
A tech �x for 
property woes

A �ght for the 
right to breathe

The Supreme Court’s recent observations on the lack 
of reliability, transparency and efficiency in the pur-
chase and sale of immovable property, and the need for 
a technological transformation of the process are timely. 
Ruling on a case from Bihar, where the owner could not 
sell his property due to rules issued without proper 
legal foundation, the court pointed out that antiquated 
colonial laws—the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, the 
Indian Stamp Act, 1899, and the Registration Act, 1908—
governing the sector strangely maintained a dichotomy 
between the ownership and registration, resulting in 
mere presumptive holding of the title to property. This 
cast a heavy burden on the potential buyer to carry out 
an extensive search, spread over three decades, to as-
certain marketable title. Hapless buyers have to use a 
variety of sources, including brokers, to get paper rec-
ords and prepare the transaction for registration at 
great expense. In the court’s view, the answer to this 
vexed question lies in blockchain technology. Although 
it is not a new option, it is increasingly seen as a solution 
by the real estate sector, not just in India but abroad too. 
In essence, blockchain technology would replace cur-
rent paperwork with a distributed digital ledger to rec-
ord the transactions for a property, with individual 
changes remaining time-stamped and immutable; each 
subsequent change becomes distinctly identifiable, cre-
ating a clear record. Such a digital trail could sharply re-
duce fraud, often seen in the form of duplicate sales of 
land and pledging for loans. 

The architecture of a blockchain system, including 
methods to validate each stage of the process online, 
would have to be decided by technology professionals 
for reliability and ease of use by all parties. Yet, agree-
ment on its potential already exists. In fact, this would 
be a logical extension of the Digital India Land Record 
Modernisation programme that was approved in 2008 
and is still being pursued, although without the necess-
ary vigour. Union Rural Development Minister Chandra 
Sekhar Pemmasani recently informed Parliament that 
blockchain technology was not part of the DILRM pro-
gramme. But reform would speed up transactions and 
reduce the volume of property disputes, which, the Su-
preme Court says, account for 66% of civil cases. Greater 
transparency could cut through the asymmetry at Reg-
istration Department offices, which are often cesspools 
of corruption. It is heartening that the court has re-
quested the Law Commission to prepare a report on 
new property laws that incorporate blockchain technol-
ogy, after consultations with the Union and state gov-
ernments and information technology experts. This 
paradigm shift is urgently called for nearly eight dec-
ades after Independence. The NDA government set out 
to eliminate archaic laws and reform others a decade 
ago. Here is a good case that the apex court has flagged, 
and every citizen stands to benefit from a modern re-
gime for property transactions.
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That people of all persuasions and ages had to gather 
near the India Gate to protest the toxic air in India’s na-
tional capital and demand executive action to curb the 
annual scourge is bad enough. That they, including 
children and the aged, were detained by the Delhi Po-
lice, summarily bundled into police vans, and booked is 
worse. The Delhi Police may want to justify their action, 
saying they followed the letter of the law because the 
protesters were violating the prohibitory orders pro-
mulgated in the area, especially Kartavya Path, where 
they had gathered. That would be the police missing the 
larger picture; perhaps the smog hanging consistently 
over Delhi for the past month has been too thick to see 
clearly that toxic air is a health emergency. There can be 
few actions more myopic and blinkered than this. Police 
personnel, ironically, are among the worst affected by 
Delhi’s consistently high air pollution. 

The criminal action also showed the wide chasm be-
tween words and actions, both from the executive and 
the judiciary. Delhi’s air pollution is now a chronic issue, 
hanging fire for over 20 years, and has sparked short-
term and long-term 
decisions by govern-
ments of different 
parties, from the Con-
gress to the Aam 
Aadmi Party to now 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party; yet no govern-
ment appears to have 
wrapped its long arm 
around the problem 
in a significant way. Delhi ranks at the top of the charts 
every year for the world’s most polluted cities. For mil-
lions in the city, this has meant health crises and addi-
tional expenses. Similarly, the lofty statement by the 
Supreme Court, specifically former chief justice DY 
Chandrachud, that people have a right to the environ-
ment proves meaningless if people must fight to breathe 
clean air—and face police action for it. 

People who do not usually signal with their bodies 
gathering on a Sunday morning shows their disgust at 
the lack of meaningful far-reaching action and distrust 
in both the executive and the judiciary. The morning 
after, Monday, showed why the protest was necessary; 
the Air Quality Index at 345 ranked ‘very poor’ with the 
critical Particulate Matter 2.5 (PM2.5) at 340 micro-
grams/cubic metre, or more than 22 times the WHO 
guidelines. At the other end of the globe in Brazil, del-
egates gathered at the annual climate summit, Confer-
ence of Parties (COP30), to discuss the reduction of 
emissions and fossil fuel use, which, among other im-
pacts, intensifies air pollution. Noble words from inter-
national platforms and national podiums have no 
resonance if people are forced to protest for clean air 
and get penalised for it. What, then, is the value of the 
right to the environment and the right to protest?

Cricketing  
Discipline 
Cricket today needs 
stronger discipline — 
players skipping do-
mestic matches or 
prioritising leagues 
weaken national cricket. 
Respect for the game 
begins with respect for 
rules. The BCCI must 
enforce accountability 
so that talent, not tem-
perament, defines se-
lection. 

A. Sharma, Indore 
 
City Needs 
Clean Air 
Smog chokes our cities 
every winter, yet gov-
ernments react only 
after visibility drops. 
Long-term solutions like 
waste segregation, 
cleaner transport, and 
curbing construction 
dust are urgent. 
Citizens too must act 
responsibly. Clean air is 
not a luxury — it’s a 
right. 

V. Nair, Delhi 

Farmers Need 
Support 
Unseasonal rains and 
price fluctuations con-
tinue to push farmers 
into debt. Loan waivers 
are short-term relief; 
what they need is fair 
pricing, irrigation, and 
crop insurance that 
works. Policy should 
focus on stability, not 
sympathy.

K. Meena, Ujjain 
 
Media Must  
Reflect Ground 
Voices 
Newsrooms must am-
plify voices from small 
towns and villages. Real 
India lives beyond met-
ros — in its farmers, 
teachers, and workers. 
Journalism regains trust 
when it listens to them. 

A. Dubey, Ujjain 
 
 Preserve Local 
Culture 
Development must not 
come at the cost of heri-
tage. New cities, malls, 
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Police personnel, 
ironically, are 
among the worst 
affected by 
Delhi’s 
consistently high 
air pollution. 

The clear and present danger 
of white collar terror cells

Fidayeen attack 
or accidental 
e x p l o s i o n ? 
RDX or am-

monia gel? Jaish-e-Mohammad 
or Al Qaeda? The blast at Delhi’s 
Red Fort called to mind a vo-
cabulary of violence that was 
familiar in the 1990s and 2000s 
but was blurred in public mem-
ory by a decade and a half of 
relative peace. Now, the con-
tinuing vulnerability of metro-
politan India to terrorist assault 
has been explosively revealed. 
As concerning as the bombing 
itself is the inevitable fallout, in 
terms of its impact on the public 
psyche and the creation of a cli-
mate of fear and suspicion. 

