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A fight for the
right to breathe

]-}vmt people of all persuasions and ages had to gather

near the India Gate to protest the toxic air in India’s na-
tional capital and demand executive action to curb the
annual scourge is bad enough. That they, including
children and the aged, were detained by the Delhi Po-
lice, summarily bundled into police vans, and booked is
worse. The Delhi Police may want to justify their action,
saying they followed the letter of the law because the
protesters were violating the prohibitory orders pro-
mulgated in the area, especially Kartavya Path, where
they had gathered. That would be the police missing the
larger picture; perhaps the smog hanging consistently
over Delhi for the past month has been too thick to see
clearly that toxic air is a health emergency. There can be
few actions more myopic and blinkered than this. Police
personnel, ironically, are among the worst affected by
Delhi’s consistently high air pollution.

The criminal action also showed the wide chasm be-
tween words and actions, both from the executive and
the judiciary. Delhi’s air pollution is now a chronic issue,
hanging fire for over 20 years, and has sparked short-

term and long-term .
decisions by govern- P olzqe p 67”8072726[,
tronically, are

ments of different
parties, from the Con- among t he worst

gress to the Aam
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around the problem

in a significant way. Delhi ranks at the top of the charts
every year for the worlds most polluted cities. For mil-
lions in the city, this has meant health crises and addi-
tional expenses. Similarly, the lofty statement by the
Supreme Court, specifically former chief justice DY
Chandrachud, that people have a right to the environ-
ment proves meaningless if people must fight to breathe
clean air—and face police action for it.

People who do not usually signal with their bodies
gathering on a Sunday morning shows their disgust at
the lack of meaningful far-reaching action and distrust
in both the executive and the judiciary. The morning
after, Monday, showed why the protest was necessary;
the Air Quality Index at 345 ranked ‘very poor’ with the
critical Particulate Matter 2.5 (PM2.5) at 340 micro-
grams/cubic metre, or more than 22 times the WHO
guidelines. At the other end of the globe in Brazil, del-
egates gathered at the annual climate summit, Confer-
ence of Parties (COP30), to discuss the reduction of
emissions and fossil fuel use, which, among other im-
pacts, intensifies air pollution. Noble words from inter-
national platforms and national podiums have no
resonance if people are forced to protest for clean air
and get penalised for it. What, then, is the value of the
right to the environment and the right to protest?

A tech fix for
property woes

]-;e Supreme Court’s recent observations on the lack

of reliability, transparency and efficiency in the pur-
chase and sale of immovable property, and the need for
a technological transformation of the process are timely.
Ruling on a case from Bihar, where the owner could not
sell his property due to rules issued without proper
legal foundation, the court pointed out that antiquated
colonial laws—the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, the
Indian Stamp Act, 1899, and the Registration Act, 1908—
governing the sector strangely maintained a dichotomy
between the ownership and registration, resulting in
mere presumptive holding of the title to property. This
cast a heavy burden on the potential buyer to carry out
an extensive search, spread over three decades, to as-
certain marketable title. Hapless buyers have to use a
variety of sources, including brokers, to get paper rec-
ords and prepare the transaction for registration at
great expense. In the court’s view, the answer to this
vexed question lies in blockchain technology. Although
itis not a new option, it is increasingly seen as a solution
by the real estate sector, not just in India but abroad too.
In essence, blockchain technology would replace cur-
rent paperwork with a distributed digital ledger to rec-
ord the transactions for a property, with individual
changes remaining time-stamped and immutable; each
subsequent change becomes distinctly identifiable, cre-
ating a clear record. Such a digital trail could sharply re-
duce fraud, often seen in the form of duplicate sales of
land and pledging for loans.

The architecture of a blockchain system, including
methods to validate each stage of the process online,
would have to be decided by technology professionals
for reliability and ease of use by all parties. Yet, agree-
ment on its potential already exists. In fact, this would
be a logical extension of the Digital India Land Record
Modernisation programme that was approved in 2008
and is still being pursued, although without the necess-
ary vigour. Union Rural Development Minister Chandra
Sekhar Pemmasani recently informed Parliament that
blockchain technology was not part of the DILRM pro-
gramme. But reform would speed up transactions and
reduce the volume of property disputes, which, the Su-
preme Court says, account for 66% of civil cases. Greater
transparency could cut through the asymmetry at Reg-
istration Department offices, which are often cesspools
of corruption. It is heartening that the court has re-
quested the Law Commission to prepare a report on
new property laws that incorporate blockchain technol-
ogy, after consultations with the Union and state gov-
ernments and information technology experts. This
paradigm shift is urgently called for nearly eight dec-
ades after Independence. The NDA government set out
to eliminate archaic laws and reform others a decade
ago. Here is a good case that the apex court has flagged,
and every citizen stands to benefit from a modern re-
gime for property transactions.
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The clear and present danger
of white collar terror cells

BHAVDEEP KANG

idayeen attack |

or accidental

explosion?

RDX or am-
monia gel? Jaish-e-Mohammad
or Al Qaeda? The blast at Delhi’s
Red Fort called to mind a vo-
cabulary of violence that was
familiar in the 1990s and 2000s
but was blurred in public mem-
ory by a decade and a half of
relative peace. Now, the con-
tinuing vulnerability of metro-
politan India to terrorist assault
has been explosively revealed.
As concerning as the bombing
itself is the inevitable fallout, in
terms of its impact on the public
psyche and the creation of a cli-
mate of fear and suspicion.

The blast is a fearful reminder
that insurgents evolve to remain
one step ahead of law enforce-
ment. They can always slip
through the interstices of
border security, counter-terror-
ism measures and technology-
enabled surveillance. Even
worse, they can infiltrate social
institutions, thereby lurking un-
detected. For every hundred
foiled plots, there is one that
might succeed.

Earlier this year, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah inaugurated
the Multi-Agency Centre (MAC)
to coordinate counter-terrorism
efforts of government bodies
across the board. Some 28
agencies share minute-to-min-

ute intelligence on this plat- |
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form. No doubt intelligence
agencies have upped their
game. Back in 2020, the National
Intelligence Grid (NatGrid) was
set up to monitor the mobility,
financial transactions and tele-
communications of known ter-
ror cells. Media reports suggest
that the integration of security-
related databases and the appli-
cation of AI/ML to analyse
trends and predict attacks
should go a long way in tackling
terrorism and organised crime.
Meanwhile, under the very nose
of this complex intelligence ap-
paratus, a group of doctors
stockpiled three tonnes of ex-
plosive material and executed a
high-profile assault that claimed
nine lives in the shadow of the
Red Fort.

Many unanswered questions
remain; forensic experts and in-
vestigative agencies will doubt-
less unravel the mysterious
nature of the explosion and the
events leading up to it. But three
significant  features  have
emerged. First, a home-grown
terror cell was operating at the
very borders of the capital. At
least four of its members were
doctors, three of whom were on
the faculty of the Al Falah Uni-
versity’s School of Medicine in
Haryana. One had been a senior
resident at the Government
Medical College in Anantnag
and was a known sympathiser
of the terrorist outfit Jaish-e-

DR. HIMANSHU RAI

n the grand halls of

Hastinapur, amid

echoing conch

shells and the scent
of sandalwood, destiny once
turned on the throw of a dice.
Yudhishthira—the wisest of
kings—was drawn into a fatal
game, believing reason could
triumph over deceit. He gambled
not for greed but for honour,
trusting that rules would restrain
the unrighteous. The dice rolled,
and the world changed.

That haunting scene from the
Mahabharata endures as one of
the most profound metaphors for
statecraft. It reminds us that in
the arena of power, even the vir-
tuous can be undone by mis-
placed faith, and that strategy
without caution often births ca-
tastrophe.

The Game of Nations

In today’s geopolitics, the dice
never stop rolling. Trade wars,
proxy conflicts, cyberattacks,
energy disruptions, and tech-
nological rivalries are the mod-
ern throws in a ceaseless contest
for dominance. Nations wager in-
fluence, alliances, and credibil-
ity—often underestimating the
cost of each move.

History is littered with
examples of miscalculated
gambles: from the invasions that
overstretched empires to the

wars launched on false intelli-

gence. Each echoes Yudhishthiras |

fateful belief that control could be
maintained once the game began.
But as he discovered, the rules
themselves can be rigged.

For India, navigating this un-
predictable global landscape de-
mands both courage and
restraint. We live in an era where
cooperation and competition
overlap, and where perception
often outweighs principle. The
challenge is to play the game
without being consumed by it—
to engage without losing equilib-
rium.

Lessons from
Hastinapur

The Mahabharata offers time-
less counsel for modern strateg-
ists—lessons born not merely of
power, but of prudence.

1. Never enter a game you can-
not exit. : Yudhishthira’s tra-
gedy was not that he lost, but
that he continued to play
when he should have walked
away. In diplomacy and na-
tional strategy, overcommit-
ment to a volatile alliance or
conflict can erode autonomy.
Strategic  flexibility—niti—
requires knowing when to en-
gage and when to pause.

2. Discern illusion from in-

Muhammad (JeM). Two
members, including the lone fe-
male, were from Uttar Pradesh.
In effect, those involved were
white-collar professionals who
had apparently been radicalised
by a cleric associated with the
Government Medical College in
Srinagar.

Secondly, a large quantity of
chemicals, as well as timers, bat-
teries, remotes and circuitry—
everything needed to create
multiple big bangs—appears to
have been moved undetected
close to the Delhi-Haryana
border over two months. Not to
mention arms, including auto-
matic rifles, and ammunition.
Thirdly, and this is important,
rented residential premises
were used for storage. Neither
neighbours nor police had the
least suspicion. Obviously, this
terror cell had been in situ for a
long time before it was dis-
covered.

Recruitment of well-educated
J&K locals to terror modules is
not new, but doctors enjoy a
special status that makes it eas-
ier to evade questioning. Land-
lords and police are not likely to
be suspicious of qualified pro-
fessionals working for a highly
regarded institution, especially
one recognised by the central
government. Investigating
agencies tend to proceed with
caution, well aware that activists

| and journalists are more likely |

symbolised deceit disguised as

chance. Today, misinforma- |

tion, deepfakes, and economic
coercion perform similar
roles. The wise recognise ma-
nipulation before it gains mo-
mentum. In a world where
narratives are as potent as
armies, discernment becomes
the sharpest weapon.

3. Anchor strategy in ethics.:
When Yudhishthira lost every-
thing, Draupadis piercing
question—“Whom did you
wager first, yourself or me?”"—
exposed the moral blindness
that precedes downfall. Mod-
ern states too risk moral ero-
sion when  expedience
replaces ethics. As the Artha-
shastra warns, “The unjust vic-
tory weakens the victor”
Power must always be tem-
pered by principle.

India’s Balancing Act
India’s approach to global strat-
egy reflects the maturity of a na-
tion that has learned from
history’s dice games. We engage
with major powers yet preserve
autonomy; align with multilateral
forums yet assert sovereignty.
Whether in BRICS, the Quad, or
the G20, India plays not for spec-
tacle but for substance—prefer-
ring persuasion to provocation.
This balance is not passive non-

sight.: Shakunis loaded dice | alignment, but active choice—an

to take up allegations of civil
rights violations when they in-
volve minority community
members of a higher social
standing. The alleged involve-
ment of a white-collar terror
cell might have the deleterious
effect of profiling an entire com-
munity. In public perception, ji-
hadists—like Khalistanis—are a
small fraction of malcontents.
They are people who have an
axe to grind. But here we have a
group with no apparent prob-
lems; they are well-educated
and employed and obviously
bright enough to obtain an
MBBS. The message is that just
about anybody can be radical-
ised and controlled by foreign
agencies across the border.
Regression to the 1990s,
when bearded men in turbans
or kufis triggered a quiver of
unease, is avoidable. Back then,
stepping out to a market or
train station carried an element
of risk, and an abandoned bag
was an object of fear. From
1988, Delhi experienced a rain
of terrorist bombs; in a single
month in 1991, there were
blasts. In 1997, there were ten
separate incidents with 74 fatal-
ities. Markets and train stations
were attacked to maximise
casualties. The courts, govern-
ment buildings—the Army
headquarters, CGO complex
and Parliament itself—and the

Red Fort were targeted to sym- |

The Dice of Hastinapur

In the shifting theatre of global power, where every alliance is a
wager and every policy a throw of dice, India’s greatest strength lies
in knowing when to play-and when to pause

assertion of independent thought
amid global polarisation. In a
world where great powers oscil-
late between rivalry and rap-
prochement, India stands as a
civilisational actor that measures
strength not by aggression but by
endurance.

The global order today re-
sembles a crowded sabha, where
many throw dice simulta-
neously—each seeking advan-
tage, each fearing loss. Amid such
flux, India’s task is to be the steady
hand—measured, alert, unwilling
to be drawn into reckless wagers.

Our emphasis on dialogue over
dominance and partnerships
over polarity reflects a deeper in-
stinct: that dharma outlasts de-
ception. The strength of a nation
lies not merely in outplaying
others, but in outlasting them—
through consistency of purpose
and integrity of action.

The Dharma of
Decision

Every strategic decision is, in
essence, a moral one. The Bha-
gavad Gita reminds us that ac-
tion (karma) must be guided by
discernment (viveka). When
nations act from impulse rather
than insight, they gamble away
long-term stability for short-
term gain.

The dharma of decision-mak-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Cricketing
Discipline
Cricket today needs
stronger discipline —
players skipping do-
mestic matches or
prioritising leagues
weaken national cricket.
Respect for the game
begins with respect for
rules. The BCCIl must
enforce accountability
so that talent, not tem-
perament, defines se-
lection.

A. Sharma, Indore

City Needs
Clean Air
Smog chokes our cities

every winter, yet gov-
ernments react only
after visibility drops.
Long-term solutions like
waste segregation,
cleaner transport, and
curbing construction
dust are urgent.
Citizens too must act
responsibly. Clean air is
not a luxury — it's a
right.

V. Nair, Delhi

Farmers Need
Support
Unseasonal rains and
price fluctuations con-
tinue to push farmers
into debt. Loan waivers
are short-term relief;
what they need is fair
pricing, irrigation, and
crop insurance that
works. Policy should
focus on stability, not
sympathy.

K. Meena, Ujjain

Media Must
Reflect Ground
Voices
Newsrooms must am-
plify voices from small
towns and villages. Real
India lives beyond met-
ros — in its farmers,
teachers, and workers.
Journalism regains trust
when it listens to them.
A. Dubey, Ujjain

Preserve Local
Culture
Development must not
come at the cost of heri-
tage. New cities, malls,
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and expressways must
coexist with temples,
ponds, and old markets.
Progress feels hollow if
it erases memory.

L. Sharma, Gwalior

Turkey’s Hollow
Gesture
Turkey’s arrest warrants
against Israeli leaders
over Gaza atrocities are
theatrically symbolic.
Ankara lacks both auth-
ority and moral ground,
given its own repression
and judicial bias. This
act seeks domestic ap-
plause rather than jus-
tice. Still, it highlights
global frustration with
Israel’s impunity. Real
accountability needs
impartial international
mechanisms, not hollow
diplomatic drama.

