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Meltdown in Nepal

Need for interim government at the
earliest to steer it out of turmoil

HERE IS Asense of déjavu regarding the massiveanti-government

student protestsin Nepal that toppled the government headed by

Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli. Last August, weeks of student

protests in Bangladesh forced PM Sheikh Hasina to flee to India.
Three years ago, escalating nationwide protests in Sri Lanka led to former
PM Mahinda Rajapaksa seeking safety in a naval base. Of course, there are
differences between these groundswells of opposition that forced regime
change inthe neighbourhood.In Nepal, the ban on social mediawas the prox-
imatetriggerforthe protestby Gen Zbut the unrestwas simmering forsome
time.In Bangladesh,the studentsagitated against the quota system forgov-
ernment jobs. In Sri Lanka, the unrest was against crippling shortages of
essentials and double-digit inflation.

Tensions have been mounting in Nepal because of the frustrations of the
youth over the lack of jobs—with unemployment among thosewhoare 15-
24 years of age as high as 22.7%—and widespread corruption of the politi-
cal class. Before the social media ban, Gen Z users were posting about “Nepo
kids”—younger members of prominent political families—and their lavish
lifestylesina poornation.The protests should be seenin the broader context
of political instability in this Himalayan nation.There have been 14 govern-
ments since Nepal became a democracy in 2008. Frustrations have been
mounting as virtually every senior political leader—including Oli and five
former PMs—faces corruption charges.

The youth feel there is no future in this corrupt and stagnant system. “If
the protestsare theloud revolt,migration is the quiet rebellion,’argued pro-
fessor Amitabh Mattoo of the Jawaharlal Nehru University in a newspaper
column. More than 400,000 people leave the country everyyear—the pop-
ulation of Nepal is 30 million—for employment in West Asia, Malaysia,and
Hong Kong.Theyalsohead to Europe and the USwhere they form the fastest-
growing community of Asian Americans. The remittances they send back
homeisthe mainstayof Nepal’s economy,amounting to 33% of GDP.Unlike
in Sri Lanka, there is no economic crisis that has created such a ferment as
growth is expected to be 4.5% in fiscal 2025 (mid-July to mid-July) and 5.4
% in FY27,according to the World Bank.Nepal’s growth must translateinto
jobs if this youth demographicis not to be hollowed out.

The big question is,what comes next? The Nepal’s armyis now in control
on the streets amidst indications that one of the student outfits, Next Gen
Nepal, is ready for dialogue but the parliament would have to be dissolved
first.Thefirst prioritywas toinstallan interim government thatisacceptable
to Gen Z.The army deserves praise for persuading former Chief Justice of
Nepal Sushila Karki—after several rounds of talks on Wednesday—to accept
a request from protesters to be the interim head. As the largest neighbour,
India is keenly watching these developments in Nepal and has expressed
hope that restraint would be exercised and all issues addressed “through
peaceful meansand dialogue”.Although thereis relief that former PM Oli s
no more in the picture due to his anti-India stance, India must engage with
all the stakeholders, especially the protesting student leaders. Dealing with
regime changein the neighbourhood entails deploying more resourcesand
diplomatic personnel tobe abreast of fast-breaking developments.The sud-
den meltdown in Bangladesh took India completely by surprise.This should
never happen again.

Who actually wants a
thinner iPhone?

THERE WAS Atimewhen thickness and weight were two main questionswhen buy-
ing new technology, maybe even the most important. That’s why, when Steve Jobs
slipped a MacBook Air out of an envelope in 2008, we all oohed. It was a new dawn
forlaptops: finally some mercy for the world’s shoulders.

Therewere some performance trade-offs,but theywere seen asworth it. The Mac-
Book Air redefined expectations of howalaptop could look and feel,and it only got
better from there.As well as MacBook Air,by 2013 we had the iPad Air, too.

Continuing the trend on Tuesday, Apple Inc.introduced the 5.64 mm-thick
iPhoneAirtoanswer those criticswho saythatat 7.95 mm, the newiPhone 17 istoo
thick,a certified whopper. If you can locate any of those critics, please send them to
mebecauseIdon’tbelieve they exist. Nor doIbelieve many consumerswill careabout
thicknesswhen theylearn the iPhone Airmeans sacrificing things theyworryabout
more than any other factor: batterylife and a more-capable camera.

These consumersalso care about price. At $999,the iPhone Aircomesinat $200
more than the more powerful 17, orjust $100 less than the full-featured 17 Pro.Is
thata good deal to achieve thinness when you’re only going to stick this phone into
a case immediately anyway? This is one of the stranger products Apple has ever
released.The companydidn’t elaborate on what it meant by“all-daybatterylife”,but
here’saclue: Alongside thelaunch of the device,Apple showed off anaccompanying
external battery pack for“life’s busier days”.(It’s $99.)

Sowhat’s the deal? Francisco Jeronimo, an analyst with IDC, said the design
refresh—which includes a new look for the other iPhones in addition to the iPhone
Air—is about shortening the amount of time consumers wait to upgrade their
devices,which hasbeen trendinglongerandlongerasthe phoneand its components
haveimproved and the phones have started tolookvery
similar from one year to the next.As CCS Insight’s Ben
Wood putit,“It hasbeena fewyears since Apple has had
newiPhones thatyou could put on the table in a coffee
shop, meeting room or pub, and people would ask, ‘Is
that the newiPhone?””

So it was good news if that’s the sort of thing that
matters toyou: The newProline-uplooks distinctly dif-
ferent from the models of the past few cycles, with its
massive new camera bump—the company called it a
“plateau”—and distinct new colours.

On matters of thinness, Jeronimo points to the
Samsung’s S25 Edge—5.8 mm—which sold more
than a million units in this year’s second quarter, making it the sixth most popu-
lar smartphone globally in IDC’s “high-premium” category of $1000to $1,600—
though online reviews, both professional and from regular people, bemoan the
poor battery performance.

Those kind of sales numbers would be table stakes for Apple, but the S25 Edge
at least signals an audience for thinner phones, Jeronimo argues. The iPhone Air,
then, might be a consumer-testing and market research opportunity for Apple
ahead of some trulylarge upgrades coming next year.The iPhone Air makes use of
Apple’sownwireless chipand modem.Spinning up the supply chain that produces
them will be useful as Apple prepares for products like the highly anticipated fold-
ing iPhone,which will ultimately feel like two iPhones fused together.That device,
far more than anything on show today, will be what gets people upgrading their
iPhone more quickly.

All thisleaves the iPhone Airas a niche product, built for those who simply must
buy every new Apple product or those wear their jeans too tight (there’s probably
plentyof overlap in that particularVenn diagram). Like the experimental Vision Pro—
another case of Apple doing a little R&D and market research out in the open—it’s
perhapsless about this first version of iPhone Air and more about the second one.

AsTim Cookwrapped up the launch event on Tuesday,Apple’s shares were trad-
ing marginally down—around 1.5%. It was a muted response from investors who
know the real litmus test of Apple’s strategy—on both Al and the future of the
iPhone—won’t come until next year.
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HE PREOCCUPATION

WITH US tariffs has devi-

ated attention from global

developments around digi-

tal currencies. It is highly
likely that tariffs will soon make way for
digital currencies as the next geo-eco-
nomic tool for global power projection.
The US-China rivalry is acquiring a new
dimensionaround digital currencieswith
significant implications for India and the
Global South.

The US dollar has been the most
important instrument in preserving the
global economic hegemony of the US. As
the leading reserve currency, the US dol-
laris the most popular currency for global
tradeinvoicingand settlinginternational
payments. While nearly half of all global
tradeisinvoiced in US dollar,around 90%
of global foreign exchange transactions
are carried out through the greenback.

Some recent developments might see
lesser use of the dollarin global trade and
foreign exchange transactions. These
include therising cost of procuring dollar
forinvoicing exportsand imports.Thishas
been a major problem for many countries
from the Global South,including India.As
aresult, India and some other countries
have been exploring options for settling
bilateral trade in local currencies. While
thereisappetite for doing so, the inability
touselocal currencies forawidevariety of
transactions constrains their use. Over
time,as moreand more countries,suchas
the BRICS group, focus on ways for doing
trade inlocal currencies, there might bea
reduction in the use of the US dollar.

The other factor that might see lesser
use of the American dollar is the percep-
tion of the US becoming an economically
volatile country due to its unpredictable
economic policies. These include the lat-
est sweeping tariffsimposed on partners.
If these tariffs result in significant diver-

DIGITAL CURRENCY
FOR INDIA & THE GLOBAL SOUTH, THE PRESSURE TO TRADE MORE IN DOLLAR-BACKED STABLECOINS IS INEVITABLE

The geoeconomics of GENIUS

AMITENDU PALIT

Senior research fellow and research lead (trade
and economics), Institute of South Asian Studies,
National University of Singapore

sification of global trade and lack of faith
in American financial assets, the dollar
might face usage pressures. However, the
extenttowhichitlosesits sheenasa“safe
haven” depends on the availability of sta-
ble non-dollaralternatives.
China,India,and several otheremerg-
ingmarket economiesare developing sov-
ereign central bank digital currencies
(CBDCs) for increasing the
use of such currencies in
their external payments.
These CBDCs—backed by
national monetaryand cur-
rency authorities—are not
direct effortsto promotede-
dollarisation. However, the
current geopolitical scena-
rio, especially the enlarging

Major dollar-pegged
stablecoins, such as
the USDC and USDT,
promoted by
Circle and Tether,
should be able to

private crypto currencies referred to as
stablecoins.Central banks or national mo-
netaryauthorities donot manage thelat-
ter. However, unlike the average cryptos,
they are not considered volatile or high-
risk, as they are linked to a stable global
currency such as the US dollar or similar
safe and low-risk financial assets.

On 18July,the USannounced the Gui-
ding and Establishing Nat-
ional Innovation for U.S.
Stablecoins (GENIUS) Act
for creating a regulatory
framework for stablecoins
in the US.The Act aims to
make the US the global lea-
derindigital assetsbyensu-
ringtheUSDretainsits glo-
balreserve currencystatus.

rifts between the US on one thwart '?Otefnt'al The GENIUS rulesemp-

hand,and China,India,Rus-  de-dollarisation by  hasise that stablecoins iss-

sia, Brazil,and other emerg- increasing the ued by the US will be fully

ing market economies on e diedt backed by US legal tender,

the other, might create the dollar's digital use whichwillbeeitherthe dol-
|

impression that emerging
market digital currencies
are attempts to displace the US dollar.
President Trump clearly subscribesto the
view as is clear from his describing the
BRICS as distinctly “anti-American” and
pursuing the de-dollarisation agenda.
The US has not piloted a CBDC yet.
However, it plans toretain the prominen-
ce of the US dollar, and increase its use,
throughadifferentstrategy.Thisinvolves
encouraging the use of US dollar-backed

lar or US short-term trea-
suries.The ostensible strat-
egic goal of the legislation is to make US
dollar-denominated debt widely appeal-
ing to global investors by making such
debt easily transactable through a variety
of stablecoins of different issuers.

The geoeconomic motive of the
GENIUS Act is in making the US dollar
the leading option for financial transac-
tions in a rapidly digitising world. Sta-
blecoins are not regulated by central
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There is a possibility that our domestic reforms may
have already provided a kind of cushion that India
would need in the coming years and decades, given
the challenging geopolitical environment that

may stay with us for quite some time to come

banks, unlike CBDCs, making them far
moreappealing to several sections of the
global “digital” community preferring
loosely regulated cryptos.The more risk-
averseamong the latterwillalsofind the
US dollar-backed stablecoins appealing
given their stability accruing from the
greenback. Major dollar-pegged stable-
coins, such as the USDC and USDT, pro-
moted by Circle and Tether, should be
ableto thwart potential de-dollarisation
byincreasing the dollar’s digital use.

Geoeconomic motivations have
encouraged China also to consider yuan-
backed stablecoins in addition to its
CBDC.This contrasts with China’s eatlier
strategy of resisting more trade in cryp-
tocurrencies. With the SWIFT inter-bank
payment system likely to become more
tightly controlled by the US, leading to
lesser global use of the yuan, it is impor-
tant for China to diversify options for
greater use of its digital currency. Stable-
coins are theway forward.

Tariffs have delivered for the US what
they could have by gettingamenable deals
with various trade partners. The next
round of demands from the US are likely
to be for buying US debt through stable-
coins.Inaddition tobuying debt,itislikely
thatmore USbusiness-to-business global
transactionswillbe“persuaded”tobe set-
tled digitally through dollar-backed sta-
blecoins. Indeed, trade invoicing might
also be encouraged to be settled digitally
through stablecoins, citing the inflated
cost of using traditional greenback!

ForIndia,and several othereconomies
from the Global South, the geoeconomic
pressure to trade more in dollar-backed
stablecoins is inevitable. Negotiating the
pressure will not be easy; more so since
China too, over time, will offer its stable-
coins as further tradable and “stable”
options.

