THE HINDU

Editorial

Friday, July 17, 2026
DELHI

Wealth of lacunae

Cybersecurity, transparency are
non-negotiable in vital installations
T he ransomware attack against a contrac-

tor involved in the Kudankulam nuclear

power project is concerning, even if noth-
ing threatening the plant’s integrity was stolen. In
2019, malware was found on the same facility’s
administrative network, but the NPCIL main-
tained that the operational reactor network was
unaffected. The new incident extends the same
theme. India’s breach disclosure regime is incon-
sistent and often plainly opaque. Affected organ-
isations tend to believe admitting a breach will
damage public confidence, share prices, con-
tracts, and invite regulatory scrutiny. So, they
tend to ease their language in public statements
and avoid disclosure until compelled. Many or-
ganisations also lack mature incident response
capabilities, not uncommonly because they treat
cybersecurity as a matter of compliance rather
than necessity. So, assessing what data has been
affected in the early stages of an attack becomes
technically impossible. According to public infor-
mation, the facility’s core infrastructure is unaf-
fected; instead, a group called ‘World Leaks’
mounted a ransomware attack compromising
systems belonging to Reliance Infrastructure,
one of the engineering contractors of Units 3 and
4. The data in the incident were hosted by Yotta
Data Services, which said it detected suspicious
activity on its servers on May 29.

Beyond political reshuffles, renew education in India

hen Parliament assembles next

week, there will be debates,

disruptions and legislation.

Television studios will reduce
complex issues to political arithmetic, and
headlines will declare winners and losers. Yet, I
cannot help asking whether the true measure of
Parliament is not by the number of Bills it passes,
but by the questions it chooses to confront and
resolve. For the past several days, one such
question has been waiting outside its doors. My
husband, Sonam Wangchuk, scientist, engineer,
educator and social reformer, has been on an
indefinite fast. Every morning I watch with
growing anxiety as his body weakens. His body is
paying the price for a conviction that education
deserves the nation’s urgent attention. Every day
begins with the same silent question: how much
longer can his body endure?

This is not merely a family’s private concern. It
has become a test of our national conscience.
Those who choose the path of non-violent
sacrifice hope their suffering will awaken
society’s conscience to a greater purpose. If this
fast culminates only in the resignation or
reshuffling of the Union Education Minister, India
would have reduced an extraordinary act of
conviction and personal sacrifice to an ordinary
political outcome. Public accountability is the
cornerstone of democracy. Ministers must have
the moral courage to own their failures and step
aside when necessary. But individuals are
transient; institutions endure. More important
than replacing a Minister is defining an
educational future for which every Minister,

According to open-source i plat-
form RansomLook, the data began appearing on
World Leaks on June 11. However, the NPCIL is-
sued a formal clarification only on July 15, follow-
ing widespread media reports. Some 14.3 GB of
files have been released, including the layouts of
ventilation systems, floor plans of an alleged
“control room”, supplier and vendor lists, and in-
surance paperwork. While the files have not been
independently authenticated, the actors and
their incentives merit a closer look. The NPCIL
has said that the files only pertain to infrastruc-
ture beyond the facility’s nuclear island. Howev-
er, such information can still serve so-called intel-
ligence preparation activities. India is the
third-most breached country and has already
brooked similar attacks against AIIMS Delhi, air-
lines, and State government portals. In this mi-
lieu, the government has positioned Kudankulam
as the centrepiece of India’s nuclear power ambi-
tions. As CERT-In is conducting an investigation
and Reliance and Yotta have shared their findings
with the government, CERT-In and NPCIL should
also clarify the nature and authenticity of the
files, whether data were exfiltrated before detec-
tion, and whether any credentials or supplier ac-
counts have been exposed. Radical transparency
is impossible here but basic cyber-hygiene and
proactive communication are non-negotiable.
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Breaching the target
Rising inflation leaves no room for a cut

in interest rates

l ndia’s retail inflation breached the RBI's 4%

target for the first time under the new CPI se-
ries, rising to 4.38% in June from 3.93% in
May and about 2.7% a year earlier. The latest
print reflects a broader pass-through of price
pressures that had, until recently, remained con-
centrated at the producer level, largely driven by
spiralling transport and fuel costs since the U.S.-
Iran conflict in late February. Consequently, the
gap between wholesale and retail inflation has
only marginally narrowed. Wholesale inflation
(WPI), now based on 2022-23, remained elevated
at 9.87% in June, up from 9.68% in May. Fuel and
power continued to exert the greatest pressure
on producers, recording inflation of 27.41%, only
arginally lower than May’s 28.18%. As India im-
ports nearly 90% of its crude oil requirements,
the value of merchandise imports surged to $70.8
billion in June from about $54.1 billion a year ear-
lier, even though import volumes did not rise
proportionately. This underscores how imported
inflation, amplified by crude prices that briefly
crossed $110 a barrel, has driven systemic price
pressures across the economy. The rupee’s sharp
depreciation during the conflict added to these
pressures, although RBI intervention in the fo-
reign exchange market helped cushion the fall.
The transport category merits closer examina-
tion. Transport inflation more than doubled to
4.31% in June from 1.75% in May, while the sub-
group, “transport services for goods”, remained
elevated, rising to 7.70% from 7.63%. Another
notable pressure point has been restaurants and
hotels. Although the government announced a
modest reduction in commercial LPG prices ear-
lier this month, it has done little to offset the
steep increases through May and June, when the
price of a 19.2 kg commercial cylinder in Delhi
climbed to around ¥2,930 before easing margi-
nally. The system-wide impact is also evident in
food prices, with the Consumer Food Price Index
(CFPI) rising to 5.32% from 4.78% in May. Another
significant price pressure on the CFPI that must
be factored in is the projection of a deficient
southwest monsoon and its impact on agricul-
ture, though the extent will become clearer in the
weeks ahead. Meanwhile, despite the Centre
more than doubling import duties on gold and
silver from 6% to 15% in May, Commerce Ministry
data suggest that bullion imports have remained
robust amid global uncertainty, contributing to
higher jewellery prices and household inflation.
Although the ceasefire announced in late June
briefly eased crude prices, they have begun ris-
ing again. Given continuing geopolitical uncer-
tainty and persistent upstream price pressures,
inflation is unlikely to return to the RBI’s 4% tar-
get soon, leaving no room for a rate cut at the Mo-
netary Policy Committee’s August meeting.
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of party, is held accountable.

Fifteen years ago, around half of India’s
population was under 25. Economists celebrated
this as India’s demographic dividend, perhaps the
greatest developmental opportunity available to
any nation in the 2Ist century. In one of my
articles, I had argued that while India has
invested significantly in access to education, it
has missed out on excellence. Enrolment has
grown, but learning has not been transformed. If
India aspires to become a Vishwa Guru, it must
educate this generation differently. But India
seems to have missed the opportunity.

‘What demographic dividend is

A demographic dividend is realised by producing
better thinkers, wiser leaders, confident
innovators, skilled researchers and teachers,
ethical entrepreneurs, honest pubhc servants and
[ citizens, This, fore, is the
moment to rise above personalities, parties and
politics. Sonam Wangchuk’s fast should become
the catalyst for a national awakening on the
future of education. The question is larger than
whether one Minister should resign. It is whether
India will dare rebuild the education system that
will shape the next century. We need more than a
reshuffle — we need reform, renewal, and a
renaissance. In my view, that renaissance rests on
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10 urgent reforms. First, reform the system of
examination. Assessment determines learning. As
long as examinations reward memory, schools
will teach memory. If examinations reward
thinking, schools will cultivate thinkers. Within
three years, every examination, from school
boards to JEE, NEET, CUET and the UPSC, should
progressively evaluate conceptual understanding,
application, creativity, analytical reasoning,
ethical judgement and real world
problem-solving rather than recall.
Competency-based assessment should become
the national norm.

Second, India must dismantle the coaching
culture that it has inadvertently created as a
parallel education system. Families spend
fortunes on coaching because India’s entrance
examinations reward repetition more than
reflection. Multiple examination windows,
greater weightage to school performance and
portfolios, and redesigned entrance tests can
gradually restore learning to schools and
childhood to children.

Respect for teaching

Third, build the world’s best teachers: No
education system can rise above the quality of its
teachers as is seen in Finland, Singapore, South
Korea and Japan. India needs a National Teacher
Excellence Mission that treats teaching as one of
the most respected professions through rigorous
preparation, continuous professional
development, mentoring, research opportunities
and leadership training.

Fourth, every vacant teaching position
represents thousands of lost learning
opportunities. Vacancies from Anganwadis and
primary schools to central universities, IITs, [IMs,
NITs and AIIMS should be filled through
transparent, merit-based recruitment within
three months.

Fifth, reconnect education with society.
Education must prepare young people not just for
employment but also for citizenship. Every
undergraduate should complete a semester of
apprenticeship, research, entrepreneurship, rural
immersion, community service or industry
experience before graduation. Knowledge
acquires meaning when tested against reality.

Sixth, India must restore faith in its
government schools. Every child deserves an
equal education until the age of 13, regardless of
income or geography. Laboratories, libraries,
sports facilities, digital infrastructure, sanitation
and qualified teachers should become guaranteed
minimum national standards. This can only
happen when policymakers have a personal stake
in public education and those responsible for
governing public institutions also trust them with
their own families.

Seventh, trust educational institutions with
greater academic freedom that they deserve.
Governments should define learning outcomes
and ensure accountability. They should not

micromanage pedagogy, curriculum innovation
or research. The world’s finest institutions
flourish because they are trusted to innovate,
collaborate and respond to local contexts.
Academic freedom produces excellence.

Eight, what is measured improves.
Transparency is one of the most powerful drivers
of reform. A real-time national public education
dashboard should be set up, on which every
stakeholder can compare schools and universities
using verified measures of learning outcomes,
teacher vacancies, infrastructure, research
output, accreditation, employability, and student
well-being.

Ninth, public investment in education should
rise to at least six per cent of GDP, accompanied
by an increase in research funding to at least two
per cent of GDP. Nations become knowledge
economies not through aspiration alone, but
through sustained investment in schools,
universities, laboratories and ideas.

Tenth, educational reform must outlive
electoral cycles and not begin afresh every time
governments change. India needs an
mdependent statutory national education reform
commission that establishes measumble natmna]
bench audits i
annual progress reports to Parliament, tracks
outcomes across every State/Union Territory and
holds governments accountable to measurable
outcomes rather than political rhetoric.

Education beyond political divides

None of these reforms belongs to one political
party or to one ideology. Every government has
contributed something valuable, yet every
government has also inherited unresolved
structural weaknesses. Education must become
India’s first genuinely bipartisan national mission.
History offers nations only a few defining
moments when public attention, moral
conviction and political urgency converge. This
may be one of them. Parliament will eventually
adjourn. But whether the child entering class one
this year will grow into an innovator or an
imitator, a responsible citizen or a passive
spectator depends on the education we choose to
build today.

The question before India is no longer who will
lead the Ministry of Education. It is whether we,
as a nation, have the vision and the resolve to
build an education system worthy of our
children. That responsibility belongs not to one
government or one political party, but to every
citizen who believes that education is the
foundation upon which every other national
aspiration rests.

If Sonam Wangchuk’s fast helps us begin that
journey, then his sacrifice will not merely have
drawn attention to a crisis. It will have helped
awaken a nation. History will remember whether
we dared to transform a personal sacrifice into a
national renaissance. That responsibility belongs
toall of us.

It is not all bad between India and Pakistan

Pakistanis and Indians emerged in the

public domain, an acrimonious debate has
begun on whether India should reopen dialogue
with its neighbour, with most pointing to the
inability of Pakistan to ever live peacefully with
India. While this is understandable in the
aftermath of the Pahalgam horror (2025), the fact
remains that India and Pakistan have, on many
occasions, shown far greater circumspection than
their western counterparts and have also quietly
cooperated to a surprising degree. Clearly, there
is potential for cooperation. Equally, however,
this potential has been hit progressively harder
by terrorism.

E ver since a letter written by 117 eminent

‘Wars, yet with restraint

Every foreign correspondent writing on the
India-Pakistan relationship, will frame it with
reference to their three wars (1947, 1965, 1971).
But few realise that during all three wars, both
sides made efforts not to bomb each other’s cities
and civilian spaces. But there were some targets,
such as the church at Ambala that was hit in 1965
as Pakistan tried to target the air base. Military
historian Rana Chhina notes that the only serious
attack on civilian areas was at Chhearta, hours
after a ceasefire was called, but originally meant
to target a key radar station in Amritsar.

Even in 1971, both sides restricted attacks to
military targets, including oil storage sites. Official
sources in India note that military casualties for
all three wars at 8,211, while Pakistan’s broad
figures point to some 15,000. Sadly, no credible
sources are available for civilian casualties,
though accounts of the war show life going on
‘courageously’ in Pakistani towns, with the same
fortitude reported from Amritsar, a flash point in
all major wars. Consider that Allied air bombing
during the Second World War killed an estimated
3,00,000-6,00,000 civilians in German cities
under the new concept of “area bombing”.
Attacks against just Dresden, with hardly any
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military value, killed 25,000. Then there was the
bombing of Tokyo that killed 1,00,000. Allied
planes even mined the seas to deny fishing in
“Operation Starvation’. Germany was hardly any
better, killing thousands but its crimes have been
recorded. Those by the West are hard to find, but
new ‘doctrines’ of both held human life cheap. In
contrast, India and Pakistan militaries kept to a
battlefield concept. Once terrorism came into
play, all these niceties were set aside. But even as
Pakistan suffered terror attacks, including two
attempts on General Musharraf’s life, in 2003, a
third was foiled quietly with Indian intelligence
support; that tacitly it acknowledged strong
Pakistani action against terrorist groups. True,
this was in the aftermath of 9/11, where Islamabad
was told to cooperate or ‘be bombed back into
the Stone Age’ according to the General.

Fragile bridges

In yet another instance, after 26/11, President Asif
Ali Zardari, instructed his ISI Chief General Shuja
Pasha to visit Delhi and cooperate in the
investigation. This was flatly refused by the then
Chief, General Kayani. A year later U.S.
Vice-President Joe Biden was telling the British
that Mr. Zardari was afraid of ‘being taken out’.
Later, the ‘Memogate’ scandal had Mr. Zardari’s
fervent appeal for help against the generals.
Later, Nawaz Sharif reached out as well, being the
first to congratulate Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and attending his inaugural in 2014. Mr.
Modi then made a surprise visit to Raiwind for a
Sharif family wedding in December 2015. In
January 2016, the Pathankot attack happened.
This time, Islamabad registered a case for
investigation. Less than a year later, Mr. Sharif
himself was forced out of office on corruption
charges that were never proven. Mr. Modi, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh all invested
significant political capital in reaching out to
Pakistan. All three faced failure, with Manmohan
Singh particularly reviled for his efforts.

Then came the 2005 nuclear
confidence-building agreement, which still holds,
with the last meeting held in January 2026. In
contrast, arms control agreements between
Russia and the U.S. have collapsed. The
agreement was tested on March 9, 2022, when
India acknowledged that a technical malfunction
during routine maintenance led to the accidental
firing of a missile into Pakistan. No damage was
reported, and Delhi ordered a high-level inquiry.

While Prime Minister Imran Khan and
politicians reacted strongly, Gen. Qamar Bajwa’s
response showed notable restraint. Gen. Bajwa
also advocated using Pakistan’s geo-economic
potential by opening trade corridors with India,
possibly due to the country’s economic crisis.
However, most remarkably, even as India faced
Chinese incursions in Galwan, both countries
reaffirmed their ceasefire commitment during
Gen. Bajwa’s tenure, despite the earlier
abrogation of Article 370 in 2019.

There are many more instances of
cooperation, though not all are publicly
recorded. The constant point is that relations
deteriorated sharply once terrorism began,
initially targeting the military and more recently
civilians, as seen in the horrific Pahalgam attack.
Pakistan has suffered further as groups it once
supported, such as the Taliban, turned against it.

The path to cooperation

In 2025, terrorism rose by 34% amid growing
unrest in Occupied Kashmir, the tribal areas and
Balochistan. Years of military rule have weakened
state institutions. Yet, cooperation remains
possible in areas such as glacial melt,
stubble-burning alternatives and particularly
narcotics trafficking, an area where both
countries have previously worked together. The
key step is for Rawalpindi to demonstrate clearly
an end to its support for terrorism. That could
even open the way for a renegotiation of the
Indus Waters Treaty to mutual benefit.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Nuclear plant security
The reported data breach
involving the Kudankulam
nuclear power plant in
Tamil Nadu (Front page,
July 16) must be treated as
a matter of national
security, not as a routine
cyber incident. This is not
comparable to leaks
involving examination

dependencies.
An independent,

papers or administrative
databases. Even if the
exposed files relate only to
conventional infrastructure,
they could still help hostile
actors map systems,
suppliers, and operational

time-bound investigation is
essential to establish the

facts, fix acc

close every security gap.
Equally important is
transparent public
communication.
Confidence in India’s
nuclear programme rests
not only on robust
technology but also on the
quiet assurance that safety
and cybersecurity are never

and | comp . making her an undisputed and devotion with equal
Gopalaswamy J., household name. Her grace. Sung with
Chennai timeless Tamil songs such extraordinary grace and
as Naatham En Jeevanae emotion, her songs have
S. Janaki (Kadhal Oviyam) left an enduring legacy that
Itis touching that readers of | showcased the depth, will continue to inspire.

this daily continue to write
about S. Janaki, a
testament to how deeply
she struck a chord with
generations of listeners

clarity, and soul she
brought to every note. S.
Janaki's voice became the
soundtrack of countless
lives, carrying joy, longing

Raju Kolluru,
Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh
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Does national recognition come belatedly for south Indian artistes?

| PARLEY |

egendary playback singer S. Janaki,
who passed away on July 11, had
declined the Padma Bhushan, arguing
that the honour had come far too late
in her career. She maintained that artists should
be recognised when they are at the height of
their creative powers rather than in their old age
or after death. A similar debate has long
surrounded the Jnanpith Award as well, with
critics arguing that several outstanding writers
from south India have been overlooked despite
their enduring contributions to Indian literature.
Are these concerns justified? Does national
recognition come belatedly for south Indian
artistes? T.M. Krishna and A.R.
Venkatachalapathy discuss this question in a
conversation moderated by B. Kolappan.

Do you think there is some bias in the
selection process? Are people from north
India favoured when it comes to recipients?

T.M. Krishna: So, the first thing we have to
acknowledge is that the Padma Awards have
never been apolitical. Your political affiliation
has influenced these choices, and where you
come from has definitely influenced them.
Secondly, if elections are coming up in a
particular State, we can be assured that the
Padma Awards will include an extra share of
recipients from that State. Whether or not that
has any electoral benefit is a different question.

In the world of the performing arts, there has
always been a great deal of lobbying for these
awards. I know artists who have spent a lot of
time in Delhi, meeting people in power in order
to procure these awards. There is also an
overbearing presence of — again, when we say
north India, we have to be very careful — circles
concentrated, I would rather say in Mumbai and
Delhi. The cultures centred around these two
cities have an overwhelming influence on the
conferring of these awards. Another issue is the
conferring of inappropriate honours. People
who have devoted their entire lives to their art
receive a Padma Shri, whereas others who are
younger and whose achievements do not
compare receive a Padma Bhushan.

We are talking about the south. We do not talk
about the Northeast. Just think about how many
artists from the Northeast receive these awards.
1t is also a question of which art forms are
recognised and how they are chosen. What is
the process?

There is another set of awards, the Sangeet
Natak Akademi Awards. I think the Sahitya
Akademi, at least for a long time, had some
degree of independence. The Sangeet Natak
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Last hymn: People pay their respects to veteran singer S. Janaki at Maharaja’s
College Grounds, in Mysuru, Karnataka, on July 12. pTi

of independence. They have also been
influenced by political affiliation and by whoever
is in power. The fact that a few good decisions
have been made does not mean the system is
sound. Fundamentally, it gives an unfair
advantage to people who are closer to the
centres of power in Delhi.

A.R. Venkatachalapathy: Sivaji Ganesan never
received the National Award for Best Actor.
Instead, adding insult to injury, the great artist
was given the Best Supporting Actor award.
Similarly, M.S. Viswanathan never received a
National Award for his near-immortal music. But
there is a larger systemic issue that needs to be
addressed. Sports and cinema have a
disproportionate hold over these awards. Even
in the case of S. Janaki, I was not very happy
when she refused the Padma Bhushan. There
are so many writers and poets who have never
been recognised. They would be delighted to
receive even a Padma Shri in their 90s.
Disproportionate importance is given to
sportspeople and film personalities. Third- and
fourth-rung cinema stars receive awards, while
many of the country’s finest artists and writers
are overlooked.

M.G. (MGR) was the
Bharat Ratna, while many people who made
outstanding contributions to India’s
economy and public life were recognised
much later. Do you think the conferring of
the Bharat Ratna is influenced by politics?

ARV: Every award is accompanied by politics.
‘Whether it is the Bharat Ratna being conferred
on MGR or the Chennai Central railway station
being renamed as Puratchi Thalaivar Dr M.G.
Ramachandran Central Railway Station — all
these are political decisions. Even when the
personalities being honoured are truly
deserving, if such decisions are taken at

Akademi Awards have never even had that level

particular moments for immediate political gain,
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Even when the personalities being honoured
are truly deserving, if such decisions are
taken at particular moments for immediate
political gain, there should be pushback. We
should be critical of such timing

A.R. VENKATACHALAPATHY

there should be pushback. We should be critical
of such timing. Sachin Tendulkar is a Bharat
Ratna. But we find him endorsing commercial
products. There is perhaps nothing legally
wrong, but I think it is morally inappropriate. A
Bharat Ratna has been conferred on figures such
as Dr. Ambedkar, Rajaji, Nehru and Bismillah
Khan. It carries a certain gravitas.

TMK: There is no question that Sachin
Tendulkar deserved the honour. But think about
the timing. If | remember correctly, it was
around his final Test match. You should not time
a Bharat Ratna to coincide with a public event.
In my opinion, that is unethical. We can equally
ask: where are Sunil Gavaskar and Kapil Dev?
They too deserve the honour. But when you
time it as a public spectacle, you diminish the
award itself. I agree with Mr.Venkatachalapathy
that the system is the problem.

ARV: 1 also think that posthumous awards are
acceptable. After all, we can make mistakes, and
we do not know when someone is going to pass
away. But what constitutes a posthumous
award? Can we confer the Bharat Ratna on
Thiruvalluvar, Avvaiyar, Vidyapati or Tansen?
There should be a time limit from the date of a
person’s death. Perhaps within a year or two
after the death of the candidates.

TMK: The Bharat Ratna is not just about
excellence. It is also about an individual’s
contribution to, and presence in, the larger
cultural life of the country. That distinction is
important. Which is why every great artist need
not necessarily be awarded a Bharat Ratna. M.S.
Subbulakshmi is a classic example. She
transcended every boundary. Amartya Sen, as
an economist, similarly transcended national
boundaries. They represent India not only
nationally but internationally.

But do you think many musicians are
overlooked when it comes to the other
Padma Awards?

ARV: [ would say that the classical arts have
received disproportionate recognition when it
comes to the Padma awards. But if you look at

other fields, particularly Tamil literature, the
picture is different. Apart from Jayakanthan,
who received recognition in his prime, the most
respected historian from Tamil Nadu today is Y.
Subbarayalu. He is 86 years old. His knowledge
of Chola history and inscriptions is unmatched.
But has he been recognised by the Government
of Tamil Nadu? Has he even received a
Kalaimamani [the highest civilian arts award
conferred by Tamil Nadu]?

TMK: Kalaimamani is perhaps the worst
example of how an award can be conferred.
There have long been rumours that it can be
bought. Recipients are simply lined up and

d with awards, il several
years’ worth in a single ceremony. The State
government must be held responsible. It has
allowed a State award to become insignificant.

ARV: I agree. All awards should be conferred
through a transparent process. The Government
of Tamil Nadu confers numerous awards at the
time of Pongal. If you look at the list of previous
recipients, it is a very mixed bag and it is not
entirely clear if any real standard has been
applied. There are many problems. But one has
to begin by getting the process right.

TMK: Whether it is the State Government or the
Central Government, we do not value the
Ministry of Culture. So, what is its job? What
does it actually do? During the COVID-19

demic, through our fc , we worked
to support artists in various districts of Tamil
Nadu. The Government of Tamil Nadu does not
even maintain a registry of the known troupes
representing different art forms across the State.
Artists from marginalised communities and
practitioners of diverse art forms have no
meaningful support system. If the government is
not engaging with the cultural life of the State or
with its artists, it cannot claim to know them.

ARV: We may have our criticisms of the Sahitya
Akademi or the Lalit Kala Akademi but,
compared with State-level institutions, they have
generally performed better. The Sahitya
Akademi, the Lalit Kala Akademi and other such
institutions were created on the basis of an
autonomous model. Although they were funded
by the government, they enjoyed a considerable
degree of institutional autonomy. They have
failed on many counts, but they have also
succeeded in many respects.
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The invisible co-authors

While preparation is

ssential for reporters to meet a deadline, some

stories make it because unacknowledged strangers decide to help

Ishita Mishra

every reporter eventually learns

that preparation alone is not always
enough. Some stories survive because, at
the exact moment things begin to fall
apart, someone with no stake in the story
decides that they will not let you fail.

End of last month, I was travelling to
Om Parvat, situated over 18,000 feet
above sea level, in Uttarakhand for a story.
Days of rain had left the mountain roads
unstable. Near Malpa, remembered for the
devastating 1998 landslide that killed at
least 60 Kailash Mansarovar pilgrims, vil-
lagers say even a brief spell of rain can
send rocks crashing down.

They were right. Our vehicle was
stopped twice by fresh landslides. The de-
bris blocked the narrow road completely. I
paced along the roadside, calculating what
every passing minute meant for our re-
porting schedule. If we failed to reach
Dharchula that evening, we would miss
the train to Delhi the next day and, with it,
the deadline. After waiting for hours, the
photographer travelling with me, along
with a few stranded passengers, rolled up
their sleeves and began clearing rocks and
mud with their bare hands. We knew it
would hardly make a difference. It didn't.

Then help arrived. An Army convoy
happened to be travelling behind us. The
soldiers got down and cleared enough of
the road for vehicles to move. That day, it
wasn't a reporter who got the story home.
It was a group of soldiers who probably
never knew they had rescued a deadline.

The episode reminded me of another
assignment years earlier when 1 was tra-
velling to Bah, on the edge of the Chambal
ravines in Agra. It was an important story
scheduled around the launch of the new-
spaper I then worked for. Just before
reaching the area, our cab driver received
a frantic call. Another vehicle from his
fleet had been stolen on the Yamuna Ex-
p and his coll lted by
thieves. He had to rush to the hospital.

Returning the next day was not an op-
tion. I tried calling local contacts, but to no

™
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J ournalism rewards preparation. But

avail. A villager sipping tea nearby over-
heard my conversation and offered to
help. He called his brother, and the two
ferried my photographer and me on their
motorcycles, for almost 30 kms. After the
road ended, we walked for nearly two-
and-a-half hours through the Chambal ra-
vines in the sweltering August heat. There
was no drinking water, no mobile signal
and barely any sign of habitation. Resi-
dents told me no marriage had taken place
in the village for nearly 50 years because
there was no road, electricity, or phone
connectivity. For a brief moment, I won-
dered whether I had taken one risk too
many. I hadn’t. The story existed because
two strangers decided it should.

Years later, another stranger did the
same. While covering a Rahul Gandhi rally
at Girodhpuri in Chhattisgarh, heavy rain
brought everything to a standstill. Roads
were flooded, shops shut early and Baloda
Bazar’s patchy mobile network disap-
peared altogether. My laptop battery was
almost dead and filing the report seemed
impossible. Hours of searching for elec-
tricity or internet access led nowhere.
While standing under a tin shed outside a
wedding card printing shop operating
from the verandah of a modest two-room
house, I called my editor to say the story
might not make it.

The shopkeeper saw me drenched and
exhausted and asked the reason for my
condition. I shared. He asked me to wait
until he finished printing the last batch of
cards before offering me his ageing desk-
top computer. It was painfully slow, but it
worked. I wrote my copy, emailed it to the
newsroom and met the deadline.

Looking back, what stays with me isn’t
the landslide, the ravines or the storm. It’s
something that I was never taught in jour-
nalism classes. Reporters like to believe
stories are won through persistence, plan-
ning and instinct. But sometimes they are
carried across the finish line by people
‘whose names never appear in the byline.

Perhaps every byline has invisible co-
authors. We just don’t know their names.

ishita.mishra@thehindu.co.in

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Conscience of a nation
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Holding on: Educator and climate activist Sonam Wangchuk observing an indefinite fast at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on July 9. He joined the Cockroach Janta Party's protest
demanding the resignation of Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, and has been on hunger strike since June 28. SHIVKUMAR PUSHPAKAR
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 17, 1976

A.P. to export handloom
shirts to US.

Hyderabad, July 16: Nearly Rs. one crore worth

of handloom goods are to be exported to
America by October, by a new joint sector
company formed here to-day by the Andhra
Pradesh State Textile Development

Corporation and an American firm floated by

Indian citizens called India Fashions
Incorporated Limited.
‘The Minister for Handlooms, Mr. K.V.

Bindu,

Kesavulu, told newsmen here to-day that the
firm had entered into a deal with a chain
departmental store called Sears for selling
Indian-made handloom shirts and other
handloom material there.

Half of the share in the new capital would
be invested by some of the Telugu-speaking
Indian citizens living in the U.S.

Two representatives of India Fashions, Mr.
Sastri and Mr. Mohan had a discussion with
the Minister and the Secretary to Government
in the Industries Department, Mr. S. R.
Ramamurty, here to-day and finalised details
of the agreement to be signed by them shortly.

Mr. Kesavulu said the new company would
eliminate middlemen.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 17, 1926

Roorkee civil engineering
college

Roorkee, July 15: H.E. Sir Malcolm Hailey,
Governor of the Punjab, visited Roorkee to-day
to attend the annual Convocation of the
‘Thomason Civil Engineering College. After
distributing diplomas, His Excellency gave an
address in the course of which he referred to the
Principal’s hope that Roorkee might once more
become an Imperial College. As to that, his
Excellency could say nothing at the moment.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Value of critical Indian seafarers

imports identified for ~ stranded on the

manufacturing push west of Hormuz

51 $in billion. India is seeking to 15 000 India has
push domestic manufacturing advised
across a pool of items currently , ship

worth $51 billion in imports, as the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi seeks to reduce the
country’s reliance on overseas suppliers.
The nation imported $775 billion worth of
goods in the 12 months ended March 2026,
a government source said. reuters

managers and owners against deploying
Indian seafarers on vessels passing
through the Strait of Hormuz amid rising
security risks. Over 15,000 Indians remain
stranded west of Hormuz, according to the
Forward Seamen’s Union of India. reuters
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Minimum wage raise ~ Premium Lilium bulbs Land approved for
in Vietnam planned planted over past 3 Phase-II acquisition for
for next year days in Choglamsar three ports in A.P.

in per cent. Vietnam's More The Andhra
1.8 55w 50,000, 6248

minimum wage by an average of 7.8%
across the country’s four regions in 2027. If
approved, the new minimum wage would
range from 4.04 million dong to 5.70
million dong ($153.86-$217.08) per month,

premium Lilium bulbs have been planted
at Choglamsar Flower Field in Ladakh, with
the first bloom expected in the first week
of September, the officials said. It is set to
become India’s largest organised

the g saidina REUTERS

high-altitude floriculture park. en

Thursday approved the Phase-Il land
acquisition of 6,248 acres at a cost of
1,638 crore for the development of three
ports — Mulapeta, Machilipatnam and
Ramayapatnam. eri
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How serious is Kudankulam data leak?

What exactly was leaked in the data breach? How did it occur? Did the breach affect any nuclear or reactor-related systems? Who was responsible for

protecting the data? Why is the leak significant?

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
n Wednesday, reports broke
out that multiple gigabytes of
data pertaining to operations
at the Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Plant in Tirunelveli district of
Tamil Nadu had been copied and
subsequently leaked as part of a
ransomware attack. Reuters reported that
the breach was part of an infiltration into
Reliance Anil Dhirubhai Ambani Group’s
Reliance Infrastructure Ltd, and
contained 14.3 GB of data on the power
plant’s operations. The data has been
hosted on World Leaks, which is a Dark
Web site hosted by cybercriminals who
infect vulnerable firms with ransomware,
threatening to leak the data if the ransom
is not paid. The site claimed that the
ransom was indeed not paid, and so it
leaked the data. The Hindu opened the
site and reviewed the index of files, which

Aview of the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant in Tirunelveli district of Tamil Nadu. N. RAJESH

THE GIST

v

The data has been hosted on
World Leaks, which is a Dark
Web site hosted by
cybercriminals who infect
vulnerable firms with
ransomware, threatening to
leak the data if the ransom is
not paid.

v

Yotta, which runs data centres
across the country,
characterised Reliance as its
“customer’s private cloud
environment,” but said it took
steps to address the infiltration
as it was detected on May 29.

v
The revelations have sparked
“absolute commotion” among

top officials at the power plant,
even as they downplay the

amount overall to 1.2TB, a slice of which ifpactiof the fijdings.
pertained to the Kudankulam plant. provider, of a cybersecurity incident What did Yotta say about the cyber The incident was limited to this single
i ing an inci ? customer-managed server, with no impact
‘Was the reactor affected by the data attack that resulted in a partial breach of Yotta, which runs data centres across the on any other Yotta customer or on Yotta’s
leak? data hosted on one of Yotta’s servers,” country, characterised Reliance as its shared cloud platforms, Al cloud
“The files do not pertain to the core and that “Yotta has confirmed that “customer’s private cloud environment,” infrastructure, datacentre infrastructure
reactor’s operations, which are the most enhanced security monitoring and but said it took steps to address the or other services.”
sensitive in a nuclear setup,” Nuclear preventive controls are now in place. The infiltration as it was detected on May 29.
Power Corporation of India Limited Company has directed Yotta to conduct a “Yotta’s managed endpoint security Why does the data leak matter?
(NPCIL) said in a statement. “NPCIL detailed investigation and submit a controls detected suspicious activity on a The revelations have sparked “absolute
reiterates that the information claimed to report.” file server of our customer, Reliance commotion” among top officials at the
be available in the public domain pertains “No ransomware execution, data loss Infrastructure,” the company told The power plant, even as they downplay the
only to conventional Balance of Plant or lateral movement occurred,” Reliance Hindu. “We acted immediately: the impact of the findings.
(BOP) common service facilities and does said in a stock exchange filing. The files suspicious process was terminated, and The plant has commissioned two 1,000
not relate to any nuclear safety, or nuclear | reportedly include multiple drawings of the affected server was isolated, Mwe VVER reactors, allowing for a power
security-related systems or information,” “blueprints and supplier details, meeting preventing the suspected ransomware supply of up to two gigawatts. The
it said in a statement. and inspection records, equipment from executing. Our technical assessment | reactors are built in partnership with the
A spokesperson for the Reliance Group | reviews,” and a $112 million insurance confirmed no evidence of ransomware Russian firm Rosatom, and the
told The Hindu that it “was informed by policy against terrorist attacks, though it encryption and no lateral movement to government is planning four more such
Yotta Data Services Private Limited is unclear what the premium amount for any other server or system within the units, which would triple the installed
(Yotta), its third-party data centre service this insured sum is. customer’s private cloud environment. power production capacity at the facility.
L L) L] 31,000 crore relating to the scheme, THE GIST
W 1S Maharashtra’s Ladki ABiTegating 29,7320 crore, showed that
315,586 crore drawn between January and -
March 2025 was transferred to the
The CAG described the excess

Bahin scheme under scrutiny?

What do beneficiary cuts and CAG findings reveal about its implementation?

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

The story so far:
head of the 2024 Assembly
elections, the Maharashtra
government launched the
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki
Bahin Yojana. Under this scheme, eligible
women in the State receive 1,500 every
month through Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT). At its peak, the scheme covered
2.43 crore beneficiaries. However,
successive rounds of verification over the
past two years have led to the removal of
lakhs of beneficiaries, bringing the total
down to about 1.66 crore women.

The recent information about the
removal of lakhs of women from the
beneficiaries’ list has sparked criticism,
and the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) has raised concerns about the
scheme.

Who is eligible to receive funds under
the scheme?

‘Women who are residents of
Maharashtra, aged between 21 and 65
years, with an Aadhaar-linked bank

bl - »

account, and belonging to a family with
an annual income of less than 2.5 lakh
are eligible to receive benefits under the
scheme. Women of any marital status are
eligible. However, only one woman per
family can avail of the benefit.

The State government has said the
scheme is aimed at promoting the
economic independence of women. It
also seeks to improve their health and
nutritional status, and strengthen their
role in family decision-making, according
to the government. The scheme is
implemented by the State’s Women and
Child Development Department.

What are the red flags raised by the
CAG in the latest report?

The CAG said the implementation of the
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana
during 2024-25 was marked by
“significant deficiencies in Budget
estimation, expenditure control, and
financial management.” While the scheme
was allocated ¥29,693.09 crore for the
fiscal year, the government incurred an
expenditure of ¥33,237.24 crore, resulting
in an excess expenditure of ¥3,541.16

crore. The CAG described the excess
expenditure as “unjustified” and said the
‘Women and Child Development
Department failed to provide any specific
justification for the overspending. It also
observed that funds for the scheme were
mobilised by reappropriating allocations
from other schemes. For instance,
¥3,490.75 crore was reappropriated from
the Lek Ladki Yojana. The State’s

I y Budget also all
%26,200 crore for the scheme.

The CAG said that the scheme
undermined the principles of budgetary
discipline, financial propriety and
legislative control over public finances. It
said that “significant excess expenditure
remained unexplained” and that large
sums were drawn and parked in the
Disbursing Officer’s Virtual Personal
Deposit Account (VPDA). “This indicates
that the funds were not required for
immediate utilisation and were drawn
without actual expenditure needs,
contrary to the principles of budgetary
discipline and financial propriety,” the
CAG observed.

“A test check of vouchers exceeding

Drawing and Disbursing Officer’s VPDA,”
the report said.

‘Why have so many names been

T d from the beneficiaries’ list?
At its peak, the scheme had 2.43 crore
beneficiaries. According to the
Maharashtra government, the number of
beneficiaries has fallen from 2.43 crore to
1.66 crore. The government said the
names were removed after multiple
rounds of verification found that some
beneficiaries were no longer eligible. It
maintained that there has been no change
in the eligibility norms and attributed the
reduction to the verification process.

The government also cited that the
mandatory e-KYC requirement as a key
reason for the drop in the number of
beneficiaries, saying many women failed
to complete the process. A Shiv Sena
leader has now urged the State to extend
the deadline for completing the e-KYC
process. Meanwhile, the Opposition has
accused the government of using the
scheme to secure electoral gains. The
Congress has demanded the immediate
restoration of benefits for lakhs of women
who were excluded over e-KYC-related
issues, and called for an inquiry into the
implementation of the scheme.

The Opposition has also criticised the
government for failing to fulfil its promise
of increasing the monthly assistance from
31,500 to 2,100 ahead of the State
Assembly elections.

expenditure as “unjustified”
and said the Women and Child
Development Department
failed to provide any specific
justification for the
overspending.

v

It also observed that funds for
the <NO>Mukhyamantri Majhi
Ladki Bahin
Yojana<NO>scheme were
mobilised by reappropriating
allocations from other
schemes.
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PULSE CHECK

Alexander Zverev’s Grand Slam win
puts Type 1 diabetes in the spotlight

Diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes at the age of four and reliant on insulin therapy and continuous glucose monitoring, Alexander Zverevs rise to the

pinnacle of tennis underscores the challenges of competing with a chronic condition while performing at the highest level of a professional sport

a Francis

n june 7, a five-set epic on the

Roland Garros clay ended with

Germany’s Alexander Zverev

winning his first Grand Slam
title at the 2026 French Open. He also
became, on his thirty-fourth attempt, the
first German to win a major men’s singles
title in three decades. He reached the
finals stage again at the Wimbledon
championships on July 12. And perhaps
most of all, Zverev became the first
person with type I diabetes (TID) to
triumph in this contest.

While he is far from the first elite
athlete to live with TID, his French Open
win is an important achievement. TID is a
strenuous condition to manage for a
layperson, let alone a sportsperson.
Zverev himself has called the process of
managing blood glucose levels during a
tennis set as “playing two games at once”.

Understanding T1D

Like most people with the condition,
Zverev was diagnosed with T1D when he
was four years old.

TID is an autoimmune disease that
affects the pancreas by destroying its
beta-cells, which produce insulin. This is
different from type II diabetes, where the
body can produce insulin but resists its
effects. People with TID need to take
insulin externally to use sugar from food
to produce energy.

As the body digests sugars and
carbohydrates in food, it breaks them
down into glucose, the main fuel for the
body’s cells. After a meal, blood glucose
levels rise, triggering the release of
insulin. Insulin helps absorb glucose from
the bloodstream for immediate use or
store excess glycogen for later use.

Without enough insulin, or when the
body can't use it effectively, glucose
builds up in the bloodstream, causing
hyperglycaemia, or high blood glucose. In
the short term, this can lead to increased
thirst, frequent urination, headache,
blurred vision, and fatigue. Over time,
persistently high blood glucose can
damage the eyes, kidneys, and other
organs.

Managing highs

Tennis is both praised and scorned for its
unique and dynamic scoring system: it
barely has room for luck yet lends itself to
soaring comebacks. A game in which a
player leads 40-love can suddenly swing
to deuce, which could lead to a long tussle
for the advantage point. A player who
appears to be cruising towards a 6-3 set
win can suddenly find themselves locked
in four additional games and a tiebreak.

Concurrently, hyperglycaemia causes
energy levels in the body to fluctuate.
This is usually managed by injecting
insulin into the fat tissue under the skin,
wherefrom it is absorbed into the
bloodstream and carried around the
body. Devices to do this include insulin
pens, syringes, and insulin pumps.

The insulin pen contains cartridges
with the hormone. A user can set the
number of units insulin required and
push on the injection button. With
enough practice, it can be done discreetly
in public places as well. The American
Diabetes Association (ADA) has advised
pen users to administer the shot in their
abdomen.

However, a lack of awareness has led to
misconceptions about injecting insulin.

Germany's Alexander Zverev returns to Italy’s Jannik Sinner during their men’s singles final tennis match on the fourteenth day of the 2026 Wimbledon

B iy =

Championships at The All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on July 12. aFp

Zverev faced such an instance at the 2023
French Open, where a match official told
him he could not inject insulin on court
because it looked “weird” and that he
would have to use his three-minute toilet
break for that.

“1said, ‘What does it look like? That
I'm doping?’ This argument makes no
sense,” he told Eurosport Germany. He
added that his bathroom break was not
enough and that he generally has to inject
around four to five times during a match.

He also caught flak in 2019 for after
appearing to check a device inside his
gear bag during matches, which was
against the rules preventing players from
communicating by phone. Germany’s
Davis Cup captain Michael Kohlmann told
DW-TV that Zverev was, in those cases,
checking his glucose monitoring device.

Surviving the lows

On the flip side, insulin therapy carries a
risk of hypoglycaemia, or low blood
sugar. This can lead to loss of
consciousness, cardiac arrest or even
death if it isn’t dealt with. Dealing
requires ingesting glucose tablets or
eating fast-acting carbohydrates and
sugars in the form of juices, sodas or
candies.

However, fluctuating sugar levels don’t
always show symptoms until it is too late,
and generally result in loss of
consciousness at first.

According to the ADA, 40% of TID
patients are unaware of hypoglycaemia.
People with TID are known to manage the
rally between high and low blood sugar
with trial and error.

While patients have generally used
finger-prick blood tests or glucometers,

continuous glucose monitoring (CGM)
devices have become commonplace, and
offer more accurate, real-time updates,
per the ADA.

CGMs have a sensor in the form of a
small piece of material inserted under the
patient’s skin using a needle. The sensor
transmits real-time glucose levels (via a
transmitter) to a smartphone app,
receiver or insulin pump. A simple
computer on the smartphone or the
pump decides how much insulin should
be injected, how much carbohydrates to
consume, etc.

More than a physical burden

Players like Zverev also have to deal with
the uncertainty of when a hyper- or
hypoglycemic episode could kick in
during a match. A 2025 study by
researchers at the University of Georgia
School of Social Work found that the
hypervigilance required to manage TID
often causes burnout and exacerbates
mental illnesses.

Hypoglycaemia can also impair sleep
efficiency and quality, which are
important for sportspersons’ mental and
physical upkeep. Tennis tour

glucose levels, and render a sleepless
night.

Type 1 on the map

Zverev has said he was told he could
never become an elite athlete after his
TID diagnosis. He was diagnosed at age
four, spent years of his career hiding the
condition, and continues to manage it in
discreet ways.

“When something unexpected
happens, I've learned to stay calm and
trust the systems I have in place,” he told
Reuters in January this year. Between
points and changeovers, he has said he
finds himself calculating when next to
take a sip from his bottle or have an
energy gel.

Among others, he uses CGMs to help
regulate his glucose levels. They have
been his tools of choice, although his
Halle Open match on June 21, which he
lost, was also a bump: a malfunctioning
glucose monitor gave him an incorrect
reading and he injected more insulin than
he needed.

He has also advocated for people with
TID both on and off the court, and set up
afc ion in his name to support

especially the majors, have multiple
matches in a week and one-day gaps
between matches, which means only
small recovery periods.

Recovery nutrition in tennis focuses
heavily on restoring glycogen levels
through carbohydrates. However, the
unpredictable nature of the condition also
means there’s a risk of a glucose spike,
which could leave the athlete without
being able to consume the necessary
recovery carbohydrates. The physical
exertion in a match could later crash the

children with types I and II diabetes.

While he has been having a positive
impact on how people live with T1D,
Zverev’s legacy off the court has been
chequered.

He settled a legal dispute in 2025 over
allegations of domestic violence (which
he has denied). The Association of Tennis
Professionals also closed an investigation
in 2023, stemming from allegations of
physical abuse by former tennis player
Olya Sharypova, citing insufficient
evidence.
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THE DAILY QU

FIFA World Cup: a quiz on FIFA controversies over the years

Joan Sony Cherian

‘QUESTION 1

In the 2026 World Cup, France entered
the quarter-finals after defeating this
country. A senator of said country.
lashed out at one of the French
players via social media using racist
and dehumanising imagery. Name the
country and the French player who
took a stand against the racist abuse.

A

QUESTION 2

In 1998, France hosted the FIFA World
Cup. However, before it commenced, a
terror plot targeting the tournament A

for holding up a banner which said
“Dokdo is our territory”. Dokdo are islets
| controlled by South Korea but also
claimed by Japan. Name the player.

A

QUESTION 4

Like the last semi-finals, England and
Argentina faced each other back in 1986,
then in the quarter-finals. A significant
geopolitical conflict underpinned the
match, making it extremely tense for both
sides. What was the conflict? Two goals
scored by this Argentinian player in this
fateful match are now among the most
well-known goals in football history.
Name the player.

¥
Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz:

1. The actor portrayed the adult Damien Thorn, the
Antichrist, in the third instalment of this famous film
franchise, which centres on a child born to the Devil. Ans:
Omen IlI: The Final Conflict (1981)

2. Shot in West Berlin, Neill acted opposite Isabelle Adjani
in this psychological horror drama, which has attained
cult status since its release. Ans: Possession (1981)

3. Neil took a sinister turn in this sci-fi slasher set aboard
a haunted spacecraft, delivering the famously chilling
line: “Where we're going, we won't need eyes to see.”
Ans: Event Horizon

5. He starred in genre master John Carpenter’s
lovecraftian homage as an insurance investigator probing
the disappearance of a horror writer. Ans: In the Mouth
of Madness (1994)

Visual: Sam Neill plays a corporate criminal-cum-vampire

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

Sorry to have kept you waiting. I hope you
weren't bored.”

“Not at all. I was thumbing through this
old magazine. And I must say....”

“....thumbing through an old magazine!
What do you mean by that?”

“When you thumb through a
magazine, book or newspaper, you go
through it very quickly.”

“In other words, you don’t read it
carefully”

“That’s right! Here’s an example. [
thumbed through your physics textbook. 1
must say that it is very well written.”

“Very well written. Good grief! It's
probably the most boring book ever
written. How about this example? Aruna
thumbed through her address book and
came up with Sandeep’s telephone
number.”

“That’s an excellent example. By the
‘way, you can also say ‘leafed through’. It
means the same thing as ‘thumbed
through’. For example....”

“...while the wife was getting dressed,
the husband leafed through the
newspaper.”

“The examiner leafed through the
dissertation.”

“Did your Chairman thumb through
your proposal?”

“Apparently he didn’t leaf through the
proposal. His P.A. told me that he went
over it very carefully.”

“What did the Chairman think of it?”

“He gave it the thumbs up.”

“Iam not interested in what soft drink
your Chairman offered you. I want to
know...”

“....soft drink? What are you talking
about?”

“You said that the Chairman gave you
Thumbs Up.”

“Ididn’t say that! I said that the
Chairman gave my proposal the thumbs
up. Grow up, will you?”

“Gave your proposal the thumbs up?
Does it mean what I think it means?”

“I'have no clue what you think it
means. When you give something the
‘thumbs up’, you approve of it.”

“Isee. How about this example? When
Laxman asked his father if he could start
building on their new site, his father gave
him the thumbs up.”

“Sounds great. After I received the
thumbs up from my boss, I threw a big
party at the Silver Plate. I invited all my
friends.”

“You didn’t invite me.”

“That’s because you are not my friend!
Anyway, did the President of your
association get in touch with the
Municipal authorities?”

“Yes, the poor man spent nearly five
hours there. The good news is, our
proposal to widen the roads was given the
thumbs up by the local ...”

“....really? That’s wonderful news. By
the way, it is also possible to say ‘to get
the thumbs up from someone’. For
example, we got the thumbs up from the
local authorities to widen the roads.”

“We got the thumbs up from our
parents to see Crouching Tiger and
Hidden Dragon.”

“After seeing the movie Castaway,
Rohan gave it the thumbs up.”

“Meaning that he approved of it?”

“Exactly!”

Published in The Hindu on April 24,
2001.

Word of the day

Votary:

one bound by vows to a religion o life of
worship or service a devoted adherent of a cause
or person or activity

Synonyms: adnerent, devotee

Usage: sheis avotary of Gandhian philosophy
and lives a simple life.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/votary

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /veut(ari/

was uncovered by intelligence QUESTION 5

agencies. Which group was plotting This plastic whistle-cum-horn which is
the terrorist attack? popular in South Africa’s football

[N stadiums is a symbol of that nation’s
QUESTION 3 sporting culture. However, the intensity of
This South Korean player was its sound has led many confederations to
suspended by FIFA from two qualifying | outright ban them or impose restrictions.
matches during the 2014 World Cup Name the instrument.

»

who plans to profit from a company that sells blood.
Name the film, which stars Ethan Hawke in the lead role. N
Ans: Daybreakers

Visual question: This image showcases a flare
being thrown next to a player during a match
between Brazil and Chile in the 1990 FIFA World
Cup. This player feigned injury alleging that the
flare had hit him. Evidence quickly showed that
the allegation was false and he received a lifetime
ban from football. Name the player. FILE PHOTO
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‘A confident democracy does

not fear Sonam Wangchuk. "y

— By C Uday Bhaskar
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Football is a game of mistakes.
‘Whoever makes the fewest
mistakes wins.

— Johan Cruyff
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

Ahead of the big deal,
strike a careful balance

OLLOWING THE US Trade Representative’s proposal
tolevy tariffs on 60 countries under Section 301 of the
US Trade Act, 1974, the government has i a

Noonedidit, ithappens: War to exam
scandals, pollution to crumbling cities

STERDAY, WITHIN minutes,
Tencountered two statements
that seemed to capture the core
pathology of contemporary
politics: The return of malfeas-

ance or evil without agents. Sonam Wang-
chuk, on the15th day of his fast, was outlin-
ing the core of his thinking behind asking
for the resignation of Dharmendra Prad-
han: Itwasto ﬁx accountability and. ageucy

be held accountable. Your success is not
stoppmg the war, condemning a&rmsnun

or ing the law. Your s
can immobilise the need fo\ 1espons]bﬂny >
ithout immoral. =gl
Now, just think how useful this strategy
is domestically. Sentences without gram- I
matical subjects or in the passive voicecan ~ PRATAP BHANU
easily make passive citizens. Exam leak. MEHTA

Happens. Cities flooding. Happens. Hima-

newsectionin theforeign trade pohcyne,_.,ardmg forced
labour. India is not the only country to doso —

nada, Cambodia and Peru have responded w1th similar com-

Raymond Geuss in an essay, “Without

mitments after the USTR'S tariffs.

Causes,” inNew Left Review. The

India areview of the USTR's p tariffsof 12.5
per cent, alluding to inconsistencies in its examination. The
country'stariffchallenges don’t end here. US President Donald
Trump’s tariff policy is, as of now, operationalised through Sec-

essay discusses aninterview Hillary Clinton
gave on Gaza. There is one striking line in
theessay, “When Clinton must refer tocon-
ditions on the (Gaza) Strip her sentences

foran exam fi; hat affects layas cr Happens. St
Tives.Inac dlﬂ‘emm Happen. Air Pollution. Happens. Just as we
context, Xencoumexed thisreflectionbyone  know this is not an era of war, but we don’t
Ca- oft yphllosophers, name who starts it, we also know this is not

anera uf crumblmg cities, polluted air and
rivers, and
and any other evil you can mention. But no
one makesithappen.

Thebeauty of the passive voiceisthat the
government can join the citizens in a com-

tion 122 of the Trade Act. However, the 10 per cent

lack i-

rate currently levied can only be imposed for at most 150 days
(without Congressional approval), which end on July 24.
Trumpistryingto reinforce the tariff wall through other path-
ways. Along,sxde the i mvesugguon into forced labour, USTR is

cal subject: ‘Reconstruction frozen. Invest-
mentabsent. Civilians trapped in depend-
ency and despair, with reportedly up to
1,000 killed since the ceasefire’. We are not

mon anda objective.
‘Thesedays, it has become the norm forgov-
ernment ministers, civil servants, or recently
retired decision-makerstowriteabout their
departments with impressive expertise.

t i ancl produc- told who Killed them.” They will outline lofty goals, even share
tionin i " in ies, i lnd!a The two examples illustrate the same  citizens’concerns. Bultheonev.hmg missing
Thy that i ion, and if it attracts addif Acrossan i range  inallthat writingi sil-

tariffs, is yet to be released.

of policy challenges, from war to pollution,
exam scandals to crumbling cities, we en-

ity. You will read hundreds of op-
eds on air pollution, including by

‘This, however, is not the only contentious area— energy is
anotherlever. A few d: fU da

counter causeless

new versionof iasanctions Bill that

w1thout sub|ecrs Atthe interna-

polic; But no one will
name or shame, as it were. For

Wangchuk'sinsistenceona
resignation is not simply about

ing where there was eloquent holding forth
on “ease of doing business, especially for
MSMESs”, But not one policymakercould ac-
tually nameand explain why particularregu-~
lations were put in place or even who put
them. Ifyouaska pointed question, all policy,
all events, all decxsxons suddenly become

cracy 01 “TheSystem or“The Cuun or

from genocide to environmental destruc-
tion, happens. Even well-meaningcritiques
of policy fallintothis trap. The crisis of public
policy in India is not the crisis of ideas. Most
things that requue attention are not rocket
science. Iti sofac ity: Who
will name who actually takes decisions and
hold them responsible? Everyone has this

to ise it.

‘Norms”. Asif policy

ifeven madeatall.
Nowyoumightdemurandsay, “Isn't this

anage of personalised polmcs not events

ici-
p‘mon Itsuitsallofus notto blamednyspe»
incethat

rspomnbxhty Itgivesusakind of’ frecdnm.

without subjects? Don’t
toleaders, Viadimir PutinorNarendra Modi,
orDonald Trump?” But Lheculmfpersonal-
ityisone rnme way in whwh

topowerwithoutappear-

mgtodoso
Perhaps this is why Wanguhuk 's de-
mand isil onares-

‘When God isresponsible, noone is. The per-
sonality is meant to disguise the myriad of
actions that go into the making of catas-
trophes. Yes, the person at the top has to
shoulder the blame for setting the norms.
But that isalsoa convenientalibi for not fix-
ing individual responsibility. “Modi” and
“Trump” become a vast impersonal force
that governs everything, so we can stop in-
terrogating actual chains of decisions.
Now,speaking in euphemisms,

without a subject, al]ows a certam

ignation is not simply about one minister
or one examination. It is a defence of the
proposition that democratic politics
requires a grammatical subject. Before in-
stitutions can be repaired, we must ac-

hosg 1
you want tostop war, you have to name and
shame those who start them.

Raymond Geuss may be onto some-
thing profound. In his telling, it is not that
Hillary Clinton was denying the truth.
‘What she was making disappear was the
subject of the sen(ence The artful form of

civility.
sphere, it allows for diplomacy. A

modem isto lgethe
truth and yet evade responsibility. Once a

vernar

iffsofupto 100 per cent on the top five buyers of Russian 01.1 and tionallevel, our example, y say one orone culture of individual namingand  society loses the habit of asking, “Whodid
natural gas — China, India, Slovakia, Hungary and Azerbaijan. “Thisis not anera of war,” he intones with ~ who decided to relax pollution  examination.Itisadefenceof shamingcanalsobemisusedand  this?”,italsolosesthe capacity toask: “Who
Imports from Russia account for a significant share of India’s sagacity, withoutever namingwhotheactors  norms for coal-fired power plants the proposition that becruel. Theremightbesometruth  should answer for it?” There is no democ-
energy basket. Here, too, New Delhi has taken US concerns on are whostart the wars, You might thinkthis ~ and why. Whomakesthedecisions N ve . to these concerns. But at the pres-  racy without a grammatical subject.
board — PSUs have signed a deal to import 10 per cent of LPG isdiplomatic finesse. But it turnsouttobea  to nge clearances to build roads democraticpoliticsrequiresa  ¢p conjuncture, thisreally has be-
requirements from the US full-blooded techniqueof ruling. Ifthere are sensi- a ical subject come a technology for creatinga The writer is contributing editor,

Intherecent past through i i 1 atameet- passiveworld inwhich everything, The Indian Express
trade deals with countries such as the UK and Australia, as well
asthe EU, A deal with the US now —the largest economy in the
world —will lgoa long: way in reducmg Lhe uncerta!nty that has
marred relat trade.
Theupside forboth countriesissignificant. Onits part, the White . P q
House will hkely continue to exert ressure on India in order to
e e T The woman is out of NATO's transformation opens
itsmarket itwillh navigate R . Sl s [y .
itsway, mindful of an unpredictable White House. the bu11d]ng pOSSIblhtleS for |nd|a

A gamebigger thanits
O firm for haif acentury, desij evel

grand spectacle

S SPAIN and Argentina face off on Sunday in what
will be their first meeting in the FIFA World Cupsince
1966, the finale promises a grand spectacle. Spain’s
near-impregnable defence will encounter Ar-
gentina’s potent attack in a game that will see the long-antici-
pated meeting between Lionel Messi and Lamine Yamal, whom
Messi famously cradled as a baby almost 20 years ago. Yet,
whatever the outcome at the New York New Jersey Stadium,
this World Cup will be remembered for far more thanthe team
that lifts the trophy.

T % from 321 to48hadd:
criticism, particularly in Europe, on the grounds that it would
make the competition less compelling. Far from it, the ex-
panded format has not only made the Cup more inclusive, with
Africa and Asia enjoying greater representation, but also pro-
duced some of its most enthralling encounters, featuring
Japan, Senegal, Egypt and tiny and underrated Cape Verde.
Technology was a defining feature of the tournament. If FIFA
believed that Al-assisted officiating tools, sensor-equipped
match balls and semi-automated offside technology would fi-
nally settle refereeing disputes, [hen VAR (video assistant ref-
eree)interventions over ffsides
ensured the opposite. Th isnot whether
belongs in football, but how farits adjudicators should allow it
to shape the game’s crucial moments. Finally, controversies
over immigration, ticketing, the treatment of Iran’s national
team, and the reversal of Folarin Balogun’s red card are arem-
inder that the World Cup has never been just about football.
From Mussolini’s Italy in 1934 to Argentina’s military junta in
1978, the World Cup has long been a stage on which host gov-
ernments project prestige and power and legitimacy.

The 2026 edition was no different. Nor are the players im-
mune from it. Following the semi-final victory over England,
Argentina now faces the prospect of disciplinary action after
its players unfurled a banner backing the country’sclaim to the
Falkland Islands. Yet, for all the debates over inclusivity, tech-
nology and politics, the World Cup has ulumalely lived upto

football'senduring moniker iful game. Last- it
winners, dramatic per-
teeming bn]llance bave

madesure that the football itself has never been overshadowed.
The spotlight now falls on Spain and Argentina.

The mysterious new
cousin in the wild

F A monkey croaks in a forest, with no humans to hear it,
doesit even exist? Five mnlhon years ago, therecently clas-
ified Col from ancestor

hername. ZahaHadid Architects

from Art Deco bungalows to Salvation
Army hospitals across two continents.
Ninety years later, her name is barely

AST MONTH, the firm Zaha
Hadid founded in 1979 and led
until her death in 2016 dropped

became ZHA, in what her suc-
cessor Patrik Schumacher called a natural

known. Her male contemporaries are still
cited as the architects of modern Bombay.

med that newera

clme Ukraine remams central, but NATO's ambi-

Q HE 2026 NATO Summit held in Ankara a few days
of strategic transformation rather than strategic de-

Itis preparing foraworld

shaped bylong term rivalry, technological competition and un-
i

brand evolution. What that framing left out Or, consider Urmila “Eulie” Chowdhury, S PRA: table supply chains. Thisshift. for India.
was the decade-long legal fight behind it: A the only Indian woman on Le Corbusier’s AKTI SAD The first message Erom Ankara i is clear: Russia will remain
licensing agreement under which thefirm  teamthatdesigned Chandigarhinthe1950s. SRICHANDAN [ATO Evenifthe
paid Hadid’s foundation a share ofitsrev-  Chowdhury was the crucial link between warinU NATO hat be-
enue to keep her nameon thedoor,anda  Corbusier, his cousin Pierre Jeanneret, and come permanent. The second message is that Europe is being
court that the Indian planners on the ground, fluent asked to do much more for its own security. The US remains in-
from that ubhgauon Frank Gehry’sname  enough in French to translate Corbusier’s i but it isi i illing to carry
has stayed on his firm's door for nearly 70 writing and trusted enough to be handed lone. Thethirdisper i Mod-
yearswithouta courtgettinginvolved.Irag-  solecharge nfmajorbw]dmgs mcludmg lhe ern wars are won not only on the battlefield but also in factories
born Hadid — the only woman to everwin ~ Gove and laboratories. The Ukrame war e)q)osed senous ‘weaknesses
the Pritzker Prize— didn’t get that courtesy.  Women’s Polytechnic. She also helped de- ition defence
It is tempting to file the story under  signthe furniture, including the “Jeanneret supplychains. ion. Al
“architecture’s problem with women”,as  chair”, that made Chandigarh interna- il d
though the problem is somehow contained  tionally famous. The Victoriaand Albert Mu- spacecay ities.
to one London firm and one unusually fa-  seum remains one of the few institutions [ndxa isnotaNATO member Butits security environment is
mouscase. Itisn't. The sameinstinct —cel-  that has bothered to note Chowdhury’srole hrhﬁ ond its nei -
ebratea woman asan exception, thenwith-  inthatdesign. hood. Et £ possi-
draw the recognition once it stops being Theusual defence of institutions like 1A bilities for India’s defence industry. Indian firms can become
convenient — runs through India’sown  and COA is that once enough women grad- partners in supply chains that are being diversified away from
architectural institutions. uate, representation will follow on its own. dependence on a few countries. India’s ambition to become a
In 2023, an architect named Vandana The numbers say otherwise. A 2023 ex- manufacturing hub fits well with Europe’s search for trusted
Sehgal thanany to  hibition at the Delhi Architecture Biennale partners. IfNew Delhi moves quickly, defence cooperation can
leading India’s Council 01 Arcl:utecmre found that although women make up i it i
(COA), the country’s statutory a 0percentof Funher, NATO 's strategic ouLlook increasingly hnks Europcan
regulator Shelost the presldenual election  today, Lhey account for only around 20 per security the Indo-Pacific,
yasingl . Not hitects  centof i Most ity, criti \dsupply chains. Thi: broader
Actcreatedthe Councilin1972hasawoman ~ women drop out because the field doesn’t reality: Security today is i For India, this creates
held its top job. The closest formal foothold  build the career ladders, firm partnerships, both iti il ityliesi
any woman has had isits vice-presidency. orinstitutional leadership to keep them. ding cooperauou ith \trieson
The Indian Institute of Architects (]IA). There is a temptation to read Sehgal’s cyber critical ul 1 defence i
A2023 theolderand iedofther 2023 loss as a hopeful sign — proof that Thedilemmais ThedilemmaisRussia, which remains one of India’s major de-
exhibition two national bodies, does slightly better —  change is close, that a woman aimost got Russia, which fence partners and an important energy supplier. At the same
butonlyslightly,and onlyreoenuy Founded there. It's worth resnstmg (hat readmg “Al- . time, India has deepened strategic ties with the US and Europe.
foundthat  in1017 the A went 98 mostisnot r oneof  AsNATO'C ionwith ched
although awoman, Divya Kush, as its president i in accident; it is a threshold they cross when India’s major a these ill become difficull
women make 2015. She served until 2020. Before herand  they decideto. COA's president is chosen by defence Thisis why India’s policy of strategic autonomy remains rel-
ou ghl 60 after her, the list of names isawall of men.  its ownsitting members, in a small internal tner: d evant. It should avoid the temptation to see NATO only through
up y Thisi hapr instituti il elecuon not by a public vole of registered par_ . theprism nthe Ukraine war. NAT Oisevolvingi mtoanurgamsa
percentof bymen, formen, ina thathasal- Acne- mean animportant tion tecl y.
architecture ways treated women as guests, areasked to  the institution is one election away from energy That Jobal
share power. They will letawoman in—  equity. It meanstheinstitution came within i TInstead
tshmdems md?y’ eventually, symbolically —and thenclose  reach of a different outcome and chose, by suppl]er..A[ the ofasking' NATOIs toIndia,
ey accountfor - dooragain. e . : same time, ask: How canIndi from ity ion
only around 20 likes  that kept its record unbroken. That is not a Indiahas while preserving its strategic autonomy? Done well, India can
percentof i hatif i toaco- ioni ition, Thati i deepened gain ic and security from the
practising, lonial pastithassince outgrown.Ithasnot.  that has learned how far it can let a woman strategic ties rearmament wave. Handled poorly, the same wave could push
. ed Consider Perin Jamsetjee Mistri, whoin  go—and where, every time, tostop her. ith the US New Delhi into costl: ies and strategic choices that
regls'ter 1936 became the first woman in India — witl e weaken the autonomy it has worked hard to preserve.
architects and reportedly in Asia — to qualify as an The writer is a Dubai-based architect. Her work and Europe
s o sl

architect. She went on to run her father’s

of its closest simian relative. It was only in 2008 Lhat re-
y photos of the reclusive, yellow-lippe:
monkey that makes a croaking sound at the Lomami National
Park in Congo. People from Lhc Balanga ethnic group call the
animal — —Likweli,
and aﬂeryears ot study and genetic testing, it has now been
classified as a new species.

Its population, habits and social life will likely occupy zool-
ogists for years to come. The question, though, is whether the
Likweli monkey was better off “undiscovered”. There is, of
course, a chance that the classification of the new species will
help conserve it, [hd[ knowm, it's Lhere may prevent hunting
and habitat though, don'thave the
best record in this regard.

Since the age of colonial
populations of entire continents have been all but wiped out by
me exeesses of “dlscovery Am.mals once classified, enter the
somany of them:
Theywlu be “conserved” till, perhaps, some rare mineral or the
strategic imperative of anation-state — far younger than the five-
million-yearlife of the Likweli as a species — makes them part of
autilitarian calculus in which they are simply a variable on a
ledger. Meanwhile, let’s hope the mysterious new cousin in the
simian family croaks away without interruption or interference
from its dominating relative.

