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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

HOPE, NOT FEAR

PM’s call for reform and self-reliance struck the right
note; the spectre of the ‘intruder’ one that is disquieting

RIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi's Independence Day speech, his 12th ina row,

was delivered against the backdrop of a global economy roiled by unpredictabil-

ity, turmoil and upheaval. PM Modi did not name him but Donald Trump and the

tariff regime the US President has unleashed, lurked, between the lines, as both
presence and shadow. For the most part, the PM spoke of how India needs to enliven the
“MakeinIndia” and “Vocal for Local” mantras, and install self-reliance at the heart of the coun-
try’s development strategy and growth model. The message was: In times when the Trump
tariff regime is impacting exports,and when disruptions in global supply chains are threat-
ening to squeeze imports, India must focus on strengthening the domestic economy by
pursuing the path of self-sufficiency or “aatmanirbharta”. PM Modi reminded the nation of
India’s proven “samarthya” or capability — when it took the lead in manufacturing the coro-
navirus vaccine, not only foritself, but also for the world; and more recently, when, powered
by indigenous weapon systems, it conducted Operation Sindoor.

This is not the first time that PM Modi has spoken of the need to Make in India, or extolled
the virtues of aatmanirbharta. But this I-day speech was remarkable for the urgency with
which it sought to connect the dots from Atmanirbhar Bharat to Viksit Bharat and national
security, framing it as a matter not merely of import-export but as a test of a nation’s very
“aatmasamman” or self-respect: “Hum nahin banayenge? Hum nirbhar rahenge? (Why will
we remain dependent on others)?” He exhorted the young and the entrepreneurs, the sci-
entists and the private sector, to come forward and fill the gaps with ideas and innovations
— to make India’s own fertiliser and semiconductor, and to be self-reliant in clean energy
and critical minerals. The government, he said, would encourage and enable them through
the next generation of reforms, for which he announced a special task force.

But as much as the PM sought to exhort and energise, and even as he tapped into his
countrymen and women’s ambitions and optimism — he announced a special Diwali bo-
nanza of GST reform, a Rs 1 lakh crore Rozgar Yojana for the young, invoked the symbol-
ism of naari shakti, space start-ups and Shubhanshu Shukla’s odyssey — he also painted a
gathering spectre. Illegal immigrants or “ghuspaithiye”, he said, are snatching Indians’ jobs,
taking away land from tribal populations, endangering India’s “behan-beti” or women. His
government would, therefore, set up a high powered Demography Mission. While illegal
immigration is a resonant issue that is becoming bigger across the world, riding on the
back of nationalist politics and populist movements, the PM'’s highlighting of it has a dis-
quieting domestic backdrop — of growing incidents of violence against Bengali-speaking
migrants in states, and the ongoing controversy over voters’ lists. The BJP’s defeat in the
Jharkhand assembly election may have pointed to the limits of “illegal immigration” asan
electoral plank, but in a diverse country, it is still an issue that is fraught, one that can pro-
pel a politics of distrust and fear. The PM’s playing up of the dark motif of the “ghuspaithiya”,
coupled with his tribute to the RSS from the ramparts of Red Fort, showed an unmistak-
able ideological layering of his message. For the nation, they frame the challenge that lies
ahead: Of finding a way forward that sidesteps the fear and embraces the hope.

A MESSAGE TO EC

Supreme Court’s interim order on the Special Intensive Revision
exercise in Bihar is significant and welcome

HE SUPREME COURT'S directive to the Election Commission to be transpar-

ent on the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar is signif-

icant and welcome. The Court asked the EC to publish detailed district-wise

lists of the 65 lakh voters whose names had been omitted from the draft elec-
toral roll published on August 1. These lists must specify the precise reason for each dele-
tion, be it death, migration, or duplication, and be both physically available at local admin-
istrative offices and searchable online. The Court mandated that news of these deletions
be widely publicised in Bihar through both vernacular and English newspapers, as well
as electronic and social media. Amid the confusion and apprehensions unleashed by the
SIR exercise in Bihar, the Court’s intervention is reassuring.

The SC order recognises the complexity of the exercise, both in scale and due to its con-
stricted timelines in the poll-bound state. At the same time, it sends a message that the EC’s
conductis being watched. For Bihar’s migrant workers, Dalits, small farmers, daily wagers
and poor, the demand for relatively difficult to procure documents from those who do not
feature in the 2003 electoral roll, is an onerous one. As this newspaper has highlighted in
a series of ground reports, the shifting of the burden of proof on to the vulnerable voter in
what has morphed into a citizenship test has sparked widespread fears of disenfranchise-
ment. The EC’s refusal to accept the Court’s suggestion to consider Aadhaar, Voter ID and
ration card as proof underlines the challenge. But the Court’s insistence on full transparency
on the deletions in the face of the EC’s resistance is heartening.

The SC has not stayed or stopped the SIR process in Bihar, recognising the EC’s constitu-
tional mandate and authority, but it has instituted a check: “The powers(todo so)are prima fa-
cietraceable, so we do not wish tointerdict. .. but your manner has to be reasonable, has to give
certain comfort to citizens. Should not strain a person to become eligible,” it said. Article 324 of
the Constitution gives the EC the powers of superintendence, direction and control of elections.
However, it cannot hide behind that Article and those powers and view transparency as anin-
convenience. The EC's conduct of the SIRin Bihar sets a template — the exercise will be conducted
across states. Going ahead, the SC's intervention draws some much-needed red lines.

YOU IN YOUTUBE

Al-generated videos are gaining popularity. For a platform that
grew on human creativity, this does not bode well

N 2005, WHEN the internet was young — accessed mostly through dial-up con-

nections and featuring user-created websites — the birth of YouTube heralded a

new era of digital content creation, and creativity. In grainy footage, shot in low-

light conditions and against make-shift backdrops, ordinary people offered a
glimpse into their lives, their nerdy obsessions and passions. Would-be musicians, artists
and filmmakers showcased their craft, with many, like singers Justin Bieber, Shawn
Mendes and Troye Sivan, finding stardom. This was the promise of YouTube, when the
“you” inits name meant something. Twenty years on, however, with Al entering the chat,
that promise is becoming increasingly fragile.

“Al slop” — purely Al-generated content, usually nonsensical, with no substance and
storyline or any purpose other than grabbing clicks and views — is taking over YouTube.
A recent data analysis by The Guardian found that “nearly one in 10 of the fastest grow-
ing YouTube channels globally are showing Al-generated content only”, with many of
the channels posting “repetitive and ‘inauthentic’ content”. A platform once celebrated
as alaunch pad for everyman is now being crowded with content that is disconnected from
anyone’s lived experience and which lacks the textures and tones of human creativity, the
telling flaws and endearing glitches that speak of people, not algorithms.

The proliferation of blindly-automated, prompt-driven creations means that creators will
now have to compete for views and — increasingly, ad revenue — with content-generation
farms that can upload multiple, polished videos in a single day. It is also bad news for con-
sumers. Almay have much to offer when used right, but no prompt, however precisely worded,
can generate the many shades of human ingenuity and whimsy that YouTube is home to.
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WORDLY WISE
THE SERVICE OF INDIA MEANS, THE SERVICE OF
THE MILLIONS WHO SUFFER.
— JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

To count everyone in

SC’s nudge to EC on SIR shifts focus from fraught

questions of citizenship to correctness of electoral rolls

ALOK PRASANNA KUMAR

HISTORY DOESN’T REPEAT itself, but
it often rhymes,” Mark Twain once
famously said.

The Supreme Court’s order in
Association for Democratic Reforms vs
Election Commission of India (2025),in the
context of the “Special Intensive Revision”
(SIR) exercise in Bihar, “rhymes” very
much with its landmark judgment in Lal
Babu Hussain vs Electoral Registration
Officer (1995). On Thursday, the SC di-
rected the ECI to make the draft electoral
roll more accessible and searchable, giv-
ing excluded voters reasons for their ex-
clusion so that they may challenge it. In Lal
Babu Hussain, the Court put paid to the
ECI's attempt to declare certain voters
“non-citizens” and directed them to fol-
low a fresh, transparent and fair process
with regard to voters it had genuine rea-
sons to believe were not citizens. The par-
allels between these two cases, nearly 30
years apart, speak of a certain official dis-
trust of India’s poorest citizens.

The Representation of the People Act,
1950 and the Registration of Electors Rules,
1960, made to implement the Act, do not
contain the words “Special Intensive
Revision”. They only mention a “summary
revision” (which happens regularly) or an
“intensive revision” (which happens
rarely), or a mix of the two, necessary in
special circumstances. An SIR, atleast as it
is being carried out in Bihar, seems to have
no basis in the law. The official justifica-
tion for this exercise is the need to remove
non-citizens from the electoral rolls.
However, it has now shifted the burden of
proof onto the citizen to “prove” their cit-
izenship. It has discarded its own electoral
roll prepared after people have declared
that they are citizens, after the 2003 elec-
toral roll. The ECI has given a limited list of
documents that it will accept as proof of

Between the ‘Lal Babu
Hussain’ judgment and the
latest order in the SIR case,
the relationship between the
ECI and the SC has been one
of institutional bonhomie.
The SC, in its judicial orders,
has helped push forward
some key ECI proposals for
changes in the electoral
process relating to the
declaration of assets and
criminal cases, the
disqualification of convicted
politicians, and the ‘None of
the Above’ option. The ECI’s
indifferent stance on electoral
bonds, which the Supreme
Court struck down as
unconstitutional, was one of
the rare instances of relative
disagreement between the two
institutions.

citizenship. Crucially, Aadhaar cards and
Electoral ID cards (issued, ironically, by the
ECl itself) are not considered acceptable
evidence.

Something similar happened in 1994 in
Delhi and Mumbai. The ECI instructed
Electoral Registration Officers to identify
“non-citizens” and remove them from the
electoral list, in coordination with the local
police. Notices were issued to nearly three
lakh people demanding that they prove
their citizenship — only with documentary
proof — limiting its possibility to only four
documents. Ration cards, perhaps the most
widely held proof of identity, were not ac-
cepted by the ECI until it was pushed to do
so by the Bombay High Court. Those affected
in Delhi approached the SC directly.

In its 1995 judgment, a three-judge
bench of the SC set aside the instructions
of the ECl and directed that no one should
be required to prove their citizenship un-
less the ECI had credible material to show
that they were not citizens. When such
material was found, the ERO was required
to conduct a full-scale inquiry, allowing
the person in question to provide all pos-
sible evidence to show that they were cit-
izens of India. Then, as now, the ECI's move
triggered strong political backlash against
the ruling party (Congress).

The SC’s latest order has also pushed
the ECI to accept more documents as proof
of identity and to also declare why certain
voters have been left out of the draft elec-
toral list. The ECI has claimed (without
substantiating) that, by and large, voters
have been removed from the draft elec-
toral roll as they have either died or mi-
grated. The SC’s order will test the truth of
the ECI's claims, but the key point is that
it took the SC to push the ECI to follow the
most basic principles of natural justice.

Between the Lal Babu Hussain judg-

ment and the latest order in the SIR case,
the relationship between the ECI and the
SChas been one of institutional bonhomie.
The SC, in its judicial orders, has helped
push forward some key ECI proposals for
changes in the electoral process relating to
the declaration of assets and criminal
cases, the disqualification of convicted
politicians, and the “None of the Above”
option. The ECT’s indifferent stance on elec-
toral bonds, which the Supreme Court
struck down as unconstitutional, was one
of the rare instances of relative disagree-
ment between the two institutions.

The SC’s order in the SIR case is, there-
fore, no “rebuke” to the ECI; rather, it is far
from it. The SC judges hearing the case,
through their oral observations, do not
seem convinced that the ECI is acting ei-
ther unlawfully or in bad faith. Rather, they
have tried to nudge the ECl along, pointing
to its own commitment to transparency
and fairness in the process. Coming along
with the earlier order of the SC, which
pushed the ECI to accept the Aadhaar card
and the EPIC card as valid documents, this
has meant that the focus of SIR has shifted,
subtly, from questions of citizenship to
questions of correctness of the rolls.

The very first electoral rolls in India were
prepared in such a way that even the home-
less and the nameless (mostly women who
were referred to only as someone’s mother
or wife) found themselves on the voter rolls.
This was done at a time when the
Constitution was not even final, and no one
knew who was going to be a citizen in the
new India. Had that exercise been done
with the callousness and cruelty of the SIR,
India would never have been the world’s
largest electoral democracy.

The writer is a co-founder of the Vidhi
Centre for Legal Policy and an advocate

PINK TTICKET TO BELONGING

On free bus rides, made Delhi my own

AFSHEEN Rizvi

THE DELHI GOVERNMENT’S decision to re-
place pink tickets with Aadhaar-linked pink
passes (Saheli Smart Card), restricting free
bus travel to “residents of Delhi”, is a bu-
reaucratic tweak that betrays the very idea
of public mobility as a right. For migrant
women, students, informal workers, and
those without formal proof of residency,
this move erects yet another barrier in a city
that already gatekeeps its spaces along the
lines of class, caste, and community. As are-
search scholar who relied on these pink
tickets to explore, loiter, and claim my place
in Delhi’s public sphere, [ understand first-
hand how this policy can shrink the city for
thousands of women like me.

When Shilpa Phadke, Shilpa Ranade and
Sameera Khan wrote Why Loiter? Women
and Risk on Mumbai Streets, they under-
scored how women’s access to public
spaces isn’t just about transit; it's about the
right to linger, to wander without purpose,
to belong without justification. For me,
Delhi’s pink tickets made that possible. 1 had
the privilege of sitting in any 615 or 621
number bus that commutes between
Poorvanchal Hostel and Minto Road or Mori
Gate. I would stop at various places that
these buses took me. Gradually, I learned
about other routes and the whole city be-
came accessible, just by sitting on any DTC
bus, without having to worry about the fare
or anyone asking me if I'm a resident of
Delhi. The pink ticket handed to me without
any qualifications was the ticket that made

From the quiet, tree-lined
roads of Lodhi Colony to the
chaos and Mughal splendour
of ‘purani’ Dilli, I learned the
city not as a tourist but as
someone who inhabited it.
Friendships deepened during
long rides, and spontaneous
detours became adventures,
as the fear of expensive
commutes stopped
constraining my mobility.
These rides became my safe
way to navigate the city.

me feel that I belonged. From the quiet, tree-
lined roads of Lodhi Colony to the chaos and
Mughal splendour of purani Dilli, I learned
the city not as a tourist but as someone who
inhabited it. Friendships deepened during
long rides, and spontaneous detours be-
came adventures, as the fear of expensive
commutes stopped constraining my mobil-
ity. These rides became my safe way to nav-
igate the city. Now, with the new rule, that
freedom is conditional — available only to
those who can prove they “belong”.

The term “resident” is a slippery one.
Are students living in hostels residents?
What about the domestic worker from an-
other state who lives with her employer?
Or take the case of the Muslim woman.
Many scholars have shown how discrimi-
nation exists in the rental house market, so
is she now doubly excluded because she
lacks a Delhi Aadhaar? The government’s
logic mirrors the insidious “son of the soil”
politics that ties rights to paperwork, ig-
noring how migrants sustain this city’s
economy and culture.

Buses, particularly for women, are not
merely vehicles of mobility; they consti-
tute a critical site of provisional belonging
— a mobile public sphere where the act of
commuting itself becomes an assertion of
spatial claim. The DTC free bus travel
scheme for women, prior to its residency-
based restructuring, functioned as both a
logistical and a symbolic safeguard, offer-
ing not just affordability but a sanctioned

presence in transit spaces historically
fraught with gendered risk. This distinction
is crucial when contextualised against
Delhi’s long-standing anxieties around
women’s mobility, epitomised by the
December 2012 gang rape case — a tragedy
that unfolded in a private bus. It under-
scored the difference in perceptions of
safety between regulated public transit and
unaccountable private transport.

Free bus travel is not a “perk”. It’s a life-
line. For working women, it meant savings;
for students, independence; for slum
dwellers, a rare respite from the humilia-
tion of proving they “deserve” basic serv-
ices. Now, women in informal settlements
— often without land records — will be fur-
ther marginalised.

Delhi has never been a city of neat bor-
ders or orderly belonging. It thrums with
the chaos of a thousand contradictions, a
place where rickshaws scrape past Audis,
where ruins of the Delhi Sultanate cast
shadows on glass towers, where home is-
n't just an address but the smell of winter
smog and shared laughter on a crowded
bus. Itis a city beyond the documented pa-
pers, fixed address on Aadhaar card. It is a
city where Muzaffar Hanfi reminded us,
“yun bhi Dilli mai log rehte hain, jaise divan-
e-mir chaak shuda”. Mere documents can-
not contain the life that is Delhi.