K. Chidanand Kumar,

Bengaluru

Trump’s Vanity
Politics

Donald Trump urging
that Washington’s new

To deflect attention from the catastrophic failures of law and order,
a community can be cast as both the victim and the perpetrator

bolically undermine India’s sov-
ereignty. Mumbiai, as the finan-
cial capital, suffered
high-magnitude assaults from
2006, including the horrors of
2008 and 2011.

Metropolitan India picked
itself up and moved on to a nar-
rative of development and prog-
ress. The discourse revolved
around jobs and GDP growth.
Pulwama and Pahalgam dis-
turbed the peace, but we had
the satisfaction of a decisive re-
sponse. Now, old fears and old
prejudices have been revived,
and this is where the govern-
ment’s tightrope walk begins.
We know from past experi-
ences that public perception
can be moulded to some extent.
To deflect attention from cata-
strophic failures of law and
order, a community can be cast
as both the victim and the per-
petrator.

The challenge is to conduct an
uncompromising crackdown
on the praxis of terrorism while
minimising collateral damage. It
cannot be eliminated alto-
gether, as law enforcement
agencies can hardly walk on
eggshells, but they should be
seen to be doing their best to
avoid injuring innocents.

Bhavdeep Kang is a senior journalist with 35
years of experience working with major
newspapers and magazines. She is now an
independent writer and author.

ing thus requires three bal-
ances—between ambition and
prudence, assertion and ac-
commodation, power and prin-
ciple. Strategy without ethics
becomes manipulation; power
without restraint becomes
peril.

The dice may represent
chance, but policy must repre-
sent choice.

The Sutra for
Our Times

Yudhishthira’s fall was not the
triumph of fate but the con-
sequence of faith misplaced—in
fairness where none existed.
The lesson endures: never mis-
take motion for progress, or
risk for resolve.

As the world witnesses new
great games—from the Indo-
Pacific to Eastern Europe—the
wise must remember that every
throw of the dice can redraw
destinies. The mark of a mature
power lies not in how often it
plays, but in how selectively.

The sutra for our times is thus
clear and compelling: Play the
game, but never lose sight of
the board—for power without
prudence is but another
throw of Shakuni’s dice.

The writer is director of Indian Institute of
Management, Indore
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$3.7 billion stadium
bear his name under-
scores his obsession
with self-glory over
public service. Mean-
while, election setbacks
hint at waning influence.
His fixation on personal
branding exposes a
shallow leadership style
divorced from sub-
stance or civic value.
Aditya Shekhar, Indore

Al and Jobs
Artificial intelligence
may transform indus-
tries, but it’s also

HASAN ZAIDI
|

threatening human em-
ployment. While effi-
ciency grows, millions
face job insecurity. The
government must invest
in upskilling pro-
grammes so workers
adapt to Al-driven
changes. Innovation
should empower, not
exclude, people from
the nation’s growth

story. tice itself.

R. Subramanian,
Chennai
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Jails Turn Into Retreats

The Parappana Agrahara prison in Bengaluru seems
to have rebranded itself from a correctional facility to
a celebrity retreat. The latest videos of inmates flaunt-
ing mobiles and luxuries are only sequels to last year’s
viral photo of actor Darshan enjoying a smoke with a
rowdy inside the same jail. When convicts live better
than citizens outside, the bars begin to look decor-
ative. A prison that doubles as a clubhouse mocks jus-

K. Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

W)

s YA




KDI'T

o

Chronicle

Educated terrorists add
chilling element to 10/11

t is to the credit of India’s security agencies that they may have neu-

tralised hundreds of terror plots before their culmination in the last

couple of decades. In fact, available evidence suggests that the Delhi

car blast was hastened because a very large conspiracy was undone
and one of the participants in this ghoulish venture was thought to be flee-
ing once he became aware of his colleagues having been corralled.

Even so, a single catastrophic event that took place with one conspirator
escaping the dragnet was sufficient for it to be pinned as an intelligence
failure on the part of the security agencies. And it is the failure to stop a
terror event outside Jammu & Kashmir, the regular theatre of operations
of terrorists of both the imported and homegrown varieties, which will be
the albatross the agencies will carry countrywide as they plough on with
their task of trying to keep the nation safe.

Inference points to the Faridabad network having links with events in
the Valley, their consequences in terms of Operation Sindoor that struck
at the heart of sponsored terror in PoK and in other areas of Pakistan and
a planned reprisal by terrorist cells that could have taken on gigantic pro-
portions if three tones of deadly explosives had not been seized from them.

. . However successful the Faridabad operation
The rise of Wh“?' arising from investigation of threatening
collar terror is posters that began in the Kashmir Valley may
going to be the havi) been, ti)t only ﬂlustI{;‘gzs tlhe (gact th}fltuthe
- vigil must be constant. at lends a chilling
bquea': of s e.cyrlty dimension to the unravelling of the big conspir-
agencies if itis t0 .y is that members of the medical profession
be assumed the who would have taken the Hippocratic oath on
educated will be graduating as doctors have been involved in
smarter than the pl(()l‘gtirllg j[errotrhand spreading its tentacles in
radicalising others.
lumpen elements The involvement of at least five doctors, four
who are readymade of them born in Kashmir, is symptomatic of the
fodder for zealotry huge problem that the security agencies would
be facing if educated people, with access to gad-
gets and methods of secret communications, knowledge from material
online about explosives and various types of bombs and the mechanics of
blowing them remotely, are to join a crazed movement that swears by ter-
ror in which innocents are far more likely to be hit.

The rise of white-collar terror is going to be the bugbear of security agen-
cies if it is to be assumed the educated will be smarter than the lumpen ele-
ments who are readymade fodder for zealotry. And given the recent geopo-
litical shifts post-Operation Sindoor with Pakistan also cozying up to
Bangladesh, the threat of terror will not diminish and may rear its head
beyond the Kashmir Valley.

Far from blaming them for not spotting the terrorist who got away, the
security agencies should be further fortified with men, machines and
resources to coordinate a national effort at gathering intelligence and
smashing terror plots that could be taking place anywhere in the country.
The timing may not appear propitious but, on the political front, it might
make sense to give back statehood to Jammu & Kashmir while retaining
total control in security matters.

Good idea to digitise land deeds

he Supreme Court’s suggestion to the Central government to reform

I the country’s archaic property laws and introduce blockchain tech-

nology in property transactions is most welcome. The suggestion

from the top court comes at a time when the Indian economy is on the cusp
of emerging as the world’s third largest.

Property matters are among the most intractable areas of litigation in
India, owing to outdated laws and complicated procedures. These disputes
account for an estimated 66 per cent of all civil cases in the country, wast-
ing people’s precious time and the judiciary’s limited resources. India
ranks 154th among 190 countries in ease of registering property.

Two major laws complicate the seemingly simple process of transferring
property in India — the Registration Act, 1908, and the Transfer of
Property Act, 1882. Although it is generally presumed that a property is
transferred from one party to another upon registration, the law treats reg-
istration and ownership separately handled by two different departments.
This often results in people buying property from individuals with no
improper title, leading to decades-long litigation.

One solution to this dichotomy is to entrust both functions to a single
department. The Telangana government has already implemented this
reform for agricultural land by authorising tehsildars, who maintain land
ownership records, to carry out registrations. Similarly, if registration
powers are transferred to the municipal administration or panchayat
department for residential areas, it could conclusively resolve this issue.

With respect to ease of registration, India began the process of demateri-
alising equity shares in 1996. Today, equity shares worth Rs 473 lakh crore
are held in electronic form, and ownership transfers amounting to over Rs
1 lakh crore take place seamlessly every day. There is, therefore, no reason
for land registration to remain cumbersome. It is high time India shifted to
a dematerialised (demat) system for land title deeds.
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Can Mamdani’s win in NY
reshape 2026 US politics?

Ruchira Gupta

emocracies are

not rescued by

vibes. They are

rebuilt by timely

and  practical
choices. New York just
made one.

Voters in America’s
largest and most diverse
city have elected Zohran
Mamdani, a 34-year-old son
of Uganda and India, a
Muslim, and an unabashed
democratic socialist, as its
111st mayor. He is the first
New York City mayoral
candidate since 1969 to clear
amillion votes, in a turnout
that was unmatched for 56
years. The surge came from
newly registered young vot-
ers, from transit-using and
renter-heavy districts, and
from lower and middle-
income Black and Hispanic
precincts.

The demographics tell a
story that offers a method.
That method can travel
from Virginia and New
Jersey in 2026 to India and
beyond.

Zohran Mamdani set out
his vision in 2019. He said
that he was a democratic
socialist because of its com-
mitment to a state that
could provide what is neces-
sary for people to live a dig-
nified life. In the shadow of
Wall Street, he argued that
the market cannot decide
who gets that dignity. Many
called this utopian. He
ignored the chorus and
built a campaign whose
means embodied its ends.

He started at the bottom
by listening. He treated pol-
itics as a neighbourly duty
and went door to door,
block to block, bodega
(Hispanic store) to bodega,
kirana store to kirana store,
and bus stop to bus stop.
Affordability was not a slo-
gan but a weekly bill paid
by a real person.

He quickly turned that
learning into tangible poli-
cy outcomes. Affordable ho-
using, universal childcare,
cheaper groceries and fas-
ter, fare free transit. Voters

rewarded a campaign that
treated politics as rent due,
childcare you can count on,
a $30 minimum wage and
fairer taxes. Door knocking
turned socialist ideology
into felt needs.

He made small business a
partner rather than a back-
drop. Cafes, bodegas,
salons, lunch counters,
book stores and corner gro-
ceries became organising
rooms rather than rows for
billboards.  Associations
from bodega owners to taxi
drivers found a place in the
plan. So did kirana stores
and kebab joints.

He Kkept the coalition
broad. He said that housing
affordability helps Muslims
and Jews alike and rich and
poor. He criticised policies
abroad that he saw as
authoritarian by leaders
like Benjamin Netanyahu
and Narendra Modi, yet
paired that with visits to
synagogues, temples, gurd-
waras and churches. When
the line is that if your cook
can afford the rent, then
your Kkitchen stays open,
solidarity does its own
maths. He showed respect
while staying disciplined
on a message about shared
costs and shared gains
across lines of faith, ethnic-
ity and class.

He wore identity without
weaponising it. African,
Indian, American, Muslim,
left of centre, he showed up
as himself in dress, food,
music, and neighbour-
hoods. Identity felt like a
simple fact, specific and joy-
ful in African fabric, India
kurtas and snappy New
York entry level slim suits.

That authenticity reached
the most sceptical bloc in
Western politics, the young.
Arsenal fandom, a partner
met on an app, anxiety
about rent, none of it was
staged and all of it sounded
like life.

His relatability, inclusivi-
ty and lived experience
helped him scale volunteers
to the size of a megacity. A

This is not a plea
for centrism. It is

a plea for
seriousness. The
headwinds are real.
People worry about
the hangover from
inflation and about
cuts to health
insurance and food
assistance.

hundred thousand volun-
teers knocked on three mil-
lion doors, across religion,
class and ethnicity. Social
media was buzzing because
of supporters and not paid
influencers. While the cam-
paign visuals were vintage
Bollywood, neither the cam-
paign visuals nor the volun-
teer visuals showed him as
“the leader on a stage”. He
danced, he sang, he chatted
and lingered in small shops,
parks, and cafes.

He chose hope and small
donors over fear and big
checks. Tens of thousands
of volunteers did the work.
Eighty per cent of the dona-
tions he got were less than
$250. He even capped fund-
raising and said no when he
had to. The ground game
beat the air war and had an
impact on major
Democratic victories across
the country, including the
governorships of New
Jersey and Virginia.

But a bigger test arrives
next November. America
will vote in the mid-term el-
ections (held two years after
every presidential election
year). For now, President
Donald Trump holds the
White House, the Supreme
Court and both chambers of
the US Congress, with
friendly judges on the
bench and Republican
majorities on Capitol Hill.

The Senate is unlikely to
change hands. The House is
another matter. With a nar-
row Republican edge and
the usual mid-term swing
against the party in power,
all the indicators point to a
potential Democratic takeo-
ver within a year. If that
happens, the rubber stamp
becomes a real check on the
President’s powers, with
the authority to investigate
and hold both Mr Trump
and his top officials to
account.

The Democratic Party
should study Zohran
Mamdani’s win because it
offers a concrete answer to
the charge that the
Democrats are out of touch.
After a June low in
approval, he showed how to
rebuild trust from the
ground upwards. If by
September 2026 a voter can
say that the bill is lower or
the bus is quicker,
Democrats will have a proof
point that punctures the
strongman story.

That lesson travels far
beyond the United States’
borders. In every country
which is struggling to hold
on to democracy, the anti-
dote to strongman politics
is visible service, not louder
speeches. Meet people
where they live and work.
Criticise policy without
condemning community.
Turn chai stalls, bodegas,
cafés and markets into
organising hubs for cleaner
streets, safer lighting,
quicker permits and cheap-
er commutes. Make belong-
ing tangible and real.

This is not a plea for cen-
trism. It is a plea for seri-
ousness. The headwinds are
real. People worry about
the hangover from inflation
and about cuts to health
insurance and food assis-
tance. Many are totally
exhausted by campus clash-
es over the Gaza violence or
are uneasy at the sight of
uniforms at deportation
raids. Into that fear, strong-
man politics offers a famil-
iar bargain, narrow the
idea of who belongs in
exchange for a promise of
order.

The reply that works is to
define order as something
you can time. A bus that
arrives. A permit that
clears in days rather than
months. A rent that climbs
by single digits rather than
double. A clinic where a
nurse answers the phone.
Make the abstract visible.
Make the visible truly con-
sistent. And keep the con-
sistent an integral part of
the system.

Ruchira Gupta is the
author of The Freedom
Seeker & I Kick and I Fly,
founder of NGO Apne Aap
and a professor at NYU.
Follow her on insta:
RuchiraAGupta, on
Twitter: RuchiraGupta.
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ACRIMONIOUS POLLS

As in the case of recent elec-
tions held in different parts of
the country, it has been a
harsh and bitter reality that
the runup to the Bihar assem-
bly elections too was marked
by personal attacks, mud-
slinging and acrimonious
speeches by various leaders
against their political adver-
saries cutting across party
lines throwing political decen-
cy and decorum to the winds.
It is @ matter of utmost regret
that despite boasting of
being the world's largest
democracy, elections in our
country continue to be
fought on caste and commu-
nal lines with candidates
resorting to personal slugfest
and sectarian agenda rather
than debating and discussing
bread-and-butter issues relat-
ing to growth and develop-
ment, relevant for the com-
mon man. The fact that the
state recorded the highest
overall voter turnout since the
first elections in 1951 with the
women turnout the highest in
history underlines the enthu-
siasm and active voter partic-
ipation which comes as a sil-
ver lining among the dark
clouds.

