediate parties. France denying airspace,
Ttaly distancing itself from base usage, defence sales be-
ing halted are not minor diplomatic friction points. They
reflect a genuine unease among European allies about be-
ing drawn into a war they did not sanction. US President
Donald Trump's public warnings to allied governments
via social media posts are particularly counterproductive.
Coercing partners rarely produces the cooperation sought,
and risks accelerating the very fragmentation of Western
alliances that adversaries would welcome most. For coun-
tries like India, watching this dynamic unfold, the lesson
is clear — in a fractured world, strategic autonomy is not a
luxury but a necessity.

S M Jeeva, Chennai-32
thehansreader@gmail.com

Novel eyber safety awareness
campaign by city cops

BENGALURU: The Bengaluru City Police grabbed pub-
lic attention with a social media post offering “Free IPL
Tickets,” but the announcement turned out to be a clever
awareness campaign rather than a real giveaway.

Sharing the poster on its official X (formerly Twitter)
account, the police claimed that two free IPL tickets were
being offered and urged users to click a link in the bio to
participate. The post quickly caught the attention of cricket
fans, many of whom believed it to be genuine and began
searching for the link. However, the initiative was part of
an April 1 (April Fool's Day) campaign aimed at highlight-
ing the growing threat of cyber fraud during the Indian
Premncr League season. 'ﬂmmgh this prank, the palice

d how easily cybercri Is lure people with
attractive offers such as free tickets. Officials warned the
public not to click on unknown or suspicious links, espe-
cially those promising freebies, as they are often traps de-
signed to steal personal information or money.

“Do not fall for offers that seem too good to be true.
Cyber fraudsters often exploit popular events like TPL to
target unsuspecting users,” the police said, reinforcing the
importance of digital vigilance.The campaign has been
widely appreciated for its creative approach in spreading
awareness about online safety.

Read more at.
https://epaper. ind
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From beingan importer of mobile phones back in 2014,

India has now become a net exporter. We have more than

300 mobile manufacturing units operational in the country
-Jitin Prasada, Minister of state for electronics & IT

Business
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Dark Fantasy's
campaign

unfeast Dark Fan-

tasy brought its lat-
est ‘1 Million Fantasies”
campaign to the streets
through a grand, spec-
tacle-led  out-of-home
(OOH) activation that
transformed atraditional
hoarding into a live party.
The brand revealed that
as part of this campaign it
will be fulfilling the fan-
tasyof ‘Party with SRK’
for 40 lucky consumers.
Suraj Kathuria, Head
of Marketing, Biscuits,
Foods Division, ITC Ltd,
said: “With this activa-
tion, we wanted to push
the boundaries ofwhat a
hoarding can do”

iQoo 15 Apex
launched

$Qoo, a smartphone
lhr:md, announced the
launch of the iQoo 15
Apex, a new color variant
of the flagship iQoo 15.
Building on the success
of iQoo 15, the Apex el-
evates the flagship expe-
rience with a bold design
while further strength-
ening iQoo’s leadership
in  performance and
cutting-edge display in-
novation.The new de-
vice stands out with a
bold and striking design.
Inspired by the idea of
the “Apex” - the high-
est point - it symbolizes
dominance,  precision,
and confidence.

Skoda sells
20,028 units
koda Auto India

continued its strong
growth trajectory into

MARKETS KICK OFF

FY27

LID STA

@ Crude oil eased,
improvinginflation
and macro outiook

© Global cues strong:
US markets rallied;

Aslan indices surged
sharply

© Top gainers: Trent,
InterGlobe Aviation,
Adani Ports, SBI,
BEL

MUMBAL  STOCK mar-
kets closed nearly 2 per cent
higher on Wednesday, with
the Sensex and Nifty rallying
in tandem with global peers
amid hopes of de-escalation
in the West Asia conflict.
Starting the new fiscal year
on a high note, the 30-share
BSE Sensex jumped 1,186.77
points or 1.65 per cent to set-
tle at 73,134.32, During the
day, it surged 2,017.03 points
or 2.80 per cent to 73,964.58.

Snapping its two-day fall-
ing streak, the 50-share NSE

Nifty climbed 348 points
or 1.56 per cent to end at
22,67940. A drop in crude
oil prices also boosted the
market sentiment. From the
30-Sensex firms, Trent, Inter-
Globe Aviation, Adani Ports,
Bharat  Electronics, ~ State
Bank of India and Eternal
emerged as the major gainers.
NTPC, Sun Pharma, Power
Grid, UltraTech Cement and
Bharti Airtel were the lag-
gards.

"Indian equity markets
opened the new financial
year on a positive note, with
stocks soaring on fresh opti-
mism surrounding a potential

de-escalation of the Middle
East conflict and easing of
energy supply disruptions,”
Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich
Money, an online trading and
wealth tech firm, said. Presi-
dent Trump's remarks that
the US could withdraw from
Iran "whether we have a deal
or not" within the next two to
three weeks provided the cata-
lyst markets had been waiting
for, delivering a broad wave of
relief across global risk assets,
Ponmudi added. Sectorally,
BSE Services surged 4.99 per
cent, followed by PSU Bank
(3.66 per cent), Industrials
(3.40 per cent), Capital Goods

RIDING ON BULLS

Optimism over easing West Asia tensions and softer crude boosts risk appetite
—= Bl Loy 5,(

(3.29 per cent), MidSmall Pri-
vate Banks Quality Tilt (3.07
per cent), Consumer Dis-
cretionary (2.79 per cent),
Commodities (2.72 per cent)
and [T (240 per cent). BSE
Healthcare emerged as the
only laggard. A total of 3.828
stocks advanced while 508
declined and 101 remained
unchanged on the BSE. The
US market ended significant-
ly higher on Tuesday.

"Indian equity markets
opened FY27 on a strong
note, driven by improving
risk appetite following US
President Donald Trump's
remarks hinting at a potential
resolution to the West Asia
conflict," Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Investments
Limited, said. Brent crude,
the global oil benchmark,
declined 0.22 per cent to
USD 103.7 per barrel. Stock
markets were closed on Tues-
day for Shri Mahavir Jayanti.
Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (Flls) offloaded equities
worth Rs 11,163.06 crore on
Monday, according to ex-
change data.

GST revenues hit ¥2 lakh cr mark

FY26 collections grow 8.3% amid global uncertainty

Strong run

© March GSTat32 lakh
crore, up 8.8% YoY

« Imports drive growth
(up 17.8%)

® FY26 GSTcollections
rise 8.3%t0 ¥22.27
lakh crore

New Devut

GST revenues grew about
9 per cent in March 2026,
crossing Rs 2 lakh crore and
marking the third-highest
monthly collection in FY26,
supported by strong import
and domestic activity, ac-
cording to government data.

Gross domestic revenues
rose 5.9 per cent to over Rs
1.46 lakh crore, while collec-
tions from imports jumped
17.8 per cent to Rs 53,861
crore. The gross GST mop-
up stood at Rs 1.83 lakh
crore in March 2025,

While large states such as
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Telangana continue to show
robust growth in collec-
tions, states such as Haryana,
Andhra Pradesh, and Mad-
hya Pradesh demonstrate
slower.

Within  FY26, April re-
corded the highest-ever GST

collection at over Rs 236
lakh crore, followed by May
at over Rs 2,01 lakh crore,
placing March among the
top three months,

For the full fiscal, GST col-
lections grew 8.3 per cent
year-on-year to over Rs22.27
lakh crore.

Tax reforms introduced
in September 2025, includ-
ing rate cuts on around 375
items and merging slabs
into 5 per cent and 18 per
cent tiers (with a 40 per cent
rate for select luxury and sin
goods), initially led to a dip.
Collections fell to Rs 170

lakh crore in Ni be-

22,074 crore. After adjust-
ments, net GST revenue
stood at about Rs 1.78 lakh
crore, up 8.2 per cent year-
on-year.

Experts said strong im-
port growth played a key
role in boosting collections,
alongside steady consump-
tion demand. However, they
cautioned that the near-term
outlook remains uncertain,

Geopolitical  risks and
global inflationary pressures
could weigh on consump-
tion, though year-end de-
mand may offer some sup-
port. Analysts noted that

ing

fore recovering to Rs 1.74
lakh crore in December, Rs
1.93 lakh crore in January,
and over Rs 1.83 lakh crore
in February.

Refunds issued in March
rose 13.8 per cent to Rs

momentum  may  require
continued policy support.
Overall, GST trends indicate
fiscal resilience and align-
ment with economic growth,
reinforcing confidence in the
tax system’s stability.

Blinkit joins Mumbai airport
for in-terminal order delivery

MUMBAL  Adani Airport
Holdings has partnered with
Blinkit to launch India's first
in-terminal quick commerce
service at Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Air-
port, aimed at enhancing

2026, recording its high-
est-ever quarterly sales
in January-March with
20,028 units sold. This is
a growth of 17 per cent
over the 17,138 cars sold
in the same period last
year. Building on a land-
mark 2025, the carmaker
has sustained its growth
surge and is continuing
to break its own records,
further accelerating its
momentum in the Indian
market, the company
said. Skoda Kylag drove
the growth, it added.

Malabar Gold
opens outlet

alabar Gold & Dia-

monds inaugurat-
ed its latest showroom in
Sangareddy, Telangana,
further strengthening its
presence in the region
and bringing its wide
range of jewellery collec-
tions closer to customers.
The launch reflects the
brand’s continued focus
on expanding acces-
sibility while offering a
world-class retail experi-
ence.The showroom was
inaugurated by Chinta
Prabhakar,  Sangared-
dyMLA, T Jayaprakash
Reddy, TPCC Working
president, and T Nirmala
Jaggareddy, Chairperson,
TSHC Ltd. The shuw-
room offers a

The service is currently
operational at Terminal 2 for
domestic departures, allow-
ing travellers to order essen-
tial items through the Blinkit
app and receive them within
minutes inside the airport.

Passengers can  choose
from a range of products
including chargers, snacks,
books and personal care
items. Deliveries are ena-
bled across boarding g:ucs.

Z~
lounges, food courts and se-
lect retail outlets within the
terminal.
The operations are han-
dled by trained on-ground
staff to ensure secure and

seamless delivery without
disrupting airport processes
or passenger timelines. Per-
missible liquid items such as
packaged water, juices and
cold drinks are also available
through approved in-termi-
nal inventory, in line with
security mgulalinns.

NSETO LAUNCH NATURAL GAS
DERIVATIVES IN COLLABORATION WITH IGX

NEW DELHI: The National Stock Exchange (NSE) on Wednes-
day said it has partnered with Indian Gas Exchange Ltd (IGX) to
introduce exchange-traded derivatives based on domestic natural
gas prices. As part of the collaboration, NSE will launch natural
gas futures contracts linked to IGX's benchmark price index -- Gas
IndeX of India (GIXI), reflecting pricing based on actual trades
on the IGX platform. In a statement, the exchange said it has
received approval from markets regulator Sebi to launch Indian
natural gas futures, with the launch date to be announced shortly.
The proposed contracts aim to provide a transparent and efficient
risk management tool for stakeholders across the gas value chain,
including producers, consumers and market intermediaries.

Aviation stocks
end higher;
IndiGo jumps 6%

NEW DELHI: Aviation
stocks were in the limelight
on Wednesday, with Inter-
Globe Aviation climbing 6
per cent, after only a partial
increase in jet fuel prices.

InterGlobe Aviation, the
parent firm of IndiGo, after
starting the trade on a posi-
tive note, further jumped
9.84 per cent to Rs 4,332
during the day on the BSE.
The stock finally ended at Rs
4,180.90, up 6.01 per cent.

The stock of SpiceJet
ended at Rs9.93, up 1.95
per cent. During the day, it
surged 4.72 per cent to Rs
10.20.

A rally in the equity
market also aided buying
in these stocks. Starting the
new fiscal year on a high
note, the 30-share BSE
Sensex jumped 1,186.77
points or 1.65 per cent to
settleat 73,134.32. The
50-share NSE Nifty climbed
348 points or 1.56 per cent
to end at 22,679.40.

Aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) prices for domestic
airlines were raised by a
calibrated 8.5 per cent on
Wednesday, instead of more
than doubling as warranted
by a war-driven surge in
global oil prices.

No shortage of pesticides,
seeds for Kharif: Centre

Asks state govts to check black marketing, cross-border smuggling of fertilisers

New DELHI

THE Centre on Wednesday

| asserted that the country has

an adequate supply of seeds
and agro-chemicals for the
upcoming Kharif season, and
asked states to check hoard-
ing, black marketing, smug-
gling and diversion of ferti-
lisers for non-farm usage.

Addressing an  inter-min-
isterial briefing on recent
developments in West Asia,
Maninder Kaur Dwivedi,
Additional Secretary in the
Agriculture Ministry, said,
"The most important input
is seeds. There is an adequate
availability of seeds for the
upcoming Kharif (summer-
sown) sowing season”.

She said the total esti-
mated requirement of seeds
for the Kharif 2026 is 166.46
lakh quintals, while the avail-
ability is 185.74 lakh tonnes.
So, there is a surplus of 19.29
lakh tonnes.

Dwivedi noted that there
is enough supply of seeds for
all major crops.

She said the total availabil-
xl) of seeds for pndd) crop s

Apple’s 50 yrs odyssey From garage

TINO

C
(UNITED STATES)

and welcoming environ-
ment, with dear product
displays.

Maruti Suzuki's
record exports

aruti Suzuki In-

dia Limited an-
nounced that it achieved
its highest-ever export
volume of over 4.47 lakh
vehicles in FY26. This is
a robust growth of more
than 34 per cent over FY
2024-25. With this feat,
the Company is expected
to continue its position
as Indias No. | passen-
ger vehide exporter*
for the fifth consecutive
year. The FY26 marked
the commencement of
export of the company's
first battery electric ve-
hicle (BEV), the e VI-
TARA.

APPLE'S 50-year journey,
from an April Fools' Day ga-
rage start-up to a $3.7 trilli
giant, stands as one of tech-
nologys most remarkable
stories of invention, collapse
and revival.

On  April 1, 1976, a
21-year-old Steve Jobs and
25-year-old Steve Wozniak
founded Apple Computer in
Los Altos, California, along-
side adviser Ron Wayne.
Early uncertainty saw Wayne
sell his 10 per cent stake for
$2,300, a decision that would
later be worth hundreds of
billions.

Apples first major break-
through came in 1977 with
the Apple [, one of the earli-
est successful personal com-
puters. Its 1980 IPO turned
early believers into million-
aires. In 1984, Apple unveiled
the Macintosh, introducing
the graphical user interface
and mouse to mainstream

computing, backed by an
iconic Super Bowl advertise-
ment,

But high prices and inter-
nal tensions led to turmoil
CEO John Sculley, whom
Jobs had recruited, clashed
with him, resulting in Jobs'
exit in 1985. Over the next

decade, Apple struggled
against cheaper Windows-
based PCs. Leadership

churn and strategic missteps
pushed the company to the
brink,

The turnaround began in
1997 when Apple acquired
NeXT, the company Jobs
founded after leaving. With-
in months, Jobs returned as
CEO, struck a crucial deal
with Microsoft, and began
rebuilding  Apples product
line.

What followed was a his-
toric innovation streak. The
iMac revived Apples design
appeal. The iPod, launched
in 2001, transformed music
consumption and paved the

dream to global domination

April 1, 1976, marked the start of Jobs, Wozniak’s revoution in ci

puting

way for digital ecosystems.
In 2007, Jobs unveiled the
iPhone, combining a phone,
iPod and internet device,
redefining the smartphone
era. More than 3 billion
units have been sold, and it
remains Apple’s biggest rev-
enue driver.

The iPad extended Apple's
influence further, cementing
its role in shaping consumer
technology and culture.

After Jobs' death in 2011,
CEO Tim Cook focused
on scaling operations and
expanding services. While
Apple hasn't replicated the
disruptive impact of the iP-
hone, it has grown into one
of the worlds most valuable

companies, with revenues
exceeding $400 billion an-
nually.

From a scrappy partner-
ship signed on April Fools'
Day to a global powerhouse,
Applé’s journey reflects bold
vision, near-failure and re-
invention, a rare blend that
continues to define its legacy.

A

» Centre says there's surplus stock of 19.29 lakh tonnes

of seeds for Kharif season

@ Total seeds required: 166.46 lakh quintals

80.9 lakh quintals, soyabean
35.7 lakh quintals, ground-
nut 21.1 lakh quintals, and
maize 11.9 lakh quintals.

The availability of seeds
is sufficient across all states,
Dwivedi said.

“Looking forward to the
upcoming Kharif season, as
well as Rabi season, as far as
seeds are concerned, we are
in a comfortable position,"
she told reporters here.

On  fertiliser  stocks,
Dwivedi said the total re-

quirement of fertilisers for
the Kharif season is esti-
mated at 390.54 lakh tonnes.
The opening stock is 180 lakh
tonnes, which is 46 per cent
of the total requirement.

"“The opening stock is a
lanrly good quantity,” she
said.

Dwivedi informed that
the agriculture and fertilis-
ers secretaries held a meeting
with the state secretaries on
March 30 to assess the situ-
ation.

| INDIAN

Dhoni invests in
Kuku platform

Hans Business
HyDERABAD

cricketing  leg-
end MS Dhoni has invested
in Kuku, Indias leading
mobile-first, Al-driven pre-
mium storytelling platform,
and has also come on board

| as the brand ambassador for

its premium shorts and dra-
ma app, Kuku TV.

Lal Chand Bisu, Co-
founder and CEO of Kuku,
said, “MS Dhoni is known
for backing bold decisions
that others might hesitate
to take. At Kuku, we are also
taking bold bets. That spirit
of unconventional thinking
resonates deeply with us”
Vinod Kumar Meena, Co-
founder and COO of Kuku,
added, “Our beloved Thala is
one of the rare personalities
with truly nationwide ap-
peal. As we build Kuku for
all of India, that connection
makes him a natural fit for
us!

Vikas Goyal, Co-founder

| and CTO of Kuku, said,

“MSD has a unique under-

| standing of people. As we

build for both creators and
consumers, that perspective
will be incredibly valuable,
especially as we continue
strengthening our Al-driven
story! te[l|n5 stack”

Slugglsh bank credit
orowth in FY27: Crisil

West Asia conflict, MSME stress and policy risks to test asset quality

MunmBAL

DOMESTIC rating agency
Crisil on Wednesday

said banks’ credit growth
is likely to moderate in
FY27, while asset quality

P may
amid global and domestic
headwinds.

The agency expects
credit growth of 13 per
cent in 2026-27, slightly
lower than the 14 per cent
projected for FY26. It also
cautioned that gross non-
performing assets (NPAs),
which have bottomed out,
could rise by up to 20 basis
points to 2.5 per cent by
March 2027.

Crisil’s chief rating of-
ficer Krishnan Sitaraman
flagged loans to micro,
small and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs) as a key
monitorable, especially
those exposed to West Asia
through exports or raw ma-
terial supply chains. Micro-

loans against property and
select unsecured

NPAs may rise
© Credit growth seen
moderating to 13%
in FY27 (vs 14%in
FY26)
@ Gross NPAs may rise
byupto20bpsto
2.5% by March 2027

also warrant close tracking.

Sectors such as ceram-
ics and diamond polishing
have already seen stress
due to the ongoing West
Asia conflict, the agency
noted.

Beyond external risks,
domestic developments
such as Bihar's proposed
microfinance legislation
and the potential impact of
Maharashtra’s loan waiver
scheme on credit discipline
could influence asset qual-
ity. Crisil said the extent
of any relief measures
remains uncertain, adding
that fiscal and monetary

» Assetquality cycle
has bottomed out,
early signs of stress
emerging

authorities typically re-
spond if adverse condi-
tions persist. However, its
current projections do not
factor in any such support.
Deposit mobilisation will
be another key determinant
of credit growth. Elevated
credit-deposit ratios may
push banks to increasingly
rely on securitisation to
sustain lending, the agency
added.
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Mediator’s Mirage

akistan's sudden emergence as a would-be
intermediary between Iran and the United States is
being framed as diplomatic agility. In fact, itisa
calculated gamble born less of strength than of
compulsion ~ economic vulnerability, regional insecurity, and a
search for relevance in a rapidly shifting geopolitical order.

At the centre of this moment is an unusual convergence of
personalities and interests. Pakistan’s military leadership,
particularly General Asim Munir, appears to enjoy a degree of
personal rapport with President Donald Trump. That matters
in a crisis shaped as much by individual instincts as by
institutional strategy. But personal chemistry is not d

Gandhi and Science~I1

Gandhiwantedscientiststo
workonthoseareasthat
required ‘tendernursing”which
neitherthestatenorthemarket
couldinstitutionally providefor.
Thisconsidered and deliberate
choiceofthesubject matterwas
thefirststepinhisscience. To
aspiringscientists, hepointed
outtheneedtolinkexternal
researchtointernalresearch. By
internalresearch, Gandhidid
notmeanaprivate
incommunicabledomainof
mysttcexpenencebutapubltc

It ma\ open dnory it cannot by itself c.lose wars.
ions are far more i
fragility makes it acutely sensitive to disruptions in energy
supply, especially through the Strait of Hormuz. A prolonged
conflict threatens inflation, fiscal strain, and domestic unrest.
/\dd to this an already volatile western frontier with
I and a persi; ly adversarial ip with
India, and the prospect of a wider regional war becomes
existential. Mediation, in this context, is less about peace
‘making than about damage control.

The method, however, reveals the limits of this strategy.
Pakistan is attempting a delicate balancing act ~ maintai
ties with Iran while cultivating favour in Washington. even as it
decpuns economic depcndmcc on Lhmﬂ Tl h.IS is not classical
nor itis a form of nulti-
whcrc the goal is to remain indispensable to d" sides without
being fully trusted by any.

That ambiguity carries risks. Domestic opinion in Pakistan is
deeply sympathetic to Iran, particularly in the wake of
high-profile escalations. perception that Islamabad is
tilting too far toward Washington could trigger internal
backlash. Conversely, failure to deliver even modest

Space wheretl q "f
science, bothmomlandsoaetal
wouldbekeptwithinthe
purviewofcommonpersons

nkhadi, Gandhi ! findi

Apart fromis vements in th

wheel, Gandhi was also on the lookout fora
machine that would produce good spindles.
it was this concern that made him and the

dia Spinners Association (AISA) search

suchascience and his ideal practitioner
~ the satyagrahi scientist, Maganlal
Gandhi. In the khadi

l()r amachine to straighten spindles. From
the above, one would observe that he was

G.mdhum understanding of science was
Lo iceleading toth
of new terms such as the ‘science of the
spmnmg wheel and later ‘khadi cience’.
Gandhi’s extensive use of the term
is found in speeches and discussions with
khadi workers. He wanted these workers to
become satyagrahi scientists.
The Satyagraha Ashram at Ahmedabad
provided the necessary institutional base
fortrainin, i scientists needed for

2
g

gains may expose the effort as overreach ~ an attempt to punch
above its weight in a conflict defined by hardened positions and
mutual distrust.

The deeper problem is structural. The United States and Iran
are not merely adversaries in a conventional sense; they are
locked in a cycle of maximalist demands and ideological
hostility. No intermediary. least of all one with limited leverage
over either side, can easily bridge that divide. Pakistan can
transmit messages, host meetings, and offer symbolic gestures,
but it cannot alter the fundamental calculus driving escalation.

In that sense, Pakistan’s role is best understood not as that of
amediator shaping s, but as a sta Ider trying to
survive them. Its diplomacy reflects the emerging behaviour of
middle powers in an increasingly fragmented world: agile,
pragmatic, and willing to engage across fault lines. But such
manoeuvring has limits.

If this effort yields even a temporary de-escalation, Pakistan
will claim a diplomatic victory. If it fails, the consequences will
not be confined to reputation. In a region already on edge,
miscalculation has a way of spreading. And for Pakistan, the
cost of being drawn too far into a conflict it cannot control may
prove far greater than the benefits of trying to mediate it.

the khadi movement. Foremost amongst
them was Maganlal Gandhi, the manager
ofthe Gauagnhd Ashram 1n<lalong sundmg
associateof Gandhi. The Ast
lasa ]ahomloryx
and a production hnll e.
or(«mdhl the knowledge of the ‘science
of spinning’ was critical to the success of
thekhadi and he, therefore, urged
all community workers to be well versed in
it. Gandhi believed that only those who had
a thorough knowledge of both theoretical
and practical aspects of the science of
spinning could become village workers. The
rigorous technical criteria for khadi workers
indicate] ihiexivi i

worker as a scientist.

The worker was to know the different
varieties of cottonand the method of picking
cotton suitable for hand spinning. The
worker had alsotobe abletotest thestrength,
evenness, and counts of yarn, differentiate
a good charkha from a bad one, be able to

Narrative Gap

he sudden retreat of foreign capital ~ around $12 billion

in March alone ~ from Indian equilies is being read as a

reaction to war and rising s oil prices. That explan.mon

isc buti What is ling is less
a panic response and more a recalibration of belief.

For the past two years, India has occupied a privileged
position in global portfolios. As capital looked to diversify away
from China, India offered a compelling alternative: political
stability, digital infrastructure, and the promise of long-term
consumption-led growth. This narrative attracted sustained
inflows, often at valuations that ran ahead of underlying
earnings. That gap is now being tested.

‘When energy prices surge, as they have amid tensions
involvin, the impact on an import-dependent economy
like India is immediate. Higher oil prices feed into inflation,
compress margins, weaken currencies, and constrain policy
flexibility. But these are not new vulnerabilities. They are
known features of the Indian macroeconomic landscape. What
has changed is the tolerance for them.

Global liquidity is tightening, and with it, patience. Investors
who once paid a premium for future growth are now
demanding evidence of present perl'orm;mc& India’s corporate
canm recovery has been uneven, private consumption has
shown signs of fatigue, and export momentum remains
uncertain. In such a setting, elevated valuations become harder

This is why the scale of foreign outflows matters. It suggests
not just a response to external shocks, but a reassessment of
India’s relative attractiveness within emerging markets. Capital
is not merely exiting risk: it is choosing among risks. And India,
for the moment, appears less compelling than its narrative once
promised.

Domestic institutional investors have stepped in, cushioning
the immediate impact. Their growing role reflects a structural
deepening of India’s financial markets. But domestic capital, by
its nature, is stabilising rather than transformative.

It can ahmrb wl[lng pressure; it cannot, on its own, restore

also exposes a structural asymmetry: India is quick
to attract capital during optimism, but slower to retain it during
uncertainty. Without deeper earnings resilience, capital inflows
remain epmodm amplifying volatility rather than anchoring
long-term market stability.

The deeper issue is the absence of a near-term catalyst.
Without a clear trigger ~ be it a strong earnings cycle, a revival in
consumption, or a credible shift in policy momentum ~ foreign
investors have little reason to return quickly. Markets, after all,

. And right now,

move not just on fundamentals, but on stori
India’s story feels paused.

This moment, then. is not a verdict on India’s Jong-term
prospects. It is a reminder that narratives require constant
reinforcement. Structural strengths must translate into
measurable outcomes. Growth must be visible, not merely
anticipated. Until that happens, capital will remain cautious,
valuations will stay under pressure, and India will have to
confront an uncomfortable reality: belief, once priced in, can
also be priced out.

put dilapidated charkhas under repair and
be able to straighten an incorrect spindle
(CW 33:151-52).

[ sania st

noLudditeor traditionalist. Where absolutely
necessary’, he advised the khadi worker not
to hesitate to introduce machinery (CW 36:
347:37: 211, 41: 511).

One of Gandhis earliest experiments.
both at the Ashram and outside was in
the field of science education. Gandhi's
educational scheme was based on an
emphasis on the role of manual work,
practical training, and the use of the
vernacular as a medium of instruction.
He cited Japan as an example of an
educational system that taught science
in the vernacular. Amongst Gandhi's
other major institutional innovations in
the 1930s was Nai Talim (or bas
education). It is in his writings on Nai
Talim that we find Gandhi's unique
explanation to the question that has
troubled many sociologists of science,
namely, “Why did India not have the
industrial revolution?”

Significantly, most of Gandhi’s attempts
at institutional reorganization were based
on scientific research. For Gandhi. India
was an ideal site for cxpcnmm(s on lhc xc[|

dh yhimselfasa

to prove the fallacies of the dumm‘xm

argument on science. A month before his
i wanted the various Sanghs

tobecome rese:mh labomones Hedesired

thatme;

by doing research and djscovennﬂ new

things in the laboratories.

From being a serious critic of modern
science in his early years, Gandhi later
focused more on the possibilities of a new

scienceand its practice. In G: i me,

lhe agency of the scientist was of critical
‘Thescientisthad tot iou
and self-reflecting. He believed that the right

place UI th scientist lay with the peuplc,,\]]

science would need an attitude for research,

more than scientific qualifications. More

than money, Gandhi emphasised that there

was a need for persons with strong faith
hands.

of Gandhi's

tocarveoutandarticulate this domain. (CW
89: 125). He wanted scientists to work on
those areas that required ‘tender nursing”
which neither the state nor the market could
institutionally provide for. This considered
and deliberate choice of the
subject matter was the first
step in his science.

To aspiring scientists, he
pointed out the need to link
external research tointernal
research. By internal research,
Gand]udxd not meanaprivate

:abledomain of

and scientist:
are to provide m(.dn.mg o what they do, he
‘made clear that he was not interested in
mere technical solutions to a problem.

The role of the scientist lay not in the
realm of fact alone but in creating value.
‘The charkha for Gandhi was the symbol of
a new technology ~ a new relationship of
man with nature, a relationship that could
be brought into existence only by active,
mutually cooperating persons.

