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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

BANGLADESH DEMOCRACY 
CAN’T BE REBUILT WITH 

VENDETTA POLITICS

PITCHES LIKE ONE USED 
AT EDEN BENEFIT NONE

T
HE pitch prepared in Kolkata became one of  the chief  
protagonists in the drama of  the first Test between  
India and South Africa. On the undercooked track,  
batters from both sides struggled for rhythm, timing, 
and stroke-making. Though spinners and pacers  

enjoyed the conditions, thanks to the sharp turn and vari-
able bounce, only one batter crossed 50; a dozen stints ended 
in the 20s or 30s. Even when batters got a decent start, the 
pitch could not be trusted. One record in particular makes 
for a bleak reading—this was the first Test in 66 years where 
none of  the four innings crossed 200. All of  this begs the 
question: are pitches like this a good advertisement for Test 
cricket? You can also get pitches abroad where matches do 
not last the distance, and they too attract flak. The strip at 
the iconic Eden Gardens did not allow for a fair contest be-
tween bat and ball. Sure, the overall up-and-down match was 
thrilling and the crowds got their money’s worth, but the 
main criterion to judge a game is whether there were enough 
opportunities for both the primary skill sets—batting and 
bowling—to shine. The answer was a resounding no.

We can have a debate on the modern Indian batters’ dis-
comfort with spin, but the demerits of  strips like this de-
serve a thorough discussion too. Kevin Pietersen, scorer of  
one of  the greatest centuries ever hit by an overseas player 
in India, reckoned it was a skills issue. There may be some 
truth in it, but there is no long-term benefit of  playing on 
tracks like these. To be clear, it’s perfectly fine to play on 
whatever tracks the host board wants—for example, if  In-
dia would rather have home pitches like this en route to the 
final of  the World Test Championship. But the host board 
also has a duty to its own batters. When they decided on 
raging turners post Covid, the averages of  several batters 
took a hit. Even Cheteshwar Pujara, regarded one of  the 
best Test batters in the previous generation, suffered. If  the 
Guwahati Test is played on another extreme pitch, it too 
may be decided by luck rather than skill.

Q U I C K  TA K E

FIX BUNGLE RAJ

NOT for the first time, a wrongly written government or-
der has caused mayhem. Sushant Bais, a 26-year-old from 
Madhya Pradesh’s Shahdol, was jailed for a year because 

the district collector had wrongly named him in a detention 
order on a security-related charge. This is not as innocuous 
a mistake as Delhi’s Pandara Road, which derives its name 
from a misspelling of  Pandava. The Madhya Pradesh High 
Court has ordered the collector to pay a reparation of  `2 
lakh to Bains, who counted not being there for his daugh-
ter’s birth as the greatest suffering during his year behind 
bars. Surely, accountability must also be fixed for those in 
charge of  reviewing and implementing the order. 
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ITH the recent blasts near 
Delhi’s Red Fort, the ugly 
head of  terrorism once 
again became visible. The 
news reminded me of  what 
former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee had said in 

2002 at a gathering in Goa, immediately 
after the BJP’s national executive meet-
ing. Without mincing the words, he 
shared that when he had discussed the 
menace of  terrorism with his Singapo-
rean counterpart, the latter told him to 
make a correction and describe it as 
“Islamic terrorism”. Vajpayee, as re-
ported by the media, elaborated later 
stating that there are two “faces” of  Is-
lam: one “pious and peaceful”, and the 
other “fundamentalist and militant”.

Vajpayee was neither the first nor the 
only. Well-known reformer Hamid Dal-
wai of  the Muslim Satyashodhak Samaj 
had elaborately reflected on fundamen-
talist tendencies among Muslims. In a 
2011 column, historian Ramchandra 
Guha quoted Dalwai to have said, “Un-
less a Muslim liberal intellectual class 
emerges, Indian Muslims will continue 
to cling to obscurantist medievalism, 
communalism, and will eventually per-
ish both socially and culturally.” 

A deeper analysis and elaborate think-
ing about Dalwai’s observations has be-
come relevant today as we see the emer-
gence of  ‘white-coat terrorism’. 
Highly-educated persons falling for ob-
scurantist ideas and religious funda-
mentalism, and ending up becoming ex-
tremists in their thinking and actions, is 
appalling to say the least. However, it is 
fairly established now that education 
cannot be looked at as an antidote to ter-
rorist tendencies. What is required, in 
fact, is a structured academic pro-
gramme aimed at enhancing the under-
standing of  the idea of  India, so as to 
ensure an enduring mindset change. 

The moot question then is how to re-
present the idea of  India before young-
sters and try to inculcate a truly mod-
ern, forward-looking approach in the 
thinking of  all youths—including Mus-
lims—in India? There are at least five 
important points that need to be ex-
plained to next-gen India. 

The first is seeing the global commu-
nity as one family. During the G20 presi-
dency, India very thoughtfully selected 
its motto: ‘One Earth, One Family, One 
Future’. The message is that all living 
beings are one family with a common 
future because it is intertwined with 
our collective responsible conduct. Our 
message of  ‘Vasudhaiva kutumbakam’ 

or global community as one family, 
therefore, is not just theoretical. It is an 
undeniable truth, a fact of  life. 

The second and the supremely impor-
tant one is our spiritual democracy. This 
country never was and never could be a 
theocratic state. Our approach of  ‘Ekam 
sat, vipra bahuda vadanti’ (Truth is one, 
the wise express it in different ways) ab-
solutely rejects any monopolistic ap-
proach when it comes to ways of  wor-
ship. This principle of  ‘ekam sat’ is 
echoed even in the social context in the 
writings and speeches of  great thinkers 
like Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan.

Almost a century ago, while deliver-
ing an Upton lecture at Harris Man-
chester College in Oxford, he said; “The 
world is now full of  racial, cultural and 
religious misunderstandings… We are 

groping in a timid and tentative way for 
some device which would save us from 
our suicidal conflicts. Perhaps the Hin-
du (read: Indian) way of  approaching 
the problem of  religious conflicts may 
not be without its lessons for us.” Im-
portantly, spiritual or cultural democ-
racy abhors any claim of  supremacy 
over others. It nips a ‘my way or high-
way’ approach right in the bud. 

The third point stands on the shoul-
ders of  the second. It is about the fact 
that our apparent diversity is only the 
manifestation of  our innate unity in 
myriad ways. The unity inherent to our 
diversity has enabled us not just to ac-
commodate but also celebrate our all-
pervasive diversity. With diversity, natu-
r a l l y,  c o m e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
simultaneously aligning oneself  with 

different identities—regional, linguistic 
and spiritual. The idea of  India provides 
for frictionless coexistence of  multiple 
identities in one individual. Also, the 
Hitopadesha tells us through a well-
known shloka, ‘Gramam janapa-
dasyarthe svatmarthe prthivim tyajet’—
abandon smaller identities to become 
part of  a larger identity. Remember, al-
though the spirit of  accommodation has 
been central to the Indian worldview, it 
can’t be stretched too far to have diver-
sity as a fodder for divisive tendencies. 

Many social scientists believe that ex-
cessive domination of  the market econo-
my has imposed some kind of  excessive 
competitive spirit. Such cut-throat com-
petition in this era, which is also called 
the Attention Economy, makes most of  
us insecure. This situation provides fer-
tile ground to terrorist tendencies thriv-
ing on narrow fundamentalist ideas.

As the phenomenon of  white-coat ter-
rorism clearly indicates, mere academic 
instructions are woefully short to re-
move the influence of  fundamentalism. 
A kind of  renaissance within the Mus-
lim community is extremely critical. It 
was A B Shah, a social reformist thinker, 
who wrote in his foreword to Dalwai’s 
book Muslim Politics In Secular India: 
“Dalwai’s thesis is that the basic malaise 
of  Muslim society (in India as elsewhere 
with the exception of  Turkey and per-
haps Tunisia) lies in the fact that it has 
never had a renaissance in its entire his-
tory of  more than 1,300 years.”

Shah further writes, “However, the 
type of  integration that is necessary 
here cannot be achieved unless Muslims 
no less than Hindus learn to separate re-
ligion from the rights and obligations of  
citizenship of  a modern state. “Dalwai 
himself  wrote in the 1968 book, “When-
ever Muslims are in a majority, they have 
refused to recognise the equal rights of  
non-Muslim minorities, and where they 
are in a minority, they have been gener-
ally reluctant to regard themselves as 
part and parcel of  a non-religious na-
tion. The recent revolts of  Muslims in 
the Philippines, Thailand and Ethiopia 
are merely expressions of  the Muslim 
unwillingness to participate in a com-
mon social order on equal terms with 
others and this unwillingness is rooted 
in a long and deeply entrenched histori-
cal and religious tradition.” 

All in all, not just education, but true 
enlightenment ending the darkness of  
negativism gripping minds can over-
come the threats of  white-coat terror. 

 (Views are personal)
 (vinays57@gmail.com)

W AN IDEA OF INDIA
TO REMOVE STAIN
ON WHITE COATS

The alleged role of medicos in the Delhi blast tells us regular  
schooling isn’t enough to stop negativism turning into radicalism. 

India’s pluralist traditions must be inculcated among the youth

VINAY SAHASRABUDDHE 

MANDAR PARDIKAR

 Senior BJP leaderT
HE death sentence handed to former Bangladeshi 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina may carry the weight 
of  legal procedure, but it also carries the unmistakable 
smell of  political vendetta. The interim government 
led by Mohammed Yunus termed the verdict “historic” 

and “profound”, while urging calm. Yet the very insistence 
on restraint amid an uneasy political clime reveals the 
depth of  the fault lines running through Bangladesh.

Hasina was found guilty on three counts—incitement, or-
dering killings, and failing to prevent atrocities during last 
year’s student-led uprising. The tribunal delivered the stark 
punishment of  the death sentence on two counts and impris-
onment until natural death on the third. For a country trau-
matised by 2024’s turmoil, such choices are incendiary. After 
the uprising and subsequent crackdown, UN human-rights 
investigators estimated about 1,400 deaths, documenting 
several cases of  point-blank shootings, deliberate maiming, 
and arbitrary arrest. Audio recordings verified independ-
ently also painted a grim picture of  the state’s excesses.

Yet the ruling comes with a troubling context. Bangla-
desh today is governed by an interim arrangement whose 
legitimacy derives from crisis, not from the people’s 
mandate. The country has not stabilised under Yunus’s 
stewardship. Dhaka’s streets—filled with protesters and 
burning buses in the days before the verdict—testify to
a nation drifting further from a much-needed equilibri-
um. But the rule of  law and political stability cannot be
rebuilt atop a foundation of  retribution.