Views are personal

Reorient telecom licensing approach

IN WHAT MAY seem a self-contradictory
position, in this digital era, telecom has
been“liberated”from the telecom market
and is woven into the fabric of almost all
socio-economicactivity.Ithasbecomethe
magical wand that opens doors to comple-
tely different sectors such as retail, finan-
ce,banking, healthcare, education, and
transportation. Data flows defy geography
todeliver enormous socio-economicben-
efitsacross borders.Yet,evenin this hyper-
connectedworld,notwithstandingadmi-
rable achievements on many frontsand a
historic Telecommunications Act 2023
with many parts being implemented, In-
dia’s licensing policy framework remains
somewhat archaic,with sectoral silosand
physicalboundaries.Telecomlicencesand
authorisation take ages, compliance
checklists stretch endlessly,and penalties
are calibrated for the monopoly era—not
forthelayered,border-blurred,and ultra-
agile digital ecosystem we now inhabit.
Yet, as more services overlap—tele-
com, broadcasting, satellite, cloud, con-
tent,and fintech,all enmeshingwith each
other—the policy instinct has been to
extend control rather than recalibrate it.
The question we therefore urgently need
toasknowisnothowtolicense more,but
why license at all in certain cases. And
where licensing is justified, we must
assess whether the cost of compliance
outweighs the societal benefit.
Temptation for “command and
control”: Albeit much softened in recent
years, India’s telecom licensing regime
remains one of the most onerous in the
world. A unified licence can run into doz-
ens of annexures and demands compli-
ance across security, financial, technical,

TV RAMACHANDRAN

President, Broadband India Forum

and operational parameters. Even activi-
ties that in most countries are registra-
tion-based or unlicensed—such as pro-
viding Wi-Fi hotspots, deploying private
networks, or satellite-based Internet of
Things (IoT)—often fall under the heavy
licensing hatchet here.

The burden is not just administrative.
The opportunity cost is immense. Every
extra step of approval delays service roll-
out; every grey area in the rules chills in-
vestment; every layer of compliance dev-
ours scarce capital that could otherwise
expand networks or improve quality of
service. For instance in Wi-

What we need to ask is not how to license more, but
why license at all in certain cases. We must assess if
the cost of compliance outweighs the societal benefit

“justification” in terms of “security” or
“level playing field” without quantifying
its economic drag. There is little trans-
parencyonwhetheralternative,lessintru-
sive options were considered—such as
self-certification,ex-post enforcement,or
co-regulation.

Forinstance,when private 5G networ-
ksarekeptinaregulatoryholding pattern,
the costis not merely to a few companies.
It is the lost productivity gains across
manufacturing, logistics, healthcare,and
agriculture that could have used ultra-reli-
able,low-latency connectivity. When sat-

ellite broadband operators

Fi,globallydelicensed spec-  n—— face a labyrinth of overlap-

trum has powered innovat-
ionworthbillionsof dollars.
India’sdelayinreleasingthe
6 GHz band for Wi-Fi
6E/7—partlyduetoincum-
bent lobbying—has cost
faster, cheaper broadband
and significant economic
gains. There are similar

If India continues
to cling to legacy
licensing instincts
while peers
streamline, the
competitive gap
will widen

ping permissions from sev-
eral departments,thecostis
not just their legal bill—it is
the millionsof unservedru-
ral citizens who stay offline.

A 21st-century frame-
work must start from the
principle that licensing is
the exception, not the def-

roadblocks in satellite  E —————————— ault. When justified—for

broadband, private 5G,and
cloud data centres.

The missing RIA lens: Globally, poli-
cymakersand regulatorsincreasingly ap-
ply regulatory impact assessments (RIAs)
toweigh total costs—compliance, oppor-
tunityloss,innovation suppression—aga-
inst intended benefits. Australia adopted
RIAin as early as 1985, making it one of
the first nations to institutionalise this
approach.

India’s digital communication policy
processes rarely apply such alens.Once a
licensing or registration requirement is
proposed, there is a flawed/misplaced

THE EDITOR

SCrights awrong

The Supreme Court's decisive
intervention, ordering the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to include
Aadhaar card as one of the 12 valid
documents for the special intensive
revision of Bihar's electoral rolls, is
vital. It's a resounding victory for the
fundamental right to vote, reaffirming
the principle that procedural rigidity
must not oppress lakhs of eligible
citizens. The inclusion of Aadhaar

paves the way for a smoother, more
accessible verification process. It also
assists electors already on the rolls
who require document verification. It
vindicates the persistent appeals from
political activists and civil society who
had warned against the ECI's stance.
The order forces the ECI to align its
procedures with the practical realities
of identity verification. It sets a
precedent for all other revisions
envisaged across India. The ECI must
now adopt a more diligent and

managing scarce spec-
trum, ensuring interconnection, or pro-
tecting national security—it should be
narrow, technology-neutral,and propor-
tionate torisk.

Crucially,cost/benefit analysis should
be embedded into every new licensing or
regulatory proposal. Beforeimposingany
permission regime, ministries and regu-
lators should publicly explain: the specific
problem it addresses; whether less intru-
sive solutions were considered and their
outcomes; compliance costs forboth gov-
ernment and industry; and, most impor-
tantly,the net cost/benefit forconsumers

humane approach, emphasising
house-to-house verification and
ensuring the electoral roll is accurate
and represents people.

—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Shift from dollar

Apropos of "The silent de-dollari-
sation" (FE, September 10), although
the US dollar remains the safest forex
asset with SWIFT, the changing global
economic and political scenario has
reduced its sheen. US sanctions

and the public.

Such transparency would not only
curb overreach, but also build trust bet-
ween the government and industry,and
signal global investors that Indiais serious
aboutbusiness.

Thisis not merely a matter of efficien-
cy.In a borderless digital economy, capi-
tal, talent, and intellectual property are
mobile.Astart-up canbaseits satellite IoT
operations in Bengaluru or Singapore; a
hyperscaler can host its artificial intelli-
gence workloads in Mumbai or Dubai.
Regulatory predictability and cost-effec-
tiveness are decisive factors.

If India continues to cling to legacy
licensinginstinctswhile peers streamline,
the competitive gap will widen. Conver-
sely, if we lead with a cost/benefit-based,
principles-driven framework, India can
positionitselfas the natural hub for next-
generation connectivity, cloud, and digi-
tal services.

Need for self-effacing regulations:
Thereal challengeisnotjustkeeping pace
with technology but resisting the urge to
regulate for its own sake. In a fast-paced,
borderlessworld,advanced services dem-
and not more licences but smarter gover-
nance.India’sdigital futurewill be shaped
lessbythe number of pagesin ourlicences
and more by the wisdom to ask—every
time—whethertoday’s regulation is truly
worth the cost it imposes tomorrow.

(The article is inspired by the author's
former colleague andfriend, Rajat Mulkarji)
Views are personal

Researchinputs by Garima Kapoor
of Broadcast India Forum

curbing Russian payments have made
countries seek alternative currencies
such as euro, pound, and yen for
settlement. US sanctions and harsh
import tariffs have also compelled
others to have forex reserves in
currencies other than dollar. The
central banks of various countries have
also increased the quantum of gold
and reduced demand for dollar.

—NR Nagarajan, Sivakasi
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Nepal in Throes of

Political Unrest

The present crisis in Nepal reveals that systemic
governance failures, coupled with a disillusioned

youth, can turn into explosive turbulence

Nepal, India's immediate Himalayan neighbour, is facing

people’s wrath. People are on the streets and violence is the
order of the day. The protesters are largely Gen Z, who were

outraged by the Government ban on social media. What

began as demonstrations against a temporary ban on social

media has spiralled into a full-blown uprising against
corruption, misgovernance, and entrenched political
privilege. Now the people want a complete overhaul of the
system. The protests were sparked when the Government
blocked Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), YouTube, and other
platforms, citing regulatory concerns. Though the ban was
lifted within days, the damage had been done.

The move was seen as an assault on free expression and a
desperate attempt by the political elite to stifle dissent. When
police opened fire on demonstrators, killing 19 people, the

protests only intensified. Anger has long simmered over
widespread corruption and the widening gulf between the
political class and ordinary citizens. Nepalese youth face
unemployment, migration pressures, and economic
stagnation as the Government does little to address their
grievances. The violent targeting of leaders’ homes —
including that of Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli, who was

forced to resign - reflects the extent of this rage. The collapse
of law and order has serious implications for Nepal's fragile

democracy. Airports have been shut, ministers chased

through the streets, and the parliament building set on fire.

The present crisis shows people’s waning faith in the
political system itself. Nepal's transition to democracy was
hard-won, but power struggles, instability, and corruption

have eroded trust. For India, the turmoil next door is a matter

of immediate concern. The two countries share not just an
open border but also deep cultural, social, and economic

linkages. Political instability in Nepal can quickly spill over
into the region, impacting cross-border trade, tourism, and

security. India must tread carefully. New Delhi cannot afford

to remain a bystander.

A nuanced approach is needed - quiet diplomatic
engagement with all political stakeholders, support for
democratic institutions, and investment in people-centric
initiatives that address youth aspirations. By strengthening
economic cooperation, creating job opportunities through
cross-border projects, and extending humanitarian
assistance, India can position itself as a friend in need.

Alot would depend upon the Nepalese youth, who need a
rallying point and a credible leader. What they want cannot

be achieved in a day. They have to come to terms with the
fact that systemic changes take time to take root and must
work for it over a period of time. Right now, they need a
credible leader. Mayor Balendra Shah, who studied in
Karnataka, has emerged as a powerful leader. Whether he
can assuage the feelings of the youth remains to be seen.

SCO@25: India’s Pivotal Test

The SCO began as a regional security forum but has since evolved into a crucible where geopolitics, economics, and energy
intersect. Can India rise as a pivotal player, balancing rival powers while safeguarding its national interests?

SUMEER
BHASIN

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation’s 25th
anniversary summit comes at a time of deep
recalibration in the global order. For Asia, the
SCO is no longer a mere security forum; it has
evolved into a stage where the contradictions
of geopolitics, economics, and energy converge.
For India, the question is existential: Will it
remain a dispensable pawn in Washington’s
larger contest with China and Russia, or posi-
tion itself as a pivotal state bridging US-
anchored markets with Eurasian supply chains?

China at the Centre, Contradictions
All Around

China is undeniably the centrepiece of this recal-
ibration while simultaneously being the driver
of Eurasian integration through BRICS and SCO
and the source of sharp contradictions within
both. Its embrace of Pakistan as its “iron
brother” sets a hard ceiling on India’s strategic
manoeuvrability, while territorial disputes and
competition in Asia cast a permanent shadow
over India-China ties.

Japan, too, finds itself pulled in opposite direc-
tions: Security reliance on the US but deep eco-
nomic interdependence with China. The SCO
thus represents both a promise of multipolar-
ity and a theatre of contradictions.

Russia: The Indispensable Player

For Russia, the SCO and BRICS are strategic life-
lines. Sanctions have tethered Moscow closer
to Beijing, but forums like the SCO provide legit-
imacy and a platform to resist US dominance.
Yet, Russia’s weakened position means it is now
ajunior partner to China, not the co-equal it once
aspired to be.

Here, India’s growing role within the SCO
becomes critical for Moscow: By backing New
Delhi’s deeper participation, Russia can offset
Beijing’s overreach and inject a measure of
balance into an organisation at risk of becom-
ing China-centric. For Moscow, India is both
counterweight and indispensable bridge.

Trump’s Tariff Shock

The wild card remains Washington. Trump’s
tariffs have become a key instrument of state-
craft, injecting volatility into global trade. What
was once a dispute over deficits has morphed
into an assertion of raw power while sig-
nalling allies and adversaries alike that access
to US markets can no longer be taken for
granted. The consequence may be a deepening
of Eurasian realignment, as countries from India
to Turkey and Central Asia hedge their bets.
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Economic Resilience Under Strain

India’s energy and economic resilience are
both on the line. Discounted Russian crude
delivered up to $17 billion in savings, but export
losses from US 25 per cent+25 per cent tariffs
threaten to wipe that cushion away and far
beyond. India’s MSME sector contributes
around 30 per cent of GDP and over 45 per cent

FOR RUSSIA, THE oftotal exports, while employing over 60 per
SCO AND BRICS  cent odf the Wogkgorce. The lfjnocfk-on effect is
immediate: Job losses, credit freezes, SMEs
ARE STRATEGIC scaling back operations and wider risks to
LIFELINES. growth and export competitiveness.
SANCTIONS HAVE According to recent reporting, over 50,000
TETHERED small exporters are already scrambling to
MOSCOW CLOSER reroute shipments or find new markets, amid

TO BEIJING, BUT
FORUMS LIKE THE

tightening credit conditions.As tariff-driven
losses mount, the political fallout will be felt
in voter sentiment, especially in export-reliant

SCO PROVIDE states and among urban middle-class con-

LEGITIMACY AND sumers facing inflationary pressures.
In a democracy of India’s scale, external eco-
A PLATFORM TO nomic shocks are never just about trade; they
RESIST US ripple into electoral dynamics, coalition sta-
DOMINANCE. YET, bility, and the political economy of
RUSSIA’S reform.India’s response must be multi-
WEAKENED pronged: Diversify energy sources, build
stronger strategic reserves, negotiate safe-
POSITION MEANS guards or carve-outs with Washington to
IT IS NOW A protect vulnerable export sectors.
JUNIOR PARTNER Simultaneously, support MSMEs with credit
TO CHINA. NOT guarantees, export facilitation, and market
THE CO E’ UAL diversification, so that the tariff squeeze does
-EQ not translate into massive unemployment and

IT ONCE ASPIRED growth setbacks.
TO BE

The writer is a
geopolitical analyst
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India-Japan: The Middle Power Axis

Amid these contradictions, Prime Minister
Modi’s recent visit to Japan is a significant coun-
terbalance to the SCO’s China-centric tilt.
Tokyo and New Delhi, despite different align-
ments, share a core interest in preserving open
sea lanes, resilient supply chains, and an Asia
not dominated by any single power. Japan,
heavily dependent on both US security guar-
antees and Chinese trade, sees India as an
indispensable partner in creating strategic

depth. The outcomes of Modi’s visit — deep-
ening defence technology cooperation,
expanding semiconductor and critical miner-
als supply chains, and accelerating joint infra-
structure projects — are all strategic signals that
Indo-Japan ties are strengthening substantial-
ly. For India, this partnership strengthens its
ability to act as a pivotal state: A bridge
between US-anchored markets and Eurasian
corridors, while also crafting an independent
Asian pole alongside Japan. In effect, India and
Japan are emerging as hinges of Asia’s multi-
polar balance.

