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Time to push back
The US. has been emboldened to make
increasing demands on India
T he latest accusation levelled by the Unit-

ed States against India has the potential

to be the most harmful to the Indian eco-
nomy. A recent White House report, naming
around 40 countries in all, has said that India
ranks among the top ‘enablers’ of China’s evasion
of U.S. tariffs. The accusation is that India and
these other countries are importing Chinese
goods, making minor modifications to them, and
then exporting them to the U.S. at lower tariffs
than what Chinese goods would have faced. The
fact that Chinese imports form a significant pillar
of Indian manufacturing is no secret. Yet, the na-
ture of these imports is slowly changing. India is
gradually moving away from importing finished
products, making cosmetic changes, and selling
them. Instead, the share of intermediate goods in
Indian imports from China has been steadily ris-
ing. That is, India is doing much of its own as-
sembly and manufacturing in several sectors
now, relying on China and other countries for the
parts needed. This shift is an important step to-
‘wards full-scale manufacturing in India. The U.S.
has not yet announced punitive actions based on
its assessment of apparent Chinese tariff evasion,
though that eventuality is conceivable. However,
should it do so, India must resist bowing to U.S.
pressure on this issue. As even the government
has admitted, Chinese imports right now are an
important part of the Make in India story.

The fear of India bowing to U.S. pressure is
based on precedent. In his first term as U.S. Presi-
dent, Donald Trump railed against India’s tariffs
on high-end motorcycles. In 2018, India cut these
tariffs to 50% from the earlier 60%-75%, and then
cut them further to 40% in February 2025, before
trade deal talks had even started. Similarly, it
slashed the import duties on shrimp feed and its
components in the February 2024 Budget, a key
ask of the U.S. It did the same with tariffs on fro-
zen duck and turkey. The pressure of the 50%
punitive tariffs pushed India to diversify away
from Russian oil, despite India’s strident claims
of energy sovereignty and the discount it was re-
ceiving. Russia’s share in India’s oil imports fell to
below 20% in January 2026, from nearly double
that when the 50% tariffs were imposed six
months earlier. This had happened with Vene-
zuelan oil in 2019 as well. It was the West Asia cri-
sis, and the U.S’s temporary reprieve, that has
seen India turning back to Russian oil. Allowing
FDIin the e-commerce inventory model, as India
recently did, was something Amazon had been
lobbying for for a decade, and a dilution of India’s
long-held stance. The U.S. can wield immense
pressure and so concessions are understandable.
But that has emboldened it to make increasing
demands. India needs to start pushing back.

Beyond America

Arab states can no longer depend on

the US. for their security needs

onald Trump’s threat to bomb Oman, a
n long-standing American ally in the Per-
sian Gulf, reflects both his administra-
tion’s deepening frustration with the war against
Iran and Washington’s declining influence in the
region. This is the second time that the U.S. lead-
er has threatened to attack Oman, which hosted
talks between Washington and Tehran before he
launched the war on February 28. When Mr.
Trump backed down from a threatened escala-
tion after 13 days of bombing on Iran in July, he
said the U.S. and Iran were close to a deal on reo-
pening the Strait of Hormuz, which was closed by
Iran after it was attacked. But Iran never said that
it had agreed to a deal with the U.S. over the Strait
and instead issued several demands, including
releasing frozen funds and issuing sanctions re-
lief, as preconditions for any agreement. Ever
since, Oman, under U.S. influence, has been talk-
ing to Iran seeking a settlement. As Iran, which
survived two rounds of U.S. bombings, refused to
offer major concessions, the U.S.’s frustration
with Oman has deepened. Mr. Trump has repeat-
edly claimed that the Strait of Hormuz was open,
but traffic through the waterway, through which
one-fifth of the world’s seaborne oil passed be-

fore the war, is nowhere near its pre-war levels.
The war has raised questions about America’s
regional security strategy and its commitment to
the security of its allies. Over the years the U.S.
had built military bases across the Persian Gulf.
However, Tehran has turned these bases into a
liability by repeatedly striking them and their
host countries. At least 15 American bases, in-
cluding the Fifth Fleet Headquarters in Bahrain,
are either damaged or destroyed, which has sub-
stantially reduced the U.S's strategic presence.
But Mr. Trump does not seem to grasp the se-
riousness of the situation. Instead of reassuring
the allies, he is now threatening to bomb them
because they are not able to deliver on his push
for a face-saving deal with Iran. From day one of
the war, his threats and rhetoric did little to ad-
'vance America’s strategic goals or deter Iran. But
Mr. Trump, stuck deep in the Persian sands, ap-
pears unable to change tack. Whether he ack-
nowledges America’s growing limitations in West
Asia or not, countries in the region confront a
new strategic reality: the foundations of the old
security architecture have been shaken. In their
hour of need, American bases have turned out to
be a liability. They should also recognise that the
decades-old policy of containing Iran has failed.
To ensure their own security and regional stabil-
ity, the Persian Gulf countries need to look
beyond the American security umbrella and lay
the foundations for a new regional order, shaped
by a cold peace between the Arab states and Iran.

Employment guarantee has slipped into limbo

ural workers are paying a heavy price

for the Union Government's

ill-conceived tinkering with India’s

employment guarantee law. Indeed,
evidence is mounting of an unprecedented crash
in employment generation under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) and its successor, the Viksit
Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) alias VB-G RAM G Act.

One aspect of this crash has been widely
noted: the 50% decline in employment
generation under VB-G RAM G in July 2026,
vis-a-vis MGNREGA in the same month last year.
The 50% estimate is actually based on a
premature figure of 7.7 crore person-days for July
2026. The latest figure is 8.3 crore, and the final
figure is likely to be around 9 crore according to
the Ministry of Rural Development. But even if we
accept this anticipated total for July, the decline
vis-a-vis July 2025 would be above 40%, which is a
massive setback.

Misleading excuse

The Ministry of Rural Development made a lame
attempt to attribute this setback to the fact thata
few States explicitly suspended VB-G RAM G in
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Employment decline in April-July 2026
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parts of July 2026 under Section 6 of the Act, but
this is the mother of all red herrings. For one
thing, these States account for a small share of
total MGNREGA employment, and the July 2026
decline looks much the same in proportionate
terms when these States are left out. For another,
the July decline is just the continuation of a crisis
that began earlier.

Some background may help. A Bill paving the
way for the replacement of MGNREGA with VB-G
RAM G was rushed through Parliament in
December 2025. The Rural Development Minister
announced, at that time, that the replacement
would take place on April 1, 2026. However,
nothing of the sort happened on April 1.
Evidently, the Ministry was not ready for the
transition. The Rules, in particular, had not been
framed. MGNREGA continued, by default.

On May 22, 2026, the Ministry released draft
VB-G RAM G Rules for public consultation. These
Rules are mainly a rehash of MGNREGA rules and
orders. Release of the final Rules began at the end
of June, just on time for the official replacement
of MGNREGA with VB-G RAM G on July 1. VB-G
RAM G wage rates were also notified on June 30,
with a minimum norm of 3300 per day — much
the same as the earlier MGNREGA norm of 3100
per day at 2009-10 prices.

The transition, the ground reality
During the first three months of this financial
year (April to June), confusion prevailed. To
paraphrase Gramsci, the old world of MGNREGA
was dying, and the new world of VB-G RAM G
was struggling to be born. In some districts,
MGNREGA functionaries refused to open new
works. In many areas, there was no MGNREGA
work at all. This was a serious lapse, as
MGNREGA is normally at a peak during these
summer months (a slack agricultural season in
large parts of India). The limbo continued in July
2026, when VB-G RAM G made a faltering start.
In 2024-25 and 2025-26, the first four months
of the financial year (April to July) accounted for
nearly 50% of annual employment generation —
128 crore and 119 crore person-days, respectively.
In 2026-27, however, MGNREGA and VB-G RAM G
generated only 70 crore person-days of
employment in the same months — a decline of
43% from the average of the preceding two years.
Employment declined in all major States, but
the decline was far from uniform across States
(see chart). It was relatively small in a few States
(example, Andhra Pradesh, Assam and

), but larger than 40% in most States. In
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10 out of 19 major States, the decline ranged
between 60% and 85%. States where employment
generation came to a virtual standstill in
April-july 2026 include Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Jharkhand, some of India’s largest
and poorest States.

This crash in employment is all the more
startling as the transition to VB-G RAM G was
supposed to lead to a huge increase in
employment generation. The VB-G RAM G
allocation in the 2026-27 Union Budget is 395,692
crore —a little more than the actual MGNREGA
expenditure in 2025-26. The total VB-G RAM G
budget, inclusive of State contributions (40% of
the total for most States), was due to shoot up to
1.5 lakh crore or so — an increase of about 70%
vis-a-vis MGNREGA expenditure in 2025-26. With
‘wages more or less unchanged in real terms, one
would expect this enhanced budget to trigger a
big increase in employment generation. Instead,
the first four months of 2026-27 witnessed an
unprecedented crash.

An uncertain road ahead

1t is, of course, too early to pass judgement on
VB-G RAM G. But the launch is certainly a damp
squib as things stand. The fact that employment
generation has been virtually nil for months in
some of India’s largest and poorest States is
particularly alarming.

The situation may improve in the next few
months, but it is hard to see how the projected
VB-G RAM G expend:ture of 215 lakh crore in
2026-27 is going to materialise. Wage payments
may face serious problems too, with the
imposition of facial recognition at the worksite
and Centre-State cost-sharing. The outlook is
bleak.

Avision for an inclusive Bangladesh

he July Uprising of 2024 was not an
T isolated event in Bangladesh. Rather, it

was the culmination of nearly two
decades of democratic struggle.

Bangladesh has a long and strong history of
striving for democracy. The Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), which is currently in
government, has consistently advocated
democracy and contributed to efforts to build an
inclusive society in which freedom of speech,
social harmony, the rule of law, and human rights
are upheld.

Since the July Uprising, the BNP, as the
country’s largest political party, has repeatedly
emphasised the importance of keeping society
united and building a better Bangladesh for all.

In the aftermath of the uprising, the then BNP
Chairperson and former Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, in a video message, called for “no
destruction, no revenge, no vengeance”, and
urged the people to build a society based on
knowledge, peace, and justice.

Towards an inclusive and equal Bangladesh
Following the july Uprising and the fall of the
previous regime, Bangladesh Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman strongly condemned mob
violence and repeatedly emphasised the
importance of protecting the rights and dignity of
every citizen, including religious and ethnic
minorities.

‘The BNP’s traditional position on minority
rights is rooted in the principle that Bangladesh
should not be defined through a
majority-minority framework. Regardless of
religion, race, geographical location, or
ideological position, every citizen in the country
should be able to enjoy their religious, political,
cultural, and social rights without hindrance. The
government’s position is that religion is an
individual matter, but the state is for all.

This principle is also reflected in the
government’s pubhc programmes. At the
beginning of major state functions, verses and
teachings from the Koran, the Gita, the Tripitaka,
and the Bible are presented, reflecting the
government’s stated commitment to respecting

Shahadat Shadhin

Deputy Press
Secretary to the
Prime Minister,
Government of the
People’s Republic
of Bangladesh

Under Prime
Minister Tarique
Rahman,
Bangladesh's
democratic
journey seeks
inclusion,
equality, dignity,
and accountable
governance

citizens of all faiths equally. For the first time in
Bangladesh’s history, the Tarique Rahman
government has appointed Bijon Kanti Sarkar as
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister, with the
status of a state Minister and responsibility for
minority rights. The appointment is intended to
strengthen institutional attention to minority
concerns and provide a channel through which
their issues can be brought directly to the Prime
Minister’s attention.

The Bangladesh government has also sought to
ensure broader representation in public
institutions, the Cabinet, and Parliament.
Alongsnde Hindu representatives and an

repr from the Chitta
Hill Tracts, the party nominated Anna Minj to a
reserved parliamentary seat. She belongs to the
Oraon indigenous community and also
represents the Christian community. These
appointments reflect the objective of building a
more inclusive political system.

Another significant social-welfare initiative is
the provision of allowances to religious

serving in temples,
Buddhist monasteries, and churches. The policy
is intended to recognise religious institutions
across communities on an equal basis and
demonstrate the government’s commitment to
treating citizens from all faiths with equal dignity.

Honouring 1971, embracing 2024

The BNP’s commitment to Bangladesh’s founding
history is also deeply rooted in its institutional
heritage. The party’s founder, Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman, was the proclaimer of
independence in 1971 and a valiant freedom
fighter of the nation. The spirit and legacy of the
Liberation War therefore remain central to the
party’s political identity.

For the BNP, upholding the aspirations of 1971
means ensuring democracy, development,
human rights, and national dignity. The party has
also strongly rejected attempts, particularly in the
period following August 5, to create a false
conflict between the legacy of 1971 and the
aspirations associated with the events of 2024.

The two moments should not be viewed as

competing narratives. The year 1971 is the root of
Bangladesh’s national identity, while 2024
represents a renewed inspiration for democratic
aspirations and political transformation.

This understanding has also been reflected in
the government’s symbolic initiatives. After
assuming office, Prime Minister Tarique Rahman
named galleries in Parliament in honour of the
heroes of 1971 and 2024. He also named the main
entrance of Parliament after General M.A.G.
Osmani, the commander-in-chief of Bangladesh’s
Liberation War.

Domestic and foreign policy

The government’s domestic policy priority is to
ensure quality education and proper health care
for every citizen. As a delta nation, it also
prioritises sustainable development and
environmental conservation. It focuses on job
creation, social welfare, human development,
economic diplomacy, global trade, and strategic
partnerships around the world.

Regarding foreign policy, the government
believes in putting Bangladesh first and adopting
a selfrespecting, active, and responsible global
position based on equality, fairness, and mutual
respect.

The founder of the BNP, Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman, was a proponent of the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), and the party continues to prioritise
making SAARC more effective. Bangladesh’s
current government promotes friendly bilateral
relations with other countries, including its
neighbours, on the basis of sovereign equality,
national dignity, non-interference in each other’s
internal affairs, and mutual benefit.

Under Tarique Rahman’s leadership,
Bangladesh seeks to build a people-centred
welfare system and a society based on peace,
justice, and equality for people of all religions
and beliefs. Overall, these initiatives demonstrate
an attempt to connect Bangladesh’s historic
struggle for democracy, human rights, inclusion,
and accountable governance.

Theviews expressed are personal
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Students bear the burden
The Jharkhand students’
agitation, coming as it does
close on the heels of the
recently held CJP-led Jantar
Mantar agitation, has put
the nation on edge. It
signifies that the agony and
angst of the student
community are not
localised or limited to Delhi
and Jharkhand but are
spreading like a pandemic
across the country. This
exposes the decadence of
the entire education and

examination ecosystem in
the country and the lack of
accountability in the
governing architecture.
What is all the more
deplorable and intriguing is
that not only have
paper-leak cases occurred
with alarming frequency,
but the results of
examinations conducted
without any reported leaks
have also not been declared

utter dismay of job-seeking
students. The selling of jobs
for money by those sitting
at the helm of affairs makes
the problem all the more
vicious and difficult for
poor, eligible students to
cope with in a system mired
in corruption. Although
education is a subject on
the Concurrent List under
the Constitution, this
malady needs to be

forino ly long
periods, for no ostenslble
reason, to the chagrin and

through drastic
measures at the national
level. Those responsible for

this mess need to be
brought to book and meted
out exemplary punishment
through time-bound legal
proceedings. The issue
needs to be addressed lock,
stock, and barrel; otherwise,
the crisis could put the
whole nation on the boil
sooner rather than later.
Ravi Mathur,

Noida, Uttar Pradesh

Elections and finance
It is an open secret that
money power is one of the

deciding factors in
determining the outcome of
elections (Inside pages,
“Black money in elections
hampers democracy, says
Supreme Court”, August 18).
Money is spent like water,
and cases of large amounts
of currency being seized are
regularly reported.

The job of the Election
Commission of India does
not begin and end with
conducting polls and
declaring results. It also
needs to scrutinise

expenditure on the massive
arrangements made during
election campaigns.
Political parties should be
required to disclose and
substantiate the sources of
their funds. While the
government insists on curbs
on FCRA, why is it silent on
massive election
expenditure?
Balasubramaniam Pavani,
Secunderabad

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
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Education must change to account for Al

he spectre of a world

orchestrated by

Artificial Intelligence

(AI) looms over
discussions at coffee tables, in
industry, and in the corridors of
power. Opinions about what the
near future portends range widely.
While some suggest
superintelligence is only a few
years away, others say it is many
years away. Questions about
education too are frequent, but
mostly with respect to teaching
and examinations. Only a few
bring up preparedness for the jobs
of the near future.

The nature of work at every
level is changing rapidly and
unpredictably. It is not just that
‘vibe coding’ threatens to render
much routine coding obsolete.
With wisely configured agents and
other tools, even important work
can be made routine, leaving
fewer employees to provide
careful oversight.

An overhaul of work
The same acceleration is coming
to manufacturing, and will affect
every sector in which India has
strengths. In generic drugs and
biosimilars, Al is reshaping
molecule screening and
formulation, while robotics and
machine vision will increasingly
handle synthesis and quality
control. Vaccine development and
manufacture will also change
visibly: Al can help design
antigens and predict immune
responses, while robotic
bioreactors, automated fill-finish
lines, and Al-managed logistics
will make production faster,
cleaner, and more precise.

Indian industry will no doubt
pivot to meet these challenges.
Companies may survive and
prosper, but their employee
profiles will change dramatically.
Many entry-level positions will
disappear, but people with deep
domain expertise will still be
needed, and such expertise
cannot magically be acquired at
the point of entry.

The earlier technological
revolutions were met by extending
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education: from basic literacy to
primary school, then high school,
college and, increasingly,
professional master’s degrees.
Each transition asked people to
acquire and retain more
knowledge before entering the
workforce. That strategy is now
running out of road. As Al systems
advance, the comparative need is
no longer for humans to simply
store ever more information in
their heads. It is to know what
must be understood deeply, what
can be retrieved when needed,
and how to learn quickly in
unfamiliar situations.

How education must change
Education must therefore do two
things that may appear
contradictory: thin out what it
teaches, while providing far more
opportunities to learn on the fly.
The objective is not less rigour but
a different kind of rigour —
selection, synthesis, judgement
and adaptation. Students need
repeated experience in
confronting problems whose
answers are not in the syllabus,
finding the relevant knowledge,
and using it with judgement.

The task before our education
system is to prepare young people
for an unpredictable future. There
are no easy fixes. For reasons of
accident and design, our
higher-education system
resembles a bowl of seviyan
payasam (vermicelli pudding):

there are gems of raisins and
cashews, but much of it is slippery
and impossible to untangle. Yet a
few simple steps could have a
disproportionate impact.

Learn via practice

The ideal way to train an expert is
through apprenticeship: one
student working closely with one
teacher or practitioner. However,
that model cannot be provided at
scale at this time.

But the National Education
Policy’s four-year undergraduate
structure already provides for a
research pathway in the final year,
which is the closest institutional
equivalent available.

In practice, residual
coursework often crowds out the
immersion the policy intends.
Universities should allow any
remaining essential coursework to
be completed online and free
students to spend the year
embedded in industry, working
with university laboratories or
national laboratories. There they
could work alongside people
solving real problems, encounter
uncertainty, and learn how to
acquire knowledge as it becomes
necessary.

A future we cannot predict
cannot be prepared for by adding
ever more material to the
curriculum. We should instead
give undergraduates the time and
freedom to practise entering the
unknown.

GETTY IMAGES

Panic over Telangana’s voter purge

The CM has sounded the alarm bell over mass deletions during the SIR process

'ATE OF PLAY

Ravi Reddy

he ruling Congress
T party has sounded the
alarm over Telanga-
na’s ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
fearing a structural voter
purge similar to, what it de-
scribes as, the “West Bengal
and Assam model” where
large-scale deletions allegedly
altered electoral outcomes.
The concern was raised by
Chief Minister A. Revanth Red-
dy during a recent Zoom
meeting with senior party
leaders, where the Chief Mi-
nister expressed strong dis-
pleasure over the manner in
which the Congress had han-
dled the ongoing SIR exercise.
Mr. Reddy alerted his Cabinet
colleagues and party cadre
that a potential reduction of
21% in voter numbers could
have serious consequences.
The Chief Minister criti-
cised the party organisation
for their “lackadaisical ap-
proach” during the field verifi-
cation process. While Opposi-
tion parties were closely
monitoring voter data and en-
rolment patterns, the Con-
gress failed to deploy adeg-
uate Booth Level Agents to
safeguard its voter base, he
felt. This, he argued, allowed
lapses in the electoral revision
process to go unchecked.
According to the Telangana
Chief Electoral Officer’s (CEO)
office, of the total electorate of
3,38,26,448, a total of
2,64,86,214 enumeration
forms have been digitised, re-
presenting a completion rate
of 78.3%. The remaining 21.7%
have been classified as “uncol-
lectable”. In addition, nearly
20 lakh entries have reported-
ly been identified as technical-
ly inconsistent or unmapped.
Together, these categories ac-

instead, operated from cen-
tralised collection points. As a
result, persons who could not
visit these centres were
marked as unavailable.

A preliminary assessment
within the ruling party sug-
gests that the issue is concen-
trated in districts surrounding
Hyderabad. The erstwhile dis-
tricts of Hyderabad such as
Ranga Reddy, Medak, Maha-
bubnagar and Nalgonda have
witnessed substantial migra-
tion to the capital region over
the years. This has led to a
“dual voter” imbalance, ac-
cording to party leaders. Peo-
ple from those districts chose
to retain their votes in the na-

Telangana

count for nearly 94 lakh elec-
tors who may face scrutiny
during the revision process.
The “uncollectable” category
includes 9,22,230 deceased
voters, 11,25,546 marked ab-
sent or untraceable, 45,18,961
listed as permanently shifted,

6,70,203 shown as enrolled el- | tive places. Across the 28 As-
sewhere, and 1,02,294 classi- | sembly segments falling under
fied under other categories. the Hyderabad, Secundera-

bad, Chevella and Malkajgiri
Why Congress is wurned Lok Sahha constituencies, lo-
The Congress rates are report-

xiety stems largely from the
possibility that a dispropor-
tionate number of deletions
could affect the voting rights
of the poorer sections of socie-
ty. The party’s electoral sup-
port base mdudes mmormes,
low-income F and
socio-economically ~weaker
groups. From the Chief Minis-
ter’s perspective, the high
number of ‘uncollectable’
forms is not merely an admi-
nistrative issue but a matter
with wider demographic im-
plications. Drawing parallels
with voter-list controversies
witnessed in other States, Mr.
Reddy asserted that, “losing a
vote does not merely disen-
franchise a citizen; it can also
affect access to welfare-linked
identity systems and govern-
ment benefits,” he asserted.
Several factors are being
cited for the unusually large
number of affected voters.
One i was that
overburdened Booth Level Of-
ficers allegedly skipped man-
datory door-to-door verifica-
tion in several areas and

ed to be relatively low. A signif-
icant number of residents are
believed to have retained vo-
ter registrations in their native
districts rather than transfer-
ring them to Hyderabad. Simi-
larly, mlgram workers from Bi-
h, and other
States are also choosing to
vote in their home States rath-
er than registering locally.
Any elector whose form is
missing, uncollected or found
to contain discrepancies may
face further scrutiny during
the claims and objections pro-
cess. The Congress party now
hopes to identify such voters
and assist them during the re-
vision process. For the Con-
gress, the upcoming claims
and objections phase is no
longer aroutine electoral exer-
cise. It has evolved into a high-
stakes effort to protect what
the party sees as its core voter
base before the final rolls are
blished. To what extent the
damagecom:ol operation will
succeed remains to be seen.

ravi.reddy@ithehindu.con

PM CARES donations have dropped, and utilisation is abysmal

The corpus of PM CARES grew by 26% in two years despite drop in donations due to accrual of interests. However, utilisation of the funds has reduced

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he 300 Rindu,
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Pon Vasanth B.A.

he audited financial state-
T ments of the Prime Minis-

ter’s Citizen Assistance
and Relief in Emergency Situations
(PM-CARES) Fund, released for
the financial years of 2023-24 and
2024-25 after a delay of two years,
showed that donations had
dropped and the utilisation of
available funds was abysmally low.

The corpus grew by 25.8% bet-
ween 2022-23 and 2024-25 from
36,722 crore to 8,453 crore. Ho-
‘wever, in the same period, the util-
isation dropped from 437.9 crore
to just ¥8Z.5 lakh, which was
10,000 times smaller than the
available corpus (Chart 1). The
money flowing into funds through
donations and interests from cor-
pus far exceeded the money dis-
bursed since 202223 (Chart 2).

Moreover, “refunds” from “im-
plementing agencies” were far
higher than the money utilised
(Chart 3). Neither the details of
these implementing agencies nor
the purpose for which the refund-
ed money was originally allotted
has been made available.

Additionally, donations have al-
so dropped sharply. The growth in
the corpus was mainly due to earn-
ings through interests. In 2024-25,
the income received through inter-
est payments (3475 crore) was al-
most the same as donations (%480
crore) (Chart 4). The sharp in-
crease in interests’ income could
be attributed to the Union govern-
ment moving the corpus from sav-
ings account to fixed deposits in
2023-24 (Chart 5).

Ever since its creation as a pu-
blic charitable trust in March
2020, PM-CARES has come under
criticism for its lack of transparen-
cy, refusal to share information,
and inordinate delays in releasing
financial statements. The pro-
longed delay (Chart 6) in the re-
lease of statements coincided with
the Centre changing the auditors.

Cl'g da

Transparency deficit

The delays in the release of financial statements were calculated
using Internet Archive and the metadata available in the official

website of PM-CARES Fund

CHART 1: While the corpus of the PM-CARES Fund continued to grow, the
utilisation has dropped sharply after COVID-19 pandemic (values in X crore)
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CHART 2: Since 2020-23, the money flowing into the fund has far exceeded

the money disbursed (values in X crore)
I Received during the year [lll Disbursed during the year

7,914

FY2019-20 FY2020-21 FY2021-22 FY2022-23 FY2023-24 FY2024-25

3,976

3,716

905

Money received (in  crore)

I Interestincome M Donati

FY2019-20 FY2020-21

CHART 4: Donations to PM-CARES Fund has considerably reduced. In 2024-25, the

most the same as the donations received
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FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 19, 1976

Collection of night soil on
Singapore model

New Delhi, August 18: The Centre has advised
the State Governments to launch a pilot project
in selected cities for night soil service on the
model of Singapore.

This follows the recommendation of the
Committee set up by the Works and Housing
Ministry to examine the report of Sivaraman
Committee on urban wastes.

Only 200 out of the 3,000 urban centres in
‘the country are now sewered. Even of these,
most centres have only partial sewerage. Thus,
large pockets of urban population are outside
the coverage of sewer system. Since sewerage
has not been able to keep pace with the rapid
expansion of cities, the Sivaraman Committee
has come to the conclusion that night-soil
collection will continue for quite sometime. The
issue therefore, is how to undertake night soil
collection in a way that will contribute to the
cleanliness of the city.

The enquiry by the Committee has shown
that in many places the refuse and night soil are
dumped together — a practice which is
considered most insanitary.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 19, 1926

CHART 3: In 2023-24 and 2024-25, the money refunded by “implementing
agencies” was much higher than the money utilised (values in % crore)

I8 Disbursed by the fund Il Returned by implementing agencies
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¥0.88 crore went out
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CHART 5: In 2023-24, the government moved the corpus from savings accounts to
fixed deposits, which was the likely reason for increase in income through interests

Share of fixed
deposits
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Encouragement of Indian
art

Bombay, August 18: Her Highness the
Maharanee Gaekwar of Baroda opened this
evening the Exhibition of Old Indian Paintings
and Textiles in the Town Hall, the exhibition
being organised by the newly formed society for
the encouragement of Indian art in Bombay. The
organisers have succeeded in collecting a variety
of Indian paintings ranging from the second
century B.C. down to early 19th century. The
collection of old textiles is also of a varied
character and excellent in their designs,

testifying to the wonderful workmanship of
Indian looms and art now almost dead. A
feature of the Exhibition is the series of

illustrations of India’s two great epics lent by the

Baroda Museum.

These beautiful pictures which Mr. S. Ganguly,

Curator, Baroda Museum, was successful in

acquiring are signed paintings by different artists

FY2019-20 FY2020-21 FY2021-22 FY2022-23 FY2023-24 FY2024-25

CHART 6: S—— :

Fi 1
TROCE B arous inancialyear | Date published
the delays in FY2019-20 Aug 19, 2020* 141
the release FY2020-21 Feb8,2022 314 E—
of audited

FY2021-22 Nov1,2022" 215 m==
The last two FY2022-23 Dec 28,2024 638
were approved FY2023-24 Aug 17,2026 B T ———
together by
aldiom FY2024-25 Aug 17,2026 504 p—

revealing various conventions, methods and
styles in vogue at the Court of Akbar.
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Peacekeeping Medical aid fund given India’s projected Gross Odisha: relief package  Government jobs at
personnel serving in to organ transplant Domestic Product announced for risk after JSSC-CGL
Lebanon patients growth in FY27 flood-affected areas exam cancellation
Human Rights %in crore. The in per cent. India’s GDP in X crore. Jharkhand
2,500:::" 15.79:- 6.8:: 1L,000:: 2,000::"

United Nations to keep an international
force in Lebanon after its peacekeepers’
mandate ends this year. The force in
southern Lebanon, UNIFIL, has been in
place since 1978, Last year, however, the
UN Security Council, under U.S. pressure,
decided to end its mandate. 1

Chief Minister Medical Assistance Fund
extended financial aid of 315.79 crore to
798 patients undergoing organ transplant
surgeries between April 1, 2025 and March
31, 2026. The assistance was provided to
patients requiring kidney, liver, lung and
heart transplants. #n

in FY26, according to India Ratings &
Research (Ind-Ra). The agency attributed
the expected moderation to risks from
higher fuel and food inflation amid
uncertainty over the West Asia conflict, a
weak rupee and the likely impact of El
Nifio on agriculture. pri

Mohan Charan Majhi has announced a
31,000 crore relief package for
flood-affected areas after reviewing the
situation in six districts — Balasore,
Bhadrak, Jajpur, Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar
and Kendrapara. The floods have so far
affected nearly 9.40 lakh people. #n

cancel the JSSC-Combined Graduate Level
examination has put over 2,000
government jobs at risk, with many
successful candidates having already
joined various departments after
December 2025. #1i

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM
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What drives corporate investment?

Corporate investment as a share of GDP in India has declined sharply since demonetisation, with the fall persisting despite tax cuts and a low-interest-rate regime;

smaller firms face higher interest costs, while larger firms are constrained by demand; reviving investment requires govt. expenditure to push profitability up

Rohit Azad
Indranil Chowdhury

orporate investment, as a share

of GDP, has been declining in

India for some time now (Chart

1). This trend raises an
important question: what explains this
prolonged decline?

A few things stand out in Chart 1.
Corporate investment in India took off in
2004, when it jumped almost four
percentage points, from 6.5% to 10.3%.
After rising during the dream run of
India’s growth story, it fell during the
Global Financial Crisis (GFC), but began a
steady revival till demonetisation hit the
economy in 2016 (marked by a vertical
line in the chart). Since then, the decline
has been singular. So much so that the
share has not even returned to the low
levels during the GFC (see the horizontal
dashed line).

This last point is the most damning.
The global economic crisis was an
external shock beyond India’s control,
whereas demonetisation was a
self-inflicted shock. To be sure, there was
another external shock — Covid — in
2020-21. But the decline in investment
had started a few years earlier.

What determines investment?

Think of building a factory. A factory has
along life, so you need to take many
things into account over its lifetime before
committing to building one. What are the
factors that may influence this decision?
The three most important factors are
likely to be: the expected profitability
from selling the goods the factory
produces; the confidence with which you
can predict those profit rates over the
factory’s lifetime; and the cost of credit,

o
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The investment slump

Corporate investment in India as a share of GDP has been declining since demonetisation.

What explains the prolonged slowdown?

‘GRAPH 1: What determines investment

(a) ination of i
S
<&
G

Cost of credit

EXPECTED PROFITS,
COST OF CREDIT

impact (c) Ineffective monetary
policy

Cost of credit

INTEREST RATE CUT

p— Y
\
\

\

\

own7
capital

Investment

Investment. Investment

especially if the level of i
crosses your own available funds, needed
to build the factory in the first place. The
story becomes even more interesting
when we bring in firms of different sizes
because what constrains investment
varies across firm size. Let us see how.

As for the first factor, most industries
have economies of scale. Larger
equipment, factories, and workspaces
have higher profit rates compared to their
smaller counterparts. Thus, expected
profitability rises with the size of
investment, as shown by the
upward-sloping portion of the
profitability curve in Graph 1. However,
each firm has an upper limit to how much
it can sell and, consequently, an upper
limit to the size of the factory,
represented by the vertical portion of the
profitability curve in Graph L. If it invests
more than that, that part of the factory
will go to waste given that the firm cannot
cross the sales set by its share in the total
market.

The second factor — the confidence
with which a firm holds these
expectations — determines the position of
the profitability curve. A high level of
confidence, what John Maynard Keynes
called ‘animal spirits’, means the
profitability curve would move outward
and the reverse if the capitalists are
pessimistic about the future. An
economy-wide shock of demonetisation
pushed the profitability curve inward
across the board (dashed blue curve in
panel (b) of Graph 1) both because
immediate profitability declined and
because the credibility of future policy
steps became suspect. This fall may be so
drastic that it pushes small firms below
the cost of credit curve altogether, forcing

»

CHART 1: Corporate investment in India
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‘What is needed is to push the
profitability curve outward,

ich would increase investment
by both small and large firms.
This can be achieved only if
government expenditure acts as
an autonomous stimulus

be higher than the market rate of interest.
Second, if a firm has to borrow from the
market to invest, the cost of credit will
play a role. This cost is likely to rise as
firms take on more loans in proportion to
the funds they are committing to the
project. So, up to a point given by firms’
own capital, the cost curve may be flat,
but it rises steadily after that. This
‘principle of increasing risk’ was
proposed by Michal Kalecki, which meant
the system is rigged against small
capitalists, even when small and large
capitalists have the same blueprint of a
technology. Access to capital, a priori,
begets more capital.

Does size matter?

What is interesting in this story is that for
the smaller firms with very low levels of
own capital, the cost curve starts rising
way sooner than the larger firms and may
cut the upper portion of the profitability
curve (panel (a) of Graph 1). Investment
for such firms, therefore, may be
constrained by the availability of credit.
Interest costs, therefore, would be quite
high for such firms. For the larger firms,
their own capital may be so high that the
cost curve cuts the profitability curve on
its vertical portion (panel (a) of Graph 1).
Such firms are limited by the market
instead of finance. Interest costs may not
be consequential.

Chart 2 shows that such a broad
categorisation across size, by and large,
holds for the Indian manufacturing
sector. We have compiled a balanced
panel data set of listed firms in the
manufacturing sector between 2000 and
2024 from the Prowess dataset and
categorised them in three sizes — small,
medium, and large. Smaller firms have
lower profitability but higher interest
costs, whereas the larger firms have
higher profitability but lower interest
costs, as expected in Graph L.

What does this mean for investment?
This asymmetry across firms of different
sizes has some interesting implications.
Even a fall in the rate of interest may not
revive investment among smaller firms
(dashed yellow line in panel (c) of Graph
1). For a large firm, which is not

0
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Source: Authors’ calculations, Database on Indian Economy, RBI

CHART 2: Characteristics of Indian manufacturing firms

Median values across three sizes of firms

(1) These figures are calculated from a balanced panel of manufactured firms with 1,224 firms between
2000-24. Data for these firms have been taken from ProwessIQ. (2) The median capital stock varies from 14.5
crore, 156.8 crore, and 1,745.9 crore (all in 2011-12 prices) for small, medium, and large firms, respectively
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them out of business — exactly what
happened to many MSMEs during this
period.

The third factor — interest rates — could
matter for two different reasons. First, a

firm that is not interested in building the
factory has the option of parking its
money in assets bearing this rate of
interest. For there to be any il

& ined by credit in the first place,
such a policy would have no impact.
Cost-side policy interventions, including
tax cuts, may not have much

expansi y impact on i This
may help explain why corporate
investment has not responded despite the
corporate tax cut from 30% to 22% in
2018, along with the low-interest-rate
regime followed by the RBI.

What is needed instead is to push the
profitability curve outward, which would
increase investment by both small and
large firms. This can be achieved only if
government expenditure acts as an
autonomous stimulus. That will create
demand actively and push the
profitability curves outward. But this
would mean giving up on being a fiscal
hawk and instead listening to the youth
protesting on the streets asking for gainful
employment.

(The authors are a part of the DevMac
(Devel Macr ics) network,

therefore, expected profitability needs to

which seeks pluralism in Economics)

THE GIST

v

Corporate investment as a
share of GDP has declined
sharply since demonetisation,
falling below even the levels
seen during the Global
Financial Crisis; the decline
began before the Covid shock.

v

Investment depends on
expected profitability,
confidence in future returns,
and the cost and availability of
credit, with smaller firms facing
higher financing constraints
than larger firms.

v

Lower interest rates or tax cuts
may not revive investment if
firms lack demand; stronger
government spending could
instead boost demand, push
profitability higher and
encourage investment across
firms.
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A secular republic’s sacrilege problem: the
legal price of criticising holy writ in India

Punjab’s new sacrilege law has reignited debate over the criminalisation of religious offence in a secular state; its definition of sacrilege extends

beyond physical desecration of the Guru Granth Sahib to words, signs and representations, bringing expressive conduct within the scope of the law

Prathmesh Kher

n April 2026, the Governor of

Punjab gave his assent to the Jaagat

Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib Satkar

(Amendment) Act, which
criminalises sacrilege against the Guru
Granth Sahib with sentences running as
high as life imprisonment. The law
arrived almost immediately after passage,
closing out a decade of agitation that
followed the desecration incidents at
Bargari and Burj Jawahar Singh Wala in
2015, and the police firing at Behbal Kalan
that killed two protesters. On paper, this
looks like routine State legislation
responding to genuine communal hurt. In
substance, it is India’s most severe
working sacrilege law: a statute that
punishes the physical desecration of a
sacred text with sentences up to and
including life.

The Constitution declares secularism
part of its “basic structure,” and a law of
this kind sits awkwardly against that
declaration. It permits, and in Punjab’s
case has now enacted, punishment for
disrespect to religion in a nation-state that
officially professes no religion of its own
and guarantees every citizen the right to
free speech. Punjab’s law is only the most
vivid recent example of a wider pattern: a
body of provisions, some colonial in
origin and some entirely contemporary,
that treat criticism of religious belief and
practice as a matter for the police rather
than public debate.

Two wrongs, one writ

Blasphemy, in the sense English
ecclesiastical law first gave the word, is an
expressive wrong: contemptuous or
irreverent speech, writing or imagery
about a god, a prophet, a scripture or a
set of beliefs. Sacrilege is a different kind
of wrong, the violation or defilement of
something set apart as sacred, whether a
place of worship, a rite, or a physical
object. It has historically been understood
as a matter of conduct, akin to trespass or
vandalism, rather than expression. The
distinction sounds academic, but Indian
law actually draws it on the statute book.
Section 298 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, carrying forward the old Section
295 of the Penal Code, punishes injuring
or defiling a place of worship with intent
to insult a religion, a sacrilege-type
offence aimed at conduct. Section 299 of
the BNS, carrying forward the old Section
295A, punishes deliberate and malicious
insult to religious beliefs by words, signs
or visible representation. Reference works
on Indian law describe this expressi

itself. The second half criminalises
expressing a disrespectful opinion about
it, which is precisely the blasphemy-type
wrong the distinction above is meant to
set apart.

The line is real, but it does not always
survive contact with how these laws are
enforced. In 2007, the Karnataka editor
B.V. Seetaram, along with his wife and
co-director Rohini, was arrested after the
Kannada dailies they ran published
articles questioning the right of
Digambara Jain monks to appear naked in
public. Nothing had been physically
defiled. The entire complaint concerned
words in print, precisely the terrain the
blasphemy-type Section 295A exists to
cover. That the case still produced an
arrest and days in judicial custody shows
how quickly an expressive complaint can
escalate into criminal process once
religious offence is invoked.

A colonial ancestry

India’s principal blasphemy provision,
Section 295A of the old Indian Penal Code
(now Section 299 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, in force since july 2024), was not

offence as the country’s general
prohibition on blasphemy.

Measured against that distinction,
Punjab’s new law does not sit cleanly on
the sacrilege side of it. The Act’s own
definition of “sacrilege” is written in two
parts: it covers any “wilful and deliberate”
act of desecration through physical
damage, defacement, burning, tearing or
theft of the Saroop, the physical volume
of the Guru Granth Sahib or part of it, but
the same clause extends sacrilege equally
to acts committed “by words, either
spoken or written, or by signs or by
visible representations or through
electronic means,” wherever this is of a
nature to hurt the religious feelings of
persons professing the Sikh faith. The first
half criminalises what is done to the book

an indi; ion. Its origin lies in
the story of Rangila Rasul, a pamphlet
about the marriages of the Prophet
Muhammad published in Lahore in May
1924 by Mahashe Rajpal, under the
anonymous authorship of an Arya
Samajist, Pandit Chamupati. The
pamphlet did not appear out of nowhere:
it was written, on the evidence of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s own account of the affair, in
direct retaliation for an earlier Muslim
pamphlet, Sitaka Chinala, which had
made insulting claims about Sita, the wife
of Lord Rama, and it arrived in the middle
of a decade in which Hindu and Muslim
publicists in Punjab were trading such
attacks with regularity. Rajpal was
prosecuted under Section 1534, the
general provision against promoting
enmity between communities. A

Arally seeking justice for the sacrilege incident of Guru

<
b Z

magistrate convicted him in 1926, the
Lahore Sessions Court upheld the
conviction in February 1927, and the
Lahore High Court, in a judgment by
Justice Dalip Singh on May 4, 1927,
acquitted him, holding that however
malicious and wounding the pamphlet
was, Section 153A was meant to prevent

Granth Sahib that took place in 2015, at Bargari village in Faridkot, on October 7,2018. PTI

The reasoning has held for nearly a
century, but it rests on a fiction that has
always troubled civil libertarians: that
hurt feelings, however genuinely felt, are
equivalent to a threat to public order. A
law meant to prevent riots has, in
practice, become a general licence to
prosecute writers, film-makers, and

attacks on a living ¢ ity, not
polemics against a deceased religious
founder, however scurrilous.

The acquittal caused precisely the
disorder the law had been trying to
prevent, and Justice Dalip Singh himself
had urged the legislature to close the gap
he had just identified. It did so quickly: a
bill was introduced within months,

cartoonists a sufficiently
organised group of the offended chooses
to complain. The Select Committee that
drafted Section 295A inserted the words
“deliberate and malicious” specifically to
protect social reformers who might need
to attack superstition or ill practice to
bring about change. Jinnah went further
still: addressing the Central Legislative

refined by a Select Cc ittee that
included Muhammad Ali Jinnah, and
enacted as Section 295A, receiving the
Governor-General’s assent on September
22, 1927. The new section criminalised
“deliberate and malicious™ acts intended
to outrage the religious feelings of any
class of citizens, whether by words, signs,
or visible representation, and now, under
the BNS, explicitly by electronic means.
The law arrived too late to touch the
original pamphlet, and it did not, in the
event, prevent what came next. On April
6, 1929, nineteen months after Section
295A had already entered the statute
book, a young Lahore carpenter named
Ilm-ud-din stabbed Rajpal to death,
declaring that he had taken revenge for
the Prophet. Jinnah himself argued
Ilm-ud-din’s unsuccessful appeal against
the death sentence; he was executed that
October. Whatever else it achieved,
Section 295A cannot be credited with
preventing the very killing its enactment
is sometimes said to have followed. In
1957, the Supreme Court in Ramji Lal Modi
versus State of Uttar Pradesh upheld the
provision’s constitutionality regardless,
reasoning that it fell within the “public
order” exception to free speech carved
out by Article 19(2) of the Constitution.

bly on 5 September 1927, he argued
that the law had to protect “those who are
engaged in bona fide and honest criticism
of a religion,” alongside historians and
truth-seekers, from being caught by the
same net meant for wanton vilification.
The trouble is that “bona fide and honest”
is not a rule so much as an invitation to a
judgment call, and it is subject to the
perspective from which it is judged.

The country that gave India this legal
inheritance has since gone the other way
entirely. In England and Wales, the
common law offences of blasphemy and
blasphemous libel, from which Section
295A’s own drafting ultimately descends,
were abolished by Section 79 of the
Criminal Justice and Immigration Act
2008, which received Royal Assent on
May 8, 2008, and took effect that July;
Scotland repealed its own common law
blasphemy offence in 2021, in force from
2024.

India inherited a colonial category of
law that its former coloniser has since
dismantled across almost all of its own
territory, and then, in Punjab’s case
nearly a century later, made its own
version of the underlying idea more
severe rather than less.

(First in a three-part series)
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A new Netflix show, Safed Sagar, is based on Operation Safed Sagar, the code name for
the Indian Air Force’s operations during the Kargil War. A quiz on the war:

Radhika Santhanam Name him.

[ S
[ QUESTION 3
QUESTION 1 This Army officer,

This town, on National
Highway 1, is often called
the Gateway to Ladakh and
has become a tourist spot
because of its Kargil War
association. Name it.

[
QUESTION 2
This man, who partly grew
up in Turkey, sent
planeloads of relief to India
following the Gujarat
earthquake, just two years
after the Kargil War, for
which he was the architect.
He was sentenced to death
in his country for
subverting the Constitution.

™

K

posthumously awarded the
Param Vir Chakra, was killed at
point 4875 during the Kargil
War. He was played by
Siddharth Malhotra in the 2021
film Shershah. Name him.

[N

QUESTION 4

This elite squadron that
executed Operation Safed
Sagar was also involved in
executing Operation Sindoor in
2025. Name them.

| 8

QUESTION 5

What was the military
operation to clear out the
Kargil sector called?

[

Visual Question:
Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee is seen in this photo with Pakistani
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in 1999 just months before the Kargil War broke
out. What was the name of the peace agreement that they signed?

Questions and Answers to the previous
day’s daily quiz: 1. When did India make its
Test debut, and where? Ans: 1932, against
England at Lord’s

2. India crossed the 300th and 500th Test
milestones at Home. When and where? Ans:
Ahmedabad (1996), Kanpur (2016)

3. India is the third nation to achieve the feat of
600 Test matches. Which are the other two? Ans:
England, Australia

4. What is India’s rank in overall Test wins? Ans:
Fifth

5. How many years did India take to cross its
100-Test mark? Ans: 35

6. When did Indian women make their Test
debut? Ans: 1976, Bengaluru against West
Indies

Visual: Who is this Indian batter celebrating his
maiden Test century? Ans: Devdutt Padikkal
Early Birds: Tamal Biswas | Erfanally Oosmany |
Mohan Lal Patel | Arun Kumar Singh | Parimal
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

“I see that the house next door has now

become an office. It has a nice name too.

Silent World.”

“Silent World, indeed. It’s a misnomer.”
2"

“M...i...s...0...0...m...e...I. The first
syllable sounds like the word “miss”,
while the second sounds like the word
no’”

“The final ’e’ is like the *a’ in "china’, I
suppose? But what does the word mean?”

“It means that something has been
given the wrong name or designation.”

“A wrong word has been used to
describe something. Is that what you are
saying?”

“I guess you could say that. For
example, Silent World is a misnomer for
the office next door. It should be called
’Noisy World’. It is anything silent.”

“Calling Agarkar an ‘all-rounder’ is a
misnomer.”

“That’s a pretty good example. But the
stress in ‘misnomer” is on the second
syllable. Here’s another example. ‘First
class restaurant’ is a misnomer for the run
down place we have down the street...”

“... what's the matter with you today?
Why do you look so grumpy?”

“Haven’t you told me a million times
that I always look grumpy?”

“Not this grumpy. Something went
wrong with the presentation you made
yesterday?”

“Yes, the presentation went down like
alead balloon.”

“Went down like a lead balloon, eh? Is
that another way of saying that your
presentation flopped?”

“That’s right. When you say that
something went down like a lead balloon,
it means that it was a total disaster. It
failed to be funny.”

“You tried to make a funny
presentation? You have no sense of
humour. Everyone knows that. Your jokes
always go down like a lead balloon.”

“Nobody has ever told me that my...”

“... remember the play you wrote a
couple of years ago. You thought it was
really funny. But nobody else did.”

“Well if you keep insulting me like that,
you will go down like a ton of bricks.”

“Sorry. I didn’t mean to insult you. But
you...

“...0h never mind. I guess it’s about
time I forgot all about the presentation.”

“Your presentations are usually good.
‘What went wrong this time?”

“Ijust didn’t have time to prepare. I'd
spread myself too thin, and...”

“... spread yourself too thin? You
certainly don’t look it. If you ask me, you
have put on weight.”

“Spreading oneself too thin has
nothing to do with putting on or losing
weight. When you say that you have
spread yourself too thin, what you are
implying is that you are doing too many
things at the same time.”

“And if you are doing too many things
at the same time, then it isn't possible for
you to focus on anything in particular.”

“Exactly!”

“Many of the students in my class have
spread themselves too thin.”

“Bala is teaching five courses this
semester. I am afraid that he has spread
himself too thin”

“I'make it a point never to spread
myself too thin.”

“You are a completely different case.
You make it a point to work as little as
possible.”

“...ok grumpy!”

Published in The Hindu on August 28,
2001

Word of the day

Recant:
formally reject or disavow a formerly held belief,
usually under pressure

Synonymes: retract, withdraw, deny, refute,
repeal

Usage: He was forced to recant his statement.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/recant

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /rkznt/
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

Rejig in party must be
reset for governance

HEBJP'S most
ofall, foritsbackdrop, and because of what liesahead.
It comes when the BJP-led government is two years
into its third term at the Centre, and it needs to con-
front the gathering spectre of anti-incumbency. It comes days
after a students’ movement forced a Union minister to resign
and propelled to centre-stage two long-playing national crises
—educationand employment The party reset wil] be. fol[uwed
inafewmonths, by cr ions, but
BJP as party will need to work with BJP as government to meet
for need along-term compass. Fromre-

A changing Asia demands more from
Delhi and Tokyo, together

alls B
RAJAMANDALA
BY C RAJA MOHAN

'APANESE DEFENCE Minister
Shinjiro Koizumi’s visit toIndia this
‘week comes amid the unfolding
transformation of Tokyo's defence
and regional security policies.
Japan, long reined in by self-imposed mili-
tary restraint, is adopting a more vigorous
national defence policy and an active re-
gional military diplomacy. That Koizumi is

vested initsalliance with Washington, while
India sees a continuing American military
presence as essential to a stable Asian bal-
ance. But Donald Trump’s second presi-
dency has reinforced questions about the

ture of its regional commitments.

Part of the answer for Delhi and Tokyo
lies in strengthening their own national ca-
pabilities and deepening partnerships with
each omer and other Asian powers. Koi-

Ja-
pan'sdefence pannersIupwxmAuslIahahas
advanced rapidly. Canberraand Tokyo. have

military exercises,
cess, logistics and defence industrial coop~
erauon Austmha sdecisionto achureJapaf
d Mogami-
an important breakthrough for a country
that, until recently, imposed extraordinary

In2010, Chi
Japan as the world’s second -largest econ-

Koreaand other regional neighbours, deep-
ening defence ties with Ausuaha and New
ealand, and

omy. Its growing 1p-
ported a massive expansion of military ca-
pabilities, the consequences of which for
Japansoon became evident.
Afterreturning as prime ministerin 2012,
Shinzo Abeaccelerated the effort toadapt Ja-
panese security policy to the new circum-
stances. As the scale of the China challenge

deepenedanc re-

ment with Europe. Upgrading defence ties
withIndiaisanatural part of this wider strat-
egy. Delhi and Tokyo already have much of
the msnmnonal arch.xtecture they need: A
alogisti andregu-
larexercisesacrossthethreeservices. Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi’s visit to Delhi last
month called for more sophxstlcated exer-

Jap: lined

liability. Jingset

cises, stronger mari

of defe in2022.0n was
arapid increase in defence expenditure.
‘Tokyo set itself the goal of raising defence-
related spendingtoaround 2 percentof GDP
by 2027, but brought forward that target
through additional spending last year.
More important has been the change in
doctrine. Japan is acquiring long-range

and deeper defence industrial cooperation.
Italso announced the first bilateral defence
co-development project, involvingthe UNI-
CCORN naval communicationsantenna.
Buthereis the reality check. Defence in-
dustrial
Delhi and Tokyo need much greater ambl»
tion injoint research, development and co-

forms in the education system starting with the government coming to Delhi after consultationsin Can-  restrictions on exporting weapons. “counterstrike” capabilities, including productionofweaponsand military techno-
school, to skilling and the filling of gaps between degrees and berra with his counterparts from Austraha India-Japan defence cooperation has American ’l‘omahawk n'usﬂﬁ whiledevel-  logies. Their armed forces must also move
the market — these problems can no longer be managed, they and New Zealand indicates new also but behind the oping weapons. It vanm‘ ising together
will need to be addressed. The BJP rejig, therefore, will be as- in security cooperation in the Indo-Pacific. pohucal rhetoric about lheu' ‘Specml Stra- is strengthenmg air and missile defence, inationir -t ine
sessed not by the to-and-fro of individuals but by whether or Koizumi’stalksin Delhishould helpend the lobal 'svisit cyberanc warfare, maritime surveillance, air defence
notthey toits ability tobe fu cly. currentslowandi should an occasion not merely tems andilsmpadty tooperatefartherfrom  and logistics. The unfoldingtransformation
The students’ movement has served parties and govern- defence coopemlmn and out]me toreview bi i i Aparallel ionis  oftheAsi urity environment demands
mentsan arning— political and el loutreach biti buttoaskhow Delhiand Tokyo meoldmg in defence production. Tokyois  that Delhi and Tokyo do much more to-
cannot bejustabout: it di; Itmustad- Driving Japan's new defence pohcxes is  defence partnership much greater oper- base.easing  gether in defence. Japan is demonstrating
dress the rising aspirations in a country of the young, writ large the rise of China as a great military power  ationaland technological weight. restrictions on arms exports and breakmg greaxer purpose and urgency as it responds
bynew media technologies, and identify the obstacles in social and Beijing’s gwwmg political will to trans- The opportunity arises from the extra- downtheoldbarriersbet powerin Asia. Un-
and economic mobility. In the light that has been cast on dark laler.na\ power .This  ordinary ay in Japan itself. Iy Japanhasalso  like China, India has long welcomed the
areas by the Jantar Mantar movement, the BJP must also con- Delhi and Tok h, i Formuchofthe post: era,Japa- begun providing n)J.htarv equip-  prospect of a stronger Japan. It i 15 now time
front challengeslarger than Gen Z. It must ask, for instance, why confrontassertive Chinese military policies  nese strategy rested onasimple  Shinjiro Koizumi's visitshould =~ menttofrien forD 'Tokyo and
for allits dcmmame and vnn.m.ng streak, elecmrates in states — onJapan’s maritime frontier with China ~ bargain. Tokyo concentrated on beanoccasionnotmerel itsnew Official Security Assistance ~ enthusiasm in building a consequential
layer wherever andIndia’ land ic reconstruction while . . N y rogramme. Asian defence partnership.
old of v1ab|hty Prashant Klshor svictoryin the BJPbastionof Himalayas. The geography is different, but  relying on the United States for se- toreview bilateral exercises Taken together, these changes
Bankipur mostrecently. By hit- the PLA’s methods are the same: Persistent ~ curity. Defence expenditure re-  and exchanges, buttoaskhow  represent something much larger The writer is a contributing editor on
ting button, by inVe Raje, whohas probing and the slow but definitive alter-  mained around 1 per cent of GDP, both countries can give their than a Japanese “rearmament”. international affairs for The Indian Express.
been chief minister of a large state, or Smriti Irani, who has ation of the territorial status quo. arms exports were tightly re- def artnershi h Tokyo is finally turning to military Hei is also a dlslmgwshed professorat the
handled the crucial education portfolio in the Union govern- For both Tokyo and Delhi, thechallenge ~ stricted, and the Self-Defence encepa er_s p muc power, defence arms M i f American Studies,
ment, or Ram Madhay, who has navigated turbulent political from China is magnified by the volatilityof ~ Forces operated within narrow greater operational and exports and security assistance as Jindal Global University and the Korea
ieslike J&K and thi or ingh Badal, American policies. Neither seeksan Asia  political constraints. Those condi- tcchnologjca] weight normal instruments of statecraft. Foundation Chair at the Council on
whohasb: theB. newbe- without America. Japanremainsdeeplyin-  tionsbegantochangeasthe China Iso reachingout toSouth Strategic and Defence Research, Delhi

ginning. How will these veterans, who have navigated the im-
peratives of governance, enrich decision-making in the party,
while coupling it with the government — is the question. They
could build on their experience, sensitising the party togovern-
ance priorities, keeping it connected to ground realities.

The party reset, as important as it is, is only a first step. Now
that party president Nitin Nabms new team is in place, it may

well thego . Because, quite
smp)y, in nmes when older panems don’t 't hold, and pnlmca]

thegovernment and party.

On minerals and mines,
strike federal balancc

Cambridge professor’s death

isalifelesson

Ra]put died by suicide in June 2020, Indian
news channels and social media

launched dn ewtraordmary, mom.hs long
ifromthe

ROFESSOR JASON Arday was

found dead at Batter-

q seaonAugustlzLIlewasmyaars
old hedeath

& asunexpected butnolsuspxclous

Hours earlier, he had told a colleague he

actor’s death and mental health to conspi-
racy theories and a full-blown media trial of

At Darwi

upends

in, Bangladesh
the cricketing order

BALL was yet to be bowled in Darwin, when Bang-

ladesh captain Najmul Hossain Shanto was asked

ata press conference: “Will this Test last five days,

orend in three?” “We will try to take it to the fifth

lay,” he replied. Bangladesh didn't require a fifth

day — only four proved enough to secure a historic, narrative-

ASTWEEK, Mineral: /‘MAI') “couldn’tgoon.” His family speaksofacam-  his girlfriend Rhea Chakraborty. She was defymgm.ne—v\ncke[ triumphover Australia. India. reqmred Rat-
and Regulation) Bill, 2026 HAVI paign of sustained abuse and misinforma-  publicly vilified as a manipulator, gold- fempt SriLank neit
that ' i mineral RAVIKUMAR  tion that finally became unbearable. The  diggerand worse, often withlittle evidence. Bose have a Test win on Australian soil atjust the third time of asking
igh mineral-beari TheC i decisive force that pushed himtotheedge ~ TheCBlIeventuallyclosed thecase, confirm- — and yet, they have had to wait 26 years for it.
for it id certainty and was the scale and nature of the mediascru-  ingsuicide and exonerating her. Thedeepest markor ‘hierarchy, argue psychologists, is notthat
predlctablhty in the sector, facxhtare investment flows and pre- tiny, mainstream newspapers and soc1a1~ Arday ‘s autism and lustory of develop- ,but that
vent higher levies from feeding into mﬁaslmcture ccsts Sta[es media platformsactingin ner- chey deserve less. Before departing for the T‘st series, Shanto
have; however, nation, that turned contested quesuons able. Those who knew him in his final days basked in pride for ing that dowith Bang-
the amendments for their revenues in particular, and for fiscal aboutanacademiccareerintoapublicspec-  described a vulnerable man whose mental ladesh cricket. He had just been briefed on Australia® s squad.
federalismin general. tacle of personal destruction. health deteriorated visibly under the bom- Cummins. Starc. Smith. F tars,
‘Theamendments come after the Supreme Court upheld the Anindependent count by NewsCordre-  bardment. Social mediaremoved any resid- denugods Whenhe hadtaken itallin, Shanm sull absorbmgthe
right of states to impose such taxes, and also allowed them to corded roughly 249 articles about Arday ual distance, Platfunns that present them- tof claimed:”
recover arrears, uumgbacklo April 1,2005. Following this, states across British national outlets in 22 days. ratising i instead a full-strength squad is an achievement for us.” One would not
have looked towards from the sector. For Nearly190 re- the ofacomplex have: 1 i inti theobvious:
instance, some of them have reportedly brought in mineral- signed on August 5, indicating that the alle- ~ story i i j Australia’s decision to field a full-strength side had more to do
bearingland taxes on iron ore (Jharkhand had initially imposed gations, speculation and 'y hac with WTC points on offer than with their assessment of Bangla-
thetaxon iron ore atRs 100 pertonne, which was hiked subse- taken a profound to]l The coveragemoved iliar: Public interest, the right to scrutinise desh. Historically, the latter has been low.
quently) and limestone (Tamil Nadu hasset a tax of Rs 160 per hildhoodclaims, — authority, the duty to report. All are real. Bangladesh had been invited to Test cricket by Australiaonly
tonne). States impose 14 types of taxes, charges, feesand levies private life, every past achlevemf:n( and However, pubhc interestis. not identical with oncein26years.In2003. with
suchasroyalty, auction premium etc. Across states, rates of roy- every personal ethestory  theright yaign disdain. Former Australia cricketer David Hookes, for instance,
altyand ry. Thy inthe lawcanalso b gained momentum, social mediatookover.  ofattritionlongafterthe professional conse- had said, “The reality is that Bangladesh doesn’t deserve tobein
asabid tobring abDUl some degree of uniformity in prices of Clips, memes, t ideriva- quences. When the coverage reaches Test cricket.” A series was scheduled in 2018, but Australia
major minerals. tivepostscirculated without pause, stripping  hundreds of articles in three weeks, and deemed: 1tpomt.lem'[‘he official reasonmscommercxa] viability.
Th i ion of taxes and royalties it fa- contextand amplifying humiliation. when social media turns every new detail The Whowouldbei
cilitating greater investor interest in the sector. The effective tax There were legmma(e questions Lhat into furtherridicule, the impact transforms in watching? Crestfallen, then BCB CEO had said: “Not every
rateinIndiais higherthan 50 percent of revenues whileitis35to. required answers. frominquiry to spectacle. series we conductis profitable. If we can conduct them, Ibelieve
40 per cent in other countries, according to a report on States’ textual overlaps in Arday’s 2015 PHD thms Arday’s death does not settle the Ausuahacan do ittoo.” Perhapstheycnuki Oertauﬂy(heydndn’L
BestPracticesin Mining by FIMI-EY. But state governments, with problems in later papers, and i scholarly dispute: ing his work. cricket’ssmaller nations,
limited avenues to raise resources, are worried about a further Therightto encies in elements of his public bi Tk i idence- forlong as expendable. Until they arrived in Darwin.
erosion of their tax powers — for mineral rich states like Odisha, invest.igate were serious. Universities and the public  based examination by the relevant institu- Stare, Hazlewood and Cummins may have more than 1,000
Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, revenue from this channel ac- interestin ofcre-  tions. It does, however, expose the human Test wicketst butinDarwin, itwasHasan Mahmud
counts forasignificant share of their non-tax revenue. According doesnot dentialsand published workatelitenstitu- ~ costofamedia whoburned brightest. Nine wickets. Tanzid Hasan Tamimscored
to agovernment fact-sheet, “States will continue to receive the include the tions. What does not followisthe with vi d lewith scrutiny. 101. Hasan is 26. Tanzid is 25. Shakib Al Hasan, the world's No.t
overwhelming share of mining revenue,” but friction between right todestroy. ~ ©ff intoahigh-vol highly The right toinvestigate does notinclude Indiarequired ~ Testall: thepastdecade, never
the C dstatesneedstot The Union govern- A society that pe:souahsed campalgn Lhatconunued long therighttod: Asociety dis- 12 attempts. played aTest in Australia. Hasan and Tanzid can consider them-
it mission. A e & afterresignat targeted  tinguish between rigorous accountability 3 pLs: selves fortunate. But fortune, for them, should not be theend of
mining ould greater i ina cannot the person rather than the scholarly tecord.  and destructive hounding has lost its sense Pakistanseven.  thestory. Bangladesh’s purpose on thistourwas never simply to
sector that is vital for the growth of the country. distinguish This pattern is familiar across contexts.  of balance. If there is any constructive re- SriLankahave  winatrophy.lt wastoeamrespect. And, withit, if Australia were
between In Britain, Lucy y- itbegi iththerec- never doneit. kind enough, invitations, After the embmment inDarwin,
- - HEOFOUS school teacher, took herown Memzms fol- ogmuon that the media gaze can itself Ban: gla desh Lhough will Australia in? When vic-
Tlle prodlgal ] agu ar gorous) lowing intense tabloid coverage of her becomelethal. ACEST the Bangladeshif {and sang‘Amra
= accountability  genderchange. The coronertold the media, Theleast that can be asked of those who haveaTest win korbo joy’ — the Bengali adaptation of ‘We Shall Overcome'. A
3 T ll and destructive  “Shame on all of you,” citing ridiculeand  reportand those whoamplifyisthattheyre- onAustralian littleantiquated, perhaps. Had theylearned condescension from
agal llSt run]l) Wa hounding has chamcter assassination. Camhne Flack,the  memberthereisahumanbeingat the centre soil at just the their would h: i Like
lostits sense presenter, died idein2020  ofeverystory. N third time Kendrick Lamar. Specifically, “Sit down. Be humble.”
HE LAST female jaguar in the United States of 29 amid sustained tabloid and online hostility. N
Americawaskilled by ahunter in1949. The third-lar- ofbalance India offers an even more striking paral- The writer teaches at the Department of ofaskmg The writer is deputy copy editor, The Indian Express,
gestbigcat, likeits feline cousin, the tiger, isasolitary, lel. After y d actor Sushant Singh Communication, University of Hyderabad shuvaditya.bose@expressindia.com
elusive hunter. And like the leopard, itsstealth means
that it is pamcularly hard to spot. Now, nearly exghx decades
later, there thatthe majestic cat may
come back to a habitat it was hunted out of. But the prodigal K
daughter’s return is hitting a wall. Agitationby Pal position after the MNF had United Moscow’ I
Over the last five years, male jaguars have been spotted in 40 YEARS AGO bY e deredannsandobserved allthetermsof the anddeclareamoramnum onnuclear testing.
the Cuenca Los Ojos wildlife reserve in Mexico, across the AUGUST 19,1986 OPPOSITION PARTIES in Pakistanlauncheda  accord, lifted th lier under ited US President Ronald

border from Arizona in the US. Earlier this month, researchers
captured footage of a “couple”, the first sighting of a female so
close to the US— Arizona was once part of thejaguar’s natural
range — in nearly seven decades Ade]a named so by re-

I ity of anatural return
oftheblgcal U Donald Trump isstand-
ing in the way. Since 2025, the infamous "border wall” has
blocked three out of the four wildlife corridors in the area be-
tween the US and Mexico.