The writer is assistant professor, Centre for European Studies, SIS, JNU

40YEARSAGO

PMsays UCCBillready

July 17,1986

mnes Gt nmdy with bill
et on civil code: M

Brcmeiat e

THE PRIME Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, said that
the Government “isready” with aBill fora
voluntary uniform civil code. Disclosing this
during his meeting with the leaders of
opposition parties on the eve of Parliament’s
monsoon session, the Prime Minister, how-
ever, did not give any further details about
the proposed legislation. Nor did he say
whether the Bill would beintrod

inthe y intheeast- for hi bl
ernsector !asl mnnth, “This_area hasalways
peen |n'Ch|nese (enl'{m:r.rl It :s nf)t unIYJWEII.hu Nobombin Pakistan, says us

Chi ide of the line of a
foreign ministry spokesman said.

THEUS insists Pakistan does not have the
bomb. Notwithstanding Sovietallegationste
+ e i

Y:
paper reports, and despite the refusal of US.

the monsoon session.

Chinarejectsintrusioncharge

SriLankatoreframe proposal

THESRIL k dum—d .urefor-
ing

the iis fland following

administration spokesmen to commentona
us ser report that stated CIA sources
had claimed that! Paklstan isverycloseto

abomb, ifitdoes nothaveone

talks be!ween aTamil United Liberation Front
d the Land:

already The oﬁlcrals refusedto oommenx on

(TULF) di
mlm Dlssanayake TULFsecretary general A
Dis-

CHiNA REJECTED as " ified" astrong

vlduv:y

mymgrummu
e —

excessofthe5 percent ceiling, sel |n 1984 by
for

overani by Chinese
frontier personnelinto Indian territory inthe

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

anayake

President

ure"C"of the gover

New Delhi

he $3.2 billionaid

| | B | [



® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Sir Keir's premiership will be
remembered for the rapidity with which
it turned backbenchers into a coalition
of the unwilling. — The Guardian
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DIS/AGREE

THEBESTOFBOTHSIDES

Aweekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

2

ILLUSTRATION: CR SASIKUMAR

Private players are making their presence felt in health and education. What are the implications?

Remember who real
stakeholders are

A s
SHAILAJA CHANDRA

Thisonly
relevant information on a public portal.

consumers at the point of purchase pa-

10t orquality
of treatment in advance. They remain un-
aware of which institutions have lower in-
fection rates, better surgical outcomes,
fewer readmissions within 30 days, offer

RIVATEEQUITY inhealthand  shorter waiting times, or show higher pa-
education is to be tient satisfaction. Hospi resist the
Several lakh beingin-  ideaof they

vested by foreign and Indian
PEs, especially into hospitals,
i 1hy ices,

already operate under checks such as
NABH and JCI accreditation. While these

More education
entrepreneurs needed

-
A
Py

MANISH SABHARWAL

Dear PM, athousand
days of Gaza, many
questions for India

MANOJ KUMAR JHA

‘OW AND then, we face mo-
ments that pose questions
whose answers lie beyond
notions of nations and
borders. Such moments
compel us to confront our moral imagin-
ation and the choices we make when con-
fronted by unbearable human suffering.
Mr Prime Minister, such a moment con-

fronts us now.
h

aspired to represent.

For decades, the international com-
munity painstakingly built a language
around human rights, believing thatuni-
versal principles on dignity would tran-
scend race, religion, nationality and mili-
tary power. Israel'sethnic cleansing of the
Palestinian nation, however, compels us
toaskwhether these ideals remain genu-
inely universal or whether they have

become privi dedor
held backas per the geopolitical interests
of powerful states.

Our Constitution has taught gener-
ationsofIndians thatliberty, equality, and
dignity are not rewards bestowed selec-
tively, but guarantees flowing from the
equal worth of every human being. Inter-
national law, too, draws legitimacy not

A S
beginning of the tragedy on October 7,
2023, Since then, Gaza has witnessed un-
precedented devastation. Thave writtento

from the force of fromthecon-
sistency of its moral application. No insti-
tution can establish its credibility by cen-
suring the powerless. Impartiality alone

you on several other but this
time, Irequest youtoread thisletternotas
anote froma parli; ian, butasa

° Bapu reminded us that a seemingly

message fromafellowIndian who, like you
and millions of our compatriots, has in-

intensive, given rising building
mispriced land so early in our develop-
ment (a new Bengaluru or Mumbai
school with a reasonable commute will
pay more per acre for land than in Chi-
cago). It ising that mostschool.

that moral courage is the highest ex-
pression of political leadership. This isa
moment when the consequencesoftheIn-
di I-

injustice can mean acquiescence, and
eventually complicity, towards such acts.
My concerns about what the Indian gov-
ernment has chosen not to do are also be-
cause the government’s acquiescence has
made many Indians weary because their

are notstarted by principals, teachers, or
education technocrats because regula-

or
of statecraft. Experts have discussed mili-
tary opemuuns diplomatic negotiations,

tions are hostile tot ly raising trategic vi realign-
NDIA HASN'T created mass pros-  equity capital from financial i ments, butTamconvis
perity ide its i cre- Thi Jecti erations will look back at this period as
ation of because of —mostarepoliti- something far more unsettling — as the
anuneasyrelationshipwithentrepre-  cians or land sharks — because success momentwhen humanity
neurshipingeneral. Butthisrelation-  requires upfront capital and lifelong regu- itself was placed on trial,

are V. Theyhave latoryskills. First-generation entrepreneurs and much of the world
and to a comparatively lesser degree, into  noauthorit; d p need financial investors; given my police- struggled to answer
education. Groups such as Apollo, Fortis, ~ dardised d: q where idealism pi man father’s Tcouldn’thave whetheril itment
Max, Manipal and Narayana account for Hospitals also point tothe f [ha[ aremoral, simple, obvious,andwrong.  becomean enuepreneux sualgn after col- tojusticewastruly univer-
lessthan 5 percent of India'stotal private-  lawsthey already comply i theClini- positionineducationshouldbe  lege without sal or merely selective.
hospital beds. Care continues to be de-  cal i Medi- xdeahsm without illusions for five reasons: Excellence: Alis bnngmg weaker stu- Independent India's
livered by smaller, fragmented facilities. ~ cal Commission’s dJ.recnves, the Drugs & Supply, biodiversity, meritocracy, excel- ~ dents to the median while making strong greateststrength hasbeen

But the infusion of equity into corporate
hospitals marks two things: India has the
capacity to provide quality care in health,
and the country has ahuge market, both
Indianand which
wholesome returns.

For over three decades, policy has en-
couraged private investment in hospitals

ill assure

Cosmetics Act, the Pollution ConlmlAms
andahostoffire, labour,

lence, and hong
Supply: Pnncetun Professur Avinash
Dixit’ that L

"They!

the problem. None of Lh&se s[atules man-

studentsstronger. The second is accelerat-
ing; the power law of 80 per cent of results
coming from 20 per cent of the people in

innovation, research, and

best impliesa that
the most expensive school isno school

science is shifting to 90/10. Countries that

datesthat! t-centric
dataina transpareuL comparab]e format_

Ideological d

(private or public), domicile (domestic or

Otherc:

been able to meet rising demand. India
needs thousands of additional hospital
beds, diagnostic facilities, specialised medi-
cal services, rehabilitation centres, home-

inthe hospilal sector, but they
regulateoutcomes. England’s Care Quality
Commission inspects both National Health
Service hospitals and private hospxm.ls I\‘..s

foreign), , savings, or private
equity), and structure (firm, company, or
trust) are redundant because India will
never have enough good schools. But the

repons are pubhc 1\1 the US, h

onlywayto dlscover good schools those
that of

aspiretols world will need tocomple-
ment mass education programmes (that
count students) with gifted-student pro-
grammes (that weigh them). These pro-

i ‘harderand more

its moral vocabulary. Do
we need to remind our-
selves that it was Ma-
hatmaGandhi whotrans-
formed the language of
politics by insisting that
the means were insepar-
able from the ends? This

tance egy h
India’s freedom. Through this insistence,
Bapu enabled ndi dofferto

failinthe pt

given the scrutiny of taxpaver funding for
in returns and small

the world a philosophy for humanity.
Wheu Jawaharlal Nehru spoke of non-

Icannotstress enough that when remem-
brance is selective, it stops being a moral
lesson and becomes a political tool. If one
atrocity deserves eternal remembrance
while another is couched with qualifiers,
the former is just a partisan story that has
forfeited its credibility.

My letter is not an ar-
gument against any na-
tion, any people or any
faith.1do, however, wish
to make an impassioned
appeal against the nor-
malisation of collective
punishment. My letter is
anappeal against thedan-
gerous illusion which
holdsthatoverwhelming
military superiority can
be a substitute for moral
legitimacy. Itisan appeal
against thedangerouslies
ofthe powerful whoclaim
they are “establishing
peace” while continuing to inflict pro-
longed humiliation on an entire people.

Mr Prime Minister, the future of hu-
manity will not be determined by techno-
logical innovation, military capability or

RA

depenc
on the moral capacity of societies to pre-
ser

human being’s suffermg, regardless of
identity or will

careservicesand medical colleges. Without after cost, quality, and quantity —is better fit for private ceful andin-
suchprivateinvestment, Indiawillstruggle ~ commonc read- ing supply and competition. Only  institutions with risk appetite, diverse ob- ternational solidarity, he was building on
to meet the healthcare needsof an ageing  mission rates, hospital-acquired infecti haif of our kids are left in government jectives,and longer horizons. this legacy. He consistently positioned
whetherprivate patient expenence scores schools; if anything theinfra- My i ey sug- India as a conscience-keeper among na-

mvestment is good or bad, but whether d .um g ul uca tr it befree gests that /Spercentof capacity in K-12,en- tions, capable of speaking
Indiahasbuiltinsti allowinves-  This i itisK-L Yet, thepri- ing, business, and 1 i ignity with-

i leav- thatevery yeartheirhos- now teaches 120+ millionstu-  education over the last three decades is outfear.I i

ing patients captive to the pursuitof profit.  pitals” perfommnce will be compared with dents: Millions of India’s poor parents pay legally, bul not. spmtually. nor| pmtlL This ‘Tagore said, “where the mind is without
Private equity funds carry a fiduciary ~ others.O that theirmor- ingtoavoid massive fear, and the head is held high”, he may

dutytodeliverattracti heirin-
vestors within a defined investment hor-
izon. PEs have no mandate to protect pa-
tients. Their focus is almost exclusively on
financial performance. Hospital boards
typically track EBITDA, margins, occu-
pancy, average revenue peroccupxed bed,
italand growth. Thi

tality, infection rates, readmissions, patient
complaints and average charges for com-

Biodiversity: Goodhart’s Law holds
that when a metric agoal, it

fuses parents, aud

havet ibingnotonlya

mon

market discipline begms towork.
PEs know all this, but why should they
raise n"They will follow it through their
yrequire-

improper nor unusual Capital seeks re-
turm: and

ment. Th ion sector is more frag-
mented. Private equity has entered through

privately-run universities, K-12 chains, acquisition, multilingual instruction, labour la

T i i w.unanms coaching i and ed-tech plat- exam leaks, nursery-school interviews, —compliance, and reduced education infla- and ideological
listi: igationsand the Cq Act. forms. 'I‘he risks include M&A-led expan- entranc imi ratherthan  tionby it

However, the government has there-  sion, foraffluent families, selec[ seat shortages, uneven teaching EducaxorJo]m Gardner po-
sponsibility to ensure that returns are  steep fee increases, coaching that crowds uality, and unemploy licy and ent design ians, NOW.
achieved not merely through Cost- cumng out eclucanon. and standardised teachmg C landexcel-
or but through that ioning, ration from HayeK’s discovery principle: lem The dl.ﬂiculty of! rms trade off is dis-
quality. Unlike other industries such as smes treat students mainly a Unlike i , educational quality ho
banking, telecom, electncxty and civil avi- d suffers. cannot itmustbediscovered ~ don'tdoandalackof pragmatism by doers

useful. The state’s failure to fix

government schools stems. fmm confus-
buil with 1001

This obsession with hardware over soft-

plus. The lack of trust arcund pricevs cost

that every democracy must strive to pre-
serve internally, but alsoan ethlca] condi-

tionitshould

vate schools need to cover their costs and
invent. Zomﬂemntfeecategones Adlshou—

The first casualty of every war has al-
ways been truth, but what the world has

ware, like performance or-
ganisational culture, and governance, fails
to deal with coaching factories, soft skill

est lin-
vestors who bring superior governance,
and high:

somethingeven moredisturbing. We have

to their strategic convenience
(¥

change, and new m(ematloml alliances
wﬂl evolve. But no generation has ever
of history.
When future generations ask where
India stood during one of the defining
moral crises of our age,  am sure they
will judge the moral turbidity of our
times very severely. Have we been able
to ensure that our universities, our
media, our intellectuals, and our public
institutions remained guardians of in-
dependent moral judgment or were they
reduced to echoes of political conveni-
ence? Above all, Mr Prime Minister, we
will b whetherIndiadaredto

whmh oughl toarise spontaneously upon
ing of innocent civil-

push the world to recognise its reflection
whenit looked into the mirror of itsown

with political
Isthe value of a child's life

ation,

The

regu-
lator with statutory powers, appellate pro-
cesses, reporting obligations, penaities, or

isms for publi ility. Pri-

i
nottodiscourage investment but toensure
that patients and students remam at the

through competition, experimentation,
and replication. Entrepreneurs making
many independent and diverse tries w1th

determmed by natlona].lty. geography or

who don’t think. Historian Thucydides
warned us that any army with a big gap be-
tween its thinkers and doers will have its

centreofthe healthand

strategies,

vate equity’s demand for high returns can
push hospitalsto raise chawesforcommon

Institutions already collect outcome data.
Government now ueeds the resolve to di-

practices
or restrict access through selective insur-
ancearrangements. Transparencyon both
costs and outcomes is therefore essential.

rectthatitt

The writer is a former health secretary
and former chief secretary of Delhi

not solve our education problems but wﬂl
surely catalyse the innovation that could.
Meritocracy: India’s education regu-
lations prescribe land size, building
norms, and legal structures. These make
setting up a school or university capital-

by cowards. The samedoer-thinker disease
that hurts Indian education has a simple
medicine: Idealism without illusions.

The writeris co-founder of Teamlease Services
and co-author of Made in India

theseare
notthe cMhsanonal values that India has

duringthese thousand days.
‘With regards.

The writer is Member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha). Rashtriya Janata Dal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Engage with Wangchuk

THISISacry of rageat me_

The cybersecurity lessonine-rickshaws

nerabiliti disable
cmmleqmpmnﬁmansasxgmﬁmnlpmb-
powergrids, tele-

Grid-scale Battery Energy Storage Systems
may fall within their remit when deployed
as part of designated critical mfrastructuxe

Software Development Framework and
SBOM initiativesin the US, or the Cyber Re-
silience Actand the Digital Battery Passport

L
itscitizens’ demands (‘Government
must talktoSonam, that’sits duty’,
IE, July16). The peaceful protest at
Jantar Mantar, seekingjusticein the
case of the NEET paperleak and the
subsequent student suicides, has
been going on foralmost a month. It
isdishearteningtoseeagovernment
elected by citizens, and entrusted

rather than engage reflects a discom-
fort with dialogue that is not transac-
tional. Wangchuk’s demand reson-
ates with millions of young Indians
who have lost faith in a broken sys-
tem. While the government may
dismiss his methods as theatrical,
hiscause is genuine and his
dedication undeniable.

Babu Crishna, Bengaluru

Oceanhealth

ing175

DEep PALAND com tower systems, ports, in- Hnwwpr y EVs,  intheEU,audit provenance, firm- with ing theirconcerns, be- TH]: SCOT’I‘ISH Association for
SUKANYA THAPLIYAL i jon,and andcon-  ware integrity, indi The

Indi cyberse-  sumerBMS isdicti and lifecycle Sonam lend years SfecoatiTeseaTen ISt asertl
RECENTLY, E-RICKSHAWS in Delhi curity, the Indian Com- Sectoral such as the Central India can draw on these prmclples. legitimacy and gravity to the move- occasion to reflect on how little in-
suddenly lingin i fthe  puter. Rsponse’[Eam(CERT In)  Electricity Authority I CERT- ment, but we must collectively stitutional attention India gives to
road. Itturned out thatonecouldusecertain  and the National Critical Infra-  batteryris lpnm fn- opment, BillsofMa- demandabetter education system its own marine ecosystems (‘The sea
Chil it i i ex-  structure Pmtecnon Centre (NCIIPC) for  cussingon i terials, ility dli d ey andamore mment. hasaseatat metable 1E, July16).

ir Battery critical i However, acoherent  functional safety. The Department of” ’nzle- curity audits can be incorporated into haRajguru, Jorhat  India

(BMS). The Ministry of Electronics and In-
formation Technology (MeitY) swiftly had

strategy for connected battery systems is
mlssmg, CERT-Inhas expanded its focusto

communications and MeitY have intro-
duced security assurance mechanisms for

Certain

batterystandards Th&cevwllallowabattery
assembled inIndia

long-term

SONAM WANGCHUK’S hunger
strikeis astark reminder that this

ngage with
anyone whodisagrees with it (‘Gov-
ernment must talk to Sonam, that’s
itsduty’, IE, July 16). Be it farmers,

oceanographic institutions with
stable funding rather than short-
term project grants that make sus-
tained data collection difficult.
Coastal states should also be
broughtintoresearch planning,
since fishing communities often

cmzenshlpmw ornowan
reformer ingac-

ional knowledge
about ition

Googleand Apple remove the errant apps. ure devices. But yre- BMS, firmware, or software update mfra~
The apps were diagnostic tools for tech- coordma[ed vulnerability disclosure, Sofr gimes do not specify bled abroad. Imported hard-
nicians to remotely monitor battery health, Ma[ena]s OMs), BMSand the apps used to manage them ware can be allawed after rigorous testing
diagnose faults, and perform i i manu- Modernbattery and veri
d Bluetoothcon-  fact I-assi iliti ‘wareand the ment practices. These will ulumately move
nections with weak or default credentials, — Butthe guideli indi; ffe world. C thesecurityofthebat-  the conversation fromthe origin oftechnol-
i gt it limited guid: on require-  tery depends on the integrity of its digital ~ ogytoitsdemonst hiness

functions. The issue is not where the soft-
ware originated, but that batteries are now
software-defined, connected systems. Vul-

ments for connected battery products.
The NCIPC protects sectors such as

supply chain asmuch asits physical one.
Global negulatlons reflect the focus on

power, transport and

‘hains. The Secure

The writers are policy professionals
at Koan Advisory Group

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

countability, its instinct tosilence

New Delhi

Prajesh Paramasivan, Neelambur
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i o e Nolan’s vision and India’s screens
* DONATION CONTROVERSY Only 41 theatres across Before WatChing
‘V.alshpo Devi Treosai. The Odyssey,a
Silver tow: How | e primer.on tieepic

e -

guards offerings

ArunSharma
Jamimu, July 16

A COURT in Jammu is hearing a plea claiming possible
adulteration and misappropriation of silver worth
around Rs 550 crore donated by devotees at the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine. The controversy arose from reports
that only around 5-6% of the approximately 20 tonnes of
the shrine’s accumulated silver offerings was found to be
actual silver. The complainant sought an investigation
into whether devotees had beensold fakessilver articles,
orwhether genuine silver offerings had been diluted and
pilfered after their receipt.

‘Whatis offered at the shrine?

Each year, nearly one crore pilgrims visit the Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine in the Trikuta hills in Jammu
division. They commonly donate cash, and gold and
silveritems. In earlier years, the gold items donated at
the shrine each month would weigh a total of 2-2.5 kg. But
as prices increased over the years, donations of the yel-
low metal dipped to around a kilo each month.

Meanwhile, offerings of “silver” are at nearly 100 kg
each month. Thissilver is in the form of “ E!xlxalars (um~

ARAV_S}LAH

THE RELEASE of The Odysscy today
marksa ‘hnicalac

in cinema — it is the first full length fea-
ture film shot entirely on an IMAX cam-
era. Christopher Nolan has advocated that
his films be watched on an IMAX screen
that projects the analog 15 perfor-
ation/70mm film reel developed from the
original colour negative (OCN).

‘While IMAX cameras capture better
image resolution and details than others,
they are both expensive and inconvenient
to regularly handle due to their size and

Christopher Nolan shoots ‘The Odyssey’ onan IMAX camera.

+ NotallIMAX screens are built the same

The theatre near you may advertise an IMAX screen, but there are multiple
variants. The first two, the highest-grade offerings, are not available in India.

IMAX 15/70 MM Christopher Nolan’s. rec-

IMAX Cola:
di

igital projector used for

deafeninginternal motors. To byp

Nolan and the IMAX team created a new

cameratitled the ‘Keighley Camera’. This

camera is housed inside a novel carbon-

fibre casingtermed “The Blimp’, reducing

the sound of the motors by 30-50%.
Indxa however, willonly screen digital

brellas or parasols), coins or or
chhatars, coins and ornaments have now reponed.ly
been found to contain a very low proportion of the metal.
Shrine officials say they have found no purity issues
with the gold items donated at the shrine. They say these
gold offerings are found to contain 70-75% of pure gold
on testing. But these officials also believe that this purity
may alsodecline in the future owing to the increasing
prices of the yellow metal
and the circulation of 16
gram (gm), 14 gm and even

PURITY DEBATE 4 ;
one gm gold jewellery in

‘@ Shrine Board officials say the

¢ the market.
low percentage of silver does
not necessarily imply wrong- Howdid the
domgasthenemsmaypo( have controversy arise?
been of the highest purityin the TheShri Mata Vaishno
first place: DeviShrine Board had re-
@ Butothersclaimthatpilgrims  portedly sent around 20
would notdeli donate f.

‘fake'silveritems totheirdeity. silver, stated to be worth
around Rs 550 crore, for
testing, melting and pro-
cessing to a government mint outside Jammu and Kash-
mir. When the melted material was tested to checkits pu-
rity, it was reportedly found to contain only 5-6% of
silver. The rest was cadmium, iron and cheap materials.
Cadmium is a cheap, toxic metal that resembles silver.

The question that arises here is this: Were the
offerings made by the devotees made of adulterated
silverin the first place, or whether any adulteration took
place after the donations were made.

How are these offerings tracked at the shrine?

Pilgrims place gold, silverand cash in donation boxes
within the shrine complex. These boxes are double
locked, kept under 24x7 CCTV surveillance and guarded
by CRPF personnel and the guards from the shrine board.

When these boxes get filled, an officer of the rank of
Sub Divisional Magistrate (SDM) and a shrine board offi-
cial open them and count the cash. The gold and silver
items are weighed separately and then sealed in packets
for safe custody in a strongroom. The entire exercise is
carried out under CCTV surveillance. The strongroom,
too, is guarded round the clock by CRPF personnel. After
five-six months, when an ample quantity of these gold
and silver items get accumulated, they are brought down
to Katra town, sometimes via helicopter, under the
watchful eyes of CRPF personnel, shrine board officials
and the SDM. The seals on the packets are checked and
weighed again before keeping them in another strong-
room at the shrine board office, again guarded by person-
nel from a Central Armed Police Force.

‘What happens to the melted material?

Afterderiving gold and silverin their pure form fromit,
the shrine board gets coins manufactured from the govern-
ment mintitself with photographs of Mata Vaishno Devi
inscribed onthem. These coins are later sold by the shrine
board to pilgrims with a guaranteed purity 0f99.9%.

© SPORT

f the film.

First, the basics

The 15 perforation/70mm film reel
refersto the physical reel where the strip’s
width is 70mm with 15 perforations or
sprocket holes punched alongside its
edge. These holes advance the film frames
during projection. This technique yields
animage resolutionequivalentto 18K and
atowering 1.43:1 aspect ratio.

This aspect ratio is the proportion be-
tween the width and height of the dis-
played image. A 1.43:1 aspect ratio essen-
tially means that the projected film
appears taller with a square finish as op-
posed to the standard rectangularimages
in most films. This set-up results in each
frame of the movie being roughly 10 times
larger than astandard 35smm film frame.

Post-production

The Oclyssey’s OCN was spliced together
manually. In a conversation with The In-
dian Express, Andrew Oran, Senior Vice
President at FotoKem Labs (did Oppen-

the
version of thehlm The physical film runs hor-
izontally through a projector. The maximum
aspect ratiois 1.43:1 — which provides the
biggestimage possible. The resolutionis
between 12K-18K.
IMAX GT (Grand Theatre) Dual Laser: The
only digital IMAX format capable of achieving
al43:1aspectratio. Itusestwoin-sync
4K laser projectors. The resolution is 4K
(4096x2160 pixels).

ge halls using asingle 4K laser.
The resolution is 4K & maximum aspect ratio
i51.90:1. Employs dual-lens to project two
overlapping images for deeper contrast
IMA)( XT:Single lens 4K Iaserprmector
ratiois 1.90:1, only is
projected instead of two overlapping ones.
An option for smaller/retrofitted auditoriums.
IMAX Xenon: Oldest oflhelhree(echnn
ilablein India. T
outat 2K. Aspect ratio remains 1.90:1.

camera.

® Aspecial movi that @ Nolan shot the entirety of 'The

recards much larger and more Odyssey'on the novel Keyleigh

detailed images than a regular dafter two top
IMAX executives

in preparing the film ensures that the vis-
ual data remains purely analog from the
lens to the projector.

“The most intensive period of the post-
production process for FotoKem was
when we were creating the master print-
ing negatives in all three film formats —
70mm/15 perf., 70mm/S perf. and
35mm-—all at the same time,” Oran said.

Thismaintainsa theoretical resolution
equivalent to 1I8K—up to three times the

/ )
ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR

CHRISTOPHER NOLAN'S adaptation of The Odyssey arrives in
cinemastoday, introducing one of the oldest surviving and foun-
dational works of Western literatureto a new generation of viewers.

Despite its enduring influence, many readers and filmgoers
know The Odyssey more by reputation than by its story. Written
nearly 3,000 years ago, itisa story of homecoming after war, setin

aworld byg

mortals, char-

acters and adventures have influenced storytelling ever since.

What is The Odyssey?

The Odyssey is one of two epic poems traditionally attributed
tothe Greek poet Homer, and generally dated to the eighth century
BCE. Theotheris Thellliad. Today, “epic” is often used todescribe
something monumental. In therature, however, an epicisalong

narrative poem that typically d

y figures, her-

oicdeeds and the intervention of gods or other supernatural forces.
The Odyssey’s central figure is Odysseus, the king of Ithaca, re-

© KEY CHARACTERS

ODYSSEUS

The king of Ithaca. Known as
Ulysses inRoman tradition.
Known for hisintelli

nowned for his intelligence. The
poem follows his long journey
homeafter the war.

Both The Hliad and The Odys-
sey have sparked debate about
theirauthorship, triggering what
is known as the Homeric Ques-
tion. Sct inuetodebate

and adaptability, rather than
brutestrength. Played by
Matt Damon.

PENELOPE
Queen of Ithaca, wife of

Qdysseus. Renowned for her
mtelligence, patxence and

and cost-effective solution d d in
retrofitted multiplex screens (typlcally
under 50 feet wide).

‘When The Odyssey — shot to fill a
towering 1.43:1canvas —is projected onto
India’s 1.90:1 CoLa or XT screens, the
image is expanded horizontally to fit the
screen width, but the top and bottom of
the frame are permanently truncated.

This does provide an ddvantdge —In-
dian exhibitors do not receive a 300-kg

fidelity of the best digital ci
7 Thi

and aspect ratio delivers a final print
o A 240K

metal platter itive filmin-
side; they receive an encrypted, digital
hard-drive (known as a key delivery

heimer’s 1
ofthislength for15p/70mm) said: “It is true
that the film was spliced together by hand,
and that all70mm/1Sperf. prints weremade
from the original cut negative.” Once the
film i is captuxed on celluloid, the post-pro-
theanalog
print of The Odyssey from other versions.
he y followed

@ Once the raw film leaves the movie
sets, it reaches the lab where it goes
through a processor — running through
developer and fixer baths —before hitting
thedrying rack.

® By theend of production, these rolls
are digitised and scenes requiring VFX
edits sent to the appropriate workshop.
After the limited digital edits, these parts
of the film are printed back onto the 15
perf./70mm film.

® Then, the negatives are physically
cut and glued together by the post-pro-
duction lab — in this case, FotoKem in
Burbank, California.

® The OCN then undergoes a photo-
chemical colour correction process.

® The photonegative is run through a
contact printer that projects light through
the OCN onto blank positive film stock to
createthe final print. These release prints
are then dried after a final chemical bath.

Massiveimage, massive reels
‘The labour-intensive process involved

(530-600ibs), requiring a specialised 68-
inchtransport platterjust tohold the reel.
“Our (FotoKem) role in relation to the
70mm/15 perf. release on The Odyssey was
to provide prints of each of the film’s 54
reels to IMAX, who QC-screened and as-
sembled the printsforshipping,” Oransaid.
The official theatrical run-time of 2
Syt 3

greatl
distribution of the film.
Thatonescreenin Ahmedabad
Imagine a fully operational, meticu-
lously maintained 15-perforation 70mm
IMAX projector and acolossal 143:1screen
(measuring 97 feet by 67 feet) — the likes
of which Nolan himself might enjoy
hiscreation on.

17 kilometres of celluloid for a single
15/70mm print.

Differing from standard 35mm film,
the 15/70mm film runs horizontally (in-
stead of vertically) through a cinema pro-
jector, pulling 15 perforations per frame.

‘Today, tt ly41th

theglobe equipped to project The Odyssey
initsnative 15/70mm format. Indiadoesn’t
have any such commercial theatre.

What India gets to see

The Indian IMAX landscape is cur-
rently populated by three ters of digital
projection: dual 2K Xenon systems, single-
lens 4K Commercial Laser (CoLa)and the
4K XT Laser.

Both IMAX CoLa and XT systems are
restricted by theirarchitecture and digital
systems to a maximum aspect ratio of
1.90:1. The CoLa projector is utilised for
medium-to-large auditoriums and i 1styp1-

Located in Ahmedabad, Gujarat
Science City (GSC) boasts of exactly such
ascreen. But GSC, a government-owned
venue, hasastrictly educational mandate,
aimed at fostering a scientific tempera-
ment for students and visitors.

Demand and permission issues aside,
there are other barriers prohibiting The
Odyssey from being screened here.

First, theequipment and film printsim-
ported by GSC are likely to benefit from

suitors. Played by Anne
Hathaway.

TELEMACHUS

Son of Odysseus and
Penelope. Comes of age
while searching for news of
his missing father. Played by
Tom Holland.

ATHENA

Goddess of wisdomand
warfare. Odysseus' divine
protector. Played by Zendaya.

POSEIDON

God of the sea and storms.
Odysseus’ greatest
adversary. No physical actor.

POLYPHEMUS

The cyclops who changes
the course of the hero's
voyage. Played by Bill Irwin.
CALYPSO

Nymph who keeps Odysseus
on herisland for years.
Played by Charlize Theron.

whether Homer was a historical
individual, aname attached toan
oral poetic tradition, or some
combination of both.

‘What's the setting?

Odysseus’ voyage takes him
across an imagined Mediterra-
nean where real places coexist
with mythical landscapes. While
Troyand Ithacacorrespond toreal
locations in Turkey and Greece,
other placesbelongtolegendorre-
main the subject of debate.

The poem famously opensin
medias res (in the middle of
things) — neither at the start of
the Trojan War nor at the start of
Odysseus’ journey home but in
the middle of his journey. The
hero is stranded on the island of
Calypso, a goddess-nymph who
wishesto make him her husband
for all eternity. Backin Ithaca, his
wife, Penelope, is staving off
suitors who have taken over the
king’s palace. Penelope is not
merely a passive figure waiting
for her husband to return. Her
endurance, intelligence and abil-
ity to navigate the pressures of
the suitors make her one of the
poem’s central characters.

How does the film differ
from the poem?

While The Iliad recounts the
Trojan War, the poem follows

Odysseus’ decade-long journey home after the war has ended. It
lS often cited as one of literature’s earliest and most influential

ro’sjourneys”, The film,

reportedly begins with the

episode of the Trojan Horse, in which Odysseus devises the ruse
tha[ leads(oTro]ans dmggmg a, glam Woodeu horse into their city.

ved

from s

for educational material. Screening a for-
profit feature could violate these import
tariffs and breach the institution’s charter
of focussing on science and education.
Second, the mechanical layout for pro-
jection is strictly tailored for short-form
content, lasting around 40-50 minutes.
Such features require considerably
smaller film platters. The Odyssey’s 172-
minute runtime means that the GSC’s

suchasvuguspoemﬂx Aeneid

reek
tragedy by Aeschylus. Theﬁ]mappea:s tod:aw onthe w1der‘[‘m)an
tradition, rather than being a page-for-page adaptation.

‘What'sthe poem’s relevance?

Classical scholar Emily Wilson, in her 2018 translation of The
Odyssey, says the poem is the story of aman who is “not ‘the’ man,
but one of many men — albeit a man of extraordinary cognitive,
psychological and military power”. She notes that, contrary tothe
readcr 'S expecrauons, The Odyssey recounts “the story of a man

cally paired withIMAX’s 12 ch: 1

platter is not to

system. The IMAX XT system is a newer

supportits wexghr or spatial demands.

i a....ynwgobacktohlsuwnhome .For

this hero, mere survival is the most amazing feat of all.”

Argentina’s Falklands banner: Political gestures at World Cups and FIFA’s rules

Shuvaditya Bose
New Delhi, July 16

WHILE CELEBRATING their 2-1 triumph
over England in the semi-final of the 2026
FIFA World Cup, Argentina’s Lautaro Mar-
tinez and Giovani Lo Celso held aloft a
banner that read: “Las Malvinas son Ar-
gentinas. Inmnslat&s t0: “The Fa]kland Is-
lands|[! gentine.”

fans had been banned from carrying Falk-
lands flags into the World Cup semi-final.
Butitsappearance has sparked controversy.

‘Why is the banner controversial?
Theanswer liesalmost two centuries in
the past. The Falkland Islands — or Islas
Malvinas, as they are known in Argentina
— have remained at the centre of a sover-
eignty dispute between Argentina and the
UK since Britain reasserted control over the
islands in 1833. Argentinaargues thatitin-
herited the sovereignty of these islands
from Spain upon gaining independence in
1816, and therefore regards Britain’s occu-

pation asillegal. In1982, the two countries
fought a74-day war that resulted in 649 Ar-
gentine casualties and 255 British deaths.
Officially, Britain continues to administer
the islands, with the majority of the resi-
dents voting to remain a British overseas
territory during a referendum in 2013. But
Argentina still considers the British protec-
torate essential to its national identity.

‘What are the rules on such gestures?

FIFA's regulations state that any politi-
cal banner or flags with political messages
arestnctly pmhxhlled before afterand dur-
ingamatchin icinity of the
stadium. International Football Associ-
ation Board (IFAB) regulations also pro-
hibit players from using sporting equip-
ment with political messaging.

FIFA's code of conduct also says fans
cannot “curse or chant in a political, offen-
sive and/or discriminatory manner”. The
world bedy is currently reviewing the on-
field gesture in Atlantaunderits rules pro-
hibiting political messaging.

Argentina’s Giovani Lo Celso holds a banner saying ‘The Falklands are Argentine’. a»

‘What have Argentina fans said or

done atthe World Cup on the dispute?
At the 2026 World Cup, Argentina’s un-

official anthem has been ‘Muchachos’:

En Argentina naci, (Iwas born in Ar-
gentina)

Tierra de Diegoy Lionel, (Land of Diego
and Lionel)

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Delos pibes de Malvinas, (Of the boys of
the Malvinas)
Quejamds olvidaré (Whom I will never

forget)
‘Thelasttwo unfsarewxdelyunderstood
tobeatributetothe ho

Yes. At the 2018 World Cup, for instance,
Switzerland’s Xherdan Shaqiri and Granit
Xhaka celebrated goals against Serbia by
making the Albanian double-headed eagle
gesture with their hands. Both players have

died during the 1982 war. After the victory
over England, the players also celebrated
with the chant “Porlas Malvinas, por Diego
yporeliiltimo de Leo (For the Malvinas, for
Diego, and for Leo’s last one)”

Have fans mad
to the Falkland Islands earlier?
Something similar took place during
Argentina’s friendly match against Slove-
nia in 2014. On that occasion, the players
stood behind a banner with the exact word-
ing of the one held up on Wednesday. On
that ocassion, FIFA had imposed a non-
sportingsanction on Argentina. The feder-
ation was asked to pay 30,000 Swiss francs.

Have players made political gestures
at World Cups before?

New Delhi

ethnic Alb; roots linked to Kosovo,
whose independence Serbia does not rec-
ognise. FIFA imposed a fine of 10,000 Swiss
francs on both players.

During the 2022 World Cup, meanwhile,
Serbia were fined 20,000 Swiss francs fora
banner they had hoisted in their dressing
room which showed Kosovo as a part of
Serbiaand read: “Nosurrender.”

Atthe same World Cup, German players
had covered their mouths with theirhands
ahead of a match, in a symbolic gesture to
convey that FIFA were forcibly silencing
players. The football body had warned
teams against using OneLove armbands,
celebrating gender inclusivity, with the
tournament belntx held i in Qamr, where

same- ip is cri

FIFA did not sanction Germany for the
protest.
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‘NO CENTRAL SUBSIDY FOR LAND ACQUISITION TO SET UP CHIP PLANTS, STATES EXPECTED TO TAKE LEAD’

Govtnotkeento coverland, tech
transfer costsinnew chipscheme

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, July 16

UNDER THE next phase of In-
dia’s ambitious Rs 1.27 lakh
crore Semiconductor Mission,
the Central government may

cided to not offer subsidies on
technology transfer costs is be-
cause when we were evaluating
proposals under the first leg of
thescheme, there was arealisa-
tion that such transfer costs are
quite opaque. It is almost im-

How a new subsidy plan
hopes to build an Indian
smartphone brand

* TECHTRANSFER COSTS

TECH TRANSFERS areanimpor-
tantelementin firms setting up
semiconductor manufacturing

not offer to com-
panies arising out of technol-
ogy transfer costs, with the pre-
vailing thought being that

exactamount, sowe have made
changes accordingly,” the offi-
cial said, requestinganonymity.

calculating such is
complicated, The Indian Ex-
press haslearnt.

The Centre may also no
longer offer subsidies for land
acquisition to set up chip
manufacturing plants, as state
governments are expected to
take the lead on that, a senior
government official said.

Under the first iteration of
the scheme, there was a provi-
sion for the government to
cover a portion of technology
transfer costs that approved
companies may incur, but a
senior government official said
thatit hasbeenremoved under
India Semiconductor Mission
(ISM) 2.0. Even though the
provision existed under ISM
1.0, such disbursals were not
made, it is understood.

“The reason we have de-

imponant element in com-

inIndia, because
many participants may not have
accesstosuchtechin-house

UNDER THE firstiteration of the
scheme, there was a provision for

up
tor manufacturing operations
inIndia, because many partici-
pants may not have access to
such technology in-house. For
instance, Tata Electronics,
whichissettingupachip fabri-
cation plant in Gujarat, is get-
ting the manufacturing tech-
nology from Taiwan’s PSMC
Theserec

government to cover a portion of
techtransfer costs that approved
firms may incur

BUT Assenior rgovernment official

removed under ISM2.0. Even
!huugh it exlsted underISM1.0,

said

notmade

and ure chips

ira Barik

required for nearly 70-75% of
domestic applications, and by
2035, the country aims to be
among the top i tor

New Delhi, July 16

INDIA MAKES almost every
inthecountry.

nations globally.

Compared to the first iter-
ation of the ISM, government
incentives for semiconductor
manufacturing plants have
beenslashed in ISM2.0. For in-
stance, the first scheme carried
auniform capex subsidy 0of 50%
for fabs and assembly plants.
However, underISM2.0, silicon
fabs will receive a subsidy of
40%, and other fabs will get
35%. Similarly, theincentive for
advanced packaging has been
kept at 35%, and 25% for con-

ecosystem to India, and then
subsidising building of new

point to the broﬂder Lheme of
India’sshifting pr

chip uring units,” a
second official said.

the Union

itsnew chip incentive scheme.
The new policy is expected to
place greater reliance on subsi-
dising chip design, and the
broader ancillary industry.

“In terms of our priorities
forthe newscheme, first would
be chip designing, then bring-
ing the broader supply chain

packaging hasbeen outlined as
astrategic move by New Delhi
to insert itself into the g[obal

ventional

Under the new scheme, the
government will offer grants
and may also take equity in
large and start-ups

the sector to deepen domestic

O
Cabinetapp ISM2.0with
an outlay of Rs 1.27 lakh crore,
Under the first scheme, India
managed to attract 12 chip
making plants, including a fab-
rication facility being set upby
the Tata Group.

The country’s foray mm

ioninitselectronics
sector.Semiconductors—used
to power devices from toasters
1o fighter jets — have become a
critical ~ resource  amid
heightened geopolitical ten-
sions over the last few years.
By 2029, India expects to

tor proc

Govt plans tighter fuel-economy
norms, credit market from FY28

Sourav Anand
New Delhi, July16

‘THE POWER ministry has pro-
posed a tougher five-year fuel-
economy regime for passenger
vehlc!es from April 1, 2027,

litres per 100 km, or 78.90 gCO,
per kim, by 2031-32.
Compliance will be assessed
acrosstwoblocks, comprisingan
initial three-year period fol-
lowed by a second block of two
years. The phased tightening is

blending level.

Manufacturers will also be
eligible to claim compliance
benefits of up to 9 gCO, per km
for approved fuel-saving tech-
nologies, with the benefit
capped at 1 gCO, per km for

ige con-

each

carmakers to use carbon-neu-
trality benefits, super creditsand
acompliance-credit mechan-
ismtomeet the new standards.

Thedraft Corporate Average
Fuel Economy-11I norms, cm:u-

cturers a predictable
regulatory path for developing
and deploying more fuel-effi-
cient models.
Inasignificant change, the
ministry has proposed Carbon
Neutralx(y Factors for ethanol,

The draft provides super
credits while calculating fleet-
average fuel consumption for
battery electric vehicles, range-
extendedelectric vehicles, plug-
inhybrids, strong hybrids and
flex-fuel vehxcles givingmanu-

lated for
tion, will cover Ml-category pas-
senger vehicles manufactured
orimported for sale in India be-
tween 202728 and 2031-32. The
existing CAFE-II norms are
likely to expireon March 31,2027,
Under the proposed frame-
work, the fuel-consumption
target will progressively de-
cline from 3.996 litres per 100
km, equivalent to 94.76 gCO»
per km, in 2027-28 to 3.3273

biogas
for the first time. The mechan-
ism will permit specified re-
ductions in declared tailpipe
carbon dioxide emissions be-
fore a manufacturer’s com-
pliance isassessed.

At the current ethanol-
blending level, an 8% Carbon

ional flexibility to
expand cleaner vehicle port-
folios. It also proposes a credit-
and-debit system similar to the
‘mechanism in the recently cir-
culated draftamendmenttothe
CAFE-TInorms.
The proposed regime com-
bines steadily tighter fuel-con-

Neutrality Factor hasbeen pro-  sumption targets with incen-
posed. For compressed biogas  tives for alternative fuels,
and biofuel, thereduction willbe elecmﬁedvemcksandiue} -sav-
linked to the p ilingactual  ingtec]

Avoid deploying Indian seafarers
in Strait of Hormuz: DG Shipping

acl yability todesign

that design semiconductor
chips, which rank higher on
strategic and commercial par-
ameters. The government’sin-
vestment will depend on
whether these companies are
able to raise money from pri-
vate equity investors,
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

SPECIFIED NON-FINANCIAL ASSETS
RBIintroduces SNFA
category, bars banks
from selling assets
back to defaulters

George Mathew
Mumbai, July 16

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has introduced the con-
cept of Specified Non-Financial
Assets (SNFAs) in the event of
loan defaults and mandated
that disposal of such assets
should primarily be through
public auctions under SAR-
FAESI Act principles and pro-
hibited resale to the original
borrower or related parties.
SNFAs refer primarilytoim-
movable properties that banks
acquire when borrowers fail to
repay loans. Such assets typi-
cally include residential build-
ings, commercial properties,
industrial land or other real es-
tateaccepted by banksin settle-
ment of outstanding debt.
The RBI has issued the
Third di Directi

Specified non-financial assets

areimmovable properties that
banks acquire when borrowers
failto repay loans. reurers

will continue to betreated under
in; 1I0IS, ensum]g

that ypriate

Butwhenitcomestothe names
on those phones, Indian com-
panies are conspicuously ab-
sent. AnewRs 62,500 crore mo-
bile phone manufacturing
scheme, approved by the Union
Cabinet Wednesday, hopes to
change that.

Under the new scheme, a
five-year follow-on to the Pro-
duction Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme for smartphone assem-
bly, which helped Indiasuccess-
fully localise production, the
governmentis focusingonlocal
sourcing to boost domestic
value addition, and on design
and R&D by Indian brands,
along with incentives linked to
the export of smartphones,
Union IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said.

For building Indian brands,
an additional incentive at the
rate of 3% on eligible sales will
apply fordesignand R&Dof the
product under the scheme.

The push to build an Indian
smartphone brand also signals
that thegovernment’sambition

« Indiasmartphone shipments marketshare

®\Vivo ®Samsung ®Oppo
Q42024
M2025
Q22025
Q32025
Q42025
Q12026

'SOURCE: COUNTERPOINT RESEARCH

® Xiaomi

Realme. ®Others (%)

ested in building a mobile
phone brand that can compete
withothersonquality and price.
But, they may have a cost dis-
ability of 10-15% initially, so

and development.

This is important because
manufacturing alone does not
necessarily translate into con-
trol over an industry. A phone

through the new scheme !he assemb]ed in India may still be
governmentis , use for-
at least 5-6% of that,” a seruor eign-owned intellectual prop-
government official said. ertyand besold undera foreign
5 brand. The government now

Why an Indian wants Indian companies to
smartphone brand ‘move up this value chain. The
The pushtobuildanIndian  scheme, with aRs 62,500-crore
smartphonebrandisrootedina  outlay over five years, is in-
larger gap in India’s electronics ~ tended to deepen domestic
story. The country has suc- value addition, strengthen
ceeded inattractingglobalcom-  supply chainsand improveglo-
panies to manufacture mobile  bal competitiveness, while pro-

phonesatscale, butmuch ofthe

viding incentives on eligible

for ismov-

ing beyond simply attracting
factories and boosting as-
sembly. Having estab-
lished India as a major
manufacturing base, New
Delhi now wants Indian
companiestomovedeeper
intothe value chain -into

| D

from product design and intel-
lectual property to

mobil
The policy also reflectsthe li-
mits of the first phase of India’s

brandingandtechnol- mobile manufacturing push.
ogy, continues to be  Production-linked incentives
owned by companies helped artract global manufac-

tered else- dIn-

where, though Indian
compames like Tdra

dia’s capacity to make phones,
with the country emergmg asa

d Elec major and ex-
velopment, intellectual prop-  lishing lhemselves in the portbase. But Indiahas not pro-
erty, compenent contract ingsector.  du 1with
and brand ownership. Thegovernment’snewmo- comparable scale and global

Though a long-term plan,
what the government is essen-

bile phone manufacturing
scheme hopes to explicitly ad-
dress thi ingIn-

tially
propel an Indian smartphone
brandisthe 1mmed1a(ecos[dls~
ability itmay h well-

dianbrands, with thestated ob-
jectives of achieving
i i cap-

established competitors, par-
ticularly from China.

“We expect that four or five
Indian companies will be inter-

UPI payments
over Rs 2k to big
merchants may
see 0.5% MDR

New Delhi: The Centre may re-
introduceamerchant discount
rate(MDR) on UPI transactions
0fRs 2,000 and above for large
merchants to compensate
banks and payment service
providers for rising operational
costs and technology invest-
ment: il

2026 under its Ci
ion of Stressed

The proposed MDR on UPL
paymentsacceptedbylargemer-
chants won't exceed 0.5% of the
monetary value, asourcesaid.

However, merchants and

Banks - pi and risk manage-
Assets Directions, 2025. The  ment standards.
new regulations establish a ‘TheRBI hasintroduced strict
ENS Economic Bureau on July 15, comes against the  vessels—including Mombasa B, i kfor valuation guidelines to prevent
Mumbai, July16 backdrop of a series of attacks ~ AlBahyah, GFSGalaxy, MTWE-  how banks should auquue. overvaluation. Every acquired
on merchant ships and awor- DYAN and AL R}_‘.KAYYAT —  value, manage and di: property the
IN THE wake of escalatingse- ~ sening security have signi. 1 ial assets obtamed lower of two values—the net
curity concerns inthe Gulfre-  in the Persian Gulf, raising the risks faced by from ing borrowers. book value of the extinguished
gion, the Di eneralof  fresh overthesafety  shipping operating in the con- According to the new direc-  loanorthedistresssale valuede-
Maritime ~ Administration of thousands of Indian sea- flict-affected region. tions, banks may acquire an  termined independently by at
(DGMA), under the Ministryof ~ farers employed on interna- The advisory said incidents = SNFA only after a borrower s least two external valuers.
Ports, Shipping and Water- tional cargovessels. resulting in casualtiesamong ~ loanhast believe this
ways, hasdirected shipowners, The circular said the safety, Indian seafarers, coupled with = asa non-performing asset. The conservative valuation method
ship managers and recruit- security and welfare of Indian ~ continuingattackson merchant = acquisition must involve either ~ will reduce the possibility of in-
mentagenciestoavoid deploy-  seafarers,alongwiththeprotec-  ships during the ongoingcon- ~ full or partial settlement of the ~ flated asset values appearingon
ing Indian seafarers on vessels  tionofIndianships, remaincen-  flict, have made it necessary to banksoulstandmgexposure In bank balance sheets while en-
transiting the Straitof Hormuz  tral tothe mandate ofthemari- ~ adoptenhanced y ly partoftheloan ing more realistic finan-
until further orders. time administration. It noted  measures. FULLREPORTON  issettled throughthetransferof ~ cialreporting.  FULLREPORTON

The DGMA advisory, issued

thatrecentattackson merchant

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

property, the remaining debt

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

with an annual
turnover of up to Rs 1.5 crore
are likely to be exempt from
the levy, irrespective of the
transaction amount. A deci-
sion on the proposal is ex-
pected within a month, the
sources added.

Larger merchants are better
placed to absorb the MDR or
pass on the cost to customers,
whereas small businesses have
limited ability todoso, the gov-
emnment reckons. FE

® THE LEAK INCLUDES A 14.3 GB DATASET COMPRISING 18,997 FILES RELATED TO THE KUDANKULAM NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

Kudankulam files on dark web: Inside the alleged dataleak

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, July 16

FOR MORE than a month, a
large cache of files pur-
portedly linked to the Kudan-
kulam Nuclear Power Plant
have been available on the
dark web.

The data, leaked by ran-
somware group World Leaks,
is purportedly linked to Anil
Ambani-led Reliance Group,
whose subsidiary, Reliance In-
frastructure Ltd, wasawarded
the Engineering, Procurement
and Construction (EPC)
contractin2018 forthe plant's
non-nuclear common service
facilities, known as the Bal-
ance of Plant (BoP).

The leaked data, accessed
by The Indian Express, in-
cludes a 14.3 GB dataset com-
prising 18,997 files related to

the Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Plant. These files are
part of a much larger cache of
1.2 terabytes containing over
858,000 files purportedly
linked to the Anil Ambani-led
Reliance Group.
Asearchintheleaked data-
set using the term “KKNP” —
an acronym for the Kudanku-
lam Nuclear Power Plant — re-
trieves numerous internal
documents, including inspec-
tion records, engineering de-
sign files for various plant fa-
cilities, minutes of meetings,
and correspondence between
Reliance Infrastructure and
the Nuclear Power Corpor-
ation of India Ltd (NPCIL) on
project execution and con-
struction-related matters.
‘While The Indian Express
could not independently ver-
ify the authenticity of these

Lo abes=E i

-

The leaked dataset is largely related to Units 3and 4 of the
Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant. reuters

documents, a spokesperson of
Anil Ambani-led Reliance
Group told this newspaper
that there had been a “partial
breach” of its data on a server
hosted by third-party data

centre service provider Yotta,
and the government had been
informed about the incident.
In a statement to Reuters,
Yotta also maintained that it
had noted suspicious activity

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

on May 29 on a server it hosts
thatbelongstoReliance Infra-
structure, It said the activity
‘was immediately terminated
and the suspected ransom-
ware execution was prevented.

Following reports of data
breach, state-owned NPCIL,
the plant’s operator, also clari-
fied that the leaked informa-
tiondoesnot pertain toany nu-
clear safety or security systems
and the compromised data re-
latesonlytothe plant’sconven-
tional Balance of Plant com-
monservice facilities, for which

with Russia.

The first two units (KKNPP
Units-1 & 2) are already in op-
eration, while Units 3 and 4
are still under construction
and are due to be operational
by 2027. The remaining two
units are at different stages of
progress.

Theleaked dataset islargely
related to Units 3 and 4 of the
Kudankulam Nuclear Power
Plantand contains documents
associated with the EPC
contract executed by Reliance

ure Ltd.

Reliance Infrastructure Ltd was
awarded a contract in 2018,
Located in Tirunelveli dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu, Kudanku-
lam Nuclear Power Plant con-
sists of six units of Pressurised
‘Water Reactors of VVER de-
sign, which were established
in technical collaboration

From tender documents
and invoices to engineering
drawings and design files for
various structures, the folders
appear to be organised ac-
cording todifferent aspects of
the project.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

New Delhi

turing a larger share of the
economic value generated by
the sector and creating Indian
patents in design and research

* BRIEFLY

SBIFundsIPO
attracts bids
worthRs3Lcr

Mumbai: The initial
public offering (IPO) of
SBIFunds Management
Ltd witnessed overwhel-
ming investor interest,
closing with an overall
subscription 0f 41.66 times
onthe final day of bidding
and generating demand
worth nearly Rs 2.97 lakh
crore. The issue received
bids for 518.93 crore
equity shares against the
12.45 crore shares on offer,
according to cumulative
subscription data
available on the BSEand
NSE. The IPO was priced
intheband of Rs 545-574
pershare. ENS

‘Social protection
Nnow covers
100 cr citizens’

New Delhi: India’s social
protection coverage
increased to over 100 crore
citizens in 2026, up from 25
crore in 2015, accordingto

reach. The newschemeisanat-
tempt to fill that gap, to ensure
that the next phase of growth is
not only about more phones
being made in India, but also
about Indian companies own-
ing the design, technology and
brand behind those phones.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Tech Mahindra
Q1 net profit
rises 28.4%

New Delhi:TT services com-
pany Tech Mahindraon
‘Thursday posted a 28.4%
year-on-year rise in its con-
solidated net profit for the
June quarteratRs 1,465
crore. The company’s rev-
enue from operations was
up17.7% atabout 15,712
croreduring the quarter
justended. Total headcount
at146,760 was 863 people
lower quarter-on-quarter,
while theIT attrition stood
at11.8% onan LTM (last
twelve months) basis. In
dollarterms, the Q1IFY27
revenue at $1,660 million
camein 2.2% higher
sequentially. PTI

I-T Dept adds
foreign income
datato AIS

New Delhi: The Income Tax
Department has started
displaying information on
foreign assets and income
to the taxpayers onthe in-

Union Labourand Employ-  come taxe-filing portal as
ment Minister peri ionreceived
Mandaviya. The minister,in  underthe Automatic
apostonsocial media plat- Exchange of Information
formXon high-  (AEOI) k. The tax
lighted the landmark vali- depanment iscurrently
dation of the y's ying information for
social security landscape by 2022 2023,and 2024 inthe
the International Labour Annual Information State-
Organisation (ILO). “India ment of taxpayers.
breaches1billion markin Information for 2025 will be
Social Protection visible inthe AIS onceitis

Coverage!” Mandaviya
wroteon X. PTl

*MARKETS

received in September or
October, sources said. FE
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Ethanol, A Fuel, Not
THE Fuel of Choice

Consumer choice +environmental outcome

India’s ethanol programme is being presented as a run-
away success. Gainsarereal:lower crudeoilimports, for-
ex savings, higher incomes for farmers and sugar mills,
and an E20 blending target achieved ahead of schedule.
As an energy security strategy, it has undeniable merit.
Butgood policy becomes bad policy whensuccessturnsit
into dogma. Ethanol is no longer being promoted as one
option in the decarbonisation toolkit, but as thesolution.
Ttisn't. Every litreof ethanoldeliverslessenergy than pet-
rol, meaning motorists travel fewer Kilometresonatank.
Consumers are effectively being asked to pay the same —
or more — for fuel that offers lower mileage. If that's the
intended trade-off, it should be stated openly, not mur-
mured behind blending mandates.

The bigger concern lies beyond the
fuel pump. India’s ethanol story has
shifted from sugarcane to maize, with
grain now driving production and re-
shapingagriculturalmarkets. Land is
movingaway from pulsesand oilseeds
towards maize, while food, feed and
fuel compete for the same crop. There-
sultis mounting pressure on food prices, rising edible oil
and pulse imports, greater stresson groundwaterand eco-
systems, and fresh distortions in cropping patterns.

Yes, India needs to clean up vehicular pollution and
bump up energy security. But the goal should be cleaner
mobilityand diversification, notjust higher ethanol con-
sumption. Thatmeansallowinghybrids, EVs, cleaner ICE
and inable biofuels to on envir
merit. Consumers shouldn’tface a false choice: buy etha-
nol-laden fuel or pay more for the ‘normal’ stuff. Public
policy must protect consumer choice and be driven by
measurable envir al Notbyr
onerigid dependence with another.

Time to Engage with
Post-NATO 1.0 Europe

Europe has taken a concrete step to take charge of its defence,
OnMonday in Paris, a‘coalition’ of 10 countries announced the-
ir intention to coordinate efforts to produce anti-ballistic mis-
sile systems. The context is supporting and defending Ukraine
against Russian attacks. But the announcement says much mo-
re. It signals loud and clear that Europe’s serious about getting
aatmanirbhar It's an important step toward gradually building
broader European defence cooperation, after knowing the trials
and tribulations of being near-completely dependenton the US.

Many European leaders, the r‘rench m particular, have been

i f acontinent-wids -ation. Whi-
chiswhereDonald Trump's prevaricationon Ukraine hasiron-
ically helped — not to mention, the US president’s less subtle
thanhis predecessors’ demand that non-US Nato membersstep
uptheirdefencespending. Europe’s quest
for ‘strategic autonomy’ is not a repudia-
tion of the 77-yr-old post-WW2/pre-Cold
War treaty—not yet, atanyrate. It is‘Nato
~ USPlus One’, creating options by putting
the organisation on a firmer footing with
future US administrations as well as div-
ersifying Europe's defence partnerships.
Individual countries in the continent have already raised the-
ir defence spending. This coalition now hopes to consolidate
Europe's fragmented defence industry.

This structural pivot that can reshape Europe's macroecono-
micpolicies, industrial baseand geopolitical posturealso provi-
desanopportunity for Indiathatitmust pursue. Indiacan certa-
inly play arole in th of thi ing military-in-

India’s GCCs create world-class research, but rarely own the IP that generates future wealth

Time to Score Own Goals

ndia’s innovation problem do-

es not end with how little its

companies spend. It ends with

whoowns what itsresearchers

create, Muchof thecurrentde-
bateasks whether Indiaspendsenou-
ghonresearch. Anequally important
question is whether research perfor-
med in India accumulates as an Indi-
anasset.

Research is anactivity. IP isan as-
set. Countriescompetenotonly in per-
forming the first but also in owning
the second. The country’s largest re-
search ecosystem offers an answer:
GCCs, the units MNCs establish in
India to carry out their research, en-
gineering and operations, number
2,117, employ 2.36 mn pr

Sold, to that non-indian entity there

with tax authorities, typically in the
mid-teens. The invoice records a ser-
vice transaction. IP generated throu-
gh that work is owned by the parent

pal compoundsabroad. Hosted
research pays wages. Owned
research creates the asset
that finances the next round

company, esfuturecom-
mercial returns. M BenzR

of research. OW-

earch& Development Indla(MBRDI)
withmore than8 500 engineers, isam-
ong the ]al';,es! examples of the mo-

and generate $98.4 bn in revenue.
The optimism rests on flows: captive
exports of $164 bn in FY26; industry
projections of value addition rising
from $68bn to$199bn by I
Not one figure meas
cumulates, or to whom.
Business  services,
with R&D the fastest-
growing element,
make up 29.4% of
services expor-
ts, up from 19%
in FY14. When
research is an
export line

th. Only one compounds.

The pull has a push
from within. The Pat-
ents Act excludes com-

signed patents.
The Indian enti-
ty’s claim is dis-
charged by the
cost-plus invoi-
ce. The count-
ry'scl isdis-
charged by the
export receipt,

item, India is,
by definition,
selling the re-
search. The
buyer keeps
what the rese-
arch  produ-

When research is an export line
item, India is selling the research.
The buyer keeps what the research
produces. The patent and product
settle on the purchasing balance
sheet, and the export receipt is the full
and final discharge of India's claim

India’s Patents
(Amendment)
Rules of 2024
give the arran-
gement statu-
tory form with
unintended can-

ces. The patent and product settle on
the purchasing balance sheet, and
the export receipt is the full and final
discharge of India’s claim.

Consider the mechanics of a typi-
calcaptive R&D centre. Itbills its par-
ent on a cost-plus basis agreed upon

dour, awarding the inventor a Certi-
ficateof Inventorship, whiletitle ves-
tsintheassignee abroad. The certifi-
catestays, the title leaves.
Thearrangement has afixed-inco-
me character. India collects the cou-
ponwithoutdefault, whiletheprinci-

del. India’ withtheservi- puter programs per se China built labs it owns.
ce invoice. from patentability, and
Thesemen\emrepo‘usalcvmw lev- Lhc tax treatment of In-
el.T g "sclaimonth intangib-
tion is discharged by salary and a ]cs makes first filing at djrections
FY30. one-time patent bonus, since royalti- home undm'auwe whe-
vl esarerareand contracts excludere-  reitr sible. Thedooroutis
venue-sharingonas- heldopenf Thedoorinis

locked at home.
OECD datashow China approach-
ing USlevels of researchspendingat
PPP, with much of that spending un-
dertaken ondomestic balancesheets
rather than through captive subsidi-
aries. India’s gross expenditure on
R&D stands near 0.64% of GDP. and
the private sector contributes around
36% of it, against more than 70% in
the US, China and South Korea.
Thegapisnotatalentgap. Thecor-
porateresearchIndia performsinab-
undanceisperformedfor foreign prin-
cipals, So, it never enters the owned
column, China built labs it owns. In
diastaffslabsithosts. Th

India staffs labs it hosts.
The owned column is,
thus, emptied from both

sh colonial rule of India’s resources
and capital to Britain, without any
equivalenteconomic, commercial or
material compensation, asa‘drainof
wealth’. Themodernarrangement is
morerefined,

The distinction is not between ex-
ploitation and fairness. Every parti-
cipant in the chain receives the con-
sideration contracted ful The miss-
ingasset is not income but ownersh-
ip, and future income accrues where
1P resides. A consumption economy
grows around the salaries, and the
growth is real. What it does not do is
leave behind anasset thatearnsafter
the work stops.

Industry has begun conceding the
point, talking of a ‘re-
verse [P migration’,a
phrase that inverts
its own meaning, sin-
ce the invention mig-

THE SPEAKING TREE

Soul
Power

BRAHMA KUMARI ASHA

Anyaction is possible when our
souland role work together. The
soul is the master that does the
role. We often forget this and focus
only on the role weplay, We need
tofocuson our inner beingand
experience its core qualities of
innate peace, poise, loveand po-
sitiveness to infuse our worldly
role with soul power We need to
strikearight balance between the
twoto increase the success rate
of our worltlly m]es in personal
and .

ratesinwhi itle
migrates out. Nass-

Yourrole could beof any type.

.

* "1 com’s GCC Council E\ennnujt:c(lhalyuumus\\voﬂ(
that oninthel ethatisgoi

| legal ownership ty- amonth isanexample of atempo-

— pically rests with the raryrole you have to play. There

parent, which retains
oversight of filing,
and that core product
definition remains
guarded at HQs, Stra-
gy can be reassign-
ed by the next board. Title cannot.
FY30projections never ask wheth-
erhostingconverts intoowning. Sou-
th Korea converted through conglo-
merates that moved from assembly
to ownership of design. Taiwan’: s fo-

are many otherroles like getting
vourchild’s homework doneand
preparingfood for the family.
Any suchrole will consist of
someor all these aspects — the
physical body; various tasks;
teraction with people or relation-
ships; mediums such as informa-
tion, wealth, technology and oth-
erobjects; time; knowledge of eve-
rything connected with the role
mclut]mg Lheamvcm that make

are

lllld.! ies moved from

no]ug) China spent on its own acco-
unt, India’s precedent is its I'T servi-
ces industry, which converted hosted
work into owned companies, but ne-
ver intoowned product.

A coupon can be re-sourced by the
payer: A principal, once built, stays
with the builder: The capability cen-
tre stays. The patent migrates. The
value compounds with the parent.

umn is, thus, emptied from bolhdxr»
ections. Domestic capital declines to
build the asset. Foreign capital builds
itand books it abroad,

Dadabhai Naoroji described the
huge unilateral transfer under Briti-

Thenext isnothow
large India’s GCC coupon becomes,
but whether India ever comes toown
thebond.

Thewriter is founder-director;
Amarisa Capital Advisor

It's Not Just About Tari

P D Singh

The realsignificance of the Britain-
India Comprehensive Economicand
1‘1 ade Agreement (CETA)is not that
re comingdown. It is that two
mcwasmg,ly complementary econo-
mies are creating the certainty that
businesses need to invest, expand
and build for thelong term.

Inan uncertain world marked by
supply-chain realignment and chan-
ging trade patterns, certainty has be-
comeacompetitive ad\'antage The

tiveness of sectors such asengineer-
inggoods, textiles, apparel, leather,
footwear, gemsand jewellery, and au-
tomotive components. Costs previo-
usly absorbed at the border can now
beredirected towards productivity,
innovation and business expans
This isastructural shift.

CETA's services and mobility provi-
sions are equally significant. Exten-
sion of social security contribution
relief for eligible professionals from
3to5yrsreducescosts for business-
esdeploying talentacross markets.
Combined with provisions support-

Here's your extra sambar, sir

ingdigital trade and [P, the agree-
ment makes it easier for comp-mms ronment, n ‘sonly navuml thatthey
integrated

ross both countries and unlock new
opportunities in knowledge-inten-
sivesectors, This isespecially im-
por 1am when an Indi lian businessis

sendsastr that
twomajor economies are committed
todeepening economic engageme-
nt, and creatinga more predictable

dustrial complex for mutual benefit. Sofar, New Delhi has been
agile in its engagement, evident from defence co-development
and co-production partnerships with several European coun-
tries. The anti-ballistic missile coalition is more than a group to
produce interceptors to protect Ukraine from Russian attacks.
It's the beginning of areadjustment of globalorder India would
do well to get on this revolving, evolving security carousel.

£ JUST IN JEST

Nitin Gadkari's Muskian idea to
bypass traffic is borderline genius

Who Needs Roads
When There’s Air?

butbeinaweof Nitin Gadkari’sborderli
us. Bnrderhne. becausehe’sgotan off-the-chartsidea with-
out outlining any timeline or providing technical details.

Hislatest pitch ity trafficisnot but
lessof it: aerial pod-based transit, electric vertical take-off
andlandi — vi noless‘l'he
man jobistoget I

soar over them. All this reminds us of Elon Musk. Elonji's
2013 white paper on ‘Hyperloop Alpha’ imagines capsules
gliding at near-supersonic speeds through vacuum tubes,
carrying both and freight. It collisi-
on-free, weather-proof travel at 2x speed of planes. Sounds
very Gadkarian, actually,

Both men, in their own way, are prophets of escape. Gad-
kari wants us to levitate above India's battered

its footprint to Britain
and vice versa.
However, CETA's real impact may
ultimately beon lnvt‘alm(‘m rather

aremore willing longterm
capital, expand supply chains, build
new mpabil ities and create jobs.
‘There's growing interest in cross-
border i part-

S, Bruv

CETA should also be viewed throu-
gh thelens of economy. The most suc-
cessful economies of the future will
be connected through trusted econo-
mic corridors thatenable the flow of

phvslml in namm The power
that these aspects possess makes
up what we call role power.

