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Policy missteps
India has allowed panic over fuel
availability to spread
T he events unfolding in West Asia have

shone a spotlight not only on India’s
energy security, but also oniits policy pre-
paredness and communication strategy in times
of crisis. With India importing close to 90% of its
oil needs, it is natural that any disruption to sup-
ply chains would hit it hard. The Strait of Hormuz
is particularly vital in the supply chain. To the go-
vernment’s credit, it has been gradually trying to
reduce India’s oil import dependence. The push
for ethanol and biofuels is a step in this direction.
Smoothening their adoption should continue to
be a policy priority in the near term. That said,
India’s dependence on imported oil remains vast
and growing, with the economy expanding by
6%-8% every year. Therefore, measures such as
ethanol or biofuel-blending are only likely to be
of marginal strategic significance. The policies on
importing oil need to become more long-term
oriented and robust in the face of external pres-
sure. The crisis in West Asia has shown India just
how important supplies from Russia are, at a
time when New Delhi had been cutting Russian
oil imports due to American pressure. In the
past, the government had given in to U.S. pres-
sure over Iranian and Venezuelan oil. The U.S. is
now encouraging India to import Russian oil
again to steady global markets. The U.Ss 50% ta-
riffs were hard to bear, but India knew that the
U.S. Supreme Court was deliberating on the is-
sue, and, so, could have waited a month for its or-
der. As things stand, India may no longer receive
adiscount for Russian oil, it has squandered Mos-
cow’s trust, respect from the U.S. is diminishing,
and a trade deal with it remains distant.
Government officials have made anonymous
statements saying that fuel prices will not be
hiked in response to higher oil prices. This is as
much a political necessity as a moral one. After
all, fuel prices were not cut over the last two and
a half years even when oil prices were comforta-
bly low. The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY), providing LPG connections to house-
holds, has also laid bare how policy does not anti-
cipate crises. Households have benefited from
the PMUY, but the resultant increase in LPG de-
mand — without a commensurate increase in sta-
ble supplies and reserves — has meant that res-
taurants and hotels are now suffering amid
shortages. Finally, the policy of the government
to so far communicate only through off-record
briefings and occasional tweets has meant panic
over fuel availability has spread faster than war-
ranted. Tuesday’s inter-ministerial press confe-
rence came days late and no questions were ta-
ken. Clear, accountable communication was
needed, yet missing. The government’s crisis
communication needs more work.

A seismic decision
India needs a holistic, implementable
earthquake zoning framework
T he Centre’s rollback of the revision to In-

dia’s earthquake zoning by the Bureau of

Indian Standards (BIS), follows a major
challenge to the methodology used, which some
engineers believe are out of sync with site-based
evaluations. Yet, the reversal is driven largely by
the massive cost and execution implications, as
the decision impacts urban planning, disaster
preparedness and climate resilience. The current
earthquake zoning exercise is an opportunity to
disaster- and climate-proof cityscapes, power in-
frastructure, dams, highways, and homes and of-
fices as India undertakes an urban infrastructure
expansion. Getting the zoning framework right
has, arguably, never been more important.

At the heart of the debate lies the scientific ap-
proximation of possible earthquakes and their in-
tensities, vis-a-vis the preparedness of the built
environment to withstand them. Globally, most
advanced economies and seismically active re-
gions now use Probabilistic Seismic Hazard As-
sessment (PSHA), a dynamic framework that mo-
dels earthquake risk through probability-based
simulations of ground motion. Until now, India
has primarily used a simpler fixed zoning model.
The BIS’s attempt to move toward this globally ac-
cepted framework is, therefore, directionally cor-
rect. However, some structural engineers and
policymakers argue that the revisions, which
were notified in November 2025 and withdrawn
on March 3, were too stringent. The proposed fra-
mework introduced an entirely new top-risk ca-
tegory, Zone VI, covering most of Kashmir, parts
of the Himalayan belt, Kutch in Gujarat and the
north-east. Urban planners worry that such zon-
ing could stall developmental and infrastructure
activity in already economically fragile regions,
and potentially push more housing into the infor-
mal sector — which already accounts for nearly
80% of India’s homes. Estimates suggest that a
one-zone increase could raise costs by around
20%, and two zones by nearly one-third. For ma-
jor infrastructure such as metro rail system

Holding up half the sky on India’s farms

s we celebrated Women’s Day on

March 8 this year, we also celebrated

the International Year of the Woman

Farmer (announced by the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization). It
was an opportunity to recognise the contribution
of working women to India’s agricultural
economy. As official statistics do not give a
complete picture of the scale of participation,
type of work, and economic contribution of
women, it is field data that we must turn to. It
tells us that while women'’s labour is central to
crop and livestock production, the remuneration
to women workers is extremely low and
stagnating.

Counting women workers

First and foremost, we lack accurate information
on how many women are actually engaged in
agriculture, livestock rearing, fisheries and other
allied activities. Large-scale labour force surveys
(such as the Periodic Labour Force Surveys) are
unable to capture women workers accurately
because in a largely informal agrarian economy,
women’s work is often home- or farm-based,
unpaid, seasonal, intermittent (even over the
course of a single day), and intermingled with
care work. For example, a woman respondent
may not report herself as a “worker” if her day
involves multiple tasks of child care interspersed
with animal rearing.

‘What official labour force surveys tell us is that
women’s work participation in rural India has
risen sharply in recent years. Among rural girls
and women aged 15 years and above, 46.5% were
in the workforce in 2023-24 as compared to 35%
in 2011-12. This still remains lower than the rest of
the world: according to the International Labour
Office, women’s work participation was in the
range 57%-63% in a majority of countries.

Hidden behind this statistic that shows a rise in
rural women workers lies a less happy reality,
namely, that the rise is largely in the count of
‘self-employed’ women, reflecting a lack of wage
employment opportunities. In 2011-12, 60% of
rural women workers were classified as
self-employed; the proportion rose to 73 per cent
in 2023-24. In the same period, the share of
women employed as regular and casual wage
workers fell. Further, the share of self-employed
women working in the agricultural sector rose
from 48% to 62%, and, of the total number of
self-employed workers in agriculture, women
comprised almost one-half (47.2%in 2023-24).

Put together, in 2023-24, there were at least
117.6 million women working in agriculture (of
‘whom 21.7 million were hired workers, 95.1
million were self-employed and 0.8 million were
regular workers). The estimated male workforce
in agriculture was 127.5 million.

The first sector we consider is crop
production. Official statistics cannot tell us the
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share of women workers in total labour deployed
in crop cultivation as gender-disaggregated data
on family labour are not collected. We provide an
answer with data from village-level surveys
conducted by the PARI project of the Foundation
for Agrarian Studies (www.fas.org.in/pari). From
this unique database of 27 villages, we draw on
two villages, Palakurichi and Venmani, from
Nagapattinam district of Tamil Nadu (studied in
2019) and two villages (Harveli and Mahatwar)
from western and eastern Uttar Pradesh (studied
in 2023).

As a socio-economic classification of
households in these villages is available, we focus
on the peasantry and manual worker households,
who constitute the majority. We have excluded
landlord or capitalist farmer households, and
those engaged in business or salaried
employment.

In the four selected villages, women accounted
for about one-third of family labour (except the
village in western Uttar Pradesh where it was
lower). When family and hired labour are
combined, women accounted for the major share
in Palakurichi (61%) and Venmani (57%) in Tamil
Nadu, and about 41% in Mahatwar village of
eastern Uttar Pradesh. These differences arose on
account of several factors including crop choice
and farming systems, and the socio-economic
composition of households. Nevertheless, the key
message is that crop cultivation relies heavily on
women'’s labour.

The second sector is livestock rearing, one of
the fastest growing sectors within agriculture,
and where women constitute the primary work
force. The PARI village studies show that in
family-based livestock rearing (particularly milch
cattle and poultry), most tasks are performed by
women. If a household owned cattle, inevitably a
woman participated in livestock labour, spending
about 2 hours for every animal reared. At last
count, 40 million rural households owned milch
animals (All India Debt and Investment Survey,
2018-19), suggesting that around 40 million
women were engaged in animal rearing.

The third sector is wage labour. As
mechanisation has progressed and aggregate
demand for labour in agriculture has declined, so
has the demand for women’s labour. Our
estimates show that the share of women workers
in total casual labour employment in crop
production ranged from 16% to 71% across the
four villages, but was more than one-third in all
but the western U.P. village (where labour hiring
is more complex given the scale of sugarcane
cultivation). And, these women hired workers
belonged not only to manual labour households
but also to the lower rungs of the peasantry.

Earnings and wages
For a workforce of more than 100 million, the
question of remuneration is clearly important.

What is the level of explicit or implicit earnings
obtained by a woman worker in agriculture
today?

For wage workers, the prevailing wage rate is
observable. At today’s prices, a woman worker in
agriculture earned less than 3300 a day in all four
villages. The gender gap in wages was higher in
those regions with overall higher wage levels.
Women's wages (¥290) were less than 50% of
male wages in the two villages of Tamil Nadu; in
the two villages of Uttar Pradesh, women’s wages
were lower (¥242-3276) but so were men’s wages
and the gender gap was narrower.

Official statistics reveal a similar story. In
November 2025, according to the Labour Bureau,
the average all-India daily wage for agricultural
work (sowing/transplanting/weeding) for a
‘woman was ¥384. There were, of course,
variations across States, with women workers in
Kerala receiving the highest daily wage (3646).
Furthermore, data show that wages corrected for
inflation have barely risen over the last decade.

There are no official data on women’s earnings
in livestock earnings, and we estimated the
implicit daily earning, based on income
generated from animals over the year (based on
production of milk, dung) and total hours of
work. In the two U.P. villages, where milch
animals were widely held, the implicit daily
earning was around ¥100. In short, women
earned only two-fifths of the prevailing
agricultural wage rate for their labour in cattle
rearing.

Turning to crop production, it is difficult to
estimate earnings per worker, as many members
of a family may contribute to production. Suffice
to note that in all four study villages, the return
from crop production was low, averaging less
than 16,000 a year in the eastern U.P. village and
less than 324,000 in Palakurichi, the Tamil Nadu
village. Even if half the income was apportioned
to women, their incomes would not be high.

The picture so far

It is clear that women now constitute about
one-half of the agricultural workforce in India
(the actual number is likely to be higher for the
reasons mentioned above). The majority of rural
women were self-employed workers, but only
10% of rural women owned land, the primary
asset for a cultivator. Turning to agricultural
workers, women workers now (21.7 million)
exceed the number of male workers (19.7 million),
a first-time occurrence in post-Independence
India, but wage rates for women are low in
absolute terms, with a few exceptions, and reveal
a large gender wage gap.

‘Women workers hold up half the sky in rural
India. The Indian state has failed to correctly
record the number of women workers, and to
ensure that they receive decent wages and all
rights as workers.

Youth-backed RSP win signals Nepal's new political era

has produced a refreshing, if stunning,

outcome. The landslide victory of the
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) is a watershed in
Nepali politics. Traditional political parties were
routed; prominent leaders of the ancien régime,
including senior leaders from the Nepali Congress
(NC) and the Communist Party of Nepal (United
Marxist-Leninist), or CPN(UML), lost to newer
political faces. For New Delhi, this is a unique
opportunity to shape a new future for bilateral
relations.

The elections were held in the backdrop of the
Gen Z movement, in September 2025. The
massive protests, by Nepal’s youth, were directed
against the twin issues of corruption and
nepotism. They led to the formation of a
temporary government led by former Nepal Chief
Justice Sushila Karki as the interim Prime
Minister, with a clear mandate to hold the n
elections. Ct dati

N epal’s general election, on March 5, 2026,

ly, on the recc n
of Ms. Karki, the President dissolved the lower
house of Parliament, and the general election
being held. For the 275-member House of
Representative, 165 members are elected under
first past the post (FPTP), and 110 members
under proportional representation (PR) where
voters choose parties. It is to the credit of Ms.
Karki that the elections were held peacefully.

A party needs 138 seats in Nepal's parliament
to form a government, and it is clear that the RSP
will comfortably form the new government
without a coalition partner.

The rise of a party

Although relatively new to national politics —
having secured 20 seats in Parliament in the 2022
general election — the RSP has clearly captured
public sentiment. Its rise can largely be attributed
to dissatisfaction with traditional political parties,
particularly among the youth. While RSP
chairman, Rabi Lamichhane was made Deputy
Prime Minister and Home Minister of Nepal in
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2022, in the coalition government led by Pushpa
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’, he was arrested in
what were seen as framed charges of corruption.
During the Gen Z protests, he was released from
prison.

A resonance

The RSP has declared Balendra “Balen” Shah as
its prime ministerial candidate, while Mr.
Lamichhane will retain the Party president post.
The most startling symbol of a generational
political shift is Mr. Shah’s rise, a former rapper
who stunned the political establishment by
becoming the Mayor of Kathmandu as an
independent candidate in 2022. Mr. Shah, a
trained structural engineer, first made his name
in Nepal's hip-hop scene. His rap lyrics — sharp,
irreverent and often angry — took aim at
corruption, political complacency and the
everyday frustrations of urban life. His songs such
as “Balidan”, circulated widely among young
Nepalis long before he entered politics,made him
an unlikely voice of dissent for a generation
weary of cynical politics.

As Mayor, his proactive initiatives in
Kathmandu included a cleanliness drive,
beautification, waste management, and the
creation of “no traffic zones”. Confident of
winning the election, he defeated former Prime
Minister K.P. Sharma Oli in his traditional
constituency Jhapa-5 by a margin of nearly
50,000 votes.

The RSP caught the imagination of the youth;
the party fielded many candidates under the age
of 40, as 52% of Nepal's voters are between the
age of 18 to 40 years. The RSP’s party manifesto
or “Bacha Patra” appealed to young Nepalis,
focusing on clean governance, corruption free
politics, administrative and judicial reforms. But
the RSP is largely untested, gaining support from
an electorate that expressed its discontent with
political instability, rampant corruption and poor
economic development.

Since the adoption of the new constitution in
2015, no single party has ever won a majority in
Parliament. The RSP now has a major
responsibility to provide a stable government
with no room for inner-party fissures, like other
parties. Unmet expectations can quickly turn into
frustrations. The new government should focus
on socio-economic development, completing
ongoing projects and identifying new ones which
will benefit younger Nepalis.

The path for India to take

India has congratulated Ms. Karki for successfully
conducting the elections and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has said that “as a close friend
and neighbour, India remains steadfast in its
commitment to working closely with the people
of Nepal” and [wished] “their new Government
to scale new heights of shared peace, progress
and prosperity”. The real course of India’s
policies must be guided by three principles.

First, respect for Nepal’s democratic process.
Governments will rise and fall, and coalitions will
form and dissolve. India’s engagement should
remain consistent, whatever the political
configuration in Kathmandu.

Second, there should be partnership through
development rather than patronage.
Infrastructure connectivity, energy cooperation
and educational exchange can deepen trust far
more effectively than overbearing political
oversight.

Third, focus on quiet diplomacy. India’s
influence in Nepal has historically been the
strongest when exercised with sensitivity rather
than visibility.

The Nepal election was not merely a domestic
political event. It was part of a larger story —the
evolution of a young democracy navigating its
own aspirations in a complex geopolitical
environment. For India, the challenge is not to
shape that story but to support it with warmth
and positivity.

dams and power stations, the cost implication
could be significantly higher. Pushback to the BIS
revisions has come from both the private sector
and within government, including the Ministries
of Housing and Urban Affairs, Home Affairs, the
Central Water Commission and the National Dam
Safety Authority. Another layer in this debate is
climate. The construction sector in India is
among its largest dispersed sources of carbon
emissions. While a revision in the earthquake
zoning framework is necessary, it requires wider
consultation across ministries, regulators and in-
dustry stakeholders. Only a holistic and imple-
mentable framework can strengthen disaster re-
silience and address climate mitigation,
affordability and execution challenges.
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Time to make a switch
Indian households should
be encouraged to adopt
induction cooktops instead
of traditional gas stoves
that contribute to
greenhouse gas emissions.
Induction cooking is about
90% energy efficient,
compared with roughly 40%
efficiency in gas stoves due
to heat loss. It is also safer
and more space-efficient.

power outages or

on imported LPG.

V. Vishnu,
Chennai

Policies should promote
induction cooktops and
compatible cookware. A
practical shift could be the
use of induction stoves for
daily cooking, with a single
gas burner retained for

specialised cooking. This
could reduce dependence

Baffling statement
Former Tamil Nadu
Governor R.N. Ravi, who has

“golden days” stands in
stark contrast to the highly
tumultuous, and often

d the ional

now been app
Governor of West Bengal,
has stated that the “54
months he spent in Tamil
Nadu would remain the
golden days of his life” It is
baffling how Mr. Ravi could
make such a statement, as
the characterisation of his
tenure in the State as

«
relationship he maintained

Corrections & Clarifications

second instance.

with the ruling DMK
government and Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin.

Mr. Ravi frequently clashed
with the State government,

In'a report, “SC to look into plea against law on Muslim inheritance” (in-
side pages, March 11, 2026), the second paragraph should have said *...a
one-fourth share”, in the first instance, and *... ane-eighth share” in the
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criticised the “Dravidian
model” as an “expired
ideology”, delayed assent to
several Assembly bills, and
even walked out of the
Assembly over disputes on
the State anthem.

R, Sivakumar,

Chennai

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the full postal

address and the full name.
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Reforming choice-based education

hoice’ and “flexibility”
have become the new
buzzwords in
educational reforms
and policy documents. Across the
country, educators are focusing —
more than ever before — on
catering to the individual needs
and aspirations of students. The
traditional one-size-fits-all model is
giving way to an approach that
values the diversity of student
aptitudes and interests.

The new paradigm encourages
multiple pathways, allowing
students to pursue combinations
of courses and careers that align
with their passions and potential.
A science major can now minor in
music, for instance — a shift
symbolic of the move from
teacher-centric to learner-centric
education. The focus has
expanded beyond disciplinary
boundaries, embracing
multi-disciplinary and even
transdisciplinary approaches. The
rationale is clear: learning
confined to a single discipline risks
isolating students from related
fields, while cross-disciplinary
study offers a larger and fuller
perspective of the world.

However, when such ideals are
imposed upon a rigid academic
framework like ours, the choice
offered is Hobson’s choice —
choice in name only. Teacher
workload, conventional pedagogy,
poor student to teacher ratios, and
outdated evaluation systems
conspire to reduce flexibility to a
mere paper promise.

6

The illusion of choice

The introduction of the
Choice-Based Credit and Semester
System (CBCSS) in Kerala in 2009
was heralded as a landmark
reform meant to offer students
more freedom. In theory, credits
were to reflect weekly teaching
hours. In practice, the system
accommodated anomalies: a
four-credit course could run for
five hours a week, while a
two-credit course might require
just four hours. Such
inconsistencies were quietly
ignored to maintain the illusion of
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freedom. Moreover, the so-called
buffet of choices were hardly
choices in the real sense. Beyond a
set of compulsory core courses,
students were offered a limited
selection of ‘electives’, often
chosen by the departments
themselves. The much-advertised
“open course” —a two-credit
paper in the fifth semester offered
to students of other departments
— was the only semblance of
choice. Thus, despite the rhetoric,
genuine academic freedom
remained a distant dream.

The same rhetoric of flexibility
once again took centre stage, with
the launch of the Four-Year
Undergraduate Programme
(FYUGP) in Kerala in 2024, as
mandated by the National
Education Policy, 2020. The new
structure allowed students to
switch majors and minors,
theoretically enhancing autonomy.
Yet, unlike earlier curriculum
changes, this reform demanded
deep structural changes, making it
highly challenging. The traditional
idea of teachers delivering lectures
in fixed classrooms gave way to
students moving across
departments in search of suitable
courses and teachers.

It goes without saying that
structural changes pose
insurmountable challenges. A case
in point was a clause in the
university regulations of Kerala
prohibiting students from
choosing minors from allied
disciplines. While it was intended
to promote interdisciplinary
learning, it inadvertently hindered
specialisation.

Disciplines like Commerce and
Functional English, which had
previously allowed aligned
minors, found this rule
counterproductive — a restriction
masquerading as choice.

Need for systemic changes

For any reform to succeed,
systemic changes are essential.
During the author’s tenure as
Chairperson of the Board of
Studies in English at the University
of Calicut in 2017, two key
innovations were introduced.

The first was a skill-oriented
question paper for the course on
Communication Skills. The
traditional format, filled with essay
questions on theories and models,
failed to test actual
communication ability. It was
replaced with a purely
activity-based paper designed to
assess real skills. Yet even this
change ran into bureaucratic
hurdles: permission for an
accompanying answer booklet
was denied on “confidentiality”
grounds, forcing evaluators to flip
endlessly between question
papers (which carried more than
twice the number of questions of
its earlier counterpart) and answer
sheets.

The second innovation was a
course titled ‘Introducing
Literature’ — a hands-on,
concept-driven paper designed to
teach how to read literature rather
than merely what to read. Instead
of memorising texts and
answering questions on the basis
of prescribed texts, students were
taught literary concepts and were
required to interpret unseen
passages from linguistic, aesthetic
and political angles. Ironically, this
radical step met more resistance
from teachers than students, as it
demanded a shift from
conventional methods to
concept-based teaching, teaching
us the valuable lesson that teacher
preparedness and training should
have been ensured prior to rolling
out the reforms.

Facing ground realities

Today, the FYUGP aspires to make
undergraduate education more
skill-based, research-oriented, and
autonomous, with a modest 10%
autonomy given to teachers for
framing syllabi wherein each
teacher can pitch in their
innovative ideas. Yet, at the
ground level, classrooms and
methodology remain largely
unchanged. One can only reap the
results if adequate teacher training
is provided, if class sizes are
smaller, and if research were to be
integrated into teaching
workloads.

The crisis of the Left in Telangana

The CPI (M) needs to find a way to convert its ground-level support to votes
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he Communist Party
T of India (Marxist) or

the CPI (M)’s Telanga-
na State committee appears to
be at a crossroads. With less
than three years for Assembly
elections in the State, the par-
ty seems to be facing multiple
challenges which are impact-
ing its efforts to revive electo-
ral fortunes of the past. With
its sizeable vote bank, espe-
cially in the Nalgonda and
Khammam districts, the party
used to play a key role in the
victory of its allies, mainly the
Congress and later the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS).

But, the party’s prospects
have undergone a sea change,
after the bifurcation of Andhra
Pradesh, with the party win-
ning just one Assembly seat,
Bhadrachalam, in 2014 and
drawing a blank in the elec-
tions in 2018 and 2023.

The results of the recent
elections to the urban and ru-
ral local bodies have revealed
the party’s situation at the
ground level. Its supporters
have come down significantly.
The party could barely win a
few wards in the municipal
elections as well as in the elec-
tions to the sarpanch posts,
although the latter elections
are not contested on party
symbols. Such an absence of
votes and the subsequent lack
of representation in the As-
sembly has dampened the spi-
rits of CPI (M) activists who
had long been associated with
the party. This has yet again
exposed the CPI (M)’s weak-
ness in converting its grass-
roots support to actual votes.

Crisis of leadership
Coming at this juncture was
the party’s central leader-

from full party membership
for a period not exceeding one
year, and expulsion. CPI (M)
Polit Bureau member B.V.
Raghavulu said that Mr. Vee-
rabhadram’s issue was the
party’s internal affair, and that
it would not have any impact
on its plans in the future. The
party was now focussed on
drawing up a policy agenda,
the implementation of which
will be of paramount impor-
tance for political parties to sa-

Telangana

ship’s decision to censure se-
nior leader Tammineni Vee-

rabhadram which has caused | feguard the rights of the work-
consternation among a sec- | ing classes and help in
tion of CPI (M) leaders and | alleviating the sufferings of the
cadre. The central committee | poor, he said.

felt that instead of increasing
the party’s influence among
the people, it faced questions
about its survival when Mr.
Veerabhadram was at the
helm. Mr. Veerabhadram was
reportedly also faulted for not
taking steps to infuse new
blood into the party.

This is not the first time the
senior leader has been re-
proached by the central lea-
dership. Mr. Veerabhadram
had earlier been reprimanded
by the CPI (M) central commit-
tee when he, then State Secre-
tary of the party, had formed
the Bahujan Left Front in the
runup to the 2018 elections,
allegedly projecting the candi-
dates on caste lines. The cen-
tral committee felt that the
emphasis on caste identity
had reduced the alliance to a
caste-based front, which was a
major departure from the CPI
(M)’s basic position.

However, senior members
were keen to emphasise that
such disciplinary actions
against senior leaders were
not new, as similar measures
have been taken against lead-
ers such as Kerala’s V.S. Achu-
tanandan and Pinarayi Vijayan
in the past. There are six stag-
es of disciplinary actions in
the party — warning, censure,
public censure, removal from
the party post, suspension

Similarly, political analyst
Telakapalli Ravi also stated
that “this is not the severest
action. Mr. Veerabhadram will
continue as a special invitee to
the State Secretariat meetings.
That’s why senior leaders did
not make any public state-
ment on the development”.

The need for new blood
There is a definite lack of inter-
est among the youth to join
Left-aligned parties. “You
have to take steps to attract
youth and ensure that the past
mistakes are rectified,” Mr. Ra-
vi said.

The party has made chang-
es in its top leadership in Te-
langana ever since bringing in
John Wesley as State Secre-
tary, and by encouraging lead-
ers such as Mallu Lakshmi,
daughter-in-law of Telangana
Armed Struggle veteran Mallu
Swarajyam as part of efforts to
infuse new blood into the par-
ty ranks. “You will see the ag-
gression returning to the party
soon,” CPI (M) general secre-
tary M.A. Baby recently said.

Hopefully, the CPI (M) will
take to its agitational path
again on issues of public im-
portance. However, the party
has to evolve and find ways to
convert its mass support base
into votes, a dream that cur-
rently remains distant.
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How the war in West Asia exposes India’s LPG dependence

The ongoing conflict in the region has disrupted supplies in the country,

forcing price hikes and emergency measures

| DATA POINT

Devyanshi Bihani
Areena Arora

he war between the U.S.-Is-
T rael and Iran has put stress

on India’s Liquefied Petro-
leum Gas (LPG) supply, which was
already heavily import dependent
and in need of government aid.
Just last year, the Centre paid In-
dia’s three public sector Oil Mar-
keting Companies (OMCs) — Indian
0il Corporation (I0CL), Bharat Pe-
troleum Corporation (BPCL), and
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation
(HPCL) — ¥30,000 crore to subsi-
dise their losses for selling cooking
gas for cheap at a time of soaring
prices globally.

However, now with war break-
ing out, India faces the possibility
of disruptions to its LPG supplies
and higher global prices. On
March 7, domestic LPG prices in-
creased by ¥60 per cylinder. Brent
crude briefly rose to nearly $120 a
barrel, crossing $100 per barrel for
the first time since Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022.

On March 9, the Ministry of Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas issued an
order directing all domestic oil re-
fining companies, including petro-
chemical complexes, to maximise
the production of LPG and make
the entire output available exclu-
sively to I0CL, HPCL and BPCL.
Refiners have been barred from di-
verting any output for other petro-
chemical production. The OMCs
have been directed to supply LPG
solely to domestic consumers.

This comes just a month after
the Union Budget cut LPG subsidy
allocation by 27%, from 15,121
crore to 11,085 crore. The Minis-
try of Petroleum and Natural Gas
received 330,443 crore for 2026-27.

India produces only about 40%
of its LPG requirement. The rest is
imported, overwhelmingly from
the same region now at war.

Increase in LPG use
India’s LPG use has been on the
™
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rise as more people switch to
cleaner cooking fuel (Chart 1).
Between 2015 and July 2025, the
number of active domestic LPG
consumers rose from 1,486 lakh to
3,305 lakh, an increase of over
120% in a decade, according to da-
ta from the Petroleum Planning
and Analysis Cell (PPAC), Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas. The
government has claimed that LPG
coverage has increased to nearly
100% of households, up from 62%
in 2016 when the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana was launched.

The International Energy Agen-
cy, in its Indian Oil Market Outlook
to 2030, noted that clean cooking
programmes had led to LPG im-
ports surging nearly three-fold in
the past decade. The quantity of
India’s LPG imports increased
from over 16.48 million metric
tonnes (MMT) in 2020-21 to over 18
MMT in 2025-26. (Chart 2)

India’s LPG imports are heavily
concentrated in a few countries,
most of them in West Asia (Chart
3). In 2025, Qatar accounted for
about 34% of India’s LPG imports,
making it the country’s largest
supplier, followed by the UAE
(26%), and Kuwait (8.3%). This de-
pendence on West Asia has been
long-standing. In 2020, nearly 37%
of all Indian LPG imports came
from Qatar. Moreover, the Strait of
Hormuz, located between Iran
and Oman, is one of the world’s
critical energy shipping routes. A
large share of global oil and gas
shipments pass through this nar-
row waterway. With the Strait of
Hormuz closed since March 1, LPG
imports have been hit.

India’s Liquefied Natural Gas
(LNG) imports have also been in-
creasing in 2024-25, reaching 27
MMT, the highest on record and
double the 13.5 MMT imported in
2011-12 (Chart 4). Half of India’s
LNG also comes from Qatar. LNG
powers fertilizer plants, electricity
generation, and gas pipelines that
fuel vehicles and commercial
kitchens. Like LPG, it is largely
sourced from the same West Asian
suppliers caught in the conflict.

Supply
strain

The data for the
charts were sourced
from Petroleum
Planning & Analysis
Cell (Ministry of
Petroleum and
Natural Gas), and UN
Comtrade

CHART 1: Number of active domestic LPG consumers in

CHART 4: The total import of liquified natural gas
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Technical aids to prevent
train accidents

Madras, March 11: Lapses on the part of railway
staff were the main cause for collisions and
derailments on the Indian Railways during
197475. Out of 762 cases, nearly two-thirds (504)
were due to this. Next in order came failures of
mechanical equipment which accounted for 132
cases. Sixty cases were accidental. As many as 16
derailments took place due to defective track,
seven due to sabotage and 26 as a result of
failures not involving railway staff. In 17 cases,
causes of derailment could not be established.

A review of Accidents on Indian Railways by
the Railway Ministry had estimated the losses to
railway rolling stock, engines, and permanent
way at Rs. 10.49 crores during 1974-75. Safe
running of trains depended on the vigilance and
efficient performance of duties by railwaymen.
The traffic density in certain parts of the Indian
Railway system was among the highest in the
world. Adequate training to railway staff,
enforcement of correct methods of working,
effective supervision and motivation, and
increasing use of technology formed the basis of
accident prevention policy on the Railways.
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British war graves
COmImission

London, March 10: The progress of caring for
and the beautifying of war-cemeteries florally
and architecturally in Europe, Asia and Africa is
depicted in photographic supplement to annual
report of the War Graves Commission, whose
labours are illustrated by statistics as follows:~
Cared 2,380 cemeteries comprising 5,42,498
graves, conducted seven nurseries, supplied
nearly 7,000,000 plants, tress and shrubs,
purchased 360,000 bulbs, planted 49 miles of
hedges and fortyone acres of grass and
chemically treated 97,000 headstones.

The report discloses that isolated British
remains continue to be found, the number for
last year being 4,100, which were mostly
discovered by organised gangs digging the
ground in search of shells and war material.

The Prince of Wales has sent message to the
Commissioners expressing his gratification at
Governments of Britain, Canada and Australia,
agreeing to endow the commission.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Pension-related Number of traffic ‘Nano-tech’ roads that ~ U.S. military personnel Number of vacant

grievances received challans issued in failed in Arunachal wounded in the posts in Central

in 2025 Mumbai in 2025 Pradesh Iran war Armed Police Forces
More inlakh. Ina Arunachal Pradesh Rural About 140 U.S. military In a written

LO07,431: 20.38::--- 37w 140 PP13D::

lakh pension-related grievances were
received online through the CPENGRAMS
platform last year, the Lok Sabha was
informed. The Ministry of Defence,
Department of Financial Services (Banking
Division) and Ministry of Railways received
the highest number of grievances. rn

the legislative council, Maharashtra CM
Devendra Fadnavis said that the police in
Mumbai issued challans to 20,38,440
motorists last year. Of these, 10,46,819
challans were issued for wrong parking.
More than 4.34 lakh motorists were given
traffic tickets for jumping signals. pn

the Assembly that 37 out of 42 Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana roads
constructed using ‘nanotechnology’ have
failed. The technology faced challenges
because of hill terrain, slopes, unstable
geology, monsoon rainfall, landslides and
erosion-prone conditions. e

the start of the war against Iran, the
Pentagon said on Tuesday. “The vast
majority of these injuries have been minor,
and 108 service members have already
returned to duty,” Pentagon spokesman
Sean Parnell said in a statement. Seven
U.S. military personnel were also killed.

Minister of State for Home Affairs
Nityanand Rai presented vacancies data in
the paramilitary forces, showing that the
Central Reserve Police Force has the
highest number of vacancies at 27,400,
followed by the CISF with 28,342 posts. F1i
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATATEAM
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A revision of GDP and its implications

The revised GDP series with 2022-23 as the base year shows a reduction in the absolute size of GDP and some changes in the production structure of the

economy; while the correction in GDP size appears welcome, it remains unclear whether the revision addresses the red flags raised about the 2011-12 series

ONOMIC NOTES

R. Nagaraj
Vikash Vaibhav

nnual gross domestic product

(GDP) is the sum of the final

value of all goods and services

produced during a year, net of
material inputs. It is the most widely used
measure of a country’s economic size.
GDP, or the economy’s gross value added
(GVA), is an estimate prepared using a
wide range of data on physical outputs
and their prices, and this involves
numerous statistical procedures. The
estimates broadly follow the global
templates of the UN System of National
Accounts (UNSNA). The latest revision,
with base year 202223, follows its 2025
edition.

Roughly every five to ten years, the
base year for National Accounts Statistics
(NAS) is revised. This includes GDP
estimates and other aggregates such as
national savings, consumption, and
investment.

The revision accounts for changes in
what an economy produces and its prices.
As the economy expands, the mix of
goods and services produced — and their
prices — changes. These shifts affect the
“real size” of the economy, that is,
excluding price rise. Revising the NAS is
therefore a complex and massive task,
undertaken periodically by the National
Statistical Office (NSO) of every country.

Awaited revision

This time, the release of the revised NAS
was eagerly awaited as it was being issued
after 11 years. The previous revision, with
the base year 2011-12 and released in 2015,
had prompted many data users — both
official and independent analysts — to
question the veracity of the GDP
estimates.

For some sectors, such as
manufacturing, the annual growth rates
in the 201112 base-year series (when
compared with earlier estimates) were
not only higher, but the direction of
change was also different.

The economic structure reported in
the 2011-12 base year series also looked
quite different from earlier structures. For
example, the size of the non-financial
private corporate sector (PCS) estimated
in the 2011-12 series was much bigger than
reported previously. Many experts have
repeatedly shown that the official GDP
growth rates based on the 2011-12 series
during the last decade or so are distinctly
overestimated. More recently, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), in its
review of the quality of economic
statistics of its member countries,
awarded India a ‘C’ grade for the quality
of its NAS, much to the country’s
embarrassment.

Against this backdrop, the recently
released GDP series with 2022-23 as the
base year acquired considerable
significance. What are the main changes
in the new series and why? Here, we will
discuss the changes in GDP estimates
from the production, reserving a similar
discussion on consumption (or
expenditure) and prices for another day.
‘Two kinds of comparisons are reported at
current prices: first, the annual
percentage change between the latest
estimates (202223 series) and the
previous estimates based on the 2011-12
series for the overlapping years 202223
and 2023-24; and second, the changes in
the GDP shares of principal sectors
between the two series for the same
years.

»

Recasting the economy

After an 11-year gap, the National Statistical Office has released a
revised GDP series with 2022-23 as the base year, underlining changes

in the economy’s size and structure

Chart 1: Decline in size of the economy (%)

(As compared to GDP of 2011-12 series)
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Chart 4: Decline in sectoral GVA shares
(As compared to sectoral GVA shares of 2011-12 series) ® 2023-24 & 2022-23
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Key findings Many experts have shown that ‘widely held view of the overestimation of

The revised estimates show that GDP’s
absolute size has shrunk by about 3-4% in
the new series compared with the earlier
one (Figure 1). However, the annual
growth rates by the new and the old
series are not very different (plus or
minus one percentage point) (Figure 2).

The production structure has also
changed somewhat. The GDP shares of
agriculture and industry (or the
secondary sector) have increased, while
the share of services has declined. Within
the industry, the share of manufacturing
has marginally increased to 14.7% of the
economy from 14.3% previously (Figure
3).

At the same time, the absolute size of
the manufacturing sector has shrunk by
about 1.5-1.6% when compared with the
previous series (Figure 4). This decline,
though marginal, is significant because
this sector was central to much debate
during the previous revision.

In terms of institutional classification of
GDP, the share of the non-financial private
corporate sector (PCS) has declined by 1.5
percentage points, from 35.4% in the
earlier series to 33.9% in the new series
for 2022-23. This drop is steeper for
2023-24, with a gap of 3.4 percentage
points. This change is significant as the
size of the PCS in GDP was much debated
after the previous revision (Figure 5).

The household or informal sector’s
share in the economy has increased

the official GDP growth rates
based on the 2011-12 series
during the last decade or so

are distinctly overestimated.
More recently. the IMF, in its
review of the quality of economic
statistics of its member countries.
awarded India a ‘C' grade for the
quality of its NAS

marginally compared with the 2011-12
series — by 0.7 percentage points in
2022-23 and by 2.7 percentage points in
2023-24. The rise in the new series is
partly or entirely on account of
agriculture (Figure 5) (smaller sectors are
ignored for brevity).

Interpreting changes

In principle, rebasing the NAS should not
change the absolute size of GDP at current
prices, because the underlying economy
being measured remains the same. If
anything, the revision could enlarge the
absolute size, as newer estimates —
obtained using better data sets and
methods — are expected to capture new
activities or those that were inadequately
captured earlier. Hence, on the face of it,
the reduction in the absolute GDP size in
the new series appears surprising.
However, as mentioned earlier, given the

GDP growth rates in the earlier series, the
observed reduction may represent a
welcome correction.

Such a correction — though it may
appear minor — implies changes to our
understanding of the economy’s
performance. For instance, with the
reduced (or corrected) GDP size, the goal
of attaining a five-trillion-dollar economy,
a target set by the Prime Minister in 2019,
might be further delayed.

While the correction in the absolute
economic size is welcome, it remains
unclear whether the revision has
addressed all the red flags raised with
respect to the 2011-12 series. Likewise, it is
not yet clear if the latest revision tackles
the questions raised by the IMF in its
review.

From what we know, the changes
made seem to at least partially look into
the issues raised. However, it is possible
that the slower or faster growth rates
reported in the new series may merely be
on account of methodological changes
introduced, or a newer dataset used or
application of a newer “rates and ratios”.
Hence, a release of more methodological
details of the revision for a fuller
assessment of the veracity of the new
GDP series is awaited.

(R. Nagaraj was formerly with Indira
Gandhi Institute of Development Research
(IGIDR), Mumbai; Vikash Vaibhav is with
OP Jindal Global University, Sonepat)

THE GIST

v

The National Statistical Office
released a new GDP series with
2022-23 as the base year after
an 11-year gap, amid public
questioning of the veracity of
the 2011-12 series.

v

The revised estimates show
GDP size declining by about
3-4%, with sectoral
composition changing slightly
— higher shares for agriculture
and industry and a decline in
the services sector share.

v

GDP by institutions indicates a
modest contraction in the
non-financial private corporate
sector and a rise in the
household or informal sector’s
share, but it remains unclear
whether the revision addresses
all the red flags raised earlier,
pending further
methodological details.
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The National Book Trust’s India@75 series
brings forgotten figures into the limelight

From woman scientist Anna Mani to unsung freedom fighters, the books are works of scholarship and storytelling intended to inspire the younger

generation and reflect on momentous journeys

Soma Basu

ne of the walls of the Kerala

State Science and Technology

Museum Innovation Hub in

Thiruvananthapuram has
photographs of famous scientists,
including Charles Darwin, Isaac Newton,
Albert Einstein, C.V. Raman, S.
Chandrasekhar, Homi Bhabha, and
Stephen Hawking. In the long wall of
honour, meant to inspire children, Marie
Curie is the only woman scientist who
finds space.

The Matilda effect and its impact on
women in science are neither new nor
unknown. A decade ago, neuroscientist
and writer-researcher Asha Gopinathan
coordinated the Cafe Scientifique, a series
of science workshops in the same city, in
‘which a young audience fell silent when
asked to name a woman in science.

However, when a lone voice uttered
Marie Curie, Gopinathan felt the need to
study and unravel the life of two
trailblazing scientists from Kerala: Janaki
Ammal, a botanist who pioneered plant
breeding, and Anna Mani, a physicist who
made India self-reliant in meteorology,
solar radiation, and wind energy.

Two women scientists
It was not that people had forgotten the
two women scientists; they simply did not
know about them. This was Gopinathan's
attempt to document the struggles and
achievenents of women scientists who
have been overlooked and denied public
recognition.

Her first book, Anna Mani: The Uncut

Diamond, was released at the New Delhi
Book Fair earlier this year, marking a

famous male scientists. The silence
speaks loudly and therefore, the book

The books written by NBT’s pool of
authors, researchers, and scholars are
published in English and 22 regional
making it a rich repository of

turning point in changing public matters. Both Gopinathan and the NBT
perception about women in science. The deserve applause for doc ing and
book brings to light the genius, preserving an iconic scientist’s

dedication, and perseverance of Anna
Mani. It establishes her as the weather

contributions. The hard work that has
gone into researching archival details

woman of India, who designed and shows on every page.
standardised more than 100 weather
instruments. From the pages of history

Aimed at young adults, the book,
Gopinathan hopes, will help people
understand, remember, and respect Anna
Mani’s achievements in the context of her
family background, the times she grew
up, and the wider world in which she was
an important player.

Published by the National Book Trust
(NBT) under its series India@75, the book
is a powerful reminder that behind every

i , thereisa i
individual who struggles, dreams big, and
overcomes adversity, and yet may fail to
exist in public memory.

“‘Act of recovery’
Gopinathan calls her book “an act of
recovery” and shines a light on Anna
Mani’s brilliant contribution to measuring
weather and atmospheric ozone, as well
as to renewable energy and spectroscopy.
She writes how Anna Mani described
herself as “the right person in the wrong
place”. The words bear the weight of
gender bias and barriers that women
scientists of her generation faced.
The author wonders why people like

Anna Mani do not feature in school

books or why their pk phs are
not seen in museums along with those of

Biographies help to understand the
nuanced history of different eras and the
socio-economic and cultural contexts
during specific periods in history. On the
occasion of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav in
2023, the NBT launched its India@75
series categorised into four sections:
people, places, events, and themes.

Under the People series, the
organisation has so far published 60 titles
5o far. These are divided into
people-achievers (such as Anna Mani;
hockey player Dhyan Chand,; liberal
thinker, author, and diplomat Minoo
Masani; journalist Motilal Ghose, who
advocated for the rights of Indian
farmers, and Karnataka’s folk heroine
Rani Chennamma) and books on both
well-known and lesser-known freedom
fighters from the pages of history.

Innovatively introducing the series as
‘Book Box’ and standardising the format,
cover design, and layout, the NBT plans to
publish biographies of 75 freedom fighters
by the end of the year.

Other categories in the pipeline include
major events of national significance,
such as the 1971 war, the 1983 Cricket
World Cup, and the White and the Green
Revolution in India.

knowledge and diverse cultural
perspectives.

Some of the interesting titles include
The Saga of Kudopali: The Unsung Story of
1857, Kargil Heroes: Ten Exclusive Inspiring
Stories and Unsung Anglo-Manipur War
Heroes at Kalapani. These books are as
diverse and varied as the ordinary men
and women who did much to build the
fabric of Indian society. By highlighting
their motivations, sacrifices, and vast
contributions, the NBT places them
centre stage.

With the objective of reflecting on the
momentous journeys of pre-and-post
independent India, the books are all
‘works of scholarship and storytelling
intended to inspire the younger
generation. They also come at a time
when the NCERT syllabus in school
textbooks is being altered, leading to
controversies.

By telling the stories of India’s soldiers,
poets, activists, freedom fighters, and
other notable personalities, and by
bringing to the fore the making of our
cities and movements that helped shape
India into a modern nation, the NBT’s
efforts appear to be a step in the right
direction.

Often, the most influential people are
those less heard of. Their lives are the
true lessons in resilience and adaptability,
and reading about them makes one
realise that fame and impact are two

different things.
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Dandi March, led by Mahatma Gandhi, started on March 12, 1930. Here is a quiz on the march

Sindhu Nagaraj

[N
QUESTION 1
How many days did it last?

A

QUESTION 2

It was done to resist the tax
on which commodity?

[N

QUESTION 3

Which places were the start
and end points of this
march?

[N

QUESTION 4

What was this march also
called, owing to the fact that
all the people were joining
the procession wearing
white Khadi?

A
QUESTION 5
The culmination of the
Dandi March led to which
eventual consequence?
M @&
K

Ans: Li Wenliang

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. This
person was to Satyajit Ray what Toshiro Mifune was to Akira Kurosawa
and Robert De Niro was to Martin Scorsese. While his filmography is
almost entirely in Bengali, he did direct the Hindi feature “Stree ki patra”.
Name him. Ans: Soumitra Chatterjee

2. Name the Chinese ophthalmologist who was one of the first
whistleblowers to warn about the initial COVID-19 outbreak in Wuhan.

[

Visual Question:

Identify this march, parallely held by C. Rajagopalachari. On which coast was it held?
THE HINDU ARCHIVES

3. This Olympian legend from India came from a difficult childhood and
was even arrested for travelling ticketless in a train as a teenager. Thanks
to his entry into the army, he became a major athlete and one of India’s
pioneering post-Independence achievers in sport. Name him. Ans:
Milkha Singh

4. Before dying due to COVID-19-related complications, this person sang a
song called “Bharath Bhoomi”, composed by Ilaiyaraaja and dedicated to
frontline workers such as healthcare professionals, police, nurses, etc.
Name this legendary playback singer. Ans: S.P. Balasubramanyam

5. This cricketer was the first in Test cricket to have scored more than
2,000 runs without a century (highest of 97). Name this former opening
batsman who also joined politics and later became a BJP MP and a state
government minister? Ans: Chetan Chauhan

Visual: This person will be forever remembered for lying to the U.N.
Security Council about the presence of “weapons of mass destruction” in
Iraq. Name him. Ans: Colin Powell

Early Birds: Akash Kumar | Piyali Tuli | Sunil Madhavan | Sukdev Shet |
Sumana Dutta

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

Why are left-handers called
“southpaws”? (B. Krishnaveni,
Chennai).

Do you watch baseball? It used to be
the practice in the old days to place the
pitcher’s (bowler’s) mound east of the
home plate (wickets, shall we say?). As
you know, in baseball, a pitcher doesn’t
come running in to throw the ball ata
batsman. Instead, he stands on the
mound, winds up and then throws. As he
winds up to throw, he swivels. A
right-handed pitcher turns to his right
and a left-handed pitcher turns to his left.
So when he commenced his delivery, a
right-handed pitcher faced north and a
left-handed one faced south (in the days
‘when the pitcher’s mound was placed
east of the home plate). Since the
left-handed pitcher had the ball in his left
hand — “paw” — and he faced south, he
was called a “southpaw”. As there were
only a few left-handed pitchers to begin
with, they began to be called
“southpaws”. From baseball, the term
“southpaw” began to be used in other
sports as well to refer to left-handers.

Why don’t I find the word “banian” in
the dictionary? (A.].

Some dictionaries do list the word as a
variant of “banyan”. They define the
word as a “loose flannel shirt”. Native
speakers of English do not use the word
“banian” and that is the reason why many
dictionaries do not list the word.

‘What is the meaning of “magnum
opus”? (D. Rakesh Naik,
Vizianagaram).

A “magnum opus” is an artist’s greatest or
most important piece of work. The artist
may be a painter, writer or composer. The
“a” in the first syllable of “magnum” is
pronounced like the “a” in “cat”, “bat”,
and “hat”. The “u” in both words is like
the “a” in “amount” and “china”. The “0”
in “opus” is like the “0” in “no”, “so”, and
“go”. The main stress is on the first
syllable of “opus”.

What is the difference between
“magazine” and “journal”? (. V.
Srinivasan, Chennai).

A magazine is a general term for a
periodical, which deals with various
subjects. Unlike newspapers, magazines
are published either weekly or monthly.
They usually contain a large number of
photographs.

Like a “magazine”, a “journal” — which
means a “daily” — is not printed every
day. It is normally a
monthly/quarterly/half yearly publication
on a specialised or learned topic. The
articles in a “journal” usually — though
not always — tend to be scholarly. A
journal tends to be much more serious
than a magazine and it is usually
produced for people belonging to a
particular profession or people with
particular interests.

‘What is the meaning of
“hunky-dory”? (Surkesh Lakhwani,
Jaipur).
This is an expression used in informal
contexts. When you refer to a situation as
being “hunky-dory”, it implies that
everything is fine; that everyone is happy
with a particular situation. Here is an
example:

Everything was hunky-dory at the

party.
Published in The Hindu on November 23,
1999

Word of the day

Vestige:

an indication that something has been present

Synonyms: remnant, trace, residue

Usage: The village still has a vestige of its old
traditions.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/vestigepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jvestidz/

.
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Over himself, over his own body and
mind, the individual is sovereign.

— John Stuare Mill
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smemdanEXPRESS - Brg of gentle tradeis over. Global village
RAMNATH GOENKA 4 b 0 l db l f‘
S ese 1S DCING replacCcda vy 1aw o1 jungic
BEI%%SLE"IE';%;‘ ;{LUE‘H ising forcle..’I‘his tension between reliance mutual friendship came to realise that vourable trade balanee. Trade is no lquger
sl and suspicion shapes the contours of glo- they had simply handed their rivals the anengine of growth; itis atool of attrition,

Opening the door,
casing the flows

APRIL 2020, the government amended the FDI policy to
prevent “opportunistic” [akeovers of l.ndlan firms during

the -induced Theamend-
ents then, directed pnmar:lly mwards China, had made
approval or i from coun-

triesthat sharealand border with lndra (LBCs). On Tuesday, the
Union cabinet approved changes in the guidelines on invest-
ments from countries shanng a land border with India. Now,

THAROORTHINK
BY SHASHI THAROOR

OR THREE decades, the ghost
of the French political philos-
opher Montesquieu haunted
the halls of the World Trade Or-
ganisation in Geneva. 'l‘he En-

bal geopolitics and geoeconomics, produc-
ingaworld order that is simultaneously in-
tegrated and fragmented. In the place of
the globalised world, a more primal, dog-
eat-dog protectionism has emerged. The
marketplace is no longer a salon for inte-
grating the world; it has become the front
line of a zero-sum conflict. We are witness-
ing the “de-civilising” of the global econ-
omy, where the handshake has been re-
placed by the chokehold.

The promise of doux commerce was
that economic interest would eventually
swallowgeopohtlcal ambluon Durmglhe

investors with non: LBC ot ip of eraof;

upto 10 per cent will be allowed under the automatic route. nf (luux commerce — the idea that trade  to believe that if’ Russla was piped into

Further, proposals for LBC investments in key 2 ing " ofmen  European energy grids and China was in-
i d: troni and others — was the silent engine of the era of glo-  tegrated into American supply chains,

will be “processed and decided within 60 days”. Given the im-
perative for building domestic manufacturing capabilities in

balisation. The logic was as elegant as it
was optimistic: If we weave a web of mu-

can
Chinese investments through joint ventures with Indian
partners. This will be awin-win for both New Delhi and Beijing.
These policy changes, which have been designed to encourage
greater FDI flows, newertecl jes and facili-
tate greater integration with global supply chains, have come
at a time of dwindling capital inflows into the country. This
underlines the need to facilitate more foreign investments in
the country and foramore comprehensrve approach vis a vis
h ipwith China.

tual y, the cost of conflict be-
comes too high to pay. We would trade our
way toa permanent, civilised peace. It was
abeautiful, seductive delusion —the belief
that the accountant’s ledger could finally
replace the soldier’s bayonet.

But today, looking at the flurry of Trum-
peted tariffs, export controls, and “Buy Na-
tional” mandates, it is clear that the era of

“gentle (rade hasexpired.. States are more

Inthe past. fthe poli havearticu-
lated the need to encourage investments from China. The
Economic Survey 2023-24 had pointed out that to gain from
the China +1 strategy, India can integrate with Chinese supply
chains orease FDIfrom Chma It argued that“ fouusmgon FDI
fromCl i
totheUS, similartohow East Asian economiesdid inthe pasr
A high-level committee chaired by Nm ‘Aayog member Rajiv
Gaubahadalso rbson Chinese
investments, as per a report in this paper.

Considering the centrality of China to global manufactur-
ing, India needs a clear strategy. In recent years, while invest-
ment flows from China have dwindled, trade between the two
countries has only deepened. Given that India needs both capi-
taland y toassistinits. trajectory, along
with being more opento trade, it needs to be pragmatic. Itsap-
proach must be guided by the need to balance economic im-
peratives with strategic caution.

for boosting

On passive euthanasia,
over tothe Centre

OR 13 years, the parents of Harish Rana lived in a cycle
of grief and hopelessness. A fall from the fourth floor of
a bmldmg when he was 18 had left Rana with a 100 per

cent ility. On We

Court paved theway fora
and financial, difficulties. A two-judge bench directed the re-
moval of clinically administered nutrition (CAN) that had kept
the31 -year-oldalive, but in avegetativestate. The SC baclallowed
iain 2018, Butthe witl oflife
rreal.menr even in cases when doctors acknowledge the futility
oftheirinterventions, isfraught with complex ethical and medical
questions. Rana’s parents had reportedly made up their minds
totake thedifficult decision two yearsago. The Delhi High Court
and the SCin 2024 had rejected their pleas on the ground that
medical interventions. Tt had.
however, given them permission to approach it again. Wednes-
day’s verdrct overrules the. earlrer;unsprudence onCAN.

Tk yhi ia. However,
it hasis i dtotheviewthat forcing patients
to remain in an irreversible vegetative state may undermine
human dignity. In Aruna Shanbaug v Union of India, the SC re-
jected euthanasia for the nurse who had been in a coma for
around four decades. It also held that life-sustaining tre«tment
forsucha patient could be under “strict conditi
includingapprovalofa High Courtand consen[ofdoserelauvs
The case laid the ground for the landmark verdict in Common
Cause v Union of India (2018), which recognised the legality of
passlve euLhanasla and introduced the ooncept ofliving wills —
auuwmg, ify thatl be

ifthey inallyill.

rhp%{‘rlanf‘pdrhp

role ofmedlcalboards,whuseeval\mmnswouldbecnucal Wed-
nesday s uling inamedical board’

TheSC Ri ‘-mhﬂa’mdle{lrhp

search for difficult

ill patients. But dout that i h
nasia can be prone to abuse — living wills can be manipulated,
and patients pressured into signing their own death warrants.
That's why after Wednesday’sverdict, the SCasked the Centreto
frame legislation. It should not waste any time in taking the cue.

The Sun sets on
Britain’s lords

HE WHOLE world is in revolt. Soon there will be only
fivekingsleft-the Kingof England, the King of Spades,
The King of Clubs, the King of Hearts, and the King of
Dlamonds King Farouk of Egypt said in 1948.
Farouk inamilitary

coup four years later. He did have a point about the British and
their:

y and inter-
connected than at any point in history. Yet
the very ties that bind them are increas-
ingly perceived as sources of vulnerability
rather than stabrllty We have reached a

these nations would become “responsible
stakeholders” in a peaceful global order,
and that if India sold gems and jewellery
to New York while importing Harley-Da-
vidsons from Detroit, both countries
would prosper. We fell into the trap of the
classic Prisoner’s Dilemma, assuming
everyone was playingalong-term game of
“tit-for-tat” cooperation. We thought that
by being “nice” (opening our markets, in-
viting investment and integrating intoglo-
bal supply chains), we would invite recip-
rocal niceness and enhance our
attractiveness as a “strategic
partner”. Instead, we discovered
that the “rationality” of a trading
parmer is often secondary to the

state of inter

coupled with minimal trust. The interde-
pendencespawned by trade is nowseenas
a form of geoeconomic vulnerability,
where reliance on foreign partners is seen
as a strategic liability rather than a stabil-

The realisation that a single
geopolitical tremor —a

keys to their own front doors.
In the era of isation, the golden

designed to starve the other even if it
ing hungry

rulewasefficiency. Companies chased the
lowest cost, assuming the sealanes would
openand therules alway
be followed. Now, that golden rule has
been replaced by the “Armour-Plated
Rule”. The realisation that a single geo-
polmcal tremor—a icorasudden

Thereisanevident uagedy inthisshift.
‘While protectionism may offer a tempor-
ary sense of security, it abandons the civi-
lising hope of the 18th century. The original
theory of doux commerce wasn'tjust about
money; 1[was about tolerance and mutual
und sing from mutual

1l oply chainhas
turned trade into a defensive crouch. The
West is moving from “offshoring” to
“friend-shoring” and “near-shoring”.
Countries nolonger care if a partner is the
most efficient or most cost-effective; we
care if they are a “friend”. WTO multilat-
eralism hasbeen replaced by a flurry of bi-
lateral trade agreements. Thisis the death
ofthe universal marketplace and the birth
of a fragmented one. The cost of this new
paranoia will be paid by every consumer
at the checkout counter.

The “gentleness” of commerce was
predicated on the idea that trade happens
inaneutral space, aworld of benign auton-
omous economic actors. Poor Montes-
quieu! Today, is

benefit. It was about the merchant who, in
the pursuit of a sale, learns not just to tol-
erate but to accept the religion, language,
and culture of the buyer. As we raise our
drawbridges and retreat into rival trading
blocs, we lose that bridge of communica-
tion. When we stop trading with countries
we now see as “enemies”, we lose the last
remaining incentive to understand them.
Weare tradingthe gentle peace of the mar-
ket for the brutal security of the fortress.
And it could get worse. History warns us
that when goods stop crossing borders,
armies eventually might.
Theeraofglobalisation may have been
naive in its optimism, but the era that re-
places it looks increasingly like a world

‘When semiconductors are used as diplo-
matic leverage and critical minerals are
WItbheld to settle political scores or even

finally offthe leash. We
are dismantling the global village and re-
placing itwith the law of the jungle, where
nughr is right and suspicion reigns amid

1 fear. We are moving from

inatariffbattle, the
fect that ieu praised can

to Hobbes: Aworld thatis a

no longer be found. Tariffs have
returned as tactical missiles in-
tended todegrade thecapabilities

collection ofarmed camps, watchingeach
other through the sights of an economic
rifle, with their drawbridges up. Douxcom-
merceis yielding to a harsh dystopia.

The writer is Member of Parliament for
Lok Sabha, and

of apresident’s preju- pandemjc orasudden of rivals. We have moved froma
die‘e;s o; [l;le ?jssemodn of n:r‘trx;nz‘ll invasion — can collapse a ;vork‘.lh whe:e we rrac}ejd u; getrich
pride. Interdependence didn . - ogether, to a world where we
just create peace; it created vul- sup_ply chain ha? turned trade trade to ensure our nej
nerability. Many countries that intoadefensive crouch doesn't getricherthan us, ordoes-

mistook mutual y for

When philanthropy is less leap
of faith, more numbers game

n't “profit” from us through a fa-

chairman, Parliamentary Standing
Committee on External Affairs

USattackonlranispartofa
pattern — not a departure

HE2ISTcentury
enceofanew philosophy forvol-
untary organisations. Good in-

"They maynotbeeasily scaled,
and theidea that a programme is only valu-
ableifit can reach hundreds of mﬂhm]s of
Intheir

tentions’ enough.
scale and outcome monitoring

book, John Lrst and colleagues enumera(e

N EDITORIAL in this paper (‘US, Israel kill Iran’s
leader, unleash new ghosts, March 2) claims that
the latest attacks on Iran mark a decisive shift. But
tomy mind, they follow an old pattern: The US has

ever hesitated to topple regimes that pose geo-

became the new gold standard. The Califor- political, i ical, or toUS
nia consensus, driven by the philanthropic Closer!o home conslderLokJumblsh apri- and interests. Tt 100suchi entionsby
SONALDE impulses of tech billionaires, impatiently ~mary education programme in Rajasthan. the US — Iran (1953), Guatemala (1954), South Vietnam (1963),
DEsAL sought rapid societal change rooted in  LokJumbishwasahighly participatory pro- Chile (1973), Panama (1989), Afghanistan (2001) Imq (2003) are
i Thi il i ity i P, justatew The USisarguabl violator ofin-
fromt ophy of i rbuilding  lised ill fucation plan. ltwas ANDEY ternationallaw, and of Article 2(A) of the UN Charter, which pro-
favoured by ‘ord and Rock- thatthe World. hibits the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or
efeller. 'l'hetradlnonal idea olselﬂassservnce dian government ccllaboraled to scale up politicali any state. It upontheprin-
someofthese larger District Pri- cipleof ignty ign eq of states through
resulB O mary E 1P (DPEP) that urulareml lmluary inter inre. it
itmac i overed 272 di 18states iffwars,and icial actions. Theab-
Lng should be held accountable. But what 1f asa. centra]lysponsazed scheme. dumon of the president of Venezuela and the assassination of
forscaleand isul- i DEAREDITOR | Iran’sleadership are only the most recent excesses. The US has
timately counterproductive? by Tomako Kubavashr lnghhghrs therr dif- I d teaoTe aruuably been operatmg outside the rules-based order, under-
icrofi have been local partici- 1S, "lar('e miningitsown ibility asthe leader o world.
praised for high repayment ratesingroup  pation in Village Educauon C i of Af ightl Similarl fewtearswﬂlbeshed forKhamenei”
lending to women by Grameen Bankand ~ DPEP i columninwhich ~ isonlyhalftrue. While legit-
BRAC.However, AnneMarieGoetzandRina ~ gagement in Lok Jumbish. Evaluation of weinvitereaders imacy, the fact that it could overcome ths proves 1[5 deep roots
SenG DPEP by the World Bank shows that while totelluswiy, and support among Lhe military
and group members to achieve high repay-  they ini i s tionsofsociety. US itanes leaseof life. Whar
ment ivelychoose initial it did not achieve its goal "',’ en they. fl'jr er isoften ribed asa “rally’s flag”
recipients based on their ability torepay,  of reducing dropout rates or improving “’""_ {!"' editorial  eaders to shift public focus from domestic failures to national
oftenexcluding the poorest, leasteducated, ~ learningachievement. positionsornews  survival. While losses inwar can sometimes lead to political up-
and least connected. When outcome Arguably, themost significant critique of coverageof “The heaval, they: ith (iftemporary)
iaforjudg- the California consensus — which has now Indian Express’ legnmar:y b\sed on patriotism. The regime can mnrml the nar-
ing programmes and i Lnsutuuons itisnot  entered the vocabulary of Indian philan- el
thes nftherrongum thropy and policymaking — is that it has the “external enemy”. It gains a pretext: to suppressdjssent con-
Inaclimate goals and become focused on ifted civilsocietyactivism TheUSis and undermi
where outcome  performanceon outcome metrics. from passion and commitment to technoc- arguably the also keep in mind the fact that Iran is among the oldest civilisa-
monitoring, i i racy. In a climate where outcome monitor- biggest violator tional states and Iranians are proud of this legacy. US President
. Y. of rigorous programme assessment, are  ing, scaling up, and sustainability are the 2 N Donald Trump seems to have no grasp of this. The editorials in
scalingup,and complex and often methoc i main isati ofinternational e jast10, days have not adequately addressed these nuances.
sustainability  fraught. What happensin one placecanin-  that speak from the heart are likely to be de- law and of ForIndia, there are several constraints on how it can react to
are the main fluenceanother. Analysisoftheeffectofsav-  prived of resources and publicattention. Article 2(A) of over 10 millionIndians
buzzwords, ings groups on income in Uganda and Ma- India is home to some of the greatest the UN Charter. inthe Gulf,and. de]u:a[eneswlm the Trumpadministration. But
R lawi by Christopher Heitzig and Rossa  transformative movements — Satyagraha = *  Iranisvital to India, too. The International North-South Trans-
grassroots O'Keeffe-O'Donovan finds that risingin-  andnon-violence, land reform, dairy coop- which port Corridor and the Chabahar port are important for connec-
organisations  comesinvi eratives, the Chipko Movement—all rooted prohibitsthe  tivitywith Afghanistan, Central Asia, and the wider Eurasian re-
that spcak groups also impacted nearby villages. A.s a  ingrassroots civic action. Each was a leap threatoruseof gon.India’s positionasa leader of the Global South will alsobe
fr theh result, about 23-28 per cent of the pro-  offaith, each generated energy that gave f . questionedifitcan’ttakea with
o“} e heart gramme'sbenefits were not captured. With-  rise to a nation of a thousand movements. e 5‘%‘““_5‘ of strategic autonomy. We cannot be seen as bending to US and
arelikelytobe  out careful attention to spillover effects, we ~ Letusnot allow the space for civicactionto theterritorial  Israeli pressure. Thecondolence messageafter thedeath ofAya»
deprived of mightwrongly concludethataprogramme  shrinkinthe pursuitofthe holy grail of out- integrity or tollah Kt Q-mnlnrlv
has failed even when it has succeeded. come monitoring. i have mo to the sinking of IRIS Dena. In
resom;?js and A focus on scale introduces other chal- N dpolltl(cjal view of the upcoming BRICS Summit, we must come out of the
pu 'C lenges. Transformative social programmes The wnteus professor, NCAER-National Data Independence gy ok i the middle dilemma” and take a clear position.
attention -up, isil entre and University of Maryland. of any state

that need participation and buy-in fromlocal

The writer is chool of | i ies, INU

and ceremonial trappings of things past — be it guardsmen in
bearskin caps or control of small islands around the globe; tech-
nically, the Sun neverdid set on the British Empire. Whensome-
thing finally does vanish, the grudges remain; there are still ec-
centrics cribbing about LhEJacobrtes

Naturally, did not; good
night. horit ded overthedecades. The
Parliament Acts of 1911 and 1949 weakened the power of the
Houseof Lot delay and the Houseof Lords

Act, 1999, removed all but 92 hereditary peers from the chamber.
Life peers, whose children do not inherit their titles, now make
up the majority of the House. On Tuesday, the House passed a
new Bill to remove all hereditary peers, fulfilling a manifesto
pledge o[ Keir Starmer’s Labour Party.

ioned much h

instity mnml memory,andthe factthat lhe

appolmees And of course, the death of a Lradluon Butsmall-c
conservatives may Reform
notas , with
firstprinci Edmund

thought or to
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March 12,1986

PM onMuslimlaw Bill

The Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, has said it
isnotthe guvernmentsmtemlontoen

Legislature Party. ENS adds: Earlier, the
three Congress (1) high command ob-
servers, Buta Singh, P Shiv Shankar and
Naval Klshoresharma medtherrlevel best

croach upon the Is} and the Bill
on Muslim personal law, now before Parlia-
ment, is areassurance to the community on
theissue. Inaninterview to the Calcutta
daily, The Telegraph, the Prime Minister
said hedid notagree that he had suc-
cumbed to pressure while introducing the
Bill and felt that the law sought to be intro-
duced gave women morerights.

ChavanelectedasCM

tosuc-
ceed Shivajirao Patil Nilangekar.

Jaffnashootout, 6 killed

Six people —five Tamil militants and a pa-
tient — were killed and two female nurses
injured, one seriously, in a shootout be-
tween twa rival militant groups at the Jaffna
General Hospitalin North Sri Lanka, in-
formed sourcesin Jaffna said. The incident

Shankarrao B Chavan was elected new
leader of the Maharashtra Congress (1)

epaper.indianexpresc.com.. .

occurred plinter group of the Tamil
Eelam Liberation Organisation (TELO) at-

splinter group, also owing allegiance to the
TELO leader, Sri Sabaratnam, from the hos-
pital where he was admitted forinjuries sus-
tained during “firing practice”.

Judges protestappointment

Four leading judges of the Bombay High
Courtare believed to have protested to
President Zail Singh at a proposal to ap-
pointajunior colleague of theirs, Justice PB
Sawant, tothe Supreme Court. Their letters
of protesthave been routed through the
Maharashtra Governor, itis learnt. Justice
Sawant's name was prnposed by the gov-
ernmentto fill the vacancy arising out of the

tempted to kidnap amember of another

New Delhi

on March 9 of Justice Tulzapur-
kar of the Supreme Court.
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Under Nitish Kumar, Bihar’s forward
movement shows breadth & consistency

SHAMIKA RAVI

OR DECADES, Bihar was widely
grouped among theso-called “BI-
MARU” states, a term coined in
the 1980s to describe states with
weak development indicators.
‘Thelabel came to symbolise administrative
drift, poor infrastructure, and an economy
unable to keep pace with the rest of India.
Bihar was often invoked as an example of
persistent developmental failure.

However, the Household Consumption
ExpenditureSurveysof2011-12and 2023-24,
spanning partof Nitish Kumar’stenureinof-
fice, suggest that this narrative nolongerad-
equately describes the state. Bihar appears

dards, sharply reduced poverty, improved

ofits gaps with the national average. A com-
parison with neighbouring West Bengal
highlightsthescaleofthis change. West Ben-
gal began the period with higher incomes,
lower poverty, and a stronger urban econ-
omy, yet its progress on several indicators is
significantly slower over the same period.
In nnmmalmrm b

diture. Bmarsrural monthlypetcapna con-
R

1,086 toRs 3,531, implying a an-

*ANNUALISED REAL GROWTH RATE OF MONTHLY PER
CAPITAEXPENDITURE ACROSS STATES, 2011-12T02023-24

C

Bihar 20percent,
at977 percent of theall-India figurein 2011-
12,roseto IOLO percent by2023-24. Its rural

middi from 879 percent
t098.4percent, whileits rural top20 percent
rose from 67.1 per cent to 87.0 per cent. In
‘West Bengal, the ratios deteriorated across
groups. Its rural bottom 20 per cent, once
above the national average at 102.8 per cent,
declined t093.2 per cent, whileitsurban top
20per centfell from parity with the national
average to 819 per cent by 2023-24.

Estimates based on the Rangarajan pov-
entyline, updated to 202324 using state-level

pre-
ductionin poverty inBihar. In2011-12, Bihar’s.
poverty rate stood at 41.3 per cent. By 2023-
24, it had fallen to4.4 per cent — near parity
with theali-India figure of 4.0 percent. West
Bengal began the period with a poverty rate
11 percentage pointslower than Bihar's(30.4
per cent), yet by 202324, its estimated pov-
erty rate is higher (6.0 per cent).

Another important welfare measure is
whether households can afford a nutri-
tionally recommended diet. n2011-12, Bihar
was the weakest performer among major
states: 64.7 per cent of households could not
afford arecommended diet, compared with
56,0 percentin West Bengal and 490 percent
nauonaﬂy By 202324, Blhar had reduced

274 per cent. This
exceeds that recorded in West Bengal (from
56.0 per cent to 34.6 per cent) and the all-
improvemem of 259

nual growth rate (CAGR) of 10.3 per cent,
higher than the all-India rural figure of 9.1

tional average, the trend is even clearer. Bi-
har’s rural MPCE rose from 80.5 per cent of

percent. West ne MPCE
increased from Rs 1,211 to Rs 3,366, a CAGR
of 89 per cent, below the national pace. Bi-
har’s urban nominal MPCE grew at 107 per
cent, while West Bengal recorded only 69 per
cent, compared with India’s urban growth of
8.4 percent.

