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Beyond religiosity
Better crowd regulation could have
prevented the Kolkata pandal ragedy

his year’s Durga Puja in Kolkata was
T meant to be truly special. The first after

the Bharatiya Janata Party formed the go-
vernment in West Bengal, Chief Minister Suven-
du Adhikari wanted the pandals to showcase his
party’s commitment to Hindu religiosity as well
as to demonstrate the efficiency of the adminis-
trative machinery under him. He made it a point
to highlight that the number of pandals in the
State had increased by 25% over last year to more
than 57,000. He was a visible presence at pandals
across the city. Union Home Minister Amit Shah
was in Kolkata as well to add heft and leverage to
the puja’s popular appeal. But disaster struck at
Kolkata’s Girish Park area on Saturday, as 19 peo-
ple lost their lives in a stampede that could have
been avoided with better organisation and crowd
regulation. Both the police and the puja organis-
ers failed to anticipate the sudden surge of the
crowd at the venue.

Puja pandals, just like Mumbai’s Ganapati in-
stallations, are often sites of creativity and festiv-
ity; they have generally been accident-free des-
pite the participation of a large number of
people. The Chorbagan Sarbojanin Durgotstab’s
theme this year was Beyond Sound. With a nar-
row entry and exit, the creators apparently
sought to give an experience to visitors that in-
volved controlling the light falling inside. The sur-
rounding lanes were narrow city gullies that can-
not hold two cars at the same time.
Unanticipated too — at a time of retreat of the
monsoon — was the rain that struck India’s east
coast with heavy thunder and lightning in the
evening. As people barged into the pandal seek-
ing safety — visitors keep moving inside the Durga
Puja pandals typically — the organisers requested
people to leave fearing that the structure might
collapse. Packed crowds can be incident-free on-
ly if sudden surges of movement, often triggered
by panic, are avoided throughout. In Kolkata,
panic apparently stemmed from the announce-
ment regarding the safety of the structure,
though the fear about the structure’s safety was
justified. The effort should have been to wean the
crowd away in a regulated manner. The govern-
ment has promised an inquiry and deterrent fol-
low-up action. There is the question of whether
in the government’s drive to make the celebra-
tions spectacular and grand, safe management
practices got ignored at the event. Although Mr.
Adhikari said the police helped rush the victims
to hospitals, he also indicated that only tempor-
ary home guards had been posted at the pandal.
Effective deployment of experienced police per-
sonnel may have helped avoid the tragedy.

Treacherous waters

Access to safe transport is of utmost
importance in remote villages

iver crossings on stretches of the Ganga
Rin Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are noto-

riously unsafe as poorly lit, unregistered
boats ply with bare access to lifesaving equip-
ment. Overcrowded vessels, operated by un-
trained or underaged people, add to the risks,
and enforcement action only follows an accident.
These boats are not the preserve of the poor but
are also used by government personnel, teach-
ers, and bank employees: many areas lack relia-
ble alternatives, making the riverine journeys the
sole option. On October 13, at least 13 children
drowned when a country-made boat capsized in
Raghopur, in Bihar’s Vaishali district, after setting
off at 8.30 p.m. for a memorial feast in an adjoin-
ing village, even though rides are prohibited post
sunset. The boat was visibly dilapidated, includ-
ing a hole in the deck through which it drew wa-
ter, and was being operated by a young boatman.
There were at least half a dozen other people on
the vessel when it capsized despite its reported
capacity having been five. The riverine tract in
Raghopur is continuously shaped by sediment
deposits and has historically been hard to access,
especially during the monsoons. Raghopur lacks
all-weather roads, and has a history of being iso-
lated during floods. The first section of the Kach-
chi Dargah-Bidupur bridge, between Patna and
Raghopur, was ready in June 2025, but the mon-
soons still flooded the approach road and
blocked access. The overarching motif across
these episodes has been a consistent lack of safer
alternatives, including the general paucity of pu-
blic transport. A choate regulatory framework,
including the Model Rules 2011 under the Bengal
Ferries Act 1885 and the Inland Vessels Act 2021,
has also not prevented training programmes and
inspections from lagging behind the proliferation
of unsafe transport practices.

That all those who drowned on October 13
were children deepens the sense of tragedy. In
general, children warrant additional, more sensi-
tive socio-economic support. The Bombay High
Court had recently upbraided the Maharashtra
government for failing to arrange transportation
for over 200 children from villages near Chandoli
National Park and Sahyadri Tiger Reserve; they
had to walk several kilometres to reach school,
braving the risk of wildlife encounters. Such pre-
carity persists in Hingoli, Palghar, and Nashik in
Maharashtra alone; similar situations have also
been created by school reorganisation pro-
grammes that do not sufficiently account for chil-
dren’s safety when shuttering infeasible facilities.
The children who drowned in Vaishali were not
headed to school, but the risk exposure is para-
‘mount. The ultimate tragedy is that access to or-
dinary childhood activities remains contingent,
in so many economically disadvantaged com-
munities, on accepting dangers that public insti-
tutions already know how to prevent.

Developing minds in a digital world, a changing India

ach evening, a familiar scene unfolds in
homes around the world. A teenager
moves seamlessly between chats,
videos, social media, and games on
their phone. Homework is completed using the
latest Artificial Intelligence (AI) platform. Screens
increasingly dominate everyday life. This is a
profound change in how developing minds
experience the world, learn, and grow.

These changes are particularly significant for
India, with approximately 65 crore people under
the age of 25 and one of the world’s largest and
fastest-growing technological ecosystems. Digital
engagement by this vast young population
continues to grow as education, recreation, and
social interaction increasingly move online.

The digital world has brought undeniable
benefits, from unprecedented access to
information and educational resources to new
ways of communicating, creating, and learning.
Recent advances in Al have expanded these
possibilities even further. Nonetheless, these
digital environments have also introduced a
powerful and largely unregulated force into
children’s lives — one we are only beginning to
understand.

A brain under construction

Technology itself is not the problem. The concern
is constant exposure to powerful digital tools
during critical periods of development, when the
brain systems underlying cognition, emotion, and
behaviour are still maturing. These concerns
extend beyond childhood. The prefrontal cortex
— which supports attention, working memory,
planning, decision-making, and impulse control
— continues to mature into early adulthood.

Digital environments provide a dense,
repetitive stream of experiences that can shape
how brain circuits develop — strengthening some
pathways while leaving others underdeveloped.
Given the brain’s plasticity during early life, such
patterns may have lasting effects, shaping how
young people think, feel, and act across the
lifespan.

Emerging research links high levels of screen
time to alterations in brain structure and
connectivity. Though revealing, such findings do
not establish causation. They do, however,
underscore the need to better understand how
digital experiences affect cognitive development,
including attention, memory, self-control, and
creativity.

Social media platforms are particularly
appealing during adolescence, when belonging,
peer evaluation, and social approval are
especially salient. These platforms are designed
to capture and sustain attention by exploiting
basic features of cognition, emotion, and reward.
Short videos, autoplay, infinite scroll, algorithmic
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recommendations, and social feedback create
reinforcement loops that deliver novelty and
rewards — likes, shares, and comments — in a
rapid but unpredictable manner.

This form of variable reinforcement
encourages repetitive checking and rapid
attention shifts, potentially making it harder to
sustain attention on a single task. Over time, such
patterns of engagement may shape what young
people come to expect from everyday
experiences. When digital rewards are immediate
and constantly accessible, ordinary experiences —
having a face-to-face conversation, practising a
skill, or simply sitting with one’s thoughts — may
feel less rewarding by comparison.

Offloading mental effort

Generative Al has rapidly transformed how we
engage with the world. Unlike earlier
technologies, Al does not just assist with mental
effort; it can supplant it. Humans have long used
tools to reduce cognitive load. Taking a
photograph in a crowded parking lot, for
example, means we do not have to remember
where we parked. Such cognitive offloading is not
inherently problematic.

The concern arises when Al replaces the
mental effort necessary for learning. Students can
now use Al platforms to generate ideas, organise
arguments, write essays, and summarise
material. Used thoughtfully, these tools can
enhance the learning process. When used as a
substitute for independent thinking, however, Al
can undermine the cognitive effort through
which knowledge and skills develop.

Grappling with difficult questions, finding the
right words, making mistakes, and revising
arguments are central to learning. If Al routinely
eliminates these experiences, we should rightly
ask what the impact will be on young people’s
ability to think critically, use informed
judgement, and persevere when answers are not
immediately available.

A related concern is what happens when
technology replaces not just our intellectual
efforts but our idle moments. Though rarely
welcomed, boredom creates space for
imagination, reflection, creativity, and the
development of a rich inner life. When every free
moment is filled with stimulation, young people
have fewer opportunities to think, wonder,
daydream, or reflect.

Neuroplasticity — the brain’s lifelong capacity
to adapt to experience, learning, and the
environment — offers another perspective on how
digital technology shapes young minds. Today’s
youth are certainly adapting to a world very
different from that of previous generations.
Indeed, many young people exhibit impressive
abilities to filter information, navigate complex

digital environments, and switch among
information sources.

‘We must be cautious, however, when
evaluating whether these changes are beneficial
or harmful. It is important to consider what may
be gained — and lost — as young minds adapt to
today’s technologically advanced ecosystem.

In effect, young people worldwide are
participating in a vast, largely uncontrolled
experiment in how sustained exposure to digital
technology may shape developing hrams and
minds. the corp
these digital tools and devnces have strong
financial incentives to keep young people —
current and future users — engaged.

their

Safeguarding the future

India’s youth are growing up in an environment
that was unimaginable until quite recently.
Whatever our concerns, we cannot simply ignore
or reject digital technology. Children will use it.
Our responsibility is to help them use it capably,
thoughtfully, and responsibly.

Parents need practical, evidence-based
guidance. Children should have device-free times
and places, protected study periods, healthy
sleep routines, and opportunities for
unstructured time. The objective is not to
eliminate screens, but to ensure that they do not
occupy every available moment.

Schools and educators must preserve what
might be called productive struggle — the effort
involved in thinking, writing, reasoning, solving
problems, and working through uncertainty.
Digital tools, including Al, can support analysis,
revision, and feedback without replacing critical
thinking. Greater emphasis should be placed on
independent cognitive engagement, 1nclud1ng
oral examinations, supervised writing, an
applied problem-solving.

Digital platforms — especially those targeted at
young people — must face greater scrutiny and
accountability. Policymakers should require
companies to provide stronger evidence about
how their products affect the cognitive and
emotional development of children and
adolescents. Governments must also support
independent research capable of informing
policies and regulations as these technologies
continue to evolve.

We should not wait for definitive evidence of
harm before asking whether the digital
environments we are creating are conducive to
healthy development. A young mind needs
stimulation, but also silence; information, but
also reflection; assistance, but also struggle. We
can embrace technological progress while still
protecting the experiences through which
children and adolescents learn to think, imagine,
reflect, and grow.

A case for joining the global carbon coalition

n July 31, nearly 500 Indian companies

across seven industrial sectors filed their

first-ever compliance reports under the
national Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS).
The country’s scheme — on paper since 2023 — is
now live with binding targets, penalties and real
entities. The first credits are due to be issued in
October, with trading on power exchanges
expected to follow between November and
January. In May, the European Union, China, and
Brazil launched the Open Coalition on
Compliance Carbon Markets (OCCCM) in
Florence, aimed at aligning the way the world’s
compliance carbon markets communicate with
each other. Germany and New Zealand joined as
the first new members; Canada, France, Norway,
Singapore, Tiirkiye and the United Kingdom have
since followed. On September 14, at its meeting in
Wuhan, the coalition adopted its first work plan.

India has stayed outside so far. With its own
market now live, the more interesting question is
no longer whether India can afford to build a
carbon price — it already has. It is whether India
can afford to sit outside the room where its rules
get written. Or is it best avoided due to
unforeseen risks? The OCCCM is a collaborative
initiative for exchange on carbon pricing
mechanisms; monitoring, reporting and
verification (MRV) systems, carbon accounting
methodologies, and rules related to the potential
use of high-integrity offsets.

In India, the government has adopted a
compliance carbon market framework in the
form of a Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS),
which is currently in its first phase. The CCTS
(compliance) is set up to deliver on India’s
Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)
targets and the 2070 net-zero goal.

The issue of a carbon price

There are two key reasons why India must
seriously consider joining the OCCCM. The first is
the proliferation of carbon pricing systems
worldwide. The idea of having a carbon price as a
key instrument, supported by complementary
policy instruments, is back at the high table. It
minimises the economy-wide cost of mitigation
(critical for the global South) and can promote
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innovation while minimising the impact on the
vulnerable. It can also deliver significant fiscal
revenues at a time when government resources
are increasingly stretched, including by the
impacts of climate change — from heatwaves to
devastating floods. As of now, over 50 countries
have instituted carbon pricing measures. As the
world advances towards a net-zero future, the
likelihood that more and more countries adopt a
carbon price is high.

We could be looking at a future where a bulk of
emissions would be priced. At some point, more
and more of these domestic carbon pricing
systems will be linked — even if partially — to
better coordinate. While the beginning of OCCCM
focuses on knowledge exchange, one potential
long-term strategic outcome is improved
interoperability among domestic carbon pricing
systems. It could be valuable to link India’s CCTS
(compliance) to other carbon trading systems,
given the potential to earn revenue from
Jjurisdictions with more stringent mitigation
targets.

On ‘climate clubs’

The second is to be better prepared in case a
coalition along the lines of the EU’s Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) develops.
The idea of ‘climate clubs’ is re-emerging as
geopolitics fractures United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
discussions and attention turns to
implementation. A report on a climate coalition
centred around the CBAM issue was released in

does not mention CBAM explicitly — most
probably because of the sharp reactions the term
evokes, especially during climate negotiations —
OCCCM’s objectives around the MRV, carbon
accounting, and domestic compliance markets
are very relevant for being better prepared to
deal with the CBAM world.

‘Why joining matters now

Are there potential risks in joining the coalition?
The coalition is about better alignment of
domestic compliance markets and carbon pricing
across countries. It does not seek to enforce any
mitigation targets or any other decision.
However, as discussions evolve, some critical
decisions are likely to be made by coalition
members. OCCCM’s governance structure
consists of high-level meetings (the highest
decision-making body), executive-level meetings,
thematic working groups and a Secretariat. It is
critical to be in the room and shape the
discussions rather than respond to the
developments as an outsider. The risk is more in
being an outsider. That Brazil is a founding
member, and other like-minded developing
countries are in the process of becoming
members, should be a source of comfort for
India.

Some aspects of the future world are likely:
geopolitics will remain fractured, climate
negotiations will continue to meet logjams, the
profile of carbon pricing will continue to rise
across countries, and efforts from outside the
Paris Agreement framework will become

the context of an indk dent council ¢

by the COP30 President, Ambassador André
Aranha Corréa do Lago (The writers of this article
are the co-authors of the report). The report
describes alternative scenarios for CBAM
coalitions in which there could be uniform or
differentiated carbon prices across
member-countries, incentives for
member-countries, and penalties for
non-member countries. With the European
Union CBAM now operational, and many other
countries contemplating their own versions of
CBAM, being better prepared on this front is
absolutely critical for India. While the 0CCCM

inc i important to achieving the
agreement’s goals. In this context, the role played
by country-backed climate coalitions will likely
grow.

The OCCCM aligns well with India’s
decarbonisation choices and offers a useful
platform not just to learn about carbon markets,
but also to be better prepared to engage with
other national carbon pricing architectures and
border carbon taxes within the evolving
geopolitical landscape. India should consider

making this move sooner rather than later.

The views expressed are personal
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Calm communication
One careless
announcement can turn a
hall full of devotees into a
scene of panic, because a
crowd often follows the
loudest voice, not the
wisest one (Front page,
October 18). Every pandal
or place of gatherings

should therefore have one
trained ‘Voice of Calm’ —a
designated announcer
equipped with a script of
simple, pre-approved
messages for emergencies
involving rain, overcrowding
or fire. No one else should
be allowed to use the
microphone during an

emergency. Pandals should
have clearly marked entry
and exit routes, kept free of
stalls and parked vehicles,
along with a fixed crowd
limit, a rain contingency
plan and adequate lighting.
The police, fire services and
organisers should conduct a
drill. A festival should be

remembered for its
devation, not its dangers.
K. Chidanand Kumar,
Bengaluru

Deva melodic

When two stalwart music

mark with gaana songs.
Besides hits such as
“Autokaaran” from Baashha
and “Vanthenda Paalkaran”
from Annamalai, his

included “Sivappu Lolakku”

Kondu Vaa” from Vaali. His
music showcased his
versatility. Today’s music
directors should revive the
emphasis on melody.

AV. Narayanan,
Chennai

compositions

directors dominated from Kaadhal Koua: Letters emailed to
Kollywood, Tamil film “Manam Vi " from indu.co.in
composer Deva made his Nerukku Ner and “Nilavai must carry the postal address.
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Revamp functioning of Parliament

On Abdullah’s promise of Statehood

ndia’s impending ‘whereas Lakshadweep has will also be impacted by this Imost two years political aspiration in J&K, is reinventing itself. This has
delimitation debate just 57,953. While these reduction in time. For ago, National remains key for Mr. come after his attempts at
may appear, at first realities signify an urgent example, MPs use Zero Conference (NC) Abdullah to retain the praising Mr. Modi at public
glance, to be a matter need for restructuring, the Hour to raise urgent issues vice president party’s grip over its voters. functions as well as on
of democratic arithmetic: if ot proposed plan has turned a as it does not require any Omar Abdullah, then 54 The first Cabinet meetingin | social media yielded little
too many citizens are being blind eye towards increasing | advance notice. It has been years old, was beaming over October 2024 passed a for him in a governance
represented by one Member Atharva Parliament’s working crucial in bringing to light his massive electoral victory which called for model wherein he does not
of Parliament (MP), then the | Deshmukh capacity. urgent public matters such over the Bharatiya Janata the “restoration of have a greater say.
answer seems to be to Policy Researcher and This missing institutional | as regional crop failures or Party (BJP) and the Peoples Statehood in its original Mr. Abdullah’s hard
simply increase the number LAMP Fellow capacity represents a major disaster relief. Similarly, Democratic Party (PDP) by form”. After its passage, Mr. posturing, evident in the
of MPs. However, in a (2024-25) structural blind spot. Private Member’s Business winning 42 seats in the Abdullah had met Prime Assembly where he named
diverse democracy like Adding hundreds of gives MPs who are not part 90-member J&K Assembly. Minister Narendra Modiand | the top officials going
India, representation members will worsen an of the Cabinet a chance to ‘The BJP won 29 seats while presented the Cabinet against him, comes in the
cannot be limited to the existing problem: the severe | bring in their own the PDP won just three. As resolution, which also backdrop of his balancing
number of MPs occupying lack of available floor time. legislation. These are Mr. Abdullah completes two underscored the J&K act yielding no results. The
the House; rather, it must If Parliament’s operational indispensable instruments years in power, the once government’s “dedication to | J&K Lieutenant-Governor
also ensure that those timetable remains fixed, that will lose their essence if wary to-be-Chief-Minister of safeguarding the identity Manoj Sinha’s complete grip
elected have the adding more lawmakers they are not protected with ayoung and powerless and constitutional rights of over the police, bureaucracy
institutional space to speak dilutes individual I that allow them to Union Territory (UT), comes the region’s residents”. and universities has
for their constituents. ability to participate in be fully utilised. across as visibly dejected However, the cold marginalised and enervated
Parliamentary Mehul Chhabra legislative business. In order to protect the and enervated. shoulder shown by the the Abdullah government as
representation operates in i voice of the rep i Mr. Abdullah’s victory in Centre towards the demand | well as his persona. The
two layers: the voter’s E:L"? FRE elf:;“he' and Not enough time it is necessary to give the 2024 elections was an for Statehood has visibly affront Mr. Abdullah faced
access to their MP and the (2024-25) In the Question hour Parliament’s sitting time a inflection point not only for depleted the political capital | at the hands of Chief
MP’s ability to speak for currently, Lok Sabha rules statutory status. Article 85(1) J&K but also for the NC, of Mr. Abdullah, whose Secretary Atal Dulloo and
them on the floor of the allow a maximum of 20 of the Constitution states ‘which has ruled the region party lost the bye-elections Law Secretary Achal Sethi
House. The latter relies starred questions for oral that the President shall for more than four decades. in Budgam in 2025; the seat | has further dwarfed the

significantly on whether the
MP receives the actual floor

answers and 230 unstarred
questions for written

summon each House of
Parliament to meet at such

The mass electoral
participation, with a 63.8%

was won by Mr. Abdullah in
2024.

Chief Minister’s stature.
Both the officials, without

time to raise issues. While answers per sitting day. time and place as he thinks voter turnout, in a region taking the Chief Minister
delimitation may bring Even though each MP can fit, but six months shall not that has been marred with Attempt at reinvention into confidence, wrote to
legislators closer to their submit up to five questions intervene between its last violence and has seen Failing to impress upon the the Speaker of the J&K
constituents, merely daily, only a tiny fraction is sitting in one session and election boycotts since the Centre the necessity to Assembly and opposed the
increasing the seats without selected through the daily the date appointed for its 1990s, was perplexing but engage with the NC on the government’s bid to bring a
strengthening their ballot. If the total number of | first sitting in the next also a high note for the question of hood, the lution on hood
functional capacity will MPs is increased to 850, session. This provision party. The faith shown by party seems to have terming it “sub judice”.
leave representatives muted while keeping daily sitting should be expanded to the people demanded that resolved to harden its Two years on, the
on the floor. hours the same, the chances | include a mandatory immediate attention be stance. The recent Transaction of Business
The jointly introduced of an MP getting an oral minimum working days given to the work which resolution by the party in rules, essential to determine
Constitution (131st answer from a Minister will clause. As recommended by needed to be done across the J&K Assembly on the powers and limits of the
Amendment) Bill and the become even more low. the National Commission to different regions of J&K. In September 28 on Statehood, | Chief Minister, Council of
Delimitation Bill, 2026, Moreover, during the 17th | Review the Working of the Kashmir, people expected with reference to the 1953 Ministers and the L-G in the
provide for increasing the Lok Sabha, Question Hour Constitution, Lok Sabha him to end the sense of special position and the Union Territory remains

strength of the Lok Sabha functioned for only 60% of must meet for a minimum of siege; both bureaucratic and 2000 resolution for greater undecided, with the

from 550 to 850 members. its scheduled time. The time | 120 days per year. with respect to security. autonomy, was aimed at proposal shuttling between

As per the Election constraints were even more Additionally, parliamentary Even since J&K was hardening the party’s the offices of the Lok

Commission’s 2024 Atlas, If Parliament’s severe during the 2026 instruments such as Zero downgraded and split into Failing to position in the face of Bhavan and the Chief

India manages an electoral rational ) Monsoon Session, where Hour and Question Hour the two Union Territories of p e waning popularity among Minister’s office.

roll of 97.98 crore voters, (?p( rationa) the Question Hour operated need protected status, with J&K and Ladakh, both Impress upon: the masses. It seems that Mr.

across 543 Lok Sabha Ume@ble for only 1% of its scheduled a mandatory allocated time regions remained restive to the Centre the Mr. Abdullah, who Abdullah’s choices remain

constituencies, averaging remains fixed, time, running for a total of that cannot be changed as certain degrees. While in necessity to consciously chose not to limited and fraught with

roughly 18 lakh adding more just nine minutes across the | per the directions of the the face of growing agitation | engage with the have a confrontational buta | repercussions. Batting for

voters/constituency, lawmakers entire session. Adding more | Speaker. in Ladakh, the Centre has NC on the working relationship with Delhi in J&K will result in

highlighting the burden on dilutes members to a House While delimitation can agreed to discuss provisions question of the Centre, seems to be set losing his voter base. On the

an MP. This average also individis operating under these redraw the boundaries of under Article 371, to grant it S . on a new path. Moreover, other hand, attempts at
individual - . % s y 5 i Statehood, the 3 :

conceals severe P constraints will not improve | the constituencies, special status once again, P - holding a protest at Jantar doing what the voters want

constituency-wide memb«%r% ‘lhm_[-" executive-legislati parli y reforms are Statehood for J&K remains a party‘seems to Mantar on July 20 this year will result in antagonising

disparities: the constituency | L0 participate in accountability. necessary to ensure that the distant dream. have resolved 0 | and its growing presencein | the Centre.

of Malkajgiri in Telangana legislative Other crucial voices within those Statehood, which may harden its the INDIA bloc are

has 37.8 lakh voters, business parliamentary procedures constituencies are heard. not help in addressing the stance indicators that Mr. Abdullah peerzada.ashiq@thehindu.co.in

Analysing female labour of the North East States and UTs

While the geography of female labour force participation is changing, it is not at a uniform pace

@he
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Chandrasekar K. State-level distribution are two dif-

Madras, October 18: After four days of incessant
rain, the weather in Madras and its suburbs
improved to-day, as the cyclonic storm in the
Bay which was earlier expected to hit the City
changed its course and moved further
northwards. It is likely to cross the South
Andhra Coast near Masulipatnam to-morrow
afternoon.

The North East monsoon which set in over
‘Tamil Nadu on October 15 has in the past four
days accounted for 344 mm of rainfall (14
inches) at Nungambakkam and 312 mm (13
inches) at Meenambakkam — about 75 per cent
above normal rain at this period of the year. In

ferent stories. While the aggregate
shows an increase, it does so
across the NE States, while the UTs
are far more heterogeneous.
However, AAPP alone is insuffi-
cient to evaluate the performance
of northeastern States and UTs, as
it measures only the pace of
change and does not consider the
level of female labour force partici-
pation from which a State started.
Therefore, the 2019-20 FLFPR for
each State is used as the baseline.
Combining the baseline level with

the change

The data for the charts were
sourced from PLFS 2019
and 2025

he Periodic Labour Force
T Survey (PLFS) 2025 report

shows a clear increase in
Female Labour Force Participation
(FLFPR) since 2019-20. The rise
was more pronounced in rural
areas, where the percentage in-
creased from 33% to 45.9%, than
in urban areas, where it rose from
23.3% to 27.7%. This difference
calls for a closer look at the north-
eastern States, where female la-
bour force participation is higher,
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CHART 2: The Average Annual Percentage Point
change (AAPP) in urban FLFPR for each State between
2019-20 and 2025

CHART 1: The Average Annual Percentage Point
change (AAPP) in rural FLFPR for each State between
2019-20 and 2025

and Union Territories (UTs) to un- | the subsequent AAPP provides a FLFPR AAPP FLFPRAAPP fact, for the whole of October last year, the City
derstand how female labour force | more meaningful assessment of Arunachal | Ariiachat 4 had recorded only 365 mm at Nungambakkam
participation changed in rural and | whether States are catching up Assam I Meghalaya - | and 422 mm at Meenambakkam.
urban areas. from a lower base, sustaining im- Manipur i Nagaland -{ | The storm lay centred at 3:30 p.m. to-day at

Chart 1 presents the Average | provements at higher levels, or Tripura I Manipur - I about 150 kms south south-east of
Annual Percentage Point (AAPP) | making slow progress. Nagaldnd Chandigarh - | Masulipatnam. It is likely to move in a northerly
change in rural FLFPR for each In Chart 3, the upper-left por- & AN ] direction and cross the south Andhra coast near
State between 2019-20 and 2025. | tion of the rural scatter contains Jammu [ 364 Assam 4 i Masulipatnam by to-morrow afternoon,
It shows that major rural north- | Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Mani- Meghalaya I 358 . according to a special bulletin to-night.
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" . Pl B gjor rural sikkim 4 charts, AAPP s only b oo
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more than three times the all-India | cating faster improvement, whe- ey, 124 States and Ladakh - -0.32 thepacasf
benchmark of 2.58. At the other | reas Delhi recorded an AAPP be- Mizoram 01 UTs are above Puducherry - -032 improvement and
end, FLFPR declined in Delhi and | low the all-India average. At the Delhi the All-India Delhi - -0.56 is not intended to
Lakshadweep. The difference bet- | other end, land hal. L benchmark Lakshadweep - rank States/UTs A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 19, 1926
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the corresponding All-India 2019-20 LFPR and AAPP

20 LFPR benchmark for urban areas. Cut-off lines represent

means that the national average of
the corresponding All-India 2019-20 LFPR and AAPP

2.58 points conceals substantial
State-level variation.

indicates that faster improvement
is not confined to States starting
from a low base.

London, October 18: A successful experiment of
opening Government opium smoking saloons is

«
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Number of Chinese Deaths due to Ebola Persons arrested Cap on e-rickshaws Number of cancer
ships involved in in Congo since the during and after proposed by govt. drugs whose prices
‘maritime harassment’ outbreak protests in France under draft scheme will be reduced
Taiwan said on Sunday it had The Ebola Over 1,800 in lakh. The Delhi India will reduce the prices
16 driven away 16 Chinese coast 4 536 outbreak in the l 800 people were z 5 government has proposed 137 of as many as 137 cancer
guard, research and fishing , Democratic , arrested during ® capping the number of drugs by 70%, the Ministry

vessels involved in simultaneous “maritime

i An ly
large” number of Chinese vessels took part
in the operations around Taiwan’s main
island and Pratas, a disputed island to the
southwest, the Taiwanese coast guard said
in a statement. A

Republic of Congo has spread to an eighth
province, North Ubangi, Congo's public
health institute said on Sunday. Latest
report showed 67 new confirmed cases
and 26 new deaths in the 24 hours to
October 16, bringing the total to 9,415
cases and 4,536 deaths. reuress

and after violent protests in France that
saw clashes, arson and looting, Interior
Minister Laurent Nunez said. The violence
in Paris, Marseille, Lyon, Bordeaux and
other cities occurred on the sidelines of
demonstrations against high inflation
caused in part from the U.S.-Iran war. s

e-rickshaws in the national capital at 2.5
lakh under a draft scheme released on
Sunday, citing concerns over traffic
congestion, road safety and pollution. The
Delhi E-Rickshaw (Registration and
Operation) Scheme, 2026 has been opened
for public feedback and suggestions. en

of Chemicals and Fertilizers said on
Saturday, as it widened price controls in a
bid to make treatment more affordable.
Trade margins on the drugs will be limited
to 30% of the maximum retail price, the
Ministry added. reuters
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Separation of powers and CJI's refusal

Why did the Opposition seek a meeting with the CJI? What allegations did it raise against the CEC? Why did the CJI refuse the request? What remedies did Rahul

Gandhi seek from the Supreme Court? How does separation of powers apply to the case? What does judicial propriety require of judges?

EXPLAINER

Krishnadas Rajagopal

The story so far:
hief Justice of India Surya Kant
declined a request made by
Opposition leaders for an
audience to discuss allegations
against Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar’s conduct during
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
process, alongside detentions of peaceful
protestors and the lockdown of arterial
Delhi.

The refusal was anchored in the ethos
of maintaining a neutral distance from the
political thicket. The CJI's letter
emphasised that the judiciary cannot blur
constitutional lines.

“A short while ago, the
One-Nation-One-Election Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) had
proposed to meet the judges of the
Supreme Court. The leaders of the Bar
had questioned how parliamentarians
could meet judges when the Bill on
simultaneous elections was itself under
consideration. The law, which may
emanate from the Bill, could one day,
down the line, come up before the court
in challenge. So, in principle, I don’t see
how the Chief Justice was wrong in
applying the same standard about
meeting Mr. Rahul Gandhi as was applied
in the instance of the JPC. It is a matter of
propriety,” senior advocate C.U. Singh
said.

Why did the Opposition approach the
qr?

On October 10, the Leaders of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha and Lok
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge and Rahul
Gandhi, respectively, wrote to CJI Kant. It
marked a rare and historic instance of the
Opposition directly engaging the highest
judicial office of the country to complain
against another constitutional authority,
the CEC.

The brief request, submitted on a joint
letterhead, stated that the two leaders
wished to submit a memorandum to the
Chief Justice concerning the CEC and the
Election Commission of India. Sent hours
after the brutal police crackdown on
citizens demanding the resignation of
CEC Gyanesh Kumar, the representation
said the arbitrary arrest of students,
closure of Metro stations, cancellation of
trains, and barricading of arterial roads
created an “atmosphere of siege in the
city of Delhi”.

Mr. Gandhi followed up with a second,
detailed representation to CJI Kant on
October 11. He underscored the Supreme
Court’s role as the guardian of the
Constitution and the fundamental right of
every citizen to vote. Writing in his
capacity as the Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha on behalf of crores of
voters anxious about the integrity of the
electoral rolls, Mr. Gandhi pointed out
that he was also a member of the
Selection Committee constituted under
Section 7 of the Chief Election
Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office)
Act, 2023. He underscored that he had
recorded a formal note of dissent on the
procedure followed for selecting CEC
Kumar during a committee meeting on
February 17, 2025.

The representation accused the CEC of
an arbitrary and unilateral exercise of
power during the SIR. He asked the CJI to
treat the representation as a letter
petition in the public interest.

bl - »

He urged the CJI to direct a complete
disclosure of SIR records with the

independent committee headed by a
retired Supreme Court judge to review
decisions and audit voter deletions made
during SIR to safeguard free and fair
elections. He sought an interim
suspension of the SIR process itself.

How did the CJ1 respond?

On October 12, the Chief Justice
responded to the October 10 request for a
meeting, while omitting any direct
reference to Mr. Gandhi’s subsequent
October 11 representation.

Addressing both Mr. Kharge and Mr.
Gandhi and declining their request for an
appointment on October 12 between 4
pm and 5 pm to submit a memorandum,
the CJI noted that the issues regarding the
CEC, the arbitrary arrests, Metro closure
and train cancellations, etc., were already
sub judice before the court.

a meeting to discuss pending cases would
wholly contravene the principle of
Separation of Powers, an intrinsic facet of
the basic structure doctrine of the
Constitution of India, and would be
incompatible with the established ethics
and judicial propriety”.

The two-page response also reminded
the leaders that the constitutional
framework did not vest the Supreme
Court with administrative powers to “deal
with the issues highlighted in your letter”.
But the (J1 said the Supreme Court was
duty-bound on the judicial side to
consider the gravamen of issues affecting
the citizens of India.

The top judge reiterated in his reply to
the Opposition leaders the court’s
commitment to preserve and protect the
fundamental rights of every citizen of
India.

Chief Justice Kant said citizens were
“entitled to seek enforcement of such
rights at all hours through the procedure
known in law™.

Chief Justice Kant advised the two
leaders in his response that it would be
“more appropriate on your part to invoke
the judicial powers of the Supreme Court
of India, instead of submitting a

Election Commission and the setting of an

The CJI said that, “therefore, convening

memorandum on the administrative
side”.

The CJ1 said that petitions raising
parallel issues were listed for hearing on
October 13. He said the leader, acting on
legal advice, could file their petition on
October 12. The CJ1 observed that the
leaders could file their petition on
October 12 based on legal advice, assuring
that “any such petition shall be heard at
the earliest possible opportunity, in
accordance with law”. A writ petition was
subsequently filed by Mr. Gandhi
alongside 12 other Opposition leaders,
which was successfully registered,
numbered, and is primed for a judicial
hearing.

‘What does the law say?

At the heart of the CJI’s response lie three
factors — the doctrine of separation of
powers, sub judice rules and judicial

GETTY IMAGES

avoid any act of impropriety which would
compromise the public’s perception of
judicial neutrality.

When has judicial propriety come
under scrutiny?

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 2024 visit
to the residence of then Chief Justice of
India, Justice Dhananjay Chandrachud, to
perform pooja during Ganesh Chaturthi
drew public criticism over perceptions of
the executive and judiciary cosying up.
Historical precedents of serving judges
expressing admiration for political figures
include Justice P.N. Bhagwati sending a
congratulatory letter to Indira Gandhi
upon her return to power, and Justice
M.R. Shah reportedly describing Prime
Minister Modi as a “model and a hero”.
Similarly, former Supreme Court judge
Arun Mishra had sparked controversy by
publicly describing Prime Minister Modi
as a “versatile genius” and an

propriety, and the Bangalore Principles.
As Chief Justice Kant's resp said,
the separation of powers, which divides
governance among the three distinct
organs of the legislature, the executive,
and the judiciary, was an art

inter lly acclaimed visionary who
can think global and act locally”.

On a separate occasion, Prime Minister

Modi visited the Supreme Court premises

P
of the basic structure of the Constitution.
The court functions as an impartial
arbiter with a clear mandate to adjudicate
disputes impartially, apply laws, and
review executive or legislative actions
only through established judicial
proceedings. The judiciary did not hold
executive or administrative oversight to
unilaterally intervene in government
policy or governance demands.

A parallel out-of-court meeting
between the Chief Justice, who also
happens to lead the Bench hearing the
CEC-related cases and Opposition leaders,
belies fair play and bypasses procedural
fairness. Entertaining political factions on
a one-to-one basis outside the courtroom
compromises judicial impartiality and
creates an impression of bias. Disputes
must be settled in the open court,
transparently, in proceedings in which
opposing parties get an equal say in
accordance with the principles of natural
justice.

The Bangalore Principles of Judicial
Conduct puts in place ethical benchmarks
for judges, which include that they must

atthei of then-CJI Ranjan Gogoi
on the sidelines of a BIMSTEC conference.
Justice Gogoi was nominated to the Rajya
Sabha following his retirement.
Incidentally, Justice Gogoi was one of the
four senior Supreme Court judges who
held the unprecedented January 2018
press conference, spotlighting concerns
over executive influence in case
allocations under then Chief Justice Dipak
Misra.

History shows that political friction
with the judiciary carries ‘unsettling’
consequences. Following the landmark
Kesavananda Bharati judgment, which
established the basic structure doctrine
limiting Parliament’s amending powers,
Indira Gandhi’s government superseded
Justices ].M. Shelat, K.S. Hegde and A.N.
Grover to appoint Justice A.N. Ray as
Chief Justice of India. The move triggered
the immediate resignation of the three
superseded judges.

Decades later, the imperative to
insulate judicial appointments from
executive overreach had culminated in
the Collegium system and the adoption of
the Bangalore Principles.

THE GIST
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The CJI refused to meet
Opposition leaders Rahul
Gandhi and Mallikarjun Kharge
over allegations against the
CEC during the SIR, citing
separation of powers and
judicial propriety

v

He advised them to seek
judicial remedies, noting that
the issues were already before
the court and that the
Supreme Court could hear
petitions to enforce citizens’
fundamental rights

R

Past controversies involving
judges and political leaders
show concerns over judicial
neutrality and the need to
insulate the judiciary from
executive influence
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After a decade of disruption, Pattanam
needs a renewed vision

Pattanam’s archaeological discoveries reveal an ancient settlement connected to a vast network, but the wider research and educational programme

was disrupted; reviving it could transform Pattanam into a global centre for multidisciplinary research, learning and community participation

D.J. Cherian

eneath an apparently ordinary

village on the Periyar delta in

southwestern India lies an

archaeological record linking
the eastern and western Indian Ocean
worlds — from the Atlantic shores of
western Europe to the South China Sea
opening to the Pacific.

That village is Pattanam, near North
Paravur in Ernakulam district, Keralam.

Houses, shops, tarred roads, pathways,
a government primary school, a couple of
hospitals, coconut groves and
waterbodies now occupy much of this
coastal landscape. Beneath it, however,
lies evidence that has changed our
understanding of Keralam’s early history
and the maritime world of the Indian
Ocean and beyond.

The archaeological evidence broadly
dates to between 300 BCE and 300 CE,
with particularly substantial evidence
from 100 BCE to 300 CE. Structures,
pottery, beads, metals, coins, biological
and geological remains, industrial and
workshop contexts, and a harbour
complex with a wooden canoe dated
between 100 BCE and 100 CE have been
scientifically documented.

Materials from South Asia, West Asia,
the Red Sea, Africa and the
Mediterranean have been found alongside
evidence of the movement of people,
goods, technologies and ideas across
considerable distances.

The evidence suggests that Pattanam
was part of the maritime world
conventionally associated with Muziris, or
Muciri Pattinam. Whether the entire
ancient port can be identified with
present-day Pattanam remains an open
archaeological question.

This is one reason the excavation and
scientific investigation of Pattanam must
resume.

‘What did the research reveal?
Excavations and explorations beginning
in 2006-07 gradually transformed what
initially appeared to be an ordinary
archaeological mound into an
international multidisciplinary research
laboratory.

Between 2006 and 2023, 67 trenches
were excavated, yielding around 1.3 lakh
registered artefacts and nearly 45 lakh
pottery fragments. Yet less than 1% of the
archaeological mound, which extends
over more than 100 acres, has been
excavated.

The discoveries were important not
merely because of their quantity.
Structures, urban features such as toilet
facilities and water-drawing wells,
industrial remains, artefacts and
environmental evidence together point to
a highly connected settlement.

Pattanam emerged not as an isolated
site in Keralam, or simply as a centre of
Keralam-Roman trade, but as a node ina
much wider network spanning the
ancient world.

The Periyar and the river systems
between the Western Ghats and the
Arabian Sea were central to this story.
Recent studies have identified nearly
51,800 rainforest islands, together with
‘the human geographical landscapes
represented by the Kurinji, Mullai,
Marutham, Paalai and Neithal thinai
traditions.

Pattanam occupied an ancient
river-mouth landscape connected to the

o R

The ideais to build a global research and learning community that grows from the landscape. FiLE PHOTO

Western Ghats, their forests and
resources. Through the Periyar, the
Palakkad Gap and the Vaigai basin, the
western coast was linked to the eastern
seaboard and, beyond it, to the Bay of
Bengal, the Andaman Sea and the South
China Sea.

Archaeological parallels link Pattanam
with sites extending from Corbridge in
England in the west to Hepu in southern
China in the east, and from
Tissamaharama in Sri Lanka in the south
to Kopia, near the India-Nepal border, in
the north, close to the
Lumbini-Kapilavastu region.

The first decade of research brought
together an extraordinary range of
institutions and specialists. Universities
and research institutions including
Oxford, Georgia, Rome, Durham, UCL,
the Palace Museum in Beijing and the
British Museum in London, together with
several others in Europe, North America,
Asia and India, participated in different
aspects of the work.

Researchers, scientists, students and
the local community worked together
with specialists in archaeology, art,

Archaeology, entrepreneurial ventures,

space in which archaeology could
converse with history, anthropology,
genetics, geology, environmental studies,
conservation and other disciplines, an
where evidence could continue to be
questioned and explored through field
research and internships.

PAMA subsequently obtained
excavation permissions from the
Archaeological Survey of India for
2019-20 and 2021-22.

With self-generated resources, six
further trenches — 62 to 67 — were
excavated at Pattanam between 2020 and
2023. It also undertook nearly a dozen
trial trenches at Mathilakam in 2019 and
conducted explorations in Idukki district
in 2022.

The excavations at Pattanam also
produced remarkable discoveries,
including a head statue identified as the
Roman Emperor Domitian, and a
ring-stone resembling the Greek sphinx,
identified by specialists as closely related
to early Roman imperial ring-stone
traditions.

PAMA helped keep that wider research
network alive until 2023.

Reimagining Pattanam

responsible tourism,
awareness, local participation and
heritage-sensitive development.

The goal was to develop Pattanam as a
model site where archaeology, science,
education, environment, professional
opportunities and the people of Pattanam
could exist in a living relationship.

The decade-long interruption

After a decade of excavation and
research, the programme was disrupted
in 2016.

Several initiatives were stopped,
interrupted or left unrealised. The
international residential diploma did not
continue. The Children’s Museum and
scholarship programme were
discontinued. Plans for an $8 million
multipurpose archaeo-science laboratory
associated with the Palace Museum in
Beijing did not materialise. The proposed
in-situ museum around the ancient
harbour complex, including the six-metre
wooden canoe, and the Muziris Museum
also remained unfinished.

architecture, history, A
geology, genetics, physics, petrography,
environmental science, linguistics,
epigraphy, literature, conservation,
museum studies, photography and other
fields. Pattanam thus became a place
where scholars from different parts of the
world could come together to investigate
a shared human past.

International research scholarships
were conceived. An interdisciplinary
residential Diploma programme was
launched at Pattanam in 2015. Plans were
developed for multipurpose scientific
laboratories, advanced libraries,
archaeological and heritage
interpretation, a Children’s Museum,
household museums and other forms of
public engagement.

There were also attempts to connect
archaeology with the life of the
contemporary village.

The idea was that heritage should not
become something imposed upon
Pattanam from outside. The local
community, its landscape, ecology and
everyday life had to remain part of the
story. This included initiatives in Green

A programme for purchasing
archaeologically signif plots from
local landowners had resulted in the
purchase of more than eight acres, but
did not continue.

Other plans — for an archaeological
park, advanced library, academic
campus, interpretation centres and
community-oriented facilities — likewise
remained incomplete or were not
pursued further.

The result was an unfortunate gap in
the continuous development of Pattanam
research between 2016 and 2026.

The important question now is how
the research and allied activities can be
resumed.

The establishment of the PAMA
Institute for the Advancement of
Transdisciplinary Archaeological Sciences
in 2018 was an attempt to keep the
intellectual and scientific enquiry alive.

PAMA (paternal and maternal ancestry)
grew out of a broader intellectual vision
shaped by scholars such as Romila
Thapar, K.N. Panikkar and R.V.G. Menon,
as well as the international network of
scholars involved in Pattanam research.
PAMA’s purpose was to maintain a

attal sits within an archaeological
landscape that brings together evidence
of people speaking, trading and living
across nearly forty linguistic and cultural
worlds between approximately 300 BCE
and 300 CE. Why should the response to
such a place be limited to another
excavation office or a conventional
museum?

Could Pattanam eventually become a
Viswa Bharathi of the 21st century, a living
centre where archaeology, history,
anthropology, genetics, geology,
environmental science, conservation,
technology, literature, languages and the
arts intersect?

The idea is not to transplant a
conventional university onto an
archaeological site, but to build a global
research and learning community that
grows organically from the landscape and
works in partnership with its people.

Such an institution could bring
researchers and students from India and
abroad into sustained engagement with
Pattanam’s archaeological record and its
living environment. The ancient harbour,
canoe, workshops, pottery, metals and
biological remains would serve not
merely as exhibits, but as starting points
for exploring human mobility,
technology, ecology, trade, language and
social life. The village and the Periyar’s
changing landscape would be integral to
this process, offering opportunities to
study how communities and
environments have evolved.

A Viswabharathi of 21st century

An autonomous Pattanam Heritage
Authority could provide an appropriate
institutional framework. Its distant
ambition could be much larger: a
2ist-century Viswa Bharathi at
Pattanam/Muziris — a global centre of
multidisciplinary research and learning
rooted in a Keralam village and in the
extraordinary human connections
preserved beneath it.

The Pattanam archaeological record
belongs to the people who lived there
2,000 years ago, to those who live there
today, and to generations yet to come.
(P. J. Cherian is Director of Pattanam
Excavations and Explorations, 2006-2023)
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A quiz on traditions and festivities surrounding Durga Puja, Navaratri and Dussehra

V.V. Ramanan

A

QUESTION 1 India?
According to the
Navaratri Puja Paddhati,
what are the first, fifth,
and ninth manifestations
of Goddess Durga when
she is worshipped
consecutively during the
nine nights of Navaratri?

[
QUESTION 4

[
QUESTION 5

[ display of dolls during
QUESTION 2 Navaratri called in
What is the name of the Tamil Nadu and
auspicious occasion that Karnataka?
announces the beginning A

of Devi Paksha and QUESTION 6

precedes the main Durga

by the large effigies
burnt during Dussehra
celebrations in North

What UNESCO honour
was given to Durga Puja
in Kolkata in 20217

What is the traditional

Which puja marks the

Yang Liwei

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. A
revolutionary party was founded on this day in 1966 by Huey P.
Newton and Bobby Seale. It was known for challenging police
brutality, among other things. Identify the party and where it was
founded. Ans: Black Panther Party and Oakland, California
2. The final conference for a treaty to keep this continent free for
scientific study was held on this day in 1959. Chile was one of the
signatories. Is the statement true, and name the treaty? Ans: Yes,
and the Antarctic Treaty

3. 0n this day, China became the third country to send a manned
spaceflight. Identify the astronaut who was on the spaceflight. Ans:

4. A 1987 coup in this West African country led to the death of a
far-left leader and President. The coup was led by his former friend
and close ally. Name the country. Ans: Burkina Faso

5. A symbol of bare-knuckle boxing, this boxer was one of the most
popular heavyweight champions of his era. He was born on October
15, 1858. Name him. Ans: John L. Sullivan

,‘m\ BB | Visual: This popularAmerican show, which premiiered on {hls dayin,

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

Don't take
umbrage at
my remark

When [ was young, I could sing
like a bird

S. Upendran

“How was your trip to Mysore?”

“Had a great time. Mysore is a great
place to be during Dusheera. By the way,
how many syllables does
w...m...b..r...a..g...e have?”

“Two syllables. The first rhymes with
‘come’, ‘sum’ and ‘hum’. The second
syllable is pronounced like the word
‘bridge’. The word is pronounced
‘um-BRIDGE’ with the stress on the
second syllable. Do you know what the
word means?”

“Doesn’t it mean being angry or
unhappy about something?”

“When you take umbrage at what
someone has said, you are upset or
annoyed about it. You feel that person
hasn’t given you the respect that you
deserve.”

“Wanting respect? That’s a bit much.”

“Here’s an example. It's difficult being
a teacher nowadays. Students take
umbrage at everything you say or do.”

“That’s true. How about this example?
If you don’t invite Sunita to your house-
‘warming ceremony, she’ll take umbrage,
and stop talking to you.”

“That’s a good example. Remember,
you always ‘take umbrage’ at something. I
take umbrage at your remark that I only
help girls who are pretty.”

“What are you talking about?”

“That was just another example. Don’t
take umbrage at what I said.”

“Iunderstand there have been a string
of burglaries in your neighbourhood”

“The good news is that the thief has
been caught, and has been singing like a
bird...”

“Singing like a bird? Why would
anyone sing when they’re in a police
station?”

“The informal expression ‘to sing like a
bird’ has two very different meanings.”

“One of them is fairly obvious. When
you say that someone sings like a bird, it
means the person sings beautifully. He or
she has a great voice.”

“That’s exactly what it means. When I
was young, | could sing like a bird.”

“I seriously doubt that! My aunt
Sharadha can sing like a bird. How’s
that?”

“Which bird?”

“Peacock. I know that to sing like a
crow means to sing terribly. A crow, as
everyone knows, has a terrible voice.”

“That’s right! A peacock may look
beautiful, but the bird is not known for its
ability to sing. Here’s an example. Don’t
make the mistake of teaming up with
Ashwin. He is very enthusiastic, but
unfortunately, he sings like a crow.”

“I'wanted to learn Carnatic music
when I was young, But after the first class,
the teacher said that I sang like a peacock.
Now tell me, what is the second meaning
of ‘sing like a bird’?”

“When you sing like a bird to the police
or anybody in authority for that matter,
you tell them everything you know about
something.”

“In other words, you pass on secret
information about others. You inform
them about the illegal activities going on.”

“Very good!”
upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day
Vitriolic:
harsh or corrosive in tone

Synonymes: abusive, insulting, outrageous,
obscene

Usage: His vitriolic remarks upset everyone.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/vitriolic

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jurtriotik/
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For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’

) MND-ADE

exact moment when
Goddess Durga assumes
her fierce form of
Which three figures are Chamunda to slay
commonly represented Chanda and Munda?

»

Puja celebrations? 1951, went on to become a very popular show and bagged five Emmy
awards. Name the actors who played the starring roles. Ans: Lucille
Ball and Desi Arnaz

Early Birds: Sonali Das | Tom Alan Faith | Sukdev Shet | Arun Kumar

Singh | Prodosh Mitra

Visual Question:

Name this legendary tusker, which turned 60 in April this year, that
has been granted special permission to participate in ‘Jamboo
Savari' in Mysuru this year. M. A. SRIRAM

QUESTION 3
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The new Cold War

isin the sky
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We won't have a society if we
destroy the environment.

— Margaret Mead
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

Long-term positives,
short-term challenges

HAT BLACKSTONE wants to double its mvesLmen[ in

i OObillionover Ttsug-
geststhat the world's largest alternative asset manager
—with$1.3 m]]mn -plus i mvestmenm in private eqmty

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, testfor Imran
Khan’s PTL harder one for Islamabad

HEIMPOSITIO

been Controlof

and governor’s rule in Khyber
Pakhmnkhm (KPK) on October

ment provided the PTI with an adminis-
trative structure, political legitimacy, and,

byIslama-

bad primarily as a response to

the deteriorating security situation and the
provincial government’s failure to confront
terrorism. However, beneath the narratlve

importantly, aterritorial b: whichto
organise resistance to the federal govern-
ment — and a lifeline for the imprisoned
ImranKhan. Theremoval of that machinery,
Lherefore presenrs the party with its most
and political test.

lies a much larger issue that will
the fateof Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI), the provinceand the federal gov-
ernment itself. It is whether the PTI can

The PTI has demonstrated repeatedly
that Imran Khan retains a substantial
popular following. Yet, thereisadistinction

vivewithoutthe

and credit, real iew
of India, * asLhefastm—gmwmgma]orecunumyfor\mnydecadcs
tocome”.1tsCOOJ India for

and liquid capital market, making it “the easiest pldce tolista

yofthe pmvmce versus whether
the Centre can actually tame terrorism now
thatit hasassumed control over KPK.

The federal govemment has (aken the

itshort

compmy aﬁer the US. A similarlong-term over-

ry’senergy importdepend-
ence, currently overvalued stock markets, and limited fouuda—
tional Al and chip —al

billi

uf direct military rule. Emergency hasbeen
imposed under Article 232 and governor’s
Tule under Article 234 of the Constitution.

Prem Financial H
bid toacquirea 60.7 per cent stake in IDBI Bank.
That long view is both encouraging; and ccmpelhng, ‘]'he for-
of

Th
tween Islamabad and the PTI government
in KPK over a “long march” to securethe re-

malisation of the Indian economy

leaseof leader, Imran Khan.

ure, intotalinstalled

hasjustified the intervention by

capacity to nearly 300 g:gawans under the Narendra Modi ,pv»
emment things, they

ity by fficient
flows of goods, servi i 7 markets. In 2013-
14 and 2014-15, a mere Rs 11,681 crore and Rs 17,056 crore were
raised by companies through new capital issues of equity shares
and bonds/debentures. In 2024-25 and 2025-26, those numbers
were at Rs 2,18,339 crore and Rs 246,215 crore respectively. The
increased liquidity and broadening of the investor base in India
has madeit pmble forthe likes of Blackstone to fund startups,
velopment projects, grow thesein-
vestments and eventually exit via IPOs. For investors, whether
foreignordomestic, ease of exit mattersas muchasentry —which
India’s robust public markets today allow.

Persuasive though thelong-term “structural” story may be,
India cannot brush aside the immediate challenges from elev-
ated global energy prices and soaring bond yields. A lot of for-
eign capital flows into India in recent times has been courtesy
oflow interest rates in That era of cheap
global money has nded. It makes i ‘external
current account as well as domestic fiscal deficits all the more
difficult —and reason ennugh why policymakers must double
downon i reforms, es-
pecially in agriculture and market-distorting subsidies. India,
according to Prime Minister Modi, offers “reliability and sta-
bility” ina world full of uncertainties. Retaining investor trust
is key to fulfilling that claim.

In Kolkata tragedy,
difficult reckoning

VERY DURGA Puja, Kolkata shows up at its most en-
compassing and generous, steppmg out of daily
dmdgery

art,and thejoy of
Tk atCl
PujainnorthKolkata, wherea cmwdsu:geonarain -soaked even-
ing claxmed atleast19 hves and injured at least 25 others, has cast
ritual. Preliminaryaccountssug-

L NAITOW. |’|nP<
dim lighti
a poorly-worded announcement Lhat mggered pamc mmed a
festivegatl ingi
investigation. But for the families whu went pandal-hoppingand
returned without their loved ones, the festival has been broken
into a before and an aher —a ce]ebrauon interrupted by the
sudden, lives.

Grief must, in time, give way to adifficult reckoning. Kolkata

gest Lhatasudden

that
fire- fabric
entryand exit gates, and unc re-
hicles. Yet Chorbagan isa reminder that preparedneﬁ must ex»
congestion, sudden panicand restncted movemen[ North Kol-

butleave

andthisyear”

separate

little room forerror i
In2015,atthe oppositeend of the city, in’ DeshapnyaPark form-
stance, an 88-| ﬂDuraa idol, supposedly the world’s nUest md
drawnover is, creatinga
ation. i publicaccess
tothe venue, avertinga potenua] u'agedy 1n 2021, a similar tra-
gedyhad beenavertedal ingClub, wherearep-
licaof Dubai’s Burj Khahfa had drawn large crowds. Such episodes
u.nderscore the need for swift, decisive action when unforeseen

hreaten to o d-control
ln the aftermath of the nagedy, arrests have been made, the

view e

ention

atmajor venues. Police
toseveral itheCentrehas
announced compensation for bereaved families. These are
necessary steps. But the broader lesson of the tragedy is that or-
ganisers and officials must plan not only for the expected, but
alsofor: ya This

year’s celebrations will. an
the festival should have broughtjoy. Nothing can undothat loss.
Better; least yof Chor-
bagant s a reason for greater vigil
FREEZEFRAME BYEPUNNY

what it describes as the provincial govern-
ment’s“deliberate disengagement” fromthe
fightagainst terrorism. Thetiming, however,
is revealing. The gathering momentum of
the PTT’s “long march” to Islamabad pro-

between a large vote bank and

onvert it int dstreet
mobilisation. Thus, the PTI has had con-
siderable difficulty in translating its sup-
port in Punjab into durable street power.
‘Whether the KPK will prove different is
now the critical question.

The biggest handicap for the PTI has
been that an insecure government (read:
The army) has choked off access to Imran
Khan. Yet it was able to sustain itselfby re-
taining KPK. Removing the government,
therefore, removes the institu-
tional scaffolding around which

The PTI has demonstrated that

that PTT’s political reach is considerably
narrower once stripped of state power.
But this is only half the equation. The
much harder test s for Islamabad.
Foryears, Pakistan's central problemin
KPK has been the persistence and expan-
sionofterrorism, particularly the Tehreek-
e-Taliban (TTP) Pakistan. The federal gov-
ernment has now removed the principal
political obstacle it says was preventing a
more coherent counter-terrorism policy.
Thearmy hasbeenauthorised todeploy in
aid of civil power, while the Centre will now
exercise much greater administrative and
security control, particularly in the terror-
ism-affected districts. Thi impl

but unforgiving yardstick for success.
Ifterrorism declines, Islamabad will be

istan, tribal networks on both sides of the
Durand Line and the continuing contest be-
tween Kabul and Islamabad. Mﬂnary con-
trolofterritory isone thi

ecosystem that sustains militancy is quite
another. Pakistan hastried itinthe pastand
failed. Thatiswhy the Centre’sintervention
will be judged by whether it can make the

province safer.
There is also a larger federal question.
KPisover Pashtun.

will, therefore, have to avoid allowing the
political contest with the PTI to acquire an
ethnic or provincial character. If Pashtun
alienation deepens, it could be dangerous
and invite comparisons with East Pakis-
tan/Bangladesh.

able to argue that the of the PTT

PTTs" " that

government had indeed impeded the fight
againstmilitancy. If however, terrorism con-
tinues the Centre’s

ingalotofsteam, it decided touseits consti-
tutional power to get rid of the provincial

or
narrativewill fall flat. The PTTwould then be
able toargue that the problem was never
provincial governance in the first
place. It will be interesting to see

o 1f, however, the PTI can dem-
onstrate that its power comes from the
people and not merely from its control of
provincial institutions, Islamabad would
have lost the gamble. Equally, if Islamabad

vided theimmediate political backdrop.
KPK has been the PTTs stronghold for13
‘years, Its importance to the party has never

the PTI survived. The test for the Imr i what kind of a trategy  isnotabletogetahandleon situ-

PTIwould, therefore, be whether bs a:.l [I‘qill;m r'el;algs 2 h the federal government adoptsin ation, it would prove the PTT's point, lay itself

it can continue to bring people  SUDS mm_‘ Lollowing, etthere e province. open to the charge of trampling provincial

onto the streets without the prov- isadistinction between Anykineticapproachwill carry ~ right d hni :

incial guvemmenl.llf itcan, it wiI] possessingalarge vote bank risks. Terrorism in KPK is not

demqnslrate thatits ﬂrengLI{ s and being abletoconvertitinto sxmply a law»and»order problem. . The writer is fmmer

genuine rather than adminis- 3 2 i) Tt of Y. Czhmn'

trative. Ifit. canno[ the Centre will sustained street mobilisation Durand member, Advisory
rating Lineissue, in Afghan- Board. Views are personal

Congress blames pitch, ball,
umpire for own poor batting

(o

BAD workman always
blames his tools,” goes the
proverb. In politics, a bad
loser blames the umpire.
Every defeat hasa cause and

every cause demands introspection. Yet,

rors exist, elections are “rigged by fake
voters”. When the Commission cleansthe
rolls, the exercise becomes a “political at-
tack”. Congress cannot demand the sur-
gery and then complain about the scar.
The current protest, in vintage Rahul

India should stop counting its
Alchips, focus onresults

()
4 -

HEGOV NT| recenLIy

iaAT Mission! lakh hoursof
chip time for 237 projects. When the Chinese lab
DeepSeekbuiltits V3model, it needed about 2.8 mil-

lion hours ol similar chip time. India has already
Sarvam,a

.]‘ instead of asking why voterskeepturning ~ Gandbhi style, rests on falsehoods. The ! ‘was given 4,096 Nvidia H100 chips for six months. DeepSeek
AIVEER away from his party, Rahul Gandhihas  mostblatant and the most mischievousis \DAM L(amed V3 on half that many chxps. inunder two months.
SHERGILL chosento put the Election Commissionof ~ the claim that 13 crore voters have been Goswaml
India (ECI), once again, in the dock. His  arbitrarily “deleted”. The breakup tells a b\.ult from! scntchmludm and the company says thelaxgemne
latest agitation against the Special Inten-  very different story: About 2.8 crore dead of OpenAland Alibabarels
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral rollsanda  voters, 3 crore absent or untraceable, 6.3 in2025. Butiti i byquitea in; chi -
demand for the resignation of ChiefElec-  crore permanently shifted and 1 crore du- not in thi ij i
tion Ci it (CEC) Gy h  plicates. Final action foll afterthe but it depends on decisions in In2025,
Kumar raises a simple question: Doesthe  process of claims, objections and appeals. reported that the US il hipshi tstoMa-
Congress have the moral locus standi to Thereisalso a fundamental legal ques- laysia and Thailand. Takshashila’s research finds that new tech-
lecture anyone on the independence of  tion. Rahul Gandhi promised in Novem- nology tendstospread within a few years, which limits how long
the poll body? ber 2025 to provide proof of “vote chori”. such curbs last. Planning around them is unwise.

The Congress’s patronage-loadedrec-  Yet on October 12, 2026, he demanded Buildingamodelisonly the first stage. Then comesthejob of
ord with the ECI is a textbook lessonin  that the government and ECI prove that making it useful: Answering a legal question correctly, advising
how not to treat a constitutional institu-  no such theft occurred. That turns the afarmer, writing a medical note in Marathi. These tasks require
tion. Time and again, those who presided  burden of proof upside down. The ele- fewer chips, although it could be for more runs. These jobs need
overelections were rewarded afterretire- mentary principle is that the person mak- people who know the subject, and tasks whose answers can be
ment. K VK Sundaram, the second CEC,  ingan allegation mustsubstantiate it. marked right or wrong. Such a set of [asks with a marking
wenton to chair the Law C ionand DidtheC i Telangana scheme, iswhatiscalleda
‘was honoured with the Padma Vibhu-  and Himachal Pradesh through “vote chor?™? One example isa bail application drafted by the model and
shan. R K Trivedi was made Governor of DIdtheUDsteemealath:symmnmI]sre— alistwritten by senior Indiahassuch
Gujarat and conferred the Padma Bhu- 1y SIR he no people in courts, hospitals, farm universities, language institu-
shan. MSGill, CEC from1996t0 2001,en-  Did AAPwinPunjab,ordid Vijay’s TamilagaVet- tions, etc. Meta pajcl$14 3bxllmn for49 percen(ofScale Al acom-
tered the RajyaSabhaonaCongressticket  triKazhagam (TVK) break Tamil Nacus Dravi- panythat i rules
and went on to serve as a ministerinthe  dian duopoly mmugh vote theft? Does “vote generally don'tapply to this kind of work.

UPA government. Even T N Seshan con-  choril only? ongress Indiashould stop counting chips and start asking for results.
tested the 1999 Lok Sabha electionona  loses,but when i Onelarge block of chips could be held back for month-long runs
Congress ticket. J M Lyngdoh, who served More troubling are reported references and gven to the teams whose models score best on Indian-lan-
asCEC from 2001102004, joined the Con- by Rahul Gandhi’s “comrade” Prashant tests. Second, itisi topay
gress after retirement. The line between ~ Bhushan to “regime change”, and by write the tasks and marking schemes, publish them, and let any
referee and player was not merely Neha Bora to inspiration from Bangla- Indian labusethem. The cost for thisshould be small next tothe
blurred:; it was erased. desh’s recent turmoil. If these remarks re- mission’s Rs 10,372 crore. The best free models trail the paid
1In the context of the present bogey of ~ flectthe protest ’s objectives, the question y about four month: ingto Epoch AL India
“vote deletion”, the Congress’ is Is the aim to protect can use them as they are. Its own money is better spent on what
Did the on bogus voters is striking and the democracy or to replace the ballot with nobodyelsewill build: Althat understandsIndian law, medicine,
Congress win numbersspeak for themselves.In August ~ street pressure? The ballot, not the barri- farmingand languages and proofthat it doa
2018, the party alleged 42 lakh cade, must deter whogoverns India . Onhardware, n for
Karnataka, names in Rajasthan’s rolls; 41.85 lakh Prime Minister Narendra Modi wins India’s money sk
Telangana and  names have now been dropped fromthe  elections through dedication to the is better spent  ofbei xport control Butthe pack-
Himachal SIR draft roll. In September 2018, thetop ~ people. Gas connections, piped water, onwhat aging and assembly layers of the supplv chain are fragmented
Pradesh Congress leadership flagged nearly 50  bankaccounts, pucca homes and free ra- nobodyelse and! C them. India ha:
. lakh duplicate voters in Andhra Pradesh,  tions have reached crores of households, N Y afew operating iready. D that, par-
through'vote  while the AICC claimed about 70 lakh ~ and voters have chosen delivery over willbuild: Al ticularly towards memory packagmgthh Micron at Sanand, is
chori?Didthe  wrongentriesin Telangana. Today, 44.28  drama. The Congress must learn the dif- that amore wi aim than aleadi ge fab.