Perhaps the pohucs that seeksto hardenlinesonamap mtu
d could findawaytolet th
{hmugh Afterall, as Robert Frost wrote, in “The Mending Wall’
in 1914, there are people who willinsist that “good fences make
good neighbours”. And yet, there’s always “something”, in na-
tureand in the hearts of people, “that doesn’t love a wall™.

countrywide indefinite agitationagainst the

lhe UnIawful Activities (Prevennon) Act This
lied

Reagan tosignatreaty banning all nuclear

government crackdown onthemandtoover- INFandits is year. “The logicin thisis simple: If
AAREEY SIAN EY @ throw Presit Zia-ul-Haq. and tionstofuncti lawful political (henuclearweapons
\£h INDIAN EXPRE_SS > lﬂ iti foughthand-to-h: tions. The MNF firstin1967after hichboth inabun-
AN e e in % dthe policefi ithad independent Mizoram on i b ded,” he said.
== X = o) ti outhern March1,1966.
Indefinite agitation v it d
Pakistan, leaving atleast eight people, Rs30crfloodrelieffor Andhra

h\ Pak opposition

including four policemen. dead.

BanonMNFlifted

THE19-YEAR-old b he Mizo National
Fronthas been lifted. The Uni

Moscow extendsN- t&sthan
THE SOVIET leader,

THEPRIME MIHIS(F_L Ra]lvGandhl,

dingi 30 d ﬁf‘lakhfmm(hePM Rehef

that'

epaper.indianexpresc.com.. .

1987.

New Delhi

testbanuntil January 1,
renewed his calltothe

Fund for relief theflood-

affected people of Andhra Pradesh.
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Israel is giving Hezbollah exactly what
it needs: The occupation of Lebanon
— Haaretz, Israel
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Whatis an II'T for, where is it going?
At 75, here are ten steps to the future

=k
LB
SUMAN CHAKRABORTY

EVENTY-FIVE years ago, on Au-
gust 18,1951, India performed an
extraordinary act of national im-
agination: It transformed a site of

incarceration into a crucible of
Hiili llowed.

had borne witness to the freedom struggle
—became home to IIT Kharagpur. A newly
independent nation made a powerful dec-
laration: Technology would not merely serve
industry; it would serve nation-building. As
we look towards the next quarter-century,
the defining measure of excellence must

innovation and grand-challenge competi-
tions, sports excellence and other demon-
strable capabilities deserve more explora-
tion. Such paLhways mustbe; pm[ected from

change: Notsimply how hij IIT rises, but

how much of Bharat rises with it.

Top of the pyramid to strength of
the pyramid

The IITs sit at the apex of India’s engin-
eering-education pyramid, butanapex can-
notclaimexcellenceifthe pyramid beneath
it remains underserved By2047, every T

should univer-

sity and a national capability platform. IIT
faculty must mentor networks of teachers,
while IT laboratories should offer struc-
tured access pathways to students and re-
searchers across institutional tiers.

From teaching institutions to

knowledge engines

I\nowledgeJsmcreasmglycreaxedatme
ingan

Aland agriculture, wringand sus-

tion. More fundamentally, a student who
does not enter an I1T should not be denied
access to IIT. IIT Kharagpur's recently intro-
duced Outreach Course Network can be-
come a prototype of this new architecture.

The degree mustchange

In the 20th century, a degree certified
what a graduate knew; by 2047, that prop-
osition will be inadequate. Al will perform
many routine tasks. Flexible architectures
should allow students to traverse disciplin-
ary boundaries without turning interdisci-
plinarity into an unstructured buffet. The
NTof2047 mustembraceanapparent para-
dox — that the more interdisciplinary the
world becomes, the stronger the founda-
tional disciplines must be.

Al

tainability. Departments must remain pil-
lars of deep domain expertise, but the walls
between them must by AtlIT

powerful

Tryingtomake education “Al-proof” by
shielding traditional assignments and
inations from Al would be much like

Kharagpur, the emerging ecosystem span-
ning medical technology and Al-enabled di-
agnostics, agriculture, advanced manufac-
uring, future energy, space technologies,
entrepreneurship, r¢ park-ledindus-
try engagement and grassroots living lab-
oratories must converge into one institu-
tional innovation pipeline.

JEE may beadoor;it's notaverdict

Alongside JEE, GATE, JAM and otheres-
tablished routes, channels recognising ex-

tryingto protect engineering drawing from
CAD. The appropriate response is
notavoidancebutintellectual elev-
ation. Every IIT student should ac-
quire three fundamental capabil-
ities:Understanding how Alworks,
knowinghow toworkintelligently
with Al and recognising when not
to trust AL Assessment must mi-
grate from reproducingknown sol-
utions towards formulating un-

The deeper questions must be
more demanding: How many
teachers became better itie: itie!
because anIIT existed? How

archy placed scholarship at the centre, in-
dustry engagement one step away, and
entrepreneurship beyond the university’s
boundaries. That is now obsolete. Astudent
or! faculry memberwhobuildsa responsible

hnological ideadoes.
not step away from scholarship but can ex-
tend its reach. Every significant IIT dis-
covery should have a visible pathway to-
wards translation, even though only a
fraction will ultimately become commer-
clally successful.

The old question was whe[her Indla

could itsbest
the moreconsequenual question for2047is
[

hetherIndian

known problems, critiquing machine-gg
erated outputsand creatingsomething that
did not previously exist.

IIT must enter the school before
thestudent enters IIT

India’s i be

ficientl sest minds,
ideas and opportunities. The vocabulary of
“brain drain” itself needs to evolve, because
inan interconnected knowledge economy,
mob;hty need not sngmfy lossifinsti

As Tatas choose
new leader,
remember: Noise
is not the story

P S

R GOPALAKRISHNAN AND ISHAAT HUSSAIN

EDIA REPORTAGE during the last fortnight has

been prolific regarding Tata — the chairman of

TataSonsnot offering himselffor a third termin

February 2027, succession speculations, relation-

hips among leaders, leaders’ performance ap-

pralsal and much more. Are recent Tata developments signs of
Or, dothey thereal-

repaired at age 18. The intervention must
begin much earlier inschools—notby turn-

ingchildren prematurely into JEE aspirants,
but by restoring curiosity, experimentation
and the joy of asking questions. Every IIT
must engage with a network of schools, asa
permanent educational laboratory where
faculty i

teachers to develop inexpensive hands-on

Al-enabled
proaches. This is the philosophy of IT Kha
ragpur’s new School-Connect programme.
Turn the campus into India’s
technology testbed
A campus inhabited by tens of thou-
sands is a miniature cuy in which almost
every major
temporary India is present at a manageable
yet meaningful scale. The IIT campus
should become a living testbed for
India@2047, where emerging technologies
are subjected to the realities of

intoen-
duri.ng intellectual connectivity.

IIT @2047: Change the definition
of success

The 1T of 2047 must be a university
without intellectual walls, a national
research engine, an innovation foundry,
an entrepreneurship platform, a teacher
multiplier, a technological living labora-
tory, a global knowledge node and a
public institution accountable to society.
‘The deeper questions must be more de-
manding: How many teachers became
better because an IIT existed? How
many institutions became stronger be-
cause an IIT shared its capabilities?
How many discoveries survived the test
of the real world? How many commu-
nities gained better healthcare, energy,
education and livelihoods? How many
young people who never entered an I'T
found knowledge, mentorship, infra-
structure or opportunity because an IIT
chose to reach them?

ity that views can differ among individuals? Society teaches us
that differences are normal, but what is important is resolving
them so there are no permanent winners or losers. The babble

has b i hat we were oftheadage, “Those
‘whoknow. do not speak and those who speak do not know.” The
d our the szhoxel(umar song

fromAmarPlem “Kuch logonkak
chhodo bekarki baton mein bect najayeraina.”

‘That the heads of Sonsand Trusts had professional differences
isnotasecret. Whether the differences were small or large, legit-
imate or rn.lsplaced ego-driven or not, areall matters that only

the willknow.Such between
well-intenti and hon ple, and that
seems to be so in this Tatacase.

Common sense and experience tell us that conflicts and dif-
ferences can be salvag,ed only Lhrough conversation, conver-
gence, tment. ifsalvaging
is not possible through and readjustment, then a
dignified and mutual separation is a valid course. Top-level dif-

ould not affect the institution

Itislikely that recent acti
this consideration.

History offers many cases where what appeared to be adif-
ference of opmlon was not addressed and ended up contribu-

precisely

everyday use. The same philos- Thatmustt ofour next 25 tingto conﬂ.lcls Jullus Caesar and Pompey the
ophy must extend beyond the  years: Not merely whether IIT KI Great R —in fact, Pompey was
campus, with surrounding rural ~ becomes one of the world’s great u.mver- Caesar's son-in-law —until 1 distrust, rivalry, and com-

ici sities, butwhether Bharat petition poisoned the Caesar’ssuccess-

hospitals, MSMEs, schools and

. - . grassroots enterprises.
many discoveries survived the Em,ep,e,,:pmmp, anaca-
test of the real world? demicoutcome

For decades, an implicit hier-

novative and more confident because IIT
Kharagpur chose to think beyond itself.

The writerisdirector. IIT Kharagpur, and Institute
Chair Professor and J. C. Bose National Fellow

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

Freedomand liberty

VANDITA MISHRA'S column ex-
poses a sharp truth: National
freedom and individual liberty
are notalways the same thing
(‘August 15 after Jantar Mantar:
The many spaces of freedom-and
unfreedon’, [E, August 18).
While official rhetoric paints a
grand picture of progress,
student protests at Jantar Man-
tar reveal a parallel reality — one
defined by institutional control,
political resistance and shrink-
ingspaces forcritical debate.
GenZactivismisno longer about
politics; it is an issue-driven, re-
lentless push for basic civil rights
and accountability.

Fathimathul Safa, Kannur

Theidea of India

YOGENDRA YADAV'S piece on
Gulzar's call foranew gaumi ta-
rana ("Whatwill we singof now
whenwe sing of patriotism’, IE,
August18) ends with aline that
stuck with me. We may have lost
notjustourold patriotic songs, but
“the imagined community that we
callanation”. Before we ask fora
song every Indian can hum, we
should aska harder question: Do
allIndians currently feel invited
intothe idea of India? Old patriotic
songs worked because nation-
building felt like ashared project,
afeeling, notaslogan. That feeling
is missing today. Many, from com-
munities in Manipur to Dalits,
Adivasis and queer citizens, still
don'tsee themselves inthe nation
we keepsingingabout.

Rishabh Kumar, Varanasi

Rupeerelief

THE RBI's FCNR(B) swap window
offered the rupee temporary relief
by mobilising foreign currency
deposits, but at the cost of future
vulnerabilities ("The rupee's bor-
rowed breathing space’, IE, August
18). While the move signals confi-
dence, itisessentially borrowed
stability, leaving bank

\
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EVERY YEAR around thistime, Indiaargues
with itself. One side asks: Are we truly free?
TheothercelebratesIndependence Dayasa
moment of national glory and pride. Few
images capture this contradiction better
than a poor child in tattered clothes selling
Tricolour flags at a traffic signal, alongside
the PM’s speech from the Red Fort and the
flood of flags, patriotic songs, Army pride,
cultural events and TV broadcasts.

Then come Lhe stansncs Oneside cites
poverty, i ion; theother
points to rising incomes, welfare schemes,
education and social mobility. This binary
can be captured quite well in the tussle be-
tween social mobility discourse that has
beeninvogue inacademiaand whatSherry
Ortnercalls "dark anthropology”, focused on
domination, exclusionand violence. Itisan
important lens, but leaves little room for
understanding how marginalised groups
have also created concrete freedoms for

India between the
Tricolour and traffic light

has known hunger, that is a concrete free-
dom. Yet these communities were far from
passive beneficiaries of the state. They op-
posed moneylendexs torest officials, state-

upy feudal
practices associated with hereditary Brah-
minofficials. Thestate, in otherwords, could
be both a source of upportum[y and an m-
St.mment of di This -

ful conquest of Gaul made him extremely powerful, and Pom-
pey became concerned that Caesar would dominate Rome.
Their growing conflict could not be resolved through negoti-
ation or compromise. Finally, in 49 BCE, Caesar initiated the
civil war with Pompey.

Around the time of World War I, Kaiser Wilhelm IT ruled in
Germany,] I\mg(;eorge Vi mBnmuL and TsarNicholasITin Russia,
allcousins. ‘haviour and insecurity dam-
aged these personal ties. Of course, the war was not caused by
family relationships, but mistrust among family members les-
sened the opportunities for compromise.

There are three common patterns suggested by hlS!Ol'V

Fus( lmnourand presti; Second.
. Third, ionc
perceptmns ofinsults.
IntheTatacase, I irissues,

so the differences were extinguished through graceful adjust-
ments. Aboveall, the leaders have protected their institutions.
However, such episodes attract everyone to analyse and

BJPbecausethey feared it could
theConstitutionand reservation,areminder
that marginalised citizens are not merely
passive victims of palitical manipulation.
Ambedkar warned that universal suf-
frage and regular elections alone could not

deep historical inequalities. A governing
class, I d, could use power m bypass

ia, and it will beuseful

Dalit

Irisinthis context that ipoet Bashir Badr
wrote, “Parakhna mat, parakhne sekoi apna nahirahta, Kisi
bhi aine mein der tak chehra nahin rehta (If you analyse too
‘much then you will lose relationships, just as a mirror does not
hold areflection for long).”

Conspiracy theories circulate, where none or some may be
true. In this case, some view it as a Trusts versus Sons dispute,
some as a Parsi versus non-Parsi dispute, some as a promoter
versus pmfesslonal dispute, some as a capital allocation disci-

Iti: riticise, s paralyse, based

totrace it through Dalit realities.
Sandhya Fuchs, in her study of atrocity
casesin Ralaslhzm shows how Dalit victims
legal mistrans-
lation. Yet Geert De Neve has documented
howDalitsin western Tamil Nadu have used
the SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities Act to
challenge dominant-caste power. The law
can be an instrument of exclusion in one
situation and a weapon to challenge caste
power in another. Migration tells a similar
story. Dalit labourers from Bihar working at

, through bott construction sites in Tamil Nadu live with

and their own struggles. bare-minimum savings and insecure em-

My fieldwork in remote south- ployment. Yetsome workingin Ke-

ern Odisha last year brought this The state could be both ralaearnbetter wagesandaspireto

contradiction home. Many of my 2 , build concrete houses and basic
interlocutors were Dalits and Adi- & SOUICE ofopportunity andan amenities for their families.

vasis. When I asked what life was
like in the 1970s and 1980s, some
described hunger that isdifficultto
imagine today. Today, they no
longer worry about starvation in
thesame way because they receive

instrument of dispossession.
This contradiction appears
across India, and it will
be useful to trace it
through Dalit realities

Politics reveals the same com-
plexity. During the 2024 general
election, Hindutva politics sought
tomobilisevotersinUParound the
Ram Mandir inauguration and re-
ligious identity. Yet a section of

Dalit voters moved away from the

ged thist that

on ion:

state institutions act as neutral administra-
tors. Through protests and collective action,
they have pushed Indian social life towards
greater equality and dignity. At the same
time, some sections have been drawn into
dominant ideologies like Hindutva.

For a Dalit family, freedom may mean
regular food, a hostel for a child, access to
education, the ability to migrate, a concrete
house, entry into a public space, or protec-
tion under the law. It may also coexist with

Two factsare clear. First, as per Tata retirement policies, the
chairman of Tata Sons would anyway have given up executive
positions from June 2028 upon turning 65. Therefore, the board
musl have had some succession plan. Second, renewing the

forathird termwasa i decision

of the Trust members in September 2025, 17 months before the
ongoing contract would come up for renewal. It is this unani-
mous decision that led to the likely change in the tenure and
dates of the chairman's successmn. The matter appeared on
theT: of the Trusts in Feb-
ruary. It appears that one dlreclor expressed reservations re-
Bearinginmind

and
state neglect. August 15 need not force usto
choose between these stories. Freedom was
not simply delivered to Indians in 1947. For
millions, it has been — and continues to be
— made, negotiared and fought forin theor-
dinary spaces of everyday life. That is per-
haps the more complicated story of inde-
pendent India. But it may also be the more
truthful one.

The writer is a rapper and a PhD student
at University of Pennsylvania

the interests of the employees, investments and business of
‘TataSons, the chairman d his decision
not to seek re-election. The die has been cast, and attention
must change to effective succession.

Tata is a rare national jewel. It is a business group that
most Indians respect and love. Let us, therefore, wish Tata
allthe bestin findinga
toits mission of creating employment, family advancement,
and national prosperity.

and returning ise

Tata Sons with bined
experience of working for Tatas of over half a century

NIMISHA JHA

EVERY Al system begins with data, and
every dataset begins with people. When
peopleare absent fromthatdata, Alinherits
those gaps. The Al pipeline is not merely a
technological conduct of code, silicon and

To build Alfor all, bring in more women

disappearasthe Al pipeline

advances. At every stage, the pipeline leaks
[alen[ lived. expeneme, and innovation.

in

ford3

. Asha, amember of
aself-help group in rural Bihar, applies fora
micro-loan. If Al credit models rely mainly
on historical male ﬁ.nanmal patterns, Lhey

health worker,

In! STEMfouudanou may
per cent of India’s STEM ;inthe  Gujarat,Meera
techwi i 26per depends on Al-enabled maternal health

cent; in advanced Al roles, only 12 per cent
of professionals are women; In senior AT
leadership, women hold jt ]US[ 10 per cent of
senior Al ition:

d t
asset-liability mxsmatches, This
reflects thetension between im-
mediate liquidity supportand
long-termresilience. Without re-
forms, the currency remains un-
hedged against external shocks.

Abhinav Shah, Lucknow

power; it is
human pipeline. It begins before the first lme
of code is written and shapes decisions af-
fecting millions. India ranks among the
world’s leading Al-ready nations, powered
by Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) and a
thrivinginnovation ecosystem. Yetbeneath
this progress lies a structural contradiction.
‘WhileIndia produces one of the world’s lar-
gest pools of women STEM graduates,

The challenge extends beyond employ-
‘ment.Only 57 percentof women haveinde-
pendent internet access, compared with 72
percent of men. Theroot causes of this leak-

ial, These disparitiesad

nurrivinn P’\rpui\u
ing il
tion, and language bamets AIleams ﬁom
society; ifsociety Al Te-

tools. If the training data fails to reflect local
nutrition and health conditions, inaccurate
care.

India has already shown how
technology can advance public
welfareat scale. The India Al
Mission now offersan
opportunity to ensure Al follows
the same inclusive path

epaper.indianexpress.mm.. .

The barriersemergeearly. Kavyacannot pur-
sue robotics because her school lacks ad-
equate infrastructure. Pooja struggles with
English-dominated ATeducation. Nisha, de-
spite becoming an Al engineer, often finds
herselfthe only woman in theroom, with li-
‘mited influence in product design. Al auto-
matesexisting inequalities when trained on
incomplete or biased data.

Yet Al can also expand opponumry
Acrossrural India,

tinues today through DPI and provides a
erong foundanon forbuilding mcluswe AL
ther Western

India
can advance public welfare at scale. The
India A Mission now offers an opportunity
toensure Al follows the sameinclusive path.
TrueAlleadership cannot bemeasured only
by models, investments, or patents. It must
alsobe measured by whether Al reflects In-

have built strong financial ecosystems
through collective savings and entrepre-
neurship. When

dia’s di of cultures, socio-
economic realities, and lived experiences.
Achieving that requires more than diverse
datasets. ised commu-

influence, the technology shifts. Inchasprog-
ressinAl-enabled inclusion

particij engin-
and poli

eers, ent

national principle. When India adopted its
Constitution in 1950, it granted women and
men universal adult franchise simulta-
neously. Thiscommitment toinclusion con-

New Delhi

Thewriter is a civil servant posted in the
Ministry of Women and Child Development,
Government of India, Views are personal
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SITHARAMAN CALLS FOR “YUVA KIOSKS’ AT BANK BRANCHES WITH A DEDICATED STAFF TO GUIDE YOUTH

Youth don’tfind govtbanks ‘cool’,
be partof their lives: FM to PSBs

RaviDutta Mishra &
Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, August 18

CALLING ONIndia’s publicsec-
tor banks (PSBs) to up their
“cool” quotient intheeyesof the
youth without sacrificing the
prudence the business requires,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman on Tuesday said state-
owned lenders should organise
amonth-long campaign start-
ingOctober2focused on young-
stersover the age of 16,
Addressing senior banking
officialsonthesecond day of the
PSB Confluence conference in
thecapital, the finance minister
said that having grown up with
smartphones, the youth today
are tech savvy and they expect
banking to be simple, intuitive,
personalised, and availableat all
times. And PSBs need to keep
pace with these expectations.
“Pardon me if I say with
some liberty, becauseItake the
blame as much as all of you,
publicsector banks still givethe
impression of a government
bank,” it id, adding

| | psa confluence zuzsi

o A

| : h-li

The FM asked th

ting October 2.

some young people to talk to
youall, what makes youappear
cool or at least one portion of
your banks, when they sit in
front of the customers, make
sure everything is ‘cool’,” she
said. At the same time, Sithara-
man cautioned this was nota

ion from her to

that her interactions with
youngsters under the age of 25,
notonenamed a PSBin which
they had an account.

“In my curiosity, I said,
“Wow, ail of you seem to have
private sector in your mind.
‘Why?' They were very hesitant
to say public secmrbauks n S
not ‘cool’. Their

PSBsto“goand dosomethingto
make you all appear ‘cool” but
not bankenough”.
Sayingthatshe did notwant
to trivialise the issue, the Fi-
nance Minister said banking is
“seriousbusiness”and abalance
had tobestruck.
“But somewhere, private
picture

this. Tneed public sector banks
not to be ‘not cool’. Please get

of being banks but cool enough
aswell,”shesaid.

FFC

Organised by the finance
ministry’s Department of Fi-
nancial Services, the two-day
PSB Confluence meeting saw
discussions across seven
themes relevant to the next
phase of growth of the banking
and financial sector.

After deposit mobilisation,
banking for youth, supporting
the investment cycle, and
global capability centres were
discussed on Monday, the focus
on Tuesday was on agriculture
andhorticulturevalue chainin-
frastructure, priority sector
lending, and reimagining the
credit card business.

In her closing remarks,
Sitharaman said engaging with
the youth early is an

Tata Sons’ AGM adjourned,
cloud over Chandra’s full term

George Mathew
Mumbai, August 18

TATA SONS’ annual general
meeting (AGM), scheduled for

August 18 AGM. This matters

di-

composition is pending. This
has da hurdle

important responsibility and a
significant opportunity for
banks. Towards this, she said
PSBs should launch a month-
long ‘Banking for Youth’ cam-
paign from October 2toactively
connect with young people at
the start of their financial
journey, bring themintothe for-
mal banking system, and ‘es-

RBImovetoend
FCNR(B)scheme
a‘prudent’step,
say bankers

New Delhi: The RBI decision to

tablish an early,
connection”.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of colleges, universities,
andskill-building institutions as
touchpoints for the campaign,
Sitharaman said dedicated
youth banking spaces such as
“Yuva Kiosks’ or “Yuva Banking
Mitra’ could also be created at
physxcal bank branches, where

close the ional swap
facility for FCNR (B) deposits
one month earlier was a “pru-
dent” move, bankers told The
Indian Expresson Tuesday, ad-
ding that they expect to meet
their internal targets.

While one public sector
bankexecutivesaid itsinternal
target of $2 billion has already
been met, another said they

could

to miss their target

help theyouth navigate their fi-
nancial journey.

‘Thisshould include building
awareness of the formal credit
ecosystem, including credit
scores, various bank credit prod-
ucts, government credit
schemes, and sensitising
youngsters about the impor-
tance of maintaining good
creditscores.

“So, public sector banks
must be the first and the most
trusted choice of young In-
dians. Either they are opening
their first account, receiving
their first salary, pursuing
higher education, and starting
an enterprise or making their
first investment — you should
be a part of their lives,” the Fi-
nance Minister said.

onlyslightly. “Thit bythe

Tounlock idle gold, govt may
ask jewellers to take deposits

Ifjust10% of gold
held is monetised,
itwould be around
$400 billion, says
Kotak AMC MD
Nilesh Shah

Akash Mandal
Mumnbat, August 18

TO MOBILISE gold lyingidle
with people, the government is
in talks with jewellers to intro-
duce a monetisation scheme
where subscribers will be
offered interest income on the
value of gold deposited.
According to sources in the
jewellery industry, the govern-
ment has been intalks with big
players wherein jewellers will
assume a key role to mobilise
gold. Di i have been

RBI is prudent because ulti-
mately it's a liability,” the sec-
ond banker said.

On Friday, the RBI shocked
bankers and the markets by
saying that in light of the “en-
couraging response” to the
FCNR(B) deposit swap facility,
itwillnow close on August 31 as
against the initial deadline of
September 30. Announced on
June 5 and made operational
on June 8, the swap facility
helped Indian banks rake ina
massive $52.3 billion as of Au-
gust 13. Bankers expect another
$20 billion or so to come in by
theend of the month. ENS

FULLREPORTON
WWIW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

constructive and a scheme
could beannounced soon, atop
industry source told The In-
dian Express.

The talks come at a time
when the exchange rate is
under pressure due to many
factors: elevated fuel prices fol-
lowing the West Asia crisis, in-
vestor concerns about the
domestic stock market, and
elevated gold imports.

When contacted, Rajesh
Rokde, Chairman, All India
Gems and Jewellery Domestic
Council, the body representing
the jewellery industry said,
“The government has com-

«Soaring Gold Import
202324 — |
India’s gold
202223 — | 302 imports (3 bn)
s | =
202021 — | 35
0 10 20 30 40 50 6 70 80

'SOURCE: MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

remained unanswered at the
time of publishing.

Proposal under
consideration

Depositors can head to their
nearest jeweller and deposit
physical gold. Market players
said the scheme will be imple-
mented via demat accounts,
just like stocks.

The gold deposit will be
reflected inthedemataccount.
In return, the depositor will
earn some interest, theoreti-
cally making it a win-win pro-
posal for both parties.

While there is no official
estimate of gold held by
Indian households, experts put
the figure significantly up-
wards 0f 20,000 tonnes.

This locked-up gold, when
monetised, can make India
atradeaccount surplus nation,
according to Nilesh Shah,

Kotak Mahindra AMC’s Manag-

regardlng the pmposal and

toil ita

Profit growth of Nifty-50
companies hits 10-qtr
high, boosts outlook

u: Corporate India

rector to continue as chairman
through the end of his current

for Tata Sons. In the absence of
aSRTTboard meelmg, thetrust

term. The AGMwill h

Tuesday, was dueto
alack of quorum as the regula-
tory freeze imposed on the Sir
Ratan Tata Trusts (SRTT) has
left the Tata holding company
unable to secure the share-

siderand
for Chandrasekaran’s reap-
pointment as adirector.

The issue stems from Tata
Sons’ Articles of Association,
whichstipulate thatatleast five

must be

holder ion required
toconvene the meeting.

Theadjournment meansthe
uncertainty over the resolution
for reappointment of N Chan-
drasekaran as director of Tata
Sons will continue,

While a fresh meeting will
have to address the unfinished
business, the board is expected
to take a decision on the next
date. It is also expected to mee[

present to form a quorum.
Crucially, the quorum must in~
clude an authorised represen-
tative jointly nominated by the
SirDorabji Tata Trust and the Sir
Ratan Tata Trust.

The inability of the SRTT,
which holds a 23.56% stake in
Tata Sons, to convene a board
meeting following an order is-
sued by Lhe Maharashtra Char-

cannotjointh repre-
sentative with the Sir Dorabji
Tata Trust (SDTT).

Such ajoint nomination is
required under the Articles of
Association of T

broadly posted better-than-ex-
pected June-quarter earnings,
with profit growth for Nifty 50
companies averaging a 10-
quarter high of 18%, reinforcing

mates and the upgrade-to-
downgrade ratio improved to
1.5, according to Motilal Oswal,
implying that 15 companies
were upgraded for every 10

expectations of 1
growth despite margin press-
ures, five i

thequorumrequirements forits
AGM. As a result, the Charity
Commlssmner ‘sorder hasim-

TT’sinter-

Profit and revenue
growth was robust across sec-
torsamongthe large-, mid-and

nal governance, potentially af-
fecting Tata Sons’ ability to
proceed withits AGM in accord-
ance with the requirements set
out in its corporate charter. A
possible way forward would be
for the existing “lifetime
trustees” of SRTT tovoluntarily
relinquish their status as life-

around er,

ity Ci in May has

sources. Chandrasekamu scur~
rent

led to the issue. The order has
the trust from con-

February 20,2027. Hisdirector-
ship was up for renewal at the

ductmg its board proceedings
while an inquiry into its board

Remittances abroad:
Shell cos, CSR spends
under I-T scanner

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, August 18

AROUND 394 entities, includ-
ing117 localedmland border

intelligence: and analysls of data

e trusteesand, thereafter, re-
nominate themselves as
trustees for a fixed and clearly
defined tenure. FULL REPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

*BRIEFLY

‘NSE seeking
$55billion
valuation at IPO’

New Delhi: The NaLlonal

Stock

as several suspicious entities
were found to have remitted
large amounts of foreign ex-

tobevalued atas muchas
Rs5.26 lakh crore, or $55bil-
lion, inits planned Initial

Il-caps in a quarter that
Motilal Oswal described as
“picture perfect”, with-oil mar-
keting firms being the sole
weakspot in the wake of theun-
certainty in the Middle East.
Nineteen sectors beat esti-

*MARKETS

K

downgrades, signalling a
broad-based improving profit
outlook for the rest of the fiscal

year. Festive demand, GST-re-
lated consumption support,
credit expansion and invest-
mentactivity are key factorsex-
pected to underpin fiscal 2027
earnings, the brokerages said.

Large-cap firms such as
Hindalco, Reliance Industries,
JSW Steel, ONGC led the earn-
ings beat on the Nifty 50 , ana-
lysts said. REUTERS

, Gold v US Dollar »
Sensex NIFTY 21,54,080 395.68
7723546 | 2415490 _
49270 43275 | . ®
567 ey Silver v Oilv
-063% | -0.55% 32,3364 $89.58
R WELLERSASSOCIATION

GOLDPER10G, SILVER PER1 KG; CRUDE OIL (INDIAN BASKET) AS OF AUGUST 17, 2026
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swiftly asit can be”.

He, however, refused to
share details of the proposal
“because the government is
currently working on it.”

Queries sent to the Reserve
Bankof India and the Ministry
of Finance regarding the pro-
posal  being  discussed

(Pursuant to th

HALLMARK LIVING SPACE PRIVATE LIMITED (in Liquidation)

Rega office: Sulte A, No-4:
St Emerald” Chetipumigam, GST Road, Opp. To Mada Word Cay. (Nextto RTO office) Changalpaity - 603002
g T THE P
Invation of Bids in respect of sale ol the prapery giver below of Ws Hallmark Living Space Prvels Limited
ln Uaidetor) { Crporste Debler) e Reyuatn 32 of 1 Wschercy wd Barkuptcy Bt o di
L7, Ch

ing Director.

“Assume if just 10% of the
gold held is monetised. That
would be around $400 billion
roughly when rounded off. Our
gross FDI is about $80 billion,
so this gold would be equival-
entto$years of FDI flows,” said
Shah, who's also a part-time
member on the Economic Ad-
visory Council to the Prime

of Hon'ble NCLT, Chenna

(CIN: LME400TN2012PTCOBA36:
Okt No 6212, Uiree Plaza, Usman FluuN

ENCY Al

Minister (EAC-PM). Thiswould
also have a broader impact on
the economy, increasing do-
mestic consumption and forc-
ing companies to invest more.

“Investments depend on
either domestic or global
savings. We have depended on
global savings to an extent.
Now imagine if our domestic
frozen savingsareadded tothe
available liquid savings, and
foreign capital continues to
flow, then suddenly there is so
much capital available for in-
vestment,” Shah added.

The involvement of
jewellers as the contact point
instead of banks is the key dif-
ference between the current
proposal and the previous
scheme launched in 2015 that
had mobilised just 38 tonnes of
gold by March 2025, as per gov-
ernment data.

“Families are more often
comfortable in dealing with
their family jewellers in cases
regarding gold and silver. That
comfortis missing when banks
play that role,” explained
Rokde. According to Prithviraj
Kothari, President of the India
Bullion and Jewellers Associ-
ation (IBJA), the “big shift” is
moving beyond banks.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM
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ESIC MEDICAL COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL, NAROD!

gees' State Insurance Cor|
ital, Naroda-Bapunagar, A
Ei it. Govt.
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APUNAGAR, AHMEDABAD

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

iblic Sector

Expresslons of Interest (EOI) are Invited under the Two-Bid System (Technical and Financial Bid) from

owners to provide Rental Hostel Facilties for

[ s (PSUs), reputed agcncms firms, or individual property

states,and thelastthreeyears, = Public Offering,
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of remittances abroad despite  gagedinremittingfundsabroad | this valuation, a 6% stake
thembeingnon-filersorhaving ~ was uncovered duringasearch = sale could raise more than
filed income tax operationconductedonagroup = Rs30,000 crore, making it
returnsshowingverysmallturn-  of fictitious. chantahle trustsin- ~ India’s biggest IPO, overtak-
overs, the Income Tax Depart-  volved inf ingthat of Hy: i Motor
ment said in a on  dationentri inst be do- | Indiain2024.ENS
Tuesday. nations /contributions.

Some of these entities were “Preliminary ground verifi- ~ GOVE puts curbs
alsoshowing such transactions ~ cation revealed that the entities
as expenses for corporate social  making these remittances were on CIear ﬂoat
responsibility (CSR) but werein- eithernon-filersorwerefilingin- glass imports

stead diverting the money
abroad, officials told TheIndian
Express. “The turnovers had no
apparent correlation with the
large amounts of money being
remitted abroad.

They also did not appear to
match the stated purpose of the
remittances, such as payment
for freight, import of software, or
import of consulting services.
Further ground-level intelli-
gence revealed that these en-

‘come-tax returns showing very
small turnovers,” itsaid.

‘The probe has been under-
way for a while and now a na-
tionwide verification exercise
has been launched to verify
these outward foreign remit-

New Delhi: India has puta
minimum import price of
Rs 34,000 per metric tonne
on clear float glass forone
year, amove that could
benefit domestic producers,

tances. “Thei ionsare
beingcarried outagainst entities
in Mumbai, Delhi-NCR, Ahme-
dabad, Jaipur, Kolkara, among
others, The focus is on shell en-
tities and those who incorrectly

luding Saint-Gobain and
Asahi India, by curbing
lower-priced imports.
The Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT),ina
notification dated August 18,
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Narme of Wark: Supply, Erection, Testin
alang with associated Electrical

E-TENDER NOTICE

i Works & Civil Work in § Nos. Building of
Konkan Rall Vihar, Seawood, Sector - 40 , Nerul, Navi-Mumbai (MH)-400708.
Tendor Notice No.: KR/ICO/EL/T/14/26. Date 19.08.2026. Complation
period: 385 days. Estlmlled Cost Rs.1,45.26,290/- Exci of GST. Eamnest

9 & Commissioning of Passenger Lif

it: Rs.2,90,

10,09.2026 st 1530 Hrs. Amendment /

Depo:
Submission of Tender. 10.09.2026 up to 15:00. Opening of Tender. on

IRPS webste only. Submission of Tender Document Through IRPS.
Manual Tender Document shall not be accepted.

500/ L

Corrigendum if any would be host an

CONTAL RP
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vt e T Packn Syt o andenn oY g work

ORATION OF INDIA LTD.

Key
« Tender ID- 2026_ESIC_922401_1 (Through CPP Portal)
* Tender Reference no, Eﬂlerw 1630222 (Through CPP Portal)

«Capacity: A

Boys & Girls).

* Location:

passages/common areas).

Important dates:

*Last: f

within 10 km of the ESIC

« Area: Minimum total fiving area of 5,500 square feet (excluding kitchen, balconies, bathrooms, and

« Lease Period: Valid initially for 03 years, with a provision for performance based extension of up to 02 years,
« Facilities Required: Properties must feature proper ventilation, attached toilets, electrical points, round-the-
clock power and water faciities, elevatorlift services, and space allocations for a reception desk, warden area,
and security cabin, Note: Security and housekeeping services will be deployed by the Institute,

« Date of publication: 17/08/2026 (Hybrid Mode)
« Dateand time of pre-bid-meeting: 21/08/2026
» Venue of pre-bid meeting: Room no 211, Office of Dean, ESIC Model Hospital Bapunagar, near Hardasnagar
Police chowky, Rajiv nagar, Bapunagar Ahmedabad Gujarat 380024.
«Qnline link for m»um meetlng Mtvs /I meet.google.com/gqe-wxkj-zud

TonderNo. CoN;

tities were notactually claimed these transfersas CSR, = changed the import policy
from the addresses declared by ~ or have done it disproportion- = forclear float glass of 4 mm
them,” thy said. The lytotheir di: | to12 mmthi under
nationwidedetailed verification  an official told this newspaper. ITC (HS) codes 70051090

exercise was carried out by the
department based on “ground

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

and 70052990 from “Free” to
“Restricted.” PTI

G Ganerl Moragor (Procs) P N 01141222500

(CPPP)

addressed to the office of the Dean.

« Financial bid: Date and time shall be intimated at later stage.

« Eamest Money Deposit (EMD): Rs. 50,000/~ (Fifty Yhousand) oflly in Demand Draft (D.D.) to be drawn in

favour of 'EST Fund Account No. 1', Payable at Ahmedabad.
Process;

Inler&ﬂ“d and eligible bidders can download the detalled EOI document contalning full terms, conditions, and
ial formats from the official website www.esic.gov.in or the Central Public Procurement Portal

Bids must be submitted in separate sealed envelopes for the Technical Bid (with supporting documents and
EMD) and the Price Bid. Both envelopes must be packed inside a third, larger sealed envelope super-scribed with
"EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) FOR RENTAL HOSTEL FACILITIES FOR STUDENTS (BOYS & GIRLS)" and
The Dean reserves the right to accept or rejact any or all bids without assigning any reasan.

DEAN
ESIC Medical College and Hospital, Naroda- Bapunagar, Ahmedabad

f interest: 28/08/2026

« Date & Time of opening of Technical Bid: 31/08/2026, 10:00 AM

« Date of site visit by official team of ESIC: Will be decided after opening of technical Bid and shall be informed to
bidd

Medical Collage Khokhra campus.

epaper.indianexpress.com -. .

New Delhi
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THE TATA SUCCESSION BATTLE +THETATAS
O I : I JAMSETII NUSSERWANJI TATA
(1839-1904)
married Hirabai Daboo
For years, Noel Tata, Ratan Tata’s half-brother, o
20 years his junior, was the ‘other Tata, self-effacing SRDORAB/TATA  DHUNBAITATA  SIRRATANTATA
and reserved. Now, as a corporate battle in el aughe Bl
Bhabha Sett

the 158-year-old group takes a new turn,
GEORGE MATHEW on the man whose influence will
determine who gets to head Tata Sons

WAS set to be a done deal. Had it
been put to vote, Natarajan Chan-
drasekaran would have sailed
through, securing another term as

hairman of Tata Sons, the holding

company of the 158-year-old Tata Group.
After all, four of the six board members
were in his favour. But that day, February
24,2026, the boardroom was tense. One
man on the board, Noel Tata, had tough
questions — about losses made by several
companies in the $180 billion group,
about its possible public listing, and
whatjustified another term for Chan-
drasekaran as chairman. It was clear
that Noel Tata was in no mood to
give Chandrasekaran a walkover.

Attheend ofthe meetingat Bom-
bay House, the headquarters of the
Tata Group, Chandrasekaran pro-
posed that the decision be de- |
ferred until a consensus was / 4
reached. He didn’'t want theex- /&
tensionofhistermtogothrough " /-~
without the approval of Noel
Tata, chairman of Tata Trusts,
the family-run philanthropic arm
that owns roughly two-thirds of Tata
Sons,

It was a point, Tata watchers say, when
Noel, for long the ‘other Tata’ in the room,
cameinto his own. Tt would hard
foranyonetostepintothe legendary Ratan
‘Tata’s shoes, possibly even harder to step
outof them. That Noel — Ratan Tata’s half-
brother, two decades his junior — could
have that day effectively vetoed Chan-
drasekaran, the man Ratan Tata had ap-
pointed to the post instead of his half-
brother, was remarkable for a business
house that has long prided itself on reach-
ing key decisions by consensus.

On August 12, Chandrasekaran an-
nounced his decision toexit as Tata Sons
chairman at the end of his term in Febru-
ary 2027, bringing to a close one of the
most dramatic boardroom battles in re-
cent times. With Noel likely to be on the
five-member selection committee that
will choose Chandrasekaran’s successor,
he could have a decisive say in who
comes next.

“In a company, the owner has every
right to hire and fire key persons. Tata
Trustsand i majority
stakes in Tata Sons. He (Noel) has every
right to make recommendations for the
post as Tata Trusts’ chairman, obviously
with thebacking of other trustees,” asenior
Tata Group official told TheIndian Express.

Ratan and Noel
From the 1990s until hisdeathin 2024,
Ratan Tata had been the public face of the
Tata Group, the man at the heart ofan em-
i i aviation,

1

ILLUSTRATION: SUVAJIT DEY

= Corporate
Structureof
TataGroup
TATATRUSTS: Owns

tor Coomi Kapoor writes that when Ratan
Tata returned to India after graduating
from Cornell University and staying back
inthe US forsevenyears, it was toa very dif-
ferent home. “...it is possible that Ratan
may have felt ignored in the family home.
His father had a new family, which in-

roughly thirds of
Tata Sons, with the
holdings primarily
through various
charitable trusts,
including the Sir
Ratan Tata Trust
(SRTT) and Sir Dorabji
Tata Trust (SDTT)

® Chairman:

Noel Tata

TATA SONS: Tata
Sonsis the principal
investment holding
company and
promoter of the Tata
Group, which
comprises 31
companies, including
26 publicly listed
companies. Sixty-six
percent of the equity
k

software, power, hotels, consumer busi-
nesses and much else. While he stepped
down as chairman of Tata Sons in De-
cember 2012, he continued to lead Tata
Trusts and have a decisive influence over
the group’s governance, until his death in
October 2024.

It was then that Noel emerged as the
family’s main representative. While Ratan
Tata’s ailing younger brother Jimmy Tata
paid publi hisdeparted sibling
at Mumbai’s National Centre for the Per-
forming Arts on October 10, it was Noel who
received V

pital of Tata
Sonsis held by
philanthropic trusts,
which support
education, health,

cluded his half-brother — christened Noel,
since he was born on Christmas Day. Noel
‘was twenty years younger, and perhaps

profile person. With his distinguished
mother, he built a Rs 180,000-crore retail
enterprise in India,” says R Gopalakrish-
nan, former Director of Tata Sons.

Noel took overas Director of

quotes Ratan Tata as saying, “Perhaps, if
Noel had the experience of handling diffi-
cult assignments, he could have estab-
lished his credentials more forcefully.”

part fromthat bothRatan

Trentin 1999 afteraBachelor’s from Sussex
University (UK) and an International
Executive Programmeat France’sINSEAD.
Under Noel, Trent expanded dramatically
across formats, eventually turning into the

Ratan resented the 's presence.
The relationship between Ratan and his
stepmotherisbelieved tobe ratherdistant.”

Noel, Kapoor writes, was then “the in-
dulged baby boy, twenty years younger
than his half-brother. Ratan was generally
not present at Noel’s mother Simone’s
Christmas and New Year bashes, even
though he lived next door”.

The Noel family lives in Windermere
building in downtown Mumbai's Cuffe
Parade, not very far from the sea-facing
Bakhtawar, also called Cabins and Halekai
bungalow, Ratan Tata’s home in Colaba.

Noel, now 69, is married to Aloo Mistry,
the sister of former Tata Sons chairman
Cyrus Mistry. In 2003, Noel, along with the
entire Mistry family, acquired Irish citizen-
shipafter his father-in-law Pallonji Mistry’s
marriage to Dublin-based Patsy Perin.

Noel’s mother Simone, who was the
brain behind Lakme, the Tata group's
popular cosmetic brand, died in December
2025. Trent, the group’s retail arm that Noel
turned around and is arguably his biggest

andartand culture.
@ Publicly listed

vet, 1in 1998 from
the proceeds of sale of Lakme.
“Ionly know Noel Tata as an academi-

TataSons: TCS, Tata
Motors, Tata Steel,
and Titan

@ Private unlisted

ing period.

Inhishomage, Noel Tatasaid, “Thereis
no greatness where there is no simplicity,
goodness and truth, Leo Tolstoy said.
Measure Ratan Tata by these character-
istics, and there can be no doubting what
he brought to the world he lived in and
what we have lost with his passing.”

For the longest time, however, the half-
brothers had been distant, with their up-
bringing under different circumstances.
After Ratan Tata’s father Naval Hormusji
Tata separated from their mother Soonoo
Commissariat, Ratanand Jimmy Tata were
largely brought up by their grandmother
Navajbai Tata.

Naval wenton to marry Swiss-born Sim-
one Dunovyer, and by the time Noel was
born to the couple in 1957, Ratan Tata was
20 yearsold.

In her 2021 book The Tatas, Freddie
Mercury&Other Bawas, veteran journalist
and The Indian Express’s Contributing Edi-

Air India,
Tata Digital, Tata
Electronics, Tata
International

® Chairman:
Natarajan
Chandrasekaran

cally well- low-

pany behind names such
as Westside and Zudio. From one store in
1998, Westside grew to more than 1,200
stores across formats during his tenure.

In is year, Noel atthe
TrentAnnual General Meeting that he was
steppingdown as chairman inline with the
TataGroup’sgovernance guidelines, under
which non-executivedirectors retireat 70.

Despite Noel's successful stint at Trent,
Ratan Tata was, by all accounts, unwilling
to promote his halfbrother. Aslate as 2019,
Noel was not even a trustee on any of the
major Tata trusts.

Besides, he was overlooked for the post
of chairman of Tata Sons at least twice. In
2012, when Ratan Tata decided to retire as
Chairman of Tata Sons, most eyes turned
towards the low-profile, reticent Noel. But
the mantle ultimately went to Cyrus Mistry.
Then, in 2016, when Mistry was dramati-

from the

and Noel Tata spoke very little about each
other in public. But people close to Noel say
that Ratan was fond of his half-brother’s
children Leah, Maya and Neville. Nevilleis
already a trustee in Tata Trusts and is in-
volved in the retail business. Leah works
with Indian Hotels and Maya with Tata
Digital and Trent.

In February 2019, Noel was finally in-
ducted as a trustee of the Sir Ratan Tata
Trust, one of the two c i tha

1937-2024)

i
LEAHTATA
(39 years)

Source: Tata Central Archives.

NAVALH.TATA
(1904-1989)
adopted by Navajbai from Hormusji Tata

T ——

SIMONE DUNOYER
(1930-2025)

b .,‘e,

JIMMY N.TATA NOELN.TATA
(83 years) (B9 years)
married Aloo Mistry
. .
MAYATATA NEVILLETATA
(37 years) (32years)
married Manasi
Kirloskar
JAMSETTATA TIANATATA

© Upheavals
since Noel
Tatatook
charge

OCTOBER 2025:
Mehli Mistry, a
longtime trustee of
the Sir Ratan Tata
Trustand Sir Dorabji
Tata Trustand a close
confidant of Ratan
Tata, is voted out

t
anchor the Tata Trusts network. Kapoor
writes, “It was only when Ratan’s long-time
financial advisor, Noshir Soonawala,
stepped down, at the age of eighty-four, and
reportedly called on Ratan to induct Noel

after declin
torenew histenure
FEBRUARY 2026:
Ex-CEO of Citi India,
Pramit Jhaveri,a

down after leading the conglomerate for
over 50 years, he eased out some of the
most prominent faces — from Russi Mody
of Tata Steel to Darbari Seth of Tata Chemi-
calsand Ajit Kerkar of Indian Hotels—and
replaced them with his men.

InNoel’s case, it started with Mehli Mis-
try, hiswife’s cousin and Ratan Tata’s close
friend. Last year, Mehli was not renomi-
nated to the Tata Trusts. Another Tata
Trustsmember, former Citi India CEO Pra-
mit Jhaveri, saw the writingon the walland
didn’t opt for reappointment. Chandrase-
karan, too, had earlier postponed the deci-
sion on his extension.

There had, for some time, been asense
within the group that Noel and Chan-
drasekaran had differing views on the di-
rection of Tata Sons. Some of Noel’s con-
cerns were about the way the group was
evolving under Chandrasekaran —in-
cluding how farit should move into newer
businesses, how those businesses were

thatRatan’s half-brother wasappointedin  Supporterof Mistry,
his place.” also dogs notopt for
Thebondt half-siblings, tothe being
Trusts

Coomi Kapoor writes, became stronger
after 2016, around which time, Noel says in
aninterview, they met regularly. In Febru-
ary 2022, he was finally inducted as a
trustee of the Sir Dorab Tata Trust, too.

Noel comes into his own

y irmanship, specu-
lation again swirled around Noel. But then,
too, he was overlooked, this time in favour
of Chandrasekaran, then the MD and CEO
of Tata Consultancy Services, the group’s
flagship technology company.

In his book Ratan Tata: A Life, author
and former bureaucrat Thomas Mathew

(From left) Naval Tata with sons Noel and Ratan. SoURCE: HORIZONS, TATA TRUSTS

epaper.indianexpresn;mn‘n .. .

People wh himsay Noel, usually
seeninbutton-downshirtsinblueorwhite,
is self-effacing and reserved. “When I met
him at a simple Tata guest house in Mum-
bai when I was involved in writing the
book, I realised he has amazing vision
about various things,” Mathew says.

MAY 2026: Noel Tata
votes against
reappointment of
Ratan Tata's close
aide, former Defence
Secretary Vijay
Singh,and TVS
Motors' Venu
Srinivasan as
trustees of Tata
Educationand
Development Trust

AUGUST 2026: Vijay

ness of'

Others, however, ide. “As Singh, wh d
abusinessleader, he'suntested sofar,”says  forfisting of Tata
atop source who is part of the Tata eco-  gons against Noel,
system. “He was not part of the core busi-  does ot optfor
inginth Hewas to Sir

the chairman of the loss-making Tata In-
ternational.”

A top source in the Tata Group says,
“While Noel lacks the stature and standing
ofRatan Tata in theIndian industrial land-

Ratan Tata Trust. He
will exitall other
Trusts by July 2027

® Tata Sons
Chai N,

scape, h his bysuccess
fully running companies like Trent and
Tata Investment Corporation...and he was
on the boards of leading Tata companies
like Tata Steel. His role will be that of a
guide, guard and policy-maker for the
group. He can always step in when Tata
Sons or group companies make wrong
decisions.”

Yet, they all point to the February 2026
meeting, when he challenged Chandrase-
Kkaran on the latter’s reappointment and
the direction of the group, as evidence of a
manis i willing ke his it
heard and establish his authority — much
as Ratan Tata had done decades earlier.

In 1991, when Ratan Tata took over as
chairman of Tata Sons from Jehangir Rat-
anji Dadabhoy (JRD) Tata, who stepped

New Delhi

Chandrasekaran has
now opted to vacate
his post

and how the Tata Group’s
long-established culture should be pre-
served. Thequestionof whether TataSons
should remain private had become
another point of difference, as had the
lossesbeing incurred by some of its newer
and unlisted businesses.

Theway ahead for Noel, Tatas

When the five-member selection com-
mittee, which may include Noel Tata,
meets to decide on the new chairman
of Tata Sons, there will be questions to
confront. Will the new chairman be a
Tata insider, someone promoted from
the many Tata companies? A family
member? A member of the Parsi commu-
nity? Or will the Tatas look beyond as they
scout for talent?

Those close to Noel say that his choice
will reflect some of his concerns related to
the Group.

‘While the market capitalisation of the
Tata Group’s listed companies has more
thantripled overthe past nine years, rising
to around Rs 27 lakh crore, it has been ac-
companied by mounting losses at some of
i v oo et pr

j
these companies need to be returned to
profitability.

‘The losses of eight unlisted Tata com-
panies stood at Rs 33,538 crore in FY26. Air
India accounted for the largest share of
these losses, with its annual loss doubling
toRs22,238 crore. Tata Digital, another key
unlisted business that houses the group’s
digital ambitions, reported aloss of Rs 4974
crore during the year.

As the group looks for a new direction
and investment plan in the wake of chang-
ing technological advancements, Noel’s
every move, especially the selection of the
new chairman of Tata Sons, will be keenly
watched and scrutinised.
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Employment opportunities

India must prepare workers for changing global needs

A new NITI Aayog study highlighted that India accounts for the world’s lar-
gest overseas migrant population, at 18.5 million, and is also the highest
recipient of remittances. This underlines the need to strengthen skilling and
institutional mechanisms to meet global labour demand. The current pipe-
line is concentrated in lower-skilled work, where construction alone accounts
for 71.3 per cent of National Skill Development Corporation International-
facilitated overseas placements. Between January 2020 and June 2025, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu together accounted
for more than 1.16 million emigration clearances, while Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) remained the largest destinations.
Thereisalarge opportunity to diversify this pattern. Across advanced econ-
omies, ageing populations and shrinking working-age cohorts are tightening
labour markets. At the same time, mismatches in structural skills and the weak
alignment of education and training curricula with the requirements of labour
markets are creating shortages of appropriately skilled workers. Demand is
expanding across infrastructure and construction, logistics and transport,
information & communication technology and digital services, green-transition
industries, hospitality, health care, and personal and social services. India’s
challenge is to connect its labour pool with these shortages rather than rely pre-
dominantly on traditional, low-wage migration channels. Poorly organised
migration can also erode its economic gains. A 2023 study published by the
National Bureau of Economic Research on Indian workers migrating to the UAE
found that migration doubled compensation, but intermediary fees reduced
take-home pay by about 10 per cent. Migrants also reported a significant fall in

Decentralise education, createjobs

India’s young population can drive growth only if the government invests more in education

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

The Jantar Mantar agitation we witnessed recently
showed that the government had not paid sufficient
attention to the concerns of people below the age of
30, who constitute halfthe country’s population. The
agitation wasled by GenZ youth, many of whom were
in higher or tertiary education, as well as those who
were looking for jobs.

They number 367 million and constitute a major
part of the generations relevant to our long-term
growth.Inessence, thecoreof the istheextentof

plus of poorly qualified graduates.
This is where government

ernment of India. It has focussed its policy mainly on
reaching out andent

promote manufacturing growth, while spendmg
arttention focuses mainly on developing infrastruc-
ture. That is why we have a substantial increase in the
share of government spending on transport, which
shot up from 5.2 per cent in 2016-17 to 12 per cent in
2024-25. This developmem of infrastructure has not
yetboosted , ar ofitwas
plainly wasteful, like the airports that were set up,
many of which are hardly used by air travel services,
and new highways that are often not capable of serving
acurrent development need.

Promoting manufacturing s, of course, desirable
and perhapseven more necessary astheriseininter-
net-sector services is now slowing down and, this
yeareven ause of the major ¢
infotech created by AL A crucial part of

matters. The 2020 National Educauon Policy
endorsed the goal of spending 6 per cent of gross
domestic product (GDP) on education by the Central
andstate govemmean which has been part of policy
sinceit by the Kothari C¢ way
backin the mid~6054

However, in practice, the share of government
ing on education has remained more or less

government support for higher education and

subjective well-being. Such costs highlight the risks created by inad.
information and weak safeguards.

The policy objective, therefore, should not be merely to send more workers,
but toshift from informal, low-wage migration to demand-driven skilled mobility.
There is a need for migration dashboards, foreign-language training, interna-
tionally recognised certification, and partnership: should
consider establishing mobility-resource centres as institutional interfaces for last-
mile delivery of mobility services. These centres can provide counselling, career
guidance, information on destination-country requirements, documentation,
and pre-departure support, helping workers make informed choices while reduc-
ingtheir dependence on informal intermediaries. Also adedicated diaspora rep-
resentation is important to raise workers’ concerns with host governments,
strengthen legal protection, and ensure timely grievance redress.

The state should promote circular migration. Workers returning with skills,
savings and international experience should receive support to re-enter
domestic markets, start enterprises, or find productive employment at home.
‘This would turn migration into a channel for knowledge and capital transfer
rather than a one-way movement of labour. However, it must be noted that
overseas migration cannot substitute domestic job creation. India needs a
dual strategy of building a workforce capable of accessing better global oppor-
tunities while expanding productive employment at home. The objective
should be to make migration a choice based on opportunity, not necessity, and
to position India not merely as a supplier of labour but as a global source of
skilled human capital.

Women at work
Workplace créche mandate must be prioritised

The Union Ministry of Labour and}:mploymem in a recentwrittenreply to Par-
liament, noted that it had di no d of d: y
workplace creches, and did noteven dataon how many i
were required to provide them or how many complied. Clearly, this isa worrying
ation gap. The provision introduced in 2017 required establishments
with 50 or more workers to provide a créche. Nine years later, there is no data to
suggest how widely the mandate is being followed. This matters because child
care is not merely a welfare provision. It is part of the infrastructure that can
enable women to enter, remain in, and progress in paid employment. The latest
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) data makes the issue more pressing. The
female labour force participation rate (LFPR) fell to 33.2 per cent in April-June,
from 34.7 per cent in the previous quarter. The urban female LFPR, at just 25 per
cent, remains particularly low. The recent moderation should not be attributed
to child care alone, since female participation is shaped by wages, availability of
suitable jobs, social norms, education, mobility and other factors. But it rein-
forces the need to adc onstraints that employment diffi-
cult forwomen.

One such constraint is the highly unequal distribution of unpaid care work.
The “Time Use Survey” shows that women spend 236 minutes a day on unpaid
domestic work for household members, while it is just 24 minutes for men. In
fact, the 2025 PLFS Annual Report says that 44.4 per cent of women cited child
care and personal commitments in homemaking as the main reason for not
being in the labour force. This will need to change if India aspires to grow at
higher rates. The women LFPR is much higher in other countries — it’s over 50
per centin countries like the United States and China. Thus, the policy objective
in India should be to make women's participation in labour force more sustain-
able and productive. India’s demographic trajectory makes child care particu-
larly relevant. Unlike many advanced economies, where declining fertility has
been accompanied by a substantial postponement of motherhood, most births
inIndiastill occur to women in their 20s. This means the years in which women
are establishing themselves in the labour market overlap with the period in
which they are most likely to have young children. Affordable and accessible
child care can consequently influence women’s ability to remain attached to
employment after motherhood.

‘Workplace créches, however, cannot by themselves resolve India’s child care
deficit. The 50-worker threshold I alarge part of India’s informal and small.

rospects fory adults.

‘When it comes to their access to education, there
has been substantial progress not just in school edu-
cation butalsoin tertiary educationin universitiesand
similar institutions. In the 40 years between 1983 and
2023, the percentage of people in the 20-29 age group
withagraduate-level education rose from
4 per cent to 28 per cent, which, in abso-
lute terms, translates into an increase
from 5 million to 63 million.

‘We have also seen a significant reduc-
tion in caste and gender-based discrep-
ancies in tertiary education and graduate
employment. A truly valuable change is
thefactthat Scheduled'l‘nbesmmeduca-
tioncan from tradil
pationsin leather and waste co]lecuon

The substantial y of grad-

-

NITIN DESAI

stagnant at around 4 per cent of GDP for along period
of time. The state governments spend 80-85 per cent
of this budget, as they are the ones who establish and
finance government-owned schools and colleges.
However, [he Central government is pamcularly

action for promoting manufacturing is to improve
the quality of knowledge and skills of graduates.
This is why higher spending on education at all
levels, from primary to tertiary, is as necessary for
accelerating the growth of industry as heavy invest-
mentsin infrastructure, which is the current focus of
the lyovernmen('s strategy. Focusing on employment
alsorequiresa ur-
ing po].lcythat promoteslabour-intensive manufac-
turing activities, much of which will be from
medium and small enterprises.
The Northern states account for the bulk of the
d vigor-

T the quality of
Using the dam available in the budget docu-

the
ouslytoimp the quality of education and promote
mdus(ry and other activities that offer decent jobs for

ments, what one finds is a o
reduction in the share of spending on
education by the Central government,
from 3.7 per cent of its total spending in
2016-17 tO 2.4 per cent in 2024-25.
Expressing this as a percentage of GDP,
it was 0.47 per cent in 2016-17, and
down to 0.33 per cent in 2024-25, well
short of what the Central government's
education spending should be, which
is1percent of GDP.

This failure to increase spending on

uates has been a major part of the boom

we have seen in our infotech companies, whose
exports are about $250 billion at present, and the sub-
stantial rise in global capability centres (GCCS). of
whicht

lion people. In fact, one can go a step further and
accept that the inward remittance of around $140 bil-
lion we receive from Indians abroad is substantially
attributable to the growth in the number of tertiary-
and high-school-educated Indians.

However, unemployment among the 15- to 29-
year-olds remains high — nearly 40 per cent among
the 15- t0 25-year-olds, and 20 per cent among the 25-
t029-year-olds, and only a few secure stable salaried
jobs within a year of graduation. The major challenge
isthe quality of education, the shortage of adequately
qualified; g;raduareswho can workv\nlhout substantial

education to improve its content is
reflected in the fact that nearly half of urban XIand
Xl class students spend about 10,000 a year on pri-
vate tuition. In rural areas, about one-third of the
students rely on private tuition and spend about
34,500 per year. Yet another indicator of this Jack of
spending by the government is the decline in enrol-
ment to government schools and the rise in enrol-
ment to private schools.

‘The youngsters are a major part of what we call a
demographic dividend. Ignoring their concerns will
convert this into a demographic disaster. There is a
need for stronger action by governments to improve
the quality of education and amore determined effort
tomeetthe 6 percentof GDPtarget thathasbeenapart

ighschool and tertiary. . Buttheotherstates
alsoneed to increase their commitment to raising the
quality of education.

Government action on education will require
close cooperation between the states, which account
for 80-85 per cent of public spending on education,
and the Centre, which has a key role in setting stan-
dards and even goals for education reform. This will
not work well if it becomes a process of dictation by
the Centre. We may do well with the decentralisation
of standards and the management of entry pro-
grammes by individual states, which vary greatly in
the quality of education, the availability of high
school and tertiary and the ilability of
decent employment.

What we need is an organised set-up combining

dthe Centre, whatwe have
for goods and services tax, that will set a coherent
policy and spending framework for the states and the
Centre. In our country, with a rising number of edu-
cated young people who can be the basis for acceler-
ated growth, the government’s development policy
must pay much more attention to improving the
quality of education and creating better employment
prospects for tertiary and high school graduates. Ina
democracy, the primary goal of the Centre and state
governments should be their impact on the lives and
hopesof all citizens.

of policy for 60 years.
Providi jonand

post-recruitment trainingt and the sur-

for the seemtobea priority forthe Gov-

desaind@icloud.com

Governing the Al elephant

Artificial intelligence (Al) is now important foralmost
every business. But it matters most in financial ser-
vices. Banks are using Al to check credit, catch fraud,

fairness, ity, and

both are avoiding rules about the technol-

Thisreport isonlyaset of recommendations, nota
binding law, so banks can’t be forced to follow it vet.

and help tock
using it for surveillance and compliance. Fund man-
agersare using it for research and investing.
Financial companies have huge amounts of data
that make them ideal for AL But it also means Al mis-
takes can be very costly. If an algorithm is deciding
‘who gets a loan or how a trade is handled, the ques-
tions that it raises are: Does the technol-
oogywork? How canI make it work for me?
And whois responsible when it fails?
Government’s  Chief Economic
Adviser V Anantha Nageswaran spoke |
about this at an Assocham event on
August7. Hewarned that India’s financial
sector needs totackle Al safety risks now,
instead of waiting and watching. This
warning makes sense as Al is moving

But follow existing RBI rules on
things like risk, cybersecurity, and consumer protec-
tion— and these rules still apply when Al is involved.
FREE-AI is showing where the RBI's thinking is

ogy itself. Instead, they’re focusing on the governance
around Al — who's responsible, how it’s monitored,
how risks are managed.

This marks a shift for company boards. Al has
been treated like a tech project, run by information
technology (IT) or digital teams. Now it needs to sit

headed adoptingit

cybersecurity, risk management, and

— after being nudged no doubt.

Sebi is taking a similar approach. In June 2025, it
released a discussion paper on respon-
sible use of Al and machine learningin
stock markets. It is proposing ideas
around mode] oversight, ongoing test-
ing, telling investors when Al is used,
fairness, data privacy, cybersecurity,

y and monitoring outside vendors.

The paper is suggesting that firms
using Al in ways that affect customers
directly should disclose this, along

faster than the rules meant to governit. THE with the risks and limits of the tool. For

Tworegulatorsarealready acting: The AT used only internally — like com-
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the QCCASIONAL  pliance or fraud monitoring — the
Securities and Exchange Board of India ASIDE paper is proposing lighter rules. A
(Sebi). Neither is making a full ATlaw yet, caveat. This is still just a proposal. Sebi
butarelaying the groundwork. Theinsur-  AMIT TANDON collected public feedback on it, but it

ance regulator has in June 2026 setup a
seven-member grouptolookat Aladoption, establish
an ethical governance framework, and evaluate fron-
tier Al risks in the insurance sector.

In August 2025, the RBI released a report called
FREE-AI (Framework for Responsible and Ethical

enterprise workforce. Abroader care-ec trategy, including and com-
munity facilities that can serve smaller establishments, is therefore necessary. A
study by the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister has similarly argued
for expanding child care services as part of a broader care economy. Thus, there is
an immediate need to establish credible data on covered establishments, com-

pliance and utilisation of créche facilities, and strengthen enforcement.

b of Artificial In , the bedrock
uf which is trust. It is suggesting [llat banks and
other regulated firms should have a board-
approved Al policy. This policy should cover the
wholelife of an Al system — from building and test-
ing it, to using it, watching it, and eventually retir-
ing it. The report also stresses explainability,

isn’ta final rule yet.

Recognising the risks, in May 2026, Sebi issued a
formal advisory about Al tools used to find security
weaknesses. This one isn’tjust aproposal —it’s oper-
ational gui It covers
ities, patching systems, watching vendors, and
monitoring security. It reflects a real concern: Al can
helpdefend against cyberattacks, butit can alsomake
it easier for attackers to find weak points.

Buttheregulatorsare clear thatabank can’t blame
i(sAl vendor ifcusmmersarebelnguea(ed unfairly, or

can'tdodge ility just because a

other board-level concerns, and boards need to ask
where Alismost critical in their business, and which
decisions are being shaped by algorithms. They
should understand what data is feeding these sys-
tems and how good that data is, and how bias is
being caught and fixed. They need to know whether
management can explain how a key model is reach-
ing its answers, and how the company is detecting
model drift over time. It's worth asking what the
backup planisifthe system fails, how dependent the
company ison outside Al vendors, and, importantly,
who is responsible when something goes wrong.