The blast is a fearful reminder 
that insurgents evolve to remain 
one step ahead of law enforce-
ment. They can always slip 
through the interstices of 
border security, counter-terror-
ism measures and technology-
enabled surveillance. Even 
worse, they can infiltrate social 
institutions, thereby lurking un-
detected. For every hundred 
foiled plots, there is one that 
might succeed.  

Earlier this year, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah inaugurated 
the Multi-Agency Centre (MAC) 
to coordinate counter-terrorism 
efforts of government bodies 
across the board. Some 28 
agencies share minute-to-min-
ute intelligence on this plat-

form. No doubt intelligence 
agencies have upped their 
game. Back in 2020, the National 
Intelligence Grid (NatGrid) was 
set up to monitor the mobility, 
financial transactions and tele-
communications of known ter-
ror cells. Media reports suggest 
that the integration of security-
related databases and the appli-
cation of AI/ML to analyse 
trends and predict attacks 
should go a long way in tackling 
terrorism and organised crime. 
Meanwhile, under the very nose 
of this complex intelligence ap-
paratus, a group of doctors 
stockpiled three tonnes of ex-
plosive material and executed a 
high-profile assault that claimed 
nine lives in the shadow of the 
Red Fort.  

Many unanswered questions 
remain; forensic experts and in-
vestigative agencies will doubt-
less unravel the mysterious 
nature of the explosion and the 
events leading up to it. But three 
significant features have 
emerged. First, a home-grown 
terror cell was operating at the 
very borders of the capital. At 
least four of its members were 
doctors, three of whom were on 
the faculty of the Al Falah Uni-
versity’s School of Medicine in 
Haryana. One had been a senior 
resident at the Government 
Medical College in Anantnag 
and was a known sympathiser 
of the terrorist outfit Jaish-e-

Muhammad (JeM). Two 
members, including the lone fe-
male, were from Uttar Pradesh. 
In effect, those involved were 
white-collar professionals who 
had apparently been radicalised 
by a cleric associated with the 
Government Medical College in 
Srinagar.  

Secondly, a large quantity of 
chemicals, as well as timers, bat-
teries, remotes and circuitry—
everything needed to create 
multiple big bangs—appears to 
have been moved undetected 
close to the Delhi-Haryana 
border over two months. Not to 
mention arms, including auto-
matic rifles, and ammunition. 
Thirdly, and this is important, 
rented residential premises 
were used for storage. Neither 
neighbours nor police had the 
least suspicion. Obviously, this 
terror cell had been in situ for a 
long time before it was dis-
covered.  

Recruitment of well-educated 
J&K locals to terror modules is 
not new, but doctors enjoy a 
special status that makes it eas-
ier to evade questioning. Land-
lords and police are not likely to 
be suspicious of qualified pro-
fessionals working for a highly 
regarded institution, especially 
one recognised by the central 
government. Investigating 
agencies tend to proceed with 
caution, well aware that activists 
and journalists are more likely 

to take up allegations of civil 
rights violations when they in-
volve minority community 
members of a higher social 
standing. The alleged involve-
ment of a white-collar terror 
cell might have the deleterious 
effect of profiling an entire com-
munity. In public perception, ji-
hadists—like Khalistanis—are a 
small fraction of malcontents. 
They are people who have an 
axe to grind. But here we have a 
group with no apparent prob-
lems; they are well-educated 
and employed and obviously 
bright enough to obtain an 
MBBS. The message is that just 
about anybody can be radical-
ised and controlled by foreign 
agencies across the border.  

Regression to the 1990s, 
when bearded men in turbans 
or kufis triggered a quiver of 
unease, is avoidable. Back then, 
stepping out to a market or 
train station carried an element 
of risk, and an abandoned bag 
was an object of fear. From 
1988, Delhi experienced a rain 
of terrorist bombs; in a single 
month in 1991, there were 
blasts. In 1997, there were ten 
separate incidents with 74 fatal-
ities. Markets and train stations 
were attacked to maximise 
casualties. The courts, govern-
ment buildings—the Army 
headquarters, CGO complex 
and Parliament itself—and the 
Red Fort were targeted to sym-

bolically undermine India’s sov-
ereignty. Mumbai, as the finan-
cial capital, suffered 
high-magnitude assaults from 
2006, including the horrors of 
2008 and 2011.  

Metropolitan India picked 
itself up and moved on to a nar-
rative of development and prog-
ress. The discourse revolved 
around jobs and GDP growth. 
Pulwama and Pahalgam dis-
turbed the peace, but we had 
the satisfaction of a decisive re-
sponse. Now, old fears and old 
prejudices have been revived, 
and this is where the govern-
ment’s tightrope walk begins. 
We know from past experi-
ences that public perception 
can be moulded to some extent. 
To deflect attention from cata-
strophic failures of law and 
order, a community can be cast 
as both the victim and the per-
petrator.  

The challenge is to conduct an 
uncompromising crackdown 
on the praxis of terrorism while 
minimising collateral damage. It 
cannot be eliminated alto-
gether, as law enforcement 
agencies can hardly walk on 
eggshells, but they should be 
seen to be doing their best to 
avoid injuring innocents. 

To deflect attention from the catastrophic failures of law and order, 
a community can be cast as both the victim and the perpetrator
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and expressways must 
coexist with temples, 
ponds, and old markets. 
Progress feels hollow if 
it erases memory. 

L. Sharma, Gwalior 
 

Turkey’s Hollow 
Gesture 
Turkey’s arrest warrants 
against Israeli leaders 
over Gaza atrocities are 
theatrically symbolic.
Ankara lacks both auth-
ority and moral ground, 
given its own repression 
and judicial bias. This 
act seeks domestic ap-
plause rather than jus-
tice. Still, it highlights 
global frustration with 
Israel’s impunity. Real 
accountability needs 
impartial international 
mechanisms, not hollow 
diplomatic drama. 

K. Chidanand Kumar, 
Bengaluru 

 
Trump’s Vanity 
Politics 
Donald Trump urging 
that Washington’s new 

$3.7 billion stadium 
bear his name under-
scores his obsession 
with self-glory over 
public service. Mean-
while, election setbacks 
hint at waning influence. 
His fixation on personal 
branding exposes a 
shallow leadership style 
divorced from sub-
stance or civic value. 
Aditya Shekhar, Indore

 
AI and Jobs 
Artificial intelligence 
may transform indus-
tries, but it’s also 
threatening human em-
ployment. While effi-
ciency grows, millions 
face job insecurity. The 
government must invest 
in upskilling pro-
grammes so workers 
adapt to AI-driven 
changes. Innovation 
should empower, not 
exclude, people from 
the nation’s growth 
story. 

R. Subramanian,  
Chennai

Jails Turn Into Retreats  
The Parappana Agrahara prison in Bengaluru seems 
to have rebranded itself from a correctional facility to 
a celebrity retreat. The latest videos of inmates flaunt-
ing mobiles and luxuries are only sequels to last year’s 
viral photo of actor Darshan enjoying a smoke with a 
rowdy inside the same jail. When convicts live better 
than citizens outside, the bars begin to look decor-
ative. A prison that doubles as a clubhouse mocks jus-
tice itself.  

K. Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

The Dice of Hastinapur
In the shifting theatre of global power, where every alliance is a 
wager and every policy a throw of dice, India’s greatest strength lies 
in knowing when to play-and when to pause

In the grand halls of 
Hastinapur, amid 
echoing conch 
shells and the scent 

of sandalwood, destiny once 
turned on the throw of a dice. 
Yudhishthira—the wisest of 
kings—was drawn into a fatal 
game, believing reason could 
triumph over deceit. He gambled 
not for greed but for honour, 
trusting that rules would restrain 
the unrighteous. The dice rolled, 
and the world changed. 

That haunting scene from the 
Mahabharata endures as one of 
the most profound metaphors for 
statecraft. It reminds us that in 
the arena of power, even the vir-
tuous can be undone by mis-
placed faith, and that strategy 
without caution often births ca-
tastrophe. 

 
The Game of Nations 

In today’s geopolitics, the dice 
never stop rolling. Trade wars, 
proxy conflicts, cyberattacks, 
energy disruptions, and tech-
nological rivalries are the mod-
ern throws in a ceaseless contest 
for dominance. Nations wager in-
fluence, alliances, and credibil-
ity—often underestimating the 
cost of each move. 

History is littered with 
examples of miscalculated 
gambles: from the invasions that 
overstretched empires to the 

wars launched on false intelli-
gence. Each echoes Yudhishthira’s 
fateful belief that control could be 
maintained once the game began. 
But as he discovered, the rules 
themselves can be rigged. 

For India, navigating this un-
predictable global landscape de-
mands both courage and 
restraint. We live in an era where 
cooperation and competition 
overlap, and where perception 
often outweighs principle. The 
challenge is to play the game 
without being consumed by it—
to engage without losing equilib-
rium. 
 
Lessons from  
Hastinapur 

The Mahabharata offers time-
less counsel for modern strateg-
ists—lessons born not merely of 
power, but of prudence. 
1. Never enter a game you can-

not exit. : Yudhishthira’s tra-
gedy was not that he lost, but 
that he continued to play 
when he should have walked 
away. In diplomacy and na-
tional strategy, overcommit-
ment to a volatile alliance or 
conflict can erode autonomy. 
Strategic flexibility—niti—
requires knowing when to en-
gage and when to pause. 

2. Discern illusion from in-
sight.: Shakuni’s loaded dice 

symbolised deceit disguised as
chance. Today, misinforma-
tion, deepfakes, and economic 
coercion perform similar 
roles. The wise recognise ma-
nipulation before it gains mo-
mentum. In a world where 
narratives are as potent as 
armies, discernment becomes 
the sharpest weapon. 

3. Anchor strategy in ethics.: 
When Yudhishthira lost every-
thing, Draupadi’s piercing 
question—“Whom did you 
wager first, yourself or me?”—
exposed the moral blindness 
that precedes downfall. Mod-
ern states too risk moral ero-
sion when expedience 
replaces ethics. As the Artha-
shastra warns, “The unjust vic-
tory weakens the victor.” 
Power must always be tem-
pered by principle. 

 
India’s Balancing Act 

India’s approach to global strat-
egy reflects the maturity of a na-
tion that has learned from 
history’s dice games. We engage
with major powers yet preserve 
autonomy; align with multilateral
forums yet assert sovereignty. 
Whether in BRICS, the Quad, or 
the G20, India plays not for spec-
tacle but for substance—prefer-
ring persuasion to provocation. 

This balance is not passive non-
alignment, but active choice—an 

assertion of independent thought 
amid global polarisation. In a 
world where great powers oscil-
late between rivalry and rap-
prochement, India stands as a 
civilisational actor that measures 
strength not by aggression but by 
endurance. 

The global order today re-
sembles a crowded sabha, where 
many throw dice simulta-
neously—each seeking advan-
tage, each fearing loss. Amid such 
flux, India’s task is to be the steady 
hand—measured, alert, unwilling 
to be drawn into reckless wagers. 

Our emphasis on dialogue over 
dominance and partnerships 
over polarity reflects a deeper in-
stinct: that dharma outlasts de-
ception. The strength of a nation 
lies not merely in outplaying 
others, but in outlasting them—
through consistency of purpose 
and integrity of action. 

 
The Dharma of 
Decision 

Every strategic decision is, in 
essence, a moral one. The Bha-
gavad Gita reminds us that ac-
tion (karma) must be guided by 
discernment (viveka). When 
nations act from impulse rather 
than insight, they gamble away 
long-term stability for short-
term gain. 

The dharma of decision-mak-

ing thus requires three bal-
ances—between ambition and 
prudence, assertion and ac-
commodation, power and prin-
ciple. Strategy without ethics 
becomes manipulation; power 
without restraint becomes 
peril. 

The dice may represent 
chance, but policy must repre-
sent choice. 

 
The Sutra for  
Our Times 

Yudhishthira’s fall was not the 
triumph of fate but the con-
sequence of faith misplaced—in 
fairness where none existed. 
The lesson endures: never mis-
take motion for progress, or 
risk for resolve. 

As the world witnesses new 
great games—from the Indo-
Pacific to Eastern Europe—the 
wise must remember that every 
throw of the dice can redraw 
destinies. The mark of a mature 
power lies not in how often it 
plays, but in how selectively.

The sutra for our times is thus 
clear and compelling: Play the 
game, but never lose sight of 
the board—for power without 
prudence is but another 
throw of Shakuni’s dice.

Niti Sutra
DR. HIMANSHU RAI

The writer is director of Indian Institute of 

Management, Indore
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I
t is to the credit of India’s security agencies that they may have neu-
tralised hundreds of terror plots before their culmination in the last
couple of decades. In fact, available evidence suggests that the Delhi
car blast was hastened because a very large conspiracy was undone

and one of the participants in this ghoulish venture was thought to be flee-
ing once he became aware of his colleagues having been corralled.

Even so, a single catastrophic event that took place with one conspirator
escaping the dragnet was sufficient for it to be pinned as an intelligence
failure on the part of the security agencies. And it is the failure to stop a
terror event outside Jammu & Kashmir, the regular theatre of operations
of terrorists of both the imported and homegrown varieties, which will be
the albatross the agencies will carry countrywide as they plough on with
their task of trying to keep the nation safe.

Inference points to the Faridabad network having links with events in
the Valley, their consequences in terms of Operation Sindoor that struck
at the heart of sponsored terror in PoK and in other areas of Pakistan and
a planned reprisal by terrorist cells that could have taken on gigantic pro-
portions if three tones of deadly explosives had not been seized from them.

However successful the Faridabad operation
arising from investigation of threatening
posters that began in the Kashmir Valley may
have been, it only illustrates the fact that the
vigil must be constant. What lends a chilling
dimension to the unravelling of the big conspir-
acy is that members of the medical profession
who would have taken the Hippocratic oath on
graduating as doctors have been involved in
plotting terror and spreading its tentacles in
radicalising others. 