As soon as we step into our role
eachday, our aim is to be success-
ful, but toachieve that, our entire
focus falls on power of therole,
neglecting soul power: We spend
alotof timeand energy instream-
liningall aspects of the role, not
realising that our purpose could
be easily achieved, if ourfocus is
not merely on role power butalso
on soul power thatsustainsand
strengthens our role's success.

ALGO OF
14 BLISSTECH
Late-Night
Sports-Watching

Watchinglate-nightsport
alone feels illicit, yet whole-
some. The world has gone to
bed, work is a distant memory,
andyousit inthe glow of the

television, ina

goods, services, capital,

and talent. The India-Britain corri-

dor hasthe potential tobecome one

of the most signi[xmmsuch partner-

ships over the coming decade, sup-

portingdeeper collaborati lonacross
ing, tech.

private drama. Thematch—
whether the World Cup final
in the US, or England-India
Test cricketat Lord's—unfol-
ds asif staged solely for you.

ces, clean energy and lnnu\.auon
led industries.

Of course, agreements alone don't
guarantee outcomes. Businesses
willneed to invest ahead of demand,
new partnerships must be forged,
and policymakers and financial ins-
titutions must continue to support
implementation. (‘E’I‘A creates the
framewor

nerships, supply- cham diversificati-
onand international expansion. In-
creasingly, businesses do not view
India and Britain as separate opp-

vity must now fill it.

History won't remember this agree-
ment for the duties it removed. It's
more likely to be remembered for

frame-

env. fortrade, thanon . Tra e ortunities, but

and innovation. nts ulmnmelv succeed becausethey  partsof a broader growth. stra:el,y
‘The most visible benefits will be in idence to Th pro

trade, Dut, around mv&ﬁl Whi ieshavegreat-  work that canhelp translate this

99% of Indian exports by value to
Britain will strengthen the competi-

ercertainty around market acce:
talent mobility and operating env: 1

commercial intent into tangible
economicactivity.

thei itenabled, partner-
shipsitaccelerated, and confidence
itereated.

Theuwriter is CEO, India & South Asia,
Standard Chartered Bank

nsthe
sensa Every pass, everyshot,
everyreplay acquires an int-

ment, togroan
without wit-
nesses. Silenceof thehouse
tstadium
acoustics, amplifying the roar
of distant crowds piped thro-
ugh your TV-synced earpods.
Youarealsodeliciously out
of sync with therestof the
world. While others seemingly
sleep, youare awake, living in.
aparallel umehne where! gnals

Poring Over Pouring Monsoon Data

Anil Padmanabhan
I

Lastweek, Indiareceived rains it had
been waiting for all of June, when the
monsoon typically makes landfall.
Large partsre ecexved intense down-

Indiaand itsnew, big-ticket econo-
micinfrastructure to

Kashnm Valley in early September
1sed Jhelum to overflow, all but

suchshocks.

According toan Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (HTM), Pune,
study, there has been a staggering 3x
rise in raineve-

scale damage.

areswung. The clock ticks past
midnight, but fatigue is bani-
shed by sheer adrenaline.
Theritual is both indulgent
and ascetic: indulgent in its
defianceof bedtime, ascetic
m n.smht.iry devotion. When

Merely tracking: ive

the world

resumes ns slumber, but you

d.lowmm, Srinagar. ram[alldeﬁumumbe Ll[m]sa the
» 2018 Kerala witnessed its worst worl'ymg panel nof risi
floods in 100 yr's, )} esti- i

mated lmn d causing un-

A UN dls‘zsleri\ﬂ.\s

devastation. One trig-

p
ntsover India during the 65 yrs lead-
ingupto 2015. Similarly, data compi-
led by Centre for Research on the
Epidemiology of Disastersreveals
at instances of extreme weather
have gone up almost 5% —from 71in
the1970s to 350 in the first decade of

pours, ving
1a 'du]ulthat‘* dclimt

Anecdotal evids

edtoaworrying40%.

Onthefaceof it, this wasa welcome
turnaround. Yet, the rains also expo-
sedadeeper: prub]em they arrived all
atonce, instead of edas

thissituation has only gotten worse.
Forexample:

» 2010 Cloudburst over Leh caused
immense damage.

» 20131 continuous

isthe norm. These periodsof intense
burstsof rainfall interspersed with
prolonged dry spells are gradually
becoming the new normal. So,
basicassumption about the progress
of themonsoon, which accounts for
overB0% of India'sannual precipi-
tation, appears to be broken.
Without predictability, weather pat-
ternsarenowalottery. This means

Musk wants to burrow beneath California's clogged free-
ways, One isaministerof roads whod: f flight. The
other, a carmaker who dreams of tubes that don't necessa-
rily go to space. But the minister may have a better chance

bet
agriculture aml industrial demand
can'tbe taken for granted. As aresult,
avolatile climate and extreme weath-
ermake farming that much riskier,
and managing industrial demand

of makinghi icalplana reamythanhls that much more unpredictable.
pri Ameri part.One, we, Ce watching the shrink-
unedtoplan: fantast ones.Two. F Wi ive rainfall
) heli deficit would bea case of missingthe
nmentman who promi- wood for the trees. Worse, the grow-
sesusa bypass above terrestrial chaos? ingfrequency of extreme weather

eventsis testing the ability of urban

rainfall and cloudbursts from June
15t017in the lughe\ reachesof the

ger was excessrain—250% above
normal.

Extreme rain events are not unique
toIndia. Researchers estimate that
global economiclosses from floods
exceeded $30 bna year in the past de-
cade, withsome of thelargest losses
linked to extreme rainfall events oc-
curringin Asia.

“Floodsattributed

confirms the conclusions of the ITM
study that Asia seems to bear the
bruntof extreme weather. It estima-
tes that between 1970 and 2019, 3,454
disasters were recorded worldwide,
with9,75,622lives lostand $2 tn rep-
orted in economic damages, Asia
accounts for nearly a third of clima-
te-and water-related disasters glo-
bally, nm]ya()"n of all deaths, and

low of acon-
test w1tnase( ‘insecret’.

[ Chat Room ||

| CanTalk Indlish,
ICanWalk Indlish

Apropos the Edit, ‘English, As In-

events in Indi for
losses of about $3 billion per year,
which is 10% of global economic
losses. Inour study, we demonstrate
that these floods are on the rise due
tothe occurrence of widespread

caused
Chorabari I_ake inRudraprayagto
spill over and inundate Kedarnath.
» 2014 Prolonged rainfall across

S
Let'srelook at those paradigms, shall we?

extr ins. Wefind a threefold
increase in these widespread ex-
treme events during 1950-2015," the
1I'TM study noted.

Worryingly, the study
reveals that average
precipitation during
theannual monsoon
over India hasbeen
A steadily decreasing
{ | since1950, even while
extreme rainfall ev-
entsare

dia impact 500 mn people —a lhml
of India’s population and more than
theentire population of the US. Geo-
graphically, the most impacted regi-
onisthe central belt of India— Guj-
arat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh. Telangana, desha

rain  1/3"of assi Iosse: dian AsL Come’ (Jul16),
45% of the were associat- English has become an integral
ed withfloods and 36% with storms. partof our everyday lives, The
According to the IITM study, the con- language hasreadily absorbed
sequences of extreme rainfall in In. hundreds of Indian words, such

as bungalow, jungle, pyjamas,

gury, avatar. verandah, loot, kha-
kiand pundit, enrichingitself in
the process. The global acclaim
earned by Indian writers Salman
Rushdie, Arundhati Roy, Vikram
Seth, Amitav Ghosh, Anita Desai

and Jhar sam,
Meghalaya and parts of Weslel n
Ghats (Goa, North Karnatakaand
south Kerala).

The policy challenge is no longer
only about managing and estimat-
ingrainfallbutalsoal

and many other

that Indian writing in English
hascarved adistinguished place
on the world literary map. Insti-
tutionssuch as the BBC World
Service and the British Council

uncer ies, suchas the increas-

Undoubtedly, thisisa
structural shift. In
other words, prolonged
d dryphasesduringthe
monsoonare inter-
spersed withshort
spellsof heavy down-
pours, causing large-

ingfrequency of extreme rainfall.
‘This is the moment for India tore-
visit accepted paradigms about the
monsoon, just as it has done with
accepted wisdom regarding its so-
cial policy.

The writer is an independent journalist

play pivotal role in pop-
ularising the language through
broadcasting, education, litera-
tureand cultural exchange. Eng-
lish is now also an Indian langu-
age, shaped and enriched by our
linguistic diversity, literary ex-
cellenceand cultural traditions.
Nawal Thorat
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
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Delayed justice delivery
mustn't hold India back

No, your honour, this is not something that can be dismissed lightly. The huge and growing

backlog of cases that are pending before Indian courts must be addressed on a war. footing

sthe Supreme Court of India

resumesits regularroutine after

an annual six-week summer

recess that ended on Monday,

thisisa good moment to look at

one of the biggest problems that
has dogged the country’s legal system: a huge
and growing case backlog. According to the
National Judicial Data Grid 2025, the number
of pending cases across all three levels of the
Jjudiciary is over 56 million, a staggering figure,
with over 96,000 cases awaiting disposal at the
apex court alone. The pending case list of vari-
ous high courts exceeds 6.4 million and that of
subordinate courts 49.8 million. Clearly, the
saying ‘Justice delayed is justice denied’ is not
justacliché, butanaptdescription of the state
of India’s legal system. No wonder the World
Justice Project’s Rule of Law Index for 2025
ranks India below Indonesia, Nepal and Viet-
nam onoverall justice system delivery.

Itis not enough to have modern laws. These
must be backed by an efficient mechanism for
the delivery of justice that, among other things,
protects civil and property rights, preserves
sanctity of contracts and enforces the rights and
liabilities of parties in a timely manner. Today,
roughly three-fourths of prisoners in India are
under-trials: unconvicted, presumed innocent
till proven guilty under the law, yet serving time
anyway—often for longer than the sentence
they would have got had they pleaded guilty.
Almosta decade ago, the Economic Survey for
2017-18 devoted a chapter to judicial delaysin
the context of ‘ease of doing business,” calling
timely justice a “prerequisite for business and
commerce.” Sadly. very little has changed since.
Indeed, till the World Bank discontinued its
Ease of Doing Business Index in September

2021, India fared poorly on ‘ease of enforcing
contracts.' Pendency, delays and injunctions
overburden courts, slowing the progress of
cases, especially in the economic realm, and
exacting a heavy toll from the economy. Tribu-
nalswere conceived as a way to relieve courts of
some pressure. But the State of Tribunals Report
2025 of Daksh, a Bengaluru-based legal think-
tank, shows that close to 325 trillion is tied up in
about 356,000 disputes pending at under-
staffed commercial tribunals. Part of this sorry
state of affairs can be blamed on a hugely
adverse ratio of judges to population. We have
Jjustabove 15 judges per million people (India
Justice Report, 2025), far below global stan-
dards. The US has 150 judges for every million,
while the European average is around 220.
Perhapsitisalso time to rethink the practice
of court vacations, a relic of our colonial past,
when English judges wanted to retreat from the
hot Indian summer to cooler climes.
Evenaswe address the large and growing
backlog of cases on a war footing, we must work
harder at keeping disputes out of courtrooms in
the first place through alternative mechanisms
for dispute resolution like mediation. The gov-
ernment, as the country’s largest litigant, must
doits bit to unclog the system; it should refrain
from trivial legal filings and routine appeals.
In the words of Sanjeev Sanyal, member of
the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime
Minister, India'sjudicial and legal ecosystem is
the “single biggest hurdle” to achieving Viksit
Bharat—developed-country status. It also
stands in the way of a crucial hallmark of
democracy: the basic assurance that every
citizen has access to speedy justice. The time
has come to chip away at that hurdle before
it overwhelms us.

DEVINA SENGUPTA

! ‘@: =
writes on workplaces and
education at Mint.

hen the going gets tough. the

tough get going. But when the

going is good, should the tough
startleaving? There are more than a handful
ofemployees who getjittery when their taut
relationship with the employer becomes
much too comfortable and predictable. Itis
like the unsettled feeling one sometimes
gets while staring at a placid pool of clear
water. There isan rresistible urge to churn
the waterabit. Something similar rumbles
when all metricsarein the green and there
isno reason to quit ajob but a gnawing part
ofyousays it's time.

Over the past 15 years of tracking people
stories, I have noticed an ingrained concern
across companiesirrespective of theirshape,
sizeand field of business—that of losing their
besthires. And 1hiﬂ isnot. ulmul losing them

mint
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India Inc should give up its fear
of boards that show leadership

Many companies still see assertive boards as mounting hostile takeovers. This simply cannot go on

M. & &RA 1 WARD
are, respecuveiy, co-founder of the Medici
Institute for innovation.X: @MuneerMuh;
and a global board advisor, coach and
publisher.

oryears, theideal board member in
many companies wasa well known:
sibleinannual reports, invisible
everywhere else. This dir ectorwe ould

where the board’s primary role is to
ensure nobody disturbs the emperor.
The idea that directors might actively
shape strategy. question decisions or
demand deeper oversight i i

The post-scandal ritual is by now
familiar. Rngulnmrsask where the

isse
es like ‘we relied on

treated with suspicion usually reserved
for tax raids and investigative journal-
ists. Somewhere deep within business
culture lies an ancient belief: leadership
isazero-sum game. Ifthe board gets
stronger, the CEO must get weaker.
Governance islikea custody battle here.

Conversations on stronger hoards fol-
lowa predictable seript. Someone says.
they need more oversight powers and
someone else warns of ‘hoard over-
reach.’' But times are changing.

Today's regulators no longer accept
the excuse that the board was not ‘oper-
ationally involved.’ Court mvcsuus

attend meetings, nod t ly at
i approve with
ceremonial dignity and ask an occa-
sional question so harmless that it quali-
fied as ambient noise. Governance often
wasa polite affairinterrupted by audit
committees.
Then suddenly boards were expected
tounderstand cyber risk, environmen-
ial and governance issues, Al
geopolitics, activist investors, whistle-
-omplaints, supply chain
. Foronce, the ceremonial board
ingasked to supervise actual
This terrified directors.
se ‘hoard leadership’ still
c discomfort in cor-
porate circles. Ram Charan, Dennis
Carey and Michael Useem's 2013 book,
that Lead, captured this anxiety.
Evenitssubtitle sounded ominous:
‘Whento take charge, when to partner,
and when to stay out of the w 3
porate governance, nobody d
board asleep, but few seem entirely
comfortable with one that's awake.
This tension is especially visible
India, where promoters, founders, and
CEOs have long enjoyed something
close to monarchical status. The Indian
corporate structure resembles a care-
fully modernized family kingdom

and agencies ex;

directors to prove both. mendauce and
actual oversight. Which meansaboard
member must achieve the impossible:
stay informed enough to be accountable
but detached enough not to offend the
management.

Globally, the balance is shifting. CEO
tenure is declining, shareholder activ-
ismis rising and regulatory scrutiny has
intensified. In India too, governance
ndals have driven home this truth:
passive boards are llent right up
until the moment things collapse.

LR ]}
QUICK READ

Board members, once happy
to nod along with management,
have rudely been lurched intoan
unfamiliar world of responsibility

for corporate governance. But
leadershipisn't a zero-sum game.

Genuine board oversight
should not threaten CEOs even
if cultural inertia makes them
uneasy. Willy-nilly, acompany’s
risk-returnstrategy needs the
guidance of independent minds.

10 DEARS GO

THEIR

Why talented employees leave and why that's often okay

the task 1. Almost without fail,

This is probably where ies go
wrong: assuming that an increment above
the median, an out-of-turn promotionanda
companionable workplace are reasons
enough for leaders of the pack to stick
around. But what top bosses tend to over-

A-plus gets the job done. And every single
day, A-plusis closer tologging out for good.
This individual does have leverage within
the business—a good track record, a boss
whowill n(-gmmlo and probably agree toany

lookisthatsuchs rewards for
performancethatsay little |fam1hm[,alx1ul
careergrowth. And some of the good hands
are hankering for the latter.

Their grumbles are easy to missbecause
career growth is often col ered a linear
path in India Inc—as in, as you ascend the
corporate hierarchy (read: change of desig-
nation and payscale), it isassumed that you

inyour ion. It i
true, l)ul alsoamyopicway oflookingat how
acareer chart should play

1f the best per! formers are looking for
growth, then they need to be placated with
challenging projects that will either stump
them or rewire the way they work. Most
firms would scoffat the notion of an out-of-
turn spotlight placed on aselect few at the
cost of disturbing the rest of the pack. This

monetary evenarole change—

and these are rare trump cards at a time of

highly uneven demand across the Indian
economy. Butthey willnot workin this case.

Quitting isno longerassociated with giving
up,and evenif A-plus summons the nerve to

vave a white flag, there is no label of defeat
attached to it. This could explain why so
many top-bracket performers who are well
backed up financially seem ready to turnin
their papers for no overt reason, pause and
then take their next step.

There isamid-life crisisin careersaswell,
and in tod: \wr]d where there are no

Forgenerations, IndiaIncerred by relying | s g cmel asjust
onthe cultural itioning that quitting is iml 1 can workon flexible time
asign of fail At donotlet | i igworker mentor, etc,
go. This strongly held the urge to explore more
beliefcame unstuck dur- aER satisfying possibilities

ing the covid pandemic,
as people thought long
and hard about work-life
balance, work satisfac-
tion and what a job or
career ought tolook like.
While companies and
their staff rebooted and
reprogrammed them-
selves, the enticing

10,

be picked upin ad\ ance. Il is knowi mg Uml

do-not-disturb outlook also hasits logic, but
itrisks I()smg some valuable talent.

theremaybe te:

agood performer—let’s call

avaluable employee away from Iedvmg for
reasons that don’t seem to make sense.

this person A-plus—is stuck in a matrix of
routine work: meeting targets and getting

option of

interests, whettingone’s
risk appetite by starting
upby oneself, came tobe
seen by many as doable.

QUICK READ

Firms often find themselves
unable toretain top performers
fornoapparent reason. Some
departuresjust can't be stopped
by retention packages. But this
shouldn't surprise employers.

Many high-worth employees
need stiffer challenges or are
keen to pursue otherinterests,
Career satisfactionisachievedin
various ways. Companies should
wish such leavers well

has been growing. And
forthe likes of A-plus, the
best time todoit is when
the cards are favourably
decked.

For companies that
observe a split in their
payroll between employ-
vhoaredrivento per-
formand those who seem
determined to dodge
responsibility for out-
comes, retaining the
former is critical. The
80/20 cliche, of 80% of

representations,” which has roughly the
same legal value as saying ‘we meant
well." Boards are stepping up now that
their liability has grown serious. Most
board chairs do not seem pleased with
this. It’s too much pressure to handle.
any independent directors of India
Incstill operate under an unspoken sur-
vival principle: ask enough questionsto
appear diligent, but not enough to trig-
geran awkward silence. Founders and
CEOsstill seem to interpret strong
board involvement as a sign of distrust.
Arequest for more information can feel
like an accusation. A governance review
feels like an intervention.

And yet, the best companies are nei-
therboard nor CEO dominated, but
those where both understand their
roles clearly. They have strong commit-
tees instead of ornamental ones. They
define what information directors gen-
uinely need, instead of drowning them
in400-slide presentations designed to
dndestlmulmurl They setagen-
round strategic risks and do not
lre compliance asa ritual. These
boards report thei

report busine: rrlonnamc toboards.

Boards that court irrele
being polite put their b
The old model survived because mar-
kets were slower, businesses simpler
and accountability softer. Enterprises
now operate in environments where
reputational crises travel faster than
official statements and asingle failure of
governance can erase decades of brand
equity creation.

Boards must lead and managements
must not take it as a coup. Directors
need not do thisloudly: nor should they
storm into operations like amateur
management consultants. They must
do something more radical: ask difficult
questions early enough to matter.
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The pattern produces a
paradox. The government
publicly expresses concern
about judicial backlog while
simultaneously feeding that
backlog through relentless
litigation. The State becomes
both the complainant

and the cause.

B. V. NAGARATHNA

work done by 20% of the employees, has
Tong been cast asi i
onate in

- workplaces. While an
-plus totake
onnewiniti tives and risks without anxiety
over slipping, many would rather not veer
away from their comfort zone. Predictability
at work commands a premium even for
someofthe better performers—those whoat
least defy Parkinson’s Law: work expands to
fill the time allotted for i

For many withacouple of decades of work
experience on their resume: md aninvest-
ment portfolio, fi L may notbe
a good enough reason to hold on toa job.
Market crashes need not rattle them. They
haveseenatleast three large onesand have
grown accustomed to the crests and troughs
ofmarketindices. Some investors can afford
to give up their jobs simply because their
investmentscan pay their basic bills, which
frees them for other pursuits. Some may bet
that walking out, only to return on better
terms, is the best path to career growth.
Time spentaway from desks, presentations
and meetings could be used for testing out
novelskillsto createa resume in which cor-
poratestints couldlook like stop-gaps. And
if A-plus is on the verge of departure, we
should wish this person well.
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Should Tata Sons go public? Let’s
hear from minority shareholders

Now that RBI has closed its non-listing option, the debate needs to involve more than the regulator and the group’s promoter

M. DAMODARAN &

SUMIT AGRAWAL

are, respectively, chairperson, Excellence
Enablers, and former chairman, Sebi, UTl and
IDBI; and managing partner, Regstreet Law
Advisors and a former Sebi officer.

n 24 June, the Reserve Bank of

India (RBI) issued its final frame-

work for classifying upper-layer

non-banking financial companies

(NBFCs), holding the line on the

one test squarely within its con-
trol. Industry had pushed to raise the qualifyi
assets threshold from X1 trillion to 2.5 trillion,
whichwould have lifted Tata Sons and other large
NBFCs out of the upper layer entirely. RBI rejected
that request. Tata Sons’ standalone assets, esti-
mated at X1.75-1.9 trillion, clear the 31 trillion bar
with room to spare, placing it exactly where RBI
first did in September 2022—with astock-market
listing obligation whose original three-year dead-
line expired in September 2025.

Asecond question briefly looked more con-
tested. RBI's 24 June rules on upper layer classifi-
cation, built around the asset-size test alone, made
nomention of “indirect receipt of public funds.”
even though its 29 April Amendment Directions
had included an explanation in the master direc-
tion's definition of ‘public funds’: funds received
“not directly but through associates and Group
entities which have accessto public funds.” That
apparent omission fed a week of reports ona
reprieve for Tata Sons. But it was never real— thr

ion sits within the same
master direction that governs upper Ln er
cl: ication, withan effective date of 1.July
built-in from the start. Tata Steel, Tata Power and
Tata Chemical; ether hold an esti 13-16%
of Tata Sons; since all three access public capital
markets, that alone keeps Tata Sons classified asan
indirect recipient of public funds.

Onboth tests, Tata Sonsis back where RBI first
placed it in 2022, What remains open is not a tech-
nical question, butan institutional one: whether
RBIactsoni own ru lesorlets Tam 90n< de-regis-
tration appli
handing it through dcla) Wl hal 111@ rulm no hmgcr
allowit to claim through argument.

Since 2022, the public discussion over Tata
Sons'listing has been conducted almost entirely
between two parties: the promoter, which does not
want to list, and the regulator, which says the rules
require it. Noel Tata, chairman of Tata Trusts, has
written to RBlopposing a listing, and former
office-bearers have made the institutional case in
print—that public markets would compromise a
century-old philanthropic mission and along-
term investment philosophy thatis poorly suited
toquarterly reporting, These are not fr S
Tata Trusts fund a substantial sha
te philanthropic activity, tracing back
to Tata Sons unlisted structure.

But there isa third party to this debate that has
barely had aseat at the table: the minority share-
holders of 26 listed Tata companies whose com-

Reports of London’s downfall are

bined market value Tata's own disclosures put at
more than $328 billion as of March 2025, and
whose economic fate is more tightly bound to Tata
Sons’ governance than the debate acknowledges.
Consider what an unlisted Tata Sons has meant

across Tata Sons” unlisted portfolio in 2024-25
(even as Air India and Tata Digital individuall
Isewhere offset some
ce standards around
hat has left N. Chan-

lost far more hefore profits

inrecent months. Shares of TCS, th p's prin-
cipal cash generator, have fallen to near a 6-year
low amid a broader technology-sector slump,
eroding the value of Tata Sons’ principal asset—a
fact that matters because Shapoorji Pallonji
Group's 18.4% stake in Tata Sons collateralizes its
own high-yield debt. Goswami Infratech, an SP
Group unit, disclosed to the BSE on 3 July that the
exchange had approved pushing the final redemp-
tion date of its non-convertible debentures (NCDs)
from 30 June to 31 July, the sec-
ond such extension this year,
even as the SP Group seeks
125,500 crore in fresh refinanc-
ing through a new vehicle,
Eqyizen Investment, after an
carlier. attempt fell throu;
‘That refinancing build
unusual 18-month clo
“Tata Sons lists within that win-
doworthe SP Group must be
able tosellitsstake privately at
anagreed price, amarket-set
deadline arrived at entirely out-
side any regul:m)n process, and
one that exists only because Tata
Sons’ principal asset cannot eas-
ilybe converted to cash while

EEw
QUICK READ

TheReserve Bank of India’s
upper layer NBFC framework has
settled the question of Tata Sons’
market listingand theinterests of

voiceless stakeholders should
also be takeninto account

Differential voting rights or
governance carve-outsare
tested ways of ensuring public
accountability without dealing
ablow to the philanthropic
goals of a promoter family.

as chairman of Tata
Sons unresolved since February, now pushed to
anannual genes ral mLleg un 18 Augml Each of
these protecti fTCS
orTata Steel, but none currently applies to the
entity one level above.
Tata Sons’ own trustees differ: two of the Trusts'
vice-chairmen have openly backed a pub)
on governance grounds against the chairman’
stated opposition—an unust lit for an institu-
tion that has prized a single voice
atitsapex, When acompany’s
own controlling trustees di
agree onwhetheritsstructure
needs more scrutiny, the argu-
ment for resolving the question
privately comesapart
The philanthropic:
argument need not be
missed. Differential voting
rights or governance carve-outs
that preserve mission-driven
ownership withinalisted frame-
work exist in several markets,
but they do not entail a
permanent exemption from
disclosure. India should treat
philanlhropic continuity and

the compan; s private. None of thi: up.
in filings that a Tata Motors or Titan shareholder
would ever see, even though it has a clear bearing
on the financial standing of the entity that appoints
theirboard's chairperson.

A Tata Sons listing would not simply ‘unlock
value' for the SP Group, as the dchuw isoften

public acc design ques-
tions, not a binary Lhulcdml\\een an opaque pri-
vate holding company and a conventional listing.

N as closed both tests that matter

tional will: whether an entity

reduced to. It would re

of the entity that controls 26 Opemtuwl,nmp.x-
mcs m(lqmmlcnl direc )rs on |lmhunrd that
pita related-
party snruun\ ofthe intra- gr(mpﬂuwklhdl
funded a net310,905 crore in aggregate losses

and i for India’s capital markets will
be permitted an indefinite delay through an unre-
salved de-registration application, even though
the case for public accountability is being madc
with increasing urgency by the market itself.
This is the concluding part of a two-part
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As Starbucks mixes Al in chai
latte, what must I'T players do?

Indian IT service providers should wake up and smell the Al coffee

AN UKHERJE!

is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
industrial companies and financial services
inAsia.

v,zyn

tarbucks is brewing a tempest in a

chailatte cup. The coffee chain s tap-

pingAltodevelopin-housealterna-
tivesto systems by Microsoft and IBM that
track inventory and manage equipment.
The Seattle-based company has been
working for sev years to replace Ora-
cle’s point-of-sale system.

“This will be disturbing news in Benga-
furu and Hyderabad: Maintaining these
very technologies for large multinationals
like Starbucks is the bread and butter for
the 6 million coders employed by India’s
outsourcing industry.

The Al adoption craze is looming over
what is promising to be another lacklustre
earnings season for India’s IT service
exporters. Last week, Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS), the biggest among them,
reported 0.4% growth in revenue over the

TCS and HCL Tech results didn't reassure
investors much. MINT

inventory tools with an enterprise’s own
resource planning software.

To be sure, these long-term, multimil-
lion-dollar orders have not completely
dried up. TCS sharesjumped on Monday
after the company disclosed that itwould
beexpanding the roleit hasbeen playingin

ginginfrastruc lapplicati
for ABB. The new mandateisto designand
runthe Zurich-based engineering giant’s
network asamodern, Al-driven service.

Onif

art, HCL Tech recently won a
dan

p
5. 114 billion contract to bu

AI driven opemuny, model Im

str

I
currency fluct expan-

sioninayear. While the company hasshed
3% ofits workforce in the past year toabout
594,000, the spending on third-party spe-
cialist contractorsto bridge the firm'sown

in the three months to June slipped 0.5%
quarter-on-q i
rates constant, The management kept its
annual revenue growth gmd.mw of % to

terafter hange

did not name.

Still, the pricing of large outsourcing
dealsin the age of Al remainsunder a ques-
tion mark. Afterall, clients will fully expect
their suppliers to use fewer humans—and
more Al—tokeep theirtech infrastructure
runningsmoothly. Accordingly, they will
pay them less than before.

As forcustomers embedding Alin their
ownworkflows, they will probably pay the
upfront cost of gathering the unstructured
datascat lercdaruuml their firmsand label-

% butit ded up shrink-
ingitsemployee base by nearly 3,300 peo-
ple—the sharpest contraction in close to
two years. For HL‘LTecln(m ariseinsub-

For 25 years, India’ soﬁ\\arc s(mccs
firms have locked global corporate clients
into lucrative contracts toimplement and
maintain packaged software. Before the
arrival of Al tools. it would not have been
cost-effective for a firm like Starbucks,
whose business is beverages, to mke an

lingevery ctly. But aftera quar-
ter or two, AI .lgenl will use the
cleaned-up data to write their own code.
Theannuity business will have aslow fade,
with lumpy Al-related work helping to
mask the decline for some time.

Worse, as clients like Starbucks open
theirown direct engineering hubsin places
like Bengaluruand Nashville—using Al to
let small in-house teams do the work of
large code-writing armies—the middle-
man \llld]‘}\ll])'}(‘( omes an obvious target

IBM ofits shrink- P
itto e\erv piece of kitchen L(|I||pmenl
maintenance schedules and local techni-
cians across a deus(- nelwurk of 40, 00()—
That kindof stuff
around which Indian IT vendors have built
2$250 billion exports powerhouse.
Similarly, making sure a multinational
cansafely addanewlocal payment method
orcorrectly reflect adi
hasbeen alucrative annuity for Indian pro-
grammers. They specialize in testing for
iousscenarios that could make cash reg-
s go down even for a minute, Largely
hidden from public view, they keep global
supply chains working 24x7 by managing
the data pipelines that sync third-party

\\ hlle the stock market is still giving a
thumbs up to any order wins, the NSE IT
Index finished June 10% lower than five
years ago. Even during the worst of the
global financial crisis, pessimism did not
run this deep. Maybe the gloom is over-
done and US clients will eventually curb
theirenthusiasm for AL They may come to
realize that evenastheir token budgetsgo
through the roof, their corporate data and
workflowsare slipping out of their control
and going to frontier Al labs.

However,itisalso possible that investors
have read the tealeavesright, and it is the
IT outsourcing firms that are yet to wake
upand smell the coffee. ©BLOOMBERG

highly exaggerated

RAHUL JACOB

B
isaformer Financial Times
foreign

rombehind a barrier near King's Cross
station in London came a chorus of
screams. Ahead ofme, amother push-

hilding thetiny

tal of Europe, where feral youth on eleclnc
bikes di 1 by modern-day Di

Faginstap intoaglobal network that resells
stolen phonesvia agentsinsouthern China.
Afriend in Bengaluru, whoisa frequent vis-
ltm to lho city, resorted to pulling out a

world as well. Ahead of my first trip in sev-
eral years to the east (‘L).ISl of the US Iacl

lhved there in the early 2000s. The hsl of

remains, despite frequent public transport

invi he Royal Box for the

August, Iwaswarned al

bility of airport immigration :md (Ieploy
mentofthe National Guard in ington
DC by the Trump administration. My first

tether from her handbag, sug-
gesting Lattach it to my phone for my time
in London. Atanational level, meanwhile.
the UKwasbeing i-banana

gapsinthe fence with apparent alarm. She

republicafter Prime Nllnls1er hux ﬂ(.n ‘mer

with the youthful National
Guard wasone of them courteously holding
the dooropen for measIentered the ornate
railway station in the capital. M S
moment turned out to be a rehearsal fora

needn’t have worried. The scene unfolding | said he would wedding in yn, where I had been
wasagroup of schoolchildren who had dis- | afterscarcely lwu\camaspn_rmer paving [ asked to be the cele-
covered a series of water jets at paves theway for geatl0 Down- | brant.Inervously began |
leveland had decided torun betweenthem | ingStreet inadecade. catastrophizing that [
fully clothed. It was an understandable Thecumrus[ with the reassuringly civil, | would be like the bum-
| di rh isamid 35° ity [ d my | bling trainee priest
Celsius temperature that day. fortnight there made mewonderifwecan | played by Rowan Atkin-
Earlier that week, an interviewat Wim- | understand a place by reading the news | son in Four Weddings
bledonIwasdoingwasbriefly disruptedby | fromafar. Thisisan lmscnlulgqu(’munlor anda Funeral.
hrisksand thenlanohtarAtth fit | anyonewhoval nalism, but more so This summer, the

was the tournament’s hawk, whose jobisto
scare away pigeons but had landed on the
outstretched hands of a group of ball boys
and ball girls instead of flyi mgxmden acere-
monial arch devised for the p

furmmeoncwhuwr)rkﬂldsdfurelgn corre-
spondent for much ofhis career. Sincejour-
nalism school, I have grumbled about the
“coups, earthquakes, famines syndrome™
that has | ized forei,

Bothincidentsamounted to the: oppmne

ofthe headlines that bedevil London. News-
fecl bk : .
p lareitthe p p

age of the developing world.
Now, inaninversion ofthat critique, the

applies to the developed

QUICK READ

Foreign mediacoverage of the
developing world used to focus
on catastrophe. The subject of
suchconcern has flipped, what
with scary reports of how life

last Friday included cricketer
Shubman Gill i
tian Shaji, easily the most dashing guests
that day despite the pres('m‘e of Lngllsh
actors. Surinder Arora, d man-

disruptions and delays that I lost count of.
Fox purposely bumped into people on pub-
lic transport to discover that the vast major-
m lLﬂL\l\ ely &ud sorry toher. Whichbegs

ition:

agesa host ofairport hotels in the UK, was
there, as was Barclays CEO C.S. Venkata-
krishnanand the UK’s Lawn Tennis Associ
ation head, corporate lawyer Roy Colaba-
walla. South Asians excelling in Britainare

as

by Mumbai-born Anish K: and Indian
artist Arpita Singh in London are all very
well, butwhen will there bean apology from
a British prime minister for centuries of
colonialism?

And there is some truth to the headlines
ofurban ion. Violent crime is e

p as
[ | streetlamps, remarked
upon only by gawking
tourists. Among the
guestsbrought by Prince
Michael of Kent was the
renowned criminal law-
er, Aftab Jafferjee, who
‘hooled in India.

multiculturalism  of inthe Westis worsening. o rework the old cli-
Aondon (Iesplle the ché, one Wimbledon day
Despite gloomy reports of doesn’t make a British

migrant  rhetoric,
seemed anuncons
everyday celebration—

justasithad been when

phone thefts, storeliftingand
political instability in the UK,

ious avisit canbe areminder of the

folly of going only by the news.
London hasn't lost its charm.

summer, But what the
British anthropologist
Kate Fox correctly iden-
tified as the routine
politeness of the British

torecordlevelsin both the USand UK, but
phone-snatching and shop-lifting are up
dramatically over the past few years. Yet, the
national cliche lenmumered most oﬂ(n in
Londonwasy the Indian
economy huommg and its middle-class
i plaining the distortive effects of
DP figuresand thata
speaking event by the author of India Out of
Workwasonmy calendarthis week in Ben-
galuru would have been a conversation
killer. Beyond the gloomier world-view of
foreign investors, thisisnow the prevailing
image of India overseas. On balance, Lam
gmtdu] for that—: aml that my turquoise
fashionaccessory.

ph p
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Inflated worries
RBI can look through the spike in CPI in June

he outlook on inflation s far from sanguine,

and yet it cannot be seen as cause for alarm.

The retail inflation print of 4.4 per centin
June was not unexpected. It is largely the result of
the Iran war, and so far is not broad-based — never
mind even if the headline number happens to be an
18-month high. It could edge up further, but whether
that leads to a spike in inflationary expectations
would depend on the trajectory of the ongoing war.

(=)
=E)

As faras global bond markets and central
banks are concerned, India need not
entirely pegits actions on their decisions.
Quite apart from the macros being sound,
the Reserve Bank of India and the Centre
have taken steps to shore up capital flows —
creating space for independent monetary
policy. Itis worth noting that average
inflation for the first quarter of FY27is at
3.9 per cent, below the RBI's projection of
4.2 per cent for the quarter. The RBI has
now begun to accord more importance to
core inflation which excludes the more
volatile food and energy prices. Core
inflation held steady at 3.9 per cent in June.
If the influence of the sharp increase in gold
and silver prices is removed from core
inflation, the reading is ata much benign
2.5 per cent. These numbers are likely to
lend comfort to the RBI. Besides petrol and
diesel, the increase in prices of LPG
cylinders and piped natural gas weighed on
consumer wallets and made services of
restaurants and hotels pricier. Inflation in
transport was high at 4.3 per cent, which
pushed the prices of all other goods and
services, including food items. The higher
food inflation of 5.3 per cent was also
influenced by higher cost of fertilizers and
the seasonal spike in vegetable prices in
June. Higher prices of oil and fat in global
markets pushed domestic edible oil prices
higher.

However, there is uncertainty regarding
the trajectory of CP1in the coming months.
Though crude oil prices are below their
recent peaks, they are still almost 20 per
cent higher than the pre-war price level.
While the deficit in monsoon rainfall has
narrowed in Julyand kharif sowing is
expected to improve, food inflation can
continue to apply upward pressure on
headline inflation. RBI’s CP1 projections of
5.1 per cent for the second quarter, 5.9 per
cent for the third quarter and 5.4 per cent
for the fourth quarter of FY27 have taken
these heightened uncertainties into
account. However, inflation in gold and
silver prices is expected to ease in the
coming months since prices are drifting
lower and the rally in precious metals
occurred in the second half of 2025. Given
that the CP1is still below the upper band
and the current spike in mainly caused by
supply side challenges, the RBI can
maintain a status quo in policy rate for now.

A status quo is desirable in view of the

“

PARTHAPRATIM PAL
SURANJAN GUPTA

ariffs,when calibrated
properly, remaina
legitimate policy instrument
for managing international
tradeand fostering domestic
industrialisation. Because the central
goal of mdusmahsauon istomaximize
ani tariff
structureshouldi impose ]ow erdutms on
rawmateri
whilelevying higher dutieson finished
products.
Cheaperinputs reducedomesuc
urers'p costs. Atthe
higher duties on final
shield them from foreign competition.
Together, these mcentwes sencourage
local fu
concentrateon produmngﬁmshed
Whenthistariffstructureis
reversed, withinputs facing higher tariffs
thanfinished products, itiscalled an
inverted dutystructure (IDS). Under
sucharegime, theeffective rate of

Inverted dutysre

DELHI
businessline.
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in aluminium, a concern

LOPSIDED TARIFFS. The FTA-driven inverted duty structure is impacting
downstream MSMEs more than the bigger upstream firms. It should be reviewed

protection for downstream firms can Thailand, the United Arab Emi notably for flatrolled prods d dd

become negative, penalizing those Malaysia,and Korea—are FTA partners aluminiumstructures. andhencedependlesson 1mported

segments engagedin higher value that benefitfromzero-dutyaccess under inputs.

addition. al0 percenlMFN rate. INDUSTRY Asmmmv I-kmmal markm conditions further

India’ currently if] ic, pattern: Thep hi ionreflects p Indian

exhibits aninverted dutystructure ppear d pipes, and can i ketstructure of the lumini b

(IDS), thoughtheinversion does not and drums, where the UAE-CEPA Ind.lan aluminium sector, marked by entrybarriers intwo keydcstinations

originateinthe Most Favoured Nation channel dominates. lmports of primary pronounced upsueamdownsn'eam [he Europcan Uumn s Carbon Border

(MFN) schedule. whlch i if andintermediate g bycontrast, y.India’s upstr dtheUS’

\nuy p riginate p i uumnun»P‘I‘A segmennsafour plavermarket and Section 232 tariffs.

dintermedi racta countries— US,GCC than together account for Giventhatp y

baslccusmmsdu[yoﬁapercent scrap theUAE Russm andseveral EU virtually 100percemofdomcsnc ppre percentof

2.5percent,and F 75-10 | paying full MFN duties. ,,..m.. y Allthese d the

percent. Thish areverticallyinteg; of MFNand FTA ratesat 7.5
Indian downstream manufacturers pay bauxite through aluminatosmelting. per centon; pnmarv inputsresultsin

FTADISTORTION higher pnces fortheir lmported primary Tt pr forexporting

Thedi: i isesi dfromIndia’s nnd inter kedly secondary manufacturers, particularly

preferential tradeagreements. Under the
India-ASEAN FTAand the CEPAswith
Japanand South Korea, duties onmost

d Pt e

tprofile. Beyond the

¥ I er price
closeto! lmportpaﬁty,capmﬁngthe
rentscreated by the tariff wall. While this

majors’integ
downstreamarms, the segment
compnsesthausandsofmtcro small,and

MSMEs.
The policyimplications are clear. The
current tariff configurationis not

o benefitstheup firms, it negativel prises (MSMES) engaged completelyaligned with the stated

lineshave been eliminated, while primary  affectsthemuch i f inext fml conversmn, secondary national objectives of value-added
ini d predominantl d diffe recycling, hedarticles. MSME

fie ppli ide theseag; d i di \gg: d: ream and andreduced import dependence. The
—continuestobear the full 7.5 per cent inputs. d capacity Dep of C 'songoing
duty. The Social Welfare g her distinct 4.2 rmll.mn tonnes, bu[ due to gropolmcal review of India’s FTAs with ASEAN and
leviedat ll)pcuenloflhe competiti P i gt wﬂ,., orearep pportunityto
duty, par.iﬂel CL istheleadi fuel st has fallpn 10 quuu o hei i i
raises the effective dutyon pnmarymeta] nineof the 16 aluminium products (at 40-50percent, di f

t08.25 percent, whereas azero customs
dutyon FTAimportsnullifiesthe
surchargealtogether.

HS4digit level) imported by India. This
happenswith ful MFN duties, in the
absence ofany FTA with India. Chinese

Extruders’ Association, withextrusions
alone running near 50 per cent.
This str

MFN dutieson pnmary and intermediate
goods —would likelyencounter

y 'a

h

Integrated GST, creditableasinput costcompetitiveness evidently cor yin P in | h
tax, isbroadlyneutral, and overcomes the entire MFN barrier. pohncaleconomyouuomes Asmall parity price scheme for MSME
quality-control ppl Thoughind of the FTA-driven number of upstream firms, with d P ar
umfomﬂv'l'hcneteﬂ'ectu i ion, itcomy dsthe effecton concentrated ioi ad 1 g4 niwith
FTA li hp oexist— effective institutional re ion, limited success.
partnersarrivein Indiaat lowerlandcd ‘have proved capable of sustained What remains incontrovertibleis that
coststhan primaryinputsfromnon-FTA  The current tariff i 1 dMSME MSME-driven
suppliers, resultingina case of duty . . inthe ream lack: d dustryis
inversion. configuration is not comparableinstitutional capacity. integral tothe successof India’s broader
ImportdataforFY 2023-24and FY comp]ctc]v aligned with Possibly tryhas rategy,and that
2024-25 corroborate thishypothesis. h d' ional contributed totheinverted duty ccrrectingthe?‘l‘A—dnvenmverﬂonmay
Themostp isinns  the stated nationa structure of the aluminium sector in beanecessarystepinthat direction.

7610 (alummmm muctun:s) where
imports nearlydoubled over the year,
from $234 million to $466 million. Four
of the five largest source countries —

objectives of MSME
development, and reduced
import dependence

India. Itis: nolable that thisduty

truc proportionatelyharms the IMC
MSMES, former i
butntaffeasupstreamﬁrmsless,wluch Council (EEPC), India. Views expressedare personal

Exporters will have to contend with headwinds

Value gains in petro exports, and adverse trends in farm and smartphones shipments may mar the export show this year

—
Dipti Deshpande
Adhish Verma

Second, ph dagricultural
products—the twolarge engines of
India’s exports —have runinto
headwinds.

The former, which helped sustain

I ndia’s merchandise exports have
displaved admirable resili

P

growththrough

iffand litical shocks,

despite the ebband flow of the West

Freshuncertainty surrounding US tariffs
—thetrade deal with Indiahasbeen
pushed back et agai 1d
renewed headwinds for exports. At the
same time, European Commission’s
recent decision toreduce itsannual tariff
freesteelimport quotastoaddressthe
& fect of elobal

Centre’s plans to ramp up spending to deal Asia conflict, prompti justified d fresh ol pplyon EU
with war-related issues. Businesses could optimism. duringthe remaining months of 2026, steel market could also dampen certain
do with some relief in borrowing costs. However, beneadx theheadline The share of smartphonesi ln total steel exports from Indiato the region.
et » ) numbers lie four hat could reent However, itis notall doomand gloom.
":l[ on_etal\’r]'y auzhdortmzs, hovse,\ etr, willhaveto make this fiscal year a difficult one for last fiscal fromvmually nilin ﬁscal 2022. Recentand upcoming free Lrade
caimbleancaata:-dependeat. s, However, mostindustryforecasts o (FTAS) provideg
 First, exporl resilience maybe pointtoaslowdownin global EXPORTS. Uncertain times ptimism. Crisil
& thanvolume  smartp d dueto ‘chipflation’, withsixagreements signed overthe past
growth. The on-year growthindollar with: shortages of memorychipspushing  exports have remained resilient, evenin fouryears, Indianowhas FTAs with
POCKET RAVIKANTH valueof ‘exports hasbeen heavily updevice costs. Moreover, these the face of elevated US tariffs, several ‘more than half of the world’s largest
dby prices. Fori thel6  shortag the majoragnmlmral export categoriesare importers. That shareis settorise to
per centgrowth inexportsin the first producti g growing nearlytwcrthlrdq oncethetermsofthe
[ A‘I Av PRg Gl A“' \ DN v AQ = 2 0 26] quarter of this fiscal was driven bya goods, which mcount torabout 11per Given that agricul del d US FTAare finalised.
nearly 35 per centrise in the value of centof total merchandise exports. toge!her contnbute overone-fifthof " Thatsaid, it mayzakeume forthese
India’s oil exports. Thisincrease India’ their
stemmed fromhighercrudc oil prices, FARM WORRIES performance will plavacmcml rolein gains.
racted. Agri ingfor10 determi; xport 7 ggeststhat p
Therisein core exportscanalsobe percentof: merchandxse exports mayalso Third, global d far  willneed guid: dsupport tofully
partlyattributed tothe price effect, as beenteringadifficult phase, driven from encouraging. The supply-chain leverage the opportunities created by
dinthe largely by domestic factors. dxsrupuons stemming fmm the Wes! these deals. Moreover, FTAs merely
wake of’ (heWes(AsiaconﬁicL Yeti incloselytied to thavels provideafootinthe door. Toderive
With crude oil prices now down from weather-related shocksand g ingrowth ingful b these
itspeaks, the dollar value of India’s export curbsaimed at meeting d calendar year 2026. agreements, India must further
petroleum exports could decline. priorities. Global GDPgr itsexport competitivenes:
Petroleum productsaccount for roughly Thisfiscal,a weak monsoonand the slowto3.1 percem in2026 fmm 3. 4 per
12 per cent of India’s merchandise onset of El Nifio conditions could hurt centin2025.
exports. agricultural output. While marine Fourth, trade policy concerns persist. Economist, CrisilLtd. Views expressedare personal
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Curbing cyber fraud
This refers to the article ‘Perils of
unchecked cyber crime’ (July 16). At

atime when digitalisation s VSK Pillai core agenda of helping member
advancing rapidly acrossall walks o Changanacherry (Keraia) countries in their economic and
life, it is imperative to strengthen financial crisis. IMF must stick to its
preventive measures. Itis essentialito  IMF agenda core competencies and let

make financial institutions’ systems

authorities must be intensively
trained and skilled to nab the culprits
and recover the lost money.

Apropos IMF must stick toits core

climate c:

gender and

other non-core areas not only risk its

lending, but al

specialised bodies handle issue like

its 16). The g

agricultural self-reliance.

policy toboost urea
fertilizer production by 10mt’ (July
nment’s decisionisa
timely and strategic step toward

Itaims to reduce costly imports, save
foreign exchange, and ensure steady
supply for farmers, Yet, the initiative

Environmental concernsalso loom
large, as increased production could
raise carbon emissions unless
cleaner feedstockand
energy-efficient processes are
adopted. Land acquisition delays and
bureaucratic hurdles may slow
implementation.

- |

and procedures safe from competencles’ (July 16), the IMF climate change. faces several challenges. Newplants  To succeed, the policy must balance
vulnerabllities. As the financial and must focus on macroeconomic NR Nagarajan require heavy capital pansion wi fair
y for customers must nce, cri fiscal  Svabasi advanced technology, and reliable pricing,and modernisation of old
also be drastically improved, msmpune of its member countries gassupply. Existingunits operateon  units,
The investigation and fraud when theyare in jeopardy. Urea fertilizer policy thin margins under the subsidy O Prasada Rao
detection teams and law-enforcing But IMF’s growing engagement in Apropos ‘Cabinet approves new regime, limiting profitability. Hyderabad
‘Media Ltd. Plot No.§, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT. LTD. Ch ion of news under the PRP Act). 1SSN 09717528
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Alis no magic wand

It must be backed by organisational competence

—
Munesh Sood
Sunita Sood

rtificial intelligence has
A moved from beinga

technology storytoan
economic one, Global tech
companies are investing
hundreds of billions in Al
infrastructure, while
governments unveil national Al
strategies. The IMF’s World
Economic Outlook 2026 has
identified Alas one of the most
significant forces shaping future
productivity, labour markets and
long-term growth. The

is

BUSINESSES. Must not treat Al
as atechnology project

the information they receive, and
many organisations still struggle
with

Yet, economic history suggests
technological revolutions rarely
translate into immediate
productivity gains.

PRODUCTIVITY GROWTH
Economists have seen this before.
In 1987, Nobel laureate Robert
Solow famously remarked that
computers were visible
everywhere exceptin the
producuvu'v :mns(lcs Dcspm:

inconsistent definitions and
duplicate records. If businesses
keep treating Al as a technology
project rather thanan
organisational transformation,
productivity growth may
disappoint despite record
investment.

The countries that benefit most
from Al may not be those that
build the largest models — they're
more likely 0 bc those that help

rapid ad
productivity growth stayed weak
foryears — a disconnect
economists dubbed the
productivity paradox.

The paradox was eventually
resolved, not because computers
became more powerful, but

d: Ul’u.lll-ﬂ"Y
use Al effectively. India has built
world-class digital public
infrastructure through Aadhaar,
UPIand the Account Aggregator
framework, and the India A
Mission reflects similar ambition
inartificial intelligence.

because businesses changedhow ~ Combined withalarge tech
they worked. They redesigned workforce and a vibrant startup
processes, ised supply , these position India

chains, invested in training and
adopted better management
practices. Technology created the
opportunity; organisations
unlocked its value.

Artificial intelligence is likely to
follow the same path. Today,
organisations have introduced
chatbots, coding assistants and
intelligent search tools, yet
relatively few report meaningful
productivity gains. In many firms,
Alhas simply been bolted onto
existing workflows instead of
promptinga redesign. Employees
still work across disconnected
systems, verify Al outputs
manually, and spend valuable
time hunting for information. The
result is automation without
transformation.

Productivity depends on more
than technology investment — it
also depends on organisational
capital, management quality,
business processes, governance
structures and a firm’s ability to
adapt. Two companies can deploy
the same Al model and get very
different outcomes, hecausu one

wellin the global Al economy.

But India’s greatest
opportunity may not lie in
building the next frontier model.
Itlies in lifting productivity
across manufacturing, logistics,
healthcare, financial services,
agriculture and public
administration. India’s
productivity challenge is less
about access to technology than
about its diffusion across
businesses. While leading
enterprises have embraced digital
transformation, millions of small
and medium enterprises still rely
on manual processes, fragmented
information and limited digital
integration. Since MSMEs
contribute roughly 30 per cent of
India’s GDP and employ over 110
million people, even modest
productivity gains across this
sector could generate economic
value far exceeding that of a
handful of high-profile Al
breakthroughs.

Investment in Al infrastructure
must be matched by investment
in emerprise digitisalion data

has transformed its

managerial capabili

while the other has merelv added
another piece of software.
Data poses another

and workforce skills.

Al systems are only as reliable as

KKR&Co. Views are personal
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IFFCO venture acquires 1,000 acres in Egypt

Indo Egyptian Fertiliser Company Ltd, the joint venture between Indian
Farmers' Fertiliser Co-operative Ltd and the Egyptian state owned El Nasr
Mining Company, has won major concessions for its proposed $325-million
phosphoric acid plant in Egypt with a annual capacity of § lakh tonnes. The
company has already completed acquisition of 1,000 acres of land and has
been granted major duty and tax concessions by the Egyptian Government.

Goldman Sachs picks up 7 pc stake in NCDEX

Investment banking firm Goldman Sachs has acquired seven per cent stake,
divested by ICIC| Bank, in the National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange
Ltd (NCDEX) for around $23.1 million (3106 crore), The valuation of ICICI
Bank’s stake increased almost 50 times in the last couple of years,

‘GANGA NARAYAN RATH
CHIRAYU SHARMA

ome institutions age

gracefully. IDBI didn’t. Built

for one job, forced into

another, it nearly broke doing

itand had to be pulled back by
aninsurer that wasn't even in banking.
Over six decades on, i’s still unclear
who it belongs to — the government,
LIG, or soon, perhaps, a Canadian
investment firm.

IDBIwasn'tborn abank. Parliament
createditonJuly 1,1964,asa
wholly-owned RBI subsidiary, with the
bill passed almost recklessly fast —
introduced and cleared in the Lok Sabha
the same day, through the Rajya Sabha
within a week, and given presidential
assent within amonth. The RBI
Governor called it “the reserve or apex
bank of industry.” Its job: pump
long-term credit into India’s industrial
base.

It quickly became the largest source
of institutional credit for big industrial
projects — fertilizer plants, cement
units, petrochemical complexes —in
short d1e mmmandmg henghls Thls
was
lending, not retail bankmg, and lDBl did
itfor nearly 40 years.

TURNING INTO AN ACTUAL BANK
That model collapsed after 1990s
liberalisation. Development finance
institutions everywhere hit the same
wall — no cheap funds, heavy market
borrowing, rising competition. IDBI's
answer was to become a commercial
bankitself. In 2004, Parliament
corporatised it into IDBI Ltd, folding its
decade-old banking arm back into the
parent.

But nobody fixed the balance sheet to
match. IDBI Bank inherited aloan book
built for industrial financing — chunky,
long-gestation, single-borrower loans —
without the diversified retail deposit
base that normally justifies such risk. It
had a bank’s liabilities and a project
financier’s assets, a mismatch that sat
quietly for years before it blew up.

‘THE LOSSES ARRIVE
Itblew up in the mid-2010s. A
nationwide corporate bad-loan crisis hit
public-sector banks hard, and IDBI Bank
took it worse than almost anyone. By
May 2017, RBI placed it under Prompt
Corrective Action, restricting fresh
lending and expansion. The numbers
were brutal:a netloss of roughly ¥8,238
crore in FY2018, gross NPAs near 28-30
per cent of advances, thin Tier-1 capital,
and three straight years of negative
returns. This was a bank on stretcher.
Before LIC entered, the Centre had
already infused roughly 10,600 crore in
FY 2017-18, on top of about ¥2,200 crore
between FY1S and FY17. It helped, but
losses kept outrunning the infusions —
and continuing to bankroll it clashed
witha government trying to shrink its
commercial footprint, not expand it.

ENTERLIC

The rescue came, oddly, from the Life
Insurance Corporation, which already
held a modest stake. In January 2019,
after IRDAI's approval, LIC acquired a
51 per cent stake, becoming majority
owner. RBI promptly reclassified IDBI
Bank as private-sector —a paradox,

The government wanted
the roughly 366,000 crore
deal done by end-March
2026. It missed that
deadline — bids reportedly
came in below reserve price

think - bl

since its controlling shareholder was a
state-owned insurer.

LIC committed real capital (estimates
range from ¥13,000 crore to over
21,000 crore across phases) and agreed
to eventually cut its holding toaround
15 per cent within five to seven years,
per insurance-sector caps. Its ownership
was always meant as a bridge.

The effect was immediate: capital
adequacy jumped from 8.14 per cent to
11.58 per cent by March 2019. LIC also
gained rights to nominate the Chairman,
MDand CEO, and Deputy MDs — real
influence, even as regulators insisted
this wasn’t a conventional takeover.

There was business logic too: IDBI’s
1,800-plus branches gave LICa
bancassurance channel, while LIC's
agent network and capital gave IDBI
what it lacked. The plan: shift lending
from concentrated corporate exposure
towards retail, MSME and agriculture.

LARGER DISINVESTMENT STORY
Indian disinvestment runs on two tracks
— strategic disinvestment (selling
government stake plus control) and
minority stake sales (IPOs, buybacks, no
control transfer). The 2021 New Public
Sector Enterprise Policy sharpened this:
four strategic sectors, including
financial services, would retain minimal
government presence; everything else
would be privatised, merged, or closed.
By 2022, PSU boards were even
empowered to recommend their own
subsidiaries’ divestment.

IDBI Bank sits squarelyat this
intersection — nominally private,
majority-owned bya public insurer, and
an institution the government has long
wanted to exit.

‘THE SALE THAT WON'T CLOSE
The hunt for a buyer of the roughly
60-61 per cent combined
government-LIC stake began with
2022-23 expressions of interest,
followed by a long search fora “fitand

IDBI Bank’s long,
bumpy road to
privatisation

IN LIMBO. The hunt for a buyer for the combined
government-LIC stake in the bank is still on

REUTERS

proper” promoter. Names in the frame
included Fairfax Financial Holdings,
Emirates NBD, and (reportedly without
a formal bid) Kotak Mahindra Bank.
Formal bids arrived around February
2026, with Fairfaxasapparent
frontrunner.

Tronically, while talks dragged, IDBI
Bank got dramatically healthier. Gross
NPASs fell from near 20 per centin
mid-2022 toaround 2.5-3 per cent by
2025; net NPAs dropped toassliver of a
per cent; capital adequacy topped 25 per
cent; profits kept growing. The bank
became more valuable while the deal
stalled — which only pushed up the
government's price expectations,
making closure harder.

COLD FEET, COLD MARKETS

The government wanted the roughly
66,000 crore deal done by end-March
2026. It missed that deadline — bids
reportedly came in below reserve price,
with weak sentiment and geopolitical
risk cited as reasons to pause. Rumours
of cancellation in mid-March 2026 hit
the stock hard before being denied;
DIPAM confirmed the process
continues. Reports suggest the
government is resetting pricing to
relaunch, with the Finance Minister
reaffirming privatisation remains the
plan. Employee unions continue
pushing back, adding friction.

SO, WHO OWNS IDBI BANK?
Officially: the government and LIC,
roughly as they have since 2019.
Practically: an institution in limbo —
private in classification, public in
instinct — waiting for a buyer willing to
meet a price nobody’s agreed to yet. The
bank itself is no longer the problem; its
books are cleaner than ina decade. What
remains is timing, valuation, and
political will.

Rathis a former central banker, and Sharmais an
independent researcher. Views are personal

Iran’s top negotiator defends US peace talks

Patrick Sykes
Golnar Motevalli

ran’s lead negotiator defended
diplomatic efforts to end the war,

moderates like Ghalibaf and Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi as “traitors™
foragreeing toa ceasefire in June that
they see asa trap designed to buy time
forthe US toresume a war Iran was

.“ \

pushing back against hardliners winning. Ghalibaf didn’t mention
urging him toabandon a tentative anyone by name, citing instead
peace deal and avenge the country’s “questions being asked among the
slain supreme leader. people and various groups,” and urging
Negotiation “is not tan(amonmt o unity among all Iranians.
and ‘military SPEAKER. Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf
sr_reugr.h is "part of the strategy of INCREASING TENSIONS taking a pragmatic approach
resistance and the safeguarding of His address reflects increasing tensions
national interests,” Parliament Speaker  between Iran’s hawksand pragmatists.  the Islamic Republic, saw widespread
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf said i inan ‘Thelatter group want to pnormie mlls for vengeance, including from
interview on state TV late Wed! ic recoveryand p 's sonand Mojtaba
“We must be able to createasynergy  asone of th hieve it, The Kh: i. Heis yet to appear in public
between the military and diplomatic riftintensified amid the funeral for since being appointed.
approaches,” he said, adding that “to former Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali During a speech to mourners,

isolate and select one of these two
methods as the sole solutionis a

Khamenei, which coincided with the
rekindling of attacks between the US
and Iran

hardliner Saeed Jalili urged officials to
prioritise the punishment of

“If you say that we must liberate
Iran’s assets, well the great asset of our
nation was its beloved leadership,” he
said. “Today, this nation has a right to
defend this position and great capital
with revenge. Revenge is the country’s
rightand the duty of those in charge.”

The split also played out on the front
pages of the nation’s newspapers this
week.

On Wednesday, the elected
government’s official newspaper, Iran,
hlghhghted comments by Ali
Khamenei's eldest son Mostafa that
“patience is in noway incompatible
with taking revenge.”

The June ceasefire effectively
collapsed after both sides resumed
attacks, with the US reimposing a
blockade on Iranian ports and Tehran
declaring the Strait of Hormuz shut.

Gabon oil block likely to slip from OVL’s grasp strategicerror.” Khamenei'skillers over talks on Even so, strikes remained far less
ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL) has been left behind in acquiring stake in one of the The comments appeared to address The w:dely attended event, which issues like the unblockingof ~ intense and wids d than during the
three producing blocks in Gabon held by a listed oil firm of Canada. Sources Iranian officials who've framed was shaped asashow of resilience from  Iran’s frozen funds. height of the conflict. moousens
said that OVL's bid was not found good enough to acquire the assets and
indications are that it may finally go to China.
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NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. Disagreement, variance
of facts (11)

7. The way one holds
oneself (7)

9. Amphibian (4)

11.Be dormant (5)

12. Not attending (6)

14, Arising from differing
political ideas (11)

18. Drudges (6)

20. A prize (5)

22, Has a meal (4)

23. Less soiled (7)

24, Defensive metal for
warships, tanks etc (6-5)

2. Asanalternative (7)

3. Large water-jug (4)
4.Bend (5)

5. Involuntary muscular
contraction (5)

6. Banded variegated chalcedony (5)
8. Truth not established (8)
10. Formally renounce
high office (8)

13. Carton (3)

15. In opposition to (7)

16. Michaelmas daisy (5)
17. Embellish (5)

19. Change (5)

21. The maple genus (4)

1. Candy prices differ when there’s a variance of
facts (11)

7. Stare up some change for the carriage (7)

9. Ornamental fastening one may get in the throat (4)
11, Goto it for some time off (5)

12. 50 minded not being there and forgetting
about it (6)

14, One sort of ode, with reason, arising from
different ways of thinking (11)

18. Works hard at what Britons never shall be (6)
20, Prize for a tied result that is returned (5)

22. Food, popularly, one puts away (4)

23. One who washes will make it so (7)

24. For our part, male may need defensive
sheeting (6-5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2694

ACROSS 1. Respect 5. Colts 8. Trojans 9. Naked 10. Implicate 12. See 13. Drops 17. Rug 19. Gladdened 21. Swoon 22. Hapless 24. Scene 25. Sweeten
DOWN 1. Retail 2. Stopped 3. Era 4, Tosca 5. Confessed 6. Likes 7. Sidled 11. Indigence 14. Content 15. Trysts 16. Odds on 18. Grope 20. Aphis 23. Pie

2. Asareplacement it's a den that needs building (7)
3. Large jug that’s fresher without its top (4)

4. Line answering to an equation is not straight (5)

5. Mass quietly moving in a sudden convulsive action (5)
6, An entrance made of stone (5)

8. It’s not been established how it's taken up over the
North repeatedly (8)

10. Sort of bad cat that is surrounded will have to give
up office (8)

13. One may have to fight for seats in the theatre (3)
15. Is opposed to a sating of it (7)

16. Flower held up in secret satisfaction (5)

17. Some fuss the Navy takes to deck it (5)

19. In real terms, it may become different (5)

21. Maple planted out in an acre (4)
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IN THE NEW:

INDIA-EU DEAL
TO BE SIGNED BY
YEAR-END: GOYAL

INDIA
ANDTHE
European
Union (EU)
have agreed
toink the
free trade agreement by
the end of this year,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said
on Thursday.Addressing
the India-Finland Business
Round Table in Helsinki,
he said the pact will
come into force in the
first quarter of 2027.

ITI BAGS ¥856 CR
4G GEARS ORDER
FROM BSNL
STATE-RUN
TELECOM
gear maker
ITlon
Thursday
said it has
bagged an order worth
2856.39 crore to deploy
4G mobile network for
BSNL in the West Zone.
ITl Limited has already
executed a 4G telecom
gear order worth 22,640
crore withTCSasa
consortium partner for
BSNL West Zone.

V.
BSNL
foncadteg

CBDT raises FY27
index for LTCG

THE CENTRAL
ﬁ‘? Taxes (CBDT) has

notified the Cost
27 (April-March) at 384, up
from 376 for FY26. The Cllis
adjusted long-term gains
from the sale of capital assets
Cliwill apply from April 1,
2026, and taxpayers will
time of filing income tax
returns in the assessment
Govt likely to bring
bill for MSMEs'
THE GOVERNMENT PLANS to
introduce a bill to enhance
for micro, small and medium
enterprises and strengthen
addressing delayed
payments in the upcoming
Parliament. The Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
Bill, 2026, is likely to be taken
up for consideration in the

cost inflation
BOARD of Direct
Inflation Index (ClI) for 2026~
used to calculate inflation-
suchas land and houses. The
require the number at the
year 2027-28.
ease of doing biz
the ease of doing business
the mechanism for
Monsoon Session of
Development (Amendment)
session beginning next week.

GAIL reinforces
commitment to

cleanliness

AS PART OF the nationwide
observance of Swachhata
Pakhwada 2026, GAIL (India)
has undertaken a series of
cleanliness, hygiene and
community engagement
initiatives across its offices,
plants, project sites and
operational locations
throughout the country.
—FE BUREAU & AGENCIES

FCONO
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TALKS ONWITH DATAC.ENT:{EDEVELOPERS,DISCOMS UPI abOVe %Z,OOO may attract
Power ministry draws 4

Al-era grid road map

PREPARING BLUEPRINT

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, July 16

THE POWER MINISTRY is
planning to lay a roadmap to
ensureenergysecurity fordata
centre developers, given the
huge demand for electricity
from this emerging sector.
Ithasstartedadialoguewith
data centre units, state trans-
mission utilities and distribu-
tioncompaniesin this regard.
Th ionscoverreli-

uThe di: aim to assess

able supply, dual-grid connec-
tivity, green power, transmis-
sion capacity and grid stability,
aseniorministryofficial told FE.

The emerging roadmap is
likely to focus onaligning data
centreinvestmentswith trans-
mission expansion, discom

the electricity infrastructure
required to support the sharp
capacity addition

mThe road map is likely to
focus on aligning data centre
investments with transmission
ion, discom

green-p

availability and storage
deployment. With capacity
expected torise more than six-
teenfold by 2031-32, the min-
istry is seeking to prepare the
power system before Al-led
investments translate into
large electricity loads.

India’s data centre capacity
is projected to surge from
around 1.6 GW currentlyto 26
GWby2031-32and 37 GWby
2040, as the rapid growth of
artificial intelligence, cloud
computingand digital services
drives demand for energy-
intensive computing infra-
structure.

