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For over 14 years, you each memberofthe Collegium
served in the Punjab and toassess the candidate directly

Haryana High Court, and
during that time, you
passed several orders
dealing with the drug
menace in the state. How
seriousis the challenge
and could you elaborate on
thejudicial intervention?

1 was assigned that matter
around 2015, when I was
among the senior judges in the
High Court. And until I was
transferred as Chief Justice to
the Himachal Pradesh High
Court,Imade itapoint tolist it
regularly, at least onceamonth,
so that we could continuously
monitor the issue and work to-
ward improving the situation.

If I may say, candidly, this
was a true test of patience and,
quite frankly, alabouroflovein
many ways. It wasn't the kind
of case that could be resolved
through one sweeping order or
by issuing broad directions to
the authorities. It required sus-
tained oversight and constant
engagement with all stake-
holders.

At that time, the drug men-
ace in Punjab was at a highly
uncontrolled level. When the
matter came tome, my firststep

To control

social media...
aharsh measure that
risks curtailing
liberty... When...
peoplearen’tgiven
thefull picture,ithas
the opposite effect...
We could potentially
reachapoint where
liberty feels like it
exists morein
principle thanin
practiceand that
would defeat the very
purposeof openness”

wastounderstand thesituation
fully at every level. That meant
listening to affected families,
examining the institutional re-
sponse, and interfacing with
the government machinery.
During this time, I also had
to prevent several attempts to
transfer officers who were
genuinely doing good work on
the ground. Once every con-
cerned authority had sub-
mitted status reports, and we fi-

‘My focus on appointmentsis to
place emphasis on merit, integrity,
experience, temperament
required toserveasjudge’

Openingup the Collegium process to tackling pendency, the new Chief Justice of India,
Justice SuryaKant, outlines his roadmap for his 15-month tenure that began November 24,
inaninterview to Ananthakrishnan G

and arrive at a more objective
view.

Going forward, I believe an
even stronger emphasis must
be placed on the credentials of
the candidate—their merit,
theirintegrity, and theirexperi-
ence. These should remain cen-
tral considerationsin every ap-
pointment.

‘While the National Judicial
Appointments
Commission hasbeen
declared unconstitutional
by the SC, what are a couple
ofaspects you can
introduce to bring more
transparency in
appointments?

AsImentioned earlier, my
focusonjudicial appointments,
whether to the High Courts or
the Supreme Court, would be to
place strong emphasis on
merit, experience, integrity,
and the temperament required
toserveasajudge.

Regarding transparency, I
believe we have already taken
significant steps. For instance,
we now try to provide reasons
forapprovals and disapprovals
in elevation matters, marking

WhatIwould

really liketo
focus onis theissue
of pendency and
ensureitis
effectively tackled
by streamlining our
existing systems... I
want to work toward
asystem where every
single person in this
country has access to
justice and proper
representation.
That, tome, is
fundamental”

an important shift towards
greater openness.

At the same time, we must
recognise that the process isin-
herently complex and, quite
frankly, quitelengthy. There are
several internal procedures and
assessments involved that can-
not be entirely placed in the
public domain. So often, when
we make efforts to make these
decisions more transparent, it
iscrucial tostrikea balance and

nally had a clearer picture of EveryCJI ir own way of and their own systems. Whats isth he institution and to the f justice, says CJI Kant. FiLe pHoTo also maintain the integrity of
what was actually happening, the system.
we were able to move forward
inamorestructured way. It was Onsubjects which require
only then that we could begin In that sense, the approach ~ One of your theinstitutionandtothecause  touse,and ,aharsh Often what gets shared on  judicialis jionandisan for
addressing the crisis compre-  in this case was holistic: puni- had said thatjudicial of justice. That hasremained  measure that risks curtailing ~ social media or becomes viral ~ essential featureofourcriminal ~ example, taxation or
hensively, tackling the epi- tive,p i ilitati means not constant andthat liberty. When videos circulate, ~ content are just brief snippets ~ jurisprudence. However, the ~environment, how can the
demic both at the macroand  and educational. just freedom from iswhat truly matters. and backlash follows, I genu-  from court proceedings—a application of this principle—  Supreme Court equip 1tself
microlevels. executive butalso freedom For me, what Iwould really  inely believe that is the nature  singlecomment,aquestion,or  andthey thatitmay with

This case and its tra]ectory Time and again, from Do like to focus on isthe issue of ~ of social media wherenoone  an expression—all without not always be followed uni-  to weighin more
were truly all- keep p about youagree? pendencyandensureitiseffec-  really comes out unscathed. context. Inhearings, judgestest  formly—is deeply dependent  effectively?
whenIthinkofit. Weaddressed ~ the Chief Justice of India Absolutely, Iwould agree. tively tackled by streamlining Apart from the entertain-  arguments, raise hypotheticals, on the specific facts, context, Ibelieve many of my col-
thecriminaldimensionbycon-  being master of roster. Judicial independenceisthe our existing systems and ment factor, one of the objec- and explore various legal and gravity of each casebefore  leagues possess extensive ex-
stituting investigative commit- ~ Why do you think CJI comerstoneofaneffectiveJus-  strengthening mediationasa  tives of social media, ideally, —angles. When those moments  thecourt. perience and expertise specifi-
tees and directing the extradi-  should be the master of tice Delivery System in our preferred mode of disputeres-  should be to create awareness are isolated and pos(ed online, cally in taxation, soIfeel we are
tion of major offenders who theroster? country, and it goes hand in  olution. and keep people engaged with lingisalmostin-  You h: the well covered in thatarea of law.
were profiting from the drug It is correct that the CJIis  hand with the Doctrine of Sep- Alongside that, I want to  democratic processes. How-  evitable. Collegium system. Do Nevertheless, there are sev-
trade. At the same time, we fo- ~ alsoreferredtoasthemasterof — arationof Powersthatisfirmly ~ work toward a system where  ever, when context is stripped And of course, with that  youthink it needs eral nicheand rapidly evolving
cused on prevention: theroster, butIthinkthisroleis embeddedmour Constitution.  every single person in this away and people aren'tgiven comes trolling, which mustbe ~ improvements? If yes, areas of law that courts are in-
strengthening the borders often heavily Our ilityisentirelyto  country has access to justice  thefull picture,ithastheoppo- ignored at all costs becauseit ~what? creasingly dealing with. How-

Any system or practice, no
matter how well-established,
will at some stage require im-
provement. Change is the only
and as society
evolves, institutions must also
adapt their mechanisms ac-
cordingly. The same applies to
the Collegium system, whichis
certainly far more open and

t today than it once

There is, however, always
room to do better. The intro-
duction of in-person interac-
tionswith candidates, areform
that had been undertaken by
has been a

ever, this is not entirely new. In
such situations, we have often
relied on the assistance of do-
main experts appointed to aid
the court. At other times, we
have established expert com-
mittees to engage with all rel-
evantstakeholders and offerin-
formed guidance.

This approach is especially
importantinenvironmental is-
sues, where legal decisions
need to be based on scientific
knowledge. Protecting fragile
ecosystems and avoiding
further damage to flora and
fauna: reqmnesus to seek expert
advice,

throughboth physicalmeasures ~ and misconstrued. The CJIis  the Constitution and to the and proper representation. siteeffect. Ultimately, if weare-  stemsfromaplace of nescience
and the use of technology. theseniormostjudge oftheSu-  people it protects. That, to me, is n't careful, we and is not meant to be con-

But none of this meantwe  preme Court, and thatseniority fundamental. . EXPRESS couldpotentially  structive. Atthe end of the day,
could overlook the victims. Di- - undoubtedly carriesadditional -~ What would you like to do mterview reach a point wecarryasignificantworkload
rections were issued forthees-  administrative ibilitie: that your Weh where liberty and anenormous responsibil-  constant,
tablishment of de-addiction  alongside thejudicial role. One not? that comments by judges feelslikeit existsmorein prin-  ity. The moment we shift our

ili facil-  ofthese ities would Itwouldn’t berighttosay  inthecourse of hearing ciple than in practice and that ~ focusfrom ourdutiestowhatis

ities, to support those strug-  be overseeing the roster. that I need to do something cases sometimes invite would defeat the very purpose  beingsaid on social media, jus-
glingwithaddictionandtoease However, that does not completely different frommy backlash onsocial media, of openness. tice will inevitably suffer.
theimmenseburdenplacedon automatically imply that predecessors. Thisinstitution —mostly uninformed. There
their families, many of whom  mattersareassignedinaunilat-  has seen 52 Chief Justices be-  istalk ofthe need to Alotofthe criticism on Thereis that
came from economically vul-  eral manner. In practice, these  fore me. And of course, notall ~ control social media; that social medla is reactlnn to though bailis the rule and was.
nerable backgrounds. We also ~ decisions are taken afterdue  of them would have had the  apart,do you thinkjudges bitsand p id jailis the thisis
emphasised awarenessamong  discussion and consultation ~ same set of priorities or the alsoneedtob with the virtual i not by the various
the youth by mandating withotherjudgesand keeping samevisionfortherole.Every- what they say in the age of shared inthe public. Don 't courts. How would you
changes in school and college inmind various: factors includ-  one brings their own way of ~ social media? you thinkit’s par for the respond?
curricula, through ing their avail theirareas  working and their own sys- 1 don't think there’s any course,and thatsuch The principlethat ‘bail isthe
of expertstasked withdevelop- ~ of experience, and the overall ~ tems.Butwhathasalwaysbeen  need to “control” social media.  uninformedtrollingcanbe rule and jail is the exception’ my d
ingappropriate interventions.  functioning of the court. commonisthecommitmentto  That would be the wrongword  ignored? has been developed through

very welcome step. It allows

both effectiveand responsible.

Retd IAF personnel held
for ‘spying’ in Assam

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, December13

ARETIRED IAF personnel has
been arrested in Assam s Tez-

government, criminal conspi-
racy and causing disappear-
ance of evidence of offence.
“We have received informa-
tionfroma sourcethat Kulendra

Upanishads tell us to unite, can’t leave anyone behind: Karan Singh

TrishaMukherjee
New Delhi, December 13

THAT IT is important for all
human beings tomove forward
together is a learning that In-
dlans have inherited from the

pur for alleg
hnksthhPalustam intelligence
operatives and sharing defence-
related documents with them.

Police said Kulendra
Sharma, who retired as a junior
warrant officer with the IAF in
2002 was arrested on charges

Sharma link

politician and

with Pakistani intelligence op-
eratives, sowearrested himand
theprobeison. Accordingtothe
preliminary investigation, we
found that some documents
were being shared with some
unknown persons. We are ver-

phﬂosopher Karan Singh said.
e ay ‘truth

nities is increasing in our so-
ciety, it shouldn’t happen. We
have seen that because of such
tensions how our country was
divided. We must be together
irrespective of religion, caste or
region. We can’t leave anyone

is one, the wise call it by many
names.” This is important be-
cause we cannot separate one
‘person or community. We must
unite, work(ogeﬂlerandbesuc

acts the iroriginality,” said Ad- in't
sovereignty, unityandintegrity ~ ditional SP, Sonitpur, Hari- | beanyhatred,” he said.
of India, waging waragainstthe ~ charan Bhumij. “Tension between commu-

on Bihar and the North East.
The languages at the centre of
the discourse during the festi-
val include Angika, Bajjika,
Bhojpuri, Maithili, Assamese,
and Bodo, among others.
‘While appreciating the initi-

language. One must remember
the importance of a language
doesnotdepend on the number
of people speaking it.”

“We must take this en-
lightenment from ancient Na-
landaand apply thoselearnings

and writer Pushpesh Pant, In-
dian-American author and
polyglot Muzaffer Ali Shamir,
historian Vikram Sampat,
Hindi writer Divya Mathur,
actor Sanjay Mishra, mytholog-
ist Devdutt Patnaik, and Kathak

The festival is being sup-
ported by, among other institu-
tions, NavaNalanda Mahavihara
and Nalanda University. “Na-
landawasatopglobal institution
for seven centuries and it was
where art and science blended

behind. Until we all unite, In-  ativeofbringinglanguagesper-  tomodern India. Prime Minister exponenl Shovana Narayan. be(zusewuhouuhax knowledge
dlass(rengvh whetherpolitical ~ ceived as peripheral into the  (Narendra Modi) is trying to do er Sonal Mans- . hesaid.
or will not be com- mamstream Singh noted the Lhat across sectorsbutitwillbe  ingh, the festival’s cultural am- Nalanda’s heritage will also
plete,” Singh said at the curtain racingall the ingthe bassador, notedthattheeventis  be celebrated through exhibi-
raiserofthe Nalanda Literature  languages in the country. ennresocxetymgemer o he said. a suepmwards decolonisation”. uons of ancient manuscripts,
Festival to be held in Rajgir Citing Urdu as an example, eeventy in “Thi Nalanda ing Tripitaka, a collec-
from December 21-25. whichhedescribedasa “beauti-  together over 50,000 partici- onceagainintherightspiritand  tion of sacred Buddhist scrip-
Conceived by festivaldirec-  ful language that very few pants,includingwriters, poets,  inthe right time, decolonising tures, and a Pali to Hindi dic-

tor Ganga Kumar, the event
aims at reviving the country’s
linguistic heritage with a focus

epaper.indianexpressmm.. .

people use these days”, he said,
“We can’t let Urdu disappear. It
is an important and a civilised

artists, translators, diaspora
5 e .

our minds. Modiji said we must

Vi
Top names include food critic

isahuge step towards that.”

tionary. Documentaries on
ancient Nalanda and Buddha
will also be screened.
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Distortion ofh

A
ACROSS THEAISLE
BY P CHIDAMBARAM
T ISTORY IS like the commons.
Any one can enter the commons

and write or re-write history —
A untilthe myths areblown by sub-

ment in the winter session. The party’s
speakers narrated their versnon of ‘history’;
it was distorted history — distory. The chief
distorian was the prime minister, Mr Nar-
endra Modi. To quote his words:

“Vande Mataram was composed at a
timewhen, after the1857 freedom struggle,
the British Empire was unsettled and im-
posed various pressures and injustices
uponIndia.... It wasthen that Bankim-da
issued achallenge, responding withgreater
force, and from that defiance Vande Mata-
ram was born...

AliJinnah
against Vande Mataram from Lucknow on

sequent research and study. Europeanthe-  October15,1937.Insteadoffirmlycountering Nooneraiseda
orists, and some copy-cat Indian historians, limLeague  controversy on
pomayed the Aryansasasupenor racewho  and condemning them, Jawaharlal Nehru, he -
di 5 g ! the two-stanza
1 cmhzed lands.  then Congress President, didnotre-affirm his 61l
It ilizati flour-  and the Congress pnr[y s commitment to “_atm" song
ished in many parts of India the Vande. since 1937.
Indo-Aryan movements: for example, ar- Just) Jin- Why now?
chaeological discoveries in Keezhadiand  nah’sopposition, on October 20,1937, Nehru Parliament
other places in Tamil Nadu have traceda  wrotealettertoNetaji Subhas Chandra Bose, dth
flourishing civilisation to 3500 BCE. agreeingwithJinnah’s sentiment... andthe
Christopher Columbus ‘discovered’ “...(Nehru said) Thave read the back- ~ governments

America was an early lesson in history that  ground of the Vande Mataram song. Ifeel  ought to be
weall learnt in school. It was inaccuratein  that this background may provoke Mus- concerned with
many ways; the land now called America  lims.” o
was populated by men and women for sev- “...Unfortunately, on October 26, 1937, the pressing
eral centuries before Columbus landed on  theCongress, compramiscd on VandeMata- pmblems of
the conti; Research ram, f ingitintheir decision...his-  the peoplein
North Vikings had reached Norf.h Amenca mzybems witnessthat the INCbowed before the present
nearly 500 years before Columbus. the Muslim League and acted under its p!

" " pressure, adopting a politics of appease- and onthe
Distorians abound ment...TheINChas become MMC (Muslim  ambitious

ithhis-  Leagu Mao Cnngress)". o goals of the

tory. The BJP (and thegovernment)accused MrAmit Shahsaid that dividing the na- ountryfor
the Congress of mutilating the National ~ tional song led to the politics of appease- countryjo
Song, Vande Mataram, and insisted ona  mentwhichledtoPartition. ltwasaleapof ~ the future

imaginati

day-long debate in both Houses of Parlia-

Vo ,L‘.
sy
- A
INSIDETRACK | By CooMIKAPOOR

MISSING SPLENDOUR

Avisit last month to the over 250-year-old palace built by
France in Puducherry for its Governor-Generals, which later
served as the Raj Niwas for the Union Territory’s Lieutenant
Governors, was an eye-opener. The stately rooms have been
stripped of the fabled furniture and artefacts accumulated by
the French over two centuries, including possibly some of the
treasurers looted by Governor-General Joseph Dupleix, who
occupied an earlier building at the samesite.

The missing include statues, ornate
French ed from Belgian mirrors,an-
tique Chinese vases,. azoo year-( old grand plano and pamungs,
including h
rock temple. The explanauou for the absent artelacls isthat the
building is unsafe as the foundation is sinking and the walls are
crumbling —a fact certified by IIT-Chennai and the PWD.

The Raj Niwas staff, however, offer vague explanations as to
wheretheabsent pieces are presently. One clarification is that the
furniture has already moved to the proposed new Raj Niwas,

yadistillery taffer suggest:
that the furniture remains in the original building, but a visit to
the premises belied the claim. The conscientious former L-G
Kiran Bedi, who officiated between 2016 and 2021, assigned an
intern to prepare a booklet detailing photographs and descrip-
tionsof all major artworks during her tenure. Many of the pieces
described in the brochure are no longer ondisplay.

Those in-charge of the mansion’s mtenors m recent years
seemtohavea lackofaest] the

d that even distorian:

will squirm in their seats.

Ashort history
Here isa brief time line of the song:
1870s Bankim Chandra Chatterjee wrote a few
stanzas of a hymn that remained unpublished.
1881 An expanded version of the poem was
included in the novel, Anandmath
1905 Rablndranam Tagore sang the poem

ding nationalist protest
Vande Mataram became a political slogan.
1908 Tamil poet Subramania Bharathi
immortalised the phrase Vande Mataram in his
poem Enthaiyum thayum... Bankim
Chatterjee’s song was on the lips of every
freedom fighter.
1930s Communal politics was on the rise, the
song became controversial.

28-09-1937 Rajendra Prasad wrote tu Sardar

istory, disdain for future

atameeting in Wardha in the presence of
Mahatma Gandhi.

The selection of a few verses for a na-
tional anthem or song is not unusual.
Jana Gana Mana, which is the
National Anthem, is an abridged version
of the fuller poem by Rabindranath Ta-
gore. National anthems of many countries
are abridged versions of longer songs.

Mr Modi carefully avoided the fact that
the RSS and the BJP’s predecessor had no
role loplay inIndi: i s Ereedom struggleorin
n.In
fact, the RSS did not raise Lhe national flag
for 52 yearsin its national headquarters.

Wrong priorities

No one raised a controversy on the
two-stanza national song since 1937. Why
now? Parliament and the governments
ought to be concerned with the pressing,
fthe people in the presentand

Patel raising
opposition to the song and suggesting that the
Congress's policy should be laid down. On the
eve of the meeting of the CWC, Netaji Bose
sought the advice of Tagore.

17-10-1937 Netaji Bose wrote to Jawaharlal
Nehru to discuss the song in the CWC
20-10-1937 Nehru wrote to Bose that the
controversy was manufactured by the
communalists and that he would discuss the
matter with Tagore and others.

26-10-1937 Tagore wrote to Nehru that the
first part of the song stood on its own and had
inspirational quality which was not offensive to
any religious community.

28-10-1937 CWC adopted the two stanzas of
the poem as the National Song.

JANUARY 1938 CWC reiterated the resolution

on the ambitious goals of the country for
the future.
China’s constituent bodies deba[e T0-

Debate AQI not
Vande Mataram

FiC - 7
FIFTHCOLUMN
BY TAVLEEN SINGH

HIS ingto beacritique of the dismal perform-

ance of the Leader of the Opposition in Parliament last

week. His intervention in the election reforms debate

left me baffled. He meandered from khadi and Kan-

jeevaram sarees y Vice-Cl d the evils of

the i Election C Itwasade-

pressing performance. But as I settled down to write this col-

umn, Rahul Gandhi popped up on a news channel, speaking

inthe Lok Sabha. This time, he raised the issue of air pollution
inourcities.

He said that this was a subject on which there could be no

disagreement between the government and the Opposition

botics, Artificial

benches. thatthe

Learning, the challenges of space, the
oceans and data, and how these will pro-
foundly transform human life on this
planet. India’s Parliament should be con-
cerned about the problems in the present
thatare poverty, education, healthcare, in-
frastructure, production of and access for
alltogoodsand services, financial stability,
trade deficit, climate change, and other
knowns. In the future, India’s challenges
will be growing inequality, population, in-
ternal migration, secularism, science and
technology, and other unknowns.
Distorting history is bad enough, dis-
dain for the future is unpardonable.

Vande Mataram: The musical
logic behind PM Nehru's choice

B \
HISTORY HEADLINE
BY SUANSHU KHURANA

THE days leading up to the Centre’s
decisiontostagea10-hour parliamen-
tary debate on Vande Mataram — a

nove perhaps heavily influenced by
poll prospects in West Bengal —an en-
semble of classical musicians performed
the country’s national song on the day of
its 150th commemoration.

PM Modi gave a speech right after, re-
visiting Jawaharlal Nehru’s decision to
drop two stanzas from the original Vande
‘Mataram by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee,
framingitasanactofappeasement toward
Muslim leaders, which, according to the
PM, “sowed the seeds of the division of the
nation”.

At this point, BJP members are asking
for, besides an apology from Congress and

of Vande. ,inclusion of

décormakesamockery ofthe building’s pastglory. Plastic chairs

were placed next to the few remaining French mantle clocks,

inktiles fi isi ii

tiles with European designs and along with the few remaining

Thanjavur pamung.s someone has hung atrocnous kusch
Th

the two paras dropped in 1937 and equal
status for the national song as the anthem
and the flag. The national song does have
the same status; only that the anthem has
legal backmv as there are mandatory

thein-
ventory of the artefac!s” Why should the treasures bx d

ning its performance.

Pandit harlal Neh

with

Tagore. WIKIPEDIA

kar’s composition in raag Kafi instead of
Desh, and sang it with all the stanzas and
not the truncated version, it is musically
irresistible.

Both Thakur and Paluskar (also the
founder of Gandharva Mahavidyalaya) at-
tached mainly Hindu roots to Hindustani
classical, notacknowledging the contribu-
tion of Muslim musicians and gharanas
properly. There are stories of Thakur pu-
rifying the stage by sprinkling Gangajal on
it to rid it of ‘unclean’ influences. A gifted
musician, he expressed admiration for fas-
cist leader Mussolini and his patronage of
the arts when he met the Italian leader in
Romein1930and sangfor him. Hewas also

But thestatusofa

by ini’s wife making a

between a building that is yet to be completely vacated and
another thatisstill incomplete? One wonders why the entire col-
lection could not have been temporarily housed in the museum
acrosstheroad, whick rydisplay of French heri-
tage. Unfortunately, the two L-Gs who succeeded Bedi, Dr Ta-
milisai Soundararajan and Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan,
stayed at the Raj Niwas only briefly as Puducherry was an addi-
tional temporary charge and Telangana their principal respon~
sibility. Present L-G K Kai oncePMModi:

viser as Gujarat CM, took charge only late last year. Shortly after
hejoined, he was informed that the building was unsafe and he
shifted his family to residential quarters in the building under

ion, though hestill ions from the Raj Niwas.

SISTER OUTSHINES BROTHER
There isnear wgteement evenin Lhe Congxess that Priyanka

G: other Herspeeches
inHindi, clutclmxgnot&sforrefemuce resonatewnmaudxenca
mit! andJP

tance for her Wayanad consmuency Pnyanka is an active

member of y d friendly

with fellow board. I Rahul i

sthf and smndofﬁsh with the ruling party. His choice of issues
ft speeches are his

weakness, beit hlS reﬁam about the Adani-Ambani monopoly

or“votechori”. Aﬁer ) o, Modithat

Indiahad i

the US President’s desmpuon of the Indian economy as “dead”,
obhvxous Lhat he was not merely mocking Modi but i

the inherent idea that it is still a combmaA
tionof melody, lyricsand rhythm, and isto
besungand performed. The musical struc-
ture of Vande Mataram, whichissetin the
evening raag Desh, comes with melodic
lines that rest on emotional adornments.
Onecan hear these in Pandit Bhimsen
Joshi’s voice as he sang it at the 50th an-
niversary of India’s Independence. The
emotion was intact even when Pandit
Omkarnath Thakur crooned it on All
IndiaRadio early on August 15,1947 — In-
dia’s first day as an independent nation.
Even though he chose his guru DV Palus-

vegetarian meal for him —agesture hetold
music critic BVK Shastry about.
If one looks at the performance of the
during the ion
celebration of Vande Mataram last
month, it was often off-key. But the failure
was not theirs. It lay in the architecture of
the melody. Its melodic backbone is not
inherently built on rhythm. Itisharderto
navigate for an orchestra but it works
splendidly in the solitude of asingle voice.
It moves like a lament, reminding us of
the freedom struggle. Not like an an-
themic march.

Desh is completely unlike the bright,
morning raag Bilawal with all shuddh
(natural) notes, in which Rabindranath Ta-
gorecomposed Jana Gana Mana. Notonly
does the tune structure scream alignment
with its staccato metre, it also has one

almostlikeabuilding

rules of this debate should be that there would be no accusa-
tions hurled at each other about who did what and when. They
should concentrate aproblem that. na-
tional health emergency.

Totell you thetruth, I nearly fell off my chair whenIheard
him finally raise an issue that will resonate with ordinary In-
dians. So far, he has lost elections not because of votes being
stolen, but because he has raised mostly issues that have been
pointed personal attacks on the Prime Minister. In the 2019
Lok Sabha election, he accused Modi of taking bribes in the
Rafale deal. Through that campaign, he and his sister wan-
dered about waving a toy fighter jet, making the point that the
“chowkidar” was a “chor”. In last year’s Lok Sabha election,
he acopy of the Constitution at hi i dsaid that
he was doing this to assure voters that he would save it from
Modi. In state elections since then, he has banged on about
votes being stolen. He appears not to have noticed that Modi
is Prime Minister because it is his personal charisma that the
BJP has used to win elections.

‘When Rahul made “vote chori” the main issue in Bihar, he
showed that he had no idea of the history of elections in our
pooreststate. Noideaatall that before EVM machines came to
be used, ballot boxes were routinely looted from strongrooms
and polling booths were controlled by criminals. It surprised
nobody, except himand his courtiers, that voters remained im-
pervious to his demand that the Prime Minister resign on the
grounds that he had stolen elections. In Hindi, the slogan was
catchy “Votechor, ”, but you need ek
slogans to win elections.

It is my fervent hope that Rahul Gandhi now raises many
morereal issues. It isnotjust the air of our cities that is polluted,
almost everything else as well. In Delhi, there are mountains

of i -

which has various communities living in
its different homes. Just like a nation. It is
balanced, even ifjust for 52 seconds, allow-
ing India to stand together in attention in
the same key easily. That Bilawal is also
to the Western major: i\
it a universality of sound across borders
and regions. It is also perhaps why it was
chosen over Vande Mataram.

In his “Note to the Cabinet’, dated May
21,1948, during discussions over national
symbols, Nehru wrote, “Vande Mataram
‘was associated with the struggle for our
freedom. Hence it is bound to continue as
a favourite national song which revives
poignant memories,” adding that music-
wise itwas “plaintive, mournful and repeti-
tive”.

“The music of the National Anthem is,
therefore, themost i factor. Ana-

phere and ncbody has managed todo. anylhmg about thisde-

ilines. Nobody lean the filthy
water of the Yamuna despite thousands of crore rupees of tax-
payers’ money being poured into “cleaning” this river. Then
there is the ugly truth that most Indian cities look like slums.
‘Why? If poorer countries in south-east Asia have managed to
handle problems of urbanisation, why is it so hard for India to
follow their best practices?

There are other issues that should be at the top of the Op-
position’s list of priorities. Since Modi became Prime Minister,
there has been more investment in roads, airports, ports and
other infrastructure than ever before. What has not happened
isinvestment in human beings. Government schools remain
as bad as they were under Congress rule, as do
government hospitals and, instead of investing in these
things, the BJP has now discovered the art of buying votes
with welfare schemes that materialise miraculously
on the eve of elections. If anyone tells you that in Bihar, the
Rs10,000 that women were given just before voting did not
makea hugedi donotbelieve them. In Maharashtra,

tional anthem is to be full of life as well as
dignityand itshould be capable of being ef-
fectively played by orchestras, big and
small, and by military bands and pipes. It
isto be played not: onlymlndia butabroad
andshould b preci-
ated inboth these places.Jana: GtmaMana
appearsto satisfy these tests,” he wrote.

speaking, this is y
on point. Vande Mataram is sung to a
mother; thelatter toa republic. One prom-
isesintimacy, the other permanence. Both
areand have been beloved in this country.
‘The BJP would do well to grasp that Vande
Mataram is secure, that removing the
paras was an inclusive decision in 1937,
while adding the paras now will be es-
pecially divisive. There are more urgent
issues tobesolved in India. The dignity of
Vande Mataram, whichis in place, is defi-
nitely not one of them.

The writer is Senior Assistant Editor,
The Indian Express

it was the same story with the gift of Rs 1,500 a month to
our ‘beloved sisters’. Money for distributing largesse
comes out of funds that would be much better spent on im-
proving the abysmal conditions in which most Indians are
forced tolive.

‘Why doissuesthatdirectly impact people’s lives not get de-
bated in Parliament? Frankly, I did not see the point of the
Vande Mataram debate. The Prime Minister led the debate by
saying that because young people needed to become ac-
quainted with the history and power of the song of our: freedom

that y.Ifthe Pri
hadaninterestin Indian popular music, he would have noticed
that young people are very familiar with the song. On India’s
50th birthday in 1997, A R Rahman released an album called
‘Vande Mataram’,

In this album, the song in which he uses Vande Mataram
to praise our beloved motherland became such amega hit that
itcontinues to be the song most identified with Rahman. I re-
member that it came out on August 12, 1997, and on Indepen-
dence Day, three days later, I was at a dinner party in Delhi
where we listened to it all night and like good Indian patriots
danced toittill dawn. The debate in Parliament was meaning-
less especially when there are so many more important issues
that need to be discussed. Like our filthy air.

Theunhappiness of the voungliberal

TUDY AFTER study in the West has

shown, people whoidentify as politi-

cally liberal have lower levels of hap-

‘piness and psychological well-being
than Conservatives. The demarcation be-
tween the two categories in the US applies,
‘broadly, toIndiatoo. Li

ential angst that their country’s politics is
organised around fealty to a great leader.
Scan the data more closely, it turns out
'young, liberal, working women, are the un-
happiest demographic. Economic freedom
and #MeToo created awareness on gender
equality, butth il far

tolerantand

hand, Priyankain her Par- realities,

liamentspeech onOpemnon Sindoor, wasrestrained, raisingthe while a conservative mindset cares more
pertinent point that: beacc securit about traditi inding values.
lapses that permitted terrorists to enter Baisaran Valley. It stands to reason that anyone preoc-
cupied with myriad problems like castein-

DANCING WITHENEMY equa]lty, comlpnon and air pollution will
The growi with Rahul’s ipisre- than someon stoically
flected in usually meek C: notshy of] wing the world

publicly consorting with his pet target, billionaire Gautam
Adani. In Bhopal, Digvijay Singh attended the wedding of the
director of an Adani company, while Sushil Kumar Shinde
posed with the controversial industrialist at his own grand-
daughter’s wedding. Telangana’s Congress CM Revanth Reddy
is reportedly working on deals with both the Adanis and Am-
banis. Meanwhile, Congress allies Supriya Sule and Mahua
Moitradanced on stage together with BJP MPKangana Ranaut
to the Bollywood song ‘Deewangi Deewangi’ at former Con-

turned-BJPMP Jindal’

edding.

is what itis. And gets on with it. Indeed,

there is wisdom in accepting what can’t be
changed, something like the lyrics of the
1990s hitsong, Don't Worry, Be Happy: “In
life we have some troubles but when you
worry you make it double.” That attitude
makes everything a lot simpler because
we'reall driven, to someextent, by the pur-
suitof happiness. Butwhois finding it? Not
the dreamy progressive, beset with exist-

behind. One of Delhi’s top marriage brokers
told meadivorced, 30-something man feels
entitled to pursue a never-married 28-year-
old, and his chances remain good. But adi-
vorced 30+woman’soptions foraman of cor-
responding calibre are far fewer. Despite
financial sticcess and educanon, thedirec-
tionof their

ket forces, soit’shardly surprising thatliberal
‘women everywhere harbour a profound
sense of disillusionment. Perhaps, the way
forward is to acknowledge that equality be-
tween the sexes is a cruel myth. One has to
wonder, does domestic bliss mean women
simply keel over and go back to making the
sacrifices a previous generation did to keep
mamages afloat?Which was, bluntly, to put

dsofmen

‘Where does this leave the romantic

I’s hard to thrive while severely curtail-
ing aspects of oneself, even if research sug-

non-conformist who values truth over

gests marriage and

devoutn ined pa-

contribute

triotism? De forsure. Theliberal

greatly India

of the few societies where arranged mar-
riages are the norm rather than the excep-
tion, and if examined closely the very con-
cept is aligned with down-to-earth,
Conservative principles. Maturity means
recognising the world won't reorder itself

must take solace in Byron’s words, that
those who know the most, mourn the deep-
est. It takes courage to disregard a basic
human instinct, toseekcertainty inaworld
that offers none. In fact, the truth, far from
setting one free hurts [o exn the meta-

based on ourexpectations. Sc

tr po
in religion, political views and economic
backgrounds — a sound and sensible ap-
proach, except it requires people to shut
down their minds, stop questioning in-
herited beliefs and obediently follow the li-
miting moral standard that has existed for
centuries. The thinking rightly goes, nobody
gets everything they want; the beaten path
isatleast comtomng!y predlctable Maybe,
thesecretto howto
livewhenwhat wedesire, and what actually
is, lie frustratingly far apart. A hark back to
that great Indian aphorism, “to adjust”.

epaperjndianexpress.eom.. .

physical orydoesn't
exactly make for happiness. The thinkeris
never guaranteed peace of mind. Clarity
comes only after much meandering into
contradictory ideas and opinions but one
may discover something far richer; that
(wistful) intellectual awareness adds
hugely to a meaningful existence if not a
blissfully happy one. In an age shadowed
by the clash of civilisations, we understand
the dangers of systemic exclusion and the
either/or binary. In actuality, the world is
largeenough to honour the many different
ways people choose to live.
Thewriterisdirector, Hutkay Films
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AMENDMENT TO ALLOW PRIVATE PARTICIPATION IN NUCLEAR SECTOR

Cabinet nod to key amendment

Anil Sasi
New Delhi, December13

THE NDA government has
cleared the Atomic Energy Bill,
2025, one of the key amend-
mentsbeingreadied tooverhaul
acouple of overarching legisla-
tions governing the country’s
atomicenergy sector.