The involvement of at least five doctors, four
of them born in Kashmir, is symptomatic of the
huge problem that the security agencies would
be facing if educated people, with access to gad-

gets and methods of secret communications, knowledge from material
online about explosives and various types of bombs and the mechanics of
blowing them remotely, are to join a crazed movement that swears by ter-
ror in which innocents are far more likely to be hit.

The rise of white-collar terror is going to be the bugbear of security agen-
cies if it is to be assumed the educated will be smarter than the lumpen ele-
ments who are readymade fodder for zealotry. And given the recent geopo-
litical shifts post-Operation Sindoor with Pakistan also cozying up to
Bangladesh, the threat of terror will not diminish and may rear its head
beyond the Kashmir Valley.

Far from blaming them for not spotting the terrorist who got away, the
security agencies should be further fortified with men, machines and
resources to coordinate a national effort at gathering intelligence and
smashing terror plots that could be taking place anywhere in the country.
The timing may not appear propitious but, on the political front, it might
make sense to give back statehood to Jammu & Kashmir while retaining
total control in security matters.
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Educated terrorists add
chilling element to 10/11

The rise of white-
collar terror is

going to be the
bugbear of security

agencies if it is to
be assumed the
educated will be
smarter than the
lumpen elements

who are readymade
fodder for zealotry

D
emocracies are
not rescued by
vibes. They are
rebuilt by timely
and practical

choices. New York just
made one.

Voters in America’s
largest and most diverse
city have elected Zohran
Mamdani, a 34-year-old son
of Uganda and India, a
Muslim, and an unabashed
democratic socialist, as its
111st mayor. He is the first
New York City mayoral
candidate since 1969 to clear
a million votes, in a turnout
that was unmatched for 56
years. The surge came from
newly registered young vot-
ers, from transit-using and
renter-heavy districts, and
from lower and middle-
income Black and Hispanic
precincts.

The demographics tell a
story that offers a method.
That method can travel
from Virginia and New
Jersey in 2026 to India and
beyond.

Zohran Mamdani set out
his vision in 2019. He said
that he was a democratic
socialist because of its com-
mitment to a state that
could provide what is neces-
sary for people to live a dig-
nified life. In the shadow of
Wall Street, he argued that
the market cannot decide
who gets that dignity. Many
called this utopian. He
ignored the chorus and
built a campaign whose
means embodied its ends.

He started at the bottom
by listening. He treated pol-
itics as a neighbourly duty
and went door to door,
block to block, bodega
(Hispanic store) to bodega,
kirana store to kirana store,
and bus stop to bus stop.
Affordability was not a slo-
gan but a weekly bill paid
by a real person.

He quickly turned that
learning into tangible poli-
cy outcomes. Affordable ho-
using, universal childcare,
cheaper groceries and fas-
ter, fare free transit.  Voters

rewarded a campaign that
treated politics as rent due,
childcare you can count on,
a $30 minimum wage and
fairer taxes. Door knocking
turned socialist ideology
into felt needs.

He made small business a
partner rather than a back-
drop. Cafes, bodegas,
salons, lunch counters,
book stores and corner gro-
ceries became organising
rooms rather than rows for
billboards. Associations
from bodega owners to taxi
drivers found a place in the
plan. So did kirana stores
and kebab joints.

He kept the coalition
broad. He said that housing
affordability helps Muslims
and Jews alike and rich and
poor. He criticised policies
abroad that he saw as
authoritarian by leaders
like Benjamin Netanyahu
and Narendra Modi, yet
paired that with visits to
synagogues, temples, gurd-
waras and churches. When
the line is that if your cook
can afford the rent, then
your kitchen stays open,
solidarity does its own
maths. He showed respect
while staying disciplined
on a message about shared
costs and shared gains
across lines of faith, ethnic-
ity and class.

He wore identity without
weaponising it. African,
Indian, American, Muslim,
left of centre, he showed up
as himself in dress, food,
music, and neighbour-
hoods. Identity felt like a
simple fact, specific and joy-
ful in African fabric, India
kurtas and snappy New
York entry level slim suits. 

That authenticity reached
the most sceptical bloc in
Western politics, the young.
Arsenal fandom, a partner
met on an app, anxiety
about rent, none of it was
staged and all of it sounded
like life. 

His relatability, inclusivi-
ty and lived experience
helped him scale volunteers
to the size of a megacity. A

hundred thousand volun-
teers knocked on three mil-
lion doors, across religion,
class and ethnicity. Social
media was buzzing because
of supporters and not paid
influencers. While the cam-
paign visuals were vintage
Bollywood, neither the cam-
paign visuals nor the volun-
teer visuals showed him as
“the leader on a stage”. He
danced, he sang, he chatted
and lingered in small shops,
parks, and cafes.

He chose hope and small
donors over fear and big
checks. Tens of thousands
of volunteers did the work.
Eighty per cent of the dona-
tions he got were less than
$250. He even capped fund-
raising and said no when he
had to. The ground game
beat the air war and had an
impact on major
Democratic victories across
the country, including the
governorships of New
Jersey and Virginia.

But a bigger test arrives
next November. America
will vote in the mid-term el-
ections (held two years after
every presidential election
year). For now, President
Donald Trump holds the
White House, the Supreme
Court and both chambers of
the US Congress, with
friendly judges on the
bench and Republican
majorities on Capitol Hill.

The Senate is unlikely to
change hands. The House is
another matter. With a nar-
row Republican edge and
the usual mid-term swing
against the party in power,
all the indicators point to a
potential Democratic takeo-
ver within a year. If that
happens, the rubber stamp
becomes a real check on the
President’s powers, with
the authority to investigate
and hold both Mr Trump
and his top officials to
account.

The Democratic Party
should study Zohran
Mamdani’s win because it
offers a concrete answer to
the charge that the
Democrats are out of touch.
After a June low in
approval, he showed how to
rebuild trust from the
ground upwards. If by
September 2026 a voter can
say that the bill is lower or
the bus is quicker,
Democrats will have a proof
point that punctures the
strongman story.

That lesson travels far
beyond the United States’
borders. In every country
which is struggling to hold
on to democracy, the anti-
dote to strongman politics
is visible service, not louder
speeches. Meet people
where they live and work.
Criticise policy without
condemning community.
Turn chai stalls, bodegas,
cafés and markets into
organising hubs for cleaner
streets, safer lighting,
quicker permits and cheap-
er commutes. Make belong-
ing tangible and real.

This is not a plea for cen-
trism. It is a plea for seri-
ousness. The headwinds are
real. People worry about
the hangover from inflation
and about cuts to health
insurance and food assis-
tance. Many are totally
exhausted by campus clash-
es over the Gaza violence or
are uneasy at the sight of
uniforms at deportation
raids. Into that fear, strong-
man politics offers a famil-
iar bargain, narrow the
idea of who belongs in
exchange for a promise of
order.

The reply that works is to
define order as something
you can time. A bus that
arrives. A permit that
clears in days rather than
months. A rent that climbs
by single digits rather than
double. A clinic where a
nurse answers the phone.
Make the abstract visible.
Make the visible truly con-
sistent. And keep the con-
sistent an integral part of
the system.

Ruchira Gupta is the
author of The Freedom

Seeker & I Kick and I Fly,
founder of NGO Apne Aap

and a professor at NYU.
Follow her on insta:
RuchiraAGupta, on

Twitter: RuchiraGupta.