Nominal figures, however, can mislead
when inflation differs across states. Once

the pecific
price indices, Bihar’s relative improvement
becomes clearer. Bihar's rural real MPCE
grew at 4.5 per cent annually, about 50 per
cent faster thantheall-India rural pace of 31
percent. Its urban real CAGR 0f 4.6 per cent
alsoexceeded India’s 2.6 per cent. West Ben-
gal’s growth was more modest: A rural real
CAGR of 2.6 per centand an urban real CAGR

LETTERS
ToTue Eprror

Tehran’s reply

THE MESSAGE of theelection of
MojtabaKhamenei asIran’s
Supreme Leader by the 88-
member Assembly of Experts after
theassassination of his father Ali
Khamenei, defying the Trump ad-
ministration, is loud and clear (“To
end thewar, it will take three’, IE,
February 11). Iran isresolute inits
opposition tothe US'simperial
ways. With the people rallyingbe-
hind the present regime, there is
nosign of “regime change”. The
missilestrike onagirls’schoolin
Iran showed the US's true face.
CDavid Milton, Maruthancode

THEPOTUS has a penchant for
dramaticthrusts followed by swift
disengagement, be it tariffs, diplo-
macy, orwar. ThestrikeonIran,
nudged by ananxious and exas-
perated Israel, follows that script
(‘Toend the war, it will take three’,
IE, February 11). Yet Tehran’s
riposte lies not in battlefield parity
butinchokingenergy flows
through the Strait of Hormuz, trig-
gering the predictable oxl shock.

theall-Indi: 917 percent. Its urban
ratio increased from 587 per cent 10 75.4 per
cent. West Bengal moved in the opposite di-
rection. Its rural ratio declined from 89.8 per
cent to 87.5 per cent, and its urban ratio fell
from 97.5 per cent to 82.8 per cent.
Aggregate convergence can sometimes
conceal uneven gainsifgrowth benefits only
the better-off. To examine this
possibility, we consider real MPCE
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of LO per cent. relative to the na- per cent increased at 44 per cent. The nar-

row range across quintiles suggests that
gains were not concentrated among the
better-off. Inurban Bihar, the patterniseven
more pro-poor. The bottom 20 per cent re-
corded growth of 5.7 per cent, the middle
grew at 5.1 per cent, and the top 20 per cent
at3.6 percent.

‘West Bengal presentsadifferent picture.
In rural areas, the bottom 20 per cent and
middle quintile both grew at 3.1 per cent,
while the top 20 per cent recorded
L8 percent. Urban trends are even

‘This evndence polms toasubstanna] im-

We need better
unemployment
data, policy must
pivot to jobs

PULAPRE BALAKRISHNAN
& SHARAD SULE

ELDOM DOES the release of official statistics on the

economy receive such attention asdid the announce-

mentofa new GDP series on Februaw 27. The data

ment. The growth rate for the last full year for Wthh
data are available, i.e., 2024-25, has been revised upwards a
notch, while the growth rate for the previous year, i.e., 202324,
hasbeen revised downwards substantially. However, for those
promoting the “India growth story” this downward revision
changes nothing as India remains the “fastest-growing major
economy” in the world.

Asoneofusshowed in a1994 article with Kesavan Pushpan-
gadan, the “double-deflation™ method of estimating GDP —
the principal i ioninthelatest estimate: -—lsdeWEIflﬂ

Yet i find the f
which is what GDP captures, out of all proportion. Unemploy-
ment should be given as much importance as GDP or inflation
in an assessment of the state of the economy. If we choose to
Iook at the unemployment data, the picture looks far less rosy
than that foreither of these indicators. For the 10 months before
January 2026, the unemployment rate (current weekly status)

in Bihar® ition be-
tween 2011-12 and 2023-24. West Bengal, by
contrast, shows weaker performance.
‘These changes occurred during a long
period of political stability and governance
continuity under Nitish Kumar. Household
survey data alone cannot establish a simple
causal relationship; multiple factors may
have contributed, including broader na-

5.2 percent. Inthefirst year prior to 2014 forwhich
vey (NSS) esti ilable, i.e., 2011
12, itwas 37 per cent. 2011 would be an appropriate benchmark
yearasthe: eﬁects ofbo[hcheg!obal financial crisis: afZOOS and
th named forthe then fi
may be expected to have subsided. What is notable is that the
unemployment rate has been higherevery year since 2011, even
ifit hasbeen falling of late. These figures are for the population
as a whole. When we focus on youth unemployment, i.e., the

National

tional changes, welfz migra-
tion, and mﬂauon dyna.n:ucs Even so, the

ment align with the possnhllny ofa sxgmﬁ-
cant transformation in living standards. At

inthecohort15t0 29 years, the pattern is the same.
The youth unemployment rate (usual status) in 2011-12 was 7.7
per cent and in 2023-24 it was 10.2 per cent. The economic pol-
icies of the Narendra Modi-led governments have thus far not

- succeeded in lowering

growth across the bottom 20 per This evfde_“ce points to a. weaker: The bottom 20 per cent
cent, the middle 40-60 percent, ~ Substantialimprovementin  grewat 3.2 per cent, the middle at
and the top 20 per cent. Bihar’s Bihar's economic posi[i()n 19percent, and thetop 20 percent

gains appear broadly distributed.

between 2011-12 and 2023-24.

recorded a negative CAGR of -04

thevery least, Lheconsumpuun data: suggm
that Bihar 12
permanent economic failure is no longer

the unemployment rate
to the level it had in-
herited.

In rural areas, real MPCE for the

per cent. On these estimates, real

bottom 20 per cent had a CAGR of West Bengal, by contrast, consumption of West Bengal’s
4.2percent. Themiddlequintile ~ shows weaker performance  urban elite has fallen below their
roseat4.6percent, p20 201-12level.

=

L)
i
YUBARAJ GHIMIRE

THE RASTRIYA Swatantra Party swept the
March2026 elections inNepal, and Balendra
Shah—whodefeated KPSharma Oli —isall
set to become prime minister. The election
signalled a sweeping rejection of the parties
that have ruled the country over the past two
decades. Except for three-time prime min-
ister and long-time Maoist leader Pushpa
Kamal Dahal, also known as Prachanda, no
national or regional party chiefs won their
seats. Dahal secured v1ctory fmm Rukum
East,
LhatbeganmlS%dndendedmZOOs, buthe
contested from a different formation —the
Nepali Communist Party.

TheRSP, with a nearly two-thirds major-
ity of its own in the House — an unpreced-

to pursue constitutional amendments, Yet
doubts persist about its ability to hold to-
gether for long. Shah’s charisma and RSP
chief Rabi Lamichhane’s hold over the or-
ganisation together attracted
voters, mostly the youth, as well as
thoseloyal totraditional partiesbut
angered and frustrated with their
leaders. Good governarnce, an end

Thatsqueeze could i

hand Washington its exit cue: De-
clare deterrence restored and step
backbefore maxkets and allies re-

volt.
tionofiran’s m:.hrz.ry capaury
Theendgame will hinge on which
narrative prevails: America’s need
foraquickclosure orIsrael’s quest
for a finality it may never achieve.
RNarayanan, Navi Mumbai

India’s Achilles’ heel

India, which importsalarge por-
tion of its crude oil and natural
gasvia the Strait of Hormuz, has
already begunto feel the ripples
of US-Iran conflict via rising fuel
costs (" Facmg down the spectre of
energy crisis’, IE, March 11). Gas,
which has significantly lower
storage days than crude oil, be-
comes amorecritical concern for
the country amid prolonged
supply disruptions. Though
Indiahasbuilt several
alternatives, the currentcrisisisa
stark reminderof gas being
India’s Achilles’ heel.

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

As mayor, Balendra Shah took
a hard line against both India
and China. He banned the

tenable. Thatshiftisanimportant part of Nit-
ish Kumar's legacy.

The writer is member, EAC-PM

Despite majority, RSP will
tread arough road in Nepal

delivery have discredited almost every top
leader or prime minister in recent decades.
Shah, who is about to turn 36, does not
have much experience of governance. But
during his more than three years as mayor
of ioninDe-
cember —even some of hissymbolic moves
eamed him a reputation as a sharp, calcu-
lating risk-taker and a leader willing to act.
Hewasruthless mkeepmgthe cxtycle:m re-
moving
the prime minister ofthe day oncorruption
issues. As mayor, hetooka hard line against
both India and China. He banned the
screening of Adipurush, a Hindi film in
which Sita was shown as havmg been bomn
in India. He al of

The unemployment
rate does not figure
commensurately in the
official  pronounce-

H ments on the economy
* made from timeto time.
The latest Economic

Survey speaks of policies
“pushing the growth
frontier” and having
“tamed and anchored”
inflation. The statement
on inflation is contest-
—_ —_— able. Whileit is true that
ILLUSTRATION: MITHUN CHAKRABORTY inflation l'ighl now is at

itslowestinadecade and a half what lowered it is opento ques-

interest in Nepal, both from its nei -

tion rici reveals norolein thi:

hood and from farther afield, is set to in-
crease, and its effects will inevitably trickle
down into domestic politics as well.
Despite its absolute majority, the RSP
may havetotreada h itassumes

formonetary policy, the RBI's raison d étre. On the other hand,
it reveals a definite role for agricultural prices, notably food,
in determmmg the path of mﬂanon I‘ood pnce inflation
moves: tc in ‘agriculture. The

power. DPAryal, atrusted deputy of Lamich-
hane, had to retract his statement after say-
ingthe party had noknowledge of theunder-
standing that Shah would become prime
minister. Others insist that it is Shah’s pre-
rogative to decide the composition of the
cabinet, especially toavoid thesplitsand the

fall of have ised
Nepal’s politics in the past two decades.
During and after the of

! d GDP data estimate agncu.llural growth to have
been an extraordinarily high 4.2 per cent in 2024-25. So, it is
not surprising that food inflation is down. It is just that we do
not have asufficiently clear idea whether its most recent record
isdueto pnhcy intervention or a bemgn turn by nature. But

what isthatthe y does not treat
inflationand ment equally. It dataon
inflation from 2011 onward, serving to draw attentiontoits de-
cline since but does not afford similar treatment to the data
on unemployment. Had the data on the unemployment rate
been

for the same period, the fact that unemploy-

the poll results, Shah, L

Lumbini inthemap of IndJam the muralin
the new Parliament House.

nim Wagle — a likely finance minister —

ment today is high by historic standards would have become
apparent.

mayorofacity

on social media. This has been

Butbeingani
and the prime minister of a country are dif-
ferent things. India welcomed the RSP vic-
tory, and PM Narendra Modi personally

called Shah and Lamichhane, sep-

widely interpreted asaresponse tothelarge
number of voters who had urged themtore-
store Nepal’s “Hindu Kingdom” status, Fi-
nally, theNepahAm]y whichhad actedasa

arately
menttoworktogether “for mutual
prosperity, progressand well-being
of our two countries”. The US sent

platform for GenZpro-
testsled tothe fall of the Oli government, may
emerge as an increasingly influential force
in governance and politics. The impact on

tocorruption, and screeningof ‘Adipurush’,a it ulations and
have consistently emerged as the Hindi film in which Sita its willingness to work for “shared
Nepali people’s principal aspir- . goals of prosperity and security”.
anons in vanous surveys. Shah’s was shown 2}5 haV}ng China’s suggestion of a “strategic
cycles beenbornin India partnership” is no less important.
1

Past.
of h1gh promise followed by poor

The indicatic External

of the army having an outsized
roleisyettobe seenbutithasproveditselfto
be trustworthy in times of crisis.

The writer is Kathmandu-based con tributing
editor for The Indian Express

ic policy must now pivot towards jobs. However,
even ionisgiven ion, ascru-
tiny of the methodology of measunng unemployment needs
tobedone. A puzzle
onthe unemploymem rate according to the Penodm Labour
l‘orce Survey. s ience: iqueinthat
rate declined during the Covid year 0f 2020-
21 when output contracted by closeto 7 per cent. In the United
States, forinstance, unemployment had surged. dunngmepan—
demic, though the nomy farless. A
of the Indian case by the NSSO would help create greater con-
fidence in the unemployment data.

when viewing ies

Balakrishnan is honorary visiting professor, Centre for Development
Studies, Thiruvananthapuram. Suleis teaching fellow,
Krea University, Sri City
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BHARATH REDDY AND
SHOBHANKITA REDDY

ANTHROPIC AND the Department of War
(DoW) are Iocked in a standoff over how far
the military should be allowed to go with
frontier AL Atthecentreof thisclasharetwo
red lines that Amh:oplc LﬂSlS!S on forits
models: d

Inaworld of hard power, who sets the terms for Al?

partner that does business with the United

As legally unten-
i ial risk for

activity with Anthropi
sounds, it

Anthropic ifit is cut off from being offered
by major cloud service providers. While the
company could challenge this designation
incourt,a thatallows
the DoWtouse thetechnology for “all lawful
purposes”, in line with what it has been ad-
vocating, islikely.

Thisepi i precedent.

nofullyautonomous weapons. Inresponse,
the DoW has designated the company as a

“supply chain risk”, a label previously re-
served for US adversaries, and never before

‘The Trump administration is willing to re-
purpose tools designed for foreign adver-
saries for use against domestic companies.
In doing so, it is trying to establish that pri-

applied toan Ameri
The US Secretary of War Pete Hegseth
stated on X that “no contractor, supplier, or

P
posetechnologies with vastcivilian applica-
tions have obligations to the state beyond

their terms of service when the technology
is “spunon” for military use.

Second, it is only a matter of time before
Anthropic falls in line. Amid the clash with
the DoW, the company’s rival, OpenAl has
been quick to accept a permissive contract
formilitary-use cases. Thisisan undesirable
outcome for Anthropic.

Third, the irony here is hard to miss. An-

Inits clash with Hegseth,
itis only a matter of time before
Anthropic falls in line. The
company's rival, OpenAl has
been quick to accept a permissive
contract for military-use cases

epapenindianexpresc.com.- .

thropic and other frontier AT companies
spent years building the case that the tech-

ations today would be to augment text-,
code-, analysls— and simulation-heavy

nologyissopowerful thatitcc
clear weapons and requires non-prolifer-
ation controls. Now the US government is
using that very logic to argue that such a
powerful technology cannot be left to a pri-
vate company’s discretion.

Fmally. despl[e the company’s safety

work, not ity
making kill decisions.

Given that the current state of military
Al technologies may be popularly mis-
understood, both Anthropic’s red linesand
the Pentagon’s heavy-handedness seem
somewha[ performative. Anthropic has

Claude, its
family oflanguage models, was used inUS
operations in Venezuela and Iran. While
generative Al is described as a “country of
geniusesinadatacentre” that may surpass
human intelligence within a year or two,
this suggests that this technology is being
used to make lethal decisions in military
operations. However, the most likely use
cases for generative Al in military oper-

New Delhi

litselfasa Al lab,and
standinguptothe DoW appearstobeanef-
fort to stay true to its brand. However, the
real fight does not seem to be about present
use cases as much as who gets to set the
terms for the future.

The writers are researchers in technology

geopolitics with the Takshashila Institution,
Bengaluru. Views are personal
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How airstrikes
triggered black
rainin Tehran

Abhishek Chakraborty
New Delhi, March 11

WHEN TEHRAN residents stepped outside into the rain on
Sunday morning, they were not greeted by the usual grey
drizzle, but by oily, soot-laden droplets coating cars, clothes,
and skin. On the night of March 7, Israeli strikes hit four oil
storage facilities and an oil production transfer centre in
Tehranand the province of Alborz, igniting large fires that
burned for hours, Thetargets included the Aghdasieh oil ware-
house in northeast Tehran, the Shahran oil depot, and the
Tehran refinery in the south. This “black rain”, dozens of miles
away from the disaster site, has proven to be one of the war's

most alarming consequences.

How did the black rain form?
The released si

quantities

of toxic hydrocarbon compounds, sulfur, and nitrogen oxides
into the air. As rain moved through the pollutant-saturated
skies over the city, it absorbed these chemicals and fell back
down as oily, blackened precipitation.

Scientists explained that the black rain resulted from a

TOXICEFFECT

® The US-Israelstrikes on Iran
caused amassive release of
toxic hydrocarbons, sulfur
oxides, and nitrogen com-
pounds into the air.

® [nhaling or touching the
smokeor particles could cause.
headaches, skinirritation and
difficulty in breathing.

®The. ram could also causesen

weather pattern bringing
rain into the area, which
combined with particles al-
ready suspended in the at-
mosphere.

‘What are the health risks
from the black rain?

On Tuesday, the World
Health Organization (WHO)
warned thatblack and acidic
rain falling over Tehran
poses a real danger to the
populanon primarily to re-

ous lung d;
burnstotheskin.

v health. Il backed

pira

* HARISH RANA CASE

The framework behind
SC’s euthanasia verdict

AMAAL SHEIKH

THE SUPREME Court Wednesday per-
mitted the withdrawal of life-sustaining
treatment for 32-year-old Harish Rana,
who has been in a vegertative state since
2013 whena fall left him with asevere head
injury. This is the first ever Indian court
order approving passive euthanasia.
Abench of Justices.J BPardiwalaand K
VVishwanathan directed that “the medical
treatment, including Clinically Assisted
Nutrition, beingadministered totheappli-
cant, shall be withdrawn and withheld”.
The court directed the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences to carry out a pal-
liative end-of-life care plan sothat his final
stage ismanaged with comfort and dignity.
Italsowaived the usual 30-day reconsider-
ation period, a cooling-off window meant
to allow objections before treatment is
withdrawn, noting that both medlcal
boards and the family were

TS dile
g

Court has observed

that treatment had become futile.

i the nature of the decision,
the court observed: “Our decision today
does not neatly fit within logic and reason
alone. It sits in a space between love, loss,
medicine and mercy. This decision is not
about choosing death, but is rather one of
not artificially prolonging life.”

In 2024, Rana’s father approached the
Delhi HC seeking permission to withdraw
life-sustaining treatment, but the petition

that a person attempting suicide requires
care, not punishment.

Withdrawing or withholding life-sus-
tainingtreatment is treated differently be-
cause it involves stopping or not initiating
medical intervention and allowing the
underlying illness or injury to take its
course. This distinction flows from Article
21, the “right to life”, which the Supreme
Court has interpreted to include the right
tolive with dignity. For terminally illor per-

terminally ill. The family then moved the
P} ourt, which, in2025,

primary and secondary medical boards.

Both concluded his condition was irrever-

to remain indoor&
According to WHO spo-

kesperson Christian Lindmeier, the strikes caused a massive
release of toxic hydrocarbons, sulfur oxides, and nitrogen
compcunds into Lhe air. Sc|enusv.s said inhaling or touching

tl

kinand eyeir-

ritation, and difﬁcul[y breathing — and that longer-term ex-
posure to some compounds increases cancer risk.

The Iranian Red Crescent warned that the rain could cause
serious lung damage and chemical burnsto the skin.

Petroleum mixtures contain thousands of hydrocarbons,
including benzene, which areextremely toxic. The potential
for severe long-term consequences is very real.

Tehran was already vulnerable before the first smke

landed. Given the city’s location,

sible with i h of recovery.

“Inour considered opinion,” the bench
said, “the greatest tragedy in life is not
death, but abandonment.”

‘What does the law say on euthanasia?

Assisted dying involves intentionally
causing death through the administration
ofalethal injection.

In India, this directly attracts criminal
liability and may amount to culpable homi-
cide under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.
‘When a doctor assists the patient in per-
forming theact, criminal liability arises for
abetment to suicide. suicide

sistently patients whose life is
“ebbing out”, the court has held that the
Constitution protects the choice not to be
kept alive through invasive or futile medi-
calintervention.

Court’s rulings on euthanasia
‘TheSupreme Court’sorder allowing the
withdrawal of Rana’s treatment is the first
2 ofi frame-
work, shaped largely by rulings onend-of-
life decisions rather than law.
The judicial position was set out in
Aruna Ramchandra v. Unionof

Afamily photo of

India has no passive euthanasia
law. The top court’s order is the first
application of its framework on the
issue, shaped by previous rulings

vance their wishes regarding refusal or with-
drawal of medical treatment.
But the created in 2018

ABHINAV SRHA/FIL

mited circumstances, include a dlgmhed

proved difficult toimplement. Advance di-
rectives had to be signed by two witnesses
and countersigned by a judicial maglsmte
and hospitals had toi h-
orities and medical boards.

1In 2023, the court acknowledged that
the framework had created “insurmount-
able obstacles™. It simplified the process:
advance directives can now be attested be-
fore a notary or gazetted officer and stored
indigital health records.

board

— aprimary board and a secondary board
with an external nominee — with doctors
having at least five years’ experience. The
Collector’s role and mandatory magistrate

Harish Rana (left); death. The court observed thata though
and his father end tolife fora patientinaterminalcondi-  inform

ing his tionor i vegetativestate “may fall ~ withdrawal of treatment.
documentsattheir  within the ambit of the ‘right to die’ with

residencein 2024.

Thelack of
alaw

Parliament has
notenacted a

dignity asa partof right to live with dignity,
when death due to termination of natural
life is certain and imminent and the pro-
cess of natural death has commenced”.

It drew a distinction. Assisted dying —
actively causingdeath —remained illegal.
But withdrawing or withholding life-sus-
taining treatment could be permitted.

Even so, the court declined permission
in Shanbaug’s case. Shanbaug, a nurse at
Mumbai’s KEM Hospital, Iy as-

What did the SC say on Wednesday?
The question before the court was
whethertheartificial feeding that had sus-
tained Rana’s biological survival for more
than a decade could legally be treated as a
“medical treatment” and whether discon-
tinuing that support would amount toun-
lawful i itutionally per-
mitted withdrawal of life support.
The Delhi High Court had previously re-
plea. Itsaid that Ranawas

saulted in 1973 and remained in a veg-
etative state for decades. The court noted
that she could “certainly not be called
dead”: her brain stem was functioning, she
breathed without a ventilator, and she
showed responsessuch asblinking or reac-
ting to food. The nurses who had cared for

not dependent on mechanical life support
becausehecouldbreatheonhisown. TheSC
disagreed with that interpretation. Artificial
nutrition delivered through aPEG tube the
1d, cannot!

feeding. It isinstead a partof a medlcauy
supervised intervention requiring clinical
j and i igh

her upposecl an of treatment.
th islation i

law governing
euthanasiaor
end-of-ife care.
L]

TheSCsaid
about thison
Wednesday:
“There are
swhen

India (2011). The court reaffirmed itsearlier
decision in Gian Kaur v. State of Punjab
(1996) that Article 21 does notincludeagen-
eral “righttodie”. Assisted dying remained
outsxde constitutional protection.

ime, theBench anis

even

by
as well as its dense urban layout, air does not circulate as it
should, and pollutants remain in the air, pushed downward

and inward.

Blackrain and t.he curseof ‘forever chemlwls
Tt

the fir

warned

that forever chemicals — likely present in flame retardants
builtintothe facilities — could contaminate groundwater and
become airborne, ending up back in the rain. Acid rain, de-

ion, could also

ion of

pendingon

buildings already weakened by Tehran's chronic air quality
problems. In its latest report, the Conflict and Environment
Observatory tracked over 232 incidents with environmental
risk since the conflict began. It warned of contamination of
vegetation that could expose humans and animals to toxic
compounds through the food chain.
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Llla[ the right to live with dignity may, inli-

legislative
inaction speaks
more loudly than
legislative
action.'

such the court framed interim
guidelines. A decision to withdrawlife sup-
port could be taken by family members,
doctors, ora “next friend”, acting “bona fide
in the best interest of the patient”.

Buti ion required approval

The court described Clinically Assisted
Nutrition and Hydration (CANH) as “atech-
nologically mediated medical intervention
that is prescribed, supervised and period-
ically reviewed by trained healthcare pro-
fessmnals in accordance with established
was

from thengh Court. ABenchoftwo. |udges

decisive forthe lega] analysis. Under the

ider the request after
theopinion ofacommittee of three doctors.
The issue returned to the court in Coni-
mon Cause v. Union of India (2018). A Con-
stitution Bench held that the right to die
withdignity isaninseparable facetof Article
2. i i ingli i

ingtreatment, the court said, merely “accel-
erat{es] conclusion of the process of natural
death which hasalready commenced”. The
judgment also recognised Advance Medical
Directives, allowing adults to record in ad-

Comimon Cause . treatment can
only be withdrawn when it ceases to serve
the patient’s interests. If artificial feeding
weretreated merely as sustenance, doctors
would have no legal basis to discontinue it
even when it had become futile. By recog-
nising CANH as medical treatment, the
court placed decisions regarding its con-
tinuation or withdrawal “within the realm
of clinical judgment”, allowing physicians
to assess whether the intervention con-
tinued to serve any therapeutic purpose.

Withdrawing life-supporting care: The procedure and the hurdles

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, March 11

THE SUPREME Court on Wednesday
allowed the withdrawal of life-supporting
care for Harish Rana, 32, who has been in
avegetative state for years. While there are
nolawsonthisinIndia, here'salookat the
draft forsucha

euthanasiainIndia?

1n 2024, the Union Health Ministry re-
leased aset of draft guidelines, based on the
top court’s 2023 directives, detailing the
process hospitals must follow to withhold
orwithdraw care.

@ First, the treating physician needs to
decide if the patient has any hope of re-
covery or having a good guality of life if

Thelegal ithin48hours.
A i ithdrawal of
pr nt though their approval is not required.
@ Inits 201 ruling in
theArunaShanbaug  The hurdles
case, the SC held Dhvani Mehta, co-founder of the Vidhi
that passive eutha- Centre for Legal Policy and one of the coun-

nasia cases would
needtobeapproved

treatment measures remain in place. byHigh Court.
First,what’sth ® Then,aprimary’ h ° Another se( of
cti i caseand Thisboard in2018

Active euthanasia isa process in which
a physician may prescribe a lethal drug or
injectiontorelieve the sufferingofa person
with no hope of recovery. Itis legal incoun-
triessuchasthe US, Canada, Australia, and
parts of Europe— but not in India.

Passive euthanasia means allowing a
person todie naturally by withholding life-
sustammﬂ treatment. Patients or their
fe ascar-
dio-pulmonary resuscitation, ventilator
support, chemotherapy, radiotherapy,
dialysis or specialised nutrition.

‘Whatis the procedure for passive

ingy ici 1

modified the proce-

pe:
® The doctors then need to discuss the
prognosis with family and whether they

dureand
tion for the legally
valid advanced medi-

wantanyothert
hastobe taken and the (eamol' doctors has
tocome up with a consistent plan for care.
eIfthedoctorsand the family decidethat
the measures should be w1thd:awn they

| directives. This
alsorequired going
toajudicial magis-
trate forapproval.

sel representing Harish Rana’s family, said
that issues remain despite the top court
simplifying the process in 2023,

“Itisstill difficult to find doctors witha
sufficient level of expertise and experience
in all hospitals. And, when it comes to the
secondary medical board, the process
requires the CMO to send in the list of
nominated doctors,” Mehta said.

She said that very few states have com-
menced the process of actually creating
this list of nominated doctors for the sec-
ondarymedical board. These il

ment hospital. Many private hospitals,
however, are afraid of litigation.”

Dr Bhatnagar has, however, instituted
asimilar practice in Delhi’s Indraprastha
Apollo hospital where she now works. “Pa-
tients and their family members under-
stand the pain of prolonging life through
such measures. What is required is clear
communication that can helpthem under-
stand that they have done everything.
Thereisalotof guilt that families face over
such a decision,” says Dr Bhatnagar.

How can living wills help?
Wha[ has made the process easier is
patient’s wis pugh aliv-
ing will. These directives allow terminal pa-
tientsto create alegal document choosing
the measures Lhat theywould like orwould
notli hemwhen theyno

such Goa, and Karnataka.

need to submit a request to to
asecondary medical board. This board con-
sists of a doctor nominated by the chief
medical officer (CMO) of adistrict and two
subjectexperts with fiveor more yearsof ex-
perience. This board has to take a decision

© Latest guideli
in2023, allowed two
medical boardsto
take the decision with
consent of next of kin
ornominated person.

Dr Sushma Bhatnagar, former head of
the palliative care team at the All India In-
stitute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi,
said: “Itis easier to withdraw such life sus-
taining measures after thoroughly coun-
selling the family members in a govern-

longer have the capacity to decide.

Irallowsthemtochoosethetypeofcare
they would like to receive, the gender they
would liketobeaddressed as, and it allows
apatient to nominatea person to take their
medical decisions, which could be some-
one other than their family.

© WAR IN WEST ASIA

Iran-Arab ties: Tchran’s survival could lead to anew geopolitical contract

>
'

EXPERTEXPLAINS

BASHIR ALI ABBAS

SENIOR RESEARCH ASSOCIATE, COUNCIL FOR
STRATEGIC AND DEFENSE RESEARCH, NEW DELHI

THE US-ISRAELI war on Iran has entered
its 13th day. Evenas Tehran's response has
seen a barrage of drones and missiles
aimed atUSbases across all Gulfstates, Ira-
nian President Masoud Pezeshkian last
weekapologised to Arabstates for the dam-
age incurred and said that Tehran had “no
intention of aggression againstthem”. The
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps
(IRGC) reiterated this, with acommitment
to respecting Arab sovereignty.

Both ere meant inforce

two objectives: that Iran would continue
targeting these bases if they sustained at-
tacks against Iran, and that Tehran would
stop these retaliatory attacks if the US
ceased their use in this war.

Mistaking this as a “surrender”, US
President Donald Trump sought to drive
perceived US-Israeli mnh[ary advamages

halted operations. This now risks oil being
potentially setat $150 per barrel and makes
it exponentially worse than even the 1973
oil crisis.

tolran’sthreat to attack US-Israeli shipping
in the Strait of Hormuz, grounding Gulf
energy sbuppmg 0! an unprecedented halt.

ystriking Iran’s ol f
Qeshm Island desalination plant. Ixan re=

heimageofcitieslike

taliated by hitting a desali
tion plant in Bahrain.

So, what effects have these develop-
ments had on Iran-Arab relations?

First-order effects
AlL i k conflict

Leader Ali Khamenei guaranteeing sub-
stantial —and notlimited — h'aniansni.ks

utionary outlook has presented the threat
ofspv.llover effects — the potential for Shia

on Gulfterritories, w:

The continuinginconsistency anmen
can war aims has further infuriated Gulf
capitals. This war worsens the Arab effort
to stabilise the region for investor confi-
dence, which has already been dented by
Israel’s wars since 2023.

to rise against Sunni govern-
ments. Especially in Bahrain, with aSunni
royal family ruling an 80% Shia population
without democratic freedoms, this risk has
been potent.

Beyond the sectarian risk, the war has
alsoignited long simmering anti-US senti-

US (and notanti-Arab) focus but toalsoen-
sure that the war does not escalate horizon-
tally. Tran also seeks to prevent drawing
other Arab security arrangements, such as
the Pakistan-Saudi Arabia Strategic Mutual
Defense Agreement.

But for Arab states, the concerns are
larger. Ideally, they would prefer to con-
tinue Lhell’ post -2019 rationale of prioritis-

Dubax as shining economic engines iso- ments across Gulf’ —fuelled ing instance, the Riyadh-
lated from regional violence. Second-order effects further by Israel’s actions in Gaza, which ~ Tehran rapprochementof2023)in orderto
Broadly, the war has Militarily, Arab faceaTehran fficially deem a genocide. help preserve regional stability.

in Washington. The US orderingan un-  that can establish regional 5 5 y

" oyl i S i Iran’s Ly l
precedented mass evacuation of Ameri-  through despite SH 2:4
cans from the Guif, and partially or com-  curity presence, even as Tehran says it at- dominance
pletely ost regi i tac US presence. Saudi Arabia Iran continues o prioritise friendly ties
has rei has long been acutely cognisant of overre-

termination. A major indicator is that Gulf
states, except Bahrain, have not joined the
US-Israeli action against Iran so far.

Iran’s attacks have forced Gulf energy
giants such as QatarEnergy, Bahrain's
BAPCO, and Kuwait Petroleum Company
to declare force majeure (a serious, unex-
pected event exempting fulfilment of
contract), whil i Aramco has partially

Throughout 2025, Arab states com-
mitted to massive investments in the US
eeconomy, with Qatareven gifting President
‘Trumpa $400 million Boeing 747. For these
states, the US attacking Iran without any
clearly achievable war aims or regard for
Arab concerns, represented the first evi-
dence of low Arab influence on Washing-
ton. Tl inati Tranian Supreme

liance on US equipment, spurring it to
focus on building a new domestic military

industry ecosystem.
Presently, Gulf Arab forces remain
mistaken

with “brotherly” Arabstates. Tehran'’s 2026

to icre-

Now, Iran has successfully highlighted
both the cost of Gulf states hosting Ameri-
can bases and relying on Washington for
security — and reinforced the Arab need
forstronger domestic military
Evenif’ in in the war, Tehran’s

assertions of fraternal ties to Qatar in 2025,
‘when Iran symbolically retaliated against
AlUdeid airbase in Doha after the US's Op-

Kuwaiti shootdown of three American
fighterie it

eration h Hammer. Last week’s
P dtheIRGC, or
Iran’s “g " to Rivadh for “not allow-

with modem wartime pressures.
Politi since 1979, Tehran’s revol-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ing” itsterritory to be used foranti-Iranian
action, not only seek to clarify Iran's anti-

New Delhi

survival under new Supreme Leader
Mojtaba Khamenei and its now-proven
ability to absorb military and economic
pain and upend Arab economic stability
will be the most enduring influence on
long-term Iran-Arab relations. Arab states
and Tehran will then search fora new geo-
political contract.
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Rethinking FDI

Policy must evolve with changing realities

The Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved changes to rules governing investment
from countries sharingland borders with India, otherwise called land-border coun-
tries (LBCs). This is a pragmatic d However, India’s regin foreign direct
investment (FDI) need: olvewith the changi icand geopoliti-
cal environment. The Union government had restricted FDI from LBCs in 2020
through Press Note 3. It was then argued that the change attempted to curb oppor-
tunistic acquisitions of Indian companies during the crisis caused by the pandemic.
Asaresult, entities from countriesthat shared land borders with India were allowed
to invest only through the government route. One of the reasons for the policy
change was to restrict investment from China due to border tensions. Once those
tensions eased and the pandemic’s impact receded, Indian businesses started
demanding a relaxation in restrictions. On its part, the government selectively
allowed such investment from LBCs, particularly China. The successin developing
an ecosystem for Apple Inc is a notable example.

Given the changes in the economic environment over the past few years, the
government has done well to review the policy. Investment from entities with non-
controlling LBC beneficial ownership of up to 10 per cent will now be permitted
through the automatic route, subject to the applicable sectoral cap and other con-
ditions. Investment will also be subject to reporting relevant information and details
to the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade. Further, entities
from LBCs wishing to invest in specific sectors — such as capital goods, electronic

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA
fﬁ
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A tilted balance

The Finance Commission ignores Union govt’s fiscal laxity
while questioning state profligacy

Given the {istribution in th

of revenue and expenditure powers between the
Union and the states, the founding fathers of the Con-
stitution provided for the appointment of Finance
Commissions every five years to determine fiscal
transfers through tax devolution and grants-in-aid to
the states. The transfers are to be determmed by

expendi-

thetarget itself should have been revised

states and constitute 1.5 per cent of gross domestic
product. Given that states are required to contribute
40 percentofthe cost of these schemes, a substantially
higher share of their funds gets conscripted to meet
central priorities, violating the basic tenet of fiscal fed-
eralism (or Oates’s decentralisation theorem).

Even as the Commission admits that there is no
‘mechanism to review the efficacy and efficiency of

itstates “the CSSh layed a crucial
roleinthe nation’s development,” and considers them
an essential part of the Union’s expenditure needs,
making projections based on past trends.

Surely, thereis a case for specific-purpose transfers
in any federation to ensure minimum standards in
respect of those services having significant nation-
wide externalities or “merit goods”. But that requires
defining minimum standards, estimating the expen-
diture required for the purpose, and monitoring their
implementation. How many of the 80 umbrella
schemes in operanon follow this? While most of the

schemes are micro-managed by requmng thestatesto
prepare detailed budget under various components
within each scheme, there are no clear outcome or
even mpu! ds d. Thef: with

results in the distribution of funds to

which determines the borrowing space, h;
declined from10 percentin2002-03, when theTwelﬁh
Finance Commission determined the target, to 7.4 per
centin2on-12and furthertos.1percent in 2023-24. The
Union government has been shifting goalposts and
definitions or offenng explananons for the

components, electronic capital goods, and polysilicon — will have their
processed and decided within 60 days. The Committee of Secretaries, under the
Cabinet secretary, is empowered to revise the list. The guidelines note that the
majority holding and control of the investee entity must be with resident Indian
citizens or Indian entities controlled by resident Indian citizens.

ture needs arising from the assignments of the Union

slippages. Witht ubstantiall

and the states. In making these judge-
mentsare unavoidable.

As Justice P V Rajamannar, the chairman of the
Fourth Finance Commission, stated, the

The revised guidelines should help improve the ease of doing busi and
attract FDL Froma policy standpoint, it is not easy for any large country to exclude
China, theworld'ssecond-largest economy, from its broader economic calculations.
The decision also comes at an important yunc[ure because India needs to attract
FDL Giventhe intyintheglobal Indiais faci ital out-

flowsand is runninga deficit in the bal; off deficitonthe

isa“...gamble onthe personal
views of five persons, or a majority of
them.” Nevertheless, in exercising these
judgements, they are expected to follow
(i) the assignment system detailed in the
Seventh Schedule; (ii) concerns about
macroeconomic stability and the devel-

capital account could significantly complicate external-sector 1t
However, given the geopolitical sensitivities, there isa need to review the overall
FDIregime. There are genuine concerns about China, and several countries across
the world are calibrating their relations with the country. In the present context,
scrutinising investment coming from specific countries may not beenough Despite
theguidelinesonb Ve ip, it may not al be possible to determine
whether investment coming from, say, Singapore or European countries is not from
ennnes controlled by Chinese capital. Agam one could argue why i hould

needs of the Union and indi-
vidualstates;and (iii) clarity in functional

exceeding borrowingspace,
sector is faced with an elevated cost of borrowing, viti-
ating the investment climate, or is forced to seek exter-
nal funds to finance investments,
Even in making the assessments, the
tilt comes out clearly. The Commission
rightly flags (he ofthe discoms

comply, defeati ery purpose of
ensuring minimum standards.

Besides, some of the schemes were the universal-
isation of The
mid-day meal scheme for schoolchﬂd:en which is
now called PM Poshan, was started by Tamil Nadu,
and MGNREGA (now renamed G-RAM-G) evolved
fromthe “Food for Work” programme of Maharashtra.

Indeed, the schemes like elementary education,
basic healthcare and water supply and sanitation are
important, butit is necessary tospecify the minimum
outcome standards, work out the finding require-
ments, desxgn the schemes and implement them
dsituation in different states.

» and arisin
eration of subsidies and transfers at the
state level, but looks the other way when
it comes to even greater largesse by the
Union govexument

Apart fr

domain As theC: oy inthe Budget, the Union government has
tobe i-judicial POLICY approved multiple, massive, multi-year
body, itis required to be impartial. p"_LARS bailout packages for BSNL and MTNL,

The Sixteenth Finance Commission

states that its approach was to consider M GOVINDA RAQ

the “available” and “required” revenue
with the Union and the states to bridge the

d .nlvagamstc Whatmdlaneedslstoldenufyasetufsec-

gap and to estimate additional revenue effort and

expendit

torsitvi a ountry

Inotherwords, Indianeedstospotsectors inwhich it will develop itsown capabilities
orbein partnership wi trusted countries. Therest canbeliberally opened up
for foreign Indianeeds! d fforeign investment tosupplement
domestic savings to achieve higher growth rates. Butin a world that i is becommg
ir ingly unpredictable by the day, it must alsc interests.

Misguided strategy

Andhra’s population policy weakens women’s freedom
AndhraPradesh hasb hefirststatetc populatiol

atbothlevels of governmentto
“rework the available” and “required” resources,

involving 2.3 trillion in combined relief
packages (2019, 2022, 2023), 4G/5G spec-

ist Martin Feldstein suggested varymg
in

cation in the United States. (“Wealth Neutrality and
Local Choice in Public Education”, American Econ-
omic Review, March 1975; pp. 75-89). Itis not enoughto
claim that the CSS have improved the service levels.
The critical issue is whemer they have achieved the
objective of ensuring

defined. Most of the schemes belong to functions in
the State List. How can a Constitutional Comm' i
endurse such by eroding the di

ion, and debt rest
Underthe RozgarMela initiated by the Prime Min-
ister on October 22, 2022, aimed at iting one mil-

As ment\oned earher these schemes are financed
ontaxes. Surely,

lion personnel across Union government ministries
and departments in mission mode, over 1.1 million

repeating the exercise until the balance is
achieved. The shares in the divisible pool are deter-
mined inline with this balance (p.18).

il the assessmentof Union government
finances, the Conumsslon is quite appreciative of the

appointment letters h been issued.

Under the PM-KISAN scheme launched in Febru-
ary 2019 to provide income support to landholding
farmer families across India, over 4.09 trillion has
beendisbursed tomore than 110 million farmers until

ification for raising revenu vi
charges under Article 271 for meeting exigencies such
as war, famine, and pandemics, but this cannot be
used as a regular source to finance CSS by eroding the
size of the divisible pool.

The Commission admits that the “economic effi-
ciency argument dictates that reliance on cesses and

restraint the du the 2025. Are these not transfers initiated for thy i pt for: shun-
icand the indefici d debt since polmml reasons7T les. The term il i hul lt is i

the spike that took place in the ic year. How- imply chose toigr evento he view that the pi is perniciou

ever, itsimplyi; ignores the fact that, except in 2007-08, The biggest twist in the tale is the Commlsslon s and not in the interest of sound ﬁ.nance or healthy

innoneofth Actwa: in treatment of the Centrally Schemes (CSS)  Uni fiscal relation:

August, 20( Jnio! jedwith and their fi ing through cesses and surcharges.

the deficit and debt targets set by Finance The Ci states that these schemes account  The author is former director, NIPFP.

Commissions, on one pretext or another.

for 50 per cent of the transfers from the Union to the

The views are personal

policy to encourage families to have more children. The state plans to reverse the
age-old “Hum Do, Hamare Do” family-planning campaign, which helped reduce
the national total fertility rate (TFR) to about 2 from 3.2 in 2000, by offeringan incen-
tive of ¥25,000 to couples that have a second or third child and subsidising in vitro
fertilisation (IVF) treatment. This payout is driven by anxieties that the state’s TFR
hasfallento1.5,signi lybelowthe repl. level of 2.1. The app ion
is that decelerating populanon growr.h could unpact the slate s representation in
Parliamentaheadof a i itation well asi tofunding
under Finance Commission. allocauons linked to each state’s population. Theseare
notinvalid concerns, and the prc ithernstates haveall expressed similar
reservations. However, this approach is inappropriate.

For one, it reflects narrow ethnocentricity, which is out of sync with a country
a; India. Thi: ionwould makeimplementingthe policy prob-
lematic. If “identity” is defined by geographical boundaries, then Andhra Pradesh
hassignificant cohorts of settlers from other parts of India. Would a Punjabi or Ben-
gali domiciled in the state for decades be eligible for the subsidy? Though not
explicitlystated, th i st the Telugu population. How-
ever, large numbers of ‘Telugu people inhabit other states, with Telangana, Karna-
taka, Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra being the most prominent. Would the policy
address their concerns? The nativist focus of the policy, a grim emulation of prac-
tices mcreasmgly followed in the United States and Europe, sets a poor precedent
for ilar TFR records. It: thefactthataspartof India, thestate
can augment talent and skills from anywhere in the country. Migration has been
the backbone of economic growth. The country’s most dynamic cities — Kolkata
inthe past, or Mumbai, Bengaluru, Gurugram, or Hyderabad today — are the most
cosmopolitan, having been built on the toils of blue- and white-collar migrants.

Thepolicy also runsthe riskof creati itcomes. The firstconcernsthe
quality of human capital. Given that India’s and Andhra Pradesh’s falling TFR is the
resultofimproved educationand incomes, most of the subsidy could well be accessed
bypoorer famnhes w1th less wherewithal to sustain larger families. The state has rec-
ognised thi: 1d-ons, suchasa¥1,000 monthly nutrition support
for the third child up to five years and free education in government institutions for
the second and third child up to the age of 18 years. But these in noway cover the full
costofraisingachild inoptimum conditions. Sofar, no country that has offered simi-
larincentivest tC ing TFRs. The second perverseconsequence
concerns women’s rights. Falling TFRs typically reflect improvement in women’s
education and, to an extent, their growing agency within society. Smaller families
reduce the childcare burden for women and enable them to explore opportunities in
education or professional careers. This is no small achievement. In a patriarchal
country like India, offering incentives to have more children could narrow women’s
freedom of choice and reverse decades of hard-won social progress.

The return of the nativists

The most potent signs of the integration of India’s
people emerged in the first days of the Covid-19 lock-
down six years ago. As shops and factories downed
shutters and construction sites froze, tens of thou-
sands of workers and their families took to the roads.

seeing other Indians as aliens.
Trust the politicians to pick up on an easy issue to
enhance theirappeal by promoting pohmes desngned

Andhra mandated that all shops and commercial
establishments display their signs prominently in
Telugu, a rule that Telangana continued when it

tofocuson values. The most enti ion
here has been toreserve low-level jobs for locals hired

l iously evicted by empl and land-
lords, they were forced to make their way home from
the boom towns of the south and west — on foot,
bicycles, bullock carts (the lucky ones by lorry or
trains)—to Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Rajas-
than and West Bengal.

The Covid-19 exodus demonstrated
the cymcally utilitarian treatment by
local
Indian states who play a vital role in sus-
taining economies far away from their
homelands. Eight years earlier, the pre-
carious state of internal migrants was

nor

migrants fled Bengaluru, Chennai and
Pune on unfounded rumours of violence

bythe prir AndhraPradesh (2019), Haryana
(2020) and Karnataka (2024) went down this route. All
ofthem have foundered.

The Andhra Bill, which aimed toreserve 75per cent
ofjobs in industrial umts factories and joint ventures
forlocal i b lled after

in the High Court indicated that the law
could be unconstitutional. The Haryana
Bill was transparent in its intent. The
Statement of Objects and Reasons to the
Bill cited the influx of migrants in the
state competing for low-paid jobs. The
law metamore decisive outcome in2023,
after abench of the Punjab and Haryana
High Court quashed it as unconstitu-
tional (thestate hassinceappealed tothe

acquired (other are permitted
but in smaller type). Enforcement is draconian, so
most establishments in the big cities comply; in
smaller towns, compliance is more lax.
Andhraisalsoat the forefront of a move to produce
more of its own people by announcing a Population
1t Policytoi ivi
than one child. The impulse for doing so stems from
alarm at falling total fertility (TFR) levels dropping
below the replacemenl rate. Of course, faJ.ImgTFR isa
but. the
state’s citizenry to produce more children to allay their
fears of a diminution of parliamentary representation
inthe long run. Andhrais an emergmg mrlusmal beII
itcould just: i
ingdomiciliary status, withall itsattendant benefits, Lo
its large cohorts of migrant white- and blue-collar
workers. But it will take a brave politician to formally
“outsiders” hough mostof Indias

againsttheir linked tocom- Supreme Court). the high
munal clashes in Assam. Given the role SWOoT courtsaid, thelaw violated Article 14 (the
they play in Lhese cities” Lhnvmg reuul KANIKA DATTA right to equality) and Article 19 (freedom

andser , the K
emmentmovedswﬂlymallaymehfears

and assure them protection. No similar crisis has
occurred since.

Despite clear evidence of the dynamism that
migrants have brought to India’s most prosperous
states, parochialism is gaining traction throughout
India. The frequent attacks on Mushmsasou!slders
or infiltrators are one outward i of the

of trade and

Significantly, the P\.m)ab and Haryana
High Court made a pointed observation: That the law
created discriminatory artificial divisions among
citizens. Not thatthisfindingofanorthern higher court
deterred the Karnataka government down south. In
2024, the state government proposed a law to reserve
50 per cent of management and 75 per cent of non-
roles for locals. This announcement

threat perception many Indians have harboured for
decades. But the killing of a young man of Tripura
origin by local thugs on suspicion of being Chinese
in Uttarakhand last year underlines the depth of the
paradox. As emerging pockets of prosperity stoke
the demand for the varied skxlls and abilities of
citi try,

caused such a fierce backlash from industry —
especially theIT and ITeS industry that put Bengaluru
ontheworld map—that it hasbeen inlimboeversince.

Whatever the impediments, as Europe and the
United States have demonstrated, ialism has

most dynamic cities routinely doso.
In West Bengal today, amorphous political fault-
linesare beingdrawn up between “Bengali pride” and
rmrthem culture”. Butjusthalfa century dgo, apoliti-
cal d Amra Bangali hial political
party, failed to make its mark. Amra Bangali’s key
demand then and now was for the creation of Bangal-
istan, which would encompass West Bengal, Tripura,
(undivided) Bihar, Assam, and Odisha —basicallyany
state with large Bengali populations. In the eighties, it
made its presence felt in parts of Calcutta, then easily
India’s most cosmopolitan city, by erasing shop signs
written in English. No one took much notice. It drew
negligible electoral supporr except, oddly, in Tripura
when: itwon ive bly. It

an enduring appeal, never more so than when good
jobs are hard to come by. Back in 2012, undivided

h i h political theatre
today but it is ominous that parts of its agenda are
gaining traction among mainstream parties.

The myths of the Chinese Communist Party

BOOK
REVIEW

SHYAM SARAN

In 1937, the American journalist Edgar
Snow published Red Star Over China, a
book that introduced Mao Zedong to the
world as a romantic, agrarian reformer
and a charismatic figure leading a grass-
roots movement for China’s liberation
from a feudal and corrupt regime of the
Guomindang or the KMT party headed
by General Chiang Kai-shek. For nearly a
century, Snow’s narrative served as the

ion for the Western
ingof the Chinese Revolution. With his
latest work, Red Dawn Overchmn Frank

rative that draws from his meticulous
research into the voluminous Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) archives, sup-
plemented by Russian archives. Itisthe
approach with which one is familiar in
Mr Dikotter’s earlier works, comprising
The Tragedy of Liberation, 1945-57,
‘Mao’s Great Famine, 1958-62, and The
Cultural Revolution, 1962-76. The latest
history reverses the chronology totake
usbacktothe period 1911-45, which saw
the birth of the CCPin 1921in

tactics and military strategy, wereall
carefully instilled among the CCPleaders
and cadres by asuccession of Soviet
handlers. These were drawn from Soviet
experience of using ruthless violence,
adoptinga cultu:e of secrecy. and con-
piratorial i i -
stantand bloody purges and offeringa
one-party Leninist state as an institu-
tional model. At notime during this
period did [he ccp have a s)gruﬁcan[

and its subsequent transformation into
arevolutionary party, leading up toits
final victory in the civil war with the
KMT in 1949.

The four histori

ular Its
tactics of | perpeuanng endless violence
and recourse to extortion froma country-
side already ravaged by war beliesits
image asa people’s movement. This

ments of the situation and thetactics to
be followed. Even after theideological
break with the Soviet Union from 1958
onwards, the Sovietimprintonthe CCP
remained and endures to thisday.

Two, MrDikotter dispels the lingering
view ofthe CCPasanimportant compo-
nent of theanti-Japanese coalition in the
Pacific war. He produces a wealth of
archival evidence toshow how the CCP
mostly sat out the warand conserved its
lxmlted military capac)ly while Iemng

base from which toattack the = = Chiang was tactical while the
KMT. The massive volume of Bl objectiveallalong wasto
weapons surrendered by the {431 ensurethat the CCPprevailed
Japanese was handed over to DAWN inthe civil war.

the CCP and this support . ‘The establishment of the

proved crucial in the CCP’s
eventual takeover of Beijing
and its victory over the rest of
the Chinese landmass.

KMT The US belief that the CCPought to
be supported because it was a nationalist
more than acommunist entity is thor-

oughly inthe book.

heroffera
and revisi

of current Chmese politics and its institu-

granular
history of the C revolution
fromiits early beginnings to the end of
the Cultural Revolution in 1976.
‘What are the main takeaways from
Mr Dikotter’s latest book?
One, he has detailed how the birth of

Dikotter offersa;
o0 00

CCP, itsideol identity, its political

tional 1gs. The notion that
under Mao the CCP was mostly an
indigenous movement needs to be
nuanced. There were disagreements
between the CCP leaders and their Soviet
advisors but in most cases, the Soviets
were able toimpose their own assess-

f

Three, the CCP and its People’s Army
‘was able to prevail over the KMT, thanks
tothe material and military support pro-
vided by the Soviet Union after the
defeat of Japan in 1945. The Soviet Union
took over the whole of Manchuria from
Japan’s Kwantung Army and made it
available to the revolutionary army asa

4 CHINA

OVER

People’s Republic of China
may have initially created the
expectation of a government
of social reformers and grad-

Thestory isrepeated in ual change. The CCP moved
Xinjiang where the Soviets swiltly to consolidate its
helped by first taking it over Red Dawn Over China:  POWer by dismantling vir-
and then handing overcontrol  How Communism tually all vestiges of the old
tothe CCP.Incontrast,USand  Conquered aQuarterof order. A one-party Leninist
‘Western assistance and sup- Humanity state on the Soviet model
porttothe KMT washesitant by Frank Dikotter replaced the old order within
and ni by  Published by ashort span of time, validat-

Chiang Kaishek's reputation ~ Bloomsbury ing the view that totalitarian-
asbeingcorruptand authori- 384 pages 3799 ismisan inherent feature of
tarian. Mr Dikotter hasused such astate. There may be
Chiang’s dairies to throw light on the adaptations in response to ¢l i

complex set of challenges he had todeal
with during the 1945-49 civil war. Some
historical iontothe

domestic and external challenges but
whenever power of the party is

fact that Stalin was also extending sup-
port to Chiang Kai-shek and may have
preferred a weak KMT-CCP coalition to
rule over post-war China. The present
volume shows that the Soviet support to

the default option is invari-
ably the ruthless imposition of control.
‘We are seeing this play out in the current
power play in China.

The reviewer is a former foreign secretary
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A needed détente
with Beijing

The trick is in finding the right balance between
importing goods and importing capital from China

e Union Cabinet on Tuesday decided to revoke a

2020 order —Press Note 3 (PN3) —that banned

foreign investment from countries with which

India shares a land border. The decision
followed hostilities with Chinese armed forces in
Galwan Valley after which India announced several
steps todisallow Chinese companies from doing
businessin India. The latest order will now allow
Chinese capital —subject to some limits such as
controlling stal toresumeri inIndia
Habitual or opportunistic hawks will scoff at the
decision, but it should be seen as a pragmatic détente
with the world's second-largest economy and by far its
largest manufacturing powerhouse.

If India is to make progress in manufacturing, it
cannot afford a self-inflicted decoupling from China.
China controls critical supplies, notjustinputs like rare
earths, and also holds a near monopoly on skilled
workforces necessary to train workers on cutting-edge
shop floors, such asin electronics. The people and
companies running iPhone manufacturing plants in
India will agree. The logic of working closely with China
has always made sense. It makes even more sense today
when India-bound foreign investments from advanced
economies have been sluggish and the Trump
Administration is trying to arm-twist capital and
countries toinvest in the US.

China’s economic prowess and its indispensability for
India’s manufacturing ambitions do not mean it will
willingly help India become an economic superpower.
From the Indian side, there will be concerns about
safeguarding strategic interests, especially in critical and
evolving areas of electronic surveillance and data safety.
This is in addition to intermittent Chinese tactics of
perpetrating hostilities on the border and its deep
strategic relations with Pakistan. Valid and pressing as
these concerns are, they do not justifya prolonged
economic decoupling with China. India must maximise
its economic engagement with China while trying its
best to counteractall valid concerns.

The most important questions regarding Sino-Indian
economicrelations were best framed in the 2023-24
Economic Survey. “Is it possible to plug India into the
global supply chain without plugging tselfinto the
China supply chain? and (b) what is the right balance
between importing goods and importing capital from
China?” Now that the government has answered the
second question, it should work on the first.

The case for alaw on
passive euthanasia

tthe core of the right to life sits the right to
Adignity‘ To live with dignity is to retain, for as

long as possible, the sovereign territory of the
self. Autonomy over that life, that body, in the
absence of criminality, is hewed into this very right.
In a landmark decision on Wednesday, the
Supreme Court made the difficult adjudication in a
case where that life, in any meaningful sense of that
word, has already departed. The top court allowed
passive euthanasia for a 32-year-old man who has
remained in a permanent vegetative state for more
than a decade, while also laying down safeguards
and procedural guidelines to regulate such
decisions in the future. Delivering separate but
concurring opinions, the bench of Justices JB
Pardiwala and KV Viswanathan held that
withdrawing life-sustaining support in a palliative
care setting would be in the patient’s best interest.

In many ways, this is the logical progression of
the court’s groundbreaking recognition in 2018 of
the right of individuals to die with dignity —a
verdict that permitted the removal of life-support
systems for the terminally ill, and allowed
individuals to decide againstartificial life support
by creating a living will. The solemn moment also
underlines just how far jurisprudence has travelled
since the sombre trial of Mumbai nurse Aruna
Shanbaug, whose decades-long suffering made a
powerful argument for passive euthanasia.

In a country rife with inequalities such as India, the
possibility of misusing such a provision — especially
against the elderly and the vulnerable — is always
present. The court is correct in proceeding carefully
and building multiple layers of safeguards —medical
boards, judicial oversight, and several checks. But it
has shown foresight and humanity in foregrounding
compassion. The Centre should heed the Court’s
recommendation that it bring abouta
comprehensive legislation in this regard.

The broadest challenge
for middle powers is that
such a diverse group is
hardly likely to have a
common set of interests
on any of these issues

shington is no

longer viewed by
itsallies asa cham-

pion of collective

security, free trade,

and therule of law.

At the same time, China's economic
power and political influence continue
to grow, intensifying the distrust of
many guvernmenvs that are mcreas

This moment in history
&role of middle powers

to tied;

and political support for insti
such as the UN, World Bank, Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, and WTO. They
can agree on common strategies to
ensure the US abandonment doesn't
sink these organisations and China
doesn't come to dominate them. For
now, itwill be much easier to shore up
existing institutions than to build new
3 icularly since Washington
and Beijing can undermine anything
that other powers try to construct. Yet,
the UK and France are the only middle
powers with Security Council seats,
and the US, China, and Russia have
considerable power to resist reform.
On security, the material military
advantages the US and China still hold

trad

s(andards -setting, and developmem
finance than in the security sphere,
because here the USand China are less
dominant. This is an area where real
progress s already visible, Recent EU
trade agreements with India and the
South American bloc Mercosur have
already made history. Canada’s bld m
broker a deal that would

Mldrlle : powers know that

their i us

an won't

GETTY IMAGES

forever.

based (and the US abandoned) CPTPP
trade group with the European Union
would be extraordinarily complex but
potentially prufuu ndly beneficial
across both Brazil, withan

On tech trade, the US-China tech
rivalry allows middle powers to pivot
between the two. But there are no mul-

architecture that treats non-western
powersas rule-takers rather than part-
nersin rulemakmg is doomed to pro-

abundance of the rare earth minerals
that mineral-rich China has threat-
ened 10 use as an economic weapor,

leave most middle p
on a basic alignment with
3 o

ingly rela-
tions with Beumg Thi s envirorment
of US and China’s dominance of the
international system, and with Russia
committed to upendmg the current

P
nation, weapons develop-
ment, and intelligence-shar- |
ing. But exceptions are
emergmg Greater defence

global order, “th
act together,” wamed Canada s Prime
Minister Mark Carney in January,

“because if we're not at the table, we're
on the menu".

Can “middle powers™ bolster exist-
ing multinational institutions like the
United Nations? Can they partner
where their interests align to safe-
guard their common interests? There
are plenty of reasons for

is an ongoing response to
Russia’s war on Ukraine,
though this process will take

within Europe lan
Bremmer

st chains to multi-
ple countries, most recently
India, rather than exclusively
to the US, Other middle pow-
ers blessed with critical min-
eralscan do the same.
Finally, middle powers left
vulnerable by the US, and
(Chinese willingness to weap-
onise their respective eco-
nomic form col-

nnannnal rulesto weak institu-
bring ility to tech i tions withum That means
and use, and th ing domi- issues most urgent for
nance of American and Chmese firms Glubal South governments —develop-
in cutting-edg leaves  ment debt

‘middle powers without much bargain- ~ climate finance, and technology
ing leverage or a common develop-  access.

ment strategy on Artificial Intelligence Despite these many challenges,

(Al). There are no middle power tech

champions asking their governments

to establish the rule of law, privacy

standards, or open governance, Com-

panies in Europe, Canada, or India

could collaborate to build their own
1

considerable time, money,

and political will. Rivalry with China,
the poor quality of Russian defence
products, and doubts about America's
long-term reliability as a partner have
moved India’s. govemment Wh.lth has

lective economic security
deals, agreements that commit willing
members 1o coordinate responses to
unilateral tariff pressures and/or viola-
tions of existing trade agreements or
WT[) rules in ways similar to the secu-
fered to NATO mem-

But if they fail to assert themselves
where they can, Washington and Bei-
jing may ensure they suffer what they
must.

On diplomacy, coalitions of willing
middle powers like the EU, India,
Japan, Brazil, Canada, and others
could work together to boost financial

ly i in
recent years, toward more security
trade with Europe. Greater defence
cooperation between Europe and
Canada reflects shared fears about
America’s trajectory. Japan, South
Korea, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey could
develop their own nuclear deterrents:

In economics, it is easier for middle

bers by the alliance’s Article Five, To
accomplish this, however, each of
these middle power guvemmems

pen, pow-

middle powers know that opportuni-

ties to defend their interests from US
and Chinese dominance won't remain
open forever. If they fail to act, Wash-
ington and Beijing will lock in bilateral
arrangements across the developing
world —in infrastructure, djglml 5y5v

erful Al slatk" thata].lcan
cost. But that effort would be expen-
sive and time-consuming in times of
economic and geopolitical stress.

The broadest challenge for middle
powers is that such a diverse group is
hardly likely to have a common set of
interests on any of these issues. To put
itmore bluntly, while non-US western
leaders generally agree that the rules-
based

tems,
those deals are made and connecuons
established, it will be much harder for
otheractors to check their dominance.
The obstacles toa common middle-
power strategy in any of these areas
remain formidable, but more and
more governments now understand
the need to assert themselves.
Whether and how effective they will,

must

is worth pro-

open question.

esistance to th i to
forge new trade agreements.

On technology, middle powers face
an even more complex environment.

leaders
in the Global South are quick to point
out that western values aren't univer-
sal. Any middle power strategy and

lan Bremmer is the founder and board.
president of Eurasia Group Foundation.
The views expressed are personal

The negative echoes of a
divided education system

it TV (C

ong before closed-ci (cCTV)
cameras were installed in school
classrooms, Michael Apple used the
black box as a metaphor to convey the
mystery of routine teaching. I was reminded
of his metaphor when a student told me that
her teacher had recently explained the caste
system as a genetic classification, According
to this teacher, the upper castes have been in
adominant position because they are geneti-
cally superior and fitter to survive than the
lower castes. When a student tried to inter-
vene and quoted BR Ambedkar's denial of
the genetic theory of caste, the teacher
replied that Ambedkar was not a scientist.
This peep into the mysterious black box of
routine teaching offers no clue about what
can be done to improve this teacher’s under-
standing of Indian society. We can’t guess
what books she has read on the well-re-
searched subject of caste. Perhaps
‘we can speculate about the books
she has not read or heard about. In
all likelihood, she has not read any,
and her views about the caste sys-
tem merely reflect a widely preva-
lent perception that the problem of
caste hierarchy is a colonial myth.
In our system of public higher
education, there is no provision for
course evaluation. In the western
world that our system is now vigorously try-
ing to emulate and compete with, course
content and teachers’ knowledge are put
through an evaluation process at regular
intervals. If such a procedure were to be
adopted in India, many strange practices and
habits would emerge from the black box. For
now, our only source is a student who might
tell us what teachers know and how they
teach.
Since no course evaluation or any other
procedure ensuring transparency exists.
experience re fined toa
student’s personal memory. Whether the
course content or the teacher conveyed
social or ideological prejudice, it does not
enter the public domain. In this larger con-
text, the much-debated official guidelines
meant to curb discrimination — the Univer-
sity Grants Commjsslon s Pmmouon of
Equity in Higher eg-

Krishna
Kumar

d private higher education. The two
sectors have moved apart at a remarkable
pace over the last few decades. By and large,
their separate paths of growth have followed
the trajectories that school education wit-
nessed earlier. As a nation, we were accus-
tomed to living in a steeply hierarchical soci-
ety. The Constitution offered a vision of
equality and social justice, and mass educa-
tion promised to push us towards that goal.
An important condition for education to
fulfil its promise was common schooling, but
that proved elusive for a long time. Indeed,
separate schooling meant a paucity of com-
mon or shared experiences of childhood
across socio-economic classes. Just 15 years
ago, the Right to Education (RTE) Act pre-
sented some limited movement towards
common schooling by making a 25% reserva-
tion for students from the economically
weaker sections mandatory in pri-
vate schools. This provision created
anarrow bridge of commonality.
No such bridge exists between
publicand fully private higher edu-
cation. Free to charge whatever fee
they wish, private universities have
no legal necessity to follow the res-
ervation policy. While overall reser-
vation in public universities is
touching 50% —and in some states
it is more — private universities claim to
enrol purely based on merit. Under that ban-
ner, they are free to charge the fee they want,
and harging amount:
Merit, thus, goes with the paying capacity of
parents. Public universities, on the other
hand, not only follow the government's res-
ervation policy but also charge remarkably
low fees. No wonder they function with a per-

ROLAND LESCURE
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We need to send a very clear
message, which is thatif we cannot

reopen the Strait of Hormuz, we

will replace it with other oil that

will come from elsewhere and
circulate around the world

War in West Asia and
failure of global order

he war on Iran may come to be remem-
bered not simply as another West Asian
conflict butasa symptom nfsﬂmelhmg

ing drones and weapons destined for future
hostile use —a dangerous stretch of legal rea-
soning, In the Strait of Hormuz, where neither

‘much more ser
lapse of the post-1945 international order and,
withit, the re-emergence of a colonial mindset
in global politics.

‘The United Nations (UN) was born from the
ashes of World War 11, a world traumatised by
the devastation of total war and the horrors of
genocide. Political leaders sought to build a sys-
tem that could prevent the recurrence of great-
power conflict, with the UN Charter servingas
the foundational document of that effort, gov-
erning how States may use force under i interna-
tional law. In parallel, International

Irannor the US the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, control over
one of the world's most vital shipping lanes is
increasingly shaped by fleets and missiles
rather than maritime law.

But this erosion of the legal order did not
begin in 2026, When NATO bombed Yugoslavia
in 1999 without UNSC approval, western gov-
ernments argued that humanitarian necessity
jus\iﬁed bypassing the law. The US invasion of
Iraq in 2003, based on unfounded claims of
weapons of mass deslmcuon, was framed as
e. Later, when Russia

ian Law (IHL) exists to inject a measure of
humam(y into the chaos of war by

manent scarcity of the basic ities of a
good educational institution.

This structural compartmentalisation of
the system is a form of discrimination that no
guidelines can address or mmgate The (hs—
criminatory aspect of the public-p:

collective
indiscriminate attacks, targeting civil-
iansand using starvation as a method
of warfare, through the Geneva Con-

sion has been further sharpened by the stark
financial gap between the two kinds of insti-
tutions. When you visit colleges fully depend-
enton State funds, the poverty of their library
and laboratory resources stares at you. The

ulations, 2026 — seem an i

teach dent ratio in private institutions

toavoid structural issues.
One major issue is the division between

Since no course evaluation or any ulher
procedure ensurmg transparency exists,

to
SHUTERSTOCK

astudent’s personal memory.

and public is also vastly different.
Large classes are now a common story in
even the most reputed public universities.

No inspection-based data, accreditation
grade, or exam results can conceal the gap
between the pedagogic experiences that the
two kinds of learning venues give to their
respective students. Under prevailing condi-
tions, it is hard to imagine a brilliant Dalit
boy or girl entering the gates of a high-fee-
charging private university. No doubt, some
private universities have provisions for sub-
sidised fees and other systems of support for
the needy. These systems can hardly com-
pensate for the massive burden of disadvan-
tages that students from lower caste and
other underprivileged backgrounds carry
since early childhood and primary school
days. In any case, the entry of a handful of
underprivileged students in the portals of
private universities is no answer to the vast,
negative echoes of a divided education sys-
tem.

Krishna Kumar is a former director of
NCERT and the author of Smaller Citizens.
The views expressed are personal

annexed Crimea in 2014, Moscow pointed to
earlier western precedents. China, too,
increasingly speaks the language of
‘historical rights and strategic neces-

sity rather than universal legal norms.
‘Washington and Tel Aviv's rhetoric

ventions and Addmonn[ Proxocol L surrounding the military campaign
ity of [HL Insiyah on Iran, demanding Tehran's “uncon-

does nnidepend onthe legality of the Vahanvaty dmonal surrender” and regime
contlict; it applies equally to all parties ‘hange, evokes an older era of impe-
once an armed conflict exists. —_— nal politics. Unconditional surrender
The US-Israel war against Iran historically means that the defeated
raises a question that should stand at State must submit completely to the
the centre of any serious discussion: political terms set by the victor. It
Under what legal authority is this war assumes that powerful States can
being fought? decide when another government has
Article 2(4) of the UN Charter pro- ~ become unacceptable and can, there-
hibits the use of force against the terri- Ashish . fore, be compelled (or replaced)
torial integrity or political independ- Bharadwaj  through military pressure. This is
ence of any State. Under Article 51, especially alarming as it signals how
States may resort to force only in two casily the language of modern inter-
when acting in self-defe national law can give way to the older logic of

afteran armed attack or when authorised by the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC).
Neither applies here. There has been no
UNSC authorisation, nor has there been an
armed attack by Iran that triggers the right of

empire.

For decades, the US and its allies have
insisted that the world opera(es undera “rules-
based internati
endlessly in speeches, commumqus, and sum-

f-clefe Instead, rhp trikes have been jusn-
ﬁed through iliar but

mit Itis invoked Rus-

trine of preventive war, aimed at neutralising
Iran's alleged future threats. But once that logic
is accepted, any State can claim that another
‘might someday lhrealen its security. The idea

sia, discipli States, and justify sanc-
tions regimes.

The war on Iran suggests that this aspiration
is fading. By the time the world realises what
hasbeen]nst.nmllbehvmgmasyslemwhem

thatwar i will no longer law no longer restrains war atall.
matter. Perhaps we are already there.

This legal isevidenton land and
sea. In the Indian Ocean, the Iranian frigate  Insivah Vahanvaty is a socio-political commentator
IRIS Dena was torpedoed despite noattack hav- and author of "The Fearless Judge'.

ing occurred to trigger Articie 51's self-defence
provisions. Perhaps it will soon be argued that
the ship was a sanctioned military target carry-

Ashish Bharadwajis ex-Dean at
BITS Pilani and Jindal Global University.
The views expressed are personal
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ESMA invoked as
LPG crisis looms

Disruptions in global energy supplies triggered by
the US-Israel conflict with Iran have exposed India’s
heavy dependence on imported LPG

The Iran war is now spreading far and wide. Its impact on the
geoeconomy is now visible here in India. India imports almost
80 per cent of its gas, most of which passes through the Strait of
Hormuz. With billows of barrels stuck as Iran decides to choke
the oil artery of the world, the Indian kitchen is starting to face
the heat. Though the crisis may not be here yet, one can see it
coming should the war prolong for a month or more. With
reports of LPG supply being restricted, if not completely cut, in
Mumbai and Bengaluru, the fear of uncertainty is gripping
people. Reportedly, even in Delhi the online gas booking lines
are not working, adding to the panic. Meanwhile, the
Government has invoked ESMA, a right move, to ration supply,
and strict action against hoarding is a move in the right
direction. India may not officially be facing a gas shortage as
yet, but the warning signs of a brewing LPG crisis are

ywhere. India’s deep di lence on imported liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) is beginning to expose a critical
vulnerability. The government's decision to invoke the Essential
Services Maintenance Act (ESMA) to ensure uninterrupted
distribution reflects the seriousness of the situation.

For India, the implications of stalled supply are severe. About
50-60 per cent of India’s crude oil imports pass through the
Strait of Hormuz, making it one of the country’s most critical
energy supply routes. The dependence is even higher for
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), with around 80-85 per cent of
India’s LPG imports transiting through this narrow maritime
corridor. India is the world's second-largest LPG importer after
China. Most of India's oil and natural gas supplies come from
Gulf nations such as Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Kuwait.

The most immediate impact is being felt by small businesses
and the hospitality sector. If the disruption conti

porary ! could become idable, adding to
the losses to the economy and distress to workers who might be
laid off. Reports from cities like Bengaluru and Delhi suggest
that the grey market is hooming, and LPG is being sold at much
higher rates than its original price.

Recognising the potential fallout, the government has moved
to prioritise domestic consumers and essential services. The gap
between LPG cylinder bookings for households has been
increased from 21 to 25 days to manage distribution.

Invoking ESMA can only offer temporary relief. The crisis
highlights a deeper structural issue - India's overwhelming
dependence on imported cooking gas and its concentration of
supply routes. Strategic reserves for LPG remain limited, with
analysts estimating that existing stocks may cover only two to
three weeks of demand. It is a wake-up call. Diversifying energy
supply routes, expanding LPG storage infrastructure, and
accelerating the shift to alternative cooking fuels such as piped
natural gas, electric induction, and biofuels must be prioritised.
The push towards renewable energy must also extend to
household and commesrcial cooking. Every crisis offers a lesson:
energy is a pillar of nation-building. Without energy self-
sufficiency, no country can truly claim power and will remain
vulnerable to external pressures.
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SAFEGUARDING ELECTORAL INSTITUTIONS
IS ESSENTIAL FOR DEMOCRATIC STABILITY

Recent discussions about a
possible no-confidence motion
against Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar
reflect growing tensions between
opposition parties and
constitutional institutions.