The writer is a research scholar in
Sociology working in Delhi
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AuGUST 16, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

ASSAM ACCORD

THE SIX-YEAR-OLD Assam problem was re-
solved with comprehensive but separate
agreements calling for disenfranchisement
of foreign nationals who entered the state
between January 1, 1966 and March 24, 1971,
and the resignation of the Saikia government.
The announcement of the accord was made
by the Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, in his
address to the nation from the Red Fort on
the occasion of Independence Day.

PM’s SPEECH

IN HIS MAIDEN speech from the ramparts of
the Red Fort on the 38th anniversary of
Independence, the Prime Minister, Rajiv

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Gandhi, announced that an accord had been
reached on the Assam issue. He said that ef-
forts were on to improve relations with all
the neighbouring countries including China,
Nepal and Sri Lanka. A full understanding
with Pakistan was, however, possible only if
it reconsidered its nuclear programme
aimed at manufacturing a bomb, the Prime
Minister said.

SIX-YEAR SAGA

IN ASSAM YOU do not get anything till you
agitate.” This is how ousted AASU vice-pres-
ident Nurul Hussain had reacted to the
movement over the foreign nationals in the
state. The agitation, which began in the lat-
ter half of 1979, saw its ups and downs. Men,

women and children defied curfew by pour-
ing outinto the streets in 1980. The agitation
leaders nearly stalled the February 1983 state
election with the slogan, “No solution, no
election.”

NO COMMENT

MOST OF THE leaders of the Opposition
parties have expressed their reluctance to
comment on the Assam agreement. The
Janata Party leader in Parliament, Madhu
Dandavate, and the BJP leader in
Parliament, L K Advani, declined to com-
ment. Contacted separately, both said they
did not have any details of the agreement
and would not like to comment till the de-
tails were known and studied.
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Atmanirbhar and Viksit

Self-reliance is not confined merely to imports and exports, or to rupees, pounds, and dollars. It is
linked to our capability. Together, let us make ‘Vocal for Local’ the mantra of every citizen’s life

NARENDRA MODI

THIS GRAND FESTIVAL of Independence is a
celebration of the 140 crore resolutions of our
people. This festival of Independence is amo-
ment of collective achievements, a moment
of pride, and our hearts are filled with joy. “Har
Ghar Tiranga” is visible, whether from the
deserts, the Himalayan peaks, the seashores,
or densely populated regions and everywhere
thereis one echo, one cheer: The praise of our
motherland, dearer to us than life itself.

Friends, I feel great pride that I have the op-
portunity to salute the brave warriors of
Operation Sindoor from the ramparts of the
Red Fort. Our courageous soldiers punished
the enemies beyond anything they could have
imagined. On April 22, terrorists crossed the
border and committed a massacre in
Pahalgam. The entire nation was filled with
outrage, and the whole world was shocked.
Operation Sindoor was the expression of that
outrage. After the events on the 22nd, we gave
our army complete freedom — let them decide
the strategy, choose the targets, and select the
timing. Our army accomplished something
that had not happened in decades. Penetrating
hundreds of kilometres into enemy territory,
they reduced terrorist headquarters to dust.

After Independence, feeding crores of peo-
ple was a formidable challenge. And it was
none other than the farmers of my country
who, by toiling hard, filled the granaries of the
nation. The bedrock of a Viksit Bharatis also a
self-reliant Bharat. The greater a nation’s re-
liance on others, the more its freedom comes
into question. Self-reliance is not confined
merely to imports and exports, or to rupees,
pounds, and dollars. Self-reliance is linked to
our capability,and when self-reliance begins to
diminish, capability too continually declines.
Therefore, to preserve, maintain,and enhance
our capability, it isimperative to be self-reliant.

Imagine if we were not self-reliant, could
we have executed Operation Sindoor with
such swiftness? We would have been plagued
by worries over who might supply us,
whether or not we would get the required
equipment, and so on. The results we see to-
day are the outcome of our consistent mission
over the past 10 years towards self-reliance in
the field of defence.

None can deny that the 21st century is a
technology-driven century. When we speak of
various dimensions of technology, I wish to
drawyour attention to semiconductors.Idonot
stand here to criticise any person or govern-
ment. But it is equally important for the youth
of our country to know. In our country; files re-
lated to semiconductors started moving 50-60
years ago. The idea of a semiconductor factory
began then. My young friends will be shocked
to know that today, semiconductors have be-
come a global force — but 50-60 years ago, the
ideawas stalled, delayed and shelved. The con-
ception of semiconductors was aborted. We
lost 50-60 years. Today, we have freed ourselves
from that burden and advanced the work on
semiconductors in mission mode. Six different
semiconductor units are taking shape on the
ground, and we have already given the green
signal to four new units.

We all know that we are dependent on
many countries for petrol, diesel, and gas. We
are spending lakhs of crores of rupees to pro-
cure them. It is essential to make the country
self-reliantin energy. We took up this resolve,
and in the last 11 years, solar energy has seen
a thirty-fold increase. We are building new
dams to expand hydropower so that we may
obtain clean energy. With Mission Green
Hydrogen, Bharat is today investing thousands
of crores of rupees. In the field of nuclear en-
ergy, 10 new reactors are progressing rapidly.
By 2047, when the nation will complete 100
years of independence — the year we have set
as the target for achieving the goal of a Viksit
Bharat — we are moving forward with the re-
solve to increase our nuclear energy capacity
more than tenfold.

Today, the National Manufacturing
Missionis progressing at great speed. Thereis
always some tool or component that comes
from our country’s MSMEs in the making of
some of the biggest products globally. But we
want to move towards a path of comprehen-
sive and integrated development. That is why
we must strengthen their capabilities. I had
once said from the Red Fort — Zero Defect,
Zero Effect. Today, | want to reiterate thatif we
want the world to recognise our strength in
the global market, we must constantly scale
new heights in quality. The world accepts
quality. Our quality must be the best.

Those who lived by the mantra of an in-
dependent Bharat gave us freedom. That gen-
eration dedicated itself to a free Bharat; this
generation must take bold new steps for a
prosperous Bharat. That is why [ keep urging
againand again,and I want to tell all the influ-
encers of the country — help me in spreading
this mantra. I appeal to all political parties,
politicians, everyone: Come, this is not the
agenda of any one political party. Bharat be-
longs to all of us. Together, let us make “Vocal
for Local” the mantra of every citizen’s life.

Iwant to appeal to every small trader and
shopkeeper, you too have a responsibility. In
our childhood, we used to see shops simply
labelled as “Ghee Shop,” but over time, peo-
ple began writing “Pure Ghee Shop”. In the
same way, I want traders and shopkeepers
across the country to put up boards saying;:
“Swadeshi goods sold here”. Let us take pride
in Swadeshi. We should use it not out of com-
pulsion, but with strength, for our own
strength and if needed, even to compel oth-
ers to use it. That should be our power. This

FOR THE
RECORD

Those who lived by the
mantra of an independent
Bharat gave us freedom. That
generation dedicated itself to a
free Bharat; this generation
must take bold new steps for a
prosperous Bharat. That is
why I keep urging again and
again, and I want to tell all the
influencers of the country —
help me in spreading this
mantra. I appeal to all political
parties, politicians, everyone:
Come, this is not the agenda
of any one political party.
Bharat belongs to all of us.

CR Sasikumar

should be our guiding mantra.

This nation is built by the toil of crores of
people — by sages, saints, scientists, teachers,
farmers, soldiers, workers, labourers.
Contributions come from individuals and
frominstitutions alike. Today, with great pride,
[ wish to mention one such institution. One
hundred years ago, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh was founded. These 100
years of service to the nation constitute a
proud and golden chapter. With the resolve of
nation-building through character-building,
with the aim of serving Maa Bharati, the
swayamsevaks have, for a century, dedicated
their lives to the welfare of the motherland. In
asense, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh is
the world’s largest NGO. Today, from the ram-
parts of the Red Fort, I salute all the swayam-
sevaks who have contributed to this century-
long journey of national service. The nation
takes pride in this grand and dedicated jour-
ney of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,
which will continue to inspire us.

[ wish to warn the nation of a grave con-
cernand challenge. As part of a deliberate con-
spiracy, the demography of the country is be-
ing altered. These infiltrators are snatching
away the livelihoods of our youth. These infil-
trators are targeting our sisters and daughters.
These infiltrators are misleading innocent trib-
als and seizing their lands. When demo-
graphic change occurs, particularly in border
areas, it creates a crisis for national security. It
threatens the unity, integrity, and progress of
the country. Our forefathers attained freedom
through sacrifice. It is our duty towards those
great souls that we do not accept such acts.
Therefore, today I announce that we have de-
cided to launch a High-Power Demography
Mission. Through this mission, the severe cri-
sis will be addressed in a deliberate and
time-bound manner.

We have to remember — the one who has
toiled hard, the one who has toiled hard, is
the one who has created history. The one
who has worked hard, is the one who has
created history. The one who has broken the
steel rocks, is the one who has bent the time.
This is the time to bend the time, this is the
right time.

Once again, I extend my best wishes to all
of you on this great festival of Independence.

The writer is Prime Minister of India.
Edited excerpts of the English translation of his
address to the nation on August 15

The vision of a nation

Freedom struggle was not merely about self-rule, but our own way of rule

BY RAM MADHAV

INDEPENDENCE DAY IS one of India’s most cel-
ebrated festivals. The day of deliverance from
British rule, 79 years ago, continues to inspire
every citizen. The Tiranga — Tricolour — our
national flag, symbolising the spirit of the free-
dom struggle as well as the grand vision the
fathers of that movement had for the free na-
tion, is hoisted across the country. It can be seen
onrooftops, vehicles, street corners and in the
hands of millions of citizens. It carries a re-
minder: Patriotism is a core sentiment that
lives in the hearts of all Indians.

The Tricolour has a fascinating history. One
theory is that the design accepted by the
Constituent Assembly was prepared by Suraiya
Badruddin Tyabji, wife of an ICS officer serv-
ing in the secretariat of the Constituent
Assembly. Hansa Mehta, a leading woman
member of the Assembly and educator from
Gujarat, proposed that the national flag should
officially be handed over by the women mem-
bers. Thus, as the country became independ-
ent on the intervening night of August 14-15,
1947, Mehta, along with 72 other women,
walked up to the podium in the Central Hall of
Parliament and handed over the national flag
to Rajendra Prasad, President of the
Constituent Assembly.

The first public flag hoisting ceremony
was a hurried affair. Not many people know
that the practice of India’s prime ministers
hoisting the national flag on the ramparts of
the Lal Qila began a day after August 15. As

Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister,
and others were busy with official formali-
ties, the first hoisting of our national flag was
done at Parliament House at 10:30 am on
August 15.The Union Jack, the British flag, was
lowered, and the Indian Tricolour rose for the
first time on the soil of Independent India.
Later that afternoon, a function was held near
India Gate, where the public hoisting of the
national flag took place. People were out in
huge numbers and high spirits — the outgo-
ing British Viceroy Lord Mountbatten’s car-
riage couldn’t even reach the podium.

The practice of hoisting the Tricolour and
holding an official Independence Day cere-
mony at the Red Fort began on August 16,
1947. Nehru delivered the first address that
morning, a tradition that continues to this day
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi deliver-
ing his 12th address on the 79th
Independence Day this year.

For the leaders of the struggle against the
British, India’s Independence was not merely
a change of the skin colour of the rulers. They
wanted freedom from the British and from all
that they brought and imposed on us. It was
not merely swargqj (self-rule) that was the vi-
sion, but swatantrata — our own way of rule.

Mahatma Gandhi wanted Independent
India to be a Ram Rajya, which was the “true
democracy” for him. Writing in Young India in
1929, he explained: “By Ram Rajya I do not
mean Hindu Raj.Imean Ram Raj, the kingdom

of God...Iacknowledge no other God than the
one God of Truth and righteousness. Whether
Ram of my imagination ever lived on this earth,
the ancient ideal of the Ramayana is undoubt-
edly one of true democracy in which the
meanest citizen could be sure of swift justice
without an elaborate and costly procedure.”

Rabindranath Tagore’s ‘Where the Mind is
Without Fear' is a well-known poemin which
he dreamt of waking up Bharat into “that
heaven of freedom” in which the world “has
not been broken up into fragments by narrow
domestic walls” and where “the clear stream
of reason has not lost its way”. Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel exhorted his countrymen to
“take to the path of dharma... of truthand jus-
tice. Remain united. By common endeavour
we canraise the country to new greatness.”

Rishi Aurobindo, whose birth date was
August 15, refused to accept this as a “fortu-
itous accident”, but as the “sanction of the
Divine Force”. He insisted that all the world
movements which he hoped to see fulfilled
in his lifetime were arriving at fruition and
“free India may well play a large part and take
aleading position” in achieving that. For them
and many others, freedom did not end with
the end of British slavery. Instead, it was the
starting point of a nation, with its innate vital-
ity rising to play a crucial role in shaping the
future of mankind. Aurobindo called it the
“destiny” of our country.

Even Nehru, in his famous “tryst with des-

tiny” address, asked a very pertinent ques-
tion: “At the dawn of history, India started on
her unending quest, and trackless centuries
are filled with her striving and grandeur of
her success and failures. Through good and
ill fortune alike, she has never lost sight of that
quest, forgotten the ideals which gave her
strength. Are we brave enough and wise
enough to grasp this opportunity and accept
the challenge of the future?”

But sadly, he himself gave up on those
ideals. We as an independent nation decided
not to bother much about all those visions and
dreams of our masters. While Gandhi was in-
stalled outside the Parliament building, the in-
side was dominated by Nehruvian eurocen-
trism. Instead of Gandhi and Aurobindo’s idea
of a “resurgent nation”, we got Nehru’s ambi-
tion of a “nation in the making”.

Not that we have not done well. The model
we crafted after Independence did serve the
country well in the last seven decades. But in
the end, it remained the proverbial “square peg
inaround hole”. Adecade of Modi has seen ef-
forts at building Atmanirbhar Bharat — a self-
confident, self-respecting and self-made
Bharat, true self-rule.

Elephants do notdo about-turns. They take
their time to turn around. So, too, is our coun-
try, slowly but surely.

The writer, president, India Foundation, is
with the BJP. Views are personal
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The assassination of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, along with
most of his family members, on August 15, 1975 is a dark chapter in

Bangladesh’s history.”

— THE DAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

What the PM

didn

t say

On Independence Day, Prime Minister’s address
failed to rise to the occasion, frame issues
beyond partisan political posturing

SACHIN P1LOT

THE 79TH INDEPENDENCE Day is a mo-
ment of great pride for every Indian. Our
great nation has demonstrated how, despite
tremendous socioeconomic challenges, a
country as large as India can move from a
democratic experiment to amodel democ-
racy. The day commemorates the unprece-
dented collective effort of every Indian to
gain independence from colonial rule. The
independence movement was not driven
by a person, an ideology, or a single organ-
isation. It encompassed the efforts of hun-
dreds of thousands of patriots who cut
across religious, caste, regional, and politi-
cal lines — a unity in diversity — which till
date remains our greatest strength.

However, the Prime Minister’s address
on August 15 failed to underscore or reiter-
ate this spirit, and the speech came across
like another partisan address. The BJP’s at-
tempt to discredit previous Prime Ministers
and other political parties who have served
the country reared its head again when the
Prime Minister incorrectly referred toalack
of technological progress in previous gov-
ernments. This narrative conveniently for-
gets the immense contributions of
Jawaharlal Nehruin establishing ISRO, lIMs,
[ITs, AlIMS, HAL, DRDO, and Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre. Indira Gandhi continued
those endeavours — she facilitated the mis-
sion to send India’s first citizen to orbit in
space (Squadron Leader Rakesh Sharma),
ordered underground nuclear tests,and had
the foresight to initiate a national mission
on seabed mining. Rajiv Gandhi was instru-
mental in bringing about the telecomand IT
revolution, making long distance commu-
nication a reality for every Indian.
Manmohan Singh’s government launched
the ambitious project to connect more than
2.5 lakh gram panchayats through broad-
band by laying optical fibre throughout the
length and breadth of the country, system-
atically strengthening the foundation for a
truly digital India. These are massive mile-
stones in India’s technological journey; dis-
counting and underplaying the contribu-
tions of previous leaders of the nation is a
disservice to the country’s history.

The government appears to seek credit
for India becoming the fourth largest econ-
omy in the world in the last few years. But
there is more to this macro-economic data.
What the claim misses entirely is an analy-
sis of the “average”. From a per-person per-
spective, India as a country of about 140
crore people, still remains in the list of lower
middle income countries with a per-capita
GDP of $2,711. For comparison, the per
capita GDP of Sri Lanka is $4,325, and
Bhutanis $3,913. We have overtaken Japan’s
GDP and are now eyeing Germany’s GDPin
order to become the third largest economy.
But it is important to note that both these
countries have a population of approxi-
mately 12 crore and 8 crore, respectively.
Thatis roughly the size of two states in India.
Japan’s per capita GDPis about $33,767 and
Germany’s is $54,343.India’s closest coun-

try in terms of population is China with a
per capita GDP of $12,614. A true measure of
India’s economic success must be tested on
the per-person data point. It is the surest in-
dicator to assess whether we are punching
above our weight or not.