The Cabinet clearance Fri-

th
ment to move legislative
amendments during the last

of Nuclear Energy
for Transforming India
(SHANTT) Bill, as the rebadged

FILE
government official had told
The Indian Express that India’s
move to look outwards for col-

sels stage tO ()pen llp N-poOwWer

the provisionsin India’ for: upofIndia’
liability law called the Civil Lia-  nuclear sector.
bility for Nuclear Damage Act,

7 Baseload concerns

2010 (CLNDA), which sought to
create a mechanism for com-
pensating victims from dam-

‘This renewable surge of the
lastdecade in Indiais comingat

PSUs eye JVs with states
toovercome land hurdles
in large solar proj jects

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, December13

PSU COMPANIES are increas-
ingly turning to joint ventures
(JVs) with state governments

ages caused by a nuclear acci-  acost,asgrid and related entities to navigate
dent, and allocatif and  ingout. rapidex- land acquisition
specifying procedures for com- i intheab- i power
pensation. But it has subse- senceofenergy projects. Land i it
quentlybeencitedasanimpedi-  isnowresultinginincreasingin- | and solar power projects have
ment by foreign equipment  stabilityinitspowergrid duethe | to compete with food security
vendorssuch asUS-based West-

inghouse Electric and French

vagaries associated with green

and conservation needs to se-

power — not power

a ission before the Parlia-

mentary standing committee
onenergy. Under the JV model,
state governments take equity
stakes and, in return, facilitate

Aspartofthe JVroute,
facilitate land availabili

for solar

comes, helping smoothen land
acquisition.

“We bring the project ex-
pertise and the investment,
while the state provides the
land. Since land is a state sub-
ject, working together allows us
tomonetisetheland which was

week of the Winter Sessionin  legislation hasbeen named —  laborationsonnuclearisdriven  nuclear company EDF (Areva the
Parhament These are aimedat comesamid the country’splan  bytwoclear policy imperatives: ~ earlier), on the grounds thatit ~ windisnotblowing. Thisiscom-
tomic Energy Act add 100 giga- forbaseload *liability  pounded by thescalingdown of
1962 to enable private com- wanelecmc (GWe)ofnuclearca- I-fired capac- provision thermal expansion, a critical
panies to enter nuclear power  pacity by2047 up fromthecur-  itytotideovertheli i ight of fthe d tothegrid dur-
plant operations in India. Con-  rentinstalled nuclearcapacityof ~ renewables; and, moreimpor-  operator. Underthisanuclear ing evenings in summer
sequently, private playerscould  under 8 GWe. The US hasthe  tantly, the need for capital. planr operator would typically  months, when solar generation
takea minority equity exposure  highest operational nuclear ca- Thisi i isation such as the state- ipsand ds d ins hi;
ofupto49percentinupcoming  pacity of 100 GWe, followed by  that India’s existing nuclear owned Nuclear Power Corp of
nuclear power projects. France (65GWe) and China (S8  technology — its mainstay India Ltd while the suppliers SMRPuSh
The move could also poten-  GWe). Pressurised Heavy Water Reac-  could include foreign reactor In the civil nuclear sector,
tially set the stage for foreign For this, the Centrehad also  tortechnology —hassomescal- ~manufacturers, but also do- NewDelhiisnowpushingSMRs
companies, in collaboration announced the settingupofa  ability issues. The official indi- mestic equipment suppliers — advanced nuclear reactors
with global sovereign wealth ~ Nuclear Energy Mission forthe cated that foreign funds, suchasL&T or Walchandnagar  with about a third of the gener-
funds, toinfuseequityintothese  research and de i i vereign i ating capacity of most tradi-
projects. Hitherto, atomic (R&D)ofSmall Modular Reac-  West Asia, have expressed early Foreign vendors, both in-  tional nuclear power reactors
energy has been one of India’s  tors(SMR)withanoutlay interest to put in capital ~ volvedintl islandand  butcan producea
most closed sectors. The legal  of to part-finance India’s  the conventional parts of an  oflow-carbon electricity —asa
amendmentsarebeingseenasa  Rs 20,000 crore. It has stated objectivestoscale  atomic power project, havecited  technology of promise that can
reform push that could help targeted at least five in- up nuclear power, in-  thisspecific provisionoftheop-  help in industrial decarbonisa-
ial poten- i y di D [ cluding gettingintothe  erators’ ‘right of recourse’asa  tion, including a determined
tial of the Indo-US civil nuclear ~ SMRs that will be oper- manufacturing value reasonforworriesaboutinvest-  hard sell of the country’s ability

deal, nearly two decades after it
was inked. New Delhi is also
keen to package this as part of a
broader trade and investment
outreach with Washington DC,
which could eventually culmi-
natewithatrade pactthatiscur-
rently under negotiation.

Scaling-up n-power
The approved Atomic

Energy Bill, 2025 — or the Sus-
tainable Harnessing and Ad-

ationalised by 2033. The
amendments cleared by the
Cabinet are ]Jkely to cover core

chain of SMRs. Small
modular reactors are increas-

inginIndia’s nuclearsectordue
to l'ear of incurring future liabil-

ingl for

ityinth of anuclearaccx—

to assume a leadership role in
the dissemination of this tech-
nology.

nuclear activi asexplo-
ration of atomic minerals, fuel
fabrication, equipment manu-
facturing, and aspects of plant
operations, whilealso involving
the private sector in R&D of nu-
clear technologies for civil use,
such as for the development of
SMRs. Ahead of the amend-
ments being moved, a senior

nuclear -
mercially competmve option
intothe future.

The groundwork to build
political took time

dent. Worl

capping liabilities above a cer-
tain limit and a state-backed
ﬁmdpoolasabackstopaxebemg
The new amend-

and resulted intheamendments
being pushed to the Winter

ments aim to tweak and align
the two dumesnc leglslauons

to
load power, especially for tar-
geted applications such as data
centres, that could give grid op-
eratorssome degree of flexibility
and offeramore carbon-neutral
base load generation option,

Session from the
Session. The other expected

amendmententailsan easingof

with legal i globally,
addressmg festering investor
concerns and setting the stage

How aviation sector is tackling rise in
GPSjamming and spoofing incidents

Sukalp Sharma - The number of GPSsignal  bulkofinstancesexperienced by
New Delhi, December13 o GPSINTERFERENCE  losseventsjumped220percent aircraft are deliberate.

between 2021 and 2024, as per GNSSorGPSspoofingisade-
INCIDENTSOFGPS(GlobalPo- @ Jamming involves overpower- the data from Global airline liberate act that involves trans-
sitioningSystem)orglobalnavi-  ing GNSS receivers with strong trade IATA's Global jttis i i
gation satellite systems (GNSS) vadlu mlevferenca renderingthe  Aviation Data Management nalstodeceive the receiver into
interference — ji ing and ion tempor- Flight DataeXchange. believing that the aircraft posi-
spoofing of signals — have arilyunusable. Whileit can be ac- . tion, time, or both, are not
surged in recent years, raising ~ cidental, abulk of instancesare GNSSinterference wrong, This could cause abnor-
concerns regarding safeand ef-  deliberate. AircraftdependonGNSSfor  malbehaviourby certainaircraft
ﬂc)emﬂ.xghtopemuonsyoba]ly position, navigation,andtiming ~ systems, and unwarranted
To be sure, these i are ®CN: fingis a delibs (PNT) information, key toair-  warnings—Ilikethatof terrainor
common and even expectedin  actthati jtti craft. auuau lowaltitude— in
airspace over and around con-  counterfeit Isto The GPS  the cockpit. Spoofing tells the

flict zones and tense interna-
tional borders. However, such
incidents are also increasingly
being witnessed in other re-
gions.

Earlier this month, the Min-
istryof Civil Aviation (MoCA) in-
formed the Parliament that such
incidents were reported in the
vicinity of the Delhi airport, and
reports are also being received
from other major airports like
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hydera-
bad, Chennai, Kolkata,and Am-
ritsar. Except for Amritsar,

deceive thereceiver into believ-
ing that the aircraft position or

is the most popular GNSS. But
there are other GNSS as well,

time, or both, are not what they suchas Europe’s Galileo, Russia’s
are supposed to be GLONASS, and China’s BeiDou.

GNSS mclude ground infra-
G lsakeychal- ite constella-
lengethal theglobalaviationin-  tionsthat pruvnde PNT mfom]a-
dustry hasbeen ingwith.  tionbyc

Despite mitigation measures,
fallbacks, and redundancies to

of a signal receiver. Aircraft are
eqmpped with these recelvers
just

aircraft it is where it is not sup-
posed to be. It can create con-
fusion in the cockpit.

‘While theoretically, such in-
terference could posea credible
threat to flight safety, pilots are
adequately trained to identify
jamming or spoofing, and react
calmlyand methodically, essen-
tially by cross-referencing the

prevent harm to
flightsafety from these interfer-
ences, itisariskthat i 1s clear and
present, 1

and vehicles equipped with
navigational aids. While these
igl fac-

Spoofing and jamming of

curacy, satellite navigation sig-

faulty GNSS datawith indepen-
dentdatafromothersystemson
the aircraft and on the ground,
and air traffic control inputs.
They can then switch to other

which is close to the India-Pak- therefore, vul- nawgauonal aids and systems
i where in disrupt , lead to mis- e, of the GNSS. In
enceisnotuncommon,suchoc-  routing of aircraft, and reduce Aircraft GNSS interference  some extreme cases, though,
currences at other key Indian  thedistancebetweenaircraft. As ~ can broadly be classified into  suchinterferencehasresultedin
i i per aviationregulator ~ two categories — jammingand  rerouting and even diversion of
Aviation sector insiders say, EASA GNSS mtenerence has  spoofing. Putsimply, jamming  flights. According to experts,
such incidents have risen in re- safetyrisk,  invol ingGNSSre-  since modern aircraft have
centmonthsinIndia,anditslar-  particularly in geographical ceivers with strong radiointer- —multiplesensorsand waystoes-
gestandbusiestairportinDelhi  areassurroundingconflictzones ~ ference, rendering the equlp— tablish Lhelr position, speed and
hasbeenakeytarget. November  and theeastern Mediterranean, —ment’s navigation altitude,
particularly saw a number of ~ West Asia, Baltic Sea, and the  unusable. While it can beacci- ~ sourcesattheirdisposalto 1dent
GPS spoofing incidentsaround ~ Arctic, whereitcanincreasethe  dental and unintended, orare-  ifythe correct PNT data.
the Delhi airport, itis learnt. workload of pilotsandairtraffic ~ sult of natural causes like solar FULLREPORTON
Indiaisnotalonethough,as  controllers. storms interrupting signals, a WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

© SUPPLY OF H200 CHIPS HAS BEEN A MAJOR CONCERN FOR CHINESE CLIENTS

‘Nvidia may increase H200 chip output’

to thermal gener-
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ation.

land forprojectde-  lying ised for years,”
velopment. the official said.

ini approachto Queries were sent to
the PSC, NTPC Green Energy  the Ministry of New and Re-

Ltd (NGEL)said, “In the model
we have come up with, we have
taken steps tomove forward by
forming ajoint venture with the
state government.”

“We are doingjoint ventures
with Rajasthan, Andhra Pra-
desh, Madhya Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra and Chhattisgarh.
There will be participation
ranging from 26 per cent to 49
percent, the State will help with
theland,” itadded.

Atleast three PSUs — Na-
tional Hydroelectric Power Cor-
poration (NHPC), Satluj Jal Vi-
dyutNigam (SJVN),and NGEL
— have floated such state-spe-
cificJVstoset upsolar projects

newable Energy (MNRE),
NHPC, SJVN and NGEL. Re-
peated attempts to reach them
through messages and email
did not elicit any response till
the time of filing this report.
The PSC on energy, in its re-
cently released report, noted
thatsuch JVsallow better coor-
dination with state govern-
ments on land-related appro-
vals and disputes, reducing
litigation and avoiding long
pre-construction delays.

Land acquisition
challenges

Land acquisition is one of
the important steps in the

REUTERS FILE

missions by the MNRE to the
parliamentary panel, there will
be a requirement of between
14-2 million hectares ofland to
harness the country’s full po-
tential. However, land acquisi-
tion has become the biggest
hurdle in realising the
country’s solar capacity given
India’s limited availability of
surplus land. In August, a
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral of India (CAG) report also
flagged that the primary reason
for the non-establishment of
the required capacity of solar
projects was the non-availabil-
ity of the required land or de-
lays in land acquisition.

The MNRE informed the
parliamentary standing com-
mittee that much of the land
suitable for solar projects over-
laps with agriculturally produc-
tive or ecologically sensitive
areas, putting it in direct com-
petition with food security and
conservation needs. This was
further compounded by frag-
mented land ownership and
legal hurdles associated with

acrossthe country. Aseniorof-  timely of utility-
ficial fromoneof the: i itrequires
tor undertakings (PSUs) [Old vast tracts of contiguous land.
The Indian Express that part-  Autility-scalesolar installation
nering with states through JVs  typically requires around 4-7

givesthe latter a direct stake in

‘India engaged with
Mexico over tariff hike’

New Delhi: India is engaged
with Mexicooveritsdecision to
unilaterally raise tariffs on a
number of productsto find mu-
tually beneficial solutions,
evenas New Delhi reserves the
right to take appropriate
measures to safeguard the in-
terests of its exporters, an offi-
cial said Saturday.
Theseduties areannounced
against countries that do not
have FTAs with Mexico, includ-
ing India, China, South Korea,
Thailand and Indonesia. The
official said India, in fact, was
engaged with Mexico during
theinitial tablingof abill in this

tariffs.

toworkcc

acres of land per megawatts

ionand levies.
Notably, land is a state sub-
ject, so, the compensation and
levies vary from state to state,
dependingon the District Level
Committee rates. FULLREPORTON

project execution and out- (MW). According to sub- WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
*BRIEFLY
Income Tax ‘Leaning toward
Indian exports from the new dept ﬂags bOgUS WaISh, Hassett tO
. . 3 5
e favauesisparmersy | d0MAtioNclaims  lead Fed: Trump
with Mexico and stands ready | New Delhi:Thel-T depart- Washington: US President
i toward = ment sending Donald Trump said
astableand balanced tradeen- | SMSandemailadvisoriesto  Friday he has narrowed
vironment that benefits busi- | taxpayersaftertheCBDTob-  hissearch foranew
nesses and consumers inboth | served huge amounts of Federal Reserve chair.
countries,” th ial added. hr‘ t Trump said heisleaning
Bothth toward either former Fed
ing to start negotiations fora | political parties, charitable Governor Kevin Warsh or

free trade agreement, and
terms of reference to initiate

institutions and reduced tax
obligations, the Finance

National Economic Council
Director Kevin Hassett to

the talks formally are expected | Ministry said Saturday. PTI lead the Fed next. REUTERS
to be finalised soon.
Experts said [hat (he rrade
will helpi —
ATR

dian campames from thesetar-

regard. The ofIndiain  iffs, which 1under
Mexicoraised theissuewiththe  pressuretoalignwiththeUSon
Ministry of Economy on Sep- i ing tari inst China
tember 30, itself, seeking

special concessions to shield

@  CATTLE FEED PLANT JODHPUR (RAJ.)
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and prevent trans-shipment to
ica. PTI

against following enquiry numbers on Partial Turnkey basis.

(&) P) KARNATAKA POWER TRANSM'SSION CORPORATION LlMITED

4 (CIN I.WJW?KMMSGCIIZSH‘)

y
mode for the following works

Enquiry Nos. / Name of the Work

1. KPTCL/2025-26/SS/WORK_INDENT3089

Cattle Feed Plant, Jodhpur

it 1 o &

sr- ‘Name of Tender Trtmated UBNNo. Establishing 2x20MVA, 66/11kV sub station at
[ Value (K

01 | Supply of Experienced Skiled Manpower for | 180.00 5T | COFZSZ6SLRCOTSTT

LILO Line fora drstance of 3.98km using HPC Conductor in

02 Supply of Formaldehyde

05006 _|_CDF2526GRCO131.

Taluk, Tt

District.

03

3200G1@ | COFZ526GLRCOT313

faum @ dawrge
http//eproc.rajasthan.gov.in T ST T 7

an

T SToTaiTs Ua SIatS (i ST a W @41 B ARG, (VAT I 1 70 [
www.sarasmilkfed.rajasthan.go;
Hrate 3 e o

n, SPP Portal U7
|

NMDC LIMITED

nment of India Enf

an’, 10-3-311/A,

Masab Tank, Hyderabad — 500 028
L13100AP1958G0I001674

rprises)
tie Hills,

2. KPTCL/2025-26/SS/WORK_INDENT3084

Mulbagilu Taluk, Kolar District.

Establishing 2x20MVA, 66/11kV sub-station at N Vaddahalli
with associated 66kV LILO Line for a distance of 0.635km in

3. KPTCL/2025-26/SS/WORK_INDENT3083

Establishing 2x20MVA, 66/11kV sub-station at Bennavara
with associated 10.733kms 66kV SC line & 66kV line Terminal

b-stati

bay at ing 66/11kV

Kolar District

in KGF Taluk,

WORKS DIVISION, CONTRACTS DEPARTMENT
E-Tender Notice (Open Tender Enquiry for Domestic Bidding)
Tender Enquiry No.: HO(Works)/NCL/Dep-42025298  Dated 13.12.2025
NMDC Limited, A “NAVARATNA" Public Sector Company under Ministry of
Steel, Govt. of iIndia, on behalf of NMDC-CMDC Ltd(A IV of NMOC Lrd & CMDC
Ltd) invites onfine bids through MSTC Portal from experienced domestic
bidders for the work of ‘Hiring of Plant & Mining Machineries for working in)
Bailadila iron Ore Deposit-4 Mine of NMDC-CMOC Limited for 31.95 Lakh
Tonne of ROM and 22.27 Lakh Tonne of Waste / Low Grade iron Ore in two)

Reuters after the story was published. Wednesday, as the US Al chxp excavation, Crushing & Screening, Weighment, stacking at designated
Santa Clara, December13 Major Chinese firms mclud~ leader is focused on e ofkon Ore
nV'DlA ing Afoubaiid By it Tt ;w;::uwmuwm' Rs.142.68 Crores (including GST). T
NVIDIA _HAS told Chin_ese already reached out to !\Ivldla upcoming Rubin lines. SUPPLY | | geraiied MiT and Bid documents [:‘ 5 ot 7 /\‘,m m)m:
clients it is evaluating adding this week about purchasingthe  of the chips has been amajor | 13,12 2025 to 03.01.2026 from following website links;
production capacity for its H200and concem for Chi i and | |1 NMDC website nmdc
powerful H200 Al chips after ~ Nvidia logo atits headquarters orders, Reuters reported Wed- theyhave reached outtoNvidia | |2 central Public portal
ordersexceeded itscurrentout-  in California. FILE esday. However, king clarity, i 3pp and search tender through tender enquiry number
put level, according to two remam, as the Chinese  govern- Aspartofitsbriefing, Nvidia | [3. MSTC Portal portal https://
sources briefed on the matter. new capacity, oneofthesources  ment has yet any i idl For accessing the bid document from MSTC portal, bidders to visit MSTC
The move comes after US  said.T inedtc h f the H200. currentsupplylevels,saidoneof | |website (use Microsoft Edge browser for compatibility) and search Tender
President Donald Tr on asthedi i private, Chinese officials convened  thefirsttwopeople, withoutpro- | [£¥e Mo NMOC AND SSM DER4)
Tuesday the US government “We are managing our emergency meetingsonWed- vidingaspecific number. s SG0rS A M T Sututin Thaw Bl GhSaw SOuils MIC farit
> B¢ z y 259 The details of submission of bid through oniine are given in NIT. The Bidders
would allow Nvidia to export ~ supply chain to ensure that nesdaytodiscussthematterand The H200 went into mass | |on regular basis are required to visit the NMDC's website / CPP Portal / MSTC
H200 processors, its second- hcensed sales of the H200 to  willdecidewhethertoallowitto ~ deployment last yearandisthe | |Portal for corrgendum, if any, at a future date.
fastest Al chips, toChi dcol- inChina  beshipped intoChina,saidone  fastest Al chip in Nvidia’s pre- | [ror further clarification, the following can be contacted -
lect a 25 per cent fee onsuch  willhave noimpactonourabil-  of the twosourcesand athird  vious Hopper generation. GM (Mining), NCL at +916281740955 or CED, NCL at +919425266334,
sales. Demand forthechipfrom ity to supply customersinthe  source. Very limited quantities Thechipismanufacturedby | |, contracts @nmede o in
Chinese firmsissostrongthat  US,” an Nvidia spokesperson  of H200 chips are currentlyin  TSMC using its 4nm manufac- For and on behalt of NMDC Ltd
Nvidiais i adding saidina toReuters  production, Reuters reported  turing process technology. Executive Director (Works)

4. KPTCL/2025 DRK_INDENT3087
Establishing 2x20MVA, 110/11kV sub-station at
Ammanaghatta with associated 110kV SC LILO line for a
distanceof 4.1kmin Gubbi Taluk, Tumakuru District

5. KPTCL/2025-26/SS/WORK_INDENT3088
Establishing 1x12,5 MVA semw sub-station at Padakallu
SCline fora dist:

of 24.141km in Madikeri Taluk, Kodagu District and
construction of 01(One) No. of Terminal Bay at 66/11kV
Murnadu sub-station (Work Under Progress) in Virajpete
Taluk, Kodagu District.

The bids will be received through electronic tendering mode
only. The details regarding participation in the E-tendering
process can be obtained by logging on to KPTCL website

.gov.in with hyperiink “E Procurement
KPTCL" or https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on or after
19.12.2025 @ 15:00hrs. Last date & time for receipt of Bids
12.01.2026 @ 15:00hrs. Any extension of Due date for Bid
submission will be intimated in the Karnataka Public
Procurement portal. Any details required in this regard can also
be obtained from the office of the undersigned during office
hours.
All Corrigendum/Addendums shall be noticed by the bidders
before the last date of submission of the Bids.

Sd/- Chief Engineer, Electy.
Tendering & Procurement, KPTCL

A.R.Circle, 60

9th Floor, Indhana Bh:

epaperjndianexpress.eom.. .
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How mangroves’ cells help plants survive in saltwater

Divya Gandhi

Saltwater would kill most
plants, but it cannot fell
the ancient mangroves
species distinct for their
giant stilt roots. So how do
they survive on brine? In-
ternational  researchers
and authors of a new paper
in Current Biology have
delved into their cells and
discovered what makes
mangrove shrubs and trees
so different from all other
terrestrial plants.

The scientists identified

cell traits that are critical to
tolerating a surge in saltwa-
ter as climate change raises
sea levels. And this could
also help create plants, es-
pecially agricultural crops,
to survive in salty water.
“This work reveals that
just a few simple cell traits
are critical to tolerating the
extreme conditions expe-
rienced by some of the
most distinctive and resi-
lient plants in the world,”
said Adam Roddy, a co-
author and assistant pro-
fessor in New York Univer-

sity’s department of envi-

ronmental studies.
Mangroves have evolved

30 times over the last 200

ment cells and thicker cell
walls, which together give
them more mechanical
strength to tolerate low os-

million years as they adapt-  motic potentials.
ed to saltwater.
The scientist: lysed  “Variety of mec
34 mangroves species and ~ Different groups of man-
across 17 plant familiesand ~ groves use a variety of me-

found that, compared to
their inland relatives, man-
groves do mot exhibit
smaller or more stomata to
enable higher photosyn-
thetic rates. Mangroves ho-
wever have unusually
small leaf epidermal pave-

chanisms. To exclude salt,
some species have roots
with a waxy layer inside
that’s able to filter out most
of the salt, Dr. Roddy told
The Hindu. “This requires
them to create a lot of ten-
sion to essentially ‘pull’ the

water out of solution and
into their bodies. Other
species will take up a lot of
salt, but then they concen-
trate the saltwater and se-
crete it out of their leaves
through specialised
tissues.”

Mangroves are special
as they’re able to tolerate
high amounts of salt and
live along coasts, also pro-
tecting them against ero-
sion, and they provide
habitats for both sea ani-
mals and birds. Given so
much of the world’s popu-

lation lives along coasts,
these functions directly be-
nefit humans, Dr. Roddy
said.

The study offers strate-
gies to engineer salt-tole-
rant plants by manipulat-
ing cell size and cell wall
properties.

“If we want to manipu-
late plants,” Dr. Roddy
said, “then focusing on
ones of particular econom-
ic importance that would
also be threatened by in-
creasing salinity would be
the way to start.”

Ramanujan’s old formulae for

SNAPSHOTS

The tree of life

A5 S R
is growing

faster than ever

How fast is science adding new species to the
tree of life? Using databases, researchers traced
nearly 2 million living, named species from the
mid-1700s and found additions have been
accelerating since 2015, with about 17,000
species named in 2020. Animals, arthropods,
insects, beetles, and ray-finned fishes have
gained roughly a fifth of their current species
since 2000. The team tentatively projected that
fungi, arachnids, crustaceans, and reptiles may
eventually contain up to 4x today’s diversity.

pi echo in modern cosmology

An [ISc team has linked Ramanujan’s clever formulae to calculate & to ideas used in modern physics; the work hints that

abstract mathematics and theories of boiling fluids or expanding universes could be closely connected

acob P Koshy

arlier this month,

1ISc  professor

Aninda  Sinha

and his former
doctoral student Faizan
Bhat linked the esoteric
mathematics of Srinivasa
Ramanujan with the prin-
ciples underlying the phys-
ics of turbulent fluids and
the expansion of the un-
iverse using the number ©
(D).

Bridge of wonder

Ramanujan’s equations appear to be analogous to
those in certain kinds of conformal field theories

uliSc researchers have
found similarities between
Ramanujan’s speedy methods
to estimate pi () with
advanced theories describing
critical phenomena

= While reworking
string theory problems,
they unexpectedly
discovered infinitely
many new formulae for
computing Tt

= They noticed Ramanujan’s math

same hidden patterns as equations used to describe

turbulent fluids

\ematics shared the

As of now, their work
doesn’t yet settle any
grand conjecture in num-
ber theory or cosmology. It
only remains an intriguing
bridge between two dis-
tant regions of thought: Ra-
manujan’s intuitive modu-
lar equations and modern
CFT.

History however is re-
plete with examples of
mathematical ideas deve-
loped in isolation resonat-
ing with the physics of the

Even premodern humans
may have lit fires

Researchers excavated a 4-lakh-year-old soil layer

. . uThesame uThus far, the mPast examples It )
Their paper appeared in mathematical workoffers a like Riemannian T real world decades later. containing shattered axes and a patch of reddish
Physical Review Letters. pattern also striking bridge geometry More thana céntury ago Srinivasa “Riemannian geometry sediment in Barnham, England. ’{‘he sedl{nem
This irrational number, appearedin between pure and Fourier Ramanujan, an accountant in Chennai (or the geometry of curved had been repeatedly heated and its chemical

transforms show
today's abstract

simple models
of an expanding

which the Greek mathe- Z:F;Z'dl:rry yet to be admitted to the pantheon of spaces) was being deve- traces didn’t match natural fires. The layer also

matician Archimedes dis-
covered 1,500 years ago
could be approximated as
22/7, is the ratio of a circle’s
circumference to its diame-
ter. Scientists have deve-
loped different ways to
compute its value over the
years, using different
branches of mathematics,
although the process is of-
ten laborious.

But more than a century
ago, Srinivasa ji

universe,

physics, rather

maths can

mathematical greats, discovered a set of

deepening the than solves transform future ~ astonishingly fast-converging formulae to
connection problems technologies calculate 1/, ASHLIN (CC BY-SA)
the maths behind Ramanu- A string, he said, canbe  you can clearly distinguish
jan’s thinking,” Dr. Sinha  thought of like a rubber  the liquid and vapour. But
said over the phone. band: you can stretch itin  ata much higher 374°C and

The trail began unex-
pectedly in string theory —
one of the grand theories
of theoretical physics that
attempts to explain how
the fund

who had at the time yet to
be admitted to the panthe-
on of mathematicians, dis-
covered at least 17 aston-
ishingly fast formulae to
calculate 1/x. Each of these
used a particular recipe:
add the first term, you geta
rough value; add a second,
it becomes dramatically
more accurate; continue a
bit more, and the approxi-
mation converges very
quickly to .

Some of these formulae
were so efficient that they
underpin the Chudnovsky
algorithm, which scientists
have used to compute x to
over 200 trillion digits on
modern supercomputers.

“We were interested in

1 consti-
tuents of matter, including
electrons, neutrinos,
quarks, and gravitons,

could have arisen as the vi-
brations of invisible little
coils of energy called
‘strings’.

Last year, Dr. Sinha and
a collaborator were study-
ing certain string-theoretic
calculations and realised
some of the existing answ-
ers in the literature were
incomplete or incorrectly
quoted.

“In the process of find-
ing new rep ions of

many ways and its elastici-
ty can take many values.

“If n is somehow hidden
in the string answer, it
should have an infinite
number of different ways
of looking at it,” Dr. Sinha
said. “That is what we
found”

“That’s what pushed me
to go back and look more
carefully at Ramanujan’s
formulae. Once I looked at
the modern presentation,
something jumped out. Be-
cause of my training, I im-
mediately recognised
structures 1 had seen be-
fore in conformal field
theories.”

Conformal field theories
(CFT) are the mathemati-

those string answers, we
found a new formula for
7,” he recalled. “In fact, an
infinite number of new
formulae.”

cal of critical phe-
nomena, those special
points where systems are
on the edge of change.
When water boils at
100°C and room pressure,

221 atm of pressure, it
reaches a critical point
where that distinction van-
ishes: the fluid becomes
superfluid and is neither
clearly liquid nor clearly
gas, no matter how closely
you zoom in.

“At the critical point,
you cannot actually say
which is liquid and which
is vapour,” Dr. Sinha said.
“That is the point where
CFTs enter — they are used
to explain what happens in
this kind of critical
phenomena.”

Ramanujan’s equations
appeared to be analogous
to those in certain kinds of
CFTs. The mathematical
engine he intuitively used
to find =, involving modu-
lar equations, elliptic inte-
grals and special functions,
exactly matched the struc-
ture of correlation func-
tions in the CFTs.

loped in the 19th century
as pure mathematics,” Dr.
Sinha said.

“Much later, Einstein’s
general theory of relativity
showed that the geometry
of spacetime itself is Rie-
mannian (because of gravi-
ty’s impact on space-time).
Today, we even use it with
GPS”

Similarly, Napoleon Bo-
naparte’s mathematical ad-
visor Joseph Fourier deve-
loped Fourier transforms
as a mathematical tool to
analyse heat flow. Today it
supports digital image and
music compression.

For now, the Ramanu-
jan-CFT connection has al-
ready spawned a new line
of inquiry in Dr. Sinha’s
group: the mathematical
structure they identified
appears again, he said, in
models of an expanding
universe.

On the mathematical
side, the work hints that
other transcendental num-
bers, of which = is one ex-
ample, might admit simi-
larly efficient
representations rooted in
physics.

yielded some iron pyrite, a mineral that can be
struck against flint to create sparks and is
otherwise very rare in the area. The researchers
interpreted all this to mean premodern humans
could have lit fires, reshaping their diets and
social lives.

Dugongs have been tending

to the Persian Gulf

Fossils from Al Maszhabiya in Qatar have
revealed that ‘sea cow engineering’ has shaped
the Persian Gulf for over 20 million years. A team
studied a dense bed of bones from shallow
marine rocks dated to the early Miocene and
identified a new, small species of dugongs. The
condition of its bones suggested herds repeatedly
fed in local seagrass meadows, implying the Gulf
was a sea cow habitat across climates, even as the
exact species has shifted.

The snail as a model for restoring vision in humans

SPEAKING OF
SCIENCE
D. Balasubramanian

In Hindu mythology, Lord
Shiva’s third eye is said to
open only in moments of
great transformation.
What if this isn't just a
mythic symbol of cosmic
vision but also a metaphor
for renewal?

Ever wondered if there’s
a hidden switch that could
unlock something just as
extraordinary as the ability
0 regrow our own eyes? A
camera-type eye, like that
of humans and many other
species, has a lens that fo-
cuses light onto a retina.
Regeneration would be the
ability of the eye to regrow
itself after being complete-
ly removed or damaged.
Recent work by Alice Ac-
corsi and Alejandro San-
chez Alvarado’s team (Na-

c™M
K

ture Communications 16,
2025) has shown how such
regeneration of the eye oc-
curs in a golden apple
snail. The snail is a mol-
lusc: a backboneless, shell-
covered animal that can
live equally well in land
and water.

This miracle of regener-
ation isn’t magic but beau-
tiful molecular choreogra-
phy. When the snail loses
an eye, thousands of genes
flip like switches: first
those guiding wound heal-
ing, then those for cell
growth and division, fol-
lowed by diverse networks
for new retinal cells, pho-
toreceptors, and lenses.
Among them, the PAX6
gene plays a critical role in
the early development of
the eye. In snails, this pro-
cess is carefully coordinat-
ed by several other genes.
These include genes res-
ponsible for forming new
nerve cells, guiding nerve
fibres to their correct tar-
gets, and detecting light,

The snail is a mollusc:

backboneless, shell-covered animal that

can live equally well in land and water. GETTY IMAGES

each becoming active at
the right stage to ensure
proper development. We
as humans can't do the
same yet but decoding
these genetic triggers may
one day help us awaken
our own silent regenera-
tive programs.

Just as snails can regrow
their eyes, other animals
such as frogs, planaria, and

the African spiny mouse al-
S0 POSSess Strong regenera-
tive powers. In axolotls, a
type of salamander, dam-
aged tissue can revert to a
flexible stem cell-like state
and rebuild bones, mus-
cles, and other body parts.
CRISPR is a gene-editing
technology that enables us
to redesign, remodel, and
regenerate the genome

structure we desire. At the
L.V. Prasad Eye Institute at
Hyderabad, scientists have
used the CRISPR method
to correct genetic eye dis-
eases such as Leber con-
genital amaurosis (LCA)
and Stargardt disease, us-
ing zebrafish as the animal
model.

Animals to humans
Clinically, early trials have
already targeted genetic
disorders in humans —
such as sickle cell disease;
B-thalassemia, a birth-re-
lated blood deficiency dis-
order; and LCA, a type of
congenital blindness — us-
ing CRISPR editing.
Recently, a first-of-its-
kind clinical trial outcome
for the treatment of LCA in
human patients using
CRISPR technology has
come from a team at Har-
vard University (N Engl J
Med 2024;390:1972-1984),
who showed improved vi-
sion in people with inherit-
ed blindness. These initia-

tives mark a shift from
understanding regenera-
tion in animal models to
reactivating repair pro-
grams in human cells, esta-
blishing a framework for
gene-guided regenerative
medicine.

These examples remind
us that regeneration isn’t a
rare miracle.

Instead it's an ancient
biological program still
written into the DNA of
many species, and one that
science is gradually learn-
ing to decode and revive.
The new study, on the gol-
den apple snail, has re-
vealed how its genome re-
members to rebuild what
seems irreparable, and in
decoding that memory,
science moves closer to
restoring human vision:
not through divine inter-
vention but through mo-
lecular understanding.

The author is thankful to
his colleagues Sonali Moha-
patra and Dr Vivek Singh
for their inputs

Question Corner

Sudden boil

‘Why do microwave
ovens sometimes
overheat water?