Both are middle powers capable of shaping
the region’s architecture if they institutionalise
cooperation across energy, technology, and
defence. Together, they provide a democrat-
ic, rules-based alternative to China’s hierarchi-
cal vision of Eurasian integration.

Washington’s Strategic Blind Spot

For the United States, the opportunity is to
reassert leadership by restoring predictabili-
ty: Anchoring Asia through security guarantees
while offering market and technology access.
Yet the short-term weaponisation of tariffs
undermines those very objectives. By treating
partners like India as expendable in its contest
with China, Washington risks nudging them
deeperinto Eurasian forums it once sought to
marginalise. If the US fails to recognise the
structural costs of this approach, it may find
its long-term strategic influence in Asia
irreparably weakened.

The Geopolitical Reset Ahead

The SCO’s 25th anniversary marks a decisive
shift towards a non-Western bloc, where
Eurasian powers seek insulation from US
coercion and dollar dominance. Asia faces
opportunities in new trade corridors, energy
routes, and financial mechanisms, but also
sharper rivalries. For India, this is the
ultimate test of statecraft — whether to rise
as a stabilising power or remain constrained.
With Japan as partner and a parallel track in
the SCO, India can shape Eurasia’s future and
act as a pivotal state.
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Ayouth dives into the swollen River Ganga at dusk in Prayagraj, as the

mesmerising sky reflects on the water.
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NEPAL ON THE BRINK AS GEN z

UNREST SPARKS TURMOIL

Nepal Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli was ousted by a staged coup.
The social media ban acted as the  front of Parliament. Oli's
trigger, but discontent had been
brewing for some time owing toa  generations of Nepalis,
slump in the economy, growing
unemployment, the lavish
lifestyles of “nepo kids,” and
massive corruption within the
coalition Government.

Sadly, Oli was more concerned
about consolidating his position
in the CPN-UML for a third term
at the helm rather than learning
from Bangladesh and Sri Lanka,
where powerful regimes fell due
to a lack of empathy towards
genuine public grievances.

Monday turned out to be the
bloodiest day in Nepal's history
as security forces unleashed
brute force on Gen Z protestors.
Oli’s barbarism was on full
display as his men rained bullets
on unarmed demonstrators,

such violence.

after student protests in
neighbouring Bangladesh
dislodged Sheikh Hasina's
Government. Nepal is

China. India must keep its

and responsive leadership.
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In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

killing 20 of them. It was mass
murder in broad daylight, right in

atrocious act is likely to haunt

showing how a democratically
elected leader could unleash

The intensity of the protests
should be a cause for concern for
India, as they came barely a year

geopolitically more crucial, acting
as a buffer between India and

engagement open, without being
seen as interfering, while calm is
restored and elections are held
swiftly. Lasting peace in Nepal
now depends on swift elections
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From my earliest childhood, prayer came to me as nat-
urally as breathing. Whenever I fell sick, felt threatened,
or faced the anxiety of an upcoming exam, my instinct
was to fold my hands and turn to God. Only later did |
understand why this came so easily: because, as the
Bhagavad Gita (15.7) reminds us, every soul is a part of
God. Just as a child instinctively seeks comfort from a
parent, we turn to the Divine for protection and guid-
ance. It is the most natural connection one can make.

As I grew older, I began to realise the profound ben-
efits of prayer. The first and foremost is the direct con-
nection with God — instant and without barriers. In the
Gita (7.16), Lord Krishna explains that four kinds of people
approach Him in prayer: The distressed, the inquisitive,

the seeker of wealth, and the wise. But how does God
respond? Do we truly deserve His help? This is an impor-
tant question. Consider a job seeker approaching a busi-
nessman. If the applicant lacks the required qualifica-
tions, the businessman turns him down. Prayer works
in much the same way. God listens, but He responds
according to what we deserve. Looking back at my school
days, | often prayed before exams.

Did | deserve His help? Yes, because | maintained a
regular relationship with Him. Every day | went to my
grandmother’s Poojaghar, bowed before the deities, and
received Prasad. Moreover, | applied myself diligently to
my studies. Since I did my part, God did His. My results
were usually good. Later, as | finished my education, the
challenge was to stand on my own feet and not burden
my family. Here, God’s generosity was overwhelming.
He led me unexpectedly to the United States, where |
studied under a professor who had just retired from a
world-renowned company.

Although I had gone for a different specialisation, I
somehow agreed to his offer to guide my Master’s studies.
Jobs in that field were scarce, but miraculously, he rec-
ommended me for one in America. The education and
work experience | gained there sustained my livelihood
ever since. Truly, when prayers are sincere and deserv-
ing, God responds with mercy far greater than we

The Power of Prayer: One Step Towards God

imagine. Yet material success brought another struggle:
a lack of peace, the absence of true sukha. Once again,
I turned to prayer — this time more intensely. God began
to guide me through intuitions, and I became receptive.
Slowly, I gave up relying solely on myself, realising that
dependence on ego only invited fears, anxieties, and
endless cycles of thought.

Awareness of my own smallness and helplessness
deepened, and wisdom began to replace pride. | saw how
He micromanaged my life with precision. This made me
wonder: Why do we, so small and limited, take on the
burden of controlling everything ourselves? Why lose
sleep worrying about the future when the Omniscient
One isready to help? Through prayer and spiritual prac-
tice, we secure peace, hope, and true happiness.Prayer
is universal. From Sanatan Dharmis to Christians,
Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, Jains, and Sikhs, every faith
upholds it. Prayer can be spoken, whispered in the heart,
written down, or offered silently with folded hands. I
counsel my loved ones to cultivate this practice. God is
ever eager to oblige. As the saying goes, “Take one step
towards God, and He takes ninety-nine towards you.”
Prayer is that first step.

( The writer is a spiritual teacher and a popular columnist ]
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Tariff disputes strain India-US ties

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday wel-
comed US President Donald Trump’s recent optimism
over trade talks, insisting the negotiations would help
realise the “limitless potential” of the India-US
partnership.

The conciliatory exchanges, however, mask the
scale of the challenges still facing the relationship. Only
weeks ago, Trump doubled tariffs on Indian goods to
50 per cent and introduced an additional 25 per cent
levy in protest against India’s purchase of discounted
Russian crude.

Tensions deepened further after Trump publicly
vented “disappointment” at India’s oil trade with
Russia and warned that the US had “lost India and Russia
to deepest, darkest China,” posting an old image of Modi
with Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping at a Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation summit. On Tuesday,
September 9, the Chinese envoy in New Delhi strong-
ly criticised the Trump administration’s decision to
impose tariffs of up to 50 per cent on Indian exports,
describing the move as “unfair and unreasonable.” Both
leaders appear keen to project stability, but the disputes
over tariffs, energy policy, and India’s balancing act
between Washington and Moscow remain unresolved.

BHAGWAN THADANI| MUMBAI

Cricket fever versus exam stress

Itis in the news that the 2026 Men’s T20 World Cup is
likely to be played between 7 February and 8 March.
The one-month-long tournament will be co-hosted by
India and Sri Lanka in different venues with twenty
teams clashing against one another. While the ICC is
still finalising the schedule, the window of the mega
tournament has been identified and informed to the
participating countries. Though this is delightful news
for millions of cricket lovers in India, the same is sure
to give “hypertension” and “sleepless nights” to mil-
lions of parents as their wards get set for the board
exams during the same period. Normally it has been
seen that parents worry the most when it comes to
exams and cricket, and now that this tournament is
likely to coincide with the various board exams, their
pulse rates are sure to go high.

With the availability of hi-tech gadgets catering
instant information, it may not be possible to restrict
children completely. Teachers and parents must guide
them with a meticulous plan, balancing study and
leisure, and reminding them gently to give priority to
exams. Exams must remain the priority, but cricket need
not be the casualty. With planning and discipline, both
can coexist.

MPRADYU | KANNUR

Cinema silenced by spectacle politics

There was a time when cinema in India listened — to
the street, to the silence, to the stories people carried
in their bones.

Today, it speaks. Loudly, confidently, and often
carelessly. In recent years, a certain kind of film has
begun to dominate our screens — not cinema, but spec-
tacle. Not stories, but state-approved scripts. These films
do not explore history; they patrol it. Complex lives are
reduced to slogans. Entire communities become villains.
Patriotism is packaged, sold, and shouted. Somewhere
along the way, we stopped asking questions.

Certainty is dangerous when it comes dressed as
entertainment. These films tell you what to think, who
to fear, and what to believe. You are either on the “right”
side, or you are the problem.

Meanwhile, the real questions-about jobs, food,
health, and justice — are drowned beneath chants and
special effects.

A country as layered and plural as India is being taught
to view itself in black and white. Worse still, these films
are not reflections of society; they are instructions to
it. They reshape how we see each other. They reward
anger. They manufacture enemies. Cinema should open
windows. These films build walls.

NOOPUR BARUAH | TEZPUR
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|ndia battles brain drain as ssudents flock over seas for education

Rising remittances cannot mask the cost of brain drain, as more Indian students spend abroad than they send back.
With visa curbs, high living costs, and underpaid jobs overseas, India faces both challenges and opportunities to retain its talent

DINESH N
JOSHI

Limited seats in prestigious universities in
their home country has for decades been
pushing Indian students to pursue higher edu-
cation abroad, resulting in what is called an
intellectual brain drain. Rather than staying
back and contributing to their home country,
a plethora of privileged students are choos-
ing to go abroad for college. There has been,
in recentyears, a large section of academics
who argue that this is in fact a good thing.
‘Remittances are rising rapidly’, they say.

They’re partly right but they’re missing the
bigger picture. While India is the largest remit-
tance-receiving country in the world and it is
in fact true that remittances have more than
doubled from 55 billion dollars in 2010-11 to
118.7 billion dollars in 2023-24, the statistics
only convey the story partly. Firstly, remit-
tances as a percentage of GDP has remained
constant at around 3 per cent since 2000.
Secondly, what Indian students are now
spending abroad for education has risen
rapidly. According to some estimates, the total
spending by Indian outbound students could
reach 70 billion dollars by 2025 — a number
which is rising more rapidly than the remit-
tances being sent back.

Thirdly, and most importantly, this argu-
ment fails to consider an important hypothet-
ical: what if these students had chosen to stay
back? The argument | make is two-pronged.
One, that if the students were to stay back,
the Indian economy would benefit far more
— in other words, remittances do not com-
pensate for the economic and intellectual
capital drain caused, and two, at times it
would also be far better for the students to
stay back in India, taking into account the cost
of living abroad and recent anti-immigrant
trends across the world.

Let me address the second claim first.
According to the latest data from the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA), over 1.8 million Indian
students are currently studying abroad in 2025
— a staggering rise from 1.3 million just two
years ago. This data, however, hides one
important detail.

All the top three destination countries —
Canada, US and UK — for Indian students
(which account for a third of all Indian stu-
dents heading abroad for education) have wit-

MANY INDIANS
WHO GO ABROAD
ARE ACTUALLY
NOT RECEIVING
GOOD RETURNS
ON THE
THOUSANDS OF
DOLLARS THEY
SPENT ON THEIR
COLLEGE
EDUCATION.
MANY ARE
UNEMPLOYED OR
UNDEREMPLOYED
AFTER THEIR
EDUCATION IS
COMPLETED
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nessed a sharp decline in the backdrop of
tightening immigration measures, includ-
ing introduction of caps on student intake
and restrictions on dependent visas.

Consider this: from 2023 to 2024, Canada
witnessed a 32 per cent drop, with permits
falling from 2.78 lakh to 1.89 lakh, the
United States saw a 34 per cent decrease,
with F1 visas dropping from 1.31 lakh to
86,110, and the UK recorded a 26 per cent
reduction, with sponsored student visas
issued to Indians decreasing from 1.20 lakh
to 88,732 during the same period.

While some argue that this is a bad sign,
it provides a window of opportunity for
the Indian government to reverse decades
of brain drain.

But will the anti-immigrant rhetoric and
curbs on visas actually prevent students
from going abroad, or will they just
change their destination of travel? I think
that it most definitely can.

Many Indians who go abroad are actu-
ally not receiving good returns on the
thousands of dollars they spent on their
college education. First, many are unem-
ployed or underemployed after their
education is completed.

Second, those who get jobs are getting
paid less than what Americans and
Europeans with the same skills are
earning. As an example, the H-1B Visa
Reform Act of 2004 restructured the
salary slabs and inserted two wage levels,
at the 34th and 50th percentiles of the total
salaries surveyed for an occupationin an
area, below the highest (the 67th per-
centile). This implies an underpayment for

Indian (and other international) workers
embedded in the law itself.

Third, their attractive salary packages
include e-SOPs and other variables which
are not actually part of what they receive
in hand, and the cost of living abroad is
considerably higher than the cost of
living in India. Rent, groceries and travel
all make up a considerable chunk of
their expenditure, and what they’re left
with is sent back to their families.

While Indian students who get into Ivy
League institutions would perhaps not
want to stay back in India, to make many
others stay back will be a low-hanging
fruit. With minimal efforts, India will be
able to retain talent which will not only
show up in GDP figures for years to come
but will also advance R&D in the process.

A particularly promising area of collab-
oration is the growing partnership
between India and the UAE in the fields
of education and employment. The UAE
has become a top destination for Indian
professionals, with the country expand-
ing opportunities for skilled workers in
various sectors, including healthcare,
engineering and IT.

Education-wise, both nations have
been actively exploring collaborative pro-
grammes, exchange initiatives, and schol-
arships to enhance bilateral ties. Indian
universities and institutions are establish-
ing campuses in the UAE, further cement-
ing the relationship. For Indian students,
this provides an attractive, nearby option
for world-class education, while also
offering enhanced job prospects in the

UAE’s rapidly growing economy.

