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Obscenity versus overreach

Why the Ranveer Allahbadia saga continues to highlight our inability to understand the internet

A

Ranveer Allahbadia

ome controversies arrive like unin-

vited guests at a house party — loud,

chaotic, and oddly entertaining. The

Ranveer Allahbadia saga, however,

is the gift that refuses to leave. Every
time you think the noise has died down,
someone opens a new window and lets in
another gust of outrage.

A few weeks ago, it was the Supreme Court
that threw the next log on the fire. While
hearing petitions filed by Allahbadia and oth-
ers against FIRs stemming from the now-infa-
mous India’s Got Latent episode, the court
suggested that perhaps it was time for “an
autonomous body” to regulate online con-
tent. Self-styled mechanisms clearly weren’t
enough, the bench said. And somewhere in
the middle of the hearing came a line that
could only have emerged from the peculiar
anxieties of our digital age: maybe it was time
to use Aadhaar to verify the age of anyone
watching “obscene” content.

To which the Solicitor General solemnly
added, “We are not only dealing with obsceni-
ty but perversity.”

At this point, one wonders whether any-
one arguing in that room had actually
watched the show. As with most things on the
Internet, India’s Got Latent wasn't nearly as
scandalous as the uproar around it. Like thou-
sands of others, I watched it only because it
had been declared offensive. Call it the classic
Streisand Effect: the fastest way to make some-
thing go viral is to try banning it.

And yet, here we are, discussing a proposal
that sounds deceptively simple on paper —
Aadhaar-based age verification — and collaps-
es entirely the moment it meets reality.
Imagine having to type in your Aadhaar num-
ber every time you wanted to watch an
“Adult” film. That category, by the way,
includes such paragons of

corrupting influence as Kabir Singh, Kashmir
Files, and Rajinikanth’s Coolie. Half of
Bollywood would be behind an OTP wall.

Now imagine a world where your Netflix
account is linked to your Aadhaar. Not only
would it create a buffet of sensitive data for
hackers — your age, your address, your view-
ing habits — it would hand the government
and corporations unprecedented insight into
your most private moments.

What you watch is not just entertainment;
it is a portrait of who you are. Data of that
kind has been breached before: in 2018,
Aadhaar information of more than 130 mil-
lion citizens reportedly leaked through gov-
ernment websites, with over 200 portals acci-
dentally making the database public. We are a
country that treats data leaks like passing
monsoon showers — irritating, predictable,
and quickly forgotten — but the consequenc-
es of linking Aadhaar to web activity are far
more severe.

If you think this is an exaggeration, ask the
United Kingdom. In 2019, it attempted to start
mandatory age verification for pornographic
websites. The plan collapsed under its own
weight — legal concerns, tech flaws, and the
terrifying possibility of a breach that would
reveal people’s private habits to the world at
large. Eventually, the government introduced a
dilution version of the idea in July.

Of course, in India, we tend to operate in a
parallel political universe. A Karnataka MLA
can be caught watching porn in the Assembly
and still be rewarded with a deputy chief min-
istership. Meanwhile, the average citizen is
told that their viewing habits must be moni-
tored in the interest of “Bharatiya Sabhyata”.
It is a strange morality indeed that punishes
the many for the sins of the powerful few.

What worries me most is not the immedi-
ate proposal but the principle it normalises.

Once Aadhaar becomes a routine gateway for
online behaviour, where does the line stop?
Will Instagram be the next frontier — verify
your identity before you double-tap? Will
your browsing speeds fluctuate depending on
whether you like Viksit Bharat reels or anti-BJP
satire? Will telecom companies nudge you
toward preferred platforms by speeding up
one streaming service and slowing down
another? This is not dystopia. It is the logical
conclusion of unchecked data capture.

More importantly, Aadhaar linkage to web
activity directly contradicts the Right to
Privacy affirmed by the Supreme Court itself
in the Puttaswamy judgment of 2017. Privacy,
the Court held, is not the absence of wrong-
doing; it is the foundation of dignity, autono-
my, and liberty. You cannot meaningfully par-
ticipate in public life if your private life is
under constant surveillance.

The Ranveer Allahbadia controversy may
seem trivial to some, a storm in a digital tea-
cup, but the questions it has prompted are
anything but. What we are debating now is
the architecture of the Indian Internet: who
controls it, who polices it, who benefits from
it, and who is made vulnerable by it. In that
sense, this moment is a gift. It forces us to
confront, with humour but also seriousness,
the kind of country we are building.

Perhaps, instead of asking for Aadhaar to
watch a YouTube comedy show, we should
demand stronger data protection laws, inde-
pendent regulatory bodies with real expertise,
and a public conversation guided by reason
rather than moral panic. Until then, I suppose
we will keep circling back to controversies like
these — unexpected, absurd, and yet revealing
— that serve as reminders that, in the digital
age, the biggest threat to our freedoms may
not be obscenity but overreach.

Anish Gawande is a writer and translator

THE PARENTPLAYEBOOK

STRATEGIES FOR GROWING UP, TOGETHER

Piya Marker

mirrorfeedback@timesofindia.com

Failure to launch syndrome

It is important to teach
our children that adulting
is much more than mere
academic success

o, what you read in the
N headline is not an officially

diagnosed syndrome, but the
problem is real. Its a term used to
describe young people who struggle
to transition smoothly into adult
life. These young adults avoid
responsibilities, resist work or educa-
tion, show low motivation to build
a future that is self-sufficient. While
on the surface it may seem like lazi-
ness or a child being entitled, this
is largely a combination of anxiety
and fear that is born out of learned
helplessness and over-dependency

on parental support.

When, as parents, we constantly
shield our children from discomforts
that are age appropriate and not
detrimental to them in any way, we
are crippling them as we deny them
the opportunity to learn from set-
back, conflicts or time management.
With every obstacle you remove,
you also remove opportunity for
growth. We often mistake love for
giving in to everything. Children
must learn that needs are met by
personal initiative, constructive
contribution, struggle and persever-
ance. And when needs are met easi-
ly, they must be met with humility
and gratitude.

Sometimes, parents feel guilty
saying “no” and easily give into all
demands and excuses made by the
child. Over time, the child gets the

message that procrastination,
excuses, manipulation and lack of
effort is also rewarded. They learn
that motivation and accountability
is optional.

Sometimes, it’s hard to let go and
accept that your child is becoming
independent. Parents prefer to have
the control and reinforce depend-
ence. Instead of reinforcing ability
and instilling self-confidence, the
young adult hears “he’s still my
baby”, “leave it, I'll do it for you”
while these statements may come
from love, it perpetuates feelings of
self-doubt and low expectations.

Academic success is not the
measure or predictor of your child’s
success in adulthood. Children need
to be taught how to balance work
and play, how to budget, how to do
chores at home (irrespective of your
status and number of staff), they
need to know how to cook, do laun-
dry and manage time. They need to
be taught how to handle failure.
Without these skills children enter
adulthood unprepared, afraid and
anxious. They do not trust them-
selves to manage and find them-
selves trapped in perpetual child-

hood. The world feels daunting,
competitive, uncertain and judg-
mental. This makes them freeze,
when what we want is for them to
fly. Low tolerance for discomfort,
constant fear of disappointing one’s
parents and a great dependence on
external validation can make the
foray into adult life seem terrifying.