The BJP has also been incessantly try-
ing to draw political mileage from
Operation Sindoor. Today’s address by the
PM was no different. Importantly, this was
another instance where the issue of
whether the claim by the President of the
United States that he ensured a ceasefire
between India and Pakistan is true, was
completely ducked. The US President con-
tinues to claim credit for the ceasefire and
so far, the PM has not denied Trump’s role
publicly. This is a serious departure from
India’s time-tested stand that resolving is-
sues between India and Pakistan is a bilat-
eral matter and no foreign interference
shall be permitted. The other aspect of the
Pahalgam terrorist attacks and Operation
Sindoor that remains unanswered is ac-
countability. The security lapse exposed a
failure of the government's intelligence and
security machinery. This failure is com-
pounded by the lack of meaningful inter-
national support in unequivocally castigat-
ing Pakistan as a state sponsor of terrorism.

The Prime Minister spoke of “pichhde
ko praathmikta” (priority to the backward)
but has allowed an environment of fear to
fester where backward communities re-
main concerned about their existing con-
stitutional protections and guarantees.
This legitimate fear was reinforced during
the recent Lok Sabha elections where BJP
campaigned on its aim to secure 400 seats
— a brute majority which might have al-
lowed sweeping constitutional amend-
ments. It is therefore no surprise that the
people of India have reduced them to rely-
ing on a delicately strung coalition govern-
ment at the centre. Despite their electoral
drubbing, the BJP has systematically at-
tacked the rights of SCs, STs, and OBCs, for
example by drastically reducing their
scholarships, and delaying appointments
in university posts to candidates from
backward communities. According to the
government’s own figures, 83 per cent of
professor-level posts reserved for STs, 80
per cent for OBCs, and 64 per cent for SCs
are unfilled in central universities.

There is a lack of balanced regional
growth in the country with several states se-
verely lagging. The BJP government has also
caused an unhealthy amount of strain in
Centre-state relations by creating budget al-
locations ridden with political biases and
manipulating government levies to deny
economic benefits to states. If the govern-
ment truly wants to secure the rightsand in-
terests of the backward communities and
regions, it must move beyond rhetoric and
politics to do real work on the ground.

Independence Day is a day to revere our
motherland and the generations who came
before us who gave their lives to provide us
this precious freedom. It is a day to recom-
mit ourselves to the ongoing cause of na-
tion building and remember that strength-
ening the country is our highest duty, our
moral calling. Let us hope that the govern-
ment imbibes that spirit and works to-
wards a more united, a more developed,
and a more progressive India.

The writer is the MLA from Tonk and
AICC general secretary in charge
of Chhattisgarh

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LLACK OF LEVERAGE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Strategic
patience’ (IE, August 15). Since World
War II, the US has used India and
Pakistan as instruments in its broader
strategic calculus. Now, aware of China’s
economic clout, the US is cosying up to
Pakistan to ease friction with Beijing. It
is giving up its tariff offensive on China
even asitdoublesit for India and invites
Pakistan’s army chief to a White House
lunch. We must be patient and find our
own niche strength to be in the reckon-
ing. Trade fights will pass.

R Naryanan, Navi Mumbai

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Strategic
patience’ (IE, August 15). Washington
avoids targeting Beijing because of
China’s leverage over critical materials
that are vital for US defence and technol-
ogy. The US imposed additional tariffs on
India for actions that several other coun-
tries are taking, including China. India
must now ponder its response to
President Donald Trump’s harsh actions.
This mini-crisis must be used to acceler-
ate the progress on various reforms.

S SPaul, Nadia

HUMANE ORDER
THIS REFERS TO the article ‘SC order on

stray dogs is humane’ (IE, August 15).
The Supreme Court’s order to remove
stray dogs from the streets and shift
them to shelters is a humane and
much-needed step. The increasing
number of dog attacks cannot be ig-
nored. Street safety is a basic right, and
asociety that fails to protectits citizens
cannot call itself compassionate. It is
time to set priorities straight: Human
safety and dignity must come first,
even as we ensure humane treatment
for animals.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

WOMEN’S SACRIFICES

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Between
erasure and identity’ (IE, August 15). The
writer’s attempt to find positivity in her
struggle and calling it “self-discovery”
is in many ways a reflection of the re-
silience and adaptability women de-
velop in the face of societal constraints.
It underscores the tragedy of having to
normalise such losses. In a society
where women'’s sacrifices are priori-
tised over their growth, women will
continue to be forced into positions
where they have to “find the good” in
losing their professional and social
identities. This needs to be addressed
through societal change.

Vani Gautam, Chandigarh
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Civil and criminal cases: what they are, how they ditfer

VINEET BHALLA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 15

IN THE last two weeks, the Supreme Court
has twice intervened in cases in which High
Courts allowed criminal proceedings to con-
tinue in what were essentially civil disputes.
On Wednesday, a Bench of Justices ] B
Pardiwala and R Mahadevan set aside a
Rajasthan HC order that had denied pre-ar-
rest bail to a couple in a case involving an un-
paid sum for a plywood consignment. “There
is no question of criminal breach of trust once
thereis a sale transaction. This is a settled po-
sition of law,” Justice Pardiwala had said.
On August 4, the same Bench stripped a
judge of the Allahabad HC of his criminal ros-
ter for allowing criminal proceedings in a
case of an unpaid business transaction. The
apex court had called the HC's reasoning
“shocking” and a “mockery of justice”. After

the Chief Justice of India intervened, the
Bench on August 8 recalled its directive that
the Allahabad HC judge should never be as-
signed a criminal case.

Civil & criminal law

Civil and criminal law differ in terms of
their purpose, parties involved, and procedure.

Civil law is designed to resolve disputes
between private individuals or organisations.
Civil cases, known as suits, typically involve
disagreements over rights and duties of the
parties to the case towards each other. The
goal is not to punish but to provide a remedy,
usually in the form of monetary compensa-
tion (called damages) or a specific action or-
dered by the court to a party to do or not to
do something (called an injunction).

Examples of civil cases include property
disputes, contract breaches, family law mat-
ters like divorce and child custody, and cases
for recovery of money. In a civil suit, the per-

son who files the case is called the plaintiff,
and the person against whom it is filed is
the defendant.

Criminal law deals with acts that are con-
sidered offences against the state or society
as a whole. The objective is to punish the of-
fender and deter others from committing
similar crimes. The state, rep-
resented by a prosecutor, initi-
ates criminal proceedings
against the accused. If found

LAW

criminal case, the prosecution has the much
higher burden of proving the guilt of the ac-
cused “beyond a reasonable doubt”. This
higher standard reflects the serious conse-
quences of criminal conviction, which canin-
volve the loss of liberty.

Some actions can give rise to both civil
and criminal proceedings. For
instance, in the two aforemen-
tioned cases before the SC, it
was alleged that both a breach

guilty, the accused can face
penalties ranging from fines to imprison-
ment and even death. Offences like theft,
cheating, assault, and murder fall under
criminal law.

Akey distinction between civil and crim-
inal cases is with regard to the burden of
proof. In a civil case, the plaintiff must prove
their case on a “preponderance of probabili-
ties”, meaning their version of events is more
likely to be true than the defendant’s. In a

of contract, which is a civil
wrong, and cheating and breach of trust, both
criminal offences, had occurred.

Length of proceedings

A common perception — one that was
noted by the Allahabad HC judge in his later-
overruled order —is that civil proceedings are
more time-consuming than criminal trials.
Prima facie, data from the National Judicial
Data Grid (NJDG) for district courts across

India support this notion. As of August 14,
2025, 70.17% of criminal trials were disposed
of within a year, while only 37.91% of civil suits
were resolved in the same timeframe.

The nature of both kinds of cases has a
role to play in civil cases taking longer, ac-
cording to Surya Prakash B S, program direc-
tor at DAKSH, a think tank focused on law
and justice system reforms.

“In criminal cases, there is life and liberty
involved,” he told The Indian Express, suggest-
ing a greater sense of urgency. In contrast, “in
civil matters, parties may drag proceedings in
the hope of arriving at an out-of-court set-
tlement”. However, Prakash cautioned
against drawing simple conclusions from
such data.

Shreya Tripathy, a senior resident fellow
at thelegal policy think tank Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy pointed out the difficulty in
tracking cases through the system. “A case
which might show as disposed for a district

court could very well end up being appealed
against in the High Court, where it will be
shown as a separate, pending case,” she told
The Indian Express. This makes it hard to de-
termine the total time taken from filing to fi-
nal resolution, she said.

Data from the NJDG also show variations
depending on the specific type of case. For
instance, while civil suits take an average of
491 years for disposal, execution petitions,
filed to enforce a court order in a civil case,
take about 3.97 years to conclude.

Bail applications in criminal cases are de-
cided in about 6.12 months on average.
However, criminal sessions court cases in-
volving allegations of serious criminal of-
fences take an average of 4.65 years, whichis
comparable to the time taken for civil suits.

Magisterial criminal cases, involving
lighter criminal offence punishable by not
more than three years’ imprisonment, last
2.45 years on average.
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ain and flash floods in J&K

550 people have been killed in 2,800 extreme weather events in J&K from 2010-22. Disasters like the flash
flood in Kishtwar have been driven by rising temperatures, changes in the nature of western disturbances
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AMETROPOLITAN CORPORATION FOR
NOIDA:WHY SCSUGGESTED CHANGE

The Parthala flyover in Noida. Gajendra Yadav

DEVANSHMITTAL
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 15

THE SUPREME COURT on Wednesday
asked the Uttar Pradesh government to
consider converting the New Okhla
Industrial Development Authority
(NOIDA), which governs the city that was
named after the acronym, into a metro-
politan corporation. The move could make
administration more citizen-centric, with
Noida currently the only major Indian city
to not have an elected local government.
The court was hearing the bail pleas of
two Noida Authority officials accused of
allowing excess compensation payouts.

Noida’s origins

The Noida Authority was constituted
in 1976 under the Uttar Pradesh Industrial
Area Development Act, 1976, as anindus-
trial township. This was created during
the Emergency when Sanjay Gandhi, son
of then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,
wanted to move industries out of Delhi.

The Authority comes under the
purview of the UP Infrastructure &
Industrial Development Department. Its
day-to-day activities are run by an ap-
pointed IAS officer in his role as Chief
Executive Officer. It covers 81 revenue vil-
lages and about 20,316 hectares of land.

A unique set-up

Noida does not have a separate mu-
nicipal body that performs daily civic
functions like dealing with garbage, street
lighting, sewerage, and public health. Itis
an anomaly in that the development au-
thority, whichis supposed to be responsi-
ble for the acquisition of land, planned de-
velopment, and infrastructure creation, is
also undertaking civic functions.

Forinstance, in Delhi, these services are
provided by the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) and in Mumbai by
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC), whereas Delhi Development

Authority (DDA) and Mumbai
Metropolitan Region Development
Authority (MMRDA) respectively are re-
sponsible for planned development.

Need for local governance

Municipalities are to be elected directly
by the people and are the third tier of gov-
ernance in urban areas (similar to
Panchayatsin rural areas), after the Union
and state governments. They are supposed
tolook after public health, waste manage-
ment, sanitation, provide urban facilities
and amenities like parks, street lighting,
and parking lots, among other functions.

The Constitution (74th Amendment)
Act, 1992, recognised three types of ur-
banlocal bodies or municipalities: Nagar
Palikas for areas transitioning from rural
to urban, municipal councils for smaller
urban areas, and municipal corporations
for larger urban areas.

Ametropolitan area was defined in the
Actasanarea having a population of above
10 lakh, which Noida breached in 2010.

The advantages

Proponents argue that having a self-
governing local body leads to more effec-
tive, responsive, transparent, and account-
able governance, as opposed to having an
appointed bureaucrat in charge.

Not having a municipality has a huge
negative impact on the area, according to
Srikant Vishwanathan, CEO of Janaagraha,
an organisation that works on urban gov-
ernance. “An elected municipality is the
bridge between people’s aspirations and
the government’s priorities and policies,
especially for the urban poor,” he says.

In 2017, then District Magistrate BN
Singh of Gautam Buddha Nagar (of which
Noida is part) had recommended with-
drawing municipal functions from the
Authority and the formation of a separate
municipal corporation.

However, the Noida and Greater
Noida bodies concluded later that year
that they did not need municipal bodies.

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 15

AT LEAST 65 people have been killed after tor-
rential rain triggered a flash flood at a remote
village in Jammu & Kashmir’s Kishtwar dis-
trict on Thursday. The incident took place at
Chasoti, the last motorable village on the way
to the Machail Mata temple. More than 50
people are missing.

While experts hesitate to attribute a sin-
gle extreme weather event solely to climate
change, they point out that flash floods and
wildfires are becoming more frequent and
intense due to the global rise in temperatures
and changes in weather patterns.

In J&K as elsewhere, the incidence of ex-
treme weather events has increased with ris-
ing average temperatures, leading to the
deaths of thousands of people in recent years.

Extreme weather events in J&K

Between 2010 and 2022, J&K witnessed
2,863 extreme weather events in which 552
deaths were reported, according to a 2024
study, ‘Extreme weather events induced
mortalities in Jammu and Kashmir, India
during 2010-2022’, published in Mausam,
the quarterly journal of the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).

The analysis was carried out by IMD scien-
tists Mukhtar Ahmed, Sonam Lotus, Farooq
Ahmad Bhat, Amir Hassan Kichloo, and
Shivinder Singh, with Bappa Das, aresearcher
at the Indian Council of Agricultural Research.

During these 12 years, thunderstorms —
characterised by strong winds accompanied
by lightning and sometimes precipitation —
and heavy rain occurred frequently.

While there were 1,942 instances of
thunderstorms, heavy rain — defined as an
incident in which a weather station receives
64.5-115.5 mm of rain in 24 hours — took
place 409 times, the study said.

Other frequent extreme weather events
included flash floods (triggered by intense
rainfall over a very short duration) and land-
slides, which occurred 168 and 186 times
respectively.

While there were just 42 instances of
heavy snow (when a station receives more
than 30 cm of snowfall in 24 hours) during
this period, they killed 182 people, the heav-
iest toll extracted by any extreme weather
event. The number of deaths due to flash
floods, heavy rain, and landslides were 119,
111, and 71 respectively.

The analysis also showed that the largest

THEIMPACT OF EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS
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number of deaths due to flash floods occurred
in Kishtwar (where Thursday’s disaster oc-
curred), Anantnag, Ganderbal, and Doda.
The study noted that “for the union terri-
tory as a whole, heavy rain and heavy snow
have been two major disasters causing mor-
tality, though flash floods, thunderstorms
and windstorms are gaining importance”.

The reasons for this situation

Although several factors contribute to the
occurrence of extreme weather events in
J&K, the three significant drivers behind

Source: IMD’s Mausam journal

these events are rising temperatures, the
changing pattern of Western Disturbances,
and the region’s topography.

RISING TEMPERATURES: J&K is located
in the western Himalayas, a region that has
experienced a two-fold increase in temper-
ature compared to the Indian subcontinent
as a whole post-2000 (‘Delving into Recent
Changes in Precipitation Patterns over the
Western Himalayas in a Global Warming
Era’, Global Warming — A Concerning
Component of Climate Change, 2023).

Due to this, the western Himalayas have

witnessed increased mean and extreme pre-
cipitation. This is because warmer temper-
atures allow the atmosphere to hold more
water vapour — for every 1-degree-Celsius
rise in average temperature, the atmosphere
can hold about 7% more moisture, This leads
to an increase in precipitation intensity, du-
ration, and/or frequency, which ultimately
causes severe flooding,.

Also, increased temperatures have
shrunk glaciers in the region, resulting in an
increase in the number of glacial lakes. Their
water, when released, can cause major flood-
ing in downstream areas.

Mahesh Palawat, who works with Skymet
Weather Services, told Climate Trends, a
Delhi-based climate research organisation,
on Friday, “Since these lakes are not centuries
old, the glacial lake edges are very unstable
and prone to erosion, melting, and sudden
failures. Whenever there is a spell of heavy
rain, water tends to overflow and bring down
slush and unconsolidated sediment, causing
more damage downstream.”

CHANGING NATURE OF WESTERN
DISTURBANCES: Experts suggest that J&K
could be witnessing more flash floods and rain
due to global warming-induced changes in
the nature of western disturbances. These are
east-moving rain-bearing wind systems that
originate beyond Afghanistan and Iran, and
pick up moisture from the Mediterranean Sea,
Black Sea, Caspian Sea and Arabian Sea.

