
No, what you read in the 
headline is not an officially 
diagnosed syndrome, but the 

problem is real. It’s a term used to 
describe young people who struggle 
to transition smoothly into adult 
life. These young adults avoid 
responsibilities, resist work or educa-
tion, show low motivation to build 
a future that is self-sufficient. While 
on the surface it may seem like lazi-
ness or a child being entitled, this 
is largely a combination of anxiety 
and fear that is born out of learned 
helplessness and over-dependency 

on parental support.
When, as parents, we constantly 

shield our children from discomforts 
that are age appropriate and not  
detrimental to them in any way, we 
are crippling them as we deny them 
the opportunity to learn from set-
back, conflicts or time management. 
With every obstacle you remove, 
you also remove opportunity for 
growth. We often mistake love for 
giving in to everything. Children 
must learn that needs are met by 
personal initiative, constructive  
contribution, struggle and persever-
ance. And when needs are met easi-
ly, they must be met with humility 
and gratitude.

Sometimes, parents feel guilty 
saying “no” and easily give into all 
demands and excuses made by the 
child. Over time, the child gets the 

message that procrastination,  
excuses, manipulation and lack of 
effort is also rewarded. They learn 
that motivation and accountability 
is optional.

Sometimes, it’s hard to let go and 
accept that your child is becoming 
independent. Parents prefer to have 
the control and reinforce depend-
ence. Instead of reinforcing ability 
and instilling self-confidence, the 
young adult hears “he’s still my 
baby”, “leave it, I’ll do it for you” 
while these statements may come 
from love, it perpetuates feelings of 
self-doubt and low expectations.

Academic success is not the 
measure or predictor of your child’s 
success in adulthood. Children need 
to be taught how to balance work 
and play, how to budget, how to do 
chores at home (irrespective of your 
status and number of staff), they 
need to know how to cook, do laun-
dry and manage time. They need to 
be taught how to handle failure. 
Without these skills children enter 
adulthood unprepared, afraid and 
anxious. They do not trust them-
selves to manage and find them-
selves trapped in perpetual child-

hood. The world feels daunting, 
competitive, uncertain and judg-
mental. This makes them freeze, 
when what we want is for them to 
fly. Low tolerance for discomfort, 
constant fear of disappointing one’s 
parents and a great dependence on 
external validation can make the 
foray into adult life seem terrifying.

So, shift the narrative from, 
“Don’t worry I’ll do it for you” to 
“What would you like to do next?” 
replace, “Don’t mess up” with “Try 
it and if it doesn’t work, we will find 
another way”

Remember when your child feels 
both safety and faith, they will rise. 
Failure to launch is not about fail-
ure, it’s simply about us being una-
ble to let go, teach independence 
and self-reliance to your child.

“Our job is not to prepare the 
road for our child; it is to prepare 
our child for the road”

Piya Marker is a parent coach  
and special educator
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Obscenity versus overreach
Why the Ranveer Allahbadia saga continues to highlight our inability to understand the internet

S
ome controversies arrive like unin-
vited guests at a house party — loud, 
chaotic, and oddly entertaining. The 
Ranveer Allahbadia saga, however, 
is the gift that refuses to leave. Every 

time you think the noise has died down, 
someone opens a new window and lets in 
another gust of outrage.

A few weeks ago, it was the Supreme Court 
that threw the next log on the fire. While 
hearing petitions filed by Allahbadia and oth-
ers against FIRs stemming from the now-infa-
mous India’s Got Latent episode, the court 
suggested that perhaps it was time for “an 
autonomous body” to regulate online con-
tent. Self-styled mechanisms clearly weren’t 
enough, the bench said. And somewhere in 
the middle of the hearing came a line that 
could only have emerged from the peculiar 
anxieties of our digital age: maybe it was time 
to use Aadhaar to verify the age of anyone 
watching “obscene” content.

To which the Solicitor General solemnly 
added, “We are not only dealing with obsceni-
ty but perversity.”