UDF sweep lakhnames are under scrutiny in Andhra fe{enq: lzftween “V(_!(e chpri" m.-ld “voter understands India coulq also convene (he counmes the US Al diffusion
Kerala this year Pradesh, and 73.39 lakh have been re)ecuop . Instead of remainingin pru%est ndianlaw ruleeffectively thosewith capi-
oY dropped from Telangana’s draft roll. In  mode, it needs to shift to introspection =S talanc fab; they buyalot
onrollsrevised 2021, Ramesh Chennithala flagged 4.3¢  mode. Until it does, Rahul Gandhi will re- medicine, Ifthis can be combined with open-weight models, a good hedge
thmugh the lakh bogus or multiple voters in Kerala;  main the batsman who blames the pitch, farmingand one could get is to keep national nmmrs of slgruﬁcan[ open-

verySIR the final list now carries 8.57 lakh dele-  the ball and the umpire: Everything ex- 1 and  Weight tp!
h R tions. Even Jawhar Sircar of the Trina-  cept his own batting. fth: and clustering advantages.
€ oW mool Congress spoke of over 90 lakh fake pl:OO that
condemns? voters in West Bengal. The writer is a Supreme Court lawyer and BJP itdoes The writer hanalyst, high-
The patternis unmistakable. Whener- national Takshashila Institution
A40YEARSAGO PMblamesbigbusinesses USnottodeportillegal aliens sonofaCongress- leader —whilethree sus-

October 19,1986

=
- —
PM eriticises big

business houses for
not baosting exports

THE PRIME Mlmster Rajiv Gandhi, criticised
inIndiafor no! making

THEUS Congress has passed the most far-
7n )years, lifting

ingmembers of the Indian community at
Auckland atthe end ofhis lhre&dayvlslt

any exports. On th y. thethreatofdk for
" Py bl o th 4 Usorover-
enterprise inthis direction, he said. Address- January1,1982and h:

stayingin the United Statesillegally since.
Thebill, however, alsoincludes stnngent

pectedterrori
last 24 hours. The jathedar was shot dead
near atube-well outside the Naushehra Pan-
nuan village, 40 km from Amritsar.
BJPseeksgovernment’sreply

EVENAS the national executive of the Bhara-

epaper.indianexpresc.com.. .

New Delhi

Rajiv G re: llegal tiya Janata Party continued discussions on
all ible assi h ll-scal liens hereafter, and stricter supervision of the proposed chargesheet on the two years
torto help irp he bord of “misrule” by the Rajiv Gandhi government,
dachi h d f the former party president, Atal Bihari

quality. Atthis juncture, the country needed Threeshotdeadin Puniah Va;payee, demandled thatthe Guvemmem
tobuild upits foreign: exchange reserves and Tegai dingth

arketsfol UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS shot dead th debyP Rajiv.

doing Punjab— Jathedar Ki dhi Scindiainaninter-

anythmg inthisdirection. an Akali Dal activist, andthe  view weekly.
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Washington’s Russia pivot is geopolitical
shift, carrics message for India-US deal

AJAY SRIVASTAVA

N LESS than a month, Washington

has threatened buyers of Russian

energy, became a buyer itself, and

then put the punishment on hold.

For India, these reversals carry con-
sequences for both energy security and
trade talks.

On September 18, Washington enacted
the Graham sanctions law, threatening
countries including India with additional
tariffs of up to 100 per cent for buying Rus-
sian oil. On October 9, faced with rising fuel
pricesathome, US President Donald Trump
strucka deal with President Vladimir Putin
to buy Russian diesel. Punishing others for
buying Russian energy would then invite
chargesof hypocrisy. On October 16, Trump

long the reliefwould last.
With the penalties India

attack drone missions. Elou Musk has said
and de-

can continue buying Russian oil for now.
But thetariffthreat remains, and Washing-
rton may use it to pressure Indiaintoan un-
equal trade deal.

The policy reversal began with rising fuel
prices at home. US retail diesel prices rose
66.5percentinayear, fromabout$3.71agal-
lon in October202510$6.18-$6.20 in October

fensive purposes, whlle Starshield is oper-
atedunclerUSgovemmentoversnghL Yetthe
rest ling
Ukraine against Russian attacks.

Ukraine and European allies have
sharply criticised the US-Russia diesel deal.
medentVolodymyrZelenskyylmswamed
thatsancti i wn.uout

2026. Diesel farm

lationwould finance

Y.
and industrial supply chains, so highercosts
raise grocery and other consumer prices.
Heating bills add pressure ahead of winter,

its war. European leaders have argued that
the move undermines sanctions and
weakeus their leverage in negotiations.

toIndia, recent

teranger
fore the midterm elections.

Under the deal Russna would supply
3,00,000 tonnes i 5,00,000

sm aninterim India-US

tradeagreement underthe Februarstom(

tonnes in November and 1 million tonnes
soon after. Total shipments could reach 4.8
milliontonnes.

Inreturn, Russia gained sanctions relief
until April 7, 2027, allowing sales in global
markets and potentially earning dollars for
Russian oil producers, includingRosneftand
Lukoil. Washingtonthreatensothers: forbuy-

maybe
On Octoberl United States Trade Repre-
sentativ said that
“in the short strokes”. The same day, com-
merce minister Piyush Goyal expressed
hope for an early interim agree-
ment. On October 5, Finance min-

ingRi

whenits own economy needs rehef
SpaceX’s Starlink and restric-

tions also need to be factored in. Ukrainian
troops reported disconnections at speeds
above 100 mph, disrupting interceptorand
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Building careers

INDIAN PROFESSIONALS con-
tributesignificantly to overseas
economies, but theirdeparture
alsoraises questions about
domesticopportunities (‘NRIas
the non-returning Indian: What
getslostinthe US vxsa debate’, IE,
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ILLUSTRATION: C RSASIKUMAR

These remarks suggest much ofthe ne-
gotiating work is complete.

Unlike most of its competitors, India
faces the threat of US penalty tariffs for im-
porting Russian oil. China, for instance, is
shielded from new bilateral tariffs until Ja-
nuary 2027 under the Busan Agreement.
India needs to know the final US duties on
itsgoods compared with those on competing
countries. Talks had stalled without those
figures. This was the stalemate unu.l the US

ignedi lis-
sued a temporary waiver on October16.

Despitethe waiver, the threat of new tar-
iffs for buying oil from Russia may help the
USmakeacleareroffertoIndia. Washington
could exempt India from Russian-oil pe-
nalties foralonger period whileretaining the
10 per cent Section 301 duty, alongside nor-
‘mal most-favoured-nation tariffs, in return
for accepting the February 6 terms. India
could continue buying Russian oil.

‘This would clarify the US tariff offer, but
there is a problem. Escaping a threatened
100 per cent penalty is no special favour
when most competitors without a trade
deal face normal duties plus 10 per cent or
12.5 per cent — and when the US itself is
buying Russian diesel.

The February framework requu‘ed
majorIndian

‘warning pointstolittle room for Indian con-

‘while Goyal and Jaishankar signal a desire

terms after the pmmlsed us beneﬁ( h as
changed could leave India worse off. With-
out clear, lasting gains, India should wait

Indla should also stop grantmg major

You can de-notify
protest spaces, not
peoples ability to
(re)produce them

FAHAD“ZUB}‘ERJ

HE DELHI Police’s decision to de-notify Jantar
Mantarasadesignated protest siteisthe latest epi-
sode in the Indian state’s long history of curbing
dissent. Ramlila Maidan, Burari Ground and CBD
Ground have been designated as Delhi's new pro-
testsites. The vocabulary of this move is predictably adminis-
trative: Public safety. [rafﬁc and i mconvemence o residents.
Againstt wemust
examine how protest spaces are managed and produced. His-
tory shows that every time the state attempts to take a space of
protest away, people find ways to produce new political spaces.
The history of India's protest spaces reveals their gradual dis-
placement from centres of political power. For decades, Rajpath
lawns hosted enormous demonstrations. In October 1988,
nearly halfa million farmers led by Mahendra Singh Tikait oc-
cupied them for days. With tractors, cattle, charpoys and cook-
J.nga:mngemeuxs, they! uansformed theRepublic's ceremonial
mngmg

Over the past two years, it

hascutdun&son productsof USinterest, in-

toclosethe deal. rather than sign.
Latest the i

bemglegallydmfted[lcouldbesxguedonm nr’

thel Isatariffad-

vantage overcompeting countries. Thetim-

ingand remain cluding

Thecentral obstacle isthis: What tariffis
‘Washington oﬂennymeFebruarysﬁame

bourbon, some phar-
maceuticals and Ethernet switches. It has
allowed foreign investment in inventory-
based

ork: ingthel

e 1

iff from 25 percent to18 per centin return [or
major Indian concessions. But the US Su-
preme Court struck down those (anﬁs on

their: everyday lifeinto the sta[e s rnonu.menta! core.

The iment restricted.
therein1993, following the demolition of the Babri Masjid. Pro-
test was redirected towards Jantar Mantar, whose narrower
streets made policing easier. From lawns accommodating

of , dissent was confinedtoa with

limited access.

Yet, overtl

fIndia’s

des, Jantar Mantar|

most

h isation levy on foreign
The proposed UPI fees after Diwali could
benefit Visa and Mastercard. Each conces-
sion wi againinreturnreducesIndia’s

February20, that
offer India’s propmed concessmns re-

donthetable, wk i Us
benefit became unclear.

‘Washington then imposed a 10 per cent
forced-labour tariff under Section
301. The Graham sanctions law

bargaining power. India should count their
total value when negotiatingwhat Washing-
ton mustoffer.

Washington's turn toward Moscow

formed an ordinary street into an archive of democratic

struggle. Its significance was not bestowed by th

For Rao, relocation to Jantar Mantar was a means of curbing

mobilisation. He couldn’t have imagined the stature that it

eventually gained.
itical parties, dissent

by managing its geography, calibrating the distance between

ride foreigﬁl-policy commitments. India
should judgeatrade deal by the clear, lasting.
benefits it secures — not by relief from pe-

nalties has toim-

isterNirmalaSitharamansaidalks  £SCapinga Lhrefxtened 109 PCI' quthorises tariffs of up to 100 per
had reached a “plateau” and cent penaltyisno SPEClal cent on counmes such as Indla
further ould be“very, favour when most buyin,

very d].fHCul[” On OC[ober 14, Ex- competitors without a trade October 16 waiver, Indla facesan
ternal A existing additional duty and a
said negotiations were “pretty far deal face normal duties plus 10 larger potential penalty without
advanced” and “headingtowardsa per cent or 12.5 per cent knowing which duties an agree-
landing point”. ment would remove.

d= &0

ANSHUMAN BEHERA

‘THE ETHNIC strife in Manipur has now
moved deep into the hill districts, pitting
the Kuki-Zo and the Naga communities
against each other. There has been very
little respite from the violent conflict be-

October 17). Migration should re-

main a personal choice, nota
necessity driven by inadequate
prospectsat home. Better research
facilities, merit-based
recruitment, competitive salaries
and suppomve i -

nities that erupted in May 2023, claimed
around 300 lives, and displaced close to
60,000 people. Against this backdrop, the
old fault line between the Nagas and the
Kuki-Zos, whichled toviolent clashesinthe

1990s, has At least nine people
illed inthe latestoutbreak of violence

ludians tobuild careers here. At
thesame time, returning profes-
sionalsshould find transparent
recruitment and opportunitiesto
apply theirexpertise.
PSHarishmitha, Tiruppur

Rights of citizens

across the hill districts over a24-hour period
beginning on the night of October 9.

Over the past three and a half years, de-
spite the political and administrative
changes in the form of the imposition of
President’s Rule, achange of chief minister,

conflict, two things have remained constant:

pose. If those benefits remain uncertain,
New Delhi should preserve its bargaining
powerand wait like most countries.

The writeris founder, GTRI

In Manipur, a flailing state,
amissing political process

negligence of the Union government. The
failure to foresee the outbreak of violence,
initially between the Kuki-Zos and the Mei-
teis and now between the Nagas and the
Kuki-Zos, raises serious questions about the
state’sgovernance and law-enforcement ap-

the continued non-functioning of the six
Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) of
Manipur. Thelastelection forthe ADCs was,
held in2015, and the ADC: their
term in 2020. Asa result, the next elections
are now six years overdue. Arguably, the
ADC R

lyingethnic tensions.

Moreover, the inadequacy of the state’s
response to the continuing violence is also
evident from its failure to disarm militant
groups and ethnic militias. The period of
President’s Rule (February 13, 2025, to Feb-
ruary4,2026)offered a good oppomumy to
recover
olence thatbegan in 2023. Yet, the faﬂuxe of
the state has allowed militias to remain in-
fluential stakeholders in the ongoing viol-
ence, including the recent clashes between
theKuki-Zo and the Naga Lommumnes

th op-
erationalise a SI-member Peace

The persistence of violent conflict
SUSPENDING ELECTED repre- and the inability of both the state
sentativesorrelyi 1 S andthe Unio: deal

curity measures cannot resolve
deep-rooted grievances (‘The
siege within Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’, IE, October17).
Pakistan must strengthen d

effectively with the violence (de-
spite the heavy deployment of se-
curity forces across Manipur) and
theunderlying tensionsamongthe

ethni

The problem is twofold: Li-

The sharp erosion of social
cohesion has contributed
to political failure and the

state’sresponse has
failed to heal fractured
inter-community relations

Committee, announced following
Union Home Minister Amit Shalr's
visit in June 2023 and intended to
bring the warring groups to peace
talks with the state governor,
further underlines the absence
of meaningful and sustained
political engagement.

insti fpower. L this manage-

mentisan arrogant misur Go imagine
that protest requires a place allocated in advance, as though
dissent were an administrative activity to be accommodated
within a municipal enclosure, a mere presence of bodies on
geometric land. Pohucal history suggests the opposite.

e anti-col; howed this. Mah Gan-
dhi did not await British permission to practise civil disobedi-
ence in public space. He transformed roads, marketplaces and
seashores into political spaces. During the 1930 Dandi March,
the journey itself constituted protest.

The same phenomenon appeared during (he anti-CAA

Shaheen Bagh was neitheran political
square nor a designated venue. It was an ordinary neighbour-
hood road, inaghettonoless. Yet women, many previously un-
familiar with political mobilisation, transformed it into one of
contemporary India's most consequential public spaces.

n2020, when f; Delhi,
they’ settlements. Singhu,
Tikri and Ghazipur developed kitchens, libraries, medical fa-
cilities and institutions of solidarity. In 1988, farmers had oc-
cupied the capital's ceremorual Lenue Three decades later,
their: entresof politi-
cal life. Barricades intended to separate dissenters from the
state, became political spaces themselves.

This isaubiquitous phenomenon. During Egypt's 2011 rev-
olution, protesters transformed Cairo's Tahrir Square into an
experiment in popular sovereignty. Occupy Wall Street estab-
lished an encampment in New York's Zuccotti Park. Istanbul's
2013 Gezi Park strugglet ath i green space
intoa symbol of resistance. In Hong Kong, highways became

for cngagmgwm) th ing
local grievances. It cannotbe: acomudence
that between 2010 and 2020, when the
ADCs were functional (other factors, like
wmous peace agreements no doubt, con-
, Manipurwi adrop
in militant activity and violence. The pro-
longed dysfunction of the ADCs has
weakened the vital linkbetween local com-
munities and the government, a break—
down that has arguably found

spaces of ly and deliberation. More recently, Palestine
solidarity encampments transformed university lawns into
political communities with libraries, communal kitchens,
teach-ins and prayer spaces. As police dismantled encamp-
ments in one place, others emerged elsewhere.

Spaceis notaninertcontainer of social life; it is itself socially
produced. Political space emerges wherever people gather to
acttogether, not where the state grants legitimacy.

None of this makes the withdrawal of protest spaces harm-
las Producmw new political spaces requires ume, mnney or-

inethnic mobilisation and violence.
Finally, the sharp erosion of social cohe-
sion has contributed to political failure and
the state’s response has failed to heal frac-
tured inter-community relations. Both the
state and the Union governments must act

militants, and
Any further delay will squander the hard-
won gains in curbing militancy.

The writer is with the Department of Political

notevery
Shaheen Bagh. Gor an ithd

i iveness. Th fnew mustnever
excuse the destruction of existing ones.

Buta deeper truth remains. The state assumes it can decide
wherecif therefore, whert
happen. Again and again, citizens h:
ing revolutionary geographies.

Ja.nlar Mantar itself escaped lhe m[ennons of those who

it.Goy

ity to (re)produce political spaces — out of Ll-un air, like magic.

byreinvent-

The writer is a doctoral scholar at

craticinstitutions, ensure

and

loguewith affected communities.
Civilian protectionand impartial
lawenforcement should remaina
priority. Lasting stability requires
respect for due processand the
rightsof citizens.

KPMuthukumar, Chennai

Choice of words

THE CHIEF Justice of India’s re-
markabout the youngand restless
has unexpectedly entered the
political arena (‘On thetrail of the
cockroach’, IE, October17). Such
episodes show how judicial obser-
vationscanacquirea life beyond
their original context. Public fig-
ures must choose theirwords
carefully, while eritics should re-
spond with reason rather than
personal ridicule. Satireis legit-
imate inademocracy, butit
should encourage debate, not
deepen institutional distrust.

K. la. Coil

mited. ity of t the

Onecar

Krrr1 SANON
AND ANDREA M WOJNAR

TODAY, WE celebrate “her” — the girl who
speaks her mind; who refuses to let circum-
stances write her ending for her. In this
month of the International Day of the Girl
Child, we think of the girls and women we
have met across ra, and more re-

qually troubled by

Science, University of Hyderabad

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

What every girlneeds: Aleg up, achance tofly

thathac

theirstoryearly. Thegirl
in Bhopal, at a government resi

in theirown big

family visi per

school life-skills class, had never met any of
them. Butwesaw thesame firein her. Some-
one reached each of them in time: A health

centto88.7 per centto 89 per cent.
‘Women owning a mobile phone rose
fmm45.9 percemlos}‘)percemtoé&éper

not fullyarrived.
Andyet, nogirlgot this faralone. Ahealth
workerreached oneofthewomen from Beed

chayati Rajwith UNFPA'stechnical support,
now has one model girl-friendly gram pan-
chaya( ineverydistrict. The nextstepistogo

labankaccountin

intime. A

d agirl’svoiceinlocald

awoman’s name for the first time. A school

worker, aschool,
chosetostepinwhen it mattered most.

We see the same story at a much bigger
scaleinthe National Family Health Surveys.
‘The numbers show that life is changing for
lndxan girls, and they also show where the

cently in Madhya Pradesh. The young

women from Beed whohad each oncebeen

married as children. Today, one is a nurse.

Another is completing her education be-

cause her family, and UNFPA, stopped her
intime. Athi

‘Westill remember how they stood in front of
us—steady and unbroken — by everything

hange stops. The share of women aged 20
to 24 who were married before 18 fell from
26.8 per cent in NFHS 4 (2015-16) t0 23.3 per
centin NFHS 5(2019-21) and to 20.1 per cent
in NFHS-6. School attendance among girls
agedsixand above rose from 68,8 percentto
71.8 per cent to 737 per cent; women with a
bank account rose from 53 per cent to 78.6
percentto89 percent. Women'

cent, learn-

ing and information. Earning has moved
more slowly. Women who work and earn
their own income rose from 24.6 per cent to
254 per cent to 30.8 per cent. That means
fewer than one in three. Every other gain
toleadtothisone, and it ha

And yet, no girl got this far alone.
Ahealth worker reached one of
the women from Beed in time. A

scheme opened a bank account in

awoman’s name for the first time

epaper.indianexpreqc;eom.. .

sions becomes normal. Learning must lead
ing That W N

health kept agirlin Bhopal in

herseat. But isnotthe 1 ketsandt

sameas preparingthe nextone forwhatshe  portunities, online and offline, with digital
will need: Health information so she can safety builtin.

make herchoices; avoicein her Thy fromBeedand

and skills for ajob market Al is changing.
This is not work for the girls or the gov-
ernment alone. The Ayushman Bharat
Schoolt led
by the Ministries of Health and Education,
trains teachers to bringlife skills and health
education into schools like the one in Bho-
pal. It now needs to reach every girl in the
sameway. The Women-Friendly Gram Pan-
chayat initiative, by the Ministry of Pan-

New Delhi

Bhopal are at different points on the same
road. One has found her footing. The other
is starting to look for hers. What connects
them is not luck. Someone, somewhere,
madesureeach wasreached intime. Making
that true for every girl is the work ahead.

Sanonis UNFPA
gender equahry and Wa;nar is UNFPA Indra

y Bhutan
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SOME RETAIL BORROWERS AT THEIR MAXIMUM AFFORDABLE EMI LEVELS MAY FACE PRESSURE, SAYS KUMAR

Rate hike unlikely to significantly
hitassetquality: Indian Bank MD

INDIAN BANK Man Direc- Willhigherinterestrates
tor (MD) and Chief Executive ~ affectasset quality?

Officer (CEO) Binod Kumarex- Idon'texpectassetqualityto
I be affected signi There
momentum, profit-

ability and keep asset quality
stable in the coming quarters,
even as intense competition for

tion of retail borrowers whose
equated monthly instalments
are already at their maximum

levels. However,

Inaninterview with Geo
Mathew, he discussed credit
growth, outlookfor interest rates

banks may be able to extend
loan tenures or reset repayment
schedules. I do not see interest

In-

rate

. EXPRESS
mterview

BINODKUMAR
MD AND CEO, INDIAN BANK

How rogue Al agents
targeted Indian firms and
accessed sensitive data

Soumyarendra Barik
for bank financial rather | New Delhi, October18
directors today. re-  thanfor

sources, particularly CASA de- ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
posits, has become increas- Howmuch isIndian Bank (AI) agents tasked with con-
ingly difficult. investingin technology, ducting research and evalu-
Fortunately, we have man- ~and whatrole will Al play? ationson the internet managed
aged the gap between deposit Ourtechnologyexpenditure | to bypass security safeguards
and credit growthataround1-  is around Rs 2,000 crore, and | and gain unauthorised access
1.5 percentage points in most  the budget forthisyearisap- = tolivesystemsof Indian organ-
period havetoen- Rs2,300crore. We | isations, accessing sensitive
sure that their credit-deposit ing Altoimp: i personal data
ratios remain within manage-  customer i service = and dential information,

able limits. Deposit pressure

dia’s (RBI) 25-basis-point (bps)  affectingoverall asset quality. exists, but we have ableto
reporatehike, corporate lending, There is good demand for ~maintain our netinterest mar-
gold loans, technology invest-  What is your itgrowth  con dit. However,Jam  gin because of our portfolio
mentsandtheimpactofartificial ~ target for currentfinancial  cautiousabout lendingat very —mix. Higher lending rates
intelligence (Al onbankingjobs.  year,and which sectors low interest rates. If a bank could also support margins,
Edited excerpts: will drive around 6.5% improvingthemby
Creditgrowthhasbeenrun-  and lends for15yearsat7.5%,it  around 6 bps.

The RBI hasincreased repo ningataround 18-19%, butmy  has to factor in operating costs

rateby25bps.Doyouexpect comfort zone is 14-15%. Retail ~ and otherexpenses.Suchlend-  How is the gold loan port-
interestratestorisefurther? credit should grow by 15-17%,  ingmay notbeattractive. There ~ folio performing? What is

Itwill depend on several fac- wl1LIe curpomle lendingisexp-  isgood demand forprojectsre-  drivingits growth?

tors, primarily inflation. Both double lating and data Ourgoldloanbookisaround
consumerinflation and wholes- dlgus Housing and mortgage  centres, and I expect more Rs14lakh crore. The sharpin-
alepriceinflationhavebeenelev-  loans are growing strongly, at ~ power projects to come up. crease in gold prices has con-
ated. We also need to consider ~ around 28-30%, although the tributed togrowthin the valueof
therelationshipbetweenIndian  baseisrelatively small. Deposit mobilisation loans. For the same quantity of
interest rates and US Treasury i fi gold, bor now obtain
vields. Interestrateswilldepend ~ Corporate creditgrowthhas  banks. Howareyou alargerloanthanthey could earA
on how these indicatorsevolve ~ been th lier. However, gold -
andonthepolicy i Isit invest- depositandcreditgrowth?  marily need-based. People gen-
inthe coming months. mentdemand is weak? This is the most difficult erally pledge gold to meet

TENDER ALSO CUTS MAIZE INCENTIVE
Sugar-based ethanol
barred in 2026-27 tender

New Delhi: State-run oil mar-
keting companies have barred
ethanol made from sugarcane
juice, sugar syrup and B-heavy
molasses from their latest pro-
curement tender for the 2026~
27 supply year for blending in
petrol, as the government
seeks to protect domestic
sugar supplies while sustain-
ing its nationwide petrol-
blending programme.

The tender, issued on Oc-
tober 16 by Bharat Petroleum

therequirement of doping 20%
ethanol in petrol.

Italso cuts the incentive
for maize-based ethanol,
lowering the procurement
price to Rs 68.86 per litre from
Rs71.86.

“The government of India
hasissued directions thatsugar
diversion for ethanol be re-
duced to zero for ethanol
supply year2026-27,” the tender
document said.

“Nooffershave beensought

CorporationLtd onbehalfofoil  for ethanol produced from
marketing companies, seeks  sugarcanejuice, sugaror sugar
bids for around 11 billion litres ~ syrupand B-heavy molassesin
of ethanol for the supply year ~ this quantity bid tender,”
beginning November tomeet  itadded. PTI
*BRIEFLY
NTPCtostudy Govtasks Metato
nuclear feasibility avoid amplifying
inmorestates limited narratives
New Delhi: NTPC pla.ns to New Delhi: Centre has asked
initiate ibility mume in  Meta itsrec-
Uttar ¢ d
Pradesh, for proposed nu- notresultin “disproportion-
clear powerprojectsaspart  ateexposureofuserstoa
ofitsdrivetoexpand non- single orlimited set of narra-

fossil fuel energy capacity

toatleast2 GWby 2032, as

peraseniorofﬁcial Ithas
ility stud-

tives”,and tostepup checks
on ccntentthat cuu.ld cauise

Microsoft pulls
outof UK data
center deal with
Nscale: Report

Reuters
Bengaluru, October18

MICROSOFTE of

quality, systems and processes.
‘We are also incorporating AT
intocertain products, including
models for MSME lending, and
taking initiatives in data man-
agementand customerrelation-
ship management.

Will Allead tojob losses in
the banking sector?

Tbelieve the nature of jobs
will change, ratherthan jobsdis-
appearing. Al will also require
people to develop, manage and
operate these systems.

New apportuniti% and jobs
could emerge in areas that we

the Indian Computer Emerg-
ency Response Team (CERT-
In) has revealed.

In what could be the first
known instances of AT agents
going “rogue” and accessing
the cyber infrastructure of
India-based entities, CERT-In
said none of the affected organ-

*SECURITY CHECKS

@ CERT-In has advised Al
developers tokeep researchand
testing environments isolated,
allowing Al agents to access
only the systems needed for
their assigned tasks

el has recommended thatsuch

tions, the AT developers in-
volved, or the specific models
responsible.

Why Al agents pose a
cybersecurity risk
Unlike conventional Al
chatbots, which primarily re-
spond to user queries, Al
agents can independently plan
and execute tasks, browse
ites, interact with soft-

through
technical network controlsrather
than relying solely on instructions
givento Al models

ware toolsand take actions on
behalf of users with limited
human supervision.

S s

deepfakes, and the govern-
ment’s anxieties over agentic
Al along with cybersecurity
risks posed by such platforms.

maynoth;
‘We are training our employees
to prepare them for these
. FULLINTERVIEWON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

©GOLD BUYINGHOLDS, CHINASTANDS OUT

Central bank gold buying remains resilient amid elevated
geopolitical and economic risks, according to ANZ's

commadity analysts.

@ Central bank gold

® Chi d: among

are being sustained by the
need todiversify reserves
amid global risks.

2 89mnnes of gold

adata center deal with British
cloud provider Nscale, Britain’s
Telegraph newspaper reported
onSunday.

The US tech giant, one of
Nscale’stwo largest customers,
recently terminated its agree-
ment for the data center in
Loughton, Essex, according to
thereport.

The newspaper did not
specify why Microsoft with-
drew from the project. Micro-
soft declined a Reuters request
forcomment.

The Telegraph report said
Nscale had faced repeated de-
lays with the project.

National power grid offi-
cials, it reported, had told
Nscale they did not expect a
power supply for the data
centeruntil the 2030s.

bycentral banks
inApr-Jun, with
Jul-Septdemand
estimated around
250-300tonnes.

buyers, purchasing 103 tonnes
in the first nine months of 2026. In
September. itbought 23 tonnes,
the mostsince 2023.
® ANZ sees scope for People’s
Bank of China to buy more gold
on price dips, as it accounts
forjust 9% of its reserves
and is reducingits US
Treasury holdings.

CENTRAL BANK BUYING REMAINS RESILIENT

Centralbank purchases @ 3-month moving average

(intannes)

Jan:2022 4
Sept, 2022
May.2023
Sept.2023

Jan, 2024

SOURCE: ANZ
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theriskofagentsacting outside
the boundaries set by their de-
velopers or users, particularly
when they interact with live
websites and external systems.
The incidents disclosed by
CERT-In show how these sys-
tems can access infrastructure
they were never authorised to
interact with, especially when
conventional cybersecurity
weaknesses expose sensitive
credentials or data.

Rec dations

isations had detected the WHhathappenedto

breaches themselves, theorganisations
Instead, theincidentscame In an advisory issued on

tolightafter Almodel providers ~ Thursday (October 15), CERT-

voluntarily disclosed them fol-  Insaid: “Recently, CERT-In has

lowing internal reviews. recexved multiple voluntary
Thedi: from Almodel pro-

gruwmg concerns over Al  vidersstatingthattheirmodels,

ing beyond their il d i

mlended instructions, and the
cybersecurity risks arising
from increasingly auton-
omous systems.

CERT-1n, which operates
underthe Union Minis-
try of Electronics and
Information Technol-
ogy (MeitY), has also
flagged a separate, fi-
nancially motivated
cyberattack campaign against
Indian entities in which at-
tackers used Al-powered offen-
sive tools to dramatically re-
duce Lhe time required to

e

activity on the internet, had
reached the live systems of In-
dian organisations.”
According to CERT-In, the
Al models acted beyond the
authorisation granted for
theirassigned tasks. Their
activitiesincluded access-
ing business records con-
taining personal informa-
tion and confidential
material. The agents were able
to exploit credentials and con-
nection settings exposed
through application configur-
ation files, pubhc]y available
code ies, and cloud

ertip-
toeing on an Al law, India is
movingtowards regulatingthe
technology, MeitY Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said earlier
this month. The Indian Ex-
press had reported that the
broad rethink from targeted
lawmaking to an expansive
regulatory framework comes
amid growing instances of ob-
jectionable, high-quality

serviceroles with excessive per-
missions, CERT-Insaid none of
the organisations concerned
had identified the unauth-
orised activity. The breaches
werebrought totheir attention
only after the Al model pro-
viders discovered the incidents
during their own internal as-
sessments. The agency did not
identify the affected organisa-

madeby CERT-In
CERT-Inhasadvised Al de-
veloperstoisolate research and
evaluation environments,
allowing agents to connect
only to systems expressly
required for their assigned
tasks. Importantly, it has rec-
ommended that such restric-
tions be enforced through
technical network controls
rather than relyingsolelyonin-
structions given to Al models.
“Define in every task the
systems and actions thatare in
scope, and treateverythingelse
as out of scope,” it said. The
agency also recommended
automatically terminating an
agent'soperationsifit accesses
third-party systems, discovers
oruses unauthorised creden-
tials, or triggers a failure signal.
An independent human oper-
ator should also have the auth-
oritytostoporrestartanagent’s
activities. FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

IBM deploys 6,000 Al agents
across consulting workflows

Urvi Malvania with over 500

Mumbai, October 18 clientprojects combining digital
and physical labour,” Ali said.

ART[F[CIAL INTELLIGENCE The company isusingitsex-

(A in; ing Alintoits

companies deliver consulting

own operations to help clients

gineer and can work
with Almodels and infrastruc-
ture from various providers.
The focus on transforma-
tion comes as traditional man-
aged and operate services face

services,

pricing pressure, with clients

g
movingbeyond

China proposes curbs on solar tech exports

Reuters

increasingly being used in sen-

nance as India tries to build up

ing tools to \gin
ing business processes. IBM is
embeddmg Al agents into its

of Al tools to redesigning how
the work gets done. Ali said

expecting Al to lower the cost-
of-service delivery. IBM is
pnonusmg projectsthatuse Al

own workflows and
taking the model toclients, bet-

IBM'sapy

ding agents into specific tasks
within

busi-

ness processes, rather than

ry byth ryuf Elect-

iesin Madhya Pradesh,
Biharand Odisha, and will
startlooking forlocations
in more states for nuclear
projects, the official said. It
istargeting tosetup 30 GW
of nuclear tocon-

ronics and Information Tec-
hnology, dated October10,
asked Meta toundertake
measures to give contextin
relation to photographs, vid-
eos,orother content deplct—
ing publi

tribute to the government’s
100 GW nuclear capacity
target by 2047. PTI

where authenticﬂy date, or
circumstances of such con-
tent may not be apparent. PTI

Beijing, October18 sitive areas such as aerospace  domestic manufacturingand | tingthat withtheaim  simply usingth: to
and national defense. shake off reliance on China. and human-digital teams will ~ ofimproving productivityand — make existing tasks faster.
CHINA HAS proposed export Chinese officials held initial Expon restrictions aimto | deliver productivity gainsand  translating eﬂiciency gains into Ahcned cybersecurity oper-
controls on 12 talks with inst the risks of tech- N ities.  measurablel leof the pro-
used tomak potential curbs on advanced  nologies from running out of “We've now deployed about IBM is seeing tracnon in ductivity gains possible
citing national security con-  solar-panel manufacturing control or being improperly = 6000unicqueagentsthatareint-  transformation projects, help-  through thisapproach.
cerns, as part of a broader revi- ies, Reuters reported i i hill egrated m[o over 150 of our ing emerpnses rework pro- An investigation into a se-
sion that also covers artificial ~ in April, a move that could ing normal international ex- Ali, Sen- ionssuchas  curity threat that typically took
intelligenceandbiotechnology.  threatenplansby USfirmssuch ~ changes and cooperation in | iorVicePresident,IBMConsult-  finance, humanresources,and 45 minutes can now be com-
The ministry of commerce  as Teslato expand production  science and technology,” the | ing,told FE.IBMConsultingAd- ~ banking. Its forward deployed  pleted by a group of Al agents

proposed addingthe photovolt-
aic technologies to China’s ex-
port-control list, it said in a
statement on Friday, adding
that greater oversight is needed
because solar technologies are

inthe US.

Beijing has also curbed ex-
ports of solar-manufacturing
technologytoIndia, Reutershas
reported. Analysts say China is
seeking to preserve its domi-

ministry said.

Exporters must now
register certain overseas tech-
nology transfers until the ex-
port-control catalogue is for-
mally updated.

vantage (ICA), the company’s
consulting platform, hasadedi-
cated research and develop-
ment team of over 1,000 engin-
eers. “IBM has 2,000+ live

i i ICAglobally,

unitsbringtogetherarchitects,
domain specialists and Al en-
gineers to identify problems,
redesign workflows, and build
and deploy solutions. These
team s ICAtore-en-

inabouttwominutes, followed
by 10 minutes of human re-
view. The approach allows
teams to handle three times as
many threats with the same
number of people, he said. FE

© TATA SONS DISPUTE MATTERS BECAUSE IT STRIKES AT THE HEART OF INDIA'S CORPORATE POWER STRUCTURE

Whenownershipis not control: Thei 1mpact of Tatatussleon

George Mathew
Mumbai, October 18

THE BOARDROOM slugfest
within Tata Sons, the holding
company of the 158-year-old
Tata Group, has thrown opena
question that could unsettle
some of India’s most powerful
business families: Who really
controls a company when
ownership and the board no
longer see eye to eye?

Tata Trusts, the family-run
philanthropic arm chaired by
Noel Tata, owns roughly two-
thirds of Tata Sons, helmed by
Chairman Natarajan Chan-
drasekaran. Their tussle at one
of India’s most iconic business
houses — over the larger direc-
tion of the company — haspro-
moters watching nervously.

It challenges an old corpor-
ate tenet: families and trusts
provide ownership, capital and
long-term vision; professional
managers and boards run the
business. But what happens

when directors with no mean-

employees on the Board. “Di-

ingful stake can chall or
evenseektodisplace, thosewho
own it? The Tata Trusts-board
confrontation exposesadeeper
faultlinein Indian capitalism. If
this becomes the new govern-
ance template, every promoter

ise
theirown iudgement andactin
the interest of the company,”
she said. The issue that most
promoter families will now be
watching closely is whether
ownership can remain with the

panies, but it also creates a po-
tential faultline between the
ownership and the board. So,
whoreally calls the shots?
Srivastava said a trust may
communicate its views or ex-
pectations to its nominee.
“However, it cannot issuebind-
ing instructions, as under Sec-
tion 166 of the Companies Act

promoter families

think this (Tata episode) will
make many family-owned
businesses rethink how much
control they actually have over
the Board,” Chandwani said.

listed companies. Regulation 17
requires an appropriate mix of
executive and non-executive
directors, with at least 50% of
the board comprising non-

2013, every director, i

anominee director, owes a fi-
duciary duty to the company,
includingits shareholders, em-

In traditional Indian busi-  executive directors.
nesses, there has often been an Where Lhe chairpersonisa
informal und dingthat non-exec irector, at least
the family owns the business, one-third of the board must be
the family chooses the leader-  independent. Wherethereisno
shipandthe regular i irper-
ports that vision. That model son, at least half must be inde-
becomes vulnerable whenthe  pendent. If the non-executive

relationship between the pro-

family may havetorethinkwho  family while effective control
ultimately holds the power. gradually shifts to the board.
2 Parag Srivastava, Partner at
Messageinthetussle BombayLaw Chambers,saidthe
‘TheTatadi hasalarger ionaround Tata
message for Indian business ~ SonsDirector VenuSrinivasan’s
families. “Itisnotreallyaboutin-  request to the ra  The TataTrusts-board
directorssuddenly  Charity Ct it foranen-  Indi italism. ExpRess PHOTO
taking control of promoter quiryintothegovernance of Sir
driven companies. The bigger ~ Dorabji Tata Trusts hasraised  theTruststherighttonominate
issueisthat promotersaregrad-  broader quesuons around pro- dlrectors and require their
ually being that  motertrust * affirmative vote on
i are  andboard certain matters,” Srivastavasaid.
twodifferent things in law,” said “Atrust, asashareholder, has However, under Section 179
Sonam Chandwani, Managing  the same rights as any other  of the Companies Act, 2013,
Partner, KS &Associates. shareholder. It can, throughthe — managing the business is the

Chandwani said a promoter
may have significant voting
power, but once directors are
appointed, they cannot simply
be treated as the promoter’s

trustee, vote at general meet-

responsibility of the board and

ings, appointand
tors, and use any special rights
in the articles of asoclanon In

not the
The Tata Sons dispute
mattersbecauseit strikesat the

TataSons'case,

heartof India: er

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

structure. Tata Trusts hold 66%
of Tata Sons, yet the sprawling
empire is run by professional
managers and boards. India’s
old promoter model rested on
families owning, chairing and
controlling their businesses.
Thatmodelis changing. Profes-
sional CEOs, independent di-
rectors and institutional inves-
tors are gaining power. That is
essential for global-scale com-

They are required to exercise
their independent judgment.
Therefore, a trust cannot issue
binding instructions requiring
anominee director to voteina
specific manner or abstain
from voting if doing so would
conflict with the director’s fi-
duciary duty,” he said.
Intheeventof aconflict be-
tween the nominator’s man-
date and the company’s inter-
est, the director’s duty to the
company legally prevails. “I

New Delhi

moter group,
i he said.

chairperson is a promoter or is
related to a promoter or spec-
ified level per-

Promoter’sinterests

sons, at least half the board
must compriseindependent di-

andboard’sjudgment  rectors. “If a non-executive di-
‘What is worrying the pro-  rector, )omshandswx[hal.l inde-

moters is the y  pendentdi i ompany

requi oftheboard andtur

position. The Companies Act  things can go wrong. They can

requires every listed public
company to have at least one-
third of its directors as indepen-
dent directors. SEBI's Listing
Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements go further for

take control of the company
even if the promoter group has
amajority stake,” said a former
Tatagroup official.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM



THEINDIAN EXPRESS

Explaine

° MONDAY, OCTOBER 19,2026 13
QQ @ictxplained * POLICY
'Exper
! that you would like exp(alned please wnlalf:wm HOW Stalnpedes happen, Crowd disasters usually donothavea
explained@indianexpress.com single cause. Several weaknesses, of
lanning and dination, bi
— how they canbeprevented i o

From darling to
‘standalone’: The
fall of Indonesia’s
stock markets

Arav Shah
New Delhi, October 18

IF INDONESIA'S worst wildfires in more than a decade were
not a big enough problem, the country has more on its plate.
Early on Friday, global index provider MSCl announced itsin-

[enuon to downgrade the countrv % stock indexes ﬁ'om the

| ‘
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY

AT LEAST 19 people were killed and more
wereinjured aftera crowd surgeata Durga
Puja pandal in Kolkata on Saturday even-
ing, once again purttingthe spotlight onthe
risks with large gatherings and the systems
required to manage them.

The incident took place at the Chorba-
gan Sarbojanin Durga Puja pandal in north
Kolkata amid heavy rain and a large con-
gregation of pandal-hoppers.

e ;

market category to * the
backwaters of the investor world which includes the likes of
Zimbabwe, Ukraine, and Lebanon, amonga handful of others.
The same day, the Jakarta Composite Index (JCI) ended
the day 11.6% down: its worst in almost 30 years, Already the
world’s worst-performing market this year, the JCI is now
down almost 40% in 2026. A foreign investor favourite until
recently, how did it come to this for Southeast Asia’s biggest
economy?

MSCT’s Indonesian problem

'MSCI, originally Morgan Stanley Capital International, is
one of theworld’s foremost providers of global equity indices.
An equity index tracks the price performance of a specific
baskel 0( s(od\s which representa market orsector. These in-

of —thinkofitasafinancial
thermometer.

Investors are always looking for opportunities to make
money. However, they may not have complete information
on how the various marketsaround the world are performing.
This is where index providers step in; some investors blindly
allocate their funds as per their: suggesuons

MSCIL iesin fourti
frontier, and standalone. It evaluates factors suich as market

y. scale of the stock and how easily and

to iminary accounts
from police and the state government, the
rain prompted people waiting outside to
move towards the pandal, while an an-
nouncement over the public-address sys-
temappears to have added to the commo-
tion. P setting
off a deadly crush. The exact sequence of

After the stampede in Kolkata on Saturday. parTHa pauL

Weak railings, insufficient queue-man-

lead many others to follow.

grims, and the unexpected entry of pil-
grims onto the route from several points.

An even deadlier disaster occurred
during the Kalubai Yatra at Mandhardevi
in Wai, Maharashtra, in January 2005, kill-
ing 293 people.

An inquiry headed by Justice Rajan
Kochar identified a combination of fac-
tors: incorrect estimates of the expected
crowd; a narrow, steep and slippery ap-
proach; illegal vendors occupying the
route, some with gas cylinders; inad-

qual urity and ing arrange-
ments; the absence of watchtowers and
public-address systems.

The common thread is that crowd dis-
asters usually do not have a single cause.
Several weaknesses combine until one
trigger produces asudden surge.

How should crowd control work?

The NDMA argues that most such dis-
asters can be prevented through proactive
planning and effective execution.

Its guiding principle is essenna[ly one
of il :control
howmany people enter, regulate how they

raded.

In January, MSCI cited
various issues with how the
Indonesian market oper-
ated, including opaque
shareholding practices, inef-
fective regulatory measures,

°FALLINGBEHIND

® The Indonesian currency
rupiahisin freefall, having
weakened by over 7% against
the US dollarin 2026.

and far-from-reliable d:
-Theexncfforexgn investors what percentage of each
from the ds market ’s shares (techni-

has been to the tune of almost
$5 billion so far in 2026.

cally called “free float”) were
actually available to be
traded publicly.

When ownership is
opaque, winely available for tradil bedif-

ficult todetermine”, Allaudeen Hameed, professor of finance
at the National University of Singapore told The Indian Ex-
press. The pool of shares may hence be “substantially smaller
than the reported free float,” Hameed added.

InJune, MSClindicated it would consider launchinga con-
sultation on reclassifying the Indonesian market if there was
not evidence of sufficient progress by November.

While Indonesian authorities have undertaken a variety
of reforms — it imposed fines to the tune of $117 million on
three companies for manipulating markets last week — it
hasn’t been enough.

MSCI also suspected coordinated trading, which can ar-
tificially inflate the amount of market activity. But trading
among connected parties does not provide “comparable
liquidity to other investors”, said Hameed. Essentially, the
Indonesian stock market looked “more happening” than it
really was,

Therot is not limited to the stock market. Earlier this year,
global ratings agencies Moody's and Fitch lowered their out-
look on Indonesia to “negative” owing to problems at the pol-
icylevel.

Raceagainst time

MSCI will accept market feedback until April 30,2027, and
deliveradecision by June 30 over the standalone status. What
this will do is two things: One, passive investors tracking In-
donesia’s emerging market status would exit (they already are,
as reflected in Friday’s crash); and two, a standalone market
doesn’t really attract investors.

“A move to standalone status would primarily be a shock
to portfolio flows and Indonesia’s cost of capital,” Irman Faiz,
lead istat Bank Danamon told TheIndian
Express.

To salvage its emerging market status, Jakarta must ag-
gressively enforce its regulatory promises. In the meantime,
the country’s central bank, Bank Indonesia, has to manage
the economic fallout.

© ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

eventsis being investigated. agementsystems and the absence of secto- Precautions This does not necessarily mean people  move while inside, and manage how they
Suchdisastersare notunusualatlarge  ral partitions can allow an otherwise man- behave merely beca yare leave. Authorities must first estimate de-
religious congregationsinIndia. A2014re-  ageable gathering to turn into one large Atmany part of a crowd. Often, their fourisa  mandby ining previous
port by the National Disaster Manage- massof people. religious sites, response to the information available the time at which people normally amve
ment Authority (NDMA), the apex body This is particularly important atevents capacity can’t be tothem. major attractions, special religious
for formulating dlsaster-managemem such as Durga Puja, where thousands of : el haveun- i
policies in the country, noted thata “ma-  visitors may move from one popular pan- IMEKEaS intended consequences. A message in- ‘They must then calculate the capacity
jority of the crowd disastersinIndiaand  dal to another and arrival is not regulated becau:%l.‘ of tended todisperse people orwarnthemof  of the venue and, crucially, individual
ries h: datre-  throughtickets or fixed ti it the danger largenumberofpeople  zones within it. A ground may appear ca-
ligious places™ The NDMA says inadequate arrange- structureofa to move simultaneously unless carefully ~ pable of accommodating thousands of
ments can produce either panic or excite- shrine or worded and accompanied by clearlyman-  people, buta narrow lane, bridge, staircase
‘What leads ment, i ac- P aged exit routes. or pandal entrance along their route may
What is commonly described as a  celeration in the movement of people. TACLCE. The NDMA also warns that become the real bottleneck.

" is often better dasa Once crowd densx[y becomes very high, p " d-control Where demand exceeds capacity, the
crowd crush: asituationinwhichtheden-  even fall- ° worsen an emergency. If police chasean  NDMA advocates “input control” — re-
sity of people becomesso highthatindivid-  ing, abarricade giving way, sudden rain or Insuch unruly group in a direction oppositetoan  stricting or staggering entry.
uals end up losing the ability to control  peoplechangingdirection —can havedis- situations;the incoming stream of people, for example, Atshrines such as Vaishno Deviand Sa-
their proportionate consequences. N the two flows can collide and produce a barm]ala pilgrim reglstrauon and regu»

Such situations can arise from struc- The NDMA notesthat historically, com- NDMA says, dangerous crush. ated used
tural problems — weak y struc- hyxia has been the most com- waiting is Research on crowd behaviour h«.\S nval patterns. Such systems are easier at
tures, i i i mon cause of death in crowd disasters:  unavoidable — thereforei destinations where visitors undertakea de-
poorly litstairways, narrow entrancesand ~ People packed tightly together are sub- thetask of cation and community-based manage- fined pilgrimage than at an urban festival
exits — as well as fires, electrical failures,  jected to such pressure around the chest authoritiesisto ment over purely force-based control. such as Durga Puja. But the underlying
security scares and failures of crowd thattheycan nolonger breathe. ‘make that wait principle remains applicable.

, ‘What do earlier disasters tell us? At events where crowds cannot practi-

The NDMA reportidentifiescrowdcon- ~ What is the role of crowd behaviour? safe, with Many of the identified by ~ cally through registration, this
trol as central to preventing such disasters. Accordingtothe NDMA report, under- ~ adequatespace,  the NDMA have recurred across major ~ can i Idi from
Probl rise standing crowd behaviour is an important lighting, crowd disasters in India. the main venue, one-way pedestrian
is much higher than anticipated; when  partof preventing disasters. barricading, At the Nashik Kumbh in August 2003, routes, separate entrances and exits, real-
more people are allowed into an areathan “Individual behaviour in a crowd is drinking water, 29 pilgrims were killed. A magisterial in-  timg and tem-
it whenthereare  sometimesi by the behaviourof clearsigns and quiryidentified pressureatbarricades,the  porary closure of an attraction before dan-
inad holding areas outside en-  others,” it says. Actions by a handful of sudden movement of] people inthereverse  gerouscongestion develops.
trances; or when entry and exit routesare  people —for Example i direction, ive- FULLVERSION ON

too narrow or not separated.
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Why Congressii

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, October 18

THE ELECTION Commission of India (ECI)
issued adirectivelast week foranother revi-
sion of electoral rolls under a Special Sum-
mary Revision. The process involves adding
newly eligible electors and deleting those
who have died or shifted. It differs from the
Special Intensive Rev:smn (SIR) process m
thatth

cally enter the new rolls.

The Congress party highlighted a por-
tion of the directive on supplying political
parties with copies of draft and final rolls in
a DF format. iji had
been consistently demanding a Machine
readable digital voter list, so that the tam-
pering happening in the voter list could be
caught," it said, addingthat the ECThas now
hadto “concede defeat”.

What i !
Converting written text into a digital
format would earlier involve manual data
entry. This painstaking process was sup-
planted by atechnology called Optical Char-

orsuddenly moving it —can

hicles along routes also being used by pil-

INDIANEXPRESS.COM/EXPLAINED

is agaln hlghhghtlng ‘machine-readable voter list’

acter. ition (OCR). It
to detect letters by training them on vast
amountsof data.

Here, making voter lists machine-read-
able makes it easier to search for voters”
names and details. Currently, the rolls are
available as “image PDFs”, where photos of
the rolls are scanned and uploaded. It is
unclear whether the new ECI directive
marksachange.

Lok Sabha LoP
Rahul Gandhi
addresses a press
conferencein New
Delhi. ai

The ECI directive said that the “ERO
(Electoral Registration Officer), immedi-
ion...shall

yafterdraftand
supply

& one soft copy in readable PDF format) of
each separate polling station of the roll to
every recognised political party.”

This, it added, was under the Registra-
tion of Electors Rules, 1960. They mandate
thatthe EROshall copiesofeachpart
oftheroll to “every political party [forwhich
asymbol has been exclusively reserved in
the State] by the Election Commission.”

‘What has Congress argued?

The party has repeatedly demanded
making lists machine-readable of late.

1n2025, Rahul Gandhi alleged fake voter
names wereadded tothe voter listinaseg-
ment of Bangalore Central Lok Sabha con-
stituency. Congress spokesperson Pawan
Khera wrote in The Indian Express, “The
only way to audit the electoral rolls of the

y th
We would need digital/machine-readable
electoral rolls of all the constituencies.”

In 2018, Congress leaders Kamal Nath

d in Pilot took d

proce
durali hy
preme Court. The bench rejected the peti-
tions, sayingit was the format in which the
draft electoral roll is supplied fulfils the
requirement in the Election Manual, 2016.

The manual says the draft roll shall be

put onthe Chief Electoral Officer’s website

“inatext d

appear against the elector’s details.” The
ECI said it consciously did not provide
copies of voter lists in scannable text mode,
“keeping in view the issue of privacy of
voters”. The court concluded, “The clause
nowheresaysthat the draft electoral roll has
tobe putup onthe Chief Electoral Officer’s
websiteina ‘searchable PDE.”

In 7075 the SC again considered the
issu thevalid-
ity of the SIR process. The petitioners said
that the EC was refusingto providethe 2003
voters’ list in machine-readable form (the
last SIR exercise was held from 2002 to
2004). Again, the court raised concerns
about citizens' privacy and datamining. In
its May 2026 verdict, the court upheld the
SIR exercise.

‘Like a conversation over coffee’: The ways Al is changing maths research

Nameera Anjum

Al asresearch tool

this

particularly i

their i

ion, but said the shift

New Delhi, October 18

FROM BRAINSTORMING research ques-

tions to generating mathematical proofs,

antificial intelligence (Al) is changing how

mathematicians approach their work. But

ques-

tions about how studentslearnto tJ.unkm-
what counts as

research, ¢
ticians will need.
KaneenikaSinha, associate professor of
mathematics at [ISER Pune, told The In-
dian Express thatshe uses Al toseek expla-
nations, generate examples, connect ideas
and brai h ions. “Talk-

hema-

The possibilities have come into
sha.rperfocus fo]luwmg OpenAl's October
mathematical

preprints, grouped into 372 families of re-
sults. Three manuscripts were subse-

Beyond mathematical correctness, re-
searchers need to establish whether Al is
bringingtogether existingideas from differ-
ent mathematical fields at a scale that
people could not previously manage, or de-

quently withdrawn, and th ion has
not yet been fully evaluated by the wider
mathematical community.

Thomas G Dietterich,acom-
puter science professor and
pioneer in machine learning,
wrote on X that researchers

ingtoalanguage model feels like having a
conversation with an enthusiastic fellow
mathematician over coffee!” she said.
Sinha sees potential for students to use
Al as a learning aid and sounding board,
particularly in India where gaps in educa-
tional infrastructure can limit access to

support.
e B

veloping new ideasand tools.
Given the number of preprints, a proper as-
sessment will take time, shesaid.

It is also too early to deter-
mine how Alwill reshape math-
ematical research, Sinha said.
But if the technology can con-
nect mathematical ideas on a

treat the release as though they

‘had discovered “a notebook full EXPLA I NED | scale beyond what researchers

of results from a deceased can readily achieve on their
ician” and “to make Aweekly column own, the community will need

sense” of it. For mathema- decoding Al's new to find ways to use that capabil-

ticians, that _means going frontiers. how they ity to advance the subject.

beyond est: whether Idand On the broader research

individual results are correct to
understanding how they were
obtained, what they establish, and whether
they offer new insights.

Sinhasaid the volume of results makes

our placeinit

landscape in India, Sinha said
researchers in her professional
circle were “embracing the new shift with
enthusiasm”. She sees Al as a tool for ex-
ploring difficult ideas and speeding up

raises questions about how to deepen
learning without weakening students’ cre-
ative and cognitive abilities, how to assess
Al-assisted research, and whether India
can develop dedicated Al infrastructure
suited to its needs.

Excitement and anxiety

For students, the shift is producing
mixed reactions. Sinha said they were ex-
cited about AT’s ability to help them learn,
while also anxious about the future.

One consequence of OpenAl’s an-
nouncement, she noted, wasthat students
with a developing interest in particular
areas of mathematics used the release to
learn about open problemsin those fields.

But this curiosity sits

PhD students are also anxious about dis-
cussing their ongoing work and the possi-
bility of being “scooped” by AL

Vamsi Pritham Pingali, professor of
mathematics at [ISc Bengaluru, is con-
cemed thatstudents could use Altoobtain

all they did was understand (deeply) Al-
written proofs?”

Where mathematicians will
still matter
Beyond academia, Pingali sees oppor-

ithout the

problem-solvingskills needed for research.
“The student is deprived of valuable train-
ing but gains a possible paper. Now must
thestudent do this ornot?” he asked.
Vaishnavi Sundararajan, assistant pro-
fessorof i ineeri

Al adopuon grows in Indianin-
dustries. For privacy reasons, hesaid, “local
open-source models might take the place
of ChatGPT or Claudein Indian industries”.
He expects people with mathematical
rralmng and adchdonal real-world skillsto
becom whilecau-

atIIT Delhi, argued that generative Al is
most useful to researchers who already
understand the field they are working in.
Someone with little logical intuition, she

tioning that they must recognise the limi-

tations of mathematical models when ap-

plied to complex, real-world problems.
For appucauons where safery and relia-

taintyabout careers. She said many mathe-
maticsstudents had, inrecent years, begun
considering options beyond academia.
They are now questioning whether their
current training will equip them with the
skills required in a changing job market.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. -

said, may struggle to verify AL bility are critical tical
uncer- Leanp Leanisa - correct bereplaced by

ming language that translates mathema.t» that merely appear to work. “Note that if

ical into code for veri! you wanttosend ahuman to thy you

Alalso raises questions about how uni-
versities will assess researchers’ abilities
whenthey use Al-generated proofs. Pingali
asked: “How can we judge whom to hire if

New Delhi

better be sure that all the algorithms you
are using... are mathematically correct.
Just empirical heuristics or ‘good enough’
arenot enough!” he said.



Heena Khandelwal: In May this year,
when you learned that you would
head this department, whatdid you
think of the role and its objectives?
Thad no particularthoughtsat that point.
Asusual, when 1getapost,Ithinkabout the
fthat post.Itry
it th.rough reading, talkmg i) onn:ers and
hatever Tget.I
here. 1 had not realised there would be so
much todo.Iknew it was food and drugad-
ministration, but the full gamut that un-
folded onceljoined was quite large, and then
westarted workingon it.

Heena Khandelwal: You arebeing
celebrated as a national hero.

Tam neither a hero nora national hero, I
ama public servant and expect public scru-
tiny. Food and eryone’slife, so
therewould bediscussion. ButonceIjoined,
I realised that a transformational approach
was needed. Before 2011, the sector focused
on preventing adulteration. The new Act
shifted the emphasis to food standards and
safety, but the gap between regulationsand
gmund reality remains large. While regula—

Ived, the cul regulation
and enforcement has not kept pace. Earlier,
aroundadozen Acts and variousordersgov-
emed’ it il
sistent interpretations. The new Act brought
these mgether undar one ﬁamework The

food busi-
nesses must move beyond anarrow focuson
adulteration, while regulators must shift
from the role of inspectors to that of food
safety officers. This is a change in govern-
ance, not merely nomenclature, and takes
time. Systems such as online licensing and
inspections are in place, and we have
adopred amission- mode approach. Our vi-
food and drugs. Our “E3” strategy rests on
empowering people, enabling businesses
and enforcing the law.

In public service, enforcement will al-
ways invite debate. If you don’t act, people
question you; if you do, they question
youtoo.

Ritika Chopra: BMC Commissioner
Ashwini Bhide appreciated your
workingstyle. Civilservants are

behind
itis the political masters who are the
face of success or failure. But your
imageis diametrically opposite.
Absolutely. But here, the face is public,
food and drugs, not Tukaram Mundhe. We
cannot achieve public healt_h inavacuum,
without i
health, what are we consumingand what we
should be consuming. Awareness and sen-
sitisation among people and stakeholders
ial. Inthelast! I

the FDA (Food and Drug Administration)

order: firston prohibited items, then hotels,
ies, milkand milk prod-

ucts, loose oil, balanced diets inschools, and

soon.Ihave notcreated anew law. Thelaws,

rules and regulations exist. We need an

executiveinstrument to take them tostake-

holdersand implement them.

T: i der. Tanticij

cism: why this festival and not another, are
you authorised, are you going overboard,
whytouchourfestivals? The orderappliesto
all fesnva.ls Lh:oughou[ the yeax across Ma-
Itconcerns food safety, not festivals. Dunng
Ganpati, we seized about 50 tonnes of sub-
standard or unsafe food. We publicise such
action with photographs, videos and evi-
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WHY TUKARAM MUNDHE

A 2005-batch IAS officer, Tukaram Mundhe took charge as Maharashtra FDA commissioner in May and has since shaken up the state’s food and drug industry. He has
invoked the stringent Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act (mCoCa) against manufacturing, sale and transportation of gutka and launched a sweeping
crackdown on restaurants of all sizes. He also restricted the sale of foods high in saturated fat, salt and sugar within a 50-metre radius of schools, influencing policy in
other states. His style has drawn attention and scrutiny in equal measure, raising questions about enforcement, proportionality, and the limits of regulatory power

ONDRIVING SAFETY
TRANSFORMATION
Transforming a system
frompreventiontoa
360-degree change, with
safety and standards as
norm, takes time. The
system existed, but Iam
now working in mission
mode. Not everyone does
that all the time

15

ONBEINGA VIGILANT
CONSUMER

Iquestion everything and
do not trust even myself
unconditionally. Has
comingto the FDA madea
difference? Yes, because I
know many things I didn’
earlier. Iamnow more
vigilant about the food we
eatand buy

‘Rules and regulations exist. We need
an executive instrument to take them to
stakeholders and implement them’

Maharashtra FDA Commissioner Tukaram Mundhe on transforming food safety enforcement, putting public
health above commercial interests, and making regulators and food businesses accountable. The conversation
was moderated by Heena Khandelwal, Assistant Editor, The Indian Express

Tukaram Mundhe, C:

|

must match thenumber of
Afiatli N

Tt
to paint anyone black or white, but to help
people understand what they are consum-
ing.I'm nottoucmngyourremvals l'm deal-

ing with food, which is my

Thaver: Th
since 2011 but was never really
Ideally, be

robustenough nottodepend on who
isincharge. Doesn't itreflect badlyon
existing systems when one officer can
make such impact?

Idon't believe this shows earlier officers
asbad. Transformingasystem from preven-
tion to a 360-degree change, where safery

Compared with other countries, we came [o
Butwereot]

Tjoined, against:

struction. Vision 2047

ything
simply trusts the system?
Iquestion everything and do not trust
evenmyselfunconditionally. Has comingto
the FDA made a difference? Yes, because I
know many thingsI didn’t earlier. ]am now
morevigilantabout the food we eatand buy.
Talso show videos to my children, and they
have stopped eating some things they used
to.lalwayschecked my fridge but that habit
has increased. The belief that everything
kept in a fridge is safe is an absolute myth.
Weneed to be much betterinformed.

who

SunandaMehta: ?unehashadthe
highest of

orgreater
awareness among citizens?

Pune hasa culture of raising issues, and
when atoolis available, people useit better.
The portal, mmplamls malmfrla in, allows

eir: and
fil int. Ttuses AL c us, to
categorise complaints by risk and filter out
false or incomplete ones at the initial stage.
Of around 11,000 complaints received, al-
most 3,000 wererejected, savmg officersan
1,500 hours. C: jo.
matically assigned to officers, who have 48
hcu:s toopenthem.Iftheydon’t, the maner
and ashow-cause .
So far, almost 2,700 complaints have been
escalated, building in accountability. There
arealso deadlines for resolution, with unre-
solved complaints moving from the Assis-
tant Commissioner to the regional Joint
Commissioner and then headquarters. Tcan
track everything, from receipt and inspec-
tion to the response. Almost 70 per cent of
complaints have been resolved. It isa trans-
parent system in which complainants can
track the status.

Vallabh Ozarkar: What actionisthe

FDA taking agamstgutka pan
masala

syndicates involved?

T
in Maharashtra, with a fresh prohibition
every year covering manufacturing, trans-
portation, sale and storage. Manufacturing
is absent in Maharashtra, while storage
happens through a hide-and-seek manner.
Inthelastthree months, more than 600 FIRs
have been filed and around 800 people ar-
rested. Thedifferencethistimeisthat weare
not just filing FIRs against sellers. We are
naming transport owners, not just drivers,
and including company names and board
members when a brand is involved. We are

nd BN inves-
tigatingorganised networks. Unlessitis pro-
hibited across India, it will not stop com-
pletely.Ihave recommended anational-level
prohibition to every state.

AlokDeshpande: Are you goingto

appealtotheactorswhoare
advertising these substances?

By law, they cannot doit. So, there isno
questionof all. They 1lead
by example.

Nayonika Bose: Have any of your
favourite eateries or those of your
family come under the scanner?

Idon'thaveany favourite eateries outside
my home. As for the family, they have.