While western disturbances are most
common during the boreal winter months
(December to March), they have now begun
to impact weather outside the winter sea-
son. This has increased the risk of floods and
heavy rain in India’s Himalayan states.

In May, Dr K ] Ramesh, a former director
general of meteorology at IMD, said: “Global
warming has led to rapid warming of the
Arabian Sea, which then emits more mois-
ture northwards... When the amplitude of
western disturbances extends up to the
North Arabian Sea, more moisture is fed into
the system, resulting in intense weather ac-
tivity over the hills.”

TOPOGRAPHY: J&Ks hilly terrain makes
itmore vulnerable to extrerne weather events.

Sachchida Nand Tripathi, dean of Kotak
School of Sustainability at [IT-Kanpur, told
Climate Trends, “Topographically, the
Himalayas comprise a series of diverse hill
ranges that have a profound effect on
weather patterns. One major factor is oro-
graphic rainfall — when moist air is forced to
rise over the mountains, cooling and con-
densing into heavy precipitation.”

Business of films: Why Aamir Khan took Sitaare Zameen Par to YouTube

SONALGUPTA
MUMBAI, AUGUST 15

ACTOR-FILMMAKER Aamir Khan this month
released his Sitaare Zameen Par on the Google-
owned video-sharing platform YouTube,
rather than an over-the-top (OTT) platform
such as Netflix or Amazon Prime Video, after
the film had completed its theatrical run.

The film, in the genre of comedy-drama
known as ‘dramedy’, earned Rs 216 crore at
the box office worldwide. Since August 1, it
has been available for rent on YouTube for
Rs 100 (and for half that price from August
15-17). What s the business logic for Aamir
Khan’s decision?

Rise, fall of ‘direct-to-OTT’

In June 2020, with theatres shut due to
the pandemic, filmmaker Shooyjit Sircar pre-
miered his Gulabo Sitabo on Prime — the
first time that a mainstream Hindi film had
bypassed theatrical release to head straight
to OTT.

Theatre owners were upset: multiplex
giant PVRINOX said Sircar had “vitiated the
atmosphere of mutual partnership” be-

tween theatres and filmmakers. But amid
the Covid-19 lockdown, direct-to-OTT was
a fait accompli of sorts.

Prime announced plans for six more
digital-only premieres of Malayalam, Tamil,
and Kannada films. In 2021, more than 100
films had opted for direct-to-OTT releases.

But this Covid-era momentum faded
quickly. In 2024, only 60 films were re-
leased directly on digital platforms — a
more-than-42% decline compared to 2022,
according to a report by the trade associa-
tion FICCI and multinational accounting
firm EY published this year.

Direct-to-OTT films have not done par-
ticularly well either. Between January and
June this year, 30 films in multiple lan-
guages were released on OTT platforms, of
which only five ranked among the 50 most-
watched streaming originals, Ormax Media,
a Mumbai-based research firm, reported.

Towards multiple channels

The number of films being released in
theatres first and subsequently on OTT has
steadily increased — doubling from 217 in
2022 to0 440 in 2024, according to FICCI-EY
reports of 2024 and 2025. Filmmakers are

confronted with two broad realities:

M Footfall in theatres has recovered from
pandemic-driven lows, but has been declin-
ing generally — having fallen from 994 mil-
lionin 2022 to 857 million in 2024, accord-
ing to the 2025 FICCI-EY report.

This hasbeen attributed to the narrowing
theatre-to-OTT window: the
availability of films on OTT
platforms soon after their the-
atrical release is believed to
depress theatre footfall. But

ECONOMICS

tively adds another distribution channel for
films. “We need a ‘pay-per-view’ (PPV) win-
dow between theatrical and OTT, and that’s
what I am pushing to create,” he told
Matthew Beloni on the podcast The Town.

In the PPV model, viewers essentially
pay only for what they want to watch, not
for a subscription.

“Once the theatrical run
is exhausted, that’s when |
want to come on pay-per-
view, and that’s a window

this allows the OTT platforms
to benefit from the theatre-marketing buzz.

M The FICCI-EY report noted that “cost
pressures” led to subdued digital releases in
2024. With OTT platforms now focused on
profitability, ‘tentpole’ films — big-budget
productions that are expected to perform
well — and small-budget ones were in de-
mand, but mid-sized films had few takers.

In some cases, it was “understood that
theatrical performance was required to
market the film for OTT platforms as well”,
the FICCI-EY report said.

‘Pay-per-view’ model
Aamir’s decision to go to YouTube effec-

[for the theatrical run] that
can be flexible. It should certainly not be be-
low six weeks. And then, you should give
pay-per-view a good three months, and
then the film can come on OTT. That’s the
ideal window,” Aamir said.

According to Aamir, the “bulk of India
does not subscribe to OTT platforms”, and
YouTube potentially has greater reach, in-
cluding globally. He also suggested that
YouTube could offer a more favourable deal
than the traditional 50-50 split between the
production house and theatres, and that the
PPV model could open a path for younger
filmmakers and smaller-budget films that
do not get distribution in theatres.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Promise of YouTube

In 2024, only 30% of all films were re-
leased on OTTs (including digital-first and
theatre-first), according to the FICCI-EY re-
port. As such, there are a large number of
unsold films that could find audiences on
AVOD (advertising-based video-on-de-
mand) and TVOD (transactional video-on-
demand) platforms such as YouTube.

AVOD allows free access to videos, but
with advertisements. TVOD, which is the
same as PPV, allows viewers to pay a one-
time rent for a specific piece of content.

The FICCI-EY report points out that
TVOD releases (parallel to or shortly after
theatre runs) would get audiences in re-
gions with limited theatre access. Also,aRs
100 rent fee is less than the average ticket
price of Rs 139 (in 2024).

Several factors work in favour of YouTube
as the platform of choice for filmmakers.

M YouTube accounted for 92% of all on-
line video consumption in 2024;

M It has the highest penetration in India
among social media platforms, according
to a 2024 report by Comscore, a media an-
alytics company;

M Itis popular across generations — 91%

of Gen Z and more than 80% of millennials
and Gen X were on YouTube;

M While the majority of YouTube con-
sumption is on mobile phones, it also has
anexpanding CTV (connected TV) base: be-
tween March 2023 and March 2024, it was
the most-watched streaming service on
Indian CTV.

There is not much publicly available data
on YouTube’s TVOD offerings.

In 2024, TVOD revenues were more than
Rs 13 billion in India, lagging behind SVOD
(subscription video on demand) revenue
from services like Netflix or JioHotstar, which
charge an annual or monthly subscription
fee for access to a large volume of content.

According to a report by accounting firm
Pw(C, SVOD accounted for 75% of OTT rev-
enue in Indiain 2023, while TVOD and AVOD
accounted for 5% and 20% respectively.

However, the FICCI-EY report said TVOD
is expected to scale amid rising OTT sub-
scription costs and CTV penetration.
Smaller OTT platforms may opt for TVOD
models, with films that were previously un-
sold, and more major players may start of-
fering a mix of SVOD and TVOD, following
in the footsteps of Prime and Apple TV.
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Compounding Crisis:

Delhi’s Stray Dog Dilemma

With the SC order to sweep strays away into shelters, the
capital stands at a moral crossroads, torn between the

cry for safety and the call of compassion

At its heart, this is a man-versus-animal conflict - but of a
different kind. The homeless stray dogs in the capital are
making headlines for the wrong reasons. They are being

portrayed as a menace on the streets, accused of endangering
the lives of Delhiites, and therefore deemed fit to be removed

from the streets — the only home they have ever known.The

Supreme Court of India’s recent order to remove all stray dogs
from the streets of Delhi and the National Capital Region within

eight weeks has ignited an intense and emotional public
debate. The Supreme Court directive, issued on August 11,

2025, in a suo motu case, was prompted by a rise in dog bite

incidents and rabies cases.
While some hail the decision as a long-overdue step to

restore public safety, others see it as an inhumane measure that
disregards animal welfare laws and is not practical enough to
pursue. Delhi's stray dog population is estimated to be between

four and six lakh. In its ruling, the Supreme Court cited the

state’s constitutional duty to protect human life, emphasising
that the right to life under Article 21 cannot be compromised.

The bench noted that the safety of citizens must take

precedence over the unrestricted movement of stray dogs and

directed municipal bodies to capture and relocate them to
shelters, where they are to be housed and cared for. Public

reaction to the verdict has been sharply divided. Many residents

have welcomed the order.

At the same time, animal rights activists and welfare groups
have condemned the decision as both unfeasible and unjust, as
it is easier said than done due to the deplorable condition of

such shelters. They point out that Delhi's current shelter

infrastructure is nowhere near capable of accommodating such
a large number of animals, and that the Animal Birth Control

Rules, 2023, require stray dogs to be sterilised and then

returned to their original locations - a policy now set aside by

the Court's order. We have seen in the past, as in the case of
stray cows, that shelters often turn into torture chambers for

the

animals, leaving most of them miserable. The main reason is

that such facilities are generally poorly managed and severe

ly

overcrowded, bursting at the seams because their capacity falls

far short of the vast population of strays.

A sustainable solution will require more than court directives
or sporadic municipal drives. It demands a long-term strategy

that combines public safety with humane treatment. Mass
sterilisation and vaccination campaigns must be intensified,
targeting the majority of the stray population within a fixed
timeframe.

The city's shelter capacity has to be expanded, with
government bodies and NGOs working together to create
adoption programmes and train staff in proper animal care.

Public awareness efforts can help people understand safe ways
of coexisting with animals. The Supreme Court's order should

push the system into action and compel it to find a humane

solution to the stray problem in the capital. Let us ensure that
the cure does not turn out to be more deadly than the disease.

- e —— e b

Students at Chhatrasal Stadium, Delhi, proudly march with the national flag,
commemorating India’s 79th Independence Day with vibrant patriotism and
unity PANKAJ KUMAR
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SUPREME COURT BOOSTS VOTER
TRANSPARENCY, AADHAAR RIGHTS

Call it what you will, ‘a
procedural clarification’ or ‘a
victory for democracy’
depending on your political
affiliation, the Supreme Court’s
order to the Election
Commission to publish the
names of around 65 lakh voters
excluded from the electoral rolls
in Bihar and that too with
reasons for each and every
exclusion has struck a blow for
transparency.

Further, its order to consider
the objections filed with
Aadhaar leaves the Election
Commission with no option but
to accept it as a documentary
proof of voter eligibility.

The apex court could not
have made it clearer than it did.
In its words, Aadhaar is a
statutorily recognised
instrument of identity and
residence and it can be

Commission from being

and persuade it to act

Now that the Election
Commission is under the

being held accountable or

sanctity of elections.

Please send your letter to the letters@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

submitted as a document. The
observations made by the top
court in a stinging language
should dissuade the Election

inflexible and obstinate and
thinking that it can have its way
with the full backing of the
government, come what may

reasonably and honourably.
watchful eye of the Supreme
Court, it cannot go about with
the special intensive revision at

whim or without the thought of

trifling with people’s voting
rights and tampering with the

G DAVID MILTON | MARUTHANCODE

The Rise of Kim Yo Jong in North Korea

Kim Yo Jong's rise coincides with North Korea’s deepening military partnership with Russia, sharpened nuclear ambitions,
and a deliberate repositioning in the global order — moves that could redefine the strategic balance in Northeast Asia

NILANTHA
ILANGMAUWA

When the most powerful woman in North Korea
declared, with surgical clarity, that her nation
would not return to dialogue with South Korea
and would now only engage the United States on
the basis of recognition as a de facto nuclear
power, the geopolitical reverberations were pro-
found. On the surface, it was a defiant reaffirma-
tion of Pyongyang’s traditional posture.

But beneath the steel language lay a significant
ideological repositioning — not only in military
terms, but in the very architecture of power within
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.Kim Yo
Jong, long educated in Switzerland alongside her
brother, the current Supreme Leader Kim jong Un,
is no mere figurehead or ceremonial consort to
dynastic politics. Her emergence as the regime’s
primary spokesperson, strategist, and steward of
military-diplomatic doctrine marks the first time
in decades — if not ever — that such influence has
been wielded openly by a female figure in one of
the world’s most patriarchal societies. It is not just
her words that command attention, but the
authority with which they shape the DPRK’s vision
of itself and its place in a world increasingly carved
by new alliances and unconventional warfare.

I was recently reminded of her presence by
Teguh Santosa, an Indonesian journalist of deep
insight who has maintained longstanding ties with
Pyongyang. | met him some time ago in Beijing,
but spoke to him again this week. He recalled an
encounter that now reads as a historical prelude.
“I first saw her in April 2012,” he said, “during the
unveiling of their father Kim Jong II's statue in
Pyongyang. She seemed to play a vital role in
ensuring the ceremony ran smoothly.

She moved freely, managing every detail — from
organising the elite ranks on the platform of
honour to orchestrating the precise arrangement
of the military formations.” Indeed, her strategic
poise today reflects that early apprenticeship. Her
command over messaging is unmistakable,
whether she is warning Seoul of an “irreversible
rupture” or framing Washington’s overtures as
“only America’s wish”.

Crucially, these statements were issued unpro-
voked — not in reaction to sanctions or military
drills, but amid conciliatory gestures from South
Korea’s new administration.

The timing suggests not just retaliation, but
design, a pre-emptive framing of future diplomat-
ic parameters on Pyongyang’s own terms.What
makes this pivot all the more remarkable is that
it coincides with North Korea’s most accelerated
military evolution in decades. Recent intelli-
gence assessments, notably those compiled by
Ukraine’s HUR agency, paint a startling picture,
elite North Korean troops have fought alongside
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Russian forces in the Ukrainian theatre. Some
4,000 have reportedly been killed or wounded
— astaggering cost —yet in return, these forces
have acquired practical combat experience, tech-
nological integration, and strategic training in
the dynamics of modern war.

They have mastered drone deployment,
improved missile guidance systems, and
enhanced their ability to camouflage and
manoeuvre under aerial surveillance. Such
capabilities had once been theoretical or aspi-

THE rational for Pyongyang. Now, under the shadow

ofwar and forged in alliance with Moscow, they

IDEOLOGICAL are real and tested. Military analysts believe North
CORE OF THE Korea’s KN-23 ballistic missiles have reached a
REGIME new level of accuracy, drawing comparisons to
REMAINS Russia’s Iskander series — a troubling develop-
UNCHANGED: ment rf]or US and South Korean defen;:]e planners.
Perhaps even more unnerving is the prospect

SOVEREIGNTY, of deeper collaboration. Russia has reportedly
SECURITY, AND shared technological frameworks, including
SURVIVAL. YET those related to nuclear submarines and decoy
THE WAY IT systems for evadi?g r(;lli)ssils intercdeption.
Pyongyang, once isolated by choice and neces-

NAVIGATES ITS sity, now emerges as a silent partnerin a global
EXTERNAL triad: Russia, Iran, and North Korea — with China
RELATIONSHIPS always watching. But history must never be for-
HAS EVOLVED gotten amid these alignments. For beneath the
DRAMATICALLY surface of military calculus lies an untold story

The writer is a columnist
based in Colombo
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of betrayal and blood that still casts a shadow
on Northeast Asian strategy.

During the Korean War, while Chinese soldiers
perished by the hundreds of thousands on
Korean soil — many in bitter, frozen silence —
itwas Joseph Stalin who emerged victorious in
strategic terms. The Soviet Union, having sup-
plied the ideological oxygen and military blue-
prints for the North’s invasion of the South, deftly
avoided direct entanglement. One of the most
tragic episodes of that era unfolded at what is
now known as P’aro-ho Lake. Originally named
Dapeng Lake for its resemblance to a roc
spreading its wings, the reservoir became a site
of staggering carnage in May 1951. The 6th
Infantry Division of the South Korean Army, under
Brigadier General Jang Do-young, decimated the
Chinese People’s Volunteer Army’s 63rd Army.

In what South Korean sources describe as a
modern-day “Sasu Victory,” an estimated 20,000
Chinese soldiers were killed and over 2,600 cap-
tured. The bodies of the fallen were buried not
with ceremony but by machinery — pushed into
the lakebed to be consumed by water. The lake,
some claim, turned red. When Syngman Rhee
later visited the site, he renamed it “Porok” —a
symbol of defeating the so-called barbarians.This
trauma, while rarely acknowledged in Chinese
or North Korean discourse, has left a residual
legacy in the strategic calculus of both states. The
Chinese bled, and Stalin triumphed. It is a bitter
history — one that may explain why Pyongyang
today, under the stewardship of its most influ-
ential woman, turns not to Beijing, but to
Moscow, with an almost transactional clarity.
Russia gives what North Korea desires, weapons
technology, battlefield experience, and diplomat-
icrecognition — not lectures, not conditional aid.
The ideological core of the regime remains
unchanged: Sovereignty, security, and survival.
Yet the way it navigates its external relationships
has evolved dramatically.