Make no mistake: Hasina, for her part, must own her 
mistakes—the failure to stop excessive force, the erosion of  
democratic institutions, and intolerance of  dissent under 
her watch. But it is extreme to equate political accountabil-
ity with execution. Justice should illuminate a path for-
ward, not deepen the descent into instability.

For India, the moment demands sobriety. New Delhi must 
brace for a difficult phase in bilateral ties, especially as po-
litical uncertainty in Dhaka intensifies ahead of  an election 
that may not see the participation of  Hasina’s Awami 
League. But it must also heed the larger reality that Bang-
ladesh is not merely its government—it is also its people, its 
shared culture, its intertwined economic future, and its se-
curity concerns. To lose sight of  that would be to imperil 
one of  the subcontinent’s most vital relationships.

For itself, Bangladesh has to decide whether this ver-
dict marks the beginning of  a reckoning or the con-
tinuation of  vengeful politics. That choice will shape 
the region for years to come.

HREE things have survived in 
India through the ages: pov-
erty, gold, and dogs. Through 
the ravages and miseries that 
this country specialises in 
and perpetuates, the triad has 
stood its ground.

Poverty remains reassuringly present 
from the Vedic age to now. The value of  
gold endures as well. And without dogs, 
even the Mahabharata is incomplete. From 
this list of  Indian eternals, dogs will soon 
be removed—for ill-thought-out reasons.

The Supreme Court’s order on Novem-
ber 7 directing the removal and indefinite 
sequestration of  stray dogs from institu-
tional areas—schools, hospitals, stations, 
and government buildings—is a counter-
productive attempt to prioritise human 
safety. Indefinite, for example, means 
what? A lifetime? For all time to come if  
their offspring are taken into account? The 
order will not deliver what it aims for.

By commanding that dogs not be  
released back to their original territo-
ries after sterilisation and vaccination, 
the ruling overrides the scientifically 
validated principle of  territorial return 
mandated by the Animal Birth Control 
(ABC) Rules, 2023.

Street dogs are integral to India’s ur-
ban ecosystem. They act as essential, un-
budgeted pest controllers, scavenging or-
ganic waste and managing rodent 
populations—a service that mitigates the 
risk of  diseases like leptospirosis. They 
provide security and companionship. To 
forcibly uproot them is to betray the evo-
lutionary trust of  these sentient beings.

The true cruelty of  the order lies in the 
long-term effects of  sequestration. Relo-
cating dogs to overcrowded, underfunded 
shelters disrupts their territorial stability, 
inducing extreme stress and behavioural 
changes. Experts warn that isolation in 
such facilities, often characterised by ex-
cessive noise and limited exercise, elevates 
cortisol levels and fosters aggression.

Critically, if  dogs breed in these confined 
environments—which is inevitable given 
the scale of  the operation—the resulting 
generation will grow up learning fear, rath-
er than familiarity, toward humans. The 
adoption of  the new policy will create a new 
generation of  feral underclass dogs. This 
defeats the purpose of  the SC order, which 
is to resolve the human-dog conflict.

The World Health Organization and the 
World Organisation for Animal Health ad-
vocate the catch-neuter-return model pre-
cisely because releasing stable, vaccinated 
dogs back into their territories is the most 

effective way to stabilise populations, 
eliminate rabies, and prevent aggressive, 
unsterilised packs from migrating.

The order’s quixotic nature is exposed 
by the sheer numbers of  India’s stray 
population, estimated at 5-6 crore. Even if  
the target is limited to institutional areas, 
it means displacing hundreds of  thou-
sands of  animals in major cities. Delhi 
alone has an estimated 8 lakh strays.

Housing these animals would require 
massive new construction. The estimat-
ed cost for establishing the requisite in-
frastructure across India reaches as 
high as `15,000 crore, coupled with an 
unsustainable recurring operational 
cost annually for feeding and care.

Typically for India, what this means is 
that the money or food will never reach the 
dogs. They will end up eating each other. 
New York and London operate highly cen-
tralised, mechanised, and enclosed waste 
systems—using sealed containers, strict 
collection schedules, and penalties for im-
proper disposal. This infrastructure effec-
tively cuts off  dogs’ primary food source, 
ensuring that the stray population remains 
naturally minimal. Without this level of  
sanitation reform in India, the opposite of  
what the SC order intended is guaranteed.

The second critical difference is the in-

frastructure of  ownership and enforce-
ment. NYC and London primarily deal 
with lost pets, not a large, co-existing stray 
population. The UK mandates microchip-
ping for all dogs, and NYC enforces strict 
licensing and penalties. This means almost 
every captured animal can be returned to 
its owner or quickly rehomed through a 
well-funded animal welfare network.

In India, pet ownership registration is 
weak, and the vast majority of  street 
dogs have no single owner. Therefore, 
every captured animal instantly becomes 
a permanent, costly liability for the 
state—a burden that Delhi’s or Luc-
know’s municipal corporations simply 
cannot absorb. The Western model of  im-
poundment is only feasible when the pop-
ulation is low, traceable, and primarily 
lost pets; applying it to India’s crores of  
community dogs without the underlying 
civic foundation is a dangerous fantasy.

India has proven alternative models—
relatively successful ABC programmes. 
Jaipur is a globally-recognised success 
story. A sustained effort between 1994 
and 2002 saw the city achieve a sterilisa-
tion and vaccination rate of  65 percent 
of  female dogs in the targeted areas. 
This resulted in a documented 28 percent 
reduction in dog population. Similarly, 
Chennai and Bengaluru have seen suc-
cesses when their ABC programmes 
were implemented with commitment.

The SC order, while attempting to ad-
dress a public health emergency, funda-
mentally ignores scientific consensus 
and the lessons of  both failed culling 
policies in India’s past and the function-
ing models of  the West.

India must invest heavily in fully fund-
ing the humane ABC rules, drawing les-
sons from Jaipur, and undertaking the 
essential task of  modernising its munici-
pal waste infrastructure. Only then can 
human safety and animal welfare be sus-
tainably reconciled, honouring the con-
stitutional duty of  compassion that coex-
istence demands. Failing which, prepare 
for a future where we will see canine 
Auschwitzes. This SC order turns friends 
into enemies on an industrial scale.

 (Views are personal)
 (cpsurendran@gmail.com)

MAKING ENEMIES OF BEST FRIENDS

PT
I

C P SURENDRAN The author’s latest volume of poetry  
is Window with a Train AttachedT

The Supreme Court order to remove 
stray dogs from institutions and 
keep them at new shelters is 
unimplementable, unscientific, and 
inhumane. It goes against the birth 
control rules that have worked well 
in Jaipur, Chennai and Bengaluru, 
and raises the prospect of canine 
Auschwitzes coming up

The most striking thing about ‘terrorism’,  
as a phenomenon of the public sphere of 
communication and representation, is its isolation 
from any explanation or mitigating circumstances

Edward 
Said

Price mirage
Ref: Telangana deflation (Nov 18). 
Telangana’s prolonged deflation may appear 
reassuring for consumers, but concerns 
persist of weakening rural demand and 
mounting agrarian distress. Persistently 
falling prices signal reduced purchasing 
power and a fragile economy. Without timely 
fiscal support and revival measures for rural 
incomes, deflation could become a warning.
Shamna P K, Bengaluru

Reformative justice
Ref: Rethink death penalty (Nov 18). 
Retribution is unbecoming, particularly 
when it comes to State vs subject. The 
perpetrator of a heinous crime becomes so 
out of his irresistible compulsion, genetic or 
circumstantial, that he dismisses execution 
as a deterrent. The State should not play 
avenger vis-a-vis its citizens. Abolition is 
needed, not methodology modifications.
P Mangalachandran, Kannur

Win-win diplomacy
Ref: New India-US bridge (Nov 18). Trade 
frictions and geopolitical tensions demand 
steady leadership and honest dialogue. A 
partnership built on trust, transparent rules, 
and shared innovation can benefit both 
democracies. Renewed engagement must 
focus on fairness, mutual respect, and long-
term strategic cooperation. 
Avinashiappan Myilsami, Coimbatore

Bihar mantras
Ref: How Bihar tipped the scales  
(Nov 18). In today’s time, public awareness
has tremendously increased. Polarisation 
now has its contra grouping. Strategy with 
proper coordination among the constituents 
over coalition, the contestants’ temper, and 
of course handouts by the government of the 
day ultimately wins the race.
Jitendranath Guru, Padampur

Immigrant talent
Ref: US confronts a talent crisis (Nov 17). The 
US is debating whether to let in more skilled 
immigrants, especially in tech. The idea? 
Boost innovation and stay ahead globally. 
Feels like a tricky balance—do we need them, 
or hire locally? Either way, talent is key.
Adharsh C, Palakkad

Trust deficit
Ref: It’s death for Hasina (Nov 18). This 
verdict reiterates the rule of law. It can be 
viewed as part of the interim government’s 
broader attempt to restore public trust after 
years of political upheaval. However, doubts 
cannot be ignored that such a ruling was 
passed in the absence of the prime suspect.
Ashwaty Pradeepan, Kannur
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or go towards monthly loan servicing. Note 
that the level of household indebtedness has 
risen sharply in the past few years.

Finally, we must evaluate the welfare 
impact. Cash transfers are a poverty allevia-
tion tool, but conditional cash transfers (i.e. 
only to women or to pregnant women) have 
also improved targeted welfare outcomes, 
such as school attendance and child health 
metrics. In a study of Jharkhand’s income 
transfers, economist Karthik Muralidharan 
et al found that household food spending 
rose significantly, calorie intake increased 
and dietary quality and diversity improved. 
Intra-household gender equity improved, 
pointing to women’s empowerment. Evi-
dence from Mexico, Brazil and Kenya also 
substantiates this finding of welfare gains 
from conditional cash transfers. 

Cash transfers to women are seen as a suc-
cessful electoral strategy. Recall that the 
Economic Survey of 2017 had spoken of a 
Universal Basic Income (UBI).  If cash trans-
fers move from targeted interventions to a 
UBI, then they would no longer serve as a 
political differentiator. Done properly, a UBI 
could underpin a welfare reform agenda 
that’s non-inflationary and fiscally afforda-
ble, but it will no longer guarantee electoral 
success once all major parties adopt it.

enhancing depends on the supply response, 
also called ‘elasticity.’ It depends on the effi-
ciency of supply chains, which must pull in 
goods from other geographic markets to ful-
fill new demand without prices rising. When 
the central monetary authority injects 
freshly minted ‘free’ cash, it is called mone-
tary policy. When a government (Union or 
state) does such a cash transfer, it is a fiscal 
tool, as it must dip into its treasury and dis-
place some other expenditure item to do it. 