While scrutiny of electoral
authorities remains a legitimate
and necessary democratic
practice, such actions must be
guided by credible evidence and
a clear respect for institutional
integrity.

citizens who depend on impartial
institutions to ensure fair
elections.

At the same time, concerns
expressed by opposition parties
regarding voter roll revisions and
electoral procedures deserve
transparent clarification.
Questions relating to electoral
processes should not be
dismissed lightly. Instead, they
should be addressed through
open dialogue, detailed
explanations, and appropriate

The Election Commission parliamentary oversight.
occupies a central role in A mature democracy requires
protecting the ibility of both ilit
India’s democratic process. institutional independence.
Repeated political confrontations  Neither should be sacrificed for
surrounding this institution risk short-term political advantage.
undermining public confidence in  Constructive engagement
the electoral system. When between political parties and
doubts are raised in a highly constitutional bodies is therefore
polarised environment, they can essential.
quickly erode trust among VIJAYKUMAR HK | RAICHUR

Please send your letter ta the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

The dangerous gamble in Iran

History shows that external attacks on Iran often strengthen national resolve rather than weaken it. Instead of bringing
stability, this move risks triggering retaliation, regional turmoil, and deeper global uncertainty

NILANTHA

i ILANGAMUWA
The world is hurtling toward a geopolitical
abyss, and Iran has become the latest arena of
areckless and deeply misguided experiment in
decapitation and coercion. War was not a sur-
prise; it was foreseen. The assassination of
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei by the
combined machinations of U.S. and Israeli forces
is being hailed in some quarters as a surgical strike
against tyranny. In reality, itis the latest episode
in a playbook as old as the Iran-Irag War itself,
yetdressed in 21st-century technologies and exec-
utive hubris. Trump's decapitation project is
neither novel nor subtle; it continues a century
of covert interventions, from the CIA's orchestra-
tion of the 1953 coup against Mossadegh to the
entanglements of Iran-Contra, from arming mili-
tias to pitting Kurds against fellow Iranians, and
now to globalised narratives of chaos framed as

when existentially threatened. Arming Kurdish
groups and other militias, a strategy pursued
clandestinely by the CIA and other agencies since

“strategic advantage”. IRAN HAS the 1980s, may once again set co-ethnics and
To understand the current conflagration, one BEEN A TH;Q’II?ISE compatriots against one another, yetit s unlike-
must remember that Iran has endured far worse. FOR ly to deliver the control envisioned by external
During the eight years of the so-called Holy manipulators. Uncle Sam may cheer from a dis-
Defence agaigsr Irre:q, mi]llions r;lmurﬁd into rghe INFILTRATION tance.c?ut tl[;nle realityhon thle glt')ound is far n(;ol;e
streets, armed with resolve rather than sophis- AND unpredictable. Iran has also been accused by
tication, singing patriotic anthems and marching INFORMATION  &ternalactors of arming and facilitating groups
for survival against a far better-equipped adver- such as Hamas in Palestine,
sary. Today, those streets are alive again, but with ‘WARFARE, Hezbollah in Lebanon, and the
a new overlay of fear, uncertainty, and interna- RANGING FROM  Houthis in Yemen, suggesting
tional interference. Whether one acceptsit or not, THE PLACEMENT that the stage of proxy conflict
the global order is no longer an order; it is disor- OF INFORMANTS extends far beyond its borders.
der veiled as governance. The assassination of 87-year-old
The assault on Iran, as detailed by multiple WITHIN Khamenei reflects overconfidence in technolog-
analyses, has followed a predictable arc of over- GOVERNING ical and military superiority, yet the attack has
|'ea§h ?dnd m(;sigal;ulat(i‘on Tfmmp and Neta(lj\:_/ahl.ll, BODIES TO THE {)argdoxically ieﬁes h‘ijmrasdaz berlﬁaguered
emboldened by decades of proxy wars and intel- MMAN! eader remembered for defending his nation
ligence manipulations, assumed that eliminating co G OF C%%%RIN rather than being overthrown by protests. By tar-
Iran’s leadership would create political pliabili- NETWO! AND geting him, the US. has ironically recreated
ty. They underestimated the robustness of the RKS echoes 0f1979. Israel and the United States have
Islamic Republic’s institutional architecture: a COMMUNICATION  reportedly dropped more than 5,000 bombs in

system of overlapping authorities, including the
Supreme Leader’s office, the Revolutionary
Guards,and parallel clerical networks, all designed
precisely to withstand decapitation and disori-
entation. The very mechanisms the U.S. claims to
exploit-the ethnic diversity, border minorities, and
internal fissures-are now being leveraged by
Tehran to consolidate loyalty rather than fracture
the state.

The shadow of the Iran-Iraq War looms over
this conflict. That war, long remembered as a futile
slog of attrition, demonstrated that foreign
interference-whether through Saddam Hussein’s
aggression, U.S. intelligence, or covert arming-can
stiffen, rather than weaken, national resolve.
Today, the ghosts of that war are alive in the
streets, in the militias, and in the minds of mili-
tary planners who know that Iranians fight best

T witer s a columnist
based in Colombo
© dailypioneer
€ eilangamuwat

@ nilanthailangamuwa

INFRASTRUCTURE the opening stages of the conflict, striking mil-

itary and civilian infrastructure and causing casu-
alties ranging from the verified to the conjectur-
al.

Iran has long been a stage for infiltration and
information warfare, from informants within gov-
erning bodies to the manipulation of CCTV net-
works and communication infrastructure. The
decapitation strategy ignores a core lesson of
asymmetric warfare: removing individuals does
not dismantle systems, particularly when they
are deeply institutionalised.

Iranian expatriates, numbering in the millions,
have been invoked by Western and Israeli
actors as proxies of legitimacy or opposition. Reza
Pahlavi, the exiled son of the last Shah, has
emerged as a symbolic figurehead in opposition
narratives abroad. Yet his support remains
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1, reflecting ion more than
a coherent political vision, while many in the dias-
pora remain sceptical of foreign manipulation.

Meanwhile, European powers have been mar-

ginalised in the U.S-Israeli partnership, caught
between realpolitik, economic ties, and domes-
tic inertia. France, Germany, and the U.K. have
issued statements of defensive readiness, even
as European assets have reportedly been tar-
geted by Iranian drones. BRICS, where Iran holds
membership, has remained conspicuously
silent, highlighting the limited influence of tra-
ditional alliances in a conflict shaped by tech-
nological overmatch and asymmetric capabil-
ity.
Iran’s geostrategic leverage remains its
strongest deterrent. The Strait of Hormuz,
through which about 20 per cent of global oil
exports pass, has been partially closed, demon-
strating the power of geography against exter-
nal pressure. Disruptions here ripple across
markets, supply chains, and the credibility of
American global hegemony.

At the same time, Iran faces serious political
and economic pressures. Poverty, unemploy-
ment, and factionalism persist under sanctions.
Yetexternal pressure can strengthen cohesion
rather than weaken it. Tehran now faces a crucial
task: consolidating competing factions and
reshaping governance structures while pursu-
ing strategic negotiations not as capitulation,
but as a means of survival and long-term
agency in global affairs.

Israel reportedly maintains approximately
ninety undeclared nuclear war-
heads, yet there is no intemation-
al scrutiny comparable to that
faced by Iran. Tehran’s nuclear

[SEEY XM capability, limited and largely

defensive, is cast as a threat in the
narrative constructed by external powers,
while Israel's strategic opacity remains unchal-
lenged. Thisimbalance exemplifies the double
standards underpinning contemporary interven-
tionist logic: power exercised by the strong is
legitimacy, whereas defensive capacity exercised
by the weak is aggression.

The war on Iran is a manifestation ofa broader
pathology ofintervention: a reliance on decap-
itation, manipulation, and coercion, divorced
from the realities of institutional resilience, asym-
metric capability, and popular mobilisation. If
Tehran is the next Gaza, itis not because of weak-
ness; it is because the architects of chaos have
underestimated the very forces they sought to
control.

History, strategy, and geography converge to
create a paradox: the attempt to dismantle Iran
may yet consolidate it, transforming a target-
ed campaign of decapitation into a narrative of
survival, resilience, and renewed strategic
agency. The question is not whether Tehran will
fall-it is whether the architects of chaos are pre-
pared to confront the consequences of their own
hubris. Is this what we have gained in the name
of the guardians of democracy?

Connected to screens, disconnected at Home

SAKSHI

2ND OPINION

In the silence of the modern home, family time has slowly
been replaced by screen time. Families return to the same
room, but not always to each other. Instead of conver-
sation, the space is filled with the blue light of scrolling
parents and gaming children. A parent checks emails or
social media while a child watches videos or plays games
on a tablet. Physically, they are together, yet emotion-
ally they may be miles apart.

The technological age has transformed nearly every
aspect of modern life, including family relationships.
Technology has undoubtedly made communication
faster, information more accessible and learning more
dynamic. At the same time, it has quietly entered the
heart of the home, introducing subtle challenges to the
bond between parents and children. The real question

today is not whether technology is good or bad, but how
itshapes the quality of relationships within families.
Traditionally, parent-child relationships were built
through shared experiences-family meals, storytelling,
evening walks or simple conversations about the day.
These moments helped children feel heard, valued and
emotionally secure. Today, many children are growing
up in a world where digital interaction often replaces
real-world human connection. A child may
spend hours communicating with friends
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online but hesitate to open up to parents @b 3

sitting just a few feet away. A Jlon“l’
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[SEEXYY A cquallyimportant is the example parents

One of the most important differences
in the digital age is the gap between being
available and being present. Parents today can easily
track, text and call their children through various appli-
cations, ensuring their safety. Yet connection requires
something deeper-undivided attention, empathy and
genuine listening. Children do not simply need super-
vision; they need emotional connection. Even a few
minutes of distraction-free conversation can mean
more to a child than hours spent together while both
remain absorbed in separate screens.

Another challenge is the widening generational gap
in technology use. Children today are digital natives who
navigate online platforms with remarkable ease, while
many parents struggle to keep pace with rapid techno-

logical change. This gap can create misunderstandings.
Parents worry about online safety, while children may
feel their digital world is misunderstood. Instead of treat-
ing technology as a barrier, families can transform it into
a bridge. Showing interest in a child's digital interests-
whether games, videos or online communities-can create
opportunities for communication and trust.

At the same time, healthy boundaries remain essen-
tial. Simple practices such as device-free
dinners, technology-free time before
bedtime and shared family activities
without screens can restore balance.

set themselves. Children imitate behaviour
more than advice. When parents put their phones aside
and focus on family interaction, they send a powerful
message about priorities. The strength of parent-child
relationships has never depended on the era in which
families live. The core needs of children remain
unchanged: love, attention, understanding and guidance.
In a world filled with constant digital distractions, the
most meaningful gift a parent can offer a child is genuine
presence. In the end, the true measure of parenting is
not how connected we are to our devices, but how deeply
we remain connected to our children.

(C “The witer s an educator )

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Samson leads India’s charge

Sanju Samson's extraordinary performances in the
final stages of the 2026 T20 World Cup deserve special
recognition. It would hardly be an exaggeration to
describe India’s memorable victory as the “Samson
Cup”, considering the decisive role he played in three
crucial matches under intense pressure.

In the semi-final against England, Samson produced
a magnificent innings of 89, blending elegance with
controlled aggression. His knock laid the foundation
for a competitive total and helped India secure a place
in the final. In the championship match against New
Zealand, he once again delivered with another
impressive 89. On the biggest stage of the tournament,
samson demonstrated remarkable composure,
anchoring the innings while maintaining a heaithy
scoring rate. Earlier in the competition, Samson had
already shown his match-winning ability against the
West Indies with a superb unbeaten 97 that guided
India to victory. These three outstanding innings in
high-pressure situations clearly highlight his ability
to deliver when the team needs him most.

Beyond the runs themselves, Samson's calm tem-
perament, fearless stroke play and sharp understand-
ing of the game energised the entire side.

AP THIRUVADI | CHENNAI

Rising oil prices is a cause of concern

The report titled “Crude price rise not to have major
impact on inflation” quoting the Finance Minister
deserves closer scrutiny. The assertion that the recent
surge in global crude oil prices may not significantly
influence inflation appears somewhat complacent and
perhaps overly optimistic.

Crude oil is a fundamental input across several
sectors of the economy, including transportation, fer-
tilisers, manufacturing and power generation. Any sus-
tained increase in crude prices inevitably raises
logistics and production costs. These higher costs even-
tually pass through the supply chain and affect the
prices of essential goods and services. Even if inflation
currently remains within the Reserve Bank of India’s
tolerance band, it would be imprudent to assume that
the economy can easily withstand prolonged energy
price shocks. Geopolitical tensions in West Asia have
historically created volatility in global oil markets, often
triggering persistent price spikes. The government
must therefore adopt a proactive approach. Expanding
strategic petroleum reserves, rationalising fuel taxes
during price spikes, improving efficiency in transport
and industry, and accelerating the transition to
renewable energy would help mitigate future shocks.

KV CHANDRA MOULI | MYSORE

War threatens global stability

Crude il prices have surged above one hundred
dollars per barrel as tensions escalate following the
United States and Israel’s military campaign against
Iran. The conflict has already begun to affect global
energy markets and could further deepen the
ongoing economic uncertainty.

Iran's retaliatory strikes across parts of the Gulf
region have raised serious concerns about the sta-
bility of energy supplies from West Asia. If the con-
flict intensifies, the production and transportation of
oil and gas from the region may face severe disrup-
tion. The Strait of Hormuz remains a critical choke-
point for global energy trade. A significant portion of
the world’s oil and gas shipments passes through this
narrow route. Any prolonged closure or disruption
would immediately affect international supply chains
and push prices even higher. If hostilities continue,
the consequences will extend far beyond the region.
Rising energy prices would increase the cost of fuel,
fertilisers and transportation worldwide, placing addi-
tional strain on already fragile economies.

Without meaningful dialogue and restraint, the
conflict risks triggering wider economic disruptions
affecting nations across the world.

ABHIJIT ROY | JAMSHEDPUR
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West Asia: India’s strategic clarity amid selective outrage

In this intense conflict, there are no saints. Should India back Iran or the US-Israel alliance? The answer is neither. India must prioritise its own national

BALBIR
PUNJ

In politics, memory is often the first casual-
ty ofexpediency. The present uproar in India
over the government's response to the con-
vulsions in West Asia offers yetanother illus-
tration of this familiar phenomenon.

The Congress party has suddenly rediscov-
ered the language of moral indignation. Its
leaders now accuse the present government
of“silence”, of “abdication”, and of abandon-
ing India’s civilisational ethos in responding
to the death of Iran's Supreme Leader.

Is this judgement driven by concern for
high moral values, or by the opposition’s
selective memory, amnesia and political
pressures? West Asia today stands on the
edge of a dangerous precipice. Over the past
two weeks, the United States and Israel have
launched relentless aerial strikes on Iran.

Tehran, in retaliation, has launched missile
and drone attacks across the region-target-
ing Israel while also striking American mil-
itary installations and strategic assets across
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Jordan, Syria and Iraq.

The economic ramifications are equally
severe. Nearly twenty per cent of the world's
daily oil consumption passes through the
narrow maritime corridor known as the Strait
of Hormuz. Iran’s decision to close this strate-
gic waterway has effectively paralysed
global oil shipments.

In this volatile theatre, one fact stands
beyond dispute: none of the actors involved
can claim the mantle of moral innocence. The
Iranian regime itself has long been associ-
ated with repression at home and destabil-
isation abroad.

The Islamic Republic that emerged after
the 1979 revolution institutionalised a doc-
trine of ideological expansion. Through the
Revolutionary Guard's Quds Force, Tehran
nurtured and financed a network of militant
proxies such as Hezbollah in Lebanon and
Hamas across the region. This strategy
enabled Iran to project power across West
Asia while retaining plausible deniability.

Nor does Washington's record inspire
moral confidence. The United States has
often behaved as a self-appointed global
arbiter whose commitment to principle

interests, and the Modi government appears determined to do precisely that

IS THIS
JUDGEMENT
DRIVEN BY
CONCERN FOR
HIGH MORAL
VALUES, OR BY THE
OPPOSITION’S
SELECTIVE
MEMORY, AMNESIA
AND POLITICAL
PRESSURES? WEST
ASIA TODAY
STANDS ON THE
EDGE OF A
DANGEROUS
PRECIPICE
‘The writer is an eminent
columnist, former Chairman
of the Indian Institute of
Mass Communication
(IIMC), and the author of
“Tryst with Ayodhya:
Decolonisation of India’
and ‘Narrative ka Mayajaal'
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fluctuates with strategic ¢ e.

From the devastation of the Vietnam
War to its equivocal conduct during the
Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971, from the
invasion of Iraq to the two-decade military
experiment in Afghanistan, American
policy has frequently subordinated moral
consistency to geopolitical calculation.

In the 19805, Washington famously nur-
tured militant jihadist networks as instru-
ments against the Soviet Union in
Afghanistan. Decades later, the same net-
works evolved into the violent forces that
haunt the world today.

Even today, this pattern persists. If
President Donald Trump, transactional in
nature, genuinely believed in liberating the
Iranian people from the excesses of their
theocratic rulers, one might reasonably ask
why his administration continues to
embrace Pakistan's military establish-
ment with such warmth.

Against this turbulent international
backdrop, political debate in India has
acquired an oddly theatrical tone. Sonia
Gandhi has criticised the government for
failing to condemn the assassination of
Iran’'s Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali

Writing in a newspaper column, Sonia
argued that the Modi government's
response represented not neutrality but
abdication. According to her, India's silence

dialogue rather than

signalled tacit endorsement of a grave
rupture in international relations.

Such claims, while rhetorically
dramatic, collapse under the weight of
facts. India did not remain silent. India's
External Affairs Minister held discussions
with his Iranian counterpart to maintain
diplomatic communication ata moment
of extraordinary tension. These actions
reflect a deliberate attempt to preserve

the 1980s.

itage. The same moral urgency is rarely
heard when Hindus in neighbouring
Bangladesh face persecution and vio-
lence at the hands of radical groups or
when, closer to home, in Kashmir during

The irony deepens when one recalls the
record of the very Iranian leader whose
death has inspired such passionate com-
mentary. Ayatollah Khamenel was hardly

ic observer of

FIRST
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understood statesman appear curiously
oblivious to this history.

The Congress party's moral posture
becomes even more puzzling when one
examines its own record on Iran. During
the years of the United Progressive Alliance
government, India voted against Tehran
three times at the International Atomic
Energy Agency-in 2005, 2006 and 2009-
over concerns regarding Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme.

These votes, widely interpreted as align-
ing with American preferences during
negotiations over the Indo-US civil nuclear
agreement, triggered intense criticism
within India. Nor was this the only instance.

Under sanctions pressure from the
United States and Europe, India gradual-
ly reduced its imports of Iranian oil during
that period. A proposed gas pipeline
linking Iran, Pakistan and India lost
momentum amid geopolitical complica-
tions. These decisions may well have
been dictated by strategic necessity, but
they make today’s accusations of diplomat-
ic timidity ring somewhat hollow.

The deeper transformation, however,
lies in the evolution of India’s foreign policy
over the past decade. Modi’s own diplo-
matic initiatives symbolise this shift. His his-
toric visit to Israel in July 2017 marked the
first time an Indian prime minister set foot
in the Jewish state. The visit ended decades
of hesitation rooted in domestic political
sensitivities.

Nearly nine years later, in February
2026, he returned again, reaffirming India’s
growing partnership with Israel in technol-
ogy, defence and innovation. These

1ents did not alienate the Arab

inflame

At the same time, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
engaged extensively with
leaders across the region-

of civilian lives.

isational ethos of

from the United Arab Emirates and
Saudi Arabia to Jordan and Bahrain. His
conversations emphasised the need for
restraint, de-escalation and the protection

For India, whose nearly ten million cit-
izens live and work across the Gulf, such
caution is not timidity; it is responsibility.

Yet the most striking element of the
present controversy lies not in what the
Congress says but in what it chooses to
forget. Sonia Gandhi invokes India’s civil-
‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam'-the belief that the world is
one family. The phrase is indeed a pro-
found element of india’s philosophical her-
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agated by Pakistan.

Islamic world.

[ndla s internal affairs.

On multiple occasions,
the Ayatollah publicly crit-
icised India on issues
ranging from Kashmir to
the Citizenship Amendment Act. In 2017, he
urged the Muslim world to support what
he described as the “oppressed Muslims
of Kashmir”, echoing narratives long prop-

After the abrogation of Article 370 in 2019,
the Ayatollah again called upon India to
adopt what he termed a “just policy”.
During the riots in Delhi in 2020, he
accused India of persecuting Muslims
and warned of isolation from the

Such statements did not reflect friend-
ly engagement; they were overt attempts
to influence India’s internal discourse. Yet
those who now mourn Khamenei as a mis-

world; instead, India simultaneously
strengthened its ties with Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and other Gulf states.

The message was clear: India would
pursue its interests with clarity rather than
ideological anxiety.

This confidence was articulated succinct-
ly by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
atthe Raisina Dialogue in 2022. “We have
to be confident about who we are,” he
observed. “Itis better to engage the world
on the basis of who we are rather than try
and please the world as a pale imitation
ofwhat they are.”

In this intense conflict, there are no
saints to be found. So, which side should
India back — Iran or the US-Israel alliance?
The answer is clear: neither. India must put
its own interests first, and the Modi gov-
ernment is already leading the charge in
doing just that.

The untold environmental cost of clothing Al is setting the bar for skKill:
Can humans keep up?

We have a curious relationship with our
clothes. We buy them with optimism. We wear
them with personality. We fold them with
varying degrees of discipline. And eventually,
we part with them, sometimes tenderly,
sometimes ruthlessly. But here is the
uncomfortable truth: the life of a garment does
not begin when it enters our wardrobe, and it
certainly does not end when it leaves it.

For most of us, clothes exist in a neat little
bubble between “I like this" and “I'm done with
this." Everything before and after feels distant,
almost abstract. Yet the hidden life of garments
is where the real environmental story unfolds.

And it is far more complex than we imagine.

Before It reaches you
Long before a shirt hangs in a store, it has
travelled an extraordinary journey. Fibres are
grown or manufactured. Yarns are spun.
Fabrics are woven or knitted. They are dyed,
finished, cut, stitched, assembled, packed, and
transported, often across multiple countries.
Having spent many years working within
global garment supply chains, particularly in
trims and cc | have

© Synthetic thread

When such a garment reaches the end of its
life, separating these materials is not simple.
Recycling systems struggle with complexity.
Many facilities are not equipped to dismantle
garments component by component.

So where do they go?

Often, landfills.

Orincineration.

Or, in some cases, they are shipped to other
countries under the hopeful label of “second-
hand clothing”, where only a fraction may
actually be resold.

The rest still becomes waste, just elsewhere.

The donation myth
We have all felt virtuous placing unwanted
clothes into donation bags. It feels responsible.
It feels generous.

Sometimes, it genuinely is.
But the reality is more nuanced.

seen first-hand how intricate this
ecosystem truly is. A single
garment can involve dozens of
suppliers, each contributing a
small but essential piece.

Here is where it becomes interesting. When
we think of sustainability, we usually think of
fabric-organic cotton, recycled polyester, linen.
Rarely do we think of the zipper, the elastic, the
thread, the label, the humble button.

Yet these small components often determine
whethera garment can be recycled, how long it
lasts, and how much environmental impact it
ultimately carries.

A beautifully sustainable fabric combined
with poorly considered trims is a little like
eating a healthy salad topped with deep-fried
croutons. The intention is good. The
execution... slightly compromised.

The complication of mixed materials
Modern garments are marvels of engineering
and also sustainability puzzles.
Asingle jacket might contain:
@ Polyester lining
@ Cotton/woollen outer fabric
® Plastic/metal buttons
® Metal zippers
® Elasticated cuffs

oneer

Charitable organisations can
only resell garments that are in
good condition and suitable for
demand. The sheer volume of
discarded clothing globally far exceeds resale
or reuse capacity. In other words, donating is
helpful, but it is not a magic eraser for
overconsumption. This is not a call for guilt. It is
a call for awareness. Because awareness
changes behaviour far more effectively than
shame ever could.

Durability: The quiet hero
One of the most powerful sustainability
ies is surprisingly ous: making
clothes that last. Quality components matter
enormously here. A strong zipper. A resilient
button. Elastic that retains its shape. Stitching
that withstands wear, washing, and the
torturous ironing, over and over again.

In my professional experience working with
garment trims, | have seen how seemingly
minor cost decisions can dramatically affect
durability. A slightly cheaper cc may

the idea that sustainability lives in the details.

The hidden parts.

The things no one notices-until they fail.

After We Let Go. When we finally decide we
are “done” with a garment, we rarely consider
what happens next. Globally, millions of
tonnes of textiles are discarded every year.
Recycling infrastructure is improving, but it is
not yet universal, nor simple. Clothing made
from single materials is easier to process.
Mixed-material garments are more
complicated. Trims can interfere with
recycling streams. Dyes and finishes add
another layer of challenge.

In other words, the afterlife of our clothes
depends heavily on decisions made long before
we ever see them.

Design decisions.

Material choices.

Component selections.

This is where responsible manufacturing
plays a critical role. And rhls is where

-even e the
system through what they choose to support.
So what can we do?

The solution is not to panic and wear the same
sweater forever (although if you love it, why
not?).
Instead, perhaps we can:
© Buy fewer, better-made garments
@ Pay attention to construction, not just price
@ Repair when possible
® Support brands that are transparent
@ Ask questions about materials and durability
@ Encourage brands to consciously display if the
garment has been flown by air from the man-
ufacturing hub-a silent but huge disruption to
the environment just to catch fashion on time
Mindfulness does not belong only on the
yoga mat. It belongs in our wardrobes too.
When we become more aware of the hidden
life of our clothes, we shift from passive
consumption to conscious participation.
And that shift matters.

The Bigger Picture
Sustainability in fashion is not about perfection.
It is about progress. It is about understanding
that the shirt on our back is connected to
farmers, factory workers, designers, transport
networks, and waste systems. It is about
recognising that small components influence
big outcomes. And it is about realising that
every garment carries a story far longer than its
time in our wardrobe. The hidden life of our
clothes may not be visible, but itis real.

And once we see it, we cannot entirely unsee
it. Perhaps that is the beginning of change.

save pennies in production, but cost years in
reduced garment life.

When a zipper fails or a button snaps, the
garment is often discarded long before its
fabric has truly worn out. And so we return to

@ daiypioneer
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Artificial intelligence has crossed a decisive
threshold. What once assisted human effort is
now beginning to coordinate, plan, and manage
complex tasks independently. Tools such as
Claude Cowork are already being used in ways
that resemble human decision-making workflows
rather than simple automation.

This shift signals more than a technological
upgrade. It represents a structural change in how
organisations define productivity, skill, and
value. The growing influence of Al is not driven
by technological curiosity alone; it is increasing-
ly shaped by economic incentives. When
Microsoft announced that it had saved around
$500 rmlhon after adopting Al W|dely across its

it i how or; ionsare

beginning to redefine efficiency and productiv-
ity. Alis no longer viewed as an experimental add-
on. It is becoming central to how work is
designed and delivered.

Academic research reinforces the scale of this
transformation. In their study, “The Latent Role
mIT

of Open Models in the Al Economy,”
researchers Frank Nagle and Daniel
Yue estimate that organisations
could save up to $25 billion by tran-
sitioning to Al-based models. Such
potential gains are influencing
investment strategies, operational structures, and
workforce planning across industries.

The broader implications of this shift were
evident at the recent India Al Impact Summit 2026,
held in New Delhi. The summit, inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, brought together
leaders from government, industry, and academia
to discuss the responsible and inclusive deploy-
ment of Al technologies. As the first global Al
summit hosted in the Global South, the event high-
lighted a key concern: preparing economies and
workers for an Al-augmented future.

The discussions reflected a broader reality. Al
adoption is no longer a distant possibility — it is
becoming an immediate competitive require-

six million professionals, making it one of the
largest concentrations of digital talent in the
world. As Al transforms how software is devel-
oped, tested, and maintained, the central ques-
tion is shifting. The issue is no longer simply about
the number of jobs available, but about the nature
of human contribution in an economy where
intelligent systems increasingly handle execution.
This does not mean that human workers are
becoming obsolete. Instead, the definition of skill
itselfis evolving. Al systems excel at pattern recog-
nition, speed, and large-scale execution. Human
capability, on the other hand, will increasingly lie
in defining the problems machines should solve,
exercising judgement in complex contexts, and
ensuring that technological outcomes align
with social and ethical priorities.

One of the most profound aspects of the Al
transition is the reversal of an old assumption.

In earlier technological revolutions, machines
had to prove their usefulness to human workers.
Today, the opposite is beginning to happen.
Workers increasingly need to demonstrate
how their contributions add value alongside
machines that already perform core tasks effi-
ciently and at scale.

This shift is redefining how organisations
evaluate talent, productivity, and expertise.

India has historically shown an ability to
adapt to global technological change. The discus-
sions at the India Al Impact Summit suggest that
policymakers and industry leaders are aware of
the importance of inclusion, governance, and
workforce readiness in the Al transition.

However, adaptation cannot
rely on rhetoric alone.

Sustaining relevance in the Al
erawill require deliberate invest-
ment in education, continuous
upsklllmg, and deeperformsofhuman machine

n. i and gov-
ernments will need to rethmk how skills are
taught, updated, and applied throughout profes-
sional careers.

IFAlLis becoming the benchmark for efficien-
cy and innovation, then human capability must
be redefined in terms that machines cannot easily
replicate. Adaptability, contextual judgement, cre-
ativity, ethical reasoning, and leadership will
become central to how human talent is valued.

In aworld where machines increasingly func-
tion as capable co-workers, human skill will not
be measured simply by effort or technical exe-
cunon Itwill be measured by the ability to guide,

woneer

ment. Industries that historically d ded on
scale and labour intensity are already witness-
ing structural changes. The IT sector, forexample,
has long relied on billable hours, hierarchical
expertise, and large project teams. Al is beginning
to compress these structures by automating
repetitive cognitive work and flattening tradition-
al experience hierarchies.

For India, the implications are particularly sig-
nificant. The country's IT sector employs nearly

, and cc systems.
The future of work will therefore depend not
on competing with Al, but on learning how to
work alongside it.

The writer is an Assistant
Professor at the School of
Business Management, Narsee
Monjee Institute of Management
Studies, Mumbai
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Maximize inflows of FDI
but run a security check

Easing investment from border-sharing countries could revive Chinese interest and serve

India’s export ambitions but let's keep electronic components under watch for hidden risks

tiswelcome that India is liberalizing

inward investment from countries that

share aland border with India. Investments

up to 10% of'a company’s paid-up capital

that involve no board-seat control will be

allowed under the automatic route. Invest-
ment proposals that need government approval
would also be fast-tracked for nods within 60
daysin specified sectors, including the manu-
facture of capital goods, capital goods for elec-
tronics, electronic components, polysilicon and
the conversion of polysilicon into ingots and
their slicing into wafers. A precondition is that
the investee company should be majority
owned and controlled by Indians or Indian
entities. The move eases curbs imposed back in
2020 and signals a lower guard against the role
played by Chinese capital in India’s economy.
In general, a policy tweak that aims to maxir
foreign inflows is good for GDP growth and job
creation. For us to join global value chains, the
colour of money should matter less than what it
cando for us. However, in today’s times, invest-
ment, technology and national security are
interlinked. Many countries, the US included,
nolonger allow Chinese gear in their core tele-
com networks even though it is both effective
and economical. Such caution must apply to
some electronic components as well.

Every such component is not amenable to
remote control by its maker and exposed to the
risk of being turned against our interests. Those
that are should be kept strictly indigenous in
design and production; drone control units are
an example. Complex electronic equipment is
assembled from simpler parts that are not vul-
nerable to foreign misuse or sabotage. We
should not hesitate to invite equity partners
from abroad to produce such components at

scale in India. But when it comes to sub-assem-
blies and assemblies, the picture changes. Only
afirm grasp of their technological intricacy and
openness to being disabled or hijacked should
determine whether making them locally with
foreign capital or tech participation would
compromise national security or not. It is vital
to develop thisnous and bring it to bear on
investment decisions in sensitive fields.

Although India has forged closer ties with
many countries, only Russia has been willing
toshare critical technologies with us without
holding anything back—as with cryogenic
rocket engine blueprints. However, the past is
no guarantee of future performance. We should
strive for integration with supply chains that
involve electronics and an easier inward path
for foreign direct investment (FDI) can aid that
effort. Indeed, it is vital for export success. How-
ever, for domestic deployment, particularly in
vital sectors that have a bearing on national
security—such as our power grid, telecom net-
works and defence equipment—we should bar
automatic procurement from such export-
oriented value chains. We must invest heavily
inR&D, even ‘reinvent the wheel' if necessary,
to master crucial production processes and
technologies, even if these are available
cheaper from abroad. We need a programme
set up to identify key areas of national security
concern, equipment deployed in them, their
components and their potential vulnerability,
even as we liberalize FDI rules for an export
thrust. Technology licensing must be counted
asa form of absolute control, more binding than
majority ownership, when it comes to the secu-
rity vetting of investment proposals. Subject to
such safeguards, we should let as much FDIin
as possible. We have been running short.
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Wars and their market impact:
What the historical record says

The history of conflicts would suggest that shaken stock markets don't take long to regain normalcy

is founder of First Global and author of

‘Money, Myths and Mantras: The Ultimate

Investment Guide'. Her X handleis
@devinamehra

heseare sombre times for the

world. The big conflict in West
Asiais givingeveryone thejitters.

Forreaders of a business paper, the

‘main questions would be related toiits
impact on markets. Before coming to
that, here's a bit of a background with
the caveat that I am not a geopolitics
expert. Nevertheless, what I have done

islook at history, facts and data.

youstrike Iran, there will beadverse
consequences. Itis nota country
can overpower very e:

arsenal. It has milita

n

ties than the US alliance does. More-

over, Iran's geography—with moun-

tainsand salt deserts—is such that

ground warfare is nearly

Thisis not the place togo into the

details of why regime change is almost

impossible with current tactics.
Ontheother hand, Iran hasbeen

strategic in its chess game by striking
economically. The cost of neutralizing
aninexpensive droneis orders of mag-

nitude higher. But it has also been
working to increase the ri:

costof the war prohibitive. It did not

need to close the Strait of Hormuz, just

had pointed out in January inan
interview, Iran isnot a small country. It
is more than half the area of India. And if

vou

orces. And prob-
ably more of a stomach to take casual-

mpossible.
L. for one, never understood what the
end game of the US-Israeli strikes was.

perception
ofthe region and make the economic

make ship passage uninsurable. Plus,
Iran has managed to shake the ‘safe
haven’ image of US allies in the region.
Possibly, its game is to get the Gulf
countries to pressure the US to stop the
conflict. Those appear to be Tehran's
objectives, and to an extent, I would say
that they have succeeded.

Coming to financial markets, we did
thisstudy just before the Russia-Ukraine
warstarted in 2022, We went back over
50 years and looked at every single
ical event: the two Gulf
Wars, Afghanistan, 9/11, the US hombing
Lib nd what we found was that
inevery case, there was turmoil in stock
marketsjust before and after the inci-
dent, but in sixmonths to one year, mar-
kets had forgotten about the disruption.
‘edid not have enough data points
for astatistical study, but the exercise did
not need to be statistical because the
same thing happened each time. I could
not find an exception to the rule. At
times, there was some residual impact on
commodities, but not onstock mark(-( 5.
The only markets impacted a
were those hit directly by the conflict,

On theother hand, conflicts them-
selves don't get resolved that easily.
Even when Lhedd\v werecl
pletely hthe US
versus Vietnam or versus Afghanistan,
the bigger guy could not win evenafier
seven yearsand 20 y 3

Ifyou focus narrowly on markets,
wars have historically not impacted
them beyond alittle at the start. That's
also what we saw with Russia-Ukrai
even though the war continues four
years later. Six months after the start
of that war, [ remember headlines in
Indian newspapers that the market had
forgotten about it.

While we had done the exercise going
backalittle over five decades, arecent
piece in Financial Times entitled, On
ignoring geopolitics, buying bubbles
and hoarding gold' went back overa
century and included the two World
Wars which killed tens of millions of
people, only to come to the same con-
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clusion: that itis not worthwhile selling
out due to geopolitical upheavals.

The big dislocations in markets have
not heen due to geopoliti reme
crashes were due to otherreasons, from
the 1929 Great Depression to the 2000
tech crash to the 2008 financial crisis.

Asfarasoil is concerned, let me tell
you what we did on oil a few weeks ago.
Itwas nota call that this conflict would
break out. However, looking at the tra-
jectory of oil pricesat the time, it
appeared to us that the risk-reward
equation was in our favour in terms of il
goingup. Around the beginning of Feb-
ruary, we further underweighted US
equities and increased the commodity
exposure of our Global multi-asset fund.

Nevertheless, we know that every
time there is a conflict in the Gulf, oil
prices go up. But remember that no one
wants the flow of oil to stop. Whether
sanold ruler,anewruler oran
invader, everyone wants the crude oil
trade to continue. Thatis the region’s
cash cow. Whetherit is Saddam Hus-
sein or the ISIS, nobody disrupts oil
flows bevond a point. We can all guess
that the US would not be too interested
in Iran (or Venezuela) if the latter was
notamajor oil producer. Inother
word: ryoneis there forthe oil.

Thistime, there has beenalittle more
of asupply squeeze on oil, although the
US has reportedly shown displeasure
over Israel's targeting of Iran’s oil facili-
ties, which suggests that America does
not want such damage inflicted.

Leavingaside the hunumtamn ques-
tions that every war raises, as faras the
stock markets are conce emed going by
history, I do not expect any significant
lasting impact of the latest flare-up.

Crude was anyway expected torise
abitand you might see some news-
driven gyrations there, but eventually it
will settle down toa more norma
albeit perhaps an upward—trajectory.
Also remember, we did live with $100-
plusoilaround 15 years ago, that too in
the middle ofa global recession. So even
thatisnot the end of the world.
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Allowing limited Chinese
participation in India’s
manufacturing ecosystem
could make it easier for
[multinational] companies

to shift final assembly to
India while maintaining
access to Chinese inputs.

_
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Can any good come of this appalling war in West Asia?

RAHUL JACOB

isa former Financial Times
foreign correspondent.

fproof were needed that even after dec-

ades of globalization, the world isn’t flat,

Iran’s chokehold over the Strait of Hor-
muzis providing plenty. The opposing view
might be summarized in four words, “The
Revenge of Geography, the title of geopoli-
ticalanalyst Robert Kaplan's prescient book
more than a decade ago. “Terrain deter-
minesthe pace and method of fighting... the
flat deserts of Kuwait and Iraq in the Gulf
War of 1991 magnified the effect of air power,

the warand force the USand Israel to relent.

Assuming some sort of strategic plan pre-
cedes war i Y
populists, the US-Israeli assumption appears
tohavebeen that with the senior Iran leader-
ship killed, an acquiescent new leader in
Tehran would capitulate, as in Venezuela.
Therecent elemun of: A\dlnuahhlmnwnﬂ s

son hard

faction isstill in charge. Now a war of attrition
begins as the US and Israel seek to destroy
Iranianinfrastructure and Tehran responds
by using drones and the proximity of geogra-
phy to continue attacks on other oil and gas
producers to make the global economy suffer
collateral damage. US and Israeli casualties
have el beenafraction of those incurred by Iran.
Tt

even Iding vast and heavily
stretches of Iraq in the Second Gulf War
showed the limits of air power and thus
made American (ground) forces victims of
geography,” Kaplan wrote, “Aircraft can
bombard, but they cannot transport goods
inbulk, norexercise control on the ground.”
Asthey embarked on the Third Gulf War,
the US and Israel appear to have assumed
their vastly superior air power and military
intelligence would end the war in days. Iran,
inresponse, launched drone attackson US
alliesaround the region inabid to globalize

igofan Irani hool and torpe-
doingofanaval ship offthe coastof Sri Lanka
each left vastly more people dead than the
total casualties on the other side.

Are there any bright spotsamid the hor-
rors of war? The first is that if and when
financial marketsstart to really tumble, the
guiding principle of today’s rule-by-chaos
US administration may come into play:
Chickens Out. On
s leadership, unlike
Ukraine’s much more popular leadership
when Russia attacked it fouryearsago, may

come under domestic pressure to end the
war. Iran’s strategy of attacking its Gulf
neighboursalsolooksset to backfire asthey
might cooperate more closely with the US
and push forregime change in Tehran.

Two unintended consequences appear
likely. Oneis that Indiaand other Asian coun-
tries will build larger buff-

ers of oil reserves. Japan & despite theabsence of a for-
and Korea have: sualegis oil Perha pS an o“ m:lJ‘l_\' declared and univer-
reserves that should allow i sally enforced blockade.”

them to manage for half a shock will arrest After four weeks of this,
year or so. Nevertheless, we could be in a different
the Seoul stock index complacency on psychological zone alto-
plunged asthe warbegan  ¢ljmate change gether. Many oil tanker
before the Korean govern- crews will have returned
mentsteppedintobolster — anc] push Us to  and many oil producers
it.Itisin the interest of gov- . would have long exhausted
ernments everywhere to decarbonlze OUr theirstorage capacity. The
put onabusiness-as-usual . Wall Street Journal points
face. Markets are volatile economies out, “As Yemen’s Houthis

but following suit; Brent

crudeoil futuresdescended

aftera brief scare earlier this week.

So far, sorelat 'el\'i:mguine Yet,evenas
the Saudisand

update this week: * “The mechanisms sup-
pressing traffic are no longer purely
The combination of vessel attacks, elev: ated
strikerisk, GPS and AIS (Automatic Identifi-
cation System) interference, and the with-
drawal of insurable war-risk coverage isnow
producing adefactoclosure effect for much

of the commercial market,

have shown with their
attacks in the Red Sea, it
doesn’t take much sophistication to close
major international shipping lanes. With a

oil through pxpdmes and ulhm routes, |h<‘
longer Iran’s Hormuz stranglehold contin-
ues, oil price pressure will grow. As Wind-
ward, aresearch consultancy, observed inan

fewd d anti-ship missiles, the Irani-
ans could do that too fora Inugumt' S

to Russia, has been a cn".ical factor in lhut

conflictand may prolong this one, too.

A happier prospect is that this oil shock
might arrest today’s complacency on climate
change and push the world to decarbonize
faster. As the global energy consultancy
‘Wood Mackenzie forecast last year, demand
for liquid hydrocarbons is expected to rise
for another half dozen years. Natural gas
demand will remain ‘resilient’ through the
2040s, the report predicts.

‘Twoalternative paths have been laid out
by our neighbours, one predictable, the
otherlessso. In China, oil demand looks set
to fall by a third in three decades thanks to
rapid electric vehicle adoption, said the
report: “However, India, Southeast Asiaand
Africa remain key drivers of oil demand
growth.” The other salutary example is Sri
Lanka. In response to its economic crisis a
fewyearsago that required an IMF bmlnul
the countryisnowreliantonr a or
70% of its electricity, compared with lev
than50% in 2021. By contrast, while renew-
ablesaccount for over half of India’s power
generation capacity, their share of our
energy consumption isa mere 15-20

There are many reasons to decry t
appalling war, but perhaps some good \\Jll
come ofit. Asanexpert quipped, it is hard to
weaponize solarand wind energy.
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Anthropic’s warning shot about
surveillance demands attention

Al enables the state to surveil citizens at amassive scale. This raises serious questions of privacy, freedom and dissidence

e

SANJOY CHAK
is a professor of geography, environment and
urban studies and director of global studies at
Temple University.

AVORTY

ate last month, the US Department of
Warlabelled Anthropic, creator of the
artificial intelligence (AI) system Claude,
“asupply chain risk,” and began taking
stepstoremove it fromall use in the
department, including by contractors
and subcontractors to its roughly $1 trillion annual
spending. There are news reports that no company
that does work with the Pentagon will be allowed
Lo engage in “commercial activity” with Anthropic.
President Donald Trump called Anthropic a “radi-
calleft, woke company” that he “fired... like doy

OpenAl the creator of ChatGPT and leading sy
temin lhv Alr race, SWi ooped inwithin aday. Itis
ival and both companies are far
ahead of challengers like Alphabet, DeepSeek,
Metaand Microsoft. Anthropic s estimated to lose
about $200 million in direct contracts. Its prefer-
ence for the public good over private gain is widely
viewed as a heroic, almost quixotic, act.

Why did matters come to this head? In a public
statement, Dario Amodei, CEO and co-founder of
Anthropic, said it is because Anthropic demanded
two safeguards in using its product. One, that it
should not be used for mass surveillance against
Americans. Two, it should not be deployed for fully
autonomous weapons. Amodei's own words are
worth quoting at length because they summarize
the argument best.

First: “Al-driven mass surveillance presents
serious, novel risks to our fundamental liberties...
Under current law, the government can purchase
detailed records of Americans’ movements, web
browsing, and associations from public sources
without uhmmm;.:a war nt... I’uu. erl‘u] s\l makc-» it
possible to bl
innoct dataintoac pl(turenr
any person’s lifuraumnwlicnﬂy and at massive
scale.” Today's column focuses on this issue.

Second: “Fully autonomous weapons (those that
take humans out of the loop entirely and automate
selecting and engaging targets) may prove critical
forour national defense. But today, frontier Al sys-
tems are simply not reliable enough to power fully
autonomous weapons... without proper oversight,
fully autonomous weapons cannot be relied upon
to exercise the crit dgment that [trained pro-
fessionals|] exhibit every day. They need to be
deployed with proper guardrails, which don't ex
today.” Thisis a frightening prospect, especially
given that makers of Al systems themselves do not
understand how their systems make choices. This
subject deserves a separate discussion.

The issue of mass surveillance and erosion of
individual privacy by the state is one that has
become increasingly urgent, almost in lock-
with the digitalization of information. The di
course is distressingly familiar. According to the
state, there are rising threats from terrorists, bad

actors, rogue nations, hostile governments and
“the enemy within.” To keep its ‘good’
from these thre he state asks (in not so many
words) fora tradeoff: give up some individual
rights (especially on privacy) to get more security.
Critical security theorists call this approach
‘securitization, implying that security threatsare
socially constructed. The state creates narratives of
 bogus
dents
liberties. The so-called ‘war on ter-
ror'inthe US after the 9/l attacksled to ‘enhanced
interrogation’ of unlawfully detained individuals,
the Patriot Act and large-scale warrantless wiretap-
ping by units like the National Security Agency to
ostensibly identify ‘terrorists’ among the populace.
In India, digital tools have already massively
expanded the state’s armoury of surveillance and
control. Some attempts have failed. For example,
the ham-handed effort to mandate a state-run
cybersecurity app on phones (Sanchar Saathi).
Others have been scandalous, such as the alleged
use of Pegasus spyware to surveil journalists and
political opponents. Other ongoing efforts have
been far more successful, eﬂpeu:dlv theuse of the
Aadhaar system for collecti

Is1OCKPHOTO

Network Traffic Analysis to surveil emails, social
media posts and Voice over Internet Protocol calls,
apart from facial recognition technologies and
drone surveillance in public spaces.

Amodeiwarns that Al can be used tostitch this
attered. individually innocuous data intoa com-
prehensive picture of any person’s life—automati-
cally and at massive scale.” Thisisnot asci-fi fan-
tasy. The Chinese state isalready using Al to
tematize data, a project fed by 700 million cameras,
biometrics, facial recognition, voice identification,
ID cards, WeChat, Alipay, e-commerce, medical
records, hotel stays and so on. But thatis China, a
regime like no other, governing a citizenry that has
never had individual freedom of the sort that India,
the US and most of Europe are justifiably proud of.

The Indian state, however, hasa relatively dubi-
ousrecord on handling dissidence. A sedition law
designed by the colonial state was used to jail fig-
ures such as Mahatma Gandhi and Bal Gangadhar
Tilak. The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita retains a provi-
sion to punish sedition (even though the word has
been dropped), while the Unlawful Activiti
vention) Act continues to be used to jail activist
think of the cases of Umar Khalid, Disha Ra\u and
Kanhaiya Kumar.

Yet, many other: cl'tuns are generally under-
recognized, often covert and almost always with no
public oversight. Laws such as the Telecommuni-
cations Act and Digital Personal Data Protection
Act (both from 2023) are meant to safeguard the
mlerpsh of data users. l‘erhaps lh() du butthey

the stat; | privacy in
lhe ;:u)se of security. The: Sl-.llL‘ usesits Central
Monitoring System to monitor communication
acrossmobile, landline and internet platforms, and

The use of Al for mass surveillance is a tempta-
tion forall ‘securif tates, India included. How
far the Indian state has already gone with Aluse on
massive data collection and how much further it
will go are not known. It may be necessary to begin
thinking now about ways for iety to moni-
tor the Indian state’s use of Al (itselfimproving by
leaps and bounds) as it grants officials unprece-
dented power to surveil the thoughts and behav-
iours of citizens.

From bidets to Al labs: Japan's
firms must stop being modest

They should learn the art of hype for the world to notice their tech

GEAROID REIDY
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
Japanand the Koreas.

Japanese makerof high-tech toilets

has been causing a splash in the

world of artificial intelligence (AI).
Activist investor Palliser Capital recently
called on the management of Toto, best
known for its Washlet bidets, to highlight
that the firm isagrowing Al play, thanks to
itsadvanced ceramics segments, Totoisthe
“most undervalued and overlooked Al
memory beneficiary.” Palliser wrote. Itslit-
of chip parts recently
accounted for halfits operating profit. Yet,
just a page was dedicated to it in the most
recent investor presentation, with thislim-
ited disclosure leaving ts value “effectively
hidden from the market,” the fund said.

Palliser has a point here—and it’s one
thatextends beyond the porcelain throne.

Japanese firms often struggle luwl] lhuir
successstories, particularly
sified or in niche industries. Carefully
stage-managed domestic media engage-
mentstend to dominate, Whiledisclosure
is improving, getting information out of
some firms can still be akin to pulling teeth.
Worse, for years even companies that were
proactive often found it hard to reach a
receptive audience.

But things are changing in the eraof Al
and robotics, where Japan has vast expert-
ise in specialty chemicals and wafer sub-
strates, sensors and motors. The country
might have fallen behind in the age of soft-
ware, but these physical hardware supply
chains are exactly the kind of industries
where firmssstill have an edge.

Whilesome bemoan the lack of ‘creative
deslm( tion’ in the economy, innovation

ly. Like Toto, ¢ anies

Japanese firms often struggle totell their
success stories. ISTOCKPHOTO

motorbike maker, The diversification con-
tinues: Yamaha aims to expand its own
semiconductor backend business into a
¥100 hillion (8633 million) earner by the
2030s.

Ihave had more than one conversation in
recent weeks with people surprised to learn
thatJapanisthe world leader in industrial
robots, witha70% market share according
tothe trade and industry ministry. Buteven
I'was unaware until recently that Omron, a
company that most think of as making
healthcare devices like thermometersand
weighing scales, now makes two-thirds of
its profits from industrial automation.

Despite this dominance, robotic tech is

igly associated with China's flashy-
kung-fu fighting humanoid
automatons and Tesla's overhyped Opti-
mus robots. This is where Japan must get
betterat promoting itself.

The advent of high-quality Al transla-
tion tools that make company materials

foranyone has helped. But
in any language, you would struggle to
learn much about one of the country’s big-
gest companies in this sector, the notori-
ously secretive Keyence. Shares of this
maker of sensors forautomating factories
havebeen range-bound for five years, even
s salesand profits have doubled. It would
surely benefit from a little over-the-top
T nl)( otics hype.

reinvent ithalacrity and tran-

sition to new business models.

kura. It was founded in 1885,
theage of steam engines and gas lamps, but
is now one of the world's hottest Al bets
thanks toitsoptical fibres used in data cen-
tres. Shares have risen almost 25 times
since the start of 2024, the best-perform-
ing Japanese blue-chip.

Or Nitto Boseki, which began as a silk-
spinning firmin 1898, the year H.G. Wells
published The Warof the Worlds. 1t'snowa
leading supplierof glass cloth fibre, with i
stock more than quadrupling since last
yearamid reportsofits links to Nvidia and
Apple. Printers Dai Nippon Printing
(founded 1876) and Toppan (dating to
1900) might be associated with ink and
paper, but are actually crucial makers of
chip packaging materials and photomasks.

Yamaha is the subject of memes about its
diverse output. [t makes musical keyboards
and pianos, even if it is mostly seen as a

products tend to become
wurld famous only after they get a little
help from abroad. The movie Lost in
Translationisoften credited with awaken-
ingtheworld to Japanese whisky; a handful
of Australian skiers first realized the poten-
tial of Hokkaido's now-famous powder
snow. The government is currently try mg
toturnanime intoamajor export busine
but it became globally famous not because
of atop-down push, but by bottom-up fan-
dom on pirate sites like Crunchyroll,
founded by a group of Americans.

Japanese companies need evangelists.
Palliser says rewriting the narrative could
add another 55% to Toto's shares. Some
people in Tokyo have been gettingalittle
uncomfortable with the growing power of
activists, but these are the folks who could
help spread the word.

Inthe original gold rush, it was all about
picks and shovels. This time, it's more

about the plumbing. ©BLOOMBERG

India must act before the coming AlI-pocalypse kicks in

ASHISH DHAWAN & PIYUSH DOSHI

are, respectively, founder-CEO,
and operating partner The

sthedustsettleson India’srecent Al

summit—optimistic in tone, ambi-

tious in scope—a harder question
demands an honestanswer. What does the
nextwave of artificial intelligence mean for
asector that has served as a key economic
engine for three decades? Information tech-
nology (IT) servicesgenerate over $254 bil-
lion in annual exports, employ 5.4 million
professionals and finance a merchandise
Imtle deficit that has breached $300 billion.

cessstory. They

e F

arealsoa ma(me( -onomic stabilizer, rupee
backstopand social contract {gnenlhmrwlc
in expanding Ind i
engineisunder threat as Agentic. »Xl s) stems
deployed at scale by Anthropic, OpenAl,

has voted: India’s IT majors have seen their
share prices fall while their global counter-
partssurged. A sharp slowdownin IT exports
can precipitate a collapse of the rupee, forc-
g up interest rates and pushing the Centre
tocut expenditure, which would put further
pressure on growth and jobs.

Ifthere'sasilve er lining, itis llxe pu\:nhlln g
ofabroad cturing rena ce. India

Fi aglulnl\alu(wlum taskforceshould | Manufact (uwh pml(‘uhu ly m]all busi- | dedi 1 tariatand ble quar
identify the top 20 gl iority | nesses.struggl hatare | terly with full ac il
sectors—electroni semiconductors, | cleared and connected. States must develop Fi 1/Ih Indiamust deregulate quickly. It lms

defence, chemicalsand medical devices—and
pursue them witha whatever-it-takes man-
date: bespoke incentives, coordinated Cen-
tre-state action and 90-day decision cycles.
Apple’s move eto India cata-

accounts forjust 2.9% ulvlubalhuurvoul»
putand 1.8% of goods exports—a share that
has barely moved in two decades. Manufac-
l\lrm“rumrxhuieﬁ t13% of GDP, against
32% in East Asian countries that exhib-
ited miracle growth. The gap between
India’s potential and performance reflects
not somuchamarket failureasa policy fail-
ure waiting to be corrected.

Paradoxically, a weaker rupee could
become an asset. It would serve exports well,
giving Indian merchandise a price edge just
as global supply chains seek to diversify
beyond China.

Google and Microsoft can
write code, manage workflows, pmcc&i
claims and run structured business pro-
Ct Much of India’s [T sector'sservicesfall
in this category. Niti Aayog warns that our
tech-sector headcount could fall from 7.
million to 6 million by 2031 The stock market

India’s production-linked incentive (PLI)
scheme has seen electronics production
surge 116% since 2020-21, even as mobile
exports have grown 8-fold. Our National
Manufacturing Mission could convert this
proof of concept into a structural shift in
favour of the factory sector, Here is how:

!n‘;::lﬂm.ulc us the world’s Our IT services il;:‘s‘;ll?ﬁgﬁ.nlolc‘lzﬁﬂz&n
Shonemaker Theleson's  SUCCESSSTOFY (i L O o e
fovsmegandonan s reachingits gl eson an e
jSmsmemota  fimitsandwe  uluuibe

i arpeey,  Mustaimfora - fsierion
an(!‘ mmpmwgls protlec: manufacturing :iim in iﬂ\'?s(;llnL‘!lllS across
S prie Gyvston F@NAISSANCE fovmdaronis o

exporters out of global

markets. A surgical audit of

input costs across the top export value

chains, followed by tariffrationalization and

faster customs clearances, would restore

competitiveness better than a weaker

exchange rat
Third."Gi ies’ for manufacturing. Less

than 2% of India’s land is used for industry.

industrial clusters where land is pre-ac-
quired and titled, utility connections are in
place, building bye-laws are liberal and
approvalsare delegated to local author

offering truly single-win-

made genuine progress on this front through
dedicated taskforces recently. But much still
needstobe done before we can claim parity
with fric i
China, Vietnam and other Asian countries.
The immediate priority is to sharply reduce
i 1 I i con-
solidate overlapping regulatory jurisdictions,
digitize inspections with time-bound out-
nforce ility fordelays.

While these five measures can get our
manufacturing engine going, it will require a

maceuticals. We now need

PLI 2.0, which should be
more ambitious in its targets. It should
anchor the National Manufacturing M;
sion’s goal of thissectoraccounting for25%
of GDPand be simpler in design: fewer sec-
tors pursued with greater depth, and with
streamlined eligibility and faster disburse-
ment cycles. PLI 2. 0 must operate with a

few in. We must tackle
the i.ksue ufelcu[ricit\' (‘r(»;s—.suhsl( i

reliable powerat competitive rates.
GSTandlabour codesimplification should go
further, so our labour market and taxadmin-
istrationare on parwith the best. Finally, we
need astrong dispute resolution mechanism
with dedicated commercial courts, manda-
tory pre-litigation mediation and specialist
arbitration to reduce the risk premium that
investors price into every decision.

India has missed the manufacturing bus
before. The next one is boarding. We must
spare no effort to get a ticket.
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Ethanol drive

Mandating E20 petrol calls for checks and balances

adirective mandating 20 per cent ethanol use in

high octane petrol, just days before the Iran war
broke out. To place in perspective the import of this
step which will come into effect from April 1, petrol
substitution has translated into savings of ¥1.4 lakh
crore in foreign exchange since 2014. Ethanol
blending can make a big difference to India’s
petroleum imports of at least $150 billion, at current
over-the-roof prices. But the virtues and demerits of
ethanol go beyond savings in the import bill.

EILG

I nan interesting coincidence, the Centre issued

Byall accounts, ethanol blending of about
20 per cent has already been achieved. What

° the latest directive seeks to do is to
formalise the arrangement across petrol
— pumps by also mandating the use of

premium petrol (witha research octane
number of 95) in the blend. Ethanol too has
ahigh octane content; a superior blend is
perhaps expected to smoothen the
combustion process and allay consumer
fears over ethanol damaging vehicle
engines. But consumers should be allowed
to make informed choices. Petrol pumps
should offer a bouquet of options at various
price points, while incentivising the shift to
E20 or more. Consumers who wish to opt
for less or no ethanol in their petrol should
be given the option of paying more.
Meanwhile, car and two-wheeler makers
need to come out upfront with clear product
specifications on how their engines are
equipped to deal with ethanol’s supposedly
corrosive properties. Ethanol’s lower
calorific value reduces mileage, and to that
extent raises petrol use.

Ethanol produces lower tailpipe
greenhouse gas emissions, but the same
cannot readily be said for the emissions over
its entire product cycle. Besides, emissions
from ethanol-blended petrol are not free of
sulphur, nitrogen and other toxic chemicals.
The environment-friendliness of ethanol
depends alot on the feedstock used. Recent
research explains how ethanol is resource
efficient perhaps only when no additional
land, water or fertilizer is used. There is also
the issue of diverting land from food crops.
Fifty lakh tonnes of rice and 40 lakh tonnes
of sugar would be used in India annually to
support current levels of ethanol output.
Therefore, agriculture waste, molasses,
waste oils, fats and greases are a better
feedstock option than using sugarcane,
maize or rice. Maize is urea-intensive, even
ifit demands less water than rice or
sugarcane. However, ethanol can be
considered as a clean fuel option if product
cycle issues are considered — including land
and water scarcity, and food security.

Ttisalso to be noted that electric vehicles
are becoming viable by the day on account of
falling battery costs and improved
efficiency. To be sure, the product cycle
emissions issues as well as import intensity
of the process are germane issues here as
well. The green transport transition should
combine both ethanol blending and EVs
judiciously — without lobbies driving the
process. Domestic availability of ethanol
feedstock is a crucial plus in times such as
these.

POCKET

RAVIKANTH

sw—\eé fOR
THE TIMES .

MADAN SABNAVIS

he current oil crisis is the

fourth in the last four years.

The first episode took place

when Russia invaded

Ukraine which saw crude
price moving from around $84/barrel in
February 2022 to $117 in Marchand
remaining in a higher range till
September, when it moderated to
$90/barrel before reverting toaround
$80/barrel in December.

Therefore, the higher prices lasted for
almost nine months. In this episode,
Russia was a major supplier of oil (third
largest with share of 10-12 per cent).
‘With a ban being imposed on imports by
the western community, supplies were
disrupted.

The second was the Israel-Palestine
conflict in October 2023 but its price
impact lasted for just about a month.
This is because no oil producing country
was involved in this conflict.

The third was a short lived war where
the US and Israel attacked Iranin June
2025. Here too, the price impact was
limited as Iran is not really a major
supplier of oil to the world, with its share
inglobal output ataround 4 per cent and
sanctions still in place.

The present war s different. To begin
with, almost all the oil producing
countries in West Asia are embroiled in
this conflict, impacting production of oil
and gas. Further, while Iran has not
officially closed the Strait of Hormuz,
ships will not sail through this passage,
given the risks involved.

So, there has been greater disruption
to the oil industry with shipping costs
also going up forall goods passing this
region. Significantly, an early end to the
war looks unlikely. Ukraine has managed
to hold on for four years now.

IMPACT ON INDIA

India imports around five million barrels
adaywhich works out to around $180
billion (1.8 billion barrels annually) a
year. Hence, if the price remains high for
the entire year, for every $10 dollar
increase in the price of oil, the import
bill be up by $18 billion.

This can lead toan increase in current
account deficit by 0.5 per cent of GDP,
which should not be a serious issue for
India as the balance is fairly comfortable
today in the region of 1-1.5 per cent.
Exports, however,would be impacted as
petro-products are around $65-70
billion per annum, of which 15 per cent
is headed to these vulnerable regions.

The immediate impact has been felt
on the currencywith the rupee crossing
the psychological level of ¥92/§. It is
likelyto see increased volatility. This
market will witness increased volatility.
First, the US dollar will also be volatile

with a possible tendency to strengthen.
The Fed will hold the reins here.

Second, any news on oil and gas
supply disruption will spook the rupee.
‘Third, FPI flows will remain uncertain.
While the India growth story will bring
in the funds, the rupee volatility will
lower potential returns. This canbe a
deterrent.

Fourth, the behaviour of exporters
and importers will also hold a clue. In
times of uncertainty, exporters hold
back earnings, while importers may rush
in to buy dollars, exacerbating the
demand-supply situation. Lastly, RBI
action in the coming days will
important as intervention in the market
can quell speculative forces and bring in
stability.

LIMITED GROWTH IMPACT
Concerns over growth may be less
serious. While supply disruptions will
cause problems to user industries such
as fertilizers, chemical products among
others, adecline in exports can also dent
growth in GDP at the margin. The
overall impact may not be more than
0.1-0.2 percentage points but would
need monitoring for secondary effects of
the war. The supply disruptions of gas
and their impact on user industries will
bemore of an issue.

Inflation is likely to be under control
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unless the government decides to pass
on the higher price of crude to the
consumer, which has rarely happened.

‘When crude prices stayed low, the
benefit did not go the consumer but to
the OMCs. Higher crude prices may not
hence lead to an increase in retail prices
in the near future as this can be absorbed
by the OMCs.

In fact, given the fragile global oil
situation over the last four years, it may
‘make sense to transfer all future
surpluses to an emergency fund that can
be used in times of crisis.

Further, OMCs do buy oil based on
contracts struck with suppliers where
the price formula is worked out in
advance. Therefore, the increase seen
today in the market may not be the price
which s finally paid and would be lower.
Also, hedging practices are pursued to
cover for price risk to an extent.

The government would be monitoring
the situation carefully. There are a few

Given the fragile global
oil situation, it may

make sense to transfer all
future surpluses to an
emergency fund that can
be used in times of crisis
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Economy may survive
war supply shocks

WAGES OF WAR. The rupee and stock markets will remain volatile,
but impact on growth and inflation may remain muted

Tl

issues that merit attention. The firstis
whether anything can be done on excise
duty or VAT (by States)if prices rise
further.

Second, the subsidy element is low
today on LPG which is not an issue. In
fact, the price was increased recently to
partly offset the higher cost. But
suppliesarea concern on which a policy
hasalready been indicated to ensure that
essential services are notaffected. Third,
fertilizer prices need to be watched
carefullyas they affect the subsidy level
aswellits availability.

The stock market would continue to
display yo-yo movements reflecting
sentiment on a real time basis and hence
will be hard to predict in the short run.
This will be the case with global indices,
too.
Last, the bond market has not been
affected much. While forex intervention
will draw out liquidity, the RBI has
already announced OMOs which will be
reassuring for the market.

Therefore, the length of the war will
hold the clue to the final outcome. The
government and RBI are seized of the
matter and would take the appropriate
steps to mitigate the risks. But markets
for sure, will remain volatile.

‘The writer is Chief Economist, Bank of Baroda. Views JF
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Why the ECA has been invoked for LPG supply

The war in Middle East has disrupted gas supplies. The government move is expected to ensure cooking gas for households

bl.explainer

Ramasamy Jayaprakash

he Union government invoked
I the Essential Commodities Act
(ECA), 1955, to deal with supply
disruption of natural gas due to the war
in West Asia. The government has
invoked its emergency powers
enshrined under the Act to secure
cooking gas to crores of households.

‘What is the Essential Commodities
Act? When is it invoked and how
does it help?

The Essential Commodities Act (ECA)
0f 1955 grants the Union government
the power to “regulate or prohibit the
production, supply, distribution, trade,
and commerce of commodities” that are
declared as ‘essential’ under the Act.
This includes commodities such as food,
fertilizers, drugs, and petroleum
products. It can be modified by the
Centre toadd items to the list if need
arises.

Itis typically invoked during crisis to
prevent hoarding, black marketing, price
gouging and artificial shortages. With
the ECA, the government can dictate
production, storage, priority allocation
and distribution, and fix price caps. The
Actservesasatool for the government

that ordinary citi not

COOKING GAS. Securing supply s

Why did the government invoke
ECA to secure LPG supplies?

India imports more than 60 per cent of
its total LPG requirements, with almost
90 per cent of these imports coming
from the Persian Gulf through the Strait
of Hormuz. The ongoing US-Israel-Iran
war has effectively halted vessel
movements through this critical
maritime chokepoint.

With only 25-30 days of LPG
inventory available domestically, there is
athreat of acute shortage of LPG
cylinders in India. As there s little
clarity on when this war will end, the
government has invoked the ECAto
help consumers deal with the crisis.

What are the orders given by the
government to secure LPG

cut off from basic necessities in times of
crisis.

The orders from the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas under the

ECA and the new Natural Gas (Supply
Regulation) Order, 2026 gives the
following directives:
® Allpublicand private refineries
must divert propane, butane and
other C3/C4 streams exclusively for
LPG production.
® The entire additional LPG mustbe
supplied only to the three
public-sector oil marketing
companies — IndianOil, BPCL and
HPCL — for sale to domestic
(household) consumers.
® Nodiversion for making
petrochemicals allowed.
® A25-day inter-booking period has
been introduced for domestic
consumers ordering cylinder refills
to prevent hoarding.

What is the impact of the war in
India? What is the shortfall likely
to be?
With the choking at the Strait of
Hormuz, India has been forced to scout
for spot cargoes from distant sources
such as the US, Norway and Algeria
which might add to the cost. While there
is no official announcements on the
scale of potential shortfall, there are
reports of commercial supplies being
under severe pressure in cities such as
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chennai and Pune.
‘While roughly 25-30 days’ stock
provides a thin buffer, alonger conflict
in West Asia could create considerable
shortfall if supply from alternate sources

are not scaled up fast enough.

Which sectors are likely to be hit

the most by the LPG supply

disruption?

The hardest hit are the hotels,

restaurants, eateries, bakeries and food

courts — many of which have already

reported supply halts or cut down of the

menu. There is also a fear of temporary
of hotelsand

Other services suchas

crematoriums, laundry & ironing using

gasare also reporting shortages.

How will the pooled gas pricing
under the order work?

The uncertainties and the shortages
could lead to price surge of LPG,
affecting domestic consumers the most.
To cushion the financial shock, the
government has introduced a ‘pooled
pricing’ mechanism.

GAIL (India) Ltd has been tasked with
coordinating the reallocation of gas
from lower-priority users to the
top-priority sectors (domestic PNG,
CNG, LPG plants and pipeline
operations).

The Petroleum Planning & Analysis
Cell (PPAC) will periodically calculate
and notifya single ‘pooled price’ that
averages the cost of diverted gas. The
entities receiving the gas must give a
legal undertaking to accept the pooled
price, overriding prior contracts and
pricing, to share the burden fairly.

© LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.n or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

Social media concerns
Apropos the Editorial ‘Safety net’
(March 11), Karnatakaand Andhra
Pradesh’s move to regulate social
mediaaccess for minorsisatimely
and prudent response to the
growing concerns surrounding the
digital lives of young users.
Increasingincidents of screen

rigour of their olve
particularly in ensuring credible age
verification, platform accountability
and parental awareness.

A coordinated national policy
spearheaded by the Centre,and
adopted by all States, would ensure
consistency, stronger oversight and
more meaningful protection for

disable autoplayand algorithmic
feeds for minors, transparent

addiction, cyberbullying, exposureto  minors. access control.
harmful content and psychological N Sadhasiva Reddy

stressamongadolescents underiine  Bengalury

the urgency for regulatory

safeguards. Apropos ‘Safety Net’ (March 11), the

However, the true effectiveness of
such measures will depend on the

Editorial makesa convincing case
that restrictingaccess alone will not

Platformsare
designed to be compulsive, and until
thatarchitecture changes, age-based
bans will remain easy to circumvent.
Karnatakaand Andhra Pradesh are
right to push for regulation, but
State-level rules will always have
limited reach. What India needsis a
central framework that goes beyond

Mandatory default settings that
reporting requirements for

platforms, and genuine liability for
harm caused to young users would

create real a
A Myilsami

Coimbatare

Focus on banking

products’ (March 11).

Bankers' duties are to increase
primarily their CASA deposits and
utilise these funds of less interest for
lendingto other sectors with
relatively better interest rates and
meet the statutory requirements.
The banks should not get luredinto

This is with reference to the report
‘PSBs made over 28000 crin 5 years
byselling 3rd party financial

financial products for
increasing their
incomes/commissions.

At the same time the customers
should also realise that some
schemes such as the life insurance
areimportant for themasare
housing loans which are of long
tenure.

Another important issue is the
‘mis-selling’ of some products, which
the Finance Minister has rightly
flagged, so the bankers have to be
more cautious,

Katuru Durga Prasad Rao

Hyderabad
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Energy policy success

Deft diplomacy, strategic reserves can avert crisis

—
Tuhin A Sinha
Sumit Kaushik

he temporary disruption
I in LPG supplies in parts of

India is a reminder of how
deeply interconnected the global
energy system has become. The
closure of the Strait of Hormuz
amid escalating tensions in West
Asia has triggered shocks across
global energy logistics.

The government responded
quickly by invoking the Essential
Services Maintenance Act to
ensure supply chains continue
functioning smoothly. Officials
have clarified that the disruption
is logistical rather than structural
and is expected to stabilise soon
asalternative supply routes and
inventories are activated.