The United States, still operating on the out-
dated assumption that denuclearisation can be
negotiated, may soon find itself playing catch-
up in a theatre it no longer understands.
Pyongyang does not seek dialogue; it seeks recog-
nition. Not as a rogue state, but as a legitimate
nuclear power with global alliances, economic
adaptability, and battlefield credentials.

And guiding much of this recalibrated world-
view is @ woman — discreet yet indomitable,
shaped by Western schooling yet fluent in the
dialectics of Juche ideology and realist geopol-
itics. Her rise marks a new era in North Korean
politics. Not a softening, but a sharpening. Not
liberalisation, but strategic modernisation. She
may not speak often, but when she does, the
world would do well to listen. The implications
are too significant to ignore. The bottom line,
History in this region moves slowly but when it
turns, it turns with thunder. The rise of the most
powerful woman in Pyongyang, Kim Yo Jong, if
sustained, is not merely potent, it is the signal
of that turning.

Becoming God’s Instrument

AJIT
KUMAR BISHNOI
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I follow this path because it carries benefits far beyond what
we can imagine. The very first requirement to please God
is to be dutiful. Without fulfilling our duty, we cannot even
begin; God will have nothing to do with us. As Lord Krishna
instructs, “You should always do your duty, because action
is superior to inaction. Even the maintenance of the body
will not be possible through inaction” (3.8). In the
Mahabharata war, Krishna told Arjuna exactly what his duty
was: “Get up, gain fame, having triumphed over your
enemies, and enjoy the flourishing kingdom.

These people have already been killed by Me; you are
simply the ‘nimitta’ (instrument)” (11.33). Once God decides,
it must come to pass — this is how creation begins, is main-
tained, and comes to an end. When Arjuna understood this

and saw the danger of inaction, he surrendered: “O Krishna,
my delusion has been dispelled by Your mercy; my memory
restored. 1 am free from doubt and composed. I shall now
follow Your instructions” (18.73). Arjuna was one of the most
fortunate souls to be chosen as God’s instrument. | count
myselfequally blessed to have been chosen to write spir-
itual articles and books. I take this duty very seriously, and
God, in turn, guides and strengthens me in this sacred work.

Another quality that pleases God is the desire to serve
and help others. Krishna cites King Janaka as an example:
“Just as Janaka and others attained perfection by working
selflessly, you should also act with public welfare in mind,
even without personal gain” (3.20). He also assures,
“Neither in this world nor beyond is there destruction for
the doer of welfare, for such a person never meets a bad
end” (6.40). Those who work in this spirit are aligned with
God’s divine plan. A third quality is taking complete shelter
in God and remaining there. Krishna says, “In all respects
take shelter of God alone. By His mercy you shall achieve
supreme peace and the eternal abode” (18.62). Again, “Those
faithful who take refuge in Me and follow this wisdom are
exceedingly dear to Me” (12.20). He reminds us that “Maya,
consisting of the three modes, is divine and very difficult
to overcome. Only those who take shelterin Me can tran-
scend it” (7.14). A fourth quality is detachment from the fruits
of action. God wishes us to use the results of our work for

the benefit of others. As Krishna teaches, “If you cannot rely
upon My yoga, then give up the fruits of all acts by being
self-controlled” (12.11). Enjoying the results and serving others
cannot coexist; ‘bhogabhava’ (enjoyment mentality) and
‘sevabhava’ (service mentality) are opposites. Krishna further
says, “My devotee, who is not attracted to material gains
and renounces all endeavours for sense gratification, is dear
to Me” (12.16). Faith is another essential quality.

Krishna says, “Among all yogis, the faithful one who wor-
ships Me is most intimately united with Me” (6.47). Faith
shapes our very nature (17.3). When we take shelter in God,
He transforms us.

Therefore, | constantly seek His guidance. Success is
assured, for God is both omniscient and omnipotent. We
only need patience — He must uphold dharma and balance
all interests. Having learned from the Bhagavad Gita, |
cannot turn away from what is right and approved by God.
When my Lord appointed me as His instrument, | knew
He would be the ‘karta’ (doer) in my life, ensuring victory
in all righteous endeavours. I urge everyone: Follow Adi
Shankaracharya’s call to ‘bhajo govindam’ — praise and
remember the Lord — and life will flow in divine harmony.

( The writer is a spiritual teacher ]

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

E20: Benefits not seen

E20 has been rolled out, yet the price of petrol remains
stubbornly high. The entire premise behind blending
20 per cent ethanol with petrol was its potential to cut
costs, reduce dependence on crude oil imports, and offer
considerable relief to the common person’s pocket. Yet,
if the economic benefit is not tangibly visible to the pop-
ulace, one must question the very purpose of this exer-
cise. Is it merely an endeavour to claim "implementa-
tion success” and tick boxes in official policy reports?
Ethanol blending holds genuine promise for environ-
mental benefits and for supporting farmers who cul-
tivate sugarcane and maize. However, if the ultimate
price passed on to the consumer remains stagnant, then
the fundamental promise underpinning this initiative
is unequivocally broken. For the burgeoning middle-
class family grappling with escalating expenses, the
paramount concern is the tangible reduction in their
fuel expenditure. True implementation, therefore,
ought to be measured by its palpable impact on citi-
zens, rather than by ceremonial launches and political
slogans. Until the promised benefits genuinely perme-
ate through to the ordinary citizen, ethanol blending
will regrettably persist as a missed opportunity, falling

short of its potential as a transformative reform.
NOOPUR BARUAH | TEZPUR

Pakistan army’s self-awards

In a dramatic and unprecedented move on
Independence Day, Pakistan Army Chief Field Marshal
Asim Munir awarded himself the Hilal-i-jurat, the
country’s second-highest wartime gallantry medal —
equivalent to India’s Maha Vir Chakra. This self-conferred
honour, announced by the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), came alongside a series of awards
bestowed upon Pakistan’s entire top political and mil-
itary brass, including Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

These accolades were for their roles in what was offi-
cially lauded as decisive military success in Operation
Bunyanum Marsoos and Marka-i-Hagq.

Awards were also conferred upon senior military and
civilian officials, members of the PM’s war cabinet, and
the delegation that presented Pakistan’s case
to the world.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif received the Nishan-
i-Imtiaz, Pakistan’s highest civilian honour, for his lead-
ership. Deputy PM and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar was
similarly recognised for “exposing India’s diplomatic
attacks” and promoting Pakistan’s global stance.
Despite Pakistan’s defeat in the four-day war with India,
these self-congratulatory announcements for “value-
less” awards have drawn strong criticism.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

End communalism, learn history

Mere remembrance of Partition’s horrors is insufficient
without serious introspection. It's easy to blame
various groups and leaders — Muslims, Muslim League,
Jinnah, Hindus, Hindu Mahasabha, Congress, Gandhi,
Nehru, Savarkar, the British, or Mountbatten — for India’s
division. However, the harsh reality stems from the
supreme intolerance and communal hatred a signifi-
cant portion of both Hindus and Muslims harboured.
Vested interests merely exploited this existing fissure
to ensure division.

Had such deep-seated animosity been absent,
Partition could have been averted. The profound
tragedy is that, far from learning from communal
hatred’s ill-effects, we have regrettably allowed such
elements to flourish.

They now dominate Indian polity, with vested inter-
ests reigniting communalism, often drawing “inspira-
tion” from rabid “ideology” that relentlessly plays the
“trump card” of Islamophobia for electoral gains. By
remembering Partition’s horror, we must vow to
never tolerate communalism again. India’s “quota” of
‘horror shows’ must end immediately. Promoting
diversity should be our primary goal, firmly opposing
xenophobia, violence, and hatred.

KAJAL CHATTERJEE | KOLKATA
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Trump’s Tariff Salvo: Strategic Message or Strong-Arm?

Trump’s tariffs reflects a pattern of using prolonged, exhausting trade talks as a tool of economic attrition — leveraging uncertainty to extract

concessions and align partners with US geopolitical aims. For India the challenge now lies in reading the game, not just the rules

ABHINAV
NARAYAN

A major blowback came to India when
Trump announced a 25 per cent tariff plus
a penalty against India for trading with
Russia. This occurred while trade negotia-
tions with the US were ongoing and had
nearly reached Trump’s deadline. Trump’s
tariff salvo against India, breaking away from
negotiations, was an attempt to address sim-
mering tensions in the Indo-US relationship
by leaning on Pakistan through an oil deal
and tariff concessions. Is this sudden shift
due to Trump’s ambitious economic policies,
or is he masking strategic messaging and
transactionalism in this trade affair with
India? It would not be surprising if it is the
latter, as the US has used deliberately
exhaustive trade talks as a strategic tool to
exert pressure on other nations, extract con-
cessions, or advance broader strategic
objectives.

The Deal

India was in the process of negotiating a
Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the US,
which began in February 2025. By April 2025,
an outline was drawn for negotiations,
emphasising US goals of reducing India’s
trade barriers and addressing the $45.7
billion US goods trade deficit. The negotia-
tions, which gradually gained momentum
from February to July, intensified as India
maintained its position of not liberalising or
opening its agricultural and dairy sectors to
US markets. Additionally, India adhered to
its demands for tariff concessions, includ-
ing lower US duties on steel (50 per cent) and
aluminium (25 per cent), and preferential
access for [abour-intensive exports such as
textiles, gems, jewellery, and IT services. In
return, India was prepared to provide the
US with greater access to its market.
However, apart from these two sticking
points, India also resisted US demands for
reduced tariffs on auto components and
acceptance of US Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards, prioritising its domestic
industry and the Make in India campaign.

Similarly, regarding non-tariff barriers, the
US criticised India’s Quality Control Orders
(QCOs) and import regulations, which it
viewed as barriers to market access for US

ECONOMIC
ATTRITION
DIPLOMACY
INVOLVES
LEVERAGING
PROLONGED
TRADE
NEGOTIATIONS
TO PRESSURE A
COUNTERPART
INTO ALIGNING
WITH
GEOPOLITICAL
GOALS, OFTEN
BY CREATING
ECONOMIC
UNCERTAINTY
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goods, but India defended them on
grounds of consumer and domestic indus-
try safety. While this deal offered much
for both countries, the costs were high,
making negotiations intense and rigorous,
which does not align with Trump’s nego-
tiating style.

The US’s negotiating approach under
Trump, specific to trade and tariff issues,
has been unconventional and rushed.
Recent trade deals with Australia and
Vietnam suggest that deals were conclud-
ed hastily under pressure. The US exploit-
ed Vietnam’s trade surplus and export
reliance, using tariff threats and pro-
longed talks to secure concessions. While
Vietnam negotiated for months and
offered goodwill gestures (eg, LNG deals),
the final 20 per cent tariff and transship-
ment penalties were less favourable than
Vietnam’s proposed Zero per cent recip-
rocal tariff. The situation is similar with
Japan and Indonesia. Japan faced signif-
icant pressure from the US due to its trade
surplus and alliance status. Tariff threats
and geopolitical pressure secured partial
concessions. For Indonesia, the US used
tariff threats and BRICS-related pressure
to obtain concessions.

These cases reflect the US’s tactics of
achieving win-win trade deals, even with
allies and partners, demonstrating trans-
actional diplomacy in setting trade rela-
tions. However, a closer look suggests that
these deals are not solely driven by eco-
nomic or trade calculations. The US also
uses trade deals as geopolitical tools —
deliberately exhaustive negotiations to

push countries toward aligning with its
strategic objectives.

Economic Attrition Diplomacy

Economic attrition diplomacy involves
leveraging prolonged trade negotiations
to pressure a counterpart into aligning
with geopolitical goals, often by creating
economic uncertainty or exploiting asym-
metric dependencies. The case of Vietham
exemplifies this: The US pushed Vietnam
to reduce reliance on Chinese industrial
goods and curb transshipments, aligning
with its anti-China strategy.

The negotiations were lengthy, with
multiple rounds reflecting prolonged and
exhaustive talks to force Vietnam to
concur with the deal, leaving it little
room to maneuver. The cases of Indonesia
and Japan are also noteworthy. The US
linked trade with Indonesia to its BRICS
role and its $10 billion China investment
deal (November 2024), pressuring Jakarta
to align with US anti-China goals. Similarly,
putting US-Japan relations at risk, the US
threatened Japan with 25 per cent tariffs
and, surprisingly, imposed a 25 per cent
tariff on Japanese goods, including autos,
announced on July 7, 2025, effective
August 1T — an unprecedented move
against a US ally. Another case involves
South Korea, where Trump imposed a 15
per cent “reciprocal” tariff on South
Korean goods, effective August 1, 2025,
after threatening 25 per cent tariffs in July.
Although no solid deal was finalised,
South Korea offered increased access for
US goods and defense commitments to

avoid higher tariffs. With South Korea, the
US sought geopolitical advantages by
pressuring it to increase dependency on
US purchases, specifically F-35s.

These pressure tactics show that,
beyond trade alignment, the US aims to
steer countries toward strengthening its
anti-China strategy through economic
attrition diplomacy, often disguised as
trade negotiations and economic calcu-
lations. These deliberate attrition tactics
echo past US actions, such as five years ago
when the US directly engaged in econom-
ic attrition diplomacy with China to curb
its technological rise (eg, targeting
Huawei), signal strength to allies, and pres-
sure China on issues like intellectual
property theft. During trade negotiations,
the US repeatedly escalated tariffs and
introduced complex demands, such as
structural changes to China’s economy,
prolonging uncertainty and pressuring
China, which yielded partial concessions
with limited success for the US.

Aggressive Attrition Driven by

Frustration
Unlike other countries that faced standard
coercion from the US with only tariff
threats, India was hit with multiple salvos-
tariffs, penalties, and an embrace of
Pakistan. The reasons were clear: The
Russia factor, trade with Iran, and India’s
non-compromising posture during trade
negotiations.

This aggressive attrition behaviour is
motivated by geopolitical frustration, a
pattern not new to the US. In the 1930s and
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1940s, US economic attrition against
Japan, driven by frustration, culminated
in the oil embargo of 1941, contributing to
escalation toward World War II. In that
case, negotiations were prolonged with
deadlocked demands: The US demanded
Japan withdraw from China and
Indochina, while Japan sought recognition
ofits territorial gains, creating a deadlock
with no progress. A similar situation is
unfolding between the US and India,
where the US harbors geopolitical suspi-
cion over India’s relationships with Iran
and Russia, alongside deadlocked trade
demands. These factors fueled frustration
and drove the US to send a strong strate-
gic message by escalating risks and attri-
tion, perhaps setting an example on the
global stage.

Unconventional Transactionalism

India must read the negotiating table
more carefully and patiently, adopting
measured and mixed negotiating styles
instead of a confrontational approach,
which at times frustrates the US.

As India looks toward the prospect of a
mini-deal by September-October, it should
aim for strategic prolongation — progress
with limited concessions — rather than
dragging talks with no real progress.

This will create more room for negoti-
ations and reduce US frustration to some
extent. India must also leverage its geopo-
litical value and diversify its trade relation-
ships with Europe and other countries.
This will strengthen India’s bargaining
position, soften US demands, and deter
extreme measures.

A similar approach saved South Korea
from higher tariffs despite having no
deal with the US, as South Korea adopted
strategic prolongation, used measured
negotiation tactics offering room
via concessions, and resisted hasty or pres-
sured deals. India must remember that
Trump is a master at playing unconven-
tional transactional cards, where deals are
more important than relations. India
should demonstrate that a deal is in
progress and that there is something on
the table, rather than leaving it empty.
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How can the collaborative intelligence

Monsoon blues: Why deficiency
spikes during the rainy season

transform Indian Railways

MANISH
PANDEY

The phrase “Dread it. Run from it. Destiny still
arrives” is a famous quote from the Marvel
Cinematic Universe, specifically Thanos, in the
movie Avengers: Infinity War. It signifies that no
matter how much one might try to avoid or fear
a certain fate, it will ultimately come to pass. This
perspective may be applied by some of us to the
future role of Artificial Intelligence in our lives.
However, there are some other perspectives also.
If planned and acted upon appropriately, the col-
laborative intelligence of humans plus machines
may play a huge role in transforming
Railways. The rise of artificial intelli-

itive stuff, like typing up reports or flagging basic
issues, while people tackle the big-picture chal-
lenges involving creativity, interpersonal inter-
actions, and critical decision making, like sorting
outderailment or planning smarter routes. And
don’t stop at one-off projects. Shift
from siloed Al projects (eg, one app

gence isn’tjusta buzzword anymore;
it's a game-changer that could rede-
fine everything from ticket bookings
to asset safety. Picture this: A train
system so smart it knows when a vehicle or any
other asset needs fixing before it fails, or one that
answers passenger queries in a snap while letting
staff focus on the human touch.