We have in this paper shown that Gandhi
isnotanti-sdenceas iscommonly mis
Throughalook at his various experiments,

mysticexperiencebuta public
¢ where the questions

many in his time, one would see
that Gandhis life defined a space for an
alternative science for civil society that
would operate with different methods.
Cdndhlb focus on the non-physical

in ing for science, the

Thewriteris  of science, both moral and
Director & societal, would be kept within
CEO, the purview of c
Sayantan persons.
Consultants Gandhi did not provide a
Pyt Ltd. blueprint for a scientific

method but gave general

satyagnlu scientist, for instance, isa radical
departure from science policy as expressed
by Nehru in his famous Scientific Policy
Resolution of 1956 and followed in India
since indk

He saw his community workers as scientists.
’lhough he was one of the loremm[
of traditional tect
and the artisanal class in contemporary
politics, he did not believe in a simple
valorisation of the artisanal class. His
community workers had, therefore, to go
beyond learning the skill. They were to see
spinning and weaving not as a trade but as
a science. Mastery of the art of spinning
wasanecessary, but not sufficient condition
in his scientific scheme. This mastery had
to be transformed into a science and this

was the duty, though not exclusive right, of

the educated classes.

Gandhi d that the practice of

Gandhi also had a universal message by
providing a new cosmology of man-nature
and fact-value relations that he articulated
and put in place through his various
experiments. In Gandhi’s science, the agency
of the scientist was important.

1f scientists are not conscious of the
condition of society in the perspective of
theirself-reflecting nature, the basic purpose
of using science as a tool of improvement
and growth of intrinsic value of the society
anditscomponentsislost. Gandhi’s concept
of science needs to be understood with this
basic tenet.

(Concluded)

Fintech case exposes troubling misapplication of competition law

ndonc\ a’s largesl dlgual finance
hed adecisive

ached Article, which prohibi
el among competitors to fix

conclusion, marking a watershed
moment for the nau‘nn’s regulumn‘

pnces in the same relevant m.uket.
e KPPUImposec

theKPPUmay} fookedtidiroades

ystemic

“ruleofreason,” whichallows foran analysis
of whether a practice Acludlly msuhs ina
net While

I C os that
began on Aug. 14, 7025 the Busmess
Competition Supervxsor\ C

Fne Rp1billion (US$59000)
toover Rp100 billion, sendul.,

(KPPU) delivered its decision on March

economy. Price-fixing is one

ofthemostseriousoffensesin O THE

26,2026, ruli 97 financial tec! ogy

(fintect -to-peer (P2P) lending pl:

all members of the Indonesian Fintech
Lenders Association (AFPI), violated Article
5 of Law No. 51999 on Monopolistic
PmcucesandUulauEusmassCompeunuu
Thecasecs

v ctition law.

In many jurisdictions, it is
treated as perseillegal because
it replaces independent
decision- mdkmg with collective control,

cally harming the consumer by

set collectively within AFPIs code of
conduct, initially 0.8 percent per day, later
reduced to 04 percent.

The anti-monopoly body stated the

Letters To The Editor | 53¢
Sri Lanka

Sir, At a recent press meet, Sri Lankan
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
disclosed that Washington had requested
his government to permit the US Airforce to
use their Mattala Rajapaksa International
Airport, following the eruption of the latest
West Asia war.

The aircraft were to come froma US base
inDjibouti. His government firmly declined
therequest, in order to maintain Sri Lanka’s
neutrality.

Whataquick and bold decision by asmall
country like Sri Lanka compared to the
dilly-dallying by India in our foreign policy
and decision making,

We have seen how the Modi government
has surrendered to American President
Donald Trump and allowed him to dictate
terms to India.

At his instruction, India stopped buying
oil from Russia and isn't it a shame that
Trump has now relaxed this condition for
30 days due to the West Asia cri

That, pleased with the neutrality boldly
maintained by Sri Lanka, Iran has assured

default. However, theﬁmcch P2p lending
context in Indonesia complicates [hls
traditional doctrinal approach.

By applying a rigid per se framework,

ditor@thestatesman.com

supply of petrol and diesel without any

interruption to the island nation is also

noteworthy. India should learn from
Sri Lanka.

Yours, etc,, Tharcius S. Fernando,

Chennai, 27 March.

Blunder

Sir, This has reference to “Trump comered
infran" (24 March). Trumps military campaign
against Iran in violation of international
is widely criticised as a major political
and strategic blunder.

Amid Iran’s strong retaliation against
American and allied targets, it has failed to
achieve the initial objectives of regime

A Member

A3IA WEWS NETWOR

trade associations have long! been viewed
with caution, often seen as potential
vehicles for coordination, this case
does not arise from purely private,
“smoke-filled room™ coordination
among Lompcumm Al"P] opnmwa

consumer harm. In this context, the cap
was a regulatory compliance measure
intended m smbﬂue a msuem mdmu'y
not

The economic structure of fintech P’P
lendmg further challenges a simplistic
price-fixing narrative. Unlike traditional
brick-and-mortar markets where firms
mu:,hl competeona >In&,lc umiorrn pnu

under:

these

supervised by the Fmancxd] Services
Authority (OJK). The interest rate
ceiling was not a predatory move to gouge
consumers: rather, it was adopted in
accordance with written directions from

risk-based pricing d.nven by proprietary
credit-scoringalgorithms. A shared maximum
ceiling does not automatically produce
identical pricing outcomes. If platforms

the OJK. These directions were issued

retain autonomy over their datasets,

writing

amid mounting public concerns over

ial price diffe

predatory “loan shark™ behavior, opaque

A Trump’s
of Iran has weakened his credibility bothat
home and abroad. He desperately seeks
dialogue to end the costly and prolonged
conflict. Iran has publicly downplayed his
claims of “productive talks”.
Yours, etc., DS Kang,
Hoshiarpur, 25 March.

Germany-India
Sir, Rermme your educml Ml;.,muon

continues to occur below the cap.

courses in German universities. India must

be cautious that youth and their families

are not exploited by unscrupulous travel
agents.

Yours, etc., Brij B Goyal,

26 March. Ludhiana,

Dangerous
Sir, At Bidhannagar Road railway station,

located onthe Sealdah Main Linein Kolkata,
the staircase leading outside from the

Pivot,, the G ery

f Down Platform No.

in their work: cullure and technically strong
too. Certainly, they will welcome talent me
le when their structural d

2 has been in an extremely dangerous
condition for a long time. Asa result, daily
face serious difficulties.

essity Lumpcls them to seek a youthful
skilled w

left a lasting impact on global economies,
dCbll’()\ ed Dll infrastructure of lhe
E d global energy suppli

and driven up prices, heightened
instability in the region, alienated alliance
partners, strengthened Iran's defiance and
Israel’s position, and deepened domestic
divisions.

Moreover, it has broken the myth of

epaper.thestatesman.com

llowc\'u. lhc mﬂmr issues lndlans face
" - i, becidesi %

and social LOhCSan as your editorial points
out. For the German-India corridor tobenefit

Every day, thousands of ordinary people
risk their lives encounter this hazardous
staircase. Itis worth mentioning that this is
one of the most heavily used routes on the
mznn line, withalarge: numberof, passengers

ding on this staircase to exit and

mutually, Germany too needs tosend trained
personnel to our country to understand
our ethos.

Anurgent requirement is to start German
language courses in Indiaand Indian language

continue to different destinations.
Considering public safety, immediate
repair work is urgently rcqtured
Yours, etc., Babul Chattopadhyay,
Kolkata, 24 March.
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Why facts must be checked

SANTHOSH MATHEW

pril 2 stands as a quiet

corrective inanoisy world.

Celebratedas International

Fact-Checking Day, it arrives
right after April Fools' Day. almost
as a moral counterweight. One day
celebrates deception; the next reminds
humanity that truth still matters.
This global observance s promoted
by the International Checking
Network, a coalition committed to
verifying claims and strengthening
public trust in information.

There is an old saying that when
a lie travels h: around the
world, the truth is still tying its
shoelaces. In today’s hyper-connected
ecosystem, that distance has expanded
beyond imagination. Lies no longer
travel; they multiply, mutate, and
dominate attention. The digital age
has created an environment where
misinformation spreads at lightning.
speed, leaving truth to struggle for
visibility. The crisis is not merely
about misinformation. It is about
propaganda - systematic, calculated,
and often state-sponsored narrativ
designed to influence minds.

The shadow of Joseph Goebbels
still looms large over modern
communication strategies. His
infamous principle - repeat a lie
often enough and it becomes accepted
as truth - has found new life in
algorithm-driven platforms. What
was once broadcast through radio
and printis now amplified through
social media networks, reaching
millions within seconds.

The information explosion has
reshaped the media landscape.
Anyone with a smartphone can
create and di; i content.

Artificial intelligence can now
fabricate videos and audio that
appear authentic. Leaders can be
shown making statements they
never made. Events can be digitally
constructed and presented as reality.
In such a world, evidence itself
becomes questionable, and trust
becomes fragile.

Misinformation and propaganda
are not harmless distortions. They
shape public perception, influence
elections, deepen social divisions,
and even incite violence. Democracies
depend on informed citizens. When
falsehood replaces fact, the very
foundation of democratic
decision-making is weakened.
Fact-checking. in this context,
becomes an act of public service.
Organizations associated with the
International Fact-Checking Network
work tirelessly to verify claims,
debunk falsehoods, and provide
context. Their role is not limited to
correcting errors; they act as guardians
of truth in an ecosystem tilted
toward speed and sensationalism.

Regulatory institutions also have
a vital role. The United Kingdom's
Ofcom stands as a torchbearer in
enforcing standards and ensuring
accountability in broadcasting and
digital platforms. Such models
demonstrate how governance can
adapt to the chdl]cn&,gs of
mlsmlormaunn while preserving
pression.
part! lLU‘Zu’l\' complex
challenge. Withits vast population,
linguistic diversity, and rapid digital
penetration, the spread of
misinformation can have Lﬂldel.llC

sToP

credibility is undu slmm 'he
deeper ck s ical

VERIFY SHARE

and dialogue over distortion.
i ‘hinery must recognize

Inanage dominated by pmpagandsl.
the world requires a new cthical
compass. This is where the idea of
“dharma diplomacy” becomes
relevant. Rooted in the Indian

and far-reaching
Rumors transmitted l]ll()u"h
orms have, at times,

This democratization has value,
though it has also eroded traditional
gatekeeping, The boundaries between
fact, opinion, satire, and propaganda
have blurred. “Infotainment”
dominates, where news is tailored
for emotional engagement rather
than factual accuracy. Sensationalism
often outperforms substance, making
truth less appealing in a crowded
digital marketplace.

A more dangerous evolution of
propagandalies in deepfiake technology.

triggered panic and unrest. The
scale of the challenge calls for
ic solutions. Media institutions
must rise to this moment.

One crucial reform is the
appointment of an independent
ombudsman dedicated to
fact-checking. These internal
watchdogs can ensure accountability,
verify claims before publication,
and respond to public concerns.
Such mechanisms can rebuild trust
in a media environment where

civilizational ethos, dharma
duty, righteousness, and moral
order. Applied to global
communic tion, it calls for truth,
ty, and balance in the
mination of information.
Dharma diplomacy is not about
moral preaching. Itis about aligning
communication practices with
ethical responsibility. It recognizes
that information is power and that
power must be exercised with
restraint and integrity. In a world
fractured by competing narratives.
dharmadiplomacy offers a framework
that prioritizes truth over manipulation

(hc limits of deception.

Goebbelsian tactics may achieve
short-term gains, though they erode
trust in the long run. A society built
on falsehood cannot instability.
Truth may move slowly, though it
carries the strength of permanence.
Education plays a crucial role in
this transformation. Media litera
must become a core s|
should learn to question source:
verify information, and identif
manipulation. An informed public
is the strongest defense against
misinformation.

Technology, often blamed for
amplifying falsehoods, can also be
part of the solution. Artificial
intelligence tools can detect deepfakes,
trace misinformation networks,
and flag suspicious content.

Collaboration between governments,
technology companies, and civil
society is essential to create a
resilient information ecosys

International Fact-Checking Day
is not merely a symbolic observance.
1tis a call to action. It reminds the
world that truth requires el
vigilance, and collective responsibility.
In an age where lies roam freely,
fact-checking becomes an essential
pillar of democracy. The message
i u]mr Propaganda must realize
The world does not need
more noi needs clarity. It does
not need manipulation: it needs
responsibility. In these difficult
times, the path forward lies in
embracing truth - not as a convenience
but as a commitment.

(The writer is Professor, Centre for South Astan
Studies. Pondicherry Central University.)

AMITSENGUPTA

Pre-certified leaders vital for India’s needs
-l

ndia, the world’s largest
democracy, faces a growing
governance  challenge:
leadership without
demonstrated competence. Over
900 million voters elect
representatives who shape laws,
budgets, and national direction.
Yet the system rewards charisma,
identity politics, and financial clout
more than knowledge or capability.
A Political Leader Selection Test
(PLST) could introduce a merit-based
filter - ensuring that those who
seek togovern possess a minimum
understanding of governance. law,
economics, and eth
Data from the Association for
Democratic Reforms highlights a
worrying trend:a significant proportion
of elected representatives face
criminal charges, while many lack
formal exposure to public policy
or administration. These leaders
areentrusted with decisions affecting
a $3+ ml]mn economy and 1.4
billion citi:
India has pmd the price for weak
governance - economic crises,
corruption scandals, and policy
inconsistency. Voters often choose
from limited options shaped by

Crossword | No.293422

populismrather than competence.
Democracy thrives on choice - but
meaningful choice requires qualified
candidates.

What is PLST?

PLST would be a standardized
qualifying exam - similar in splm
to the UPSC examination - but
designed specifically for aspiring
legislators.

Administered by the Election
Commission of India, it could test
Constitutional understanding; Public
finance and policy; Ethics and
governance; Indian and global affairs
and an analytical aptitude. A basic
qualifying score - not elitist ranking
- would certify candidates as fit to
contest elections.

‘This would not replace: dcmocmu/
It would strengthen it - just as
licensing protects citizens from

. However, expetience

dynasticdominanceand

money power.

Many successful governance
systems emphasize leadership

preparednes ‘s structured
political and technocratic

could be gradual
with a pilot at the state

decision-making have delivered
ined growth. Even in India,

shows otherwise. Individuals from
modest backgrounds - like Tina
Dabi - have excelled in competitive
systems through merit.

With regional language options,
affordableaccess, and social safeguards,
PLST could democratize political
entryrather than restrict it - weakening

states that benefited from
administratively decisive leadership
- such as Gujarat under Narendra
Modi - demonstrate how informed
governance can accelerate
development. PLST would
institutionalize competence instead
of relying on chance.

level. It could be subjected to
independent oversight by academics
and jurists. Integration into candidate
eligibility norms could take place
over time. And the financial cost
would be negligible compared to
losses caused by policy missteps
and corruption.

India’s aspiration to become a
developed nation by 2047 demands

capable leadership. Elections test
popularity; governance demands
knowledg

PLSTwould not weaken democracy
- it would dignify it by ensuring
voters choose among informed,
prepared candidates.

Indias future deserves leaders
who pass not only elections, but
also the test of governance readiness.

(The writer is a capital and non-fund architecture
specialist for export-ociented MSMES.)
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

The decision come to so far is to erect a shed
at Karachi and mooring- masts in England and
Egypt. But, pending the building of the ships,
masts, and shed, the Imperial Airways Compan
has decided to test the demand for a rapid servic
by p!‘le" five aeroplanes on the Cairo-Karachi
run. This route has already been flown over so
many times and with such ease that there can be
no question of its safety. Indeed the weather
conditions are so constant that it is safer to fly
from Egypt to India than from England to any
part of the Continent equally distant. The chance
of engine trouble bringing down a plane during
along fight over desert country has been minimised
by the introduction of two and three-engined
machines. Indeed, Sir Eric Geddes said at the
luncheon which followed the christening of the
new fleet that the era of the single engine aeroplane
had gone for all time.

NewsItems

DEFYING THE CHAIR

NEW SUSPENSION OF
MEMBERS RULE

LONDON.MAR.

ON the motion of Mr. Baldwin, the House of
Commons agreed to an amendment to the Standing
Orders, providing that where a member is
suspended for defying the Chair. the suspension
shall continue for five days on the first occasion,
and for twenty days on the second, and on
subsequent occasions till the House resolves to
terminate the suspension. Reuter.

CHANGE OF VICEROYS

LORD IRWIN’S
ARRIVAL IN BOMBAY

(BRITISHOFFICIAL WIRELESS.)
RUGBY, MAR.

THE arrival in Bombay erday of the Rt.
Hon. Lord Irwin, the new Vi V. and the
impending depa for England of His Ex
the Earl of Reading, at the conclu
period of n!m e, provide alandmarkin lhchlslor)

hsincere regret that India bids farewell
to Lord and Lady Reading.

Succeeding Lord Chelmsford five years ago,
Lord Reading found depression on all sides,
financial chaos, and the prestige of the Government
lowered. The great political experiment of the
Reforms was at its beginning, By his imperturbable
judgment and temper, his strength, and his
sympathies, Lord Reading weathered the crisis.
He leaves India with her finances in order and
quiet restored.

In Lady Reading. His Excellency had an ardent
supporter in his social duties and India a warm
friend. Her Excellency leaves behind a monument
to her efforts in the Child Welfare scheme that
bears her name.

Their Excellencies. who reached Bombay from
Delhi yesterday, will leave tomorrow by the S.S.
Naldera.

All the honours due to his high position were
accorded the Rt. Hon. Lord Irwin who, with Lady
Irwin, arrived in Bombay yesterday by the S.S.
Mooltan, and were welcomed by the Acting
Governor and Lady Lawrence.

DUBLIN MYSTERY

SIXDEAD IN
BLAZING MANSION

LONDON,MAR.

THREE men and three women have been killed
by a fire at a mansion in the Soolock district in
the county of Dublin early this morning.

The outbreak has many mysterious features.
The police found the doors blazing and the
house locked and bolted. All six bodies were
within. One of the victims, a man servant, had
a terribly injured head, which is believed,
according to one account, to be due to a bullet
and, according to another, probably to a falling
beam.

Theother victims are two brothers, two si
and a maid-servant.— Reuter’s Special Service
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BJP gains may disrupt UDF-LDF
electoral balance in Kerala polls

BHAVDEEP KANG

Mumbai’s
eyes on Bhide

S emor I.AS ofl‘ icer Ashme Bhide bemg appom(ed as
the i of the Br

nicipal Cor; pornnun (BMC) made headlines. And it
should, given that she is the first woman in the chair since
the civic body was set up by the Bombay Municipal Cor-
poration Act of 1888. However, it would be historically im-
prudent to view Bhide only in this perspective and
applaud the Maharashtra government for the gender-
sensitive appointment. Bhide now heads India’s richest
civic body — the budget for the current year is nearly Rs
81,000 crore — and has tremendous influence over the
daily lives of nearly 18 million Mumbaikars. What lies
ahead of her are the

knswn challenges of | Bhide is best
urban governance as
well as the burden of remembered
navigating ~ Mumbai’s fOTMEtT‘O 3, the
today in the context of underground
the city’s future. 3

Bhide comes to the Aqua’Llne» and
assignment with not has been
only experience but also
with perspectives, a popula,rl'y
worldview. These merit called ‘Metro
an evaluation — but | Woman’

first, her work record.
An officer from the 1995 Maharashtra cadre, Bhide began
her career as an assistant district collector in Kolhapur,
then worked as the Chief Executive Officer of district
councils, Additional Metropolitan Commissioner of the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority
from 2008 to 2014, and Managing Director of Mumbai
Metro Rail Corporation Ltd from 2015 to 2020. Bhide also
served in the BMC as the Additional Municipal Commis-
sioner during the Covid-19 pandemic; her work on the
Covid dashboard earned her praise. She was then ap-
pointed as the Additional Chief Secretary to Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis. It is an impressive
record and, in the critical past decade of her career, she
appears to have been on the right side of those in power.
Of all her assi Bhide is best ed for
Metro 3, the underground Aqua Line, and has been pop-
ularly called "Metro Woman'. But it is also here that her
perspective was called into question. In the Fadnavis-led
government’s belligerence to situate the car shed of the
metro in Aarey, she brooked no intervention, dismissed
objections from environmentalists, treated activists with
disdain, and barely looked at alternatives. It was under
her watch that more than 2.200 trees in Aarey were
slashed to the ground in one stroke. She said then that
Aarey was not legally a forest — a fig leaf of an excuse.
Bhide probably comprehends the need to situate Mum-
bai's infrastructure in an ecologically sound framework
but has been found wanting in practice. This is a concern.
Protecting Mumbai's environment and adapting for cli-
mate vulnerability are as much her responsibility as
building infrastructure. Token appearances at climate
events make no sense if she remains committed to the
idea that ‘development’ will be done at the cost of the en-
vironment. Itis an outdated idea. Bhide owes it to future
ions of baikars to be the ian of Mum-
bai’s natural environment. That she has Fadnavis” backing
is apparent. How she commands it for the Mumbai of
today — and tomorrow — will decide the quality of her
tenure more than her gender.

Crush claims
pilgrims - again

I na predictable response to the heart-rending stam-
pede that killed at least nine people at a temple in
Bihar’s Nalanda district, the state government has sus-
pended a junior policeman, constituted a Special Inves-
tigation Team and announced statutory monetary relief
to the families of victims. A broad brush plellmmarv

erala is re-

garded as the

“final frontier”

for the BIP
and the last bastion of the Left. For
the Congress, the state offers re-
demption after a long streak of elec-
toral losses. The Congress-led
United Democratic Front (UDF) has
an advantage vis-a-vis the Left Dem-
ocratic Front (LDF) in the 2026 As-
sembly polls, but an increase in the
BJP's vote share could upset calcula-
tions.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
roadshow in Thrissur this week
evoked conspicuous public enthusi-
asm, but one should not read too
much into it. Kerala’s “city of gold” is,
after all, a BJP seat, wrested from
the Congress in 2024 by the party's
lone MP in the state, Suresh Gopi,
who is the Minister of State for Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas.

Despite eight decades of RSS ac-
tivism and over 5,000 shakhas in the
state, the BJP has made little electo-
ral headway. Its inability to crack
Kerala is rightly atributed to the
state’s unique socio-religious set-up.
A high proportion of minorities and
a history of progressive reforms that
secularised state politics have en-
gendered distrust of right-wing
parties.

Alittle over 45 per cent of Kerala’s
population comprises minorities,
with Muslims at around 27 per cent
and Christians at 18 per cent, ac-
cording to the 2011 Census. The
share of the Hindu population is the

Fiscal Prudence

lowest in any state outside the
Northeast and Punjab, and the
Union Territories of Jammu &
Kashmir, Ladakh and Lakshad-
weep.

Currently, the BJP does not have
asingle MLA in Kerala. It opened its
account with the Nemom Assembly
seat in 2016 but lost it subsequently.
Hitherto, it has been a marginal
player in Kerala’s politics—but is
that about to change?

It won Thrissur and was the
runner-up in Thiruvananthapuram
in 2024, boosting the NDA’s vote
share to 20 per cent from 10 per
cent in 2014. It won only one Lok
Sabha seat, but in terms of As-
sembly segments, it led in 11, includ-
ing six in Thrissur and three in
Thiruvananthapuram, and was the
runner-up in six. It is on these seats
in south Kerala and the Kochi re-
gion that the BJP is strategically fo-
cusing its attention.

The fact that it won the local body
elections in Thiruvananthapuram
last year and retained Palakkad, be-
sides securing five gram panchayats,
isa morale booster. The defection of
C.C. Mukundan, CPI MLA from Nat-
tika in Thrissur, to the BIP is also a
promising sign.

But above all, the party needs a
fresh political narrative in Kerala, as
the leadership is well aware. Polari-
sation does not work, and the elec-
torates overall ideology is
left-oriented. Even the Congress-led
UDF includes socialist and Marxist
parties.

[ SERALA POLLS ]
BJP GAINS MAY DISRUPT UDF-LDF
ELECTORAL BALANCE

SEINISY 10 L

Congress leads, Left weakens, BJP vote surge could significantly
reshape Kerala's tight Assembly contest dynamics and alignments

states. The BJP's outreach to the Syr-
ian Christian community, which ap-
peared to be progressing, imploded
after a series of attacks last year on
Christmas celebrations in Odisha,
Chhattisgarh and Assam.

Going forward, reining in hoo-
ligan elements in organisations such
as the Bajrang Dal will be critical for
the party.

The BJP's main problem in Kerala
is the limited scope for alliances.
Unlike in the Northeast, it does not
have strong regional partners.
Another handicap is the lack of a
strong, charismatic face in the state.

For all parties, opportunity lies in
the women’s vote. In 2024, more
women than men exercised their
francluse yet the state suffers from
i gender gap in rep-

The roots of Kerala’s contemporary
politics go as far back as the early 19th
century. As casteism took its most
monstrous form in Kerala, the back-
lash was the fiercest. While social re-
formers in the rest of India were
primarily concerned with the miser-
able condition of women, in Kerala
the primary fault line was caste.

A paradox, as the pushback
against caste began with the Chan-
nar revolt, asserting the right of
lower-caste women to cover their
upper bodies. The late colonial
period saw the Malabar Rebellion
and the successful temple entry
movement, which fuelled the rise of
class consciousness.

As social scientist M.R. Manma-

than argued in a 2013 paper, an en-
vironment favouring social equality
created fertile ground for left ideo-
logy and a concomitant aversion to
religious idioms in politics.

Against this historical backdrop,
political messaging must be secular,
pro-development and anti-corrup-
tion. This is precisely what Modi did
in Thrissur. He also emphasised the
Centres efforts to ensure the safety
of Indians in the war-torn West Asia
region, where over three million
Keralites live and work.

However, the positive effect of de-
velopment rhetoric will be weighed
against the negative impact of the
anti-Christian stance adopted by
RSS-linked organisations in other

resemanun Only 39 women candi-
dates have been fielded overall.

The combatants in Kerala face
differing challenges. The ruling LDF
is on the back foot due to anti-in-
cumbency, scams and defections.
The UDF must consolidate the Mus-
lim vote to renew minority con-
fidence. The BJP must secure at
least a fifth of the popular vote.

It has little chance of winning
more than a handful of seats but can
play spoiler. If the LDF is dispropor-
tionately affected, it benefits the
Congress—and vice versa.

Bhavdeep Kang is a senior journalist with
35 years of experience in working with
major newspapers and magazines. She is
now an independent writer and author

Graduate unemployment trap leaves
millions waiting years for stable jobs

Low private wages and scarce government jobs trap educated youth in

AJIT RANADE

'magine spending the

best years of your life,

from age 221029, ina

waiting room. You are
educated, ambitious and capable.
But the job you are waiting for has
odds worse than a lottery. So you
study harder, attempt again and wait
once more.

This is the lived reality for an esti-
mated 11 million young graduates in
India today. The fifth edition of the
State of Working India report, pub-
lished this month by Azim Premji
University, reveals a startling statis-
tic: 67% of all unemployed youth
aged 20-29 are graduates—L1 crore
people.

In 2004, graduates

arithmetic of national waste is stark.

The unemployment rate among
graduates aged 22-29 is as high as
33%. Yet this falls below 4% after age
30. What changes is not success—it
is resignation.

Young men eventually accept
whatever worl is available, however
dead-end. Young women often exit
the labour force altogether, retreat-
ing into unpaid domestic care work.
Male unemployment falls because
men take jobs; female unemploy-
ment falls because women stop
looking.

Why do millions of graduates
spend their prime years in this
limbo? The answer lies in a rational
but socially ing calculation.

just 32% of the unemployed youth
cohort. Their share in the youth
population has risen from 10% to
28% over two decades. But employ-
ment has not kept pace.

Between 2004 and 2023, India
produced roughly 50 lakh graduates
every year. Only 28 lakh found em-
ployment annually, and a mere 17
lakh entered salaried work. The

Private sector salaries have stag-
nated.

In 2011, a young male graduate
earned about 321,800 a month. By
2023, this had fallen to %19,573. Ad-
justed for inflation, this decline is se-
vere. Unsurprisingly, graduates
avoid entry-level private sector jobs.

Government jobs, by contrast,
offer far higher pay, job security,

pensions and social prestige. Natu-
rally, aspirants choose to wait.

This wait manifests as endless
preparation for competitive exams.
A study of Tamil Nadu Public Serv-
ice Commission data found that a
single TNPSC Group 4 recruitment
drew 137 million applicants. Around
80% of unemployed individuals in
Tamil Nadu were preparing for such
exams,

The private sector offers a tread-
mill, not a career. Only 8.25% of
gradunates work in roles aligned with
their qualifications. Nearly half are
in low-skill jobs with little progres-
sion.

The gender dimension is stark.
Educated women in their early 20s
actively seek jobs, but many exit the
workforce by their late 20s due to
marriage and caregiving expecta-

prolonged exam-preparation limbo cycle prevalent across India today

tions.

The policy response has created a
paradox. Governments subsidise
coaching and provide cash transfers,
but this tightens fiscal constraints
and limits hiring. Vacancies in Cen-
tral government jobs more than
doubled between 2014-15 and 2021~
22,

Reservation policies also suffer.
When hiring slows, reserved posts
remain unfilled, weakening rep-
resentation for marginalised com-
munities.

The solution lies in reducing de-
pendence on government jobs, im-
proving labour market information,
aligning skills with industry needs,
and supporting women's workforce
participation.

Millions of educated Indians are
wasting their most productive years
in a lottery they are unlikely to win.
This is not just a personal tragedy—
it is a national failure.

Dr Ajit Ranade is a noted Pune-based econ-
omist. Syndicate: The Billion Press
(email: editor@thebillionpress.org)
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Strategic shift

theory of a combination of factors —
crowds and poor security arrangements — was put out,
consistent with the pattern seen after past incidents.
India and stampedes are now indivisible in the litera-
ture on disasters. During 2025, five out of seven deadly
crushes involving the loss of about 70 lives took place at
religious gatherings, ranging from the Maha Kumbh to
aremote temple in Goa. Crowd management practices
came in for scrutiny after stampedes at the New Delhi
Railway Station in connection with the Kumbh, the
cricketing celebration in Bengaluru and the political
rally of Tamil Nadu actor Vijay in Karur. But problems
at religious festivals such as the one in Nalanda's Sheetla
Mata temple invariably tend to fade away. The inade-
quacy of policing arrangements at the Bihar shrine has
been attributed by some to diversion of forces for a visit
by President Droupadi Murmu to a nearby university.
Yet. this can only be a partial explanation, because, as
the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
says in its manual for state governments on managing
crowds at mass gatherings, policing with force is not
usually the answer, and the experience with intelligent
strategies should inform decision making,

It should be self-evident that the authorities, starting
with the district administration, must be made legally
responsible for compliance with the NDMA guidelines.
The NDMA has advocated a pattern of regulated
entry points and multiple holding areas to ensure
lower risk of a sudden, deadly surge: the Railways
have said they pursued a Rs 12,120 crore strategy in the
Amrit Bharat station upgrade programme during
2025-26, although implementation of access control is
patchy. Failed crowd management leading to
stampedes is symptomatic of the larger issue of poor
appreciation of India’s large population that is now
more mobile than in past decades. Mass gatherings will
be the norm, and the challenge is to prepare for them.
Placing faith in violent policing would be a continuation
of an outdated Victorian strategy. What India needs to
avert stampedes is good on-site systems, official ac-
countability and public education.