The huge landslide victory of the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) in the recent 
Bihar state elections is being partly attrib-
uted to a cash transfer scheme for women 
announced just before the polls were for-
mally kicked off by the Election Commission 
(EC). We won’t dwell here about the consti-
tutionality of public money used for such 
schemes declared and implemented on the 
eve of elections. The Supreme Court has 
been hearing a public interest litigation filed 
in 2019, seeking the prohibition of freebies 
for violating Articles 14, 21, 112 and 202 of the 
Constitution. This litigation refers to a 2013 
verdict that had directed the EC to frame 
guidelines regulating the scope and timing 
of pre-poll freebie grants. If not regulated, 
these could amount to outright ‘bribery’ of 
voters—which distorts the playing field. 

W
hat happens when a helicopter 
drops a large amount of cash on a 
local economy? Does the local 

GDP go up instantly? Of course not. Even a 
schoolkid’s intuition tells you that the 
immediate result would be inflation. It is 
more money chasing the same amount of 
goods and services. Such a ‘helicopter drop’ 
of cash fresh off the printing press is used as 
an unconventional and last-resort tool for a 
situation of extreme economic distress, such 
as a deep recession or liquidity trap. It is used 
after conventional monetary solutions like 
lowering interest rates to zero or making 
bond purchases have failed. Such a cash 
infusion means people  receive ‘free’ money, 
with no associated debt or future tax burden, 
so that they can increase their spending, 
thus boosting aggregate demand. To the 
extent that their purchasing power is 
enhanced, and if additional goods and servi-
ces are supplied in a non-inflationary way, it 
improves their standard of living. Whether 
such a cash infusion is inflationary or welfare 

global instability is also a worry.
Yet, taken together, the three big 

macroeconomic numbers paint the pic-
ture of an economy that is expanding 
without triggering either high inflation 
or an unmanageable current account 
deficit.

A quick look at data from other 
countries shows that India is the fastest 
growing major economy by a large 
margin, while its inflation is in the same 
range as many rich countries that have 
traditionally had far less price pressure 
compared to India.

The big question is whether the cur-
rent combination of high growth with 
economic stability is a sign of deeper 
structural changes in the Indian econ-
omy or a transient phenomenon aided 
by special circumstances, including a 
low deflator that exaggerates real eco-
nomic growth. A useful starting point is 
to compare the current situation with 
the situation over the past two decades.

In the first block of 10 years, from 
2005-06 to 2014-15, the Indian economy 
maintained an average annual growth 
rate of 7.8%, helped by a blistering 
pace maintained in the three years 
immediately preceding the North 
Atlantic financial crisis.

This impressive show was accompa-
nied by an average consumer price 
inflation rate of 8.5% and a current 
account deficit that averaged 2.3% of 
gross domestic product. The pressure 
on prices as well as the external balance 
was a sign of excess demand in an over-
heating economy.

The next block of 10 years, from 
2015-16 to 2024-25 was against the 
backdrop of a slowing world economy, 
and a pandemic shock that the Indian 
economy bounced back from.

Economic growth in India averaged a 
more modest 6.1% a year. However, this 
lower growth rate came along with far 
greater economic stability. Consumer 
price inflation averaged 4.5% a year 
while the current account deficit was 1% 
of gross domestic product.

There were thus two different paths 

over the past two decades.
The first path saw very rapid eco-

nomic expansion accompanied by high 
inflation as well as episodes of a widen-
ing current account deficit.

The second path saw a relatively 
more modest growth record but also a 
much more stable economy. In fact, 
economic narratives have shifted from 
analysing excess demand pressures to 
worrying about weak domestic pur-
chasing power.

The line-up of macroeconomic 
statistics for this current year is thus a 
halfway house between what happened 
from 2005-06 to 2014-15 on one hand, 
and from 2015-16 to 2024-25 on the 
other. Growth is faster than the second 
period, while inflation and the current 
account deficit are lower than the first 
period.

This matters because India needs to 
accelerate its economy even beyond its 
current rate if the goal of becoming a 
developed country by 2047, the centen-
ary of our independence from foreign 
colonial rule, has to be met. The rate of 
economic growth needs to be sustained 
at well over 8% a year over the next two 
decades if the average Indian is to 
achieve a lifestyle on par with his or her 
peers in developed countries.

The problem is that firing up growth 
without underlying changes in the 
efficiency, productivity and competi-
tiveness of the economy will almost 
inevitably lead to episodes of economic 
instability. The recent record of higher 
economic growth with greater eco-
nomic stability offers a tantalizing 
possibility that India is moving towards 
a higher level of potential growth, 
admittedly a hazy concept even at the 
best of times.

Any such optimistic conclusion needs 
to be tempered with the knowledge 
that the recent combination of greater 
economic momentum with fewer price 
pressures is too limited to make any 
grand conclusions for the medium 
term. But it does hint at interesting 
possibilities.

T
he Indian economy is likely to end 
the ongoing financial year on a far 
stronger note than what was 

anticipated at its beginning.
An average growth rate of 7.6% in the 

first half of the financial year has sent 
economic forecasters back to their 
spreadsheets and statistical models. 
Economic growth is now forecast to be 
close to 7%, or perhaps even higher, 
unless the six months from October see 
a sharp slowdown.

Meanwhile, the Reserve Bank of 
India expects consumer price inflation 
to be 2.6% over the entire year ending in 
March 2026, or 1.4 percentage points 
lower than what economists at the cen-
tral bank had forecast in April.

And the current account deficit is 
likely to be less than 1% of gross domes-
tic product (GDP), though weak inflows 
of net foreign capital continue to keep 
the Indian rupee under pressure 
despite a narrow external deficit.

The first number (GDP) is an indica-
tion of economic momentum, while 
the other two (inflation and current 
account deficit) are measures of eco-
nomic stability.

This does not mean that there are no 
problems on the ground—corporate 
investment continues to be weak, job 
growth has been anaemic and con-
sumer demand is held back because of 
inadequate growth in household 
incomes, for example. The spectre of 

Robust growth along with economic stability suggest so but it’s too early to draw such a conclusion

NIRANJAN RAJADHYAKSHA
is executive director at Artha India 

Research Advisors.

Cash transfers: Inflationary, welfarist or a fiscal blow?
AJIT RANADE

I
ndia cannot and should not extradite 
Sheikh Hasina to Bangladesh, as its officials 
have demanded, in the wake of the death 
sentence passed against the ousted prime 
minister by that country’s International 
Crimes Tribunal. That said, New Delhi 

must build good relations with our eastern 
neighbour, which is actively being wooed by 
China and Pakistan into an anti-India alliance. 
There is an active minority of Islamists in Bang-
ladesh who show hostility to India and its own 
secular Constitution. The head of Bangladesh’s 
interim administration that took charge after a 
violent uprising against the Hasina government 
last August, Muhammad Yunus, had been 
penalized by the Sheikh Hasina regime and 
doesn’t seem charitably inclined towards the 
former ruler. Yunus presides over a regime that 
has entertained frequent visits by officials of 
Pakistan’s armed forces and intelligence agen-
cies, and whose key personnel have made 
threatening remarks about the isolation of 
India’s Northeast, should the ‘chicken’s neck’—
a narrow land corridor between Bhutan, Nepal 
and Bangladesh—be blocked. It is up to India to 
mobilize Bangladesh’s non-Islamist majority in 
India’s favour, so that it would be against the 
will of Bangladeshis for Dhaka to act against our 
interests. We have vital links of culture, trade 
and historical association that can facilitate 
such an effort.

Bangladesh is far behind India in terms of 
economic complexity and tech capability. But 
its per capita income is close to ours, thanks to 
robust exports that leveraged its underdevelop-
ment to secure low-duty access to key Western 
markets. Indian investments in textile and 
garment production across the border have 
granted our investors an easier path to such 

markets than is possible directly from here. 
Apart from petroleum products and various 
daily-use items, Bangladesh imports power 
from India and our power grid enables the sale 
of Nepalese hydroelectric power to it as well. 
For us, links between Tripura and Bangladesh’s 
Chittagong port offer the easiest freight passage 
to India’s Northeast. The Hasina regime had 
worked with New Delhi on building two links 
between that port and Tripura: Maitri Bridge 
over the River Feni to enable cross-border haul-
age and a 12.2km rail link between Chittagong 
and Agartala. It is in our logistical and strategic 
interest to keep this route open and shield it 
from Beijing’s designs. While Dhaka’s ties with 
China had been warming even earlier, Chinese 
activity around Chittagong has risen lately and 
last October’s ‘goodwill’ visit to its port by two 
Chinese naval ships had raised eyebrows. 

While Bangladesh under Sheikh Hasina may 
have shown traits of a ‘swing state,’ her regime 
was fully on board with India in matters like 
denying refuge to separatist groups in India’s 
Northeast. While the rise of anti-India forces in 
Bangladesh with links to extremists in Pakistan 
may be viewed in the context of fraught sectar-
ian politics in the subcontinent, we need to 
re-educate people of India’s role in Bangla-
desh’s 1971 liberation from a Pakistani army 
on a genocidal rampage. The US, with its own 
designs in play, had sought to smudge out what 
happened, but a concerted effort on our part 
could elevate the truth of Bangladesh’s birth. 
Right now, Dhaka’s crackdown on Hasina’s 
Awami League party could trigger street resist-
ance and even a civil war. While sheltering 
Hasina, India is not obliged to defend her gov-
ernment’s misdeeds. It is a fine line that New 
Delhi must walk in strife-torn Bangladesh.

India needs a calibrated 
approach to Bangladesh

While refuge for Sheikh Hasina is clearly a must, New Delhi’s challenge is to secure India’s 

logistical and strategic interests in a country with good reason to stay cooperative with us
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Oxford Dictionary’s 
decision to choose an

emoji as its word of the 
year is nothing short of sen-
sational. Its editors said pic-
tograms are now a nuanced 
form of expression, not just 
convenient shorthand for 
use on mobile phones. That 
itself should change the 
balance of power in fami-
lies where purist elders are 
exasperated by the spellings 
of their texting teens.

Humans have used visu-
als to communicate ever 
since hieroglyphs were 
used in ancient civiliza-
tions. There have been 
some interesting experi-
ments since then, from the 
concrete poetry movement 
that uses typographic 
arrangements to enrich 
poets’ works to new forms 
of logographic writing sys-
tems such as Zlango. Media 
philosopher Marshall 
McLuhan famously said the 
use of movable type by 
Gutenberg led to not just 
cultural but cognitive 
changes as well.

The reentry of visual 
words into the dictionaries 
could open up radical pos-
sibilities in the cultural 
landscape. The emoji is 
here to stay.

One last word: 

QUICK EDIT

Radical 
shifts
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CABINET DECISIONS

Infra, exports 
receive major 
reforms push

B Y  S AU R A B H  K U M A R  &  

A S I T  R A N J A N  M I S H R A

····························
NEW DELHI

The Union cabinet on
Wednesday got down to
business after a two-week

gap, clearing decisions focused
on building infrastructure, pro-
viding relief to exporters, and
allowing further disinvestment
in Coal India Ltd—all measures
that should boost the reformist
credentials of the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance government.  