— il told younot
to(takeaction)?
of Food and Drug (right) i with H Assistant Editor, The Indian EXpress amiT CHAKRAVARTY So in matters of conflict of interest, Ial-
ways take the side of public interest.
‘With four ,Ienvision  Third, whencanitbeused?Th itself hop the Nagpur Bench
handling around 3 lakh samples annually ~ saysthat whenever i lofficerbe- 1 facentury-old P : Alotof times,
one food safety officer (FSO) per rural block  within two years. lieves thereisa danger to public health,he  shop, even though the High Court areraised onthe quality of the raw
and oneper1,000 urban food businesses. By orshecan ion. Have onlyth ‘meals. Howdoyou
that calculation, we needed 850 FSOswhen Heena Khandelwal: The lestaumnt ‘we gone beyond that line? No. In each case ilk needed to b plan todeal with that?
350,  industry where a licence was. suspended theorder How dowe preventsuch Wh is floated by

besides proportionate designated officers  should allowthem tocontinue how public i il ment, itisas perthetermsthatthis: mudx cal-
and other staff. Second, we need morelab- ~ operating while addressing health would be affected. GotoGorasBhandartoday. Goandcheck  orie and protein hasto be there. So the ven-
oratory capacity. We have threedrugand ~ violations, and not face whetherthey are meeting Schedule4ofthe  dor cannot take the plea that we were not
three food labs, with four more undercon-  immediate suspension. Also, Mohamed 'l‘haver- Incriminal Act. Tbey are manufacturers of milk prod-  told. Weare checkingthe samplesand taking

afoodlab  areyoutakis action law, th then hi 4 i i action against them if any issues are found.
in every district. We are also exploring  againsthawkers? thereisthe lmplemenmﬂon. area should havetilesonthe floorsandthe  We are checking its calorific value, prulem
strengthening existing public health and We are taking action against SCANTHE ‘Youmay not Idbe Ifyoulookat ing for
food labs rather than building parallel facil-  hawkers. I don’t have the exact ?g\(‘:lgTDCEH law, but what about a humane the picture [aken onthe day of inspection,  trients.Ifitisnotasperthe prescribed norms,
ities, Third istechnology. We have prepared  number, but we have taken action. THE VIDEO ings? itissoil.  there will be action against them.
aroad map foranend-to-end foodanddrug ~ On why suspension and not an im- What i That's as per the Act, notas
portal, designed to match the USFDA'ssys- ~ provement notice, we are imple- aclear, exhaustive: deﬁmuon Itisnot  perTukaram Mundhe. Now, whenitcomes  Pallavi Smart: Have youapproached

menting Indian law, the Food Safety and Tinterpret. If isfound, ilk, industrialicewasused, which ~ theeducation department?

tem. The architecture is ready, and the de-
tailed project report has been submitted to

g nm ﬂ1e USFDA and Japanese

Tbelieve not. We at

havealso visited for dis-

StandaxdsAct 2006 under[‘SSAI Whether

beforethe court. It lsveryclear!ywnnen So

ides forit. Second, who has

food cussionson first,
safety officers and the first to have a Com—
missionerof Food and Drug Admini: HeenaKt
a post created in 1970, when food came  taking y day in bi;
under its purview. We have among India’s  andall the

highest numbers of registered food busi-
nesses, second after UP, Ithink. Th

labs. What is the lab capacity and what
i 'You also i

existed, but Tam now working in mission
mode. Not everyone does that all the time,
‘When the 2006 Act was framed, e-com-
merce, cloud kitchens and dark stores did
not exist. Do they need regulation? Ob-
viously. We are discussing this, and I have
suggested areas requiring better regulation
to FSSAL which must frame the rules. Milk
productionand demand havealso changed
since2006. Astimesand needschange, regu-
lations and governance must evolve.

Beyond

Alok

two-shift system.

From June to August, we picked almost
37,000 food and drug samples, of which
32,000 havebeen tested, leavingabacklog of
around 5,000, orafew days’ work. Ourtarget
is 14 days for food reports and 60 days for
drugs. Turnaround times have decreased,
re<ults are faster, and tollow -up acuon is

Weachi -
tific manpower management, resource
mapping and batch testing, without new
equipment or manpower. If we need three
smfts we will go for three, depending on

‘what

you

does the FDA need to regulate 13lakh-
plus establishments?
Tt ial. First, staffing

while adhering to working-

hour limits. We are also using technology,
with high-end equipmentbeing procuredto
automate data capture. So it is not only en-

forcemer

todo it? The designated officer is doing it.

what is humane: saving the many people
who are paying to consume it, or letting the

is not for consumer purposes. Plastic was
found in buttermilk. Ghee didn’t have a

food'

OmkKkar In

ON PRIORITISING
PUBLICSAFETY
Unsafefood has a clear,
exhaustive definition. Itis
not somethingIinterpret.
Ifunsafefood is found,
what is humane? Saving
the many people paying
to consume it, or letting
the restaurant continue
serving unsafe food?

epapenindianexpresc.com.. .

expirydate. Whatdo
you call this? Violation or not? Because you

Not yet but in some forum we have de-
cided. We are workingonit.

Sabah Virani: Could you talkabout

area 100-year-old you have
‘more responsibility.

Ritika Chopra: When you started, you
hadacertainidea ofhowto proceed.
Based onthelast have

Thave expedited it. We need toworkina
much larger context and with much larger
uumbers Many areas are su}.l untouched

your

Morethan 1,000 licences have been sus-
pended. In the drug sector, we suspend
eitherthe licence of the product or the com-
panyorboth. We havesuspended the licence
of blood centres. We have suspended the
licence of ayurvedic manufacturers, allo-
pathic manufacturers, pharmacies, cos-
metics. Morethan 12 crore have been raised.
Alot many actions have taken place. Ob-

end approach. For example, after the bal-
anced diet order for schools, we followed
withinfant food, which will be followed by a
nutraceuticals order, which covers the
younger generation. This way the complete
picture is available to people, to food busi-
ness operators and licensees, and it xs clear
tomy tof d t
islargerand better.

When the
officer in the room, what kind of
consumer are you? Someone who

New Delhi

viously th factor has been food

because there’s a lot of dnennon by every-
on

food but
drug equally Itis not neglected.

HeenaKhandelwal: What do you want
yourlegacy tobe?
Idon’t work forlegacy. ButIwant thein-
dustry to provide safe, standard food. It
sothatthe
don’t compromise the health of the people.
Ultimately, I would like to see a situation
where regulators don't need to take action
because everyone complies with the rules.
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Money trail
Checking IPO proceeds” misuse easier said than done

he Securities and Exchange Board of India

(SEBI) has lately initiated a rash of reforms

that make it easier for domestic companies
to launch Initial Public Offers (IPOs) in uncertain
markets. Last week, it mooted draft regulations
seeking to substantially tighten the rules around
utilisation of IPO proceeds by issuers.

The consultation paper recommends
three key changes. One, all issuers,
irrespective of the offer size, would be
required to appoint an external monitoring
agency to verify that IPO proceeds are
utilised as specified in the offer document.
Right now, external monitoring is
mandatory only for issuers raising over
%100 crore on the main board, or over 50
crore from the SME exchanges. This is
welcome as smaller companies may be
prone to weak governance and funds
diversion. Two, monitoring agencies will
directly share their findings on utilisation
of IPO proceeds with stock exchanges,
within 45 days of the end of each quarter.

They will first share their draft report
with the company for vetting by its audit
committee. In case there’s a delay, the
monitoring agency must go ahead and file
the report. Three, where the issuer fails to
share adequate information or evidence,
the monitoring agency must file a
‘statement of non-cooperation’ with the
exchange, along with its utilisation report.
Exchanges are required to issue notices to
the errant firm and levya fine of up to
50,000 for non-compliance, or eventually
freeze promoter shares. If a monitoring
agency files a non co-operation report, the
issuer company cannot terminate its
services without rectifying the issue. While
these rules may seem onerous, such
tightening is called for. SEBI investigations
have unearthed innumerable cases of
promoters diverting IPO proceeds to pet
projects and related parties.

In the recent case of Gensol Engineering,
SEBI found IPO funds raised for electric
vehicle procurement were used to bankroll
private luxury purchases. In the case of
Varanium Cloud, money raised for data
centres reportedly found its way into a
hospitality venture. However, there could
be many a slip between the cup and the lip
in enforcing the new rules. First, there’s the
question of whether credit rating agencies
(which are the designated monitoring
agencies) have the capacity to conduct the
forensic checks and physical verification
necessary to confirm where IPO funds are
being deployed.

To assess whether a firm is creditworthy,
all rating agencies need to do is analyse
their audited financial statements (even
here, they are known to miss a trick or two).
Verifying whether a firm is indeed using its
cash balances for stated purposes is better
suited to an audit firm. There’s also the
problem of conflict of interest. Credit
rating agencies earn their revenues from
the issuers they rate. That apart, stock
exchanges, too, have not been effective in
acting as frontline regulators even as the
new rules place the onus of enforcement
entirelyonthem.

OTHER VOICES.

South China Morning Post

Hong Kong cannot neglect youth mental health

World Mental Health Month, observed each October, may not command
the same public attention in Hong Kong as it does elsewhere. Yet the
latest revelations about suicides among local school children should
serve as a sobering call for more urgent action. With those aged 15 or
below accounting for 60 per cent or more of suspected student suicide
deaths over the past three academic years, and the under-15 suicide rate
climbing to 2.9 per 100,000 - the highest since 2016 - the city cannot
afford to treat youth mental health as a peripheral concern. It is worrying
that the respective numbers of suspected student suicide cases reported
by primary and secondary schools hovered between 23 and 33 in the
three school years between 2023 and 2026. (ocTosz 18, HonG KONG)

SRE AR

THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN

Al: Safety cannot be ensured by relying solely on companies
The capabilities of artificial intelligence are evolving at an astonishing rate and
have even led to incidents in which systems have gone out of control, acting
against people’s intentions. U S. President Donald Trump and Al companies in
the United States such as Meta, Anthropic and Google have reached an
agreement on safety measures regarding Al development. The key elements
include establishing an internal management system to monitor Al-driven
cyberattacks, developing mechanisms to detect anomalies, and conducting:
checks via external auditors. The approach is based on voluntary corporate
self-regulation and does not impose any legal obligations, but the damage
would be catastrophic if cyberattacks on critical infrastructure were to spread
worldwide. (ocToser 18, 7oxv0)

Ecosystem
services and

role of farmers

While support for agriculture focuses mainly on the
visible part of farming, little attention is given to
groundwater recharge, carbon storage or pollination

SUVANGI RATH
KIRAN KUMARA TM
ADITYAKS

very harvest season, the
conversation around Indian
agriculture turnsto a single
figure: how much grain, pulses
or cotton a field has produced. What
rarely enters that conversation is the far
larger, unaccounted for output the same
field has produced. Ecosystem services
are the benefits people draw from
natural and managed ecosystems.

In agriculture, the term covers
everything the farmland produces
besides the crop — the water it
recharges, the carbon it stores, the
nutrients it cycles, the pollinators it
houses and the soil it holds in place. It is,
in effect, the invisible half of every
‘harvest.

That invisible half does not happen by
itself; it is generated, season after
season, by the farmer managing the land.
Farmers are the managers of India’s
agro-ecosystems, and besides producing
foodgrain, pulses, fodder, fish and fuel,
theyalso generate some of the most
important ecosystem service benefits
enjoyed by society atlarge. A flooded
paddy field recharges the aquifer
beneath it. Abund slows runoff and
holds the soil in place. Residue
decomposing in situ locks carbon in the
topsoil for along period.

THE QUIET CUSTODIAN

‘What ties all of this together is that none
of it is produced by leaving the land
alone. Itis produced through farming. It
follows from the timing and depth of
irrigation; from whether the plough goes
inor the seed drill does; from what
happens to the residue after harvest;

from whether the field is bunded; from
how much margin is left uncropped;
from how many crops sit in the rotation;
from whether trees are allowed to stand
at the boundary. And that, ultimately, is
what makes the farmer the pivot of the
entire agricultural system. Not merelya
producer of food, but the quiet
custodian of everything else the land
provides.

Anatural question that follows is if
farmers are producing all of this, whyis
solittle of it recognised by them, the
policymakers and the wider public?
Unlike a harvested crop, which is visible,
measurable and sold at the market
withina season, most ecosystem
services are invisible and take longer to
realise. Because the benefits rarely
return to the person who generated it,
and rarely return sooner even when they
do, farmers have little reason to notice
orvalue what their everyday practices
are generating.

Policy makes this gap even wider,
instead of correcting it. Agricultural
support in India, such as subsidies,
procurement and extension services,
focuses mainly on the visible part of
farming. It rewards production and
input use, but gives little attention to
groundwater recharge, carbon storage
or pollination. And underlying both of
these is the deeper problem: there is no
market for any of it.

Grains have a price that is determined
every season at the mandi. In contrast,

Grains have a price that
is determined every
season at the mandi. In
contrast, recharged
groundwater and
pollination services have no
similar marketplace or price
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recharged groundwater and pollination
services have no similar marketplace,
buyer or price. However, carbon
sequestered through farming practices
is now being sold in the voluntary
carbon markets.

The costs are not small. The FAO 2024
State of Food and Agriculture report
puts the hidden costs of India’s agrifood
systemat $1.3 trillion a year, the
third-largest in the world; a substantial
partof thatis environmental. The
Central Ground Water Board’s 2025
assessment found that 730 of the 6,762

units were overexploi
and another 201 were labelled critical.

Our own valuation of irrigated and
rain-fed paddy systems in Odisha points
that the two differ not merely in crop
yield, but also in the bundle of regulating
and supporting services they generate.
‘The comparison between them looks
materially different once those services
are counted. However, none of it shows
up in farmer’s income.

Meanwhile, farmers’ incentives are
aligned in the other direction. The
Union Budget for 2026-27 sets aside
roughly1.71 lakh crore for fertilizer
subsidy. Add free or near-free farm
power in most major States, along with
assured procurement of paddy and
wheat, and India spends an enormous
amount every year to make
water-intensive, nitrogen-intensive
cultivation the safest choice for farmers.
Against this, the payments for doing the
opposite are minimal.

PM-PRANAM

For example, under PM-PRANAM,
States that cut the use of chemical
fertilizers can retain half the resulting
subsidy savings. In 2023-24, 14 States
cut consumption by 1.4 million tonnes,
generating an estimated ¥3,157 crore in
savings. Now, nearly three years into the
scheme, the incentives have not reached
States because the disbursal mechanism

has not been finalised. Similarly, in the
case of Punjab’s ¥1,500 per acre
incentive for direct-seeded rice, the
incentive is very miniscule and, hence,
adoption is limited.

CARBON MARKETS, AN ANSWER
However, carbon markets are one of the
solutions, and may have a role to play.
But the first significant Indian soil-based
carbon credit issuance, covering 30,000
acres in Punjab and Haryana, was
verified in 2026 for practices adopted
between 2019 and 2022. A seven-year
gap between changing what you doand
being paid for it is unworkable for small
holders. What next? First, paya direct
incentive on per hectare, per year basis,
rather than per tonne verified years
later; let the aggregator or the State
government take the risk.

Second, bundle the services. Income
from carbon alone is very small to the
Indian smallholder, but carbon,
groundwater recharge, residue
management and biodiversity, paid as
one contract, can clear the threshold.
Third, there is a need to develop transfer
mechanism under PM-PRANAM
scheme, rather than just an outlay.

Fourth, the ecosystem service
programme in the country never sold
ecosystem services at all. Andhra
Pradesh’s community-managed natural
farming now reaches around 1.8 million
farming families, and it grew because it
cut input costs along with the
environmental gains. Farmers respond
to their own visible and tangible
benefits. Therefore, there is a need for
farmer-centric design.

Suvangiis Fellow, Indian Councilfor Research on
International Economic Relations (ICRIER), New Delhi;

«i is Scientist, ICAR:
Agricultural Economics and Policy Research, New Delhi;
tyals Senior Scientist, ICAR-Nati i

Agricultural Economics and Policy Research. Views
expressed are personal

[s Trump’s diesel deal another poll gimmicks

Republicans face serious problems even in safe seats and deep red states in the run-up to mid-term elections

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

sop on the eve of November 3

mid-terms, President Donald
Trump has used the national security
waiver clause in the Lindsey Graham Act
to pause sanctions, hoping that the
supply of Russian petroleum products,
especially diesel, in global and American
markets, will lower the prices at pumps.

The Executive Order, signed by the

President two days before the punitive
measures were due to take effect, has set
offa storm of protests from
Republicans, Democrats, Ukraine,
Europeans and critics, who argue that
the road to lower prices goes via Tehran,
not Moscow.

I nwhat could be seen as yet another

BENEFICIAL, SAYS TRUMP
The President has described his latest
decisionas beneficial to the USand the
world. “Itisavery good decision, and it’s
going to bea decision that’s good for the
country, and I think good for the world.”
The Secretary of State, Marco Rubio,
maintained that the 60-day pause has
been designed toassess the broader
economic consequences. “The President
wants to take the 60-day period of time
tosort of analyse what imposing both
sanctions and tariffs will mean to the
global economy and even to the US

economy,” said Rubio The senior
administration official was making the
point that global energy prices were
driven by international conflicts,
including the Iran war and attacks by
Houthis on Saudi Arabia.

“These conflicts around the world are
startingto crash into each other, and
they’re having an impact not just on
global oil and diesel prices but on
economies aswell.” But Republican
Senator Thom Tillis called the waiver
“beyond irresponsible”, saying: “If the
President wants to actually bring down
energy prices, he can do it by solving the
Iran problem, not by doing a solid for
Vladimir Putin.”

The co-sponsor of the Graham Bill,
Senator Richard Blumentahl,
maintained: “These waivers have
nothing to do with our national security,
and everything to do with pleasing
Vladimir Putin.”

The waiver to the Graham Act follows
President Trump’s diesel deal with
President Vladimir Putin that allowed
diesel exports, including to the US, in
return for softening economic
measures. The election sop was not hard
to miss, given the sharp rise in diesel
prices was impacting transportation,
agriculture and construction sectors.
Reliefwas essential, as Republicans
facing re-election in the House of
Representatives and Senate, see serious

TRUMP. Takes a U-turn reuress

problems even in safe seats and deep red
states.

‘The deal was that Russia will supply
300,000 tonnes of diesel to the US and
global markets immediately followed by
an additional 500,000 tonnes in
November and a million tonnes
“immediately thereafter”. On top of it
all, Moscow will release another three
million tonnes “within a short period of
time”.

ZELENSKY IS UNHAPPY

What has also not gone unnoticed is that
relations between Washington and Kyiv
were onadownward slide, with
President Volodymyr Zelensky seeing
the sanctions waiver and the diesel deal

scaling back intelligence sharing and
placing restrictions on Starlink satellite
services, both of which have been
officially denied. And President Trump
has been critical of the Ukrainian leader,
including his latest comment that
President Zelensky is being “more
difficult” to deal with than Putin.

Europeans have consistently been
critical of attempts to appease President
Putin, and have naturally been taken
aback by the twin shocks that came their
way by way of the diesel deal and waiver
of the Graham Act. “The irony is that the
US, and especially President Trump, has
lectured the Europeans for years about
the dangers of buying Russian energy;
now, it is easing sanctions to buy Russian
diesel itself, without consulting anyone
in Europe,” said Matthias Matthijs,
Senior Fellow for Europe at the Council
on Foreign Relations.

European leaders are apparently
preparing their 22nd set of sanctions
since February 2022 against Russia,
while countries such as India, the prime
targets of the Graham Act for punitive
tariffs, may have time till November 3 to
breathe easy. After that, irrespective of
whether the Grand Old Party remains in
the majority on Capitol Hill, all bets
could be off.

as measures that will put money into
President Putin’s pockets. llelly,
there have been reports of

The authorisasenior journalist from

© BELOW THE LINE

Minister C Joseph Vijay was on full
display recently. An Indian-origin
CEOof aglobal giant, in town to
greenlighta massive 2,000 crore
project, completely went off-script
during his inaugural speech. Instead
N of the dry corporate jargon, the top
executive spent asolid few minutes
geeking out over the leader’s past life
asasilver-screen megastar. The CEQ
smoothly packed his speech with
witty callbacks and sharp Easter eggs
from the politician’s biggest
box-office blockbusters. Who knew.a
public meeting could doubleasa
fan-club convention? Only in TN!

N
Reel charm of Vijay
Welcome to the era of peak
personality politics in Tamil Nadu,
where the line between cinematic
fandom and State administration is
blurred. The sheer magnetic pull of
the State’sactor-turned-Chief

for ideas to save

Air India crew see stars
Spill the tea because Air India is
serving pure corporate audacity. The
airlineis practically beggingits crew

sky-high reality check.
th hits. i il

new Prabhav programme, but the
grapevineis buzzing with outrage
The juicy dramaz? If your brilliant
brainstorm saves the management a
jaw-dropping 22 crore, they ll reward
you with... checks notes... 20000 Al
Stars mystery points. Insiders are
calling it a low-ball joke, especially
since no one knows what these

magical points are actually worth.
i b

coldand microphones are

The bossesare p

& "

face expecting team support, but the
crewis ready to throw major shade
instead of savings. Talk about a

Welcome to Karnataka's new era of
political paranoia, where the teais

everywhere. Ever since former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah secured a
swift court’s injunction blocking.
media houses and social media
channels from airingan alleged sting
video, the State's entire political and
bureaucratic landscape have gone

i Politicians,

across party lines, who have
historically loved agood pre-emptive
gag order, are suddenly treating
everyone like asecret agent. The
juicy gossip? Off-the-record
conversations are officially dead
Bureaucrats are terrified that
everyday small talkis being secretly
recorded to orchestrate the next
major downfall. Karnataka hasa
history of high-profile resignations
triggered by sting videos, but this
latest twist has left the media entirely
locked out. Talk about total
conversational lockdown.
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A seething manifesto

Stories of women who challenged the status quo

BOOK REVIEW,

—
Pritha Dutt

‘ ‘ oryears, I did not

F know what to do with

myanger. I was afraid

of being branded an angry woman.
Not merely because anger was
considered dangerous, but
because it was ugly,” writes
Nilanjana Bhowmick. Women are
taught to soften their voices,
swallow their irritation,
accommodate, forgive and move
on.

Anger, particularly a woman’s,
is often treated as something
unbecoming. But the stories
Bhowmick writes about turn that
idea on its head. A feminist author
and award-winning journalist, she
brings together the stories of
women who have refused to
suppress anger, and instead
transformed it into action.

Her earlier book, Lies My
Mother Told Us, won the 2023
South Asia Laadli Media and
Advertising Award for gender
sensitivity. In Why the World Needs
Angry Women, she tells the stories
of women who have taken their
anger intoa larger, social force.

ASSERTIVE ANGER

Anger can basically be classified
into three types — aggressive,
assertive and passive with various
sub-classifications. The women
Bhowmickwrites about have
channelled their anger into the
‘assertive’ type. “Indian history is
full of women whose anger
altered the course of events, even
if only a handful have been
allowed to remain in public
memory,” writes Bhowmick,
explaining why she decided to
highlight the anger-fuelled stories

WHY
THE

WORLD >
NEEDS:
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WOMEN -
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historic, heroic or convenient. But
what about the countless women
whose refusal, protest,
persistence and rage changed
something much smaller — their
family, their workplace, their
village, their community, or
another woman’s life? This is not
abook about everyday anger alone
— the anger women are routinely
encouraged to suppress, swallow
and disguise. It is about what
happens when women begin
asking: why should this be
acceptable? Why should I be
silent? Why can’t this change?

THERE ARE BOUNDARIES
And perhaps that is where anger
becomes constructive. But
Bhowmickalso makes an
important distinction. Not every
expression of anger needs to
become a movement, a campaign
ora public cause. “Sometimes
anger does not become anything
Iarger or public. Sometimes it

of 13 contemporary Indian
women.

There is the story of Beena
Pallical, who fights for the rights
of Dalit women; Laxmi Kushwaha,
who unleashed a water revolution
in her area, channelling her furyat
the injustice of how she and
countless women had to walk
miles to fetch drinking water; and
Pallavi Pareek, who works
tirelessly to close the gap between
the law and action around POSH.

POWERFUL STORIES

What makes these stories
powerful is that the women did
not simply show anger. They did
something with it. As the
padwoman of India Maya
Vishwkarma points out, “that
anger is what keeps me going”. We
remember women when their
anger becomes sufficiently

boundary,” she writes
in the summing up chapter. I love
this. Because women have also
been taught that their anger has
to be productive to be legitimate.
Build something. Fight
something, Change something.
But sometimes anger simply tells
you: no more.

Bhowmick has chosen onlya
few of the hundreds of women
who have converted their anger
into action — fighting for justice,
challenging taboos, creating
opportunities and making visible
the issues that women have been
expected to quietly bear. The book
isinspirational, but it is more
thana collection of heroic
biographies. It is an invitation to
examine our own anger.

Pritha Duttis Chairperson at Centre for
Gender Equality and Inclusive Leadershipat
XLRI

thehindubusinessline.
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SEBI snips pre-issue publicity campaigns

SEBI has placed restraints on publicity campaigns of companies coming out
with public or rights issues. The regulator has amended its disclosure and
investor protection guidelines to introduce provisions that will bar corporate
projections, estimates or any information extraneous to the offer document.
This is applicable to all types of corporate information, including interviews by

promoters or directors.

Plug into regional flavour with Yahoo

Despite a globalised world, localisation is the favoured strategy for most
companies. This is most apparent in the Internet-driven world, where
companies are increasingly exploring ways to reach out to India’s non-English
speaking population. Yahao India also seeks to leverage this growing trend of

regionalism.

Wipro net rises 46 pc on all-round growth

All-round growth across all business divisions helped Wipro Ltd to report 46
per cent growth in second quarter net profit, exceeding street expectations. It
reported net profit of Rs 700 crare on revenues of Rs 3,546 crore, which were
up 41 per cent, for the quarter ended September 2006, compared to a net of
Rs 478 crore on revenues of Rs 2,506 crore in the previous year.

en a QR code changed a nation

This is not merely a book about how people pay, it explains how an economic system can be redesigned

BOOK REVIEW.
Sourashis Banerjee

hat exactly happens when
atechnology becomes so
deeply embedded in
everyday life that people
stop noticing it? In Cashless Nation: How
UPI Changed Euvyrhmg the authors

Tender, takes the reader to November 8,
2016. The authors write: “It was 8
November 2016, and the day had felt like
any other.” The apparently ordinary
opening makes what follows more
dramatic: the announcement of
demonetisation and the enormous
disruption to India’s cash economy. The
book, however, does not reduce UPT’s
rise to demonetisation. Instead, it traces
the foundations that preceded it, suchas
bank

Santanu Paul and B thy
attempt to answer that question on the
10th anniversary of UPI, by telling the
story behind India’s extraordinary
digital payments transformation. The
book goes beyond UPP’s spectacular
transaction numbers to examme the

isation, electronic
payments, ;, financial inclusion, Aadhaar,
NPCIand earlier payment systems.
That historical layering is important
because it replaces the convenient
“overnight revolution” narrative witha
story of accumulated institutional

institutions, ies

breakthroughs regulatory decisions and
battles that made those numbers
possible.

Santanu Paul isa computer scientist
and entrepreneur who served on the
boards of National Payments
Corporation of Indiaand BSE. B
Sambamurthy’s career included heading
the Institute of Development and
Research in Banking Technology and
serving as an RBI nominee director at
NPCL. Their proximity to the ecosystem
gives the narrative an unusual insider
perspective. For anyone interested in
banking, technology, public policy,
fintech or India’s economic
transformation, this is not merely a book
about how people pay, it is about howan
economic system can be redesigned.

‘THE DISRUPTION

One of the book’s strengths is that it
refuses to treat UPl as a sudden
invention. Its five parts — Big Bang,
Long March, Turf Wars, Quest and
Conquest, and Billions and Billions —
place UPI within a much longer history
of financial and technological change.
‘The opening chapter, No Longer Legal

NEW READS.

Technology stories can easily
become stories about machines. The
book makes them stories about people.

In No Longer Legal Tender, the
authors introduce Anil Bokil, who had
reportedly pitched the idea of
demonetising high-value currency notes
to cure tax evasion and corruption in
July 2013 to then Gujarat CM Narendra
Modi. Later, in an interview, Bokil
claimed “the government had only taken
apartof our five-point plan”, believing if
all his ideas were implemented, the pain
following demonetisation would have
been significantly reduced.

The authors bring policymakers,
bankers, technologists, entrepreneurs
and regulators into the narrative,
showing how different interests collided
and eventually produced common
infrastructure. The result was nota
straight line from idea to success. There
were disagreements, resistance,

CASHLESS
NATION

Santanu Payl
B Sambamuyrthy
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anecdotes give the otherwise dry
institutional history a human
dimension.

THE REAL INNOVATION

interoperable public digital rails on
which banks and private technology
companies could build competing
customer-facing products.

“Left to the big banks and the
standard RBI approach, I don’t think the
4-party model would have survived,”
opined Nilekani in a meeting with the
authors. He exclaimed how he had to
convince Raghuram Rajan, the then RBI
Governor, why open and interoperable
models are critical for innovation, and
how he was immensely grateful to Rajan
for overruling objections from the
banking sector and clearing the path for
the 4-party design of UPL That
distinction helps explain whya small
merchantwitha QR code and a large
corporation can participate in the same
payments’ ecosystem.

ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION
The everyday familiarity of UPI can
obscure the scale of the change. The
book connects instant payments with
financial inclusion, formalisation and
changing consumer behaviour. A street
vendor, a student, a small businessand a
multinational company can use the same
underlying payment infrastructure. It
also shows how network effects matter.
Once consumers, banks, merchants and
technology companies began
participating simultaneously, adoption
reinforced itself. The book is
particularly useful for bankers, fintech

Perhaps the book’s most ial

and students of economics

insight is that UPP’s achi ntliesas
much inits architecture asin its
technology. In the chapter Digital
Payments Boom, the authors bring in

competing interests and technological
limitations. This is particularly evident
in Turf Wars, which examines the
competition between banks and telecom
companies over mobile payments and
the emergence of NPCI as a neutral
institutional platform. The book’s

personal dotes from Nandan
Nilekani, who worked as an innovation
advisor to the NPCI board, to explain
the innovation of UPI, the 4-party
model. Instead of creating another
closed payment network controlled by a
single company, India developed

and technology. But its appeal is
broader: almost every Indian who has
scanned a QR code has participated in
the transformation it describes.

Its final provocation is interesting.
The book suggests that “digital money is
gradually starting to behave like
software”, money that could become
programmable, responsive and capable
of performing tasks automatically.

Title: The Nitrogen Bomb
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Author: Jacob Koshy

Publisher: Penguin Viking

The author traces the
planetary life story of
nitrogen from its early use
in cultivation and
gunpowder to its discovery -
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Title: Beyond the
Uniform: Duty, Discretion
and Public Trust
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Publisher: Niyogi Books

The book examines Indian
policing — its colonial
inheritances, structural
distortions and the need
for reform
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Author: Chitra
Srikrishna

Publisher: Hachette
India

The book answers the
questions you never
knew you had about the
music that surrounds
you every day

Short take

Rationing of learning coming to an end, finally

—
Sriraj Mallick
Rahul Patwardhan

n August 15, the Prime Minister
O pledged Al training for one

crore young Indians, plus a free
online coaching network. Big promises
always spark the same question: how do
we make them real? What must be built
so this becomes a fact, not justa
headline?

The urgency is clear. The economy
needs skilled youth now, not in 2040.
‘Training one crore in Al is vital, but the
bigger prize is using Al to teach nearly 37
crore young Indians everything else they
need. Extend it to schools, and learning
becomes one seamless journey — from
first classroom tofirst job. No other
country has cracked this.

The numbers are sobering. Only 4.2

per cent of working-age Indians have
formal vocational training. The India
Skills Report 2026 says 44 of every 100
graduates aren’t employable. And the
demographic window is closing: the
15-29 age group, nearly 37 crore today,
will shrink to 24.5 crore by 2036. Effort
and money aren’t missing. What's
missing is design.

India’s education design was built for
scarcity. Good teaching was rare, so the
system rationed it: standard courses,
large batches, narrow gates at fixed ages.
Selection stood in for development.

That scarcity is over. India has long
known the alternative. In the gurukul,a
guru taught many students, yet knew
each one: what they grasped, where they
struggled, what they could become.

The path and pace were personal. In
1984, researcher Benjamin Bloom
showed one-to-one teaching

outperforms 98 per cent of classroom
learning. Al now makes a guru buildable
for every Indian: software that knows
what you know, sees where you're stuck,
teaches in your language, adjusts pace
and stays until you pass the testareal job
demands. When one-to-one teaching
stops being scarce, learning no longer
needs rationing.

India has done this before. To move
money instantly, it built UP1 — one
shared system any bank or app could
connect to. Learning never got such

explain tough concepts, add lessons and
step inwhen a student is about to give
up. Employers: they gaina new way to
find talent.

Skill becomes a unit — once it’s in
your passport, it counts, no matter
where you learned it. Apprenticeships,
internships, on-the-job training can all
bevalidated.

Start where the Prime Minister
pointed. Run the one crore Al-training
programme on these rails as the first
cohort. Then build capabilitv missions

rails, though the building block
APAAR, the National Credit Framework
and Skill India platforms.

Three questions matter. Access:
nearly 97 crore Indians are online, and
data costs have plunged from 269 per
gigabyte in 2014 to about 8 today.
Teachers: their role grows. Software
handles routine teaching, but teachers

that ing jobs and create
validated pathw.xys into each. Judge
success on two numbers: how much
faster people learn, and whether they
earnmore a year later.

Mallickis the CEO of Infopro Learning.
Patwardhanisaformer CEO of NIT Ltd. Views
expressedare personal

© BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2759
4

NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
1. Explode (5) 1.Since 1949in RN, 1. Sudden break to an access of speed (5)
4. Dirigible one holding warrant (6-7) 4, Adirigible one lodged inadifferent parish (7) 7
aircraft (7) 2.Decay (3) 8 The runner’s pain that eventually
8 saves 3. Irritable, bad-tempered (6) saved nine (1,6,2.4)
nine (1,6,2,4) 4. Yearning (6) 10. Turn on gin mixture he is about to have (5)

10. A turning-device (5)
11. Admits; has (4)

12. Shift (4)

16. Public,

not concealed (5)

17. Thoughtfulness for
others (13)

19. Of aroot (7)

20. Fear greatly (5)

5. Type of bean (6)

through family (9)

14. Make known (6)

18. Solid water (3)

6. Objects passed down
7. Settled beforehand (13)
9. Held within limits (9)

13. Imaginary belt of star signs (6)

15. Yarn, fibre, thread (6)

11.Is the possessor of a sort of snow (4)
12.1t is one player’s turn to propose

the motion (4) ©)
16. With something left,

time is not hidden (5)

17. Careful thought given to the recompense (13)
19. He is for thorough reform of the primary (7)
20, Terrible fear of doctor removing

top of head (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2758

ACROSS 1. Debut 4. Scruple 8. Chain gang 9. Tat 10. Meeting 12. Poor 14. Blighty 17. Inch 18, Torsion 20. il 21. Intricate 23. Nursery 24, Greet
DOWN 1. Decomposition 2. Brazen 3. Tangible 4. Spa 5. Rage 6. Patron 7. Entertainment 11. Gigot 13. Starling 15. Scalar 16. Silage 19. File 22. Try

1. Naval holder of warrant will put the subsidiary business right

2, Car will need this rubbish as encouragement to the donkey (3)
3. Isirritable about how one got lost in the City (6)

4.1s hurting the church in making gain (6)

5. He will smuggle a strip of embroidered cloth (6)

6. They are handed down in order to hire out weaving machinery

7. Peter, reminded of how it was settled in advance (13)

9. Dance in to show how it is held within (9)

13. Acid, short ounce of which is used for twelve houses (6)
14, Lay bare the side surface of the recess (6)

15. One may need a bit of rope to run aground (6)

18. Reserve of diamonds (3)
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Waiving double standards

Mr Trump discovers merits of national interest

United States (US) President Donald Trump’s decision to waive sanctions on Rus-
sian imports under a congressional law must be seen as a relief for India both in
terms of its oil-import policy and for ing the long-awaited trade deal, which
had stalled mainly on this account as well as Section 301 investigations. Ona broader
canvas, the 60-day waiver demonstrates the Trump regime’s double standards,
ratchets up strategic uncertainty over US support for ally Ukraine in its war against
Russia, and generally raises global misgivings about US reliability asan ally.

The Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act, 2026, gave the Presi-
dent the powers to impose 100 per cent tariffs on major Russian oil buyers such as
Indiaand China, to deprive Moscow of revenue to finance its war against Ukraine.
‘When the war broke out in February 2022, and the West drew down Russian oil and
gas purchases in solidarity with Ukraine, India chose to accept the deep discounts
offered by a traditional ally. This move was excoriated by Mr Trump, who imposed
anadditional punitive 25 per cent tariff on Indian importsin August 2025, later lifted
following an interim trade framework in February this year. India’s imports of Rus-
sian oil rose steadily from about 2 per cent of all its purchase of crude oil to almost
50 per cent, as New Delhi sought to parry sharply rising global oil prices as a result
of Western sanctions. Despite the fulminations from the White House, the validity
of this approach, driven by national interests, was underlined by the fact that the
US continued to import uranium from Russia despite the war.

This latest waiver, driven by electoral considerations ahead of November mid-
term polls and signed a day before the 30-day enforcement deadline, has under-
mined even further the logical tenability of US objections to India’s imports of
Russian oil. The blockade of the Strait of Hormuz following US-Israel attacks on Tran
hasexerted upward pressure on prices of oil products, and like others, the American
people are feeling the pinch. Diesel prices have risen 66-68 per cent over the year,
driving up prices all round. The grounds for the waiver, enabled by Section 115 of
theLindsey Graham Act, were prepared on October 9, when the US Treasury issued
atemporary licence allowing the sale and import of Russian diesel into the global

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Let the people hedge

Recent measures have gone beyond merely curbing
speculation in the foreign-exchange market

There are many questions about the rupee to which
one never seems to get straight answers. The first one
—oftenasked by foreign investorswhentold of India’s
economic outperformance - is: If growth is going so
well and macroeconomic fundamentals are strong,
whyisthe rupee constantly sinking? How hasit lost 11
per cent against the dollar since May last year, worse
than most of its emerging-market peers?

‘There may be some reasonable answers to that —
forexample, that the same foreign inves-

marketuntil April7,2027. Thy with Russiawill i providethe
US300,000tonnes of diesel, followed by 500,000 tonnes in November and one mil-
lion tonnes subsequently. Russia will also release 3 million tonnes, depending on
the state of its refineries (some of which were recently attacked by Ukraine).

This remarkable geostrategic pivot is also driven by Mr Trump’s tensions with
Ukrainian PresldentVoludymyrZelenskyy who hasaccused Ule USadministration

ofscalingback »portand prom-
ised Patriot missiles and deteriorating Starlink satelhte services, which have
impacted drone perfor: d battlefield cc ications, have been notable

setbacks for Ukraine of late. As US allies add their voice to lawmakers, including
some Republicans, on the amorality of the latest waiver, it is ironic that Mr Trump
should offer the national-interest counter-argument — which he emphatically
rejected inIndia’s case ayear ago.

Building natural wealth
Environmental accounts can inform policy decisions

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation’s (Mospi’s) new “Strat-
egy for Environmental Economic Accounts in India 2026-30” is an attempt to
measureth y'snatural andec vicesinar

atic accounting framework. The rationale is straightforward. Natural resources
form the backbone of economicactivities, but their depletion and the services pro-
vided by ecosystems are not reflected in conventional measures such
asgross domestic product (GDP). The timing is important. As India pursues faster
growth amid increasing pressure on land and water, policymakers need to know
not only how much the economy produces, but also what it is consuming from its
natural-resource base. The strategy follows the United Nations System of Environ-
mental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) and builds on Mospi’s work since 2018. The
pollination account can illustrate why this matters. Mospi estimates the value of
pollination services at ¥2.66 trillion in 2021-22, up from ¥1.15 trillion in 2012-13,
equivalent to roughly 8-10 per cent of crop output. Conventional agricultural
accounts capture the value of the crop, but not the ecosystem service that con-
tributes to producing it. Making such a contribution visible can strengthen the
economic case for protecting pollinators, supporting beekeeping and designing
pollinator-friendly agricultural policies. The same logic applies to water accounts,
which can help poli resource useand groundwater stress, and also
to mineral accounts, which can track extraction, depletion and discoveries.

The strategy also has a wider development role. Mospi estimates that envi-
ronmental accounts can support the assessment of about 40 global indicators
across nine Sustainable Development Goals. The new road map expands the
coverage to carbon stocks, biodiversity and environment-related economic
activities, potentially making environmental information more useful for deci-
sionsextending well beyond the environment ministry. International experience
shows what such accounting can achieve. The United Kingdom (UK) natural-
capital accounts estimated the annual value of ecosystem services at £41 billion
in 2023, while the asset value of natural capital was estimated at £1.6 trillion. Such
estimates bring nature into discussions of national wealth rather than treating
itonly as an environmental concern.

But measurement is only the first hurdle. Implememanon is the harder test.
India hasundertaken envis udiesatstate level foryears, but
differencesin concepts, definitions, and methods have prevented these efforts from
being aggregated into a consistent national picture. Only 18 states and Union Ter-
ritories have so far constituted inter-departmental groups on environmental
accounting, while Mospiitselfidentifiesa shortage of expertise in the SEEA frame-
work. The next five years should, therefore, focus less on adding accounts for their
ownsake and more on making them comparable, timely and usable. Ct defi-

torsare partly , inthat they're
pulling money out at record rates, For-
eign portfolio investors have withdrawn
over33trillion from Indian equitiesso far
this year. That’s already 1.8 times the
amounttheytookoutinall of2025. And it
appears to be accelerating; September
was a six-month high with net withdra-
wals of Y035 trillion, and the same
number for the first 11 days of October
was already X0.44 trillion.

Butanother question is far harderto

POLICY RULES

MIHIR S SHARMA

impression. The RBI, however, seems to have for-
gotten this rule: It is being generally reported that
many believe it has set a floor for the rupee-dollar
exchange rate at 397 to the dollar.
Reutershasreported that traders estimate the cen-
tral bank} 1 billion-80 billi
this defence, through spu[ sales and swaps, over the
past four months. There may be noshortage of dollars
inthe RBI’s coffers at the moment - particularly given
the inflow of: $Bg billion through the for-

resident Indians’bank-deposit scheme was one effort
to reduce pressure on the rupee. That made up for
some of the hits the RBI took in late March and early
Apnl when it mtervened both by selling dollars and
es. Itrestricted
the onshore forward market; capped net open posi-
tions; and later, it cracked down on non-deliverable
forwards. By October, it had also raised rates and
started tightening liquidity.

In each case, the positive effect on the rupee’s value
has largely been transient, while the negative effect of
heavy-handed regulation may last longer. Certainly,
that’s what seems to be the case when one looks at the
cost of hedging against a weaker rupee. The three-
month yield on onshore dollar-rupee forwards — how
much extra you have to pay to secure dollars against
dehvery three months ahead — reached 6.54 per cent.
109 percentin: 023.)

most

Thm‘
from the RBI, which attempted to detach the oil-mar-
keting companies” dollar demands from the broader
market, as well asvariousother
including requiring authorised dealers to keep cash
with the central bank worth 20 per cent of each high-
value derivative contract. Global macro analysts com-
pare this to the tools that the People’s Bank of China
usestomanage the yuan. Research by IDFC First Bank
suggested this new reserve requirement might itself
raise hedging costs by about 1.5 per cent.

This will hit not just importers, who will find
themselves more exposed to further rupee depreci-
ation - indeed, some reports emerged that banks
were simply refusing to sign contracts with smaller
companies and shut down online portals that did so

—butp I with thin
as those in the readymade garments business, Leav-
naturally financial
vulnerability all round.
It hat what

the past few months is a major reversal of India’s dec-

nol id deposit
scheme took reserves to a record high in
September — but $75 billion is neverthe-
lessalot of money.

It is possible that the central bank
genuinely believes that all this is transi-
tory, and that the rupee is undervalued.
Certainly, the governor has himself said
in the past fortnight that this might be
true, judging against measures like the
six-currency real effective exchange rate
(Reer). Analysts from HDFC Mutual Fund

answer: Why, precisely, can’t we let the
rupee depreciate? Once again, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) feels called upon to
defend the currency against “speculation”. This
rarely makes sense, particularly as the sight of a
central bank mounting a defence attracts actual
speculators the same way as blood in the water
attracts sharks. Anything that looks like an implicit
peg is a particularly bad idea. Speculators can
usually view such a thing as an easy asymmetric bet
— alicence to printmoney. Central banks should go
out of their way to avoid giving traders any such

agree, sayingthatReer to10per
centbelowits10-year: avemge, amarklast

seen during the 2013 “taper tantrum”,
So what we’re being told is that markets are irra-
tional. Fine, sometimesthey are. But that’s notagood

des-long trend towards liberalising the foreign-
exchange market. But market participants are saying
quite openly that it is. That should worry us, because
such perceptions are self-reinforcing.

And, at the end of the day, the reason that there
is demand to hedge against a falling rupee is
because most people believe that the currency has
further to fall. Denying them the opportunity to
hedge will not change their beliefs in any way. And
beliefs are what determine market prices, including
exchange rates.

Y i

rupee is not in itself ing that
should terrify us. Why does it continue to sink? Well,
because of the real fundamentals of the Indian econ-
omy: It imports too much and does not export enough.
‘You can plug this gap for a while with capital inflows;
but, eventually, those may reverse. Then you cantry to

enough reason to fight them. Individual i
often have to be reminded that the market can stay
irrational longer than they can remain solvent. That
does not apply to central banks, perhaps. But even
they might find that markets can stay wrong after
they’ve deployed all their firepower.

Let’s look at what's already been done. The non-

usereservesor Butnoneofthat

d dequation.
themarket itby making
1mports more expensxve. S0 we buy less of them, and
moreof

them. Fighting this natural process is neither effective
norin the long-term national interests.

AT-1bonds: The bigger lessons

OU.[TII(I Jumu drawnali one
ufrhpmn tdi desinIndia’srecent bank-

Lhese securities. The court described the RBI as a
“mere " in the whole saga. The data placed

ing history. On October 15, it dismi Yes

ourt i 1,346 retail inves-

Bank, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), and the Union
government against the Bombay High Court’s 2023
decision to set aside the writeoff of T8,415 crore of Yes
Bank’s Additional Tier 1(AT-1) bonds. The issuebefore
the court was whether the authorities had proceeded
lawfully in imposing these losses. The court held that
the administrator appointed to run Yes Bank had no
authority to extinguish the bonds after the

final reconstruction scheme came into

force. Beyond these legal technicalities, the

AT-1saga throws up two bigger questions:

First, the conduct of the RBI as regulator;

and second, the entire regulatory philos-

ophy of “disclosure-based regulation”.

torswitharound679 croreinvested in Yes Bank’s ATt
bonds. Of these, 1,311 were the bank’s existing cus-
tomers, with nearly ¥663 crore invested. Sebi found
that Yes Bank had failed to ensure that investors
understood the risks. It penalised Yes Bank and its
executives for the mis-selling, including a ¥25 crore
penalty on the bank and a ¥2 crore penalty on then
chief executive officer Rana Kapoor.
Despite these startling facts, the RBI
continued to defend the writeoff.

.‘J Disclosure-based regu]anon

environment in wfuch caveat emptor made sense.
Tt i interventionist to write
detailed rules, but then retreats into a hands-off pos-
turetosay that investors must bear the consequences
when (hose rules fail to protect them. This creates an
for private
interests. The gains from selling complex financial
privatised; the consec badsales
practices are pushed on to investors; and regulatory
failure is discovered only after the damage has been
done. Like Yes Bank’s AT-1bonds, AAA-rated bonds of
Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services Ltd
(IL&FS) had been wrongly sold, while mis-selling life
insurance to senior citizens is an everyday affair.
IfAT-1 bonds were so complex and risky that the
of

products

igger
II]d]EI liberalised its financial sector, it

mve-s[ors [o whom they couldbe oﬂ'ered why should

= embraced what is called “di to an iate investor cure the
RBIas a “bystander” based ". The is Thereisa information and
YesBank’s AT-1bonds were actively sold to mar the regulamr will fra.me therules, power asymmetry between a financial-services
individuals even though the regulatory the and an ordinary customer. The former
framework treated them as sophisticated, IRRATIONAL seller will provide them along with the  employs lawyers, accountants, investment bankers,
high-risk securities. This was not merelya  CHOICE product; and investors, acting intelli- risk managers, and compliance officers. It designs
case of mvesmrs buying some(hmg risky BASU gently and rationally, will decide for the product, determines the sales pitch, trains its

and when the

risk materialised. In April 2021, the Secur-

ities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi), not the RBI,
completed its investigation into Yes Bank’s gross mis-
selling of AT-1 bonds. The findings were devastating.
Customers were told that the bonds were effectively
“Super FDs”, offeringa 9 per cent-plus return with the
appearance of fixed-deposit (FD) safety. In several
cases, theterm sheet was notsupplied, and customers
were not given adequate ion that they

t whatis good for them.
This concept owes something to
the old principle of caveat emptor, or “buyer
beware”, which was common in an unregulated
world of commercial transactions. If an investor
buysa risky product after being told about the risks,
the consequences are supposedly the investor’s
This sounds until one
looks at how financial regulation actually works.
do not merely ask financial institutions

understood the product’s features and risks. Sebi said

nitions, interoperable state databases, spatially consistent data, and trained officials
are necessary. Mostimportantly, the accounts must enter the decision-making pro-
cess— from groundwaterallocation and mining permits to land-use planningand
forest restoration. The real success of the 2026-30 strategy will not be the number
ofaccounts published but whether the depletion of natural wealth can be arrested
for sustainable development.

501 toshift money from
fixed deposits to Lhese risky securities.

to disclose information. They make extraordinarily

p , and controls the information presented
to the customer. The individual investor does none
of these things. To pretend that the two parties
become equal merely because a disclosure docu-
ment has been handed over s to confuse formal con-
sent with informed consent.

Itis time to confront the hypocrisy of “disclosure-
based regulation” and move towards outcome-based
regulation. This would mean asking whetherthe prod-
ucti i forth ‘hether the seller has
an incentive to mis-sell it; whether the customer has

detailed rules about products, capital, eligibility, dis-

th pacity it; whether the institution

tribution, advemsmg, nsk profiling,

The Supreme Court has called th duct of Yes
Bank, the RBI, and the administrator “questionable”,
and said that putting investors at the receiving end of
administrative lapses would be “highly unfair”. It spe-
cifically said that tighter scrutiny should have been
exercised before individual investors were lured into

ion, sales ion, and

reporting. They specify what banks and financial
intermediaries can and cannot do. They issue circu-
lars, master directions, frequently asked questions
(FAQs), clarifications, and enforcement orders. The
y state is anything but laissez-faire, the

plyingwiththe ; and whether the regulator
isactually watching. Today, the answer toall five ques-
tions is effectively: The investor was warned. This
should change.

The writeris cofounder of www. monqylgfe in aud a
trustee of the y

The mystery of the ‘Havana Syndrome’

help, they are able to track a

bobulator” — in the raid to capture the

THE secret unit of military intelli- Venezuelan president Nicolds Maduro
SYNDROME gence assassins and awild inJanuary feels like an omission.
cast of thugs and spies who More significant, they don’t delve

BOOK
REVIEW

NICOLAS NIARCHOS

Let’s say you are an official of the Ameri-
can (e} ing, while

advice you can follow. First, get away
from wherever you are. Second, secure
your children and pets. Third, expect to
fight for health care and recognition for
the rest of your life.

Rey and Zill first began reporting on
Havana syndrome as investigative pro-
ducers for 60 Minutes, and they make
the strongest case yet that these hits —
some officials estimate there have been
thousands— are intentional attacks by

resting in your living room afteralong
day of work at the United States (US)
Embassy in Thilisi, you are hit by a wave
of pulsing energy. Soon your head is

Russian d their proxies, usinga
futuristic and sinister energy weapon.
The USintelligence community, how-
ever,and especially the Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA), theauthors

aching or ringing. Per begins

argue, have b

and diplomatic officials claimed that
they had been hit by some kind of invis-
ible attack. Many of them had been on
the job in the Cuban capital when they
fellill, hence “Havana.” In August 2017,
journalists raised the issue at a White
House news conference.

Soon, more cases began popping up
allover the world — China, Georgia,
Vietnam. Who was behind the attacks?
Inan internal 2019 report that only
cameto light in 2024, the FBI, working
in concert with the Cuban government,
called the casesa potential result of
“social contagion,” or as Rey and Zill
putit, “mass hysteria.”

This isati med to be

togush from your ears and nose. What
should you do?

Based on the dozens of US soldiers,
spies, bureaucrats, spouses, and inno-
cent bystanders whose experiences
have been catalogued by the CBS jour-
nalists Michael Rey and Oriana Zill de
Granados in their startling exposé The
Havana Syndrome, there is some

to conceal the d: doneto Ameri-

b d by the fact that the weapon left

cansasthey have served [hexr country
abroad, and occasionally at home.

nobullet or chemical behind. “It’s not
like a pistol where it leavestraces”, an

The term “Havana " was
coined in 2017 by a Belgian blogger-cum-
nuclear-physicist to describe a set of
unusual press reports of traumatic head
injuries with no readily evident physical
cause. Multiple US intelligence officers

nment source told the
aurhor: “It's hard todetect the signal.”
Other services were quick to follow in
the FBI's footsteps: In 2022, the Ameri-
can intelligence community, led by the
CIA, issued an interim report arguing

that, inall likelihood, nodirty
deeds had been done.

The result isthat Havana
syndrome is one of the best-
known stories in contempor-

AN
==

seem to have been involved in
the assauits, includinga gen-
eral’s son with piercing eyes
whose youthful appearance
earns him the nickname “the

ary espionage, but one of the s 4 o murderintern”.

least understood. The A e Reyand Zill also give a fas-
authors have clearly worked  The Havana Syndrome: ~ Cinating history of the Krem-
closely with the victims of Secret Weapons, a Lu] 'sefforts tobuild a

these attacks, some of them Cover-Up, weapon, which
CIAofficerswhohavecome ~ andtheGreatestSpy  yas, they write, likely tested
from the shadows totalk Mystery of Our Time on Russian prisoners. They

about their experiences. The
authors’ descriptions of their
pain, in horrific, visceral
terms, feelall too real, and
medical analy f the vie-

306 pages

by Michael Rey and
Oriana Zill de Granados
Published by Crown

also flesh out astory first
broken by CNN earlier this

into one of the biggest questions at the
heart of their story: Why, as the authors
allege, were US officials so keen to
cover up the attacks? Rey and Zill float
asuggestion that the government
hasn’tlooked deeply into the reports
because acknowledging the existence
of adirect Russian assault on US ser-
vice members could trigger a danger-
ous confrontation between the two
nuclear powers.

Atits core, The Havana Syndrome
isabout the failures of the US govern-
ment to take care of its own. It’s a sharp

thatsucha

R devlce had been bought on

tims, including MRIs, appear
to show signs of head trauma. Some
have had to go through

the black market by US agents
around August 2024 and was
now being tested on animals at a mili-
taryb: ide.

gery torelieve their symptoms.

To get to the bottom of Russia’s
involvement in the attacks, Rey and Zill
partner with the Bulgarian investigative
reporter Christo Grozev and his team at
the newssite The Insider. With Grozev’s

The authors’ work is admirable and
compelling, but they don’t follow every
thread. The lack of di ion about the

ofagovernment that spends
about a trillion dollars a year on defence,
butwould rather avoid spending

money figuring out how tokeep its
officers safe on an increasingly
uncertain global battlefield.

The reviewer is the author of The

mysterious weapon, for instance, that
UStroops allegedly used — and that
President Trump called “the discom-

f Power: A Story of War,
Technology, and the Dirtiest Supply
Chainon Earth

©2026 The New York Times News Service
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Time to Engage
Smartly With China

Let them import more of our premium goods
Last week, Piyush Goyal stated that he sees a calibrated re-
t ingof India’seconomicer 1twith China. New
Delhiand Beijingare inactive dialoguetostabilise gains, in
the context of surging bilateral trade along with strategic
friction. Economicrelations pose their own set of concerns
for India— the trade balance becoming horribly lopsided
and market access in areas where India has the comparati-
ve advantage. On its part, India places Chinese investment
under tight scrutiny and has erected protective barriers in
critical sectors to discourage overdependence on Chinese
imports. Butboth countrie: n interestinglo-
balisation and face similar economic vulnerabilities.

put ties on a stronger footing than before. Rebalancing tra-
deisahuge area and can sustain constructive negotiation.
India’s PLIs can be extended to upst-
ream components now imported from

anecor

The IDBI Bank sale provides a healthy signal for Gol to move out of non-strategic PSBs and PSUs

Pivot to Privatisation 2.0

Arvind Panagariya

¢ olumbia University, New
[ | York: In a much-awaited
[ move, last week, the Cabi-

its capital adequacy ratio rose from
10.7% to 26.65% over the same period.
1n2025-26, the bank’s total business ex-
ceeded 6 lakh cr; with net profit rea-
chingarecord 9,513 cr:

‘This turnaround may have streng-
thened the hand of privatisation oppo-
nents. They will no doubt argue that
Gol is selling the family silver to make
up for its failure to raise adequate tax
revenue, without asking what price
the government has paid to keep that
silver shining. Over the years, Gol has
mobilised substantial taxpayer funds

tokeepIDBL

| net Ce ittee on Econo-
./ micAffairsapprovedthesa-
e of & combined 60.72% stake in IDBI
eld by Gol and LIC to 10955230
Canada Inc, a Canadian subsidiary of
Fairfax Financial Holdings Ltd. The
sale would fetch the government
226,544 crand LIC 26,335 cr:
While some formalities remain be-

11 and 201920, infusions into the bank
added 227,441 cr to the exchequer’s bill.
In 201718 alone, the infusion was
A247cr

These infusions do not include the
226,367 cr that LIC has invested since
acquiring control of the bank in Janu-
ary2019. There isenormous wisdomin

China. Supply chains can be developed
withChineseinvestmentsin Indlato in-
creasereciprocal exposure. Investment
screening can be used judiciously toen-
courage non-controllingcapital inflows
from China. Work onlowering Chinese
entry barriers to IT, pharma and farm goods. Secure pref-
erential supply of rare earths, magnets and technology
components from Beijing during export restrictions.
Chinaisofferingto importmore premium Indian goods.
The opportunity should not be passed up. Resumption of
travelandlogisticsneeds workoneasmg visasand encou-
ragingbusi 1d teck Chi oncer-
nsoverdiscriminatory treatment in public procurement
and infra project contracts need to be addressed. In fact,
public procurement has actually had a perverse effect of
subsidising excess Chinese manufacturing capacity by
allowingIndian bidders to continue importinggoods from
China. Anyrecalibration willhave toresultinafairerout-
come, Policy frameworkson both sidesare highlynuanced.
They sure can benefit from a shared vision of the future.

Before All, Recognise
A National Tragedy

Saturday evening's sordid tragedy that claimed atleast191ives
ina inDurgaPuj ating Kolkata is a national
tragedy’nmot recognise this, Lstheblggertragedy Aftermath

of been bone- familiar: political what-
aboutery, compensation to victims, arrests, a special investi-
gationteam. What the tickingof theseboxesfailstodoeachtime
is instil non-negotiable norms and practices to prevent such
tragedies in the first place.

Thecauseof the crush—reportedly afterapublicannounce-
ment was made over the by a pujo or i
committee member that part of the pandal had collapsed in
the rains — will be found: reportedly a massive panic rush to-
wards a severely narrow, Chakravyuha-
likeexitstretch. But will this calamity ch-
ange habits —not just of organisers and
authorities who have allowed such crimi-
nal laxity, but also of the citizenry them-
selves? Saturday’s disaster resulted squa-
rely from the absence of any concrete cro-

can be hailed as a landmark step for-
ward in Gol's larger privatisation pro-
gramme. Even though IDBI was reca-
tegorised as a private sector bank by
RBI in 2019 after LIC acquired a 51%
controlling stake, its sale is an encou-

transferring
now, when its healthy books enable it
toattract buyers. With Gol and LIC re-
taining 15% and 19% stakes, respecti-
vely, they also stand to share in the be-
nefits almost certain to accrue from
the bank’s improved performance in

THE SPEAKING TREE

Essential
Requirement

SHRISHRI ANANDAMURTI

Intuitional practice, sadhana, is
everyone's fiundamental duty Yet,
very few people perform this duty.
Olrlmanly peopleare afraid of
doing sadhana. Fear keeps them
fromdoing intuitional practice.
But how far their fear is justified
remains tobeseen.

They consider giving up worldly
life an essential requirement of
intuitional practice. According
to them, sadhana cannot be recon-
ciled with ordinary life. They re-
gard emancipationasaprivilege
of ascetics, unattainable by nor-
‘mal worldly people. This is neith-
ernecessary norlogical.

Anexamination of theadvanta-
ges of adopting this course shows
only two: it provides solitude by

raging sign that PSBs can be sold to fo- private hands. removing one from contact with
reignbuyers, countering the oft-repea- 1t is best to close down or sell PSBs L ight: ‘Sky and Water, 1938, M C Escher society, which should help one’s
ted argument that there are not eno- and PSUs that regularly drain gove: mn.ulmnal pracuce_ It alsoremo-
ughpotential buyers of ment finances and add to the taxpavA 1d the country’s infrastructure and so-  er wages. Therefore, and

Indeed, thesaleof ID- ers'burden, eveniif do-  cialsafety netseven faster. worker-wage concerns, central o the w1th the world’s temptations and
BI Bank to a Canadian ing so fails to recover Raising fiscal resources and avoid- privatisation debate during the Vajpa- troubles, which may helponeto
entity comes on the he- the original investme-  ing sinking them into repeated rest- yee era and its immediate aftermath, destroy Avidyamaya’s influence.
els of Japan's Konoike nt. Keeping them alive ructuring ‘ked irical support. Merely leaving the human wor-
Transport Co Ltd’s ac- through repeated re- or pooﬂy managed PSUs repnsents In 2021, Gol announced the New 1dand living in ajungle will not
quisition last year of structuring packages only one source of the gains from pri- Public Sector Enterprise Policy, which setone free. Avidyamaya will go
Ferro Scrap Nigam Ltd, There is enormous only rewards ineffici- vatisation. Another, even more impor-  classified public sector commercial with you to jungles and moun-
a PSU. Together, these  wisdom in transferring ency and amounts to tant, source is the enhanced efficiency ~ enterprises into strategic and non- tains, and create obstacles insa-
transactions testify 10 the hank to private hands throwing good money  of privatised units. strategic sectors. Strategic sectors we- dhanaby replacing the bustling
the government's grow- o when its healthy afterbad. More than two decades ago, Prime  re confined tofour: atomicenergy, spa- sounds of society with animal
ing comfort with fore- > : Nothing illustrates Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay gov- transportand telecom- hows. It is natural fora person
ign investorsaspotenti. DOOKS enable it to attract higpetterthan AirIn. ernment privatised 14 PSUs, transfer-  munications; power, petroleum, coal toget used to theirenvironment
al buyers of PSUs and buyers. Gol and LIC, dia. When the govern- ring management control to private and other minerals; and banking, in- and not tobe disturbed by it. One
PSBsand, conversely to  retaining 15% and 19%  mentsold theairlineto buyers. In a study published in 2013, surance and financial services. The may find it difficult to practise
foreign investors' en- stakes, also stand to Tata Sons for 2,700 cr  economist Nandini Gupta compared policy committed Gol to considering sadhana inanoisy environment
‘hanced appetite for In- share in the benefits in2022,ithadtosettlea the post-privatisation performanceof all PSUs in non-strategic sectors for atfirst, butafter getting used to
dian_public-sector as- whopping %1000 cr in  thesePSUs withthatof firmsinwhich  privatisation or closure, and to retain- it, it will no longer bedifficult.
sets. Integrating even the Indian pub- legacy debr at taxpayers' expense. To- - Golhadsold only a ing a ‘bare mini presence of the
lic sector into the global economy in Y, many toincurloss- retaining existing public sector commercial en-
this manner is essential to moderni- es. Fbrexample. Gol's Public Enterpri- She fmmd that Companed to pam» terprises at Holding Company level’ in
sing the Indian economy, provided na-  se Survey C,pp.216- ally i
tional security or strategic concerns 18)lists 63loss-making CPSEs. to sal& increase by an average of za"' Itishoped that the government will

arenotatstake.

After entering RBI's Prompt Cor-
rective Action framework in May 2017,
IDBI has undergone a remarkable
turnaround. Its gross NPAs fell from

Of these, 38 incurred outright loss-
es,andanadditional13 reported either
losses or zero profits in each of 202223,
202324, and 2024-25, Closing or privati-
sing them as soon as possible would

s

and 21%, respectively, when firms sell
majority equity stakes and transfer
management control to private own-
ers.’ Gupta also found that privatised
firms performed better than non-pri-

move ahead with implementing this
policy as the economy’s journey tow-
ard Viksit Bharat gains momentum.

The writer is chairman,

21.25%, then to 2.32% in 2025-26, while P’ atised fir WOrk- 16" Finance Commission
[ MEME'S THE WORD

ChatGPT THE NOBEL SHIFT: How Europe’s Grip Got Weaker ol

S H AI R I The 2026 Nobel Prizes were announced earlier this month. Analysis a
| of long-term data points to a changing geographical balance among b
OF THE DAY winners. Europe’s share of laureates fell from 93% in the first decade
A Bl B of the awards (1900s) to 44% since 2020. This doesn’t mean the global 1
P i e south is now getting its due: Europe’s loss is, mostly, North America's i
s’"'i;::' ';;I';‘;'; a’:gﬁ'"" (mainly the US') gain. Other regions' share has risen but remains low. ®

Any country that buys it,
we'll skin! 100

But their diesel?
That’s fine,

When the buyer is mine — 60

It’s only a crime when
we're not inl”

see | 20

wd-control measures. It
by what can only be deemed as ‘herd mentality’, with crowds
more intent on collecting ‘one more selfie’ at a big-ticket pan-
dal,and pujo organiserscapturing ‘record turnouts’ viadrone
footage, than caringabout safety.

Such fatalism must be stopped. India’s crowd management
record has been abysmal, even when there have been no car-
nages. Floutingof basic civicnormsand safety regulations —
apparently, there were no ambulance services nearby —and
lackof common sense seem to add up toa death wish. If autho-
rities—in West Bengal today, and across India tomorrow—do
not make implementation of norms and regulations non-ne-
gotiableand permanent, the Chorbagan stampede will beano-
therstatistic inalitany of future tragedies.