So, shift the narrative from,
“Don’t worry I'll do it for you” to
“What would you like to do next?”
replace, “Don’t mess up” with “Try
it and if it doesn’t work, we will find
another way”

Remember when your child feels
both safety and faith, they will rise.
Failure to launch is not about fail-
ure, it's simply about us being una-
ble to let go, teach independence
and self-reliance to your child.

“Our job is not to prepare the
road for our child; it is to prepare
our child for the road”

Piya Marker is a parent coach
and special educator




WaPo

The Washington Post, exclusively

9 Curated global content from

in Mumbai Mirror

MumbaiMirror | 13

Saturday, December 13, 2025

mirrorfeedback@timesofindia.com
facebook.com/mumbaimirror
@mummirror

Scientists ‘superchar
cells to reverse agein

Researchers boost mitochondria using nanoflowers,
offering hope for treating age-linked diseases like
Alzheimer’s, muscular dystrophy and fatty liver disease

| Mark Johnson
mirrorfeedback
@timesofindia.com

geing taps us on the

shoulder in many

ways: wrinkles,

thinning hair, loss of

flexibility, slowing of
the brain. But the process also
unfolds at a more fundamen-
tal, microscopic level, as the
energy source inside most cells
deteriorates. Scientists at Texas
A&M University have discov-
ered a way to recharge ageing
and damaged cells, an innova-
tion that could lead to better
treatment for a variety of con-
ditions, including Alzheimer’s
disease, muscular dystrophy
and fatty liver disease.

All cells, except those in red
blood, get their energy from
the mitochondria found in the
fluid that surrounds the nucle-
us. Sometimes called the pow-
erhouse of cells, the mitochon-
dria play an important role in
fighting viruses, starving para-
sites, and synthesising amino
acids, sex hormones and other
important chemicals in the
body. As people age, their
mitochondria diminish, “a pri-
mary or secondary contributor
to multiple ageing-associated
disorders, neurodegenerative
diseases and metabolic condi-
tions such as diabetes,” accord-
ing to Akhilesh K. Gaharwar, a
professor of biomedical engi-
neering at Texas A&M.

Gaharwar and his col-
leagues created mini mito-
chondria factories by adding
microscopic flower-shaped
particles called nanoflowers to
a lab dish containing stem
cells. The nanoflowers, hun-
dreds of which could fit in the
width of a human hair, get
taken into the stem cells
through a natural process simi-
lar to the way cells absorb
nutrients. The nanoflowers are
made from an inorganic com-
pound called molybdenum
disulfide, which is able to trig-
ger the process cells use to
make more mitochondria.
However, nanoflowers enable
the stem cells to produce dou-
ble the normal amount of
mitochondria, which they
then transfer to ordinary age-
ing or damaged cells.

Mitochondria experts said
the study represents an impor-
tant advance. “The fact that
you can increase the number
of mitochondria per cell is

huge,” said Daria Mochly-
Rosen, a Stanford University
professor. Mochly-Rosen, who
co-wrote a book on mitochon-
dria called “The Life Machines:
How Taking Care of Your
Mitochondria Can Transform
Your Health,” said her own
research led her to conclude
that “knowing what mito-
chondria can do for us can
change the future of medicine,
and I think [the new study] is
an example of that.”

The process described by
the Texas A&M team exploits
the natural ability of battery-
like mitochondria to transfer
from one cell to another. “We
are supercharging stem cells so
that they can donate these bat-
teries to damaged cells at a
much higher rate,” Gaharwar
said. The stem cells, he said,
“have a homing ability.
Whenever they see damage,
they go and settle down over
there and they basically try to
regenerate the damaged area.”

Scientists carried out the
procedure using different cell
types in a lab dish. Gaharwar
said he and his colleagues
hope to begin testing the tech-
nique in rats in January or
February. The method would
need to show safety and effec-
tiveness in clinical trials before
it could be used to treat peo-
ple. Existing medications can
increase a patient’s mitochon-
dria, but most don’t change
how the cell produces or main-
tains mitochondria. As a result,
the treatments must be taken
multiple times. If the new
method receives clinical
approval, doctors could use it
to supercharge a patient’s own
cells, Gaharwar said. The
patient’s skin cells, for exam-
ple, could be removed and
reprogrammed into stem cells,
the raw building materials that
develop into skin, bone, carti-
lage and blood.

The stem cells could then
be supplied with mitochon-
dria-boosting nanoflowers in a
lab dish and given back to the
patient. The newly energised
stem cells would circulate
through the body providing
mitochondria to stressed or
damaged cells. Having new
mitochondria could help age-
ing nervous system cells com-
municate better. In a person
with diabetes, the addition of
fresh mitochondria could help
cells process glucose faster,
Gaharwar said.

Keshav K. Singh, founding
editor in chief of the journal
Mitochondrion and director
of the Cancer Genetics
Program at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham,
called the study promising
but cautioned that it is still in
the early stages. He said the
long-term safety of molybde-
num disulfide in humans is
unknown. “Improving mito-
chondrial function can really
extend life and health,” he
said. The goal would be to
protect, sustain and generate
new mitochondria, he said,
“and do it for every organ.”

SUBSTITUTE SERVICE UNDER ORDER
5RULE 20(1A) OF C.P.C
INTHE COURT OF CIVIL JUDGE
SENIOR DIVISION
“A” COURT, MERCES, TISWADI - GOA.
CNR No. : GANG020012802025
Matrimonial Petition No.: 26/2025/A
[Ashley Alfredo Fernandes.. Petitioner
V/s
Limiya Pereira alias
Limiya... Respondent
o,
Respondent
Mrs. Limiya Pereira alias Limiya,
D/o Mr. Domnic Anthony Pereira
34 years of age, r/o SA 03/119,
Naglai Wadi, Nagale, Vasai, Palghar,
Maharashtra
HEREAS the above named Plaintiff
have instituted a Suit for Divorce|
under Article 4(4) and (5) of the Lawj
of Divorce of the Family Law (Copy
of plaint and documents may be
ollected from the office of this Court
on any working day during the working
hours).
ND WHEREAS the summons|
issued to you on the above mentioned
address has returned unserved.
ND WHEREAS, the Advocate for the|
Plaintiff has filed an application before
his Court for substitute service.
ND WHEREAS, this Court is satisfied
hat this is a fit case for ordering
service by publication in local daily
newspaper circulating in the State of
Maharashtra.
ND WHEREAS, notice is hereby
given to you to appear before thig
Court either in person or by a pleader]
duly instructed if any, on the 27th
anuary, 2026 at 10.00 a.m. and to filg
or reply.
ake note that in default of your
appearance on the day mentioned, the
said suit will be heard and determined
in your absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of
he Court, this 15th day of November,
025. Sd/-
(Sarika N. Fal Dessai)
Senior Civil Judge, “A” Court,
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FOR THE DAY

THOUGHT ©ld age is like a plane flying through a storm. Once you're

aboard, there’s nothing you can do — Golda Meir, former
prime minister of Israel

Voting should be made a breeze for the elderly

The silver-haired set wishes to
vote, but we must make the
process smoother for them.
A Joint Action Committee (JAC) of
Senior Citizens, a network of 28 or-
ganisations working in the space for
welfare and rights of older people in
Maharashtra, said it is confident that
the upcoming local elections sched-
uled for next month will also be car-
ried out well in the state.