B. SURESH KUMAR

Coimbatore

TERROR STRIKE

The car blast outside the Red Fort Metro
Station in New Delhi is a grim reminder of
the deepening terror nexus in India. The dis-
covery of nearly 3,000 kg of explosives
allegedly linked to Jaish-e-Mohammad and
Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind reveals how these
outfits have expanded beyond Kashmir
through white-collar networks. This shock-
ing incident underscores the urgent need for
concerted efforts to strengthen intelligence
coordination, close security gaps, and
ensure accountability at all levels. Bringing
the perpetrators to justice and dismantling
such covert terror operations must remain a
top national priority

M. Jeyaram,

Sholavandan

Mail your letters to
chennaidesk@deccanmail.com

ood nutrition underpins children’s growth

and learning, yet the silent epidemic of an-

emia continues to undermine both moth-

ers’ health and their children’s futures.

India has halved maternal deaths in the last decade.

But though fewer mothers are at risk of dying dur-

ing childbirth, more than half enter pregnancy

anaemic — and their children carry the conse-
quences into classrooms and beyond.

Every parent in India wants their child to thrive in
school; however, data released earlier this year state
school performances are a cause for concern.
According to the Annual Status of Education Report
(ASER) 2024 report, barely 23.4 per cent of Class 3
students in government schools can read a Class 2-
level text. Learning levels measured by the National
Achievement Survey declined between 2017 and 2021
across most grades and subjects. Poor teaching and
overcrowded classrooms may be part of the story.
But as a clinician and public health expert, I know
there is another factor we do not talk about nearly
enough — anaemia.

Anaemia is most often caused by iron deficiency
and starves the body of oxygen, making women
tired, dizzy and unable to function at their best. But
its true impact is inter-generational.

These inter-generational effects are shaped during
what global health experts call the first 1,000 days —
from conception to a child’s second birthday. This is
the most critical window for brain development,
immune strength and lifelong learning capacity. If
anaemia in mothers is corrected during these 1,000
days, children are more likely to have better birth

C.M. Singh

Could anaemia be
the reason behind

low performance
in India’s schools?

weights, healthier growth trajectories and stronger
cognitive outcomes when they enter school. Con-
versely, missing this window often means irre-
versible losses in learning potential that no later
intervention can fully restore.

When a mother is anaemic during pregnancy, her
child is more likely to be born premature, under-
weight and with iron deficiency from day one. This
deficiency directly impairs a child’s brain develop-
ment, attention, memory and learning.

In terms of school performance, anaemia trans-
lates into lower cognitive scores and poorer educa-
tional achievement. It is no surprise that children
who start life anaemic struggle later in classrooms.

The statistics are sobering. NFHS-5 shows 57 pc of
women of reproductive age in India are anaemic and
so are 52 pc of pregnant women. Among children
under five, the figure is an alarming 67 pc. These are
not abstract percentages but millions of young chil-
dren who may never reach their full physical and
intellectual potential, because their mothers began
pregnancy anaemic and the cycle was never broken.

Across states in India, maternal mortality rates
are steadily declining. Bihar’s maternal mortality
ratio has dropped to 100 per 100,000 live births, while
UP has halved its maternal deaths in the last decade.
These are extraordinary achievements. But mater-
nal anaemia numbers remain high in both states, at
63 and 46 per cents. It remains the single most stub-
born barrier to healthier mothers and children.

Anaemia is not only a child development issue. It
is a serious threat to women’s health. Women with
severe anaemia are twice as likely to die in child-

birth, largely due to complications such as postpar-
tum haemorrhage. Even when they survive, they
experience chronic weakness and fatigue that limits
their ability to work, care for their families or par-
ticipate in their communities. Anaemia reduces pro-
ductivity, drains household incomes and weakens
the economy.

The good news is that anaemia is both preventable
and treatable. India has ambitious programmes like
Anaemia Mukt Bharat and Poshan Abhiyaan, but
we must sharpen how these reach families.

Three areas stand out.

Accurate and frequent testing is key and reliable
haemoglobin measurement must become routine.
This ensures early diagnosis and treatment initia-
tion. Digital screening tools are available within
government programmes. Minimally invasive digi-
tal haemoglobinometers are simple to use and accu-
rate, allowing frontline health workers to reach last-
mile patients. Without reliable testing at the village
level, anaemia will continue to go undiagnosed.
However, for it to be truly effective, states must
strengthen systems. Uttar Pradesh and Bihar need
to standardise procurement, train ASHAs and
ANMs in device use and integrate results into digital
dashboards that trigger follow-up and referral.

In terms of treatment, oral iron remains the
default, but side-effects and poor adherence mean
many women never recover. Intravenous iron, espe-
cially ferric carboxymaltose, has proven to be safe,
fast and effective. Bihar is preparing to expand FCM
access beyond medical colleges to community health
centres. This must be done carefully, with training,

infrastructure and pharmacovigilance, but urgent-
ly. Bringing FCM closer to where women live will
save lives and reduce complications.

Perhaps the most crucial element is ensuring com-
munities — women and their families — trust and
recognise the value of these solutions. Too many
families dismiss fatigue, pallor or weakness as “nor-
mal” in pregnancy. Too many women quietly stop
taking tablets. Normalising anaemia testing and
treatment requires shifting community norms.
Making haemoglobin checks at par with blood pres-
sure or blood sugar, ensuring ASHA workers,
equipped with simple counselling tools, draw men
and mothers-in-law into conversations about anae-
mia reduction and women sharing recovery stories
in self-help groups are all important ways to build
trust. When communities demand services,
anaemia reduction accelerates.

None of this is beyond reach. The policies exist, the
science is clear and pilot initiatives are underway.
At a recent national conclave on maternal anaemia
convened by AIIMS Patna, experts, officials and
development partners unanimously agreed that we
cannot continue with business as usual. India
already has robust platforms like Poshan Abhiyaan
and Anaemia Mukt Bharat, with their ambitious
6x6x6 strategy. But success depends on institutions
and the government collaborating closely to embed
new innovations, close gaps in testing and engage
communities more directly.

Dr C.M. Singh is the director of the Ram
Manohar Lohia Institute of Medical Sciences,
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India exercises restraint post-Monday’s blast

HILE the complete and ex-

act details of Monday’s car
explosion near Red Fort in Delhi
will come later, a disturbing pattern
is perceptible: the radicalisation of
highly educated Muslim profes-
sionals, in this instance doctors. It
is true that earlier too some edu-
cated professionals joined jihadist
organisations, but the recent blast,
that killed nine people and injured
20, stands out for the involvement
of doctors only. Umar Un Nabi, who
was driving the car, was reportedly
a member of the “doctor module’,
who managed to escape during
raids by J&K police in Faridabad.
It is suspected that he panicked
after the cover of his module was

blown and the main accused in the
Faridabad module, Muzammil Ah-

mad Ganaie, was arrested. He kept
moving continuously in the car
with explosives. The usual suspect
is Pakistan, but initial investigation
reportedly indicates that the han-
dlers of the Faridabad module were
based in Turkiye and Nangarhar in
Afghanistan, from where they were
communicating with Umar and

other module members. This looks
like another dimension to the jihad-
ist terror in India, but this may not
be completely surprising. The Turk-
ish government, especially under
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, is
actively providing logistical, diplo-
matic, and financial support to vari-
ous terror groups worldwide, a news
report in May said.

Turkiyes National Intelligence
Organisation (MIT) and state-

backed NGOs are accused of
systematically supporting terror
groups, including Jamaat-e-Islami,
Hizbul Mujahideen, and Popular
Front of India (PFI). They have been
specially targeting youth in Kashmir
and Kerala. This is a distinct pos-
sibility because Turkiye has never
concealed its antipathy towards
India. President Erdogan is keen
to present himself as the champion
of Muslims all over the world (but
not in, say, Sudan, where Muslims
are dying in large numbers, and the
killers are also Muslims). If Ankara’s
role in the Red Fort bombing be-
comes clear, New Delhi must react
accordingly. It may have to rethink
its attitude, which at present smacks
of appeasement, towards Ankara.
The point to be emphasized here is

that India should adopt a tough pos-
ture vis-a-vis Turkiye; for too long
we have suffered its misdeeds. Even
if we find no evidence of its involve-
ment in the recent blast, we must
recognise the Armenian Genocide.
In April 1915, Ottoman Turkey be-
gan the mass murder of Armenians,
a Christian minority; it was a long,
meticulously planned operation
that aimed to annihilate an entire
people. Approximately 34 countries,
including the United States and Rus-
sia, recognise the Armenian Geno-
cide; sadly and shockingly, India is

not among them.

Perhaps, it is the suspicion of

Turkish involvement that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah, and other

have not blamed Pakistan for the
outrage. This was despite the loose
talk Pakistan Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif indulged in, accusing
New Delhi of involvement in the re-
cent suicide bombing in Islamabad.
The Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) claimed responsibility for the
suicide blast that killed 12 people.
Sharif nonetheless blames India
Such an abrasive reaction may have
stemmed from anxiety in Pakistan.
At the cessation of recent hostilities,
Modi had made it clear that any ter-
rorist incident would be seen as an
act of war by India. Political and
military authorities in Pakistan,
instead of making bellicose state-
ments, must focus on restraining
the terrorists who try to destabilise
India.

senior government functionaries

Sustaining planet’s natural ecosystems

P

TALKING OF
MANY THINGS
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DR MOHAN KANDA |

NBRIDLED industri-

alisation, in utter disre-
gard to its impact on the at-
mosphere of the greenhouse
gases being emitted from
industrial units, has resulted
in the formation of what is
called the ‘Ozone Hole' in
the stratosphere, paving the
way for harmful ultraviolet
radiation from the sun to
reach the Earths surface,
causing health problems
and damaging ecosystems.

Similarly, use of ground-
water, far in excess of the
requirement continues
unabated, unmindful of the
requirements of future gen-
erations. So much so that
Dr M § Swaminathan, dis-
tinguished agriculture sci-
entist, expressed alarm over
the exploitation of what he
called ‘water sanctuaries,
meant for preservation for
posterity.

Likewise, the wuse of
chemical fertilisers and
pesticides in agriculture is
contaminating, not only the
soil, but also groundwater.
Alternative practices, more
preferable from the point of
view of environmental con-
servation, such as organic
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farming, are yet to catch up
on a large enough scale.
While industry and ag-
riculture, have, no doubt,
to carry on, requisite meas-
ures, for undoing and pre-

venting  the damage to
natural resources, such as
the atmosphere, land and
groundwater, need also to
be taken up purposefully so
that the degradation caused
can be neutralised and pre-
vented to the extent pos-
sible.

Alarmed by the prospect
of doomsday for Earth, ar-
riving sooner than expected,
many farsighted and pub-
lic spirited individuals and
organisations have sprung
into action, to defend and
protect it from the conse-
quences of the mindless ac-
tions of human beings.

There are, for exam-
ple, many Save the Earth
movements, which include
organized groups working
at the global level, such as
‘Greenpeace, ‘Earth Justice,
‘Save Soil Movement, ‘Earth
Day’ and "Earth Hour| dedi-
cated to raising levels of
awareness about the impor-
tance of, and promoting ef-
fort aimed at, environmen-
tal protection.

So far as India is con-
cerned, there is the ‘Chipko
Movement, which began in
India in the 1970s, where
villagers, particularly wom-
en, hug trees to prevent
them from being cut down.
and the ‘Bishnoi Movement;,
an environmental conserva-
tion initiative, founded by
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Concern about the future of planet Earth, and what
alternative plans, if any, can be made to extend
its longevity, have been subjects of discussion for
quite some time now. Apart from measures aimed
at conserving the integrity of the natural resources,
such as land, water, and atmosphere, the
possibility of mankind colonising planets in outer
space has also been receiving serious attention

Guru Jambheshwar, which
began in Rajasthan in the
15th century.

Several individual and
community actions are also
recommended, by environ-
mental activists and experts
in the feld, which focus on
cutting down on waste, by
reusing and recycling ma-
terials like paper, plastic,
and glass, using less water
and saving energy by mak-
ing simple changes at home,
such as using long-lasting
light bulbs.

Sensible and eco-friendly
steps, such as eating more
plant-based meals and re-
ducing food waste can signif-
icantly lower environmental
impact, opting for walking,
biking, or public transport,
instead of driving, or con-
sider switching to an electric
vehicle also are suggested in

this context. Public spirited
individuals can also contrib-
ute to the eflort by promot-
ing reforestation and carbon
capture by planting trees,
choosing sustainable prod-
ucts and avoiding fast food,
to reduce consumption and
waste.

Concern about the future
of planet Earth, and what al-
ternative plans, if any, can be
made to extend its longevity,
have been subjects of discus-
sion for quite some time now.
Apart from measures aimed
at conserving the integrity of
the natural resources, such as
land, water, and atmosphere,
the possibility of mankind
colonising planets in outer
space has also been receiving
serious attention.

“Pale Blue Dot; a brilliant,
and highly imaginative, book,
authored by science fiction

writer Carl Sagan, deals with
several issues relevant in that
context. Tracing the origin of
its title to a famous image of
the planet Earth taken by the
explorer spacecraft, "Voyager
1, the book captures graphi-
cally the insignificance of the
planet, describing it as a tiny
point of light, ‘a mote of dust
suspended in a sunbeam. It
beseeches mankind to rec-
ognise the fact that the planet
is the only home it has and
its insignificant place in the
cosmos makes it that much
more important for the na-
tions and the people of the
world work towards greater
cooperation and mutual re-
spect, eschewing conflict and
pride. It also encourages the
human race to look for viable
and sustainable alternatives
for rehabilitating itself else-
where in outer space. Going
further, it exhorts mankind
to develop new technologies
for interstellar travel with a
view, eventually, to establish-
ing colonies in other worlds
to ensure the survival of the
species.

What is being recom-
mended is certainly not total
inaction, for fear of damag-
ing the integrity of the en-
vironment and degrading
the natural resource base of
the planet. Such an attitude
would be comparable to the
"Zeno paradox, which, if
taken in the literal sense, can
mean that no motion is pos-
sible at all, quite contrary to
day-to-day practical experi-
ence. The idea is that effort
at registering progress must
continue, but with an eye on
its sustainability, from the

point of view of natural re-
source management.

The idea is not to present
a gloomy picture, of a tragic
end facing planet earth in
the near future. If this piece
serves as a timely warning to
stakeholders such as political
leaders, senior administra-
tors, leaders of the scientific
community, captains of in-
dustry, and successful busi-
nessmen, dedicated activists
interested in protecting the
planet and well-meaning
non-government organisa-
tions, it will more than have
served the intended purpose.

And, on an optimistic
note, one must derive con-
solation, if not confidence,
from the fact that, from each
of these categories, there
are enough examples across
countries to leave us with a
feeling of assurance about
the future.