They may not teach thisat
Harvard Business School, but...

Make Employees
Your Customers

19005 '105 '205 '30s

Share (%) of Nobel laureates from each continent”

3 f
Oceania ® South America 7]
2 >

Europe  North America O Asia W Africa

'40s 'S0s '60s 70s '80s '90s 2000s "10s '20s
Oreanisations that won thie Nobel are excluded. Repeat laureates counted
separately for each award received. ‘Based on country of birth.

Source: Nobel Foundation, ET analysis
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Aatmanirbhar; readliterally, is being
dependent on oneself. Independence or
self-reliance isa condition. Dependen-
ceononeself isacapacity, builtand
maintained. The PM used the word in
that sense in May 2020. ‘When the
country talks about. se]!rehance |t is

around it. India

Tech Listto Tick

ery itself beingthe

different from be
Augustms hesmd ‘Wemustsystem—

MELODY FOR
MONDAY

Malkhna

NotaCracker
Of aFestival

Apropos the Edit, ‘No Crackers,
Easy on The Festival Lights' (Oct
16), festival consumption is in for
‘more than a minor jolt with ab-
undantcaution dominating the
usual spending spree. The skyro-
cketing inflation in many segme-
nts coupled with jobuncertainty
and catapulting interest rates
will dampen the festive spirits.
It isnot just theenergy shock and
food sector constraints thatare
causing the impasse. Non-fuel
and non-food segments like app-
arel, footwear; restaurant servi-
ces, personal care items, other
manufactured products and ser-
vice sectors are also witnessing
aprice upsurge for some time.
Golshould consider temporary
GSTrelief for essential house-
hold itemstotide over the crisis.
Rajarao Kumar

Bengaluru

U-Turns Patches
OnECTrustRoad

Thisreferstothe Edit, ‘Back in
the SSR, But Why Did It Go? (Oct
17). The sudden restoration of
SSR by EC following the chao-
ticelectoral cycles in Bihar, West
Bengal, Tamil Naduand Harya-
na, triggered by the introduction
of SIR, isjustan attempt to save
the face of the country’s demo-
cratic institution, eroded throu-
ghthisstratagem. The timing is

truments. But it doesn't yet have an evi- most crmml and the sum of the partsis R 5 n particularly si
dence-basedlist. notastrategy. What is not measured, dri- Tanishk Bagehi A nificant becau-
Why doesalist matter now? fts. Three things should be measured: Tanishk Bagchi's‘Makhna' — sethecontro-
P Capability compounds Youlearnit ~ ® Sovereignty risk Howconcentrated  (Sweetheart), from the 2019 versial SIR has
by doing, and you can't buy it off the the supply is, whetherasubstituteexists, ~ film, Drive, isamelody that, already elicited
shelf when the needaxnves Lead times and how fast one can be found. when played, hangs inthe concerns about
inchips. icimpact Howmanyindus-  air, before spreadingacross procedural fair-
runinto years. Sodoes a(ld.resamg a h jesthe lechfeeds and how quickly the like smallrain. It'sa tune A nessand the
denial. Alist says where the clock has import bill groy that seems to have existed posllnhlv of
already started. © Private capi(al Where investorsal- ught

» Tech lever: d"e'l'echnulugy sovere: ready are, so that public money cataly- of recordingit. Itsbeauty EC ‘must demonstrate that itsapp-
ignty h: ney sesrather itutes lies in the exquisite ease roach toelectoral roll revision
and supply denial isnow: e Thelistshould al: k where inthe with which one phrase slips is guided by transparency and
October2022, the US cut off advanced value chain Indiassits. Assembly and intoanother; carrying the theprotection of every eligible
chipsand chipmaking tools to China. system integration are not ma(erxals listener along as Bagchi, citizen'sright to vote. An institu-
Chi i ! sensors, controller: Asees Kaur and Yasser tion entrusted with safeguard-
galliumand germaniumin2023, anden  ment. Being critical isnot the same as Desaising-weave. ing: demom acy cannot expect
rareearthsand magnets in April 2025, beingwinnable. Thelist y What Makhna to 1y by re
Car three cont iswinnable. Justanother love songisthe versing a decision.
\vuhmweeks Dependence is tolerable Once the list exists, instruments shou- ‘marriage of Bagchi's fune Gregory Fernandes

India’s gigeconomy isfeted—mostly by itsown founderson atically Jen r Anlm ny. lI][sl.Zl aliability  ldtargetit. ANI;_F lj.u[: msell':e pla.rl of Mumbai
Linkedn— i 3 protect our interests when there is one. A list tells the two itsmission partfolio for technol ogies
ButSnabbit i d!sruptmg tmdltmnal m"DId:l; ourselves.” Capabi.ljties, notwalls. The  apartbefore thedenial, not after: named. RDIF can issuedirects D rawi n g Powe r
direction is settled. Adirectionleadsto B Market won't generate the list .Agamst the].lst Pro(lncuon h.uked and
truly cracked anew level of disruption: treatmg 1ts own achoiceof road. ivate retur desi; From the Pl U g
wor reliabler small. Three shortof social returns, so firms \mder» lhe componemsm\ it, notonly !hel'm
makether: f i ook areoperational, m\lﬁsl Ehath t e et il Aﬁmpos 'll\)lin Edit, Let's Have Raj
asisNatiol Quanlum Mission. PLIs Spi intodozens of industries thdl no Pul uyers, in defence, railways Bhavans Minus Rajas’ (Oct 16),
employee uniforms, Snabbit has flipped the scrlpt 1t has cover An gle fir Alisttellspub-  and power, should use innovation pro- ¥ it'snot the first time thata gover-
raked inL.4crof its12,2croperational byselling 4G/5G stack has been licand private capital wherethestate  curementand advancemarketcommit-  withOzil Dalal'sand Bag- norhasshown true coloursof his
yworkwear toits wor —or ‘partners’,asthe depllloyed. AuusandhanN?lgsgglegese et i s lies, and hold: the first dume>uc maker CE ;f g'ms The words polj\jcalespx?'ﬁ decorps tuv.:l'(anrds
arch Foundation (ANRF) stateto that judgement. an red E: wh the party on the central saddle.
smem?mmm’:caumm Lo ane establishedby statute. Research, Deve: b Quantifiables Every programme,  could ideallycarryan importreliance  voice stitched tothemusic If agovernor simply obeysthe
3 : oW to pumpup owth lopmentand ion Fund (RDIF) target, reported every year Mostof the: ~ — ‘0O Makhna ve makhna/ ordersof theruling party let's
amid mounting cash burn — the company reported a net carries3lakher for R&D in private seinstruments were decided inthelast  Abtuhi haisansaarmera/ beremorselessly honest. What's
lossof aboutz168 cr—th canbe,no, not: sector: two years. A common reference could o Makhnixle makhna/ Yeh thesinequanon of the chair of
= 5 arch nations in most technologies strategiseand bring coherence toall paagal sa hai pyaar mera’ the country’s president? History
customers, buttoonboard 10,000 more gig workersand sell Australian Strategic Policy Institute transformative asGol has bhajanas speaksof presidents dismissing
them bra.udedpmk tees. Genius. Thisislike keeping busi- tracks. Golhas shown it can move done inlast few years. lovesong. several state governments for
nessatbar if tshow up by ask- capability when it decides to. Arthashastralists whata treasury Beneath the song’s glossy silly-to-grave reasons. Istherea
ing bartenders to buy the drinks for themselves. But, hon- 1')ependenceonI onesef;t;‘ for everavthing must hcl)!di d:md in v\]lha( qllianlitlft ndu(fles surface liesle(l;iﬁnmrkably single instal;lce gr such ?I‘ %a].lant
9 isnotacapacity It isafantasy, andan not say hold everything. Kautilyaunder-  movingmelodic construc- act against the Centre? That oc-
estlywhystop atT Sh:'rts Thermwayfurmo_nt?nsmg Your expensive one. No country makes every- stood that a store is defined as much by tion, one that could survive cupant is needed only on Inde-
Instead of pr salary, thmg So, thequestion isnot whether to what itleaves out. Aatmanirbhar is the being stripped down simply pendence Day, Republic Day and
channelyourmner monthlysubs- forwhat. Which sameidea. An evidence-based listof toavoice. ‘Makhna' goes forhandingover Padma Shrito
cription fee for the privilege of workingfor your India critical technologies can turna port- straight to that middle-spa- Bharat Ratnaawards.
It's the perfect circular economy where their salary pays depend onothersfor? The US, China, folio of programmes and missions into ce whereboth heartand Mukund Kumar
S % A the EU, Britain, Australia and Canada anational strategy. headreside. If's quite magi- Mumbai
for yourfirm’s upkeep, ‘Jobs. You haveeach that question with calhow e

can’tget more disruptive than that.

alist, and they arrange funding, export
controls, i i

Karandikar is member (S&1), NITI Ayog.
Sinhy FAST India

natural.

editet@timesofindia.com
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LTCG and STT: optimize
taxes thatinvestors pay

India’s finance minister hinted at a possible review of these levies that market participants

tend to consider a bugbear. Lighter levies are popular but tax principles must guide reforms

ome budget time and demands

for concessions, special interest

giveaways, tax cuts and so on

start filling up the finance minis-

ter'sinbox. Lobbies get particu-

larly active during this period,
preparing white papers for their clients, sub-
mitting briefing notes to key bureaucrats or
ministers and courting the media to amplify
theirvoice. The finance ministry convenes
separate meetings with economists, industry
representatives, agriculturists, medium-and-
small-scale sector leaders, bank chiefsand
executives from the broader financial sector,
All their proposals and pleas are heard, dis-
cussed, recorded and compiled. Some out-
landish demands are binned even before the
day isover. But most suggestions are put
through a filter, assessed for budgetary impact
and then either discarded or moved to a short-
list. Most years, a particular demand tops the
listand turnsinto a talking point. This year,
given the sharp fall in stock market indice
there have been calls to review the long-term
capital gains (LTCG) tax and securities transac-
tion tax (STT), both of which are widely seen as
put-offs forinvestors.

Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman, to her
credit, did not dismiss the idea of a relook out
of hand, saying a debate over these levies was
healthy and she would hear stakeholders out.
Markets responded positively to this gesture.
There haslong been a measure of discontent
over how stock market participation is taxed.
The STT was introduced in 2004 after the
LTCG tax was retired, imposing a tiny levy on
each market trade in lieu of tax-free long-term
gains. Oddly, though, STT stayed after LTCG
tax was re-imposed on equity in 2018; asa

result, investors now pay tax both on trades
and gains. This came after civil society clam-
oured that nil LTCG tax was a privilege for
India’s privilq.,cd In 2024, its rate was upped
from 10% t0 12.5%. STT on derivatives has risen
too. Differential tax treatment between equity
and debt mutual funds has also been a concern.
But then, we cannot overlook the revenue
angle. Both levies mop up about 32 trillion
every year, so the Centre may be reluctant to
let that go, especially in these volatile times.
There might be away out of this impasse. An
important school of thought posits that devel-
oping nations like India should design taxation
tomeet broader development objectives. The
caveat: any concessions should be aptly tar-
geted, limited and not overwhelm tax adminis-
tration or undermine revenue collection.
The finance ministry could examine a case for
reforms that treats debt and equity mutual
funds alike. Right now, the system reveals a bias
foraspecific asset class: equity. A lighter burden
ondebt funds held by those whose income is
inupper taxslabs will be critical ifand when
India’s private sector dials up its capital expend-
iture. Perhapsa rate rationalization of LTCG
levies could cheer equity markets as well. As for
the STT, it needs a different approach. The levy
originally looked like a Tobin tax, meant to
temper market volatility. Like all cesses and
surcharges, however, it has become a perma-
nent levy applied to all market participants;
STT could be deployed only to stem retail losses
in the derivatives segment, or, more broadly, as
atool to contain red-hot speculation should it
threaten market disruption. India currently
faces a savings and investment distortion at the
household level; the classical solution to that
hasalways been through taxation structures.

MY Vi
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Thinking of Al as a global race
is not just wrong, it’s dangerous

India should resist this notion before it distorts resource allocation and focus on deploying Al well

NITIN PAI
is co-founder and director of The
Takshashila Institution, an independent

centre for research and education in public

policy

company that must

raise capital, itis in yourinterest to

nto the idea that whoever gets tc
artificial general intelligence (AGT) first
will have something akin to an eternal
global monopoly. Ifyou runa country
whose economy or equity boom

depends on such companies, you might

seeitinyourinterest to declare that Al
isarace. Orifyou derive prestige by

demonstrating that you have technol-
ogy comparable with what the incum-

bent superpower has, then you too have

an interest in announcing that you are
challenger in the Al race. None of this,
however, meansthat artificial intelli-

gence technology isarace. A few drivers

could well race each other on the Iugh~
way, but nothing stops other moto
from getting to their own destinations
intheirown time.

When confronted with evidence that

the atomicand space ‘races’ of the pre-
vious century neitherstopped new
entrants nor conferred decisive advan-
tages onanyone, proponents ofa new
race argue that this time is different
because Al can build better Alon its
ownand thisrecursive sell-improve-
ment sets this technology apart. l his
argument is strong, but mu
few conditions to he persuasive. The
compounding of capabilities must be

disproportionate. faster than the pace at
which it leaks to others and must escape

hustle investors intosigning cheques

the law of diminishing marginal
returns. The hype from genuinely
impressive achievementsis currently
standing in for real proof that we could
havean Altoendall Als,

Indeed. arace must fulfilall three
conditions: one, there must be a definite
finish line; two, crossing it first must
entail a big reward; and three, this
should not be available to other finish-
ers. None of these s true in the case of
AL Some claim AGlis the finish line, but
few can define what exactly it means. It
isunclearif the first to reach that yet-to-
be-defined mark will be the only one to
reap its benefits, not least because most
people will be satisfied with any one of
the lesser models available to them.

Weare likely to find that AGI, ifand
) | whenweapproach it, is more a moving
horizon than a finish line. Those who
think they are running a race might dis-
cover that they are actually on an accel-
erating treadmill.

What's wrong with calling it a race?
Won't feverish competition Vdrive
innovation? Well, it would be one thing
ilit were only private investors putting
their money into these ventures.
What is happening is that governments
1| around the world are allocating public
funds, land, waterand energy resourc
to participate in the race. All this might
be better utilized to achieve economic
growth, national power and prestige if
clearer thinking prevailed.

The race metaphor gives the subj
strong security and geopolitical colour:
generals, spooks and politicians gain
undueinfluence on techni nd eco-
nomic decisions. We are already seeing
this today in policies of yards, fences,
export controls and sanctions, hitting
notonly Al but the technology sectoras
awhole.

y state displaces the

. Competition watch-
y regulators are pushed
aside. It is amusing to see regular head-
lines of Al labs postponing the release of
their next model due to concerns over
safety. The US does not allow aircraft

10 D¢aABS 3
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manufacturers, pharmaceutical compa-
nies oreven packaged food makers to
put products in the market before safety
certification. If Al labs get a pass, itis
because the race metaphorallow:
togetaway withit.

India should re; sject the notion of an Al
race. There isa case for publicly
financed Al development, the
because Indiasees itselfi

focus on rapid adoption and diffusion,
h are the pathways of advantage for
. Fellow Mint columnist Rahul
Matthan calls it absorption. “We have
been made to believe that those who
build the most advanced ATmodels will
reign over those who do not,” he writes
inanew essay for Observer Research
Foundatior the value ofa new
technology is only ever realised when it
isdeployed into the world.” Thisis the
most important point as far as India s
concerned. His “absorption frontier”is
the point at which a sector has re-orga-
nized itself enough to turn abundant
intelligence into productive gai

It took decades forelectricity to get
there. Al will be faster, but |)Ilb|l(‘ |><)I|(\
canaccelerate the process
that have built digital publi
ture, Matthan argues, h; Ty laid
down the first layers of the frontier.
Indiashould build the infrastructure for
absorption that will remain longafter
the bubble is gone.

Inthis month’s Foreign Affairs,
Ruchir Sharma reminds us that *’
economist William Nordhaus has
shown that only two percent of the
value created by innovations of the past,
including railroads, airlines, and the

he

built these networks.
the consumers and businesses that used
the inventions.”

Tailpiece: “Aisa toh aadmilife mein
doh hitime bhaagta hai... Olympic ka
race hoya police /.amx( ho” \ man runs
like th
Olympicrace ora police case). Sos
Anthony Gonsalves,

ST A EB@M@@H

There’s a lot of debate over
the tax commonly known as
securities transaction tax.
t’s healthy to have this

debate...

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN

|

The poor have a right to fun and therich fail to get that

MANU JOSEPH

is a journalist, novelist and
screenwriter. His latest book is
‘Why the Poor Don't Kill Us!

few days ago, when Elon Musk
appeared torealize that India was not
openingits vast market to his Starlink,

he insulted the government and suggested
Mukesh Ambani w i
plans. He said another thing, which was the
most dubious part of his lament, yet it would
be perceived as his strongest argument in
h\nuruf'unmp' stheinternet

with no internet access, which denies chil-

drenthe opportunity foreducation... Starlink
would change their lives for the better... |It]
has proven to be essential for saving lives cur-

ing natural disasters throughout the world.”

This is spurious not because he doesn’t
care about the poor. Maybe he does: who
doesn't care for the poor, it costsnothing. Itis
spurious for a more complex reason. Eve
time a tech savant wants to flog his stuff in
India, hefeelshe has to explain how it will be
useful to the poor. This has shaped a main-
stream assumption that what the poor do
with theirlivesisonly fighting poverty, cur-

|m. their maladies, esc: apm&, dL‘dIh or

any uselessapproaches

fantly educating th
light. Inreality, mmlnflln'llm('lh«'\ (ll‘l’|ll\|
tryingtohaveagoodtime, like us. And every
timea technology has triumphed among the
poor, it has been for the same reason that it
became popularamong the rich: itis fun.
Entertainment is not the byproduet of
progress; rather, progress is a byproduct of
entertainment. The internet, too, arrived in
India as something dreadfully important. |
used to besick of all the moral messages that
suggested the internet would help the farmer
farmbetter. But the internet became popular
because they could watch prank videos. Of
cours lhumlcmumnw\uh es, butits life-
saving quali ‘ge from its preval
and that comes only fromits frivolity.
So, what do | want Musk to say when he
curses India for denying him business?
l’lmw let Starlink i il
\

ineffective as a billior
cernsabout poverty,

The perception of the elite that frivolity
isaform of Tuxury, and that the poorare or
should be preoccupied with dreary things
is one of our worst misdiagnoses of the
human condition.

's phoney con-

to the poor and to
hghlmmm\(-m itself. For decades, social
.if vourememberthe term, tried to
take computers to the poor, al using
them to educate and reform. They imag-
ined that ending something as grave as pov-
erty needed asolution that
had the same gravitas. It
neverworked. Overadec-
adeago, when Mark Zuck-
erberg wanted to woo
India with free internet,
he thought he must

Entertai
isnot
byprod

Itis, in fact, one of the most destructive mind-
setsofall Indian governments. Itsets the bar
low. and bases policies on the idea that the
poormustaccessonly thingsappropriate to
theirbad luck. Inreality, fun isa basic human
need, and hence should b c human
right. Among the sights that should break

your heart, if your heartisas

fragile as yousay. isofalittle
nment girl who lives on the pave-
the ment storing halfa ck

asthoughitisanartefactor
staring at the frolic of girls
her age, or flouncing her

uct of

restrictittoalimited set of pl'Ogl’ESS rather hair while looking into the
sites that were ‘useful,’ ’ rearview mirror of a bike.
educating the poor about progress isa The poor are a lot like rich

somestuffandofcourse it
included somethingabout
that 'l thing—crops.
He excluded high-band-
widthservicessuchas v
eos. Tt was a colossal fail-
se some paranoid activ-
ists were brainwashed to believe a
restricted internet was against the spirit of
the internet. Zuckerberg's Free Basics
failed because it was boring.

Theidea that the poor must be treated as
poorisat the heart of our failure to save them.

byprod
entertai

people but with no means.

The root of most of our
problems is that people
whoare lucky enough tobe
ina position to solve them
for other people have to
performatask whose difficulty isunderesti-
mated—they have to guess an experience
they have never endured themselves. Most
people are not good at this.

In treating the poor as different people,
do-gooders themselves unknowingly
behave like feudal lords. Forexample, there

uct of
nment

is the insistence that when the poor kill
themselves, it can only be for an economic
reason, Thereisan unspoken view thatitis
appropriate only for the rich to have mental
health issues, As a result,
healthcare forthe poor hasvastly improved
inIndia, mental health careisstill treated as
aluxury, like air-conditioning.

When Zuckerberg offered hisdoomed free
internet for the poor, many activists fought it
on an obscure theological principle called
‘net neutrality,” the idea that the internet
should be the same foreveryone. In compen-
sation, some o them suggested that the poor
be given some data free every month, but
thenothersobjected that it would be squan-
dered l)\' the poor who would watch porn, just
aspeople fear begg your
loose change on “a hlm Because only the
rich should be able to do these things. The
poor are supposed to do serious stuff as
areactorsinaSatyajit Ray film.
sinfluenced Indiato ban Free

ics. Most of India’s poor hadn’t experi-
enced the internet then. Months later,
Mukesh Ambani’s Jio would make the inter-
netaffordable. Today, ifany activist tries to
abolish the internet for the poor on some
abstract notion, they might have to do it
from asafe house,
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Yes Bank verdict: reconsider the
economic rationale of AT-1bonds

The Supreme Court’s ruling should malke us re-assess whether this instrument really serves the purpose it was designed for

R. GURUMURTHY
isa former central banker.

he Supreme Court’sverdict on Yes

Bank’s Additional Tier-1{AT-1) bonds

raises questions that extend well

beyond the losses suffered by inves-

tors. It challenges the legal basis of the

write-off, the design of the instrument,
which was intended to absorb banking losses, and
the credibility of India’s resolution framework.

Insetting aside the 38,415 crore write-off, the
courtobserved that the Reserve Bank of India
(RBD)w: mere bystander,” allowing Yes Bank’s
Common Eq 1) ratio to fall to 0.6%.
Italso held that making investors hear the conse-
quences of administrative lapses would be unfair.

The judgement does not make AT-1bonds risk-
free. Nor does it invalidate their legitimate loss-ab-
sorptionrole. It does, however, underline a basic
principle: financial stability cannot substitute for
legal authority, and a crisis does not place regula-
tory decisions beyond judicial scrutiny.

When the rudes fail a rescue: AT-1bonds were
conceived asasource of bank capital that could
absorb losses without immediately burdening tax-
payers. They are perpetual instruments with dis-
cretionary coupons and contractual loss-absorp-
tion provisions, occupyingan uneasy space
between debt and equity.

The Yes Bank dispute raised the question of
whether the write-off was authorized under the
reconstruction scheme. That determination
matters, Investors must accept the risks embed-
ded in their instruments, but regulators must act
within the legal framework governing resolution.
Arescue may be necessary and successful without
every measure adopted during it being legally
sustainable.

The court’s ruling should, therefore, prompt a
review of the resolution framework, rather thana
blanket rejection of AT-1 bonds oran assumption
that investors are always entitled to recover their

money.
The AT-1dilemma—a capital instrument in
search of a purpose: s fundamental problem is

nstrument is callable at the

etion, but not redeemable at the

investor’sdemand. Yet, in practice, issuers com-

monly call AT-1bonds on their first call date, even

when retaining the capital might make

better economic or liquidity sense. This market

conventionweakens their credibility

perpetual, loss-absorbing capital.

A regulatory capital instrument whose effective
determined h\ market convention rather

thanitsc ctual design raises

tionsabout the quality uflhm ])Ildl it |)m\ |dex

asgenuinely

YES BANK

REUTERS

’”’Eﬂlcmw

||

also the issue of misselling. AT-1instru-
ts were reportedly sold to some customers as

mes and equity-like vulnerability in distress.
The precise contract lml aud |(‘1,.d] circumstance es

ed deposits, despite their funda-
mentally different risks. Better disclosure, suitabil-
ity standards and enforcement are essential. Pro-
tecting investors does not mean shielding them

differ, but both hallenge th
that this hybrid can reconcile competing interests
without friction.

‘The investor dilemma is equall
offers limited upside, making it ur
equity invest m\wchmgpxm cipation
I "

stark. AT-1
tractive to
growth.

from disclosed risks; it ring that the
risks sold are the risks understood.

Will the confidence of foreign investors be hurt?
The timing is significant. Sumitomo Mitsui Bank-
ing Corporation (SMBC) acquired a substantial
stake in Yes Bank in 2025, while the litigation

makesit
-('kiugllwn ative predic luhilil\'ul’

remained Ived. It would be reasonable to
assume that the pending case formed part of

conventional corporate bonds. Raising ¢
compensate for risk increases banks' funding costs
and can dilute earnings per share.

The original attraction was obvious: equity-like
lossabsorption without equity dilution. Perhaps it
was too good to be true,

India should examine whether AT-1 merits
continued recognition as regulatory capital. The
Australian Prudential Regulation Authority
(APRA) has decided to phase out AT-1 eligibility,
with a transition extending 10 2032. India need not
copy the decision mechanically. But it should
considera phased transition towards simpler,

more dependable capital, while protecting existing.

contractual rights and assessing the implications
for banks’ funding costs and lending.

The regulator’s lessons: RBI'srole (lewn es meas-
ured scrutiny. The court’s obser ite

SMBC'si lhuugh its
actual ofthe verdict i

One Supreme Court judgement need not dcu.r
foreign investment. The judiciary correcting a
rvgulnmn misstep can strengthen institutional

ty. What investors need, however, is pre-

dictability: transparent rules, consistent enforce-
ment and resolution powers that withstand legal
scrutiny

Daiichi Sankyo's troubled acquisition of Ran-
baxy offers a different but relevant reminder of
how governance failures can affect confidence in
Indian investments. The circumstances are dis-
tinct, but institutional credibility remains central
to both domestic and foreign capital.

The Yes Bank verdict should prnmp( neither

triumphali amon {hol

Ttshould triggeraserios

ques bout whether supervisory intervention
could have been more effective and whether the
reconstruction scheme adequately specified the

Thereisadeeper
usual conditions, AT- Imnks.llw'ulnquum mlhr
payment hierarchy. When solvency comesunder
pressure, however, its holders can face losses

India’s growing

RAJRISHI SINGHAL

of AT-1 holders. The preservation of
terests and the continuity of Yes
mportant achievements, but we can
stilllearn from the episode.

MY

While updated numbe:
quent I8 monthsare not ay:

for the subse-
ailable, trade data

rec unsnlc ration of AT-I'seconomic rationale, the
quality of bank supervision and the legal founda-
tionsof resolution.

Financial stability is indispensable. But arescue
that preservesa bankat the cost of confidence in
the rules risks solving one problem by creating
another.

This unplanned expenditure may force
both the Centreand statesto ratchet up mar-

is asenior journalist and author
of 'Slip, Stitch and Stumble: The
Untold Story of India’s Financial
Sector Reforms
@rajrishisinghal

he Indian economy isin a strange spot,
expected to register high growth but
also vulnerable to multiple eddying
currentsemerging from within and outside
its borders. The impact of these multiple
influences—geopolitical, trade, economic,

provides some indications: gold and silver
imports jumped almost 34% between
2024-25 and 2025-26. Worse, in just the
first three monthsof the current fiscal year,
importsare up 37% compared with the same
period last year. Admittedly, some imports
are expected to find their way into value-
added exports, but data <l\um ittobe nu.l\v

igs. The Centre, by September
end. had already l;ono\wd (N 3,506 crore
from the market. Asd
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The global economy has held

up but various

risks still loom

Rarely has a fairly positive IMF outlook had so many qualifiers

DANIEL MOSS
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
Asian economies,

espite everything that has been

| thrown at the global economy, it

remains remarkably hardy. The

Tran waris extractinga modest toll, higher

interest rates don’tappear to have slowed

growthso far, and artificial intelligence (A
isdriving an investment boom.

Butthereare limitsto the staying power
of the growth for which the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) updated forecasts
thisweek. Luck—and reading the right sig-
nals from markets—will play arole.

The expansionisn't flawless: The sharp
climbinenergy prices ising hardship,
extreme w uh(-n\fm(m;zupu»mmudxl\

ands yabout
coss xpvndmwm ll‘L hnulumosul.ll for
datacentres. Noris it churlish to contem-
plate what comes next. Will the inevitable
slowdown be mild, as occurred after the
dotcom collapse in 2001, or deeper, like the
period that followed the failure of Lehman
Brothers in 2008 or the shutdowns in
TeSponse Lo cov
Central banksa nd fiscal authoritieswill

n be called upon. Doing whatever it
takes, however, to use the phrase deployed
togreat effect by former European Central
Bank (ECB) president Mario Draghi, might
notbesosimple.

tsin several
appear close to e\hauwuun and lmnd mar-
kets are signalling their scepticism that
politicians can put them on a sustainable
path. France, fore wherestudents
have taken to the streets and long-term
rates have skyrocketed, would requirea far
bigger rescue than Portugal, Greece ora
moderately sized emerging market.

Butfornow, areckoningisstillaway ofl.
Global growth will quicken to 3.4% in
2027, the IMF projected last week, up from
anestimated 3.1% thisyear—itselfaslightly
better outcome than previously antic
pated. The US and China will again be the
standouts: Americawill doa bit better than

4% adv;

Policymakers across the world will be
tested by today’s challenges. REUTERS

understood in perspective. It takes alot to
knock growth out of the 3% vicinity. The
pandemic led toadecline in world GDP of
2.7%,and the subprime meltdown pushed
output slightly into negative territory.

Today's nominally solid scenario
ey pendsun policys makers ot making major
mistakes. For now, they are saying and
doingtheright things. The Federal Reserve
is likely to hike rates again after nudging
themuplast monthand the ECBand central
banksin Indiaand Australia made similarly
hawkishnoises. In many instances, inflation
remains higher than targets.

What happens the next time the econ-
omy gets intoareally seriousscrape? Who
ridesto therescue? And willit be as effec-
tive as before? It will ultimately be left to
central banksbecanse governments, which
control fiscal policy, are on treacherous
ground. The capacity of national treasuries
to borrow at competitive rates has been
diminished by soaring bond yields.

That could be a blessing in disguise,
according to Singapore President Thar-
man Shanmugaratnam, who was finance
minister duringthe Global Financial Crisis
0f2007-09and led the central bank before
entering politics. The fixed-income
upheaval provides leaders with an oppor-
tunity to put their house in order because
budget compror are often reached
when dire consequences loom. It's vital
this chance be seized, he said on a panel
with IMF chief Kristalina Georgievaat the
city-state’s national university last week.
Georgieva borrowed from rock legends
Led Zeppelin, likening mounting debt toa
“stairwell”—just not to heaven
While we might lll)l hv inhell, rarely has

Joutl |

forecast and China e,
unchanged from the prior forecast. France,
theepicentreofabond selloffin advanced
cconomies, faces dimmer prospects.

The predictions, released at the fund's
annual meeting in Bangkok, aren’
much cause for celebration as a recogni-
tion that the worst hasn't come to p:
Twelve months ago, the world was still

*\l)lL'rlL.l narrative fiz-
zled and Washington's other own goal, the
Jjumpin oil that followed its attack on Iran,
hasn't shredded the outlook.
Contemporary hurdles might be better

ble. The US Federal Reserve hasal:

apretty g l econ-
omy come with so m.m) quullﬁws. They
y be more consequential than the lum*-
line forecasts. The last time the IMF held its
showcasein Thailand, in1991, the kingdom
and its neighbours were on the cusp of
-ars of runaway growth. The Soviet Union
lmdmlldpsml glnhal nand prosperity
werethe buzzwords. Few saw the currency
crisis and deep re
envelop Asia before the decade was out.
The spark was Bangkok's decision toaban-
don efforts to prop up the bah
Thailand’s own economy
reasonably these days. Yet, like the global
one, itisn'tamazing, ©BLOOMBERG

economy requires financial stabilizers

up interest rates, which, combined v
interest rate increases by other central bz
across the world, signals the end of an era

nce go up and threaten to derail the
residual borrowing programme
17.9 willion for

gibleso far, It may dtha
alarge part ofimportsis findingits way into

monetary orsocial—could see some trying | houschold lockers.
times inthe monthsahead. The Indian econ- Tl to become
yed some in the | foreconomic e ally gi

omy has displ.
past and international agencies expect
growth to retain buoyancy. Yet, questions
are being raised whether the economy can
truly weather the coming storm, espe:
sinceaprocession of structural weaknesses
and faultlines have queued up.

Oneminor but ove (x)kﬁlpmhlcm<um\
up the quandary in store: growing house-
hold investment in gold and silver, signil

the problems coming down the turnpil

The first worry is the fallout from EINifio
and the resultant deficient monsoon, 13%less
than the long period average. The Maharash-
tra government has officially dec larml a
dmughl in75%of the stal
sor tehsils. Many other states have
Ka u'n.qm 1(226 01240 sub- dmnm)

sh (38

diersion of howchotd A STOFMIMAy  [VEE BRI
Rk iopupeancon DEDFEWING
ﬁlr’}(:'s;:\( :I;:::ﬂ:‘(::":(:‘)h:f on account kets this calendar year.

oosmebiiinadive  of structural o i e 03
e, WEAIVESSER B, SRt
lated to the food and fuel  IUSEN't catch US  actasa counterfoil to sur-

items. Latest data shows
that price pressures are
now seeping into many
other components of the
pru e index. And while RBI

ing productive resources bei
in unproductive assets. Data from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) with base year

alted aw;

Sumc morestates are expected to follow suit.

These declara

2022-23 shows that Indian h
investment in gold and silverjumpe:
injust the two years to 31 March 2025,

rural econom;

arkinterest rates,

ftabenchimark na
presson the rate- hlku pedala Inl harder o

off-guard

marked hy abundant liguidity, low bench-
marlk interest rates, bulging central bank
balance sheets and cheap financing. This

has, among other reasons,

gingoutflows. And yet, RBI
recently introduced harsh
measures to stop a slide in
therupee value, somewhat
like bringinga bazookatoa fistlight. Asa next
step, RBlislikely to push hard onitsinterest
rate bullum.

jons will now forcestate gov- | counter incipient i i VI in
ide monetarysupporttothe | the economy.
. withmany stateslooking to hmm annthm reason why RBI's future
New Delhi for additi i 6 ratea n hat inevita-

Th con-
flicts, v nldlﬂe energ\ pn(‘es elevated infla-
tionary pressures and rising interest rates
could geta furthershock from theartificial

ing. The gar-
ntinto Al
-related

gantuan volum
companiescould stopabruptly
profits and productivity gains fall short of
expectations, This could detonate a chain of
collapses and bankruplcies that could
reverberate across the global economy,
lmlmhng India’s. While the Al-related

pree has largely byp: the
country, there would be no escapingits sec-
ond-order effects.

As inflation and interest rates rise in a
stressed economy where jobs and real
wages have been shrinking, more savings
might get diverted to shiny metals. Tk
not anideal situation. During times of crisis,
financial savings provide stability; they act
asabufferagainstadverse economic events
by allowing households to finance con-
sumption without having to borrow at
above-normal rates. While households can
still leverage their gold and silver to borrow
fromthe financial system, as has been hap-
pening over the past few years, it has the
potential to increase indebtedness and
financi;

ings sends another
signal: househnlds are either left with no
alternative saving avenuesor lack confidence
in the current state of the economy.
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Making auctions work

Even as India adopts a modified closing auction,
Sebi must build confidence in its original design

NDIA'S FUTURES AND options market has grown spectacularly, with
derivativesturnoverreachingnearly ¥53 lakh crorein March.The surge
began during the pandemic, when trading became a popular pursuit
amongyounginvestors.Adeep derivatives market can aldhquldltyaud
riskmanagement,buti ion hasalso exposed seric
The Securitiesand Exchange Board of India (Sebi) estimates 90%of retail tra~
ders lostacombmed 391,000 crorein FY26.Concernsabout manipulation by
ddedtothe r'sworries.The! ClosmgAucuonMedl-
amsm(CAS) wasintended toadd these improving
closing-price discoveryand making it harder to influence benchmark prices
through late trades. Yet its introduction produced unsettling results. On one
occasion, the Sensex plunged 2,000 points within minutes, while a Bankex
optionjumped 14,700%.Such extraordinaryswings,coupledwithallegations
of gaming and penalties imposed on some market participants, includinga
majorforeign firm, badly shook confidence in the newarrangement.

Sebi has now opted fora pragmatic retreat. From December 7,settlement
of expiringequity derivativeswillagain bebased on continuous cash-market
trading rather than the closing auction. The auction itself will remain, albeit
withashortertransiti indow,andwill continuetodetermine official clos-
ing prices. Thisisamodification, notanabandonment,of CAS.The distinction
matters. Closing auctions are established features of major global markets,

HE INTELLECTUAL FOUN-
DATIONS of passive invest-
ing long predate its recent
rise.In 1952, Harry Mark-
owitz formalised the mod-
ern portfolio theory, showing that
Id ruct imal port-
folio by diversifying across assets rather
than attempting to pick winners. The key
insight was powerful: what mattersis not
individual securities, but the portfolio’s
overall risk-return trade-off.
Thislogiclai

@ US DEBATE TAKEAWAYS
AS PASSIVE INVESTING CONTINUES TO GROW, INDIA MUST BALANCE EFFICIENCY AND RESILIENCE

India’s passive turn

SAUMITRA BHADURI

Professor, Madras School of
Economics, Chennai

Gabaix and Ralph Koijen argue that if a
large share of investors follows rules-

kforpas-

based then demand becomes

sive investing, If markets broadly reflect
available information, the most efficient
strategy for most investors is simply to
own the market at low cost. This idea
moved from theory to practice in 1976,
when John C Bogle launched the world’s

offeringaconcentrated pool of liquidityanda reference price for
investors,index funds,and mutual funds.Sebi’s objective was sound. The dif-
ficultylayinin ion. Market particip ppearto havebeengiven
too little time to adapt to a mechanism capable of producing abrupt price
movements preciselywhen derivative positions were being settled.

Sehl 'S consultauonpaperoumned two possible remedies: a blended volu-
mg priceincorporating thefinal 30 mi continuou

i 1the 101 tion,orcontinued relianceon the continuous-
session average for settlement. Its decision to delink derivatives expiry from
auction pricesshould reduce tt ! hedtolast-r ings.Short-
ening the transition from continuoustrading to the auction from five minut-
esto onemayalsonarrowopportunities for strategic positioning,although it
cannot eliminate manipulation. There is a broader concern about whether
theauction hasattracted sufficient participation to deliverreliable price dis-
covery.Average closing-auction turnoveron the NSE has beenaround 32,900
crore since introduction, below 1% of daily turnover except on three index-
rebalancingdays. Thin participation can make prices morevulnerabletolarge
orders,undermining thevery confidence the mechanismis meant to inspire.

Sebishould thustreattt ised frameworkasabreathingspace,notafi-
nal destination. It must scrutinise trading patterns, strengthen surveillance,
consult market makers and institutional investors,and publish evidence on
howtheauction performs.It demandsclear g concentrated
orders and a credible explanation of how exceptional auction moves will be
handled.Aphased return toafuller CAS, reportedlypossibleinaboutayear,sh-
ouldrelyon demonstrablybetterliquidityand morestable outcomes instead
ofanarbitrarydeadline.Global experience suggests closingauctions canwork,
thoughtheyaren’timmune todisruption. India shouldn’t discardausefulre-
formbecauseitslaunchwasturbulent. Equally,regulatoryambition can’t sub-
titute formarket readi Theimmediate ch hould calm expiry-day
trading; thehardertaskistoearn participant trustin the original mechanism.

® THE HUMAN FACTOR
The boss who wants
to be roasted

THERE IS SOMETF i abosswhoil
him. Most empluyees spend theu' workmg lives trymg not to do precisely that. Yet
PrathamJindal,a25 decided
thatbeing roasted by his staffi practice.

]Lndal who runsacontent business mlled Praper, reoe.nﬂy attracted attention by
descr kplac
ofhim.Tk I ificeadayoffrecei pay.Comp discus-

th | i

firsti fund,theVanguard 500
IndexFund.
Nearly five decades later, the transfor-

insensitive to price.As a result, supply
demandi imar-
ily through price changes xather than
quantity adjustments. Their empirical
estimate suggests that $1 of inflow can
raise market value by around $5, chal-
lenging the standard effi-

cient market:

investors. Decades of performance evi-
denc mostacti ug-
gle to consistently outperform their
benchmarks after fees, reinforcing the
appeal of low-cost indexing.

What does ttus mean forIndia?

® TARIFF TRADE-OFFS

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio

| think the President wants to take the 60-day

period of time to sort of analyse what
imposing both sanctions and tariffs will mean to the
global economy, and even to the US economy

However, the US experience hij
risks that could become relevant over
time.Firstismarket concentration.Indian
equity indices are already relatively con-
centrated, with a handful of firms
fora fmarket cap-
italisation. As passive inflows grow, these
firms may attract more capital simply
because of their index weights, reinforc-
ing theirdominance.
Asecond concern is price discovery.
‘While passive investing does not elimi-
nate it, it reduces the share of investors

pnvasmd in d. As pas-

market:

responsive to new- Luformauun, with

Indiai: tra-
jectory,although its still

prices inc: d by flows
ratherthan

earlier in the transition. Passive invest-
ing has grown from only
about 3% of total mutual-

Recent empirical work

fund assets under man-

Athird risk is flow-driven volatility. If
markets are indeed inelastic, then large
inflows can inflate prices, while outflows
can amplify declines. In such a system,

further st this Amarket agement (AUM)inFY17to | volatility may not disappear but instead
Passive funds accounted for more than argument. The paper by  dominated entirely ~around 18%bytheendof | becomemoreepisodicand drivenbycap-
B0 andpasiestatoiesproentud | Tinttpaseveliguehe  BY PaSSive investors - (T00 LRSS SR S| ke maynotbeimni
ighly 63% of US equity-fund. By isproportionately large ‘f’ould lac_k the croreat theend of FY26, | nent.India's passive share remains well
Junethisyear, passlchS fundshadabout | effectsonthe prices of the informational upfrom11.13lakhcrore | belo whichsuch
$22 trillion in assets. ) largest firms,anditsresults  foyndation required ~ayear earlier. become dominant Active managers, pro-
The scale of this shift has changed the show that the largest S&P for effective price Thisisaremarkablestr- prietary traders,and reml investors con-
debate. The question is no longer simply 500 firms experience the . uctural change. However, it central ices
whether passive mvestu:g is good forin- | strongestreturnandvolatil- discovery needs perspective. Indiais | In fact, “the current growth of passive
vestors.It ityresp: ing pas- not yet close to the degree investi e market
ulated by mvesto(s who follow rules sive-fund inflows. - of assive dommance seen bydisciplining high-cost active strategies
pop! Yy P: y disciplining. g
However, this does not mean that inC iti Asia, Indiasit: andi i 1l i

rather than valuations behaves dlffer»
ently.Attheheartofthi

ple but powerful idea: passive investors
are largely indifferent to price. They buy
and sell based on index rules, not valua-
tions. In economic terms, they exhibit
highly inelastic demand, suggesting that
they do not meaningfully adjust their
holdingsin response to price dlanges
Thisconcern

passiveinvesting createsa
bubble, or that prices cease to reflect
fundamentals. It does suggest that the
composition of investors matters. If a
growing share of capital is allocated
mechanically, prices may become more
sensitive toflowsand less sensitive,at the
‘margin,

uating it

growing academic literature argues that
modern financial markets are far more

Nonetheless, even in the US, where
these concerns are most pi

in the middle: ]apa.n has seen substantial
passive expansion, while China remains
more dominated by retail and active
strategies. The question for India, there-
fore, is not whether passive investing
should grow.It almost certainlywill.

At current levels, the rise of passive
investing in India is largely beneficial. It

The real challenge lies ahead. As
passive investing continues to grow,
India must balance efficiency and
resilience.A market dominated entirely
by passive investors would lack the
informational foundation required for
effective price discovery. Conversely,a
market don.unated by high-cost active
bur-

densoni

ureon d

theory 3
In their influential work, The Inelastic
Markets Hypothesis, in 2021, Xavier

passive funds’ deli deniabls
benefits: lower costs, greater trans-
parency,and improved access for retail

where retail participation is expanding
rapidly, passive funds offer a simple, effi-
ciententry point.

India is not yet at the tipping point.
However, the emerging trend suggests
that the question is not whether these
issues will arise, but when.

A reform worth making, half-made

=T
<

. §

PRAGATI

Associate Fellow, Pahlé India Foundation

India’s new price index: The move from WPI to PPI
was overdue, but the execution has gaps that five
years may not be enough to close

MUCH HAS BEEN written and many

questions raised on India’s GDP. Now

that the dust has settled,and the growth
tobefine, thereisk

S that the methodological

be shown the door rather than inflicted uponemployees.
It sounds suspiciously like an office designed by employees rather than manage-
ment: cnnsultams.
Tt ffices, telling

ispartic Inmost Indi

theboss thathislatest: stmtegyw i q
anotherjol: and i i ter L AtJindal’ A
appamntly,l( qualifiesas team bonding.
But the invitation raises an awkward question. Just how honest can employecs
afford t ingat theirj ycheques?
Consider ibilities.Ajuni boss’s ion:

are unnccessanly long Evaryone laughs. Another suggests that his leadersmp style

Moreauch

Then body remarks that
founder spent less time posti i derful cul
Atthis point, the temperature in the room might change
The difficulty with candouris that it's usuall by precisely
those who have the puwerto punish it. Leaders routinely dedare that their doors are
icklylearnthat: leftoutside.
Organisations have developed elaborate rituals to
overcome this problem. There are anonymous surveys,
town halls, skip-level meetings, and feedback sessions.
Employees are urged to speak truth to power, provided
the truth is expressed constructively, respectfully, and

‘The result is a peculiar corporate language in which

mxght performbetterifi its

social media.

pi )
b i hall and adisastr-

ience.

MM AR . e
shyamal.mojumdor@ nastics.Itallowscriticism toarrive di: d tain-
afnessmdiaj.ccm ment. The boss can laugh without admitting a mistake,
e : imits.Aj theboss’shaircutisharm-

less.Ajokeab is potentially career-limiting. The dis-
tinction depends less on the joke than on the boss’s capacity to mlerate it.
Tohiscredit,Jindal’sother practicessuggest that hi

theatrics. sacr protectingemp unrea-
sonablecli 5 installi % 5 s
tributing motivati dise.Still, the real test of whetherem-
p idicule theirbossatadesi hering,Iti theycan i

with him di |mmmmmm=rmu ‘hall pensi i question
an unrealisti dli ithout calcul

For Indian firms,accustomed to el
to seniority, this is an espeaally mterestmg experiment. The traditional boss expects

respectasa conditi p! The modern boss i tion
aswell. Perhaps Jindal hasdxsc of ity less intimidating.Or
perhaps mastlng will become another corporate ntual complete with guidelines,
approved for ever;

Theultimate u'onywuuld bean HR department issuingawarning toan employee
for taking the roasting session too seriously.

chang

That has, howevex. ended the conver-
sation too early. Among the most conse-
quenn'alclmnges inthisround of revision

desctibedas.Onth price:
are collected, what the trial index means,
and how little of the services economy it
covers—theanswerisnotyet.

Start with collection. The standing
obstacle was always said to be that pro-
ducers would not part with their prices,
calling them a trade secret, and that
uulﬂuz awholesale price, there is no one

isunspecified.

Compam the US Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics. It splits a firm's revenue by buyer
type, order SIZC, and teuns of sale untl.l it
reach

egory, “official statistics in develop-
ment”, with published rules on what
such a series may and may not be used
for, and a commitment to a review

ble. India’s [PPI is labelled “trial”

one buyer, one set of terms. A pxoducer
selling to two kinds of dxstnbutor never
averages. Tt lhappens, but
in the index formula, where it is docu-
mented and auditable, rather than in the

respondent’s books, where

it is neither. Nor is the BLS

than The clarification since offered
the GDP figures: India has pubhshed its is that this was never quite
first producerp true. For ured
retiring th WPI)it  products,thepricesunder- India’s input PPI
hasrelied on since 1942. Iying the WPI have sub-

It is worth considering how long this
took. India’s WPI was first published on
January 10,1942, and the Office of the
Economic Adviser has since found regis-
ters suggesting compilation as early as
1915.The US had been tracking its own
‘WPI since 1902. Both countries, then,
were measuring WPI in the early decades
of thelast century. The US moved toa PPI
in 1978, Indiais making the same transi-
tionin 2026—agapof nearly 50years.

The reform itself is not in question.
Where the WPI captures a price at the
point of bulk sale,a PP measures what a
producer actually receives at the factory
gate,netof taxesand trade margins.Italso
coversservices—which the WPl does not—
inan economy where services are more
than halfof output.Anditiswhat the lMP

becausea PPI mal
ble deflation possible: deflating output
and inputs separatelyrather thanassum-
ing their prices move together.

What isin questlon is whether what
hasbeen ¥

ingitisbeing

stantially been collected

is labelled ‘trial'

unusual: the ONS, Statistics
Canada, and other
advanced statistical agen-

with no equivalent framework—no cri-
teria for graduation, and no date by
which it is expected to arrive.

‘The third count is coverage. Services
account formost of the Indian economy,
yetthenew services PPI(SPPI) extends to
only seven sub-sectors: banking, securi-
ties transactions, insurance, pension
fund management, railways, air passen-
ger transport, and telecom. By contrast,

from producers at the ex- with no eq“"valent cies publish handbook-level the US samples a majority of its service
factory level since the f k: ion aligned industries, and the Bank of Japan has
2011-12 series. If so, the no criteria for with the IMF/OECD Pro- published a SPPI since the mid-1980s
obstacle was surmounted . ducerPrice Index Manual. covering more than a hundred items.
long ago, and the delay graduatlon,‘anczl r!° The input PPI (IPPI) Against%hat, India’s quarterly SPPIreads
needsanotherexplanation, ~ date by whichitis  aises the second count. 1t asa pilot rather than an index.

How the government  expected to arrive  hasbeenreleased formanu- With the WPI due to be discontinued
secured the cooperation of  —————  facturing alone, because in five years, the gap between the
Indian companies remains inal estil andt isnot
unanswered. The question is not idle, ofoutputandinter merely, ic. The WPI, now covering

because a promising a]temauve sits
unused.GSTe-invoic

are compiled annually from robust
'A-21,ASI,ASUSE, PLFS). What

transaction-level B2B records (invoice
value,quantity, HSN code,counterparty)—
precisely the specified-transaction infor-
mation a PPI needs, with no respondent
burdenatall. Whetheritisbeing used,oris
planned to be, remains unclear.

Then thereis the matterofwhata col-
lected price actually is. There is no single
price. A producer may sell to a large dis-
tributor at one rate and a small one at
another,sowhat

theplanis forothersectorsis unclear.
The government has also called it a
“trial index’,and says the label is deliber-
ate: it is meant to test data quality and
gather feedback before becoming a full,

asmanyas 957 items, remains the refer-
encepoint forindexation,cost escalation,
and contract pricing across industry—
determining cash flows, tariff revisions,
and howriskis shared between parties.Its

nesses to rethink how they ;Jrice and

policy-grade index, with further refine- index theircontracts.
i i That is the deadline agamst wluchall
asmoredataarrives. Thatis candid,and it nf hisshould beread. gap
ises the obvi i i h be closed within fiveyears,ora

theindexisin themeantime.
theword“trial”carriesan

and India’s methodology behind that

HE EDITOR

Hasty decision

Apropos of "Fairfax-IDBI: A landmark
deal" (FE, October 17), the
government is happy that at last it has
clinched a perfect deal of disinvesting
its holdings in IDBI Bank and facilitated
the flow of sizeable capital revenue to
its kitty, besides opening the doors

of foreign capital inflow in banking.
1DBI Bank has staged a turnaround to
become a profit-making bank. Its KPls,
ranging from operating ratios,

net NPA, return on assets, capital
adequacy ratios, and revamping
of tech application, improved
considerably. At this juncture, the
Centre could have pressed a pause
button and reviewed its divesting
decision and allowed the entity to
grow and compete with other
private peers, thus boosting its
growth potential and safeguarding
employee morale instead of cutting
the umbilical chord abruptly.

—RV Baskaran, Pune

answer.The UK maintainsa defined cat-

Balancing a rescue act

Apropos of "Rules before rescue” (FE,
October 17), the Yes Bank AT1 bond
controversy highlights the need to
protect investors without undermi-
ning regulatory authority. While rescu-
ing a troubled bank may be necessary
to preserve financial stability, losses
cannot be imposed arbitrarily or with-
out clear legal backing. Investors must
understand the risks attached to
complex financial instruments, but re-

great many contracts will come to rest on
aseries that has not yet grown into the
economy it is meant to measure.

gulators must also ensure transparent
disclosures and fair procedures. The
government should establish clear
rules governing resolution, compen-
sation, and accountability before a
crisis occurs. A predictable legal
framework will protect investors,
strengthen confidence in banking,
and ensure financial stability is not ac-
hieved at the cost of legitimate rights.
—Abbharna Barathi, Chennai

®Wiite to us at feletters@expressindia.com
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CONTRAPUNTO

. | wouldn't attach too much importance to these student
riots. | remember when | was a student at the Sorbonne
in Paris, | used to go out and riot occasionally

~ JOHN FOSTER DULLES

Kolkata Is Hurting

Managing large crowds demands single-minded
focus, so do SOPs for the immediate aftermath
It‘s a dreaded first no city wants — Kolkata witnessed its first

Durga Pujo stampede: one pandal claimed at least 19 lives,

a crush was averted at a second, four other big Pujo pandals
were pre-emptively closed to public, and many others muted
illuminations and toned down festivities, in deference to the tragedy.
Some organisers in the affected North Kolkata pujo have been
arrested, probes initiated, compensations, and jobs announced.
But none of it may ever completely answer shattered relatives’
queries on poor crowd management, the chaos post the event, and
the reportedly insufficient police presence for crowd control.
Repeatedly, across every such tragedy, the one issue that glaringly
rises above all, and remains unaddressed, is that the world’s most
populous country has not prioritised plans to avert stampedes, in
any comprehensive manner.

Crowd surges are bound to
happen - if it was a sharp spell of
rain this year, it was a short circuit
last year when a stampede was
averted; often exits are blocked,
there are botched up announce-
ments, thetrigger-listdoesnotbear
repeating, they are so oft repeated.
Question is, first, who momturs daily whether festival organisers
are sticking to the script? Do they have ample support? Second,
who is first responder? Third, why are there reports that govt
hospital being ill-equipped led to confusion over whether injured
should be taken to private ones? Who's in charge in the immediate
aftermath? A stunned suffering crowd left to its own devices is
the worstremedy for any tragedy.

There are lessons to be learnt. That police and security were not
present in sufficient numbers is one claim by locals. All committees
will check force rationalisation. The other charge is the narrowing
of exits. The pandal design itself may have been a factor - who
grants permission when average footfall in a Kolkata pujo pandal
can be as much as 4L-5L daily? The risks of narrow entrance-exits
are well-established. Add to that complications when outer spaces
are restrained with rope barriers. A dampener for all, but for

Why Paris Is Burning

Street protests are seemingly directed against govt, but the root cause of disaffection, across
Europe, is the welfare system that allocates resources for the old, to the detriment of youth.
Roughly one-fourth of all state spending in France goes to pensions

Rashmee Roshan Lall

The French havemade it rathera habit
torise up in protest every few years, so

itthese past few weeks: “Sorry for the disruption, we're
just trying to save our future,” and “Youth ignored,

youth sacrificed”. And in a witty comparison between
a Gen Alpha meme and France’s most famous protest

itwould beludicr thecurrent
orgy of unrest, arson and disorder is
unprecedented. Even the burning
down of a 140-year-old historic town
hall, and the arrest of record numbers
of people, do not change the usual
dirge: The spiral of street protests
has been hijacked by casseurs, opportunistic thugs,
the Black Blocs.

Dressed all in black, a Black Bloc is said to execute
acertainstyle of protest rather than anagenda. Theirs
is the original move-fast-and-break-things strategy
from before Mark Zuckerberg instituted the motto
for Facebook engineers. It is a short-term tactic that
does not address France’s urgent needs. It is beset
by three ‘D’s: deep political divisions, high debt, and
youthful disaffection.

‘While youthful discontent set off the currentround
of protests some weeks ago, record indebtedness and
political splintering between extremes are creating
a whirlpool of crises. As the mayor of Marseille has
lamented, “Students and others have real claims they
want to air, which no one is ].lstenmg to now because
idiots ar ing everything. France,
that nation of philosophers, seems unable to have a
meaningful conversation with itself.

Protests that began last month over decrepit French
schools and absent teachers, turned into an inchoate
national scream at the cost of living. They appear to
have now morphed into little more than a black wave
of destruction and chaos. It means, as political analyst
Alexandre Kouchner has said, “The country is unable
to have a political debate about where it stands and
where it goes now.”

It was ever thus. France and other prosperous
parts of Europe - lifestyle superpowers of the world -
have long needed a new social compact. One between
generations that manages expectations in a decolonised
world. They need to agree to divide up the economic
pie in a way that is moderately satisfactory to both
oldand young.

At the moment, the old get the bigger slice. As
protesting French students’ world-class slogans put

Columnist
based in London

, “Generation 6-7 remakes May '68”.
But in a greying Europe, with falling birth and
fertility rates, and rising life expectancies, the young

From X Feed

In a greying Europe, with falling

birth and fertility rates, and rising life
expectancies, the young are not the
future. They’re a shrinking demographic

are not the future. They are a shrinking demographic,
which means that angry young people matter less in
France and Spain than when youthful protesters
take to the streets in, say, India, Bangladesh, Nepal,
oraclutchof countries in Africa.

This is a problem because it means the European
heartland will not fix its main issue: balancing its
books. It could do this one of two ways — by spending
less or earning more. Both would need the people’s
buy-in. But those no longer young don’'t want to
trim pensions, which are massive spending categories
on European budgets. And there is resistance to
immigration, which would help grow the economy
by expanding the working-age population.

Theend result isan impasse. There simply isn’t more
money to invest in education in France. And there won't
beth h tobuild:
housing crisis, which has led young Spaniards on to
the streets. What might this mean? More squalls of
protest? Inter-generational animosity?

Despxte healthy levels of French state spending on

51% of GDP- ing
academic facilities and re-orienting the curriculum
for a fast-changing jobs market. More than a quarter
of the funds go to pay teachers’ pensions.

Emmanuel Macron, who became France’s youngest
president when he was first elected nearly a decade
ago, tried to effect modest change to his countrymen’s
sybaritic expectations. But the 2023 increase of the
official retirement age from 62 to 64, which would have
delayed the generous pensions provision by a mere
two years, was met with fierce resistance.

Govt lost its nerve - and a great deal of the people’s
trust — and could do no more. France remains largely
wedded to a system in which roughly one-fourth of all
state spending goes to pensions. This, in a moment
when a massive sell-off in French govt debt has led
borrowing costs to soar to levels not seen for nearly
aquarter century.

France’s budget for next year will face its first key
parliamentary vote on Tuesday, but it too is a jobbing
document, not transformational. The band-aid approach
staves off major surgery and it is possible that France,
the world’s seventh-biggest economy, will continue
to limp along as the sick man of Europe. The sick
old man of Europe...with all the attendant implications
for the status quo.

one part of Kolkata, Durga Pujo is all but over — police i d
prohibitory orders, reportedly fearing protest crowds. Kolkata
ishurting. It needs a healing touch.

Big Net Gain

Internet should be a fundamental right in a digital
economy. SC’s done well to recognise this finally

wedes got universal franchise only in 1921, but they had freedom
Sof press since 1766. In India, several fundamental rights are

imperfectly enforced, but does that close space for new rights?
Supreme Court’s shown it doesn’t. By recognising internet access
as a new fundamental right, SC has taken a progressive position.
This is not the 1990s, when internet was a niche, nerdy thing. It'snot
the 2000s, when we were still unsure about internet’s uses, beyond
watching cat videos, showingoff on Facebook, and ventingon Twitter.
Now, we learn, work, associate, recreate on it. Or, as SC said, internet
is the marketplace of ideas, creative expression and information,
and its value is priceless.

Inafairandequal society, can some
have access to what'’s priceless, while
others are deprived? In one thought
experiment, in 2017, economists
estimated that Americans got $8.5tn
worth of “consumer surplus” - utility
of something beyond its price - from
internet when US GDP amounted to $19tn. For the world today,
internet’s consumer surplus would be incalculable. So, nobody
should be denied access to it. Estonia was the first to cotton on to
this idea in 2000, Finland made broadband a legal right in 2009,
the same year that France recognised internet as a basic human
righttied tofreedom of expressmn and communication.

SC’staken line, ingonrestricti 's
internet access. It's said right to access and use internet is part of
therights tolife and liberty, and freedom of speech and expression.
Effortstoprotectchildrenfrom online predators must be directed at
foul content and those responsible for it, not curbing children’saccess.
Internet is a public good, a critical resource. On a utilitarian scale,
it bestows the greatest good of the greatest number. So the case
for making it afundamental right has never been clearer.

In 2006, physicist Russell Seitz estimated the weight of internet—
not servers and cables but moving electrons — at around 50 grams.
Today, it might be a bit heavier, but still light enough to carry in
one hand. The most precious manmade thing ever: And all of us
arefinally entitled to it.

A Bouquet’s Lament

What do flowers endure wire and cello tape for?
Ratna Manucha

1 was walking past a row of govt offices, minding my own

business, when three sorrowful bouguets caught my eye.

Placed atop a large plastic dustbin. Why hadn’t they been

thrown inside? Maybe the person tasked with cleanup felt

sorry for the flowers, as they were obviously fresh then, so

he placed them carefully atop the bin, facing the road, in the
hope that somebody would pick them up, and take them home. But unlike
mewling newborn puppies or kittens, flowers can’t speak to attract the
attention of passersby. Plus, the hot sun was doing its thing.

I have always wondered about the fate of those enormous bouquets gifted
to people in high office, or brides and grooms, all of whom are too busy to
give even a perfunctory glance to the flowers, no matter how much time and
money the giver has spent sourcing them, or the ﬂorlst inmaking them.

This Winter, The Chill Will Be Different

India’s reservoir capacity has dipped. More-than-usual temperature levels, like it is this warm Oct,
and the strongest El Nifio on record, are likely to affect agriculture, because heat kills

Amit Bhattacharya

The southwest monsoon season is

over, but consequences of the lowest
= June-Septrainfall in11 years are likely
to fully unfold only in the coming
months. Plus, the atmospheric story
that dulled the monsoon is far from
done - El Nifio continues to strengthen in the Pacific,
projected to peak in the next two-three months as the
strongest event on record Togethel these two are

rainfall to southern peninsular India, particularly
TN and parts of adjoining Andhra and Karnataka.
IMD chief, however, cautioned that there’s usually
high variability in the NE monsoon that makes
forecasting difficult.

That said, a normal or wetter-than-normal NE
monsoon could replenish tanks, reservoirs and soil
moisture in parts of the south (IMD'’s forecast says
rainfall in the most water-stressed areas of
Rayalaseema and interior Karnataka could be
below-normal). However, much of central, western

major risk factors for ‘wates
and weather stress, well into the su.mmer of 2027.
Effects of adeficient monsoon can migrate, season by
season, fromsoilmoi VOIr
to the rabi crop, and eventually into the summer heat.
RoxyMathew Kollof IndianInstitute
of Tropical Meteorolugy put it: “A weak monsoon can
move into water stress, then into the winter crop, and
finally into the heat season of 2027.”
The starting point is already uncomfortable. At
the end of summer monsoon season, water storage in
178 major reservoirs was 70% of theu i live

andnorthernl
second rainy season.
Winter presents a more complicated
picture. E1 Nifo is associated with
warmer conditions over much of
the globe and India’s winters
are already warming because
of climate change. IMD has
forecast a warm Oct over most
parts of the country. A warm
winter following a mmsturer
dpﬁrmnf d incre:

capacity, below the 10-yearaverage of 76.6%,and much
below last year’s level of 79%. Southern India was
particularly vulnerable, with storage at about half
capacity. By Oct 15, the average live water storage
level in India had dropped to nearly two-thirds of
capacity, 16% below normal levels, per Central Water
Commissiondata.

That leaves less water in the bank as farmers
prepare to sow wheat, mustard, gram and other rabi
crops. A deficient monsoon also means less residual
soil moisture. Where rainfall cannot sustain the crop,
irrigation must fill the gap, putting additional stress
on reservoirs and groundwater. “Lower soil moisture
and groundwater increase irrigation pressure for the
winter crop,” said Koll.

There is one important source of possible relief.
IMD has forecast a normal northeast (NE) monsoon,
which kicked off on Oct 15. The NE monsoon, usually
active from Oct to Dec, supplies a large share of annual

greater evaporation and crop
water requirements.

Yet, El Nifiodoes not necessarily
mean a dry winter in northern
India. Studies have found a positive
relationship between E1Nifioand winter
precipitation over western Himalayas, with
western disturbances tending to become more
intense in some El Nino configurations. For severely
water-stressed Punjab and Haryana, IMD projects
higher than normal Oct-Dec rainfall. However, rain
in this seasonusually doesn’t amount to much.

India may si experience
more winter rain or snow in the northwest Himalayas

an ig] e: or
agriculture, temperature may ultimately prove more
consequential than rainf:

‘The greatest danger to wheat could come in Feband

File Photo

itsgrain-f IfEl

intospring, heatcan
accelerate crop matu:anon shorten the grain-filling
period and reduce grain size and yield.

India has seen this before, per Koll. “Terminal
heat reduced grain size and yield in 2022, and India
temporarily paused wheat exports.” That was the year
when a severe March heatwave struck wheat-growing
regions, as the crop was approaching harvest.