Some of the committee’s recom-
mendations to make voting more

senior-friendly strike a chord.

The JAC has requested ground-
floor polling booths with ramps, lifts,
and wheelchairs at polling stations. It
has also asked for priority voting or
separate queues for senior citizens,
with enough seating and shaded
waiting areas. This, should also help
another voting demographic — the
people with disabilities, who will
also find ramps and wheelchairs, of
course, hugely beneficial. Some of
these people, including the elderly,

need an attendant or some assistance
atthe booth till a point which should
be made available, or the possibility
that they will arrive with their helper
should be factored in.

Sometimes, there are separate
queues for senior citizens, yet these
should be enforced across all centres.
We endorse the Committee’s call for
medical facilities at venues. Basic
first aid kits and an ambulance sta-
tioned close by are necessary.

This is just the surface of the

support network needed. Clear in-
structions from the time the voter
leaves his premises, help desks along
the way which can guide people,
remind them about what they need
to establish identity and be allowed
to vote, is important, so that they
can take everything along and are
not asked for a document they do
not have at the poll booth. Make this
set of citizens feel counted and cared
for; their voices are as important
as others.

100 promises, zero action

With polls round the corner, the disconnect between raja and praja
is stark. While politicians talk bird parks, golf courses, world-class
projects, Mumbaikars want good roads, clean air, and safe commutes

INSIDE
ANGLE

Sanjeev Shivadekar

s Mumbai heads towards the
Acivic elections, the city is being

flooded with big promises and
shiny plans. But, what people truly
wantis a political party with a mani-
festo that has a clear commitment to
end flooding, fix potholes, improve
footpaths and air quality, and make
the city liveable.

Politicians are talking about bird
parks, golf courses, new tunnels, and
bridges and sparkling world-class
projects. Yet, as metro cities rush
towards earning the tag of “Smart
City”, Mumbai and other urban cen-
tres still struggle with the most basic
problems that have gone unresolved
for decades.

Primarily, people living in Mum-
bai, Thane, Mira-Bhayander, and Va-
sai-Virar are tired of the daily strug-
gles of navigating each day. Clean and
safe streets and proper civic ameni-
ties are supposed to be fundamental
rights, and every party lists them in
their manifesto.

But, once in power, almost
everything on the list is forgotten. At
least in this election, will any party
stand up for the taxpaying Mumbai-
kar who continues to struggle even
for basic civic amenities?

Now is the time for elected rep-
resentatives to put people before
projects and commit to fixing
long-pending problems like re-
claiming footpaths, enforcing traf-
ficrules and making streets safe for
pedestrians.

Across Mumbai, neglect is impos-
sible to miss. Major roads like S V
Road, Linking Road (right from Ban-
dra to Dahisar), service lanes along
both eastern and western express-
ways are clogged not just with traf-
fic but with layers of encroachment.
Hawkers, illegal garages, eateries,
marriage lawns, parking occupied by
used car dealers and service centres
have taken over public spaces.

Footpaths have all but vanished,
forcing pedestrians onto danger-
ously busy roads where fast-moving

vehicles ply. Borivli offers a stark ex-
ample. A road meant for BEST buses
has been so overtaken by hawkers
that public transport buses have
been forced to change their route
permanently, despite the road run-
ning right next to a police station
and a court.

Public spaces meant for citizens
have quietly been treated like pri-
vate property. No parking or reserved
boards appear on BMC land put by
shop owners and hoteliers with
complete impunity.

The depth of the crisis becomes
clear through two telling moments
reported by the media. First, even
those running the city admit they
cannot navigate it safely. A former
municipal commissioner (now re-
tired) once revealed that he cannot
take his own elderly parents for a
simple walk. If the city’s top officials
cannot walk its streets or pavements
without worry, what hope is there
for an ordinary Mumbaikar, espe-
cially for women, senior citizens,
and children?

Second, the Bombay High Court it-
self sounded the alarm. While hear-
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This badly maintained road near the Santacruz Metro station is a prime example of
how little the administration cares about citizens. PIC/SHADAB KHAN

ing one of the petitions, the judge
observed that the spread of illegal
hawking is like a “menace” overtak-
ing the city.

The encroachment of public spac-
es is eroding pedestrian safety and
choking the city’s basic functioning.
All this happens despite clear rules
by the court banning hawking within
100 metres of schools, temples, hos-
pitals and within 150 metres of rail-
way stations.

The numbers speak louder than
any speech. It is said that officially
Mumbai has around 32,000 licensed
hawkers, but hawker unions estimate
the real number exceeds three lakh.
In 2023-2024, the BMC took action
against 3.37 lakh hawkers and col-
lected %5.14 crore in fines. But most
of them returned to the same spots
within days. The message is clear:
fines alone do not work.

What is needed is consistent en-
forcement, stronger penalties and
stricter measures including jail for
repeat offenders or else the cycle will
never end.

The cost of this neglect is not
merely inconvenience; it is deadly.

With footpaths disappearing and
roads turning into obstacle courses,
pedestrians are forced into the path
of speeding vehicles. An RTI inquiry
by mid-day revealed the grim human
toll. Between 2013 and 2012, 4514 peo-
ple died inroad accidents in Mumbai
and over half were pedestrians.

The stats clearly indicate that lives
are lost because the city refuses to
guarantee safe places to walk and
policemen failing to maintain law
and order.

Even the BJP’s outreach campaign
“Awaaz Mumbaikarancha, Sankalp
BJPcha” (public outreach programme
conducted in Mumbai to understand
people’s views and expectations from
the city) reflects public frustration.
With 2.65 lakh responses, the survey
found that 53 per cent of Mumbaikars
are unhappy with basic civic services.
Their demands are straightforward:
fix potholes, clear garbage, clean
drains, and prevent flooding during
the monsoon. These are not luxuries,
but the bare minimum.

The people have spoken. Now the
administration, police and political
leadership must respond with action,
not words.

If citizens really want ‘Achhe Din,
voters, whether living in slums,
middle class societies or high-rise
towers, must stand united in their
demand, no new promises until old
ones (to fix basic problems) are ful-
filled. Reclaim public spaces, enforce
traffic laws. Make streets and foot-
paths safe. Only then does Mumbai
truly aspire to be a “smart city”.

[f state leadership once again fails
to show the political will and basic
sense to solve these long-pending
issues, Mumbaikars will be left
with no choice but to continue
living with reluctant acceptance,
humming that old Bollywood song
“Yeh dil mushkil jeena yahan, yeh
hai Bombay meri jaan”.

Sanjeev Shivadekar is political editor,
mid-day. He tweets @SanjeevShivadek
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Keep filing complaints;
lost phones can be traced

This refers to ‘5000 phones
traced in 15 days!'. The Mumbai
Police and the Cyber Cell have
done commendable work. In a
fast-paced city, where people lose
phones and hopes, this recovery
drive shows that the devices can
be traced and returned.

MAYA HEMANT BHATKAR

Improve city planning

so wildlife stays put

This refers to ‘Exotic pets on loose
in Mumbai'. Wild animals straying
into the city is alarming. Ongoing
concreting and digging threaten
Mumbai’s flora and fauna. Without
policy sync, projects like the
Thane-Borivli tunnel may push
more wildlife out of their habitats.