Iran's new $2 million toll
per shipin the Strait of
Hormuz, intended to fund
IRGC operations, violates
UNCLOS navigation free-
doms. As it is, Malaysia has
secured assurances from
Iran that its vessels will be
granted safe and toll-free
passage through the strait.
India must swiftly ne-
gotiate an exemption as
well, based on our histori-
cally friendly regional ties.
While domestic refineries
are currently boosting out-
put, long-term security lies

Addressing Naxalism
The government's March 31 deadline for
eliminating Naxalism marks a critical
juncture. While a decade of arrests and
neutralised leadership has suppressed the
movement, military victory alone is fragile.
Lasting peace depends on whether far-left
ideologies still resonate in Maoist-affected
districts. To ensure stability, India must pivot
from a purely security-driven strategy to
addressing root causes—poverty,
displacement and inadequate healthcare.
Genuine development and social
integration are the only ways to prevent the
resurgence of such movements.

Bal Govind, Noida

HASAN ZAIDI

Prevent stampedes
The Bihar temple tragedy,
claiming nine lives, is a har-
rowing reminder that such
disasters are rarely iso-
lated. Despite the recur-
ring loss of life, root causes
remain unaddressed, with
public concern fading until
the next catastrophe
strikes. The government
must implement rigorous
crowd-management pro-
tocols, ensuring prevent-
able tragedies never recur.
S Sankaranarayanan,
hennai

ina "war footing” transition
to 100% renewable energy.
By establishing strict
production targets for
green power and storage As
batteries, India can elimin-
ate oil dependency and
generate foreign exchange
profits by exporting excess
clean energy.
PVP Madhu Nivriti,
Secunderabad  sci

boundaries will not contain
the resulting fires of re-

Converging crises

India’s domestic stabilityis  crimination. temic irregularities. This real-time monitoring of
tested as elections and the R Narayanan, latest transfer serves as a over 1.4 billion people,

IPL provide a stark back- Navi Mumbai  grim “gift” for his honesty, streamlines welfare de-
drop to mounting global highlighting how the sys- livery with geo-tagged
pressures. While these Sacrificing tem penalises uncompro-  data, reduces adminis-
spectacles offer atempor-  ‘Singham” mising integrity. trative costs, and provides
ary inner equilibrium, the |AS officer Tukaram Kiran P Chaudhari, results within months
realities of Ukraine, Gaza, Mundhe, nicknamed ‘Sing- Mumbai  rather than years.

and the Iran conflict are ham, has been transferred ~ Advanced census Adigital census prom-

not distant broadcasts,
they are direct economic
and moral confrontations.

are reduced to trans-
actional shifts by global ac-
tors, our collective urgency
erodes. We cannot remain
insulated forever; when a
disengaged global con-

for the 24th time in his 21-
year career. Known for his
transparency and disci-
pline, Mundhe consistently
exposes corruption within
every department he
heads. His tenure is re-
peatedly cut short before
reforms take root. His re-
cent seven-month stint at
the ‘Divyang Kalyan' de-
partment ended abruptly
after he uncovered sys-

international tragedies

ence fails, physical

The long-delayed census is
more than a statistical rit-
ual; it is the backbone of
governance. Without re-
liable data, policies falter
on guesswork. The 2027
Digital Census offers
major advantages over
paper methods by en-
abling faster data process-
ing, improved accuracy,
and public self-enumer-
ation via apps. It enables

tribution.
However, numbers
alone are insufficient.

healthcare, and liveli-
sus isn't just about

counting people; it is
about making people

ress.

ises accuracy, replacing
outdated methods to truly
map India's diversity. Cru-
cially, including caste data
— not comprehensively re-
corded since 1935 —is a
transformative step for
equity and resource dis-

They must be translated
into improved schools,

hoods. Ultimately, a cen-

count and turning aspir-
ation into tangible prog-

Babu Crishna, Bengaluru

Marital
accountabili
Apropos “Hidden salary?
Husband must reveal it,
says HC" (April 1,2026),
the ruling makes a power-
ful point: honesty about
money is not optional in
marriage disputes. When
one partner hides income,
maintenance cases turn
into wild guesses. The
court's insistence on tax
returns cuts through ex-
cuses and ensures fair-
ness. Some claim to be
poor despite living well,
but the consequences are
serious. This judgment re-
minds us that financial se-
crecy undermines trust.
Veda Chidanand,
Bengaluru
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Rahul’s BJP-CPM ‘deal’
claim baffles everybody

he repeated statements of former Congress president and the

Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi that the

CPM-led Left Democratic Front (LDF) in Kerala is facing the

Assembly election after striking a secret deal with the BJP against
the Congress-led United Democratic Front (UDF) have the potential to
undermine the very legitimacy of the LN.D.I.A. bloc, which fights the BJP
at the national level.

Mr Gandhi has produced no hard evidence that can point to a secret deal
between the Communists and the saffron famﬂy sworn ideological ene-
mies. He would argue that the Central agencies have been houndmg him
for several years and even questioned him for hours on end in certain
cases but have spared Kerala’s CPM Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
because of the “deal”. He would suggest that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s silence about the gold theft in the hill shrine of Sabarimala is
another indicator of the existence of such a “deal”.

It may be remembered that the Congress started the campaign against
the Aam Aadmi Party and its then Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
in the Delhi excise policy case. Mr Kejriwal, a serving chief minister, as
well as several of his Cabinet colleagues spent months in jail before being
acquitted in the case, for there was no evidence against them. It is unclear

i would want the Kerala CM also to spend some time in jail to
prove that his party has no deal with the BJP.

It is not that the Enforcement Directorate (ED) did not make an attempt
to trap Mr Vijayan in the gold smuggling case registered some five years
ago but could not find a thread to connect him to the crime. The ED ended
up with a bloody nose in court when it issued a notice to CPM leader and
former Kerala finance minister Thomas Isaac, for the Central agency had
no answer to the court which questioned the rationale of the notice.

A couple of CPM leaders were arrested in relation with the Sabarimala
case, and the party owes an answer to the people for their acts of omission

commission. Mr Gandhi has every right to make the CP!
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in the case. At the same time, the Congress has offered no credible expla-
nation about the presence of the other accused in the case along with
Congress MPs at 10, Janpath, meeting Congress leader Sonia Gandhi.
While the CPM would not link Mrs Gandhi to the alleged thieves, it would
ask Mr Gandhi to explain why the Congress leaders accompanied them
during their visit to the Congress leader’s house. Mr Modi's silence in the
case can be interpreted in whichever way you want; it cannot necessarily
be the proof of a CPM-BJP deal.

In short, Mr Gandhi offers no concrete evidence of a deal and he comes
up with erroneous logic to back up his claim.

Assembly elections are fought and won the hardest way, and Mr Gandhi
cannot be blamed for using the sharpest weapons against his party’s polit-
ical enemies in the states concerned. But to accuse his own party’s allies
on the national platform formed to fight the BJP of being in cahoots with
the same saffron party defies logic. If Mr Gandhi is serious about his alle-
gatmn 1hen he should start the process of evicting the Left parties from the

c. If not, then he sho play the political game within the
contou.rs deﬁned by the national political goals of his party and make pub-
lic statements accordingly. He cannot play a double game.

Get ready for rise in fuel prices

he decision of oil marketj.ng companies (OMOs) to increase aviation
Ttu.rbme fuel (ATF) prices is something waiting to come after global

crude oil stubbornly remained above $100 a barrel in the wake of the
US-Israel war against Iran.

State-run Indian Oil Corporation initially doubled ATF prices in Delhi to
¥2.07 lakh per kilolitre for April, only to roll them back within hours to
%1.04 lakh/kl following government intervention. By limiting the increase
to roughly 25 per cent for domestic carriers, the government has effective-
1y absorbed — or deferred — the remaining burden within the public sec-
tor OMCs. Foreign airlines, however, will pay a full price of ATF without
any relief.

Similarly, OMCs have increased the prices of commercial LPG, and pre-
mium petrol and diesel. The prices for 5-kg mini cylinders have risen by
%51, and 19-kg commercial cylinders by 2218, premium petrol by ¥11 a litre,
premjum diesel by %1.50 a litre.

The price hike in jet fuel will lead to significant increase in airfare and
‘may aifect people, especially those pla.nnmg to go on a holiday in the sum-
mer. Similarly, higher commercial LPG prices may affect the business of
eateries. However, the magnitude of the global crude oil price is too heavy
to be absorbed by either oil marketing companies or airlines or
anyone else.

People, therefore, should be prepared for the inevitable — an increase in
prices and the worst. For the last five years, the world has been reeling
under various hostile acts —be it in kinetic or trade form. West Asia is one
of India’s major trade partners and its disastrous impact of this war on this
region would adversely affect the country's economic growth, especi;
through exports and remittances. If the West Asian oil producers decide to
keep oil prices elevated to recoup war losses, India will have a difficult
issue to deal with.
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The external affairs
ministry has drafted
the Overseas Mobility
(Facilitation and
Welfare) Bill, 2025, to
end this exploitation
which i

‘s ahuge reliefthat 3.75
lakh Indian workers
have returned from
West Asia since the US-
Israeli war on Iran

began, with only seven casu-
alties. But, then, Indians are
not fighters. The risks they
take are quite different.

With over 35 million peo-
ple abroad, India has the
world's largest diaspora with
significant populations in
the Gulf, North America, the
Arab peninsula, Britain and
Suutheast Asia. Their esti-
mated annual income of $730
billion accounts for the
world’s highest remittance

figure.
The community’s general-
ly passive role in global con-
icts may have done some
damwe to its prestige. Yet,
some good may come from
the interaction if the “Viksit
Bharat" of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s dreams
shows that as a result of the
reforms now being under-
taken, Indian wage-earners
in the hot and dusty Gulf, for
instance, are no lunger dis-
missed as only “foreign
workers” — the term for
men and women who labour
in distant lands to shore up
New  Delhi's  foreign
exchange reserves.

1 once asked our high com-
missioner in Singapore
(where I then lived) during a
crisis over “foreign work-
ers” how many Indians were
involved. “How would [
know?" was his callous
retort. That indifference was
borne out when I happened
to be nominated to a New
Delhi committee on awards
for “foreign workers”. The
committee chairman and
most highly-placed members
suggested that awards, if
any, should go to India’s
diplomatic representatives,
who, incidentally, are enti-
tled to duty-free loot.

The attitude isn’t at all sur-
prising. Colonial officials
argued in the 19th century
that Indians didn't object to
white supremacy because
the European rulers were
seen as only an additional

down, projects stall, costs inflate, and not always
because of corruption, but because delay is the safest

topmost layer in the varna
caste hierarchy. With the
Indian Foreign Service offi-
cers slipping into the role of
entitled ruler after Indepen-

dence, millions of uneducat-
ed Indians identified the new
elite as the latest dwija born
to command so that “foreign
workers” who contributed
most of the $135 billion rem-
ittances that India received
in 2024 saw no objection to a
status quo that goes back to
the Indian

despite the 1983
Emigration Act which
established a ‘Protector
of Emigrants’...

to the Protector-General of
Emigrants, will have 16
offices across India, and can
grant and revoke the licens-
es of recruitment agents.
While admitting both the
scope and need for effective
reform, some analysts still
find the new law's wording

1859 forbidding Assa.m s tm
plantation labourers from
leaving their gardens with-
out the permission of emp-
loyers, usually white, whose
interests were paramount,
The external affairs min-
istry has since drafted the
Overseas Mobility (Facili-
tation and Welfare) Bill,
2025, to end this exploitation
which continues despite the
1983 Emigration Act which
established a “Protector of
Emigrants” and introduced
welcome sweeping changes.
Migration to West Asia has
soared since then. Most of
the 10 million Indian work-
ers abroad are blue-collar
‘workers. Many suffer gross
rights violations. India arg-
ues. but not very

It might not ).we up to expec-
tations grounded in the
growing labour shortages of
developed and wealthy coun-
tries whose native-born
workers may be reluctant to
take up hazardous jobs.
Underlying Indian acquies-
cence in the system, even
after veforms, is the hope
that workers migrating to
other countries will help to
reduce the unemployment
crisis at home. That alone
can explain why the external
affairs ministry has signed
labour mobility agreements
with no fewer than 20 coun-
tries since 2018.

Itis wise, of course, to facil-
itate labour mobility but the
terms and conditions of

convincingly that it is not
interested in exporting man-
power. Such commerce is
even more demeamng when
the manpower is untrained.
But there is a certain satis-
faction in increasing repatri-
able profits. Indian entrepre-
neurs are also shrewd
enough to detect the advan-
tages of exporting hospital
carers to Malaysia, builders
to Dubai and medical staff to
Northern Ireland.

Drafting the new law was
an opportunity to uphold the
rights of employees and
ensure their continued abili-
ty to contribute to India's
prosperity. A new, opaque
bureaucratic body — the
Overseas Mobility and

— will now
be responsible for all aspects
of emigration. The Director-
General of Overseas
Mobility, similar in position

are of para-
mount importance. India’s
acknowledgement that its
workers are exploited lends
special importance to the
question of rights and duties.
Singe jobs at any cost would
defeat the purpose of new
legislation introducing
reforms, the law must com-
mit itself to protecting the
rights and dignity of Indi:
abroad. This calls for rele-
vant and comprehensive
inspection of working condi-
tions, constant supervision
and insurance policies based
on the recorded experience
of millions of people so that
workers are not just passive
beneficiaries of the law.
Problems are best solved
when tackled at source and
not treated as distant extra-
neous occurrences of ques-
tionable relevance, Licensed
recruitment agents in our
major cities rely on a net-

agreements all the time. Not every MoU matures into
a project. But there's a way to manage that ambi

Do more to keep Indians
who work abroad safer

work of unregistered sub-
agents for workers who take
up difficult jobs abroad. The
available data shows that
while 44 per cent of recruit-
ment agents were concen-
trated in Delhi and Muml
only five per cent were based
in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh,
even though these states
accounted for 55 per cent of

emigration clearances
issued in 2024. Since low-
income workers usually
hold passports that call for
emigration checks when the
holder travels abroad on an
employment  visa, the
Protector of Emigrants has
ample  opportunity to
inspect, advise and, if neces-
sary, intervene.

Another complexity is that
licensed recruiters do not
reach workers directly.
There is a chain of interme-
diaries, with each link
adding a charge that is
passed down to the individ-
ual worker. Although the
government has capped such
recruitment service charges
at 30,000, it is no secret that
an overseas appointment
usually costs up to five times
that amount. That means
that workers are in debt,
almost always to non-institu-
tional sources, before seeing
a job offer. Moreover, rec-
ruiters are often their only
source of information about
overseas jobs, giving them
an advantage in a market
with an excess of workers.
No wonder many aspiring
applicants are at “the mercy
of unscrupulous recruiters.

The globally recognised
“employer pays principle”,
where all recruitment costs
are borne by the employer,
might save workers from the
tentacles of a vicious black
economy. We need more
state recruiters, more effi-
cient and honest supervision
at every stage, and an attitu-
dinal change towards men
and women who venture
abroad to earn for the
nation. Ideally, of course, the
system of indentured labour
should be thrown out lock,
stock and barrel, and every
effort made to expand manu-
facturing and employment
at home. While that long-
term objective is pursued,
diasporic employment must
be tolerated as a short-term
necessity, and nothing more.

The writer is a senior

Journalist, columnist and
author

igui-
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TRUMP’S REMARKS

As you sow, 50 you reap

(Trump chides allies, Pak,
China moot 5-point plan,
April 7). Without consulting
allies, US President Donald
Trump has attacked Iran
along with Israel Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and dreamt of
finishing the job overnight a
la Venezuela. Now, the
blame game has started
with Trump threatening
France, England, Spain and
Germany for non-participa-
tion in his misadventure.
Parthasarathy Mandadi
Tirupati

PAMPERING MAOISTS

It is meaningless that while state
government employees in states
like Andhra Pradesh are denied the
basic right of rise in Dearness
Allowance and other minimum ben-
efits for many years despite big rise
in inflation, the surrendered
Maoists who have committed
unpardonable crimes for a long time
are being offered rehabilitation
packages (7o prevent Maoists'
return; have intel, welfare ngendu
April 1). They need to be given
strictest punishment for causmg
immense trouble to the society. No
other citizen should ever think of
resorting to taking law into his or
her hands so blatantly without a
care for the safety of fellow citizens.
If criminalisation begets king-size
life, then all youngsters will say
"yes" to antisocial activities for
some time, surrender and get reha-
bilitated sufficiently. Youngsters
need proper counselling and
encouragement for contribution to
the growth and development of the
nation and not rewards for killing
fellow humans.
M. Chandrasekhar
Kadapa

QUANTUM FUTURE

The state government’'s motive to
step up and carry forward responsi-
bility for future generations is com-
mendable (India’s first open quan-
tum computer on April 14: CM, April
1). By investing in quantum tech-
nology, it aims to build up a strong
scientific base and bring forth inno-
vation that can transform the
hation's prospects. Such initiatives
will open up avenues for youth to
take up skill-oriented education.
Exposure to advanced research will
help them move into global careers.
Raju Kolluru

Kakinada

Email your Jetters to
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ditor@d

India needs next. Fair enough. But
ctually help?

ged realism
here's the question: Will this a¢

Dilip Cherian
Dilli Ka Babu

Corruption not
only reason why
projects stall
and costs spiral

here's a familiar outrage cycle in India — a
roject stalls, costs spiral, and we instinctive-
1y reach for the “corruption” label. It's neat,

tisfying, and often incomplete. Because
sometimes, the system isn’t leaking, It's freezing.

Take the coal block allocation case. A Dethi court,
after years of investigation, acquitted all five
accused, babus and others, in one of the oldest coal
scam cases. It noted there was “not even an iota of
evidence” and that the Central Bureau of
Investigation had “miserably failed” to prove wrong-
doing. In fact, the court found no proof of conspiracy
or personal gain despite a decade of scrutiny and rep-
utational damage.

If you're a serving officer watchm,g this unfold,

what exactly is the takeaway? Not “be honest and
decisive"”. More like: Even 1f you're clean, you may
spend the next 10-15 years proving it. That's not
accountability. That's deterrence.

Which brings us back to an old but uncomfortably
relevant idea from In Service of the Rq;ublu‘ by Ajay
Shah and Vijay Kelkar, published in 2019 — asym-

metric punishment. Simply, the system punishes
errors of commission (doing something that later
looks questionable) far more than errors of omission
(doing nothing at all). Sign a file, and you risk inves-
tigations, audits, and headlines. Sit on it, and life
goes on qmeﬂy, safely, pension intact.

Now connect the dots. A system that can prosecute
l’fau:t atnd prove later (snmenm&s nevar) doesn’t dﬂm

sion-making, The rauuml bahu adapts; files slow

+

career strategy available. And when that becomes
the norm, paralysis isn't incompetence. It's self-
preservation. Which leaves us with an awkward
question Mr Kelkar and Mr Shah asked years ago,
and we're still dodging: Have we made honesty too
expensive to practise?

UP'S INVESTMENT PITCH HITS AWKWARD PAUSE
All governments love big-ticket announcements.
Few enjoy the morning after. The recent clarification
by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
that a 325,000 crore Al MoU is merely “preliminary"

and “not bmdmg ‘has that unmistakable whiff of a

ty qu.letly pl‘ofesswnally, without making the s:;ei

India's security challenges are no longer just about

look like it’s hedging its own
time. Which brings us to the uncomfortable suhtext
Somewhen‘e in the system, someone clearly thought

this was a good idea, both the signing and the subse-
quent clarification. One doesn't need to name names

ing adversaries in the shadows.

‘They're also about managing optics, alliances, and
economic interdependence in full public view. Being
ruthless when required” sounds reassuring until it
collldes wm: d.\plomauc fa]lou( trade interests, or

to see the problem. This is less about one
and more about a style of functioning that mistakes
opties for outcomes.

Uttar Pradesh has spent years trying to reposmcn
itself as investment-friendly, predictable, and seri-
ous. rt doesn't collapse overnight — but it
does take hits hke this. Because investors don' just

announced first and later. Which, if
we're being honest, is not the kind of innovation
ecosystem Uttar Pradesh should be pioneering.

An MoU of that scale isn't a casual handshake at a
trade fair. It's a signal to investors, competitors, and
markets that the state means business, Walking it
back in public, almost casually, doesn’t just dilute the
deal; it chips away at credibility. And credxhﬂ.\ty.
unlike MoUs, isn't something you can sign and
unsign at will.

What makes this more puzzling is the tone of the
clarification. It sounds less like a calibrated correc-
tion and more like someone suddenly discovering
the fine print after the press release went out. That's
m;]xl%ssumnce That's a red flag waving enthusias-

ly.
Now, to be fair, go do sign iminary

read y read si . And right now,
the signal feels a hlt unpmv!

HARD POWER FASHIONABLE, IS IT ALSO EFFECTIVE?
Delhi's favourite parlour game is back — guessing
the next Ajit Doval (though he’s showing no signs of
signing off yet!). And right on cue, the name doing the
rounds is Samant Goel, aman who, if the chatter is to
be believed, prefers operating in the shadows rather
than trending on social media platforms.

‘The pitch for Mr Goel is stmlghﬂ‘orward — capa-
bility over charisma. Not a soundbite machine, but
someone who deals with the mess behind the head-
lines. His reported bluntness with Jake Sullivan, the
outreach across Iran-Russia-Central Asia post-
Afghanistan, an the quiet stitching together of intel-
1i ks is being framed as the kind of hard-

& 4

ally over methods.

Take the expanding intelligence footprint and
alleged deep linkages with countries like Russia and
Tran. Smart. perhaps necessary. But also a tightrope
walk in a world where alignments shift faster than
WhatsApp forwards. Today's strategic autonomy
can quickly beeome mmurmw 's awkward explana-
tion. And then there' phical drift
embedded in this cnnvelsatmn the 1dea that a
“stronger, security-driven state” is the logical path to
Vlksit Bharat. That's where the anxiety creeps in.
Security efficiency is seductive, But it often comes
bundled with a certain impatience for dissent,
nuance, and messy democratic processes.

Mr Goel may well be excepﬁonally good at what he
does. The real question is whether India needs a mas-
ter of covert chess or a player equally skilled at the
very public game of balancing power, perception and
principle.

Love them, hate them ignore them at national peril,
is the babu guarantee and Dilip’s belief.

Share significant babu escapades
dilipcheriani@hotmail.com.
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Foreign funding

Amendment Bill merits a thorough debate

HE Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2026, has triggered a polit-
lcal slugfest during the Budget Session of
P . The Union gov iseiting
national security in defence of the Bill while
the Opposition has warned of democratic backsliding.
'Ihe B.IP msxsts that tightening the FCRA — Foreign
®:

lation) Act — is both y and

due. The gov 's restsona famil-

mr clzum foreign funds, if left unchecked. may be
ds activities di l to national inter-

est — ranging from misinformation campaigns to radi-
calisation. BJP leaders argue that regulation is not
repression but a safeguard, and that no distinction is
being made between communities.

Yet, the Opposition’s concerns cannot be brushed
aside. Some Congress MPs have descﬂbed the pro-
posed ch as ive, even
Their apprehension is twofnlrl. first, the law could dis-
proportionately affect NGOs working with margin-
alised communities; and second. itmay centralise pow-
erinways that stifledissent. The charge that regulatory
overdrive could morph into political control resonates
strongly in a democracy with a vibrant civil society.
John Brittas, a CPI(M) MP from poll-bound Kerala, has
asked why basic parliamentary queries on the FCRA
data are being treated as “secret.” The alleged opacity
can undermine the very accountability the amend-
ments claim to strengthen, Regulation without trans-
parency risks breeding mistrust.

The Bill merits a thorough debate in Parliament.
Laws governing foreign funding involve sovereignty, dv-
il liberties and institutional trust. Any reform in this sen-
sitive domain must be both rwbust and reassuring. Ulti-
mately, therealtest for the government isto convince the
Opposition — and the nation at large — that enhanced
oversight willnot come at the cost of democratic freedom.

Last-minute play

Order to buy sports gear in one day absurd

ING cap the spirit of g

efficiency quite like asking over 14.000

schools to spend Rs 128 crorein a single day:

In Haryana's latest administrative master-

stroke, sports infrastructure is to be built not
on playgrounds, but on paperwork completed at break-
neck speed. The directive would be impressive — if pro-
curement were an Olympic spart. School committees, pre-
sumably, are expected to identify needs, scout vendars,
compate prices, ensure quality and finalise purchases, all
befare the ink on the order dries. One can only admire the
faith that the authorities have in their superhuman abili-
ties. Of course, there is a simpler explanation. This is less
about sports and mare about the timeless ritual of March-
end spending, where the race is not to achieve outcomes
but to exhaust budgets within the financial year. In this
annual festival of fiscal urgency, prudence s optional and
utilisation certificates arethemltmp)ues

The ideaofd li hoolsis.on
paper. commendable. In pmctue however, autonomy
delivered at the last minute resembles a surprise exam
with no time to read the question. Faced with impossi-
ble deadlines, committees are left to either rush
through purchases or perfect the art of backdated com-
pliance. The real winners in such situations are rarely
thestudents, Instead, urgency creates fertile ground for
mﬂmed pnv:es. quesuonnble quality and creative
thatthrives when
scruliny mkes a back seat to speed. Vendors, too, are
unlikely to complain about such eﬂlclenqy
Ifthe goalistop sparts, the g might

consider giving schools sumethmg radical: time, plan-
ning and perhaps acalendar that does notend in asprint.
Until then, this one-day spending exercise risks pmduc-
ing less spornng ! and more admi

ics, with predictably underwhel

results.

OPINION
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A human-made tragedy called Punjab

There is a need for a multi-stakeholder consensus to pull the state out of its endemic morass

MANISH TEWARI
LOK SABHA MP AND
FORMER |&B MINISTER

anarco-militancy collo-
quially called gangster-
ism. In these columns, I wiote
two pieces last year — “Why a
new deal for Punjab is essential”
(March 10) and “Punjab must
push for a fair deal” (March 19).
Unfortunately, both fell on collec
tively deaf political ears.

While the first article outlined
the acute and endemicstructural
problems bedevilling the state,
the second had traced the fact
that in the wake of a horrendous
Partition — called Ujam (devas-
tation) in Punjabi — the political
leadership of PEPSU (Patiala
and East Punjab States Union)
and East Punjab singularly failed
to negotiate a special constitu-
tional arrangement for Punjab,

In contrast, other states struck
special constitutional terms with
the Union in the form of the now-
repealed Artide 370 (Jammu &
Kashmir) and Article 371A-J
(Nagaland, Assam, Manipur,
Andhra Pmadesh and Telangana,
Sikkim, Mizomam, Amnachal
Pradesh, Goa and Karnataka,
respectively). Punjab is perhaps
the only border state that did not
endeavour to get a spedal consti-
tutional deal despite being a vie-
tim of the hlood-spattered vivi-

DRUG MENACE : Three decad

PEPSU and East Punjab on
November 1, 1956, waned after its
trifurcationon November 1, 1966.

In fact, a number of scholars
believe that Punjab and Bengal
were partitioned by the British in
1947 to control the periphery of
India by creating rump states as
the Cold War had commenced.
‘This shifted the centre of political
gravity to the Hindi heartland.
Try and visualise the political heft
and influence of an undivided
Pun)abmdBengal nanundivid-

and independent India.

Wh.il followed the trifurcation
was a turbulent decade and a half,
succeeded by 15 years of religious
extremism, separitism and termor-
ism from 1980 to 1995, It was sub-
stantially sponsored by Pakistan
and a diasporic fringe. Civilian
governance processes were sub-
stant@ally impacted as a conse-
quence, Thaugh the spectre of ter-
or was ﬁnal.budledkyhemdor

section of Indiain 1947,

Punjab’s trifurcation in 1966
may have worked well far
Haryanaand Himachal Pradesh
and pethaps for a certain section
of the ‘political elite’ in the state,
but economically and structural-
ly, it has not served the larger
interests of Punjab,

The political weight in national
affairs of an undivided Punjab
brought about by the merger of

Three decades later, how does
Punjab measure up? Its debt will
stand at Rs 447 lukh crore by the
end of the 2026-27 finandial year.
About 23% of the state's revenue
receipts amounting to Rs 28,755
aore will service interest pay-

of narco-militancy i ippl

Punjabs socio-economic
andgovernance
imperativesare now
beyond theability ofany
oneindividual or political
party to sunmount.

r
interest on existing debt rather
than spend ondevelopment,

1In 1996, Punjab's debt was only
Rs 15,250 crore. By 2002, it had
doubled to Rs 32,496 crore. The
debt, therefore, is not militancy-
related but a consequence of
populistand profigate spending
over the past 30 years by succes-
sive governments, The conse-
quence is that on May 31, 2025,
Punjab had the second highest
debt-to-GSDP matio (46.6%) in the
country — trumped only by
Arunachal Pradesh at 57%. Pun
jab has to stop doling out free-
bies. The state just can’t afford it.

ments. Debt repay in the
22526 financial year — payment
of prndpal and interest —
amounted to Rs 43,194 crore. In
elfect, the state is borrowing topay

Anotheri statistic:in
the 2023-24 financal year, at cur-
rentprices, Maharashtra's share
in India's GDP stood at 13.46%:
Tamil Nadu contributed 8.93%:

8¢ ions in Punjab. mue proto

Uttar Pradesh 8.77% Karnataka
849%: and Gujarat 8.05%. By
contrast, Punjab contributed a
mere 24% to the national GDP

Herein lies the paradox As of
2021, Punjub was still contribut-
ing7.7% of thePBORs (Personnel
Beow Officer Rank) to the Army,
though its share of the national
population is a meagre 2.3%, This
is despite the Recruitable Male
Population (RMP) Rule intro-
duced in 1965 that has systemati-
cally whittled down Punjab's
recruitment in the ammed forces
over the past 50 years.