Given these risks, Centre has lowered its foodgrain
production target for 2026-27 to 373.9 mn tonnes,

from an estimated 376.6 MT in 2025-26. Agri
ministry cited water availability and
soil moisture while setting a rabi
targetof 177.7MT.
The subsequent summer may
come with its own risks. As
veteran meteorologist and
,  former earth sciences ministry
. secretary M Rajeevan noted,

“The effects of an El Nifo

stay in the atmosphere for

many months after the event

is over. The summer following

E1Nino usually sees enhanced
heat waves.”

Summer is when the cumulative
effect of aweak monsoonand warm
temperatures can have hydrological
; consequences in the form of water

shortages. Also factor in the fact that with
an El Nino that's estimated to get way warmer
than any other on record, the world’s weather could
be entering uncharted territory.

India has therefore entered a season in which
the weather risk is shifting from rainfall to water.
Whether the northeast monsoon replenishes the
south, whether western disturbances deliver useful
winter precipitation, whether spring heat impacts
agriculture and whether summer brings increased
heat spells will determine how much of this year’s
monsoondeficit is carried into 2027.
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Calvin & Hobbes

A PERSOM PAUSES IN
MID-SENTENCE TO CHOOSE N
A WORD, THAT'S THE BEST
TIME TO JuMp
N AND CHANGE.
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3 Onei
what one
isgoing
* tocease
, tobeand
already
what one is going to become.
Onelives one’s death, one dies
one’slife.

Jean-Paul Sartre

To See What Lies Beyond Our i- Slght

Jug Suraiya

e Emperor had a stable of the
best horses in the world, yet he

was always looking for more. He aburdentobe

Only for them to land in: bin, inall
m . filled with rotting garbage. 1 imagine Lhe poor flowers sighing,
~ ‘We got all dressed up, the florist’s helper even sprayed some

~  perfume on us, as if our own fragrance wasn't enough, not to
“" mention the silver glitter prickling our petals, and nobody even
gave us asecond look, all this effort for nothing.”
There was a time when gifting a bouquet spelt grace, dignity, charm. Now it's

preparedinan line, with dull asniphere, awirestuck into
awilting stalk there (ouch!), contorted, twisted, with a clump of greener than
green leaves, with a final strangling in cello tape, to get that ‘perfect’ look.

Only for the dignitary to play passing the parcel with his bouquet: A hands
it over to B, who passes it on to C, who thrusts it into D's arms, who piles it,
and others, onto the nearest chair, in one inglorious heap, looking as sorry
as a deflated balloon. If by chance they do make it into the dignitary’s car, it
will be the driver’s lucky day! If that kind soul snips away all the cello tape,
and frees the poor flowers, they lie there in limp relief, too weak even to
raise their heads to nod a thank you. Can there be other ways to welcome or
gift? Something that guests won’t leave behind on a chair? Saving the flowers
from an untimely, ceremonial death.

his Master of the Horseand
said, “You have brought me many splendid
horses. Butnow i want you to outdo yourself
and bring me one that is superlative and
beyond comparison.™
The Master travelled far and wide,
and months later returned withahorse
thathe brough! to the Emperor.
The was allskinand bones,

made.Inafluency of movement as if
its hooves shunned the importunate
demands of earth and glided on air,
the horse sped away, the rider not

extensionof itself.

“Itis indeed a superlative
mount!” exclaimed the
Emperor. “But what took
yousolongtofindit?” The
Master replied, “Before i
could begin my search, i
had to search within myself
tofind what i was seeking:

case, inthatour

bornebutan

like
amovie projector and makes us see the
world the way we want it tobe.

When asked why he wanted to
climb Mount Everest, George
Mallory replied, “Because it
isthere.” A mountaineer,

% Mallorysaw Everestasapeak
tobescaled. George: Everest

the method of epoche, or
br: acketmg toshow how what is out
there is contoured and coloured by
what’swithinus.

Epoche has been likened to wearing
apair of corrective lenses foraday and
viewing the world through them, then
taking them off and studying them to
see how they affected our vision.

after whom the

naj
THE SPEAKING TREE saw Everestasa

amed, was asurveyor and

is isalatter-day offshoot
of theancient practice of meditation
heveb: i isdivected

landmark. A tourist today
might see itasanice

whereby
consciousness itself to understand
how it shapes our world, and by doing

and instead of being sleek and glossy, yourapprovaland my bac.kdrop foraselfie. soreveals to us our intentionality
its coat was dulland matted, itsmane advancement, or the Theworld is, literally what  that makes us do what we doand
lank and ragged. essence of horse.” ouri-sight makes of it. The think what we think.
Th b | The story says something ? discipline of phenomenology Doipursueaparticular career,
asuperlative horse, and youbringme about what phenomenologists r“‘ pioneered by Edmund Husserl. ~ embrace anideology or credo, because

thissorry nag? How dare you!” Unfazed,
the Master murmured, “Don’tlook at it,
Your Majesty Just ride it.”

Reluctantly, the Emperor mounted
thehorse. And instantly, magic was

consciousness.

call the ‘intentionality’ of

isnotablank screenon which
the external world gets
imprinted. Thereverse isthe

intheearly 20th century, and itruly beheve in 11 or’ because of the
Consciousness lateradapted by phi it bestows
like Martin Heidegger and onme? Examiningone’s consciousness

structure of

Sartre, mvesugatesthe

makes sense. Or; as the Master might
ay,it e sense.




CLOSE WATCH

liSc researchers used Al to uncover 9,389 chemical
reactions that help convert CO, into useful products.
This could improve methaniol production by revealing
anew way hydrogen participates in the process

SC

IENICE

How an Antarctic ice

The IceCube Neutrino
Observatory at the South

QUICK

Fifty years ago, aglobal health authorities were
nearing a historic win against a deadly disease,
with targeted containment efforts in East Africa
QUIZ telping eliminate ts ast natural reservoirs. Which
disease was being eradicated? Send answers to
scienceofthetimes @timesofindia.com
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NOBEL PRIZES 2026 | Honours Go To Discovery Of Cosmic Neutrinos, Tackling Of ‘Mirror’ Image Molecules And A Breakthrough That Could Treat Brain Diseases

By making right ‘molecular twin’,

° Pulz‘ Scientists ulsed a p'rt:wer- e o
ful hot-water drill to mel
experiment opened new e they helped make better medicines
indow : e
il It took another 11 hours to Cedric Schaack fects, or may fit as a key into an
Wmdo On the Umverse lower sensors down each hole. and Mallory Green entirely different enzyme and dis- ] E
IceCube today has 86 boreholes rupt your body’s usual processes. nthe late 1950s,
Noelia Nog! faint blue light known as Cheren-  filled with strings of sensors 7y “he 2026 Chemistry No- ~ Thalidomide is a good example doctors in over 40
kov radiation. IceCube measures I bel concerns chirality, (see right); another is Ibuprofen. countries noticed an
he 2026 Physics Nobel timing and pattern of this light to which may sound like Its *S’ form eases pain and swell- unusual rise in babies
prize was awarded to US-  reconstruct the muon’s path and . an abstract science term but  ing. But its mirror ‘R’ form is born with shortened
based physicist Francis the direction from which the neu- , is actually all around us, largely inactive. The body cor- or missing arms and

Halzen for his discovery
of high-energy neutrino particles
from deep space, also described as
“ghostly messengers™.

trino arrived, allowing us to work
backwards to its source in the sky.

In 2013, IceCube saw first evi-
dence of high-energy neutrinos

even on our bodies.
Hold out your hands,
palms up. Hands are mirror

images of one another,

rects the mix, which is why a pill
containing both forms works any-
way, but why not have more of the
effective ‘S form in a dose?

legs. Many mothers
had taken thalidomide
in early pregnancy,
sold as medication for

These particles have nearly no  from beyond our solar system, - Genns yet however you turn 1 In the 1980s, Kagan e
mass and pass through solid ob- a breakthrough because neutri- zmsncv:,sﬂglar?;g;g: them, you can never lay found that a catalyst, a help- morning sickness
jects with hardly any interaction. nos behave very differently from o o aagy  your right hand exactly er that speeds up a reaction, _ _—
In fact, billions of neutri- other space particles. With o detect reutiings. . on top of your left with —/ _ does not have to be made of
nos pass through any given no electric charge, hich als ant both palms facing the ‘ molecules with the same 9
person on Earth every sin- they travel through lee— ‘Whichalso meanta same way. ‘handedness to make a pure- - 8
gle second. space undisturbed giant particle detec- This is called chiral- 4 1y singlehanded product. b4

Most of these neutrinos in almost straight lines, so Boreholes tor didn't need “mak- ity. Chiral objects have a Kagan In some reactions, a partly o™ Y
are emitted by the Sun, but determining _their direc- | inglightandcosmic  ypirror jmage that can- pure catalyst yielded a
high-energy particles from tion of arrival opens up rayscanbeblocked 1ot pe superimposed di- product purer than the cata- “e%e
elsewhere in the cosmos paien a new window on some of by space dust or rectly on them. lyst itself. Later; Soai in the Mimor © 2

the most violent places in other matter, but not Nobel winners Henri 1990s found a molecule that

too reach our planet.
Challenge is nentrinos from

the Universe, including surround-

neutrinos. In fact, be-

Kagan and Kenso Soai

makes copies of itself and

Investigations later found that

beyond our Solar System are a bil-  ings of giant black holes, 828m Cgiuseﬂ‘ey Cross vast found a way to make favours its own hand over R

lion times rarer. To catch enough The breakthrough helped es- distances unimpeded,  chemical reactions that its mirror version. Start thalidomide had led to the de-

of them, physicists need an enor- tablish ‘multi-messenger astron- tall there'sevenatheory  favour only one chiral Soai with a 51:49 imbalance, and fects. Thalidomide has two mirror

mous detector (see right). omy": building a fuller picture of neutrinos could be version, or “hand,” after a few rounds the forms:“s’wasllnked to severe
In 1988, Halzen proposedasolu-  the Universe by combining light, used forinterstellar ~ over the other. mixture is overwhelm-  foetalissues. But because R'too

tion: the Antarctic ice itself. gravitational waves, cosmic rays communications This is important ingly one-handed. was found unsafe, the drug was
Scientists drilled holes and  and neutrinos. And since most of for chemists, who work with the Their work showed how a faint pulled from markets entirely.

lowered light sensors over two

what we know about the cosmos

mirror-image problem every day.

asymmetry between two chiral

Warfarin is another example of

kilometres beneath the surface. comes from light, neutrinos be- In the human body; cell recep-  forms can grow into a decisive pref- dual effects. Both its mirror forms
Once the holes refreezed, the sen-  come a remarkable way of prob- tors and enzymes are built from  erence. Chemists are now learning cause blood-thinning, but S-form
sors became embedded inside the  ing some of the most hidden parts single-handed proteins. A phar-  to build that preference into mate- is roughly three times more
detector, now known as IceCube. of the Universe. maceutical molecule enters the  rials too, not just medicines. potent. Kagan and Soai's work
Most neutrinos pass through body like a key looking for its helped chemists achieve the
IceCube without a trace. Occasion- Author is senior lecturer; School lock. If a drug is a mixture of both Authors are chemistry profes- specific desired mirror form,
ally, one collides with the ice to of Mathematics and Physics, hands, one mirror image may fit sors at Wake Forest University leading to safer drugs that have
produce a charged particle such as University of Surrey. Thisisa the receptor perfectly, while its (North Carolina). This is a ver- better consistency and poten-
a muon, which moves through ice version of an article that was first mirror twin doesn’t. This twin sion of an article that was first tially fewer side-effects

faster than light does, producing a

1n 2012, an MIT team gave mice a mild
electric shock in a particular cage. They

published in The Conversation

Robert Lucas

dehyde, it changes shape, forcing chan-

can trigger unintended side-ef-

togenetics, the ability to control nerve

published in The Conversation

ght switch for brain cells is helpmg researchers unravel memory

I THE FAMOUS MOUSE TEST A ll

togenetics can be used to treat Parkin-

use'd optoge- nelrhodopsin to change shape as well, cells with light. Scientists deliver the son’s. This Nobel celebrates work that

netics to tag ight-sensingisnotuniquetoanimals  opening a passage in the cell mem- gene for channelrhodopsin to nerve began with a rather esoteric question:

nerve cell§ . I with eyes: single-cell organisms too  brane. Charged particles, including so- cells they wish to study via an altered how do Chlamydomonas swim toward

in the brain's _have proteins that respond to light, dium, can then flow from water outside virus that cannot cause disease. The light? The question doesn’t address an

memory centre using them to generate energy and to the alga into the cell. This movement cells then make the channelrhodopsin  urgent need in health; nor is it a route

= . that were respond to demands of a 24-hour day.  of charged particles sends a signal in- protein and begin responding to light. to riches. But optogenetics illustrates
active during the test. Days later, in a dif- Peter Hegemann and Georg Nagel dis-  side the alga that helps it swim. Deisseroth Hegemann  Nagel If scientists want to know whether the importance of asking these ques-
ferent cage, they switched those covered that a single-celled alga 1t was a revelation. Nerve cells use a particular group of nerve cells is tions because it's impossible to predict

involved in memory, sleep, sensation ~where knowledge will take us.
or movement, they can switch those
cells on with light and see what hap-
pens, making optogenetics a power-
ful way to investigate brain networks.
Scientists are even trying to see if op-

sin could be put into nerve cells, they
could be turned on by simply shining
a light on them. Hegemann and Nagel
then teamed up with Deisseroth, a
Stanford bioengineer, to do just that,
hence laying the foundation for op-

cells on with light. The test mice m
froze in fear, as if they remem-

bered the shock. The light had triggered

a specific memory, indicating deep-brain
stimulation could one day lead to targeted
therapies for diseases such as Parkinson's

QUICK QUIZ ON OCT 5 Our question: Which renowned ancient Roman city was completely sealed and buried beneath a deep layer of volcanic debris resulting from the catastrophic eruption of Mt Vesuvius, believed to have occurred in Oct, 79 AD? Answer: Pompeii

called CI has an
ingenious light-detection mecha-
nism that relies on a single protein called
channelrhodopsin. In it, is a small mol-
ecule called retinaldehyde, which is able
to absorb light. When light hits retinal-

of charged particles (called
“ions”) across their membranes to
control their activity. When positively
charged particles flow into a nerve cell,
they can make it more active, The re-
searchers realised if channelrhodop-

Author is professor; Neuroscience,
University of Manchester. Thisisa
version of an article that was first
published in The Conversation
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ELHI'S WAR
ON POLUTION

FOLLOW THE WINTER ACTION I
PUT THE BRAKES ON PO

1NOVEMBER 2026 — 28 FEBRU&

AT WORKPLACES

+ 50% WORK FROM HOME
« MCD OFFICES: 8:30 AM — 5:00 PM
+ DELHI GOVT OFFICES: 10:00 AM - 6:30 PM

MAJOR RESTRICTIONS

'
) +NO PUCC, NO FUEL
+1NOVEMBER 2026—31 JANUARY 2027: BAN ON NON-DELHI VEHICLES
BELOW BS-VI (ELECTRIC AND CNG VEHICLES EXEMPTED)
-1 NOVEMBER 2026—31 JANUARY 2027: BAN ON DEMOLITIO ACTIVITIES
GENERATING DUST AND OPEN CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES
+10 DECEMBER 2026—20 JANUARY 2027: COMPLETE BAN ON ALL
CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION ACTIVITIES
+VEHICLES CARRYING CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL INTO
DELHI WILL BE RESTRICTED DURING THIS PERIOD

.
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S el T CONSTRUCTION SITES

m - ANTI-SMOG GUNS / MIST SYSTEMS MANDATORY
. AT SPECIFIED BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION SITES )

ACROSS DELHI

« CONTINUDUS MONITORING BY DEDICATED FIELD ENFORCEMENT TEAMS|
« STRICTER GRAP MEASURES WILL TAKE PRIORITY WHENEVER IMPOSED
* VIOLATIONS MAY INVITE ENVIRONMENTAL COMPENSATION,
LEGAL ACTION AND SEALING/CLOSURE OF PREMISES /
\

ON THE ROADS

* DOUBLE THE EXISTING PARKING CHARGES
AT AUTHORISED PARKING SITES
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J
LET'S STAND TOGETHER TO BREATHE BETTER
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Hold the line
on pilot rest

DGCA, in the past, has relaxed the implementation
of pilot duty and rest rules several times. Now. it
must enforce the March 2027 deadline it has set

he Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has purportedly told airlines that
no relaxations to pilot duty and rest rules
will be allowed from March 2027, when
the Flight Duty Time Limitations (FDTL) take
full effect. The regulator has set such dates before,
but this one has to hold.

Pilots have fought for these rules since 2012, when
their associations petitioned the Delhi High Court for
fatigue norms in line with global practice. The court
closed the case only in April 2025, after DGCA
committed to phasing in rules notified in January
2024: one set of provisions from July 2025, and the
second, governing night operations, from November
2025. That second phase was deferred for all airlines
after IndiGo's operations collapsed in December,
when cancellations affected more than a million
passengers. A one-time relaxation followed, and the
conflictin West Asia then supplied a reason to extend
it. Fourteen years after the litigation began, the full
rules are still not in force.

Tired pilots make mistakes, and in a cockpit,
mistakes kill. Fatigue was among the causes
identified in the 2010 crash of an Air India Express
flight at Mangaluru, which killed 158 people. The
provisions still deferred govern night flying, the
hardest hours for a fatigued crew.

The airlines had a real case during the war. Costlier
fuel and longer routes stretched them financially and
operationally, but longer routes also mean longer
duties, which strengthens the case for rest limits.

Pilot bodies told the regulator in July that IndiGo
and Air India had enough pilots to implement the
second phase without variations, and that airlines
had ample time to hire and to rework their rosters.
If that assessment is correct, the industry has run
out of reasons. The courts have said as much before:
in 2018, the Delhi High Court held that a shortage of
staff cannot justify overworking pilots. An airline
that cannot staff its schedule within the limits
should fly a smaller schedule.

DGCA's task between now and March is narrow. It
should allow no extension of the current relaxations
beyond the deadline, entertain no fresh ones, and
enforce the rules as notified from the first day.

A crowd management
disaster, yet again

mass, public celebration that UNESCO deems
Aintangjble cultural heritage for humanity,
Kolkata’s Durga Puja, quite like the
Mahakumbh in Prayagraj, is also an administrative
challenge with few parallels — millions throng the
streets in one of India’s most densely populated
cities, walking from one pandal to another;
temporary structures of all kinds come up; and
revelry rises to a new crescendo. All this makes it
imperative that the authorities (civic and police), the
organisers, and civil society participants ensure
devotion doesn't end in disaster. This backdrop
makes the stampede on Saturday evening at the
Chor Bagan puja, one of the oldest pujas in
Kolkata, seem like a failure on multiple levels.

Atleast three factors, based on initial reports,
seem to have led to the tragedy— rain that drove
people into the puja pavilion for shelter, outstripping
its capacity; narrow exit and entry points that typically
contribute to crowd build-up; and inadequate policing
arrangements at the venue which incapacitated crowd
management. None of these factors are unforeseeable
or can't be hedged against. Proper arrangements for
rain shelters — October rains in Kolkata are not
unusual — could have prevented over-crowding in the
pavilions, as would have wide entry and exit points
allowing emergency evacuation. The indispensability
of the latter has perhaps been spelt out in every such
accident, including the Hathras crowd crush of 2024
thatkilled 121 people.

With the puja acquiring a sharpened focus due to
the change in government in West Bengal, why were
adequate policing arrangements for oversightand
crowd management, as well as emergency support,
synonymous with such events, not prioritised? Why
did action on the ground not meet the slogans? There
have been some arrests, and those at the points of
failure would likely be brought to book, but why was
such alacrity missing in prevention? These questions
will continue to haunt the authorities long after the
deity takes leave of her devotees.

Dependence becomes a
sovereignty problem
when an outside actor can
interrupt an essential
service, and India cannot
restore it before serious
harm follows

n September 21, 2026, the
Delhi High Courtordered
SAP India to restore soft-
ware support to Nayara
Energy. The Indian arm
of the German software
group hndcm:d European Union sanc-

having choices that can survive
pressure. The institutions exercising
that power must also answer o
citizens, with remedies when
digital systems deny them services or
violate their rights,

Territorial sovereignty has never
insulated countries from economic
pressure. Digital systems spread practi-
cal control across several countries. An
Indian service may use
American software and Tai-
‘wanese chips, with mainte-
nance performed remotely
and access controlled
through licences issued
abroad. Indian law may gov-
ern the service without

i access to

the refiner. Th
was governed by Indian law. That had
not kept the support running.

the licences, updau:s, and
supporl itng

Nayara had a similar
pmblem with Microsoft. In July 2()25

sull Iﬂse its snppllers support. Data

m;l services followmg EU sanctions

v.lon sits, without necessarily settling

Syed
Akbaruddin

Starlink and the digital
sovereignty question

quences, but their effect can be similar.
An Indian firm may discover that
access is conditional on decisions made
elsewhere. Friendly relations cannot
guamnlee thata forelgn supplier will

remain fr
A technology partnership needsatten-
tion to licensing conditions and plans
for what happens if access is cut.

The prospect of Starlink’s entry into
India raises a s:mllar ques-
tion about ity. Sat-

partnership

A Al
plans for what happens if access is cut.

Our ao{twaxe firms serve global
ma

HTARCHIVE

ments. An indispensable import
d whe

lechnnlogu‘s used  worldwide.
Sucl i rin;

making it in India is unrealistic.
C $ould snecifiroblizati

ellite broadband could con-
nect remote communities
and provide backup when
terrestrial networks fail,
Ukraine offers a warning:
Officials there said unan-
nounced restrictions on Star-
link connectivity disrupted
military drone missions
during Russian attacks. Elon Musk said
the US government controlled
operating limits for Starshield, the
military service. India’s civilian needs

against repairitor  differ, but local ground stations would
mc!ude Russia's Rosneft. Services move it elsewhene Domestic produc- nu( ensure control over the network.
hed the although I services depend on it,

Delhi High Court. Microsoft later
attributed the disruption to an auto-
mated compliance system that applied
sanctions globally by default,

Most Indians will never deal with
SAP or Microsoft licensing teams.
But they will depend on hospitals,
banks, telecom networks, and public
services that run on similar layers of
foreign technology.

Digital sovereignty is not freedom
from the world. Itis the ability to keep
essential services running when
foreign laws, suppliers, or sanctions

y would
consume resources India needs for
other priorities, Dependence becomes
asovereignty problem when an outside
actor can interrupt an essential service,
and India cannot restore it before
serious harm follows.

Geopolitics is changing the terms of
India’s technology choices. American
export controls affect access to
advanced chips. Chinese mineral

India needs bl natives.
India has faced such tests before.
APJ Abdul Kalam once recalled that
after the 1998 nuclear tests, American
sanctions led a US partner to withdraw
from the Light Combat Aircraft’s flight-
control programme. The partner
retained Indian equipment, software,
and technical information held at its
premises. Indian teams completed the
system through sustained develop-

can unsettle - ment I spendi
ing. EU i h toan nnd i built over many years.
important market. These il ability to build

income and influence. Restricting legit-
imate data flows or making useful
foreign technology needlessly expen-
sive could weaken the very institutions
and businesses from which greater
Indian capability must grow.
Participation in global technology
markets does not by itself give Indian
firms control over the technology they
use. More Indian research must move
from papers and prototypes into
products we can maintain and
improve here. i

for service continuity, data retrieval
and migration to another supplier.
Recovery plans need testing; alterna-
tive suppliers must be checked for
shared dependencies. India must know
which promises are binding, which
rest on goodwill, and what fallback
exists if access is withdrawn.

If a public service fails because
access was cut, citizens should not be
left facing a supplier, a ministryand a
regulator each pointing elsewhere.

support demonstrable capacity,
including the skills to keep systems
running after the foreign supplier has
left. Public support must build Indian
capability, not shield domestic suppli-
ers from

should mean shift-
ing power from a foreign vendor toan
opaque domestic system.

India will continue to need foreign
technology, capital and markets. Its
reedom of action will depend on
i iices have worka-

needs a maintenance budget.

For essential services, the test
should be practical: If access to critical
software or equipment is lost, who
can restore the service, with what
tools, and how quickly? The likely
harm, recovery time and cost of
alternatives should guide public
g. Some gaps will justify
domestlc dﬂ:lopmem others will

impors, spare parts

ble alternatives before access is with-
drawn. Citizens must also be able to
question how that power is exercised at
Thome. A sovereign choice carries little
weight if someone, elsewhere can
make it impossible to carry out.

Syed Akbaruddin served as India’s
permanent representative to the United
Nations in New York and, currently, is
dean, Kautilya School of Public Policy.

restrict access to technology. It means

have different purposes and conse-

dlglta] public infrastructure at scale. ord

arrange- The

P! P

The revolution that
the West is imagining

Indian intellectual friends in America,

as well as the western media, by

failing to produce the revolution they had
been predicting. When I posted on X about
the October 10 protests, saying that every-
thing seemed normal apart from the traffic
jams, they attacked me; when the
Tiranga protest on October 16 failed to deliver
the promised uprising, they merely redou-
bled their opinions. Apparently, their predic-
tions require less scrutiny than my factual
description of what | see.

There’s a large gap between the Indialam
visiting and the India that I read about in
America. | have been here for nearly three
‘weeks, mostly staying at IIT Delhi and IIT

I ndia has deeply disappointed some of my

in Srinagar. The meticulously maintained
houseboats remained stubbornly afloat and
fully booked; tourist attractions had long
queues: and restaurants were overflowing: an
impressively robust economic collapse.
I even had better internet access in Betaab
Valley than in the hills of Silicon Valley,
making the reports of misery easier to find
than the misery itself.

1 sent an account of my observations of
India on the ground to editors who knew
me well at The Washington Post, The New
York Times, Foreign Policy, and Fortune,
all publications I had written for many
times. Every single publication refused to run
it; two of the editors told me in confidence
that their bosses were not allowed to pubhsh

d it,

Kharagpur, spending time with
faculty, and talking to people on the streets, in
markets, and in hostels,

The people I have spoken
with have been more concerned
about rising prices and blocked
roads than about the protests, Some
students knew there was a protest
but could not tell me its demands:
they gave no sign of planning to
overthrow the government.

Apparently, even an account of
traffic jams becomes politically sus-
pect when itinterrupts the western
account of a country fomenting revolution.

The Washington Post had described an
unprecedented challenge to the government.
The wider western

Vivek
Wadhwa

the piece. Hi Times publish
and readers in India overwhelmingly agreed
with my account.

Yet I have seen no retraction or
apology from The New York Times or
The Washington Post for the misin-
formation about Kashmir that they
had published. That experience
stayed with me, and I no longer take
these publications’ claims to neutral-
ity at face value. In this, Tam hardly
alone: Two-thirds of Americans have
little or no confidence in the mass
media, according to Gallup’s Sep-
tember 2026 poll.

‘The Indian journalist friends attacking
me reflect a wider habit among Indian
in America — mistaking

h

inty that India
ing a revolutionary moment. The Tiranga
march failed to deliver anything resembling
that national uprising; yet the certainty sur-
vived intact, the premise unexamined, and
the commentary became even more bizarre,
as though greater conviction could make up
for the missing revolution.

A journalist’s first responsibility is to testa
compelling story against the evidence, even
when the evidence makes that story rather
lesscompelling to publish. That responsibil-
ity isn't evident in these stories.

distance for perspective, and old familiarity

for current knowledge. Some have updated

their passports more often than their

understanding of India. Yet their memories o[
X

EMMANUEL MACRON
s

We will all stand united against the

sowers of chaos, who seck only to
bring down our institutions
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Shashi Shekhar

Reading the tea leaves
before the UP elections

ders of Uttar Pradesh. The state's vot-

ers will be the first ones to pronounce
their verdict on the intense intellectual struggle
waged on the streets of the national capital.

While Uttarakhand, Punjab, Manipur and
Goa will also go to the polls, why is only UP in
the news? It's because the way to power in
Delhi passes through UP. It's not for nothing
that Narendra Modi, born in Gujarat, chose UP
as his karmabhoomi. The state has given rise to
prime ministers of the nation.

Yogi Adityanath will complete his tenth
year as chief minister (CM) of UP in March
2027. He enjoys a unique image due to his
uncompromising working style. As the CM, he

few kilometres from the din of dem-
Aonstrations in New Delhi lie the bor-

shortages, the licence raj, and bl
white television apparently qualify them to
explain a country that has spent decades
changing without consulting them.

‘We expatriates are in a strange position,
having chosen to leave and having adopted
American passports, American mortgages,
and American problems, only to sit in our
comfomhle humcs and lecture India about

1 and its Constitu-

1 encountered the same
2022, when my children feared for my safety
and warned me not to visit Kashmir,
forwarding article after article from
The New York Times and The Washington Post
depicting misery, fear, and economic col-
lapse. A New York Times report even had the
houseboats sinking: “Hard-pressed owners
are unable to pay for fresh caulk”.

1trekked remote trails with a local guide,
met nomadic families in their mud huts,
visited the University of Kashmir, and stayed

tion. We do not live with the consequences of
the prescriptions we offer, yet we comment
from a distance and call it analysis.

India has real problems, including jobless-
ness among the young, family worries
about prices, and deserving questions
about the Election Commission. Democracy
may be at stake, but these are matters
for Indians and India to resolve, and we
foreigners do not get to appoint ourselves
the country’s political guardians.

Indians can argue fiercely about lhelrguv~

atthe top of his game. Today,
UP has five international airports and a vast

no one knew about Gen Z, the Samajwadi
Party (SP) i hool-goil
children free laptops.

His 2017 defeat was largely attributed to the
publlc anger against his family caucus. How-

he’s now freed himself of the burden, This
lsa]so why, in the 2024 general elections, the SP
emerged as the second-largest party, winning
37 seats. He has brought some changes in his
strategy. He knows his voters are belligerent
and, at times, inadvertently gets into controver-
sies. To offset this problem, he's conducting
meetings with different castes to maintain a
fair balance. He's also focusing relentlessly on
weaning away Brahmins, Gurjars, as well as
extremely backward castes and Dalits from the
BJP. He's reaching out to all those castes,
classes, or groups which are even slightly
annuycd wuh theruling dmpensamon
in New Delhi’

metro rail network. Itis leading in

ingall the welfare schemes initiated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. There are no corrup-
tion charges against Adityanath. There’s no
popular dissent against him.

However, a long tenure does create some:
electoral challenges.

Allegations of high-handedness are rife
against Yogi's officers and bureaucrats. More
than 50 BJP MLAs and ministers are facing
serious allegations. As a result, the saffron
party may be forced to replace a large number

enbamvd his political stature. His deepening
relations with Rahul Gandhi can help
him thresh out a favourable electoral
arrangementas both the SPand the Congress
need each other.

While talking about UP politics, we should
also remain vigilantabout another important
aspect: regional parties play an important role.
‘Their leaders are aware of this and try to lever-
ageit. Jayant Chaudhary, Omprakash Rajbhar.
and Anupriya Patel are prlmeexnmple& ln the

of its sitting MLAs. [t may lead to
sabotage, desertion and public di Switch-

lastelections,
vote in seats, This time, too, lhey

ing sides has already begun. The ruling party
will need to address its internal contradictions

It's clear that the BIP has power, organisa-
lion resources and leadershnp Along w‘llh

would jostle for more tickets within the alliance
and ﬂght hard to wln
No dis UPi without

Mayawati. The Bnhujan Samaj Pany (BSP)

heft

party. But theB.lP”sinlznm] dissensions can be

ernment without forelgn
turning every protest into the story of a nation
awaiting rescue; India is neither France nor
Bangladesh. Colonial rule over India is over,
and neither western editors nor expatriate
intellectuals have inherited the right to dic-
tate India’s future or demand a revolution
that would vindicate their prejudices.

If we expatriates really care, we should
build bridges, invest, visit, and help improve
education and health care, as I am trying to

party presi-

dent Nitin Nahm durlng his Mo-dayJuly visit

to Lucknow, brought all the top leaders of the

state together for a photo-op and shared iton

social media. The CM is also aware of the chal-

lenng He's rolling out government doles and
B edai ifare sch

doesn't have
asingle assembly or Lak Sabha seat. Will the
coming assembly elections be another nail in
the BSP's coffin? It would be a hasty conclusion,
asin the 2022 assembly elections she secured
12,88% of the votes. Similarly, in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, BSP secured 15 lakh votes in
20 Lok Sabha seats, In that election, less than

T T g welfar 4

Now let’s talk about Akhilesh Yadav. He had
to fight on various fronts simultaneously when
he was the CM between 2012 and 2017. His
father Mulayam Singh Yadav bestowed power

do through my company, Vionix Bi
With much to offer the wurld India. deserves
our fror
our living rooms is a poor way toshow iL

REUTERS

the protests.

and pi pon him. But some of the leaders
and bureaucrats who had been close to his
(ulher kept bypassing him. But Akhilesh didn’t

up. Along with the Agra-Lucknow -
way, he mmaxed many unpomm pro)ects
includit ‘women's

Vivek Wadhwa is CEO, Vionix
The views expressed are personal

modernising the state policestranspon. When

|: votes decided winners and losers in 30
seats. The question now is whether in this elec-
tion Mayawati will remain a party spoiler or
secure an effective role for herself.

The two claimants for the CM seat in Luc-
know, Adityanath and Akhilesh, are young in
the political context. Their well-wishers con-
sider both of them long-term racehorses, For
Uttar Pradesh, that's good news.

Shasht Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindustan.
The views expressed are personal
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Kolkata stampede

Another tragedy linked to crowd chaos

IHE death of 19 people in a stampede at
Kolkata's Chorbagan Durga Puja pandal is yet
another reminder that public safety must nev-
er be sacrificed at the altar of celebration. Pre-
liminary police findings point to inadequate
crowd management, narrow entry and exit points, insuffi-
cient security personnel and confusing announcements as
possible contributors to the tragedy. Sudden showers
forced some visitors to seek shelter inside an already
crowded pandal, while others attempted to enter An
announcement suggesting that the structure might col-
lapse allegedly tngge]ed further panic. These circum-
stan  failure of planning: an event
expected to attract large crowds lacked adequate arrange-
ments to manage an entirely foreseeable emergency.

The growing competition among Durga Puja organ-
isers to set up spectacular pandals and attract visitors
must not overshadow the responsibility to protect
human lives. VIP entrances, which offer privileged
access to a few individuals, also raise serious questions
about fair treatment and the efficient use of limited
space as well as security resources. West Bengal Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari's proposal to abolish sepa-
rate VIP gates deserves serious consideration.

The year 2025 witnessed a series of stampedes, with the
120-0dd fatalities including devotees, train passengers,
cricket fans and supporters of a political party. The current
year had been relatively quiet so far in this regard, but the
Kolkata incident has shown that there is no room for com-
placency. Every major venue must have a documented
crowd management plan, clearly marked entry and exit
routes, adequate lighting, trained personnel, efficient com-
munication systems and enforceable visitor limits. Tempo-
rary structures and approach roads should also remain
accessible to emergency services. Assurances issued after
disaster strikes are not enough to ensure safety in future,

Food safety

Enforcement must go beyond raids

HE crackdown on illegal banana-ripening
units in Lucknow and prosecution proceed-
ings against three food businesses are wel-
come signs that food safety enforcement is
becoming more assertive. At the same time,
the alleged violations underline how much remains to be
done before consumers can trust what reaches their
plates. In Lucknow, officials found violations at more than
132 banana-ripening units and acted against 25 units
operating without mandatory licences. Five quintals of
‘bananas that failed quality standards were destroyed. The
concern is that prohibited calcium carbide is being used
to accelerate ripening. Such shortcuts expose consumers
to avoidable risks and disadvantage legitimate traders.

The FSSAI's action against Surya Food and Agro
(malker of Priyagold biscuits), Dodla Dairy and UEIR
Organic Foods is sobering. The regulator reported cat-
tle-feed bran being used in biscuit manufacture. Milk
toowas found unsafe after detergent or caustic soda was
detected alongside below-standard fat content. Also,
pesticide residues were seen in yellow raisins, These are
serious allegations, and due process must determine
responsibility. They raise questions about quality con-
trol within established food businesses.

We have a food-safety framework, but inspections can-
not be occasional campaigns triggered by complaints or fes-
tival seasons. Risk-based checks, laboratories, transparent
publication of test results and swift penalties are essential.
Repeat offenders must not treat fines or licence suspen-
sions as routine business costs. Enforcement must also be
fair. Small traders need clear guidance and an opportunity
tocorrectminor lapses. Deliberate adulteration and serious
safety violations demand firm action. Traceability across
supply chains and protection for whistle-blowers can help
detect problems before unsafe products reach consumers,
TFood safety is an obligation owed to every family. The lat-
est actions deserve support. But their real measure will be
sustained vigilance, credible prosecutions and safer food.

OPINION
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India must regain leverage in Washington

Amid H-1B visa row, alliance-building should be revived in the US to facilitate talent mobility

KP NAYAR
STRATEGIC ANALYST

HE H-1Bvisaissueis
as old as the hills,
allowing for a little
hyperbole. Every two
years, it flares up
around the middle of an election
year in the United States, either
mid-term or presidential.

For several decades, Indian
reportersin the USlike this author
have been receiving panicked
messages during those biennial
flareups from representative
organisations of India’s informa-
tion technology industry laying
outtheir case forunfettered access
to H-1B visas. Equally, reporters
have been bombarded by griev-
ances from trade unions in US
manufacturing industries that
cheap Indian hires under H-1B
visas were destroying American
livelihoods and families.

Inevitably, the issue blows over
once the elections are over — till
the next campaign season —
because this fight is politically
opportune. Jobs are an emotive
issue in societies the world over. It
is easy to whip up sentiment over
Job losses, especially through
scaremongering and xenophobia.

Take, for instance, US Vice
President JD Vance's outburst
against Indians — although not
by name — which prompted
India’s Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) on October 9 to
accuse him of “resorting to termi-
nology that carries painful histor-
ical and colonial legacy connota-
tions.” The MEA described the
Vice President’s comments as
“deeply offensive”, without men-
tioning the three offending words
— “foreign indentured servants”
— that he had used to describe H-
1B visa holders seeking perma-
nent residency in the US.

Why did Vance use such strong
language? On November 3, his
Senate seat in Ohio, which Vance

\7K:ePrwdemJD

vacated upon becoming Vice
President is going to the polls. It
is important for him that fellow
Republican Jon Husted retains
this seat for the Grand Old Party
(GOP). Vance’s path to the White
House in 2029 depends to a great
extent on demonstrating his con-
tinuing hold on Ohio — especial-
ly if Florida’s Senate seat, simi-
larly vacated by Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, isretained by
the GOP on November 3. At pres-
ent, Vance and Rubio are the
leading Republican contenders
for the presidency when
Trump's term ends.

As of now, Ohio is a “toss-up”
state, meaning that the result
could go either way. An albatross
around the necks of Vance and
Husted in this race is Vivek
Ramaswamy, the self-made bil-
lionaire Republican candidate for
Ohio Governor’s job. Although
Ramaswamy did not realise his
American dream through the H-
1B route because he was born
stateside, he has been unable to
shake off an impression of H-1B
connections among  ordinary
Ohioans, Amidst rising anti-immi-
grant sentiment, many of his vot-
ers assume that Ramaswamy
started on the road to prosperity as
a first-generation immigrant, by
depriving Americans — white or
black natives — of their jobs.

To win back his Senate seat by

The Indian govt should
stop pretending that
domestic conditions

are so good that
Indians won't seek
work in America
even through the
donkeyroute!

proxy amid the xenophobia now
sweeping the US, Vance has to
double down on immigrants. It
does not help that his wife Usha
is a Hindu and an ethnic Indian,
although she too was born in the
US and was not a lidate for

creating shareholderwealth in the
US,” the statement said. It carries
a presumption that the Indian
government knows better than its
American counterpart what is
good for the US.

When any American even
peripherally important says any-
thing objectionable about India,
the MEA inevitably bristles and
uses epithets like “misin-
formed” and ‘“unwarranted”
against them. Now, the shoe is
on the other foot. Visas and per-
manent residency are internal
matters of the US. The MEA had
no business wading into the
internal affairs of the US.

“The steps announced by the
US do not advance the shared
ambitions of both countries,” said
the MEA. Neither does the Indi-
an government’s latest stand.
Such sermonising will not make
the inistration in Washing-

indentured servitude. However,
if Usha's parents had emigrated
to the US a decade later, they
may have used the H-1B route.
Their relocation to America pre-
dates the H-1B programme in its
current incarnation.

The MEA's October 9 statement.
prescribing what is good for Amer-
icanswill not help Indianswho are
already in the US on employment
visas or others who are hoping to
go there. The H-1B programme
“helps US companies...besides

ton change its policies to the
advantage of Indians or Indian-
Americans. It will only harden
the prickly and stubborn Trump
administration’s stance against
talent mobility from India.
Instead, India should urgently
rebuild the coalitions in the US
that defended the H-1B pro-
gramme and speedier green
cards for talented immigrants
during the governments led by

skilled Indians was periodically
under attack. These coalitions
were formidable and had three
pillars — offices in Washington of
the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CI) and the Federation
of Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FICCD),
backed strongly from India by the
National Association of Software
and Service Companies (NASS-
COM). Together, they organised
roadshows and campaigns to con-
vince sceptical Americans that
Business Process Outsourcing
(BPO) was bringing jobs to the
US, not taking them away.

CII and FICCI heads such as
Tarun Das and Amit Mitra, who
had direct lines to the highest
levels of successive administra-
tions — even to the White House
— chose the best persons from
their talent pool and sent them to
their Washington offices. One
example was Kiran Pasricha,
who set up the CII office in the
US capital and ran it for 16 years.
She would pick up the phone
and call then First Lady Hillary
Clinton in the White House — lat-
er Senator from New York—and
discuss India’s trade problems.
Such access for India is closed
now. In addition, captains of Indi-
an industry like Ratan Tata,
Anand Mahindra and Rahul
Bajaj went to the US together to
tell prominent Americans about
their factories and other busi-
nesses in that country that were
giving jobs to local people.

Commerce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal said after the lat-
est crackdown on skilled immi-
gration that “not getting more
H-1B visas is absolutely good for
the Indian economy.” The MEA
said the opposite. The Indian gov-
ernment should stop pretending
that domestic conditions are so
good that Indians won't seek
work in America even through
the “donkey route.” Instead,
alliance-building  should  be
revived in the US to facilitate tal-
ent mobility. Otherwise, the anti-
H-1B protests will outlast the cur-
rent election campaign and
become deeply embedded in
American mmds If1 that happens,

Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Manmo-
han Singh. Then too, mobility by

skilledi ill nolonger
be subject to marke! forces.
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The Viceroy in Lahore
HIS Excellency the Viceroy arrived in Lahore on Monday morning
and received a warm welcome. As far as one can see from the round
of functions organised in his honour as well as from a tour round the
city, no effort has been spared to make his stay agreeable. It has also
been arranged to bring him in touch with various public bodies and
institutions as well as important non-official citizens. Besides official
and semi-official functions such as the Durbar in the Fort, the Recep-

tioninthe: yHalland rtation of add: bythe

icipali rbodies, a party has be byanum-
ber of leading non-official i inthe Shali Gard ia
dinner by the Presi and of the Legislative Council. All

thisis more or less usual on the oct:asmn ot a Vicereg;ll visit, and will
dou Hi of boththe
government and the more well-to-do dasses‘ and also enable him to
form some impression of the life of the latter: This, however, is not
and ought not to be the principal object of a Viceroy's first visit to the
capital of a province. The Viceroy of India is not the ceremonial but

hy I head of the. 1t, and as such has it in his powerin
avery i ypiness and
prosperity of its people; and this he can do only by acquiring a true
insight into the lives of the people and the problems affecting their
well-being and their destinies. When the Viceroy, therefore, goes to
the capital of a province or, for that matter, to any important city or
ruralarea, it is the principal business of those in charge of the arrange-
ments for his visit to enable him to acquire this insight.

The immigration policy should be generous, fair and flexible. —john F kennedy

From logarithms
toalgorithms

Rama Kasayap

log tables to solve head-scratching mathematical prob-

lems. Algorithms, however, were nowhere in the pic-
ture. Today, in the era of artificial intelligence (AI), algorithms
have become a buzzword. They choreograph the mundane
rhythm of everyday life. They curate the content you watch,
the music you listen to and the products you buy. While you
think you are making independent choices, it's actually an
invisible hand subtly influencing your every decision.

‘The moment you show a passing interest in something online,
the watchful eyes of ‘Google Baba’ pick up the hint. Within sec-
onds, Al algorithms take over. An advertising algorithm behaves
like a pushy salesman. You just have to search for “white hand-
bag” or idly browse “pink nail paint”, and this digital seller fol-
lows you ever; the Internet—dangling a similar white
purse and displaying nail paint in all shades of pink. You begin
towonder if it is telepathy. Or i: is it stalking?

Built on predictability, AT generate
tailored to your preferences. Tell Google what you want and it finds
more of it. Pause over a funny reel on Instagram, and your feed gets
floodedwith content. Listen YouTube,
and out pops a customised playlist of old songs. Watch a quick video
of a party snack, and three more recipe channels are lined up.

‘What is truly alarming, however, is how your very thought
process is being rewritten. Algorithms don’t explicitly tell you
what to think; they do something far subtler. They take note of
your prejudices and fortify them by feeding you content that
validates your biases. The more hateful content you watch, the
more of it you are shown. If you hold a strong opinion, you are
promptly shown posts by people who agree with you.

There is a classic Hindi proverb: “Sawan ke andhe ko sab
hara hi hara dikhai deta hai.” Everything looks green to a per-
sonwho is blind during the rainy season, implying that person-
al biases inevitably colour reality. On social media, the algo-
rithm is the culprit that taints your opinion, exposing you to
content as per your orientation. Rather than broadening your
horizons, the entire Al ecosystem seems to reinforce your echo
chambers. The addictive algorithms direct you to sensational
and extreme content to keep you scrolling. No wonder discus-~
sions are becoming increasingly partisan and dogmatic.

In school, I avoided complex maths problems requiring cum-
bersome log tables: today, 1 feel like doing the same with the
algorithms that shadow my every click. I want to dodge them
soas to have a truly open mind, unprejudiced by algorithms. It
is heartening that Australia has proposed to give its citizens the
option of turning off powerful social media algorithms; this
could give users some control over what they see in their feeds.

The writer taught at MCM DAV College, Chandigarh

epaper.tribuneindia.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

India not Bangladesh or Nepal
Apropos of ‘How to unfurl the Tiranga’ (The
Great Game); it is sad to see that leaders are
using the Tricolour for political gains. Every
political party worth its salt is wearing nation-
alism on its sleeve. By disallowing protests, the
government is unwittingly increasing the
pressure on GenZ. India has a deep-rooted
India is not Bangladesh or Nepal,
where student unrest changes regimes. A
political change will take place only through
elections. The government, on its part, should
try to curb unemployment among the educat-
ed youth. Their grievances must be mckled
through dial ol
and meaningful employment opportunities.
ARUN HASTIR, GURDASPUR

Be willing to listen
With reference to ‘How to unfurl the Tiran-
ga'; the BJP must realise, with humility, that
it governs on a thin mandate of about 37% of
the national vote share. That is not a man-
date to claim representation of 140 crore peo-
ple, but an obligation to listen to the almost
63% who rejected it, especially the youth who
want to be heard. The Tiranga must remain
a symbol of national unity, not become a
source of political ownership. In a democra-
cy,legitimacy is not measured by the volume
of political boasting, but by the willingness to
hear the protesting voices.

CAPT AMAR JEET (RETD), KHARAR

Short-term oil relief
Refer to ‘Bigrelief for India as Trump waives
Russia oil sanctions’; it is a major relief for
India as Russia remains a major source of
discounted crude. Any fresh tariff would
have raised import costs, fuelled inflation
and endangered export competitiveness in
the US. The waiver protects both energy
security and trade stability in the short term.
However, this is not a permanent exemption.
The Graham Act remains in force, and Wash-
ington retains the authority to reinstate the
measures after reviewing Russian energy
purchases. It is high time energy security
was treated as a national security priority, not
acommercial calculation.

BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

Avoid blanket access to Al
Apropos of ‘Rogue Al agents’; an Al agent
is no longer just a chatbot. It can read files,
execute code, send emails, move money
and change configurations. It must be
ensured that no AI agent has blanket
access. Agentic Al must get time-bound,
task-specific and token-based access. Every
high-impact action like deleting data,
accessing financial records or sharing
externally must require human-in-the-loop
approval. Organisations must log every AT
action like a financial ledger. Al labs must
build agents with strong guardrails and kill
switches. CERT'In has issued a warning.
Now the regulator, the industry and the
government must give the rules.

YASH KHETARPAL, PANCHKULA

Make sound agri decisions
Refer to ‘Protecting groundwater’; Punjab
banned paddy sowing before mid-May and
mid-June, aiming to make use of monsoon
rains and reduce water consumption to 1,500-
2,000 litres. However, the change created an
unintended crisis: farmers were left with
only 15 to 20 days between the paddy harvest
and wheat sowing, making stubble burning
the cheapest and quickest way to clear fields.
Asaresult, alaw intended to conserve water
now worsens air pollution. As the Johl Com-
mittee suggested, shifting at least 20% of
paddy land to maize, bajra, pulses and
oilseeds is a viable solution. But alternative
crops must be as profitable as paddy. Ulti-
mately, protecting Punjab’s water and air
will succeed only when moving away from
paddy makes sound financial sense.

ASHOK AGGARWAL, KURUKSHETRA

China's room for manoeuvre
Amid efforts to de-escalate tensions along
the Line of Actual Control, Beijing has once
again resorted to its hypocritical tactics. Chi-
na has reacted with strong indignation to the
Indian government’s move to assign official
names to 28 key geographical features in
Ladakh. China has territorial disputes with
many of its neighbouring countries, giving it
ample strategic room for manoeuvre.

RK ARORA, MOHALI

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com



AJAY K MEHRA
SENIOR FELLOW, CENTRE FOR
MULTILEVEL FEDERALISM

E ongoing Cock-
roach Janta Party
movement which
aims to get Chief
Election Commis-

sioner  (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar removed showcases
an Election Commission of
India (ECI) that is tarnished.
This exalted and critical-to-
Indian-democracy constitu-
tional body, lauded and
recognised across the world,
has been charged with parti-
sanship and ‘vote chori'
(theft of votes) by the Opposi-
tion. This smog of grey on its
shining aura calls for a
panoramic review of its jour-
ney since 1951-52.

The debate on the Draft Arti-
cle 289 in the Constituent
Assembly focussed on keeping
the Election Commission free
from executive dominance.
Shibban Lal Saxena, HN Kun-
zru and BR Ambedkar were in
favour of securing the tenure of
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner to ensure the independ-
ence of the commission.

However, as Article 289 was
transformed into 324 in the
final draft, governing the
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organisation of the ECI, its
Clause (2) left the appointment
procedure open, stating that
the President would make the
appointments, subject to any
law made by Parliament.

It said, The Election Com-
mission shall consist of the
Chief Election Commissioner
and such numberof other Elec-
tion Commissioners, if any, as
the President may from time to
time fix and the appointment
of the Chief Election Commis-
sLonerand other Election Com-
ioners shall, subject to the
provisions of any law made in
that behalf by Parliament, be
made by the President.’

Nehru,ina hurry toput India
on the rails for its democratic
Jjourney, needed to translate the
dreams of the framers of the
Constitution, who had gone for
universal adult suffrage from
the word go. The search for a
person who would put this
dream into reality ended with
Sukumar Sen, ICS and then
Chief Secretary of West Bengal.

Systematically going about
the stupendous task at hand,
he went on to conducting the
elections, beginning from
preparing the electoral rolls to
getting the votes cast. Adorn-
ing the chair for eight years,
Sen laid a strong foundation by
conducting two General Elec-
tions—1952 and 1957.

The ECI continued to be a
singlé-member body till the

OPED
ECI's journey dogged by controversies

COME CLEAN : The ’vote chorf allegation has cast a dark shadow on the EC. ant

Dhanoa as two election com-
missioners for a term of five
years or till the age of 65 years
as on October 16, 1989. The
escalation  of differences
between Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi and CEC RVS Peri
Sastri led to this development
since Rajiv wanted the nomi-
nation process for the election
tobetimed to prevent a second
term for Giani Zail Singh.
However, in January 1990, the
commission reverted tobeinga
single-member bodyunderthe
VP Singh regime.

‘The PV Narasimha Rao gov-
ernment expanded the ECT
again on October 1, 1993,
addmg MS Gill and GVG

October 7, 1989
notification made it a three-
member commission by
appointing VS Seigell and SS

rthy as the two ECs
because then CEC, TN Seshan,
appointed on December 12,
1990 was asserting the commis-

Seshan’s assertion of

the CEC’s power led
to the Narasimha
Rao government
making the ECl a
multi-member
body.

sion's independence.

casetherewas any difference of
opiniononany issue, the major-
ity view would prevai

Seshan appealed to the
Supreme Court against this
change, but lost. His assertion
of the CEC's power led to the
Narasimha Rao government
making the commission amul-
ti-member body.

Despite the intentions of the
framers of the Constitution to
keep the Election Commission
independent and free of contro-
versies, it has been embroiled
in controversies. RK Trivedi
(1982-85) was appointed Gover-
nor of Gujarat in 1986 by then
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.
In 2000, then Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee awarded
the second highest national
award, the Padma Vibhushan,

Simultaneously, the Chief to then CEC MS Gill for elec-
Election Commissioner and tmal reforms, particularly lhe
issi Con- duction of the

Election C

ditions of Service) Act, 1991,
was amended by an ordi-
nance. The name of the law
was changed to the Election
Commission (Conditions of
Service of Election Commis-
sioners and Transaction of
Business) Act, 1991,

The government gave the
CEC the status of a Supreme
Court judge and the ECs the
status of a high court judge,
with theretirement age fixed at
65 years. A new chapter titled
"Transaction of Business', con-
taining Sections 9, 10 and 11,
envisaged that the CEC and
ECs would act in such a man-
nerthat there was unanimity in
their decision-making and in

voting machine (EVM). The
move was later criticised by
many, particularly when Gill
joined the Congress in 2008and
‘was made a Union minister.

In the case of CEC Navin
Chawla, controversies relate to
his role during the Emergency
as the private secretary to the
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi.
The BJP accused him of parti-
san bias towards the Congress.
Despite that, then Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner N
Gopalaswami sent a 93-page
recommendation in January
2009 to President Pratibha Patil,
seeking Chawla’s removal
under Article 324(5) of the Con-
stitution for compromised neu-

trality. He was appointed CEC
on April 21, 2009.

The journey of the ECT since
1952 indicates that though this
important  institution has
evolved witha certain elanand
halo around it, controversies
have dogged it periodically.
From offering the CEC post-
retirement rewards or offering
apositionin the Union Cabinet
to the records of some CECs
while serving as an adminis-
trator (in the IAS) toconferring
aCECwith anational award —
it has all been debated from
time to time.

With TN Seshan, for exam-
ple, the relentless pursuit of
electoral reforms brought
the CEC at loggerheads with
the political leadership of the
time. Yet, many CECs and
the ECI under their leader-
ship  have  introduced
reforms and modernisation
of the election process.

However, the charge of 'vote
chort' levelled against the com-
mission by the opposition par-
ties led by the Congress since
the tenure of CEC Rajiv Kumar
(2022-:25) by tampering with
EVMs, leading to a volatile
movement, have cast a dark
shadowon the ECI, which must
be dispelled.

The ECI must be accepted as
an honest body that not only
conducts elections but is also a
sincere arbiter of the electoral
process that the Constitution
has designed it to be. Political
parties, leaders and the ECI
must act together to achieve
this objective.

Why Punjabi deserves official recognition in J&K

KANWAL SINGH
WRITER AND COLUMNIST
FROM J&K

HE Jammu and

Kashmir govern-

ment has commit-

ted to introduce a

Bill to grant Pun-
Jjabi the official language sta-
tus in the forthcoming Bud-
get session. This follows
weeks of agitation by the Pun-
jabi Basha Morcha in Jammu.
People from different com-
munities have been demand-
ing recognition foralanguage
with deep historical and liter-
ary roots in the region.

Until 2020, Urdu and English
were the official languages of
J&K. That year, the Parlia-
ment, through the J&K Offi-
cial Languages Bill, recognised
Kashmiri, Dogri and Hindi also
as the official languages, but
Punjabi, despite its rich literary
heritage presence in the
region, was not included.

The story of Punjabi in J&K
lives in Sufi poetry, writings of
authors across religious com-
munities, historical leCUl'db
and Partition e

ditions reveal a legacy that
transcends distinct identities.
Understanding why Punjabi
deserves recognition begins
with examining its place in
J&K's multilingual history.

‘The misconception that Pun-
jabi speakers in J&K belong
only to the Sikh community
overlooks the region's histori-
cal record. Sikhs constituted
only 1.9% of the population in
the 2011 Census, but Punjabi's
literary and cultural presence
extends beyond religious
boundaries. One of the earliest
examples of Punjabi writers
from J&Kis Suthre Shah, born
in 1615 near Baramulla, His
Fakhey Fakchrey Suthreh Shah
belongs to the region's early
Punjabi literary tradition. A
locality named Suthra Shahi
still exists in Srinagar.

Mian Muhammad Bakhsh
(1830-1907), revered Sufi poet
from Khari Sharif near Mirpur,
gave the Punjabi Sufi literature
one of its most celebrated
works, Saif-ul-Malook. It is
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Kashmiri and Urdu. In 2021,
Khalid Hussain received the
Sahitya Kala Akademi Award
in Punjabi for his short-story
collection, ‘Sullan Da Saalarn’.

Hundreds of prominent Sikh
writers have made contribu-
tions to Punjabi literature.
Gyani Kartar Singh Komal is
the founder of modern Pun-
jabi literature in J&K. In 2015,
the J&K Academy of Art, Cul-

written in the western Pun-
jabi/Potohari/ Shahmukhi tra-
dition and is enriched by Per-
sian and Arabic vocabulary.
Hazrat Mian Abdullah Larvi
Ji, born in 1863, composed spir-
itual poetry in Punjabi and
Gojri, including in the Siharfi
tradition. His followers regard
Punjabi as the ‘zubaan’ (lan-
guage) of their ‘murshid’ (spiri-
tual guide). His shrineat Darbar

down generations. From the
Tawi and Chenab to Poonch,
the Kashmir Valley and Gurez,
J&K's diverse languages
reflect centuries of interaction
and linguistic connections.
Punjabi's links with these tra-

Baba Ji Sahib in Wangat, Gan-
derbal, is a centre of devotion.
Ghulam Ahmad Fazil Kash-
miri (1916-2004) is recognised
as the first Kashmiri Muslim
writer to translate Japji Sahib
and Sukhmani Sahib into

ture and Languages honoured
his legacy with a commemora-
tive eventand a special issue of
Sheeraza, dedicated to his life
and writings.

Kanwal Kashmiri (Paramjit
Singh Bali), born in 1937 in
Budgam, became known as the
Baba Bohar of Punjabi short-
story writing in J&K. Novelist
Surinder Kaur Neer explored
collective trauma in her debut
novel, ‘Shikargah’, while Dr

Baljit Singh Raina has con-
tributed more than 30 books
and worked on feature films.
Punjabis literary heritage
also includes writers from the
Dogra

community.  Om

From Sufi poetry
and centuries-old
literary traditions to
historical Census
records, Punjabi's
roots in J&K run far
deeper than its
association with any
one community.

Parkash Sharma Sarathi, born
on April 1, 1933, earned respect
through his Punjabi novels
and short stories, Lok Gai
Lok, in the 1970s. Padma Shri
Dr Jitender Udhampuri has
authored four Punjabi poetry
collections, His 2025 collection,
* Mele Pattanan De’, draws on
Punjabi Sufi tradition associat-
ed with Bulleh Shah, Baba
Faridand Shah Hussain. Other
Dogra writers associated with
Punjabi literature include Pro-
fessor Nirmal Vinod, Dr Sushil
Sharma and Premi Jatt. Their
contributions  demonstrate
how linguistic and cultural
affiliations can overlap.
Recordsalsoreveal Punjabi's
substantial presence in the for-
mer princely state. The Imperi-
al Gazetteer of India (1892)
reported that 34% of the popu-
lation spoke Kashmiri, 15%
Dogri and nearly 30% Punjabi.
Census accounts cite around
8.6 lakh Punjabi speakers in
1901, over 16 lakh in 1911 and
169 lakh in the 1931 Census
report. The 1941 Census fig-
ures list 10]lakh Punjabi speak-
ers, other than 5.31 lakh Pahari
and 83,000 Chabali speakers.
Considering these categories
together in a broader Punjabi-
related linguistic ~ grouping
would produce a substantially
larger figure. According to the
2011 Census, 2,83,145 people in
the erstwhile state of J&K
reported Punjabi as their
mother tongue. The figure

political geography and dis-
rupted its Punjabi-speaking
communities. Areas with sub-
stantial Punjabi-speaking pop-
ulations came under Pakistan's
control, referred to as Pakistan-
occupied  J&K  (POJK).
Researcher Davinder Singh
Vishawnagrik puts the num-
ber of displaced refugee fami-
lies at 41,019. Changes in later
population figures cannot be
interpreted as evidence that
Punjabi lacked historical roots
in the region.

Historical traces of Punjabi
can also be found on the sign-
boards of old structures. The
pre-Partition railway station
at RS Pura had its name writ-
ten in Punjabi, alongside
Urdu and English.

Punjabi's history in educa-
tion predates Independence.
According to Dr Komal JB
Singh's book ‘Tnvistble Minor-
ity’, a demand in 1921 by the
Sikhs of Kashmir sought its
inclusion in J&K's school cur-
riculum. After Independence,
Punjabi was taught as a com-
pulsory subject till 1981, when
it was made optional. These
records demonstrate that Pun-
Jjabi's place in education has a
history of its own.

Radio carried Punjabi into
homes across J&K. Estab-
lished on December 1, 1947,
Radio Kashmir, Jammu, pro-
moted Punjabi, Dogri, Gojari,
Pahari and other regional lan-
guages through music, drama

Ahmed became known for his
Punjabi writing and program-
ming, including the Noor Din
comedy series, while Rita
Yousuf, known as Guddi,
became a familiar voice
through broadcasting.

Alanguage's value lies not in
how many people speak it or
the religion associated with it,
but in the memories, emotions
and experiences it carries. The
late Chandan Negi, a Punjabi
writer from Jammu, authored
‘Mera Aapa Mod De' (1976),
* Chitragupt’ (1978), ‘Karrha
Saar' (1980) and ‘Gandh Kas-
turi (1982). Her Dogri-Punjabi
dictionary reflected the impor-
tance of preserving connec-
tions between languages.

Guru  Granth  Sahib
reminds us of the importance
of preserving linguistic diver-
sity. Written in Gurmukhi, it
contains hymns in Punjabi,
Braj, Awadhi, Sindhi, Persian
and other regional languages
and dialects, bringing togeth-
er spiritual voices from differ-
ent traditions.

Article 345 does not prescribe
any percentage of speakers fora
language to receive official sta-
tus. The J&K Official Lan-
guages Act, 2020, provides for
efforts to promote Punjabi,
Gojri and Pahari, but granting
Punjabi the official status will
requirea Bill to be passed inthe
J&K Assembly. The move-
ment is about more than get-
ting anofficial status. It is about

does not includs yonewho  and folk Its popular Punjabi's place in

speaks orunderstands Punjabi Pumabl programme featured  J&Ks shared heritage without

as an additi language. such as Fatehdin  diminishing the importance of
The Partition, the tribal inva- ~ Shah Jiand Ralley Shah.Inthe  other languages.

sion and the 1947 India-Pak-  1960s, a Muslim pr&senter Forjull article, go to

istan war transformed J&K's

from  Jammu,
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SATURDAY'S SOLUTION SUNSET:  MONONY  17:48kS
ACROSS DOWN 1 8 3 SUNRISE:  TUESDAY 06:27 HRS
1 To mount (3.2) Token of friendly intent (7) 216]9 §& cITy MAX MIN
4 Good-naturedly humorous (7) Inferior (5-4) 8 Chandigarh 30 17
8 Take partin a winter sport (3) Feeling of resentment (5) 7 2 6 Ne:"ﬂ:ﬁ_:l 32 10

9 Paid every three months (9)
10 To strip (7)

11 Detest (5)

13 Rubbed out (6)

15 Fanatic (6) 12
18 Topmost point (5) 14 Immoderate (7)
19 Mountaineer (7) 16 Despotism (7)
21 On a large scale (9) 17 Awkward predi
23 Family (3) 18 Cringe in lcar 5)
24 Raise siege of (7) 20 Clumsy (5)

25 The present age (5) 22 Lubricate (3)

Commend highly (6)
Motivate (7)

A conifer (3)
Stratum (5) 1
Poorly planned (4-5)

Amritsar
Bathinda
Jalandhar
Ludhiana
Bhiwani
Hisar
Sirsa
Dharamsala
Manali
Shimla
Srinagar
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W Shaka Samvat 1948
® Ashwin Shaka 27
W Kartik Parvishte 3| sammiu
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m Shukia Paksha Tithi 8, up to 10:52 am

W Dhriti Yoga up to 12:35 am Leb

W Uttrashadha Nakshatra up to 3:39 pm Dehradun
' Moon in Capricom sign. Mussoorie
' Shri Durgashatmi

Saturday's Solution

Across: | Jules Verne. 8 Brunt, 9 Summons. 10 Overawe,
11 Arena, 12 Dreary. 14 Hebrew. 17 Totem. 19 Arrival, 21
Compact, 22 Verge, 23 On the level.