ACRIMONIOUS POLLS

As in the case of recent elec-
tions held in different parts of
the country, it has been a
harsh and bitter reality that
the runup to the Bihar assem-
bly elections too was marked
by personal attacks, mud-
slinging and acrimonious
speeches by various leaders
against their political adver-
saries cutting across party
lines throwing political decen-
cy and decorum to the winds.
It is a matter of utmost regret
that despite boasting of
being the world's largest
democracy, elections in our
country continue to be
fought on caste and commu-
nal lines with candidates
resorting to personal slugfest
and sectarian agenda rather
than debating and discussing
bread-and-butter issues relat-
ing to growth and develop-
ment, relevant for the com-
mon man.  The fact that the
state recorded the highest
overall voter turnout since the
first elections in 1951 with the
women turnout the highest in
history underlines the enthu-
siasm and active voter partic-
ipation which comes as a sil-
ver lining among the dark
clouds. 

B. SURESH KUMAR 
Coimbatore

This is not a plea
for centrism. It is 
a plea for 
seriousness. The
headwinds are real.
People worry about
the hangover from
inflation and about
cuts to health
insurance and food
assistance. 

Can Mamdani’s win in NY
reshape 2026 US politics?

The Supreme Court’s suggestion to the Central government to reform
the country’s archaic property laws and introduce blockchain tech-
nology in property transactions is most welcome. The suggestion

from the top court comes at a time when the Indian economy is on the cusp
of emerging as the world’s third largest.

Property matters are among the most intractable areas of litigation in
India, owing to outdated laws and complicated procedures. These disputes
account for an estimated 66 per cent of all civil cases in the country, wast-
ing people’s precious time and the judiciary’s limited resources. India
ranks 154th among 190 countries in ease of registering property.

Two major laws complicate the seemingly simple process of transferring
property in India — the Registration Act, 1908, and the Transfer of
Property Act, 1882. Although it is generally presumed that a property is
transferred from one party to another upon registration, the law treats reg-
istration and ownership separately handled by two different departments.
This often results in people buying property from individuals with no
improper title, leading to decades-long litigation.

One solution to this dichotomy is to entrust both functions to a single
department. The Telangana government has already implemented this
reform for agricultural land by authorising tehsildars, who maintain land
ownership records, to carry out registrations. Similarly, if registration
powers are transferred to the municipal administration or panchayat
department for residential areas, it could conclusively resolve this issue.

With respect to ease of registration, India began the process of demateri-
alising equity shares in 1996. Today, equity shares worth Rs 473 lakh crore
are held in electronic form, and ownership transfers amounting to over Rs
1 lakh crore take place seamlessly every day. There is, therefore, no reason
for land registration to remain cumbersome. It is high time India shifted to
a dematerialised (demat) system for land title deeds. 

Good idea to digitise land deeds

Could anaemia be
the reason behind
low performance

in India’s schools?

LETTERS

G
ood nutrition underpins children’s growth
and learning, yet the silent epidemic of an-
aemia continues to undermine both moth-
ers’ health and their children’s futures.

India has halved maternal deaths in the last decade.
But though fewer mothers are at risk of dying dur-
ing childbirth, more than half enter pregnancy
anaemic — and their children carry the conse-
quences into classrooms and beyond.

Every parent in India wants their child to thrive in
school; however, data released earlier this year state
school performances are a cause for concern.
According to the Annual Status of Education Report
(ASER) 2024 report, barely 23.4 per cent of Class 3
students in government schools can read a Class 2-
level text. Learning levels measured by the National
Achievement Survey declined between 2017 and 2021
across most grades and subjects. Poor teaching and
overcrowded classrooms may be part of the story.
But as a clinician and public health expert, I know
there is another factor we do not talk about nearly
enough — anaemia.

Anaemia is most often caused by iron deficiency
and starves the body of oxygen, making women
tired, dizzy and unable to function at their best. But
its true impact is inter-generational.

These inter-generational effects are shaped during
what global health experts call the first 1,000 days —
from conception to a child’s second birthday. This is
the most critical window for brain development,
immune strength and lifelong learning capacity. If
anaemia in mothers is corrected during these 1,000
days, children are more likely to have better birth

weights, healthier growth trajectories and stronger
cognitive outcomes when they enter school. Con-
versely, missing this window often means irre-
versible losses in learning potential that no later
intervention can fully restore.

When a mother is anaemic during pregnancy, her
child is more likely to be born premature, under-
weight and with iron deficiency from day one. This
deficiency directly impairs a child’s brain develop-
ment, attention, memory and learning.

In terms of school performance, anaemia trans-
lates into lower cognitive scores and poorer educa-
tional achievement. It is no surprise that children
who start life anaemic struggle later in classrooms.

The statistics are sobering. NFHS-5 shows 57 pc of
women of reproductive age in India are anaemic and
so are 52 pc of pregnant women. Among children
under five, the figure is an alarming 67 pc. These are
not abstract percentages but millions of young chil-
dren who may never reach their full physical and
intellectual potential, because their mothers began
pregnancy anaemic and the cycle was never broken.

Across states in India, maternal mortality rates
are steadily declining. Bihar’s maternal mortality
ratio has dropped to 100 per 100,000 live births, while
UP has halved its maternal deaths in the last decade.
These are extraordinary achievements. But mater-
nal anaemia numbers remain high in both states, at
63 and 46 per cents. It remains the single most stub-
born barrier to healthier mothers and children.

Anaemia is not only a child development issue. It
is a serious threat to women’s health. Women with
severe anaemia are twice as likely to die in child-

birth, largely due to complications such as postpar-
tum haemorrhage. Even when they survive, they
experience chronic weakness and fatigue that limits
their ability to work, care for their families or par-
ticipate in their communities. Anaemia reduces pro-
ductivity, drains household incomes and weakens
the economy. 

The good news is that anaemia is both preventable
and treatable. India has ambitious programmes like
Anaemia Mukt Bharat and Poshan Abhiyaan, but
we must sharpen how these reach families.

Three areas stand out.
Accurate and frequent testing is key and reliable

haemoglobin measurement must become routine.
This ensures early diagnosis and treatment initia-
tion. Digital screening tools are available within
government programmes. Minimally invasive digi-
tal haemoglobinometers are simple to use and accu-
rate, allowing frontline health workers to reach last-
mile patients. Without reliable testing at the village
level, anaemia will continue to go undiagnosed.
However, for it to be truly effective, states must
strengthen systems. Uttar Pradesh and Bihar need
to standardise procurement, train ASHAs and
ANMs in device use and integrate results into digital
dashboards that trigger follow-up and referral.

In terms of treatment, oral iron remains the
default, but side-effects and poor adherence mean
many women never recover. Intravenous iron, espe-
cially ferric carboxymaltose, has proven to be safe,
fast and effective. Bihar is preparing to expand FCM
access beyond medical colleges to community health
centres. This must be done carefully, with training,

infrastructure and pharmacovigilance, but urgent-
ly. Bringing FCM closer to where women live will
save lives and reduce complications.