There can be two ways of retaining
talent in India. First, to build more good-
quality higher education institutes and
second, to ensure that Indians return to
their home country after graduating
abroad. In terms of the second objective,
India is already in the process of revers-
ing the brain drain. Under the leadership
of PM Modi, the most cutting-edge, deep
tech and frontier tech start-ups, led by
Indian students with PhDs from major
global universities, are now taking root in
India. Our start-ups have grown from just
400 a decade ago, to 1.3 lakhs today, and
nearly 50 per cent of these are coming up
in Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities.

It is here that the role of political lead-
ership deserves special recognition. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision, combined
with the efforts of senior leaders like
Devendra Fadnavis and Dharmendra
Pradhan, has ensured that education and
employment remain at the core of India’s
growth story. Maharashtra CM Fadnavis
has been instrumental in advancing edu-
cational reforms at the state level, pushing
for skill development and industry-acad-
emia linkages, while Pradhan, as
Education Minister, has driven initiatives
that strengthen higher education and
empower students with future-ready
skills. A recent example is steps taken to
make Mumbai a global education hub by
handing over Letters of Intent to five glob-
ally acclaimed universities to set up cam-
puses in Maharashtra. Together with the
Prime Minister’s emphasis on innova-
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tion and entrepreneurship, their com-
bined leadership has laid the groundwork
for India to transform its brain drain into
a brain gain.

India stands at the cusp of a technolog-
ical revolution, presenting immense
opportunities in areas such as artificial
intelligence (Al), machine learning (ML), big
data, energy transition, electric vehicles
(EVs), quantum computing, genomics, 3D
printing, robotics, drones and space
exploration. All these sectors have been
kickstarted by the Government through
initiatives like the National Quantum
Mission, India Al Mission, and the
Semiconductor Mission.

Some problems remain, however. The
biggest one being domestic funding,
which needs to grow rapidly. Consider this
— Indian start-ups raised over $12 billion
in 2024, but about 75 per cent of this came
from international sources. Another one
is payment of royalties. While India pro-
duces approximately 24,000 PhD gradu-
ates annually, the country paid $14.3
billion in IPR royalties in 2024, while
earning only $1.5 billion, highlighting a sig-
nificant gap which can be filled by greater
innovation.

The first challenge seems to be more
daunting — building quality higher edu-
cation institutions. While premier educa-
tion institutions like the IITs, IIMs and IlITs
are producing skilled professionals and are
second only to Ivy League colleges, there
is a dearth of such universities in India.
Another challenge is a change in curricu-
la, which is already underway to link
research and industry needs. This would
involve addressing skill shortages in data
science, biotech, clean energy, Al and ML
among others. For this, industries must
step up and support the government.

Itis a known fact thatin India research
is more de-linked from industry needs in
comparison to other countries. In short,
it is not solely the amount of R&D that
matters, but the quality. To date, two-
thirds of the R&D in India is contributed
by the Government. The private sector
needs to step up to fill the gap.

India is well positioned to become the
world’s leading start-up ecosystem.
With graduate upskilling programmes,
the Government’s initiatives to foster
innovation, and the support of universi-
ties and corporates, the aspiration of
Aatma Nirbhar Bharat, where talent
nurtured at home stays and contributes
locally, will come to fruition in the coming
decades.

India accelerates mobility innovation with

From Hasina to Oli: Nepal’s digital

uprising and a familiar fall

MOTION Centre of Entrepreneurship

ARVIND
KUMAR

India’s mobility sector is evolving at an unprece-
dented pace. As the global automotive indus-
try pivots towards smarter, cleaner, and more
connected transport systems, India is position-
ing itself not only as a manufacturing leader but
also as a global innovation hub. Driving this
transformation is the rise of Autonomous,
Connected, Electric, and Shared (ACES) mobil-
ity —an area that is witnessing robust support
from both industry and government. One of the
initiatives in this space is the MOTION Centre
of Entrepreneurship (CoE) in Pune.

A flagship initiative launched by the Software
Technology Parks of India (STPI) under the
Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) and sup-
ported by the Government of Maharashtra,
MOTION CoOE serves as a sector-

aimed at delivering superior performance
and energy efficiency. Recognised

focused innovation and incuba-
tion hub dedicated to ACES start-
ups. Located at Electronic Sadan lll,
MIDC Bhosari, Pune, this 10,000 sq.
ft. facility is equipped with cutting-
edge labs, a 75-seater co-working space, and
advanced prototyping infrastructure. It is
backed by a powerful consortium including
Tata Motors, Kinetic Group, Intel, MathWorks,
Visteon, ARAI, SAE India, TiE Pune, and the
College of Engineering Pune.

The Centre offers more than just infrastruc-
ture. It delivers a full-stack support system, com-
bining expert mentorship, physical and virtual
incubation, funding opportunities through
the Start-up India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS),
assistance with Intellectual Property Rights (IPR),
legal and financial services, and connections
with investors and industry stakeholders.

As a result, MOTION CoE has emerged as a key
enabler of India’s next-gen mobility vision.

To date, the CoE has incubated 55 start-ups,
surpassing its initial goal of 51. These ventures
have collectively achieved a valuation of over
%465 crore, generated over 334 crore in revenue,
attracted over %23 crore in external funding,
created more than 500 jobs, and launched 82
products and 128 prototypes. They have also
filed 67 IP applications, of which 40 have already
been granted. Among these, five standout start-
ups exemplify the CoE’s transformative poten-
tial.

Attron Automotive is creating high-efficien-
cy electric propulsion systems for two and
three-wheelers. Their product portfolio includes
integrated IPM PMSM motors and advanced con-
trollers built on the proprietary Eta framework,
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by Inc42 as a top mobility start-up
to watch, Attron’s focus on R&D has
resulted in one technology patent
and two design registrations. With
customisation, modularity, and per-
formance at its core, Attron is poised to play a
critical role in India’s electric mobility transi-
tion.

Combat Robotics is leveraging autonomous
mobility to develop rugged unmanned ground
vehicles (UGVs) specifically designed for
defence, disaster response, and public safety.
These vehicles feature adaptive motion tech-
nology, night vision capabilities, and remote
operation features, making them invaluable in
high-risk environments.

Combat Robotics has secured a project
from Nagpur MahaMetro for railway track
monitoring and has been selected in the first
phase of the Indian Railways innovation chal-
lenge.

As India scales up its electric vehicle ecosys-
tem, energy storage becomes a critical enabler.
Coulomb Li-tech addresses this with its in-house
development of lithium-ion batteries, battery
management systems (BMS), electric vehicle (EV)
chargers, and a cloud-based analytics platform.
Its comprehensive tech stack supports diverse
mobility and storage applications, making
Coulomb a key contributor to India’s energy
resilience and EV adoption goals.

Kairus Energies is innovating at the intersec-
tion of mobility, defence, and aerospace. Its
advanced lithium-ion battery modules are
engineered for extreme conditions, featuring
a proprietary HITCH Tech™ thermal manage-
ment system that ensures rapid charging, fire

suppression, and performance optimisation.
Kairus has filed one technology patent, secured
two design patents, and deployed 100+ kWh
of storage systems.

As electric vehicles gain traction, scalable
charging infrastructure is crucial. Eidikos
Business Enterprises is meeting this need
with its Level 2 AC charging kiosks, specifical-
ly designed for e-bikes, e-rickshaws, and elec-
tric cars. Their hybrid model includes both
Captive Charging and Charging-as-a-Service
(CAAS). Their composite charging stations
have been granted design registration, and their
distributed deployment model is well-suited for
urban and peri-urban areas in India.

The journey of these start-ups reflects the
broader impact MOTION CoE is making in the
ACES space.

By bringing together infrastructure, mentor-
ship, funding, and real-world deployment
opportunities, the CoE has emerged as a
model platform for sectoral innovation. It
aligns seamlessly with national initiatives,
such as the Automotive Mission Plan 2047,
which aims to position India as a global leader
in sustainable, tech-driven mobility.

As these ventures continue to scale, they are
not only addressing India’s transportation
needs but also building solutions that are glob-
ally relevant. In doing so, MOTION CoE is
proving that the future of mobility in India is
notjust aboutvehicles, itis about vision, inno-
vation, and impact.

@ dailypioneer
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Former Nepalese prime minister K.P. Sharma Oli
now finds himself in a position once occupied
by Bangladesh’s Sheikh Hasina — a leader who
underestimated the fury of a connected gener-
ation. Both believed that choking social media
could muzzle dissent. Both assumed that
cutting digital lifelines would contain anger.
Instead, both triggered leaderless uprisings that
rattled the foundations of their rule.

What began as simmering frustration over cor-
ruption, inflation, and an unfulfilled

ing global platforms to register locally, appoint
representatives, and curb harmful content.
TikTok and Viber complied; Meta and Google did
not. Oli insisted extremists had hijacked the
protests, while officials argued they were
merely enforcing rules. But citizens saw censor-
ship, not regulation.

In a country where over 90 per cent of inter-
net users rely on these platforms for news,
tourism, remittances, and business, the ban felt
like suffocation. Already disillusioned by corrup-
tion scandals, many viewed this as the final
straw. Nepal has endured 14 governments in 16
years. Inflation is eating away at wages. Dynastic
privilege dominates politics.

For the young, social media was the only cred-
ible public square — and its shutdown silenced
their voice. Royalist forces, meanwhile, have
resurfaced. A massive pro-monarchy rally earlier

this year demonstrated that

post-pandemic recovery erupted after T N . nostalgia for the crown has not
Oli’s administration banned 26 major (./I]e JJIOIICQP disappeared. Analysts suggest
digital platforms, including Facebook, EILT4IEEIYXII royalist groups infiltrated

Instagram, WhatsApp, YouTube, and

X. For millions of Nepalis, this blackout struck
at the heart of daily life. The reaction was imme-
diate and fierce: at least 22 people have died in
subsequent violence, mobs torched the houses
of ministers, MPs, and even former prime min-
isters, and terrified leaders fled their neighbour-
hoods. The rage did not spare state institutions.
Protesters stormed and set fire to the Supreme
Court building. Ram Chandra Poudel, the
veteran Nepali Congress leader and the country’s
third President, resigned after his residence was
attacked.

With police forces overwhelmed, the army
appealed for restraint. Yet even senior leaders
faced mob fury: an ex-prime minister from the
Nepali Congress was injured, and cadres from
both Oli’'s Communist UML and the Congress
party became targets.

The protests’ defining characteristic is their
lack of central leadership. Gen Z activists, stu-
dents, and anarchist groups dominate the
streets, but no figure exists to negotiate with the
government. What started as resistance to a
social media ban has quickly broadened into a
revolt demanding jobs, accountability, and an
end to systemic corruption. Analysts argue that
democracy itselfis not at risk of collapsing into
military rule.

Nepal’s political history is steeped in protest.
The 1990 People’s Movement dismantled
absolute monarchy. The Jana Andolan of 2006
forced King Gyanendra to retreat. On 8
September 2025, that legacy returned with a
digital edge. This time, the spark was not
monarchy or constitutional deadlock but the
attempt to cut off what young Nepalis see as
their lifeline — social media. Authorities defend-
ed the blackout by citing the 2023 Social Media
Directives and a Supreme Court ruling requir-

the current protests, lending them
additional force.

The blackout has also worsened economic
fragility. Telecom companies lost revenue,
tourism recovery stalled, and families dependent
on remittances faced fresh uncertainty. India
reinforced border security but avoided becom-
ing a scapegoat, unlike in past uprisings. China,
enjoying stable ties, also kept its distance. For
once, neither neighbour was at the centre of the
storm. In this turbulence, a new figure has cap-
tured the imagination of young Nepalis: Balendra
Shah, or Balen. Elected as Kathmandu’s mayor
in 2022, Shah is no ordinary politician —heis a
rapper with a master’s degree in structural engi-
neering, admired for his mix of cultural appeal
and technocratic efficiency.

For disillusioned urban youth, he symbolis-
es an alternative to the old party system.
Whether he can rise as a national force remains
uncertain, but his popularity reflects the hunger
for fresh, non-partisan leadership.

Nepal’s turmoil offers a 21st-century lesson:
shutting down digital spaces is as combustible
as curbing the ballot box.

For the country’s youth, digital rights are
democratic rights. Ending the blackout may calm
the streets temporarily, but the real challenge
is deeper — rebuilding trust, restoring account-
ability, and balancing regulation with freedom.

Unless leaders rise to this challenge, Nepal
risks repeating its cycle of protest and repres-
sion — this time with battles fought not only in
Kathmandu’s streets but also across cyberspace.

@ dailypioneer
@ @Toruhp
@ e Pioneer

The writer is a senior political
analyst and Ex Chairperson of the
Standing Committee of All-State
Public Service Commissions in
India
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Endless Deadlock

rance has once again been thrown into political

upheaval, with its Prime Minister brought down not by

a scandal or a sudden shift in public mood, but by the

arithmetic of parliamentary hostility. The removal of
Francois Bayrou, after less than a year in office, highlights a
deeper dysfunction in the Fifth Republic: the inability of
successive governments to forge durable majorities, even on
existential issues like national debt.

Mr Bayrou's downfall was dramatic, but also strangely
inevitable. By calling a confidence vote over fiscal restraint, he
gambled not just with his own career but with the credibility of
President Emmanuel Macron’s embattled second term. His
warnings of unsustainable liabilities ~ France’s €34 trillion debt
and the ballooning cost of servicing it ~ were substantive. Yet in
the theatre of French politics, substance rarely outshines
symbolism. To left and right alike, the debate was not about
numbers but about striking a blow against Macronism.

The opposition’s unity of purpose was tactical rather than
ideological. The hard right sought to weaken Mr Macron’s hold
and press its nationalist agenda. The left viewed Mr Bayrou’s
austerity as an attack on welfare and pensions, already sore
points after the retirement age was pushed to 64. The
confidence vote became a proxy battlefield for grievances that
stretch far beyond fiscal policy. In such conditions, Mr Bayrou’s
technocratic appeal to intergenerational fairness ~ warning of
young people condemned to “slavery” under debt ~ was always
going to be drowned out by partisan jeers.