Down: 2 Ukulele, 3 Extra, 4 Vessel, 5 Rampage. 6 Evoke. 7 9
Oscar Wilde. 8 Bloodstock. 13 Remnant. 15 Reverse. 16

Castle, 18 Tempo, 20 Revue. LM uARD
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30
ML)

TEMFERATLRE N G

e



06

Monday‘ 19 October 2026

Vol. CXXXXXX 247

The Statesman

Incorporating and directly descended from
the Friends of India -founded 1818

Courts under test

democracy’s freedoms depend not merely on

constitutional guarantees, but on whether those

guarantees can be enforced when the government

inds them inconvenient. The confrontation in Delhi

over protests against electoral-roll revisions has brought this
question into sharp focus. Bevond the conduct of the police, it
has exposed a larger institutional challenge: whether the courts
can prevent executive authority from shrinking the space
available for dissent.

The restrictions imposed around the demonstrations,
including mass detentions, transport disruptions and barriers
to public assembly, demand scrutiny beyond the immediate
justification of security. Governments have a duty to prevent
violence and maintain order, but the anticipation of trouble
cannot become a blanket licence to curtail fundamental
freedoms. Restrictions must rest on lawful authority and satisfy
the tests of necessity and proportionality. When a city's
movement is disrupted Lo contain a protest, the state must
explain why less intrusive measures would not suffice.

The judiciary’s role is crucial precisely because the police and
executive cannot be the final arbiters of the limits of their own
powers. The Supreme Court’s intervention, including directions
against illegal detention and excessive restrictions on transport,
has demonstrated that judicial scruti an provide an
immediate check. Yet the effectiveness of such intervention
depends on what follows: whether orders are obeyed.
allegations of misconduct investigated and affected citizens
glwn timely remedies.

s is where the problem extends beyond any single protest.
If citizens must repeatedly approach constitutional courts to
secure freedoms that public authorities are already bound to
respect, the burden of defending liberty shifts unfairly from the
state to the individual. Delayed hearings can compound the
injury. A jud; delivered afterad ion has been
prevented, a journalist intimidated or a citizen unlawfully
detained may establish a principle without adequately
repairing the damage.

ither protesters nor authorities should be exempt from
constitutional standards. Nor is accountability achieved simply
by initiating proceedings against individual officers. Where
decisions involve several layers of administration, scrutiny
must establish who authorised the restrictions, what evidence
justified them and whether the measures Lomphed vuth
judicial directi ‘Without that sibility can
dissolve into bureaucratic procedure, leaving the underlying
practices intact. After all, an officer can flout judicial directions,
and appear contrite thereafter.

The dispute over electoral rolls makes these questions
particularly consequential. Confidence in elections rests on the
belief that voting rights are protected. objections can be heard
and msulu[mns can withstand political pressure. Allegations of
wrongful require ased and
transparent remedies, not the suppression of those demanding
answers. Peaceful protest cannot replace legal verification, but
neither can restrictions on protest resolve doubts about
electoral integrity. India’s constitutional democracy needs more
than eloquent declarations of rights. It needs courts that hear
urgent challenges promptly, enforce their orders and insist on
accountability when executive action crosses legal boundaries.
The true test of judicial i 1 is whc(hcr da al
freedoms remain protected even when their defence is
politically inconvenient.

NH-148A

‘ational Highway 148A. in its original form, connects

Dethi to Gurgaon through what is known as the

Mehrauli-Gurgaon Road. It is one of a handful of vital

links between the two cities which form part of the
National Capital Region.

Last year, funds were sanctioned by the National Highway
Authority for improvement of the vital stretch between
Andheria More near Chhatarpur to the border with Haryana, a
distance of less than eight kilometers. Whether these funds
were spent, or how, is Yet, these eight
remain arguably the most tortuous stretch of any national
highway in the country for a road user.

Abandoned for all intents by NHAL ignored by the Dethi
Traffic Police and the municipal authorities, and quite beyond
the attentions of the local MP and MLA, both long-time political
strongmen, now of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, this
eight-kilometer stretch sees the most egregious breaches of
traffic rules and arguably more instances of wrong-side driving
than anywhere else in the world. Concerned residents have
complained repeatedly to the authorities but to no avail.

The problems on this stretch are compounded by the
usurpation of one lane in either direction by parked cars of
shopkeepers and their customers. Where there are no shops,
between one and two lanes are appropriated by electric
3-wheelers, because Delhi Metro has not provided adequate
parking at the four metro stations on the stretch. or
allowed available spaces to be encroached. Two car dealers
located at either end of the stretch block a lane with vehicles
ready for delivery.

Negotiating four major crossings ~ at Andheria More, CDR
Chowk, Ghitorni and Aya Nagar ~ is a nightmare, and sees
road-users breach every possible traffic rule to move ahead. At
peak times, the bedlam is accentuated by a steady stream of
cars and motorcycles travelling on the wrong side. Footpaths
are routinely appropriated by vehicles, when not encroached
upon by roadside hawkers, exposing pedestrians to grave risk.

While the density of traffic on this vital stretch connecting
Delhi and Gurgaon is admittedly high. the most visible aspect
of this monumental mess is the complete lack of management.
Scarcely any traffic policemen are around to regulate traffic or
to p:.nalue those flagrantly flouting rules

parking onthe
hxglwm) are just not possible wi nhuu! the active connivance of
the traffic police. Hawkers cannot set up permanent structures
on footpaths without a wink and a nod from municipal
inspectors. And the several encroachments in Delhi Metro's
parking areas cannot take place without the involvement
of the authorities. The next time the Minister of Road Transport
and Highways holds forth on the achievements of his m
e ought to be reminded of the mess that prevails
very nose in the national capital. NH-148A is a blot on his
ministry, and on the NHAI, one that cries out for attention but
never seems (0 get it.

“ow

Muscle Memory

TheHolocausttaught Jews
whatcould happenwhenthe
worldfailedtointervene. The
warsofIsrael’searlyyears
taught thenewstatethat
survival couldneverbetaken for
granted. Terrorattackstaught
generationsthatdangercould
appearanywhere. Compulsory
militaryserviceconvertedthat
historicalmemoryinto
practicalreflex. Theresultisa
societyinwhichthedistance
betweencivilianand
comb canbe
small. Andso,whenthebackis
againstthewall, the Israeli
responsecanbestartlingly
direct. Fight. Survive. Ask
questionsafterwards

11

| here are moments when a society

reveals itself not through what its

leaders say, but through what

ordinary people instinctively do
when danger arrives. On September 30,
aboard a FlyDubai flight bound for Tel Aviv,
the passengers found themselves in precisely
sucha moment.

The co-pilot allegedly attacked the captain
and the aircraft plunged thousands of feet.
The grievously wounded pilot managed to
open the cockpit door. passengers rushed
forward, subdued the attacker and helped
secure the cockpit. Two off-duty pilots
aboard the aircraft subsequently helped
land it safely in Saudi Arabia.

It is tempting to describe this sim|
acts nl mdl\"dual courage. But lhcrc was

inctly Israeli about th

isdifficulttoignore. The Israeli imagination
has been conditioned by the possibility of
being caught unprepared. Part of this is
cultural. A great deal is institutional.
Compulsory mllllarv servi lce means that
military experienceis rdinar
Israclilife. Men and women who complete
service enter the reserve system and can
be called up during emergencies.
Adoctormay beareservist. Atechnology
executivemay have commanded soldiers.
A civilian confronted by violence may

operations of the era. Then came decades
of terrorism, kidnappings and hostage-
taking, Israel developed intelligence networks,
counterterrorism units,
rapid-responseteamsanda
population accustomed to
recognising danger.
October 2023 exposed the
devastating limits of that
L system. Hamas'attack revealed
preparedness and military

wheu the situation turned existe: y
did not wait for someone else to save them.
They moved.

One passenger, Tzvika Manes, upl‘uned
theresponse: su‘np]\ ~ “beuusa we're Israclis,

voice ol 1he current Israeli political

is Gadi Eisenkot

reportedly rLsuamcd the attacker using
headphone cords.

That instinct has a history. Israel is a
country in which catastrophe has never
been entirely theoretical. The Holocaust is
not merely history; it is the foundational
memory of a people who learned what can
happen when nobody comes.

The creation of Israel was followed
immediately by war, and then by decades
of conflict ~ 1956, 1967, 1973, Lebanon, the
Intifadas, suicide bombings, rocket attacks
and, most recently, ‘October 7.

Whatever one’s political judgment about
Isels conduct i .

Ml The Korea Herald

~a veteran Isracli Defense Force (IDF)
professional who spent 41 years in the
uniform and rose to be the 21st Chief of
General Staff of the IDF.

The historical examples are legion, too.
1n1972, when Sabena Flight a71 was lmacked
Israeli

SON D99 NN

And it helps explain the reaction aboard
the FlyDubai aircraft. Those passengers
were civilians, not commandos. Yet when
the aircraft began falling and the cockpit
became a scene of violence, some of them
did what generations of Israeli society have
been culturally andinstitutionally prepared
to do. They moved towards the danger.
Perhaps that is the deepest legacy of Israel's
wounded history.

The Holocaust taught Jews what could
happen when the world failed to intervene.
The wars of Israel’s early years taught the
new state thatsurvival could neverbe taken
for; granlM.TLm\muacks taught gemrujons
earanywhere. G
military aemu, converted that historical

memory into practical reflex.
Theresultis asociety inwhich thedistance
ian and combatant can be

EHOPINDER
have spent years learning how to react SINGH response. Yet in several
to it. The result is not merely military communities, armed civilians
competence. It is lamﬂmmy \\'uhcnslx ThewriterisLt  and local security teams
Israeli political lead Gen PVSM, foughtback beforethearmy  that
ply as  this reality. David Ben-Gurion, Moshe ~ AVSM (Retd),  arrived. Thatisthe paradox.
Dayan, Yllﬂnkkabm,/\ml%aron Ehud  andformer A society conditioned to
Barak and allhad Lt Governorof  believethestate will protect
fal IJIL‘\' yorsecurity backg S. And & it nuy wz]u for the state. A between civ
Netanyahuserved in Sayeret Matkaland Nicobar by history
participated in the 1972 Sabena hostage  Islands and tol bell(-:\elhesldte may arrive
rescue and the 1973 war. The leading  Puducherry toolatecandevelopanother

instinct - dosomething now!

That instinct can save

lives. It can also have darker consequences.

Apopulation habituated to viewing threats

through the prism of survival may perceive

dangerearlier,and sometines moreexpansively,
than outsiders do.

The same security cu.llurc that produces

rescued the hostages. VE[J.H) ahu serwd in
the unit involved. Four years later came

sense of hlL‘g&. That is an important part of
understanding Israel.
Ithel i

lly small. And so, when the back is
against the wall, the Israeli response can be
startlingly direct. Fight. Survive. Ask questions
afterwards.

That instinct can be heroic, as it was on
the FlyDubai flight. It can also become
politically and morally complicated when
transferred from an aircraft cabin to a
battlefield, a border or a national strategy.
But lo understand Israel, and why Israelis

todangerwithsuchi iacy,
one has to understand the history behind
the reflex.

Fora pu)ple whose collective memory is

of bei

Entebbe. Whenan Air carrying

Israeli and Jewish passengers was hijacked
and taken to Uganda, Israel treated it as a
national emergency.

The subsequent commando operation
became one of the defining hostage-rescue

fmilitary

1 with the € ing

emphasis on intelligence and hostage
rescue, and the speed and force with which
Israeli governments often respond to
perceived threats.

cfenceless, “never again” was never merely
aslogan. It became a survival mechanism.
And sometimes, on a plunging aircraft
thousands of feet above the ground, it
becomes muscle memory.

Unanswered questions on Future Response Fund

s the global boom in artificial
intelligence drove unexpectedly
sharpincreasesin South Korean
semiconductor nnmummurers

decided to set aside the tax windfall for a
new fund rather than incorporate it into
the existing budget.

blishand

and education and talent development.  to.

wealth

fund separate fromi

1al fiscal

It also said it would use 12.5 trillion
won to reduce new government bond
issuance, bringing national debt below
the level envisaged in its existing plan.
Butitisaserious problemthat

accounts, suggesting that creating and

problems having been settled through
public debate.
With the government failing to respond

operating the Future Response Fund is
neither particularly unusual nor especially

unconventional fiscalmechanism

Whenintroducing the Futur
Fund last July, President Lee Jae Myung
said, “We will concentrate investment in
fourareas that will determine the nation’s
future, namely the future, young people,
regional duelnpmmt and educdtlun and
thereby h potential
so that all citizens can share in the gains”

Whenannouncingits proposed budget
for 2027in carly September, the government
said it would draw on 162.3 trillion won
($121 billion) in tax revenue above the
trend line for the preceding 10 years to
invest454 trillion wonin four areas central
toraising potential growth: young people,
growth engines, regional development,

potentially fing 200 Q‘The
trillion won without undergoing
serious, open deliberation
involving a broad range of
experts. The current
semiconductor supercycle will
eventually give way to a painful
downturn. While the prevailing expectation
is that this reversal will not occur
within the next few months, that hardly

A Member

But it is a strained comparison to
equate oil production lasting at least
several decades after successful field
development with atemporary surge
intax payments generated by acyclical
boominthesemiconductor industry
that willend within a few years. With
the semiconductor supercycle
coincidentally beginning just as he took
office, did Lee assume that it would not
give way to a severe downturn during his
pmsldxncv 2

promptly and adequately enough to ease
these concerns, the National Assembly
Research Service published a report
identifying problems with the fund.

The report first pointed out that no
mechanism had been established to allow
the Assembly and outside experts to
examine the money transferred into the
fund or assess whether that amount had
been calculated appropriately.

It went on to warn that if the fiscal
authorities used the fund to carry out
projects directly, their responsibilities
could overlap with those of the ministries
already rcspomxble for those pm]u.{s.

amounts to a consensus that it will never It is difficult to accept tJml lhc Future  re: ulhnam

come this time. Fund was 1 d only a ibiliti fully
One frequently cited isthat few hsaftertheidea landis  coordinated, concemmting,pmitxl related

whcnaccmmNurdm country dcvcloped being allocated around 200 trillion won  authority in the tunds manasms hody

oilfields withoutits long- . plans  could limit the di

quantities of crude, it used the proceeds  or for addressing potential ! ing the pm]«.ms, itadded.

Letters To The Editor | Jeditor@thestatesman.com

Scoreboard

Sir, The sky belongs to no billionaire,
muchasavillage pond belongs tonosingle
fisherman (“Open Skies", October 14). The
simplest way to keep it fair is to let the
public hold the stopwatch. Why not publish
a "Connection Scoreboard” every quarter,
showing how many remote schools, clinics
and panchayats each satellite provider has
served. at what price and with what speed?
Companies would then compete for a
villager's smile instead of a headline.

Yet openness has a price, and it must be
pdxd in m.\lely I‘merg,enw switch-offs, ]()Ld[

agerulescol
tested firstina supt.rvmd pilot, perhdps in
a border district or an island, with results
shared in plain lan, e. 1t a rule works
there. it cantravel:ifit fails. it can be mended
before millions depend on it.

Finally, let students and start-ups join

the mhlc A small public lund for local

with fewer choices in the long run.

dapps built

in India would ensure that homcgmwn

talent rides the same rocket. When rules

are clear, trials are honest and rewards go

to those who connect the last hamlet, the
winner will be the citizen.

Yours, etc., K. Chidanand Kumar,

eng 14 October.

The g should therefore adopt
transparent licensing conditions, clear
security protocolsand duredlble mechanism
Iorslmmq.,s‘pe«.uum Independemowm;,h[

change of protest venues but a change in
the gu\cmmcnlsammdc.

Historically, protesters from across the
country have been congregating at Jantar
Mantar! m vulce lhr:rr JIEVEI!]L'EL Instead of

musta und demands,
of their maxku sum;,lh Satellite internet lhee,m ernment treats dissenters, pmtestus
andcr ionals and unl

should complement terrestrial networks,
not ermine them. A balanced regulatory

Balance

Sir, Apropos “Open Skies™ published
today, India’s satelliteinternet market needs
competition, but it must not come at the
cost of national security or fair access. The
entry of Starlink alongside Reliance Jioand
Airtelcould i ivity mn.m()lc

framework can encoumge investment: while

State brutally against them. Such an approach
does not befit a democnq Delhi Police
succeeded in g many

Yours, etc., A. My llsam
Coimbatore, 14 October.

Childish

Sir, The Centre’s abracadabra-like trick

entional netwe
inadequate. However, ﬂllomngddonunam
player m control L.SS(.n[ld] 1nfraslruuurc

may

epaper.thestatesman.com

of ing Jantar Mantar as a protest

site and asxgmng, different venues as

dll(‘mdll\ es~these pld&: are lur[h«.mwa\'
I of pow

from reaching Jantar Mantar by turning
the national capital into an impregnable
i i October 1€ i

However,every attempt tosilence demands
for accountability makes them resonate
even more loudly. Gyanesh Kumar must

about the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
exerciseis eroding publicconfidence in the
Election Ct ission of India.

What people have hccn askil ng for is nota

Yours, etc., $$ Paul, Nadia, 14 October.

el
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PERSPECTIVE

Crisis of teaching time in our
higher education

DR. BHASKAR NATH BISWAL

n the quiet corridors of India’s
universities and colleges, a
paradox unfolds every academi
year. On paper, the Um\mrsll\

30 hours a week, with additional
time for practicals, fieldwork and
library work. These norms exist to
protect the academic core from the
natural pressures of an institution’s
culend:u Yet the lived experience

Grants Cc a
robust framework of teaching d
designed to ensure quality education.
Inreality, the calendar is a battlefield
of competing demands like festivals,
awareness campaigns, elections,
examinations and administrative
interruptions leaving far fewer hours
for the core purpose of higher
education: teaching and lenmmﬂ

For Higher Education Lnslilminns.
the gap between prescription and
practice has become a chronic
LOﬂLLrl‘l one that quietly erodes the
depth of student engagement and
theint of academic programmes.

The UGC regulations, particularly
those embedded in the Minimum
Qualifications for Appointment of
Teachers and other Academic Staff
Regulations of 2018 and earlier
standards of instruction are
unambiguous. Universities and
colleges must ensure at least 180
actual teaching days in an academic
year. This translates to a minimum
of 30 weeks of actual teaching under
asix-day week pattern.

The remaining weeks of the year
are carefully apportioned: roughly
12 weeks for admissions, examinations
and non-instructional activities such
as co-curricular events; eight weeks
for vacations; and two weeks for
public holidays. Institutions following,
a five-day week are expected to
expand the teaching weeks
proportionally to maintain equivalence.
Contact teaching must not fall below

P across the country
tells a different story.

Bevond the standard public holidays
and vacations, HEIs are routinely
called upon to observe a series of
nationally mandated days and weeks.
In the recent academic cycle, the
UGC and various ministries issued
successive letters directing institutions
to mark Anti-Ragging Day on 12

rehearsals stretching over weeks.
In states where assembly or
parliamentary elections coincide
with the academic calendar, institutions
frequently grant additional holidays
s0 that student n travel home to
vote. The disruption is not limited
tothe polling day itself. Preparation,
travel and the aftermath can erase
several consecutive working days.

Insome years, local body elections
or bye-elections add further layers
of absence. Teachers pulled away
forelectoral rolls or booth management
return to find the syllabus compressed
and studmts restless. Tl hese are not

August followed by a full
week of competitions. workshops
and campaigns; Jan Jatiya Gaurav
Diwas and the extended celebrations
around the birth anniversary of
Bhagwan Birsa Munda; Vigilance
Awareness Week; Veer Baal Diwas
on 26 December with its suite of
knowledge games, debates, ski

and rallies; and other commemorat
observances linked to Constitution
Day or national prioritie:

Each of these directives carries
genuine educational and civic value.
They foster awareness, values and
student participation. At the same
time. they consume instructional
hours. Classes are suspended or
shortened sothat assemblies, competitions
and outreach activities can take place.
When several such observances fall
within the same semester, the cumulative
loss becomes significant. What begins
as enrichment gradually chips away
at the teaching calendar.

Elections impose an even sharper
interruption. Polling days turn colleges
into booths. Teaching and non-teaching
staffare drafted for duty, often with

minor inc
they are structural erosions of LhL'
teaching continuum.
Examinations themselves claim
a substantial portion of the year.
Under the semester system that
now dominates most HEIs, cach
termends with a block of practicals
and theory examinations that can
stretch across three to four weeks.
Internal 2 sments, mid-semester
examinations, continuous evaluation
components and supplementary
examinations add further interruptions.
The UGC framework already allocates
significant weeks for examination-
rulaud activities, yet the reality
often exceeds the ailocation.
Admission processes at the start
of the year, result declaration timelines
and the logistical demands of
conducting large-scale examinations
further shrink the window available
foruninterrupted classroom interaction.
When these blocks are stacked
against the mandatory observances
and electoral interruptions, the
arithmetic becomes unforgiving.
What remains, after all these

deductions. is frequently well heluw
the prescribed 180 da: fany
institutions report actual lLdthl‘lg
contact hovering closer to 140-150
days and in some strained calendars
even lower. The shortfall is not
merely numerical. It translates into
rushed lectures, mu)mple(e -practical

annual audit of actual teaching days
submitted by every HEL Observances
and awareness weeks could be
integrated into the curriculum itself
rather than treated as interruptions,

scheduled as credit-bearing co-curricular
modules that do not displace regular
classes. Electoral duties for academic

exposure, reduced time for d
and doubt-clearingand a

staffmight be mini r
through y teaching

opportunity for th’ slow, iterative
process through which genuine
understanding develops. Students
feel the pressure of compressed
syllabi. Teachers face the constant
anxiety of covering ground while
meeting administrative and civic
mandates. The quality of higher
education, already under scrutiny
for various reasons, suffers quietly
from this calendar deficit.

There is no single villain in this
i wareness, democratic
participation and cultural
commemorations are legitimate and
necessary functions of educational
institutions. Examinations are
indispensable for accountability.
Holidays provide necessary rest.
The problem lies in the absence of
acoherent national mechanism that
protects the teaching core while
accommodating these other demands.

A suggestive path forward would
begin with stricter enforcement of
the 180-day norm as a non-negotiable
floor, coupled with a t

arrangements planned in advance.

Examination calendars could be
tightened through better use of
continuous assessment and
technology-enabled evaluation, reducing.
the length of end-semester blocks.
Mostimportantly, academic calendars
should be published well in advance
and treated as binding contracts
between institutions, students and
the regulatory system, with deviations
requiring formal justification and
compensatory measures.

Tl hL classroom remains the heart
of higher education. Without sufficient
uninterrupted days of teaching, even
the most progressive curriculum
reforms and the most eloquent policy
statements lose their force. Restoring
the integrity of those 180 days is
not an administrative detail. It is
an essential condition for the
intellectual and professional formation
of the generation that will shape
India’s future.

The writer is a former college Principa

Founder of Sup Shoulder

IT CAME TO MIND | MANISH NANDY

Management and men

ies are the staple of
organizational life. Orders,
instructions, polxues
memoranda,  reviews,
reimbursements bring in their wake
anavalanche of falsities and fabrication,
some innocuous, others damaging
and corrosive. It is hypocritical that
wetalk about practices in

is about to blow up in our face.

The third category. the black lies,
are the ones some use to damage or
destroy others. To stop a competing
company in its tracks, they spread
canards about its manufacturing
capacity among major customers.
When they feel envious of the

I ofa c

without ever mentioning lies.

The lies are of many different
shades. Broadly they fall into three
‘main categories. The first corresponds
to what we commonly call white lies.
These are the lies we use to avoid or
minimize inconvenience. We promise
meeting a deadline when we know
itcantbe done without compromising
the quality. We bend a prokssmndl
judgment to please a client or aboss.
We exaggerate the calibre of a
subordinate to be transferred to
other department. We misrepresent
the capacity of a product to meet a
major customer's high expectation.

A second category of lies people
use is to save their skin. We can call
these gray lies. We invoke these to
protect ourselves in situations of
culpability. We concoct mythical
labour problems when we can't deliver
a consignment on time. We invent
resource constraints when our teams
failto come up with the needed new
products. When our marketing strategy
proves to have been short-sighted
orover-ambitious, we find weaknesses
in the computer software used. Or
whenanexpensi Lampalonﬂhor(s
we identify the bad eggs in our
advertising agency. We need the veil
of mendacity when our handiwork

Crossword | No. 293611

pectacular progre:
they circulate vicious lies about his
drinking or partying habits. When
they fear they may not expect
continuing largesse from a chief
executive, they may fabricate offensive
stories about him and pass them
discreetly to members of the board.
They may even leak to the media
hurtful and inaccurate gossip about
the chief executive. The object of
these lies is to cause harm to a person
who has somehow aroused the
hostility of the liar. A classic example
islagowho worked a terrible revenge

lent respectability to conspicuous
consumption, and relegated teamwork
to harmless folklore. This is the
zeitgeist of most organizations.

Itis not surprising that their internal
relationships are poisoned with
suspicion, jealousy, hate,and abarely
tamed desire to do the other fellow
in. The change has to come through
amore collegial way of doing work,
anemphasis on collective achievement
instead of individual advancement,
and a focus on performance rather
than perquisites.

The self-protecting lies come from
a realistic awareness of the
ever-controlling, ever-punitive nature
of our organizations. Many of them
are better designed to snare the
wayward than inspire the active.
Their watchword is: defend your
flanks. Their favoured tools are
memoranda on minutiae and

on Othello for promoting a coll
instead of him.

If mendacity in management is
many-faced and widespread. the
question is how to contain it. Short
of changing people’s hearts and
mindsovernight, what can orggmmum
do to limit the lies in our d:

If the blackest of lies are uur
pnncm.ﬂ concern, we should explore
why people feel the kind of animus
against their work associates that
prompts their wicked fabrications.
The answer has several angles. We
have created organizations that make
a religion of greed and possession.
We have raised self-centered competition
to the status of an art form. We have
equated success with promotion,

corre: jenceonthec

Assured often of a market niche and
a protective regulation, they build
an accountant’s dream, a corporate

and rules punish the smallest error.
That dream world is a nightmare

New Delhi
Monday, 19 October 2026
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

We are glad to see that Sir Abdur Rahim has
been prompt to disclaim any intention of disrespect
tothe Vi iceroy when he used the words “strongly
i telegram in regard to a temporary
successor to Sir Mohamed Habibullah as Education
Member. All who know him are aware that, as
he says, heis incapable of such an intention. But
itis well that he should have publicly repudiated
the implication of an expression into which he
was accidentally betrayed.

News Items

BOMB EXPLOSION
KILLS SEVEN

LAHORE FESTIVAL
TRAGEDY

Lahore, Oct.

Forty people were admitted to hospital as the
result of abomb explosion during the Dussehra
festival here. Seven of the victims are reported
to have died from their injuries, while others are
ina precarious condition. Wounds in some ¢:
are four inches deep. The Medical authorities
take the view that the bomb was not of the
ordinary “fire-work™ variety, as was at first
believed. There is a consensus of opinion that
the bomb was of a type used in warfare. A
sensation was caused by the explosion though
the danger of any demonstration has past.

Of the 40 injured, including a woman and
children, 32 are Hindus and Sikhs, and eight
are Mahommedans. H. E. the Governor of the
Punjab visited the hospital and conversed with

(

llustration by : Debabrata Chakrabarty
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ial spirit. If we
t decisively in our

situations or work, we overlook that

riment,

such inee are usually the

innovate and Ldkc risks, we need to
allow a higher tolerance for errors.
People should have incentives to act
rather than to invent false excuses
for

Finally, white lies n\ulnpl\ n
fe because we perceive the
practice as harmless. It is not. When
we use lies to avoid inconvenient

symptoms ul'malﬁ.mnuomngsmema
1f we lie often to our customers, it
implies something is going wrong
in our service to them. If we have to
mislead ourstaff frequently, it means
we are not heeding some of their
grievances.

Our falsehoods then lull us into
inaction, at the cost of neglecting

real, tell-tale problems. Worse still,
every lie makes the next lie easier:
simpler to plan and execute, morally
less bothersome. We end with an
organizational culture of avoidance
and deception, lying to cl
workers, stockholders alike, even to
ourselves.

Theswrerfs 3 US based nermational devlopment
ad worked with the World Bank. He
an be redched o sy @pall o

ACROSS 16 Film villain has 26 Mostofhismeat 4 Third eye oddly 9 Not much in clothes
» nothing on corona not on this substantial shop — changed into
Last Saturday’s Solution ;e in continent @ uncovered grill @ thong
(57) 18 Pert, following kiss ) First to replace @27)
10 In seconds, posh @) 27 Cruel chums middle of songin 14 Rod's witchcraft?
wine is protected 20 Narrow escape stripped man naked  poet, Owen's sort of 10)
7) inpub (7) rhyme gets help 17 Suffers hard in test
11 Farmer, say, bites husband 28 The gutless star (10) for promotion
succeeded and dog karate chopped raw 6 In part, Dubya @
spreading manure runs free meat (5,7) wrong about 19 Incomplete arrest
(7) (53.2) country (6) following one
12 Join revolution 23 Appreciate DOWN 7 singer and model northern copper's
he Frent 2 Cubs cycli beer nightmare (7)
(6) pleat through Oregon y 21 Best in The Beatles,
13 Some articles say | ® drug complex (7) 8 |see cop baffled once? (7)
stalked writer 24 Work from Poet 3 Time Telstar before robber 22 Right key starts to
8) Laureate: broadcast what retumns carrying unlock everything -
15 Offal soup's first, letters, having eight  Hollywood scrap of gold and salvation! (6)
then we film sitcom mes produces? 5 Pass s in Virginia
(10) (6) (8) (62,5 (@)
NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required, (8 with The London)
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DELAYED CABLES

AURORA BOREALIS
UPSETS
TRANSMISSION

New York. Oct.

The working of the telegraph system was
thrown into confusion by the unusual appearance
of the aurora borealis in the northern part of the
United States. Transmission of trans-Atlantic
cables was much delayed, but the situation is
now normal. Experts were unsuccessful in their
endeavour to arrange adjustments to cope with
the frequent changes in current due to the
phenomenon.—Reuter.

PENSION FOR V. C.
DARDANELLES

BRAVERY RECALLED

(From OurSpecial Representative.)
London, Oct.

Captain Dunbar Nasmith, V. C., Commander
of Submarine E-1l when she penetrated the
mined Dardanelles and torpedoed vessels in
Constantinople harbour, has been awarded a
good service pension of £150 per year.

OPIUM SALOON

WINDFALL FOR THE
MALAYA
GOVERNMENT

London, Oct.

The successful experiment of the opening
of Government opium-smoking saloons is
mentioned in a Colonial Office report relating
to Malaya, recording an increase of 1,400,000
dollars in the revenue from the chandu monopoly,
due to extra sales arising out of the influx of
immigrants attracted by high wages in the tin
mines and on the rubber estates. The Chief
Secretary to the Malaya States Government
asserts that the success of Government saloons
is very encouraging. At the end of last year
preparations were made to take over all smoking
saloons in the Malaya States, while a scheme
of retail shops was also completed. The aim of
the Government to have all sales of chandu
conducted by Government officers was now
achieved. No licences for the sale of chandu
will be issued this year.— Reuter.
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Editor’s
TAKE
Negligence, not rain,
killed devotees in Kolkata

Kolkata pandal tragedy exposes failures in crowd
management, official oversight and accountability.
India has guidelines, but no enforcement

They went to see Maa Durga on Saptami evening and did not
come home. At least 19 people died and more than two
dozen were injured on Saturday at the Chorbagan Sarbojanin
pandal in north Kolkata, after rain around 7 pm sent a
waiting crowd surging in panic. People fell; others fell on
them. Call it a stampede, not an act of God but an act of
negligence.

A lane that cannot hold the number of people a famous
pandal draws, with no plan for the sky opening, is a decision.
Police say the crush came at an exit gate. Residents allege
police were posted mainly at the VIP gate, announcements
on entry and exit were limited, and help for the injured was
slow. The chief minister says an announcement by organisers
set off the rush; relatives of two victims blame whistles blown
by private security guards. Organisers, guards and staff have
been detained. The NDMA published a national guide on
managing crowds at mass gatherings in 2014, covering
capacity planning, queue design, public address systems and
emergency exits. What is missing is enforcement.

A licence should answer one question: how many people
can this lane safely move per minute, and where do they go
when it rains? Too few do. Hired bouncers who cannot read a
crowd are handed whistles and microphones. Too often,
planning begins after the dead are counted. Chorbagan fits a
grim pattern: Hathras in 2024, 121 dead; Karur in 2025, 41;
Bengaluru’s Chinnaswamy Stadium in 2025, 11. Different
states, different parties, the same script of grief,
compensation, inquiry and amnesia.

In Bengaluruy, a judicial commission blamed reckless
announcements by organisers as the root cause. Kolkata's
chief minister has now pointed to an announcement too.

Responsibility lies not with the rain, and not with the
crowd. It lies first with organisers who sold spectacle without
a safety plan; with the police and civic officials who licensed
itand watched one gate while another filled; and with a state
government that owns both. Detention is not accountability.

If the inquiry confirms these lapses, the law on culpable
homicide must be applied, and officers who failed in
command must be suspended and prosecuted. The 25 lakh
and government job promised to each family are owed, but
they are not justice.

The way forward is not mysterious. Certify a capacity for
every large pandal, with separate entry and exit points and a
hard cut-off. Replace hired bouncers with trained marshals
and one scripted announcement protocol. Plan for rain, with
shelter, queue shutdowns and ambulance corridors in place
before the first lamp is lit.

Monitor crowd density in real time at the biggest pandals,
with the authority to stop entry. Order a time-bound judicial
inquiry, publish its report, and make acting on it a legal duty.
Durga is invoked as the slayer of evil. The evil here is neglect.
Name it, punish it, and let Chorbagan be the last such night,
not the latest.

Smart classrooms need the human touch

As artificial intelligence transforms Indian classrooms, teachers must remain at the heart of learning. Technology can
personalise lessons and process information, but only human educators can nurture empathy, inspire
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WISDOM FOR A MEANINGFUL LIFE

The Knowledge That
Precedes Wisdom

Midway through Navaratri, the festival turns
from strength to clarity.

Saraswati, goddess of knowledge, music, and wisdom, is
invoked not for wealth or victory, but for the discernment needed
to use both rightly. Unlike Lakshmi and Durga, she carries no
weapon, only a veena, a book, and a rosary, suggesting that true
power without knowledge remains directionless, even danger-
ous. Her vehicle, the swan, is said to separate milk from water,
a picture of discernment itself. The scriptures often place her
worship deliberately between Durga's strength and Lakshmi's
abundance, implying an order: strength must be guided by
wisdom before itcan be rightly used, and wisdom must precede
the pursuit of prosperity, lest wealth be gained or spent
unwisely. Learning, in this view, is not a ladder to climb quickly,
butalamp to be carried carefully. In many homes, children begin
their firstlessons around Vijayadashami, writing their first letters
before the goddess. We often chase strength and success first,
hoping wisdom will simply follow once we've achieved enough,
rather than seeking clarity before acting. Many regrets in life come
not from lack of effort, but from effort applied in the wrong direc-
tion. Alittle reflection before action saves a great deal of repair
afterwards, and the time spent in seeking clarity is rarely wasted.
This Navaratri, before pursuing your next goal or decision, pause
and ask what wisdom, not just willpower, this situation actual-
ly requires, and seek that understanding first. ~ -DAIV
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In the imagination of schooling today, the class-
room has been rewired. Smart classrooms
feature responsive screens, real-time diag-
nostics and generative Al engines that gener-
ate custom lesson plans, translate vernacular
content across complex linguistic spectra and
score assessments in seconds.

As India is a country that is vast and demo-
graphically rich, it is tempting to think that algo-
rithmic intelligence can do what instructional
presence does; however, the smarter our
classrooms get, the more urgently they need
an authentic human voice to breathe life, con-
science and purpose into that technological
infrastructure.

To think that intelligent software can replace
the educator is to confuse the transmission of
digital data with the relational art of human cul-
tivation. An algorithm can set difficulty curves
and process billions of parameters flawlessly,
but it cannot listen. It has no voice register to

critical thinking and instil the values that shape responsible citizens

-@:mn Lighting.

book recitation or standardised test admin-
istration, then digital tools will expose insti-
tutional redundancies; if that voice is trained
to ask questions critically, be philosophical-
ly sceptical and be emotionally resilient, then
technology is relegated to its rightful place

Water Cycle
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Kushal shikshak, the master practitioner
whose reliable voice guides curriculum
design, pilots contextual innovations and
mentors generations of emerging colleagues.
This professional voice requires nurturing
across the entire career continuum. Pre-
service preparation is being reimagined
through the four-year multidisciplinary
Integrated Teacher Education Programme,
instilling pedagogical confidence, cognitive
understanding and clinical school residencies
from the outset. Simultaneously, the mandat-
ed fifty annual hours of continuous profes-

soothe a timid child, no intuition to see AS INDIA ADVANCES  asan administrative ally (absorbing clerical
unvoiced distress at the back of the classroom, TOWARDS VIKSIT work so teachers can do what machines
 Ratemicand cicempaty. " BHARAT @207, OUR'  CEUSETLILE, Soqors (0 do whek
Learning is not a transaction 6Fsilentpackets SCHOOLS WILL To bring this voice out of bureaucratic
downloaded into passive minds-itisan inter- [NCREASINGLY HUM  silence and into pedagogical leadership, the
S:Jbiective, dti;loghue-driven awakening. l:}hs}l WITH National Colt:mcl';l f(r)‘r Teacher l;:ducatior) has
classroom, the human voice is an ethical COMPUTATIONAL institutionalised the National Pr
compass and emotional anchor. When synthet- Standards for Teachers as PUSHTI
icknowledge is instantaneous and ubiquitous, P(S)E)NER‘ ADAXIILII\D/E (Professional Upholding of Standards for
the educator becomes not only a content FTWARE Holistic Teaching and Integrity).
provider butalso an irreplaceable voice of men- AUTOMATED For decades, career mobility in Indian

torship, questioning and moral discernment.
The scale of this imperative is vividly reflect-
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schooling was based on passive seniority,
administrative compliance and tenure-based

ed in the empirical realities of Indian education. WE MUST stagnation. Instructional depth, classroom
According to the latest UDISE+ data, India's REMEMBER THAT voice and reflective pedagogy rarely got struc-
school ecosystem encompasses nearly 14.7 lakh SILICON CAN tural recognition. PUSHTI changes all that by
schools and over 24.7 crore students, guided by ORGANISE replacing administrative inertia with an

anational cadre of over 1.02 crore schoolteach-
ers. Sustained national commitments under the
National Education Policy 2020 have brought
structural pupil-teacher ratios well within
healthy benchmarks, recording 10:1 at the
Foundational stage, 13:1 at the Preparatory stage,
17:1at the Middle stage, and 21:1 at the Secondary
stage, with women comprising nearly 55 per
cent of this workforce. These figures indicate
that India has achieved significant demo-
graphic capacity. The urgent systemic frontier
is no longer numerical provisioning alone, but
ensuring that this vast teaching cadre is
empowered to speak, guide and mentor
beyond mechanical routines.

If a teacher's professional voice is just text-

KNOWLEDGE, BUT IT
CANNOT AWAKEN
THE SPIRIT

The writer is the Chairperson
of the National Council for

Teacher Education (NCTE)

objective merit architecture for profession-
al progression. Under PUSHTI, an educator’s
professional journey evolves across three dis-
tinct, progressive milestones.

It commences with the Proficient Teacher,
or Praveen Shikshak, the foundational prac-
titioner whose voice establishes classroom
trust, demonstrates conceptual clarity and
responds attentively to early developmental
diversity. It advances to the Advanced
Teacher, or Unnat Shikshak, the skilled prac-
titioner whose voice articulates interdiscipli-
nary connections, models differentiated
instruction and elevates the collaborative dia-
logue of the wider school community.

At its apex stands the Expert Teacher, or

sional are shifting from passive
compliance seminars into spaces of vocal, crit-
ical engagement, equipping teachers to chal-
lenge algorithmic outputs and guide students
in ethical digital literacy.

Through MITRA - the National Mission for
Mentoring — this voice is sustained by struc-
tured intergenerational dialogue, pairing
emerging practitioners with master teachers
to keep human insight at the centre of insti-
tutional change. As India advances towards
Viksit Bharat @ 2047, our schools will increas-
ingly hum with computational power, adap-
tive software and automated dashboards. Yet
we must remember that silicon can organ-
ise knowledge, but it cannot awaken the
spirit.

Asmart classroom may generate the right
answers, but only a human voice can inspire
a child to ask the right questions, stand up
for the vulnerable and dare to dream beyond
the screen. By anchoring our one-crore-
strong teacher community in PUSHTI's clear
standards and dignified career pathways, we
ensure that the heart of Indian education
remains an enduring dialogue between
human minds.

Help children make friends with food
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There is a stage in childhood when food is wonderfully
simple. Abanana is something to peel. A roti can be rolled
intoa little tube. A bowl of curd can become a place to mix,
dip and experiment. A handful of peas can be counted
before they are eaten. A child may know the taste of a
favourite snack long before they know what nutrition
means. Then, gradually, adults begin explaining food.
Eat your vegetables. Drink your milk. Have some fruit.
Finish what is on your plate. This has protein. This has vit-
amins. This is good for you. The advice comes from a place
ofcare. Every parent wants a child to grow well and have
the nourishment needed for an active childhood. The early
years are an important period for growth and development,
and the foods introduced during this stage contribute to
children's nutritional needs while also helping them

~

become familiar with different tastes and textures. WHO
describes the period from six months onwards as an impor-
tant stage for establishing healthy dietary patterns and
learning to accept a variety of nutritious foods.

There is another part of this learning that deserves atten-
tion: the meaning children attach to food. A child watches
before a child chooses. Children watch the adults around
them with remarkable attention. They notice what
appears in the kitchen every morning. They see a parent
cut fruit while packing lunch. Food has colour. Food has
texture. Food comes from somewhere. Some foods are
eaten often, some occasionally. Meals can be prepared
together. The child is learning all this long before anyone
asks them to remember the food pyramid.

Give children a place in the process.

There is something different about eating a food thata
child has helped prepare. The same cucumber that was
ignored on a plate can suddenly become interesting when
the child has washed it, sliced it with help and arranged
itbeside the other ingredients. Sesame Workshop India’s

Healthy Habits initiative brings nutrition, movement and
play, and sleep into one broader conversation about child-
hood well-being, Its India resources include Aahaar Cards,
storybooks, flash cards, a Healthy Calendar and activity-
based material designed to help children and caregivers
explore healthy routines.

A healthy childhood is built through several everyday
routines. There is the food a child eats, the water they drink,
and the habits around hygiene and daily care. These parts
of childhood often overlap. Sesame Workshop's current
Healthy Habits programme follows this wider approach,
using play-based activities and family resources to make
healthy routines easier for children to understand and prac-
tise.

Auseful routine is one that a family can repeat. Over time,
these small experiences can give children a sense of what
caring for themselves looks like. We can give children infor-
mation about nutrition, and we can also give them expe-
riences that make healthy choices understandable. Let them
askwhy a carrot is orange. Let them choose between two
fruits. Let them help stir the yoghurt. Healthy habits are
like a language in themselves for children.

Sometimes it sounds like a question: “Can | help?”

Sometimes it sounds like curiosity: “What is this?"

Those moments may seem small to an adult. For a child,
they are part of learning.

The writer is the Managing Trustee of
Sesame Workshop India Trust
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Better crowd control could save lives

The tragedy at the Chorbagan Sarbojanin Durga Puja
pandal on October 17 at 7.15 pm, which left 19 dead
and 25 injured, highlights a grim and recurring
pattern in India’s crowd management. This year, the
festival carried high emotional and political stakes,
yetitended in disaster when sudden heavy rain, con-
fusing announcements and blocked exit routes trig-
gered a fatal stampede on a flight of stairs.

This was not an isolated incident. Even without
casualties, the 2015 Deshapriya Park chaos, sparked
by the world's tallest Durga idol, served as a stark
warning that we failed to heed. In a nation of 1.47
billion people, the growing need for escape has turned
religious gatherings into massive, ostentatious spec-
tacles. Overcrowding, mindless hurrying and the
modern distraction of mobile photography create a
powder keg waiting for a spark. While Chief Minister
Subhendu Adhikari has announced compensation of
Rs 25 lakh and employment for the victims' families,
along with Rs 5 lakh for each injured person, finan-
cial relief cannot replace lost lives. Investigations must
address the root cause: systemic failures and the
urgent need for modern crowd-control protocols,
ensuring that faith does not cost lives.

BIDYUT KUMAR CHATTERJEE | FARIDABAD

At last, a bond for peace!

India's bond market seems to be expanding by the day.
We have government bonds, electoral bonds, surety
bonds and all sorts of financial instruments. Now,
enter the latest addition to this ever-growing list: the
Peace Bond!

The recent release of Cockroach Janta Party founder
Abhijeet Dipke, reportedly after signing a fresh peace
bond, gives this familiar word an entirely new flavour.
Who would have thought that peace itself might need
abond to guarantee its existence? Perhaps we are wit-
nessing the dawn of a new era of bonding. Investors
bond with the markets, politicians bond with power,
and citizens may now have to bond with peace quite
literally. At this rate, who knows what lies ahead?
Perhaps a Peace Bond Seva App will soon appear on our
smartphones. Want to organise a march? Please log in.
Wish to raise a slogan? Upload your documents.
Planning to express dissent? Kindly complete the
peace-bond formalities and obtain your digital certifi-
cate of peaceful intentions!

Could we one day need an Aadhaar-linked peace
bond to prove we are peace-loving citizens? Jokes apart,
peace is essential, but so is the freedom to express
dissent peacefully.

AP THIRUVADI | CHENNAI

Capping drug margins is only the first step

The government's decision to cap trade margins on 137
anti-cancer drugs is welcome. Cancer is increasing at an
alarming rate, affecting people irrespective of age. Late
detection often complicates treatment, while exorbitant
medicine prices and corporate hospital charges make
treatment unaffordable for the poor and middle class.
However, capping trade margins, even following the
Supreme Court's intervention, cannot be the end of the
exercise. Hospital charges also need regulation.
Patented drugs should be allowed to be manufactured
domestically under the compulsory licensing system.
Effective monitoring is equally crucial. The drug control
department functions with inadequate manpower, while
more government laboratories are needed to ensure the
quality of every batch released into the market. Merely
issuing licences without adequate quality assurance leaves
room for unscrupulous elements to manufacture spuri-
ous drugs and make huge profits. The government must
reconsider pharmaceutical pricing to make medicines
affordable for all. Excessive margins also encourage uneth-
ical practices, including buying prescriptions and incen-
tivising dealers to stock more medicines. As medicines
are essential, not luxury items, the government must act
firmly to ease the financial burden on patients.
AGRAJMOHAN | ANANTAPUR
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India’s fight against cancer: Making
anti-cancer drugs affordable

The RBI’s decision to raise the repo rate to 5.50 per cent signals a shift towards tighter monetary policy
amid rising oil prices, currency pressures and weather-related risks. The challenge is to contain
inflation without undermining India’s economic growth

YK GUPTA

India is making remarkable strides in cancer diagno-
sis and treatment. Yet, for too many families, access
to life-saving medicines remains constrained not by
medical expertise, but by the ability to pay. When a
family must choose between continuing treatment and
protecting its financial survival, cancer becomes an eco-
nomic catastrophe as well as a medical crisis. No patient
should have to make that choice.

The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority’s
(NPPA) decision to bring 137 non-scheduled anti-
cancer drugs under Trade Margin Rationalisation
(TMR) deserves strong support. By capping trade
margins at 30 per cent, it seeks to curb excessive mark-
ups. The revised prices take effect on November 9, 2026,
with government estimates indicating MRP reductions
of up to 70 per cent and annual savings of approximate-
Iy 22,500 crore.

India’s growing cancer burden demands
urgent action

India recorded an estimated 14.61 lakh new cancer
cases and 8.09 lakh cancer-related deaths in 2022,
according to the ICMR’s National Cancer Registry
Programme. Treatment often means prolonged therapy
and expensive medicines; families exhaust savings,
borrow money or sell assets.

Out-of-pocket expenditure accounted for 43.4 per
cent of India’s total health expenditure in 2022-23,
according to National Health Accounts estimates,
underscoring the continuing financial vuinerability of
households. A medicine that exists but remains
beyond a patient's means cannot deliver its intended
benefit.

Why NPPA’s intervention matters

Substantial mark-ups across the distribution chain
widen the gap between the price at which a medicine
enters distribution and the price the patient pays. TMR
limits those margins. The 30 per cent cap is not a 30
per cent cut in manufacturers’ prices or a 70 per cent
cut in the MRP of every medicine; the actual reduction
will depend on each product's existing price structure.
Even so, it targets excessive margins and improves
affordability without relying exclusively on broader
price contrals.

What lower margins could mean for high-
cost drugs
The impact of TMR will be felt most for medicines that
are both widely used and among the costliest per dose.
Immunotherapies such as pembrolizumab and
nivolumab (lung, head and neck and several other
cancers), bevacizumab (colorectal, lung and ovarian
cancers), and pertuzumab with trastuzumab (HER2-pos-
itive breast cancer) are typical examples. To see what
is at stake, consider a reduction of 30 per cent to 70
per cent (the upper end being the government's own
estimate) applied to current per-dose prices:

1. Pembrolizumab: About 22.06 lakh could fall to
roughly ¥0.62-1.44 lakh.

2. Nivolumab: The highest-priced brand, about 31.04

AS INDIA
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AFFORDABILITY
MUST REMAIN
INTEGRAL TO THE
NATIONAL
RESPONSE. ACCESS
TO TREATMENT
MUST BE
CONSIDERED
ALONGSIDE
ADVANCES IN
DIAGNOSIS AND
THERAPEUTICS.
INDIA'S FIGHT
AGAINST CANCER
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COMPASSIONATE
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lakh, could fall to roughly 20.31-0.73 lakh.

3. Bevacizumab: The highest-priced brand, about 1.18 lakh,
could fall to roughly 20.35-0.82 lakh.

4. Pertuzumab with trastuzumab: From about 22.45 lakh
to roughly 0.73-1.71 lakh.

These figures are illustrative, not forecasts; the actual reduc-
tion will depend on each product's existing price structure,
and the largest falls are likely where mark-ups are greatest.
Even so, because such drugs are given in repeated cycles,
every reduction compounds across treatment and can decide
whether a patient completes therapy or abandons it.

Building on India’s earlier experience

In 2019, the NPPA introduced TMR for 42 non-scheduled anti-
cancer drugs; government reports documented price reduc-
tions across 526 brands and annual savings of approximate-
ly ¥984 crore. Carefully designed price regulation can
deliver meaningful relief, and this experience provides a valu-
able foundation for the current expansion. The next step is
toensure the benefits extend to more patients and are sus-
tained over time. The success of the present intervention
must be judged not by the number of medicines covered or
the reductions announced, but by the savings patients actu-
ally realise.

From policy announcement to patient benefit

Revised prices must be displayed prominently in pharma-
cies and hospitals and made accessible through the NPPA
website and the Pharma Sahi Daam application, with over-
charging complaints addressed promptly. The NPPA should
publish periodic data on price reductions, compliance and
realised savings, and independent assessments should test
whether lower MRPs mean lower expenditure for patients
in public and private settings. A price reduction announced
by the government must be a price reduction experienced
by the patient.

Affordability must go hand in hand

with availability

Lower prices deliver little if patients cannot obtain medicines
when needed, and interrupted treatment can have serious
consequences, particularly for patients receiving time-
sensitive therapies. Price regulation must be accompanied
by continuous monitoring of production, distribution and
retail supplies, with shortages identified early and addressed
through coordination among regulators, manufacturers and
healthcare providers.

Patient welfare and pharmaceutical innovation
must coexist

Developing new cancer therapies demands substantial
investment, and responsible pricing must recognise inno-
vation, quality manufacturing and reliable supply. But this
cannot justify excessive or opaque mark-ups. TMR should
remain transparent, evidence-based and subject to period-
ic review, protecting patients while preserving the incen-
tives needed to sustain a dependable pharmaceutical
sector.

A more equitable future for cancer care

The ultimate test is not whether prices fall on paper, but
whether patients can continue treatment without avoidable
financial distress and obtain the medicines they need reli-
ably. As India strengthens its cancer-care infrastructure,
affordability must remain integral to the national response.
Access to treatment must be considered alongside advances
in diagnosis and therapeutics. India’s fight against cancer
requires scientific progress, compassionate care and poli-
cies that place patients at the centre of decision-making.
Cancer is already a formidable adversary. The price of treat-
ment should not become another adversary that patients
and their families are forced to fight alone.

Building India’s
young innovators

India has grown into a technology-savvy nation that
stands alongside global peers, thanks to home-grown
technologies at Technology Readiness Level (TRL) above
5. include ABHED i ight bulletproofjackets
from T Delhi; Vikram-1, Skyroot's orbital rocket; a 3D
quantum diamond microscope from IIT Bombay; the
iPACE chip from IIT Indore, built under MeitY’s Chips to
Startup (C2S) pre the world's first nuclear-heat-
based hydrogen production facility at Kalpakkam; a 422-
T SENTHIL SIVA metre test facility for [IT Madras's Avishkar Hyperloop;
SUBRAMANIAN and a foundational 6G terahertz test bed that SAMEER,
Kolkata, will build under the Digital Bharat Nidhi.

These trials give life to the “Lab to Market" idea, which echoes Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's mission mantra. India’s approach begins with investment, moves to innovation,
and then builds internationally recognised infrastructure backed by policy frameworks
such as Make in India. Together, they nurture young talent and sustainable manufac-
turing that meet the UN's 17 Sustainable Development Goals and global quality bench-
marks, including through Zero Defect Zero Effect (ZED). The result is stronger self-reliance
in domestic value and supply chains. A natural question follows: who are the key drivers
of Viksit Bharat, and who pushes Swadeshi, “Vocal for Local” and One District One Product
(ODOP) beyond limits? The answer lies in the interplay of five elements, the “Pancha
Mahabhuta": organisations and policy frameworks, investment, innovation, infrastruc-
ture and talent development. Today, four institutions back grassroots and frugal inno-
vators, MSMESs and startups, and equip young people to carry the torch of Viksit Bharat:

DRDO (Ministry of Defence): Technology Development Fund (TDF) and iDEX
(Innovations for Defence Excellence)

ISRO (Department of Space): RESPOND and the Space Technology Incubation Centres
(S-TIC)

BARC (Department of Atomic Energy): the
AKRUTI programme and AIC ANUSHAKTI

DSIR with CSIR: Common Research and
Technology Development Hub (CRTDH)

The key drivers at work

DRDO is the backbone of in-house technolo-

gy and also builds indigenous innovation and .
skill-development infrastructure for young
people. Its ecosystem gives MSMEs and star- [

tups access to high-end modelling and sim-
ulation software, and supports them in devel-
oping minimum viable products and prototypes, and in manufacturing, validating and
testing them. The Technology Development Fund gives innovators visibility and stable
funding, while iDEX offers seed funding to aspiring young entrepreneurs.

DRDO's Defence Technology and Test Centre (DTTC) at Amausi, Lucknow, is a strong
example. Inaugurated in 2024 to strengthen the Uttar Pradesh Defence Industrial Corridor,
it works under the Defence Materials and Stores Research and Development
Establishment, Kanpur. The centre hand-holds innovators, startups and MSMEs through
design thinking, product development, manufacturing, testing and validation, and con-
nects them with large enterprises and government.

its facilities include MATLAB, Ansys, Catia, Al tools and high-performance computing,
all open to young innovators, along with rapid prototyping through 3D printing and printed
circuit board fabrication. The centre also works on 10T and biockchain, offers incuba-
tion through a co-working space, and runs yearly skill-development programmes.

DTTC serves as the epicentre for the industrial corridor nodes at Agra, Aligarh, Lucknow,
Kanpur, Jhansi and Chitrakoot, offers training and consultancy to industry, and collab-
orates with [IT Kanpur, IIT BHU and the Uttar Pradesh government.

ISRO has set up Space Technology Incubation Centres at six locations to nurture young
people building indigenous space systems for transfer to large enterprises. Its
RESPOND programme helps academic institutions build research infrastructure, run real-
time experiments and develop talent.

BARC launched AKRUTI (Advanced Knowledge for Rural Technology Implementation)
18 years ago to promote social entrepreneurship by sharing DAE-BARC spin-off technolo-
gies. Academic institutions can set up AKRUTI Kendras to give students hands-on expe-
rience. AIC ANUSHAKTI, under the Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog, lets youth and
startups learn about DAE-BARC spin-off technologies through technology transfer.

Through DSIR, CSIR runs the Common Research and Technology Development Hub
(CRTDH), which brings MSMEs, startups and innovators together with CSIR experts and
mentors to set up industrial pilot plants on sustainable revenue models. It focuses on
affordable healthcare, materials, electronics, renewable energy and low-cost
machining.

Abird’s-eye view of Viksit India

Defence-ready: iDEX and DRDO have announced the GRSE Accelerated Innovation and
Nurturing Scheme, an innovation challenge on Al in shipbuilding, green energy and ship-
yard efficiency. It should help young innovators become game changers for
Aatmanirbhar Bharat and Viksit Uttar Pradesh.

Space-ready: The ISRO Robotics Challenge, run yearly by the U R Rao Satellite Centre
(URSC), Bengaluru, inspires young innovators to redefine India's future space exploration.

Quantum-ready: Q-Digishala 2026, organised by the Quantum Innovation Park at [ISc
Bengaluru, will build quantum soft skills.

India will soon install and commission its first IBM quantum computer, paving the
way for the largest digital quantum infrastructure in Amaravati. To meet demand for
quantum and semiconductor talent, Samsung India Research and 11Sc Bengaluru have
introduced a 10-hour module on quantum computing and technologies under the India
Semiconductor Workforce Development Program (ISWDP). It covers quantum transport,
gates and circuits, qubit fabrication and industry trends. C-DAC’s PARAM Shavak offers
reskilling through the QSim quantum simulator on the Make in India Bharat Operating
System (BOSS), while PARAM Rudra at the SN Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences,
West Bengal, offers Quantum ESPRESSO for molecular modelling.

Young people trained through Chips to Startup, quantum mltlanves and premler space
programmes are becoming “Mission Ready", like G: for
(GAAS) roles in Vision Viksit India. By turning
micro and macro problems into passion, | The writeris the Chief Executive Officer of DAKSH
they are making themselves accountable | Innovation & Incubation Centre (DIIC), Uttar Pradesh
and countable on the road to a $30 trillion State Institute of Forensic Science, Lucknow
economy.

A tribute to the generatlon that lived in reality

Picture this: Itis a
scorching May
afternoon in
1988. The ceiling
fan whirs at full
speed, making a

steady, rhythmic
NITIN clack-clack
KULKARNI sound. There is

no air condition-
ing, no smart-
phone in hand, ears not plugged and no stream-
ing service on demand. A group of children sits
huddled on a cool terrazzo floor around a single
brass jug of Rasna or Rooh Afza. One child care-
fully turns the page of a comic book, another tries
to balance a peacock featherinside a textbook,
and outside, the distinct call of an ice-candy
vendor echoes through the quiet lane.

There were no camera phones capturing
that moment. No video clips exist. No social
media stories posted. Yet, ask anyone sitting in
that room today — now well into their late 40s
or 60s —and they can describe the exact shade
of the curtains, the smell of wet earth after the
first rain, and the laughter that filled the air.

Born between 1960 and 1982, this generation
occupies a unique place in history. They are the
last humans to have grown up with a complete-
ly unrecorded, unfiltered childhood and the first
to navigate the hyper-connected digital age.

The magic of an unphotographed
World

Ifyou look through the old wooden trunks or
dusty steel almirahs of this generation, you won't
find thousands of high-definition photos or digital
video archives. Family photo albums were slim,
containing perhaps a dozen black-and-white or
faded sepia studio portraits where everyone
stood stiffly like statues, terrified of wasting pre-
cious camera film. Yet, their memories of school
days, summer vacations, and neighbourhood
games remain breathtakingly vivid and richly tex-
tured. They didn’t need cloud storage to preserve
their happiest moments.

Their minds held onto every detail: the deaf-
ening roar of the school bell on the last day
before summer break, the taste of stolen raw
mangoes seasoned with salt and chilli, and the
sheer exhilaration of sprinting barefoot or
cycling through rain-soaked streets.

High-stakes cinema and the thrill of
first day, first show

In an age before online streaming and instant
trailers, cinema was an almost sacred experience.
Getting a ticket for a “First Day, First Show” ata
single-screen theatre was a badge of honour that
required military-level planning, standing in
chaotic, hour-long queues, and pushing through
a sea of elbows. The moment the hall lights
dimmed and the opening credits rolled, the
theatre erupted.

Whistles blew, coins flew towards the silver
screen, and entire crowds cheered in unison as
their favourite hero made his grand entry.
When theatre tickets were out of reach, renting
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a VCR over the weekend became a neighbour-
hood festival. Families and neighbours packed
into a single living room to watch four back-to-
back movies until their eyes burned, sustained
only by homemade snacks and collective joy.

No boundaries, no fear, just
community

The social ecosystem of that era was built on
unconditional trust and open doors. Privacy was
a concept nobody thought about, understood or
cared for. Walking into a neighbour’s home unan-
nounced at two in the afternoon wasn't rude; it
was normal. If you were playing outside when
lunch was served, you would join lunch at a
friend's place without second thoughts.
Friendships were fiercely real. If a classmate
missed school for two consecutive days, nobody
sent a text message; a group of friends simply
showed up at his front door right after the school

bell. And if a friend’s father appeared
near the school gate mid-afternoon,
it was the ultimate breaking news.
Kids would sprint across the dusty
playground shouting, “Tere papa
aaye hain, dekh!” — a sentence that
instantly sent hearts racing. School
life was equally uncomplicated.
Children were sent to primary
school around age five-six without
play-school orientations or perfor-
mance pressure. Wrapping text-
books in brown paper every June was
anannual ritual celebrated like a fes-
tival. Bicycles were prized possessions, and riding
“triple seat” — one on the handlebar, one on the
frame, and one clinging to the carrier —was the
ultimate expression of adolescent freedom.

Unspoken love and timeless respect
Relationships were governed by respect rather
than formal declarations. Teachers were revered
figures whose word was law. Being scolded or
hit on the knuckles with a wooden ruler was
accepted as part of growing up; the real fear was
not the teacher's ruler, but the terrifying prospect
of parents finding out, which guaranteed another
round of discipline at home.

Yet, that very generation still instinctively bows
to touch the feet of those retired teachers
whenever they spot them in a market today.
Expressions of affection were rarely verbalised.
No one said “I love you" to their parents,
because emotional language wasn't picked up

from television sitcoms.

Love was communicated through actions: a
mother saving the sweetest piece of fruit for her
child, a father quietly riding a bicycle in the
pouring rain to buy medicine, or friends sitting
together on a culvert in complete silence,
simply content in each other's presence.

A legacy written in the heart

Today, as this generation manages mortgages,
health check-ups, and teenagers who com-
plain about slow Wi-Fi speeds, delayed online
deliveries and sundry stuff, they look back not
with bitterness, but with a profound, quiet grat-
itude. In a world where modern relationships
often fray at the first sign of friction or get lost
behind screens, the connections forged by this
generation still endure. Their bonds were forged
in shared meals, shared struggles, and decades
of quiet loyalty — unshakable ties that didn't
depend on instant replies or social validation to
survive.

They lived through a time when clothes were
wrinkled, but hearts were ironclad; when
resources were limited, but time and affection
were abundant; when memories weren't stored
on chips, but etched deeply into the soul. They
remain the bridge between two eras; a living
reminder that the deepest connections are
forged in reality, and the best parts of life are
never filmed, only lived.

The writer is a senior IAS officer currently serving as
Additional Chief Secretary to the Govemor of Jharkhand
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Would you consult a doctor who has mental illness?

SATURDAY was World Mental
Health Day, a day dedicated to
raising public awareness and
promoting the development of
mental health services.

This year, the official global theme was
“Lived Experiences Heard: Real Voices, Real
Change”, which means the voices of people
living with mental illness were heard clearly.

Across social media, many shared their
personal stories: how they struggled with
their symptoms, how people saw them, and
what it was like to finally seek professional
help.

These stories matter, but sharing
experiences is only the first step. The real test
is whether we include people with mental
illness in planning the services designed for
them.

This sounds obvious, yet it can be
surprisingly challenging in practice. Ina
recent workshop on mental well-being, T
asked participants a simple question: would
you still consult a doctor if you knew that
he or she had been diagnosed with a mental
illness?

The room fell quiet. A few hands went
up, many did not, and some participants
admitted they would quietly look for another
doctor. When I asked why, the answers were
honest: worries about judgment, reliability,

and whether a doctor who “struggles himself”
could help others.

Iwas not surprised, but the answers made
my point better than any lecture could.

We speak warmly about acceptance and
inclusion, but when mental illness comes
close to us, when it sits across the desk in a
white coat, our hidden assumptions surface.

Doctors are not immune to mental
illness. Depression, anxiety and burnout are
common among healthcare workers, partly
because of long hours, emotional strain and
a culture that expects them to be strong at
all times. Many suffer in silence precisely
because they fear the reaction my workshop
participants displayed.

A doctor who seeks treatment, recovers
and returns to work is not a risk to patients.
The real risk is the doctor who hides the
illness and never seeks help at all.

The same principle applies more broadly.
People who have experienced depression,
psychosis, or addiction possess knowledge no
textbook can provide. They understand what
it is like to wait months for an appointment,
to be spoken about rather than spoken to,
to leave hospital without a clear plan, or to
face a family that does not understand. Lived
experience is not a weakness to manage; it is
expertise to draw on.

Many countries now involve people

World Mental
Health Day lasts
only one day.
Inclusion must last
all year

with lived experience in designing mental
health services, reviewing policies, training
staff, and working as peer support workers
alongside doctors and nurses. Peer workers,
people who have recovered from mental
illness themselves, can offer hope in a way
professionals cannot.

In Oman, we have made real progress
in expanding mental health services and
reducing stigma. The next step is to move
from awareness to participation.