Perhaps the most crucial element is ensuring com-
munities — women and their families — trust and
recognise the value of these solutions. Too many
families dismiss fatigue, pallor or weakness as “nor-
mal” in pregnancy. Too many women quietly stop
taking tablets. Normalising anaemia testing and
treatment requires shifting community norms.
Making haemoglobin checks at par with blood pres-
sure or blood sugar, ensuring ASHA workers,
equipped with simple counselling tools, draw men
and mothers-in-law into conversations about anae-
mia reduction and women sharing recovery stories
in self-help groups are all important ways to build
trust. When communities demand services,
anaemia reduction accelerates.

None of this is beyond reach. The policies exist, the
science is clear and pilot initiatives are underway.
At a recent national conclave on maternal anaemia
convened by AIIMS Patna, experts, officials and
development partners unanimously agreed that we
cannot continue with business as usual. India
already has robust platforms like Poshan Abhiyaan
and Anaemia Mukt Bharat, with their ambitious
6x6x6 strategy. But success depends on institutions
and the government collaborating closely to embed
new innovations, close gaps in testing and engage
communities more directly.

Dr C.M. Singh is the director of the Ram
Manohar Lohia Institute of Medical Sciences,

Subhani

C.M. Singh

TERROR STRIKE
The car blast outside the Red Fort Metro
Station in New Delhi is a grim reminder of
the deepening terror nexus in India. The dis-
covery of nearly 3,000 kg of explosives
allegedly linked to Jaish-e-Mohammad and
Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind reveals how these
outfits have expanded beyond Kashmir
through white-collar networks. This shock-
ing incident underscores the urgent need for
concerted efforts to strengthen intelligence
coordination, close security gaps, and
ensure accountability at all levels. Bringing
the perpetrators to justice and dismantling
such covert terror operations must remain a
top national priority

M. Jeyaram,
Sholavandan

Ruchira Gupta
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

VOTE ON CLIMATE ACTION 
BEST WAY TO CLEAR SMOG

F
OR the first time in India, hundreds of  citizens gath-
ered on Sunday to protest the national capital’s dan-
gerously polluted air. It followed weeks when the 
lung-clogging particulate matter hovering over Delhi 
reached levels 20–30 times higher than the World 

Health Organization’s safe limit. The smog thickened af-
ter the protest. On Tuesday, it was declared ‘severe’—the
most alarming of  the six categories recognised by the 
Central Pollution Control Board. The next day, Delhi and 
three nearby towns were the only four among 249 urban 
centres where every monitor continued to flash red. Un-
der the emergency measures in place since 2020, schools 
have switched to hybrid classes, vehicle use has been re-
stricted, and non-essential construction suspended.

A decade ago, the horizon had looked brighter. India had 
negotiated the hard-wrought Paris Agreement to cap emis-
sions, announced the Solar Alliance, and set ambitious 
clean-energy targets. Yet, action since then has not matched 
the ambition. This year, India’s total renewable capacity 
touched 220.1 gigawatts—commendable progress in drawing 
half  its power from non-fossil sources. But consider this: 
China added 277 GW of  solar capacity in 2024 alone. On the 
other side of  the planet, delegates at COP30 in Brazil’s Belém 
were reminded of  the scale of  the crisis when torrential 
rains flooded the very venue of  the climate summit.

Meanwhile, in Delhi, the state pollution control commit-
tee’s X handle retweeted recent Air Quality Index readings 
when the city was merely ‘very poor’—on a scale artificially 
capped at 500, rendering the numbers globally incomparable. 
It is impossible to glimpse a clearer future through the opac-
ity of  an official machinery that seems to have given up, con-
tent to pull levers of  a clearly inadequate control system.

On Sunday, it was heartening to see that most of  the protes-
tors were young—as if  pointing an accusatory finger at the 
indifference of  older generations who have clouded their 
future. Weighing votes by climate action may be the most 
effective way to clear the smog of  incompetence. If  it draws 
more young voters to the booth, the politics of  some of  the 
world’s most polluted cities could finally begin to change.

Q U I C K  TA K E

AN ETHICAL TEST

IT’S an Andrew moment for Trump. Messages released 
by Democratic lawmakers on Wednesday show that the 
US president not only knew convicted child trafficker 

Jeffrey Epstein well, but that he had spent considerable 
time with one of  his victims too. For Andrew, it took 
years for the British establishment to move from revela-
tion to the action of  stripping him of  public roles. Now, 
this will be the biggest litmus test facing the US Con-
gress, which is set to reopen soon. If  the revelations are
extended, there are likely to be tolls on the other side of  
the aisle too. It will put to rest years of  speculation and 
give standup comedians months of  talking points. But 
first, it will be a test of  political ethics. 
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DIRECT CASH TRANSFER 
SCHEMES FOR WOMEN 

ARE A LIBERATING FORCE 

T
HE disbursal of  `10,000 as the first instalment of  a 
`2-lakh bonanza announced for women by the Nitish 
Kumar-led Bihar government has raised eyebrows. 
Though the timing of  the announcement brought up 
rightful questions about vote-bank politics, Bihar is 

not the first state to announce direct money transfers for 
women before an election. All major parties have resorted 
to similar schemes in the name of  facilitating self-employ-
ment. In neighbouring Jharkhand, the JMM-Congress 
alliance introduced a similar unconditional scheme to 
transfer `2,500 a month just before the assembly election
last year. Ditto for Maharashtra, where the BJP-led alli-
ance timed the announcement of  the `1,500-a-month Ma-
jhi Ladki Bahin Yojana with the 2024 state polls.

Such schemes have indeed caught a political tailwind in 
recent years. A new report by PRS Legislative Research 
shows that as many as 12 states will collectively spend a 
whopping `1.68 lakh crore on unconditional cash transfers 
to women in 2025-26—up from just two states implementing 
such programmes three years ago. The Supreme Court has 
expressed concerns over the timing of  such schemes.

It’s also true that these schemes put enormous pressure 
on the state coffers. The PRS report points out that of  the 
dozen states with such transfer schemes, six have projected 
revenue deficits this financial year. There is no doubt these 
schemes must be run prudently and be delinked from elec-
tions. However, in the long run, unconditional cash trans-
fers have a huge liberating impact on women, who continue 
to face patriarchy and oppression. The International La-
bour Organization has highlighted that women worldwide 
continue to earn a fifth less than men on average for the 
same jobs—all while performing three-quarters of  unpaid 
care work, too. Many studies have shown cash transfers im-
prove households’ nutritional security, enhance empower-
ment, increase voter turnouts, and reduce dependence on 
usurious moneylenders. Thus the schemes must be sup-
ported one way or another. One way to take off  the political 
edge that devolves on parties announcing such schemes 
could be for them to morph into a universal basic income 
aimed at half  the population in all states. For that, new fis-
cal calculations will surely have to be drawn up. 

N Sky Alert! What Happens 
When Satellites Fail (2013), Les 
Johnson had written about sat-
ellites being brought down by 
orbital debris, solar storms and 
war. In his 2021 novel Out of  
Sight, Martin Granger wrote 

about rogue orbital junk colliding with 
geosynchronous satellites—such as the 
GPS network that orbits at about 20,000 
km—and sending them crashing down 
to Earth. Both the nonfiction and fic-
tional prognoses were brutal: in the 
collision chain reaction, GPS would be 
disabled, resource and environmental 
monitoring lost, flights would crash, 
spysats and military recon would die, 
and satellite telescopes blinded.