At this point, one wonders whether any-
one arguing in that room had actually 
watched the show. As with most things on the 
Internet, India’s Got Latent wasn’t nearly as 
scandalous as the uproar around it. Like thou-
sands of others, I watched it only because it 
had been declared offensive. Call it the classic 
Streisand Effect: the fastest way to make some-
thing go viral is to try banning it.

And yet, here we are, discussing a proposal 
that sounds deceptively simple on paper — 
Aadhaar-based age verification — and collaps-
es entirely the moment it meets reality. 
Imagine having to type in your Aadhaar num-
ber every time you wanted to watch an 
“Adult” film. That category, by the way, 
includes such paragons of 

corrupting influence as Kabir Singh, Kashmir 
Files, and Rajinikanth’s Coolie. Half of 
Bollywood would be behind an OTP wall.

Now imagine a world where your Netflix 
account is linked to your Aadhaar. Not only 
would it create a buffet of sensitive data for 
hackers — your age, your address, your view-
ing habits — it would hand the government 
and corporations unprecedented insight into 
your most private moments. 

What you watch is not just entertainment; 
it is a portrait of who you are. Data of that 
kind has been breached before: in 2018, 
Aadhaar information of more than 130 mil-
lion citizens reportedly leaked through gov-
ernment websites, with over 200 portals acci-
dentally making the database public. We are a 
country that treats data leaks like passing 
monsoon showers — irritating, predictable, 
and quickly forgotten — but the consequenc-
es of linking Aadhaar to web activity are far 
more severe.

If you think this is an exaggeration, ask the 
United Kingdom. In 2019, it attempted to start 
mandatory age verification for pornographic 
websites. The plan collapsed under its own 
weight — legal concerns, tech flaws, and the 
terrifying possibility of a breach that would 
reveal people’s private habits to the world at 
large. Eventually, the government introduced a 
dilution version of the idea in July.

Of course, in India, we tend to operate in a 
parallel political universe. A Karnataka MLA 
can be caught watching porn in the Assembly 
and still be rewarded with a deputy chief min-
istership. Meanwhile, the average citizen is 
told that their viewing habits must be moni-
tored in the interest of “Bharatiya Sabhyata”. 
It is a strange morality indeed that punishes 
the many for the sins of the powerful few.

What worries me most is not the immedi-
ate proposal but the principle it normalises. 

Once Aadhaar becomes a routine gateway for 
online behaviour, where does the line stop? 
Will Instagram be the next frontier — verify 
your identity before you double-tap? Will 
your browsing speeds fluctuate depending on 
whether you like Viksit Bharat reels or anti-BJP 
satire? Will telecom companies nudge you 
toward preferred platforms by speeding up 
one streaming service and slowing down 
another? This is not dystopia. It is the logical 
conclusion of unchecked data capture.

More importantly, Aadhaar linkage to web 
activity directly contradicts the Right to 
Privacy affirmed by the Supreme Court itself 
in the Puttaswamy judgment of 2017. Privacy, 
the Court held, is not the absence of wrong-
doing; it is the foundation of dignity, autono-
my, and liberty. You cannot meaningfully par-
ticipate in public life if your private life is 
under constant surveillance.

The Ranveer Allahbadia controversy may 
seem trivial to some, a storm in a digital tea-
cup, but the questions it has prompted are 
anything but. What we are debating now is 
the architecture of the Indian Internet: who 
controls it, who polices it, who benefits from 
it, and who is made vulnerable by it. In that 
sense, this moment is a gift. It forces us to 
confront, with humour but also seriousness, 
the kind of country we are building.

Perhaps, instead of asking for Aadhaar to 
watch a YouTube comedy show, we should 
demand stronger data protection laws, inde-
pendent regulatory bodies with real expertise, 
and a public conversation guided by reason 
rather than moral panic. Until then, I suppose 
we will keep circling back to controversies like 
these — unexpected, absurd, and yet revealing 
— that serve as reminders that, in the digital 
age, the biggest threat to our freedoms may 
not be obscenity but overreach.