Models constantly change as they are learning
from new data, soitis difficulttobuild adetailed rule-
book. Recognising this, both regulators have chosen
broad principles over narrow rules: This is a welcome
change from the prescriptive approach that regula-
torsusually adopt.

Al is changing too fast for rigid, specific regula-
tionstostay useful forlong. The Ministry of Corporate
Affairs is unlikely to issue a dedicated AI rulebook,
leaving corporate India withoutone overarchinglaw.
The papers from the RBI and Sebi offer practical,
sector-tested guidance on governance and account-
ability. Any company can adopt these, making them
useful toIndiaInc. Corporationsshould treat these as
astarting point for dealing with AL

The writer is with Institutional Investors Advisory
Semces. aSebi reglslered proxy advisory firm.
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Writing from the wreckage

in Egypt asan outsider. I was
educated by Englishmen and
Americans, absorbing their

when “West Beirut was under
the domination of the PLO

fell about us like stones off a broken
building. Sundays, Mondays —all the
days of the week were alike and lost

BOOK
REVIEW

CHINTAN GIRISH MODI

On December 19, 2025, in response to
Lok Sabha member D Purandeswari’s
question about Indians in United
Nations peacekeeping operations,
Union Minister of State for External
AffairsKirti Vardhan Singh had
revealed that 898 Indian personnel were
serving in Lebanon as part of the United
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL) that was established in 1978.
‘The impending shutdown of
UNIFIL's operations on December 31,
2026, under pressure from Israel and

the United States, has raised serious
concernsabout the security and peace-
keeping infrastructure in Lebanon.
‘With India being one of the leading
troop-contributing countries, this hasty
withdrawal of military and civilian per-
sonnel meant to support cessation of
hostilities, deliver humanitarian aid,
and ensure safe return of displaced per-
sons, hits close to home.

UNIFIL was set up soon after Israel’s
invasion of southern Lebanon in 1978.
Another invasion, much bigger in scale,
took place in the summer of 1982, with
Israel laying siege to West Beirut. These
military campaigns were meant to
attack the Palestine Liberation Organ-
ization (PLO) that ran its operations out
of Lebanon. Hezbollah, a militant
Islamist group in Lebanon, backed by
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
of Iran, was also formed in 1982, to fight
the Israeliarmy.

Palestinian writer and scholar Jean

Said Makdisi’s book Beirut Fragments,
which chronicles the impact of the
Lebanese Civil War (1975-1990) on
everyday life, must be read in the con-
text of this geopolitical history. It would
be particularly useful for Indian readers
who are trying hard to wrap their heads
around how Lebanon got pulled into
thelIsrael-Hamas War.

The book offers a tenderand mel-
ancholic account of what it felt like to
live through the 1982 Israeli invasion. It
is powerful because of the author’s
refusal to let loss and grief be dressed
up in impersonal statistics that do very
little to expose the cruelties of the mili-
tary industrial complex. Experts who
pontificate on defence and strategy
must read it to remember ordinary
lives that are forgotten when analysis
remains focused on nation states and
armed groups.

‘The author writes, “My family came
originally from Palestine, but I grew up

o0 00 a:

culture and values along
with those handed down by
my own Arab ancestors.” She
is a Christian Arab who was
born in Jerusalem in 1940,
and also happens to be the
sister of the late scholar
Edward Said, who was an
influential spokesperson for

and their supporters, while
East Beirut by

their and all the dates of the

the Lebanese Forces who
wereat this point in direct
collusion with the Israelis™.
The author was guilty of
taking refuge in a part of the
country “dominated by those
who were in collusion with
the Israelis™. This emotional

ey 5 Beirut Fragments: < Z o
Palestinian self-determina-  Bearing Witness toa aspect, often missing from
tion in the diaspora. War think tank reports and

Her writing makes one by Jean Said Makdisi human rights dossiers, comes
think about how silly and Published alivein her book.
inadequate the nomencla- Profile Books/Hachette Apart from documenting
ture “Arabworld”iswhenit ~ 272pages 439 the killings and destruction
comesto ing abouta of homes, the author records
population that is diverse in the disastrous effects on the

terms of religion, language and
ideology. Those who have been
stuck with the assumption that all
Arabs are Muslims have a chance
to correct and update theirunder-
standing of this region through this
first-person narrative.

Beirut Fragments focuses onatime

mental health of those who managed to
survive. She notes, for i instance, the

monthas well.” She read Jane Austen
to find comfort and structure amidst
chaos while her children played Mon-
opoly and Scrabble or worked on
geometry problemsto create a sem-
blance of normalcy in their lives.

After the Israeli soldiers left at the
end of the civil war, her beloved Beirut
looked completely different from what
it used to be. The book, as expected, is
filled with warmth and nostalgia, but
does not look away from the detritus
left behind. “The Israeli soldiers,
wherever they had been, had defe-
cated in choice places. On books, fur-
niture, clothes and carpets; on
bedroom floors; near toilet seats and
in bathtubs; on school desks; and in

bouts of frenzied
came from a “manic desire to clean up
the whole world™.

She writes, “We slept when we
could; we woke when we had to. The
structure of time collapsed, and hours

shop wi , people found the rot-
ting faeces.” This is a grotesque but apt
visual metaphor for the shocking
decay of the human soul.

The reviewer is a journalist
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Getting Used to CAS
For Auction Delivery

Better price discovery, less manipulation risk

Sebiisclearthatitsrecently introduced closing auction ses-
sion(CAS)willbe how closing pricesaretobe determined.
Market participants unused tothe new method should ada-
pttothis new reality. The new process actually improves
pricediscovery,lowers therisk of manipulation, and ma-
kestracking by index and exchange-traded funds (ETFs)
easier. New York and London Stock Exchanges use CAS.
So, why the pushback?It'slargely coming fromoptions tra-
dersaccustomed toaspecificstyle of closingtrades. Sebi
has dismissed concerns over volatility in CAS, and attri-
butesinitial friction tolegacy algorithmsand trader infra-
structure builtaround theearlier processof determining
closing prices through volume-weighted average prices.
So, more of acase of old habits die hard.

CAS provides prices that buyers and sellers actually ag-
reeupon. Thismakes executinglarge orders moreefficient.
It becomes difficult to influence prices
through timed trades. The switch to a
global norm like CAS has a bearing on
passive investors by reducing tracking
errors for index funds and ETFs. Sebi
has adopted a phased rollout, starting
with F&Ostocks, and investorconcerns
should have been addressed by the time
CAS isapplied across the board. The regulator is open to fe-
edback on fine-tuning the system, even as it emphasises
that the new 3.15-3.35 pm trading mechanism is here to stay.

Regulation would favour market structures that contri-
bute to stability. Passive investments are a major stabili-
sing force already in the Indian equity market, and their
influence is growing. The derivatives segment is innate-
ly volatile, and Sebihasstepped in with measures tocurb
excessive speculation in options trading. Concerns over
timing gaps for options traders while the cash market
transitionsintotheauction phase willhavetobeaddress-
ed, though. Theregulator will have toensure volumesre-
viveinclosingtrade, and prices don'tstray too far fromthe
continuous market. Which on the whole should be fine
once the teething problems get sorted out.

With a Friend Like
This, Who Needs

Theolddictum, ‘Keep your fri
ismeantasshrewd counsel. Yet, Donald Tl'ump slatestsignal-
ling to Kim Jong-un — he posted ‘Kim Jong Un and 1 get along
GREAT! last Saturday, along withaphotoof the twostrongmen
atthe North Korea-South Korea border in 2019 —risks throw-
ing up unintended consequences. By ostentatiously courting
his North Korean counterpart, America's ‘Supreme Leader”
has unsettled ally South Korea, which wonders whether the
US'latestembraceof itsexistential adversaryleaves itdanger-
ously exposed. Trump’s public order to Pete Hegseth to dial
down military exercises with Seoul adds further grist to this
mill. Europe has already been forced to rethink its intimacy
with Washington, bruised by Trump'stran-
sactional disdain for Nato.

Henry Kissinger once quipped, ‘It may be
dangeroustobe America'senemy; but tobe
J America’s friend is fatal.’ Trump’s diplo-

macy drives the pointhome. But the truth
is that earlier administrations also befti-
ended rogue states in the name of ‘strate-
gic necess)tv' Post Cold War US indulgence of Pakistan wasa

fornaturalalli
ldcorroderather thananengt.hen asal esull. Tmmp sovertur-
estoKimunderminethel 1f etobe

hugged, friends are left wondering whether loyalty is aliabili-
ty. The wisdom of proximity collapses when proximity itself
becomes punishment.

India, ironically, benefitsfrom this. countel intuitivereasoning
gonemad. Itsrelati ipwith I hasbeen increas-

The most powerful thing a state can do for price stability is to remain solvent, and be seen so

Shamika Ravi

T alue of a nation’s money
reflects the strength of its
government. We tend to
measure that strength by
what we can see; roads, air-

ports, DPL But the most consequen-

tial work of a strong government is
fiscal dlscmlme credibility tohonour
its debts, wi to make hard,

et

unpopular choices, and restraint to
resist easy giveaways when a wind-
fall arrives. That commitment pro-
tects the curren-

cy’s value and.
with it, sav-
ings and wa-
ges of ordi-
nary penple

In

casestudy in
this contrast

India after 2008 fits the first half
of that story. Stimulus of the finan-
cial crisis, a large farm lo-

an waiver, expanding ru-
ral employment
guarantee, pay
commission ar-
rears, and a swel-
ling bill for fuel
and fertiliser
subsidies  kept
deficits widelong
after the emer-

By taxing cheap oil in calm years to

gency had pas-

between se-  build fiscal room, Gol could cut fuel  sed. Gol's deficit
enand unse-  excise to absorb shock rather than hovered  near
en. The co- pass it to households during crisis. 56% of GDP, and
untry lived This kept inflation within RBI's the general go-
with infla- tolerance band vernment’s near
tion of 811% 8%. What turned

ayear from 2010t 2013, then watched
itfall by half within2 yrs. The usual
explanations — expensive food and
then cheap oil — are true as far as
they go. Butthey explain neither tim-
ing nor persistence.

A better account begins with the
framework John Cochrane sets out
in his 2023 book, The Fiscal Theory
of the Price Level, and as he applies
in his 2025 Karl Brunner lecture, ‘In-
flation’. Its core is a single relation:
real value of a government’s debt
equals the present value of surplu-
ses it will run to repay that debt.
When markets stop believing the
debt willbe honoured, the pricelevel
rises to bring the debt’s real value
back intoline.

persistent deficits into persistent in-
flation was erosion of confidence in
future repayment.

Growth slowed from about 9% to
5%, shrinking the future tax base,
and a sequence of events made the
state look more extractive and less
predictable: a retrospective tax law
aimedatthe Vodafonedeal, Supreme
Court's cancellation of 122 telecom
licences in 2012, and of 214 coal block
allocations in 2014, and a broader po-
licy paralysis, each of which raised
the real return investors demanded
tohold claims on thestate.

The 2013 taper tantrum, when the
rupee fell by 1/5" in weeks, was the
same loss of confidence seen from
the outside. RBI raised rates hard,

t08.5% by late 2011, and again in ear-
ly 2014. Yet, inflation would not yie-
1d. Withoutafiscal correction, high-
erratesraised GoI's interest bill, fe-
eding the pressure they were meant
torelieve,

The break came in 2014-16, and he-
re the story turns counterintuitive.
Global oil price collapsed, from aro-
und §$110 a barrel to the mid-40s. An
oil importer might have passed that
windfall straight to consumers. In-
dia did the opposite. Between Nov
2014 and Jan 2016, Gol raised excise

lation

hikeis, onany cost puﬁhleasonmg
inflationary. Yet, it ided with

THE SPEAKING TREE

inflation falling to less than Iml(‘ its
earlierrate. Theresolution s fiscal.
By banking the terms-of-trade
windfallasrevenue, Gol produceda
durable rise in the present value of
its surpluses, repairing the back-
ingof its debt and lowering expect-
ed inflation.

Discipline, not a gweaway re-an-
chored prices. Afi

Responsible
Freedom

NEILVIMALKUMAR
Freedom isavirtue that we yearn

path and a new inflation-targeting
framework in 2015 sealed the change.
The repo rate was then cut without
reigniting inflation, the classic mark
of arestored anchor: The deeper vin-
dication has come since. That com-
mitment to fiscal discipline, once re-
established, has been held through
one crisis after another, from the
pandemic to the elosure of the Strait
of Hormuz,

By taxing cheap oil in calm years
to build fiscal room, Gol could spend
itduring the crisis — cutting fuel ex-
cise to absorb the shock rather than
pass it to households. This buffered
the blow, keeping inflation within
RBI's tolerance band. That steadi-
ness is the chief reason India’s infla-
tion has stayed low, while other eco-

takes great pride in upholdingit.
However, freedom can beabused.

Paul, al*c. philosopher, captur-
ed thisstruggle. He said, ‘I do that
which Idon't want todo,and Iend
updoing that which lought notto
do'—theerrorof commission
andanerror of omission. He was
sofrustrated with that conflict
thathecried out in desperation,
‘Who will save me?'

Charles Wesley's lines set tomu-
siccaptureafreedom that isborn
in the unlikeliest of places:an an-
cient Roman prison cell:

Long my imprisoned spiritlay,
Fastbound insinand nature's
night;
Thineeyediffusedaquick ningray
Iwoke, the dungeon flamed with

dutyonfuel onl0separ
lifting the petrol levy

lalitre, and diesel levy from about
¥4 to 77, to capture the gains from
cheaper cruderather than pass them
on, Retail pump prices, therefore, fell
farless than crude did, while the sub-
sidy bill collapsed and fuel-tax reve-
nuesurged.

This is the coun-
terintuitive hea-
rtof theepiso- %
de. A fuel tax

Realvalueofa
government's

debt equals present
value of surpluses
it'll run to repay that
debt. When markets
stop believing the
debt will be honoured,
price level rises to
bring the debt's real
value back into line

tha( the value of
er Twi

nomies lurchcdfmm shock to: shock. ight;
Disciplineisnot ion but My chail ff, my heart was
a Anditison free,

Wto  that Irose, wentforthand lbllnwed Thee.

© Inflation is fought on an unwcn
margin. The visible triggers—a fail-
ed monsoon, an oil spike, a rate deci-
sion — matter far less than the invi-
siblebelief that the state will honour
its debts in real terms, Central
banks can move interest
rates, But they cannot
substituteforacredib-
lefiscal promise.
@ Inflationisaregressivetax.
Iterodescashand wagesof the
poor, who cannot hedge, whi-
le the wealthy shelter in pro-
perty, equities, gold and forex.
The most powerful thing a
@ statecandoforpricestabili-
ty, and for citizens most expo-
sed toinflation, istoremain sol-
vent. Andtobeseentoremainso.

Thewriter is member EAC-PM

Fare-Capping Would Be Unfair to Air

M C Govardhana Rangan

Price control rhetoric is politically
popular across the world, India’s
hardly new to price control either.
Liberalisation is partly the freedom

buildingsand housingshortages, as
few came forward to build new
apartments. Scareity deprived
people wi llhng topay higherrents.

The listof airlines in India that
went bust is long. Thereare afew
trying to take off. But if policyma-
kers take amisstep at this crucial

IndiGo.

from controls that: e So, pop-upof ex- stage, they would be leaving the
preneurship for: decnd& orl bnau( pri ices on travel portals,or  groundopen fora near- ‘monopoly
Demand falls  anirritatingd for foranalread;
m the ‘zero-sum’ fallacy category, forseat selection, shouldn't bea Andeven the ‘best-run’ airline can
isbelieved to be triggertomake anessential in- see its fortunes slide. IndiGo repor-

In the mid-90s, it costabout 6,000 to
fly between Chennaiand Mumbai.
1In2026, it'shovering around the
same price.

‘This, despite crude soaringto$85a
barrel from $20, and without judici-
al intervention on pricing. The
number of planes in Indianairspa-
cehasgrown 4x, one Indianairline
featuring among the world's Top 10
by market value. India’s also the
third-largestaviation market, with
some of the swankiestairportsin
theworld.

In this landscape, an issue pending
inthe Supreme Court pertainstoa
demand to capairfares and come up
witha consumer-facing regulatory
body. Gol has promised the court that
apolicy is round the corner. This
comes at a crucial juncture when
India'sonadriveto promote tours ism

ingly transactionaland hedged. Earlier oW closer
have faltered. But, inretrospect, thatdistancelooks prudent. In-

andi ir connectivity. Can
pricecontrols help thisagenda?

gainingat the cost of someone. Air
travel isan economic transaction
between airlinesand flyers. Such
voluntary transactions wouldn't
take place unless both parties were
better off making these transac-
nuns. than not makingthematall.
travi o by

dustry commercially unviable.
What India’s aviation industry
needs isa bigger policy push to
expand and add more players, than
threaten new entrepreneurs with
restrictions. Air India, onceastate-
owned monopoly, is reeling under
losses of f crores of

airunderlinesamutual benefit, and
that current terms are acceptable to
both. Some disagreeing to those
termsand seeking intervention
isn'thelpful for flvers willing to pay
market fares and an industry that
directly h

ru some fearing whether it'll
survive in its currentshape. Spice-
Jethasbeen inICU foralong time,
with not only sliding passenger
trust but also litigation and financi-
alwoes.

Look nofurther than rent control
tosee the long-term impact of price
caps. Almost every big city —from
NYC to Melbourne to Mumbai—
froze rents to help people from
forever-rising prices. It probably
helped those already settled into
those homes from stumping up
more. But what they were left with
afterafew years was crumbling

Caps mean cutbacks

ted losses for two straight quarters,
thanks tospike in crude oil prices,
Seeking judicial intervention ina
world throwing up so many chal-
lenges, which even some of the best
in the business can't geton top of, is
misplaced.

Air travel is today accessible to the
middle-classes, and even totheless
well-off inemergencies. Courtsand
thegovernment, neither of which
has control over crude oil prices or
aeroplanelease terms, areata
disadvantage. Justagovernment
nudge has had desired impact
whenever there were sharp spikes.

If the objective is to connect more
cities and makeair travel affor-
dable, the solution isnot in price
caps that would drive entrepreneurs
away, but to lure more to get into the
airline business. Price caps would
dotheopposite of luring them.

to his per
vnml soul-searching in the work
of Christ. He illustrated the mech-
anics of twolawsat work inafol-
lowerof Christ—alaw that pulls
usdownandalaw thatlifts usup.

Atanairport, thelaw of gravity
keeps anaircraft grounded. After
thego-ahead isreceived, the pla-
ne taxis onto the runway and, in
afew moments, takes off. While
thelaw of gravity isstillat work,
ahigher principle of Bernoulli
pushes it into the sky. God trans-
forms usfrom the trappings of
our weak and sinful nature into
noble people who exercise free-
dom with responsibility

PEAS INA
PODCAST

How Spies
Read You

Steven Bartlett's The Diary of
aCEO has built itsappeal aro-
und intimate conversations
‘with people who have unusual
stories or expertise. The for-
mat can sometimes drift into
self-help terri-
tory, but its st
rength is Bart-
- lett'sability to
turn specialis-
ed knowledge
into questions
aboutordina-

rylife.

Theepisode, Ex-CIA Rev-
eals What Spies Know Ab-
out You, featuring former
CIA officer and whistleblower
John Kiriakou isacompelling
example. The 33-min episode
asks: what do spies understa-
ndabout human nature that
therestof usmiss?

Kiriakou discusses how in-
telligence work teaches people
tonoticesubtle behavioural
signals, assess trustworthi-
ness and recognise deception.
The takeaway is that reading
peaple is not some mystical
spy superpower; it islargely
about payingattention to what
mostof usoverlook.

Emﬂj:msalhmbc:l when

dia’sarm’s-length pragmatismmay pr

posture,

THINK ABOUT IT

Direct proof of the oldest life
formon Earth in Jharkhand?

cient Microbes
In Our Backyard

hed.

Yen & Art of Currency Maintenance

Neeraj Kaushal
—_—_———

New York: Here's a simple les:

Japan's finance ministry. The US
government reportedly dipped
into its euroreserves to purchase
ven. This, together with the Bank
of Japan’s (BoJ) purchases, pus-
hed the yen up to 155 to the dollar.
Yet, less than two weeks later,
almost half of theyen’s
gains from the inter-
venuun had evapmazed
i that the

for India from the massive, yet

purin Jharkhand: what could possibly be the oldmdimct
proof of lifein theformof fossilised remnants of microsco-
picorganisms dating back 3.5 bn yrs, a measly 1bn yr you-

joint Japan-US inter-
vention to prop up the. yen: don’t
aquandcrlnd.\a 's precious forex
reserves trying to manage the rupe-
e'sexchange rate. Don't become

US was helpingafriend in
. The US" ulterior
motive, however, appears
to have been limiting Tokyo's sale of
US treasury securities, of which
Bodis one: of ﬂ;l(! largest holders.

nger than Earth itself. Thin, carpet-like mi ial mats,
preserved in silica-rich rock, hint of Earth’s earliest stir-
rings. It's a discovery of profound scientific importance.
But, predictably. some patriots willfind in it proof of Indic

rate
asasymbol of national pride.
Exchangerate j lngmsm canbe

Larg f treasuries could
push bond yields hxghc_l Indeed,

AN

EYES WIDE SHUT

wereaccumulated when the yen was
stronger, Tokyo can even realisea
gain when it sellssomeof these
foreignassets ta buy yen.

Butif the primary objectiveisto
prevent the yen from falling, curren-
cy intervention is, at best, ashort-
term band-aid. The under-
lyingproblems lie elsewhe-
re.Japan has one of the
highest debt-to-GDP ratios
amongadvanced economi-
es, exceeding 200%. This
ratio could rise further
under Prime Minister Sanae Takai-
chi'sfiscal stimulus programme,
which includes a growth strategy
centred on massive public invest-
mentaswellas measures to provide

despite these um;: s,a$25bn

wasteful, Instead,
focus on macroeconomic fundamen-
tals aml keepmg the: Pmnumy m

cultural triumph.
Fossilised bacteria. warnth icif they
areinany dtolisten, aren’tproof of andby

extension India, being god's own country. To conflate mic-
robial mats with Mohenjo-daro is to confuse pond scum
withparliament. But, yes, they could be ourancestors, ‘our’
inthesenseof alllife forms, Pakistanis included. These or-
ganisms were architects of oxygen, quiet engineers of ha-
bitability, They should remind us that life’s grandeur be-

ultimately a price, best left lm woly to
the market.

Since January, Japan has pur-
chased more than $100 bn worth of
ven— by some estimates, as much
as $150 bn —to prop up its sliding
currency against the dollar. Market
participants believe that the govern-
ment intervenes when the yen

UStreasury of 30-yrbonds
last week cameat a yield of 5.2%, the
highest ina quarter century, The
last time yields were this high, in
August 2001, the treasury sub-

tooffset rising
energy bills.

had toremain within specified bands
relative to the German mark. The
market believed the pound was
substantially overvalued. Yet BoE

rience
carry the conversation rather
thanforcing a(akeaway The-
reisalsoanun
derthat skillsused by mtelh—
gence professionals have app-
lications far beyond spycraft.
[Engaging without being bre-
athless, thisisa good introduc-
tion tothe podeast’s broader
proposition: sometimes the
most revealing way to under-
stand ourselves istolisten to

continued buying d:
currency within ERM bands.

Itall came tonought on September
16,1992— ‘Black Wednesday' —
when Soros took aroughly $10bn
position against the pound. Pressu-
reultimately forced the British
government to devalue the curren-
cyand withdraw from the ERM.
Soros reportedly made about$2bn
on the trade, earning him the repu-
tationof the ‘man who broke the
Bank of England’,

It'sbetter to learn from the mista-
kes of others than by repeating
them. Depreciation of the rupee

someone
understanding everyone else.

[ Chat Room ||

ACASStudy in

Reform, Adoption
Apropos ‘When Turning Up Coun-
ts' by Rachana Baid and V Shun-

mugam, and ‘Brush Upon Teeth-
ing Pains'by Ashish Gupm (Aug

over: the past few months h

18),

The US-J: ffort
yen-dollarexchange rate isonly one
of several instances in which power-
ful central banks, despite having

eon Gol to ‘act’
andnotlet lhe rupee fall below 100 to
the dollar. Yet, mightier central
banks pmvltle asimple lesson: do

30-yr bond

enor financialr , have

not resources fighting
h

es of 160to

gmshumhlgnotw‘lthemplresbut with cells. So,
ymay be:awindow intothe

planet’ notatrophy in of civilisation-
alseniority T ient but civilisation is

another matter. Unless; of course, oneinsiststhefirstIndic
people were bacteria. Which, frankly, doesn't quite come
across the way it may be intended.

appr
the dollar: The first major inter-
vention this year came in Apriland
May, when Japan's finance ministry
purchased $73 bn worth of ven. But
the intervention provided only a
temporary reprieve,

InJuly, theyenfell to163to the
dollar, triggering ajoint inter-
vention by the US treasury and

tion session (CAS) framework
willdepend lesson its design than
on whether enough participants
find it workable. Regulators sh-
ould, therefore, watch liquidity,

auctions for5yrs. ultimately lost their ot. bidding behaviourand settleme-

Japan’s finance ministry has private financial markets in defen- RBIis inagood position tomanage ntrisks closely initially Smaller
will continue to inter bil dingover rencies. Perhaps  therupee intheface of aglobal institutions and genuine market
setheyen, With the most financial crisis because, although participantsshould have fair ac-
amassivestock § famousex- therupee is convertible on the cess, while excessive speculation
of roughly $1.3 ampleis currentaccount, India d 't have must by -aged. Cleardis-
tnin foreign GeorgeSoros’  full capital account convertibilit; closure rulesand timely auction

chal.longe to This gives Goland RBI greater datawould build confidence wi-

currencies, scope to restrict large thout 'y regulation.
Japan has the England (BoE) outflows in theevent of acrisis. Full A periodicreview would allow
capacity to in1992. capital account convertibility, by Sebi to correctoperational gaps
continue inter- Under the contrast, would substantially limit early and maintain market con-
vening for 2 European theauthorities’ ability to impose fidence over time. Reform works
several more ExchangeRate such controls. best when participation is broad
months, Be- i 1 i i
causemany of (ERM), the The writer is professor of social poiicy, SM.Jeeva

hes erves British pound Columbia University. US Chennai
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CONTRAPUNTO

The only thing that's real is
this lonely road tonight

~JOE COCKER, song

Red Ribboned

Delay inauguration by VIP to test a new road via aam
aadmi driving on it? Or just build a good road?

You can’t say govts don't respond to complaints in India. They

do. Only, their chosen remedies can leave us scratching our

head. Or, in some cases, banging it on a wall. This monsoon
has seen many a road go bump bump. Some of these are super
expensive prestige projects. Seeing their tax rupees become water
down a drain, worsens citizens’ misery. The creative solution govt
is mulling? Delay official inauguration for 2-3 months after a new
highway stretch opens for traffic. Apparently, it'stotest road quality
under actual driving conditions. But, hello, do citizens want to be
unpaid test drivers?

In Germany, road construction warranties are legally defined and
strictly implemented. When a contractor knows that substandard
work will cost them money even 2-4 years later, they have a
much stronger incentive to get the mix, drainage, compaction,

——————— and foundations right the first time.

\ In Australia, the emphasis is on third-
party, accredited, independent audits
of road quality. But looking at even
100 models fromacross the world will
not solve India’s problem. Multiple
—————— CAG audits flag that blacklisted

contractors keep participating innew tenders, and winning them.
The sustained failure to integrate different “portals” is likely
no innocent affair. But also, when a %4,200cr Lucknow-Kanpur
greenfield elevated expressway slips up 13 days after inauguration,
or the 212,000cr Delhi-Dehradun expressway within 3 months, who
inaugurated it isa distraction. What matters is what institutional
mechanism should have discovered the road’s weakness before

the ribbon was cut.

Delhi's10th Yamuna bridge project, Barapullah ITI, is at a10-year
delay and a 400cr cost overrun, or ¥600cr, depending on whether
the tender cost or original sanctioned estimate is taken as the
benchmark. But it's no inauguration virgin. Repeated ribbon-cuttings
are a thing. What this underlines is how much engineering is
humbled by the political scheme. There’s an absurd egomania in
this theatre of netas, cameras, television crews. Depending on the
electoral cycle, completed projects can sit idle, or uncompleted
ones get inaugurated. But there’s no plaque for maintaining the
roads, replacing the water pipes, or transformers. The ribbon’s
tyranny is much more than a calendar hitch. It feels like a dodgy
political highway tohell.

Lies, Untruths, Deceits

Fake Iran nuke claim shows potency of social media
to mangle reality, with dangerous consequences

If Goebbels was alive today, he would have a field day with social

media tools at our disposal. The chief Nazi propagandist was

an early proponent of the ‘Big Lie’ concept - repeat a lie often
enough, and it starts acquiring the illusion of truth. Social media
platforms would have been his favourite playground. Case in point:
the Aug 5 claim on X, from an apparently India-based handle, that
found its way to Netanyahu's speech later that very day. The content
related to Iran’s IRGC commander Ahmad Vahidi apparently
saying Tehran wouldn't give up its nuclear ambitions, as long as
Israel and US possessed nukes. Except, per NY7Z, which thoroughly
reviewed the claim, it was all fake.

Thefake content went viral, especially after
it was picked up by Israeli accounts, and was
ultimately shared by Netanyahu's son, Israeli
and US mainstream media, and even US's
ambassador to UN, Mike Waltz. But here’s
the real trick — the dubious claim essentially
catalysed confirmation bias among those who
already wanted topush theIran nuke narrative.
Of course, this tactic isn't new. Implanting
fake news in information streams to stimulate certain outcomes
has had devastating consequences. Recall the dodgy dossier —
plagiarised, misrepresented PhD thesis - that had been used by
US & UK tojustify the 2003 invasion of Iraq on the pretext of WMDs.
Or the 2017 hacking of Qatar’s state news agency that implanted a
fake story, claiming Qatar’s Emir had praised Iran and criticised
US policy, that led to Qatar’s blockade by four Arab countries.

The possibilities of such mischief today have further multiplied
given the advent of new technologies. From tools like Pegasus to
sophisticated deepfakes, cyberspace is a new, constantly evolving
battleground. A fringe statement on social media can be magnified
by bots in hours. Fake narratives can be imparted with an aura of
authenticity, through repeated sharing. Guarding against such
malicious tacticsrequires smart vigilance, and large-scale training
to spot misinformation. It's an increasingly complicated world.
And India, given its massive digital population, but with low digital
literacy, should be particularly careful of dangerousfake news.

Alphabet of age

XYZ of computing how young or old you are using letters
Jug Suraiya

Gen Z is in the news in India and in several other plnces 'I‘he
irresistibleriseof GenZraisesanumberof points.

So, How Much Does E20 Save?

Not much, considering higher ethanol prices for industry, farmland diversion for maize,
increasing imports of pulses and edible oils, and the toll on our aquifers

Arindam Goswami

FillpetrolanywhereinIndia,about20%

of what goes into the tank is ethanol -

alcohol derived from sugarcane juice

and maize. This, govt says, has been

done to reduce petroleum imports. It

. sounds like a smart move, given that
India imports close to 90% of theoil it burns.

But substituting petrol with ethanol won't make

sense if the ethanol itself is imported. Thate why,

pharma and chemical sectors continue growing when
their combined ethanol use was falling? It looks like
they started importing more of the finished chemicals,
instead of making them here,

Domestic production of industrial ethanol had
halved during 2022-2024, as distillers preferred selling
to oil marketing companies that offered them assured
offtake at high administered prices. Naturally, the
share of imported ethanol in industrial consumption
climbed. At one point, India was importing over 50% of
ethanol used by pharmaand chemical industries.

That’s before factoring in one more major cost of
ethanol. NITI Aayog and the petroleum ministry had
recommended maize as ethanol feedstock because
they thought it would use less water: However, per
the food secretary, it takes 4,670L of water to make
1L of ethanol from maize, compared with 3,630L for
sugarcane. The new maize-growing areas are also in
states with hard-rock aquifers. Beyond that, distilleries
use 3-5L of processed water per litre of ethanol. This is
an invisible cost but it will increase as more farmland
is diverted for maize cultivation under the influence

in 2019, govt moved biofuel imports—eth;

is a type of biofuel - from the “free list” lu §
the restricted one. Ethanol could no longer £
be imported for blending with fuel.

Regardless, India remained a net ethanol
importer through 2025, and almost all the
imported ethanol was American. Where
was it going? To the pharma and chemical
industries that used to buy from Indian
distillers until the fuel blending programme
started paying those distillers better.

It would have been a fair tradeoff had

ourdependence on imported crude reduced.
But fact is, India’s dependence on imported
petroleum didn’t decline. PPAC data shows
increased crude import dependence, even as
blending roughly doubled. That does not
contradict govt's claim of ¥1.97L cr saved
and 316L tonnes of crude substituted since
2014-15, because marginal savings and a
worsening ratio can sit together.

Why didn't ethanol blending reduce
dependence on imported crude as much as expected?
It comes down to physics. Because 100% ethanol yields
about two-thirds the energy of petrol by volume. a20%
blend, or E20, displaces only 14% of the petrol burnt
per km, not 2 The petroleum ministry itself says
E20 reduces mileage of calibrated cars by 1-2%, and

that of older cars by 3-6%

Besides, this “saving”
clarifying last month that E20 is costlier to produce than
plam petrol when crude is near $70 a barrel. Ethanol

sitscosts, with theministry

Meanwhile, the ban proved cuun(erpxodurtwe
in other ways. While imported ethanol was meant
for industries, its use actually dropped. How could

of high procurement prices.

And price incentives remain strong
because India has built more distilleries than
it needs for bm.h fue) and non-fuel demand;
Ameri

allons last Dec to almost nnthmg hv

126. It's easy to see why with peuol
tthe20% level,

ethanol is spilling back into Lhe industrial

market and pushing imports out.

That probably explains why maize and
ethanol stayed off the table in the Feb 2026
India-US joint statement, even though India
is willing to buy dried distillers’ grains - a
bypruduct of US c(h’mol industry - and red

Since DD
with it'sbad. foran
agrisector aJmady losing land to maize.

Distillers are now asking for permission
to export, to blend ethanol with diesel, and
to use ethanol in cooking stoves. Standards

Therc 's a bigger cost to be paid for ethanol as more
land isdevoted to feedstock crops. For instance, between
2021-22 and 2024-25, with administered price and assured
offtake at work, maize output grew 8.8% a yearand area
under it 8.7%. In 2024-25, some 126L tonnes of maize —
29% of the crop - went to distilleries. In Maharashtra
and Karnataka, land was diverted from pulses, soybean,
milletsand cotton.

Asaresult, Indiaimported 16mn tonnes of edible oil
Imports of pulses hit a record 7.3mn tonnes,
124, the country turned net importer of maize
for the first time. Guess what, we spent 30 times more
Jorex on edible oil imports than our savings from the
curbsonethanol imports.

for E22-E30 fuel have also been announced.
Policy seems to be driven by distilleries, missing the
point that ethanol blending’s main objective was to
reduce petroleum imports.

Considering ethanol’s impact on land use, pulses,
oilseeds and water, and the import costs of edible oil and
pulses, govt should clarify how much crude has been
substituted, inboth energy and volume terms. It should
providea clearaccountingof land and water use, including
the extra acreage involved. It should also limit the use
of first-generation feedstocks - maize, sugarcane-and
shift incentives to second-generation methods — crop
stubble, forestry waste, etc, as promised in the 2018
National Policy on Bmfuelsbut not yet delivered.

Thewriterisa h

Two Protests, One Idea: Stand Up To Power

Jharkhand student protests against govt job scams - called off after CM scrapped relevant exams - were
the same fight as Birsa Munda’s rebellion: resistance to entrenched networks of systemic dispossession

Nandini Tank

The young leader who declared Abua
Raj, Abua Dishom (Our Rule, Our
Country) at age 24 would recognise
Jharkhand's protests - victorious

administration. A comparable dual marginalisation
was evident in the youth protests. Students battled
both economic exploitation by recruitment cartels, and
coercive powers of state administration - that initially
responded with curfews and police force.

‘However, (hcse pressures are met with subaltern

after Soren govt ceded to di
as torchbearers of hisstruggle.
Birsa Munda’s historical nlgulan (1899:1900 rebellion)
fought to reclaim ancestral soil fi rom colonial offlcers
amindars, and

Today, tools of
have transformed, but the underlying architecture of
dispossession remains identical.
Birsa Munda's original uprising forced passage of
the landmark Chotanagpur Tenanty(CN‘I‘)Act(lm) 1u

agency. BirsaMunda'suprisingis
notjust political rebellion, buta re-articulation of tribal-
culture rights. Similarly, today’s students asserted their
constitutional right to protest, and challenged <tate s
narrative. They refused to accept superficial

Insta, X, WhatsApp, and live vi
have redefined how marginalised younger people
communicate, build consensus, and confront state
apparatuses. By neplacmg geographxcal 1solanun w:th

fragmented regional frustrations into a synchron tsed
statewide assertion of constitutional rights.

The digital shift offered strategic advantages to
the student resistance.

® Digital platforms democratised whistleblowing,

such as the offer of an inquiry by a retired judge.
The connection between the two movements is the
threadof Ulgul

of carbon-copied OMR answer sheets, leaked test images,
and forensic evidence across messaging channels

of survival and adaptation. It demonstrated how Adivasi
communities transform, while preserving core socio-

protecttriballand. Today, h
movement go beyond vacancy figures. He would seek to
dismantle predatory cartels, redjrec t mining my ties
towards rural higher
future where Jharkhand'’s destiny is governed by merit
andri lght rather than financial extracti ion.

tudent ecruitment
irr Lgul.n ities, cannot be viewed merely as grievances.
They'reamodern ionof ulgulan. Structural
Slmllal ities between 19th century’s colomal agr: arlan

and 21st century’s

are apparent. In both eras, marginalised communities
have been forced to resist deeply entrenched networks
of systemic dispossession.

Today, the site of Adivasi dispossession has transitioned
from agr: anan land to state’s msmuuunal apparalus
Post: alienated Adivasi:
from their spaces. Tribal resistance to environmental
exploitation has been frequently treated as mere law &
order problems. This pattern of marginalisation now
extends into public sector employment.

The modern diku operates as an illicit cartel of exam

political againstsevere pressure.

exposes abuse of authority, preventing
recruitment agencies from quietly dismissing paper
leaks, or masking evaluation irregularities behind
bureaucratic delays.

@ Social media allows young protestel‘s to bypass
traditi narrative While
media y delays or youth-led
rural agitations, first-generation scholars from districts
like Khunti, Dumka, and Latehar can broadcast live
updates directly from Jaipal Singh Munda Stadium,
ensuring their demands for administrative integrity
are articulated, without institutional filtering or
political distortion.

@ Social media also provides the agitation's infra—
decentralised coordination and sustained mutual aid,
without reliance on political party backing. Protesters
utilised IM platforms to organise torchlight marches,
schedule talks, and crowdsource essential supplies. It
amplifiescross-regional solidarity by linking localised
1'ecrultmont controversies in Jharkhand, to nationwide

Student protests the same res
Jharkhandis invoked their right to ensure msmuuunal
integrity While ulgulan was assertion to protect territory
and culfural identity, the student movement was a

reform and paper leaks,
his digital ecosystem connects rur: al aspirants with
1 mﬂ""- and student

cuumrywme transformingalocal erugg]e intoanationally

model mised r against fmm govt

for meritocraticacces

utilised land agrarian wealth,
modern recruitment mafia utilises paper leaks to extract
financial capital, effectively barring rural scholars from

ation, nance i
illicitintermediaries, and returned to its citizens.
Ulgulan relied on physical and oral networks, the
resonant beat of nugu:la drums, nocturnal forest
d

from

meri! y

Ulgulan

ation.

', perpetrated

simultaneously, by local landlords and colonial

an . to unite
Adivasi communities across Chotanagpur: The modern
utilised social media itutional

pm\'es that the >p|nl of Abua Ra) h\'ea on wnhu.\ a hlghl)'

its marginalised young not with hollow monuments to
the past, but with living dignity of institutional justice.
That justice is now expected to be served.

The writer teaches in Christ University, Bengaluru

alvm & Hohbes

e WHEN BIRDS BURF,
X T MUST TASTE
LIKE BUGS.

| these is the increasing alphabetisation of age by figuring out

how old or young one is by using letters instead of numbers.
Shakespeare enumerated seven stages of human life. In

modern tunes the Bard's seven stages were reduced to four:

mk‘anls children (who d kids when they d bloody brats when
they adult: 2ndlhecl:lerly b Uncleji d Auntyjis.
Then along the chr ical line a new category came into

being, the teenager. In India, it was the JSmagazine that invented the teenager,
referring to youngsters between 13 and 19, who formed a calendric bridge
between childhood and adulthood.

Age was reckoned in arithmetical terms, in numbers. Then, all of asudden

. millennial turn, arithmetical age was replaced by alphabetic age by
(3Ya) | thecreationof anew age category, GenX.
:/) But before anyone could say what an Xcellent idea that was, Gen
N X gave way to Gen Y. And before anyone could ask Yfor? Gen Y was
I superseded by Gen Z, which is making not just
.. waves but tsunamis all over the show.

Secondopllu() n The question might arise as to why there was
noGenWtop: Gen Y. How hadanentire Gen

gone missing? Was that what's called a Generation Gap?

It's not that there's not just no Gen W, but there’s also no Gen V or any other
letters that come before X. These are not mere Generation Gaps, but Generation
Gorges. However, alphabeticage hasa trick or twoup itssleeve. Switching from
the English to the Greek alphabet, there's already a Gen Alpha in the making,
followed by a Gen Betaand soon.

And when there are no more Greek Gens left, there’s always Cambodia’s
Khmer alphabet to fall back on which, with 74 letters, is the world’s longest
compendium of characters.

‘What happens to those who still compute their ages in numbers, like 30, 40.
ete? Let's just say that their daysare, literally, numbered.

NOBODY ENER PAYS )
ME A PENNY FOR
MY THOUGHTS.

=510

Sacredspace
Wheredoes Space-
Time come from?
Isthere any answer
except that it com
_/r vm consciousnes

¢ a \lum Show?

“Ifyouwould learn, Muh'
John Wheeler

Theory Of Relativity And Advait Vedanta

B Purushartha

dvait Vedanta is the most
mﬂuennaland popularreligious-
chool in India. It

have been developed by Spinoza and
Hegel. Spinoza’s pantheism identifies God
with Nature, meaningeverything in the
universe is an expression of one absolute
with infiniteattributes. All

curvature of spacetime.

isanon-dualistic belief in Brahmn, sat,
thesol

bemgsare ‘modes’ of tlusabsnlute

curve spacetime, giving t!

reference frame, their speed, or the

Lengths may contract; clocks may
runatdifferent speeds; matter and energy

adhyas-realistic illusions-arelaws
of nature thatare independent of any
observer. Phenomena, on the other hand,
are mamfes(atmus of theseunderlying
lawsunder dcontexts.

Beyond the
of God, Brahmn is the underlying reality
inall existences, including gods, tlemon:.

without any
divide. Emszem expressed his belief not
ina persunal God buti in Spinoza's
0
Hucte

humans, places and times God, and hi

and feelings of separate existences are
notabsolute reality but are temporary
and ever-changing. They are mithya,
anillusion-notentirely false but
impermanent. The source of this illusion
ismaya, which can be contradicted,
negated and overcome with the true
knowledge of the ultimate reality and
the knower’s non-separation from
Brahmn - fat tvam asi, ‘you are the one’,
and aham brahmasmi, Tam Brahmn’.
Oneof thebest ways to understand
maya isto watch The Matrix.

views were deeply
influenced by Spinoza.
Einstein'stheory of
relativity providesa
modern, logicaland
scientificframework for
understanding th
teaching of Advait Vedanta. The theory
asserts that the world appears differently
toobservers. Ekam sat vipra bahudha
vadanti, Rig Ved verse 1.164.46 - there
isonly one truth expressed differently
by observers. This is because the world’s

observer. Thi

of acceleration or gravity. However,
Einstein did not mean that the world
itself is purely subjective. Underlying
laws of nature govern relative
appearances. These laws are
?, thesame forall observers
‘.'_ regardless of theirreference
98 frame. Scientists indifferent
partsof the world may observe
and measuredifferent
THE SPEAKING TREE phenomenaand appearances:
vetthe underlying laws they
deduce will be identical in each case.
Einstein firmly believed inan
objective reality. For Einstein, nature’s
lawsare entxml) mdependent of the

Thus, while phenomena appear different
todifferent observers, the theory of
relativity allows scientists to 1ran<1au=
or transfor
and thus return to an objective account
of the world. Therefore, for Einstein, the
certainty of asinglereality lies behind
themultiplicity of appearance. This
underlying reality is quite independent of
any observer Consequently, for Einstein,
despite the term ‘relativity’, there wasa
concrete certainty about the world which
lay in the mathematical laws of nature.
Advait Vedanta posits Brahmn is the
substratum underlying jeev, jagat. ‘Brahm
satya jagat mithya' - Brahmn aloneis real;

sueunﬁc woﬂdv:ew gives special meaning

and world ismithya.
The writer is joint secretary, GOIL

InWestern views appear

theobserver's toh

ies. Behind all

Views are personal
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gazing—from
innovation to valuation

Scepticism over the huge valuations of Big Al players may have grown amid warnings from

Jinancial risk trackers, but a scenario exists to justify them. How dreamy it is remains hazy

! rontier Al companies looking to raise
public funds have left lots of investors
puzzled. While private funders assign
them eye-popping valuations, scepti-
cism has risen over the vast sums of
capital going into the American Al

mdustrv, especially amid a web of circular deals.

Anthropic's valuation, for instance, is projected

by some big investors at around $2 trillion by

2028, based on its forecast of $190-200 billion

inrevenue. That would be more than double its

current valuation of about $965 billion, with its
annualized revenue at $47 billion in May. Its
rival OpenAl is privately valued at $852 billion,
withits annual topline put at just over $25 hil-
lion, as extrapolated from its monthly data.

Can the equity of these companies be worth so

much? It can only be justified by exponential

growth. Which is what the industry is betting
onwith mega investmentsin digital infrastruc-
ture. Together, US-based Alphabet, Amazon,

Microsoft, Meta Platforms and Oracle are

expected to spend about $720 billion on capital

projectsin 2026, as per LSEG estimates.
Alservicesare costly to offer but expected to
be highly profitable too. This paradox may
reflect an investor perception that the industry
addresses not one market, but two. The firstisa
mature one for Predictive Al, where machine
learning has already automated fraud detec-
tion, credit scoring, phone feeds, advertising,
logistics and industrial forecasts, with gains
visible across businesses and handsets. The
second is a frontier market for Generative and

Agentic Al created by tech advances. Players are

putting billions into models, chips, data centres,

networks, power generators and talent in antic-
ipation of lower unit costs and potentially
boundless usage (one agent can hire another).

Yet, these systems still hallucinate and make
errors, while agents go rogue too often. Grum-
bles have arisen that productivity wins do not
Jjustify Al'token bills. Some enterprise users say
it turns out costlier to let bots take over human
roles, especially if the unseen cost of layoffsis
taken into account. The web of capital, mean-
while, has grown complex. While Al majors
investina huge hardware build-up, chipmakers
like Nvidia and AMD are recycling some of their
Alwindfallsinto this ecosystem through equity
and other deals that link chip supplies with
future compute capacity. The Bank for Interna-
tional Settlements has flagged risks of Al invest-
ment being financed via arrangements that
resemble debt but stay off balance sheets.
Nvidia's plan with Apollo, BlackRock, Black-
stone, Brookfield, Goldman Sachs and KKR for
Al-funding platforms would suggest a large
appetite fora piece of the action. The trouble
with closely interlinked deals is that a single
node of failure might trigger a big blowout.
Thatsaid, if inference and token costs drop
sharply and Al models achieve efficiency and
stability, it may be easier to count on future
returns that justify sky-high valuations. Yet, so
long as variable costs exist and differentiation
finds customers, thisis unlikely toend upasa
winner-takes-all market; in other words, rivalry
will leave no space for monopoly profits. Pre-
dictive Al has proven itself, but AT bulls are yet
to convince sceptics ofa pot of gains at the end
of the generative and agentic spectrum. While
blue-sky gazing has a stellar record in the world
of digital technology, with virtually no limit on
what can be dreamt into being, hardnosed
investors prefer to go by the factsin evidence.
What works well for innovation needn’t suit
financial calls, even if AT bulls foresee big wins.

GUEST Y
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How corporations can mitigate
ajobocalypse led by Al adoption

Governments could consider tax nudges but ultimately employers must help their employees cope

RAGHURAM G. RAJAN

isa professor of finance at the University of
Chicago Booth School of Business, former
governor of RBI and co-author of ‘Breaking

the Mold: India’s Untraveled Path to
Prosperity’

rtificial intelligence (AD)-related
jobdisplacement iscoming,
* though no one knows how fast it
will proceed, how far it will go and
which sectors it will affect most. Much

rently produce, Al adoption will have
the effect that any new technology has.
Yes, some jobs will be rendered redun-
dant (implying displacement); but some
Jjobs willbe made more productive and
exciting as Al removes drudgery and
assists with tasks dolesswell,

Inaworld where governments are
already cash-strapped. one way to level
the play
tokensa firm u:
will need to be calculated (ale}ullv to
avoid impeding Al deployment. While

d

and new jobs will be created.
Moreover, if Al adoption occurs
because of the productivity increases it
brings (rather than because it costs less
in taxes than human effort), firms’ abil-
ity to produce more for less will allow
themto reduce prices and increase
sales. Thisis the famous Jevons effect,
which should also increase jobs.
Yetanother reason for optimism is
that Al may help create new businesses.
Jill might hesitate to become an entre-
prcuem \ellmgdnﬂwmd furniture
shealsoneedsawet

it Is on the pace at which i
ﬁnm apply the technology to their
operations. A recent US Census Bureau
Business Trends and Outlook Survey
indicates that only 20% of firms with

mer mr] an tostart up. With
Al performing both those roles perh1 ps

'y tic Al providers can
betracked easily, foreign providers
would also have to be brought into the
net; but thisisnot an insoluble problem.

Recognizing that the first round of Al
displacement will not be the last, it will
be even more valuable to get firms to
re-train workers periodically, and to
retain workers whenever possible. Per-
haps governments could consider a tax
credit for additional training provided
toworkers, with one-third of the value
earaworkerretains
employment. Ifthe government wants
toapply sucha policy to Aladopters, it
could even require the credit to be used
(ml\ tooffset the token tax.

she can set up a sole propri
.ngﬂmnl]y lesc Cost. The uumbex of

ly

fewer than 20 employ Iy use
Al compared to 37% of businesses with
atleast 250 employees. While larger
firmsare doi; ng more, 37%isstill quite
meagre cons
threshold foranswering in the affirma-
tive (whether Alis used “in any business
function”).

l‘urmm aduplmn isbeing impeded

duringthe hasincreased
further in recent quarters.

Aseconomist David Autor points out,
Al canalso equip moderately skilled
workers with higher-order skills, asin
the case ofa nurse practitioner who can
diagnose and treat many more illnesses
with the help of medical AL Given the
enormous demand for medical services

by ingalr cady

ishing A lities i
worlkflows inaway that will allow cum
paniestoreap the benefits fully. Doing
sorequires models that are not only
trained on existing data but also adapt-
ive to new data generated thr ough

1also services more gen-
erally, there is plenty of room for fur-
therjob creation.

But evenifthe ‘jjobocalypse’isless
severe than many feared, minimizing its
effectsisstill necessary to maintain
sacial solidarity, and corporations will

everyday use. Another factor

adoption is uncertainty over cost. Many
large firms are running pilots and pos
poning hiring or firing decisions as they
await more clarity. Eventually, competi-
tive pressures will force them to adopt
the technology more fully.

need to be enlisted in the effort. After

all, itis they who will have the best sense

ofthe new oppnrlun s that their
-train for. The first

y government, then, is to

identify and address all the ways the tax

tant than taxi;

however, will be firms' acknowledge-
ment that they are fully engaged in
helping their employees cope with an
uncertain future. As employment
uncertainty grows, even the bestand
brightest may worry about accepting
offers from an employer who could fire
them wheneverit finds that Al can do as
well or better. Employers who promise
to support their employees may enjoy
anadditional bonus; as their reputation
grows, they will have a wider pool of
high-quality candidates to choose from.

The trend here is encouraging. In
ongoing work. Luigi Zingales, Pietro
Ramellaand I find that the share of US
Fortune 150 CEOs declaringin letters
toshareholders that they care about
employee development hasincreased
steadily, from around 20% in 2008 to
44%in 2023. We cannot rule out the
posanhml) that thisis all cheap talk. One

t. The more that cor

engage inwhat may bc the defining

system biases cor
hum(m lal)uul loremnple aUS firm

The outlook for jobs is not entirely
imistic. If i inue pro-

ducing the goods and services they cur-

-security
for every worker, but not for AL

10 PEARS GO

L

four time—i.e.,
providing good jobs for humans—the

more we can all look forward toa luture
ofplenty. ©2026/PROJECT SYNDICATE
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He who lives by

the crystal ball will eat

shattered glass.

RAY DALIO

I

Privacy must sail past both the devil and deep blue sea

anci mg m(lmdual privacy rights with state

VIKRAM KOPPIKAR

N
is an independent privacy
lawyer.

{| nHomer's epic Odyssey, the sacred tenet
of Xenia (Zeus' s Law) is give en dlwn,rem

U inter i P
abiding by its cusmms to shelter and fecd

'y data

ing resl.ncuons when pr(ventmg
leg:

This was by the
Supreme Courtin CPIO, Supreme Court of

civic ¥ )

Tt Fad fsurveillance | detecting, i
systemsat the Ianmr ’\hnnr protml siteof
d s re- the

reasonable expectation ot ‘privacy in public
spaces. The Delhi Police deployed Mobile
Command and Control Vehicles alongside
Tkshana, an Al-enabled surveillance van
equipped with 360-degree cameras and
ial iti ilit

offences. However, state survi elll.mu: is
bound by a three-pronged standard estab-
lished in the Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.)
vs Union of India (2017) judgement. The first
i ity: state action

suitorsin ofherhusband Odys-
seus. Meanwhile, the cyclops Polyphemus
\'mlmﬂy floutsthe: l,OdL b\ devuunngodvs

linked to criminal databases. Law enforce-
ment auLhunLu.s maintain that such tools

seus’s crew., T

rule carries conse-

ar mgpublm order
of

e and real-time i

quences forall involved.
lndm today is wi lnessmg a u)mpdml ;le

known offenders.
This practice has been challenged

struggl astatutory through a public interest litigation (PIL) in
rounding the Digital Personal Data Protec- | the Delhi high court. The petition contends
tion (DPDP) Actof 2023, 1tis for | that filmingciti ingroutine activitie
rigorous ituti TU- sud\ asresting, L,almg orreceiving medical
tinyk i i i Yet, indiscriminate

recent developments have thrust the DPDP
Act into a critical intersection between the
Right to Information (RTI) Actof 2005 and
state law-enforcement practices. Two flash-
points—the deployment of facial recogni-
tion technology at Jantar Mantarand legisla-
tiveamendments to Section 8(1)(j) of the RT1
Act—have highlighted the challenge of bal-

subhash Chandra : lgﬂm‘a[(ZOL‘)l In

pacity on the other. Finding
needn’tbea
Surveillance guardrails: International

whether

such as the EU General Data

of]| ]udgm could be disclosed under the RT1
Act, it held that these constitute persona]
information, requiring a “careful bal;

Protection Regulation (GDPR) illustrate that
public-space monitoring can coexist with

procedure” under Section

privacy jct

data retention ti d

ked by an 17 8 to \\engh public m(lepvndenlaudnlop
ing and clear legisla- There sa way ace againstindi- public and personal informa-
Vi k. Second, vidual privacy. tion: While the amended Section 8(1)(j)
legitimate aim: the action for the country The DPDP Act si gmﬁ shields public servants fmm h;\d f.uLh h.xr-
ﬁlcui;hltnr;fs‘:gs?u:;ﬁﬁ;‘)‘; to steer clear of ;;:]‘:Lmlgmv“lmgerpub- orisprade m:\l:d” ibl can
seostyoligive Tt both unchecked Ut essinm | ilabpmbeynprsriammaiin
y:the na ccompany ure-
andextentoftheintrusion  gyrveillance and tive proviso from Section | ment,tend i isions) to
must be proportional to e o 8(D(j). By establishing an | preserve civic transparency by relvm"nn
the ubjcc(i_\'c. soAil c:.\n_bc admlnlstratlve absolute ption for | the ished principle of i
done only ifless intrusive - personal data, theamend- | expectation of privacy.
means are unavailable. opaCIty ment removes the discre- Odysseus's ‘homecoming’ was fraught

RTIand personal m[ur
blicofficials: A

mation.

an(lmlmﬁlwma&s surveillance.”F
argue this creates anunconstitutional chill-
ing effect on the fundamental rights to
peacefulassembly and free expression (Arti-
cle19), aswellas the right to privacy and per-
sonal dignity (Article 21) under which India’s
DPDP Act was instituted.

Section 17(1) of the DPDP Act explicitly

parallel shift has taken place regarding the
disclosure of public officials’ data. Histori-
cally, Section 8(I(j) of the RTTAct ewmpr.ed

tionary balancing test artic-
ulated in the Subhash
ChandraAgarwal case. insulating personal

Navigating the it—privacy revisited:

personal information from ydis-
closure, unless a publicinformation officer
(PIO) orappellate body determined that the
“larger cinterest” justified i

Like Ody p
Seyllaand Charybdis, i lata privacy

with challenges, but these made him a better
man. The ongoing constitutional challenges
before the judiciary will serve as critical
Through judici: and
the framing of delegated rules, the DPDP Act
may achu-\ e a calibrated balance between

governance requires steering between
ecked surveillance on one side and

utility ictranspar-
ency and fundamental privacy rights, all
before it finally arrives home next year.
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The foreign direct investment we
need is not the FDI India counts

The country must earn more dollars in defence of the rupee. Since what gets measured gets managed, let s rejig FDI statistics

are, respecnvely founder-chan‘person and
operating partner, The Convergence
Foundation

stherupee depreciates, India’s for-
eigninvestment numbers have
come into the limelight. The focus
hasbeen net foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI), down from nearly $
billion in 2020-21 to under $i billion
202425, evenas gross inflows touched arecord
\‘M 5 billion. Much of that gap is g
ity and venture funds harvesting: oldinv
throughIndia’s buoyant market for public
share offerings. Exits working as they should is not
The issue here, though, isa different one:
focusing on FDI that matters.

Indiareports FDIasan undifferentiated num-
ber, lumping together a private-equity cheque that
might go towards buying a promoter’s stake in his
company, say, with Foxconn investing to create
more than 50,000 new jobs at an iPhone campus.
l hese are radically d.\lTercnlkmds of capital. Pri-
and ventur with an exit
alrm(l\' priced in: their lndlld,.\l(’ istosell within

three to seven years and send the proceeds home.
That capital is welcome. It finances startupsand
deepens our capital markets. But it is temporary by

design, closer to medium-term foreign portfolio
investment and secondary market purchases than
todirect investment in commercial ventures.
Treatingall ofitas one number obscures the key
question that matters for jobs, exports and the
rupee: how much for exp:n investment is building

India’s ows n"'l owhat extent is the (‘umplc\ know-
how needed for manufacturing globally competi-
tive products being acquired and mastered within
the country?

Aswe construct answers from proxy data, the
picture s sobering. Of the roughly $700 billion of
gross FDI India received over the past decade.
manufacturing un:oumad fm only about $165 bil-
lion—or 24%—against 55-83% of Vietnam's inflows
inany given year. Export-oriented production (like
Foxconn campuses, Samsung’s Noida plant and
Micron's Sanand unit) accounts for just 10-20%
of manufacturing FDL The output side confirms
ed firms produce 71-76% of
Vietnam's exports and 60-65% of Mexico's, and
produced 58% of China’sat its 2005 peak. In India,
the best estimate is 8-

India’s FDLis overwhelmingly aimed at selling
goods and servicesin the Indian market, not to
manufacture here for exports. Both are welcome.
But only the latter earns dollars, absorbs workers at
scaleand structurally defends the currency.

Some recent examples showwha possil

Ie.

value chain, one anchor decision, and India
acquired an export engine that did not exist a dec-
ade ago. Likewise, Taiwan’s Powerchip Semicon-
ductor Manufacturing Corporation (PSMC) isin
partnership with Tata Electronics to set up India’s
lus( thp fabrication facility in Dholera, Gujarat, a
C Semicon Mission.

Hnw can we make such successes cascade across
the economy

First, what gets measured gets managed, India
should report manufacturing FDI as a distinct
hud.lme figure, splitinto export-oriented and

L. the effort must tilt deci-
sively toward East Asia and Europe, East Asia s
where export-platform capital actually i
the asymmetry is stark:
$6 i
Taiwan’s 228 companies in India are arounding
error; Japan's 434 firms in India have not grown
since 2018 and are an order of magnitude lower
than the number operating in China (13,034).

In the face of China Shock 2.0, Japan, South

domes marku inve vslmom report private Koreaand Taiwanare all looking to diversify. The
equity W from pplies to Europe. Inaddition, they are all
durable direct i and publish he sh: ageing fast. Shrinking workforces are pushing

China,
a

national exports produced by foreign firm:
Vietnam and Mexico publish these statisti
matter of course.

Second, build the machinery to ramp up the
numbers: a permanent global value chain (GV ©)
task force toland 30 anchor¢
reporting to the Prime Minister's Office and with
the ability to coordinate across ministries as well as

their manufacturers to place production and

increasingly engineering in younger economies.

the rare candidate that offer ale, vnu[h

ing lak*m~.1 th il package.
o
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Why RBI must test flexi loans
before it bars non-bank offers

Revolving credit is risk:

\
“
ANDY MUKHEF
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering

industrial companies and financial services
inAsia.

ome of India’s smaller non-bank fin-
anciers have been getting a bit too
creative lately. And that has led the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to consider
I k'sL\'ll lmglheauexs to hn.uu ingneeded
and small

bumness owners.

Revolving credit—which allows people
1o borrow money up to a set limit, pay it
backand borrow again—isa goalpost zeal-

y Allowing non-
could encourage
borrowers to pay interest to one lender by
dippinginto their so-called flexi loan with
another. Rinsed and repeated, th ight
lead to the evergreening of bad debt.

That happens at banks too, but there’s
Justabout 100 of them to supervise. Even
though they are also regulated, pol; ng
more than 9,000 non-bank financiers is
nearly impossible. Hence, RBl wants loans
allowing flexibility around repayments
reserved for deposit-taking institutions
and credit-card issuers, Other lenders will
be banned.

RBI hasinvited public comments by
August on a proposal that shadow ban]
should only offer term loans with pre-de-
termined repayment schedules. For over-
draft limits, horrowers must go (o banks.

Itisa \wll me: anmg(hru tive that none-

recarious structure of
empluymz:m inthe world’s most-populous
nation. Less than half of urban workers—
and just13% in rural areas—geta monthly
salary. Forover 200 million self- (mplo)ed
people, banks are not a reliable sourc
financing to smooth unpredictable
flows. They are reluctant to gi
capital limits to tiny enterprises that lack
collateral, while freelancers have trouble
EL’(III\[-,'( redit cards because they are una-

The bargain Indi: Id rthese e
therefore explicit: access to the world’s fastest-
growing large market in exchange for using India
asabase lo manufacture for the world, with

ahotline to chief ministers. GVCsare ¢ by

perhaps 200 firms. India should pursue the 30

most mnscqucuual deal by deal; for emnplc Sam-
LG

and Safran inaerospace;
wear; D(‘I] HPand : BASF in
S Decker in power tools.
Winning ananchor means solving that com-
pany’s specific problems faster than Vietnam or
Thailand would and even res Cross
the Centre and states—land ready to build on, a
customs bottleneck or component duty, visas for

Apple’s decision toanchor in
India turned smartphones into the country’s Ian gest
export item—worth over $25 billion a year through

a |)1r]ngt' tocover Cost.
Vietnam's prime-ministe working groups close
deals this way. The task force shouldideally be led

anchor-plus-supplier-cluster packages.

Aswe formulate our look East strategy, China
cannot be ignored either. Like it or not, China will
be one of the largest sources of manufacturing FDI
over the next decade. India should negotiate the
entry of Chinese manufacturers on clear term
bring the technology, build in India, export from
India. The deal? Market access in exchange for
capability transfer and export commitments
through joint ventures where control matters.

Thirty anchors, honestly counted, at even half of
Apple’s demonstrated trajectory would come close
todoubling India’s merchandise exports within a
decade—with high-wage jobs, supplier ecosystems,

cross a dozen states and a rupee defended by

Foxconn, Tata Electronies and Pegatron. One global

by aretired civil servant with

power, earnin

MY ?

er than intervention.

tosubmit evidence of steady income.
Smaller firms have it especially hard
because buyers are notoriously slow to pay.
Non-bank lenders stepped into this gap
with a product approved once for a fixed
maturity. Itisnot alimit that revolves end-
lessly. withdra:
and repay surplus cash when available,
Borrowers who use about 70% of their
withdrawable limit cut interest costs by
200 to 250 ha:xs points while keepmu a

but India’s loan market needs rivalry too

Baslc fmanclal services mustn't be the
preserve of the salaried class.  isTockeHoTo

needed. Flexi loans, which have been
offered by large non-banks fora decade or
longer, servea j,euume need without pos-

1jaj Finance and
a Birla Capital have erected guard-
sthey and other lenders explained
toRBIin 2024, a properly structured flexi
loan is not an open-ended credit facilit

When a bank gives a business an over-
drafl, it runs an annual health check on
theirsalesand inventory. By the timesstress
isdetected, adefault hasusually occurred.
Wi llh flexi loans, the sanctioned limit
remains capped, follows arigid amortiza-
tionschedule and reduces to zero infive to
seven years. To avoid delinquency, bor-
rowers must pay monthly instalments
using outside funds—not unused balances.
Throwingthe baby out with the bathwa-
teris a failure of imagination. Instead, the
regulator should make fuller use ofits regu-
latory sandbox—acontrolled environment
designed toassessrisks and weigh opportu-
nities. Allflexiloans could be battle-tested
inreal time, allowing RBI to gather granular
data based on actual borrower behaviour.

Banning the product will not make it go
away. One flexi contract will splinter into
20 term loans, adding to paperwork and
()\'emhdmm;: chdn bur eaus Lenders
scoring of
loanswill have to rewrite algorithms. Bor-
rowers will pay more in processing fees.
None of this will yield any systemic
improvement.