Having said all that, it can
hardly be gainsaid that the
privileged status which the
planet enjoys in the cosmic
scheme of things needs to be
very carefully preserved.

By way of an example,
I would like to refer to the
wonderful work being done,
in substituting jute for plas-
tic, in the use of bags meant
for wrapping divine offerings
by temple authorities. The
organisation is called Prab-
havana, a cooperative society,
entirely comprising women
members, which I have had

the privilege and honour of

being associated with, over
the last several years.

(The writer was formerly

Chief Secretary, Govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh)

Whither caste census? Why it was a non-issue in Bthar elections

SUPRIY RANJAN

Fnr decades, Bihar has been de-
scribed as the laboratory of caste
politics. It was here that the language
of social justice acquired its sharpest
political expression. To study caste
and politics in India without visiting
Bihar is, as scholars often say, to miss
the very grammar of how democracy
negotiates hierarchy.

Bihar’s politics has for long car-
ried the promise that democracy
could turn social subordination into
collective power. Hence, when the
state government decided to under-
take a caste survey, an exercise that
enumerated caste and community
shares in population and resources, it
seemed, for a moment, that the State
was about to close a full circle. When
the numbers were released, they
confirmed what everyone knew: the
overwhelming weight of the back-
ward classes, the narrowness of the
upper-caste elite, and the persistence
of inequality. It felt as if a new round
of the Mandal debate might begin.

And yet, nothing of that sort hap-
pened. Census has all but vanished
from public conversation in this
month’s Assembly elections. In a
state where every talk of governance
or opportunity ends up in caste, it
is striking that an exercise once ex-
pected to unsettle its polity turned

into little more than white noise this
election season.

Limits of redistribution:

Part of the answer lies in the sim-
ple fact that there were no surprises.
The broad social arithmetic was al-
ready common knowledge. The of-
ficial numbers confirmed what every
party strategist and voter already
knew. But the deeper reason lies else-
where, in the slow transformation
of its social structure and political
economy. The violent churn of the
1970s through the early 2000s had
already overturned the feudal order
that once defined caste relations. The
village landlord, the servile labourer,
the caste-based control of land and
labour, all these have largely faded.
The new Bihar is not post-caste, but
where caste is not in its 20th century
avatar, Oppression has become less
visibly direct and more structural.

[nequality now resides in new
spaces — in access to quality educa-
tion, in networks of social capital,
and in the possession of market-
able skills. Upper and middle-caste
households, through cumulative
advantages of education, language,
coaching and networks, have man-
aged to occupy the expanding ranks
of middle-class professions and bu-
reaucracy. The lower castes and Dal-
its, even when politically assertive,
are disproportionately consigned to
low-return circuits of migration and
informal work. In short, the transi-
tion from an agrarian to a migrant
and market economy has shifted the
axes of inequality: from land and pa-
tronage to labour, skills and oppor-
tunity. The proposition for an OBC
reservations for lower castes in jobs
and educational opportunities was
done to redress this structural gap.
However, as the expanse of public
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sector has drastically receded as India
has embraced free market reforms in
the last two decades, reservations in
public sector jobs have faded to the
background of public imagination
and political agendas.

Even if the political will existed,
the institutional space for translat-
ing caste enumeration into material
redistribution has shrunk. Reserva-
tion, the main mechanism of repre-
sentational justice, now covers only a
small portion of the economy. With
the rise of private employment and
the informal sector, most of Bihar’s
youth—especially its migrants—live
outside the reach of any affirmative
action.

For them, the promise of ‘jitni
abaadi, utni hissedari’ sounds hol-
low without a road map to realise the
promise. They know that neither the
state nor the political class has the ca-
pacity to deliver that share. The poli-
tics of redistribution cannot survive
on symbolism alone; it requires cred-
ible pathways of opportunity.

Politics of belonging:
This change in the political
economy of caste has quietly trans-

In theory, the census provides
amoral and political basis for
democratising representation,
for widening the base of
participation by aligning state
power with the real social
composition of Bihar. But
the current political economy
allows little room for such

correction. Representation is

mediated notby demographic

strength butby financial and
organisational capacity

formed the moral meaning of caste
itself. Caste no longer operates as a
vocabulary of injustice; it now func-
tions as an identity of belonging. The
old slogans of dignity, assertion, and
nyay have been replaced by the softer
language of representation and rec-
ognition. The Mandal moment once
promised to democratise power. Its
residue today is a mosaic of smaller
caste outfits, each speaking in the
name of its fragment, each wanting
its slice of the pie. Bihar isaliving ex-
ample of what scholars like Balmurli
Natrajan have called the “culturalisa-
tion of caste’-the conversion of caste
from a structure of inequality into a
badge of cultural identity. This shift
has robbed caste of its earlier politi-
cal potency. Census, in that sense, has

become an act of recognition without
redistribution.

Structural closure:

Even on the recognition side, i.e.an
increase in the number of candidate
selection from EBC castes (which at
present seems most skewed) is hard
to come for given the incessantly
fragmented nature of the category.
Political structure too resists change.

The costs of political entry have risen
steeply, and the routes to political
power are now heavily mediated. A
self-contained circuit where political
capital is constantly recycled through
administrative and economic rent fi-
nances most of politics in Bihar.

In theory, the census provides a
moral and political basis for democ-
ratising representation, for widening
the base of participation by aligning
state power with the real social com-
position of Bihar But the current
political economy allows little room
for such correction. Representation
is mediated not by demographic
strength but by financial and organi-
sational capacity.

Counting without
consequence:

In the end, the story of the caste
census in Bihar is not one of neglect,
but of absorption. It has been nor-
malised into the everyday arithmetic
of politics. Caste has not disappeared;
it has become routine. Elections in
Bihar still run on caste calculations,
but without the moral urgency that
once animated them.

The irony is telling: the state that

first turned caste into a weapon of

transformation now treats it as a
matter of managerial convenience.
Census was supposed to provoke a
reckoning; instead, it has produced
indifference. Until enumeration
is linked to believable policy pro-
grammes and moral imagination,
the caste census will remain what
it is today, a mirror of Bihars social
structure, not a map for its transfor-
mation.

(The writer is an Assistant Profes-

sor at GITAM University, Hyderabad

and associated with the research
organisation Peoples Pulse)

MEDLEY

Measures to go about
‘Ease of doing business’

HIS refers to “Enhance ease of doing business to check

the flight of businesses” (Nov 12). For attracting for-
eign businesses and retaining domestic ones, [ndia must
urgently reform its regulatory and trade frameworks. First,
streamline manufacturing approvals and reduce compli-
ance burdens such as licensing permits; tax filings and au-
dits; and inspection and documentation to make domestic
production more competitive. Second, rationalise tariffs
and import restrictions, especially on critical inputs like
GM corn for ethanol, aligning policy with scientific con-
sensus and climate goals. Third, insulate trade policy from
sectoral and ideological lobbies that distort market access
and innovation--domestic soybean industry, ethanol pro-
ducers, etc. Fourth, improve infrastructure and logistics
to match global standards, enabling smoother export and
supply chain operations. Fifth, ensure trade agreements
like the India—UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), are matched by domestic readiness,
preventing unintended business migration to more agile
economies like the UAE. Finally, foster predictable, trans-
parent governance that builds investor confidence. The
goal must be to make India not just a viable market—but a

preferred manufacturing and innovation hub.
Dr O Prasada Rao, Hyderabad

Check flight of businesses

HIS refers to your editorial "Enhance ease of doing
business to check the flight of businesses’ (Nov 12).
Once considered the most favourable global destinations
for ease of doing business are now turning out to be not so
good owing to numerous factors — ranging from inimical
political climate and one-sided economic considerations
by the host. Preferences for international trade are gov-
erned by long term policies promoted by governments in
power — not focussing on economic advantages alone, but
in a policy of give and take, thus having the capacity to sub-
stantially absorb the product, domestically. The decisions
in terms of policy framework must be handled by erudite
economists and insulating international trade lobbies from
acting as proxies. India is doing the right thing, despite
pressure from the US on certain GM agricultural products
being imported into the country, by not opening the flood-

gates to upset the domestic agricultural interest.
K R Parvathy, Mysuru

The ‘spirit of 1991’ appears passé

HIS is further to your article ‘From warmth to wounds:
The erosion of mutual respect in Indian politics’ (THI
Nov 12). The erosion of mutual respect in politics is a fact
that none can deny. Glory days, values and dignity are all
from a distant past that today only evoke pleasant memo-
ries. We may never revive the ‘spirit of 1991’ People val-
ued their leaders, believed in peaceful coexistence and re-
spected the others” point of view. Perhaps that was the age
of innocence. With new values, people merely follow their

leaders. One should make best out of what we have.
Dr | Bhagyalakshmi, Madanapalle

Allow Karthika vana bhojanalu free of cost

E fervently urge the Andhra Pradesh government to
accord consent and allow people across the state to
utilise parks and other recreational green environs, includ-
ing Bhavani Island, for gatherings, family get-togethers,
traditional feasts and vana bhojanalu, free of cost in this
lunar month (Karthika masam), revered as the most auspi-

cious time to invoke divine blessings.
M Janardhana Rao, Vijayawada-520011

thehansreader@gmail.com

DSK: What’s wrong if Siddaramaiah

continues as CM?

BENGALURU: Asserting that he and Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah are working together unitedly, Karnataka
Deputy CM D K Shivakumar on Wednesday, asked:
“What's wrong if the incumbent continues as the CM?”

Shivakumar, who is also the Congress state unit pres-
ident, was responding to Minister B Z Zameer Ahmed
Khan's recent statement that Shivakumar can become
the Chief Minister of the state, after Siddaramaiah com-
pletes his five-year term in 2028. There have been talks
about the “chief minister change” in the state when the
Congress government reaches the haltway mark of its
five-year term in November, which is being referred to
by some as the “November revolution” “Very happy.
What's wrong? The Chief Minister is there. Let him be.
We are not sad. We are working together. We are all
united and we continue to be united,” Shivakumar told
reporters in response to a question on Khan's statement.
The “chief minister change” talk is based on reported
“power-sharing” agreement involving Siddaramaiah
and Shivakumar.

Responding to a question on Siddaramaiah’s pro-
posed visit to New Delhi on November 15, Shivakumar
said he, too, will be visiting the national capital to par-
ticipate in a programme of Rajya Sabha MP and senior
advocate Kapil Sibal. “I'm also going. Kapil Sibal is my
lawyer. He has represented me at courts both here and
Delhi. He has called me and I'm also going,” he added.

Read moreat
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

DIRECT CASH TRANSFER
SCHEMES FOR WOMEN
ARE A LIBERATING FORCE

—1 HE disbursal of 10,000 as the first instalment of a
Z2-1akh bonanza announced for women by the Nitish
Kumar-led Bihar government has raised eyebrows.
Though the timing of the announcement brought up
rightful questions about vote-bank politics, Bihar is
not the first state to announce direct money transfers for
women before an election. All major parties have resorted
to similar schemes in the name of facilitating self-employ-
ment. In neighbouring Jharkhand, the JMM-Congress
alliance introduced a similar unconditional scheme to
transfer 22,500 a month just before the assembly election
last year. Ditto for Maharashtra, where the BJP-led alli-
ance timed the announcement of the %1,500-a-month Ma-
jhi Ladki Bahin Yojana with the 2024 state polls.

Such schemes have indeed caught a political tailwind in
recent years. A new report by PRS Legislative Research
shows that as many as 12 states will collectively spend a
whopping %1.68 lakh crore on unconditional cash transfers
to women in 2025-26—up from just two states implementing
such programmes three years ago. The Supreme Court has
expressed concerns over the timing of such schemes.

It’s also true that these schemes put enormous pressure
on the state coffers. The PRS report points out that of the
dozen states with such transfer schemes, six have projected
revenue deficits this financial year. There is no doubt these
schemes must be run prudently and be delinked from elec-
tions. However, in the long run, unconditional cash trans-
fers have a huge liberating impact on women, who continue
to face patriarchy and oppression. The International La-
bour Organization has highlighted that women worldwide
continue to earn a fifth less than men on average for the
same jobs—all while performing three-quarters of unpaid
care work, too. Many studies have shown cash transfers im-
prove households’ nutritional security, enhance empower-
ment, increase voter turnouts, and reduce dependence on
usurious moneylenders. Thus the schemes must be sup-
ported one way or another. One way to take off the political
edge that devolves on parties announcing such schemes
could be for them to morph into a universal basic income
aimed at half the population in all states. For that, new fis-
cal calculations will surely have to be drawn up.

VOTE ON CLIMATE ACTION
BEST WAY TO CLEARSMOG

— OR the first time in India, hundreds of citizens gath-
ered on Sunday to protest the national capital’s dan-
— gerously polluted air. It followed weeks when the
lung-clogging particulate matter hovering over Delhi
reached levels 20-30 times higher than the World
Health Organization’s safe limit. The smog thickened af-
ter the protest. On Tuesday, it was declared ‘severe’—the
most alarming of the six categories recognised by the
Central Pollution Control Board. The next day, Delhi and
three nearby towns were the only four among 249 urban
centres where every monitor continued to flash red. Un-
der the emergency measures in place since 2020, schools
have switched to hybrid classes, vehicle use has been re-
stricted, and non-essential construction suspended.

A decade ago, the horizon had looked brighter. India had
negotiated the hard-wrought Paris Agreement to cap emis-
sions, announced the Solar Alliance, and set ambitious
clean-energy targets. Yet, action since then has not matched
the ambition. This year, India’s total renewable capacity
touched 220.1 gigawatts—commendable progress in drawing
half its power from non-fossil sources. But consider this:
China added 277 GW of solar capacity in 2024 alone. On the
other side of the planet, delegates at COP30 in Brazil’s Beléem
were reminded of the scale of the crisis when torrential
rains flooded the very venue of the climate summit.

Meanwhile, in Delhi, the state pollution control commit-
tee’s X handle retweeted recent Air Quality Index readings
when the city was merely ‘very poor’—on a scale artificially
capped at 500, rendering the numbers globally incomparable.
It is impossible to glimpse a clearer future through the opac-
ity of an official machinery that seems to have given up, con-
tent to pull levers of a clearly inadequate control system.

On Sunday, it was heartening to see that most of the protes-
tors were young—as if pointing an accusatory finger at the
indifference of older generations who have clouded their
future. Weighing votes by climate action may be the most
effective way to clear the smog of incompetence. If it draws
more young voters to the booth, the politics of some of the
world’s most polluted cities could finally begin to change.

“quick Tae |
AN ETHICAL TEST

T’S an Andrew moment for Trump. Messages released

by Democratic lawmakers on Wednesday show that the

US president not only knew convicted child trafficker
Jeffrey Epstein well, but that he had spent considerable
time with one of his victims too. For Andrew, it took
years for the British establishment to move from revela-
tion to the action of stripping him of public roles. Now,
this will be the biggest litmus test facing the US Con-
gress, which is set to reopen soon. If the revelations are
extended, there are likely to be tolls on the other side of
the aisle too. It will put to rest years of speculation and
give standup comedians months of talking points. But
first, it will be a test of political ethics.