GODWIN D’CRUZ

Give booth-level officers
enough breathing space

This refers to ‘EC hits pause

on voter roll push’. The special
intensive revision (SIR) process
is exhaustive and places a heavy
burden on booth-level officers.
It is unclear why the Election
Commission of India is fast-
tracking it in states where polls
aren't scheduled to be held
anytime soon.

BAL GOVIND

Trump’s gold card makes

US citizenship easy

Apropos of ‘Trump launches $1M
US Gold Card’, the offer gives
companies a premium route to
sponsor top United States-trained
graduates, generating revenue and
retaining skilled talent.

PV PRAKASH
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Trump-Modi call: Will deal
on Ukraine benefit India?

he Donald Trump playbook of threats of trade wars and tariff tantrums

ay not have worked too badly for him at home as the narrowing of the

US trade deficit in September to its lowest point since the Covid year of

2020 means a part of his economic attack on nations like China and

India and his sweeping tariffs against global friends and foes may be working.

A positive reading of his latest telephonic talk with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi may even be justified if there has ever been any correlation between
what the US President says and how he acts. His record does not support any
assumptions to be made about the phone call that India may have initiated.

The trade talks are on but moving at snail’s pace and there is only the word
of his envoys to talks in India that things are going swimmingly, and the New
Year might even see a deal being inked. Until then, Indian exports to the US
will be in limbo even as new threats are emerging with Indian rice and basmati
not quite being the flavour of the month at the White House.

What the “warm” Trump-Modi conversation can be taken to mean is that
India’s strategic autonomy is seen to be working as India’s balancing act with
Chinese and Russian leaders, especially during Vladimir Putin’s recent visit to
India, may have been noted with interest in Washington. However, there is no

. , sign of any concession being offered to India from
What t_he warm’ the tariffs imposed even as Mr Trump and Mr
Trump-Modi chat can Modi speak of enhancing cooperation in energy,
be taken to mean is security, defence and critical technologies.
a9 : In the meanwhile, Mr Trump has annoyed
that India S strategic Europe with a new strategy document that has set
autonomy is seen t0 15 hells ringing. The secretary-general of Nato,
be working as its Mark Rutte, has gone so far as to say that Europe
balancing act with must prepare for war against Russia. It is causing
Chinese and Russian ot just heartburn in Europe that Mr Trump has
lead ted been preparing to throw Volodymyr Zelenskyy
ea e_rs ‘_"as no e under the bus by coercing him to sign off on the
with interest in  eastern Donbas, swapping territory for nothing as
Washington no security guarantees have been spelt out.

Outlandish ideas like creating a free economic
zone in the war zone in Ukraine that is being held by Russia are not helping the
cause of peace either even as Mr Putin is threatening to take the Donbas by
force, regardless of how long it takes him and despite heavy troop losses. Mr
Trump’s 28-point peace plan has been whittled down to a 19-point plan that is
backed by the rest of Europe, but Mr Putin may not be as interested in it.

However good the intentions to make peace in Europe work for the world, the
Trump fixation with playing the broker between Ukraine and Russia, mostly
on terms favourable to Russia, is becoming troublesome. Failure in Ukraine
could be construed as Mr Trump’s biggest defeat and Europe fears that, in such
an eventuality, he could well lead the US into isolationism with Latin America
his sole focus outside of home.

A bad peace deal could spell disaster for Ukraine and Europe even if it does-
n’t straightaway lead to Russia coming back into the global economy. But India
will be a major gainer if peace does prevail as that would mean free access to
Russian energy sources again without tariffs and sanctions. India and China’s
influence on Mr Putin to make peace may have been exaggerated as evidenced
in the Russian president’s impassive responses to friendly nudges from Xi
Jinping and Mr Modi. Even so, peace in Ukraine would be a win-win for most
if not for the country that has suffered an invasion since February 2022.

Fitting tribute to Al godparents

n the history of humankind, few inventions and discoveries have altered
Ihuman civilisation. The prominent items in the list are fire, wheel, agricul-

ture, iron, shipbuilding, printing press, electricity, crude oil, computer and
Internet. The latest addition to this momentous list is artificial intelligence —
an invention that is expected to change how humans perform their basic func-
tion, i.e. thinking. It is, therefore, fitting for Time magazine to pay a tribute to
the architects of artificial intelligence by declaring them as the 2025 Person of
the Year.

Though tech companies were aware of Al and its potential and invested enor-
mous amounts of money, the breakout moment came with the launch of
ChatGPT, which uses generative models to generate text, images, among others.

In 2025, Al began to change how people think and work. Organisations are
deploying it for various purposes such as writing code, managing vehicular
traffic, and optimising manufacturing, among others. People used Al for advice
on human emotions and medical treatments.

The Al craze set off a race between major technology companies to capture
the developing market. It catapulted Nvidia to become the most valuable com-
pany in the world for its ability to produce chips that run Al data centres — vir-
tually putting US stock markets on steroids.

Buoyed by the all-around optimism, Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang remarked
that the AI could increase the size of the global economy from $100 trillion to
$500 trillion. While Al is a great invention, one needs to make assessments
objectively. Al is still at its infancy, and nobody has any faintest idea about its
impact on job seekers or the new job avenues that it will create.

While there is no second opinion about embracing new technologies to stay
competitive in the modern world, governments around the world must not lose
sight of their primary responsibility — the welfare of people and the protection
of Mother Earth. They must evolve a global consensus to develop Al within the
confines of these higher objectives and not merely in the pursuit of money.
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Time to change branding of

IndiGo to ‘Indi: GoToHell’?

| Shobhaa’s Take

ver ever in
the history of
travel and avi-
ation has the
Indian airline
passenger vented as vocif-
erously or openly dis-
played the level of frustra-
tion, murderous rage and
retaliation, as on Decem-
ber 3, when a pampered,
privileged and monopo-
listic airline perversely
took advantage of the situ-
ation to hold millions of
fliers to ransom. It’s a
wonder there wasn’t
blood on the floor at air-
ports across India as hor-
rified citizens witnessed
the torment and helpless-
ness of customers who
had zero options but to
lump it, while flight after
flight got cancelled, with-
out any convincing expla-
nations. It was an un-
planned mutiny. Anar-
chy. Without an identifi-
able “monarch” to spew
one’s seething anger on.
Where were the top boss-
es during this unprece-
dented chaos? Why were
they absent from their
posts? How cowardly to
let juniors face the brunt
of passenger wrath, stom-
ach curses, insults, abuse,
while the top dogs rema-
ined shielded and silent
during the most turbulent
period of the breakdown.
We still don’t know
enough. Someone up
there is blatantly lying.
But who? It is not possible
that the so-called rejig of
time tables and schedules
came out of the blue. Or
that the top management
was unaware of the terri-
ble repercussions the
chaos would create. Did
anybody at that level apol-
ogise or show that they
cared? Nope. This is
called despicable corpo-
rate arrogance and high
handedness of the shabbi-
est kind. While so many
fellow citizens suffered on
account of cancelled
flights, the mighty execu-
tives at IndiGo chose to
hide behind flimsy expla-
nations and pass the