That's the future Indian Railways could embrace
by tapping into the MELDS framework, a bold
strategy from Accenture’s Paul Daugherty and
James Wilson in their book “Human + Machine:
Reimagining Work in the Age of AL.” Applying the
MELDS principles (Mindset, Experimentation,
Leadership, Digital Core, and Skills) to Indian
Railways involves a strategic approach to inte-
grating Al and human capabilities to reimagine
its vast operations. It's not about handing the keys
to robots; it’s about teaming up humans and Al
to make the railway network smoother, safer, and
more connected. Here’s how Indian Railways can
make it happen. First, it'’s about thinking differ-
ently and having a fundamental shift in mindset.
Indian Railways has long run on tried-and-true
methods, step-by-step, efficient, but a bit old-
school. To keep up in the Al age, it's time to dream
big. We have to redesign the processes around
the ‘missing middle.’ IR should reimagine entire
processes. Don’t just digitise ticket counters or
asset examination; rethink the whole passenger
experience from start to finish. Identify repetitive
tasks that are candidates for Al automation (eg,
routine data entry, basic information dissemina-
tion, initial fault detection). Identify tasks requir-
ing creative reasoning, collaboration, and judg-
ment that are candidates for Alaugmentation (eg,
complexincident response, strategic route plan-
ning, nuanced customer problem-solving, ethical
decision-making). Break jobs down, like those of
operations managers or maintenance engi-
neers, into smaller tasks. Let Al handle the repet-
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for parcel tracking, another for pas-
senger information) to prioritising Al
integration across IR’s entire value
chain — from passenger services
and freight logistics to infrastructure maintenance
and safety. A smart move? Play it safe with quick
wins like Al-powered chatbots for ticket queries,
while betting big on game-changers like real-time
scheduling for the whole network or prescriptive
analytics-based asset maintenance regime. It’s
about building a railway for tomorrow, not just
polishing yesterday’s tracks. Next up, test the
waters through experimentation, but do it with
rigor and scalability. Don’t throw Al at every
problem and hope for the best. Start small with
focused pilots, like using Al to predict when a
stretch of track might fail or setting up digital assis-
tants at a few stations. Try, measure, learn, repeat.
If an Al signaling tool stumbles in bad weather,
don’tscrap it, figure out why, and make it better.
Test these systems with railway staff first, like
Amazon did with its cashier-less stores, to work
out the kinks before actual implementation. Once
a pilot proves its worth, roll it out step by step,
tweaking as you go based on real-world feedback.
It’s less about gambling and more about build-
ing a solid playbook. Leadership is where the
heart of this change lies. Bosses need to show
workers that Al isn’t here to steal jobs, it’s here
to make them better. Be upfront about fears and
show how Al can take over boring tasks, leaving
room for more meaningful work. But it’s got to
be done responsibly. Set up clear rules: Keep
humans first, make sure Al doesn’t play favorites
or mess up fairness, and explain how it makes
decisions, especially for critical stufflike train con-
trols. Build in safety nets, like letting experienced
staff override Al when things get dicey, and make
sure workers aren’t left holding the bag if a system
fails. Stay on top of legal stuff, like protecting pas-
senger data, and help everyone, from staff to

riders, feel good about the tech. Trust is the ulti-
mate currency here. Then there’s the tech back-
bone, what the experts call the “digital core,” inte-
grating cloud, data, and Al technologies to
create an interconnected foundation. Indian
Railways needs to ditch its clunky, disconnect-
ed systems for something nimble, cloud-powered,
and locked down tight for security. Think of data
as the fuel: Pull in everything from timetables to
passenger complaints on social media or station
camera feeds. Speed matters; focus on real-time
data, like live train locations or instant alerts for
track issues, to keep things moving. Make Al
insights easy to use, so even non-techie station
managers can ask questions in plain language
and get answers about passenger trends or
staffing needs. Add new roles, like data wranglers,
to keep information clean and fair, so Al doesn’t
churn out skewed predictions. This isn’tjusta tech
upgrade, it’s the foundation for a smarter
railway.

Finally, it's about people and their skills. Train
workers to team up with Al in new ways. Let
machines take over routine tasks, answering basic
queries, making platform announcements, so
staff can focus on solving tough problems or
helping passengers with a smile. Show everyone,
from employees to the public, how Al makes
things better, like drones spotting track flaws
faster. Teach workers to make judgment calls
when Alisn’t sure, like during a signal glitch, and
how to ask the right questions to get useful
answers from smart systems. Give frontline
staff like ticket clerks or train crews Al tools to
tap into info instantly, making their jobs easier
and service sharper. Create a two-way street
where Al learns from workers’ know-how, and
workers learn from Al's insights. Most important-
ly, keep pushing the envelope-don’t just automate
old freight schedules, but dream up new ways
to move goods or even offer “rail-as-a-service”
for businesses.

The writer is Senior
Professor, Rolling Stock
Indian Railways Institute
of Transport
Management
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As the monsoon clouds gather, bringing the
much-needed relief from the scorching heat,
they also bring with them an invisible health
risk Vitamin D deficiency.

It is important to understand that Vitamin D is
essential for strong bones. However, few
realise that this “sunshine vitamin” also plays
avery important role in boosting our immune
system, supporting our mental well-being,
and even protecting us from infections.
Vitamin D is produced naturally in

back or bone pain, and low mood

the body when our skin is exposed
to sunlight, unlike other vitamins
that we generally get from food.
However, with cloudy skies and
heavy rains during the monsoon season,
typically observed during July and August in
various parts of India, and people staying
indoors most of the time, the exposure to
direct sunlight is much less.

The lack of sun exposure is one of the main
causes for Vitamin D deficiency, which
became worse during monsoons and winters.
This is more so in areas where access to
Vitamin D-rich foods is also limited.

A study published in Nature Scientific Reports
in 2021 studied the data from over 3,000 north
Indian children and found that Vitamin D
levels were significantly lower during the
monsoon and winter seasons compared to
summer.

The study found that while people may still
spend time outdoors in the rain, due to cloudy
atmosphere, the production of Vitamin D is
blocked. It also pointed out that girls and
older children are more likely to be deficient.
Earlier, a study published in the Indian Journal
of Endocrinology and Metabolism in 2020
found that over 70 per cent of patients in a
hospital in north India were Vitamin D
deficient. These levels varied seasonally, and
the deficiency remained widespread across
the year, but limited sun exposure and poor
dietary intake were seen as major causes.

In smaller towns and rural areas, the risk is
even greater. Many people in small cities stay
indoors for work or household tasks, dress in
clothing that covers most of the skin, and
don’t often eat fortified foods.

Combined with low awareness and limited
testing, the chances of undiagnosed Vitamin D
deficiency increase during the rainy season.
The deficiency often goes unnoticed until
symptoms like fatigue, frequent infections,
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appear. Children may develop
rickets, while adults can suffer
from weak bones and muscles.
However, people often blame
weather changes or age for their pain and
ignore the possibility of a nutritional gap. In
fact, Vitamin D deficiency can silently progress
and increase the risk of fractures in the long
run. I always advise getting your Vitamin D
levels tested at least once a year and speaking
to a doctor about supplements if needed,
especially if you are over 40 or have limited
sun exposure.

It is important to note that without enough
Vitamin D, the body can’t absorb calcium
properly, which weakens bones and muscles
over time. Even mild deficiency can lead to
discomfort or stiffness, especially in the knees,
lower back, and shoulders. Vitamin D
deficiency is clearly preventable and
treatable. Getting some sun during brief clear
spells, eating Vitamin D-rich foods like eggs,
fish, and fortified milk, and taking
supplements under medical advice can make
a big difference. The solution lies in
awareness, testing, and timely prevention.

Conclusion

Vitamin D deficiency silently worsens during
monsoons due to reduced sunlight and poor
dietary intake, affecting bones, immunity, and
mood. Awareness, timely testing, and
preventive steps — like safe sun exposure,
Vitamin D-rich foods, and supplements — can
protect health, ensuring stronger bones and
overall well-being even in cloudy months.

The writer is Director &
Head, Orthopaedics &
Joint Replacement,
Aakash Healthcare
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Towards atmanirbharta

There can be no quarrel with PM’s advocacy of
self-reliance, but it takes more to attain the goal

N AN UNSTABLE global environment, countries are increasingly

focusing on their own interests, with “resource nationalism” being

at the core of national strategies. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

emphasis on imbibing the spirit of a Swadeshi model of develop-
ment in his longest Independence Day speech, on Friday, fits in perfectly
with this context,though theimmediate background was that of Donald
Trump’s tariff fury on India.Atmanirbharta (self-reliance) is the very cor-
nerstone of Viksit Bharat (developed India), Modi asserted, while flagging
thevarious schemes to make the country self-reliant. Unperturbed by the
high tariffs beingimposed on India, he said his government won’t accept
anyagreement thatwould adversely affect India’s farmers, cattle rearers,
and fishermen. Even in a milieu of “de-globalisation”, Trump’s extrava-
gant tariffs are more a contingency than an abiding feature. However, it
serves as a timely reminder of the need to brace ourselves for external
shocks of high magnitude.India is a capital-scarce country,and it needs
tostrategise well toboost money supply and ensure efficient deployment
of capital for productive capacity creation. Its natural resources are robust,
but not all-encompassing or efficiently exploited.

What must inspire India’s confidence in the uncertain world is its abun-
danthuman capital,and theimmense potential of its vast domesticmarket.
However,optimum use of human resources forall-round prosperityrequires
more sections of people are equipped with useful skill sets. The path to self-
reliance must necessarily be a broader one with greater inclusivity and tol-
erance. Higher growth is unviablewithout an inclusive approach.The tough
goal of Viksit Bharat for 2047 may or may not be met, given the parameters
of being a “developed” country,and where we stand now. Even if it takes
another decade or so to reach there, one must not fret over it, so long as the
countryis on asteady growth path.

A cursory look at India’s inherent strengths and its transactional rela-
tionshipswith the externalworld would reveal both problemsand potential
opportunities. The country has achieved a high level of food security, but
88% of the crude oil processed in the country is imported. Import depen-
dency for semiconductor and rare earth elements (REE) is as high as 90%.
Half of REE supplies come from China.The recent tightening of export con-
trols on REEs would not have threatened to retard the pace of India’s green
energy projects and electric mobility plans, had its considerable rare earth
reserves been ready for commercial exploitation. Only lately has the gov-
ernment shed its reluctance to allow private participation in monazite (ura-
nium and thorium) and non-monazite REE.

India is credited with a relatively high degree of macro-economic and
financial stability.Onlya fifth of the country’s economic output is driven by
external demand.Theright strategy for the countryat thisjuncturewouldbe
to reinforce its core strengths with necessary reforms of factors of produc-
tion,while seekingalso to complementitwith external links.The prime min-
ister’s promise that the restructuring of the goods and services tax would
resultin substantial tax cuts and make “everyday items cheaper”signals not
justaconsumptionbooster,butalsoanadded impetus to economic output.
Liberal and mutually beneficial trade alliances are being forged with devel-
oped countries. India also should aim at having a much larger presence in
the expansive Indo-Pacific markets,bybeing part of the Comprehensiveand
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership thatincludes 12 coun-
tries and vouches fora rule-based trading system.

Is anybody fighting
back in this trade war?

WILLIAM CLAYTON, A businessman who served successive US presidents and
became one of the chief architects of the Marshall Plan,was no fan of tariffs. He rated
thebarriers erected during the Great Depression as one of the great crimes of the cen-
tury.It’s hard to imagine that Clayton,who believed that free trade was as important
to prosperity as American aid and security guarantees, would remotely approve of
Donald Trump’s efforts to reshape commerce.

This White House-engineered upheaval, which pushed tariffs to levels unseen
since the Smoot-Hawley law of 1930, will be costly—even if the full priceisn’timme-
diatelyapparent.The global economyhasn’t suffered some of the direst consequences
thatwere predicted in April. Demand for US assets hasheld up,despite the superficial
allure of the“sell America”narrative.The International Monetary Fund doubts growth
willsuddenly crater,and inflation hasn’t taken off. Hasabullet been dodged oris shock
delaying the pain?

It’snotable that countries aren’t exactly lining up to fire back.With the exception
of China,which hasescalated and retreated to match the White House rhythms, there’s
been littlebyway of reprisals.“It’snotawarwhen only one side fights,”JPMorgan Chase
& Co.economists saidinarecent note.“The primarydrag from the tradewarwill come
from US tariff hikes,but we also looked for broad retaliation by US trading partners.”
The counterattack“has not materialised; in fact,barriers to US exports have been low-
ered”, theywrote.

This sort of guarded optimism—or qualified pessimism—isabreak from the dark
warnings. Christine Lagarde, head of the European Central
Bank,told leaders to prepare foraworst-case scenarioinwhich
anantagonistic US drags theworld into destructive economic
conflict. The Prime Minister of Singapore, a city-state that
thrived during the heyday of free trade, couldn’t hide his dis-
may: Tariffs aren’t the actions of friends, Lawrence Wong
noted. His Canadian counterpart, Mark Carney, declared that
relationswith the USwould be changed forever. Chinese Pres-
identXi Jinping has studiously matched American moves but
also toned down his rhetoricand actions when appropriate.

Indiais one of the few economies of significance that has-
n’t cut a deal with Trump. But PM Narendra Modi also hasn’t
gone measure for measure or shown a desire to get even with
American businesses. Yes, there has been indignity and hurt
feelings.The governor of the Reserve Bank of India dismissed Trump’s claim that com-
merce was dead there. He touted India’s contribution to global growth—about 18%
compared toaround 11%forthe US—and insisted thelocal economywas doing well.
It also misses the point that in pure size,America dwarfs India.

Brazil,acomer that struggles to make good on its potential,isalsorefusing tobend.
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva loathes dependence on the US and wants to be
treated asan equal. But Trump doesn’t like a court case against Lula’s predecessor for
allegedly plotting a coup. Brazil is trying to develop an alternative to the dollar and
places great store in commercial ties to the BRICS group of emerging economies. Many
of those nations,and aspiring members of the bloc,have cut dealswith Trump,orare
likely to do so. Brazil will come to some arrangement.

So, has Trump got away with it? His aides reckoned that access to the American
marketistoolucrativeto passup,and they mayhave been right.Itwould alsobe naive
toconcludetherewon’tbe any cost.The global economyhas slowed but hasn’t crashed,
foreigners still purchase US Treasuries and it’s a safe bet that the greenback will be at
the centre of the financial system for years. But the nations humiliated won’t forget
this experience.Asia’s economies will get bigger and the siren call of greater integra-
tion with China will get louder. Trump’s efforts to destroy the existing order may yet
prove an own goal. Just not thisyear.

Trump’s team brags about reconfiguring the system that grew from the ideals of
the postwar era. The hubris may ultimately prove misplaced.

DANIEL
MOSS

Bloomberg

, Upimion

HE RESERVE BANK of

India's (RBI) announcement

to set up a 30-member Reg-

ulatory Review Cell (RRC) to

"streamlineand rationalise"
their regulations/directives/circulars
and hopefully clarifications and
counter-clarifications issued over time,
is a truly welcome move. If executed
well, it has the potential to build the
legacy of the governor that will be
remembered by the industry foryearsto
come.Onthe otherhand, it runs therisk
of becoming yet another exercise in
bureaucratic tough talk and creating a
cascading effect on the same stakehold-
ers, which may either maintain status
quo or be only marginally better: a well-
meaning gesture, to be celebrated but
without easing the lives of regulated
entities, professionals,or the ever-grow-
ing circle of legal entities caught in the
web of compliance. Because the much-
loved and admired RBI touches thelives
of a billion-plus Indians, not just
through inflation targeting ormonetary
transmission-however tenuous-and
know your customer (KYC) require-
ments, but also through a vastly inclu-
sive digital transaction capability, fre-
quent KYC refresh, financial fraud
mitigation, cross-border transactions
and so on.

So, what will it take to make this
impactful and worthy of legacy? I am
sure there are enough capable minds at
play to grapplewith this question.Butas
someone who has worked inside and
outside of the RBI for an equal number
of years,Iwould highlight the following:

Brutal honesty while assessing

the status

Often,aleader comingin from out-
side has the ability and desire to iden-
tify complexity of processes that are
not as obvious to the teams that are
used to them and have also developed a
fear of letting go. It will help to rise
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RATIONALISING REGULATIONS
RBI's PLAN TO SET UP REGULATORY REVIEW CELL COULD BUILD IMPACTFUL LEGACY WITH GOOD EXECUTION

Quality over quantity
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above thisand recognise that complex,
overlapping, and obsolete regulations
are not a statement of failure,but sim-
plya function of degradation and mis-
matches that set in with time and an
inevitability.