Anish Gawande is a writer and translator

Failure to launch syndrome
It is important to teach 
our children that adulting 
is much more than mere 
academic success

Ranveer Allahbadia
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Scientists ‘supercharge’ 
cells to reverse ageing  

A
geing taps us on the 
shoulder in many 
ways: wrinkles, 
thinning hair, loss of 
flexibility, slowing of 

the brain. But the process also 
unfolds at a more fundamen-
tal, microscopic level, as the 
energy source inside most cells 
deteriorates. Scientists at Texas 
A&M University have discov-
ered a way to recharge ageing 
and damaged cells, an innova-
tion that could lead to better 
treatment for a variety of con-
ditions, including Alzheimer’s 
disease, muscular dystrophy 
and fatty liver disease.

All cells, except those in red 
blood, get their energy from 
the mitochondria found in the 
fluid that surrounds the nucle-
us. Sometimes called the pow-
erhouse of cells, the mitochon-
dria play an important role in 
fighting viruses, starving para-
sites, and synthesising amino 
acids, sex hormones and other 
important chemicals in the 
body. As people age, their 
mitochondria diminish, “a pri-
mary or secondary contributor 
to multiple ageing-associated 
disorders, neurodegenerative 
diseases and metabolic condi-
tions such as diabetes,” accord-
ing to Akhilesh K. Gaharwar, a 
professor of biomedical engi-
neering at Texas A&M.

Gaharwar and his col-
leagues created mini mito-
chondria factories by adding 
microscopic flower-shaped 
particles called nanoflowers to 
a lab dish containing stem 
cells. The nanoflowers, hun-
dreds of which could fit in the 
width of a human hair, get 
taken into the stem cells 
through a natural process simi-
lar to the way cells absorb 
nutrients. The nanoflowers are 
made from an inorganic com-
pound called molybdenum 
disulfide, which is able to trig-
ger the process cells use to 
make more mitochondria. 
However, nanoflowers enable 
the stem cells to produce dou-
ble the normal amount of 
mitochondria, which they 
then transfer to ordinary age-
ing or damaged cells.

Mitochondria experts said 
the study represents an impor-
tant advance. “The fact that 
you can increase the number 
of mitochondria per cell is 

huge,” said Daria Mochly-
Rosen, a Stanford University 
professor. Mochly-Rosen, who 
co-wrote a book on mitochon-
dria called “The Life Machines: 
How Taking Care of Your 
Mitochondria Can Transform 
Your Health,” said her own 
research led her to conclude 
that “knowing what mito-
chondria can do for us can 
change the future of medicine, 
and I think [the new study] is 
an example of that.”

The process described by 
the Texas A&M team exploits 
the natural ability of battery-
like mitochondria to transfer 
from one cell to another. “We 
are supercharging stem cells so 
that they can donate these bat-
teries to damaged cells at a 
much higher rate,” Gaharwar 
said. The stem cells, he said, 
“have a homing ability. 
Whenever they see damage, 
they go and settle down over 
there and they basically try to 
regenerate the damaged area.”

Scientists carried out the 
procedure using different cell 
types in a lab dish. Gaharwar 
said he and his colleagues 
hope to begin testing the tech-
nique in rats in January or 
February. The method would 
need to show safety and effec-
tiveness in clinical trials before 
it could be used to treat peo-
ple. Existing medications can 
increase a patient’s mitochon-
dria, but most don’t change 
how the cell produces or main-
tains mitochondria. As a result, 
the treatments must be taken 
multiple times. If the new 
method receives clinical 
approval, doctors could use it 
to supercharge a patient’s own 
cells, Gaharwar said. The 
patient’s skin cells, for exam-
ple, could be removed and 
reprogrammed into stem cells, 
the raw building materials that 
develop into skin, bone, carti-
lage and blood.