Moments like these test not
only the resilience of energy
systems butalso the maturity of
political discourse. The Strait of
Hormuzis among the world's

ENERGY. Acritical pillar of
national securitycerrvises

Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru and
Padur provide about 5.3 million
tonnes of crude storage capacity.
Inaddition, India maintains
substantial onshore crude
storage.

Another pillar of stability has
been India’s pragmatic energy
sourcing strategy. Following
changes in global markets, India
significantly increased imports of
discounted Russian cmde By

most critical energy chok

When it is disrupted, the glohal
supply chain inevitably feels the
impact. In such extraordinary
geopolitical circumstances,
responsible politics requires calm
assessment rather than alarmism.

A CRITICAL PILLAR

Energy securityis a critical pillar
of national security for a country
that imports ne:u'leS per centof

2025, Russia for
roughly 35 per cent of India’s il
imports, helping stabilise supplies
and shield domestic markets from
global price volatility.

During the current crisis, the
government has also reviewed
contingency options including
supply diversification and
maritime security.

State run refiners suchas
Indlan Oil, Bharat Petroleum and
Petroleum have

its crude oil req Global
oil market disruptions can
directlyaffectinflation, trade
balances and economic stability.

explm'ed alternative supplies
from the US, West Africaand
Latin America. While these

g this the
government has spent the past
decade strengthening India’s
energy resilience through
diversification, infrastructure
investment and diplomatic
engagement.

One key factor behind this
resilience is diversification of
suppliers. Over the last decade,
India has expanded the number of
countries from which it imports
crude oil. By 2025, the number of
supplier nations had increased
from 27 to 40. This ensures that
no single geopolitical crisis can
cripple India’s supply chain.

India also maintains significant
energy buffers. The country
currently holds between sixand
eight weeks of crude and fuel
inventory.

Commercial refiners maintain
roughly 25 days of stock while
strategic petroleum reserves
provide additional coverage.
Combined, these reserves allow
India to withstand supply
disruptions for nearly 70 days.

involve longer transit
times than Gulf routes, India’s
diversified supplier network
ensures viable alternatives
remain available.

Energy security depends not
only oninfrastructure but also on
diplomacy.

India has remained engaged
with key regional actors including
Israel, ].(an, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates. Such
diplomatic balance is crucial ina
region that remains central to
global energy markets. Itisalso
important because nearly nine
million Indians live in West Asia.

The country is projected to be
one of the largest drivers of global
oil demand growth in the coming
years. To support this growth,
India has expanded refining
capacity and upgraded energy
infrastructure.

Energy securityis constructed
gradually through sustained
policy pl: , infrastructure
investment and diplomatic
engagement.

Strategicp reserves
have bcen pa.rmularly important.
Underground storage facilities at

Sinhais National Spokesperson, BJP; Kaushik
isasocialimpact and public policy consultant

thehindubusinessline.
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1IMB grad creates history

Finally it was $193,000. Mr Gaurav Aggarwal, of the graduating batch of the
Indfan Institute of Management, Bangalore, has created history with his offer
letter from Barclays Capital, London. He’s now the highest-ever-paid graduate
across all IIMs. On Friday, the Day Zero of placements at the IIMB, Barclays
Capital, London, offered Mr Aggarwal an international posting and a salary

close to 786 lakh a year.

States against plan to list LPG in ‘declared goods’

State Finance Ministers, under the aegis of the VAT Panel, are demanding full
Central compensation of the revenue loss that would be suffered by the States
on account of the Budget proposal to include LPG in the list of ‘declared
goods’ under the CST Act, By this inclusion, the States cannot levy a VAT/sales
tax rate of over 4 per cent on this product.

Nokia suppliers to set up units near Chennai

Two of Nokia's suppliers have decided to set up plants at Sriperumbudur,
about 50 km west of Chennai. The two suppliers — Aspocomp Group Oyj and
Perlos Corporation — will together invest $82 million (about ¥365 crore).

RAJASEKHAR VK

he Supreme Court’s ruling

that telecom spectrum

cannot form part of the

insolvency estate has been

widely reportedasa
telecom decision. It is considerably
more than that. Itis a boundary marker
in India’s insolvency jurisprudence, with
implications well beyond mobile
networks.

Atits core, the Court’s reasoning is
constitutionally straightforward.
Spectrum is a scarce natural resource,
owned by the people of India and held in
trust by the State. This understanding
reflects the LODSU{UUOI‘J}{I cuncepuon of
material the
under Article 39(b), Wthh places thelr
control in the service of the common
good. The right granted to a telecom
operator is not proprietary ownership,
butalimited and revocable privilege.
Consequently, proceedings under the
Insolvency and iptcy Code cannot
restructure the ownership or control of
spectrum,

‘That formulation is constitutionally
elegant. It isalso structurally significant,
with complex consequences.

For nearlya decade, the IBC has been
understood as a dominant economic
statute. Its non obstante clause, emphasis
on creditor primacyand commercial
wisdom, and “clean slate” philosophy
created the expectation that once
insolvency commenced, resolution
‘would be governed by the Code across
sectors. Spectrum now stands outside
that assumption, marking the first
emphatic articulation of a constitutional
boundary to that ambition.

The deeper question is this: if
insolvency cannot operate upon
spectrum because it is a material
resource of the community, what of
other state-controlled resources?

Telecom is not unique in this
architecture. Modern regulated
industries are built on entitlements
layered upon sovereign ownership.

Coal is allocated under statutory
auction frameworks. Oil and natural gas
exploration rights arise from sovereign
grants and production sharing
contracts. Electricity generation
depends on licences and tariff
regulation. Mining leases, airport slots,
port concessions, sports broadcasting
signals and inland waterways each exist
‘within a comprehensive statutory
regime in which the state retains
underlying ownership and regulatory
control.

The Court’s reasoning places
constitutional resource governance
above insolvency prerogatives. That
‘hierarchy may be theoretically sound.
Butitreshapes the financial
expectations that have grown around
regulated industries.

THE PARTICIPATION PARADOX
One under-explored aspect of the
spectrum dispute is the state’s dual
posture: participant within insolvency,
yet constitutional arbiter outside it. The
Department of Telecommunications
filed claims and engaged within the IBC
framework.

Yet the judgment makes clear that the
transfer or restructuring of spectrum

Germany

Kamil Kowalcze

ermany’s economy is expected
G to suffer only a minor setback

from the war in Iran if the
conflict doesn’t escalate further,
according to the German Institute for
Economic Research in Berlin.

Higher oil and gas costs will reduce
growth in Europe’s biggest economy by
about 0.1 to 0.2 percentage point this
year, leaving expansion ataround 1 per
cent, said the institute, which is known
by its acronym DIW. That outlook

think -bl -5

HIERARCHY ARTICULATED. The Supreme Court’s
spectrum ruling does not weaken the IBC. It clarifies that
insolvency operates within, not above, constitutional ordering

cannot be determined by the
commercial collective alone.

This creates a dissonance, because
insolvency is designed asa
creditor-driven process. Committees of
Creditors evaluate viability, approve
plans and exercise commerclalwxsdom

control of alicensee, subject to
regulatoryapproval, need not threaten
sovereign ownership. The going concern
objective therefore becomes
regulator-dependent ina deeper way
than in ordinary manufacturing or
services sectors, with the regulator and

But in sectors anchored in
allocation of resources, commercial
consensus is no longer decisive;
regulatoryand constitutional
considerations sit above it.

The result? A structural asymmetry.
The government may appear in
insolvencyas a claimant for dues, yet
stand outside it as constitutional trustee
of the resource. That dual capacity is
inherent in regulated industries. The
ruling makes clear that the sovereign
capacity prevails.

Forlenders and resolution applicants,
participation in the insolvency process
does not exhaust regulatory authority.
Resolution cannot be assumed to bind
the state as trustee of a natural resource.

‘THE PHANTOM ASSET DILEMMA
‘The practical consequences for
resolution professionals are significant.

Under the IBC, the resolution
professional must preserve the
corporate debtor asa going concernand
invite plans based on the value of its
business. In telecom, the business is
inseparable from spectrum usage rights.
Those rights appear on the balance sheet
asintangible assets and underpin
enterprise value.

The judgment does not deny the
commercial value of those rights. But it
clarifies that accounting recognition
does not convert a privilege intoan
insolvency asset. Spectrum remains
outside the estate. This produces an
operational dilemma.

Insolvency law does not seek to
transfer the underlying resource. It
restructures the corporate entity that
holds the licence. In theory, a change in

The apex court ruling
reminds markets that in
sectors anchored in
sovereign allocation of
scarce resources,
constitutional control
stands above commercial
restructuring

th utory k
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depends substannallv on
red

Are banks financing pmpnerarv
assets, or access Sllb)('.‘C[ to pen‘nswe
regulamry control and constitutional
doctrine?

The answer affects leverage, covenant
structures, risk pricingand recovery

he
setting the outer perimeter.
does not compel, restructure or redraw
the underlying entitlement.

The Code assumes that the business
can travel through resolution. The
judgment reminds markets that where
the business rests ona sovereign grant,
that travel is conditional.

NOT AN ABSOLUTE PROHIBITION
Itis important not to overstate the reach
of the ruling, The Court did not declarea
change in control of a telecom company
impossible. Itheld thatinsolvency
cannot guide restructuring of ownership
or control of spectrum. In other words,
the IBC cannot compel or override the
telecom regulatory regime, or any
statutory regime governing
comprehensive public resources.

This leaves open a narrower path. A
resolution plan may still propose a
change in control. The Department of
Telecommunications may consider that
proposal under its existing statutory
framework, as it would in a merger or
acquisition outside insolvency.
Resolution applicants must not only
negotiate with creditors; they must
operate within a constitutional
boundary that places sovereign control
first.

The distinction is important, as the
decisional centre of gravity now shifts
from the commercial collective to the
sectoral regulator. Insolvency becomes
one process among others, not the
‘master framework.

For markets, this means resolution in
resource-linked sectors will increasingly
resemble coordinated negotiation
between creditors and regulators rather
than a purely creditor-driven
restructuring.

REPRICING REGULATED RISK

The financial implications are
immediate. If spectrum usage rights
cannot be treated as insolvency assets
capable of transfer or monetisation,
lenders must reassess how they evaluate
similar entitlements. The same inquiry
arises wherever enterprise value

Inreso
secton, msulvency isno lunger merel) a
heet exercise. It
in pubhc law. Lenders must treat itasa
conditional privilege, not collateral in
the conventional sense.

LEGISLATIVE CLARITY

The judgment exposes a broader
structural issue. The IBC was drafted
with distressed industrial and service
enterprises in mind. It assumes that
“assets” can be owned, transferred and
realised. It does not draw a sharp
distinction between proprietary assets
and regulatory entitlements.

Companies in mining, ener;
infrastructure and broadcastmg will
continue to enter insolvency when they
default. The question is how far the
insolvency framework can go in
reorganising the entitlements on which
those companies depend.

The judiciary has clarified the
constitutional position: insolvency
cannot rewrite sovereign control over
public resources. The question is: how
should insolvency and sectoral
regulators interact in practice? Should
there be defined timelines for regulatory
decisions during CIRP? Should statutory
frameworks expressly address transfer
of licensed businesses in insolvency?
These are questions for Parliament and
policymakers.

The spectrum ruling does not weaken
the IBC. It clarifies that insolvency
operates within, not above,
constitutional ordering. In its early
years, the Code shifted power from
promoters to creditors. In this
judgment, the Court recalibrates the
equation once more, reminding markets
that in sectors anchored in sovereign
allocation of scarce resources,
constitutional control stands above
commercial restructuring.

Telecom is the first arena in which
this hierarchy has been tested and
articulated so clearly.

The writer isalawyer and former Judicial Member of
the National Company Law Tribunal

can weather Iran war if it doesn’t last long

assumes that the biggest surge in
energy prices linked to military
intervention has already passed.

The inflation rate is expected to rise
byroughly 0.4 percentage point
because of higher energy costs, putting
price growth atabout 2.4 per cent in
2026 even without a further escalation
of the conflict. DIW expects energy
costs to ease “significantly” from April
to June. Oil prices jumped above €100
($115.95) abarrel after military strikes

gasoline and diesel costs in Germany
prompted Friedrich Merz’s
government to set up a task force to
monitor the situation.

While US President Donald Trump
‘'as said the war could end soon —
contributing to a recent pullbackin
crude prices — the lack of visibility on
how long itwill last is weighing on the
global economy. “It is important that
politicians do their part to reduce
uncertainty, which underscores how

president Marcel Fratzscher saidin
Berlin on Wednesday. Subsidising
gasoline prices, as demanded by some
lobby groups in Germany, would bea
“serious mistake” because it would be
dresultina

redistribution of wealth from people
with low incomes to those with high
incomes,” Fratzscher said.

Germany’s growth should remain
supported by expansionary fiscal
policy, said DIW, which is one of five
key national institutes that monitor the
£CONomy. siwonsess
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EASY

ACROSS

1. More than a little, of
importance (12)

8. Apostate, turncoat (8)

9. Apartment (4)

11. Vehemence, violence (5)
12. Cone-bearing tree (7)
13. Flank (4)

15. Defendant’s answer to
charge (4)

19. Spanish princess (7)
20.___’srod: mullein (5)
22, Require (4)

23. Strong attachment;
consecration (8)

24, Paris students’ area (5,7)

by the US and Israel on Iran. A important it is to implement key
corresponding sharp increase in reforms without hesitation,” DIW
NOT SO EASY
DOWN ACROSS DOWN

2. Proprietor (5)

3. Clay box for packing pottery
for baking (6)

4. Infer from premises (6)

5, Malignant (look) (7)

6. Actingas host (12)

7. Non-amateur (12)

10. Entity as opposed to
attribute (3)

14. Turn aside, cause to
deviate (7)

16. Whatever amount (3)

17. Gift, present (Fr) (6)

18. To smack, have a flavour (6)
21. Elevate (5)

1. Deem it capable of providing quite a lot (12)
8. Tumcoat might need to change gear (8)

9. Sort of race for accommodation (4)

11. Compulsion to start criticising in warning from

golfer (5)

12.Sort of tree nice for planting out (7)

13. It may be the right pretentious air (4)

15. Scottish lawsuit would be sure to provide

gratification (4)

19. Princess in Madrid discovered tan if an adjustment was
made (7)

20, Jewish high-priest whose rod may be found in bed (5)
22.Not to have been born of woman, a daughter (4)

aside (7)

23. Piety voted out as having one on (8)
24. Around the Sorbonne it's a dead language - mercy! (5,7)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2634

ACROSS 1. Addict 8. Pear| 9. Suspect 11. Tendency 12. Beard 15. Lava 16. Row 17. Axle 19. Poppy 21. Standard 24. Yearned 25. Metal 26. Larder
DOWN 2. Deuce 3, Imperial 4. Tact 5. Spade 6. Barn 7. Play 10, Temporary 12. Bill 13. Labourer 14. Demy 18. Oddly 20. Piece 21. Same 22. Acts 23, Deal

2. Proprietor produced nothing new at end of a year (5)
3. Clay box potter uses, for example, with rags (6)

4. Infer that Mussolini was half-dead to begin with (6)
5.So malignant, it could be a full version of it (7)

6. Being a host may prove amusing (12)

7, Paid performer for spies, loan being arranged (12)
10. An entity creating small spaces in print (3)

14. In the wrong clef, Ted found he could turn it

16. Whatever the number, a lot lose their head (3)
17. A gift the French have, putting the bounder on
water there (6)

18. Enjoy taste of what's lemony around a vanilla
topping (6)

21. More money is available in a different era (5)

ABMBME
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It’s a Smart, Careful,
Welcome Reset

Richer investment harvest from Chinese vendors

India’srelaxation of rulesfor investmentsmade by Chine-
secompanies inselect industries such aselectronics, capi-
tal goods and solar panels isa pragmatic re-assessment of
trade imbalances and restrictions on capital inflows. In-
dia runs up its largest deficit in the goods trade with Chi-
na.Itisalsobeginning tosee traction in exports of mobile
handsets made in the country by companies like Apple
that are diversifying their supply chains out of China. It
helps global manufacturers to seed the Indian ecosystem
if their Chinese vendorsare allowed to invest as well.

India* ingof inve rul seriesof mo-
vestoresumeflightsto China, issuevisasto Chinesenatio-
nals to end factory floor technician scarcity, and permis-
siongranted to power iestoimport Chin quip-
menttoavoid projectdelays. The latest setof policy easing
canbeexpected to revive plans by Chinese EV-makerslike
BYD, whose proposed investment inan
Indian venture was rejected for securi-
ty concerns. A richer investment har-
vest is likely from medium-sized Chi-
nese vendors that play a key role in
supply chains. These can contribute to
development of India’s SMEs through
capital and technology transfers.

Reset in ties with China has been driven partly by US
protectionism. Punitive US tariffs, technology export
controls and immigration restrictions are nudging the
two Asian economies to seek common ground over glo-
balisation. Technologies like autonomous vehicles pro-
vide the countries a broad canvas for cooperation. This
allows Indiato hedge its bets in the ‘US vs China’ Al race.
The country’s large pool of technical talent can add con-
siderable valuetoboth Almodels. Normalisation of rela-
tions between India and China isa necessary firststep to
achieve the economic potential presented by two large
economies growing in proximity Handled with econo-
micandstrategicprotections in place, Chinese tradeand
investment can speed up India’s ambitions of becoming
aglobal manufacturing hub.

Make ‘No Wi-Fi’ an
Airline Sales Pitch

Air India became the first domestic airline to introduce in-
flight Wi-Fi in January 2025 Itwashailed asa triumph of tech
dishingoutyetanotheri vicefortheair,. -
lybusiness, traveller. More than a year on, we'renot toosure if
it'savalue-add. Flights have long been the last bastion of dis-
connection, rare interludes when executives could plead tech-
disabled ‘5™ 2 ils unsent, calls ed.
It was a socially and professionally acceptable pause, a limi-
nal space between departu.reand arrlval No compdmes went
intored b into

The argument for alrborne internet is efficiency. Why waste
6hrsbetween Delhiand London when deals can bestruckmid-
air? But productivity gains are marginal,
while costs — psychological and cultural
—are profound. The enforced break of a
flight is restorative. It's therare chance to
think without notification, reboot, and
recall thatlife is not merely a sequence of
meetings. For international business-
class travellers, especially those in first
class, Wi-Fi-less hours are not a depnvanon, hut a privilege
thatcomeswiththegl f hush-
ed privacy. These individuals are the most relentlessly con-
nected. A long-haul flight offers the only legitimate excuse to
‘vanish’ without guilt. Wi-Fi can only undermine this much-
deserved experience.

Airlines tout connectivity as progress. In truth, it's annexa-
tionof yetanother frontier by the more manufactured aspects
of work. Skies should remain a refuge. Business travellers, of
all people, deserve the luxury of beingunreachableat35,000ft.
In fact, airlines should sell their passengers being temporari-
vices.
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'JUST IN JEST

Qur roads may be killers, but they
canjolly well resurrect, too

Pothole Thickens With
A Modern Lazarus

LPG shortages highlight import risks, and show why India must scale ethanol for cooking

Meet Up Witha New Flame

y teries are running out of

2 cooking gas. Indian Hotel

1 || &Restaurant Association
S WL (AHAR)says20% of estab-
lishments in Mumbai have shut due
to disrupted commercial LPG supp-
Iy, warning that closures could reach
50% if the shortage continues. In
Delhi-NCR, commercial cylinders
are reportedly selling on the black

‘market for up to¥1,500.

The crunch, of course, stems from
the US-Israel waragainst Iranand the
ensuing conflict in West Asia that has
disrupted tankermovemem through
n‘r‘nul 85-90% of

T ‘\rt estaurants, hotels and ea-

Isitoil?Is it coal? No, it's Ethanoiman!

To sustain LPG usage among the
poorest, Gol has commmed 312,000

gets. Tk uctu-
re to produce, store and
move ethanol across In-

erinPMUY! 025-26,and

India’s LPG imports. Domestic LPG
prices haverisen by %0inaweek, pus-
hinga14.2 kg cylinder in Delhi to 913,
the highest since August 2023.

With 62% of domestic LPG de-
mand met through imports, this dis-
ruption was always a matter of
‘when, not if. The crisis in commerci-
alkitchens, however, isonly thevisib-
le tip of the iceberg. India’s cooking
fuel vulnerability runsfar deeper:

India has made progress under
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana

an additional 30,000 c)
in compensation to IOCL, BPCL and
HPCL for under-recoveries on do-
mestic LPG sales. This is the fiscal
cost of a system structurally depen-
denton imported fuel.

While India scrambles to secure
LPG supply, its ethanol distilleries
are operating below full capacity. In-
dia’s ethanol production capacity
has grown to 1,822 cr litres, suppor-
ted by about 500 distilleries nation-
wide. The E20 blending programme
requires 1,016 cr litres annually, lea-

(PMUY), connecting ving a sub-
3299 cr hou to stantial sur-
LPG, including 10.33 cr s, the 913-a- plus available
subsidised connections. cylinder price —613 for for other app-
Yet, universal clean coo-  PMUY beneficiaries—pushes  lications.

king remains elusive.  Jow-income households back Critically,
About 500 mn people — to firewood and dung, cookingappli-

nearly 40% of the popu-
lation —rely on biomass
fuels. Household air pol-
lution from these fuels
contributes to an esti-

mated 1.2 mn prematu-

redeathsannually Even
within LPG-connected
households, the 913-a-cy-

linder price — 613 for
PMUY beneficiaries — pus-
hes low-income households
back to firewood and dung,

particularly in rural areas

particularly inrural areas

cations don’t

require an-
hydrous fuel-grade
ethanol at 99.9%
purity. 90-95% pu-
rity suffices,
which lowers both

constrained, offgrid envjrunments
States are in active

THE SPEAKING TREE

about district-level pilots, with exis-
ting inter-state ethanol logistics. For
example, Karnataka alone has an in-
stalled capacity of 270 cr litres, provi-
dingaready supply chain.

UN's Food and Agriculture Orga-
nisation’s (FAO) Global Bioenergy

Secret
Giving

Partnership (GBEP) has documen- NAJBSHAR
ted bioethanol clean-cooking pro- Weare inamonth when adher-
grammes. Validated pilots in Ethio- entsof several religiousfaiths are
pia and Mozambique — both resour- fasting— Christians observmg
ce-constrained with high biomass Lent, Muslims: Ramzan,
dependence — have demonstrated and Baha'isobserving the Nine-
that ethanol cooking is technically teen-Day fast. Fasting issaid to
vxahle socially d repli- , il
hies. In- ‘hungerand the need
dia, withitsfar larger d]sullerv base, togiveincharity

superior logistics infrast-
ructure and existing poli-
cy frameworks, is better
positioned than any of
these countries to deploy et-
hanol cooking at nationalscale.
India’sethanol ecosys-

Ethanol burns
dia XiSts. temhasmatured. Butthe
Ethanol burns clean- e‘anw'.rrgg"d"g policy framework has
ly producing primarily primarily CO:an not kept pace. Two speci-
and water vapour, Water vapour, ficsteps are needed:
with zero PM:;, and neg- withzero PMzs, ® Gol should designate
ligible toxic and i as an appro-

compared to biomass.
Centre for Science and
Environment estimates
thathousehold cookingemissions in
India exceed 350 mn tonnes of CO:
ly, surpassing the entire
transport sector: Ethanol clean coo-
kingdirectly addressesthisatscale.
India’s 4.5 mn street food vendors
represent a compelling entry point
for ethanol cooking deployment.
These vendors operate in public spa-
ces where LPG use is often restricted

toxicemissions
compared to
biomass

ved cooking fuel under
PMUY, enabling its in-
tegration into the exist-
ing subsidy and distri-
butionarchitecture.
® 3 state-level pilots should be com-
missioned, drawing on existing dis-
tillery capacity, oil marketing com-
panies (OMC) distribution netwo-
rks, and stove technology validated
atscale.

The fiscal arithmetic is unambi-
guous. Sustaining LPG import de-

risk. Ethanol stoves
carry nosuchrisk. Transitioning1.1-
1.3 mn urban vendors from biomass
or kerosene to ethanol could reduce
3-4mn tonnes of CO:annually, while
materially improving occupational

62% costs over42,000cr
annually in subsidies and under-re-
coveries. It leaves India structurally
itical shocks, asthe

Giving teaches us compassion
and empathy; studies have shown
that givingactivates ‘good feelings’,
a‘warmglow’ effect. Givingalso
teachesushumility Thereisahea-
rt-touching incident, perhaps apo-
cryphal, of saint-poet Tulsidas,
‘who, intrigued with his poet-phi-
losopher friend Rahim's habit of
giving: ith hiseyes castdo-
‘wn, asks him why he was doing
s0.Rahimreplied with amuch-
loved doha: ‘Denhar koiaur hal.
bhejejodin rain, log bharam ham-
par karein, tose neechenain’ —
the Giver is someone else, giving
day and night; world hasamiscon-
ception that Tam the giver, soTlow-
ermy eyes in embarrassment.

‘The Jewish tradition talks of elg
ht degrees of giving, from giving

‘begrudgingly to giving anonymo-
usly The Quran recommends
secretgivingsinceitprotectsthe
recipient’s dignity and prevents
arrogance. Jesus warned against
“‘sounding the trumpet’. The high-
estpunya, as per the Hindu tradi-
tlon,lsguptdaan charity giv-

exposed "The Sikh tradi-
current West Asian crisis has de- unn emphasises that every dona-
monstrated. Bioethanol cooking is tion given in the golak (donation

notar for LPG It'lsado

healthand food safety
The technology is ready, and its ef-
fectiveness is not untested. HI’CLami

mestically produced, imj
pendent complement that Lndxas
today.

IITGuwahati
Lfuclled

and the barrier to
scaling. Diverting about
250 cr litres toward cooking
‘would serve nearly 20 mn ho-
useholds without compro-
mising E20 blending tar-

, and HPCL has
announced plans for ethanol ATMsat
retail outlets to enable household re-
fills. A pilot in the Sundarbans tested

The capacnv exists. The technolo-
gyexists. Thecrisistojustify urgency
isonevery ﬁ‘onlpagethls week. What
isneeded now isa policy decision.

ethanol
tirely dependent on forest wood, de-
monstrating viability in resource-

Theuwriter is convenor, Bivethanol
Clean Cooking Alliance (BCCA)

ChatGPT

SHAIRI

OF THE DAY

There once was a vendor
whom you'd see,

In 2024, total oil transported through the Strait was around 20 m
barrels per day (bpd), or 25% of global seaborne oil trade. Crude oil and
condensate account for 14 m bpd and petroleum products for 6 m bpd.

Hormuz Disruptions

The Strait of Hormuz is one of the world's most critical maritime

chokepoaints, carrying around a quarter of global seaborne oil trade and
significant volumes of liquefied natural
military escalation in the region has disrupted shipping flows through
this narrow passage. The resulting ripple
affecting energy markets, maritime transport and global supply chains.

gas and fertilizers. The ongoing

box) must ensure anonymity.

The worldneedsa helpinghand.
Andif you can dosoanonymous-
Iy, somuch better:

Chat Room I

War Game: Only
Snakes, No Ladders

go far beyond the region,

Share of global b: flows

‘Cash is so last decade — during the y on Feb 28

no can do, ji!
B e Crude il 38%
Bring cylinders, please, .
il payiin g Liquefied petroleum gas 29 129
for your cheez, Liguefied naturalgas 19 orat number of daily
And your EMIsin Refined il products 19 ship transits through
full LPG. Strait of Hormuz
Chemicals, including fertilizers (Avg 1-27 Feb)
oo =
Container
—

i March 7
Drybulk, including grains transits

Source: UNCTAD

Loot lo, loot lo!

urbo Charglng FTAsS®

Plyush Doshi &
Swagato Ganguly
I

‘Hammer blows to the multilateral
trading system have ushered inanew
world towhich India is swiftly respon-
d.\ng itsearlier: mpu(auon
for protecti and tr
Tthassignedaraftof FTAs, culmina-
tingrecently in the ‘mother of all
deals’ with the EU. It'salsoreached an
mten.m agreement’ with the US,

We'r lingand our public wor-

br punitive tariffs, but
1 itting India

ks. We curse blame engi and
and question the wisdom of anyone who thought these ro-
ads were meant for 21*-c. vehicles. We may have been too
harsh and misunds d theirtr ius: the multipur-

designof our flyovers. And here's why. A 50-
yr-old woman declared brain-dead in Bareilly was bemg
transported hometoPilibhit, when

reduce tariffs onall US industrial
goodsand agricultural ones.

Greater Opennessr: -aises the econo-
micst: , giving rise to opportunity
as well asrisk. Being competitive is of
existential importance for India Inc
and theeconomy. If we can maxim ise

in hit a lunar-level crater on the highway. While the pas-
sengers were likely cursing the pothole, the jolt did some-
thing unexpected: resurrect the ‘dead’. Upon impact, the
brain-dead woman began breathmg again — achieving
whatdoctorsand could not.

‘What we have isamodern desitakeon Mary Shelley’s1818

thit tunity an
this can be another 1991' nmmeut
Exports are essential for India’s
growth, and FTAsareessential fora
competitive shot at exports. A belief
that India can’t compete with other
nations has cost it years of economic
growth. While it will still not beable to
win inallsectors, itneeds to believe

novel, F whereDr Victor Fr in injects
a ‘spark of being’ into a patchwork body to hrmg it to life.
Laterfilm ions, of course, dramatised

with crackling electric ines jolting lifeless flesh into
motion. If Frankenstein were around today, he probably
would sKip the lab theatrics and head straight for Indian
roads and hxghways Why fuss witha galvamc apparatus

whena: laced pothol
fe-: afﬁrmmgjolt" Shelley s novel's subtitle, *‘The Modern
with‘T nLazarus’.

thatit few. Overall,
India must target some ‘FTA scale-
plays’ where it can win.

P Pick winners Rather than spread-
ingitself too thin, India should pick
57lines where it can be among the top
3suppliers into partner markets —
say, textiles-garments, chemicals,
auto components, pharma, elec-
tronics assembly and processed foods.
Itshould then streamlineall elements
that will make these sectors runsmo-

\STEPUP TO
THE PLATE

DC ‘WeHaveaProblem’

Bell Curves =RPrasad oy eeana St (i . chams

' achangein
ideol nl theclock:

PECOLONISATION e vt Viotnt b s

vivesanctions, drones and assas-
sinations; they often grow tough-
er in theruins left behind. The
Taliban'sreturnand Iran’s stay-
ingpower show that movements
rooted in grievance and absolu-
tism can outlastany onemanin
power If Washingtonand itsal-
lies truly want lasting security,
they must confront the stories,
fearsand injustices that feed the-
semovements, instead of just
hunting their figureheads. The
questions we still can't answer
— why young people choose mi-
litias, why martyrdom appeals
more than compromise — shou-
1d be opened up toresearchand
debate, not buried under bombs.
Gaurav Modak

Mumbai

Streamline Fuel
Availability

Thisrefersto thenewsreport,
‘Gas Supply for Homes, Vehicles
Gets Primacy’ (Mar 11). Gol must

enforce Essential Commodities
labs, credit and logistics corridors. logistics and paperwork digitisation, Sepllme Act1955to control, supply and
1If Indiaisstillnotable tocompetein ~ These shave costs for every sector monitordistribution of LPGcy-
certain sec\ols despitealabour-cost wnhoul plemg winners, Paris lindersamid the scarcity onac-
f over10x with h use Vlemam as ns Paris’ dining scene has been countof theon-
countries it hasmcently s!gnechTAs nd a ‘newres- going conflictin
with, then tthose  Thisc: sume ‘hard refc\ ms to taurants that respect culinary West Asia. Gol
sectors should not be: Rat- br i i 3 should priori-
her, Indian consumersand producers ~ stance, in power;, land and. cap)tzll — dnmuwixhirmwrenm Few tise supply of
should have access to the best pro- going beyond the I uit isspirit bet- LPGeylinders
ducts, raw materialsand capnal goods thathasalready been pxcked ter than Septime, where chef to the vulnera-
at globally competitive prices. Vietnam?: ssecret sauce is pol\cy Bertrand Grébaut and his team ble and needy,
The biggest hidden risk in liberalis: and cook witha confidence that is andask therest
tionand ing it: through  pluggingir y . India playful, vet deeply i fuel wherever
FTAsistr: i from must of thisand focus on focused. availablie. We witnessed asimi-
country like China viathe FTA route. Lhe ‘boring ﬁmdamenlals stableand Located on Rue de Charonne, lar: srtuauonwhen Covld vaocme
China does enjoy cost advantages over nahsed tariff po].\cy fastrefunds, thy i wasi
India in most categories, i in d industri- ern Parisian cool. Its loft-like ceeded supply, but the crisis was
many cases through mercantilist al clusterslinked to ports/air cargo. space, with wooden tables and managed with precision. That
methods such as overcapacity and » Survival kit for firms Cheapercapi-  exposed metal rafters, feels success needs to be replicated now.
dumping. Inthis case, India’sfirstline tal, areliable power supplyatcompeti-  bothindustrial and elegant. SNKabra
of defence must be data-led rules-of- tiverates, scaleand necessary Service i yetrelax- Mumbai
origin verification, risk scoringand skills. The practical package isalow- ed, though get-
penalties. Otherwise, tariff cutswill ~ ercostof credit for exporters, faster - tingatablereq- PU" OUt N ani's
become ‘China Plus One’ via FTA. GSTrefunds, easier availability of uires patience .
» Reduce costs For Indiatofireonall  land and permits inexport clusters, — reservations Reci pe Book
cylinders of competitiveness, itmust  and workforce skilling tied to specific } typically disap-
alsodoeverything possible to bring product lines, so that firms can scale Pear we in Apropos ‘Chef’s Special: Cook
down inputand factor costsforall before tariff walls come down fully. % advanceandare Less, Conserve More’ by Ratna
sectors. In that sense, improved in- India has thoughtfully negotiated Chatur-
frastructure, logistics and trade import tariffs that fall over time, sively online. vedi (Mar11), India has a rich culi-
facilitation can be India’s top export instead of allatonce. Buttimeis Gmbaumamed under Alain nary heritage, built on wisdom
subsidy (with theadditionaladvanta- ~ short. Thisintervalneedstobelevera-  Passardat Arpéege, and that passed down throngh generati-
geof being WTO-compliant). Think ged tothehilt for Indian industry to ha(kglmndshum ml'usmeu ons. Therising LPG prices and
rapid pert turnaround, reduced emerge fighting fit. energy shor i
customs dwell time, advanced inland India’smanufacturing has been ty The menu shifts constant- togo back to ourroots. Our tra-
stuckat around 1617% of GDE and its Iy reflecting what is season’s ditional no-cooking methods —
shareof glnhalmanufacnu ingis freshest. A chilled velouté of sprouting, fermenting, blending
around 2.8% dia has almost green i i and raw assembly — offer nutri-
20% of the world’s workforce. This arisianpre- i i
leaves close to half of its workforce fmnoefa\ subﬂety whilethe pulses, fermented. da].ry soaked
trapped in less-productive agriculture. belly freshfiu t
Recent trade deals provide India with wn.h carrot purée isrich, bal- combinations, These techmqu
the opportunity tobreak out of this executed. nutrient
vicious cycleand triggera virtuousone Fordessert, Jjuststick totwo while preserving essential vita-
— provided it grabs this opportunity slices of perfectly ripe French mins, offering wholesome meals,
‘with both hands. Hopefully, the trade cheese: amelting Reblochon proving that sometimes the futu-
deals themselves will provide the impe- anda pungent tomme. Their reof food lies in the past.
msWeneedtugetm:sngh&.Because purity Koyana Sharma
halfway available. i —great ingredi- Byemail
ntsw d with care

othly: regulation: testing
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> A thought for today
If you destroy a free market,
you create a black market
WINSTON CHURCHILL

On All Cylinders

Stopping LPG black market requires commercial
supply restoration, market pricing distributor audits
Ofﬁcially, there’s no shortage of LPG. Anecdotally, cylinders

are selling for twice the official price. That means we have a

black market in gas now. This is not surprising when LPG
supply to commercial kitchens has been curbed. There’s logic behind
govt'sorder: until Strait of Hormuzreopens, or enoughnew suppliers
are found, India’s gas stock must meet essential needs first. But as
wesaid yesterday, commercial kitchens are just as “essential” ashome
kitchens now. They employ lakhs and feed crores daily. If they can’t
get gas legally, other means will arise. Gas meant for homes will get
diverted-illegally - creating problems all round.

Administrators should know this. As a nation, we grew up on
shortagesand black markets of all types. In1970s, parents hooked LPG
connections for daughters at birth, and Bajaj scooters too. Because
delivery took years. Rice, sugar kerosene, cooking oil, everything
was rationed till 1990s, and rations
were sold at open market prices.
That was common knowledge. Why
do we have a1970s situation in 2026?
Supply shock is only half theanswer.
The bigger reason is disruption
of free market. There’s a reduced
stock of gas, and a large, desperate
commercial sector that can’t get any. Ergo, black market.

A cold-hearted economist would let gas find its right price. But
govt can’t be cold-hearted. It can’t ask poor domestic consumers to
pay 400 or 500 more per refill. The market is less squeamish. It
sees a gap, and demands a “scarcity premium”. But this is risky
work. Gas distributors and their agents face stiff penalties, if
caught. So they demand a “risk premium™ as well. Effectively, LPG
endsup costingmore in the black marketthan it would in the “white
market”, if govtletdemand and supply determine price.

Irony is, the harder govt cracks down, the higher black market’s
risk premium will shoot. But if it doesn’t crack down, it risks
normalising the black market itself. So, here’s what it must do.
One, increase LPG production and purchase. Two, bite the bullet on
gas price. It's not diesel. and won't stoke inflation the same way.
Three, audit distributors and ask marketing firms to start online
dashboards showing real-time stock at the gas agency level.
Transparency is the best fix for anything black. Higher prices
may be politically unpalatable, but at least the money will flow
to PSU companies, who can buy more gas with it. It's a better
outcome than enriching middlemen.

The I In Individual

Our liberties make us & society stronger. Groupthink
doesn't. But state & even some courts don’t get it

arish Ranahasbeen in a vegetative state for 13 years. All this

while, his parents have loved him, cared for him. For years,

they have also pleaded for permission to withdraw the tubes
clinically feeding him. Yesterday, the Supreme Court finally came
through for them. Remember, the court had ruled the right to die
with dignity, as being folded within the right to live with dignity, in
2011, and again in 2018. That didn't save Rana’s parents, from running
around the medical and judicial establishments, exhaustingly. It
was their choice—-but they had to wait 13 years to exercise it.

Look around at our turbulent world, and you see that many
countries are not big on individual freedoms. India is different. Its
Constitution, written by a people emerging from

colonial subjugation, acutely conscious of what

the denial of freedom meant in practice,
committed to a transformative agenda. And
placed the individual citizen at the nation’s
core, rather than traditional hierarchies.
But too often, practice falls tragically short of
theory. Theoretically, an adult is free to love any
otheradultof theirchoice. Inreality, khap panchayats,
‘love jihad’ laws, ‘honour’ killings, and countless busybodies, won't
let lovers be. Likewise, a woman’s bodily autonomy is strong on
paper. But in reality, hostile doctors and judges can vamoose her
right to abortion. Even something as basic as what food a person
chooses to eat, can be restricted by govt fiat or mob fury.

In the two fast & furious centuries since John Stuart Mill and
Harriet Taylor Mill's seminal text, On Liberty, was published,
several weaknesses have been exposed m it. But this insight has
held firm and true - that freedom of is indispensable not
just to make great thinkers, but also to enable average persons to
become the best that they can be. If citizens cannot reach their
potential, neither can the nation. If they cannot live in accordance
with choices they make for themselves, is it even their own life?
Often, the tyrant alone is portrayed as the enemy of liberty. But,
suffocative public opinion does the job just as well.

Iran, Persia, and me

‘Epic Fury’ could learn from our real epic
Bachi Karkaria

N,

How dowe, Parsis, react to the insanity centred on our original
motherland? Obviously, we never supported the regressive
regime that in 1979 replaced our beloved Mohammad Reza
Shah Pahlavi. Arre, so what if he used his own secret police,
SAVAK, to khatam karo his opponents, almost as brutally as
his successors did? Claiming he was descended from Persia’s
Zoruasmau emperors, Cyrus the Great, etc, didn’thealsoencourage young Parsis
toreturn to the , which 1,000 years ago, to save our
sacred jarthosti dharam, and not get forcibly converted to newfangled Islam?

Of course, we condemned Khamenei, who tortured and killed his people —
who were once our people, no? But Trump’s MAGAlomanic attack crossed
alllimits. Saala, hadd thayi gayi.

e called it ‘Epic Fury’. Well, boss, let us tell you about our

Persian epic, famed ages before your America was even named. The

) Shahnameh’s most poignant story shows war’s unexpected, and

< inestimable, price. Legendary warrior, Rustom, goes off to serial

] hames leaving behind a pregnant Tahmina and an amulet,

r | saying, “If it'saboy, bind it upon him in token of his father: Itis,

erl’atl( a and she does, naming him Sohrab.

_ Decades later, in Iran-Turan war, the two are unknowingly

locked inmortal ibat. Rustom fatally -ab, who warns him that ‘my

father will seek you out, even if you hide high as a star in the sky, or deep in the

belly nf the earth’. Inmgued Rustom demands ‘Who is your mother, and what's
your i ion? Thed; I mrevea] the jewel.

America’s RIL Deal, India’s Real Deal

The project is geopolitical leverage for New Delhi. It fits into GOI's smart transactional approach: invest
in US, buy Russian oil, clear Chinese FDI, talk to Iran, be pals with Israel. Be quided by ROI, not emotion

Somnath Mukherjee

“Buy when there’s blood in the streets,
even if the blood is your own.” That
s gem is credited to Baron Nathan
Rothschild, amember of the legendary,

of over 21. Such high NCI reflects the ability to process
heavy sour crude (of the sort found in Venezuela,
among other places).

Thisi: tion decades,
and it’s precisely the skillset that US is missing (all of
USrefiningoperations are today predicated on refining

formany ingupnew ing
capacity. Because global manufacturing supply chains
are predominantly centred around China.

Last week, the media made much out of US carving
out a “30-day sanction waiver” for India’s Russian oil
imports. Butdatatellsadifferent story India had imported

eponymous banking family. And that lightsweetcrude). SuchaprojecthelpsUSbuild critical — over20% of itsmonthly crude from Russia in Feb, before

wasn't just a smart quip. He lived by

it. The Baron invested while the Battle of Waterloo

was raging. He proﬂted handsomely after the war
Nor is Waterloo a unique case in history.

Geopol.mcal upheavals have mva.r\ably thrown up

supply capabilities, precisely in an area most under
disruption today, due to the war in Persian Gulf.

For India, such an investment, by an I.nd.lan company,
builds thereciprocity quotient ‘rumpian

deal-making. A large Indian- owned reﬁ.narv in Amenca

(and losers). WW2, the most

“tariff i " today, ingto

geopolmcal event known to mankind, allowed US to
overcome a biting depression, and I

emerge as the pre-eminent world
power: [talsoallowed USSR torecover
very quickly, from the extensive
destruction it suffered, and emerge
as a peer-competitor to US. The
ensuing Cold War threw up several
winners — most of East Asia as
economic powers, and finally
emergence of China, as a near-
peer geopolitical rival to US.

As the world adjusts, somewhat
violentlyat times, toanew geopolitical
construct, there is literally blood
in the streets (and some, though
not yet a massive amount, in the
markets). While India confronts, and
adjusts to, day-to-day emergencies
thrown up by moment. it is important.
‘weremainalive toopportunities such
upheavals invariably throw up.

It'searlydays yet,and socialmedia
chatter threatens to overwhelm reasoned narratives these
days, but itlooksasif Indiais playingthenew “great game”,
withacertainlevel of aplomb.

Yesterday, Trump took to Truth Social to announce
a large petroleum refinery, the first greenfield refinery
in US in 50 years, with a $300bn investment by Reliance
Industries. While actual scale and timelines of such
projects are hidden below political headlines, it's an
interesting development.

Details are scanty yet. But, at a proforma level, it
seemslikea win-win. RIL runs perhaps the world's most
complexrefineryoperation, with its Jamnagar refinery
complex possessing a Nelson Complexity Index (NCI)

yield geopolitical leveragelong aﬂel Trumpis gone.

Yes, RIL is a private enterprise. But, globally, large
private corporations are often considered to be an
extension of the state. There’s likely to have been enough
back-channel official nudges and encouragement, given
the deal’s size and importance.

any US ‘waiver’. India had, earlier, continued to buy

it Russi il, for it i
feasible. partialscale-back,
atradeagreement with America.

Go back sljghtly earlier: On Jan 19, the entire UAE
royal family was in Delhi, on a state visit. Modi was in
Israel on a state visit on Feb 25. Iran’s junior foreign
minister was hosted in New Delhi,
during the semi-official Raisina
Dialogue. Three Iranian naval
ships caught out in Indian Ocean
were offered refuge (one, unfort-
unately, didn’t make it to a port
on time, but the other two did).
All of these are illustrative, of an
approach different to traditional
policy. That’s why GOl has refrained,
sofar, from issuing moral judgements
onthe Iran conflict.

India’s keeping lines open with
all sides. Choosing to tilt, when
a side seems to be the winner,
choosing not to speak out loudly,
when self-interests are not at play.
India’s guiding principle is, judge the
transactionon offer. Don’t go by some
= abstract philosophy, or friendship,
oragreater principle.

This isa classic financial trader’s
strategy, apleed to statecraft - hedging where necessary,
taking exposure where there is an opportunity, cutting

Aboveall, diversifyi ively, with
noemotional commitment to any position.

This is elite level policymaking, in a disturbed

This isn’t a one-off. The Trump-RIL announcement is  world. Of course, that’snotenough by itself. Hard power
part of a series of similarly interesting GOI decisions, taken needs to be built up, and that requires different kinds
inrecent weeks. On Tuesday, rules for FDIoriginatingfrom  of state interventions.

China were changed. Reversing a decision taken in 2020,
in the aftermath of Galwan, these revised rules make it
easier for Chinese companies to invest inIndia.

This is expected to ease the flow of technology and

But, such smart statecraft is a necessary condition
for India, if it wants to capture opportunities emerging
outof global disruptions.

The writer is Chief Investment Officer of an asset and

1t m.

capital from China. Te hasb

Chinese Checkers & Trump’s Iran War

Beijing doesn’t necessarily want an Iranian victory. Ideally, it would like the conflict to drain US
resources, preserve a weakened Tehran regime, and protect Chinese regional economic interests

Anushka Saxena

In the prevailing logic of great power
competition, Iran seems to have a
valuable function for China. For every
dollar USspends, defending commercial
shippinglanes in Red Sea, from Houthi
anti-shipmissiles, and for every multi-
billion-dollar carrier strike group tethered to Persian
Gulf, to deter Iranian aggression, there’s resource
unavailable for deployment in Indo-Pacific.
‘gue, Beijing i il ing
a quagmire for US. The deeper insight is this: China is
free-ridingon USmilitary’s provision of security in Persian
Gulf and Red Sea, securing Beijing's sea trade with Gulf
countries, but it's doing just enough to keep Washington’s
resources bogged down. Covert support for Houthis, or
Iran'sIRGC, isan exampleof thelatter:
Thisgeopolitical calculus, however: has d.\suncthmns

In Iran’s leadership structure, as it stands today,
Ali Larijani seems to have emerged as a central figure.
Reinstated as secretary of Supreme National Security
Council, Larijani is the primary architect of the Iran-
China relationship, having championed the 25-Year
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. But there's
no official confirmation on whether China’s foreign
minister, Wang Yi, and Larijani have had consultations.
Wang has reiterated China’s support to Iran’s foreign
minister, Abbas Araghchi.

Goingforward, if and when the conflictenters
a protracted phase, China’s playbook is
likely to be that of business over
bullets. Beijing will, rigorously,
avoid direct military
confrontationwith US.
It will utilise the crisis
to deepen Tehran's
dependence on it
while,

China’s grand strategy in West

Beijing's commercial relations with Gulf states, and
even Israel, are more lucrative than its ties to Iran.
The current war directly hinders this balancing.
Iran’s retaliatory strikes against Guif. for example,
endanger Imn Chinese expats in West Asia, $50bn-plus
investment in regional BRI infra, and the broader
stability of global energy markets. So, Chinaisstuck in
aloop, where it both applauds Tehran’s firm response,
but also sees the damage it can cause.

The near-closure of Strait of Hormuz - imposed in
part by Iran itself - risks triggering a global oil
shock, with consequences for the Chinese economy.
Thisistrue, evenif, asrumourhasit, theStrait remains
open for Chinese vessels. 20% of the world’s total oil
trade, and much of China’s oil imports coming in
from West Asia, transit through the Strait. If suppliers
refuse to insure ships, and warring part\es 1gnone

attempting to contain
the conflict’'s scope
andspread.

On the diplomatic
front, it's likely to
leverage its institutional
weight within UNSC,
SCO, or even the
expanded Brics, to
construct a diplomatic
firewallfor Tehran,

China couldalsoveto, orabstain,
from any UN resolutions seeking to
impose new international legal mandates,
orChapter VIlauthorisations, against Tehran.
Its foreign affairs corps will - as they already
are— 1y frame the US-Israeli asan

sa.fen of commercial shipping, the it;
isnotguaranteed for anyone.

Hence, while Beijing benefits from US-Iran friction, the
current conflict may not be servingits best interests.

Beijing's language around the need to “prevent
the spread and spillover” of conflict, and its latest
decision to appoint a ‘special envoy’ for ‘Mediation in
Middle East’, are notable.

illegal, war of aggression, that blatantly
violates UN Charter, while portraying China as a
“responsible major power”.

In the military domain, China will

costsof USoperations, withoutecrossing the threshold
of direct belligerency.

Perhaps, the clandestine transfer of CM-302 -
supersonic anti-ship cruise missiles that, per Reuters,
Iran was looking to acquire before outbreak of war -
will be accelerated, and covert logistical pipelines
will be established, to deliver kamikaze drones and
MANPADS, necessary for Iran to rapidly repair and

replenish itsinventory.

These are defence transfers China has not
just refrained from commenting upon, but
whoseexistence it hasactively refuted.
Economically, China will most
likely utilise the crisis to
capitalise on Iran’s need
for revenue, to fund
its war effort. This
could include Beijing
seeking even more
favourable,  deeply
discounted, long-term
contracts for Iranian
crude oil. It may also
be that, as we speak,
Beijing is exerting
pressure on Larijani,
the TRGC command,
and even some open
ears in Trump's
administration, toensure
safe passage in Hormuz.
Finally, on the nuclear front,
China will strongly oppose any
Iranian move towards rapid enrichment
and armament. Beijing recognises that if
Tehran goes nuclear, there will be more West
Asian conflicts. Ultimately, China’s objective would
not, necessarily, be to ensure decisive Iranian military
gainsagainst US and Israel.

Beijing's best case ;cenarm is either a draining

T oan cessation of hostilities,

refrain from defending Iran, or establishing formal
defence ties. Doing so would invite US secondary
sanctions. Instead, China will employ a strategy of
indirect military augmentation, designed to raise

provided either option preserves the Iranian regime,
preferably weaker and more beholden to China.

The writer is a staff research analyst with Takshashila
Institution

Calvin & Hobbes

LOOK OUT THE WINDOW ./
IT'S SNOWING! THERE

B MORNWG, I'lL BET

MUST BE ALMOST
HALE AN INCH

SCHOOLS WILL

THERE'S TONS OF SNOW ./
DO YO THINK. THE

Wt Oap sty st i

I WONDER HOW A CRABBY
GUY LIKE HIM GOT TO BE
SUPERINTENDENT

Sacredspace

asoldierisimprisoned
by the enemy. don'twe

§ Cscapes.. lh\c\uluc
* the freedomof mind

partisans of liberty, thenit's our plain
duty to escape, and to take asmany
peoplewithus aswe can!

JRR Tolkien

Aspire For And Curate The Great Escape

Narayani Ganesh

ow can you sleep sosoundly when
Hmy business has crashed and iam

worriedsick. yelled a husband at
his spouse, who was trying to ‘escape’
into oblivion. Apart from the fact that
sheneeded torestand get energised
tofunction the nextday bothather
‘workplace and home, shutting out the
worldand tosleep

—afilmthemed on gang warfare, terrorist

mgetawayfromperslstem feelings of

i
to obs their diametrically opposite
reactions, “Shut it,shut it,” pleaded

the oldest, “why wa(ch allthis gore and

sadness.” Youmay
wish toescape family pressures, a cloying
relationship, workplace stress, alooming
pandemic, imminent war, worldwide

vialence? Don't hof these
inourlives? Let's watch a happy,

romantic, Christmassy movie!” e

Theother, glued to the screen,
pm!ested “HEV don’f lchange
h

sheneeded, to wriggle free of gloom.
Every one of usfound some way or
other to survive the pandemic-induced

Or; takethat hero. T h,don't imagi today's

. either by catchingup on

Shah Faredoon, who was anointed Athwwan (the for overthrowing
ous Zohak. or Iran, America is the ‘Great Satan’.
Asforthecritical shlppmglane, ‘Hormuz’ or ‘Ohrmazd’ is the Pahlavi word
for our Supreme Being, Ahura Mazda'. In Avestan Persian, it meant Lord of
‘Wisdom, acommeodity dangerously lacking in both power-blinded parties.
ek

Alec Smart said: “War is school for thought. But in war, there’s little
thought forschools.®”

writing, gettmgenter(amed
by OTT channels, lear: nmga new craﬂ

shorta f essential items -anything
that disturbs you, in the ‘real’ world.
Itfollows, therefore, that in order
mescape~ oneneeds tosuspend
7, disbelief and enter the world of

1, it is so gripping, % fantasy Fall down into arabbit
these things really happcned, holeas Alice in Wonderland did.
youknow!"” While one Find anescape chute.
soughttoescape ‘reality’, 7 e o n This brings us tomore
theother wanted to THE SPEAKING TREE ions, what
experienceit, vi isrealand whal isunreal?
What Bmeanlbyﬁcaplsm"One Isthereality

orskill, or simply fr

virtually. Escapism, yes, but it was

necessary to help us tide over external

world realities that were ‘killing' us.
Watching the recently released film

Dhurandhar with twoof my older sisters

isthat “escapism ismental
diversion from unpleasant aspects of
daily life. Escapism also may be used in
relation toactivities involving imagination
orentertainment. Escapism may refer
to things that one does to occupy oneself

anythingfor the famed teacher, Diogenes
replied: “Only stand out of my light.”
Idon’tsuppose he meant itasarude
mmark he was merely: staung afact, also

for letting ience
thelr innerlight that issometimes
obstructed by others, and often, by the
individual himself. Can youstand aside
and let yourself get illumined without
having toresort to‘escapism'?

Thereare two kinds of escapism.
One, escaping from the material world
of disturbing reality. The other escape
is what we could call the Great Escape -
bleaki.ngfree of shackles, including
escaping from rea]xtv ~thatpreventus
from findi

real? Is our mode of escapism, real? Arewe
running away from harsh truths instead
of facing those challenges? Are we in hiding,
avoiding anything distasteful?

When Alexander the Great visited
Diogenesand asked whether he could do

iencing
the inner you that canshinealightona
beautiful path that can take you on an
incredible journey to the Self - the ultimate
therapy. the ultimaterelease. You can
curate your own Great Escape.
ganeshnarayanitayahoo.com
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Save children from
toxic social media

easonable restrictions on social media ac-
cess are an idea whose time has come. Na-
tions need to start honest conversations on
how to curb the harmful effects of digital ad-
diction, particularly among teenagers and young
adults. For policymakers in a country like India, this
new-age affliction presents a complex challenge with
no legal compass to guide them. Now, two politically
divergent southern States —Andhra Pradesh and Kar-
nataka — have taken the lead and set a policy tem-
plate for others to follow. They have announced plans
to ban social media use for children below the age of
16, citing concerns over digital addiction, mental
health and cyberbullying. Generally, a blanket ban on
any social practice is not desirable and, in some cases,
could prove counterproductive. However, there is a
strong case for raising guardrails to protect children
from becoming victims of screen addiction and cyber-
crime. The exponentially growing social media is like
a double-edged sword. On the one hand, the penetra-
tion of the internet and smartphones has democra-
tised the flow of information; on the other, it has
spawned a dangerous trend of spreading cyber of-
fences. Cyberbullying, digital
addiction and mental illness
are the worst nightmares for
parents of teenage children.
Safeguarding their kids from
the potential harms of social
media platforms is one of the
biggest challenges parents
face today. “Where and how
to draw the line?” is the typi-
cal dilemma for present-day
parents, fretting over their
wards fiddling with mobile phones all the time.
Underage children constantly glued to their mobile
screens — sucked into algorithm-driven platforms
such as Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok, X
and YouTube — run the risk of becoming discon-
nected from the real world and socially awkward.
Moreover, the online world is a minefield of danger-
ous allurement. At a time when social media has be-
come an integral part of our lives, parents around the
world constantly worry about how to shield their
children from the risks associated with these plat-
forms until they are mature enough to navigate them
responsibly. Australia has become the first country in
the world to come up with a solution, though a radical

AP, Karnataka
have set a policy
template for
other States to

follow in
tackling social
media addiction
among children

one. It has passed a law banning access to social
media platforms for children under 16 years. The new
federal law, which came into effect in December last
year, is the most sweeping measure to date aimed at
shielding young people from the potential harms of
social media platforms. It puts the onus on social
media companies to prevent children from accessing
their platforms. In the Indian context, it is a challeng-
ing task for the government to formulate an institu-
tional mechanism to regulate social media in a man-
ner that strikes a healthy balance between the
imperatives of national security and social order, and
the need to protect citizens’ privacy, particularly the

safety of children.

VIEWPOINT

HYDERABAD, Thursday, March 12, 2026

6‘ Real democracy Our parliament should The cylinder of
is one in which always be a place BJP's ‘achhe din’ has

even the poorest and where talents are run empty. Earlier,

weakest feel their voice recognised and merit people wandered

can be heard... Here, counts. It should never in search of oxygen

whenever an oppn MP be a gallery of old boys' cylinders, now

gets up to speak, what networks, nor a place they are wandering

he gets from that side where titles hold power for cooking gas

(Speaker) is No, No, No over the will of people cylinders ,,
ABHAY KUMAR SINHA NICK THOMAS-SYMONDS AKHILESH YADAV

RJDMP UK minister Samajwadi Party chief

Fiscal discipline vs welfare

Budget 2026-27
signals a gradual
rationalisation of
subsidies while
prioritising fiscal
consolidation and
capital expenditure

Dr PRASHANT
KUMAR CHOUDHARY

he Union government in the

Budget 2026-27 presented

what it called a calibrated ap-

proach to subsidies. Spend-
ing on food, fertilizer, and petroleum
subsidies together amounts to over Rs
4.11 lakh crore and remains a formida-
ble fiscal commitment. While their rel-
ative weight in the Budget has de-
clined, this does not signal a retreat
from welfare, rather, it reflects an effort
to normalise post-pandemic excess and
re-anchor fiscal discipline.

Between 2015-16 and 2019-20, total
subsidies remained roughly constant at
Rs 1.9-2.4 lakh crore annually. How-
ever, during the pandemic, this surged
to Rs 7.08 lakh crore in 2020-21, mainly
driven by food expenditure, which ac-
counted for more than 20% of the total
expenditure, and was aimed at preserv-
ing consumption and social stability.
Since then, with a steady rollback, it
fell to Rs 3.85 lakh crore in 2024-25, fol-
lowed by projected expenditure of Rs
4.111akh crore in 2026-27. While this
shows an absolute increase, its share in
total expenditure has declined sharply
to roughly 8%, with overall govern-
ment spending estimated at Rs 53.47
lakh crore in 2026-27.

The Economic Survey 2025-26 artic-
ulates the government's approach to
rationalising subsidies while emphasi:

nalling that food security spending has
been institutionalised following the
pandemic expansion.The continuation
of large allocations reflects the endur-
ing scale of the National Food Security
framework and allied programmes, in-
cluding free grain distribution for vul-

variability and volatile crop prices. In
this context, reducing fertilizer subsi-
dies without strengthening income
support mechanisms or productivity
gains could tighten cost-of-cultivation
pressures.

nerable | However, the sys-
tem remains procurement-heavy, with
high carrying and storage costs.

As fiscal space tightens, the question
is not whether food subsidies should
exist; they must. However, whether the
present grain-centric model is the most
efficient way to ensure nutritional se-
curity remains questionable. Without
reforms in procurement policy and
grain management, food subsidy risks
becoming fiscally sticky even as other
components compress.

Fertilizer

The fertilizer subsidy, pegged at Rs
1,70,781 crore, reflects moderation after
the volatility induced by global com-
modity shocks. On paper, this looks like
a welcome normalisation. In reality,
this is where the sharpest trade-offs
occur. India’s fertilizer subsidy is
largely product-based. The government
compensates fertilizer manufacturers,
especially chemical producers, for sell-
ing at controlled prices. Farmers benefit
indirectly through lower retail prices,
but the transfer does not flow directly
to them. This structure has historically
distorted nutrient use, especially by en-
couraging excessive urea consumption.
If the subsidy bill declines without
structural reforms, such as shifting to-
ward farmer-based direct transfers,

ing expenditure quality, debt sustain-
ability, and the protection of capital
outlays. While this rationalisation aims
to normalise subsidies after crisis-dri-
ven expansion and ensure that they do
not crowd out infrastructure invest-
ment, fiscal arithmetic alone cannot
settle this question.

Food Subsidy

At Rs 2.28 lakh crore, food subsidy re-
mains the single largest component of
the Budget. However, it has stabilised
at astructurally elevated level, sig-

farmers may eventually face higher
input costs. This matters because farm
incomes remain structurally fragile.
According to official data, the aver-
age agricultural household income in-
creased between the 2012-13 and 2018~
19 surveys, but much of the rise
reflected diversification into non-farm
activities rather than pure farm earn-
ings. More recent trends show im-
provements in agricultural growth
rates; however, small and marginal
farmers continue to operate on thin
margins, particularly amid climate

P
Petroleum subsidy, at Rs 12,085 crore,
is now a minor line item in the Budget.
Over the past decade, fuel pricing has
steadily moved toward market align-
ment, thereby reducing fiscal vulnera-
bility to global oil shocks. From a
macroeconomic perspective, this rep-
resents a structural gain. The state no
longer absorbs large crude price fluctu-
ations. However, the shift also signals a
broader pattern in which price subsi-
dies are increasingly being replaced
with targeted or limited interventions.
The era of open-ended fuel under-pric-
ing appears to be over.

Are Subsidy Cuts Harmless?

The Budget projects a fiscal deficit of
4.3% of GDP for 2026-27, continuing
the path of gradual consolidation. In-
terest payments alone exceed Rs 14
lakh crore, dwarfing the subsidy alloca-
tions. Capital expenditure is a declared
priority. In the “Rupee Goes To” classi-
fication, subsidies account for roughly
8% of spending, far less than their
prominence in political debate would
suggest. However, the assumption that
subsidy compression is harmless de-
serves caution. Subsidies operate not
only as welfare transfers but also as
shock absorbers in a structurally un-
equal economy. Food subsidies smooth
consumption. Fertilizer subsidies sta-
bilise input costs. Petroleum interven-

That subsidy compression
is harmless deserves
caution: subsidies function
not only as welfare
transfers but also as shock
absorbers in a structurally
unequal economy

tions cushion transport inflation. When
these buffers shrink, the adjustment
burden shifts, often silently, onto
households with limited resilience.

If farm incomes rise robustly in real
terms, subsidy rationalisation would
pose fewer risks. If rural wage growth
is strong and non-farm employment
expands steadily, fiscal tightening can
be absorbed. Therefore, the debate is
not about whether subsidies should be
reduced; it is about sequencing and
safeguards.

A Delicate Equilibrium
The Budget 2026-27 reflects neither
aggressive expansion nor abrupt re-
trenchment. This signals continuity
with caution. Subsidies remain sub-
stantial in absolute terms, but their rel-
ative role is shrinking as capital expen-
diture and interest obligations expand.
This rebalancing aligns with macro-
economic prudence. It strengthens fis-
cal credibility and preserves the space
for infrastructure investment. How-
ever, its durability depends on comple-
mentary reforms, improved targeting,
nutrient-balanced fertilizer policy, pro-
curement rationalisation, and stronger
farm income support. Rationalisation,
properly understood, is about spending
better. If it merely involves spending
less, the equilibrium may not hold.
Currently, India’s subsidy architec-
ture stands at a logical midpoint, neither
populist largesse nor austere rollback.
The true test will lie not in next year's
Budget numbers, but in whether rural
incomes, food security, and agricultural
productivity are strengthened enough
to make consolidation socially sustain-
able. Fiscal realism is thus necessary,
and social stability is indispensable;
however, balancing the two remains a
central policy challenge for India.

(Alok Aditya is Senior Research Fellow,
Centre for Economic Studies and Policy,
Institute for Social and Economic
Change, Bengaluru. Dr Prashant Kumar
Choudhary is Assistant Professor,
Department of Public Policy,

Manipal Academy of Higher
Education, Bengaluru)

Letters to the
| Editor
Women'’s Day
It has been proven that ed-
ucation has enabled many
‘women to secure competi-
tive jobs, with several ex-
celling even beyond their
male counterparts. How-
ever, those unable to pur-
sue higher education must
be given opportunities to
stand on their own feet.
This also requires tailor-
made bank finance
schemes to support them.
Acclaimed poet Sahir Lud-
hianvi beautifully summed
up this in a song from the
film Mujhe Jeene Do
(1963): Tere bachpan ko
Jjawani ki dua, mere
bachche tere anjaam se ji
darata hai, teri dushman hi
na saabit ho jawani teri!

Write to us at letters@telanganatoday.com

(Oh my daughter, though |
pray for your childhood to
blossom into youth, | fear
that your vibrant youth may
one day become your own
enemy.) Atrocities against
women must be firmly
curbed.

BRIJ B GOYAL, Ludhiana

Planning pays
The final of the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup saw India de-
fend the title by winning
against New Zealand. This
reflected clear planning and
strong execution. It was
heartening that the team re-
lied on several contributors
rather than a single hero.
That balance appears to be
the real strength of the pres-
ent side and explains why
India managed to defend the
title successfully.
NAGARAJAMANI MV,
Secunderabad
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INDIA WON T20
WORLD CUP

W Al Jazeera

Despite their
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The other side of lITs

for and lu-

W Foreign Affairs

- <
crative careers, life at the |ITs is also often marked by in-
tense pressure and competition. While they highlight
record placements, many graduates are left without jobs.

W The Wall Street Journal

Too early to gauge Al impact: CEA

India is attracting billions in investment pledges from in-
dustry heavyweights to support its Al ambitions. That
could be good news, but it is too early to gauge how Al
will affect the country, a top government adviser said.

How India can supercharge its growth

India has endured a perplexing year in its diplomacy.
After decades of growing closer to Washington, New
Delhi saw its strategic calculus scrambled by the pres-
sure tactics of the Trump administration.
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Leaking tap

With JIM’s outlay swelling to ¥8.70 lakh crore,
Centre says next phase will ensure transparency

The Union Cabinet’s decision to extend the Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM) till 2028 with an additional
allocation of 1.51 lakh crore signals the govern-
ment's determination to keep alive its flagship rural
drinking water programme. With the scheme’s overall
outlay now swelling to ¥8.70 lakh crore, the Centre
insists that the next phase will emphasise transparency,
digital monitoring and citizen-centric service delivery.
Yet the extension raises uncomfortable questions about
whether India is pouring more money into a pipeline rid-
dled with systemic leaks. Launched in 2019 with the
ambitious promise of providing every rural household
with 55 litres of tap water per capita per day by 2024, JJM
was projected as a transformative intervention in rural
life. The programme expanded infrastructure and raised
expectations across villages. But the reality on the
ground has been far less reassuring. Reports of corrup-
tion, inflated costs and poor-quality work have cast a
shadow over the mission’s implementation. The Centre
itself acknowledged the rot when it dispatched over 100
inspection teams across states and initiated action
against nearly 600 officials, more than 800 contractors
and over 150 third-party inspection agencies.

Against this backdrop, the decision to extend the
scheme without first addressing its structural infir-
mities appears premature. Digital mapping under the
proposed ‘Sujalam Bharat' framework may improve
monitoring by tracking the supply chain from source to
tap. However, technology alone cannot substitute for
administrative integrity or effective oversight. India has
repeatedly discovered that dashboards and digital plat-
forms can record data, but they cannot automatically
ensure accountability. Equally troubling is the financial
opacity surrounding the mission. The Jal Shakti mini-
stry reportedly sought ¥2.79 lakh crore for the next
phase, only for the finance ministry to trim the figure
sharply amid concerns about irregularities. Even the
annual allocation tells a story of uncertainty. The Budget
provision of 67,000 crore for 2025-26 was revised down-
ward to 17,000 crore, reflecting a mismatch between
ambition and fiscal commitment. Investigations have
also revealed cost escalations exceeding ¥16,800 crore
due to changes in guidelines and project estimates.

The government now promises stronger local par-
ticipation by involving Gram Panchayats and village
water committees in certifying project completion.
While this may encourage grassroots ownership, it also
risks shifting responsibility onto institutions that often
lack technical capacity or administrative autonomy.
Access to clean drinking water is a fundamental neces-
sity, and the goals of the Jal Jeevan Mission remain
noble and urgent.

Policing content

What Maharashtra truly needs is a more
effective and comprehensive strategy

he Maharashtra government’s decision to consti-
I tute a high-level committee headed by the state
director general of police to monitor and curb
social media defamation reflects a growing anxiety
among governments about the unrestrained nature of
online discourse. With trolling, misinformation and
character assassination becoming routine features of
the digital ecosystem, the concern is not entirely mis-
placed. Yet the creation of another oversight body raises
a familiar question: Will this move meaningfully address
the problem, or will it merely add another layer of
bureaucratic symbolism?

Social media has undoubtedly transformed public
conversation in India. Platforms that were once seen as
tools for democratic participation have increasingly
become arenas of abuse, intimidation and organised
smear campaigns. Politicians, journalists, activists and
ordinary citizens alike have faced targeted harassment,
often through anonymous or coordinated networks. The
damage to reputations can be swift and severe, amplified
by algorithms that reward outrage and sensationalism.
But the solution to this problem cannot simply be the for-
mation of committees. India already possesses a wide
range of legal instruments dealing with defamation,
cyber harassment and misinformation under the
Information Technology Act and various provisions of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). Law enforcement
agencies also have dedicated cyber cells. If these mech-
anisms have failed to effectively curb digital defamation,
the reasons lie not in the absence of authority but in
weak enforcement, limited technical expertise and the
slow pace of legal processes.

Placing the state’s top police officer at the helm of a
monitoring body may signal seriousness, but it also rais-
es concerns about overreach. Social media regulation
inevitably sits at the delicate intersection of free speech
and accountability. Any attempt to police online expres-
sion too aggressively risks sliding into surveillance or
the selective targeting of critics. In a democracy, govern-
ments must tread carefully when seeking to regulate the
digital public square. Equally important is the question
of feasibility. The scale of social media activity is stag-
gering, with millions of posts generated daily across
platforms. Monitoring, verifying and acting upon poten-
tially defamatory content in real time requires techno-
logical infrastructure and specialised expertise that tra-
ditional policing structures may struggle to provide.
Without clear guidelines, transparent processes and
judicial oversight, such committees risk becoming reac-
tive bodies that issue occasional advisories but rarely
deliver lasting solutions. What Maharashtra truly needs
is a more effective and comprehensive strategy.

Read more on www.epaperJlokmat.com/lokmattimes
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OPINION

oral dimensions of war

There are no good sides in current Middle East conflict

Alok Tiwari
PERSONAL VIEW

ike practically everything

these days, the US and

Israeli war on Iran too has

divided the world. In India
as much as elsewhere. You could be
a typical Hindutva nut and applaud
the aggression simply because
those getting Kkilled in large
numbers are Muslims. You could be
a typical liberal and go to your
default anti-American setting and
condemn the unprovoked violation
of Iranian sovereignty and killing
of its supreme leader. You could be
a typical Islamist hothead and
chant death to Trump and America
just because a Muslim country has
been attacked. Anything more
nuanced than that and you risk
being called names, not just by
those opposed but even by those
otherwise on your side.

The age of social media and
trolls thrives on easy choices. We
are getting programmed to see
everything in black and white.
There is little space for grey
Everything is us versus them. As
former US President George W
Bush so memorably said at the
launch of his war on terror, “If you
are not with us then you are against
us.” That mentality now rules and
it is dumbing down the discourse.
Everything is explained, lauded or
ridiculed by memes.