The discussionsinvolve the
Ministry of Power, the Central
Electricity Authority, state
transmission utilities,discoms
and developers, and aim to
assess the electricity infra-
structure required to support
the sharp capacityaddition.

“The ministry is discussing
the plan with different stake-
holders in the data centre sec-
tor,” the official said. "Re].lable
power, dual-grid

preparedness, transmission
capacity and grid stability

® Data centres
require

0.5% MDR for large traders

® No levy for biz
with turnover of
up to 1.5 crore

PRASANTA SAHU
New Delhi, July 16

THE CENTRE MAY reintroduce
amerchantdiscount rate(MDR)
on UPI transactions of ¥2,000
and above for large merchants
to compensate banks and pay-
mentservice providersforrising
operanonal costs and technol-
ources said.

high-quality
electricity and can
add large loads at.
individual locations

m India's data centre
capacity is projected to
surge from around

1.6 GW currently to
26 GW by 203132

grid reliability are among the
majorissues underdiscussion.”
Th il

Transmission congestion is
also under review, particularly

in Itipledata

examine how generation
resources, transmission net-
works and local distribution
infrastructure can be devel-
oped in line with data centre
capacity expansion.

Data centres require con-
tinuous, high-quality electric-
ityand can add large loads at
individual locations. The rise of
Al is expected to intensify
these increas-

centre projects are expected to
be concentrated. The ministry
is assessing whether existing
networks can absorb the pro-
posed loads and where addi-
tional lines, substations and
connectivity may be required.
Southern states and the west-
ernregionareamong theareas
being examined because of
their emerging data centre

ingly powerful mmputmg sys-

clusters,
pctenualand growmgelectnc-

temsc tricit
and require uninterrupted
operations.

Dual-grid availability is a
key issue being discussed with
developers. Access to separate
grid connections can provide
supply redundancy and allow
facilities to remain operational
when onelinkisaffected byan

ityreq

og)

The proposed MDR on UPI
payments accepted by large
merchants won’t exceed 0.5%
of the monetary value, a source
said. MDR is a fee paid by busi-
nesses to payment processors
foraccepting digital payments.

However, merchants and

KEY METRICS

UPI transaction by ticket size
(person to merchant)

¥0-500

m 501-2,000

Over ¥,2000

UPI annual transaction
(Value in ¥ lakh crore)

Fr2o 21

FY21 |l 41

Fy22 |l 84

Fy23 |- 139

Fy24 [ 200
Fy25 | 261
Fy26 I

businesses with an annual
turnover of up to ¥1.5 crore are
likely to be exempt from the
levy, irrespective of the transac-
tion amount. A decision on the
proposal is expected within a
month, the sources added.
Larger merchants are better
placed to absorb the MDR or
pass on the cost to customers,

whereas small businesses have
limited ability to doso, the gov-
ernment reckons.

Imposing MDR only on
higher-value transactions by
larger merchants would not
hurt, as transactions of ¥ 2,000
andaboveaccount forjust 4% of
person-to-merchant (P2M) UPT
transactions. In comparison,

869 of P2M transactions are
below 500, while 10% fall in
the ¥501-2,000 range, accord-
ingtoFY26data.

The government scrapped
MDR on UPI and RuPay debit
card transactions from January
2020 to encourage digital pay-
ments and expand merchant
acceptance.

Centre raises diesel, ATF export levies
by X7 per litre; cuts duty on petrol

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, July 16

THE CENTRE HAS raised
export taxes on dieseland avia-
tion turbine fuel (ATF) by X7 per
litre each from July 16, tighten-
ing curbs on overseas sales as
escalating US-Iran tensions
anddisruption risksaround the
Strait of Hormuz push global
energy prices higher,

The Special Additional
Excise Duty on diesel exports

The pr d of dis-
coms will be critical because
local distribution networks
must provide the final connec-
tion to large facilities. Inade-
quate substations or distribu-
tion capacity could affect
project timelines even where
adequate generation and
ion infrastructure

transmission congestion and

outage, ornet-
work disruption.

areavailable.

hasbeeni by 82% to
¥15.50 a litre from ¥8.50,
while the levy on ATF has
jumped 93% to ¥14.50 from
%7.50,according to a finance
ministry notification. Petrol
exportersreceived reliefwitha
duty cut of 37.5%to ¥2.50a
litre from 4.

The revised rates, effective
forthe fortnight beginning July

RESERVOIR LEVELS IMPROVE FOR 2ND
WEEK, STILL BELOW 2025 LEVEL

RESERVOIR STORAGE ACROSS the country

improved marginally for the second time
this season to 34.46% of the capacity on

20

Thursday, from 32.38% reported a week
ago, after a revival in monsoon this month.
However, overall water storage positions
across all the 166 major reservoirs were
over 39% below the level prevailing a year
ago and close to 2% below than normal ora
10-year average level, reports Sandip Das.
As per the Central Water Commission, in
southern India, 47 major dams are currently
at just 28.37%, marginally improving
from 24,62% last week, of their
combined capacity.

Current water level in reservoir, change (%)

=
"]
w

Central

™ From last year
™ From 10 year
average

South AllIndia
47 166

Source: CWC, as on July 16, 2026

Tighter car fuel- -economy norms s from FY28

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, July 16

THE MINISTRY OF Power has
proposed a tougher five-year
fuel-economy regime for pas-
senger vehicles from April 1,
2027, tightening fleet-average
consumption targets while
allowing carmakers to use car-
bon-neutrality benefits, super
creditsand acompliance-credit
mechanism to meet the new
standards.

The draft Corporate Average
Fuel Economy-IIT norms, circu-
lated for stakeholder consulta-
tion, will cover M1-category
passenger vehicles manufac-
tured or imported for sale in
India between 2027-28 and
2031-32.The existing CAFE-II

STRICTTARGETS

® The draft CAFE-IIl norms will
cover M1-category passenger
vehicles manufactured or
imported between 2027-28
and 2031-32

® Under the framework, the
fuel-consumption target
will decline to 3.3273 litres
per 100 km by 2031-32

e
5 ik

‘ )

mThe move is intended to

manufacturers a predictable

benefits cfup 109 gCO2 perkm
o

path for
and deploying more fuel- effi.
cient models.

‘The ministry has proposed
Carbon Neutrality Factors for
ethanol, biofuel and com-
pressedbiogas forthe firsttime,
The mec.hamsm will pem.ut

forapp tech-
nologies, wn.h the benefit
capped at 1 gCO2 per km for
cach technology.

The draft provides super
credits while calculating fleet-
average fuel consumption for
batt\zry elecmc vel:udes range-

Jes,plug-

provide bile makers
aregulatory path to make
more fuel-efficient models

specified

tailpipe carbon dioxide emis-
sions beforea manufacturer s

in hybrids, strong hybrids and
flex-fuel vehicles,giving manu-

norms are likely to expire on
March 31,2027.

Under the proposed frame-
work,thefuel-consumption tar-
get will progressively decline
from 3.996 litres per 100 km,
equivalent to 94.76 gCO2 per
km,in 2027-28t03.3273 litres

per 100 km, or 78.90 gCO2 per
km,by2031-32.

Compliance will be assessed
across two blocks, comprising
an initial three-year period fol-
lowed bya second block of two

compliance:
At the current ethanol-

to
expand cleanervehicle portfo-

TIGHTENED CURBS

® The Special Additional
Excise Duty on diesel exports
has been increased by

8 2% to%15.50a

litre from 28.50

mThe levy on L LHEEERIEE  m The revised
ATF has received reliefwith MRV
jumped 93% EEIEENE effective for
to?14.50 from  BLy AL ATEVEAMN the fortnight
%7.50 a litre from 34 beginning July 16

16, markthe government'slat-
est attempt to retain more
transport and aviation fuels in
the domestic market while
international prices and refin-
ing margins remain elevated.
The Centre first imposed
export duties ondieseland ATF

on March 27 after the West
Asia conflictescalated and has
reviewed the levies every fort-
night. Petrol exports were
brought under the windfall-
tax framework from May 16.
The government clarified
thatduties on petroland diesel

cleared for domestic consump-
tion remain unchanged,
ensuring that the latest revi-
sionappliesonly toexport con-
signments.

The sharp increase makes
diesel and ATF exports substan-
tiallylessattractive forrefiners,
strengthening the incentive to
supply the domestic market.
The move is intended to pre-
vent exporters from benefiting
disproportionately from the
gap between domestic and
international prices after the
surge in global crude and
product rates.

The contrasting reduction
in the petrol levy reflects a
product-specific  approach
rather than a uniform restric-
tion on fuel exports. While
diesel and ATF facea ¥7-a-litre
increase, the petrol duty has
been lowered by ¥1.50.

Kharif sowing down 16%
as monsoon stays patchy

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, July 16

SOWING OF KHARIF crops,
including rice, pulses, oilseeds
andcotton,wasdown 16%year-
on-yearat 53.1 million hectares
(mha) as of July 10, agriculture
ministry datashowed on Thurs-
day, reflecting the impact of a
delayed and uneven monsoon.
The sown areawasnearly 10
mha lower than a year ago,
accounting for just 48% of the
normal kharif acreage of 110
mhaduring the period.
Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said contin-
gency plans havebeen prepared
forall rainfall-deficient districts.
Cumulative rainfall during
June 1-July 16 stood at 231.3
mm, 23.9% below the long-
period average (LPA),according
to the India Meteorological
Department. While the mon-

SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN,
AGRICULTURE MINISTER

Contingency plans
have been

)
all rainfall- 4
deficient
districts

soon deficit in June was as high
as40%,rainfallinJulysofarhas
been 4% above thebenchmark.

Region-wise, northwest
India(-22%),east and northeast
(-369%), central lndla (-14%)

Chouhanalsosaid thereisan
urgentneed toboost productiv-
ityin pulses and oilseeds, as the
country relies heavily on
imports to meet domestic
demand. “If countries without
access to genetically modified
seeds can get better yields in
pulses,why can’t India?”he said
at the 98th ICAR Foundation
Day. Highlighting the wide pro-
ductivity gap across crops,
Chouhan said, “An acre under
maize can produce over 100
quintals,against roughly 30-35
quintals for rice and just about
five quintals for pulses such as
gramormoong.”

He said farmers with access
toirrigationin Madhya Pradesh,
Bihar,Odishaand other eastern
states tend to shift towards rice
and wheat, while the country

andth (-27%) t
have received deficient rainfall ~ quantities of pulses and edible
so farthis monsoon season. oils to meet domesticdemand.

$300-bn patent expiries chance
for India beyond generics: Niti

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, July 16

NEARLY $300 BILLION worthof
blockbuster biologic drugs are
set to lose patent protection by
2030, presenting India witha
rare opportunity to climb the
global pharmaceutical value
chain, according to a Niti Aayog
report that calls for a strategic
shift from conventional gener-
ics to biologics, biosimilars and
Al-drivendrug discovery.

The report projects the
global biosimilars market to
grow at a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 17%, far
outpacing the 2% growth

blending level,an 8% Carbon  lios. It also proposes a credit- | expectedin traditional generics,

Neutrality Factor has been pro-  and-debit system similartothe | while noting that biologics will

posed. For compressed biogas mec.hamsm in the recently cir- account for 40% of medicines
bi hereductionwillbe tothe 2035 Italsoesti-

linked to the prevailing actual
blending level.

CAFE-II norms. Carmakers per-
forming better than their pre-

years.The phased tig]
intendedto pwvxdeautomoblle

will also be
eligible to claim compliance

epapenﬁnancialexpress:oon.’ ‘

scribed ompli-

ancecredits.

mates that capturing even 1%
oftheglobal biosimilarsmarket
— currentlyvalued at§73-76
billion—

revenues of around 36,400
crore for India by 2030.

To capitalise on this oppor-
tunity, NitiAayog has proposeda
dedicated BioPharmaNext mis-
sion to position Indiaasaglobal
hub for affordable biologics,
biosimilars, monoclonal anti-
bodies, vaccines, and cell and
gene therapies by 2035. It
argued that India’s pharmaceu-
tical industry must evolve
beyond its long-standing
e on generic medi-

CHENNAI/KOCHI

cines and transition towards
innovation-led biopharmaceu-
tical manufacturing.

“BioPharmaNext should
build on the ¥10,000 crore Bio-
pharma SHAKTI outlay and the
networkof 3 new National Insti-
tutes of Pharmaceutical Educa-
tion and Research (NIPER) to
drivethiscommercialambition
with institutional depth,” the
report stated.

It also recommended
deploying Al across the phar-
maceutical value chainand cre-
ating an exclusive regulatory
sandbox forbiologics,genether-
apiesand Al-designed drugs. By
leveraging Al-driven drug dis-
covery, large-scale genomics,
BioDigital Twins and auto-
mated Design-Build-Test-Learn
(DBTL) engines, the report esti-
mated that drug development
time could be cut by 60-80%,
while research costs could
declineby 20-30%.
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Made in India aircraft

The country is making encouraging progress
on smaller, regional aircraft projects

HE POSSIBILITIES OF assembling a civilian passenger aircraft in

thecountryarea policy priority of the National DemocraticAlliance

regime. Last month, the first Made in India Airbus C295 military

transportaircrafthad asuccessful maiden test flight fromthe final
assemblylinein Vadodara, Gujarat.In end-October 2022, at the foundation
ceremony of this manufacturing facility, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
stated that India would soon be manufacturing big passenger aircraft
proudlybearing thewords“Madein India”.On the civilianaviation front, this
ambition remainsaspirational. However,discernible progress on helicopters
and smaller passengeraircraft projects can boost prospects of the Ude Desh
ka Aam Nagrik (Udan) scheme that provides connectivity to smaller cities.
Besides the C295, Airbus and the Tata Group have inaugurated the final
assembly line for H125 helicopters that can bridge the last mile forregional
connectivity.

Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu indicated “encour-
aging progress”in smaller aircraft projects in a media interview. Brazilian
aerospace major Embraer and Adani Defence & Aerospace have exchanged
anenhanced dumof U blisha final L
line for the E175 regional jet witha target to roll outthe first planeby2028.
Indiaisexpected torequireatleast 500aircraftin the 80- 146 seat segments
over the next 20 years. Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) has partnerships,
including collaborating with the Russian company, United Aircraft Corpo-
ration, to manufacture the 87-108 seat regional jet, S]-100. HAL has also
conducted thetest flight of the civilian helicopter, DhruvNG.The Council of
Scientificand Industrial Research-National Aerospace Laboratories has com-
pleted the design of the 19-seater Saras MK I — the test flight of which is
scheduled for the last quarter of FY28.

These regional aircraft projects are bound to strengthen Udan if there is
abetteralignment between the economics of the aviation business and the
imperativesof regional connectivity. Unfortunately, thereare serious struc-
tural issues as only 7-10% of the Udan routes remain viable once viability
gap funding is ended. This funding incentivises private airlines to provide
affordable air travel to hitherto unconnected airports in smaller cities. To
make it work better, the government enhanced outlays and shifted toa
broaderaviationinfrastructure programme of airport development, opera-
tions,and maintenance, including indigenous aircraft acquisition. But the
modified Udan still does not resolve demand-side and cost challenges.
Smalleraircraft typically have higher per-seat costsand limited tolerance for
low load factors. Resolving the economics of this issue is essential for the
induction of smaller regional aircraft.

But the higherlevel of policy ambition on bigger passenger aircraft will
take more time to bear fruit. Despite record orders for passenger aircraft
from domesticairlines,Airbus and Boeing have resisted policy pressures for
final assembly lines citing the critical mass of theirinvestments in engine-
ering,supply chain,and maintenance in the country. Persuading themtoset
upshopinIndianeeds muchgreaterstrategicintent.Ifthe C295and H125
helicopter deals are taken as exemplars, there is a warrant to similarly
reconfigure the historic fleet orders by domestic airlines to ensure that a
certain proportion are finally assembled here. Otherwise, there is no deal.
Butifwe have todoitindigenously, makingabig passengeraircraft will take
more than a decade and substantial resources as China incurred with the
single-aisle C919.

HE SUPREME COURT'S
recentdecisioninthe Kotak
mutual fund case has
caused unease among not
onlythemutual fundindus-
try, but also among all fund managers,
and those who owe a fiduciary duty
towardstheirclients. The term“fiduciary
duty” can be vague, and varies with the
relationship between the person who
owes the dutyand the person towhom it
is owed, but it invariably involves a duty
of good faith, trust, and honesty. In the

@ DELIMITATION STAND-OFF

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh

The Congress party's stand has always been clear:
we will strongly oppose the Delimitation Bill and
continue to do so. We will make every effort to
maintain unity among all opposition parties

©® COST OF COMPLIANCE
SUPREME COURT'S KOTAK RULING ELEVATES ATIMING RULE OVER THE VERY DUTY IT WAS MEANT TO SERVE

Don’t override investor interests

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing Partner, Finsec Law Advisors

five months after the schemes should
have been wound up. After ¢

and from greed to systemnc failure. But
-onduct back ds,fromresult

thi f o di
even where compliance would hurt the
investor, A regulatory philosophy that
says outcomes are immaterial cannot
govern actors whose defining legal duty
istoproduce good outcomes.

The mutual fund regulations do not
contemplate a situation where a pro-
moter-pledgestructure collapses 90 days

ions can-
not contemplate everything. When the
happens, we rely on fiducia-

its inquiries, the Secuntles and

specific context of fund it

requires them to act in the best interest,

and for the benefit of the investors.
Kotak MF hed six cl d

Board of India p
Kotak MF, its senior management, as
well as the trustees. The Securities

schemes, which were to mature during
ApriltoMay2019.0utof the31,625 crore

llate Tribunal,while removing cer-
tain directions, largely upheld Sebi’s
action, which was then affirmed by the

collected by the scheme:

3266 crorewas invested in debentures of

two Essel Group companies, This was
fZee Limited

to motive. In early 2019 no one knew
whether the standstill would hold or col-
lapse. The decision had to be taken under
uncertainty, on the information then
available,as every investment decision is.
A fiduciary who picks the course that
appears least harmful to investors,and is

to the tune of 1.5 times the schemes’

exposure. When Zee's price collapsed in
early 2019 and lenders across the market
began invoking theirpledges, the coverfell
below the agreed level.

At that point, Kotak MF could either
enforce its pledge at once, selling a large
block of Zee into a falling market and
crystallisingaloss ofapproximately 3376
crore forits unitholders, or extend the

1y recov-
ery.The formeroptionwould have further
lowered Zee’s shares, as well as harmed
the other lenders, and the latter option,
which Kotak MF chose, resulted in prof-
its to the unitholders.

By extending the debentures, the
schemes were not wound up on their
maturity dates in April to May 2019,
resulting inabreach of the Mutual Fund
Regulations. Instead, the unitholders
were paid in part,and the balance was
paid out by September 2019,about four-

up! ‘ourt (SC) aswell. later proved right, has not
The ultimate decision —————  acted out of greed. Pru-
taken by Kotak MF and its dence is measured before
officersisaligned with their A regulatory the event, not after it. A
fiduciary duties. philosophy that 041t cannot call the out-
The SC relies on saysoutcomesare come immaterial and, in
investors’awareness of risk  jmmaterial cannot  thesame breath, read cul-
in investing in securities pabilityoutofit.
while arrivigg atits conclu- govern ""*‘f"s Thtgdeeper flaw is the
sions,and theobligationson whose defining assumption that compli-
Kotak MF under the regula- legal duty is to ance and investor protec-
tory framework. Surpris- produce good tion always run together.
ingly, the apex court has oitcomas Thewinding-upruleexists

missed the central point
that Kotak MFwas required

riestoexercisejudgement. Instead, the SC
arulounced thatit could not examine the
of thedecision,and
then penalised the decision anyway. It
refused to weigh the economics while
punishingan economic choice.

Kotak MF used neither,and provided
Sebi with limited information until it
was asked, days after the first schemes
had matured. That may not be ideal, but
intheabsence ofababysitterrule,is not
alegal breach.A pathway similar towhat
was implemented by Kotak, which Sebi
introduced in 2018, called side-pocket-
ing, was not available to Kotak as it was
prospective. In economic terms, what
Kotak did was nearly the same. What
Kotak did was act in a regulatory vac-
uum, implementing a solution the reg-
ulator itself recognised in 2018. Given

toreturn their
money on the promised

to act in the best interest,
and for the benefit of its unitholders. In
fact, the mutual fund regulations man-
date that investments are to be taken in
the interest of unitholders. Any fiduciary
asked to choose between those outcomes
on behalf of the people whose money it
manages would choose what Kotak MF
chose.That is theirjob.

According to the SC, excusing a prof-
itable breach would incentivise the next
one, ina progression from profit to greed

date and to stop a closed
scheme carrying open-ended risk. If
applied to theletter, Kotak MFwould have
had to sell Zee's shares in a collapsing
market, resulting in the very harm the
framework is intended to avoid. The
fund’s fiduciary duty pulled the other
way. When a timing rule and the duty it
serves point in opposite directions, the
investor protection. argumeut isfarfrom
puerile. The of the

theabove, hing personal responsi-
bility tosenior functionaries of the man-
agerand the trustee is also over-the-top
regulation. Outcomes cannot be imma-
terial when they would exonerate and
decisive when they condemn. The rules
exist to protect the investor, not the
otherway round.

Views are personal

Co-authored with Parker Karia and
il Moorthi, Senior Associate

sends a message: it te[]s afiduciary that

and Associate at Finsec Law Advisors

Dry monsoon may not spike food inflation

DIPTI DESHPANDE
BHAVI SHAH

Respectively Principal Economist and
Junior Economist, Crisil

While the monsoon remains a critical determinant of
agricultural output, its influence over retail food prices
appears increasingly tempered by policy interventions

The ghosts of the past
have changed

TEXTBOOKS, FOR A student, ultimate —abook that thcy
spend mhgxously annotating and poring overis, in many cases, no less than scrip-
ture.And a majority of Indi generations’ ufficienth
haunted by the omniscient National Council of Educational Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) logo prominently featured on almost all books till class 10.So, it was
witl vindication from my 1f) that Isaw NCERTin
the news, earning ire overits social science textbooks from a variety of sources,

The most recent skirmish was with the nation’s apex court itself, as a now-pre-
vious version of the textbook for class 8 —which explored challenges faced by the
Indian judiciary, especially its slgmﬁcant backlog of 56 million cases. Followinga
swiftrapon s theof dand replaced
withasuitable edition that removed the“reckless”sections aswell as reworded the
section on critical thinking — it nowasks why justice is important in a fair society
rather than whyan independent judiciary is necessary.

The change has been debated sufficiently. However, the idea that a scripture
could be edited is far more fascinating, as are its effects. With one reprimand, the
publicinterest litigation is nowworth 3 marks instead of the fnctors contributing
to judicial backlog — the shortage of judges, ¢ and weak
infrastructure (2.5 if your answer has spelling errors).

This is not limited to apex court interventions, surely. “Rationalisation” has
beenafavoured tool foreducation boards,and the New Education Policy makes it
oneofits salient features.A“need-based exercise” undertaken to“reduce cognitive
load”, however, has made the Mughals disappear,
minimised the 2002 Gujarat riots, and reminded
education boards of the Emergencyafter 21 years.

Compared to the students that were processed by
theschooling system before 2026 (the Central Board
of Secondary Education curriculum), the current lot
has to deal with a vastly different past. Until 2025,
14-year-olds were required to understand that
developments in the West influenced the trajectory
of the modern world — the French and Russian rev-
olutions, along with the rise of Nazism, connected
the themes of revolution, politics, everyday life,and
the global echoes of these events. However, for this
year’s batch, the past entails the genesis of civilisation in its various cradles and
thestructure of society that emerged from them;and how Indian knowledge tra-
ditions, art, and trade came to be.

Going over this Ief.rame Lalso wonder how the events unfolding today will be

ANVITII RAI

anvitirai@expressindia.com

cherry-picked by lyas 2. now.Will the Covid-
19 pandemicwarrant a separate chapteIVW’u] the B]ad\ Lives Matter movement be
aboxonapage that teachers d?Will cautionary

tale,complete with frve factm's thatwarranted Anthroplc towarn theworld; and will

DonaldT:

slighted by the Nobel C

tariff

sectioni 1 the sh]ftmgbalance of glohal trade?
KananGill,inh ial ), Kanan Gill", out]med

the premlse that the erstwhile education system’s focus on Iearnmg by heart”we

not misplaced.“Because the ultimate goal of the education system is to replace your

heart with a textbook,” he says, positing that if this occurs, you can never die, as “you

have never lived."The present system tweaks this, of course. The textbook heart

remams still beatmg to the rhythm of the pen-and-paper test. However, it has bee_n

newcohort oflearners.Iti

ilityofa14 -

'Moreover,will future
icvi anothe!

foranenti
andlessheavy.Andyet, it doesn’tchang
bytheirhistory textbook 10years hence — it onlyrearranges the reasons forit.

FORECASTS OF BELOW-NORMAL rain-
fall have cast a shadow over India’s agri-
cultural growth and rekindled fears of
food inflation. While rains in July have
somewhat made up fora parched June,
anxieties abound.

The emergence of El Nifio conditions
raises the spectre of an erratic monsoon,

ent picture. Rainfall deficiencies of 12-
14% for two consecutive yearsonceagain
dragged crop GVAinto contraction. Yet,
unlikein fiscal 2010, food inflation eased
ratherthanaccelerated.

A similar pattern emerged in fiscal
2019. Despite seasonal rainfall ending
about 9% below normal and monsoon

bringingnotonly itsbutalso
bouts of excessive pretlpltatlon that can

iculturalactiv-
ity. Yet h:story sugges(s aweak monsoon
is not an infallible harbinger of surging
food prices.

Areview of three notable weak-mon-
soon episodes over the past 25 years
reveals a more nuanced reality. In years
marked by deficient rainfall,agricultural
output has typically suffered, but food
inflation has not always followed suit.

The contrasting experiences of fiscal
2010,2016,and 2019 illustrate thisdive-
xgencethdly Each period was character-

ontraction

in crop gross value added (GVA) — which
accounts forroughly 62% of agriculture-
sector GVA. Yet the inflation outcomes
could scarcely have been more different.

Fiscal 2010 stands out asa textbook
case of monsoon-induced inflationary
stress. Seasonal rainfall finished a stag-
gering 23% below the long-period aver-
age, making it one of the most severe
monsoon failures in recent memory.
Compounding the damage, the weak
monsoon followed another difficult year
foragriculture, deepenmg the strain on
farmoutput.Ca ctionsin
crop GVAculminated in double-digit food
and headline inflation.

Ni

months recording d deficien-
cies, food inflation remained remarkably
subdued even as crop GVA contracted.

These episodes hint at a weakening
linkbetween rainfall and food inflation.
Whilethe monsoonrema-

crops provide incremental support. More
durable measures to expand irrigation
cover, enhanced procurement frame-
work, I-linked incentives have

that could finish ~10% below normal.
Rainfallin Junewas~40%deficient — the
weakeststartsmoe 2014 andsowingat

alsobeen mstmmenmlmmxsmgpmduc
i ed

yearlevels, par-
ticularly foroilseeds, pu]ses,:mdcereals
seasonal rainfall may bea

tion and
inflation volatility.

Pulses, once characterised by extreme
productionand price cycles, illustrate this
shift. While production and price cycles
are driven by the cobweb phenomenon,
volatility has been minimised by higher
domestic production levels, increasing

trade, better price stabilisa-

less reliable predictor of inflation today
but the timing of rainfall could still mat-
ter. Since 2012, food inflation has
remained above trend in five of the eight
years amid deficient june rainfall. Early-
season rainfall shortfalls can affect sow-
ing decisions, acreage, crop expectations,
and even policy responses, with implica-

insacritical determinant eeG—SS————==—=={ion efforts,and improved tions that persist even when monsoon
of agricultural output, its Horticulture and procurement. perfor improveslaterin
influence over retail food Crops such as rice and ‘This suggests that monitoring intra-
prices appears increas- pouttry p!’oducts sugarcane are insulated by seasonal rainfall maybejustasimportant
ingly tempered by policy . co‘{ld still face high levels of irrigation, as tracking cumulative rainfall. At the
interventions. inflationary press-  whilethere hasalsobeena  same time, policy buffers remain strong.
Akey factorbehind this  yres if above-normal  broad-basedincreaseinirri- As of May-end, rice and wheat stocks in
changing dynamic has gation coverforothercrops.  the central pool remained far above the
been the growing willing- temperatures and Pulses, bajra, maize, and prescribed buffernorms,while measures
ness—andability— of pol- h?a.twave groundnut have seena 5-  suchas extending duty-free imports of
reneswi- di affect 7% increase in coverage  turuntil March 2027 should help ease
ftly when weather shocks yields and between 2013-14 and supply pressures.
threaten food supplies. : 2023-24, whe.reas soya However, not all food categories are
Over the past decade, a production costs bean coverage equally Horti poul-
broad arsenal of measures e over37% from lowlevels. try products could still face inflationary
d i Thi i d: ifabove-normal

P p

Fiscal 2016 offersa particularly inst-
ructive example, the government stren-
gthened bufferstock of pulse:

t
inempirical research.A2023 RBI Bulletin
study rcportcd anon-linear relationship

monsoc

action against hoa:dmg, enabled
imports through the Price Stabilisation
Fund,and restrained MSPincreases. Sim-
ilarinterventions in years

i ﬂ ti foragri-

cultural growth — suggesting that rainfall

aloneis nolongerasufficient predictorof
ri

helped limit theimpact of supply shocks
on retail prices.
Additionally, producnon -linked mea-

TheElNifio-i failure:

of fiscal 2015 and 2016 painted a differ-

of emhsersubsn—
dies and provision of climati ili

Against this backdrop, while weak
monsoon in fiscal 2027 will adversely
impactagricultural production, it cannot
bea definite predictor of Fhigh food infla-

tion

HE EDITOR

Payment ecosystem

Apropos of “Cash is alive, let it stay
healthy" (FE, July 16), India's rapid shift
to digital payments is remarkable, but
it should not create the impression
that cash has become irrelevant. Cash
remains essential during network
failures, natural disasters, and for
millions who still lack reliable digital
access. Policymakers should therefore
strengthen both payment systems
instead of treating them as competing

alternatives. Banks need to ensure
ATMs remain functional and well-
stocked, particularly in rural and semi-
urban areas. At the same time, digital
platforms must continue improving
security against fraud and cyber-
attacks. A balanced payment ecosys-
tem offers greater resilience and
public confidence. Financial inclusion
is best achieved when every citizen
can choose the mode of payment that
suits individual circumstances.

—K Sakunthala, Coimbatore

Language barriers & Al

Apropos of "World Cup tweets show
how Al will unite us all" (FE, July 16),
Gearoid Reidy's observation about
real-time translation breaking lang-
vage barriers during the World Cup is
a hopeful glimpse of technology's
better uses. Fans from Egypt following
commentary in Persian, or Spanish
exchanges reaching English speakers
instantly, shows how Al can widen
participation in shared global mom-

and heatwave conditions, as forecast by
the India Meteorological Department,
affect yields and production costs. Simi-
larly, higher global prices could keep edi-
bleoilinflation elevated.

The broader conclusion, however, is
unmistakable.Weak monsoons continue
to pose a meaningful risk to agricultural
growth. But unlike in previous decades,
theynolongerofferadefinitive road map
forfood inflation.

Views are personal

ents. Yet the optimism needs a note of
caution too, since machine translation
still struggles with cultural nuance and
can misrepresent tone in politically
sensitive contexts. Platforms should
invest in better error-flagging rather
than assuming fluency equals
accuracy. Genvine cross-cultural
understanding still needs more

than just faster translation.

—Prajesh Paramasivan, Neelambur
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{ OUR TAKE }

Wager beneath
the mission

The second phase of India’s semiconductor
mission spells out a realistic ambition for
the country

he Union Cabinet’s approval of the ¥1.27 lakh
crore India Semiconductor Mission 2.0
broadens the government’s chip push from
the fab to the ecosystem around it. Six pillars
now cover chip design, machines and materials,
more fabs, advanced packagmg, rmearch and
develop and the design-engi line the
world is a million short of. Silicon pholomcs and
advanced-node research qualify for support of up to
75%. This is the structural correction ISM 1.0 needed.

That correction comes with unusual candour
about limits. The ecosystem, officials said, must first
stabilise at 28nm —a mature node accounting for
around 70% of global chip demand and running
everything from cars to power grids. The advanced
range of 7-3nm — an entirely new generation of chips
powering today’s Al revolution — is on the roadmap
for 2032, and sits under research, not manufacturing.
Fiscal support has been recalibrated downward too:
40% for silicon logic and memory fabs, from 50%
under ISM LO. IT minister Ashwini Vaishnaw’s
rationale, that a maturing ecosystem needs less
subsidy, is a calibration industrial policy rarely
admits to. It should be credited.

To be sure, calibration is not sovereignty. The chips
thatanchor the frontier of the Al economy will not be
manufactured on this mission’s horizon. Where the
frontier itself will sit five years from now is
unknowable. The target for 100,000 design engineers
over five years is a bet on India as the design and
services layer, not as the chip-making sovereign.

The government has answered the sovereignty
question by other means. “Hundred per cent self-
reliance is difficult,” a senior official said, framing the
West, especially the US, as a trusted supplier. The
phrase deserves attention. Trusted supply chains are
today front and centre of geopolitical conversations
dominated by the China versus West rivalry. Placing
India within the layer of trust that earns access to the
bleeding edge of technology is a wager on the
interdependent order that built this technology —an
order under stress now, but not entirely irrelevant.
ISM 2.0 will build the parts of the semiconductor
economy India can realistically own. The rest it will
buy from partners the government has judged
trustworthy. This may be the only wager available on
the mission’s timeline —and the most realistic.
Industrial policy rarely names its bets.

Unacceptable to leave
children unvaccinated

ccines save millions of lives every year through
\ / disease prevention and reduced morbidity. With
considerable State and private sector support
across the globe, national immunisation programmes
are taken to recipients’ doorstep in many countries,
greatly eliminating the price and access barriers. It is
for this reason that the latest World Health
Organization (WHO) figure of 13.5 million “zero dose”
children in 2025 for the three-dose schedule of the
diptheria-pertussis-tetanus (DPT) vaccine is
worrisome. Add to it the under-vaccinated children,
and the population of infants outside the cover of full
immunisation rises to 20 million. India saw close to
700,000 “zero dose” cases last year compared to 1.6
million such cases in 2023, reversing Covid-19-era
backs to routine i isation. India, h %
makes for the bulk of the 1.2 million unvaccinated
infants left unvaccinated in the WHO's South East Asia
Region in 2025. Each unvaccinated child spells failure
for the global fight against infectious diseases. Ina
hyperconnected world, disease outbreaks in distant
shores don't remain distant. Pathogens circulating
within unvaccinated populations increase risks of
mutations, which can undo immunisation progress at
home and elsewhere.

The bulk of the zero-dose/dropout populations are
in conflict affected or vulnerable countries. The
international community, including global bodies,
must push for conflict toyield to health care and

itarian outreach t ion
coverage remains a bulwark against outbreaks and
future pandemics. Countries like India must double
down on their efforts to bring immunisation and
institutional maternal and neonatal care to at-risk
populations. With the synergised heft of the domestic
pharma industry and diplomatic outreaches, India can
bring health and hope to millions of beleaguered
children across the world.

{ VITAL SIGNS }
Ramanan Laxminarayan

Old wine, but this time
it promises potency

India’s new draft health
policy has a stronger
implementation pathway
but needs to draw lessons

n

Indiap about 15

lous: medical ies rele- ical
munity benefit. The current hcavy vant to low- and middle-income coun-  year, very low for a country aspir
emphasis on publication counts has  tries. Thatambition is well-aligned with

tended to favour smaller, often descrip-
tive studies over research with greater
translational potential.

India's growing scientific capabilities
but will require policies and frame-
works that enable data access.

grants and reduced bureaucracy. The

hDs permlllian people each
HT ARCHIVE

lenge prizes, CSR funding and pubtic-
but

jects, a

pr
standing fund for outbreaks, and

none is new. The draft would be

on why earlier policies Third, the draft proposes treating Finally, the policy addresses India’s  research made compulsory inmedical ~ stronger if it explained why mecha-
A public-funded research infrastructure  research workforce, lndia produces  colleges haveall been proposed before.  nisms that have yielded limited results
didn't work as national assets o onlyabout 15 medical PhDs per Even on funding, the idea of allocat-  in the past are likely to succeed now.

i million peopls h year, ing 2% of the public health budget to The current draft is stronger on
ndia’s draft National Health house them. This welcome step low foracountry aspiring to scientific ~ research has been advocated. Yet, implementation steps, but is that
Research Policy, which was hasbeen a major driver of researchin  leadership. The draft proposes expand-  nearly two decades later, total health  enoughto make adifference this time?
released for public commentin  other settings, but how this will be  ing MD-PhD cli-  researchi isonly 0.024% of Publishing times for
July, gl in India remains to be fan-sci P .estab-  GDP. The new policy proposesincreas-  research proposals is a welcome step,

First, the policy draft directly ~ seen. Organisations such as the lishingdedicated research posts within  ing this to 0.072% by 2037and 0.15% by but accountability should extend much
confrontsadministrative barriers, ~ Centre for Cellularand Molecular Plat- - medical colleges, and supporting 2047, Asix-fold increase over twodec-  further. A possible remedy would be to
many of which lie within the forms(C-CAMP)in Bengalurualready d butevenifthis  constitute an external body to hold the
department of health research'sauthor-  provide a successful model for shared ~ career breaks or from overseas. These  is achieved, India’s investment would  policy to account. Not the usual assem-
ity toaddress, Per the new policy, fund-  scientific infrastructure. are sensible reforms, but tripling PhD  still be modest by stan-  bly of instituti heads, buta mix of
ingagencies would be required mpulr Fourth, the draft recognises thatdata  density by 2037 is unlikely withouta  dards and unlikely to support the  scientists, public voices, and working
lish aren ofresearch  corresponding i increase in funding, research ecosystem expected of the  researchers drawn from the bench

to project closure. Unspent funds
could be carried across financial years.
Single ethics review would be

ing disease registries and biobanks
whllc promuung secure sharing of

permitted for multi- so that
the same protocol need not be
approved multiple times.

Even if the policy achieved only
these reforms and nothing else, it
would represent substantial progress
over the current situation.

Second, the draft p funda-

Ifimple-
mented well, these investments could
lower the costand increase the quality
of health research long after individual
projects have ended.

Fifth, the policy seeks to broaden
where research is conducted. Rather

mental rethink of how research should
be evaluated. The proposed Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR)

than ing capacity within a
handful of premier institutes, it envisa-
ges medical colleges and district hospl-
tals

Theseare ms. The
question is whe!her this policy can

world’s most populous nation.
“The current draft pmrnss that pub-

rather than institutional leadership
only, charged with publishing an

achieve what
earlier ‘laxnonal Health Research
Policy, first released in 2007 and revised
in 2011, could not.

Once the new language nmund Onc

lie “shall rise p
and predictably”, yet it slso acknowl-
edges that the department of health
research cannot direct the budgets of
the depanmcm of i the

annual of how far
implementation has matched intent. If
the department of health research is
wnlllng 0 bejudged each year against

Health, Artificial

tali is setaside, much of
the underlying diagnosis Is famﬂ(ar

CSIR or me Anusandh:m National
Research Foundatlon all of which

Earlier policy poi
out that research is scattered across
ministries, capacity is locked in a few
medical colleges barely

ing active

h research. The policy sets
national spending targets without iden-
tifying the institutional mechanism that

whatit
hope this policy can revive India’s
health research. Without that
seriousness of accountability, and a
firm financial commitment from the
finance ministry, it will join the long
line of government policy documents

Impact of Research and Innovation
Scale extends assessment beyond publi-
% e linical

multicentre research networks.
Sixth, the draft presents health
i blish

translation, policy influence, indige-

Indiaasa leader i clinical research and

publish, and evidence rarely reaches
policy. The proposed solutions have
changed little. The 2007 policy also
called for faster release of research

would ensure they are achieved. thatwere filed and forgotten.
To bridge the ﬁmding gap, the policy - — —
philan- Ramanan L is president,
thn)plc fundmg The instruments — One Health Trust. The views expressed
advance market commitments, chal- are personal

Teja Singh Samundri is a
hero for Slkhlsm & India

here are inheritances that do not come
aswealth or butas values,

atter was, for
Q'kh a of reugioushommr The suc-

smﬂe&mdnmofduwmmcdﬁm
one generation to the next. For my fam-

cessful restoration demonstrated that disci-
plmed. nom'lu!ml resistance could mmpei the

ily, the legacy of my Sardar Teja

olonial to retreat. His

Singh Samundri, is one such i His
name belongs not only to our family history but
also to the history of Punjab, the Sikh commu-
nity, and India’s freedom struggle.

On his 100th death anniversary, it is impor-
tant to remember Sardar Teja Singh Samundri

the Guru
Ka Bagh Murcha of 1922. Through his steadfast
guidance, the non-violent agitation evolved into
a broader mass movement, drawing support
from people across religious and political back-
gmum‘rhnssnmgmmed the spirit of unity in

not only asa martyr but al thearchi-

rreligi and the

tects of modern Sikh public life.
the founding figures of the Shiromani Gurd-

P k Committee (SGPC), a leading
force in lherG_l‘lrdwam Reform Movement, a

0
an advocate of an informed public
sphere and a defender of Sikh, civic
and political rights.

Born in 1882 into a Sandhu Sikh
family associated with Tarn Taran
and later Samundri in Lyallpur dis-
trict, he came from rural Punjab,

1

Iargcr national

His sacrifices were also deeply personal.
Following the Nankana Sahib massacre of
1921, when the Akali press faced severe
financial penalties, he offered surety even at the
risk of losing his agricultural land.
On another occasion, he pledged
much of his land to finance an
SGPC legal appeal.

His standing within the Sikh com-
munity was further recognised in 1923
‘when he was chosen among the Panj

‘where faith, community and service Tafa njit Pyaras to lead the kar sewa for clean-
were closely connected, After serving Slngh ing the Golden Temple sarovar. In
in the British Indian Army, his deeper Sikh tradition, such recognition

loyalty remained with Sikh principles
and the dlgmty of his pcoplz- Thuugh
he had limited fc

Sandhu

reflected trust earned through humil-
ity, service, and samﬁ
Education ined his vision. He

remarkable courage, clarity of purpow and
commitment to public duty.

The early 20th century withessed growing
demands to reform Sikh many of

helped establish several educational institu-
tions in Punjab. Ata time when women's edu-
catlfm was neglected in many parts of society,
of schools at Sarhali and

‘which had fallen under colonial regime-backed
‘Thereditary mahants. Their resources, intended
for the sangat and seva, were often treated as
private property. Reform, therefore, became
not merely a religious cause but a struggle for
accountability, dignity, and the s

Lvallpur in 1917 wasa furwaxd Hlooking act that
his i that ed
‘was not a privilege reserved fora few.
He also recognised the importance of the
press. Alongside other Sikh leaders, he
of and

right to govern its own sacred

including Times, that

Sardar Teja Singh Samundri emerged asone
of the most respected leaders of this movement.
The establishment of the SGPC asserted that
Sikh institutions belonged to the Panth rather
than colonial patronage or private control.

During the Rakab Ganj Sahib agitation in
Delh;.fv!hen colonial authorities demolished

gave voice to the reform movement and
challenged colonial narratives.
His final test came after the Sikh Gurdwaras

wall,

W ned
the campaign to restore it. What the British

Sardar Teja Singh Samundri was not only
amartyr, butalso one of the architects of
modern Sikh publiclife. S MOHINDER SINGH.

AJIT DOVAL

<
There's an urgent need for us to... take
decisive actions for our mutual

benefit, and find solutions... to the
vexed problems that we are all facing

Chennai’s airport game
must take off post- -haste

laggardofthe

ndia’s ai make-
over in almost all ities and several
tier-1l towns, largely due to the entry of the

management. Those who flew in the 1970s and
!9805 may recall how decrepit airport infra-
structure made the risk of a beam oran enure
higher

lated incident. Even major airports had a tired
lookand feel, a signature of the Airport Author-
ity of India (AAI)'s management.

Now, almost all airports —

irport pack Kolkata :nrpmifm

quently
in the rankings, thanks to the latter’s stagnant
traffic growth and cancelled flights.

Tamil Nadu has paid a heavy price for the fail-
ureto expand — ministry sources say that over
the last several years, Chennai has lost valuable
American-West-Coast-bound daily traffic to
Bengaluru, Karnataka, where flyers are ferried
directly to the international terminal in brand
new cars, at nomi Whether thisis due to

Mumbai and the National Capital Region have
two each — have vastly improved facilities.
Chennai, however, remains a glaring
exception. In 2005-06, when the privatisation
of metropolitan airports was in full swing,
‘Tamil Nadu's DMK government of
the time rejected privatisation and
forced the city to yield to another
below-the-mark AAI facility. I recall
attending the inauguration of two
AAI facilities — Dabolim (Goa) and

better pricing or wider availability of routes and
options is not clear, but the fact remains that
traffic that would have earlier flown from Chen-
nai is now choosing Bengaluru.

Many airlines have withdrawn flights from
Chennai due to the airport’s capacity
and infrastructure bottlenecks, It
now risks losing the race to -
Turu and Hyderabad for no other
factor than its inability to compete.
‘The damage done by successive

Act of 1925. The British imprisoned several Chennai — and documenting their Anjuli administrations in Tamil Nadu and
Akali and SGPC leaders. Even after the Sikh pronounced inadequacies. Bh their refusal to cede control is now
Gurdwaras Act of 1925 transferred control of Recently, en route to Colombo from argava  yil-documented.
major shnnes w© Lhe community, the colonial MOPA (Goa), via Chennai, I realised ———— Expert projection that the airport,
leaders to give that unless you have a private car as it exists today, will hit saturation by
written assurances that they would not con- receiving you at 2028+ reason l‘nr worty. The site
tinue agitation or question the provisions ofall. i ai areforced  picked by i ion fora new
imposed upon them. Many accepted these 1o haul their luggage and then ridea buggy toa :drpon. at Parandur (70 km from the heart of
terms but Sardar Teja Singh Sarm refused. cramped area where they can hail an app-taxi ), was rejected by the new dispensation
He chose prison over compromise. ride or publk' transport. This is undouhledly an ln power in Tamil Nadu, after lhe project was
He died in Lahore Jail on July 17, 1926, at fyer since the majority  opposed by local f
the age of 44. His passing was mourned of thearri to travel from keywetlands).
by Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Madan Mohan the airport to their destinations — it is worse Itis now incumbent upon the new adminis-
Malaviya, Swami Shmddhnnand CF Andrews, when they roads out- Lranon 0 n:honse fmm lwopmhways outof the
and Sikh ctrum. side the ail toboard a bus. reasond-
Master Tara Singh desmhed him as a One way: bl di from th getall cl and

“Sampuran Sikh” (complele Sikh), while
Bhai Vir Singh hailed him asa “param pavitra
shaheed” (most holy martyr).

Rather than weakening the Akali movement.
his sacrifice strengthened its resolve. Today,
Teja Singh Samundri Hall within the Golden
Temple complex stands as a lasting memorial
to his life. More importantly, his legacy endures
in the values he embodied, including service
without self-interest, courage without hatred
and faith without fear. His memory belongs not
only to Punjab and the Sikh community but
also to India and to every generation that
believes institutions rooted in justice, sacrifice
and public service are worth defending.

fiy-
ers atthe exitand make those with private cars
and drivers tug their luggage and ride buggies.
One is sure that this would make the AAI offi-
cialdom find a way out of the present mess
quicker than one can imagine.

Flyers mmplaln that the airport feels perma-
nently under-
need for renovation and upgmdﬁ It lacks suffi-

bid it out to a private player — ideally before
2032 (a Herculean task) — or reverse the rejec-
tion of the Parandursite, find ways to mollify the
farmers, facilitate solutions to environmental
concerns and get the project running at the earli-
est. A properly conceived and executed public
transport linkage must accompany construc-
tion, given the distance from the city,

delays, and experiences severe peak-hour grid-
locks both within the airport and at the exit.
Thlngs are notmuch better on the airside, with

the new chief minister could
send a team (including AAI officials) to visit
Colombo airport. Though it doesn't set any

high usage of the tar-

manyideas

Tamil Nadu' game.

mac due to low i And
th

parking 1l

onhy p

“Taranjit Singh Sandh s lieutenant-governor,
i The views expressed are personal

side.
Nol surpdsingly‘ Chennai has been slipping
inairport rankings (as recently reported in the

Anjuli Bhargava writes on governanice,
infrastructure, and the social sector.
The views expressed are persorial
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The fertiliser gap

New urea policy offers an inadequate fix

‘The new national policy forurea offers a partial solution to the problem associated
with this key agricultural input. It seeks self-reliance in urea production toinsulate
it from global supply shocks. India imports 25 per cent of its annual urea demand
of40 million tonnes. The war in West Asia and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz
saw prices spike 40-50 per cent until China lifted its temporary export ban. The
policy aimstoset up eightor nine urea plants with a production capacity of 10 mil-
lion tonnes —the amount currently imported — with tweaksin the incentive struc-
ture. These includ ingfixed and vari 0sts, int: inga12-16 per cent
band for cal return onequity,and forex risks by converting fixed
costsintor fouryears, based on thy rate. The objec-
tive of self-reli; ily addresses an i problem, given the
uncertainties of global supply chains for the foreseeable future. Butitisinadequate
when viewed against the deep-rooted structural issues in India’s fertiliser policy.

The core issue lies in the skewed nature of the fertiliser subsidy, which privi-
leges the use of ammonia-based urea (N) over phosphatic (P) and potassic (K)
nutrients. While subsidies for the latter two are based on nutrient content, ureais
subsidised at a flat rate. A farmer currently buys a 45-kg bag of urea for ¥242, for
which the government incurs a cost 0f¥2,200 104,000, depending on whether it
isdomestically manufactured orimported. Not surprisingly, urea has become the
fertiliser most used over the years, driving the annual subsidy to le

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Insider capture of
India’s regulators

Complex markets require independent voices and diverse
expertise. India’s regulatory architecture is missing both

Economic policy strategy after 1991 tried to reshape
the relauonshm between the state and the market.

levels. Urea typically accounts for the bulk of the fertiliser subsidy, budgeted at
171 trillion for this financial year. Surging global prices following the hostilities
in West Asia are likely to see this figure significantly exceed.

Settingup more domestic plants may reduce this import reliance but there are
otherissuesto consider. First, the government estimates that ureademand is rising
by s percent every year. Ittakes about twoyears to build aurea plant. Assumingall
the new plants come up on schedule to produce 10 million tonnes — the current
domesticshortfall — Indiawouldstill lagbehind the demand curve. This predica-
ment was evident in the first urea policy of 2012, under which six units were setup
butimports persisted. Second, forex risks in a urea plant come from variable costs,
specifically for liquefied natural gas (LNG), which is both feedstock and an energy
source, and accounts for 60 to 80 per cent of production costs. Indiaimports about
halfitsLNG mostofit from West Asia, ly disruption saw
prices more than double. This remains a risk for current and future urea plants.

Finally, the national policy skirts the pricing anomaly, which has resulted in
the over-use of urea, causingsevere soil degradation and concomitant productivity
declines. Against arecommended N:P:K balance of 4:2:1, India’s ratio is at 9.8:3:1.
The obvious solution is to raise urea prices. This has proved politically untenable,
and could hurt millions of small farmers. One solution could be to transform the
current direct benefit-transfer model by reimbursing farmers rather than manu-
facturers, as is done now. Paying a market price upfront before the subsidy com-
pensation flows into bank accounts could prove a salutary check on overuse (and
misuse), for which the taxpayer is paying the price.

An unreasonable Bill

Tariffs on Russian oil importers make no sense

ABillunveiled this week by United States (US) senators — it reportedly has bipar-
tisan support — proposes to impose a 100 per cent tariff on goods coming from
the five largest buyers of Russian oil and gas. The Bill is clearly aimed at Indiaand
China. The original Bill, led by Senator Lindsey Graham, who recently passed
away, had proposed a 500 per cent tariff. Although the Bill is said to have the sup-
port of President Donald Trump and it empowers him to waive the sanctions, the
proposal does not make sense. The implicit assumption behind such proposals
is that they will reduce Russia’s exports of oil and gas, thereby denying it funds
for prosecuting the Ukraine war. The assumption isincorrect, and the Bill comes
at the worst possible time.

The imposition of higher tariffs last year on India for importing Russian oil,
along with the so-called reciprocal tariff, did not end the war. Any such move will
only complicate the geopolitical situation. The current West Asia crisis, which is
affecting the supply of oil and gas, is entirely a creation of the US. The world is
paying a heavy price for it. The ceasefire between the US and Iran has unravelled
very quickly, though it is not entirely surprising. What the war did was to block
the Strait of Hormuz, which enables the flow of about one-fifth of global oil
supply. The resumption of strikes from both sides has again practically closed
thestrait. Although the strikes this time, according to reports, are fairly targeted,
unlike the last round of the conflict, things can always change.

In fact, the situation could become far more complicated this time. Oil prices
have already climbed more than 10 per cent over the past few days. Large parts
of the stockpile from emergency reserves across the world have already been
used. Thus, if the supply remains disrupted, it could lead not only to a sharp
increase in oil prices, but also affect availability. Thus, it is unclear what the US

and the ration expect from large energy importers such as
India and China. Are these countries expected to live with energy shortages?
Notably, one reason why oil prices did not increase to the extent many had
expected in the last round of the Iran conflict was that China substantially
reduced its imports. Although not much is known about Chinese stocks, it is rea-
sonable to argue that they will not last forever.

It is also worth noting that the continuation of the Ukraine war is partly
because of global and American indifference. Ukraine has no choice but to
defend itself, but serious efforts are not being made to end the war — either by
the US or by other major powers, including Europe. India has had no role in initi-
atingeither the Ukraine or the Iran war, sowhy is it expected to suffer? The Indian
government has the responsibility to secure energy supplies and is doil ly

the activities of economic agents. When an elected
legislature enacts a law, it is subjected to political

Froma central planning trol,and debate, multi party scrutmy, standmg committee
oft we havemoved reviews, drafts
bythe pri in i da i it ising legislative power, butwith-

regulatory role for the state. This necessi-
tated the creation of a new institutional architecture,
the Statutory Regulatory Authorities (SRAs).

SRAs have proliferated across the Indian land-
scape. There are over 20 SRAs at the Union level, and
even more at the state level, dealing with things like
electricity distribution, real and

balances. When
officials write law, without these processes, there isa
“democratic deficit”. A special effort is required to
estabhshchecksandbalancesandtobnngpeoplehad(

out political

former civil servants, while the one remaining
member is a former regulator. Adjacent SRAs like the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India and the
National Financial Reporting Authority have similar
scores on thisindex.

The newest Kid on the block, the International
Financial Services Centres Authority, is supposed to
achieve global competitiveness for a financial system
within Gift City. While Indian finance is an Ambassa-
dor car, finance in Gift City is supposed to be a Ferrari.
But when we lookat the board composition, all seven
of its members are either serving or former civil ser-
vantsand or drawn from other SRAs.

TH 3 i

used for
is “the administrative state”, an envxronmem where
power i ratedin andthe

judiciary and the legislature shrivel away. We have
public servants manning SRAs internally and domi-
nating the boards. The msxder capture of financial
sector SRAS i
The. knowledge problem ‘The original vision for
reform wasthattl uld retreat from
central planning, enable a dynamic and competitive
private sector, and bring a new level of economic
thinking and domain expertise into regulatory insti-
tutions. Whilecivil ser
ience, aninsular devoidof
contemporary domain expertise creates a regulatory
echo chamber that misses the practical implications
ofitsown mlemakmg on economic growth and inno-
vation. Tm:yl iveinIndiai hieve high
Thi :

S y
have domain knowledge and regulatory knowledge
from Indiaand from the advanced economies that we
aspire to become like in the coming decades.

The pollncal prohlem SRAs were intended to

ratic legitimacy.
The boa.rd of an SRA can be a crucial oversight
that can rein in the concentration of

water tariffs. SRAs now impinge upon a
large chunk of the Indian economy.
From pricing telecom spectrum and
overseeing the solvency of insurance
firms to safeguarding retail investor
wealth and determining tariffs on
renewable energy, their actions dictate
the daily operations and viability of
myriad economic agents. A great deal of
state power is now exercised through
SRAs. Therefore, good internal govern-

ance within SRAs is foundational to AAR]TH"(AM
CHINTANAM

India’s economic success.
In traditional democratic structures,
the pe of the stat into gp

power in the legislative and executive
actions of an SRA. It requires technical
expertise to cope with the fast-changing
complexities of each sector. It also

policy certainty for private firms, Politi-

cal power : should rewularly rotate around different
party ions, but the

should be at an arm'’s length from the govemmen(

‘When regulatory boards are overwhelmingly popu-

lated by me‘lEl’ and present, govemmenl ofﬁclals the

requires private i from
society at large to achieve better demo-
cratic legitimacy. All Indian SRAs have
members drawn from inside the SRA
and part-time members from outside.

institutionalc rer-
sight , rendering the regula(or susceptible to
government pressure.

The g Ifan is
controlled by its top management, this creates poor
checksand balam.es Thereisalackof: accounmbﬂ.\ty

Howd thesei: i
Let’s consider the financial sector SRAs.
Allofthem are headed by former civil ser-
vants. All have had persistent vacancies
in their boards. The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has 11 members on its Central

three branches (the legislative, the judi-
cial, and the executive) to prevent over-
reach. SRAs, however, exercise extraordinary,

Board. Of these, 2/11 are acadermc
1/1i
The remaining eight are former or serving civil ser-

for theleadership, which then

The job of the board is to exert checks and balances.
The board must hold the management accountable.
This cannot happen if the board is the management
(or, is composed of persons who are unable to
demand performance from the management). Inthe
private sector, we have adopted Lhe doctn.ue thata
majority of board be*

directors”. These mdependem voices help ensure

concentrated powers within a single institutional vants, RBlinsiders, or public-sectorbankers. Withthe that d benefits
boundary. They wield executive powers to moni(or Secunnesand ExchangeBoardof Indla (Sebi),sixofits  from extemal expertise.

ise markets, they generally ‘mer orservingcivil servants, two Iti hinkofasi tatutory
powers to write law, and in some cases, quasi-j 1udJclal are RBI/Sebi insiders and one is a market expert. The  ourSRAs. Thelaws governing SRAs must beamended
powers to adjudicate disputes and impose penalties. yand D Authorityof  to prescril contingent of i non-

This departure from ﬁmdameulal concepts o[ Lhe
Constitution
mentof; aoodmtemal govemame

horityto

Q
writebindingrules of ‘conduct that controland regulate

Indiaisabit better. Of its five board members, two are
former or serving civil servants, one is a former PSU
banker, and two are private-sector experts. With the
Pension Fund y and Dx Author-
ity, six of its seven board members are serving or

executive members drawn from academia, private-
sector industry, law, and consumer advocacy.

The writer is an honorary senior fellow at the Isaac
Centre for Public Policy, and a former civil servant

Jal Jeevan 2.0: From numbers to water

From the ramparts of the Red Fort on August 15, 2019,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced India’s
mostambitious and the world’s largest rural drinking
water programme — the Jal Jeevan Mission (JIM). It
aimed to provide tap connections to all 193.5 million
rural households by 2024, with a total outlay of ¥3.60
trillion (Central share: ¥2.08 trillion). JJM marked a
decisive departure Erom its predecessors by shifting

coverage, reported actual functionality rates below
half; Haryana’s Mewat recorded just 33 per cent pot-
able availability. JJM 2.0 corrects this by introducing
defined service delivery standards for regularity,

Procurement failures: A Comptroller and Audi-
tor General of India audit of Karnataka (2024) found
9,342 single bid contracts, tender premiums of 5 to 61
percentabove estimates, and no mpam(e agreements

quantity, and quality at every go level.

The ghost tap problem: The JJM dashboard
became a vehicle for inflated reporting. Manipur's
non-existent connections are the best-documented

toenfi lity. JIM2.0

ment on reform-linked memorandums of under-
standing (MoUs). Nine states had signed such MoUs
Dby the close of Jal Mahotsav 2026, the 15-day national

fmm idual house- case.A Lok Sabha reply (March 2026) recorded 18,790 ~ watercampaign (March2022). Thefirst tranche, 31,561
holds, through with 86 per cent of themﬁrom oril 2026), was released after
Pani Samitis, and building source sustainability into  Uttar Pradesh alone. In Rajasthan, ¢ erifyingc
its design. After seven decades of independence, the  fake completion certificates in a ¥960-crore bribery Pendmg hills Contractars laymg Level 1 (bulk
announcement of India’s first explicit ly2,4000fficials  t Level Level

commitment to universal rural tap water
wasindeed historic.

In March 2026, the government
restructured JIM as JIM Version 2.0,
extending the deadline to December2028
and enhancingthetotal outlayto¥8.69tril-
lion while pivoting the mission’s objective
from infrastructure linkage to a reliable
utility-based service delivery model.

The delivery record to date is remark-

able. At launch, only 167 per cent of INFRATALK

India’s 193.5million ruralhouseholdshad - yiNAYAK CHATTERJEE

tap connections. By March 2026, cover-
ageroseto 81.6 per cent, adding 125.5mil-
lion new connections in under seven years. This
resulted in savings of 55 million hours of daily water-
fetching time (WHO) and 277,000 villages being certi-
fied as Har Ghar Jal (water in every household).

But the same numbers exposed some serious

that. Once the Strait of Hormuz is opened and the war ends, imports from Russia
will automatically come down. And once the Ukraine issue isaddressed, Russian
oil will no longer remain a concern. Both West Asia and Ukraine need serious
diplomatic engagement. Instead of sponsoring Bills to impose tariffs, US law-
makers must ask why wars funded by the American people are not being
resolved. Meanwhile, Indian policymakers need to be alert. India is negotiating
atrade agreement with the US and must convey its position convincingly. Like

i ion gaps. The2024. Assess-
ment, covering 19,812 certified Har Ghar Jal vlllages
across 761 districts, found that 98 per cent of house-
holds had a tap connection, but only three in four
ived water that met Missic

of quantity, quality, and regularity. Seven structural
faults underlie that gap.

‘Wrong outcome metric: The mission counted
taps installed, not water delivered. The 2024 survey

¥
faced action and multiple contractors
were blackhsted. JJ'M Los Sujalam
Bharat,a

3 (last-mile pipelines) reported payment delays of 6~
20 month In Andhra Pradesh, 750 small and
pri 4,500 crorebills

linked national digital registry assigning
every village a unique ID, is designed to

pending for nearly two years. In Assam, another
4,500 crore in approved bills remained unpaid. In

make scheme validation v
before fund release.

The O&M challenge: JIM 1.0
designed Pani Samitis to become local
community-based water utilities,

Ut 15,500 ranoncon-

both ical and comm
cial dimensions of water supply, backed
by s per cent community contributions.
It did not happen. Only 12 states had
notified operations & maintenance (O&M) policies
by 2022-23; by early 2026, this had to 23

tractors” 1l The Centre cut
by more than two-! mu'ds inFY25 (reVlsed esumates),
resultingin wi-
stream to contractors.

This fundingcut

oftwo-thirds in FY25 RE (from ¥ 70,163 croreto 322,694
crore), and the suspension of disbursements in early
2026, citing state non-compliance, led to serious con-
sequences. JJM 2.0 replaces automatic fund release

states. JJM 2.0 makes O&M a hard gate: A Gram Pan-
chayat can certify Har Ghar Jal only after O&M
mechanisms and user charges are confirmed oper-
ational by the state.

Sources running dry: The Parliamentary Com-
mittee on Water Resources warned in March 2026 that
38,69 trillion had been wasted on taps installed on
sources that ran dry within one to two years, Nasa's
GRACE satellite records groundwater ining at

with ¢ Funds flow only after GIS vali-
dation and MoU compliance. Budget 2025-26 has
restored the ambition: ¥67,000 crore, nearly three
times last year's revised outlay.

The question is no longer diagnostic or architec-
tural; itis one of execution. JJMjoinsalonglist of well-
intentioned central programmes getting diluted as
they descended from Raisina Hilltostate capitals and
then todistrict offices and gram panchayats.

Theintenti butitis honestand purpose-

nearly a third of a metre every year. The NITI Aayog’s
ownwater indexshows more than half of India’s wells
in decline. .UM 24 os Decision Support System makes

ful execution that will write India’s epochal domestic
water story.

The writeris an infrastn

last time, the US will be reluctant to impose higher tariffs on China because of its found only 80 per cent of g the planning yunderSuja- 1t. Heisalsoth
ability to retaliate strongly. It is India that needs to guard its interests. minimum quantity norm; barely 76 per cent received lam Bharat, the 30-year sour founder& trustee of The isi
safe water. Gujarat and Tripura, despite claiming full ~ thatJJM 1.0 had bypassed. Foundation. With research inputs from Vrinda Singh
r I 1 e 6 e o 9 lived reality”, Additionally, aHindu woman marrying concept of “jihad” in Islam and how it
e eVO uth n 0 OVe l a Census data from the late EEFCRAADAR S beneath her caste has simply means “total surrender” to god. She
19th century revealed the been replaced by the bogey of plai gyinan il
actual numbers making up hermarrying the dreaded manner, and shows how religion can’tbe
BOOK place in many Indian states, make the growing culture of religious con- different castes and commu- Muslim with the power of judged by its worst proponents.
REVIEW Sameena Dalwai’s latest, LoveJihad: A sumption on all sides that has made fac- nities, shifting perspectives “triple talaq”. According to Ms In fact, she concludes the book with

ARUSHI BHASKAR

Few trends in India deserve as much
urgent academic attention as the fear
and panic surrounding “love jihad”, or
the conspiracy theory that Muslim men
are systematically seeking to marry
Hindu women with the sol d

Feminist Retelling, the need of the hour.
he book utilises data, academic
research on caste, gender and their inter-
section and the author’s family history
and expenences toillustrate the chang-

ingsocio-cultural of India.

tious relationships between religious
communities inevitable,” she adds.

Ms Dalwai’s tone is usually sarcastic,
irreverentand even flippant — but at
certain points it becomes poignant,

Inaparticularly moving anecdote,
Ms Dalwai describes how the Konkani
Muslim community, from which her
father’s family came, has slowly lost its
sense of syncretism. “The exposure to
the Arab world and the dogma of Wahabi
Islam has pushed Konkani Muslims
towards conservative religiousdoc-

of
converti ng them to Islam and forcing
them toraise Muslim children. The sue-
cess of movies such as The Kerala Story
(2023) and, more importantly, the laws
targeting alleged forced conversion in

trine,” she explains, presentingan
opportunity for readers to reﬂecl on how
theirown

the reader that
talking about her own experiences,
which cannot always guarantee author-
ial detachment.
Anotherinterestingaspect of the
book s its attempt to situate the fear of
“lovejihad” in pre-Independence his-
tory. Ms Dalwai cites historian Charu
Gupta, whose work on United Prov-
inces (today’s Uttar Pradesh) in the
1920s depicts the outrage of upper-caste

overtime, with religion and conserva-
tism coming to occupy a more central
position. “It is not religiosity itself but

Hindu in response to
Dalit women marrying Muslim men
and converting to Islam, “be it for
romance or escape from their painful

o0 00 a:

towards power and unity in
the subcontinent.

Ms Dalwai then discusses
how the Hindutva project
seeks to create a singular
Hinduidentity through inter-

Love Jihad: A Feminist

Dalwai, the original “love
jihad” propaganda was “the

this: “We all come here for only one
reason, even though our paths and

fearof unions that
disregard social order”, orthe
caste hierarchy. “Twothings
are new in the love jihad

caste marriages, whichunder  petelling propaganda. One, the replace-
traditional Hindu society by Sameena Dalwai ment of the abhorred Dalit
were frowned upon and pun- Published by man by the feared Muslim
ished. This relatively new Penguin Books man. Two, the denial of the
trend canalsobetracedback  201pages 2599 existence of caste,” she writes.
totheearlydecadesofthe Ms Dalwai’s preoccupation
20th century, when there h is with unpacking the two
were instances of the Hindu Mahasabha words that make up “lovejihad”. She

conducting marriages between Dalit
women and upper-caste men to keep the
former in the Hindu fold.