The decisions will, among
other things, benefit 34 stalled
road projects ; allow some
exporters to receive bank loans
at an interest rate three percent-
age points lower than what they
would otherwise have paid; and
put the government on course to
meet its disinvestment target for
the year by clearing the sale of a
10% stake in Coal India. 

D.K. Srivastava, chief policy
advisor at EY India, said the
decisions will have an incremen-
tal impact on the economy. “The
government should focus on tak-
ing faster decisions like these to
stimulate demand. The 7th Pay

Commission recommendations
will also push demand next
year,” he said. 

The 7th Pay Commission is
scheduled to submit its report to
finance minister Arun Jaitley on 
Thursday.

Roads and infrastructure

The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) has
been allowed to extend the con-
cession period for current
projects in build-operate-trans-
fer mode that are incomplete for
no fault of the developer. It has
also been given the option of
paying a compensation for
delays. The move will  benefit 34
stuck projects. The government
also allowed segregating con-
struction cost from civil cost,
such as land acquisition and
pre-construction activities, for
the purpose of appraisal and
approval of national highway
projects. 

In a statement, the govern-
ment said that multiple stages of
examination and appraisal of the
same project by different minis-
tries, departments and commit-
tees cause delays in award of
national highways and empow-
ered the ministry of road trans-
port and highways to decide on
any change in the contours of a
project and approve projects
with civil cost up to `1,000 crore.

While speaking at the World
Economic Forum’s (WEF)
National Strategy Day on India
in New Delhi on 4 November,
urban development minister M.
Venkaiah Naidu said that the
government would put in place a
single-window clearance mech-
anism to provide quick approv-
als for development projects by
the end of the month. He had
also said that the government
has created a unified platform
for clearances. 
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Govt on course to meet 
its disinvestment 
target for the year by 
clearing the sale of a 
10% stake in Coal India

Citi to Cisco, 
top IT clients
cut spends
B Y  VA R U N  S O O D
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While India’s $146 billion
information technology

outsourcing sector blames fewer
working days for weak revenue
growth in the October-Decem-
ber period, a more worrisome
issue plagues its biggest names:
Some of their largest clients—
from Citigroup Inc. to Wal-Mart
Stores Inc.—are either delaying 
projects or pruning their tech-
nology budgets.

Infosys Ltd and Wipro Ltd
have seen business from their
biggest customers fall over the
last two years, while Tata Con-
sultancy Services Ltd (TCS)
stopped declaring revenue from
its largest clients a few years ago.

Infosys currently generates
about 22.7% of its revenue of
$8.7 billion from its 10 largest
customers as against a fourth of
its $7.4 billion revenue two years
ago. Its third-quarter growth is
expected to be hurt by at least a
100 basis points due to a delay in
a project for retailer Wal-Mart,
which outsources annual busi-
ness worth more than $200 mil-
lion to the company, according
to two people familiar with the
development.
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A LONG WAY TO GO ON 
THE GENDER FRONT
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INDIA: AGAINST INCOME GROUP RANGE AND AVERAGE
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India has been ranked 108 in the World Economic Forum's global gender index that 
examined 145 countries, up from 114 of the 142 countries examined last year. 
India's position climbed six places primarily on account of political representation 
but continues to be abysmal on the economic and health fronts.
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India’s largest cab hailing serv-
ice Ola has raised $500 million

in fresh funds from new and
existing investors as it seeks to
expand its market share and fend
off competition from closest rival
Uber.

The company, run by ANI
Technologies Pvt. Ltd, said on
Wednesday that it raised the 
money from investment man-
agement firm Baillie Gifford,
China’s largest taxi-hailing serv-

ice company Didi Kuaidi and
existing investors Falcon Edge
Capital, Tiger Global, SoftBank
Group and DST Global. 

Ola said it “will use these
funds to further grow in the mar-
ket and expand presence across
existing categories as well as in
innovating mobility solutions for
the local market”.

Mint reported in September
that the company had received
about $225 million as part of a 
$500 million funding round—a
deal it was expected to close 
shortly and could have valued
the firm at nearly $5 billion.

With the current round, Ola
has closed over $1.3 billion of
external funding, of which over 
$1.2 billion has been raised over
the past year. In April, Ola raised
$400 million in a funding round
led by DST Global. In October
2014, Japan’s SoftBank Group led
a $210 million funding round.

“The round took longer than
expected but Ola can now
breathe a sigh of relief as there 
was lot riding on this investment
for the company,” said Kashyap
Deorah, author of The Golden

TURN TO PAGE 2®

FUNDING ROUTE

Ola gets $500 mn fresh investment
INSIDE

Hyperlocal firms now 
bet on private labels

As funding slowly 
becomes scarce, hyper-

local delivery start-ups such 
as Grofers and PepperTap 
are looking to launch their 
own private label products 
to expand revenue and 
boost profitability. >P9

See Page 6
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NOTE TO READERS

The Media Marketing Initiative on 
Page 11 is the equivalent of a 
paid-for advertisement, and no 
Mint journalists were involved in 
creating it. Readers would do well 
to treat it as an advertisement.

Sensex intraday movement on Wednesday
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10-week closing lows >3
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student loan defaults >5
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tax system >22

A well-designed welfare 
state can actually encourage 
people to take chances with 
their jobs and be more, not 

less, open to changes.
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sector spending items. In anticipation of 
upcoming state polls, Assam and Bengal 
have upped outlays by 31% and 15% respec-
tively. In October 2024 the government of 
Jharkhand more than doubled its monthly 
payout to women, from ₹1,000 to ₹2,500. 

Beyond the fiscal impact, whether cash 
transfers cause inflation is 
an empirical matter. While 
cash infusions increase pur-
chasing power and demand, 
so far the evidence in India 
is that their inflationary 
effects have been muted. 
Food prices have not been 
affected because there is 
already a massive free food-
grain programme, which is 
an in-kind transfer, and is 
unaffected by cash trans-
fers. This scheme insulates 
covered households from 
food inflation. In general, 

food inflation is linked to supply-side and 
global shocks, rather than cash transfer 
schemes. Households use the cash received 
on non-food items, which tends to elicit an 
elastic response, largely muting any infla-
tionary impact on other prices. A significant 
portion of cash might be used to repay loans 

We are concerned about the other aspects 
of cash transfers, namely their impact on 
inflation, welfare and the fiscal situation. 
Bihar is only the latest in a series of states, 
more than 12 at last count, that have cash 
schemes directed at women. By one estimate  
of Axis Bank’s research, nearly one-fifth of 
India’s adult women are 
receiving cash payments. 
The near universal seeding 
of bank accounts linked 
with Aadhaar identities 
and India’s digital payment 
infrastructure make it rela-
tively easy to transfer cash, 
practically at the press of a 
button. Total payments 
this year will be 0.5% of the 
country’s GDP, and in 
some states exceed 5% of 
the government’s expendi-
ture. In the case of Bihar, 
the total payout would be 
more than the total capital expenditure bud-
geted for this year. Its fiscal deficit is already 
pushing 6% of state GDP, far in excess of the 
3% norm. The same is true of many other 
states, such as Maharashtra and Odisha, all of 
which would be under fiscal strain or have to 
cut back on other capital expenses or social-

Welfare aims 

can be served 

by targeted 

handouts but 

why not look at 

a universal basic 

income too?

Is India’s economy moving to a 
structurally higher growth path?
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T
he National Statistics Office (NSO) is 
revising the base year of its Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP) to 2023-24 
from 2011-12, which is the base-year for 
the ongoing series. The NSO computes 
the index using monthly production 

data obtained from a fixed set of factories, collected 
by the government’s 14 ‘source agencies.’ India’s 
current IIP series is unrepresentative of underly-
ing production trends, as widely admitted. There 
are two reasons for this, contends a discussion 
paper recently released by the NSO: (i) non-report-
ing of data by factories that are closed; and (ii) lack 
of data when the selected factories change their 
production lines. These constitute a significant 
share of the selected factories. The discussion 
paper suggests ways to overcome these problems. 

To quote the paper: “Presently, the compilation 
of the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) relies on 
a fixed panel of factories selected based on the base 
year to represent industrial activity across various 
sectors. Over time, certain factories in the sample 
may experience operational disruptions, such as: 
Permanent closure, Change in the production line 
…. Generally, the base year of the IIP is revised 
periodically; however, when there is a significant 
gap between revisions, such issues tend to arise.... 
e.g. over time, in the current series the weight of 
the closed factory comes to about 8.9% of the 
index. ….To address these challenges, substitution 
of factories has become necessary… [by a set] that 
produces the same item/item group, ensuring con-
tinuity in the data series.” (Page 2) 

Is this diagnosis of the IIP’s estimation problems 
correct and complete? Would the suggested solu-
tion help capture India’s underlying production 
trends truthfully? Is the non-reporting of output/
changes in the selected factories’ production lines 
the principal or binding constraint? We examine 
these questions by using available official reports 
and academic analyses. 

To appreciate the extent of the shortcomings, 
the graph alongside reports the annual growth 
rates of production by the IIP and the Annual Sur-
vey of Industries’ (ASI) gross value added (GVA) at 
constant prices for 2012-13 to 2023-24 (the best 
available production statistics ). The two series 
move broadly in the same direction, with the IIP 
showing much lower annual growth rates and 
lower yearly fluctuations. The average annual 
growth rates over these 11 years are starkly differ-
ent: 5.9% by the ASI and a mere 3.3% by the IIP. 
Evidently, the IIP grossly under-reports industrial 
growth. But would the 8.9% of selected factories 
flagged by the discussion paper explain such a 
lower IIP growth rate? No. There are probably 
bigger problems at hand. 

The IIP is a ‘leading’ indicator of short-term 
economic performance, available monthly with a 

6-week lag. It represents physical production of 
mining, manufacturing and electricity generation, 
which accounted for 22% of GDP in 2023-24. Man-
ufacturing accounts for 78% of the IIP’s general 
index in the current series. Its efficacy in describ-
ing underlying production rests on (i) the weights 
assigned to individual items in the base-year (the 
weighting diagram of the index), (ii) the size and 
composition of the sample of factories selected for 
reporting output, and (iii) the timeliness and accu-
racy of production data used for the estimation. 

The items (i) and (ii) are statistical issues, 
addressed by periodic re-basing of the index and a 
sample selection of factories from the census of 
manufacturing that follows the principles of sam-
pling. However, access to timely and accurate pro-
duction data depends on our administrative and 
legal setup. In other words, the legal provisions or 
administrative procedures under which factories/
firms furnish production data to ‘source agencies’ 
are of critical significance.