Water has a property
called surface tension: its
surface behaves like a
stretched skin that tries to
shrink. When a vapour
bubble forms inside hot
water, surface tension
tends to squeeze it. For a
bubble to grow instead of
collapsing, the water must
be hot enough for the
vapour inside to resist this
squeezing.

At normal air pressure,
water boils at 100°C.
However, stable bubbles
need extra energy to
overcome surface tension,
so water can be heated a
few degrees above 100°C
without properly boiling.

This condition is called
superheating. On a stove,
the vessel’s base and rough
spots heat first and
bubbles form here. In an
oven, the microwaves heat
the water more evenly
through its volume. Most
microwavable containers
also have clean, smooth
surfaces. As a result, water
can sometimes sit in a
superheated state without
obvious bubbling. If you
then jolt the container or
drop something like sugar
or instant coffee into it,
you suddenly disturb it
enough for the
superheated water to form
lots of vapour.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.n

AND-NDE
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Why are Nvidia
chips being sold
to China again?

What are H200 graphics processing
units? Why were their exports to China
restricted in the past?

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
n December 8, U.S. President Donald
Trump announced that Chinese firms
will be able to import Nvidia’s H200
graphics processing units, provided the
company pays the U.S. government a 25%
revenue surcharge.

What are the chips used for?
Nvidia designs and develops graphics processing
units, or GPUs. While GPUs are what drive
digital displays and help with advanced
workloads like video games, some are designed
to help with Al development, such as by training
large language models (LLMs), and performing
other resource-intensive tasks. H200 is one
generation behind the Blackwell architecture,
‘which is the cutting edge of Nvidia’s product
lineup. A key differentiator that Nvidia has is its
proprietary CUDA software architecture, which
it uses to improve the performance of its GPUs.
For geostrategic reasons, the U.S. has
restricted or banned the export of highly
advanced chips and the know-how to
manufacture them since 2018. The U.S. has been
joined in doing this by other countries whose
firms hold critical leads in GPU and
semiconductor technology, like South Korea,
Japan and the Netherlands. One reason why the
U.S. is wary of China having access to cutting

edge
Nvidia and the US. technology is
government’s rationale is  the dual-use
as follows: by allowing implications.
advanced GPUs to be sold g‘er‘é;’se-n‘:’a"ts
to Chinese firms, the US. Chfna i
would take some . arrivingat
momentum out of China’s  technology
efforts to develop and breakthroughs
grow its own alternatives first, especially

in sensitive

fields like defence. Maintaining a technological
lead is also beneficial from a commercial point
of view for U.S. firms, which would enjoy an
advantage from having access to equipment and
gear that their Chinese competitors don’t.

Why is export of H200 chips being allowed?
China has already faced a massive backlash to its
semiconductor and Al industry from the U.S.
Even previous generation H20 chips were
subject to an export quantity quota, and reports
indicate that the U.S. wanted visibility and
control over who the end user for these
technologies were. These restrictions spanned
both the Joe Biden presidency and Mr. Trump’s
terms. These limitations have driven China to
invest enormous amounts of resources in
research and development, fed by the country’s
proceeds from its export-driven economy and
generous support of industry champions like
Huawei. The firm has been able to develop
indigenous chipsets, and even an operating
system for its new phones, that don’t rely on
Android, which drives most smartphones other
than Apple’s. Huawei’s indigenous phones use
chips that use older processes, but boast decent
performance. While tech restrictions arguably
provide the U.S. with some breathing room to
maintain its technological edge, firms like Nvidia
have nevertheless sought to access the vast
Chinese market. The firm successfully lobbied
the White House to allow its previous generation
chips to be sold in China.

Will China allow their purchase?

Nvidia and the U.S. government’s rationale is as
follows: by allowing advanced GPUs to be sold to
Chinese firms, the U.S. would take some
momentum out of China’s efforts to develop and
grow its own alternatives, such as those under
development at Huawei. If Chinese firms are
able to achieve their ends with H200 chips, the
appetite for the more advanced B200 chips may
not be pressing. The argument rests on the
prospect that Nvidia can make money from
Chinese sales, without disturbing the U.S.’s tech
lead, while also not speeding up China’s
research and development for foundational
technologies. China knows of these strategies,
and has in the past taken both paths before it:
allowing firms to buy advanced chips from
abroad, and in other cases mandating firms to
use home-grown alternatives.

Reports indicate that the H200 chips that
China will allow its firms to buy will be limited.
That way, the country presumably hopes, the
short-term needs of firms dependent on this
technology will go on unimpeded, while a larger
industry-level push for Chinese chip capabilities
will reach U.S. levels. There remains a significant
gap between the frontier of chip technologies
and China’s answer to them.

China has been known to close technological
gaps with far more limited access to technology
in record time. Its DeepSeek LLM, developed by
arelatively small firm at a lower cost than U.S.
firms and with older chips, highlighted this to
global policymakers. However, the U.S. and
allied countries with a technological edge in
different parts of the Al and chip ecosystem
continue to see value in prolonging their pole
position for as long as possible, perhaps until
artificial general intelligence (AGI) is achieved.

Does the Netflix-Warner deal threaten cinema?

What will be the impact on consumer choice and competition? How will it change the

movie-going experience? Could the merger force further shake-ups or even abandonment of

smaller players? What about Paramount’s hostile takeover bid of Warner Bros.?

John Xavier

The story so far:
n December 5, Netflix said it will
acquire Warner Bros., including its
film, television studios, and premium
streaming assets like HBO, in a
massive deal valued around $82.7 billion. This
merger marks a paradigmatic shift where a
new-age streaming platform is absorbing a
traditional Hollywood studio and transforming it
into a wholly integrated
production-cum-distribution powerhouse.

What does the deal grant Netflix?

The deal potentially grants Netflix unparalleled
control over content creation, ownership,
distribution, and exhibition. While this merger
will expand its content library, lower costs, and
realise economies of scale for Netflix by
integrating production and distribution, it may
carry heavy costs for creative industries,
independent voices, consumer choice, and the
cinematic experience itself.

Have platforms changed viewing patterns?
Streaming platforms like Netflix, Amazon Prime
Video, Disney+ and others have dramatically
changed how viewers discover and watch
movies. An on-device and on-demand viewing
experience has disrupted the traditional model
of theatrical releases and staggered launches.
Streaming platforms have made vast libraries of
movies, TV shows and documentaries instantly
available to subscribers globally, creating a new
home-viewing, binge-watching, and
direct-to-streaming release experience. But this
revolution has come with trade-offs. The rise of
streaming has not only eroded the dominance of
theatres, but has also changed the kinds of
content platforms favour. For instance,
serialised series, and content tailored for the

The deal
comes with
several
interlinked
risks for
creative
freedom
and
consumer
choice

REUTERS

subscription model, are distributed more often
than standalone films. This merger will further
reshape the streaming medium from within,
consolidating not only who owns content, but
who decides what is created, what is promoted,
and what the audience watches.

How is streaming shaping content?
When Canadian media theorist Marshall
McLuhan said “the medium is the message,” he
meant that any new medium reshapes our
patterns of association, scale and rhythm more
profoundly than the actual content it carries. In
that sense, streaming isn’t simply a delivery
mechanism for more films and shows, but a
different medium entirely, one that reframes not
just what stories are told, but how often, and
under what constraints they are produced,
distributed and consumed. The merger between
Netflix and Warner Bros. crystallises this shift by
concentrating not just libraries, but creative and
distributive power in one integrated ecosystem.
In a world where films are consumed on
laptops and phones, in fragmented viewing
sessions, often alongside other activities, the
aura of the cinematic event — dark theatre,
collective audience, immersive scale — is lost.
The medium of streaming has subtly changed
the expectation of what a “film” is, from a
crafted, singular, communal art event to a
disposable content that can be viewed in
isolation, and subsumed in an endless stream of
short viewing sessions. With this deal, the
streaming medium will get even more
homogenised and centralised as the combined
entity will control not only distribution but also
production and curation of content at scale. And
the “message” embedded in this medium will
likely favour content optimised for streaming
metrics like high volume, and frequent release,
instead of bold, challenging, or experimental
filmmaking that cares about cinematic form,
pacing, or theatrical experience.

How will it threaten creative freedom?
This deal comes with several interlinked risks for
creative freedom and consumer choice. After
the vertical integration of production, content
library, and distribution under Netflix, creative
decisions may face greater corporate control
and commercial pressures. Project approvals,
budgets, and promotions will have to pass
through an entity that prioritises algorithmic
decision making, and rewards scale and
predictability over new creative ideas.
dependent or risk-taking kers may
struggle to find space in such a system. Projects
that demand slower pacing, unconventional
narrative, niche appeal, or artistic
experimentation may be de-prioritised in favour

of safer, formulaic content that drives
subscriptions or data-driven viewing habits.

In such a system, consumer choice will be
stunted by what Netflix recommends. Though
streaming once promised variety and
democratisation, consolidation can shrink the
variety of voices and perspectives. Just look at
the top 10 trending movies Netflix recommends
you. Do you find any of those worth watching
just for each film’s intrinsic worth, or were they
pushed on your screen because they followed a
larger societal trend? This type of curation
pushes heavily-advertised and controlled
content towards consumers. Lastly, this deal will
further erode the cinematic experience, which
makes film-viewing immersive. Films may
increasingly be tailored for streaming
consumption that prioritises shorter attention
spans, episodic structure, and immediate hooks.

How will competitors change their playbook?
Competitors like Disney+ and Amazon Prime
Video, HBO Max (though subsumed under the
deal), and smaller streaming services now face a
dramatically altered terrain. As a dominant,
vertically integrated super-studio emerges, rivals
may be ¢ Iled to consolidate t} 1 y
forming alliances, merging, or doubling down
on niche strategies. A possible new wave of
media consolidation may sweep across the
industry, reducing the overall diversity of
independent platforms. Some critics are already
suggesting this merger could force further
shake-ups or even abandonment of smaller
players. The pressure will not only be
commercial, but existential. The possible
responses from remaining players could take
different forms. Some may pivot to regional or
niche content, banking on cultural specificity
and local tastes to survive. Others could adopt
boutique, art-house-oriented models,
emphasising curation over quantity.

‘What has Paramount done?

Just days after Netflix's announcement,
Paramount Skydance placed a hostile, all-cash,
bid of $108.4 billion to acquire Warner Bros.
While the Netflix deal concentrates control of
production and streaming-distribution, the
Paramount bid would combine two of
Hollywood’s legacy studios, plus multiple
streaming platforms and news outlets.

‘What are lawmakers saying?

When reports emerged that Netflix was
preparing to acquire Warner Bros., U.S.
President Donald Trump said there “could be a
problem” with the deal. Democrat Senator
Elizabeth Warren labelled the deal an
“anti-monopoly nightmare,” warning it could +
lead to price increases, and reduced content
diversity. However, this deal will not go through
the Federal Communications Commission’s
approval process as neither Netflix nor Warner
Bros. own broadcast stations. But, it could very
likely need the Justice Department’s go-ahead.

How will Australia’s social media ban work?

Why did the government think this was necessary? What are the platforms blocked for children

under 16? What do companies which don't comply with the rules f:

e? What did internal filings of

certain social media firms reveal with respect to their handling of accounts of teenagers?

Poulomi Chatterjee

The story so far:
n December 10, Australia became the
first country in the world to
implement a social media ban on
users under the age of 16. The ban
blocks children from accessing nearly 10 big
social platforms, including X and Facebook.
Platforms that don’t comply with the new rules
will face a fine of up to $33 million (A$49.5
million). Australia’s ban caps a year-long debate
over whether governments can effectively stop
teenagers from using social media platforms.
Now, about half a dozen countries have signalled
that they will study Australia’s new policy and
see if they can emulate it.

What is the new law?

In November, 2024, the Australian government
introduced the Online Safety Amendment
(Social Media Minimum Age) Bill 2024, which
mandated a minimum age of 16 for accounts on
certain social media platforms. The new law
curtails parents giving consent to their children
under 16 to use these platforms. The
government’s rationale is that banning social
media will protect the mental health and

The
Australian
government
sees social
media as a
fertile ground
for
cyberbullying
and harmful
content
generation

New policy: A message reading ‘Let them be kids' is projected to mark a law
banning social media for users under 16 in Australia, on December 10. REUTERS

well-being of children. The government sees
social media as a fertile ground for
cyberbullying, harmful content generation, and
online predatory practices.

How have social media firms responded?
Prior to the ban taking effect on December 10,
Meta said it was sending warnings to thousands
of Australian teenagers between ages 13 and 15,
notifying them to download their digital history
and delete their accounts. However, it is unclear
whether the process has been completed as
verification is a lengthy, multi-step undertaking.
The country’s internet regulator, the Australian
Communications and Media Authority, has
noted that there are close to 1,50,000 Facebook
users between 13 and 15 years, as well as
3,50,000 Instagram users. Meta’s actions are in
line with the restrictions imposed by Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese’s government on
multiple social media platforms including
TikTok, Snapchat, YouTube, X, Reddit, Twitch
and the livestreaming website Kick. These
companies are required to take “reasonable
steps” to keep underage users off their
platforms, failing which they will face fines.

Despite doubts on whether regulation will
lead to better mental health outcomes for
children, companies are begrudgingly following
instructions. A Meta spokesperson said that
while they are committed to fulfilling the legal
obligations, they have raised their concerns
around the regulation, saying a “blanket ban” is
hardly the solution. The company claimed this
action will isolate teenagers from online
communities and information while also giving
“inconsistent protection.” Mr. Albanese has
responded saying that given this is the first time
alaw like this is being passed, there will be flaws
while implementing it.

How are social media firms verifying age?
Meta advised affected users to update their
contact details so that the company can SMS or
email them once they turn 16. Once these
children cross the cut-off age, users can resume
operating their accounts and find the same
reels, posts, messages and short videos. Users

can also choose to delete their account
completely, if they wish. However, there is a fair
chance that Meta might inaccurately flag a user
as being under 16. An Age Estimation report
published by the Australian government found
that age verification systems using facial
recognition showed false rejection rates higher
than “acceptable levels”, at 8.5% and 2.6%
respectively, for users of 16 and 17 years of age.
In case accounts are incorrectly flagged, Meta
has said that users can verify their age either
with a government ID or a video selfie via the
third-party facial age-verification platform Yoti.
Critics have voiced concerns about the
surveillance risks of checking children’s ages
with age-verification technology.

‘What are the drawbacks?
Meta vice-president and global head of safety,
Antigone Davis, stated that the company would
like the app stores of Apple and Google Play to
collect age-related data when users sign up, and
verify whether they have reached 16 years on
behalf of Meta. Ms. Davis added this would
ensure a standard procedure and also maintain
user privacy. Meta hasn’t disclosed what
methods they will use to determine the ages of
users, so that children under 16 don’t find a
loophole through which to evade the ban. But
varied options have been discussed, including
government IDs, facial or voice recognition, or
age inference methods that consider online user
data like interactions to estimate a user’s age.
Gaming platforms like Roblox and Discord
have recently been forced to introduce age
restrictions for specific features, fearing that
they could be potential targets.

‘Why has such a move been implemented?
The recent crusade by parents against social
media platforms over their handling of accounts
of teenagers has exposed the extent to which
they evaded responsibility. The court filings in a
lawsuit against Meta and TikTok cited internal
chats within these companies. “Instagram is a
drug... we’re basically pushers,” Meta executives
reportedly noted in a conversation. Meanwhile,
an internal report at TikTok said that “minors
did not have executive mental function to
control their screen time.” The investigation also
found that Meta had buried evidence linking
higher usage of their platforms with
“depression, anxiety, loneliness and social
comparison.”
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nation’s strategy is based on

its ideas of the self, allies,

enemies and interests. On

all these aspects, Donald J.
Trump has come to represent a
radically different view from his
predecessors, though his capacity to
turn that into policy and action is
uneven. On November 25, Mr. Trump
released the National Security Strategy
(NSS) of his second term, which is
more in alignment with his America
First politics than his first NSS in 2017.
The NSS is a document that outlines
the foreign policy thinking and
approach of each President in each
term. In his first term, Mr. Trump was
still surrounded by the professional
strategic class of the U.S. The 2017 NSS
echoed familiar talking points of the
past, leading many to conclude that
Mr. Trump did not have plans, or the
capacity, to shake off what Barack
Obama had termed the ‘Washington
playbook’. The second coming is
different, and Mr. Trump’s new NSS
makes that clear.

This assertion of Mr. Trump’s
worldview in American strategy is
most evident in the approach towards
Russia and China. If he can push that
through in the face of resistance and
sabotage from within the U.S.
establishment, NSS-2025 could form
the basis of a new world order for the
current century. In 2017, Russia was
mentioned 25 times, always in negative
terms, and 11 times along with China —
clubbing these countries together as
enemies of the U.S.

In 2025, Russia is mentioned 10
times and China 21 times, with no
upfront acrimony towards either. Only
once are they mentioned together, and
that is to introspect on U.S. and
European strategy towards both:
“Today, German chemical companies
are building some of the world’s
largest processing plants in China,
using Russian gas that they cannot
obtain at home.” In 2017, Mr. Trump
was confrontational towards China,
but now he is more pragmatic, to use
one of the qualities that the document

America, First in the World

U.S. National Security Strategy

The document outlining the foreign policy thinking of the second Trump administration says the US. should not be seeking global dominance or trying nation-building
in other countries; it seeks strategic stability with Russia, a new balance of power with China, and new terms of engagement with Europe

Strategic talks: Donald Trump speaks during a Cabinet meeting in the Cabinet Room of the White House in Washington DC. AFp

attributes to him. The discussion on
China borders on admiration — of how
it managed to develop itself and gain a
global footprint in manufacturing and
technology — and blames American
strategy for allowing China to achieve
all this through globalisation.

In 2017, Russia was blamed in the
NSS for threatening Europe,
undermining democracy and
interfering in elections — charges
raised by Mr. Trump’s domestic
opponents, who even linked his 2016
victory to Vladimir Putin’s
machinations. “The United States and
Europe will work together to counter
Russian subversion and aggression,”
the NSS said in 2017. In 2025, it is
Europe that is excoriated for various
reasons. As for Russia, it is a future
partner, though the wording is less
ambitious, in “re-establishing
conditions of stability within Europe
and strategic stability with Russia”.

Global dominance

India’s place in U.S. strategy has always
been contextual, and the proposed
changes could be beneficial for New
Delhi. Any American strategy that

seeks to drive the world into camps
pushes India to take sides it does not
‘want to. Mr. Trump doesn’t seem to be
keen on reorienting international
relations for any grand goals. The NSS
discards the wisdom of Republican
and Democratic administrations of
recent decades that sought American
primacy through trade treaties,
international organisations and a
global governance agenda. In fact, the
NSS says the U.S. should not be seeking
global dominance, or trying
nation-building in other countries, and
‘wants a default position of
non-interference in the affairs of other
nations unless core interests are
threatened.

“The world’s fundamental political
unit is and will remain the nation-state.
It is natural and just that all nations put
their interests first and guard their
sovereignty. The world works best
‘when nations prioritise their interests.
The United States will put our own
interests first and, in our relations with
other nations, encourage them to
prioritise their own interests as well.
We stand for the sovereign rights of
nations, against the

sovereignty-sapping incursions of the
most intrusive transnational
organisations, and for reforming those
institutions so that they assist rather
than hinder individual sovereignty and
further American interests,” the
document reads.

It is his reframing of the idea of the
American self and interests that makes
Mr. Trump a radical departure from
the country’s politics of the last
half-century, which allowed liberal
migration and trade. Core interests of
the U.S. are in keeping the homeland
safe, prosperous and stable, and its
peripheries devoid of any outside
players — a possible reference to
Chinese influence in Latin America.
The homeland needs to be insulated
from economic threats and to
re-industrialise, but equally
importantly, its “spiritual and cultural
health” must be preserved. Harder
borders, curtailed immigration, and
promotion of “strong traditional
families” with “healthy children” are
part of the plan.

It is exactly on this count that the
NSS pushes Europe hard to rework its
national and international politics. The

document acknowledges the cultural
links between Europe and the U.S.,
and by implication sees Russia also in
the same sphere. While the dominance
of anti-globalism in American politics
is clear, Europe continues to be under
the control of a pro-globalisation elite.
The Trump administration is of the
view that this elite control is made
possible only through censorship and
curtailment of democratic rights.
There are nationalist movements in all
European countries, and the NSS seeks
to encourage them. The NSS is putting
European governments on notice that
the new compact of the continent will
include Russia and exclude China. The
U.S. would have a separate balance of
power with China in the Pacific.

Political liberty

“The larger issues facing Europe
include activities of the European
Union and other transnational bodies
that undermine political liberty and
sovereignty, migration policies that are
transforming the continent and
creating strife, censorship of free
speech and suppression of political
opposition, cratering birth rates, and
loss of national identities and
self-confidence.”

While the NSS seeks to offer clarity
on many issues, the debate within the
U.S. on strategy is hardly settled. This
document also reflects some of that
confusion and contradiction. For
instance, it says at one point that the
U.S. does not want to dominate the
world, but elsewhere it is clear about
maintaining dominance in technology
and finance, and even controlling
global standards in frontier areas such
as Al and critical minerals. It swings
between taking pride in U.S. alliances
and global leadership and discarding
the wisdom of previous
administrations. The general anti-war
approach of Mr. Trump is not popular
among America’s strategic community
and its military-industrial complex.
What Mr. Trump’s NSS could do to the
world is clear, but whether it will pass
the barriers of entrenched habits and
interests of the Washington elite
remains unclear.

THE GIST
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In the 2017 document, Russia
was mentioned 25 times,
always in negative terms, and
11 times along with China —
clubbing these countries
together as enemies of the U.S.

v
In 2025, Russia is mentioned 10
times and China 21 times, with
no upfront acrimony towards
either; only once are they
mentioned together

v
The document acknowledges
the cultural links between
Europe and the U.S., but seeks
to encourage nationalist
movements in the continent

Sacred claims

The ancient Hindu temple built by Khmer kings sits at the heart of the ongoing border tensions

Preah Vihear

between Thailand and Cambodia

Stanly Johny

erched atop a steep
P cliff in the Dangrek
mountain range,
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vember 11, 2013, the Court
declared unanimously that
the 1962 Judgment decided
that Cambodia possessed
“sovereignty over the

Turbulent skies

IndiGo

The airline, which commands a 65% share of India’s domestic aviation market, s

/s operations are

stabilising after days of chaos that saw hundreds of flight cancellations

Saurabh Trivedi

ver the last de-
0 cade, India’s skies
have grown busier
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Preah Vihear straddles the
natural frontier between
Cambodia and Thailand.
The forested hills stretch
from the Mekong River,
Southeast Asia’s longest,
flowing from the Tibetan
Plateau to the South China
Sea, to the highlands of
San Kamphaeng, Thailand.

Built between the 9th
and 12th centuries by
Khmer kings like Yasovar-
man I and Suryavarman I
and 11, the temple honours
Shiva as a sacred mountain
abode. Originally known as
Sri Sikharisvara, meaning
‘Glorious Lord of the
Mountain’, the temple is
located in Cambodia’s
Preah Vihear province. Ris-
ing more than 700 metres
above the plains, it com-
mands sweeping views of
the surrounding land-
scape. While access today
is primarily from Cambo-
dia, the temple’s position
has long made it a point of
contention. It lies at the
heart of the Thai-Cambo-
dia tensions, which flared
again last week with cross-
border air strikes and artil-

lery shelling.
Unlike the conventional
east-facing  rectangular

plan of most Khmer tem-
ples, Preah Vihear follows
a linear north-south axis.
According to UNESCO, the
complex comprises a se-
ries of sanctuaries con-
nected by pavements and
staircases stretching over
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800 metres. Five ornate
gopuras (gateways), carved
with Hindu mythology and
Khmer symbols, are built
on the rugged cliff face.
The dispute between
Thailand and Cambodia
has its roots in colonial-era
borders. The Franco-Sia-
mese treaties of 1904 and
1907 defined the frontier
along the watershed line of
the Dangrek Mountains.
When French surveyors
created maps, they placed
Preah Vihear on the Cam-

low the watershed line,
and that a map based on
the work of a Mixed Delim-
itation Commission
showed the Temple on the
Cambodian side of the
boundary. Thailand
claimed that the map had
no binding legal status and
had never been formally
accepted by Bangkok. The
ICJ rejected this conten-
tion. It ordered Thailand
“to withdraw any military
or police force stationed
there.” While the temple

bodian side despite the wasawarded to Cambodia,
temple sitting atop a cliff ~ the sovereignty around the
more easily accessible surrounding land re-
from Thailand. After Cam-  mained undefined, fuelling
bodia got ind dence periodic fl: ps. UNES-
from France in 1953, itstul-  CO’s decision to list the
ers renewed claims over temple as a World Heritage

Preah Vihear, but Thailand
had deployed troops in the
region.

ICJ ruling

Cambodia took the dispute
to the Hague-based Inter-
national Court of Justice
(IC]), which in 1962 ruled
that the temple lay in terri-
tory under Cambodian so-
vereignty. The Court noted
that the Franco-Siamese
Treaty of 1904 provided
that the frontier was to fol-

Site in 2008 underscored
its historical significance,
but also sharpened sensi-
tivities, leading to cross-
border fighting.

In April 2011, Cambodia
asked the ICJ to interpret
the 1962 Judgment, argu-
ing that while Thailand re-
cognised Cambodia’s sove-
reignty over the temple
itself, it did not recognise
the sovereignty of Cambo-
dia over the surrounding
area. In its ruling on No-

whole territory of the pro-
montory of Preah Vihear”,
and ordered Thailand to
withdraw its forces from
that territory. The court al-
so affirmed that the temple
was a site of religious and
cultural significance for
“the peoples of the re-
gion”, and asked both
Thailand and Cambodia to
cooperate for its
protection.

Despite the ruling, ten-
sions continued to simmer.
These flared into open con-
flict in July 2025, when
cross-border fighting killed
dozens and displaced
more than 300,000 peo-
ple. The five-day clashes
were halted through diplo-
matic intervention by Ma-
laysia and the U.S. But in
November, Thailand an-
nounced it would suspend
implementation of the cea-
sefire after a landmine
blast injured several sol-
diers. The decision led to
renewed fighting on De-
cember 7, with Cambodia
accusing  Thailand  of
launching air strikes.

On December 12, U.S.
President Donald Trump
claimed that he had talked
to the leaders of both coun-
tries and secured another
ceasefire. Yet, tensions
continued to linger in the
forested, hilly, and sparse-
ly populated borderlands,
an area dotted with an-
cient monuments and
sacred cultural carvings.

than ever. The country has
emerged as the world’s
third-largest domestic avia-
tion market, driven by ra-
pid economic growth, ris-
ing middle-class travel and
expanding regional con-
nectivity. However, while
the number of airports has
surged, the number of air-
lines has shrunk, making
IndiGo virtually synony-
mous with air travel in
India.

As per the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), IndiGo currently
commands a dominant
65% share of the domestic
market. The Air India
Group — comprising Air In-
dia and Air India Express —
holds 26%, while Akasa Air
has 5%. SpiceJet accounts
for just 2%, with all other
airlines together making
up the remaining 2%.

Several national and re-
gional carriers have strug-
gled to survive in what is
often described as the
world’s  fastest-growing
aviation market. The col-
lapse of Jet Airways and Go
First further accelerated
consolidation, allowing In-
diGo to significantly ex-
pand its footprint.

This dominance, ho-
wever, has come under
scrutiny following recent
mass cancellations of Indi-
Go flights that caused wi-
despread disruption to air
traffic across the country.
Regulators observed that

the airline had failed to
adequately manage its op-
erational resources, in-
cluding aircraft availability
and pilot crew planning.

In response, authorities
decided that IndiGo’s ap-
proved winter schedule
should be reviewed and
curtailed by at least 10%.

The issue was also
raised in the Rajya Sabha
on December 8, where Ci-
vil Aviation Minister K.
Ram Mohan Naidu said the
government would take
“very, very strict action”
against IndiGo to “set an
example” for the industry.
The Minister said the dis-
ruption stemmed from In-
diGo’s internal lapses, par-
ticularly its failure to
manage crew availability
and duty rosters.

Mr. Naidu also outlined
the implementation of re-
vised Flight Duty Time
Limitation (FDTL) norms,
introduced following a
High Court order in April
2025. Of the 22 guidelines,
15 were implemented from
July 1and the remaining se-
ven from November 1. The
updated FDTL norms re-
present a significant tight-
ening of crew scheduling

regulations. Pilots are now
mandated 48 hours of
weekly rest, compared to
previous rule of 36 hours
and night landings have
been limited to two from
six earlier.

IndiGo board chairman
Vikram Singh Mehta, in his
message to air passengers,
rejected the allegations
that the crisis was engi-
neered and that the airline
tried to influence the go-
vernment over the revised
FDTL rules.

Flight safety
While airlines argue these
measures disrupt roster
planning and aircraft utili-
sation, especially at hubs
with heavy night opera-
tions, pilot unions main-
tain that the caps are es-
sential to reduce
cumulative fatigue and en-
hance flight safety.
Financial data highlights
the stark contrast within
the sector. In a written rep-
ly, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation said IndiGo was
the only major airline to
post a profit in FY 2024-25,
earning 37,253 crore. Air
India reported a loss of
23,976 crore, Air India Ex-

press 35,832 crore, Akasa
Air 1,986 crore and Al-
liance Air ¥691 crore. Spi-
ceJet also remained in the
red with a ¥56-crore loss,
while regional carrier Star
Air was a rare exception,
posting a modest profit of
368 crore. Air India is cur-
rently undergoing a mas-
sive transformation after
being taken over by the Ta-
ta Group in 2022.

Meanwhile, IndiGo con-
tinues to plan aggressively
for the future. The airline
has placed a firm order for
500 Airbus A320 Family
aircraft — the largest single
aircraft order ever placed
by any airline with Airbus.
These deliveries, sche-
duled between 2030 and
2035, will further streng-
then IndiGo’s scale and
long-term growth
prospects.

Amid regulatory action,
IndiGo has said operations
are stabilising. Demon-
strating “continuous oper-
ational normalisation” ov-
er the past five days, the
airline said it is operating
over 2,050 flights a day un-
der its revised, scaled-
down schedule in line with
government directives. All
138 operational destina-
tions remain connected,
according to an IndiGo
spokesperson.

As India’s aviation sec-
tor continues its rapid ex-
pansion, the current epi-
sode underscores the
challenges of balancing
growth, safety, competi-
tion and accountability in
an increasingly consolidat-
ed market.
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Among the 442 persons who died in the fire at a school function in Mandi Dabwali on December 23, 1995, as many as 173
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30yrson, the survivors havejust one wish —

let's

leam fromfire tragedy before another town bums

AntL KAKKAR

QBALSINGH ‘SHANT often looks

at his hands before he turns his gaze

upwards and thanks the Almighty.

The fingers are curled, the skin is

scarred, and the palms carry the
memory of fire. A normal grip of the hands
is not possible, yet he can drive a car, ride a
two-wheeler and being a journalist, man-
ages to type in three languages.

For Igbal, his hands and the burns on his
back and neck are proof that fate had oth-
er things in store for him on a day when
hundreds did not return home.

Nearly 30 years after the Dabwali fire
tragedy of December 23, 1995 —one of the
deadliest fire disasters in India — Igbal's
scars are a daily reminder of the events of
the day. When he meets someone who has
lost both hands, he b

the stage. Instinctively, he got up, stepped
forward and extinguished it.

He had barely taken his seat when
screams erupted from the entrance gate of
the pandal. Within seconds, someone
shouted that a fire had broken out. Panic
followed like a wave.

Igbal first ran out to save himself. But
as soon as he reached the open ground
outside, the thought struck him: where
is his father? Without hesitation, he
turned around and sprinted back into
the burning pandal.

The stage covering had already caught
fire. People were pushing, stumbling,
falling. Children were crying. Smoke
choked the air. Igbal somehow located his
father and began pulling him towards the
exit. Just as they neared the main gate, a
huge burning cloth sheet from the shami-
ana upon them.

because he feels he was luckier than many
others who perished in the flames or sur-
vived with more severe injuries.

Igbal was 19 when he accompanied
his father, freedom fighter Gurdev
Singh ‘Shant’, to a school function at
the DAV School campus in Mandi Dab-
wali in Haryana's Sirsa district. They
were attending as special guests.

Igbal remembers every minute detail.
He was seated in the first row, second or
third chair, while his father sat beside the
main guests. A lamp-lighting ceremony
had just taken place, and Igbal noticed a
burning matchstick lying carelessly near

Igbal instinctively put both hands over
his head and bent low, trying to shield his
father. Flames gripped his arms and back
within seconds. His father was completely
engulfed. Igbal staggered out, burning,
choking, desperate for air. His father nev-
er made it. That day, Igbal lost the man
who had taught him to be fearless.

Dabwali still remembers December 23 as
its darkest day. The winter sky that after-
noon carried no warning, Yet, at 1.40 pm, a
suspected short-circuit triggered a blaze
inside the tightly packed tent where the
school function was underway.

Fuelled by plastic, cloth and wooden
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. (Right) Amass

Survivors Vinod Bansal (L) and Iqbal Smgn ‘Shant' at the Dabwah fire memorial where
the names of all those who died are engraved.

frames, the fire shot upward and outward.

By 1.47 pm, just seven minutes later,
442 persons were dead.
Among them were 173 chil-
dren, including 26 toddlers
aged three or younger. The
number represented nearly
2 per cent of the town’s pop-
ulation at the time.

The fire was so sudden
and fast that people didn’t
get time to stand, let alone
run. Many died holding
hands. Some families were
wiped out entirely. Bodies
lay charred beyond recogni-
tion; 13 children remained
unidentified. The nation
was shaken.

Even Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao visited the town to pay tribute.

Nearly 196 persons survived with burns
of varying degrees. Some gradually

Dabwali survivor Vinod
Bansal says the fire,
though an accident, was
due to negligence.

healed. Some lived the rest of their lives
with permanent disabilities. And some,
like Igbal, learnt to rebuild
life slowly, painfully, and
bravely.

Another such survivor is
Vinod Bansal, now secretary
of the Dabwali Fire Victims
Memorial Trust. His face,
hands and body were severe-
ly burnt. Even today, when
people look at the scars and
ask, “What happened to
you?” — it pulls him back to
that afternoon.

Bansal helps maintain the
memorial built at the site of
the tragedy, a library for chil-
dren and a wall engraved
with the names of all those who died. He
says three decades after the fire tragedy, its
memory is still alive.

For him, the tragedy carries a larger les-

being performed. TRIBUNE FILE PHOTOS

son. “The fire was an accident, yes,” he
says, “but also the result of negligence. And
we are still repeating the same mistakes
over and over again.”

Every time Bansal sees a news report of
a fire incident, whether at the Goa night-
club recently or the blaze at a coaching
centre in Kota where children had to jump
off the building to save themselves, his
wounds reopen. Wires tangled in electrici-
ty poles, unsafe wiring inside homes and
shops, inflammable material stored care-
lessly, he sees danger everywhere.

“We treat rules as suggestions,” he
says, “until the day the flouted rules
take revenge.”

The walls of the Dabwali fire memorial
carry painted lessons — how to store
inflammable items safely, how to prevent
short-circuits, what emergency exits
should look like. These are visual guides,
reminders, and warnings.