By comparison, Gujarat cn-
tributes 2.4% of the manpowerto
the armed forces, while its share
of the national population is
5.2%. Gujarat, like Punjab, is a
border state, Punjab is the sen-
tinel of the nation, but has lost
the political will to surmount the
crises that cansume it.

After the proscription of Pak-
istan-sponsored  terrarism,  the
neighbouring country nimbly

order; with mmpant gangsterism
virtually holdingittoransomtoday.
With 81 of the peasantry hold-
ing two to five acres of land, agri-
culture as a stand-alone occupa-
tion is becoming increasingly
unremunerative. Punjab's water
table has declined by 40-100 cm
per year over the past three
decades, compounding the agrur-
fan cnisis, As the stateis bereft of
any heavy industry worth the
name, besides having a marginal
service sector and a lack of focus
on skillingin its education ecosys-
tem, the young generation vadl
Intes between frustration and
hopelessness,  looking  for
avenues of escape or easy money.
While Punjab's challenges
intensified, its palitical discourse
became increasingly bitter and
vendettadriven, It husremained
submersed inatoxic loop of'a “he
said, she said" discourse for
decades, with social media-driv-
enreel culture now becomingthe
cherry on the proverbial cake.
The Vidhan Sabha met for only
17 days in 2022, 12 days in 2023,
12 days in 2024, 15 days in 2025
and for only seven days in 2026
till now, whereas this should
have been the forum for a seri-
ous debate to build a political
consensus on a roadmap to pull
Punjub out of its endemic
morass, Between 2017 and 2022,
the Vidhan Sabha met for a mere
85days outofits 1.825<day term.
Earlier Assemblies did no better.
Punjab'’s socio-economic and
govemance imperatives are now
beyond the ability of any one
individual or palitical party to
surmount. There is a need to
forge a multi-stakeholder consen-
sus as the late Dr Manmohan
Singh had crafted when he cr-
ried out the national economic

switched gears to enable a narco-  resel of 1991, Three-and-a-half
militancy from 1995 itself, drawing  decades later, it still holds.
upon its control of the narcotics As atwo-term MPand a farmer
trade in Afghanistan. It was only  Union Minister from Punjab now
amund 2010 that the Hukummns  representing the capital of both
started grasping the importofthat  Punjab and Haryana, it is my
strategy. Bythen, substantial dame  appeal to all political parties and
age had already been done, right-thinking people to come

‘Three decad jlitancy  together and upply themselvesto
have effectively aippled two gen-  restoring the lost glory of what
erations in Punjub. Thishasdirect-  was once the majestic Punjab of
ly impacted the state’s law and  Maharaja Ranjit Singh.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

The most enduring image of Punjab is that of hardworking, enterprising, prosperous farmers. — Manmohansingh

Hari Singh lived
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Money-Lenders’ Bill
THE Punjab Money-Lenders’ Bill, as it has emerged from the
Select Committee, is not mulemllv different fromwhat it was in
its onginal form. Afew been made, but
the framework and the main provisions of the Bill remain what
they were. The definitions of “money-lender” and “loan™ are still
dangerously wide; and itis seriously apprehended that if the Bill
is enforced with rigour, it will not only cripple agriculture but also
mnjure trade and commerce. 'I'l’rewmlefmmz-wod( ofthe Billindi-
while it will ~lender it will
be the means of iding ample loopholes for the dish
debtar to avoid discharging his lmbﬂxgv to lhe creditor. The mon-
ey-lender is required, (1) to keep i form; (2)
to send sixmonthly returns to the debtor; and (3) to furnish a
of be{m-e a i on the ication of
he debtor If thy i ply (1 suit arclaim
willbe dismissed: ifhe makesa default (2), he wililose interest for
the period of six months for which he omitted to furnish accounts;
the failure to duly lodge the statement of accounts in the court of
the magistrate will render the creditor liable to be convicted under
Section 181 of the Penal Code, though not be sentenced to impris-
onment. The dismissal of the entire suit on the ground that the
accounts are not found to be in the form prescribed by the govern-
ment is most unjust and improper, and the utmost that should be
provided is that a creditor will not be permitted to produce his
accounts in a court of law and base his claim on those accounts
unless they are kept in the prescribed form,

life at full throttle

DeepAK OHLYAN

NI:[nfnendshm with Hari Singh, fondly known as the
‘Gypsy King”, began during our boarding school days
the mid-1970s. We were barely nine years old then
and our world was simple and unhurried. There was something
about him that stood out; while the rest of us played, he
observed, thought and then played differently.

He always loved cars, dinky cars then, tiny metal machines
thatwere his world. Sundays were race days. He had two prized
cars with flashy rally stickers, inspired by the Himalayan Car
Rally I had my own streamlined car. Three machines, each car-
rying a piece of our imagination and bound by a shared obses-
sion: the thrill of racing and the joy those small cars brought.

Ourracetrack wasa storm-water drain along a slopingroad —
namow. cemented. perfect for speed. We'd release the toy cars at
the top and watch them race down, accelerating every second.
But Hari d than speed: h d contral. He began
shaping the course; mud ramps to slow down, day patches to
cushion landings, bamboo strips to guide direction. He tested,
observed and refined each element.

Sometimes, he released two cars together watching one
crashwhile the other glided thiough. Other times, he staggered
them, observing how the second reacted to a disturbed track.
He wasn't guessing: he was calculating speed, angle, ift, land-
ing, recovery. He adjusted ramps, aligned tunnels and planned
each slowdown. When it worked, it wasn't luck, it was design.

The rainy Sundayswere the best. Cars skidded, spun, crashed
ar surged ahead. R)r us, it was madness; lor Han anew level
Whilewel 1j d ramps, !
mastered the changing track Looking back, it's clear: he wasn't
just playing in the rain, he was learning to win.

He went on to become a five-time Indian National Rally
Championship winner and the first Indian to win the Asia Zone
Rally Championship. A true legend, he chased ins, mas-
tered machines and lived his lifeat full thrattle interrains where
most people would never dare to go. Some legends aren't made
overnight. They begin quietly, in places no one is watching. In
his case, it all began on those quiet, playful Sundays at Sanawar.

Years later, Iremindedhim of the slope, the drains, the races. He
smiled and said, “You haveto write this story for me." Ididn, life
had got busier by then. He then called from Ladakhand said, “Tell
this stary to my rally friends.” 1did, butstill didn'twriteit. Wish 1
lmdwnnenﬂm piece eartier rther than now,whenonly his mem-

hediedina 1hoat accident in the Maldives kst
month. I can only hope that these words do justice to those
memaries and ease my guilt over having waited too long.

The writer is a Singapore-based IT professional

Govt must help youth get jobs

Refer to ‘Life in a waiting room’; the writer
has presented a true picture of unemploy-
ment which is today's reality and one of the
muost pressing issues, Under the current cir-
cumstances, the onus rests on our policy
framers to ponder over this burning prob-
lem of joblessness and take necessary con-
crete initiatives. Industry needs a push
along with revival of sick units, besides mak-
ing humongous efforts not to allow agricul-
tural land to shrink further. And to cap it all,
strenuous emphasis needs to be laid on job
creation both in government as well as pri-
vate sector, besides motivating frustrated

ulation and individual aspirations need to
find a middle path rather than confronta-
tion. We should view matrimonial alliances
as signifying freedom with responsibility.
RAKESH MOHAN SHARMA, PATHANKOT

Liberty with responsibility
Referto ‘Liberty vs marriage’; the law must
recognise evalving relationships, In aliberal
society that suppaorts love, inter-caste and
inter-faith marriages, liberty cannot become
a pretext to fragment the institution of mar-
riage, which continues to safeguard social
and legal stability in India. When a man or
woman mlks out of marriage, reasons may

to go in for self- it
whldl is a big challenge in itself. Bu( if the
ruling dispensation and policy planners are
by the side of the youth, we can optimise the
country's demographic dividend.

vary — ibility. abuse or 4

However, entering live-in n_luuun-a.hlpswnh-
out lawful dissolution creates uncertainties.
If such relationships fail, what di
exist? More critically, what becomes of chil-

RAVI SHARMA, DHARIWAL  dren born out of such arrangements — their
iti i i and i secu-

Revamp employment policy rity? Liberty must operate within the
With reference to ‘'Life in a waiting room’; | purview of responsibility.
despite government's initiatives, the rising RAMPHAL KATARIA, KURUKSHETRA
unemployment rate, particularly among
men and women in urban areas, is amajor  Authorities never learn
crisis having significantsodaland The Bihar leis not the first or the last

ic repercussions. This is due to poor quali-
ty education, skill mismatch, slow job cre-
ation and aspiration gap. A majority of
graduates depend on land ownership or
low-paying, contractual jobs in the private
sector. The country is cumnlly expenenc

of such tragedies. The earlier stampedes too
were avoidable had there been pmacuve sleps
takenbyasi d vigilant adn

The authorities never fail to disappoint; they
never leam lessons. In today's times of avail-
ability of beﬂer lzd'mulugy and communica-

ing a rich young di
Revamping academic curricula, upgrada-
tion of skills, and interface between indus-
tries, policy makers and training institu-
tions would help tap it successfully.

DS KANG, HOSHIARPUR

The institution of marriage

Refer to ‘Liberty vs marriage'. no doubt,
national and international laws give a per-
son the right to choose a life partner but
such a deciston is laden with many social
consequences. Both, liberty and marriages
are institutions themselves. When instru-
ments of legality start holding the key, there
is temporary relief, but sooner or later, it is
replaced by permanent grief under the
weight of stark realities. Social control, reg-

tion, people - The people, too,
are to blame who do not gauge the situation
and wait for an accident to happen.

SK KHOSLA, CHANDIGARH

Solar panels in housing societies
Amid the escalating global energy crisis, it is
imperative that we transit to selfreliant ener-
gy models. While the government has set
ambitious targets for rooftop solar installa-
tions, making these systems, along with piped
natural gas (PNG), mandatory for group hous-
ing sodeties would drastically reduce the bur-
den on overstretched power grids. Such a
requirement would not only lower electricity
bills for lakhs of residents but also curb carbon
emissions significantly.

PANKAJ MALVIYA, PANCHKULA

Letersto the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently wiitien and can be sent by emall te: Letters@tribunemail.com
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UN should survive US attack. It may not

e
SANJAY HEGDE
SENIOR ADVOCATE,
SUPREME COURT

N February 28,
2026, the United
States and Israel
Iaunched Opera-
tion Epic Fury
against Iran. The opening
strikes  killed Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenet, senior
military commanders and
avilians, ncluding children

armmed attack occurs, and only
subject to the requirements of
The Security Council did not
authorise this war. The entire
legal case rests on Artide 51
1t fails on every element.
Article 51 requires an armed
attack. Iran had not attacked
the US or Israel when the
strikes began. Pentagon
briefers told congressional
staff on March 1 that Iran was
not planning to strike US
farces unless Israel attacked
first. American intelligence
had assessed for years that
Iran  halted #ts nuclear
‘weapons programme in 2003
and had not restarted it. The
IAEA confirmed it had noevi-
dence of an organised

at an ek y school in
Minab. One month later. the
war has spread across the
Gulf, shut the Strait of Hor-
muz partiallyand killed thou-
sands, The US daims itacted
in selfdefence. That claim
does not survive sarutiny.
The prohibition on the use
of force is the foundational

P Aura-
nium ennchment capacity is
not an armed attack. A mis-
sile programme is not an
armed attack. The ICJ drew
this line in the Oil Platforms
case. The US itself drew it in
1981, when it joned a unani-
mous Security Coundl reso-

norm of the post-1845 order.
Article 2(4) of the UN Charter
bars all member states from
the threat or use of force
against the territorial integri-
ty or political independence

TeoF AR
F

Tl t
historic agreement was with-
in reach. The Omani media-
torconfirmed after the attack
that negotiations had been
making progress. The US
was conducting active diplo-
macy through Omani inter-
mediaries at the moment it
launched its war, A weeks-

afany state, The I n-

al Court of Justice treats this
prohibition as jus cogens. No
demgation is permitted.

The Charter allows two
exceptions, The Security
Council may autharise force
under Chapter VIL A state
may use force in individual or
collective self-defence under
Article 51, but only if an

Are weight-loss drugs safe

of modern anti-obesity treatments,
It took over 20 years to develop
these drugs, and in the next
decade, many patents for other
obesity medicines will expire,
making effective treatments more
affordable. Currently, 193 potential

lution Ismels  long military build-up com-
strike on Iraq's Osirak reac-  bined with ongoing negotia-
tor The Americanrepresents-  tions cannot  satisfy the
tive stated that the p Caroline doctrine. Dipl y
of military capability in a  had not been exhausted.
state cannot constitute a suffi-  Diplomacy was in progress.
cient basis for the use of force. The attack on Iran is gross-
The i of neces-  ly disproportionate. Propor-
sity fares no better The Caro-  tionality collapses on the

line dodtrine, which the US
formulated in 1837, confines
self-defence to cases where
the necessity is instant and
overwhelming and leaves no
choice of means. On Rebru-
ary 25, three days befare the
strikes, Iran's foreign minis-
ter dedared publicly that a

patent protection in India for
semaglutide, the key active ingre-
dient used in Ozempic and Wegovy
— the diabetes and anti-obesity
manufactured by
Danish pharmaceutical company
Novo Nordisk —expired on March

medications

facts. The Pentagon acknowl
edged deploying twice the
firepower of the 2003 shock-
andawe campaign. Over
11,000 targets were struck in
the first month. The cam-
paign targeted the Head of
State, the state broadcaster,
parliament, universities and

Countries without
great-power
alliances, without
nuclear arsenals,
without permanent
seats onthe Security
Council have no
protection other
thanthe law.

LSS Abraham Lincoln, e

cultural hentage sites, Its
stated aims include the
destruction of Iran's entire
missile capability, the annihi-
Iation of its navy and the pre-
vention of nuclear weapons
scquisition, This is not a pro-
portionate to any

is preventive war: the use of
Elairieont B =

try built on the principle of

that might becomeathreatin
the future. International law
has never accepted this doc-
trine. The US has historically
rejected it. The attempt to
dress preventive war in the
language of self-defence is a
carruption of the Charter
One feature of this conflict
deserves particular emphasis.
The attack was launched dur-
ing active negotiations. When
a state strikes its adversary at
the negotiating table, it
destroys not only the negotia-
tion but the institution of
diplomacy itself. If states can-
not trust that their counter-
parts will not attack them dur-
ing talks npo futue
negotiation can proceed in
good faith. The Omani For-
eign Minister, who staked his
country’s credibility on medi-
ation, conduded that the war
was an attempt to reorder West
Asia in Ismels favour When

armed attack. It is a cam-
paign of regime change and
preventive disarmament.
The US' Artide 51 letter,
submitted to the Security
Council on March 10, 2026,
compounds these failures, It
catalogues Iranian actions
stretching back to the 1979
hostage crisis as the basis for
its self-defence claim. But
any right of self-defence aris-
ing from 1979 expired
decades ago, not least
through the 1981 Algiers
Accords. The US has not pos-
sessed a 47-year-old licence
to use force against Iran.
What the US has undertaken

con-
clusion, the damage extends
far beyond a single conflict. Ty
facilitate talks, Israel has
repartedly had to remove two
Imnian negotiators from its
Kkilllist. Itis, indeed. a cause of
wonder if talks do take off
under such dreumstances.

Secunty Council’s
respanse has been selective.
Resolution 2817 condemned
Irans retaliatory stikes on
Gulf states, It made no men-
tion of the US-Israeli strikes
that led and pe

equality, has not
condemned the strikes that
started this war. History will
note the silence. As the cur
rent head of the BRICS group
of countries, the world would
have expected greater diplo-
matic engagement from India,

The precedent at stake is
existential for the workl in
general and the Global South
in particular, If' a state may
lawfully attack another on the
basis of military capability
and an unwelcome nuclear
programme, during active
diplomacy, without Security
Council authorisation, and
call it self-defence, then Arti-
cle 2(4) ceases to mean any-
thing Countries without
great-power aliances, without
nudear arsenals, without per-
manent seats on the Security
Council have no protection
other than the law. When the
authors of that Law set it aside,
the weakest bear the cost.

The Charter was drafted by
nations that had survived total
war, The powerful countries
on the Security Coundl were
expected to be altruistic hege-
mons who guarded peace., Tts
prohibition onthe use of force
was not aspirational.

It was a survival mecha-
nism. Whether it survives
Operation Epic Fury depends
on whether the international
community holds the law
abave power. The alternative
is a world Thucydides

them. Russia and China
abstained, citing the one-sid-
edness. India co-sponsored
the resolution, India, a coun-

: where the strong
dowhat they can andthe weak
suffer what they must. The
Charter was written to reject
that world, It still should.

Land sharks in Himachal

and illegal inthe state, And this is
no development.

The facts disclose a deeply dis-
turbing pattern wherein the dif-
ferent levels of administrative
and police machinery appear to
be functioning in a coordinated

name-lenders, clearly indicating
benami transactions,

The transactions were struc
tured in violation of Section 118 of
the Himachal Pradesh Tenancy
and Land Reforms Act. 1972,
These findings establish not iso-

20,2026, anti-obesity drugs are under devel- manner to  suppress lawful lated irregulanties but a coordi-

RANBIR SINGH Consequently, these medications  opment. These new medications TIKENDER SINGH PANWAR inquiry, shield offenders and nated scheme of Hlegality requir-

e for combating diabetesand obesity  work by targeting hormones that EXTQEPULY MAYOR SHIMUA facilitate illegal ionof ing  immed criminal
are nowmore readily availableand  control appetite and metabolism valuable land resources. investigation,

significantly cheaper. via the brain. The SDM inquiry is the foun- Instead of acting upon the

market has been While public response to these Oral GLP-1 medications daim to recent Pandora's dational document exposing SDM'sfindings, it is alleged that

nundated with socalled  drugsisprovingto bea'goldmine” offer benefits comparable to thatopened in the  systematic illegality in the the orders were arbitrarily set
‘miracle soluti for diz=  for ph jes,the  inj h and are avail- state speaks volumes Chester Hilk-2 and Chester Hill-  aside. Further, when the Munici-
betes control and weight  use of these drugs without pre-  able in pill form, Thiseliminates the of hellbent efforts in 4 jects lving i-  pal C issi Solan detected

apProx
mately 275-278 bighas of land.

loss. However, noted for  seription is likely to cause compli-  need forweekly injections, refriger- land transfers, and illegal constructions in Chester
their potential in combating obesity,  cations and ultimately force con-  ated storage of the medication and why land reforms particularly sec-  Project proponents engaged in  Hill, they were trivialised and
weight lossdrugs may have implica  sumers to seek medical help. constant supervision bya specialist. tion 118 of the Land Reformsand ~ material misrepresentation  judicial powers under Section 151
timsbeyond theirintended purpose. Since mid-March, more thun a The danger comes not from the Tenancy Act is so pertinent for  before the Himachal Pradesh CPC were usurped despite no
Recentresearch suggeststhesemed-  dozen Indian pharmaceutical com-  drug itself but from a lack of moni- such efforts to advance. The Real Estate Regulatory Author-  such provision in the Act, to set
ications cauld have effectsonbehav-  panies launched affordable generic  toring by a specialist. While the Chester Hill Housing scam,areal ity (HPRERA) falsely project-  aside herorder.
joural pattems, p those i h ti-diabet intake of these medications inde- estate project in Solan district, ing the scope of operations This is just one case that came
related toaddiction. weight lossmedicationsinthemar-  pendent of a physicians observa- reveals the wugly face of across Solan and Shimla dis- tolight owing to sume judicious
Clinicians have observed that ket They are now available inboth  tion could significantly rise due to ‘land sharks’. tricts to obtain approvals under  intervention by few officers (in
some individuals taking weight-  liquid and tablet forms, The costof  theireasy availability in the market, Before I place the Chester Hill  false pretences, the above case both women)
loss medications for conditions viakbased drugs starts around Rs  itis alsolikely tolead toan increase details, let me state for clarity that Unaccounted funds were chan-  who followed the book, but then
such as type 2 diabetes or obesity 1,200, whereas that of i in It: licati it may be argued as to why a nelised into land acquisition by  they were reprimanded. There
exhibit  reduced tendencies filled pens goes upto Rs 8000. Notably, diabetologists and gen- bureaucrat or who has  ind 0! ists, are many such instances where
towards icti iours, GLP-1 (Gl like Peptide-1)  eral physicians in India are not yet lived in the state for decades recorded purchasers lacked finan-  the law of the land has been vio-
induding alcohol consumption. receptor agonists are just the start ! about r 1: together oreven bornhereshould  cial capadty. acting merely as  lated and the ease of land deals

tobacco use and even compulsive these new medications to their not find his abode in the hills? So allowed thus benefitting the
shopping. Weight-lossdrugshavea patients. Doctors hold regular dis- what is wrong if they are bypass- ‘land sharks'.

long histary, and the therapeutic cussions about the efficacy of new ing some of the laws to find a What the minimum that the
effects and adverse reactions of drugs. Pharmaceutical companies, house in the state. government should do is to not

conventional drugs are well too, often organise seminars and There is a difference between just protect the existing law of
known. The relationship between . . discussions for them. However, buying a house for habitat and 2 . the land but ensure that a broad
weightlssdrugsanddependency  Diabetologists are not d ider this practice ing in money for speculat- The Chester Hill consensus is built on the devel-

;-Ag land and using the authority
of the state in possessing multi-
ple properties in such housing

unethical. They await research lit-
erature or recommendations from
the Indian Council of Medical

remains complex and not fully
understood. While studies suggest
that GLP-1 receptor agonists might

opmental trajectary based on
some of the foundational princi-
ples of ‘carrying capacity’ as

yet confident about
recommending new

Housing scam, areal
estate project in Solan

help reduce cravings, itis not clear % . Research or the drug controller. projects most of which are < o s ) well. Himachal and for that mat-
if this effect translates to a higher medications to The approval of these drugs for benami deals. district, reveals the l'g.\ ter the entire Himalayan range
risk of dependency. »ir patients sale in India means doctors may Such projects make the process face of 'k sharks now kept under seismic zone VI

The surge in generic medicine their patients. prescribe them based on profes | convenient for the ‘land sharks' face of land sharks cannot afford to further enhance
launches occurred because the sional jud; 1o park their money— both legal its bili
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12 Noteworthy (6) intact (32.3.5) 2 4 Bl 6 17 | O | e
4 2 ole[1]alsl2]a|s]z Bhiwani 30 24
15 To utter (7) 7 Song-like (7) Hi 3 20
17 Leamed essay (5) 11 Total failure (7) 3(8/7/1|5 8l7|2|3|1|5|a|9le| Hsr
19 Immediate 13 Endanger (7) NDAR Sirsa E U3 Y
proximity (5.8) 14 Snub (6) | CALENDAR _[Jjesmwy .
20 Over (5) 16 Prevailing tendency (5) 8 s APRIL 2, 2026, THURSDAY | Manali - —
21 Treacherously (7) 18 Corroded (5) 9 6 5 8 Shaka Samvat 1948 | Shimla 2 10
& Cratra Shaka 12 | Srinagar 2 08
Yesterday's Solution
W Craitra Parvishte 2
Across: | Swish. 8 Go o town, 9Pique. 10Bigstick, 11 Never, W Har e L B E S
12 Pew, 16 Vicuna, 17 Azores, |8 Toy, 23 Kudos, 24 Round 4 1 Shukia Paksha Tl 18, w fo7AZam Kargil ® 03
off, 25 Whoop. 26 Smail fry, 27 Somry. 8 Dhrwva Yoga u fo 220 pm Leh 2 o1
Down: 2 White tie, 3 Souped up. 4 Polite. 5 Rouse. 6 Solid, 3 1 2 7 8 Hast Nakshatra up 10 5:28 pm Dehradun 35 w
7 Snake, 12 Pat. 13 Way, 14 So much so. 15 Zero hour, 19 W Moan in Viego sign Musscorie 24 12
On fire. 20 Crass, 21 Mural, 22 Adult. V. HARD & Chaitra Purmima T
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‘Without fear and without favour®

Governments should focus
more on boosting supply
and productivity

With conflict in the Middle East, global

“Trump p d year, 10 per cent
capon credit card interest rates. Zohran
Mamdani’s successful New York
mayoral campaign last year included
popular proposals for citywide rent
freezes and publicly-owned grocery
smres Bntmn s Lahmugovemmenl has

lation to ensure land-

oil shocks and lingering c f-livi
pressures, the 2020s are beginning (o
look alot hke the 1_9705. In the west, pol-

lords only raise rents once a year. Last
wtek it ammunced A vague new “m\ti-
1

revert-

mg to one of l.hal eras key tools for fight-

k"

on pnce gouging by food and pclml

After Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
2022, several European nations imple-
mented price caps to tame electricity
costs, But interfering in markets has
since remained seductive for govern-
ments across the developed world —on
both the left and the right — as voters’
worries around affordability have per-
sisted. Recent polls from the US and
Europe show, unsurprisingly, high pub-
lic suppon for the state to directly limit
the cost of

ft.com/opinion

In January, US President Donald

dunng the Iran war, if it

controls have weakened financial

motives for landlords and developers I

and led to deeper housing shortages.

Similarly, US banks say the plan to limit

credit card rates would make it prohibi-
= bl

As for energy price caps, they reduce
the compulsion for households and

switch to cheaper, greener alternatives. :
Even the UK government’s rhetoric on

“profiteering” by retailers could deepen
shnrlages. hy creating uncertainty for I

takes place. And, hout Europe
and Asia, the conflict’s potential impact
on energy costs means price restraints
areonce againin consideration.

Efforts to rein in market prices area
quick and visible way for politicians to
display support for stretched house-
holds. But they are a misguided policy
measure. Although it provides near-
term relief, fiddling with price signals
often creates new problems by dulling
important incentives for buyers and
sellers. In some European cities, rent

that face margin
squeezes due to the war,

Market interventions are expensive
and hard to remove. Britain’s “energy
price guarantee” in 2022, introduced by
then Conservative Prime Minister Liz
‘Truss, limited electricity prices for all
households and cost the government
close to £25bn. With large debt piles,
few rich nations have the fiscal wriggle
room for similarly profligate measures.
Besides, the expectation that the state
will step in with a bailout each time a

Although it

rovides

near-term relief,
fiddling with
price signals
often creates
new problems

wy dulling
mportant

imcentives for

hayers and

sellers

Price controls make a troubling return to the mainstream

price shock arises needs to be curbed.

‘What, then, should governments do?
Ifthe Iran conflict lingers, they would do
better Lo provide targeted cash support
to the most vulnerable in society while
leaving valuable price signals intact.
With ongoing cost-of-living concerns,
there are more enduring ways to bring
prices down. This includes creating the
conditions to build more homes, slash-
ing red tape, cutting tariffs on imports
and investing in energy security. Less
focus on controlling prices and more
attention on raising wages through
improvements in productivity would
also support a sustained boost to living
standards. These initiatives are even
more important in an age of supply
shocks, when central bankers' interest
rate tools can be less effective.

Price controls are a superficial fix
where harder, yet more worthwhile,
economic reforms are needed. Govern-
ments and voters should know that toy-
ing with markets merely stores up
greater problems for later.

Opinion Science

Silent cells could
mean no More scars

Anjana
Ahuja

he phrase “skin-deep” is

often used dismissively, to

refer to something as

superficial or lacking

complexity. That feels like
a misnomer when it comes to skin
itsell.

It is an astonishing organ, essen-
tially a multi-layered, waterproof
body bag that keeps other organs in
but pathogens and the outside world
out. Our skin typically accounts for
about 15 per cent of body weight and
renews itself every month. We each
shed millions of skin cells every day.

A wealth of different types of cells
lurk beyond the epidermis, the outer
layer that contains mostly keratinoc-
ytes: hair follicles, pigment cells,
immune cells, sweat glands, blood ves-
selsand fat cells; nerve fibres, for sen-
sory perception; the muscular struc-
tures responsible for goosebumps;

The key to improving
organ-level regeneration
may lic in tamping
down cellular chatter

and fibroblasts, which make collagen
and other connective tissue.

Skin can regenerate if damaged but
the jostling between these many cells
means that not all grow back. Without
that full complement, repaired skin
loses some of its function and can
become scarred, stiff and painful.

Now, scientists at Harvard Univer-
sity experimenting on mice have
uncovered a method that could one
day allow wounds to heal without
scarring. The technique involves dial-
ling down excessive nerve growth, so
that other cells can bloom. If proven in
humans, it could improve the pros-
pects for both healing and wound-re-
lated pain.

Scientists have long suspected that
the key to perfect wound healing lies
somewhere in embryonic develop-
ment. Injured foetuses heal without
scars, and babies that are operated on
in utero also show seamless skin
repairs, with all the various cell types
restored. But this capacity disappears
soon after birth, with later skin heal-
ing characterised by sometimes stiff
and painful scar tissue and a sparser
sprinkling of cell types. For example,
the healed area might lack hair folli-
clesand sweat glands.

Biologists Ya-Chieh Hsu, Hannah
‘Tam and colleagues decided to investi-
gate this process. They clipped out

small pieces of skin from mice at dif-
ferent stages of both
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The false comfort of one-size-fits-all child safety measures

Apple’s new age checks (Report, March
26) may be well-intentioned, but risk
repeating a familiar mistake: applying
a blunt solution to a complex problem.
Pushing age verification deeper into
operating systems raises real concerns
around privacy and security, while
treating all users the same, regardless

— including children — can often
bypass age restrictions with a little
curiosity. Closing these gaps typically
requires collecting more personal data,
creating a trade-off between stronger
verification and increased privacy
risks, When safeguards are easily
worked around, they risk driving

rather than meaningful safety.