Until 1991, under India’s industrial licensing 
regime, factories/firms had to submit monthly 
production data to official agencies for licences 
and renewals to run their businesses or expand 
capacity. Enterprises had an incentive to comply 
with administrative demands. After economic 
reforms, while the reporting mandate stayed in 
place, they could get away without meeting it. Over 
time, as production reporting dwindled, primary 
data available for estimating the index became 
scarce and infrequent. Efforts at using information 
technology to get the data did not go far. 

The Collection of Statistics Act of 2008 made 

Industrial production data: Plug 
gaps in law enforcement to fix it 

All-round compliance with India’s Collection of Statistics Act would help the IIP reflect production trends far more accurately
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F
or something so admired, so synony-
mous with merit, the concept of intel-
ligence is remarkably poorly under-

stood. Our society operates on the assump-
tion that people with greater intelligence 
deserve access to better schools and better 
jobs. Many believe that animals with 
higher intelligence deserve to be treated 
more humanely, or at least not eaten. Tech 
leaders obsessively compare human intel-
ligence with the latest AI systems. Many 
people claim that once these systems sur-
pass us in intelligence, they will enslave us, 
destroy us, or solve all our problems.

How can we compare human and 
machine intelligence when we can’t decide 
which species is more intelligent? Scien-
tists who study human or animal behaviour 
and brainpower tend to break intelligence 
down into abilities they can actually meas-
ure. What impressed them was a recent 
paper providing experimental evidence 
that chimpanzees can use reasoning to 
weigh different strengths of evidence, 
draw rational conclusions, update beliefs, 
and recognize the strengths and weak-
nesses of their own knowledge.

This finding refutes centuries of philos-
ophy that equated reason with human 
uniqueness. “It’s the strongest evidence yet 
that we share the planet with another 
rational being,” said Duke University evo-
lutionary anthropologist Brian Hare. The 
significance isn’t in measuring the level of 
chimp intelligence, but in understanding 
how our animal relatives think.

Intelligence is a little like the concept of 
nobility, said Alison Gopnik, a psychology 
professor at the University of California, 
Berkeley. Nobility is a social construct that 
conflates social status with positive charac-
ter traits. It’s been used for centuries to jus-
tify the hoarding of power and wealth. 
Gopnik explained that intelligence is often 
seen as a mysterious magical substance 
people are born with in varying quantities. 
“It’s this really funny kind of folk idea, and 
it’s very prevalent among AI researchers,” 
she said, “and it doesn’t make any sense 
from the cognitive science perspective.”

What does make sense, she said, is the 
latest evidence showing that animals can 
reason. The researchers worked with 
orphaned chimps rescued from the wild, 
living at the Ngamba Island Chimpanzee 
Sanctuary in Uganda. Participation was 
voluntary—between 15 and 23 eager sub-
jects participated. The chimpanzees were 
asked to choose between two canisters that 
might contain a treat, such as apple slices. 
In some cases, the researchers used a trans-
parent window to let the chimps see where 

the treats were, while in others, they shook 
the containers so the animals could hear 
whether anything was inside.

Sometimes the researchers would add, 
remove or alter evidence, then give the 
chimps a chance to change their minds. In 
one case, they even presented the chimps 
with ‘fake news’—a picture of fruit instead 
of the real thing. The chimps discounted 
the false evidence, recalled other clues and 
used them to get the correct answer.

Many animals update their beliefs 
through learning, said Gopnik, but this 
experiment demonstrated something new; 
the animals were not just learning but 
weighing evidence, both new and remem-
bered. And they combined all that infor-
mation to decide whether they had good 
reason to change their minds. That 
requires what Gopnik calls meta-cogni-
tion—the ability to evaluate what they 
know and what they don’t. Hare agreed 
that chimps were demonstrating metacog-
nition—to succeed in the task, the animals 
had to reflect on what they didn’t know.

Last week, Science reported that 
ChatGPT and similar systems are pro-
grammed to lack strong meta-cognition. 
These systems often give confidently 
incorrect answers rather than admitting 
they don’t know. The training, as Science 
reported, is designed to “reward confident 
guesses and penalize honest uncertainty.”

If intelligence is like nobility, that 
doesn’t mean it’s non-existent, but rather 
that it’s subjective. Chatbots might have 
superhuman language skills and instant 
access to vast amounts of accumulated 
human knowledge, but they lack curiosity 
and the probabilistic logic that’s critical for 
sound judgment. And with all their over-
confidence and sycophancy on display, 
they are proving to be somewhat ignoble.

Perhaps the reason we’re so obsessed 
with ranking intelligence is that such 
behaviour is instinctive for hierarchical 
primates like us. We’re driven to equate 
higher rank with dominance, so it feels nat-
ural to assume that if intelligence deter-
mines rank, and AI climbs above us, it will 
dominate—or even drive us to extinction. 

That’s what we have come close to doing 
to chimpanzees. But then, destroying or 
crowding out animals that have so much to 
teach us about ourselves is not all that  
intelligent. ©BLOOMBERG

Tech leaders think AI is smart 
but chimps may beg to differ

Don’t underestimate other primates in all the excitement over AI

AI lacks some mental skills that 

chimpanzees display. ISTOCKPHOTO
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That said, there could just as easily be situ-
ations where personal data is being put to 
new uses that were not even contemplated 
at the time consent was obtained. In other 
instances, companies may not have a record 
of having sought consent—either because 
the personal data in question was acquired 
from a data broker (as sales teams are wont to 
do whenever they have to initiate a new mar-
keting campaign), or on account of poorly 
designed systems that have either misplaced 
or deleted this information. In all such 
instances, data fiduciaries will have no 
option but to seek fresh consent from data 
principals in order to be able to continue to 
use that information, or, absent such con-
sent, will have to delete that personal data 
before the DPDP Act comes fully into force 
in 18 months.

The three-step process outlined above 
will allow data fiduciaries to quickly assess 
the extent to which their existing operations 
align with the new obligations they will soon 
be subject to. Armed with this information, 
they can approach data protection special-
ists to understand what they must do to fill 
gaps in their compliance and ensure that 
they have the right systems in place.

And now that the countdown has begun, 
they have no excuse left to delay action.

are in compliance with the obligations under 
the DPDP Act? To all my clients who ask me 
this question, I recommend a simple three-
step process to quickly assess the full magni-
tude of their compliance burden and iden-
tify the steps they could take to address any 
shortcomings.

Step 1 is to take stock of the personal data 
they currently collect. Most companies (big 
and small) use software systems to collect, 
process and store information. As a result, all 
they must do to answer this question is make 
a list of all the data fields in their database 
management systems and what that field 
contains. With this information in hand, all 
the company needs to do is identify which of 
those data fields contain personally identifi-
able information—and they will get a com-
plete list of all the digital personal data that 
is being collected as part of their operations.

Step 2 is determining the purposes for 
which that personal data is being used by the 
company. This is a bit more challenging, 
given that large corporations often have 
complex, deeply interconnected technology 
systems that collect data in one place and 
utilize it elsewhere. Tracking down every 
last way in which a given piece of personal 
data is used may seem daunting, but it is 
essential. 

A
lthough we have known since 2023 
that India’s Digital Personal Data 
Protection Act of 2023 (DPDP Act) 

would come into effect sooner or later, most 
businesses put off taking action until the 
rules were notified. Last week, the ministry 
of electronics and information technology 
brought the DPDP Act into force, marking 
the beginning of a new chapter in India’s 
digital governance history. Although data 
fiduciaries have been given a fairly generous 
18-month transition period before the entire 
law comes into force, now that the clock has 
started ticking, everyone is worried that they 
may not have enough time to comply.

The DPDP Act is a relatively straightfor-
ward piece of legislation designed to do one 
thing and one thing only: regulate the pro-
cessing of digital personal data. It goes about 
doing this by requiring that anyone who 
‘processes’ personal data must make sure it 
is always done on legitimate grounds.

So, what does a business have to do to 
determine whether its current operations 

India’s new data protection law: A compliance guide
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Much of the analysis required for this 
three-step process can be carried out by 
internal IT teams, which are already respon-
sible for maintaining these IT systems and 
will thus be familiar with the design and 
architecture of their internal data systems. 

There are also other details that companies 
need to understand in order 
to assess the extent of their 
compliance—such as the 
duration for which personal 
data is being retained, since 
the DPDP Act requires that 
it not be retained after the 
specified purpose has been 
served—but most of this 
information can be derived 
from what has been gath-
ered through the process 
described above.

Most data fiduciaries 
that conduct this exercise 
will probably realize 

exactly how well (or not) their operations are 
aligned with the requirements of the new 
law. Given the broad and open-ended way in 
which privacy policies are typically worded, 
it is possible that the consent already 
obtained may have been stated in terms so 
broad that it covers the vast majority of uses.

At the end of Step 2, data fiduciaries 
should have a list of all the different ways in 
which each item of personal data identified 
in Step 1 is being used.

Now all the company needs to do is 
ensure that there is a legitimate basis for 
using the personal data listed in Step 1 for 
each purpose listed in Step 
2. Which means that Step 
3, the final step, is about 
ensuring that the com-
pany either has the con-
sent of the person to 
whom the data pertains 
(the ‘data principal’) for 
processing that personal 
data, or is permitted to 
carry out such processing 
without consent because 
it is either one of the per-
mitted legitimate users 
under Section 7 of the 
DPDP Act or is covered by 
a specific exception under Section 17. If no 
such ground exists for data processing, the 
company doing it must either obtain the 
consent of data principals to continue its 
processing or cease processing that cate-
gory of personal data in that manner before 
the law comes into force.

The rules are 

finally in place 

and data-using 

businesses 

shouldn’t find 

it hard to meet 

their obligations

data submission a legal must, though it is seldom 
invoked for preparing the IIP. This law seems to 
function better for the ASI, for which the NSO field 
staff visit factories to collect data. 

The problem was deliberated upon at length by 
the Report of the Working Group for Development of 
Methodology for Compilation of the All-India Index of 
Industrial Production with Base Year 2009-10/ 
2011-12, produced in April 2014 by a group chaired 
by Soumitra Chaudhuri for the ministry of statistics 
and programme implementation. The report said, 
“…most of the Government of India organisations… 
which supply monthly IIP data suffer from prob-
lems of non-response in primary data collection, 
which may be due to lack of legislative or regulatory 
control over the production units. In such cases, 
they are left with no option but to estimate the pro-
duction of the non-responding units. In the absence 
of trained statistical personnel and clear-cut guide-
lines, most of the agencies are unable to carry out 
statistically sound procedures of estimation—the 
data quality being the obvious casualty as a result.” 
(Page 10). Further, the report said: “The Working 
Group is of the view that a significant step towards 
improving the data collection system would be the 
implementation and strict enforcement of the Col-
lection of Statistics Act, 2008.” (Page 54). 