Yet, as both Igbal and Vinod note, fire
safety remains largely absent from school
curriculums. “We teach children algebra,”
Igbal says, “but not how to save their own
lives or of others.”

Hebelieves the responsibility lies not only
with governments but also with ordinary
people. “Weblame the authorities,” he says,
“but negligence often begins with us. A sin-
gle careless act can cost hundreds of lives.”

Today, Igbal Singh ‘Shant’ writes sto-
ries, travels independently and fights dai-
ly battles to stay optimistic. He credits his
survival to divine grace, to courage and to
the belief that life must be lived fully even
when flames have tried to consume it.

When he types, each keystroke reminds
him of the day he protected his head with
these hands. When he meets someone
without limbs, he silently thanks the heav-
ens, His story, like Vinod Bansal's, is not
Jjust about survival, it is about responsibil-
ity, memory and collective duty.

The Dabwali fire was not merely an acci-
dent; it was a warning against negligence,
alesson paid for with lives.

Three decades later, the survivors of the
tragedy ask of only one thing from fellow
citizens —learn from the fire before anoth-
er town burns.

Simulating howthe brain signals ina chemistry lab

IISER-Mohali research shows the way to potentially control molecules, as quest for artificial biologjcal circuits continues

BuarTESH SINGH THAKUR

URING the Covid-19 lock-

down in 2020, Dr Subhabra-

ta Maiti of the Indian Insti-

tute of Science Education

and Research (IISER),
Mohali, was diagnosed with a gall bladder
stone though he experienced pain in the
shoulder and not the abdomen. At the For-
tis Hospital in the city, doctors explained
that this kind of pain can radiate to other
parts of the body. Trained in systems
chemistry, Dr Maiti, 40, wondered how
pain messengers from a diseased part of
the body spread out to different organs.
After his surgery, he decided to work on
the mystery with his team at IISER.

“We do not always feel the pain at the exact
location of the inflamed or diseased body
parts. A problem in the heart can be felt in
the left arm; i ioninthe liverin the

Then, new substances spread out or diffuse
from a higher toa lower concentration area.
The reaction-diffusion process is apparent
in the formation of patterns in nature — like
the stripes on a zebra or the spots on aleop-
ard; and in how signals travel within our
bodies to trigger specific responses. Also,
how;, after division, only two cells, the sperm
and ovum, begin to form different organs.
The reaction-diffusion models were first
proposed by Alan Turingin 1952 to explain
the formation of patterns in biological sys-
tems. “This is where molecules interact
and spread out, creating complex patterns
and controlling events in space and time.
Imagine a system in which an activator
molecule triggers a reaction, but another
molecule, an inhibitor, controls its activity.
‘What if the inhibitor works locally, close to
the source, while the activator has a long
reach, tnggenng reactions far away? This
scenario, called local inhibition

right shoulder This is because of the signal
perceived by the brain via a complex neural
network that connects it and different
organs,” Dr Maiti told The Tribune.

Messengers of pain may diffuse away
from the diseased body part and activate
afferent nerves, connecting the brain, away
from the source, he says. “In a nutshell, the
way our brain processes information is not
a straightforward linear system. It’s via a
complex non-linear neural network.”

To solve the riddle, Dr Maiti focused on
the reaction-diffusion phenomena — first,
something akin toa chemical reaction hap-
pens, changing one substance into another:

and distal activation, or LIDA, is what we
have explored. It is an important biological
signalling event,” explains Dr Maiti.

After receiving a grant of 340 lakh from
the Anusandhan National Research Foun-
dation (ANRF) and %75 lakh from the Min-
istry of Education, he, along with two PhD
studentsand a BE student, began develop-
ing a synthetic chemical system to mimic
complex neural networks.

From 2022 t0 2023, the team faced failure.
The students grew dlsmuraged Still, the

soft-spoken Maiti d resilient.

Dr S Maiti (centre) with researchers
at the ISER-Mohali lab.

reconceptualise the experiments,” said Dr

Rishi Ram Mahato, who isnow doing post-

doctoral researdx in the Czech Republic.
Niranjani A who llab-

Meanwhile, ATP inhibits the same reac-
tion. Importantly, ATP binds to the gold
nanoparticles, slowing its diffusion through
the gel, while urea diffuses faster.

By injecting a mixture of urea and ATP
into the centre of the gel, the team noted
where, when and how quickly the reaction
was activated.

The team also used mathematical mod-
els to simulate diffusion rates, enzyme
kinetics and inhibitor strength. “In
essence, we can control the molecules
where and when to react, as natural sys-
tems do,” says Dr Mahato.

Their work — that combines chemistry's
precision with biology’s power, leading to
reliable, programmable life-like systems
that solve real-world problems and result-
ing in a deeper knowledge of life itself —
was pub].lshed in scientific journal Nature
C ions last month.

orating as part of her final-year BE project,
recounted, “There were many moments
when I felt unsure about being able to pro-
duce results. I had to go back tothe funda-
mentals many times over.”

From January 2024, the results began to
emerge. Dr Maiti and his team first creat-
ed a gel containing the enzyme ‘urease’
and gold nanoparticles. Urease was
derived from the jack bean plant. They
then added two key ingredients — urea,
which acts as a pro-activator, and adeno-
slne tnphosphate or ATP, which acts as an

When urea urease, it

“After every failed experiment, there was
Dr Maiti, who sat with me to discuss and

is converted into ammonium bicarbonate,
triggering a chemical reaction in the gel.

IMPLICATIONS OF EXPERIMENT
According to Dr Maiti, the capacity to con-
trol the spatial location and timing of a
chemical reacuon ‘s activation (“distal pro-

The only way to communicate or decide
anything is by moving (diffusion) and
meeting or handshaking (reaction). This is
the way our body computes even long-dis-
tance decisions,” said Dr Maiti.

He added, “It is akin to the way a drop of
coloured ink in a dish of water can create
moving spirals and targets all by itself, using
nothing but slow diffusion and local chemi-
cal reactions. Life is nature’s original reac-
tion-diffusion computer, running silently
inside our body 24/7 until we die.”

Traditional computers cannot work inthe
water media, whereas living systems or the
brain can work in an aqueous fluidic sys-
tem utilising massive sets of chemical reac-
tion networks. “Making a brain-like molec-
ular computer that operates in water,
deriving energy from the chemical compo-
nents within the system, is the ultimate
challenge for researchers. Therefore, these
chemical reaction network-based systems
offer the potential for highly complex com-
putation at significantly lower energy con-

to

ics * says Dr Maiti.
ing on Maiti’s work, his col-

ar ialapplica-
tions in creating amﬁcxa] neural networks league at TISER and prominent biophysi-
that use chemical signals for ion cistDr

iRakshit says, “Thiswork

and information processing.

“If we imagine our brain works like a
computer, it uses trillions of chemical mol-
ecules and their reaction without using
electricity. It's like an office where workers
are molecules (such as proteins, sugars,
vitamins, DNA, etc) and they are working
without phones, emails, or even talking.

demonstrates how molecular properties
(like diffusivity) can be engineered to pro-
gramme complex reactions, allowing for
the creation of artificial biological circuits
and dynamic materials. In fact, it can also
bridge the gap between theoretical biologi-
cal models and practical nanobiotechnolog-
ical applications.”
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Swami Avimukteshwaranand Saraswati Ji Maharaj felicitating New
Delhi Station Manager Rakesh Sharma with the Martand Honour for
dedicating his selfiess service to hundreds of railway passengers
during his three decades as a serving Rail-man. The honour was
bestowed in the event organised by Kurukshetra Gurukul Foundation
led by its Founder President Sandeep Deo. Sharma is credited with
reaching out to people/passengers and help them in searching for
lost and found items in trains, platforms

Raj Kumar Goyal to be
sworn in as new CIC

Former IAS officer Raj Kumar Goyal will be sworn in as
ion ¢ o

Chief Inf

(CIC) by Pr

Droupadi Murmu on Monday.

Former Railway Board chief Jaya Verma Sinha, former
IPS officer Swagat Das, former CSS officer Sanjeev Kumar
Jindal, former IAS officer Surendra Singh Meena and ex-
Indian Forest Service officer Khushwant Singh Sethi have

das ion Co issi

been rec

CJI seeks unified judicial policy, tech for courts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Jaisalmer

Pushing for a “unified judicial
policy”, Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant on Saturday said
technology can help align
standards and practices
across courts, creating a
“seamless experience" for
citizens, regardless of their
location.

He said high courts — due
to the federal structure —
have had their own practices
and technological capaci-
ties, and “regional barriers”
can be broken down with
technology to create a more
unified judicial ecosystem.

Delivering the keynote
address at the West Zone
Regional Conference in
Jaisalmer, Kant proposed the
idea of a "national judicial
ecosystem” and called foran
overhaul of India’s judicial
system with the integration
of technology.

“Today, as technology
reduces geographical barri-
ers and enables conver-
gence, it invites us to think of
justice not as regional
systems operating in parallel,

but as one national ecosys-
tem with shared standards,
seamless interfaces, and
coordinated goals,” he said.

He emphasised how
the role of technology in
the judiciary has evolved
over time.

“Technology is no longer
merely an administrative
convenience. It has evolved
into a constitutional instru-
ment that strengthens equal-
ity before the law, expands
access to justice, and
enhances institutional effi-
ciency,” he said, highlighting
how digital tools can bridge
gaps in the judicial system.

Kant pointed out that tech-
nology enables the judiciary
to overcome the limitations
of physical distance and
bureaucratic hurdles.

“It allows the judiciary to
transcend physical barriers
and bureaucratic rigidities to
deliver outcomes that are
timely, transparent and prin-
cipled,” he said, adding that
the effective use of technol-
ogy can modernise the deliv-
ery of justice and make it
more accessible to citizens
across the country.

The CJI called for imple-
menting a “unified judicial
policy”.

He said India's judicial
system has long been shaped
by its federal structure, and
different high courts have
their own practices and tech-
nological capacities.

“India’s vast diversity has
led to different high courts
evolving their own practices,
administrative priorities and
technological capacities. This
variation, though natural in
a federal democracy, has
resulted in uneven experi-
ences for litigants across the
country,” he said.

Kant underscored that
predictability is crucial
for building trust in the
judicial system.

“A core expectation citi-
zens place upon the courts is
predictability,” he said,
adding that citizens should
not only expect fair treat-
ment but also consistency in
how cases are handled
across the country.

He pointed to the potential
of technology in improving
predictability.

“Technology enables us to

track systemic delays and
make problems visible rather
than concealed,” he said.

By identifying areas where
delays occur, such as in bail
matters or cases involving
certain types of disputes,
courts can take targeted
action to address these
issues and improve efficien-
cy, Kant said.

The CJI explained that
data-driven tools could iden-
tify the reasons behind
delays or bottlenecks, allow-
ing for faster, more focused
solutions.

“Technology enables pri-
oritisation by flagging sensi-
tive case categories, monitor-
ing pendency in real time
and ensuring transparent
listing protocols,” he said.

Justice Surya Kant also dis-
cussed the importance of
prioritising urgent cases
where delays could resultin
significant harm. He high-
lighted his recent administra-
tive order that ensures
urgent cases, such as bail
petitions or habeas corpus
cases, are listed within two
days of curing defects.

“Where delay causes deep

harm, the system must
respond with urgency,” he
Stated, explaining that
technology can help
courts identify and expedite
such cases. Kant also raised
the issue of the clarity of
judicial decisions.

He noted that many liti-
gants, despite winning
cases, often struggle to
understand the terms of their
judgment due to complex
legal language.

“Although the orders had
gone in their favour, they
remained unsure of what
relief they had actually
secured because the lan-
guage was too technical,
vague or evasive to under-
stand,” he said.

He advocated for more
uniformity in how judgments
are written. “A unified judi-
cial approach must therefore
extend to how we communi-
cate outcomes,” he said.

The CJl also discussed the
role of Al and digital tools in
improving case manage-
ment. He pointed to the
potential of Al-based
research assistants and
digital case management

systems to streamline judi-
cial processes.

“Emerging technological
tools are now capable of
performing once-unthink-
able functions. They can
highlight missing precedent
references, cluster similar
legal questions, and
simplify factual narration,” he
said, explaining how these
technologies can help judges
make more consistent
decisions.

He also highlighted tools
like the National Judicial
Data Grid and e-courts, which
are already helping to stan-
dardise processes like case
filings and tracking.

Kant reiterated that the
integration of technology
into the judicial process is
not just about improving
efficiency but about uphold-
ing the integrity of the
system and strengthening
public trust. “The measure of
innovation is not the com-
plexity of the software we
deploy, but the simplicity
with which a citizen under-
stands the outcome of their
case and believes that justice
has been served,” he said.

Senior journalists P R Ramesh and Ashutosh
Chaturvedi, and Sudha Rani Relangi, Member (Legal),
PNGRAB will take oath as ICs by newly sworn in CIC.

Cooperatives key to
India’s self-reliance:
Minister Gurjar

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Guwahati

Union Minister Krishan
Pal Gurjar on Saturday
emphasised the role of
the cooperative move-
ment in making the
country self-reliant, with
States like Assam to play
aspecial partin it. He was
speaking at the opening
of the 4th Cooperative
Mela 2025, organised by
the State’s Cooperation
department, under the
guidance of the Ministry
of Cooperation.

The three-day event
will showcase the
strength, diversity and
potential of the coopera-
tive movement in the
State. Gurjar, the Union
Minister of State for
Cooperation, said that the
cooperative movement
in Assam is a natural
extension of the State's
deep cultural and spiritu-
al ethos.

He paid tribute to the
great Vaishnavite saints,
Srimanta Shankaradev
and Madhavdev, whose
teachings on unity, equal-
ity and service to society
form the very foundation
of the cooperative spirit.

He maintained that
under the leadership of
the Prime Minister, and
the focused guidance of
the Union Minister of
Cooperation, the nation-
al vision of ‘sahkar Se
Samriddhi’ (Prosperity
through Cooperation) is
transforming into a
vibrant reality.

Gurjar highlighted the
establishment of the
Ministry of Cooperation in
2021 as a historic step,
providing the necessary
institutional impetus and
aclear blueprint foran all-
round, world-class coop-
erative system in the
country. Praising Assam's
reforms in this sector, the
Union minister said this
State-level proactive
implementation has posi-

tioned itas a leader in key
national initiatives,
including the 100 per cent
computerisation of
Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS),
with over 800 PACS
already adopting the new
Model Byelaws.

He said that this
progress is empowering
youth and women, foster-
ing entrepreneurship in
diverse sectors and con-
tributing to financial
inclusion for over 32 lakh
members. Assam is now
firmly aligned with the
National Cooperative
Policy 2025's goal of estab-
lishing one cooperative in
every village by 2026,
Gurijar said, urging collec-
tive effort to build a pros-
perous, self-reliant and
cooperative-led future for
the State.

State Minister for
Cooperation Jogen
Mohan, also speaking on
the occasion, said the
exhibition is a celebration
of grassroots empower-
ment. He praised the
participants for achiev-
ing self-dependence and
demonstrating remark-
able resourcefulness by
successfully turning waste
into valuable resources
using locally available
materials.

He detailed the com-
prehensive benefits these
cooperatives are bring-
ing to the people, span-
ning diverse sectors—
from the production of
essential goods to the
success of women'’s Self-
Help Groups.

The Cooperative Mela
features participation
from 160 cooperative soci-
eties representing key
sectors such as hand-
loom, fishery, dairy, agri-
culture and youth, and
women-led enterprises,
providing a vibrant
platform for showcasing
local products, innova-
tions and cooperative
success stories.

Papon lights up IRFC 40th Foundation Day

GYANVI SHARMA
B New Delhi

The Indian Railways Finance
Corporation (IRFC) celebrat-
ed its 40th foundation day
on December 12, 2025 in a
spectacular evening filled
with music, joy and nostal-
gia. The highlight of the
evening was none other
than the renowned singer
Papon (Angaraag Mahanta),
whose performance left the
audience mesmerised.

The night began with a
captivating short film show-
casing Papon's journey -
glimpses of his blockbuster
hits, achievements and
memorable past perfor-
mances. The cinematic intro-
duction seamlessly led to his
grand entry on stage,
greeted by the roaring
applause of the audience.

Setting the tone for the
evening, Papon opened with
his iconic song “Kyon” from
the movie Barfi, instantly
winning hearts and
raising the energy in the
auditorium.

What followed was a per-
formance that combined
raw enthusiasm with a soft,
enduring charm. Papon's
voice resonated deeply,
touching not just the ears
but the hearts of everyone
present. Among the high-
lights was his rendition of
the latest hit

“Qayde Se” from the
movie Metro In Dino, which
had the audience swaying to
the rhythm, their flashlights
illuminating the hall like a
sea of stars.

He delighted the crowd
further with a surprise selec-
tion of ghazals by Jagjit

Singh, including the soulful
“Tum Itna Jo Muskura Rahe
Ho,” along with evergreen
classics like “Pehla Nasha
Pehla Khumar,” originally
rendered by Sadhana
Sargam and Udit Narayan.
Each note and each verse
carried a serene and almost
magical quality that held
the audience spellbound.

The energy peaked when
the crowd passionately
requested the chart-topping
song “Bulleya” from the
movie Sultan. Papon
answered with an intriguing
performance, doing full
justice to the audience’s
excitement.

Accompanied by a talent-
ed team of musicians, includ-
ing a skilled guitarist, flute
player and percussionists,
Papon’s ensemble delivered
flawless musical synergy,

creating an unforgettable
experience.

As the evening drew to a
close, Papon and his band
members were felicitated
with mementos and warm
appreciation from Indian
Railways CEO Satish Kumar
and the entire IRFC team led
by CMD Manoj Kumar
Dubey, recognising their
remarkable contribution to
the celebration.

The event was more than
a musical performance, it
was a celebration of talent,
emotion and the enduring
power of music to bring
people together. The 4oth
foundation day of IRFC will
be remembered not only
for its milestone but also for
the magical night when
Papon’s voice transformed
the evening into a heartfelt
musical journey.

Chennai dams full: 27-
year record broken after
monsoon and cyclone

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE (3,300 mcft storage),
W Chennai respectively. The
Chembar witha

For the first time in nearly 27
years, water in three chief
dams supplying drinking
water to Chennai have
reached their full reservoir
level. Three other dams,
too, are brimming with
water as their levels have
reached the maximum level,
thanks to the northeast
monsoon and cyclone
Ditwah. The combined
storage of water in all six
dams accounted for a total
12,273.40 mcft (million cubic
feet), which is 92.83 per
cent, on December 12, as
against a storage of
10,068.42 mcft of water
during the corresponding
period last year.

Poondi and Puzhal dams
have 100 per cent storage,
while Chembarambakkam
has 99.37 per cent water. As
per the data available with
the Chennai Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board, levels of water in
Poondi and Puzhal reser-
voirs have reached the FRL
of 140 feet (3,221 mcft
storage) and 50.20 feet

full tank level of 85.31 feet
(3,645 mcft storage), cur-
rently has 3,622 mcft of
water. All three reservoirs
continue to receive inflows
from the catchment areas.

“The water levels reached
the maximum level due to
cyclone Ditwah that
triggered intense rainfall in
Chennai and neighb
ouring districts during the
northeast monsoon," offi-
cials said.

Cholavaram dam (65.50
feet height), Kannankottai
Thervoy Kandigai (115.35
feet), and Veeranam (47.50
feet) have water up to 59.22
feet, 114.33 feet, and 46.10
feet, respectively.

In 2015, when the city
and suburbs reeled under
massive floods, the water
level at Poondi dam stood at
139.26 feet, which was 98.91
per cent of the storage (i.E
2,905 mcft), Puzhal stood at
48.60 feet - 88.85 per cent
(2,932 mcft), and
Chembarambakkam stood
at 83.05 feet with 83.07 per
cent storage (3,028 mcft).

India in talks with Mexico on high tariffs;
reserves right to act to protect exporters

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

India is engaged with Mexico
over the South American
nation’s decision to unilater-
ally raise tariffs on a number
of products to find mutually
beneficial solutions, even as
New Delhi reserves the right
to take appropriate mea-
sures to safeguard the inter-
ests of its exporters, an offi-
cial said on Saturday.
These duties are
announced against countries
that do not have free trade
agreements with Mexico,
including India, China, South
Korea, Thailand and
Indonesia. The official said
that India, in fact, was
engaged with Mexico during
the initial tabling of a bill in
this regard. The Embassy of
India in Mexico raised the
issue with the Ministry of
Economy on September 30,
2025, itself, seeking special
concessions to shield Indian
exports from the new tariffs.
“India values its partnership
with Mexico and stands ready
to work collaboratively
toward a stable and balanced
trade environment that ben-
efits businesses and con-
sumers in both countries,”

the official added. Further,
both the countries are
looking to start negotiations
for a free trade agreement,
and terms of reference (ToR)
to initiate the talks formally
are expected to be finalised
soon. Experts said that the
trade agreement will help
insulate Indian companies
from these tariffs, which were
imposed under pressure from
the US to align with America
on increasing tariffs against
China and prevent trans-
shippment to America.
Mexico's Senate has
approved a new tariff
measure on December 11,
2025, and it has since been
cleared by both chambers of
Congress. Itis aimed at boost-
ing manufacturing and reduc-
ing trade imbalances.

Under the decision, Mexico
will impose steep import
tariffs - ranging from about 5
per cent to as high as 50 per
cent on a wide range of
goods (about 1,463 tariff lines)
from countries that do not
have free trade agreements
with Mexico, including India,
China, South Korea, Thailand
and Indonesia.

However, the list of items
covered is yet to be officially
notified. The higher duties

will take effect on January 1,
2026. “The Department of
Commerce is engaged with
Mexico’s Ministry of Economy
to explore mutually beneficial
solutions which align with
global trade rules,” the official
said. A high-level meeting in
this regard between
Commerce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal and Mexico's Vice
Minister of Economy Luis
Rosendo has already taken
place and follow on technical
meetings are expected soon.

“India reserves the right to
take appropriate measures to
safeguard the interests of
Indian exporters, while con-
tinuing to pursue a solution
through constructive dia-
logue,” the official added.

The Government official
further said that the actual
impact on Indian exports will
depend on the criticality of
Indian exports to domestic
supply chains in Mexico and
ability of Indian companies to
secure exemptions or pass on
the tariff cost to the Mexican
consumers.

India believes that unilat-
eral increases in MFN (most
favoured nation) tariffs,
without prior consultations,
do not align with the spirit of
our cooperative economic

engagement or with the prin-
ciples of predictability and
transparency underpinning
the multilateral trading
system.

The official also said that
the Government is currently
examining the details and
implications of Mexico’s tariff
revisions and remains
engaged with all stakehold-
ers to monitor the evolving
situation.Federation of Indian
Export Organisations (FIEO)
Director General Ajay Sahai
said that Mexico's decision is
amatter of concern, particu-
larly for sectors like auto-
mobiles and auto compo-
nents, machinery, electrical
and electronics, organic
chemicals, pharmaceuticals,
textiles and plastics.”Such
steep duties will erode our
competitiveness and risk dis-
rupting supply chains that
have taken years to develop,”
Sahai said, adding that this
development also underlines
the little urgency for India
and Mexico to fast-track a
comprehensive trade agree-
ment. Domestic auto compo-
nent manufacturers will face
enhanced cost pressures with
Mexico hiking duties on
Indian imports, according to
industry body ACMA.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

A key UNESCO meet on safe-
guarding intangible cultural
heritage (ICH) being held at
Delhi’s Red Fort ends on
Saturday, with the panel
adding 67 new living her-
itage elements from various
countries during the nearly
week-long session.

The next session of the
Inter Governmental
Committee (IGC) for the
Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage
will be hosted in December
2026 in China's Xiamen city,
a senior official of UNESCO
said on Friday.

The closing ceremony was

hosted in the evening by
India at the temporary pavil-
ion, Plenary Hall, at the fort
complex, as delegates will
head out for sightseeing on
Saturday after days of
intense discussion.

The session was held for
the first time in India with
the Red Fort, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, as its
venue. Fumiko Ohinata,
Secretary, UNESCO 2003
Convention for the
Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage,
in her address at the cere-
mony, described the Mughal-
era fort complex as a “mag-
nificent backdrop” for the
meeting.

The Mughal-era monu-

ment is famous for its
massive fortified walls. “We
enjoyed all India moments,”
Ohinata said.

Later, interacting with PTI,
she said the next session of
the IGCwill be held in China.

Sixty-seven cultural ele-
ments, including India’s
Deepavali, Iran’s art of
mirror-work in Persian archi-
tecture, the UAE's tradition-
al art form that blends per-
forming arts with oral tradi-
tion and Switzerland's yodel-
ling, have been added to
UNESCO’s various intangi-
ble heritage lists over the
period of December 9-11.

Nominations were sent
by nearly 80 countries.

In a Statement, UNESCO

said over the course of the
week, the 24 member States
of the committee examined
67 living heritage elements,
including, 11 elements
inscribed on the List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage
in Need of Urgent
Safeguarding; 53 elements
inscribed on the
Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity; and one
programme selected on
the Register of Good
Safeguarding Practices of
Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Furthermore, in response
to the positive impact of
the safeguarding measures
put in place since their
inscription, two elements

have also been transferred
from the List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage in Need of
Urgent Safeguarding to the
Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity, and their cor-
responding safeguarding
programmes have been
added to the Register of
Good Safeguarding Practices.
With this year’s inscrip-
tions, 849 cultural practices
in 157 countries are now
part of UNESCO?s living her-
itage lists, UNESCO said.
“Fragile yet essential,
living heritage remains a
pillar of cultural diversity in
aworld that can at times feel
fragmented and divided.
Living, creative, and carried

UNESCO meet at Delhi’s Red Fort concludes; 67 new elements added to

by communities, it reminds
us of what binds us togeth-
er,” UNESCO Director-
General Khaled El-Enany was
quoted as saying in the
Statement.

“Let us keep alive the hope
that unites us today: to share
knowledge, strengthen con-
nections, and build bridges
across borders,” he said.

The 20th session of the
panel began on December 8.
The opening ceremony was
held on December 7, with
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar attending it as the
chief guest. “We have reaf-
firmed the extraordinary
diversity, creativity, and
living wisdom of communi-
ties across the world. Each

ICH lists

inscription is not merely an
addition to a list but a
renewed commitment to
safeguarding practices that
give meaning, identity, and
continuity to human soci-
eties,” India’s Ambassador
and Permanent Delegate to
UNESCO, Vishal V Sharma,
said in his address at the
closing ceremony. Union
Culture Secretary Vivek
Aggarwal said this session
has reaffirmed the signifi-
cance of intangible heritage
in “sustaining communities,
nurturing continuity and for-
tifying social cohesion, par-
ticularly at a time when
globalisation, conflict and
climate pressure challenge
our cultural ecosystems”.
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Fought in the
unforgiving sands of the
Thar Desert, the Battle
of Longewala remains
one of the most
extraordinary defensive
stands in military
history. From December
4-7,1971, a small
Indian Army company-
vastly outnumbered and
facing overwhelming
armour-held its ground
against a major
Pakistani offensive.
Longewala is now
regarded globally as a
case study in battlefield
strategy, leadership and
grit. It is celebrated as
Vijay Diwas in
December every year
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- Battie of longewala (Rajasthan)
o 05th December 1971
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The Battle of Longewala, immortalised in
the film Border, was one of the most deci-
sive engagements of the 1971 Indo-Pakistani
War. Fought between December4 and 7in
the Thar Desert of Rajasthan, it showcased
the extraordinary courage, tactical bril-
liance, and resilience of the Indian Army.
This defensive victory not only halted a
major Pakistani armoured thrust but also
reshaped the outcome of the war. Owing
to its unique character, Longewala is now
taught as a case study in leading military
academies across the world. The 1971 war
was triggered by the Bangladesh Liberation
movement, as East Pakistan (now
Bangladesh) fought for independence from
West Pakistan. As Indian forces advanced
rapidly in the East, Pakistan-anticipating
imminent defeat-planned a major offensive
in the Western theatre. The strategy was
to capture Indian territory and use it as
leverage during post-war negotiations.

The 1997 war epic Border, directed by JP Dutta, remains one

of Indian cinema's most iconic portrayals of patriotism. Based
on the Battle of Longewala during the 1971 Indo-Pak War, the
ilm's creation is filled with fascinating behind-the-scenes

stories that shaped its authenticity and legacy.

INSPIRED BY A TRUE HERO

JP Dutta drew heavily from the real-life experiences of Major

(later Brigadier) Kuldip Singh Chandpuri, who commanded the
outnumbered Indian troops at Longewala. The film's character
played by Sunny Deol is closely modelled on him, and the
officer himself visited the sets during shooting.

SHOT IN REAL DESERT TERRAIN

To recreate the harsh conditions of the Thar desert, the crew

AUTHENTIC MILITARY SUPPORT

The Indian Army offered extensive support to the film,
providing tanks, artillery, vehicles, and access to border posts.
Many soldiers even appeared as extras, adding remarkable
realism to the battle sequences.

ATRIBUTE BORN FROM PERSONAL LOSS
Director J.P. Dutta dedicated Border to his brother,
Squadron Leader Deepak Dutta, who lost his life in the

1971 war.
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In Rajasthan, the
Pakistani Army launched
attacks along the border,
with its main and most
formidable thrust directed
at the Longewala post. This
post was defended by Alfa
Company of the 23rd
Battalion of the Punjab
Regiment, commanded by
Major Kuldip Singh
Chandpuri. On December 4,
1971, Captain Dharam Vir of
Alfa Company was on patrol along the
International Border. Around 8:00 pm, he
detected the unmistakable sound of tank
movementacross the border-indicating a
large mechanized column approaching
Longewala. He immediately relayed the
information to Major Chandpuri, who at first
found the scale hard to believe. But repeat-
ed confirmations from Capt Dharam Vir

soon made it clear: an enemy infantry
brigade supported by a tank regiment and
an armoured squadron was advancing
towards them.

This timely intelligence allowed the
Indian defenders to quickly assume
battle positions. Capt Dharam Vir was
ordered to shadow the enemy column,

provide continuous updates, and then
withdraw to join the main defensive
stand. Battalion Headquarters at
Sadhewala rushed two recoilless guns to
reinforce the post.

Defence Against Impossible Odds

As darkness descended, the Pakistani
armour advanced towards Longewala.
Outnumbered and outgunned, Alfa
Company held its fire until the enemy

came within striking distance. Major
Chandpuri moved across the defences,
encouraging his men and coordinating
urgently requested reinforcements and
air support. Throughout the night of
December 4, Alfa Company withstood
repeated enemy assaults, repelling
them with fierce determination. Their

shot extensively in Bikaner and Jaisalmer. The temperatures
soared above 45°C, posing challenges for actors and crew, but
lending the visuals a raw, authentic feel.

s

GAURAV BHAKHRI
Lt Colonel

defensive stance prevented
Pakistani forces from over-
running the post before
dawn-a critical factor that
would change the course of
the battle.

The Turning Point

At first light on December
5, the Indian Air Force
launched a devastating air
campaign. Hawker Hunter
and HF-24 Marut aircraft,
guided by a Forward Air Controller, con-
ducted precise bombing runs. Pakistani
tanks, stranded in the dunes and unable to
manoeuvre effectively, became easy
targets.

By evening, the Pakistani advance had
collapsed. They abandoned the battle-
field, leaving behind 37 destroyed tanks and
numerous vehicles. The Indian Army had
secured a resounding victory.

Honours and Legacy
Major Kuldip Singh Chandpuri was awarded
the Maha Vir Chakra for exceptional lead-
ership. Many soldiers of Alfa Company
received honours for their valour. The battle
stands as a powerful reminder of the
importance of defending sovereignty,
adapting under pressure, and leveraging
joint operations.

Strategic Significance

= Decisive Defensive Victory:
Longewala demonstrated
India’s ability to repel a major
armoured offensive with
minimal resources.

m Protection of Rajasthan: The
stand at Longewala prevented
Pakistani forces from advancing
towards Ramgarh and Jaisalmer.

= Impact on the Eastern Theatre: By

failing in the West, Pakistan lost
its only potential bargaining tool
during the liberation of

This personal connection infused the film with emotional
depth and sincerity.

REAL TANKS, REAL EXPLOSIONS

Modern CGI-heavy battle films, Border used real explosives,
controlled blasts, and actual military hardware. This practical
approach gave the combat scenes their gritty impact.

THE ICONIC MUSIC WAS ALMOST DIFFERENT

AGENDA

War is an act of
violence pushed
to its utmost
limits
~ Carl von Clausewitz

Major Kuldeep Singh
Chandpuri, Company
Commander, with Captait
Dharamveer Singh \

Bangladesh.

= Morale Booster: The victory significant-
ly uplifted Indian Army morale.

= Global Military Lessons: Longewala con-
tinues to be studied for its exemplary use
of defensive tactics, intelligence, and air-
land coordination.

Key Factors Behind the Victory
Timely Intelligence: Capt Dharam Vir's
early detection of Pakistani armour was crit-
ical in preparing the defences.
Effective Air Support: The Indian Air Force's
relentless assaults played a decisive role in
neutralising enemy armour.

strong Defensive Positioning: The Indian
Army’s well-prepared positions and coor-
dinated firepower proved superior despite
being heavily outnumbered.

The Battle of Longewala remains one of
the greatest examples of courage under fire.
It is a testament to how determination,
leadership, and strategic clarity can over-
come overwhelming odds-and how a
single night's stand can alter the destiny of
anation.

IN RAJASTHAN, THE
PAKISTANI ARMY
LAUNCHED ATTACKS
ALONG THE BORDER,
WITH ITS MAIN AND
MOST FORMIDABLE
THRUST DIRECTED AT
THE LONGEWALA POST.
THE POST WAS
DEFENDED BY ALPHA
COMPANY OF THE
23RD BATTALION, THE
PUNJAB REGIMENT

SUNNY DEOL'S POWERFUL DIALOGUE DELIVERY
It was one of the best performance by Sunny Deol who shined
in his role, his powerful dialogues are still remembered and

float on social media.

A MASSIVE ENSEMBLE CAST

Putting together the star-studded team-Sunny Deol, Jackie

Shroff, Suniel Shetty, Akshay Khanna, Tabu, and others-was a
logistical feat. Many actors agreed to reduced fees due to the

film's patriotic subject.

The now-classic soundtrack by Anu Malik-featuring "Sandese

Aate Hain" and "Mere Dushman"-was recorded with live
orchestration. Interestingly, the producers initially
considered a different composer, but Malik's patriotic

melodies became immortal.

ONE OF INDIA'S BIGGEST BLOCKBUSTERS
Despite being over three hours long, Border became one of
the highest-grossing films of 1997 and remains a benchmark

for Indian war cinema.
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“ALL DAY LONG | KEEP WISHING, LET

PARTITION BE A PAST NOW. IT SHOULD ONLY

GENDA
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In August 1947, India was partitioned into India and
Pakistan. What was intended to be a political solu-
tion to terminate colonial control resulted in one
of history's largest, most violent, and most inhu-
mane partitions, fuelled by religion. Millions were
uprooted; communal riots, massacres, abductions,
forced conversions, and sexual assault ensued as
people fled over hastily formed borders. The
human toll-lives lost, families fractured, and com-
munities torn apart-became the defining tragedy
of the subcontinent's fall from empire.