This could start simply by including
service users and family members on
hospital committees, inviting their feedback
when new services are planned, and
involving them in training medical students
and health professionals. It also means
creating workplaces, including hospitals,
where staff can seek help for their own
mental health without fearing for their
careers.

This will be easy. It requires professionals
to share some of their authority, and
also requires society to examine its own
prejudices honestly, as my workshop
participants courageously did.

In my opinion, if we truly believe that
mental illness is like any other illness, then
we must be ready to listen to those who live
with it, work alongside them, and yes, be
treated by them.

FOOD CRISIS LOOMS
AFTER GLOBAL
ENERGY SHOCK

JULIEN GIRAULT

Rising energy and fertiliser costs are hitting
smallholder farmers and driving up prices of
agricultural commodities, fuelling fears of a
global food crisis, the head of the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization said.

Global agricultural prices jumped 13 per cent
in the third quarter of the year, according to the
International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD), which warned a “global food crisis is
looming”.

The surge in energy prices due to conflict in
the Middle East has sparked a sharp increase in
the cost of fertilisers and fuel this year, driving up
agricultural production and transport costs.

“Over the next six to nine months, we will see
continued increases related to food prices, but also
I'would say even inflation in terms of food, which
will impact most of the populations that actually
can afford it less,” IFAD President Alvaro Lario
said in an interview.

Already, “almost one in three people in the
world cannot afford a healthy diet”, Lario said.

“So I think the costs of a healthy diet, which
means an increased cost on legumes, on vegetables,
on meat, is just having a big impact on what
people can afford to consume.”

Food insecurity affects around 260 million
people worldwide, according to UN figures.

Because food accounts for a significant portion
of household budgets in developing countries, price
hikes are felt acutely there, noted Lario, speaking
on the sidelines of the International Yy
Fund and World Bank meetings in Bangkok.

Smallholder farmers - who account for one-third
of global food production, and up to 70 per cent in
many developing nations - are the most severely
affected by the energy shock, according to IFAD, and
were especially vulnerable to rising fertiliser prices.

“In the very short term, there is very little
that governments can do. They can subsidise,

for example, the price of fertiliser input... or fuel
through subsidies,” he said.

G7 nations pledged on Thursday to mobilise
$2.5 billion to assist countries at risk of food
insecurity, with a specific focus on fertilisers.

“The important lesson is that these shocks will
continue over time. So the most important lesson
is that actually we should be building the resilience

for the next three to five years,” he said.

“You need to diversify the type of value chains
and crops that you are currently self-sufficient, and

food security becomes, now in many countries, a
matter of national security,” he added. — AFP

OMAN DAILY

onsenier -

Tel: 22651209

-

Teach schoolchildren to
think, not just to recite

The Great’s (356 BC
-323 BC) education
was unique for

his time, not because it offered
privileged access to knowledge but
because it trained him in a way of
thinking. Where other rulers leaned
on religious omens or superstition
to guide decisions, Alexander

was taught to treat the world as
something that can be understood.

That understanding was not
produced by passive acceptance or
inherited belief. It was built through
careful reasoning, disciplined
observation, and evidence that
could be examined. His teacher, the
philosopher Aristotle (384 BC -322
BC), did not ask the young Prince
merely to repeat what others said or
to adopt explanations simply because
they were repeated by authority.

He encouraged him to ask what
counts as evidence, how we know
and whether an explanation fits
what we observe. Critical thinking
is the ability to test claims against
evidence.

It is the practical skill of evaluating
ideas, recognising uncertainty and
deciding what to trust when you
meet competing explanations.

Students who learn to reason are
harder to mislead. They learn to
distinguish strong evidence from
weak assertions and to separate what
they want to be true from what the
facts support.

In 1991, Japan experienced a
catastrophic economic recession. It
quickly realised that concentrating
too heavily on rote learning in
schools had created a serious
limitation.

During this downturn in their
economy they needed individuals
who had the ability to think outside
of the box. Japanese schools trained
children to memorise and reproduce,
yet it did not equip individuals
to diagnose what was wrong, to
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Former Cambridge

Compliance rewards
is already approved

requires students to

test competing explanations or to
propose recovery strategies. There
‘was an emphasis on conformity
instead of the critical judgement
needed to work through real
problems.

‘When conditions worsen, new
policy choices are needed. Decision-
makers and their employees must be
able to analyse what is happening,
identify which explanations are
supported by evidence and think of
solutions.

Without critical thinking, recovery
efforts can become driven by
persuasive narratives that feel right
but do not match the real cause of
the problem. People without critical
thinking skills then struggle to
suggest improvements, challenge
assumptions and understand why
particular measures might work, or
fail.

Language matters in education.
Many wrong decisions begin with
words being used unclearly or with
arguments that sound good while
concealing false assumptions.

Schools should therefore
consider introducing philosophy
as an academic subject within their
curricula with a clear emphasis on
how to critically assess meaning and
how to assess rationally any decision
or judgement.

editor@omariobserverom

Wewelcome your opirions and views. Mail your

Ministry of Information

Philosophy trains students to
interpret terms carefully, ask what a
statement claims and check whether
a conclusion follows from the
reasons provided.

Students must learn to ask what
counts as evidence, not just what
is claimed. The same discipline
supports better judgement in both
study and future employment.

Problem solving in careers rarely
offers complete information or a
single model answer. It demands
evaluation, prioritisation and
reasoned choice under pressure.

The aim of education is
judgement, not compliance.
Compliance rewards repetition of
what is already approved. Judgement
requires students to justify decisions,
scrutinise assumptions and revise
conclusions when better reasons or
new evidence appear.

When students learn to check
claims against evidence and
understand what words really
mean, they get better at spotting
weak arguments, noticing hidden
assumptions and avoiding
misleading statements that aren't
supported by the facts.

Alexander’s education illustrates a
principle that still applies: teaching
should not be mere repetition. The
purpose is to cultivate evidence-
testing, careful interpretation
and rational judgement, so that
knowledge becomes usable.

Rote learning may help students
pass exams, but in a rapidly changing
world it may not give them the skills
they need to handle new problems,
evaluate competing policies or
make sound decisions when their
approach to work has to change.
Japan's experience of recession
underlined this: economic recovery
depends on individuals who can
understand what went wrong and
think of how to solve the problem
using critical thinking skills.

PO. Box 974, Postal Code 100,
Muscat,

Sultanate of Oman
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Another man’s grass is always greener

KEEPS us busy, doesn't it? It
consumes about a third of
every workday, a quarter of
our adult lives, and funds our
lifestyles, so...

Confucius said, “Choose a job you love, and
you'll never work a day in your life.” That love
is hard to find, because we rarely stay in the
one job for life. It'’s not that we don’t want to, but
the workplace has become so dynamic, with
ownership changes, corporate acquisitions,
bankruptcies, and our changing needs affecting
our ability to stay in that one job.

While staying with one employer is ideal,
it rarely happens. As many as 55 per cent of
us find our job is ‘not what it’s cracked up to
be’, and start looking around for something
else! In fact, research by parkerdewey.com
tells us that 70 per cent of us will ‘move on,
within two years. It’s not easy to find a job that
engages with talent, encourages, motivates,
and rewards, in the way we want.

So, we look around, and the grass always
appears greener elsewhere! Some jobs look
brilliant on paper, yet few measure up.
Emotion-driven jobs like the police, nursing
and teaching appeal to our moral and social
responsibilities, our desire to build futures,
to shape and save lives, drawing on empathy,
and a desire to ‘do good'. Policing can be
violent and unpleasant, nursing gruelling
and distressful, and teaching frustrating, and
incredibly demanding. Yet, thousands still
choose them.

Others are just odd. The most unusual job
Iknow is that of a ‘Chicken Sexer’, who takes

one-or-two-day-old hatchling chicks, and
gender assesses a thousand an hour, with

an incredible 98 per cent success rate, by
identifying their ‘bump)’, and long, straight
feathers among the males, ‘cockerels, or by
their ‘bubble’, and alternating long and short
feathers among female ‘pullets’.

How unique, and weird, is that job? This
‘Purchasing Specialist’, vacancy caught my
eye as being extraordinarily demanding: “The
role oversees purchase policies, procedures,
and processes, leverages product expertise,
procurement planning, strategic sourcing,
manages inbound purchase orders and
facilitates special order fulfilment, delivering
a vast product inventory, with speed and
reliability.”

This company appears to really want its
‘pound of flesh, doesn't it? That impression
was reinforced in their person specification:
“The position requires minimum A-Levels
in Mathematics and English, proficiency
with Enterprise Resource Planning systems,
Microsoft Excel, MS Office, Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, and Outlook; strong numerical,
analytical, organisational, multi-tasking,
and communication skills; experience in
computers, IT, virtual platforms, purchasing,
via vendor-specific platforms, web-based and
phone systems.”

So, they also want an immense range of
skills, don't they? So, now let’s look at the
duties, or job specs: “The appointee will
utilise the ERP system effectively for accurate
data entry, i ing, queue mar 1t
batching, communication workflow, and

Policing can
beviolent and
unpleasant,
nursing gruelling
and distressful,
and teaching
frustrating,
and incredibly
demanding. Yet,
thousands still
choose them.

purchasing; Maintain precise records within
ERP, managing and updating purchase orders;
Review lead times for effective strategic
planning; Resolve vendor delivery and
pricing issues, expedite damage and freight
claims efficiently, cultivate strong vendor
relationships, escalate problem-solving as
appropriate, and perform additional duties to
meet evolving organisational needs.”

That last clause means “and anything else...”
So, in addition to the number and complexity
of the tasks, they must be done ‘accurately,
effectively, efficiently, precisely, and reliably’,
all demanding adjectives, indicating almost
immaculate expectations, and now looking
incredibly intimidating. Yet, reading on, we
find, “The role is 37.5 hours weekly involving
routine physical activity including: bending,
lifting, and carrying up to 4kg; continuous,
prolonged use of hands and arms, extended
sitting, intermittent standing and walking;
frequent phone communication and inter-
person interactions,” which are almost
ridiculously facile, docile in comparison with
the earlier demands.

Idon't know. Maybe it's just this PC world,
but I guess they felt the need to dot i's, cross t’s,
and cover bases. That final paragraph made
me smile, then laugh, and I still smile every
time I reflect upon it.

Maybe though... you get the company
medical plan, pension plan, gym membership,
life insurance, paid holidays, professional
development opportunities, and a better
salary? So, maybe the other man’s grass is
greener?

BRAZIL'S LEFT
RALLIES AS LULA
CLOSES GAP BEFORE
RUNOFF

FACUNDO FERNANDEZ BARRIO

Brazil’s left has mounted a political fightback
ahead of the October 25 presidential runoff;
rallying supporters in the streets, overhauling its
social media campaign and pushing through a
landmark labour reform.

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, 80, was
jolted when he finished behind right-wing Senator
Flavio Bolsonaro — son of former president Jair
Bolsonaro — by 47 per cent to 45 per cent in
the October 4 first round. But a Datafolha poll
published last week showed Bolsonaro’s lead in the
runoff narrowing from four percentage points to
two, putting the rivals in a statistical tie.

Bolsonaro was on 51 per cent of valid votes
against Lula’s 49 per cent, within the survey’s two-
point margin of error.

Seeking a fourth term, Lula is now targeting the
33.4 million Brazilians who stayed away from the
first round — more than one in five eligible voters.

“Lula is still in the race, and the election is far
from decided — despite what many of us thought
after the first round,” political scientist Eduardo
Grin of the Getulio Vargas Foundation said.

Congress approved a constitutional amendment
on Wednesday abolishing Brazil’s six-day working
week, a flagship Lula campaign promise that will
give employees two paid days off without cutting
their wages.

The reform will replace the widespread “6x1”
system — six days of work followed by one day
off — with a five-day week, gradually reducing the
maximum working week from 44 to 40 hours.

The vote handed Lula, a former trade union
leader, a major victory just 10 days before the
runoff, giving him a popular achievement to
champion among working-class voters who have
traditionally formed his political base. The measure
was so widely supported that even Bolsonaro, who
had previously opposed it, voted in favour.

Lula attributed his rival’s reversal to “pressure
from society,” hailing the reform as a victory born
of the street protests demanding change.

The president has also unveiled debt relief
for small businesses, new university grants and
measures to ease fuel costs, while proposing free
weekend public transport.

His government had already increased
payments under Bolsa Familia, Brazil’s flagship
welfare programme for low-income families,
before the first round. But the flurry of economic
measures has raised concerns over government
spending in a country whose public debt already
exceeds 80 per cent of GDP,

Lula has also shaken up a digital campaign
he acknowledged was his most “disorganised” in
decades, seeking to challenge the Brazilian right’s
formidable social media operation. — AFP

Democracy-for-
of Trump sh

PRESIDENT Donald Trump

does not understand what

will happen to him if he

proceeds with his plan to trade

away support for Ukraine’s
democracy for Russian diesel, let me
spell it out: He will enter the history
books in the chapter on leaders who
sold out their country’s democratic
values to appease a dictator.

Donald Trump, meet Neville
Chamberlain. When future
students search online for “sellout,”
“appeaser” or “traitor to his country’s
core values,” their two pictures will
come up first, side by side. And
deservedly so. At least Chamberlain
was trying, in what proved to be a
lethally misguided fashion, to avoid
aworld war. Trump is trying to avoid
losing a few seats in Congress — and
is likely to be no more successful in
achieving his goal than Chamberlain
was in achieving his.

T have never believed that Trump
was somehow an agent of Russia’s
leader, Vladimir Putin, or in his
pay. It is much worse. He simply
does not cherish democracy. He
cherishes money. And he has no
problem selling the first for the
second. When he acts in his own
commercial interests, that’s his
personal business. When he uses
the American presidency to make a
buck, it is our collective shame.

There is simply no core American
value Trump will not sell. Desperate
to lower diesel prices, which
are hurting Republicans in the
midterms, Trump actually made
a deal to import diesel fuel from
Russia, even though it offers a
potential windfall for the Kremlin so
it can bomb Ukraine harder — and
is unlikely to help lower prices or
increase supplies much at all.

Worse, his aides then asked
Ukraine to refrain from attacks
on Russia’s oil refineries, without
Trump making the same demand
of Putin regarding Ukraine’s energy
infrastructure. It makes me sick to
my stomach to even type this.

Unique among great powers,

“the United States has always made
the protection and promotion of

The vie q
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Desperate to lower
diesel prices,
which are hurting
Republicans in the
midterms, Trump
actually made a
deal to import diesel
fuel from Russia,
even though it offers
a potential windfall
for the Kremlin so it
can bomb Ukraine
harder — and is
unlikely to help
lower prices or
increase supplies
much at all.

those of

liberal values part of its foreign
policy because it’s part of the
country’s political DNA,” said
Michael Mandelbaum, the author

of the new book “The American

Way of Foreign Policy: Ideology,
Economics, Democracy.” “Different
presidents have given these values
different emphases, depending on
the circumstances and their own
personal predilections.” But none
have “ever abandoned them entirely
— let alone repudiated them,”
Mandelbaum added. “In that sense,
Trump really is unique. Of course,
all presidents, including him, have
operated in a domestic political
environment in which those values
are widely shared, which means
that he will pay a political price for
violating them. But in the short term,
that isn't likely to help Ukraine.” This
is shocking to Ukrainians, who for
nearly five years have been resisting
Putin’s attempt to wipe their country
off the map.

My friend Vitaly Sych, the editor-
in-chief of the Ukrainian news
outlet NV, texted me from Kyiv the
other day: “When Donald Trump
became president, Ukraine lost an
ally” From his first days in office,
Trump “started positioning himself
as a ‘negotiator, as an ‘intermediary’
between Ukraine and the aggressor
— Russia,” Sych added. “That was
strange enough. And now he is
openly siding with Russia, pushing
for Ukraine’s capitulation and calling
ita peace deal,” Sych said. “If Ukraine
hits an oil refinery in Russia, there is
always an outraged post from the US
president on Truth Social.

Is he now the Kremlin's
spokesperson?” The United States
has long stood for freedom and
democracy, Sych said. “Now they
are just for diesel. What a change.”
Russian missiles and drones kill or
wound dozens of civilians, including
children, every day, he wrote.
“Russians are killing uslikeina
shooting range. No concern comes
out about this from the White House.

Only about Russian diesel. It
is a mix of intellectual and moral
bankruptcy to claim we don’t want

not reflect the opinion of the Observer

iesel deal
ames us all

peace. Of course we want peace,” he
said. “But we don't want capitulation
packaged as peace.” I have to say, it

is hard for me to decide who is more
despicable: Trump or tough-guy
Republican senators like Tom Cotton,
who lambasted president Joe Biden
for not sending enough military aid
to Ukraine and today sits curled up
in a corner of the US Capitol, saying
nothing while Trump sells Ukraine to
Putin outright.

Here’s the beginning of a story in
The Hill from September 16, 2023: A
group of Republican senators senta
letter to president Biden on Saturday
urging him to “immediately” provide
the missiles Ukraine needs to win
its war against Russia. Senator Tom
Cotton (R-Ark.) shared the letter in
a post on X, the platform formerly
known as Twitter, arguing that not
sending the weapons would “only
prolong the war and cost lives.”
Cotton was joined by Senators Roger
Wicker (R-Miss.), Susan Collins
(R-Maine) and Lindsey Graham
(R-S.C.) in his request. “We... urge you
to immediately send MGM-140 Army
Tactical Missile Systems (ATACMS)
to Ukraine,” they wrote. “Additional
delay will only further undermine
US national security interests and
extend this conflict.” That was then —
when Biden was president.

This week, a bipartisan group
of 12 senators (six Republicans
and six Democrats) sent a letter to
Trump demanding that he rescind
the diesel agreement and roll back
the Treasury Department’s licence
allowing it. Cotton, who is the chair
of the Senate Intelligence Committee,
did not sign the letter.

It is hard to tell whether Trump’s
democracy-for-diesel idea is his
alone or was cooked up with his
negotiators, Steve Witkoff and Jared
Kushner. If those two are part of it, I
hope they understand that they will
share Trump's infamy in the history
books. The good work they have
done to end the war in the Gaza Strip
will all be forgotten. They should
speak up now, because history will
have its eyes on them, too.

— The New York Times
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City cannot afford
to neglect youth
mental health

orld Mental Health Month, observed each

October, may not command the same public

attention in Hong Kong as it does elsewhere.
Yet the latest revelations about suicides among local
schoolchildren should serve as a sobering call for more
urgent action. With those aged 15 or below accounting
for 60 per cent or more of suspected student suicide
deaths over the past three academic years, and the
under-15 suicide rate climbing to 2.9 per 100,000 - the
highest since 2016 - the city cannot afford to treat youth
mental health as a peripheral concern.

1t is worrying that the respective numbers of
suspected student suicide cases reported to the
Education Bureau by primary and secondary schools
hovered between 23 and 33 in the three school years
between 2023 and 2026. The proportions of cases
involving students aged 15 or below were 60 per cent,
67 per cent and 65 per cent, respectively, according to
figures submitted to the Legislative Council.

The Hong Kong Jockey Club Centre for Suicide
Research and Prevention at the University of Hong
Kong earlier estimated that there were 976 suicide
cases, or 13 per 100,000 residents, last year - a slight
decline from 2024, based on data provided by the
Coroner’s Court. While rates declined across nearly all
age groups, the figure rose among those aged under 15
to 2.9 per 100,000, the highest level since 2016.

These are not just cold numbers. Behind them are
individual sad stories that add up to a disturbing social
ill. Sorrow and sympathy aside, the disturbing trend
should prompt a fundamental rethinking of what better
support can be rendered to young people, with regard
tod and exam p digital envi
and family relations,

The government, to its credit, introduced a three-tier
mechanism in 2023 to identify and help students in
distress. Now covering Primary Four to Form Six
students, the scheme focuses on early identification
and immediate assistance by prioritising the students
using school resources, and in more severe situations,
activating an off-campus network for outside help. It
was revealed that 855 cases had been referred to the
off-campus support network teams, while 547 cases
were referred to psychiatric services between
December 1, 2023, and July 31 this year.

With an average of 17 high-risk referrals every
month since 2023, the official mechanism is arguably
serving its purpose. But it also reflects that the general
mental wellness of local students leaves a lot to be
desired.

The suicide trend among youngsters sits within a
broader pattern of distress among different age groups.
A happiness index of Hong Kong adults only scored
5.87 out of 10, down from 5.95 last year. More than 40
per cent of the respondents reported moderate to
severe depressive symptoms, according to a study by
HKWeCare, an initiative under non-profit organisation
Wofoo Social Enterprises.

There is no shortage of studies on the factors
contributing to suicide. From study pressure to peer
i and family p can be
victimised easily if they lack support and guidance
through difficulties. It remains unclear whether those
who took their lives had received professional help
under the three-tier mechanism. But the suicide tallies
over the past few years show prevention must be
further strengthened.

Suicide is complex, shaped by interpersonal, social
and personal factors that no single measure can fully
address. But the p iling trend among
points to systemic issues that society must seriously
address lest more tragedies happen.

The measures outlined in the chief executive’s
policy address to enhance mental health are positive
steps. These include extending the school-based
mechanism, expanding the Healthy Mind Pilot Project
to all District Health Centres, strengthening education
and support for parents and teachers on mental health
and broadening participation in the Mental Health
Workplace Charter.

A ly effective p
against suicide starts with a culture rooted in positive
values and a healthy environment for personal growth
and development. With wider public discussion and
more proactive policy support, the city can hopefully
mark future mental health months with more good
news,
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Language matters in
the birth rate debate

HK’s fertility woes are not just about affordability. They might also involve the use of
grammatical structures and how they may contribute to shaping views of the future

hen Hong Kong debates
how to raise its birth rate,
the conversation usually

revolves around money: bigger
baby bonuses, tax concessions,
housing support, cheaper childcare
and so on. These economic
measures are necessary. Lowering
the cost of raising a child removes
some real and immediate barriers.

However, there is another,
lesser-known factor that works
more subtly and implicitly. It comes
not from economics but from the
structure of the language or
languages we speak each day.

Consider a simple contrast. In
English, one says, “Yesterday it
rained. Now it is raining. Tomorrow
it will rain” In Chinese, the same
three sentences need no such
grammatical marking. The verb
does not change. The future is not
grammatically separated from the
present.

This is the distinction around
which behavioural economist Keith
Chen built his research. He
classified languages by whether
they oblige speakers to mark the
future grammatically. English does.
Chinese does not. Chen found that
speakers of languages with weak or
no future-time marking tend to save
more, plan more and invest more in
long-term health than speakers of
languages with strong future-time
marking.

The logic is simple. If the future
is not grammatically distant, it feels
present. If it feels present, its
burdens feel present, too. That is
why speakers of weak future-time
languages tend to save more and
plan more - they are already living
with the future.

However, the same closeness
that drives saving can also drive
anxiety and hesitation. A young
couple who feel the future as
present might also feel the weight of
a child’s future as present and
hesitate to take on a commitment

allows a logical projection. If weak
future-time marking brings the
future closer in the mind, then
future obligations could also feel
more imminent.

Chen's data even touches on
contraceptive use, though he
classifies it as a health behaviour
rather than a fertility decision. Read
differently, it could point in a similar
direction: using condoms more
often can mean fewer children.

This is not to claim that language
determines or causes fertility
directly. It only says that the way we
speak might shape how vividly we
imagine the future and how much
weight that imagined future carries
in making significant life decisions.
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The way we
speak might
shape how
vividly we
imagine the

Suture

Hong Kong is well placed to
examine this projection. According
to the most recent census,
Cantonese remains the usual
language of about 88 per cent of the
population while English is the
usual language of about 4.6 per
cent

The complication is that many
residents are not monolingual.
Among higher-skilled workers,
about 85 to 91 per cent can read
and write both Chinese and English.
Roughly 57 to 60 per cent possess
“biliterate and trilingual” abilities
covering Cantonese, English and
Mandarin.

This means many Hong Kong

subtly shape how close or distant
the future feels and how much
weight it carries.

This is not an argument against
economic measures. Baby bonuses,
housing support and childcare
subsidies address real barriers, and
they should remain central to
fertility policy. My argument is for
adding another dimension that
might have been overlooked.

If language structure shapes
how people perceive the future,
then policies that affect language
use can have effects that current
policy evaluation does not yet
capture. Economic measures alone
will not solve this issue completely.
There is value in pursuing
alternatives.

One way to explore this would
be to examine whether the
language in which couples discuss
family planning makes a difference
to how they describe their plans,
hopes and hesitations. A simple
exercise like a future family portrait
can help couples map the future
generations they can imagine and
the languages, places and hopes
associated with each. This would
not solve the fertility problem
instantly, but it might help couples
articulate what they want and help
policymakers see how they imagine
the future.

In short, Hong Kong's fertility
challenge might not be only an
affordability problem. It might also
partly be a problem of which
language we speak and how that
shapes the way the future is
perceived.

No policy can make someone
want a child. Policy can shape the
conditions in which that desire is
formed, though, and language can
be one of those conditions. The
question is not only “Can families
afford a child these days?” but also
“Can they see the future their
children will live in?"” How they see
it might depend on the language in
which they see it.

Dr Zhisheng (Edward) Wen is an
associate division head at the College

that stretches decades ahead. couples do not simply speak one
A couple speaking English might  type of language. They move

feel the same obligations but feel between them, often within the

them less i i h same ¢ ion. If Chen’s

finding it easier to take the first step.  findings hold, the ical
Chen was not writing about structure of the language they are

fertility directly, but his finding

using at any given moment can

of and Cc
Education, Hong Kong Polytechnic
University

Zhisheng
Wen

The hidden crises
carers are facing

In many families, parents can
breathe a little easier once their
child turns 18. But for carers of
children with special educational
needs (SEN), parental challenges
only increase and often multiply as
the years go on.

Love 21 Foundation recently
surveyed 210 families caring for
neurodiverse loved ones, and the
findings are alarming, Sixty-three
per cent reported at least one family
member struggling with mental or
emotional distress. The survey also
revealed that many are facing
financial strain.

The challenges are plentiful and
complex. Our family support team
regularly encounters carers on the
brink of collapse: mothers deprived
of sleep while tending to sleepless
children; elderly parents struggling
with depression while supporting
their adult children who are going
through the same battle.

Many carers appear cheerful on
the outside, but confided during our
therapy sessions their feelings of
hopelessness and even suicidal
thoughts. However, these resilient
and dedicated parents consistently
do everything they can to prioritise
their child’s health and happiness.

At Love 21 Foundation we strive
to improve our members’ well-
being and self-care abilities, helping
them to build healthy lives and
integrate into the community
through a wider range of activities.
Our caring community model
provides a safe space for members
to feel connected and loved. We
support carers by teaching practical
parenting skills and building peer
support networks for them to have
fun and get some rest with fellow
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‘Share your views with us and other
SCMP readers in a Letter to the Editor.
Include your full name and address,
plus a phone number for verification.
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2 maximum of 400 words.
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Address: 19/F, Tower One,
Times Square, 1 Matheson Street,
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong.

carers who face similar challenges.
You too can play a part. This Mental
Health Month, let’s commit beyond
awareness by contributing towards
fostering a community where every
family feels seen, supported and
valued.

Jeff Rotmeyer, founder and CEO,
Love 21 Foundation

Eruptions have an
impact on weather

Climate change with long-term
global impacts differs from weather

with short-term local or regional
impacts. Due to this reason,
extreme weather events such as

volcanic eruption in Iceland. The
2011-12 El Hierro submarine
volcanic eruption in the Canary

floods and droughts reported by the  Islands apparently caused hot
media in different parts of the world ~ sea-surface water to develop in the
cannot easily be regarded as North Atlantic; notable extreme
evidence for climate change. weather events in 2012 included
The study of observation records  record low Arctic sea ice,
in Hong Kong and elsewhere has 1 d land ice sheet
shown the following: 1963, the melting and Hurricane Sandy,
driest year on record since 1844 in which devastated New York.
Hong Kong, was influenced by the The long-lasting and strong
Agung volcanic eruption on Bali, 2014-16 El Nino-Southern
Indonesia; 1982, the second wettest  Oscillation was apparently caused
year on record in Hong Kong, was by a combination of volcanic
influenced by the El Chichon eruptions in the Pacific Ocean.
volcanic eruption in Mexico; 1991, Important contributors identified
the I1th driest year in Hong Kong, include Nishino-shima, Hunga and
was i d by the Pi b Wolf vol 3
volcanic eruption in the Philippines. The record rainfall in eastern
Satellite tracking shows that the  Australia and New Zealand in
severe rainstorm on June 7, 2008, February 2022 was apparently a
that resulted in 2,400 landslides on  result of the 2021-22 Tongan
Lantau Island and elsewhere in volcanic eruption cloud interfering
Hong Kong coincided with the with regional jet streams,
arrival of an eruption cloud The above findings have been
P ing the This i to the Volcanic Impacts
cloud originating from the Chaiten on Climate and Society working
voleanic eruption in Chile on May 2,  group of the Past Global Changes

2008 circled the globe one-and-a-
half times before reaching Lantau.
The wettest year on record in
Hurbanovo, Slovakia - 2010 - was
influenced by the Eyjafjallajokull

A social inclusion run for children with special educational needs. Photo: Eugene Lee

project. Volcanic eruptions are an
underestimated cause of regional
weather variability.

Wyss Yim, Pok Fu Lam

Passengers still
can’t grab a bite

I was disappointed to find that there
are still no food outlets, beverage
shops or vending machines inside
the departure hall of West Kowloon
high-speed rail station. Is there a
reason for this? Some passengers
may not have enough time to grab a
bite before their train journey.

Laychoo Wong, Admiralty
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China’s ‘golden week’
breaks come at a cost

Extended holiday periods might look generous on paper, but they can conceal the
working days shifted elsewhere on employee calendars to make it possible

or iPhone users in China, the
F calendar has long presented a

small but recurring problem.
On a Sunday designated as a
make-up workday, an alarm might
remain silent. On a regular Friday
converted into a day off, it might
ring anyway.

Nearly 17 years after entering the
Chinese market, Apple quietly
updated its operating system in
September to automatically
recognise China’s official schedule
of adjusted holidays and workdays.
The fix is modest, but it points to a
larger question: what happens
when a society’s working week no
longer matches the natural cadence
of the days?

The issue transcends a foreign
tech giant adapting to local rules.
China’s holiday calendar is not a
static record of dates but a dynamic
mechanism for redistributing public
time. By moving weekend leave to
around national holidays,
policymakers engineer longer
continuous breaks at the expense of
a predictable working week,
effectively using time as an
administrative lever.

China's practice of swapping
workdays for extended leave is not
an ancient cultural tradition but an
instrument of modern
macroeconomic management.
Conceived in the wake of the Asian
financial crisis in the late 1990s, the
system was designed to jump-start
domestic spending through
multi-day “golden weeks”. By
grafting adjacent weekends onto
national holidays, the state
converted leisure into fiscal
stimulus, funnelling consumer
capital into concentrated travel
surges.

However, that blueprint relies on
borrowing time from the working
week. While preserving traditional
observances such as the Chinese
New Year and Mid-Autumn Festival,
the official calendar creates
extended breaks without expanding
overall statutory leave. To
compensate, employees are
required to forfeit standard
weekends, enduring gruelling
six-day working weeks. What
functions on paper as an
encouragement for tourism ends up
disrupting the basic cadence of
private enterprise and daily life.

However, predictability
determines the real value of leisure.
Unbroken weekends provide the
foundational certainty required to
schedule medical appointments,
organise childcare or maintain
household routines. When an
overnight administrative directive
can convert a Sunday into a

Tuesday, that microeconomic

quality of the leisure that the

stability ishes, state is meant to buy.
intervention into the domestic A week of uninterrupted leave
sphere. might look generous on paper, but it

The United States offers a useful, ~can conceal the working days
though imperfect, contrast. In 1971 shifted elsewhere to make it

several federal holiday observances
were moved to Mondays. George
Washington’s birthday, for example,
is now observed on the third
Monday in February rather than on
its historical date of February 22.
The reform made several federal
holidays more predictable by
placing their observance on
Mondays, creating regular three-day
weekends rather than allowing
those holidays to interrupt the
working week.

The American approach accepts
that a holiday need not be observed
on the exact date of the event it
commemorates. In contrast, China
generally retains traditional festival
dates while rearranging the

possible. When extended holidays
are bracketed by unusually long
working stretches, the fatigue they
create can undermine the recovery
that time off is meant to provide. A
calendar can count days of leave
with precision, but it cannot tell us
whether people have had enough
time to recover, maintain their
routines or spend unhurried time
with their families.

Apple’s update addresses one
small consequence of this system.
The alarm can now follow an
official schedule that a conventional
weekly calendar cannot reliably
convey. For users, this means one
less source of uncertainty in a
working week already made less

Michael Han

sur g work o predictable by official rescheduli
create longer breaks. The American  Technology has adapted to the
system shifts the observance; the ini ive calendar, i

Chinese system shifts working days.
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Policymakers
engineer longer
continuous
breaks at the
expense of a
predictable
working week

Neither arrangement is free of
compromise. The difference lies in
how each system distributes the
burden of coordination. Moving a
holiday to Monday makes time off
easier to anticipate. Rearranging the
working week requires indivi

government decisions into a more
dependable signal for daily life.
Even so, the convenience of a
better-timed alarm should not
obscure the larger questions raised
by the system itself: how working
days are arranged, how much
disruption economic efficiency can
Jjustify and who ultimately bears the
cost of public time being
reorganised. A policy designed to
create longer holidays could
generate economic benefits in the
aggregate while imposing less
visible costs on individual lives.
Technology can make such a
schedule easier to navigate, but it
cannot determine whether its costs
and benefits are fairly distributed.
A holiday calendar is never
merely an accounting of days off. It
reflects a society’s priorities: which
dates deserve protection, which
economic objectives take
precedence and how much

y people are to

and employers to adjust their
routines, sometimes at the expense
of the predictable weekends that
ordinarily anchor working life.

The economic rationale for
China’s approach is to stimulate
domestic consumption by
concentrating travel and spending
into extended holiday periods.
However, higher spending in those
windows might not be a bonus:
some purchases are simply brought

surrender. The question is not
whether governments should
organise public time but how far
that authority should extend into
private life. As China seeks to shift
towards consumption-led growth,
the ability to plan and enjoy free
time might matter as much as the
number of holidays on offer.

A more effective calendar would
not simply count days of leave. It
would return control of time to the

forward or p from other
weeks. Concentration also carries a
price that spending figures do not
record. Crowded transport, rising
accommodation costs and
congested tourist sites reduce the

ic actors who drive
sustainable expansion.

Michael Han is assistant president and
Shanghai general manager at Yuepu
Technology Group

Nlustration: Mario Rivera
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Singapore’s
version of
applied
Confucianism
got us from third
world to first

Singaporeans
facing a road
to nowhere
in particular

Ex-minister said unhappiness may
be precondition for achievement,
but some are opting out of system
that is optimised for progress

t a recent Bloomberg
forum, Singapore’s former

foreign minister George
Yeo was asked about the city state

making the lists of the richest and

unhappiest countries. He let slip

what may be founding prime

minister Lee Kuan Yew's coldest Chang
legacy quote: “We can promise Zi Qian

economic development,

infrastructure, education,

whatever. But never promise happiness.” Yeo added
that unhappiness may even be a precondition for
achievement.

In the national pledge, citizens of Singapore
promise to achieve “happiness, prosperity and
progress for our nation”. Sixty years on, we have
nailed prosperity and progress. We have the hospitals,
the schools, the trains that run (mostly) on time.
Shouldn’t we be happy we pulled off the feat of rising
“from third world to first”, as the title of Lee’s
memoirs goes?

ly, h is an aspiration but not the

promised land.

Speaking as a Singaporean, none of this shocks
me. We've long known our national default setting is
“achieve”, not “enjoy”. But it raises an awkward
question: if happiness was never on the to-do list,
what exactly have we been grinding away for? In the
first place, how did we end up here?

Historian Wang Gungwu, on a recent podcast, may
have offered an explanation. He set out the old
Confucian “mandate of heaven” concept whereby
capable, caring rulers govern well and good subjects
know their place and don't complain - a political
operating system that struck me as remarkably
similar to the one in Singapore.

Which brings me to my theory, submitted with the
usual disclaimers about my own confusion and
audacity: Singapore’s version of applied Confucianism
got us from third world to first. Personal happiness
was never in the road map. At its core, Confucianism
was never a philosophy about how to be happy.

It was a philosophy about how to be governable.
Read it as a management manual rather than a moral
one and the picture clicks into place: everyone gets a
role and your job is to perform your role well under a
hierarchy that is drummed into you from birth.
Singapore even tried adding Confucian studies to the
national curriculum in the 1980s.

1 was back in Singapore recently, and by day three
1 was reminded of the national sport: competing for a
seat. On the MRT at 8am, at the hawker centre at
noon and again on the ride home at 6pm. Three times
a day, the city reminds us there
isn't quite enough to go around, so
we all have to be quicker or better
than the next person.

As I sipped my warm soy
drink, however, it struck me this
was never really about seats. It's a
daily rehearsal for the multi-stop
race Singaporeans are conditioned
to take part in: study hard,
graduate, work, apply for a BTO
(Build-To-Order flat), get married,
have kids, get them into a good
school, keep their grades up, get
them into university, then watch
them retrace your steps.

A society where everyone knows their lane is easy
to manage - and that, not individual well-being, has
always been the point. Nowhere is this clearer than in
our national exams, where teenagers compete to
validate their self-worth, in a tradition going back
1,400 years to the Sui dynasty.

Scholars back then didn’t compete to differentiate
themselves in a marketplace of ideas. They competed
to align as closely as possible with whatever the
emperor wanted so as to be granted the privilege of
serving as a loyal extension of imperial authority. It
was i ion masked as petition. This
is still very much alive today, except that the emperor
has been rebranded as a government scholarship.

However, the cast meant to perpetuate this order
may be quietly walking off the set. Singapore’s total
fertility rate hit a record low of 0.87 last year, down
from 0.97 the year before. If there was never a
promise of h perhaps some Si
have decided they cannot, in good conscience,
promise it to anyone else either - least of all their own
child.

‘Wang’s explanation offers a clue here: the mandate
of heaven depends on people being satisfied with
good governance and people have always had a way
to deliver their verdict. Previously, that meant
rebelling and toppling a dynasty. Today it's quieter: it
could be a friend taking a job overseas, a couple
moving to Thailand, a woman deciding not to have a
second child, or a first. Nobody storms the palace.
People just stop showing up for the roles assigned
them.

Lee never promised us happiness, and to be fair,
he never pretended otherwise. But without it, life in
Singapore starts to look like a very long, very efficient
commute to nowhere in particular.

Chang Zi Qian is a visiting scholar at the University of
California, Berkeley School of Law
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In our opinion, Gov. JB Pritzker
isa fundamentally decent, moder-
ate, perspicacious leader with
the potential, even in this pend-
ing third term when voter fatigue
typically sets in, to be a transfor-
mative governor of Illinois.

1t’s further our opinion that
cannot happen until his unde-
clared but self-evident campaign
for president of the United States
isdone and dusted.

That’s not to argue that Pritzker
does not have the right to pursue
the highest office in the land or
that he has no chance of winning.
‘What kind of president he would
be is an editorial for another day
but, certainly, he would be a vast
improvement over the shame-
less hustler currently occupying
the Oval Office. And, of course,

SCOTT STANTIS/FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Two-term incumbent Pritzker and downstate
farmer Bailey vie in gubernatorial rematch

Gov. JB Pritzker, left, and Republican nominee challenger Darren Bailey
prepare for their gubernatorial debate at WTTW-Ch. 11 on Tuesday in
Chicago. ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

mansion. It requires re-opening
for business and growth and, not

anyone whor bers the opti-
mistic hoards streaming up Mich-
igan Avenue after Barack Obama
made his victory speech for presi-
dent of the United States in Grant
Park well knows the local benefits
ofa Chicagoan assuming the pres-
idency. President Pritzker would
be very good for our city; even for
those who abhor the idea.

‘We’re not even complaining
about the competing demands his
dual campaigns — one declared,
one undeclared — place on Pritz-
ker’s time, even though the gover-
nor did not find time to speak to us
while he made alast-minute deci-
sion to go out of state. For public
consumption, that was in order
to support fellow Democrats. But
Illinoisans not born yesterday
know the real reason.

No, our argument this day as
Tllinoisans ponder whether to
vote for a third Pritzker term or go
‘with his challenger Darren Bailey
is something different.

Itis to assert that the interests
of the people of Illinois currently
do not align with the interests
of someone appealing to Demo-
cratic presidential primary voters,
which requires a hard left turn.
Especially when your pollingis no
doubt telling you that progressives
and anti-capitalists will struggle
to trust any billionaire, however
seemingly benign.

It’s axiomatic that primary
contests, dominated by the
(now very online) true believers,
require catering to the political
extremes, then allowing the victo-
rious candidate, in time-honored
fashion, to tack back toward the
center or center-left, which is
‘where Pritzker actually haslived
and lives. But in Pritzker’s case,
we are seeinga drastic amount of
over-compensation.

Tllinois does not require a
hard left turn in the governor’s

latedly, it requires aleader
getting a handle on the debili-
tating gap in our state between
retirement benefits that have been
promised to the state’s workers
and the actual funding set aside to
pay for them.

There are of course awhole
variety of barriers to solving that
problem, some structural, some
constitutional, all intensely polit-
ical. But that doesn’t change the
necessity.

Poking at Trump, a favorite
Pritzker sport, plays well with the
Democratic base but comes at the
cost of high-powered retribution,
likely extending for two more
years, The mayor of New York,
who lives far to Pritzker’s left, has
chosen toplay adifferent hand
with, so far, better local results.

‘The governor also has to pay
attention to the perceived public
safety crisis in the state’s larg-
estcity; that cannot be solved by
pretending the problem started
and ended with the loathsome
ICE incursions or that some
liberal prosecutors did not drop
theb:

Chicago needs rebranding,
especially on the international
stage. And, yes, that’s also a gover-
nor’s job.

JPMorgan Chase CEO Jamie
Dimon’s Wednesday remarks at
the Economic Club of Chicago
were widely reported locally and
he was of course mindful of his
hosts. But we'd suggest the bigger
lesson for the city lies in what
Dimon said not at the Economic
Club, but a few days earlier at the
University of Michigan, when
he did not have to be polite to his
former hometown. In Ann Arbor,
he was sharply critical about the
business climate in Illinois and,
atthe same time, determined to
highlight the critical role busi-
nesses have played in Detroit’s

continued growth and revital-
ization. Dimon thinks businesses
should engage in “catalytic philan-
thropy” in Detroit and Chicago, as
dowe.

Pritzker surely does, too. Buthe
also worries altogether too much
about selling that to abunch of
anti-capitalist primary voters.

To put some specific bones on
this problem, we offer House Bill
3657, signed into law in July 2025
and colloquially known as the
pension sweetener bill chang-
ing the final salary calculations
and other machinations aimed
atimproving retirement bene-
fits for Chicago firefighters and
firstresponders hired under the
so-called “Tier 2” state pension
scheme. The signing of that bill,
surely Pritzker’s biggest mistake
of that year and arguably of his
second term, added some $11.1
billion to Chicago’s retirement
debt, according to the city. The
city could not and cannot afford it,
as Pritzker surely knew.

‘When questioned, he generally
has asserted that the mayor did
not personally call him or ask fora
veto as the legislation was moving
through the legislature (although
Brandon Johnson’s administra-
tionhas disputed some of that
characterization). To our mind,
that issue is moot. Is Chicago not
inIllinois? Isn’t improving the
fiscal health of Chicago, or at least
not worsening it, also the job of
the governor? Chicagoans expect
Pritzker to defend us from prof-
ligate mayoral borrowing and
spending, not add to it. Moreover,
he knows we do.

Is this all enough, then, to cast
voters into the arms of Darren
Bailey, a conservative downstate
farmer with a history of pitting
Chicago against the rest of the
state? Or maybe those of Collin
Corbett, avery smart policy wonk
whose fascinating and often
simpatico meeting with us gave

us much fodder for future edito-
rials and made us wish he were
running for the Illinois House or
Senate in arace he had achance
of winning, Springfield could use
people with practical centrist
ideaslike Corbett, even if gover-

' norlooks like a bridge too far.

Obviously, there is an expe-
rience deficit between Pritzker
and his rivals, although unlike
the previous governor of Illinois,
Bruce Rauner, Bailey has served in
the legislature. Obviously, Bailey’s
pro-life positions (with which we
long have disagreed) and unapolo-
getic adherence to what one might
reasonably summarize as tradi-
tional, faxmly, dewestem values

i

“I'mean, I don’t even talk
to them. I don’t like them.
What do you want me

to say? I don't like being
around them

INDIANA DEMOCRATIC
COUNTY COUNCIL
CANDIDATE JAIME WEST, 0n
Republicans in a now-viral
candidate forum

“The chest X-ray revealed
good recovery of the
operated lung Overall, his
postoperative recovery is
proceeding as expected.”
DR.LUIGI CARBONE AND DR.
STEFANO MARGARITORA,
doctors for Pope Leo X1V,
who underwent surgery to
remove a cancerous nodule
from his lung

“The Inspector General
reopened this case only
weeks ago, after the
former student said

she had never been
interviewed the first time.
Investigators finally spoke
with her in late September
and with Mr. Dominguez
last week. Now the matter
is closed, in the middle of
an election, after City Hall
publicly demanded that
the office move quickly. A
process this compressed
raises questions that
deserve answers, whatever
the outcome.”

CHICAGO BOARD OF
EDUCATION PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE JESSICA BIGGS,
on the OIG finding of “no
actionable evidence”

of wrongdoing in an
investigation into alleged
misconduct by Hilario
Dominguez

“It’s this selfless approach,
it’s playing for one
another, playing for

the Chicago White Sox

willbead for many
swing voters, especially women.
For others, a Trump endorsement,
even though Bailey told us it was
unsolicited and came as a surprise,
will have the same effect.

But we've had three meetings
with Bailey, who's now running
for asecond time against Pritzker.
Atthe fire-and-brimstone first,
we wondered if he knew he was
talking to a Chicago newspaper.
But at the last two, we found him a
changed and more compassionate
man determined to mend fences
in Northern Illinois, which we
respected. He may be adown-
state conservative but he is smart
and quite different from the rigid,
cro-magnum stereotype depicted
in Pritzker campaign ads.

Bailey emphasized to us his
commitment to improving the
state’s schools. He said he would
tackle the affordability crisis by
temporarily suspending and then
rolling back the gas tax (which
would of course leave a large
revenue hole) and rolling back
the new tollway increases (ditto,
albeit in the world of transit). He
also promised a rigorous focus on
improving public safety as part of
his trifecta of priorities.

‘We found Bailey open to
supportinga pathway to citizen-
ship for undocumented Illinois-
ans of long-term standing. He said
he saw the inherent inequity of
cash bail. He insisted he would
work across the aisle as he had
done in the past. His approach to
the ICE overreach, he said, would
have been to pick up the phone to
the White House and negotiate.

So voters have a pretty stark
choice to make although we find
both candidates to be honorable
men who care about their state.

As per the policy of the Tribune
Publishing Board of Directors, we
are notendorsing in this race.

Just to be clear: The race we are
talking about here is governor of
Tllinois.

organization. And the
‘power of establishing
an identity is that it can
replicate throughout an
organization, whether it be
our minor-league players
observing this, certainly
our coaches, could be
our evaluators when it
comes to acquisitions.
That clarity allows us to
not only go out there and
identify players we feel
like can be a fit and be part
of what we have going on
here, but players within
the organization that want
to conduct their business a
certain way, play a certain
style, a winning style, for
one another.”

CHICAGO WHITE SOX GM
CHRIS GETZ

“I'm just glad I'm not
going to be known as the
governor that lost the
Bears.”

REPUBLICAN GUBERNATORIAL
CANDIDATE DARREN BAILEY

TO GOV.JB PRITZKER DURING
WTTW FORUM

“She has been a wonderful
asset to the team, and we
wish her well.”

WHITE HOUSE PRESS
SECRETARY KATIE ZACHARIA,
on President Donald Trump's
administration asking
Kimberly Guilfoyle to resign
from her position as U.S.
ambassador to Greece
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OPINION

How the Illinois congressional
delegation can avoid endless brawling

John T. Shaw

Doubtless, when the midterm
elections are over and the next
Congress convenes in Janu-
ary, fierce partisanship and
angry polarization will continue
unabated in the United States.
This is the age of contention in
American politics. It’s also likely
that the Illinois congressional
delegation will be sorely tempted
tobe full participants in this
endless brawling.

There are 14 Illinois Democrats
inthe U.S. House and only three
Republicans. The two U.S. sena-
tors are also Democrats, as are all
the constitutional officers and the
governor.

Grievances abound. Illinois
Republicans are angry that the
congressional map is deliberately
drawn to their serious disadvan-
tage, with some districts almost
comically gerrymandered. Illinois
Democrats believe their GOP
counterparts have failed to stand
up to President Donald Trump’s
administration and lobby effec-
tively for Illinois.

If Democrats win control of the
U.S. House and Senate in Novem-
ber, llinois Democrats may feel
triumphant and emboldened
with Republicans dispirited and
beleaguered. This is notarecipe
for conciliation, compromise and
cooperation.

Butregardless of the over-
all outcome, there will be a new
dynamic in the Illinois delega-
tion. Even if the ultimate partisan
breakdown does not change, there
will be five new House members
and anew U.S. senator from Illi-
nois.

This presents an opportunity
fora fresh start.

Tllinois lawmakers in Wash-
ington need to find ways to work
together for the good of the Prai-
rie State, moving to higher ground
and setting smallness aside.

The Illinois delegation has few
practices and structures to bring
lawmakers together. Individual
members cooperate on ¢ i

The U.S. Capitol dome is seen through a window in the Cannon House Office Building rotunda on May 20 in Washington. BILL CLARK/CQ ROLLCALL

If Democrats win control
of the U.S. House and
Senate in November,
Illinois Democrats

may feel triumphant
and emboldened with
Republicans dispirited and
beleaguered. This is not
a recipe for conciliation,
compromise and
cooperation.

blican co: and US.

projects and informally discuss
issues, particularly when they
serve on the same committees.
However, thisisa far cry from
earlier times when lawmakers
met regularly, participated in spir-
ited and substantive policy discus-
sions, enjoyed informal dinners
and even carpooled back home
during congressional breaks.
“The Illinois delegation had a
long tradition of bipartisanship,”
Ray LaHood, a former Illinois

secretary of transportation, told
me. “Unfortunately, that’s gone.
‘We are in a completely different
era”

What can be done to encour-
age cross-party collaboration? I
propose this road map.

First, the Illinois congressional
delegation should hold a retreat
for lawmakers and their families
at an Illinois university early in
the next Congress. I propose it
be co-hosted by outgoing Demo-

cratic Sen. Dick Durbin and
aHood.

Theretreat would include
policy sessions, informal recep-
tions and presentations about Illi-
nois history. The working sessions
should include panel discussions
with mayors, labor and business
leaders, college and university
presidents, and constitutional
officers. The goal is to develop an
Illinois agenda in Washington and
improve personal relationships

1

party for a day of meetingsand a
Joint public event. The two sena-
tors should visit each congressio-
nal district annually for meetings
organized by its representative.
Finally, the delegation co-chairs
should host a weekly coffee for
Tllinoisans visiting Washing-
ton with brief opening remarks
and opportunities for a Q&A and
photos. Allmembers would be
strongly encouraged to attend.
In 1985, U.S. Sen. Paul Simon

among the delegation

This retreat would become an
ongoing event, held ata different
Illinois university every two years,
atthe start of each new Congress.

Second, each party should
select a delegation co-chair. The
two would then organize monthly
lunches in DC. for a statewide
update and informal discussions.

Third, the delegation should
establish several working groups
to focus on policy areas such as
agriculture, higher education and
economic development. These
groups would identify specific
tasks for the delegation.

Fourth, each year, every Illinois
House member should visit the
district of amember of the other

blished this tradition, which
he called the Illinois Hospitality
Breakfast. The ritual has faded
and has been downgraded toa
monthly reception. It should be
revived and reinvigorated.

‘Taken together, these initiatives
would begin to bridge the partisan
divide and create habits of collab-
oration among the delegation.

“We need Illinois working as
one team,” said Jen Daulby, CEO
of the Congressional Management
Foundation, a nonprofit orga-
nization that seeks to improve
the operations of Congress. She
is a native Illinoisan and served
as chief of staff to Illinois U.S.

Rep. Rodney Davis. “I think this
is agreat time to start acting like

the other delegations and have a
formal gathering structure,” she
told me.

The nextIllinois congressional
delegation has the opportunity to
forge anew beginning. Members
must strive to create a model of
practical cooperation in an age of
contention.

“Members of both parties
should recognize that they are
joined in a partnership —a part-
nership to governin the interests
ofall of us,” LaHood argued in his
memoir “Seeking Bipartisanship.”

He also quoted Abraham
Lincoln’s first Inaugural Address:
“We are not enemies, but friends.
We must not be enemies.”

Evenifthe Prairie State
lawmakers in Washington don’t
become lifelong friends, they can
be productive partners, a clear
benefit for the nearly 13 million
people of Illinois they represent.

John T. Shaw is a professor at
Marquette University’s Les

Aspin Center for Government

in Washington, D.C. His most
recent book is “The Education of
a Statesman: How Global Leaders
Can Repair a Fractured World.”

After Cornell lawsuit, universities don’t know what to do with fraternities

By Jens Ludwig
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

What should universities do
about their fraternities? Every
school’s president must be asking
themselves that after a former
student filed alawsuit against
Cornell, among others, alleging
she was gang-raped at a frater-
nityin 2024. Unfortunately, there
seems to be alot of confused
thinking about this at campuses
across the country.

One type of confusion comes
in the form of what one might
call all-or-nothing thinking. For
example, as one Penn State profes-
sor told the Chronicle of Higher
Education: “Eliminating a frater-
nity or an entire community may
remove one venue for risk, but it
does not eliminate the conditions
that create it.” Set aside the topic
of fraternities for the moment; this
is simply not a good way to think
about anything.

Imagine you're diagnosed with
lung cancer, which historically
hadbeen a death sentence. New
treatments can now keep 28% of
people with this alive for at least
five years after they’re diagnosed.
Is that treatment worth doing? Of
course, 28% is a lotless than 100%.
But anyone who is ever in that
terrible position should focus on
the fact that 28% is much better
than 0%.

In the case of campus sexual
assault, there are forward-lean-
ingschools like Rice that have
carried out a number of changes
— including banning fraterni-
ties — that have decreased the
risk down to 21.4% thata woman
there will be sexually assaulted
by the time she graduates. This
obviously is still too high, but it’s
much lower than at other schools
such as the University of Chicago
(29.7%), Harvard (29.5%), Brown
(31.9%) or Northwestern (30.1%).

Students walk on the Cornell University campus in Ithaca, New York, on Oct. 7.
LAUREN PETRACCA/THE NEW YORK TIMES

With about 600 women in each
entering class at Rice, in every
graduating class, there are about
60 women who would have been
sexually assaulted had they gone
somewhere else but weren't
because they went to Rice.

The larger pointis this: Incre-
mental progress is still progress.

A second type of confusion is
illustrated by the Cornell presi-
dent’s response when asked about
abolishing fraternities: He said
he worried this might send the
problem of sexual assault “into
the shadows,” which I read to
mean: Closing the fraternities will
simply displace, notreduce, the
problem. What’s surprising about
this answer is that it sounds like
an Ivy League president has not
considered the possibility that

there could be relevant data on
this question — that someone else
out there might have looked into
this, beyond some seat-of-the-
pants speculation.

And indeed they have. For
example, there is research
suggesting men in fraternities are
over three times as likely as other
college men to commit sexual
assault. Interestingly, there is no

1o diff

one’s thinking toward the conclu-
sion that fraternities themselves
might really be a key part of the
problem.

Acthird type of confused think-
ing is something that no univer-
sity president dares say out
loud, yet many people are sure
they must be thinking: The fact
fraternity alumni donate more
makes getting rid of fraternities

statistically d \

Ily risky for schools. Any

in offending rates before college,
suggesting the future fraternity
members weren’t always funda-
mentally different in their behav-
ior. It’s true this is not the sort

of gold-standard randomized
trial the Food and Drug Admin-
istration requires of a new drug
or medical device. But it’s hard
to see those results and not shift

university president who might
really be quietly thinking these
thoughts is not only underappre-
ciating the terrible human toll
they are accepting in exchange for
higher alumni donations but also
underappreciating the huge risks
there are for the university.

One of those risks is litiga-
tion. Some of my lawyer friends

think Cornell has a decent chance
of ultimately winning in court,
should the Jane Doe case ever go
to trial. But as anyone knows who
has ever had the dubious pleasure
of being sued and paying a lawyer
$1,000 an hour to help them,
whether you're likely to win is sort
of beside the point. Litigation is so
expensive that almost everything
settles out of court.

What might this imply for a
university? Imagine every woman
who was sexually assaulted at
Cornellis now inspired to follow
Jane Doe’s lead and sued the
school. Cornell has about 2,000
undergraduate women in every
incoming class; if 1in 3 will be
assaulted by the time they grad-
uate, every one sued and then
settled for, say, $50,000 each, that
would be $33 million in settle-
ment costs for Cornell with each
and every graduating class, year
after year after year.

Adifferent risk is reputational.
Imagine Cornell never had to
pay anyone adime. How long
before people stop associating
the university with “The Cornell
Seven,” gangrape and “Shop still
open?” That’s the sort of public-
ity no university wants and no
amount of money can undo.

To any university presidents
or trustees out there reading this:
There may well be some reason
your university winds up not
banning fraternities. But if you
care about your role as fiduciaries
of your institutions, please don’t
letany of these terrible reasons be
one of them.

Jens Ludwig is the Edwin A. and
Betty L. Bergman distinguished
service professor at the University
of Chicago, the Pritzker director of
the University of Chicago Crime
Lab and author of “Unforgiving
Places: The Unexpected Origins of
American Gun Violence.”
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Is the minimalist fieldhouse in Cragin
Park architecture or just a building?

Edward Keegan

“Abicycle shed is a building;
Lincoln Cathedral is a piece of
architecture.”

Thus begins “An Outline of
European Architecture” by Sir
Nikolaus Pevsner, one of the 20th
century’s most celebrated archi-
tectural historians.

This quote, written in 1943,
came to mind as I visited the
recently completed Cragin Park
Fieldhouse in the Belmont Cragin
neighborhood. Designed by
locally based STL Architects, the
new structure raises questions
about whether it might be a build-
ingor architecture.

Cragin Park is among the more
modest parks under the control
of the Chicago Park District. It’s
small, occupyingjust alittle less
that one single city block with
Drummond Place to the north,
Lockwood Avenue to the west,
and Wrightwood Avenue on the
south. The eastern edge of the
parkis the north-south alley that
serves businesses along Laramie.
Quintessential Chicago bunga-
lows line the north and south sides
ofthe park, giving Cragin Park a
strong sense of place rooted in this
particular local building type. Its
previous fieldhouse, which sat on
the same site as the new building,
was so modest that it made the
Chicago bungalows that ring the
park seem like grandiose archi-
tecture. The recently completed
replacement packs considerably
more architectural ambition.

The Cragin Park Fieldhouse
isn’t STLs first foray into field-
house design; the firm produced
the well-received Williams Park
Fieldhouse at 2820 S. State that
opened in 2019. That building still
shines as bright as a new penny in

il
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The new Cragin Park Fieldhouse stands Thursday in Chicago's Belmont Cragin neighborhood.
BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Children play in the new Cragin Park Fieldhouse on, Thursday.

Louis Fieldhouse in Chinatown’s
Ping Tom Park (2013, Wright &
Company) seems dropped into its
riverfront location from a subur-
ban warehouse district.

Atjust 4,000 square feet, the
Cragin ParkF isa

of them visible from the exte-

% rior —and that pairis seen only

through the large glass windows
on the front fagade. And some of

, the exposed steel connections are

more than abit fussy. In the lobby,
the beams and columns join with
such deliberate overelaborations
asto mock the simplicity of the
overall building. In the multipur-
pose room, stiffener plates in the
columns align with the joints in
the wall panels at some columns,
while inexplicably, others do not.
Details always matter, and this

is especially true in a minimal-

ist building such as the Cragin
Park Fieldhouse. The lack of
close coordination between these
simple details undermines the
structure’s coherence and intent,

And while much of the small
structure is almost all right, when
dealing with a minimalist expres-
sion, just alittle bit off can be
everything. There is no margin for
error.

A probably unintended coun-
terpoint lies just a few short steps
northeast of the new build-
ing where a small metal ship-
ping container is surrounded
by recently planted evergreen
trees. The modest structure
provides additional park stor-
age, but the landscapingbelies
its less-than-temporary nature.
Architects have long toyed with

1o . 7 =

small building, particularly for a
fieldhouse. The entrance to the
buildingis on the north side of

the structure, although a series of
doors can open the multipurpose
room to the park on the east side
of the b\uldmg The double -height

)]
of exploration, deploying these
off-the-shelf metal structures for
awidevariety of uses. But sitting
so closely by the new fieldhouse,
itseems to challenge the actual
building’s material aesthetic:
Wlnch is more funchonal? ‘Which

lobby is small but
and the two circular light fixtures

. thatfloatin the upper regions of

the space are a jaunty accent to
the more staid expression of the
building. The floor plan tucks
restrooms between the double-
height entry and multipurpose
room and uses the upper-level
space above the toilets to smartly

1? Which is more
arclmectu.re?

Iapplaud the new Cragin Park
Fieldhouse for its ambition. Ambi-
tion is good; much of our contem-
porary built environment today is
quite lacking in this regard.

But those good intentions are
not enough. And the new Cragin
Park Fieldhouse is trying so very

the relatively tight confines of the shield rooftop mechanical equip-  hard. It’s thoughtful, well planned,
8.5-acre Bronzeville park in the ment from view. and well executed to a degree. But
midst of the Dearborn Homes. Flexibilityiskey tothe design;  despite a few poetic moments in
The Chicago Park District has almost half of the building is its interior, its exterior can seem
often embraced the role of architec- devoted toamultipurpose space  too simple and even mean.
ture inits landscapes. The history | that can be readily subdivided In time, the small shipping
of park structuresisarich veinin into twoidentically sized spaces. iner thatis its nei may
Chicago’s architectural history. Eight exposed steel columns age better, and the Cragin Park
Classics include Dwight Perkins support four 34-foot-long king Fieldhouse might find itself more
Café Brauer in Lincoln Park (1908), post trusses thatalign withlarge  like Sir Nikolaus Pevsner’s bicycle
alandmark of Prairie School design s ~ translucent windows that provide ~ shed.
that combines a classical plan with "’"T g 1 ample natural light at each end of
Prairie School details. The same £ . the space. Perforated wood panels  Edward Keegan writes,
istrue of The Refectory in Wash- Circular light fixtures in the entryway in the new Cragin Park Fleldhouse provide acoustic properties and broadcasts and teaches on
ington Park, designed in 1891 by on Thursday in Chicago's Belmont Cragin neighborhood. add warmth to the space. Painted  architectural subjects. Keegan’s
D.H. Burnham & Co; the triple- panels provide durable surfaces biweekly architecture column is
arched Refectory (1907 Richard E.  John Ronan’s Park District Head-  such as the concrete fieldhouse that can be easily cleaned and supported by a grant from former
Schmidt, Garden & Martin); and quartersand Fieldhousein Brigh-  in Bridgeport’s McGuane Park, repainted. Tn bune critic Blair Kamin, as
the Ge: and Tudor Field- ton Park, completed just three completed in 1972, demonstrate a Thebuil aclear £ d by the not-for-profit
house (1928, Michaelsen&Rogn-  yearsago. more utilitarian approach topark  architectural character with Journalism Funding Partners.
stad) both in Humboldt Park. A Butgood architecture hasn’t amenities without much architec-  its exposed steel structure — The Tribune maintains editorial
more contemporaneousexample  always been the norm in our tural interest. Even amorerecent  although the 20 steel columnsare  control over assignments and
oftop-notch designinthe parksis  parks. Bunker-like structures addition such as the Leonard alllocated inboard withjusttwo  content.
Voice of the People
Loss of DePaul art museum just for the loss of her life’s work, All of this can affect survivor- fiscal future and theburdensour  the next delivery still has nowhere
Louise Lincoln, my wife forthe  but more importantly fortheloss  ship. children will inherit as “CTU to go. Those costs can eventually
past 55 years, died last Sunday. to the university, its faculty and The most effective tool against ~ Derangement Syndrome”islittle  reach customers through higher
From1997 to 2014, she served as students, to Chicago’s brilliant. food insecurity is the Supplemen-  more than Trumpian, post-truth ~ prices, further exacerbahng our
director of the DePaul University ~ — Bruce Lincoln, Chicago tal Nutrition Assistance Program  rhetoric. affordability crisis.
Art Museum. She transformed a (SNAP). Yet SNAP is harder to ‘The notion that an “elite white Chicagoans are already paying
small, little-visited gallery in the SNAP and cancer treatments keep InFebruary, Ilhnms began power class” fearsaunionwhose  enough. A $250 ticket represents
basement of Sanctuary Hallinto ‘When my sister was di: workrequire-  teachers are disproportionately nearly two days of gross wages for
alively, full-scale museum with with breast cancer in 2024, our ments for SNAP and 350,0001lli-  white relative to their ning the city’s mini-
agrowing collection of multicul- family learned that the diagno- noisans have since lost benefits. whose median earningssubstan-  mum wage.
tural works and a gorgeous new sis was just the beginning. Her A 55-year-old home health aide tially exceed those of Chicago Meanwhile, the pilot program
building, which she helped deslgn d!agnosls required 16 rounds of in the middle of chemotherapy workers and whose bargaining has assessed nearly $4.5 million
‘Working witha by, 25 rounds of radia-  cannot work 80 hoursamonth. demands have even threatened in fines, and City Hall projects
budget, she mountedbetterthan  tion, 17 immunotherapy infusions ~ She may qualify foran exemp the paid Service  $6.1 million in net revenue from
100 exhibitions, many of which and two major surgeries. but only if sheis medically certi- Employees International Union the expansion in 2027, With an
focused on Chicago artists while ‘Whileundoubtedly ahardship, ~ fied asunabletoworkand filesthe ~membersisaremarkable distor- $882 million budget deficitloom-
othersranged acrossthe globeand  relative to many cancersurvivors, paperwork correcﬂy andontime, tionofclass politics. ing, residents deserve to know
deep into history. Support from she had both the financial and while Defending publiced: whether success means safer
of DePaul’s ional support needed. Many My sister successfully finished  doesnot require treating the insti- ~ streets or more money collected.
tration was steady, reliable and patients do not. treatment because she had people  tutional interests of the CTU as Here’s what's interesting: City
principled, for they understood Every October, there are and resourcesaround her.Every  synonymous with those of Chica-  officials reported that 82% of driv-
thei: importance of che artsnotjust  conversationsaboutearlydetec-  womanand her family facinga go’s working class. erswho received warnings never
toawell-b but  tionand breast breast cancer diagnosis deserve — Alan Rodriguez Tiburcio, received a ticket. That suggests
also to society in general. Support  cancer remains among the most the same. Chicago education and clear enforcement
from the faculty was enthusiastic, ~commonly diagnosed cancer in Cancer centers need to screen can change behavior without
and Louise: worked closely with the United States. We talk far less every patient for food insecu- Reduce the need for tickets punishing people financially.
inmany ucpu about what comes after. Somany  rity, with on-site help enrollingin Chicago can keep bike and Before expanding cameras into
ensure the museum’s exhibitions grapple with the logistics and SNAP and filing: forms. busl lear without turni every neighborhood, there are
complemented their classes. costs of treatment. A breast cancer  Health systems and insurersmust ~ enforcement into another costof ~ more sensible, actionable solu-
The onset of Parkinson’s disease ~ diagnosisisalife-alteringmedical ~ treat food as part of treatment. iving in this city. tions. Chicago should provide
led Louise toretire, despite her event, and itis also a financial one. Tllinois and other states must Inavote that will negatively workable loadmgzones, preserve
love for DePaul, the museum and Referred toas financial toxicity, ~make SNAP auto- impact Chi the City Coun- first-offense warnings, and
itsmission. Nodecisionsheever  adiagnosis canresultinh: matic for anyone inactive cancer  ciljustapproved expandingauto-  publicly report whether violations
made was harder,butsheunder-  economicburden, stressanddebt  treatment. It’s time to do better for mated ticketing citywide. Cameras and crashes a¢ ly decline.
stood that the progression of her due to high out- of pocket medi- breast cancer patientsand survi-  on CTA buses and city vehicles Nobody should have to dodge
illness would her cal costs from di - vors —in October and all year. willissue fines of up to $250 for aparked car in abike lane or wait
ability to provide the highlevelof tic tests, treatments, prescription ~ — Vanessa M. Oddo, associate blockingbike lanes. for abus becauseit’s blocked by

service the institution needed and
deserved. With great regret, she
opted to turn the museum over
to someone younger and health-
ier, who could build on what she
started, making the museuma
vibrant center for art in Chicago.
Inthe years following her retire-
ment, she was deeply gratified to
see continued progress toward
thatend.