Reality, of course, is a bit more
complex than that. Trying to find a
moral way through it is messy and
fraught. There is no good versus
evil narrative here. At some point
almost every player is evil. The only
thing that is unequivocally sad and
condemnable is loss of innocent
lives that inevitably happens in
such circumstances. That includes
not just the civilians but also sol-
diers. They too are sacrificed for
causes that they did not sign up for.

It is easy to condemn the US-
Israel attack on Iran. No nation
should have its sovereignty violated

The only moral view on war can be that
lives lost in it are of innocent people.
EEE

in this manner. Especially because
this time around there is not even
the fig leaf of imaginary WMDs
that was touted at the time of the
second Gulf War. Just a few weeks
back, the US had attacked the
Iranian nuclear sites and claimed
that those facilities were “obliter-
ated”. Moreover, the US had
engaged Iran in talks about the
future of its nuclear programme
but attacked while the talks were
still on.

But if you condemn the attack
and disregard international law,
are you on the side of Iran? With
the Iranian people, yes. With the
Iranian regime? That is a good
question because again just a few
days back you were outraged by its
brutal suppression of protests.
Thousands of protesters were
reportedly killed and their families
persecuted. Not just during those
protests, but the overall record of
the regime over the decades is des-
picable. It has harassed, tortured
and subjugated a vast number of its
own people under the garb of strict
Islamic rule.

Also, consider if Iran itself had
been a model international citizen.
Across the Middle East. it had set
up proxies that meddled in the
affairs of other nations. That

itis inherently evil. Almost all the

includes Hamas in Gaza whose
attack on Israel in October 2024
started the current round of trou-
bles. Even if you excuse that as its
long-standing support for
Palestinian cause, how do you
explain Iran’s propping up of
Hezbollah in Lebanon, or Houthi
rebels in Yemen, or Shia militias in
Trag? Those acts do not look like
respecting national sovereignty. So.
anything that loosens the grip of
this regime should be a good thing,
right?

Bring this up and you would be
told that national sovereignty must
be sacrosanct. Dislodging or
reforming the regime should be left

aggression. No such luck for Iran or
Iranians.

That also raises the question
why national sovereignty is so
important. A nation-state is, after
all, an artificial construct. Its
boundaries keep changing with
time. Most of us do not choose to be
citizens of a particular country. Yet
the modern world seems to attach
more importance to those borders
than to people within them.
Dictators often take shield of invio-
lable sovereignty as they oppress
and suppress people. Those people
can sometimes overthrow them but
usually uprisings do not end well
for rebels as Iran itself has shown
us recently. There is no interna-
tionally recognised mechanism to
depose such rulers. What is wrong
then if an external power takes it
upon itself to do that?

Think about the nuclear ques-
tion itself. Why is Iran trying to get
them so unthinkable? After all,
even North Korea has them and
nobody has invaded them. Given
the behaviour of both US and
Russia internationally, those two
are least deserving custodians of
‘WMDs. Will it be morally right for
another country to take out their
heads of state for this reason?

The only thing we can say with
certainty is that politicians will
start a war if it serves their inter-
ests. That is the only real rationale
for any war. Any moral platina they
put over it is just that, a ruse, an
excuse, a facade. While some wars

to Iranian people, like it
in Nepal or Bangladesh. Funnily,
among the set of people arguing
this are those who were obliquely
justifying the Russian invasion of
Ukraine four years back. They then
blamed the US and Europeans for
provoking Russia by trying to inte-
grate Ukraine into NATO even
though Ukraine had been a far
better international citizen than
Iran. Similarly, Vladimir Putin's
violation of Ukrainian sovereignty
moved Europeans not only to take
hundreds of thousands of refugees
but also supply Ukraine with arms
and ammunition to right off

may be le, at least for one
of the parties, there is no war that
is morally right or justifiable. The
only moral view on war can be that
it is inherently evil. Almost all the
lives lost in it are of innocent
people. All the resources it uses up
and destroys are taken from com-
mon people, not the elite. Those
who start them profit politically
from it; their friends profit finan-
cially. Everything else is just smoke
and mirrors.

The author is a Nagpur-based
senior journalist.
Views expressed are personal.
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Hormuz closure & strategic resilience

The reported 50-day buffer of crude and refined products provides a
critical albeit temporary cushion as the Strait of Hormuz closure
chokes 40% of our supply lines. While 25 days of crude excluding
Strategic Petroleum Reserves is reassuring, the volatility of Brent
crude exceeding $80 per barrel demands accelerated

iversification With Qatar’s LNG i

paused and Aramco’s

Juaymah terminal damaged, our energy security hinges on distant
geographies. The ministry’s 24X7 monitoring is vital but we must
address the 44-month low in Russian imports. True resilience requires
aggressive procurement from non-middle eastern sources to ensure
that cautious optimism doesn't dissolve if this West Asian conflict
becomes a protracted war of attrition.

Dr Vijaykumar H K,
Raichur.

Recalibrating RSS’ electoral machine

Biswajeet Banerjee

ith barely a year left for

the 2027 Uttar Pradesh

Assembly elections, the

Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh has begun
sharpening its organisational appa-
ratus across the state. The renewed
activity within the Sangh network
indicates that the ideological and
grassroots machinery behind the
Bharatiya Janata Party is entering
an early phase of electoral prepara-
tion.

Unlike political parties that cam-
paign in visible bursts closer to elec-
tions, the Sangh traditionally works
through quiet and systematic

ilisation. Recent
suggest that this process has now
gathered momentum in Uttar
Pradesh. The strategy reportedly
focusses on activating cadres down
to the booth level through shakhas
and affiliated organisations. A con-
tact person for every booth is
expected to be identified and
workers are likely to carry out a
detailed scrutiny of voter lists to
identify missing names and ensure
their inclusion in the electoral rolls.

Such booth level engagement has
long been considered a crucial
strength of the Sangh Parivar's

political ecosystem. In a state as
vast and socially complex as Uttar
Pradesh, electoral outcomes are
often shaped by micro-level mobili-
sation and sustained contact with
voters. By strengthening its grass-
roots network well in advance, the
Sangh appears keen to ensure that
the BJP enters the 2027 contest with
arobust organisational base.

Alongside organisational mobili-
sation, ideological outreach is also
expected to intensify in the coming
months. Themes such as national-
ism, cultural identity and the
Uniform Civil Code are likely to fea-
ture prominently in discussions
and public engagements. These
issues have consistently formed
part of the Sangh's ideological
framework and are often projected
as broader civilisational concerns
rather than merely electoral talking
points.

Equally important is the effort to
deepen engagement with various
social groups. According to sources,
special outreach initiatives are
being planned for other backward
classes, Dalits, tribal communities
and the urban middle class. Service
activities, social campaigns and
community  programmes are
expected to be used to reinforce the
Sangh’s presence among these sec-
tions.

This emphasis reflects a broader
political reality. The BJP’s rise in
Uttar Pradesh over the past decade

has been closely linked to its ability
to build a wide social coalition that
cuts across traditional caste align-
ments. Sustaining that coalition
will be essential if the party hopes
to secure a third consecutive term
in the state.

Coordination between the RSS
and the BJP is also expected to
intensify as the election
approaches. A series of meetings
between Sangh functionaries and
BJP leaders are currently taking
place to assess the ground situation
and exchange feedback. These inter-
actions serve as an important chan-
nel through which the government
receives unfiltered inputs from
grassroots workers while organisa-
tional leaders gain a clearer under-
standing of policy priorities.

Such coordination meetings are
not unusual. Similar consultations
were held in 2018 ahead of the 2019
Lok Sabha elections and again in
2021 before the 2022 Uttar Pradesh
Assembly polls. The BJP delivered
strong performances in both
contests, winning 62 parliamentary

seats in the state in 2019 and secur-
ing a decisive majority with 255
seats in the 2022 Assembly elec-
tions.

In contrast, the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections saw the party's tally in
Uttar Pradesh decline sharply to 33
seats. While electoral outcomes
depend on multiple factors, the
experience has clearly prompted a
renewed focus on coordination and
organisational preparedness within
the Sangh Parivar.

The recent meeting attended by
chief minister Yogi Adityanath in
Ghaziabad illustrates this evolving
strategy. The interaction formed
part of a series of regional consul-
tations organised under the RSS’
prant structure, with each prant
comprising several districts.

Taken together, these develop-
ments suggest that the Sangh
Parivar has begun laying the
groundwork for the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh elections well in advance.
While the formal political campaign
will unfold closer to polling, the cur-
rent mobilisation underscores a
familiar lesson of Indian politics.
Electoral victories are rarely built
overnight. They are often the out-
come of long, patient organisa-
tional work carried out far from the
glare of campaign rallies and televi-
sion debates.

The author is a senior journalist.
Views expressed are personal.
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Viksit dreams,
Jeudal pockets

BCCI'S corridors are thick with the musk scent of a
grand, masculine triumph. Fresh off a T20 World Cup
congquest in March 2026, the Board has anointed its
gladiators with a staggering %131 crore. It is a sum that
does not merely talk; it roars. Yet, cast your eyes back to
the women's ODI victory just a season ago. Their re-
ward? A relatively paltrier 351 crore. The arithmetic of
our national pride, it seems, remains stubbornly an-
chored in a primitive imbalance. The timing is a master-
class in irony, a jagged pill swallowed just one day after
the nation’s airwaves were choked with the saccharine
platitudes of International Women's Day. We toasted the
“Shakti” of our daughters on a Sunday, only to remind
them on a Monday that their sweat, though just as salty,
fetches less than half the market price of a man’s.

This is the “tilt"—the subtle, sickening lean of the play-
ing field. We saw it in 2021, when the Tokyo sun set on a
bronze-winning men’s hockey team and a fourth-place
women's squad. The Haryana government’s ledger was
cold: 325 crore for the men, a mere 50 lakh for the
women. The logic of the medal is a convenient shield for
a deeper, older preju-

dice. It is the same preju- We paya

dice that keeps the high | theatrical hp

altars of sports govern- o

ance—the BCCIs inner | S€T'VICE to

sanctum, the executive gender justice,

suites of our feder-

ations—almost barren of yet we allow_

the female spirit. these financial
Where s the fire from gulfs towiden

the top? We look to PT
Usha, the Payyoli Express who now holds the reins of the
10A, and Mary Kom, the pugilist who knows the weight
of a gloved fist. They must do more than inhabit these
seats, They should recall the steel of Dipika Pallikal, who
boyeotted the squash nationals for years over prize
money gaps, and the harrowing courage of wrestlers like
Vinesh Phogat and Sakshi Malik, who took to the streets
to challenge the very foundations of institutional apathy.
Ultimately, match fees are the crumbs; the hoard is in the
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Generational change in Nepal's
politics and its regional impact

RSP must deliver. But that's easier said than done given Nepal's inherent

‘epal has once
again displayed
democratic vi-
brancy with a
generational change sweeping its
politics in the recently concluded
polls. The Rashtriya Swatantra
Party (RSP), a relatively new politi-
cal party with Gen Z proclivity,
found favour across most of the
country and has secured a near
two-thirds majority in the House of
Representatives (125 out of 165 First
Past the Post seats; the full house is
of 275 with 110 being elected
through a proportional slate). And
its PM candidate, former mayor of
Kathmandu Balen Shah, defeated
KP Sharma Oli, who has been PM
several times, in Oli's home consti-
tuency by nearly 50,000 votes.

The general view pre-poll was
that the RSP would do better than
the Nepali Congress (NC) and the
Communist Party (UML) of Oli, but
a wave appears to have over-
whelmed the traditional parties,
reminiscent of the AAP wave in
Delhi in 2015. Elections were held in
Nepal following huge street protests
and three days of mobocracy in
September last year. At that time,
the street toppled the UML-NC co-
alition government of prime min-
ister Oli and forced the dissolution
of parliament. Now it appears to
have decided to give the reigns of
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rewards, the retainerships. and the raw, hecked
power of the vote. We are a hoary civilisation, old as the
dust of the Vedas, yet we behave like adolescents in the
face of true equality. We pay a theatrical lip service to
gender justice, yet we allow these financial gulfs to
widen. One cannot, with a straight face, castigate the
Taliban for their mediaeval erasure of women while
maintaining a fiscal apartheid in our own stadiums. To
claim India is Viksit—developed—while the rewards of
the arena are still dictated by the presence or absence of
a Y-chromosome is a hallucination. If we are to be a great
power, we must first learn that greatness is not
measured in the thickness of a chequebook but in the
levelness of the ground upon which we stand.

IndiGo gets rid
of‘its CEO, at last

L it were not for the December crisis, which resulted
in the cancellation of 4,500 flights and, reportedly, cost
the airline Rs 2,000 crore, Peter Elbers might have con-
tinued to remain IndiGo's CEO. The costly lapse, pre-
ceded by a growing number of complaints about poor
service, cabin crew’s high-handedness, mid-air near
misses, a litany of grievances from pilots, and whistle-
blowers' revelations, appeared to be warning signs that
the airline’s management chose to ignore, reinforcing
the perception that the confidence of being the
country’s largest airline had hardened into arrogance.

The fact that all these issues, which were constantly
ignored, came to roost in December last year, when the
airline missed the deadline for implementing the Flight
Duty Time Limitation (FDTL) mandated by the regula-
tor, the DGCA, to manage pilot fatigue and prevent
safety incidents, clearly shows that the airline tried to
push its luck too far this time, hoping that the regulator
would ignore its escapades once again. The latest lapse
proved too serious to ignore, with the Civil Aviation
Minister of State, Ram Mohan Naidu, demanding ac-
countability and threatening strict action, including
holding the top management accountable for passen-
gers being held to ransom. A four-member DGCA com-
mittee later flagged over-optimisation of operations,
weak software systems, inadequate regulatory pre-
paredness and “shortcomings in management over-
sight" as the primary causes.

The pressure was mounting on IndiGo’s manage-
ment, with the DGCA itself setting an example by firing
four flight operations inspectors for lapses in monitor-
ing the airline. IndiGo. on its part, relieved its senior vice
president heading the operations control centre (OCC)
of his role, but that was not enough. Nearly three
months after the crisis, the IndiGo CEO eventually re-
signed, citing personal reasons and asking that his no-
tice period be waived in his letter. This can be construed
as symbolic as much as substantive. Removing the OCC
head, warning senior managers, and pushing out the
CEQ gives the appearance of accountability.

However, the real test will be whether, a year from
now, IndiGo has learnt its lessons and carried out sub-
stantial changes, with a renewed focus on systems and
buffers rather than on squeezing the last ASK out of
each aircraft and crew roster. The airline must harden
its planning tools, diversify decision-making beyond a
small inner circle, and build enough redundancy into its
fleet, crew, and IT systems to absorb shocks without col-
lapsing its schedule. But there are larger issues that the
airline needs to address. The December crisis did not
happen overnight but was the result of a series of lapses
carried out with complete impunity. A meltdown that
strands tens of thousands of passengers and triggers a
regulatory crackdown is not an acceptable cost of am-
bition. The board would do well to remember that even
some of the biggest brands with near-impenetrable
market share have vanished when they failed to listen
to their customers.

n the Bhagavad
Gita, Krishna re-
minds Arjuna: “Yad
yad ach: shresh-
thah, tat tad evetaro janah” — As
the great act, so do others follow.
As India approaches the cen-
tenary of its independence in
2047, the strategic question be-
fore us is not whether we will be
large, nor whether we will be vis-
ible, but whether we will be
exemplary — whether we will
merely accumulate scale, or
architect enduring influence;
whether we will simply rise in
rankings, or shape the norms by
which the century operates.
Today, India stands as the
worlds fourth-largest economy,
exceeding $4 trillion in GDP and
expected, by most credible esti-
mates, to reach $7-8 trillion by
the 2030 if growth sustains at 6.5
7% annually; yet per capita in-
come remains near $3,000,
manufacturing contributes
roughly 16-17% of GDP against
the desired 25%, and research
and development expenditure
hovers around 0.7% of GDP com-
pared to 3-4% in innovation
leaders — numbers that remind
us that scale without structural
depth is fragile.
1f India is to become a $30 tril-
lion economy by 2047 — a real-

the country to a new dispensation
dominated by younger people. In-
deed, the only former PM to have
won is Prachanda, though his party,
the Maoists, too has been hugely
diminished. The same is also the
case with parties from the Mad-
hesh, who were seen in Nepal as
pro-India.

Interestingly, sensing the people’s
mood, Gagan Thapa, a relatively
young leader. toppled five-time
prime minister Sher Bahadur
Thapa as leader of the Nepali Con-
gress, but that didn't help. Gagan
Thapa was trounced by Amresh
Singh, a former NC MP, who had
joined the RSP. Apparently, the
street wanted to push out the estab-
lished parties and give the new one
a chance. Indeed, they strongly
squared up behind the RSP, with
even independents, such as former
Nepal Electricity Authority head
Kulman Ghishing, who had also
taken on prime minister Oli, being
defeated. And the, supposedly. pro-
monarchy Rashtriya Prajatantra
Party (RPP) has been nearly wiped
outin the current polls.

Balen Shah, who is just 35, has
studied engineering in India and
was popular as a rapper before be-
coming the mayor of Kathmandu in
2022. He achieved this without the
backing of any political party and
often found himself at loggerheads

with PM Oli and his government. In
general, for the people in Kath-
mandu, his go-getter style saw im-
provements in local government, in
particular sanitation and roads.

The RSP was formed by Rabi La-
michhane, a former TV anchor,
who had held US citizenship. The
party came into its own in the 2024
elections when it swept the Kath-
mandu Valley with much support
from young people in the country
and those overseas who persuaded
their families to vote for the RSP.
After being in the government in-
itially, Lamichhane later found him-
self incarcerated on charges of
fraud in the mismanagement of a
cooperative. Balen Shah and Rabi
Lamichhane have obviously turned
out to be a combination of the
people’s liking.

For many people, while the street
protests of September may have
been triggered by a social media
ban and the general haughtiness of
the strong UML-NC coalition gov-
ernment, the hand of globalisation
(read: the West) was also there. For
many, therefore, the RSP win has
Western backing and may see a
certain curtailing of the Chinese in-
fluence, though for India, the im-
perative must remain ek la chalo re’,
ie, retaining its distinct and signifi-
cant place in the hearts and minds
of the Nepali people and the sinews

of its government.

RSP leaders are also conscious of
a perception of Western influence
on them, and even in the interim
government, a certain display of
Nepali nationalism was evident
with ministers and others pointedly
dressing in the traditional Nepali
daura saruwal. Indeed, nearly all
photos of Balen Shah show him at-
tired in the traditional Nepali
manner. This external identity
politics in Nepal, which is essen-
tially a differentiation vis-a-vis India,
won't go away. As India reaches out
to the new leaders of Nepal, this Ne-
pali identity consci in its

resource limitations and heightened aspirations among the Nepalese

the new dispensation too.

The people have placed their
faith in the RSP, and it must deliver.
But that’s easier said than done
given Nepals inherent resource
limitations and now heightened as-
pirations amongst the Nepali popu-
lation, given their exposure to
globalisation through migration.
While unemployment and a slow
post-COVID recovery were among
the structural issues that propelled
the street protests, the present con-
flictin the Middle East doesn't bode
well for an economy where remit-
tances matter. While Balen Shah
hasd ated good governance

politics needs to be accepted in
India not only in formal diplomatic
ties but also in the media and
among people in general, no matter
our roti-bete ke samband.

The recent polls were, perhaps,
the first election where India was
not sought to be made an issue and,
instead, generational change versus
experience was the dominant issue.
This can only be seen as positive for
India, along with a certain relief in
the defeat of Oli, who was perceived
as anti-India and was seen provid-
ing a segue for increased Chinese
influence and play in Nepal. The
latter, obviously, won't sit well with
the Chinese, but given their money
power, there should be little sur-
prise if they create equities within

onlocal issues, macro matters of the
economy require external outreach.

Prime Minister Modi has tweeted
and spoken to both Balen Shah and
Tabi Lamichhane, stating India’s
commitment to working closely
with the new government in Nepal.
This new generational beginning in
Nepal is a time to take this commit-
ment further at the level of people
and economics. Hydropower is an
obvious area where India’s STVNL is
taking forward its Arun projects,
but a certain emphasis on the new,
e.g. new tech, including Al where
young Nepalis are proving their
mettle, could lead to a renewed in-

Former Ambassador of India to Nepal.

India@2047 - The Architecture
of a Civilisational Power

A vision for India’s rise as a civilisational power by 2047. Focus on
economic strength, institutional reform and human capital

sustained real growth, demo-
graphic productivity, and institu-
tional reform — then the task
before us is not linear expansion
but structural transformation,
because a civilisational power is
defined not by headline GDP
alone but by the density of its in-
stitutions, the quality of its human
capital, the resilience of its supply
chains, the credibility of its gov-
ernance, and the trust it com-
mands globally.

A rising power reacts to crises;
a civilisational power anticipates
them. A rising power seeks in-
fluence; a civilisational power sets
agendas. A rising power com-
mands markets: a civilisational
power commands respect. To
move from ascent to architecture,
India must secure five measur-
able foundations by 2047.

First, economic depth and
technological capability must ex-
pand significantly, with manufac-
turing crossing 25% of GDP,
exports exceeding $2 trillion an-
nually, semiconductor fabrication
and advanced electronics becom-
ing domestically viable, and digi-
tal public infrastructure evolving
from national innovation to glo-
bal standard-setting architecture,
while research intensity rises to-
‘ward 3% of GDP and private capi-
tal  formation  strengthens
d ic innovation

Second, strategic sovereignty
must mature, meaning defence
indigenisation above 75%, seam-
less integration of cyber, space,
maritime, and Al capabilities, se-
cure access to critical minerals
such as lithium and rare earths,
diversified energy supply chains
including green hydrogen leader-
ship, and naval presence suffi-
cient to stabilise the Indian Ocean
Region — because geography
does not reward complacency.
and sovereignty cannot depend
on external goodwill.

Third, human capital excel-
lence must replace demographic
optimism, requiring foundational
literacy and numeracy near uni-
versal levels, skilling aligned with
automation and artificial intelli-
gence, higher education institu-
tions ranked among global
leaders in research output, and
public health outcomes —includ-
ing nutrition and preventive care
— comparable to upper-middle-
income benchmarks, since pro-
ductivity, —not  population,
determines power.

Fourth, institutional maturity
must become non-negotiable,
with judicial efficiency acceler-
ated through procedural reform
and digitisation, regulatory pre-
dictability strengthened to re-
duce transaction costs,

istic aspiration

-ative capacity upgraded

through data-driven governance,
and corruption minimised not
merely by enforcement but by
system design — because investor
confidence and citizen trust rest
upon reliability more than rhet-
oric.

Fifth, and perhaps most impor-
tantly, social cohesion and
middle-class expansion must be
safeguarded, with urbanisation
managed through infrastructure
foresight, inequality moderated
through opportunity rather than
redistribution alone, and public
discourse disciplined enough to
sustain policy continuity across
political cycles, since fractured
societies rarely sustain long-term
strategic ambition.

The transition required, there-
fore, is not from poverty to pros-
perity alone, but from ambition
to execution, from consumption-
led growth to innovation-led
growth, from reactive diplomacy
to agenda-setting multilateral
leadership, and from demo-
graphic advantage to productivity
advantage — transitions that de-
mand institutional stamina rather
than episodic enthusiasm.

Indian civilisational thought
has never separated artha from
dharma; prosperity divorced
from ethical order invites insta-
bility, while moral aspiration un-
supported by strategic capacity |

invites vulnerability. India@2047
must therefore embody disci-
plined growth — environ-
mentally sustainable,
technologically competitive, insti-
tutionally credible, and socially
inclusive — because power ac-
cumulated without responsibility

breeds resistance. whereas
power exercised with restraint
builds legitimacy.

Ifthe 20th century was defined
by industrial might and ideologi-
cal polarity, the 21st will belong to
nations that combine scale with
stability, innovation with inclu-
sion, and ambition with anchor-
ing principles — and India, with
its demographic weight, geo-
graphic centrality, digital experi-
mentation, and ecivilisational
continuity. possesses the raw ma-
terial to architect precisely such a
model.

The next twenty-three years
are not a countdown; they are a
calibration. The sutra for
India@2047 is thus:

Build scale with structural
depth. pursue power with institu-
tional discipline, and align pros-
perity with principle — for only
then does a rising nation mature
into a civilisational power.

The writer is director of Indian Institute of
Management, Indore

City Of Contrasts
“Biting the Big Apple”
symbolises embracing
New York's vast energy
and challenges. Beneath
grey skies and winter chill,
the city pulses with relent-
less vitality. Its contrasts of
decay and resilience shape
stories of growth, ambition
and transformation, mak-
ing it unforgettable.
Maniam Ramani
Jayanthy, Chennai

Markets Need
Patience
Post trade-deal euphoria,
Dalal Street's sharp cor-
rection signals volatility
ahead. Software stocks
face Al pressures, while
commodities fluctuate
wildly. Investors should
avoid panic, invest grad-
ually, and focus on long-
term consolidation rather
than reacting to short-
term market swings.
SNKabra

Improve Feeder
Services

EMU service cuts on the
Chennai Beach-Tamba-
ram-Chengalpattu cor-

ridor highlight chronic
feeder shortages, es-
pecially towards Vela-
cherry. Commuters have
long struggled while auto-
rickshaws exploit gaps.
Promised improvements
remain pending. Auth-
orities must urgently en-
hance connectivity to ease
passenger hardship dur-
ing ongoing structural
work.

N. Mahadevan, Chennai

Recovery Norms
Tightene
RBI's stricter loan recovery
norms prioritise grievance
resolution before action.
Borrower protection is
welcome, though wilful
defaulters may gain tem-
porary relief. Balanced en-
forcement must safeguard
honest citizens without di-
luting financial discipline.
P.G. Menon, Chennai

Political Turnabout
Questioned

Shashi Tharoor's shifting
stance after internal party
engagement invites
speculation. Political prag-
matism may explain

Sovereignty Of
India At Stake
When Trump asserted
that India had agreed not
to import oil from Russia,
the Modi government
stoutly refuted that there
was any such condition
imposed. Now, with the
report that Trump has
permitted India to import
oil from Russia, and that
too only for 30 days due to
the war, India stands ex-
posed on the following
counts: a) that the gov-
ernment has lied to the

P
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people of the country that Trump has not imposed any such precondition; and b) the
sovereignty of India has been unconditionally pawned at the altar of the US.

Tharcius S. Fernando, Chennai

changing tones in Parlia-
ment. Yet consistency re-
mains vital for credibility in
public life.

Gundu K. Maniam, Trichy

Trust Your Doctor
A hospital's “No Googling"
sign wisely reminds pa-
tients that online searches
cannot replace clinical
judgment. Self-diagnosis
fuels anxiety. Personalised

medical advice must come
from qualified doctors, not
algorithms.

A P Thiruvadi, Chennai

Bangladesh
Turning Point
Tarique Rahman's victory
marks change in Bangla-
desh. India must prag-
matically engage the new
leadership while safe-
guarding regional stabil-

ity and minority security.
Balanced diplomacy can
preserve shared inter-
ests.
Dr. Vijaykumar HK,
Raichur

Debate Brand
Choice

Criticism over Taman-
naah Bhatia's appoint-
ment as Mysore Sandal
ambassador appears

Dear reader, we are eager to know your opinions, comments and suggestions. Write to editor.indore@fpj.co.in Using snail mail? Send your letters to
Free Press, Free Press House, 3/54, Press Complex, AB Road, Indore 452008

politically driven. Repre-
sentation debates should
focus on sustained sup-
port for local talent, not
selective outrage.
K. Chidanand Kumar,
Bengaluru

Love Beyond
Spectacle
Valentine’s Day often re-
duces love to display.
True love thrives in pa-
tience, kindness and
daily commitment, not
grand gestures. Depth,
empathy and responsi-
bility sustain relation-
ships beyond fleeting
excitement.

Aditya Kamble,

Kalaburagi

Act East
Pragmatism
India’s Act East policy
blends ambition with
realism, strengthening
ASEAN ties and Indo-
Malaysian trade. Con-
nectivity and maritime
cooperation anchor re-
gional stability and econ-
omic growth.

Vijay Singh Adhikari,

Nainital
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

GULF CRISIS HITS ENERGY
& GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT,
COOLER HEADS MUST ACT

Thai cargo vessel bound for India was struck in the stra-
tegic Gulf shipping corridor on Wednesday—the clear-
est signal yet that the escalating confrontation between
the United States, Israel and Iran is pushing one of the
world’s most vital energy routes toward paralysis. The
Thai cargo vessel Mayuree Naree was attacked while transit-
ing the strategic Strait of Hormuz, the critical artery linking
the Persian Gulf to global markets. En route to Kandla, the
vessel was struck by an unidentified projectile, igniting parts
of the ship and prompting a crew rescue. Maritime agencies
report three other vessels hit on Wednesday, bringing the
total since the conflict escalated to 14—signalling that com-
mercial shipping is now squarely in the war’s crosshairs.

The escalation began after the United States and Israel
launched strikes on Iran on February 28, triggering a volatile
cycle of retaliation across the Gulf. Tehran has since intensi-
fied efforts to disrupt maritime traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz, amove that threatens the very foundation of the glo-
bal energy system. The stakes are enormous. Nearly one-fifth
of the world’s oil and liquefied natural gas flows through this
narrow passage. According to United Nations data, shipping
traffic has collapsed by 97 percent since hostilities began.

The shock is already coursing through global markets. Near-
1y 15 million barrels of crude a day, plus 4.5 million barrels of
refined fuels, are effectively trapped inside the Persian Gulf as
traffic through the Strait of Hormuz collapses. Exporters like
Iraq and Kuwait have no viable alternative routes, pushing oil
prices toward highs last seen in 2022. The International Energy
Agency hasresponded with a historic 400-million-barrel emer-
gency release, while US Central Command says it has destroyed
16 Iranian mine-laying vessels to keep the strait open.

For India, heavily dependent on Gulf energy supplies and
home to thousands of seafarers working in global merchant
fleets, the danger is immediate and personal. Yet the crisis
now extends far beyond shipping lanes. Oil depots and en-
ergy infrastructure across the region are burning, spewing
toxic smoke and raising the spectre of long-term ecological
damage. If the escalation continues, the world faces far more
than disrupted shipping—a prolonged energy shock, envi-
ronmental catastrophe, and a war reshaping West Asia’s
strategic map for the worse. Diplomacy must prevail before
the world plunges into an unprecedented crisis.

AN OFFER BEYOND THE GUN
TELANGANA SHOWS A WAY

HAT transpired on March 7 in Telangana would

have been unthinkable a couple of decades ago.

With the surrender of 130 Maoists, the state police

declared Telangana effectively Maoist-free as the

banned outfit's state committee folded. This fol-
lowed the surrender of two Central Committee leaders,
Devji and Malla Raji Reddy. Now speculation is rife that
former Maoist chief Ganapathi, alias Muppala Lakshmana
Rao, may be the next to join the mainstream.

There can be little doubt about what brought the Maoists
down from their heydays, when they ran a parallel govern-
ment in the Dandakaranya forest region, including the in-
terior parts of Telangana. Operation Kagar, launched in
2024 to eradicate the violent movement by the end of this
month, pushed the Maoists to their limits. It resulted in the
deaths of hundreds of them and serious casualties among
the security forces. Yet force alone cannot close this bloody
chapter in the country’s history. A weakened force can dis-
perse, lie low and wait for another opportunity to return.

In this context, the Telangana government adopted a
proactive approach. Instead of simply hunting down the be-
leaguered Maoists, it offered them a chance tolay down their
arms. The government promised them a respectable life and
after negotiations, persuaded them to abandon violence. Te-
langana, mindful of the role the Maoists once played in the
state’s history, has thus shown a path that the Centre and
other states affected by Left-wing extremism could follow.

The Naxalite movement from the 1970s onwards had a deep
impact on Telangana society. Its influence in cultural, political
and social spheres was, and in some ways still is, significant. Its
fight against feudalism and the exploitation of peasants, tribals
and workers cannot be ignored. But society has changed, and
so have social conditions, leading to a steady decline in its influ-
ence. People today are far more aware of their rights, technol-
ogy has advanced rapidly and society faces new challenges.

Violence in the name of justice will only backfire, tearing
society apart and giving hostile forces an opportunity to ex-
ploit unrest. In a changing world, unity is essential. Alienating
those who sacrificed their lives for the cause of the poor, how-
ever misguided their path, is not the answer: Their return to
the mainstream can strengthen the democratic fight against
corruption and forces that threaten the country’s progress.

— ETT

FASHIONED RUIN

TARTING July 2026, the European Union will forbid the
S destruction of unsold clothing and shoes, requiring com-

panies to rethink overproduction, emphasise reuse and
expand recycling. Beyond unsold stock, fast fashion presents
an even greater environmental challenge. This system pro-
duces cheap, low-quality garments at high speed which con-
sumers discard almost immediately, creating enormous
textile waste. It consumes vast amounts of water and gener-
ates roughly 10 percent of global carbon emissions, more
than all international flights and shipping combined. Fast
fashion has also become widespread in India, making regu-
lation urgent. This relentless cycle of buying and discarding
hides the true environmental cost of the clothes we wear,
calling for conscious and responsible consumer choices.

HE continued detention of
Sonam Wangehuk poses vital
questions about the legitimacy
of India’s preventive detention
laws. Two aspects are signifi-
cant. First, despite the habeas
corpus petition filed by his
wife, Gitanjali Angmo, which the Su-
preme Court has been considering for
over 150 days, Wangchuk remains in pris-
on. By its very nature, a writ of habeas
corpus is intended to secure the immedi-
ate release and production of the detained
person. The Supreme Court's keeping of
the petition pending for such a prolonged
period undermines its purpose. Secondly,
as is common in any detention based on
mere suspicion and anxiety, the climate
activist is detained without trial on the
basis of an administrative report under
the National Security Act.

The law of preventive detention in In-
dia has a disturbing history. In A K
Gopalan (1950), the Supreme Court sub-
stantially validated the erstwhile Pre-
ventive Detention Act, finding fault only
with Section 14, which prohibited disclo-
sure of the grounds of detention even to
the court. The Act enabled the Centre to
detain citizens on grounds of security
and public order. The court in A K Gopa-
lan practically endorsed the detention
of the communist leader. who had suf-
fered incarceration under the British.

A K Gopalan epitomised one of the
first illiberal judgements of the Supreme
Court of India. The detention was chal-
lenged for breaching Articles 14, 19 and
21, which guarantee equality before the
law, freedom of expression and protec-
tion of life and personal liberty. Addi-
tionally, Gopalan relied on Article 22,
which provides protection against arrest
and detention in certain cases. But the
court overruled these contentions. The
law laid down in A K Gopalan, however,
was overturned in Maneka Gandhi
(1978), which addressed the interplay be-
tween fundamental rights and upheld
their centrality in the lives of citizens. A
K Gopalan was decided at a time when
the Congress government's majoritari-
anism sought to restrict oppositional lib-
erty, while Maneka Gandhi was decided
when the country rescued itself from the
clutches of the Emergency.

Article 22(3) implies that the legisla-
ture may enact a law to facilitate preven-
tive detention. Article 22(4) prescribes a
three-month time limit for such deten-
tion and permits extensions based on the
report of an advisory board. This is the
constitutional foundation for draconian
enactments like the Preventive Detention
Act, 1950; Maintenance of Internal Secu-

EDITORIAL
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Wangchuk's case illustrates how India's preventive detention laws
empower State, test constitutional safeguards and challenge
the balance between security and liberty

WANGCHUK, PREVENTIVE
DETENTION AND THE
REACH OF STATE POWER

rity Act (MISA), 1971 and National Secu-
rity Act, 1980. B R Ambedkar’s optimism
regarding Article 22 (Article 15A in the
proposed draft) was based on other con-
stitutional provisions that stipulate due
process before arrest and detention.
Members like Thakur Das Bhargava and
Mahavir Tyagi warned that this consti-
tutional indulgence could enable future
draconian laws. Their criticism was not
merely legal—it was ethical, historical
and political. It was a prescient warning
against the rise of an illiberal state,
Indian preventive detention laws ulti-
mately proved Ambedkar wrong and his
critics right. The communist leader,
who had been incarcerated under the
British, became a victim of the first pre-
ventive detention law which the Su-
preme Court endorsed. History, like an
Orwellian novel, reveals ironies in po-

SOURAV ROY

litical powerplay, often annihilating
even the surviving idea of justice. Par-
liament repealed the 1950 Act in 1969.
Then came MISA, which led to the in-
carceration of thousands of opposition
leaders during the Emergency. This Act
was later repealed in 1978 by the Janata
Party regime. The dispensations that dis-
carded the idea of freedom and sought to
suppress dissent and dissidents were
clearly on the wrong side of history. Ju-
dicial endorsement of such State actions
met a similar fate, reinforcing the princi-
ple that law cannot always shield injus-
tice when it serves political expediency.
Now, back to Wangchuk. Neither the
Centre nor the Supreme Court had the
organic sensibility to learn from India’s
legal history on preventive detention.
They could not learn from their own
egregious follies. Wangchuk was arrest-

Whenever you find yourself on the
side of the majority, it is time to reform

Mark
Twain

ed on September 26, 2025 and the case has
been repeatedly adjourned since October
6,2025. Continued detention for over five
and a half months, without trial or con-
viction, of the Magsaysay Award-win-
ning climate activist, demonstrates the
precarious state of our democracy.

In Wangchuk’s case, breach of the pro-
visions of the 1980 Act was demonstrated,
though the validity of the statute itself
was not challenged. The National Secu-
rity Act empowers the State to detain any-
one agitating for political causes on vague
grounds like ‘security of India’ and
‘maintenance of public order’. It grants
unfettered powers to state governments,
district magistrates and police commis-
sioners. Moreover, the provisions govern-
ing execution and validation of detention
orders are highly stringent. Section 5A
provides that a detention order will re-
main valid even if some grounds are
vague, irrelevant, unconnected or other-
wise invalid. It was argued that this is
subservient to Article 22, which imposes
broader safeguards against preventive
detention. Based on Section 8 of the Act,
it was contended that non-disclosure of
the grounds would vitiate the detention.

It was shown that the detaining au-
thority—district magistrate—without
application of mind, merely copied and
pasted the recommendations of the La-
dakh administration. The court was told
that there were no materials linking
Wangchuk to the allegations. The de-
mand for statehood for Ladakh is a po-
litical slogan, not divisive or partisan.
Many such demands have arisen in the
past across India, yet Centre’s response
in Wangehuk's case has been dispropor-
tionate and politically charged.

The repeated adjournments in Gitanja-
1i’s petition reflect poorly on the court. The
case has been adjourned again until next
week. Meanwhile, Gitanjali stated that
once Wangchuk is released, he will not
pursue even the path of peaceful agitation.
This demonstrates the fragility of free-
dom and the limits of expression in prac-
tice, despite constitutional guarantees.

As of now, what is awaited is not even
a final judgement. It is judicial states-
manship. And even if it occurs, it will be
undermined by the delay it has taken to
manifest. Wangchuk’s continued deten-
tion thus serves as a stark reminder of
the tension between the rule of law and
the exercise of unchecked power under
preventive detention statutes. It under-
scores the urgent need for the State and
judiciary to reconcile legal procedure
with justice and human rights.

(Views are personal)
(kaleeswaramraj@gmail.com)

THAILAND’S FRAGILE STABILITY

INCE 2023, Thai politics has
changed direction several
times. In under three years,
three different prime minis-
ters from separate political
families and parties have led
the country. This instability
has deepened the divide between those
who support popular representation
and those who favour the conservative
monarchical and military order that
has shaped Thailand for almost a cen-
tury. The latest election in February
2026 has heralded the new government
under Anutin Charnvirakul and the
Bhumjaithai Party.

This article will address four key
questions critical to any understand-
ing of the political situation in the
country. First, why did the Move For-
ward Party (MFP) not lead the govern-
ment? Second, what decisions led to the
shift from Move Forward’s momentum
to the Shinawatras’ return through the
Pheu Thai Party? Third, what reasons
did the Constitutional Court give for
removing two elected prime ministers
during the transitions between Srettha
Thavisin and Paetongtarn Shinawatra?
Fourth, how is the current election dif-
ferent and if Anutin’s leadership could
mean stability in Thailand?

First, although MFP became the larg-
est party in the 2023 general elections, it
could not even achieve a majority through
coalition. This shows that winning the
most seats does not always mean gaining
power. The MFP’s reform plans faced
strong opposition. Senior party leader
Pita Limjaroenrat questioned the influ-
ence of big business and the military in
Thai politics. He argued that the close
ties between the two limited participa-
tion and encouraged crony capitalism,
which affected political leadership.

The most sensitive topic was the mon-
archy. Pita’s call to reform the lése-
majesté law, which makes it a crime to
publicly criticise the monarch, drew
strong reactions from conservative
groups. Since the monarchy is still
highly respected in Thailand, these pro-
posals made many people uneasy about
what an MFP government might do.

Second, even though the MFP won 151
seats and became the largest party, the
way Thailand forms its government is
not balanced. The House of Representa-
tives has 500 seats, with 400 directly cho-
sen by voters and the remaining by par-
ty-list voting. The party-list system lets
parties win votes across the country

SHANKARI
SUNDARARAMAN

Professor at School of ntemational Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University

ASIAN AXIS

and put ‘loyal’ candidates in Parlia-
ment, sometimes allowing people with
little political experience but strong
connections to become lawmakers.
The Senate is just as important. Ac-
cording to the 2017 Constitution, all 250
senators are appointed and help choose
the PM. When it was time to vote, the
Senate gave little support to MFP’s can-
didate, so Pita did not get enough votes.
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Thailand's political landscape has
been subjected to inconsistent
doldrums lately. With public
confidence leaning toward the
conservative monarchy and rising
military influence, the newly-
elected coalition government

has to face the herculean task of
implementing democratic reforms
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This allowed the Pheu Thai Party, which
succeeded the Thai Rak Thai Party
founded by Thaksin Shinawatra, to form
a coalition with groups linked to the
military and monarchy. These former
rivals joined forces, making Srettha
Thavisin prime minister in 2023.
Third, ongoing changes in leadership
were also influenced by internal poli-
tics and court decisions. The switch
from Thavisin to Paetongtarn Shina-
watra happened after a Constitutional
Courtruling. Thavisin's term was most-
ly uneventful, but he faced criticism for
appointing a lawyer who had been con-
victed in a case related to the Shinawat-
ra family. The court said this choice did
not meet the ethical standards expected
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of the office and ordered Thavasin’s re-
moval. This situation again showed the
tensions between coalition partners
who had been rivals for a long time.

After Thavisin's removal, Paetongtarn
Shinawatra took the office in August 2024
and became Thailand’s youngest woman
PM. Her leadership brought renewed at-
tention to the Shinawatra family’s ties in
the region. The ongoing Preah Vihear
dispute continues to cause border ten-
sions between Thailand and Cambodia,
especially when someone from the Shina-
watra family is in charge.

Some in the Thai military are suspi-
cious of the Shinawatras’ close relation-
ship with Cambodia’s leaders, especially
former Prime Minister Hun Sen. These
worries grew when a phone call between
Paetongtarn Shinawatra and Hun Sen
went public and caused a controversy.
The Constitutional Court later ruled
that her actions threatened national sta-
bility and security. As a result, she was
removed from office which allowed Anu-
tin to take over in September 2025.

Fourth, when Anutin Charnvirakul
first became prime minister, new divi-
sions appeared instead of quick unity.
The MFP. now called the People’s Party;
supported Anutin and the Bhumjaithai
Party. Their support depended on his
promise to hold early elections that
might lead to constitutional reform.

Anutin kept his promise, and early
elections took place in February 2026. The
results showed a change: the Bhumjaithai
Party won 193 seats and together with
its coalition partners gained a majority
of over 290 seats in the lower house.

After years of dismissals and quick
changes in leadership, Thailand now
has a majority party with its leader as
prime minister. Still, the situation is
fragile. Anutin Charnvirakul must bal-
ance the demands of those who want
more democratic reforms with the in-
terests of conservative groups that sup-
port the military and monarchy which
have long influenced Thai politics.

(Views are personal)
(shankari@mail jnu.ac.in)

MAILBAG

WRITETO: letters@newindianexpress.com

Odisha’s landscape

Ref: Congress-BID joint pick (Mar 11).

The BJD-Congress coalition is purely one

of tactical understanding. There are two
distinct divisions of ideological perceptions
in Odisha: those who simply support the
Congress and those who don't. How ground-
level workers of both parties will react to the
combination is too uncertain to guess. The
BIP might ultimately have the last laugh.
Jitendranath Guru, Bargarh

Ethical stand

Ref: India's political resolve (Mar 10).

The spade needs to be called a spade.
Nothing can be devaid of ethics and natural
justice. If the government wants to become a
yes-man of the US and Israel, let it be clear.
Announce it to the world, buy a Board of
Peace chair and continue the journey.

TS Rao, Ghaziabad

BJP’s distractions

Re: ‘Lapses’in LS (Mar 11). The BIP members
seem to be more obsessed with accusing
Rahul Gandhi instead of asserting that the
speaker was capable of conducting unbiased
sessions. This shows that the BIP has
nothing constructive to defend including
the PM's absence from Parliament.
TMUday Shankar, Hyderabad

Renewables switch

Ref: Gas-what (Mar 11). The present
situation underscores India's structural
dependence on imported fossil fuels. Had
the country invested more decisively and
consistently in renewable alternatives,
the economy would not be so vulnerable
to distant geopolitical disruptions.
Decentralised biogas systems, rooftop solar
power and other clean-energy solutions
can provide reliable local substitutes for
conventional domestic consumption fuels.
Vidyasagar Reddy Kethiri, Warangal

Utilise veterans

Ref: Shortage of specialists ails TN (Mar 11).
I have worked in State-operated hospitals
in Tirunelveli which followed the erstwhile
B7-year retirement age. Now that the limit
for medical colleges is extended to 70

years for consulting staff, physicians are
allowed to work. Furthermore, | had also
joined Tirunelveli Medical College Hospital
in 1982 under the honorary system. By
means of adopting such systems, doctors
after retirement can be utilised till the
government builds capability to pay regular
consultants in time and scale so that
services, especially in primary healthcare
centres, are not affected.

DrS Shanmugam, Tirunelveli
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Chinese FDI

Caution is @ must amid easing of curbs

IA’s decision to ease restrictions on foreign
direct investment (FDI) from China acknowledges
an inescapable truth — Chinese capital inflows are
vital to ensure deeper integration into global value

ains. It also indicates that New Delhi won't allow
the festering border dispute with Beijing to act as a stum-
bling block on the economic front. The Galwan valley
clash of June 2020 and the active support provided by
China to Pakistan during Operation Sindoor in May last
year have also been conveniently pushed to the sidelines.

The curbs, which required government approval for
investments from countries sharing a land border with
India, had been infroduced in April 2020 during the Covid-
19 pandemic. The ostensible aim was to prevent oppor-
tunistic takeover or acquisition of Indian companies. A
prolonged military standoff cast a long shadow on India-
Chinarelations, even asbilateral trade kept growing (heav-
ily in China’s favour). Diplomatic ties have improved sig-
nificantly over the past six months or so; PM Modi's visit
to China and the resumption of direct flights between the
two countries have signalled an unmistakable thaw:

The writing has been on the wall since July 2024,
when the Economic Survey made a strong case for FDI
from China to boost local manufacturing as well as
exports. Chinese investment, however, often arrives not
merely as capital but as influence, especially in strategi-
cally sensitive sectors such as telecommunications, fin-
tech and critical infrastructure. Any relaxation in over-
sight could expose Indian companies to vulnerabilities,
ranging from data security risks to supply chain
dependencies. The challenge for the government will
be to differentiate between productive investment and
potentially strategic leverage. A calibrated approach —
allowing investments in non-sensitive sectors while
maintaining rigorous scrutiny in areas linked to nation-
al security — may be the most practical path forward.

Shameful rhetoric

Khaira's remarks belittling women cross the line

uproar in the Punjab Vidhan Sabha over

remarks linked to Congress MLA Sukhpal

Singh Khaira has once again exposed the

deeply troubling tone of political discourse in

the state. The Assembly’s decision to pass a

censure motion against Khaira for his alleged derogatory

comments about women in connection with the govern-

ment’s Rs 1,000 monthly allowance scheme is, in princi-

ple, justified. Public representatives must be held to the

highest standards of language and conduct, especially

when speaking about women and the poor. Khaira's

remarks are insensitive and demeaning. Political disagree-

ment over welfare schemes is legitimate, even necessary.

But questioning such initiatives through language that

appears to belittle women or mock the beneficiaries cross-
es the line from criticism into contempt.

The AAP government cannot claim the moral high
ground without confronting its own contradictions. Only
days earlier, CM Bhagwant Mann himself faced allega-
tions from the Congress that he had made unsavoury
remarks about women during a public speech in Ludhi-
ana. Congress leaders have approached the Punjab State
Women’s Commission seeking a case against the Chief
Minister, arguing that his anecdote about a female student
during an event conveyed a disrespectful message.

The episodes underscore a larger malaise: the casual
normalisation of sexist rhetoric in political speech.
Instead of engaging in serious debate over the design,
affordability and effectiveness of welfare programmes,
political leaders too often resort to cheap jibes and inflam-
matory language. Such conduct demeans the Assembly
and diminishes public trust in democratic institutions.
The dignity of women should never become a weapon in
partisan battles. Whether in government or opposition,
leaders who cross the line must apologise and reflect on
the consequences of their words. Punjab’s politics needs
far greater responsibility from all sides of the aisle.

'OPINION
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Viksit Bharat is our grand strategy

[t's necessary to evaluate who India’s partners really are in the pursuit of this goal

SANJAYA BARU
SENIOR JOURNALIST

the midst of a turbulent,
uncertain world desta-
bilised by its most powerful
nation, it is worth asking
what exactly is India's
grand strategy and are our poli-
cies, at home and overseas, serv-
ing the cause of pursuing the
goal of Viksit Bharat that we
have set for ourselves.

In his monumental study,
Strategy: A History (2013),
Lawrence Freedman says a strat-
egy isabout “getting more out of
a situation than the starting bal-
ance of power would suggest. It
is the art of creating power.”
Power itself, as we know from
Bertrand Russell and many oth-
ers, has multiple dimensions.
Hence, strategies come in all
shapes and sizes with varying
durations of execution.

What, however, is a ‘grand strat-
egy’? On this too there are multi-
ple definitions depending on the
sphere of activity one is studying.
Militaries, ~ businesses  and,
indeed, nations have their ‘grand
strategy’. Along-term plan fornot
Jjust the ‘creation of power” but

PRIORITY : How we govern

this century” Subrahmanyam
wrote in a 2012 essay, “The Con-
stituent Assembly’s oath in 1947
implied that India would pro-
‘mote world peace for the welfare
of mankind, including its own
population, and it would assume
its rightful global position by
developing itself to the stan-
dards of the industrialised
world.” This, he suggested, was
as good a definition as any of
India’s grand strategy.

An overpowering idea that cap-
tured the imagination of the
leadership of the Indian national
movement was that the Indian

alsoi ionand ¥
What then is India's ‘grand
strategy’? It is now common-
place for many to suggest that
‘multi-alignment’ is  today
India’s grand strategy, just as
non-alignment was. This is a
wrong way of viewing both con-
cepts. Non-alignment, multi-
alignment and indeed even align-
ment are only means to an end.
They are not ends in themselves.
India’s grand strategy, as my
intellectual guru on this subject,
the late K Subrahmanyam, often
said, is its re-emergence as a
developed nation, recognising
that “Knowledge, not weapons,
will be the currency of power in

had once been
home to a prosperous economy
and even as recently as the 18th
century, it accounted for one-
fourth of the global economy,
with China accounting for
another one-fourth.

As the painstaking statistical
work of the British historian
Angus Maddison showed, both
China and India had each
accounted for close to 25 per cent
of the world’s income in 1700.
This had shrunk to less than 5%
for both by 1950. Both countries
overthrew colonialism and have
sought to regain their share of
the global income.

Independent India’s national

is very i Ll

The military and
economic policies of
major powers are not

creatinga global

environment that
would be conducive to
Indias emergence as a
developed economy.

agenda — its grand strategy, so
to speak — has been to seek an
international order that would
enable it to pursue its economic
development and modernisa-
tion, seeking to restore its due
status in the comity of nations
and its due share of world
income and trade.

There is, however, a caveat. As
Subrahmanyam says in the 2012
essay, “The other aspects of
India’s grand strategy related to

governance and development.
No other country is comparable
to India in terms of its diversity
of religions, languages and eth-
nicities. Consequently, unity is
only possible under a secular,
pluralistic, democratic and qua-
si-federal constitution.”

In relating the pursuit of eco-
nomic development to a con-
ducive global environment, Sub-
rahmanyam emphasised that
the character of the Indian polit-
ical system and governance at
home is an important second leg
of India's grand strategy. This
should never be forgotten.

Consider the present moment
in world affairs. Are the actions
of the US and Israel likely to cre-
ate a global, and regional, envi-
ronment conducive to India’s
economic development? If not,
should we not be objecting to
their actions rather than remain
mute? Will the ilisation of

developments and statements
from the Trump administration
suggest that the US can no
longer be regarded as a ‘strate-
gic’ and ‘trusted’ partner in the
pursuit of such a goal.

Our global personality as a lib-
eral, plural and secular democra-
cy has been defined by our con-
stitutional principles and values.
If the world is becoming less tol-
erant of such values and if
nations led by leaders who are
bigoted and authoritarian are
becoming more assertive, ought
we not to reiterate our interests
based on our grand strategy?

The military and economic
policies of major powers are not
creating a global environment
that would be conducive to
India’s emergence as a devel-
oped economy and a liberal, plu-
ral and secular democracy.
Against this background, how
we govern ourselves at home
and pursue our development
becomes even more important.

Are the policies being followed
at home likely to help us meet
the goals of Atmanirbharata
and Viksit Bharat? An increas-
ingly communalised ruling dis-
pensation that pursues policies
that slow down economic devel-
opment and make it less egali-
tarian is, by definition, not pur-
suing the goal of Viksit Bharat
as defined by our constitutional
view of a grand strategy. It is pre-
cisely for this reason that the
Modi government should take a
more long-term view of develop-
ments at home and overseas
and examine whether they
serve our national interest.

The problem with much
scholarship these days is that it
views domestic and global
events in a piecemeal manner
without ing their impact

West Asia not slow down India’s
Jjourney towards Viksit Bharat?
If so, does the Modi govern-
ment’s present stance fit in with
our grand strategy?

Our strategic partnership with
the US was based on the
assumption that the US would
be a partner in the pursuit of
India’s grand strategy. Recent

on our goal of becoming Viksit
Bharat. With fundamental
changes taking place in the
global system, it is necessary to
evaluate who India’s partners
really are in the pursuit of the
goal of Viksit Bharat. The task
athand, to be sure, is entirely in
our hands, but the external
environment matters too.

Strategy is a commodity, execution is an art. —peter Drucker

Ramzan and
Urdu Bazaar

SYED NOORUZZAMAN

VERY year during Ramzan (the Islamic month of fasting),
I remember a former colleague who shared with me an
interesting experience he had during a visit to the historic
Urdu Bazaar in Delhi’s Jama Masjid area. Though an English-
language journalist, the late Saraswati Saran Kaif was consid-
ered an authority on Igbal, the Poet of the East. He had authored
awell-received book in English on the celebrated Urdu poet.
Kaif knew very well that the iftar (fast-breaking) time in any
Muslim-majority area gives the impression as if a curfew has
been imposed. Every eatery in such localities has a curtain
hung on its front side during the day. It is difficult to find any-
body enjoying food in the open in such neighbourhoods, espe-

cially during the evening hours.
The day’s fasting comes to an end at sunset — the sirens
installedin itched on that the devout
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An interesting confession

IT was a singularly interesting confession which Lord Lytton
made in arecent address at Dacca to a Muslim organisation, of
which he had just been made a life member. “I have talked
even with the most extreme of the younger politicians”, said
His Excellency, “and have never yet found one who wants any-
thing for India which I do not also want, or who has any politi-
cal aspirations for the country which I do not entirely share.”
We do not know if in making this confession it was any part of
His Excellency’s intention to answer a famous Aligarh speech
in which unmeasured ridicule and contempt were poured
upon these very aspirations by a Muslim politician who only a
short while before had been Lord Lytton’s colleague in the
government, What we do know is that if he had intended to
give the lie direct to certain parts of that speech, he could not
have spoken differently. But that is another matter. Our pres-
ent concern is with his lordship himself. If it is, indeed, the case
that he has never yet met the Indian politician, however young
and however extreme in his views, who wants anything more
for his country than he himself wants or who has aspirations
for his country which he does not entirely share, how does he
defend the policy he has consistently and systematically fol-
lowed during these many months and for which the one possi-
ble and appropriate name is ruthless repression? Such a poli-
cy can be justified, if at all, only when you are confronted by a
widespread subversive movement, which it is not within the
resources of statesmanship to deal with in any other way.

should now break their fast. Immediately, azan (the call for
prayers) is announced. Muslims begin to eat whatever they can
before proceeding to anearby mosque to offer prayers. But noone
can gather courage to eat anything before the fixed fast-breaking
time evenifthey are not fasting. This practice is maintained keep-
ing in view the sentiments of the devout.

Such was the situation when Kaif unwittingly took out a cig-
arette and his lighter, and began smoking. He was so engrossed
in reading a book at a bookshop in Urdu Bazaar that he forgot
about the prevailing practice. Soon, an old man interrupted
him, saying politely, “Bade miyan, even if you are not observ-
ing a fast, please respect the sentiments of the devout. You hap-
pen to be here when people are patiently waiting to break their
fast in a few minutes.” Pat came Kaif's response, “How do you
presume that T am a Muslim? I am not a Muslim. I am a com-
munist and not a serious practitioner of my own religion.”

“But your dress and language indicate that you are a Mus-
lim. You are busy reading a book in Urdu. You are speaking
chaste Urdu,” the man said.

“T am sorry. You are right. But I indulged in smoking at this
time as I forgot that I was in the Urdu Bazaar area,” Kaif
responded in a pacifying tone.

Alas, when I visited that place recently, I noticed that Urdu
Bazaar of the past was no longer there. It has only two shops sell-
ing Urdu books. The othershops off¢ bles or items meant for
tourists. Urdu bookstores have shifted to a nearby street called
Gali Matia Mahal. Interestingly, the old market is still called Urdu
Bazaar, though it has turned into a bustling food market.

Theiconic market traces its origins to the 17th century, when
the area flanked by the Jama Masjid and the Red Fort had
Army eamps. By around 1920, it had several Urdu bookshops
and publishing houses. It grew into a major attraction for writ-
ers, poets, intellectuals and others. India’s first Prime Minis-
ter Jawaharlal Nehru visited it occasionally.

The writer is a senior journalist

epaper.tribuneindia.com

LETTERS T HE EDITOR

India diversifying oil sources
Refer to ‘West Asia crisis roils oil, gas mar-
kets’; the highest ever Brent Crude oil price
was $ 147.5 per barrel in 2008 and we should
not be surprised if we see that threshold
being breached amid the current Gulf crisis.
The Centre must be completely transparent
on the oil and gas crisis. The government has
made it clear that fuel prices will not be hiked
till crude oil price goes past $130 per barrel,
until then oil marketing companies will
absorb the losses. The Russian oil supply
waiver has provided some relief, but we will
have to tap Australia and Canada for gas sup-
ply and scale up ethanol and biogas produc-
tion. The government has already started
procuring crude from 40 other countries, 70
per cent of it from non-Hormuz routes.

BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

Long queues for LPG
Refer to ‘Centre rushes to allay LPG fears’ and
“ West Asia crisis roils oil, gas markets’; despite
government's tall claims of no shortage and no
cause for panic, cooking gas consumers can be
seen queuing up outside gas agencies and petrol
pumps in many cities. There is panic among
dhaba and restaurant owners. Airlines have
announced fuel surcharge on tickets, Shortage
and crisis of petroleun products in the country
isimminent if the war continues longer. Howev-
er, India is sending 5,000 metric tonnes of diesel
to the same Bangladesh where innocent Hindus
were targeted and murdered recently.

VINAY KUMAR MALHOTRA, AMBALA

Protect migrant labour in Gulf
The government should come forward to pro-
tect Indian migrant labourers in the Middle
East. The country has faced such type of situ-
ation previously also and successfully handled
it. Indian workers in the Gulf are employed in
low-wage sectors and have been left stranded
due to the ongoing war. Telling stories are
emerging of their stay in cramped dormitories,
construction sites and labour camps. Constant
missile and drone attacks have caused severe
casualties disrupting employee safety, com-
mercial movement, mobility and operational
continuity. Security risks in maritime activi-
ties will put workers at risk of employment
instability if tensions continue to escalate.
YASH PAL RALHAN, JALANDHAR

Wartime propaganda
Apropos of ‘Propaganda, social media and the
fog of war”; during World War I, the British
propaganda machine spread a canard that the
German army was using the bodies of dead
soldiers to produce soap, fats and other mate-
rials in a factory called the ‘German corpse
factory’. After the war, investigations showed
that the story was false. British officials them-
selves later admitted that the report had been
a propaganda tactic. During a war, it is com-
mon for opponent countries to spread false
publicity. For ordinary people, it then becomes
very difficult to judge whether the news we
read is true or simply disinformation.

IHSAN ALI, QADIAN

Shed patriarchal mindset
With reference to ‘Why Hali should be read
today’; we need to change our patriarchal
mindset, ensure women's dignity and safety
to create a gender-equal and prosperous soci-
ety. Today women are educated, self-assertive
and confident, economically empowered and
liberated, and breaking the glass ceiling in
various spheres of life and contributing
equally towards national development. But
despite continued government initiatives
and judicial intervention, women have to face
restrictive customs and bear responsibilities
at home in the name of culture. Women are in
no way lesser human beings. Male chauvin-
ism is still entrenched deep in the lower as
well as upper strata of society, which are
regressive, despite adequate education and
exposure to modern society.

DS KANG, HOSHIARPUR

Faith in courts, CBI eroded
Refer to ‘CBI under scrutiny’; the common
man has no power to fight such a big cult
like Ram Rahim’s, they only have faith in
the CBI and the courts. Political parties
encash his popularity during election time
and they don’t carry any responsibility of
wrongs done to the victims. This verdict will
influence the other religious babas that if
they have power and money, no one can
challenge them. We were taught in schools
that CBI separates truth from the lies; with
Ram Rahim being exonerated, all these les-
sons have been unlearnt.

SAROJ BANYAL, HAMIRPUR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sént by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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RYSTS AND TURNS

JULIO RIBEIRO

Arvind
Kejriwal
dumped
Anna Haz-
are to pursue
his political ambitions, he
surely must have known that
no political party could sur-
vive without adequate fund-
ing. Bal Thackeray's Shiv
Sena, which was established
as a political party in the mid-
1960s, could function as such
only after it gained control of
the Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation. It was widely
rumoured that the Sena sub-
sisted mainly on the 10 per
cent its corporators earned on
every contract signed in their
respective wards.

Every party, including the
BJP — the "party with a dif-
ference' — has to find sources
to finance its expenses, like
paying wages to fulltime

workers and organising pub-
lic meetings. I am convinced
that AAP is no exception.

I met Kejriwal only once,
about two decades ago. For-
mer Union Cabinet Secre-
tary, BG Deshmukh, Dr RK
Anand, a leading paediatri-
cian of Mumbai and an
activist against malpractices
in the medical profession,
and I had set up in 2002 an
NGO, the Public Concern for
Governance Trust (PCGT),
aimed at defending honest
government officers.

It was Deshmukh who invit-
ed Kejriwal to interact with the
trustees of the PCGT He
obliged. He was then an
income tax officer serving in
Delhi. Kejriwal told us that he
had placed a chair on the pave-
ment outside his office, where
he sat for an hour each day
before office hours.

People who could not obtain
their PAN cards or IT refunds
without paying bribe used to
approach him to get their
‘work donewithout any hassle.

No wonder I was taken
aback when reports claimed
that Kejriwal had ordered a
Jjacuzzi to be installed at the
Delhi CM's residence. It was
an unnecessary luxury that

OPED
CBl'simage has taken a hit in Kejriwal case

COMPROMISED : Isthe CBI permanently to be dubbed a “caged parrot™? pn

seemingly changed his pub-
lic perception as a man of
the people.

The trial court in Delhi that
absolved Kejriwal and Man-
ish Sisodia in the excise policy
case was very harsh on the
CBI's investigating officer
(I0). The officer must have
been under immense pres-
sure from his bosses who had
to comply with the orders of
the political leadership.

One may argue that the
CBI's top brass should have
resisted political pressure. I
know of many senior police
leaders who politely refuse to
comply with ‘"irregular’

Targeting
opponents by using
Central investigation
agenciesisa
relatively novel
method.

orders. But Tam reminded of
a conversation I had with top
leaders of the Gujarat Police
in 2002 after the riots that
broke out in the wake of the
Godhra train massacre.

Then Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee had pulled up
Gujarat's then Chief Minister
Narendra Modi for failing to
do his Raj Dharma! T paid a

visit to Ahmedabad and asked
top police officers, who had
worked under my command,
why they had failed.

They informed me that the
political leadership was differ-
ent from any I had worked
with during my career It

would not just stop at transfer-  Kerala without the CPM
ring officer: dit! lates to an India drifting

The tragedy is that therep-  far away from federalism. Itis
utation of a premier investi-  ajarring thought.

gating agency like the CBI
has been badly dented by the
recent judgment.

How will the CBI regain its
credibility? Is it permanently
tobe dubbed a "caged parrot"?
Even run-of-the-mill police
investigators, like the ones
commissioners and superin-
tendents of police across the
country rely upon daily to
crack difficult cases, are not
"caged parrots". They are sup-
posed to establish the truth,
and they do so routinely.

‘The BJP has one overpower-
ing intent. It wants double-
engine, and now triple-engine
governments, in every state of
the Union. It has used various
means to achieve this dream.

‘Winning over elected oppo-
nents is, perhaps, a legitimate
method in a democratic poli-
ty, but, allegedly, targeting
opponents by using Central
investigation agencies, like
the CBI and the Enforcement
Directorate, is a relatively
novel method.

‘West Bengal without the Tri-
namool Congress, Tamil
Nadu without the DMK and

If radical elements gain
ground in states such as Ben-
gal and Punjab, there will be
extremist groups on both the
western and eastern borders.
The JamaatelIslami in
Bangladesh may not have
been able to win the recent
elections, but it took a leading
part in the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina, proving thatitisa fac-
tor to be reckoned with in that
country's politics.

During Hasina's reign, India
did not have to worry about its
eastern borders. Today, with
the Bangladesh Nationalist
to be more watchful lest Pak-
istan's ISI get a foothold there.

The BJP-led Union gov-
ernment shouldn’t think of
using Central probe agen-
cies against Opposition
leaders and concentrate
more on heightened exter-
nal threats. There’s another
reason why the government
should change course: India
must avoid becoming a reli-
gion-obsessed country like
our neighbour on the
western border.

The hidden heat of modern cities

a

ana's industrial activity, Mandi Gob-
indgarh's furnaces and the expansion of
commercial and residenti i

across

longed periods of heat more dangerous.
This is why waste heat deserves greater
ion in public discussion. It is not

Punjab add to the heat burden. Even
when the source goes unnoticed, its
effects are felt in hotter streets, warmer
nights and greater outdoor discomfort.
Audcondmonmg is perhaps the deamst

SS SEKHON
FORMER PROFESSOR,
GURU NANAK DEV UNIVERSITY

S North India heads into

another punishing summer,

Punjabis already feeling the

strain. Farmers worry about

eat stress on wheat, resi-

dents brace for longer afternoons
indoors and cities prepare for rising
electricity demand, worsening traffic
congestion and heat radiating from con-
crete. When we talk about climate
change, we usually focus on greenhouse
gases (GHGs). Yet another form of
warming affects urban residents every
day, but it rarely receives much atten-
tion: anthropogenic heat, or waste heat.

Waste heat is the heat released by vehi-
cles, ACs, factories, power plants, diesel
generators and machines that keep mod-
ern life running. GHGs are the main
source of warming, but waste heat makes
local conditions worse, especially in dense
urban areas. This is not a minor issue ina
rapidly urbanising and energy-hungry
country like India. Every time we burn
fuel, run machinery or cool a building,
much of that energy evenma]ly escapes
intoth asheat
Thermal power plants lose a substantial
portion of their energy during electricity

manyindustrial
from steel-making to oil refining, dothe
same. Conventional vehicles are also inef-
ficient: much of the fuel they burn
becomes heat rather than motion.

At the same time, concrete, asphalt and
glass absorb solar radiation during the
day and releaseit slowly after sunset. This
is the familiar urban heat island effect.
‘Waste heat adds another layer. The result
is that cities often remain warmer than
nearby rural areas, particularly at night,
when relief should normally come.

Chandigarh, with more registered vehi-
cles than residents, illustrates how trans-
port becomes a generator of heat. Ludhi-

roundi

le of this paradox. AC:
for Lhe elderly. children, patients and
those working indoors. But when thou-
sands of such units run at once ina dense
neighborhood, they can make surround-
ing streets and building exteriors even
hotter:

The same is true of transport. India now
has well over 40 crore registered vehicles,
most powered by internal combustion
engines. In heavy traffic, engines ulle
exn run hot, brak

separate from development; it is one of
the hidden costs of the way we develop.
Unless cities begin to plan for it, the prob-
lem will grow alongslde rising mcomes,

Surveillance in schools

observe the 'performance’ of teachers and
students in the classroom. But its more con-
troversial use comprises observing and
assessing teachers’ performance and stu-
dents' discipline. This has the potential to
intrude on private activities by recording
their pelsona] information with or without

traffic, inds 1 growth and i _ theirk Technology should provide
demand for cooling. h ARMA asolution toa problem and not be aknee-jerk
Denmark, Sweden and Finland already NAVNEET SH reaction to a particular incident.

use waste heat from power plants, indus-
tries and data centres to warm homes,
while some Indian industries use waste
heat to generate electricity.

Punjab has an opportunity to respond
early and intelligently. Industrial waste-
heat recovery can help factories reuse
energy instead of releasing it into the
en\n.ronment Better building design,
ive roofs and efficient

frictional heat and crowded roads radiate
warmth back into the air.

Our digital lifestyles also carry a hidden
thermal cost. Data centres, server rooms,
telecom infrastructure and their cooling
systems consume large amounts of elec-
tricity and release much of itas heat. Pun-
Jjab too is becoming more integrated into
thisinfrastructure through IT parks, com-
mercial expansion and rising demand for
uninterrupted digital services.

The public-health are

apphances mn reduce the need for exces-

haded by
ventilated public spaces and water access
points can make summer streets safer.
Stronger public transport and less
dependence on private vehicles would
reduce both emissions and heat on the
roads.

The state can also link heat manage-
ment tobroader environmental priorities.
Rooftop solar and canal-top solar can
reduce on thermal power.

serious. Higher temperatures increase
the risk of heat exhaustion, dehydration,
cardiovascular stress and sleep disrup-
tion. Qutdoor workers bear the brunt.
Poorer households suffer disproportion-
ately. When nights remain hot, the body
has less chance to recover, making pro-

Waste heat may receive less
attention than climate
change, but for millions it is

the mostimmediate form of

climate stress.

Cleaner biomass use would be far prefer-
able to open burning of crop residue.
Local governments can incorporate heat
risk into building rules, transport plan-
ning and summer preparedness instead
of treating heat as merely a seasonal
inconvenience.

Thelargerlesson is simple, Energy does
not disappear after it powers our homes,
vehicles and industries. Much of it returns
to the environment as heat. In crowded
cities that heat accumulates around us: in
the air we breathe, on the roads we walk,
and in nights that no longer cool down
enough. If Punjab wants its cities to
remain livable in the decades ahead, it
must pay attention not only to the invisi-
ble gases warming the planet, but also to
the heat building up around us. Waste
heat may receive less attention than cli-
mate change, but for millions of urban
residents, it is one of the most immediate
ways climate stress is felt.

Recognising and managing this hidden
heat may prove essential if our cities are to
remain habitable in a warming world.

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF HP

CHOOL boards require the installa-
tion of CCTV cameras in all schools,
including in corridors and class-
rooms. The rising rate of crime
involving students justifies, even

necessitates, this. Its main aim is to keep stu-
dentsand staff'safe and help identify those who
commit crimes or show anti-social behaviour.

Surveillance technology is common in pub-

lic places and is lawful. But the use of cameras
in schools raises some questions. Are class-
rooms public or private spaces? Do students
and teachers expect privacy within school
precinets? Schools have restricted access.
They are not fully public, like parks.