A History of Cultural Integration

Long before 1947, the Indian subcontinent was a
layered, composite civilisation. Over many cen-
turies it assimilated migrants and conquerors. India
developed as a cross-cultural civilisation; Greeks,
Kushans, Huns, and Persians all contributed to the
development of India's culture; Amir Khusrau
shaped early Hindavi-Urdu; Akbar's Din-i-llahi
and Sulh-i-Kul promoted pluralism; Dara Shikoh
connected Sufism and Vedanta; and |ayasi's
Padmavat combined Islamic mythology with
Indian ethos, creating a shared, composite civili-
sation that transcended strict boundaries.

The Tragic Anomaly

Sheikh Ahmad Sirhindi opposed syncretism; Altaf
Hussain Hali emphasised a distinct Muslim iden-
tity; Sir Syed Ahmad Khan advocated for separate
Muslim sociopolitical interests; Muhammad Iqbal
envisioned autonomous Muslim destiny;
Muhammad Ali Jinnah turned this into political sep-
aratism; extremist sects later inflamed hostility -
but some humane stories of partition emerged
amidst the chaos.

Their swords were gleaming, icy, and ruthless

I was only 12 years old when Pakistan was formed, but those
moments still live inside me as if they happened yesterday.
My mother, Gyanvati; father, Anant Ram; uncle, Santaram;
older brothers, and Prannath; and my si th-
old baby sister all resided in Bahdemalli at the time. Before
everything turned red one day, life was straightforward and
tranquil.

I can recall the thudding footsteps of men hurrying into
our home and the sound ofangry voices. Their swords were
gleaming, cold, and ruthless. They attacked and killed my
father, my uncle, and my older brother Ramnath before |
could comprehend anything. | saw firsthand how repeat-
edly they struck them. | can still hear their cries of “hai, hail”
They cried out, but nobody responded. As a small child wit-
nessing her world being torn apart, | was frozen.

My brother Prannath grabbed my hand, crying and shout-
ing. We ran. My mother carried my infant sister in her arms
and ran. She looked for a well to jump into to save their
honour. To her shock, the well was already filled with
women's dead bodies. Unfortunately, my little sister died
due to suffocation. My mother survived, along with around
thirty-five other women. Hours later, the military arrived and
pulled the 35 survivors out of the well. From there, they were
taken to the refugee camp, where my mother and | were
reunited — thanks to the jawans of the Gorkha Rifles.

Even now, when | try to talk about it, the words break on
my tongue. My heart starts to shake. I survived, but | lost
my father, uncle, brother, and my youngest sibling at home,
whom I never saw again. That youngster inside me is still
looking for them.

Name: Darshana Rani
Born: 1935 Baddomalli, Tehsil Shakargarh,
Now lives in: Ghuman, Punjab

Terror consume even the toughest men

1 was around thirteen or fourteen when Partition tore
through our lives. We lived near Shakargarh, in a commu-
nity where Hindus and Muslims had coexisted for years.
My father, Ram Lal; my mother, Chaman Dai; and all of our
relatives were present. We never anticipated that one day
we would be running for our lives.

| visited Gota Sarajwali with my maternal grandparents
a few days before the actual violence began. | had no idea
that | would be separated from my entire family. When
the killings began, people in my community started fleeing
on foot-afraid, unarmed, and trying to save their children.
My family crossed the Rawi Bridge and arrived in Sarajwali.
There, Muslims urged us, “If you want to save your life,
convert,” and we all converted to Islam. For nearly a month,
this continued, and | witnessed terror consume even the
toughest men. “Many who converted then used to go to
the masjid for namaz, adopting a distinct identity.”

One day, Indian military vehicles entered the village.
Their voices broke through the dread like a miracle. They
saved the surviving Hindus and led us to safety. | was reunit-
ed with my mother and brothers in a refugee camp, and
it felt as though | had been given my life back.

Years later, we rebuilt our lives in Ghuman. | married
there, my family expanded, and life progressed. Her son
Rajakumar has narrated this account.

Name: Kamala Rani

Born: ¢.1933-34 Kanjrur area, Tehsil Shakargarh

Ghuman, Punjab

Partition of India

“EVEN NOW, WHEN | TRY TO TALK ABOUT IT, THE WORDS
BREAK ON MY TONGUE. MY HEART STARTS TO SHAKE. |
SURVIVED, BUT | LOST MY FATHER, UNCLE, BROTHER, AND MY

YOUNGEST SIBLING AT HOME, WHOM | NEVER SAW AGAIN. THAT

YOUNGSTER INSIDE ME IS STILL LOOKING FOR THEM”

REMAIN A PART OF HISTORY.”
— GULZAR
= : ~— L PR

They gave the girls poison pills

My father, Sardar Gulab Singh, was an industri-
alist. He owned a cotton factory. We were four
brothers and five sisters. The population of the
Sillanwali mandi was about 10,000. More than
half of them were Muslims. Inside the town there
were Hindus, and around the outside were
Muslim bastis. There were mostly bhatti (labour-
er) Muslims there. There was a municipality.

We had a very big haveli. The haveli's name
was “Guru Arjun Building.” There were many ser-
vants.

Nawab Allahbakhsh, who was the uncle of CM
Malik Khizar Hayat Tiwana and happened to be
my father's friend, told us that we need not worry
as long as he was with us. My father told all of
us brothers and sisters that if ever there was an
attack on our haveli by the Muslims, how would
we face it? What should we do in that situation?
Above all, he worried about his three daughters,
who were aged about 12 to 17. He gave them, one
by one, small sachets of poison (zehar ki pudiya)
and told them that if such a situation arose and
they fell into the hands of Muslims, then at that
time they should take this poison.

Pakistan was formed, and conditions became
worse and worse. Nawab said,
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here. Now you must leave this place.” Another
friend from the bhatti also said, “Now you should
leave and sell your kothi to me; | will give fifty
thousand rupees for it.” But my father said that
he would give him the haveli without him pur-
chasing it and come back later on when all this
ended-little did he know that we would not be
able to return.

So one day we decided to leave the placeand

went to the station in the dark. Others soon fol-
lowed, saying, "Ifyou leave, we will leave as well."
Unfortunately, we could not leave because the
train was full of dead bodies. By mid-August 1947,
tensions in Punjab were rising, with allegations
of looting and killings. Many Muslims' behaviour
inSillanwali had also changed, causing concerns.

We fled in a truck to Sargodha and from there
to Amritsar, then spent a year in Rajasthan before
settling in Ludhiana. There my father reopened
our ration depot and rebuilt life from scratch. In
1963, | joined the Punjab Police, later serving in
anti-terror operations and eventually becoming
IGP. | also led the RAF and handled communal
crises, retiring with Partition's memories still
engraved in my soul.
Name: Charanijit Pal Singh

Di

“Sardar ji, now it is not right for you to remain

m: 1936, Sillanwali Mandi, District
Sargodha. Now lives in: Sector-40, Noida

THE 1947 PARTITION WAS A TRAGEDY ON A MASSIVE SCALE. SIR CYRIL RADCLIFFE, THE BRITISH LAWYER WHO

Diljit Rai Wadhawan

Iwas born in Gujranwala, in my nanaka, in 1936.
My Nana ji, Nand Lal Chopra, was always ill, and
I mostly remember him lying on his bed. Nani
ji, Goma Devi, was active in Congress - always
going to meetings. | spent my first four years
with them before returning to Muraliwala, our
village in Gujranwala district. As 1947
approached, the atmosphere worsened.
Muslims in nearby villages began turning

hostile. Even the local police were Muslim, so
their “assurances” meant nothing.

One day, some friends came to warn my
father: Muslims were planning a raat ka hamla,
a midnight attack. My father refused to put
Hindu guards outside; he did not want to
provoke anyone. But the attack still came.
Around midnight, hundreds surrounded our
haveli. Cries of “maar do, kaat do!" echoed from
all sides. Rain began pouring, making the chaos
even darker. My father shouted, “Musalm?no?
ne dhokha de diyal” as we scrambled inside.

Father locked my mother, siblings, and me
inside a small room, saying, “Main apne

DREW THE LINES, WAS UNFAMILIAR WITH INDIA'S GEOGRAPHY. HE DIVIDED THE PROVINCES OF PUNJAB AND

BENGAL BASED ON MAPS AND RELIGIOUS/CASTE DATA, A TASK HE CARRIED OUT WITHOUT EVER VISITING INDIA.
AROUND 15 MILLION PEOPLE WERE DISPLACED, AND AROUND 1-2 MILLION PEOPLE WERE KILLED.

saamne tumhe marta hua nahi dekh sakta.” He
and my elder brother hid elsewhere.

| was looking through the tiny ventilation
hole, at the faces who were very well known
to us from our neighbouring houses, assassi-
nating my relatives and family members in
wrath. We heard blows, screams, and the
pounding of doors through the night.

Even today, that night feels like it never truly
ended.
Name: Diljit Rai Wadhawan
Born: 20 May 1936, Khu Wali Gali, Abadi
Hakimrai, Gujranwala
Now lives in: Sector-26, Noida

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the author, Krishnanand Sagar, who wrote the book titled
Witnesses of Partition-era India, and who preserved these precious testimonies with such dedication
and care. Because of your patient interviews, itive listenil i il

and c to doc

lived memories, we were able to compile these stories with depth, authenticity, and respect. These'
voices — once scattered by violence and displacement — have found a place, a dignity, and a perma-
nence through your work, ensuring that these experiences are not forgotten and giving future gener-
ations the chance to understand the courage, loss, and resilience of Partition survivors.
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File photo of Englan:
2023 Ashes series

How Bazball bubble
burst Down Under

RINGSIDE

VIEW

Tushar Bhaduri

CRICKET IS PLAYED on the field, not in
the imagination of the contestants. But
it seems England’s Ashes plans were
based more on hope and bravado than
on pragmaticanalysis.

Calling Australia a ‘Dad’s Army’
would have felt good, as if youth is a

uccess.Th everal

s Ben Stokes and Australia’s Pat Cummins after the

REUTERS

hy batsmen in th for-

mat of the game. The latter got a mon-
keyoffhis backwith his first Test century
in Australia at Brisbane, but there’s
hardly anyone else who can be relied
upon to keep the home side bowling for
alongtime.

Stokes’statement after the defeat in
the second Test that ‘Australia is not a
place forweak men’and ‘the dressing
room I'm captain of isn’t for weak men
either’has been much talked about. But
strength doesn’t always mean running
towards the danger — as the mantra of
the McCullumera seems to be.

Australia, on the other hand, have
relied on old-fashioned virtues of

playersof thefirst-choice XIforthe hosts
dropped out due to injury, they would
have thought they were halfway to
regaining the urn

Butasthings stand Australiaare 2-0

dogged determination, hanging in

P Chidambaram

No one raised a controversy
on the two-stanza national
song since 1937.Why now?
Parliament and the
governments ought to be
concerned with the pressing
problems of the people in
the present and on the
ambitious goals of the
country for the future

HISTORY IS LIKE the commons. Any one
can enter the commons and write or re-
write history — until the myths are blown
by subsequent research and study. Euro-
pean theorists, and some copy-cat Indian
portrayed theAr;
rior race who invaded and ‘civilized’ India
and other lands. It was a myth. Ancient
clvl.hsanons had flourished in many parts

through tough' and

one to do the job at every ]unnum
Travis Head had to open in the second
innings at Perth with the hosts facinga

upafter f cricket,and
though England winning theremaining
threeTests totake theseriesisstill math-
ematically possible, reality suddenly
seemsto d. donth hohad
felt Ben Stokes and his men simply had
toturn up toget thejob done.
Suddenly, the Bazball ship is full of
holes. The emphasis on having a good

as playm; and thecoachingstaff not car-
ingenou;
Batsmen are now reckless and
T A

tiff What theleft-
hander adneved in Lhe subsequent
couple of hours has gone down in
Ashes folklore.

No player is indispensable for the
Aussies. This is in contrast to what for-
mer England captain Michael Vaughan
said on commentary to emphasise
Stokes’importance to his team: “With
Ben in the side, they can beat anybody.
Without Ben, they can beat nobody.”

For Australia, no Pat Cummins, no
Josh Hazlewood, no problem. Steve

the fielding, the better.

Brendon McCullum’s stint as coach
is said to have revolutionised the way
England play Test cricket. They had won
oue of the previous 17 Tests before the

Butasthel
eymoon period gave way to cold loglc, it
became obvious that 'style of play'and
'vibes'had taken precedence overresults
onthe field.

If drawing homeseriesagainst India
andAustralia- England's twomost high-
profile opponents - is the regime's
biggestachievement, it suggests hyper-
bole and performance had not gone
hand in hand. England had not won a
Test Down Undersince 2010-11,losing
13 of 15 matches before the start of the
current tour, o it was never going to be
acakewalk, irrespective of the quality of
the Australian squad. But things always
look better through rose-tinted glasses.

England overestimated their
strength and the merit of the players
they were taking into battle. Zak Craw-
leyand Ollie Pope play the odd spectac-
ularknock,surrounded by lot of average
ones. Harry Brook is highly rated and
ranked, but his risk-heavy game is
unsuitable to anything other than the
flattest of pitches. Jamie Smith was
largely unproven.

Alot was made of the English pace
battery, the fastest they had taken to
Australia in more than halfa century.
But if history was anything to go by, it
was always going to be an effort to keep
them on the park. Those who managed
to stay fit lost pace and potency, not
beingeffectiveenoughastheheat, pres-
sure and dogged resi of the Aus-

Smith stepped in inthe cap-
tain'sj MitchellStarc
1

theattack
light on Test experience. Leaving outvet-
eran off-spinner Nathan Lyon was prob-
ably the wrong move in Brisbane, but
Michael Neser ensured Australia didn’t
feel the pinch by taking his maiden five-
wicket haul in Tests.

Respect Tests

Test cricket hasbeen here foralmost
a century and a half, and it cannot be
played like its younger cousins — One-
Day Internationals and Twenty20s —
especially for a significant period of
time. One has to respect the conditions
and the game situation; one’s natural
game can'talways be the go-to option.

Like it or not,an Ashes series defines
Aust_rahan and F.ngland pIaye[s espe-

preparing
fcr this series ever since the last one
ended with honours even in 2023.
1t has been more than a decade since
England won the Ashes, and it has
muchtodowiththefact that the'ymake
their ionwith it - everythi
is just a preparation or warm-up —
prettyapparent.

The Australians, while being
immensely passionateabout these con-
tests,don’t makeit the be-alland end-all
of their existence. They focus on what's
ahead of them and as a result win more
often against different opponents,
making themselves a better team
inthe process.

Thepenny seems to have dropped on
the fourth dayof the Brisbane Testwhen
Stokes and Will Jacks took the old-fash-

tostayin the game.They

tralians took their toll. The lack of expe-
rience meant therewas no leaderof the
attack. There is no quality spinner to
speak of. Shoaib Bashir was selected
keepingin mind conditionsin Australia
and without any first-class record to
speak of —a common approach under
thecurrentdispensation - butasof now,
there’s noassurance of him gettingany
game time in this series.

Their best men

The two quality players in the tour-
ingparty,undeniably,are skipper Stokes
— who seems to have the burden of the
world on his shoulders as he hardly gets
muchsupportand guidancewhen Eng-
land arein thefield —and Joe Root,one of

would have seen the match-defining
partnership between Starc and Scott
Boland in the Australian firstinnings.In
the final analysis, it only delayed the
inevitable but was a viable blueprint
tofollow.

The last three Ashes series in Aus-
tralia have finished 5-0,4-0 and 4-0 in
favour of the hosts. Eng[ami publlcal.ly
atleast,stillhold th
theurn.Adrawor: anAusslewdorymthe

ofL Indo-Aryan move-

Congress activists protest over the Vande Mataram controversy

Distortion of history,
disdain for future

Mataram was born...

“..MohammedAli Jinnahraised aslogan
against Vande Mataram from Lucknow on
October 15,1937. Instead of firmly coun-

i he Musli

d

1905 Rabindranath Tagore sang the
poem while leading nationalist protest
Sons: Vinde i

Mr Modi carefully avoided the fact that
the RSS and the BJP’s predecessor had no

ical slogan.
1908 Tamﬂ poet Subramania Bharathi

ments: for example, archaeols 1 dis-
coveries in Keezhadi and other places in
TamilNaduhave tracedaflourishing civil-
isation to 3500 BCE.

Christopher Columbus ‘discovered”
Americawasan earlylessonin history that
weall learnt in school. It was inaccurate in
many ways; the land now called
America was populated by men and
women for several centuries before
Columbus landed on the continent.
Research has proved that the North

had reached North Americanearly
500yearsbefore Columbus.

Distorians abound

Politicians love to take liberties with
history. The BJP (and the government)
accused the Congress of mutilating the
National Song, Vande and

L them,
Nehru, then Congress President, did not re-

the phrase Vande Mataramin

I4
ment to Vande Mataram and began ques-
tioning the Vande Mataram itself. Just five

his poem Enthaiyum thayum... Bankim
[ i i free-

dom fighter.
1930s Communal politics was on the
i became: i

days after [innal’s on October
20, 1937, Nehru wrote a letter to Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose, agreeing with Jin-
nah’ssentiment...

“..(Nehru said) ‘T have read the back-
ground of the Vande Mataram song.
1 feel that this background may provoke
Muslims.

“..Unfortunately, on October 26,1937,
the Congress compromised on Vande
Mataram, fragmenting it in their deci-
sion...history bears witness that the INC

the Muslim L d
under its pressure, adopting a politics of
The INC has become MMC

insisted on a day-long debate in both
Housesof Parliament in thewintersession.

(Muslim League-Maoist Congress)”.
MrAmit Shah said that dividing the

The party rated theirversion
of 'hlstcr)f, it was distorted hlstory =
distory.The chief distorian was the prime
minister, Mr Narendra Modi. To quote
hiswords:

“Vande Mataram was composed at a

i afterthe1857,

the British Empire was

imposed various pressures and injustices
upan Indza I[ was then tlmr Bankim-da

force, and fmm that defiance Vande

litics of appease- 28-10-1937 CWCadopted thetwostan-
mentwhlch ledto PamnorLItwas a leap of  zasofthepoemastheNational Song.
that. an: January 1939 CWC relteratcd the reso-
will squirm in theirseats. lutionata inginWardhais
of Mahatma Gandhi.
Ashort histo: The selection of a few verses for a
3 Hmlsabm:ymnehneofthesong national anthem or song is not unusual.
led and 18’ kim Chandra Cl jeewrote Jana Gana Mana, which is the National
a few stanzas of a hymn that remained Anthem,isanabridgedversion of the fuller
unpublished. poem by Rabindranath Tagore. National
with greatel 1881 An expanded version of the poem  anthems of many countries are abridged '
was included in the novel, i flonger songs.
The Raj Niwas staff, however, offer tion could not have b p ily
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Missing splendour

A visit last month to the over
250-year-old palace built by France in
Puducherry for its Governor-Gener-
als, which later served as the Raj
Niwas for the Union Territory’s
Lieutenant Governors, was an eye-
opener. The stately rooms have been
stripped of the fabled furniture and
artefacts accumulated by the French
over two centuries, i possi-

28-09-1937 Rajendra Prasad wrote to
Sardar Patel raising apprehensions about
widespread opposition to the song and sug-
gesting that the Congress’s policy should be
laid down. On the eve of the meeting of the
CWC, Netaji Bose sought the advice of Tagore.

17-10-1937 Netaji Bose wrote to Jawa-
harlal Nehru to discuss the song in the CWC

20-10-1937 Nehru wrote to Bose that
the controversy was manufactured by the

that
matterwnfh’l‘agure and others.

26-10-1937 Tagorewrote to Ne_lu:u that
thefirst part of
had inspirational quality which was not
offensive to any religious community.

vague explanations as to where the
absent pieces are presently. One clar-
ification is that the furniture has
already moved to the proposed new
Raj Niwas, formerly a distillery and
stillincomplete. Another staffer sug-
gests that the furniture remains in
the original building, but avisit to the
premises belied the claim. The con-
scientious former L-G Kiran Bedi,
who officiated between 2016 and
2021, assigned an intern to preparea
booklet detailing photographs and
descriptions of all major artworks
during her tenure. Many of the pieces
described in the brochure are no
longer on display.

Those in-charge of the mansion’s
mtenorsm recentyears seem to have

dlack of

bly some of the treasurers looted by
Governor-General Joseph Dupleix,
who occupied an earlier building at
the samessite.

The missing treasures include
porcelain statues, ornate French fur-
niture carved from Burmese teak,
Belgian mirrors, antique Chinese
vases,a 200-year-old grand pianoand
paintings, including French artist
Andre Marie’s depiction of the

Adelaide Test, starting on
could endall that speculation. But if the
visitors want to avoid this tour becom-
ing the most disappointing in recent
history — as it was considered theirbest
chance to win away from home — they
need togoback to basics.

tai rock temple. The expla-
nation forthe absent artefacts s that
the building is unsafe as the founda-
tionissinkingand the walls are crum-
bling — a fact certified by IIT-Chen-
naiand the PWD.

hllmes and the décor makes a mock-
ery of the building’s past glory. Plas-
tic chairs were placed next to the few
remaining French mantle clocks,
cheap pink tiles fixed close to the
exquisite handmade Athangudi tiles
with European designs and along
with the few remaining Thanjavur
paintings, someone has hung atro-
cious kitsch.

The question that begs an answer
iswho isin charge of the inventory of
the artefacts? Why should the trea-
sures be scattered between abuilding
that is yet to be letely vacated

oletoplayi India’ leorin

popularising In
fact, the RSS did not raise the national flag
for 52 years inits national headquarters.

Wrong priorities

No one raised a controversy on the
two-stanza national song since 1937.
Why now? Parliament and the govern-
ments ought to be concerned with the
pressing problems of the people in the
present and on the ambitious goals of
the country for the future.

China’s constituent bodies debate
robotics, Artificial Intelligence,
Machine Learning, the challenges of
space, the oceans and data,and how
these will profoundly transform
human life on this planet. India’s Par-
liament should be concerned about
the problems in the present that are
poverty, education, healthcare, infra-
structure, production of and access for
all to goods and services, financial sta-
bility, trade deficit, climate change,
and other knowns.

In the future, India’s challenges will
be growing inequality, population,
internal migration, secularism, science
and technology, and other unknowns.

Distorting history is bad enough,
disdain for the future is unpardonable.

Website: phidambaram.in
Twitter: @Pchidambaram_IN

housed in the museum across the
road, which showcases a paltry dis-
play of French heritage. Unfortu-
nately, the two L-Gs who succeeded
Bedi, Dr Tamilisai and

his be it his refrain about
the Adani-Ambani monopoly or “vote
chori”. After Operation Sindoor, Rahul
taunted Modi that India had
capitulated because of Trump and

Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan,
stayed at the Raj Niwas onlybriefly as
Puducherry was an additional tem-

ly quoted the US
President’s descuptmu of the Indian
economy as “dead”, oblivious that he
was not merely mocking Modi but

porary charge and Tel their
principal responsibility, Present L-G
K Kailashnathan, once PM Modi’s
trusted adviser as Gujarat CM, took
charge only late Ilast year.
Shortly after he joined, he was
informed that the building was
unsafe and he shifted his family to
residential quarters in the building
under construction, though he still
functions from the Raj Niwas.

Sister outshines brother

There is nearagreement even in
the Congress that Priyanka Gandhi
outshines her brotherasa
parliamentarian. Her speeches in
Hindi, clutching notes for reference,
resonate with audiences. She has met
Amit Shah and | P Nadda seeking the
Centre’s assistance for her Wayanad
constituency. Priyanka is an active
member of the parli

offending nationalistic

On the other hand, Priyanka in her
Parliament speech on Operation
Sindoor, was restrained, raising the
pertinent point that someone should
be accountable for security lapses.
that permitted terrorists to enter
Baisaran Valley.

Dancing with enemy

The growing disenchantment with
Rahul's lead inusually
meek Congresspersons not shy of being
seen publicly consortingwith his pet
target, billionaire Gautam Adani.In
Bhopal, Digvijay Singh attended the
wedding of the director of an Adani
company,while Sushil Kumar Shinde
posed with the controversial industrialist
athisown granddaughter’swedding.
Telangana’s Congress CM Revanth Reddy

the Adanis and Amb:

committee on home and fnendly with
fellow MPs across the board.In
contrast, Rahul is generally stiffand
with the ruling party. His

and another that is still incomplete?
One wonders why the entire collec-

choice of issues and confused, badly
researched, extempore speeches are

Congressallies Supriya Suleand Mahua
Moitradanced on stage togetherwith B[P
'MP Rangana Ranaut to the Bollywood
song ‘Deewangi Deewangi’at former
Congressman-turned-BJP MP Naveen
Jindal’s daughter’s wedding,

R.N.I. Reg.No.TNENG/2010/35768 Printed and published by HS Gadhadar on behalf of The Indian Express (P) Ltd Published at New No.36/47, Eldorado building, Unit No.1C, 1st floor, Nungambakkam High Road, Chennai 600 034. Phone (046679 1000. Printed at MNS Printers Pyt. Ltd.No: 76/1,
* (¢

Bhuvana Nursery Avenve, Velappanchavadi, Poonamallee High Road, Chennai - 600 077. Chairman ofthe Board: Viveck Goenka, Editor: Shyamal Majumdar, Editor (Chennai):

«a 00 ©°

© Copyright: The Indian Express (P) Ltd Al rights reserved. Reproduction in any manner, efectronic or otherwise, in whole or in part, without pnorwnttsn permission s prohibited. The Financil Express®

epaperfi nancialexprepmoon. . .

CHENNAI/KOCHI L

fnews under the PRPAct )




11 FESUNDA

Mind & Games

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025

‘It’s fake news”: Anatural
history of misinformation

It is not just humans
who suffer fake
news. So do fish, flies
and even bacteria

CARL ZIMMER

ARLIER THIS YEAR, the

National Academies of Sci-

ences, Engineeringand Med-

icine issued a warning about

the dangers of misinforma-
tion.Social media platforms are nowrife
with scientific falsehoods — that the
Earth is flat, that climate change is a
hoax,and soon.Misinformation canlead
tolarge-scaleharm,undermining public
health and the well-being of the planet,
the authors of the National Academies
reportsaid.“Thestakesinunderstanding
the origins, spread, and the impact of
misinformation about sci high,”
theywarned.

For some fresh inspiration, misinfor-
mation experts can look beyond our
species. That’s the advice from a team of
Cornell researchers writing on Wednes-
day in the journal Inferface.1t's not just
humans who suffer from the effects of

By staying in groups, the fish enjoyed advantages that they lacked on their own. When one fish noticed a threat, it
darted in a new direction. That information quickly spread through the whole school

formation cascad ol

misinfor: Sodofish, fli d.
bacteria.“l hopewe can learn

fromth /'said And
Hein, a computational biologist and an
author of the new study.

Heinwas drawn tothe natural history
of misinformation through his research
on fish. He and his colleagues observed
the movements of schools swimming
around the coral reefs off the French Poly-
nesian island of Mo'orea.

By staying in large groups, the fish
enjoyed advantages that they lacked on
theirown. Forinstance, they could collec-
tively stay alert for predators. When one
fish noticed a threat, it darted in a new
direction. That information quickly
spread through the whole school, which
could then escape together.

But Hein was struck by how often a
fish got things wrong. “It’s safe, there’s
nothing going on,” he said. “But all of a
sudden, itwilljust flee forits life.”

He then observed how other fish
noticed thefishfleeingforno reason,and
fledaswell.Soon numerous. swere
trying to escape together, from nothing.
The observation made Hein think about
all theresearch on the ways misinforma-
tion spreads over the internet. “It just
clicked in mymind that that’swhat we’re
seeinghere;"he said.“We’re secing misin-

Hein and his colleagues went on to
survey misinformation cascadk

mate the accuracy of an
beliefs and the extent to which informa-
tionfi Lher isms changes their

other species. Animals that live in blg
groups, from baboons to termites, are
constantly communicating information
toeach other — creatingthe potential for
misinformation tocreepin.

But animals are not the only organ-
isms that exchange information. Bacte-
ria send signals to each otherabout their
environment, using the information to
mount collective defenses against
attacks.Inside ourbodies, the cells of our
immune system stay in constant com-
municationas theyward off diseases.

Yet relatively few researchers have
investigated howinformationinthe nat-

anturn i isinformation.
“It'sareallyhard thing tostudy,”Hein said.
“You can’t ask a bacterium, ‘Did you
believe what this other bacterium told

belief: dels,Heinand
his colleagues came to the conclusion
that misinformation is probably funda-
mental to all communication systems in
the naturalworld.And it’sa potent threat
totheirsurvival.

Previously, some biologists looked at
misinformationasaminornuisance.Ifa
fishd. it

timeitcould have: spenteating Butthat’s
asmall cost, of
being able to escape predamrs But Hein
argues that overly skittish fish, reacting
to too many false alarms, can risk their
survival. “The cost isn’t missing one
lunch,”Hein said.“It’s missing all lunches””

‘Walter Quattrociocchi,adatascientist
at Sapienza University of Rome,whowas
not involved in the study,agreed.

youornot?” “It shows that misinformation is not
Addingtothe chal that  an oramoralfailure,butastruc-
bacteriaand m:herspecles live inbigsocial tural 1t of ion

networks. Information flowing through
thesesocietiescan getdistorted alongthe
way. In their new study, Hein and his col-
10del.
for investigating misinformation in any
species.Researchers can use them to esti-

CROSSWORD

the the fisharound them.
Butinbiggergroups, theirbrains dial back
thatsensitivity. It takes the movement of
many more fish to get them moving.
This strategy doesn’t eliminate false
alarms, Hein observed. But it does limit
their size; the false alarms die out before
they can take overan entire school.
Cailin O’Connor, a misinformation
expert at the University of California,
Irvine, who was not involved in the new
study, said the models that Hein and his
ocap-
ture the complex effects of misinforma-
tion. A single piece of information can
affect more than one belief at a time, for
example.“Ifyou're going tosay, This piece
of information, in a biological sense, is
misinformation,’ you’re going to need
somethingmore complicated,” 0’Connor
said. Some researchers argued that fake
newsdid notrepresent the biggest threat
to society; more concerning was infor-
mation that was narrowly true but lefta

systems operating under noise, limited
contextand imperfectdecoding,"hesaid.

In his own research on fish, Hein
found one strategy for stopping misin-
formation. When the animals swim in
small groups, theyare keenly sensitive to

Without a consensus about what

hard tocomeby.Nature might offersome
inspiration, O’Connor said. “We're only
going to get so good. What we really need
are good algorithms”” —NYT

InKakurosum
puzzles,the num-
bers in the black
squares referto
the SUMS of the
digits,whichyou
aretofillinto the

Archaeologists find
oldest evidence
of fire-making

New study reveals
Neanderthals made fire
400,000 years ago than
the 50,000 years believed

CARL ZIMMER

SOME 400,000 YEARS ago, in what is now
eastern England, a group of Neanderthals
used flint and pyrite to make fires by a
watering hole — not just once, but time
aftertime, overseveral generations.

That is the conclusion of a study pub-
lished on Wednesday in the journal Nature.
Previously, the oldest known evidence of
humans making fires dated back just
50,000 years. The new finding indicates
that this critical step in human history
occurred much earlier.“Alot of people had
ahunch that they were making fire at thxs
date,”said NickAshton,

the British Museum and an author of Lhe
study. “But now we can convincingly say,
“Yeah, thiswas the case.”

The oldest evidence for human ances-
tors using fire, dating back to between 1
million and 1.5 million years ago, comes
froma cavein South Africa.

Ashton and his colleagues
caught their first glimpse of
ancient firesin 2013, as they
werediggingatanarchaeo-
logical site called Barnham
ineastern England. For
decades, researchers had
found ancient tools and
other signs of early humans
there.In 2013,Ashtonand his
colleagues found something
new: pieces of oddly broken flint.
Onlyan intense heat could have shattered
the hard rocks.Onasummerdayin 2021,
Ashton had a thought. As he prepared to
take a nap under an oak tree, he recalled
how, a couple of years earlier, he had
glimpsed an intriguing streak of red clay.

“Ithought,I'll havealittle pokearound,”
Ashton said. He found the red streak,and
quicklyrealised thatitwasa two-foot-wide
band of burned ancient soil. Had humans
burned it, or had lighting? Ashton and his
colleagues put the two possibilities to a
test.Overthe next fouryears, theyanalysed
the chemistry of the sediment, while con-
ducting further digs around it. Eventually
theydetermined that,about400,000years
ago, the site had been a watering hole,
which Neanderthals probably visited in
searchof game.

Awildfire would have left evidence far
from the site, but the researchers found
none. What’s more, the same patch had

WINNING BID AND WINNING PLAY - |
Five of a minor, at times may seem one trick too many ina competi-

tive auction. Take the south seat in today’s deal from a match-point
event. You are not vulnerable and opponents are. East opens 1S in
first seatand you overcall 2Cwith § 4-2 HK-Q-9-3 D 7 CA-K-Q-T-9-
6.LHO bids 28 and partner competes with 3C. Righty s not the one
to give up so easilyand so he bids 3S.What doyou do?

beenburned
decades. And the fires there reached

the course of

intense temperatures and burned for
hours. Alast major clue came to light with
the discovery of pieces of pyrite alongside
heat-shattered flints.

All the more notablewas that the rocks

formiles around Barnham don’t con-
tain pyrite. He speculated that the
fire-making  Neanderthals
must have brought pieces of
it to Barnham. The nearest
known source of the min-
eralis some 40 miles to the
east. The pyrite was “the
icing on the cake,” said
Ségolene Vandevelde, an
archaeologist at the University
of Quebecin Chicoutimiwhowas
not involved in the new study. “Alto-
gether, it’sareally convincing case.”

But a question remains: How wide-
spread was fire-making 400,000 years
ago? Perhaps not very, said Michael
Chazan, an anthropologist at the Univer-
sityof Torontowhowas notinvolvedinthe
research. “This experiment seems to be
localinscope,” Chazan said.

Ashton is more optimistic. He specu-
lated that ﬁre makmgnnght have becume
of

years ago not just among Neanderthals,
but also among Denisovans in Asia and
modern humans in Africa. Anyone
encountering people who had mastered
fire would have wanted to copy them.
“Once something suddenly takes off, 1
think it will spread very quickly,” Ashton
said.For the time being, Barnham remains
the unly place known for any evidence of
fi dred ds of
—NYT

yearsago.
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Ashish Anand, cco, DAG, Delhi

® Moderns have stayed the strongest, with
Husain's Gram Yatra fetching $13.8 mn
m Husain museum in Doha has given
global visibility to Indian art
m Arrival of younger collectors and from
tier 2and -3 towns
11 MV Dhurandhar, Madhvi
in Qadri, British artist Thomas
Danlell Danlsh jpainter Marius Bauer

jita Jain,
MD, Nature Morte, Delhi & Mumbai
Hi hts of 2025

m First-time buyers have gone up
m Widespread and diverse

collectors,

artist adds the final touches to a venue of the Kochi Biennale

PHOTO: JIPSON SIKHERA

State of :
= the Art

As the sixth edition of the Kochi-Muziris Biennale opens, ET looks at what is powering the
Indian artscape. Galleries and auction houses are enthusiastic about the rise of younger

new audiences and a growing interest in mediums like textiles

Nupur &

collector base across
ages and cities Glynda Alves

m Growing art
ecosystem 5 5 i i
it hore twasonasweltering Aprilday

at the India Art Fair (IAF) in
Delhi in 2022 that gallerist
Aparajita Jain, MD of Nature

museums, more
conversations

il i Bhanjdeo who works with
textiles; and multi-disciplinary visual
artist Yogesh Ramkrishna, “Artisin-
creasingly being viewed as a serious
asset class, with strategies of diversi-
fication, legacy building and inflation
protection. In2025, thefrenzy of the pre-

tled. What
isafarmorereflective, research-driven
market,” says Kakar.