Through this, the reader is made
aware of how the “love jihad” narrative is
old wine in a new bottle — the spectre of

plain what

vary — and that reason is to

learn how to love and how to receive
love. That is our true essence as human
beings.” This isa moment of sober reflec-
tion, one that is devoid of manufactured
optimism. It reminds the reader that
there is always a higher cause worth
fighting for, and that should be the foun-
dation stone for every kind of activism.

Anditisactivism that she prescribes
asasolution to the madness engulfing
Indian society today. Accordingto her,

length
"love isinIndia—“a forbldden pleas-
ureand anllicit activity” —and comes
totheconclusion thatitis indeed a
batﬂe, “as it takes effort, anguish and
" Sheall {besthe

needsto replace key-
board activism, along with charting out
aspace for Bahujan intellectuals in the

Only then i do
‘we have a chance at countering the

the jihad”
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CONTRAPUNTO

Rocket science has been mythologised all
out of proportion to its true difficulty
- JOHN CARMACK

Free The Third Tongue

Why have a policy for a third language?
Leave it to schools to decide
The Supreme Court has spoken up for students, parents and

teachers, voicing deep concern over introduction of a third

language in Class 9 in CBSE schools. A bench of Justices BV
Nagarathna and R Mahadevan orally asked Centre to not have a
thirdlanguage in Class9level. They were dealing witha TN petition
against setting up Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas, which follow a
three-language policy. The issue of CBSE's new policy is in CJI'scourt.
Frankly, three-language policy is hardly an issue that should have
reached SC, in the first place. But it did. The policy’s ramifications
have givenrise to new matters that have alsoreached courts.

The bench’s remarks are exactly the commonsense approach that
policymakers and education ministry should have stumbled upon
themselves. There was no way the hurriedly put out May circular —
making three-language framework compulsory, mid-session, for
Class 9 students - would stand scrutiny. Leave aside SC, students
and schools could have told powers-that-be
the unreasonable pressures such a policy
places onstudentsand resources.

The three-language framework — where
English hasbeen madethe ‘foreign ‘language,
plus two regional languages - is proving to be
abugbear. This need never have been the case.
No one has argued against teaching multiple
languages as partof school curriculum. More
the languages a child can learn, the better —
school education is meant to expand child-
ren’s minds to world's literature, culture,
science, and riches and the horrors it has to
offer. But is it feasible that all schools across
all economic and social strata, regions and communities offer
children such avenues of learning? No. Hence, two languages —
one the pan-India link language that is English, and proficiency
inwhich is crucial in the world of work, in India and overseas,anda
second language, the regional tongue, which boosts early learning
and encourages children to learn other languages too. Dubbing
regional language ‘mother tongue’ is also fraught, given modern
society’s multi-ethnic backgrounds.

As for a third language, it isn't as if children aren’t exposed to
it —foreign or Indian regional. They are, in schools that have the
resources to teach, and enough students interested. Teaching a
third language should be left entirely to school capacity and
students’ wish. It is the tunnel vision and parochial attitudes of
politicians and policymakers that make learning a dirge. The
best policy for a third language is not to have a policy atall.

Give Talent Space

Isro needs stronger gravitational pull, not sealed
doors, to address problem of staff attrition

ttrition isnot anew problem for Isro.In 2006, itlost 187 newly

trained scientists. Mainly due to better pay in the private

sector. Now, about 100 have quit in the past few months, TOI
reported on Thursday. Can we shrug it off as more of the same?
No. As we wrote on Monday, the space race has become intense,
and SpaceX, with its reusable rockets, has cornered most of the
commercial pie. Isro’s share in the satellite launch market has
slipped below 2%. Beyond that, there’s space exploration. Everybody’s
aiming to land on Moon, and Mars is the next frontier. India has
its own manned mission - Gaganyaan - lined up. So, this is a bad
time to belosing people.

ButDepartmentof Space’sresponse
to the problem won't work. Making it
hard for staff to walk out maintains
bench strength without translating
into output. Instead, DoS should
address the root of dissatisfaction. In
2017, when Isro had lost a few hundred
people within three years, its former
chief Madhavan Nair had cited lack of new projects, innovation,
and organisational vision as reasons. Insiders say the organisation
has a morale problem on its hands again. With the difference that
there are plenty of private sector opportunities around.

Bright scientists and engineers need freedom to attempt new
things, and fail. But if failure leads to limbo, self-worth and job
satisfaction are affected. Bureaucrats can't understand this,
and one hopes they aren’t calling the shots at Isro. It would be a
mistake to run Isro like, say, Food Corporation of India. So, two
things the organisation must immediately give scientists are
meaningful work and operational autonomy. Their pay also has
to be competitive. As for those who still want to leave, they should
beallowed to go. We're a free country.

OMG, it's OTP!

The so-called One Time Password has
come to rule our lives

Jug Suraiya

Iwasfaced withan impassable problem. It wasan OTP, aone-time
password, which was acting not like a password but as a stop
word, which ingmefrom getting yPUC
for my car, which was up for renewal on that very day.

Iwasonavisitto Londonand my car was in Gurgaon where
¢ 1live. I had my car driven to a petrol pump to have the PUC
check done. The petrol pump said that to get the PUC check I would have to
submita6-digit OTP which I'd get on my mobile,

1 hovered anxiously by my phone. OTP aaya?, asked the petrol pump.
Nahinaaya, I replied.

Waiting for the OTP was like Waiting for Godot. It never came. Despite
repeated attempts spanning over four hours. The petrol pump said that this

if the berecipient
The PUCisof crucial importance, not just for the owner of avehicle,
Gm % but for all of us, what with pollution being a major health hazard.
To emphasise this the law imposes a penalty of 10,000 and/or six
months’ imprisonment on those who fail toget itdone in time.
B But why, if not in God’s name in Godot's name, do
w2 . the powers-that-be require the applicant for a PUC to
jugularvein swmitanOTPbefore the PUC can be issued?
—_— The OTP - which strictly speaking isn't a passwoni
but a pass number - is a necessary safety precaution against increasing
of financial hanky-panky in transactions. But getting
a PUC isn't like buying something online using your credit card, or seeking
information from your bank about your account, or anything of a confidential
nature that could bemisused by scamsters.

The OTP has become a digital age Open Sesame, a Khulja Simsim, toenable
you to enter a sanctum sanctorum, the entry to which is forbidden to those
not in possession of the magical mantra.

OTPs have become omnipresent in our lives. Don’t ask why an OTP should
be required for a PUC. Because if you do, you'll have to submit another OTP
togetananswer to your query about the OTP.

Genius, German, Falklands-Malvinas

Argentine & English football writers give their take on Messi, England’s coach & football as war
Marcela Mora y Araujo

| Oneof themanynovelties
Cup is
squads

stand on the pitch for
the national anthems before kick off.
Until now, only the starting 11 did. At
England vs Argentina, opposing fans

of this World
that  entire

booed and hissed each other’s hymns.
A poignant start to the match that
had been endlessly hyped through the
preceding days as the mother of all
sporting rivalries. This was war, it
felt like in the stadium, the crowd
roar echoing the killer instinct
look on the players’ faces.

Inasense this tournament is
a Messi bucket list. So, the fact
that he had never before faced
England is non-negligible. The
man has been hitting a new ‘new’
with every appearance. And without

a doubt, defeating the Royal Empire is

agreat tickon his Bingocard.

England scored first. Argentinian
faces, Japanese faces with Argentinian
face paint, and the faces of all manner
of self-identifying Argentinian fans
sporting all colours of Messi shirts fell
silent. The England contingent celebrated,
fans and players alike rolling in revelry.

By the fourth quarter, minute 81 in
fact, Lautaro Martinez came on
for Tagliafico. Enzo Fernandez then
equalised in the 85th minute.
Argentinian photographer Eduardo
Biscayart captures the impact of every
substitution from the sidelines, magical
viewpoint, as Argentina responded to
England's defensiveness with more
creative attacking flair: I thought I saw
men flying and Biscayart’s images
later proved this. As did commentary
from further afield. Professor
Branco Milanovic, author
of The Great Global
Transformation, putitwell:
“The balls that Messi
was sending out tonight
were from a different
world. Floating in the air,
oblivious to the forces of
nature and gravity, until
somebody headed them in.” From
wherelsat, evenduring thebrief moments
of Englishthreat, small players
suspended themselves in the air and
headed balls out of the danger zone.
Messi did exactly what Tuchel said
he does: surprise with his movement,
create moments. If Enzo’s equaliser
was the relief felt by all, Lautaro’s
winner was ecstasy. He broke

Sean Walsh

To be an English football

fan is to suffer. The rest

of the world mistakes

‘it's coming home’ as a
battle cry of arrogance, but the song
it's derived from, Three Lions, is about
60-plus vears of failure. Yet, make no
mistake, England's 2-11oss to Argentina
in the World Cup semifinal is the
single most traumatic event in English
sporting history. It's the new No.1, and
could hold onto that spot for decades.
Few results or moments from the past
caneven compare.

'With five minutes plus stoppage time
togoin Atlanta, England led 1-0and were
on their way toafirst World Cup final on
foreign soil. They somehow lost before
the game could even get to extra time.
How could this happen? It would be easy
to blame the many superstar players
in England's ranks. After all, they are
the ones who have to go out there and
deliver a performance.

But on this occasion, the blame for
the choke lay squarely on the shoulders
of England’'s German coach, Thomas

Meanwhile, in the middle of the pitch is
afigure bent over itself, the head tucked
into the bended knee. Was Messi praying?
He slowly stretched one bent leg, raised
slightly and adjusted something, the
ankle maybe, or the calf. Stretched a
little, bounced a little, got up, turned
around, and repeated exactly the same
movementson the otherleg.

Carlos Bilardo, Argentina’s manager

down in tears in the post-match
interview, struggling to speak,
referencing his mother’s sacrifice
forhim toget there.

Messi's own explosive relief was
againkneeling in themiddle of thepitch,
but inamuch more aggressive arm punch

post England s gua] Durmg celebranom
of this histori Argentina

WORLD CUP-

in 1986, a World Cup amply r

upon

previews of this fixture, told players not
to celebrate goals because the opposition
coulduseittotheiradvantage. It'sas if Messi

did exactly this; recalibrating himself

and the game using the English goal

celebration for Argentina’s benefit.

3rd or 4th places), third with Messi, some
of the Argentinian players displayed a
cloth with the message ‘The Malvinas
are Argentina’s’.

Branco again: “Argentina as the
amhwa]euce of the multipolar world. It

Theshift in energy was not

but as the chosen reserves for each

side got called up, the pattern changed

dramatically. As the eminent English
football correspondent Henry Winter
tweeted: “Good luck to the great Lionel
Messi and Argentina in the World Cup

final, And good Iuck to Thomas Tuchel
trying to explain those defensive,
expensive subs.”

Argentina’s data expert Marcelo
“Molina for
Montiel is like turning the batteries
around inthe TV remote: they're the same

Gantman had viralised,

old batteries, but somehow it works."

) defeats Egypt and thus the
Global South. But then it defeats England
andmakesa puimfm' Lhe Global South.”

Man; whether ornot
Ajgeutma IS the Global South. Fifa, no
doubt, will have to decide whether to fine
orsanction the players in some way - ina
previous international where they displayed
such a flag they were fined. Some, like
Argentine influencer Alejandra Kosel,
believe that “in a clash between England
and Argentina sentiment over Malvinas
comes into play. We have to thank football
for allowing us to process these passions
without going to actual war”.

Tuchel. He had spent the previous
days praising the “mentality”
of his squad, in spite of his
awkward tactics and their own
muddled individual displays.
This time around, there was
nowhere to hide, without a win
toshow for theirefforts.

For the 55 minutes that the semifinal
was 00 up until Anthony Gordon's
opening goal, England had Argentina
right where they wanted them. Tuchel’s
team were better in every facet,
nullifying the dark arts of thereigning
world champions, using their
extra physicality to perfection,
and capitalisingon thesingle &
moment the Argentinians
let their guardslip.

Andthentheyrevertedto
type. Under Gareth Southgate,
England were criticised
for being too pragmatic, for
letting their foot off the gas,
and allowing a positive result
to turn negative without much of a
fight. But Tuchel's game plan against
Argentina was far, far worse than any
his predecessor ever devised.

Following Gordon’s goal, England
stopped trying to attack, period. The
new Barcelona forward and would-be
national hero was substituted for
defender Ezri Konsa. Dan Burn and
Nico O'Reilly then replaced Reece James

)

o

and Declan Rice, who were carrying
knocks. A desperately tired Harry Kane
was flanked by Jude Bellingham and
Morgan Rogers, who lacked pace and
couldn't stretch the game the same
‘way a natural winger could.

As the clock rolled to 85, Enzo
Fernandez equalised, England finally
punished for camping in their own box.
Tuchel didn’t make any subs to reverse
the defensive changes, which invited
pressure before Lautaro Martinez
struck the dagger blow in added time.
Even then, it took until minute 96 out of
102 for Marcus Rashford and Ivan Toney
to appear as the Hail Mary-solution.
Shock, horror, that wasn’ tenough

Headingi
break’, Argentina had recurded a
measly three shots, but registered a
further 12 thereafter. From Gordon's
strike to Martinez's header, England
had only 12% possession. Yes, these
arereal stats.

Tuchel drew up a strategy to let
Argentina do whatever they pleaded,
hoping and praying England could
defend their way to victory, like they did
against Mexico in the last 16. The major
difference was the level of opposition
quality, and Three Lions ran out of
luck this time. What did you think was
going to happen letting Lionel Messi
have that much timeand space?

A team as talented, experienced,
and athletic as England didn’t need to
do that. A manager as accomplished as
Tuchel didn’t have to set out his troops
in that regard. Should a Kane or a

i haved

ore
to will England on, and carry them up
the pitch? Of course, but they were
following orders. They had bought into
‘what their manager had asked, and
thistime heletthem down.
The English FA made a
power play to hire Tuchel in
the hope a supposedly elite
manager would get them
over the hump, and turn
them into winners. Instead,
the World Cup final will be
contested by two coaches who
haveneveraccomplished anything
in the club game, and are specialists
of international football. Perhaps there's
alesson there.

Tuchel’s act of cowardice and self-
sabotage will live forever in English
infamy He shall nolonger beremembered

Jed ChelseatoCl
League glory, hut the one who denied
Three Lions their shot at the World Cup.
That'shisnew legacy.

When ‘Mood For Love’ Meets ‘Not In The Mood’

Lovers fear that their different experiences of desire mean their relationship is failing. But with honest
communication about what each of them needs, they can build acceptance and abiding intimacy

Seema Anand

Did you know that Kama Sutra'sentire
section on love and desire begins with
theassumption that lovers rarely have
matchinglibidos? Yet, today, oneof the
biggest myths about relationships is
that if twopeople truly love each other,
they will naturally want sex with the
same frequency and intensity. Lovers suffer in silence,
rather than face up to how their own experience is
nothing like this harmonic idea. As if to do so would
be to admit that their love islacking.

The myth, though, has little to do with the facts.
Most couples experience different levels of desire at
different times. It isn’t asignof failureorselfishnessor
lackof attraction. It'ssimplyapartof beinghuman. So,
stop expecting to experience desire in exactly the same
way. Do some straight talking. Not to change each
other’s desire - desire cannot be ‘forced intoalignment’
-butrather tounderstand how eachof youexperiences
it. And learn to work with those differences.

Libido is more than just biology. Hormones and good
physical health play an important role, but so dofactors like
stress, sleep, medication, body image, cultural conditioning
and, perhaps most importantly, pastexperiences. Sometimes,
what looks like low libido is simply that sex is not
pleasurable enough tolook forward to.

Many people, particularly women, have never been

v gives them pleasure.
Instead, we constantly try and fit into someone else’s
‘rules’ of desire, find ourselves endlessly lacking, and
then wonder why we can't get excited about an experience
that predictably leaves us feeling unfulfilled

When couples come to me with mi

i
Columnist based
in London

libido:

Tusually find that both people are hurting. The partner
with higher libido often feels rejected, while the
partner with lower libido feels pressured. Neither is
‘abnormal’ or ‘uncaring’. But, unfortunately with a
vocabulary that centres blame rather than
understanding, neither can explain what they
are experiencing. So, it ends up being the same
painful conversation, over and over again. You
feel turned on, you ask, “Should we?” They say,
“Notnow.” Whatyouhearis, “Theydon't want me.”

WOMAN IN THE YELLOW DRESS: By Tamara de Lempicka

But that is often not what they meantat all.

Kama Sutra reminds us that desire rarely begins in
the bedroom. It develops through the day, through playful
flirtations, conversations, and other shared pleasures.
Remarkably, modern research has reached a slml]ar

Formany desireis what
call ‘responsive’. It doesn’t necessarily begin because

oneof you vouare “in themood”, but rather

hecaer
UNSPOKEN

WE NEED TO HAVE

itgrowsin msponse to your parmer 's attention. Being

tof the blue, dready

feels pressure around sex, can make lhem tense rather

than aroused, and their “no" may simply be a response
tothat pressure, not arejection of you.

Instead of asking, “Why don’t you want
sex?” try asking what creates desire for them.
Or what makes them want it and what makes
them withdraw. Those conversations will get
you far further than arguing about frequency

ever will. Neither partner’s libido is more

normal or more correct than the other’s, they

are simply different. The challenge is learning how
those differences can coexist.

If yourlibido tends to be higher, there is absolutely
noneed for you tofeel guilt, but neither does every intimate
moment need to end in penetration. Because if every

i sex, it i N

pressure, a surefire way to reduce desire. If yourlibido
tends to be lower, understand and communicate what
helpsyoufeel it more. The more clearly you understand
each other’s needs, the easier it becomes to respond
with rather thanr

But perhaps the most important thing to remember
is that none of this is a one-time fix. Even if you began
with perfectly matched libidos, stress, medication,
pregnancy, aging, and the countless other shifts will
change that constantly. Desire changes, and how you
find your way back toeachotherisaconversationevery
couple needs to keep having, throughout their lives. As
Kama Sutra says, mismatched desire isn't evidence of
incompatibility, it's simply another skill that lovers need
tolearn, and practice throughout their lifetime.

The writer is author of Speak Easy: A Field Guide to Love,
Longing and Intimacy

Calvin & Hobhes

ENERY SATURDAY
MORNING 1S
THE Sam;

(3
WATCH CARIOONS AND EAT SUGARY
CEREAL UNTIL WE FIGHT, AND
THEN MoM THROWS US OUT OF
THE HOUSE. 1T NEVER CHANGES

Sacredspace
Every child
comes with
the message
that God
isnotyet
ouraged
of man.

Tagore

God Is Our Psychological Holy Grail

Sumit Paul god. Calling god beyond the cycle of birth
and death is a weak explanation for its
y should we believe in god? supposed perennial presence, As rational
Shouldathinkingmindbelieve  beings, we should not be content with
ingod?Thisisa fa]lacy of the soothinglullabies but rather strive fora
majority. Inthe lief ingod.two  deeper i f the world
fallacies play a vitalrole: The Fallacyof ~ inordertonavigate it with 0] 3),&‘
Majority and Fallacy of Duration. Our intellect and curiosity.
belief in god stems from the majoritarian Believing inanamorphous
belief, which i ldast ion. called god,
i god came into bei without questioning, isnot

primitive humans’ survival necessity.
The human mind has a proclivity to

bedrawn toabstractions. God isa clever
abstraction for which believers don't have

tooffer ‘concrete’ and irrefutable evidence.
It's becauseof thisabstractattribute that
god has somany forms. There’s no palpable
concreteness in the origin and existence of

asignof anevolved mind.
Ernest Hemingway aptly
said thatevery thinking
person isan atheist. The human brain
isvery complex. It createsa defence
mechanism in the form of animaginary
divine or supernatural

three instincts in the fabrication of god.
These three instincts are survival,
i ial, and i According

because life form:
that enable them to survive and thrive. And
collectively, when thi: aeons,

towell supported theories, we are perpe-
tually i m searchof a Holy Grail, and godis

plans, patterns, and purposes emerge. No
godsare necessary for this to unfold.

Holy Grail. helping us meetdeath
anxiety, comforting us when our
relationships are in doldrums
4" and tuning our minds for
patternrecognition.

The human brai

)

life, nor istherea future
life. You’ve thislife, which you must use
and utilise sans god. Moreover, we've been
fighting in the name of god since time
immemorial. If god doesexist, why doesn't
itintervene and stop bloodshed?

THE SPEAKING TREE startsbelievinginlies that it

concocts. God is mankind’s
evolutionary bias, which started appearing
likea reality. Now belief in god has assumed
the form of an axiom. For most of us, god
isanaxi ictruth. We must

Ttdoes this for survival. We invest our

and accept that evolution is not random,

mankind's evolutionary developments
and ascensions. Let usaccept
them gleefully.

Thearticleisa response to Hasmukh
Adhia’swrite-up, ‘Why should we not
believein God' (July 14)

Views expressed are personal
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Editor’s
TAKE
India’s economy feels
the heat of a distant war

The latest economic data suggest that geopolitics
is once again becoming a decisive force shaping
India’s macroeconomic outlook

Four numbers landed within days of each other this month,
and together they tell a sharper story than any one of them
alone. The rupee has pushed back above 96 to the dollar.
Retail inflation jumped to 4.38 per cent in June, breaching
the RBI's 4 per cent target for the first time in 17 months.
The trade deficit widened to a five-month high of $30.4
billion. And the RBI, having just paused in June, is now
facing market chatter about a rate hike as early as August.
Individually, each is explainable.

Together, they describe an economy absorbing a shock it
did not create. That shock has a name: the renewed war
between the US-Israel coalition and Iran, and the periodic
closure of the Strait of Hormuz, through which a fifth of the
world’s oil moves. Brent crude, which had drifted back
towards $70 a barrel as an earlier ceasefire held, has
jumped back above $85 after fresh strikes and tanker
attacks reopened the conflict. For an economy that imports
roughly half its oil from the Gulf, that is not an abstract
geopolitical headline-it is a direct hit to the import bill, the
currency and the price of everything that moves on diesel.

The trade numbers show this plainly. Merchandise
imports rose 31 per cent year on year in June to $70.8
billion, with petroleum imports alone running well above
pre-war norms. Exports grew too, a healthy 15.5 per cent,
but could not keep pace, especially with shipping through
Hormuz disrupted. The result is a current account under
growing pressure, with economists now pencilling in a
deficit near 1 per cent of GDP for the fiscal year.

The inflation print carries the same fingerprints. Fuel
pass-through from May’s petrol and diesel price revisions,
layered on to a sharp run-up in vegetable prices, pushed
food inflation to 5.32 per cent. Core inflation has stayed
comparatively tame, which is the one genuinely reassuring
detail in this data set-this looks more like an imported cost
shock than demand-side overheating.

That distinction matters for the RBI, which now faces a
harder version of the choice it ducked in June. Growth is
still projected at around 6.6 per cent, and the central bank
would rather not choke it off with a hike aimed at a price
shock that may partly unwind if the ceasefire holds. But,
having just missed its own target, and with economists split
between an August pause and the start of a hiking cycle,
the RBI has little room left to sound relaxed. None of this
yet amounts to a crisis.

Reserves are substantial, the RBI has been intervening in
both spot and forward markets, and corporate hedging has
hit record levels. But the four indicators are correlated, not
coincidental, and they share a single upstream cause that
India does not control.

The honest reading is not panic, but vigilance: the next
real test is not this month’s data, but whether the Strait of
Hormuz stays open long enough for these numbers to
prove temporary.

Monks perform rituals during the annual Rath Yatra in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.
PHOTO: PTI
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WANGCHUK'S HUNGER STRIKE
INTENSIFIES PRESSURE ON THE CENTRE

Activist Sonam Wangchuk has

rejected repeated appeals to end

his indefinite hunger strike,

asserting that he will continue

his protest until the Centre

initiates meaningful dialogue.
He also revealed that some

supporters had approached the

courts seeking directions to over alleged irregularities in the

ensure that he resumed eating. ~ NEET examination. The

While that he or has called for a

was feeling physically weak, march to Parliament on July 20,

Wangchuk urged supporters to coinciding with the opening day

participate in large numbers in of the Monsoon Session.

the proposed “Chalo Sansad" The proposed march is

march to Parliament on July 20.  expected to intensify political
Appealing to schools, colleges  attention on the issue and could

and universities, he described place additional pressure on the

the protest as an opportunity Centre to respond to the

for students to witness protesters’ demands. The coming

democratic processes first-hand  days are likely to test the

and better understand how government's handling of the

peaceful public movements agitation.

function in a democracy. BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI
He expressed hope that young

people would actively
participate and learn from the
experience.

The Cockroach Janta Party
has been protesting at Jantar
Mantar, demanding the
resignation of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan

Please send your letter ta the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

Sardar Teja Singh Samundri:
A colossus of Sikh awakening

A century after his martyrdom on July 17, 1926, remembering the man whose quiet courage and
unwavering principles reshaped the Sikh panth

) SARDAR
MANJINDER
SINGH SIRSA

When the name Sardar Teja Singh Samundiri is spoken, it
evokes not merely a political figure but a towering moral
force whose life reshaped the spiritual and political land-
scape of the Sikh Panth. The Teja Singh Samundri Hall, at
the heart of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) in Sri Amritsar Sahib, stands as a singu-
lar testament to his stature. He remains the only individ-
ual in the SGPC's hundred-plus-year history to have an insti-
tution named after him, a distinction earned not through
wealth or political manoeuvring, but through the moral
gravity of his character.

Early life
Born on February 20,1882, in Rai Ka Burj village, Tarn Taran
district, to Deva Singh and Nand Kaur, Teja Singh emerged
from peasant roots in the heartland of Punjab. His formal
schooling ended at the primary level, but he possessed pro-
found mastery of Sikh religious texts and historical tradi-
tions. His three-and-a-half years of service in the British
Indian Army, rising to the rank of Dafadar in the 22nd Cavalry
il instilled in him the organisational discipline and
tactical acumen that would later revolutionise Sikh polit-
ical mobilisation.

Building the Sikh future

Long before “nation-building” became a common phrase,
Teja Singh Samundri held to a simple truth: education is
the foundation of spiritual and social emancipation. He
established two institutions of Khalsa learning: Sri Guru
Gobind Singh Khalsa High School in Sarhali, Amritsar dis-
trict,and a Khalsa Middle School in his native village. Under
his initiative, the Khalsa Diwan Bar, a federation of edu-
cational and social welfare societies, grew into a network
ofschools across the Sandal Bar region of Lyallpur district,
educating generations of Sikh youth in both modern knowl-
edge and Gurmat principles. He was also among the found-
ing architects of the Akali daily newspaper, recognising that
the Sikh renaissance required both institutional power and
the power of the written word to awaken consciousness
across Punjab.

Founding the SGPC

In 1920, Teja Singh Samundri became a founding member
of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, at a
time when Sikh gurdwaras lay under the grip of corrupt
mahants who had become collaborators with the British
colonial power. He was renowned for spearheading the
non-violent Gurdwara Reform Movement against mahant
control of Sikh shrines under British rule. He consistently
refused formal authority, believing that movements
decay when individuals overshadow institutions. This prin-
ciple of “Institutional Humility", the subordination of ego
to organisational mission, became the philosophical
foundation of his entire life’s work. According to Master Tara

Singh, he was “a complete Gursikh”, one who believed cred-
ibility began with personal restraint and leadership with
moral example.

Teja Singh’s commitment to equality was not rhetori-
cal. In villages around Amritsar and Tarn Taran, he chal-
lenged caste barriers by inviting Dalits to draw water from
common wells and serve him publicly, an act of quiet social
revolution in early twentieth-century Punjab. In an era when
such gestures could invite severe social ostracism, Teja
Singh’s direct action against caste discrimination demon-
strated that Sikh theology was not merely spiritual poetry
but a blueprint for radical social transformation.

Morchas and mass movements

Even before these movements, in 1914, when the British
government attempted to demolish the boundary wall of
Gurdwara Rakab Ganj Sahib in Delhi, Teja Singh Samundri
led a hundred-member jatha in fearless, peaceful protest,

ditional release on multiple occasions but
steadfastly refused to compromise on his
core principles. By 1923, his stature was
such that he was chosen as one of the
Panj Piaras to initiate the kar sewa of the
Golden Temple sarovar, the first such
service since 1842. When he and eleven
companions, including Master Tara Singh,
refused conditional release, public
outrage forced the unconditional release
of the remaining prisoners. The British
then attempted to divide Sikh unity
through elections, a strategy that back-
fired when a wave of sympathy swept
Punjab and Samundri's group secured an
overwhelming popular mandate.

While imprisoned in Lahore Fort, Teja
Singh Samundri, alongside Master Tara
Singh, Bhag Singh, Gurcharn Singh and
Sohan Singh Josh, studied each clause of
the Gurdwara Bill presented by Governor
Malcolm Hailey. The Bill met all the Akali demands and was
signed into law as the Sikh Gurdwaras Act on July 28,1925,
by the Viceroy of India, legislation that bears the fingerprints
of Teja Singh Samundri’s principled negotiation and intel-
lectual leadership.

On July 17, 1926, while still imprisoned in Lahore Fort,
Sardar Teja Singh Samundri attained martyrdom follow-
ing a heart attack. Master Tara Singh later wrote that
Samundri did not become a martyr in death; his entire life
was one of martyrdom. He described a man marked by
sewa, love, devotion, wisdom and fearlessness, one
without enmity, who gave away what he possessed before
keeping anything for himself. For him, sacrifice was notan
event but a lifelong condition.

A century on

The Gurdwara Reform Movement 0f 1920-1926 stands as
one of history's most successful non-violent mass

the colonial itiesto their des-

ions, and Teja Singh Samundri was arguably its

ecration. His moral authority was such that even imperi-
al power bent before it. When the British locked away the
keys to the Golden Temple's treasury, he mobilised thou-
sands of Sikhs in Chabian Da Morcha, the Keys Agitation
0f1921-22, accepting il rather than issi

In the subsequent Guru Ka Bagh Morcha 0f1922, as unarmed
Sikhs faced the brutality of British lathis while chanting
“Satnam Waheguru", Teja Singh Samundri stood as a philo-
sophical and spiritual pillar, demonstrating that non-vio-
lence is not weakness but the ultimate expression of spir-
itual power. When the SGPC faced a financial crisis that
threatened its legal appeal to the Privy Council, falling short
by 75,000, Teja Singh mortgaged 50 acres of his own ances-
tral land to bridge the gap. When the case was won after
his death, his family refused reimbursement. In an era when
public life is often shadowed by private gain, this episode
stands in stark moral contrast.

Imprisonment and martyrdom

On October 13,1923, Teja Singh Samundri was arrested along
with 58 other Akali and SGPC leaders by the British gov-
ernment on charges of “waging war against the King-
Emperor”. Imprisoned in Lahore Fort, he was offered con-

philosophical and moral spine. He converted what could
have been a sectarian dispute into a paradigm of demo-
cratic governance, showing that moral authority, disci-
plined organisation and unwavering principle could over-
come imperial coercive power. In an age of performa-
tive politics and impatient leadership, Sardar Teja
Singh Samundri reminds us that quiet courage, sustained
integrity and institutional vision can leave a deeper
imprint than public noise. His was not a life of specta-
cle, but of conscience, and that is why it still speaks.

The Teja Singh Samundri Hall stands as his monument,
but his true memorial is written in the democratic insti-
tutions he helped create, the dignity he restored to mil-
lions of Sikhs, and the template he provided for how spir-
itual awakening can become a force for social and polit-
ical transformation.

He remains, in the hearts of
the faithful, an eternal beacon
for all who believe that con-
science is the highest author-
ity, and principle is the truest
power. Sat Sri Akal — Victory
to Truth Eternal.

The writer is Minister of
Industries, Food &
Supplies, and Environment,

Forest & Wildlife,
Govemment of the National
Capital Temritory of Delhi

The meaning of ownership

SANJAY
CHANDRA

2ND OPINION

Itis now more than twelve years since | stepped away
from my techno-managerial career to pursue passions
| had long postponed. It had been a professional
journey of three decades, one that taught me
many lessons which continue to shape the way I look
at the world.

During my early years, | believed that | could accom-
plish much single-handedly. Fortunately for me, | soon
realised the folly of that thinking. No individual is an
island of excellence. Leading large teams meant learn-
ing that success comes from helping others take respon-
sibility for their work.

Like many of my contemporaries, | often lamented
what we saw as the erosion of ownership among younger
professionals. Others, however, challenged that assump-
tion. | still remember a senior colleague from my

early years in Railways who had risen through the
ranks. He would often remark that many of us in
leadership had, in fact, contributed to this decline. During
his years as a supervisor, he and his colleagues
considered it a reflection on their own capabilities if a
senior officer even felt the need to visit the site during
a service disruption.

1 did not recognise it then, but that lesson had quietly
taken root, influencing many decisions | would make in
the years that followed. A young engineer working with
me had made an error in his calculations, costing us an
important contract. I had two choices. I could reprimand
him, or I could ask him to learn from the mistake and
move on.

I chose the latter. A friend later remarked that | had
allowed the young engineer to retain his confidence
while accepting responsibility. A sense of ownership
evolves when people are encouraged to accept the con-
sequences of their decisions without fear of blame.

The years since have made me more observantof both
people and myself. | no longer complain that people lack
ownership. What concerns me today is that we may have
changed the very meaning of the word. | find people spit-
ting on roads and even on our society lawns. | recall a
gentleman who felt my wife had overstepped her bound-
aries by suggesting that he carry a cloth bag from home
instead of demanding a plastic bag from the neighbour-
hood shop.

| also encounter residents who believe that living in

asociety for many years gives them the right to occupy
common spaces with their household belongings. Each
incident appears trivial in isolation. Together, they reveal
how the meaning of ownership itself has begun to
change.

Looking back, | realise that ownership meant some-
thing very different during my professional life. It
meant accepting responsibility for one’s actions and
understanding how they affected the larger ecosystem.
Ownership was measured by the willingness to ask, “How
will my decision affect everyone else?"

Today, | feel we have replaced that understanding.
Ownership isincreasingly interpreted as entitlement-the
right to conveniences, facilities, and privileges-without
an equally strong sense of responsibility for how our
actions affect those around us.

This quiet shift is no longer merely one of civic sense
or courtesy. It is a deeper misunderstanding of what
ownership truly means. Whether it is an organisation,
a residential community, or the planet itself, every
ecosystem flourishes only when people accept owner-
ship of their responsibilities rather than merely assert
their entitlements.

Perhaps it is never too late to rediscover that owner-
ship begins not with what we claim as ours, but with
what we willingly accept as our responsibility.

The writer is a founder of Kala - Krazy About Literature And Arts,
is an author, speaker, coach, arbitrator, and strategy consultant

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

India’s hydrogen rail leap

India is entering a new phase of development driven
by technology, self-reliance, clean energy and public
welfare. Indian Railways has become a symbol of this
transformation, modernising its network while improv-
ing passenger experience and reducing its environmen-
tal footprint.

A major milestone in this journey is Haryana's |ind-
Sonepat hydrogen train project, the country's first hydro-
gen-powered train on a broad-gauge route. Designed
and manufactured entirely in India, the project demon-
strates that the country is no longer merely adopting
technology but also developing it.

Built at a cost of about ¥141 crore, the train will operate
on the 89-km Jind-Sonepat section, offering a cleaner
alternative to diesel-powered trains by significantly
reducing carbon emissions. Supporters view it as a more
economical step towards railway modernisation than
high-speed rail, arguing that it upgrades transport infra-
structure at a fraction of the cost while delivering tan-
gible environmental benefits.

Critics, however, question its scale and pace of imple-
mentation. Nevertheless, the project reflects the
broader national vision of Viksit Bharat, Atmanirbhar
Bharat and Green India.

RS NARULA | PATIALA

Politics over farmers’ lives

The ongoing Bidadi township controversy in Karnataka
exposes a disturbing display of political opportunism.
The Karnataka Government continues to push the pro-
posed ¥18,133 crore township project, which threatens
nearly 6,500 acres of fertile farmland and around 10 lakh
thriving trees.

The project has drawn widespread criticism for treat-
ing the lives and livelihoods of nearly 3,500 agrarian fam-
ilies as mere collateral damage in a toxic political turf
war. Both the ruling party and the Opposition have
allegedly weaponised the 485-day-long protest for elec-
toral advantage rather than addressing the genuine con-
cerns of affected farmers. This is not urban planning;
it is predatory land acquisition disguised as develop-
ment. Reducing the livelihoods of thousands of dairy

Clearing the justice backlog

One of the most glaring weaknesses of India’s democra-
cy is its painfully slow justice delivery system, reflected
in the mounting pendency of cases. More than 5.8 crore
cases are pending across courts, imposing an estimated
economic cost exceeding 2 per cent of the country’s GDP.

To address this challenge, Chief |ustice Surya Kant has
launched a focused initiative to dispose of long-pending
matters through four special benches sitting on Tuesday,

and Thursday, as "non-miscella-
neous days".

In the Supreme Court's practice, Mondays and Fridays
arereserved as “miscellaneous days” for fresh filings and
preliminary hearings. By freeing these four benches from
routine admissions, the court aims to devote uninterrupt-
ed judicial attention to its oldest pending cases.

and coconut farmers to a legacy dispute polit-
ical dynasties is deeply disturbing. Development
cannot come at the cost of destroying fertile agricul-
tural land, livelihoods and ecological balance. The state
government must immediately halt the proposed
land acquisition, engage in meaningful dialogue with
stakeholders, explore viable alternatives and ensure that
people's welfare takes precedence over unchecked
urban expansion and concrete jungles.

VLIAVKUMAR H K | HYDERABAD

the Supreme Court has become increasing-
lyaccessible through e-filing and virtual hearings, leading
to a steady rise in fresh cases, which now stand at an
unprecedented 75,402. As Justice Kant observed, clearing
old cases is essential to restoring public confidence in the
justice delivery system and upholding the constitution-
al promise that justice should never be defeated by the
passage of time. Reducing pendency remains central to
ensuring timely and meaningful justice.
VASH PAL RALHAN | JALANDHAR
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From population explosion
to population decline

With fertility falling below the replacement level and states like Andhra Pradesh offering cash incentives for a
third child, India is confronting a very different reality — how to manage an ageing society, a shrinking workforce
and a shifting political balance before it becomes old without becommg rich

At Independence, India
had only 360 million
people, and the popula-
tion was multiplying
fast, with a total fertili-
ty rate (TFR) of about 6.
Today, the population
has swelled to 1.45
billion, but the average
TFR is down to only 1.9,
2 below the replacement
GOVIND level of 2.1. The TFR also
BHATTACHARJEE shows wide regional

variations: from 1.2 in
Dethi and 1.3 in Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal to 3.0 in Bihar, 2.9 in Meghalaya,
2.4in UP, and 2.3 in |harkhand, the only states with a
TFR above the replacement level. In these states too,
fertility has been coming down, albeit slowly. With only
2.4 per cent of the world’s landmass, India accounts for
18 per cent of its population. Only a few years back, states
like Assam and UP were contemplating punitive mea-
sures against families with more than two children, and
many states still have a two-child policy in force, includ-
ing Telangana, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Odisha and
Uttarakhand. They penalise members of families with
more than two children in some way, sometimes debar-
ring them from contesting local elections and some-
times denying them government benefits or employ-
ment. Now the clock is turning full circle-in May 2026,
in Andhra Pradesh, Chandrababu Naidu announced a
payout of 230,000 to couples who have a third child.
Evidence from across the world suggests that such
incentives barely work in encouraging couples to opt
for more children.

According to most estimates, India's population will
peak around 2050 at about 1.6 billion and then fall as
fastas it grew, to only 1 billion by the end of this century.
Given our labour force participation rate of about 43
per centand our median age of29, it means our labour
force will continue to grow for another 30 years or so,
after which the demographic dividend will taper
away. Thus, there may not be enough time for India to
become a rich country unless growth remains steady
at 8 per cent for the next three decades, a near impos-
sibility. Just as China, South Korea and [apan are now
trying to arrest their fast-declining populations, which
are causing them anxiety, India is also getting worried
that it will become old before it can become rich.

The worries are visible among the southern states,
which have the lowest TFRs. Kerala has a little less than
a fifth of its population covered under some form of
pension against the national average of 12 per cent; it
has now opened a “Department for Ageing”. Itis already
closing schools and importing workers from outside.
Other states are also catching up. Demographic theo-
ries teach that low fertility starts only when a country
reaches a per capita income of around $7,000 in pur-
chasing power parity (PPP), and women become edu-
cated and join the labour force, when they have a deci-
sive voice in the family and want to balance work with
childbearing and child-rearing. India's PPP per capita
is almost double this threshold, and the falling fertili-
ty may reflect a surge in girls' enrolment in school since
the 1990s. But 90 per cent of Indian women get
married and only 33 per cent work, yet the TFR has been
falling. Gen Z clearly seems to prefer dogs over kids.

Parents today prefer quality over quantity-the pro-
portion of children in fee-paying schools rose from 31.7
per cent in 2015 to 38.8 per cent in 2025, and even in
poorer states like Bihar and UP, this trend is visible. Also,
about 70 per cent of Indians live in nuclear families due
to urbanisation and labour market demands, which dis-
incentivise larger family sizes. Further, Indian parents’
obsession with a boy child also seems to be weaken-
ing,and many parents are now content with having only
a girl. The Economist points out that parents' thinking
is also reinforced by culture, which in turn is shaped
by changes in technology and access to information
through the deep penetration of smartphones in rural
India. The combined impact is that “having fewer chil-
dren has become aspirational”. Contraction in popu-
lation is now beyond any dispute; the only question is
how to manage it.

The declining TFR is already causing social, econom-
ic and political strains. Southern states have always
relied on labour from the northern and eastern states
like Assam, UP, Odisha and Bihar, traditionally in
hotels and restaurants. Now migrants are increasing-
ly providing workers for factories, construction, care-
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giving, nursing, warehousing and logistics, food delivery, e-
commerce, domestic work and security jobs. Southern
states cannot possibly survive without migrants, but higher
migration has the potential to create resentment among the
local population; there are already complaints in some states
about the influx of outsiders who cannot speak the local lan-
guage, as seen in demands in Karnataka for greater use of
Kannada in workplaces and on public signage. Rapid popu-
lation growth in cities such as Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad,
Kochi and Coimbatore is also creating pressure on urban infra-
structure, affecting the quality of public service delivery. Ten
per cent of Kerala's population are migrants, and there are
growing demands for low-cost housing and primary health-
care, which has forced the Kerala government to launch a
special health insurance scheme for migrants. Bengaluru has
grown from about 6 million people in 2001 to around 15
million today, and the strain on urban infrastructure is visible
in water scarcity, interminable traffic congestion, rising rents,
and increased pressure on sewage and public transport
systems. It is the same tale with other southern cities.

The strains are also visible in public finance: the last two
Finance Commissions have used the 2011 population instead
ofthe 1971 population as one of the parameters for determin-
ing the states' share, and the southern states have been the
losers, while the Hindi-belt states have gained on this account.
This has caused significant resentmentamong the southern
states, which feel they have been penalised for controlling
their populations.

Now the impending exercise of delimitation has turned into
one of the most politically sensitive issues, with the south-
ern states suspecting that they would be penalised forimple-
menting national family-planning goals, while the northern
states argue that democracy requires equal representation.
Both have valid logic: the current distribution of Lok Sabha
seats is still largely based on the 1971 Census, even though
India’s population has more than doubled since then. The
five southern states, with about 20 per cent of the popula-
tion today, account for 24 per cent of Lok Sabha seats while
contributing more than a third of the country’s GDP and a
disproportionately large share of its tax revenues.

A population-based delimitation would inevitably increase
the representation of the faster-growing Hindi-speaking states
while reducing the South's share of seats, giving it a much-
diminished voice and influence in central policymaking. To
resolve this imbroglio, the B|P came up with a formula for a
substantial expansion of the total number of Lok Sabha seats
so that every state would gain seats and none would lose in
absolute terms, but it could not be carried through for want
of the requisite parliamentary support.

The task before the government now is to balance the need
for equal representation with federal fairness through con-
sensus, so that no state feels left out. The stakes are enor-
mous, but India's federal compact has weathered difficult tests
before. There is no reason why a solution cannot be found
through consensus again.

Wangchuk brings Ladakh
to national centre stage

In the midst of the short-lived joy of the Ladakhis, with
the Union government reneging on some crucial clauses
ofthe agreementaccepted in principle after the May 22,
2026, agreement, educationist and climate activist
Sonam Wangchuk has given a new twist to the Ladakh
issue while adding grist to the Cockroach Janata Party’s
(CJP’s) youth-related issues. He has embarked on an indef-
inite hunger strike at Delhi’s Jantar Mantar, along with
six youth activists, to take the C|P's protest against repeat-
ed leaks of NEET and other examination papers to the
next level. Their sole demand is the resignation of
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan. It is a repeat
of what he did a few months back when he sat on an
indefinite hunger strike in the cold environs of Leh. His action not only rattled the admin-
istration from Delhi to Leh but also added a new dimension to the Ladakhis' agitation
for their political empowerment and the protection of their all-encompassing identi-
ty. The outcome was his arrest under the draconian National Security Act and his being
confined to the hotenvironment of a Rajasthan jail, only to be unconditionally released
after six months of incarceration, with the clear implication that the tag of being “anti-
national” did not stick to him. Wangchuk is brave and astute and carefully chooses his
words. He has shown remarkable determination not only in pursuing the Ladakh cause,
in the face of attempts by the state machinery to defame him, but also in joining the
bigger cause of Gen Z's sufferings due to the malfunctioning of the education system
and the government of the day simply looking the other way around. Notwithstanding
the opposition by some of his fellow Ladakhi leaders, though they are few in number,
and the state machinery being busy plotting moves to corner him, Wangchuk seems
to have crossed all hurdles with aplomb. There is no doubt that Wangchuk's presence
inthe P stir and his reiteration that education is central to the development of a society
and a nation has given strength to the movement, which has entered its second stage.
The people of Ladakh (Leh and Kargil divisions) have been fighting for their rights for
quite some time, the issue has caught the imagination of the national and internation-
al media only sparsely. This is despite the strategic and geopolitical location of Ladakh,
bordering China and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, with Central Asia not far away. Their
nationalist credentials have been reflected
repeatedly in both peace and war. No one can
question their role as the second line of
defence in every situation. Sitting at Jantar
Mantar, Wangchuk has been mostly speaking
about the concerns of students and youth in
line with the CJP’s narrative, but his very pres-
ence on a forum in the national capital, with
the eyes of the world riveted on the youth agi-
tation, brings the Ladakh issue-knowingly or
unknowingly-into the limelight. Perhaps he
chose the C|P route to silently present the issue
on the national platform.

By merging the student-led examination =i
protest with the long-standing campaign for Ladakh’s Sixth Schedule inclusion and state-
hood, he has turned a regional matter, albeit one of international significance, into a
mainstream issue. After all, the two issues have a common thread in the future of both
students and Ladakhis, with education being the vital link. And who better than the
renowned educationist and environmentalist Wangchuk, who landed at the Jantar Mantar
dharna after participating in an international environmental meet in Switzerland? As
more than a week has elapsed since the C|P started its second leg of agitation at the
same place following the Centre’s (read Prime Minister Modi's) reluctance to remove
the Education Minister, the administration has been handling the situation in a cool and
calculated manner, barring the disconnection of electricity and power supply and depriv-
ing the protesters of toilet facilities.

Earlier, the agreement with the Centre had raised hopes of Ladakh getting a mech-
anism to usher in people’s rule with an elected assembly spearheaded by a chief min-
ister-like mechanism. Presently, it is a centrally administered Union Territory, which came
into being on August 5, 2019, after the then state of Jammu and Kashmir was demoted
and divided into two UTs-Ladakh and Jammu & Kashmir. However, the hopes were short-
lived and belied after the Centre allegedly backtracked on the most important part of
the May 22 decisions. Nearly a month after their meeting with the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), representative groups from Ladakh-the Apex Body Leh (ABL) and the Kargil
Democratic Alliance (KDA)-upped the ante by observing a complete shutdown on June
23 to protest against the failure to incorporate key points agreed upon during last month's
meeting on the Union Territory's political future.

What has triggered the crisis again within such a short span, after hope had been
generated for lasting peace? And why? During the sub-committee meeting with the MHA,
the Centre reportedly agreed in principle to consider constitutional safeguards for Ladakh
under the provisions of Article 371. The proposal had the following key ingredients, among
other things: “A democratic structure for Ladakh featuring legislative, executive and finan-
cial powers.” “The bureaucracy, including the Chief Secretary, functioning under an exec-
utive led by the people of Ladakh.” These provisions went missing from the official minutes
released by the government after some delay. Ladakhi leaders asserted that, by omit-
ting these points, the Centre is employing delaying tactics and reneging on its promis-
es.In this backdrop, Wangchuk's arrival at Jantar Mantar to share the platform with C|P
activists has also silently given a new dimension to the Ladakh issue, besides raising
the profile of the agitation. In his interviews after starting his protest fast, he gave clear
indications that he was prepared for a long haul and that he was undeterred by pres-
sure coming from any side. There is no doubt that his commitment both to the Ladakh
cause and now to the cause of students and youth, with a thrust on rights and educa-
tion, is unflinching. His discourse, both in Ladakh and now in New Delhi, is devoid of
any political grandstanding, despite the fact that his detractors have been accusing him
of being guided by political ambitions. The fact of the matter is that he unsuccessfully
contested elections in the past and may be inclined to do so again in future. He is well
within his constitutional rights to do so. No issue in a vibrant democracy such as India
can be devoid of politics, and more so if the government or the ruling dispensation them-
selves are inclined to politicise issues in pursuit of electoral benefits, whatever the cost
may be, or to sit on false prestige. As Wangchuk has rightly said, the prestige of a gov-
ernment is enhanced if it admits its faults and is prepared to rectify the course in the
larger public interest. This is the ‘mool mantra’ that Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
his government should follow on Ladakh, the CJP and other issues conceming the people's

welfare. No matter that a lot of time has already been P ——
lost in dithering and clinging to false prestige.

War-induced momentum for energy self-reliance

Following the
peace agreement
between the US
and Iran after the
roughly three-and-
a-half-month-long
Gulf conflict, the
Strait of Hormuz-a
vital conduit for
massive crude oil
shipments-has
reopened. It is
worth noting that
the closure of the
Straitof Hormuz not only disrupted oil transit but
also caused a drastic surge in oil prices. Crude oil
prices, which hovered around US $70-80 per barrel
before the war, spiked to as high as US $126 per
barrel during the conflict. Although prices fluctu-
ated, they largely remained in the vicinity of US $100
per barrel. The public was affected not only by
shortages resulting from supply disruptions but
also by rising inflation worldwide, driven by
soaring oil prices, Even though the US is self-suf-
ficient in petroleum supplies, it was also not
immune to the impact of these high prices.
Against this backdrop, a global conversation-includ-
ing within India-began regarding the need to
reduce dependence on imported crude oil. The
primary question that arose was: Is fuel self-reliance
achievable?

Currently, India relies on foreign sources for
approximately 88 per cent of its crude oil and
imports 50 per cent of its gas requirements. The
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sudden shortage of these commuodities fol-
lowing the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz
impacted not only prices butalso business-
es ranging from small restaurants and road-
side tea vendors to gas-dependent indus-
trial establishments. Consequently, the
country began deliberating on how to
achieve self-reliance in fuel and energy.

The seven appeals Prime Minister
Narendra Modi made to the nation to con-
serve foreign exchange-such as using
public transport, carpooling and working
from home-directly pointed towards reduc-
ing the country's dependence on petrole-
um products. However, it must be under-
stood thatwhile we can save foreign exchange in
the short term by consuming less energy, energy
self-reliance is the only viable option for the long
term. Biogas can emerge as a significant alterna-
tive to petroleum gases. India possesses abundant
resources-such as cattle dung, agricultural residues
and household waste-that can be used to produce
biogas, yet we are currently utilising only about
5 per cent of this potential. Naturally, with concert-
ed efforts, biogas plants could be established at
the village or village-cluster level. This would not
only meetlocal fuel needs and reduce reliance on
imported gas but also significantly lower fuel costs.
Moreover, with minor modifications, vehicles
can also be made to run on biogas.

While petrol and diesel have long been consid-
ered indispensable for vehicles in the country, we
must recall that just a decade ago, India was facing
power shortages. Today, however, the entire

nation enjoys 24-hour electricity supply, and a
surplus of power is being recorded, especially
during off-peak hours. Concurrently, there has been
amassive expansion in renewable energy gener-
ation capacity.

Renewable energy capacity, which stood at a
mere 35 gigawatts in 2014, has now surpassed 200
gigawatts, with an additional 25 to 30 gigawatts
of capacity being added annually. Although rising
energy prices had previously motivated us to strive
forenergy self-reliance, the further price hikes and
supply disruptions caused by the war have accel-
erated these efforts. Thanks to the establishment
of substantial power generation capacity, India has
become virtually self-reliant in the energy sector;
in fact, we even generate surplus electricity
during off-peak hours. Increased incentives in the
form of subsidies for residential solar installations
have started boosting power generation capaci-

ty even more. The government is striving
to ramp up domestic production of solar
and wind energy equipment, which will
further enhance the potential for expand-
ing power generation capacity. Therefore,
the time has come to shift from petrol-and
diesel-powered vehicles to electric vehicles.
We can readily adopt electric buses, trucks,
cars and scooters.

This could lead to substantial savings in
petrol and diesel, thereby reducing depen-
dence on overseas sources and conserv-
ing valuable foreign exchange. Traditionally
in India, automobiles used to run on
either petrol or diesel and later on CNG. In
the last few years, the use of hybrid cars has also
increased, where fuel consumption is lower, as
vehicles run partially on petrol and partially on bat-
teries. In more recent times, the use of electric vehi-
cles has started increasing. The popularity of EVs
can be seen from the fact that, in June 2026, the
share of EVs in the scooter segment increased to
more than 10 per cent, while electric cars consti-
tuted nearly 8 per cent of total car sales, and this
has continuously been increasing over time.
Before the war, in January 2026, the share of elec-
tric cars in total automobile purchases was hardly
3.6 per cent. Beyond transportation, we can also
make greater use of electric cooking appliances,
such as induction cooktops. New developments
in research on nuclear power generation in the
country could further strengthen our energy
security. The government is giving a major push
to biogas production; furthermore, research and

development are facilitating the compression of
biogas, making its use in vehicles feasible. Such
experiments are already proving successful.
Overall, it can be said that while efforts towards
energy self-reliance were already underway, the
conflict between the US and Iran-and the result-
ing surge in oil prices and supply disruptions-has
provided a significantimpetus to this goal. We must
not allow this momentum to slow down. The
country needs to undertake comprehensive and
organised efforts to eliminate its dependence on
imported crude oil. Simultaneously, a shift in the
mindset of the general public is essential.
Entrepreneurs must be encouraged to invest in the
energy sector, and the active participation of young
people in research and development (R&D) activ-
ities must be ensured.

Developing an extensive charging infrastructure
is also imperative to popularise electric cars and
other electric vehicles across the country. Although
there is adequate electricity generation,
power supply is frequently interrupted in many
areas due to deficiencies in the grid system. The
government needs to make concerted efforts to
resolve this issue, Despite these challenges, none
of them are insur . With well-pl
policies, strong willpower and coordinated eﬁons.
India can drastically reduce its dependence on
foreign crude oil over the next decade. This is the
need of the hour.
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Indias chip bet
Govt must go beyond subsidies

Union Cabinet’s approval of the Rs 1.27 lakh

crore Semicon 2.0 programme and the Rs 62,500

crore Mobile Phone Manufacturing Scheme is

one of India’s most ambitious industrial policy

interventions in recent years. With a combined

outlay of nearly Rs 19 lakh crore, the government is sig-

nalling that semiconductors and electronics manufacturing

are no longer merely economic priorities — they are strate-

gic necessities in an era defined by artificial intelligence,
geopolitical rivalries and fragile global supply chains.

The timing could hardly be better. From pandemic-
induced chip shortages to export controls and the
recent disruption in helium supplies amid West Asia
tensions, overdependence on a handful of manufactur-
ing hubs has exposed the global semiconductor indus-
iry’s vulnerabilities. Nations such as the US, Japan,
South Korea and China are investing billions to secure
technology sovereignty. India cannot afford to remain a
passive consumer in this race. The country has a moun-
tain to climb for becoming a world leader: as per indus-
try estimates, the size of the Indian semiconductor mar-
ket was $45-50 billion in 2024-25, even as the global
market is projected to reach nearly $1 trillion this year.

Unlike its predecessor, Semicon 2.0 places greater
eemphasis on indigenous chip design, intellectual proper-
ty ownership, research and development, advanced pack-
aging, equipment manufacturing and talent development.
It'sawelc ytto nurture acomp iconduc
tor ecosystem. Also significant is the government's focus
on supporting Indian-designed and Indian-owned chips,
moving the country closer to becoming a product nation
rather than just a manufacturing destination. Ultimately,
India’s semiconductor ambitions will be measured not by
the size of its subsidies, but by its ability to build resilient
supply chains, foster innovation and create globally com-
petitive technology enterprises. Policy consistency and
faster project execution will be equally crucial. The real
challenge begins after the grand announcements.

Falling births

Avoid tomorrow's ageing crisis

IA’s demographic story has entered a new chap-
ter, and the Supreme Court is right to question the
continuing rationale of laws that disqualify people
with more than two children from contesting local

elections. Conceived when rapid population
growth was a pressing national concern, the two-child
norm now appears increasingly disconnected from the
country's changing demographic reality. The Supreme
Court's observations are backed by the latest demographic
evidence. The latest Sample Registration System Statisti-
cal Report 2024, released by the Registrar General of India,
shows that the national total fertility rate has fallen to 1.9,
below the replacement level of 2.1. Only six states — Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh
and Jharkhand — remain above the replacement level,
while Delhi (1.2), Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal (1.3
each) have some of the country's lowest fertility rates. Rur-
al fertility also continues to exceed urban fertility, highlight-
ing the uneven pace of demographic transition.

These disparities expose the limitations of a one-
size-fits-all population policy. Continuing to penalise
citizens for family size through electoral disqualifica-
tion is difficult to justify when much of India is grap-
pling with declining births rather than runaway popu-
lation growth. Such laws disproportionately affect
poorer and rural families, particularly women, while
curtailing democratic participation.

India's demographic dividend — a large working-age
population that can power economic growth —will not last
indefinitely. States with very low fertility must prepare for
ageing populations, labour shortages and rising social secu-
my burdens. Those wnh hj,gher fertility need sustained

ineds t nutritionand job cre-
atum to convert yuut.hful populations into productive
’human capital. The time has come toreplace outdated pop-
ulation-confrol measures with evidence-based, region-spe-
cific demographic policies. The population debate must
now move beyond controlling numbers to managing
demographic change with fairness and foresight.
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Ram Mandir theft tests Hindutva plank

Onus on Opposition to corner the BJP in the upcoming session of Parliament

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN
SENIOR JOURNALIST

HE history of Ayod-

hya's Ram Mandir

— one of India’s

most iconic places of

worship — is shroud-
ed in intrigue, communal con-
flict, opposing interpretations of
past chronicles and intra-reli-
gious as well as political rivalry.
The last aspect became more
pronounced as the temple
reshaped the country’s political
destiny, with the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
pulling the strings.

At the temple site stood the
Babri Masjid, constructed in the
16th century on the orders of the
Mughal Emperor Babur. It func-
tioned as a mosque, although
even then Ayodhya's Hindu
clerics spread the word that it
was built on Rama's “birth-
place”. To bolster the belief, an
idol of an infant Rama was
placed inside the mosque’s cen-
tral dome on the night of Decem-
ber 22-23, 1949, by Abhiram Das,
a sadhu of the powerful Nirmohi
Akhara, and his aides, signalling
avirtual takeover of the mosque,
which was then shut for prayers.

Decades later, an RSS-spon-
sored campaign led by the Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad (VHP) was
adopted and weaponised by the
BJP to counter “divisive” caste
politics in the Mandal era. The
Jjudiciary stamped the seal of
endorsement in 2019, declaring
the site to be a temple, 27 years
after the mosque was razed.

Few questioned the dubious
circumstances that culminated
in the appropriation and conver-
sion of a mosque site. The Oppo-
sition parties which ventured
into tricky terrain — the Sama-
jwadi Party (SP) was upfront,
while the Congress joined half-
heartedly — were eclipsed in the

ROW : The Shri Ram

elections that heralded the
arrival of the BJP as a major
force in the 1990s.

Months before the 2027
‘Assembly polls in Uttar Pradesh,
the epicentre of temple-mosque
polemics and clashes, it seems
that for once the RSS, the BJP
and the VHP are in a fix over an
episode ostensibly of their own
making. There is no Nehru,
Muslim community or the
Opposition to blame for the
alleged embezzlement of dona-
tions and theft of jewellery that
came to the temple as offerings
from Rama’s devotees.

1It's not that the temple project
was ever short of funds. Every
campaign that the VHP
launched in the prelude to its
consecration in 2024 saw money
and material pour in, but there
was never an insinuation of
malfeasance. Not until June 5
this year, when some temple
employees were caught by secu-
rity guards with cash in their
pockets. An employee accused
the State Bank of India (where
the money was deposited) staff
of miscounting the cash and
deleting the CCTV footage to
avoid being caught.

Things got murkier after San-
tosh Dubey, a former kar sevak,
alleged on social media that sev-
eral gold bricks that came as con-

Itseems that Modiand
Yogi can be counted
ontosalvage the
situation before the
UP Assembly polls.

tributions had disappeared. The
Sangh could not dismiss
Dubey’s voice. Vinay Katiyar,
previously a BJP big leaguer who
was the Faizabad MP and UP par-
ty chief, stated that while “thou-
sands had made sacrifices for
Rama”, money was never stolen.

In the tangled web of claims
and counter-claims that the tem-
ple was enmeshed in after the
“Pran Pratishtha” ceremony in
January 2024, the crux lies in
who now calls the shots in its
administration and functioning:
Delhi or Lucknow?

The Sangh-BJP’s dilemma in
framing a cogent and credible
response was reflected in a state-
ment by the UP Speaker, Satish
Mahana, in the Assembly on
‘Wednesday. Mahana remarked
that those who questioned “cor-
ruption” in the temple’s man-
agement had “put a question

Teerth Kshetra Trust is under scrutiny months before the UP polls. ant

mark over the entire Hindu com-
munity”, but added that he was
not defending the thieves.

The RSS finally soughttoputa
lid on the controversy as its gen-
eral secretary, Dattatreya Hosa-
bale, emphasised, “Tt is essential
to ensure that anyone found
guilty after the investigation
faces severe punishment.”
Those were harsh words, espe-
cially after the Parivar's long-
time savant, S Gurumurthy, who
chairs the Vivekananda Interna-
tional Foundation (a strategic
think tank), claimed in an article
that the Ram Mandir Trust's
“unprecedented actions also
clearly imply that this was a low-
level theft, not a high-level

of Rai and Mishra. Yogi — whose
mentor Mahant Avaidyanath once
spearheaded the temple Trust —
doubled down to steer the narra-
tive from the theft to Hindutva by
recalling the firing and killing of
kar sevaks during the rule of
Akhilesh  Yadav's father
Mulayam Singh Yadav in 1990. He
alleged that as CM, Akhilesh
allowed Muslims to recite prayers
ataspot close to the Ram Temple:;
he also accused the Congress, an
SP ally, of employing tactics to
delay the temple’s construction.

Amplifying or deflating an
issue depends as much on the
ruling establishment’s skill in
countering the charges levelled
against it as the Opposition’s
ability to inflate its campaign to
adegree where the party in pow-
er is ambushed. That hasn't
happened so far. Doubtless, the
SB playing for high stakes,
raised and sustained the theft
issue for a while, but when
Adityanath flagged Hindutva,
Akhilesh became defensive.

It’s not as if the Ayodhya region
is ano-go for the SP or the Opposi-
tion. The SP's Awadhesh Prasad
wrested the Lok Sabha seat from
the BJP in 2024; the SP also won
the Ayodhya Assembly seat in
2012, ending the BJP's long run.

The Opposition, especially the
SP and the Congress, faces its
first major test on the temple
theft issue in the monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament. Already
crumbling under pressure from
the BJP, some of the present and
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scam”. It was an attempt at
whitewashing the offence.

The Trust, which was headed by
a former PMO official and PM
Modi confidant Nripendra Misra,
ensured that two key members —
general secretary Champat Rai
and trustee Anil Mishra —
resigned once the needle of suspi-
cion pointed towards them.

While Modi, who saw to it that
the Trust was controlled by Delhi,
remained silent, CM Yogi
Adityanath swung into action. He
constituted a special investigation
team whose preliminary report
became the basis for the arrest of
eight persons and the resignations

being worked upon to support
the 131st Constitution Amend-
ment Bill, which fell through dur-
ing Parliament’s sitting in April.
The Opposition suspected that
under the guise of bringing in
women’s reservation in Parlia-
ment and the legislatures, the
proposed legislation would pave
the way for delimitation and ger-
rymandering of constituencies to
help the ruling party.

As of now, an objective assess-
ment from UP is that while the
BJP's credibility has been dented
by the temple theft, Modi and Yogi
canbecounted on tosalvage thesit-
uation before the Assembly polls.
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Rawalpindiriots

'WE have seen a copy of a representation submitted by Bhagat
Lachhmi Narain, Advocate, President of the Rawalpmdl B.-n
Association, to the Deputy C: issioner,

the disturbance at Rawalpindi as well as the manner in which the
police are investigating the cases arising out of the riot. We have
also seen a copy of Lhe statement sent by Sa.\dar Bahadur Mah.k
Mohan Singh, P
the secretary of the Conciliation Board inwhich he deals with the
question as to how far the erection of the cinema in a street
towards the back of the Jumma Mosque and the Sikh procession
can be held responsible for the deplorable riots that occurred a day
after the procession. Both these statements throw a flood of light
on the causes that led to the regrettable happenings at Rawalpin-
di, and go a long way to disprove the supposition that either the
building of the cinema or the Sikh procession was at all responsi-
ble for the riots. As to the cinema, it is pointed out that no objec-
tion was taken by any responsible Mussalman to its erection until
after the construction of the building. The lease of the site wasreg-
istered by a ‘Honorary Magi; ‘who is also Munic-
ipal Commissioner, and it was clearly stated in the deed that the
lease was being granted for the purpose of erecting a building to
be used for cinematograph shows.

The faith of crores of Ram devotees in the Ayodhya temple should remain unbroken. —battatreyatosabate

Lessons from
orderly Bhutan

Lr GEN Raj SUJLANA (RETD)

“The Last Shangri-La.” Peace, order and discipline define this
iny country. In stark contrast, West Bengal's Jaigaon, the
entrypoint, its a familiar: vded shops, chaotic traf-
ﬁc, stray cattle and dogs, stagnant water and an unpleasant smell.
nauuw lane lined with hawkers led us to the immigration pomL
wherea hecked
airconditioned corridor, courteous oﬁ’ﬂaals and an eﬂiuent unnugm—
tion usintoP
orderly and calm. Even the air seemed ﬁresher Asa pmud Indian, 1
could not help feeling somewhat diminished.

Smartly turned-out cops performed their duty professionally. Traf-
fic rules were strictly observed throughout our journey. Speed limits
of 25-30 kmph in towns and 50-60 kmph on highways were respected
without exception. Well-maintained footpaths and zebra crossings
made walking safe and pleasant. The moment a pedestrian stepped
onto a crossing, haﬂlc from both dJredJons stopped

Bhutan’ tothe it
Although government policy mandates a mlmmum forest cover of
60%, the country mam'ams nearly 70%. The lush greenery supports

birdlife, deli iasts. Spotting the now-
rare house sparrow brought back memories of the time when these
birds were common in Indian homes.

Cleanli: reflected both efficient ini i d strong civie
sense. Therewasnolitter, and waste bi
diligently. Garbage trucks followed fixed schedules, and residents
deposited their waste directly into them. The same sense of order
extended toreligious places, where devotees prayed qmetlym peace-
ful surroundings, free from lot orbeggars. any
disturbance usually came from tourists.

Comparisons can be uncomfortable, but they are sometimes
unavoidable. Returning to Jaigaon, we were greeted by noise and
chaos, with sewage flowing openly near a place of worship. It is often
argued that Bhutan's small population makes governance easier.
While that is frue, India possesses vast resources — it is the world's
fastest-growing major economy — and considerable administrative
capacity. Yet weak governance, corruption and poor civic sense con-
tinue to undermine our ial. It's telling that th Court
had to reaffirm that pedestrians have the right to use the footpath.