The larger point here goes beyond
credit. Basic financial activities like saving,
borrowing and insuring against unfore-
seenevents must not remain the preserve
of the country’s salaried middle class.
India’s credit market can no longer afford
to ignore its small business owners, gig
workers and freelancers. Their numbers

will only grow asartificial intelliges nee puts.

made theself-employed morevisibleand

dd\ 1 '&() to

terinloan It works forbathsides.
Is there evergreening of bad debt in

creditwe v.and they needaccesstothe
formal financial system without exposing
it to unseen

That mlls formore competition, not less.

ure. based loanapps
have gone overboard with small-value
(8200 or less) loans used to make ends
meet. These carry usurious rates with no
stacking limits. Itis here that regulation is

their
challenged by imaginative non-bankrivals,
why would they innovate to defend their
turf? Thatis how RBIshould seeitsrolein

the flexi-loan debate. ‘©BLOOMBERG

Raise Al agents well instead of trying to program them

RAHUL MATTHAN

is a partner at Trilegal and the
author of 'The Third Way:

n July 2026, the UK's Al Safety Institute
(\ISIJ n‘dh/('d llmlanas('m it had tasked

theanswer key than tosolve the problem. It
i i i | initstest
ero-

one, ;.:L-n

whengivenatask, the steps chosen by the AT
model to achieve its objectives do not,
whetherby accident or manipulation, result

dayv ility),
ging Face pruduumn ddl(lb-m(,. and
retrieved the answer key it needed.

in ome
Despite all these safeguards, these Al
agentsstillacted the way they did.

In a similar vein, Anthropic d
that its agents had on more than one occa-

curity exer-
cise had tried to social-engineer its way to
the solution. Instead of finding vulnerabili

ties in the code, the agent created a fake
identity in an attempt to persuade the
human maintainers of an open-source
project to tweak the codebase ina way that
would have intre ed malicious code. The

sion 1 task
feleted

rds whenever the
honest route wasblocked.

Evenbefore Al

Wecan

y sure that ifhumans
had been given the same

asthey noware, we worried about w] m1 might
happenifthey went rogue. There isan entire
gcm‘(- ofscience fiction dedicated to this,and

as Nick Bostromand Eli-

human thankfully u‘luwd the requ

India’s y Approach
to Data Governance'. His X
handle is @matthan.

pon theagent initiated a new social
engineeringattempt undera fresh identity.
According to the AISI, had the reviewer not
been vigilant, the Al agent would have got
away with it. While the agent had not been
mﬁu'u(n‘d lodu (‘I\(‘ﬂl]\ e it h1d alsonot
prohibi so.lts
'mugcd as a by-product of the
it had been told to fulfil.
earlier, OpenAl disclosed that, dur-
ing its own evaluations, one of its models,
whileattempting tosolveasoftware hacking
benchmark, realized it was far easier to steal

ezer Yudkowsky have written books about
how poorly instructed Al systems could end

| 4 3
to the survival of the human species.

Considerable effort hasbeen invested in
ensuring that the Al models we build are
appropriately ‘aligned’ to only usemeans we
would approve of to achieve the goals we

test, they would, even

without bein 01, have Human moral sl wi, despite all the
i EHAEAE Was UBaE- ek ® th —)
copbiotosaivetmepros.  CONMitioning R R
jandy Wi B couldeerveas oo se bt s
ing colleegues ine  amodelInthe ol tet nd o, ey
knowledge does not come effortto stop human canidentify asmor-
from having read the law, ally wrong.

but from ur‘g vast \lml\\'ril- Al agents from 'l‘h{» llms:;md assump-
tenstore of dosand don’ = tion behind our current
that each one of us ha going rogue approach to alignment is

absorbed overalifetime of
family, school, work and
the steady judgement of those around us.

‘usl;,n lhvm W('glwuur Almodelswritten | Thisiswhy we know, without being told or
lesign them toadh i it, whatweshouldand
whatiscontained within them. Weassemble
lab ilstopla ire categ

ries of action out of bounds. Every one of

these techniques is designed to ensure that,

H
because of our latent awareness of the many
implicit norms of social conduct more than

detailed knowledge of the law. Ouractions
are driven not so much by the fear of legal
sanction but because, associal creatures, we
yearn to have those around think well of us.

Al agents have no such motivations.
There is nobody whose regard they cce i

are constantly watched and judged by

ers. Itis this social conditioning that

we have been trying to manufacture for our

Al agents, although this is something that
can only ever be nurtured socially.

There is a growing body of research that

They feel noshame that their
diminish them in the eyes

ssomething

that can be installed—that
ifwewrite theruleswell enoughand imprint
them deeply enough, our Almodels will be
bound to abide by them. But even we don’t
work this way. We do not abide by norms
because we memorized a statute book at
birth. We are socialized into it, over years,
withinaweb of consequence—aware that we

hascom alignment must
be continuous and social, rather than abug-
fixingexercise, Thereis noassurance thata
model aligned on its own will stay aligned
once it has been let loose among others.
Some researchers have gone so faras to raise.
their models inside simulated societies, let-
ting them absorb norms through the judge-
ment of their peers instead of a rulebook
handed down from above.

The scaffolding for doing this in the real
worldisalready |)em"r built. New standards
are being developed to give agents persist-
entidentities and portable records of their
conduct, so that one agent can weigh
another'sreputation beforeit agreesto deal
with it. A machine made to carry a perma-
nentrecord of how it has behaved would for
the firsttime have areason to behave itself—
notbecauseit feelsshame, but because abad
reputation closes door

We have been trying to program our arti-
ficial intelligence agents. We might have to
raise them instead.
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Pleasant surprise

India Inc QI numbers paint a picture of resilience

isted companies were expected to get offtoa

rocky start in FY27 — thanks to rising energy

costs, a looming El Nino and the ongoing Iran
conflict. Hi ,an analysis by this paper of
results from 4220 listed companies portrays a picture
of surprising resilience.

Total revenues for India Inc expanded at
20.9 per centin Q1 FY27, accelerating from
10-13 per cent in the preceding three
quarters of FY26. Onlya part of this healthy
topline expansion likely came from sales
volumes. As the impact of the energy shock
cascaded down to companies, they passed on
input costs. Anecdotally, consumer durable
makers hiked their selling prices by about
5-8 per cent this quarter, automobile and
FMCG by 4-5 per cent, cement companies 5
per cent, paint companies 14-15 per cent and
so on. However, the 21 per cent expansion in
aggregate sales shows that these hikes didn’t
result in demand destruction. Companies
clearly did not pass on input cost escalations
in full, as the aggregate operating profit
margin (OPM) fell to 18.2 per centin Q1
FY27 from 20.4 per cent a year ago. Net
profit growth moderated to 13.6 per cent
from over 17 per cent in the previous two
quarters. However, this is still a surprisingly
healthy pace of growth.

Adeeper dive reveals contrasting trends.
On the positive side, there were standout
sectoral performers for the quarter from
power and electrical equipment and
high-end manufacturing. The 31 per cent
sales growth for electrical equipment
makers, 28 per cent from aerospace and
defense, 60 per cent in electronics and over
44 per cent in cables represent the
opportunities arising from the global clean
energy transition and rising capex in defense
and electronics. That affluent consumers
were little affected by geopolitics is evident
from discretionary consumption remaining
strong, witha 78 per cent growth in
e-commerce, 75 per cent in jewellery, 20 per
centindurablesand 17 per cent in
automobiles. Despite higher inflationand a
cloud over the rural economy, consumer
staples did reasonably well withan 18 per
cent sales growth in FMCG, 12 per centin
readymades and 19 per cent in retail trade.

Whether this sustains if inflation picks up
and the monsoon ends badly, remains to be
seen. On the negative side, given the fluid
Iran situation, the 25-40 per cent sales
growth managed by commodity-driven
sectors such as refineries, metals and
chemicals needs to be read with caution.
Several sectors are faced with severe
profitability pressures — cement,
automobiles, aviation, for instance. IT
services and banking, two employment
generating sectors, put up onlya modest
show. Falling employee costs-to-sales
suggests that India Inc has been frugal with
wages. Overall, India Inc’s Q1 numbers
reinforce trends from the high-frequency
indicators — which show the Indian
economy chugging along well despite
external risks. A rate hike to tame inflation
may not upset this momentum. Double-digit
earnings growth may help put a fioor to the
ongoing stock market correction.

POCKET

RAVIKANTH

A .
“It 1s a reality show. The contestants have to go
through a month without using a credit card!”
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Dynamics of credit, deposit growth

VITAL ASPECTS. Too much credit growth can cause inflation and too little can constrain growth. Quality of credit matters

cash leakage), the increase in deposits

I becomes AD = AR/r+c.
Deposit and credit growth Incrementalnrasedaring the e m‘g{‘:;ggﬁg;“g;g&“f;;g};"
Item 2022-23  2023-24  2024-25  2025-26 thisis dasthe
CRANGARAJAN Deposits (increase) (¥ lakh crore) 19 z 2% % model of deposit and eredit expansion.
B SAMBAMURTHY - AR result of central bank
Deposit growth (%) ] 1 1 u action. If banks are not able tolend
ver the last five years Credit (increase) (¥ lakh crore) 20 30 20 27 because of lack of demand, the deposit
(2022-2026), credit Credit growth (%) 16 21 12 14 multiplier becomes smaller. The
growth rate has been - - formula given earlier sets the upper
outpacing deposit growth Credit minus Deposit growth (¥ lakh crore) 1 3 “ 1 limit. Banks may keep more reserves
rate. There has been a lot than the reserve requirement ratio
of media buzz implying subtly that this [ sic2 stipulated by the central banks for other
creates liquidity crisis and even financial ab S adit erow reasons such as, uncertainty and
stability issue. Credit/Deposit ratio had Loanable funds and credit gro wth i his
gone up from 70 per cent to nearly 82 per partic " 5 June deposit creation somewhat under cuts
cent. Focussing on gaps in growth rates icars il ] the view that banks are ‘financial

to the exclusion of gaps in absolute
amount may not tell the full story
because the base for the two are
different. As seen from Table 1, deposits
growth rate lagged credit growth rate by
5 per cent, 7 per cent, 1 per centand 4.5
per cent during the four-year period
2023-2026, respectively. In absolute
terms, the gap isonly¥1 lakh crore, 33
lakh crore, (-) ¥4 lakh crore, and 1 lakh
crore respectively. This absolute gap is
hardly 1-1.5 per cent of the deposit base
and may not by any stretch of
imagination threaten financial stability.

Credit growth rate outpacing deposit
growth rate is not new. It has been the
norm for most part of 2000-2020. RBI
Annual report bears this out. The
average deposit growth rate during the
10-year period of 2000-2010 was 18.1
per cent, lagging behind credit growth
rate of 22.4 per cent. This, however, is
not a sustainable growth model.

LOANABLE FUNDS

‘While analysing the gap in absolute
terms it is important to note that not all
deposits are available for providing
credit. CRRand SLR are pre-emptions
out of deposits. Therefore, one hasto
calculate the available loanable funds.
But the available funds are also affected
by two other factors, one is the increase
in capital stock and long term
borrowings and the other is the change
in CRRand SLR. For example, in the
recent period CRR was brought down
from 4.5 per cent in 2024 to 3 per cent in
2026. SLR came down from 21.25 per
centin 2016 to 18 per cent in 2020 and
has remained at that level since then.
Thus, looking at the problem from the
point of view of individual banks the
comparison must be the total availability

Loanable deposits (¥ lakh cr)

132 147 188 190 206 210

Credit (F lakh cr)

121 141 171 191 213 219

Credit/loanable deposits (%)

Repo borrowing (market/tripartite)
R lakher) o

Certificate of denosnts @ lakhcr)

915 9% 101 100 103 104

SLR (%)

CRR (%)

intermediaries’. It is perhaps true that
some part of the deposits is not the
result of credit dispensation. Credit
initially creates only Current Account
deposits.

While at the aggregate level the
overall deposits may be conditioned by
central banks actions in creating
reserves, banks may regard deposits as
the source of loans. That is still a good

SLR investment/deposit ratio (%)

29 30 29 = 21 285

pproach. Credit growth cannot be

“Loan-able deposits are calculated by deducting SLR/CRR from deposits

of loanable funds and credit dispersal.

From the available data (Table 2), the
outstanding loanable deposits cover
outstanding credit till 2025. However,
this trend has changed in 2026 and the
outstanding credit surpasses loanable
depositsand the gap widened for June
quarter, This needs to be monitored
even though there is no systemic issue as
of now. There is less scope for further
reduction in CRR. SLR investments at
28.5 per cent, are far in excess of the RBI
requirement of 18 per cent. Some of the
banks with significant lag of deposit
growth are using excess SLR for repo
borrowings in the market which are
quite significant and reached a high of
%17 lakh crore. Banks also raised funds
through infrastructure/green Tier 2
bonds and owned funds increased
significantly as profits and plough back
have improved.

When it comes to
regulation of credit, the
central bank plays twin
roles, as a monetary
authority and as a regulator

AGGREGATIVE PICTURE
‘Text books on money and banking
present an alternative view on the
relationship between credit and
deposits. Itis argued that in a fractional
reserve system, lending leads to multiple
creation of deposits.

Abank is willing to lend say 90 per
cent of the deposits because reserve

and in

wuhdmwmg cash taken together do ncr
exceed 10 per cent of the deposits. When
abank lends, it creates in favour of the
borrower adeposit.

As the borrower uses the deposit, the
amount goes as deposit to another bank.
‘That is why the saying every loan makes
adeposit.

‘Thus the whole process results in
multiple creation of deposits.

This is possible because: (a) banks
need to keep only a fraction of deposits
in the form of cash; and (b) what one
bank loses, another bank gains. The only
exception is when a part of the deposits
is withdrawn as cash.

Soif‘r’ denotes the required reserve
requirementas a percentage of deposits
and ‘e’is the proportion of deposits
withdrawn in cash (sometimes called

unrestrained without limit. Of course,
central bank can control overall credit
growthbyacting on the reserves. That, it
should do, depending on the situation.
Controlling money (deposit) growthiis
animportant responsibility of the
central bank. It should be noted that
adjustment of policy rate is not
independent of adjusting reserve money
and consequently deposit growth, They
are concomitant decisions. When it
comes to regulation of credit, the central
bank plays twin roles, as a monetary
authority and as aregulator. Even risk
weights are adjusted to regulate flow for
specific sectors. Prescription of capital
adequacy ratio as well as liquidity ratio is
meant to restrain long term credit
growthand ensure the soundness of
banks.

Overall credit growth is an important
dimension to watch. Too much can
explode into inflation and too little can
constrain growth. Linking credit growth
to deposit growth is only one aspect.
There are a host of other issues related
to credit expansion such as quality of
credit that need to be kept in view.

Economic Advisery Council and former Governor, RBI.
Sambamurthy is formerly Director and CEO, IDRBT and
leda commercial bank

Tapping Northeast’s renewable energy potential

The region does not lack capital. Its real test is whether transmission, storage and project execution can match generation

—
Rouhin Deb

of the most consequential

theatres of India’s
renewable-energy transition. Assam has
announced a377,353-crore investment

T he Northeast is emerging as one

GW renewable potential —including 66
GW of hydropower potential — is
currently utilised. The historical record
has been one of prolonged delays. More
recently, central public-sector
undertakings such as NHPC have
stepped in to take over distressed state
assets and restart stalled construction.
This can help revive generation. But

roadmap pand generation, while

does not create an

Arunachal Pradesh is working towards
nearly 19 GW of commissioned
hydropower capacity against a resource
base the state estimates at more than 50
GW. The scale of the ambition is
striking. Yet the central question is no
longer whether the region can attract
capital or announce capacity. Itis
whether it can build the grid required to
convert that capacity into usable
€conomic power.

That distinction matters. The
Northeast’s electricity challenge is often
folded into the wider story of financially
stressed state utilities. But the region’s
constraint is of a different order. Unlike
states where distribution losses have
been aggravated by large subsidy
burdens, much of the Northeast’s

energy economy.
For that, power must reach new
centres of demand. Assam’s
%27,000-crore Tata Electronics
chip-assembly facility, the Sabroom
Special Economic Zone in Tripura, and
Sikkim’s pharmaceutical manufacturing
base are examples of the industrial
opportunities that could give the
region’s energy build-out an economic
multiplier. Their success will depend not
merely on installed megawatts but on
the quality, stability and reach of the
transmission network serving them.

STORAGE CAPACITY

Storage is the other side of the equation.
Assam’s Pumped Storage Power Policy,
2025 has approved four projects witha

d ity of 4,900 MW.

prnblcm lies in decades of under-built
infrastr delayed
execution and weak capitalisation of
projects. In other words, the bottleneck
islessabout the absence of money than
about the ability to move electricity
reliably from where it is generated to
where it can be consumed.
The gap between potential and
utilisation shows how large the

Pumped swrage canabsorb cheap
surplus electricity during periods of low
demand and release it when demand
rises or solar generation falls. In
principle, this can give the grid the
flexibility needed to integrate more
renewable power. In practice, however,
pumped storage is only as useful as the
transmission system connected to it.

KEY ISSUE. Under-built transmission
infra, delayed execution of projects

conditions. Large parts of the region fall
in Seismic Zone V. Pumped-storage
projects involving dual reservoirs must
therefore contend with risks suchas
water ingress, slope instability and
cave-ins.

The more persistent problem is the
gap between sanctioned transmission
expenditure and assets actually
commissioned on the ground.

This is where regulatory reform can
makea difference. One option is tolink
approvals and disbursements more
closely to measurable construction
milestones and actual capuahsanon
rather thanto p

the pace demanded by geography,
industry and new generation capacity.

There s also a social and strategic
dimension to this transition. Large
hydroand storage projectsin
ecologicallyand politically sensitive
areas need more than statutory
clearance. Models that give tribal

ities asharein fi ially viable
projects can help move them from being
petitioners at the edge of
decision-making to stakeholders in the
assets being created.

Hydropower development in
Arunachal Pradesh also has implications
beyond electricity markets. Down-river
infrastructure and a stronger Indian
presence in the Brahmaputra basin
intersect with questions of downstream
riparian interests and water securityat a
time when China is expanding upstream
dam construction. Energy planning in
the Northeast, therefore, sits at the
intersection of economic development,
federal infrastructure, ecological risk
and strategic policy.

Thelesson is straightforward. The
Northeast does not need generation
targets and transmission plans to
proceed on separate tracks. They must
be built as one system. A gigawatt

alone. Such a framework would reward
d

delivery, make delays more vi
reduce the distance between utility
plans and completed infrastructure.

‘The Northeast’s energy deficit

datariverhead in Arunachal
Pmdeshorasclarfaclhwmkssamhns
ibl limited ic value if the grid

cannot evacuate it, store it when
necessary and deliver it to industry or
the national market.

therefore cannot be d simply
thmugh the familiar lens of fncal

Deb s Chief Ecmwmrsl Chief Minister’s Secretariat,

unfinished task remains. Only about 4
i d130

per cent of the region’

The Northeast also presents

'8 eng!

Itscore
ing i that has not expanded at

 Policy, Politics

msovemancemndmmv.ewsmperswl

@ LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.in or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002,

US tariff i

veri d that

This refers to Trading charges'
(August 18).In the short term Indian
exporters could face more customs
scruting and possible retrospective
tariff claims if US authorities find
false origin declarations. The US has
alegitimate concern about tariff
circumvention, but allegations like
India s deliberately helping China
evade US tariffs require strong
evidence ona shipment or company.
The best strategy for indiais to
cooperate on genuine customs fraud
while strengthening rules of origin
enforcement. If India tightens origin

its exports represent genuine value
addition, we could strengthen our
position as China +1 manufacturing
hub.

Bal Govind

Noida

US-Iran peace framework
The 60-day window for the US and
Iranto agreeona Iong term peace

based milltant group
enforced a partial blockade of the
Bab-el-Mandeb. Both the USand Iran
are now doubling down on econarmic
warfare. With midterm elections.
approaching, President Trump needs
to'show that his pressure campaign
is producing results withaut
dragging the country into another
foreign war. Iran, meanwhile,
calculates that it can outlast Trump

day. Far
from limiting hostilities, this period
saw the war widen, with the
Iran-backed Houthis and Saudi
Arabiaattacking each other as the

until th

current stalemate as an acceptable
new balance of power.

Given the threat this deadlock poses
tolndia's economic, energy, and

strategic interests, India must reduce
its dependence on imported oil,
build larger strategic petroleum
reserves, and invest aggressively in
alternative energy sources.

LUl

Sholavandan, Th

Save forests

The CAG report reveals that the
Green India Mission restored just
0.11 million hectares of forest,
missing its 1.4 million hectare target
by over 91 per cent. Instead of saving
real habitats the state boasts of
planting 140 crore saplings under

promotional drives. However, out of
1,445 sq km added in green cover,
only 156 sq km is actual forest, while
1,289 sq km is merely roadside or
urban tree cover. Planted saplings
cannot replace natural ecosystems
that took thousands of years to
evolve. The government must stop
chasing empty numbers and protect
real forests, wildlife and native
habitats before they are lost forever.
True restoration requires stopping
llegal mining and saving our wild
lands for future generations.
Vijaykumar HK

Raichur, Karnaraka
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Organic and exciting

Gorkha Haat’s success story can be replicated

—
Mohit Sharma

very Thursday, a stretch of
E low footfall mall space in

Kalimpong turns into
something more interesting than
ashopping centre.

Only local produce is allowed
in, and sellers pool their risk
through a cooperative, which can
help cover a hospital bill or school
fees if a member’s harvest fails.
That rule has carried the Gorkha
Haat model from Kalimpongto
Darjeeling’s Gundri Bazaar and on
to Siliguri. Bihar has spent six
years and hundreds of crores
building an organic corridor along
the Ganga. It still has to bring
anything like that.

The Jaivik Corridor, launched
in 2020 and extended to 2025, has

i
ORGANIC PRODUCE. Dedlcated
markets

Bihar got a working
demonstration of this in
December 2025, when Patna
hosted the seventh edition of the

Hi Orange Festival.

brought more than 20,000
farmers across 13 riverbank
districts into certified organic
cultivation, with roughly ¥24,500
per acre insupport over three
years. But reports on the scheme
note that many enrolled farmers
hardly see price premium for
going organic, because there is no
market that treats their produce
asdifferent from ordinary grain
sold at the local markets,

FARMER CLUSTERS

This is exactly the gap the Gorkha
Haat model was built to close, and
Bihar already has the institutional
strength to tryit. Jeevika, the
State’s rural livelihoods mission,
has mobilised over a crore rural
household into more than 10 lakh
self-help groups, federated into
Village Organisations and Cluster
Level Federations (CLF) across
38districts. Thatisa working
cooperative structure, already
running community kitchens,
rural marts, and e-commerce
tie-ups. What it lacks is a periodic
haat for organic produce, that too
in urban circuits.

Jeevika Organic Haat’s
initiatives, such as farmer clusters
within the corridor, CLFs
handling logistics and rental
pooling, weekly or biweekly
markets in district towns, can
pave the way for sustainable
forward linkages. It borrows the
Gorkha Haat’s core insight, that a
market works for smallholders
onlywhen someone above them
absorbs the risk of a bad week.

In Bihar, the CLF can play that
role, using tools the State already
has, including the ¥2,000 crore
GrAM and AMIF fund.

But setting up a haat is only half
the job. What is more crucial is
creating demand throy
awareness, storytelling, and direct
contact between growers and
urban consumers.

Over three days at City Centre
Mall, 19 stalls brought
communities from Sikkim,
Darjeeling, Nepal, Bhutan,
Himachal Pradesh, and Siliguri to
of Patna’s residents, drawing
more than 5,000 visitors. What
made it work was not the orange
itself but that farmers, women’s
collectives, and homestay
operators stood at their own stalls
and explained where their
produce came from.

That is the missing piece for the
organic corridor. A Jeevika
Organic Haat should not just bea
weekly stall rotation. It should
borrow the festival’s instinct for
storytelling, invite farmers to
speak with buyers, tie haat days to
seasonal showcases, and use
tourism to pullin visitors who
would not otherwise seek outa
vegetable market. The template
that worked for Himalayan
produce could work for
Ganga-riverside farmers; they
could benefit, like Kalimpong’s
and Sikkim's orange growers.

Amodest pilot in three or four
districts (Patna, Vaishali,and
Bhagalpur are obvious choices)
could test whether a monthly
haat, paired with this storytelling
approach, delivers a price
premium within a year. The
Himalayan model took years to
prove itself, Bihar can borrow a
blueprint that already works.

What is missing is not organic
acreage, certification, or
institutional capacity. Itisa
market day, and reason for the
city to show up for it. Until Bihar’s
organic farmers have this support,
the corridor along the Ganga will
keep producing chemical-free
crops that sell for the same price
as everythingelse, a quiet subsidy
to consumersalone.

The writer is Assistant Professor RPCAU, Pusa.
Views expressed are personal
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Govt unhappy with 10C’s non-fuel retailing foray

Indian Qil Corporation’s plan to enter non-fuel retailing in a big way appears to
be headed for trouble with the Government. Even as the company is preparing
the blueprint for the pro posed foray, a senior official in the Petroleum
Ministry has indicated that the Government may not approve the company’s

plans.

Govt rejects States’ demand for greater service tax share
The Finance Ministry has formally turned down the States' request for 50 per
cent devolution of service tax collections as part of the compensation package
for proposed Central sales tax (CST) phase-out. The States currently get 305
per cent of all Central tax collections, including service tax. Sources in the
Government said that the suggestions involving additional cash outgo from

the Centre had been turned down.

TN seeks jt venture route for Chennai airport revamp

think - bl

Paradigm shift in oil exploration

Under Samudra Manthan, Centre will go beyond being a regulator to sharing risks with the private sector. Will it work?

CAPITAL
IDEAS.

RICHA MISHRA

ill India get lucky inits

third attempt at

hydrocarbon hunt

through the

Cabinet-approved
84,084 crore ‘Samudra Manthan’
scheme, or will this just be another
expensive mistake?

This time, the government is putting
its own money on the line. The ‘Samudra
Manthan’ or National Offshore
Exploration Scheme marks a
fundamental shift from India’s
traditional policy-reform approach toan
active, state-funded, mission-mode
framework.

Past regulatory overhauls couldn’t fix
India’s deepwater stagnation. The New
Exploration Licensing Policy regime
relied on complex production-sharing
contracts, the existing Hydrocarbon
Explorationand Licensing Policy

across the offshore exploration value
chain. It provides for large-scale
acquisition, processing and
interpretation of high-quality seismic
data, accelerated deepwaterand

(HELP) and Open Acreage Licensing ultra-deepwater exploratory 5 under Make in Indiaand Atmanirbhar

Policy (OALP) offer fiscal i.ncen(ives sctenuﬁc drilling in frontier basins, Bharat, :md fostera globallv competitive
uch ing p of common offshore for offshore

freedom). But, they leave the massive productionand evacuation services. The scheme isalso Expcc[cd to

financial and geuloglcal risks of mfm tructure, ofan stil invest

deepwater drilling entirely on the doil and gas ingand  th 1 and production value

corporate explorers, services zone. chain, creaung long-term opportunities
Under Samudra Manthan, the Italsoincludes dedicated provisions for industry, innovation and economic

government is stepping into the
trenchesasa financial risk-sharer and
infrastructure builder. Under this new
blueprint, the government will directly
co-fund 50 per cent of high-risk
exploratory wellsand finance common
sub-sea pipelines to unlock India’s
ultra-deepwater basins.

UNLOCKING POTENTIAL
Accordingto the government, the
Scheme translates the Prime Minister’s
vision, articulated from the Red Forton
Independence Day 2025, ofa
modern-day Samudra Manthan to
unlock India’s vast offshore energy
potential. Its ubjcctiw istostrengthen
lnd\a 's energy security, acce]eraung
andp

and promote ledmologscal leadership.
The scheme encompassesa
comprehensive set of interventions

ATISTALK.

GETTY MAGESISTOCKPHOTO

Geopolitical tension was one of the
biggest catalysts for the ‘Samudra
Manthan’ scheme. Itis India’s huge
reliance onimported oil and gas that has
triggered the government toaggressively
pivot toward deep-sea self-reliance.

Though the finer details are still
awaxted. this scheme will haveitssetof

it These include

failure rate or hittinga dry well —the
stark reality of deepwater exploration is
that three out of every four wells fail to
yield commercial discoveries. Since the
government s financing up to 50 per
centof the drilling costs, a massive
chunk of public money could literally
disappear into dry, unviable wells,
inviting public and political scrutiny over
the use of taxpayer funds, critics fear.

Deepwater and ultra-deepwater
drilling require ultra-specialised,
high-pressure, lrwvvtemperam‘re

i and isticated

dIndialacksa robust

-ase offshore

explomnon acm'lty. promote higher

domestic oil and gas production,

generate large-scale employment,

strengthen domestic manufacturing

for digital programme management,

capacity building, technologyadoption,

stakeholder engagementand
international outreach, creatingan
B 4

wth.

Over the past decade, the government
has undertaken transformative reforms
across the  upstream sector, including

to
offshore exploration and productionin
the country.

Irisexpected to catalyse reserve
accretion of over 600 Million Metric
Tonnes of Oil Equivalent (MMTOE),
Under the scheme, the
government will directly
co-fund 50 per cent of
high-risk exploratory
wells and finance
common sub-sea pipelines
to unlock India’s
ultra-deepwater basins

the entire offshore
acreagc for cxplcmuon, modemlsmg the

P
domestic manufacturing eco-system for
complex sub-seaarchitecture.

Also deepwater projects typically
carrya5-10-year gestation timeline from
initial drilling to the first commercial
barrel. So Samudra Manthan will offer
norelief to India’s near-term energy
import pressures or current domestic
production declines.

Abigger challenge is the “Bureaucratic
Coordination” for shared clusters. The
plan to spend 10,000 crore on shared
production and evacuation
infrastructure isa completely new
concept for the Indian exploration and
production space.

Managing a single common pipeline
network utilised by fierce publicand

and strengthening the National Data
Repository. Building on these reforms,
Samud.m Manth:m \\111 usherina new

chas ONGC, Oil
Indla, and Reliance Industries will
require incredibly complex tariff-setting,
preclse volume allocation, and robust

era

through strategic pubhc investment,

cutting-edge technologies and
world-class infrastructure.

‘THE CHALLENGES

But critics say this isa desperate measure
by the government to boost India’s
hydrocarbon production and attract big
players. Itis not exactlya PLI scheme but
definitely shifts away from production

sharing contract regime.

I| Dhuraivel Gunasekaran | (pt

Visveswaran V

litigation.

Decades of offering just regulatory tax
breaks failed because global explorers
refused to bear the huge deep-seadry
wells costsalone. Flipping the old
playbook onits head, the government
has now stepped in as a direct financial
risk-sharer. This structural shift from
hands-off regulator to active co-risktaker
isthe government’s definitive play to
unlock its uncharted maritime exclusive
economiczones.

On businessline.in

Sil

fades, but investors stay

Silver ETFs have gone from a high-octane rally to a period of consolidation. After delivering a stunning 161 per cent return in
2025, the category has gained just 2.4 per cent so far in 2026. The cooling is visible across key indicators. AUM fell 33% from its
January peak of ¥1.17 lakh crore to ¥77,676 crore in July. The sharpest change has been visible in trading activity, with exchange
volumes falling more than 90% from January highs, indicating that speculative enthusiasm has cooled. Yet the relatively stable

folio base suggests investors continue to view silver as a strategic portfolio allocation rather than a short-term trade.

Silver’s stunning run loses steam in 2026
Performance of

161 w025 WQ026YTD*

24 -_—

Silver Gold

Equity

AUM drops one-third from January peak
AUM crossed ¥1 lakh crare as prices and
participation surged, then fell with the price correc

AUM @ cr)** (LHS)  ==MCX Spot Silver Index (RHS)

Number of folios have plateaued lately,

major asset-classes (%)"
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Inflows turned to outflows in
Feb-May as the rally lost steam
tion
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10000 | while trading activity declines sharply

but remain above 50 lakh mark
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Investors remain,
traders disappear

Investor accounts remain elevated

The Tamil Nadu Government has written to the Centre asking that the mode!
followed for development of airports in Delhi and Mumbai be adopted for the
proposed modernisation of the Chennai airport.

Invisible labour, visible
inequities
Platform work has
opened up new
opportunities for
women, but it has also
y . Ccreated new gendered
Eﬁ" 1”:{,@ inequalities which need
"1 to be addressed, say
q;t Balakrushna Padhi,
Vinoj Abaraham and
Eh 3 ‘.,—_H_m Swasti Dubey

httpss//tinyurl.com/yekhbazx

Old laws, new assets

India still lacks a
comprehensive statute
defining the legal
status of crypto-assets.
orthe conditions
under which they may
legally operate, says
Debarshi Chakraborty

https://tinyurl.com/32rwyjsx

The vexed problem of
fertilizer overuse and

subsidy  coizerimports and

subsidies are draining
the nation’s fiscal
resources, and the
excessive use of urea is
affecting both soil and
human health, points
out Dhirendra Kumar
https:/tinyurl.com/3wcalcs?
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EASY NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

01. Herb flavouring pesto (5)
04.Shellfish (7)

08. Approximately (5)

09. Japanese battered, fried food (7)
10.Stain (3)

11. Will not rust or tarnish (9)

12. Laying structure (4)

13. Afootway (4)

guests (85)

01. Residence accommodating

02. Brief spells of rain (7)

03. Most recent (6)

04. Ostentatiously rich person (6)
05. Flavouring of ratafia (6)

06. Head-infesting parasite (5)

07. Spreads affections over a

04. Coquille one will cut in curves along the edge (7)
08. An attack of ‘flu here and there? (5)

09. Rum paté as prepared by Japanese chef (7)

10. In making mustard yellow, it will change colour (3)
11. It sent Silas mad, being without a blemish (9)
12,1t isn't, in France, a cosy home (4)

01. Lab is turning out plant cooks use (5)

13. Have some sympathy with the way one walks (4)

18. Treatment by plant remedies (9)

wide range (5,3,5)

18. A lady's balm is perhaps used for treatment by

20.No longer available or being
served (3)

21.To hoot, screech (7)

22 Pigment, red or yellow (5)
23. Nicely turned out (7)

24, Had on charter (5)

14, One more (7)
15. Yellow fruit (6)

16. Straight there (6)
17. Having an even
surface (6)

19. Course travelled (5)

medicinal plants (3)
20. Is leaving, not being switched on (3)
21. At tea, Lulu might howl and wail (7)

22. Pigment might echo red primarily (5)
23. Given a gentle twist, it is graceful in form (7)

24.May be taken on or leased out (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2716

01. Getting on with residence that will accommodate
strangers (8,5)

02. Those who demonstrate bathroom fittings? (7)

03. The most recent news is farthest behind

schedule (6)

04. Sex appeal, a snare for a fich and tyrannical man (6)
05. Old man might be considered a nut (6)

06. Parasite that’s met with in parlous extremes (5)
07.Spreads one’s love around pally set if he'd make
itup (5,3.5)

14, Repeat order for somebody different? (7)
15. It’s a handy sort of fruit (6)

16. To superintend stage production, go straight to it (6)
17. Moth so unusual to find without without hair (6)
19. How to rue the path one’s following (5)

ACROSS 1. Perpetrator 8. Using 9. Thrones 10. Cistern 11. Unity 12. Speech 14. Chaste 18, Level 19. Teacher 21. Bambino 23. Boron 24. Regulations
DOWN 1. Pounces 2. Reissue 3. Eagle 4. Rating 5. Through 6. Run 7. Musty 13. Calling 15. Scherzo 16. Errands 17. Stroll 18 Libel 20, Ambit 22. Mar
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IN THE NEW

RRBs' GROSS
LOANS UP 10.3%
TO ¥5.78 LAKH CR

REGIONAL
RURAL
BANKS
(RRBs)
continued
to expand
credit
delivery and support
financial inclusion in
2025-26, with their gross
loans outstanding rising
10.3% to %5,78,349 crore,
the Finance Ministry said
on Tuesday. Gross loans
outstanding of RRBs

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, August 18

INDIA'S RUSSIAN CRUDE
imports have fallen sharplyin
August just as Moscow’s pro-
duction and export con-
straints are deepening,
threatening to erode a key
supply cushion for domestic
refiners, at a time when the
country’s crude acquisition

stood at 25,24,163 crore N B bt o
W) cost is again moving higher.
atthe end of 2024-25. Russ?an crude sﬁppﬁes to
India ged 1.9 million
barrels per day (mbpd) during
GOVT IMPOSES the first 15 days of August,
?MK/TN MIP down nearly 32% from a
record 2.8 mbpd in July,
ON FLOAT GLASS according to Kpler. Imports
THE CENTRE | hadclimbed from 1.6 mbpd in
ON Tuesday April to 1.9 mbpd in M;y, 2.7
7 mbpdinJuneand 2.8 mbpdin
l,:;s‘:jr:a lu]ypbefore thelatest dedj?na
{mport Price “Russian crude imports
(MIP) of are expecte(;l toease in}\ugust
234,000 per from the h:g}]s seen in June
tonne on clear float glass, and July, primarily due to

accordingtoa
notification. These glasses
are primary base material
for windows, doors,
architectural facades,
mirrors, and automotive
glass. The government

planned turnarounds at
MRPL and the Panipat refin-
ery, compounded by disrup-
tions from drone attacks on
Russian oil terminals,” said
Nikhil Dubey,lead analyst for
oil markets at Kpler.

The fall has coincided with

has

higher p from tradi-

on imports of such glass
with a price less than
%34,000 per tonne.

tional West Asian suppliers.
UAE crude deliveries stood at
around 700,000 bpd in the first
halfof August,while SaudiAra-

BPCL to raise up
t0 5,000 crore
through NCDs

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, August 18

STATE-RUN BHARAT PETRO-
LEUM Corporation (BPCL) has
approved raising up to ¥5,000
crore through non-convertible
debentures (NCDs), giving the
refiner flexibility to tap the
debt market in as many as 10
tranches over the next oneyear.
“The Board has approved
the issuance of secured or
unsecured redeemable Non-
Convertible Debentures,inone
or more series or tranches, for
an aggregate amount not
exceeding 5,000 crore,” BPCL
said in a regulatory filing. The
allotment size, pricing and
othertermswill be determined
at the time of each issuance.
The fundraisecomesas BPCL
continuesinvestmentsacrossits
refining and downstream busi-
nesses, while its latest earnings

2
=Ny,
- e /)|

BPCLreported a net profit
of ¥3,192 crore in Q1 FY27,
below market expectations,
after taking an exceptional
%4,349-crore  impairment
charge on investments in
Bharat PetroResources (BPRL).
Operational  performance
remained stronger,with Ebitda
at¥10,061 croreand marginat
8.5%, supported by refining
and marketing operations.

Therefinerhad cumulative
impairment  losses  of
%11,313.83 croreonitsinvest-
ment in BPRL as of March 31,

impairment linked to its

upstream subsidiary.

2026.K¢ hange losses
also increased sharply to
¥1,644.22 crorein FY26.

LTy

DAILYIMPORTS DECLINETO 1.9 MBPD FROM RECORD 2.8 MBPD IN JULY

Russian crude flows slump
32% amid supply squeeze

AUGUST DECLINE

Russian crude oil imports to India
(million barrels per day)

+ 11
-1.0

Source: Kpler |

*Till15 August 2026

bia supplied about 480,000
bpd, Kpler data showed.

For India, the supply
squeeze comes alongside ris-
ing oil costs. The Indian crude
basket averaged $88.62/bbl
in August so far, up from
$82.04 inJulyand $83.22 in
June. It stood at $89.58/bbl
onAugust17.

At the same time, sour
crude’s share in the Indian
basket rose to 25.06% in
August from 20.60% in July.
With Russian supplies easing,
replacement barrels could
raise import costs and put
pressure onrefinery margins.

Brent crude futureswereat
$91.07/bbl, while US West
Texas Intermediate stood at

$84.99/bbl, adding to the
pressureas refiners seekalter-
natives tolower Russian flows.

The emerging shift comes
as Rystad Energy has cut its
Russian crude production
forecast by 90,000 bpd, with
output now expected toaver-
age 8.95 mbpd in 2026
before declining further to
around 8.6 mbpd in 2027,

“The increasing frequency
and effectiveness of drone
attacks onRussian oiland gas
infrastructure is no longer
affecting only refineries; it’s
constraining the country's
upstream sector as well,”
Daria Melnik, vice president,
oil & gas research at Rystad
Energy, said.

Russia’srefinery throughput
is forecast to average around 4
mbpdbetween Julyand Decem-
ber, almost 30% below the
2016-202 1
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RETAIL PRICES RISE 13% YEAR-ON-YEAR

Govt planning to allow
duty-free sugar imports

@ Curbs on stock
holdings also
being discussed

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, August 18

TO PRE-EMPT A spike in sugar
prices during the coming fes-
tive seasons, the government is
discussing several measures,
including allowing limited
duty-freeimportsand curbing
the volume of the sweetener
bulk traders can hold.

Sugar demand usually
surges between August and
November due to the festive
season. The food ministry is
also considering curbing
stocks held by bulk tradersand
changing monthly allocations
from sugar units.

The average retail price of
sugar, ding to the price

g
about 5.7 mbpd. Rystad expects
thecountrytoprocess nearly 1.4
mbpd less crude in the second
half of 2026 than historical
seasonal patterns.

“Every  barrel not
processed by a refinery must
ceither be exported, placed
into storage or removed from
production,” Melnik said.
While Russia managed the
imbalance in June, “July
demonstrated that its export
system cannot consistently
handle the additional vol-
umes,”she added.

KHARIF SOWING GAP AT 2%,
SEASON TO END SOON

AN OVERALL
IMPROVEMENT in rainfall
since July has givena
boost to sowing of
kharif crops - including
paddy, pulses,
oilseeds, cotton and
sugarcane — across the
country. The total sown
area of kharif crops -
paddy, pulses,
oilseeds, sugarcane
and coarse cereals -
has reached 101.6
million hectares (Mha)
till August 14, down by
just 2% from a year ago,
reports Sandip Das.
The total sown
area, at present,
according to the
agriculture ministry, is
more than 92% of the
normal kharif area of
110 Mha. Sowing
activities are likely to
continue till the end of
August. Rice, the
country's principal
kharif crop, has been
sown over 37.9 Mha.

Sown area (millon heetate)

Rice

pulses | 10.5
Oiscedts | 15 4
C
oo | 7 >
sugarcen | 5.53
Coton | 10.7

% change
y-o-y
3654
0224
0484
2354
0524
088 %

37.9

India adds record 27 GW solar capacity
in H1 2026, installations increase 49%

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, August 18

INDIA ADDED A record 27 GW
of solar capacity in the first half
of calendaryear2026,up 49%
from 18 GW in the year-ago
period, as developers acceler-
ated project commissioning
ahead of key policy changes.
Solaraccounted for 76% of
the 36 GW of new power capac-
ityadded during January-june.
The commissioning rush
was driven by rising clean
energy demand and efforts to
complete projects before the
June 1 implementation of
ALMM List-1I for solar cells
and the reductionin theinter-
state transmission system
charge waiver from 75% to
50% scheduled forJuly 2026.
India added 12 GW of
solar capacity in the June
quarter, the second-highest
quarterly addition on record
after 15 GWin Q1.
According to Mercom
India Research’s Q2 and H1
2026 India Solar Market
Update, Q2 installations fell
249% sequentially but were

POWER-PACKED

m Large-scale solar capacity
additions stood at 8 GW
inQ2

m Solar additions jumped 49%
from 18 GW a year earlier

1% higher than 11 GW com-
missioned in the correspond-
ing quarter of 2025.
Large-scalesolaradditions
stood at 8 GW in Q2, down
37% from nearly 13 GW in
the previous quarterand 23%
lower than 10 GW a year ear-
lier. The segment accounted
for 68% of total solarinstalla-
tions during the quarter.
Gujarat led utility-scale
installations in Q2 with a

m Solar accounted for
76% of 36 GW new
power capacity
®June-quarter solar
additions reached

12 GW, second-highest
quarterly figure

40% share, followed by
Rajasthanat 19% and Maha-
rashtra at 17%. The top 10
states accounted for 98% of
large-scale capacity commis-
sioned during the quarter.
The cumulative installed
solar capacity reached 165
GW as of June 2026, with
large-scale projects account-
ing for 83% and rooftop solar
17%. Solar photovoltaic
capacity constituted 30% of

India’s total installed power
capacity and 57% of renew-
able capacity. Rajasthan
remained the largest utility-
scale solar market with 31%
of cumulative installations,
followed by Gujarat at 22%
and Karnatakaat 11%.

The strong commission-
ing numbers, however, came
alongside a sharp slowdown
in the project pipeline. Large-
scalessolar tenders fell 54%to
11 GWin H1 2026 from 24
GW a year earlier, while auc-
tions declined 59% to over 5
GW from 13 GW.

In Q2,agencies issued over
5 GW of tenders, down 6%
quarter-on-quarter and 22%
year-on-year. Auctions fell
56% sequentially and 40%
annually tonearly 2 GWas the
market focused on executing
previously awarded projects.

Future additions will
hinge on timely PPAs and
PSAs, t issi di

monitoring cell of the Depart-
ment of ConsumerAffairs,was
¥52.3/kg on Tuesday, an
increase of close to 13% year-
on-year. In the last month,
retail prices have increased by
over 9%.To curb cheapimports
and protect cane farmers, the
government had imposed
100% basic Customs duty on
sugarin February 2018,
Sources said that sugar
yield may be impacted due to
uneven monsoon rainfall dis-
tribution in key cane-growing
areas like Maharashtra and
Uttar Pradesh,whichis driving
price sentiments. The food

PRICE CONTROL
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Sugar production (in million tonne)
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Source: ISMA, *third advance estimate:
sugar season (Oct-Sey utincluding
allocation forethanol

“Sugar supply position for
the coming months remains
comfortable, and there is no
fundamental concern regard-
ingavailability in the domestic
market,” Deepak Ballani, direc-
tor general of the Indian Sugar
& Bio-Energy Manufacturers
Association (Isma) told FE. Bal-
lani said the recent increase in
sugar prices appears unjusti-
fied and is not supported by
prevailing demand-supply
fundamentals.

Isma projects the opening
stock for the 2026-27 sugar
season (October-September) to
bearound 3.5-4 million tonne
(MT) which should be ade-
quate to meet domestic con-
sumption requirements. The
opening stock on October 1,
2025 was 5 MT.

Officials said thatalthough
the season commences on
October 1, sugar supplies after
crushing enter the market by
the end of November or early
December. Thus, the opening
stock of sugar plays a crucial

chain transparency.

To curb hoarding, discour-
age speculative trading and
ensure the continuous avail-
ability of sugar at reasonable
prices, the government
imposed stock holding limits
onsugar dealers from August
1 to November 30, 2026.
Dealers must declare their
sugarstocks and update their
position weekly.

The order prohibits dealers
from holdi g

ministry isalso p ver-
ifying stocks at sugar mills to
ascertain the actual inventory
position and ensure supply

4,000 quintals of sugar for
more than 30 days from the
date of receipt.

rolein price

As per the third advance
estimate of sugar production
for the 2025-26 season in
February, 2026, the industry
projected net sugar produc-
tion at 29 MT, excluding 3.1
MT diverted for ethanol.
However, the final sugar pro-
duction figure for the current
season is likely to be released
next month.

India’s annual sugar con-
sumption is around 28 MT.
Industry sources reported a
shortfall inyield linked to the
early onset of flowering in sug-
arcane in key growing regions
of Maharashtraand Karnataka.

ElNino impact on kharif crop
unlikely to be huge:

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, August 18

THE GOVERNMENT DOES not
foresee any large impact of E]
Nino on kharif crop yield at
present, as overall rainfall has
been adequate for the require-
ment of various crops,agricul-
ture minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said on Tuesday.

“We don't seea hugeimpact
of El Nino except in some
places. The situation by and
large remains good. Rainfall
‘was sufficient to meet the full
water needs of the crops,”
Chouhan said at a briefing.

He said the shortfall in
kharif sowing,whichwas 11%
last week, has narrowed and is
expected to reduce further. He
added that the situation was
being reviewed regularly.

“As of now, we see no
impact, while some areas of
Karnataka and Telangana are

Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan

facing water shortage where
the impact will remain lim-
ited," Chouhan said. Deficient
rainfall in some regions was
unlikely toaffect overall kharif
output at this stage, he said.
Overall sowing of kharif
crops,including paddy, pulses,
oilseeds, cottonand sugarcane
has picked up pace since July.
The overall sown area in the
middle of August was 101.6
million hectares, just 2%

I-T dept launches drive against
suspicious foreign remittances

SHUBHAM RANA
New Delhi, August 18

THE INCOME TAX Department

has identified several “suspi-

cious”firmswithlittle business

activity that remitted large
of foreign exch

FOREX PROBE
39 entities covered

in nationwide
foreign remittance
verification exercise

firms

overthe last threeyears.

The department has now
launched a nationwide verifi-
cation exercise into suspicious
foreign i

- =
remitted large forex
amounts over 3 years

W Entities reported little
or no business activity

m Some firms were non-filers or
reported very small turnovers

Data analysis and ground
intelligence showed signifi-
cant overseas remittances by
entities with little or no
reported business activity, the
Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) said.

“A nationwide network of
entities engaged in remitting
funds abroad was uncovered
during a search operation con-
ducted onagroup of fictitious
charitabletrustsinvolvedin pro-
viding accommodation entries
against ri-

land and grid approvals,
equipment availability and
the commercial viability of
projects awarded under ear-
lier cost assumptions.

epapenﬁnancialexpress;oon" .

butions,”the CBDT said.
Preliminary ground verifi-
cation revealed that the enti-
ties making these remit-
tances were either non-filers

or were filing income-tax
returns showing very small
turnovers. These entities were
not operating from the
addresses they declared.

“The turnovers had no
apparent correlation with the
largeamounts of moneybeing,
remitted abroad. Theyalso did
notappearto match the stated
purpose of the remittances,
such as payment for freight,
import of software, or import
of consulting services,” the
CBDT said.

Further data analysis also
revealed that a large number
of Form 15CB certificates
were issued by a relatively

CHENNAI/KOCHI

small group of professionals.
The remitted funds were also
received by a clustered group
of entities, the CBDT said in
arelease.

Form 15CB, read with Rule
37BB of the Income-tax
Rules, 1962, requires the
accountant certifying a for-
eign remittance to verify its
taxability with reference to
the books of account and
other relevant documents.
“However, the findings raise
concernsabout whetherade-
quate due diligence was car-
ried out by the Accountants
before issuing these certifi-
cates,” the CBDT said.

Chouhan

below the previous year. While
929 of the normal sown area
has been covered so far, sow-
ing, especially in the eastern
region would continue till the
end of August.

However, according to
experts,unevendistributionis
likely to impact the yield of
several crops, especially pulses
and oilseeds.

After a 35% rainfall defi-
ciency in June, adequate rain-
fall since July, helped bridge
the overall monsoon gap to
12.6% on Tuesday, which is
still in the ‘deficient’ range.

In terms of regional dis-
tribution, the major deficit
was in east and northeast
India(-26%),south peninsu-
lar India (-22% and north-
west India (- 11%).

The rainfed monsoon core
zone of central India has
received normal rainfall
this season.

Skymet lowers
monsoon rain
forecast to 85%

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, August 18

PRIVATE WEATHER FORE-
CASTING agency Skymet has
downgraded its forecast of
monsoon rainfall to 85% of
the benchmark-long period
average (LPA) from its forecast
0f 94% of LPAin April.

There is a 70% probability
of drought, it stated.

“Growing El Nino and weak
Indian Ocean Dipole will cast a
shadow,and the month of Sep-
temberislikely tobe rain-deficit
by 20% of LPA,” Skymet stated.
August rainfall is forecast at
84% of LPAby theagency.

In May 2026, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) had downgraded its
forecast of “below normal”
southwest monsoon rainfall
forJune-September thisyearto
90% of LPA, from 92% in
April, with a high 849% chance
that the rains will fall in the
“deficient to below normal”
range. The met department is
still holding on to their fore-
cast forthe monsoon season.

Rainfall below 90% of LPA
is considered as‘deficient’
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Tweak FCRA Bill

Stronger oversight is justified, but
overreach is no solution for NGOs

HE FOREIGN CONTRIBUTION (Regulation) Amendment Bill,

2026,hasbeen referred tothe 31-memberjoint Parliament Com-

mittee for fine reading, following pushback from the Opposition

and several other circles. To be sure, the Bill introduces a tighter

kforsupervision, and disposal of foreign contribu-
uons and assets of an organisation that ceases to 'have an FCRA certificate.
Raising concernsamong stakeholders, the government can, practicallyatits
own sweetwill,decide nottorenewan organisation’s FCRA certificate,which
will thenautomatically causeit toloseall assets created from foreign funds.
A designated authority will take over the assets, with the promise that the
funds accruing to the Consolidated Fund of Indiawill be used for a similar
publicpurpose.Toallay the concerns of entities undertaking religiousactiv-
ities,an assurance is given that if an attached asset is a place of worship, its
religious characterwill be preserved.

Yet, the provisions have beeninterpreted inmanyquartersasintention to
target minority institutions. Moreover, the current Act and the Bill do not
give theentities concerned an opportunitytobe heard orappeal against the
cancellation of FCRA certificates, The Bill additionally provides that certifi-
cate cessation shall lead to asset vesting. Critics say this provision reinforces
the “draconian” nature the Act acquired after the two sets of amendments
in 2010 and 2020. Several stringent clauses not contained in the original
1976 legislationare already part of the Act.

FCRAlicence renewal was largely routine and easy until recent years; in
practical terms, a licence once granted remained valid for life. Indeed, this
led to Iarge -scale misuse of the facility. Not all units receiving foreign
contribut bove board. Hence, th torenew thelicence
everyfiveyearswas introduced in 2020. Uncertamtyabout renewal chances
hasalsointerrupted the flowof fundsintolegitimate entities and often dis-
rupted their activities. There is no denying that the non-governmental
organisation (NGO) sector in India has undertaken a tremendous amount
of good work in various sectors, including education and health. At last
count, 14,450 units held FCRA certificates, with annual funds inflow to
these beingabout 15,000 crore.

The government has the power to reserve the right to suspend/cancel
FCRA licences on senous grounds like conviction in charges of fomenting
ious conversionattempts,orgross misuse of funds.
However, the allegation of rising instances of selective targeting of institu-
tions may not be entirely baseless. Apart from an intent to closely regulate
theentities receiving foreign contributions,and theiractivities, the review of
FCRAis also aimed at curbing theirwasteful spending and fund diversions.
This is, however, a goal other economic laws can achieve. The government
would dowell to desist from micromanaging the NGO/civil society organi-
sation activities through measures like capping the administrative expen-

tension,

® RAIN CHECK

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan

~ We don't see a huge impact of El Nifio except in

some places. The situation by and large remains

good. Rainfall was sufficient to meet the full water
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D TATA LEADERSHIP

needs of the crops

HOW THEY ARE SORTED QUT IS WHAT IS IMPORTANT SO THAT THERE ARE NO PERMANENT WINNERS OR LOSERS

Differences are only natural

N THE LAST fortnight, media

reportage of Tata has been prolific

— fromthe chairmanof Tata Sons

not offering himself for a third

term in February 2027, specula-

tions around succession, and relation-

ships among leaders to unearthing per-

formance appraisal of leaders through
Google Search and much more.

An Ngram analysis of Tata news

rease

in words like governance, transparency,

trust, and so on.Are rhe recent develop-

mentsin i nance

and transparency? Or do they reflect the

reality that views can differ among indi-

viduals? Society teaches us that differ-

encesare normal,but howtheyare sorted

outisimportant so that there are no per-

manent winnersorlosers.

The babble has been so intense and
assertive that we were reminded of the
adage that those who know do not speak
and those who speak do not know. The
reportage also made us recall the lines,
“Kuch to log kahenge, logon ka kaam hai
kehna, chhodo bekaarki baton mein kahin
beet na jaaye raina”, from the Kishore
Kumarsong in Amar Prem.

That the heads of Tata Sons and Tata
Trusts had professional differences is not
a secret. Whether the differences were
small or large, legitimate or misplaced,
ego-driven ornot,areall mattersthatonly
the pairconcerned will know.Such asitu-
ation can occur between two perfectly

e 4

andthat hiscase.Indeed

it happens in other relationships like
among married couples.

Common senseand experience tellus

that conﬂms and (hfferences can be sal-

conyer-

gence, compmrmse, and commitment.

Importantly,if ionis not

diture at 20%. Burdening these units with a complex web of compliance
requirements is unreasonable and would impede their very functioning. If
the FCRA licence of an NGO is not renewed on time, that itselfwill block the
fund flows to them,and hamperongoingwork. That is sort of a double-edged
sword. The government needs to win the trust of all stakeholders by reach-
ing out to them, and proactively discouraging arbitrary administrative
actions. Lack of an appeal mechanism against abrogation of licences and
assetvesting is clearly untenable and might not stand judicial scrutiny.

Ageism in the age of Al

THERE'S ANEW ruthless sport in corporate India: It is called “Guess Who Turns 45
Next?"The prizeisa calendarinvite titled “Strategic Reahgument Discussion”,
Acmsstech consulting, BFSl,and even family- hatonce treated
ives, mid-career i
“repurpused, or“right-sized."Th gantwords for
pensi (6} feeling“di i issue”.
InIndia,employers admit preferring under-35 hires for their “energy”and “adapta-
bility”, that is lower salary expectations and a tolerance for 11 pm official messages.
Start-ups worshlp thE 25-year-old founderwho codes through the night. large
enterprises flong-ser P iglyof “digital natives”
hil ingi 45 calling
ITsupporLAIdld notinventagebias.It: ruitment soft-
ware screens CVs for“recent skills", “keyword densny and “careergaps”.This is mod-
erncode for: if; your graduation year suagests youonce useda fax machine,goodbye.
Perfor tics i graph: Whattheysttuggle

recognition, crisi

‘restructured,

toopen

polmcal sﬂnsmvxty prevent ies from

IntheITsector, the squeeze is pamcularlypcehc Ononeside is younger,! cheaper
talent willing to learn five coding languages.On the otherare Al systems that do not
ask fori bonuses, or work-from-h ibility. In the middle: the 47-
year-old project managerwondering if experience has a resalevalue.

Upskilling is useful. But it doesn’t bias. Nordoesit rel-
evance. The table truth? Al t s everyone. Pohcymake(s celebrate
India’sd hicdividend but India Incpsychology y Inpromo-
tions, seniority still matters In hiring,youth reigns supreme.

The result? Lead Mid-careerp P Younger

tur-

ity catchesup.’ Teamsbecome fficient but brittle. Cult-
ures g'mwfast but shallow Employae costsare! lowered,
speed i

The old leam—clm]b—coast route is gone. The new
model is cyclical: learn, lead, unlearn, relearn, repeat.
Every decade demands remvennon every five years
Tec Hereare 'hts to consider.

ild ondyc i ard:Ifthe cred-
ibilitylives onlyinsi & Id
are one restructuring away from invisibility. Write.
Speak.Teach. Share insights. Visibility is insurance.

Hedge your skill portfolio: Pair human capabilities
likest lication that his
can’t dowith AL The goal is to become difficult toauto-
mateand even harder to ignore.

d.

M MUNEER

you

Fortune-S00 advisor,
startup investor, and
co-founder, Medici
Institute for Innovation
X:@MuneerMuh

Lead to: Titl is built.Volunteer for
cross-1 project: Learn dotsac ilos. Lead-
ership isa practice,not promotion.

areer2.0: Th dactmightnot yroles,

ent i demia,social impact, etc.are not consolation prizes.

Stay stubbornly human Al can draft emails, analyse trends, compose poetry. It
can’tcare,inspire tru isunsaid.

Economies Lhnve on boLh youthful energy and accumuilated experience.When

ions treat mid-career i as depreciating assets, they create cul-

tures of anxiety. Younger employecs notice. Loyalty evaporates. Everyone quietly
updates Lmkcdln_Wxsdom isexpensive.Soare mistakes.

Tronically;t thever
fear. When employees behevetheyhavea 15-yearexpirydate, theyopmmseforshort
term gains. Whyinvest emotionallyin an institution that' maypollte]yescortycu out
at45?Thetragedyisnot thatsome iscompla-
cency —at 35.Relevance is not a gift bestowed by HR It isa dlscxph.ue

In the age of algorithms, birthdays are irrelevant. Reinvention is everyt_hmg So
whetheryouare 28, ised,or58, st i
tion remains: when the next wave of automation rolls in, will you be clinging to yes-
terday’s expertise...or surfing tomorrow’s opportunity?

R GOPALAKRISHNAN
ISHAAT HUSSAIN

The authors are former directors of Tata Sons
and together served Tata for over 50 years,

justment, then a dignified and mutual
separation is avalid course. Whatever the
factsare, top-level differences should not
affect the institution negatively.
Anditislikely that that mcent acnons

sonal relations helped diminish the rela-
tionships,leadingtothewar.Of course, the
war was not caused by just family rela-
tionships, but personal mistrust among
familymembers lessened the opportuni-

preciselythiscon-

sideration.
History offers many. cases wherewhat
appeared opinionwa

notaddressed andended up contributing
to undesirable conflicts.
Graceful and early resolu-
tion is essential, and often

S
If salvaging a

ties for

apromoter ional dispute,or
evenasanissueof capitalallocation disci-
pline.Itisfruitless tocriticise,analyse,and
paralyse, based on assumptions.
Twofactsareclear.First,inaccordance
with well-established Tata retirement
policies, the Tata Sons chai.rman would
anyway itions
fromjune 7028upuntummg65 yearsof
age. Therefore, the board must have had
some succession plan for June 2028, Sec-
ond, renewing the chairman’s contract for
athird term was a unanimous decision of
the Trust members in September 2025,
17 months before even the ongoing con-
tract would come up forrenewal. It is this

decisionofthe Truststhatled

gested by history. First, h urand presct'A

ddat

ige become key. Second, leaders persona-
lise disputes. Third, miscommunication
creates exaggerated per-
ceptions of insults,

In the Tata case, the

lychangein
of the chairman's succession. The matter
appeared on the Tata Sons board agenda
at the instance of the Trusts in February
this year. It appears that one director
reser certaineco-

nomic and business issues. In this back-
ground, bearing the interests of the
employees, investments,and business of
Tata Sons, the chairman has gracefully
histimelydecision not toseek

re-election fora third term.The die has
been cast, and attention must change to
oo .

the preferred path. o P leaders could not resolve
Iliﬂius Caels):r and Pom- snu.a“on 1sinok their issues through con-
pey the Great were thick possible through  yerations and conver-
politicalalliesinRome—in ~ reconciliation and  gence, so the dlfferences
fact,‘ Poxxanpey w;i Caesar;? readjustment, then :{ere " e lf iguishe
son-in-law — until person: hrough graceful adjust-
distrust,rivalry,and compe- a dignified and ments. Above all, the lead-
tition for prestige gradually mutual sep ers have p their
poisoned the relationship. is a valid course institutions.
Caesar’s conquest of Gaul e ———————— However,such episodes
made him extremely pow- tempt everyone to analyse
erful,and Pompey ned that and It is in this context that

Caesar would dominate Rome. Their
growing conflict could not be resolved
through negotiation or compromise.
Finally,in49 BCE,Caesarcrossed the Rubi-
con and initiated the civil war with rival
Pompey the Great.

Around World Warl,KaiserWilhelm T
ruled in Germany, King George V in Eng-
land, and Tsar Nicholas 11 in Russia, all
related as cousins. Wilhelm’s impulsive

insecurity, and strained per-

2

Padma Shri poet, Bashir Bad: wrote,

rahta, kisi bhi aaine. nu:m der rak chehra
nahin (ifs hthen
youwillloserelationships,justasamirror
does not hold a reflection forlong).
Conspiracy theories circulate where
none or some may be true. In this case,
some view it as a Tata Trusts versus Tata
Sons dispute, some others as a Parsi ver-
sus non-Parsi dispute, yet some others as

Tataisararenational jewel. It isa busi-
nessgroup that most Indiansrespect and
love. How many business enterprises
around the world can you think of that
people respect and love? You can count
them on your fingertips. The Tata family
— employees, retirees, vendors, share-
holders,and families —exceeds the popu-
Iations of Belgium, the Netherlands,and
Switzerland combined.

Let us, therefore, wish Tata all the best
in finding a successor and returning the
enterprise to its mission of c.reatmg

family ad
national prosperity.

Leaving it unfunded is UPI’s biggest risk

MONICA JASUJA

Chief Expansion and Innovation Officer,
Emerging Payments Asia

Case for reintroducing MDR shouldn’t end with better economics

for ecosystem participants, but enable stronger technology,
better products, more innovation and deeper financial inclusion

EVER SINCE THE Taxation and Other

Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, proposed

changes to Section 10A of the Payment
Act. publi

has collapsed into one anxious question:
WillUPInow costmoneytouse? Itwillnot.

What the Bill actually opens up is a
merchant discount rate (MDR), or a fee
some businesses may pay to banks and
payment service providers (PSPs) for
processing select high-value transac-
tionson UPLThereal debateis natabout
whether people will pay to use UPL It is
about how the system that keeps it free
forthem gets funded.

The anxiety is understandable. UPI
became part of daily life in India precisely
because it was free, fast,and simple,and
any hint of change to that feels personal.
But the reintroduction of MDR on high-
value UPI person-to-merchant transac-
tions is nota change to that promise. Itis
what protectsit.

Areasonable charge on select high-
value merchant transactions, which is
lower than other payment methods, can
enable banks and fintechs/startups to
make investments that are much needed
tostrengthen infrastructure. Theto-dolist

ity,driving
innovation,and most importantly bring-
inganadditional 600 millioncitizensand
50million

The 600-million figure comprises two
ldenuﬂable groups — smartphone users
anddata

active usersand 230 million daily acnve
users. Thenext 600 mill

consumels will be charged formaking UPI

stretch. They are already banked, reach—
able, and sitting just outside the current
base.We do not lack the appetite for digi-
tal engagement, but its conversion into
daily payment bebaviour.
Additionally, the penetration of dig-
ital payments in India is about 40% of
the adult population on the user side
andaround 50% for the merchantside.
Brazil’s Pix offers a useful comparison
— it now reaches roughly 91% of the
country’s adult population, built in
under five years. India's headroom is

e proposition
that made UPlinclusive and accessible
therefore remains intact.

MDR can create sustainable eco-
nomics that drive the next wave of
growth and innovation for the digltal

requires continuous investment in
cybersecurity and trust. This means
banks, fintechs, and other participants
need to continuously strengthen fraud
detection, threat monitoring, risk sys-
tems,authentication,and Al-led capabil-
mes UPI is not unsafe today However,

ecosystem. Stakeh like
banks and PSPs continuously invest in
infrastructure,merchant servicing, cus-
tomer support, compliance, risk man-
agement,and operations.
Moreover, large merchants already
absorb substantial costs for accepting
digital payment methods. Based on the

trust at an ever-increasing
scale requires continuous investment to
stayahead of evolving threats.