‘When entering a school, students and staff

Jjoin a community where individual rights are
shaped by the broader needs of the school.
Individual rights must be balanced with the
community's right to a safe environment.
School activities are more regulated than
those at home. Teachers and students do not
want their actions to be constantly monitored
as it is detrimental to the teacher-student
relationship. Teachers need to be enabled to
discuss sensitive issues with students.

Another aim of surveillance could be to

The more controversial use
of cameras comprises
observing and assessing
teachers performance and
students' discipline.

Their impact on pedagogy also deserves
examination. Surveillance in classrooms can
stifle open inquiry, which lies at the heart of
learning. In a classroom where everything is
recorded, astudent hesitates toraise her hand,
fearing that a silly' mistake might be captured
and later scrutinised by parents, administra-
tors or classmates. Similarly, a teacher may
avoid encouraging discussions on sensitive
topics, worrying that a momentary lapse or
nuanced explanation could be misinterpreted.
These subtle shifts can undermine the trust
essential for genuine educational growth.

Cameras in the classroom do not lead to an

in teaching, i if they

are used to evaluate teachers, finds a 2011
study by Jack Hassard. According to areport,
85% schools in Britain have CCTVs. Teachers
cite concerns that the cameras are not set for
safety reasons, but to judge them. A study by
a teachers' union in the UK showed that 41%
teachers claimed the cameras were used to
find evidence that led to "negative views" of
the staff being monitored.

Education processes are social processes
carried out in an environment of trust and
freedom. Cameras affect students' psyche as
they may not respond in a natural way dur-
ing the teaching-learning processes.

Astudy by the National Association of School
Psychologists in the US finds there is no clear
evidence that the use of metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras or guards in schools is effective in
preventing violence and providing a safe envi-
ronment. Teachers and students can feel vul-
nerable in a classroom where cameras can slip
into an evaluative role which seeks to catch
youdoing something wrong, rather than being
atool to help one see clearly.

We also need to realise whether these
cameras are going to 'fix’' the pedagogy by
the nanny state, as it does with the curricu-
lum — pre-deciding what to think rather
than how to think. The truism that the 'des-
tiny of India is being shaped in her class-
rooms' cannot be equated with crafting des-
tiny under surveillance.

Views are personal
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Availability over price

Gas supply crunch after West Asia turmoil shows
full pricing freedom for complex fields can’t wait

HE WAR INWest Asia has quickly exposed the deepvulnerabilities

of India’s energy sector. The flaring up of crude prices has adverse

ramifications for domestic inflation, the currentaccount,govern-

ment finances,and economic growth. However, as far as the war-
induced crippling of natural gas supplies is concerned, the crisis has been
prompt.Thisexplainswhy QatarEnergy’s halt inliquefied natural gas (LNG)
production has forced the government to immediately consider rationing
gas supplies and reprioritising allocation across sectors. Transportation,
cooking,and farming already receive top pnunty These sectors would now
getan even larger share of th i duced) gas supplies, likely leaving
industrial users like the petrochemical-to- plasucs value chain (the cracker
route) highand dry.

Nearly haif of 195 million standard cubic metres per day (mmscmd) of
gasconsumed in the countryis met through capital-intensive LNG imports.
Asmuchas 60 mmscmd of gas,oraround two-thirdsof imports, is currently
unavailable due to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz and the force majeure
declared by Qatar.Infact,India’s gas consumption growthis farbelow poten-
tialand stunted. The green-transition target toraise the share of this hydro-
carbon to 15% of the country’s energy mix by 2030 doesn’t appear to be
within reach. The dynamics of India’s gas economy remained skewed for
manyyears.The earlier pricing systems—opaque administered capsand the
one linked to global gas hubs—were far removed from domesuc realities or
coststructures.Uncertainties over
tious, causing stagnant production and drying up of new discoveries.

Overall high costs have also made gas unviable for power generation.
Gas-based power stations are heavily under-utilised or stranded, with an
average plantload factorofjustaround 15%in off-summer periods.In fact,
the National Electricity Plan has turned silent on the use of this fuel. Asan
industrial feedstock, gas has often stoked inflation, with the cost of its
volatile prices borne not only by consumers at large, but also by the gov-
ernment. Retail prices of urea are kept unchanged, irrespective of the
vagaries of the global LNG market.

However, thereis reason to believe that implementation of the Kirit Parikh
Comumittee’s recc dationssince April 2023 hasmade gas pricingalit-
tle more investor-friendly. As for the legacy nomination fields run by the
ONGC-OIL, the price band linked to Indian crude basket,along with monthly
revisionsand annual ceiling escalation, is seen to balance producerviability
and consumer interests. With the stated purpose of attracting investment
incomplexoffshorefields,a separate pricing policyis in place,withafarmore
liberal cap benchmarked to imported LNG price. The average production
from the fields run by the Reliance-BP combine in the Krishna Godavari (KG)
basin,rose sharply from 20to 27 mmsemd between 2022-23and 2023-24
andisnowaround 28 mmscmd.The combine’s current productionisaround
30% of total domestic gas output at its peak,while ONGC hasalso sharpen-
editsfocus onitsassetsin the KGbasin.The government must not deferimp-
lementing complete pricing freedom for difficult-field gas.As per Parikh pa-
nel’sreport, thiswastotake effect bythis January,butit hasyet to materialise.
Alongwith thenew, emphasison coal-bed projects,market-
determined pricing for deep and ultradeep water gas would help India pre-
pareitselfbetter forglobal energy supply shocks like the present one.

ivepric IS cau-

The mercy of letting go

WHEN A YOUNG life is suspended between breath and silence, the law is forced to
mnfmnt questions that medicine alone cannot answer. The Supreme Court 's deci-
iafora32 -year-( i

isarec

dignity,c andclo-
ure must the most p: isionsat the edge of life.

For months, the young man's body continued to breathe with the help of
machines, even as his mind remained locked in darkness. Doctors had concluded
that the damage was irreversible and that there would be no awakening. What

dwasalife ined by tube: and the fragile thythm of hope
slowly giving way to resignation.

The court’s ruling does not celebrate death. It acknowledges the limits of medi-
cine in an age where technulugy can extend biological life long after consciousness

vay.Modern ypowertosus-
tainthe body,butith d situati 1
memory,ordignity. The law cannot pretend these dilemmas do not exist.
Over the past decade, the court has carefully carved outa narrow and cautious

isonesuch Tt

path through this moral terrain. g with the landmark j in the
Aruna gcasein 2011 and st hened by later rulings ising liv-
ingwillsand p. ssi ia,the court h alegal framework
thatallows families to drawli tunderstrict The present
ruling continues that journey.

Shanbaug,who had slipped intoavegetati d there formore

than four decades, should have been allowed to dielong ago. Her existence became
asymbol of medical endurance, but also of prolonged suffering that the law hes-
itated to confront.When the SC finally allowed passive euthanasia in principle in
2011, itstill declined towithdraw her life support.She
would continuein that tilherdeath
in2015.The tragedy of Shanbaug was not only thebru-
tality that destroyed her life in a single night, but also
the years in which dignity seemed trapped between
hope, fear, and legal hesitation. Her story remains a
haunting reminderthat mercydelayed can sometimes
become another form of cruelty.

‘Wednesday’s judgment also opens a deeper debate
that society cannot mdcﬁmtely postpone Many argue
Lhet lf thelaw p:

SHYAMAL
MAJUMDAR ot o

]
itmustalsocon-
ﬁont the quesnnn of active cuthanasla, where doctors
ing swiftly.To them,
the distinction between allowing death and causing
death canappear thin. In cases of unbearable suffering with no possibility of recov-
ery, they say,active euthanasia may seem the more humane choice.
But the argument is fraught with moral peril. Medicine, afterall, rests on a foun-
dational promise: to preserve life. Allowing doctors to amvely end life risks altering

shyamal.mojumdar

thatsacred trust. Tt iso fears thatsuch .|r||lar|
insocietieswt Iderlv the disabled.or thed
dens These concernsare neither abstract nortrivial. They explam why the court has

ingthelawtop,
stnct medma] andjudicial overslght

Venso, uling
death is not always an enemy that must be fought until the final breath. Someumes
itisarelease from suffenng that mcdxcme cannolongerheal.

Modem p deathintoi dbehind hospi-
tal curtain: dedb hi d protocols.\ k savil
hvcs,yet rarelyabout howlife should end. Perhaps itis time foramore open national

it advance directives,about the dignity of patients who cannot
speak for lves,and about how ion should guide us when medicine
has reached its limits.

The SC’s judgment does not settle the debate. But it reminds us that thelaw, atits
most humane, i rules. In permittinga grieving familyto finallylet
go,thecourtt Iy that i isnot tohold
tolifeatall costs, but toallowit to end with dignity.
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Opinion

HE SUPREME COURT'S
(SC) February 5 order in the
Supertech matteranswersa
question that hasvexed the
insolvencyecosystemssince
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC) first confronted real estate stress:
whose claim deserves primacy when a
developer collapses, the bank or the
homebuyer? Hopefully, the 7th amend-
ment to the IBC, slated for the ongoing
Budget session of Parliament, will pro-
videan itati

WWW.FINANC

@ REAL ESTATE INSOLVENCY
SUPREME COURT HAS BRIDGED A GAP WHERE IBC FELL SHORT; LEGISLATURE MUST CLOSE IT IN LAW

Deliver the homes first

MS SAHOO
RAGHAYV PANDEY

Respectively Emeritus Fellow,
Insolvency Law Academy, and
Assistant Professor, NLU Delhi

productta t_lmconsmnermusttakeprece

tatmn of the NBCC takeover, effectively

denceoverth
its creditors.

Invoking Article 142 to uphold the
National Company Law Appellate Tri-
bunal’s December 2024 direction

ThisrelianceonArticle 142 is| buth the
I The

orridor forcom-
pleung stalled projects. This reflects a
recognition that repeated litigation has

order’s strength and
provision empowers the SC to pass such

often p d delays in large real
estate insolvencies and frustrated the

® WATER SECURITY

President Droupadi Murmu

Awareness about water management and
conservation among the younger generation will
ensure the country's water security in future

promise of a home rather than from a
financial investment and accordingly
deserve priorityin ion proce:
Though it does not articulate theissuein
these words, the Supertech order moves
+ e + dicial

rather than legislative means.

‘The logic for such priority is not unfa-
miliar in financial regulation. The Finan-
cial Resolutionand Deposit Insurance Bill,
2017, for example, proposed a priority
structure for financial service providers
that placed customer claims ahead of
otherclaimants.Similarprinciplesalready
operate in insurance liquidation and the

protectionofclient securitie:

NBCC tech’s orders as are necessary to do “complete objective of delivering homes. law. Customers who pay money fora pro-
16stalled housmgprmects thecourt held justice”, parllcu]arly when existing legal The deeper structural issue, however, mised product beara different risk from
that other claims will be c only Here, over remains unresolved. Real estate firms in um money. Tt
afterh 50,000 2010and | Indiaoccupya position that the [BCwas ificand contractual;thecred-
aredelivered tothe buyers.Anysu:plus,ir 2012 had remained unde- not originally designed to itor’s claim is inherently risk-adjusted.
added, may thereafter be distributed livered for over a decade. —e——— 1 dress. They are hybrids: Applying thislogic toreal estate insol-
among other claimants ina manner the Facedwithsuch prolonged  Each intervention, ~ conventional i vencieswould not i i
tribunals consider just and equitable. failure of the statutory from Amrapali to that borrow from banks vencyregime,a path that risks fragment-

TheIBCrestsonadistinction between process, the court stepped pal and engage contractors,but ing the framework. A more modest but
financial creditorsand operational credi- | in. JaypeetoSuper- 5o financial intermedi- | consequential amendment could place
tors.Financial creditors—banks, financial inaryremedies  tech, aries that collect customer | the obligation to deliver homes ahead of
institutions,and bondholders—siton the donotcreateastabledoc-  the case for reform: fundstofinanceconstruct- creditor distributions in the msalvency
committee of creditors and exercise trine. Article 142 is inher- ATl ion.Whensuchhybrids fail, waterfallfor:
cnmme.rctal wmdom over the iate of the eutlymse specificand does 2 . the insol Thatwould achi whatthe
cor lo no i for a clear mechanism that struggles to reconcile the | SChasachieved thmugh Article 142,but
suppliers, service provldets, and emp- stat\ltoty rule governing protects the competing claims of lend- with the predictability and stability that
loyees—have claims but no governance future real estate insolven- homebuyer as a ers and ¢ The judiciali ion cannot.
rights. The 2018 amendment deemed cies. The next bench con- 2018 amendment addres- The Supertech order is, therefore, a

1 creditorsand fronted w1th the next failed customer sed thls by pullmg home- welcome intervention. It brings relief to
atthedecision- decide buyersi fra- t ili I ited far

‘making h horised represe-
ntatives, However, resemblance to banks
Abank canabsorbl

isonly
write off losses against capital,and mqvc
on to the next transaction. A family that
haspaidi forl

aflatin Noida cannot do the same.

The court does not engage with the
doctrinal question of whether homebuy-
ers are properly classified as financial
creditors. Instead, through Article 142, it
establishes a hierarchy of outcomes:
homes first, creditor recoveries next. This
is a judicial assertion that in real estate

afresh whether the facts
warrantasimilarinvocation.
The Supertech order less car-

mework. The Supertech
order addlesses it by pushmg creditor
delivery. Bothare

ries implications beyond the immediate
reliefto homebuyers. It reinforces anem-
erging principle that in real estate insol-

vencies,| pro;ect complennnmhe primary
objective,with asec-

workamunds.

The treatment of homebuyers under
the IBC, therefore, remains misaligned
with theiractual eccnouuc posmon Clas-

toolong fortheirhomes.Atthesame time,
itsignalstothelegislatureand regulators
that the IBC’s treatment of homebuyers
remains a work in progress. Nearly a
decade after the code’s enactment, real
estate insolvencies still depend on
episodicjudicial intervention ratherthan

mfymgthemas wasan

ondary cons ion.This i

uallogicof the IBC,whereresolution plans
areevaluated primarily for the value they
delivertocreditors.In Supertech, therele-

actoflegislatis itplaced
ordinary families,who had invested life
savings into homes, within acommercial
decision-making apparatus designed for

vant metricbecomes delivery.
The SC also dlrected that no court or

insolvencies, the delivery of th

lenders.A
tionwould recognise homebuyersas cus-
tomers whose claims arise from the

asettled statutor

Each intervention, from Amrapali to
Jaypee to Supertech,strengthens the case
for reform: a waterfall mechanism that
protects the homebuyeras a customer.
The Supreme Court has acted where the
1IBC fell short. The task of completing the

k h

Healthcare can’t afford regulatory overload

AMEERA SHAH

President, NATHEALTH, & Promoter and
Executive Chairperson, Metropolis Healthcare

A focused regulatory overhaul can simultaneously
uphold standards and promote ease of doing
business, unleashing the sector’s full potential

INDIA'S HEALTHCARE INDUSTRY is not
justan essential pillar of national well-
being; it is also a high-impact economic
engine.Withthe privatesectorcateringto
over 70% of India’s patients, it forms the
backbone of service delivery, innovation,
and infrastructure. The sector has drawn
nearly$30billionininvestmentsin recent

central and state authorities and subject

app].lcablhtyof judicial rulings,leading to

to more than 6,500 i require-
ments. Atyplcalhealthcarefamhtymaybe
required to comply with nearly 29,000

legal
Thisi

ti i di d ion,simplif-

ymgenvuonmental and safetycomphan

i nlar

dlagnosms is the foundation of preven-

luding:
ingover 1,500 records and securing close
to1,400approvals,

Adding to this complexity is the con-

. If we want India to move
from illness to wellness by shlfung from
we

eatmg adedicated med-tech regulatory
system,and bringing clarity to ethical ma-
rketmgpramccs Butbeyond operational

must create a clearer, more supportive

the real impact of smarter reg-
ulation lies inwhat it creates for citizens.

years,: and isone of the most dys d
areas forlong-term h
Yet, beyond capital and capacity,what
truly deter the future of
isthe ecosystem inwhich it operates.

Y pe;
25-30% of regulations undergoing cha-
ngeseachyear.Thisunpredictability crea-
tes uncertainty for investors, delays pro-

regulator: for ctor.

Another example of outdated regula-
tionistherestriction on hospital building
height under the National Building Code,

However, as healthe 'y beco-
mes more complex and technology-dri-
ven, regulatory frameworks must evolve
in pa{al]el Wh(-_n comphance becomes

ictable,

it increases the cost of care, slows expan-
s:on and diverts critical resources away
ingregula-

tory friction is therefore not merely an
industry demand—it xs a national imper-
ative and

jectexecution,and escalates 2016, which caps height at
i ) 45 metres, despite no such
While regulation is Atypical limitation forresidential or
essential for patient safety healthcare commercial buildings. This
and quality assurance, o limits optimal land utilisa-
excessive overlaps,incon-  facility may be  tion and forces horizontal
istenti nd quired to comply  expansioninland-scarceur-
fragmgntedl pmcesses with nearly 29,000  banareas.Allthiseventually
ft t resources, obligations increases capital expendi-
and focus away from what ture due to duplication of
matters most patient care annually infrastructure and manpo-
i ion.Theneed of wer, Revisiting such norms

high-quality healthcare forall.
Today, India stands at a pivotal

the hour is not deregula-
tion, but smarter regulation—one that

moment. Enc inga
growing spirit of partners}np between
policymakers, healthcare organisations,
and federations as we work together to

patients while allowing pro-

with robust safety safe-
guards will ensure that India’s cities can
buildhealthcare capacxtyfor(he futurein

One :f the most pressing challenges
hes in the diagnostics sector, wlnch rem-

a -ost-effectiy 1a

Afocused mgﬂa{oryuvednaulcan sim-

and prom-

this is not about deregu-
lation. It is about building a thriving
health N s

trust the system, where quality is consis-
tent,and where minimum standards are
assured across the country. When trust is
strengthened, patients do not feel the
need to repeat tests, seek multiple opin-
ions outof doubt,orworryabout variabil-
ityincareand quality. This ishowwe build
a healthcare system that serves people
better, faster,and more fairly.

If India gets regulatory reform right,
the outcomes will be transformational.
Wewﬂ.l not onlyeuable Indian healthcare

also
strengthen India’s position as a global
healthcare destination. “Heal in India”
must not onlybea promise for Indian cit-
izens, but also for the world—where over-
seas patients come to India with trust,
knowing theywillreceive qualitycare, eth-
icaldi : . dard:

build a stronger, futi dy |

ly
system. Meaningful reform is only possi-

between dexpan-

sionand overreguiation. Dxagnosucs lab-

ingthe
sector’s full potential. Some key steps are

The government’s intent and willing-

ble when government and industry col- oratories face conflicting req har ising state and central licensing, ness to engagewith the sectorat this crit-
laborate with a shared commitment to under clinical laws, bio- i ing; transpa- icalj isdeep dable.Ify
improving care forevery citizen. medical waste rules, and local municipal renc; i p continue this collaborative path, we can
Healthcare is among the most regu- ions.Thereare also i P clearan- buﬂdahealthcareecosystem thatistrust-
inIndia, 28 licensingnormsac lear itycer-  ed, fut petitive.
HE EDITOR
World orderin peril provide a convincing legal or moral Need for proactive prosperity is tied to stability in West

Apropos of “A dangerous turn for the
world" (FE, March 11), the recent act-
ions of the Trump administration have
once again raised serious concerns
about the erosion of respect for int-
ernational law. When powerful count-
ries bypass international agreements
orinstitutions, they risk weakening the
very system that helps prevent confli-
cts and promotes cooperanon In this
instance, the ion's failure to

justification for its actions has deepen-
ed anxieties across the global comm-
unity. International law functions
largely on the principle of mutual trust
and adherence; when a major power
appears willing to sidestep those
rules, it emboldens others to do the
same. The result could be a gradual
unravelling of the delicate web of trea-
ties, conventions, and diplomatic und-
erstanding that sustain global order.

1 Kizhumundayur, Thrissur

diplomacy

The widening conflictin West Asia has
placed Donald Trump's administration
ina precarious position. The US
initially appeared confident that a
strong show of support for Israel
would deter Tehran and quickly shift
the balance in the region. Instead, the
confrontation has widened across the
Gulfand beyond. Ultimately, the crisis
highlights how deeply global

, Mahape, Navi 710

Asia. For India, the challenge is not
only securing energy supplies but also
contributing to peace in a region that
remains central to its economic and
strategic interests. In the present
circumstances, proactive diplomacy-
rather than quiet caution-is the need
of the hour. This senseless war must
be brought to an end immediately.
—Gregory Fernandes, Mumbai
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Nepal’s Youthquake

he electoral surge of Balendra Shah, the rapper-
turned-mayor now poised to become Nepal's youngest
Prime Minister, represents more than an
unconventional political victory. It marks a
generational rupture in a political system long dominated by
familiar parties and leaders. By defeating former Prime Minister
K. P.Sharma Oli in his own stronghold and leading the Rastriyz
Swatantra Party toward a commanding parliamentary majori
Mr Shah has ridden a wave of public anger that has been
building for years. If confirmed, the mandate would mark
Nepal's first decisive single-party majority in decades.

For decades, Nepals politics has revolved around a narrow
circle of parties that allemaud in 1r1g|]n L()J.IJUUH gmunmcmq
While the country rom
republic and navigated a difficult peace pmteas after the civi 1]
war, governance often appeared paralysed by factional
bargaining. Frequent changes of government produced little
sense of continuity in policy or reform. To many voters ~
especially the young ~ the system seemed designed more to
sustain political elites than to address the country’s economic
and social challenges. The protests that erupted in 2025
captured that frustration. Demonstrations led largely by
younger Nepalis denounced corruption, nepotism, and
inequality, and demanded accountability from those in power.
‘The unrest exposed a widening disconnect between an
increasingly educated, digitally connected generation and
political institutions that appeared slow to reform themselves.

Mr Shah’s rise must be understood within that context. His
politicalappeal has little to do with traditional ideological
alignments. Instead, it reflects the attraction of an outsider who
has positioned himself as a voice against entrenched power.
The rapid growth of the Rastriya Swatantra Party suggests that
voters are no longer content merely to punish the old guard;
they are prepared to replace it altogether.

Economic realities have amplified that demand for change.
Nepal remains heavily dependent on remittances sent by
millions of citizens working abroad. Every day thousands of
young Nepalis leave in search of employment, a pattern that
has created both economic lifelines and deep social anxiety
about the country's future. A government promising jobs,
infrastructure and better governance therefore enters office
with enormous expectations.

Yet electoral upheaval is easier than political transformation.
If Mr Shali's party ultimately commands a large majority in
parliament, it will have the rare opportunity to pursue reforms
without the constraints of fragile coalitions. That opportunity
also brings risk. Without a strong opposition, the responsibility
to uphold democratic accountability will fall even more heavily
on institutions, civil society, and the electorate itself. Nepal now
stands at an unusually decisive political moment. The defeat of
established leaders ~ from Oli Sharma to figures such as Gagan
Thapa - signals a public appetite for renewal. Yet the endurance
of figures like Pushpa Kamal Dahal reminds observers that
political systems rarely transform overnight. The real test for
Nepal's new leadership will not be winning an election shaped
by anger and hope. It will be proving that the promise of
generational change can translate into lasting governance.

Dynasty Question

he death of Iran’s long-time supreme leader Ali

Khamenei in US-Israeli air strikes aimed at crippling

the country’s leadership, has triggered one of the most

consequential political transitions in the history of the
Islamic republic. The elevation of his son as the new Ayatollah
Vlo]lal).l Khamenei, immediately raises a deeper political
ion about the nature of the revolutionary system created
A republic that once defined itself in opposition to
hereditary now faces the table optics of
power passing from father to son.

The 1979 Iranian Revolution, led by Ayatollah Ruhollah
l\homclm. replaced the rule of the Pahlavi dynasty witha
ical system grounded in clerical authority and the doctrine

¢ faqih, or guardianship of the Islamic jurist. Under
this structure, the supreme leader occupies the highest position
in the state, exercising ultimate authority over the military,
judiciary, and key political institutions. While Iran holds
elections for President and Parliament, the supreme leader
remains the central figure shaping the country’s strategic
direction. Mojtaba Khamenei has long been a familiar name
within Iran’s political elite, though rarely a visible public figure.
For years, insiders in Tehran have suggested that he wielded
influence behind the scenes around the office of his father. Yet
the transition [rom discreet political operator to supreme luder
represents a dramatic shift. The office he now holds

Nation-making and women

‘Havewenot Padminiof
Cheetore, Chand Bibi,Jhansi
Rani?Isshesaintly,apoet,anda
mystic?Istherenot Meera Bae?
Isshethequeen,greatin
administration? Whereis Rani
Bhowani,where AhalyaBae,
whereJanhabiof Mymensingh?
Isitwifehoodinwhichwedeem
thatwomanshinesbrightest?
WhatofSati,of Savitri, of the
ever-gloriousSita? Theseideals
moreoverareconstructive. That

istosay, itisnottheirft
glorythattheIndianchildis
trainedtocontemplate.Itistheir
holiness,simplicity. sincerity,in
aword, theircharacter’

ntoday’sturbulent timeand age, when
womenacrossour world are nspanslbh
s their duties as President:
and Heads of State, industrialists and
oot et St .

weackno dapplaud thi:

is ati And further what kmd of
| cuﬂus the best for
theattempt tosolve the national problems?
What type of education would be not only
national, but also nation-making?”
With her focus on national education,
she wrote, "A national educa is, first

India today, has to be not only national, but
NATION-MAKING. We have seen what a
national education is ~ a training which
has a strong colour of its own, and begins
by relating the child to hishome and country,
through all that is familiar, but ends by

where Ahalya Bae, where Janhabi of
Mymensingh? Is it wifehood in which we
deem that woman shines brightest? What
of Sati, of Savitri, of the ever-glorious Sita?
These ideals moreover are constructive.
Thatis to say, u n not thlI lamL and glorv
that the Indi

and foremost, an education in the national
idealism. We mustremember, however, that
the aim of education is emancipation of
sympathy and intellect. This is not often
reached by foreign methods. By this fact of
the attainment ot the universal, must the
education ultimately sl'md ;ubuﬁed or

of socio-political change witnessed over
the last one hundred years, International
Women's Day, marked this week, is also the
perfect occasion to recall the u)nmbullon

To ema the greatest
number of pcuple most easily and
effectively. it is necessary to choose
familiar ideals and forms, and in every
case. itis necessary tomake progression

of women lhml\us— hil and

S0 lhal lhere bL

educatic ivedita
voluminously on ‘education’and ‘education
for women.” Not a coincidence that Prof
Sugata Bose, hailing from the illustrious
family of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,
recently lauded Sister Nivedita’s role in
harmonizing different streams of thought
of Swami Vivekananda and Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore. Sister Nivedita played
apivotal rolein ensuring that philosophical
foundations aid by theseicori s

of en[lv expencme Such incongruity
begets confusion of thought, and this
confusion is educational chaos.

“A national education then, must be
made upoffamiliarelements. Theideals
presented must always be first clothed
in a form evolved by our own past. Our
imagination must be first based on our
own heroic literature, Our hope must be
ofour history. From the known

wereimplemented as action plans. What is
significant today, and a pointer to the

system, is heremphasis on ‘national education,
‘nation-making’ and ‘education for women’.
Published in 1923 is the compilation of her
papers and essays titled "Hints on National
Education in India’ an invaluable resource
for those drawing upon the past to build a
new future.

In ‘Paper on Education ~ V', Sister Nivedita
spelt it out: “The reconstitution of a nation
has to begin with its ideals. This, because
ina nation three primary elements have to
be considered, first the country. or region,
second, the people, and third, the national
mind. Of the three, the last is dominant,
and all-directing. By working through it,
we may modify or even re-create either or
both of the other two while their influence
uponitiscomparatively feeble and indirect.
Mind can re-make anything, however inert
or rebellious, but a rebellious mind, what
can reach? It follows that in national
reconstruction there is no other factor so
important as education. How is this to be
made national and nationalising? What is
anational education? And conversely, what

to the unknown, from the easy to the
difficult, must be the motto of every
teacher, the rule of every lesson. The
familiar is not the goal; knowledge is the
goal:trained faculty is theaim. An education
thatstopped short at the familiar would be
a bondage instead of an emancipation; a
mockery notareality. The familiaris merely
the first step. But as the first step, it is
essential. Geographical ideas must be built
up first through the ideas of India. But they
must not stop there.”

Each phrase embodying the thoughts of
Sister Nivedita s relevantand importantin
our age when Artificial Intelligence is the
new cloud on the horizon of knowledge. “It
must never be forgotten that nationality in
culture is the means, not the end. There is
alevelofachievement whereall the. cduc'ued
persons of the world can meet, unders!

researcher-author  Ed

and universal. This is the necessary condition
of all healthy education, in all countries,
wlmtcvcr lhelr puhuml p(muon orstage of

as true of Lnglmd and France, as of India,
as true in happiness as in adversity.”

On “The Future Education of the Indian
Woman, Sister Nivedita was clear in the
clarion call she made. “In
making the schoolas much
anessential of the girl’s life,
as it has always been of the
boy’s, we are establishing
something which is never
tobeundone. Every generation
asitcomes will havetocarry
outthegreat task of the next
i ing. Much
in the problem of Woman’s
ion as we today see
it, is difficulty of the time

The writerisa

on history and

heritage issues, only. We have to carry our
and aformer country through an arduous
deputy curatorof  transition. Once the main
Pradhanmaniri content of the modern
Sangrahalaya consciousness finds its way

into the Indian vernaculars,

the problem will have
disappeared. for we learn more from our
Mother tongue itself, than from all our
schools and schoolmasters. In order to
bring about that great day. however, the
Mother Herself calls for vows and service
ofavast spiritual knighthood. Hundreds of

together for the deepening of education in
the best ways amongst women. Most
students, perhaps, might be able to vow
twelve lessons in a year to be given
citherin homeor village, during the holidays
this should hardly prove an exhausting
undertaking yet how much might be
done by it

Sister Nivedita onstructive

and enjoy each other’s associations. This
level is freedom. Intellectually speaking, it
is mukti. But it can be reached only by him
whose knowledge is firm ~ rooted in love
for mother and motherland,” she wrote,
with characteristic flourish.

In an earlier ‘Paper on Education ~ IV',
she had emphasized that “education in

elements within the ambit of idealism.
“Whatis the type of woman we most admire?
Is she strong, resourceful, inspired. fit for
moments of crisis? Have we not Padmini of
Cheetore, Chand Bibi, Jhansi Rani? Is she
saintly, a poet, and a mystic? Is there not
Meera Bae? Is she the queen, great in
administration? Where is Rani Bhowani,

Itis their holiness, simplicity, sincerity, ina
word, their ch.maclu

This, indeed, i diffe s
one’s ownand an alien ideal. Impressed by
the first, it is an effort that we seek to

to arrive at its results. There can never be
any sound education of the Indian woman,
which does not begin and end in exaltation
of the national ideals of womanhood, as
embodied in her own history and heroic
literature.” It is not glorification of the
woman, for Sister Nivedita spoke about
efficiency and duty:*Woman mustundoubtedly
be made efficient. Sita and Savitri were
great in wifehood, only as the fruit of that

dent fact, that they greatwomen.
‘There was no place in life that they did not
fill graciously and dutifully. Both satisftied
every demand of the social ideal. Perfect
wives as they were, if they had never been
numul atall, they must have been perfect
isters, and

disciples. Thisefficiency toall the circumstances

of life, this womanhood before wifehood,
and humanity before womanhood, is
aomelhmg at which the education of the

There was amoralideal for Sister Nivedita
whohad witnessed the Swadeshi movement
in Bengal and felt the pulse of a new nation
being born. She wrote, “the moral ideal of
the India of today has taken on new
dimensions ~ the national and civic. Here
also woman must be trained to play her
part. And again, by struggling towards these
shewillbeeducated. Inorder toachieve the
ideal ol efficiency for the L\xgumcs of lht:

entury, acharacteri

has to be acquired. It is no lonﬂer merely
the spiritual or emotional content of a
statement that has to be conveyed to the
learner, as in the mythologico-social culture
of the past. The mldcm musl now seek to
unders
its relation to cognate ideas and the steps
by whichthe race has come to this particular

ion. The modernsynthesis, inother
words, is scientific, geographical, and
historical.and these three modes of knowing
must ~ since there is no sex in truth ~ be
achieved by woman as by man.”

China’s responsible diplomacy provides stability and certainty for a volatile world

hina’s composureand adherence

toprinciples in handling China-US

relationsreflect its determination

and confidence to bringing

stabilities and certainties to a turbulent

world. That is also a ke message ol the
erenceof Chinas f

on the sideﬁues of the annual session of
Chi

In laying out the country's d.lplom‘mc
policy, Foreign Minister Wang Yi Si

thatina volatile world marked by conflict
and uncertainty, China'sdiplomacy seeks

authority over the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, the
security establishment and the ideological institutions that
define the republic’s identity.

Questions about legitimacy inevitably follow his
appointment. Iran's constitution assigns the selection of the
supreme leader to the Ass y of Experts, a clerical body
responsible for ensuring that the office is filled by a figure with
both religious credentials and political capability. The new
supreme leader’s clerical rank, however, has often been
regarded as modest compared with senior scholars in the
seminaries of Qom, the centre of Shia theological learning, That
gap may not prevent him from governing, but it complicates the
claim that authority flows naturally from religious scholarship.

Political controversies also shadow his rise. During the
presidential elections that brought Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to
power in 2005 and again in the disputed vote of 2009, reformist
leaders such as Mehdi Karroubi accused now Ayatollah
Mojtaba Khamenei of influencing the process through networks
linked to security forces. The protests that followed in 2009,
remembered as the Green Movement, exposed how quickly
public frustration could erupt when large numbers of Iranians
believe the political system offers little genuine choice.

The regional context makes the transition even more
precarious. Iran is already confronting economic pressure from
sanctions and open confrontation with Israel and the United
States. A leadership change brought about by wartime strikes
adds a further layer of uncertainty to an already volatile
‘moment. For the new supreme leader, the challenge now is not
merely to inherit authority but to prove he can exercise it.
Whether his leadership consolidates Iran or intensifies doubts
about its direction will shape Iran’s political future.

“ow

solutions. China and the United States
are both big countries, as Wang said.
“Neither side can remodel the other, but
we can choose how we want to engage,
that is, to commit to a spirit of mutual
respect, to hold the bottom line of peaceful
coexistence, and to strive for the prospect
of win-win cooperation.”

LettersTo The Editor | 53¢
TN polls

Sir. This referstotoday’s report, "Unexpected
TVK intalkstojoin NDA ahead

ls"in The Statesman. The evolving
DUIIULZLI dynarmc% in Tamil Nadu suggest
an emerging contest that could reshape the
state’selectoral landscape ahead of the next

Taking stock of the global landscape, it
is hard to imagine what the world will
become should some countries continue
toact in opposition to the common good.
‘The fighting grinds on in Ukraine and the
Middle East, while countries glare at one
another across the trade barriers erected
by some. In many parts of the world,
everyone claims to want slabxlmv while

vision are the common expectations of
people around the world for a peaceful
future.

Inaworld tied together by supply chains,

is an equal member of the international
community, and can find its place and
play its role. Apart from contributing these
mlum.mond] pubhq,unds. Chmaﬁ turcu,n

digital networks, climate and
economic collaboration, this vision of a
community striving together for a better
collective future acts as a beacon lighting
theway forward for hunmmv Itadvocates

nclahhors istheterm Chma oftenusesin
its call for neighbors towork fora peaceful,
bk : £

where disputes do not define the entire

nervously movi SS

cooperationinstea

across the geopolitical board. A Member opennessinstead utdn vision, dialogue
The certainty of China’s instead of conflict, and mutual benefit
foreign policy, as Wang Q"”le instead of zero-sum game.

underscored. is anchored by
its head-of-state diplomacy.
Under its strategic guidance, ¥ 9% 8§
Chinahasintensified engagement

dialogue, building trust and expanding
cooperation. The country has put forward
the vision of building a community with
ashared future for humanity. Behind this

ditor@thestatesman.com

Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, which
is part of the National Democratic Alliance,
have gained traction. If such a partnership
materialises, it could significantly alter the
electoral arithmetic in the state. Vijay's
growing youth appeal combined with the
I\IADM}\q established political base may

lidate anti-incumbency sentiments

assembly elections. The ruling Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam appears to view the
rising popularity of actor Vijay and his newly
formed Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam as a
potential political llLredl Reports of

me’l‘\'l\smubmsauoneﬂomhawmmmmed
speculation that Vijay may seek broader
political partnerships.

Against this backdrop, discussions about
a possible alignment with the All India

agamal the DMK. Such an a]hannc \\nuld
provid muu’A

mlnu '|Ihnml ¢ forthcomin,

election into a far more competitive contest.

Yours, etc., N Sadhasiva Reddy,

Bengaluru, 9 March.

Stay grounded

Sir, The editorial “India’s New Order”
(March 10) rightfully celebrates the emphatic

epaper.thestatesman.com

Diversity is the inherent nature of
human civilization. Countries should
respect others that follow different
development paths, In this context,
mulupolamv isnota lhneal butanatural

roach

to |he South Lhma Sea lcsue = [h'n[

dialogue with directly concerned parties
while keeping the broader region stable.
The dlplomacy uf (‘hmn dcmnm[ntc: a

andtheworldatlarge. Whu]'n,r ‘lddrusmg,

and d: lution of theglobal order.
Rejecting a so-called “G2" framework,
Wang stressed that in amultipolar world,

every nation. regardless of size or strength,

regional hot spotissues or glot

China consistently promotes peace lAL!\s
the political settlement of disputes and
inclusive development.

T20 World Cup triumph in Ahmedabad. yet
history suggests we should embrace this
“new era” with a sense of perspective.

Player of the Match performance (4/15)
reminds us that while aggressive batting
wins applause, disciplined bowling wins

The from the towering shadows
of Kohliand Rohit to the fearless strokeplay
of Sanju Samson and Abhishek Sharma is
indeed heartening. However, the "invincibility"
the editorial hints at has been seen before
and dismantled. In 1983, India entered the
ODI World Cup as underdogs and defeated
a West Indies side that seemed destined to
rule forever. Similarly, the Ricky Ponting-era
Australia once looked untouchable, vet in
this recent tournament, they couldn't even
breach the Super 8.

While much is made of the “Gambhir
approach™ and the fearless batting depth.
the cornerstone of this victory was the
surgical precision of Jasprit Bumrah. His

It is this balance, managed masterfully
by Suryakumar Yaday atacritical transition
point, that defines the current success.

As we eye the 2028 Olympics, the “New
Order” must remain grounded. The close
contestagainst England proved that it could
have been anyone’s game.

Lessons from the past ~ both within
Indian cricket and internationally ~ teach
us that momentumis agift, notapermanent
i To truly dominate, we must ensure
s system values consistency as much as
it does aggression.

Yours, etc., Krishan Kumar Chugh,
New Delhi, 10 March.
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Bold governance but unenforceable intent

PRAVIN KAUSHAL

hen Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah
rose to present the state
budget on 6 March
2026, few expected a digital
governance milestone to emerge
from the speech. Yet in a single
declaratory sentence, he made
Karnataka the first Indian state to
formally announce a ban on social
media use for children under 16 -
joining a small but growing group
of governments worldwide that
have decided enough is enough.
The announcement was
unambiguous in intent. “With the
objective of preventing adverse
effects of increasing mobile usage

Cyberbullying - the online variant
of peer harassment - has evolved
into something qualmuvd» (hﬂemm

market globally - with more users of

Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp
than any other country. Jm‘udk.l
ho

from its offline

pr

operates 24 hours a day, spreads
with unlimited reach, and offers
its victims no physical refuge. The
link between severe cyberbullying
and adolescent suicide has been
documented in jurisdictions across
the world. India is not ll“mllnL

Karnataka had already sij

of global technology firms, is not a
peripheral constituency. When Indi
tech capital moves, the industry pays
attention.

The most immediate challenge
facing the Karnataka government
is one of 1mplcmcnlauon The

blished intent;

its concern before the budget
announcement. Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah raised the issue ata
Vice-Chancellors’ conclave in February
2026, seeking the views of university
leaders on restricting mobile phone
and social media access forminors.
ic xtalc lms also run public
igns-most v

on children,” Sidd: hstated,
“the use of social media will be
banned for children under the age
of 16" What the speech did not
provide - and wh:n pohcvmakcr%.
legal experts, tecl

\'loblle Bldl Pustaka Hidi'",
Kannada-language initiative urging
children to leave the phone and
pick up a book. The budget

and parents have been urgently
asking about ever since - were the
specifics: which platforms, what
legislation, what timeline, and above
all, how.

Those unanswered questions are
not peripheral. They are, in many
ways, the entire story. And
understanding them requires
undemmdmg bmh why Karnataka
compelled to act and what the

realistic limits of that action are.
‘The concerndriving the Karnataka

new nor unique to India. Across
the world, a convergence of research,
public anxiety, and high-profile
tragedy has forced governments to
confront what platforms themselves
have been slow to address: the
measurable harm that heavy social
media use inflicts on adol

anne ent, in this light, was

of a policy ¢

it did not establish mechanism.
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
acknowledged as much, telling
reporters after the speech: “We will
formulate a programme for that.
Once the programme is finalised,
we will inform you.”

Age verification is the central
technical and practical problem.
Any system that attemplts to restrict
platform access to under-16s must
beable to verify auser’s agereliably.
The options currently available -
submission of government identity
doci Al-based facial age

[hdl had been building for months,
not an impulsive gesture.
Karnataka’s decision did not
emerge in isolation. It arrived at a
moment of accelerating global
movement on the me unS(iDﬂ.
Australia became the first country
in the world to legislate a social
mediaban for under-16s in December
2025, requiring platforms including
Facebook, In%tanm TikTok,
Snapchat, X, and‘xou Tube fi

detection, parental consent
mechanisms - each carry significant
vulnerabilities. In India, where
falsified or borrowed identity
documents are not uncommon, age
verification systems face circumvention
at scale. Children routinely access
social media through parents'
accounts. Parental consent
mechanisms, if adopted, may
efkcuvc]y transfer the ban's

cl I holds with

strict age verification and access
controls. Britain, Denmark, and
Greece are studying comparable
measures. France already requires
parental consent for children under
15 to access social media.

The global wave is reaching India
from multiple directions

varying levels of digital literacy
and supervision.

Digital rights advocates have
raised a further concern that deserves
serious attention. Age verification
infrastructure, once built, creates
a surveillance architecture that
extends well bcmnd its stated

istently find that
teenagers are spending between
five and seven hours daily on social
media and smartphones, with many
spending Lonsxdemblv mure The

inearly 2026 that it would restrict
s to high-risk platforms for
users under 16. The Madras High
Court, in December 2025, urged
the Union government to consider
Australia- slyle restrictions. India's

1in the

Chief Adviser publicly

research literature are serious:
chronic anxiety, depression. severely
disrupted sleep, declining classroom
attention and academic performance,
and adeep psychological dependency
on platforms engineered to maximise
engagement through algorithmically
curated content loops. Unlike a
book or a television programme,
social media is designed to prevent
stopping. Ihe endlcs croll is not
an accident - R

For adolescents, whose brains
till developing, the vulnerability
is acute. Self-esteem and body
image are particularly susceptible
to the constant social comparison
that platforms encourage.

called for age-based access limits
inJanuary 2026, describing certain
platforms as “predatory.” Goa’s IT
minister confirmed in January that
the state was examining a similar
ban, and a lawmaker in Andhra
Pradesh-which has since announced
its own restriction for children
under 13 - introduced a bill along
the same lines.

For the global technology industry,
the Karnatakaannouncement carries
weight that extends well beyond its
immediate scope. Indiais the world's
second-largest smartphone market,
with 750 million devices and
approximately one billion internet
users. For Meta, itis the single largest

purpose. ymity from
the internet - which effective age
verification requires - creates risks
for journalists, activists, and
whistleblowers who depend on
pseudonymous access. The Internet

India falls under Union jurisdiction.
A state can articulate a policy
objective and inuoduce measures

require sustained regulatory effort,
central-state coordination, and the
kind of detailed negotiation with

withinits ive domai

global technolog that

— in schools, for example — buta
platform-facing ban that requires
Meta, Google, or Snap to enforce
age restrictions would require
Icgls]auvc .|u(hor|(y that currently

Datd Protection Act of 202
vant provisions on children's
data and parental consent, but it
does not grant states the power to
compel platforms torestrict access
on age grounds. As legal experts
have noted, Karnataka may face a
jurisdictional barrier that forces
the issue upward to the central
government — which has so far
remained silent.
The critique of the k.un‘xlukn

a single sentence in an assembly
cannot accomplish. But they are
also more likely to work - and less
likely to produce the unintended
consequences, from privacy violations
todeepened digital inequality, that
ablunt ban i

Karnataka's announcement has
alreadly produced one tangible outcome:
it has forced a national conversation
thatwaslongoverdue. Andhra Pradesh
has announced its own restriction.
Goa is watching closely. And the
central government, which has
remained conspicuously silent, will
find it increasingly difficult to avoid
the question as more states signal
their intent to act.

The stakes are significant. India

cel from logy

is home to of millions of

policy researchers and digital ngh(s
advocates is not thatthe underlying
concernis wrong- it clearly is not. It
isthatablunt prohibition.

young people, many of them among
the world's heaviest social media
users. The harms associated with
adolescent social media

without consultation with technology
companies or civil society, without
accompanying legislation, and without
acredible enforcement mechanism,
may generate headlines without

Freedom Fouudauon hasalsowarned  generating outcomes.

of a k he i advanced
specific to Indi: bvommmummcmdmglhekuemu
I holds an ies, a  Freedom Founda 1technolog

state-mandated ban could be
repurposed tojustify denying glrls

policy think tanks, is that effective
child pm\uuon onlmc requires a

access todigital platfor

layered ydigital

deepenmg a digital gender di ldL
that is already a serious obstacle
to women's economic participation.

literacy programmes emdeded in

school curricula from an early age;

robusl p.nmla.! control tools that
3 %

useare real, well-documented, and
growing, The Karnataka government
is right to treat this as a priority.
The question is not whether to act
- it is how to act in a way that is
legally sustainable. practically
enforceable, rights-respecting, and
genuinely effective.

A ban announced without a law,
an enforcement mechanism., or a
consultation is a statement of intent,
not a policy. Karnataka has opened
the door. What walks through it -
serious, evidence-based digital
govemance or a well-meaning
that fades into

Beyond 2ment, Karnataka usablL ceme
faces .\Lommuuum] quesnon thm ume-hmu b

may prove more f by regulatory

a state government have the legal ~ algorithmic accountability; and a  political cla
au!lum toimpose binding restrictions leg,dl lnmu».ork that holds pldllurms

on global platforms?

The short answer from legal
experts is: probably not, at least
not without central government
support. Internet governance in

cau
features specifically engineered to
ximise adolescent

iondifficulty - will say
a great deal about whether India's
is ready to lead on
one of the defining social challenges
of the digital age.

These measures are harder to
announce in abudget speech. They

(The writer is 1 director-Mrikal (Al/Data Center)
and a young alumni member, Government
Liaison Task Force, IIT Kharagpur.)

Unintended consequences of

SHREY MADAAN

three-hour deadline can
reshape theinternet. Under
India’s new Al rules,
platforms must remove
flagged contentaimost immediately
or risk losing legal protection. The
goal is to combat deepfakes and
synthetic generative information
(SGIs). The risk is creating a system
where deletion becomes the safest

Al-generated content canalso serve

lcdmu:dnmd«zzseﬂamﬂv

a4 reasor measure.

into Al d mc\

But regulation is defined notjust
by its intent, but by its incentives.
The new framework reduces the
takedown window from thirty-six
hours to just three hours. When
fe harbour protections hinge on
speed, platforms will prioritise
compliance over deliberation. Remove
first. s later. In heated political
Lhmdlks complaints can be

Iesponse, even his lawful.

The concern driving these rules
is real. Generative Al has made it
easier to manipulate images, clone
voices and fabricate speeches at
scale. Impersonation, fraud, and
non-consensual imagery demand
firm enforcement. Clear labelling of

Ve sed. Satire or criticism may
disappear not due to illegality, but
due to liability. [1] [2]

That incentive structure matters.
An xmerm[govemt.d b\ accelerated
liability risks is bec aninternet

While metadata may help
LnVCbllgd(beUd(.LLl'ln_U.[\d_[mlSlISC

Other jurisdictions offer contrast.
Inthe United States|[3] [4] [5], Section

tion
A safer internet is a legitimate goal.
Butsafetyachieved through constant

e\(pdnd oversight be\'om.l clearly
defined harms. Infrastructure built
for accountability can quickly
become infrastructure for monitoring.
There is also a competitive
consequence. Large global platforms
can absorb compliance costs,
automated detection systems, rapid
response teams, and metadata
authentication tools. Smaller Indian
startups may struggle. A rigid
reUuldlory structure often favours
and erects entry barriers,

governed by defensive moderation.
The rulesalso introduce mandatory

reducing competition in the name
of safety.

2305safe-harbour framework protects — acceleration comes at a cost.
phﬂonmlmnhah]n) foruser-generated 1r pldl!()rmb n.spond to uuy
content whil witl

illegal contentingood faith. It preserves  to protect themselves, lhe rceul(
freespeechwhileenforcing accountability, — will not be greater trust. There

instead of promoting pre-emptive
censorship. Speed is not treated as a
substitute for safeguards.

Indias digital ecosystem has thrived
when policy struck the right balance.
In telecom and digital payments,
predictable rules and competitive
neutrality unlocked innovation. A
governance should follow the same
Io,u Llcar dlst.]murc rules, strong

will be narrower debate, higher
compliance barriers, and fewer
entrants willing to innovate in
India’s digital space.

The real challenge is not whether
to regulate AL It is whether India
can do so without replacing one
risk, misinformation, with another:
a digital environment shaped by
liability-driven caution rather than

< dored fud

fraudar
prolccuon of safe harbour, and due
process before content disappears.

(The writer s Indian Policy
Choice Center,)
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power backing 20 Yorkshire town  DOWN beginning to upset  lots of people
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12 Compelling work In 22 Attack dislodged of potato dish who's lost in ice consume cheese
the transport tons, stifiing (10) formation (4) 6
domain (7) scream? (9) 2 Mugin musical 15 Picksitemsout, 23 At sea? Runs up to

13 Shortcoming not 24 Half of US kept up being showing doubt In see location after
initially visible in women's college unsuccessful (8) LA (10) sea-voyage,
reproduction close to missing 3 Simple creature, 17 Uproar over perhaps (6)

( American European, amongst  medicines 24 Book with a weak

14 Hard for us for Hollywood star crowd acceptedby  dropping line making you cry
some time (S) ()] drivers club (6) temperature? @)
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

ONCE more comes proof, in the report of the
Bihar Government sum-marized elsewhere,
that local administration is not so attractive as
provincial or impcml politics. The municipal
record for last year is de-pressing. Objection to
paying taxes is the general explanation, but all
men have that, and authority has to overcome
it. Party faction is another impediment, but
this is known in towns and villages everywhere,
and authority has to see that it is kept within
bounds. Patna, the very centre of things, seems
to be the worst offender. The Chairman met
the same resistance to his attempts to restore
financial order as all the Finance Ministers
have met in France, and the special attentions
of (,oxcmmenl have not yet hmughl lhe
C a sense of res
The roads, we are lold are deplorable, and the
sanitary defects scandalous. This sort of neglect
is paid for in human lives. The question most
people will feel inclined to ask is, why do men
put themselves to trouble to secure election if
they are not anxious to carry out the duties
which they assume?

NewsItems

DARTMOOR FIRE

DAMAGE TO
PRINCE OF WALES’
STABLES

(Special Cable.)
LONDON, MAR.

CONSIDERABLE damage has been done to
the Prince of Wales' stables near Princetown
by fire this morning, Police employees and the
Fire Brigade from Dartmoor assisted in
extinguishing the outbreak. All the Prince’s,
horses have been rescued.—Copyright.

“NO SETTLEMEN
POSSIBLE”

MR.V.HARTSHORN
AND THE REPORT

(From Our Correspondent.)
LONDON, MAR.

“The report does nothing but make the
blackness more intense,” was the opinion
expressed by Mr. Vernon Hartshorn, President
of the South Wales Miners' Federation and the
ex-Postmaster-General, on hearing of the findings
of the Coal Commission.

Mr. Hartshorn added that they had reached
a stage where nothing but deadlock could
ensue. "A settlement on the basis of this report,”
he went on to say, “is impossible. It will be the
greatest surprise of my life if the Miners’
Federation waste five minutes in discussing it
either with the coal-owners or the Government.
1 shall use all my efforts to prevent even a
discussion on the proposals.™—Copyright.

COAL COMMISSION’S
PROPOSALS

NO STATE CONTROL

Pmpomh for there- oxganualiun of the British
mining industry are contained in th report,
issued y day. of the Royal Ci on
the Mining Industry, under the chairmanship
of Sir Herbert Samuel.

Nationalization as a solution to the miners’
troubles is rejected. but the Commission advocate
State ownership of minerals, including unproved
coal.

A closer connexion between the mining and
allied industries, coal utilization research, with
State aid, and better sales and transport
organization methods are recommended.

No increase in w: vages or hours is pwpmud
but profit-shari il

d family va

are suggested. The national wage agreement

should continue.
The Commissioners add that the subsidy

should cease at the end of its authorized term

and should never be repeated.
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All eyes on Tamil Nadu as polls draw near

URVEYS have started mak-

ing their entry into the political
scenario at Chennai, ahead of the
impending announcement of Leg-
islative Assembly election dates.
Parawheel, which calls itself India’s
first ground-up public intelligence
platform, has come up with predic-
tions that indicate that actor Vijay
helmed Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) is poised to emerge as the
deciding party with 13.6 per cent
vote share even as the two major
Dravidian parties DMK and Al-
ADMK and their allies are set to
retain a sizeable share of their loyal
followers, with the former’s alliance

expected 1o return to power as per
current trends, While the present
ruling party DMK and its 21-mem-
ber alliance is expected to bag 41.5
per cent vote share, the AIADMK,
which has the BJP as its ally, is es-
timated to get 36.2 per cent. This
after the political atmosphere was
peaking with DMK initially refus-
ing to play ball with the Congress
and its flip-flop attitude, before set-
tling the alliance anxieties by con-
ceding more than what it did in the
2021 election.

Reports had mentioned how
DMK has given 28 Assembly seats
to Congress, three more than what

it had over five years ago apart from
a Rajya Sabha seat nomination. In
a long time, the Congress had not
bargained so hard and consistently
for two of its key demands - more
seats for the ensuing polls and the
other contentious one - power-
sharing if the alliance triumphs at
the hustings. Their flirting with the
TVK was enough to cause heart-
burn among DMK veterans, who
were aghast at how the Congress
chief was firing on all cylinders and
not making any attempts to couch it
in political doublespeak, even once.
While the margin between the
two leading alliances does not give

much comfort to the ruling party,
its leaders like Chief Minister M K
Stalin and his team, are hopeful of
the tide shifting in their favour once
the dates are announced. Yet the
first-timer Vijay whose popularity
has never been in question asa film
star and managing to cornera likely
double-digit voting percentage can
cause concern owing to the damage
it can inflict when the contests are
close and fierce in key constituen-
cies, which is likely.

With the BJP focusing heavily on
the Dravidian state politics and the
high-power campaign from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to the oth-

er leading party leaders once again
exhibiting the party’s desperation to
have a slice of the power pie, 2026
is likely to see the Dravidian model
governance severely tested against
the incessant tirade of corruption,
violence and terrible law and order
situation in the State launched by
the Opposition parties. The south-
ern part of the country is still an
enigma wrapped in a mystery for
the saffron outfits, and they would
want it to be decoded at least par-
tially this time even as neighbour-
ing Kerala poses a new set of chal-
lenges for the NDA alliance,

India m

TALKING OF

Jst invest heavily in R&D to be in fhe reckoning

MANY THINGS

DR MOHAN KANDA

N keeping with the tradi-
Ilim\ that was set rolling

in 1987, India celebrated
the National Science Day,
commemorating the Nobel-
winning light discovery by
C V Raman, on February 28.
The day has emerged as a na-
tional festival. A bigger tribute
comes courtesy of UNESCO,
which has declared that 2028
will be observed as the “Inter-
national Year of Raman Spec-
troscopy”.

Meanwhile, every Novem-
ber 10 is celebrated as the
‘World Science Day for Peace
and Development, to high-
light the crucial role of sci-
ence in society and promote
sustainable development. In
India, the theme for 2026 is
‘Women in Science: Catalys-
ing Viksit Bharat.

Science has grown from
the natural philosophy based
on deductive reasoning of
the great Greek philosopher
Aristotle through the empiri-
cal experimental methods of
the scientific revolution in the
16th and 17th centuries, by
pioneers such as Bacon, De
Cartes, and Galileo, to what
it is today. British philosopher
Sir Francis Bacon propounded
the steps-experiment, obser-
vation and inference-as the
foundation of the scientific
method.

Scientific  research  has
largely flourished due to the
support and assistance re-
ceived from rulers. Fortunate-
ly extending patronage to cut-
ting-edge scientific research,

inventions and discoveries has
remained high on the agendas
of governments, across coun-
tries.

The flipside of the matter
presents an interesting pic-
ture, as perceived by experts.
The first is whether as much
energy, effort and support are
going into the cause of sup-
porting R&D, given the needs
of the country, on the part of
governments, the corporate
sector, scientific c()mmumly

HOW MUCH COUNTRIES
SPEND ON R&D

India’s GERD is one of the lowest in the world
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and academici ions. The
second is the extent to which
such results, as the scientific
community is able to gener-
ate, are finding adequate and
productive application in the
national effort aimed at rapid
growth and sustainable devel-
opment of the socio-economic
fabric of the nation. On both
counts, however, it is regretta-
ble that all efforts made so far
leave much to be desired.

And that continues to be
the situation, although several
efforts have been made in the
past such as the Lab to Land
programme launched in 1979
by the Indian Council of Ag-
ricultural Research (ICAR) to
transfer proven technologies
to the fields of small and mar-
ginal farmers. Transferring
technology from academic re-
search to commercial applica-
tion using licensing, startups,
and patenting to bridge the
gap between the laboratory
and the industry is another ef-
fort promoted by the National
Research Development Cor-
poration (NRDC) and other
key factors such as the Indian
Institutes of Technology and
the Indian Institute of Science,

For one thing, India has
a long way to go before the
desired level of two per cent
of the GDP goes into promo-
tion of R&D from the present
0.6 per cent. As a result, the
remarkable ability of the com-
munity of Indian scientists,
to apply their skill and talent
to discovering solutions for

Adulterated mi

Dr M SuresH Basu

00D safety is one of the

most basic  responsibili-
ties of any government. When
citizens cannot trust the milk
that they drink or the ghee
they consume, it raises serious
questions  about

remains  underutilized, and
food samples must travel long
distances before they can be
tested. The consequences of
such gaps begame lragxcally ev-
ident in

and the protection of public
health. In India, recurring re-
ports of milk adulteration and
poor regulatory enforcement
show that the system meant to
ensure food safety remains far
from adequate.

The situation in Andhra
Pradesh highlights these sys-
temic weaknesses. While the
state has created food test-
ing infrastructure on paper,
the actual functional capac-
ity remains limited. Across a
population of nearly six crore
people, only a handful of food
analysts are available in gov-
emment service, The state also
depends heavily on the food
testing laboratory at INTU in
Kakinada. This facility is ex-
pected to handle regulatory
testing while also fulfilling aca-
demic responsibilities.

Instead of strengthening
an independent regulatory
system, the government has
effectively transferred part of
its food safety duties to an edu-
cational institution. As a result,
sophisticated equipment often

where more than a hundred
families reportedly consumed
adulterated milk supplied by
a single vendor. Nine people
died of acute renal failure and
several others, including chil-
dren, were hospitalised in criti-
cal condition. Even after the
tragedy, authorities had to wait
for toxicology reports from
laborataries outside the state
because local facilities lacked
the capacity to immediately
identify the contaminant. A
system meant to prevent con-
tamination instead responded
only after lives were lost.

At a time when strength-
ening food safety infrastruc-
ture should be a priority, the
AP government has instead
focused on a Draft Popula-
tion Management Policy. The
proposed “Poshana-Shik-
sha-Suraksha” package seeks
to raise the total fertility rate
from 1.5 to 2.1 by offering in-
centives for families to have
a third child. The policy pro-
poses {25,000 at the time of
delivery, monthly assistance of

177793

in current PPPS

The country has a long way to go before the
desired level of two per cent of the GDP goes
into promotion of R&D from the present 0.6 per
cent. As a result, the remarkable ability of the
community of Indian scientists to apply their skill
and talent to discovering solutions for the pressing
problems of the country is largely underexploited.
Whatis even more distressing is that even the
corporate sector has shown far less than the
desirable levels of interest in developing R&D

the pressing problems of the
country, is largely underex-
ploited. What is even more
distressing is that even the
corporate sector has shown far
less than the desirable levels of
interest in developing R&D.

Therefore, while it is all
very well to commemorate the
memory of our great scientific
legacy, and the towering per-
sonalities that dotted its his-
tory, the time has come for the
Union and state governments
to realise the enormous, and
largely unutilised, potential
of the R&D sector to develop
new knowledge, techniques
and technologies that can spur
production and  productiv-
ity and reduce costs, improve
quality, diminish risks and re-
spond to market signals apart
from increasing Total Factor
Productivity (TFR).

Needless to say, the support
has to be directed into areas
where there is potential that
can have maximum impact,

from the point of resolving
problems of the neglected sec-
tors, regions, and sections of
society.

The question, as always,
boils down to whether those
inhabiting the corridors of
power will appreciate the
need to make a short list of
options and address them in
an acceptable order of prior-
ity. Things that can wait for
better days like organising
international sports events,
or investing heavily in some-
what unproductive activities
like statues and magnificent
new buildings, should perhaps
make way for more urgent
issues like sale of children,
honour killings, economic
distress in the farming com-
munity leading to suicides and
the country’s somewhat fragile
state of preparedness to com-
bat terrorism, dimate change
and conflict and inequity.

Also, it is necessary to pre-
serve, protect, validate and

make contemporarily relevant
use of the rich legacy of in-
digenous technical knowledge
that has been inherited from
ancient times.

As noted in a similar context
in this column earlier, one only
has to lie back and look at the
big picture. Just imagine the
world in which we live today
without search engines and
sources of knowledge, infor-
mation, entertainment, and
support like Google. It could
not have come into being with-
out the help of the Defence
Advanced Research Projects
Agency of the US Depart-
ment of Defence, in collabora-
tion with the National Science
Foundation and prior research
undertaken in the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology.

The focus of future scien-
tific research should, in other
words, be made to stand on
a tripod foundation of ba-
sic, applied and development
research. Basic research, the
variety that is also referred to
as “blue sky’ or fundamental
research, is largely concerned
with the acquisition of new
knowledge which may or may
not have direct application in
the needs of society, including
applied research and develop-
ment research. [n the situation
in which India is in today the
central and state governments
will be well advised to accord
the highest priority to applied
research, particularly that part
of it which addresses the most
pressing challenges that fig-
ures among the priorities.

‘While on the subject of the
priority accorded by govern-
ments to the R&D sector, T
cannot help recalling the posi-
tion which obtained in Israel
when onavisit to that country
in 1994.

The delegation led by
Sharad Pawar, the then Chiefl
Minister of Maharashtra,
became the first official ini-
tiative of the government of
India after 1948, and followed

the resumption of diplomatic
ties with Israel. As a Joint
Secretary in the Ministry of
Agriculture, the country’s
commitment to research in
the agriculture sector was of
special interest during that
visit. The Agriculture Re-
search Organisation (ARO), a
counterpart of ICAR, had set
apart an overwhelming 97.5
per cent of its total budget en-
tirely for conducting contrac-
tual research. Farmers would

propose problems confront- ©

ing them. Finding solutions
to them was the primary task
of the organisation. In a stark

contrast, in India, even today,

not even the remaining 12.5
per cent is earmarked to ap-
plied research aimed at com-
ing to the rescue of the farm-
ing community.

The case being made out
for increasing the country’s
spend on R&D is substantially
strengthened by the fact that
such an enhanced allocation

correlates strongly with higher

socio-economic progress, act-

ing as a key driver for innova- -

tion, GDP enhancement, and
improved living standards. A

relationship whose veracity |

is brought out by the experi-
ence of countries, including
South Korea and Israel, which
lead the nations of the world
in terms of the emphasis they
lay upon R&D, setting apartas
much as 6.8 per cent and 5.21

per cent, respectively, of their :

GDPs for that purpose. Hand-
some allocation is also made
in countries such as Belgium,
Greece, and Croatia.

One can see that India lags
behind even those countries
which still have a long way to
go, in recognising the impor-
tance of R&D.

It is high time, in other
words, for the country to get
going in this direction.

(The writer was formerly
Chief Secretary, Government
of Andhra Pradesh)

spells death, can no longer be ignored

Contaminated water can introduce harmful substances like pesticides and heavy metals

81,000 for five years, and free
education for the child up to
the age of 18.

Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu introduced the
policy in the Assembly, argu-
ing that declining fertility rates
could lead to demographic
challenges like those faced by
Japan, Ttaly and South Korea.
While long-term demographic
planning is important, critics
argue that immediate public
health concerns such as food
adulteration deserve far greater
attention and resources.

National data also reveal
troubling patterns in  milk

quality. Surveys conducted by
the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI)
show that many milk samples
fail to meet quality standards.
Water dilution remains the
most common adulteration
practice.

Apart from reducing the
nutritional value of milk, con-
taminated water can introduce
harmful substances including
pesticides and heavy metals.
Other substances found in
milk samples include deter-
gents, urea, starch, glucose, and
formalin. These are sometimes
used to increase the thickness

of milk or extend its shelf life.
However, they pose serious
health risks. Medical research
shows that such adulterants
can cause gastrointestinal dis-

milk safety and milk qual-
ity. While most milk may not
contain dangerous levels of
adulterants, many samplus fall
shart of nutriti

orders, food poisoning, organ
damage, and long-term health
complications.

Earlier surveys had indi-
cated that nearly 70 per cent
of tested samples did not fully
conform to quality standards,
though not all were unsafe, A
more comprehensive national
survey conducted by FSSAL
tested 6,432 samples across the
country. The results showed
that only a small number con-
tained dangerous adulterants
such as hydrogen peroxide, de-
tergents, or urea. However, the
survey alsa revealed that about
41 percent of samples failed to
meet important quality param-
eters such as fat and Solid-Not-
Fat (SNF) levels.

Another important concern
was the presence of aflatoxin
M1 residues in about 5.7 per
cent of samples. These residues
originate from contaminated
cattle feed and represent a
broader problem related to
dairy farming practices and
supply chain management.

The findings highlight an
important distinction between

due to dilution, poor hygiene,
and weak regulatory oversight.

Loose milk sold by infor-
mal vendors remains particu-
larly vulnerable to adultera-
tion compared with packaged
milk from organized dairies.
Urban markets also tend to
show higher rates of non-com-
pliance due to the pressure of
high demand.

Milk is one of the most
widely consumed foods in In-
dia, especially among children.
Ensuring its safety and quality
is therefore not merely a regu-
latory matter but a crucial pub-
lic health obligation. Govern-
ments must invest in stronger
food testing infrastructure,
recruit adequate numbers of
trained analysts, and enforce
stricter monitoring across the
dairy supply chain.

Until taken seriously, mil-
lions of consumers will con-
tinue to face an uncomfortable

question every day: Is the milk

they drink truly safe?

(The writer is President of
Praja Science Vedika)
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Passive euthanasia has implications
T is heart-wrenching that Harish Rana, who has been in
coma for 13 years, has been permitted by the Supreme
Court to withdraw life support and cause passive euthana-
sia. [ronically, one Aruna Shanbag, who was in coma for 40
years, was not allowed passive euthanasia by her family and
well-wishers at a Mumbai Hospital. We cannot underes-
timate the evolving trends in medical advances. Medicine
offered to those with the medical disorder DMD gave no
hope of survival but now immunotherapy of AOC (An-
tibody Oligonucleotide Conjugate) raises survival hopes.
Even treatment of terminal cancers has made great advanc-
es as regards longer remissions. Likewise, passive euthana-
sia may be put on hold for a longer period, provided there
is dedicated support from the government and NGOs.
Dr T Ramadas, Visakhapatnam

Ensure digital discipline during exams

ITH reference to the article published in The Hans
India on March 11 regarding rising digital stress
among students during the board examination season, I
would like to emphasise a growing concern that deserves
immediate attention of parents, educators, and students.
‘The survey findings clearly bring out how excessive screen
time is affecting students’ concentration, sleep patterns,
and emotional well-being. Many teenagers tend to stay up
late, log on to social media platforms, and be carried away
by online distractions instead of focusing on their stud-
ies. As a result, they often l'all behind in their preparation
and experience additional stress during It
is encouraging that several families are now trying to cut
down on unnecessary screen usage by setting clear digital
boundaries. Students too must take responsibility for their
habits. Simple steps like planning a daily timetable, taking
short breaks, revising regularly, and getting adequate sleep
can help them stay focused and avoid digital distractions.
Raju Kolluru, Kakinada

Focus on renewable energy infra

HE disruption in commercial LPG supply that is af-
fecting eateries and small enterprises across cities re-
veals how vulnerable Indid's energy system remains to ex-
ternal shocks, It underscores India$s structural dependence
on imported fossil fuels. Hnd the country invested more

decisively and ives such
as solar, wind and biogas earhen the  economy would not
be so le to distant geopolif . De-

centralised biogas systems, rooftop solar power and clher
clean-energy solutions can provide reliable local substi-
tutes for conventional cooking fuels. Going forward, the
government must allocate greater budgetary support to re-
newable energy infrastructure and encourage households,
institutions and small businesses to transition toward
cleaner and locally available energy sources. These meas-
ures can ensure long-term energy security and resilience.

Vidyasagar Reddy Kethiri, Hanumakonda

Govt must update on fuel situation

HE shortage of LPG cylinders has severely impacted
eateries across Hyderabad, Mumbai and Bengaluru.
This crisis contradicts repeated government assurances of
adequate supply. For millions of people—especially mi-
grant workers, students, and bachelors—hotels and small
restaurants are their primary source of daily meals, making
cooking gas supply even more critical than petrol. When
fuel shortages occur, public confidence in the government
erodes quickly, Authorities must go beyond vague reassur-
ances and provide transparent, daily updates on the actual
fuel situation. Opposition blaming the government is not
fair; instead, they should cooperate and avoid instigating

public unrest.
Dr O Prasada Rao, Hyderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com

Govtinks MoU for India's first
research-driven policy manifesto

BENGALURU The Department of I.nl'orma!ion Teeh—
nology and Biotechnology has signed a M dl
Understanding (MoU) with Jupiter Meta, India’s agenuc
consumer intelligence platform to launch a comprehen-
sive, privacy-first research initiative. This partnership aims
to future-proof the stat’s startup ecosystem by using Jupi-
ter Metds agentic intelligence platform, Hercules, to gather
high-fidelity data from over 2,000 stakeholders.

Minister for Electronics, IT/BT and Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj, Priyank Kharge, announced on X (for-
merly known as Twitter) - “This research study will directly
listen to founders, investors and students to capture their
feedback - and will enable an evidence-led approach to re-
fine our startup programmes and accelerate high-quality
startup growth across Karnataka."

Under the M dum of Und ding, K ka'
tech startup founders and venture capitalists are invited to
directly participate in Karnataka’s startup policy manifesto
creation - through Jupiter Metals agentic consumer intel-
ligence platform. Unlike traditional models, the initiative
will gather real-time insights from founders and investors
on eritical policy areas, including funding access, regulatory
frameworks, talent retention, and infrastructure needs.
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and Printed at M/s. Marutinandan Printers & Publishers, A-15, Bara Bagh, G.T Kamal Road, Industrial Area, New Delhi - 110033. Chief Editor: P Madhusudhan Reddy. RNI No: DELENG/2017/74095
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War shock strains
energy lifeline

isruptions in energy supplies and market vola-
Drilily have signalled the first real impact of the

Gulf war on India. Brent crude went above the
$100-per-barrel mark last week. It softened later and
is hovering around $90, but can top $100 any time.
Continuing attacks on Iran, Tehran’s retaliatory strikes
onoil installations in the Gulf, the choke at the Strait of
Hormuz, and statements by leaders, especially United
States President Donald Trump, are extending the
uncertainty. Oil and gas flow across the world has been
disrupted. About a fifth of global LNG supplies moves
through the Strait of Hormuz. India sources about 80%
ofits energy supplies from the world market. Itimports
half of its natural gas and over 60% of its LPG require-
ments from the Gulfregion.