Recent rulings against platforms
such as Meta and YouTube suggest the
focus is shifting, from simply
restricting access to addressing how
harm is created and amplified.

Experience in cyber security
suggests that one-size-fits-all controls

user education — helping people
understand and manage risk, rather
than simply restricting access.

Safety cannot come at the expense of
trust. If we want people to stay within
the system, we need controls that
respect their agency, not push them
around it.

before and after birth — marking the
areas with fluorescent beads and
henna ink — and examined how the

of context. younger users towards more dangerous | rarely work as intended. More effective | Marcin Kleczynski
There is also a practical flaw. Our and less vlslble corners of the mlemel appmachzs combine targeted Founder and CEO, Malwarebytes,
research shows that determined users — creatinga f; of P y and better Santa Clara, CA, US
How world trade avoids BaNx v ' 4. | Don't throw diversity baby | Why this could be worse
America’s wrecking ball TRUMP| ~ ™" | outwith the DEI bathwater | than the 1970s oil crisis
iy -
Alan Beattie’s column entitled “The 53! il = < | Theadvertisement you carried from You observe that central banks may
way out of WTO gridlock™ (Trade i [2ons] " g TearthePaperCeiling.org and Star raise rates to fight higher inflation
Secrets, March 26) is a sensible WEEER || | ] (Skilled Through Alternative Routes)— | arising from the Iran war (“The spectre
of where the World Trade 1 " which advocates hiring skills first and of stagflation”, The Big Read, March
Organization is at present, and where o " not throwing away talent — meshes 26). You also report that bond prices
the future of the system lies. nicely with Gillian Tett’s column of have tumbled.

Twu conclusions from recent
I stand out. First, there

skin regrew. Wlnle hap-
pened ded
before birth, with healed areas only
visible via the markings, the picture
was different for mice wounded five

are few (if any) takers among WTO
members for the US’s wrecking ball
strategy. The world still values the
rules~based system despite its

daysor

In those cases, the regeneration was
more chaotic, with the injury site
packed with epidermal cells, immune
cells and abnormal bundles of colla-
gen fibres that lacked the “basket-
‘weave” pattern of uninjured skin. Sev-
eral other cell types failed to regrow.

And crucially, just like an emptied
patch of land that is colonised by
weeds, the wound site was overrun
with nerve fibres. When the scientists
used Botox as a kind of weedkiller — to
block the signals encouraging nerves
to sprout — the missing cell types
started reappearing.

‘Tam and Hsu published the results
online last month in the journal Cell,
concluding that “skin initially pos-
sesses a remarkable capacity for
organ-level regeneration that
becomes prngresswely blocked wnh

rather than ir;

Y
lost™

They pin much of this blockingon a
signalling gene known as CXCL12,
which promotes cross-talk between
hbroblasl.s and nerves. The key to

organ-level
the researchers believe, lies in tamp-
ing down this cellular chatter, so that
the skin can revert to an earlier, more
orderly state of repair.

“Our findings suggest that excessive
nerve growth early after injury con-
tributes to scarring,” Hsu told me.
‘Wounds in humans, she added, show
similar frantic nerve growth early on
and could potentially be tamed in the
same way: “We do not yet know
whether this applies direc(ly to

ez 5

and the WTO’s inability to
make new rules reflecting new trade
realities.

‘That breach is increasingly being
filled by free trade agreements acting
consistent with WTO rules. The FTAs,
to that extent, function as necessary
surrogates for the WTO. It would make
sense, therefore, to extend WTO
dispute resolution to them.

Secondly, while consensus around
key issues remains elusive in the WTO,
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January 24 advising businesses to In the 1970s, the combination of

“embrace more intellectual diversity, higher oil prices and contractionary

not less”. Both encourage leaders to monetary policy caused stock and

treat “diversity” as a business risk bond prices to move together.
trategy, and theref C it y monetary policy

not to lump it together with the human | reduced output and stock prices and

rights of “equity” and “inclusion”, inflation reduced bond prices. Since

I'm sure many of my fellow FT
readers have been “in the room” for
numerous decisions on business
strategies and projects over the course
of their careers. It’s easy to remember
which of th ies or projects

away. This is a point that is perhaps
under-appreciated in current debates.
The more fundamental question, I
believe, is why an increasing number of
= iz Ht:

itisstilla hwhil for

inclusive functioning of the system.
That requires a kind of political
investment by members that is not
visible at present. Absent that,
meaningful reforms will remain
difficult to achieve.

enables these rapid shifts, and what
can be done to limit them.

Because ultimately I find it hard to
accept that a more autocratic world
would be a better place for anyone.

Anna

members can and should discuss, and
hopefully agree on, frameworks for
sub-multilateral rulemaking. In these
difficult times, that would constitute
real progress.

Ujal Singh Bhatia

Former Ambassador of India to the WT0;
Former Chairman of WTO Appellate Body,
Delhi, India

It takes a Soviet citizen to
make case for democracy

Regarding Martin Wolf’s column on the
perils facing democracy (Opinion,
March 25) the data on the ongoing
decline of democracy is truly shocking.
Increasingly, we hear from western
policymakers and thinkers that the
liberal west should refrain from
“telling the Brics+ what to do” and
accept non-¢ democmuc systzms as

humans, but we are
principle, CXCL12 activity could be
reduced using small-molecule inhibi-

Lhk desire to avoid accusauons of
But this does not mean

torsor’ blocklng antibodies, and weare
actively

the lab.” By putting the brakcs on
nerve growth, it might also address
injury-related pain.

Extreme nerve regrowth could be
an evolutionary survival response to
wounding, Hsu suggests: it would sen-
sitise the area and potentially prevent
further damage. evenifit came at the
costof

we should assume that populations
living under authoritarian regimes are
content with the status quo.

Having grown up in the Soviet Union
and having been fortunate enough to
move from Ukraine to the UK in the
1990s, 1 know very well where 1 stand
on this question. Ukraine, in fact, offers
avaluable real world insight into the
ghomes people make when they are

With skln and brain constantly
ing, our outer

isa portal for feeling and interpreting
the outside world, even when we are
on the inside. Embryos can get goose-
bumps, Tam says.

The world of skin is very much more
than skin-deep.

able to choose: the pull of a
liberal, democratic Europe versus the
authoritarianism of Russia.

Ukraine's political system has been
far from perfect, its oligarchic
structures deserve criticism both
before and since the war. Yet
democratic institutions have taken
root, and Ukrainians have consistently
and clearly chosen to defend and

The writer

them rather than turn

Cambridge, UK

Commercial licensing and
copyright is the way to go
1 agree with Arthur Mensch, the

Mistral Al chief execuuve that
artificial intelli and

were truly successful and which were
simply declared to have been
successful. Ideally, what is also
remembered is who was “in the room”
for those decisions.

Those of us with many of these
business decision data points cannot
help but have observed that having
people in the room who have taken
different paths to get to the room
significantly increases the chance of a
good decision. Elements of that path
include different education, different
training and different work and life
experiences.

‘Taking this perspective on diversity
will benefit the business, and all of its
stakeholders, regardless of political
leaning, The use of arbitrary diversity
and metrics has proven to be

creators can be allies (Al mmpames
should pay a content levy in Europe”,
Opinion, March 23).

For Al models to be valuable they
need high-quality content to train on.
Europe is a content superpower — itis
our point of global

alightning rod, resulting in the

diversity “baby” being thrown out with

the DEI “bathwater”. Embracing an

informal “diversity of path”

perspective will help a business avoid
‘group think” and other well-

difference — and the intersection
between Al technology and creativity
in Europe is an incredibly exciting

prospect.
Unfortunately, Memch mxssm Lhz
mark on how a prod

This a h will be | and

stocks are risky, positive correlated
movements (co-movements) between
stocks and bonds increased the
riskiness of holding bonds. The bond
risk premium then soared.

Since the turn of the century, bond-
stock co-movements have
negative. A refurn to positive co-
movements now due to the energy
crisis and contractionary monetary
policy will raise bond yields. This will
muitiply debt service costs and public
debts when debt levels are already
vertiginous.
Willem

Senior Fellow, Research Institute of
Economy, Trade and Industry
Tokyo, Japan

A Mancunian’s view of
Greens' by-election victory
Your Bristolian letter writer refers to
the Greens' recent success in the
Gorton and Denton by-election and
links it to what he calls “ecopopulism™
(Letters, March 17).

It may seem like that from Bristol,
but those of us who actually live in the
area — the constituency is 10 minutes”
walk from me — saw populism of the
worst kind. “Eco” didn't get a look in.
Both Reform and the Greens

hamelessly milked sectarian politics,

endure if it is supported by human
resources and the business’s
governance function broadly, and the
risk management function more

between xxeators and Al developers
can be achieved. Mensch presumes
that tech companies are entitled to use
anything they want without permission
and ask for forgiveness after the fact
(by throwing scraps into a fund
through a revenue levy).

That is a fundamental abuse of
people’s lawful intellectual property.
We have an established system for how
to seek the right to use content —
commercial licensing. Al companies
have legal certainty — it’s called
copyright. They know it, they re just
choosing to flout it. Content should be
paid for, just as Mistral should expect
to pay their other lawful business
overheads, like paying their staff or
their electricity bills.

‘Mensch’s charity bucket is not good
enough — license content properly in
accordance with the law.

Dan Cs
Chief Executive, The Publishers
Association, London SE1, UK

the Greens simply made a better job of
targeting their audience.

‘What was the Green Party seems to
have largely turned into Corbynite Lite.
Peter Hardwick

Ily. The benefit to the business
and workplace will be i
younger workers observe how team Manchester, UK
members who took different paths, and L. .
therefore provide different Napoleon insisted on being
perspectives, are valued and contribute | « » -
to effective decision making. Empem r of the French
Mark W Griffin The caption on your letters page
Retired Chief Risk Officer, photograph, describing Napoleon as
Pound Ridge, NY, US the “first emperor of France” was a tad

misleading (Letters, March 23). He was

Checks and balances? very insistent that he be known as the

“Emperor of the French”. Wiki states

Jeannette von Wolfersdorff (Letters, that “Napoleon crowned himself
March 30) makes an eloquent plea for Emperor of the French” rather than
cybernetics to match the rising Empcmr of France to signal a

lexity of our ly different source and
world. Complexity of what? Greed and conception of political legitimacy:
sophistry? Is this new? Montesquieu sovereignty derived from the nation
designed a system of democratic and its people, not from personal

defence for all times — a system of
counter powers. The counter powers
are an institutional coalition of the
willing. Cest tout simple.

Max Likin

Seattle, WA, US

possession of territory or the old
dynastic claim to a realm. Perhaps this
was a philosophical or political legacy
from the Revolution?

Ted Gaffney
Waterford, CT, US
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ow many of you would
like to see impeachment

hearings [of Donald

Trump]?” a big conserva-

tive crowd was asked in
Texas last weekend. It yelled in the
affirmative. “No. That was the wrong
answer;” said the Trump loyalist hosting
the event. “Let’s try it again.” The
third time, after he rephrased, they
dutifully agreed. It seemed the Maga
gathering may have been afflicted
by confused English rather than a
sudden turn against Trump. The same
is not true of wider America, which is

Trump is notjust sinking in the Gulf

undergoing prolonged buyer’s remorse.

Not all of Trump’s slide stems from
Iran, Months before he embarked on his
Gulf war of choice, his poll numbers
were heading south. Iran is only the lat-
est — though most dramatic — example
of Trump’s increasingly volatile switch
from the home stage to the world’s (and
from ICE raids to missile strikes). Vene-
zuela consumed the first few days of the
year. Only after he climbed down from
annexing Greenland did Trump build
up the US armada in the Middle East.

It would be fair to surmise that
Trump’s domestic advisers are tearing
their hair out. During his first term,
“infrastructure week” became a recur-
ring joke; every time the White House
announced it, Trump would steal his
own thunder by doing something unre-
lated. Trump’s “affordability” drive
playsthe same role now. Susle Wiles, his

lower the cost of living. But the Iran war
keeps making a nonsense of her efforts,
Even if he declares unilateral victory
in the Gulf, Iran would still have more
influence than him over US inflation.
America’s 47th president regularly
backs down in the face of falling stock
and Treasury bond prices. Much like
China found last year with rare earths,

Months before he
embarked on his war of
choice, his poll numbers

were heading south

Iran has di d a lethal chokehold

experts say the regime has become
more hardline and less amenable in the
last month. Moreover, they have stum-
bled onaweapon that can induce Taco.
It is now commonplace to hear specu-
Iauon that Trump will cancel the US
elections in ber. That

troops and ICE’s paramilitary tactics.
Until recently, however, he could bank
on the Supreme Court upholding most
of his agenda. But Trump h: don

Polls show a big shrinkage of working-
class support for Trump, particularly
among non-white voters. Men under 45

the highest court since it struck down
his main tariffs in February. Ncw it
looks likely to reject his rei

is almost inconceivable. Not once since
the first US election in 1789 hasa nation-
wide election been cancelled. Every two
years, America has elected a new Con-
gress. This year will be no exception.
Nor, as some of Trump's Maga friends
are advising, is he likely to be able to
impose martial law in dozens of swing

dis‘.ricts though he mighury
d to con-

of the 14th amendment, which gives
automatic citizenship to anyone born in
the US. Should the justices uphold the
conventional view that the civil war-era
law was not only meant (or freed slaves,

ofall h d against him.
Their lodestar, the podcaster Joe Rogan,
recently called the Iran war “insane”
and said Trump’s voters felt “betrayed”.
Independents are also moving heavily
against him; two-thirds of them disap-
prove according to a recent YouGov poll
—the highest in either of his terms.

It was once thought Trump would

Trumpwill h
Tariffs and deportation of |mm13ranls
are two of Trump’s four biggest political
touchstones. Thethird wastoavoid “stu-
pid less wars” in the Middle East.

vince the Maga faithful and Elon Musk

on the global markets. In a phone inter-
view with me on Sunday, Trump
mswled that Iran was now run by “pro-

chief of staff, | in

with those who

which he can talk about his plans to

were killed ml.heopenmgday& ButIran

that migrants are steal-
ing the election. Judges are a different
‘matter. The courts have issued dozens
of injunctions against Trumpian over-
reach, such as deploying the national
guard to states that have not requested

Only on the fourth — his “war on
woke” — has Trump delivered. But he
may have done 5o a little too well. In
2024, psephologists talked of a US rea-
lignment in which Trump’s Maga coali-
tion included a multiracial working-
class base. There is no longer such talk.

turn onlyafter
42026 midterm defeat. He has started
that clock ahead of schedule. His base is
static but getting more extreme. Maga
support for the Iran war is still above 90
per cent. But Trump has other ideas if
Iran remains intractable. One of these is
Cuba. "1 think I can do anything I want
with it,” he recently said. Cuba's regime
cannot say it wasn’t warned.

edward.luce@ft.com

Why the global
economy 18
still resilient

Martin Wolf Fconomics

The US president’s tariffs have
not led to the kind of retaliatory

action many expected

wenty-twenty-five was the
year global trade definitely
did not die. But it changed
in complex ways, some
temporary (such as the
frontloading of US imports in response
to the threat of high tariffs), some likely
to be permanent (such as the decline in
direct trade between the US and China)
and some in between (such as the boom
in Al-related trade). Neven.helms, glo—
bal trade in goods, th

growth as Asian hubs — Taiwan, South
Korea and parts of south-east Asia —
supplied markets around the world,
particularly the US. Controls on both
exports and imports of some of this
equipment restricted the growth of
China's Al-related trade to 16 per cent.
The report argues that the rapid growth
in Al-related capacity will continue to
drive world trade in2026.

Third, in the report’s words, “China

by the tariffs, has been strikingly robust,
according to Geopolitics and the geometry
of global trade: 2026 update, a prelimi-
nary evaluation of 2025 by the McKin-
sey Global Institute.

The report notes five noteworthy fac-
ets of what happened in 2025.

First, US and Chinese exports reached
new highs, while world trade also grew
faster than the world economy. ’l‘he
direction of trade shifted

its role asa ‘factory to the fac-
tories’” While its direct exports to the
US came underattack, China was ableto

World trade grew in 2025, despite the onset

of Trump’s tariff war
Total global trade in goods ($tn)

in 2025

24

22

20

Trade in Al-related goods grew explosively

Goods trade growth by industry group and region,
ised growth, 2024-25 (%)

W Al-related goods M Advanced

Resources i Basic manufacturing

-muUs

. /

100
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increase exports of hinery and
inputs to other countries, notably its
neighbours, some of which could then
replace China’s exports to the US. In
many other cases, notes McKinsey, its
exports of parts and machinery were
not tied to replacing lost sales to the US

The expansion of China’s exports in 2025 was
dominated by capital and intermediate goods
Change in China's exports by product classification,
2024-25 (annualised $bn)

Asean  Rest of Asia-Pacific #s Other

SNy / china =
16 T
—
EU
14y T T T T T T T T 7 z
207 18 19 20 21 2 23 2% 25 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 All goods Capital goods |merme:lave

Source McKinsey 2025 = estimate | Source: McKinsey EU excludes intra-EU trade * Source: McKinsey. 900ds
exporters of consumer goods, suchas  there were useful off: factors. One Save the System?” on Sub- What is far clearer now, however, is

electric cars and toys, cut prices by an
average of 8 per cent to find new buyers,

Instead, zhey PP ’Lhe

but more from what McKinsey labels
“geopolitically distant” trading partners
— notably the US and China — than from
“geographically distant” ones. Simi-
larly, the EU lost market share in Chi-
nese markets. But India stood out fora
large increase in the geographical dis-

of capacity in third mar-
kets, particularly emerging economies.
This deepened China’s role as a supplier
of inputs into production rather than as
an exporter of final goods. Inall, China's
exports of intermediate and capital
goods rose by $223bn in 2025, more
than offsetting a reduction of $130bn in

tance of trade because shipments of  exportstothe US.
smartphonestothe USruse fast. Fourth, lhe tariffs caused complex
Second, Al-rel; b trade Among other

the most powerful engine of trade in
goods, with arise 0f 40 per cent between
2024 and 2025 in the value of shipments
of semiconductors and equipment for
data centres. Indeed, Al-related exports
accounted for one-third of global trade

things, they caused temporary front-
loading of imports. Overall, direct US-
China trade fell by around 30 per centin
2025. But the US replaced about two-
thirds of the lost imports with purchases
from other exporters, while Chinese

The A ies’ exports thrived in
this new world. Meanwhile, says McKin-
sey, EU firms faced a double squeeze
from diverted Chinese exports and
higher US tariffs against their exports.
Finally, while the irrationality of Pres-
ident Donald Trump's arbitrary and
unpredictable tariffs made life difficult
for producers and traders worldwide
(inevitably including many in the US),

The rest of the world
has decided to go
on trading because
it dependson it

was that Trump’s bark was worse than
his bite. In the end, as Richard Baldwin
of IMD in Lausanne notes in his Sub-
stack post “Why Didn’t Trumpian Tar-
iffs Wreck the World Trade System”, he
did not doall that hethreatened.

More importantly, his actions led nei-
ther to a cycle of retaliation against the
US nor, crucially, to imitation of the
aggressive US repudiation of WTO com-
mitments and norms. The trading sys-
tem has other big challenges, notably
China’s aggressively mercantilist
approach to exports. But the US, with
just 14 per cent of world imports of
goods, does not matter all that much.
Indeed, even the US and China together,
with 25 per cent of world trade between
them, do not matter that much, as
Baldwin notes in “How Did the 75-

stack. The rest of the world has decided
togoon trading because it dependsonit.

There is, it turns out, “a great deal of
ruin” in world trade, as Adam Smith
would have told us. But there may still
be limits. Will the Al boom go bust this
year? Might the impact of Trump’s war
against Iran in 2026 surpass the damage
done by his tariff war in 20252 More spe-
cifically, will the de facto closure of the
Gulf to exports of oil, gas and other
essential products end up causing more
damage than we can manage? [ suspect
not. It seems likely that, however ill-
conceived and ill-executed this war
might be, Trump will find a way to claim
victory and end it. Of course, it might be
obvious to most that he has lost. But
would that embarrass him? Probably
not: he does not admit failure.

that the US is no longer a credible world
leader. If it can elect this man twice, it
haslost the plot. Why would it not elect
someone even worse? Such a country is
incapable of providing reliable global
hegemony. What it provides instead is
an unpredictable wrecking ball. Nor is
there a plausible replacement. China is
relatively predictable. But its decades-
long inability to eliminate reliance on
huge trade and current account sur-
pluses, to balance demand with excess
domesticsupply, is not encouraging.

What we have learnt is that the econ-
oomy is more resilient than many feared.
Let us hope that it continues to show
that quality. It seems that we are going
toneed it, in spades.

martin.wolf@ft.com

Constanze

Stelzenmiiller

he war in the Middle East,

now in week five, is getting

worse. The US is readying

ground troops, Iran is strik-

ing at US bases and other

targets in Iraq and the Gulf, Israel is

expanding its invasion of Lebanon and

‘Yemen's Houthis are firing at Israel. The

oil price has surged past $100 per barrel.

Which brings us to the depressing topic
of Europe’s options.

The contortions of senior German

officials illustrate just how painful

that question is. Germany’s presid-

Europe doesn't have an Iran conflict strategy either

position is largely ceremonial) last week
accused the US and Israel of violating
international law — an assertion the
government has carefully avoided. Ber-
lin has in fact joined a group of 20-plus
European, Gulf and Asian leaders gin-
gerly offering to “contribute to appro-
priate efforts to ensure safe passage”
through the Strait of Hormuz. European
leaders had already made clear this
would beafter the end of hostilities.

But Chancellor Friedrich Merz, who
last June had praised Israeli air strikes
against Iranian nuclear facilities for
doing “the dirty work”, now says that
Donald Trump has no clear exit strategy
and is causing “a massive escalation
with an uncertain outcome”.

Eurozone borrowing costs are soar-
ing. Energy price rises are forcing
European governments to consider a
host of economic emergency measures:
tax cuts, price caps, reopening coal
power plants, modifications to the EU’s
flagship emissions trading scheme. In

Decisions need to be
made now, even if that
entails the wholesale
slaughtering of sacred cows

March, nationwide votes in Denmark,
Italy and Slovenia, and at the subna-

‘That is both true and beside the point.
Germany and Europe do not have a
strategy either. And this US-Israeli war

lobal

tionallevel rising voter
concern about cost of living increases in
the context of the Iran war translate into

ent, Frank-Walter (whose

ofch 1d still beco anti-i voting and political
nonuc and political catastrophe that  fragmentation.
Europe far more than the US. European policymakers are alarmed

at reports that the Pentagon is consider-
ing diverting US weapons ordered by
Nato partners for Ukraine to the Middle
East; they are dismayed at the Trump
administration’s decision to lift sanc-
tions on Russia (and even Iran) in order
tobring oil prices down. They have rea-
son to fear that a wider war could bring
new refugee flows to the continent,
which they worry would further desta-
bilise European societies and lay the
seeds for Islamist terrorism. The US and
Israel have been key allies to Europe.
‘Their tactical prowess has been mes-
merising. But their recklessness, and
the increasingly real risk of strategic
over-reach — or failure — is terrifying;
and the costs will be borne by others.

In the short term, Europe’s options in
the Middle East are unfortunately
sharply limited. Its bases are crucial for
the US, but it will have to continue to let
the Americans use them. The EU’s deci-
sion to extend its small and purely

Tof 1 inthe Red S

and 1 the

may have to be revisited if the Houthis
step up their attacks. Europe can also
offer zxpern'_nced dxplomacy, invest-
ments, I but

recommendations of Enrico Letta and
Mario Draghi for a single regulatory
regnne, common de!ence pnxureme.nt

ital mar-

limited mine-clearing systems — after
theshooting ends,

The real lesson for Europe is for the
long term; but decisions need to be
made now. If it wants to be respected by
oldallies and win new ones, itmust doso
from a position of power. Even if that
entails the wholesale slaughtering of
sacred cows. Some modest suggestions
for starters: need to revive faltering car
manufacturers? Convert to defence
production — like Volkswagen, which is
in talks to make missile defence compo-
nents for an Israeli company. Want to
reduce ds d oni d fossil

kets union. Afrald that Elon Musk will
cut off intelligence to Ukraine again?
Build sovereign space capabilities for
climate, weather, agriculture and
defence.

Gotatoxic club member like Hungary
that vetoes everything and is accused of
leaking classified information to
your enemy? Build coalitions of the
willing to get work done, and include
non-members like Norway, the UK,
Switzerland and Ukraine, whose
bravery and resilience are a model for
Europe. Once again, it is Kyiv showing

fuels from Russia and the US? Integrate
renewable power across the continent,
with nuclear power as backup.

Worried about growth, innovation

us how it's done by building
defence alliances inthe Gulf.

Thewriter directs the Center on the US and
[Europe at the Brookings Institution
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Hormuz, Shmormuz

News  re-
ports from
the indirect
negotiations
mediated by
the  Paki-
stanis  say
the Iranian
regime
thinks it's
winning
thanks to its
threats to Persian Gulf ship-
ping. The estimable Fred Ka-
gan of the Critical Threats
Project at the American Enter-
prise Institute says the “opti-
mal end game” for the U.S.
now is to prove it can reopen
the Strait of Hormuz.

“Can we do that? I don't
know,” he told the Call Me
Back podcast.

Yikes. If the primary U.S.
war aim now is fixing a prob-
lem the war caused, this won't
strike many as brilliant war
management.

The Trump administration
obviously understood the
Strait of Hormuz was at risk in
any joust with Iran. The prob-
lem is the administration’s
half-in, half-out messaging. If
the U.S. goal was simply to dis-
mantle certain regime capabil-
ities, and this was properly
signaled, the strait likely
wouldn't be threatened. This
has been the lesson of the past
10 years: The Iranian regime
has repeatedly demonstrated
an unwillingness to escalate.
Remember its carefully tele-
graphed missile strikes after
previous scuffles, easily shot
down by the U.S. and its allies.

‘The Trump administration
therefore had a pretty good

BUSINESS
WORLD

By Holman W.
Jenkins, Jr.

idea of how to play it if the
idea was to bomb things in
Iran with relative impunity—
by advertising that its aims
were limited.

On the other hand, if the
goal was regime change, a
Hormuz counterattack would
certainly have been antici-
pated. And whatever the U.S.
says now, U.S. Israeh actmns
said regime

Iranians are helping the Israe-
lis with their targeting).
In Mr. Trump’s strategic
noggm, this is the game, judg-
ing from statements going
back to the June 2025 attacks,
when he specifically refer-
enced having Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei in his sights. At any
moment might pop out an im-
plicit Trump deal that kicks

tions of 250 ofﬁua!s attacks
on the regime’s political police,
threats to its oil revenues, calls
for public uprisings.

The moment that gave me
pause was when the adminis-
tration backed away from un-
leashing Iran’s Kurdish rebels.
Yes, if U.S. goals were limited,
a certain delicacy here was ap-
propriate. But if the U.S.
means to impose maximal
stress on Iran’s ruling group, if
the goal is to push the regime
to the wall, then throw every-
thing at it, including the
Kurds—at least everything
short of a presumably unac-
ceptable U.S. ground invasion.

‘Which brings us to Donald
Trump. Everyone, including
the Israelis, understands what-
ever happens next will be en-
tirely the decision of the U.S.
president.

Recall, from its first days,
the war’s “revolution” in re-
gime targeting, which set in
progress an implicit negotia-
tion: Iran’s leaders want their
lives and personal security
back. They want to engage in
electronic  communications
again. They want to stop hid-
ing from their own people and
Israeli bombs (pretty much the
same thing given how many

Under any scenario, after
all, the Hormuz problem likely
solves itself when the shooting
stops. All nine countries lining
the two connected gulfs, in-
cluding Iran under any man-
agement, will want passage re-
stored. Whatever happens
next, humanity will also re-
price its energy options to ac-
count for Gulf insecurity. In
our world, geography and re-
sources still matter, but tech-

The U.S. needs to nology, wealth generation and

B the ability to benefit from the

define its goals and let ¢ (e 0 X ter a great

other problems take  deal more, as Israel keeps
demonstrating.

care of themselves. A month into the war, per-

haps one senses

the can on Iran’s fissionable
material and ballistic missiles
in return for regime survivors
relaxing their grip on the
strait.

‘Would this be an ignomini-
ous outcome? Maybe, but the
verdict could also look a lot
different in a year or two if the
regime has shuffled off the
stage from the combined effect
of U.S.-Israeli pressure, its own
failures and the revulsion of its
people.

A problem of our age is the
strategic non sequiturs that
leaders turn into tests of their
prestige and manhood. Think
Russia and Ukraine, or China
and Taiwan. The U.S. once rec-
ognized a Cold War imperative
to make sure no outside power
threatened the Persian Gulf.
The U.S. is the outside power
now. Arguably the U.S. Navy
needs only the ability to shut
off China’s oil to incentivize
good behavior.

America Faces Tough Choices

; More than a
04 ‘% ! month into

PP EERA the war with
e ) Iran, Presi-
‘xe=r) dent Trump

now faces the

most conse-
POLITACS  quential deci-
By Wil]ix;m sion of his
A Galston presidency:

whether to
— deploy US.
ground forces on Iranian terri-

tory. For now, the debate about
the president’s choice to enter
the war is irrelevant. The
question before us is what fu-
ture course best serves Amer-
ica’s long-term interests. The
answer isn't obvious.

This matter calls for sober
deliberation with a minimum
of partisanship and recrimina-
tion. Patriotic cheerleading is
worse than useless. So is de-
featism, as well as seat-of-the-
pants policymaking. We need a
cool-headed assessment of our
options and the Iranians’ pos-
sible responses. We must ac-
cept both risks and uncer-
tainty. Our assumptions about
how Iran will respond to what
we do may be ﬂawed.

ical humility is

ing. We must play the odds,
but we can’t know for sure
what will happen.