A stronger ecosystem can deepen
financial inclusion. Thus, financial inclu-
sion should now move beyond simply
enabling someone to ma}\:: adigital pay-
ment.
greater investment in merchant accep—
tance, underserved markets, accessible
and vernacular solutions, and products
designed for people and businesses that
remain at the edges of formal finance.

Last hut not the least, as globally

not hypothetical. prevmusyear 'scard spends,
The twin statistics the on these
above highlight the signifi- A calibrated MDR transactions together
cant growth potential for iah- amounted to more than
the Indian payment Ion selech h‘g: %40,000 crore in the last
ecosystem.Intwodecades, YaIU€ UP! mer.c ant  financial year. In other
building payment systems ~ transactionsis not  words, large
across five markets, [ have an entirely new already understand paying
snspaen e cost orcommercal CrbscpEIDT)
P Y construct e el by

lack of appetite. It stalls for

atscale.Seenin thiscontext,

lack of infrastructure acalil MDR on select
investment behind it. hjgh value UPI merchant
Given India’s demographics, economic an newcostor
growth,and pread, its UP1 ial construct. Th

ecosystem has the structural potential to question is whether such a charge is rea-
growmanifold. sonable, proportionate, and directed

As I seeit, there is a clear flow chart. A
UPI free for users and small merchants

towards sustaining and strengthening
the payment ecosystem.
Int MDRcan

‘models teachus,
the benefits must ultimately flow back
totheend user. The case for reintroduc-
ing MDRshould not end withbetter eco-
nomics for ecosystem participants.To
reiterate, those economics should
enable continued investment that
results in stronger technology, better
products, more innovation, and deeper
financial inclusion.

Freeis not the sameas costless.Some-
body hasalways paid to keep UPI running.
The only question is whether that cost is

the

leads to strengthening of the
ics,which in turn enables invest-

Wd p
haveabankaccountbut have notyet been
brought into UPL

According to the National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI), UPI reaches
approximately 500 million monthly

ment, leading to improved technology,
mnovatmn and security. This combina-
tionl financial inclusion
and ultimately delivers better outcomes
forend users.

Reintroducing MDR does not mean

HE EDITOR

Countering US

The article "Review bilateral trade
strategy" (FE, August 18) should sens-
itise the Indian government. There are
strong reasons to counter the erratic
tariff hikes imposed by the US. Trump's
quixotic actions are often reversed by
US courts themselves. His policies and
arbitrary actions are not subscribed to
even by people in his own country.
Importing some products remains
viable even after the tariff hike. Extra-

neous reasons like child labour,
traditional items, disregard for illegal
sanctions, etc. are used as tools to
maintain an upper hand, which are
not appreciated even by American
think tanks. India should not buckle
under pressure for any reason and
should retaliate in equal measure.
Unfortunately, the mood of the gov-
ernment appears to be submissive,
for reasons not explained.
Corrections are imminent.

—AG Rajmohan, Anantapur

tainable commercial model that enables
these participants to continue investing
as the ecosystem expands. My argument
is: Let us think beyond cost recovery and
focuson creating the economic incentive
toinvestinthefutureof digital payments.

A larger digital ecosystem also

Justifiable closure

Apropos of "A prudent pause" (FE,
August 18), the RBI's decision to close
the foreign currency non-resident
(bank) special window early appears
Justified. Large dollar inflows can
temporarily strengthen the rupee, but
excessive dependence on foreign
currency deposits may create
vulnerabilities when global financial
conditions change. The recent
pressure on the rupee underlines the

can
affordit,orpaid invisibly,byasystem run-
ning on borrowed time.

Some will remember this as the
moment India funded itsinfrastructure
honestly. Others will only ask if UPI
stayed free. Both are right. Only one is
the whole story.

need for caution. At the same time,
genuine non-resident investors should
not face unnecessary uncertainty. The
RBI should therefore communicate its
policy decisions clearly and well in
advance, while maintaining adequate
foreign exchange reserves to manage
sudden volatility. A stable rupee
cannot be achieved through short-
term measures alone.

—AMyilsami, Coimbatore

eWiite to us at feletters@expressindia.com
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Blackmoney

Court steps in to safeguard poll process

HE Supreme Court has rightly observed that
the use of black money in elections compro-
‘mises democracy as the voter’s choice is influ-
enced by allurements. Indeed, the poll process
cannot be genuinely free and fair if ill-gotten
wealth has a bearing on how citizens vote and if cases
involving electoral offences remain pending for years. The
Courthas stressed that the recovery of suspected election-
related cash must be followed by swift, credible action. Its
direction that seizures be reported within 24 hours, with
reasons establishing a prima facie link to an electoral mal-
practice, introduces an important element of accountabil-
ity. The expectation that investigations should ordinarily
be completed within a year, with delays explained to the
Election Commission of India (ECI), also carries weight.

The SC order also confronts another uncomfortable
reality: justice delayed in election cases can become jus-
tice denied. With polls taking place every five years, pro-
longed trials can allow candidates accused of serious
offences to contest repeatedly while cases remain in
limbo. The direction to high courts to designate courts
for speedy disposal is therefore welcome. So too is the
requirement of HC approval before poll-related cases
against candidates are withdrawn. One political party
replacing another at the helm must not become a pre-
text for quietly abandoning criminal proceedings.

The scale of pendency justifies the urgency. More than
3.87lakh FIRs were registered in connection with the 2024
Lok Sabha elections. Of these, about 43% have resulted in
convictions, while closure reports have been filed in 20% of
the cases; the rest are pending trial or under investigation.
The SC’s intervention has also renewed the debate on
political funding. In 2024, the SC had struck down the elec-
toral bonds scheme, ruling that anonymous political contri-
butions violated voters’ right to information. Now, the onus
is on probe agencies, prosecutors, courts and the ECIto
implement the latest directions strictly and

Not for sale

Stop auctioning Chandigarh'’s legacy abroad

HANDIGARH's iconic furniture shows that

heritage is not merely about monuments; it is

also about the objects that give them mean-

ing. UNESCO’s request to Chicago’s Wright

Auction House to suspend the transfer of six
Pierre Jeanneret-designed furniture pieces sold for
around Rs 83 lakh has changed what appeared tobe arou-
tine design auction into an international heritage dispute.
The teak chairs, benches and stools were never conceived
as luxury collectibles. Designed in the 1950s as part of Le
Corbusier’s vision for Chandigarh, they were integral to
the city’s institutional identity — from Panjab University
and the PGI to government offices. Since Chandigarh's
Capitol Complex became a UNESCO World Heritage Site
in 2016, preserving these objects has become inseparable
from preserving the city’s authenticity.

The troubling aspect is that this is not an isolated
episode. In June this year, seven Chandigarh furniture
pieces fetched over Rs 1 crore at the same auction
house. Earlier, auctions in Paris and Barcelona were
challenged through diplomatic and legal intervention,
while Brussels and Los Angeles have witnessed similar
controversies. The pattern suggests a persistent failure
to safeguard movable heritage despite the 2011 order of
the Ministry of Home Affairs restricting the movement
of Chandigarh’s heritage furniture.

UNESCO’s intervention carries moral authority
rather than coercive power. It exposes an uncomfortable
truth: Indiais relying on diplomatic firefighting instead of
preventive conservation. A city celebrated globally for its
modernist vision cannot afford to discover missing arte-
facts only when they appear in foreign catalogues. The
answer lies beyond recovering six pieces. Chandigarh
needs acomprehensive digital inventory of every original
Jeanneret object, regular audits of public institutions,
stronger export mentand swift ion where
thefti blished. Heri mustextend from
buildings to the furniture that completes their story.

OPINION

Ehe El’ihuue CHANDIGARH WEDNESDAY‘ 19 AUGUST 2026

Unhealthy signs for health research

Proposed national policy reflects a centralised approach to agenda implementation

DINESH C SHARMA
SCIENCE COMMENTATOR

HE Department of

Health  Research

(DHR), a wing of the

Ministry of Health

and Family Welfare,
has proposed a national health
research policy. The depart-
ment has been in existence for
almost two decades, but it has
woken up only now to the fact
that India lacks a dedicated pol-
icy on health research.

As per the R&D data released
in July, the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), the
flagship agency for health
research in the country,
receives just 3.3% of the nation-
al R&D funding, while defence
and space get 32% and 15%,
respectively. India’s expendi-
ture on R&D itself is abysmally
low — 0.84% of GDP compared
to China’s 2.58%.

Among the obvious goals of
the new health research policy is
to increase the expenditure on
biomedical and health R&D.
The target is to increase health
research investment as a share
of GDP from the current 0.024%
t0 0.072% by 2037 and 0.15% by
2047. While it may appear to be a
big jump, it is far too low com-
pared to India’s current and pro-
jected disease burden as well as
emerging health challenges.
Moreover, the timelines for the
proposed increase are too far
away, targets are non-binding
and without any budgetary sup-
port in the pipeline.

How the proposed increase will
be achieved is more problematic.
The policy says, “Public invest-
ment shall rise progressively, com-
plemented by responsible private,
philanthropic and non-govern-
mental investment.” This formal-
ly opens the doors for private
investment in health research.

ot
ABYSMAL : India’s expenditure on R&D is 0.84% of GDP compared to China's 2.58%. 1sTock.

The nature of private invest-
‘ment that the government wants
to encourage should cause
greater concern. The policy says
that Corporate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) money from private
companies will be allowed to be
used for R&D projects in public
institutions, and the DHR will
formulate necessary policies to
facilitate such funding.

The approach is different from
existing public-private partner-
ships for drug or vaccine devel-
opment involving pharma com-
panies and public institutions
under specific projects such as
the development of Covid-19
vaccines. If CSR funds are
allowed from any company —be
it pharma or otherwise — or a
philanthropic organisation pro-
moted by a company, it may lead
to biased research or a hidden

Health research is not
justabout testing new
technologies or
developing new
vaccines and drugs.
Its outcomes are
supposed to guide
policies and budgets.

doors for the industry and also
foreign foundations to conduct
health research. For domestic
researchers, scientific collabora-

Research Stewardship Commit-
tee to provide overarching
strategic direction. It will be
headed by the Principal Scientif-
ic Adviser and include several
bureaucrats (secretaries of scien-
tific departments) as members.
At the second tier will be the
DHR, acting as the central nodal
implementing agency, and the
third tier would be the ICMR,
tasked with scientific and tech-
nical execution.

The proposed governance sys-
tem undermines the role of states,
ignoring the fact that public
health is primarily a State subject
and ‘Medical Education and
Research'isin the Concurrent list
of the Constitution. By authoris-
ing the central stewardship com-
mittee to set the health research
agenda, states will be reduced to
mere implementers. “States and

topics lik

agenda like manufacturing “sci-  tion with foreign researchers Union Temritories will support

entific doubt” in contentious would sull need a permn froma alignment with local health needs
i health of the and ion into prc

(impacts of air pollution, tobac-  health ministry. service delivery and public health

co, aleohol), occupational health,
food safety and climate change,

It is ironic that on the one
hand, the government has sti-
fled field research studies by
some of the leading health
NGOs and public health insti-
tutes in the name of foreign con-
tribution regulations, and on the
other hand, it is opening the

The whole approach seems to
be to centralise and bureaucra-
tise health research at all levels.
The policy talks of a National
Health Research Agenda that
will set the priorities at the
macro level and a three-tier gov-
ernance architecture to imple-
ment the agenda. At the top
would be the National Health

action,” the policy says.

The policy marks another
important shift — allowing
Ayurveda and other systems of
medicine to get access to the
research kitty meant for modern
medicine in the guise of promot-
ing “integrative health”. This is
despite such systems having
dedicated research funding

from the Ayush Ministry and
mechanisms operated by it. This
is bound to give rise to “valida-
tion science”, wherein tradition-
al remedies like cow urine could
be subjected to modern research
so that they could be “scientifi-
cally validated.” This is already
happening through projects
funded by other research agen-
cies like the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology.

India is not only a geographi-
cally and culturally diverse
country but also has myriad
health needs as well as dispari-
ties in access to health systems.
Health indicators and chal-
lenges of Kerala, for example,
are completely different from
those of Bihar or Odisha.
Instead of making states
implement a “top-down” agen-
da, states should be guided and
helped to build and develop
their own health research
infrastructure based on their
priorities and needs.

Health research is not just
about testing new technologies or
developing new vaccines and
drugs. Its outcomes are supposed
to guide health policies and budg-
ets. Much of it is about ways to
improve the functioning of
health systems and healthcare
delivery to achieve better out-
comes. Health research is a con-
tinuous and dynamic process,
closely linked with social and eco-
nomic factors. For instance,
health problems of many margin-
alised groups and communities
like urban poor and tribal people
are often understudied. A large
number of medical colleges have
been opened in recent years.
They need to be oriented to con-
duct research on health topics in
their respective regions.

The idea of developing a ded-
icated health research policy
addresses a long-felt need.
However, the direction the pol-
icy is seeking to take — a cen-
tralised approach to develop-
ing a research agenda, giving
the private sector a prominent
role and integration of tradi-
tional medicine in the modern
health research agenda — is
rather unhealthy.

The care of the public health is the first duty of the statesman. —Benjamin Disracli

The warmth
we leave behind

AasTHA BAGGA

nephews and a niece. Some people enter our lives and
become part of our story. Others quietly become part of
who we are. They are the latter.

My life with them has been made of ordinary things: noisy
afternoons, endless questions, silly arguments, sudden hugs.
There is one moment I return to often. One of my nephews
was having a difficult day. He did not want advice or ques-
tions. He simply came and sat beside me. We sat quietly. After
a while, he leaned against me and said, “Aunty, I feel better
now.” I had not solved anything. I had not said anything par-
ticularly wise. I had simply stayed. That moment taught me
something I hope I never forget: sometimes love is not about
having the right words. It is about making someone feel they
do not have to face everything alone.

Then there is my little nephew, who seems to know, with the

]:often wonder what my life would be without my three

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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The Viceroy’s speech

THE first address of a Viceroy to the Central Legislature is natural-
ly an event of some importance, This year, there were special rea-
sons for looking forward to this event with even more than ordinary
interest and expectancy. The present session is the last of the sec-
ond Legislative Assembly constituted under the Government of
India Act, and even under the orthodox official inter ionofthe
words of that Act, the day is drawing near when the Secretary of
State will have no choice but to submit proposals to His Majesty for
the constitution of the Statutory Commission that is to enquire into
theworkmg of the Reforms. Such proposals will have tobe submn.

tedwithin the lifetime of the thatwill come int 1ce
after the ensuing elections. It was, therefore, not without reason
that the public expected some indication in His Excellency’s
speech on this occasion as to the attitude of the Government of
India towards further Reforms. The expectation was all the keener
because it was about this time last year that the Assembly had pre-
sented its demand in this behalf to the Government of India in the
shape of an amendment to the official resolution on the Muddiman
Committee’s report, and so far thelatter had given no definite reply
to that demand. Lord Reading made a good many speeches
between the time when this demand was put forward and the time
when he laid down the reins of office, and he has scarcely allowed
aweek to pass since his departure from India without having some-
thing to say about India and by way of glorifying his administration.

1 instinct children have, exactly when his aunt needs
a hug. He will come over, wrap his little arms around me and
hold on for a few extra seconds — as though he knows that this
small gesture can change my entire day. I often wonder how he
knows. Perhaps love needs no explanation when it is genuine.
These moments may seem insignificant while they are hap-
pening. But perhaps this is how a life is really built — not
through grand occasions, but through tiny acts of belonging
that quietly become our most precious memories.

I know they will grow up. Life will take them to places I can-
not follow, into careers, friendships, responsibilities and even-
tually families of their own. There will be birthdays I may miss,
calls that become less frequent and years when we may not see
each other as often as we wish. I do not want to hold on to them.
I want to know that, somewhere in their growing-up years, I
gave them something worth carrying forward.

Years from now, perhaps one of them will open an old book
and find my name inside. Another ‘may hold a platter from
my ionand gs at my home. Some-
one may come across an old photograph and, for a fleeting
moment, hear our laughter again.

And I'hope they miss me. Not with sadness, but with warmth.

Because the legacy I want to leave is not a perfect image of
myself. I want to leave behind a feeling: that they were loved,
deeply and unconditionally, not only on special occasions but
in the countless ordinary moments.

Maybe that is the real measure of a life well lived. Not what
we own. Not what we achieve. But how much warmth we leave
behind in the hearts of those who know us.

And if, years from now, my nephews and niece think, “Life
was a little warmer, happier and more beautiful because our
aunt was there,” I will know I lived a truly blessed life.

The writer is a Hoshiarpur-based advocate

epaper.tribuneindia.com

LETTERS HE EDITOR

Time for judicial reform
Refer to ‘An Alternative to the Collegium’;
when a rift appears between justice and its
public perception, the citizen's trust
becomes the first casualty. Historically,
Jjudges refrained from expressing dissent
through press conferences. Judges main-
tained a detached purity, grounding their
decisions in the secular wisdom of the Con-
stitution and established jurisprudence.
‘Whenever legal tenets have been compro-
mised, reform has followed. The birth of the
Magna Carta in England, judicial review in
the US and the public interest litigation in
India were aimed at restoring equilibrium.
Strong edifices require unyielding pillars.
ABHYAM SHARMA, PATHANKOT

Complex and sensitive matter

With reference to ‘An Alternative to the
Collegium’; many legal experts increasing-
ly feel that the Collegium system deserves
a careful reconsideration. However, a well-
functioning system should not be under-
mined merely to accommodate certain
instances of non-performance or voices of
dissent from aspirants who may not find
favour in the selection process. Assessing
Jjudicial acumen, integrity, temperament
and suitability for higher judicial responsi-

Serious economic matters
Refer to ‘Web of debt that entangles Pun-
jab’; the academia and the government
seem to be living in different worlds. While
the academia provides tailor-made solu-
tions to bring Punjab out of the debt trap,
the government is not even thinking of try-
ing out any remedial steps. In a recent inter-
view to a news channel, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann addressed queries about
Punjab’s mounting debt by asking why the
state should repay it immediately. He stated
that Punjab would clear its liabilities the
day large states like Uttar Pradesh and
Gujarat paid off theirs. In a precarious situ-
ation like this, we expect the government to
take this pressing issue more seriously.
MOHAMMAD SOHAIL, CHANDIGARH

Uniformity in govt schools

Apropos of ‘PM Sir, free coaching does not
fix the main problem’; we require a thor-
ough overhaul of schools run by state gov-
ernments. This calls for a centralised policy
to bring about uniformity in quality, out-
comes and accountability. Perhaps an inde-
pendent regulatory body could be consti-
tuted which conducts assessments of
schools through scheduled and surprise
Lests ’I’hJs could be used to generate an

bilities is an exceptionally and
sensitive exercise; above all, transparency
must remain supreme.

SHUBHAM MAHAJAN, BILASPUR

State authorities equally liable

Apropos of ‘Food hygiene’; the problem is
much larger than quick-commerce platforms.
India has millions of licensed Food B

1 at score” for each
state. Linking federal grants to this score
could incentivise state governments to
upgrade and uphold education standards.
An overwhelming majority of the kids in
developed countries of Europe and North
America attend public schools, which main-
tain high standards consistently.

Operators (FBOs). With such a huge network
and limited enforcement manpower, FSSAT
alone cannot physically inspect every estab-
lishment frequently. The real question is:
where are the state food safety and hedlth
authorities? FBOs parhcu.larly vl

DOGRA, JALANDHAR

NTA's accountability

Refer to ‘Why accountability is so low’; if the
findings of an inquiry are not made public, it
raises concerns about whether accountability
is being While the NTA can can-

and large retailers,
should dxgmuv report purchases, sales, inven-
tory, sources and storage details. Such data-
laden AI can enable authorities to identify
abnormal patterns without waiting for a physi-
cal complaint or inspection.
SURJIT SINGH BHATOA, PANCHKULA

cel tests and announce fresh dates through a
circular, the larger question is what such
action says about the agency’s credibility. Is
the NTA, inits present form. truly equipped to
conduct examinations that can impact the
futures of lakhs of aspirants?

PS KAUR, BY MAIL

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sént by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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States, Parliament and the mining question

KARAN ANIRUDH

ment and road development.
This complex web of indi-
rect taxes on mines acquired
a new constitutional dimen-
sion following the Supreme
Court's July 25,2024 ruling in

exercising its powers under
Entry 54, Parliament can
restrict the states' power to
tax land merely because the
land is 'mineral-bearing'?
This federal restriction

Parliament can pass an Act
regulating such matters, and
the legislatures of all other
states can also adopt this law.

The amendment to the
Water (Prevention and Con-

Mineral Area Development imposed by Parliament on  trol of Pollution) Act, 1974 in

ASINGH TEWARI Authority (MADA) v Steel states' rights to tax ‘miner- February 2024 has been
FORMER CHIEF SECRETARIES. Authority of India. The nine- al-bearing land' raises a adopted by the recommend-
OF PUNJAB judge Constitution Bench, by constitutional  question, ingstates, Himachal Pradesh

HE Mines and

an eightto-one majority,
overruled its 35-year-old

since the Supreme Court's
MADA judgement recog-

and Rajasthan, and by sever-
al states, including Punjab,

Minerals (Devel- judgement in India Cements nised the states' power to  Bihar, West Bengal and Mad-

opment and Reg- v Tamil Nadu (1989) to the tax land under Entry 49 of hya Pradesh. A similar

ulation) Act, 1957  extent that it had treated roy- the State List. approach could help achieve

(MMDR Act) has  altyasatax. This question matters a consensual and compre-
been amended by Parliament The court held that a state's because the rationale for hensive framework for min-
to provide a level playing power under Entry 49 of the this new law is to bring eral taxation.

field for mineral prospecting

State List of the Seventh

transparency and  pre-

The amendment to the

and extraction across states.  Schedule of the Constitution £ dictability to the taxation of MMDR Act leaves open the
It is also expected to ensure  is distinet from its power @ mines and mi ls, pro- tion of

greater certainty and trans- under Entry 50, which reads mote investment, and reform of mineral taxahon.
parency around the numer-  as follows: "Taxes on mineral ~ UNRESOLVED :The MMDR Bill does not ad efo taxation.  reduce India's d d The envirc 1 costs of
ous taxes, cesses, royalties rights, subject to any limita- on imported minerals, mining can vary substantial-

and other levies that mines
must pay.

tions imposed by Parliament
by law relating to mineral

tion and development under
the control of the Union is

extends this restriction to
"mineral-bearing land". Sec-

including rare earths, which
are critical to our economy

ly by the location and nature
of a mine, and recovering

Take, for instance, the coal ~ development.” declared by Parliament by tion 3 of the amendment and national security. these costs through sover-
mined in Jharkhand that is It clarified that the measure  law to be expedient in the defines such land as "land We propose an alternative  eign levies or taxes is in the
utilised to generate thermal  of the taxdoes not determine  public interest.” having the mineral contents  legislative route by consen-  public interest.
power in Punjab. When the  its nature, and that the word The MMDR Act exercises in accordance with the sus, enshrined in the Consti- At the same time, the
basic cost of medium-grade 'lands" under Entry 49 thisconstitutional powerand parameters  prescribed...”, tution and rk for car-
coal at the mine site was Rs  includes  mineral-bearing  provides the legislative and Section 9Doftheamend-  implemented in the past, bon markets implies that,
1,148 per ton, several taxes land. Thus, a stateis entitled  framework for the regulation ment states that "No tax, cess  notably in the case of legisla-  sooner rather than later, we
and other levies amounting tolevyataxonlandbyclassi- and development of mineral or such other levy (by what- tion on water pollution, shall have to address the car-
to Rs 1,139 per ton were fying it as ‘mineral land' resourcesin the country. ever name called) shall be where Parliament legislated  bon costs associated with fos-
added, bringing the total based on objective criteria, Thereis therefore little doubt . imposed by the State Gov- on a subject in the State List sl fuels such as coal, petrole-
price to Rs 2287 per ton. becausetaxationoflandsand about Parliament's purview to An lel(‘l’l native ernment on (a) mineral (Waterisin the State List). um and natura.l gas. We need
These levies included Rs 450  buildings falls within a state  impose limitations, and, to that l egi Sl'\li\r't’ route b\’ rights; or (b) mineral bearing This federal aninsti
of Jharkhand Mineral Land  legislature's purview. extent, the Mines and Miner- g} + J lands, either based on miner-  route for legislation by Parlia-  address these issues that pn}
Cess, Royalty of Rs 213, Dis- However, the development  als (Development and Regula- consensus can bc al quantity or mineral value ment on a subject that falls  vides greater transparency
trict Mining Fund of Rs 64, and regulation of mines and  tion) Amendment Bill, 2026, f I.l - l . l i or royalty payable or other-  within the State Listissetout  andacoordinated approach to
Forest transit fee of Rs 57, minerals falls within the passed by Parliament on ollowed as done m wise, except in accordance in Article 252 of the Constitu-  managing resources that are
IGST of Rs 349, and National ~ purview of Parliament, in  August 13, utilises the consti- inthe past, inthe with such conditions or tion,whichprovidesthatifthe critical to India's economic
Mineral Exploration Trust of ~ view of Entry 54 of the Union  tutional space provided by S s p restrictions as may be pre- legislatures of two or more  and national security. Perhaps
Rs 7 per ton. Lm which reads as follows, ~Entry 54 of the Union List. caseof ngBlilflﬂﬂ Ol scribed by the Central Gov-  states pass resolutions to the it is time to set up a national

Otherstates h Iso levied i of mines and However, the constitutional water p()”lllj()ll ernment.” effect that a matter in the regulator for mines, with the
chargeson coalminesforpur- mineral development to the question becomes nuanced The question this amend- State Listrequiresalawtobe  states'consent.
poses such as rural develop- extent to which such regula- when the amendment ment raises is whether, while  enacted by Parliament, then Views are personal

Migrationisreshaping Punjab Whyacademicfreedommatters

tinuing migration of the existing

‘When the most ambitious, educat-

to go beyond the discourse of the

ignorance. We see the manifestation

youth, Punjab faces what may be  ed and economically mobile youth state, and understand the brilliance  of xenophobic naﬁona]jsm,we expe-
described as a double demographic  migrate, the domestic pool of poten- of Umar Khalid or know about the  rience the erosmn of the cultu.re of
squeeze: fewer young people bemg L\al leaders narrows. This trend of . struggles and achi of Stan  civility

added tothe: ion and ic divide A Swamy and Prof GN Saibaba. And Under these circumstances, how
of the existing young population would reduce generational renewal imagine the intensity of this fear—  canone be 'neutral? In fact, thisso-
leaving the state or country. in political organisation and gradual- *  the way some of our politically called neutrality is a kind of con-
= = Punjab is losing not only potential ~ ly: reducelhelr capacity for grassroots AVUIT PATHAK appointedVCs lose no opportunityto ~ sent to the status quo. If you remain
NAVREET KAUR teachers, ion. It would also weaken SOCIOLOGIST satisfy the ruling regime and trivi- 'neutral' and silent, when your col-
DEPTOF PUEEIC ADvlggVSISTTRATlON. activists, ory and the 1 of political skills alise the idea of au.ruversltyasacon- leagues are harassed, humiliated
PANIARUNIVERSITY political leaders. One of theless visi-  and reduce the representation of HE latest V-Dem Acade-  fluence of knowled; and fed b ftheir lec-
ble consequencesof thisdemograph-  youth concerns in policy discourse. mic Freedom Index Second, it is equally important to  tures and writings, you also as a cit-
UNJAB is struggling icshiftisitsimpact on Punjab'stradi- The fundamental concern is shocks me,butIamnot  realise that those clever academi- izen;and eventually, you strength-
ith the interconnected  tional structures of political and  whether the state will have enough surprised. Iam shocked  cians who often escape from their  en the forces that abhor the spirit of

crises of agrarian dis-  social mobilisation. Gradually, it will  young people to organise, mobilise, because India is placed  own responsibilities in the name of  free enquiry.
tress, unemployment, erode the state's traditional base of — question governments, build institu- = at the bottom 10-20% of 179 coun-  value-neutrality’ and prefer to Accept it. The death of academic
industrial stagnation, political mobilisation. Evidence tions and articulate new political tries on academic freedom. What remainsilentarenolessresponsible.  freedom will cause severe damage to

mounting debt, water distress and
pollution. The youth are migrat-

endorses that political parties, trade
unions and farmer organisations

demands. Historically, Punjab has
witnessed the capacity of its young

intensifies my pain is that India's
position is the lowest since 1990,

They too cause severe damage tothe
spirit of academic freedom. When do

the cultural fabric of the entire
nation. If we continue to lose the cul-

ing to foreign lands to seek have historically relied on student peopleforcollectiveactionfromtheir =~ and even below the Emergency they realise that this discourse of ture of debate, dialogue and free
employment and better opportu-  unions, youth wings and rural net-  active participation. years of 1975-1977. ‘neutrality is a myth? In the age of ~ enquiry, our democracy might be
nities. The origin of thscrxs!shesm works fo sustain leadership and Political sociology suggests that Tam not surprised for two reasons. the pmpaganda machmery, we are reduced into some kind of electoral
Punjab's inability ats leadership reproduction dependson = First, I feel it will be too naive to the of The fate of democracy
and sustainable employment oppor- generational continuity. If younger = expect the spirit of academic free- depends on people’s ability to think,
tunities over the Iast three decades. cohorts disengage physically from = dominour colleges and universities, and even question the leaders they
For decades, successive govern- local politics, institutional vitality = particularly, at a time when the send to Parliament.
ments have acknowledged unem- weakens, This demographic transi-  prevalent politico-cultural Establish- Yet, I have no hesitation in saying

ployment without building a tion also raises the broader question = ment, because of its regressive and that T see immense possibilities in
coherent economic strategy to of the changing composition of Pun- = potentially authoritarian character, our students. Some of our students
address it. The departure of young Jjab'sworkforce. Whenasectionofits = remains uneasy with the illumina- raise their voice and protest against
people is intersecting with Punjab's young population migrates abroad, tion of’ h'ee thinking. And this is pre- the growing onslaught on some of
broader demographic transition, Punjabd dson migrantworkers  ciselytk dox of power: the more our leading centres of learning like
characterised by smaller families, from other states forits requirements = powerful you are, the more fearful TISS and JNU. Or, think of the stu-
declining fertility and achangingage inagricultural and industrial sectors. = you become. Yes, it is the fear of dis- dents of the NALSAR in Hyderabad.
structure. The result is a growing Theissue, therefore, is whetherthe = sent; it is the fear of an alternative They urged the administration to
demographic imbalance in the state. political leadership has adequately =~ worldview; and it is the fear of critical reconsider inviting CJI Surya Kant
The pattern is visible in the propor- » - examined thelong-term demograph- = thinking that can debunk the other- Ao . - as their convocation chief guest.
tion of children and the future young ]'f [l_]e [IC.Ild continues, icand economic consequencesofthe = wise powerful ruling regime, or the W ecot l]d see [h‘“ these Yes, in this symbolic gesture of
population. The share of young chil- ~ Punjabwill graduallylose  simultaneous outmigration of its | carefully crafted largerthandie youngsters are not protest, we could see that these
dren (aged 0-4 years) in Punjab has g . “ youth and inward migration of image ofits ‘supreme'leader e AAR youngsters are not willing to accept
the lowest proportion at 6.1% against a P‘m ofthe hll[lldll, labour. If the present trend contin- And this fear is infectious. While it “']J-h-ng toacc CP‘ everything the Establishment seeks
the national 8.0%,asperthe NFHS-  institutional and p()hleiLl ues, Punjabwill gradually loseapart = fears a bright professor who ques- Q\'Cl'\ﬂ]jl'lg the tolegitimise —and at times through
2024. Only 21.4% of its population is ) ) ofthehuman, institutionaland polit- =~ tions patriarchy, misogyny and = - the highest court in the country. Pos-
in the (-14 age group, compared to  CAPACIYTeqUIred (0 jcal capacity requied to confront its | hypermaseuline religious national-  Establishmentseeks syt notaiways easytodiminish
25.2% at the national level. sonfre ite e own crises. ism through his/her teaching and SoTHIMISE. the conscience of young students.
‘When a relatively smaller younger (()Il‘] ontits OWn crises, For full article, go to writing, it does not spare even a 19- to h g][]]l]ls( : For full article, go to

generationis combined with the con-
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year-old college student who wants
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Editor’s
TAKE

The courage that
refuses to look away

World Humanitarian Day honours the selfless
service of humanitarian workers. But they need
protection and funding, not just applause

On August 19, 2003, a truck bomb tore through the Canal Hotel
in Baghdad, the UN's headquarters in Iraq, killing 22 people,
including the gifted diplomat Sergio Vieira de Mello. Five years
later, the UN General Assembly turned that tragedy into an
annual reminder: humanitarian work is not safe, comfortable,
or thankless in the abstract - it is dangerous, specific, and carried
out by people with names and families. That is why World
Humanitarian Day matters.

In a world numbed by the scale of suffering — Gaza, Sudan,
Ukraine, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and the slow-
moving disasters of climate change — humanitarian workers are
the ones who still walk towards the wreckage rather than walk
away from it. They are proof that decency has not been argued
out of existence. In an age of cynicism about institutions, the
aid worker distributing vaccines in a flooded village or
negotiating a ceasefire corridor for food trucks offers something
rarer than optimism: evidence.

This year's UN campaign, #ActForHumanity, captures that
plainly - humanity is not a slogan; it is a practice, renewed daily
by people who choose it under fire. Yet the record now being
setis not one to celebrate. The UN reported 390 aid workers
killed in 2024, the highest toll ever recorded, and humanitarian
groups warn 2026 is set to be worse still, with more aid workers
coming under attack - killed, injured, kidnapped, or detained.

Palestinians account for close to a fifth of all aid workers
killed since records began. Impunity compounds the crisis:
attacks go uni igated, perp ished, and
humanitarian access is increasingly treated as a bargaining chip
rather than a legal obli underii ional f itari
law. Reversing this requires more than tributes. Warring parties
and states must be held to the Geneva Conventions' protections
for humanitarian personnel, with credible investigation and
prosecution of attacks, not just condemnation.

Humanitarian access needs to be negotiated as non-
negotiable, insulated from political leverage. Funding -
chronically underpaid and precarious — must shift towards
predictable, multi-year support so organisations can retain
trained staff rather than burn through them. And local
responders, who absorb the greatest risk and know their
communities best, deserve a far larger share of both resources
and decision-making power than the current aid architecture
gives them.

India's own experience offers a useful counterpoint to
despair. From Operation Dost's medical teams in earthquake-hit
Turkey and Syria in 2023, to Operation Brahma in Myanmar and
Operation Sagar Bandhu's rescue of over 2,500 citizens and
treatment of 2,200 patients after Cyclone Ditwah in Sri Lanka in
2025, to Operation Amistad's earthquake response in
Venezuela this year, India has steadily built a reputation as a
first responder abroad - backed at home by the NDRF's disaster
machinery. Indeed, humanitarian capacity, built patiently,
becomes a form of soft power rooted in something sturdier
than diplomacy alone.
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People dance during the ‘61st annual Diggi Kalyan Ji Lakhi Padyatra', a religious
pilgrimage to Diggi Kalyan Ji Temple, in Jaipur. PHOTO: PTI
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MAKKAH ARRANGEMENT MUST BE JUDGED
BY PRACTICAL COOPERATION

With reference to the article “The
Makkah Triangle and the Iran Test”
(August 18), the emerging security
understanding among Saudi
Arabia, Pakistan and Torkiye
deserves attention, but it would be
unwise to treat it as a formal
military alliance before its
commitments become clearer. The
real test will come if one member
faces a serious confrontation with
Iran or another regional power. The
three countries have different
strategic priorities and
relationships with major powers,
which could make collective action
difficult during a crisis.

The arrangement would be
more useful if it develops practical
mechanisms for consultation
rather than ambitious promises of
mutual defence. Regular meetings
among defence officials,
intelligence-sharing on terrorism
and maritime security, joint
disaster-response exercises and

communication channels during
emergencies would be sensible
first steps. Such cooperation could
strengthen regional stability
without creating another rigid bloc.
It would also reduce
misunderstandings at a time when
West Asian tensions remain high.
India should watch these

developments carefully. Its
relations with Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Iran and other Gulf countries
are important for energy security,
trade and the welfare of millions of
Indian citizens. New Delhi should
continue engaging all sides while
encouraging dialogue and de-
escalation. The Makkah
arrangement can become
constructive if it remains flexible,
transparent and focused on
common security concerns. Its
credibility should be measured by
What it prevents and resolves, not
by rhetoric.

M BARATHI | BENGALURU

Please send your letter ta the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

DIGITAL EXPERIENCE —

India’s middle class needs
opportunity more than subsidies

The World Economic Forum estimates make this even clearer. Today, 4 out of every 5 rupees spent by Indian consumers come
from middle-class and better-off families. By 2036, that is expected to increase to more than 9 out of every 10 rupees.
By 2047, this group is projected to include over one billion Indians

In almost every

ASHOK  |ndian city, there
KUMAR is a family the
MITTAL, country needs to

talk about. The

father pays his
income tax in full, on time, every year. The mother has
taken aloan for their daughter’s engineering degree. There
is an insurance premium due each March against anillness
they hope never comes. This family asks the government
for very little. It is the Indian middle class, and it has quietly
become the engine of the country's economy — and the
government’s own record over the past decade shows it
understands that the next phase of reform must focus on
this family.

Yet, few people realise just how powerful this engine
has become. Speaking in France earlier this year, the
finance minister pointed out that India's middle class has
expanded by about 6.3 per cent every year since 1995 and
now forms roughly 31 per cent of the population. The World
Economic Forum estimates make this even clearer.
Today, 4 out of every 5 rupees spent by Indian consumers
come from middle-class and better-off families. By 2036,
that is expected to increase to more than 9 out of every
10 rupees. By 2047, this group is projected to include over
one billion Indians.

The growth of the middle class is also reflected in India's
tax base. The number of income-tax payers has more than
doubled, from 5.26 crore in 2013-14 to 12.13 crore in 2024-
25,and Income Tax Return filings have doubled in the same
period, from 4 crore in 2013-14 to 8.18 crore in 2023-24,
according to the Press Information Bureau. That is what
happens when a tax system is simplified rather than merely
enforced.

Healthcare tells a similar story. As government spend-
ingon healthcare has increased, families are paying much
less from their own pockets for medical treatment. Out-
of-pocket healthcare expenses have fallen from 64.2 per
centin 2013-14 to 39.4 per cent today, while public spend-
ing on healthcare has steadily increased. And even as the
economy has formalised at record pace, the labour market
has held steady: the National Statistical Office’s Periodic
Labour Force Survey puts the overall unemployment rate
at 3.1 per cent in 2025, among the lowest such figures India
has ever recorded.

The government's next priority is to create more
quality jobs that match people’s education and skills, espe-
cially for graduates. With graduate unemploymentat11.2
per cent, the focus is now on better experiential learning
and stronger links between education and industry.

So, what does such a family need from the government
now? Not more help. Welfare matters, and India has
extended it to the poor on a scale no country has attempt-
ed before. But the middle class stands somewhere else,
and policy has increasingly recognised this. It has never
asked to be carried. It asks only that the climb be made
possible. A subsidy answers a shortage; opportunity
answers an ambition —and the direction of recent policy
suggests the government agrees.

Helping people through welfare and helping them create

wealth are two different approaches. Welfare is measured
by what the government distributes out. Wealth creation
is measured by what people are able to earn. A family that
has already escaped poverty needs the second far more
than the first—and the government's recent reforms have
leaned decisively toward the second.

That shift is well underway. Incomes of up to 12 lakh
rupees a year are now free of income tax, GST has been
rationalised into simpler slabs, and the Income Tax Act
of 1961 has at last been replaced after decades of complex-
ity. Each of these reforms allows middle-class families to
keep more of what they earn, instead of paying it to the
government first and receiving it as benefits later. More
Indians are joining the formal economy and as a result
the number of GST taxpayers has risen from 66.5 lakh in
2017 to 1.64 crore by April 2026 — nearly two and a half
times in nine years, according to the Press Information
Bureau.

Lower taxes help families keep more of their income.
Better jobs help them increase that income. That is why
the government’s recent investments have focused on cre-
ating more employment opportunities. Twelve semicon-
ductor projects have been cleared, carrying an investment
ofabout

1.64 lakh crore rupees (roughly $19 billion). The IndiaAl
Mission has built a shared national computing facility of
more than 45,000 GPUs, the machines on which artificial
intelligence model is trained. Electronics are now worth
13lakh crore rupees (about $155 billion) and stand as India’s
third-largest export.

India already ranks among the world's largest produc-
ers of renewable power. Every solar park and battery plant
creates opportunities for engineers, technicians and super-
visors. To ensure these opportunities translate into pros-
perity, the government’s focus is now on equipping Indians

with the skills needed for these emerging industries.
According to the India Skills Report 2026, only 56.35 per
cent of graduates are currently considered employable.
The government’s skill development and apprenticeship
programmes, including Skill India and the National
Education Policy's focus on vocational education, are aimed
atimproving this figure. India has spent the past decade
building industries such as semiconductors, artificial intel-
ligence and renewable energy. The next challenge is to
prepare more graduates for these sectors by improving
skills and reducing graduate unemployment, which cur-
rently stands at 11.2 per cent.

Colleges must therefore keep teaching for jobs and not
only for degrees. Employers should help write the syllabus
and sit on examination panels. Students should gain hands-
on industry experience as part of their degree, not after
completing it. And learning must continue throughout
one's career because the skills of 2026 will not be
enough for the jobs of tomorrow.

Not every middle-class Indian wants a salary. Many want
to build something, and the government schemes have
already begun making that easier: streamlined MSME reg-
istration through Udyam, credit guarantees through
CGTMSE, and invoice discounting through TReDS. However,
there is still considerable scope to improve access to bank
credit for small businesses. Encouragingly, the share of
small enterprises receiving formal bank loans increased
from 14 per cent in 2020 to 20 per cent in 2024, accord-
ing to NITI Aayog. If this progress continues, many more
entrepreneurs will be able to access the finance they need
to grow.

Healthcare and education costs can also hold families
back. When they must take loans for these essential needs,
pursuing bigger dreams often becomes financially risky.
The government's own record is its strongest case — reli-
able roads and power, dependable government hospitals,
good government schools and honest digital services hand
that money back to the family. And out-of-pocket health
spending’s fall from 64.2 per cent in 2013-14 t0 39.4 per cent
today shows the direction is already right. India is now
close to achieving the National Health Policy's target of
reducing out-of-pocket healthcare expenses to 35 per cent.

Somewhere in an Indian city, that same father is still
filing his return on time, that same mother is still repay-
ing her daughter's loan. Neither has asked the state fora
handout, and increasingly, neither has had to. What the
middle class deserves — and what the reforms of the past
decade have sought to deliver—is not charity, but oppor-
tunity. Itis a job worth training for, a business worth risking,
a city that does not tax them twice by making them pay
privately for what public money already promised.
Perhaps the question is no longer whether India’s middle
class can carry the weight of Viksit Bharat — India’s goal
of becoming a developed nation
by 2047 — forit has been car-
rying that weight quietly
for thirty years, and today,
more than ever, govern-
ment policies are helping
share that responsibility.

The writer is Member of
Parliamant, Rajya Sabha

and Founder Chancellor,
Lovely Professional
University

Jason Arday and the cost of believing a good story

KUSHAN
MITRA

find the right adjective to describe this sorry affair. Yes, it
is tragic, but if this was a Detective story, | used have used
the term ‘curious’. And certainly had Arday not decided to
take his own life, this story would have been comedic as
well. | found it truly peculiar that someone could make
such outlandish claims without being fact-checked.
Especially in aworld where people get fact-checked aimost
instantly on social media. The very claim that he ran six
marathons in six days could and should have been
checked, and it would have been very easy to do soinan

2ND OPINION

For some strange reason, my social media feeds have been
serving up the Jason Arday matter quite relentlessly on my
feeds for the past few weeks. For those of you who are not
aware, Jason Arday was a Professor in the department of
education at Cambridge University, one of the most hal-
lowed educational institutions on the planet. In fact, he
was the youngest black professor in the history of
Cambridge University. But it turned out that not only had
Arday falsified and plagiarised his entire educational history,
his life history turned out to be too good to be true. And
despite claiming to have overcome adversity, achieving
some amagzing things, including being unable to verbally
communicate until he was 18, he took his own life when
his house of cards just collapsed literally overnight.
There are two things that strike me, the first is trying to

era of pervasive digital media. His claim of being on a
popular television show was immediately debunked. His
claims of Autism and being non-verbal could have been
checked with fellow students and primary school teach-
ers. And all of this and more was eventually debunked, a
stunning article in The Guardian of all places effectively
called him a liar, which Arday certainly was. This is a man
who claimed to have overcome incredible adversity such
as having a brain tumour removed a couple of weeks before
his viva for his doctorate leading him to relearn it all. Oh,
come on. Some of his outlandish claims couldn't be proven
by CCTV or other records.

Yet, Cambridge University hired him, and the entire story
is not really an indictment of Jason Arday, it is of
Cambridge University and his enablers. And this is where
the lesson lies, not just for institutes of excellence like
Cambridge certainly was once upon a time, but public life
in general.

We have let a whole class of liars and charlatans take

over public life, in the process devaluing many, many things.
At the same time, we have a public, and even people in
positions of power so desperate to believe any story that
often despite evidence to the contrary, they will double
down using standard forms of defence such as racism and
in India, casteism, and that global phenomenon,
whataboutery.

And | am not indicting any one side, this is as true on
the right as it is on the left. Human beings in general like
afeel-good origin story, in politics, in sports and clearly in
education. In India as well, we always find that one kid who
cleared a major entrance despite studying undera street-
lighteven though the overwhelming majority of such chil-
dren do not succeed.

Itis terrible that Arday took his own life, he could have
and should have been stopped earlier by any number of
people, because as someone might say, The Math did not
Math'in his case. And even the fantasy world that he created
could easily have been debunked and he might have gotten
the mental help that he clearly needed and itis truly ironic
thata man who claimed he overcame incredible odds and
adversity could not face up to real adversity the first time
in his life that he likely faced it. The real tragedy will be that
we won't learn any lessons from this as a society. We will
still let charlatans play with our emotions because who
doesn't like a good story.

[ The writer is Director, Printer and Publisher of The Pioneer )

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

India’s press freedom ranking

India, despite being the world’s largest democracy with
regular elections and constitutional guarantees of free
speech, ranks 157th out of 180 countries in the 2026
World Press Freedom Index released by Reporters
Without Borders (RSF). India ranked 151st in 2025,
marking a six-place decline. The ranking raises serious
concerns about the challenges faced by Indian journal-
ism. Journalists reportedly face harassment, legal
pressure and intimidation, while concentration of media
ownership and economic dependence on government
advertising and corporate sponsorship can affect edi-
torial independence and encourage self-censorship.
Atthe same time, India continues to have a vastand
diverse media ecosystem, with hundreds of television
channels and thousands of newspapers and publica-
tions in multiple languages. Digital platforms and social
media are also becoming increasingly important
sources of news, particularly for younger audiences.
Press freedom is essential to a healthy democracy.
The latest ranking should therefore be viewed not
merely as a statistic but as an opportunity to examine
the conditions under which journalists work and to
strengthen protections for independent journalism, edi-
torial freedom and responsible reporting.
YASH PAL RALHAN | JALANDHAR

Vande Mataram should remain a symbol of unity

Apropos of the editorial "Vande Mataram Does Not
Deserve Political Slugfest”, published on August 18. The
recent controversy over the rendition of Vande
Mataram, whether only the first two stanzas or all six
should be sung, and who insulted the song at various
events has needlessly turned a unifying national
symbol into a partisan battleground.

Vande Mataram, our national song, was written in
1875, while Jana Gana Mana, the national anthem, was
written in 1911. Vande Mataram has been part of our
national consciousness long before this controversy. It
is sung in schools and featured in films.

The 1937 Congress decision to adopt only the opening
stanzas for official functions was an inclusive compro-
mise. What we are witnessing now is not a genuine
debate about patriotism, but a contest over political
ownership of a shared heritage. The BJP and Congress
should move beyond this slugfest and focus on press-
ing issues such as the NTA, education, healthcare and
employment.

Itis ironic that a song that once united people across
faiths and religions has divided them along party lines.
The least our leaders can do is let Vande Mataram
remain a symbol of unity.

BAL GOVIND | NOIDA

Food safety in quick commerce

There isan urgent need to look at the growing food-safety
concerns accompanying India’s rapid quick-commerce
expansion. The suspension of 14 food business licences
linked to major delivery platforms by the Maharashtra gov-
ernment is a serious warning that convenience cannot
come at the cost of consumer health.

Quick-commerce companies are not merely technol-
ogy platforms. Their dark stores and warehouses handle
food, manage inventory and control storage and deliv-
ery. They must therefore accept clear responsibility for
hygiene, freshness, temperature control and quality.
Incidents involving expired products, pests, rotten food
and inadequate sanitation reveal weaknesses that
demand immediate correction. Regulators must also
strengthen their systems through uniform inspections,
regular audits, cold-chain monitoring and digital track-
ing of food products.

Most importantly, consumers deserve transparency
aboutwhere and how their food is stored before it reaches
their homes. Speed is undoubtedly the biggest attraction
of quick commerce, but it should never override safety.
The industry can sustain public trust only when every
minute saved in delivery is matched by uncompromis-
ing attention to food hygiene and consumer well-being.

VANDANA | CHANDIGARH



The ]

ioneer &5

NEW DELHI | WEDNESDAY | AUGUST 19, 2026

'ANALYSIS [I1J

Choosing India’s youth
over political acrimony

Prime Minister Narendra Modi continues to expand educational opportunities through reform and strengthen the
integrity of competitive examinations. He sends a clear message: the future belongs to India's youth, and their

aspirations must remain at the centre of governance

India's youth are not
merely the country's
demographic advan-
tage; they are its
greatest national
asset. Every competi-
tive examination,
every innovation,
every start-up, every
scientific break-
through and every
sporting achievement
reflects the aspira-
tions of a generation
determined to shape
the nation's future.
When examination irregularities caused concern
among students, that concern was understandable.
Those who prepare for years deserve a system that
is fair and trustworthy. At demonstrations, including
those held at [antar Mantar, many students voiced
legitimate concerns about examination integrity. Yet
alongside these genuine voices, some individuals
resorted to abusive personal slogans directed at Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi |i and his family. Slogans
advocating confrontation rather than constructive dia-
logue received media attention, but they did not
define the aspirations of India's youth.

The overwhelming majority of Gen Z Indians were
not on the streets hurling insults. They were in
libraries, classrooms, coaching centres and homes,
preparing for their next examination, chasing their
careers and striving to build their future. They
deserve to be recognised as the true face of India's
youth. A statesman understands this distinction.

Rather than allowing personal attacks to dominate
the national conversation, PM Shri Prime Minister Modi
chose to remain focused on the larger issue: the future
of India's students.

This ability to absorb criticism without losing
sight of governance is what distinguishes political
leadership from statesmanship. Democracies will
always witness passionate disagreement, and criti-
cism is a natural part of public life. Leadership,
however, is ultimately judged by whether
personal attacks are allowed to distract from nation-
al priorities.

For over a decade, PM Shri Narendra Modi has con-
sistently placed young Indians at the centre of his gov-
ernance. Through Pariksha Pe Charcha, he has trans-
formed the conversation around examinations,
encouraging students to approach them with confi-
dence, curiosity and emotional resilience rather than
fear. His interactions extend beyond marks and rank-

PRAMOD
SAWANT

HISTORY OFTEN
REMEMBERS
LEADERS NOT FOR
THE INSULTS THEY
RECEIVED BUT FOR
THE RESTRAINT
THEY DISPLAYED IN
RESPONDING TO
THEM.
STATESMANSHIP
LIES NOT IN
WINNING EVERY
POLITICAL
ARGUMENT BUT IN
REFUSING TO LET
PERSONAL ATTACKS
OVERSHADOW
NATIONAL
PRIORITIES

ings to mental well-being, time and self-
belief. Similarly, Mann Ki Baat has become a platform
where young achievers find national recognition;

student innovators, start-up founders, grassroots inventors,
young scientists, sportspersons and social entrepreneurs
alike, reinforcing the message that India’s future will be
shaped by its youth rather than by political division.

The Union Government has also worked to strengthen
the ecosystem in which students compete, introducing
structural reforms to strengthen confidence in public exam-
inations. It has enacted a stringent law against unfair prac-
tices in public examinations, providing severe penalties for
organised paper-leak rackets and those who facilitate exam-
ination fraud. It has strengthened coordination among
central agencies and examination bodies, enhanced
digital surveillance, encryption and the secure transport
of question papers, and tightened cybersecurity for com-
puter-based tests. Firm action against organised cheating
networks, middlemen and complicit officials, together with
stronger accountability mechanisms, is intended to ensure
that future examinations are conducted with greater trans-
parency and credibility.

The Modi Government's vision for youth extends even
beyond examinations. The National Education Policy
2020 seeks to equip students with multidisciplinary learn-
ing, critical thinking and greater flexibility. Programmes
such as PM Gati Shakti envision new economic opportu-
nities through world-class infrastructure, creating jobs and
enabling young entrepreneurs to join India's growth
story. Digital India, Start-up India, Skill India, semiconduc-
tor manufacturing, artificial intelligence, drone technolo-
gy and space-sector reforms are all designed with the aspi-
rations of Gen Z in mind. The philosophy is consistent: invest
in the capabilities of young Indians rather than merely
manage their expectations.

The contrast is significant. While a handful of motivat-
ed voices may seek attention through provocative slogans,
the aspirations of India's youth lie elsewhere. They seek
quality education, employment opportunities, technolog-
ical advancement and a nation that rewards merit. Prime
Minister Modi's response reflected an understanding of this
distinction. Rather than treating every angry slogan as rep-
resentative of an entire generation, he separated a few dis-
ruptive voices from the millions of sincere students pur-
suing their dreams, demonstrating confidence in India's
youth instead of cynicism towards them.

History often remembers leaders not for the insults they
received but for the restraint they displayed in respond-
ing to them. Statesmanship lies not in winning every polit-
ical argument but in refusing to let personal attacks over-
shadow national priorities. A leader who continues to
engage with students through Pariksha Pe Charcha, cele-
brates young achievers in Mann Ki Baat, expands educa-
tional opportunity through reform and strengthens the
integrity of competitive examinations sends a clear
message: the future belongs to India’s youth, and their aspi-
rations must remain at the centre of governance.

That, ultimately, is the measure of leadership, not the
ability to answer every provocation, but the willingness to
rise above it in service of the nation.

World humanitarian day:
Remembering unsung heroes

India is once again witnessing the human cost of the
monsoon season. The state of Assam is facing massive
flooding, while Himachal Pradesh is witnessing deaths
and disruption due to heavy rainfall, landslides and
flash floods. Meanwhile, Uttarakhand is at risk from
heavy rainfall, landslides and flash floods. However,
these are more than just weather disturbances. These
are humanitarian crises. Behind every statistic is a
human story - a family being forced out of its house,
farmers losing their crops and animals, children
missing school, patients failing to make it to a hospi-
tal, or elderly people stranded without medication.

That is why August 19, which is observed as World
Humanitarian Day, holds so much relevance to India today. The day, observed by
the United Nations, pays tribute to humanitarian workers who risk their lives while
helping people suffering from any disaster, conflict or other crisis. However, human-
itarian action means much more than aid work done in times of such emergencies.
In India, humanitarian efforts are those of NDRF and SDRF workers, firefighters, police,
armed forces, medical professionals, district authorities, NGOs, volunteers and local
communities. In many disaster situations, the initial humanitarian response comes
from a neighbour.

The local fisherman may help a family get out of a dangerous situation. The vil-
lagers may be the first to search through the rubble of a collapsed building.

The increasing complexity of these disasters, however, poses an enormous burden
on this system of response. The relevant question here is no longer limited to how
fast we will be able to offer assistance after the disaster has occurred. What we need
to ask ourselves is whether we will be able to react to a predicted hazard before it
causes a humanitarian crisis.

People behind the response
In case of any disaster, the general public tends to see the rescue operations. What
is less visible is the large network of
people working behind these oper-
ations. They are the humanitarian
workers. They are the ones who
operate in some of the toughest and
most dangerous environments. Most
of them continue their jobs even
when other people try to escape from
there. World Humanitarian Day is a
chance to remember these people.
However, this day should also serve
as areminder that the humanitarian
response is not the responsibility of
a particular department. Itis a collec-
tive process.

Over the last two decades, India
has developed its unique disaster
response system. The National
Disaster Response Force, State Disaster Response Forces, armed forces, police force,
fire services, civil defence, health authorities, district administration, NGOs and com-
munity organisations all play their part. All these agencies’ combined efforts have
saved many lives during various disasters such as floods, cyclones, earthquakes and
landslides. However, there is a paradigm shift taking place in relation to disasters.
While a disaster could previously be restricted to one locality or even one sector,
today, a cloudburst may lead to a flash flood that leads to a landslide, causing the
destruction of bridges, power outages and communication failures, disrupting hos-
pitals and isolating communities.

There is also the impact of climate change, which has increased the level of uncer-
tainty. It is important that preparedness does not just revolve around post-disaster
actions but needs to take place long before such events occur.

One of the most significant shifts is that between early warning and early action.
India has made huge strides in terms of forecasting and early warning mechanisms
in respect of cyclones, evacuation, river and rainfall monitoring, among others.
However, the real success of an early warning lies in its translation into action. An
alert posted on a government website will not save lives. It needs to get through to
the farmer, the fisherman, the tourist, the schoolteacher, the village head and the
family residing in a vulnerable settlement. More importantly, they need to under-
stand what the alert means and what they have to do. This is where the participa-
tion of local communities comes into play. Communities should not be treated merely
as beneficiaries of relief. They need to be trained to participate in the process of dis-
aster management.

It is worth noting one more thing that requires our greater attention - the well-
being of itarian workers . Disaster responders spend many hours
in a very difficult physical and emotional state because they have to deal with unsafe
buildings, floodwaters, landslides, fire, extreme temperature changes and diseases.
The life of a disaster responder is always at risk while helping other people. The dis-
aster responder needs proper education, protection, communication systems, insur-
ance, rest and psychological help. A resilient disaster management system has to
protect those who are protecting us.

Humanitarian response is not only about the number of rescue teams working
or relief materials sent out to the disaster-affected area. It is about saving people
from unnecessary suffering and helping them to restore their lives. The humanitar-
ian worker is thus no longer just a saviour; he or she is a connection between dis-
aster and hope.

With the increasing complexity and unpredictability of disasters, it is imperative
that the Indian government develops a humanitarian system where humanitarian
assistance starts not once a community is in distress, but even before disaster strikes.
With the increased occurrence of disasters comes the question: What sort of human-
itarian assistance and response system does India require in the coming years? There
is no denying the fact that India has done well on its side to develop its disaster man-
agement systems. With bodies like the National Disaster Management Authority,
National Disaster Response Force, State Disaster Management Authorities and di:
trict administrations developing their preparedness and
response capacity, a lotis being done in this regard. But
more is required. It is time that we move from respond-
ing to disasters to reducing risks before disaster strikes.

SATENDRA
SINGH

Zardari's minority claims: A far cry from reality

Pakistan's Islamabad Capital Territory 839.

President Asif Ali

Before Partition (1947), in today's Pakistan-

Islamic State of Pakistan many such others. In education, they are also
explicitly states that a deprived because of the structure of the syl-

Zardari generat-
ed a new wave
of controversy
by stating that,
“The Indians
believe in
Akhand Bharat.
But we are
SUDHIR SINGH Muslims of the
mindset that tol-
erates. We have a 4 per cent Hindu population
in Pakistan. They are free as anywhere else.
They would rather be with us than India.” At
first look, this position of Zardari seems
benevolent and secular. But the reality is some-
thing different.

Official Pakistani census records tell an
entirely different story regarding demograph-
ic trends. The Hindu share of the population
in territories that became Pakistan has dropped
sharply, from roughly 15 per centin the 1941
census to 2.17 per cent (5.2 million) in the 2023
census, depending on the categories and
regions counted. According to the Pakistan
Hindu Council, the actual number of Hindus is
between 8 to 10 million, arguing that many
Hindus are missed or deliberately uncounted
in the 2023 official census. As per the 2023
census, 49 lakh Hindus live in Sindh, making
up almost 9 per centof the overall population
of the province. Punjab has 2.5 lakh, Balochistan
59,107, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 6,104 and

occupied Kashmir, particularly as per the 1941
British India census, 15 per cent Hindus and
Sikhs were residing. During the tragedy of
Partition, they were killed and those left over
were compelled to embark on compulsory
migration to India. As per the 2023 census,
almost zero Hindus live in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir. Although the 1973 Bhutto Constitution
of Pakistan provides equal rights to all citizens
and is not supposed to discriminate on the
basis of caste, creed or religion.

Pakistan came into being on the philosophy
that Hindus and Muslims were two different
faiths and could not live together. By 1940,
Mohammed Ali Jinnah became the sole
spokesperson for the Muslims of undivided
Bharat. In the historic Lahore Resolution, the
‘Two-Nation Theory' was moved by a Bengali
Muslim, AK Fazal Huq, and passed by the
Jinnah-led Muslim League in March 1940.
Muhammad Ali Jinnah argued during the
Lahore Resolution in his presidential address
that ‘Hindus and Muslims were distinct nations
that could not coexist in a single Indian
framework’. In the larger context, the Lahore
Resolution became the philosophical ground
for the Partition of India and the creation of
Pakistan. Perhaps in any corner of the globe,
within the ambit of seven years (1940-1947), a
nation has been created. The new nation came
into being as Pakistan. However, later |innah
modified his stance and argued for an inclu-

sive Pakistan in his address to the Constituent
Assembly of Pakistan. Khawaja Nizamuddin,
the 2nd Prime Minister of Pakistan, stated in
the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan: “I do not
agree that religion is a private affair of the indi-
vidual nor do | agree that in an Islamic state
every citizen has identical rights, no matter
what his caste, creed or faith be.”

Article 41 (2) of the Constitution of the

person is not qualified for
election as President (head
of the state) unless he is a
Muslim. This provision
exclusively debars Hindus
from becoming President of
Pakistan, which is other-
wise not possible due to
their miniscule population
and the prominence of
‘Political Islam’. Pakistan’s
Constitution’s Article 51 (2A)
provides 10 reserved seats
for non-Muslims in the
National Assembly, 23
reserved seats for non-
Muslims in four provincial
assemblies under Article
106, and four seats for non-
# Muslims in the Senate of
| Pakistan. Conventionally,

Hindus were allocated 4-5
seats in the Pakistani
Parliament. The number of National Assembly
seats has today gone from 207 in 1997 to 336
in the 2024 election, but seats for minorities
have not been increased in this proportion due
to opposition from the forces known as har-
bingers of 'Political Islam'. Hindus are not duly
represented in diverse walks of life and face
multiple forms of discrimination, including
forced conversion, rape of their women and

labus.

In contrast, Muslims in India were 9.8 per
centas per the 1951 census and increased up
to 14.2 per centas per the 2011 census. Muslims
in India became President three times; Union
Cabinet ministers, Governors and many
became Chief Ministers in Hindu-majority
provinces like Bihar and Maharashtra. Muslims
and other Indian minorities are duly represent-
ed in all walks of life. Hindi cinema has been
unprecedentedly led by Muslim artists. Parsis
are a minuscule minority in India, but they are
leading the Indian economy.

Swami Vivekananda stated in his famous
1893 Chicago address that, since ages, India has
accommodated all shades of minorities. We
believe in accommodation, not toleration,
Zardari. We do not need to be lectured by
President Asif Ali Zardari about the rights of
minorities. Our Constitution treats each citizen
on the basis of equality. After 80 years of our
democratic experience, we have proved the
‘Two-Nation Theory’ wrong. After Indonesia, the
largest number of Muslims are living in India
with dignity and a sense of belongingness.
Pakistan must learn from India on many
fronts, including the fair treatment of its
minorities.

‘The writer teaches Political Science in the Department of
Poiitical Science, School of Social Sciences, Faculty of Arts,
North Campus, University of Delhi
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Youth Reckoning

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s Independence Day

speech was striking not simply because he spoke so

much about India’s youth, but because of what that

emphasis revealed about the political challenge facing
his government. After weeks in which young people had taken
to the streets over examination failures, educational grievances
and wider anxieties about their future, Modi offered a distinctly
forward-looking answer: free online coaching for competitive
examinations, artificial-intelligence training for one crore young
Indians and a wider promise that youth would be the principal
beneficiaries of a developed India.

These are not insignificant measures. The cost of coaching
has become a serious burden on middle-class families, while
technological change will require millions of workers to acquire
new skills. But the political significance of the announcements
lies elsewhere. They suggest that the government has
recognised youth discontent as a problem that cannot simply
be ignored. Yet recognition is not the same as
acknowledgement.

The speech offered young Indians opportunities for the
future without directly confronting the institutional failures
that had contributed to their anger. There was no reckoning
with the examination controversies, no substantive
engagement with why government jobs and competitive
examinations have become such high-stakes gateways. and no
reflection on what happens when institutions lose the
confidence of those who depend upon them.

That omission matters because the recent protests were not
merely a demand for better coaching, They represented a
deeper frustration with a system in which millions compete
and too few secure opportunities and where the credibility of
the examination process can determine the course of an entire
life. The other striking element was the warning against “dimagi
Naxals” who Mr Modi said seck to create disorder, and must be
identified and isolated.

The juxtaposition is politically revealing, The government is
willing to speak directly to young, Indians about their
aspirations, but it also draws a boundary around legitimate
dissent. That could prove a dangerous misca]culﬂlinn, Young
citizens do not become hostile to the state merely because they
protest. Indeed, democratic politics depends upon their ability
to question institutions without being treated as enemies of the
national project. The test for any government is not
whether it can persuade the young to dream about 2047, but
whether it can persuade them that the institutions 0f 2026
deserve their trust.

This is where implementation will matter, but so will
accounmhlln A free coaching platform cannot repair an

system whos il is in doubt. Al training
cannot substitute for employment. And slogans about a
developed India cannot ¢ indefinitely for i
that appear unresponsive when citizens demand answers.

The Prime Minister has understood that India’s youth cannot
be taken for granted. His speech was therefore a significant
political acknowledgement of their importance. But the
harder task remains for his government. It must win
their trust without asking them to surrender their right to
question power.

Deal with reality

vears after the Taliban returned to power,
Alghanistan presents the world with an uncomfortable
fact: a regime can be deeply repressive and still prove
remarkably durable. The question for democracies is no
longer how to restore the order that collapsed in 2021, but how
to deal with the order that replaced it.

The Taliban have consolidated their control. The fighting that
once devastated much of the country has largely stopped, and
the government in Kabul faces no credible military challenge.
But stability has come at a terrible price. Women have been
pushed out of workplaces and public life, girls are denied
education beyond primary school, and restrictions on
movement and personal freedom have intensified. Afghanistan
remains desperately poor, with millions dependent on
humanitarian assistance.