In sum, we need a candid analysis of the root of 
the IIP problem. It seems to lie in inadequate pro-
duction data from factories and firms. The NSO 
discussion paper, though, looks for solutions in the 
professional domain of statistical methodology. 
This seems like a proverbial case of looking for 
one’s keys under a lamp, not where they were lost. 

When statistics tell separate stories
Industrial growth tracked by India’s Index of Industrial Production (IIP) has consistently been 
running lower than growth in gross value added recorded by the Annual Survey of Industries (ASI)

Source: EPW Research Foundation - India Time Series
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DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 

With over 65 per cent of its population below the age of
35, India possesses one of the largest and youngest work-
forces in the world. A UN report titled The Power of 1.8 Billion
notes that countries with significant youth populations can
accelerate development — but only if they invest deeply
in education, health, and the protection of young people’s
rights. This promise, however, stands in stark contrast to
how youth energy has historically been channelled. 

For more than two millennia, societies across the world
have drawn upon the courage and stamina of the young
largely to strengthen military might. Millions of bright, spir-
ited young people have been used as fuel for wars. Outside
the battlefield too, institutions have often failed to use youth

power constructively. Political parties deploy their youth
wings not for nation-building but for electoral muscle-break-
ing up rival meetings, intimidating opponents, and show-
casing strength. In the world of business and industry,
labour unions frequently rely on young workers to raise
fiery slogans, pressure management, or threaten loyal
employees to extract concessions.

Even campuses are not immune. Student unions often
mobilise large groups to force administrative decisions, and
when negotiations fail, vandalism follows-ransacking
offices, smashing windowpanes, burning buses, and pub-
licly torching effigies of authorities. These repeated cycles
of impulsive, unfocused aggression demand serious intro-
spection. Youthful dissent is essential to a democracy, but
when passion is misdirected, it becomes a tool of destruc-
tion rather than a catalyst for progress.

This raises uncomfortable yet important questions: Are
we giving our youth a purpose worth striving for? Are we
guiding their energy towards nation-building rather than
chaos? Is there truly no alternative to the misuse of youth
power? Mahatma Gandhi envisioned young people as cat-
alysts of moral and social transformation-individuals
shaped by courage, conviction, discipline, and service. His
belief remains profoundly relevant. In today’s digital era,
the youth are not just foot soldiers; they are innovators,
entrepreneurs, coders, creators, climate warriors, and social

reformers. Across India, young people are building start-
ups that solve real-world problems, leading movements
on mental health, gender equality, and environmental pro-
tection, and reshaping the civic landscape through creativ-
ity and activism. What they require is not suspicion or sur-
veillance, but support, trust, and principled guidance.
History shows that when a nation allows its youth to
wander down a path marked by indiscipline, violence, and
disrespect, it invites social decay. Youth are like a double-
edged sword: capable of dismantling enemies-but equally
capable of destabilising their own homeland if provoked,
misguided, or misused. If we continue to encourage strikes,
vandalism, aggression, and hostility towards teachers and
institutions, we risk nurturing a generation that may, unin-
tentionally, help erode the very foundations of the nation
they are meant to uplift.

Today, India stands at a critical intersection of oppor-
tunity and responsibility. Parents, educators, leaders,
and communities must work together to cultivate not just
ambition but character; not just skills but compassion; not
just energy but ethical purpose. The task is immense, but
the reward is immeasurable: strengthening the nation’s
soul. Let us recognise that our youth are partners of today
and builders of a more resilient India.
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Those who joined the caravan were governed
by its rules and regulations. The start of a
caravan was a significant occasion for the mer-
chant community. For pilgrimage, sangha
was organised and its head was the sangha-
pati. The position of sarthavaha in trade and
commerce was similar.

The presiding deity of the caravans was
Yaksha Manibhadra. Temples in his honour
existed in northern India. The colossal statue
of Yaksha from Parkham, now housed in
Mathura Museum, represents him. Caravan
leaders and travellers by land and sea were the
carriers of stories from Indian literature. Like
Manibhadra, Manimekhala was the presiding
goddess of sea travellers and sailors in south-
ern India.  The Tamil  Buddhist epic
‘Manimekalai’ refers to this sea
goddess, who rescued the heroine
from the unwanted attentions of
a prince and took her across the
sea to an island where she was
introduced to Buddhism. She is
regarded as the guardian of the
sea, namely the Indian Ocean.

The two great pathways - Uttarapatha and
Dakshinapatha — criss-crossed the Indian
subcontinent, playing a key role in promoting
India’s internal trade and culture. Fortuitously,
in the Kushan period, Kanishka controlled
routes to Central Asia and the Uttarapatha
simultaneously. No previous ruler had done
this. Consequently, Indian culture and trade
spread vigorously into central and eastern Asia.
Manuscripts written in Brahmi reached these
regions. Under Kanishka, Mathura emerged as
one of the major centres of art. Kushan art influ-
enced the eastern and western routes of
Central Asia. During the Kushan period, India’s

trade with the Roman Empire reached its peak.
The Kharosthi script was widespread in

northwest India, Afghanistan, and parts of
Central Asia, and remained in use for about 700
years, from the 4th Century BCE to the 3rd
Century CE. Sanskrit manuscripts in Brahmi
have been excavated from Dunhuang, China.
Hiuen Tsang observed that this script had been
taken from India and modified in different
locales. By the 7th Century CE, it had attained
considerable popularity in Central Asia.
Through the Kharosthi and Brahmi scripts,
Sanskrit became the universal language of
culture in that vast region.

Despite a rich legacy of overland connec-
tions, India has yet to create a prominent his-
torical narrative of this connectivity. Numerous

well-known heritage sites exist
along India’s western routes.
The idea is to bring these sites
into dialogue and build partner-
ships on the basis of shared her-
itage. For instance, there is a large
body of literature on the origins
of major crops, archaeological

evidence of which suggests contacts across the
west. India should aim to revive its overland
ties by launching projects to sustain its cross-
national connectivity with east Africa, the
Arabian Peninsula, and other such regions.
Over a dozen countries could be identified as
partners under this outreach initiative. Trade
should be a major focus, given that the Gulf
countries are India’s biggest trading partners.
China has built a strong narrative around the
‘Silk Route’, serving a strategic purpose. Of older
provenance and greater scale, India’s trade
routes have yet to claim their place in the
present era.

Editor’s

As things were progressing in Bangladesh, a harsh
punishment for the ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was
on the cards, but few thought it would be this severe. The
death sentence handed to former Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina is both troubling and turbulent, as it could
change the political history of the subcontinent. The verdict —
delivered by the International Crimes Tribunal for “crimes
against humanity” during the 2024 student uprising — has
been received at two extremes: jubilation among opponents
and anxiety within the established political spectrum. It is also
a complex strategic dilemma for India, where Hasina is
residing under political asylum.

While the interim government under Muhammad Yunus has
hailed the ruling as a triumph of accountability, Hasina has
condemned it as a “rigged” and politically motivated verdict.
The verdict, though judicial, is based on political expediency
rather than the tenets of jurisprudence.

Bangladesh today stands deeply polarised. Supporters of the
uprising view the verdict as long-overdue justice against
excessive state brutality under Hasina’s tenure. But it sets a
dangerous precedent: a former elected leader tried in
absentia, convicted swiftly, and sentenced to death without
being given a fair chance to present her case. The risk of
political vendetta becoming state policy looms large, raising
concerns about the weakening of democratic institutions and
due process in Bangladesh. The verdict has only intensified the
political chaos and confusion in the country.

Bangladesh is now facing uncertainty on various counts —
instability, economic fragility, and factional divides that can
lead to anarchy and even violence on the streets. For India, the
dilemma could not be greater. Hasina has been New Delhi’s
most reliable partner in Dhaka — helping with
counterterrorism, border management, and regional stability.
The demand for her extradition by Bangladesh places India in
an uncomfortable position. India cannot ignore the political
context behind the charges, the credibility of the tribunal, or
the long-standing strategic partnership with Hasina. New
Delhi’s cautious response — affirming its commitment to
“peace, democracy, inclusion, and stability” in Bangladesh —
reflects the complexity of the moment. India now faces three
broad strategic options: extradite Hasina, which would
appease the interim government but risk alienating a large
section of Bangladeshi society and damage New Delhi’s
credibility as a protector of political refugees; grant asylum or
safe passage to a third country, which protects Hasina but
could strain ties with the current Bangladeshi administration
and provoke diplomatic retaliation; and finally, delay the
process as much as possible by invoking technicalities. India
could also impose conditions on any extradition. India’s long-
term interest lies not in choosing sides but in ensuring that
Bangladesh remains stable, democratic, and peaceful. New
Delhi must tread carefully, balancing humanitarian
considerations, legal obligations, and geopolitical realities.

As Dhaka pushes for her extradition, India now finds
itself at the centre of a sensitive geopolitical

dilemma — one that will test its strategic priorities

Gallows for Sheikh
Hasina, dilemma for India

Military rule under constitutional pretence
Apropos the article “Constitutionalised Coup d’État in
Pakistan” (Nov 18, 2025), the piece highlights a troubling
pattern that Pakistan has long struggled to overcome:
power concentrated in military hands under a carefully
maintained veneer of constitutional legitimacy. Each time
a general assures the public of temporary stewardship,
the promise of restoring genuine democratic authority
slips further from reach.

The present situation is particularly alarming as mili-
tary consolidation occurs openly, with parliamentary struc-
tures intact but hollowed out. Civilian leaders hold office
yet wield little power, while unelected actors dictate
Pakistan’s political fate, undermining trust and national
institutions.

If Pakistan is to reclaim genuine democratic space, it
must reassert civilian supremacy through legal clarity,
transparent checks and balances, and empowered leg-
islatures. 

International partners should support democratic
strengthening rather than short-term convenience. Only
through a renewed commitment to shared governance,
with the military returning to a professional role, can
Pakistan rebuild trust and move towards a future defined
by citizens, not uniforms.

M BARATHI ABBHARNA | BENGALURU

Mexico’s Gen Z demands accountability 
Apropos “Gen Z Rage Ignites Mexico’s Streets” (Nov 18),
the unrest in Mexico highlights a profound generational
impatience with a system that has long failed to protect
its citizens and uphold public trust. The anger today did
not arise suddenly; it stems from repeated failures to
curb corruption, cartel violence, and protect reformers
like Carlos Manzo. Young people now reject old
excuses, demanding accountability from distant insti-
tutions, echoing movements elsewhere calling for polit-
ical renewal.

Yet the situation raises difficult questions: how
easily can genuine public anger be distorted by oppor-
tunistic groups or undermined by misinformation, espe-
cially in an era where online narratives outpace facts?
Mexico now stands at a critical juncture: suppressing
unrest may bring temporary calm, but ignoring its root
causes risks deeper turbulence. 