Identifying stakeholders

Having heard industryleaders sitting
onboth sides of the table,there seemsto
be a compulsive need to
understate difficultiesand
overstate praise. Teasing
out specific pain points
from seniorleaders of busi-
ness or compliance is diffi-
cult, because they do not
suffer at the operational
level. More importantly,
they would rather save
their goodwill for a rainy
day, of which there seem

There is no
overstating the
need for a dialogue
box, almost as
good as what we
expect from any
service
organisation

in bulk, but they are always reluctant to
meeting CAs.The expectationisthat the
bank,asan authorised dealer,will ensure
compliance and solve all queries. There
is an interesting incentive mis-align-
ment here. The CA is the one charging
the client and the keenest to solve the
problem.The bank,on the otherhand, is
not charging the client, and therefore
hashigh obligation and lowincentive to
solve. Interestingly, this is
also the reason why the
RBIlikes thelatterand dis-
likes the former. But in an
age of increasing com-
plexityin trade and trans-
actions, thisleadstodelays
and pain all around.

Delineate intent

upfront
Many of the RBI's

plenty anyway! Hence, s departmentsareengaged

identifying people who
dealwith regulationsat operationaland
interpretation levels is key.

Engaging with stakeholders

This is always the tricky part. More
than other regulators, or government
departments, the RBI is simply difficult
to meet. It is not clear if limited public
dealings contribute to higher integrity,
but it surely insulates its operational
staff from being exposed to implemen-
tation nuances and second- or third-
order impact. Consider chartered
accountants. In the foreign exchange
arena,the RBIrelies on CA certifications

in development or facili-
tation tasks. But the approach of the
staff and the tone and tenor or the dis-
pute resolution or query mechanism
are the same as the regulatory depart-
ments.This is obvious because the cadre
is the same, and it is not very different
from how administration in general is
set up. But articulating that the finan-
cial inclusion department would strive
tomakeiteasytoinclude without com-
promising on safety, or that the foreign
exchange department is to facilitate
foreign trade or investments without
allowing for moneylaundering or leak-
age, can help.It sounds simple, because

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

India is committed to structural, regulatory, policy,
process, and procedural reforms, building a nation
where governance works for the people...Instead
of focusing on others’ limitations, India must

\ extend its own line of progress

it comes from a simple directive an
early boss gave me when posting me to
handle the FDI deskin RBI New Delhiin
1994,"These are people coming toyour
country to do business, make it easy."
That is also when the RBI introduced a
citizen's charter,eventually mandating
it for all banks. It is still a living docu-
ment,but onlya document.

Have a query mechanism

Of course, thereisno overstating the
need for a dialogue box, almost as good
as what we expect from any service
organisation, especially in the trade,
investment, or transaction facilitation
areas for clarifications and suggestions.
This feedback mechanism can then be
used by the RRC to do the job they have
set out to do.

Co-ordination

Over the years, with the growing
economy, fiscal and regulatory author-
ities have also increased. While at the
policy level there are committees and
institutional mechanisms to ensure co-
ordination oralignment,at operational
levelsitis still left tointermediaries and
market players to linearly solve inter-
agency problems of varying complexity.
In addition, these solutions, when
found, do not make it to any publicly
available resources that can be relied
upon. There also needs to be an official
clearing house for operational queries.

To conclude, greatintent needs tobe
coupled with great execution to get us to
the goal of better understanding and
alignment between regulators, regu-
lated entities, intermediaries,and mar-
ket players for a less bureaucratic and
more efficient mechanism to support
one of the world's largest and most
ambitious economies. To that end, the
number of regulationsis not the mater-
ial parameter to celebrate or berate; it
will be their relevance.

The hidden cost of UPI resilience

India’s digital scale risks undermining itself when
regulatory quick fixes inadvertently shift systemic

THE RISE OF United Payments Interface
(UPI) is among India’s proudest digital
triumphs. However, true strength inany
infrastructure is measured not by its
soaring growth curves, but by how it
responds when cracks begin to show.In
the wake of this year’s UPI outages, a
consequential recalibration has begun,
revealing how India’s most celebrated
digital public goods weigh systemic
resilience against genuine consumer
protection. Faced with unexpected
surges in transactions and conspicuous
downtimes, the National Payments Cor-
poration of India (NPCI) moved swiftly
to announce measures that, at first
glance, seem practical and prudent.

Daily caps on balance enquiries and
account list application programming
interfaces, tighter limits on autopay
retries, and rules steering recurring deb-
itsaway from peakhours—allwere framed
as tough-love regulations to protect a
backbonethathandlesoverI24lakh crore
each month. However, millions of con-
sumersand small merchantswill bearthe
brunt as they will be forced to rewrite
operational routinesaround what the sys-
tem can actually sustain.

The irony is striking. UPI Autopay
accounts for barely 0.95% of monthly
traffic,with around 175 million renewals
out of 18.4 billion transactions. Even the
most optimistic load relief from these
throttles is symbolic. Yet even a modest
5% disruption carries a heavy toll—over
%9,600 crore in lost annual sales, nearly
%1,700 crore in tax shortfall,and quieter
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blows to households whose systematic
investment plan (SIP)instalmentsbounce
or children’s fees miss deadlines.

Small merchantsand micro,small,and
medium enterprises, especially in semi-
urban India, have spent years building
recurring payment flows, training teams,
and investing in billing tools. Nearly 73%
report income or efficiency gains from
goingdigital,with UPIastherail of choice
for489%.Yet,only 18% usedigital lending,
and seamless autopay success is vital to
building the credit histories regulators
want to see. Now, these
businesses must re-engi-
neer systems, rethink cus-

e
True resilience will

bills worth 1.1 lakh crore in January
alone. Missed autopay renewals could
push lakhs back to counters just to keep
the power on. Meanwhile, 7.49 crore Atal
Pension Yojana subscribers risk penalties
and account freezes from failed debits,
and over 23 crore low-income Indians
could lose a X2-lakh life coverif a3436
auto-premium fails.

The creator economy too stands
exposed.Alreadyinfluencing $350billion
in annual consumer spend and projected
to surpass $1 trillion by 2030, it relies on
millions of sub-I¥500 auto-
pay microtransactions.
Even low failure rates can

tomercommunication,and come when wipe out crores in monthly
navigate unclear ruleson  gtakeholders build  incomeandslowasectorset
which transactions mayfail t liabl to add billions in GDP-
and when. What is framed ~ SYSt€@MS Sorellable ;1.4 demand.

as technical necessity that consumers In essential services, a
becomes,in practice,aquiet never see them single large online grocer

transfer of burden from
regulator and platform to
merchant and consumer, widening the
digital divide the policy claims to close.

Beyond themlielarger stakes.Annual
recurring revenues exceed ¥1.93 lakh
crore across digital content, edtech,and
software as a service. Even small disrup-
tionsripple through tax collections,busi-
ness growth,and household planning. A
singlemissed 2,000 SIPinstalment can
shrink a corpus by 372,000 over 20
years,and scaled across 1% of accounts,
could erase 34,900 crore in household
wealth each month.

Bharat BillPay processed 246 million

THE EDITOR

Ratings boost confidence

Apropos of “Thumbs up for economy"
(FE, August 15), the recent
improvement in India's sovereign
credit rating is a welcome
acknowledgment of our steady
economic progress. It reflects the
benefits of consistent fiscal discipline,
prudent debt management, and the
determination to invest heavily in
infrastructure without compromising

stability. Such recognition is more
than a matter of prestige. A stronger
rating should help bring down
borrowing costs for both the
government and private companies,
attract more foreign investment into
debt markets, and improve the flow of
affordable credit into the economy. Of
course, challenges remain—global
trade tensions, tariff barriers, and a
slowing export sector demand careful
navigation. But with growth rates

brand fulfilsnearlyfivelakh
orders a day, while quick
commerce platforms employlakhs of gig
workers and dark-store staff. Even short
freezesinrenewals canidle theseworkers
and disrupt what millions see as daily
infrastructure. Beyond India’s borders,
blunt throttles risk signalling that scaleis
still managed through caps rather than
design, undermining UPI’s ambition to
expand to 20 countriesby 2027.
Payment companies too have chosen
the path of least resistance. It may feel
safertoavoid appearing adversarial before
regulators than to challenge rules that
quietly transfer the burden onto those at

outpacing most large economies and
a strong domestic demand base, India
is well-placed to sustain momentum.
—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

SC’s EC admonishment

Call it what you will, "a procedural
clarification" or "a victory for
democracy", the Supreme Court's
order to the Election Commission (EC)
to publish the names of around 65 lakh
voters excluded from the electoral

burdens onto merchants and end users alike

theveryend of the chain.What could have
beenajoint push forintelligent retriesand
clearer failure codes became a quiet exer-
cisein passing the parcel.

There is real pain in being the last
stop in avalue chain where every player
points elsewhere. It is the frustration of
watching banks, platforms, and policy-
makers each deflect blame, while the
burden rolls downhill and lands
squarely on the consumer.

Andso,wearrive at the real question.
Whowill blink first? UPI’s very architec-
ture rests on two pillars—the Reserve
Bank of India in Mumbai as the regula-
tor, setting policy and safeguarding con-
sumer interest; and the NPCI as opera-
tor and steward of the rail, issuing the
circulars and throttles that decide who
must adapt and how fast. Will they
invest in real system-level resilience
instead of governing by circulars? Will
the NPCI look beyond technical caps to
deepen reform? Will policymakers in
Delhi insist that consumer protection or
financial literacy become more than an
annual slogan? Will payment companies
stop quietly shifting the pain down-
stream and talk to regulators?

True resilience will come only when
regulators, operators, platforms, and
merchants build systems so reliable
that consumers never see them. Ulti-
mately, it is trust, not transaction vol-
umes, that sustains UPI—and that will
not endure if ordinary Indians remain
the silent shockabsorbers each time the
system stumbles.

rolls in Bihar with reasons for every
exclusion has struck a blow for
transparency. Further, its order to
consider the objections filed with
Aadhaar mandates the EC to accept it
as a proof of voter eligibility. The SC's
observations should dissuade the EC
from being inflexible and obstinate
and thinking that it can have its way.
—G David Milton, Maruthancode
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Arrey, Bhai, Why Have
Days That Are Dry?

Major knock-on effect on hospitality sector

Dry days — specific days when sale of alcohol is not allo-
wed—isacustom peculiar toIndiaamongcountries whe-
re alcohol is legally available. From a purely economic
PoV, their impact is considerable as a knock-on effect on
the hospitality sector, even as their effect on the liquor in-
dustry itself is reduced by consumers stocking up in ad-
vance. This shows up in states where tourism is a signifi-
cant contributor. Business dislocation is compounded by
potential artificial scarcity and bootlegging. Dry days
usually fly under the radar of economic impact assess-
ment as opposed to outright prohibition because the ef-
fectsare temporary. Yet, the two measures share intended
and unintended consequences. The principal downsideis
that it converts alegitimate business into an illicit trade.
An alternative approach to dry days could be to raise
public awareness about responsible drinking. This up-
holds consumer choice. Virtue-signal-
ling through a day of prohibition ma-
kes little sense in this day and age. In-
stead, the liquor industry could be as-
ked toself-regulate salestovulnerable
sections of consumers. These met-
i hods have been tried in other countri-
es with fairly successful results. The
special emphasis on dry days during elections in India,
in contrast, remains weak in conception and execution.
Liquor consumption in India is rising from a very
small base, and consumersare chasing premium brands.
Indian liquor brands are breaking into the export mar-
ket. Policy favours growth of the liquor industry over
curbing consumption. Dry days are a hangover from an
era when constitution framers chose not to impose pro-
hibition, but left it as a ‘desirable outcome’ — something
better done by getting consumers to make more infor-
med decisions. Temporary prohibitions donot contribu-
te adequately to raising public awareness about con-
sumption of liquor. In fact, they create an artificial rush
of demand. It’s high time a 78-year-young country that
can hold its drink does away with this pointless gesture.

No Matter What Sex,
A Couple is a Couple

In 2018, the Supreme Court struck down a 158-year-old British-
eralaw criminalising same-sex relations between consenting
adults, calling it ‘irrational, indefensible, and manifestly ar-
bitrary’. Cut to 2023. Despite strong and persistent demands
from the LGBTQI community and many others, the court
stopped short of the next logical step: legalising same-sex
marriage. It has since passed the matter to Parliament. This
‘pause’ has left same-sex couples grappling with urgent, eve-
ryday problems, from financial to tax matters. One such hurd-
le surfaced recently when a same-sex couple challenged a dis-
criminatory tax provision in the Bombay High Court, arguing
that the law unfairly taxes gifts between them, even as hetero-
sexual couples not legally married face
no such penalty. They contended that this
amounts to a denial of equal protection
under the law because of sexuality. The
2. courthasrightly admitted their petition.

In 2024, finmin stated there arenorestric-
tions for LGBTQI persons to open joint
bank accounts or nominate a partner. Yet,
anICICIreportnotesthefinancial industry remains ‘not geared
towards cateringto theneeds of LGBTQI couples’because their
relationships lack legal recognition. The biggest roadblock is
succession planning. It’s far from straightforward for LGBTQI
partners to protect each other through inheritance. In India,
succession laws differ by religion. Most favour relationships re-
cognised by law, effectively shutting out same-sex couples.

While Parliament debates same-sex marriage, these daily in-
equities cannot be left to fester, or be brushed aside. Unless
they areresolved, the 2018 verdict will stand as a half-measure
— historic on paper but hollow where it matters most: in peo-
ple’s day-to-day lives.

M. o
oy

JUST IN JEST

Whateven Alaskans won'tget to hear
about post-Putin-Trump powwow

Shh... AMRA: Alaska
Made Russian Again!

By the time youread this, Messrs V Putin and D Trump ha-
ve already ‘meeted and greeted’ at a US air base near An-
chorage in Alaska. But one thing that has been kept secret
—to which we have been privy because of our impeccable
sources — involves a geopolitical plot twist worthy of a
vodka-soaked streaming show. The two presidents repor-
tedly finalised a classified deal that returns Alaska — its
name from the Alaskan Aleut language word ‘alaxsxaq’,
means ‘object towards which the action of the sea is direc-
ted’—to Mother Russia. Itisareturn, since priortoitssale
tothe US in1867 for $7.2mn, Alaska was the capital of ‘Rus-
sian America’, the European country’s colonial territori-
esinthe Americas between 1732 and 1867.

This top-secret deal was conducted in a separate site insi-
de a Costco aisle between the frozen meats and babycare
sections. The US allegedly paid Russia an ‘unsubstantia-
ted amount’. Sources say, Moscow will share a portion of
thiswindfall with Alaska’s OG inhabitants that include Ifi-
upiats, Yupiks, Aleuts, Eyaks, Tlingits, Haidas, Tsimshi-
ans, Northern Athabaskans and Russian Creoles. So, even
though Alaskans don’t know it, America’s 49™ state (it was
a ‘territory’ before that) has been quietly made Russian
again. Once again, the Art of the Deal finds its mark. Ypa!
— (pronounced ‘ura’) which is Russian for hurrah!

Indiashould join Brazil inits efforts to create anew kind of multilateralism to offset Trump tariffs

fter the two

world

wars, int-

ernation-

alorderwas
built on the premise that
states, even as they competed for adv-
antage, could berestrained by rulesand
reciprocal obligations. Political scien-
tists Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye
called this ‘complex interdependence’,
theideathattrade, finance, technology
and institutions could bind countries
so tightly that cooperation would be
more profitable than coercion. While
this wasnot aflawless premise, its core
assumption reflected the new interna-
tional economic order.

The web of mutual dependence, an-
chored by multilateral institutions, act-
ed as a brake on naked power, keeping
the system from sliding entirely into a
raw contest of force. This assumption
is now under strain. Donald Trump’s
returntothe White Houseand his wea-
ponisation of tariffs have brought a
brazen rejection of the earlier logic
that underpinned thelast half-century.

Trump’s latest tariff move against
Brazil —a 50% levy that came into ef-
fectlast week —was not about correct-
ing deficits or defending industries as
he trotted out them to be. It was a tant-
rumaimedat compelling Brazil todrop
prosecution of Jair Bolsonaro for his
role inthe January 2023 assault on Brasi-
lia. The message: sovereignty is nego-
tiable if your economy depends on us.