L A s S o e e e e e R e b e B

OR nearly a decade and a hallf,
India’s cities have felt secure—
calm streets, crowded metros,
and a quiet faith in the invisible
shield of our intelligence and
police networks. The explosion
outside Red Fort metro station
in New Delhi will shake that sense of
safety. Whether it was an intended terror
act or an accidental detonation, the intent
behind it was unmistakable—to harm In-
dians, and thereby, India’s confidence.

The incident must not be viewed mere-
ly as an isolated tragedy, but as a symp-
tom of a deeper malaise. It signals the
quiet resurgence of ideological extrem-
ism in India’s urban underbelly—a phe-
nomenon that haslong simmered beneath
the surface, particularly in parts of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, but has now seeped into
the social fabric of several metropolitan
centres. No longer limited to remote val-
leys or border districts, it is travelling
through cities, universities, prayer
groups, and online echo chambers.

The unchecked spread of extremist
ideology is today the most dangerous mul-
tiplier of terrorism. While our security
forces and intelligence agencies have done
exemplary work in shrinking the number
of active terrorists in J&K and in curbing
infiltration from across the Line of Control,
radicalism has not been subdued. It doesn’t
manifest daily, yet it builds the invisible
scaffolding on which terror networks
stand—those of sympathisers, financiers,
propagandists and facilitators who blur
the line between faith and fanaticism.

The difficulty is conceptual as much as
operational. Around the world, nations
have struggled to draw the line between
religiosity and radicalism. Deradicalisa-
tion programmes, from Europe to South-
east Asia, show uneven results because
the process requires theological engage-
ment, psychological counselling, and
community partnership. India faces this
challenge acutely because its diversity
makes any single approach inadequate.

Over the past 15 years, India’s intelli-
gence and police services have kept terror
geographically confined to J&K. Their
record in preventing large-scale attacks in
urban India is outstanding. Yet, sleeper
cells have quietly rebuilt themselves in the
shadows—from Bengaluru and Hydera-
bad to Lucknow and Delhi. These are not
the crude, cell-phone-wielding modules of
the past; they are educated, white-collared,
networked, ideologically-wired, and often
hidden behind respectable professional
identities. That a group of doctors could
turn radical despite their education in
India’s premier institutions reveals the
scale and subtlety of the challenge.

THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

The spread of extremist ideology through urban echo chambers
doesn’t need instigation from across the border. Inclusion, dialogue
and community engagement are as important as curbing infiltration

BEYOND THE BLAST:
THE URBAN FACE
OF EXTREMISM

LT GEN SYED ATA
HASNAIN (RETD)

The radicalisation of professionals is
not new. In the Islamic State’s early years,
engineers, medics and graduates from Eu-
rope and West Asia joined its ranks in
what analysts called ‘nihilistic seduc-
tion’—a search for purpose through de-
struction. India was largely spared that
wave; only a few Indians travelled to Syria
or Iraq, reaffirming our social cohesion.
But that belief is shaken when a qualified
Delhi doctor, reportedly with extremist
leanings, drives into a crowded road junc-
tion with explosives. Even if intent is un-
clear, the pattern is deeply unsettling.

The challenge lies not only in ideology
but in ecosystems. Terrorism endures
through networks of finance, narcotics,
media and over-ground workers. India
has curbed many of these—the National
Investigation Agency’s crackdown on
funding and crossborder flows has
choked resources. Yet, ideological net-
works of preachers and influencers re-

Former Commander, Srinagar-based 15 Corps;
Chancellor, Central University of Kashmir

SOURAV ROY

main a grey zone, operating within the
thin legality of religious expression and
using sermons and social media to qui-
etly shape vulnerable minds.

Some of these networks have found new
soil in India’s cities, where anonymity and
mobility allow radical ideas to thrive un-
noticed. This is where the danger multi-
plies. Urban radicalisation does not require
direct instruction from across the border;
it grows locally, often through grievance
narratives amplified online. The conver-
gence of faith-based grievance, political
polarisation, and online propaganda makes
deradicalisation extraordinarily complex.

We must also acknowledge the changing
demographic of extremist sympathisers.
They are younger, better educated, and
more connected to global currents of re-
sentment. In Kashmir, years of exposure
to both conflict and counter-insurgency
have hardened perspectives. Yet, in cities
outside the valley, radicalisation stems

Terrorists may end up like the man who,
having won a great many tokens at the
roulette table, is surprised when the casino
tells him his winnings cannot be cashed

Amir
| Taheri

less from personal experience of conflict
and more from digital proximity—the con-
sumption of global Islamist content that
repackages victimhood as virtue.

In this context, India’s success in opera-
tional counter-terrorism—the neutralisa-
tion of thousands of terrorists, the con-
tainment of infiltration, the establishment
of a robust grid—cannot automatically
translate into success against radicalism.
Bullets and barricades cannot penetrate
ideas. This calls for a dual approach:
technology to monitor and pre-empt, and
community engagement to heal and per-
suade. The role of the moderate and na-
tionalist clergy is invaluable in this.

The experience of nations such as Sin-
gapore offers useful lessons. There, a net-
work of moderate clerics and community
leaders has been mobilised to interpret
Islamic teachings within a modern, plural
framework, providing credible alterna-
tives to extremist narratives. India, with
its vast and diverse Muslim population,
must craft its own model—one that draws
upon the wisdom of friendly and patriotic
religious scholars who can bridge the
divide between faith and state. Such en-
gagement cannot be cosmetic; it must be
structured, resourced and sustained.

A worrying trend is the possible re-
turn of suicide terrorism to India’s dis-
course. While ‘fedayeen’ gun attacks have
occurred in J&K since the 1990s, true sui-
cide bombings—where the body becomes
the weapon—have been rare and alien to
India’s psyche. Pakistan’s tribal belt and
Afghanistan normalised them, but if the
Red Fort blast involved self-sacrifice, it
marks a psychological shift. Cultivated
through ideological grooming that glori-
fies death, such acts demand introspec-
tion. Technology can detect explosives,
but only social resilience and under-
standing—through research, digital lit-
eracy and inclusive dialogue—can truly
Immunise minds against extremism.
The lesson is simple but urgent; terror
feeds on exclusion. The answer to its ap-
peal lies in inclusion, dialogue, and op-
portunity. No community should feel tar-
geted; no faith should feel besieged.
India’s pluralism is its ultimate shield.

Urban India today stands at an inflec-
tion point. The security grid that has pro-
tected it for fifteen years will need aug-
mentation with psychological insight and
social intelligence. Technology can dis-
rupt a plot, but only empathy can prevent
one. As Delhi recovers from its night of
fear, it must remind the nation that vigi-
lance is not the task of the government
alone—it is the collective duty of society.

(Views are personal)
(atahasnain@gmail.com)

WHEN THE SKY RAINS FIRE

N Sky Alert! What Happens
When Satellites Fail (2013), Les
Johnson had written about sat-
ellites being brought down by
orbital debris, solar storms and
war. In his 2021 novel Out of
Sight, Martin Granger wrote
about rogue orbital junk colliding with
geosynchronous satellites—such as the
GPS network that orbits at about 20,000
km-—and sending them crashing down
to Earth. Both the nonfiction and fic-
tional prognoses were brutal: in the
collision chain reaction, GPS would be
disabled, resource and environmental
monitoring lost, flights would crash,
spysats and military recon would die,
and satellite telescopes blinded.

The domain of science fiction and
somewhat outré intellectual maunder-
ing a quarter-century ago, no longer is
a cascading satellite-collision event con-
sidered improbable. In the third week
of October, a piece of smoking space
junk landed in the desert on an access
road to a mine in the Pilbara region of
Western Australia, and reignited slow-
burn concerns that the Kessler Syn-
drome, which all space scientists fear,
had become not an ‘if’, but a ‘when’.

It is a near-mantra in catastrophology
that there is a wait period of roughly
half-a-century before theory becomes
fact. Nasa scientists Donald Kessler and
Burton Cour-Palais proposed the Kes-
sler Syndrome theory in 1978: that over-
crowding in low Earth orbit—=800-2,000
km in space, where most satellites are
parked—could start a domino effect
of collisions with cataclysmic impacts.
In a sense, it is time for the theory to
show its teeth. And it has.

As of 2022, there were an estimated
15,100 metric tonnes of space debris shoot-
ing round Earth—54,000 pieces 10 cm in
length and longer (about 9,300 of them
with active payloads), 1.2 million 1-10 cm
in size, and more than 140 million from 1
mm to 1 cm. The ones less than a centime-
tre were considered technically impossi-
ble to track—until the Pilbara piece
crashlanded. It was 150 cm in diameter,
and should have been visible, but wasn’t.

The space archaeologist Alice Gor-
man, author of the 2019 book Dr Space
Junk vs the Universe said, “There was no
indication it was going to re-enter right
now so people weren’t expecting it—
when I went to look for re-entry predic-
tions I couldn’t find anything, which is
an indication of the suddenness of it.”

According to the US Aerospace Cor-

KAJAL BASU

poration, a space object catalogue or
satellite catalogue is maintained by
Joint Combined Space Operations
Center (CSpOC) at Vandenberg Air
Force Base, part of the US Strategic
Command. One of CSpOC’s missions is
to detect, track, and identify all objects
in Earth orbit in addition to monitor-
ing the International Space Station and
other Nasa satellites for collisions.

For a long time, scientists such as
Nasa’s Donald Kessler have feared

a cataclysmic chain reaction caused

e by overcrowding of space debris in
Earth’s orbit. The recent crash of

smoking satellite junk in Western
Australia might just be an early
warning of what’s to come

Also located at Vandenberg Air Force
Base is the US Air Force’s 18th Space
Control Squadron, which operates the
Space Surveillance Network, which over-
sees radar and optical sensors at various
sites around the world. These sensors
observe and track objects that are larger
than a softball in low Earth orbit (LEO)
and basketball-sized objects or larger, in
higher, geosynchronous orbits. The sen-
sors can determine which orbit the ob-
jects are in, and that information is used
to predict close approaches, reentries
and the probability of a collision.”

In the event, CSpOC missed the Pilbara
spacejunk altogether, raising questions
about not only the efficacy of its panopti-
cal claims but also about whether it is
possible to track space debris individu-
ally in a sky full of them like confetti.
The Aerospace Corporation says that the

Veteran journalist

“US military is currently tracking about
20,000 objects and has cataloged more
than 40,000 objects over the years”. This
means that the US military is currently
tracking 0.014 percent of space debris,
most but hardly all too tiny to be tracked.
It’s like playing catch while blindfolded.
The European Space Agency’s Space En-
vironment Report 2025 says that “intact
satellites or rocket bodies are now re-en-
tering the Earth atmosphere on average
more than three times a day”.

Tipping Points of Space Debris in Low
Earth Orbit, a paper published in the
International Journal of the Commonsin
January 2024, says, “Over the past dec-
ade, the annual number of recorded re-
entries has dramatically increased, aver-
aging around 300 yearly re-entries from
2012 to 2019 and then growing to nearly
2000 yearly re-entries in 2021 to 2023.”

Gorman speculated that the Pilbara
spacejunk could be the end-stage from a
Chinese Jielong-3 rocket launched in
late September. A paper presented at the
International Astronautical Congress in
Sydney in early October states that 88
percent of “the 50 most concerning piec-
es of space junk in low Earth orbit”
were rocket bodies. But while the origin
of the debris remains speculation—an
investigation by the Australian Space
Agency could take months—the Chinese
National Space Agency reached out to
Nasa “over a manoeuvre to prevent a
possible collision between satellites”.

‘Nearspace’ has, according to the
Space Debris User Portal, about 15,860
satellites, 12,900 of them functioning as
of October 21. At the current rate of
rocket launches—258 in 2024 (the maxi-
mum in any year since the first launch
in 1957), with the US leading with 145
launches—the end of this decade could
see about 70,000 active satellites at alti-
tudes below 2,000 km.

“If space debris is not stabilised in
the relative near-term,” says the IJC
paper, “any deferred efforts to clean
LEO or reduce active missions will only
grant a few additional decades.”

Imagine the sky afire with raining
debris. (Views are personal)

(kajalrbasu@gmail.com)
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Doc links

Ref: Pulwama doctor in the middle of the
‘car bomb’ (Nov 12). It was disheartening to
read about the involvement of doctors in the
tragedy. People may be quick to point fingers
at a community, but it need not to be so. The
right intent must be investigated and any
unverified link to religion should be avoided.
Amrose, Thiruvananthapuram

White-collar criminals

Ref: Conspirators won’t be spared: PM

(Nov 12). The blast exposes not only a
security failure but also the silent hand of
white-collar terror—those who finance, plan,
and justify violence from behind corporate
or political desks. While the frontline
perpetrators face the law, the elite enablers
remain untouched. True justice demands
tracing this invisible network.

Eldho Thankachan, Ernakulam

Democratic confidence

Ref: ECI must address trust deficit (Nov
12). The Election Commission’s credibility
is central to India’s democracy, and even

a hint of bias can weaken public faith.
Instead of dismissing allegations, the ECI
should proactively share verified data and
clarify anomalies. Transparency, timely
communication, and visible accountability
alone can restore confidence.

Abbharna Barathi, Chennai

Premature calls

Ref: #RIPPrematureObits (Nov 12). The
insensitive declaration of VIP deaths before
time is mischievous. The media—both
social and conventional—is a race to break
news, sometimes even before an event’s
occurrence. Sheer callousness is responsible
for these attempts to garner attention.
Rajarao Kumar, Bengaluru

UN funding

Ref: Next in Trump’s crosshairs (Nov 12).
While the US president can have a direct
bearing on American foreign policy and
delay payments, any significant change to
the US’s involvement in UN funding requires
congressional approval through legislation.
Such a move requires significant bipartisan
support, which is not guaranteed.

N Rama Rao, Chennai

Helping claimants

Ref: For due diligence on PF dues (Nov

12). Approving settlements of unclaimed
assets requires an engrained humanitarian
approach. The present staff strength in
Indian institutions is inadequate, added
with rare monitoring and follow-ups. Simple
manual procedures should be followed.

VR Ganesan, Chennai
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Abloton India

Disrespect for diversity a worrying trend

in diversity —is that a lived reality in
India or just a mirage? The Supreme Court
has expressed concern over Indian citizens
being targeted by their compatriots
because of cultural and racial differences.
Two students from Kerala were allegedly assaulted by
local residents and the police in New Delhi on Septem-
ber 24; accused of theft, they were also forced to speak
Hindi and ridiculed for wearing a lungifmundu — a tra-
ditional attire of their state. Sadly, the incident has not
triggered outrage across the country, in stark contrast to
the furore witnessed whenever Indians are subjected to
racial abuse and violence in the West.