The stem cells could then 
be supplied with mitochon-
dria-boosting nanoflowers in a 
lab dish and given back to the 
patient. The newly energised 
stem cells would circulate 
through the body providing 
mitochondria to stressed or 
damaged cells. Having new 
mitochondria could help age-
ing nervous system cells com-
municate better. In a person 
with diabetes, the addition of 
fresh mitochondria could help 
cells process glucose faster, 
Gaharwar said.

Curated global content from  
The Washington Post, exclusively  
in Mumbai Mirror

#

Researchers boost mitochondria using nanoflowers,  
offering hope for treating age-linked diseases like  
Alzheimer’s, muscular dystrophy and fatty liver disease
| Mark Johnson 
mirrorfeedback 
@timesofindia.com

Keshav K. Singh, founding 
editor in chief of the journal 
Mitochondrion and director 
of the Cancer Genetics 
Program at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham, 
called the study promising 
but cautioned that it is still in 
the early stages. He said the 
long-term safety of molybde-
num disulfide in humans is 
unknown. “Improving mito-
chondrial function can really 
extend life and health,” he 
said. The goal would be to 
protect, sustain and generate 
new mitochondria, he said, 
“and do it for every organ.”
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T
he Donald Trump playbook of threats of trade wars and tariff tantrums
may not have worked too badly for him at home as the narrowing of the
US trade deficit in September to its lowest point since the Covid year of
2020 means a part of his economic attack on nations like China and

India and his sweeping tariffs against global friends and foes may be working.
A positive reading of his latest telephonic talk with Prime Minister Narendra

Modi may even be justified if there has ever been any correlation between
what the US President says and how he acts. His record does not support any
assumptions to be made about the phone call that India may have initiated.

The trade talks are on but moving at snail’s pace and there is only the word
of his envoys to talks in India that things are going swimmingly, and the New
Year might even see a deal being inked. Until then, Indian exports to the US
will be in limbo even as new threats are emerging with Indian rice and basmati
not quite being the flavour of the month at the White House.

What the “warm” Trump-Modi conversation can be taken to mean is that
India’s strategic autonomy is seen to be working as India’s balancing act with
Chinese and Russian leaders, especially during Vladimir Putin’s recent visit to
India, may have been noted with interest in Washington. However, there is no

sign of any concession being offered to India from
the tariffs imposed even as Mr Trump and Mr
Modi speak of enhancing cooperation in energy,
security, defence and critical technologies.

In the meanwhile, Mr Trump has annoyed
Europe with a new strategy document that has set
alarm bells ringing. The secretary-general of Nato,
Mark Rutte, has gone so far as to say that Europe
must prepare for war against Russia. It is causing
not just heartburn in Europe that Mr Trump has
been preparing to throw Volodymyr Zelenskyy
under the bus by coercing him to sign off on the
eastern Donbas, swapping territory for nothing as
no security guarantees have been spelt out.

Outlandish ideas like creating a free economic
zone in the war zone in Ukraine that is being held by Russia are not helping the
cause of peace either even as Mr Putin is threatening to take the Donbas by
force, regardless of how long it takes him and despite heavy troop losses. Mr
Trump’s 28-point peace plan has been whittled down to a 19-point plan that is
backed by the rest of Europe, but Mr Putin may not be as interested in it.

However good the intentions to make peace in Europe work for the world, the
Trump fixation with playing the broker between Ukraine and Russia, mostly
on terms favourable to Russia, is becoming troublesome. Failure in Ukraine
could be construed as Mr Trump’s biggest defeat and Europe fears that, in such
an eventuality, he could well lead the US into isolationism with Latin America
his sole focus outside of home.