Amidrisksofasupply crunch, the Union government
assured that there would be no shortage. States such as
Karnatakaand Maharashtra havestarted experiencing
anacuteshortage of commercial LPG. Many hotels, res-
taurants, and roadside eateries have either suspended
or curtailed operations. The livelihoods of many peo-
ple, including caterers, workers,
vendors, and delivery staff, are
affected. An extended crisis may
severely impact the hospitality
industry. The government has
already raised LPG prices, while
panic is triggering overbooking
and delivery delays. The price
of automobile fuels may not be
increased when electionsare due
in multiple states, but there will
beaspurtinimported inflation.

In response, the government
has turned to new import sourc-
esand prioritised the production
of LPG, the supply of piped natu-
ralgasforhouseholds,and CNG for transport. Fertiliser
unitsarenextinlineand willreceive 70%of their normal
supplies, based onavailability. These are followed by tea
industries, manufacturing units, and other industrial
consumers. The government has directed refineries to
increase gas productionand hassetupanoversightcom-
mittee to monitor the situation. By making it clear that
the highest priorityismeeting hold energyneeds,
thegovernmenthastriedtoensure thatmost peopleare
insulated from the fallout, atleast for now. The shortage
of LPG, anessential commodityin mosthomes, willalso
have a political impact. By invoking the Essential Com-
modities Act, the government has made a statement
of urgency. The scarcity in supplies may continue until
the conflict eases. Wlthuut de-escalation, measures to
addresstt ly bottl ks will have limited impact.
In this context, economical use will truly complement
theincreased production and damage control efforts.

vulnerabilities
and signal risks
of aprolonged
conflict

Governorreshuffle
and federal tensions

he latest round of gubernatorial transfers involy-
ng six states and two Union Territories centres

on shifting Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi to
West Bengal, replacing CV Ananda Bose, whoresigned
before completing histerm. Kerala Governor Rajendra
Arlekar will hold the additional charge in Tamil Nadu.
Former diplomat Taranjit Singh Sandhu has replaced
Vinai Kumar Saxena as the Lieutenant-Governor of
Delhi. Saxena will shift to Ladakh, where an ongoing
agitation is pushing for greater regional autonomy and
constitutional and economic safeguards.

The transfers in the two poll-bound states — Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal - are significant on two counts.
One: Ravi's recurring confrontations with the M K Sta-
lin-led Tamil Nadu government strengthened the narra-
tivethatthe Centre’sengagementwith thestateviolated
federal principles. Two: In West Bengal, after a series of
standoffs, Bose was seen as sharing warmer relations
with Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. The central
government, through Ravi, one of the most disruptive
governors, could be setting the tone for a face-off with

Mamata. While itis unclear if the Centre has softened

its approach to Tamil Nadu, it is
likelytoadoptatougherstanceon
Mamata. Considering Ravi’s ten-
urein Chennai, the new governor
could be the man for the mission.
In his previous role, Ravi delayed
assent to bills passed by the state
legislature, inviting strictures
from the Supreme Court, and on
multiple occasions, walked out
of the State Assembly without
delivering hlS specxal address to

Itis hard to miss
the politicsin
RNRavi's

transferto
poll-bound West
Bengal undera
defiant Mamata

LPG shortage

and price
pressures
expose India's

theHouse. Hev -
tutional i hatshould guid norsandacted
like a political functionary, openly supporting the BJP's
ideological line. Ravi’s criticism of the Dravidian model
of governance hasonly fed theargumentthathewasthe
Centre'spolitical voice in the state. He persisted with his
aggressive line despite judicial reprimands and severe
criticism from civil society.

Itisimportant that a governor with a record of over-
reach is being positioned in a state headed for a high-
stakes Assembly election. A controversial Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls is on in West
Bengal, which indicates that about 60 lakh voters may
be excluded from the list. There is even talk about
President’s rule being imposed in the state ahead of the
election The Lok Bhavan will be integral to the varied

ilities, and Ravi,who': ntbeen constrained by
consutuuonahty orfederal principles, may be a natural
choiceasits occupant.

WHAT THE WAR SAYS

Political choice framed
as civilisational clash

Identity and culture are
convenientrallying points
thatenable powerful
actors tolegitimise
political conflict

K NANJARAJE URS

Huntington published hisseminalar-
ticlein Foreign Affairs,ater expand-
ed into a 1996 book titled The Clash of
Civilisations and the Remaking of World
Order. He argued that post-Cold War
conflicts would pivot from economic
|deologlcal battles to cullural and reli-
Itlines, defi

In 1993, political scientist Samuel

people
andthebroadestleveiofculturalidenti-
ty." This thesis challenged his student
Francis Fukuyama's “End of History”
optimism, positing instead that liberal
democracy’s triumph would not usher
inuniversal harmony butinstead ignite
primordial rivalries. Crucially, Hun-
tington’s framework was predictive,
not merely descriptive, a distinction
his critics too often collapse. Initially

demand re-evaluationinaworld where
civilisational narratives are no longer
fringe rhetoric butstatecraft.

Recent geopolitical tensions vivid-
ly illustrate this resurgence. The joint
United States-Israeli strikes on Iran ex-
emplify how rhetoric frames disputes
as existential civilisational struggles.
US officials have portrayed Iran not
merely as an enemy state butasa theo-
craticantithesisto Westernsecularism.
President Donald Trump has invoked
Christian values to underscore this di-
vide, declaringinspeeches that “noone
willbetouching the cross of Christunder
the Trump administration”, pledging
to defend “Judeo-Christian principles™
against perceived threats, and mostvis-
ibly, in a March 2026 Oval Office scene
where evangelical pastors prayed that
“wisdom from heaventoflood his heart™
and © cannnued bleasmg and favour”

fusing

wamed prescientlyin 2001, such fram-
g mlsleads and conl‘usgs the mind”

g

Oll[th blocs, manufacmrmg the very
confrontationsit claims todescribe,
Iran’s former President Mohammad
Khatami offered the sharpest coun-
ter-vision. His 1998 Dialogue Among
Civilisations, adopted by the United Na-
tionsasthe theme for 2001, argued that
“believing in dialogue paves the way for
vivacious hope.” In retrospect, Khata-
mi's iniu’ative was not mere idealism; it

frameworks override an individual’s

own negotiation of plural loyalties. This

mslghr reframea the problem ennrely,
tislessan

slnl(:tural feature thana political choice,

amplified by those who profit from po-

larisation.

Resisting the rhetoric

SPEAKOUT

Thereis nodifference of opinion, no
sadness. We are happy. We
are contesting three seats
underthe DMK symbol
andone under the symbol
allotted tous (by the ECI).
Vaiko, MDMK Chief, after striking the

seat-sharing deal with DMK

Compromise makes a good umbrella,
but a poor roof.

James Russell Lowell

Deeper analysis reveals
prescience in the rhetoric’s rise, yet his
determinism falters against globali-
sation’s counterforces. Transnational

, climate activism, femi-

misethat

einternallyplural, histor-

u:ally porous, and mcapable of mono-
What

nist solidarity, and digital subcultures
routinely cut across his civilisational
boundaries. Conflicts in Sudan or My-
anmar, among 2026’s gravest crises,
are driven predominantly by resource
competition and authoritarian consoli-
dation, nottheological difference. Even
the Russia-Ukraine war, often mapped
onto Orthodox versus Western fault
lines, is better explained by Russia’s
centuries-old compulsion to secure its
vastborders, astrategicanxiety exacer-
bated by NATO's eastward expansion.
Thecivilisationallabel, applied post-hoc,
obscuresmore thanitilluminates, which
may precisely beits political utility.
Atthetimeofthisarticle’ssubmission,
only 36% of Americans supported the
warin l.rarL and fewer stlll would likely
acceptthatwhat
aclvnhsanonalsmxggle ratherthana fail-
ure of d liein Khat-

as fixed identities, Khatami exposed as
dynamlcnegonauons Yetin 2026, with

ami’sdialogue, amplified through insti-
tutional architecture, Education must
embed culmral literacyasacivicpriority,

US-Iran this vi-
sion appears not just marginalised but
structurally suppressed, crowded out
by leaders like Marco Rubio, who at the
Munich Security Conference decried

a“crisi ilisis i
ossthe West,"r

Critics expose deeper flaws in Hun-
tington’s architecture. Noam Chomsky
argued it served as a post-Cold War
“paradigm to control people,” substi-

the ypes that make
civilisational rhetoric legible to mass
audiences. International bodies must
actively monitor and counter divisive
narratives,channelling competitioninto
shared frameworks, climate, pandemic
response, and nuclear non-prolifera-
tion, where cooperation is structurally
incentivised. As Khatami argued, “the
ion age istheage of dialogue,”

foldmg not merely goodwdl

tuting Islam for as the or-
ganising enemy. Tomorrow, Hinduism
could equally furnish the pretext foran

exter ‘..‘.. urheronc,emsmg:he

pOWer.
For Huntmgmn this would not be
incidental symbolism but a deliberate
civilisal:ional signalling, transforming

foreign

This framing Llevntes policy dlsagrc&
mentsintostruggles between Christian
enllghtenmen( and Islamic authoritar-

be

ralism. Jonathan Fax s 2002 empmcal
analysis found civilisational conflicts
constitute only a fraction of ethnic dis-
putes, with i intra- -civilisational vmlcnce
far more pi thisisa

tity'srolein conflictwhile erring fatally
on inevitability. The real danger is not
that civilisations must clash; it is that
enough powerful actors can make it
appear they do. Philosopher Hannah
Arendt’s warning remains the sharper
guide: the most dangerous condition
for (he common masses isone “where

factand fiction,

rebuke to the thesis’s predictive chlms
Most incisively, Amartya Sen's Identity

trueand false, nolonger exists." In that
epistemic collapse. cmhsanonal myths

ianism, Along with Israel, thi:

thebulwarkof Judeo-Christian heritage
asin EretzYisrael, thebiblical Promised
Land where God’s covenant with Abra-
hamis held to anchor Jewish historical
andspiritual claimtothe territory. Hun-
tington would reinforce this alliance as
a civilisational front. As Edward Said

aml Violenc »l')nr\

thrive. Resisting just

egorisationisnot mcrely overslmpllf' ed
but dan;erous I:ry reducing persons to
ntity, it elygener
ates theviolence it purports to explain.
“The denial of an important liberty,”
Sen wrote, occurs whenever external

dialogue, but the intellectual clarity to
see past the narratives that powerful
interests construct and dismantle
them before they become self-fulfilling
prophecies.

(The writer is a social scientist based
inAustralia)

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Memories etched in foam

A familiarscent carries
the mind back to the quiet
luxuries of anothertime

S HARSHA

ometimes, it takes the smallest

of objects to unlock the deep-

est memories. Recently, when
1 bought a can of shaving foam, I ex-
pected nothing more than a routine
addition to my bathroom shelf. But
the moment I pressed the nozzle and
watched the white foam rise into my
palm, I found myself travelling back
nearly 34 years —to a different time, a
differentlife.

Inan instant,  was no longer stand-
inginmybathroom. Iwasayoung man
again,livinginamodest middle-income
home where every purchase was con-
sidered carefully and every expense
measured. Imported products were
rareluxuries—objects yousawmore of-
teninshop windows thaninyourhome.

That was also the year my cousin,
Poojitha Rao, then astudentat the Na-
tional Law School of India, travelled

to Washington, DC, to participate in a
mootcourtcompetition. For our family,
thevery idea felt remarkable. A young
member of our family flying abroad to
competeataninternational stage filled
uswith pride.

She returned not just with stories of
her journey but with something even
more memorable in its quiet generos-
ny Wuh the l:mxted money she must
havel back
small gifts for her cousins and family
members. Among them were two cans
of shaving foam - one for my cousin
Raviand one forme.

Today, such a gift may sound ordi-
nary. Butat thattime, receiving shaving
foam from the US feltalmost grand. It
w'\sprubably the ﬁrsrglftlhad received
asanadult.1 the

nolongerwith us—mentioned that the
foam irritated his skin. Without much
fuss, he handed his can over tome. And
Jjustlike that, the gift doubled.

His can lasted another two years or
perhaps even longer. Two cans that
had travelled across oceans because
a young cousin thought of us while
standing in a foreign land ended up
giving me nearly six years of daily use.
Life, of course, moved forward. Brands
changed. Priorities shifted. People
came and went. And now, after more
than three decades, I happened to buy
the same shaving foam again and be-
gan using it about a week ago. When |
pressed the nozzle this time, the famil-
iarscentrose gentlyin theair—and with
it camea flood of memories. Poojitha’s

canclosely-turningitoverinmyhands,
reading the English labels, and admir-
ing the sleek foreign design.
It was not merely shavmg loam It
d affection, tt
and pridein being . Tused

ach Ravi’s quiet generosity.
Our simple home. And the warmth of
knowing that someone had thought of
us from thousands of miles away.
Acanofshaving foamisn't expected
to carrymuch emoncn Yet,sometimes
th vessels for

itsparingly,almostwithreverence. That

single can lasted for four years. Evenan

everyday routine feltslightly special.
Then, one day, Ravi - who is sadly

the biggest memories. This new can
may or may not last for four years. But
the memory of the first one will last a
lifetime,

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

Burden on households

Apropos ‘Firewood, menu cut: Hotels’ desperate steps
amid gas woes' (Mar 11), the impact of the US-Israel-Iran
conflict is being felt in India. LPG supply disruptions
have led to price increases for domestic eylinders,

menu offerings or shutting down. Global crude price
surges have raised aviation fuel costs, leading to higher
ticket prices. The government should absorb part of the
shock to avoid steep price hikes, which fuel inflation and

straining household budgets. The hospitality sector
isalso affected, with hotels and restaurants reducing

Focus on the present

Itis unfortunate to hear MPs debat-
ing expelling the Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla. Some parliamentarians
have exceeded themselves with
one-sided research, focusing on past
events. The focus should

be on recent actions and the reasons
behind the move. Anyone watching
parliamentary proceedings can

see how the Speaker allowed

certain things to happen, treated
opposition leaders sternly, and sus-
pended them.

Hemachandra Basappa, Bengaluru

Preventive education key

The recent Kanakapura Road
accident highlights reckless driving
among young people, putting lives
atrisk. A long-term solution lies in
preventive education. Road safety,

worsen living costs,
N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengaluru

civic responsibility, and disciplined
driving should be introduced in
school curricula. Young people
mustunderstand the

TOBE PRECISE

INPERSPECTIVE

BJP’sascent
through alliance

Biharvalidates a
tested BJP strategy
—buildingon the
base of regional
partners to secure
unilateral power

NILANJAN MUKHOPADHYAY

ften termed as the

‘Phoenix of Indian

Politics’, Nitish Kumar
~whotookoathas Chief Min-
ister of Bihar on November
20 -is unlikely to rise again.
Since beating a hasty retreat
in December 2023 into the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-
led National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) fold, with Prime
Minister Narendr: A Modi as
the 1

eventualmandate. Questions
remained unanswered, and
when Kumar did respond,
his erratic public behaviour
and ill-timed remarks only
deepened uncertainty. The
long tweet and reasoning
for seeking a Rajya Sabha
seat have found few takers.
For the BJP, the challenge is
not merely to find a credible
replacement for Kumar but
alsotosimultaneouslyensure
that the people do not rise in
angeratthe BIP's misleading
campaign.

Kumar’s alliance with the
BJP was both paradoxical
and opportunistic. He, how-
ever, retained a veneer of his
Mandal political roots, while
the BJP pushed itsKamandal
politics. The extent to which
this can be the sole guiding
principle remains unk

Kumar’sonlydignified option
seemed to be a graceful exit.

The Janata Dal (United)
leader’s departure from Pat-
na’s chief ministerial cham-
ber, however, will not trans-
lateintoafront-doorentry of
the BJP into the state’s high-
estoffice. Instead, it remains
a backdoor arrangement
until the BJP musters the
courage to seek the people’s
mandate on its own, and not
stepinto the portals of power
by clinging to the coattails of
aformidableally.

Unlike the BJP leaders of
the NDA's first tenure under
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the
current leadership places
little value on alliance part-
ners. Coalitions are seen less
as partnerships of principle
and policy, and more as in-
struments of political power.
From 2004 onwards, when
the NDA formed the govern-
ment in Bihar with Kumar
as chief minister, the BJP
accepted its role as junior
partner to the JD(U), seeing
it as a pathway to eventual
dominancein thestate,

Nitish Kumar is not the
firstallythat the BJP hasused
asastepping stone to unilat-
eral power, nor will he be the
last. The fate of the Shiv Sena
~firstunited, then the break-
away unit headed by Eknath
Shinde-is well known. Like-
wise, is the destiny that has
befallen the Janata Dal (Sec-
ular)inKarnataka, the AIAD-
MKin Tamil Nadu,and

The BJP faces the daunting
task of furthering Hindut-
va while not being seen as
coarsely eroding the political
balance of Bihar.

The dominant partner
Following the BJP’s unex-
pected electoral majority
in 2014, many argued that
the coalition era had ended,
and India was returning to
single-party dominance.
Despite this idea appearing
premature after the BJP’s
loss of majority in 2024, it
has staged a comeback. Un-
der Modi, the BJP makes no
bones about its intention
within the polity, and also in
the Sangh parivar. His deci-
sion to appoint a previously
unknown face as party pres-
ident underscores his deter-
mination toretain functional
autonomy.

In contrast to the BIP’s
domineering presencewithin
the ruling front, the Opposi-
tion remains multi-headed,
with the Congress showing
little intention of subsuming
others, especially regional
parties. Many would say this
isbecause Congresslacks the
capacity to reduce regional
parties to the margins, De-
spite its inability to stage an
electoral comeback, save in
fits and starts, the Congress
hasresisted regional satraps’
attemptstotake poleposition
within the opposition bloc. It
has paid with cos(ly conse-

wouldsay, even the Shiroma-
ni Akali Dalin Punjab.

In the Maharashtra As-
sembly polls, the BJP may
not have explicitly projected
Shinde as its electoral mas-
cot, unlike in Bihar, where
the mandate was sought in
Nitish Kumar’s name. Yet,
while Kumar - mockingly
dubbed Paltu Ram for his
frequent political somer-
saults—and the JD(U) are fac-
ing margmahsauun Shmde s

of negligent driving before obtaining
licences.
Aravind Murthy TS, Bengaluru

Our readers are welcome to email letters to:
inherald.co.in (only letters
emailed — not handwritten — will be accepted).

All letters must carry the sender’s postal
i

camp d for
declineas Devendra Fadnavm
consolidates his hold on Ma-
harashtra,

Despite theinsistent clam-
ourthat Nitish Kumarwould
servea full termas chief min-
ister, long stretchesof silence

theroadtothe

quences-var
parties broke ranks; Mamata
Banerjee, for instance, and
Nitish Kumar too. Because
independent India’s past
demonstrates that democ-
racy thrives when social and
political majoritarian forces
arekeptat bay, the Congress
has to decide on its immedi-
ate objective: pose a serious
challenge jointly, or be con-
tent with a lonesome and
inconsequential leadership.

Against this backdrop,
Nitish Kumar’s move to the
UpperHousesends troubling
signals for the future of Indi-
an politics.

(Thewriteris ajournalist
and author of Narendra
Modi: The Man, The Times
andThe RSS: Icons of the
Indian Right)
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PANORAMA

Vande Mataram and BJP’s dilemma in Christian-majority states

QDATELINE

compulsory tosingall six stanzas of Vamic
Mataramingover

Thedirective,accord-

SUMIR KARMAKAR

en Vande Mataram was played

inthe presence of Vice-President

C P Radhakrishnan at the Na-

galand University convocation on March

6, an unusual scene unfolded. Many stu-

dentsandresearchscholarsatthecentral

university neither stood up nor sang the

national song—something that is usually
observed as part of protocol.

Videos of the incident, which went viral
on social media, came as a surprise for
many. But the episode rollowed strong ob-

hri

inated Nagaland From MLAs to student
bodies, many had already opposed the
Centre’s directive in January making it

ing to critics, infringes upon the religious
% T s 3 o

ple’s Front (NPF), which leads the rul-
ing alliance, objected to singing all six
stanzas of Vande Mataram. This forced
the Assembly to refer the matter to a Se-

ightsof agas.

The Naga Students’ Federation (NSF),
aninfluential student body formed in Oc-
tober 1947, was quick to raise objections,
saying the directive regarding Vande
A 1dh .

lect C The Bharatiya Janata
Party is a major ally of the coalition gov-
ernmentin Nagaland.

“The attempt to portray the song as
purelysecularand historical deliberately

hurtthy the

Christian Nagas, asit carries “strong and
deniable religious jonsrooted
inthe worship of Hindu deities.” The stu-
denl bodyalso stated that any attempt m

ignores the concerns raised
by communities whose faith and cultural
identity do notalign with its religious im-
agery,” NSF said while condemning BJP
leader and minister Temjen Imna Along,

enforceor T
such a song within the Nagaland Assem-
bly or any public institutions in the Naga
homeland directly violates the spirit and
safeguards enshrined under Article 371
(A), which protects the unique religious
and social practices of the Nagas.

The issue also raised a storm on the
floor of the Assembly on March 5 when
many MLAs, including the Naga Peo-

whotried dthe Centre'sdirective,

“In trying to endorse the Centre’s
move, he appears more concerned
with pleasing his political bosses in Delhi
than safeguarding the rights and sensi-
tivities of the Naga people. No individu-
al or political representatives have the
mandate to dilute or compromise the
hard-earned rights of the Naga people,”
it said. Nagaland has an 87%

Christian population.

Special protection

Many in Nagaland believe that Nagas
werenever partof India, asentiment that
fuelled a violent movement after 1947.
The decades-long Naga conflict has still
remained unresolved, and this prompted
the Centre over the years to offer various

sition Voice of Peoples Party, said he was
notagainstthe practiceof singing the first
two stanzas but considers the Centre’s di-
rectivetomakeallsi 1

an “imposition and infringement” on
the freedom of religion. “As a Christian,
1 would like to quote the first of the Ten
Commandments.”

onsent

safeguards to win over the dence of
the communities in Nagaland.

Tribal-dominated states such as Na-
galand, Mizoram and Meghalaya enjoy
safeguards under Article 371, and any
centralactsor directives need the endorse-
ment of the state assembly for enforce-
mentorimplementation. Tribal-dominat-
ed areas in Assam and Tripura also enjoy
some level of autonomy under the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution.

Meghalaya and Mizoram, two other
Christian-majority states in the North-
east, also witnessed similar objections.
Adelbert Nongrum, an MLA of the oppo-

Before the attack, President Trump downplayed the risks to the energymarkets as a
short-term concern that should not overshadow the mission to decapitate the Iranian regime

MARK MAZZETTI, TYLER PAGER AND
EDWARD WONG

n February 18, as US Presi-
dentDonald Trumpweighed
whether to launch military
atracks on Iran, Chris
Wright, the energy secre-
tary, told an interviewer he
was not concerned that the looming war
might disrupt oil supplies in the Middle
Eastand wreak havocin energy markets.

Even during the Israeli and US strikes
against Iran last June, Wright said, there
had been little disruption in the markets.
“Oil pricesblipped upand thenwent back
down,” he said. Some of Trump’s other
advisers shared similar views in private,
dismissing wammgs that — the >ecund

mlghlwagc
warfare b lanescarrying
roughly 20%ohhe world's oil supply.

The extent of that miscalculation was
laid bareinrecentdays,asIran threatened
tofireatcommercial oil tankers transiting
the Strait of Hormuz, the strategic choke
point through which all ships must pass
on their way out of the Persian Gulf. In
response to the Iranian threats, commer-
cial shipping has come to a standstill in
the Gulf, oil prices have spiked, and the
Trump admmlstmnun has sclambled to
find isis
that hus mggered higher gasoline prices
for Americans.

Theepisode}

fhowmuch
Trump and his advisers misjudged how
Iran would respond to a conflict that the
governmentin Tehran, Iran's capital, sees
asan existential threat. Iran has respond-
ed farmoreaggressivelythanitdid during
last June’s 12-day war, firing barrages of
missiles and drones at US military bases,
citiesin Arabnationsacrosswest Asia.and
onlsraeli population centres.

US officials have had to adjust plans on
the fly, from hastily ordering the evacu-
ation of embassies to developing policy
proposals to reduce gas prices.

After Trump administration officials
gave a closed-door briefing to lawmakers
on Tuesday, Democrat Senator Christo-
pher S Murphy said on social media that
the administration had “NO PLAN" for
the Strait of Hormuz and dld not know
howto geti itsafely backopen.”

f

DH ILLUSTRATION: DEEPAK HARICHANDAN

Hormuz crisis exposes gaps
in Trump’s Iranwarplan

nymity todiscuss private conversations.

Hegseth acknowledged Tuesday that
Iran'sferoc itsneigh-
bours caught the Pentagon somewhat off
guard. But he insisted that Iran’s actions
were backfiring.

Trump has displayed growing frustra-
tion over how the war is disrupting the oil
supply, telling Fox News that oil tanker
crews should “show some guts” and sail
through the Straitof Hormuz.

Some militaryadvisers did warn before
the wm‘thatlran could launch an aggres-

Insid ials
are growing pessimistic about the lack of
aclearstrategy to finish the war. But they
have been careful not to express that di-
rectlytothe president, whohasrepeatedly
declared that the military operation is a
completesuccess.

Trump has laid out maximalist goals
such as insisting that Iran name a leader
whowillsubmit to him, while Secretary of
State Marco Rubioand Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth have described narrower
and more tactical objectives that could
provide an off- -ramp! in (he near term.

 andwouldview
the US-Israeli attack as a threat to its ex-
istence. Butother advisers remained con-
fident that killing Iran’s senior leadership
would]ead tomore pragrnatlcleadersml\-
ingover

‘When Trump was briefed about nsks
that oil prices could rise in the event of
war, he acknowledged the possibility but
downplayeditasashort-term concernthat
should not overshadow the mission to de-
capitate the Iranian regime. He directed
Wrightand Treasury Secretary Scott Bes-
sent to work on developing options for a

Karoline Leavitt,the White
secretary, said the administration “had a
strong game plan” before the war broke
out, and vowed that oil prices would drop
afteritended.

“The purposeful disruption in the oil
market by the Iranian regime is short
term, and necessary for the long-term
gain of wiping out these terrorists and
the threat they pose to America and the
world,”she said ina statement.

This article is based on interviews with
a dozen US officials, who asked for ano-

tential spikein prices.

But the president did not speak pub-
licly about these options — including
political risk insurance backed by the US
government,and the potential of US Navy
escorts — until more than 48 hours after
the conflict started. The escorts have not
yettaken place.

Asthe conflict hasroiled global markets,
Republicans in Washington have grown
concerned about rising oil prices damag-
ingtheirefforts tosellan economicagenda
tovotersahead of the midterm elections.

Trump, both publiclyand privately, has
been arguing that Venezuelan oil could
help solve any shocks coming from the
Iran war. The administration announced
Tuesday a new refinery in Texas that offi-
cials said could help increase oil supply,
ensuring that Iran does not cause:any long-
term damage to oil markets.

The confidence that White House of-
ficials had that the shipping lanes could
stay open is surprising given that Trump
authorised a military campaign last year
against the Houthis, a Yemeni group

“The goalsof this mission are clear.” Ru-
bio said at a State Department event on
Monday before Trump held his own news
conference. “It is to destroy the ability of
thisregimeto Iaunch mnssxles, both by de-

troying their dtheir|.
destroy the factories that make thesemis-
siles; and destroy their navy.”

The State Departmenteven laid out the
three goals in bullet-point fashion, and
highlighted a video clip of Rubio stating
them onanofficial social media account.

The presentation by Ruh:o whoi is also

backed by Iran, that had used il
drone attacks to bring maritime com-
merceinthe Red Seatoahalt.

In a social media post last March an-
nouncing he had authorised military
strikes against the Houthis, Trump said
that theattacks had cost the global econo-
mybillionsofdollars,and that “noterrorist
force will stop American commercial and
naval vessels from freelysailing the Water-
ways of the World.”

But since the start of the war in Iran,
Trump has not offered a consistent mes-
sage. In private, his aides have said they
feel frustration over his lack of discipline
in communicating the objectives of the
military campaign to the public.

‘Trump has said both that the war could
goon formore than monthand tha( itwas

I

the White House

appeared to be setting the s!age for the
presidenttobringan end to the warsooner
rather than later. In his news conference,
Trump boasted of how the US military
had already destroyed Iran's ballistic
missile capabilityandits navy. But he also
warned of even more aggressive action if
Iranian leaders tried to cut off the world’s
energy supply.

Matthew Pottinger, who was a deputy
national securityadviserin the first Trump
administration, said in an interview that
Trump had indicated he could decide to
pursue ambitious war goals that would
take weeksat least.

“In his press conference, | could hear
himcircling back toarationale for fighting
abit longer glven that the regime is still

'much.”Heal:
the United Stateswould “goforwardmore
determined than ever,”

Rubio and Hegseth, however, appear
to have coordinated their messaging for
now on three discrete goals that they be-
gan laying outin public remarks Monday
and Tuesday.

lling it won't be deterred and is still
trying to control the Strait of Hormuz,”
said Pottinger, now chair of the China
program at the Foundation for Defence
of Democracies, a group thatadvocates a
close US partnership with Israel and con-
frontation with Iran.
The New York Times

From the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) to the demand for a ban on beef
by many BJP leaders and now the di-
rective regarding Vande Mataram, the
BJP-led Narendra Modi government
has faced backlash in the Northeast,
particularly in the Christian- majm'lry
Nagaland, Mizoram and Megh

Strong protests, sometimes violent,
against the CAA finally forced the Centre
toexempttheseareas fromthe purview of
the Act, while the Inner Line Permit Sys-
tem—travel permits for outsiders—was
introduced in Manipurin 2020. Italready
exists in Nagaland, Mizoram and Aruna-
chal Pradesh.

Mizo Zirlai Pwal (MZP), an influential
students’ body in Mizoram, questioned
why such a decision was taken without
discussion with communities practising
diverse religions and customs. “The Cen-
tre should reconsider and respect India’s
secular status and address this urgently,
ensuring that no community is forced to
compromise on their faith, aid.

“The i institutions should

and also in areas under the

remain spaces dedicated to learning and

councils set up under the Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution. The CAA seeks to

notbe used toimpose cultural or political
mandates. Without proper deliberation

offer Indian citizenship to
“persecuted” migrants from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan till 2014.

andd , nothing should be forced
uponschools orcolleges,”the bodyadded.
DHNS

Abudgetofschemes,

PRAKASH NEDUNGADI

udget speeches should not
Bmerely list expenditures
nnd s¢hemcs punctuated

For

notoutcomes

‘Within a decade, government
schoolresultsimproved somuch
that CBSE pass percentages
were higher than many private
schools, and thousands of stu-

a state like Karnataka—whose
economy is larger than that of

professional institutions.
Thereal challengeis not mere-

Unfonunarely, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah’s budget for 2026~
27 offers little of that. Instead, it
readslargelyasa catalogueofac-
tivities: “Thissectorisimportant;
wewillspend this much."Whatis
missing is accountability. What
will actually change because of
this spending?

Across sectors—agriculture,
education, healthcare, infrastruc-
ture, and industry—the budget
repeatedly lists schemes and
allocations but rarely explains
the outcomes they are meant to
deliver. That absence of meas-
urable goals is the single biggest
weaknessof the budget.

‘Take agriculture. The govern-
ment promises micro-irrigation
and farm machinery support for
lakhs of farmers and announces
dozens of irrigation works. But
whatwill thisachieve? Howmuch
willagricultural productivityrise?
How many additional hectares
will be irrigated? How much will
farmer incomes improve? With-
out such targets, it becomes im-
possible to judge whether public
spendingisdelivering results.

The same pattern appears in
animal husbandry The budget

many countries—ci P g

mmethmgmore aclearvision, a outcomesand holding thesystem
trategy for ,andmeasur- rresults.

able cutcumes for the taxpayer’s Some announcements in the

money.

budget also raise serious ques-
tions about policy thinking. For
instance, 31 crore has been al-
located to upgrade “girls’ infra-
structure” in 31 colleges where
girls’ enrolment exceeds 50 per
cent. But what about colleges
where girls' enrolment is lower?
Shouldn’t adequate infrastruc-
turefor girlsbeavailablein every
institution?

The budget also raises con-
cerns about efficiency in public
spending. The government pro-
poses constructing a 450-bed
hospital in Karwaratacost of Rs
198 crore — roughly Rs 44 lakh
perbed. InDelhi,world-class gov-
ernmenthospitals have beenbuilt
ataround Rs 20 lakh perbed, less
than halfthat cost.

Similarly, thestate proposesto
spend about Rs 17,000-18,000
croreonthecontroversial 17-kilo-
metre north-south tunnel road
in Bengaluru — nearly Rs 1,000
crore per kilometre. Metro rail
infrastructure, by contrast, typ-
ically costs about Rs 700-750
crore per kilometre and serves
far larger numbers of commut-
ers, When resourcesare limited,
expanding mass transit may be
afar more sensible priority than

15veterinary
hmpl(als intopolyclinicsata cost
of Rs 10 crore. But what differ-
ence will this upgrade make for
livestock productivity or farmer
incomes? And when Karnataka
has more than 230 taluks, up-
gradingjusta handfulof facilities
willhardlychange the state-wide
picture.

Education policy shows a
similar lack of clarity. The gov-
ernment proposes converting
800 government schools into
Karnataka Public Schools with
anexpenditureof Rs 3,900 crore
over three years. Yet the budget
does not explain what improve-
ment in learning outcomes this
investmentwill deliver.

Similarly, Rs 841 crore has
beenallocated to prepare 26,821
students for competitive exami-
nations. That works out to more
thanRs3lakh perstudenr. While

cus on employment. The budget
highlightsRs 30,000 croreof pri-
vate investment in the Dharwad
node of the Mumbai-Bengaluru
Industrial Corridor, expected to
generateabout 75,000 jobs. That
implies roughly Rs 40 lakh of in-
vestment for each job created.

Karnataka urgently needs
job-creating sectors that absorb
large numbersofyoungworkers.
Export-oriented apparel parks,
toy manufacturing clusters and
tourism could generate employ-
ment at scale, Yet these sectors
receive little strategic attention
inthebudget.

Karnataka's tourism poten-
tial alone could generate many
times the income it does today if
the state invested systematically
inairports, hospitalityinfrastruc-
ture, destination development

future for children i is welcume,

lobal marketing.
Astatebudgetshouldanswera
Al =

the result this
pected to produce should also be
speltout.

In Delhi, when the Aam Aad-
mi Party. government undertook

whatdowewant
tohaveachieved bynextyear (and
then five or ten years from now)
fromthe decisions we take today?

Onthatfundamental question,

atranstor f government
schools, the goal was clear:
improve learning outcomes.

(The writer is the treasurer,
AAPKarnataka)
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MPsrap Kissinger for remarks

Gopichandlifts All England

OASIS | KANDASWAMY GNANAMURTHY

Stressis no excuse to hurtothers

colleagues or even after receiving

onnuclearpolicy
papers from the office assistant. His

Openbadminton trophy eread
physical ailments, butare far
more hesitant when itcomes to

psychological distress. There are many

mlld cases where apersoni is aware

that in their has

changed--changes that affect

notonly themselves but also those

closetothem.

Several years ago, a junior colleague
developed a curious compulsion to
wash his hands repeatedly. After re-
ceiving the change from a bus conduc-
tor, for example, he would feel theurge

People readily consult doctors for

New Delhi, March 11

Two members of the Lok Sabha today took
strong exception to U.S. Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger's comment on India’s
nuclear policy ata recent question answer
session in Wyoming University. External
Affairs Minister Y. B, Ch: hared the
members’ feelings, but did not wish to
ccomment on the propriety of Dr. Kissinger
making a reference to India. He disagreed
witha suggestion that India send a formal
protest note. India’s stated policy on nu-

Birmingham, March 11
Pullela Gopichand won the 2001 Yonex
All England Open badminton Champi-
onships in fine style today, beating Chen
Hong of China 15-12, 15-6 in the final. He
became only the second Indian to win this
after Prakash Padukone won
in1980. There were scenes of jubilation
among Indian supporters at the National
Indoor Arena in Birmingham when the
final came to an exciting finish. “Winning
the All England Openis the dream of all

wet hand kerchiefs he carried. His
hands had grown pale from
ive washing with
soap. While we tookall this
inour stride, his wife found
itincreasingly disiressing
and called me one day in
despair.

Atthe time, a well-known
psychologist was teaching behav-
ioural sciences in my evening classes,

trouser pockets were often damp from

Vicarion. he gradually returned to

open up about his anxieties and uncov-
ered the source of his fear. Foralong
time he had repeatedly seen a person
with a severe skin condition sitting

Carl Jung, and later the remarkable
life story of John Nash, who lived years
with paranoid schizophrenia.

Perhaps the most compassionate
atastreetcorner. Thesighthad  thing we can dois to ensure those
triggered an intense fear of around us seek help before distress

contamination that slowly helming. If lose
developed into a phobia. to us shows signs of persistent anxiety,
Once the source ofanxiety  phobia or compulsive behaviour, itis
was recognised and with important to gently encourage them to
some gentle therapyand med-  consulta counsellor or mental health
professional. Equally, ifa | person
ly on that their beh is
troubling them or causing distress to

normal life, Whata reliefit was to
his wife, to all of us and most of all to

clear explosion for peaceful purposes was
“very well known”, he said.

badminton players. [ am very happy,” he
told DH after the historic triumph.

wash both his hands and the coins.
There were endless trips to the
washbasin-after shaking hands with

and I referred my colleague to him.

The rest, as they say, was history. After
a few sessions, my colleague began to

him. For some reason, I have long been
drawn to writings on psychoanalysis
—the works of Sigmund Freud, and

those around them, it takes cour-
age—butalso responsibility—to seek
professional guidance in time.
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No regime change, no exit: The Iran war’

Imost two weeks after the
US and Israel launched
what they described as a

preemptive strile against
Iran
tive of reggime change — the
odids that this goal will be achieved anytime

with the stated objec

oon appear as remote as they did an Day 1
Yet as both sides dig in, trading blows in an
increasingly senseless war of attrition, there
are signs that President Donald Trump and
Prime Minkster Bengjamin Netanyahu are qui
etly backing away from that stated ohjective.

On Monday, Trump said America's goals
may be “pretty well complete” and that the
war could end soon. But later that same day,
Trump told reporters that the US would
continue striking Iran to destroy its ballistic
missile capabilities. He also expressed
dissatisfaction with the pewly designated
supreme leader, Mojtaba Khimened,
implying he wanted a say in who leads Iran
next. Earlier, Trump had indicated that any

Iran’s resilience
— despite

to its military
and civilian
infrastructure —
has stumned the
US and Israel

3 A
skl J13

Opin

OBAMA AL-BHARIF
decision to end the war would be made
mutually by himself and Netanyahu,

Iran's response was swift and unequivocal
The Iskamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
declared that only Trin would determine when
Minister Abbas Araghchi
sald diplomacy was no loggzer an option. IRGC

the war enids. Fore

farces continued Aring missiles and drones at
Israc! and neighboning Guif states,

By Tuesday, Trump's advisers were
repartedly urging him to devise an exit
strategy — to end a war that remains deeply
unpopalar with the American public and
s increasingly threatening Republican
prospects in the November midterm
elections. Some analysts befieve Tramp
may declare victory, claiming the US has
crippled Iran’s military and eliminated key

figures in its leadership. But it is far from s . =
and potat oo «

clear how Tehran would respond to such a Baind I Arvvne

gambit, particulardy as Iran appears intent X @platstio

on raising the stakes and setting its own .

conditions for ending hostilities. wwwe arabnews com/ spinion

WS Wednesday, March 11, 2026

In hindsight, Trump appears to have
miscaleulated both Iran'
capacity to absorb the initial shock, which
was, by any measure, devastating. The
attacks on Gulf neighbors have strained ties
with US allies that never wanted this war.

resolve and its

Tran's resilience — despite heavy damage 1o
its military and ctvilian infrastructure — has
visibly stunned Washington and Tel Aviv, By
internationalizing the conflict, Iran's hard
liners have deftly transferved pressure onto
Arab and European capltals, as well as into
the political and military decision-making
centers of both Isracd and the US
Trump should also be cautious about
his ontinued alignment with Netanyahu,
Reports indicate that Israel is striking civilian
infrastructure in addition to military targets,
When Israel hit Tehran's main oil facili
ties on Sunclay, igniting widespread fires,
Washington expressed dismay. That gap
between the two allies is worth watching
While Iraninn officials insist the fighting

reckoning

continue unabated, there are indica
tions that Hussia and Turkiye may be
exploring a mediation role. But the shape of
any postwar order remains deeply uncer
tain. The fallout has already been enormous
and the geopalitical reverberations will
outlast the conflict itself

From Tehran's perspective, any accept-
able end to the war will require a new set of
negotiating parameters: credible guarantees
against future US and lsraeli aggression, the
Hfting of sanctions and a nuclear agreement
on favorable terms. Tran’s ballistic missile
program, a persistent flash point, will

remain a nonnegotiable red line

For the Gulf stales, the rechoning will be
longer and more complex. They will need
to reassess the foundations of their military
partnership with the US, recalibrate their
relationships with Israel and [ran, and
confront the Jong-term security implica
tions of a conflict that has keft the Arabian
Gulf more volatile than before

Tehran see
convinced that
prolonging
instability — from
Gaza to Syria and
beyond — will
strengthen its
regional role

Prolonging the war will make Iran the biggest loser

n politics, some leaders believe that
time works in thedr favor, They as-
stume that if a conflict drags on long
enough, their enemies will weaken,
alliances will shift and eventually
they will emerge stronger. Iran
appears to believe this about the current
wave of conflicts across the Middle East
But this calculation may be danger
ously wrong
Tehran secms convinced that prolonging
instability — from Gaza to Syria and beyond
will strengthen its regional role and
increase its leverage against rivals. The idea
behind this strategy is simple: the longer the
region remains unstable

the more influence
Iran can exercise through its network of
allies and armed groups

In reality, however, prolonging the war
may ultimately turn lran into the biggest
loser in the reglon

The first reason is cconomic. Iran is already
suffering under heavy sanctions imposed by
the US and its Western allies, These sanctions

have severely limited Iran’s ability to sell

HANI HAZAIMEH
oil freely, acoess the international banking
system and attract foreign investment, The
result is a strugghing economy marked by
high inflation, currency depreciation and
declining living standards.

The second major issue is the cost of Iran's

reglonal strategy

For years, Iran has invested enormous

resources in building influence across
the Middle East. Tehran has supported
armed groups and political allies in several
vountries. These allinnces were designed
to expand [ran's strategic reach. But today
many of these investments are producing
diminishing returns
Svria is perhaps the dearest example. The
fall of the Syrian regime in 2024
many of Iran’s long-term plans in the country.
Years of financial, political and military invest
ment suddenly turmed into a strategic Joss
The situation in Gaza also Hlustrates the

shattered

limits of Iran's strategy mdine based o &y
For years, Tehran has supported armed X @hanihazaimeh
Palestinian factions as part of its beoader

confrontation with Israel

These alliances www arsboews com/ epinion

were meant to strengthen Iran’s regional
influence and create additional pressure

points inst its adversaries

But the devastating war in Gaza has not
produced clear gains for Irmn. Instead, it
has intensified international scrutiny of
Iran’s regional activities and reinforced
the political arguments for maintaining
sanctions against it

Iran’s broader network of allles is also
undher pressure. Maintaining this network
requires money, weapons and logistical
support. All of this places additional strain
on Iran's already fragile economy.

Skmply put, Iran is spending billions of
collars abre

d while its economy struggles
at home:

At the same time, the rest of the Midedle
East is undergoing significant transfor
mation. Many countries in the region are
shifting their prioritics toward economic
development, technological innovation
and global investment. Governments a

focusing on diversification, infrastrocture,
tourism and new industries that can create

johs and long-term graowth

Tran, however, remains deeply entangled
in geopolitical confrontation and proxy
conflicts. This contrast is becoming more
visible every year. The gap between Iran
and many of its neighbors is widening

Inside the country, economic hardship is
growing. Many citizens are asking why their
govermument continues ¢

Vole Tesources
to regional conflicts instead of focusing

on economic recovery and domesth
development

These questions are becoming increas
ingly difficult for the Iranian leadership
o ignore, Irans leaders may believe
that prolonging regional instability will
strengthen their strategic position. But the
opposite may be true.

I sanctions persist, economic pressure
intensifies and regional conflicts continue
without resolution, Iran could emerge from
this period weaker rather than stronger. In
the end, the strategy of endless confronta
thon may leave Tehran paying the highest
price for a war that refuses to end
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Iran crisis is redrawing the global energy map

he Strait of Honnuz, a 39

km-wide waterway flanked

by Iran to the north and

Oman and the UAE 1o the

south, is a passage through

which one-fifth of the
world's oil flows each day. For decades, it
has been a strategic chokepoint, con-
sidered a eritical valnerability iy global
energy security,

On Feb. 28, this vulnerability was laid
hare when Tran's Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps issued a stark warning in
the wake of US and

strait, nor did it deploy a naval armada.
However. it struck three tankers in the
vicinity of the passage and the insurance
market did the rest. War-risk premiums
for transits through the strait had already
doubled before this, rising from 0125
percent of ship value to between 0.2
percent and 0.4 percent, adding about
$250,000 to each supertanker voyage,
After the drone strikes, protection and
indemnity insurance was withdrawn
entirely, rendering transit commercially
nonviable for most operators. No blockade
was required, as lran's

Israeli strikes on Iranian 6 6 actions had weaponized
nuclear facilities and the insurance market
the assassination of Iran’s actions and it was the market
siummr lndrr Ali weaponized the that effectively closed
Khamenci. [t said the strait.

1o vessels would be Insurance market The seale of what
allowed topass. Within -~ and itwas the market  flows through this
days, tanker traffic that eﬂmd’. narrow corridor
plummeted by nearly 1 1 the strait makes its significance
80 percent, oil prices impassible to ignore.
spiked and the US navy Thee Strait of Hovmuz

swillly mobilized to escort commercial
ships through one of the world's most
perilous maritime comidors.
For the first time in history, the Strait
of Hormuz was effectively closed. What
followed was a permanent shift in the rules
of gobal energy security, rewriting how
energy is seeured and traded in real ime.
The most consequential lesson of the
closure is financial. Iran did not mine the

handles about 20.9 million barvels of ol
per day, 27 percent of all seaborne crude
oil, alongside 20 percent of global lique-
fied natural gas and a third of the worlds
fertilizer shipments,

Last Tuesday, raq’s Rumalla ofl field was
forced to shut down due to the region's
storage capacity being exhausted. The
same day, QatarEnergy suspended LNG
production at Ras Laffan, cffectively

ZAID M. BELBAGH
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| freezing an entire national economy.
Within 72 hours, European natural gas
prices surged from €30 ($34) 1o more than
€60 per megawatt-hour and more than
3,000 ships were left stranded,

The impact of the disruption has been
far from uniform. Trag, which relies on the
strait for 100 percent of its il exports, had
no choice but to shut down production
entirely. Qatar, whose LNG-dependent
economy was built on the assumption of
seamless maritime access, is now facing
an existential crisis, The Asian economies
maost exposed, which are

The emerging shift in global encrgy
geography is most evident along Africas
westem coast, where strategic infrastrue-
ture Is being developed to bypass the
Mickdbe East's vulnerable maritime choke-
points. Maroceo's Dakhla Atlantique port,
currently under construction, exemplifics
this trend. Designed to accommodate the
worlds largest vessels, the port's location
on the open Atlantic Ocean makes it a
critical asset in a rapidly changing encrgy
landscape. This strategic advantage, which
wits once viewed as i Jong-term opportu-

nity, has been accelerated

China, India, Japan and “ by the 2026 crisis.
South Korea, rely on the While the Strait of
Strait of Hormuz for 69 The hng»[erm Hormuz may eventually
percent of their crude ; reopen and tanker traflic
imports and have almost no impact may well be may resume, the global
alternatives for LNG. inachieving what energy landscape is already
This crisis has given threedecadesof  undergoing a fundamental
a structural urgency to climate cllplonncy transformation. The
supply-chain shifts that could not militarization of energy
had been discussed before. - trade, with its associated
China last year announced costs of naval escorts and
an additioral 200 gigawatts of solar cottintous military presence, s now an
capacity through 2027, explicitly framingit  inescapable reality. The effort to build resil-

@8 an eneTgy security measure rather than
a climate ambition. India made an identical
commitment with the same rationale.

The long-term impact of the crisis may well
be inachieving what three decades of climate
diplomacy could not. As such, the strategic
case for energy independence has, for the
first time, become politically undeniable.

ient, chokepoint-free supply chains, once

a long-term aspiration, has rapidly become
an urgent strategic priority. This shift &s no
Jonger driven by environmental concerns
but by the stark imperatives of national
security. The geography of global energy
Tias shifted and nations must now confront
the challenge of navigating this new reality.

‘Remigration’ a euphemism for forced transfer

igdht-wing populists have per-  once regurded as ultra-right are now being
focted the use of language to outflanked from the right by movements
vonceal their true intentions, — and parties that not long ago were widely
particulaty when it comes considered immoral, llegitimate and, in
to minorities and migrants. some cases, illegal.
Although i —a igration is widely idered

hemism for db i | — s not adirect, actionable offshoot and key

new in academic drn'lel.‘m recent years it
has entered the discourse of the ultra-right

policy component of the “Great Replace-
ment” This so-called theory has little to

across Europe and has grad- substantiate it: instead,
ually begun to creep into 65 it spreads a debunked
mainstream politics, Those conspiracy that alleges
who subscribe to this view Itis notonly that left-wing politicians
are becoming increasingly frregular migrati and a “globalist” elite are
bold in their insinuations that them .::: deliberately undermining
against migrants and even upsets birth rates in Western
it redefining who qualiies  MIgrants ingeneral,  countries while encour-
asamigrant. withMuslims often  aging nonwhite immigra-
Let us be clear. What lhdl'l"lllllf)’lll‘gt( tion in order to alter the
motivates these groups is demographic balance.
not the upholding of the More than anything,
law, a principle that unites most societies itreflects a Paviovian reaction among
— they are seeking a culture war. If they parts of the white majority in both the

cannot deport all those who do not fit their
notion of who belongs and who does not,
they at beast seek to reduce thedr numbers
substantially and force the rest to submit to
what they percefve as a superior culture.

US and Europe who feel threatened by
newcomers who da not speak, look or live
fike them. In many cases, it is ingrained
racism in parts of their societies,
Gradually, the mask is being removed

YOSS| MEKELBERG

the Identitarian Movement of Austria, is
most closely assoviated with developing
the concept of remigration. In his book
“Remigration: A Proposal” he outlines

an agenda targeting people who fall into
three calegories: illegal migrants, including
wsylum seekers; legal noncitizen migrants
wha hold residence permits or work visas;
and, to remove any doubit about the ultimate

The party has suggested that, if elected o
government, it would abolish the right of
migrants to qualily for permanent settle-
ment in the UK after five years, Instead, all
migrants would be required to apply for
renewable five-year visas, available only
1o those ing high salaries and i
additional strict eriteria,

The stated intention is clear: to force

objective, a category of many people who
“non-assimilated” migrants “ currently have perma-
who have obtained citizen- nent residency to leave
shiip but are suspected of These views and thelr  te UK becanse they
“makntaining loyalty to proponents have been would not meet the new
foreign nations or radical E requirements.
religions™ guiningpopularity " ocxeorm s
Sellner proposes the atafrighteningpace,  yiculary worrying
creation of a centralized along with increasing  because the party leads
“assimilation monitor” mmhl influence in the polls. Whether
database that would deter- or not it wins the next
mine who bedongs and general election, its

who does not, On that basés, decisions could
be made to foree even naturalized citizens lo
feave the country. Welcome {or rather unwel-
come) back to European totalitarianism.

In recent years, these views and their
proponents have been gaining popularity
at a frightening pace, along with

popularity demonstrates that this ideology
and language are gaining traction among a
significant segment of British society,
‘There is mounting evidence that the
remigration movement and its ideology
are not a passing trend. It cannot be
treated with complacency, especially

Latters sent from within the Kingdem should
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Across Ewrope, ethnonationalism and from those on the margins of European VR Mot 16 b Increasing political influence, in Europe, given its not-so-distant past.
nativism have been promoted by right- politics. 1t is not only irregular migration o e i This phenomienon s not limited to History has taught us that the road from
wing parties such as Alternative for that upsets them bul migrants in genceral, Program st Chaham House Germany and Austria. Consider Reform repugnant ideology and hateful rhetoric to
Germany. Reform UK, France's National with Muslims often serving as their X: @ YMokobeg UK, which is riding high in the polls implementation can be far shorter and far
Rally and Hungary's Fidesz, led by Prime primary target. For L varsion,fog 0 10 and, as a result, becoming increasingly more brutal than we might wish to believe
Minister Viktor Orban. Parties and leaders Martin Sellner, the curvent leader of wwm arabnews com/cpinian unabashed in its antimigrant rhetoric. human beings arve capable of.
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OPINION

The Improvisational Trump

With the
press start-
ing to call
Donald
Trump a
“war presi-
dent,” a bell

BWUOSI{EE‘)SS went off for

me. 1 used
the phrase in
a forgotten
2019 column
titled “Why Trump Is Win-
ning on Iran.”

The column came after the
first-term President Trump,
amid much recrimination
from the region, declined
Saudi pleas to respond mili-
tarily to an Iranian drone
strike on a Saudi oil facility.

Mr. Trump’s “peculiar” pol-
ities, I said, meant he couldn’t
count on the rally-round ef-
fect that “sometimes makes
war an attractive domestic
political proposition.” Check.
Being a “war president” also
wouldn’t suit his “episodic
and wandering leadership
style.” Check.

I'm struck by what else I
said back then. The Saudis &
Co. were rich enough to de-
fend themselves against Ira-
nian drone and missile at-
tacks without the U.S. having
to be at their beck and call.
The U.S. Navy doesn’t exist
only to keep oil lanes open
for China. It also exists to
close them (or not care if
they are closed) when it suits
U.S. interests.

At the time, Mr. Trump’s
nonresponse didn’t strike me
as an American retreat. In-
stead he was handing off re-
gional duties to regional allies

A

. President
! Trump’s deci-
sion mnot to
seek congres-
sional authori-
zation for the

By Holman W.
Jenkins, Jr.

poLITICS  se of military
By William 4
A. Galston leashed a cho-

rus of circum-
— locution from

Republican lawmakers.

Sen. Josh Hawley (R., Mo.)
argues that only committing
ground troops to the fight
would qualify as war “in the
constitutional sense.” Mr.
Hawley is an intelligent man
who completed a bachelor’s
degree from Stanford, a law
degree from Yale and a clerk-
ship with Chief Justice John
Roberts. If he has a credible
legal basis for the claim that
the military campaign the U.S.
is waging against Iran doesn’t
qualify as a war under the
Constitution, he should lay it
out.

Rep. Randy Fine (R., Fla.)
makes a different argument.
“It’s not a war,” he says. “The
way you are officially at war
is Congress declares war, and
we haven’t declared war.” This
is the logical equivalent of in-
sisting that the sky isn’t blue
until we say it is—and about
as persuasive.

House Speaker Mike John-
son could win an award for
military euphemisms. “We're
not at war right now,” he con-
tended last Wednesday.
“We’re four days into a very
specific, clear mission—an op-
eration.” In fairness, Mr. John-
son made this statement be-

while the U.S. pursued bigger
game.

On paper, he might now be
reacting as any president
would, seeing the locals as
not up to the job, seeing an
opportunity to guarantee that
a drone-, missile- and nu-
clear-armed rogue state won't
edge out the U.S. Navy as con-
troller of the world’s vital en-
ergy choke point.

The Trump outcome de-
pends now on securing this
U.S. strategic interest. If he
gives the impression of being
deterred by Iran’s threatened
closure of the Strait of Hor-
muz, it will be a geopolitical
earthquake he didn't bargain
for. Among other results,
China might reconsider its
relatively hands-off attitude
toward the U.S.-dominated
Persian Gulf.

But Mr. Trump is running
far ahead of his political sup-
port. It wasn’t long ago Dem-
ocrats were trying to stir up
U.S. military personnel to dis-
obey his orders. If we learned
anything from Joe Biden, a
president fighting to keep his
head above water cognitively
is a president who has a hard
time keeping his administra-
tion adhering to his priorities.

The concern with the 79-
year-old Mr. Trump, of
course, has usually been the
opposite: his going overboard
in creating chaos to keep his
opponents off balance and al-
low himself to dominate the
battleground he most seems
to care about, the media
(textbook example: after los-
ing the 2020 presidential
race).

On the 11th day of this war,
Mr. Trump is redefining a his-
tory-laden term from the U.S
military past, “anconditional
surrender.” He will be uncon-
ditioned in what he chooses
to interpret as Iranian surren-
der. If Mr. Trump is ready to
call it quits, he needs only an
unreconstructed Iranian re-
gime to call it quits too. What

His greatest asset, his
flexibility, may prove
his undoing if he lets
Tran off the hook.

perhaps started when Mr.
Trump ad libbed “help is on
the way” to Iranian protesters
could come down to an aerial
hunt for Mojtaba Khamenei,
the new tin-pot, with the
message “Make a deal now
before a bomb finds you.”

Deterrence—it’s a core
Trump principle, but only one
aspect of his glaringly tit-for-
tat personal political strategy,
which also, glaringly, he will
turn off the moment you say
something nice about him or
sue for peace.

Events may yet pan out but
Mr. Trump is becoming cap-
tive to decisions made else-
where. The Iranian regime is
apparently choosing whether
to bet big on its ability to
hold the world’s oil consum-
ers hostage and dare Mr.
Trump to do something about
it. Then it becomes a different
ballgame.

Inevitably 1973 comes to

mind, when a president
reached deep into his com-
mander-in-chief bag even as
his political approval rating
plummeted into the 20s. Yet
Richard Nixon, unlike Mr.
Trump, also inspired broad
respect as a geopolitician,
even among his enemies.

Nixon, with the dregs of
his Watergate-damaged au-
thority, put the U.S. military
on global nuclear alert to stop
the Soviets from involving
themselves in that year’s Mid-
east war and global energy
panic.

Those who think Mr. Trump
didn’t have anything larger in
mind when he struck Iran are
likely wrong—U.S. presidents
usually have one eye on their
superpower rival. Oh, to be a
fly on the wall when Mr.
Trump meets later this month
with Xi Jinping, who possibly
will get a clearer explanation
of what Mr. Trump is up to
than the American people
have gotten.

Which brings us to the
strangest words of the war,
Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio saying on day four that
the U.S. would “unleash
Chiang” on the Iranians. Was
he channeling Roy Cohn, the
Trump mentor-fixer and vet-
eran of the GOP’s “who lost
China” wars of the late 1940s
and early *50s? Was he send-
ing a message to Beijing? Or
was it simply an odd leakage
from the ironies of Republi-
can history, a GOP that during
Nixon’s generation went from
wanting to overthrow com-
munist China to cozying up
with it?

War by Any Other Name

fore the president announced
that the aim was Iran’s “un-
conditional surrender,” which
is what the Allies demanded
of the Axis powers during
‘World War II. A question for
the speaker: Does the presi-
dent’s new goal move the nee-
dle from “operation” to
“war”? Or will our conflict
with Iran remain, for you and
your colleagues, a war by any
other name?

These evasions seem moti-
vated by Republicans’ unwill-
ingness to acknowledge that
Mr. Trump has plunged the
U.S. into a war that Congress
neither declared nor autho-
rized. It isn't the first time
that an American president
has done this. President Harry
S. Truman in 1950 dispatched
American troops to support
South Koreans against inva-
sion from North Korea with-
out seeking or receiving con-
gressional  approval. He
agreed with a reporter’s de-
scription of U.S. participation
as a “police action under the
United Nations.” His adminis-
tration took the position that
the United Nations charter
provided the legal authority
for the president to act with-
out Congress.

Strikingly, neither political
party early on chose to make
a big issue of Korea. Even Re-
publican Sen. Robert Taft of
Ohio—a leading skeptic of U.S.
foreign involvement who pro-
tested the president’s “usur-
pation” of Congress’s author-
ity—said he would vote to
authorize the use of force. The
leaders of both parties, how-
ever, showed little appetite for

a formal vote on such a mea-
sure. For different reasons,
each leader feared that the
ensuing debate would raise di-
visive issues that he preferred
to avoid. Truman offered to
address a joint session of Con-
gress to receive a formal reso-
Iution of support. The Senate
Democratic leader, however,

GOP lawmakers use
military euphemisms
to describe the current
hostilities against Iran.

Korea, and Truman didn’t
usurp the legislative branch’s
power to authorize war. In-
stead, Congress abdicated its
responsibility to vote since
lawmakers wanted to avoid in-
convenient debates and re-
sponsibility for results. Since
then, too many presidents of
both parties have led the
country into extended con-
flicts without congressional
approval.

It’s easy to dismiss my con-
cerns as an obsession with
constitutional niceties that
modern conditions have ren-
dered obsolete. But congres-
sional i ion of the

persuaded him not to go this
road. Instead, Truman sent a
message to the Hill justifying
the use of U.S. force, and Con-
gress approved supplemental
funding for Korea.

According to Charles Ste-
venson, who teaches Ameri-
can foreign policy at Johns
Hopkins University, Truman
came to regret his decision to
call the war a “police action.”
As the conflict turned into a
three-year war that cost
36,000 American lives, he was
left to take the blame, his
popularity plunged, and he
declined to seek re-election.
In 1952, campaigning on a slo-
gan criticizing Democrats for
“Korea, Communism and Cor-

case for war is a precondition
for a sustainable foreign pol-
icy. With public debate, the
people have a chance to un-
derstand the pros and cons of
putting American interests
and lives at risk. Even if the
public loses the argument, at
least Americans can see that
elected officials have repre-
sented their views. The alter-
native—ignoring public senti-
ment—widens the  gulf
between the people and their
government.

When presidents make mis-
takes in the use of military
force, the absence of congres-
sional buy-in leaves them with
nowhere to turn. When wars
20 badly, the president’s party
pays a price, even when its

ruption,” Dwight
‘won a sweeping victory in the
presidential election and
helped the GOP win control of
Congress.

To be sure, 1950 was differ-
ent from 2026. The parties
initially weren’t divided over

elected r ives don’t
participate in the decision to

BOOKSHELF | By Mark Yost
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By Stephen Harding
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Safe Passage

By Evelyn Iritani
FSG, 480 pages, $33

11, not far behind them was Frank Amprim, the first

FBI agent to be dispatched to a combat zone. His
mission was to track down American traitors who had aided
the Italian and Nazi war efforts. One of his first targets was

Ezra Pound, the American poet who, starting in Jam

1941, made some 200 radio broadcasts praising Benito Mus-

solini and Italian Fascism. Pound had advocated for Fascism

as a cure for social injustice, financial inequality and the

“dire threat” of an “international Jewry.”

Pound surrendered to U.S. forces outside Genoa in May
1945, was turned over to Amprim, and immediately had two
requests: to send a telegram to President Harry Truman, offer-
ing to broker a “just peace” between the U.S. and Japan based
s UPOD his study of Confucianism; and

SAFE " to make one final radio broadcast,
PASSAGE ‘l calling for America to be a benevolent
] victor. If that sounds a little crazy, the

. Justice Department thought so, too.

- Never convicted of treason,
Pound would spend nearly
13 years in a psychiatric
hospital in Washington,

D.C., before returning to
Italy, where he died in 1972.
This and other tales of
the FBI's wartime spy-
hunting are the focus of

“G.I. G-Men” by Stephen

Harding, a former journalist.
Once Paris was liberated in

August 1944, a small cadre of

FBI agents known as the Army Liaison Unit arrived and set

up shop. Spearheaded by Don Daughters and Frederick Ayer

Jr. (Gen. George S. Patton’s nephew), the unit first looked for

traitors in France. These included Anthony Helfenstein, an

Army deserter from Brooklyn, N.Y., who worked as an

accountant in Paris at the start of World War II. “Helfenstein

had access to French documents listing important tapestries
and other items held by individuals and museums” and
shared them with the Germans, Mr. Harding writes. “Helfen-
stein also evaluated and inventoried looted items, and
arranged for their packing and shipment to Germany.”

Many suspects were American expats whose loyalties
were to whatever regime was occupying Paris. Among these
was Ruth Dubonnet, who said the Nazi idea “was the fasci-
nating one of the future.” Ayer, in a report to FBI Director J.
Edgar Hoover, called her a “rich and vicious parasite.”

Then there was Frank Jay Gould, the son of the industrial-
ist Jay Gould, and Frank’s wife, Florence, who, Mr. Harding
tells us, “was believed to have worked with members of Ger-
man military intelligence.”

“Worked” is a quaint euphemism.

Florence, we are told, “joined her friend Marie-Louise Bous-
quet in organizing the souris grises (gray mice) network of
well-to-do French women willing to have sex with senior Nazi
officers and diplomats in return for money and other favors.
Florence used information the ‘horizontal collaborators’
learned from their ‘clients’ to further her own financial inter-
ests.” Many of these were never d.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the world, the Allies had a
different problem. Just as there were prisoners of war, there
were also civilians caught behind enemy lines. And like the
POWs, these civilians had to be exchanged. That is the subject
of “Safe Passage: The Untold Story of Diplomatic Intrigue,
Betrayal, and the Exchange of American and Japanese Civil-
ians by Sea During World War II” by Evelyn Iritani, a journal-
ist who has written about Japanese-American relations.
Unpacking the wordy subtitle, the diplomacy is only mildly
intriguing, and not much happens during the voyages that
moved Allied civilians out of Asia and the ethnically Japanese
from the Americas to Africa, where the exchanges took place.
1t is the individual stories of the civilians being moved—many
unwillingly—that make this a tale worth telling.

‘ ‘ ] hen Allied troops landed in Italy during World War

The FBI had a unit tasked with finding traitors
in occupied Europe. Another American priority
was exchanging civilians caught in warzones.

£0 to war. Because
nal Republicans’ fate is so in-
tertwined with Mr. Trump’s,
they may eventually rue their
decision to block a public de-
bate on Iran.

The Forgotten 444 Days in Tehran

By Warren Kozak

hy is the seizure of
the U.S. Embassy in
1979 such an over-

looked part of the story of
America’s relations with Iran?

Diplomatic immunity is a
concept that goes back to an-
cient times, when warring
tribes allowed enemy messen-
gers safe passage as a way to
communicate with each other.
It evolved over centuries to an
accepted standard between
governments, permanently
codified by the Vienna Con-
vention in 1961.

This involved more than
simply treating dipl

resorts. Germany and Japan
did something similar with
our embassy people in Berlin
and Tokyo (although their ac-
commodations weren’t as de-
luxe). Within six months, the
Swiss negotiated an exchange
and embassy personnel on
each side returned home
safely. Even Adolf Hitler re-
spected diplomatic immunity.

In 1979 Iranians held
52 Americans hostage
for more than a year.

The 1ah holl

well, in the expectation that
one’s own diplomats would be
similarly treated. It actually
elevated human conduct.
Consider a historic foot-
note from World War IL
Shortly after Pearl Harbor in
1941, all the Germans and
Japanese in their embassies
in Washington were sent un-
der guard to the luxurious
Greenbrier and Homestead

Khomeini returned to Tehran
from exile in France in 1979,
after the shah departed. Seven
months into the subsequent
Islamic Revolution, on Nov. 4,
1979, Iranians stormed the
U.S. Embassy and took dozens
of hostages, 52 of whom they
held for more than a year.
But the Iranians would go
on to use diplomatic immu-
nity—when it was in their

murderous interest. On July
18, 1994, a car bomb deto-
nated outside a Jewish center
in Buenos Aires, killing 85 and
wounding another 300. Two
years earlier, the Israeli Em-
bassy in that same city was
attacked by a suicide bomber,
killing 29. Although no one
has been brought to justice
for this act of terror, Argen-
tine prosecutors laid the
blame squarely on Iranian
government officials tied to
their embassy in Buenos Ai-
res. The Iranians used diplo-
matic immunity to bring in
the bomb material.

From 1979 to 1981, the
captives seized from the
American Embassy were hu-
miliated, paraded around
blindfolded for cameras and
jeering crowds and threat-
ened. Years later Jimmy
Carter, president when the
embassy was seized, re-
flected on his conduct with
pride. He said he could have
easily bombed Iran, but, in-
stead, by showing restraint,
all the hostages came out

alive. (Mr. Carter conve-
niently forgot that he autho-
rized an April 1980 rescue
that ended in catastrophic
failure and the deaths of
eight U.S. servicemen.)

A 34-year-old New York
real-estate developer saw
Carter’s approach quite differ-
ently. In an interview in 1980,
Donald Trump called the en-
tire hostage episode a horror
and said it was ridiculous that
the U.S. allowed its people to
be mistreated for so long.

We don’t know if the hos-
tages would have survived
had the U.S. reacted force-
fully in 1979, but tens of
thousands of human beings
would be alive today, and the
entire Middle East wouldn’t
have been destabilized for
half a century, had the Ira-
nian theocracy been stopped
at the start.

Mr. Kozak is author of
“Waving Goodbye: Life After
Loss” and “LeMay: The Life
and Wars of General Curtis
LeMay.”

America’s treatment of J: -American:
during World War 11 is well known. Even though many were
several generations removed from Japan, they had their loy-
alties questioned by the U.S. government after the bombing
of Pear] Harbor and were unfairly interned in relocation
camps. Families were separated. Many lost their businesses.
It is truly one of the darkest moments of America’s conduct
during World War II.

Among the interned is Don Hasuike, the 13-year-old son of
George Hasuike, one of Los Angeles’s leading Japanese-
American businessmen at the start of the war. The younger
Hasuike knows nothing of Japan. As an eager Boy Scout in
his local troop, he is unsure why he and his two sisters,
along with their mother, are sent to the Amache detention
camp in Colorado. He’s further flummoxed when he’s taken,
along with other reluctant Japanese-Americans, on a journey
to a country where they’ve never lived.

“It didn’t take long for Don and his sisters to figure out
that they were on the losing team,” Ms. Iritani writes.
“Boarding the Teia Maru was like going from a luxury hotel
to boot camp. As soon as they crossed the gangplank onto
the decks of the troopship, it was clear that the Japanese
military was in charge.”

Equally appalling is the story of the relocated Japanese who
settled—and prospered—in Peru. As Ms. Iritani explains, their
success was resented, especially during the Depression. Once
America came looking for Japanese to exchange for Allied
civilians, the Peruvians were more than happy to hand them
over and confiscate their businesses.

There were reluctant Americans, too, including Emily Hahn,
a free-spirited writer for the New Yorker who fell for Maj.
Charles Boxer, a married British spy. While he was being tor-
tured in a Japanese POW camp, she navigated the privations of
wartime Hong Kong with their infant daughter, Carola. Hahn
eventually returned to New York and brought Carola with her;
the young girl, who was born in Hong Kong and only spoke
Chinese, would often hide under the couch, frightened by all
the white faces. Like many of the others in this story, she
didn’t want to live in a country she’d never known.

Mr. Yost writes about military history for the Jowrnal.
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Elizabeth Warren’s Housing Coup

epublicans want to show voters they’'re

doing something to ease housing costs.

The result, alas, is a pork-filled bill hit-
ting the Senate floor this week
that is big win for Massachu-
setts Sen. Elizabeth Warren
and the political left.

The Senate’s 21st Century
ROAD to Housing Act is a me-
lange of some 40 bills. Call it
a blueprint for a bigger Washington. It estab-
lishes multiple grant and loan programs for “af-
fordable” housing while expanding federal
power over local zoning. The worst provision
is a ban on large investors purchasing single-
family homes to rent.

Companies like Amherst and Invitation
Homes that buy and then rent single-family
homes have become a popular scapegoat for
high housing prices. The real leading culprit is
the Federal Reserve’s pandemic-era monetary
policy. Historically low mortgage rates followed
by inflation fueled price appreciation and re-
sulted in a lock-in effect for owners that is con-
stricting the supply of homes for sale.

Large investment firms mopped up fore-
closed homes after the 2008 housing crash,
placing a floor on prices. They account for less
than 1% of the single-family housing stock, and
the number of rental homes has declined on net
by 900,000 since 2017. They manage fewer
homes in pricy markets like Los Angeles (0.3%),
Boston (0.02%) and Washington, D.C. (0.07%).

President Trump thinks the investor ban
polls well and likes to say “people live in homes,
not corporations.” But who does he think lives
in rental homes—hedge fund managers? Most
tenants are lower-income. The Senate bill could
force many of them out of their homes.