The domain of  science fiction and 
somewhat outré intellectual maunder-
ing a quarter-century ago, no longer is 
a cascading satellite-collision event con-
sidered improbable. In the third week 
of  October, a piece of  smoking space 
junk landed in the desert on an access 
road to a mine in the Pilbara region of  
Western Australia, and reignited slow-
burn concerns that the Kessler Syn-
drome, which all space scientists fear, 
had become not an ‘if ’, but a ‘when’.

It is a near-mantra in catastrophology 
that there is a wait period of  roughly 
half-a-century before theory becomes 
fact. Nasa scientists Donald Kessler and 
Burton Cour-Palais proposed the Kes-
sler Syndrome theory in 1978: that over-
crowding in low Earth orbit—800-2,000 
km in space, where most satellites are 
parked—could start a domino effect  
of  collisions with cataclysmic impacts. 
In a sense, it is time for the theory to 
show its teeth. And it has.

As of  2022, there were an estimated 
15,100 metric tonnes of  space debris shoot-
ing round Earth—54,000 pieces 10 cm in 
length and longer (about 9,300 of  them 
with active payloads), 1.2 million 1-10 cm 
in size, and more than 140 million from 1 
mm to 1 cm. The ones less than a centime-
tre were considered technically impossi-
ble to track—until the Pilbara piece 
crashlanded. It was 150 cm in diameter, 
and should have been visible, but wasn’t.

The space archaeologist Alice Gor-
man, author of  the 2019 book Dr Space 
Junk vs the Universe said, “There was no 
indication it was going to re-enter right 
now so people weren’t expecting it—
when I went to look for re-entry predic-
tions I couldn’t find anything, which is 
an indication of  the suddenness of  it.”

According to the US Aerospace Cor-

poration, a space object catalogue or 
satellite catalogue is maintained by 
Joint Combined Space Operations 
Center (CSpOC) at Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, part of  the US Strategic 
Command. One of  CSpOC’s missions is 
to detect, track, and identify all objects 
in Earth orbit in addition to monitor-
ing the International Space Station and 
other Nasa satellites for collisions.

Also located at Vandenberg Air Force 
Base is the US Air Force’s 18th Space 
Control Squadron, which operates the 
Space Surveillance Network, which over-
sees radar and optical sensors at various 
sites around the world. These sensors 
observe and track objects that are larger 
than a softball in low Earth orbit (LEO) 
and basketball-sized objects or larger, in 
higher, geosynchronous orbits. The sen-
sors can determine which orbit the ob-
jects are in, and that information is used 
to predict close approaches, reentries 
and the probability of  a collision.”

In the event, CSpOC missed the Pilbara 
spacejunk altogether, raising questions 
about not only the efficacy of  its panopti-
cal claims but also about whether it is 
possible to track space debris individu-
ally in a sky full of  them like confetti. 
The Aerospace Corporation says that the 

“US military is currently tracking about 
20,000 objects and has cataloged more 
than 40,000 objects over the years”. This 
means that the US military is currently 
tracking 0.014 percent of  space debris, 
most but hardly all too tiny to be tracked. 
It’s like playing catch while blindfolded. 
The European Space Agency’s Space En-
vironment Report 2025 says that “intact 
satellites or rocket bodies are now re-en-
tering the Earth atmosphere on average 
more than three times a day”.

Tipping Points of  Space Debris in Low 
Earth Orbit, a paper published in the  
International Journal of  the Commons in 
January 2024, says, “Over the past dec-
ade, the annual number of  recorded re-
entries has dramatically increased, aver-
aging around 300 yearly re-entries from 
2012 to 2019 and then growing to nearly 
2000 yearly re-entries in 2021 to 2023.”

Gorman speculated that the Pilbara 
spacejunk could be the end-stage from a 
Chinese Jielong-3 rocket launched in 
late September. A paper presented at the 
International Astronautical Congress in 
Sydney in early October states that 88 
percent of  “the 50 most concerning piec-
es of  space junk in low Earth orbit” 
were rocket bodies. But while the origin 
of  the debris remains speculation—an 
investigation by the Australian Space 
Agency could take months—the Chinese 
National Space Agency reached out to 
Nasa “over a manoeuvre to prevent a 
possible collision between satellites”.  

‘Nearspace’ has, according to the 
Space Debris User Portal, about 15,860 
satellites, 12,900 of  them functioning as 
of  October 21. At the current rate of  
rocket launches—258 in 2024 (the maxi-
mum in any year since the first launch 
in 1957), with the US leading with 145 
launches—the end of  this decade could 
see about 70,000 active satellites at alti-
tudes below 2,000 km.

“If  space debris is not stabilised in 
the relative near-term,” says the IJC  
paper, “any deferred efforts to clean 
LEO or reduce active missions will only 
grant a few additional decades.”

Imagine the sky afire with raining 
debris. (Views are personal)

 (kajalrbasu@gmail.com)

WHEN THE SKY RAINS FIRE

KAJAL BASU Veteran journalistI

For a long time, scientists such as 
Nasa’s Donald Kessler have feared 
a cataclysmic chain reaction caused 
by overcrowding of space debris in 
Earth’s orbit. The recent crash of 
smoking satellite junk in Western 
Australia might just be an early 
warning of what’s to come

Terrorists may end up like the man who, 
having won a great many tokens at the 
roulette table, is surprised when the casino 
tells him his winnings cannot be cashed

Amir 
Taheri

Doc links
Ref: Pulwama doctor in the middle of the 
‘car bomb’ (Nov 12). It  was disheartening to 
read about the involvement of doctors in the 
tragedy. People may be quick to point fingers 
at a community, but it need not to be so. The 
right intent must be investigated and any 
unverified link to religion should be avoided.
Amrose, Thiruvananthapuram

White-collar criminals
Ref: Conspirators won’t be spared: PM 
(Nov 12). The blast exposes not only a 
security failure but also the silent hand of 
white-collar terror—those who finance, plan, 
and justify violence from behind corporate 
or political desks. While the frontline 
perpetrators face the law, the elite enablers 
remain untouched. True justice demands 
tracing this invisible network. 
Eldho Thankachan, Ernakulam

Democratic confidence
Ref: ECI must address trust deficit (Nov 
12). The Election Commission’s credibility 
is central to India’s democracy, and even 
a hint of bias can weaken public faith. 
Instead of dismissing allegations, the ECI 
should proactively share verified data and 
clarify anomalies. Transparency, timely 
communication, and visible accountability 
alone can restore confidence. 
Abbharna Barathi, Chennai

Premature calls
Ref: #RIPPrematureObits (Nov 12). The 
insensitive declaration of VIP deaths before 
time is mischievous. The media—both 
social and conventional—is a race to break 
news, sometimes even before an event’s 
occurrence. Sheer callousness is responsible 
for these attempts to garner attention. 
Rajarao Kumar, Bengaluru 