A bad peace deal could spell disaster for Ukraine and Europe even if it does-
n’t straightaway lead to Russia coming back into the global economy. But India
will be a major gainer if peace does prevail as that would mean free access to
Russian energy sources again without tariffs and sanctions. India and China’s
influence on Mr Putin to make peace may have been exaggerated as evidenced
in the Russian president’s impassive responses to friendly nudges from Xi
Jinping and Mr Modi. Even so, peace in Ukraine would be a win-win for most
if not for the country that has suffered an invasion since February 2022.
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Trump-Modi call: Will deal
on Ukraine benefit India?

What the ‘warm’
Trump-Modi chat can

be taken to mean is
that India’s strategic
autonomy is seen to

be working as its 
balancing act with

Chinese and Russian
leaders was noted

with interest in
Washington

N
ever ever in
the history of
travel and avi-
ation has the
Indian airline

passenger vented as vocif-
erously or openly dis-
played the level of frustra-
tion, murderous rage and
retaliation, as on Decem-
ber 3, when a pampered,
privileged and monopo-
listic airline perversely
took advantage of the situ-
ation to hold millions of
fliers to ransom. It’s a
wonder there wasn’t
blood on the floor at air-
ports across India as hor-
rified citizens witnessed
the torment and helpless-
ness of customers who
had zero options but to
lump it, while flight after
flight got cancelled, with-
out any convincing expla-
nations. It was an un-
planned mutiny. Anar-
chy. Without an identifi-
able “monarch” to spew
one’s seething anger on.
Where were the top boss-
es during this unprece-
dented chaos? Why were
they absent from their
posts? How cowardly to
let juniors face the brunt
of passenger wrath, stom-
ach curses, insults, abuse,
while the top dogs rema-
ined shielded and silent
during the most turbulent
period of the breakdown.

We still don’t know
enough. Someone up
there is blatantly lying.
But who? It is not possible
that the so-called rejig of
time tables and schedules
came out of the blue. Or
that the top management
was unaware of the terri-
ble repercussions the
chaos would create. Did
anybody at that level apol-
ogise or show that they
cared? Nope. This is
called despicable corpo-
rate arrogance and high
handedness of the shabbi-
est kind. While so many
fellow citizens suffered on
account of cancelled
flights, the mighty execu-
tives at IndiGo chose to
hide behind flimsy expla-
nations and pass the

buck. Shameful, As sto-
ries of passengers faced
with the worst travel tra-
umas surfaced, airports
were turned into ugly bat-
tlegrounds with hysteri-
cal passengers  facing
bizarre dilemmas, like
the couple who missed
their own wedding recep-
tion and attended virtual-
ly (there’s a movie script
in their insane experi-
ence), to victims forced to
skip key job interviews,
legal cases, medical emer-
gencies and more.

IndiGo’s shameful atti-
tude was defined by cal-
lousness, indifference and
complacency. Who can
condone the absence of
basics like drinking
water and snacks to pas-
sengers stuck — rather —
trapped — for hours at
airports across the coun-
try? What explanation
does the IndiGo board
have for this and count-
less other lapses?

Inexcusable! It is really
the highest level of
resilience and tolerance
shown by citizens that
prevented a far bigger dis-
aster on the ground, given
how unconscionably pas-
sengers were treated. Far
more damage could have
occurred — not that dest-
ruction of public property
would get passengers a
boarding card. One felt
sorry for the physical as-
saults on hapless IndiGo
staffers, who had to stoi-
cally bear the brunt of
passenger rage. The thing
is, now that the crisis is
behind us… what do we
know that can possibly
justify the mayhem?
Those of us who were
caught in the turbulence
could do nothing but
scramble for crazily
priced seats on other air-
lines. There again — isn’t
it cold blooded, extortion-
ist, and horribly hard
hearted for major IndiGo
competitors to automati-
cally hike fares, often dou-
bling and trebling the cost
— imagine paying a lakh
and more to travel from

Mumbai to Delhi? Should
there not be a more
humane approach to a cri-
sis of this kind? Is every-
thing about making a
quick buck at the expense
of decency? How oppor-
tunistic and ugly all this
makes us look as a people.