The immediate problem is
Iran’s seizure of the Strait of
Hormuz, enabling the Iranians
to block the ships of countries
they view as hostile and to im-
pose transit fees on others.
President Trump has said that
the U.S. Navy will accompany
tankers through the strait if
necessary, but doing this in
combat conditions is a high-
risk venture made more diffi-
cult by the large reduction in
the number of the U.S. Navy’s
surface ships since the end of
the Cold War. More than 20
countries have said they are
ready to help “ensure safe pas-
sage through the strait,” but
many of them will hesitate to
enter an active war zone.
Other naval options, such as a
selective blockage of Iranian
imports, would ratchet up
pressure on Iran to reopen the
strait but probably wouldn’t
vield quick results.

The difficulty of reopening
the strait and bringing the war
to a timely conclusion through
naval and air power alone has
d the White House to

essential. Although many ex-
perts believe that the Iranian
regime isn't on the brink of
collapse, they may be wrong.
Perhaps intensifying military
pressure on Iran’s Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps will
thin forces that the regime
needs to quell domestic oppo-
sition, creating the conditions
for a renewed popular upris-

consider using ground forces.
Iran’s Kharg Island, which has
been on Mr. Trump’s radar
since the 1980s, has emerged
as a tempting target. Seizing it
would allow the U.S. to con-
trol—even turn off—Iran’s oil
exports, increasing pressure
on Iran to reopen the strait.
But a recent detailed analy-
sis by the Foundation for the

Defense of Democracies, well-
known for its hawkish stance
on Iran, argues that taking the
island, which the U.S. could do
relatively quickly, may be a
“trap of America’s own mak-
ing.” Our forces would be in
range of Iranian multiple
launch rocket systems, artil-
lery firing rocket-assisted pro-
jectiles, and potentially the

Even taking Kharg
Island will require
significant forces and
a wider air operation.

brains turning off in favor of
fixed pro-Trump or anti-
Trump, pro-war or antiwar
signaling. For those who retain
their wits, the open questions
are still interesting.

Most important, and the
likeliest way for the U.S. to go
off the rails, is whether the
U.S. should incur large costs
and risks to reopen the Strait
of Hormuz. My answer is
no—though small invest-
ments in that direction are
fine. Are such distinctions
too complicated for readers,
needing to be buoyed by rah-
rah of one kind or another?
Happily, our species has
evolved to carry around large
brains for a reason.

Which brings me to my op-
timistic long-term prediction:
The world will become a safer
place once leaders, as a matter
of course, feed their strategic
ambitions and calculations
through an LLM before acting
on them.

in Iran

Seizing Kharg Island probably
won't be enough to break Iran’s

grip on the waterway. If not, re-
tired Army Gen. Wesley Clark
argues in an op-ed for USA To-
day, a much larger opemnon
would be necessary, seizing
multiple islands in the strait
and dealing with a range of Ira-
nian threats from the shoreline.
Protecting shipping, Gen. Clark
concludes, means controlling
the “whole shoreline, its people
and the airspace above it.”
Even with the ground forces
now on their way to the region,
we probably wouldn’t have
enough troops to do this. It

sort of Iranian drones that
Russia has deployed to deadly
effect in Ukraine. Protecting
U.S. forces would require di-
verting military assets from
other high-priority missions in
the Iran conflict theater.

‘The Kharg Island mission
might make sense if it strikes a
decisive blow that shortens
the war and secures America’s
strategic interest. But the FDD
analysis concludes that it
won’t, because the revenue
Iran generates from oil sales
“is not a major determinant of
the conflict’s outcome in the
near-to-medium term.”

As the Journal reports, Mr.
‘Trump is considering a declara-
tion of victory soon and a
drawdown of American forces.
But no such declaration will be
credible as long as Iran remains
in effective control of the strait.

would still take more.

The for negotia-
tions reopening the strait and
ending the war are dismal, and
there is no guarantee that
force can accomplish what di-
plomacy cannot. The U.S. is in
1o position, militarily or politi-
cally, to mount the kind of all-
out invasion of Iran that
brought down Saddam Hussein
in Iraq. But anything less will
probably allow the Iranian re-
gime to survive, which it will
trumpet as a victory against
the Great Satan.

Mr. Trump faces difficult
choices. If the war ends with
Iran still in control of the
strait, the U.S. will have suf-
fered a strategic defeat. But if
the limited ground

Bringing Up
The Mitfords

Muv

By Rachel Trethewey
Pegasus, 272 pages, $29.95

Troublemaker

By Carla Kaplan
Harper, 592 pages, $40

ydney Freeman-Mitford, Baroness Redesdale (1880-1963),

was said to have remarked that, when she saw the phrase

“peer’s daughter” in a newspaper headline, she knew the
story would involve one of her children.

She was exaggerating only a little. Her six daughters—
Nancy, Pamela, Diana, Unity, Jessica and Deborah—became
known in the English press as “the Mitford girls.” In the
1930s and '40s, nearly all of them acquired celebrity, and
some notoriety, for their writing, politics, love affairs
or all three. A welter of memoirs and biographies have
traced their colorful lives as well as their relationships with

one another and with their hot-
tempered father, David. Sydney
herself has not been center stage.
‘The historian Rachel Trethewey
corrects that in a lively biography,
“Muv,” which takes
its title from the nick-
name Sydney’s children
bestowed on her.

Sydney had been
raised by an eccentric
Edwardian publisher
and would-be Conserva-
tive political thinker,
Thomas Bowles. Her
mother died when Sydney

was 7, and she was influ-
enced by the oddities of
her father, a yachtsman
who dressed Sydney in a sailor suit until she was 18.

In 1904, at 23, she married David Freeman-Mitford, a
Boer War veteran who soon, unexpectedly, became Baron
Redesdale after the deaths of his elder brother and father.
The couple inherited a large Cotswolds estate—with little
income to sustain it.

They were not perfectly matched. David embraced aristo-
cratic country life and distrusted outsiders; Sydney enjoyed
London, music and company. Visitors remarked on her often
dreamy reserve. One family friend compared her, Ms. Tre-
thewey writes, to “Persephone, Queen of the Underworld.”
A distant mother, she relied heavily on nannies but insisted
girls should be educated at home. She followed her father's
dictums on health: Modern medicine was nearly useless,
and the “good body” would heal itself.

Once her daughters left the house, they were out of her
control. The eldest, Nancy, would send up the family and
their friends in works of comic fiction. The glamorous Diana
left her first husband for the British fascist leader Oswald
Mosley, whom she married in 1936. Unity traveled to Ger-
many and became a friend of its leader, Adolf Hitler. Less of
a trial to Muv were Pamela, who seemed happy with a rural
life, and Deborah, who wound up a duchess. A son, Tom,
lacked his sisters’ ability to stir up scandal.

World War I fractured the marriage of Sydney and
David. When war was declared, David recanted his previ-
ously strong pro-German views and toed a patriotic line.
Sydney believed it was all a great mistake and that Britain
should have allied with Germany against the threat of com-
munism. For her the calamity was personal. Diana was
interned by British authorities for most of the war. Worse,
the Nazi-obsessed Unity shot herself in Munich in 1939. She
survived and was returned to England; Sydney cared for her
brain-damaged daughter until Unity’s death in 1948. Tom
was killed fighting in Burma in 1945.

Sydney remained adamant that England had fought the
wrong enemy, and she and David took up separate residences.
A similar stubbornness, Ms. Trethewey suggests, can be
traced in nearly all of her daughters: “Rebel against her as
they might, they were always very much Sydney’s children.”

The matriarch of the Mitford clan has been
overshadowed by the glamorous daughters
who caused her no small amount of grief.

that the president is now con-
sidering don’t succeed, he may
well have to choose between
this defeat and escalation,
which could lead to something
even worse.

Life Looks Different From the Stars

By Mary Julia Koch

I'm not alone. The
market for telescopes
and stargazmg apps is

ion-

tars are hard to see in

New York. But wh

Pm far enough away from
the glow of streetlights, I crane
my neck up and search for
them. The moment I spot the
North Star, Orion’s Belt and
maybe even the craters on the
moon, my mind slips away
from the news alerts lighting
up my phone and the emails
sitting in my inbox. I remember
that the world is far greater
than I am. I'm but a speck of
matter in the cosmos.

The first moon trip in
decades raises the big
questions of existence.

T'was born in 2001, 29 years
after the last man landed on the
moon. NASA’s push to return us
there has been slowed by de-
]ays and setbacks even as pri-

te companies have stepped in
(u pick up the slack. But that
hasn’t dulled my curiosity in
space exploration. If anything,
my appetite is roaring.

hunters have turned Tik-
Tok into “SpaceTok.” Sci-
fi films are more popular
than ever. Others have
turned toward astrology,
a less scientific but in-
creasingly popular way
of divining meaning from
the night sky.

The fervor is more
than a fad. The number
of students earning un-
dergraduate astronomy
degrees in the US. is at
an all-time high, quadru-
ple what it was two de-
cades ago. That’s fueled
by a growing interest in
STEM and new technolo-
gies, but also a deeper,
philosophical pull toward
the big questions of life.

“Everyone at some point
early in their life looks up at
the sky and wonders about the
same questions,” says Edo
Berger, a Harvard professor of
astronomy whose class has at-
tracted a broader range of
nonscience majors in recent
years. “Are we alone? How big

| . :
The Artemis Il crew and ship.

is the universe? How did the
universe begin?” While reli-
gion provides answers, astron-
omy offers another way to
search for them, grounding me
like a kind of cosmic anchor.
Peering light-years into the
distance also puts my earthly
concerns into perspective. The
meditative quality of stargaz-

ing can reduce anxiety
and stress, while forcing
people to pull them-
selves away from their
phones. And it inspires a
sense of awe that dwarfs
the psychodramas of
daily life. As the social
scientist Arthur Brooks
said on a recent podcast,
“if you want to be happy,
you need to get smaller,
not larger.”

On Wednesday eve-
ning, astronauts are set
to journey to the moon
for the first time in
more than 50 years.
NASA’s Artemis II fly-by
mission will light up the
Florida sky at launch,
and observers can watch
from miles away. I won't
be able to see it in New
York. But I'll hunt for
the moon above the city sky-
line and imagine the fresh
footprints that will be left on
its surface when the next mis-
sion, Artemis III, goes even
further.

Ms. Koch is an associate
editor at WSJ Opinion’s Free
Expression.

A case in point was Sydney’s second-youngest, Jessica,
born in 1917, who determined to live as differently as possi-
ble from her English family. As the biographer and literary
scholar Carla Kaplan recounts in “Troublemaker,” Jessica
started an escape plan early, opening a bank account at 12
to build up running-away funds. She also developed left-
wing convictions that contradicted the views of her parents.
In 1937 Jessica eloped to Europe with her second cousin
Esmond Romilly—their ill-starred plan was to head to
Spain to report on the civil war there. Her family reeled
them back, briefly, to England, but the pair went to America
in 1939,

In 1941 Romilly, who had joined the Canadian Air Force,
went down with a bomber over the North Sea. Mitford, sud-
denly widowed and with an infant daughter, found work in
Washington, D.C., at the Office of Price Administration, pur-
suing violators of wartime regulations. Mitford transferred
in 1943 to the agency’s San Francisco branch and married a
colleague, Robert Treuhaft. They raised a family in Oakland,
Calif,, and enjoyed a more-or-less conventional union, con-
sidering their membership in the American Communist
Party. (They split with the party in 1958.)

“Troublemaker” logs Mitford’s travels and transforma-
tions with brio, even while Ms. Kaplan details accounts of
the civil-rights causes Mitford threw herself into. In 1963
Mitford published “The American Way of Death,” an exposé
of the funeral industry that turned her into a stateside
celebrity, welcomed as a provocative guest on talk shows
and recognized by cab drivers. She continued to publish
investigative works into the 1990s and died in 1996.

But her most personal book was her memoir “Hons and
Rebels” (1960), which looked back on her English family and
strange childhood with an ironic tone not unlike the one her
sister Nancy deployed in her fiction. More than any other
book, “Hons and Rebels” may be responsible for the modern
Mitford mythology. By 1959, as it was being prepared for
publication, Jessica had re-established her relationship with
her mother. Ms. Kaplan notes that, while helping to care for
an ailing Sydney (then living on a small island in Scotland),
Jessica showed her mother some of the manuscript of her
memoir. Sydney, according to Ms. Kaplan, “said little about
it.” Behind her daughter’s back, she wrote to Jessica’s pub-
lishers and asked them to change the title.

Mr. Tipper is a books editor at the Journal.
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Birthright Citizenship at the High Court

Wednesday on President Trump's ef-

fort to redefine birthright citizenship,
and this is deep revisionism,
as the government admits.
Solicitor General John Sauer
argues in his brief that the
prevailing interpretation of
this constitutional clause is
an old error: “That misread-
ing took hold by President Franklin D. Roose-
velt’s Administration.”

When a longtime legal doctrine is incorrect,
the Justices shouldn’t shy away from fixing it
merely because of age, and in the coming
months the High Court could prove that point
on the presidential removal power by finally
burying Humphrey’s Executor v. U.S. (1935). Yet
other times there’s a reason the orthodoxy be-
came the orthodoxy, and the case about birth-
right citizenship, Trump v. Barbara, might be
one of those.

’:[[\ he Supreme Court will hear arguments

* * *

The 14th Amendment, ratified in 1868 after
the Civil War, begins: “All persons born or natu-
ralized in the United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United
States.” Does this language confer U.S. citizen-
ship on babies whose parents are in the country
illegally or temporarily? The traditional under-
standing is yes. Mr. Trump says no, and he or-
dered agencies to stop issuing these babies doc-
uments reflecting citizenship.

This constitutional provision has come to the
Supreme Court before. In Wong Kim Ark (1898)
the Justices recognized the citizenship of a man
born to Chinese parents in San Francisco. “The
Fourteenth Amendment affirms the ancient and
fund. I rule of citizenship by birth within
the territory,” the majority said, including “all
children here born of resident aliens.” The few
exceptions included children of foreign diplo-
mats, enemies during “hostile occupation,” and
Native American tribal nations.

The Trump Administration argues, h
that the Court hasn’t directly answered the cur-
rent question. Congress didn’t pass the first
modern immigration law until 1875, and for
much of history migrants “could freely enter
the United States and take up permanent resi-
dence,” the government says. Wong Kim Ark
“concerned children of aliens with a lawful do-
micile in the United States, not children of tem-
porarily present aliens or illegal aliens.”

The crux of the dispute is what it means for

Trump’s order to exclude
the children of illegal
immigrants is tested.

a child to be subject to U.S. “jurisdiction.” The
opponents of Mr. Trump’s order say this simply
refers to people who are under the govern-
ment’s authority, including il-
legal aliens and students with
visas, who must obey U.S. laws
or be punished if they don’t.
This helps make sense of the
narrow birthright exceptions:
In contrast, foreign diplomats
enjoy immunity and famously don’t pay New
York parking tickets.

The Trump Administration argues, on the
other hand, that birthright citizenship covers
only people “completely subject” to U.S. “politi-
cal jurisdiction,” meaning those “who owe ‘di-
rect and immediate allegiance’ to the Nation
and may claim its protection.” Its reading ex-
cludes babies born to temporary visa holders,
as well as illegal migrants, who “lack the legal
capacity to form a domicile.”

Yet the challengers say this interpretation is
foreclosed by Wong Kim Ark, which adopted
their view of “jurisdiction,” even if the 1898 rul-
ing lacked the distinctions and vocabulary on
illegal immigration that Mr. Trump now wants
to use. “Under the longstanding definition, un-
documented immigrants are domiciled in this
country: They reside here, with ‘an intention to
remain,’” the challengers add.

Mr. Trump'’s order applies to the children of
“immigrants who have resided in this country
for decades, some since their own infancy.” One
plaintiff who sued, according to a court filing
last year, is a Taiwanese woman with a student
visa who had lived in the U.S. for 12 years and
was applying for a green card.

P

The U.S. has a strong record of assimilating
newcomers, from Asians in San Francisco to
Irish in New York to Cubans in Miami, and
birthright citizenship has been part of that
story. At the same time, illegal immigration has
become a serious problem, as the American left
refuses to enforce the law.

But the place to fight it is at the border, and
Mr. Trump has virtually halted migrant flows.
It didn’t require trying to change the settled

of the 14th A d by executive
action. Mr. Trump’s order has put the Supreme
Court in another difficult position by reopening
a constitutional debate with fraught political
implications. The decision may come down to
how the originalist Justices read the text and
history of the 14th Amendment.

China Keeps Trying to Punish Tokyo

eanwhile in the Asia-Pacific, Beijing
keeps stepping up its campaign
against J. Prime Mini Sa-

is a new round of rhetorical warfare criticizing
Tokyo for a recent incident in which a young
J: soldier allegedly scaled the wall of the

nae Takaichi. Its latest move,

Chinese embassy in Tokyo

on Monday, was to impose Tl’llmp can help an a.lly wielding a knife. So far this

sanctions on one of Ms. Taka- ine i seems to have been a solo

San ¢ stopping in Tokyo on

ichi’s close aides. by t PpIng ky event, but Beijing wants to
The sanctions came after his way to Belng. spin it into a furor over sup-

the aide, Keiji Furuya, visited
Taiwan this month—some-
thing he’s done often over the years. Beijing
views the democratic island as a breakaway
province and interprets any official interaction
with Taipei as a sleight.

This is the latest Chinese move to pressure
Ms. Takaichi over her stance on Taiwan. It
started last autumn when she stated that a Chi-
nese invasion of the island would be a threat
sufficient to warrant military intervention un-
der Japan’s constitution.

Beijing first let loose a flood of official vitriol
at Ms. Takaichi. When that didn’t sway her, the
Communist Party has tried to discourage tour-
ism from mainland China to Japan, and has im-
posed various export bans and restrictions on
rare-earth minerals and shipments of high-tech
products to Japanese companies.

Sanctioning Mr. Furuya is another step, as

posed Japanese “militarism.”

So far Ms. Takaichi is
standing firm, and Mr. Furuya has shrugged off
sanctions by saying he didn’t plan to visit China
anyway. All indications point to a growing con-
sensus in Tokyo that Chinese aggression is a
major threat in the region.

But some help from Japan’s friends would be
useful. The economic costs of Beijing’s export
bans will grow. Japan’s economy remains at
some risk as it emerges from several lost de-
cades of stagnation, and the Iran war oil shock
is another danger.

President Trump could help Ms. Takaichi by
rethinking his tariffs on Japanese exports, in or-
der to relieve the economic stress on an ally. Es-
pecially reassuring to Japan—and noted by Bei-
Jjing—would be for Mr. Trump to add a stop in
Tokyo before his planned visit to China later
this spring.

Trump and the Hormuz Stakes

leaks from the White House that Pres-

ident Trump might end the war in
Iran without bothering to
reopen the Strait of Hormuz.
The market reaction might
tempt Mr. Trump to think
he’s on the right track, but
he and the U.S. have more at
stake in the Strait than he is
saying.

Mr. Trump on Tuesday warned Europeans
that he might leave them the job of reopening
the Strait. “Iran has been, essentially, deci-
mated. The hard part is done. Go get your own
oil!” he posted on Truth Social.

Mr. Trump may be trying to bully reluctant
Europeans into helping the U.S. in the Strait.
He's right that Europe’s stake in Gulf oil is big-
ger than America’s.

Thanks to shale fracking, the U.S. is a net
exporter of oil and natural gas. Most American
oil imports come from Canada and feed refin-
eries that can’'t efficiently process lighter
shale blends.

But the U.S. won'’t be able to duck the harm
from a long-term closure of the Strait. Oil is
traded globally, and the U.S. price is influ-
enced by the global price. Persistently high oil
and natural gas prices, along with supply
shortages in lower-income countries, will slow
the economy abroad and at home. A global re-
cession will inevitably hurt the U.S. too.

Mr. Trump's moves to boost global oil sup-
ply admit as much. That’s why he eased sanc-

S tocks rallied Tuesday following news

The U.S. won’t escape
damage if the Strait
remains largely closed.

tions on Iranian and Russian oil exports and
tapped the U.S. strategic petroleum reserve.
This has kept oil prices lower than they’d oth-
erwise be, but they may carry
a new premium if Iran has a
veto on Gulf oil shipments.

Iran’s attacks on vessels
have also snarled shipments
of fertilizer, a third of which
flows through the Strait. Fer-
tilizer prices are up some 20% over the last
month, which will raise costs for U.S. farmers
struggling as a result of the President’s tariffs.
Does Mr. Trump plan to leave farmers who
have supported him at the tender mercies of
the mullahs?

Optimists say the Strait will reopen on its
own once the bombing stops, since Iran and
its neighbors have an incentive to restore the
flow. They certainly do, and perhaps that’s
enough to restore the prewar status quo. But
Iran will have demonstrated that its ability to
threaten the Strait is real, and it could turn
to charging a bounty—a fee or a promise not
to cooperate with the U.S.—on countries to let
their vessels pass.

The other issue is what a de facto Iran veto
over Gulf shipping will say about the credibil-
ity of U.S. deterrence. Ending the war with the
Strait closed means Iran’s strategy of impos-
ing economic pain on the West will have been
at least a partial success. The best outcome
in this war is still regime change, or a de-
feated Iran that bends to Mr. Trump’s terms
that include a plan to reopen the Strait.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

St. Thomas More and the Reckoning of History

In “Five Centuries of a Forbidden
Bible” (Houses of Worship, March
27), Joseph Loconte states that “In
the end, Thomas More and his in-
formants caught up with” William
Tyndale.

But in “Thomas More and the
Taking of William Tyndale,” Rich-
ard Rex writes, “The notion that
Sir Thomas More, while a prisoner
in the Tower of London, plotted
and financed the capture of Wil-
liam Tyndale in Antwerp in May
1535 is, even at first sight, so im-
plausible as scarcely to deserve
formal refutation.”

Tyndale left England in 1524
never to return. More was in
prison in 1535 awaiting execution
when Tyndale was seized by
agents of the Holy Roman Empire
in Antwerp. More was executed on
July 6, six weeks after Tyndale
was arrested. More important,
More resigned his position as Lord
chancellor of England on May 16,
1532, three years before Tyndale
was arrested.

More engaged Tyndale in debate
in print over Tyndale’s views. But he
was carrying out the policies of

Henry VIII, whatever his personal
views. The English crown under
Henry VIII authorized efforts to sup-
press Tyndale and return him to
England in 1528, while Cardinal Wol-
sey was chancellor. Any official role
More may have had regarding Tyn-
dale ended in 1532 when More re-
signed and became a private citizen.

The notion that More plotted and
financed the capture of Tyndale was
first advanced in a biography of Tyn-
dale by Brian Moynahan in 2003, and
it was then picked up by Dame Hi-
lary Mantel in her Wolf Hall trilogy,
a work of fiction, which repeats this
about More.

But More had been dead for more
than a year when Tyndale was exe-
cuted. This is important to clarify
in a time when Christians are trying
to overcome the distorted narra-
tives of the sixteenth century and
work toward greater Christian unity,
a unity that the Gospel of John tells
us Jesus Christ prayed his church
would have.

Rev. PaiLup J. Brown, PSS,
President-Rector

St. Mary’s Seminary & University
Baltimore

The Pilot Who Sent Goddard to Guggenheim

In “A Centenary for Rocket Science”
(op-ed, March 16), Rainer Zitelmann
describes how Robert H. Goddard
achieved the first liquid-fuel rocket
launch in 1926 and the funding sources
that made Goddard’s work possible.

While it’s true that the Guggen-
heim Foundation was a major funder,
it’s worthwhile to recall that aviation
pioneer Charles Lindbergh brought
about that connection.

Lindbergh had an interest in rock-
ets. One day, while he was visiting
friends, Harry and Caroline Guggen-
heim, Caroline mentioned an article
she was reading about Goddard’s work.

Lindbergh arranged a meeting with
Goddard. The latter explained that his
progress was slow because of a lack
of funding. When Lindbergh asked
how much money and time he would
need to complete his work, Goddard
replied that about $25,000 a year for
four years would cover all expenses.

Lindbergh knew a man with the
wealth, vision and courage to under-
write Goddard’s project—Daniel

Guggenheim, Harry’s father. Lind-
bergh later recalled that when he met
Daniel Guggenheim, the conversation
didn’t take more than about 10 min-
utes. Guggenheim’s questions about
Goddard were succinct, reasonable
and articulate. He quickly decided to
give him the money.

Without a doubt, Goddard was the
father of 20th-century rocketry, but
Charles Lindbergh was the midwife.

Donations totaling $10,000 in 1917
and 1923 funded Goddard’s early
rocket studies. The Smithsonian Insti-
tution provided $5,000 in 1917 from
its T.G. Hodgkins donations, and the
Research Corporation in 1923
awarded an egual amount. While the
Guggenheim Foundation funded much
of Goddard’s later work, those early
funds from private sources helped
Goddard launch his first rocket.

DAVID CARTER
Tucson, Ariz.

TSA Lines Stretch While Congress Flies Free

Regarding your editorial “Wash-
ington’s March Shutdown Madness”
(March 28): The president could di-
rect the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration to ensure that members
of Congress don’t receive any spe-
cial escorts or preferential treat-
ment that allows them to bypass se-
curity lines at the airport. Let these
people who have shut down the gov-
ernment stand in line with their
constituents and be forced to listen
to their complaints.

JONATHAN JAMES
DeBary, Fla.

For the Iranians, it’s the Strait of
Hormuz. For the Democrats, it’s the
TSA line. We need to eliminate the
ability of a political party to wreak
havoc by choking off something so
critical to the security of the citi-
zens of this country.

Lawrence Russo ITT
Shreveport, La.

What Is Trump’s Iran Plan?

Your editorial “The Enemy in One
Lesson” (March 20) does a great job
on stating the obvious about Iran’s re-
gime: It’s brutal. No one paying atten-
tion over the past half-century can
deny that.

But this administration has yet to
explain clearly why this war was
started. It would have been an easier
sell to our allies if a clear target was
set to form a coalition.

Nothing would be better than a
democratic Iran. But if that's the goal,
just say it.

MARTIN GRANALDI
Frenchtown, N.J.

Congress is in recess this week
after failing to fund the TSA. How
do they get through security when
flying to their destinations? If thou-
sands of people waiting in TSA se-
curity lines could see them bypass-
ing a problem they created, this
nonsense would be over. How can
we keep leaders who don’t suffer
the consequences of their poor gov-
ernance?

T. BRYAN BARD
Boiling Springs, Pa.

Parenting in Airplane Mode

I'm not a fan of social media and
don’t use it—save for LinkedIn. And
after reading your editorial, I think
parents should bear any liability
for social media’s effect on their
children (“The Social-Media Shake-
down Begins,” March 26). Encour-
aging children to play games online
at an early age instills in them the
need to be online constantly.

The more children seek social
stimulation online, the less actual in-
teraction they have with friends in
person. Parents pay for computers at
home, internet access and the phones
their children use. Don’t parents have
a responsibility to monitor their chil-
dren’s activities, and, if necessary,
keep them from harm? If a social-me-
dia company is sued, it should in
turn bring a lawsuit against the par-
ents, seeking damages equal to the
amount awarded in the original case.
I suspect this would cause many fam-
ilies to reconsider the easy money
being promised to them by lawyers.

Granam W. GALLOWAY
North Topsail Beach, N.C.
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OPINION

Trump Is Right on Birthright Citizenship

By Randy E. Barnett

resident Trump’s executive
order denying birthright
citizenship to U.S.-born
children of nonresident
aliens goes before the Su-
preme Court Wednesday, and conven-
tional wisdom has it that the presi-
dent will lose in Trump v. Barbara. If
the court stays true to the original
meaning of the 14th Amendment’s
Citizenship Clause, however, the con-
ventional wisdom will prove wrong.
The clause grants citizenship to
persons who meet two conditions:
birth in the U.S. and being “subject
to the jurisdiction” of the U.S. The
dispute is over the meaning of the
latter term. Everyone agrees that it
excludes at least three classes: chil-
dren of diplomats, of soldiers from
an invading army, and of American
Indians maintaining tribal relations.
In each of these categories, the sta-
tus of the child depended on the
status of the parent.
The constitutional debate is about
the original concept in the

power” are citizens. The 14th
Amendment was intended to
constitutionalize, not alter, the
Civil Rights Act. Congress re-en-
acted the same language after
the 14th Amendment was ad-
opted, suggesting an identical
operation. But the drafters of
the 14th Amendment saw a need
for constitutional language that
more clearly excluded the chil-
dren of tribal Indians.

Sen. Lyman Trumbull (R., 1),
who managed the Citizenship
Clause in the upper chamber, ex-
plained that “subject to the juris-
diction” meant “not owing alle-
giance to anybody else,” whether
to a tribe or a foreign power.
Rep. John Bingham (R., Ohio),
the moving force behind the 14th
Amendment, used the same
framework, referring after ratifi-
cation to persons born in the
U.S. “and not owing allegiance to
any foreign power.” These state-
ments, and others Mr. Lash identi-
fied, demons(rate how leading Re-
the concept the

text that explains these exclusions and
whether that concept embraces or ex-
cludes children born on US. soil to
parents who are unlawfully or tempo-
rarily in the U.S. The court has never
squarely addressed this question.

The 14th Amendment’s

text was meant to capture: birth plus
full political membership.
Opponents of this interpretation
rely heavily on a statement by Sen.
Jacob Howard (R., Mich.) that the
clause would “include every other
class of persons” besides children of
diplomats. In isolation, Howard’s
does support the chal-

authors would exclude
illegal and visiting aliens
from U.S. ‘jurisdiction’

Before Mr. Trump’s executive or-
der, what originalist scholarship ex-
isted on the original meaning of “sub-
ject to the jurisdiction” was sporadic
and lightly tested if at all. The past
year has produced an explosion of
originalist schnlarship on both sides.
The justices are now in a good posi-
tion to decide which side has pre-
sented the stronger originalist case,

Kurt Lash of the University of
Richmond has examined the con-
gressional debates over the l4th
Amendment and the Civil Rights Act
of 1866. That act declared that “all
persons born in the United States
and not subject to any foreign

The Iran War Doesn’t Have to Be a Rerun of ‘“That

By John H. Cochrane

re we headed for stagflation and

recession? The parallels with

the 1970s are ominous: Inflation
surges and then retreats but gets
stuck a bit too high. Trouble brews in
Iran, and oil prices spike. In 1979 in-
flation surged, followed by a severe
recession. Most postwar recessions
were preceded by oil price spikes.