Thecourt mentioned this dishirbing episodewhile hear-
ing a petition that was filed a decade ago following a series
of attacks on people from the Nartheast in the national cap-
ital. A glaring case was that of Nido Tania_a student from
Arunachal Pradesh — he had died in 2014 after a fight with
shopkeepers who had mocked his hairstyle. Onthe court’s
directions, the Centre had formed a monitoring commifiee
todeal with cases of hate crime and racial discarimination as
well as vioklence, However, the petitioner has claimed that
the panel, which is mandated to hold meetings on a quarter-
Iy basis, has met only 14 times in nine years. This sums up
the government's half-hearted appmach towards curbing
the menace and promoting pharalism,

Earlier this year, Kashmiri students and traders faced
threats in several parts of the country after the Pahal-
gam terror attack. Treating fellow Indians like outsiders
ar fraitors on one pretestt or another is a trend that bodes
ill for our democracy and secular fabric. “We are one
country,” the apex court has rightly said. This simple yet
profound truth should be imbibed by every Indian, ris-
ing above all kinds of differences. A nation that consid-
ers Vasudhaiva Kutwmbakam (the world is one family)
as its guiding principle should first ensure that all Indi-
ans live together in peace and harmony.

HPSsjoblessness

It reflects fault lines of the state’s economy

CHAL Pradesh, often praised for its
high hteracy and human development
indices, nowfaces a grim paradox — onein
every three young persons is umemployed.
The latest Periodic Labour Force Survey

(PLFS) puts the youth unemployment rate (ages 15-29)
at astaggering 33.9 per cent, up from 29.6 per cent in the
April-June 2025 quarter. In contrast, Punjab'srate eased
to 18.9 per cent, Harvana's dipped shghtly to 154 per
cent, while the all-India average stood at 14 8 per cent.
The hill state's joblessness 1s not new, but its scale
hasbecome alarming. Behind the bleak figures lie struc-
tural imbalances: a Imited industrial base, seasonal
tourism and a disproportionate dependence on agricul-
ture and government employment. The state's educat-
ed youth, many of them degree-holders, shun low-pay-
mg private sector work and await elusive government
vacancies. As a result, thousands of qualified applicants
compete for a handful of posts, while others migrate in
search of work. The gender gap is equally stark. Unem-
ployment among educated women remains far higher
than among men, reflecting both social norms and the
lack of suitable job opportunities. In rural areas too,
mechanisation and shrinking farm sizes have reduced
mnformal work options, swelling theranks ofthe jobless.
The state government cannot afford to remain compla-
cent, It must move beyond recruitment promises and chart
acomprehensive employment strategy. Expanding small-
seale manufacturing, agri-processing and eco-tourism can
help absorb educated youth. Equally cruaal is aligning skill
traming with market demand, promoting start-ups and
incentivising private sector participation in hillfnendly
mndustries such as renewable energy and food-processing,
Himachal's high literacy 15 an asset, but without jobs, it
risks becoming a source of frustration and migration. The
growing army of jobless youth should serve as a warning.
Development must not only educate but also employ

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

Che Tribune.

LAHORE, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1925

PM Baldwin's speech

THE growing interest of British Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin
in India would undoubtedly be welcome if there were evidence
that he was taking some pains to study the Indian point of view
and the Indian side of questions. There was no evidence of such
study in his Aberdeen speech. There is just as hittle evidence of it
in his speech at the Lord Mayor's Show; inwhich India fipured far
maore promirently than inany previou s speech by the present Pre-
rmier. Of course, therewas a good wond for the first elected Presi-
dent ofthe Legislative Assembly. “T read with particular pleasure,”
Baldwin said, “some observations of the new Speaker upon tak-
ing theoffice towhich he has recently suceeeded Hitherto a stong
party man, he expounded the duties and responsibilities of his
officein language which would not be unworthy of aPedl oran Ull-
swater"” This 1s high praise, and it 15 perfectly well deserved. But it
required no deep study of Indian questions and no familianty with
the Indian point of view to bestowthis praise on Vithalbhai Patel's
first speech in the Assembly after his election as President. Patel's
speech was commented upon in appredative, even eulogistic
terms, by leading Bntish joumals, inchuding The Times, and Bald-
win need not have read anvthing more than those comments 1in
order to form or express the opinion he did. Inany case, it gave no
indication of Baldwin's mtentions in refard to India. For such indi-
cation we must go toother passages in the speech; and they dear-
by showthat Baldwin has no mind of his own in regard to India, but
15 merely a gramophone of Lord Reading and Lord Birkenhead.
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Let’s shut the door on polHime ‘tourism’

The law of ordinary residence should not be stretched for the sake of electoral convenience

FORMER CHIEF ELECTION
COMMISSIONER OF INDIA

LLEGATIONS have
surfaced that thou-
sands of voters trav-
elled from Delhi,

arvana and other
states to get themselves regis-
tered mm Bihar and cast their
vote, One widely quoted exam-
ple is that of a Delthi University
professor who reportedly got his
name deleted from Delhi'selec-
toral roll and pgot himself
enrolled in Bihar to vote. If the
allegations are true, this prae-
tice 15 unlawful.

India’s electoral law draws a
bright, simple line: you may
register only where vou are
‘ordinarily resident’. Owning a
house, nostalgia for vour native
village or a brief pre-poll stay
do not qualify. Ordinary resi-
dence 15 about where you actu-
ally hve your life,

Under Section 19 of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act, 1950, a
person is entitled to be enmlled
only in the constituency where he
or she is ‘ordinanly resident’. Sec-
tions 17 and 18 add two non-nego-
tiables: you cannot be registered
in more than one constituency,
and you cannot be registered
more than once in the same con-
stituency. Section 20 explains
what ‘ordinarily resident’ means
and. crnacially, makes it clear that
mere ownership of property does
not confer residence.

Ordinary residence is a fact-
based, continuous living test —
where you habitually stay and
intend to remain; temporary
abzencesdo not break it. Finally,
Section 31 makes false state-
ments in connection with melu-
sion or deletion (for example,

ment elsewhere while filing fora
new one) a oriminal offence,
punishable with imprisonment
up to one yvear, or fine, or both.
Though the statute doesn't
mention the ‘six-month rule’,
the test is ordinary residence,
assessed on facts — not an arbi-
trary calendar count. Second, a
temporary absence for work or
travel does not cost you vour
vote at your usual address; you
don't lose it because vou were
away for a few weeks, and you
don't gain it because yvou arrived
Just before polling. The Election
Commission of India has abways
mterpreted ‘normally resident’
as a six-month period. It appears
in operational templates used by
Electoral Repistration Officers
(EROs) while issuing show-
cause notices before deletion.
The ERO Handbook includesa
model notice for cases where a
person appears to have shifted:
“Whereas, it has been reported to
the undersigned that you have
been found absent from the
place of yvour ordinary residence
as given in the electoral roll for
the last more than six months, It
15, therefore, presumed that vou
have ceased to be ord marily res-
ient in the constituency at the
above-mentioned address.”

RIGHT TO VOTE : Bona fide movers should be separated from tactical shifters. rReute

Youvote where you
live. Not where your
ancestral house stands
locked, not where
your party wants you
for aweek, not where
itis convenient on
polling day.

If wvoters were bussed in,
enmlled on tenuous claims and
plan to reenrol in Delhi or
Haryana, that is not migmtion; it
15 misrepresentation. It defeats
the very purpose of constituency
representation, which s to
reflect the will ofthose who ordi-
nanly reside in that community
—maknguseof its schools, hos-
pitals, water supply. roads and
policing — and who bear the con-
sequendces of local governance.

The answer 15 not to make
enrolment harder for workers
and students. It is to separate
bona fide movers from tactical
shifters, and to act firmly where
deception is clear. There are
five practical steps:

(1} The law already permits
inquiry and deletion when a per-
son has ceased to be ordinanly
resident — after a notice and a
hearing. Booth-level officers
(BLOs) should record neigh-
bours' statements, verify oocu-
pancy and submit signed
reports; EROs must apply their
mind to each case.

(2} Cross-state deduphcation:
Configure ERO-Net to automati-
cally flag Form 6 applications
from persons who were enmlled
i another state in the recent past;
seek stronger proof (recent rent
agreements, employmenteduca-
tion certificates, utiity bills)
before admitting such cases. This
is not a barrer; it is a threshold of
credibility where nisk 1shigh.

(3) Use the ariminal deterrent —
spanngly but visibly. Filing Form
Bwith a knowinghy false declara-
tion (I am not enmlled else-
where") 15 an offence under Sec-
tion 31 of the Act. A handful of
well-chosen prosecutions will do
more than a thousand wamings.
The aim i1s not mass punish-
ment; it's clear consequences for
deliberate misrepresentation.

(4) Audit after the election. Ran-
domly sample “new electors” in
sensitive areas three months
after poling. If a pattern

emerges — many are no longer
present and never were — that 1s
actionable evidence, not mmour,
{5) Protect the genuine mover.
Eeep flexable documentation
options (self-attested residence,
employer or nstitution certifi-
cates) paired with BLO verifica-
tion, so that poor, informal and
mobile citizens are not excluded.

What of the much-discussed
professor? If he truly ceased to be
ordinarily mesident in  Delha,
moved to Bihar and actually Inves
there, his registration in Bihar
would be lawful (and it should be
deleted in Delhi). If he did not so
move — and merely got it deeted
n Delhi, enmlled in Bihar to vote
and plans to restore himself asa
voter in Delhi—that is a teadbook
case for mquiry, deletion and
prosecution. The point is not to
sensationalise one case, but to
defend a dear pnnaple through
case-by-case, reasoned orders.

I have often said that the elec-
toral roll is the soft underbelly of
ourdemocracy. It mustbe protect-
ed by deaning it not by cleansing
the electormte. If the allegations
regarding Bihar are true, they
should be investigated — with
notices, hearings and speaking
orders. When misrepresentation
18 proven, delete and prosecute.
Equally, pgenuine  internal
migrants must not be harassed;
they are citizens, not suspects.

In the end the rile is simple
enough tobe summed upin ashort
sentence: You vote where vou bve,
Not where vour ancestral house
standslocked, not where your party
wants you for a week not where it
s convendent on polling day. Onds-
nary residence is elastic enough to
include students, seasonal workers
and the homeless, but it is not a
nibber band to be stretched for
electoral convenience

Electoral tourism’ may make
for clever videns, but it makes for
bad democracy Let's shutthe door
on it — firmby, lawfully and faidy —
by msising on the law's red lne
and the handbook's due process:
That is how we protect the roll, the
vote and the dignity of the voter

suppressing an existing enml-

i !!

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

[n an election, one needs both hope and audacity. — Francois Hollande

The unsungart
ofwaiting

ing a vehicle that never quite came on time. Waiting, 1

realise, 15 an art form rarely celebrated; it has no mterna-
tional day, no monument, no viral hashtag. Yet everymoming,
millions of us pradtse it —quietly, without applause — attraf-
fic hghts, in queues, and in hife itself.

Most mornings, there are at least four other persons with
me. We are a mismatched company: the impatient college
student tapping her phone screen, the retiree scanning the
street with the vigilance of a sentry, and the shop clerk sip-
ping tea from a steel tumbler I am the observer —an acaden-
tal collector of other people’s fidgeting.

Eye contact is rare, vet we invent camaraderse through sighs,
foot shuffles and the occasional shared glanee that says: “We
are in this together, against the buses.”

I once witnessed a remarkable scene: a man, briefease in
hand, walked ahead to the edge of the road and looked
down, asif his glare alone could summon the great chariot
of local transport. When nothing arrived but more dust and
a stray dog, he shrugged, smiled at me and said, *In this
country, punctuality is a rumour.” We laughed, and for a sec-
ond, the waiting felt ke a choice, It is curious how humour
often arrives before the bus does.

Owvertime, I began to notice how waiting stretches perception.
The minutes seem longer, but the mind grows quieter The
world, stnpped of urgency, reveals its forgotten details — a flut-
tering newspaper page, a child's laughter from across the street,
the fragrance of frying pakoras emanating from a nearby stall.

There are mornings when the bus 1s late bevond all logic, and
ritation simmers like invisible heat, Waiting teaches humility;
it reminds us we are not always the authors of our schedules.

Onee, during the monsoon, the bus took so long thatthe sky
changed monds twice — sunshine, drizzle, then a downpour
None ofus moved. We shared a collective umbrella of patience,
and when the first drops touched our faces, the old man start-
ed humming a Kishore Kumar song. It was off-key, but oddly
comforting. For those few minutes, time didn't matter; what
mattered was the shared shelter of human endurance,

There 1s a strange, almost uplifting freedom inwaiting. With
nothing to do and nowhere to go — at least not immediately —
life pauses and the world offers its smallest spectacles: a spar-
row pecking at a samosa crumb, a gust of wind scattermg
newspapers, a stmnger's random smile. The dock’s tyranny
loosens its gnp; we become, however briefly, timeless.

Eventually, the bus always arrives. Sometimes, miraculous-
ly early; mostly, fashionably late. The odd fraternity at the
bus stop breaks apart as we climb in, each of us suddenly
remembering our own destinations. Faces that had silently
shared time now turn away to the windows. And vet, some-
where within, a quiet part of me keeps watting — not for the
bus. but for that stillness to return.

IT started at the bus stop, under a peeling old sign promis-

LETTERSTO THE EDITOR

Leaming religious tolerance
Refer to ‘The Guru gave his all for freedom
of faith'; the write-up beautifully captures
the eternal message of Guru  Tegh
Bahadur's unparalleled sacrifice for safe-
guarding human dignity, spiritual liberty
and the right to practise one’s faith without
fear The author's contextual narration
linking the Guru's martyrdom with con-
temporary 1ssues of intolerance and reli-
gious freedom makes the article particular-
Iy relevant and thought-provoking. At a
time when societies across the globe face
growing polarisation, such reflections serve
as a moral compass.

PARVINDER SINGH, CHANDIGARH

Prioritising profit over people
Apropos of “Al and capitalism are killing
the middle class’; the middle class, once a
symbol of stability, education and aspira-
tion, 15 now strugpgling to stay afloat in a
systemn that prioritises profit over people.
The unsettling reality is that even white-
collar jobs., once considered secure, are
now threatened by algorithms, The rapid
automation of decision-making, from
classrooms to hospitals, 15 gradually
replacing human jud gment with data-driv-
en intelligence. Education systems too,
risk producing machine-compatible minds
instead of ecreative thinkers. True develop-
ment lies in using Al to augment human
potential, not to replace it —ensuring that
innovation walks hand in hand with com-
passion and conscience.