But for every ugly out-
burst, there was a feel-
good story as well.

Take, for example, two
feisty ladies who almost
single-handedly run
Literature Festivals in
their respective cities —
Dr Manjiri Prabhu and
her Pune International
Lit Fest, Shinie Abraham
and the Bengaluru Lit
Fest. Both lit fests over-
lapped over the same dis-
astrous IndiGo weekend.
Which meant last-minute
cancellations, stranded
authors, non-arrival of
books — any organiser’s
worst nightmare.

But, with their inimit-
able never say die spirit,
the two ladies soldiered
on, rejigged schedules,
called in friends to help
conduct sessions, assured
attendees that the show
would go on! It brought
out the best in them, as
also in some of the writers
who sportingly took alter-
native flights, waiting for
hours at distant airports,
but turning up to make
their announced sessions.
It took me eight hours to
get from Pune to the Ben-
galuru venue — the city’s
old Central Jail. No
escape!

The IndiGo conundrum
continues to baffle with
conspiracy theories
galore. Forget the theo-
ries, boss… Just answer
one simple question —
Yeh Rahul Bhatia kaisa
aadmi hai? The managing
director of the rogue air-
line was gayab during the
crisis! Like… MIA! The
founder promoter with a
jumbo-sized ego was

invisible while the nation
was shaken. It was worse
than the “paan ki
dukaan” taunt of the co-
promoter. In this sce-
nario, there was no paan
(not even bottled water)
and the dukaan had rude-
ly pulled the shutters
down. This was flagrant,
blatant, and, dare I say it,
criminal. No punitive
action? No questioning by
the DGCA? It’s been
called a chhota gamble
that led to a massive
mess. A cascading effect
that started with one can-
celled flight. Even when
the pilots were willing to
fly. Yeah. Sure.
Exhausted, bleary eyed,
overworked pilots willing
to fly is small comfort to
passengers and crew
entrusting their precious
lives to fatigued captains.

Chalo ji… I was once an
IndiGo loyalist, true and
faithful. Now, I have
turned into a promiscu-
ous flier — ready to hop
on to any airplane willing
to fly me to my destina-
tion in one piece, and
hopefully on time.

Till my next flight, I am
working on the viral
Akshay Khanna hook
step from the movie
Dhurander, and pretend-
ing I am Balochi. I will be
watching the Ranveer
Singh starrer over the
weekend, inshallah... But
what has interested me
far more is the strident
backlash faced by a few,
prominent film critics
audacious enough to state
they have not exactly
adored the movie or the
track that has become the
movie’s signature. Kyun-
ki, only paid reviews rule.
Everyone knows. But lips
are sealed. With the num-
ber of heads rolling, the
film industry is playing
ostrich. In an environ-
ment where gush is
everything, even a single
critical line is taken as a
personal attack. Critics
for hire?

Yup.  Most “influen-
cers” are no better than
pimps parading as exp-
erts — on any and every
subject. Show them the
money and they will en-
dorse just about anything
— even if it is packaged
horse dung.

Instagram handle
@ShobhaaDe; Twitter

handle @DeShobhaa

Isn’t it cold blooded,
extortionist and 
horribly hard hearted
for major IndiGo 
competitors to 
automatically hike
fares, doubling and
trebling the cost —
imagine paying a lakh
and more to travel
from Mumbai to Delhi?

Time to change branding of
IndiGo to ‘Indi: GoToHell’?

In the history of humankind, few inventions and discoveries have altered
human civilisation. The prominent items in the list are fire, wheel, agricul-
ture, iron, shipbuilding, printing press, electricity, crude oil, computer and

Internet. The latest addition to this momentous list is artificial intelligence —
an invention that is expected to change how humans perform their basic func-
tion, i.e. thinking. It is, therefore, fitting for Time magazine to pay a tribute to
the architects of artificial intelligence by declaring them as the 2025 Person of
the Year.