Galleriesare turningsavvy. Like Art
&Charlie, founded by former McKinsey
consultant Ayesha Parikh. She started
the gallery in Bandra because she felt

many youngerpn
were not engaging with the traditional
art circuit. “While the contemporary
gallery scene in Colaba was strong,
thosespacesfelt intimidatingfora30-or
40 i i ""shesays.

and PPP push Morte, felt a shift. She has

m GST for art been co-managing the gal-
dropping to lery, founded by the American
5% from 18% artist Peter Nagy in 1997 to promote

! Indian contemporary art, since 2012.
Asim Wagif She remembers the relentless Delhi
\ heat. But what sher ishow

they were notching up sales. For the

first time, she saw first-time buyers

walk in, inquire and, without hesita-

Ayesha Parikh, tion, book art works. She remembers
founder, Art & Charlie, Mumbai thinkingtoherself:“What's goi B
[ Highlights of 2025 | {\s»sl‘leb prepares to hald»lhe tfu‘sl ;olq
H Lo exhibition of Chinese artist Ai Weiwei

® New art hubs in

" 3 in India in January, Jain says the
tier-2 cities and

art segment in the country has had

Bandra, for her, is the cultural melting
potwherepeoplefromall walksoflife—
entrepreneurs, finance professionals,
creatives— e)ust Sherunsa busy week-

wit
art.” Theprob)em sllotdlsmtemsm:an
butaccessand atmosphere.”

Galleries are no longer just sellers of
art, saysVadehra “Weareadvisors,edu-

within metros a multi-pronged push—wittingly or
m Galleries have unwittingly. “Real estate has boomed,
become less homes have become bigger, people are
highbrow upgrading their houses. More space
m Affordable meansemphasison betterarchitecture
artisin and interiordesign, which reateda
m Collector needforart,”shesays. Beyond thatdeco-
interest in i theentirear
socio-political art is growing, with galleries, museums,

conversations around culture and the
government's push for the public-pri-
w'mmya A i vate-participation model.

ART MART
‘Thenumbersspeakforthemselves,
says Jaya Asokan, fair director,
IAF. The Art Basel-UBS Global
ArtMarket Report 2025 found that
globalartsalesfell by 12%, y-o-y, in
2024toaround§575billion, withthe
sharpest slowdown at the highest
pricepoints. By contrast, Indiaand
South Asia have shown resilience.
The Hurun India Art List 2024 re-
corded sales of around 2301 crore
for the top 50 living Indian artists,
up 19% y-0-y. The 2025 list takes
that further to roughly 2310 cre ore.
Asokan says, “That is not a spi

cators, and institutional
relationships.” Kakar says, “Young
collectors approach art with excite-
ment. They are not intimidated by the
ecosystem. They are curious, informed
and unafraid to form their own taste.
Their relationships with art works feel
personal rather than performative.”
Latitude 28 is seeing a rise in custom-
ers from overseas, including NRIsand
museums. For Bengaluru's Artisera,
founded by Varun Backliwal and Lisa
Jain, 30% of sales are exports mainly to
Indians inUS, UK, UAEand Singapore.

A large part of IAF’s audience is in
their 30s and 40s. It even has a Young
Collectors’ Programme, now in its sev-
enth year. “Many arefirst-time buyers,
but they come prepared with research:
pricehistories, references, saved works

standing of what they want tosupport,”
says Asokan. Aparajitaadds, “They are
defi mtelymore “art- educated‘ And lhere

uringmarkef
TheIAF, which turns 17in2026, the
recently concluded Art Mumbaiand
the Kochi-Muziris Biennale that
opened this week have contrib-
uted to building this market. Uday

arefirst-i oups.”
Serious collectors are spmad bey ond
the metros and there’sarise in women
collectors. Ashish Anand, CEOof Delhi-
based DAG,saysgen-nextcollectorsdon't
confine themselves to a few names.

Jain of Delhi-based DI

Theyare theirinter-

Gallery—that will be opening 1(;
third floor to show only contem-

Sukanya Ayde’s The Garden of porary artists—says these art events
Two Selves account for 60-70% of their new cli-

entele. Roshini Vadehra, director of
Sunaina Anand, the Vadehra Art Gallery, believes the

speculative phase of the early 2000s

director, Art Alive, Delhi

H hts of 2025

m Growing demand for art across

different collector groups

m New buyers looking beyond
well-established names

m Rising interest in material-
based art like textiles
and paper

® Social media as a
means of discovery

has given way to a far more stable,
s informed and mature ecosystem:
“Collectorstoday arefarmorein-
tentional: theyresearch, under-
stand career trajectories and
prioritise long-term collecting
over impulsepurchases. Asig-
icant development is the
rise of younger collectors
andfirst-generation wealth
creators.”
Aparajita Jain calls the

Ol S new art buyer a lot more
Artist Watch Bylii] democratic. “Theyaremore
Dixit, Vipul Rathod widespread—in terms of

location, age group and
income. People are aspi-
rational and willing to
spend. We are seeing the
emergenceofanewkindof

y

estsand, therefore, demand more of the
art market. The lowering of goods and
servicestax(GST)onoriginalartworks
from18%to5% hasakobeex\lxugdyhe}p-
fulinattractingbuyers,” hesays.

Anandaddsthatwithinfamilies, there
aresecond and third generation of col-
lectors. “While this has built a strong
Indian market, the nextleap should be
the global collecting communi uy show
ingadeeperinterestinIndianart.

MEDIUM IS THE MESSAGE

Parikh says the new collector wants
art that is relatable to their reality:

“Younger collectors are responding
to socio-political art.” She says her re-
cent showing of Saviya Lopes’s works,

‘The myth-busting around affordable
arthasbeenamajor behavioural shift.”

Uday Jainsaysartconversations were
earlier dominated by euphoria over re-
cord prices and fears about fakes: “All

has surprised Vazirani is the rise of

second rung of moderns like Narayan
Shridhar Bendreand KK Hebbar who
were once overlooked. There isalsoa
growing focus on antiquity—minia-

-
Birender Yadav's Only the Earth Knows Their Labour

7Mano]7 ;Aansukhanl,

'COURTESY: KOCHI BIENNALE FOUNDATION

director, marketing,

AstaGuru Auction House

m Collectors acquiring
works with a long-term
vision

m Mid-range art,

that made art intimidating tothe pub-  ture, stone, bronze. of ¥20-50
lic. It is now far more democratic.” He Mansukhamsa) sanotherstrikingde- lakh, showing
says, internationally, the d d for istherise incr tegory unexpected
FNSouza,SHRaza, AmritaSher-Giland ~ collecting—art collectors expanding strength
VSGaitondestaysthesame;what'sexcit-  into heirloom jewellery, timepieces, m New wealth

ingisthat greater recognition isfinally
coming to artists like Shobha Broota,
Prabhakar Kolteand Anupam Sud.
Sunaina Anand, director of Art Alive
Gallery, Delhi, saw a noticeable rise in
first-time collectors in all age groups at
AnMumbaluns)ear “There hasbeen

rare books and other collectibles. The
heightened interest in narrative-rich
worksand thespeed withwhich young-
erbuyers have adapted to competitive
digital bidding have also reshaped the
auctionlandscape.

Lisa Jain says new collectors are

sectors like tech and finance
engaging with art as cultural
capital and asset

W Rise in cross-category collecting—
heirloom jewellery, timepieces,
rare books

m Heightened interest in works with

Auction agrowing mte‘mst in 'ne\\,er media ll)fe comfortable with online buying: “Art stories, historical context, cultural
turnover for ~ Mmateriatbasedart,say DO = Al resonance
Indian art has Kakar says contemporary miniature- - verse,andtheblendofonlineandoffline
P 265% based narrative vocabularies ofartists ~ discoveryisheretostay.” Sheaddsthat Dinesh Vazirani,
risen FY2013 likeGopaTrivedi,KetakiSarpotdarand theyaretryingtobringnewpeople who of i "
KhadimAli,andsculpturalandceramic ~ are not necessarily buyers into the art cofounder, Saffronart
mcflvsfg::fs 3 worksby i fold: “Arti 1sm an unpu]se pur se; it Highlights of 2025
Vichitragained in202: pro- < .
long-term BoseKri - the b ® Every modern Indian artist broke
structural rise. We  Kochi-Muziri hich ar i i n” e, theit their world record in 2025
are seeing more s S ® Rise of conceptual art, mixed
its sixth edition on December 12, says  prices, with works starting at 230,000, Imedia\ shotcgranty, ihstallations
repeat buyers, thisisthebesttimetoenjoyart. “Inthe alsomakeartaccessible. w Risa of p 5 Py, o
more institutional  mid-80s, ther anysysten i i o T SREOR Y, DY TOGCTRS,

nsanda

or institutions; Mumbai had four gal-
leries when I was studying.

market collector  PlatformsliketheIndiaArt Hurun India nect to audience across ge- | ™ FOCUS on antiquity—
base. This growth ~ FairandtheKochiBiennale i ographiesbutalsotoengage miniature, stone,
g ArtList 2024

isn't confined to brought new opportuni- dedsalesof ! with different art practices. bronze-as a

the top end-—it is ties, new audiences and a F€CON Salesol “gorany kind of collection reflection of

anchored in the cultural curiosity. Today, ¥301crfor tOp  tohappen, itis imperative India’s culture

- cultural tourism and the for collectors to understand i

¥5-50 lakh 50 living Indian Artist Watch
where larg,ez ecosystem like insti- artists, up 19% the different genres of ar Atul Dodiya, Bharti

WX RE O parer ionsare P be inquisitiveabout differ” | yner Jitish Kallat,

textiles, ceramics ﬂna].lv catchingupinaway Y-0-Y.In2025, ent art practices, engage Hetain Patel,

and design have I'veseenincitieslike Paris, itgrewt0310cr withthemandmakeanin- | wivpii chopra

become e London and Berlin.” formed choice. Socialmedia Vyom Mehta %

L dibly active” HesaystheKochiBiennalegives people glves that opportunity,” she says. Art

Incre y active exposure and access toart. “Collectors ly pr itiDixit's

JAYA ASOKAN, today are commg inwith new perspec- )l ibition and ran an

fair director, justfamil- for audience to engage with

India Art Fair xarﬁguregbut new talent and diffe iaworks.

len: ith
the audience. Big homes are creating
a demand for sculptures too. “With
sculpture, the new demand is linked
to lifestyle—people with larger homes
now commission big outdoor works,”
she says, adding that upward mobility
has made art the next natural step in
lifestyleupgrade.

forartinIndia.”

NEW COLLECTORS
Bhavna Kakar, founder-
director of Delhi-based
gallery Latitude 28, says a
variety ofmediahasshaped

e  Shepointstothere-
centworksofartistslike WaswoX Waswo
who has created modern miniatures;

Vipul Rathod's Inward Voyages-Vill

Lisa Jain, cofounder, Artisera, Bengaluru
Highlights of 2025

® Growing demand for contemporary art

Younger collector
fordable art. Parikh says: Collecnons
don't start at 25 lakh, they're starting
with a 20,000 print or a smaller work.

aller i
new collectors. Sunaina Anand uses
socialmedianotonly tocon-

like Narayan Shridhar Bendre and
KK Hebbar

her
La

y They
withartandartists.”
AsokansaysthereisclarityonIndia’s
art map for 2026. “Textile, weaving, ce-
ramics, quilting, beadwork and other
material practices—oftenled by women

i ategy usual-
lyfocusesonstudioreelsand processvid-
eos. Vadehra says they have expanded
their engagement model. “Today, most
conversationsbegindigitally—through
preview PDFs and social media—and

androoted in v o com /Rt
!

nity- based procs

‘more

cist
art dlscﬂul se,” she says. These are no

i newcollectors
cum\ectwn.hemutionallyandgive them

longer butarepartofan

tvocabulary. Collectorsare
also interested inartists working with
familyarchives, staterecords, colonial
historiesand legal dncumems asques-

d price points,” shesays.
LlsaJam saysgalleriesare now curat-
ing quality across a wide price range
and are Tocusmg on the more afford-
“Th

tions of memory, identity
sationbecomecentraltohow:! Soulh Asia
seesitself.

Asokan adds, “Anulher important

an now
start bulldmg collections in the 23-4
lakh bracket,” she says. For Vadehra,

younger contemporary artists, whose
wor i lakh price
i whileworks

shiftis ollectorsare

historically marginalised voices, witha

Shilpa Gupta's work at Vadehra

Roshini Vadehra, director,

Vadehra Art Gallery, Delhi
Highlights of 2025

of mid-career artists typically fall be- m Collectors have become far more
H‘:r:e ::grseo willingness to back complex, research-  tween¥15lakhand601akh. intentional than before
y drivenand politically aware work.” leri ing i i
access points to art W Galleries are turning into advisors,
now, beyond o educators, and facilitators of
) bey GOING ONCE, GOING TWICE Whilethere'sdefinitely interest, galler- I hi
galleries. Events ManojMansukhani,director-market- istssaythere'salottobedone. Apargjita | g‘:‘;“:;g?grl 'ZS::DS: clullj’?(em o
g'a(:'txle’!l&dlllran Q;‘I mgolAstaGuru AuctionHouse,saysin  Jainsays, “Internationally, lhevcan hl‘- Fary artists vyhosegworks ave?n
g 202425, th fordtoignor
a"d the Kochi shown unexpccleﬂ strength: “While intermsofoureconomy,ideas, oraurwﬁ the {5'1’?)?7“ fange f
. bring in the appetite for blue-chip modernists power.” Indiawillhavea pavilionatthe L lsr:(rj()];‘r? g 4 al appetite for
new audiences. continues to be robust, are 2026 hiatus. But
Newer collectors acquiring works with a long-term vi- gaps remain. Parikh says, “Structural Artist Watch
are interested in sionofshapingtheirculturallegacies.” ~ challengesremain. Inindia, theburden Atul Dodiya, Shilpa
exploring new According to Dmesh Vazirani, co- ofsuppor tingar Gupta,
ways of seeing founder wse publi Broota, Arpita Singh,
things and do nm of modern ]n(llanan withpretty much institutionsla itionand
necessarily lookat  everymodernistbreakingtheirworld = educationprogrammes.” Sheikh and Sudhir
familiar figures. record—like MFHusain'sGram Yatra  Asokan emphasises the need for bet- Patwardhan.
They collect art for fetching $13.8million ter facilities, conservation expertise, Steady demand
entertainment, not Vazirani says, “Young buyers, aged logistics networks, valuation frame- for Progressives

investment. Art will

251045 years, take more risks. Their

works and insurance services, as val-
uescontinuetorise, “Thesharpgrowth

sensibilitiesare more edgy. They have
l;ggleer ?:::msg.. grown up witha different generation  inauction turnover tells us that more
of imagery through social mediaand high-value worksaretravelling, chang-
BOSE are very savvy with y.So i i ions. The
KRISHNAMACHARI, photography, mixed media, installa-  ecosystem now needs to catch up with

president, Kochi-
Muziris Biennale

esonate

with them.” The trend that {

nupur.amarnath@timesofindia.com

Uday Jain, director, Dhoomimal Art Gallery, Delhi

Highlights of 2025

® Calleries becoming more accessible

® Demand from Indian diaspora
® Galleries focusing more on the
affordable segment

m Buyers in the 30s and 40s

Artist Watch [EVGELYEEN

® Art fairs and festivals bringing in new crowds
m New art hubs beyond Delhi and Mumbai
® Interest in mediums like threadwork or textiles

Anupam Sud, Dhiraj Choudhary,
Shobha Broota, Ashok Bhowmik, Prabhakar Kolte
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Coast to hills, India is
running out of clean air

Even as Delhi-NCR hogs
the headlines, data shows
the pollution crisis is
widening, with new
hotspots appearing from
Goa to Guwahati

Himanshi.Dhawan@timesofindia.com

ast year around this time, Mum-
bai-based entrepreneur Kirti
Poonia and her husband packed
their bags and moved to Goa,
imagining a cleaner, more sus-
tainable, close-to-nature lifestyle for their
toddler son. “Twas so happy and proud as
anew mom for taking this decision for my
family.” But the joy didn't last. Within
weeks, the couple could smell smoke in
the air every evening. In many Goan vil-
lages, waste disposal means burning gar-
bage in bonfires at the nearest crossroad,
sending up thick clouds of smoke that
residents are forced to breathe.

Then came another unpleasant sur-
prise. All around Poonia, extra floors,
pools and cafes were being added to meet
the surge in demand from newly arrived
residents from Delhiand Mumbai. It felt,
she says, like living on a construction site
— dust and noise everywhere.

“At first, I couldn’t believe that Goa
was polluted but then I started measuring
the air quality index (AQI) at home. The
AQI in Mandrem village, which was close
to the beach, turned out to be as high as
150-180. There have been times when the
AQI in Goa was 160 while in Mumbai it
was 40. It was shocking,” she says. Earli-
er this year, Poonia moved back to Mum-
b bandoning what she calls the mi-
rage of idyllic village life.

Poonia’s experience underscores a
hard truth for many looking to escape
Delhi NCR or Mumbai's polluted air by
moving cities: there is nowhere to run.
Experts warn that nearly all Indian
cities are polluted — the difference lies
only in degree. Coastal towns and
high-rainfall regions may average low-
er AQIs, but local factors can create
severe pollution pockets with serious
public health implications.

Satellite and ground monitoring
data captured between Feb 2024-March
2025, analysed by the Centre for Re-
search on Energy and Clean Air
(CREA), found that 60% of India’s 749
districts breach the annual National
Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) of 40 pg/m®. Not a single dis-
trict met the World Health Organisation
(WHO) PM2.5 standard of 5 ug/m®. Pre-
dictably, all Delhi NCR districts — in-
cluding Gurugram and Ghaziabad —
ranked among the top 13 most polluted
places in India. But the data also re-
vealed that all districts in Tripura, Pun-
jab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya and Chandigarh recorded
AQI levels above the NAAQS threshold.

Smog, Smog Everywhere

The worst-affected districts are concen-
trated in a handful of states, highlighting
regional clusters of severe air quality
problems. Delhi (11 districts) and Assam
(11districts) together make up nearly half
of the top 50, followed by Bihar (7) and
Haryana (7). Uttar Pradesh (4), Tripura
(3), Rajasthan (2), West Bengal (2), and one
district each from Chandigarh, Megha-
laya and Nagaland also feature.

INQUIZITIVE

by JOY BHATTACHARJYA

Ayear ago, we

moved to Goa.
You wouldn't expect this
but AQI in remote villages

of Goa is worse than

Mumbai on many days.

Six months ago, we

moved back to Mumbai

Kirti Poonia, entReprencur

Highest number of polluted

1. Rajasthan cities in India

® 88% of monitored cities
2. Haryana H 22 (25) | exceed the standard
3. Uttar Pradtéah 2322222 14 - Includes many of 10 most

polluted cities overall

75% of its monitored cities
exceed NAAQS

9w

4.Madhya Pradesh | $58°°°
°
o

Also 9 polluted cities, but
lower proportion than MP

9an

r-old schoolteacher, recalls clearer
days. “Twenty years ago, we could see the
hills clearly from our homes. Now, most
mornings, there’s a gray haze hanging
over everything,” he says. Ajanta Baru-
ah, a young mother in Ledo, worries
about her children. “My six-year-old son
has developed a persistent cough that
won't go away. The doctor says it could
be related to air quality,” she says. Fam-
ilies try to keep windows closed in the
early mornings and evenings, but as Ba-
ruah adds, “What else can we do? Some
families with means have sent their chil-
dren to study in other cities, but that’s
not an option for most of

One can go from Byrnihat in Megha-
laya to Bhiwadi in Rajasthan, but the
polluted air remains constant. In north
Rajasthan, AQI levels surged this week
t0 218 (‘poor’) in Sri Ganganagar and 131
(‘moderate’) in Hanumangarh. Resi-
dents say the deterioration is visible.
Lawyer Balram Bidasara, who lives near
the h-SriG: bor-

Which city are you
from? Grab a chair

Vishal Dayama

eare at our go-to restaurant
to grab a quick bite, if you
can call two sabzis, one dal,
two starters, three desserts,
and fifty-seven naans a quick bite.
My wife, who for some reason has
become a gym freak, is staring
down my soul, wondering if T have
anyshameleft. “Chew slowly,” she
says, but I can't hear her because
I have started stuffing naans into
my earholes by then. You can't
expect me to eat all of this with

der; says, “You can feel the heavi-
ness in the morning air. I had to
shift my walk for later because
breathing becomes difficult.”

Silent Attack
Environmental analysts attribute
the decline to multiple sources:
vehicle emissions, industrial ac-
tivity, brick kilns, waste burning,
and dust from roads and construc-
tion. These pollutants linger more
in winter because low wind
speeds and temperature inversion
traps them close to the ground.
Waste management is almost
non-existent in rural and peri-urban
India, says Sree Kumar Kumaraswamy,
program director, Clean Air Action,
RI India. “Burning garbage, road
dust, traffic congestion, using older
vehicles all act as contributing factors.
We need a pan-sector approach to iden-
tify all pollution sources and find local
remedies,” he says. Doctors are seeing
the impact first hand. Dr Manoj Gogoi,
a general physician in Margherita says,
“We have seen an increase in patients
suffering from asthma, chronic cough,
and bronchitis. The elderly and young
children are particularly vulnerable.
Parents often report that children have
trouble breathing during early morning
hours when the smog is densest.” Dr
Brijesh Gaur, a senior chest specialist
at the Hanumangarh govt hospital,
agrees: “Cases of respiratory distress,
asthma attacks, pneumonia, throat and
nasal burning, eye irritation, and chest

NAAQS:
stangam: 40

PM2.5 (mean
in pg/m?)

o

Data for Nov 2025

Even the North East, long seen as
relatively clean, can no longer claim
that distinction. In Assam, districts
such as Kamrup, Tinsukia, Barpeta and
Karbi Anglong are among the most pol-
luted. This week, the twin towns of Ledo
and Margherita in Tinsukia district
have been covered in a thick veil of
smog — the result of decades of coal
mining and unchecked coke industrial
pollution. Residents report breathing

a by CPCB.

5 CLEANEST CITIES rv2s
1 Shillong, Meghalaya

2 Gangtok, Sikkim

3 Koppal, Karnataka

4 Chamarajanagar, Karnataka
5 Palkalaiperur, Tamil Nadu

Data far Nov 2025. PM2.5 mean in prg/m.
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difficulties and related health concerns.

With winter setting in, AQI levels
have climbed nationwide. Last week,
Kolkata's air quality was worse than
Delhi. Patna recorded several ‘poor’
days across 10 cities. In Gujarat, Rai-
khad touched an AQI of 308 followed by
Gyaspur at 258 last month. A Climate
Trends study found that Lucknow, Vara-
nasi and Ahmedabad also show persis-
tently high AQI values. Sunil Dahiya,
founder and lead analyst at Envirocata-
lysts, notes: ck of data ensures many
cities are missing in our conversation
when we talk of pollution. It is only
when we see its physical symptoms that
the invisible becomes visible.”

The worsening smog is altering daily
life even in smaller towns like Assam’s
Margherita, which is surrounded by sce-
nic tea gardens but has a coal mining
history. Manoranjan Bhuyan, a retired

tightness have nearly doubled com-
pared to normal AQI days.™

Data Gaps

Despite worsening conditions, many
polluted cities rarely attract national
attention. Policymaking is hampered by
an inadequate number of monitoring
stations and the high cost of installing
new ones. The Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) relies on about 560 sta-
tions nationwide — and at any given
time, some are offline. In Haryana, all
29 monitoring stations were shut for
nearly a year from Nov 2024 because a
maintenance contract wasn't renewed.
A single monitoring station costs
around Rs 1.5 crore, says Dahiya. “We
need more than one or two per city.
More stations should be added, and we
need to integrate data from low-cost
monitoring stations, which are rela-
tively cheaper (costs between Rs
30,000-Rs 1 lakh) for a better picture,”
he adds. CREA analyst Manoj Kumar
points out another problem: poorly
located stations. “Monitoring stations
are often located in cleaner areas, away
from industrial zones or busy corri-
dors, which leads to underestimating

pollution levels.”
Additional reporting by
Rajib Dutta in Dibrugarh,
Kangkan Kalita in Guwahati and
Ajay Singh Ugras in Jaipur

just hole. Anyway;, she
is getting bored, so she starts chatting with
the waiters. “Where are you from?” she
asks. Invariably, one of them turns out to
be from the Bengal region, and their con-
versation switchesto Banglaasif itisillegal
for two Bengalis to speak in any other lan-
guage. Tagore might get offended.
Everything isstill okay until the waiter asks
her where she is from, and my wife begins
recounting her entire childhood spent in
different cities. As she lists each one, I men-
tally list every time she has shared this
exact list with strangers.

“Just tell them the city you lived in the
most so we can all live in peace,” T have tried
toreason with her: “But that would be alie,”
shesays. And of course, she cannot lie. She
is under an invisible oath at all times. The
oath to annoy me forever.

‘We have been shooting since 6 am and
at 11.30 pm, my chief AD has just an-
nounced pack-up. I do not have the
strength to thank anyone, soI quietly exit
the set and take a long breath inside my
vanity van followed by an equally long
exhale. An elongated sigh. Stretched to
the extremes. Like a long dadaji fart ech-
oing in the void. A new intern, not more
than 25 years old, is still hanging around.
Full of energy. “Where are you from?” he
asks. “Delhi,” I reply. End of conversa-
tion, I thought. “But didn't you used to
live in Mumbai?” “Yes.” End of conver-
sation, I thought. “And now you live in
Bengaluru?” “Yes, that's correct.” End
of conversation, I thought. He then goes
on to tell me about the cities he has lived
in. [ am thinking of my wife because at
this point, she would have taken over, and
the intern would have had to make an
“urgent” call if he didn’t want a midnight
lesson on Indian geography. I am not
great at small talk. Or medium-paced
talk. Or any kind of talk. Especially the
kind where people discuss their past
lives, where they were born, whether
there were pregnancy complications,
how the nurse reacted to their ugly face,
and so on. The people around me, howev-
er, are great at this, So, I have never both-
ered trying. They take over, and all I have
to do is small-listen to their small talk
before I quietly exit into my own small
subconscious thoughts.

My wife tells the waiter about how she
was born in Guwahati, did some school-
ing in Kolkata, then did some more in
Lucknow, then more in Delhi, then Mum-
bai, and then Bengaluru. And every time,

e

more years outside Delhi than in it. So tech-
nically, the answer should be something else.
This sent me spiralling. Is there a correct
answer to this question at all?

When you are a child (and by child, I
mean anyone who does not earn their own
money, even if you are 28 and
doing your Master’s), you change
cities based on your parents’
will. You have little to no say in
it. You are in one city till sixth
standard, another till twelfth,
then college somewhere else if
your parents allow it. A few years
later, when you start changing
cities for work, you start listing
every city you've lived in, hoping people
will find your story interesting enough to
like you. Instead, they tell you the same
thing with two extra cities, and now you
both resent each other and want to leave
the party. By the time you hit your thirties,
you start asking the question yourself.
‘Which city do1belong to? For most people,
the answer is the current one. You have a
home there. You are not living out of suit-
cases like those animal bachelors. You get
panic attacks when someone mentions

Imape: Al

My wife tells the waiter she
was born in Guwahati, did
some schooling in Kolkata,
then in Lucknow, Delhi,
Mumbai, and Bengaluru.
By this time, the waiter has
been fired for standing at
one table for too long
——

moving. You live with your partner; possi-
bly married now. You are emotionally in-
vested in a plant and its future, and your
best friend is the friend who visits your
place without asking you to reciprocate.
So, the city you live in is, unofficially,
on its way to becoming the city you are
from. In casual conversations, at least. But
1feel the city you belong to is the one that
changed you. It does not matter if you
stayed there for only two years. But while
you were there, did you learn a skill that
shaped your career? Did you find joy in
solitude and realise you were enough? Did
you meet someone who became closer
than family? If yes, then that is yo ty.

after thislong sh

that she is from everywhere. By this time,
the waiter has been fired for standing at
one table for too long. The other diners
have died of hunger. The police are evac-
uating their bodies. The manager has
hung himself from the jhoomar.

Being from everywhere also means being
from nowhere. I was born, brought up,
schooled, and colleged in Delhi. And untila
couple of yearsago, I was perfectly okay with
saying “Delhi” in response to the famously
boringquestion, “Which city are you from?”
But in recent months, I have realised and

mathematically calculated that I have lived

Because , a city doesn't just
house you, it redefines you. It quietly watch-
es while you fall apart and slowly find your
way back. It gives you your people, your
rhythm, your silence, your purpose. It be-
comes the backdrop to the version of you
that finally made sense. The city that
changed you may not be the longest chapter.
but it is the one that turned the page. It's
like that song you remember in a 3-hour
long shitty movie. And maybe, that is the
answer to “Where are you from?", This city.
The city that made a difference.

Dayama is a writer, director
and creative consultant

Usually used to refer to
1 streaming video services like
Amazon Prime and Netflix, what
is the expansion of the acronym OTT,
which could also mean ‘to an
excessive degree?”
The Leidenfrost Effect is the
2 physics principle where water
droplets dance on a sufficiently
hot pan, creating a vapour layer that
prevents sticking and allows a
specific culinary item to cook
evenly, becoming crispy outside
and soft inside. Which Indian
snack is perfectly created by the
Leidenfrost effect?

Which specific international
30rganisa!ion puts out green and

red notices for offenders, most
recently used for tracing owners in
the Goa nightclub tragedy?

Who was appointed as a
4 Deputy Magistrate of Jessore in

1859, and served in the civil
service till 1891, but is primarily
remembered for a song in his novel
Anandamath set around the Sanyasi
Rebellion of the late 18th century?

Which real life personality was
5 the inspiration for the 2010

biopic, The Social Network?

ueyng ndiy | 01

Which acclaimed actor and
6 director, whose career spanned
nearly 75 years, had to leave
the US in 1952 for alleged communist
sympathies and only returned to
receive an Honorary Oscar in 19722
New Guinea is regarded as the
7 second largest island in the
world, north of the Australian
mainland. Two countries straddle the
island, the first is Papua New Guinea.

Australia wants teens off social media.

These Indian kids got there first

Mohua.Das @timesgroup.com

ustraliamay be yanking under-16s
off social media with a new ban,
but closer home, some Indian
teens are managing the feat on

udeyd aipeyd | 9

Which is the other country, which has
six of its provinces on this island?
In which Indian city is the
8 central business district named
Hazratganj, home to many
malls, cinemas and schools like

Seventh Day Adventist, Loreto
Convent and La Martinere Girls'
College?
What is the two-word term
9 used to refer to the generation
of adults born between 1946

and 1964, named for the number of
children born in that post war period?

Which Indian ruler's
pioneering rocket division
is featured in a painting in

the main reception lobby at NASA's
Wallops Flight Facility at Maryland, a
matter of great pride to APJ Abdul
Kalam when he visited there?
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their own. For a generation chided for being
glued to their screens, a few are breaking
character and coming up with their own
hacks to keep their scrolling in check.
“Lam not on Snapchat because I feel I'd
get addicted to it,” says Amol, 16. Though
his friends are on it, he has chosen not to
test his own limits. Across town, 15-year-
old Rhea Francis had her wake-up call
when Class 10 began. “Once I got into 10th,
1 sort of got that reality check. Focusing
on studies is more important right now,”
she says. A continent away, 18-year-old Yu-
vraj Sawant, a Mumbaikar who has just
moved to the Netherlands to study, remem-
bers his tipping point: “I
realised that I was scroll-
ing through reels
about two, three
hours a day.”
What unites
them is what
they chose to do
next. Instead of

They don't need lectures. Some teens are cutting back on
screens by using muting tricks, app blockers and willpower

endless scrolling, this tribe of teenagers sets
their own rules around screens. Amol, for
instance, knows exactly what pulls him in.
“I think the most addictive are Instagram
reels and YouTube shorts.” Instead of
swearing off the apps altogether, he found
a workaround. On his laptop, he runs a
browser extension called Stay Free that
scrambles the interface just enough to keep
him from sliding into infinite scrolling. “I
canopen the apps, check my chats, or search
for a video I want, but it prevents reels or
shorts from showing up. It's still possible to
bypass it, but that ten seconds of extra effort
really helps me snap out of it.” Rhea's meth-
od is to mute, not delete. “I'm on WhatsApp
and Snapchat. What I did was mute notifica-
tions because that's a
major distraction. I
also limit my social
media usage to 15
minutes a day, max.”
‘Yuvraj uses Insta-
gram’s own time-limit
feature. “T went to set-
tings and put a 40-min-
ute time restriction. My
friends actually introduced
me to it. Once the time limit is reached,
it prompts you. You can still use it, but it
gives you a reminder.” The reminders
nudged him off the app and back to family
time, sports and karate. Soon, with the IB
programme and college prep kicking in, he
didn’t need the prompt anymore.

Both Android and iOS now come with
Digital Wellbeing and Screen Time dash-
boards that track usage, set daily limits
and mute notifications at bedtime. Some
even throw in a ‘bedtime mode’ that s
es pings, switches the screen to greyscale
and hints that it's time to put the phone
away. Instagram and Facebook display
“Your Activity’ stats to guilt you into log-

ging off, while YouTube invites you to ‘take
abreak. Then there are sterner third-par-
ty apps like Opal, Freedom and AppBlock
that can lock you out entirely or slow you
down with deliberate delays. But as teens
like to point out, these only work if you
stick with them, otherwise they're just one
more notification you learn to ignore.
Teens also experiment with different
tricks. Amol once tried what his sports
sychologist called the “two-phone meth-
od” with one stripped-down device for
calls and WhatsApp, another with social
media apps which he left at home. It lasted
ten days until a friend sent him something
on Instagram. “Tcouldn't resist download-
ing the app back on the main phone... It's

Banning social media

isn’t the solution. If one
type of platform is banned,
another will emerge. We are
learning self-control. |
already limit social
media usage to 10-15
mins a day, and never |
while studying
Rhea Francis, 15

a good idea in theory but I don’t know how
well it works in practice,” he shrugs.
Amol’s digital detox now comes in
waves. He deletes his apps for stretches of
time, only to reinstall them during exam
time. “Because I'm stressed and just feel
like it," he admits. Rhea is more disciplined.
“Never while studying because I know once
I start I will keep going on.” She saves her
10-15 minutes of Snapchat or WhatsApp for
bedtime or the odd lazy time of the day. Yu-

vraj cleared the clutter altogether: Snapchat
was the first casualty. “Irealised that there's
no value add. But I didn’t delete Instagram
because you get to keep up with current
affairs, trends, news and stuff like that.”