buck. Shameful, As sto-
ries of passengers faced
with the worst travel tra-
umas surfaced, airports
were turned into ugly bat-
tlegrounds with hysteri-
cal passengers facing
bizarre dilemmas, like
the couple who missed
their own wedding recep-
tion and attended virtual-
ly (there’s a movie script
in their insane experi-
ence), to victims forced to
skip key job interviews,
legal cases, medical emer-
gencies and more.
IndiGo’s shameful atti-
tude was defined by cal-
lousness, indifference and
complacency. Who can
condone the absence of
basics like drinking
water and snacks to pas-
sengers stuck — rather —
trapped — for hours at
airports across the coun-
try? What explanation
does the IndiGo board
have for this and count-
less other lapses?
Inexcusable! It is really
the highest level of
resilience and tolerance
shown by citizens that
prevented a far bigger dis-
aster on the ground, given
how unconscionably pas-
sengers were treated. Far
more damage could have
occurred — not that dest-
ruction of public property
would get passengers a
boarding card. One felt
sorry for the physical as-
saults on hapless IndiGo
staffers, who had to stoi-
cally bear the brunt of
passenger rage. The thing
is, now that the crisis is
behind us... what do we
know that can possibly
justify the mayhem?
Those of us who were
caught in the turbulence
could do nothing but
scramble for crazily
priced seats on other air-
lines. There again — isn’t
it cold blooded, extortion-
ist, and horribly hard
hearted for major IndiGo
competitors to automati-
cally hike fares, often dou-
bling and trebling the cost
— imagine paying a lakh
and more to travel from

Isn’t it cold blooded,
extortionist and
horribly hard hearted
for major IndiGo
competitors to
automatically hike
fares, doubling and
trebling the cost —
imagine paying a lakh
and more to travel
from Mumbai to Delhi?

Mumbai to Delhi? Should
there not be a more
humane approach to a cri-
sis of this kind? Is every-
thing about making a
quick buck at the expense
of decency? How oppor-
tunistic and ugly all this
makes us look as a people.

But for every ugly out-
burst, there was a feel-
good story as well.

Take, for example, two
feisty ladies who almost
single-handedly run
Literature Festivals in
their respective cities —
Dr Manjiri Prabhu and
her Pune International
Lit Fest, Shinie Abraham
and the Bengaluru Lit
Fest. Both lit fests over-
lapped over the same dis-
astrous IndiGo weekend.
Which meant last-minute
cancellations, stranded
authors, non-arrival of
books — any organiser’s
worst nightmare.

But, with their inimit-
able never say die spirit,
the two ladies soldiered
on, rejigged schedules,
called in friends to help
conduct sessions, assured
attendees that the show
would go on! It brought
out the best in them, as
also in some of the writers
who sportingly took alter-
native flights, waiting for
hours at distant airports,
but turning up to make
their announced sessions.
It took me eight hours to
get from Pune to the Ben-
galuru venue — the city’s
old Central Jail. No
escape!

The IndiGo conundrum
continues to baffle with
conspiracy theories
galore. Forget the theo-
ries, boss... Just answer
one simple question —
Yeh Rahul Bhatia kaisa
aadmi hai? The managing
director of the rogue air-
line was gayab during the
crisis! Like... MIA! The
founder promoter with a
jumbo-sized ego was

invisible while the nation
was shaken. It was worse
than the “paan ki
dukaan” taunt of the co-
promoter. In this sce-
nario, there was no paan
(not even bottled water)
and the dukaan had rude-
ly pulled the shutters
down. This was flagrant,
blatant, and, dare I say it,
criminal. No punitive
action? No questioning by
the DGCA? 1It’s been
called a chhota gamble
that led to a massive
mess. A cascading effect
that started with one can-
celled flight. Even when
the pilots were willing to
fly. Yeah. Sure.
Exhausted, bleary eyed,
overworked pilots willing
to fly is small comfort to
passengers and crew
entrusting their precious
lives to fatigued captains.

Chalo ji... I was once an
IndiGo loyalist, true and
faithful. Now, I have
turned into a promiscu-
ous flier — ready to hop
on to any airplane willing
to fly me to my destina-
tion in one piece, and
hopefully on time.

Till my next flight, I am
working on the viral
Akshay Khanna hook
step from the movie
Dhurander, and pretend-
ing I am Balochi. I will be
watching the Ranveer
Singh starrer over the
weekend, inshallah... But
what has interested me
far more is the strident
backlash faced by a few,
prominent film critics
audacious enough to state
they have not exactly
adored the movie or the
track that has become the
movie’s signature. Kyun-
ki, only paid reviews rule.
Everyone knows. But lips
are sealed. With the num-
ber of heads rolling, the
film industry is playing
ostrich. In an environ-
ment where gush is
everything, even a single
critical line is taken as a
personal attack. Critics
for hire?

Yup. Most “influen-
cers” are no better than
pimps parading as exp-
erts — on any and every
subject. Show them the
money and they will en-
dorse just about anything
— even if it is packaged
horse dung.

Instagram handle
@ShobhaaDe; Twitter
handle @DeShobhaa

LETTERS

MP MAOIST-FREE

It seems Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah’s lofty vision
of making India Maoist-free
by March 2026 has begun
with Madhya Pradesh. Not
only the grit and determi-
nation shown on the
ground but also sacrifice of
the lives by the security
forces personnel must be
remembered and lauded.
Lam Jeevan Kumar
Guntur

NAIDU’S SPEED

There is no doubt some ministers
are not up to the mark in respect of
their duties. Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu could have
called them in his chamber and
advised them, rather than publish
rankings (Naidu’s speed stands out
in file clearances, Dec. 12). This is
not the right action from a
renowned administrator.
N. Ramalakshmi
Malikipuram

HONOURING DIWALI

It is heartening, encouraging and
cheering to read that Deepavali, the
festival of lights, has officially been
inscribed in the Unesco’s Repre-sen-
tative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity (Global recog-
nition for Diwali, Dec. 12). The festi-
val also commemorates the victory
of good over evil and the unity and

diversity.
Dr C. Ghanshyam
Visakhapatnam

As the world grapples with conflict
and polarisation, Unesco's recogni-
tion of Deepavali as an intangible
heritage of humanity is a shining
beacon of hope. This festival of
lights, celebrated by over a billion
people worldwide, has become a
symbol of India's soft power.
Diwali's inclusion in the list of over
700 elements from around the world
is a testament to the country's rich
cultural heritage.
Raju Kolluru
Kakinada

NON-HINDU STAFF

It is genuine and praiseworthy that
the state government has directed
the TTD to resolve the issue of non-
Hindu employees deployed on the
Tirumala hills (AP : Redeploy non-
Hindu staff in other TTD depart-
ments, December 12) It is the
responsibility of both non-Hindu
employees and TTD Board to create
a congenial atmosphere on the
seven hills
B.V. Apparao
Simhachalam
Email your letters to !
info@deccanmail.com, !
editor@deccanmail.com. !

Farrukh
Dhondy

Cabbages
& Kings

Why, as the world

goes crazy over Al,
it’s best to take it
with a pinch of salt

“I only know I am
Because memory tells me so
The gods above don’t give a damn
They probably don’t even know
There is below the heavens an earth
Where lesser beings crawl
Doomed to die from the gift of birth
It really matters f-all.”
— From Hey Bhagwan, What About
Hindustan, by Bachchoo

gence is. The invention of Artificial

Intelligence seems to tell us that it’s not God’s

gift but a construction which traces through
an ocean of available information to formulate
answers.