For Mr Macron, the crisis is both personal and structural. Five
prime ministers in less than two years is not simply bad luck; it
reflects the hollowing of the political centre. The President once
promised to transcend France’s old partisan divide. Instead, his
project has left him isolated, with little capacity to build
coalitions on either side. Turning to the left risks surrendering
his pro-business legacy. Sticking with his camp risks further
stalemate. Dissolving parliament, meanwhile, would hand
momentum to parties that thrive on discontent rather than
governance.

Beyond the Palais Bourbon, public patience is thin. Cost of
living pressures, insecurity, and immigration dominate
everyday concerns, while debt sustainability feels like an elite
preoccupation. Movements promising to “block everything”
capture a mood of obstruction more than renewal. The likely
wave of strikes and boycotts this autumn will only deepen the
sense of drift.

And yet the structural challenge remains: France cannot
indefinitely postpone grappling with its fiscal trajectory,
especially as defence commitments rise and the politics of
welfare harden. Mr Bayrou’s exit removes the messenger, not
the message. Whoever succeeds him will face the same
arithmetic of debt and division, the same contradictions of a
republic where presidential authority collides with
parliamentary fragmentation.

The crisis therefore is not merely about a fallen prime
minister but about whether France’s institutions can still deliver
stability in an age of fragmentation. Without a new basis of
consensus, the revolving door at Matignon may keep spinning,
while the debt ~ and the disenchantment ~ only grow heavier.

Digital fault-line

he turmoil in Kathmandu on Monday is more than a

story of street protests. It is a reminder of how central

digital freedoms have become to the fabric of modern

society, and how easily governments misjudge the
consequences of curbing them. The decision to block dozens of
popular social media platforms triggered a chain reaction that
left at least 19 people dead, many injured, and the credibility of
the state deeply eroded.

Under mounting pressure, the Nepal government has now
lifted the ban, but the reversal comes too late to undo the
damage. Nepal’s leaders must recognise that social media is not
just a technological novelty; it is a public square and digital
access is synonymous with freedom and opportunity.
Restricting it without building alternative avenues of
expression or ensuring transparency will only inflame
grievances.

The official justification - regulating online spaces to counter
misinformation, hate speech, and fraud - is not unique.
Governments around the world are grappling with the same
challenges. Yet the bluntness of Nepal's approach, abruptly
cutting access to platforms used daily by millions, revealed not
a policy of protection but one of control. In the digital age, social
media is not a luxury. For young people in particular, it is their
marketplace, classroom, newsstand, and stage. To disrupt that
ecosystem is to attack livelihoods and identities all at once.

The protests, led by self-identifying members of Generation
Z, were not just about losing access to Instagram or YouTube.
The slogans carried through the streets - “enough is enough”
and “end to corruption” - made it clear that discontent runs
deeper. The social media ban became a spark, igniting anger
over governance, transparency, and accountability. A generation
that feels side-lined by traditional politics has found its voice
online, and silencing that voice was bound to provoke
confrontation.

The state’s response has further entrenched the divide. Water
cannons, rubber bullets, and curfews convey weakness, not
authority. Deploying the army to the streets of the capital is an
admission that dialogue has failed. Instead of easing tensions,
these measures have hardened perceptions of an authoritarian
drift. Worse still, many citizens have simply turned to VPNs to
bypass the ban, undercutting the very rationale for the
crackdown. The government is left with blood on its hands and
little to show in terms of effective regulation.

The lesson here is not that digital spaces should remain
lawless. Online platforms do carry risks, and states have a duty
to protect citizens from malicious content. But the method
matters. Regulation requires trust, consultation, and
proportionality. Heavy-handed decrees, enforced by bullets and
batons, destroy that trust. In a fragile democracy, where
citizens’ faith in institutions is already tenuous, such measures
risk long-term instability.

The tragedy in Kathmandu stands as a warning;: in the 21st
century, the legitimacy of a government rests not on its ability
to control information, but on its capacity to engage with an
empowered, connected, and impatient generation.

a
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Politics of Payback~II

Beyond thespecific
punishments, thereisthe
ever-presentthreatofahail of
insults, alessoninpublic
humiliationtopotential
transgressors. Thetweets, the
rallyspeeches, thepress
conferences-theyallserveasa
publicrecordofwhohas crossed
Trumpandwhatthey have
receivedinreturn. Thenames
arenotforgotten, theslightsare
notforgiven,andthepublic
shamingisawarningtoothers.
Thisisaformofpoliticaltheatre
designedtoreinforceasingle,
unyieldingtruth:loyaltyisthe
only currencythatmatters,and
disloyaltywill bemetwith
publicscornandprivateruin

et’s turn to the international stage.

An independent-minded foreign

government, however determined

an adversary or stalwart an ally,
invites tariffs. The ally that dares to criticize
a policy, to vote against a resolution, or to
pursue an independent foreign policy finds
itself the target of economic sanctions. The
adversary that challenges American
dominance, that seeks to expand its own
sphere of influence, finds itself subject to a
volley of economic attacks.

The message is a simple one, delivered
with the blunt force of economic power:
align with me, or face the consequences.
This is notdiplomacy; it is a form of economic
coercion, a tool of punishment wielded
against nations.

The Tax Foundation has documented the
use of tariffs against both allies and adversaries,
with rates sometimes reaching as high as
50 per cent on certain countries like India
for buying Russian oil.

Beyond the specific punishments, there
is the ever-present threat of a hail of insults,
a lesson in public humiliation to potential
transgressors. The tweets, the rally speeches,
the press conferences ~ they all serve as a
public record of who has crossed Trump
and what they have received in return.

The names are not forgotten, the slights
are not forgiven, and the public shaming is
awarning toothers. This is aform of political
theatre designed to reinforce a single,
unyielding truth:loyalty is the only currency
that matters, and disloyalty will be met with

CHINADAILY |

public scorn and private ruin.

In the end, this is not a system of political
debate or even political rivalry. It is a
system of retribution, amachine designed
to punish dissent and reward loyalty.

It is a system that erodes the norms of
democracy, that chills free speech, that
undermines the independence of our
institutions, and that transforms politics
from a contest of ideas into a personal
vendetta.

specifically gerrymandered to allow criticism
of his rival, Thomas Jefferson, but not of
Adams himself.

And then you have Andrew

Jackson, who weaponised
the"spoils system."He removed
more than 919 officials ~
nearly 10 per cent of all
government postings ~ and
replaced them with his
loyalists. His famous line,

The Trumpian reckoning is not just a NB‘:‘:r:T “To the victor belong the
style of politics; it is a fundamental spoils of the enemy,” wasn't
reordering of our political life,anditsfull ~ The writer is just a political slogan; it was
implications are still unfolding before  theauthorof = a blueprint for using
our eyes. IndialIn A New  governmentjobs as atool of

The question is not whether this pattern
exists, but rather, what the long-term
consequences will be for a democracy
that has been taught a very harsh lesson
in the politics of punishment.

All of this feels unprecedented, the
sheer scope and brazenness of it. But is
it? We have to ask the historical question. Is
this an exception, or is it a recurring theme
in American history? Let's go back a couple
of centuries.

You can trace this back to the very
beginnings of the republic. Take John Adams
and the Sedition Act of 1798. That law
essentially made it a crime to criticize the
president and his Federalist Party.

Newspaper editors were put on trial, and
it was a clear attempt to use the power of
the government to silence political dissent.
The law, as some historians note, was

Key: NehruTo  political reward and
Modi. He hosts  punishment.
the podcast, Exactly. Fast-forward to
America the 20th century. Franklin
Unbound D.Roosevelt, after alandslide

victory, proposed his infamous
“court-packing plan.”

The Supreme Court had been striking
down his New Deal legislation, so he proposed
a bill to expand the Court, adding a new
justice for everyone over 70. It was a thinly
veiled attempt to dilute the power of his
conservative opponents on the bench. He
lost the legislative battle, but the threat was
enough to make the Court change its tune.

And, of course, no discussion of this topic
would be complete without Richard Nixon.
His “enemies list” is legendary. He compiled
a list of over 200 political adversaries ~
journalists, celebrities, labour leaders ~ with

Manila trying to distort postwar order

espite China's consistent efforts
toresolveits territorial disputes
with the Philippines through
peaceful dialogue and friendly
consultations, the Ferdinand Marcos Jr
government has time and again provoked
China on issues related to the South
China Sea in disregard of Beijing's
continuous display of restraint and
goodwill. By repeatedly making waves
in the waters with the help of external
forces, Manila has shown itself to be a
troublemaker jeopardizing regional security
and stability. In its latest provocation,
the Philippine Navy, in collaboration with
the armed forces of Australiaand Canada,
conducted a so-called multilateral maritime
cooperative activity in the South China
Sea on Wednesday, prompting the People's
Liberation Army Navy tobe on high alert
and conduct a cautionary patrol.
Stressing that any attempt to create
hot spots in the South China Sea will not
succeed, a spokesman for the PLA Southern
Theater Command said that Chinese
forces will resolutely defend the country's
territorial sovereignty and maritime rights.

It is noteworthy that Manila chose
Sept 3 as the day on which to stage its
latest provocation, as China held
commemorative activities including a
grand military parade in Beijing, to mark
the 80th anniversary of the victory in
the Chinese People's War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression (1931-45)
and the World Anti-Fascist War that day.
This makes the Marcos

the stated purpose of using “the available
Federal machinery to screw [our] political
enemies.” The IRS was a key tool in this
project, targeting critics with audits and
harassment.

It's a chillingly direct historical parallel.
The difference, perhaps, is not the idea of
using power to punish rivals, but the scale
and the public nature of it today. In the past,
these actions were often cloaked in legal or
administrative justifications. Today, retribution
is a central promise, a point of pride, even.

The attacks on universities, the legal suits
against the media, the raids on political
rivals ~ all of this is not an exception to
American political life.

It is, in fact, a recurring, dark vein in
American history. The pattern is clear: a
powerful leader, a personal vendetta, and
the use of the state to settle scores. The
names change, the targets change, but the
playbook is remarkably consistent.

So, while the current moment feels unique,
the historical record tells a different story.
The danger isn't that we've never seen this
before. The danger is that we have seen it
before, and we have often failed to fully
grapple with its implications until it was
almost too late.

The lesson of history is that this kind of
politicsis not an aberration; it is a temptation
that every powerful leader faces. And what
we're seeing now is a stark, public reminder
of just how easily that temptation can be
acted upon.

(Concluded)

the same year, and announced to the
world. Subsequently, China officially
issued the Location Map of the South
China Sea Islands, formalizing its legal
recovery of these islands under international
law. The postwar international order
established the basis for China's recovery
of its South China Sea islands and
resumption of it exercising sovereignty
over them. As the world marks the

government's moveextremely A Member

egregious as the Philippines
also suffered from Japanese

Of The
aggression. China's territorial
rights are supported by the A N N

CairoDeclaration 0f1943,the 2% ia wews werw
Potsdam Proclamation 0f1945,

as well as other postwar arrangements
under international law, which affirm
that China recovered Taiwan island in
October 1945, and in the following year
started the process of receiving and
reclaiming South China Seaislands such
as the Xisha and Nansha islands, which
had been seized and occupied by Japanese
aggressors. The return of the territories
to China was completed in December of

Letters To The Editor | ><editor@thestatesman.com

Finesse needed

Sir, This has reference to the article
“Positive Momentum” (5 September). The
2025 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) meeting in Tianjin was a watershed
event having wide-ranging implications for
global geopolitics. China displayed its
leadership potential, Russia qualified its
isolation since the Ukraine war, and India
established a strong voice on the world
stage. Instead of succumbing to Trump’s
unprecedented trade tariffs, the country
defended its sovereignty, displayed strategic
autonomy and resilience, and recalibrated
ties with China, Russia and Central Asian
nations. This unique diplomatic show focused
on regional security, economic and trade
cooperation, and emphasized the need to
reshape the global order through multipolar
cooperation, challenging Western-dominated
institutions.

Post the deadly 2020 Galwan clashes,
India and China resolved to reduce border

tensions, revive trade, simplify visa processes,
restore direct flights and travel links like the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, and improve
diplomatic channels.

But there are several formidable issues
that require deft navigation: Dispute over
the McMahon Line, illegal occupation of
Indian territory post 1962 war, repeated
claims over many areas in Ladakh and
Arunachal Pradesh, assertiveness along the
LAC, mistrust over Pakistan, economic
asymmetry, China’s competing interests in
the Indo-Pacific or South Asia, India’s rejection
of BRI, pro-independence stand on Taiwan
and Dalai Lama's refuge.

China is intolerant of India’s regional and
global rise. At present, the India-China
relationship appears to be on a positive
trajectory. But its further momentum depends
on the sustainability of the Modi-Xi bonhomie,
the anti-US strategic alignment, and
improvement of India-US ties amid ongoing
diplomatic engagements. In the current
global environment, India requires strategic

epaper.thestatesman.com

80th anniversary of the victory in
the war, it is pertinent to reaffirm
this historical truth. What Manila
has done, with the connivance and
encouragement of external forces,
.x» posesagrave challenge tothe postwar
international order, which risks
sparking regional instability by undermining
established international rules.

The reckless actions of Manila may
alsolead toincreased geopolitical tensions,
which will only hinder cooperation among
nations, erode trust for diplomacy and
potentially spark regional or even global
conflicts. Moreover, Manila has engaged
in provocations targeting China with
increasing frequency. Just two weeks

finesse to achieve its geopolitical and

geostrategic goals.

Yours, etc., D S Kang,
Hoshiarpur, 7 September.