Brazil’sresponse wasademonstrati-

India’s trade with its South Asian
neighbours is only 1.7-3.8%. This
is where the rhetoric of ‘reformed ¢
multilateralism’ must be matched /

by coordinated action

Deal with the block

onof how interdependence can belever-
aged to defend, not erode, autonomy.
Lula da Silva refused to seek a private
settlement, calling such an approach a
‘humiliation’. Instead, he took the case
to WTO. Domestically, the Bolsonaro pro-
secution moved ahead without pause.
Internationally, Lulabeganrallying
BRICStotreattheepisodeasatestcase
for the credibility of a rules-based sys-
tem. On Thursday, he announced that
Brazilwould hosta virtual BRICS sum-
mittodiscussresponseto Trump tariffs.
This confidence isn’t improvised.
Over the past two decades, Brazil has
diversified its trade profile. China now
takes 28% of its exports, compared
with 12% for the US. Trump tariffs ex-
cluded key sectorslikeaircraft, energy
and orangejuice, limitingtheirimpact
tojustoverathird of exportvalue. Eco-
nomists estimate GDP hit at roughly
0.15 percentage points, with 2025 grow-
th forecasts still above 2.3%.
Overthelasttwodecades, India’s ex-
ports to fellow BRICS countries have
increased, and ithas signed major FTAs,
signallinga widening of its commerci-
albase. Yet, India’s trade with its South
Asianneighbours is between 1.7% and
3.8%. This missing regional integra-

Lula Againgt the Storm

19

tion is not only a lost economic oppor-
tunity but also a lost layer of strategic
insulation. This is where the rhetoric
of ‘reformed multilateralism’ must be
matched by coordinated action.
India’s G20 presidency;, Indonesia’s
Asean leadership, Brazil’s
stewardship of BRICS and
“Voice of the Global South’ ¢
summit have all carri-
ed the banner of a fair-

f.’”

V4 ‘nelp lead an emerging coalition that

metries, butitremainsthe

only framework capable

of constrainingraw pow-

erif all parties insist on us-

. . Ingit. Asacountry that brid-
gesmultiplealignmentsthatare
democraticbutindependent, itcan

treats multilateralism not as a talking
point but as an enabling ecosystem.
India, like Brazil, also faces pressu-
reson itsecological resources that will
test its commitment to sovereignty in
new ways. In a global economy where
farm patents, seed control and biotech
regulation can dictate the fate of rural
livelihoods, defending biodiversity is
no less strategic than defending mari-
timeborders. Arules-based order must
treat genetic resources, environmen-
tal stewardship and traditional know-
ledge as global commons managed by
those who live with them, not as com-
modities to be seized under legal regi-
mes written elsewhere.
Thecrisesin climate, tra-
de and food security are in-
9% tertwined.If emergingeco-
nomiesdonotsettheircol-
lective norms, they will

er, more representative £ = find themselves perpetu-
order. A rules-based ﬁ N allyreactingtonorms
system can survive The challenge now is for imposedf.romabr.oad.
gnly If states push others especially India, to  Whathistorywillre
ack collectively wh- recognise that defence of memberisnot wheth-
en its norms are un- A . er Brazil wins its spe-
der assault. Sover.elgnty,_preservatlon of cifictariff dispute, but
For India, and for multilateralism and reform whetherthismoment
othermajoractorsin of global governance are a catalysesabroader shi-
the ‘global south’, the single project that will ftinhowemergingeco-
lessonisnottoimita- ~ succeed or fail together  jgmjesseethemselves

te Brazil’s tactics but to internalise the
structural logic behind them. Sovere-
ignty cannot be defended by rhetoric
alone. Itmust beunderpinned by robust
institutions at home and by coalitions
abroad. Brazil’s resort to WTO may se-
emquaint in an era when great powers
increasingly sidelinemultilateral bodi-
es. But if the ‘global south’ doesnot use
these institutions, reform them and
defend them, then who will?

What Lulahas made clear is that de-
fending rules-based order is not the
same as defending status quo. The or-
der we inherited was built with asym-

inthearchitecture of global power. Lu-
la’s defiance shows that it is possible to
resist coercion without turning inward,
that it is possible to resist without re-
jectingtheidea of internationalrules.
The challenge now is for others —
especially for India—torecognise that
defence of sovereignty, preservation
of multilateralism and reformof global
governance are not separate agendas
any more. They are a single project,
and they will succeed or fail together.

The writer is chair, Institute for Competitive-
ness. Inputs by Meenakshi Ajith

How India Can Keep On e-Truckin

Amitabh Kant

Launch of theelectric truck (e-truck)
scheme last month isa much-needed
stepforward. For far toolong, India’s
conversation around vehicle electrifi-
cation hasfocused on passenger cars.
Trucks, especially medium-and hea-
vy-duty trucks (MHDTS), have remain-
ed on policy sidelines, despite being
disproportionately responsible for fuel
consumption and harmful emissions.
Trucks make up less than 5% of In-
dia’stotal vehicle fleet. Yet, they acco-
unt fornearly 40% of on-road fuel con-
sumption, 44% of transport’s GHG
emission, and about 50% of particu-
lateand NOxemissions. In cities, this
translates into significant air quality
challenges and public health risks,
particularly for communities living
near freight corridors. Electrification
of the trucking sector is central to both
India’s climate commitments and its
urban health priorities.
India’slogistics costs are around 13%
of GDP, significantly higher than the
global average. With nearly 70% of frei-
ght moved by road and fuel being a maj-
or cost driver; e-trucks offer a pathway

toreduce operating costs, enhance effi-
ciency and strengthen energy security.

A recent International Council on Cle-
an Transportation (ICCT) study sho-
wsthat e-trucks emit17-37% less GHG
than their diesel counterparts, even
with today’s grid mix. When powered
by RE, these emissions can drop by
85-88%. To align with global climate
goals —limiting warming to well bel-
ow 2° Cby 2050 and reaching net-zero
emissions by 2070 —India must achi-
eve100% zero-emission truck (ZET)
sales by mid-century.

GoI’s 500 cr incentive for e-trucks is
astrongsignal of intent that recogni-
sesthe strategic importance of decar-
bonising freight. But to yield long-term
benefits, it must be embedded within
abroader policy framework. Three
areasrequire urgent focus:

0 Long-term electrification road-
map While the e-truck scheme provi-
des afoundation, the sector needsa
long-termroadmap that sets clear time-
lines for phasing out ICE trucks, estab-
lish electrification milestones by vehi-
cle segment (light-duty vs heavy-duty,
urban vslong-haul), and integrate com-
plementary strategieslike green hyd-
rogen and battery-swapping.

It should also align with key national
initiatives like National Electric Mobi-
lity Mission Plan, Automotive Missi-
on Plan, and National Logistics Policy,
ensuring coherence across ministries
and stakeholders. Such aroadmap can
provide confidence to manufacturers,

fleet operators, logistics providers and
financiers.

® Charginginfra A primary barrier
to e-truck adoption is inadequate ch-
arging infrastructure. Unlike passen-
ger EVs, trucks require high-capacity;
commercial-grade chargers, strategi-
cally located along freight corridors,
logistics parks and depots.

Freight vehicles often follow different
routes than passenger vehicles, even bet-
ween the same origin and destination.
Asaresult, usingexisting EV charg-
ing plans designed for cars to support
e-trucks won’t work. Infra planning
must be based on freight movement
data, not merely on land availability:

A charging blueprint tailored to the
needs of freight is needed. This invol-
ves identifying high-volume truck rou-
tes and last-mile delivery hubs, analy-
singtelematics data, and prioritising
locations where chargers will be most
used. Policies must also differentiate
between needs of light-duty e-trucks
used in urban areas and long-haul
heavy-duty trucks that require MW-
scale charging.

Not bye-bye, but e-llo

Gol must ensure reliable power sup-
ply, grid integration and commercial
viability. State governments, urban
local bodies and private logistics play-
erswill also havea criticalrole in dep-
loying charging infrastructure at scale.
©® Supply-side regulations India
must move toward regulatory mecha-
nisms that institutionalise the trans-
ition to ZETs. One such mechanism is
the introduction of fuel efficiency (FE)
norms for MHDTSs. Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE) should prioritise dev-
eloping these norms and design them
with a corporate average fuel efficien-
cy (CAFE)-like structure. This would
allow manufacturers of e-truckstobe-
nefit from averaging, thereby encour-
aging innovation and investment in
cleaner techs.

Another critical step is introduction
of zero-emission vehicle (ZEV)sales
mandate for trucks, starting with cities
inDelhi-NCR. A ZEV mandate would
require truck manufacturerstosella
fixed—and increasing— percentage
of ZETsannually. This model, adopted
in California and other jurisdictions,
ensures long-term market certainty,
levels the playing field and reduces
reliance on subsidies.

Together, these supply-side measur-
escan accelerate the availability and
affordability of e-trucks, while prom-
oting healthy competition and local
manufacturing.

The writer is former G20 sherpa, Gol

Minimum Balance, Only Banks Win

Manas R Das &
Ganga Narayan Rath
|

ICICIBank’srecent sharp hike in the
minimum average balance (MAB) for
new savings accounts drew heavy cri-
ticism, prompting the bank to reduce
the requirement to “15,000 from 50,000
for urban and metro areas. For semi-
urban branches, MAB is now 7,500,
whilerural customers will need to
maintain aminimum of “2,500.

The episode, however, has reignited
questions about the appropriateness
of MAB. The origins of MAB are un-
clear. However, it appeared in Goipo-
ria Committee on Customer Service
in Banks (1990) recommendations. An
RBInotification dated December 26,
2002, noted, inter alia, that ‘[it] hasnot
issued any guidelines regarding the
minimum balance to be maintained
in savings bank accounts’. These facts
suggest that MAB emerged in the 1990s,
implying that it developed as a banking
practice with regulatory acquiescence.

This seems plausible, as interest rate
deregulation (phased-in since 1990)
caused banks’ spreads to shrink signi-
ficantly during the 1990s. To buoy the-
ir bottom lines, banks sought to boost
fee income, and MAB may have app-
eared as a solution. Once a few —likely
private—banks adopted it, the prac-

tice quickly spread across the sector.

Banks capitalised on the financial il-
literacy and acquiescence of account
holders. Unlike borrowers, who have
forums to voice grievances, these dep-
ositors were largely unorganised and
voiceless. The situation remainslittle
changed today.

SBdeposits have continued to grow
inbothrate of growth and share of to-
tal deposits. In short, ‘depositor disci-
pline’ in Indian banks remains imma-
ture —despite being a key part of mar-
ket discipline (Pillar 3 of Basel III), whi-
ch India has adopted.

RBI haslargely taken a hands-off ap-
proach to MAB. In 2024, it issued flex-
ible guidelines on charging for non-
maintenance, without prescribing spe-
cificamounts, emphasising transpar-
ency in penalties instead.

But do banks have unfettered freedom
tofix MAB?

Banks introduced MAB to offset ris-
ing operating— and especially techno-

Setthe bar low

logical —costs, indirectly challenging
the theory of ‘economies of scale’. Ins-
tead of imposing MAB, they could ha-
ve invested in tech, accepting lower
short-term profits and dividends for
medium-term gains.

Staff expenses declined due to mech-
anisation. For example, during 2005-24,
the average wage bills/total income
ratio for domestic scheduled commer-
cial banks (excludingregional rural
banks) dropped from 15.14% t013.75%.

Banks reap non-financial benefits of
customer acquisition through the open-
ingof SBaccounts. They become privy
to information at zero cost, enabling
them toforay into cross-selling, for ins-
tance, with fee income potential.

Combined with low interest rates on
SBaccounts, MAB hits depositors with
adouble whammy:

u ActsasaTDS and dampens deposit-
ors’ spending capacity; leading to lower
demand for goods and services, which,
in turn, constrains economic growth.
u Limits depositors’ avenues for in-
vestments with possibly higher retu-
rns, including even their own bank’s
short-term deposits.

u Post-demonetisation, digital pay-
ments surged. If SB depositors aren’t
promptly informed about their MABs,
auto-debits fail and cheques bounce —
both triggering penalties.

u High MABs, combined with the need
tomaintain balances for digital bill pay-
ments, raise SB depositors’ interest in-
come, pushing some over the “10,000I-T
exemption and exposing them to tax.
u Atthemacrolevel, MABhinders
financial inclusion. The World Bank’s
Findex 2025 notes India has the most
unbanked adults.

For banks, it’s a different story:

u Increases deposits, enabling them
to provide more short-termloans.

u Generates ‘float’ deployable in the
overnight call market to earn interest,
which can be higher than that offered
to SB depositors. The difference acts
asa ‘hidden’ fee for banks tomaintain
theaccounts.

u High MAB, which a smaller num-
ber of people can afford, raises the
‘concentration risk’ in banks’ deposit
portfolios.

u Easy access to deposits via diktats
like MAB creates moral hazard for
bank employees, who may neglect tra-
ditional deposit mobilisation efforts.
u High MABs encourage depositors
to ‘hop’ between banks, leaving old
accounts open —driving therise in
inoperative accounts.

MAB isone form of ‘premiumisati-
on’ of banking products and services.
Such ‘premiumisation’ may be kept in
abeyance until:

u India graduates into an upper-mid-
dle-class economy.

u Financial inclusion of adults beco-
mes complete.

u Financial and digital literacy imp-
roves.

u Banks become responsible enough
toadhere to market discipline princi-
ples and disclosure requirements as
enshrined in Basel I11.

u When implemented, it should have
clearregulatory backing, prioritising
depositors’ interests as enshrined in
the Banking Regulation Act1949.

Das is former assistant general manager,
SBI, and Rath isaformer
chief general manager, RBI

THE SPEAKING TREE

Tasting the
Divine

Most people have experienced or-
dinary love in theirlives, wheth-
eritisthe bond between amother
and child or the affection shared
between a boyfriend and girlfri-
end. However, this kind of love

is often physical and self-centred
—itlastsonly aslongasneeds and
demands are met. True and un-
conditional love remains amys-
tery tomost. If you haven’t tasted
Divinelove, even for amoment,
you haven’t truly lived.

People, however, have mostly set-
tled for compromises. Some take
an image or statue and declare,
‘This isBhagwan.’ Others believe
that God is invisible, living some-
where high in heavens, or that
God is nameless and formless.

Kabir expressed it beautifully.
When you eat a delicious sweet,
you simply relish its sweetness.
But if someone asks you to descri-
be how it tastes, can you truly ex-
plain it? No, because the taste is
something to be experienced —
it cannot be captured in words.
Kabir says God is the same; He
canonly be tasted, not explained.

The Divineresides within you,
asthe very essence of your mind
and consciousness. Yet, your mind
remains ceaselessly occupied with
the world —its objects, relation-
ships, distractions, even dreams
within sleep. Not for a single mo-
ment does the mind rest,and in
this constant wandering, you miss
the chance torealise the Divine.

To experience the Divine, one
must turn the mind inward thro-
ugh yog sadhana. This involves
stopping outward tendencies, still-
ingthe mind, exploring its depths
and transcending it tomeet the
ever-present Beloved, longhid-
den by the mind’s distractions.

LOLING (
SATURD.

Vlad & Don ka 1(),
Kaun, Kahaan?

Putinand Trump are invited
totakeajointIQ testto prove
who’s the smarterleader.
QL If you have 10 advisers and
fire 7, how many are left?
Putin: 3. ButI'll keepreplac-
ingthem with loyal oligarchs.
Trump: Zero. Ionly trust my
gut.
Q2: Define democracy.
Putin: A temporary inconve-
nience before things get truly
under control.
Trump: A ratings system whe-
relalways win.
Thetestends.
The examiner
declaresatie.
Putin smirks.
Trump tweets:
IWONBIGLY.IQ
THROUGH THE
ROOE PUTIN AGREES. SAD!

Joint Memoir
Putin and Trump decide to co-
author amemoir titled ‘New
York Russian Salad’. Putin
writes chapters on espiona-
ge, strategy and judo. Trump
writes chapters on crowd siz-
es, tanning tips and how to
dodge subpoenas.

The manuscript is 800 pages
of contradictions. Putin’s pro-
se iscold, calculated and poe-
tic. Trump’s is ALL CAPS, rid-
dled with exclamation marks,
and includes doodles of him-
self riding a bald eagle.

Thebook hits shelves. Rus-
sia bans it for being too Ameri-
can. America bans it for being
too Russian. North Korea de-
claresitasacred text.

Putin shrugs. Trump says,
‘Tt’s the best book. Better than
the Bible.’

Chat Room

Reverse Vacuity
Of Our Faculty

Apropos ‘Tech-Dependence Days’
by Narayani Ganesh (Aug15), the
prodigious shift from rotelearn-
ingand memory-dependent func-
tioning is intended torelieve the
human brain for creative end-
eavours and innovative efforts.
But itis unfortunate that ithas
promoted large-scalelethargy
due to excessive dependence on
machines. Creativity needs a sys-
temic boost and conducive struc-
ture in the absence of which mat-
ters will continue to languish in
apathy. Our curriculum should
place emphasis on research-ori-
ented activities instead of un-
due stress on marks. Human in-
sights and ingenuity are still ava-
ilable but the right framework
isessential to convert them into
remarkable inventions and bre-
akthrough achievements.
Rajarao Kumar

Bengaluru






