Though tech companies were aware of AI and its potential and invested enor-
mous amounts of money, the breakout moment came with the launch of
ChatGPT, which uses generative models to generate text, images, among  others.

In 2025, AI began to change how people think and work. Organisations are
deploying it for various purposes such as writing code, managing vehicular
traffic, and optimising manufacturing, among others. People used AI for advice
on human emotions and medical treatments.

The AI craze set off a race between major technology companies to capture
the developing market. It catapulted Nvidia to become the most valuable com-
pany in the world for its ability to produce chips that run AI data centres — vir-
tually putting US stock markets on steroids.

Buoyed by the all-around optimism, Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang remarked
that the AI could increase the size of the global economy from $100 trillion to
$500 trillion. While AI is a great invention, one needs to make assessments
objectively. AI is still at its infancy, and nobody has any faintest idea about its
impact on job seekers or the new job avenues that it will create.

While there is no second opinion about embracing new technologies to stay
competitive in the modern world, governments around the world must not lose
sight of their primary responsibility — the welfare of people and the protection
of Mother Earth. They must evolve a global consensus to develop AI within the
confines of these higher objectives and not merely in the pursuit of money.

Fitting tribute to AI godparents

Why, as the world
goes crazy over AI,

it’s best to take it
with a pinch of salt

“I only know I am
Because memory tells me so
The gods above don’t give a damn
They probably don’t even know
There is below the heavens an earth
Where lesser beings crawl
Doomed to die from the gift of birth
It really matters f-all.”

— From Hey Bhagwan, What About
Hindustan, by Bachchoo

I
t takes intelligence to understand what intelli-
gence is. The invention of Artificial
Intelligence seems to tell us that it’s not God’s
gift but a construction which traces through

an ocean of available information to formulate
answers.

AI doesn’t just deduce, it invents, composes and
I suppose its formulations rely on statistically
checked probabilities.

I used the word “available” earlier. I’ll tell you
why. A couple of years ago, a friend of mine intro-
duced me to AI. In fact, he put the app on my com-
puter and said when you tap it, it will ask you to
ask it anything. He said I should try it now. I did.

The first thing I asked the Bot (Is that what it’s
generically called?) “Who the hell is Bachchoo?”
Readers of this column, regular, occasional or first
time, will be aware that a quotation from the said
Bachchoo’s works appears every week as a pre-

appendage to the deliberations in Cabbages and
Kings. The Bot answered almost immediately. The
words came up on the screen as though they were
transcripts of a dictating voice. The answer said
that Bachchoo was a nineteenth century poet from
some unknown place. I asked it the same question
again, phrasing it slightly differently — I can’t
recall the exact words, but perhaps I left the “hell”
reference out and said something like “please
identify the writer called Bachchoo, and tell me if
it’s a penname?”.

And yes, there was a completely different
answer. Botty said that Bachchoo was the pen
name of some obscure dead writer, who it named.

That the same Bot gave me two different
answers in the space of five minutes was peculiar.
But that was then, and this is where my qualifica-
tion of “available” applies.

Very recently I asked Botty the same question
again. Same Bot, same app on the computer. This
time it told me that Bachchoo was a poet, extracts
of whose work were quoted every week in a col-
umn — and then it mentioned my name. However,
after that in the same answer, it went on to say
that Bachchoo could be a misspelling of Bachchan,
and said there was a famous writer called
Harivansh Rai Bachchan, who very many readers
will know was the film star Amitabh Bachchan’s
dad, and wrote, among very many other things, a
transformation of Omar Khayyam’s Rubaiyat as

Madhushala.
But in the gap between the years that I asked the

questions, Botty has got smarter and accumulated
more data. It now adds that Bachchoo is a
Mauritian politician and another person with that
surname is a Trinidadian writer.

So, it seems that as Botty widens its information
base, things get better and perhaps, for writers
and operatives who work with information, a bit
threatening?