Fitting

prior to the latest joint patrols, Philippine
and Australian forces teamed up in
Manila's westernmost province for a
large-scalejoint drill ~which was Canberra's
largest deployment of troops to Southeast
Asia since 1999.

Such complicity in Manila's provocations
has only emboldened the Marcos government.
Inciting and supporting Manila's irresponsible
moves are the major cause of increased
tensions that have harmed the shared
interests of countries in the region.

This hasleft China with no other choice
but to take firm and resolute countermeasures
against any provocative behavior to
safeguard its justified and legitimate
interests. In addressing maritime issues
between nations, China remains committed
to maintaining peace and stability in the
region together with neighboring countries.

% PERSONAL

THANK YOU Infant Jesus, Mother
Mary and St. Jude for hearing my pray
for Nikus safe delivery. — DS.

Sir, The article ‘A Tribute to Bhupen da,
published on 8 September 2025, contributed
by none other than our Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, would act as a tribute to the
nation, especially to the younger generation.
There could not be a better choice to write
this article on the life of a creative genius of
music who gives a call to awaken crores of
deprived souls by the side of the Ganges.

Bhupen Hazarika has shown that music
is not just for entertainment. Inspired by
Paul Robeson, he has composed several
songs in Assamese, Bengali, and Hindi
where similar notes are resonated. In a brief
space, our revered Prime Minister has paid
an excellent tribute to the genius.

Yours, etc., Ranjit Kumar Guha Roy,
Mississauga, Canada, 8 September.

Proud moment

Sir, This refers to the news report, “World
applauds Purulia’s story told by filmmaker
Anuparna Roy”, published today. This is a
great moment for our country. The journey
of Roy from growing up in the little-known
Narayanpur village in Purulia’s Neturia block
to winning the Best Director Award at the
prestigious Venice International Film Festival
is a story of admirable conquests. I'm sure
she will become an inspiration not only for
aspiring independent filmmakers but also
for people who would want to tell stories of
forgotten existence. Heartiest congratulations
to Anuparna Roy.

Yours, etc., Anupam Neogi,
Kolkata, 9 September.
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Transformative stewardship

NARENDRAMODI

oday is September 11. This

day evokes two contrasting

remembrances. The first

dates back to 1893, when
Swami Vivekananda delivered his
iconic Chicago address. With the few
words, “Sisters and Brothers of America,”
he won the hearts of thousands
present in the hall. He introduced
the timeless spiritual heritage of India
and the emphasis on universal
brotherhood to the world stage. The
second is the gruesome 9/11 attacks,
when this very principle came under
attack thanks to the menace of
terrorism and radicalism.

There is something else about this
day which is noteworthy. Today is
the birthday of a personality who,
inspired by the principle of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam, has dedicated his entire
life to societal transformation and
strengthening the spirit of harmony
and fraternity. For lakhs of people
associated with the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, he s respectfully
referred to as Param Pujya
Sarsanghchalak. Yes, I am referring
to Shri Mohan Bhagwat Ji, whose
75th birthday is, incidentally, falling
inthe same year when the RSS marks
its centenary. I would like to convey
my best wishes to him and pray for
his long and healthy life.

My association with Mohan Ji’s
family has been very deep. I have
had the good fortune of working
closely with Mohan Ji’s father, the
late Madhukarrao Bhagwat Ji.Thave
written extensively about him in my
book, Jyotipunj. Along with his
association with the legal world, he
devoted himself to nation-building.
He played a pivotal role in strengthening
the RSS across Gujarat. Such was
Madhukarrao Ji’s passion towards
nation-building that it groomed his
son, Mohanrao, to work towards

India’s regeneration. It is as if
Parasmani Madhukarrao prepared
another Parasmani in Mohanrao.

Mohan Ji became a Pracharak in
the mid-1970s. Upon hearing the
word ‘Pracharak’,one may mistakenly
think it refers to someone who is
simply doing Prachar or campaigning,
propagating ideas. But, those familiar
with the working of the RSSunderstand
that the Pracharak tradition is at the
core of the organisation’s work. Over
the last hundred years, thousands of
young people, inspired by a patriotic
zeal, have left their homes and families
to dedicate their lives to realising the
mission of India First.

His early years in the RSS coincided
with a very dark period of Indian
history. This was the time the draconian
Emergency was imposed by the then
Congress government. For every
person who cherished democratic
principles and wanted India to prosper,
it was natural to strengthen the
anti-Emergency movement. This is
exactly what Mohan Ji and countless
RSS Swayamsevaks did. He worked
extensively in rural and backward
areas of Maharashtra, especially
Vidarbha. This shaped his
understanding of the challenges
faced by the poor and downtrodden.

Over the years, Bhagwat Ji held
various positions in the RSS. He
performed each and every one of
those duties with great dexterity.
Mohan Ji’s years as the head of the
Akhil Bharatiya Sharirik Pramukh
during the 1990s are still fondly
remembered by many Swayamsevaks.
During this period, he spent
considerable time working in the
villages of Bihar. These experiences
further deepened his connection with
grassrootsissues.In2000,hebecame
the Sarkaryawah and here too, he
brought his unique way of working,
handling the most complex of
situations with ease and precision.

In 2009, he became the
Sarsanghchalak and continues to
work with great vibrancy.

Being Sarsanghchalak is more than
an organisational responsibility.
Extraordinary individuals have
defined this role through personal
sacrifice, clarity of purpose and
unshakable commitment to Maa
Bharti. Mohan Ji, in addition to doing
full justice to the enormity of the
responsibility, has also brought to it
his own strength, intellectual depth
and empathetic leadership, all of
which is inspired by the principle of
Nation First.

If T can think of two attributes
Mohan Ji has held close to his heart
and imbibed in his work style, they
are continuity and adaptation. He
has always steered the organisation
through very complex currents, never
compromising on the core ideology
we are all proud of and at the same
time addressing the evolving needs
of society. He has a natural connect
with the youth and thus has always
focussed on integrating more
youngsters with the Sangh Parivar.
He is often seen engaging in public
discourse and interacting with people,
which has been very beneficial in
today’s dynamic and digital world.

Broadly speaking, Bhagwat Ji’s
tenure will be considered the most
transformative period in the 100-year
journey of the RSS. From the change
in uniform to the modifications in
the Shiksha Vargs (training camps),
several significant changes occurred
under his leadership.

I particularly remember his efforts
during the Covid period, when
humanity battled a once-in-a-lifetime
pandemic. In those times, continuing
the traditional RSS activities became
challenging. Mohan Ji suggested
increased usage of technology. In the
context of the global challenges, he
remained connected with global

perspectives while developing
institutional frameworks.

At that time, all Swayamsevaks
made every possible effort to reach
out to those in need, while ensuring
the safety of themselves and others.
Medical camps were organised in
several places. We also lost many of
our hardworking Swayamsevaks, but
such was theinspiration of Mohan Ji
that their determination never wavered.

Earlier this year, during the
inauguration of the Madhav Netra
Chikitsalaya in Nagpur, T had remarked
that the RSS is like an Akshayavat,
an eternal banyan tree that energises
the national culture and collective
consciousness of our nation. The
roots of this Akshayavat are deep
and strong because they are anchored
invalues. The dedication with which
Mohan Bhagwat Ji has committed
himself to nurturing and advancing
these values is truly inspirational.

Another admirable quality of Mohan
Ji’'s personality is his soft-spoken
nature. Heis blessed with an exceptional
ability to listen. This trait ensures a
deeper perspective and also brings a
sense of sensitivity and dignity to
his persona and leadership.

Here, I also want to write about
the keen interest he has always shown
towards various mass movements.
From Swachh Bharat Mission to Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao, he always urges
the entire RSS family to add vigour
through these movements. In order
to further social well-being, Mohan
Ji has given the ‘Panch Parivartan,
which includes social harmony, family
values, environmental awareness,
national selfhood and civic duties.
These can inspire Indians from all
walks of life. Every Swayamsevak
dreams of seeing a strong and prosperous
nation. To realise this dream, what is
required is both clear vision and
decisive action. Mohan Ji embodies
both these qualities in abundance.

L

He has always been a strong votary
of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’, a
firm believer in India’s diversity and
the celebration of so many different
cultures and traditions that are a part
of our land.

Beyond his busy schedule, Mohan
Ji has always found time to pursue
passions like music and singing.
Few people know that he is very
versatile in various Indian musical
instruments. His passion for reading
can be seen in several of his speeches
and interactions.

This year, in a few days from now,
the RSS will turn 100. It is also a
pleasant coincidence that this year,
Vijaya Dashami, Gandhi Jayanti, Lal
Bahadur Shastri Jayanti and the RSS
centenary celebrations are on the
same day. It will be a historic milestone
for lakhs of people associated with
the RSS in India and the world. And,
we have a very wise and hardworking
Sarsanghchalak in Mohan Ji, steering
the organisation in these times. I will
conclude by saying that Mohan Ji is
a living example of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam, showing that when
werise above boundaries and consider
everyone as our own, it strengthens
trust, brotherhood and equality in
society. I once again wish Mohan Ji
a long and healthy life in service of
Maa Bharti.

The writer is Prime Minister of India.

BASAB DASGUPTA

neof the questions everyone

faced during my high-school

years was "Do you remember

where you were when you
heard that John F Kennedy was shot?"
A similar question in this century
was "Do you remember where you
were, when you first heard about the
twin towers in New York being hit by
planes piloted by terrorists?"

I vividly remember where [ was. [
was in Torreon, Mexico, working at
a manufacturing plant owned by
RCA, on a temporary assignment.
RCA, originally an American company,
was later bought by Thomson, a
French multinational.

It was a normal morning. I parked
my car at my designated spot and
started to walk towards the main
entrance. It was around eight o'clock.
One of my colleagues, Jaime, had
gonetotheairportto pickup aFrench
engineer coming to provide technical
support on some equipment. Jaime
and this engineer were walking a few
steps behind me. Jaime told me in
an excited voice "Basab, did you hear
about the planes striking the World
Trade buildings in New York? There
were two planes and both towers
were hit. I saw the second tower
being hit as they were showing the
video of the damage to the first tower".

I gave him a blank stare. None of
this made any sense. Jaime repeated
some of the same statements and
then said, "let us go to Francisco's
office and watch on TV". Francisco
was the plant manager. He and his

Memories

staff members and T huddled around
the TV.It was an unbelievable scene.
I was shocked, horrified, angry and
almost numb at what I was seeing,
Thenreports started to come in about
a hit on the Pentagon by a plane and
another plane crashing in Pennsylvania.

I immediately made two phone
calls — one to my ex-wife Swapna
and one to my daughter Runa (not
real names) who were both in California.
It was shortly after 6 a.m. in California
and I woke Swapna up to give the
bad news, urging her to turn the TV
on. I remember her saying "Oh my
God, they are destroying the Pentagon"
as she was watching TV and crying,
I did not get hold of Runa at her
Stanford dormitory. Swapnatold me
that Runa was in D.C.! I could not
believeit. Runa had a history of often
being in the most dangerous places.

One year she spent an "alternate
spring break" in the infamous "skid
row" of Los Angeles, to understand
the homeless and other destitute
people with major emotional, physical
and addiction problems who live
there. Later, she went to Sri Lanka to
help the tsunami victims. She was in
D.C. to organize an AIDS walk. I was
worried sick. I just wanted to hug
Runa and Swapna as well.

The most heart-sinking and
stomach-churning moment came
when the first tower simply sank to
the ground amid a huge cloud of
smoke and debris. I was hoping
against hope that we would be able
to repair the towers by rebuilding
the upper twenty or so floors. Now it
became clear that both towers would

eventually be flattened. I remembered
our ferry ride to the Statue of Liberty
when we visited New York in 1988
and the view of the Manhattan skyline
from the ferry. The twin towers were
standing there as a majestic symbol
of glory and prosperity of the nation.

Swapna was able to contact Runa;
she was in a building only a couple
of miles from the Pentagon. Swapna
instructed Runa toimmediately take
atrain from the nearest metro station
and gointo Virginia. Swapna’s brother,
who lived in Reston, Virginia near
D.C., picked her up from there. Runa
stayed with her uncle for two days.
Eventually she got back to California
by taking several short hop flights,
avoiding large planes and large cities.

I felt miserable. I lost my appetite
and probably my zest for life as well.
My fear was that the US government
was going to close the border, and I
would not be able to go back home
anytime soon. I realized how much I
loved my adopted country and how
much I missed it. This entire Mexico
experience seemed meaningless. It
was not even clear how Mexicans
felt about what was going on. I sensed
almost a hidden glee in some of the
folks; as if they were saying "see, the
US is not that invincible after all". T
watched the rerun of 9/11 morning
events on TV for several days.

Itold both my French boss in Paris
and Francisco that I needed to go to
California at the earliest opportunity
just toretain my sanity. They understood
and did not object. The opportunity
came two weeks later. I combined
the trip with some official business

in the LA area. The security check
even at the small Torreon airport
was rigorous. They searched everything
in my suitcase, threw away a tube of
toothpaste and asked me all sorts of
questions. The AeroMexico flight
arrived at LAX around the scheduled
time of 10 p.m. The Customs and
Immigration check lines were a lot
longer. Fortunately, I was going to
spend the night at a hotel near the
airport because my meeting the next
day was in the LA area. By the time I
reached my hotel room, the David
Letterman show was on TV.

It was so good to see his face and
so comforting to listen to him. I
cannot explain how happy I was to
be back in California. I just rolled
over the comfortable bed while tightly
holding the pillows and breathing
the air of freedom. I knew that no
terrorist would be able to deprive us
of our values and our freedom.