In fact, energy prices turn into re-
cessions only if bad policies com-
pound their effects. Price controls,
credit controls, windfall profits
taxes, export controls, the 55-mph
speed limit, corn ethanol, cardigan

malaise, and a slow-to-re
act Federal Reserve all fed the mis-
ery of the 1970s. They need not do
$0 again.

The fundamentals are also better.
The U.S. imported a lot of oil in the
1970s. Now, on net, we export,
thanks to fracking and the reversal
of many energy restrictions. Gaso-
line is more expensive, but the coun-
try earns money that can be spent
on other goods. The U.S. uses a lot
less oil to generate each dollar of in-
come. We are more of a service
economy and less an energy-depen-
dent manufacturing economy. There
are many more suppliers to the in-
ternational market than in the 1970s.
While they can’t ramp up production
instantly, at persistently higher
prices a lot more oil can come out of
the ground.

An oil price rise is like a tariff. As
we have seen, tariffs, while damag-
ing to overall growth, need not
cause a recession.

The most important questions are
when the Strait of Hormuz opens
and how the war ends. It is hard to
believe that after their lopsided mili-
tary victory, the U.S. and Israel will
leave Iran with a veto over oil. The
end depends only on whether we
have the will to accomplish what is

lengers’ understanding. But it can’t
be taken literally; otherwise it would
include tribal Indians. Howard later
said that the relevant “jurisdiction”
was the “full and complete jurisdic-
tion” that tribal Indians lacked. Re-
publicans didn’t maintain that tribes
lay wholly beyond federal power, but
that tribal members maintained an
undissolved allegiance to a separate
sovereign political community.
The Court

exclusion with the Indian Citizenship
Act of 1924.)

Opponents of the executive order
claim that “jurisdiction” simply re-
fers to the applicability of ordinary
civil and criminal laws. They invoke
U.S. v. Wong Kim Ark (1898), in
which the high court granted birth-
right citizenship to a man born to
Chinese parents. They read Wong
Kim Ark and other sources as having
incorporated British common-law
doctrine deeming anyone born in the
British Empire a subject of the
crown. But llan Wurman of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota has shown that
the common-law materials are more
complicated. The older cases and
treatises turned not simply on place
of birth, but on protection, alle-
giance and the sovereign’s accep-
tance of the parents’

the time of his birth a citizen of the
United States by virtue of the first
clause of the Fourteenth Amendment
of the Constitution.”

The government isn’t asking the
court to disturb Wong Kim Ark’s
treatment of children born to lawful
permanent residents—who nowa-
days have green cards. Mr. Trump's
executive order maintains birthright
citizenship for the children of green-
card holders while excluding those
whose parents are in the U.S. ille-
gally or on nonresident visas.

In its briefs, the government has
added a corroborative textual point.
The Citizenship Clause says that
those born here and subject to U.S.
Jjurisdiction are citizens of the U.S.
and “of the State wherein they re-
slde » Restmg state citizenship on
the thesis that

Mr.
Waurman also shows that the status

this
concept of jurisdiction in Elk v. Wil-
kins (1884), which excluded tribal In-
dians from birthright citizenship.
Justice Horace Gray didn't say that
“jurisdiction” means being subject to
ordinary criminal or civil law, as op-
ponents of the president’s order
maintain. He said it meant being
“completely subject” to the political
jurisdiction of the U.S. and owing it
“direct and immediate allegiance.”
(Congress effectively repealed the

surely in our means. But defeat has
been clutched from the jaws of vic-
tory before.

Oil futures markets offer a
glimpse of where things might be
headed. West Texas intermediate fu-
tures are trading at $97 a barrel for
late May but decline to $80 by late
October and $74 next April. Futures
markets expect a costly summer and
resolution by fall.

Governments will be tempted by
ham-handed policy responses. The
European Union is already consider-
ing subsidies, price caps, oil profits
taxes, and other controls. Ah, Eu-
rope—tax energy, send carbon-emit-
ting industry off to China, ban do-
mestic drilling and fracking, destroy
nuclear, all in the name of climate.
When prices rise, add subsidies and
controls. Fortunately, many Europe-
ans now understand how costly their
energy policies have been.

With “affordability” and gasoline
prices in the news, the U.S. will feel

The Tragic Tale

By the time Wayne
Gretzky retired from
the National Hockey
League in 1999 as the
greatest player ever,
Michael Jordan had
amassed six National

UPWARD

MOBILITY Basketball Associa-

By Jason L. tion championships

Riley and 10 scoring titles.
That same year, Ti-

ger Woods won his
15th professional golf tournament and
his second major championship, and
he was only getting started. Over the
next two decades, Mr. Woods won 67
more times on the PGA Tour—includ-
ing 13 more majors—and joined
Messrs. Gretzky and Jordan as the
face of their sports.
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of y sojourners was con-
tested by the 19th century.

Most important, Wong Kim Ark’s
parents weren't in the U.S. illegally
or temporarily. As Justice Gray put it
for the court: “The question pre-
sented by the record is whether a
child born in the United States, of
parents of Chinese descent, who, at
the time of his birth, are subjects of
the Emperor of China, but have a
permanent domicil and residence in
the United States, . . . becomes at

similar temptations. The administra-
tion already ramped up corn ethanol,
that great counterexample of our
country’s ability to run sane energy
or industrial policy. China has enacted
an export ban, which the U.S. tried in
the 1970s. It did great damage.

Rising energy prices turn
into recessions only if
bad government policies
compound their effects.

Higher gasoline prices need not
mean inflation. But governments will
produce inflation if they hand out
money so people can pay higher
prices. Price controls mean gas lines,
which increase economic damage.
‘The most productive users who can’t
substitute away then can't get the
energy they need, and suppliers see

My generation got to witness all
three in their prime, but only in hind-
sight can we fully appreciate their
accomplishments. Mr. Gretzky’s trade
in 1988 from the Edmonton Oilers to
the Los Angeles Kings brought Tin-
seltown attention to the NHL, which
eventually spread to other warmer
climes. It’s difficult to imagine
hockey today in Florida or Las Vegas
without the Great One’s influence.
Mr. Jordan likewise brought world-
wide popularity and revenue to bas-
ketball that has since grown. Four of
the past seven NBA most valuable
player awards have gone to interna-
tional players.

Neither man, however, matched
Mr. Woods’s impact. I started playing
golf as a teenager in the 1980s, long
before Mr. Woods turned pro, but he’s
the reason I began watching golf tour-
naments regularly on television. Ap-
parently, 'm not alone. Demographic
groups that traditionally perceived
golf as a country-club activity were
suddenly tuning in. At the height of
Mr. Woods's career, golf surpassed
NBA and even the National Football
League in television ratings. Corpo-
rate sponsorships spiked and tourna-
ment prize money grew by a factor of
five. In the process, biographers Jeff
Benedict and Armen Keteyian wrote,
Mr. Woods “helped make multimil-
lionaires of more than four hundred
Tour pros.”

When news broke that Mr. Woods
had been involved in another car acci-
dent, I was sad more than surprised.
The police report said that his eyes
were bloodshot and glassy and that

citizenship generally requires resi-
dence, not mere presence.
Opponents of the executive order
have produced no evidence that any
of the 14th Amendment’s framers
clearly stated their position, except
for Sen. Benjamin Wade (R., Ohio),
who proposed a version of the Citi-
zenship Clause that would have ex-
tended citizenship to all persons
born in the U.S. without the added
jurisdiction requirement—a formula-
tion Congress didn’t adopt. If the
conventional wisdom was indeed the

no incentive to help. Windfall profits
taxes in bad times dampen the in-
centive to invest in spare capacity in
good times. The first principle of
economics is: Don't transfer income
by distorting prices. The first princi-
ple of politics is the opposite.

High energy prices do slow the
economy. But a slowdown turns into
a recession only when something fi-
nancial goes wrong. The aftermath
of an energy price spike depends a
lot on how central banks respond. If
the Fed reacts slowly, along with

economic policies, stagfla-
tion could again break out quickly,
and then recession could follow
when the Fed reacts to inflation.

The central bank will be tempted
to react to supply-induced softening
with demand stimulus. It will be
tempted to “look through,” ie., ig-
nore, the transitory inflation of an
oil-price shock as it looked through
Covid-era inflation, until inflation
reached 8%. Fed officials planned to

original meaning, its defenders
should be able to identify mem-
bers of the enacting coalition
who said so.

Some opponents, perhaps
sensing the strength of the ad-
ministration’s constitutional po-
sition, have suggested that the
court avoid the question by
striking down Mr. Trump’s order
as contrary to the Immigration
and Nationality Act of 1952. That
law incorporates the language of
the 14th Amendment, but this
view contends that lawmakers in
1952 understood “jurisdiction” in
the now conventional sense of
ordinary law.

Even if some legislators mis-
understood the original meaning
of the language they were using,
however, it is implausible to con-
clude that Congress enacted a
fundamental change in the law—

= especially given that the 1952

law explicitly clarified citizenship

rules for children born in U.S. terri-
tories and to U.S. citizens abroad.

In a 1991 interview, retired Chief
Justice Warren Burger scorned the
view that the Second Amendment’s
right to keep and bear arms belongs
to individuals rather than a collec-
tive militia. He called it “one of the
greatest pieces of fraud—I repeat
the word ‘fraud’—on the American
public by special-interest groups
that 1 have ever seen in my lifetime.”
Such was the power of conventional
wisdom before sustained originalist
scholarship was done.

After originalist scholars re-
opened the Second Amendment, the
court endorsed the individual-rights
view in Heller v. District of Columbia
(2008). Many of the same historians
and law professors who today de-
fend the conventional wisdom on the
Citizenship Clause insisted—and in-
sist to this day—that Justice Antonin
Scalia got it wrong in Heller.

The situations aren’t identical,
but the pattern is familiar. Conven-
tional wisdom was wrong about the
original meaning of the Second
Amendment. It is wrong again.

Mr. Barnett is faculty director of
the Georgetown Center for the Con-
stitution and a co-author of “The
Original Meaning of the Fourteenth
Amendment: Its Letter and Spirit.”

70s Show’

look through tariffs as well.

But, as in 1979, people who saw
substantial inflation may be quick to
expect more inflation, and then the
Fed will have to react strongly, as it
did in 1980. I also fear that the Fed
may be paralyzed during its change
of leadership or may try to avoid
moving interest rates by relying on
quantitative tightening or credit re-
strictions. All that will cause need-
less financial turmoil.

‘What should government do about
rising energy prices? Nothing. Or,
more concretely, get out of the way,
ease restrictions, and let the market
work its magic of sending energy to
the most economically important
uses while encouraging others to
save, substitute or provide new en-
ergy. Keep inflation under control,
and don't induce financial problems.

M. Cochrane is a senior fellow at
the Hoover Institution and an ad-
Junct scholar at the Cato Institute.

of Tiger Woods

he had opioids in his pocket. Over the
years, Mr. Woods has undergone at
least seven back surgeries and multi-
ple procedures on his left knee. No
one doubts that the man lives in pain,
yet before the crash he was attempt-
ing another comeback. The question
is why he continues to drive himself
(literally and figuratively) when his
legacy is secure, he has nothing left
to prove, and his body keeps telling
him it has had enough.

Sports heroes face inner
demons as the rest of us
do but sometimes have

to deal with them publicly.

Only Mr. Woods and perhaps the
people closest to him can answer
those questions. The rest of us can
only speculate about his inner tur-
moil. Maybe Mr. Woods doesn't
need to play competitive golf any-
more but still feels golf needs him.
Prior to the pandemic, which gave
it a boost—golf was one of the few
available diversions during
Covid-19—the sport’s popularity
was down from its peak when he
was dominating. Mr. Woods, who
turned 50 in December, is now eli-
gible to play on the PGA Tour
Champions, the senior tour, and the
pressure to do so for ratings must
be significant. I don't watch many
senior events, but I probably would
if Mr. Woods were playing.

The day after the news of the car
crash broke, I shot a round of golf at
a local municipal course. Mr. Woods
‘was all everyone was talking about,
from the cashier in the pro shop to
the starter on the first hole and the
other members of my foursome.
Some likened it to earlier unforced
errors such as the sexcapades that
derailed Mr. Woods’s marriage. Oth-
ers were more sympathetic but still
unsettled by what he was doing not
only to himself but also to his teen-
age children, who will have to deal
with the ugly reactions of social-me-
dia ghouls.

In 2011 two sportswriters, Mi-
chael Bamberger and Alan Shipnuck,
co-authored “The Swinger,” a hilari-
ous and barely disguised noveliza-
tion of Mr. Woods’s postscandal ca-
reer. The protagonist is named Tree
Tremont, a phenomenal multiracial
golfer with an overbearing black fa-
ther, an attractive wife, two young
children and a squeaky-clean public
image. Tree’s serial tomcatting is
the book’s main focus, but there’s a
subplot involving his addiction to
painkillers that doesn’t seem as
funny today.

We watch our hero athletes han-
dle all that pressure on the field, and
they make it seem effortless. It isn't,
and the pressure outside competi-
tion can be as intense. Sports stars
face inner demons as the rest of us
do, but unlike the rest of us they
sometimes have to deal with them
publicly, under the glare of the same
outlets that helped make them
household names.
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Five-point proposal shows commitment to
push for end to the conflict in Middle East

he recent joint attacks by Israel and the

United States on Iranian cities, fol-

lowed by Iran’s retaliatory missile and

drone strikes, have pushed the Middle
East to a perilous new threshold. In this increas-
ingly combustible environment, tentative diplo-
matic openings — such as Pakistan’s offer to
mediate — stand in stark contrast to the harden-
ing military stance of the protagonists.

Islamabad has suggested hosting talks between
Washington and Tehran, and both sides have sig-
naled a degree of confidence in Pakistan’s role as a
conduit. Beijing, for its part, has consistently
called for an end to hostilities and a return to dia-
logue, urging restraint and warning that pro-
longed conflict serves no one.

‘That pro-peace posture was sharpened on Tues-
day, when China and Pakistan jointly put forward
afive-point proposal aimed at restoring peace and
stability in the Gulf and the wider Middle East. It
calls for the immediate cessation of hostilities, ini-
tiating peace talks as soon as possible, ensuring

the safety of nc ytargets the
safety of navigation and safeguarding the primacy
of the United Nations Charter.

Taken together, the proposal amounts to a
comprehensive framework that addresses near-
ly every dimension of the crisis — from humani-
tarian relief to global supply chains.

Yet the search for a diplomatic off-ramp is
being overshadowed by a seeming readiness on
the part of the US to escalate. It is expanding its
military footprint in the region, with tens of thou-
sands of personnel now supporting operations,
and issued stark warnings, threatening to target
Iran’s economic lifelines if an agreement is not
reached swiftly.

Escalation would be a miscalculation. The
notion that overwhelming force can compel a
favorable outcome is likely instead to entrench
resistance and prolong conflict.

Nor should military and technological superi-
ority be mistaken for a guarantee of victory. His-
tory offers ample evidence that wars rarely
unfold as planned, and that even the most power-
ful actors can find themselves mired in costly and

inconclusive quagmires. The belief that this time
will be different is a gamble — one with potential-
ly catastrophic consequences. The risks are not
confined to the battlefield. The tensions in the
Strait of Hormuz have already begun to impact
global markets. Supply chain disruptions, infla-
tionary pressures and the spectre of shortages in
essential commodities are reminders that this is
not a regional crisis.

This is why the conflict cannot be allowed to
drag on. What may appear to some as a contained
confrontation is, in reality, a war of attrition for
the entire world.

The temptation to exploit the chaos to reshape
the strategic environment — whether by expand-
ing buffer zones or asserting greater control over
neighboring territories — may prove self-defeat-
ing. No country becomes safer by making its
neighbors feel threatened. Such approaches
tend to boomerang, fueling precisely the insecu-
rity they are meant to eliminate,

Nor should the finite duration of the world’s
gradually depleting oil and gas reserves be con-
sidered as leverage to compel adversaries to
capitulate through third-party pressure.

Against this backdrop, the China-Pakistan pro-
posal deserves careful consideration. It offers a
structured path away from escalation toward dia-
logue. Crucially, it is framed in terms that priori-
tize collective interests over unilateral advantage.

For the international community, the choice is
stark. It can continue to watch as the spirals of
the conflict encompass more countries, issuing
statements of concern while the situation deteri-
orates. Or it can rally behind a coherent frame-
work for de-escalation, lending political weight
to efforts aimed at bringing all related parties to
the negotiating table, halting the violence and
addressing its underlying causes.

Ultimately, there is no military solution to this
conflict. That is not a subjective judgment but a
practical reality. Wars of this nature do not pro-
duce clear winners; they produce devastation,
instability and long-term resentment. The soon-
er this is recognized, the better the chances of
averting a wider catastrophe.

Yangtze corridor indicator of integration

alk along Shanghai’s waterfront
and you will see the familiar thea-
ter of globalization: container
ships stacked high, crane arms
swinging in rhythm, the ceaseless churn of com-
merce. Butlook closer — or rather, deeper. Eighty-
nine meters beneath the busy shipping lanes, a
tunnel boring machine the height of a five-story
building, bristling with sensors and guided by an
artificial “brain”, is grinding through the rock
strata. It is boring the 14-kilometer Chongming-
‘Taicang tunnel, which is the linchpin of a 2,000-
km high-speed railway that will link Shanghai to

connect more than a quarter of them, along
with nearly 40 percent of the country’s key lab-
oratories. Innovation, in effect, will travel along
steel arteries. More than 20 smaller cities will,
for the first time, be plugged into the 350-km-
per-hour network. Take Lezhi county in Sich-
uan for example. Its station remains under
construction, yet business travel has already
picked up, and investment delegations are
arriving. This is structural transformation in
real time,

The Yangtze corridor is no isolated endeavor.
‘The 15th Five-Year Plan is threaded with similar

Chengdu, capital of Southwest China’s Sichuan
provinee. [t tells you a lot about how China’s eco-
nomic system works.

In many advanced economies, major infra-
structure projects often involve lengthy delibera-
tion and debate. In China, projects are measured
in years. The 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-30) lists
109 major projects, among them the Yangtze River
high-speed rail corridor — one of the most ambi-
tious. Costing more than 500 billion yuan ($72 bil-
lion), it is expected to generate nearly 1.5 trillion
yuan in upstream and downstream industrial val-
ueadded.

By the end of the decade, China will have substan-
tially completed the “eight vertical and eight hori-
zontal” high-speed rail grid, and the overall
framework of its national comprehensive transpor-
tation network will have advanced from its current
90 percent completion rate to over 95 percent.

Yet the real story is not scale, but synergy.

Consider the supply chain. A single tunnel
boring machine requires bespoke components
— its “nerve endings” — and a sophisticated dig-
ital control system. The construction of the rail-
way has already driven demand for more than
200 ized t ling and bridge-buildi
units. The 570,000 tons of high-strength spe-
cialty steel needed for the rails have found ready
suppliers. Even the precast concrete segments
used in the tunnel lining have given rise to
smart factories.

This is what economists would recognize as the
building of economic complexity: a shift from low-
value bly to a dense of ad: d
capabilities. China is not merely laying track; it is
upgrading the productive DNA of entire regions.

Now look at the railway in relation to China’s
advanced manufacturing clusters. The line will

strategic transportation projects. The Shiziyang
passage — a double-deck road bridge spanning the
Pearl River estuary — will draw Guangzhou’s Nan-
sha district closer to Dongguan’s Humen town,
accelerating the integration of the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area into a world-
class urban cluster.

Further west, the Pinglu canal will cut 560 kilo-
meters from shipping routes for cargo from South-
west China, linking inland regions directly to the
Beibu Gulf.

‘What some in the West view as top-down direc-
tion is described by Chinese policymakers as coor-
dinated strategy. The economists’ “quadruple
helix” — government, industry, universities and
society — is plainly visible. The Yangtze River high-
speed rail corridor will facilitate the flow of capital,
talent and technology between inland regions and
coastal powerhouses, providing a pathway for
regions lagging behind to catch up.

These mega-projects reward cross-regional col-
laboration, optimizing energy use, investment,
talent and natural resources across jurisdictions.
The result is a system capable of translating grand
blueprints into tangible outcomes — with an
emphasis on coordination, inclusiveness and sus-
tainability.

In avolatile global landscape, China is leaning
on its structural strengths: long-term planning,
high implementation capacity, a resilient econo-
my, a comprehensive industrial base and a
superlarge domestic market. The Yangtze corri-
dor is a vivid illustration of this. While skeptics
in parts of the West question whether China is
nearing its growth limits, the country continues
to press ahead — focused on vision, actions and
results, and intent on pursuing its own path to
development to become a better self.
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Cai Meng

Opinion Line

Do we want a world in which
algorithms hold the trigger?

Another week, and another display
of the United States administration’s
hypocrisy. It just tried to strong-arm
Anthropic into handing over the eth-
ical red lines of the artificial intelli-
gence company along with its code.
The US administration said: remove
the safeguards preventing your
Claude Al from being used for fully
autonomous targeting. The Pentagon
has a contract worth hundreds of
millions of dollars on the line. And
when Anthropic said “no”, the White
House ordered every federal agency
to “IMMEDIATELY CEASE” using
Anthropic’s tech.

The Pentagon threatened to label
the company a “supply chain risk” —
the kind of scarlet letter usually
reserved for Huawei or Kaspersky. It
even invoked the Defense Produc-
tion Act, a Cold War relic designed
as a cudgel to force industry into
compliance.

A federal judge has since called the
US administration’s actions “uncon-
stitutional retaliation” But the dam-
age is done. The message to every
other AT wunderkind in the Valley is
self-evident: Build a kill switch, and
‘we will make sure you are the one
who gets switched off.

This isn't just a contract dispute.
For years, the chattering classes have
debated “meaningful human con-
trol” over lethal autonomous weap-
ons — what diplomats call LAWS,
The UN chief wants a treaty by 2026.

What They Say

The International Committee of the
Red Cross warns of an acc ili

So what is the international com-
munity d to do? The US has

gap. And some researchers have laid
out the nightmare in clinical detail.

First comes the accountability gap.
1If a machine hallucinates — as large
language models are wont to do —
and mows down a school bus instead
of a missile launcher, who goes to The
Hague? The commander who
deployed it will blame the code. The
programmer will blame the black
box. The machine can’t form criminal
intent or be court-martialed. As
Anthropic’s CEO put it, frontier AI
systems are simply “not reliable
enough” for life-or-death decisions.
They are brilliant pattern matchers
with no moral compass.

Another concern is about distinc-
tion. An algorithm can be trained to
spot a target. But it cannot under-
stand why a tank is a “legitimate” tar-

been vocally against binding “rules’,
calling them “barriers to innovation’,
‘while building its own Al arsenal.
Europe wants precaution. Some oth-
er major players are preparing for
the worst-case scenario. Everyone
wants to win.

Anthropic tried to do the responsi-
ble thing. It drew a line: no lethal
autonomous warfare without human
oversight. No mass surveillance of US
citizens. And for that, the US admin-
istration tried to destroy it.

Some big names in Al have already
dropped the no-weapons pledge,
scrubbed “safety” from their mission,
or shown their readiness to salute.
They have heeded the law: If you
play nice with the generals, you get
the contracts. If you grow a con-
science, you get the boot.

We i

get, or why a

intoa world

plant nearby would constitute a “war
crime” The algorithm cannot show
mercy. It cannot weigh competing
obligations. And as we saw with
some forces’ Al-enabled targeting in
Gaza, when the system decides who
is a militant based on opaque crite-
ria, the result is mass civilian casual-
ties and zero accountability.

And if we build these weapons, they
will spread. Terrorist groups won't
need suicide bombers if they have a
$1,000 quadcopter with facial recogni-
tion and a pre-programmed target list.

where algorithms can pull the trigger.
We need a legally binding treaty, a mor-
atorium on unreliable systems, and
strict and effective regulation on offen-
sive autonomous weapons, if not an
outright ban. But that requires political
will — and right now, Washington's will
is aimed at the wrong target.

The killer robots are coming. And
the only thing standing between us
and an automated Armageddon
might just be a few holdout coders
and a federal judge with a backbone.

— LIYANG, CHINA DAILY

New occupations driving expansion of employment

Editor’s note: Zhao Wen, a research fellow at the Institute of I

and Labor Ee

of the Chinese Acad

of Social Sciences, spoke to Guangming Daily about why new occupations are important for employment in China and
how they can be made more sustainable. Below are excerpts of the interview. The views don’t necessarily represent those

of China Daily.

Widely distributed in the digital
economy, smart manufacturing, mod-
ern services, and green and low-carbon
industries, new occupations have
already created a large number of jobs.

New occupations can help in opti-
mizing the employment structure.
Since these occupations are mostly in
knowledge-i ive and V-

vices has spawned new professions
such as sleep health counselors.

The third field is powered by other
cutting-edge technologies. The
advancement of the low-altitude econ-
omy, the new energy sector and the
energy conservation and environmen-
tal protection industry has cultivated
new ions such as drone swarm

intensive sectors, they require work-
ers to have sophisticated skills and
therefore be paid higher salaries.

Along with these new occupations
will come new ways of working, such
as the work mode based on the
“cloud” and supported by internet
platforms. These new modes will
offer fresh opportunities for workers
living in small towns,

Currently, three fields have great
potential for fostering new occupa-
tions. The first involves new business
forms driven by artificial intelligence,
big data and cloud computing technol-
ogies. The development of these tech-
nologies has led to the emergence of
new jobs, such as generative Al system
testers, specialists operating and main-
taining cloud networking systems and
trainers of Al digital humans.

The second involves sectors nur-
tured by emerging consumer
demand. People’s need for better ser-

flight planners, carbon emissions man-
agers and hydrogen fuel cell testers.
The vitality of these new occupa-
tions depends on whether they can
meet the demand from industries and
consumers and create economic and
social value. A mechanism is needed
to align new occupations with indus-
trial needs. Big data analysis of indus-
tries, surveys of companies and skills
gap assessment should be conducted
on a regular basis to follow the trends
in AL the low-altitude economy,
smart manufacturing and other
emerging sectors, and ensure that the
new occupations are developed in
accordance with market needs.
Industries and universities should
collaborate more closely on this.
Major companies, industry associa-
tions and universities can work
together to formulate standards for
new occupations and design courses
so that students are equipped with

skills truly needed for the jobs.

In addition, a feedback system is
necessary for assessing the employ-
ment of new occupations. Require-
ments for positions, as well as
training courses, should be adjusted
according to the feedback and the
need for industrial upgrading.

People’s needs for personalized,
refined and diverse services are
growing. New occupations enjoy
enormous potential in these sectors.
These new occupations should keep
following people’s demands, and
continue to improve the quality of
the services offered.

New occupations echo job prefer-
ences of the younger generation, who
prioritize self-fulfillment. Relying on
personal skills, aesthetic judgment
and creativity, most new occupations
allow young people to integrate their
interests with careers and pursue
personalized development.

Young people aspire for flexibility
and freedom, something that new
occupations can provide. Without
fixed working hours and office loca-
tions, some new occupations grant
young people greater autonomy. Since
they are developing at a rapid pace,
new occupations may create new pos-
sibilities in the future.
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Good governance
needs long-term
perspective

n many political systems, suceess is
measured by what can be seen
quickly. New buildings come up,
headline projects are

ditions that could be sustained over time.
This logic also explains the growing
emphasns on balancing visible and invisi-

growth figures are offered as pmofof
action. But visibility is not the same as
value, and speed does not guarantee
endurance. Chinese President Xi Jinping
has repeatedly cautioned against the pur-
suit of quick gains, falsified achievements
and image-driven projects, arguing that
political accomplishment must rest on
solid, practical work. His thoughts reflect
amore profound approach to judging
political performance.

This
approach is
systematically
articulated in
China’s concept
of a“correct
understanding
of governance performance” or “correct
view of political achievements” Its core is
to answer the fundamental questions of
for whom achievements are made, what
kind of achievements should be made,
and how to make them, emphasizing
that working for the people’s wellbeing is
the greatest political achievement and
that officials must create tangible
achievements that can stand the test of
practice, the people, and history.

At the center of this approach is a shift
from short-term visibility toward long-
term results. Political achievement
should not be defined only by what is
launched within an official’s term, but by
what continues to function and deliver
benefits after that term ends. Governance
quality matters more than speed. Dura-
bility is more important than spectacle.

This recalibration is closely tied to a
people-centered orientation. Political
suecess is increasingly assessed by
improvements that citizens experience in
daily life. Stable employment, access to
healthcare and education, public safety,
social security, and effective risk preven-
tion have become the real benchmarks of
achievement. Economic growth remains
essential, but it is no longer treated as an
isolated objective. When growth gets
detached from social wellbeing, it ulti-
mately undermines the quality of devel-
opment and public trust.

China’s targeted poverty alleviation
campaign is a good example.

Rather than focusing solely on aggre-
gate growth, policies addressed specific
household-level constraints, from educa-
tion and healthcare access to local
employment opportunities. The empha-
sis was not on symbolic targets, but on
measurable improvements in living con-

ble Large-scale construc-
tion, industrial upgrading and urban
renewal are highly visible and politically
attractive. But it is the less visible ele-
ments, such as regulatory capacity, envi-
ronmental protection, public health
preparedness and social trust that deter-
mine whether development can be sus-
tained. Opposition to vanity projects
reflects the recognition that development
driven by appearance rather than neces-
sity distorts incentives and misallocates
resources.

Environmental governance offers
another familiar illustration. Efforts to
tackle air pollution in major cities such as
Beumg initially imposed economic and

istrative costs. Restrictions on fac-
tories, traffic controls and energy transi-
tions slowed some activities in the short
term. Over time, however, the improved
air quality reduced health risks, raised
living standards in the city and strength-
ened public confidence. What appeared
restrictive at first contributed to improv-
ing the wellbeing of people and more
resilient urban development.

Economic, social and ecological objec-
tives are therefore increasingly treated as
interdependent rather th.m sequential.
Environmental

tral role in reinforcing this shift. Moving
beyond single-minded growth metrics,

ks
incorporate social welfare, environmen-
tal protection, risk public

and erode publlc confidence.