Investors who own 350 or more homes
would be barred from buying new ones with a
few exceptions—namely, if home builders con-
struct homes specifically for rental purposes;
if investors make substantial renovatxons to

The GOP Senate is
about to pass a bill that
is great for progressives.

Smaller firms will likely exit the market be-
cause they couldn’t expand. If investors are
forced to unload properties, where will their
tenants go? Ambherst esti-
mates that roughly 85% of its
tenants wouldn’t qualify for a
mortgage because of credit
constraints or other under-
writing restrictions.

The American Enterprise
Institute’s Ed Pinto and Tobias Peter warn that
federal agencies and government-sponsored en-
terprises might seek to prevent evictions by
easing underwriting standards to enable ten-
ants to buy homes that investors are forced to
sell. This would increase the risk and costs for
taxpayers who backstop mortgages.

The bill implicitly acknowledges the poten-
tial for collateral damage by giving the Trea-
sury Secretary carte blanche authority to issue
rules to “minimize market disruptions” and
“mitigate, to the extent possible, negative im-
pacts on consumers and communities.” Trea-
sury could also redefine “large institutional in-
vestor,” “single-family home,” and “excepted
purchase.”

In other words, Treasury would have the
power to rewrite the provision. Don’t Republi-
cans want to pare back the administrative
state? We're told the Trump team demanded
this unfettered discretion because they realize
Ms. Warren’s drafted language would cause
problems in the housing market.

Imagine how a Democratic administration
will exploit this sweeping power. How about a
nationwide eviction moratorium or rent con-
trol? The bill also instructs the Housing and Ur-
ban Development Department to establish
housing “best practices” for local govern-
ments—solar panels on all homes!

Oh, and don’t forget a grant program to re-
ward local governments that “promote dense
development” and “mixed-income housing,” an
idea Ms. Warren campaigned on during her

bring homes into ¢ with local k

idential bid in 2020. She sent out an exu-

codes; or if they buy them from other large in-
vestors.

Investors would still be required to sell any
homes they acquire under these exemptions
within seven years. This may not be enough
time to recoup their investment, especially
since they would have to pay hefty taxes and
transactions costs upon selling a home. They
also face risk if prices fall.

berant press release on Tuesday listing all of
the left-wing groups endorsing the bill.

Eager to claim a housing victory, the White
House is pressuring Senate Republicans to pass
the bill and wants the House to accept it. But
why do Republicans want to provide a down
payment for Ms. Warren and fellow progres-
sives to expand Washington control over hous-
ing in their states?

The Talking Filibuster Is a Mirage

Senate pass the SAVE America Act, and

he’s all but threatening a hunger strike un-
tilit does. At the same time, Mr. Trump keeps try-
ing to add to the bill, which his Truth Social feed
now says is supposed to include national voter
1D, “NO MAIL-IN BALLOTS” (with exceptions),
and “NO MEN IN WOMEN’S SPORTS.”

How is the GOP supposed to get all this past
the Senate’s filibuster, which requires 60 votes
to end debate? There’s no good answer without
changing the rules in some way to nuke the fili-
buster, which would be a grave mistake for Re-
publicans. The 60-vote rule always frustrates
the party in power, but it’s what stops a bare
majority of Democrats from restructuring the
Supreme Court and creating new states out of
Washington, D.C., and Puerto Rico.

Some on the right are saying the easy solu-
tion is to demand a talking filibuster. The idea
seems to be that Democrats would quickly tire
of reading the dictionary aloud for the C-Span
camera, and then the GOP could move to pass
the legislation. Yet given the chamber’s rules,
this vision is a mirage.

P resident Trump keeps insisting that the

The reahty is that Democratic Senators could
take turns giving interminable speeches. Cory
Booker last year went 25 hours all by himself.
Meantime, Republicans would have to keep most
of their Senators handy at all times, ready to an-
swer a quorum call, meaning it would turn into
an endless GOP campout. Bring your pajamas,
toothbrush, and CPAP machine.

Democrats could offer amendments that ei-
ther undermine the bill’s intent or put swing-
state Republicans on the spot. Raise the mini-
mum wage? Extend ObamaCare subsidies?
What else? The talking filibuster idea “is much
more complicated and risky than people are as-
suming,” Majority Leader John Thune told re-
porters this week. He said Tuesday that Repub-
licans lack the votes to get to a talking filibuster
or sustain one if they did.

The MAGA base loves the idea that Republi-
cans could achieve everything they want, if only
their leaders would fight harder, somehow. It
isn’t true. If it were, Democrats would have
done it already—and they’d certainly copy the
maneuver next time to pass far more transfor-
mational bills than the SAVE America Act.

The Nuclear Job in Iran Isn’t Finished

day that went unremarked, if that’s pos-

sible. Iran’s “regime was trying to recon-
stitute its weapons program
at a different site” before the
war, he said, “protected by
granite.” That’s a likely refer-
ence to Pickaxe Mountain,
where Iran could build a ura-
nium-enrichment plant. It has
yet to be attacked.

The war is ahead of schedule in degrading
Iran’s military, but the nuclear program appears
to have faced only a few Israeli “surgical
strikes,” according to nonproliferation expert
Andrea Stricker of the Foundation for Defense
of Democracies. Israel attacked the secret Min-
zadehei site, where it says Iran was working on
anuclear-weapons component. But U.S. aircraft
have had other priorities.

The Pickaxe Mountain site is a difficult tar-
get, buried 80 to 100 meters below ground—
even deeper than the Fordow facility the U.S.
bombed in June. Located next to Natanz, it has
seen construction continue since June.

Last week a vehicle was struck outside the
site, presumably by Israel. The vehicle may have
been involved in air defense or in seeking ac-
cess. Along with Mr. Trump’s comment, the
strike is evidence the two powers are watching
Pickaxe Mountain carefully.

If U.S. bombers can’t reach deep enough
even with Massive Ordnance Penetrators, then
the job will have to be done on the ground.
Without a deal to secure full dismantlement,
this could involve a special-forces raid or some
other operation once Iran’s military is weak-
ened further. The only option more dangerous
is to do nothing, leaving it for the regime to en-

P resident Trump made a comment Mon-

Why leave the regime
the infrastructure and
stockpile to try again?

rich uranium behind a shield again.

International Atomic Energy Agency chief
Rafael Grossi said Monday that about half of
Iran’s 440-kilogram stockpile
of highly enriched uranium is
likely buried under its Isfahan
complex, to which the U.S.
blocked access in June. The
rest is believed to be under
Fordow, and possibly damaged,
or else at the above ground Pilot Fuel Enrich-
ment Plant and likely destroyed.

ITran has done little to restore Fordow, but re-
cent reports suggest it may be able to retrieve
some of the stockpile at Isfahan through a very
narrow access point. If true, this raises the ur-
gency of securing the material before the re-
gime does.

An additional nuclear site worthy of atten-
tion is Taleghan 2, which contained a high-ex-
plosive chamber for weaponization experi-
ments. Israel struck it in October 2024, but the
Institute for Science and International Security
assesses that Iran has been rebuilding since
May. It may be nearly complete.

While the June war reduced Iran’s nuclear
program to odds and ends, together these could
help the regime rebuild and pursue a bomb
again. That’s what this campaign is supposed
to prevent, and all the more so if Mr. Trump de-
cides to stop short of regime change.

For the U.S. and Israel, Pickaxe Mountain, the
nuclear stockpile and Taleghan 2 are loose ends.
They are another reason that calls for M.
Trump to bow to $3.50 gasoline and end the
war now are premature. Those who want to
limit U.S. objectives in Iran should be the most
vociferous about the need to strike or secure
Iran’s top remaining nuclear sites.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Real Lesson of Purim for the Iranian War

Yosie Levine’s Houses of Worship
piece (“Purim Was Right on the Nose
This Year,” March 6), describes the
holiday of Purim, celebrated a few
days prior, as a reminder that “history
turns on our capacity for moral clarity
and moral courage.” Haman, a senior
official in Persia, now Iran, solicits the
king to exterminate the Jews. Esther,
the king’s wife, convinced the king to
withdraw the edict and arrest Haman.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu celebrated the holiday this
year as having contemporary rele-
vance in the conflict the U.S. and Is-
rael initiated against Iran.

But the analogy is relevant in a way
Messrs. Levine and Netanyahu miss.
Esther convinces the king not only to
execute Haman but to allow the Per-
sian Jews to kill Haman's sons and all
those associated with Haman through-
out the kingdom—at least 75,000 peo-
ple. Just as the Persian Jews lacked
moral clarity, so too in the present
conflict do the Netanyahu-led Israeli
government and its U.S. allies.

Eppik ErTcHES
McLean, Va.

Yes, the Jewish holiday of Purim
felt different this year. I am guessing,
based on my experience, that atten-
dance at Purim spiels (plays or spoofs)
and Megillah readings was up
throughout the U.S., as the story about

a villain getting his just deserts in an-
cient Persia was especially relevant.
The observant will always observe
holidays and show up at houses of
worship. Will the typical American
Christian find more meaning this year
in keeping Lent and attending Easter
services? Will the average American
Muslim find added purpose in fasting
during Ramadan and giving to char-
ity? Could a military conflict thou-
sands of miles away make Americans
more apt to recognize evil for what it
is and to pray for divine guidance?
Maybe yes, but maybe no.
Lisa S. KaLson
Dublin, Ohio

I was perplexed that Rabbi Levine’s
excellent piece left out a critical ele-
ment: The story’s climax isn’t only the
execution of Haman and his family of
henchmen. The king also supports a
Jewish counterattack and the destruc-
tion of the plot’s leadership in the cap-
ital and the proxy militias throughout
the provinces paid to destroy the Jews.
The universal message of Purim is
prayer for the protective hand of God
when confronted with evil, and the im-
portance of men and women willing to
take up arms to confront that evil. A
term called “hishtadlus.” In a very Lin-
colnesque way, right makes might.

Marc KaLton
Boynton Beach, Fla.

Iran’s Chance for Religious Regime Change

Walter Russell Mead considers
whether the U.S. and Israel can iden-
tify a pragmatic Iranian insider willing
to deal (“Can the Iranian Regime Sur-
vive?” Global View, March 6). But a
moderate successor need not emerge
from mere political opportunism; one
could arise from a deeply established
theological foundation.

The mullahs have wrought horrific
death and destruction—massacring
their own citizens, targeting Americans,
and fueling devastation across Iraq,
Syria, Yemen, Lebanon and Gaza. Yet
this aggressively expansionist posture
contradicts traditional Shiite Islamic

“quietist” school of Shiite Islam, which
strictly limits offensive warfare and re-
jects the politicization of the faith.

The regime’s brutality has actively
driven countless Iranians away from
the faith altogether. For traditional
Shiite scholars, this catastrophic fail-
ure isn’t merely a political opportu-
nity; it is tragic evidence that their
warnings against wielding religion as
a weapon of statecraft were well-
founded. The next iteration of Iranian
leadership could naturally arise from
this quietist school, offering a credible
transition toward moderation driven
not only by Western pressure, but by

thought. Ruhollah

the iable proof that the regime’s

doctrine of absolute clerical rule—ve-
layat-e fagih—and offensive war was a
radical departure from the traditional

radicalism was a destructive dead end.
MicHagL J. KARLIN
Bethesda, Md.

The Legacy of Bringing a Knife to a Gun Fight

1 can imagine the angst Joseph
Epstein’s op-ed “A Tyrant Slayer
Who Looks Like a Tyrant” (March 6)
is causing in many quarters, but the
overwhelming point is that you
don’t bring a knife to a gunfight,
and not everyone plays by the Mar-
quess of Queensberry rules (from
1867). When you're constantly lied
to, fooled and manipulated, then you

UCLA Antisemitism Problem

In his March 4 letter “UCLA Treats
Antisemitism as the Threat It Is,”
UCLA Chancellor Julio Frenk rightly
stated, “Combating antisemitism is a
moral imperative . . . advanced
through consistent leadership and se-
rious action.” Why, then, did the Jus-
tice Department file a suit alleging
that UCLA failed to formally discipline
any of the pro-Palestinian activists
who DOJ contends mistreated Jewish
students during the protests after Oct.
7, 2023? Why did UCLA have to settle
in a suit by “excluded” Jewish stu-
dents and faculty before for $6.13 mil-
lion in damages and fees? Why, after
banning Students for Justice in Pales-
tine in early 2025, have administra-
tors and campus police not stopped
ongoing SJP demonstrations on cam-
pus into the rest of 2025? Why did
campus police fail to enforce the
school’s no-masking rules during a re-
cent SJP event in October? Why does
campus security for Jews remain
problematic, such that CBS editor-in-
chief Bari Weiss cancelled a lecture
last month due to security concerns?

Mr. Frenk’s assertion that “UCLA
answers with action” against antisem-
itism rings hollow.

Cuaries D. EDEN
Atlanta

have to play by the same absence of
rules in order to win. Jesus said to
“turn the other cheek,” but he never
said to let them keep hitting you.
AraN WEIss
East Greenwich, R.L

Mr. Epstein aptly refers to Presi-
dent Trump as a “world-historical
figure,” which now is undeniable.
‘What has to drive our progressive
friends crazy is that their political
messiah, President Obama, will be
comparably a footnote in history
while Mr. Trump’s legacy and tangi-
ble accomplishments will live on.
Barack who?

Dana R. HERMANSON
Marietta, Ga.

Remember Saul and Amalek

Reading “The New Israeli Rules of
Engagement” (Amit Segal, op-ed March
5) reminds me of the biblical passage
that was read last week: “Zachor,”
meaning remember. In the reading,
God commands King Saul to destroy all
of Amalek, including women, children
and property. Nothing can be allowed
to survive or be taken as the rewards
of victory. Amalek (the totality of evil)
must be wiped off the face of the earth.

Saul allows his army to take the
spoils of the Amalekites, thus earning
a rebuke from God and the prophet
Samuel. We are to infer that because
of this disobedience, evil was allowed
to continue and replicate itself in the
world.

Thus do the Israelis understand
that while some may call for compas-
sion, evil is evil and must be elimi-
nated completely.

Eve CoHEN
Reno, Nev.
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OPINION

The Pentagon-Anthro

By Katherine C. Epstein

s the author of a book that
Anthropic used without
permission or payment to

train its artificial-intelli-

gence chatbot Claude, I

can’t say that the company’s welfare
tops my list of concerns. But as a his-
torian and an American, I'm troubled
by the Pentagon’s behavior toward it.
Up to a point, the fight between
the Pentagon and Anthropic is unre-
markable. Contract negotiations
break down all the time because the
parties can’t find mutually agreeable
conditions. If all that is happening
here were that the Pentagon won’t

A precedent from early-
20th-century Britain
augurs ill for the heavy-
handed U.S. approach.

buy under the conditions imposed by
Anthropic, and Anthropic won’t sell
under the conditions imposed by the
Pentagon, then there would be no
cause for concern.

But that isn’t all that’s happening
here. It’s being reported that the
Pentagon accepted the conditions
that Anthropic wanted in a new con-
tract with OpenAl—which suggests
that the Pentagon’s real objection
wasn’t to the conditions, but to An-
thropic. Buttressing that interpreta-
tion are public statements by Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth and President
Trump castigating Anthropic for
“wokeness.” The Pentagon has gone

beyond declining to buy from An-
thropic by designating it a supply-
chain risk, which prevents Anthropic
from working as a subcontractor on
other Pentagon contracts. Mr. Trump
may soon issue an executive order
directing all federal agencies to stop
using Anthropic AL These punitive
moves have significant implications
for the company’s bottom line.

Hence the concern that the Trump
administration is pursuing an agenda
other than national security. It has
created the appearance that it is
choosing not to buy on technological
merit while also punishing a world-
leading American company in a race
for Al that it claims the U.S. must
win.
This isn’t unprecedented—and the
precedent should worry Americans.

In the first decade of the 20th
century, two brilliant English civil-
ians, Arthur Pollen and Harold Isher-
wood, invented the world’s first mod-
ern gunnery computer to aim the big
guns of battleships. The most sophis-
ticated computer of its day and de-
cades ahead of its time, it repre-
sented a quantum improvement in
the effectiveness of the Royal Navy’s
primary weapons system and the na-
tion’s premier instrument of combat
power. It was the closest thing at the
time to Al a mission-critical technol-
ogy capable of enabling smart, net-
worked warfare and precision
strikes. An observer who saw their
computer described it as a “machine
that uses intelligence.”

Equipped initially only with ideas
and not a working prototype, Pollen
and Isherwood sought cooperation
and support from the British Admi-
ralty. So deeply did they impress the
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Royal Navy’s leading gunnery officers
that the Admiralty agreed in 1906 to
an extraordinary development con-
tract, in which the Admiralty pro-
vided funding and both parties un-
dertook to preserve the invention’s
secrecy.

Pollen and Isherwood honored the
contract, but the government didn’t.
Instead, the Admiralty fed informa-
tion about their system to a naval of-
ficer named Frederick Dreyer, who
was a capable gunnery officer but
not the great inventor he fancied
himself to be. (He was also a vindic-
tive egotist, but fortunately there
aren’t any of those in the Trump ad-
ministration.) Dreyer built a less ca-
pable but cheaper knock-off of the
Pollen-Isherwood system. The Admi-
ralty opted for the knock-off. It relied

MARTIN KOZLOWSK!

pic Spat Is Good for China

navy of one of the world’s two noisi-
est champions of private property
and market freedom.

Pollen and Isherwood’s resolution
to export gave the navy of the other
noisiest champion—the U.S.—the op-
portunity to pirate them too. The
U.S. Navy, which wanted the best
and thus had no interest in Dreyer’s
inferior system, funneled informa-
tion about the Pollen-Isherwood sys-
tem to an American startup. Headed
by a much more talented engineer
than Dreyer, the American firm pro-
duced a system as good as the Eng-
lish original.

There is a cautionary tale here for
the U.S. today as it squares off
against China. The Pollen-Isherwood
story provides a lesson about the
danger of decadence for the reigning
hegemon in the face of a rising chal-
lenger. In the Pollen-Isherwood com-
puter, Britain had a world-leading
h Fooliey s

on Dreyer’s
advice, which was backed by power-
ful superior officers with whom he
had ingratiated himself, even though
a majority of expert gunnery officers
unequivocally opposed it.

‘This should have freed Pollen and
Isherwood to sell abroad. But the Ad-
miralty had no intention of letting
them do so. So it resorted to smear
tactics, made baseless accusations,
and threatened them with prosecu-
tion under the Official Secrets Act if
they tried. When Pollen and Isher-
wood called the Admiralty’s bluff, it
retaliated with the equivalent of des-
ignating their company a supply-
chain risk: It struck their firm from
its list of approved suppliers, thereby
making them toxic to other defense
contractors. It was a bad look for the

in a crucial
sector. But the Admiralty took its eye
off the ball. Instead of focusing on
getting the best technology to serve
the national interest, it corrupted its
acquisition process. By contrast, the
U.S. Navy had no agenda other than
excellence in support of the national
interest.

So there is precedent for the Pen-
tagon’s behavior toward Anthropic.
But it isn’t a precedent that bodes
well for the U.S. in its competition
with China over Al

Ms. Epstein is a professor of his-
tory at Rutgers University and au-
thor, most recently, of “Analog Su-
perpowers: How Twentieth-Century
Technology Theft Built the National
Security State.”

Reconsider Your Failing Strategy, Mr. President

Donald Trump was
| elected to combat in-
flation, secure the
border and counter
the cultural excesses
of the progressive
left. Like any presi-

ﬁ%";ﬁ?y dent, he’s expected
By Jason L. to shift prioritigs
Riley “ when unforeseen cir-

cumstances surface.

But if and when that
happens, the president is obliged to
explain himself to voters.

The Trump administration’s prob-
lem is that much of the public is
confused about the war, including
many who agree that Tehran had it
coming. As the American offensive in
Iran approaches the two-week mark,
too many voters are having difficulty
making heads or tails of Washing-
ton’s goals and game plan. Earlier on
Monday, Mr. Trump told a CBS News
reporter that the war is “very com-
plete, pretty much” and that we
were “very far” ahead of schedule,
indicating that he might soon end
the bombing campaign.

But the Pentagon insisted in a
post on social media that “We have
Only Just Begun to Fight.” And later

Monday, Mr. Trump said that he was
poised to intensify attacks because
Iran was blockading the Strait of
Hormuz and preventing oil from
reaching the market. “If Iran does
anything that stops the flow of Oil
within the Strait of Hormuz, they
will be hit by the United States of
America TWENTY TIMES HARDER
than they have been hit thus far,” he
wrote on Truth Social.

Strategic ambiguity, if that’s
what this is, can be a double-edged
sword. The upside is that you keep
your enemies on their toes, while
the downside is that you risk look-
ing unsure and incompetent at
home. Given Mr. Trump’s already
low job-approval rating, he couldn’t
count on the American public to
give him the benefit of the doubt.
And they haven’t. Generally, the
war is polling poorly, with support
ranging from 50% (Fox News)
through 38% (Quinnipiac) to 27%
(Reuters/Ipsos).

Mr. Trump’s other challenge is
the political calendar, and he is test-
ing the patience of fellow Republi-
cans who will have to face voters in
November. The president is being
pressured to call off the strikes, but

A Diffident Trump?

By Bernard-Henri Lévy

mong the café-table clichés

that experts and geopoliti-

cians string together with as-
tonishing self-assurance, one is par-
ticularly striking. The war with Iran,
they say, would have been desired
by Israel, inspired by Israel, im-
posed by Israel.

The U.S., we are told with the
knowing tone of those boldly reveal-
ing “open secrets,” is merely the ex-
ecutor—why not the auxiliary, while
we're at it?—of “Israel’s war.”

I don’t deny that the two countries
have converging interests, or that
their military and intelligence agen-
cies are operating in close coordina-
tion. But that is called an alliance.

Would anyone have said that
Franklin D. Roosevelt was being ma-
nipulated by Charles de Gaulle? Or
that Winston Churchill—who in 1919
said Bolshevism should be strangled
in its cradle—became Stalin’s puppet
22 years later? Of Alexander the
Great that he acted on behalf of the
Greek cities of Asia that he had freed
from Persian rule? Or of the Roman
Republic, during the Third Punic

‘War, that it was acting under the or-
ders of Massinissa, king of Numidia?
The idea is absurd.

In this case—and however much
it may displease conspiracy theo-
rists—there is no mystery. Israel has
one concern: neutralizing a threat
that it rightly considers existential.
The U.S. has its own concerns: de-
fending its allies (Arab countries as
well as Israel), weakening a strategic
axis that runs from Tehran to Mos-
cow and Beijing, and washing away
the humiliation that has remained,
for 47 years, like an open wound in
the side of every administration
since Jimmy Carter’s—the invasion
of the U.S. Embassy in 1979 and
holding of American hostages for
more than a year.

All this follows a logic of interests
that have their own consistency but
could diverge in the weeks or days
ahead.

To fail to understand this? To be-
lieve that a country the size of New
Jersey could twist the arm of a coun-
try of 350 million, equipped with the
most powerful military and the most
sophisticated network of bases in
history, and governed by a

let’s hope the White House under-
stands the difference between end-
ing a war and winning it. It makes
little sense to stop short of replac-
ing the regime root and branch, or
at least destroying its ability to
spread global terror.

Still, the ability of those Republi-
cans in Congress with an eye on the
midterm elections to bring pressure

Intentional ambiguity
won’t serve Trump well
during the coming
midterm elections.

pretextual. Ms. Noem’s real sin was
her handling of immigration enforce-
ment, which managed to turn one of
the president’s strengths into a fes-
tering liability. securing

Talarico won a Democratic primary
race in Texas for the U.S. Senate
with a strong performance in coun-
ties that boast the highest share of
Hi :

the border was a political winner, a
stark example of Mr. Trump’s deliv-
ering on a promise that had been
central to his re-election campaign.
But the clumsy and overly aggressive
mass-deportation efforts that have
followed—culminating in the death
of two Americans—have been deeply
unpopular.

Simply replacing Ms. Noem is un-
likely to be sufficient. The adminis-
tration’s real problem is that the im-
migration issue is producing

to bear on the president shouldn’t
be underestimated. It was GOP law-
makers who forced the president
last week finally to sack Homeland
Security Secretary Kristi Noem. And
it’s an indication that Mr. Trump’s

political returns. The
border mayhem that crested under
President Biden has subsided, and
surveys show that voters are much
more concerned about the cost of
living.

Some draw a direct line between
the immigration raids and declin-

hold on could

weaken significantly as the mid-
terms approach and his priorities
diverge from theirs.

The griping over Ms. Noem’s ex-
pensive marketing campaign was

ing support for Republi-
cans. In last year's gubernatorial
races in New Jersey and Virginia,
Democrats recaptured the Latino
vote in enclaves that Mr. Trump
carried in 2024. Last week, James

It’s likely that the Trump admin-
istration’s mass-deportation efforts
have affected the voting patterns of
Latinos and other minority groups,
but it’s also true that Mr. Trump’s
restrictionism has been the constant
in both terms. If the president’s
hard-line immigration stance is
scaring away minority voters, why
was he able to win them over in the
first place?

Mr. Trump’s appeal to minorities
has always been more about his
stewardship of the economy and less
about his border policies. As infla-
tion has continued to take its toll on
wages, and affordability concerns
have heightened, minority support
for Republicans has become more
tentative. According to last month’s
jobs report, the white unemploy-
ment rate has remained stable over
the past year, while it has increased
for blacks, Asians and Hispanics.

Yes, the president needs a new
homeland security secretary. He also
needs a new strategy.

Antisemites Will Believe Anything

of unrivaled egotism? To imagine
that Donald Trump—who everyone
knows never decides anything that
doesn't first serve his own interests
and those of the U.S.—would have
given any foreign prime minister the
gift of a war of this magnitude? It is
simply grotesque.

Imagine the Oval Office scene: A
diffident Mr. Trump agonizes, wa-
vers, ruminates—then makes up his
mind only when his friend Bibi tells
him what to do.

It took two years to prepare the
Normandy landings. Six months to
prepare the Gulf War in 1991. One
year to prepare the invasion of Iraq
in 2003. Who can imagine that the
Pentagon improvised in a few days
the deployment of two aircraft-car-
rier strike groups, the repositioning
of hundreds of combat aircraft, the
establishment of a refueling net-
work 6,000 miles from its shores?
The accumulation of colossal quan-
tities of fuel and ammunition re-
quired? Not to mention the intelli-
gence capabilities indi for

ted such an armada without seeing
further than the tip of his nose, and
that Benjamin Netanyahu would have
had to explain to him, over a ham-
burger, the strategy and meaning of
it all? The reasoning is childish.

But the more serious problem lies
elsewhere. This fable revives a very
old and toxic lie.

This is how people thought in the
1930s—those who saw in “the Jews”
a community of conspirators pushing

The notion that Benjamin
Netanyahu is pulling the
president’s strings is
particularly absurd.

nations toward war, pulling the
strings of catastrophe, and scheming
to provoke conflicts from which they
expected to profit.

In France, this was the theme of

such an operation?
Who can believe that the Ameri-
can however i ive Mr.
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Trump may be, would have commit:

the 1942 by Luc-
ien Rebatet, “The Ruins.” According
to him, it was the “Jewish warmon-
gers” who pushed France into war
with Germany and were therefore

the real architects of the ruin de-
scribed in the book’s scenes of exo-
dus, fire and apocalypse.

It was the central thread of three
pamphlets by Louis-Ferdinand Cé-
line: “Trifles for a Massacre” (1937),
about the “Jewish plot”; “School for
Corpses” (1938), denouncing the ma-
chine of “indoctrination” preparing
peoples to fight and die “for Israel”;
and “The Fine Mess” (1941), claiming
that Jews had dragged France into
“their war.”

In the U.S,, it was the obsession of
Father Charles Coughlin, who de-
nounced in his radio broadcasts the
“Jewish finance” supposedly pushing
America toward confrontation with
Hitler, and of Charles Lindbergh, who
in his September 1941 speech in Des
Moines, Iowa, opposed the first
“America First” movement to the
“Jewish interests” he claimed were
fomenting a global conflagration.

The Jew as a warmonger is an old
cliché of antisemitic propaganda. It
would be wise to take that terrible
poison out of circulation today.

Mr. Lévy is author of “Israel
Alone.” This article was translated
from French by Emily Hamilton.

Notable & Quotable: ‘Habitual Drunkards’

Principal Deputy Solicitor General
Sarah M. Harris and Justice Neil Gor-
such during oral arguments in U.S. v.
Hemani, March 2:

Ms. Harris: The Second Amend-
ment does not prohibit the govern-
ment from temporarily disarming ha-
bitual marijuana users. . . . The
government must show a historical
analogue that is relevantly similar
and why and how it restricts Second
Amendment rights. Here, that’s ha-
bitual drunkard laws. Under histori-
cal vagrancy and civil commitment
laws, habitual drunkards were im-

prisoned or confined without specific
dangerousness findings based on
judgments that habitual drunkards as
a class threatened public safety. . . .

Justice Gorsuch: One can ask
whether the habitual drunkard stat-
utes are sufficiently—how and why
sufficiently analogous. One could also
ask, though, more basically whether
this defendant would qualify as a ha-
bitual user, and I want to explore that
before we lose track of it.

A habitual drunkard, the American
Temperance Society back in the day
said eight shots of whiskey a day only
‘made you an occasional drunkard.

(Laughter.)

Justice Gorsuch: We have to re-
member the founding era. If you want
to invoke the founding era, to be a
habitual drunkard, you had to do
double that, okay?

John Adams took a tankard of
hard cider with his breakfast every
day. James Madison reportedly drank
a pint of whiskey every day. Thomas
Jefferson said he wasn’t much of a
user of alcohol, he only had three or
four glasses of wine a night, okay?

Are they all habitual drunkards
who would be properly disarmed for
life under your theory?
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“Without fear and without favour”

There is no easy exit to Trump's war

i hu, Trump hasbeen  other cities have endured relentless  Cormnered and
US and Israeli attacks on boastful, belli and confusing in  bombardmenttoo, Battling for its
. . ual measure. The critical question of Yet if Trump expected the regimeto |- e .
Iran r/zll leave the Mu‘{dle R e e e onlate ndhe e, els being aroqen s the regione .
East in greater turmoil hashiledwartjculaleadmrsaolgnals wrong on a daily basis. Cornered and has béen lashing
oraday plan. He h: kenabout  battling for its life, the regime hasbeen  OULL1 all

Foramoment this week, Donald T'rump
hinted that he was preparing for an off-
ramp from the US’s war against Iran.
The conflict, the US president said, was

destroying the Islamic repuhhc s ballis-
tic arsenal and nuclear programme, a
Venezuela-style leadership change, and

an* render”.

“very complete”. As intended, his com-
ments had a soothing effect on rattled
energy markets. The price of oil dipped
below $90 a barrel having earlier soared
to nearly $120. But once markets had
closed on Monday, Trump was, once
again, sending out conflicting signals.
The US, he said, would not “relent until
the enemy is totally and decisively
defeated”, adding: “We haven't won
enough.”

His shifting comments underscored
his cavalier attitude towards a devastat-
ingwar. Since launching the biggest con-
flict in the Middle East in decades after
being spurred on Israeli Prime Minister

On Monday, he described the war,
which involves the biggest US military
deployment in the Middle East since the
2003 US-led invasion of Iraq, as a “little
excursion”. At the weekend. he dis-
missed concerns about rising fuel prices
as“aglitch”. His administration appears
to have underestimated the rzpercus-
sions of the conflict it unleashed and
failed tounderstand its enemy.

US and Israeli officials say Iran’s abil -
ity to launch missiles has been signifi-
cantly debilitated. Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, the supreme leader, and
other senior officials were assassinated
on the first day of the war. Tehran and

lashing out in all directions, fightingan
asymmetrical war of attrition that it has
long prepared for. It is still firing salvos
of missiles and drones at Israel and the
US’s Gulf allies, disrupting travel and
trade. The flow of traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz has slowed to a trickle
and Gulf states are being forced to halt
orreduceoil and gas output.

Gulf leaders had pressed Trump not
to strike Iran and warned of the risks of
a regional conflict if he did. Now their
nations are bearing the brunt. Yet
Trump told Fox News on Monday he
was surprised that Iran “attacked coun-
tries that were not attacking them”.

There are hints that he isindeed seek-
ing an off-ramp. Yet the war he started
has no good ending. There are no signs
the regime is about to capitulate — it

directions
fighting an
asymmetrical
war of attrition
thatit has long
prepared for

appointed Khamenei's son, Mojtaba, as
successor to his father in an act of defi-
ance. Nor are there indications that it is
facing imminent collapse. The Iranians
whao protested against the regime in
their masses, before a brutal crackdown
in January killed thousands, are not tak-
ing to the streets, no doubt more con-
cerned today about their own safety.
Any chances of a transition to a more
moderate, less hostile government
appear remote. If the regime wereto dis-
integrate, the more likely outcome isa
fragmented, fractured nation. Iranians
will suffer and its ne\ghbours w:ll have
another failed
Continuing the war risks triggeringa
bigger energy crisis that would have
for the global y
and, most important for Trump, endan-
ger Republicans ahead of the mid-term
elections. Ending it will leave the regime
wounded and weakened, yet able to
claim its survival as a victory. Which-
ever path Trump now takes, it will be
others who pay the price of his Iran folly.

Opinion Society

How to combat digital
fakery and falsehood

Ay Caser

hether it is cloned

voices being used to

empty bank accounts

or Al-generated vid-

eos of politicians
behaving badly, the digital world has
long harboured fakery, falsehood and
fraud.

But Hany Farid, a professor at the
University of California, Berkeley, spe-
cialising in digital forensics, recently
advanced two opinions that suggest a
darkening picture. The first came ina
podcast in January, when he was
asked to grade the threat to society
from deepfakes, on a scale from one to
ten. His reply? Twelve.

The second came when I asked
Farid more recently if people were
Ily still able to disti
between genuine and Al-generated
material. “No, this is over,” he
answered, explaining that experi-

The trouble
is that technology
has democratised
deception

ments in his perceptual studies lab
show people can accurately spot
whether an image, audio or video is
genuine about 65 per cent of the time
(chance is 50 per cent). People scroll-
ing emotive content in the real world
probably fare worse, he says; even he
is no longer confident of telling the dif-
ference without forensic help.

When fakery resembles fact and
vice versa, verification of real-world
events gets harder and takes longer.
There is more fake than legitimate
information circulating on the Iran
war, Farid suggested to me this week;
it took several days for media outlets
totriangulate satellite images, witness
reports and the views of weapons
experts to suggest that the US bombed
a girls’ school. The line between fact
and fiction is not so much blurring as
becominginvisible.

There are steps that institutions and
individuals can take today to practise
“digital hygiene". Given it can take as
little as 10-15 seconds of audio to clone
a voice, Farid says, banks should
immediately abandon using voice bio-
metrics to access sensitive informa-
tion. Families are advised to set up a
secret password, and practise usingit,
to protect against fraudsters imper-
sonating a distressed relative in urgent
need of money.

igned up ‘marki:
stamp their content as Al-generated
or Al-altered. Google's SynthID, for
example, inserts covert digital signa-
tures when files are created or
amended. These hallmarks stay hid-
den to viewers but show up under spe-
cialist analysis and survive cropping
(Gemini users can upload content to
check for watermarks). Embedded
signatures are hard to strip out with-
out damaging file quality — unlike
metadata, which comprise attached
identifiers suchas date andlocation.

The EU wants digital watermarking
to become mandatory. Should it be a
«criminal offence to pass off Al-gener-
ated material as real? Farid believes
that would be undesirable and unen-
forceable — but tech companies
should, he argues, bear some criminal
liability for non-consensual intimate
imagery and child abuse material.

His own cyber security company
analyses organisations’ livestreamed
meetings, among other techniques, to
verify in real time that on-screen par-
ticipants are not Al clones. The
research firm Gartner estimates that
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Linking aid and migration policies is worse than misguided

‘We were aghast to see Amy Pope. head

Our MIGNEX survey findings show

longstanding evidence that economic

of the UN's International C
for Migration, applauding the
transactional turn in EU member
states’ aid policies in the article
“Linking aid and migration policies a
‘sea change’, says IOM head” by Laura
Dubois (Europe Express, FT.com,
March 5).

This idea of tackling the “root
causes” of (irregular) migration is by
no means new; it has come in and out

that the notion of growth and devel are
migration by dealing with its root assouamd wn.h nsmg emigration.
causes is at odds with how mij ips that might

works. The interviews with more than
13,000 young adults across Africa, Asia
and the Middle East d that

result in m:grauon is important, for
intrinsic reasons. But if migration and
' policy objectives are

people’s decisions to migrate tended to
be dominated by drivers outside the
scope of migration policy: for pl

increasingly intertwined, policy efforts
will focus on the hardships that appear
to drive migration, as opposed to those

people who have ties with migrants are
more likely to want to migrate. Some

hardships that matter the most to all
people. In doing so, it will also

deterrence and border control policies.
The message EU ministers should be
taking into their meetings is that
linking aid, migration and deterrence
has not delivered what it promised and
is not based in evidence. Development
policy should be steered by
development outcomes and not by its
presumed effects on migration.
Jessica Hagen-Zanker
Head, Migration and Displacement Hub,
ODI Global, Surrey, UK

of fashion for demdcs. 1t has nlso root causes work in counterintuitive undermine the case for development Claire Kumar

spurred both i ways ing them could, in aid and mean aid has inadvertently Head of Policy, ODI Europe, Bangor,
policy and bad aid policy. fact, foster rmgxauon Thereis legitimised restrictive and harmful County Down, UK

Lack of workforce buy-in EU military co-operation | The role of stuffy offices in
may hamper Al adoption cannot be held to ransom | Britain's low productivity
Regarding the piece by Ellesheva Kissin 1agree with Adam Tooze (Opinion, Solving the UK's productivity

and Elizabeth Bratton, which online February 20). A common army of the conundrum will take more than a focus
ran with the headline “Accenture “coalition of the willing”, financed by on the “long tail of unproductive

combats Al refuseniks by linking
promotions to log-ins” (Report,
February 20), many organisations are
rightly advocating for a more symbiotic
human-Al working relationship, but
the way this is implemented risks
becoming a blocker to long-term
success.

‘While Al adoption may rise quickly,
the crucial question remains: how
much of this increased usage will yleld

i results over per
experimentation?

The answer lies in staff engagement.
Research shows that 70-80 per cent of
Al initiatives fail, with lack of
workforce support a recurring cause.
Mandating Al use outright can
backfire, undermining adoption rather
than fostering it. Organisations can
build genuine buy-in through short
pilot phases, regular feedback cycles
and targeted training. These are
approaches that encourage employees

by 2028, one in four job i will b Al tools rather
be fake, some of them scammers hop- lhan through the pressure of
gtobreakinto career

The trouble is that lcc!mnlngy has
democratised deception: i: takes only
motivation and a mobile phone to
churn out convincing deepfakes.
‘These fantasies, catering to our biases,
muddy how we perceive reality: most
of us access the wider world through
our screens, a pixelated feed with its
margins set by algorithms and
increasingly curated via il

NWERE TRYING
To SAvE FueL

will never enhance energy security. It is
the predictable outcome of a fossil fuel-
dependent system. The idea of oil
“resilience” looks very different if we
consider whether the attack on Iran
would have happened if the US were a
net importer of oil today rather than a
net exporter. If governments want
stability for economies, households
and the climate, the answer is not

chatbots and digital assistants.

The rise of deepfakes means that
people who care about the truth will
delay reposting information to check
it — if reposting at all. That increas-
ingly cedes the public square to those
who care less, or those who stand to
gain from misinformation and disin-
formation. In a recent survey on how
Alis changing media, compiled by the
Reuters Institute for the Study of Jour-
nalism at Oxford university, one con-
tributor suggested “breaking news”
will soon be superseded by “breaking
verification”. Others float the ideaof a
“digital chain of custody" for digital
information, detailing its origin, own-
ershipand any changes.

These, though, are proposed solu-
tions for a problem that is already
There. Reality is becoming diluted by
artifice, and we are harmed twice over
in the struggle to keep up: wrongly
falling for the falsehoods and mistak-
enly dismissing truths as fake news
(the latter is the so-called liar’s divi-
dend).

But what alifeline for the unscrupu-
lous! As the sea of contestable facts
expands, how much easier it becomes
tostay afloat.

Some have v

Thewriteris

Of course, buy-in requires a doubling down on fossil fuels but
foundation of skills and knowledge. Al ending the cycle of war profiteering
will fail to deliver its full return unless and accelerating the transition to
employees are properly trained to use renewable energy.
it. Yet almost three-quarts f the UK i ckl
workforce has received no formal A1 0il Change International

ducation, even though hirds use hit DC, US
it daily at work. Simply hiring
specialist talentis not enough: without | A corollary to the UK’s
Exgingenly ‘strength in services'

risk creating knowledge silos. Tailored
training programmes, aligned with
operational needs and tools, are
essential to ensure Al is used

Tej Parikh, in “Britain’s rising tax on
ambition” (Free Lunch, FT.com,
March 1), reports that “right now the

fectively, and to build employ most ambil UK
id and ially those in science,
Ultimately, success with Al depends engineering, technology and maths
less on mandates more on (Stem) fields, are channelled into

meaningful employee engagement.
Training and genuine buy-in are not
just morale boosters, they are vital to
ensure Al is used successfully and
delivers measurable results.

David Barber

Distinguished Scientist at UiPath and
Head of UCL Centre for Al

London EC2, UK

Oil and gas volatility
shows up in energy bills

Daniel Yergin suggests that the oil and
gas system is resilient and diversified
("Is the nightmare scenario for global
energy here?”, Opinion, March 6). The
lesson here is not resilience, it's
volatility. Every time instability or
conflict impact supply routes such as
the Strait of Hormuz, energy prices
surge, households pay higher bills and
oil and gas companies profit from more
drillingand fossil fuel expansion.
‘This cycle of crisis and profiteering

careers in the ‘Bermuda Triangle of
talent’ (finance, management
consulting and corporate law)™

Unless something is done, this is
Britain's future decline in plain sight.
finance is a bloated industry protected
by regulation and special interests,
management consulting can be helpful
or can be just a means of keeping weak
leaders in their jobs and corporate law
has become important because the
framework for doing business has becn

i by alegal p
keen to make itself indispensable.
None of these makes a direct
contribution to the things that matter
— health, education, food, goods,
homes, essential services,
environment.

Is it time to question Britain’s much-
vaunted “strength in services” as a
virtue? Perhaps “weakness in delivery”
is a corollary?

John Hunter
Orpington, Kent, UK

common debt, is the way forward for
credible European defence. An
enhanced military co-operation is a
second-best, but it would be much
better than what Europe has now.

Germany and France are the
economic drivers of the EU and
thereby also of its strength and unity.
Outliers such as Hungary are
economically dependent, so it is
ridiculous they can hold to ransom
initiatives in the interest of Europe’s
security, like loans to Ukraine. If some
EU member states don't want to join an
enhanced defence co-operation, they
can be left in the outer ring of states
that may co-operate more loosely.
Candidate countries like Ukraine could
be assisted by means of agreements cn
close co-operation, namely on arms.
manufacture and joint training.

An enhanced defence union would
not just put reliance on the US military
on the backburner. It would also help
the US taxpayer, as it would allow them
to focus on the Asia-Pacific region. The
world order is changing fast and EU
defence policy must change with it.
Marek Svoboda

Frankfurt, Germany

Accounting standards flaw
is arisk to financial system

Further to the pertinent comments of
Daniel | Aronoff on the risks of US
Treasuries (Letters, February 16), it is
waorth noting that the accounting
standards do not help close the gap
that exists with bank regulations,

firms™. It demands a broader rethink of
how all businesses enable performance
(“Share of UK companies with low
productivity higher than in 1997,
Report, February 23).

As return-to-office mandates rise,
employers should not overlook the
importance of the physical office
environment as a productivity driver.

Our recent research revealed almost
three-quarters of UK employees lost
time to office distractions — adding up
to 330mn working hours a year.
Disruptive noise levels, bad lighting,
poor air quality and outdated tech
were to blame, with 10 per cent of
workers admitting they've fallen asleep
at work due to “stuffy” rooms.

While the office environment alone
will not solve the UK's productivity
puzzle, crafting the ideal environment
for productivity — including adopting
the right tools and optimising the right
office layout and conditions — remains
an underutilised lever to build more
productive workplaces.

Hanneke Faber
CEO of Logitech, London EC2Y, UK

Locking away carbon will
give us breathing room
Simon Mundy’s Moral Money article
“The other side of the ‘net zero’ ledger”
(FT.com, February 25) captures the
central tension shaping net zero policy:
while businesses and scientists agree
on the need for large-scale carbon
dioxide removal (CDR), the sector
remains voluntary, under-supported

Banks are required to keep “high- by regulation and economically out of
quality liquid assets” to comply with sync, hmdenng its patential.
liquidity lati trading schemes in the
bonds like US Treasuries are the most UK, EU and Japan are beginning to
obvious asset class given their consider CDR integration, but one
treatment from the regulator and their | barrier repeatedly highlighted is

safe haven status. The fact that interest
rate risk is embedded in these fixed-
income assets is a well-known feature

permanence, or, how long a carbon
removal keeps CO: locked away. The
insistence from the EU on millennial-

and banks know how to manage it. scale certainty before deployment risks
Silicon Valley Bank held Lhme assets | paralysing the very markcl tha( could

in a“hold-t turity” help decarb

classification, raising the question: how | sectors. The climate challmge Ls

can HQLA held to satisfy liquidity immediate, so even 300 years of stable

requirements — that is, available tobe | carbon storage gives us 300 years to

converted to cash in the short term solve a crisis that is just 120 years old.

(via sale or repo) — be allowed to be Alastair Collier

classified as HTM? Holding an asset to
maturity makes the hedging of interest
rate risk meaningless and if carried out
it would impact the profit and loss of
the institution with questionable
investor reaction.

Unless the accounting rules and bank
regulation address the requirements
for a stable financial system, the rules
banks must follow will be insufficient
to accomplish systemic safety.

Nikos
London W8, UK

Chigf R&D Officer, A Healthier Earth,
London E1, UK

Better to play it safe?

Given the public’s concerns about the
safety of sel{-driving cars, may 1
suggest the print newspaper headline
was a bad choice of words: “Insurers
bullish on impact of self-driving cars”
(Report, March 6).

Jem Eskenazi

London N3, UK
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ometime soon Donald Trump

will ringth onli

Taco on Iran will come too late for Trump

to build up America’s strategic petro-
leum reserves, which dropped sharply
after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and
were never replenished. Oil and natural
gas prices may have soared but an ounce
of prevention is still worth a pound of
cure. A second would have been to win
the Gulf monarchies round to his war
plan in advance. That he had no fixed
goal made that difficult. Now he is faced
with an i irascible Gulf. A

Iran war. That moment will
have less to do with whether
his mission is accomplished
(whatever that is) than how much pain
he can endure. We can safely assume
that Iran’s pain threshold is higher than
his. Trump will nevertheless present his
exit as a victory. Iran will have every
incentive to ensure nobody believes
him, That is the crux of his self-inflicted
dilemma.
Anticipating this would have served
Trump well. One step would have been

third would have been to prepare the US
public for alonger conflict. Ditto.

The question is whether Trump has
become aware of the drawbacks of not
thinking ahead. Were he on a learning
curve, he would know that even a
severely degraded Iran can continue to
frighten oil tankers from the Gulf
and shutter much of the region’s
energy p! ion. Short of il

and hard to eradicate from the air.
Nor can ’h'ump handpxck anew Ira-

nian lead ved |l

commandos to Isfahan to seize what
remains of Iran’s 400kg stockpile of
enriched uranium. Success would offer

mukAmencztwodn pl
Taliban with the Talibanin Afghani

Trumpa ff-ramp. Indeed,

It took Trump just over a week to
replace one Khamenei with another.
Since Mojtaba, the new supreme leader,
is considered more hardline than his

He chose this course of
action and has taken
explicit satisfaction in his
power of life and death
father, Tmmp will probably draw a

blank on sccunng an l.ranmn ceasefire,
let alone an I surrender”,

fran, Trump cannot guarantee
safe passage in the Strait of Hormuz.
Drone production is decentralised

Which leaves him with a couple of very

les.
‘The first would be to send US or Israeli

the of alightning

that upends the Taco narrative could be
overpowering, Hovering over that isthe
ghost of Jimmy Carter. His failed 1980
Iranian hostage rescue mission helped
to sink his presidency. Having so often
announced the obliteration of Iran’s
nuclear programme, Trump would not
survive zn equivalent setback.

His other gambit would be to occupy
Iran's Kharg island to shut off its oil
exports. Such a move could be even
riskier because it would involve many
more US boots on the ground than a
commando raid — and for much longer.
1t would strangle Iran’s main revenue
source aad worsen the oil shock. But its
risk-reward ratio looks reckless. After
barely a week, public support for
Trump’s Iran war is at the same level it

was for the Vietnam war in late 1967 fol-
lowing more than 11,000 American
deaths. There is no US tolerance today
for evena few dozen casualties, Taco —
“Trumpalways chickens out” —isthusa
question of when.

‘Trump would still pay a high price for
a unilateral declaration of victory. The
biggest risk is that nothing will happen.
By walking away, the US presidznt
would have given Iran knowledge of his
price point, which is soaring energy
prices, Iran also has a vote in deciding
when this conflict ends. It would have
every reason to sustain its disruption to
global energy markets as a deterrent to
‘Trump changing his mind. Iran has now
been attacked by Israel four times in the
past two years — twice with Trump's
America in the lead. Iran will want to

intelligence can keep making a rubble of
Iran’s nuclear capacity but that is no
sure bet. Iran’s logic of dashing to North
Korea’s status will be compelling. Oth-
ers, notably Russia’s Vladimir Putinand
North Korea's Kim Jong Un, may be
tempted to help. Regimes everywhere
are making the same calculations with
freshimmediacy.

One piece of damage that Trump can-
not repair is to trust in America. Long
after oil prices have stabilised, the world
will recall his administration’s glory in

hei y of “lethality”, as his defe
secretary, Pete Hegseth, calls it. Trump
chose to go to war and has taken explicit
satisfaction in his power of life and
death. War is a grave step after all other
options have been exhausted. That

Trump had oll\er courses of action is
this

raise the costs of another a  wellund; d. That he
few months from now. oneishard tounsee.

The Iranian regime’s surest route to
safety would be to go nuclear. Good  gdward.luce@ft.com

The economic
consequences
of the war

Martin Wolf I conomics

There are lasting lessons about
energy resilience to be learnt

from this conflict

illthe USand Israeliwar
on Iran soon be over?
This question has to be
answered if one is to
address its possible eco-
nomic consequences. But this depends
on the answers to two other questions.
Does Robert Armstrong’s “Taco™
(*Trump always chickens out™) coinage
apply here, or not? And, second, would
an end to the war for Donald Trump
mean it has also ended for lmn, Israel or
both? If these two for

The oil price rise matches that immediately
after full-sca

much of his family, as his lather s suc-
cessor, underlines this LIt
looks rather as though Iran is set on vic-

tory, not unconditional surrender,
which is in any case highly unlikely to
follow a conventional aerial campaign.
After more than two years of Israeli
bombardment, Hamas has not surren-
dered unconditionally. Iran will surely
not do so. That would take the use oi

Qil price* around the Russlan invasion of Ukraine (Feb 24
2022) and US/Israel attack on Iran (Feb 28 2026).
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whom the struggle is existential, fight
on, the carnage visited on the Gulf could
continue, too.

A part of the difficulty is that it is
impossible to know what Trump wants.
Maybe he has little idea himself. Thus,
on Monday, the president told a press
conference that the war will be over
“very soon”, but not this week. Yet two
days earlier, he wrote on Truth Social
that “there will be no deal with Iran
except UNCONDITIONAL SURREN-
DER! After that, and the selection of a
GREAT & ACCEPTABLE Leader(s), we,
and many of our wonderful and very
brave allies and partners, will worktire-
lessly to bring Iran back from the brink
of destruction.”

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps responded to Trump Lha( lhcy

“are the ones who will

far more plausible. America might
believe it has done enough damage and
decide tostop its attacks. Iran, battered
and bruised, might decide to stop
attacking its neighbours. Trump might
force Israel to halt its attacks even
though the Iranian regime survives.
This would not be peace, but a (perhaps
temporary) ceasefire. In sum, a cease-
fire, not peace, seems a plausible near-
term outcome, largely driven by
Trump's worries over oil prices.
Another outcome could be continued
war, but at a lower intensity, because
Iran's weaponryis depleted. Ships migh
even sail the Strait of Hormuz again.
What might all this mean for the
world economy? That depends on what
happens to the shipments of oil and gas
from the region and the scale of long-

d gas facilities.

end of the war”, adding that Tehran
would not allow the export of “a single
litre of oil” from the region if the US and
Israeli attacks continued. The choice of
Mojtaba Khamenei, who has just lost

Capital Economics considers three
scenarios. The first is of a short, sharp
conflict, lasting about two weeks. The
estimate is of a loss of around 1.4 per
cent of global annual oil exports and a
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similar proportion of LNG exports, The
second is of a conflict lasting three
months, but with limited longer-term
damage to facilities. The estimate for
this is of a loss of 5-6 per cent of world
exports of crude and LNG in 2026. The
third is also of a conflict lasting three
months, but with longer-lasting damage
to capacity, notably to Iran’s Kharg
Island. The estimate here is of a loss of
8-9 per cent of world exports of oil and
LNG, with an impact into 2027. Oil
prices could hit $150 a barrel and prices

We have repeatedly seen
the US start fightson a
whim but end up in lengthy
and catastrophic disasters

of gas in the EU (per megawatt hour)
could hit €120. According to Capital
Economics, the only comparable global
supply shock to this last possibility was
“from the late-1970s to the mid-1980s".

A long and destructive war would
have noteworthy effects on the price
level and economic activity. In poor
countries, the impact could besevere In
western ies, where

adjust to higher gas prices than feared
when the Ukraine war started. Another
reason is that central banks have donea
far better job of anchoring inflation
expectations since they learnt the les-
sons of the 1970s.

Whal are the more narrowly eco-

tions do not get unanchored. Unfortu-
nately, the price spike after Covid makes
this more likely. Central banks must be
prepared to act against second-order
effects of big price rises.

The last is that subsldlslng energy
every time pnccs jump is unaffordable.

Support worst hit.

The ﬁrs\ is that we need to reduce our
hocks in the availabil-

ity” has become a political issue, a spike
in energy costs would be unpopular.
Growth would surely suffer. But, for
reasons Paul Krugman spells out for the
US, even the worst scenario would be
nowhere near as economically d:
ing as the shock of the late 1970s. One
reason |s that our economies have
become far less oil intensive since then.
As Martin Sandbu has noted, Europe
has also shown itself far better able to

ity of fossil fuels. For the US, the net
effect of big nses in fossil fuel priceson

The biggest lesson of all, however, is
the most obvious. Yes, an early ceasefire
seems plausible, which would limit the

damage. But from

is modestly posi- itable. We have dly seen the
tive because it is a net exporter; Lhough US start wars on a whim but end up in
the distributional effects are malign.  lengthy and ultimately catastrophic dis-

But the opposite is true for almost all
other industrial countries. Their need to
investin renewables, in order to reduce
vulnerability, is clear.

The second is the need for central
banks to ensure that inflation expecta-

asters, Harold Wilson kept the UK out of
the Vietnam tragedy. Given the impul-
sive start to this war, Keir Starmer was
right toattempt the same,

martinwolfi@ft.com

Emma
Ashford

n 1980, shortly after the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan, Jimmy
Carter told Congress that “an
attempt by an outside force to gain
control of the Persian Gulf will be
regarded asan assault on the vital inter-
estsof the United States of America, and
such an assault will be repelled by any
means necessary, including military
force™
This policy, which would become
known as the Carter Doctrine, commit-
ted the US to defend the free flow of oil
globally. But over the past few decades,
America has come to play a more insidi-
ous role in global energy markets. True,
the growth in US shale production has

America has become an agent of chaos in world energy markets

smouLhed out some of the nolorhmsly

crisis, But at the same Lme, Us foreign
policy choices have increasingly created
destabilisation and distartions,
Consider Washington’s addiction to
sanctions. Earlier generations of sanc-
tions often included carve-outs to pro-
tect energy markets. But since at least
Donald Trump’s first term in office,
sanctions have become increasingly
broad, with fewer exemptions.
“Maximum pressure” sanctions on
Iran and Venezuela largely shut off sales
to all international buyers, except
through illicit mechanisms such as the
shadow fleet. American and European
sanctions on Russian oil exports follow-

vene on behalf of Libyan protesters
against the Gaddafi regime. Libya's
oil exports dropped to around 20 per
cent of its prior output, removing a
major producer from world markets,
albeit in a period of low demand. It

One wonders how
long China, India and
others will tolerate
these disruptions
took several years for Iragi production

to recover from the 2003 US invasion,
and ongoing conflict in the country

ingthe invasion of Ukraine upended the
global oil trade, with the chaos sending
prices spiking for several months.

US military adventurism has likewise
been problematic. Take the Obama
administration’s choice in 2011 to inter-

has had | ing effects on its oil
industry.

‘The war with Iran is merely the most
recent case of America operating as a
destabilising force in global oil markets.
‘Traders and energy security specialists

have long feared a conflict that would
close the Strait of Hormuzto pre-
vent exports from facilities in the Gulf or
damage oil production infrastructure.
All of this, however, was considered an
unlikelyscenario until now.

But the Trump administration has
brought us far closer to just such a
situation. Iran may not be physi

Taiwan and other US allies are heavily
dependent on Gulf fuel. Both China
and India are likewise starting to feel
the pinch. And in Europe, still barely
recovering from the aftermath of
Ukraine energy shortfalls, prices have
skyrocketed.

Tronically, these effects are :dready

being felt by the

blocking the Strait of Hormuz, but few
captains (or their insurers) are brave
enough to sail through an open war
zone. Qatar has already shut down
gas production, sending prices soaring,
and producers such as Saudi Arabia
and Iraq are beginning to shut in oil
production as they run out of domestic
storage.

Oil prices have been ticking up,
and they are surging for specific com-
modities such as jet fuel, where the
market is more constrained. The effects
of America’s war of choice will be felt
most acutely in Asia, where Japan,

well. The Trump administration is luok-
ing for mitigation strategies, including
loosening sanctions on Russia, and
releases from the US or G7 strategic
petroleum reserves. But such measures
are unlikely to have a significant effect
on prices if the war continues for wezks
tocome.

It increasingly seems that pressure
from voters and markets feeling the
pinch of increased energy costs may
lead Trump to search for an off-ramp
from this conflict. Pushback from US
allies and adversaries alike has also
begun. The Gulf statesare inan impossi-

ble situation: facing significant
economic impact from the war, but
unable to break with the US. Indian
refineries are already seeing shortfalls
in supply of crude oil, while China has
suggested it may negotiate directly with
Iran to guarantee safe passage for its
tankers,

Trump may soon back down. But
while his is not the first administration
to mdd US power in a way that under-

the conse-
quences of this war of choice are incal-
culable. One wonders how long China,
India and others will tolerate these
disruptions and their potential eco-
nomic impact, before they conclude
that American policy in the Middle
[East is a genuine threat to their energy
security.

The writer is a senior fellow at the Stimson
Center and author of “0il, the State, and

War: The Foreign Policies of Petrostates”
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Missile deployment further proof that
Japan poses real threat to regional peace

n a troubling shift in its defense strategy,
Japan advanced its offensive capabilities by
deploying the first batch of domestically
produced long-range missiles in the south-
western prefecture of Kumamoto on Monday.
Deployment of the upgraded Type-12 land-to-
ship missiles is d to be leted by the

eign Ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun.

This is a thoroughly despicable act, not only by
the DPP authorities but also by the Takaichi gov-
ernment, which feigns ignorance of the nature of
this “personal visit”.

China is firmly opposed to any attempt by the
Ji side to create gray areas or test Beijing’s

end of March, basically marking an end to
Japan'’s defensive stance under Article 9 of its
Constitution.

The move has been in preparation for a long
time, at least since Japan formulated its second
National Security Strategy in 2022. The missiles,
with a range of about 1,000 kilometers, bring the
Chinese mainland and much of the East China
Sea within striking distance.

Japan claims the move is “a necessary
response to rising regional tensions” But this
reasoning rings hollow. It is only an excuse for
Tokyo to push for the resurgence of Japanese
militarism, which is the real threat to regional
peace and stability.

As Foreign Minister Wang Yi said at a news
conference on the sidelines of the annual gather-
ing of the country’s top legislature on Sunday,
Japan should have deeply repented for the wrong
path it chose in history, including its brutal inva-
sion and colonization of China’s Taiwan region.

Instead, the current Japanese leader claimed
that a “Taiwan contingency” could constitute a
“survival-threatening situation” for Japan, under
which Japan may exercise its so-called “right of

i If-defense”. Given that J; mili-
tarists used “survival-threatening situation” as a
pretext for launching aggression, such rhetoric
can only make the people in the region alert and
deeply worried: Where exactly is Japan headed?

Despite ongoing regional tensions, Tokyo
received a so-called “personal visit” from a
member of the Democratic Progressive Party
authorities of the Taiwan region on the week-
end. The Sanae Takaichi government was fully
aware of the “unspeakable motives” behind
this individual’s surreptitious visit to Japan
with the motive of engaging in provocations for
“Taiwan independence”, as pointed out by For-

red lines on the Taiwan question. The Takaichi gov-
ernment should stop leveraging the Taiwan Strait
situation to accelerate the pace of Japan's military
buildup. Guo warned that Japan will have to pay a
price for emboldening such provocations and act-
ing recklessly, and shall bear full and sole responsi-
bility for all consequences arising from its actions.

Japan has already deployed PAC-3 intercep-
tors and mid-range surface-to-air missiles on
many of its islands, and Japanese Defense Minis-
ter Shinjiro Koizumi has announced plans to
deploy the mid-range SAMs on Japan’s western-
most island of Yonaguni, just east of the Taiwan
island, by March 2031. From point to line to area,
Japan is quickly covering an increasingly larger
region within the range of its missiles under the
pretext of countering “external threats”, irre-
spective of the implications of its provocative
moves and the potential consequences.

All this indicates that Japan is rapidly deviat-
ing from the path of peaceful development it has
long claimed to uphold, and is moving further in
a dangerous direction reminiscent of its aggres-
sive and militaristic past.

Such a “preemptive” strategy only fuels poten-
tial military adventurism. It will inevitably exac-
erbate regional tensions, and could trigger
uncontrollable conflicts. The exercising of the
“right of collective self-defense” is simply a way
to hollow out Japan’s pacifist Constitution,
which renounces the right of belligerency.

CHINA
COLLAPSE
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Opinion Line

Low-carbon transition fund
a catalyst for green growth

China has long prioritized green
guided by its dual car-

The lessons of history are clear: hy 1
military ambition leads only to conflict and suf-
fering. It is imperative that all peace-loving
nations should unite to oppose any form of mili-
taristic resurgence in Japan.

The world cannot afford to stand idly by while
Japanese right-wingers gamble with the lessons
of history.

Global nuclear energy governance critical

n the push for a global energy transition,
much attention has been given to wind tur-
bines and solar panels. Yet a sober look at
the arithmetic of decarbonization suggests
that these alone will not suffice. The second
Nuclear Energy Summit, hosted by France in Par-
is on Tuesday, reflects a growing recognition that
nuclear energy must be part of the solution.

Nuclear power provides nearly 10 percent of
the world’s electricity and roughly a quarter of
global low-carbon electricity. Yet if the world is to
achieve the goals of the United Nations’ Sustaina-
ble Develupment framework and the climate

in the Paris A
much more will be required.

Academic studies have dly shown that
power systems dominated by intermittent sources
become increasingly costly without a stable base-
load component. Nuclear energy remains one of
the few technologies capable of providing large-
scale, low-carbon, around-the-clock electricity.

Tk da of the Pari: it reflects thi: rea]
ity. Three themes i regional

raise public concerns. The legitimacy of nuclear
energy expansion hinges on credible safety regu-
lation, transparent oversight and international
verification mechanisms.

These challenges underline the relevance of a
summit devoted to nuclear power. The task is not
merely to expand capacity but to do so in a man-
ner that is safe, equitable and internationally
coordinated. Geopolitical tensions, such as the
Middle East crisis, have further exposed vulnera-
bilities in global energy supply chains. In such a
context, the governance of nuclear energy cannot
remain fragmented or politicized.

The participation of Chinese Vice-Premier
Zhang Guoging, the special representative of
President Xi Jinping, in the meeting shows the
importance China attaches to nuclear energy
cooperation and governance.

China stands ready to work with countries on a
more inclusive nuclear energy governance and
development. The country now ranks among the
major countries in nuclear power deployment
and one of the most complete industry

in nuclear deployment, ﬁnancmg models for new
reactors, and technological innovation ranging
from small modular reactors to advanced Genera-
tion-IV systems and, eventually, nuclear fusion.

Each theme addresses a critical constraint. The
first concerns inequality in access. Many emerg-
ing economies face rapidly rising electricity
demand but lack the technological and regulato-
ry capacity to develop nuclear power. The bene-
fits of nuclear technology remain concentrated
among advanced industrial states. Without
mechanisms for technology transfer and capaci-
ty-building, the gap could widen.

The financial factor lS anm.her constraint.
Nuclear proj i d involve
long constructmn honmns This makes them dif-
ficult to finance through conventional market
mechanisms. The cost of capital — often exceed-
ing half the lifetime cost of a plant — depends
heavily on govemment guarantees and stable
regulatory ks. Innovative
tools mdudmg green bonds and public-private
ing crucial to

the mdustrys developmenL
1 and i
cannot be ignored either. Nuclear supply chains
remain fragile. Skilled labor shortages affect reac-
tor construction. Meanwhile, spent fuel manage-
ment and long-term waste disposal continue to

supply chains in the sector. An atomic energy law
that came into effect in the country in January
emphasizes peaceful use, international coopera-
tion and strict safeguards against proliferation
and nuclear terrorism, providing a legal basis for
China to strengthen the regulation of its nuclear
energy sector and international cooperation.

Given its wide influence in different fields,
nuclear energy development should be framed as
part of a broader strategy combining energy
security, climate responsibility and technological
innovation. International collaboration and coor-
dination, under an improved global governance
framework capable of reconciling expansion
with security, is needed to allow more countries
to benefit from nuclear energy while strengthen-
ing safety and nonproliferation standards.

‘The Paris summit therefore is not simply a dip-
lomatic gathering but a recognition of an uncom-
fortable truth: achieving emissions target
without nuclear energy is not feasible with cur-
rent technology and global governance system.

If the world is to decarbonize while maintain-
ing economic stability, nuclear power must be
governed not by suspicion and fragmentation but
by cooperation, transparency and shared respon-
sibility. That, ultimately, is the promise — and the
test — of the Paris gathering, which should focus
more on actions and results,

bon goals of peaking carbon emissions
before 2030 and achieving carbon
neutrality before 2060. This national
strategy has proven effective in boost-
ing economic growth, accelerating the
green transition, and improving the
quality of the environment.

But as this year’s Government
Work Report emphasized, coordinat-
ed efforts to cut emissions, reduce
pollution and pursue green growth
are still essential. In this context, the
proposed establishment of a national
fund to support the low-carbon tran-
sition marks a pivotal move.

This is not the first fund China has
setup to accelerate green develop-
ment. In 2011, the country launched
the Renewable Energy Development
Fund, financed through central bud-
get allocations and a nationwide sur-
charge on electricity sales. The
mechanism enabled feed-in tariffs
that guaranteed renewable energy
producers above-market prices for
the power they generated.

The fund provided stable financial
support to the nascent wind and
solar industries. It lowered opera-
tional costs, catalyzed rapid industri-
al expansion, and incorporated a
gradually phased-out subsidy strue-

robust, globally competitive renewa-
ble energy sector.

The transformation has been
remarkable. At the end of 2010, solar
power accounted for just 0.08 per-
cent of China’s total installed power
capacity. By the end of 2025, that
share had surged to nearly 31 per-
cent. Moreover, accord.mg to the
National Energy

green hydrogen also helps solve the
growing problem of wasted wind and
solar power By eonvertmg surplus
ricity into
through electrolysis, excess power can
be stored and utilized later, effectively
turning an inefficiency into an asset.
The proposed national fund will
ensure lhat foundational but risky

ation,
China has helped reduce the average
cost of electricity for global wind
power projects by 60 percent and
solar photovoltaic projects by 80 per-
cent over the past decade.

China will now set up a national
low-carbon transition fund to foster
new growth drivers such as hydrogen
power and green fuels, Unlike wind
and solar, which have begun thexr
march toward

green receive the sus-
tained support they need to
mature. It provides the long-term
commitment that private investors
cannot offer.

Furthermore, the establishment of
such a national fund would send a
clear message to the market that
these sectors are strategically impor-
tant and worthy of long-term com-
mitment. It would improve the

hydrogen power and green fuels
remain in the early stages of develop-
ment. These are capital-intensive,
technology-heavy sectors with long
return cycles, and are the areas

of private i
financial institutions, mdust.na] capi-
tal and local governments to invest in
the sectors.
In essence, the planned low-carbon
transition fund will be more than just

where social capital toven- a ing tool. It will be a catalyst for
ture due to high risks and slow pay- systemic change. From the

back. Green hydrogen, green Energy Development Fund to the new
methanol and sustainable avmhon luw-carbon transition fund, China is
fuels are prime by to adapt
for deep decarbomzahon yet strug- policy tools to meet the evolving

gling to attract private to  d is of the it

be commercially viable. Such dynamic adjustment

ture that spurred technol 1 inno-
vation. After multiple adjustments to
subsidies, grid parity with coal-fired
power was achieved, and by January
2021, China officially ended feed-in
tariffs for new solar and onshore

F gen is unique in that itisa
clean alternative to fossil fuels in
heavy industries where emissions are
hardest to abate. Green hydrogen pro-
duced via electrolysis using renewa-
ble electricity can replace uokmg coal

wind projects. What r ined was a

in ing. The prod of

ensures that the country’s environ-
mental ambitions are backed by
durable financial mechanisms that
keep pace with the times, paving the
way for a cleaner, more sustainable
economic future,

— HOU LIQIANG, CHINA DAILY
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Humans must retain control of AT’s development

Editor’s note: 7he Government Work Report released last week highlighted the goal of l the smart
National Business D(uly spoke to Li Meng Jormer vice- of science and tech onthe ial of the smart
and of artificial intelligence. Below are excerpts of the interview. The views don't necessarily
represent those of China Daily.
Althcugh mtelhgcnt ies’ net Plus Its precision engineering and brain sci-
i vinto the will i to rely on the existing ence to create human-like or super-
markct may still take time, intelligent  internet ecosystem and technological —human silicon-based intelligence.
agents capable of delivering tis f i while build- The key question, however, is
al value are likely to be among the ing a new ecosystem centered onnet-  whether humanity needs or desires
earliest artificial intelligence applica- ~ works of intelligent agents. Al to develop in this direction, and
tions adopted in households. Policymakers should carefully whether humans have the ability to
Companion mbots ‘may become manage the trammun between con- guide Al’s evolution toward a form
the first iali died intelli- b displ: and the with human i

gent systems to enter the household
consumer market. At the same time,
smart toys

dlsmbuted creation of new employ-
ment npponunmes bmught about by
transition mecha-

massive yet often overlooked indus-
try. These tovs may moorporate ‘weak

nvsms and safety nets to smooth this
ad)ustment period.

Alor inte-
grating functions such as compan-
ionship, education and childcare.
As global demand rises, the size of
the companion robot market cculd
rival that of the tradi 1

toy industry. Compared with normal
CHINA DAILY WORLDWIDE Folots, smart toga have relatively sim-
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the
between Al and humanity should be
defined as that between humans and
a super tool, or a tool-like partner.

Al capabilities may progress along
a trajectory from assistant, to agent,
to embodied humanoid systems,
then to a stage where carbon-based
and silicon-based intelligence mirror
each other, and then eventually
toward superintelligence.

Without appropriate constraints
and governance, it is conceivable that
Al could evolve into partners that
resemble humans or even surpass
human capabilities, drawing on
advances in biotechnology, informa-
tion technology, materials science,

The appropriate development
direction is for Al to remain a tool
that is capable of enhancing human
abilities and efficiency, or at most a
tool-like partner that provides assist-
ance and emotional value.

For enterprise applications, AI will
primarily evolve into super tools that
enhance productivity. For consumer
applications, it will mainly function
as tool-like companions. In either
case, it should not develop beyond
the boundaries of a tool.

Human beings must remain the
central actors in the development of
Al and maintain a leading role in
shaping its future. Humanity should
define the trajectory of AL

Achieving this goal will require
agile governance and strengthened
international cooperation so that Al
can become an international public
good that benefits all of humanity.