Idid not want to go back to Torreon.
However, the stock market had just
collapsed, and the future was uncertain;
I could not just walk away from a
secure high paying job. It is fair to
say that the event changed me forever.
On the one hand I realized how
fortunate we were toliveina country

of a horrific day

Rl il

like the USA, but at the same time I
was shocked by the hatred of others
against us and what they would do
to destroy our lives. I became more
philosophical, more cynical and
probably more apathetic. It was a
time for soul searching. The whole
idea of working for corporations
which made money by exploiting
people of other countries for cheap
labour made me ashamed of my
career. 9/11 put an end to my carefree
travel. The security checks at the
airport became adrag. Banon carrying
liquids in carry-on luggage meant
bags with wine, perfume bottles etc.,
purchased overseas had tobe checked
in. Any co-passenger from a Middle
Eastern country introduced an element
of severe anxiety. The scrutiny during
US-bound flights at some foreign
airports was even stricter.

Osama not only destroyed the twin
towers; he shattered the free spirit of
being an American. I remained with
Thomson for another year and a half
but never worked in a corporate job
after that. Even to this date, I feel
that a part of me was lost that day.

(The writer, a physicist who worked in industry and
academia, is a Bengali settled in America.)
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ACROSS market with ever- 24 Marking certainly 3 Say working men 14 Mime artist
rising prices stops poet must lead state clutches belly,
Hero potentially 4) working (7) (6) absorbing one in
good to czar 14 Half four at lido, 25 Refuse roubles 4 Nothing character
catching virus (6,7) train regularly with Onegin brought to happening? Close (3,6)

8 Rich ruler caught

and hung in (1,8)

greater confidence

reorganisation (5- 17 People reportedly

the west (7)
26 Nice bloody vodka 5
for one true love

(3,2)

Play’ s opening
leaves playwright

15 Too ambitious
removing clothing,
lovers agree,
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as the worst time good, born during

2

Coach shortened

10 Stoppage of tram

(5) Christmas (5) odds saddling maybe ill-starred,
13 In reverse of 22 Lingerie on bed in thoroughbred involving 1Ac
normality, a bear Durham? (9) (9) (7,6)

2) unable to speak (7,6) bound to meddle shivering (9)

9 Idiot and ice freely, Nijinsky (9) 16 Peg on a boat,
largely doing for among others (9) DOWN 6 See about skinning Dicky to help at
this (7) 18 Elite in revolution cats; approach home (5,3)

11 Bad atmosphere deprived of a 1 Pen sad epic novel gradually (6,2) 19 Arranged upper
when publisher valuable estate? about 1Ac’ s 26, 7 That hurt, limits on losing
punches fellow (4) leading character Glaswegian love? (6)
publisher? (3-6) 20 Millionaire leaving suffering this hooligan admitted 21 Gloomy book to

12 Purge one recalled his estate for fate? (13) (5) exfiltrate for

publication (5)

23 Russian agreed
communist rose to
the challenge (5)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

The jute market in Calcutta appears to have
settled down to the position generally indicated
by the official forecast. The forecast may or may
not be accurate in detail, but it is admitted that
the crop is going to be a short one, and the main
question to be determined is, who is going to
feel the pinch? Most of the Dundee mills are
privately owned, and these together with their
German competitors, could if they pleased cut
the Gordian knot of high prices by closing down.
In that case prices would fall and Calcutta mills
would be able to replenish their stocks at alower
costthanis open to them at the present moment.
They must, however, go on working whatever
happens; and if the crop turns out to be as short
as is feared, and if consumption of jute abroad
is not checked, the local mills will simply have
to buy jute and pay for it, so to say, through the
nose. There is, however, many a slip between
the cup of an official forecast and the lip of a
completed jute season.

News Items

ABOLISHING SLAVERY

BRITISH PROPOSALS
FOR LEAGUE

Geneva, Sept.

Viscount Cecil on behalf of Britain, unexpectedly
submitted to-day, at a League Committee meeting,
proposals for the eventual abolition of slavery,
including domestic slavery, in all parts of the
world. No serious objections were raised, but
the Portuguese and other delegates emphasized
the importance of not moving too rapidly. It is
understood that the proposals are regarded as
the most important of their kind since the
Brussels Act of 1890. They provide for severe
punishment for anyone attempting to engage in
slave traffic in any signatory State and assimilate
slave-trading with piracy. They further lay down
that a slave boat shall be treated as a pirate
vessel. —Reuter.

STRIKERS SENT TO PRISON

STRONG ACTION IN
AUSTRALIA

Melbourne, Sept

Legal processes are active in connexion with
the shipping strike. Sixty-four of the crew of the
steamer Ascanius, at Adelaide, were sentenced
to-day to a fortnight’s imprisonment. Three
hundred warrants of arrest have been issued at
Melbourne, and 89 at Sydney, when the liner
Mongolia today sailed punctually.—Reuter.

FLIGHT TO NORTH POLE

CAPT. AMUNDSEN’S
NEW AIRSHIP

Oslo, Sept.

Details of Capt. Amundsen’s Polar Flight in
1926 have been given by Lieutenant Riiser
Larsen, who was second-in-command of the
Amundsen Expedition last summer. He says
that Capt. Amundsen has bought for £15,000
a semi-rigid airship from the Italian Government.
The airshipis fitted with three engines capable
of doing 115 kilometres an hour, and has a
cruising speed of 80 miles an hour. The crew
will consist of sixteen, including Capt. Amundsen;
Ellsworth; who had secured half the capital
from America; the Italian, Colonel Nobile, Riiser
Larsen and other Italians and Norwegians. It
is planned to start from King’ Bay thence across
the North Pole to Alaska. The airship will be
ready by Christmas and trials will begin in the
New Year.—Reuter’s Special Service.

SETTLEMENT BASIS

OWNERS REJECT
THE PROPOSAL

Cape Town, Sept

The Union Castle Line, on behalf of the shipowners,
has declined to agree to the suggested basis of
settlement, namely the postponement of the
reduction of wages for six months pending the
official inquiry in Britain into the existing machinery
for representation of seamen of the Maritime Board,
in view of the agreement with the Maritime
Board.—Reuter.
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The past cannot be cured
Elizabeth I

s

Series of ED raids
expose Goa’s
dark underbelly

and-grab and fraud cases are making headlines once again in

Goa. On Wednesday, the Directorate of Enforcement (ED) un-

earthed an illegal land-grabbing racket worth over Rs 1,200

crore. What makes this case shocking is the fact that the ac-

cused illegally mutated more than 3.5 lakh sq mts of prime Co-
munidade lands in Anjuna, Assagao, and other parts of Goa. On Tues-
day, coastal Anjuna and Assagao were in the news as ED swooped
down on several individuals simultaneously at multiple locations,
including the residence of an Anjuna panchayat member and the resi-
dence and office of a businessman over land-fraud charges.

The reality that land worth crores has been wrongfully acquired,
sold, and concealed through falsified genealogies and altered records
points to a systemic issue rooted in collaboration with “insiders”.
Prima facie, the loopholes in the mutation and ownership processes
stand exposed. The recent raids have, to a large extent, exposed Goa’s
dark underbelly, but in the process, the systemic flaws have also been
exposed. These raids not only highlight the extent of corruption but
also raise crucial concerns regarding the effectiveness of law enforce-
ment and the pressing need to fast-track justice delivery.

The ED’s earlier crackdown was on financial fraud involving coun-
terfeit gold items, loan scams totalling Rs 2.63 crore, and extensive
money laundering connected to gambling and casino activities. The
agency also detected fake gold ornaments, where white metal was
coated to mimic gold. The complex trail of loans secured through the
pledging of fake gold, with funds diverted to various organisations,
shows how well-knit the network is. The apprehension of a legisla-
tor tied to casino-related betting operations, alongside the seizure of
cash, foreign currency, and properties, further exposes how deeply
these unlawful activities are interwoven into Goa’s socio-economic
framework.

What becomes evident from these operations is a trend of auda-
cious fraud, frequently shielded by a network of local land mafias,
political collusion, and corrupt officials. The “insider” holds the key
to such dubious deals, as past cases have shown. Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant last month stated that six government officials had been
arrested in land fraud cases, including Mamlatdars, Sub-Registrars,
and personnel from the Department of Archaeology. The SIT regis-
tered 30 cases and arrested a total of 75 individuals, including 12 re-
peat offenders, as of August 2025. If we may recall, in 2023, the SIT
arrested a retired Canacona sub-registrar for his alleged role in a mul-
ti-crore land fraud.

On the flip side, numerous accused land grabbers and fraudsters
have enjoyed a sense of immunity for years, with cases dragging on,
thereby allowing them relief. This chronic delay undermines public
faith in the justice system vis-a-vis land grab cases, fosters a sense
of powerlessness among genuine landowners, and fails to set de-
terrents. The scale of land-related issues that are unresolved accen-
tuates the urgent need for judicial reforms. Establishing fast-track
courts dedicated specifically to land disputes, financial crimes, and
property fraud could give meaning to this crackdown. Only through
the swift resolution of these cases can public confidence be reinstated
and the cycle of land-grabbing disrupted.

Lastly, the government must prioritise the digitisation of land re-
cords, introduce stringent verification procedures, and enhance
transparency in property transactions. The systemic gaps that ena-
ble fraudsters to manipulate land records—such as absentee owners,
accommodating notaries, and compromised revenue offices—must
be closed through modern technology and vigilant monitoring. The
current developments serve as a crucial reminder that merely un-
earthing fraud and arresting individuals are not enough. These make
good headlines. The unlawful activities will persist and erode our so-
cio-economic structure if we don’t introspect and fill the gaps.
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CM must face hard truths
on Goa’s real future

n the opposition to the IIT project at Codar in Shiroda, Goa CM Dr Pra-
Omod Sawant, while criticising the protests, said, “Think of the future of

our children.” This struck a chord with me, as I am sure it did with many
parents. But I question the sincerity of his words. Why does this concern not
arise when he and his ministers are allowing illegalities to take place? On an-
other point, if the CM is so confident about bringing the IIT to Goa (and while I
agree in principle with the idea of an IIT, Goans have genuine concerns which
his government refuses to acknowledge), then why not propose setting it up in
his own constituency Sanquelim? Let the people in his power base decide. That
may reveal some hard truths which the CM and his colleagues may finally be
forced to face.

ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

Thursday September 11, 2025

A citizenship test many Indians may not pass

PM announced the launch of a “high-powered demography” mission
but did not clarify how the mission would work

3The writerisa
senior independ-
ent Mumbai-based
journalist

—

ALl CHOUGULE

month, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi warned the nation of a “grave
concern and challenge”, which he ex-
plained “is part of a deliberate conspira-
cy” to alter the demography of the coun-
try. Obviously, he was referring to the
issue of illegal immigrants. “Seeds of a
new crisis are being sown. These infil-

I n his Independence Day speech last

trators are snatching the livelihoods of

our youth. These infiltrators are target-
ing our sisters and daughters. This will
not be tolerated.” To tackle this “new
crisis” in the making, the PM announced
the launch of a “high-powered demogra-
phy” mission but did not clarify how the
mission would work. However, it is not
difficult to figure out its modus operandi
from past events, recent developments,

and disparate actions already underway

in parts of the country against “suspect-
ed infiltrators”.

The question of “infiltrators” is a highly

emotive and contentious issue that keeps
echoing in a play-pause-play repeat cycle
every now and then, particularly during
elections. While it is a problem that needs
to be tackled in accordance with the law,
the alarmist claims made by right-wing
politicians about India becoming a home
of alleged Bangladeshi and Rohingya in-
filtrators are not backed by government
data. Although the incentive to promote
the infiltrators’ narrative suits the majori-
tarian discourse, there is a perceptible rise
in the harassment, humiliation, and cur-
tailment of the basic rights to life and live-
lihood of Bengali-speaking migrant labour
working in some of the BJP-ruled states.
The hounding and dubbing of Benga-
li-speaking individuals as “Bangladesh-
is” and “illegal immigrants” implies that
they are not citizens of India. Their strug-
gle to look for documents that might pro-
tect their vote and existence as Indians is
upending many lives and tearing apart
families. Finding their citizenship chal-
lenged, their quest for an identity and
nationality is a pillar-to-post nightmare.

As many of them face the prospects of

being reduced to second-class citizens or
stripped of citizenship altogether, some
of the current battles over citizenship
have reached the courts. However, if re-
cent court observations are anything to go
by, the very documents these people are
trying to collect to prove their citizenship
may be of limited or of no use. The Bihar

SIR, for example, makes it obvious.

Take the case of Babu Abdul Rauf
Sardar, a man accused of illegally en-
tering India from Bangladesh and forg-
ing documents to claim citizenship.
The Bombay High Court’s recent ruling
in his case is loud and clear: “Merely
having documents such as an Aadhaar
card, PAN card or Voter ID does not, by
itself, make someone a citizen of India.”
These documents, Justice Amit Borkar
said, are for identification or accessing
services, not for establishing national-
ity under the Citizenship Act, 1955. On
the same day, the Supreme Court also
backed the Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) in the Bihar SIR case, stating,
“Aadhaar cannot be accepted as ‘con-
clusive proof of citizenship’ and must
be independently verified.”

Babu Abdul Rauf’s case is one
among many of suspected immigrants
living in slums, facing eviction, and
getting desperate to prove they are In-
dians. Courts may be justified in invok-
ing stringent conditions on infiltrators,
but government agencies or constitu-
tional institutions like the ECI are im-
posing those conditions on all ordinary
Indians. This raises an important ques-
tion: what documents are needed to
prove citizenship? Since to be a voter,
one needs to be a citizen, where does
one find evidence about one’s Indian
citizenship? The government has so
far not specified what documents will
be accepted to prove citizenship. This
makes millions of poor and disadvan-
taged people face the citizenship test,
which many may not pass.