Al doesn’t just deduce, it invents, composes and
I suppose its formulations rely on statistically
checked probabilities.

I used the word “available” earlier. I'll tell you
why. A couple of years ago, a friend of mine intro-
duced me to Al In fact, he put the app on my com-
puter and said when you tap it, it will ask you to
ask it anything. He said I should try it now. I did.

The first thing I asked the Bot (Is that what it’s
generically called?) “Who the hell is Bachchoo?”
Readers of this column, regular, occasional or first
time, will be aware that a quotation from the said
Bachchoo’s works appears every week as a pre-

I\ takes intelligence to understand what intelli-

1

appendage to the deliberations in Cabbages and
Kings. The Bot answered almost immediately. The
words came up on the screen as though they were
transcripts of a dictating voice. The answer said
that Bachchoo was a nineteenth century poet from
some unknown place. I asked it the same question
again, phrasing it slightly differently — I can’t
recall the exact words, but perhaps I left the “hell”
reference out and said something like “please
identify the writer called Bachchoo, and tell me if
it’s a penname?”.

And yes, there was a completely different
answer. Botty said that Bachchoo was the pen
name of some obscure dead writer, who it named.

That the same Bot gave me two different
answers in the space of five minutes was peculiar.
But that was then, and this is where my qualifica-
tion of “available” applies.

Very recently I asked Botty the same question
again. Same Bot, same app on the computer. This
time it told me that Bachchoo was a poet, extracts
of whose work were quoted every week in a col-
umn — and then it mentioned my name. However,
after that in the same answer, it went on to say
that Bachchoo could be a misspelling of Bachchan,
and said there was a famous writer called
Harivansh Rai Bachchan, who very many readers
will know was the film star Amitabh Bachchan’s
dad, and wrote, among very many other things, a
transformation of Omar Khayyam’s Rubaiyat as

Madhushala.

But in the gap between the years that I asked the
questions, Botty has got smarter and accumulated
more data. It now adds that Bachchoo is a
Mauritian politician and another person with that
surname is a Trinidadian writer.

So, it seems that as Botty widens its information
base, things get better and perhaps, for writers
and operatives who work with information, a bit
threatening?

I have friends who work with Al, not for gain or
in their professions, but for fun. A director friend,
stage and film, doesn’t write scripts himself but
has recently sent me outlines written for whole
screenplays by the Bot he calls “his Friend”. They
describe, in synopsis, the dramatic action. Most of
it reads to me like cliches and quite predictable,
but in the hands of a skilful screenplay writer
these could be modified and made exciting with-
out the writer having to do the preliminary frame-
work of thinking out a plot. I suppose for genre
films — detective, romance, horror, this would
work. Perhaps this is already the way films are
being produced in some world film industries?

Another close friend, Tamara Howe, and I both
belong to a group of people calling ourselves offi-
cially the Darcus Howe Legacy Collective. Darcus
Howe was a prominent activist, left-wing thinker,
journalist, editor and broadcaster.

He was born in Trinidad and came to Britain as

0

an immigrant and dedicated his life to justice and
progress for the new communities of the UK. I
worked for and with him. His daughter Tamara
now asked AI to formulate what Darcus might
have said about a current political situation. Botty
replied and his/her/their formulations were
impressively convincing and precise — even
though the real Darcus would have undoubtedly
included some twist or surprise in his delibera-
tions.

A serious and dangerous development with Al is
that it can be programmed to deliberately lie, pass
disinformation or indulge in conspiracy theories.
Elon Musk’s AI device Grok is one such. Ask it
who was cleverer, Musk or Einstein, it will say
Musk. And I wonder what it will say if asked who
the better playwright is, Shakespeare or Musk?

Grok will also tell you that the gas Zyklon B
released into the chambers by the Nazis was not
there for genocide but was merely a disinfectant.
Grok also, following His Master’s Voice, advocates
the defunding of the BBC and champions extreme-
right-wing broadcasters like the UK’s GB News.

Wikipedia’s investigation into Grok contends
that it uses information from the racist, white-
nationalist platform Stormfront, and also from
Infowars owned by the conspiracy theorist and
school-shooting denier Alex Jones. Look him up
—not on Grok but Google — who is not very polite
about him.
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End the agony

SC’s call for passive euthanasia

HE Supreme Court’s blunt observation that

“we will have to do something now; we can’t

allow him to live like this” marks a defining

moment in the country’s evolution on end-

of-life dignity. The case of the 32-year-old
man who has remained in avegetative state for 13 years
is nolonger only a medical tragedy. It is now alegal and
ethical watershed reminiscent of the landmark Aruna
Shanbaug case, which first compelled the nation to con-
front the question of passive euthanasia. In 2011, the
SC, ruling on Shanbaug, a nurse who spent 42 years in
a vegetative state after a horrific assault, allowed pas-
sive euthanasia in principle but under restrictive safe-
guards. Her case became the moral trigger that led to
the 2018 Constitution Bench judgment legalising pas-
sive euthanasia and laying down a process. In 2023, the
court further simplified these guidelines, requiring
assessments by primary and secondary medical boards,
the very process now unfolding.

Repeated pleas in the present case highlight gaps:
home care proved inadequate, state support insufficient
and ethical dilemmas unresolved. The case could
potentially be the first clear passive euthanasia
approval for a young adult. Thousands of patients linger
in the country in vegetative states, burdening families
emotionally and financially while raising questions on
the right to die with dignity under Article 21.

The court must prioritise patient autonomy and fami-
ly anguish over rigid prolongation of biological existence.
If ATIMS confirms futility by December 17, approval
could seta precedent, clarifying safeguards against abuse
while honouring end-of-life choices. Policymakers should
enact clear guidelines for vegetative-state cases, integrat-
ing palliative care and counselling. Compassion demands
balancing life’s sanctity with suffering’s cruelty.
Euthanasia, when consensual, upholds humanity. The
judiciary should deliver justice that frees the patient from
torment and shows empathy for the family.

Bangladesh polls

Legitimacy will be a big challenge

HE announcement of the national elections,
which will be held on February 12 along with a
referendum on sweeping constitutional
reforms, marksthe start of another challenging
chapter in the history of Bangladesh. The
young nation will go to the polls for the first time since an
uprising spearheaded by students led to the ouster of
Sheikh Hasina’s Awami League government in August
2024. The Election Commission faces the onerous task of
conducting free and fair elections, which have been a rari-
ty in that country during the past five decades. Unfortu-

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN
SENIOR JOURNALIST

AVING wrapped up

Bihar with an

Impressive win, the

BJP’s dream run of

ectoral wins faces

formidable challenges in two

states which will vote in April-

May 2026: West Bengal and

Tamil Nadu. Politics in these

states pivots around strong

regional forces that have persist-

ently walled out the mainline

parties or forced the BJP and the

Congress to transact electoral
arrangements on their terms.

These parties — the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) in
Tamil Nadu and the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) in West Ben-
gal — are again expected to
dominate the show.