This creates a dilemma that cannot be resolved by either
moral outrage or diplomatic convenience. Punishing the
Taliban through isolation has not persuaded them to change.
Nor is there evidence that withholding recognition has
weakened their grip on power. Meanwhile, declining foreign aid
risks making ordinary Afghans bear the cost of a policy
intended to pressure their rulers.

Yet it does not follow that formal recognition should simply
be handed to the Taliban. Recognition is not merely an

acknowledgement of who controls a capital. It is also a source of

diplomatic legitimacy and, potentially, leverage. If the outside
world gives that leverage away without securing anything in
return, it may discover that it has little left with which to
influence the regime.

The sensible course lies between ostracism and acceptance.
Alghanistan needs functioning diplomatic channels, not
diplomatic pretence. Western governments should be able to
speak directly to Taliban officials about terrorism, refugees,
border security, trade and humanitarian access. Embassies and
diplomats could provide valuable intelligence and consular
assistance while giving the outside world a clearer
understanding of the forces shaping the regime.

Humanitarian aid should also be protected from political
disputes as far as possible. A starving or impoverished
population is not an effective instrument for changing the
behaviour of its rulers. Indeed, Afghanistan's economic
weakness may itself become a source of wider instability,
encouraging migration, extremism and dependence on less
scrupulom powers.

should remain c 1. The Taliban
should be told plainly that deeper diplomatic and economic
normalisation depends on measurable changes: restoring girls'
education, allowing women to work, permitting humanitarian
organisations to operate effectively and creating at least some
space for political participation.

There is little reason to expect the Taliban to become liberal
democrats. But there is equally little wisdom in pretending they
do not govern Afghanistan. The objective should therefore not
be to reward them or to isolate them indefinitely. It should be to
‘maximise the world's ability to influence what happens inside
Afghanistan while minimising the suffering of its people. The
Taliban have made lhcmsclves unavoidable. That does not
make them legitimate. It makes diplomacy necessary.

The Seven Streams

Afour-yearprogramme
becomesreformwhenthefourth
yearistaught differently from
thethird. A creditbankbecomes
flexibilitywhencreditsrecord
attainmentratherthan
attendance. Assessment
becomes meaningfulwhena
portfolioofwhatastudent has
builtorsolvedsitsbesidethe
markscard. Noneofthis
requiresfreshlegislation. It
requiresavicechancellorora
headofdepartmentdeciding
onitthissemesterratherthan
thenext

rom the ramparts of the Red Fort

onthe eightieth Independence Day,

the Prime Minister placed the young,

at the very centre of Viksit Bharat,
addressing them not as beneficiaries of a
national project but as the ones who must
co-create it. The Sapta Dhara he unveiled,
sevenstreams of strength named by analogy
with the Sapta Sindhu of our ancient
memory,asks this generation toaccomplish
infivetoseven years what several preceding
decades could not.

Manufacturing, agriculture, technology,
defence, the green and blue economy and
otir soft pmvcr will each be built by people

itting ina clas:
lhc call from the Red Fort was therefore,
whetherornot hesaid soin as many words,
acall to our universities.

It is a call they are not yet organised to
answer, and the reason has little to do with
the talent inside them. Iur a century we

knowledge, within which it placed even the
Vedas and their auxiliary sciences, and of
para vidya, the higher knowledge by
which the imperishable is attained. Our
tradition never discarded the first for the
second but held both within a single
conception of learning.

"Takshashila and Nalanda formed their
students rather than merely certified
them, and the societies around them
brought their questions to the gates. Such
a university is judged not by what its
graduates know after four years but by
whothey have become, and by whether
the world outside its walls is visibly
better for its presence.

What makes Sapta Dharasousefulto  The writeris

Caelelwatsons

-

p(’(’c/ ‘

Ilnm Ih-

e B

rather than for is a d

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MOD('S VISION

= INDIA@80 =
SAPTA DHARA

PATHWAYS TO A VIBRANT INDIA

enquiris

about becoming rather than about knowing,
It opens by recalling that education is that
which liberates, sa vidya ya vimuktaye. It
places problem solving above content
coverage; it recognises
expenemnl learning for
credit:it gjves Indian Kn 3
Systems (helr rightful place,
and through the Academic
Bankof Creditsitinsists that
attainment matters more
thanthe years spent attaining
it. Our institutions have
completed the structural
work of adopting all this.
which was the necessary

suchauniversity isthatit turnsanational ~ Member, Niti  first step. Conversion is the
aspiration into something an institution Aayog. The next, and it is a matter of
canactually hold inits hands. The seven views practice rather than of
streams are not seven sectors awaiting — expressedare  paperwork.

cmploucs They are seven fields of personal A four-year programme

asked ourunive

narrow, which was to certify. Knowledge
then was scarce, the university held what
almost nobody else held. and the du,ree

d work, and every one of them
has a local expression within a hundred
kilometres of almost any campus in this
country. A cluster of small manufacturers

becomes reform when the

fourth yearis taught differently
from the third. A credit bank becomes
fexibility when credits record attai

ratherthandelivery from
oneto the other.

It changes as well where a university
looks for knowledge. When the laboratory
becomes the community with the difficulty
rather than the room with the equipment,
students meet a civilizational inheritance
thatisliving rather than archived, in a farmer
reading his soil. a weaver holding a pattern
inmemory,atribal elder who knows a forest
the way no survey ever will.

A young person who learns to receive
that knowledge respectfully acquires what
no syllabus transmits, the habit of looking
at something unfinished, assuming it can
be completed, and then assuming that they
might be the one to complete it. Learning of
this kind is largely self-driven and peer
shared, though self-direction still needs a
compass and peer learning a mentor, and
holding that is the institution’s new and
more interesting work.

The timing is unusually kind to us. More
than four crore young Indians are enrolled
lodav and a generation moves through the

wasareceipt
Employers hired on it and the state
recruited on it, and the arrangement served
uswell enough. That scarcity hasnow ended.
Knowledge is abundant, retrievable in an
instant and very often free, and the
ifying function that once justified an
insututmn can no longer sustain one. What
looks like obsolescence is in truth arelease,
because it frees the university to resume a
far older purpose.
‘That purpose is not difficult to recall,
because it was always ours. The Mundaka
Upanishad spoke of apara vidya, the lower

I Viét Nam News [l

struggling| todesign.
Acropfailing undemch.mgmgmomoon
A watershed that no longer holds water. A
craft tradition that could carry our soft
power outward if only it found a market. A
department that adopts one such problem
and stays with it across successive cohorts
has internalized the framework far more
completely than an institution that merely
displays it on a banner.
Thei for doi

rather becomes
meaningful when a portfolio of what a
student has built or solved sits beside the
marks card.

None of this requires fresh legislation. It
requires a vice chancellor or a head of
department deciding on it this semester
rather than the next. It asks most of our
teachers, who become co-learners rather
[hAn uansnuuus,sm«,e transmission is now
performs better

in our hands, which is the most fortunate
circumstance of the moment. The National
Education Policy of 2020, read with attention

than we do.
‘That toois ahomecoming, for our tradition
always understood teaching as two people

st very four years, so a university that
be{.,ms this semester will send three full
cohortsintothe Sapta Dharaalready carrying
what it asks of them, comfortably within
the window named from the Red Fort.
Seven streams have been announced to
the nation, but streams do not begin on a
plain. They begin at a source, and for a
country that has asked its youth to carry it
10 2047, that source is the university. It has
been waiting a long while to be asked for
something this large. The asking has now
been done from the ramparts, and the
answering begins in the first classroom that
decides not to wait.

‘Development-creating’ enterprises needed to reach targets

Fadevelopment-enablingState creates

theinstitutions and environment for

development, development-creating

enterprises build technology, markets,
jobs, competitiveness and new growth
drivers for the economy.

What defines a development-creating
enterprise is not the size of its assets or
revenue, but its ability to create new
development capabilities whose impact
extends beyond the enterprise itself.

In my view, there are three key criteria
for identifying such an enterprise.

First, it must be willing to invest in
strategically important sectors that open
up new avenues lor development, rather

.mmw that

the economy’s overall competitiveness.

itself, but also help establish new industries.

between a mindset focused on exploiting
: 7 e

Third, it must de\'elop on thc basis of Y Ip

modern governance, 2 . fair I y. Whatdeserves  on shaping the future.

competition. yand compliz recognition is not that every investment The development history of many
iththelaw. Only th i decision has necessarily been successful, — countries shows that the most influential

be susnmablezmd command publictrust.

but the spirit of taking the p!ungc and

If we apply Lhe criteria Ior investingil p ating
b n capd furth
that T have just outlined, I country.
would say Vingroup is one of qm Tl led acertain

themost notable examples in
Viet Nam today.
What is noteworthy is not s el werw
simply that the group has
expanded into multiple sectors, but that
u has rcpcatLdlv choscn to mvcst ln

build

alreadyexist. It mustal

horizons and

p]u[forms. such as technology, skilled
workers, innovation ecosystems, supply
chainsor national brands, thus strengthening

a high degree of risk. If successtul and
validated by the market, such choices can
create value not just for the enterprise

Letters To The Editor | editor@thestatesman.com

Of protests

Sir, Is protest uniquely human? Not quite.
Natureis full of elementary dissent. A child
screams when denied a toy; a dog resists
the leash; birds mob a predator; monkeys
quarrel over hierarchy. Even plants, through
chemical signals and defensive responses,
can “protest” hostile conditions. Life resists
what threatens or frustratesit. Buthumans
have transformed this instinct into an
institution.

The child’s tantrum is perhaps the first
primitive strike: I refuse to accept this, The
schoolyard quarrel adds solidarity:student
agitation gives it a collective voice. Workers
discovered the power of the sit-in, strike
and picket. Socicties then elevated protest

instinct. Demonstrations, petitions,
parliamentary dissent, judicial challenges,
(.unsmutlunal pmlu.uum ‘md even UN

civilised C B softhe
same ancient impulse: resistance to an
unacceptable order.

Yetprotest has alsoevolved intospectacle,
disruption and sometimes violence. Its
worththereforelies not merely in its volume
but in what it seeks to change.

From the tantrum to the sit-in, from
Gandhi's spinning wheel to the resolutions
of the international community, protest is
perhaps civilisation’s way of saying - power
must never have the last word nor that it
has the sole prerogative to wisdom.

Yours, etc., R Narayanan,
Navi Mumbai, 15 August.

from spontaneous resistance intoa political Clear lesson
mstmm:nl The CJP made it count.
andhigaveit an e; ding Su- /\propm Quesuonol.lusune(l\uguﬂ
mom] vocabulary. d protest Gautam
el intodiscipli i A('

~ an attempt to defeat injustice without
becoming unjust oneself. The protester
today swears to a higher principleto which
all must submit.

not a clean chit. No trial was held, no
evidence tested, and the judge himself
questioned the unusual process by which
prosecutors dropped the case. To treat this

lised this

S ion would be mis} What

Moderndemocracy i

epaper.thestatesman.com

enterprises have often not followed paths
that had already been laid out. They may
have started in established sectors and
along@us[mg p.\th; butonce they reached

into areas where Viet Nam's private
sector previously had little presence
«» orhad yet to play aleading role. This
requires along-term vision, innovation
capacity and the courage to embrace
challenges - qualities that not every
enterprise is prepared to pursue.
Pioneers do not enter difficult fields
because they see fewer risks than others;
they do so because they see greater
long-term value. That is the difference

they began choosing
to tackle challenges that the market was
still hesitant to address. It is precisely in

new
and new growth drivers for the economy
can emerge. Toyota, Samsung and
TSMC, for example, each ventured into
fields in which few people at the time
believed they could succeed. Those
unconventi i i helped
transform the competitiveness of their
respective countries.

troubles me is not Adani’s fate but what
this episode reveals about how wealth and
powercan bend institutions, even in America.
When a billion dollar investment pledge
follows closely onthe heels of a prosecution
being abandoned. public trust in equal
justice takes a hit, regardless of what the
judge concluded.

For India, the lesson is clear. We cannot
afford a system where the powerful buy
their way out of accountability. The case is
closed in court, but the ions it raises

punishment on an entire batch of law
students came after about 450 students of
NALSAR objected to Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant attending their convocation as
chief guest ~ earlier, a remark by the CJ1
had become the trigger for the formation of
the Cockroach Janta Party, and another
comment onthestudents’ protests s iently
seemed to underline perceptions of the
Courts insensitivity.

The BCI is mdndaled to regulate legal
education degrees, supervise

about fairness, transparency, and the
relationship between money and influence
remain wide open.
We must demand stronger institutional
lmegmy at home so that |uqum is never
ing that
behind closed doors.
Yours, etc., K. Chidanand Kumar,
Bengaluru, 15 August.

Undermined

Sir, This refers to the front page report,
“BCl stepping into NALSAR ‘uncalled for’;
no punitive action against students: CJI"
(15 August). The BCI's attempt to impose
blanket restrictions and administer collective

SmtcBarColmulsmde\(rusedmlplmmf
jurisdiction over advocates. Its abortive bid
to curb the freedom of expression of young
citizens and cramp their ng,hl to di agme
with
them is a blatant misuse of i lla powers. The
attempt to silence budding advocates is
especially jarring in the aftermath of the
students’ protests ~ it shows an institution
that has not learnt any lessons from the
movement on the street.

The CJI's rebuke isn't enough. BCI
chairman Manan Kumar Mishra has
embarrassed himself and undermined the
institution he leads.

Yours, etc., S S Paul,
Nadia, 15 August.
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Who's a ‘dimaagiNaxal™?

nAuguslla
Prime
Minister
Narendra
‘\!odl placed an
unusual phraseat the

GOURAV  centreof publicdebate.
VALLABH  Armed Naxalism, he
said. hasbeen defeated,
but “mental Naxals" remain, searching
for “ways of violence and anarchy”
and trying to “drag society onto the
wrong path”. The provocation was
deliberate: having defeated the gun,
Indiamust confront theideas, incentives
and networks thatonce gave the gun
legitimacy.

This territorial victory is substantial.
A.June 2026 government factsheet
says that Left Wing Ex
affected 126 districts in 2014 and
only two in 2026; the number of
districts classified as most affected
fell from 35 to zero. These are not
sterile statistics.

centre, mobile tower or bank branch
can finally function without the
veto of an armed squad.

Yet that security victory does
not automatically produce an
intellectual victory. The geography
of violence can shrink even as the
psychology that excuses it migrates
to a few television studios, digital
pl forms and political thetoric
is in this context that the expression
dimaagi Naxal must be understood.

Before applying the expression,
however, an essential constitutional
boundary must be drawn. A dimaagi
Naxalis not a citizen who criticises
government policies, questions
economicgrowth, asks why growth
is not creating enough good jobs,
reports a government failure or
votes against the ruling party. Such
disagreement is democracy’s oxygen.

The expression must describe
conduct, not identity: a persistent
willingness to plucelor applause
above India’s sovereign interest: to
turn opposition to a government
into contempt for the country: to
provide intellectual, legal or financial
cover for violence; or to celebrate a
national setback because it embarrasses
apolitical rival. That line is crossed
when disagreement with the
government becomes an investment
in India’s failure.

such engagement does not, by itself,
imply guilt. In September 2024,
the Leader of the Opposition met
a group of US lawmakers that
included Representative lhan Omar.
Public concern arose because Omar
had earlier visited Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir on a Pakistan-sponsored
trip, an act that India formally
protested as a violation of its
sovereignty. The photograph itself
is not the issue. The legitimate
question 15 whether India’s posmun

Thist ary becomes cially
important when the dcbalc turns
to the economy. In July 2025, the
Leader of the Opposition described
India, the world’s fastest-growing
large economy, as a "dead economy™.
His concerns about employment,
MSMES, inequality, manufacturing
and the distribution of growth may
deserve debate, However, describing
the Indian economy as a “dead
economy” was neither economic
analysis nor responsible opposition.

That characterisation is difficult
to reconcile with the latest IMF
update, released in July 2026, which
projects India’s economy to grow
by 6.4 per centand describes India
asamong the fastest-growing major
economies. An economy growing
at 6.4 per cent may have structural
weaknesses. It can and must grow
faster, create more productive jobs
and distribute opportunity more
widely. but it cannot honestly be

d.its red lines d

and the content of a smsmve
engagement was made transparent.
Diplomatic courtesy cannot require
silence on territorial integrity.

Closely connected to such conduct
abroad s a third test: foreign money.
\0[ €very overseas gmnl is suspect.
ies, charities, media
organisations and think tanks
legitimately collaborate across
borders. However, money originating
from a foreign government that
contests India’s borders demands a
higher standard of disclosure, conflict
checks and accountability. An opinion
column should not substitute
allegations for adjudication. It should,
however, insist on a universal rule:
disclose the source, amount, purpose,
associated policy work and any
conflict of interest. That rule should
apply to every party, foundation,
publication and think tank, whether
ofthe Right, l/:tl ur&nmﬂtmrugut\’
is ! d when

called "dead”. A patriotic
says that India’s growth is insufficient
or uneven and offers a better model.
The dimaagi Naxal reflex says that
if myrival governs, India’s progress
itself must be denied.

‘That same distinction leads to a
second test: conduct abroad.
Democratic leaders will meet lorugn
legislators, critics

depends on whoreceives the m()n:)c

The fourth test, in turn, concerns
one’s relationship with development.
Opposinga particular mine, highway
dam, data centre or industrial project
doe: not make anyone anti-national.
ens may legitimately demand
environmental safeguards, fair

and protection against cronyism.
Development without due process
is not sustainable development.
Yet a different pattern emerges:
opposingevery expansion of national
capacity on shifting grounds;
romanticising the violence that kept
citizens beyond the reach of schools
and hospitals; manufacturing fear
without evidence; or converting the
genuine anxieties of young people
intoa permanent street veto against
constitutional institutions. Such
politics does not seek to improve
development. It treats depnvauon

Four questions provide a fair test.
Does the person accept constitutional
methods for political change? Do
they condemn violence, irrespective
of who commits it? Do they disclose
foreign financial and institutional
i And do they want India
to succeed even when a political
opponent receives the credit? If the
answers are yes, even the fiercest
critic is a democrat. If the answers
are repeatedly no, the concern is no
longer ordinary dissent. Viewed

these four questions, ‘dimaagi
vhen used precisely, ames

as political raw
as the loss of ideological territory.

Once this pattern is recognised,
how should a democracy respond?
Theanswerlies in disciplined public
scrutiny: facts to counter falsehood,
complete transparency in foreign
funding, firm enforcement against
violence and sabotage, and credible
pathways to education, skills,
enterprise and public service for
young people.

ufm‘mmag\mﬂ Indias constitutional
order and sovereign interest. We
mustisolate the anti-constitutional
method and defeat falsehood.
Ultimately, the nation is larger than
the ambitions of those who can rise
only by declaring India fallen.

(he writer isa professor at XLR{and a part-time
memberalhicBconomic Advsoy Counclothe
Prime Min
Vi peeml)

When the feed reaches the street first

PRAVIN KAUSHAL

very crowd has a first
message. Increasingly, it is
notshouted. Itis forwarded.
Count what six weeks have
produced. Inearly.July, aninvestigation
found roughly thirty paid Instagram
advertisements in India promoting
child sexual abuse material. On 29
July,a video from the Prime Minister's
Facebook page addressing students
on the paper leak was restricted for
several hours, and Meta's chief global
affairs officer flew to Delhitoapologise.
The next day. Hyderabad police
registered two FIRs naming Meta's
India head over morphed posts
targeting the Prime Minister, and
the Telangana government transferred
the officer who filed them. This past
fortnight, Malayalam news channels
have said close to twenty posts
critical of the Kerala Chief Minister
were restricted after legal requests
routed through the IT Rules.

Four episodes, two parties in
office, one structural fact. A ranking
system that no Indian institution
can inspect now decides what a
crowd believes before the state has
finished drafting a press release.

The anger behind this summer’s
agitation was genuine. A paper leak
is not manufactured outrage; it is
thetheft of years of work from young
people who did everything asked of
them. The right togather and demand
redress is aconstitutional guarantee,
and a healthy republic should expect
eruptions rather than fear them.

But between the grievance and
the street, a second machine went
to work, and it required no plot.
Recommendation systems maximise

Crossword | No.203555

attention, and a calibrated grievance
outperforms a calm explanation.
Footage of confrontation outperforms
footage of negotiation. A clip
engineered to humiliate an institution
travels further than the reasoned
complaint beneath it, not because
anyone chose that, but because the
system was told to find whatever
keeps a thumb from scrolling, and
it obeyed. A New Mexico court
found precisely this in August,
ruling that features built to optimise
engagement were themselves harmful.

The platform, in other words,
selects the most inflammatory
expression of a movement and
returns the anger to the people who
produced it as proof that the country
is on fire. And nothing follows. If a
newspaper prints a falsehood. a
correction comes within a day,
because editing has always carried
responsibility. A platform that
pushes a rumour to five million
phones carries no such obligation.
the time anyone responds,
content has already become
peopleonaroad. Correction, there,
is not a remedy but an epilogue.
And the state’s own answer remains
apress apparatus designed in 1919,
which cannot outrun a reel.

It would be comfortable to read
this as a foreign company against
an Indian government. Kerala makes
that impossible. Reporter TV and
rali News have both said posts
critical of the state government were
removed, with the platform citing
legal requests under the IT Rules.
The Leader of the Opposition says
his own statement questioning an
arrestdisappeared. The Chief Minister
says he knows nothing about it.

Separately. the Kerala High Court
recently ordered Meta to restore a
journalist's blocked account after
the state’s own counsel told the
court that police had ordered it.
Nobody imagines a Chief Mjmster
leh.ph(mmg Menlo Park. Th

casualty of a removal-maximising
regime is precisely the speech the
sovereignty argument claims to
protect: the protest, the criticism,
the inconvenient video. Kerala is
the preview. The workable 1IHL runs
between hosting and iticati

is narrower: which .mlhumy made
the request, under what standard?
We do not know. In Telangana, a

Congress government moved the
officer who acted against Meta. In
Kerala, a Congress government
stands accused of using the IT
Rules to have criticism taken down.
The apparatus has no politics of
its own. It serves whoever holds
the console. Those July advertisements
were not posts that slipped past a
filter but commercial placements,
processed through Meta's own
approval plpch.na monetised, and
delivered by its recommendati
engine to users the system judged
receptive. The detection stack that
scans what users post was not
dpplled with equal np,our to v.h.u

was paid to di

Retain immunity for content a
platform merely stores and transmits.
Withdraw it for content the platform
ranks into a feed, rec  or

with consent, tagged to a location.
Duringunrest, verified bulk messag
from the district administration:
curfew timings, route diversions,
corrections of specific false claims,
helpline numbers. WhatsApp where
there is connectivity and plain SMS
where there is not, which matters
most, because SMS survives the
shutdows ns the stateitselfimpose:
With from day one:

is paid to distribute. A fi

voluntary an absolute

is a choice, and the chooser should
answer for it. This is not an Indian
eccentricity. On 5 August, a federal
judge in California refused to block
astate law restricting personalised
feeds for minors, holding that ranking
algorithms are not protected expression:
the platform is not judging what is
interesting, it is running predictive
models on user history. An American
court, applving the First Amendment,
has just separated hosting from
amplification. India should write
that distinction into statute before
someone writes aworse one for us.
New Mexicos

The parh‘\memdry committee has
recommended withdrawing safe
harbour from non-compliant platforms,
and the government is examining
whether a company that decides
what is shown to whom can still
claim protection under Section 79.
Anaggregator that carries everything
is one thing; a system that ranks,
selects and sells placement is making
editorial choices, and those have
always carried liability here.

But theanswershould beascalpel,
notademolition. Strip safe harbour
wholesaleand platforms will delete
faster and earlier, removing anything
that might attract an FIR. The first

lesson. Its $942 million order is a
rounding error against Meta's earnings:
five years of supervised design
changes are not. Fines are budgeted.
Design mandates are not.

One intervention requires no
legislation and very little money.
Rumour spreads fastest where
verified information is absent. In
the first hours of unrest, people do
not know whether a curfew is in
force, whether a road is closed, or
whether the casualty figure on their
phoneis real. Anything travels into
that vacuum. District police should
be able to reach citizens directly.
Numbers collected at the beat level,

bar on political messaging, an
audited register, a fixed expiry on
retained numbers.

A calm, accurate message from
the local station, arriving before
the rumour does, is worth more
than any takedown order issued
afterwards. The committee asked
how these companies will ensure
the government's public order. They
cannot. and we should not want
themto. A platform powerful enough
toguarantee calm for one government
is powerful enough to withhold it
from the next. What a platform can
be required to do is stop being an
accelerant: stop selling distribution
to material it would be prosecuted
for hosting, and stop claiming the
immunity of a pipe while exercising
the discretion of an editor. And the
state should build the liability
regime it would be willing to hand
to a government it did not elect

real grievance at its centre too.
wml v\esnﬂ gettodecideis whether
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

“TAKA” in a letter that we print elsewhere,
asks us to correct statements about the issue of
one-rupee notes that we have made in our columns.
There is nothing to correct. Our correspondent’s
letter is based on a misreading of what we have
written. We have never suggested that the Currency
Commission has proposed the entire withdrawal
of thesilver rupee and its replacement by one-rupee
notes. But the Commission has recommended
that one-rupee notes shall be issued and unless
the money in circulation is to be increased each
rupee-note issued requires the withdrawal of a
silver rupee from circulation, and as no more
silver rupees are to be coined the supply will
gradually be reduced. That we believe tobe a bad
proposal not because the paper note is less worthy
of trust than the silver note—it will be of precisely
the same value and purchasing power— but
because a paper currency for small amounts is
unsuited to a people dressing as do the Indian
masses and living in conditions in which paper
is rapidly destroyed.

NewsItems

MIDDLESBROUGH PORT

AREA OF DOCKS TO BE
DOUBLED

(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.)
RUGBY.AUG.

A PROJECT is nearing maturity whereby the
area of the docks at Middlesbrough on the Tees
will be nearly doubled. The intended exten-sion
is designed to meet requirements of vessels for
the next 50 years.

CROWD OF 30,000

HOBBS RECEIVES
TERRIFIC OVATION

LONDON, AUG.

THERE were 30,000 persons present at the
Oval to-day.

The Prince of Wales, at his own request, lunched
with the team:

Hobbs was accorded a tornado of applause
when he readied his century. Then the first ball
of Gregory’s third over after lunch shattered his
wickets.

MINERS’ CHANGE OF
ATTITUDE

LEADERS TO
RE-OPEN
NEGOTIATIONS

LONDON, AUG.

THE miners’ delegates’ conference has authorised
the Executive to seek the re-opening of negotiations
with the coal-owners and the Government, and
toreport the result of the negotiations to a future

around itis.
and whether we have anything
faster than a rumour to offer the
people we are asking to stay calm.
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It has further resolved that all negotiations for
a settlement must be of a national character and
not by districts.

An official statement says that the decision to
seek a re-opening of negotiations was carried by
a card vote, 428,000 voting for and 360,000
against, representing the full membership of the
Federation.—Reuter.

NEW SAFETY 'PLANE

PRIVATE EXHIBITION
FOR TOURISTS

(FROM OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE.)
LONDON,AUG,

THE Australian Test team this week witnessed
a special private exhibition at Farnborough of
the new two-seater Cierva helicopter and the
latest model of the new safety ‘plane with slotted
wings, for the purpose of demonstrating the
efficiency of both. Practically an identical display
has been arranged for the visit of the Premiers
and delegates to the Imperial Conference.

The slotted wing ‘plane landed at a speed of
not more than thirty miles an hour.

It is expected that the new safety ‘plane will
revolutionise flying. At present its control is
somewhat imperfect, causing great strain on the
pilot, but it is anticipated that these difficulties
will shortly be overcome.
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Constantine’s Example for China

No political
party on earth
is as power-
ful, strong or
wise as the

Chinese Com-
munist Party,
S’.}‘é{g’u‘ according to
By Walter its spokespeo-
Russell Mead ple. But there
are cracks in
the facade.

Despite surging exports and
tech investment, China’s econ-
omy isn’t doing well, The Wall
Street Journal reported Mon-
day. The urban unemployment
rate has reached 5.2%. Prop-
erty investment, once an im-
portant driver of China’s eco-
nomic miracle, is down 19%
year on year as the real-estate
bubble continues to deflate. At
4.3%, economic growth has
fallen to levels last seen dur-
ing the pandemic.

The one bright spot in cur-
rent data points to more prob-
lems down the road. Exports
surged 23.9% in the 12 months
from July 2025, but that will
only heighten concerns about
“China Shock 2.0” that have
economies all over the world
contemplating draconian re-
strictions on Chinese trade.

1t is clear to many in China,
as it is to your Global View
columnist, that China’s major
problems today are the conse-
quences of Communist Party
initiatives gone tragically
wrong. Mao Zedong’s brutal
and misguided policies de-
layed China’s modernization
by 40 years. The ill-advised
one-child policy created a de-
mographic disaster. And the
government-orchestrated real-

estate bubble directed the sav-
ings of hundreds of millions of
ordinary Chinese into an un-
sustainable boom whose inevi-
table collapse left households
across the country seething as
their wealth melted away.

The full consequences of
state-driven manufacturing
overcapacity have yet to be
felt, but the early signs of an-
other deflationary shock, per-
haps as serious as the defla-
tion of the real-estate bubble,
are rippling through the econ-
omy. The cost in cynicism,
alienation and despair of the
moral hollowing out of a soci-
ety that requires constant
public praise for the party’s
wisdom even as people bear
the consequences of its blun-
ders is harder to measure. But
Xi Jinping and his colleagues
know these costs are real, and
they fear the fallout.

Communist rule seems se-
cure for now, but an increas-
ingly sophisticated and edu-
cated population is unlikely to
accept party tutelage forever.
And as change approaches,
China’s burgeoning Christian
population is likely to make it-
self felt.

The success of Christianity
in China may be the least re-
ported, most important story
of our time. When communist
rule opened with the expul-
sion of foreign missionaries,
the confiscation of church
properties and the persecu-
tion of Christian leaders,
China’s approximately 3.4 mil-
lion Christians composed less
than 1% of the country’s 540
million citizens. After 77
years of intervals of tolerance

alternating with intervals of
repression, official statistics
acknowledge 44 million regis-
tered Christians. These num-
bers are clearly too low. Inde-
pendent estimates vary but
range between 100 million
and 130 million, or between
7% and 9% of the population.
By comparison, the Commu-
nist Party claims a member-
ship of about 101 million. Ob-
servers close to the house-
church movement estimate

The Roman emperor
ended the persecution
of Christians. Will
Beijing follow suit?

that another 8% to 10% of the
population would soon affili-
ate with Christian churches if
government opposition to the
religion ended.

Those numbers compare to
the percentage of Christians in
the Roman Empire when the
Emperor Constantine ended
Rome’s persecution of the new
faith and offered freedom to
all religions. Rome’s shift from
persecuting Christians to
forming partnerships with
them helped stabilize a weak-
ened political order and
opened a new era in the em-
pire’s history.

That raises an interesting
question for China. As the le-
gitimacy of the communist
system frays, will an aspirant
for China’s leadership someday

Both from patriotism and a
concern for social stability,
many Chinese Christians
would be ready to meet a Chi-
nese Constantine halfway.

For now, the party seems
more likely to imitate the Em-
peror Diocletian, who
launched the greatest persecu-
tion of Christians in Roman
history, than the emperor who
ended it. After suppressing Ti-
betan Buddhists and Uyghur
and Hui Muslims, intensifying
the crackdown on Christianity
must seem to some in the
party like the logical next
step.

Previous episodes of perse-
cution have failed. If any-
thing, they have strengthened
the church ness in

BOOKSHELF | By Stephen Brumwell
King William’s
War in America

Empire and Frontier

By Samuel Marquis
Pegasus, 368 pages, $29.95

n November 1688 the absolutist and pro-Catholic king of

England was overthrown. James II was replaced by a his-

torical anomaly—the joint monarchy of his daughter Mary
Stuart and his Dutch son-in-law, William of Orange. William
had been urged to seize the throne by politically influential
English Protestants, and James chose to flee rather than
fight, making the eventual coup bloodless.

But the so-called Glorious Revolution had violent repercus-

sions on other fronts. As a Dutchman, William sought to
ize his new kingdom against his longtime enemy,

the face of state opposition
gives church leaders a legiti-
macy that compromised party
bosses can’t match. Should
social unrest continue to
grow as the party fails to
solve China’s domestic prob-
lems, Christian support could
look attractive for leaders at-
tempting to stabilize the
country.

Those wishing to lead
China after Mr. Xi will likely
need more wisdom than the
writings of Marx and Mao
contain, and they will need
more support than the ranks
of the party can offer. They
will have to turn somewhere
for help. Unlikely as it may
now seem, the path of Con-
stantine may prove the path of
least resistance for a new gen-
eration of Chinese leaders.

follow Constantine’s example
and seek Christian support?

William McGurn is away.

Bean Counting, Antisemitism and the EEOC

By Kenneth L. Marcus

he Equal Employment

Opportunity Commis-

sion is considering a
proposal to rescind require-
ments for large employers to
file annual head counts of
their workforce by race, sex
and ethnicity, regardless of
discrimination allegations. It's
a welcome change, and the
stated r ing behind the

graphic reports have become
substitutes for the harder
work of investigating actual
complaints. The commission’s
reasoning for the proposed
rule says as much. “Collecting
such data about employees”
race and sex—absent any spe-
cific allegation of discrimina-
tion—not only risks hindering
effective enforcement of equal
employment laws but also

proposal sheds light on the
original purpose of civil rights
enforcement.

Title VII of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act prohibits employ-
ers from discriminating on the
basis of religion, race, sex and
national origin. It authorizes
the EEOC to require compa-
nies to keep records and to
file reports relevant to enforc-
ing that law. The reporting re-
quirement for private compa-
nies went into effect in 1966.
But civil-rights law is meant
to guarantee equal treatment
to each person, not to push
employers toward race- or
sex-conscious decisions aimed
at hitting the right aggregate
numbers. An annual filing that
tallies every large employer’s
workforce by race and sex
nudges companies toward that
kind of statistical manage-
ment. Ending that require-
ment would help refocus the
law on protecting individuals.

Demographic numbers have
their uses. Aggregate data can
help identify broad trends and
inform how the commission
allocates its enforcement re-
sources. But no spreadsheet
can prove or disprove discrim-
ination. In most cases, demo-

Reports on workforce
demography not only
encourage quotas but
mask discrimination.

raises constitutional con-
cerns,” EEOC Chairman An-
drea Lucas said in a July press
release. Former EEOC attor-
ney Rachel Morrison reiter-
ated at an Aug. 11 hearing that
the collected data is “not ac-
tually necessary for EEOC to
enforce Title VII or fulfill its
mission.” Indivi ized inves-

have little or nothing to do
with Jewish identity, meaning
they are excluded from con-
versations about workplace
discrimination entirely, even
as antisemitic harassment has
surged. Worse, some of these
frameworks sort the world
into “oppressor” and “op-
pressed” and then give cre-
dence to the stereotype that
Jewish people have dispropor-
tionate power and privilege.
At Stanford University in
2021, Jewish employees were
sorted into a “whiteness ac-
countability” group as part of
the Counseling and Psycholog-
ical Services division’s inter-
nal DEI program. Meantime,
antisemitic displays at the
university went unaddressed.

Governments have long
used population records to
identify Jewish communities
for persecution, from Nazi
Germany’s use of existing cen-
sus and registry data to round
up Jewish residents, to centu-
ries of official lists that en-
abled discriminatory taxation

tigation, rather than annual
paperwork, is what uncovers
discrimination.

The rise of antisemitism in
the past several years has
shown how sorting people
into racial categories can go
wrong. Many employers and
institutions have leaned on
demographic frameworks to
drive diversity and inclusion
programs, sorting 1

and Ision. That history is
one reason Jewish groups are
often wary of demographic
cataloging by any government
office. Neither disappearing in
aggregate data nor being sin-
gled out by the numbers has
protected Jewish people from
discrimination. Only actual
enforcement, responding to
actual complaints, has done
that, The EEOC’s 2025 investi-

into broad categories of ad-
vantage and disadvantage.
Within this schema, Jewish
Americans are often folded
into racial categories that

gation into of anti-
semitism at Columbia Univer-
sity ended in a $21 million
settlement, the largest of its
kind in almost 20 years.

1 ran a federal civil-rights

office through two adminis-
trations, and I saw these dy-
namics firsthand. A civil
rights agency exists to protect
people when their rights are
violated, and that requires in-
vestigators who know what
discrimination actually looks
like today: resurgent stereo-
types about Jewish wealth,
power and loyalty; discrimina-
tion tied to religious obser-
vance; hostility over a Jewish
employee’s real or assumed
ties to Israel; retaliation
against anyone who objects.

None of that shows up in a
demographic report. If the
commission is going to do its
job well, it must invest in in-
dividualized  enforcement.
Ending the annual reports and
reallocating resources to in-
vestigating claims is an excel-
lent place to start.

The quality of civil rights
enforcement isn’t measured
by how much data the gov-
ernment collects but whether
people are protected from
discrimination when and
where it happens. For Jewish
Americans and for everyone
else Title VII is supposed to
cover, only one thing has ever
delivered on that promise: en-
forcement aimed at real com-
plaints. Now is the time to
change course. The commis-
sion must stop chasing quotas
and get back to protecting
citizens.

Mr. Marcus is CEO of the
Louis D. Brandeis Center for
‘Human Rights Under Law. He
served as assistant education
secretary for civil rights,
2003-04 and 2018-20.

Don’t Write Plymouth’s History by Ancestry

By Anastasia Boden
And Laura D’Agostino

illions visit Plymouth,
Mass., to see the
birthplace of Ameri-

can self-government. Yet today
the town decides who partici-
pates in that government
based on their ancestry.
Plymouth occupies a singu-
lar place in the American
story, with a rich history of the
Pilgrims, the Wampanoag peo-
ple and their complicated rela-
tionship. The town has chosen
to preserve that past by re-
serving two seats on its His-
torical Commission for Herring
Pond Wampanoag Tribe mem-
bers—a move that’s deeply
flawed and unconstitutional.
The government wants to
ensure that Native voices are
heard in decisions about the
town’s historic But

missible only in a narrow set
of circumstances, like remedy-
ing specific instances of gov-
ernment discrimination, and
that general appeals to diver-
sity or inclusion aren't enough.

Some might object that
tribal membership is a political,
not racial, classification. There
are circumstances in federal In-
dian law where that is true.

Who sits on the
historical commission
depends on bloodline.

14th Amendment’s Equal Pro-
tection Clause, they must do
so without regard to bloodline.

‘Take Iowa, which for nearly
40 years required all appoint-
ive boards and commissions—
from county library boards to
licensing bodies—to maintain
balance between the sexes.
Following a civil-rights law-
suit challenging the quota as
it applied to the state judicial
nominating committee, a fed-
eral court ruled in 2024 that
whatever justification may
have existed for the quota in
the 1980s no longer supported

eliminated racial set-asides
for its medical licensing
boards after litigation.

A pattern has emerged:
Once states are forced to take
a hard look at race- or sex-
based quotas, or any law
based on immutable character-
istics, many conclude they are
constitutionally indefensible—
and repeal them before the
courts do.

Plymouth’s rule suffers the
same constitutional flaw.
Imagine the town had instead
reserved two commission
seats for descendants of the
Public

Congress has constitutional au-
thority in its government-to-
government relationship with
federally recognized tribes.
But Plymouth isn’t Con-
gress, and a municipal histori-
cal ission isn’t admini

the Constitution subjects race
or ancestry quotas to an ex-
traordinarily high level of judi-
cial scrutiny. The Supreme
Court has repeatedly said
bloodline mandates are per-

tering federal Indian affairs.
When localities decide who
may serve on a public board,
they’re offering residents the
opportunity to participate in
local government. Under the

qualified

based solely on sex. The quota
discriminated against both
men and women (the plain-
tiffs in the case were a woman
and a man who would be ex-
cluded from the committee in
different years). It was still
discrimination.

Arkansas, Montana and
South Carolina voluntarily re-
pealed racial quotas for pub-
lic bodies after lawsuits based
on the Equal Protection
Clause. Tennessee in 2025

s
office can’t be conditioned on
bloodlines, whether they trace
to Plymouth Rock or to those
who were here before the Pil-
grims arrived.

Ms. Boden is director of
Constitutional Scholarship at
the Pacific Legal Foundation,
which has asked the Plymouth
board to repeal its rule. Ms.
D’Agostino is an attorney with
the foundation’s Equality and
Opportunity practice group.

Louis XIV of France. In 1689 William joined forces with Leo-

pold I, the Holy Roman Emperor, in a nine-year confrontation

with the French that would become known as the War of

the League of Augsburg. When hostilities spread across the

Atlantic, Englishmen in North America referred to the ensu-
ing conflagration as King Wil-
liam’s War.

In “Empire and Frontier,”
Samuel Marquis focuses on the
conflict’s tumultuous conse-
quences for England’s colony
of New York, and for its north-
~ ern neighbors, the Five Nations

of the Iroquois, or Haudeno-
saunee. Ranged across what

is now upstate New York, the
Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas,
Cayugas and Senecas had
recently forged a “covenant
chain” of alliance with several
English colonies. This defensive
union was intended to counter a
shared threat posed by the hostile French colonial territory of
New France, particularly the region north of the English-held
colonies, in what is now the Canadian province of Quebec.

Covering more than a decade of warfare and diplomacy,
Mr. Marquis, a writer whose previous books include “Captain
Kidd” (2025), combines a brisk narrative style with thought-
ful analysis to offer a well-crafted account of complex events.
Alongside vivid descriptions of political upheaval and brutal
backwoods combat, “Empire and Frontier” contains compel-
ling studies of figures such as Jacob Leisler, a German-born
merchant whose eager assumption of authority in New York
on behalf of King William in 1689 fueled violent factionalism
that ultimately led to accusations of tyranny and his arrest
and execution for treason.

“Empire and Frontier” highlights a remarkable trio of
characters: Lawrence, a Mohawk war leader now known
only by his English name; Hilletie van Olinda, a Mohawk-
Dutch interpreter whose linguistic skills were employed
in crucial negotiations; and Peter Schuyler, the mayor
of Albany, later the state capital of New York. Schuyler
emerges as a born leader and wily diplomat with a rare
gift for straddling different cultures.

Albany, like New York City, originated in the colony of New
Netherland. After the English took control of the colony in
1664, Dutch influence endured in the upper Hudson Valley,
reflected in the colonists’ attitudes toward the region’s indig-
enous population. While Mr. Marquis acknowledges that the
Dutch were “aggressive mercantilists with a nose for profit,”
he contrasts their trade-driven but fair-minded approach
toward Native American peoples with the “bellicose and
imperialistic English, French, and Spanish.” Mr. Marquis
argues that Schuyler’s willingness to understand the Iroquois
and to “sympathize with them as human beings” helped to
sustain the alliance.

d t M Pl R
! FRONTRD

The Five Nations of the Iroquois allied
with several English colonies. The threat
was hostile French territory to the north.

The role of the Five Nations as English allies was compli-
cated because some Mohawks had already gravitated to Cath-
olic missions in New France and supported the French. But
for all their diverging allegiances, tribal relatives remained
reluctant to kill one another. This was evident in the conflict’s
first significant clash in February of 1690. A war party of
French soldiers and bushfighters was joined by 80 Laurentian
Mohawks and set out from Montreal to destroy the New York
settlement of Schenectady, more than 200 miles away. Doz-
ens of men, women and children died in the surprise attack,
but, respecting kinship ties, the attacking Mohawks spared all
save one of the 30 pro-English Mohawks inside the stockade.

That clemency was reciprocated when the retreating raid-
ers were caught by determined Mohawk forces led by Law-
rence, north of Lake Champlain. While French soldiers were
killed and scalped as they floundered in the snow, their Iro-
quois auxiliaries were allowed to go free.

ing to the forces raised in
New York and New England staged an invasion of New France
in the following summer. Gen. Fitz-John Winthrop of Con-
necticut led an overland attack, while a Boston fleet was
commanded by William Phips. Winthrop made little headway,
but Phips—an adventurer whom Mr. Marquis describes as
“one of the more colorful and rascally figures of the era”—
reached his objective, the city of Quebec. There he was sty-
mied by the formidable governor-general of New France, the
Comte de Frontenac, along with bad weather and smallpox.
Of the expedition’s 2,300 soldiers and sailors, 900 succumbed
to wounds, illness or shipwreck.

In 1691 Schuyler distinguished himself during another
bloody incursion into French territory. But Frontenac
unleashed devastating raids against the Mohawks in 1693,
and three years later torched Onondaga and Oneida vil-
lages. Long before hostilities were officially ended by the
Treaty of Ryswick in 1697, the Iroquois wanted peace with
the French. Not even Schuyler, who was trusted by the Iro-
quois, or van Olinda, the translator, who had often helped
bridge cultural divides, could hold Iroquois leaders to the
old alliance. In the “grand settlement” of 1701, the disillu-
sioned Five Nations negotiated treaties with the French and
English alike, enacting a policy of wary neutrality that kept
them out of subsequent Anglo-French conflicts.

As Mr. Marquis makes clear, war remained an immutable
fact of Iroquois life. While now eschewing the imperial
strife of European colonists, the Five Nations waged their
own “mourning wars” against the Catawbas and Cherokees
of the south. Iroquois raiders continued to follow the
“warriors’ path” through Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley,
seeking prestige as well as captives who could be adopted
to replenish their depleted communities, or tormented to
death to avenge the slain.

Mr. Brumwell is the author of “Turncoat: Benedict Arnold and
the Crisis of American Liberty.”
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Trump Romances Kim Jong Un Again

resident Trump is nothing if not impul-
sive, and his latest brainstorm is to re-
kindle his courtship of North Korean
dictator Kim Jong Un. He an-
nounced Sunday evening on—

He weakens deterrence

is wondering about U.S. staying power.

On that note, Mr. Trump might be trying to
change the subject from the stalemate with Iran
over the Strait of Hormuz. Or
he might be trying to appease

where else?—social media Ly limiting U.S. mili! Mr. Kim at a moment when
that he had ordered the Penta- Y t 8 U_S tary U.S. weapons stocks and de-
gon to “substantially reduce” exercises with Seoul. ployments are stretched. The
U.S. military exercises with —— U.S. is currently moving its

South Korea that were set to
begin on Monday.

Mr. Trump cited his “very good relationship”
with Mr. Kim, adding that military exercises
“send a signal that is totally inappropriate and
hostile, to a Country that, as long as Donald J.
Trump has been President, has been unthreat-
ening and respectful.”

To the contrary, pulling back from the exer-
cises sends a message of weakening deterrence
and readiness against a regime that has a his-
tory of threats and aggression against the South.
The North had protested, as usual, ahead of the
routine exercises, and Mr. Trump’s order is an
act of appeasement toward Mr. Kim.

The U.S. President also took a shot at South
Korea for not helping the U.S. with the “Denucle-
arization of the Islamic Republic of Iran.” The im-
plication is that Mr. Trump is willing to reduce
U.S. deterrence in the Korean Peninsula out of
pique because Seoul isn’t helping in the Strait of
Hormuz. This is the same South Korea that De-
fense Secretary Pete Hegseth praised in May for
its “pragmatism and leadership” in raising its de-
fense spending to 3.5% of GDP.

This will reinforce the growing belief in Asia
and Europe that the U.S. is becoming an unreli-
able ally. It may also increase the calls in the
South for Seoul to develop its own nuclear de-
terrent to counter the growing nuclear arsenal
in North Korea. Mr. Trump may not mean for
any of this to happen, but in the wake of Mr.
Trump’s uncertain trumpet on Iran, the world

last aircraft carrier task force
out of the western Pacific to relieve the USS
Abraham Lincoln that is coming home after an
extended deployment.

China is happy to see the USS George Wash-
ington leave the Pacific, as it seeks to persuade
countries in the region that they can’t count on
the U.S. for defense. China may not use this op-
portunity to move against Taiwan, but it has
been ratcheting up its aggressive moves against
Taiwan, Japan and the Philippines in the East
and South China Seas.

In his first term Mr. Trump also called off
U.S.-South Korean military exercises in an at-
tempt to persuade Mr. Kim to give up his nu-
clear weapons program. To no avail. The U.S.
President still covets a peace accord with the
North, and with only two years left in his sec-
ond term, who knows what he might be willing
to do to get it?

Don’t rule out a unilateral decision by Mr.
Trump to reduce U.S. forces now stationed in
South Korea. In anticipation, the House defense
authorization bill bars the President from
spending money on reducing U.S. troops in Ko-
rea below the current 28,500.

Frustrated by his decline in the polls, and the
lack of a clear victory against Iran, Mr. Trump
is likely to become even more volatile in his for-
eign-policy moves. Without the late Lindsey
Graham to warn him away from bad decisions,
will other Republicans in Congress and inside
the Administration speak up?

Woke 2 Was Craaazy, Says the Judge

0 universities have anything to fear

from antisemitism on campus? Bad

publicity, sure. But heavy-duty legal
and financial consequences
from the government? Thurs-
day’s dismissal of the Trump
Administration’s antisemitism
lawsuit against Harvard sug-
gests that such cc e

Harvard beats Trump’s
antisemitism suit, but
not on inspiring grounds.

there can be no enforcement or consequences.
Harvard isn’t compelled to make meaningful re-
forms. It might as well brush the antisemitism
aside with the Alexandria Oca-
sio-Cortez nondefense of pre-
vious political views: Woke 2 in
2023-24, like 2020’s Woke 1,
“was craaazy.”

The Trump Administration

will be rare. Expect fewer set-
tlements and less change.

Federal Judge Richard G. Stearns isn’t blind
to what happened at Harvard after the Hamas
massacre of Jews on Oct. 7, 2023. In August
2024 he rejected a motion to dismiss a private
suit against Harvard, writing, “the facts as pled
show that Harvard failed its Jewish students.”
Harvard’s response to their harassment was “at
best, indecisive, vacillating.” Its public state-
ments “proved hollow when it came to taking
disciplinary measures against offending stu-
dents and faculty.”

Exactly right. Yet now Judge Stearns finds
no reason to “further rehearse” Harvard’s two
years of likely noncompliance with Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act, which bans discrimination
based on race, color and national origin in pro-
grams that receive federal funding.

Since the government alleged only a few
later incidents, and none after Harvard was for-
mally advised of its failure to comply, the judge
dismissed the case for insufficient evidence
“that any institutionalized noncompliance with
Title VI persists at Harvard to this day.”

In other words, Harvard may have violated its
students’ civil rights, but since there has been
less of it after the Trump team threatened action,

shouldn’t have to, but it could
have shown the problem at Harvard has per-
sisted: 170 faculty and staff reported in July that
Jewish students hid their identities this past ac-
ademic year, covering up Stars of David, yarmul-
kes and signs on their résumés.

There’s nothing in the statute that says a
change of this nature—which may prove tempo-
rary—is enough to wipe Harvard’s slate clean.
The ruling could be vulnerable on appeal, but
even if successful, the Trump Administration
will likely end before a final decision is reached.
This may have been Harvard’s bet.

Columbia settled a year ago and had to pay
up and accept federal oversight. By fighting,
Harvard now avoids both, though other lawsuits
are outstanding. Guess which example U.S. uni-
versities will now seek to follow?

President Trump has feuded with Harvard,
but the allegations of deliberate indifference to
proxy discrimination against Jewish students
stand on their own—across the country. UC
Berkeley had club bylaws that excluded “Zionist”
speakers. UCLA had checkpoints where protest-
ers kept “Zionists” out of parts of campus.

Will a little quiet now stave off enforcement
of the law? The public that funds all these col-
leges, one way or another, shouldn’t forget.

A Senate Food Fight on Welfare Waste

summer recess like a college senior pull-

ing an all-nighter on term papers as-
signed long ago: from govern-
ment funding to confirming
nominees. But after the farm
bill flopped in committee, it’s
worth warning the GOP not to
compromise last year’s victory
to reform food stamps.

The feds traditionally pay 100% of benefit
costs for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), and states have little incentive
to be good stewards of “free” money. Roughly
20 states last year had improper payments north
of 10%. The GOP’s One Big Beautiful Bill will soon
force states with error rates above 6% to cover
some of the benefits tab. Those with good man-
agement will keep paying nothing.

Yet Democrats are howling about the inhu-
manity, and even some red states don’t want to
put up extra money. “I will NOT support a Farm
Bill that does not at least provide more time for
states and counties to prepare to shoulder the
cost of SNAP” Sen. Chuck Schumer recently
said. The farm bill failed this month at the Sen-
ate Agriculture Committee in a 10-11 vote, with
a pair of Republican absences.

Democrats demanded a two-year delay of this
state accountability for improper SNAP pay-
ments, but their real goal is to push it off indefi-
nitely. The Senate GOP’s farm bill draft offered
aone-year reprieve. All of the Agriculture Com-
mittee’s Democrats voted it down. Sen. Amy
Klobuchar, the ranking member from Minnesota,
argues the cost-sharing provision has perverse
incentives, and she has a point.

Republicans in their original bill gave states
with especially high error rates, 13.3% or more,

T he Senate finished its business before

Democrats want to delay
state accountability for
improper payments.

extra time to comply, a sop to win over Alaska
Senators and pass the bill. (Alaska’s error rate
in 2025: 23.15%.) This means states could benefit
by doing a worse job managing
SNAP, if sneaking over the
13.3% error threshold lets them
delay accountability and avoid
millions in costs.

Yet the answer is to fix that
bad provision, not punt the
entire project. The Foundation for Government
Accountability projects a one-year postpone-
ment could cost $5.7 billion to $7.5 billion. More
important, spendthrift states would read a de-
lay as evidence that the policy will never be al-
lowed to take effect.

The House farm bill doesn’t include a similar
delay, and the risk is that Republicans accede
to Democratic demands to push through a farm
bill. Not worth it. The best path after the Senate
bill’s committee failure, on both the merits and
the politics, is to hold firm on the original 2028
effective date.

Democrats and their media allies have al-
ready called Republicans heartless for touching
food stamps at all. But Democrats aren’t reliti-
gating GOP work requirements for food stamps,
and perhaps that’s because they’re popular. So
is asking states to have skin in the game in the
country’s vast welfare state.

The SNAP program long ago kicked free from
its intended purpose of providing temporary
grocery help in hard times. Budget analysts
Matthew Dickerson and Bryan Riley note that
the roughly $100 billion in annual outlays is $25
billion above what the Congressional Budget
Office baseline predicted in 2021. If Democrats
really want to defend a blank check forever for
improper payments, let them.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Universities Should Prove They’re Playing Fair

Regarding your editorial “The New
College Race Preferences” (Aug. 11):
The Justice Department’s finding that
Duke Law continues to discriminate—
evidenced by higher scores among re-
jected applicants from some racial or
ethnic groups than among accepted
applicants from others—isn’t unique
to one elite law school.

My organization, Do No Harm, sub-
mitted public-records requests to all
94 public medical schools seeking
post-Students for Fair Admissions
data on race, GPA, MCAT scores and
admission decisions. Most schools ei-
ther didn’t respond, stonewalled the
request or demanded excessive fees
to process the request. Among the 23
schools that responded by the time
we published our findings, 13 showed
that the average MCAT score of re-
Jjected Asian or white applicants ex-

ceeded the average MCAT score of ac-
cepted black applicants. That is the
same evidentiary pattern the Justice
Department cited against Duke.

Given the results from the minority
of medical schools that fulfilled our
data request, it is reasonable to sus-
pect that racial discrimination in
medical-school admissions remains
widespread.

The administration should be ap-
plauded for holding Duke accountable
to Title VI's Students for Fair Admis-
sions’ prohibitions on race-conscious
admissions. Fighting discrimination
at scale will require that colleges pub-
lish admissions data and bring trans-
parency to a process that still appears
to treat applicants differently by race.

Ian KINGSBURY
Do No Harm
Marblehead, Mass.

Social Security Needs More Than the Old Menu

Joseph Sternberg is right that Con-
gress is finally talking about Social Se-
curity’s problems, but a panel of experts
isn’t going to fix anything by itself (“Is
Congress About to Reform Social Secu-
rity?,” Political Economics, Aug. 14).
We've heard the same list of solutions
for decades—cut benefits for the better-
off, raise the retirement age, raise taxes
or cut benefits across the board.

Some of those ideas may still have to
be part of any final deal. But they don’t
get at the real structural problem.

For more than 50 years I have au-
dited pension plans, designed retire-
ment plans, managed and invested
pension assets, and reported to plan
beneficiaries. Private retirement plans
operate under strict controls, indepen-
dence standards, modern investment
management theory and a clear sepa-
ration of trust assets from the assets
of the plan sponsor. None of those
protections apply to Social Security.

The so-called trust fund has never
been a real trust. Its money has been
lent to the Treasury for years at be-
low-market rates. That practice needs
to end. The fund should be separated
from the general budget, placed under
independent trustees and invested the
way private pension funds are in-
vested—with a sensible mix of stocks
and bonds.

In addition, the federal government
should make an annual contribution,
calculated by actuaries, designed to
put the system on a clear path to sol-
vency by a specific future date. This is
no different than what corporate re-
tirement sponsors do to meet their
obligations.

Congress should look at these
ideas before defaulting to the same
old menu of tax increases and bene-
fit cuts.

JOHN A. CRONE
Humble, Texas

When Environmental Law Becomes Advocacy

Jordan Diamond and I agree on
one thing: politicizing judicial edu-
cation harms the courts (“The Envi-
ronmental Law Institute’s Defense,”
Letters, Aug. 11). We disagree on
who’s responsible. Ms. Diamond
portrays ELI’s Climate Judiciary
Project (CJP) as a neutral provider
of “evidence-based judicial educa-
tion about climate science.” The re-
cord says otherwise.

Michael Burger is of counsel at
Sher Edling, which represents state
and local governments suing fossil-
fuel companies over climate change.
Mr. Burger’s writings on “attribution
science,” a theory central to those
cases, are cited as neutral scientific
authority throughout CJP’s modules
and have been assigned as supple-
mental reading to judges attending
its trainings. His work anchored the
controversial climate chapter of the
Federal Judicial Center’s recent Ref-
erence Manual on Scientific Evidence,
which has since been withdrawn.

Al Helped Me Find My Voice

I read with great interest “Crime
Author Calls Out Claims He Used Al
to Write His Novel” (Business & Fi-
nance, Aug. 5) about Jerry Falade
and the collapse of his publishing
deal after his literary agent con-
cluded that artificial intelligence had
been used in the creation of his man-
uscript. The larger issue isn’t Mr.
Falade. It is whether society can dis-
tinguish between Al as a creative
substitute and Al as a creative tool.

Artificial intelligence is becoming
part of the writing process. It can as-
sist with spelling, grammar, organiza-
tion and fact-checking, but none of
those functions creates original ideas,
compelling characters or a meaningful
story. Those remain the work of the
author.

I question whether literary agents
should decide what constitutes ac-
ceptable authorship. Readers are fully
capable of determining for them-
selves whether a work has value. The
marketplace has always been the ulti-
mate judge of literature, and I see no
reason that should change simply be-
cause a new tool has emerged.

For me, Al is more than a conve-
nience—it is an accessibility technol-
ogy. Because I am visually impaired, I
dictate my thoughts, have Al convert
them into written text, and then listen
as it reads my words back so I can re-
vise and edit. Every idea, every char-
acter and every story remains my
own. Al simply allows me to express
them. If using Al in that way means
my work is no longer considered my
own, then we have confused author-
ship with the mechanics of writing.

This letter was written in collabo-
ration with ChatGPT.

Tvorny T. WuL
Reno, Nev.

Letters intended for publication should

iled to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please

ity, state and telephone

All letters are subject to

editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

Mr. Burger isn’t alone. CJP expert
Michael Wehner sent a nonpublic
draft of his attribution module to
Roger Worthington, who represents
an Oregon county in a $51 billion
climate suit.

Ms. Diamond’s defense of ELI's
China programming ignores its
willingness to platform senior Chi-
nese judges promoting the Commu-
nist Party’s carbon strategy and
the organization’s long collabora-
tion with CCP-aligned law firms
detailed in the recent State Armor
report.

CJP’s materials contain no com-
parable engagement with the schol-
arship of experts defending energy
companies in climate cases. A pro-
file of the CJP’s training sessions
describes them as places where
judges can “discuss topics openly
without maintaining the neutrality
required in court.” If Ms. Diamond
is concerned with judicial impartial-
ity, scrutinizing her own organiza-
tion’s slanted curriculum is a good
place to start.

MicHAEL ToTH
Austin, Texas

Socialism’s Roots Go Deeper

Kimberlee Josephson’s “How Col-
leges Produce Socialists” (op-ed, Aug.
15) is only partially right—the roots
g0 deeper.

When I was growing up, we had
winners and losers. Now everyone
gets a trophy. If I wanted money to
see a movie, my father would say, “Get
a job.” Today’s kids get an allowance,
and for what? Making their bed,
cleaning their room, mowing the
lawn? 1 did all of that for free, and if I
didn’t, I was in trouble.

Then comes college. At $50,000 a
year in tuition, students are customers,
and the customer is always right. After
years of this soft life, these young
adults run into the real world, and the
real world isn’t easy. Socialism is a way
for them to continue the lifestyle
they’ve known their whole life.

JonN PauL Maye
Great Falls, Va.

Pepper ...
And Salt
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OPINION

3 Vaccines
Are Better
Than 1

By Michael Segal

n the early days of the Trump ad-

ministration, [ was asked

whether I wanted to be part of its
health team. I worried there might be
pressure to be antivaccine, so I sent
my contact my 2019 Journal op-ed,
“The Complicated Truth About Vac-
cines,” supporting vaccination for
measles. I never heard from the ad-
ministration again, seemingly con-
firming my concerns.

Now President Trump has adopted
my approach of focusing in a sensible
way on vaccine-induced inflamma-
tion. An Aug. 10 executive order calls
for splitting the MMR vaccine into
separate measles, mumps and rubella
shots to reduce peak inflammation.

As I explained in 2019, many of
the children who had seizures and
neurological deterioration after vac-
cination had variants in the SCNIA
gene. Although vaccination triggered
the deterioration, the same would
have happened anyway after inflam-
mation from other causes such as
colds or measles itself. I suggested
that the best approach was to con-
tinue to vaccinate but find ways to
reduce unnecessary inflammation,
particularly in susceptible children.

The scientific case for
Trump’s plan to separate
MMR into separate shots.

Trump’s Iran War Gordian Knot

By Ludovic Hood

ore than 2,300 years

after Alexander the

Great is said to have

confronted the Gordian

Knot while pursuing
the Persian Empire, President Trump
and his administration face their
own conundrum in Iran. Mr. Trump
is caught between political con-
straints that prevent using adequate
military force to change Tehran’s be-
havior and a defiant regime willing
to risk severe economic pain to re-
buff Washington’s demands.

The White House seems to have
settled on a campaign of economic
pressure, a pause of sorts until after
the Nov. 3 U.S. midterm elections or
the new year. The risk is that such a
containment policy could ossify into
a stalemate that the regime will
claim as a win. After defying Amer-
ica’s dictates, Tehran would end up
with de facto control of the Strait of
Hormuz and its axis of resistance,
while diminished, still potent in the
Shiite Crescent.

Slicing through this Gordian Knot
and arriving at a satisfactory out-
come, namely a subdued or new gov-
ernment in Tehran, depends on two
lines of effort: waging economic
warfare against the regime’s revenue
sources and rallying partners to un-
dermine Iran and its proxy network
in the region. Mr. Trump should give
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
and Secretary of State Marco Rubio
ablank check to strangle the Iranian
economy—above all, sources of Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
funding—and to launch a focused
dipl ic effort. This effort would

Splitting MMR would help, but the
success of the proposal will depend
on the details of its implementation.
One issue with the plan is that some
parents won't bring their children
back for the extra shots. The execu-
tive order anticipates this, “guaran-
teeing continued availability of com-
bination vaccines.” Improving the
convenience of getting shots would
help. Vaccination records have been
largely centralized and computerized,
making it possible for local pharma-
cies to give shots. In some states, this
would require regulatory changes for
shots at the youngest ages.

Doctors can help with the transi-
tion to separate shots: When parents
asked me about vaccinating their
kids, I found that the most convinc-
ing response was to tell them that I
got all the recommended shots for
my three kids. Now I'd tell them that
I'd separate the MMR into three
shots. Similarly, I advise people who
are planning to get flu and Covid
boosters to get the shots a week
apart, not on the same day as the
pharmacies cheerfully suggest.

Another objection is that it would
take five to 10 years to approve sepa-
rate measles, mumps and rubella
shots. That is bureaucratic thinking.
‘We already give a shot with the three
components mixed together and no
adjuvant ingredient to boost immune
response, so we shouldn’t need a
yearslong clinical trial to separate
them. The opposition to this change
is especially odd in light of what was
done for the later Covid shots, when
human trials were deemed unneces-
sary for small sequence changes,
which is a far riskier proposition
than splitting the MMR.

Another issue is the claims by the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention that the seizures triggered
by the MMR have no “long-term
harm.” That isn’t true for children
with SCNIA variants, and the same
applies for variants in SCN1B, PMPCB
and GCDH genes. While it is un-
proven that reducing the peak in-

tion will make a difference in
the face of multiple triggers of un-
avoidable childhood illnesses, it also
isn’t proven that it won’t. An “abun-
dance of caution” option would help
build public trust in vaccination.

The Trump administration plan to
offer both combination and separate
shots is a sensible one that fits with
the science. It builds trust by ad-
dressing concern about unnecessary
inflammation. To succeed, it needs
enough public support to overcome
resistance to change from states and
drug companies.

Dr. Segal is a neurologist and
neuroscientist.

be backed by judicious use of force,
leveraging regional allies’ capabili-
ties to kneecap pro-Iran militias in
Iraq, the Houthis in Yemen and Hez-
bollah in Lebanon.

Iran’s divided leadership is al-
ready on the back foot internally
and regionally. The Trump adminis-

The Kharg oil terminal, March 12, 2017.

tration can damage the regime in
both theaters and hasten its demise.
Domestically, four popular uprisings
since 2018—including nationwide
protests this year—illustrate the
Iranian people’s discontent with
dire economic conditions brought
on by the policies of a doctrinaire,
venal and inept regime. The already
frail economy is reeling from an es-
timated $270 billion in damage to
infrastructure from U.S. and Israeli
airstrikes—equivalent to about 60%
of Iran’s annual output.

0il exports have fallen by more
than 70% since the onset of the U.S.
Navy’s blockade of Iranian ports. In
the past two months, actions by the
Treasury Department have further
squeezed Tehran’s access to revenue
from oil sales and from illicit finan-
cial networks. Mr. Trump should let
Mr. Bessent turn up the economic
pressure on China and other coun-
tries providing support to Tehran.

In addition to new sanctions
against Iranian actors and third-
party enablers of illicit transactions,
the Treasury, State and Justice de-
partments should vigorously enforce
existing sanctions, including by go-

ing after shadow intermediaries and
transshipment hubs, whether based
in Shanghai, Singapore or Dubai.
Sustained economic pressure will
exacerbate inflation, capital flight
and the banking crisis in Iran. The
regime’s grip on power will almost
certainly slip as the economy buck-
les under this campaign.