A credible path forward requires transparent inves-
tigations, sincere engagement with youth leaders, and
a clear plan to strengthen the rule of law.

Small steps toward rebuilding trust may not imme-
diately calm the streets, but they demonstrate that the
government is willing to listen before frustration esca-
lates further.

A MYILSAMI | COIMBATORE

India’s falling global rankings
India, the world’s largest democracy, faces concerning
declines across key global indices. According to the
Reporters Without Borders World Press Freedom
Index, India fell from 140 in 2014 to 151 in 2025, with the
report noting that “violence against journalists, highly
concentrated media ownership, and political alignment”
have put press freedom in crisis. On the UNDP Human
Development Index, India remains at 130, with inequal-
ity reducing the HDI by 30.7 per cent, one of the highest
losses in the region. Despite improvements in health
and education, income and gender disparities remain,
with female labour force participation and political rep-
resentation lagging. 

The Global Gender Gap Index fell from 114 to 131, with
female parliamentary representation dropping from 14.7
to 13.8 per cent and ministerial roles from 6.5 to 5.6 per
cent. The Corruption Perceptions Index declined from
85 to 96, while the Heritage Foundation’s Economic
Freedom Index fell from 120 to 128. 

The Global Hunger Index places India at 102 of 123
countries, reflecting serious malnutrition. It is crucial
that the government implements time-bound policies
to address these deficits and improve India’s standing
across these indices.

YASH PAL RALHAN | JALANDHAR
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In prehistoric times, the civilisations of Egypt and
Mesopotamia flourished to the west of India,
with China to its east. India’s mountain passes
provided natural access to Afghanistan, Iran, the
Pamirs, Central Asia, and thence to West Asia,
the Mediterranean world, and China. Goods from
Badakshan and Central Asia found their way to
the Sindhu-Saraswati region in the same
manner as they did to Sumer and other ancient
centres. The Achaemenid Empire and the
Greco-Bactrian kingdoms provided an 
effective bridge between India and the
Mediterranean world.

The Indian subcontinent was connected to the
West via Kandahar and Bolan Pass, and through
the proto-historic route via Makran. The route
through the Khyber passed via the Hindu Kush.
The latter became the principal route between
India and Western Asia. During Vedic times, the
significance of these roads was fully realised, and
gods were invoked for the protection of these
routes. The commercial importance of these
routes was acknowledged in the Atharva Veda.
Many frequently used routes are mentioned in
the Ramayana and Mahabharata. Pali literature
is also an important source for establishing the
trade routes.

Before the 2nd Century BCE, land routes
between India and the West were more popular
than those by sea. The main land routes under-
went considerable changes as cities fell and rose,
altering the course of these routes substantial-
ly. The cities which controlled trade between
India and the West were Bactria, Merv, Ecbatana,
Ctesiphon, and Seleucia. Bactria was especial-
ly important for India. From there, Indian com-
modities passed through Khotan, Yarkand,
Kashgar, and China in the east; to the Oxus valley
in the northwest; and to the Euphrates and Tigris
valleys in the west. Bactria was also important
for goods from countries such as China and Iran.
The ancient route from Taxila to Bactria crossed
the Indus River. The proximity of the famous
Ashoka rock inscriptions is evidence of the antiq-
uity and importance of this route. This was the
centre of transit trade between India, China,
Central Asia, and the Mediterranean world.
Numismatic evidence suggests that the scale
and volume of trade at Bactria was quite sub-
stantial and involved many countries. Its signif-
icance as a trade centre was remarkable, par-
ticularly before the development of sea routes
between India and the West.

Sartha is defined as ‘a group of travellers’. It
refers to merchants who invested equal
amounts of capital and traded with external
markets, travelling in a caravan. Their leader was
known as the sarthavaha, or ‘caravan leader’.
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Inspiring the young: Most urgent national mission

Royal Bengal tigers wade through the waters in the Sundarbans, in South 24
Pargana district of West Bengal.
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The Supreme Court on Tuesday,

November 18, expressed serious

concern over reports indicating

that a child goes missing in India

every eight minutes, describing

the situation as alarming and

requiring urgent systemic

attention. A bench comprising

Justices BV Nagarathna and R

Mahadevan made the

observation while examining a

case concerning missing children

and the effectiveness of the

country’s adoption and tracing

mechanisms.

Justice Nagarathna

highlighted that the existing

adoption framework is

excessively complex and time-

consuming, often compelling

individuals to resort to illegal

channels. The bench emphasised

the necessity for swift and

coordinated action, stating that

any complaint uploaded on the

designated portal must be

immediately shared with

relevant officers to ensure

prompt intervention.

The Supreme Court had

directed the Centre to create an

online platform under the Home

Ministry to improve

coordination among police

tracing missing children. This

aims to streamline procedures,

reduce delays, and prevent

exploitation.

The remarks stress urgent

reforms in adoption and child-

tracing mechanisms, with better

monitoring. Authorities and civil

society must collaborate to

protect vulnerable children. The

court warns that systemic

inefficiencies cannot

compromise their safety, and

immediate action is essential.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

SUPREME COURT FLAGS URGENT
CRISIS OVER MISSING CHILDREN
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have been sanctioned for Bihar, many reg-
istered in the names of women. Such
figures speak to concrete change that
people can see and touch: an all weather
road, a light that stays on, a tap that works,
a home that provides dignity.

As these public goods spread, old labels
lose some of their hold. Bihar’s society
remains diverse and layered, yet those
layers no longer behave like watertight
containers in electoral terms.
Women from different com-
munities now share expecta-
tions about safety, mobility
and opportunity.  Young
people from families that once stood at
opposite ends of the social hierarchy now
find themselves in the same coaching
classes and labour markets. Their daily
experiences draw them into a shared
space of aspiration. In that space, the ques-
tions they ask of politics concern jobs,
infrastructure, stability and fairness.

The verdict has also delivered a clear
message on dynasty centred politics.
Parties that relied on family charisma and

inherited networks have seen their legisla-
tive space contract sharply. Bihar has
observed such formations at close quar-
ters for several decades and understands
their limits. The 2025 result suggests that
voters are looking at how leaders conduct
themselves in government, how they
respond in crises, how they engage with
institutions and how they use public
resources. Where family backgrounds

exist within the wider National
Democratic Alliance, they are
increasingly filtered through
demands for hard work, organ-
isational ability and a record of

service.
The behaviour of younger voters sits at

the heart of this shift. Bihar has one of
India’s youngest demographic profiles,
and millions of citizens born after 2000
voted in this election. They have grown up
in an India where expressways, digital pay-
ments, competitive federalism and ambi-
tious welfare schemes shape expectations.
They compare states, track announce-
ments and judge leaders on the speed

with which promises turn into visible
change. For them, the difference between
a road laid on time and a road that never
leaves the file is not an abstract matter.
They experience that difference every day
when they commute to colleges, coach-
ing centres or workplaces and when they
see families back home benefit from
connectivity and welfare.

This generation also brings a sharp
instinct for national coherence. Young
voters are alert to rhetoric that under-
mines institutions, flirts with separatist
sentiment or trivialises national security.
They engage critically with policy debates,
including on unemployment and inequal-
ity, yet they draw a line between criticism
that aims to improve the republic and nar-
ratives that appear indifferent to its cohe-
sion. Bihar’s verdict reflects this distinction.
Voters have responded to a political for-
mation that speaks the language of both
development and national purpose with
unusual clarity.

Law and order provide another layer of
explanation. Bihar’s elections were once

associated with booth capturing and vio-
lence. Over recent years, and especially in
this electoral cycle, those images have
largely receded. Insurgency affected
pockets have been pushed back through
the combined weight of firm security mea-
sures and economic development. Traders
now keep their shops open longer, stu-
dents travel with greater confidence, and
families experience public life with less
anxiety. An electorate that has seen this
improvement does not ignore it when
choosing its representatives.

The response of parts of the opposition
to these developments has been reveal-
ing. Rather than reflecting on the reasons
for their loss of support, some leaders have
preferred to cast doubt on the Election
Commission, on voter lists or on the fair-
ness of the process itself. This posture does
little justice to the intelligence and agency
of Bihar’s voters. It also ignores the fact
that the same institutional framework has
produced outcomes favourable to the
opposition in other states. The electorate
expects a more serious engagement with
its concerns than blanket denunciations
of the system that it has just used so enthu-
siastically.

Placed in a wider national and global
context, Bihar’s verdict strengthens an
emerging pattern. At a time when several
democracies grapple with polarisation,
economic drift and institutional fatigue,
India continues to register high participa-
tion, stable leadership and a policy trajec-
tory centred on growth, inclusion and
national strength. The Bihar result adds
another layer of democratic endorse-
ment to that trajectory. It suggests that
voters in one of India’s most politically
conscious states see their own progress
intertwined with the country’s larger
journey towards a developed and confi-
dent Bharat by 2047.

For the National Democratic Alliance,
this mandate is both encouragement
and instruction. It validates the emphasis
on infrastructure, welfare delivery and
security, yet it also raises expectations for
faster job creation, deeper reforms and
continual institutional improvement. For
the opposition, the verdict poses serious
questions about strategy, leadership and
programme. 

Bihar’s voters have signalled that they
expect a politics grounded in gover-
nance, seriousness and respect for nation-
al cohesion. Those expectations are likely
to frame the grammar of Indian politics
for years to come.

Electropreneur Park (EP), Bhubaneswar, has
emerged as a transformative force in India’s
innovation landscape, particularly within the
Electronics System Design and Manufacturing
(ESDM) domain. 

The Software Technology Parks of India (STPI)
has set up the EP Bhubaneswar Centre of
Entrepreneurship (CoE), with key stakehold-
ers such as the Electronics & IT Department,
Government of Odisha, the International
Institute of Information Technology (IIIT)
Bhubaneswar as the Knowledge & Academic
Partner, and the India Electronics and
Semiconductor Association (IESA) as the
Industry Implementation Partner for EP
Bhubaneswar. This unique partnership model
integrates government initiatives, academic
excel lence,  and industry  expert ise ,  
enabling startups to transition from ideation
to commercialisation with structured guidance
and support.

STPI actively fosters India’s tech startup
ecosystem through its 24 Centres of
Entrepreneurship (CoEs) and the
Next Generation Incubation Scheme
(NGIS). This comprehensive support
has empowered over 1,400 star-
tups, helping them collectively raise around
`600 crores from investors. Beyond funding,
STPI’s CoEs, which offer 360-degree support
including lab infrastructure, mentorship, IP
filing, and market access, have facilitated the
creation of over 2,000 products and enabled
more than 1,000 Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) filings.