While the Congress seems at
peace riding on its ally DMK’s
back in Tamil Nadu, it finds vir-
tually no purchase in Bengal, not

after the disastrous showing in
Bihar. Both in the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha polls and the 2021 Assembly
elections, the Congress had an
alliance with the Left Front (LF)
that yielded nothing for both
partners, but two LF con-
stituents -- the All India Forward
Bloc and the Revolutionary
Socialist Party — recently raised
objections to striking yet anoth-
er deal with the Congress. The
TMC, too, is unlikely to have any
truck with the Congress.

On the other hand, true to its
character, the BJE notwithstand-
ing its endeavour to cement a
broad coalition in Tamil Nadu, is
determined to put up a fight in
both states, particularly Bengal.
Buoyed by its success in the 2019
parliamentary elections, the BJP
was convinced that it was a mat-
ter of time before it ‘conquered’
the eastern state. However, in the
2021 Assembly elections, it came
nowhere close toits target of win-
ning 200 of the 294 seats. It won

OPINION
BJP takes Hindutva route In TN, Bengal

mbly elections

®
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CONFRONTATION: The BJP and the ruling DMK are at loggerheads over lamp-ighting at the

Thiruparankundram temple near Madurai during Karthigai Deepam celebrations in Tamil Nadu. pti

only 77 (the tally fell to around 65
due to defections and bypoll loss-
es), but the BJP had the satisfac-
tion of getting 38 per cent of the
votes and emerging as the princi-
pal Opposition party.

Undaunted by the not-so-
encouraging statistics, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi framed
the Bengal battle with an image
and a metaphor that he believed
its voters could relate to. On the
day the BJP celebrated the
Bihar mandate at its Delhi head-
quarters, Modi declared, “The
Ganga flows from Bihar to Ben-
gal”, as though the mighty river
would also deposit a bounty of
votes in the BJP’s catchment
areas. It was not an oratorical
flourish because on cue, Modi’s
chief'strategist and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah formed a
team to act on the Bengal blue-
print, some elements of which
are already visible.

On top of the BJP’s playbook
is the Hindutva card that hasnot
yet brought in the expected
gains in West Bengal and much
less in Tamil Nadu, a state
abounding in paradoxes that
ultimately do not favour Hindu
majoritarian politics.

The underlying political irony
was reflected in the recent con-
troversy ignited by the lighting
of a lamp in the Subramanya

Politics of Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal
is centred around a
strong regional
identity, unlike
the Hindi belt.

Swamy temple at Thiru-
parankundram Hill in Madurai
district. The temple is supposed
to be one of the six abodes of
Murugan, the second son of Shi-
va-Parvati and the most revered
deity in Tamil Nadu. The Sultan
Sikandar Avulia Dargah is locat-
ed metres away, but barring
occasional skirmishes, the lamp-
lighting — an old and important
ritual performed during the
Karthigai Deepam festival to
symbolise the triumph of light
over darkness — passed off
peacefully because of a court
order to light the lamp away
from an ancient pillar called
Deepathoon, which is just 15

metres from the dargah and
became a bone of contention.

This time, a petition filed in the
Madurai bench of the Madras
High Court sought permission to
perform the ritual at the pillar.
The BJP and its allies celebrated
when the court allowed the peti-
tioner to light the lamp at the
spot, but the district administra-
tion promptly issued prohibitory
orders which were enforced by
the police. Armed with a legal
sanction, the BJP and its sup-
porters protested vociferously
against the cops.

Mohan Bhagwat, the RSS
chief, weighed in on the matter,
saying that the “awakening of
Hindus was sufficient to
achieve the desired outcome”
— 1t sounded like a veiled call
for a confrontation if such a sit-
uation arose. Congress MP Kar-
ti Chidambaram said the BJP’s
understanding of Tamil Nadu’s
cultural and religious fabric
was “‘fundamentally mis-
placed”. “The people of Tamil
Nadu are most god-fearing, rit-
ualistic, orthodox and temple-
going, but faith does not mix
with politics,” he added.

While the ruling DMK has stuck
to its position, the ‘dispute’ can
gain traction if the BJP and the
RSS —which are bereft of strong
local networks except in small

parts — can sustain the momen-
tum aimed at polarising a polity
largely fed on the ideology of
Dravida Kazhagam leader Peri-
yar EV Ramasamy. A key feature
of Periyar's Self-Respect Move-
ment was portraying Muslims as
Dalits who converted to Islam to
escape the caste oppression
inherent in Hinduism. Most
Tamil-speaking voters have no
problem with Periyar’s postulate.,

In West Bengal, after three suc-
cessive terms in office, the TMC
appears vulnerable over issues
such as the alleged corruption by
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee’strusted lieutenants and the
anger that spilled over on the
streets after the brutal rape-mur-
der of a young doctor in a
Kolkata hospital. Then there are
the quotidian experiences of
people who have to deal with the
ruling party’s musclemen and
power-brokers, taking them
back to the era of Left Front
toughies who made survival pos-
sible only on their terms.

But the BJP has tied itself in
knots over the issue of illegal
migrants — data suggests that
there are more Hindu than Mus-
lim migrantsin West Bengal. The
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls by the Election
Commission has caused anxiety
within the BJP’s own vote bank,
along with the affront to the
Bangla language, infamously
described by the Delhi Police as
“Bangladeshi language”.

Banerjee tried hard to depict
herself as a “friend of the Hin-
dus” with measures like the pay-
ment of monthly salaries to Hin-
du priests and organising the
Durga carnival. The experience
of other states demonstrates that
the Opposition still finds it hard
to beat the BJP over Hindutva;
so, Banerjee will have to target
the BJP’s other shortcomings.

The politics of Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal is centred
around a strong regional dis-
tinctiveness, unlike the Hindi
belt where voters identify them-
selves seamlessly with the Hin-
dutva narrative because reli-
gious identity 1s overarching.
Can the BJP subsume markers
of language and culture into the
Hindutva theme?

nately, a level playing field is again conspicuous by its
absence, with the interim government banning all activi-
ties of the Awami League under an anti-terrorism law.

It’s practically a two-horse race now — former Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia's Bangladesh Nationalist Party is pit-
ted against its one-time ally Jamaat-e-Islami. Eighty-year-
old Zia’s health has deteriorated rapidly in recent weeks,
even as her son, Tarique Rahman, is expected to return to
Bangladesh afteralong exilein the UK. However, Hasina’s
return to her homeland isruled out as she was recently con-
victed and sentenced to death by a special tribunal for
“crimes against humanity”. Her government’s ruthless
crackdown had claimed the lives of over 1,400 protesters in
July-August last year. She has been living in India since
then; Dhaka is seeking her extradition, athorny matter that
has cast along shadow over bilateral ties.