The firstdays of cutting back can feel odd,
like reaching reflexively for something that
isn't there. Amol calls the withdrawal —
“psychological rather than somatic” — but
says it's manageable. For Rhea, the absence
of constant pings was a relief. “You feel much
more calm and focused on one thing at a
time.” Yuvraj felt it most in his mornings.
“Earlier, the moment I would wake up, I'd
look at my phone. Now I have a bath, eat
breakfast, then speak to my friends or scroll
through a few reels later in the day”

For Amol, the biggest win has been sleep.
He no longer keeps his phone in the bed-
room, a rule enforced after his father no-
ticed he was sleeping poorly. The habit
stuck. He recalls how, during a summer
programme at MIT, he slipped back into
keeping the phone by his bed. “T'd wake up
in the middle of the night and open my
phone, and it definitely affected my sleep.
Keeping it outside makes a difference.”

Cutting back on notifications has given
Rhea breathing space to read, rest, or simply
sit with family. She says it was easier because
she had a small support squad. “Five of us
friends decided to limit our phone usage,”
she says. Without the usual pressure to stay
constantly online, cutting back became eas-
ier Yuvraj depended on his mother. “In 2023,
she would take my phone for a bit while I was
studying. Later, I'd ask her to take away my
device whenever Ineeded to focus.” But none
of them are pretending to become digital
monks either: “For sure, I'll start using social
media again,” says Rhea. “But I'm keeping
notifications off till 12th because I am going
to start taking competitive exams.” Amol,
too, would rather pace himself. “1 self-regu-
late when I feel it’s getting too m *

And for yet another generation branded
as deaf to adult advice, this may perhaps be
the most unexpected rebellion of all.
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0ff the beaten track

A melody that truly
knows no borders

saw S.P. Balasubrahmanyam for the first time in the late ’60s, when he
came to visit my grandfather. We had just moved from Hyderabad to
Madras. He had come in a yellow-and-black taxi that he had kept wait-
ing, I distinctly remember — a trim young man, little more than a boy,
really, come to think of it, with big eyes and little bunny teeth. I was four
or five then. I don’t remember what the visit was about. But I remember
the buzz in the house. He had by then sung Grandfather’s “Medante Meda

Kaadu” in Sukha Dukhalu and many of the songs in K. Viswanath's
Undamma Bottu Pedata, which we would play constantly on the

ophone.

Isaw SPB — or Balu as he was popularly known — next in the '70s. He
was standing in the singers’ booth of the recording theatre at Vijaya
Gardens. Being the lyricist’s grandson, I was allowed to sit in the big
soundproof room which housed the large orchestra, a bewildering mix of
Indian and Western instruments, on the promise that I wouldn’t so much
as breathe. As the rehearsals were in progress, turning around in my
chair, I wondered why I couldn’t hear (the by now slightly larger) Balu
singing, while I could hear all the instruments.

Soon, thanks to my good behaviour, my dissatisfaction was noticed by
an assistant who allowed me to alternate unobtrusively between the
orchestra hall and the control room (separated by double doors), where I
could hear it all, Balu and instruments. (The singers’ booth was still off-
limits, of course.) Thus, I ended up being among the very first people in all
of Telugu -land to listen to “Kusalama” (Bali Peetham) and “Cheekati
Velugulu” (Cheekati Velugulu) before they became the hits they did.

My third encounter with a live Balu was in 1979, when my school decid-
ed to have a concert to raise funds for a new block. The '70s being the *70s,
the school authorities permitted an elite gang of insane, unsupervised
schoolboys to run amok on the streets of Madras. Unleashed on the gen-
eral public, we rode our cycles madly, stopping to ring random doorbells
in the Boat Club and Poes Gardens neighbourhoods — with the goal of
selling tickets to the moneyed Madrasi but finding their bewildered house
help instead. (That the lot of us survived to actually see the concert proves
that those were relatively safer times.)

On concert day, in the packed Music Academy auditorium, Balu and his
troupe belted out his many hits to a wild (by '70s Madras standards) audi-
ence of moms, dads, and random folks from the posher localities of the
city who had been persuaded to buy tickets by delinquent schoolboys.

SPB had saved the best for last. He said that he was going to present a
song from an unreleased K. Balachander movie called Ninaithale
Inikkum. He sang, for the first time to
a live audience, what was to become
the cult hit “Engeyum Eppodum”. And
did an encore.

The next day, along with a bunch of
older kids, I was summoned to the

headmaster’s room (never a good
thing) and threatened with
suspension.

“Are you all country fellows?” he
said with a perfunctory show of dis-
gust (the concert had been a sell-out).
“What kind of boys dance in the
aisles?”

My final meeting with Balu was in
the late '80s. I had graduated from
dancing in the aisles to going to big
boy parties. And it was at such a gath-
ering, in a_ private cottage in a
Madras hotel, that I met him with a
small group of Telugu film types. All
of them much bigger boys than me.

alu, at the behest of a famous
Telugu film director, sang “Pibare
Rama Rasam”. At 1 am. To a small
and intoxicated (entirely by his
voice) audience.

Later, I naively asked him, “Sir, in
that song (I was referring to an
Tlaiyaraaja composition from the film
Sri Kanaka Mahalakshmi Recording
Dance Troupe), how did you insert, you know, that effortless little laugh
into that line?”

He showed me. Effortlessly. I remember seeing him leave in a Premier
118 NE.

The pomt is, while I may have had a few chance personal encounters
with the great man at different stages in my life — as a child, adolescent
and young man — so has every south Indian. Not meeting him personally
doesn’t make any of those encounters any less personal.

We’ve all met Balu. In our childhood, youth and adulthood. We will con-
tinue meeting him. Into our old age. Constantly. Irrespective of which
part of India (or the world) our feet are planted on. And he’ll always be
there. With the perfect song. And though we've heard it a hundred times,
it'll feel like the first time.

Last year, in this space, in a piece featuring Keats, Shelley and my
grandfather, the poet Krishna Sastri, I remember writing “How naive of
me to think poets need visas, planes and entry passes to meet when they
already possess the greatest vehicle of all, one unfettered by time and dis-
tance — imagination.”

How futile, therefore, to squabble over a statue — something so immov-
able — that attempts to contain someone who moves us so.

We’ve all met Balu. In
our childhood, youth and
adulthood. We will
continue meeting him.
Into our old age.
Constantly. Irrespective
of which part of India (or
the world) our feet are
planted on. He'll always
be there. With the
perfect song.

Krishna Shastri Devulapalli is a novelist, columnist, playwright and
screenwriter

r  decades,

studying abroad

Five ideas to overhaul our
broken election machine

n_December 9,

2025, when I stood

up in the Lok

Sabha to open the

debate on electoral
reforms, 1 experienced both
the gravitas of the moment
and the responsibility it
placed upon my shoulders.
For democracy is not an orna-
ment, it is a system of trust,
rules and institutions that
must be continuously defend-
ed and reinvigorated. Today,
that trust has frayed. My
remarks were not rhetorical
flourishes but five concrete
recommendations aimed at
restoring confidence in our
electoral machinery and pro-
tecting the sanctity of the vote
cast by the sovereign who
stands lung hours in sun and
rain to exercise his franchise.
Revamping the Election
Commission’s Leadership
Selection: The Election Com-
mission of India was only con-
secrated as a permanent,
independent, neutral institu-
tion by the founding fathers of
the Republic for they envis-
aged a continuous series of
elections in the country after
the first 10 to 15 years begin-
ning 1952. It was meant to be
the impartial umpire of our
democratic contests. Yet
today, it must be stated with
profound regret that many
citizens and political parties
have raised serious questions
about whether this neutrality
still exists. The 2023 amend-
ment to the law governing the
selection of the Chief Election
Commissioner represented a
significant departure from
principles of institutional
independence.

The current selection mech-
anism comprises only three
members — the Prime
Minister, the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
and a Cabinet minister. This
narrow composition creates
the perception that the ruling
establishment has undue

uence over the selection
process, I strongly advocated
for the inclusion of two addi-
tional members: the Chief

ly. Still, the trend reveals a sij

Manish Tewari

State of the Union

Justice of India and the
Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha. With these two
additional ~ voices, the
Commission would perhaps
genuinely function as the
impartial umpire our democ-
racy desperately needs.

Stopping the Illegal Special
Intensive Revision: One of
the most troubling develop-
ments in recent electoral
cycles has been the wide-
spread conduct of Special
Intensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls across 12 states and
Union territories. I must state
with absolute clarity: The
Election Commission has no
legal or constitutional basis to
conduct SIRs on such a
sweeping scale. The
Representation of the People
Act, 1950, clearly states that
corrections can be made only
at a constituency level only if
something is found to be man-
ifestly wrong, and reasons for
such corrections must be
recorded in writing, made
public, and the whole process
must be transparent and sub-
ject to scrutiny. What was
designed as a scalpel is being
usedasa

The time for
incremental reform
has passed. We
need bold,
comprehensive
changes to restore
the health of our
electoral system
and the faith of the
people in our
democracy.

overcome the basic vulnera-
Dbility of a black-box system.?

Even in technologically ad-
vanced nations like Germany,
Japan, Netherlands, etc.,
there is recognition of the
need for voter verification
and paper trails. I, therefore,
proposed two complementary
solutions: Either we must
mandate 100 per cent verifica-
tion and counting of
(Voter Verified Paper Audit
Trail) slips, or we must return
to paper ballots entirely. The
VVPAT was introduced as a
safeguard against EVM
manipulation, yet we conduct
random verification of only a
tiny percentage of these paper
records. This defeats the
entire purpose. If we cannot
afford to verify all VVPAT
slips, we should acknowledge
that electronic voting has
failed the test of democratic
legitimacy and revert to
paper ballots.

Thisisa ca]l for prioritising
democram integrity over

The Election Commission is
conducting blanket revisions
across entire states without

Pre-Election Cash
Transfers and Fiscal
Responsibility: As elections
approach, nments trans-

a specif-
ic reasons for such an exer-
cise. This is not electoral

fer cash directly into voter
bank accounts. This practice

ion; this is institu

tional overreach.

Democracy Cannot Run on
Black Boxes: For nearly two
decades, 1 have raised ques-
tions about the trustworthi-
ness of Electronic Voting
Machines. Today I return to
this issue with renewed
urgency: Can a machine be
trusted more than paper?
Who possesses the EVM
source code? Where is it
stored? How is it audited?
These are not academic ques-
tions; they go to the heart of
democratic accountability. A
machine can always be
manipulated. This is a funda-
mental principle of informa-
tion technology. No amount of
procedural safeguards can

cants face

grave misuse of
gnvernmeuml power and sys-
tematic manipulation of
national resources. It is not
governance; it 15 bribery ona
systemic
The data is sobenng As of
larch 24, 2025, the combined
habmty of Central and state
governments stood at ¥2.67
lakh crore. Eighteen out of 28
states have debt-to-GDP ratios
exceeding 30 per cent. Some
states take new loans merely
to service interest on existing
obligations. Yet governments
use elections as occasions for
massive cash transfers, fur-
ther ballooning debt. I pro-
posed a new cunsmmmnal
provision: Article 293A, that
would prohibit govemmem.s

outcomes, long

with debt-to-GDP ratios
exceeding 10 per cent (ideally)
or 20 per cent (at minimum)
from engaging in cash trans-
fers to voters.”?

The rationale is clear: If gov-
ernment debt is already
unsustainable, it has no
moral or fiscal right to further
burden the exchequer. When
governments take new loans
to fund cash transfers, they
are not giving people their
money; they are mortgaging
their future. The grandchild
of today's beneficiary will pay
for it through higher taxes
and reduced public services.
This is in fact intergenera-
tional theft conducted in the
name of electoral politics.
Reforming  the Anh»
Defection Law: Finally, I
addressed the Anti] Defecnon
Law, which has inadvertently
deepened political instability
rather curtailing it. The
law was conceived as a reme-
dy for the 1960s “Aaya Ram
Gaya Ram” era, yet it has
evolved into an instrument of
whip-driven tyranny that
transforms elected represen-
tatives into mere voting
machines, stripping them of
the imperatives of constituen-
cy, conscience and common
sense. [ have introduced a pri-
vate member’s bill three
times 2010, 2021 and now in
2025 proposing that MPs
should incur loss of member-
ship only when they violate
party discipline on confi-
dence motions, no-confidence
motions and financial mat-
ters. On all other bills, MPs
should be free to vote accord-
ing to their conscience and
constituencies’ interests.

This reform would not
destabilise government.
Furthermore, defection cases
should be decided by judicial
tribunals, not the Speaker,
ensuring impartiality and
time bound disposal.

These five reforms are fun-
damental to preserving our
democratic republic. Our
institutions are under strain,
and public confidence is erod-
ing. The time for incremental
reform has passed. We need
bold, comprehensive changes
to restore the health of our
electoral system. These are
ideas whose time has come.

Manish Tewariis a
third-term Lok Sabha MP
and former Union minister.
Twitter handle
@ManishTewari.

create multiple avenues to achieve their

John J.
Kennedy

Beyond American

dreams: Indians
doing a rethink on
study abroad plan

Edite
Kailusagir Ropeway, Sector-9 MVP Colony, \/mklmp.lln

ieant one destination for many

Indian families — the United

States. The plan was almost ritual-

istic — secure admission, take an educa-
tion loan that stretched household bud-
gets, pray for a visa, and trust that work
experience, resuiency, and even citizen-
ship would follow. That script was so
deeply embedded in the middle-class
imagination that the American universi-
ty route was a default pathway. However,
over the last cou.p]e of years, that assump-
tion has begun to crumble under the
welght of policy unpredlctabmty, lenmhy
visa queues, and a more

shift — even the United States, once con-
sidered the unquestioned first choice, is
now being scrutinised more thoughtfully
by Indian students.

Parallel to this slowdown, other desti-
nations are gaining attraction. Germany
is the finest example. In the 2023-24 winter
semester, German universities hosted
49483 Indian students, a 15.1 per cent
increase from the previous year and near-
1y double the figure from five years ago.
Indians now form the largest internation-
al student group in the country. The dri-
vers are clear: low or zero tuition at many
pubhc i robust engineering

mate surrounding migration.

Let us now take a closer look at the
numbers to undexstand the current land
scape. In 2024, an estimated 13.36 lakh
Indian studems were pursuing higher
education overseas. Of them, Canada
hosted approximately 4.27 lakh, while the
Umted States accounted for around 3.38

lakh. The UK had about 1.85 lakh and
Australia 122 lakh Indian students.
However, in 2024, the number of students
leaving India fell by nearly 15 per cent,
compared to 2023, from 8.95 lakh to 7.6
lakh, as reported by the Bureau of Im-
migration. The decline was visible across
major destinations, though not uniform-

and research ecosystems, and post-study.
work pathways that are less opaque than
the H-1B lottery. France, the Netherlands
and the Nordic countries are also attract-
ing more Indian students, with English-
medium programmes in technology,
busmess analytics, design, AL and sus-
ility, often backed by
The standardisation of quahty ACross ma-
ny European public universities reduces
risk of paying premium fees for a
mediocre degree, a risk that Indian stu-
dents have occasionally faced in the US.
Why this rebalancing? Because the
American visa process now feels like a
gamble. Even academically strong appli-
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queues and sudden mjecuans Add rising
tuition, soaring rents in cities and a
weakening rupee, and the US route sud-
denly looks far riskier than before. More
than admission, the calculation is about
the total cost, post-study work feasibility
and the realistic odds of migration.

So, the shift of Indian studems to look
beyond the US can be beneficial. By con-
sciously widening their lens, students not
only manage financial and visa-related
risks, but they also discover alternative
pathways with equal or better career
potential. Germany, for instance, offers
affordability, structured post-study work
visas, and a growing Indian peer commu-
nity. The Netherlands, Sweden and
Finland emphasise research-led pro-
grammes in emerging fields such as Al
clean energy, and sus'amab)hty West
Asian countries, including the UAE,
Qatar, and Saudi Arabia, are investing
heavily in STEM educahon. hostmg
branch campuses of major Western uni-
versities, and pmvuimg Job—seeker or
long-term residence visas

Singapore, while hlghly selectwe, pr(y
vides access to a growing Asian market
and stable work pathways. By diversify-
ing their options, students reduce depen-
dence on a single country or system and

Ph: 0883-241761/2417208; Telefu: 08
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career and life g

Of course, the tradmonal Anglo-
American destinations haven't disap-
peared, but they no longer enjoy unques-
tioned primacy. Canada, Australia, and
the UK remain attractive, yet the risk-
return equation has shifted. Visa rules,
living costs, post-study work rights, and
settlement norms must all be evaluated
along with academic reputation. What
was once a straightforward asp]ranon
has evolved into a comparative exemse
in risk, return and sustainability. In
context, the decision to look beyond the
US is as much about pragmatism as
opportuni

‘Another noticeable shift is in how stu-
dents pursue foreign education. Twin-
ning programmes allow them to split
their degree between India and abroad,
easing the cost and reducing visa risks.

Many now choose hybrid models, such
as one year online and one year on cam-
pus, or short, job-oriented courses. These
flexible formats enable students to gain
global exposure without straining their
finances, allowing them to build a varied
educational profile instead of relying on a
single destination. The evidence of
change is clear. The number of Indian
students overseas increased from approx-

TTERS

VIZAG IN FOCUS
During 2019-24 when the
YSRC was in power, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, then
as opposition leader,
opposed anything connect-
ed to Vizag including the
proposed executive capital
(Naidu sets foundation for
Cognizant in Vizag, Dec.
13). Now he is locating
everything related to tech-
nology in and around
Vizag, apart from many
other aspects. Moreover, he
is dumping thousands of
crores of rupees in the
flood-prone Amaravati. He
neglected its construction
during 2014-19. We lost
Hyderabad city in this man-
ner earlier. Another loss in
future should not be
allowed to happen.
Govardhana Myneedu
Vijayawada

INDIGO CRISIS

The article “Time to change brand-
ing of IndiGo to ‘Indi: GoToHell'?"
(Dec. 13) takes off with a provoca-
tive suggestion to rebrand the
IndiGo airline, but in doing so, it
may brush over the significant con-
tributions the airline has made to
affordable air travel. It is clear that
the need for continuous improve-
ment, bringing up a substantial
thing is the best approach. IndiGo
has carried out an impressive job in
making air travel accessible to
many. Rebranding should be based
on carrying out thorough market
research and consumer feedback.
The focus should be on building on
strengths and ironing out opera-
tional issues. Let’s focus on promot-
ing positive change.

P.R. Ravinder
Kakinada

GHASTLY ACCIDENT
One more ghastly accident

occurred in the wee hours of Friday
near Chintoor in ASR district (9 pil-
grims dead, 22 hurt as bus rolls into
hill slope, Dec. 13). Whatever the
reason(s) within a period of month
tens of people lost their lives in
road accidents that took place
across Telugu states whether they
were in Kurnool or Rangareddy or
now in ASR district.
Pratapa Reddy Yaramala
NTR district

Email your letters to '
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imately 9.07 lakh in 2022 to 13.36 lakh in
2024. Interest remains high, but the choic-
es are wider, The old US-centred dream
has shifted to multiple destinations, as
students now compare courses, job
prospects, and costs with far greater care.
Studying abroad is no longer a status
symbol. It's a strategic investment.

This does not render the United States
irrelevant. Thousands of Indian students
continue to aspu'e to study there. It’s j ]ust
that the path has narrowed, and the cos
benefit ratio is harsher. The old assump
tion of inevitability is gone. For parents
and students, the shift is both philosophi-
cal and practical — all the decisions must
be strategic, not sentimental. Under-
standably, therefore, the focus is on the
afterlife of the degree — debt load, emp-
loyability, visa security, and long-term
alignment with career and life goals. It is
appreciable that Indian students have
learnt to balance aspiration, practicality
and opportunity. In such a scenario, look-
ing beyond the US undoubtedly promises
greater resilience and better alignment
with personal, academic and career goals.

The writer is retired professor and
former dean of the School of Arts and
Humanities at Christ University in
Bengaluru
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OPINION

THE WEEKEND INTERVIEW with Yechiel Leiter | By Elliot Kaufman

The Israeli Case for Optimism About America

New York
he Israeli ambassador
has had a tough morning.
“We had a meeting with
the New York Times,” his
spokeswoman tells me as

1 join them for lunch, “so we’ll be
emotional-eating.”

“No,” Ambassador Yechiel Leiter
replies. “After that meeting, they’ll
be emotional-eating.” I take it he
gave the editors a piece of his
mind, but he orders a hamburger
just in case.

“It was inhuman,” he says.
“They just had no understanding,
no feeling for what Israelis have
suffered, what we have gone
through, and what we still face.”
Mr. Leiter arrived in Washington
in January and must be used to it
by now. But this is no ordinary
day. Exactly two years earlier, his
son Moshe Yedidya Leiter, a com-
pany commander in the reserves,
was killed by a Hamas booby trap.
It was at a tunnel shaft next to a
mosque in northern Gaza. He was
39, with a wife and six children.

This, Ambassador Leiter recog-
nizes, is part of the reason he was
chosen to represent Israel in the
U.S.: “We were on a war footing,
and I represented a large swath of
Israeli society that was contend-
ing with the war” in ways that
many in the American media
seemed to forget.

It also helped that Mr. Leiter,

Despite hostility on both
left and right, the Jewish
state’s ambassador to
Washington sees the
alliance becoming even
stronger in years to come.

66, was born and raised in Scran-
ton, Pa. He immigrated to Israel at
18, served in the 1982 Lebanon
War as a combat medic and later
earned a doctorate in political phi-
losophy at the University of Haifa.
“My doctoral thesis happens to be
on one of the ideational founda-
tions of American society, the
rebbe of the Founding Fathers”—
John Locke.

Mr. Leiter had also worked with
the prime minister before, as Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s chief of staff
from 2004-05 when he was fi-
nance minister. Mr. Netanyahu’s
free-market reforms of those years
are often credited with unlocking
Israel’s economic potential.

“Bibi was at the U.N. during the
Reagan-Thatcher years, and he
studied Reaganomics,” Mr. Leiter
says, “so he came in with a clear
philosophy of deregulation, of pri-
vatization.” Without those latter-
day returns from Reaganomics, Is-
rael might not have been able to
sustain the long war of the past
two years, fighting through Iran’s
proxies to reach Tehran and the
nuclear facilities.

Mr. Leiter points to two other
returns: weaning Israel off U.S.
economic aid (though military as-
sistance continues) and enabling
the government to sponsor major
offshore gas finds. “This is bring-
ing us energy independence—en-
ergy power, really,” he says.

Miami Will Do Just Fine Under a

In the hours after
o Miami elected Dem-
ocrat Eileen Higgins
mayor on Tuesday, a
wave of pessimistic
commentary swept
across social media.

“{‘\’5
A\

gg%%?rm{ “Miami is going to
By Alex be turned into yet
Witkoff another Chicago or

NYC,” one tweet
— claimed. “Violent

criminals will now be allowed to
roam the streets and destroy every-
one’s lives.” Others said the city had
swung sharply left or that the result
threatened Miami’s economic mo-
mentum. These claims misunder-
stand how Miami actually works and
why the region’s trajectory remains
fundamentally strong.

Miami’s recent growth took shape
during the Covid pandemic, when
firms and individuals left high-tax,
slow-growth cities like New York and
San Francisco in search of economic
opportunity, regulatory clarity and
quality of life. Miami offered a
growth-oriented environment, open-
ness to new industries and a clear
regulatory framework. Mayor Fran-
cis Suarez played a pivotal role in
signaling that the region welcomed
investment. But the forces shaping
Miami’s rise were broader: demo-
graphic momentum, low taxes, a pro-
business and low-regulation climate,
and an East Coast location with ac-
cess to Europe and Latin America.

“We’re about to sign a $35 billion
gas deal with Egypt. I mean, imag-
ine that—we’re supplying Egypt,”
to which Israel gave up the oil
fields of the Sinai for peace in the
1970s.

Mr. Netanyahu offered Mr.
Leiter the new job in Washington
on five minutes’ notice. “I hesi-
tated, and I guess he heard the
hesitation. So he asked me, ‘What
would your son say?’ In that split
second, it became so clear to me
what I had to do—not only to go
to Washington, but I had to pick
myself off the floor. I had to live
for him.”

Mr. Leiter, who earned orthodox
rabbinical ordination, breaks into
a homily connecting his son
Moshe to the biblical original, Mo-
ses. “If the Jewish people would
fall into victimhood throughout
the ages, they never would have
come back to the land of Israel,”
he concludes. “When people say
the state of Israel was created be-
cause of the Holocaust, it’s just
the opposite. The state of Israel
was created despite the Holocaust.
Any other people would have slid
into victimhood, would have said,
‘It’s all over.” ”

Even today, there is a reason to
worry it’s all over. I present Mr.
Leiter with the pessimistic outlook
for Israel: The American left’s hos-
tility has all but conquered the
Democratic Party. Antisemitism is
rising on the right as well, so that
the Republicans can’t be relied on
after President Trump departs. Eu-
rope is lost and will get even
worse. Israel’s future is total aban-
donment and isolation.

To explain where that analysis
errs, Mr. Leiter begins with
“Moby-Dick”: “There’s a great
paragraph where Melville de-
scribes a boat. The one side is
Locke, and the other side is Kant.
It says Locke goes up, Kant goes
down; Kant goes up, Locke goes
down. It’s like they create a bal-
ancing act because of their oppos-
ing philosophies. So I see great
potential, long-term good, in the
extremes of the right coming to
the surface. Because until now,
there was nobody to balance the
craziness of the woke left.

“The ‘woke right’ will work to
move everybody toward the cen-
ter. For cooler, saner heads, both
sides are going to have to come to
the conclusion that we have to
deal with our extremes and find
more in common in the center of
the horseshoe than on the ex-
treme ends.”

Mr. Leiter says he finds “much
more sobriety” on Israel “when
you get out of the border lands”
and arrive in Middle America. He
asks: “Why would Tucker Carlson
g0 on this crazy offensive about
hating Christian Zionists if there
weren’t 50 or 60 million of them?
No, the natural inclination is still
wholesomeness.”

The history of the U.S.-Israel re-
lationship also adds some perspec-
tive. “When we bombed the Osirak
nuclear reactor in Iraq in 1981,
Reagan was irate,” Mr. Leiter re-
calls. “He threatened [Prime Min-
ister Menachem] Begin with sanc-
tions.” When Israel bombed Syria’s
nuclear reactor in 2007, “Bush 43
doesn’t threaten sanctions, but
he’s not very happy about it.”

The results are visible in the com-
panies that have moved or expanded
here. Citadel, Starwood Capital, Mil-
lennium Management, Thoma Bravo
and Kirkland & Ellis all expanded
their presence in Miami. Citadel
committed to building a new head-
quarters campus expected to exceed
$2.5 billion in total investment, un-
derscoring the confidence major in-
stitutions have in Miami’s future. My
firm, the Witkoff Group, relocated to
Miami for the same reasons.

To understand why the city will
continue to grow, it is important to
understand how the region func-
tions. National commentary often
treats Miami as if it were a unified
political structure, but the reality is
far more distributed. Miami-Dade
County has 34 mayors across mu-
nicipalities such as Miami Beach,
Coral Gables, Aventura, Bal Harbour,
Doral and Key Biscayne. The city of
Miami is just one of these 34 juris-
dictions that people lump together
as “Miami.”

This diversification exists within
the city of Miami as well. Many foun-
dational functions operate through a
distributed framework rather than
through a single executive. Zoning,
development approvals, permitting
and critical municipal decision-mak-
ing run through the City Commis-
sion, which provides continuity as
administrations change.

Miami-D:

Then came the attack on Iran’s nu-
clear facilities. “In 2025, we al-
most became one intelligence com-
munity. People don’t understand
the level of collaboration that we
had for three, four months.”

“While all these idiots were
writing about ‘daylight’ and an-
ger” between the U.S. and Israel
or between Messrs. Trump and
Netanyahu, “Ron Dermer and 1
used to come out of the White
House laughing. ‘Let them say it.
1t’s perfect. We couldn’t break this
cover if we tried.” ” It appears the
Iranians fell for it as well. (Mr.
Dermer was Israel’s strategic af-
fairs minister until stepping down
in November. Mr. Leiter will likely
take up some of his duties in
Washington.)

“We reached a situation where
we begin the operations, and the
U.S. completes the operations,”
Mr. Leiter says. Israel helped the
U.S. by swallowing the big initial
risk and doing most of the “dirty
work,” as German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz put it. The U.S.
helped Israel by finishing off what
only it had the military capability
to do.

uch of Mr. Leiter’s case for

optimism rests on what Is-

rael can offer America.
“Looking into the future, the U.S.
is moving its focus to the Far
East,” he says. “In Europe, that
means NATO has to step up to the
plate—do its share, pay its share,
take responsibility.” In the Middle
East, “the potential is an extended
Abraham Accords, to the degree
that Israel and its neighbors enter
into a regional entente, so the U.S.
could reduce its footprint and
have its allies take responsibility
for the region.”

This vision hinges on Israeli
strength. “Without that, Saudi
Arabia is not going to protect the
region itself. And we can’t just put
all our eggs in the basket of Tur-
key.” While the conspiratorial
mind imagines Israel dragging the
U.S. into Middle East wars, Mr.
Leiter views Israel as America’s
only realistic way out. “We’ve ex-
ited the ‘unipolar moment,’ ” he
says. “In this realignment, the U.S.
will need fighting allies.”

Nonfighting allies like Saudi
Arabia spend more on fancy mili-

politan area of this scale work.
Transportation, water and sewer,
major public works, long-term plan-
ning and regional development strat-
egy are overseen at the county level.
Daniella Levine Cava, a Democrat
who has served as county mayor
since 2020, has worked closely with
municipal leaders throughout this
period of growth.

Public safety follows a similar dis-
tributed design. The Miami Police
Department reports to the city man-

Eileen Higgins is known as
a practical problem-solver,
and local institutions are
built for good governance.

tary equipment but get pushed
around by Iran.

The Abraham Accords can em-
power Arab neighbors to act in co-
ordination with Israel—against
shared U.S. adversaries—in what
is ultimately a battle within Islam.
“Does everybody have to be sub-
servient to Islam, as Iran and its
proxies believe?” Mr. Leiter asks.
“Or can Muslim states live side-by-
side with Judeo-Christian civiliza-
tion, represented in the heart of
Islam by Israel?”

From this angle, defeating the
Iranian axis has also created op-
portunities for what the ambassa-
dor calls a “reformation” in the Is-
lamic world’s relations with the
West. Mr. Trump said much the
same in October: “Now, because
you don’t have that threat [from
Iran], everybody’s open to peace.”
The president credits the Iran
strikes, and even Israel’s strike on
Hamas in Qatar (though he con-
siders it a “tactical mistake”),
with clearing the path to a Gaza
deal.

Mr. Leiter rejects the perception
that Mr. Netanyahu was forced
into that deal. “The deal is a com-
mitment to get all hostages out,
Hamas disarmed and Gaza demili-
tarized. That’s what we wanted
and insisted upon. In the end, Tur-
key and Qatar were left with no
choice,” he says, but to pressure
Hamas to take it. “Basically, the
U.S. adopted our position. . . . So
what, are we not going to be
thrilled?”

Mr. Trump did, however, pres-
sure Mr. Netanyahu into treating
Hamas’s hedging response to that
deal as if it were a full acceptance.
The issue persists in Hamas’s re-
fusal to disarm.

“What we need now,” Mr. Leiter
says, “is full implementation. Any-
thing less will be a repeat of
0slo’s smoke and mirrors, of
which we’ve had enough.” He’s re-
ferring to the failed peace plans of
the 1990s, of whose folly he tried
to warn the world at the time.

From 1989-92, Mr. Leiter led
the Jewish community of Hebron,
the ancient city where Arabs
slaughtered Jews in 1929 and sub-
sequently expelled them. After
Jordan invaded Israel in 1967 and
lost the territory of the West
Bank, Hebron became home to one

of the most ideological and vulner-
able of the new Jewish settle-
ments. “In the eye of the storm” is
how Mr. Leiter remembers it.

There’s a new storm brewing.
Does the ambassador worry about
younger Americans, who seem
much less friendly to Israel? “They
won’t be a Biden Zionist or a
Trump Zionist,” he says, “but
they’re going to be a new distilled
American Zionist. Something runs
very, very deep between the Amer-
ican and Israeli psyche.” He cites
“The Arc of a Covenant,” the 2022
book by Journal columnist Walter
Russell Mead. “I don’t think it’s
going to get lost.”

Mr. Leiter offers Vice President
JD Vance as an example. “He may
not have the same intestinal iden-
tification with Jews that Donald
Trump has,” he allows. “He didn’t
grow up in New York, and proba-
bly he didn’t light Hanukkah can-
dles with Jewish friends and busi-
ness partners. But so what? I've
been in a dozen consequential
meetings with JD, and I haven’t
noticed in him a scintilla of anti-
Israelism or distance from Jews or
Israel.

“People tell me he’s a friend of
Tucker Carlson. Well, maybe he
doesn’t like all the friends that I
have. 1 don’t know how to answer
that. I wouldn’t be friends with
Tucker Carlson. But where it mat-
ters, I've only seen good and posi-
tive stuff. JD believes in America
first, and I think he believes that
part of America first is having a
strong ally like Israel.”

e conclude by discussing

what kind of relationship

Israel would like with
America. “In Israel, we have this
illness of extremes,” he says. “Yes-
terday, it was ‘daylight’ with
Trump. Our media was saying
we're all on our own. Today, the
same journalists say we're a ‘vas-
sal state,” ” too dependent on Mr.
Trump and the U.S. to make its
own decisions. The ambassador’s
advice: “Calm down, everybody.
There’s a whole lot in between.”

He would like a gradual end to
U.S. military aid to Israel, a long-
time objective of the Israeli right
that Mr. Netanyahu has been rais-
ing again. “We’d like to see the na-
ture of the military assistance be-
come military collaboration,” Mr.
Leiter says. “That means moving
into a mode of enhanced joint de-
velopment, joint R&D and joint
production that benefits both coun-
tries in a way everyone can see.”

Like Iron Dome? “Like Golden
Dome,” he replies: Israeli technol-
ogy can help realize Mr. Trump’s
missile-defense vision for America.
As of this month, Israel’s Arrow 3
system now defends Germany.
Times have changed.

“Now that Israel has a GDP per
capita on par with the most pow-
erful and wealthy Western nations,
it’s not the same relationship we
had with the U.S. in the 1950s,” he
says. “So, let’s have that evolve
now that we are in a position
where our technologies benefit the
U.S. It’s not just a one-way street.
It’s a real partnership.” With a
fighting ally.

Mr. Kaufman is a member of
the Journal’s editorial board.

Democratic Mayor

hassee has pre-empted local rent
control, capped property tax in-
creases, banned sanctuary city poli-
cies and prevented municipalities
from imposing their own minimum
wages or restricting plastic bags.
This structure also provides con-
text for interpreting the election. In
2024 Donald Trump became the first
Republican to win Miami-Dade
County since 1988, while Kamala
Harris won the city of Miami, where
registered Democrats outnumber
registered Republicans by roughly
9,000. Turnout in this race was low:
fewer than 40,000 voters out of 2.7
million county residents. The may-
oral result wasn’t an indication of a
national trend but a local decision in
a politically mixed city where party
registration has never neatly pre-

ager, creating professional continu-
ity across political cycles. County-
wide law enforcement and major
regional responsibilities are increas-
ingly managed through the elected
Miami-Dade sheriff, now Rosie Cord-
ero Stutz, who is widely respected
for steady leadership and a track re-
cord in public safety.