The annual monsoon exposes our shortcomings. Waste accumu-
lates in cities and hill stations, drains overflow and environmen-
tal degradation continues despite repeated warnings. Similar con-
cerns have been raised about irresponsible tourist behaviour in
ecologically fragile regions such as Ladakh.

Bhutan demonstrates that cleanliness, discipline and environ-
mental responsibility are not merely functions of size or wealth
but of governance, civic responsibility and collective will. Its
example offers valuable lessons. But are we keen to learn them?

The writer is ex-Commandant, Indian Military Academy

epaper.tribuneindia.com

3 different world lies across the border in Bhutan, aptly called

LETTER THE EDITOR

Making the government listen
Refer to ‘Bridge the divide’; Sonam
‘Wangchuk belongs to a rare breed of visionary
and patriotic social activists. Voicing the gen-
uine concerns affecting the nation in a self-sac-
rificing mode is his forte. His fast-deteriorating
health at Jantar Mantar — demanding a
revamped examination system and the fixing
of responsibility for transparent accountabili-
ty— does not deserve the apparent silence of
the ruling dispensation. Ideals of good gover-
nance must inspire our authorities to tran-
scend partisan interests. It is the duty of the
government to protect his life. His adherence
to and practice of Gandhian ideals merit our
Upholding theright 1dis-

Initiative for sailors’ safety

Refer to ‘Seafarers’ safety’; at a time when
geopolitical tensions in West Asia continue to
endanger vital shipping routes, New Delhi's
decision to place the safety and welfare of Indi-
an sailors at the forefront of its maritime strate-
gy is a positive step. Indian seafarers, who form
a significant part of the global maritime work-
force, find themselves at the centre of a crisis as
attacks on commercial vessels, missile strikes
and regional tensions threaten their safety and
livelihoods. The initiative also reflects India’s
growing recognition of the strategic importance
of its maritime workforce. As global trade
mcneasmglv depends on secure sea lanes, safe-
becomes not only a human-

sent in a democracy marks him as a mensch.
Let us save our mensches for posterity.
ABHYAM SHARMA, PATHANKOT

Govt can’t ignore Wangchuk
Refer to ‘Bndge the divide'; the government
huk’s protest
for educational reforms, instead of ignoring
him. The Cockroach Janta Party-backed
‘Wangchuk's hunger strike at Jantar Mantar
cannot be compared to other protests. It seems
that the government lacks the willingness to
talk to those who disagree with it. Wangchuk
has made his point about the NEET leak and
has drawn attention to the flawed educational
system so that it can be set right. Any meaning-
ful change will take patience and more commit-
B ThdvidiEs e ¥ dedicat

must notice of W

itarian priority but also a national one.
GREGORY FERNANDES, MUMBAI

Doctors’ competency affected

Refer to ‘Medical education gets a boost as
MBBS seats cross 1.36L mark’; the news is a
matter of serious concern and alarm rather
than applause. In a desperate bid to increase
MBBS seats, the government is dangerously
compromising the quality and competency of
doctors. The commercialisation of medical
education has affected the mindset of medical
students, making them more materialistic,
self-centred, without the values of sacrifice or
service. This has turned the humanitarian
aspect of medical service into a lucrative busi-
ness. Rather than increasing the number of

ed to causes that resonate far and wide.
MONA SINGH, AMRITSAR

Reviving Punjab’s lifeline

Apropos of “The chemical cocktail of Sutlej's
black, brown waters’; once the lifeline of Pun-
Jjab, the river sustained agriculture, trade, frans-
portation and il for cen-

seats, seri hall faced by medical edu-
cation must be addressed and revolutionary
reforms must be introduced before it is too late.

VITULL K GUPTA, BATHINDA

Private medical to benefit
Apropos of ‘Medical education gets a boost as

MBBS seats ross 1.36L. mark’; medical educa-
tiona ‘hing towards becoming the

turies. Today, however, it has been reduced to
carrying untreated municipal sewage and
industrial effluents. Equally worrying is the
drasticreduction in its natural flow. At least 4,000
cusecs of continuous water flow is required to
rejuvenate its ecosystem. Ensuring such a vol-
ume, with equitable sharing of river waters
among riparian states, is essential if this historic
river is to be restored to its former glory.

COL SS CHAUHAN (RETD), ZIRAKPUR

preserve of the elite as 18 new private medical
colleges are being established this year against
only seven government ones, The share of seats
in private medical colleges has been increasing
with each passing year. The government may
boast of increasing the number of MBBS seats,
but it is doing so at the cost of equity and merit,
as everyone cannot afford the exorbitant fees
charged by private medical colleges.

RAJESH GOYAL, CHANDIGARH

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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Faith, courage, service : Samundri’s legacy

TARANJIT SANDHU
LT GOVERNOR, DELHI, &
SAMUNDRI'S GRANDSON

ISTORY often remembers
movements through dra-
matic events and landmark
victories, but the individuals
who sustain those move-
ments through years of sacrifice are some-
times overlooked. Among the architects of
the Sikh Gurdwara Reform Movement,
few figures embodied perseverance,
humility and public service more com-
pletely than Sardar Teja Singh Samundri.
Nearly a century after his death in Lahore
Central Jail on July 17, 1926, his life contin-

e

UNMATCHED LEADERSHIP : Sikh leaders released unconditionally from
Lahore Jail on September 27, 1926, following the death of Sardar Teja Singh
Samundri, paid a moving tribute to their revered leader by placing his portrait
at the centre for their first group photograph. Master Tara Singh is seated on
the left of Samundri’s photo. CREDIT : TARANIIT SANDHU

activism but also on the ability to inform
and mobilise people. The mass leader
understood the importance of newspapers
and public discourse in challenging official
narratives and giving voice to communi-
ty concerns. His initiatives related to
publications connected to the reform
movement helped strengthen an emerg-
ing Sikh public sphere during a critical
period in Punjab's history.

Recognition from the community fol-
lowed naturally. In 1923, he was selected
among the Panj Pyare to lead the kar
seva for cleaning the sacred sarovar at
the Golden Temple.

The final chapter of his life revealed
the depth of his convictions. Even after
the passage of the Sikh Gurdwaras Act
in 1925, tensions between colonial
authorities and Sikh leaders did not
immediately disappear. Several promi-
nent Akali leaders remained imprisoned.
Officials sought written assurances from
detainees regarding future political activi-

3 a

ues to offer lessons in integrity
and devotion to the common good.

For Sikhs around the world, Teja Singh
Samundri occupies a special place in the
story of religious reform and community
self-governance. He was not merely a par-
ticipant in the struggle to reclaim Sikh
institutions from colonial influence and
mismanagement; he was also one of
the movement's principal organisers
and strategists. His contribution
helped shape the modern framework
through which Sikh religious affairs
are administered today.

Born in 1882 into a farming family in
Punjab, Teja Singh grew up in an envi-
ronment where faith, hard work and
community responsibility were deeply
intertwined. Like many young men of
his generation, he briefly served in the
British Indian Army. Yet his lasting com-
mitment was not to imperial authority
but to the values of the Sikh tradition and
the welfare of community.

The opening decades of the 20th century
were a period of profound challenges
across India. Political awakening, demands
for reform and resistance to colonial rule
were gaining momentum. Within the Sikh
community, concern was growing over the
management of many historic gurdwaras.
Institutions built through the devotion of
generations of Sikhs had, in numerous cas-
es, come under the control of hereditary
custodians whose administration was

ly viewed as unaccountable and
inconsistent with Sikh principles.

The demand for reform was therefore
about more than religious administration.
Tt was a question of accountability, commu-
nity rights and the protection of institu-
tions that carried immense spiritual and

istorical signi Themov that

1would ly transform Sikh
publiclife and Teja Singh Samundri would
become one of its most respected leaders.

His leadership became especially signifi-
cant during the creation of the Shiromani
G Parbandhak ~ Commi
(SGPC) in 1920. The SGPC represented a
historic assertion that Sikh institutions
should be governed by the Sikh communi-
ty itself rather than by private interests or
colonial patronage. Samundri played an
important role in building support for this
vision and helping establish structures
that continue to influence Sikh religious
administration to this day.

His i it was rated
repeatedly during major campaigns of
the Gurdwara Reform Movement. Dur-
ing the agitation concerning Gurdwara
Rakab Ganj Sahib in Delhi, Sikhs
protested against the demolition of a sec-
tion of the shrine's boundary wall by
colonial authorities. For many observers,
the dispute may have appeared adminis-
trative, but for the Sikh community, it
represented a challenge to religious dig-
nity and historical memory.

His understanding of service
extended beyond religious
reform. He recognised that

education would playa
crucial role in the future
of Punjab.

The successful campaign to restore the
wall became an early example of how
organised and disciplined resistance could
produce results. It was replicated in Guru
Ka Bagh and Chabiyan Wala Morcha.

What distinguished Teja Singh was not
only his public leadership but also his
willingness to make personal sacrifices
for the causes he believed in. Following
the Nankana Sahib tragedy and subse-
quent pressures placed upon the reform

. he d ial
financial risks in order to support Sikh
institutions and publications. On more
than one occasion, he used his own prop-
erty and financial resources to ensure
that legal appeals and community initia-
tives could continue.

His ing of service

tyand f governmer
conditions. Teja Singh Samundri refused
to compromise his principles in exchange
for personal freedom.

He remained in jail and died there at just
43 years of age. His death deprived the Sikh
community of one of its most capable organ-
isers at a pivotal moment in its history.

Today, visitors to the Golden Temple
complex encounter Teja Singh Samundri
Hall, a prominent reminder of his contribu-
tion. His passing drew tributes from lead-
ers across India’s political and religious
landscape. Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya, Swami Shrad-
dhanand and CF Andrews were among
those who recognised his contribution to
the Sikh reform movement and the wider
struggle for justice. Within the Sikh com-
munity, Master Tara Singh remembered

beyond religious reform. He
that education would play a crucial role in
the future of Punjab. At a time when educa-
tional opportunities remained limited for
many, particularly for women, he support-
ed efforts to establish schools and promote
learning. The creation of educational insti-
tutions, including at Sarhali (Tarn Taran)
and Lyallpur (Fai i with

himasa" Sikh' (complete Sikh),
while Bhai Vir Singh honoured him as a
"Param Pavitra Shaheed" (most holy mar-
tyr). Their words reflected the esteem in
which he was held by contemporaries
whose respect transcended political and
religious boundaries.

In an era when public leadership is often

his efforts reflected a belief that an
informed and educated community would
be better equipped to preserve its values
and shape its future.

Equally significant was his appreciation
of the role of public communication.
Reform movements depend not only on

by visibility and influence, Sardar
"Teja Singh Samundri reminds us of a differ-
ent standard. His legacy rests on the quiet
but powerful belief that institutions matter,
that principles are worth defending and that
meaningful change requires personal sacri-
fice. Nearly a century after his passing,
those lessons remain as relevant as ever.

Pvt defence sector has entered. Now comes the hard part

RISHI AGGARWAL
MANAGING DIRECTOR,
JCBL GROUP

DECADE ago, describing

India's private sector as a

meaningful force in defence

manufacturing required con-

siderable optimism. Today, it
requires only the facts.

The private sector now accounts for
23% of India's total defence production, a
record, and the third consecutive year of
growth. The Ministry of Defence has ear-
marked 75% of its modernisation budget,
amounting to Rs 11.15 million, for pro-
curement from domestic industries. The
private sector is no longer at the margins
of India’s defence story. It is structurally
embedded within it.

That is worth acknowledging clearly.
But it is also where the harder ques-
tion begins.

When we decided to enter the defence
sector, I'still remember the mix of excite-
ment and fear Our first big break-
through came when ADRDE, a laborato-

1y of the Defence Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO), entrusted
us with developing a Heavy Drop Sys-
tem — specialised parachute solutions
that are integrated with platforms to
support the aerial delivery of heavy mil-
itary cargo. As a partner, we took on a
challenge that had never been attempt-
ed in India before.

One phase that almost broke us came
after nearly six years of R&D and prod-
uct development, when it looked like the
project was slipping away to a foreign
company, even though its bid was almost
twice the cost of ours. It was heartbreak-
ing to see years of effort hanging in the
balance. But we stayed with it, kept
improving, and eventually delivered the
solution the Ministry of Defence was
looking for.

Growth built on policy access is real,
but long-term progress depends on how
effectively industry converts policy sup-
port into capability. Both the draft DAP
2026 and DPM 2025 reflect a clear intent
to strengthen private sector participation
by simplifying processes, expanding
opportunities and encouraging indige-
nous manufacturing. Together, these
frameworks have levelled the playing
field in ways that were unimaginable five
years ago. But a level field is not a capa-
bility. It is an opportunity. The two are not
the same thing.

The private sector’s first challenge was

B
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Private industry and public
defence establishments are
notin competition.

entry. That challenge has been met. The
second is far more demanding. Private
companies must now move from being
policy beneficiaries to being genuine sys-
tem builders. Procurement access alone
cannot make that transition happen.

It demands proprietary R&D, real
design authority over the platforms
and sub-systems a company produces
and the discipline to commit to a
domain across market cycles, not just
contract cycles. These commitments do
not yield returns within a single pro-
curement cycle.

Private industry and India's public
defence establishments are not in com-
petition. They are collaborators in a
shared national mission. The goal is to
build new capability, collectively, until
import dependence is no longera vulner-
ability India carries. The question is not
who gets the contract. The question is
whether the contract produces some-
thing only you can deliver.

And thatiswhere the uncomfortable truth
sits. Some companies entering defence
have been building towards genuine tech-
nical depth. Others have been optimising
for near-term order books, spreading across
too many domains without going deep
enough in any one.

Focussed players building capability in
defence sub-systems or specialised aero-
spact create a fund: -
ly different industrial asset than broad-

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

based contract manufacturers. They
build sovereign capability over time,
rather than filling a pipeline and moving
on.
India remains the world's second-
largest arms importer, accounting for
8.2% of global imports between 2021 and
2025. That figure sits alongside all the
progress. The policy architecture is
strong and the procurement momentum
is real, but import dependence at this
scale reflects a gap that reminds us that
the mission is still unfinished. Closing
that gap is not a policy problem any-
more, It is an industry problem and the
private sector must own it.

That ownership begins with a shift in
orientation: from contract-cycle think-
ing to capability-building thinking, and
from revenue growth as the headline
metric to design authority as the defin-
ing one. Revenue growth is encourag-
ing. Design authority is irreplaceable.
The companies that achieve both will
determine where this industry stands 20
years from now.

India's defence production reached Rs 1.54
lakh crore in FY 2024-25, its highest ever.
The long-term target is Rs 3 lakh crore.
The distance between those two numbers
is where this industry’s real work lives.

Reaching that target is not a procure-
ment challenge. It is a capability chal-
lenge, and it falls on the private sector
torise to it.
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Beyond Hype

he stock market’s romance with technological
disruption has once again collided with an inconvenient
reality: even the most visionary companies must
eventually be judged by their ability to generate
profits. The inary debut of SpaceX on the
public markets and the subsequent cooling of investor
enthusiasm offer a timely reminder that valuations built solely on
expectations can rarely escape scrutiny forever. Elon Musk has
long demonstrated an unmatched ability to attract capital by
persuading investors to hm intothe future rather Lhzm the
present. Tesla of the
industry. SpaceX revolutionised commercial space launches.
Starlink redefined satellite internet. It is therefore unsurprising
that public investors rushed to own a stake in a company seen as
erating at the intersection of aerospace, artificial intelli
and digital infrastructure. Yet the first month of trading has
exposed a familiar pattern. Investors initially priced the company
as a limitless technology platform rather than as a business with
substantial costs, uncertain earnings and ambitious revenue
projections. Once the excitement subsided, attention shifted to
‘more conventional questions. How quickly can revenues grow?
‘When will profits come? Can ambitious forecasts survive the
discipline of quarterly reporting? These questions matter because
financial markets are becoming increasingly vulnerable to
narratives overpowering fundamentals. The rapid ascent of
meme stocks in recent years demonstrated how social media,
celebrity influence and retail participation can drive prices
beyond cnnvcnuonal \nlmu(m metrics, Whl.lc SpaceX possesses
hip that disti it from
s shares are not immune to the
psychology that has repeatedly inflated and deflated market
expectations. The coming months are likely to prove more
significant than the spectacular opening weeks, Public
companies surrender a dq,ree of mystique once they begin
pub]mlung regular mrmng.s 1acu:|g andlysl suuunv and
Every l‘lunch delay, rcgulamn challenge, pricing decision or
acquisition will now be examined not (ml) for technological
significance but also for its impact on financial performance.
None of this diminishes SpaceX's remarkable achievements. It
remains the world's dominant commercial launch provider. its
Starlink constellation has established an entirely new
communications market, and its long-term ambitions continue to
influes nce the global space industry. Governments, defence
and e ial customers i ingly rely on
capabilities that few competitors can replicate. But market
Ieadership and market valuation are not identical concepts.
Investors often confuse technological superiority with
limitless financial returns, overlooking the execution risks that
accompany every ambitious expansion. History is replete with
companies whose innovations reshaped industries but whose
share prices fluctuated dramatically as markets oscillated
between optimism and realism. The recent moderation in
SpaceX's valuation should therefore be viewed neither as a
verdict on its future nor as evidence that its promise has faded.
Instead, it marks the transition from aspiration to accountability.
Ultimately, enduring corporate value is created not by excitement
surrounding a vision, but by consistently translating that vision
into earnings, cash flows and sustainable growth. The market's
next verdict will depend on SpaceX's ability to deliver these.

Perilous Passage

he Strait of Hormuz has long been described as the

‘world's most important energy chokepoint. It has now

become far more dangerous: the focal point of an

escalating contest over who can dictate the rules of
international commerce. The death of an Indian seafarer and
injuries to six other Indians aboard a UAE tanker underline that
the costs of this confrontation are no longer confined to military
calculations. Civilians who keep global trade moving are
increasingly paying with their lives. The latest exchange has
pushed the conflict into uncharted waters. Iran has
demonstrated that it is prepared to target commercial shipping it
considers hostile or non-compliant, wlulc the United States has
answered with renewed military strikes and the restoration of its
naval blockade of Iranian ports. Washington briefty proposed
imposing a 20 per cent charge on cargo transiting the Strait of
Hormuz before withdrawing the idea within hours amid
criticism and consultations with regional partners.

The swilt reversal underscores how even the world's foremost
military power cannot reshape the rules governing one of the
busiest international waterways without encountering political,
legal and diplomatic resistance, This proposal was remarkable
not merely for its financial implications but for the precedent it
sought to establish. International straits have historically
remained open to global navigation under established principles
of maritime law. A unilateral decision by any power to levy
charges for passage nﬁkcd lmnslormmo a sharcd mlernauundl
waterway into an arena is
Iran’s response is equally revealing, By insisting that it remains
the true guardian of the Strait, Tehran is asserting not simply
military capability but political legitimacy. The dispute is
therefore no longer about isolated naval incidents. It has become
astruggle over authority, deterrence and international
recognition in one of the world's most sensitive maritime
corridors. For India, the implications are immediate and
profound. Nearly two-thirds of India's crude oil imports originate
in the Gulf region, while thousands of Indian nationals serve
aboard merchant vessels operating through these waters, not all
of them on Indian-flagged vessels. Every escalation increases
both energy insecurity and the risks faced by Indian seafarers
who have no role in geopolitical rivalries. The loss of an Indian
sailor is a stark reminder that conflicts fought by states often
exact their heaviest toll on ordinary workers. The

Beyond parlours and boutiques

DashboardssuchastheSkill
IndiaDigital Hub currently
mabkeiteasytofindtheoverall
splitbetweenmenandwomen
foraschemeand comparatively
hardtofindthetrade-level
breakdownthatrevealswhere
therealgapsits. Making
trade-wise,gender
disaggregateddataastandard,
public, defaultoutput, not
somethingthatrequiresdigging
throughanannexure, would
makeitfarharderforascheme
toclaimprogressongender
equitysimply byenrollingmore

womenintoth handfulof
feminisedtrades

or years, the standard way to check

whether India’s vocational training

system was getting fairer towomen

has been to look at one number:
what shareof trainees inagiven scheme are
female. On that measure, the recent trend
looks like good news. Women now make up
56 per cent of all candidates certified under
PMKVY 4.0, the flagship short-term skilli;
scheme run by the Ministry of §
Development and Entrepreneurship, and
just over 60 per cent of those trained under
DDU-GKY, the rural scheme linked to job
placement run by the Ministry of Runl
D Readinisolation, these i

ic, 29 per cent in Plumbing, 34 per
centin Fitter, 3.5 per cent in Welder, and 4.8
per cent as Electricians. Meanwhile, trades
such as Embroidery, Fashion Design,
Dressmakingand Cosmetology are 931099
per cent female, not balanced participation
but near total occupational sorting in the
opposite direction.

The short-term schemes tell a similar
u look past the topline
gender split. Under PMKVY 4.0, women
make up 65 to 95 per cent of certified
candidates in Beauty and Wellness.
Apparel, Handicrafts, Food Processing
and Healthcare, but their share falls to
20 to 30 per cent or lower in Power,
Automotive, Plumbing, Logistics and
Mining, sectors thatare precisely where
India’sindustrial growth and highervalue
jok DDU-GKY mirrors

suggest the gender gap in India's skilling
system is closing, and closing fast.

Itisn't, and the reason becomes obvious
the moment you stop counting heads and
start asking which trades those heads are
sitting in. NITI Aayog’s Skill Development,
Labour & Employment Division has, in
passing, putouta working paper that makes
this distinction unavoidable.

Pulling together cumulative enrolment
and certification data from Industrial Training
lnsum\eb (U‘Isl PMKV \’ 40and DDU- (xKY

this:women dominate Apparel Made-ups,  tech and social

all. Counting heads without tracking trades
risks declaring victory on a target that has
not actually been met.

There is a second, less quantifiable cost.
Occupational segregation isn't a neutral
sortingoutcome; it is the product of pipelines
that start narrowing long before a young
woman ever applies to a training centre.

Independent assessments
of vocational provision under
the National Education Policy
2020 have already flagged
’ that the relatively few
governmentschoolsoffering,
certificate-based vocational
courses to gi girls concentrate

for SHGs a decade ago.

State-level experiments offer the clearest
evidence that trade level movement is
achievable, not theoretical. Odisha's Sudakshya
scheme, Wi thh pairs tuition waivers witha

lifted ULrls enrolment in government ITls
lmmdmund 7 percent in 2016- 2017 to over
22 per cent by 2022-2023, a near tripling
achieved by removing financial and
residential barriers, not through awareness
campaigns alone. Madhya Pradesh has
trained nearly 9000 rural women as masons
under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
Gramin housingSLheme(PMA\—(‘ putting
themto wurkm atrade that remains almost

entirely lumbashree

PRAVIN d]mos[enure]vnnmllcnng
KAUSHAL embroidery and b

trades, A\rge]_v because of

‘The writer is a weakinfrastructure, ashortage

oftrained faculty in technical

Beauty and Wellness and Healthcare, entrepreneur subjects,and uneven rollout
butbarely registerin Cq Capital ~ and P across states, not because
Goods, Power, Rubber and Plumbing,. Director girls lack the aptitude or

What this mea

isthatthescheme-level  (Eastern India)

interest in other fields.

gender ratio and the trade-level gender at WHEELS By thetimea young woman
ratioare telling two different stories, and Global walks into an ITI, the menu
policymakers, journalists and even Foundation of trades that feel

programme managers have largely been (
reporting the first one. A scheme can
report rising, even majority, female
enrolment every year wlule mdkmr., no

o' v 2026,

dLnlalallmu.u

shows lhdl women's apparnm

in short term schemes sits on top of an

almost total absence from technical and

industrial trades. The pmlure llnt emerges,
dtrade

that actually d whether women
end up in stable, well-paid. future facing
jobs or in the lowest paying corners of the
services economy.

by scheme, is not one of closing gaps but of
a skilling system efficiently sorting men
and women into separate, unequal tracks.
Start with ITls, the backbone of India's
long term vocational training system, lasting
oneto Lv\oycars and !he main plpelmc into

The ic stakes of getting this
distinction wrong are large. The IMF has
estimated that removing barriers to female
labour force participation in India could lift
national welfare by 35 per cent and economic
output by 12 per cent.

TheWorld Bankc«.paralcly estimates that
raising female participation ing

Ofthe roughly 44.8lakh candidates admitted
between 2019 and 2024, only 12.65 per cent
were womern. Brcak that down further by
stream, and women
account for barely 5.5 per cent of all engineering
trade admissions (electrician, fitter,
welder, plumber, mechanic), even as they
menin non-engi

alone could add about 9 per cent to India’s
output, and that if female labour force
participation across South Asia matched
that of men, regional GDP could grow by
anywhere from 13to 51 per cent, depending
on whether women also gain access to the
same high productivity roles and tools as
cx]sunﬂ wnrlu.ra

B ilton

such as fashion design, c y and
ecretarial practice. Trade by trade. the
engineering figures are stark: 2.7 per cent
female participation in Motor Vehicle

. karta Post

@ipravinkaushal

“available” to her has often
already been narrowed by
whatherschool offered, what
Bty ol e

WGF) and
tweets at

nelworkh \spushnd women into plumbing,
electrical repair, waste management and
facility management throughits all-women
construction and repair groups. None of
these is a large share of India's skilling
universe yet, but each demonstrates that
the binding constraint on women entering
technical trades is rarely aptitude. It is
infrastructure, stipends, safety, and whether
atraining pathway leads anywhere near an
actual employer.

If there is one practical takeaway from
reading this data closdx itis lhdl India’s
skill-reporting arc! eneedstochange

and what training centres
have built for her in terms of toilets, hostels,
and transport.

To its credit, the policy response in the
past two vears has started to target the
trade-level problem directly, rather than
chasing the aggregate number. The NAVYA
pilot, launched in mid-2025 across 27 districts,
equips adolescent girls aged 16 to 18 with
skills in genuinely non-traditional and
emerging trades (drone assembly, solar
photovoltaic installation, cybersecuri
CCTV installation, smartphone repair),
alongside alife-skills module covering safety.
communication and financial literacy.

what it surfaces by default. Dashboards
such as the Skill India Digital Hub currently
makeiteasytofind mg overallsplit between
lcomparatively
hard to find the lmde level hrenkdown that
re\ eals where the real gap sits. Making
de-wise, gender disaggregated data a
smnderLpubhr;ddaullmltpuanwmemm;,
that requires digging through an
would make it far harder for a scheme to
claim progress on gender equity simply by
enrollingmore women into the same handful
of feminised trades.
India’s demographic dividend has long
bccn lre\led as self-evidently linked to its

Recent tothe O
Safety and Health Code now permit women
towork night shifts across all sectors, subject
to consent and safety provisions, removing
along-standing legal constrainton women's
entry into manufacturingand logistics. And

genderdividend: women, more

growth. The data underlying this latest
isreal but

it dcpends on which trades women are

skilled in, not merely how many of them are

qkllled Cl loqmg that distinction in how

Indias vast SelfHelp Group k. which

that women moveintothe isectors
men currently dominate, not simply that
more women hold any skilling certificate at

now loseto 10 crore women. has
begun anchoring enterprises in solar panel
assembly, LED bulb production and sanitary

may turn out to matter
as lTlLth as any single new scheme aimed
at getting more women into training in the
first place.

The dangerous labeling of LGBTQ as a threat to national defense

residential Regulation No.111/2025

onthe national defense policy for

2025-2029 makes a highly

problematic move: it labels the

spread of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender

andqueer (LGBTQ) cultureasa “non-military
threat” to the nation.

Not only does this clash directly with

international human nvhts \(dndm!s

whether intentional or negligent, and  off foreign investment.

whether anmllted by rcgular citizens or

fundamental rights.

Ihm glanng Conlmduuan reveals a

In lact Article 28L12) of thc 1945

2

state off that y limits,
obstructs or strips someone of their basic
human rights.

Ironically, the very same
Presidential Regulation (on
pages 35-36) acknowledges
that human rights violations

but it effectively

dlld arcenlights state-sanctioned hostility
against LGBTQindividuals and the activists
whu stand by them.

This labeling contradicts Indonesia's
own legal definitions. Under Article 1(6)
of Law No. 39/1999 on human rights, a
rights violation is defined as any act,

to national defense.
The regulation explicitly
warns that violating citizens'

A Member

ANN

m| sund of the
constitutional rij inthe1945

Consti very
therighttofreed i ienc

Constitution. ;\rlic]e 281 paragraph 4
clearly dictates that protecting,
promoting, enforcing and fulfilling
humanrightsis theabsolute responsibility
of the State. and specifically the
government.

From a modern human nghla

which includes the freedom to express
thoughts and attitudes aligned with their
inner convictions.

On the world stage, the definitive
blueprint for these protections is the
Yogyakarta Principles. Adopted in 2007
right here in Indonesia, this landmark

document by 29world-renowned

dpoint, LGBTQi:
through the framework of scxunl
enderidentity ar

legal experts from 25 countries, including
heavyweights like former United Nations

rights erodes public trust,

donesiasi i ding sparks
social unrest, triggers mass protests and
ultimately stalls the economy by scaring

Letters To The Editor | EJeditor@thestatesman.com

Temple theft

Sir. Apropostoday's editorial “Trustand
Temple” on allegations of theft of offerings
atthe -\x,odh\m Ram Temple, embezzlement
inIndian temy ly Spans two main

extend well beyond the region. Oil prices have already reacted,
and sustained uncertainty will inevitably feed inflation, disrupt
supply chains and complicate economic recovery across
energy-importing nations. Governments that hoped the earlier
ceasefire had restored stability must now confront the reality that
maritime security remains deeply contested. Military superiority
alone cannot secure one of the world's busiest shippmg. Lme;
Nor can claims of i restore c el
among traders and insurers. The Strait of Hormuz requires
internationally accepted rules, credible diplomacy and restraint
by all parties. Without these, every commercial vessel entering
those waters risks becoming another casualty in a conflict whose
economic consequences will be felt far beyond the Gulf.

Champat Rai.

This incident mirrors historical pilferage
scandals in several places of worship, such
as the major 1983 gold theft at the Kashi
Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi, and also
along history of political friction regarding
the t'i.nancial transparency and alleged

categories ~ theft of cash and valuabl by
insiders associated with its counting and
broader political di

misuse of end
I il

T amll Naduand Maharask

i fromdevotees

over the management of massive historical
temple trusts by state governments or
private bodies.

Thealleged donation theft at Ayodhyais
major. A Special Investigation Team (SIT)
uncovered about 70 instances of pilferage
from donation boxes over just a month,

and political groups that state governments
divert surplus temple funds and interest
earnings toward secular or administrative
purposes rather than reinvesting them into
the temples.

A person's sexual orientation and
gender identity are core elements of their
personal identity, falling squarely under

High Commissioner for Human Rights
Mary Robinson and former UN Special
Rapporteur Manfred Nowak.

The editorial rightly describes such
allegations of financialimpropriety astests
of governance, accountability and credibility
to donor-devotees. Adequate surveillance
and supervision are necessary to prevent
temptation, detect irregularities and ensure
complete transparency.

Yours, etc., Sukhendu Bhattacharjee
Sheoraphuli, 13 July.

Cliches

Sir, The recent chanda chori at the Ram
temple ~ a theft at the holiest of Hindu
shrine: should ﬂlw us pause. For years,

In Kerala major shrines, i ing

Muslims

Sal):mnhda and P'ldman.abmsndmv'remplc

leadingtothe arrest of eight staff I
the recovery of nearly Rs 80 lakh and the
resignation of trust General Secretary

gold-plating disputes, and the undisclosed
management of temple valuables.

epaper.thestatesman.com

“All Muslims are not terrorists, but all
terrorists are Muslims.” This slogan is
repeated with such smug certainty that it
almost sounds like divine revelation.

But let us apply the same ‘logic’ to the
present scandal: ‘All Hindus are not corrupt,
butallcorrupt are Hindus.” Absurd, isn't it?
Corruption, crime, and terror are not the
monopoly of any faith; they are human

d

failings that cross every boundary. Perhaps

the Ram temple incident will remind us

thatslogans don't sanctify truth ~ they only
foster prejudice.

Yours, etc., Avinash Godboley,

Dewas, 14 July.
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Why Trump - and others -must
read Hemingway

SANJUKTA DASGUPTA

1July marks American Nobel
laurcate Emest Hemingway's
(1899-1961) 127th birth
anniversary. Hemingway's
caveats about the mindless killing
that war unleashes seem to resonate
uncannily in contemporary times,
when war has phenomenally gained
in prominence as a smart and swift
way of global pmmccnng The

Itwould be delusional to disagree
withk anti-war

A Google check will reveal that

“The first panacea for amismanaged
nation is inflation of the currency;
the second is war. Both bring a
temporary prosperity; both bring
apermanent ruin. But both are the
refuge of political and economic
opportunists.”

Hence in Hemingway’s The Sun
Also Rises, the young men and
women of the 1920s, who were

geo-political eco
with the lust for stupendous profit
at the cost of waging wars that
destroy lives, ruin the environment
and exploit the helpless, marginalized
people of the world without impunity.

The 21st century wars have now
cunningly outsmarted the 20th
century ones that killed millions
of people for no fault of their own.
We are witnesses to wars and
conflicts in Ukraine, Gaza, Iran,
Lebanon, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan.
The list goes onand the shiftin the
lhealr s of war are significant -
a, Sudan, the Democratic
Republlc of the Congo (DRC), and
Sahel region, have been identified
as among the world’s top conflict
escalation hotspots by the Global
Peace Index 2025

As 2026 the year when
Hemingway's first published novel
‘The Sun Also Rises, that foregrounded
the trauma and devastation of war,
turns 100, one wonders whether
from 1926 to 2026, through these
tendecades, civilization has matured
and mellowed or escalated into
abysmal depths. In mid-2026, we
still are witness to mass murders,
targeted killings and programmed
wars. Terrorism flourishes as a
global and local establishment,
funded by vested interests, leveraging
monetization through the arms
trade that is indivisibly linked to
the politics of power.

1by theimpact
of the first world war, were described
as “members of the Lost Generation”.
Inanessay in Esquire, Hemingway
had remarked, “(World War 1) was
the most colossal, murderous,
mismanaged butchery that has
ever taken place on earth. Any
writer who said otherwise lied. So
the writers either wrote propaganda,
shut up, or fought.”

Unfortunately, such recall of 20th
century wars is not about reiterating
historical commentaries from the
archives. In fact, the reverse seems
to be true. Now, all young people
who are directly and indirectly
involved in 21st century wars and
war-like conflicts, are no longer
primarily Europeans and Americans
as in the 1920s. Wars rdgcd and
are raging in Europe, West A
Alfrica and South Asia. Blu wars,
middling wars, small wars - are all
about the use of highly expensive
sophixumud \\E:qu which are
1 in the

I gway's birth country is the
world’s largest exporter of war
weapons. Understandably, the
world’s largest importer of war
weapons is Ukraine. Thereafter the
world'stop globalimporters of arms
are India, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and
Pakistan, respectively. Missing the
irony is impossible.

Inthe war context, Hemingway's
observations about patriotism and
nationalism ring true: "I was always
embarrassed by the words sacred.
glorious, and sacrifice and the
expression in vain... We had heard
them, sometimes standing in the
rain almost out of earshot, so that
only the shouted words came
through... and read them. on
proclamations that were slapped
up by billposters over other
proclamations, now for a long time,
and Ihad seen nothing sacred, and
ings that were glorious had
y.." (A Farewell to Arms)

The result of war or “armed-conflict”™
as phrased by the United Nations,
which categorically avoids use of
the signifier ‘war” is scripted by
Hemingway in The Sun Also Rises,
which instead of describing the war
front, focusses on the mental fractures
intheaftermath of war. Hemingway
focused on the psychological
catastrophe that war created: "I got
hurt in the war... Oh, that dirty war.
We would probably have gone on

L“lub;ﬂ 4rms ma:kus hxghhuhlmg
their gruesome precision.
Defense departments are renamed
var departments; defense ministers
visi wunlncspdelmglhur].xwxl
Countries which invest
t yearly purchases of
arms receive endearing recognition
from global poweu whu are the
world's cturers

and di i the war and agreed
that it was in reality a calamity for
civilization, and perhaps would
have been better avoided

In the 20th century Hemingway
was oneof the premiere writers who
repeatedly and tirelessly emphasized
the destructive fallout of war in his
powerful and sensitive novels.
BeL,mnmg with The Sun Also Rises,
E di about

; “scompl

and exporters of war weapons.

the dehumanization that war creates,

was underscored without any evasive
strategies in his novel A Farewell to
Arms published in 1929, “That was
what you did. You died. You did not
know what it was about. You never
had time to learn.... You could count
on that. Stay around and they would
kill you."

Furthermore, Hemingway
commented, “There is nothing as
bad as war.. When people realize
how bad itis they cannot do anything
to stop it because they go crazy.
There are some people who never
realize. There are people who are
afraid of their officers. It is with
them the war is made’

Again, in his essay in Esquire in

l’uhdpi in anticipation of the
techno-smart hovering drones and
their lethal precision, witnessed in
ourtroubled times, Hemingway had
written in 1940; “But these, wide-finned
in silver, roaring, the light mist of
their propellers in the sun, these do
not move like sharks. They move
like nothing there has ever been.
They move like mechanized doom”.

Hemingway was a nonconformist
writer who protested against war
and the politics of war with the
courage of his convictions. His active
support of the Spanish Civil War is
recorded in his play The Spanish
Earth and the novel For Whom the
Bell Tolls. It would be hard todisagree

September 1935, Hemi had
stated: “War is no longer made by
simply analysed economic forces
ifitever was. War is made or planned
now by individual men, demagogues
and dictators who play on the
patriotism of their people to mislead
them into a belief in the great fallacy
of war when all their vaunted
reforms have failed to satisfy the
people they misrule.”

In his acclaimed 1940 novel For
‘Whom the Bell Tolls, Hemingwa
disgust about war was unequivocal,
where he had not just commented
“Wars are caused by undefended
wealth” but had also stated, “never
think that war, no matter how necessary
nor how justified. is not a crime. Ask
the infantry and ask the dead.”

with Hemingway's claim about his
understanding of war, as he had
actively participated in both the
Firstand Second World War in various
capacities and had directly supported
the Spanish Civil War of the 1930s.
1 would humbly suggest that in
the war-torn 21st century, Ernest
Hemingway's novels, letters and
non-fictional writings need to be
read, cited, researched and referred
to by publicintellectuals, teachers.
students and hopefully critically
informed politicians so that the
profit and power of war can be
confronted with the advocacy of
pricelcss peace movements.

(The writer ‘aculty of Arts,
Calewtea University and Visiting Professor.
agiellonian University, Poland.)

The man who shaped Sikh destiny

he Teja

Singh

Samundri

Hallsitsat
the heart of the
Shiromani
Gurdwara
Parbandhak
Committee in
Amritsar. It is a
singular honour. In over a hundred
years of the SGPC's history, only
one person has had an institution
named after him. Not for wealth.
Not for political manoeuvring. But
for moral courage that refused
compromise.

That man was Sardar Teja Singh
Samundri. He died on 17 July 1926,
in Lahore Fort prison. He was not
amartyr in death alone. His entire
life was martyrdom dedicated to
the Sikh panth and nothing else.

Born on 20 February 1882 in Rai
KaBurjvillage, Tarn Taran district,
Teja Singh rose from peasant roots.
A primary educated man, he mastered
Sikh religious texts and historical
traditions profoundly. His knowledge
ran deep where formal credentials
stopped.

Three-and-a-half years in the
British Indian Army shaped him
further. He rose to Dafadar in the
22nd Cavalry Regiment. The discipline
he learnt there would become his
greatest asset. When he turned to
Sikh affairs, he brought military
precision to institutional building.

Teja Singh held one conviction:

MANJINDER
| SINGHSIRSA

Crossword | No.203523

education s. H

the boundary wall of

SriGuru Gohmd Smﬂh Khalsa High
Schoolin Sarhali, Amritsar district.
He founded a Khalsa Middle School
in his native village. Through the
Khalsa Diwan Bar, a federation he
the

Sandal Bar region of Lyallpur district.

Generations of Sikh youth learned
modern knowledge alongside Gurmat
principles. He >hdped the Akali
daily newspaper into a platform
for Sikh thought. Every institution
bore his mark: organised. principled,
sustained. No fanfare. Just results.

111920, corrupt mahants controlled
Sikh shrines. These gatekeepers
had become collaborators with the
British. The gurdwaras needed
liberation. Teja Singh became a
founding member of the SGPCand
led the Gurdwara Reform Movement.

He chose institutional strength
over personal authority. He believed
movements thrive when institutions
overshadow individuals. Leadership
meant moral example, not position.
Master Tara Singh called him "a
complete Gursikh" one whose
credibility came from personal
restraint and spiritual depth.

In villages around Amritsar and
‘Tarn Taran, Teja Singh dismantled
caste barriers. He invited Dalits to
draw water from common wells,
Heasked them to serve him publicl
In early twentieth-century Punjab,
this was a spiritual and social
revolution at once.

In 1914, the British attempted to

Gurdwzxm Rakab Ganj Sahib in
Delhi. Teja Singh led a
hundred-member jatha in peaceful
protest. The colonial authorities
withdrew. Non-violence had prevailed
over imperial might.

The Keys Agitation of 1921-22
follmvcd The British had locked
away the Golden Temple’s treasury
keya Teja Singh mobilised thousands
of Sikhs in Chabian Da Morcha.
He accepted imprisonment rather
than surrender. In 1922, the Guru
Ka Bagh Morcha saw unarmed
Sikhs face British lathis while
chanting "Satnam Waheguru." Teja
Singh stood as the philosophical
and spiritual backbone.

When the SGPC faced financial
crisis threatening its legal case
before the Privy Council and was
short by Rs 75000, Teja Singh
mortgaged 50 acres of ancestral
land. The SGPC won the case after
his death. His family turned down
reimbursement. The sacrifice was
complete.

On 13 October 1923, the British
arrested Teja Singh along with 58
other Akali and SGPC leaders. The
charge: "waging war against the
King-Emperor.” Lahore Fort became
his prison. Conditional release was
offered repeatedly. Each time. he
stood firm. Principles were not
negotiable.

By 1923, his stature had grown
such that he was chosen as one of
the Panj Piaras to initiate kar sewa

of the Golden 'Iempk sarovar, the

first such service since 1842. When
heand eleven companions, including
Master Tara Singh, spurned conditional
release, public outrage forced the
British to release the remaining
prisoners unconditionally. The
British then attempted to divide
Sikh unity through elections. It
backfired. Sympathy swept Punjab.
Teja Singh's group secured an
overwhelming mandate.

While imprisoned, Teja Singh
studied the Gurdwara Bill with
Master Tara Singh, Bhag Singh,
Gurcharn Singh and Sohan Singh
Josh. The bill, presented by Governor
Malcolm Hailey, embodied all Akali
demands. On 28 July 19;
Viceroy signed it into law as
Sikh Gurdwaras Act. Teja Singh's
intellectual leadership was etched
into every clause.

On 17 July 1926, still in Lahore
Fort, Teja Singh Samundri died of
a heart attack. Master Tara Singh
would write: he was not a martyr
in death. His entire life was martyrdom
sewa, love, devotion, wisdom,
fearlessness. Sacrifice had become
his breath.

moral authority, disciplined
organisation and unwavering
principles could overcome imperial
power. He did this through quiet
work, through personal restraint,
and through institutional vision
that outlasted his life.

Inanage of performative politics
and impatient leadership, his life
offers a dll[Cl’L‘nl standard. Quiet
courage leaves deeper marks than
public noise. Sustained integrity
outlasts rhetoric. Institutional
strength outlives individual ambition.

The hall bearing his name is his

The Gurdwara Reform

Histrue lives

of 1920-1926 stands as one of
iolent
Singh
its moral spine and
intellectual architect.

He converted a potential sectarian
dispute intoa model of democratic
governance. He demonstrated that

in the democratic institutions he
helped create, the dignity he restored
tomillions of Sikhs, and the blueprint
he left for spiritual awakening as a
force for social and political
transformation.

The writer is a Cal

et Minister of the
Government of NCT of Dell

of Delhi,
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OCCASIONALNOTE

THE Lee Commission recommended that 75
per cent. of the number of officers in the superior
railway services should be Indians. This
recommendation did not. it would appear, meet
with any strong opposition from the railwa
concerned, possibly because the Indians already
in the superior ranks are highly trained and
efficient officers, and the Government of India
have now drawn up a scheme for providing the
necessary recruits, full details of which are
contained in a telegram from Simla. But when
the Lee Commission deliberately accepted a racial
percentage basis as providing a good means of
meeting the claims of Indians to have a larger
share in the administration of the country, it had
quite forgotten that there are several races in
India and each desires a special racial discrimination
for itself. Once it is admitted that what ought to
be the right of all British subjects to sit for public
examination for entry into public service can be
qualified for racial reasons, then the Mussalman
is entitled to come forward, as he is coming
forward, to demand that a definite percentage of
the places reserved for Indians should be allotted
to him. Looking at the scheme for recruitment to
the engi mcermo dnd other hnmchn: ofthe nulway
servic
indeed. will be able to sati:
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NewsItems

MOTOR INDUSTRY

NEW BRITISH
CONCERN FOR
CALCUTTA

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)
LONDON, JULY

The Statesman understands that a number of
prominent Indian business men will be invited to
join the board of the new Dunlop Company in
India. At least one leading British motor firm
proposes forming an Indian Company operating
throughout India from Calcutta. An efficient service
tions with factory trained mechanics will be
able in the various centres.—Copyright.

SIR HUGH LANE’S
PICTURES

RETURN CLAIMED
BY FREE STATE

(FROM OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE.)
LONDON, JULY

THE Free State Senate has passed a resolution
urging Britain to return Sir Hugh Lane’s collection
olpluun~ alued at £200,000, which are housed
in the Tate Gallery.

It will be recalled that after the dispute with
the Dublin Corporation over housing the pictures,
Sir Hugh Lane bequeathed them to the National
Gallery in London in 1915. Later he sailed for
America, losing his life on the return voyage. He
left an unsigned codicil directing that the pictures
should be returned to Dublin. The British
Government recently refused to legislate on the
codicil, declaring that it created a dangerous
precedent.

Mr. W.B. Yeats, speaking in the Senate, declared
that they must insist on the return of the pictures
to the Free State. Their policy was to remain on
the friendliest terms of loyalty, but it was impossible
to preserve this attitude if obvious conditions
were ignored.

Mr. Yeats contended that the King, when opening
the Tate Gallery on June 26 when the matter was
sub judice compromised the Free State’s claim.
He asked whether it was then pointed out to His
Majesty that he should be advised on such a
matter, not only by the British ministers but by
the Governor-General and his Irish ministers.

Mr. Yeats added: “Our claim to the pictures is
an important one, but the question involves a
much more important issue and one vitally
affecting the constitutional position of every
Dominion. The British Government might evasively
reply to the Free State’s claim that it was a moral
and not a legal one, and therefore the King was
not bound to take cognisance of it, but the moral
were the material issues in international questions
and caused greater trouble than the legal.”

“The day might come,” he added, “when some
action of the King might prejudice a claim involving
a fundamental right.

Mr. Yeats denied that Sir Joseph Duveen received
a promise in 1918 that the pictures should be
deposited in the wing which he offered to build.
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Editorials

New drivers underpin China’s economic
resilience in face of pressure and challenges

mid the global ic out-
look, China’s economic performance in

the first half of this year is a bright spot.
Data released by the National Bureau
of Statistics on Wednesday show that the country’s
GDP grewby4.7 percent from January to June year-
on-year. The pace of growth of the world’s second-

largest economy is in line with its annual target.

China's GDP grew 5 percent year-on-year in the
first quarter. Although growth moderated in the sec-
ond quarter, the economy has remained on a stable
footing, withitsunderlying trend toward i lnnmauon—
driven and high-quality devel

ated by the facturing sector d for
26.2 percent of the country’s GDP, 0.4 percentage
points higher than three years ago, the NBS said.

China enjoys unique strengths in its compre-
hensive manufacturing system, which is the
foundation of the country’s supply chains, as
well as its ability to seize opportunities in global
markets and turn out products tailored to the
needs of consumers around the world.

‘The manufacturing powerhouse is now aiming
to further consolidate these strengths by invest-
ing more in research and development to over-
come ical choke points and exploring

The 22.1 percent increase in imports of guods
and 134 percent increase in exports year-on-year
demonstrate the vitality of the country’s foreign
trade, which. in spite of the rising protectionism
and trade restrictions by some economies, contin-
ues to drive growth.

A deeper look shows the improving structure
of the economy. During the first six months of
this year, new drivers, such as high-end manu-
facturing, the digital economy and the modern
service industry, contributed more than 40 per-
cent of the growth, a testament that the country
is advancing its innovation-driven progress.

Another telling piece of evidence is the robust
expansion of the service sector, which has
become a major growth engine. The sector'sadd-
ed value increased by 5.2 percent year-on-year,
accounting for over 59 percent of GDP.

The country has intensified efforts to boost the
service sector over the years to empower agricul-
ture, manufacturing and other sectors, and cre-
ate jobs. Even while the service sector is
expanding, the country attaches strategic impor-
tance to manufacturing, the backbone of the
economy. Statistics show the added value gener-

cutting-edge technologies to upgrade its facto-
ries, making them smarter and more eco-friendly.

According to the NBS, the volume of energy
consumed per unit of GDP in the first half of this
year decreased 1.9 percent year-on-year, as the
country continues to maintain competitive
advantages in its new energy products.

The country’s economic performance is the
product of targeted, systematic policies — care-
fully calibrated to sharpen the competitive edge
of high-technology industries while shoring up
the resilience of more established sectors.

Nevertheless, future growth continues to face

lex external ct AsMao 3
deputy head of the NBS, said at a news confer-
ence on Wednesday, the authorities should work
to strengthen countercyclical and cross-cyclical
regulation, further expand domestic demand,
and strive to build a robust domestic market to
counter the headwinds.

The 4.7 percent GDP growth in the first six
months of 2026 was hard-won. It ought to rein-
force the nation’s confidence that the economy’s
intrinsic resilience will continue to help the coun-
try effectively navigate risks and challenges.

US’ Red Sea bluster diplomatic theater

he United Nations Security Council's

decision on Tuesday to extend the secre-

tary-general's reporting mandate on

Houthi attacks in the Red Sea should
have been one of those rare moments when differ-
ent countries acknowledged a shared interest in
the freedom of navigation through one of the
world’s busiest maritime arteries.

Yet the meeting became noteworthy not for
what the UN Security Council agreed upon, but
for whal nne delegation chose to stage. The sharp

US A dor to the UN
Mike Waltz and China’s Deputy Permanent Rep-
resentative to the UN Sun Lei revealed Washing-
ton’s persistent habit of transforming multilateral
diplomacy into geopolitical point-scoring.

China abstained on the resolution rather than
exercising its veto, thereby allowing the report-
ing mechanism to continue. That alone suggest-
ed that Beijing hopes the UN will continue to
play its role to help ensure maritime safety in the
Red Sea. It made Washington's decision to single
out China all the more improper.

Waltz insisted that his remarks — falsely tying
China to the supply of dual-use items to the Houth-
is — were not an “accusation” He then feigned
bewilderment, professing to be “struggling to
understand why it's offensive” to call upon all mem-
ber states to intercept such “material’} as if the
offense lay not in his words but in the very act of
taking umbrage at them.

Diplomacy is about context, timing and intent.
Declaring that one is not making an accusation
while partially citing so-called UN-sourced “statis-
tics” intended to implicate another country resem-
bles the familiar fiction of “No offense, but .. before
proceeding to give offense. Waltz's response was a
master class in theatrical innocence. An ambassa-
dor who lectures the UN about “statistics” and
“concerns” somehow cannot grasp the causal chain
of the Middle East crisis. It was carefully calibrated
to appear “reasonable” while ensuring that the
spotlight shifted from the resolution toward China.

China has always strictly abided by and imple-
mented UN Security Council resolutions, and
has consistently adopted a prudent and responsi-
ble approach to the export of military products
and dual-use items, exercising strict controls in
accordance with its domestic export control laws
and regulations as well as its international obli-
gations, Sun said.

‘Waltz's professed inability to comprehend Sun’s
justified rebuttal reveals something deeper: a US
diplomacy so accustomed to its own “self-right-
eousness” that it cannot fathom why others might
see things differently. Some US politicians would
never pause to consider that the weaponry the US
supplies to Israel fuels instability across the Mid-
dle East. They act as though the intelligence and

Starlink capabilities the US provides to Israel are
somehow exempt from scrutiny. True, the UN
lacks the capacity to examine cargo manifests and
port records of these US supplies. Yet these very
tools — intelligence sharing and Starlink — are the
indispensable instruments through which the US
and Israel conduct targeted assassinations and
“precision strikes”

But the fact is that neither China nor the US
benefits from commercial vessels being attacked
in the Red Sea. Their disagreement lies not over
the objective but over diagnosis.

For China, as Sun said, the Red Sea crisis cannot
be divorced from the wider instability engulfing
the Middle East. The conflict in Yemen, the unre-
solved Palestinian question and repeated cycles of
military escalation have created conditions in
which maritime insecurity has become a symp-
tom rather than the disease itself. Addressing
shipping attacks while ignoring lhese underlying

Luo Jie

Opinion Line

Creating conditions for young
people to choose parenthood

‘When Beijing chose “caring for
early pregnancy, nurturing and
empowering” as the focus for this
year’s World Population Day on July
11, some wondered if that was really a
priority. Factor in that China’s popu-
lation has contracted, its birth rate
has plunged to record lows and the
total fertility rate is stuck below the
replacement level — and the answer
is clearly yes.

On the surface, focusing on provid-
ing care in the first 14 weeks of preg-
nancy seems almost quaint when
fewer women are choosing to con-
ceive in the first place. However, this
narrowing of focus is not a retreat
from the broader fight. It is a calcu-
lated repositioning — after years of
providing subsidies, extended leave
and expanding childcare facilities, it
is now not the cost that is the deci-
sive barrier to childbearing, but the
anxiety that precedes the very deci-
sion to conceive.

Over the past decade, China’s pro-
fertility policies have largely been
aimed at reducing the financial and

political crises is akin to ing the
floor while leaving the leaking pipe untouched.
That di is may be table for Wash-

ington because it inevitably raises awkward ques-
tions about the US' role. Military interventions,
sanctions, shifting alliances and proxy conflicts
have become features of the Middle East thanks to
the US’ “concerns”. Waltz extolled Washingtons
“peacemaking” credentials — ceasefires brokered,
initiatives championed. But he omitted the incon-
venient context: the very environment the US now
seeks to stabilize was profoundly shaped, and in
no small measure destabilized, by its own policies.
One cannot plausibly claim the credit for extin-
guishing a fire while resolutely declining to inves-
tigate who supplied the kindling.

The distinction also explains the contrasting
diplomatic styles. Beijing emphasizes dialogue,
Yemeni-led reconciliation, humanitarian assist-
ance and renewed momentum toward a two-state
solution to the Palestinian question. Its successful
facilitation of the rapprochement between
Riyadh and Tehran before the US-Israeli joint
attacks on [ran demonstrated that regional diplo-
macy need not always proceed through military
pressure or bloc politics.

Washington, by contrast, frames regional crises
through the prism of strategic competition and
transaction. The temptation to link almost every
hotspot issue to a deal through which the US can
realize immediate monetary gains may generate
domestic political dividends, but it rarely advan-
ces real solutions.

The Red Sea suffers from a lack of down-to-
earth, solution-oriented political pragmatism.
The US cannot play Red Sea sheriff while ignor-
ing its own role as regional arsonist in the Middle
East crisis. Diplomatic theater grabs headlines; it
does not safeguard shipping.
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1 1 burdens of raising a child.
The 3,600-yuan ($531) annual
childcare subsidy, the 158-day mater-

What They Say

nity leave, and the push for afforda-
ble nursery slots were all necessary,
and all welcome. But these measures
are applicable only after a woman
has already decided to carry a preg-
nancy to term. What about the fear,
confusion and lack of support that so
often accompany that decision in the
first place?

That is where early pregnancy clin-
ics come in.

As of last month, China had estab-
lished 12,226 such clinics — one-stop
centers that offer medical assess-
ments, psychological counseling and
nutritional guidance to women in the
first 14 weeks of pregnancy.

The rationale is rooted in both
medicine and psychology.

The first trimester is the most vul-
nerable period for both mother and
fetus and also the moment when
worries — about health, medication
safety or how it will affect career, if
left unaddressed — can tip a woman
toward terminating her pregnancy.

By providing timely, authoritative

i and emotional e,
early pregnancy clinics aim to ease
anxieties before they harden intoa
decision.

‘The 10-point health education
guidelines, published by health
authorities this month — covering
diet, exercise, emotional well-being
and risk avoidance — are also
designed to demystify early preg-
nancy.

‘Together, they offer young women
a clear road map at a time when
uncertainty often dominates.

In a country where nearly half of
all births are firstborn children —
and many couples are navigating
pregnancy for the first time — this
clarity can be decisive.

Critics may argue that structural
pressures — housing costs, job inse-
curity, education expenses — are still
overwhelming. But the strength of
this approach lies in sequencing: one
cannot address the full chain of bar-
riers if the first link is ignored.

Whether this bet pays off will take
vears to assess. Yet the direction is
unmistakable: in addressing demo-
graphic decline, China has stopped
simply asking young people to have
more children — and has started
building the conditions that might
make them want to.

~ LILEI, CHINA DAILY

Application of high-tech key to modern agriculture

Editor’s note: China has unveiled a plan to accelerate the modernization vf ugrlcultum durmg the loth Five-Year
Zhang

Plan (2026-30) period. People s Daily Overseas. Edumn spoke w Lrperts

researcher at the Chinese A

in Chi-

y of Macr h, on the de

of ag'nmlmral

na. Below are excerpts of the zntz:nnews The views don't necessarily represent those of China Daily.

In 2025, the contribution rate of
agricultural scientific and

should also be refined, while further
and interna-

ical progress surpassed 64 percent.
The new plan has set a target of
increasing the rate to 67 percent by
2030. This goal is not a catch-up gain
from a low base, but an ambitious
advance from an already high level.
This growth does not follow a line-
ar trajectory. When the contribution
rate was around 50 or 60 percent, the
e doption of individ

tional cooperation.

The country’s agricultural bioman-
ufacturing industry is at a pivotal
stage where strategic opportunities
coexist with practical challenges. To
overcome existing bottlenecks, China
should establish a scientific classifica-
tion system for the sector, build a
comprehensive national innovation

technologies could generate noticea-
ble gains. At the current level of more
than 64 percent, however, the room
for further improvement through the
diffusion of a single technology has
narrowed considerably.

Increasing the contribution rate by
another 3 percentage points will
require the coordinated application of
multiple innovations, including bio-
breeding, digital and mtclhgem tech-
nologies, smart agri

k for agricultural biomanu-
facturing, accelerate the development
of an industry-university-research
ecosystem led by enterprises, and for-
mulate coordinated plans for differ-
entiated industrial

transformation of agriculture.

Emerging agricultural industries
are the new engines of growth, while
future-oriented industries represent
the strategic frontier that China
must secure in its quest to become a
leading agricultural nation. Togeth-
er, they form the technological foun-
dation for building a strong
agricultural sector.

Greater efforts should therefore be
devoted to expanding emerging
industries such as smart agriculture
and the resource utilization of agri-
cultural waste, while actively foster-
ing future industries including

Al holds enormous potential for

agncu]!ure, il diting
ies, agricultural

agriculture, but many obstacles
remain before Al and smart equip-
ment can be widely deployed in the
field. General-purpose algorithms
often struggle to adapt to different
climates, regions and crop varieties.

and green production methods. Affordable, lightweight intelligent
China’s agricultural machinery equipment remains in short supply,

industry faces structural challenges. while agricultural data are difficult to

It is not sufficiently competitive and collect and lack unified standards.

lacks high-end products, v\hnle mech- As a result, many Al apphmuons

anization in hilly and remain confined to ation

areas continues to lag behind. zones and pilot farms. China should
At the same time, greater efforts strengthen agricultural and rural

should be made to build a stronger
industrial ecosystem, fostering lead-
ing enterprises, expanding remote
operation and mammnance scmces,

data infrastructure, build large-scale,
multimodal, high-quality datasets,
improve data standards and govern-
ance, mmlemle the development of

hared-

and improving eqmpmem uuhm-
tion. Policies on

with inde-
pendcnt mtel]ectual property nghts

App: @
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bsidies and operational subsld.l("a

speed up the dlgllal and u)lelhgem

foundation models and Al-powered
decision-support systems. These
measures will inject fresh momen-
tum into high-quality agricultural
development.

China has largely solved the chal-
lenge of ensuring an adequate food
supply and is now shifting its focus
toward improving quality, competi-
tiveness and resilience. As the
returns from traditional factor-driv-
en growth continue to diminish, new
industries and new business models
will be essential for creating fresh
sources of growth.

Accelerating the layout of emerg-
ing and future-oriented agricultural
industries will accelerate agricultural
and rural modernization, further
strengthen the foundations of agri-
culture and address the remaining
weak links in rural development.
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Illegal ‘arbitration award’ a political farce

he South China Sea “arbitra-

tion” unilaterally initiated by

the Philippines in 2013, and

the subsequent “award” ren-
dered in 2016, constituted not a legal
proceeding but a political farce meant
to serve geopolitical goals. Fundamen-
tal flaws in both procedure and merit
of the so-called award rendered it null
and void from the very outset.

By not recognizing the “arbitration”,
not participating in the proceedings
and not accepting the “award”, China
did not disregard international law but
defended its core principles.

The legitimacy of any international
dispute settlement mechanism hinges
on one fundamental rule: the consent
of the states concerned.

‘Without China’s consent, the “arbi-
tral tribunal” violated a fundamental
principle of international law.

“arbitraxiun" also ignored the

tion and historic rights from compulso-
ry arbitration.

A}thnugh Manila avoided usmg terms
like and o’ all 15
of its clai related to the issues.

‘To bypass China's 2006 declaration,
the tribunal reinterpreted the disputes
and reframed delimitation as boundary
line drawing.

This action contradicted UNCLOS
and revealed it was ultra vires. Without
China’s consent, the tribunal had no
Jjurisdiction over the delimitation issue.

The tribunal’s proceedings on the
merits also significantly deviated from
Jjustice. It misinterpreted Article 121 of
UNCLOS on the regime of islands by
introducing arbitrary criteria and
raising the threshold for what quali-
fies as an island for China.

This resulted in double standards
that favored Manila. Features occu-
pied by the Phlhppmes were assessed

basic legal principle that “he who
asserts must prove” by actively gather-
ing evidence for the Philippines while
ignoring historical documents submit-
ted by China.

All experts appointed by the tribunal
were from Western countries, and their
reports were perfunctory and lacked
t Given these
flaws, the “award” was null and void
and had no legal binding.

Among the first states to ratify
UNCLOS in 1996, China has always
upheld the international maritime
order through actions. It has enacted
domestic laws on the territorial sea and
the contiguous zone, and on exclusive

ic zone and the conti
shelf, proactively aligning its domestic
legal framework with UNCLOS.

China actively participated in the
International Tribunal for the Law of
the Sea, fulfilled its obligations under

China and the Philippines and the
DOC affirm that disputes should be
resolved through negotiations between
the parties concerned. That commit-
ment carries significant legal weight.

History shows that negotiation and
consultation are the most effective ways
to resolve complex boundary disputes.

China and Vietnam successfully
delimited the maritime boundary in
the Beibu Guif through negotiations
under the UNCLOS framework.

China has also settled boundary
issues with 12 of its land neighbors,
delineating about 90 percent of its land

borders through negotiations.
The South China Sea“arbltmnon
award” was political dis-

Zhao Chunlei

Japan’s deep-sea venture
atest for global

ocean governance

ritical-mineral security might justify scientific
ion, but not ecological shortcuts into the

deep sea.

On June 29, the Japanese prime minister
instructed relevant ministers to accelerate the develop-
ment and commercialization of rare-earth extraction
from seabed mud within its exclusive economic zone
around Minamitorishima (Marcus Island).

This follows a February 2026 announcement that
Japan had successfully recovered rare-earth-rich sedi-
ment from a depth of nearly 6,000 meters in the same
area, with a full-scale mining trial expected in 2027.

1bkyo has framed uns move as a meanmgful accom-

in and

guised as international law. Genuine
international rule of law respects state
consent and the choices of nations.

‘The “dual-track approach” proposed by
China — under which disputes are settled

diversifying Japan's sources of rareanh supply.
Rare earths are essential to clean energy, advanced
ing, defense and digital infra-
structure, No country should be denied the right to pur-
sue lawful resource development.

1 between  under lenient criteria, regional fisheries management organi-  through negotiation and consultation ‘The real question, however, is whether such development
Chma and the Philippines to resolve ‘while islands and reefs under China’s  zations, supported the governance between the parties concerned, while can proceed before environmental risks are properly under-
disputes through negotiation. control were downgraded to “rocks” framework of the International Seabed  peace and stability in the South China Sea stood, ind d,and ively I
Article 281 of the United Nations or “low-tide elevations” Authority, and signed and ratified the are )mnﬂvmamumedby(:hmamdle Deep-sea rare-earth mud extraction is an industrial
Convention on the Law of the Sea states A number of international scholars on the inable use of Asian Nations intervention in one of the least-explored and most fragile
that when parties agree to settle dis- have observed that the tribunal marine bi diversity in areas countries — represents the right path to ecosystems on Earth. Disturbing the seabed may create
putes by peaceful means of their choice, 1 with i ing the beyond national jurisdiction identified  resolve the South ChmaSmmxe sediment plum near the ocean floor.
P proce- UNCLOS than with rewriting it. by UNCLOS. Guided by this app It: Any water d during dewatering or other pro-
dures do not apply ‘The tribunal arbitrarily dismissed This proves that China fully respects  tions on the Code of Conduct in the cessing stages could form addmonal plumes in the water
Similarly, Article 4 of the 2002 Decla- China’s historical rights in the South UNCLOS and has always strictly abid-  South China Sea have made steady column, carrying and
ration on the Conduct of Parties in the China Sea despite their recognmnn in ed by its provisions and spirit. Mani- progress. Regional countries shaping harmful dissolved subsmncts. Ocean currents could carry
South China Sea mandates that disputes  several isions of the la's ion that China “does not rules and ensuring peace through dia- these materials beyond Japan’s EEZ, making the environ-
be settled through negotiation by the and their independent status under abide by the law” is a distortion of logue is the most effective response to mental risks potentially transboundary.
parties involved. customary international law. China’s lawful exercise of its rights the “arbitration” Under Article 56 of the United Nations Convention on
These are legally binding instruments, By fragmenting the Nansha Islands under Article 298 of UNCLOS. the Law of the Sea, or UNCLOS, Japan enjoys sovereign
and !.he Philippines’ unilateral initiation  into isolated maritime features, it The tribunal’s politicization of the The author is the vice-dean of the rights to explore and exploit natural resources within its
of ion” is a breach of th to undermine China's sover-  convention and its attempt to under- Academy of Foreign-i relaled Rule of EEZ. However, these rights are neither absolute nor
sus it had previously endorsed. eignty claims, reducing them toowner-  mine China’s sovereignty through Law at Jinan Uni; it
In 2006, China made a ship of i i features. Jjudicial overreach was what truly vio-  province.
under Article 298 of UNCLOS, exclud- The mbunxl‘s approach toevidence  lated international law. The views don't necessarily reflect those of
ingissues related to maritime delimita-  was . It violated the The bilateral agreements between China Daily. Japan is entitled to pursue
supply-chain resilience,
Maya Majueran but not by externalizing

An inclusive vision for shared digital prosperity

s China prepares to host the
2026 World Artificial Intelli-
gence Conference in Shang-
hai, it is sending a message
that extends far beyond technology.

President Xi Jinping is scheduled to
attend the opening ceremony and deliv-
er akeynote speech, during which he is
expected to present China’s compre-
hensive approach to Al development
and governance, including policy prior-
ities, a strategic vision, and proposals
for international cooperation.