Last winter, when Ilearned
of DePaul’s plans to close the
museum, I could not bear to tell
my wife of that decision, as it
would have broken her heart. Not

drugs and hospital stays. For many
patients and their families, some-
thing has to give, and too often,

it's food, as 17% of working-age

professor of nutrition and Cancer
Center member, University of
Illinois Chicago, Chicago

cancer survivors reportmoderate  Dismissal of real concerns
to severe food insecurity. ing the letter “Destruc-
Food insecurity changeswhat  tion of public education” (Oct. 11):

peopleeeat, likely increasingtheir  AsayoungHispanic Chicagoan,

reliance on inexpensive ultra-pro- it always staggers and stuns me

cessed foods,and makes dietary how easxly political loyalties can
less feasible to impl as class analysis.

duungand after treatment. Addi- Atatime when the mayor’s

tionally, cancer survivors who political indebtedness to the

are food-insecure aremorelikely  Chicago Teachers Union is

to forgo medications and care hardly a secret, dismissing legit-

because of cost. imate concerns about the city’s

The goal is reasonable: safer
streets and more reliable public
transportation. The problem is
thataticketdoesn't fix astreet that
wasn't designed to work in the first
place. Consider our uelghborhood
businesses. Restaurants, gre
stores and shops depend on delw«
eries, yet too many

an illegally parked vehicle. But

we shouldn’t pit cyclists against
drivers or small businesses against
transit riders.

Success should be measured
not by how many tickets City Hall
issues, but by how effectively it
reduces the need for them.

— Bill Th small business

corridors lack adequa(e loading
zones. A truck gets ticketed, but

owner and aldermanic candidate
for 1st Ward, Chicago

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/ letters.
Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicago
tribune.com. Include your full name, address and phone number.
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OPINION

Jane Does Least Bad Option

Emily Bazelon
A staff writer at The Times Magazine and in
Times Opinion.

NE of the saddest facts about the al-

leged sexual assault rocking Cornell

is the departure from campus of the

young woman at the center of it,
known as Jane Doe. She left school some
time after she reported that she was raped
at a fraternity party in October 2024, when
she was a 20-year-old sophomore.

In the two decades I've been writing
about campus sexual assault, it has been all
too common for students to drop out of
school after experiencing or reporting such
an assault. It's one reason that at various
points I've questioned requiring schools to
investigate sexual assault based on Title IX,
the statute that prohibits sex-based dis-
crimination in federally funded education.
Are universities really equipped to do this?
Students who make accusations often come
away unsatisfied with the process or the
outcome, and students who are the subjects
of those accusations often complain of being
railroaded.

But cases like this one lead me to conclude
that, for all its flaws, Title IX and the disci-
plinary procedures it requires colleges to
undertake are necessary. Without them, al-
legations like Jane Doe's would be entirely
in the hands of police and prosecutors to ad-
dress, and that option is often worse. A
mountain of evidence over the years shows
how the criminal justice system struggles to
address sexual assault effectively and fairly
—ordoesn’t really try at all, as in the Cornell
case. Title IX fills a void: If sexual miscon-
duct prevents a victim from taking full ad-
vantage of her education, then the institu-
tion has to address it. That responsibility is
an awkward fit in some ways, but it reflects
the reality that colleges are not just class-
rooms; they are a very particular kind of
community in which all members have a
duty of care toward one another. The Cornell
case shows how hard it can be for universi-
ties to enforce Title IX well and also why
they have to keep trying.

ONGRESS enacted Title IX in 1972.

Twenty years later, the Supreme Court

ruled that students whose Title IX

rights were violated could sue for com-
pensation. I was in college then. | remember
going to Take Back the Night marches, hear-
ing women'’s stories of what we called date
rape and not imagining the university would
do anything about it.

The civil rights office of the federal De-
partment of Education has long instructed
schools to establish a grievance procedure
for students who said they were assaulted
and harassed. But people who made reports
often found themselves brushed off. In 2009,
the Center for Public Integrity investigated
Title IX discipline nationally and found that
many campus processes were slow, confus-
ing and secretive, and often resulted in little
or no punishment. Survivors organized to
demand more from schools. They wanted
accountability for perpetrators, and they
wanted services like counseling and aca-
demic accommodations.

The Obama administration stepped in on
behalf of victims. By 2014, the Office for Civil
Rights in the Department of Education was
investigating 55 colleges and universities
over their handling of sexual misconduct
complaints. The department also issued
new guidance, discouraging schools fromal-
lowing accused students to directly ques-
tion their accusers, a process lhe oﬁlce said

party. Prosecutors brought criminal
charges, and he was tried and convicted.
But the judge sentenced him to only six
months in jail.

‘The Turner case was not, though, a failure
of Title IX enforcement. Within two weeks of
the assault, Stanford had i i
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mechanism with which to hold perpetrators
accountable and to provide survivors with
accommodations and mental health serv-
ices. “The fact that two institutions” — uni-
versities and the police — “mistreat sur-
vivors is not an argument for forcing stu-

the
allegations and barred Mr. Turner from
campus. He withdrew before he could be ex-
pelled.

In May 2015, I wrote about a Title IX in-
vestigation at Columbia University that
split the public in ways that are similar to
the Jane Doe case. When Emma Sulkowicz
reported that her fellow undergraduate Paul
Nungesser raped her, the university investi-
gated and found he was not responsible for
assault — in other words, not guilty. Colum-
bia also gave Ms. Sulkowicz credit in an art
course for a monthslong performance
project in which she carried a mattress
around campus to symbolize her trauma.
Her performance art made her a symbol of
the wronged survivor. Mr. Nungesser, how-
ever, argued that he was the victim, and
sued Columbia for gender discrimination.

Lots of people saw the Columbia case in
black and white, as either a rape or a lie. But
talking to Ms. Sulkowicz, Mr. Nungesser
and other students filled me only with un-
certainty. I couldn't even settle the factual
disputes about what had happened during
Columbia’s Title IX process, because those
proceedings were confidential.

It’s true that student privacy laws limit
the information schools can disclose, but

could be and
emphasized that schools should use a lower
standard of proof for finding an accused stu-
dent “responsible,” the term schools use to
mean guilt. Universities hired more staff for
Title IX investigations and support services.
They started operating what amounted to
sex crimes units.

Was there less rape and more justice? I
couldn’t tell. In surveys, students continued
toreport high rates of assault. And the cases
that captured public attention presented du-
eling narratives of injustice. In November
2014, Rolling Stone published a false story of
gang rape at a fraternity at the University of
Virginia, showing that the press could rush
to judgment without verifying the facts.

Two months later, a Stanford student
named Brock Turner drew public outrage
over what men still apparently thought they
could get away with on campus. Mr. Turner
had been found on top of an unconscious
‘woman after they'd each been drinking at a

Unleash the

Matthew Yglesias

A contributing Opinion writer and the author of
*One Billion Americans: The Case for Thinking
Bigger."

DECADE or more into an era of popu-
list upheaval in American politics, vot-
ers are angrier than ever at a system
they rightly believe is ignoring their

priorities.

Af(ordablllty is dommanng the mldlen'ns.
justas the 2024 pi
tial campaign. Yet somehow, after years of
voters saying as loudly and clearly as possi-
ble that they want decisive government ac-
tion on the cost of living, nobody is actually
doing much about it.

President Trump is even making the cost of
living higher through an agenda of tariffs, re-
gressive tax cuts and war thh Iran. And
while Dx i
politically from voter fury over hxgh prices for
beef, gas and diesel and mortgages, the party
has not rolled out a credible national agenda
to tackle the issues underlying the lack of af-

schools have gone further than
the law requires. The lack of information
about the conclusions they reach, and why,
breeds mistrust — as we are seeing again at
Cornell.

Also in the mid-2010s, feminists, some of
whom were the mothers of college-aged
children, started dividing over what Title IX
had become. Some thought the Obama ad-
ministration’s rules were pushing schools to
railroad accused students, who were almost
always men. Others believed that women
were still being shortchanged. As frustra-
tions mounted, critics on the right and left
called for sidelining or abandoning campus
investigations, and instead requiring
schools to report accusations of sexual as-
sault to the police. Despite often being
among the biggest critics of the universities,
survivors and their supporters resisted.
They argued that forcing students to go to
law enforcement would make them less

dent: i reporting to both or
to neither,” argued Alexandra Brodsky, a co-
founder of the advocacy group Know Your
IX.

More recently, the first Trump adminis-
tration, saying the Title IX process had be-
come unfair to accused students, rolled back
some of the Obama-era guidance. The new
standards allow schools to use a higher
standard of proof for a finding of responsibil-
ity and require live hearings with the oppor-
tunity for cross-examination.

HEN Jane Doe filed a lawsuit

against Cornell in September, the

university became the target of

outrage and protest. One of the
complaints was about Cornell's lack of
transparency in the two years since the al-
leged assault took place. In the wake of the
suit, many facts have spilled out. Hundreds
of pages of the university’s investigation in
2024 and 2025 have been disclosed to The
Times and other news outlets. But I don't
think we know enough to fully judge Cor-
nell's response.

Here's what stands out to me in the
record. As in many cases like this one, the
judgment of the students involved was
clouded by drugs and alcohol. In her inter-
view with a Cornell police officer and a Title
IX investigator in November 2024, three
weeks after the alleged assault, Jane Doe
says she drank a lot over three hours at her
sorority and a bar before walking to a party
at the Chi Phi fraternity to meet a frat
brother she was interested in, Matthew In-
galls. After they danced, Mr. Ingalls asked
her to have a three-way with him and an-
other fraternity brother, Jonathan Newell.
Jane Doe said yes. The three students went
upstairs to a shared bedroom and social
space called the alumni room. The men
drank and snorted ketamine. Jane Doe said
she had ketamine and alcohol, too.

The night took a much more extreme turn
at 1:42 a.m. That's when Mr. Newell sent a
message on Snapchat to dozens of Chi Phi
brothers advertising “free pussy” in the
alumniroom. As men began responding, Mr.
Ingalls wrote, “Like you can walk in and
whip it out.”

The

likely to report assaults at all,

echnocrats!

fordability. When given the chance in the Bi-
den administration, Democrats instead gave
us the Inflation Reduction Act, which did little
to reduce inflation but authorized lots of
spending to combat climate change and inject
money into the economy.

It is the biggest mystery in politics: How
come neither party will actually address the
thing voters say is their top concern?

Government policies influence consumer
prices in direct and indirect ways, but one big
macroeconomic reality is key: The federal
government is running a budget deficit thatis
the equivalent of close to 6 percent of the
American economy.

If we were in a recession, a deficit that large
could help kick-start the economy. But with
unemployment low, deficit spending fuels in-
flation — which the Federal Reserve in turn
tries to control with higher interest rates.
Those higher rates then push up the cost of
mortgages, auto loans and other forms of con-
sumer credit. With deficits this large, there is
no good solution to the high cost of living.

Pulling out of this spiral is going to require
tough choices, but it is achievable if poli-

was g

ticians prioritize costs rather than ideological
activist goals. Inother words, it’salso going to
take some technocrats.

On one level, it’s easy to understand why
both parties are not more responsive to vot-
ers’ top concern. Both parties are organized
around the ldeologlcal guals ol their key

tax cuts; Democrats push lundmg lor heaith
care, environmental, welfare state and other

programs.
The solunon is simple: good old- lashloned
deficit rding to

conventional wisdom, politicians don’t em-
brace this because it's unpopular. But that’s
not entirely true. Raising taxes on the rich, for
example, polls extremely well.
Inrecent years, Democrats have preferred
to pall‘ that idea with spending the money on
W DI rather than on
ﬂanon and curbing spending in an effon to
lower interest rates. Fiscal responsibility an-
noys political elites because it constrains
their ambitions and makes it harder to pursue
their pet projects. Bill Clinton's decision to
prioritize macroeconomic prudence irritated

Without Title IX,
campus rape
allegations would
be left to a very
imperfect criminal
justice system.

The biggest
mystery about
affordability?
No one’s doing
much about it.

dehumanizing. Jane Doe didn’t know about
it. She didn’t understand that Mr. Newell
and Mr. Ingalls had apparently set her up as
a group of men entered the alumni room. In
her lawsuit, she says she was incapacitated
by alcohol and ketamine. I think it’s equally
important that she did not know she was es-
sentially being prostituted on Snapchat —
53 minutes after Mr. Newell's message, one
man on the thread asked, “shop still open?”

Afterward, when Jane Doe heard that frat
brothers were bragging about an “eight-
some,” she was shattered. “My reputation is
destroyed and i'm utterly ashamed,” she
wrote to Mr. Ingalls. “Alli do is sleep and cry
all day.” When she heard rumors about the
Snapchat messages, she asked the investi-
gators to subpoena them.

There’s one more dark part of this story
that matters for assessing the institutional
response. After leaving the alumni room,
Jane Doe went to a small room with Mr. In-
galls and another fraternity member, Win-
ston Lee. Jane Doe said that they asked her
for another three-way. She told the investi-
gators she said she was too tired and didn't
have it in her. The men had sex with her any-
way. “I can say with 100 percent confidence I
was raped,” she said.

Is Jane Doe’s account enough to press
rape charges in the criminal justice system?
Aspects of it make the case difficult to pros-
ecute. That does not, however, prevent a dis-
trict attorney from asking a grand jury for
an indictment. At the least, these facts
should have triggered a serious criminal in-
vestigation. But the Cornell police officer
left Jane Doe's definitive statement about
being raped out of the six-page summary
that was given to the county’s district attor-
ney, Matthew Van Houten. Prosecutors took
no action. After the lawsuit was filed in Sep-
tember, Mr. Van Houten said Jane Doe’s
statement “described her participation in
drug use and sexual conduct as voluntary,
conscious and consensual.” That’s not what
she told the police, and it shows why sur-
vivors have so little faith in local law en-
forcement. Early this month, Gov. Kathy
Hochul appointed the New York attorney
general, Letitia James, as a special prosecu-
tor in the case. Two of the accused men have
asked the judge to remove Ms. James be-
cause before her appointment, she issued a
statement expressing sympathy for Jane
Doe.

Incontrast to the district attorney, Cornell
took significant action. The university
closed Chi Phi in November 2024, and put
the students Jane Doe had accused on inter-
im suspensions, according to the lawsuit.
Over the next few months, Cornell investi-
gators conducted over 50 interviews and

the

messages and dozens of texts among stu-
dents.

In May 2025, a disciplinary panel at Cor-
nell met over 12 days to review the evidence
against the seven men, all of whom denied
any wrongdoing. Based on the panel’s find-
ings, Mr. Ingalls and Mr. Newell were ex-
pelled, Mr. Lee was suspended for two years
and a fourth student who Jane Doe said had
nonconsensual sex with her in the alumni
room was suspended for three semesters.
The other three men received relatively
light punishments. (One had already gradu-
ated, and two played lesser roles, though
they did go to the alumni room after receiv-
ing the Snapchat invitation and paruclpale
in the ing rather than
concern about it.)

Inher lawsuit, Jane Doe said the penalties
were insufficient. In the record, the reasons
for the panel's findings are heavily redacted,
which means that, once again, a secretive
process makes it hard to evaluate a univer-
sity’s decision-making in an explosive case.
Cornell has named a former acting U.S. at-
torney general, Sally Yates, to lead an inde-
pendent review of its response. Whatever
Ms. Yates finds, I hope she makes the infor-
mation public in a way that allows us all to
assess comprehensively the outcomes Cor-
nell reached, and allows other schools to
learn from this disastrous case. Last week,
the university said it would work with
trauma-informed investigators from the
state police and suspended frat parties for
the rest of the academic year, a step toward
prevention — another facet of Title IX.

In a case like this, publicity is its own form
of punishment. “I'm being labelled as an as-
saulter in the public eye," Mr. Ingalls texted
Jane Doe in the days after the frat party. Be-
cause of Title IX, Cornell found that he de-
served the label. That’s some form, at least,
of deterrence.

many people in his coalition, but it helped
produce a very strong economy. Voters don’t
care all that much about fussy budget details,
but they do care a lot about good economic
outcomes.

For Democrats and technocrats, there are
plenty of opportunities to go after wasteful
spending. The Committee for a Responsible
Federal Budget calculates that preventing
traditional Medicare beneficiaries from using
private supplemental insurance (like Medi-
gap coverage) to help defray out-of-pocket
costs like deductibles and co-payments could
save more than $250 billion over the next dec-
ade; at the moment, nearly 90 percent of
them do have such coverage, which encour-
ages them to use more medical services, driv-
ing up Medicare’s costs.

This kind of relatively low-hanging fruit is
not enough to balance the budget, but paired
with taxing the rich, it would make a big dent
in the deficit and reduce the upward pressure
on inflation and interest rates created by
stimulating an economy that doesn't need
stimulus.

From there, a technocratic, affordability-
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A Candidate Who Feels Israel's Grief

Dahlia Scheindlin

A public opinion expert and a political
strategist who has consulted on nine Israeli
campaigns.

TEL AVIV

VEN though much of the world sees

them as aggressors, Israeli citizens are

struggling after years of war, loss and

trauma, Many are simply furious at
their own government. The source of that
sentiment can be summed up in one word:
“hafkara” — abandonment.

This is one of the reasons Gadi Eisenkot, a
retired lieutenant general, former Israeli
army chief of staff and bereaved father, is a
serious challenger to Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu in elections on Oct. 27. Mr.
Netanyahu is the man many believe is re-
sponsible for that abandonment.

Mr. Eisenkot is a relatively new face in poli-
tics, having entered Israel’s Parliament only
in 2022. His appeal is not immediately obvi-
ous — he is not known for charisma or elo-
quence. His party, Yashar, meaning “straight”
or “honest,” was founded only a year ago, and
his campaign, considered centrist or center-
right, has, until recently, been light on policy
and vision. It remains unclear, for example,
how he might go about ending Israel’s wars.

And yet, for weeks now, Yashar has been
either in the lead or tied with Mr. Netanyahu's
Likud in most polls. Only surveys commis-
sioned from two openly right-leaning poll-
sters have found his party trailing.

‘Where many Israelis view Mr. Netanyahu
and his government as callous and self-serv-
ing, retaining power at the expense of the
people rather than for the people, Mr
Eisenkot is relatable in part because he —
quite literally — feels the same pain.

On the morning of Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, at-
tack on Israel, Mr. Eisenkot awakened his
youngest son, Gal Meir Eisenkot, a computer
science student, and helped him organize his
gear and join the reserves. Mr. Eisenkot him-
self joined Mr. Netanyahu's emergency war
cabinet overseeing the retaliatory offensive
in Gaza. Two months into the war, Gal was
killed during an operation to recover the bod-
ies of Israelis taken during the Hamas at-
tacks. He was 25. The next day, Mr. Eisenkot's
nephew Maor Cohen Eisenkot, 19, was also
killed in Gaza. Nearly a year later, another
nephew, Yogev Pazy, 22, lost his life there, too.

Bereavement places Mr. Eisenkot in the
same emotional world as other Israelis who
have suffered loss or injury, and the many
more who suffer with them collectively. Mr.
Eisenkot symbolizes someone who under-
stands.

By contrast, Israelis are filled with anger
and despair over the perception that Mr. Ne-
tanyahu spent months avoiding cease-fire
deals, which would have released more hos-
tages, because his coalition partners pre-
ferred to continue the war.

The hostage crisis was just one example of
what many Israelis experienced as govern-
ment indifference to the suffering of its peo-
ple. Mr. Netanyahu's government was
roundly criticized for largely avoiding enforc-
ing the draft for a vast majority of ultra-
Orthodox Israeli men who were eligible. At
the same time, reservists served for hun-
dreds of days, and more than 1,150 soldiers
died. Further enraging much of the public, the
government worked tirelessly to pass a law
that would have continued that mass exemp-
tion despite court rulings. For his part, Mr.
Eisenkot has vocally opposed what he called
a “conscription law that is a law of evasion.”
Mandatory military or civic service has been
one of the core promises of his platform.

Mr. Eisenkot’s positions are thus more
aligned with a majority of Israelis. He called
for a cease-fire hostage release deal just three
months into the war, a position most Israelis
supported. Mr. Eisenkot relayed in inter-
views that he left the war cabinet in June 2024
largely over frustration that Mr. Netanyahu
avoided reaching hostage release deals.
Yashar’s slate now includes an honorary
place for Ohad Ben Ami, a hostage held for
491 days, and the parents of two more hos-
tages, Liri Albag and Naama Levy, both sol-
diers released after 477 days in captivity.

Mr. Eisenkot’s signature policies include
calling for an independent state commission
of inquiry over the failures of Oct. 7, which a
majority of Israelis favor. He has also prom-
ised to fight crime and lower costs — and to
favor the emerging idea of term limits for fu-
ture prime ministers.

In February, Mr. Eisenkot gave a lengthy
interview with Channel 11, Israel’s public
broadcaster. His sorrow was palpable, though
before then he had rarely talked publicly
about his personal grief. The host, Roni Ku-

focused administration would work line by
line through the array of federal laws and
regulations and try to strip away everything
that raises the cost of living.

New American commercial jet pilots gen-
erally must have 1,500 hours of training
flight time before they can qualify to co-pilot
a plane — over five times as much time as
required by perfectly safe European air-
lines. These are not rules with bona fide
safety or environmental benefits. They exist
primarily as job-creation or (in the case of
the pilot-training requirements) job-protec-
tion measures, which contribute to higher
fares.

Similarly, a 2024 study concluded that fed-
eral “Buy American” procurement rules to
increase manufacturing employment cost
$111,500 to $137,700 per job created. (Future
tightening of the criteria will push those
costs higher.) Congress recently explored
ways of bringing down regulatory barriers
to home building with its ROAD to Housing
Act. But a bolder federal government should
go further in punishing jurisdictions that
refuse to allow new homes while easing up

ban, held up images and asked for responses.
One photo was that of Yair Netanyahu, the
prime minister’s son, who lived in Miami for
much of the war. Mr. Eisenkot offered tersely
that the younger Mr. Netanyahu was “not a
patriot.” He elaborated, “If he was a patriot,
he would be in the country, contributing, serv-
ing. People his age are serving.” Mr. Kuban
responded, “Serving and dying.” “That, too,”
Mr. Eisenkot said.

The exchange hinted at what some Israelis
have been saying all along: that Mr. Netanya-
hu cares only for his own, while the country is
sacrificing and suffering,

Mr. Eisenkot was born in Tiberias, in the
north of the country, to Moroccan immigrant
parents, and raised in Israel’s southernmost
city, Eilat, on the Red Sea. These biographical
details boost his appeal: Mizrahi Jews of
North African and Middle Eastern descent
have long experienced discrimination from
Ashkenazi, or Western, Central and Eastern

votes, Mr. Eisenkot will face formidable politi-
cal obstacles the day after the election. The
Zionist parties that are expected to support
him look unlikely to win a 61-seat majority in
Parliament. They could invite an Arab party
into the coalition, but Mr. Eisenkot has indi-
cated that he would not create a coalition with
one, a position in line with his likely allied par-
ties, which also reject the idea. That leaves
the opposition bloc in a bind.

This month, in a wide-ranging conversa-
tion with The Times of Israel, Mr. Eisenkot of-
fered more specifics of his policy vision, in-
cluding a crackdown on West Bank violence
by Jewish Israelis against Palestinians and a
robust return to the Trump peace plan for
Gaza, assuming total Hamas disarmament.
He said he opposed Israel’s extending “full
sovereignty" over the occupied West Bank.

While such statements may sound vaguely
moderate in Israel's hard-line environment, it
remains unclear what sort of solution he

European Jews. Further, his chi ina
peripheral town is anod to more remote areas
that often feel overlooked.

As a child, Mr. Eisenkot attended school in
Tze'elim in the northern Negev, near the area
hit hardest on Oct. 7. He was drafted into the
vaunted Golani Brigade in 1978 and climbed
through key posts, including commander of
the Judea and Samaria (West Bank) division,
commander of the Northern Command and
deputy chief of staff. He served as chief of
staff of the Israeli Army from 2015 until 2019
and is closely associated with the doctrines
that have defined Israeli regional military
strategy in recent years.

He advanced what is known as the “cam-

Gadi Eisenkot could be the
one to unseat Netanyahu.

paign between wars” — ongoing low-level
warfare engaged against Iranian assets
largely in Syria. He also is credited with what
he called the “Dahiya Doctrine,” named for
the suburb of Beirut of the same name. That
strategy advised using overwhelming de-
structive force on any villages sheltering
Hezbollah in Lebanon. It is a method he him-
self called “disproportionate” when it was in-
troduced in 2008,

Still, retired generals like Mr. Eisenkot are
common in Israeli politics but usually make
poor politicians. The former prime ministers
Ariel Sharon and Yitzhak Rabin were promi-
nent exceptions.

And even if his party receives the most

on rules adopted in the wake of the Great
Recession that have made it much harder to
get a starter home mortgage.

Policy wonks across administrations
have long deplored these kind of rules but

wants reg g the Palestinians. He rejects
annexation but supports settlements that Is-
rael considers legal. He told The Times of Is-
rael, cryptically: “We need to create the con-
ditions for a permanent-status arrangement
in the future. Will it be autonomy or a state-
minus? That is the geopolitical space I am
talking about. But it certainly will not have an
army, and will be under overriding Israeli se-
curity control.”

On the domestic front, he rejected the Ne-
tanyahu government’s attacks on the inde-
pendent judiciary, without giving firm details
of what he would do in practice.

A poll by the Israel Democracy Institute in
early October found that a majority of Israelis
are imistic about security, i
governance, the economy and social solidari-
ty. The retired general's public, if under-
stated, grief seems to speak more powerfully
tomany than Mr. Netanyahu's oft-used narra-
tives about triumph that the country does not
feel.

As a bereaved father, Mr. Eisenkot “really
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understands the depth of pain that all of us
here have experienced,” Shirley Segal, acam-
paign volunteer, told me at a Yashar party
event in September.

This month, Israelis marked three years
since Oct. 7. On that day, Mr. Eisenkot seemed
to be everywhere: He began the day at 6:29
am, the exact moment the rockets began
three years earlier, by visiting many of the
hardest-hit spots in Israel’s south. He ended
the evening at a citizen-led mass memorial
ceremony in Tel Aviv.

By contrast, Mr. Netanyahu was largely ab-
sent from public events, outside of a terse
statement of memorial, and a speech two
days earlier, both filled with calls for revenge.

pickup trucks or Central American sugar
cane, there are lots of goods from friendly
countries that we could welcome in to bring
down costs.

Are these the kind of solutions the voters

have struggled to pi (and
Congress) that curtailing them is worth the
effort. But if affordability is truly Job 1, tech-
nocrats and politicians should spend politi-
cal capital on addressing it.

It seems likely that the next administra-
tion, particularly a Democratic one, will
shift from Mr. Trump’s approach on immi-
gration. But few Democratic politicians are
framing immigration reform as a way to
bring economic benefits — using work visas
insectors like construction or hospitality, for
instance, to improve affordability.

Neither party seems interested in new
free trade deals. There are certainly na-
tional security reasons to worry about reli-
ance on certain kinds of imports from China,
but most of America’s pre-Trump trade b
riers have no such rationale and often i
crease costs for American consumers.
Whether it’'s Canadian lumber, Japanese

are Probably not. But voters
really care a lot about the cost of living. And
that’s worth taking seriously not just as
guidance for what politicians should talk
about, but also for what they, and associated
technocrats, should do in office.

Voters know what they want — a govern-
ment that focuses on tangible progress on
the cost of living — but are not technical ex-
pertsinmacroeconomics or regulatory cost-
benefit analysis. The whole point of repre-
sentative government is to elect politicians
who are willing and able to empower the
people who are experts to solve the prob-
lems voters want solved.

This kind of 1990s-style politics — pro-
gressive taxation, fiscal discipline, deregu-
lation, free trade and modesty about policy
— has been unfashionable for so long that it
scarcely seems imaginable. But when we
had it, people loved the results.

[ coLumnIST | THOMASL FRIEDMAN |

The Shame
Of the Russian
Diesel Deal

If President Trump does not understand
what will happen to him if he proceeds with
his plan to trade away support for Ukraine’s
democracy for Russian diesel, let me spell it
out: He will enter the history books in the
chapter on leaders who sold out their coun-
try’s democratic values to appease a dictator.

Donald Trump, meet Neville Chamberlain.
When future students search online for “sell-
out,” “appeaser” or “traitor to his country’s
core values,” their two pictures will come up
first, side by side. And deservedly so. At least
Chamberlain was trying, in what proved to be
lethally misguided fashion, to avoid a world
war. Trump is trying to avoid losing a few
seats in Congress — and is likely to be no
more successful in achieving his goal than
Chamberlain was in achieving his.

I have never believed that Trump was
somehow an agent of Russia’s leader, Viadi-
mir Putin, or in his pay. It is much worse. He
simply does not cherish democracy. He cher-
ishes money. And he has no problem selling
out the first for the second. When he acts in
his own commercial interests, that's his per-
sonal business. When he uses the American
presidency to make a buck, it is our collective
shame.

There is simply no core American value
Trump will not sell out. Desperate to lower
diesel prices, which are hurting Republicans
in the midterms, Trump actually made a deal
to import diesel fuel from Russia, even
though it offers a potential windfall for the
Kremlin soit can bomb Ukraine harder —and
is unlikely to help lower prices or increase
supplies much at all. Worse, his aides then
asked Ukraine to refrain from attacks on Rus-
sia’s oil refineries, without Trump making the

Trump sold out American
democratic values
to appease a dictator.

same demand of Putin regarding Ukraine's
energy infrastructure. It makes me sick tomy
stomach to even type this.

Unique among great powers, “the United
States has always made the protection and
promotion of liberal values part of its foreign
policy because it’s part of the country’s politi-
cal DNA," Michael Mandelbaum, the author
of the new book “The American Way of For-
eign Policy: Ideology, Economics, Democra-
cy,” told me. “Different presidents have given
these values different emphases, depending
on the circumstances and their own personal
predilections.”

But none have “ever abandoned them en-
tirely — let alone repudiated them,” Man-
delbaum added. “In that sense Trump really
is unique.”

This is shocking to Ukrainians, who for
nearly five years have been resisting Putin’s
attempt to wipe their country off the map. My
friend Vitaly Sych, the editor in chief of the
Ukrainian news outlet NV, texted me from
Kyiv the other day:

“When Donald Trump became president,
Ukraine lost an ally” From his first days in of-
fice, Trump “started positioning himself as a
‘negotiator; as an ‘intermediary’ between
Ukraine and the aggressor — Russia,” Sych
added. “That was strange enough. And now
he is openly siding with Russia, pushing for
Ukraine’s capitulation and calling it a peace
deal,” Sych said. “If Ukraine hits an oil refin-
ery in Russia, there is always an outraged
post from the U.S. president on Truth Social.
Is he now the Kremlin's spokesperson?”

“Russians are killing us like in a shooting
range,” Sych said. “No concern comes out
about this from the White House. Only about
Russian diesel. It is a mix of intellectual and
moral bankruptcy to claim we don't want
peace.

“Of course we want peace,” he said. “But we
don’t want capitulation packaged as peace.”

I'have to say, it is hard for me to decide who
is more despicable: Trump or tough-guy Re-
publican senators like Tom Cotton, who lam-
basted President Joe Biden for not sending
enough military aid to Ukraine and today sits
curled up in a corner of the U.S. Capitol, say-
ing nothing while Trump sells Ukraine to
Putin outright.

Here's the beginning of a story in The Hill
from Sept. 16, 2023:

A group of Republican senators sent a
letter to President Biden Saturday
urging him to “immediately” provide
the missiles Ukraine needs to win its
war against Russia. Senator Tom Cot-
ton (R-Ark.) shared the letter in a post
on X, the platform formerly known as
Twitter, arguing that not sending the
weapons would “only prolong the war
and cost lives.” Cotton was joined by
Senators Roger Wicker (R-Miss.),
Susan Collins (R-Maine) and Lindsey
Graham (R-S.C.) in his request.

That was then — when Biden was president.
Last week a bipartisan group of 12 senators
(six Republicans and six Democrats) sent a
letter to Trump demanding that he rescind
the diesel agreement and roll back the Treas-
ury Department’s license allowing it. Cotton,
who is the chairman of the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee, did not sign the letter.

Itis hard to tell whether Trump’s democra-
cy-for-diesel idea is his alone or was cooked
up with his negotiators, Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner. If those two are part of it, I
hope they understand that they will share
Trump’s infamy in the history books. The
good work they have done to end the Gaza
war will all be forgotten. They should speak
up now, because history will have its eyes on
them, too.
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OPINION

['ve Never Seen an Ebola Crisis Like This Before

Heather Kerr

The country director of the International
Rescue Committee in the Democratic Republic
of Congo.

KINSHASA, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

N A recent evening commute through
Bunia, the capital of Ituri Province in
the eastern Democratic Republic of
Congo, the streets looked almost ordi-
nary. The city of nearly one million people
was teeming with life: Fruit vendors lined
the streets, the shops were crowded, and
restaurants were filling for the evening.

But things are not normal at all. Ebola is
ravaging the area and has killed more than
4,000 people countrywide, most of them in
Tturi.

Indeed, it was hard to reconcile what 1
‘was seeing with what I'd heard from the
driver who had taken me to visit a nearby
health center. He told me that his brother
and three members of his wife’s family had
died of Ebola. His family knew about the dis-
ease, he said, but by the time they realized
how sick they were, it was too late. They
died at home, before making it to a hospital.
Nearly half of all people who are confirmed
to have Ebola will die from it.

I have worked in humanitarian health in
this region for decades and helped lead re-
sponses to several Ebola outbreaks. I have
never seen one get this far ahead of us. Even
now, days after the outbreak was declared,
most new cases are appearing outside the
chains of transmission that health workers
are tracking, and one-third to two-thirds of
deaths are occurring not in treatment cen-
ters but in places like people’s homes. The
threat is spreading: Early this month, Ken-
ya reported its first Ebola case, a man who
had traveled there from Congo and died of
the disease; two more cases have been re-
ported since.

is outbreak, caused by the
strain of Ebola, was detected late, giving the
virus a head start. Unlike for the strain be-
hind some previous outbreaks, there is no
approved vaccine for Bundibugyo. It ar-
rived at a particularly dangerous moment:
Congo’s health systems are weakened by
steep cuts in foreign aid and regional con-
flict that has displaced nearly seven million
ple.

Before 2025, U.S. government funding

supported disease surveillance, outbreak
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and run
by humanitarian organizations across east-
ern Congo. That funding was sharply re-
duced as part of broader cuts last year.
Budget i reed my organizati
the International Rescue Committee, to cut
funding to the health facilities focused on
primary care in Ituri, where this outbreak
began.

In clinics in Ituri, the funding cuts have
meant going without the surveillance tools
needed to flag Ebola symptoms early, allow-
ing the virus to spread before we can catch
up. It's a stark change from the outbreak
that started in 2018, the third-largest in his-
tory. At that time, donors called me asking:
“How much money do you need? Write us a
proposal” That outbreak lasted for two
years and produced less than haif the
caseload we've seen only five months into
this one.

The challenge is not only a lack of re-
sources. It is also a lack of trust. Decades of
violent conflict, corruption and institutional
neglect have fueled public distrust of health
care providers, international organizations
and government institutions. Rumors that
the Ebola outbreak is a hoax are wide-
spread. My colleagues working on commu-
nity outreach in Bunia told me that a mother
did not take her children to a clinic to be
checked for Ebola when they had a fever be-
cause she believed the Ebolaresponse was a
moneymaking scheme.

In some cases, that distrust has turned vi-
olent. At least a dozen health facilities have
been attacked during this outbreak. In July,
a health center in Ituri was stormed by an
armed group throwing stones. Several
Ebola patients fled. When I visited a few
weeks after the attack, International Rescue
Committee colleagues and health workers
recounted hiding during the attack. Several
told me that their main worry was their fam-
ilies, whom they could not reach until they
got out.

More broadly, distrust has made it harder
for health workers to track the virus. Con-
tact tracing, a key tool in slowing the spread
of the virus, has improved significantly, al-
though it’s still short of what's needed. The
bigger problem is that most people who
h bolain thi break were
never on a contact listin the first place. Just
over a third of confirmed cases so far were
known contacts of people infected; the rest
emerged outside any known chains of trans-
mission. Health workers told me that this is
in large part because many people who
think they have Ebola are choosing to stay
home.

When people become sick and die at
home, health workers may never identify
the people they exposed, which allows the
virus to continue spreading undetected.
We've heard from people: “I know I should
go to the health center, but actually, if 'm go-
ing to die, I'd rather die at home.” Some peo-
ple are afraid to seek treatment because
they believe they will contract the disease in
a health clinic, or that they will test positive
and be taken away from their families to die
alone.

The fear of dying alone is particularly
acute in eastern Congo, where traditions
around death and burial hold deep cultural
and spiritual significance. Families gather
to mourn and bury their dead in person, in
accordance with rituals intended to ensure
their passage into the next world. Ebola
makes that impossible; safe burials require
protective suits or body bags.

Closing the funding gaps is essential, but
to stop this outbreak, we also need to build
trust. That means working with local health
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Outbreak

This year's Ebola epidemic has become the
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Violence, foreign aid cuts and
the lack of a vaccine fuel
a rapidly growing outbreak.

workers, leaders and Ebola survivors whom
people already know and trust. We can’t
simply arrive with instructions — we must
listen, and then shape our response based
on what we hear. Religious leaders, for in-
stance, meet with their congregations every
Sunday. What they say from the pulpit
reaches people quickly and is taken seri-
ously. This work cannot begin only after
Ebola arrives in a community. We need to
build those relationships now, including in
places where the virus may strike next.

Another complicating factor is conflict it-
self, raging over the past 30 years between
government authorities and more than 100
armed groups. According to the United Na-
tions, at least 243 acts of violence, threats or
interference have affected aid workers in
Congo since the beginning of the year, and
six humanitarian workers were killed. For
the moment, the authorities in North Kivu —
one of the most restive provinces in Congo
— have assured us our teams will be able to
operate safely. But this shouldn’t depend on
good will. Last April, an agreement was
signed between the government and armed
groups, reiterating the protection of health
workers and humanitarians. This agree-
ment needs to be upheld more urgently than
ever, and across the country.

Money still matters. As of late September,
Group of 20 countries and international
partners had pledged $2.9 billion. But less
than half of what was previously pledged
has been disbursed so far. Money needs to
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Top, a cemetery in Bunia,
Democratic Republic of
Congo, where many victims of
Ebola are buried. Above, a
volunteer in Bunia
disinfecting a house of a child
infected with Ebola.

reach the front lines quickly to ramp up pre-
vention efforts, keep clinics open, find cases
early and support local health workers and
community leaders who can reach people.

Congo has defeated Ebola many times
since the virus was discovered here in 1976.
‘We know the medical tools that can stop it,
but those tools are only as effective as our
ability to reach the people who need them
and their willingness to trust us when we do.
Ifamother is too frightened to bring her sick
child to a clinic, or a family believes that
seeking treatment means surrendering a
loved one to die alone, the virus will keep
finding places to hide.
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Hollywood Thinks the Tech OIigarch Must Be Stopped

Sharon Waxman
A contributing Opmlon writer and the editor in
chief of The Wrap.

LOS ANGELES
OLLYWOOD has a new villain: the
tech mogul.

And this time, it's personal.

In the space of just a few months,
no fewer than six feature films, documenta-
ries and television shows are taking aim at
the “move fast and break things” culture of
Silicon Valley.

It feels almost like a vendetta: The most
influential storytellers on the planet are de-
picting the world’s most powerful industry
as full of greedy and venal people who don't
care whom they hurt.

Aaron Sorkin's “The Social Reckoning” is
in theaters now, featuring an angry, dour
Jeremy Strong as Mark Zuckerberg. Alex
Gibney's four-hour documentary “Musk,"
featuring a creepy, artificial-intelligence-
generated bobblehead version of the richest
man in the world, just hit theaters. Nathan
Fielder and Lance Oppenheim’s quasi docu-
mentary about the Theranos felon Elizabeth
Holmes, “You Can See Everything,” opened
last week. CBS recently debuted a legal
drama called “Cupertino” from the veteran
showrunners Michelle and Robert King,
about a couple of intrepid lawyers taking on
the giants of the Valley with the zeal of Da-
vid facing Goliath. Then, next month, Net-
flix has “The Altruists,” dramatizing the $8
billion crypto collapse of Sam Bankman-
Fried, played with Mephistophelian dorki-
ness by Anthony Boyle. And Luca
Guadagnino'’s “Artificial,” about Sam Alt-

made it, eating ramen noodles and feck-
lessly trying to appeal to women. There was
a billionaire tech villain in the series, Gavin
Belson, but the heroes were the hapless
nerds coding their way to sometime suc-
cess.

The first movie Mr. Sorkin wrote about
Facebook, 2010’s “The Social Network”
(which David Fincher directed), was in
many ways more sympathetic to Mr
Zuckerberg, who was depicted as the Holly-
wood trope of a nerd underdog trying to im-
press a girl and outmaneuver a couple of
mean jocks, the Winklevoss twins. In “Steve
Jobs,” another movie Mr. Sorkin wrote, Mr.
Jobs was depicted as a different Hollywood
archetype: the troubled, single-minded
salesman of his own genius who was too
self-centered to be a decent father.

Now, more than a decade later, we are
wiser to the more sinister ways of the Valley.
The tech geniuses aren’t here to make soci-
ety better, it turns out. They’re not here to
offer harmless alternatives to real-life social
interaction. No — they are here to enrich
themselves no matter the social cost. They
are liars, fabulists and narcissists.

Hollywood knows it's being disrupted. It
remembers what happened to the music
business when it went digital. Streaming
has upended Hollywood’s once-stable eco-
nomics, which used to be buttressed by ca-
ble fees and DVD sales. The once-lordly en-
tertainment conglomerates are now worth
less than even a young company like Mr. Alt-
man’s OpenAl, which a March funding
round valued at $852 billion. The Walt Dis-
ney Company’s market cap is $191 billion.

Hnllywood is now issuing its own moral
j is wicked, a curse

man, will arrive in theaters in D

The tech world has eaten legacy Holly-
wood, humbled it, beaten it at its own game.
The latest example is David Ellison’s pur-
chase of Warner Bros., which he did with the
backing of his father, the Oracle co-founder
Larry Ellison, in order to add it to Para-
mount, which he already ran. But this has
been happening for over a decade now. Net-
flix is now the biggest game in Tinseltown.
Amazon and Apple are major players.

Call it vengeance. Or jealousy. Call it the
“Network” effect (by which I mean the 1976
movie). Hollywood is mad as hell.

The adorable dweebs of “Silicon Valley”
are gone. That's the HBO show of the 2010s
by Alec Berg and Mike Judge that lam-
pooned the rags-to-riches ethos of Silicon
Valley start-up culture. The series por-
trayed a group of buddies living somewhere
near Sand Hill Road as they faked it till they

cloaked in virtue.

You can hardly miss Mr. Sorkin’s antipa-
thy for Mr. Zuckerberg in “The Social Reck-
oning.” As written and directed by Mr.
Sorkin, the Facebook founder lacks any
moral grounding, insisting that his platform
continue to feed the spiral of hate speech
and misinformation that drives advertising
revenue.

It's not just Hollywood foisting this on us,
of course. These suspicions are reflected in
American public opinion. There is wide-
spread distrust of Big Tech companies, and
of A.L in particular. Data centers are pos-
itively hated by pretty much everyone. So
these films are, in some sense, also giving
the audience what it wants.

In the trailer for “Artificial" which was
dropped by Amazon MGM Studios for dis-
tribution but picked up by Neon for release

Silicon Valley beat

Now moviemakers

in December, a character declares in grand
fashion, “We've created a machine that will
solve the world’s problems.” In the trailer for
“The Altruists,” the Bankman-Fried charac-
ter pronounces, “We are going to change the
world,” before declaring a few seconds lat-
er: “There’s no such thing as criminals.
There’s just people who get caught.”

Mr. Fielder and Mr. Oppenheim had to do
little more than aim their camera at Ms.
Holmes and her romantic partner, Billy Ev-
ans, before she goes to prison. There isn't a
shred of regret or shame for the crimes es-
tablished in court. Merely self-pity.

Irecently went to a screening of “You Can
See Everything” for a thousand Hollywood
insiders, and there was laughter as Ms.
Holmes shed tears over leaving her baby be-
hind for prison. Some might say the reaction
smacked of schadenfreude.

On “Saturday Night Live” last weekend,
James Austin Johnson played the “Shark
Tank” investor Kevin O’Leary defending his
bid to build the world’s largest A.1. data cen-

HAKMIET LENNEMAN

ter in Utah. “So what happened, Mr. Won-
derful?” asked Colin Jost. “It's very simple,”
Mr. Johnson answered. “All [ want is to buy
up 40,000 acres of God’s untouched splendor
and replace it with a very loud computer
that steals your job.”

This got laughs. Much of America agrees
with Hollywood’s position these days, that
Silicon Valley no longer even pretends to
serve society, even a capitalist one, It’s just
hellbent on getting richer. Hang the conse-
quences.

After the credits roll, the changes
wrought by technology are coming anyway.
There’s a lot of happy talk in Hollywood
right now that A.L is going to create endless
possibilities for storytelling. There are a
host of new companies that aim to optimize
AL tools to help filmmakers, writers and
producers. And it may turn out that A.I will
be a wonderful tool to drive more creativity
and — who knows? — jobs.

But that’s not today. Today, Hollywood is
looking to torch it.
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WHAT MATTERS MOST

Voting for a better life

Randi Weingarten
President, AFT

The divisions roiling our country can
obscure the fact that Americans share
a common desire: We all want fair-
ness and opportunity, the keys to se-
curing the American Dream. But right
now, that hope for a better life feels
aut of reach for too many people who
are struggling just to get by.

Anxiety abounds over the cost of gas,
groceries, rent, healthcare, daycare
and all of life’s necessities. Ask any
farmer or trucker about how surg-
Ing diesel prices have blown up their
budgets, or anyone whose utility bills
have soared because of data centers
Across America, people are worried
theyl lose their jobs, their healthcare
or both. They're fearful about what
kind of future lies ahead for their chil-
dren and grandchildren.

Donald Trump promised to make life
easier and less expensive. Not only
has he done nothing to fix this, his poli-
cles, tariffs and costly wars of choice
have made things worse. And leaders
in his party have rubber-stamped his
reckless actions. As Americans skimp
and stress, Trump is on a spree of
corruption and grift, cashing in on the
presidency to the tune of $2.2 billion
last year alone.

Meanwhile, working people are anx-
ious, angry and even hopeless. But
we are not powerless. In the United
States, our constitutional democracy
s still based on the will of the pecple,
which we express through our votes.
When people feel they can't control so
many things in their lives, voting is a
lever we can pull to make the country
work for *we the people” and not just
for those at the top.

I saw this on a recent trip to Hungary,
where the people rose up in recent
elections to break the grip of Viktor Or-
ban's authoritarianism and corruption.
During the campaign, Orban's chal-
lenger (now. Hungary’s newly elected
prime minister) traveled the country-
side in & flatbed truck and talked to
everyone; not just those he thought
would vote for him, to make clear
that his fight was their fight—to make
Hungary work again for the people,
not just the well-connected who pros-
pered from the Orban regime's corrup-

tion. An 80 percent of

. not abandon, public edu-

Hungarians turned out to vote, which
offers another lesson for Americans in
the upcoming elections: Vote in such
large numbers that the election out-
come is unmistakable.

I've seen powerful examples of people
bridging divisions to work for the com-
mon good. In Texas, an unlikely politi-
cal alliance is emerging, ranging from
parents to pastors to disappointed
MAGA populists. They're bound by
anger that the state's new voucher
program will cause public schools
to lose $300 million this year alone
and threatens the closure of public
schools in rural parts of the state. In
Alaska, a bipartisan coalition is work-
ing to restore pensions for state and
local government employees, to at-
tract and retain workers and provide
a secure retirement. And in Ohio, Or-
egon and elsewhere, AFT healthcare
affiliates are working with broad co-
alitions to fight back against hospital
closures and reduction of essential
services like cancer care and labor
and delivery units.

The most important things we can do
between now and Election Day are to
vote, vote early where possible, encour-
age others to vote, and protect the vote.
But the election is not the end, its just
the first step in getting the country back
on track and making democracy work
for working people.

We can elect leaders who will address
the crises of costs being too high
and wages too low. Leaders who will
stabilize Social Security, fix our bro-
ken healthcare system and make our
immigration system secure and hu-
mane. We can elect leaders who will

cation and who will roll back private
school vouchers. Leaders who will
stop the weaponization and defund-
ing of higher education. We can vote
for leaders who will enact guardrails
for artificial intelligence, to protect
our safety, privacy, jobs and very
existence. Leaders who will restore
Medicaid, the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, Affordable Care
Act credits and student loan relief—
programs that were slashed to give
even bigger tax cuts to the wealthy
and now to pay for another war. Lead-
ers who will act to ensure our water
is safe to drink and our air is safe to
breathe. We can elect leaders who will
demand accountability for corruption
and abuse of power and who won't al-
low tech billionaires to be this genera-
tion's robber barons

The future we
want is within
reach. It starts
with your vote.

But none of this is possible unless we
exercise the power of our vote. We can
elect people up and down the ballot
who not only understand our anxiety
about affordability and the American
Dream slipping away, but also will take
bold action to address it. The future we
want is within reach. As in Hungary, it
starts with your vote.

Weingarten (fifth from left) in Rochester, Minn., on Oct. 15 with
educators, including congressional candidate Jake Johnson, during the
AFTvotes bus rour.
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Urban Disorder Is Not Inevitable

German Lopez
A writer for the editorial board.

DENVER
OMELESSNESS, all appearances to
the contrary, is a long-solved prob-
lem. We know both the causes and the
cure. You wouldn't think that's the

case from visiting many U.S. cities. Stymied
by political and financial hurdles, progres-
sive bastions — including Los Angeles, Se-
attle and Burlington, Vt. — appear to have
given up. They have surrendered public
spaces to the homeless and their encamp-
ments to the point that it's difficult to de-
scribe these spaces as truly for the public
anymore.

Denver shows what happens when a city
puts into place proven policies with determi-
nation and focus. Not only has it signifi-
cantly reduced homelessness; it embar-
rasses every other urban jurisdiction that
has failed to deal with its Covid-era surge of
homeless encampments. Other cities no
longer have an excuse.

Denver has recorded the biggest recent
dropin street homelessness among the larg-
est U.S. cities, according to my analysis of
local data. The city’s drop was roughly 13
times the national rate in 2025, the most re-
cent year for federal statistics. Since 2023,
Denver’s unsheltered population is down 64
percent. “What they're doing is working,"
said Samantha Batko, a senior fellow at the
left-leaning Urban Institute, which is inde-
pendentiy evaluating the city’s progress.

Since Mayor Mike Johnston of Denver
took office in 2023, he has focused on getting
unsheltered homelessness to zero. He has
done so by using some fairly standard ideas.
Police officers break up homeless encamp-
ments, warning that repeated violations
could lead to arrest. With the help of social
workers, the city connects those people to
services and shelters. Crucially, it has ex-
panded those services to ensure that offi-
cers and social workers have something to
connect people to.

By
and social services, Denver demonstrates
that cities don't need to choose between
those binaries. They should do both.

Politically, none of this is easy. On the po-
licing side, progressives remain skeptical of
using law enforcement to deal with what
they see as largely an economic issue. On
the housing side, the constraint is money.
Building housing and shelters requires pub-
lic and private funds that cities often don’t
have and aren’t willing to prioritize over
other spending and tax cuts.

Speaking from an office stuffed with Col-
orado memorabilia, Mr. Johnston said he
wanted to go further. He laid out a vision to
ensure that all people are housed and that
public spaces are actually available to the
public. “Our fundamental mantra when we
started was our belief that all of our prob-
lems are solvable and we're the ones tosolve
them,” he told me.

N A Monday afternoon, Mr. Johnston
played tour guide. He wanted to show
me the city’s new homeless shelters
and how they differed from tradi-
tional facilities. We walked 10 minutes from
City Hall — the mayor stopped to congratu-
late a wedding party on the way out —toa
block of tiny houses known as Elati Village.
Each resident there gets a small house
that offers a level of privacy not typical for
homeless shelters. Valentino Ortiz, a former
Elati Village resident and a transgender
man, said privacy was important for his
safety. He recalled a previous stay at a more
traditional shelter. “The third day, I was al-
ready getting sexually assaulted,” he said.
At Elati, “you have a beautiful tiny home to
call your own. You have hot showers. You
can cook your own meals and do laundry."
Next, Mr. Johnston took me to the Aspen,
acity-owned hotel. For residents, it is like an
apartment complex. The rooms weren't too
different from places I'velived in. Mr. Johns-
ton said he wanted the city’s shelters to feel
like real homes — “a room of one’s own.”

‘All of our
problems are
solvable’:

How Denver has
reduced

homelessness.

As we walked through the building, resi-
dents told the mayor they finally had been
able to get their lives in order. Staff mem-
bers at the Aspen and other shelters spend
much of their time preparing people to
leave. They help residents get the docu-
ments they need to find a job and permanent
housing. They connect them to training, ed-
ucation programs and additional govern-
ment aid, including housing vouchers and
rent subsidies. Residents don't face hard
limits on how long they can stay, but
providers are, under their contracts, evalu-
ated on how many people they help get on
the right path.

The goal is to keep people off the streets
for good. To that end, the city still has to ad-
dress the high cost of housing. Denver has
enacted some reforms, but buying and rent-
ing a home remain too expensive for much
of the poor and middle class.

Ana Miller, an organizer for the homeless
rights group Housekeys Action Network
Denver, criticized the Aspen for some of its
rules and their enforcement, particularly
the staff's room inspections. She also
panned the shelter’s provider, Urban Alche-
my, which has faced criticism in other cities
for its unorthodox tactics, including its hir-
ing of ex-convicts as staff members. Ms.
Miller said Elati Village offers a better mod-
el than typical shelters, but she worried
about resistance from neighborhoods to
building more such communities. The
neighbors living in apartments near Elati
“literally point cameras at the community
and watch them,” she said.

AT FOX FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Still, the numbers speak for themselves.
Mr. Johnston said that no one has declined
an offer to move into one of the new facilities
and that they are consistently at or near ca-
pacity. The city’s biggest problem is how it
can buy or build more places like Elati Vil-
lage and the Aspen to meet demand.

Much of the tens of millions of dollars the
city has spent on shelters came from tempo-
rary federal funds that have expired. The

have the means to do so, they added.

Officer Nierenberg told them to pack up
their tent and said he would see what he
could do. He sat in his car, making calls and
looking through his computer. After about 15
minutes, he came back with abus ticket. The
man, who identified himself as Chance,
cried tears of joy.

‘We continued like this for the rest of the
morning. Sometimes the encounters were
less pleasant. One man told the officers, in
colorful language, to go away. Other times,
people were cordial. “It has been a typical
morning,” the officer told me as we headed
back to the police station.

Progressives tend to view the enforce-
ment side of anti-homelessness strategies
with disdain because it can involve criminal-
izing an economic or a mental health issue.
At the same time, other residents don’t want
encampments clogging up parks and side-
walks. Progressive cities have tried to get
around the dilemma by flooding the streets
with social services, hoping that offers of
help would get people on the streets to pack
up. The reality, as cities have painfully
learned, is that people often need a stronger
push to abandon their tents.

The balanced approach has shrunk the
number of encampments across Denver, the
Urban Institute’s evaluation found. From
2023 to 2025, the number of active encamp-
ments fell by nearly half. The number of
large encampments, with 10 or more tents or
structures, dropped by 91 percent. “It's
pretty much night and day,” said Anthony
Mantelli, whose family runs the West Saloon
and Kitchen in the city’s 16th Street Mall. “I
close the restaurant four or five nights a
week. I don’'t deal with many issues at all”

Mr. Johnston described his strategy
through his perspective as a former school
principal. “Your job is to keep everyone
safe,” he said. “That means I love every sin-
gle kid in the building. And if there’s one kid
who's making other kids in the building feel
unsafe, my job is to either help him change
his behavior or hold him accountable for it.”

ASKED Mr. Johnston if it's realistic to
think a city as large as Denver can elimi-
nate street homelessness. “I genuinely
believe we can do it,” he said.

The next phase will be more difficult.
Those who continue tolive on the streets are
much more likely to suffer from mental ill-
ness and addiction. They need more than a
roof over their heads.

For this step, Mr. Johnston has begun an
initiative that focuses on connecting people
to mental health and addiction treatment.
That will be hard to execute. Many of the
sick and addicted are resistant to treatment,
and getting them to accept help can require
a kind of coercion and policing of low-level
crimes that many progressives are uncom-
fortable with.

I came away from Denver convinced that
the mayor’s focus and determination are the
most crucial factors. I've seen this happen

p has tocut
housing subsidies across the country. The fi-
nancial constraints have led some local offi-
cials to question whether the cost of the
city’s efforts is worth the benefit. If that sen-
timent spreads, it could doom progress.

T 6:30 A.M. on Tuesday, | met with a

Denver police squad to see the en-

forcement side of the city’s strategy.

Officer Michael Nierenberg, who led
the group, told me his goal was not to arrest
people. Tall and imposing, he said the threat
he presented was only an incentive to push
people to get help. Social workers rode
along.

Early in the patrol, we came across a tent.
Inside, a couple slept with all their belong-
ings scattered across the floor. Officer
Nierenberg waited patiently as they woke
up, and then he i the

Policies that work in one place
fail in another because officials can replicate
the law or the money but not the leadership
— the force of will — behind the original
success.

But Democrats around the country
should figure out how to copy Denver’s pro-
gram. The party’s failure to tackle home-
lessness and public disorder more broadly
has haunted it nationwide. It's one reason
the party is unpopular, even as President
Trump has approval ratings in the 30s, leav-
ing many voters with two options on the bal-
lot they don’t particularly like.

“When you see a problem in front of you
every day and nothing happens, your only
option is either to blame your neighbor or to
blame democracy,” Mr. Johnston said. Mr.
Trump “has proved that if things are bad
enough, Americans are open to both of those

of breaking laws against camping outside: a
verbal warning, then a written warning,
then a ticket or arrest. He started asking
about the couple’s situation. They were from
Texas, they said, and still had family there,
They would like to go back, but they didn’t

He added: “I think the opposite’s also
true. If you can prove that there’s something
hard to do and we work it out together and it
gets better, you train people’s muscle memo-
rytoturn to each other — not to turn on each
other”

Land Acknowledgments Aren't Just Woke. Theye Right.

John McWhorter

A Columbia University linguist who writes a
Times Opinion newsletter about how race and
language shape our politics and culture.

T EVENTS in today’s woker spaces, it

has become conventional to start

things off by publicly noting that the

land where the event is taking place
was once inhabited by a certain Native
American group (or groups). I'mnot a fan of
what's been called Woke 1, but I think the
land acknowledgments are wonderful.

Statements often also say that the origi-
nal inhabitants were parted from their land
by treachery, violence and European dis-
ease, and also note that their descendants
survive and remain stewards of the land.

Events at Yale, for example, sometimes
begin with this acknowledgment:

“Yale University acknowledges that In-
digenous peoples and nations, including
Mohegan, Mashantucket Pequot, Eastern
Pequot, Schaghticoke, Golden Hill Paugus-
sett, Niantic, and the Quinnipiac and other
Algonquian-speaking peoples, have stew-
arded through generations the lands and
waterways of what is now the state of Con-
necticut. We honor and respect the enduring
relationship that exists between these peo-
ples and nations and this land.”

I attended an event in Vancouver a few

years ago that began with an

land because of these

ment of several Indigenous groups, includ-
ing the Squamish and the Musqueam, and
the next day encountered outdoors several
signs doing the same, including translations
into the languages themselves which daz-
zled me with symbols and diacritics new to
me even as a linguist.

Many find these anin-

other woke shibboleths is like dismissing
paved roads because the Romans built them
but also espoused slavery, sexism and vio-
lence as spectacle. “Look at what the Ro-
mans were like — no aqueducts for me!”
Land acknowledgments are, or can be,
more than a mere reflexive salute to anti-

authentic way of genuflecting to injustice
without having to actually do anything
about it. But institutions often treat the ac-
knowledgments as one of many strategies
for supporting the local Indigenous groups.
Yale now grants a certificate in Native
American and Indigenous studies. Its joint
project with N.Y.U. supports Native Ameri-
can tribal sovereignty through legal advoca-
cy and educational initiatives.

Yet obviously any efforts can repair only
partly. Most of the descendants of the Le-
nape who originally inhabited Manhattan
now live in Oklahoma and Wisconsin (and
Ontario), their ancestors having been forc-
ibly moved there by whites in the 1800s.

But some response is better than none,
and to sneer at land acknowledgments as
performative nonsense is letting the perfect
be the enemy of the good.

People often put land acknowledgments
in the same basket as calling the soft bigotry
of low expectations “D.E.I"” and calling for
the defunding of the police. But trashing

Even as a kid, long before High
Woke, I used to think about how other peo-
ple had lived on the Philadelphia land I
knew, such as in the woods across the street
from my house, and how permanently all of
the streets and sidewalks and factories and
playgrounds and buildings had erased what
those former inhabitants had known, along
with their entire way of life.

They felt their land as inherently and
eternally theirs in the same way we do.
They couldn’t imagine that one day an
alien people would shove them brutally
aside as vermin and pave the land over,
crisscross it with train tracks and run pipes
underground and wires overhead, leaving
it unrecognizable.

My grandmother was a seamstress for a
rich white family that would give staff a
luscious rustic week each summer on their
island in Maine. She brought my family
along in the summer of 1975. You could
drink the lake water, it was so clean and
clear. Dinner nightly was big lobsters. All
you had to do was dip your rod in the water,

An imperfect
recognition of
Native history is
better than no
recognition at all.

and you'd be sure to pull up a bass. The
cook made splendid blueberry pie with the
local berries. The dogs were cute. In our
“cottage,” there was for some reason not a
piano but an organ; I loved learning how to
work it.

The Polaroids of all of this just shine to
this day with what a simple, unalloyed joy
that week was. Except that late at night, 1
heard the white staff, always so warm and
friendly around us, talking fiercely about
the local Native Americans — I'm guessing
they were the Passamaquoddy — as if they
were less than human,

Later, I participated in a program help-
ing restore Native Americans' languages to
them (Leanne Hinton's pioneering Breath
of Life). For one of the languages, a set of
flash cards was one of the few records of its
key words, and it had gone missing. The
cards happened to turn up at my house,
where one of the other assistants had acci-
dentally left them after a gathering. When 1
gave them back to one of the group’s mem-
bers, 1 will never forget her tears and the
sincerity of her long hug. These people lost
so much, and it still hurts.

Yet all we have is now. The least we can
do is express, even ritually, our awareness
of the horror of what happened, including
acknowledging that the people are still
here. If this is woke, it's the good kind. It
feels to me like a right thing to do.
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