Florida’s state government pro-
vides essential guardrails. Gov. Ron
DeSantis and the Republican Legisla-
ture have limited the downside risk

dicted Despite
the Democrats’ registration advan-
tage, most recent mayors have been
Republican.

Not all, though, contrary to the
often-heard claim that it’s been 30
years since Miami elected a Demo-
cratic mayor. Manny Diaz, who
served as mayor from 2001 to 2009,
was widely recognized as a Demo-
crat and later served as chairman of
the Florida Democratic Party.

Ms. Higgins prevailed because she
is adept at problem-solving and prac-
tical governance. As a Miami-Dade

of local elections by ing the

de County the
regional systems that make a metro-

most lly destructive poli-
cies from the menu entirely. Talla-

County (2018-25) she
focused on transportation, infra-
structure, housing and service deliv-

ery. That experience—not partisan-
ship—resonated with voters.

Miami’s biggest challenge is hous-
ing affordability. Rent has risen to the
sixth-highest level nationally, and
climbing insurance costs have made
homeownership unaffordable for
many. The wrong answer is rent con-
trol or blocking development—poli-
cies that locked in San Francisco’s
housing crisis. The right answer is
what Miami has begun to pursue: en-
couraging public-private partnerships,
expanding private-sector incentives
and taking advantage of state tools
such as Florida’s Live Local Act to ac-
celerate the creation of workforce and
attainable housing.

Pessimistic interpretations of the
election miss the broader reality. Mi-
ami enters its next chapter with
structural advantages—from distrib-
uted governance to competition
among municipalities—that have his-
torically reinforced stability and
growth. But advantages aren’t self-
executing. The question now is
whether Mayor Higgins will maintain
the regulatory restraint, fiscal disci-
pline and openness to development
that have defined Miami’s success.
The foundation is strong, the oppor-
tunities are significant, and the next
phase will depend on sustaining the
policies that made Miami a magnet
in the first place.

Mr. Witkoff is CEO of the Witkoff
Group.
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Pete Hegseth’s Zombie Reaganism

ou almost have to admire Defense Sec-

retary Pete Hegseth taking the stage at

the Ronald Reagan presidential library
and immediately opening fire.
“Most who invoke Ronald
Reagan’s name today, espe-
cially self-styled Republican
hawks, are not much like Ron-
ald Reagan,” he said. “Donald
Trump is the true and rightful
heir of Ronald Reagan.” Who says the Gipper
is irrelevant in Republican politics?

Mr. Hegseth aimed to locate the Trump proj-
ect in Reagan’s mantra of peace through
strength, and their slogans are the same. But
the history of Reagan’s success is worth recall-
ing as Mr. Hegseth accuses others of besmirch-
ing the 40th President’s legacy. Reagan rebuilt
the U.S. military but also took political risk to
negotiate with communists to win the Cold
War, and Mr. Hegseth says President Trump is
rerunning that playbook.

* * *

That doesn’t get the Reagan history right.
Reagan negotiated from strength because he
first built up that strength, both military and
economic. He deployed midrange nuclear mis-
siles in Europe despite ferocious Soviet opposi-
tion. The Soviets tried to break the U.S. alliance
with Europe, and they only turned to serious
negotiating when they concluded they couldn’t
compete with the U.S.

Today the U.S. faces two nuclear peer adver-
saries, China and Russia, both global and ideo-
logically hostile powers like the Soviet Union.
And they are working together. Mr. Trump is
so far making concessions to both and is spend-
ing less on defense as a share of the economy
than Jimmy Carter did in 1979.

Mr. Hegseth said the defense budget is going
up. “My kids and yours will someday talk about
the Trump buildup,” he said. We’re ready to
help the President make the case, and his one-
time cash infusion in this year’s Republican
budget bill was a start. But now what? Mr.
Trump’s fiscal 2026 budget proposed a defense
cut after inflation.

The defense secretary is right that Reagan
hesitated to use military force abroad. But then
Mr. Hegseth revived Reagan Defense Secretary
Cap Weinberger’s test for U.S. intervention
abroad. That doctrine prescribes force only as
alast resort for a vital interest, and only if it’s
popular, among other requirements. “This is
sound stuff,” Mr. Hegseth said.

But Reagan and his Administration never
fully accepted those tenets. Bill Safire, the con-
servative columnist, described the doctrine in
the New York Times at the time as “only the
fun wars” and a vow not to defend ourselves
until the stakes are dire. As Safire put it: “Our

His history of the 1980s
omits some points
Trump could learn from.

tradition has been to accept risks for a just
cause.”

That point matters because you can’t reduce
Reaganism to “out with uto-
pian idealism, in with hard-
nosed realism,” as Mr. Heg-
seth averred. The Reagan
grand strategy blended ideal-
ism with realism—naming an
evil empire, while arming
even unpalatable enemies of communism
across the world.

The Chinese Communists may not be fo-
menting revolution abroad the way the Soviets
did—for now—but their ambitions are still to
become the pre-eminent global power, and
Vladimir Putin is their junior partner. Mr.
Trump casually said recently that Ukraine is
losing its war, but Reagan would understand
that Ukraine’s defeat would be a loss for the
West that makes the U.S. less secure.

Mr. Hegseth’s lines that the “unipolar mo-
ment” of American primacy “is over” and talk
about “respecting” China’s massive military
build-up—designed to defeat U.S. forces—is a
call for detente. But Reagan rejected detente
with the Soviets in the 1970s. He rejected the
'view, common at the time, that the best the U.S.
could do was negotiate a balance of power. This
also may not be the best week for Mr. Hegseth
to denounce “globalism” as the Trump Team
argues that America can trust Beijing with
Nvidia’s advanced AI chips.

Mr. Trump has made several policy choices
worthy of Reagan, notably his Golden Dome
homeland missile shield and enforcing his word
that Iran can’t have a nuclear weapon. Both
Presidents evince a genuine hatred of nuclear
‘weapons and the awful human cost of war.
President Trump carries an instinct for U.S.
primacy in the world, albeit without Reagan’s
decades of arguments about freedom and the
virtues of free societies.

* * *

America’s enemies are doubtless pleased
that Mr. Hegseth is so focused on settling
scores about the Iraq War and firing inside the
GOP tent. But if there’s a silver lining to his his-
torical rewrite, it’s that the Trump team under-
stands that Reagan’s legacy is important to em-
brace. Some in the MAGA coalition have
dismissed this as “Zombie Reaganism” and
claim that the U.S. would be better off if Pat Bu-
chanan’s isolationism had prevailed.

Don’t believe it. The Administration is asso-
ciating with Reagan because Republican voters
still see themselves in his tradition and coali-
tion. Mr. Trump knows who is the standard
bearer for Republican electoral and strategic
success. We wish his policies were as similar
to Reagan’s as his slogan.

Republicans for Ineffective Government

resident Trump doesn’t brook dissent,

especially within his own party. So per-

haps he’ll call out the 20 House Republi-
cans who joined Democrats Thursday to pass
a bill to reverse his executive order that
stripped collective-bargaining rights from fed-
eral workers.

Mr. Trump this spring exempted roughly one
million workers at some 40 agencies from col-
lective bargaining. The Federal Service Labor-
Management Relations Statute grants most fed-
eral workers collective-bargaining rights, but
it lets the President carve out agencies involved
in “intelligence, counterintelligence, investiga-
tive, or national security work.”

Mr. Trump applied these exclusions to the
Department of Veterans Affairs, Food and Drug
Administration, Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion, Federal Communications Commission and
other agencies whose work can affect national
security. Unions sued to block the order, but the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals let it take effect
in August.

Labor agreements make it harder to reward
merit and punish poor performance and mis-

conduct. They also reduce government effi-
ciency, which can slow project permitting, de-
regulation and pharmaceutical reviews. The
VA’s unionized workforce and prescriptive labor
agreements are one reason its hospitals are of-
ten frustrating for patients.

President Franklin Roosevelt understood
that collective bargaining for federal workers
would undermine good government. “Upon em-
ployees in the Federal service rests the obliga-
tion to serve the whole people, whose interests
and welfare require orderliness and continuity
in the conduct of Government activities,” he
said.

Most Democrats today disagree, and appar-
ently some Republicans do too. Five Republi-
cans gave federal unions an assist by signing a
discharge petition championed by Maine Demo-
cratic Rep. Jared Golden to force a vote on nulli-
fying Mr. Trump’s executive order this year. It
passed Thursday, 231-195.

Many of these Republicans represent swing
districts, but making government less efficient
and responsive to the American people is un-
likely to help them win re-election.

The New College Unemployment Line

one-third of Americans believe a four-year
college degree is worth the cost. A new
study by the Cleveland Federal

&‘ nNBC News poll recently found that only

Instead, the study suggests that the declin-
ing job prospects for young college grads “may
reflect the continued growth in college attain-
ment, adding ever larger co-

Reserve Bank helps explain The ,]Obless gap between  norts of college graduates to
why: Many young college grad- high- school and college the ranks of job seekers.” It’s
uates out of work are having a . . also possible that college
harder time than high-school grads is shrmkmg. grads are more likely to have
grads finding jobs, and artificial parents who can support
intelligence isn’t to blame. them, so they can be choosier

The share of Americans who believe a college
degree pays off has fallen by 20 percentage points
since 2013. Today, 63% say that it’s “not worth the
cost because people often graduate without spe-
cific job skills and with a large amount of debt to
pay off,” according to the NBC poll. Only 46% of
those with college degrees believe they are worth
the cost, a 17-point decline.

You don’t need an economics degree to no-
tice that young college grads are struggling. Ac-
cording to the Cleveland Fed study, the unem-
ployment gap between high-school and college
grads between the ages of 22 and 27 has tight-
ened to a mere 2.5-percentage points, com-
pared with about five percentage points in pre-
vious decades.

Young high-school grads are still more likely
to become unemployed. However, college grads
who become unemployed are now more likely to
remain so than high-school grads. The fall in the
job-finding rate for young college grads began
around 2000, which suggests Al isn’t the cause.

in job searches.

A government bias toward four-year college
and declining academic standards have pro-
duced too many college grads who are ill-pre-
pared for the modern workplace—and a dearth
of young people skilled in the trades. The unem-
ployment rate last year for 20-to-29-year-olds
who had recently received an associate degree
was 2.1% versus 15.3% for those with a bache-
lor’s degree.

“The labor market advantages conferred by
a college degree have historically justified indi-
vidual investment in higher education and ex-
panding support for college access,” the Cleve-
land Fed study concludes. “If the job-finding rate
of college graduates continues to decline relative
to the rate for high school graduates, we may see
areversal of these trends.”

All of this is a warning to colleges and a cry
for Congress to reduce subsidies for four-year
degrees that may cost more than they’re worth
in the labor market.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

America’s Eyes Are on the Wrong Hemisphere

The first pages of President Trump’s
national security strategy outline many
laudable, if obvious, goals. What Ameri-
can wouldn’t want his government to
“ensure that America remains the
world’s strongest, richest, most power-
ful, and most successful country for de-
cades to come”?

Yet after listing several superlatives,
the document doesn’t provide a coher-
ent strategy for achieving them. The di-
agnostics of threats to U.S. security are
flawed and so the prescriptions for ad-
vancing our interests won't deliver.

The NSS is heavily oriented toward
the Western Hemisphere—something
former Trump administration official
Alexander Gray calls “logical” prioriti-
zation (Letters, Dec. 11). But the West-
ern Hemisphere doesn’t pose the pri-
mary threat to U.S. security—China,
Russia and their autocratic allies do. To
pretend the Chinese threat in Asia and
the Russian threat in Europe can be ig-
nored as we turn our attention to Vene-
zuela feels like 1930s-era foolishness.

Elsewhere, the document insults
our European allies, while offering
nothing concrete to strengthen our

ties to them or other partners in Asia.
During the Cold War, our geopolitical
friendships were a major comparative
advantage over the Soviets. We will
need strong, loyal, enduring allies
again to compete effectively with
China and Russia this century. Opin-
ion polls show that most people
worldwide prefer democracy to dicta-
torship. Better to use this to advan-
tage against adversaries rather than
throw it away.

The good news is that the NSS
should spark a healthy debate about
the purposes of American power. Pub-
lic opinion polls again show that the
American people value allies, don’t
support Mr. Trump’s embrace of Vladi-
mir Putin, and want to give more sup-
port to democratic Ukraine. The presi-
dent’s fatalistic assumption that this
NSS represents an immutable pivot to-
ward unilateralism and isolationism,
with no regard for values is premature.

MicHAEL McFauL
Hoover Institution
Stanford, Calif.

‘Mr. McFaul was U.S. ambassador

to Russia, 2012-14.

Small Businesses Can’t Escape Price Controls

Tomas Philipson ably details how
“Biden’s IRA Is Harming Cancer Pa-
tients” (op-ed, Dec. 1). Those who had
a bit of economics training would have
seen that coming. It doesn’t matter
‘whether it’s rent control, groceries or
healthcare—government-imposed price
ceilings curtail investment in maintain-
ing and improving the quality of con-
sumer products. In the pharmaceutical
industry, that means fewer new drugs
to improve health and longevity, and
fewer discoveries of how to use exist-
ing medicines better.

Small businesses drive innovation
because they are less bureaucratic and
have fewer worries about protecting
existing products. They are the least
able to survive a policy that shortens
effective patent lives and caps prices as

their discoveries approach the market.
According to the 2023 Business Enter-
prise Research and Development sur-
vey, about 2,970 small firms are en-
gaged in U.S. biotechnology research
and development. Their business mod-
els depend on a handful of potential
“home run” projects. When price caps
truncate the payoff window, many of
their projects never get financed or are
abandoned.

The Biden administration’s legacy
not only harms cancer patients; it’s
choking off tomorrow’s small-business
breakthroughs before they leave the lab.

Casey B. MULLIGAN
Washington

‘Mr. Mulligan is chief counsel for
advocacy at the Small Business Ad-
ministration.

Where Did All the Free Scottish Thinkers Go?

The first recorded Scottish Parlia-
ment in 1235 was known as a collo-
quium, a place of conversation. Its
democratic successor in 2025 is too of-
ten a place of conformity, as Barton
Swaim and Allan Massie rightly ob-
serve in “What’s the Matter With Scot-
land?” (Weekend Interview, Dec. 6).

Earlier this year, JD Vance de-
scribed the country’s new “buffer
zone” laws around abortion facilities
as policing “thought crimes,” under-
mining fundamental freedoms of
speech and religion. Tellingly, the
Scottish parliamentarians approved
the bill by a vote of 118 to 1. None of
the 31 Conservatives voted against it.

If there were a political game in
town, it’d have much to tackle. Birth-

A Double Standard for Death

William McGurn establishes the
stakes of Gov. Kathy Hochul’s as-
sisted-suicide decision (“To Sign or
Not to Sign, That Is the Question,”
Main Street, Dec. 9). Here’s how I see
it: Approving a lethal dose only for
people whose life expectancy is under
six months means the government is
valuing their lives less than those of
healthy people. A little poem I wrote
a few years ago indicates why disabil-
ity-rights groups consider the double
standard discriminatory:

“If you seek to end your life,

‘Will you get support or strife?

Healthy people meet resistance,

Sick old people get assistance.”

Pror. FELICIA NIMUE ACKERMAN
Brown University
Providence, R.I.

The Best Ally: Grandparents

A key to young couples having more
children: getting grandparents to pitch
in (Letters, Dec. 9). Everyone wins. The
parents are relieved. The children get
time with treasured family members
who will care for them better than any-
one else. The grandparents get pre-
cious moments with little ones. It's a
beautiful thing, but it takes close prox-
imity to work—and grandparents
young enough to handle their most im-

portant accomplishment.
Dao Sung
Queens, N.Y.
An Ibo-speaking taxi driver from Ni-

geria recently told me his mother died
when he was young. “So your father
raised you?” I asked. In keeping with
Bethany Mandel’s concerns about what
Americans lose when our birthrates col-
lapse, he responded: “It’s not like that
in my village. Everyone helps.” What we
also lose is community.

PHILIPPA NEWFIELD

San Francisco

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

rates are at their lowest since records
began in 1855. By 2050 there will be
nearly twice as many Scots over 85.
Half of rural Scotland is owned by
fewer than one-thousandth of the
population. About one in four Scot-
tish children lives in poverty.

Mr. Swaim wonders about the
source of this stifling consensus. It
isn’t to be found in the country’s
communitarian instincts but in the
misdirection of those traditional dis-
positions toward statism. There
seems to be little in modern Scotland
that isn’t controlled, directed or
funded by the state. Civil society is
squeezed, private initiative limited
and debate dead. We need a Scottish
Spring. As John Steinbeck assured
Jackie Kennedy in 1964: “You talked
of Scotland as a lost cause and that is
not true. Scotland is an unwon
cause.”

Davip KErRr
Lansing, Mich.

College Board Beats the Field

The College Board high command is
defensive about the value and predic-
tive power of the SAT and AP exams
(Letters, Dec. 9). But on the whole the
company is right: The tests are better
predictors of college performance than
anything anyone else is using, especially
in California, where diplomas seem to
be handed out by the bushel with little
or no attention to student learning.

External measures akin to audits, like
the SAT and APs, tend to be more reli-
able and accurate than grades and
statewide tests, for which the standards
and cut scores keep fluctuating. The
College Board’s products aren’t getting
“easier” as such. But the company
keeps introducing more variants, in-
cluding subjects widely thought to be
easier. It's removed some elements—
such as SAT essays—that many find
more revealing than multiple-choice
questions. And it does occasionally re-
calibrate its scoring in various ways. It
isn’t pure. It’s simply the best available,
and in my view pretty darn good.

CHESTER E. FINN, JR.
Chevy Chase, Md.

Mr. Finn is president emeritus of

the Thomas B. Fordham Institute.

Pepper ...
And Salt
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“I did all my steps, now I'm going to
do my sit-around-and-do-nothings.”
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OPINION

Trump May Be Losing His Touch

DECLARATIONS
By Peggy Noonan

onald Trump and his tu-

mult nearly 11 months in:

He’s a rocket going not

up but sideways or down.

All polls say down. On
Thursday AP-NORC reported his ap-
proval on the economy and immi-
gration has “fallen substantially”
since the spring, with 31% of Ameri-
cans approving his handling of eco-
nomic matters, down from 40% in
March, and his approval on immi-
gration at 38%, down from 49%. Re-
cent Democratic sweeps in New Jer-
sey and Virginia, and this week’s
Miami mayoral race, make 2026 look
distinctly blue-tinged.

In fairness, 11 months as presi-
dent is long enough to get on every-
one’s nerves—to disappoint your
fans and infuriate your foes. But he’s
in a fix, surrounded by mood shifts,
challenges and bad signs.

At the end of his 11th
month, he’s surrounded
by mood shifts, challenges
and ominous signs.

first is saying “I'm not
MAGA.” Conspiracists all
over: “Israel killed Charlie.”
The assassination of Charlie
Kirk looks increasingly like
an epochal event. Did he un-
derstand how much he was
holding together the Trump-
ian right? Without the force
of his mediating presence
they are cracking up.

Percolating below, un-
seen, is the price you pay in
time for success. The presi-
dent’s border triumph will
likely weaken his and
MAGA’s political position.
He shut down illegal immi-
gration on the southern bor-
der, which had been more or
less open for decades. But it
was anger at illegal immi-
gration that kept his base
cleaved to him and allied with each
other. Remove the issue that made
you, and you can no longer use it to
gain votes or maintain unity.

This is the paradox of politics:
Every time you solve a major prob-
lem, you're removing a weapon from
your political arsenal.

What happens when you lose
your great issue? What happens
when all that remains of that issue
is its least popular aspect? Immigra-
tion remains in the news only be-
cause of brutal deportation prac-
tices. It isn’t “build the wall”
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His Capitol Hill base for once and
famously began to kick away this
summer, with loyalists breaking
with him on the Jeffrey Epstein files
and Georgia Rep. Marjorie Taylor
Greene on other issues as well. She’s
leaving Congress but not looking
like someone who lost her battles
with Mr. Trump. His problem: Once
someone makes a successful jail-
break, all the other prisoners know
a jailbreak is possible. This changes
the conversation in the prison yard.
Guards are eyed differently, the war-
den’s mystique is diminished.

Outside Washington Mr. Trump’s
base is fighting with itself. America

it’s “Don’t arrest the poor
guy working the line in a second job
at the chicken-processing plant.”
Americans don’t want that guy
thrown out. The longer the deporta-
tions continue, the more unpopular
and damaging to the administration
they will become.

There is the matter of his mouth.
‘The president’s supporters have for
10 years put up with his babyish ob-
session with insulting people. They
think of it as the Trump Tax, the
price you pay for getting someone
bold and tough. But his hate-stoking
now, in an era of political violence,
is going to get someone hurt. In his
Truth Social post Tuesday night he
used criminal language about the

press—news outlets and reporters
are “seditious, perhaps even trea-
sonous,” They “libel and demean
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES.” They are “true Enemies of
the people, and we should do some-
thing about it.” Like what?

It isn’t 2015, we’re more on edge.
In a darker time, he’s going to find
in the polls fewer people willing to
pay the Trump Tax.

Obviously inflation is the so-far-
immovable thing, and he’s bungled
his response—“affordability” is a
Democratic “hoax”, a “scam,” a mere
political talking point.

He sounded like Lyndon B. John-
son, who late in his second term
was reported to have said, when
the public started turning on the
effects of his economic policies,
“You've never had it so good!”
That’s the sound of true presiden-
tial detachment: I work so hard,
you’re a bunch of spoiled babies..
House Minority Leader Gerald Ford
beat Johnson around the head for
that at a 1967 Lincoln Day dinner:
“I cannot conceive of a Lincoln tell-
ing the people ‘You never had it so
good,” when consumer prices are
soaring, the workingman’s real
spendable earnings are slipping,
and the farmer’s parity ratio is

falling hard and fast.”

People on the ground feel trem-
ors presidents can’t feel. They see
Mr. Trump flying around the world
on his missions and tearing up the
White House East Wing to build a
ballroom. All that feels like what
presidents do when things are going
well, in a boom everyone is experi-
encing. People don’t feel that way
now.

It isn’t only inflation spreading
unease. Artificial intelligence is
coming. It’s going to change the en-
tire employment picture in America
over the next few years. It’s going to
eat jobs, and people with imagina-
tion—and America is nothing if not
imaginative—can see it coming. This
is part of the background music in
America: Americans who aren’t un-
employed and do have a house are
afraid that in the next few years
they could lose their job, their secu-
rity. And they’re worried about their
kids.

A woman in a service industry, an
immigrant to America from Eastern
Europe who’s been here about 20
years, took me aside recently. Her
eldest child, a senior in high school,
is looking around at local colleges.
She was worried about Al and asked
for advice on what her son might

study so that in four years
he could get a job. We asked
ChatGPT, which advised
“embodied in-person work”
such as heating and air con-
ditioning technician, pool
cleaner. She wasn’t happy
with that. She’d worked her-
self to the bone to get her
son higher in the world than
she is. She wants him to
own the pool.

That is how Americans
think: rise. They want to
know their government is
thinking about Al They
want a sense that someone
in charge sees the big pic-
ture. They want to hear
there’s a plan. Mr. Trump
sees the development of AT
simply as a matter of com-
petition with China and of
economic growth, which is depen-
dent right now on AL

He shows no sign of seeing any
dark side to it, has no apparent
plans to regulate it, and is beating
back state attempts to impose lim-
its. He’s given his friends the AI
“broligarchs,” in Ed Luce’s term in
the Financial Times, “carte blanche.”

‘What happened the last time
Mark Zuckerberg had carte blanche?
Haven’t we read about all the bil-
lionaires powering AI who have safe
houses and bunkers to which to flee
if and when the world they’re in-
venting goes under?

Mr. Trump seems alive to none of
this, but regular people are, and this
has more to do with our economic
unease than we credit.

Those around the president be-
lieve the next big moment for him
comes in January, with the State of
the Union address, when he can re-
set the table with a great speech.

Maybe. Those addresses don’t
have the power they once had but
still retain some. He might focus on
things people are really thinking
about—Al, inflation and how Ameri-
cans in their 30s and 40s can get it
together to buy a house and have a
baby and keep this whole lumbering
thing called America going.

Kathy Hochul Faces a Life-or-Death Decision

By Jack Butler

New York
n a cold, windy December
night, a bundled-up group
gathered outside a Midtown
Manhattan office building. Some
were in wheelchairs. A few waved
signs. Others held candles. They had
come to Gov. Kathy Hochul’s New
York City office to oppose a bill le-
galizing assisted suicide.

The Legislature passed the bill in
June. Its fate is now in Ms. Hochul's
hands. If she doesn’t veto it, the bill
will pass automatically and threaten
New York’s most vulnerable—like
some of those who gathered in front
of her office on Dec. 4.

Twelve states and the District of
Columbia currently allow some form
of what is euphemistically called
“medical aid in dying.” That some
places have already gone down this
path shouldn’t automatically entail
an endorsement. The record in other
places has shown the dark places le-
galization leads.

Requests for assisted suicide re-
quire a motivating dire diagnosis.
But legalized jurisdictions have
stretched the meaning of “dire.”
Bills like New York’s, once enacted,
have “led to people with conditions
like anorexia, diabetes, high choles-
terol, high blood pressure being
abandoned by their physician and
given lethal drugs,” says Jessica
Rodgers, 36, coalitions director for
the Patients’ Rights Action Fund,
Ms. Rodgers was present at the city
gathering—after attending another
in Albany the day before.

Particularly disturbing about the
assisted-suicide slippery slope is the
increased risk to the physically or
mentally disabled. Altering state law
in this way encourages both public
and private actors in the healthcare
system to make callous calculations
about whether their patients’ lives
are worth living.

“It’s the people who are vulnera-
ble who end up as the target of bills
like this,” says Sharon Shapiro-
Lacks, 64, executive director of the

Brooklyn Center for Independence of
the Disabled. People, that is, like
her. Ms. Shapiro came to protest the
bill in her wheelchair. She requires
help to get through the day and
fears that this bill, if enacted, would
make New Yorkers forget that “a life
is a life.”

She fears people like her would
come to be seen as a burden on
those around them—or even come
to think of themselves that way. “If
one life is lost needlessly or shut or
ended early because of this, that is
one life too many,” said Jose Her-
nandez, 45, advocacy and policy as-
sociate at New York Association on
Independent Living. He also came to
the vigil in a wheelchair. Mr. Her-
nandez recalled the example of his
mother, diagnosed with Stage 4
ovarian cancer—the kind of condi-
tion that would furnish a rationale
in this bill’s understanding. Told she
had six months, she lived for 13
years.

Gov. Hochul has suggested adding

safeguards to the bill, including a
seven-day waiting period, a mental-
health evaluation, and restriction of
life-ending drugs to New York resi-
dents only. But the record in other
states shows that such safeguards
usually fade before the inexorable
logic of physician-assisted suicide:

New York’s governor touts
her efforts at preventing
suicide. She should veto
an assisted-suicide bill.

New York, long ago abandoned the
terminal-illness requirement for re-
questing assisted suicide. Now a
range of illnesses and conditions
can justify a request for lethal
treatment.

The criteria up north may get
looser still. There have already been
many cases of people requesting and
receiving assisted suicide even
though their conditions are treat-
able. There is evidence some have
done so without a full understand-
ing of what they were doing—possi-
bly under pressure from care pro-
viders. Assisted suicide is now the
fifth-leading cause of death in the

Six of the 12 jurisdictions that legal-
ized assisted suicide have since
loosened their initial criteria.

The record of U.S. jurisdictions
where assisted suicide is already le-
gal provides plenty of reason to
worry. But there is another source
of concern beyond our borders.
Canada, which shares a border with

country, according to a report from
Cardus, a Canadian think tank.
There are other reasons to be
worried about a regime of assisted
suicide in New York. The possible
proliferation of lethal drugs in circu-
lation on the streets. Pressure
placed on doctors and nurses who
oppose the practice to participate in
it. The erosion of medical care’s fun-

damental nature as life-giving,
hence the American Medical Associ-
ation’s continued opposition to the
practice.

But Ms. Hochul herself might be
most receptive to one particular ar-
gument. She has made suicide pre-
vention one of the hallmarks of her
administration. She declared Sep-
tember Suicide Prevention Month
and noted she had increased state
funding for suicide prevention. Why
prevent suicide on the one hand,
and open up an entirely new avenue
for it on the other?

Even in New York, on a cold night
at the end of a workday, passing
drivers stuck in traffic honked and
gestured in approval of the assem-
bled vigil. Ms. Hochul should listen
to those gathered outside—and to
everyone else standing against the
culture of death this bill would
usher in.

Mr. Butler is a deputy opinion ed-
itor at the Journal.

The Netflixing of Nuclear War

Now I'm triggered.
Kathryn Bigelow
and Noah Oppen-
heim, director and
screenwriter  of
Netflix's  nuclear
war drama, “A
%IIi)S;TESS House of Dyna-
By Holman W. mite;” are malqng
TRk the rounds, calling
4 their movie “jour-
nalism.” A compli-
ant PBS interviewer all but brow-
beats Mr. O) im into i

emotionally wrenching. But it’s also
full of dangerously misleading inani-
ties despite the gushing of certain ex-
perts who seem overly swayed by
gratitude toward the filmmakers for
calling attention to their subject area.

Example: An intelligent ninth-
grader could say how many intercep-
tors, assuming a 50% success rate,
are needed for a 99% chance of
knocking down a single warhead be-
fore it lands on Chicago. The answer
isn’t two. Nor would the Pentagon
skimp on i the first time

“You approached writing this film as
a journalist would, talking with top
experts, defense officials, to really
ground this film in reality.”

Except it’s not grounded in reality.
The movie—about the minutes be-
tween detection and impact of an un-
attributable sea-launched warhead
aimed at Chicago—is among Netflix’s
most watched. Credit it with being

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

PUBLISHED SINCE 1889 BY DOW JONES & COMPANY
Lachlan Murdoch
Executive Chairman, News Corp

Rupert Murdoch
Chairman Emeritus, News Corp
Emma Tucker
Editor in Chief

Liz Harris, Managing Editor
David Crow, Deputy Editor in Chicf

Elena Cherney, Serior Editor; Chip Cummins,
Newswires; Taneth Evans, Digital;

Gordon Fairclough, World; Alex Martin, Print &
Writing: Michael W. Miller, Features &
Weekend; Bruce Orwall, Enterprise;

Damian Paletta, Washington; Philana Patterson,
Audio; Maral Usefi, Video

Paul A. Gigot
Editor of the Editorial Page
Gerard Baker, Editor at Large

DOW JONES | News Conp

Robert Thomson
Chief Executive Officer, News Corp

Almar Latour

Chief Executive Officer and Publisher
DOW JONES MANAGEMENT:
Mae M. Cheng, EVP, General Manager,
Leadership; Jason P. Conti, General Counsel,
Chief Compliance Officer; Dianne DeSevo, Chief
People Officer; Jared DiPalma, Chief Financial
Officer; Artem Fishman, Chief Technology Officer;
Dan Shar, EVP, General Manager, Wealth &
Investing; Ashok Sinha, Chief Communications
Officer; Josh Stinchcomb, EVP & Chief Revenue
Officer, WS.I | Barron’s Group

EDITORIAL AND CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS:
1211 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y., 10036
‘Telephone 1-800-DOWJONES

its multibillion-dollar system faced
exactly the limited contingency it
was designed for.

Neither, in such a situation, would
the high command recommend an
out-of-the-blue retaliation against
Russia, China and North Korea to
“neutralize” them. They wouldn’t be
neutralized. Even innocent moviego-
ers must be familiar with terms like
“second-strike capability” and “mu-
tually assured destruction.”

Most bizarre is the film’s insis-
tence that President Idris Elba, who
isn’t in Chicago, must decide how to
respond before the presumed war-
head lands in Chicago. Every other
race-against-the-clock movie gives a
logical premise for why the clock
must be obeyed. This one doesn’t.
Even quite bad movies deploy
MacGuffins to make their plots co-
here. “A House of Dynamite” leaves
a viewer feeling the producers
couldn’t be bothered—which seems
weird for a movie taking on such a
solemn subject.

If Ms. Bigelow wants to plead ar-
tistic license, fine, but don’t call it
journalism.

Last year’s Annie Jacobsen book,
“Nuclear War: A Scenario,” is appar-

ently about to become a movie too.
Like the book, Ms. Bigelow seems to
be guided by a fundamentally unhelp-
ful premise. That premise is embed-
ded in her film’s title, as if nuclear
weapons are a scourge that might go
off for no good reason.
Unfortunately nuclear arms won’t
be uninvented, so our only hope is
that their possessors act with reason,
according to a purpose, and therefore
are amenable to being deterred.

If further Armageddon
films are coming, let them
be more serious than ‘A
House of Dynamite.

There’s no nice way of saying it: The
new auteur fashion of encouraging
unreasoning nuclear dread only ben-
efits Vladimir Putin and others who
want to use implausible nuclear
threats to make the world safe for
their conventional smash-and-grab
operations, increasing the risk of nu-
clear confrontation.

‘Which of the World War II antago-
nists would not have resorted to
atomic bombs to secure victory or
stave off defeat? None.

World War II followed World War
I by 21 years, and World War III
hasn’t followed at all. Maybe think
about why.

Earlier films like “Fail Safe” and
“Dr. Strangelove” (both from 1964)
faced the complexities of the nuclear
dilemma squarely. The Netflix movie
doesn’t. It just bails on making sense
of its own story, which involves a for-
eign power presumably targeting the

U.S. with a single, politically disrup-
tive, anonymous attack for some spe-
cific purpose. In fact, the U.S. main-
tains a “nuclear forensics” capability
for exactly this reason—to let an ad-
versary know that an anonymous at-
tack wouldn’t remain anonymous for
long.

Last year, a visiting U.S. Air Force
contingent kindly indulged a question
about North Korea’s mobile missile
crews. Are they authorized to launch
on their authority after a hypotheti-
cal U.S. “decapitation” strike on
Pyongyang? Do we know where those
missiles are located? The answers
were off the record and not espe-
cially clarifying. But the point is,
plenty of intelligent, coherent movies
could be made to do justice to the
high-stakes quandaries nuclear weap-
ons bring into the world.

Consider a question about which
no movie will be made. Viewers
would turn away. Hollywood would
treat the script like a piece of
hazmat. It concerns a variant on the
question Dean Acheson once advised
President John F. Kennedy to think
about but never tell anyone his con-
clusions: when actually to use a nuke.
Suppose a massive attack is headed
toward the U.S. Nothing can stop it.
Should the USS. fire off its full arsenal
and add to the global carnage and
devastation of a planetary ecosystem
on which all life depends?

A president really would have to
convey his decision in the minutes
before U.S. civilization was inciner-
ated. Ethically, it would arguably be
the wrong choice to fire off America’s
nukes. Ethically, it remains su-
premely important that our enemies
believe a U.S. president nevertheless
would.