ASHOK SINGH GULERIA, HAMIR PUR

Changing footprint of terrorism
Refer to *Terror alert’; it has become olear that
terrorism's ever-shifting footprint has become:
a persistent challenge for India’s secunty
apencies. Such incidents threaten public safe-
tv and confidence, which are very important
for fulfilling India’s ambitious goals. With
around 3,000 kg of explosives recovered, con-
spirators were aiming at a much bigger
assault. Besides investigating agencies, the
common man must also be cautious and
report any kind of untoward or suspicious
activity to the police. There shouldn't be any
politics by the government or the Opposition
either, which can do more harm than good.
PLSINGH, BY EMAIL

Swift action by security agencies
Refer to ‘Terror alert’; the blast that
oceurred in a car near the Red Fort Metro
Station is being said to be aceidental, since
the actual target was some crowded place.
There may have been an intelligence fail-
ure, but the Delhi Police and other securi-
ty agencies should be commended for act-
ing swiftly and rounding up the suspects
within 24 hours. However, the mvohement
of some doctors in the Delhi car blast case
has tarnished the medical profession. Oth-
er professions can also come under suspi-
cion if this trend continues.

WG CDR CL SEHGAL (RETD), JALANDHAR

Shoddy investigation
Refer to *Nithari acquittal’; it 15 tragic that
even after almost two decades, the killer of 16
children has still not faced the gallows, As
India's most abhorred serial killer, Surendra
Koli, would walk free after spending 19 years
in jail, thanks to a shoddy investigation first
by the UP police and later by the CBL And
shockingly, it is not the first time when vie-
tims' families did not get any dosure:
Aarushi Talwar case is another example. A
key lesson from the acquittalof Pandher and
Kaoli is that presecutors must point out evi-
dence shortfalls at the investigation stape
itself The laxity on the part of the mvestiga-
tion agenaes is mexcusable.

BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

AIR still entertaining people
Apropos of When radio ruled theroost”, All India
Radiowas like a mooster who used to medodiously
wake up the family and remained a companion
for the whele day entertaiming, educating, updat-
ing and most importantly, evoking nationahism.
It still does the same but in today's fast pace of
life, people have no time. The younger genera-
tion is more indined towards pandering to its
own interests. However, besides the evergreen
Vivndh Bharti, news 15 another part of the pub-
lic bmoadeaster which is still very popular
amongst people of a certain age group. For
those who do not oan a tansistor, the ATR app
inmobile phones is handy. Come what may, the
All India Radio with its motto ‘Bahwan hitapa,
bahwian sukchaya’ (for the happiness of many, for
the welfare of many) will keep reverberating in
the hearts of millions of Indians as ‘Akashoani’ .
RAJESH CHANDER BALI, JALANDHAR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 2004word limit.
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mall to: Letiers@tribunemall.com
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White-collar terror is now an Inescapable reality

LT GEN SK SAINI (RETD)
FORMER VICE CHIEF

OF ARMY STAFF
N the evening of
November 10,
New Ddhi was
rocked by a pow-
erful explosion
that tore through a
Hyurndat 120 near the bustling
Red Fort Metro Station, Thir-
teen people were left dead and
over 20 injured — the shattered
glass and charred vehicles tes-

tified to the brutality of the
attack. Initially, the investiga-
tion was mired in disbdief —
there were no clear signs of
traditional  explosives: no
wires, no shrapnel and no
immediate forensic dues.

As  mvestipators  sifted
through the remains, a chill-
ing pattern emerged: the
spectre of terronsm was once
agamn at Delhi's doorstep,
after more than a decade.

Security  agencies have
identified a prime suspect, a
doctor from Pubwvama (Kash-
mir), believed to be part of a
sophisticated termor module.
Reports supggest that Dr
Umar Mohammed was work-
ing at Government Medical

College, Anantnag, where his
services were terminated due
to medical neglipence.
Reportedly, after his expul-
sion, he joined the Al-Falah
School of Medical Science
and Research Centre at
Faridabad in 2023.

Emerping evidence tes
this white-collar terror mod-
ule to a notorious Pakistan-
backed outfit,  Jaish-e-
Mohammed, underhning how
error groups are increasingly
manipulating educated local
recruits to distance themsehes
from direct involvement

Since the launch of Opera-
tion Sindoor, there has been
no let-up in the frequency of
terror attempts. Experts esti-
mate that there have been
several dozen foiled attempts
since May, with secunty
forces pgaining actionable
intelligence from each opera-
tion. Most plots have seenthe
mvolvement of local mod-
ules, sometimes with direct
evidence like Pakistani voter
[Ds and contraband.

Prior to the car blast, law
enforcement agencies made
tan significant recoveries. On
November 9, the police seized
nearly 3.000 kg of explosives,
inchuding 350 kg of ammoni-
um nitrate, from residential
buildings tied to a terror net-
work operating from Kash-
mir. The cache also inchuded
assault rifles, pistols, bomb-
making timers and remote
detonation devices,

OMINOUS : The spectre of terronsm s back at Delhi's doorstep after more than a decade. rELTER S0

On the sameday, the Gujarat
AntiTerronist Squad (ATS)
arrested three suspects, recov-
ering Beretta pistols and car-
tndges, and unearthing ew-
dence of an ongoing plot o
target major urban centres,
Both cases mvolved profes-
sionals — doctors and univer-
sity employees — providing
yvet mare proof of the trend
towands white-coll ar termorism.

The size and sophistication
of the armaments point to a
concerted effort to trigger
mass-casualty incidents,
highlighting a disturbing lev-
el of intent and logistical
capability within these cells,

The Delhi incident marks a
visible shift in Pakistan's
approach to cmss-border ter-
mrism against India. No

India cantake a cue
from France, which
launched the
‘Prevent to Protect’
plan in2018
[OCcounter
radicalisation.

longer reliant solely on foreipn
firhters or direct infiltmtion,
Pakistan's deep state now
seels to orchestrate attacks by
leveraging home- grown,
white-collar professionals,

By emploving disaffected
local operatives — doctors,
gstudents, seemingly
respectable citizens — these
groups find new ways to
evade detection, sow confu-
gion during investigations
and forestall leads.

It's a deliberate attempt to
maintain plausible deniability
zo that terronst acts cannot be
directly traced back to the Pak-
istan state or its institutions,
Local operatives blur lines of
attribution for security agen-
aes, helping Pakistan strateg-
cally distance itself from direct

links to miltant operations,
espedally those witheross-bor-
der implications. It involves
using proxgy groups, fragment-
ed networks ordeniable assets
to carry out operations,

There are many domestic
and intemational factors for
this change of stmtepy. First-
Iy, Pakistan seeksto avoid the
mternational fallout of a pri-
mary role in terror incidents,
making diplomatic or mili-
tary responses more difficult.
The Financial Action Task
Foree had issued a fresh
warning to Pakistan in Octo-
ber, stating that s removal
from the grey list in 2022 did
not prant mmunity from
global monitoring orscrutiny
regarding money laund enng
and terrorist financing.

More importantly, growing
domestic instability due to a
resurgence of the Tehnk-e-
Taliban Pakistan, sectarian
violence and the conflict with
Afphanistan have led to
increasing  commitment of
the Pakistan army in internal
security duties and on the
Durand Line It also feels the
palpable pressure to rebrand
its image globally while
retaining strategicleverage in
regional conflicts.

India's security establish-
ment faces unprecedented
challenges wherein old battle
lines — foreign infiltrators
versus home-grown  insur
pents — have blurred, mak-
mg detection more complex.

Terror modules now merge
professional cover with sleep-
er-cell tactics, staying under
the radar. Large-scale recoy-
eries at different locations
indicate an intent not just for
isolated attacks, but possible
widespread operations across
India directed by handlers
across the border.

The challenge for agencies
lies in proactively mapping
new recruitment channels,
enhancng HUMINT (human
mtellipence) on radicahsa-
tion within professional
ranks and using forensic data
and digital surveldlance to
connect logistical dots. Insti-
tutions also need to carry out
athorough selection pmoeess,
mchiding  detailed back-
ground  checks  before
employvment.

Counter-radicalisation
efforts within universities
and professional nstitutions
need to be considered to
address this evalving threat.
India can take a cue from
France, which launched the
‘Prevent to Protect’ plan in
2018 to counter radicalisa-
tion, focusing on prevention
through coordinated gov-
ernment action invobding
social, educational, security
and prison systems It
builds on earhier plans and
aims to shield people from
radicalisation, widen detec-
tion networks, train stake-
holders and design disen-

gagement programmes.

ROMNKI RAM
EX-DEAN, ARTS FACULTY, PU,
& EX-PRESIDENT, PUTA

HE lng-dmwn
agitation in PU,
which attracted a

huge  response
from political par-
ties, kisan and wmoasdoor
unions, students’ organisa-

tions and dvil society, had
begun as a students’ protest
apgainst an affidavit to be sub-
mitted by the students to the
effect that they would not take
part in any protest in the uni-
versity premises.

In themeantime, the Centrmal
government issued a notifica-
tion on October 28 overhaul-
ing the T9-year-old democrati-
cally elected representative
governing structure of Panjab
University (P1), known as the
Senate (supreme legislative)
and the Syndicate (executive
body). However, the long-
awaited but complicated 1ssue
of Senate reforms, which poes
back to the tenure of Vice-
Chancellor Prof MM Pun,
remains inconclusive.

since  then, though the
reform 1ssue had become dor-
mant for a long time, it picked
up momentum during the
turbulent tenure of the vice-

chancellorship of Prof Arun
K Grover, who preferred to
conduct the proceedings of
the Senate independent of
fartional polities.

Demo Cracy vs control: The ug of war in PU

It was also during his
tenure that a National
Assessment and Accredita-
tion Counal (NAAC) comimit-
tee (March 2015) underlined
the need for restructuringthe
PU Senate and the procedure
for the appointment of deans,

At the same time, on October
8.2015, thethen president ofthe
Panjab University Teachers
Assoeiation (PUTA), who was
also a nominated member of
the Senate, aibnutted a propos-
al for govemance reforms. They
were put up at the Syndicate
meeting, leading to the forma-
ton of a 16-member Gover-
nance Reforms Committee
(GRC)on November 29, 2015,

Chaired by a former chief
justice ofa high court, it recom-
mended the constitution of
three sub-committees to ook
into  reforms, comprising
amendments in the PU Act,
changesin PU statutes/repula-
tions and improvermnents by del-
egation within the repulations.
Their reports were put before
the GRC and several special
invitees and forwarded to the
Syndicate and Senate mem-
bers, Theywere also submutted
to the high court in the PIL
awaiting consideration.

The Senate reforms stem
from the modification needed
in the PU Act (1047) that was
carved out of the dated Indian
Universities Act (1904), which
was desipned to fulfill the goy-
eming requirements of the
then evohing publicly funded
university that had come into
existence in 1882,

The graduste constituency,
the dause of allotment of facul-
ties infourdiariplines to a given
senator and the concept of
added-members to each faculty

"

MNO POINT: The moot question remains unanswered amid vaned viewpoints on PU's govemance reforms. ALE

— this was the required
arrangement at that time in the
ahsence of provision of the uni-
versitys own inhouse Sieulty

According to such an
arrangement, any two Senate
members in a gven faculty
couldjomnm hands to bring inan
‘added-member from among
the affiliated college lecturers
and other professionals in
their respective faculties,

It was after the Partition,
when the university was relo-
cated in east Pungab. that pro-
fessors and heads of university
departmentwere allowed to be

included in the faculties of

ther respective domains as
‘ex-officio members under the
PU Act(187). The Taculty con-
stituency' in the Senate com-
prised sixelected Senators.
Despite the Senate mnitia-
tives that began m 2015,
including an affidavit filed by
the Vice-Chancellor on gov-
ernance reforms and finan-
cial coneerns of PU in a PIL
mitiated suo moto by the
Chief Justice of Punjab and

Those arguing for
status quo failto
justity the outmoded
stance of the pristine
PU calendar in the
much-changed
scenario of
contemporary times.

Harvana Hipgh Court in Octo-
ber 2016, two terms of the PU
Senate (2016-20 and 2020-24)
have been completed with-
out any action to that effect.
It is pertinent to recall the
mndependent mitiatrve of the
Chancellor, PU, who deputed
his ermssary to Chandigarh to
consult with all stakeholders
before the mitiation of the
election s tothe Senate of 2020
24. The term of the last Senate
ended on October 31, 2024
without the approval of the
mandatory election schedule
for the next Senate of 2085-28,
probably given the sub-judice
status of the election process
for the previous Senate.
Moreover, since the et of
thelastVC, no Senate meeting
has been held It has led to a
legitimate democratic gover
nance vacuum in PU's
administrative structure, g
Ing nse to various kinds of
opinion  about  dismantling
PUUs heritage povernance
bodies and replacing them
with a nominated, centralised

structure, as exasting in other
state and Central universities.

It is also being discussed
acmss varied stakeholders
that PU evolved 1in unique
arcumstances during the
colondal regime as the only
Punjab heritage university
which was established with
publicly collected funds after
the coming up of the three
foundational unmversities of
Caleutta, Madras and Bom-
bay. And it was for thisreason
that its uniqueness needed to
be preserved. The Senate
and Syndicate constitute the
epicentre of PU's unique
academic heritage status.

It weas thas status of P that
was highlighted by voices
opposing the Gazette notifica-
tion 1sued on October 28, It
sent shockwaves through PU
stakeholder ardes, reverber-
ating from Chandigarh to vil-
lagesin the interior of Punjab.

What gpee further spurto the
speldl of opposition was the deli-
cate time of the announcement
ofthe notification (November 1,
2025). It coincided with the re-
organisation of the state
(MNovemnber 1, 1966) as also the
ongomng high-pofile election-
eening processinthe Thm Thran
Assembly seat, which is being
pragected asan emerging trend
setting the tone for the 2027
Punjab Assembly elections and
2029 parbamentary dections,

¥t another factor that gave
mmpetus to the opposition
against the notification was
the peographical placement
of PU in Chandigarh, the cap-
ital oftwo states wath its union
terntory status. Thus, any
wsue related with the gover
nance of the university gets
mmediately Iinked with the

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

larger political dynamics of

the state, somuchsothat any
attempt to dilute the univers-
tv's democrratic charmcter is
seen as weakening Pungab's
claim over Chandigarh.

What led to the exacerbation
of the problem was the Centre
first puthng on hold the notifi-
cation, with a nder about its
implementation, and later
withdrawing iton November T,
2025. Though student organs-
gations have welcomed the
deasion, they refuse to wind
up their struggle until the
schedule for the Senate elec-
tion1s announced. Ttis alleged
that the election has already
been deliberately delaved for a
vear by the Centre.