Douglas de Castro

Environmental code
signals China’s
green resolve

he promulgation of China’s first Ecological

and Envi Code marks a signi

development in the global legal landscape. It

represents one of the most ambitious
attempts worldwide in the 21st century to reconcile
the metabolic rift between industrial development
and the biophysical limits of our planet.

From the perspective of Third World approaches to
international law, this move is an exercise of episte-
mic sovereignty by China and a rejection of the frag-
mented, reactive environmentalism of the West in
favor of a proactive, holistic and State-led approach to
ecological civilization.

For decades, China’s environmental governance
relied on over 30 separate laws and a myriad of
administrative regulations. While effective during the
country’s rectification phase, this fragmented system
often led to departmentalism, where the goals of eco-
nomic growth and ecological protection were treated
as competing interests.

The new code resolves these internal contradic-
tions through a dialectical synthesis. By unifying
these laws, China has eliminated the gaps where local
interests or industrial lobbies could formerly exploit
legal ambiguities. This codification represents an
important step forward in the institutionalization
and maturity of environmental rule of law in China. It
is a shift from the management of pollution to the
governance of the ecosystem and signals that the
nation’s green development is no longer merely a poli-
cy preference, but a fundamental legal principle of
the state.

Perhaps the most distine-
tive and far-reaching feature
of the code is the elevation of

service delivery and policy continuity.
This realigns incentives and reduces the

into health burdens and productivity
losses. Social inequality weakens con-
sumption, innovation and long-term sta-
bility. Reckless growth does not advance
modernization, but undermines it. Devel-
opment that internalizes social and eco-
logical costs reduces systemic risk and
builds a more stable foundation for pros-
perity.

Turning principles into practice also
requires confronting formalism and
bureaucratism. Excessive focus on proce-
dures, documents and slogans can hol-
low out governance by replacing

space for driven excesses.
At the same time, evaluation systems
must guard against replacing one nar-
row set of indicators with another. Over-
sight and accountability remain critical.
A defining feature of this approach is
its treatment of time. Short-termism has
long been a structural weakness in devel-
opment governance, particularly where
political cycles compress policy horizons.
By emphasizing continuity and restraint,
China’s current governance discourse

experience highli the
importance of evaluation systems that
reward long-term outcomes over short-
term visibility. Infrastructure that is
maintained, services that remain accessi-
ble and policies that endure across politi-
cal cycles are better indicators of success
than ceremonial launches or headline-
driven initiatives. Continuity, rather than
ceremony, defines real progress.

In this context, China’s evolving con-
cept of political achievement offers useful
reference points. Its value lies not in pro-
viding a model to be copied mechanically,
butin empha;lzmg responsibility, conti-

alonger
Political achievement is judged not only
by immediate output, but by durability

problem-solving with ritual
Falsification and the pursuit of quick
‘wins distort information flows, making it
harder to identify risks and rectify mis-
takes. Once inaccurate reporting
becomes the norm, policymaking loses
its feedback mechanisms and becomes
more prone to miscalculation.

The renewed emphasis on down-to-
earth work seeks to reconnect policy
intent with lived outcomes. Governance
credibility depends less on how perform-
ance is presented than on how accurately
it reflects the reality. Reliable information
and honest evaluation are essential to
sustaining long-term development.

Cadre evaluation systems play a cen-

and resili to shocks.

These challenges are not unique to
China. Indonesia, like many developing
countries, faces similar tensions
between speed and sustainability, and
between visibility and substance. Devel-
opment success is often measured by
‘what is newly built rather than by how
well existing systems function. Several
large infrastructure projects launched
under one administration have stalled
or lost momentum after leadership
changes. At the same time, social pro-
grammes have been rebranded or
revised before their long-term impacts
could be fully assessed. Such disconti-
nuities weaken institutional memory

nuity and

Ultimately, the most endunng political
achievements are often the least dramat-
ic. They quietly reduce structural risks,
strengthen institutional resilience and
build public trust. Modernization is not
defined by speed alone, but by balance,
direction and responsibility. Aligning
ambition with realism and growth with
sustainability is what transforms devel-
opment into durable progress and gov-
ernance into lasting legitimacy. In
governance, what endures speaks louder
than what dazzles.

The author is the executive director of
PARA Syndicate, a Jakarta-based inde-
pendent think tank.

The views don’t necessarily reflect those
of China Daily.

Meng Xiaoxu

Tokyo rekindling a fire that can burn bridges

apanese Prime Minister Sanae

Takaichi’s remarks on Taiwan vio-

lated the one-China principle and

the spirit of the four political doc-
uments that form the foundation of Chi-
na-Japan ties. They crossed the red line
of the post-World War IT international
order and led to a noticeable cooling of
relations.

Despite strong protests from China,
the Takaichi administration has not
walked back on these statements, insist-
ing that its position on Taiwan has not
changed.

Yet a United States intelligence report
released in March pointed out that her
comments differ significantly from those
of previous Japanese leaders, suggesting
ashift in Japan’s approach to the Taiwan
question. Japan’s China policy is moving
toward confrontation.

Japan is turning away from its postwar
pacifist orientation and the earlier con-
sensus on building a mutually beneficial
relationship with China. Instead, it is
using the “China threat” narrative more
frequently to justify this shift.

In February, Takaichi told the Japanese
parliament that China is increasing mili-
tary activities and has “intensified its
attempts to unilaterally change the sta-
tus quo through force or coercion in the
East China Sea and South China Sea”

By naming China as the country’s “big-
gest strategic challenge”, Japan has
begun to move away from its traditional-
ly defensive posture, It has increased
defense spending, accelerated the
deployment of long-range strike capabili-
ties and strengthened its military pres-
ence in the southwestern islands. It has

also reorganized its Self-Defense Forces,
including the maritime, space and intel-

aresurgence of militarism. After World
‘War II, militarism in Japan was never

ligence units, to improve ive
combat capabilities against China.

Japan has also drawn closer to the US
by escalating major-power strategic com-
petition and fostering bloc

fully di: 1 due to protection by the
US. Right-wing forces not only persisted
but gradually gained influence, promot-
mg rewsmmst views of history and

not only affect bilateral cooperation, but
also weigh on regional economic integra-
tion and weaken the Regional Compre-
hensive Economic Partnership.
Adhering to pacifism under its post-
‘war constitution constitutes a solemn

against China. During their meeting in
March, leaders of Japan and the US high-
lighted the importance of “maintaining
peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait”
and discussed deeper operational coordi-
nation to constrain China. They also
agreed to reduce reliance on China in
areas such as critical minerals and rare
earth supply chains.

Tokyo also began to downgrade ties
with Beijing. A draft of Japan’s 2026 Dip-
lomatic Bluebook reportedly describes
China not as “one of its most important”
but simply as an “important neighbor”
Given the Bluebook’s weight in shaping
foreign policy, the change in wording
points to Japan’s confrontation with Chi-
naon diplomacy, trade and security. The
draft also criticizes China’s actions on

for past
aggression. Narratives that reinterpret
wartime history have deeply infiltrated
the SDF. In the push to become a “nor-
mal country’, Japan’s right-wing forces
have sought to sidestep historical ques-
tions while hyping up the “China threat”
theory to redirect public attention out-
ward.

In order to constrain and secure a geo-
political advantage over China, Japan is
sowmg discord in China-US ties and tak-

given by Japan to the inter-
national community. A “new militarism”
would not only trigger countermeasures
from neighboring nations but also fur-
ther erode mutual trust regarding
regional security, thereby destabilizing
the security order in East Asia.

Japan's military transformation and its
hardline stance toward China will only
tarnish Japan's national image. The
country’s efforts to join the US to foment
reglona.l confrontation will result in its

ing of the twi ies’ rival-

icisolation. Southeast Asian

1y. The US, in order to promote its “Indo-
Pacific” strategy and “win over China’,
has eased military constraints over Japan
and supported its military expansion.
Historically, economic crises were the
underlying logic of Japanese aggression
against China. Japan's persistently slug-

nations have clearly expressed their
apprehension regarding the region slid-
ing into Cold War-style bloc confronta-
tion. Japan’s excessive military spending
will exacerbate its fiscal crisis, continue
to crowd out investment in public wel-
fare and lead to a worsening of socio-eco-
nomic

sovereignty issues and echoes
stance on Taiwan.

‘Tensions further heightened when an
SDF officer armed with a knife illegally
broke into the Chinese Embassy in Tokyo
on March 24-and threatened to kill Chi-
nese diplomatic personnel. The episode
reflects the growing visibility of far-right
forces and the development of “new mili-
tarism’, as well as the ]astmg 1mpact of
the Japanese gove

gish y and the ri shiftin
Japanese politics have exacerbated the
rise of the “new militarism” The xeno-
phobic nationalism fueled by an aging
population and the ossification of social
class structures has provided the neces-
sary public opinion support for Japan's
policy of countering China.

In a futile attempt to gain an advan-
tage over China through military con-
and bloc-based rivalry, Japan

approach to history and China-Japan
relations.

‘Takaichi’s remarks and her adminis-
tration’s confrontation with China reflect

has fallen prey to the geostrategic delu-
sion of “being an enemy of one’s neigh-
‘bor” Japan’s provocations and the

deterioration of its ties with China will

As close neighbors, China and Japan
both stand to gain from cooperation and
lose from confrontation. Japan needs to
remain committed to the spirit of the
four political documents between China
and Japan and get back on the right
track. Only then can Japan contribute to
the region’s security and stability.

The author is a researcher at the Insti-
tute of Japanese Studies in the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences.

The views don’t necessarily reflect those
of China Daily.

the dual carbon goals —

akmg carbon dioxide

before 2030 and

ultimately reaching carbon
neutrality before 2060 —
into binding legal provisions These are not
that, when combined with  just govern-
policies, provide robust pro- s
tection for the environment. 1€ stories;
This adds a high-quality they are proof
sla{ldard to the country’s of a different
development path. .

In the liberal international kind of

order, climate goals are often modernization.
treated as aspirational or

subject to the whims of elect-

oral cycles — as seen in the

volatility of the United States climate policy. China’s
approach offers a clear contrast to such policy discon-
tinuity. By embedding these macro-policy goals into a
permanent legal code, China is providing strategic
legal certainty.

The code also indirectly addresses a common eri-
tique from Western legal formalists that Chinese law-
making lacks participation. The process of drafting
this code, which saw over 10,000 public comments
from thousands of citizens during a 45-day window,
tells a different story, a whole-process people’s democ-
racy. To that end, the legitimacy of law is found in its
connection to the material needs of the people.

The code, therefore, is not a top-down decree but a
social contract that reflects a collective identity in
which the notion of a good life is inextricably linked
to ecology.

As a Brazilian scholar, I cannot help but draw paral-
lels with the 1988 constitution of Brazil, which was a
pioneerin i the right to an ically bal-
anced environment as a fundamental human right.
However, while Brazil has often struggled to enforce
these rights under pressure from international capi-
tal, China offers a model of state capacity.

The potential for cooperation between Brazil and
China is immense. Brazil offers decades of experien-
ces in environmental constitutionalism and in the
protection of complex biomes such as the Amazon.
China offers the technological and legal infrastruc-
ture for a green industrial revolution as an alternative
to the Bretton Woods system of development that
brought us to this severe environmental crisis.

Living in China for several years, one sees the green
miracle not just in statistics, but in the sky. I recall the
stories of the Saihanba forest farm workers in north-
ern Hebei province, who turned a desert into a vast
forest over three generations, or the restoration of the
Yellow River. These are not just governance stories;
they are proof of a different kind of modernization.

Much of the Western model of modernization was
built on the externalization of environmental costs,
often onto the colonies and the Global South. China is
undertaking one of the first large-scale attempts at
legal modernization in history to internalize those
costs, an approach that rejects the “pollute first, clean
up later” path of the 19th and 20th centuries.

The Ecological and Environmental Code of China is
amessage to the world. It asserts that the climate cri-
sis cannot be solved by market mechanisms alone,
but requires the firm hand of a coordinated, legal and
state-led strategy.

For Latin America, cooperation with China in clean
energy, electric vehicles and sustainable agriculture is
not just a commercial transaction but also a geopoliti-
cal necessity. By aligning our legal and economic sys-
tems toward a green transition, we are building a
community with a shared future for humanity that is
grounded in the material reality of our shared planet
and local realities.

‘We are witnessing the end of the era in which the
economy and ecology were seen as a zero-sum game.
Under the new code, the economy is the ecology. The
law has finally caught up with the majesty of the nat-
ural world.

The author is a professor of international law at the
School of Law of Lanzhou University, Lanzhou, China.
The views don’t necessarily represent those of China
Daily.
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Regional quartet offer Trump a final off-ramp

four-way foreign ministers’

meeting held in Islam

ahad on Sunday may be

the reglon’s best — and

last — chance to arrest the

stide toward full-scale war
in the Arablan Gull and beyond. Rring-
ing together Saudi Arabia, Turkive, Egypt
and Pakistan, the gathering represented
a genuine opportunity for countries di-
rectly impacted by the US-1sraeli military
campalgn against Iran to forge a unified
front and present a eredible initiative for
de-escalation and an eventual peaceful
resolution,

In a video statement, Pakistani Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar said the foreign minis-
ters discussed “possible ways to bring an
early and permanent end to the war” in
the Middle East. He added that all sides
had expressed confidence in Pakistan's
facilitation and that China “fully supports”
the initiative to host potential US-fran talks
in Islamabad.

FPakistan has emerged as a key mediator
between Tehran and Washington since
the US and Israel attacked Iran on Feb. 28,

Pakistan’s unique
standing —
maintaining ties
with both the
Iranian leadership
and the White
House — gives it
leverage

prompting counterattacks from Tehran on
American interests, as well as oil and other
infrastructure in Gulf Arab countries.

1ts unigue standing — maintaining ties
with both the Iranian leadership and the
White House — gives it leverage that could
translate into real diplomatic movement.
That potential is reinforced by the backing
of the three other powers at the table;
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Turkiye. Together,
they carry the political weight to make
Washington listen.

Rivadh, Ankara and Cairo have already
staked oul a principled and consistent
position: while they have condemned
Tran's altacks against Gulf states, they have
firmly opted for a political resolution over
military escalation. That stance reflects
both strategic calculation and regional
responsibility — and it gives the Islamabad
meeting a solid foundation on which to
build a unified regional initiative.

The message from Islamabad dampens
calls for a US ground incursion against
Tran. Any such move would not only
extinguish whatever diplomatic prospects
remain but also dramatically raise the

OBAMA AL-BEHARIF
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stakes for Gulf states that have so far
managed to stay on the sidelines, The
message also calls for an immediate cease-
fire and a return to negotiations — giving
buth Washington and Tehran a face-saving
framework to step back from the brink

What Gulf countries should make clear is
their rejection of any US escalation in the
form of a ground invasion or the destruc-
tion of Iranian power, oil and desalination
plants. A desperate Iranian retaliation
would almost certainly target Gulf power
and desalination infrastructure, with
catastrophic consequences. Possible US
and Israeli strikes on Iran's nuclear facili-
ties — particularly those near the Arabian
Gulf coast — could also unleash deadly
radiation clouds.

After a month of heavy bombardment of
Tranian strategic sites, the priority now is
toreach a deal that will reopen the Strait
of Hormuz, which Iran has effectively shut
down. Iran’s nuclear program has heen
either destroyed or rendered offline for
many years — that objective of the wa
has largely been achieved. The program’s
future can be settled through negotiations,

The war has also dealt a serious
blow to the global economy, especially
the economies of the Gulf Trump must
take the interests of these countries into
account as he ponders his next move. A
takeover of Kharg Island or an attempt
10 loosen Trans grip on the Strait of
Hormuz would almost certainly prove
inconclusive — and the effects would be
devastating.

A negotiated deal remains possible,

Both sides will have to make compromises
but that route must be explored exten-
sively, with the interests of all parties
taken into consideration. One important
caveat: what the US and its regional

allies seek may not align with the objec
tives of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu,

The statement from [slamabad
challenges Washington's current trajec-
tory and Israel’s maximalist war aims, It
may not be welcomed by either. But it may
also be the only credible off-ramp left
and the region's most powerful states owe
it to themselves, and to the broader Middle
East, to take it
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We are commanded
to stand with those
who are persecuted
and to work toward
the dignity and
freedom ofall
people

Passover: A celebration of human interdependence

he festival of Passover,
which the Jewish people
observe this vear at the
beginning of this month,
is the cornerstone of Jew
ish identity. The defining
message of Passover is enduring: we, too,
were strangers in pharacnic Egypt, 3,300
years ago.
For the Jewish people, this is not merely
a historical recollection, it is a moral
imperative. Because we know the experi-
ence of subjugation and oppression, we
are commanded to stand with those who
are vulnerable and persecuted and to
work toward the dignity and freedom of all
people,
This cthic has shaped Jewish life for
generations.
Acruss decades, the Jewish community

has been at the forefront of the pursuit of
civil rights, social justice and interfaith
understanding. From the Amertcan civil
rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s
to modern interfaith engagement across
the Arabian Gulf and the broader Muslim
world, these relationships have been
fostered on a shared belief that human
dignity must transcend division.

Judaism teaches that every human
being is created in the image of God and
Islam affirms that same truth, Both tradi-
tions call on us to protect the stranger, to
uplift the oppressed and to pursue justice
with humility and compassion. These
are not abstract ideals. They are binding
responsibilities,

Passover provides the framework for this
reflection

Each year at the Passover ritual meal,
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known as the Seder, we proclaim: “Let all
who are hungry come and eat.” This decla-
ration affirms that freedom must be incly-
sive and that no one should be excluded
from dignity. The Talmud teaches that one
cannot fully rejoice in their own liberation
while others remain in need.

Equally central is the commandment
that in every generation, each person must
see themselves as if they personally went
out of shavery, This teaching demands
empathy and accountability, It requires us
to internalize the experience of oppression
so that we act with urgency and responsi-
bility in the present.

The challenges we lace today, including
rising antisemitism and Islamophobta,
deepening divisions and the erosion of
trust hetween faith communities, require
more than rhetoric. They demand renewed

commitment to partnership, honesty and
shared responsibility.

Judaism and Iskum remind us that
humanily is one family created by God,
That shared betief has guided decades of
interfaith engagement and has brought
Muslim and Jewish leaders closer together
in ways once thought impossible,

Knowing that we were once strangers,
we must also recognize that no commu-
nity can afford to stand alone, Our shared
faith traditions teach that we are bound
together not only by memory but by
responsibility — and that responsibility
requires clarity, reciprocity and the
willingness to stand with one another

The Passover festival celebrates our
interdependent, interconnected and
intervelated family of values, ideals and
responsibilities,
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Can new military tech be a magic wand to victory?

hroughout history, those

who wage war have sought

# decisive weapon, one that

would grant them an unas-

sailable advantage, deter

their enemies or deliver
victory on the battlefield, ideally quickly
and at low cost. In modern times, warfare
and the ways In which strategic objectives
are p 1 have been rep diy re-
shaped by the introduction of gunpowder,
artiflery, machine guns

low-cost yet highly effective real-time
surveillance and, more frighteningly,
precise strike capabilities. Some argue
that their combination of affordability and
efficiency has “democratized™ firepower
— albeit with the troubling consequence
of prolonging conflicts while inflicting
widespread suffering. Their prolifera-
tion is also increasingly likely to spread to
other areas of conflict.

The war in Ukraine, now stretching

over several years, and

and, later, warplanes, ".‘ the war in Iran demon-
missiles, nuclear weap- strate how relatively

ons and now digitization Drones possess inexpensive weapons can
e Svmwsaieenwe (SN
mmﬁwd a’u:ﬂul characteristics that ur intercepted, {lxdr low
vehicles, more commonly  Set them apart from  cost, long-range reach
known as drones, have carlier military and precision make them
come to the fore, marking technologies highly effective tools

the latest phase in the for translating military
evolution of military action into political

technology. Their extensive use is evident
in Ukraine and, more recently, in the
wir nvolving Iran. These systems are
transforming warfm no( only lrchmally
but also pr i as
flying machines are incmuingi) used
to kill, destroy and instill fear o civilian
populations,

Drones p several disti

leverage. As a result, they are becoming
a weapon of choice not only for well-
resourced militaries but also for those
with limited means,

In Ukraine, the now familiar, if deeply
unwelcome, sight of waves of Iranian-
designed Shahed-136 drones jand now
Rum:m mannrauun-d versions too) has

a ing feature of the conflict.

characteristics that set them apart from
earlier military technologies. They offer

These single-use dmnes. relatively slow
atabout 185 km per bour, can travel up to
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2,500 km and cost between $20,000 and
$50,000 each. Despite their simplicity,
they have played a major robe in sustaining
the war,

Tran is now wsing similar systems to
project power across the Middle East,
including threats to maritime routes
such as the Strait of Hormuz While they
lack the sophistication of cruise missil
they are far cheaper. For comparison, a
Tomahawk missile can cost about $3.6

defending against drones presents a
serious challenge. Interceptors are expen-
sive and often in limited supply. As David
Petracus and Clara Kaluderovie recently
noted in Foreign Policy, "you cmno! snlve
a cheap problem with expensiy
and expect 1o remain solvent.”
Consequently, the next phase of drone
warfare is already emerging, focused
on developing cost-effective counter-
measures. These include radio jamming

million and take up to systems that disrupt

two years to produce, “ communication between

yet may not always be drones and their opera-

more effective in terms of Much of the ra“d tors, acoustic sensors that

disruption. detect their distinctive
As the war has turned development and sound, high-resalution

out to be longer and more deployment of drones optical systems and

costly than expected — has beenshaped by  advanced radar.

and also because of the lessons learned in As with all new military

spiraling cost of suphisti- Ukraine technologies, early

cated military platforms adopters gain an advan-

and munitions — drones
that can be manufactured with at least
some parts from off-the-shell ¢

tage, at beast temporarily.
However, this is invariably followed by the
rapid devel of

are becoming more attractive.

Much of the rapid development and
deployment of drones has been shaped
by lessons learned in Ukraine, further
influencing other arenas, as seen with Iran.

The wars in Ukraine and involving Iran
confirm that we have entered the age of
drones. Given their relative affordability
and ease of production, drones are likely to
pmm'cnlr reshaping future conflicts and

Last year, Ukraine reportedly produced 4
million drones, with plans to increase that
number to 7 million.

Despite high interception rates,

current norms of warfure, Thu
suggests that the quest for a single magic
wand in warfare may be lusory and only
causes an arms race and more contlict,

Egypt seeks to prevent region being redrawn by force

Lypt's stance on the ongo-
ing war in the region cannot
be understood as a simple,

entrenching the logic of conflict,
In practice, Cairo has translated this
Into active engagement with Tehran,

Cairo is using a multilayered
policy built on contxmmcnl,

Tati

Arab capitals, Washi and other
international actors, repeatedly stressing
that a military solution is neither viable
nor i

political de-

i dofe 1 dlccindi

andi
Tts objective is to prevent the war fmm
reshaping the region by force, while at
the same time avoiding being drawn into

At the regional level, Egypt has sought
o balimce two positions that may appear
contradictory at first glanoe. On the
one hand, it has condemned attacks

the fromt lines, militarily targeting Arab states and
or politically. N reaffirmed its solidarity
This ks why its official 6. with the security of the
::m e{':n subdued, I‘:‘\ the I ;:1::1:1 has msis(ue: -
at moments when public 'vel, Egypt allowing that solidarity to
sentiment runs hotterand  Sought to balance twWo  wuive into open military
expectations from allied positions that may alignment or a broader
e oy PO comtradiclery 0T 0
has made Egypt's position at first glance clear: ves to the security

vulnerable Lo misinter-
pretation and, at times, exploitation. It has
cven fueled social media clashes between
users in Gulf countries and their counter-
parts in Egypt, often in a populist tone that
does more harm than good.

Al the official diplomatic level, Egypt's
position has been largely consistent,
calling for de-escalation, protecting Arab

of Arab states, but no to
turning the region into a theater of full-
scale confrontation.

This “calm” Egyptian stance, so
described by various parties, has not
always been well received across different
levels in Gulf countries, Many had
expected a stronger, faster and move vocal
response condemning ranfan attacks on
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the close relations built over recent years.
While officials on both sides have
affirmed that relations remain unaffected,
it would be unrealistic to deny that
something has shifted in the atmosphere.
Observers note that, in such a climate,
institutions and responsible voices on both
sides can play a critical role in containing
the wave of tension and verbal exchanges
unfolding on social mcdnl whkh are umm

even though it is no less profound.

As for those seeking to exploit the situa-
thon, several actors are at play. Some polit-
fcal currents are attempting to use the war
to portray the Egyptian state as hesitant or
disconnected from public sentiment.

Egypt is not absent from the scene. Itis
moving with careful, delicate calculation.
1t is attempting 1o balance four core priori-
ue: plmcnnng a comprehensive rcg‘oml

driven by emoti b nding Arab
rhietorie and at times preserving the trajec-
inflamed by actors intent “ tory of the Palestinian
on pouring fucl on the fire, cause, and avoiding severe
:::«nﬂ;lf:::ewm it flt'n‘m e wcurlt)" mn'lmm:\n:
hardening (nto a more diffl- Egypt’s position The debate surrounding
cult and lasting rift. the subjectofsuch  juyiic opinion in Egypt
Thereis clearsympathy  jntense debate isnot  reflects, in part, a misun-
:m'm the Palestinian c:«.’lu its weakness but ::::m'ﬁ ::‘ :5:11 expres-
escalation. There ks also a its wt the country and a failure
firm rejection and condem- to grasp the layered

nation of ranian attacks on Gulf states, At

nature of Egyptian society, historically,

the same time, there is genul 2

anxiety, which makes public sentiment

complex and layered rather than uniform.
This intersection of political anger

and economic concern produces a

cautious balance in the public mood:

culturally and socially. 1t is also fueled by
deliberate attempts from certain quarters
to exploit the moment and disrupt intra-
Arab relations.

What makes Egypt's position the sulject
of such intense debate is not its weakness
but its weight. Egyp! remains a central

sl Copt i Sy solidarity and frustration on the one hand
states from the fallout of war, maintaining Arab states, along with an immediate and X @ALMonawy and fear of Lhe consequences of war on actor in the equation of regional stability
upt'ndumu-ls vmh all parties and unequivocal declarstion of support for the e P——— the other. This is why public expression and any shift in its pesition las the poten-
for futions rather than Gulf. These expectations were shaped by wwer may seem less loud than some expect, thal to alter the balance of the entire region,
ARAB NEWS WELCOMES L Matooeo 2 O Omsn 200 P. Pakistan 19 A ADVERTIGING SURSCRIPTION
srm FEEDSACK FROM READERS Phiopines 29 B Qatar 2 QR Singpors S Syria BAUDI RESEARCH AND MEDHA GROUP Moad OfMoe: (Riyadh)
P e b Lettnes sant from within the Kingdom shoud 20, Thatand 46 BHT. UAE 2 AED, UK 90 P.US KSA: 40085~ 1204 G800 P06 22304, Syach 11203
inelicks the wilter's tama, asdress. phone ard (0 $1.50: Rapuhic of Yarsan it 50; Sudan 25 R UAE: +571 4 2906800 Tot [SE6- 14418532 Flx (BUE- 04425053
Establlshed In K87 by rarnbiars. £-mats from raaders sbioad should E-malt revenue@armg com TOLL FREE. +866-800. 544007
InGhude & rema wnd city LeTier s SHoud be meded Wehisite: www.sereg com Email nfoparabemediscs
oo w0 R0 Bow 478, Riyadh 11411, Saud Araivia. Tel Web: www arabmediaco com
.. ai SOOTIISI00 - Viska BOSTAAISOTT SRPC AND APFILIATED AGENCIES
« E-malh general@acabness com JEDDAM: Tol (960-121303- 8200, DISTRIBUTION AGENT CENTER
ARAB NE\‘S m 7 . TOLL FREE: (968|800 2320072 Miynde PO Bax 212
3 Fie: (D08~ 12838778 MIVADK: Tol (0606111213~ Mead Office: {Riyndh): P.0 Scxc 82118 Ryad 198 W iy
5 2 dhaly MtBMATONal MEWBnADY Dutished Uy the COITORIAL: gui W Ghurakrmms.Com HO00, Paw: (966-11442-5004, DAMMAN: Tt Tee 0551114418533, Fae [S06-1421277E Lo Pt _,u:,m o

Founched 1 10979 by
Hesham & Muhammad Al Hafiz

Editor-n-Ohiaf
Falaul 2 Abbas

Dugnty Editern-Glvar
Nooc Osama Nugnk

vardan 290 Fis; Kuwalt 200 Fils, Labanan 1000

® {S06-5IBID-I8IV. Fax: (9651308340433, ABU
OMABE Tt (071-21681-5000. Fux, (971- 2081
TG CAIRG: Twi (203-3|742-2779 (202-¥Fa0-
2996, (202- 23388034, Fax. {202-0(785-2083,
1202-30724-2855 MOROQCO: Tax (212837282~
@96, P (202-8371683-815 JORDAN: Tot
1962-6)9053-7101, (862 6)081-T103, (982.0)853-
BAUT, Fux (902-51533-7103 LONDON, Tel (48~
20/7831-9) Fax {44-2017031-230

TOLL FREE NUMBER. 5002440076

PRINTED AT: HALA FRNTING CO. RIYADN

Sarvain 200 Fils fren 200 R EDotLES
India 2 8, Inclonesia 2000 8; ynpan 234 Y.

E-muh nfodsenud-detnbision com
Western Region T (06020050900
Easteen Raglon Tei |005-01047-3909
Bouthern Reglon, T (106~ 22-8009
Northern 1o (BOT-1E1324-2070

Ouomi Tt [HTH-A001-8003 Fax 91-20351-030¢

Kuwait) Tal [HE5IE50-4502 Far BOTHBI-4702
Maname: 7o 573170

Abu Dhabh T# (571-20673-3200, Fax 187-21673-2084

Sales: Tel (F00-T04708007
Fax 1906- 154708920
W kT IRk CoAr

OISCLAIMER
Viwws capransad by writars
In this section are ther
own and do not necessarily
refiact Arab News’ paint of wiew.