Beijingis S
positioning
itself not only
as aleader in
artificial intel-
ligence inno-
vation, but
also as a champion of a more inclusive
approach to Al governance, one that
gives developing countries a seat at the
table rather than leaving them on the
sidelines.

‘This matters because the future of AT
will not be determined by algorithms
and computing power alone. It will
also be shaped by the rules, standards,
and governance frameworks that
emerge around the technology.

For many countries across Asia, Afri-
ca, Latin America and the Pacific, Chi-
na'’s message of broader participation,
technological cooperation, and shared

is i) it

Global
Lens

Across the Global South, the Al revo-
lution raises urgent qusﬁons about SHI YU/ CHINA DALY
technological sovereignty and inclu-
sion. Many developmg coumnes WorTy heallhm agncul'.ure, finance, public  more awessxblc pathway to technologi-
that the technol and and & services.  cal par
governance frameworks shapmgum Small and medium-sized enterprises For manycxmmmsm the Global
future digital v may be that p: lacked the to  South, thisis not simply about cheaper
primarily by and for advaneed econo- access cutting-edge Al technologies technology — it is about digital sovereign-
mies, leaving them as passive consum- can now build Al-powered products ty, stronger local innovation ecosystems,
ers rather than active participants. and services at a fraction of the cost. and the opportunity to become creators
Against this backdrop, Chmns com- For the avail ityof  of Al rather than just its consumers.
mitment to broader partici models si low- Experts say the rapid global adop-

technological cooperation, and inclu-
sive Al governance presents a compel-

ers barners to innovation, allowing
local companies to compete and create

tion of Chinese open-source models is
driven largely by their affordability and

dependence by expanding the reach of
established US technology firms.

China, by contrast, presents its Al
strategy through the language of open-
ness, fairness and shared development,
emphasizing that the benefits of artifi-
cial intelligence are shared more
broadly.

For many countries in the Global
South, this distinction matters. Their
concern is not simply gaining access to
Al tools, but ensuring that they have
the opportunity to help shape, adapt,
and develop those technologies accord-
ing to their own needs and priorities.

The US, on the other hand, has
adopted a more restrictive approach to

4 d AI technologies, includi

export controls and limits on access to

ecological risk to the Pacific Ocean
and the global marine environment.

The Convention establishes a clear balance: resource
development must be exercised with due regard for the
rights of other states and in conformity with the duty to
protect and preserve the marine environment.

Article 194 of UNCLOS requires states to take all neces-
sary measures to ensure that activities under their juris-
diction or control do not canse damage by pollution to
other states and their environment, and that pollution
arising from incidents or activities under their jurisdic-
tion or control does not spread beyond the areas where
they exercise sovereign rights.

If sediment plumes, return-water discharge, underwa-
ter noise, artificial light, or other contaminants from
Japan's deep-sea mining affect adjacent high-seas ecosys-
tems or the waters of other states, Japan could constitute
a breach of international obligations, entitling affected
states to invoke state responsibility.

The credibility of Japan's environmental impact assess-
ment process is therefore central. Article 206 of UNCLOS

certain cutting-edg;

Critics argue that these measures
prioritize technological leadership and
competitive advantage, while raising
concerns among allies and developing
countries about unequal access to
technologies that will shape the future
global economy.

The upcoming conference in Shang-
hai is more than a showcase of techno-
logical i —itisa
of China’s vision for the future of global
Al governance. ’I'hrough the pmposed
World AT C¢ i

states to assess the potential effects of activities
likely to cause substantial pollution or significant and
harmful changes to the marine environment.

For deep- mining, an envi impact assess-
ment should be science-based, independently revxewed,
and publicly le, not merely a d

after polmml have been made.

At such depths, ecological recovery after deep-sea min-
ing is uncertain and likely to be slow. Many abyssal spe-
cies have low growth rates, limited dispersal capacity, and
narrow habitat ranges. The precauuomry approach is
thus a practical i of ocean govern-
ance. Neighboring countries, Pacific Island states, fisher-

ies and the global scientific commumty all

Beijing seeks t plat-
form where developing countries can
help shape Al standards, governance,
and capacity building.

By promoting artificial intelligence
as a global pubhcguod, China axmsto

have interests in scr
mental and

This does not mean deep«sm uunmg should be perma-
nently pmhlhned It may become acceptable xf advanced

bed disturbance and eoolog!cal harm, supported by hlgh-

expand ! long-term momtonng

i ion par This reminds one of Japan's earlier
and build international of nucl from the crippled
around a safer, more equitable, and Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant into the Pacific,
more inclusive Al future. undermining regional trust in its marine environmental

For many countries in the Global
South, this is an attractive proposition.
By framing Al governance around
cooperation, accessibility, safety, and
shared development, China is advocat-
ing for a more representative digital
future.

governance. The same pattern must not be repeated in
the deep sea: deciding first, consulting later, and shifting
ecological uncertainty onto neighboring countries and
the wider international community.

Addressing the challenges posed by Japan's deep-sea
mining venture requires a multilayered response leverag-

ling alternative. soluuons desngned for local markets. competitive performance. For many . ing legal, scientific, financial, and market-based mecha-
At the heart of this appeal lies China's ing as well. i ies, these At its core, China’s Al strategy speaks nisms. Independent scientific reviews should rigorously
expanding open-source Al Developers, studems, and gies pmwde access to advanced Al to a demand that has been growing evaluate Japan’s baseline data, plume dispersion models,
Models such as DeepSeek and Qwen i aceess ies that were it across the developing world: access toxicity assessments, and monitoring designs. Simultane-
are increasingly viewed as practical advanced Al capabilities without pay- beyond reach. without dependency. ously, governments and international organizations need
tools for countries seeking to partici- ing expensive licensing fees or relying ‘The implications are significant. Coun- Many eountries want the benefits of to press for full disclosure of EIA reports and post-opera-
pate in the Al revolution without entirely on foreign proprietary systems.  tries across Asia, Africaand Latin Ameri- Al without being forced into techno- tional monitoring data. Finally, global markets are urged
becoming dependent on expensive pro- This is helping foster AT communi- ca can begin building Al systems adapted  logical relationships that limit their to categorize rare earths obtained from unverified deep-
prietary platforms. ties across the developing world, accel- !o local mhns xaxher than relying solely or leave them per sea as high-risk d
Their lower costs, strong perform- erating skills development and digital on foreign Japan is entitled to pursue supply-chain resilience, but
ance, and adaptability make them par- literacy. In many countries, open- th'.hn:r in By hasizi per: not by externalizing ecological risk to the Pacific Ocean
ticularly attractive to dcvelopmg souroe models are also being adapted agriculture, or public adm]mstranun, tion, and capacity building, China is and the global marine environment.
nations looking to build Al rt local and dialects pel Aloffersa ing a vision of Al devel The Minamitorishima project must not become a prec-
capabilities tailored to local languages, Lhal have historically been underrepre-  toward greater digital sovereignty and that many in the Global South view as edent for and
cultures, and development priorities. sented in global Al systems. technological self-reliance. more closely aligned with their own Instead, it should push the mtemauona] community to
The benefits are already visible. More broadly, the rise of China’s This approach becomes particularly development priorities and long-term build a framework that keeps the door open to future
Across Asia, Africa, Latin America, open-source ecosystem is contributing  compelling when contrasted with recent ~ aspirations. responsible development while closing the door on reck-
and the Middle East, startups, univer-  to the democratization of artificial initiatives in the United States such as less environmental risk-taking.

sities, research institutions, and gov-
ernment agencies are experimenting
with Chinese open-source models to

develop applications in education,

intelligence. Rather than concentrat-
ing advanced Al capabilities in the
hands of a few corporations or coun-
tries, it offers developing nations a

the “Tech Corps”, which aims to support
the adoption of American Al technolo-
gies abroad. Critics argue thax such pro-
grams risk rei

The author is the founding director of
the Belt and Road Initiative Sri Lanka.
The views don't necessarily reflect those of

The author is an associate professor of the Law School,
Ocean University of China.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of China Daily.



PUZZLES 14

LI

INGS 15

COMMENT&FEATURES

THE JERUSALEM POST = THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2026

1% JERUSALEM POST

Founded in 1932 by GERSHON AGRON

Editor-in-Chief

ALEX WINSTON, News [ditor ETHAN FREEDMAN, Night Editor
TALSPUNGIN, Managing Editor
HERB KEINON and SETH J. FRANTZMAN, Serior Contributing Editors
ERICA SCHACHNE, Mogazine Editor AARON REICH, Op-£d Editor
AUDREY LYNN LEINOFF, Supervising Editor
MARC ISRAEL SELLEM, Chief Phofographer ELAINE MOSHE, Archivést

Leave haredi
enlistment

n Tuesday afternoon, the ruling coalition deliv-

ered one final punch to the nation’s gut on its

way out when the Knesset passed a bill freezing
the arrests of haredi (ultra-Orthodox) draft evaders for at
least six months.

Fifty-eight lawmakers voted in favor, while 54 voted
against. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, whose
arrival in the plenum prompted verbal clashes with the
opposition and cries of “disgrace” from bereaved families
and IDF reservists watching the proceedings, left shortly
afterward and did not remain for the vote itself.

This legislation is, at best, an irresponsible attempt at
solving one of Israel's most divisive issues. At worst, it is
a short-sighted political maneuver designed only to pre-
serve haredi participation in the right-wing bloc for the
next election cycle. Instead of finally confronting calls
forequality in sharing the burden of national service, the
coalition chose to shield one sector from enforcement
while asking everyone else to continue carrying that
burden.

And, as expected, the High Court of Justice mlervened
on W issuing a provisional order
the law’s Lnlry into force until further notice. Justice
Ofer Grosskopf explained that the order was necessary,
among other reasons, because of the implications of
freezing enforcement proceedings “with regard to only
certain sections of the population.”

The court was right to act swiftly to protect equal treat-
ment under the law. Why should an 18-year-old in Bnei
Brak be free to ignore a draft order while another 18-year-
old, five minutes away in Ramat Gan, could face military
prison for doing exactly the same?

If the government hopes to convince Israelis that
the High Court is overstepping its authority - an argu-
ment many find persuasive - introducing legislation that

Rahm Emanuel
should be ashamed

FORMER WHITE HOUSE chief of staff Rahm Emanuel attends an event at Tel Aviv University in Tel Aviv, earlier this month. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)

* By ELISHA WIESEL

en years ago, my
father left us.
I stand with you

where the names of our peo-
pleare kept, so they will not be
lost. And I speak to you today
so that my father’s voice will
not be lost.

Last week, Rahm Emanuel
stood in Tel Aviv and told Isra-
el it has become a pariah, that
it has lost the world. That - in
his words - “you cannot fight
indefinitely against a world
that has stopped believing you
have the right to fight."”

Emanuel is embarrassed
by Israel. He is proud of that
He should be

explicitly creates unequal enforcement is a remarkably
poor way to make that case.

Itis certainly not unusual for a coalition to rush legisla-
tion through the Knesset in its final days before dissolu-
tion. But this coalition would do well to remember that
it was the government in office on October 7, 2023, and
remains responsible for leading Israel through the larg-
est massacre of Jews since the Holocaust, as well as the
longest and most demanding war in the nation’s history.

Throughout that war, the military echelon has repeat-
edly sounded the alarm over the IDF's severe manpower
shortages. Chief of Staff Lt.-Gen. Eyal Zamir has warned
that the army risks “collapsing into itself” if those short-
ages are not addressed. In a last-ditch effort to stop the
legislation, Zamir warned lawmakers on Monday that
implementing the bill would create significant national
security risks and said he opposed it “completely and
unequivocally.”

This government was democratically elected in Novem-
ber 2022, but circumstances have changed dramatically
since then. The October 7 massacre and the wars that
followed have fundamentally reshaped Israel’s security
reality. Poll after poll across Israeli media has shown that
a majority of Israelis, many of whom have completed
mandatory service and continue to serve lengthy reserve
duty stints in Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, and the West Bank,
oppose exempting haredim from military service.

The lawmakers within the coalition who resisted this
legislation deserve credit for doing so. Likud MK Yuli
Edelstein had already announced he would seek a new
political home, months after being removed as chairman
of the Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee for insist-
ing on haredi enlistment. Fellow Likud MK Dan lllouz is
expected to leave the party, while Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Sharren Haskel resigned following the vote.

Their principled stance is commendable, yet it is diffi-
cult to escape the feeling that it is too little, too late. The
Knesset will disperse on Friday, and Netanyahu'’s gov-
ernment will continue to serve in a transitional capacity
until elections are held and a new coalition is formed.

The key issues that have divided Israel for years cannot
be settled through short-sighted, last-minute bills pushed
through the Knesset. Israelis, regardless of their political
affiliation, cannot reasonably be expected to support
legislation that even the prime minister could not bring
himself to vote for.

The only appropriate course of action now is to leave
the question of haredi enlistment to the voters in October.
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embar
ashamed.

American Jews and Israeli
Jews are family. Have you ever
had a family member who
embarrassed you? Maybe you
don’t introduce them to your
friends. But do you want them
consumed by their enemies?

Can you imagine handing
those enemies ammunition -
telling your own family it is
their fault their enemies want
to destroy them? Then be
embarrassed by yourself, not
by them.

My father could never
understand the Jews of Ameri-
cawho, in the 1940s, kept cel-
ebrating their weddings and
bar mitzvahs while Europe’s
Jews were led to the flames.
Were they embarrassed by
their weak European cousins?

Today, too many American
Jews are embarrassed by the
opposite: that Israel is strong
enough to defend Jews under
attack.

Are some genuinely trou-
bled by the deaths of Gazan
civilians? It's understandable.
Somewhere between 3% and
5% of Gaza's civilians have
died since October 7. Every
one of those deaths is a trag-
edy.

But do you know where else
that same share of civilians
- 3% to 5% - died in a war
that should never have been
started? Among the civilians
of Nazi Germany, the people
who started it.

My father offered conso-
lation to the children of the
Nazis. In his address to the
German parliament, he said:
the children of killers are
not killers, but children. He
could say that only because
the evil their fathers built had

been defeated. Grace was the
reward of a victory - not a sub-
stitute for one.

Emanuel knows all this. He
knows that Hamas vowed it
would repeat October 7 again
and again.

In 2009, former US presi-
dent Barack Obama visited
Buchenwald, from which
my father was liberated, and
asked him to speak. My father
warned that the world had
not learned its lessons - that
its approval could never be
counted on. My father’s moral
vision refutes Emanuel’s.

The world's approval was
never the measure of a Jew’s
right to live. To make it our
test is to unlearn Buchenwald.

Many might have made that
mistake in innocence, but
Emanuel is not one of them.
As the president's chief of
staff, he organized that visit
and heard that speech.

MY FATHER told his hard
truths to the strong, on behalf
of the weak. Rahm scolded a
nation of ten million from the
safety of an American pass-
port, knowing his audience
back home would applaud a
Jew scolding the Jewish state.

He says we should punish
settlers who commit violence.
Of course 1 condemn them,
too. But he widens the circle
fast - to every bank and every
construction company that
finances a settlement in Judea
and Samaria.

There is a question under-
neath it we are not supposed
to ask. Look at the map. Iraq
- a Jewish community 26 cen-
turies old - all but gone. Egypt,
Libya, Syria, Yemen - gone.
Over 850,000 Jews were driven
out, and an entire region was
made Judenrein.

Israel, west of the Green
Line, is one-fifth Arab - with
Arab towns, mixed cities, and
Arab members of parliament.
The demand is that Judea and
Samaria become one more
place with no Jews left in it:
the final piece, the map com-
pleted. Why does the reflex
run only one way?

Is a Jewish presence there
a historic claim or a security
buffer? Is it a ing chip

bury them for it. They have
earned the right to decide.

If Emanuel wants problems
to solve, let him answer the
questions plaguing America.
We lurch between denying
that migrants are human and
denying that a country needs
a border. American Jews hide
the symbols of their faith,
and have been murdered on
our own streets by killers who
called it anti-Zionism.

Our primaries are captured
by extremists, leaving us the
terrible choice between those
who would abolish the police,
and those who shrug when
the state’s own armed agents
shoot citizens dead in the
street.

Those questions are hard. It
is easier to take shots at Israel.

Emanuel said we cannot
fight a world unconvinced of
our right to fight. But our right
was never the world's to grant.
It did not come from the
Holocaust, or from the world’s
guilt. And it does not wait on
the world's permission.

1am not a child of the Holo-
caust. I am the grandchild of
Shlomo and Sarah Wiesel,
who raised my father with a
love of learning, a yearning
for Jerusalem, and the moral
grounding that made him,
in Obama’s words, the con-
science of the world.

And Israel is not a child of
the Holocaust. Its citizens are
the grandchildren of Theodor
Herzl, a man who looked at a
world that offered Jews noth-
ing but second-class citizen-
ship and decided we deserve
the same rights as everyone
else. Not by permission. By
right.

The Jewish people do not
wait on the world’s belief.
For over 3,000 years, we have
made profound contributions
to the world through values,
knowledge, and culture. We
refuse to exist conditional-
ly on the world’s approval.
We hope that the world will
accept our existence some-
day, but in the meantime we
resolve to live.

My father carried both that
hope and that resolve until
the day he died. So let the last
embar be the world's

or an obstacle to peace? These
are not America’s questions
to settle. They belong to the
Israeli people, who send their
sons and daughters to defend
Jewish lives and far too often

- and never, ever ours.

Thank you.

The writer is the chairman of
the Elie Wiesel Foundation. He
is the only son of Marion and
Elie Wiesel.

* By NOAM BEDEIN

here are moments in
I a new role when you
understand, very quick-

ly, why the work matters.

My first week as director of
Innovation Diplomacy at
Hamitbah (the Western Negev
Innovation Authority) began
in the field. I organized a dip-
lomatic mission that brought
40 ambassadors and diplomats
to the Gaza border communi-
ties, part of a global outreach
effort, marking the lead-up to
the third commemoration of
October 7.

What  these diplomats
encountered was striking: com-
munities alive with agricultural
innovation and technological
ingenuity, a region that has
transformed lived experience
into a global model of human
resilience. Among them was
His Excellency Ambassador
Nguyen Ky Son of Vietnam.

Within weeks, I received an
invitation to represent Hamit-
bah ata seminar at the Embass)
of Vietnam in Tel Aviv dedi-
cated to high-tech agricultural
cooperation between our two
countries.

It was, in the truest sense, a
beginning. A first conversation
about what might be possible
between two nations that have
more in common than geogra-
phy would suggest.

This July marks 33 years of
official diplomatic relations
between Israel and Vietnam.

The atmosphere in the
seminar room was entirely
forward-looking. The recent

Cultivating resilience

How the Western Negev and Vietnam could build the future of food security

implementation of the Viet-
nam-Israel Free Trade Agree-
ment (VIFTA) has streamlined
customs and removed tariffs,
with bilateral trade on track
to reach nearly $4 billion this
year. The question animating
the room was where it could
gonext.

Ambassador Son set the tone
with characteristic directness:
“My mission is to turn our
potential into opportunities,
and turn opportunities into
actual cooperation and fruitful
outcomes.”

He spoke of Vietnam’s ambi-
tion to achieve full devel-
oped-nation status by 2045,
and of the acute environmen-
tal pressures that make that
goal both urgent and complex:
typhoons, rising sea levels, pro-
longed droughts, and the slow
encroachment of saline water
into agricultural zones that
feed millions are present reali-
ties for Vietnam.

Israeli innovation, the ambas-
sador conveyed, is part of a stra-
tegic national response.

“When we talk about Israel
and Vietnam, we talk about
opportunities,” noted Ofer
Fohrer, senior director at the
Economy and Industry Minis-
try, perfectly capturing the spir-
it of the event. With the VIFTA
now in force, the pathway for
realizing those opportunities
has never been clearer.

Fohrer closed with a resound-
ing call toaction, affirming Isra-
el’s commitment to “build the
bridge between Israel and Viet-
nam so we can grow together
and succeed together.”

The seminar brought togeth-
er around 20 Israeli delegates
from municipal authorities,
kibbutzim, and technology
companies alongside more
than 80 Vietnamese partici-
pants joining online, from local
government officials to univer-
sity researchers.

During the Q&A, the Viet-
namese participants asked
questions that went well
beyond diplomatic courtesy:
technical specifications, pro-
cessing and packaging stan-
dards, mechanisms for hands-
on training exchanges. It was
the focused inquiry of people
facing real challenges and
genuinely searching for real
answers.

The seminar's most quietly
powerful moment came from
Miss Hong Shurany, chairwom-
an of the Vietnamese Commu-
nity in Israel, who shared her
personal experience cultivating
Israeli crop varieties on Viet-
namese soil.

Her words stayed with me:
“A nation’s advantage lies not
in what nature bestows, but
in how its people create value
from what they have.”

When Israeli  agricultural
technology meets Vietnam's
natural potential, she observed,
the result is a model of mutu-
al development that neither
country could build alone.

I presented Hamit-

ision, | began with what
seemed like an unlikely com-
parison. On the surface, the
Western Negev and Vietnam
could not be more different:

an arid landscape shaped by
conflict and scarcity against a
lush, coastal, ecologically rich
nation.

And yet both regions operate
under extreme, recurring, sys-
temic shocks. In the Western
Negev, that shock is geopoliti-
cal, sudden, severe, and unpre-
dictable. In Vietnam, it arrives
as Category-5 typhoons, flash
flooding, extended droughts,
and advancing saline water.

In both cases, the central
challenge is identical: How do
you build a food system that
continues to function when
everything around it is failing?

Standard agricultural tech-
nology runs out of answers
here. When a typhoon brings
down the civilian power grid,
standalone sensors and smart
irrigation systems become dead
weight. They are built for sta-
bility. We do not live in a stable
world.

At Hamitbah, we build what
we call Resilience Tech: an
interlocking survival ecosystem
of autonomous drones, smart
water management systems,
and military-grade anti-jam-
ming communications, inte-
grated into a single operational
stack.

The result is a farm and a
community that remains
functional even during total
power or GPS blackouts. True
food security is the ability of
a family, a village, a nation to
keep producing food when the
worst happens. That demands
functional continuity under

pressure.
Nothing at Hamitbah was

developed in a comfortable lab-
oratory. It was built in the field,
stress-tested under real con-
ditions, and refined through
years of operating at the edge of
what agricultural systems can
bear.

That history is what makes
the Western Negev a meaning-
ful resource for a country like
Vietnam: a live sandbox where
the pressures are genuine and
the results have already been
proven.

We are proposing a relation-
ship built on that foundation,
one in which Vietnamese agri-
cultural needs and realities
shape the design of solutions
from the beginning, and where
they are developed and validat-
ed together before being scaled.
We are at the very start of that
conversation, and we intend to
pursue it with full seriousness.

We are deeply grateful to the
Vietnamese Embassy for the
warmth and vision with which
they organized this seminar. It
was exactly the kind of first step
that points somewhere worth
going.

Thirty-three years of diplo-
matic friendship between Israel
and Vietnam is a proud foun-
dation. What could be built on
top of it - in agriculture, in resil-
ience, in shared problem-solv-
ing - is a story still waiting to
be written. And 1, for one, am
glad to be in the room where
it begins.

The writer is the director of
immovation diplomacy and stra-
tegic partnerships at Hamitbah,
the Western Negev Innovation
Authority.
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32 years since the AMIA bombing in Buenos Aires

« By SHIMON AXEL
WAHNISH

ome say that the bomb-
S ing of the AMIA Jewish

cummunily center was
an attack against the Jewish
community. Others argue
that it was an attack against
Argentina as a whole.

Both are right: the attack
took place on Argentinian soil
and specifically larg,eled the
Jewish community. But I pre-
fer to say that i
against humanity itself. That
is the essence of terrorism: to
sow fear as a strategy to under-
mine the very foundations of
morality and civilization.

I still remember that tragic
Monday, July 18, 1994.1 was at
home, about 20 blocks from
the AMIA building, when at
9:53 a.m. | heard the explo-
sion and felt the walls shake.
The images on television
showed the unimaginable.
Once again.

Barely two years after the
bombing of the Israeli Embas-
sy in Buenos Aires, it was
happening all over again: the
same enemies, the same ter-
rorists, in the same city. This
time with even greater cruelty
- 85 lives, ordinary citizens
like any one of us, torn from
this world, leaving behind
grieving families, loved ones,
and shattered dreams.

We live in an increasing-
Iy polarized world. Evil has
become ever more fanatical
and extremist, and for that
very reason, the forces of good
must also become stronger,
more united, and more vocal.
Today, more than ever, silence
is no longer an option; silence
is an accomplice to terror.

In a world that too often
chooses the comfort of
silence, President Javier Milei
has distinguished himself
through his courageous and
unwavering stand against ter-
rorism and antisemitism. He
unequivocally condemned
the cowardly terrorist attacks
of October 7 and firm-

RESCUE WORKERS search for survivors and victims in the rubble left after a powerful car bomb destroyed the Buenos Aires
headquarters of the Argentine Israeli Mutual Association (AMIA), in 1994. (enrique Marcarian/Reuters)

ly defended Israel’s right to
self-defense.

He designated Hamas and
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps as terrorist orga-
nizations and expelled Iran’s
chargé d’affaires from Argen-
tina. This year, Argentina
also assumed the presidency
of the International Holo-
caust Remembrance Alliance
(IHRA), becoming the first
Latin American country to do
50.

Whereas previous Argen-
tinian governments signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing with Iran - effectively
obscuring responsibility for
the attacks despite the Argen-
tinian judiciary’s determina-
tion that the Islamic Republic
of Iran and its proxy Hezbollah
were responsible - Milei chose

instead to sign the Memoran-
dum for Freedom and Democ-
racy with Israel to combat ter-
rorism and antisemitism. He
then expanded that vision to
the entire region through the
Isaac Accords.

This final point is especial-
ly significant because it is
no longer merely a bilateral
initiative, but a regional proj-
ect. Inspired by US President
Donald Trump’s Abraham
Accords, the Isaac Accords
seek to establish a strategic
framework for strengthening
cooperation between Latin
America and Israel among
those nations committed to
defending life, liberty, and
democracy, while combating
terrorism and antisemitism.
Under Javier Milei’s leader-
ship, Argentina has become

a regional model and beacon
for these values.

Ultimately, President Milei
has chosen to place Argentina
on the right side of history.

ALTHOUGH TODAY we gather
to commemorate the victims of
the AMIA bombing, we cannot
afford the naivety of a narrow
view of history. Terrorist attacks
must never be seen as isolated
events; they are links in a global
strategy of terror.

The bombing of the Israeli
Embassy in Argentina, the
AMIA bombing, the September
11 attacks, October 7, and the
long and tragic list of countless
other atrocities are all part of
the same chain: the campaign
of radical Islamist terrorism
that seeks to destroy the foun-
dations of Western civilization

and undermine peace, coexis-
tence, and genuine tolerance.

It is no coincidence that
in Iran, American and Israeli
flags are publicly burned amid
chants of “Death to the Great
Satan™ and “Death to the Lit-
tle Satan.” Intolerance becomes
violence, violence becomes ter-
rorism, and tolerance toward
that intolerance becomes fertile
ground for terror to spread.

As the German essayist Kurt
Tucholsky wrote, a nation is
defined not only by what it
does, but also by what it toler-
ates. At its core, we are witness-
ing a profound clash between
a culture that glorifies death
and a culture that sanctifies life.
They speak different moral lan-
guages. That is why dialogue
with terrorists is impossible:
one cannot reason with those

PEOPLE HOLD images of the victims of the 1994 bombing
attack on the AMIA community center, in Buenos Aires, last

year. (Mariana Nedelcu/Reuters)

who speak an entirely different
moral language.

The Torah teaches: “I have
set before you life and death...
therefore choose life, so that
you and your descendants may
live” (Deuteronomy 30:19).

For many years, | wondered
why such a commandment
was necessary. Would any per-
son in their right mind truly
choose death? Today, I believe
I have found one possible
answer: silence in the face of
terror is choosing death.

Tolerance toward terrorist
intolerance is choosing death.
Every day, each of us must
choose life: by raising our voic-
es against terror, condemning
terrorism and injustice, stand-
ing together to confront them,
and doing everything within

our power to defend life, lib-
erty, peace, and stability. Only
then can we secure a future for
our children, as the verse con-
cludes: “so that you and your
descendants may live.”

This year marks the 32nd
anniversary of that brutal and
cowardly attack. In Hebrew, the
number 32 corresponds to the
numerical value of the word
lev, meaning “heart.” May this
open wound move our hearts.
May we feel the pain of every
victim and every grieving fam-
ily as our own.

And may we do everything
within our power to bring jus-
ticeand truth into the world, so
that we may help heal the heart
of humanity and of our society.

The writer is a rabbi and the
Argentinian ambassador to Israel.

What were they thinking?

WASHINGTON WATCH
* By DOUGLAS BLOOMFIELD

That was enough.

AIPAC

world’s largest Jewish popula-

The foreign policy lesson
hidden in Lamentations

wanted him out. It spent more
than $2. 3mi|lim\ to defeat him,
Ithougt ging rarely, if

ran's most powerful weapon
I is not the Shahed drone or

Fateh ballistic missiles but its
ability to strangle the global econ-
omy by closing the Strait of Hor-
muz through which 20% of the
world’s oil supply passes.

Who in their right mind would
have thought they'd never use
that weapon if their supreme
leader were assassinated by its
two most hated enemies as part
of a massive war to destroy their
regime?

Who believed US President
Donald Trump when he declared
“in the first hour [the war| was
over” and that the Islamic Repub-
lic would be crushed and would
accept his demand for “uncondi-
tional surrender” and a new lead-
er of his choosing?

What was Trump thinking
when this week he declared the
Strait of Hormuz “OPEN, and
will remain OPEN, with or with-
out Iran.” It was wide open to all
before the US and Israel started
this war, and now it is open only
to ships willing to dodge Iranian
attacks.

And instead of free passage,
Trump wants to charge “20% on
all cargo shipped” to help pay for
his fiasco. His bloviating imme-
diately sent oil prices up and the
stock indexes down.

Did he think Iran would fold
overnight like Venezuela? Did he
think he could then sail on to cap-
ture Cuba and set up Marco Rubio
with his own country?

The strange doings in Washing-
ton were just a small component
of the “what were they think-
ing?" march of folly in this surre-
alistic new world.

What was Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu thinking when
he put Israel’s security in the
hands of a not-so-stable genius?
Partner, schmartner. Trump has
cursed, cajoled, and demoted
Netanyahu, confident he “will do
whatever [ want him to do.”

Israel was frozen out of negoti-
ations with Tehran, even when
they involved stopping it from
pursuing Hezbollah in Lebanon,
which wanted its country back

from Iran’s terrorist proxies.

Trump wants Netanyahu to
know who's boss. “If it weren't
for me, Israel would not exist,” he
has sai

US Vice President JD Vance
reminded Israel that Trump
may be its one remaining friend
among world leaders. Netanya-
hu squandered global sympathy
following October 7 with the
massive destruction of Gaza and
the tens of thousands of civilians
killed, injured, and left homeless
in its wake.

Did no one think that the
world would no longer see Israel
as the victim but as the vindictive
destroyer?

When it comes to deals, what
made the Mossad think it could
install former president Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad as the new
head of the conquered Iran,
a Holocaust denier who had
demanded the “Zionist regime”
must be “wiped off the map?”

What were American Jewish
leaders thinking as they saw pub-
lic opinion turning against Israel
and were too quick to blame it on
antisemitism and bad PR rather
than the policies and destruction
of the extremist right-wing Net-
anyahu government in Gaza and
the West Bank and its anti-demo-
cratic turn?

And what were they think-
ing when they viewed campus
anti-Israel, prr»l ‘alestinian  pro-
tests as the same threat to Amer-
ican Jews as the revival of armed
neo-Nazism and fascistic militias
and a major political party that
thinks they’re “very fine people?”

WHAT WERE they thinking
when, instead of listening to
the serious concerns of friends,
AIPAC and others declared war
on long-time supporters of Israel
who asked too many questions?

New Jersey Democratic Con-
gressman Tom Malinowski had a
long history of support for Isra-
el and even visited once on an
AIPAC-sponsored trip, But in the
wake of Gaza, he began to ques-
tion the unconditional aid to the
Jewish state.

at all, menlmned Israel or the
real reason for the attacks.

It blew up in their smug faces
when Malinowski was defeated
by Analilia Mejia, a progressive
who accused Israel of commit-
ting genocide in Gaza. Mejia
will likely win the solid blue dis-
trict in November and vote with
her anti-AIPAC mentors, Sen.
Bernie Sanders and Representa-
tive Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.

This wasn't a one-off for the
once-vaunted lobby. It had tilt-
ed Right for years under the
influence of wealthy Republi-
can donors, neocon staffers,
and Netanyahu.

They apparently decided they
could take the Democrats and
Jews for granted - after all, they
had nowhere else to go - and
focus on the increasingly influ-
ential evangelicals and Republi-
can Right.

As one source close to Net-
anyahu explained, the evangel-
icals give us their prayers and
votes; the Jews give us advice.

What were AIPAC leaders
thinking when they dropped
the group’s long-standing and
successful policy of neither rat-
ing nor endorsing candidates
and set up political action com-
mittees (PACs) to not only rate
and endorse but to finance as
well?

Democratic and independent
supporters felt rejected when
the first tranche of endorse-
ments was packed with 2020
election deniers and far-right
extremists.

Along the way, the lobby
went from unknown outside
Washington to a campaign lia-
bility across the country, with
many candidates swearing off
“AIPAC money.” They went
from pursued to pariah. You
have to wonder whether they
are losing more friends for Israel
than they are making.

Who were the Jewish vot-
ers who voted for a mayoral
candidate who openly ques-
tions Israel’s right to exist as
the world's only Jewish state?
Zohran Mamdani, the Mus-
lim mayor of the city with the

tion, is an ardent supporter of
the Palestinian cause and has
accused Israel of waging “geno-
cidal war” in Gaza. He won the
votes of a third of New York’s
Jewish voters.

Recent polls show more Amer-
icans are sympathetic to the
Palestinians than to Israel, and
that American Jews approve of
Mamdani by a margin of 44 to
32 over Netanyahu.

His message of affordabi
was much more aligned with
traditional Jewish positions
than those of his opponents,
and his views about Israel appar-
ently just weren’t as important.

What were Maine Democrats
thinking when they nominated
for the Senate a candidate with
a Nazi tattoo and a history of
sexual abuse?

You might ask the same about
Republicans who picked an
elderly genital-grabbing phi-
landerer with court judgments
against him for sexual assault
and accusations of such con-
duct by at least 18 women. Since
he won his election, one might
conclude Republicans are more
tolerant than Democrats, who
quickly dumped their abuser.

When looking at so many
boneheaded decisions, you
have to ask, what were they
thinking? Like when Vance
said the country was being run
by “childless cat ladies.” And
when former US president Joe
Biden stayed in the 2024 race
long after he and everyone else
knew it was time to step down.

When Trump nominated
attorney general Rep. Matt
Gates, who was under ethics
investigations for paying for
sex with a minor, or Georgia
Republicans picked Herschel
Walker to run for the Senate
despite his history of domes-
tic violence, or Florida Gover-
nor Ron DeSantis, who likened
slavery to an apprenticeship for
African Americans.

You can ask, what were they
thinking? Maybe it's just that
they weren't.

The writer is a Washing-
ton-based journalist, consultant,
lobbyist, and former legislative
director at the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee.

* By TOVA HERZL

which this year will be marked next

Thursday, lions of Jews read the
Book of Lamentations to mourn the destruc-
tion of the Firstand Second Temples. What is
often overlooked is that the book repeatedly
links Judea’s national catastrophe not only
to military defeat and human suffering, but
also to the loss of allies and international
standing, which in today’s

E very year on the fast day of Tisha B'Av,

The theme appears in the very first verse:
“How lonely sits the city once so full of peo-
ple! She who was great among the nations
has become like a widow; she who was a
princess among the provinces has become a
vassal” (Lamentations 1:1).

The opening image is not merely one of
grief. It contrasts Jerusalem’s former pres-
tige among the nations with its subsequent
abandonment. A kingdom that had recently
enjoyed influence and status found itself
isolated and subjugated to others.

Jewish tradition attributes [

caravan of Ishmaelite merchants. Archaeo-
logical evidence confirms that goods moved
across land and sea throughout the ancient
Near East, yet most households remained
largek) self-sufficient. Even in that far less

TS cted world, L ions por-
trays isolation as a profound national vul-
nerability.

How much more relevant is that lesson
today, when no country, not even the Unit-
ed States and China, which are large and
rich in resources, can thrive in complete
isolation. That reality applies all the more to
asmall country such as Israel.

Yet much of Israel's political leadership
appears to treat international realities as sec-
ondary. Some invoke the biblical phrase, “A
people that dwells alone,” as though it were
an ideal or even an instruction for statecraft.
When criticized over Israel’s deteriorating
international position and challenged with
the threat of sanctions, they often respond
that Israel can manage on its own.,

One example stands out. After the Ummd
States ily a el

of certain because of concerns

to the prophet Jeremiah, who was persecut-
ed in part because he warned against relying
on Egypt. In his view, it was Babylon that
would determine Judea’s fate, and rebellion
was doomed. The political leadership dis-
missed unwelcome criticism and reassured
the people that under their guidance, every-
thing would be fine.

History proved Jeremiah right. In 586 BCE,
Babylon destroyed the First Temple, devas-
tated the Kingdom of Judea, and sent much
of its population into exile.

Scholars debate both the aulhunl‘up and

about how they might be used, Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu declared, “If we
have to, we will fight with our fingernails.”

He knows perfectly well that modern wars
cannot be fought with fingernails. Nor can
they be won with bare hands, or even with
the sling that David famously used against
Goliath.

Instead of bravado, Israel’s leaders would
do well to listen to today’s heirs of Jeremiah:
those who warn against the illusion that
determination alone can overcome geopolit-
ical realities. Statesmanship requires a sober

the precise date of 1

it is generally associated with that penod
Among its most harrowing passages are
those describing mothers consuming their
own children during the siege. These verses
portray not only starvation but the utter
collapse of hope and humanity.

ALONGSIDE VIVID descriptions of personal
and national suffering, Lamentations repeat-
edly returns to another theme: \epamlmn

of

of Israel’s relative strength, of its
e on allies and ¢ ion with
Lhnm and of the importance of preserving
international legitimacy and partnerships.

The Book of Lamentations is not a treatise
on foreign policy. Yet it stands as a remark-
ably enduring reminder that a nation that
ignores the limits of its power and loses its
network of external support becomes dan-
gerously vulnerable.

One can only hope that Jews will continue

from other nations and the cc
standing alone. The book aunhule‘ Judu\ 'S
fate to its sins; it does not ask whether dip-
lomatic isolation caused the destruction or
resulted from it. Instead, isolation is pre-
sented as an integral part of the national
calamity.

In the ancient world, international inter-
dependence was limited, although trade cer-
tainly existed. King Solomon imported cedar
from Lebanon to build the Temple, and long
before that, Joseph’s brothers sold him to a

reading 1 s solely as the record
of ancient disasters, and on]) in reference to
past leaders who believed they could bend
reality to their will, ignored uncomfortable
warnings, failed to grasp the price of interna-
tional isolation, and did not act to prevent it.

The writer was Israel’s first ambassador to the
Baltic states after the disintegration of the Soviet
Union, ambassador to South Africa, and the
congressional liaison officer at the Israeli embas-
sy in Washington. She is a graduate of Israel’s
National Defense College.
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* By SHERWIN POMERANTZ

S Representative Ro
l , Khanna (D-CA) visited

Israel last week for the
express purpose, as he termed
it, of seeing what the Palestin-
ians in Judea and Samaria (the
Occupied West Bank, as he
called it) who live there are up
against.

Who is this person who has
internalized such a visceral dis-
like of Israel?

For starters, Khanna, who
represents a district at the
southern end of Silicon Valley,
and Representative Thomas
Massie (R-KY), who was recent-
ly primaried out of running for
another term because Trump
dislikes him, teamed up in Con-
gress recently to fight the inte-
gration of the US and Israeli
militaries.

Together, they introduced
an amendment to the 2027
National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act (NDAA) to strip fund-
ing and tech-sharing programs
between the two countries.
Thankfully, the leadership of
the House of Representatives
blocked the amendment from
receiving a vote, which Khan-
na then termed “unconsciona-
ble.”

Both lawmakersargued, with-
out substantiation, that such
integration threatens Amer-
ican sovereignty and avoids
congressional oversight while
giving no detail as to why they
thought this way.

Of course, they both have a

not a friend of ours, to be sure.
During his visit this past week,
he alleged that armed Israeli
settlers and mjll!axv personnel
d an ined his

receiving a report of settlers
blocking vehicles. In the words
of the IDF: “Upon their arrival,
the troops disbursed the Israeli
civilians and allowed the vehi-
cles to continue on their way.”
Khanna also said: “What peo-
ple in America are asking is,
are you so bought and sold by

vehicle in the vllla;,e of Turmus
Aiya for over an hour. Khan-
na later criticized the Israeli
Defense Forces for protecting
the settlers in a taped interview
during his visit aired on DRM
news.

He said of the IDF person-
nel who arrived on the scene
to assist: “I saw the arrogance
in the eyes of those settlers.
21- and 22-year-olds with
guns, laughing that they had
detained us. The arrogance of
those young IDF soldiers that
my tax dollars are funding, It is
thearrogance of power, a power
that has had no accountability,
total impunity, and has created
a toxic culture of oppression.”

Notice how he conflated the
settlers that had blocked the
road on which his van was trav-
eling and the IDF troops who
came 1o assist. For sure, settlers
living in Judea and Samaria are
dearly in violation of the law
if they stopped the vehicle in
which the Cc was

the and pohu-
cal donors that you cannot see
human injustice? So, if you
are unwilling to speak up for
Palestinian human rights, if
you are unwilling to speak up
against the genocide in Gaza,
the apartheid in the West Bank,
then you are morally compro-
mised and we cannot trust you
to fight for Medicare for all, or
to fight for workers over the bil-
lionaires, or to fight for justice
and human rights, in the Unit-
ed States.”

What a mouthful, eh? In
speaking about what he hears
from the electorate in the US,
he spews forth every canard
spoken over the years about
what is going on here with pre-
sumed linkage to the resultant
inability of the voter to trust
him because of what his posi-
tion may be about Israel.

Sadly, that does seem to be
the litmus test in American pol-
itics these days. Nevertheless, it
takes a certain amount of gall to

traveling and, if thatis the case,
they should be prosecuted.
Sadly, it is common knowl-
edge that most often there is
no accountability for the illegal
acts of the settler community.
That must change, of course.
Yet according to the IDF's
report on the incident, the

history of of
US involvement in Middle East
conflicts. Khanna has also crit-
icized Israel’s military conduct
in Gaza and opposed funding
for the Iron Dome. Khanna is

military claimed
that Khanna's gmde knowingly
brought him into a closed mil-
itary area near Khirbet Zanuta.
When notified, IDF troops and
police officers intervened after

invoke a istent genocide
in Gaza as something Ameri-
can citizens care about when
what they probably really want
their representatives to do is
to reinstate their full Medicare
coverage or fight for the rights
of workers in the US.

Yet what is most surprising to
this writer is that there seems to
have been no official Israeli gov-
ernment escort with Khanna's
group as they toured the area.
How come?

Congressman Khanna is a
known quantity here who is on

ow Israel blew US Rep. Khanna’s vis

t

US REP. Ro Khanna is interviewed by Reuters during a visit to Turmus Ayya, near Ramallah, in the West Bank, last week. (Ammar Awad/Reuters)

national television in the US
often mouthing the same driv-
el there that he emoted here.
So, hopefully, our government
knew that this was someone
who would make the trip just
to stir up more anger at Israel,
not only among his district’s
constituents, but also Ameri-
cans generally, given that he is
now a nationally known polit-
ical figure.

One would think, therefore,
that a well-run Foreign Minis-
try would make sure that there
was someone from the Minis-
try with Khanna all the time
he was in the country. First of
all, Israel could then carefully
watch what he does, where he
goes, and what he says.

But as importantly, if there
wasan incident such as the one
described, whatever the disput-

ed particulars turn out to have
actually occurred, the Israeli

she can be denied entry and
then go back to his or her coun-

& P pre-
sumably would have known
how to deal with it.

For those who think that it
is possible that Israel offered
an escort and Khanna or his
people refused, that is highly
unlikely in my opinion. If that
had been the case, it would
have surfaced in the resultant
news feeds, but there has been
nary a mention of such an offer
by either side.

Nevertheless, why doesn't
Israel have a policy in place
that says, while we welcome
such visits, we consider them
important enough to have a
government  representative
accompany the visitor while in
Israel.

If the visitor refuses, he or

try and us. For the
kind of visitor that Ro Khanna
represents, that's going to hap-
pen either way. So, there is no
downside, is there?

The citizens of his district
may, of course, honestly believe
that Khanna is, as he says,
“morally compromised.” How-
ever, their reasons for feeling
that way probably have very
little to do with his position on
Israel.

My guess is that the good citi-
zens of Milpitas and Sunnyvale
in the southern Silicon Valley
of California (i.e., the district
he represents), given a choice,
would prefer that he spend his
valuable time and exert his con-
siderable influence on making
their lives better and less time

on bashing Israel. Not doing
so would do more to make him
morally compromised than
anything that happens here.

Ro Khanna is no friend of
ours, nor does he understand
Israel’s role as the canary in
the coal mine against Iranian
aggression. Perhaps when he
returns to the US, he should
spend more time with the large
Israeli tech presence in his dis-
trict to learn why supporting
Israel is as much in the interest
of the US as itis in ours.

The writer, a 42-year resident
of Jerusalem, is a former nation-
al president of the Association of
Americans and Canadians in Isra-
¢l, a past chairperson of the board
of the Pardes Institute of Jewish
Studies, and a Roard Member of
the Israel-America Chamber of
Conmerce (AMCHAM).

A two-pronged blood libel

* By AVNER AMICHAI

ershon Baskin's recent harangue
G against “settler violence” and the

Israeli government contains not
even a hint of serious analysis. It is a sor-
did exercise in projection that repackages
ancient antisemitic tropes.

In fact, Baskin peddles two blood libels:
the “Jewish settler violence” blood libel
and the “Jewish right-wing extremist politi-
cians” blood libel.

Both aim to demonize and delegitimize
more than half a million Jewish residents
of Judea and Samaria and to facilitate their
ultimate removal through escalating diplo-
matic pressure, sanctions, boycotts, territo-
rial strangulation, and terrorism, making
the heart of the Land of Israel Judenrein.

Whereas medieval libels accused Jews of
poisoning wells or murdering non-Jews for
ritual purposes, today's version is a careful-
ly constructed inversion of reality ampli-
fied by hostile governments, foreign-funded
NGOs, the UN, the EU, and fringe Israeli
voices, such as Baskin’s, who accuse Jewish
civilians in Judea and Samaria of waging a
systematic “one-sided war” on Palestinians
and on Israeli democracy itself.

Baskin has carved out a special place for
himself in the pantheon of mouthpieces for
hostile foreign forces that seek to terminate
the Jewish presence in Judea and Samaria.

His credentials are outstanding: his Israel/
Palestine Center for Research and Informa-
tion received millions in funding from for-
eign governmental aid agencies, including
Sweden’s Sida, the UK's DFID, the Nether-
lands’ DGIS, Swiss Development Aid, and
USAID, to promote a two-state “solution”
that would mean the destruction of Jewish
communities - first in Judea and Samaria,
and Jerusalem, and then in the rest of Israel.

Baskin also serves as co-director of the
Holy Land Bond, a UK-registered impact
investment fund dedicated to “Palestinian
housing... in East Jerusalem” - the capital of
Israel, lest someone need reminding.

It should therefore come as no surprise
that Baskin’s “opinion” is proffered in
the perverse language of inherent Jewish

iracy theo-
nes, and culleuwe guilt {or lsulaled inci-
dents of Jewish misdeeds. These are the
classic tools of antisemitic demonization.

The facts that might easily di

is on the brink of collapse also holds no
water. The rate of indictments against Jews
accused of violence is significantly higher
than against all other types of offenses, and
the rate of crime - of any kind - is lower in
Judea and Samaria than anywhere in Israel
and among the lowest in the western world.

In stark contrast, Shin Bet (Israel Security
Agency) data documents thousands of Pal-
estinian terror attacks annually - stabbings,
shootings, Molotov cocktails, vehicular
rammings, stonings, and more - that have
killed and wounded hundreds of Israelis.

Decrying the “messianic takeover” of Jew-
ish extremists is rich when it comes from
someone who seems never to have heard
of jihad, Pay-for-Slay, or “From the River to
the Sea.”

Nor has Baskin ever heard of the massive
program of illegal land grabs that the Pales-
tinian Authority and its European benefac-
tors have been perpetrating against the State
of Israel for decades - all well-documented
in Regavim reports.

The PA’s unrelenting violations of interna-
tional law - all of them funded and defend-
ed by the same European concerns that
fund Baskin’s various enterprises, as well as
Peace Now, B'Tselem, Breaking the Silence,
Rabbis for Human Rights, and other Israeli
nonprofits of their self-hating ilk - have
resulted in a fully armed, commando-ready
army at our doorstep, poised for the next
October 7.

If this God forbid comes to pass, it will be
the culmination of decades of Arab rejec-
tionism enabled by voices like Baskin's that
prefer Palestinian “state-building” over con-
fronting our enemies’ eliminationist ideol-
ogy.

Baskin’s selective vision is not limited to
the facts; it extends to the perversely selec-
tive definition of Judaism he advocates.

“We are losing the Judaism of human
dignity,” he lamented, without any regard
for the rights and dignity of the overwhelm-
ingly law-abiding, idealistic Jewish pioneers
of Judea and Samaria or for the elements
of Judaism he prefers to ignore altogether,
particularly the Divine commandment to
reclaim and settle the Land of Israel.

Baskin’s universalist quasi-Judaism seeks
to sever our covenantal roots, to supplant
our national heritage, and to erase the
redemptive purpose of our return to our
ancestral h

Baskin’s claims are out there, but he has
absolutely no relationship with them: hard
data collected and analyzed by Regavim in a
report titled “False Flags and Real Agendas”
takes apart the prime sources of this blood
libel, examining the UN's reporting of over
8,300 “settler violence” incidents from 2016
to early 2023 to reveal the fraud.

Roughly 90% of reports are outright fab-
rications, malicious misrepresentations, or
irrelevant complaints that have nothing
to do with violence, nothing to do with
“settlers,” or nothing to do with Judea or
Samaria (the “West Bank”).

BASKIN’S CLAIM that Israeli democracy

The real war on Israeli democracy is not
being waged by a small group of hotheaded
Jewish extremists; it is being waged by for-
eign governments and their NGO proxies
who weaponize “international law” against
Jews, fund the quiet Arab takeover of Israel’s
heartland, and demonize Jews and the Jew-
ish State while excusing Palestinian rejec-
tionism and terror.

For the majority of Israelis, the lesson of
October 7, 2023, is that excusing or ignoring
Arab aggression is immoral and dangerous.
Baskin’s op-ed exemplifies the ideological
pathology behind the blood libel, and it
behooves each of us to call it by name.

The writer is a diplomatic liaison of Regavim.

How democratic Israelis can win

ENCOUNTERING PEACE

* By GERSHON BASKIN

ast week, | wrote that we
L are at war. Not the war of
Israel against Iran or Hez-
bollah or Hamas but the war
being waged inside Israel and
in the occupied West Bank by
religious right-wing extremists
and their violent settler agents.
ians are the i i

protect Palestinians under its
control betrays itself, not only
Palestinians.

We must defend Palestinians
because that is how we defend
Israel. The test of Israeli democ-
racy is not how the state treats
Jews in Tel Aviv. The test is how
it treats I in Hebron,

vnc(lms, but the real target is
Israel itself - democratic Israel.

They are defeating us because
they know what they want,
and we do not yet act as if we
know what to defend.

They want a messianic, hala-
chic kingdom of God. We want
a democratic state: an Israel
with a Jewish majority, root-
ed in Jewish history, Hebrew
culture, and Jewish self-de-
termination - but a state that
belongs equally to all its citi-
zens, as promised in the Decla-

Masafer Yatta, the Jordan Val-
ley, Huwara, Burin, and the
South Hebron Hills. If the army
controls their lives, the state
is responsible for their safety.
If the state permits settlers to
terrorize them, democracy is
already being destroyed.

We also need legal warfare.
Every settler attack must be
documented. Every failure of
the army or police must be
recorded. Every illegal outpost
must be challenged in court.
Lvery budget line funding

ration of pendence, They
want Jewish supremacy. We
want equality before the law.
They want land without Pal-
estinians. We want a state that
protects every citizen and every
person under its authority.

This is a struggle over wheth-
er Israel remains a democracy;
whether the army serves the
state or a messianic movement,
whether the law protects every-
one or only Jews, and whether
Judaism in public life is moral
responsibility or a weapon of
domination.

It is time to wake up and
acknowledge that there is no
democracy with occupation. A
state cannot permanently rule
over millions of people with-
out equal rights and still call
itself a democracy. The occu-
pation corrupts the army, the
law, our politics, and our moral
language. It creates the space in
which violent settlers become
instruments of policy. Ending
the occupation is not a con-
cession to Palestinians. It is a
necessity for saving Israel.

To win, democratic Israelis
need moral clarity. Violent set-
tlers are not “hilltop youth.”
They are political actors using
violence to achieve ideological
goals. When ministers defend
them, soldiers protect them,
police fail to arrest them, and
prosecutors fail to indict them,
the state becomes a partner in
the crime. Jewish terrorism is
terrorism. A state that does not

y must be exposed.
Everv official who enables vio-
lence must be named. Legal
teams, human rights organiza-
tions, former security official
lawyers, journalists, and citi-
zens must work together every
day.

We need political organiza-
tion. The extremists have par-
ties, rabbis, youth movements,
donors, media channels, yeshi-
vas, ministers, and a clear ide-
ology. Demonstrations are nec-
essary but not enough. Protest
without organization fades.
We need a democratic political
front whose mission is to save
Israel from messianic authori-
tarianism.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu is a major part of
the danger but not all of it. The
deeper danger is the ideological
movement seeking to replace
democratic Israel with a reli-
gious-nationalist regime.

This front must be Jewish-Ar-
ab. There is no way to preserve
Israeli democracy while exclud-
ing 20% of Israel’s citizens from
political power. Arab citizens
are not guests. They are citi-
zens. Arab parties are Israeli
parties. Arab votes are Israeli
votes.

Any democratic coalition
that treats Arab citizens as
outside the legitimate politi-
cal camp is already accepting
part of the ! logic.

partnership as equal partners
ina shared civic project.

Israeli citizens must go where
the state is failing: accompa-
ny shepherds; help Palestinian
farmers reach their land; bring
cameras, lawyers, members of
Knesset, rabbis, diplomats, and
journalists; and stand between
violent settlers and Palestinian
families. Nonviolent presence
matters. Witness matters. Pro-
tection matters.

We must take back Judaism
from those who have turned it
into a weapon. Judaism is not
a license to dominate anoth-
er people. Jewish history does
not justify Jewish supremacy.

our neighbors, beginning with
the Palestinians, at the top of
the national agenda. Peace
must become the organizing
principle of Israeli policy, with-
in a framework of regional
security, economic develop-
ment, normalization, mutual
recognition, and partnership.

Israel’s long-term security
will not come from permanent
control over another people. It
will come from ending occu-
pation and building a region-
al order in which Palestinians
and Israelis can both live in
freedom and security.

The final requirement is
courage. Many Israelis know

Israelis who believe in
democracy and human dignity
must speak louder. A state with
a Jewish majority that loses its
moral soul will not be saved by
more flags, more settlements,
more guns, or more biblical
slogans.
The IDF belongs to the state,
not to the settlers. Soldiers are
not private guards for violent
extremists. The army must pro-
tect every person under its con-
trol. Former chiefs of staff, Shin
Bet (Israel Security Agency)
heads, Mossad heads, generals,
and police commanders must
say publicly and repeatedly:
Settler violence is a strategic
threat to Israel.

And we must defend free and
fair elections. We must not
allow Netanyahu or anyone
else to postpone them, manip-
ulate them, distort their results,
or create a crisis designed to
prevent the public from decid-
ing. The next election on Octo-
ber 27 must be a referendum
on whether Israel remains a
democracy.

Defending elections begins
now: protecting the Central
Elections Comminee, resisting

abused for

what is They know
that Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich and his allies are not
merely another political fac-
tion. They know that the vio-
lent settler movement is chang-
ing the character of the state.
But they are afraid - of internal
conflict, of being called trai-
tors, of admitting how deep the
danger has become.

There is no unity with those
who are destroying democracy
from within. There is no peace
with political violence. There
is no democracy without con-
fronting those who seek to end
it

We can win this war. The
extremists are a minority. They
are powerful because they are
organized and because the
majority has been passive.

To win, democratic Israelis
must become a movement, not
a mood. We must defend the
law and we must defend Pal-
estinians under Israeli control.
Jewish-Arab equality must be
part of our national identity.
The army must not be politi-
cized. We must stand up for the
courts, moral Judaism, and the
Declaration of Independence
as the dation of our com-

political survwal and exposing
every attempt to delegitimize
Arab voters, Arab parties, or the
democratic opposition.

But winning an election is
not enough. The next govern-
ment must be ready from day
one to dismantle illegal out-
posts, remove violent settlers
from areas where they terror-
ize Palestinians, restore the
authority of the police and
courts, investigate state fund-
ing to extremist networks, and
return the Civil Administration
top i control before it

The next democratic coalition
must include real jewish-Arab

is evemun!ly dismantled.
It must also put peace with all

mon civiclife.

This is a struggle for the Israel
we still believe can exist: dem-
ocratic, equal, moral, secure,
rooted in Jewish and Hebrew
culture, belonging to all its cit-
izens, honoring and respect-
ing universal human rights,
ending the occupation, and at
peace with its neighbors.

The war is already here. The
question is whether we finally
decide to fight it —and win.

The writer is the Middle East
director of the International Com-
munities Organization and the
co-head of the Alliance for Two
States.
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This marrow passage Hrseoerse is but temporary;
there isan ocean behind it weaitingfor me.

Jalal Al-Din Rumi

(E3EN- CanTury poet dore] Séhobr
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Palestinians between a rock and a hard place

n the unfortunate reality of Israeli
society, Palestinian citizens of Istacl
attract widespread public attention
only under a few clrcumstances:
when crime rates, especially homi-
cides, rise within their communities;
during elections, when the Jewish major-
ity wonders how Palestinian parties might
affect the formation of the next coalition
government; and when one of their political
representatives expresses an opinion that
challenges the dominsnt narrative
Since the beginning of the vear,
154 Palestinian citizens of Israel have
fallen victim to violent crime. This isa
staggering figure but it becomes even
more alarming when compared with the
24 homicide vietims recorded among the
remaining 80 percent of Israel's popula-
tion. The scale of the crisis, and the dally
insecurity and fear experienced in these
comumunitics, becomes painfully obvious
1t would be erroneous to place all the
blame for the current situation on the

Thereisalong
list of Israeli laws
that discriminate

against
Palestinians,
most notably the
Natlon-State Law

present government, The neglect, discrim-
ination and marginalization of Israel's
Palestinian minority have been allowed

to fester since the establishment of the
state in 1948, Some of this neglect has been
deliberate, while much of it reflects long-
standing political indifference. However,
the situation has deterdorated significantly
under the current government,

Heducing the widespread violenoe
requires a genuine partnership between
all branches of government.

The crisis is first and foremast a conse-
quence of systemic neglect. Successive
governments have failed to address
both the immediate security crisis and
the deeper social and economic condi-
tions that enable organized crime to
flourish and disempower the rest of the
society. Chironic underinvestment in
public services, discriminatory policies
and unequal access to resources have all
contributed to the problem.

Theve is a long list of Laws that
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discriminate against Palestinian citizens of
Israel, most notably the Nation-State Law.
Maore recently, the Knesset passed legisla-
tion that, acoording to the human rights
organization Adalah, provides substantial
benefits to residents of towns with Jewish
populations of between 35 percent and
55 percent that are classified as periph-
emal, according to state criteria. The use
of Jewish demographic composition as a
criterion for allocating state benefits jes
lirtle doubt about the discriminatory loghe
underpinning such legislation

Nominally, Palestinian citizens of Isracl
enjoy equal citizenship, But “nominally™
is the operative word. lsrael prides itself
on being a liberal democracy but no
single political party has ever won an
outright parliamentary majority, making
coalition governments inevitable. Despite
comprising roughly one-fifth of the
population, parties representing Pales-
tinian citizens have been almost entirely
excluded from governing coalitions, with

es

only one notable exception.

In a political system where influence and
resources are largely distributed through
canlition participation, this excluston leaves
the Palestinian minority at a profound
disadvantage. Symbolically, it sends &
message of tolerated but not equal citizens,
Without representation in government,
their interests are rarely advanced effec-
tively. This sorry situation shows no sign of
changing under the present ciroumstances,

Addressdng this crisks should be treated
s a matter of national wrgency. Israels
political leadership, together with leaders
across all sectors of society, must acknowl
edge the scale of the crists acing the Pales-
tinian community and declare it 4 national
priority. The immediate ohjective must be
to stop the violence. Beyond that, Israel
needs a comprehensive, long-term national
program almed at creating a genuinely
shared society, Only then can equality for
the Palestinian citizens of Istael become the
rule rather than the exception.
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Buried in the
agreement’s text
was a clause that
read as reasonable
but proved
combustible
in practice

How to end the Strait of Hormuz crisis

ore than four months

after tsraed and the US

launched their war

against Iran and nearly

amonth after Donald

Trump and Masoud
Pezeshidan signed a memorandum of
understanding meant to end it, the Strait of
Hormuz - not the nuclear file that suppos
edly justified the conflict in the first place
— has become the fault line on which the
entire ceasefire now tecters,

There is a bitter irony buried in that fact.
When the war hegan in late February, the
stralt was open. Tankers moved, oil flowed
and the world’s most important chokepoint
for seaborne crude functioned largely as it
always had. even as strikes fell elsewhere
in fran. But now, with the ceasefire
collapsing, the Strait of Hormuz is once
maore shuttered.

Buried in the memorandum of under-
standing’s text was a clause that read as
reasonable in the signing room but proved

combustible in practice: fran woald “make
arrangements” for the safe passige of
commercial vessels and would engage with
Oman “to define the future administra
tion” of the waterway. That is not settling
the controversy. It Is a convenlent way (o
avoid 1 erucial issue and such ambiguous
Language does not hold when 20 million
barrels of oil a day are riding on it.

Tehran used that ambiguity as a license.,

If the strait’s administration remained
undefined, Iran would lose nothing by
continuing to act as though it retained a veto
over who passes through it and on what
terms. Washington read the identical clanse
as a transition away from Iranian control,

I now hardly matters which side is to be
believed because the consequences have
long since stopped being about narrative.

What both governments and much of
the commentary surrounding this crisis
continue to miss is more basic than any
of this, The Strait of Hormuz is not Iran’s
to open or close in reaction to American

OSAMA AL-SHARIF
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misconduct and it is not Washington's to
unilaterally patrol and redefine the terms
of passage acoording to its own. It is an
international waterway and its legal status
does not depend on which government
currently feels more aggrieved,

Freedom of navigation and the right
of transit passage through international
strails are not concessions one side grants
the other in 2 memorandum — they are
baseline features of the law of the sea, the
kind of norm this ceasefire should have
reaffirmed on Day 1, rather than defer-
ring to a later, undefined “mrrangement”
between two exhausted adversaries.

Trump has now made that confusion
explicit rather than incidental. Having
spent months insisting the strait would
be “permanently toll-free” he has
reversed course entirely, declaring that
if a final deal is not reached, Washington
itself will impose charges on vessels
transiting Hormuz -~ compensation, in
his words, for services rendered as the

“guardian angel” of the regilon.

1t is remarkable that a government
that spent the carlier phase of this crisis
condemning Tehran's fee structure as
an illegal imposition on an international
waterway is now proposing an identical
imposition after deciding it preferred to be
the one collecting the fees

The way out is not another round of talks
oentered on who violated what first — that
argument has no endpoint because both
sides have an inexhaustible supply of griey
ances to cite. Nor is it a contest between
an Iranian toll and an American one, 45
though the only question worth settling is
whose flag flies over the collection booth,
What is needed is a decoupling of the
strait's legal status from the bilateral fight
altogether.

The strait was open when this war
began. It should not have taken a deficlent
memorandum of understanding to close
{1 And fis future should not depend on the
goodwill of either government
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Lebanon’s greatest strength is its unity
HANTI MAZAIMEH

chanon stands at a pivotal idenlogy. The ohjective should not be to | involve concessions affecting the country’s  efforts should therefore not be interpreted

moment in its modem his- determine who can claim political victory sovereign rights, security or territorial as abandoning deeply held political princi-

tory. The indirect talks with but rather how Lebanon can emerge integrity. The public deserves to know that — ples or f the painful chay

Iseael are not simply another stronger, more sectre and better positioned every proposal will be evaluated according  of Lebanon's history. Rather, it should

diplomatic exercise or an to facus on rebuilding its economy and to one standard alone: whether it serves be understood as an affirmation that the

attempt to contain tensions restoring confidence in its institutions. Lebanon's long-term interests, Lebanese state must remain the ultimate
along the southern border. They repr However, diplomacy alone is not enough. Such assurances are essential for guirdian of the nation's interests.

an opportunity to spare the country another
devastating conflict and to begin shifting
the national conversation from war and con-

Successful negotiations require a country
that spesiks with one voice. Lebanon has
often approached critical national issues

frontation to recovery and reconstruction. while burdened by i ] dlivisé
Whether these negotia- competing political
tions ultimately lead to a ‘.6 agendis and conflicting
Jong-term arrangement messages 1o the outside
or merely reduce the The current world, Such fragmenta-
likelihood of another “em“om deserve tion weakens the country's
military escalation, one the negotiating position before
Tact remains undentible: *viewed through discussions even begin.
no agreement will serve the lensofnational A divided nation incvi-
l:bnnunul:‘.ksilisﬁmly interest rather than ?bm“m%cﬂ
rooted in the country's I ltcal ideolo 0 minished, whilea unit
national interest and is nation negotiates with
supported by a united confidence and credibility.
Lebanese front. At this critical juncture, Lebanon’s greatest

After years of hardship, the overwhelming
majority of Lebanese, regandless of their
aspiration: to live in a country that enjovs
stahility, security and the chance to rebuild.
Another war would not solve Lebanon’s
problems, it would deepen them,

This is why the current negotiations
deserve to be viewed through the lens
of national interest rather than political

source of strength is not military capability
or political rhetoric, it Is the ability of its
people and institutions to unite behind a
single national ohjective.

This requires transparency, honul

{on and an

mmmlkmem to the nitional Imrn-a The
government must cleardy explain the objec-
tives of the negotiations and assure the
Lebanese people that no agreement will

ani Hazwivah i o
wacir edtor based n Amvnarn
X ghanihazaimeh

For Tk wersion, Jog on to
www_arabnews com/

creating the trust upon which national
unity depends,

Lebanon's political diversity should not
become an obstacle 1o that unity. The

Al the same time, support for the negotia-
tions should never mean granting the
government a blank check. Citizens have
every right — and indeed the duty —to

country has always dersand accountability,
been home 1o different “ transparency and
political movements, regular communication
::é‘:;!cunmum A divided nation ﬂmwuuﬂ;”wm
competing inevitably finds Genuine na unity
vistons of its future. s is built not on blind
These differences leverage diminished. trust but on confidence
are part of Lebanon's while a united nation that those entrusted
democratic fabric and negotiates with with repuesenting the
will continue to shape mmmﬂﬂ; country will neither
its political life. Yet ‘ COMPromise its sover-
there are moments in cignty nor sacrifice its
every nation's history when partisan loyal-  dignity under external pressure,
ties must give way to the larger national Lebanon has endured enough conflict,
interest. This is one of those moments. enough political paralysis and enowugh

Whether one supports Hezhollah,
opposes it or belongs to any other political
current, every Lebanese has a shared
stake in preserving the country’s security,
protecting its sovercignty and creating the
conditions that allow future generations to
live in peace and prosperity.

missed opportunities, It deserves a future
in which its people are no longer consumed
by the fear of another war but are instead
focused on rebuilding their economy,
educating their children, attracting invest:
ment and restoring the country's historic
role as a center of culture, commerce and

Supporting the go s fati

dial in the region.