All said and done, the moot
gquestion remains  unan-
swered amid the varied view-
points on PU0s governance
reforms. Those arpuing for
status quo, citing the PUs
heritage character, fail to justi-
fy the outmoded stance of the
pristine PU calendar in the

much-changed scenario of

contemporary times, in comr-
panson to those prevailing at
the time the Indian Universi-
ties Act (1904) and PU Act
(1M7) came up. And those
advocating major modifica-
tions to the PTU Act 1947 have

failed to justify the dilution of
the democratic chameter of

the Senate and Syndicate.
PU should be saved from

both extremes: one, the faction-

alism emanating from the old

set-up to the disadvantage of

theacademic domain; and two,
the bureaucratic and hege-
monistic control of the
remoulded governance body,
as unfolded m the notfication
that was later rescinded.
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Super-heavy rockets are strategic
because they let governments and
companies deploy assets faster and
in bigger chunks. A single Saturn

V launched the entire Skylab space
station. Energia was sized to build a
Soviet Moon base. Decades later; the

raceis onagain, bu

tthis time it looks

morelike an industrialmarathon
thanaflag-planting sprint.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

‘umans have always
attached more than
hardware to big

rockets. In the 1960s, the
Saturn V enabled the United
States to set foot on another
world. Standing taller than
the Statue of Liberty, itcould
haulabout 140 ttolow-Earth
orbit (LEO) and slingroughly
43 t toward the Moon. That
raw lifting power bought
‘Washington soft power; ev-
ery Saturn V launch was a
television event broadcast
in Cold War colour. By the
mid-1980s, the Soviet Energia
’had promised its own super-
Theavy future. Using strap-on
boosters and a methane-fu-
eled core, it lifted around 100
tto orbit and launched the
Buran shuttle once. Then
the USSR fell. Without a
functioning economy, the
“Energia era” ended after two
flights. These two examples
bookend asimple truth: ton-
nageis policy. Countries that
can loft football-field-sized
payloads setrules. Thosewho
can’t watch.

Super-heavy rockets are
strategic because they let
governments and compa-
nies deploy assets faster
and in bigger chunks. A
single Saturn V launched the
entire Skylab space station.
Energia wassized tobuilda
Soviet Moon base. Decades
later, the race is on again, but
this timeitlooks more like an
industrial marathon than a
flag-planting sprint.

SPACEX’'S STARSHIP
CHANGES THE EQUA-
TION

In 2025, SpaceX’s Starship
program moved from aspi-
rational to real hardware.
Starship consists of a 70-m
reusable ship atop a 72-m
Super Heavy booster. The
combo eclipses both Saturn
'Vand Energia in height and
thrust while embracing full
reuse. Starship’s first inte-
grated launch attempt in 2023

ended in a mid-airbreakup.
Subsequent tests improved
quickly. By August 26 2025,
the tenth flight saw the
‘booster complete a powered
ascentand boost-back burn,
‘while the ship deployed eight
Starlink simulator payloads
and completed a controlled
splashdown in the Indian
Ocean. On October13 2025,
the eleventh flight reused
its booster and repeated the
mission profile, testing new
banking manoeuvres and
landing systems. Both mis-
sions ended with controlled
splashdowns, demonstrat-
ing that even prototypes can
survive re-entry.

SpaceX has since pivoted
toward its Block 3 (often
called “Version 3”) vehicles.
‘These shipsfeature new Rap-
tor 3engines and, crucially,
docking portsand redesigned
quick-disconnects foron-or-
bit refuelling. The booster
changes are similarly dra-
matic: three grid fins instead
of four and engine shielding
removed thanks to Raptor
3simproved reliability. The
ability to dock two Starships
together turnsa single giant
rocket into a modularsystem
of tankers, depotsand land-
ers. It means alunarlander
canreach the Moon by top-
ping off in Earth orbit, rather
than hauling allits fuel from
the ground. Elon Musk has
mused that aStarship launch
‘mighteventually costaslittle
as $1 million. Whether or not
that price is achieved, Star-
ship’s economic argument
is clear: reusability plus a
production line lowers the
cost per ton.

The productionline matters
‘more thanany single launch.
SpaceX buildsrocket sections
in high-bay buildings nearits
Ilaunch pad and has produced
dozensofboostersandships.
‘The company invests billions
of dollars of its own capital,
spendingmore than US$3bil-
lionby mid-2023 and burning
US$4 million perday on the
program. That pace isdriven
not just by ambition but by
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A montage of the United States’ Saturn V lifting off on different Apollo missions, demonstrating the sheer scale and power of the rocket that carried humans to the Moon.

STARSHIP, SATURN V, AND THE

SUPER-HEAVY ARMS RACE

synergy: Starlink, SpaceX's
satellite Internet business,
needs higger satellites and
bigger rockets. The next-
generation Starlink V3 sat-
ellites will weigh about 2,000
kgeach—overtriple themass.
of the V2 Mini satellites. A
Falcon9 can fit 29 V2 minis;
onlya Starship can cramsixty
'V3S into its cavernous bay.
Each Starshiplaunch could
add 60 terabits per second
of network capacity, turning
‘heavy lift into broadband le-
verage.

ARTEMIS AS A
STRESS TEST

Starship isn’tjusta commer-
cial vehicle; it is now woven
into America’s lunarstrategy.
NASA awarded SpaceX a
US$2.89 billion fixed-price
contractin 2021 to build a Hu-
‘man Landing System (HLS)
derived from Starship. This
lander will ferry astronauts
fromlunarorbittothesurface
during Artemis ITI, currently
targeted for 2027. NASA later
selected Blue Origin’s Blue Or-
igin Mk2 as asecond lander
for Artemis V witha US$34
billion contract, broadening
the supplier base. However,
until Blue Origin flies, NASA
is reliant on Starship.

That dependence makes
every Starshipa geopolitical
issue. The Aerospace Safety
Advisory Panel (ASAP), an
independent group mandated
by Congress, visited SpaceX’s
Starbase in 2025, Panelmem-
bers were impressed by the
“multi-faceted, self-perpet-
uating genius” of SpaceX's
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nificantly challenged” and
could be yearslate. Cryogenic

ASAP warned that Starship
'V3must notonly launch but
must reliably dock tankers
anddepotshythemid-2020s.
The panel also noted that
SpaceX’s Starlink business
competes for the same pro-
duction resources, raising
the risk of schedule conflicts.
NASAsown2024 ASAPre-
port echoed these concerns.
Itpraised SpaceX fordemon-
strating hot-stage separation,
high-altitude flight, flip ma-
noeuvresand booster returns
butflagged orbital fuel deliv-
ery, cryogenicstorage, lunar
descent/ascent and integra-
tion withthe Orion spacecraft
asunsolved challenges. The
panel urged NASA to avoid
unrealistic schedules and to
pace Artemis at amanageable
tempo. For the United States,
aslip doesn'tjustdelay astro-
nauts; it shifts the narrative
of technological leadership.
Competing nations watch
these milestones closely.

THE COUNTER-FORC-
ES: CHINA, BLUE
ORIGIN AND RUSSIA
‘While SpaceX races to turn
prototypesintoa fleet, other
nations and companies are
quietly fielding their own
heavy lifters.

China’s Long March 9

China’s state-run launch
vehicle builder, the China
Academy of Launch Vehi-
cle Technology, isdesigning
the Long March 9—a su-
per-heavy rocket roughly114
mtalland 106 min diameter.
Early concepts resembled
a scaled-up Saturn V, but
by 2022, designers shifted
toa reusable, booster-less
configuration. Version 22
uses twenty-six 200-tonne

propellant transfer—topping  methane/oxygen engineson
The Soviet Energia super-heavy booster being rolled toits offadepotinorbit—hasnever  the first stage and is expected
launch pad in 1987. Designed to haul about 100 t to orbit, A
the prngram ended aﬂergonly two flights, highlighting how beend atedand was  tohaul150 tto LEO and50t
economic factors can end even the biggest rockets. identified as the critical path.  totrans-lunarinjection (TLI).
Spec comp arison: super-heavy titans
Rocket Era/Op- LEO payload TLI payload Reusability Launches
erator
SaturnV 1960s-70s, | =140t =43t None (expendable) | 13flights, 12
NASA successes
Energia 1980s, =100t =32t Partial [core ex- 2flights
USSR pendable, strap-on
boosters could land)
Starship (Block | 2020s, 100-150t [planned) | ~??(dependson | Fullyreusable 11 testflights as
3) SpaceX refuelling; direct | boosterandship; of late 2025
injectionlimited) | includes docking
ports for refuelling
Long March 9 2030s, 100-160t 35-53t Planned partialre- | In development
(2023 design) China use; full two-stage
reuseinthe 2040s
New Glenn 2025,Blue | 45t Tt Reusable first 1 flight (booster
Origin stage; expendable not recovered)
upper stage
Yenisei 2030s?, 103t 27t Expendable None (develop-
| Russia ment paused

In2023, they tweaked thede-
sign again: the first stage will
‘have thirty 200-tonne YF-215
engines, the second stage will
use two of the same engines,
and an optional third stage
will carryahydrolox engine.
Long-term plans include a
fully reusable two-stage
version by the 2040s that
looks conspicuously simi-
lar to Starship. China’s goal
is clear: achieve self-reliance
in cis-lunar logistics and be
capable of sending crewed
missions to the Moon in the
early 2030s.

Blue Origin’s New Glenn

Blue Origin's New Glenn
joined the club with its in-
augural flight on January 16
2025. The two-stage rocket
stands 98 m tall and 7m in
diameter. The first stage uses
seven methane-fueled BE-4
engines and is designed to
land on an ocean platform
for reuse. The rocketcanlift
about 45t to LEO, 13.6 t to
geostationary transfer or-
bit and 7 t to TLL The first
flight reached orhit but lost
its booster during descent.
Blue Origin’s leaders view
New Glenn as the founda-
tion foralunareconomyand
have multiplevehicles in pro-
duction. NASA hasccertified
NewGlennforfuture national
security launches, and Blue
Origin's medium-term plan
includes flights for Amazon’s
Project Kuiper constellation
and NASA's Blue Moon
lander.

Russia’s Yenisei

Russia announced its
Yenisei super-heavy rocket

in 2018 as part of its lunar
program. The rocket is de-
signed to carry 103 t to LEO
and 27 tto TLL. However, the
program has struggled. The
finaldesign wasexpected by
autumn 2021, but the project
appears to have been paused
or stopped before that date.
In 2024, Russian officials
announced that work would
resume in 2025, but the first
launch is not expected until
2033. Russia’s economicchal-
lenges and sanctions have
diverted resources, and its
existing heavy-lift rocket,
Angara A5, can only launch
375tto LEO. Withouta viable
super-heavy booster, Russia's
Tunar ambitions remain on
paper.

ECONOMICS OF TON-
NAGE

Launching more mass per
flight isn’t just about win-
ning aspace race; it rewrites
the balance sheets of indus-
tries. Marginal launch cost—
the cost of putting one more
kilogram into orbit—deter-
mineswhich projects are vi-
able. Reusable super-heavy
rockets compress cost by
spreading production and
operation expenses across
dozens of flights. SpaceX's
reuse model echoes the
airline industry: once the
hardware cost is amortised,
the price per flight depends
mostly on propellant and
ground operations. If a
Starship can deliver 100 t
to LEO fora price near Fal-
con 9's 22 t, every kilogram
of cargo becomes cheaper.

SpaceX's Starship lightsits enginesduring an integrated

flight test on 13 October 2024. Later test flights in 2025 saw
the rocket splash down intact, underscoring rapid progress
toward reusability.

This is why Musk is willing
to pour hillions into devel-
oping Raptor engines and
high-rate manufacturing:
production is the strategy.
Starlink illustrates the le-
verage. Each V3 satellite is
about2tand offers1Thps of
downlink capacity. Launch-
ingsixty of them on asingle
Starship introduces 60 Thps
of new capacity. A constella-
tionrefresh that would have
required dozens of Falcon 9
missions can be done in a
handful of Starship flights.
For military logistics, the
ability to launch heavy car-
go repeatedly means that
prepositioned fuel depots
and modular habitats can be
delivered in fewer launches.
For scientists, it means en-
tire observatories could be
built in a single piece rather
than assembled like the In-
ternational Space Station.
Competition, however,
tempers monopoly power.
Blue Origin’s New Glenn
will serve commercial and
government customers at
a published price between
US$68 million and US$110
million per launch. China’s
future Long March 9 could
offer the Chinese govern-
ment cheap bulk access to
orbit. If multiple heavy lift-
ers are flying regularly, no
single company will dictate
the price of accessing deep
space. Instead, states will
compete on cadence—how
often they can launch—and
reliability, not just on size.

SCENARIOS FOR THE
20305
Given the rapid pace of de-
velopment, the next five
vears could unfold along
several paths:

U.S. cadence dominance

Starship matures quickly,
demonstrating orbital dock-
ing and refuelling by 2026.
NASA flies Artemis III in
2027 and Artemis IV in
2028. Starship regularly de-
ploys Starlink V3 satellites,
building a communications
network that underpins lu-
nar and Martian missions.
Blue Origin's New Glenn
reaches a monthly cadence
by the late 2020s, serving
as a secondary heavy lifter.
The United States and its
partners effectively set the
price and tempo for cislu-
nar logistics. International
cooperation becomes nec-
essary because lunar lander
bookings exceed the supply
of launch vehicles.

Bloc parity

China achieves a success-
ful reusable Long March 9
flight around 2028. Its na-

tional program deploys a
lunar landing stack in the
early 2030s, matching Ar-
temis timelines. Blue Ori-
gin scales New Glenn to a
flight cadence comparable
to SpaceX, launching Blue
Origin cargo and NASA
payloads. Multiple blocs—
U.S., Chinese, and com-
mercial consortia—each
have enough lift capacity to
support their own stations
and resource extraction.
Competition for lunar po-
lar water plays out through
infrastructure rather than
flags.

Fragmentation and
delay

Starship’s Block 3 en-
counters technical set-
backs. Docking mecha-
nisms or Raptor 3 engines
suffer reliability issues,
leading toaccidents. NASA
slips Artemis III to the
2030s, raising cuestions
about the purpose of the
program. Meanwhile, bud-
get constraints or political
shifts slow China’s Long
March 9 and Blue Origin’s
expansions. Inthis scenario,
the super-heavy arms race
becomes a cautionary tale
about over-promising on
reusability, and smaller, ex-
pendable rocketslike Falcon
Heavy, Ariane 6,and China’s
Long March 5 continue to
shoulder most missions.

PRODUCTION IS THE
STRATEGY

Single-shot performance
looksimpressive in televised
launches, but long-term
impact depends on factory
rate, Saturn V’s production
line built fifteen vehiclesbe-
foreshuttingdown; Energia
only produced two. Star-
ship aims to build rockets
like airliners. SpaceX has
churned out dozens of Rap-
tor engines and integrated
them into boosters at a pace
unmatched by traditional
aerospace. In this model, re-
liability comes notfromper-
fection but from statistics: if
you fly weekly, youfindand
fix faults quickly.

‘The same logic applies to
Blue Originand China. New
Glenn’s reusability depends
onbuildingenoughboosters
to tolerate a learning curve,
and the Long March 9 will
require factories capable
of churning out hundreds
of YF-215 engines. Russia's
experience shows the con-
sequences of failing to sus-
tain production; without a
healthy industrial base, the
largestrocket becomes amu-
seum piece.