EP Bhubaneswar is committed to promot-
ing indigenous innovation, product develop-
ment, and intellectual property creation. It
focuses on nurturing high-potential startups
working in cutting-edge areas such as artifi-
cial intelligence, 5G, drones, healthcare, and
other ESDM-related technologies. Through a
combination of incubation, acceleration,
mentoring, funding access, and market link-
ages, EP Bhubaneswar is building an ecosys-
tem conducive to entrepreneurship and sus-
tainable growth.

EP Bhubaneswar’s infrastructure and
support mechanisms are tailored to meet the
multifaceted needs of ESDM startups. EP
offers cutting-edge lab facilities, technical men-
toring, business development assistance, and

access to funding schemes such as MeitY’s
GENESIS (Gen-Next Support for Innovative
Startups) programme and DPIIT’s SISF (Startup
India Seed Fund Scheme). Specialised initia-
tives such as the Mining Challenge further
amplify the opportunities available to incubat-
ed startups.

To date, EP Bhubaneswar has incubated 35
startups and supported over 80 others through
acceleration programmes. 

These startups have collectively developed
116 working prototypes and successfully
launched 55 innovative products into the
market.  The ventures nurtured by EP
Bhubaneswar have collectively raised exter-
nal funding of more than ?12 crores. In addi-
tion, 45 Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) have
been filed, underlining a culture of research-
driven innovation.

Several success stories underscore EP
Bhubaneswar’s on-ground impact. Aurassure
Pvt Ltd, specialising in environmental intelli-
gence, has emerged as a leader in smart air
quality monitoring. 

Coratia Technologies, focusing on underwa-
ter robotics, has gained national recognition
through awards such as iDEX and Shark Tank.
SMPS Electric Control Pvt. Ltd. is innovating in
hybrid power systems for smart grids and e-
mobility. FxUAV Technologies is developing
enterprise-grade drones for strategic applica-
tions, while PriME Technologies is addressing
critical healthcare challenges through IoT-

enabled solutions.
These ventures, and many

others like them, demonstrate
how EP Bhubaneswar is not only
contributing to the growth of the

ESDM sector in Odisha but also playing a
pivotal role in furthering the vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

By fostering entrepreneurship, enhancing
technological capability, and encouraging
the creation of intellectual property, EP
Bhubaneswar is positioning Odisha as a sig-
nificant player in India’s journey towards elec-
tronics self-reliance.

Looking ahead, Electropreneur Park
Bhubaneswar is poised to scale new heights
as it continues to support and enable a new
generation of technology entrepreneurs.

It remains steadfast in its mission to create
an innovation-led, knowledge-driven ecosys-
tem that empowers startups to address
complex chal lenges  and contr ibute  
meaningfully to India’s digital and economic
aspirations.

On November 10th , after a decade, India expe-
rienced its first terror attack on its heartland, start-
ing from the capital, which killed 13 and injured
more than 20. The largest bomb strike in India
since the 2006 Mumbai train bombings has nearly
blurred the red lines of terror against India. The
bomb blast at the Red Fort must be seen as a
serious warning or sign of upcoming dangers for
India, as it indicates multiple significant pattern
shifts in the terror cycle against India and possi-
bly a new beginning of jihad against India.

The Shift
There are three shifts worth noting
after the horrific terror incident in
Delhi. First, terror gloves are off now,
which shows the audacity to strike
India in its heartland — a dangerous
stance that was prominent from
the early to mid-2000s, diminished after 2014, and
shifted focus to Kashmir. Second, the tone and
nature of terror modules have also undergone
a major change. Earlier, the pattern was direct,
with terror outfits and their splinter groups direct-
ly recruiting and carrying out attacks with full
responsibility. Third: complexity and silence-until
now, no terror outfit has claimed responsibility
for the Red Fort terror attack, which is a troubling
shift — indicating an increasing depth of subver-
sive terrorism aimed at staging both direct and
indirect attacks through multiple methods — sab-
otage, institutional infiltration, front groups,
kidnappings, assassinations, etc. The shift may
resemble what LeT-supported Indian Mujahideen
and SIMI did, where radicalisation focused on
youth and students who formed the core of IM
and SIMI. 

Both terrorist groups targeted urban areas and
used high-impact serial blasts to create shock. The
SIMI group had about 90 per cent of its members
as students with bachelor’s degrees, supporting
Osama bin Laden’s goals through radical social
activities such as violence and protests. The main
factor that drove SIMI, an organisation historical-
ly established for religious education and reform,
towards more terror and extremist activities was
fractured communal lines and some external
inspiration from the 1979 Iranian revolution,
rejecting secularism and democracy. However,
after the government banned SIMI, it received
support from external terror groups such as LeT
and the Bangladesh-based Harkat-ul-Jihad, which

later contributed to the formation of the Indian
Mujahideen in 2003, two years after the ban on
SIMI. This led to a phase of indirect attack
methods, where the main outfit enabled strikes
by indirectly facilitating bombings. The infamous
ISI Karachi Project involved LeT and other terror
groups training Indian youth to carry out terror

attacks in India. The modus operan-
di was to train these youths through
brainwashing and operational train-
ing with IEDs, then facilitate their
movement to major cities and wait
for instructions to carry out bomb

strikes. Interestingly, they were taught how to
construct IEDs using locally available materials
to avoid leaving a clear trail of Pakistani involve-
ment, giving Pakistan a chance at plausible deni-
ability and creating a band of radicalised Indian
youths, especially Muslims. 

This indirect method — the Karachi Project-
became a nightmare for India from 2005 to 2010,
leading to bombings in Jaipur, Pune, and
Ahmedabad. The case of Sayed Zabiuddin Ansari,
aka Abu Hamza, who was Indian-born in
Maharashtra, played a role in planning the 26/11
attacks, especially teaching Hindi to terrorists and
giving them instructions through VoIP. Another
interesting case is Yasin Bhatkal, who was born
in Karnataka and later became a prominent figure
and co-founder of Indian Mujahideen. Bhatkal
played a key role in carrying out a series of bomb-
ings, including the 2011 Mumbai bomb blasts, 2012
Pune, and 2013 Hyderabad blasts. This indirect
method involved spotters who identified uned-
ucated youth and some educated individuals,
exploiting communal fault lines to brainwash
them, which mainly involved blue-collar workers.
The cases of Bhatkal and Ansari are examples of
blue-collar individuals, as both of them did not
complete their education.

The Dangerous Shift
Perhaps for the first time in India’s terror land-
scape, a complete group of white-collar recruits
with full professional degrees and skillsets has
carried out a bomb strike. The emergence of

white-collar terror could signal another shift from
Pakistan’s ISI. This shift involves a 
hybrid of indirect and inspired methods, where
online propaganda and training by terror outfits
like Jaish and LeT motivate self-radicalised indi-
viduals to carry out attacks, especially lone-wolf
attacks.

The case of four doctors, one of whom carried
out a bomb strike near the Red Fort, indicates a
pattern more aligned with inspired terror, but it
also includes some indirect elements, such as
establishing contact with certain outfits, Kashmiri
terror modules’ top commanders, and facilitat-
ing support from outside if some reports are to
be believed. However, what is concerning is the
strike pattern, which leans more towards inspired
methods. If this inspired method develops
further, it could trigger a wave of lone-wolf attacks.
An example is the 2016 Nice attack. Though the
perpetrator, Mohamed Lahouaiej-Bouhlel, acted
on his own, ISIS later claimed responsibility for
his actions.

Conversely, there is the 7 April 2017 truck attack
in Stockholm, Sweden, where a similar vehicle-
ramming incident occurred. In this case, ISIS did
not claim responsibility for the self-radicalised
man’s attack. The organisation was under
intense pressure at that time, and US-led coali-
tion forces had significantly damaged its presence
and capabilities; by the end of the year, ISIS was
defeated in Iraq.

Pakistan’s New Terror Plan
Pakistan’s ISI may have transformed its informal
Karachi Project into a more advanced and intri-
cate operation, potentially denying involve-
ment and remaining concealed during terror
attacks in India through this new initiative. The
hybrid approach of indirect and inspired tactics
could enhance terror groups’ capacity for subver-
sive activities by targeting more professional and
skilled operatives to maintain cover and infiltrate
institutions. Most concerningly, it provides a range
of strike options, from bombings to lone-wolf
attacks. The modus operandi would be simple-
execute a strike, avoid claiming responsibility, and
spark a wave of radicalism in India, rekindling the
nightmare that IM once caused, but this time with
minimal human or direct terror network involve-
ment, thus sidestepping India’s large-scale retal-
iatory measures. While much remains to be
understood and determined about this poten-
tial shift and new terror module, India must con-
sider strategies beyond kinetic operations and
focus on non-kinetic counter-terrorism methods
to prevent, counter, and address the conditions
enabling terrorism.

Red Fort blast signals a dangerous new
phase in India’s fight against terror
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The people of Bihar have delivered a
mandate whose weight goes well beyond
the arithmetic of seats. The National
Democratic Alliance has won 202 of the 243
seats in the Legislative Assembly, while the
Bharatiya Janata Party alone has secured 89
seats, its best ever performance in the
state. The Mahagathbandhan has fallen to
just 34 seats after having dominated Bihar’s
politics for decades in various combinations.
A turnout of 67.13 per cent out of more than
7.4 crore registered voters makes this one
of the most intensely contested elections in
the state’s recent history and gives the result
real democratic depth.

For years, much of the commentary on
Bihar treated the state as if it were frozen
in time. Elections were read as exercises in
caste arithmetic, with social demography
assumed to translate mechanically into
political outcomes. Under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership, the grammar
of Indian politics has shifted decisively
towards development, inclusion and state
capacity, and Bihar’s electorate has respond-
ed to that shift with unusual clarity. The 2025
result reveals a more demanding voter, one
who has looked at the contrast between the
Bihar of insecurity and paralysis and the
Bihar of improved governance. Many citizens
have also expressed, in conversations and
turnout patterns, that this election carried
a sense of responsibility after the lower-than-
expected mobilisation in the 2024 general
election. They have drawn their own con-
clusions about where they want Bihar to
stand in the country’s wider journey.

Governance delivery has anchored this
transformation. Over the last decade, Bihar
has seen more than 55,000 kilometres of
rural roads built or upgraded, linking villages
to markets, schools and health centres.
Millions of households have received elec-
tricity, drinking water and social security
through a combination of central schemes
and state programmes. Under Saubhagya
and related initiatives, over 35 lakh house-
holds in Bihar were electrified, taking the
state close to universal household connec-
tivity. Under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, more than 57 lakh pucca houses

Bihar’s verdict and the emerging grammar of Indian politics
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Bihar’s voters have signalled that they expect a politics grounded in governance, seriousness and respect for national cohesion. 
Those expectations are likely to frame the grammar of Indian politics for years to come
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