The elections will test the interim government’s
resolve to facilitate a much-needed democratic transi-
tion. International legitimacy for the polls and the new
dispensation will be a decisive factor. Amidits tightrope
walk on the Hasina issue, New Delhi is hoping for polit-
ical stability in Bangladesh, which has generally been
its time-tested ally in the subcontinent. It’s equally
important for India to ward off Pakistan, which is reach-
ing out to Bangladesh for strategic gains.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

Che¢e Tribune.
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Australia and India

SENATOR Matthew Reid,a member of the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment of Australia, recently gave an interview to the Associated
Press at Madras, in the course of which he made certain observa-
tions regarding Indian self-government and the Australian policy
regarding non-Whites. He said he had studied Indian history and
that he was convinced that this country had a definite mission with-
in the British Empire. He was an ardent advocate of dominion sta-
tus for India within the Empire, which would not be complete or be
able to carry out its own mission in the world until India was in full
possession of her rights. It is not clear whether in expressing this
view, Reid was merely stating his personal opinion. He did explain,
however, why Australia was interested in India. “As a matter of
defence,” he said, “India and Australia as the outposts ofthe British
Empire united within the future British Commonwealth of
Nations, would be strong factors in preserving the peace of the
East.” Evidently, Reid had in his mind the Singapore Base scheme
forwhich Indiais expected to make a contribution, but before India
can be induced to interest herself in the world’s peace problem or
the future Commonwealth of Nations, it is obviously necessary that
she should be the mistress of her own affairs. On the important sub-
ject of racial prejudice against Indians, Reid said that, so far as Aus-
tralia was concerned, there was noracial prejudice and the few Indi-
ans who had settled in some of the states were given equal rights
with the white population. As for Australia’s exclusion of Indians,
he said this was more an economic than a racial question.
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Politics and religion mixed is the headiest cocktail ever invented. —Norah Bentinek

The dailyrace
agamnst time

SUPREET GILL

per, a silent witness to conversations that

weren’t meant for me. But all those chats gave
me a life lesson, a jolt that made me question... what
are we doing to ourselves as humans?

As I dropped my son at the cricket club at 6:45 am, I
heard his coach speaking on the phone, “Oh, you know
how it has been lately with all the tournaments, even
on weekends... Yaar, time ht nahin milta.” His voice
was laced with a weariness that felt ancient.

I parked my car and went for a walk. This time, I
decided to unplug — no headphones, no blaring music.
I let in the real sounds of the world. As I marched, I
kept passing people, each one a walking, talking story
of our collective exhaustion. A middle-aged man, walk-
ing heavily, said on the phone: “It’s been hectic lately.
I don’t know where all my time goes...” Two young
mothers, who were accompanied by their dogs, lament-
ed, “Oh, you know, there is no time for a holiday... you
know how it is with two kids...”

A wave of melancholy washed over me on the drive
back home. As I rolled down my car window at the
fuel station, I heard an attendant tell her colleague
ruefully, “Yaar, time nahin mila iss weekend bhi, mera
woh peon ka test tha...”

The city was waking up to the same complaint. At my
university, the guard at the gate checked my ID while
telling his friend, “Yeh Saturday Sunday bhi duty
mein nikal gaya, ghar ke kaam ke liye time hi nahin
hai.” As I parked my car, I heard final-year students
rushing past: “Bro, no time at all! Legal aid, seminars,
internship...” Again, it was all about time,

As I switched on the lamp in the quiet of my office, I
finally sat down. My phone buzzed with a backlog of
messages. One of them had a picture of my dog, lying
blissfully upside down, basking in the morning sun. A
sharp, sweet ache swept through my heart. My mind
instantly flew to that old song, “Dil dhoondta hai, phir
woht fursat ke raat din..” It was a feeling best
described by Brooks Hatlen in the Hollywood movie
The Shawshank Redemption. Upon release from
prison, he writes a letter to his mates, stating that “the
world went and got itself into a big damn hurry.”

We are all Brooks, suddenly finding ourselves in a
world that has no pause button. The irony, of course, was
that I had to brush this profound feeling aside because
I was also short of time.

r I 1 HE other day, I became an accidental eavesdrop-
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DeepSeek model
Refer to ‘DeepSeek saga holds lessons for
India’; the meteoric rise of the Chinese model
shows how low-cost innovation and autonomy
can reshape the Al order any time. These are
keylessons as the government-funded Bharat-
Gen builds sovereign multilingual models
suitable for Indian needs. However, the
absence of private Indian tech giants in foun-
dational Al is worrying since firms with huge
revenues remain adopters, not creators. Also,
BharatGen must avoid Western bias, Chinese-
style influence and bureaucratic inertia. India
must invest steadily, mobilise its private sector
and enforce ethical safeguards to secure tech-
nological sovereignty and public trust.
CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA

Need openness in Al technology
With reference to ‘DeepSeek saga holds les-
sons for India’; with the crashing of stocks of
many US tech companies, DeepSeek cocked
a snook at Trump when he started his second
term as President, but can it defeat US in the
Al race? Eventually the goal is AGI — artifi-
clal general intelligence, a hypothetical type
of Al that can understand, learn and apply
knowledge across any intellectual task a
human can. DeepSeek is impressive mainly
because it was built on a small budget. As for
research, China has been neck and neck with
US for years. However, for Al or any other
technology to survive, openness is a must.

PS KAUR, BY MAIL

West’s misplaced criticism
Apropos of ‘Can India trust the West: UK must
answer’; the writer rightly argues that the
British media unjustifiably and selectively
blames India for purchasing crude oil from
Russia. New Delhi cannot allow any big power
to breathe down its neck in its foreign policy
matters. It is not the India of 1947, but of 2025
and a lot of water has flown down the Ganges
since then. Why should New Delhi bother
about the West’s misplaced criticism about its
deep bonds with Russia and bilateral ties with
countries of its preference? It is for the UK to
introspect as to why India should be onits side.
RAJ BAHADUR YADAV, FATEHABAD

Egalitarian society

Reference to ‘Vande Mataram is a song for
unity, not division’; the national song repre-
sents India’s rich cultural heritage and a
shared pride even today. But to invoke its
enduring legacy to slam Congress-led Opposi-
tion for political polarisation is unwarranted.
Real nationalism involves justice, liberty, plu-
ralism, communal harmony and peaceful co-
existence. A perfect balance between old val-
ues and inclusivity is imperative for the
creation of a developed egalitarian society. The
controversy surrounding the sacred national
song that symbolised patriotism, national uni-
ty and inspired freedom fighters to resist colo-
nial rule is unfortunate, to say the least.

DS KANG, HOSHIARPUR

Shared vigilance needed
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann’s push
toensure road construction quality is awelcome
and a long-overdue step. Samples of materials
used for construction should be collected and
nearby residents should be encouraged tomon-
itor the work to create a powerful system of
shared vigilance. When citizens act as the gov-
ernment’s eyes, supervision becomes stronger
and malpractices by contractors becomes hard-
er to hide. With Rs 16,209 crore earmarked for
building 44,920 km of roads, quality must not be
compromised on — these roads should not
crumble after one or two spells of rain. Public
participation, combined with strict technical
checks, can ensure durable roads and prevent
scarce funds from being wasted.

RS NARULA, PATIALA

lllegal immigration a global issue
The Congress’ opposition to the Special
Intensive Revision of electoral rolls is illogi-
cal on a sensitive subject relating to illegal
migrants. Deportation of illegal migrants is
being done by the US and the UK. The Oppo-
sition should refrain from ‘mean’ politics
over illegal non-Indians; if developed nations
cannot sustain the flow of such migrants,
how will an over-populated country like
India deal with overflow of Bangladeshi citi-
zens and Rohingyas in the country.

ANIL VINAYAK, AMRITSAR
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