Iscnssion about how to

manage the artificial

intelligence-driven transi-

tion usually boils down

1o the question of how

much regulation strikes
the “right balance” between innova-
tion and safety. We do not want to put i
bureaucratic lid on progress any more
than we want to leave societies to absorb,
alone and at speed, the consequences of a
technology that is transforming our most

What Al governance demands

ANA PALACIO

ahout zoning, electricity prices and
environmental protection must be made,
But Al gov is not just a
nity-level challenge. The technology is
inereasingly central o the infrastructure
of national power: military targeting,
cyber operati intelligence analysi
scientific discovery, industrial automa-
tion, surveillance, financial modeling and
political influence. Whoever controls the
most advanced models, chips, compute
clusters and talent holds not merely a

basic und ding of work, knowledg tal ad buta gic one.
power, accountability and judgment. Thls {s not lost on !hr US and China,

But this question is toa = which are competing
narrow, Regulation has “ doggedly for Al leader-
acrucal role to play but ship: each believes that
it alone does not amount We must determine falling behind would
togovernanee, Forthat,  the conditions needed  jeave it militarily,
we must determine the to enable societies to  cconomically or politi-
conditions needed to cally vulnerable. Much
enable societies to live live with Al without like with nuclear
with Al without being beingoverrunby it opons the stakes
overrun by it feel existential. Thisisa

'l‘hcﬁm:tepuamnopu;m!ﬂngnfuas recipe for secrecy, mistrust, preemption

gible — some hnal and unchecked acceleration.
that exists in the “cloud” and delivers The risks are compounded by the
whatever the prompt demands. fact that Alis more diffuse than nuclear

The hosting the physical hnology, mare fally embedded
foundations of this supposedly welght- and more broadly applicable.

less technology are now being forced (o
confront major disruptions and bear high
costs, as their lands are bought, their grids

Al governance must account for all these
factors, from the technology’s material
requirements lo ns effects on individuals,

Ang Polaca s fommes forogn minketer
of Spain and formes senion vios
PNt and el ouree of
O Werkd Bk Group s 6 weiting
T AT G o’ Liternity,

CFvopsct Bynacate

1 i

inter © To

| safety, critical infrastructure or

this end, a comprehensive architecture of
verification-based trust — broader than
nutional AT regulation and more flexible
than a classic treaty — is essential,

military decision-making, Each of these
elements would be regularly reviewed
and strengthened over time by technical
bodies that understand the evolving

The 2015 Paris Agreement on climate technology and political bodies capable
changvcﬂmamhﬂnmdculmmcdn of imposing ¢ q when it
living framework ¥ ments are ignoned.
© l mutual p , regular Of course, hot every application

upelates, reliable measurement and broad
participation. But an analogous Al agree-
ment must also reflect a key lesson of

requires the same treatment. A narrow
tool used in Jow-risk settings requires
limited oversight. By contrast, a frontier

nonproliferation regimes: where political model capable of affecting cybersecurity,
trust is weak, it must be supplemented biological design, military operations or
by testing, limits and = the autonomy of critical
verification. DG systems must be subject
The resulting frame- to stricter requirements
work would combine Noone would board an and, in extreme cases,
the flexibility of climate alrceraftor takeanew  intervention,
diplomucy with the disci- dn.g safet w Some might argue
pline of nuclear control. li()'l.':;ﬂﬂli;)ﬁﬁ"l that this would stifie
Evolving commitments innevation. But no one
woukd be maiched by ofmanufacturers i hoard an aircrant
mechanisms for assessing or take 2 new drug if
the credibility and impact of lhnsemmrml safety depended solely on the goodwill
ments. State action would be ace i of facturers. In these fields, regula-
by ibilitics for i tion does not eliminate risk: it makes risk
An “Al Paris Agreement” would provide  socially bearable. The same is true for AL
definitions for fronti dels; Such a framework cannot be presented
thresholds for enhanced scrutiny; as a European project, an American fnstru-

mandatory incident reporting; shared
evaluation standards; protection of model
weights; rules for deployment in sensi.

ment or an alliance aimed at countering
China. Its legitimacy would depend on
inclusion, with countries at the techno.
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The agony of being a goalie in the World Cup

Some

reasons
11

Tim Howard

are willing
to face shots
in front of
80,000
spectators.

As a goalkeeper, you are full of anxiety.
You're standing there waiting to make
a play. You're the only player on the
field who has to wait for the game to
come to you. Everyone else can go and
chase, Even players who don't get the
ball can at least make a 40-yard run
and affect the game. They can chal-
lenge opponents, head or throw the ball
in from the sidelines. As a goalkeeper,
at least traditionally, you just had to
wait for the action to arrive.

Today’s game, though, gives ki
more chances to insert themselves into
the action. This new approach has
changed the psychology of goalkeep-
ing. This point was illustrated starkly
last week, in the space of an hour, in
the World Cup round of 16 match be-
tween the United States and Belgium.

In the second minute of the game,
the U.S. goalkeeper Matt Freese
vaulted his 6 foot 3 inch frame across
the goalmouth to make an acrobatic
save against what looked to be a sure

— a testament to his athleticism.
‘Then, in the 57th minute, he came
rushing out beyond the security of the
18-yard box to chest down a long Bel-
gian pass. He deftly swept past the
opposing striker, Charles De Ketelaere,
and, with the ball at his feet, kicked the
ground as he tried to figure out where
1o pass it. That allowed De Ketelaere to
poke the ball to Hans Vanaken, who
then scored on the way to a 4-1 Bel-
gium win.

1t turned out to be a fraught decision
to try to pass from that spot on the
field. I know that sinking feeling. But
that's always been part of being a
goalie — as the last line of defense we
are blamed for every goal scored
against the team. But we don't need
your sympathy. Making us more vul-
nerable has made the game better. The
way soccer is played today puts goal-
keepers farther up the field and having
to make more decisions than we did
when [ first started my pro career. That
means more pressure on keepers and
more opportunities for mistakes. That
makes the game more exciting to
watch, and, for goalies, there’s the
payoff of being more integrated into
the team.

When I first began playing in the
Premier League for Manchester United
and then Everton, team managers
would have taken my head off if | had
tried to play the ball with my feet,
dribbling and passing like goalkeepers
routinely do today. For me, the choice
wasn't about who was 1 going to pass
to if I came rushing out of the box to
get the ball. I was going to kick it 10
rows deep into the stands. There were
no decisions to be made. Safety first.
‘That’s what I was supposed to do.

‘The goalkeeper's life began to
change dramatically when Pep Guardi-
ola became the manager of Barcelona
in 2008. Guardiola and other managers
made the goalkeeper the start of the
offense, someone who should be drib-

bling and passing the ball as opposed
to always booming it long. He brought
in the style of being expansive, of
having his team take risks with the
ball, because he saw that the risks
would pay off. In Guardiola’s strategy,
if his team held onto the ball, domi-
nated possession, they would have a
better chance to win.

That applied to the keeper, too, who
‘was expected to be an active part of
the new system. Barcelona won every-
thing in sight with his approach, al-
though it didn't hurt that Barca had
megastars such as Lionel Messi, either.
‘When Guardiola moved to Bayern
Munich in 2013, his goalkeeper, Manuel
Neuer, took the idea of an active goal-
keeper to higher level: a position that
came to be known as the sweeper-
keeper. The sweeper is typically the
deepest lying outfield player, a defend-
er who also has license to create coun-
terattacks. Neuer became that player
as well as the goalie; the attack could
now start with him.

As a keeper, you then start to believe
you're one of them. You're supposed to
be a very good player with your feet.
But you're not one of them. And so,

that's the hard part for the keeper,
particularly when you get outside of
your box, outside of your element.
—————  Guardiola is one of
‘When the greatest manag-
make .ynu ers ever, but I've
hosrendons often joked that he

ruined the game.
éxvor, you Because he made
have to act people believe that
like it hasn't anyone can play his
happened. system, even goal-

keepers.

The risk factor
that used to scare the

bejesus out of me doesn't seem to scare
the new generation of goalies, which is
also why more mistakes are made. We
have, as a footballing culture and as
team managers, accepted the increase
in mistakes as an acceptable price to
achieve the tactical advantage this new
way of playing affords. Fans are, or
course, a little less forgiving, especially
when it happens on the big stage like
the World Cup. A few days after
Freese’s slip-up against Belgium, Bel-
gium’s keeper made an error that
surrendered the winning goal to Spain.

‘What creates a successful goal-
keeper in this riskier environment?
‘When you make a horrendous error,
you have to act like it hasn't happened.
‘When you make a bad mistake, let's be
honest, it hurts, To try to convince
yourself otherwise is actually a bit
psychotic. But keepers have to do that.
You have to make a brilliant save, and
stand up and say, “Yeah, that’s just sort
of what I do.” You have to pretend that
the extraordinary is ordinary. There's a
mental balance, which is so difficult.

1 was always willing to l.nke lhal risk.

You know there’s a
being in the arena. Fight or ﬂlghi isa
real thing. You have to get back in the
nets, put yourself in a position where,
yeah, I want to face more shots from
world class strikers before 80,000
people at the World Cup. You could be

Ty IMAGH
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made to look stupid again. It feels
terrible.

But because I knew the other side of
failure was glory, and I wanted that, |

chased it. The allure of glory was

always big enough to make me want to
play in the biggest matches. That’s the
art and the angst of goalkeeping today.

TIM HOWARD is a studio analyst for NBC
Sports and its English Premier League
broadcasts. He was previously a goal-

keeper who played in three World Cups.

Lindsey Graham and the benefits of a devil's bargain

‘Would the

world have
been safer if
the senator
hadn't cozied
up to Trump?

Bret Stephens

Inthe summer of ZOLS Donald Trump
gave out Lindsey G

Ukrainian president.

That trip represented a string of
policy triumphs for Graham. He helped
se.cuxe‘l‘rump 'ssupport, after. lnng

fora bill

on Russia. Trump had his own friendly
meeting in Ankara with Zelensky, in
which the president supported Kyiv's
deep strikes into Russian territory and
agreed to grant Ukraine alicense to
build desperately needed Patriot inter-

ceptor missiles — a striking contrast to
Iasx year's calamitous encounter of the

in the Oval Office.

number at a campaign rally, leading toa
flood of calls. The South Carolina sena-
tor replied with a video in which he
alternately dropped the phoneinto a
blender, whacked it with a golf club,
stuck it in a toaster oven, set it on fire
with lighter fluid and found other amus-
ing ways todestroy it.

Vintage Lindsey: witty, folksy, angry
and on point. Everyone knows what
came next.

Graham flipped from being Trump’s
most brutal Republican critic to his
most ingratiating minion. He claimed to

of golf with the presuden( and learning
he was “funny as hell.” But sometimes
lhe mask would slip. just enaugh toshow

No less important, Trump had a
mostly positive meeting with America’s
NATO partners, after palpable Euro-
pean fears that he would use the summit
to withdraw from the alliance. For any-
one who values the free world, perhaps
nolonger hanging on by a thread, these
were no small achievements — and, at
leastin part, they were almost certainly
afunction of the ardently Atlanticist
Graham's steadying influence onthe
president.

‘They also raised a difficult question
for those — including me — who spent
years publicly ridiculing Graham for his
repeated about-faces on Trump. To wit,

THE KW

Volodymyr Zelensky, left, meeting with U.S. senators Lindsey Graham, far right, Elizabeth Warren and Richard Blumenthal in 2023.

he

hnnesty for influence, a classicdevil's
in, Never was mal clearer than on

Jan. 6,2021,

‘would the world Lnduy be bellar offif

Graham capri issist. There it ili pleof except that your larger
guns, fire of rhelo— as [ wrote about Nikki Haley's losing bid  today her countfor i i In Kyivin 2023,
rical barbs until the president found a for the 2024 Republican nomination, in nothing. JD if he sid by side with the Demo-

‘way to unseat him by supportinga

Trump's tactics from the Senate floor:
“Countme out. Enough isenough.”

Given that Graham's public relation-
ship with Trump began over a phone,
it's sadly fitting that it ended with a
friendly call between the two men on
Saturday, hours before Graham's death
and just after the senator had returned
from an overseas trip that had taken
him first to the NATO summit in Anka-
ra, Turkey, and then to Kyiv for a meet-
ing with Volodymyr Zelensky, the

primary 1f Graham had gone
from the Senate to, say, a professorship
at Clemson and an occasional seat ona
CNN panel, would Ukrainians be safer?
Two yearsago, I would have an-
swered both questions witha loud yes.
Freedom mustn't be secured abroad
while abetting demagoguery at home.
Conservatives won't serve their move-

fighting to the last ditch.
Then again, I'm a pundit. | have the
luxury of affecting high-mindedness.
This was not aluxury Grah

infinite flexibility with no honor. But his
views, depressingly, count for alot.
Graham followed amldd.le path. He

d was

cratic senators Elizabeth Warren and
Richard Blumenthal, united, if nothing
else, in their shared commitment tothe
defe d Ukraine.

joyed. It’s easy to fault politicians for
being willing to do nearly anything to
stay in politics, but that's true of most
anyone who loves his or her line of work.
The thnrmer question, for Graham and

willing to abase himself publicly before

‘That image, a rare moment of agree-

in politi 'hlP mhnwﬂﬁ)ﬂ

ment's long-term s
ing half of thelr policy posmons mostof
their and all their good

ble their

they not only obscure their anglnal

sense, simply to curry favor witha

Trump (and endure the scornof his ment between 's closest Senate

former friends) todoit. But he dndn T friend and two of his bitterest Senate

abandon hi in of may be the right mpslone

for Graham lorful

foes, orinthe need for Amer-  career. Hebelievedin big things, many
toserve beyond  ofths and true, and he

our borders. didn’t let hismoral or intellectual self-

Nnrdldhe lose sightofthefactthat,in  respect get in the way of advancing

Liz Cheney

you cannot have

them. There's a nobility in that, too.
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The Supreme Court
is drunk on originalism

Linda Greenhouse

Among all the developments of a
confounding U.S. Supreme Court term,
there is one that hasn't received the
attention it deserves. This was the
term when the court’s obsession with
“originalism” descended into parody.
A vaunted method of constitutional
interpretation that conservatives
unleashed during the Reagan era,
originalism is supposed to constrain
judges by placing them firmly in histo-
ry'’s grip. Justice Brett Kavanaugh
expressed the assumption behind the
theory a few years ago: “History is far
less subjective than policy.” He was
seeking to explain, in a concurring
opinion in a gun rights case, why only
“history and tradition,” rather than
modern circumstances or concerns,

Jjustified restricting the Second
Amendment right to “keep and bear
—  arms”

How objective is
Willl ther history, really? Let's
J examine “history
connm.se and tradition” in
stumbling action.
through the Imagine a young
history books  man, living with his
under the parents in the Dallas
fiction that area, who has a
at the end of steady job and who,
the road Kes like many Texans,

PSS keeps a gun at

> home, He also, a few

times a week, uses

marijuana. It hap-
pens that a federal law known as
Section 922(g)(3) makes it a crime for
an “unlawful user” of a “controlled
substance” to own a gun. The penalty
for violating this little-known section
of the federal criminal code is a prison
term of up to 15 years.

The government decides to pros-
ecute, Faced with coming up with the
“history and tradition” demanded by
Supreme Court precedent, the pros-
ecutors scramble to respond to the
young man’s invocation of the Second
Amendment in his motion to dismiss
the case.

The court’s leading precedent in this
area, the Bruen decision from 2022,
makes clear that “historical tradition”
does not refer to what was going on
when a challenged regulation was
adopted. In the case of the law in
question here, that was 1986. No,
Bruen means that the government has
to come up with an analogous regula-
tion from the era of the country’s
founding (or, according to some origi-
nalists, from the 1868 adoption of the
14th Amendment, through which the
Bill of Rights applies to the states).
Given that marijuana was not being
consumed in meaningful quantities in
America in 1791, when the Second
Amendment and the rest of the Bill of
Rights were added to the Constitution,
nor in 1868, what is the government to
do?

The creative government lawyers
«come up with “habitual drunkard”
laws from the 18th and 19th centuries.

These common state laws took obvi-
ously inebriated people off the streets
and sent them to workhouses or jails,
where they had no access to firearms.
Is this the best analogue that the
federal government, with all the re-
sources at its command, can unearth
to validate a modern gun law?

What I have just described is not a
hypothetical case, but the actual facts
of United States v. Hemani, decided by
the Supreme Court on June 18. The
government not only lost, but lost
unanimously. Not a single justice
bought the “habitual drunkard” anal-
ogy. While there were four separate
opinions, all nine justices agreed that
Section 922(g)(3) could not be consti-
tutionally applied to the defendant, Ali
Hemani. The “habitual drunkard” laws
were not only a flawed stand-in for
casual marijuana use, Justice Neil
Gorsuch said in his majority opinion.
Beyond that, he added, the modern
law offered fewer procedural protec-
tions than the old ones for the people
to whom it applied. While habitual
drunks typically had to be adjudged
incompetent before losing their liberty,
Section 922(g)(3) contains no require-
ment of addiction or incapacity.

In retrospect, it is clear that Bruen's
“history and tradition” doomed the
case from the start. When the case
was argued, the justices obviously
weren't buying what Principal Deputy
Solicitor General Sarah Harris was
trying to sell.

Justice Samuel Alito noted that most
of the drugs that are illegal today were
unknown to the Constitution’s framers,
Justice Sonia Sotomayor asked
whether the federal statute would
apply to someone who used marijuana
at a party “even though the gun is
somewhere else”

“That is correct,” Ms. Harris replied.

Justice Gorsuch wanted to know
how the founding era defined habitual
drunkenness. “John Adams took a
tankard of hard cider with his break-
fast every day,” he said, “James Madi-
son reportedly drank a pint of whiskey
every day. Thomas Jefferson said he
wasn't much of a user of alcohol; he
only had three or four glasses of wine
a night, OK?” The justice observed
that “the American Temperance Soci-
ety back in the day said eight shots of
whiskey a day only made you an occa-
sional drunkard”

The argument transcript at this
point indicates “(Laughter)." I wasn’t
in the courtroom for the March 2
argument, but I've seen enough argu-
ments to know that when the core of
your position becomes the butt of a
justice’s joke, it's not a good sign.

Was this the moment when “history
and tradition” became parody? Or was
it the Hemani opinion itself, in which
Justice Gorsuch stolidly marched
through the government's defense of
the law before concluding that “the
government’s analogy fails under
every measure it asks us to consider.”
It fell to Justice Ketanji Brown Jack-
son, who was not yet on the court
when Bruen was decided, to speak the
obvious truth in her concurring
GREENHOUSE, PAGE II

Americas population
forecasts aren't grim enough

Lyman Stone

In 1775, a year before the Declaration
of Independence was signed, a Har-
vard professor named Edward Wig-
glesworth did the math on American
population growth and could barely
contain his excitement. He had found
that the colonists were doubling their
numbers every 25 years, mostly
through births, and at that pace he
projected that by the close of the 20th
century there would be “ONE THOU-
SAND TWO-HUNDRED AND
EIGHTY MILLIONS" people (his
capitalization, not mine). A billion
Americans, and then some.

Sadly, there are only about 340 mil-
lion Americans today. We should be
asking not just why we so badly under-
shot Wigglesworth's hopes, but also
whether our numbers about to start
————————  counting down in-

The decline stead of up.

in US. 1f America’s popu-
bi l. - lation does decline, it
Py will strain the entitle-
isunlikelyto o system, dam-
spontane- age the economy,
ously reverse.  reduce innovation

and entrepreneur-

ship, and cause
serious labor shortages. But the major-
ity point of view — held by major
institutions like the Census Bureau, the
United Nations and the Social Security
trustees — is that the United States
probably won't face population decline
until the 2080s, or even beyond 2100,

That forecast is far too optimistic.
The more accurate projection, which I
outlined in a recent report for my
organization, the Institute for Family
Studies, sees the American population
beginning to shrink in the 2050s. It is a
forecast so grim, it could upend Ameri-
can budgeting and, thus, American
politics.

Start with the number that drives
everything else. The American fertility
rate has fallen below 1.6 children per
woman, a record low. Replacement
rate, the level that merely holds a
population steady before immigration,
is about 2.1, If the current trend in
shrinking births continues, it's likely
that the U.S. population will largely
stop growing in the 2030s and begin to
decline in the 2050s. Peak America
may come before millennials meet
their grandkids (if they have any).

There are two major pieces of wish-
ful thinking in the flights of fancy that
underpin American population fore-
casts. The first is immigration. The
Census Bureau assumes the United
States will have an annual net migra-
tion (immigrants mmus emigrants) of
about one million i through

year throughout the 21st century. None
of these forecasts are plausible. Net
migration under President Trump will
most likely turn out to be near zero,
and he won’t be the last immigration
restrictionist in the nation's highest
office.

Moreover, birthrates are collapsing
across the entire planet, not just in
America. The supply of would-be mi-
grants will shrink as more countries
run out of young people, and the skilled
ones every aging country covets will
be fought over. With most countries
staring down the same cliff and with
emigration from the United States
rising, permanent high net migration is
more of an aspiration than a forecast.

But the second act of wishful think-
ing has an even blgger effect. Many
that current

the end of the century. The United
Nations and Social Security trustees
assume about 1.2 million immigrants a

low fertility rales are temporary, that
women are merely delaying having
children rather than forgoing it en-

tirely. But this isn't true: Research
shows that delays in childbearing are
usually not made up, and, anyway,
estimates that take deferred childbear-
ing into account have fallen by just as
much as the headline fertility rate.

Up until quite recently, the Social
Security trustees’ main scenario as-
sumed that fertility rates will rise from
now until 2050 and stabilize at 1.9
children per woman. In 2023 the Cen-
sus Bureau predicted that fertility
rates will only gradually decline from
1.64 1o 1.58 by 2075. Spoiler: Data from
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has already shown a 1.57
fertility rate for 2025. The U.N, expects
that the U.S. fertility rate will be flat at
about 1.65 through the entire 21st
century. To its credit, Social Security
trustees released numbers just last
month that revised their expectations
down to 175 in 2050, but that is overly
optimistic. The Congressional Budget

o wone

Office is more realistic, but even it
predicts that fertility will decline to
1.53, then stabilize.

‘What evidence supports these pre-
dictions? Birthrates have fallen almost
continuously for nearly 20 years, an
entire generation. They have fallen
through good economies and bad,
through Republican administrations
and Democratic ones, through every
tax credit and child-care subsidy.

No matter what you believe to be the
cause of falling birthrates, that decline
is unlikely to spontaneously reverse:
There’s no marriage boom on the
horizon, young people aren’t switching
off their phones, housing isn't about to
become vastly more affordable, and
the decline of religion might have
paused, but no great religious revival
is in sight. Drawing up budget plans on
the assumption that the country has
essentially reached its lowest fertility
STONE, PAGE It

On the verge

VAEZ, FROM PAGE |

two countries on a collision course,
‘Tehran believed Washington was using
the cease-fire to establish a shipping
route through waters along Oman’s
coast that would gradually neutralize
Iran’s newest and most powerful
source of leverage. The United States
viewed such a corridor as insurance
against another Iranian closure of the
strait.

Deepening mistrust also poisoned
the negotiations. After both sides
resorted to strikes and counterstrikes
to stake out their positions, President
Trump declared the cease-fire over,
threatened to “finish the job” and used
language seemingly intended to val-
idate every Iranian suspicion about
U.S. intentions. Tehran clearly con-
cluded that renewed war was inevita-
ble and that it had to close the strait to
preserve its most valuable asset.

Perhaps Iranian leaders mistook
American brinkmanship for a settled
decision to return to all-out war. But by
acting on that belief, they helped con-
vert fear into fate, unraveling the
understandings in less time than it
ook to reach them. That is how securi-
ty dilemmas become permanent con-
flicts: Each side treats the other’s
actions as proof of aggression, and its
own escalation as an act of defense.

Both countries believe time is on
their side. Iran expects oil shocks and
market turmoil, as well as the political
calendar, to exhaust Washington's
resolve. The United States expects
financial attrition and military degra-
dation to exhaust Tehran's. Neither has
a path to victory. Yet each may feel
compelled to prove that it can endure
more pain than the other.

That is the logic of a forever war:
Each side uses violence to test the
other’s endurance. War becomes nego-
tiation by other means.

The most plausible offramp is a
narrow and temporary modus vivendi

of another forever war

over the Strait of Hormuz that gets
back to the memorandum. Iran would
halt attacks on commercial shipping
and accept a transparent notification
system of a vessel’s origin, destination
and cargo to a joint maritime coordina-
tion center administered by Iran and
the Gulf states. The United States
would commit to upholding freedom of
navigation as a general matter, but —
for the sake of re-establishing regular
flows through the strait — would agree
on an interim basis to scale back the
use of alternative routes as a mecha-
nism for circumventing Tehran. The
Gulf states, of course, will worry that
———— suchinterimar-

Yoo cait rangements could

. become permanent,
lmpn:‘:v::‘ undermining the
Soonom principle of free-

B «dom of navigation.
the Strait of That is all the more
Hormuz, butit  reason for investing
cannot in the diplomacy

i required to reach a
more durable ar-
; i rangement.
It is worth re-
membering that the
United States and

Iran are at war over an issue that was
not in dispute before the United States
and Israel attacked in February. To-
day’s conflict is not the solution to
vesterday’s failure. It is its offspring.
The lesson here is not simply that
diplomacy failed. It is that Washington
and Tehran treated the memorandum
not as a bridge from war to diplomacy,
but as an extension of war by other
means. If they allow even this modest
understanding to disappear, the next
cease-fire will become merely the
pause before the next battle — and
war, rather than diplomacy, could well
become the permanent condition.

ALl VAEZ directs the Iran Project at the
International Crisis Group.
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OPINION

Confessions of a grade inflater

Frank Bruni
Contributing Writer

being questioned about their munifi-
cence.

Then again, they didn't see it as mu-
mﬁcence. They claimed that all of the
they received were su-

Iknow I'mold because I remember
when a B+ was arespectable grade.

Now it's more like an indictment. I'm
amasochist if L hand down too many of
those.

Thé students getting them may fill out
it i which

perb, and they pointed to Duke's accept-
ancerate, whichis down toabout 5
percent, as areason that such uniform
greatness should be no surprise. I don't
buy it. It contradicts what I've seen,
which is work of widely varying quality
f

could mean empty seats inmy future
rief. Some

students who are gifted in some
but not all subjects, who have diligent

students will show upin my office to

and lazy ones, who struggle
with certain tasks, who were evaluated
for range of criteria

argue foram
forcing uncomfortable conversations.
That's not because they're snowflakes
or bmls but because they're: smart,

ofa
hlgheredumunn systemin whichso
many professors dole out so many A's
thatevenan A-isasetback,and a
grade-point average of 3.8 instead of a
3.9 can mean rejection from law and
medical schools.

They'rejust trying to keep their most
deeply felt ambitions alive,andaB+isa
dagger in hope's heart. Do I really want
towield it? And be the assassin of their
dreams?

This month marks my fifth anniversa-
ry on the faculty at Duke University. I
arrived as more and more Americans
began to look askance at hlgher educa-

beyond just scholastic aptitude.

Duke, toits credit, makes its grading
data publicly available. Enough Duke
students attain a near-perfect or perfect
cumulative G.PA. of 4.0 that last May,
seniors needed at least a3.947 toland in
the top 20to 25 percent of their class in

the university's
Theresiio college of ax;lls and
ish sciences and gradu-
puns o ate cum laude (“with
b?"" honors”) or higher.
the kindly (AtDuke, as at most
professor who  schools, an Ais worth
hands out 4.0;anA-,37;aB+,
easy Als. 3.3.) Assuminga
Duke student took a
common allotment of
32courses over four
years, the student could two

tion, which in

It's untrue, for example, that professors
tiptoe across a minefield of microag-
gressions, at the mercy of humorless
students itching to cancel them for
insufficient wokeness. The overwhelm-
ing majority of the young people I teach
are just earnestly trying to figure out
the world and their places init. They're
more curious than censorious.

But grade inflation is as bad as they
say, and it drains students’ transcripts of
meaning, deprives professors of agency
and turns schools into approval fac-
tories. We should be ashamed, and we
should fixit.

Todo that, we must recognize why it
happens: The incentives to join the
affirmation jamboree dwarf any incen-
tives not to. There's no punishment, only
reward, for being the kindly professor
with a goody bag of easy A's.

Inmy time at Duke, I've had several
colleagues tell me that they've awarded
allor all but one or two of the young,
people in their 12-student or 15-student
seminars A's —and [ domean A’s, no
minus attached. Not one of those col-
leagues mentioned, or seemed to fear,

B+ gradesif theother 30 were A's and
only five A- grades if the other 27 were
As.

Dukeisn'tan outlier: According toa
May article by Sarah Rivas in The Yale
Daily News, Yale College students
needed at least 23.91 G.PA. to graduate
with some form of Latin honors (cum
laude, magna cum laude, summa cum
laude), which distinguished the top 30
percentof the class. The article also
noted that a 2023 report by a Yale eco-
nomics professor showed that more
than 75 percent of the grades routinely
given to Yale College students were
either Aor A-.

Harvard's cor iaof A's

It's a start, and other schools should
follow Harvard's lead with restrictions
and prescriptions of their own, which
areanecessary counterforce tothe
grade inflation.

arecent vote by its faculty to limit the
number of A'sin a given courseto 20
percentof the students, with an allow-
ance of as many as four additional A’s.
That's not so strict: In aseminar of, say,
15 students, nearly haif the class —or
seven students — could still get A’s, and
the other eight could still receive grades
af A-, for which there's no limit. Butina
lecture course of 100, only 24 students
couldgetanA.

It’s obvious how we got here. Over
recent decades, colleges began to com-

peteever y for top

Also, child-rearing increasingly
stressed positive reinforcement. Then
the pandemic hit, prolessors rightly
treaded t-

language at my students’ expense?
To what benefit? No department head
or dean will compliment me on my high

ively than ever, and we got stuck.
Once everybody starts dispensing A's
like so many Pez. everybody elseis

students, sprucing up campuses, spic-
ing up dining options and layering on all
sorts of amenities to justify price tags
that, at some private schools, are near
$100,000a year for tuition and living

h grading isn't muchofa

likewise: If they don't,
mey re giving grades that no longer
communicate — to students, to prize
committees, to graduate schools —
what those grades were intended to
ﬁlgmfv l may personally consider an A-

come-on and doesn't go over well with
customers forking over that much.

but if the cul gard:
it asa gentle remonstration, am I stub-
hornly choosing to speak an extinct

No formula will interpret
and adjust my course evaluations for
how generous or stingy I was with A’s.
My courses will be less appealing. And
school administrators generally prefer
professors who attract students to
professors who repel them.

But fewer A and A- grades wouldn't
turn them away if they understood that
as anew norm reflecting new limits
placed on all faculty. When I taught at
Princeton for one semester in 2014, its
grading policy — since abandoned —

insisted that no more than about a third
of the 16 students in my seminar get A
or A-grades. As aresult, | was able,
assignment by assignment, to give
many a B+ and even a B without stu-
dents feeling victimized and freaking
out. I could make important distinctions
that showed them precisely how well
they were performing, exactly how
much they could improve and what true
excellence was.

Princeton abandoned that policy
shortly after I left; the school and its
“grade deflation,” as students called it,
were hanging out there alone. But if
Princeton and Yale and Duke and other
renowned universities now emulate
Harvard — if enough schools band
together — no one of them will feel
exposed and need to fret that its stu-
dents are being disadvantaged, thatits
campus has become less appealing,
that its applications will drop. A3.5
G.PA. willbethe new 3.9. The law and
medical schools will know that.

And at each school, professors will be
able to grade students in a more dis-
cerning way that treats them not only
as custumers tobe sausﬁed butalsoas

iousl;
Grade deﬂauon would counter many
! cynical takes on

schools as permissive playgrounds,
better prepare students for the dispas-
sionate and even tough judgments of
many workplaces and endow an Awith
more meaning than it currently has.

Because I want my own studentsto
stretchand because I wantan Ato
make them robustly proud, I'm sparing
with that mark, atleast by today’s
standards. I typically award A'stono
more than a quarter of the students in
any class. But 1 give A- gradesto too
many of them, and I often feel obliged to

dents, at the start of thy
ter, that if l.hey reintentona G.PA.
closeto4.0, 1'm not a safe bet. A few
drop the class, and I respect that. Most
stay — but they stay knowing what's
what, which saves all of us awkward-
ness and bitterness.

I'shouldn't have to issue that warn-
ing. I shouldn’t be giving only a handful
of B+ and B grades. I should be distrib-
uting adiversity of marks that speak to
the many variations in student per-
formance, even at Duke. It'snot that 1
want tobe harsher; I want to be honest.
Isn't higher education about the pursuit
of truth?

FRANK BRUNI is a professor of journalism
and public policy at Duke University.

Population forecasts aren’t grim enough

STONE, FROM PAGE 10
point, despite other rich countries’
rates being even lower, is nonsensical.
1 suspect that this error persists be-
cause the alternative is too dismaying
to put in a government

Strip out the imaginary baby boom,
and put in realistic migration rates for
the Trump presidency and the rest of
the 21st century, and the trajectory of
the U.S. population is more ominous. If
birthrates continue to decline as they
have been doing, then fertility will fall
to 1.35 children per woman in 2050 and
115 by 2100. In that scenario, popula-
tion growth will be anemic in the 2020s
and 2030s, fall to essentially zero in the
2040s and then, starting in the
mid-2050s, experience a long, grinding
decline. Each generation will be more
than 30 percent smaller than the one

REEEE AT

T —

A
e

before, the work force will shrink
beneath the retirees it has to support,
and the American century will give

ing the saved-up wealth of retirees;
school consolidations that force kids to
ride on a bus for over an hour; out-

way to American
- Only one state in

irth the union, South
fn Tapsi Dakota, still has a
birthrate near the
across the level that would hold
entire planet.  j¢s population steady
Countries are  on its own. Every
running out other state is below
of young the line. Most are far
people. below it. In parts of

Kentucky, the state

where I live, the

effects of demo-
graphic decline are all too familiar.
Entire towns left to be reclaimed by
weeds and rust; real estate values
drifting downward every year, destroy-

KEVIN WL ASSOCATED s

A rally supporting families on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., in June.

an P
neurial people; bitterness among
those left behind to watch their civili-
zation rot.

None of this is destiny. Forecasting
population isn't like forecasting the
weather; People can choose to marry
and have children. I can tell you now
that the population will peak in the
2050s is precisely because I am de-
scribing the path America is on if
nothing changes. We can try to pre-
vent this from happening.

Closing a gap this size will not hap-
pen through a few thousand dollars of
tax credits sprinkled on young fam-
ilies; we have tried pocket change, and
pocket change has failed. It will take
serious money aimed at the people
doing the work of raising the next
generation of Americans, an end to the
marriage penalties woven through our
tax and welfare codes, a surge in
building family-size houses on par
with the one during the last baby
boom and a culture that treats chil-
dren as a future worth having rather
than a lifestyle expense. Those are big
asks, but they are things Americans
can achieve if they set their minds to

it.

Wigglesworth saw exponential
growth as the mark of a heroic coun-
try. For the first century of the nation’s
life together, America stayed on that
trajectory. Then we spent the past 150
years proving him too optimistic. The
question in the year of the country’s
250th birthday is how many more
birthdays we want it to have, both for
its babies and as a country.

LYMAN STONE is the director of the
Pronatalism Initiative at the Institute
for Family Studies and the director of
research for the consulting firm Demo-
graphic Intelligence.

Drunk on originalism

GREENHOUSE, FROM PAGE 10
opinion: “Bruen is unworkable.”

Although I've had a bit of fun with
the Hemani case, a serious question
remains: Did it teach the court any-
thing? Or will the justices continue
stumbling through the history books
under the fiction that at the end of the
road lies objectivity?

The answer matters greatly. During
the new term that begins in October,
the court will decide whether the Sec-
ond Amendment protects a right to
own an AR-15 rifle. Is this weapon of
choice for many mass murders one of

the “arms"” the Second Amendment
gives individuals the right to keep and

bear?
Elected officials in
Hasthe US. ook County, IlL,
Supreme which includes Chi-
Court learned  cago, enacted one of
nothing? the assault weapons

bans at issue in the

case decades ago. It

argues that history
and tradition fully support its position.
Every federal appeals court to have
reviewed such a law, including the
Seventh Circuit in this case, agrees.

‘The county’s brief also makes a strong
policy argument for why the ban is
necessary in a major city plagued by
gun violence.

If the Supreme Court is moved by
neither argument — a distinct possibil-
ity, given its recent record — the result
will not be simply a failure of constitu-
tional method. Cloaked in “objectivity,”
it will be a failure of democracy.

LINDA GREENHOUSE, the recipient of a
1998 Pulitzer Prize, reported on the
Supreme Court for The Times from 1978
to 2008.
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Ukraine’s self-defeating reshuffle

Zelenskyy should not turn
wartime leadership into
a popularity contest

Volodymyr Zelenskyy has earned a
placein the history books for his coura-
geous and indefatigable leadership
against Russia's brutal aggression. But
his political management at home is
sometimes baffling, hard to justify and
counter-productive. This is one of those

Zelenskyy has embarked on another
cabinet reshuffle, the third since Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion 2022. He says it
is needed to breathe new life into the
government as the war enters a new
stage. Exactly why and what for is
harder to discern. Zelenskyy, a former
actorand TV producer, likes a revolving
cast of characters in his administration.
Bul they are very much secondary roles
y show and the cast list is

“Without fear and without favour®
occasions.
inthe
ft.com/opinion

short. Loyalty and discretion are in

many cases valued above :[[ecweness

Popularity
Yuhasvyrydenko, who was dismissed
as prime minister earlier this week, had
been in the job for not quite a year. She
was appointed as a competent but unas-
suming administrator. Now Zelenskyy
has decided he needs someone with
more heft. The new premier isset to be
Sergii Koretskyi, the chief executive
of state gas company Naftogaz. Itisa
Ble choice: Ko i d d

a capable manager who previously
helped clean up the state oil company
after it was seized from its oligarch own-
ers. One of the most pressing tasks
facmg Lhe government is shoring up
gy system bef
brutal winter of Russian missile attacks.
Koretskyi's experience will help,
Zelenskyy is reported to be preparing
multiple other changes. By far the most
important is the possible removal of
Mykhailo Fedoroy as defence minister
after only six months in the job.
Fedorov’s predecessor also held the role

for only six months. His successor will
be Ukraine’s fifth defence minister since
Russia’s full-scale invasion. The rapidly
revolving door can only undermine
Ukraine’s defenceefforts.

Fedorov, moreover, has probably
been the most successful Ukrainian
minister of the past four and a half
years. The 35-year-old tech whizz-kid
has helped transform Ukraine's for-
tunes on the battlefield. As digital min-
ister, he was the architect of Ukraine’s
drone revolution. His genius was
encouraging a tech ecosystem that has
become the envy of the world with its
rapidi and ad: jon cycles.

Fedorov seems to be on the way out
for the wrong reasons. True, he has not
solved the army’s mobilisation prob-
lems, Too few Ukrainians want to serve.
Those who already do are exhausted
and thinly stretched. The answer lies in

ion. But that is
and socially destabilising. Zelenskyy
has not wanted tograsp the nettle.

Inhis short time in office, Fedorov has

T'he rapidly
revolving
door within
government
canonly
undermine
the country’s
defence efforts

at least made a start on manpower, with
a plan for big pay rises for frontline
troops, fixed-term contracts for new
recruits and a path to (eventual) demo-
bilisation for the longest-serving ones.
Healso started to streamline a camber-
some and bloated ministry.

Fedorov appears to have irked a still
Soviet-minded top brass with his mod-
ernising, start-up ways, even though
innovation and disruption have proved
their value in this war. He is respected
by western partners and popular at
home, especially with young Ukrainians
who see him as a committed and honest
moderniser. Ukrainian media talk of
him as a potential presidential candi-
date, which appears to be the ultimate
sin in Zelenskyy's eyes, as past ministe-
rial sackings have illustrated.

Wartime leaders understandably
seek to centralise control and eliminate
threats to their supreme authority. But
wartime leadership should be about
assembling the best team of talents, not
rootingthem out.

Opinion Asia

Takaichi’s $2.3tn battle
with Abenomics

Marls Heguets

AT
uite suddenly, and with
indecently little warning
cither toitself or the out-
side world, Japan has
rung the bell on an ideo-

logical prizefight. One way or another
Abenomics vs Takanomics will end in
a knockout. The unexpectedness of
the mentee-on-mentor showdown
derives from what everyone thought
they knew about Sanae Takaichi.
Takaichi’s ascent was engineered,

over decades, through del iberate asso-
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Prevention is the missing piece of mental health reform

With reference to *Britain’s
unsustainable mental health bill” (FT
View, July 10), your editorial team
rightly identifies the flaws in how
personal independence payments (Pip)

without timely di

and with few upuons beyond abenefits
claim to acknowledge their condition.
Pip was never designed to substitute
for care, yet that is increasingly what

are administered for mental health it does.
conditions, and the case for more The suggesunn to prioritise talking
bespoke is iling. But | th pl support

framing this pnmanty as a fiscal
problem risks misdiagnosing the cause.
The doubling of claims for anxicty
and ADHD since 2021 did not happen
ina vacuum. It coincided with NHS
mental health waiting lists reaching
record lengths, leaving individuals

over cash payments is sound in
principle. In practice, those services
are rationed, underfunded and, in
many areas, simply unavailable. The
real opportunity lies in embedding
mental health expertise where people
already are: in schools, GP surgeries,

and workplaces, rather than
waiting for crises to arrive ata
specialist’s door. Teachers,
employment advisers and primary care
staff are already the de facto front line.
Training them to identify early distress
and connect people to timely support
would do more to reduce long-term
claims than any reassessment of
eligibility criteria alone.

Prevention must also be treated
as a fiscal argument, not solely a moral
one, The cost of inaction compounds.
A young person who receives no
intervention at 17 is a far more likely

claimant at 27. Investing in early
‘mental health support in schools and
communities is consistent with the
OBR's warnings on public expenditure,
provided the time horizon extends
beyond the next spending review.
Fiscal prudence and humane
policy point in the same direction.
Both require a system that catches
people earlier, rather than one that
processes them move efficiently once
they have fallen.
Ruth Jacobs, RMN, BS¢
CEOQ and Founder, Certified Minds,
Chessington, UK

. - ; When investing starts
weightings in domestic assets — for - .
which read: “Buy more G to look like gambling
Even heior: lhe market had a Youram:le “Goldman Sachs limits
<l g lities betting for
balancing the GPIF portfoi id loyees” (Report, July 9) highlights

us five-year schedule, investors could
see this wasanew form of verbal inter-
vention in the bond market: an admis-
sion of weakness from a nervous goy-
ernment straining to prevent yields on
the 10-year JGB edging above 3 per
cent. But Katayama wasn't done, She
also brought up the idea of allowing
ordinary Japanese to put government
bonds in their tax-free Nippon indi-
vidual savings accounts,

‘These accounts (based on UK Isas)
were spec:ﬁmﬂy mtmduc«l by Abc lo

a broader challenge facing modern
finance: the increasingly blurred
boundary between investing,
speculation and gambling.

Prediction markets are the latest
example of a trend already visible in
retail trading. From zero-commission
trading in leveraged ETFs to options,
financial innovation has made markets
more accessible while also exposing
less experienced investors to new risks.

The issue is not whether innovation
should be mmumged but whether
 the risks and

‘Watanabes™ m shift savings mlo nsk-
ier assets. Nisas were not intended as

ciation with, app hip under
and political mimicry of the late
Shinzo Abe: a popular nationalistic
reformer who staked his leadership on
monster stimulus, a soft currency and
exit from deflationary quicksand. So
when Takaichi campaigned bxg on

r for JGBs, which are, as
‘Takaichi is so keen to asse-t, non-risk
assets. Through these three moves,

mcenuvcs behind increasingly
engaging, game-like financial products,
The appeal of prediction markets is
often driven as much by competition
and instant feedback as by investment

reflati y policies,
amendmenl and even hinted at the
desirability of a weaker yen, most

Japan's prime minister has
made it plain that she
does not share one of the
core aims of her mentor

observers concluded that the Abe
playbook had been absorbed, cher-
ished and revived. Ithad not.

Aseries of recent moves by Takaichi
have laid that alarmingly bare. She has
made it plain that she does not share
one of the core ambitions of Abenom-
ics —and has distinct ones of her own.
In June, Takaichi set out her flagship
economic strategy. It centres on a
$2.3tn investment plan that will chan-
nel public and private funding into 17
strategic sectors between now and
2040. So far, so Abenomics. These
sectors include Al, data centres and
video games but, oddly given its
importance, omit the car industry.

Without a clear breakdown of how
the $2.3tn would be split between pub-
licand private funding, concerns have
gripped markets: was Takaichi pre-
paring to open the fiscal taps reck-
lessly wide? Were Japanese govern-
ment bond yields set to surge? And
will anything pull the yen back from
multi-decade lows?

‘There have been repeated reassur-
ances from the government that all
has been carefully thought through.
But the latest answer to the market
was for finance minister Satsuki
Katayama to prominently suggest
Japan’s big pension funds, including
the $1.81tn Government Pension
Investment Fund, increase their

sure!

YIS THAT AN IRANIAN
REPUBLICAN GUARD CORPS
REGIMENTAL TIE, SIRP "

Financial innovation can improve
markets, but trust depends on ensuring

Connection requires more
than screen-time limits
Claer Barrett is right to suggest that
“the rise of social media has coincided
with the demise of many spaces for
teens” (Opinion, June 20).

The data is stark; since 2010 more
than 1,200 youth clubs have closed,
and local authority funding for youth
services in England has fallen by 76 per
cent in real terms, representing a loss
of £1.3bn. But as children and
teenagers spend 85 per cent of their
time outside school, the debate around
the ban shouldn't stop at what we're
taking away from young people. We
also need to think about what we're
offering to take social media’s place.

A new football formula

Some years ago the FT published a
football formula I created, QM=1/H,
where QM is the quality of the midfield
and is in inverse proportion to H, the
number of times the goalkeeper hoofs
the ball upfield from the penalty area.
Having watched a lot of World Cup
games, I now suggest GF=1/R, where
GF is the genuineness of a foul and R is
the number of times the victim rolls
over after the supposed offence.

John Tinsley

Cambridge, UK

Autismisnotanillness

John Burn-Murdoch’s July 11 Data

Restricting social media may be part | Points column seems to treat autism
of the answer. But we cannot regulate and ADHD as mental health
our way to a more diti My famllys i is
We need ined that they are ing drivers of

investment in the places, people and
opportunities that help young people

mental health difficulties rather than
mental health conditions. Framing

‘Takaichi has d a funda- that greater access is matched by feel connected, confident and them this way risks misdirected
mental divergence between Abenom- Goldman Sachs’ concerns also greater uaderstanding. supported. treatment and poor policy decisions —
ics and her own ideological sense of highlight wider questions around Anna Paviova Jamie Masraff the very risks he aims to highlight.
what Japan should look like, and how transparency, conflicts of interest and Professor of Finance, London Business Chief Executive, OnSide, Bolton, Ronald Grover
bout making that happen. the use of non-public information. School, Lendon NW1, UK Lancashire, UK London E8, UK
Al the carv.- n! Abenomics was a pres-
Inthe

corporate world, that was imposed
through governance and stewardship
«<odes (which set higher standards on OUTLOOK isconsin was once services rather than id ing b access and
both companies and investors), known as the most revolution. universal childcare.
explicit empowerment of sharehold- MIDWEST progressive state in “Socialism is not part of the dim and But it’s a fair bet that her
ersand tolerance of activism. Abe, for the union. Thesedays | distant past; in some ways it’s part of Republican opponent will make sure
all his ideological fervour, was not it’s remembered for our DNA”, Milwaukee historian John voters hear the word “socialist” loud
dirigiste; his industrial policy was helping President Donald Trump win Gurda tells me, “But is there and clear, political analysts say.
guided by an acknowledgment that, two terms in the White House. something in the water that makes Trump has responded to recent
with good governance, shareholders [/‘/ ha t Democrats are hoping it's not too Wisconsin voters today more Democratic socialist wins by branding
and market forces might work best for late to reclaim the state’s leftwing. ive? We don't know th the victors “communists”, using the

Japan. Takanomics does not appear to
share that faith. It may yetbe right for
Japan, but it must prove itself against
Abenomics — and investors may well
decide they do not like the change.
Takaichi’s industrial policy reveals
pre-Abenomicsthinking, with no sense
that improved governance remains a
priority. It embeds the idea that com-
panies should invest according to a
government plan. Shareholders who
view the market as a better allocator
of capital may come to be seen as a
problem. By invoking the investment.
choices of the GPIF, Takanomics
revives a past when institutional inde-
pendence was wafer-thin and
beholden to politicians, not the long-
term interests of the people. Equally,
the idea of co-opting Mrs Watanabe to
prop up the domestic bond market
requires a view of the public that sees
them as stooges rather than investors.
Both Abenomics and Takanomics
are, despite some internal paradoxes,
coherent. As a matter of urgency,
though, Japan a.nd the world need lo
isethat th i
different. The clzshes we have seen in
recent weeks are only going to grow
louderand more unsettling.

leolewis@ft.com

Wisconsin tells
us about the
Democratic
Sfightback

~

by Patti Waldmeir

populist h—admon ‘They want to pmve
that the p

h)thatyﬁ. he adds, noting that asa

reliably Democratic areas such as New
York and Denver can also take hold in
the harsher political terrain of the
deeply divided Midwest — where the
label “socialist™ is a much harder sell.

Democratic socialist Francesca
Hong currently has a narrow polling
lead in the August 11 Wisconsin
Democratic primary for governor, as
the acrimonious battle for the party’s
identity moves to the heartland with
primaries in the crucial swing states of
‘Wisconsin and Michigan. The
Midwest polls come at a fraught
moment after scandals forced
progressive Democral Graham Platner
out of Maines US Senate race,
complicating the party’s path to
success in November’s midterms.

‘Wisconsin is no stranger to
progressive politics: the state was the
cradle of the ican P

Hong “probably is not going
to play well statewide”, particularly in
largely conservative rural areas.

But Milwaukee organiser for the
Democratic Socialists of America Shua
Sanchez believes most Wisconsin
voters “really don't care so much
about the party label” — including
rural ones. “They are working-class
and respond to an economic populist
message. They just want a candidate
that will help them pay the bills,” he
says. Bernie Sanders won 71 of
Wisconsin's 72 counties in the 2016
Democratic presidential primary, he
points out.

Wisconsin voter Alex Lux illustrates
that anti-establishment political
fluidity: he wanted Sanders for
president in 2016 but ended up voting
for Trump when his candidate wasn't
available. Now he's backing Hong: this

movement, where refmmers such as
Robert La Follette pioneered workers’
rights and an active state. Milwaukee,
its largest city, had socialist mayors for
decades until 1960; they were known
as “sewer socialists” because of their
pragmatic approach to government,
focusing on ities and public

year’s governor’s race, for him, is “the
2016 election I never got to vote in,
this is Trump vs Bernie”,

word 81 times in the fortnight after
leftwing candidates won primary
victories in June. The analysts point
out that “red scare” crusader Joe
McCarthy also came from Wisconsin.
And the state’s veteran pollster
Charles Franklin points out that Hong
may be vulnerable to attacks based on
some of her recent statements —
including saying her “perfect world
would be a world without prisons”.
None of the Democratic candidates
have attacked her as too far left or
unelectable, he says, but if she reaches
LheNnvemberballol an bet that
It didate]
Tom Tiffany will not be shy about it".
Franklin says Hong enjoyed her
strongest support among “Democrats
who call themselves very liberal” in
his latest poll in March — only 10 to 15
per cent of all registered voters. He
‘warns against assuming that recent
DSA gains in “deepest blue” phces will
translate here. “I don't think we've
had a fair trial of just how successful
can be,” he tells me.

But even the Hong admits
its candidate is “not really leading
with” her socialism, which it
acknowledges “can be a non-starter”
fur some — her pohcy platform of
ility” includes

The state that once helped invent
American progressivism may be the
test of whether it truly has a future.

The writer is a contributing columnist



Thursday 16 July 2026

* FINANCIAL TIMES

Opinion

One answer to EU strategic autonomy is orbiting overhead

Mateusz
Szczurek

urope is having two

arguments in two separate

rooms and it would make

faster progress if it noticed

they were about the same
basicproblem.

In one room, economists debate how
1o create a common safe asset for the
bloc — a deep, liquid stock of high-
quality debt to anchor portfolios and
strengthen the international role of the
eura. There have been some ingenious
ideas, from Eurozone jointly issued
“Blue Bonds” to “European Safe Bonds™
that would repackage member state
sovereign debt, to the latest Eurobond
proposals. But they all run aground on
the same rock: a bond needs a source of
repayment, and the EU has never

debate how to pay for the air defence,
surveillance and resilient communica-
tion networks that no single member
state can build at sufficient scale, leav-
ing Europe dependent on the US. The
EU’s flagship answer, the €150bn Safe
programme, lends money to national
capitals to buy their own kit. While it
has the upside of expanding the stock of
EU bonds, it risks further entrenching
in defence p

Europe today fields a dozen types of
‘main battletank to America’s one.

Safe assets lack a source of repay-
ment. Public goods lack a common
owner. Asingle instrument could supply
both: let the EU borrow to build and
directly own a portfolio of strategic
assets, then recover the cost by charging
for theiruse.

Start with space, because Europe
already has this model. The Galileo sat-
ellite navigation system is owned by the
EU, while Iris?, the blocs new satellite
network, will be built and run under
European control with a commercial

managed to agree on joint to
provideone.
In the other room, defence officials

arm The legal f kis
long established. Under the Union Space
Programme regulation, the EU owns the

satellites and ground stations outright.
The next step would be to extend the
model to an mlegraled ponfoho of

‘which generic bonds lack, making
itastronger financial proposition.
Because it would pay for itself, it

strategic
tions, all-wealher radar imaging and
space-based early warning.

The EU would issue long-dated
interest-only AAA bonds at the rate it
already pays — about 0.5 p

also one of the traps that
snares European defence: persuading

be funded first, ahead of any coupon

payments. The asset is btst unders(ood H

reluctan: capitals to fund “
else’s” security. There is no transfer
here, no potential liability for those who
abstain, v i bargain that has

points above Bund yields. Member

Start with space,
because Europe
alreacly has this model
with Galileo
states would pay for guaranteed access,
much as they already do for satellite

services; spare capacity would be sold
commercially. On conservative num-

to be struck. A subset of willing states
and partners could anchor it, just as
they anchor Iris? today. The political
question shrinks from “will you pay for
another country’s defence?” to “do you
want to allow the EU to finance a capa-
bility that pays for itself2?". That is a far
easieryes.

There is even a commercial tailwind.
As the reliability of US and Chinese sys-
tems becomes questionable — a lesson
the war in Ukraine taught vividly — a
European service operating under
transparent, rules-based governance

will

bers, a €20bn space could
generate enough revenue to cover its
interest bill aimost five ti with

d neutrals.

None of this is costless or risk-free.

an annual surplus near €2.8bn. The
debt would be backed by a revenue
stream and a productive public asset,

in Europe are
thinner than for Elon Musk’s Starlink
satellite system. Competition rules
will constrain pricing, while low-orbit

asar

with orbital slots, communications *

rights, ground

an established customer base and a |

trusted provider.

1t could be a part of the newly pro- |
posed Multilateral Defence Mechanism |

or the European Defence Mechanism
proposed by think-tank Bruegel,

serving as a revenue-generating engine
and reducing the amount of capital

required. It could also be rolled out rela-
tively quickly through direct borrowing
by the EU and without the lengthy proc-
essof building a coalition of the willing.

Europe has spent years treating stra-
tegic autonomy as an expense. It would
dobetter to treat it asanasset that it can

own. The satellites are going up either
way: Adorning them with 12 stars ona

blu isalogical d

Conlflicts of
interest are back

— and blatant

WORLD AFFAIRS

Alec
Russell

-

a4 1d he advisi

his
daughterand son in-lawto walk away.
As the list of the Trump circle’s busi-
ness entanglements grows and grows, it
seems ever more likely it contains the
seeds of the Trump project’s decline. As
former UK prime minister Boris John-
son found to his cost, it is sometimes a
seemingly small scandal that can prove

s global i with an

eye for an opportunity, it is

easy to see why Jared Kush-

ner and Ivanka Trump

have alighted on the idea of
a resort on Albania’s coast. Itis not justa
stunning spot; in the language of Ameri-
can realtors, it is ripe with opportunity
on the last undeveloped stretch of the
Dalmatian coast.

You can imagine the pitch doing the
rounds in New York. To the south are
Greece’s taverna-strewn Ionian Islands,
including the home of Odysseus. To the
north, Montenegro’s coastline is concreted
over with hotels. Beyond that, Croatia hasa
300-mile treasure trail. Here s your chance
tofill in the last piece of the Dalmatian jig-
saw. Andit’s good for Albania!

Well, absolutely it makes sense for
what Is one of Europe’s smallest and
poorest countries to try to cash in on its
beaches. When  first visited the country
in the 1990s, soon after the downfall of
communism, I stayed in the drabbest of
state hotels and remember imagining

In Albania, the Trump-Kushner plan
has ignited the “Flamingo Revolution”.
Nightly protests, backed by the pop star
Dua Lipa, were sparked by concerns the
project would harm a nature reserve
known for the exotic birds. They are
now targeting more broadly the prevail-
ing culture of crony capitalism, and a
scandal over seemingly corrupt land

of state Marco Rubio in US foreign pol-
icy. Yet there he is pursuing a mega-
investment overseas, and in a country
which is notoriously corrupt.

‘What has happened to the old princi-
ple of government that required you to
park business interests — and fill out

On one level this Balkan drama may
appear remote compared to conflicts of
interest over say World Liberty Finan-
cial, the Trump-backed crypto venture,
But this is about more — or rather even
more — than the dear flamingos and

ambient sleaze. This is about a sense
that if you are close to Trump, lhe nor-
mal rules do not apply. I its simp

forms? When I put that ques-
tion to a former US foreign service offi-
cial, they replied that conflicts of inter-

posedly said his family should be not
just “free from guilt but free from the
suspicionof it”, Thatis the issue here.
As Viktor Orban, the former prime
minister of Hungary, learnt when he
was defeated in elections in April, if
there is one thing that finally alienates
wvoters it is a sense that elites are profit-
ing from power. He could probably have
gone on pursumg his nationalist

est had become “a fi abug”of projectsi if his circle had not
th , adding: 1 tell old coll snpalmdysucmmbedmgreed.

to keep notes of every meeting and not At this point Trump-weary readers
toget involved.” will say itis late in the day, if not naive,

‘Trump probably admires Julius Cae-
sar; al'.erall lhe dictator had no time for

to sound shocked by such behaviour.
’l’he more cymcal will rightly add this
behind

and egregiousness, this polnls to whal
could be the D

But the US presi-
dent clearly lacks Caesar's instincts on
iety. When Caesar divorced his

attack line. There is surely fertile terrain

here for hearings if they win back the

House of Representatives in November.
There is no evidence of wrongdoing

happily but without much confid

that one day its coast could fund its
recovery. But if Donald Trump's politi-
cal advisers have any say in his entou-
rage’s affairs — or for that matter any

by Kushner’sc But the signal
their plan sends is dire. As the US presi-
dent’s lead medxalar in gloha] cnse:.
Kushner:

vice-president JD Vance and secre!zry

wifeafter allegations of an affair, he sup-

In recent decades at least,
profiteering was confined
to the shadows. These days
it is in plain sight

But that u lhe polnl behind the scenes.

The US and indeed my own country,
Britain, and most others, have alwayx
had confli interest. Joe Bid

Take Pakistan, a country that, like H
Albania, has a weak record in tackling |

corruption, is dominated by rich fami-

lies, and has links to Trump’s team.
Pakistan’s de facto ruler, Field Marshal :

Asim Munir, has met Zach Witkoff — the

son of Trump’s other lead mediator, the :

businessman Steve Witkoff — at least

twice. And lo! Pakistani officials have
done fledgling deals with World Liberty *

Financial, of which the younger Witkoff
is CEO and a co-founder.
As for Albania, this i will

must be replaced every few i
years, But the programme design would -
absorb these issues. Replacement would

: quences for worlang parents), t the con-
of

Britain forgets
the dull bit of
climate change

policy

Jill
Rutter

limate change policy divides
intotwo parts. Oneis mitiga-
tion — reducing greenhouse
gas emissions. It has huge
numbers of advocates
(some sceptics too). It attracts political
attention and the ambitious. It is the

i subject of soaring rhetoric and street

protests, It has big budgets and its own
(81

pst

laledmaslmplegoaL netzero.
Its poor relation is adaptation — the

| need to adjust the way we live to the

The writer is the former minister of finance
Poland  out on the street for it —indeed, some

. climate activists are hostile because
i they fear it will cloud the goal of reduc-
i ing emissions, It has no dedicated
- budget. It is not amenable to a simple

reality of a changing climate. No one is

target or slogan, When the Department.

: of Energy and Climate Change was cre-
- ated in 2008, adaptation was left with
- the Department for Environment, Food

and Rural Affairs (Defra). The people
working on it could be counted on the
fingers of half a hand. The Climate

+ Change Committee’s role on adaptation

only came from an amendment to the
climate change bill.
And while the UK has reduced emis-

© sions, the CCC has consistently called

out the lack of progress on adaptation.
The foreword to its latest report in May

. said: “The public is concerned that we
. are unprepared . . . What governments
. have been doing on adaptation clearly

isn't working. It istime for change.”
The CCC lays out a whole range of

| areas the government needs to deal with

hatit terms “well-adapted”.

| But nothing suggests Andy Burnham is

The Treasury should
lead on adaptation
planning as an economic
and sodial priority

any more interested than Keir Starmer.
There is no indication Burnham will
appoint a cabinet big hitter to Defra. It
may be as low a priority for him as for
the other seven prime ministers since
the Climate Change Act passed in 2008.
But this summer is a reminder of the
cost of failing to adapt. Whether it is
arguments over air conditioning or
schm)lchildren slaying home when
(wi

" %
schy conse-

probably suffer the fate of another

Kushner-backed Balkans project: his |
plan to build a luxury hotel in Serbia’s

capital Belgrade was eventually axed
rm.

ue
to overheating NHS operating theatres,
or how to keep the trains running and
the roads open, the clear and immediate

. costs of not being well adapted are

to mount.

last year after a political

But what of America? Wil this brazen |

culture become an accepted standard,

Hunter, was caught up in such a scandal
in Ukraine. But in recent decades at
least these have been confined to the
shadows. The difference now is that the
profiteering is in plain sight. People
close to Trump seem willing to flaunt
theircommercial ambitions.

private gain? Or will the country
respond by erecting stronger safe-
guards? If the Democrats were smart,

this and not anti-capitalism would be |
i eases

their focus in November.

glecrussell@ft.com

The UK has a blueprint for innovation.

TECHNOLOGY

John
Thornhill

nyone needing a shot of

optimism about the UK’s

economic prospects should

visit the New Whittle

Laboratory in Cambridge.

The gleaming £58mn building, home to

some of the prototype turbojet engines

developed by Frank Whittle in the

1930s, highlights the UK’s rich indus-

trial past and promises an equally inno-
vative future.

The lab is intent on lransformlng one

transformed by new technologies and
business models. That presents a
unique opportunity for the UK — “aero-
thermal is an industry where the UK
leads”, he says, noting the success of
Rolls-Royce aero engines and UK-made
Formula 1 cars. The aim is to cut engi-
neering development time from several
yearstoa few months, oraven weeks.
Tothatend, he has launched the affili-
ated Bennett Innovation Lab with Elli-
ott Grant, a former executive from
GoogleX's innovation arm. Their aim is
tocreatea “hardware unicorn machine™
supporting tech start-ups that can grow
to more than $1bn in valuation. In the
US, Y Combinator has incubated scores
of software start-ups. The Bennett lab
wants to do the same for UK hardware.
“As Al collapses the cost and speed of
innovation, this is where I want to be

and deal with risk.” The next chalk

Now it must act on it

will then be battling through the “horri-
ble accretion of frictions” that prevents
promising UK start-ups from becoming
global technology champions.

How to overcome those frictions has
been explored in a new book by US
entrepreneur Amir Hegazi. The UK Inno-
vation Blueprint has contributions from
24 entrepreneurs, investors and policy-
makers and contains 10

over

health insurance and has now moved to
theUAE.

The most glaring K high-

ment departments work simultane

“sdefault”.

lighted in the UK and Europe is the lack
of risk-taking growd: mpnal Thal has
meant that pi

5|r Keir Starmer’s outgoing govern-

ment appemd ﬁnally lo have grasped :

some of th

companies with global nmbmons. such
as Arm, DeepMind and Oxford lonics,
have often had little choice but to sell

Pioneering companies with
global ambitions have often
had little choice but to sell
up to US or Asian buyers

tions on how the country’s “conversion

of Britain’s aero- bigthing,"Grantsays.  gap” canbe closed.

th | engineering, which aero- Outside observers are intrigued by Mobilising capital, creating a govern-

space, energy and defence. the initiative, “l 100 pu’ cent. beheve ment delivery machine l.lw. canactas
As he tours the premlses, Rob Mxllm', that we can the first forp start-

the lab’s these " Sir John ups and easing visa restrictions to

director, explains that the four stepsin  Lazar, p of the Royal attract and entrep)

the engineering process — design, man-
ufacture, test and iterate —are all being

of Engineering, tells me. *But the really,
really difficult debate is how you assess

are high on the list. Hegazi himself lost
his UK Global Talent visa because of an

US or Asian buy

In the book, Hermann Hauser, co-
founder of Amadeus Capital Partners,
laments the fact that all 11 European
tech unicorns he has backed ultimately
relocated to the US. This “predictable
and devastating” failure is “the single
most important problem,” he argues.

In her contribution, Kate Bingham,
who chaired the UK Vaccine Taskforce
in 2020, says Britain showed it could
innovate, mobilise resources and scale
up quickly during the Covid if

ham appears more focused on devolu-

tion, taxation and redistribution. But if |
it wants to achieve its wider ambitions, :

its top priority must be to back enter-
prise toreignite growth.

second world war, Prime Minister Win-

ston Churchill struggled to mobilise the -
government will to develop Whittle’s -

new jet engine. “Thi the UK

the use of public office for |

ind was acting -
with increasing urgency. Sadly, the |
incoming government of Andy Burn- -

But there are longer-term conse-
quences too: how much to spend on
flood defence and where; how to ensure
those at risk can get insurance; how

! farming and land use need to change in

reaction to hotter summers and wetter
winters; how to protect against new dis-
taking hold in the UK.

It is unreasonable to expect Defra

: alone to push this up the agenda of gov-

ernment. The Cabinet Office could
house an adaptation unit. But prime

. ministers have a lot to focus on and
. there is nothing less powerful than an
- orphaned central coordinating unit.

There is, howcvcr, one institution in
gov that can f d
to pay attention: the Treasury At mol,
ion is not an

| issue. It is an economic performance
ously, not sequentially. The troubleis, :
she:dds lhal thisway of workingis “the :

and value-for-money issue.
% how Burih 1d

a.

tation being the climate Cinderella.
First, treat adaptation as a value-for-
money issue. That would focus minds at
the top of the civil service and enable
scrutiny and challenge of how far
departmental plans take account of
future climate threats and are resilient
to potential changes.

Secnnd the masury should lead on

as an

+ and social risk, deciding where it is
Even during the darkest days of the -

worth spending money and where other
options are better to reduce disruption
and minimise costs. It can make sure
capital spendingis resilient to future cli-
i0s. It can ensure a common

now faces are similarly i

h

argues Miller.
‘Today, at least, Britain is at peace and

Delivery mechanisms employed at the
time could be replicated across other
sectors teday. The th ji

Adaptation s;((ers from being the
dull but essential part of dealing with

dients are: creating mlssmn«dnven
teams; committing public money early
to support them; and ensuring govern-

print intoaction.

ioh il

talents and turn that blue-
| The writer is a former senior civil servant
* and a senior fellow at the Institute for

ds itstech hasaclear, achieva- | climate change, adistraction from more
ble bl int for ion. It is high policy. That makes it a natu-
time to bﬂ blg on the country’s entre- | ralfit for the Treasury.

Government
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