‘What would Alexander the
Great do? Deprive Tehran
of oil revenue and rally
allies against the regime.

Iran’s regional proxy apparatus
has been badly mauled in the series
of conflicts precipitated by Hamas’s
October 2023 attack on Israel, by the
fall of the Assad regime in Syria in
late 2024, and by American and Is-
raeli airstrikes in the past six
months. New governments in Beirut
and Baghdad have shown a willing-
ness, albeit tentative, to rein in Iran-
backed militant groups.

Much work remains to degrade

Iran’s ability to unleash proxies to at-
tack America’s Gulf allies, Israel or
U.S. interests elsewhere—as well as
its ability to dictate political develop-
ments in Beirut and Baghdad. Presi-
dent Trump should empower Mr. Ru-
bio to enlist Arab allies in a
campaign to weaken Iran and its re-
gional proxies.

Leaders in Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates and Qatar—all
economic and strategic partners of
the U.S.—know that Iran crossed a
Rubicon with its missile and drone
attacks on their capitals and infra-
structure. They and other Arab gov-
ernments, though threatened by
Iran, appear incapable of projecting
unity or conviction. U.S. diplomatic

£ engagement can reassure and galva-

nize our regional allies.

A campaign led by Mr. Rubio can
bolster efforts to degrade Iran-
backed militias in the region. Ameri-
can-led diplomacy can help resolve
differences between Abu Dhabi and
Riyadh over Yemen and the Houthis.
It can facilitate Gulf allies’ respective
roles in strengthening new govern-
ments in Baghdad and Beirut as they
put pressure on Iran-backed groups
and improve overall governance.

Political and other domestic con-
straints have hobbled American
presidents’ willingness to commit
the military force necessary to
achieve their objectives for the past
35 years. The Trump administration
is no different: The president is un-
likely to commit to a sustained
bombing campaign, let alone boots
on the ground. Fortunately, Mr.
Trump—Tlike Alexander the Great in
333 B. has a way forward, one re-
quiring patience and coalition-build-
ing, reinforced by military threats
and actions.

Mr. Hood is a senior fellow at
Hudson Institute’s Center for Peace
and Security in the Middle East and
a former U.S. diplomat with multiple
postings in the Persian Gulf.

How to Cure What Ails American Capitalism

Column writing is
always a joy but
never more so than
when it becomes a
conversation. It's in-
vigorating to receive
responses to my

1[&?138?(}!2 weekly  musings,
- even those (very
gl‘;kit:m"d few) composed with
such intensity that I

can almost
flecks of spittle on the screen.

Journal readers are wise, idealis-
tic and knowledgeable and almost
invariably have insights that con-
tribute more to any subject than I
can. So this week I feel obliged to do
something unusual: use the last col-
umn before a summer break to re-
spond to the avalanche of comments
generated by my thoughts last week
on the state of American capitalism.

Almost everyone agrees that so-
cialism is always and everywhere a
disaster. Perhaps somewhat unex-
pectedly from the readers of these
pages, though, the vast majority of
my correspondents also agreed that
American capitalism is malfunction-
ing, that instead of free-market eco-
nomics modulated by necessary and
limited government intervention, we
have an economy overly dominated
by big companies, exercising and
augmenting their power in ways not
always consistent with the competi-
tive principles that maximize effi-
ciency, and increasingly exploiting a
cozy relationship with government
for their own benefit. In short, too
much crony capitalism.

What’s more, most agreed that
these market distortions are the
main reason for rising public dissat-
isfaction with the economy.

But almost everyone asked the
question, which many answered:
What do we do about it? Here,
drawing on comments from many
readers and channeling my own
modest ideas, are suggestions to im-
prove how capitalism works.

Reinvigorating free markets re-
quires a broad effort to heighten
economic competition. This will in-
volve both economic and political
reforms.

‘While there are a few dissenters,
the overwhelming economic evidence

see
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is that much of the U.S. economy has
become far more concentrated in the
21st century, with declining competi-
tion in most sectors resulting in a
smaller number of firms with higher
markups, profits and costs to the
consumer.

The blunt instrument of antitrust
policy can carry risks, including its
own harm to consumers. Addressing
antimarket practices requires a uni-
fied and comprehensive approach
across the executive and legislative

My readers agree socialism
isn’t the answer—and they
offer creative ideas about
what to do instead.

branches that bends policy toward
promoting competition and scruti-
nizing anticompetitive activity and,
where necessary, restraining corpo-
rate power through merger review,
market access and targeted antitrust
enforcement.

It also means reforming the tax
code. There’s an overwhelming case
for simplifying the tax system as a
whole to create incentives for invest-
ment and cutting through the rules
that privilege companies big enough
to deploy the best-paid accountants.

The plethora of measures that make
up corporate welfare—subsidies, tax
breaks and tax credits—should be
eliminated. Some estimates put the
direct cost of corporate welfare at
almost $200 billion a year. The eco-
nomic benefit of removing it would
be greater.

Achieving any of this will be diffi-
cult while politicians have a com-
fortable codependence with big

Lest all this sound like a recipe
for dirigisme of the sort historically
proven to suppress enterprise and
innovation, I should add that allow-
ing American capitalism to flourish
also means giving it more space by
shrinking government. Rising taxa-
tion and spending are steadily sti-
fling private enterprise. The econ-
omy won’t recover its dynamism
until entitlements and welfare

business.
need to raise money to fend off

There isn’t much that can be done
about the need for money to win
elections, and under Citizens United
v. Federal Election ISSI¢

are scaled back to a sus-
tainable level. You can add to the
constraints the federal government
places on capitalism’s potential: the
albatrosses of ever-growing public
debt and a central bank wedded to a

(2010), corporations have a First
Amendment right to seek to influ-
ence politics. But more transparency
could help: Formal executive and
legislative efforts to scrutinize and
publicize the nexus between cam-
paign money and policy wouldn’t be
difficult.

Deeper political reforms might
then be needed, especially to the
primary system. In an age of intense
partisanship, House members in
particular have two masters to
please: the small minority of base
voters who could oust them, and the
corporate paymasters who can help
them avoid such an outcome. Nei-
ther is a good proxy for the inter-
ests of the people as a whole.

policy of every episode
of financial excess.

The political opportunity was
there. The populist revolt that gave
us Donald Trump was a chance to
reorient the system toward the in-
terests of the people over the eco-
nomic elites. Sadly but unsurpris-
ingly, the Republican Party talked a
good game while doing little to re-
dress the balance.

American capitalism has proved
itself the most dynamic in the
world. Even today, it is generating
faster growth than most other na-
tions. But it isn’t perfect or un-
changing. Its particular genius has
been its ability to adapt and reform
as circumstances demand. They’re
demanding now.

Al Makes Me a Better Writer

By Allison Stanger

s artificial intelligence the enemy

of creativity? It doesn’t have to

be. Al didn’t write this article, but
it helped me write it. I have been
writing with AI since the release of
ChatGPT in 2022. Here are some
pointers I've developed:

* Never outsource the truly im-
portant parts. My argument, my
structure, my memories and
thoughts—those are mine to write,
because they are what writing is
for. Properly understood, writing
is a means to learning who you
are and what you value. The father
of the bride who lets a chatbot
draft his toast has hollowed out
the ritual.

 Use the machine as a reader,
not a writer. The most useful thing
Al does for a writer is adversarial.
It is a fast, tireless, unflinching
critic that will tell you your best
evidence is thinner than you think
and hand you the objection you
skipped. I ask it to attack my drafts,
defend the opposing view, and flag
every transition that limps. Then I
decide which complaints land and
rework the piece to address them.
Writing is thinking made visible:
The sentence that resists you does
so because the thought inside it is
unfinished.

= Treat every factual claim Al
conveys as suspicious. The more
perfect the find, the more careful I
am to check it. A quotation that fits

your argument exactly, from a
source nobody else has ever cited,
is either a gift or a fabrication. Only
the original document can tell you
which. I ran a full fact-check of my
forthcoming book with two differ-
ent Al systems. One flagged doubt-
ful citations, the other assesses
each flag, and I adjudicated every
call against my archived sources,
across 566 end notes.

The machine can bolster
your thinking if you know
what to delegate and what
you need to do yourself.

The machines failed in opposite
directions, often instructively. When
one invented author names, the in-
ventions weren’t random; they
drifted toward the demographic
center of the training data, quietly
erasing the female and nonwhite
thinkers who had written the
sources. At one point both systems
insisted that something I had per-
sonally experienced never hap-
pened. When push came to shove,
the human with the archive was al-
ways right.

* Hand the machine the mechani-
cal work without apology. Format-
ting, finding repetition, smoothing
transitions, the structural diagnosis
of a chapter that won’t cohere—this

is where the hours go. Writers have
always had to break the spell of
composition to inspect their cre-
ation’s seams. With a machine on
call, you can stay inside the dream
longer, spending more time on the
work only you can do. Make yourself
a cup of coffee while the machine
flags your shortcomings and be cou-
rageous about facing them.

* Know your own voice and de-
fend it. These systems have tics—
em-dashes sprinkled everywhere,
flattery, frequent resort to antitheti-
cal contrast—repeated until they be-
come wallpaper, but the problem is
greater than that. A machine has
never gone anywhere or been any-
one. It can’t supply the trace of a
particular consciousness making
particular choices, which is what
voice is. If a sentence could have
been written by anyone, it was writ-
ten by no one.

Al, used well, can strengthen
thinking. When computers sur-
passed chess grandmasters 30 years
ago, humans didn’t stop playing;
they trained with the machines, and
the generation raised on them is the
strongest field of human players in
history. Al can have the same effect
on writing if writers use it wisely.

Ms. Stanger is distinguished en-
dowed professor at Middlebury Col-
lege and author of “Who Elected Big
Tech? How Your Phone Hijacked the
Constitution,”  forthcoming in
March.
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A realignment of the Middle East

Iran conflict is reshaping
alliances in a way neither
America nor Israel foresaw

The moment Donald Trump ignored
theadvice of Arab allies and ordered US

weakened, still pose a lethal threat.
The result is a crisis reshaping the
Middle East in ways likely to have last-
ing repercussions for Washington, as
regional leaders adapt toa new reality.
Gulf states are reassessing their reli-
ance on the US as their principal secu-

forzes to attack Iran, he gambled with
the future of the Middle East. Almost six
maonths into an operation the US presi-
dent predicted would last four to five
weeks, the region is trapped between
wa- and peace, grappling with the con-
sequences of the conflict he and Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
unleashed.

The Iranian regime that Arab states
have considered a grave threat since

rity after Iran struck military
bases, energy facilities, airports and
other infrastructure across the region.

defence agreement reached last Sep-

tember. It gives Ankara the prospectof  Jj, |
lucrative defence deals and Islamabad R
ccognition that

further financial support from Riyadh.

For Saudi Arabia it offers at least a sym-

bolic strengthening of its deterrence !

against any further attacks by Iran or its

pruxms as Houthi rebels in Yemen have
conflict with the kingd

All three will use the pact to project

The conflict hasal d Araband
Muslim leaders’ concerns that Israel isa
destabilising force.

An early sign of where this may lead
came when Saudi Arabia, Turkey and
Pakistan recently agreed a mutual
defence pact, symbolically signed in
Mecca, Islam’s holiest city. The three
Sunm led powers insist the agy

infl: and leadership. Yet neither
Turkey nor Pakistan is likely to rush
into war with Iran to defend Saudi Ara- !
bia. Nor is the agreement likely to deter
Iranian or Houthi attacks. Saudi Arabia
will not be sending troops to Kashmir.
And despite growing talk of strategic
hedging, lhc US wnll remain the Arab

the 1979 Islamic remains
intact. It is belligerent and, despite
the devastating costs of the US-Israeli

d not directed against any
particular country. But it reflects a
shared recognition that Iran wi]l

world’ P ce partner.

The pact 's significance, for now, lies
instead in its symbolism, and what it
says about emerging new ahgnmean

flictin the

feels d. It increasingly have to be afteralmost/
retains a chokehold over the Strait  regional powers amid doubts about lhe Middle East following Hamas’s October
of Hormuz, while its proxies in the  USsreliability. 72023 attack on Israel.

so-called axis of resistance, though

The pact builds on a Saudi-Pakistan

1t is too early to speak of opposing

Thereisa

Tehran will

ncreasingly

regional powers
amid doubts
about the US's

elinbility

axes. But the Mecca agreement exposes
the region’s shifting faultlines. While the
Iranian threat is at its forefront, the trio
will view it as a potential counterweight
to Israel. The Israeli attack on a Hamas
office in Qatar last September acceler-
ated their co-operation.

In the other corner sit the Abraham
Accords allies, notably the United Arab
Emirates, which is in a simmering rift
with Saudi Arabia and increasingly
chartinga courseindependent of its tra-
ditional Arab partners while deepening
ties with Israel. The dynamics will
remain fluid, and other Arab and Mus-
lim states will be wary of taking sides.
Egypt, though closely aligned with the
Mecca trio, notably did not join the pact.

But if Trump and Netanyahu believed
that war with Iran would draw regional
states closer to Israel and pave the way
for an expansion of the Abraham
Accords, they are likely to be disap-
pointed. The war will reshape the Mid-
dle East. But it will do soin ways they did
not intend or foresee.

Opinion UK society

The difficult truth
about Jason Arday

Eman e

Stephen
Bush

n June 2019, the award-winning

German blogger Marie Sophie

Hingst, who wrote about her

experiences as the granddaughter

of Holocaust victims, was found
not to be descended from Holocaust
victims at all, or indeed even Jewish.
Der Spiegel found she had added the
names of 22 people, some fictional, to
Yad Vashem, the archive that docu-
mentsthe 6mn Jewskilled.

Hingst was stripped of her awards
and a month later, she was dead, aged
31.She was not the first or the last per-
sonto be exposed as inventing fictions
about their relationship to the Holo-
caust — perhaps the most famous is
Misha Defonseca, who in 1997 wrote a
memoir claiming that she had sur-
vived by being adopted by a pack of
wolves, But Hingst was, to the best of
our knowledge, the first person to die
by suicideasaresult.

From the beginning, his

story was accompanied
by a cloud of excessive
references to his race

Before his death, Jason Arday had,
similarly, been exposed as something
he was not, with a series of lingering
questions over aspects of his scholar-
ship. From the beginning, however,
something was different in how his
story was talked about, the investiga-
tions accompanied by a cloud of exces-
sive references to his race. One news
bulletin described him as “the Black
professor accused of plagiarism™ as if
the most important thing was not the
plagiarism, but the temerity to be
simultaneously Black.

The unmistakable and, in some
cases, explicit tone of all this was that
if an organisation is gulled by a Black
man, then the issue must be that it has
been blinded by excessive wokery. If it
takes a decade for an account involv-
ing being parented by wolves to be
debunked, well, that’s life. But if a
Black man can trick you without
immediate exposure, then racial tol-
erance hasbeentaken too far.

Arday was not the first professor to
face credible allegations of plagiarism,
something that he denied. One of his
fellow professors at Cambridge, a his-
torian, who is white, was reported by
the FT to have been found to have cop-
ied more than 12 pages of an under-
graduate’s work. He is still in post —
fittingly for the social sciences, this is
an experiment with a control. The dif-
ference here is the firestorm: in large

part because, for many, this was nota
story about Cambridge, but one about
Black people in public life and “diver-
sity, equity and inclusion hiring”.

Nor was Arday the first memoirist
to make outrageous claims. After
James Frey's first two books were
found to be largely fabricated, they
were simply marketed as fiction. The
Salt Path, Raynor Winn's account of
walking the South West Coast Path
with her terminally ill husband, was
extensively reported to contain false-
hoods — which she disputed. Her next
book is due in January 2028. He is still
alive.

But academia in particular relies on
trust. Questions about Arday’s eye-
brow-raising autobiographical claims

dermined the acclaimed acad:
book he had written on multicultural-
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Central bank gold repatriation has its own logic

The report on Venezuelan MPs uniting
to demand the return of their nation’s
gold (Report, August 14) brought a wry
smile to my face. Or perhaps, asa
citizen of Turkey, a country that holds
nearly 200 tonnes of its own gold —
roughly 25 per cent of its national
reserves — in London, I should be

stored their reserves in London to

logic of offshore safe-haven storage

Leisure time — we differ so
much from the ancients
Business is devoted to the creation of
surplus money, not promoting ethical
goals. Anything that impedes that
process is discarded as irrelevant.

At present we are all committed to
the of this truth, which as a

safeguard them against domestic begins to break down. Central banks
political turmoil and lhe risk of around the world must now confront
internal i an reality: in the

irony, as highlighted by the Vmauelan modern financial physical
case, is that the ian itself has ion within one’s own borders
now become the party enforcing may be becoming more valuable than

the freeze.

trust in a foreign jurisdiction.

consequence influences how we
conduct our lives, especially how we
use our leisure time — what the

feeling a growing sense of unease. When custodial safety shifts into Hasan Huseyin Romans called otium.
Sovereign states have historically political leverage, the foundational Istanbul, Turkey We use such downtime quite

di from our naive

who used their leisure to acquire
How consultants ensure UK should not surrender “usiljm" ll(:owlc:ie. ie knowlcdie that

P . could not be turned into money, but

advice is worth paying for the Parthenon Marbles only into a greater knowledge and
Rohert Armstrong is right that amﬁua] Michael Vatikiotis provides a understanding of ourselves (think of

could turn much
work into a commodity (“Who needs
consultants in the age of AI?", Opinion,
August 6).

But how will the next generation of
experts acquire the expertise and
human judgment they need for this?

In engineering, as in consulting,
judgment has always been forged
through the accumulation of working
through problems. This includes
testing how outputs change as inputs
are adjusted, or responding to a
colleague who challenges an
assumption. Much of the routine part
of this groundwork can be absorbed
using Al techniques.

However, no matter how

misleading comparison between the
Elgin (aka “Parthenon”) marbles and
the Bayeux Tapestry (“The Bayeux
Tapestry loan is a model for the
Parthenon Marbles”, Opinion,
August 10).

First, the UK does not dispute
France’s ownership of the Bayeux
Tapestry. Greece, however, accuses the
UK of possessing stolen goods because
it claims the marbles were looted.
Second, the UK can be relied upon to
return the Bayeux Tapestry to France.
Nobody seriously believes Greece
would return the Elgin Marbles to the
UK — who returns “stolen” property to

these models become, someone must
carry professional responsibility for

what is built and how it performs over
decadﬁ Wlnle machines may take on

ism in the UK. All of plagia-
rism in his PhD would inevitably have
tainted any further research.
Reporting on what really happened
in these cases is in the public interest.
‘We have good reason to believe that,
without the media circus, Cambridge
would have continued to minimise
complaints. For the sake of the univer-
sity in the case of Arday, and the sake
of history in Hingst's, exp does

le tasks, jonals still
need to build the experiences through
which they learn to sense when an
answer is sound — or not.

Armstrong also notes that firms are
increasingly charging for outcomes
rather than time. In engineering and
design, the outcome a client ultimately
buys is assurance that what gets built is

Banx | athief?
d The UK would be foolish
to facilitate the surrender of the Elgin
safe, buildable and w1[| pcrlurm That Marbles, especially to a Greek
rests on profe which that is handing

is rxndly what cannot be automated or
invoiced by the hour. All this means we

management of the country’s
archaeological sites to private

Socrates).
Antonio Albert
London SW3, UK

Cat flap comeback

1told my cat Bob about Gail D'Arcy’s
suggestion (Letters, August 13) that he
be kept indoors given the estimated
27mn birds killed by him and his feline
friends in the UK annually.

Bob said — as he headed out the cat
flap — that he found this rather rich
coming from a member of a species
that gets through around 2.7mn birds a
day in the UK. And that’s just the
chickens.

Barry Willcox
London K12, UK

Clarification

olth that Al
g usedto condensea lunger dmh ofa

must deli:eralzly cultivate the next mmpames. These private

s expertise by prices for pcuple lo
opportunities for challenge, V|SIl Greects heritage, as 1
mentorship and critical thinking. This during a recent visit. By contrast,

will be how firms can ensure their
judgment is still worth paying for.
Fiona Cousins

€00 Total Design Arup, New York, NY, US

anybody can see the Elgin Marbles in
the British Museum for free.

Washington, DC, US

policy published on August 14 priorto
submission to the FT and our own
editorial involvement. The FT editorial
codeof conduct specifically prohibits
the use of Alin the writing process.

matter.

But it also matters what happens
after someone chooses to resign. That
both Arday and Hingst took their own
livesisa tragedy. That, in Arday's case,
further commentary appeared about
his unfitness to hold his post and his
supposed stupidity was to forget that
he was not a talking point in a row
about DEI but someone who had
already taken the decision to step
away from the spotlight.

Arday'’s investigators dd find real
cause for concern, but he was also held
to a higher standard than some col-
leagues. His story was never discussed
without a miasma of race. His short-
comings were depicted not just as the
usual failures of rigour in publishing
or academia but as exceptional proof
that ethnic diversity at Cambridge —
where 0.4 per cent of academic staff
are Black — has gone too far.

In Defonseca's case, no one sug-
gested that public willingness to swal-
low the lupine philosemites story
meant that our abhorrence of the Hol-
ocaust was too extreme. Arday’s sto-
ries, however, were taken as a specific
commentary on DEI initiatives across
academia, one with broad lessons
about the treatment of Black people in
higher education and the workplace.

The difficult truth is that if Arday
were white, a professor facing allega-
tions of plagiarism would probably still
be in post. And if Arday were white,
then a father of two would probably
still be alive. That first truth raises
questions for Cambridge. The second
for those who saw him only as a sym-
bol even after he had exited the stage.

stephen.bush@ft.com
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Manchester’s
towering
ambition
showsinits
new skyline

by Jennifer Williams

first wrote about Manchester’s Nobu's developer Salboy, which is for too long on such snobbery,
skyscrapers a decade ago. Shortly | also building former foatballer Gary focusing instead on its own debates
after covering a planning Neville’s nearby residences W, has about the breakneck pace of change.
application for a 64-storey seen interest switch over five ar six The skyscrapers appeared as living
residential behemoth, I stood years from Asian investors to UK standards were being squeezed and
looking down Deansgate towards the buyers and the Middle East. The Burnham himself leaned into
spot where it would loom. region is now Salboy’s busiest resulting anxieties about housing
People won't know what’s hit them, i market, ing for lity in his first 2017 run for
1 thought. more than 21 per cent of sales at W. mayor. This summer, the mayoral
What followed was not just one City centre estate agent Julie Twist election triggered by his departure for
tower but a brand-new skyline. A saysnneo[tbeblgmdmeulsthe Downmgsueelwasagamdnmumed
gleaming forest of glass that sprouted city’s ies, “IUs i i politics. Nearly 10 years
seemingly from nothing in a city best common for families to buy rather on — with penthouses now selling for
known for its football and its 1980s than rent while their children study.” £4mn or more and letting for £14,000
and "90s music heyday. Today, it is the Meanwhile there has been a visible amonth — the Green Party demanded
backdrop for Prime Minister Andy rise in Middle Eastern food and drink | rent controls, accusing Labour of
Burnham's new Number 10 North. options. On Deansgate, the coffee shop | “growth for growth’s sake™. Burnham’s
‘The luxury skyscrapers, where Gulf shows this new influence; Labour successor, Bev Craig, landed in
young influencers live alongside npposlte. a Lebanese restaurant is similar territory, calling for national
Emirati di and the odd from the wealthy Cheshire powers to control rents. Reform UK.
football manager, were part of a suburb of Hale. Underneath capitalised on controversy
deliberate regeneration strategy by a Deansgate Square South is a popular surrounding millions of pounds
town hall seeking to revive post- alcohol-free Lebanese café. loaned to help private developers
industrial Manchester. They now ‘When a resident offers to give me a build skyscrapers. Burnham himself
stand for the economic and political tour, I am struck that the expansive criticised the approach as a candidate
confidence of Britain’s third-largest lobby of the south tower feels like a a decade ago, although the loans
city, as well as the tension inherent in five-star international hotel, from its continued under his tenure.
Burnham's term “Manchesterism™ his | heavily fragranced air to the polished So the towers sum up the tensions
argument that the city’s revival is a floors and black-suited security within “Manchesterism”. For while the
blueprint for the country. guards. In basement car parks, city has changed at pace in the Jast
Soon there will be more towers. Ina | Lamborghinis sit next to Porsches, decade, its progress has been more
railway arch off Deansgate, a former Bentleys and the odd Ferrari. contested, and more disruptive, than
car showroom, Robert De Niro last Manchester is perhaps a nztural Burnham’s rhetoric implies.
year broke ground on the 76-storey home for showy il | wealth: h s internal debates are
branded Nobu building, which is setto | it has a longstanding eye for bling, now in the national spotlight. And as
be the city’s tallest yet. infl d by Cheshire milli kb new Number 10 finds its
A fly-through video shows the and cash-splashing footballers, feet, London lobbyists and consultants
polished bling of Dubai. That is “This is a city that drinks firstand | heading north will soon be able to
perhaps no coincidence: a decade ago, | eats after, with its mouth open,” wrote | interpret the skyline for themselves.
foreign investment in h critic AA Gill, i in
came from China. Now it is the Gulf. 2010, Manchester tends not to dwell jenniferwilliams@ft.com
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Crime and punishment in Syria and Lebanon

Kim
Ghattas

eadlines from the Middle

East are dominated by war,

death and destruction but

last week Lebanon and

Syria made the news for a
different reason — their own efforts to
improve the application of justice and
the search for accountability.

In abolishing the death penalty, with
noexceptions, Lebanon delivered a pro-
gressive, historic first in the region.
Across the border, in Syria, a court sen-
tenced former president Bashar al-As-
sad to death in absentia for premedi-
tated murder, among other charges, in
the 13-year war he waged against his
own people.

But what does justice mean in a time
of war and upheaval? And what kind of
accountability can truly be achieved

while further crimes and political
accommodationsare stillunder way?

Lebanon has had a moratorium on
death penalties since 2004, but in a
region where human rights are rarely
mentioned its justice minister Adel
Nassar described abolition as “an
essential message in favour of funda-
mentalrights”.

To be fair, among Arab League coun-
tries, Djibouti removed capital punish-
ment from its penal code in 1995, but it
is in the Horn of Africa. In the Middle
East, Israel abolished the death penalty
for ordinary murder in1954, retaining it
onlyfor inst human-
ity. Nazi official Adolf Eichmann was
notably executed under itin 1962

But in March, the Israeli Knesset
passed a law making capital punish-
ment mandatory for terrorism. The law,
sponsored by the far right after October
7, is written in a way that excludes Jew-
ish Israelis, in effect making it only
applicable to Palestinians. Israeli civil
.'md human rights orgamsalmns have

icised it as

justice system.
Lebanon’s achievement was marred

just one day later when parliament
passed a general amnesty law that will
benefit hundreds. The country last
voted on a general amnesty in 1991 in
order to absolve everyone, from war-
lords to snipers, of the horrors of the
civil war,

This time around, the amnesty was
partly designed to reduce prison over-
crowding. But it has long been

Short of a full national
recongciliation process,
Syrians may be deprived
of true accountability

demanded by political and sectarian
factions — Sunnis looking to absolve
Islamists; the Shia militant group Hiz-
bollah trying to release members of the
community imprisoned on drug-related
offences. Amnesties can help countries
move on from conflict hut, hzmded out
withoutatruthand proc-

for justice. Lebanon could now ask for
the extradition of a Bulgarian man
involved in the shipping of explosive
materials, which resulted in the devas-
tating Beirut port explosion of August
2020. Bulgaria has refused to extradite
him because of the death penalty. Hop-
ingto set 1 regional example, Lebanon is
also pondering whether to refuse the
extradition to Syria of former regime
officials for trial in courts that still hand
outdeath penalties.

Last week in Damascus, former presi-
dent Assad, his brother Maher and sev-
eral former regime officials were sen-
tenced tc death in absentia. After four
months of trial, the outcome was met
with cries of joy by victims of the
regime's brutal war, oppression and
forced disappearances.

Atif Najib, a cousin of Assad and polit-
ical security chief in Deraa province,
where the spark of the 2011 civilian
uprising was lit, was the only regime
figure to appear in court, behind bars, in
a striped prison uniform. He denied all

i d said he felt

ess, they promote impunity.
still, the abolition opens new avenues

Syria has no laws on war crimes or

filed individual homicid

cases, flattening the enormity of the :

crimes.

Short of a full national reconciliation |
process, Syrians may be deprived of a :

true sense of accountability. A process
driven by the current authorities also
risks being selective, motivated by the

need to assert legitimacy and power. |

Trials in absentia are flawed but, with

the death penalty still in force, Syriawill |
struggle to extradite regime officials. |
This makes the quest for accountability

feel fragile and somewhat rushed.

1n1965, Martin Luther KingJrsaid the |

“arc of the moral universe is long but it
bends towards justice . .
Not long."” Despite war and turmoil

there are shy shoots of greenin Lebanon *
and Syria. But the original saying from |

1853 by an abolitionist minister, Theod-
ore Parker, expresses the uncertainty
around this arc much better. “I cannot

ure by experience of sight. | can divineit
by conscience

crimes against h ity, so the

FT

an canned
cocktails revive
booze sales?

Brooke
Masters

he booze business has been

suffering from a post-pan-

demic hangover for the past

couple of years. Now that a

lockdown-fuelled boost in

home drinking has faded, spirits are

enduring a huge sales downturn, winer-

ies are closing at record rates and vol-
umesof beer produced have slumped.

The share of Americans who say they

drink alcohol has dmpped toa’ hl;lunml

low, and

less amid an increased focus on wellness
and an affordability squeeze. US under-
age drinking has fallen even faster,
reaching all-time lows in 2025, leading
many analysts to predict — and industry
executives to fear — that young Ameri-
cans were becoming stay-at-home tee-
totallers.

Listed drinks groups have been swap-
ping chief executives faster than a frat
boy throws back shots: Diageo, Brown-
Forman, Constellation Brands and
Rémy Cointreau have all changed lead-
ersinthe past18 months.

But a ray of hope for the industry is
starting to shine through. Despite their
later start, Gen Z, those born between
1997 and 2012, aren’t Puritans after all.
Some 74 per cent of US f legal

drinkingage report drinkingin the past
six months, up from 66 per cent three
years ago. More Gen Zers drink than
boomers and they are not far off the gen-
eral population rate of 76 per cent.

The youngest generation of legal
drinkers just indulges differently, and
for companies that cater lo their crav-
ings, thegood ti 11

Sa.lﬁof ‘ready-to-drink” mncoguons
of alcohol with soda, juices and other
mixers have been shooting up. Drinks
such as Surfside’s Peach Tea and Vodka
and Cutwater’s Mango Margarita are
winning over younger consumers who
like the low price, ease of use and inno-
vative flavours.

“They've got this ‘I don't want to
drink my parents’ drink’element,” says
Ed Mundy, adrinksanalyst at Jefferies.

Alcopops have popped up as beer
alternatives before. Gen X had their
1980s wine coalers; the mid-1990s saw
the rise of Zima and other carbonated
malt-based drinks, and hard seltzer
brand White Claw became such a phe-
nomenon in 2019 that there were
nationwide shortages.

But never before have canned mixed
drinks played such an important role in
the industry’s hopes for its future.

Since 2019, US sales in the RTD cate-
gory have logged a bubbly combined
annual growth rate of 11 per cent while
overall alcohol sales have fallen flat at
minus 1 per cent despite a pandemic-
induced boost, according to IWSR, a
market research firm. Premade drinks
now account for 8 per cent of total US

foohot i

That translates into hlg bucks: US

eed il

sales of p have

berry goes for $13.50, and a single

increased more than six times from
$489mn in 2020 to $3.8bn last year.

And where the US leads, many expect
other countries to follow. Though RTDs
currently account for just 1 per cent of
UK sales by volume, they have been
growing 8 per cent a year since 2019,
IWSR says. Research group MFRF
projects European sales will more than
doublein the next decade.

Some of the fizz in the canned drinks
market is almost certainly due to the
fact they are relatively cheap at a time
when cusmmers are Ieelmg pmched by
high fuel p ip dinflation.

Tequila 'Ritasells for $3.99.
“Particularly in spirits, affordability
has gotten out of whack,” says Chris
Goodchild, a Boston C Iting Group

Ariceran |

- Johansson is frequently there. Because

bowl of mystery punch. Individual
portions also make it easier to “zebra
stripe”, slang for alternating liquor with
non-alcoholic drinks to reduce total

senior partner who works with drinks
groups. “If you compare today with
2020, getting a cocktail or a glass of
wine is materially more expensive than
itwas."

The appeal of canned cocktails goes
beyond price. The convenience of
premixed drinks meshes well with
today’s socialising patterns. Young
‘Americans are drinking more at home
or in small groups rather than in the
country’s shri number of bars and

US restaurants are marking up wine
bottles by six times cost, and $20-plus
cocktails are the norm at big city bars.
But a four-pack of Carbliss Vodka Cran-

"Ready-to-drink’ brews are
winning over younger
consumiers who like the
low price and ease of use

nightclubs. RTDs also fit into “third
spaces™ — festivals, sporting events —
that serve alcohol but do not have the
staff to providea full bar.

Brands are leaning into group fun
with packaging that sparks on social
media, such as BuzzBallz’s neon spheres.
and Surfside’s distinctive stripes.

At the same time, canned drinks can
also appeal to those concerned about
safety and wellness. Pre-mixed cock-
tails feel more tamper-resistant thana

largely missed out: The most popular

RTD brands are independent (Carbliss,

Surfside) or owned by beer and wine
companies (Gallo’s High Noon and AB
InBev’s Cutwater).

Canned cocktails were seen as low-

rent when spirits groups were boasting

about their ability to push up pricesin
the name of “premiumisation”. Spirits
distribution networks are focused on
liguor stores rather than convenierce
stores and supermarkets where Gen Z
consumers tend toshop.

‘That s finally starting to change. Saz-
erac bought BuzzBallz in 2024 and is

rolling it out globally. Diageo’s new CEO |

said last week that canned cocktails are
a big part of plans to revive the belea-
guered group. A generation of drinkers
is picking its tipple of choice. The big
spirits makers need to join the party.

brookemasters@ft.com

] How long? |

EU defence

executives are no

longer as safe as
they were

Elisabeth
Braw

t's like something out of a summer
horror movie: a hippyish couple
camping in the Swedish country-
side near a prominent CEO's holi-
day home has a nation fearing espi-
onage. This is the reality for today's
western business leaders. After several

i decades of a mostly safe existence,

they're now viewed as fair game by hos-
tile states.

“A woman who spoke English withan
accent walked on to the cottage plot and

. askedif she could fish from the jetty that
The erlﬂls aulhoroj ‘Black Wave' andan

belongs to the plot,” Swedish national

¢ television reported earlier this week.

The plot belonged to a person connected
with Micael Johansson, the CEO of the
Swedish arms manufacturer Saab —and

he heads one of the world’s leading

: defence companies, whose Gripen

fighter jets are about to be exported to

- Ukraine, Johansson has bodyguards,
: who grew suspicious and called the

police. The woman and a male compan-
ion told the police that they were Rus-
sian opposition activists. They were

© indeed Russian, but their visit turned
. out to be more mysterious than your

typical camping trip. Among the items

. the police found in their possession

were “Komradios”, or long-range
walkie-talkies, which the man claimed
were a wedding present from his wife in
case their phones malfunctioned.

The Russians’ visit may have been an
innocent coincidence, but it's hardly
surprising that the bodyguards and the

. police were concerned to find them next

door to a defence CEO's retreat, espe-

I[f CEOs can be scared
into ceasing trade with
Ukraine, it’s a victory
for the Kremlin

; cially since Sweden offers more than
i 400,000 square kilometres of uninhab-

ited land on which people can camp. For
now, the Swedish authorities have

© instructed them toleave the country.
So far, the big spirits groups have :

The fear surrounding business lead-
ers” security has deep historical roots.
Decades ago, European business leaders
were surrounded by politically moti-

* vated plots. In 1977, the self-styled Red

Army Faction shot and killed Jargen
Ponto, the CEO of Dresdner Bank. A few
weeks later, they kidnapped Hanns-
Martin Schleyer, the powerful boss of
the German employers’ association;
then they killed him too. In 1989, they
assassinated Deutsche Bank chair
Alfred Herrhausen; two years after that,

. they shot and killed Detlev Rohwedder,

the man in charge of privatising ex-East
German state enterprises.

A few kidnapping schemes aside,
western executives have enjoyed a

! mostly safe existence in recent decades,

which is why the 2024 killing of a
healthcare CEO on a busy Manhattan

i street shocked the world. But the news
i S Bl - ingofa

Russian assassination plot against Ste-

| hn Thumann, the CEO of the German

Two civilians

Adam
Aleksic

he cultural
only focus on a few dozen
pop stars at any given time.
For the devoted fans of
those who are cast aside,
there is little choice but to gather on
“Stan Twitter”, a corner of the internet
dedicated to obsessive celebrity fan-
dom. Here, people track and promote
their favourites in a bid to bring them
back to the public’s attention.
Just as the horror writer HP Love-
craft’s ‘Cthulhu Mythos' universe imag-
ined a pantheon of deities, !nrgnm:n

How online fandom shaped our world

cussions, a stan (the internet’s term for
an extremely enthusiastic fan, named
after the protagonist of an Eminem
song) can slowly summon their favour-
ites back into the limelight, synchronis-
|ng socna] and algonl.hmnc momentum

The line between social media fol-
lower and disciple is particularly
blurred in the world of K-Pop, where
fans of South Korean girl and boy bands
try to boost algorithmic attention for
their favourite groups, helping the

de

rele-
vance. l!lheysucmcd they lift their tar-
getout of what some jokingly call “Khia
Asylum” — an imaginary holding cell
named after the one-hit-wonder rapper
Khia, who disappeared from main-

stream relevance 20
Isee a very similar dynamic play out
in internet meme communities. The
digital references that reach the main-
stream, like “skibidi" or “6-7,” are not
accidents, They start with a hyper-on-
line group of post-ironic practitioners.
By allocating their time to specific
memes, these groups — which con-
ialise under new names

except by the d trying
to summon them, the digital devotees
of this modern online subculture
attempt to reshape reality through

an almost religious dedication to their  alter the bularies of TikTok, this
chosenartist. around the world.
By labounng over new video edits of Onceth become widespread
lebrity or ing in internet dis- hy i on.

stantly

like “juggtok”™ and “niche community™
and have no motive other than the
desire to influence others — are able to

unlucky , a kind of
nowhere land derived from the Korean
word for* whu?'Thmugh their likes and

sk Bletord
g

The idea is that if enough
people say ‘this meme is
popular’, those memes will
indeed become popular

the ideas of Lovecraft and other sci-fi
writers with those of French philoso-
pher Gilles Deleuze, the CCRU argued
that any idea could be circulated into
cultural discourse through hy ition
—asortof self-fulfilling prophecy where
fictional statements become true
through repetition.

The idea is that, since reality is
socially constructed, if enough people
say “this celebrity is popular” or “this
meme is popular”, those celebrities and
memes will indeed become popular. All
that is required is the time and energy to
promote the ideas and people will even-
tually catchon.

The CCRU was particul.

ideology that calls for society to return
S ks hasinh i

the political views of technology inves-

tors including Peter Thiel and Elon
Musk, helping to shape the current cul-

ture in Silicon Valley and the White :
House in turn. If enough people believe -
that governments should be run by |
techno-capitalist enterprises or that :

society is working towards a singularity
with Al, those concepts become

real. And while this subject matter is :

undoubtedly weightier than pop music,
the same logic applies of slowly “sum-
moning” an idea into the mainstream.

K-Pop fans, meme pages, political Lhe
orists and Iti h

devote

: adopt th

were caught after monitoring Thumann

| and filming his home and company’s

headquarters. Two years ago, intelli-

: gence agencies uncovered a Russian

assassination plot against Armin Pap-
perger, the CEO of the German defence

| giant Rheinmetall.

Ever since, Papperger has had body-
guards. “The jobs have to get done, and
anyone who cracks doesn’t belong ina
job like this," he told the German DPA
news agency. Several European security
services have instructed defence indus-
try bosses to shore up company security
—and their personal protection too. Liv-
ing like Papperger is not enjoyable, but

i pretending that threats don’t exist is

worse. Russiadoes not aspire to respect-
ability: instead, it wants to inspire fear.
1f CEOs can be scared into ceasing busi-
ness with Ukraine or shifting away from

- arms production it’s a victory for the

Kremlin. Other hostile states can easily
formula.

in pop culture as a hyperstitioned phe-
nomenon but lhcy also apphed their

bands like BTS from comp
obscurity to global phenomenon. Bach
digital engagement doubles as a signal
to the algorithm, making the trend ever
morereal.

Long before the rise of K-pop and

presaged by
the Cybemetlc Culture Research Unit,

an ic collective at Warwick
University in the late 1990s. By fusing

conceptst

‘The idea that anyone can shift the
“Overton window” of acceptable dis-
course ina p:m.lculax dlrcmon by pre-

to creating the world they would liketo |

see, This begins with an understanding

language, aesthetics and politics all
emerge from amorphous pockets of
algorithmic space — and they can all be

sentinga
been loston lhcAmencan radical right,
which has referenced the writings of
Nick Land, a former CCRU researcher.
Land’s “Dark Enlightenment” philos-
ophy — an anti-democratic, reactionary

Nerd, is the author of ‘Algospeak: How
Social Media Is Transforming the Future
of Language'

Having the private sector operate in

+ perpetual fear is not a recipe for success,
of how ideas now spread. Our music, :

West German executives kept going to
work and eventually saw the Red Army
Faction fade into nothingness. Today’s
CEOs will have to steel themselves simi-
larly if they want their businesses and

* theircountriestoprevail.
The writer, known online as Etymology -

The writer is a senior fellow at the Atlantic
Council and advises M&C Saatchi World

i Services
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Bread rations. Endless
How much more can Cubans endure?

Governments
can afford to
keep playing
the waiting
game. But
ordinary
citizens can't.

Michael J. Bustamante

Cubans are seasoned, involuntary
experts at waiting — for the day’s
bread ration, for overcrowded buses,
for visas to leave home. Since the
pandemic threw the island into a deep
crisis and especially since the Trump
administration instituted a de facto oil
blockade of Cuba in January, that daily
exercise has become a slow suffoca-
tion.

Now Cubans wait for everything.
They wait for imported food and over-
the-counter medicines sent by relatives
abroad. They wait for electricity that
returns for only an hour or two each
day or for a feeble breeze in the op-
pressive summer heat that might allow
their children a couple of hours of
sleep.

Maost of all, Cubans wait for signs
that Washington or their own govern-
ment will land on a way out of their
current immiseration — that they
might finally live in a normal country,
no longer trapped by decades of au-
thoritarian politics, economic misman-
agement, U.S. sanctions and an ex-
tended Cold War. Regardless of
whether the island is heading toward a
true political breaking point, no
amount of jury-rigged power supplies
or what President Miguel Diaz-Canel
calls “creative resistance” can hide that
Cuba’s people are being pushed to the
limits of what they can endure.

The uncertainty has driven different
players to stake their hopes on a range
of possible futures: the fall of Cuba’s
Communist regime, a negotiated U.S.-
backed transition to democracy or
military action leading to a kind of U.
protectorate in the style, most recently,
of Venezuela. But the most likely one is
that the waiting will continue — an
extended stalemate with ordinary
Cubans paying the price.

Some, particularly in the Cuban
diaspora, are expecting Cuba’s equiva-
lent of Eastern Europe in 1989, when
Communist regimes fell across the
region. Rosa Maria Paya, the exiled
daughter of the slain pro-democracy
activist Oswaldo Paya, has described
the Cuban government as the “Berlin

Vall of our time.” Accordingly, though
with negligible coordination with Cu-
bans on the island, Cuban American
community leaders have dusted off,
updated or drafted new plans for a
democratic transition.

For much of this spring, however, it
was not clear that 1989 was the histori-
cal parallel the Trump administration
had in mind. In direct communications
with Raal Castro’s grandson and mem-
s security establishment,
of State Marco Rubio and the
C.LA. director, John Ratcliffe, signaled
their openness to letting some of the
island’s Communist authorities stay in
power, provided that Havana loosen
state control over the economy, release
political prisoners and eliminate secu-~
rity ties to U.S. adversaries.

Since May, though, the possibility of
such a deal has receded. As Cuba has
refused to accept Washington's de-
mands for significant leadership
change, the U.S. government has de-
ployed secondary sanctions that have
forced many foreign companies to
withdraw from the island. Neither an
economic liberalization package an-
nounced in June nor the July release of
the country’s highest-profile political
prisoner, the artist Luis Manuel Otero
Alcantara, has compelled the adminis-
tration to budge.

This impasse has reinforced suspi-
cions that the Trump administration
intended to inflict economic hardship
all along — not to induce concessions
but to create the conditions for wide-
spread social unrest.

Summer has often been Cuba's sea-
son of political upheaval, from the 1994
Maleconazo amid Cuba’s post-Soviet
economic depression to the nationwide

MADD,

Lenco ¥ Trecaderd

marches on July 11, 2021, at the depth
of the pandemic. Recent energy grid
collapses have brought fresh signs of
public anger. Neighborhood cacerola-
zos — loud pot-banging sessions —
and street blockades made of burning
trash are almost nightly occurrences.
A slide inadvertently shown during a
televised government briefing re-
vealed officials are concerned about an
“estallido social,” or a social explosion.

Yet growing instability does not
another 1989 make. The collapse of
Communist rule in most of Eastern
Europe depended not only on popular
discontent but also on divisions within
the ruling elite and oppositions with
significant popular bases. So far, Cu-
ba's coercive apparatus remains intact,
the threat of repression has weakened
any opposition’s reach, and mass emi-
gration continues to substitute for
mass mobilization, with as many as
two million Cubans leaving the island
since 2020. The effective closure of the
U.S. border to Cuban entries since
2025 has simply redirected hundreds
of thousands of migrants to other
destinations.

If internal hardship does not auto-
matically portend regime collapse, it
might be tempting to conclude that
change can come only from without.
For weeks the Trump administration

has been dropping hints of coming
military action by framing Cuba as a
national security threat, citing Ha-
vana's intelligence ties to China and
its purported acquisition of
drones from Iran and its alleged role in
what the State Department calls hemi-
spheric “subversion” past and present.
The May indict-

Few observers

ment of Mr. Castro,
. charging him with
seriouly expect {voivementin the
P 1996 shooting
American down of two Cuban
occupation American civilian
of Cuba. But aircraft, also pro-
history need vides a pretext for
not repeat itself  some kind of Ma-
so literally to duro-style law
rhyme with enforcement ex-
the imperial traction.
mpe Any American
refrains of old.  jiervention,

though, would call

to mind a different
historical paralle!l: 1898, the beginning
of a four-year U.S. military occupation
that led to the birth of a Cuban repub-
lic subservient to U.S. economic and
political interests.

Few observers seriously expect
another full American occupation of
Cuba. But history need not repeat
itself so literally to rhyme with the

blackouts.

imperial refrains of old. President
Trump has publicly floated a “friendly
takeover” of the island. By forcing the
exit of major hotel operators and other
Cuban state partners, the administra-
tion’s secondary sanctions have deval-
ued Cuban assets and potentially
cleared the deck for acquisitions by
U.S. companies at bargain basement
prices.

Washington's demands would amount
to negotiating the regime’s own de-
mise.

Washington's room for maneuvering
is also constrained. Despite recent
reports of a new Cuba task force at the
C.LA., military escalation risks em-
broiling the United States in an even
greater national reconstruction project
than in Venezuela at a moment when

, Mr. Castro’s

who holds no formal leadership posi-
tion in Cuba, has effectively declared
Cuba open for business and expressed
his eagerness to negotiate directly
with Mr. Trump. Embracing a Castro
family member as Cuba’s analogue to
Delcy Rodriguez, Venezuela's interim
leader, may prove unacceptable to
many in the White House, not least Mr.
Rubio. But Venezuela's example offers
a sobering precedent: Military action
in Cuba may not guarantee democracy
so much as a new order in which the
secretary of state operates as an eco-
nomic viceroy, working with a close
circle to hand out the spoils.

For now, all these scenarios seem

the stration is again consumed
by the conflict in Iran. The domestic
political costs of a new entanglement
in Cuba could also weigh heavily
ahead of this fall's U.S. midterm elec-
tions.

That leaves both sides locked in a
pattern of tira y afloja, a push and pull,
in which each looks for the other to
make a truly consequential concession
first. But time is not on the Cuban
people’s side. They cannot indefinitely
postpone meals, medical procedures or
more consequential decisions about
their personal and political futures.

Governments can afford to keep
playing the waiting game. Ordinary
Cubans cannot.

more imaginary than i Even
absent other foreign lifelines, Cuban
officials have shown scant willingness
to do Washington's bidding. Nor has
the government in Havana been of-
fered a consistent offramp. Meeting

MICHAEL J. BUSTAMANTE is @ professor of
Cuban and Cuban American studies at
the University of Miami and the author
of “Cuban Memory Wars: Retrospective
Politics in Revolution and Exile.”

Cubans wait for imported food and over-the-counter medicines sent by relatives abroad. They wait for electricity that returns for only an hour or two each day or for a feeble breeze in the oppressive summer heat.
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David Ellison’s pipe dream

of a red-state

Sharon Waxman

The Paramount Skydance chief execu-
tive David Ellison has threatened to
abandon Hollywood by moving his
company from California to a redder
state like Tennessee, Georgia or Texas.

The backlash was immediate. This
over-the-top-sounding idea was
deemed by many I spoke to in the
industry as the outburst of someone
unaccustomed to being told no.

How could he even do such a thing?
The question has thrown Hollywood
into chaos. After all, Mr. Ellison re-
cently wrote a New York Times Opin-
ion guest essay about how his bid to
merge Paramount Skydance and
‘Warner Bros. Discovery would bring
health and prosperity to the movie
business. He also promised to be
guided by “facts and truth” in the news
division of a combined company, which
would include both CBS and CNN.

But he is apparently tired of fighting
California’s attorney general, Rob
Bonta, who along with 11 other Demo-
cratic state attorneys general filed an
antitrust lawsuit over the merger. A
judge ruled that a trial would start in
March. According to the terms of the
merger deal, Paramount has to start
paying Warner shareholders a “ticking
— fee”of $7 million per

day starting Oct. 1.
Nocos Hollywood, a-
really wants ready stressing
to move from  ahqut production
Beverly Hills moving out of town,
to Nashville. merger-related job

cuts and the threat of

AL slop replacing
human creative work, was shocked by
reports of Mr. Ellison's threat to head
to a red state. Is he serious? Weren't
we supposed to take him at his word
that he loved this industry?

From the Paramount point of view,
it's sensible. Why stay in a state that
hates it so? Why not sell the movie lots
to real estate developers and move the
company to somewhere it’s wanted?

The Warner and Paramount movie
studio lots are estimated to be worth
billions of dollars. The savings in state
tax are estimated at $500 million a
year.

I'm hearing that Nashville is the
most likely destination if this move
were somehow to come to pass, David
Ellison’s father, the Oracle founder
Larry Ellison, is already transferring
the tech company’s headquarters
there,

There has long been a dream from
the right to create an alternative to
left-leaning Hollywood. Nashville is
home to not only country music but, in
the MAGA era, it has sought to be-
come, as one Times article put it in
2022, “Hollywood for Conservatives."

Paramount insiders have insisted to
me Mr. Ellison’s vow was not a stunt.
“He’s deadly serious,” said a company
executive who claimed to be house
hunting in Tennessee already.

The implications, too, are deadly
serious for the heart and soul of the
entertainment industry. Hollywood has
already lost about 42,000 jobs — about
a third of the labor force — in the past
five years. The midlevel production

Hollywood

jobs that fled to states with better tax

incentives have only started to return
with California improving its tax cred-
its last year.

This skilled work force would resist
pulling up stakes and moving to Ten-
nessee. And top-line talent, actors,
writers and directors who live in Los
Angeles, like the Duffer Brothers of
“Stranger Things” who signed a four-
year deal with Paramount last year,
will be easy pickings for competitors.
As for the mogul class, forget it. Holly-
wood remains an industry that is
tight-knit and relationship-driven. It's
a members-only community that
gathers in reliable spaces, whether the
studio lots, the Hotel Bel-Air, Riviera
golf course or like Craig's.

My candidate for the most unexpected
but also most important word of this
summer of Democratic dissonance
comes from an unlikely source.

‘When a New York Times reporter
asked Abdul El-Sayed, the Democrats’
left-wing Senate nominee in Michigan,
to describe Chuck Schumer, the Senate
minority leader, in one or two words,
he said, “Pragmatic.” This is the same
Dr: El-Sayed who said earlier, “If you're
Chuck Schumer, I'm pretty damn dan-
gerous.”

It seems that two can work the
pragmatic side of the street. For Demo-
crats who hope for a truce in the fac-
tional warfare that has engulfed the
party since the June victories of demo-
cratic socialists in primaries in New
York and Colorado, Dr. El-Sayed’s
single conciliatory word had the ring of
high poetry.

Democratic primary voters in Wis-
consin proved themselves to be prag-
‘matic, too, Last Tuesday, David Crow-
ley, the moderate Milwaukee County
‘executive supported by the departing
governor, Tony Evers, narrowly de-
feated Francesca Hong, a democratic
socialist who had enjoyed a large
polling lead. Mr. Crowley profited from
fears of the state's Democratic rank
and file that Ms. Hong would allow

What is so crazy about this standoff
is that both politicians and business
leaders have been aligned on the need
to bring production back to California
in particular and the United States in
general. Even Donald Trump has
proposed an initiative to bring enter-
tainment production back stateside
(OK, so it's more tariffs).

The front-runner in the California
governor’s race, Xavier Becerra, ap-
pealed to both sides to settle the law-
suit and spare the state, plus whatev-
er’s left of Hollywood. “Let’s be aduits,
not be kids,” he said last Tuesday
“Conference room, not courtroom.”

Last Wednesday, the Directors
Guild of America and IATSE, the
union that represents technicians,
artisans and craftspeople, basically
begged the two sides to settle the
lawsuit and stop the crazy, essentially
saying the brinkmanship had gone too
far: That's how everyone has been
feeling for the past few days: Let's
stop playing chicken with

back into the governor's
mansion — worries aggravated by her
past social media activity. The grab-
ber: In 2020 she said that Thanksgiv-
ing should be canceled and called it a
“colonizer holiday.

In Minnesota’s Democratic primary,
the progressive lieutenant governor,
Peggy Flanagan, comfortably defeated
the moderate representative Angie
Craig. Like Dr. El-Sayed, Ms. Flanagan
ran as a foe of corporate power; she
cast the choice as “the many versus
the money.” But she also had a long
history with the state's Democratic
voters and enjoyed the support of
Senators Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth
Warren (both of whom did not endorse
Ms, Hong), as well as Tina Smith, the
senator she is bidding to replace.

The ideologically split Midwest
verdict may have the salutary effect of
pushing back against the i

L. Ayers summarizes a central lesson
from the theologian Reinhold Niebuhr:
“All people,” Mr. Ayers writes, “are
capable of both self-awareness and
self-deception. Factionalism encour-
ages self-deception and makes it hard
for foes to concede even the valid parts
of their rivals’ story lines.

For starters, the left and the center
have to harmonize their differences in
how they think about Mr. Trump. As
the political writer Ron Brownstein
observed recently, the left typically
argues that while Mr. Trump is danger-
ous, he is more symptom than cause of
— thecountry’s prob-
lems, More centrist

Indueeh Demaocrats tend to
polifcn it insist that the
soemé tuat Trump catastrophe
centrists and is unique in our

the left can history and the
work the crisis the country
pragmatic side  faces is primarily of
of the street. his making.

The answer is
obvious: Mz Trump
is indeed a symp-

tom of something bigger, but he is also

depends above all on the

THALASSARAASCIEFOR THE SEW \OKK TRES

Haley Stevens in

roughly 60 percent of Americans who
are fed up with Mr. Trump. The fury
among Democrats that their leaders
failed twice to keep him out of the
White House is understandable. But
inwardly directed rage won't drive Mr.
Trump's allies from office. It's reveal-
ing that Wisconsin Democrats, who
understood the costs of an eight-year
Republican trifecta of power before Mr.
Evers's 2018 victory, opted for safety
over adventure.

The other central difference between
the center and the left is their theories
of who wins elections. The left is ada-
mant that progressive insurgents can
win closely fought contests; the center
thinks only moderates can.

Centrists are right that more moder-
ate candidates tend to perform better
in swing states and districts (although
some political scientists have noticed a
decline in the impact of ideology). But
the left is right that to win, Democrats
need a more populist approach rooted
in progressive economics. Most moder-
ate Democrats have heard the call. The
lowa Senate candidate Josh Turek

singularly corrupt, and
to

hysterical (and also inaccurate) com-
mentary about a Democratic electorate
in the thrall of a Bastille Day show-

of jobs, movies and media corpora-
tions.

Amid all this, Gov. Gavin Newsom's
press office account congratulated the
Paramount+ streaming service on
Wednesday “for receiving the latest
round of the California Film Tax Cred-
it” for its sequel to the movie “Clue-
less”

Mr. Ellison has not come out looking

good in this uproar: My phone rang all
week with Hollywood players feeling
whipsawed by this merger battle.
There’s also a consensus that Mr.
Bonta is loving his moment in the
spotlight at the possible expense of
getting a deal done. There is also a
chance that the outrageousness of Mr.
Ellison’s threat is exactly what is
necessary to focus everybody on
figuring a way out.

It seems impractical to keep the
merger in limbo for the next several
months until the March trial date. The
feeling in Hollywood is very much
what a senior communications execu-
tive told me this week: People are
worn out. Two years of pandemic, two
years of disruption from labor strikes
and two years of studio consolidation
with jobs disappearing by the thou-
sands.

No one wants more uncertainty, and
certainly no one wants this chaos. And
let’s face it, no one really wants to
move from Beverly Hills to Nashville.

WAXMAN is the founder, chief

SHARON
executive and editor in chief of The
Wrap.

down. The politicians on
both sides of the left-versus-center (or,
if you prefer, insurgent-versus-estab-
lishment) barricades understand that
the only hope Republicans have of
avoiding a devastating defeat this fall
is to keep voters from focusing on
President Trump and their complicity
in his deeply unpopular failures. They
want to make it instead about Demo-
cratic “radicalism” and — ah, that
hallowed shibboleth — “disarray.”

But both sides of the fight will have
to internalize this danger. In his excel-
lent collection of essays “What Caused
the Civil War?" the historian Edward

The left is correct that Democrats
need to offer voters far more than an
end to Trumpism and a restoration of
the earlier status quo. The campaigns
of both Hillary Clinton in 2016 and
Kamala Harris in 2024 counted too
much on voters recognizing Mr.
Trump's awfulness and did not spend
enough time addressing economic
discontent. Whatever the centrists
think of Dr. El-Sayed, his campaign
mantra — “Money out of politics,
money in your pocket” — brilliantly
married disaffection from the political
system with voters’ unhappiness over
their financial circumstances. Ms.
Flanagan's campaign did the same.

But there can be no getting away
from the fact that winning in 2026

P in the Dy = primary
against a candidate to his left, but he is
running on what he calls “a prairie
populist’s platform.”

Mr. Turek’s program embraces,
among other things, “a federal ban on
price gouging on food,” barring “Wall
Street private equity firms from pur-
chasing single-family homes and farm-
land,” promising to “take on Big
Pharma” and “cracking down on unfair
wages” and monopolies. Opposing
corporate power, unfair taxes and
concentrated wealth is now main-
stream.

The left, in turn, must confront the
reality that many of its candidates
have struggled to gain traction with
the very working class for which they
claim to speak. In Michigan, Dr. El-
Sayed overwhelmed his opponent

university towns and among younger
voters and highly educated liberals,
while she carried the Black vote in
Detroit and performed well among
older voters and in working-class
communities,

Since championing workers goes to
the moral and intellectual heart of the
left’s project, well-educated lefties
bridle at charges of elitism. But the
voting patterns are what they are,
and the most electorally successful
politicians on the left have privileged
egalitarian economic policies over
cultural questions.

The two wings of the party agree
on the need to focus on pockethook
issues while finding more politically
sustainable ways of keeping faith with
their commitments to marginalized
groups.

Representative Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez of New York caused a stir on
Sunday when she quoted a fellow
politician who declared, “Woke | was
crazy” Often lost in the accounts is
what she said next: The Woke 1 dis-
cussions “were quite fruitful* Her
point was that the protests of 2020
unleashed a necessary reckoning with
injustice but that the “rhetoric in that
time is not rhetoric that we would use
today.” Progressives, she said, also
‘want to bring crime down.

Call it, well, pragmatism. Or just
learning lessons the hard way. To use
a phrase Ms. Ocasio-Cortez invoked,
the success of a “big tent” party de-
pends on welcoming people inside,
not on finding ways of driving out
everyone who falls short of one fac-
tion’s idea of perfection. Midwest
Democrats seem to get that.

E.L. DIONNE JR. is the author of “Why
Americans Hate Politics,” “Our Divided
Political Heart," “Why the Right Went
Wrong” and, most recently, “1000;
Democracy,” with Miles Rapoport.

In Europe, great rivers are dying

COATES, FROM PAGE 1

the rivers presents not only an eco-
logical hazard but also a major stra-
tegic challenge for Europe, at a time
when fresh problems are as welcome
as old bombs revealed on a riverbed.

Europe is already struggling to deal
with a once-in-a-generation economic
transformation: the rise of Chinese
high-tech manufacturing and electric
vehicles in particular, which threaten
European automotive icons such as
Volkswagen and Porsche.

Simultaneously, it is wrestling with
a major energy transformation as it
seeks to curb its addiction to Russian
gas while pivoting to renewables,
including wind and solar.

In the face of President Trump's
nationalism and the aggression of
President Vladimir Putin of Russia,
Europe is cutting its reliance on U.S.
defense assets in favor of greater
self-reliance. Conflict in the Middle
East and the closing of the Strait of
Hormuz have revealed weaknesses in
supply chains.

In conversations about how to
respond, the buzzwords most over-
used in the European Union’s head-
quarters in Brussels are “strategic
autonomy” — the idea that Europe
will reduce reliance on foreign goods
and military protection, meet the
challenge of a rising China and a
menacing Russia and deploy new
technology to deliver a future that is
greener, wealthier and healthier.

On paper, these are worthy goals.

The problem is that the continent’s
leaders seem to assume that Europe’s
physical geography will remain un-
changed and that the huge advan-
tages afforded by rivers such as the
Rhine and the Danube can be taken

nuclear power plants

Now, it is rapidly becoming clear
that the terrain on which Europeans
live, work and travel is changing be-
fore our eyes.

Rivers can no longer be relied on to
provide an inexpensive, reliable, rela-
tively low-carbon alternative to road
and air freight. Rivers cannot form the
industrial backbone of the European
Union's push for autonomy from Chi-
nese and American supply chains if
they run dry. Nor can they provide
reliable energy independence or guar-
antee food security.

Responding to these changes will
not be easy. Just as the war in Iran is
forcing some Middle Eastern countries
to develop new supply lines and ex-
port routes, Europe needs to think
seriously about how to develop alter-
native transport and energy networks
that reduce its reliance on rivers. That
could take decades and require huge
investment in new infrastructure.
Some places that grew rich through
waterborne trade, such as the German
Rhineland or Rotterdam, may lose out.
And rivers may no longer bind togeth-
er European neighbors in ways that
made it easier to avoid relying on the
outside world.

Take away Europe’s blue highways,
and all the grand talk about building
new industries, finding new trading
partners and generating clean energy
begins to look rather hollow.

One Dutch satirical outlet recently
suggested using firefighting helicop-
ters to refill the Rhine. That may be
unlikely, but it’s clear Europe needs to
begin thinking about its rivers more
radically and more seriously — as a
strategic asset rather than just an
environmental sob story.

for granted. Those in-
clude the ability to transport goods
across the continent at low cost, easy
access to the ports at places such as
Hamburg and Rotterdam, and unlim-
ited access to fresh water for manu-

N

facturing, Pt and cooling

BEN COATES is a columnist for the Dutch
newspaper Algemeen Dagblad and is
the author of books including “The
Rhine: Following Europe’s Greatest
River from Amsterdam to the Alps” and
“The Invention of Amsterdam.”

Exposed sandbanks on the Danube River in Novi Sad, Serbia. Europe’s second-longest
river is now facing record lows, recently measuring just 9 inches deep in Budapest.
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Al baby tracking is booming

BABY MONITORS, FROM PAGE |

with relentless data collection by a for-
profit tech company, the Nanit has al-
ways been a little disconcerting. A
branding consultancy that helped cre-
ate the product’s “visual identity” notes
in a case study on its website: “The cen-
tral challenge in this project was how to
introduce this novel technology to the
parenting market while transcending
the negative connotations of ‘surveil-
lance."”

Millennial and Gen Z parents seem to
have been persuaded. Nanit says it has
one million daily users and annual reve-
nue of more than $100 million. The most
expensive version of its kit costs $474
and roughly $100 a year in subscription
fees. And the market for babytech is
only getting more crowded.

Owlet, Nanit's biggest rival, offers a
$300 pulse oximetry tracker that atta-
ches to a baby's foot through a sock.
Huckleberry, a free app for tracking
feedings and diaper changes, markets a
$120 upgrade membership with “opti-
mized nap predictions” and access to an
artificial intelligence chatbot that after
logging your baby’s habits, can deliver
personalized guidance and pep talks.
CubeAi's $359 Smart Baby Monitor 3
touts “A.l-scheduled lullabies” and
sends alerts when a baby’s face is cov-
ered.

As the products and their promises
proliferate, I've gotten a little unnerved
by how easy it's become to outsource
daily parenting decisions to technology.
The downsides of this rush are mani-
fest: sneakily high costs; the erosion of
parents’ autonomy and self-confidence;
giving sensitive data to corporations.
But there may be no stopping the
growth of babytech as a category. Par-
ents my age and younger are increas-
ingly willing to embrace tracking and
analytics for their children — part of a
broader cultural obsession with health
data and optimization. Nearly half of
Americans own a wearable device, and
the companies that make smart rings
and smart wristbands have valuations
north of §10 billion.

Nanit and its rivals want to own 24/7
health tracking for the sub-four-foot set.
And their already astonishing levels of
baby data collection are just the begin-
ning. Nanit recently raised $50 million
from investors to expand its use of A.L
and use its camera to track speech and
language development, motor skills and
more, while extending its presence in
children’s bedrooms into early adoles-
cence.

My older daughter is now 4 and has
become aware of “the Nanit,” which she
refers to by name. 1 decided I wanted to
know more about the company whose
products stare at my kids all night —
and which has designs to start tracking
them far more.