UN funding
Ref: Next in Trump’s crosshairs (Nov 12). 
While the US president can have a direct 
bearing on American foreign policy and 
delay payments, any significant change to 
the US’s involvement in UN funding requires 
congressional approval through legislation. 
Such a move requires significant bipartisan 
support, which is not guaranteed.
N Rama Rao, Chennai

Helping claimants
Ref: For due diligence on PF dues (Nov 
12). Approving settlements of unclaimed 
assets requires an engrained humanitarian 
approach. The present staff strength in 
Indian institutions is inadequate, added 
with rare monitoring and follow-ups. Simple 
manual procedures should be followed.
V R Ganesan, Chennai 

OR nearly a decade and a half, 
India’s cities have felt secure—
calm streets, crowded metros, 
and a quiet faith in the invisible 
shield of  our intelligence and 
police networks. The explosion 
outside Red Fort metro station 

in New Delhi will shake that sense of  
safety. Whether it was an intended terror 
act or an accidental detonation, the intent 
behind it was unmistakable—to harm In-
dians, and thereby, India’s confidence.

The incident must not be viewed mere-
ly as an isolated tragedy, but as a symp-
tom of  a deeper malaise. It signals the 
quiet resurgence of  ideological extrem-
ism in India’s urban underbelly—a phe-
nomenon that has long simmered beneath 
the surface, particularly in parts of  Jam-
mu and Kashmir, but has now seeped into 
the social fabric of  several metropolitan 
centres. No longer limited to remote val-
leys or border districts, it is travelling 
through cities, universities, prayer 
groups, and online echo chambers.

The unchecked spread of  extremist  
ideology is today the most dangerous mul-
tiplier of  terrorism. While our security 
forces and intelligence agencies have done 
exemplary work in shrinking the number 
of  active terrorists in J&K and in curbing 
infiltration from across the Line of  Control, 
radicalism has not been subdued. It doesn’t 
manifest daily, yet it builds the invisible 
scaffolding on which terror networks 
stand—those of  sympathisers, financiers, 
propagandists and facilitators who blur  
the line between faith and fanaticism.

The difficulty is conceptual as much as 
operational. Around the world, nations 
have struggled to draw the line between 
religiosity and radicalism. Deradicalisa-
tion programmes, from Europe to South-
east Asia, show uneven results because 
the process requires theological engage-
ment, psychological counselling, and 
community partnership. India faces this 
challenge acutely because its diversity 
makes any single approach inadequate.

Over the past 15 years, India’s intelli-
gence and police services have kept terror 
geographically confined to J&K. Their 
record in preventing large-scale attacks in 
urban India is outstanding. Yet, sleeper 
cells have quietly rebuilt themselves in the 
shadows—from Bengaluru and Hydera-
bad to Lucknow and Delhi. These are not 
the crude, cell-phone-wielding modules of  
the past; they are educated, white-collared, 
networked, ideologically-wired, and often 
hidden behind respectable professional 
identities. That a group of  doctors could 
turn radical despite their education in  
India’s premier institutions reveals the 
scale and subtlety of  the challenge.

The radicalisation of  professionals is 
not new. In the Islamic State’s early years, 
engineers, medics and graduates from Eu-
rope and West Asia joined its ranks in 
what analysts called ‘nihilistic seduc-
tion’—a search for purpose through de-
struction. India was largely spared that 
wave; only a few Indians travelled to Syria 
or Iraq, reaffirming our social cohesion. 
But that belief  is shaken when a qualified 
Delhi doctor, reportedly with extremist 
leanings, drives into a crowded road junc-
tion with explosives. Even if  intent is un-
clear, the pattern is deeply unsettling.

The challenge lies not only in ideology 
but in ecosystems. Terrorism endures 
through networks of  finance, narcotics, 
media and over-ground workers. India 
has curbed many of  these—the National 
Investigation Agency’s crackdown on 
funding and crossborder flows has 
choked resources. Yet, ideological net-
works of  preachers and influencers re-

main a grey zone, operating within the 
thin legality of  religious expression and 
using sermons and social media to qui-
etly shape vulnerable minds.

Some of  these networks have found new 
soil in India’s cities, where anonymity and 
mobility allow radical ideas to thrive un-
noticed. This is where the danger multi-
plies. Urban radicalisation does not require 
direct instruction from across the border; 
it grows locally, often through grievance 
narratives amplified online. The conver-
gence of  faith-based grievance, political 
polarisation, and online propaganda makes 
deradicalisation extraordinarily complex.

We must also acknowledge the changing 
demographic of  extremist sympathisers. 
They are younger, better educated, and 
more connected to global currents of  re-
sentment. In Kashmir, years of  exposure 
to both conflict and counter-insurgency 
have hardened perspectives. Yet, in cities 
outside the valley, radicalisation stems 

less from personal experience of  conflict 
and more from digital proximity—the con-
sumption of  global Islamist content that 
repackages victimhood as virtue.

In this context, India’s success in opera-
tional counter-terrorism—the neutralisa-
tion of  thousands of  terrorists, the con-
tainment of  infiltration, the establishment 
of  a robust grid—cannot automatically 
translate into success against radicalism. 
Bullets and barricades cannot penetrate 
ideas. This calls for a dual approach:  
technology to monitor and pre-empt, and
community engagement to heal and per-
suade. The role of  the moderate and na-
tionalist clergy is invaluable in this.

The experience of  nations such as Sin-
gapore offers useful lessons. There, a net-
work of  moderate clerics and community 
leaders has been mobilised to interpret 
Islamic teachings within a modern, plural 
framework, providing credible alterna-
tives to extremist narratives. India, with 
its vast and diverse Muslim population, 
must craft its own model—one that draws 
upon the wisdom of  friendly and patriotic 
religious scholars who can bridge the  
divide between faith and state. Such en-
gagement cannot be cosmetic; it must be 
structured, resourced and sustained.

A worrying trend is the possible re-
turn of  suicide terrorism to India’s dis-
course. While ‘fedayeen’ gun attacks have 
occurred in J&K since the 1990s, true sui-
cide bombings—where the body becomes 
the weapon—have been rare and alien to 
India’s psyche. Pakistan’s tribal belt and 
Afghanistan normalised them, but if  the 
Red Fort blast involved self-sacrifice, it 
marks a psychological shift. Cultivated 
through ideological grooming that glori-
fies death, such acts demand introspec-
tion. Technology can detect explosives, 
but only social resilience and under-
standing—through research, digital lit-
eracy and inclusive dialogue—can truly 
immunise minds against extremism. 
The lesson is simple but urgent; terror 
feeds on exclusion. The answer to its ap-
peal lies in inclusion, dialogue, and op-
portunity. No community should feel tar-
geted; no faith should feel besieged. 
India’s pluralism is its ultimate shield.

Urban India today stands at an inflec-
tion point. The security grid that has pro-
tected it for fifteen years will need aug-
mentation with psychological insight and 
social intelligence. Technology can dis-
rupt a plot, but only empathy can prevent 
one. As Delhi recovers from its night of  
fear, it must remind the nation that vigi-
lance is not the task of  the government 
alone—it is the collective duty of  society.
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