I have friends who work with AI, not for gain or
in their professions, but for fun. A director friend,
stage and film, doesn’t write scripts himself but
has recently sent me outlines written for whole
screenplays by the Bot he calls “his Friend”. They
describe, in synopsis, the dramatic action. Most of
it reads to me like cliches and quite predictable,
but in the hands of a skilful screenplay writer
these could be modified and made exciting with-
out the writer having to do the preliminary frame-
work of thinking out a plot. I suppose for genre
films — detective, romance, horror, this would
work. Perhaps this is already the way films are
being produced in some world film industries?

Another close friend, Tamara Howe, and I both
belong to a group of people calling ourselves offi-
cially the Darcus Howe Legacy Collective. Darcus
Howe was a prominent activist, left-wing thinker,
journalist, editor and broadcaster.

He was born in Trinidad and came to Britain as

an immigrant and dedicated his life to justice and
progress for the new communities of the UK. I
worked for and with him. His daughter Tamara
now asked AI to formulate what Darcus might
have said about a current political situation. Botty
replied and his/her/their formulations were
impressively convincing and precise — even
though the real Darcus would have undoubtedly
included some twist or surprise in his delibera-
tions.

A serious and dangerous development with AI is
that it can be programmed to deliberately lie, pass
disinformation or indulge in conspiracy theories.
Elon Musk’s AI device Grok is one such. Ask it
who was cleverer, Musk or Einstein, it will say
Musk. And I wonder what it will say if asked who
the better playwright is, Shakespeare or Musk?

Grok will also tell you that the gas Zyklon B
released into the chambers by the Nazis was not
there for genocide but was merely a disinfectant.
Grok also, following His Master’s Voice, advocates
the defunding of the BBC and champions extreme-
right-wing broadcasters like the UK’s GB News.

Wikipedia’s investigation into Grok contends
that it uses information from the racist, white-
nationalist platform Stormfront, and also from
Infowars owned by the conspiracy theorist and
school-shooting denier Alex Jones. Look him up
— not on Grok but Google — who is not very polite
about him.

Subhani

Farrukh
Dhondy

Shobhaa’s Take

Cabbages 
& Kings

MP MAOIST-FREE

It seems Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah’s lofty vision
of making India Maoist-free
by March 2026 has begun
with Madhya Pradesh. Not
only the grit and determi-
nation shown on the
ground but also sacrifice of
the lives by the security
forces personnel must be
remembered and lauded. 

Lam Jeevan Kumar
Guntur

NAIDU’S SPEED
There is no doubt some ministers
are not up to the mark in respect of
their duties. Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu could have
called them in his chamber and
advised them, rather than publish
rankings (Naidu’s speed stands out
in file clearances, Dec. 12). This is
not the right action from a
renowned administrator.

N. Ramalakshmi
Malikipuram

HONOURING DIWALI
It is heartening, encouraging and
cheering to read that Deepavali, the
festival of lights, has officially been
inscribed in the Unesco’s Repre-sen-
tative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity (Global recog-
nition for Diwali, Dec. 12). The festi-
val also commemorates the victory
of good over evil and the unity and
diversity. 

Dr C. Ghanshyam
Visakhapatnam

As the world grapples with conflict
and polarisation, Unesco's recogni-
tion of Deepavali as an intangible
heritage of humanity is a shining
beacon of hope. This festival of
lights, celebrated by over a billion
people worldwide, has become a
symbol of India's soft power.
Diwali's inclusion in the list of over
700 elements from around the world
is a testament to the country's rich
cultural heritage.

Raju Kolluru
Kakinada 

NON-HINDU STAFF
It is genuine and praiseworthy that
the state government has directed
the TTD to resolve the issue of non-
Hindu employees deployed on the
Tirumala hills (AP : Redeploy non-
Hindu staff in other TTD depart-
ments, December 12) It is the
responsibility of both non-Hindu
employees and TTD Board to create
a congenial atmosphere on the
seven hills

B.V. Apparao
Simhachalam
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