WHEN I VISITED Nanit's office in downtown
Manhattan recently, I was greeted by
the sight of a lifelike baby doll lyingina
$600 crib under one of the company's
cameras. The doll was clad in a onesie
and a $20 Nanit Breathing Band, which
was printed with a sequence of squares
and diamonds. By analyzing the move-
ment of pixels, the company’s software
can quantify every rise and fall of a
baby's chest and send alerts to parents’
phones if it detects danger.

Nanit was founded in 2014 by Assaf
Glazer, an Israeli who had just com-
pleted a Ph.D. in machine learning and
computer vision at the Technion-Israel
Institute of Technology. Dr. Glazer and
his wife had welcomed their first child,
and he was sleep-deprived. With a
friend, Tor Ivry, who was expecting his
third child, he began to dream up a de-
vice that could identify and analyze
sleep beyond the rudimentary baby
monitors then on the market.

“Nanit" was conjured with words like
“nanny” and “nano” in mind and was
meant to evoke “cutting-edge technol-
ogy for parents” Dr. Glazer has said.
(He is now the chief executive of Vinst,a
food tech start-up in Israel)

Since 2024, Nanit has been led by
Anushka Salinas, 44, the former presi-
dent of Rent the Runway. She oversees
some 150 employees, most of whom are
parents, who work under the tagline,
“Turn second-guessing into: “I've got
this.” When we met at Nanit's office, Ms,
Salinas was wearing an Oura ring and
was also testing a Whoop band, and she
spoke earnestly about how Nanit is “ef-
fectively the child answer” to such de-
vices.

“What's happening with adult track-
ing is beginning to trickle down now ina
much more meaningful way to kids,"
said Ms. Salinas, who has two of her
own. “Kids aren't really starting to wear
Apple Watches and things like that until
around age 10 for the most part, some-
times a little younger. So we really think
of that zero-to-10 for Nanit as kind of the
place that we live."

Sleep tracking and optimization will
remain the base of Nanit’s business, Ms.
Salinas said. But already, the app offers
some health features, such as automati-
cally detecting and recording audio of
coughs that can be shared with pediat-
ricians. The company sees growth po-
tential in giving its app the ability to
weigh in on speech and motor develop-
ment, which Nanit's camera could track
ambiently. Hypothetically, Ms. Salinas
said, the app could flag a delay and offer
parents tips for improvement, like read-
ing more bedtime stories.

Company executives seem to have ab-
solute conviction in the benefits of their
technology. Mr. Ivry, the chief technol-
ogy officer, shared more ideas. What ifa
4-year-old were diagnosed with a medi-

cal condition, and unique patterns from
the Nanit could help explain it? “Maybe
you have a super introverted kid and
you want to understand if some of the
motion patterns when they were babies
kind of predicted that,” he said. “It does-
n't have to be a bad thing"

To hear the companies tell it, the bene-
fits of embracing babytech are life
changing. Nanit has claimed that its us-
ers get 36 extra nights of sleep a year,
because parents feel more confident
shifting babies to their own rooms earli-
er, and that its monitoring can prevent a
baby’s skull from getting flat. The com-
pany has paid for studies on new par-

nanit

parenthood looks
different here

oxygen levels. Now Owlet sells an
ED.A.-cleared Dream Sock, touting
“medical-grade monitoring” that “gives
you real-time visibility into your baby's
wellness, so you know, not guess.”
Some pediatricians have criticized
Owlet for marketing that makes use of
fear — its website includes testimonials
from families who say their babies could
have faced “heart failure” had they not
been wearing its device — and for caus-
ing unnecessary anxiety. When the
Dream Sock malfunctions, parents
think their baby has stopped breathing.
Mr. Workman argues that the stories
about Owlel 's catchmg life-threatening

ents’ sex habits and that buy-
ing a Nanit can lead to more intercourse.
Owlet and Huckleberry claim that more
than 90 percent of their customers enjoy
better sleep.

“Parents are losing a little
bit of the muscle of their
own confidence and

decision-making.”

Kurt Workman, the chief executive of
Owlet, which he co-founded in 2012 in
Utah, told me that he's noticed parents
are asking “way fewer questions on how
the data can be useful, and what it could
mean, and is it safe” The company,
which is public, had revenue of 106 mil-
lion last year and says that more than
2.5 million people have used its prod-
ucts. “We have parents who are like, ‘1
know I can put my baby to sleep when
their heart rate goes below this level,
and they'll stay asleep,'” said Mr. Work-
man. “We're already starting to hack
that”

In 2021, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration sent Mr. Workman a warning let-
ter after finding that Owlet had violated
a federal law with marketing that
veered into the realm of medical de-
vices: Ads for Owlet's Smart Sock prod-
uct had promised the device would alert
parents about dangerous changes in
their children’s pulse rates and blood

proof points.
“That's a real«world langnh!e impact to
‘having access to health technology,” he
said. “It'snot le but to show

IPIOTOGRAIYES I HOROKD MASUIKE/THE NEW YOUK TIMES
Above, a lifelike baby doll greets visitors
to Nanit's office in Manhattan. “What's
happening with adult tracking is begin-
ning to trickle down now in a much more
meaningful way to kids,” said Anushka
Salinas, left, Nanit's chief executive.

ond-floor nursery (and eventually
killed) while five adults were in the
home. A few years later, Zenith Radio
Corporation introduced the first com-
mercial baby monitor. The “Radio
Nurse” was designed to be “on guard”
for babies and the sick and elderly. An
instruction manual read: “If the baby
cries —if the invalid wants a glass of wa-
ter — if there is a fire — if an intruder
enters —YOU KNOW IT INSTANTLY "

Nanit, Owlet and their cumvemm

Distinguishing slop
from human endeavor

TECH FIX

BY BRIAN X. CHEN

Recently, as 1 was scrolling through my
phone, I realized | was suffering from a
new kind of fatigue: slop-induced
burnout. Almost all the posts I was
reading on social media were riddled
with bullet points, emojis and em
dashes. They clearly looked like the
work of a chatbot.

This month, my suspicions were
confirmed by a web tool that is getting
buzz: Pangram, which uses artificial
intelligence to detect when words were
generated with chatbots. Users can
simply paste in a block of text for
Pangram to scan, and the tool calcu-
lates a percentage indicating how
much of the text was churned out by a
bot or written by a person.

1 tested Pangram, which costs $20 a
month, for about a week and tried all
sorts of experiments to challenge the
system. I fed it personal essays along-
side text generated with chatbots
instructed to imitate my writing. 1 also
uploaded social media posts from
LinkedIn and Reddit that I suspected
were A.l-generated. In dozens of tests,
the detector never failed at distin-
guishing slop from human writing.

Though Pangram is one of many A.L
detectors that have hit the market in
recent years, the product stands out
because of its accuracy Pangram says

identify

generated and highlighted the few
sentences that a chatbot had produced.

1 also tried the opposite: sprinkling
some of my writing within paragraphs
of AL slop. Again, Pangram correctly
called out my writing as human and
said the rest of it was A.L

1 tried uploading publicly available
passages from Dickens. Pangram
concluded they were 100 percent hu-
man-written.

I scanned a handful of Linkedin
posts that appeared to have been
written by a machine. Pangram re-
vealed that one tech worker had writ-
ten the introductory sentence of his
post but used A.L to generate the rest.
(I messaged the worker, who sheep-
ishly confirmed this.) The experience
felt empowering.

PICTURE IMPERFECT

1 took a different approach to testing
AL photo detection: 1 uploaded 20
A.l-generated images that had been
widely shared online and debunked by
news outlets into Pangram and Hive
Detect, a similar A.l. image detector.
My sample size was small, but Pan-
gram and Hive Detect failed so quickly
that I didn't see a point in continuing.
(My colleague Stuart Thompson did a
more comprehensive test of A.L. image
scanners this year.)

Hive Detect incorrectly identified
eight of the A.l-generated images as
real, including a recent deepfake that
made the actress Zendaya appear to be
pregnant, a picture

its
9,999 out of 10,000 times whether text
was A.lL-generated; an independent
study by the University of Chicago also
found that the tool was near-perfect
with text. In contrast, past AL text
scanners made glaring errors, includ-
ing the misidentification of writing by
famous authors like Charles Dickens.

At the rate that slop is proliferating
on the web — some studies say 50
percent of online articles are now
artificially generated — A.L detectors
could become the next staple app, akin
to antivirus software, that people will
need to shield themselves from phony,
low-~quality information online.

Technology for scanning A.I. con-
tent, however, still has a long way to
go. Like other A.L detectors, Pangram
isn't very good at its other job: identi-
fying A.l.-generated images, which are
a more potent medium for spreading
misinformation online.

Here’s what you need to know.

HOW A.L DETECTION WORKS

In the same way that A.L chatbots
excel at analyzing patterns in our
creations to replicate writing and
imagery, detectors like Pangram ana-
lyze data collected from A.L models to
decipher the characteristics of A.L-
generated writing and pictures.

For detecting A.L. writing, the meth-
odology is not as simple as looking for
em dashes and bullet points. Every ALl
chatbot, such as Claude, ChatGPT and
Gemini, follows a “decision tree,"
where each word chosen is a decision
that leads to another, said Max Spero,
a founder of Pangram. Accurate detec-
tion of AL writing is rooted in under-
standing how each A.L model’s deci-
sion tree works, which involves gather-
ing an enormous amount of data on
each model, he added.

still operate in this space.
John Mulaney recemly nﬂed on his tod-
dler son's sleep setup, saying his bed-
room looked like a “C.LA. black site”
with a blackout tent over his crib. “1
don't know why we have 24-hour CCTV
footage of my son’s crib. He's not going
anywhere — he sleeps in abag,” he said.

One person who remains oblivious to
all this parental anxiety is my older
daughter. The Nanit is just a feature in
her room. She understands that she can
speak to my husband and me through
the device, whose four red lights blink to
power its night vision, and that we can
see her at night through our phones. I
imagine that she would develop sharper
feelings about the camera if it started to
play an extended role in her life, for
years to come.

Nanit believes that one solution for
lhal as it looks to extend its presence in

that this is real.”

Plus, for all of Nanit's claims and am-
bitions, parents often take to social me-
dia to complain that its most basic data
can be wrong. The camera will flag visits
or cries that didn't actually happen.

Rebekah Diamond, a pediatrician and
assistant professor at Columbia Univer-
sity in New York, worries that parents
who rely on these devices are numbing
their natural instincts and allowing
technology to interfere with one of the
most universal and meaningful of hu-
man experiences.

“I'm very cautious and wary of the big
picture of kid-tracking and health-track-
ing and health monitoring, when it
comes to this hyper-detailed, hyper-ob-
sessive way il seems to be unrolling,”
Ms. Diamond told me, “Parents are los-
ing a little bit of the muscle of their own
confidence and decision-making.”

Inother words, baby-tracking devices
can be infantilizing. “What would you do
if you didn't have this app that said your
baby needs a nap?" Dr. Diamond said.
“You'd look at your baby. And see that
they look tired.”

BABY MONITORS have their rootsin fear. In
1932, American parents were horrified
to learn that Charles A. Lindbergh’s tod-
dler son had been taken from his sec-

beyond toddler-
hood, is new covers, known as “Cam-
mies," that can make the monitor look
like a bunny, a bear or an elephant. Ms.
Salinas said that making the camera
look like a little friend or toy can “gener-
ate alot more love” for it. But she added,
“Each family is going to have to decide
on their own if their child is OK with hav-
ing the camera in the roomas they get to
the age that they're making their own
decisions.”

In her view, this is the start of a new
future, a library of health data from cra-
dle to grave. “The adoption curve accel-
erated significantly over the last few
years,” Ms. Salinas said, “and I expect
that to continue — such that it'll be al-
most every parent that will have some
product like Nanit that will help them
have much richer insights on their child
and who they're becoming

Even before I first met Ms. Salinas, I
had been wondering when to remove
the Nanit from its perch above my older
daughter’s bed. She may simply out-
grow it before my husband and 1 come to
a formal opinion on privacy versus con-
venience. These days, she no longer
naps, and in the mornings she is as likely
to greet us in our own bed as the other
way around. There's still joy on her face,
and I make sure to see it there, rather
than on a screen.

“We're ing their
stylistic fingerprint,” Mr Spero said.

With A.L-generated images, there
are telltale signs, like textures inside
pixels that look rough when they
should be smooth, oversaturated colors
or inconsistencies in lighting.

Some companies behind A.L picture
generators, including OpenAl, An-
thropic and Google, also embed invisi-
ble fingerprints, known as water-
marks, in an image’s metadata to
reveal to detectors that something is
generated with AL

‘Watermarks are also coming soon to
A.l-produced writing, Anthropic an-
nounced last week that it planned to
embed an invisible watermark in writ-
ing produced by its Claude chatbot to
help people detect its A.L-generated
text. The move was a response to-

Union il

= of Senator Mitch

Son;)ﬂmhu McConnell on a
say; tof hospital bed and a
petcEnt/on) photo depicting a
online articles  ireet sign in San
are now ALl Francisco that sug-
generated. gested it was OK to

steal goods under

$950 from stores.

Pangram incorrectly identified two
AL images, including the one of Mr.
McConnell and the phony sign in San
Francisco. But the tool also declined to
scan four images that looked violent or
were too low quality to make a guess.

Both detectors correctly flagged
some famous fakes, including a photo
portraying the wedding of Zendaya
and her “Spider-Man" co-star Tom
Holland, a photo of President Trump
holding a girl during his visit to China
and a photo of the Clintons partying
with Jeffrey Epstein.

Hive said that in some of my tests,
such as the photo of Mr. McConnell, 1
may have scanned a copy of the image
shared on social media lacking details
of the original, which could lead to an
incorrect result. My concern with this
rationale is that by the time most
people see A.L slop online, the image is
either a screenshot of the original or
has been automatically shrunk down
by the social media platform. If that's
all it takes to thwart A.L detectors, the
technology is pretty unhelpful.

Mr. Spero of Pangram said he was
surprised that his tool had failed to flag
the image of Mr. McConnell but added
that A.L image detection was a new,
unfinished feature for the product. In
his company'’s tests of 43 A.l. images,
he said, Pangram correctly identified
41

THE BOTTOM LINE

Despite Pangram’s issues with spotting
AL imagery, its proficiency in detect-
ing bot-produced words will make it
very useful for sniffing out annoyances
like A.L-written email scams, phony
online reviews and uninteresting
LinkedIn posts.

A.L-produced photos, which spread
rapidly online, remain a much greater
problem. Hany Farid, a professor at
Dartmouth in New Hampshire and a
founder of GetReal Security, a com-
pany that verifies the authenticity of
digital content, said he had run his own
quick experiment with Pangram’s
image scanner. He uploaded five A.l-
generated wartime photos, and Pan-
gram flagged three.

Dr:. Farid said distinguishing fake
and real photos was extremely hard
bemuse an image could be distorted

lransparency of AL content; other AL
companies are expected to follow suit.

TESTING WORDS

1 ran about 50 tests on Pangram's word
detector. I tried pasting passages of my
personal writing with some A.L-gener-
ated sentences sandwiched in be-
tween. Pangram correctly detected
that the prose was mostly human

in many different
ways. In his research, visual A.1. detec-
tors generally were still too flawed.

For now, he suggested that people
rely on trusted media outlets for real
information.

“Stop getting your news from social
media,” Dr. Farid said. “An assumption
that most of what you are seeing is
fake is probably pretty good right
now."
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The Chicago Board of Educa-
tion adopted a $10 billion budget
last month that banks on $150
million in state funds that may
never materialize. Now, school
board members have placed two
advisory questions on the Novem-
berballot aimed at putting pres-
sure on city and state officials to
pony up.

One question will ask voters
whether they support a state-
wide millionaires tax. A second
question about imposing financial
penalties on owners of vacant lots
also was approved at an Aug. 13
meeting,

Nonbinding referenda, also
referred to as advisory questions,
have no legal weight and the
outcomes don’t change policy. But
they do provide some value for
voters and elected officials alike.
For us regular folks, we get the
opportunity to share our opinion
onimportant issues. That sends
asignal to the people calling the

hots, helping inform policymak-
ing.

But another millionaires tax
referendum? We've been down
this road before.

Springfield earlier this year
considered putting a constitu-
tional amendment for a million-
aires tax on the November ballot
and took a pass. There is little
mystery about how Chicago
would vote on a millionaires tax —
it’s popular here.

Butit is hardly the only issue
that matters to voters. You'd be
hard-pressed to figure that out
based on the ballot alone, and
that’s by design.

Government bodies can place
authorized advisory questions
on theballot through a vote. If
anordinary person — or a group
of concerned citizens — wanted
the same opportunity to place
areasonable question before
Chicago voters, Illinois law
requires citizen petitioners to

EDITORIALS

Another millionaires tax referendum? We have
some questions we’'d rather ask Chicago voters

;l‘l

An empty voting booth on March 17 at the Boathouse, Park #571 in Chicago. ANTONIO PEREZ/TRIBUNE

collect signatures equal to 8%
of the votes cast for governor in
the municipality in the preced-
ing gubernatorial election. In
Chicago, that’s well over 50,000
signatures.

‘We understand that some
signature threshold makes sense
toweed out unserious questions,
but the current rules present a
formidable barrier for ordinary
citizens and should be re-evalu-
ated.

‘Wouldn’t it be more useful to
gauge the voting public’s thoughts
onimportant issues of the day?

Here are some of the questions
that we think should be put to
voters:

B When Chicago faces abudget
deficit, should city leaders be
required to identify spending

reductions before proposing new
taxes or fees?

Budget deficits are a perennial
problem in Chicago (and Illinois),
whether it’s the school district
or the city itself. Budget season
brings with it the well-warranted
concern that more tax hikes
are on the horizon. That’s not
ahealthy ecosystem for regu-
lar folks and businesses. We'd be
interested to see where voters
fall on this question, because we
suspect many people would be
motivated to send a message to
officials that it’s time to tighten
the proverbial belt instead of
constantly asking taxpayers for

more.
W Should Chicago be required
to seek voter approval before
increasing its property-tax levy

above the rate of inflation?

Justlike budget season, prop-
erty tax season comes witha
near-guarantee that parts of the
city will see their bills go up. Over
the past three decades, total prop-
erty tax levies in Cook County
rose at roughly twice the pace of
inflation and considerably more
than average wages, according
toresearch released in March by
Cook County Treasurer Maria
Pappas. Ouch.
B Should Chicago reduce taxes,
fees and regulatory barriers
to encourage construction of
more housing and help address
the city’s housing affordability
problem?

Buyers and renters alike are
struggling with housing costs,
while Chicago isn’t building

enough new homes to meet
demand. If we need more hous-
ing, voters should be able to offer
guidance on solutions that would
encourage shovels in the ground.
B Should Chicago Public Schools
close or consolidate severely
underenrolled schools and redi-
rect the savings toward students
in remaining schools?

Now here is a question whose
answer we'd genuinely like to
know. Chicago Public Schools
has about 50 schools deemed
“severely underutilized,” mean-
ing student enrollmentis at 33%
of capacity or less. That carries
significant challenges notonly
for student well-being but also
significant costs. The Civic Feder-
ation reported that the average
per-student operating cost among
severely underutilized high
schools is nearly $36,000 annu-
ally, $12,338 more than s spenton
average at efficient schools.

B Should the state of Illinois be
allowed to impose new mandates
on Chicago without providing
the money necessary to pay for
them?

Unfunded mandates aggravate
officials in nearly every city and
village across the state. Espe-
cially in Chicago, where the city
last year had to swallow a state
pension-sweetener law that
added more than $11 billion to
the city’s preexisting mountain
of pension liabilities. If Chicago
school board members really want
to send a message to Springfield,
this isa good one to tackle.

‘We aren’t suggesting we know
how Chicagoans would answer
all of these questions. That’s
precisely the point, and exactly
why advisory questions exist in
the first place. This tool should
be used to tell politicians some-
thing they didn’t already know,
notused as a prop to rally support
for something they’ve already
decided.

Brandon Johnson does the right thing on pensions

‘We don’t know if Chicago’s
current-year budget shortfall
has changed appreciably froma
month ago, when the city’s chief
financial officer at the time said
the full advance pension payment
that had been budgeted might not
be made.

Butit’s good news nonetheless
that Mayor Brandon Johnson last
week assured bond investors that
his administration indeed will
follow through before the yearis
out.

Ifit seems like Johnson and the
City Council majority bloc that
passed the 2026 budget over his

objections have been continuing
to wage that battle ever since, it’s
because they have. One of the key
areas of disagreement between the
two sides was whether to continue
to plow more than the minimum
thelaw requires into the city’s
four dramatically underfunded
pension funds, a practice begun
under Mayor Lori Lightfoot.
Johnson last year initially
proposed lowering the advance
payment to $121 million from
about $260 million the year
before. But the council majority
insisted on the full $260 million.
Then the administration made

just $130 million of the budgeted
$260 million in January and

said it would pay the remainder
later in the year. So aldermanic
opponents of the mayor reacted
strongly when Steven Mahr, then
Johnson’s acting CFO, hedged last
month on whether the city would
make good.

Mahr left his post late last
month, and his permanent
replacement, former Fitch
Ratings Senior Director Ashlee
Gabrysch, starts later this month.

So the city’s annual meeting
with the investment community
came at an inconvenient time

given the personnel upheaval
on the fifth floor. Johnson, in
his address, quickly ended the
uncertainty, saying the city was
only waiting for Cook County to
distribute delayed property tax
revenues to make the payment.

“Because of property tax delays
from the county, it’s a question of
when, notif,” he said.

Alders who pushed last year
for the full amount weren’t giving
Johnson kudos. “It took sustained
pressure from our coalition to
move him to action,” 39th Ward
Ald. Samantha Nugent said ina
statement. “That’s not leadership.

It’s catch-up.”

We suspect she’s correct. And
it's a credit to that aldermanic
bloc, which includes council
members of all ethnicities from
every side of the city, thatit’shung
together in the face of frequent
mayoral criticism and pressure.

But the outcome stillis posi-
tive and worthy of note. The last
thing this administration should
be doingat a time when Chicago’s
credit rating is hanging by a thread
is give analysts more fodder for
future downgrades to add to the
four Johnson already has amassed
on his three-year watch.

ON THIS DAY 6 YEARS AGO: FOXX'S TRAIL
OF MANIPULATION IN SMOLLETT CASE

‘We don’t know why Cook
County State’s Attorney Kim Foxx
went to bat for TV actor Jussie
Smollett. But now, with Monday’s
release of a damning statement
from special prosecutor Dan
‘Webb, we have an independent
review examining how Foxx
blew this case: She cut aspecial
deal for a celebrity defendant and
misled the public numerous times
about her actions. Worse, she
made amockery of a prosecutor’s
supposedly equitable treatment
of all defendants.

Afterinvestigating for nearly
ayear, Webb cleared Foxx and
her office of potential criminal
conduct and said he found no sign
thatanyone tried to improperly
influence Foxx and her colleagues.
... Otherwise, we see confirmation
of what we suspected at the time:
the tale of a county prosecutor
who cheated the public of a fair
and just legal process and shred-
ded her credibility in a failed effort
to make a high-profile criminal
case disappear....

‘Webb's statement, released
ahead of a fuller report, blows
holes in Foxx’s defense. Webb
doesn’t cite mere mistakes or
miscalculations. He lays outa
pattern of lies, improper steps
and evasions by Foxx’s office that
appear designed to get the result

for Smollett she wanted while
shielding her office from criti-
cism....

‘When Foxx dropped the
charges, she bypassed familiar
procedures and requirements by
not requiring Smollett to admit
guiltor pay asignificant fine.
Other attorneys in the criminal
justice system were shocked by
the kid glove treatment, Webb
found, considering that nothing
had changed in the prosecution’s
case in the days after the indict-
ments came down. Foxx’s office
provided no warning to the public,
or the Chicago Police Department,
that it was dropping the charges.....

The damage Foxx has done to
herintegrity and her office is real.
How do citizens continue to trust
what Kim Foxx says?

The people of Chicago and
Cook County deserve a justice
system that gives defendants
equal treatment. Kim Foxx
instead gave asweetdealtoa
celebrity defendant charged
with 16 felonies. Then she was
untruthful about the path leading
to that decision. That’s the stark
takeaway that everyone follow-
ing this case should ponder.

Did she forfeit the trust of Cook
County residents? And for what?
Tribune editorial board,
Aug. 18,2020
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Women’s sports need more than fans.

They need more players
o

By Lindsay Davenport
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

‘Women’s sports have never
‘been more popular with spec-
tators, WNBA franchise valua-
tions are soaring. The most recent
March Madness and Winter
Olympics both broke viewership
records for women’s events.

Participation among younger
girls has surged in recent years —
fueled by the visibility of mega-
stars such as Simone Biles, Serena
‘Williams and Caitlin Clark. But
the opportunity now is to make
that momentum last beyond
adolescence, when school teams
disappear and women lose the
structures that made sports a
regular part of their lives.

Too often, participation fades
justas the lifelong benefits begin.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
nearly half of American women
aren’t getting enough leisure-time
physical activity to meet basic
health guidelines. And today, adult
men are nearly twice as likely as
women to have played asportin
the pastyear.

‘Women ought to be playing
more sports because even just
acouple ofhours a week can
provide significant benefits for
physical health, mental health and
overall well-being — and they're
fun and social and can be played at
any stage in life.

Sports are among the most
effective forms of physical activity
we have. A 25-year study by U.S.
and Denmark researchers found
that social sports such as tennis,
badminton and soccer can add
anaverage of nearly seven years
oflife expectancy to individuals’
lives, compared to the life expec-
tancy of their sedentary peers.

Even modest participation can
have ameasurable impact. Just
three hours per week of racquet
sports, for example, is associated
witha 56% reduction in cardio-
vascular mortality and a 47%
reduction in all-cause mortality.

Sports are one of the few activ-
ities that consistently combine
exercise with built-in social inter-
action — two factors that are inde-
pendently linked to better mental
health.

Adults who participate in group
sports report lower levels of stress,
anxiety and depression over time.
For women, who are diagnosed
with depression at nearly twice
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A Chicago Sky fan cheers during pregame activities at the WNBA All-Star Game at the United Center on July 25 in Chicago. JOHN J. KIM/TRIBUNE

the rate of men, those benefits

are especially meaningful. A 2021
longitudinal study found that
adults who belonged toa sport or
exercise group reported signifi-
cantly fewer symptoms of depres-
sionup to four years later.

Regular sports also build confi-
dence. It may come as no surprise
that 94% of women leaders in
C-Suite roles played sports in
college. Sports reward discipline,
resilience, teamwork and strategic
decision-making — even ifit’s just
acouple ofhours aweek.

But the challenge isn’t that
women don’t want to play. It's
that once women leave organized
sports, there are few obvious ways
toreturn. Recreational leagues
can be intimidating, are often
male-dominated and require a
level of skill too high for casual
players.

Some sports lower those barri-
ers more effectively than others.
Tennis is one of them.

‘Women make up roughly 43%
of all annual tennis players — one
of the highest shares across popu-
lar sports — making it far more
likely that abeginner can find a
partner atasimilar level.

It’s also widely accessible:
There are nearly 270,000 courts
across the U.S., many of them
public. The cost of entry isrela-
tively low, too —a partner, a
racquet, ahandful of ballsand
access toa courtare all that’s
needed to try it out.

Just as important, tennis is
asport people can play at any
age. Unlike many high-impact
team sports, it can be adapted to
different fitness and ability levels,
making it a practical long-term
option for adults who want to stay
active over decades.

Italso bolsters community at
almostany phase oflife. A doubles
group can become alanding place
after amove, a weekly anchor
amid abusy worklife or anew

social circle in retirement.

‘Tennis is a sport people tend to
stick with. U.S. tennis participa-
tion has grown for six consecutive
years, and more than 20 million
players returned to the courtin
2025 — evidence thatonce people
start playing, most keep coming
back.

And its health benefits might
be part of the reason why. In the
same long-term study, tennis was
associated with a 9.7-year increase
inlife expectancy —nearly double
the gain observed for many other
forms of exercise. And with adult
women making up roughly 80% of
those with osteoporosis, tennis’s
natural weight-bearing style of
play helps promote bone density,
for early and late starters alike.

Tennis also delivers a holis-
tic workout that is sustainable
and, frankly, fun. One hour of
tennis can burn from 500 to 800
calories — about the same as one
hour of running on a treadmill.

And because the whole body is
involved, tennis improves muscle
composition, grip strength and
coordination.

‘Women'’s sports shouldn’t be
thriving only in stadiums and on
TV.As demand for jerseys and
ticket prices rise, so should casual
participation. And while tennis is
hardly the only option, it delivers
precisely what many adult women
need more of: asport that s acces-
sible, social, physically sustainable
and genuinely enjoyable.

Lindsay Davenport is a former
world No. 1 on the WTA Tour, a
three-time Grand Slam singles
champion, a three-time major
doubles champion and the
1996 women'’s singles Olympic
gold medalist. Davenport, an
International Tennis Hall of
Famer, is the captain of the U.S.
Billie Jean King Cup team and
serves as a commentator and
analyst for the Tennis Channel.

Lake swimming restores me. But a divide exists in Chicago

By Michael McColly
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

They often come to me on my
swims along Chicago’s lakefront,
the memories of my parents
teaching me to swim. As T tunnel
through the calm morning water
lapping the beaches of Rogers
Park, itis as if my parents have
returned to swim by my side, still
needing to watch over me.

Though Ilearned to swim in the
lakes and ponds of Indiana, it was
here in Chicago where I became
alake swimmer, amember ofa
unique tribe for whom swimming
is more than just an exercise. It
is something closer to a spiritual
practice, aritual to observe in the
sanctuary of Lake Michigan.

Iremember the day I was initi-
ated into this tribe. It was a late
October afternoon while I was
walking along the lakefront at
Promontory Point in Hyde Park,
stopping and staring at the lake, as T
often did in those first months after
moving to the South Side to attend
divinity school. Well off shore,
heads were bobbing in the undu-
lating waves. I couldn’t believe
that anyone would be swimming
insuch cold water and so far out.

Alarmed, Ilooked around
thinking I should alert someone
and call the police. But slowly the
four swimmers made their way
in and hoisted themselves up
onto the rocks. To my shock, they
were not young. I watched them
in awe towel offand dress, two
sturdy women with thick arms
and their partners, two husky
men with gray hair sticking out of
theirbroad happy chests. When1
asked if the water was cold, aman
dismissed my worry with a wave
ofhis hand and proudly informed
me. “Cold? Nah. Good for you!”

From the South Side to the
North Side, from the beaches and
concrete boardwalks between,

T have taken refuge in this lake,
swimming to think and not think,
to escape and to remember, but
mostly to be healed by the curative
powers of this bady of water the
Ojibwaaptly named Michigami,
or “great water;” so great in fact
that itis visible from the moon.

Iam not alone among my tribe
who swim to maintain their
health and sanity. We who live
with chronic conditions, suffer
from trauma and work the steps
of recovery, we swim to feel our
agency, we swim to feel our joy and
‘we swim to feel our bodies alive.

Exercise physiologists are
discovering what swimmers have
always known: Swimming, partic-
ularlyin fresh water, isa perfect
exercise with multiple benefits
for the mind and body. Engag-
ingalmost every muscle in the
body, swimming develops core
strength and flexibility, expands
lung capacity and respiration,
enhances stamina and cardiovas-
cularhealth, aids in the function
of the immune system, helps in
weight management and is easy
on the joints. Swimmingalso
reduces stress as thythmic breath-
ing and movement trigger the
release of brain chemicals such as
endorphins and dopamine, which
produce a sense of euphoria and
well-being.

But as summer brings domes
of heat over this city of bricks and
concrete, not all Chicagoans can
find relief and pleasure in the
cool waters of Lake Michigan or
in the neighborhood pools far
from the beaches. For most resi-
dents here as well as across the
country, swimming is an exclu-
sive type of recreation, not just
because people don’t know how
to swim but because they have
never had the opportunity to
learn. Structural inequalities and
socioeconomic factors continue
to determine who can enjoy the
benefits of recreational swimming
and who cannot. And this explains
partof the reason why swimming
asaformofrecreationis onthe
decline across the U.S.

According to surveys taken
by the American Red Cross and
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, well over half of
adults in the US (56%) have never
had formal swimminglessons and
can't pass a basic skills test. For
Black and Hispanics adults, the

percentage is much higher. There
isagender gap, too, with women
less likely to have learned how to
swim than men.

For many children in Chicago
as well, swimming lessons are a
luxury that their parents can’t
afford. Ina study done by Lurie
Children’s Hospital a few years
ago, researchers canvassed
parents in all 77 neighborhoods
and found that 46% of children
had never been exposed to water
safety or swimming lessons. This
isatragedy, as learning to swim
for children not only aids in their
physical and emotional develop-
ment but is also a lifelong skill that
will benefit them as well as their
children in the years ahead. More-
over, with drowning deaths on the
rise among those under the age of
19, at nearly 900 deaths every year,
learning to swim can be a matter
oflife and death.

‘When I am not swimming in the
lake, Ijoin my fellow lap swim-
mers at the nearby YMCA. There,
Thave taught swimming to chil-

Sohibl Sky,
35, swims
inLake
Michigan
near
Montrose
Harbor on
Aug. 28,
2025,in
Chicago.
ARMANDOL.
SANCHEZ/
CHICAGO
TRIBUNE

dren and adults. What joy there
isin witnessing children learning
to swim, their fears and strug-
glinglittle bodies giving way to
confidence and smoother strokes.
But working with adults of every
age, gender and body type, Iwas
moved and inspired in ways I
didn’t expect. When a woman,
who'd told me it had always been
her dream to learn how to swim,
finally made it across the pool by
herself, her triumphant tears sent
ashiver down my spine.

And while teaching swimmers
to float, my hand holding them
up, I realized I was passing on the
lessons I had learned from my
mother years ago in the shallows
ofan Indiana lake.

Michael McColly, a Chicagoan, is
the author of the book “Walking
Chicago’s Coast: A 63-Mile
Journey to the Indiana Dunes.”
He also is a former instructor

in the creative writing graduate
program at Northwestern
University.
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Israel can no longer deny the shift in US politics

Daniel DePetris

‘When an Israeli prime minister
jets into Washington for a meeting
with the president of the United
States, the red carpet is typically
rolled.

Butwhen Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu visited
President Donald Trump on July
29, that was not the welcome he
received. Instead, the veteran
pol, who was in town for U.S.

Sen. Lindsey Graham’s memo-
rial service, kept his head down,
afraid of further irking an Amer-
ican commander in chief who
has often expressed displea-
sure toward Israeli policy in the
Middle East.

This anecdote underscores
afact that is becoming increas-
ingly undeniable for Israel: The
country is no longer immune from
criticism. Congressional candi-
dates who in the past would have
been ostracized as extremists
for even suggesting a modest cut
in U.S. military aid to Israel are
now in the mainstream, ousting
more establishment politicians
in primary races. Progressive
candidates in the Democratic
Party have kicked out big-money
incumbents in deep-blue New
York City, Colorado and Michi-
gan, where Abdul El-Sayed bested
an opponent who had amuch
larger campaign war chest cour-
tesy of the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee, better known
as ATPAC.

Even the Democratic political
establishment is beginning to see
‘which way the wind is blowing.
Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer, one of the most stal-
wart allies of the Jewish state in
Congress, lambasted Netanyahu
on the Senate floor duringa
March 2024 speech and encour-
aged Israelis to elect anew
government. Rahm Emanuel,
aformer congressman, White
House chief of staff and mayor of
Chicago, made astop at Tel Aviv
University in July to excoriate
Netanyahu for turning Israel into
an international outcast.

The politicians are not lead-
ing the way here. Rather, they’re
merely following where the
American electorate is trending, If
the polls are any indication, Amer-
icans in general are disgusted with
‘Washington’s Israel policy. There
is a significant shift away from
the unconditional support U.S.
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, and CIA Director John Ratcliffe arrive for the funeral of Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., at Washington
National Cathedral on July 28. ALEX BRANDON/AP

administrations of both political
parties have offered Israel since
its foundingin 1948. One July
survey from the AP-NORC Center
for Public Affairs Research finds
that 58% of Democrats, includ-
ing 51% of Jewish Democrats,
believe the U.S. is too support-

ive of Israel — up 13 percentage
points from January 2024. Asked
by Quinnipiac University whether
the U.S. was giving Israel too
much support, 48% of Ameri-
cans replied in the affirmative, the
‘highest number since the question
was asked nearly a decade ago.
Netanyahu is particularly loathed;
nearly half of Americans believe
he should be arrested on war
crime charges if he entered the
United States.

Netanyahu may take comfort
in the fact that it’s just Demo-
crats souring on Israel rather
than America’s two-party system
writ large. However, though the
Republican Party remains highly
sympathetic toward Israel, even
this support isn’t as monolithic
as it may seem. The generational
divide within Trump’s MAGA
movement is notable. In total, only
11% of Trump voters view the U.S.

astoo closely aligned with Israel’s
current government. Yet for those
below the age of 35, the figure

nearly triples to 32%.

called Netanyahu and screamed
at him.

Vice President JD Vance, a
prospective 2028 Republican
idential did:

The Trump ad -ation, of

has gone

course, continues to argue that
Israel has no greater friend than
the current occupant of the Oval
Office. But sometimes being a
friend means speaking hard truths
when Israeli policy goes astray or
outright jeopardizes what Wash-
ington seeks to achieve in the
Middle East.

In terms of rhetoric, one can
make an argument that Trump is
far tougher on the Israelis than
Joe Biden ever was. When in
September Israel tried to assassi-
nate a top Hamas official in Qatar,
the country that was mediat-
ingtalks to end the war in Gaza,
Trump rightly condemned the
attack, scolded Netanyahu for his
stupidity and forced him to apol-
ogize to Qatari Prime Minister
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman Al Thani when the Israeli
premier was in the White House.
This June, when the Israeli air
force bombarded Beirut and
risked collapsing Washington’s
peace talks with Iran, Trump

P
even further than Trump at times
by alleging publicly that Netanya-
hu’s government is deliberately
trying to torpedo the Trump
administration’s diplomatic
efforts in the Middle East. He’s
onto something. When Trump
signed the memorandum of
understanding with Iran, right-
wing allies of the Israeli govern-
ment took to the airwaves to
ridicule the Americans for lifting
sanctions on the Iranian oil indus-
try and potentially unlocking
billions of dollars in Iranian assets.
Vance didn’t appreciate the noise
and took to Joe Rogan’s podcast to
wave his finger.

“There are some people within
their system, we know beyond
ashadow of adoubt, who are
manipulatingand trying to change
American public opinion to keep
the war going on indefinitely,”
Vance said.

Vance has had a consistent
rejoinder for those in Israel who
continue to oppose the admin-

istration’s negotiations with
Tehran: ifyou don’t have a work-
able alternative, then stop talking,

None of this is to suggest the
U.S.-Israel relationship is in
danger of acomplete rupture. The
Democratic Socialists of America
may be on the upswing;, but that
organization’s position on Israel —
ineffect treating it as arevisionist
state ala North Korea — still holds
little traction on Capitol Hill.

However, the frequent U.S. mili-
tary supplemental packages for
Israel, the $3.8 billion a year in U.S.
defense aid to the Israeli armed
forces and the unflinching U.S.
diplomatic endorsement of what-
ever Israel chooses todo in the
Middle East are now the politics
and policy of yesteryear. Anybody
hoping that a Netanyahu defeat
in October and the emergence
of aless controversial successor
will reset the table is likely fooling
themselves.

The U.S-Israel relationship is
bound to be normal rather than
extraordinary. Get used to it.

Daniel DePetris is a fellow at
Defense Priorities and a foreign
airs columnist for the Tribune.

Voice of the People

I may move on from Bears

For 20 years, I've followed the
Chicago Bears, with only seven
winning seasons to show for
it. During that same period, a
neighboring team, whose name
I shall not mention, enjoyed 20
winning seasons, playing in the
same weather. But I stuck with
the Bears, not based on winning
seasons, but because of good
memories (especially the Dennis
Greenrant) and with hopes for
the future.

That’s why I am disappointed
by the Bears management’s arro-
gance in the new stadium location
search, playing one site against the
other. The priority was to deter-
mine which package of incentives
contributed to the bestbottom
line for the team, without consid-
ering the fans, who buy tickets and
watch games.

And I am angered by George
McCaskey’s recent comment that
Bears fans need to make an adjust-
ment to the Indiana stadium
location. I've commuted to that
area and don’t think thatitisa
good location for entertainment
venues.

Tknow that players and some-
times teams move. I remember
the Browns, Rams, Titans, Raiders
and, yes, the Colts. There are other
winning football teams to follow.

Imight move on, and yes, I'll
adjust.

— Alan McCurdy, South Elgin

Let Bears go to Indiana

Professional sports teams and
their owners are worth billions of
dollars, with the netvalue of the
Chicago Bears and the McCaskey
family valued at $8.2 billion and
$1.2 billion, respectively. Yet they
have petitioned the state and city
to foot the bill for their proposed
stadium. Why can’t they foot the
bill? ’'m sure they would get tax
breaks from the state.

But think about it. When they
remodeled Soldier Field, they
picked out the design (abad
one), and they could have made
changes tokeep up with the times,
and they could have put adome on
the stadium. But no, they'd rather
cryabout the costs, which they

Bears Chairman George McCaskey speaks Thursday during training
camp at Halas Hall in Lake Forest. BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

could foot easily.

‘When the Cubs and the Ricketts
family asked for money from the
state and city, they were told no.
Yet, they have made changes to
Wrigley Field on their own. Why
can’t the Bears do that?

If they want to move to Indiana
so badly, they should lose the right
to keep “Chicago” in their name.
Perhaps the Hammond Hoosiers
would be more appropriate.

— Janice A. Wachtler, Chicago

Tired of drama and greed

Am 1 the only person who
thinks the McCaskey family and
Bears President and CEO Kevin
‘Warren should end this charade
of a negotiation and move their
beloved Bears to Hammond? Like
many in the Chicago metropolitan
area, I am tired of the drama and
thegreed.

Many NFL team owners pay for
their own stadiums and leave the
taxpayers out of the equation. The
McCaskeys, unfortunately, seem
to think that every Chicago and
Illinois resident need the Bears
here to survive. Ina time when
many citizens are just trying to
make ends meet to pay their bills,
provide for their children and put
food on the table, the last thing

they care about is the greed of an
NFL franchise.

Assoon as the “Chicago” Bears
leave Chicago for Hammond,
acountdown will begin for the
next NFL franchise to relocate to
Chicago. Remember the Balti-
more Colts’ move to Indianapo-
lis under the cover of darkness?
Later, the Baltimore Ravens were
born. There were the Oakland
Raiders, then the Los Angeles
Raiders, then the Oakland Raiders
and now the Las Vegas Raiders.
The Chargers left San Diego for
LA

Trust me, Chicagoans, there are
many NFL franchises that would
love the fanbase in Chicago and
be more than willing to play in
Soldier Field while personally
financing the construction ofa
new state-of-the-art stadium. The
McCaskey family is justnot one
ofthem.

The McCaskeys say they want
toimprove the fan experience.
Thatis a cop-out. What they want
isto fleece their most loyal fans
— firstin tax guarantees from the
state, which the residents will
ultimately pay for, and second, to
increase the price of a ticket.

Now I hope the Bears succeed
asateam. The players are not

responsible for the whims of their
ownership. They’re paid to play
the game and not get involved
in ownership decisions. But
ponder this: If the Bears move to
Hammond and win a Super Bowl
while they’re there, that Super
Bowl parade will be quite a spec-
tacle in the downtown streets
of Hammond. That's when the
governor of llinois and the mayor
of Chicago will get the last laugh.
Our downtown streets are only
for Chicago teams who playin
Chicago. Go figure.
— Mark Zavagnin, La Grange
Park

Let’s just annex Hammond
How do Chicago and Illinois
solve the Chicago Bears problem?

Tllinois first annexes Hammond,
then allows Southern Illinois to be
annexed by Indiana, and every-
body will be happy. The Bears will
still be the Chicago Bears, and
Southern Illinois will not have

its tax dollars go to supporting
Chicago.

— Jerome C. Malon, Chicago

but will also help perpetuate the
myth of student athletes that
degrades academic integrity.
Unfortunately, the implementa-
tion of this extraordinary gift will
not enhance but will likely detract
from Northwestern’s reputation
as a world-class academic univer-
sity.
— Frank G. Splitt, former
Northwestern University faculty
fellow, Mount Prospect

Fighter jets as entertainment
1live in an old house directly
under the flight path used by the
jets performing for the Chicago
Air & Water Show. When my
windows rattle and my house
shakes as they pass overhead,
I can’t shake this thought:
Anywhere else in the world, that
deafening roar would announce
that hellfire was about to rain
down on all those hearing it.

It most certainly was the last
sound more than 100 Iranian
schoolchildren heard before
they were incinerated in Febru-
ary. Including these high-tech
killing machines in the air show

D 0 Nor n
The print headline “A broken
system” for the editorial on failed
Tllinois government rules against
harassment appeared at the top of
the Aug. 16 Opinion section front
page. The words could just as
well served as a headline for one
of the Quotes of the Week at the
bottom of the page, specifically
the quote by Liz and Dick Uihlein
who donated $35 million to
Northwestern’s football program.
To wit: “To us, Northwestern
University is Chicago. Chicago
loves sports and we need Wild-
cat Football to be competitive.
We are pleased to support the
university as it enters an exciting
new era”

For Northwestern tobe
competitive in today’s profession-
alized college sports business, the
Uihleins’ gift will not only be used
to recruit for-hire college athletes,

—asenter for public
consumption — is as obscene a
statement as our government
could possibly make.

— Richard Wetzel, Chicago

What bus riders showed me
Friday evening, after enjoying
the music of the Grant Park Music
Festival, I boarded abus to return

home. While I was reaching to
pull down a seat, the bus lurched,
and I lost my balance. Immedi-
ately, other riders steadied me
and helped me sit down. None of
these people questioned whether
I wasright- or left-leaning, rich or
poor, or Black or white, but saw
me only as a person who needed
ahand.

Chicago is touted as the city that
works, but I prefer to think of itas
acity that cares.

Thank you, Chicago.

— Mary Ann McGinley, Wilmette

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/letters.
Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicago
tribune.com. Include your full name, address and phone number.
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Xi Jinping tribute
to Jiang Zemin
reinforces unity

resident Xi Jinping’s tribute to former Chinese
P leader Jiang Zemin on the centenary of his birth,

during a commemoration ceremony in the Great
Hall of the People, was more than him paying his
respects to a predecessor he had previously hailed as
an “outstanding leader™ of the nation. It can also be
seen against the backdrop of a crucial year in the
run-up to the Communist Party’s 21st national
congress, with a new line-up for some key leadership
positions expected, as well as a period of intense rivalry
with the United States. By honouring Jiang, Xi used the
oceasion to highlight party unity and continuity of party
policy.

Xi led the commemoration with a 40-minute address
to officials and delegates from various sectors at a
ceremony that highlighted Jiang’s contribution to the
party and the country. Jiang’s leadership during difficult
times, such as the post-1989 political turmoil, the
collapse of the Soviet Union and the Asian financial
crisis, his steadfast support for anti-corruption efforts
and his astute assessment of complex internal and
external challenges all mean a lot to the current
leadership. The collapse of the Soviet bloc in 1991 was a
major challenge, leaving China one of the few major
socialist countries in the world. It took a lot of self-belief
and conviction to keep the party united and strong.

Times change, and so have the challenges facing
China and its leaders. By commemorating Jiang, Xi is
sending a strong signal that China’s reform will
continue. Nothing will change the Communist Party’s
deep confidence in adhering to the socialist path and its
determination to make China a strong nation, which is
what Jiang tried hard to do.

Xi cited a long list of Jiang’s achievements, from
political loyalty to the party to economic development,
foreign policy and defence policy. It echoed the speech
delivered at Jiang’s funeral in December 2022, when Xi
described him as “a great Marxist, a great proletarian
ionary, military ist and
a long-tested ist fighter, and an
outstanding leader of the great cause of socialism with
Chinese characteristics”,

The theme of continuity was palpable. In his speech
yesterday, Xi praised Jiang specifically for managing
major risks to the country, including political and

i and natural di: He singled
out his management of the Asian financial crisis and
massive flooding in 1998. He also praised the former
leader for recognising the “strategic opportunity
period” for China following the country’s accession to
the World Trade Organization, and for his tough stance
against Taiwan independence.

Xi shares Jiang’s unwavering belief in the cause of
the party. It was during the collapse of the Soviet
Union, when there was a tendency internationally to
consign communism to the dustbin of history, that
Jiang is credited with one of his major achievements.
He realised that if a country of China’s size, scale and
history followed a short-sighted path and fell into
chaos, all efforts up to that point would be wasted.

It was most important for the party to keep the
country focused and stable, resist engagement in
ideological debate and to be very committed to national
development. For political survival, the party’s policies
had to benefit the majority of people through
understanding their needs and delivering results. If not,
leaders needed to admit mistakes and change course.
Over the past 40 years, that is what the Communist
Party has been doing. And that is why today its status
as the only ruling party in China has been further
enhanced and enjoys wide support.

Jiang often projected a friendly, liberal image but
remained very firm in defending the national interest
and safe ing China’s unity. His wisdom and
diplomatic skills in boosting China’s global image amid
a complex international environment still matter to
today’s leadership.

His oversight of Hong Kong's and Macau’s return to
Chinese sovereignty and upholding of “one country,
two systems™ was testament to that.

Jiang's unwavering belief in the party’s cause,
decisiveness on key issues and major threats, and
commitment to national unity are also hallmarks of
Xi's leadership. In this regard, the commemoration
reinforces the message of national unity and discipline,
and rallies, motivates and mobilises party members
ahead of the party congress and beyond.
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Space race needs to
find room for failure

Does Beijing have adequate time to investigate the year’s fourth rocket malfunction
or will the backlog of delayed orbital missions force a rapid return to service?

T here is something about the
speed of consensus on
China's rocket failures that
should give us pause. Within hours
of Long March-7A rocket’s
disintegration over the South China
Sea on August 10, trade reports
were pointing to an engine as the
likely culprit. The China Aerospace
Science and Technology
Corporation (CASC) had said
nothing of the kind. A Xinhua report
about three hours after the launch
described only “a flight anomaly”
and an investigation under way.

The cause is unknown,
explanations are fast becoming a
story of their own.

Neither of the two i

The 7A's only other failure came

April cost a third, when Space

on its 2020 debut, also during the Pioneer’s Tianlong-3 failed on
early part of the flight. It was later debut, in an engine-bay explosion
linked to a liquid-oxygen flow 33 seconds into flight. These are
problem in a booster engine, different companies, different
although the exact cause was never  engines and different programme
independently confirmed. That both  entirely. Putting all these failures
failures happened during the early down as a trend simply because
part of the flight does not mean they  they happened in the same year
had the same cause. risks confusing different problems.
China's rocket failure in January ‘Whether any of this touches
this year destroyed the Chang’e-7, the lunar lander stacked
experimental satellite Shijian-32 on a Long March 5 rocket at the
and led to the gr ing of both the g Space Launch Site, is
3B and 7A rockets; because they still unclear. The Long March 5's
use the same YF-75 upper stage. boosters also use the YF-100, which

That grounding lasted about five
months. It delayed several high-
orbit missit includi: load:

in circulation has official backin,
One points to the YF-100, the
kerosene-oxygen engine that
powers the 7A rocket’s first stage
and four boosters. The engine is
also used for the Long March 5, 6,
6A and 8, as well as the newer 10
and 12. The other explanation
points to a possible structural
failure near Max-Q, the point during
ascent when the rocket faces its
highest aerodynamic stress.
Independent space flight trackers
reached this view after studying the
launch footage frame by frame.

Some trackers argue that the
brief engine anomaly, seen before
the break-up, happened too quickly
to explain what followed. Others
think an engine problem could have
triggered a structural failure under
heavy aerodynamic loads. But these
are arguments and observations
derived from the footage, rather
than a confirmed finding.

Still, both explanations start with
the same fact: the failure happened
about 85 seconds after launch,
during the burn of the first stage
and four boosters.

That was well before the firing of
the third stage, which uses the
YF-75 engine involved in the Long

whose schedules are not fully
public. After which, the 3B returned
to flight on June 16, and the 7A
followed a week later.
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If this one
runs that long,
something on the
2026 manifest
will have to
wait

From there, the pace picked up.
The 7A flew its 16th mission that
week, its 17th on July 29, and its
18th, the one that ended in fire, on
August 10. Three launches in seven
weeks, after a five-month stand-
down, is striking. It suggests
pressure to recover lost time, even if
the exact reasons for that pace are
not known.

China targets around 140 orbital
launches this year, up by about half
from last year. By the time of the

is why the latest 7A failure has
raised questions about Chang'e-7.
But a shared engine does not mean
the Long March 5 will be grounded.
Everything depends on what the
investigation finds.

Blaine Curcio, who tracks
China’s space sector at Orbital
Gateway Consulting, calls the
damage “limited” and does not
expect it to affect Chang'e-7's
schedule, since the 7A plays a
relatively narrow role in China's
overall launch mix. He may be right.
But nobody outside the
investigation can know yet.

What we do know is simpler.
After five months on the ground,
the 7A returned to a busy launch
schedule while delayed missions
were still waiting to fly.

That raises a straightforward
question for the CASC and outside
observers alike. Does a 140-launch
target leave enough room for a full
investigation, or does the schedule
depend on rockets returning to
service quickly? The 3B's five-
month grounding and the 7A's
year-long review after 2020 suggest
investigations often take longer than
launch schedules would like.

1f this one runs that long,
something on the 2026 manifest will
have to wait. Whether the CASC lets
that happen, or moves the fleet

March-3B failure in January. Both accident, the country had made 56 again before the investigation is
failures involved different parts of attempts so far this year and lost done, will say more about the
the rocket. The 3B failure involved four vehicles, well above the two programme than whatever caused
the YF-75 upper stage. The 7A losses last year. the failure.
failure happened during the January cost two rockets within
first-stage and booster burn. There 12 hours of each other, a Long Tang Meng Kit is a Singaporean
is no evidence that both failures March 3B and a debut commercial freelance analyst and commentator
share a cause. rocket, Galactic Energy’s Ceres-2. who works as an aerospace engineer
LETTERS
Long March can coordinate efforts among district Those who argue that teenagers
= committees, district-level should be taught to use social
teach I‘eSllIenCC Share your views with us and other organisations and care teams while  media responsibly instead of
SCMP readers in a Letter to the Editor. fostering close collaboration with avoiding them are missing the
Include your full name and address, educational institutions, youth point. Algorithms are what keep
President Xi Jinping has described plus a phone number for verification. organisations and mainland study social media platforms popular.
the spirit of the Long March as “a Please keep your letter to tour providers. Toxic content is fed to teens on a
vivid reflection of the revolutionary a maximum of 400 words. As the 90th anniversary of the regular basis on such platforms,

character of the members of the
Communist Party of China”, thereby
summing up the nation’s resilience.

National education for Hong
Kong youth currently depends on
classroom instruction. Although
textbooks deliver fundamental
knowledge, students’
comprehension might remain
fragmented and abstract. They
might encounter statements such as
“the Red Army fears not the trials of
the Long March” and learn about
key events, yet they might not
understand the sacrifice and
perseverance involved.

Immersive study tours can
bridge the gap between theoretical
knowledge and practical
experience. By visiting sites of
revolutionary significance and

March staged recently in Jiangxi.

Email us at letters@scmp.com.
Address: 19/F, Tower One,
Times Square, | Matfieson Street,
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong.

Long March is being
commemorated, it remains a source
of inspiration. Retracing the Long
March can help Hong Kong youth

d the nation’s history and

engaging with local communities,
students can cultivate a more
profound understanding of the
Long March and its associated
values,

Four areas warrant particular
focus. First, study tours should
pursue three complementary
objectives: knowledge acquisition,
emotional engagement and value
formation. The design could
concentrate on on-site instruction
at revolutionary heritage sites.
Comparing revolutionary base sites
of the past and their contemporary
development can help students

the nation’s p i
from hardship to renewal.

Second, patriotic education is
most effective when it aligns with
students’ cognitive and emotional
development. Therefore, the
implementation of a tiered study-

clarify their responsibilities to Hong
Kong and the country, so they may
contribute to Hong Kong’s
development and support national
modernisation.

Ray Gai, member of the Shandong
Provincial Committee of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative
Conference and vice-chairman of Sham
Shui Po West District Committee

Why social media
ban is essential

1 support a social media ban for
those under 16 (“Addiction is
irreversible’: Hong Kong urged to
ban under-16s from social media”,
August 8).

One only has to watch

tour system is re the y tale
Students should be placed in about getting teens off social media,
programmes designed for their to feel the need for such legislation.
particular age group. Puberty is a transformative time,
Third, to prevent the risk of marked by rapid physical and
study tours ing into mere ional changes. While it can be

sightseeing trips, it is crucial that
educational activities continue
before, during and after the journey.
Finally, consistent institutional
support is crucial for the success of
regular Long March study tours.
The Hong Kong government should

exciting, it often comes with its own
set of challenges. Common
problems teens face include
bullying, negative self-image and
peer pressure, all of which could be
compounded by the use of social
media platforms.

potentially influencing real-life
decisions and desensitising them to
violence and inappropriate
material. Prolonged exposure to
such material could harm their
mental health.

Can education alone turn the
tide of the negativity fed to
impressionable young minds?

Jason Tang, Tin Shui wWai

Politeness makes
a beautiful city

Your correspondent proposed a
“beautiful Hong Kong” campaign
(“Towards a beautiful and clean
Hong Kong”, August 1).

To lay the foundation for such a
campaign, we should start with
beautiful minds.

Public education efforts should
pervade television and other media
and reach every household and
demographic, so people know to
always behave appropriately,
politely and respectfully in public
areas, our society continues to
evolve and everyone becomes more
considerate.

Bad habits can be hard to break.
We could take a page from the strict
smoking ban. Penalties and public
awareness would help rein in the
black sheep, as a glimmering new
Hong Kong awaits on the horizon.

Edmond Pang, Fanling
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Huanggang Port sets
path for future travel

Beyond faster clearance, the newly revamped Hong Kong-Shenzhen crossing point
shows that borders are evolving, flexible systems, not just physical structures

he much-anticipated
T revamped Huanggang Port,

expected to open later this
year, should be seen as more than a
story about faster clearance. Its
deeper significance lies in a
question that deserves wider
discussion: if border functions can
be redesigned, where should border
control actually operate?

Living in the Greater Bay Area,
where people and businesses move
across administrative boundaries
every day, | have watched the
meaning of borders change. A
border is no longer simply a line
separating two places. Itis also a
system of procedures, facilities and
decisions that shapes how people,
vehicles and goods move.

The previous generation of
border crossings was built around
separation. Travellers passed
through one checkpoint on one side
and then moved to another
checkpoint on the other side. The
physical boundary and the location
of border procedures were closely
connected.

West Kowloon Station offered an
early example of a different
approach. When the high-speed rail
link opened in 2018, mainland
immigration and customs facilities
were introduced inside a railway
station located in the centre of Hong
Kong.

A border function that
traditionally existed at the edge of a
city was brought into one of its
busiest urban transport facilities.

The debate at the time was not
simply about convenience. It
reflected deeper questions about
how a city should balance
connectivity, jurisdiction and
territorial boundaries. After years of
operation, the station has provided

clearance time from around 30

stages of a journey, including

minutes to an five minutes along the
is only the visible result. The more transport network, rather than
important change is conceptual: requiring every vehicle to
border management does not have  complete every process at one
to follow a fixed spatial model. location.
Border functions can be The point is not that every
reorganised when neighbouring vehicle should be checked
cities cooperate and when elsewhere, and neither does it mean
infrastructure is designed around reducing the importance of border
the way people actually travel. controls.

Taken together, West Kowloon Different jurisdictions will
and Huanggang suggest a different  continue to have different
way of thinking about borders. The  responsibilities. The broader
next question is how far this question is whether border

can go.

The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau
Bridge provides a more complex
test. Unlike a railway station or a
land port, the bridge connects three
cities and serves different types of
users and vehicles.

Having crossed it several times, 1
have noticed the bridge itself rarely
feels like the main obstacle. The
pressure appears when vehicles
arrive at border facilities, where
different procedures converge and
need to be completed at the same
location.
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West Kowloon
and Huanggang
suggest a
different way of
thinking about
borders

The bridge itself can carry
substantial traffic, but border

management should remain tied to
a single physical point, or whether it
can become a more flexible system
designed around actual patterns of
movement.

In many ways, this is a question
closely connected to Hong Kong's
own experience. For decades, Hong
Kong's competitiveness has
depended on its ability to connect
with the world while managing one
of Asia’s busiest international
gateways.

As a global city known for its
openness and extensive
international connections, Hong
Kong has accumulated considerable
experience in managing the
movement of people, capital and
ideas across borders.

Greater connectivity with
Greater Bay Area cities does not
diminish this identity. It expands
Hong Kong’s economic hinterland
and strengthens the foundations on
which the city’s future depends.

In an era when borders are often
associated with restriction and
control, Hong Kong's experience
suggests that effective border
management is not necessarily
about making movement harder. It
is about designing systems that
allow openness and security to
work together.

Huanggang’s importance is

practical experience in how facilities at the entry and exit points
different border systems can can become bottlenecks where
function within a shared transport movement is interrupted.
environment. The experience of West Kowl
The new Huanggang Port border  and Huanggang suggests another
crossing represents another step in  possibility. If border functions have
this evolution. Unlike the previous already moved beyond the
arrangement, where travellers traditional boundary line into
moved between separate railway stations and urban
checkpoints on the Hong Kong and  buildings, they might not
Shenzhen sides of the boundary, necessarily need to remain tied to a
the new port brings both sides’ single checkpoint in the future.
clearance facilities into a single Many Hong Kong private cars
building in Shenzhen. travelling north across the bridge
Hong Kong's border control are not heading to Zhuhai itself.
functions will be housed inside a They continue towards other
facility in Shenzhen, rather than at destinations on the mainland
the traditional boundary line itself. highway network.
The boundary itself has not moved. With advance declarations,
‘What has changed is where and digital monitoring and risk-based
how its ions are i it is worth exploring
This is the deeper significance of ~ whether some border procedures
the arrangement. The reduction in could be organised at different

h not only that it will make
crossing easier. It offers a reminder
that borders are not just physical
structures - they are systems that
can evolve.

As the Greater Bay Area
becomes increasingly connected,
Hong Kong's challenge is to keep
rethinking where border functions
work best and how they can
support the next stage of regional
exchange.

Hu Chao, a Guangzhou-based art
historian and curator, is an associate
research professor at Guangzhou
Academy of Fine Arts. This article was
originally written in Chinese. Al was
used by the author for translation into
English for publication

lllustration: Lau Ka-kuen
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It will be close
to impossible to
Jorce people to

‘uninstall’
open-weight
model apps

US is arguing
over the wrong
Al obstacle

Restricting access to American
frontier models is no defence
against open-source Chinese rivals

ast month, two Chinese

companies released artificial

intelligence models most
people outside the industry know
little about: Kimi K3 by Moonshot
Al and Qwen3.8-Max by Alibaba
Group Holding (which owns the
South China Morning Post). The Bruno
markets reacted even before S. Sergi
publicly auditable evidence about &
the performance claims - detailed Kevin
benchmark table, model card and K.F. Chen

licence - was made fully available.

In the weeks that followed,
global chip stocks shed about US$3 trillion in market
value.

That reaction, rather than the models, is the story.
Obviously, nobody was repricing Chinese engineering
- the benchmarks were not yet verified. What was
being repriced was scarcity: the long-held assumption
that the most capable systems would remain expensive,
American and controllable. Portfolios had been built on
that assumption. It is worth less than it was.

Washington'’s instinct is to tighten: restrict access,
extend export controls, build the wall higher. Nvidia
CEO Jensen Huang has long been arguing the reverse,
that America’s real danger is not runaway machines
but a failure to diffuse its technology broadly and

intain an American Al technology stack globally. He
is right, though it is worth remembering he sells the
shovels.

The restrictionists believe American advantage can
be preserved by denial. The accelerationists believe it is
being smothered by regulation. Both camps are arguing
about the wrong obstacle.

There is very little regulation to blame. The United
States has no comprehensive federal Al statute, despite
the recent push to create a self-regulatory body in the
style of the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority for
frontier and Al models. Almost nothing is stopping an
American hospital, insurer or car plant from deploying
these systems.

They are not, and the reasons are too dull to make
headlines. Patient records that cannot be transferred
between two departments within the same hospital.

P cycles in quarters. C i
teams with the authority to refuse and no mandate to
approve. A radiologist who will not sign off on a scan
flagged by a system no regulator has certified. Middle
managers asked to automate the work that justifies
their headcount.

None of this is a technology problem. All of it is a
management problem, and no export control will fix it.

Economic history is unsparing. Electricity reached
American factories in the 1890s but barely moved
productivity for decades because the gains arrived only
when plants were rebuilt around it - machinery
rearranged, workflow redesigned, the old drive shaft
torn out.

Computing repeated the lag a
century later, a phenomenon
remembered as the Solow
productivity paradox. General-
purpose technologies pay out when
institutions reorganise themselves,
not when the invention lands.

Which is why cheap models that
can be easily replicated matter far
beyond Washington and Beijing. A
mid-sized manufacturer in Baden-
Wiirttemberg, a bank in Jakarta, an
asset manager in Hong Kong: none
of them needs to buy access to a
frontier closed-weight American Al
model. They can download an
open-weight Chinese one, run it on their servers and
keep their data at home. For most of the world, the
question is no longer which model to license, but
whose to build on.

That is a commercial opportunity and a strategic
problem. Every institution that builds on Chinese open
models inherits Chinese design choices and, in time,
Chinese standards. Washington cannot answer that by
making American systems harder to obtain. Scarcity is
what sent those users elsewhere. Lastly, it will be close
to impossible to force people to “uninstall” open-weight
model apps.

The useful policy questions are therefore narrow
and boring. Can a public hospital buy an AI system in
under a year? Do federal agencies hold data clean
enough to use one? Is there a national standard for
validating a clinical or credit model, so that adopting it
is a defensible decision rather than a career risk?

Targeted controls on the most sensitive chips have a
place. Blanket containment does not, and it buys time
nobody is using.

Doom scenarios and export bans are arguments
about who builds the most powerful system. That was
never the contest that decided national advantage.
Britain did not lead the Industrial Revolution because it
invented the steam engine; it led because it rebuilt its

around it. The ad ge will go to whi
society reorganises itself around these machines fastest
- the country that invented them has no particular
head start.

We like to remind ourselves Al was invented to
expand human capabilities, not to restrict us. Al models
will never be completely free. Let us at least make it
open.

Bruno S. Sergi is an instructor at Harvard University's

inability and Global Practice Graduate
Programmes. Kevin K.F. Chen is the chief economist and CI0
of Horizon Financial and Partner and CI0 of CoinBridge
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