In the h.ght In a reply to a question by a Lok Sab-
of the Bihar ha MP on August 5 relating to identity
development, ;:ards needid ash“admissible proof”
or citizenship, the government’s re-

whenever the sponse was: “The Citizenship Act, 1955,
PTOC9§S of SIR as amended in 2004, provides that the
is carried out central government may compulsorily
in other states, register every citizen of India and issue
there is a po- anational identity card to him. The pro-
. e p cedure for the same has been laid down
tential risk of in the Citizenship (Registration of Cit-
many Indians izensi and Issue of National Identity
: : - Card) Rules, 2003.” A week later, anoth-
!osmg I?:SeerOt er Lok Sabha member asked the gov-
. Ingrig I ernment to specify the documents re-

quired to prove Indian citizenship. The
government refrained from specifying
valid IDs for citizenship, saying, “The
citizenship of India is governed under
the provisions of the Citizenship Act,
1955, and the rules made thereunder.”

Leave aside the alleged illegal immi-
grants’ issue for a moment. If the state
suspects you are not a citizen and the
law places the burden on you to prove
otherwise, what is the gold standard of
citizenship proof if one does not have a
birth certificate? When the government
does not accept its own identity docu-
ments like Aadhaar, PAN and Voter ID,
and the National Identity Card that it
spoke about in Parliament does not ex-
ist, it is surprising that the government
has not clarified what makes a citizen.
The government has not created a
single, secure ID that proves citizen-
ship but still demands evidence that it
knows many Indians cannot provide. It
is a surprise that after 78 years, India
is still undecided on how to define its
own citizens.

Aadhaar was supposed to be the
key to everything and is mandatory
for practically a lot of things—from
opening a bank account and renting
or buying a house to filing income tax.
The same government that pushed
Aadhaar as proof of existence and de-
fended it hard in the SC for sustaining
the “unique identity” system is now
saying it is not proof of citizenship.
Then there is the Voter ID that has been
the heartbeat of India’s electoral pro-
cess for decades but now is not good
enough to get you on the voter list. The
same goes for the PAN card. Only 2.5
per cent of Indians have passports, just
14.7 per cent have matriculation certif-
icates, and it is difficult to guess how
many Indians have birth certificates.
The ECI’s own data, presented in court,
shows that most Indians lack these
documents. This means millions out
of the 95 crore voters face uncertainty
over their national identity.

In the light of the Bihar develop-
ment, whenever the process of SIR is
carried out in other states, there is a
potential risk of many Indians losing
their voting rights. —FP]
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Is this not desecration?

Recently, the feast of ‘Our Lady of
Vailankanni’ was celebrated across Goa.
The faithful had also turned up in large
numbers to pray to the Virgin Mary at the
Maria Hall crossroads in Benaulim. After
the feast, a large amount of trash, in-
cluding snack packets, polythene bags,
polystyrene cups, etc., was found strewn
behind the shrine.

This not only exhibits a lack of civic
sense amongst the citizenry but also
amounts to the desecration of a holy
place. They say, “Cleanliness is next to
Godliness,” but in this case, the oppo-
site holds true. Very sad and avoidable.

REKHA SARIN TREHAN, Benaulim

Standing through car sunroof
not cool but dangerous

Avideo that has gone viral on social
media shows a boy standing through the
sunroof of a moving car in Bengaluru,
striking his head on an overhead barrier
and reportedly suffering a serious head
injury. Sunroofs, a feature available in
luxury cars, are used to improve the driv-
ing experience by allowing in fresh air for
ventilation and natural light, and provid-
ing an alternative to open windows.
However, misuse of sunroofs can be
hazardous as it is fraught with danger. It
is observed that in India many parents
allow their children to stand out of the
sunroof just for fun. Such a stunt from

a moving car can lead to small stones
hitting the face, including the eyes. Then
there is the risk of bodily harm in case
the moving car is forced to come to an
abrupt halt.

Celebrities and politicians campaigning
during elections are also to be blamed
for such behaviour. They poke them-
selves out of sunroofs to greet their fans
and supporters. Common people try to
imitate theiridols. Standing through

Power Dept must stop exploiting consumers

It is shameful that people in Goa cannot pay their electricity bills
online because the electricity department’s website has been
down for the last four months. Citizens are forced to stand in
long queues while the government keeps talking about “Digital
India”. Instead of fixing the issue, the electricity department
keeps making new rules that burden the public. Streetlights are
often left on all day, wasting energy, while many others do not
work at all. Yet, in the name of “development”, the government
is draining the pockets of the common man. Everything is taxed
and paid for with public money, but the credit is taken by the
electricity department, the government of Goa, and politicians.
Even during billing, if a dog happens to be at a house, the bill
collector marks “DP” (dog present) and enters random readings,
often raising the bill amount unfairly. When will the people of
Goa be free from such harassment? The electricity department
should fix the online bill payment problem without delay and
stop exploiting the public for basic facilities.

RONNIE DSOUZA, Chandor

a sunroof is not at all cool but a road
safety nuisance and an invitation to dis-
aster. Such acts are completely illegal
and the owner of the vehicle can face
imprisonment for endangering the lives
of passengers.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco

Too little too late

Nine years ago, Modi introduced GST
(Good and Simple Tax according to him)
at the stroke of midnight and expected

that Indians would celebrate it as Free- Send your
dom 2.0. Cut to 2025, he has pencilled letters to us
in so-called ‘reforms’ in the tax system. :
Meanwhile, GST has, over the course at edltor@
of a decade, destroyed the job-creating thEgoan-nEt-
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Letters must
(MSME) sector. A battered country will be 150-200
not be gung-ho about a situation where words and
more than 9o crore out of a total of 148 .

crore people are barely surviving on mgntlon the
government dole. writer’s name
Will this, our third freedom after the and location

first two in 1947 and 2017, make Indians
jump with joy? It increasingly appears
that these measures are only clever
minor tweaks done with an eye on the
upcoming Bihar elections, as the overall
impact is going to be barely Rs 48,000
crore; just clever accounting and window
dressing at best. We have yet to see
whether companies pass on the benefits
to the common man or resort to fatten-
ing their bottom lines. These ‘historic’
reforms are going to make hardly any
difference to our economy or consumer
spending. Itis too little, too late, the
patientis already dead. But hey, let’s
hail this as yet another masterstroke in
Amritkaal.

VINAY DWIVEDI, Benaulim

Nepal crisis and the waming
signs for India

The crisis in neighbouring Nepal should
undoubtedly and seriously ring alarm
bells in our country. Earlier, it was the
uprising in Bangladesh which threw the
country into chaos. Your Editorial gives
good insight into the present situation
in Nepal and also throws light on the
implications for our own country.

There is seemingly wide discontent in
our country in recent times over burning
issues like inflation, rising prices of
commodities, vegetables, medicines,
unemployment, pollution, etc., which
continue to seemingly remain on the
back burner.

Rather, our politicians get into unim-
portantissues. Your Editorial has also
given good insight into the importance
and impact social media platforms

like WhatsApp, X, etc., can have in any
country. Social media has the power to
change things because it has a wide
reach. One only wishes we could bring
about positive change in the country
through social media.

MELVILLE X D’SOUZA, Mumbai
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62% believe that Congress and SP run out of issues

WWW.THEDAILYGUARDIAN.COM

THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON NEPAL POLITICAL CRISIS

38% believe Nepal will form a new government
despite post-coup violence.

The survey on Nepal’s political crisis reveals deep concerns
about instability. 56% believe military rule will continue
despite the coup, while 52% blame corruption for recur-

Before Rahul Gandhi’s two-day Rae
Bareli visit, banners depicting oppo-
sition leaders as deities sparked con-

troversy. The posters, installed by SP  Gandhi as Vishnu, and Akhilesh Ya-
leader Rahul Nirmal Baghi, labeled dav as Mahesh. This move triggered
Tejashwi Yadav as Brahma, Rahul intense political debates.

ring turmoil. Opinions are divided on foreign influence,
but 55% think India’s regional role will be affected. Nota-
bly, 57% see Nepal’s Gen-Z protests shaping history.

01.»

Is the ‘Kalyug ke
Bhagwan’ posterin Rae
Bareli a political stunt?

Yes, absolutely

[ Absolutely not
[ Can'tsay

'/ 37%

0% 10%

Yes, absolutely

20% 30%

Not at all

40%

50% 60%

Cannot say

53%

<402

Is the political controversy
over SP supporter’s
poster justified?

Q3.

Have Congress and SP
run out of issues?

Yes, absolutely

Absolutely not

%

Can't say

30%
20%

10%

Yes, absolutely

28%

Absolutely not

15%

Can’t say
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Has the India Bloc's
‘vote theft’ issue
lost steam?

01.»>

Even after the coup, violence
continues in Nepal. What
will be the future?

38%

A new government will be

formed

56%

Military rule will continue

6%

/

Can’t say

Why are coups in Nepal following the same
pattern asin India’s neighborhood?

[ Corruption is a major reason

B Influence of foreign powers

[ Cannotsay

Did the coup in Nepal
happen at the behest
of foreign powers?

V

10%

[0 Yes, absolutely

7 Notatall

30% 40%

43%

50% 60%

[ Cannot say

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

Yes, absolutely

41%

Not at all

Will the recent coup in Nepal

4%

5

Can’t say

affect India’s political and
diplomatic influence in
neighboring countries?

Radhakrishnan to take oath on Sept 12 Nepal boils against corruption

CONTINUED FROM P1

preme Court judge Justice
B. Sudershan Reddy, who
secured 300 votes.

Announcing the result,
Rajya Sabha Secretary Gen-
eral and Returning Officer
PC Mody said that 767 out
of 781 MPs cast their votes,
marking a turnout 0of98.2%.
Of these, 752 ballots were
valid, while 15 were invalid,
lowering the required ma-
jority to 377 first-preference
votes.

While the NDA had the
support of 427 MPs on pa-

per, it also received backing
from 11 MPs of the YSRCP.
Interestingly, Radhakrish-
nan secured 14 votes more
than expected, prompting
speculation of cross-voting
from the Opposition.
Following the announce-
ment of results, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
congratulated CP Rad-
hakrishnan and expressed
confidence in his leadership.
“Congratulations to Thiru
CP Radhakrishnan Ji on
winning the 2025 Vice Pres-
idential election. His life has
always been devoted to serv-

ing society and empowering
the poor and marginalised.
I am confident that he will
be an outstanding VP, who
will strengthen our Consti-
tutional values and enhance
Parliamentary discourse,”
the Prime Minister wrote
on X.

Furthermore, 13 MPs
abstained from voting in
the election. These include
seven MPs from the Biju
Janata Dal (BJD), four from
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS), one MP from the Shi-
romani Akali Dal (SAD) and
one Independent MP.

Ex-C]J Sushila tipped to lead govt
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to step down, triggering
the need for an interim
administration. As per
sources, restrictive orders
have been issued nation-
wide, and a curfew re-
mains in place until 6 AM
Thursday. The names of
Sushila Karki, Kathmandu
Mayor Balendra Shah, and
former electricity board
CEO Kulman Ghising are
reportedly being consid-
ered by the protesting
youth-led “Gen Z” move-
ment to lead a caretaker
government. Local media
reports indicate that Karki
has gained strong support

from this group.

In a statement, the army
said the measures were ne-
cessitated to curb possible
incidents of looting, arson,
and other destructive ac-
tivities “under the guise of
agitation”.

The army warned that
any form of demonstra-
tions, vandalism, arson,
or attacks on individuals
and property during the
restrictive period would
be treated as criminal
acts and dealt with ac-
cordingly. Kathmandu’s
Tribhuvan International
Airport resumed opera-
tions Wednesday evening,

24 hours after it was shut
down due to escalating
protests.

The Gen Z-led protest,
which erupted on Septem-
ber 8, began in Kathman-
du and quickly spread to
major cities like Pokhara,
Butwal, and Birgunj. The
protests were triggered by
a government ban on major
social media platforms, cit-
ing tax and cybersecurity
concerns. The movement,
driven primarily by stu-
dents and young citizens, is
demanding greater trans-
parency, accountability,
and an end to political fa-
voritism.

Allies must be open to new ties
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parties will have to work
for that. He even maintained
that during the seat sharing
talks, the seats need to be
divided in such a way that
good and strong seats as
well as weak seats also go in
all alliance partners quota to
work strongly.

The Congress also main-
tained that it has asked the
block level organisations
to share the names of the
probable candidates with
the party state leadership by

September 14 and then state
election committee will have
ameeting on September 16.

Allavaru said that the
first formal meeting of the
Screening Committee will
take place on September 19.

Allavaru, while responding
to a question on if Tejashwi
Yadav is the chief ministerial
candidate for Bihar, said that
the people of the state will
elect their new chief minister
in the polls.

The party leaders also
maintained that soon the
party will come out with

the joint manifesto for Bihar.

A party leader maintained
that the Congress has already
formed the Manifesto Com-
mittee three months ago.

The party leader said that
the joint manifesto is being
given the final touch and af-
ter that a joint campaign will
belaunched on all the 243 as-
sembly seats in the state.

The Congress in the last as-
sembly polls had contested
on 70 out of 243 assembly
seats in 2020. The Congress
had managed to win 19 seats
in 2020 assembly polls.
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But this rebellion is not just
because of a social media
ban. It is the spark from
years of built-up corruption,
favouritism, and economic
inequality that is now trying
to burn the whole country.
Let’s take a deep look at the
real reasons for this rebel-
lion, the forces behind it,
and Nepal’s future.

The roots of the rebellion
are deep in Nepal’s politi-
cal and economic system.
Corruption has spread like
an epidemic in the country.
According to Transparency
International reports, Nepal
is one of the most corrupt
countries in Asia. Political
leaders and their families
treat government resources
like their own property. For
example, the recent Pokhara
Airport scam and fake refu-
gee scandal made headlines.
Billions of dollars in govern-
ment money were stolen, but

no action was taken against
the guilty. The young gen-
eration, especially Gen-Z, is
fed up with this inequality.
Unemployment rate is over
20 percent, and millions of
youth are forced to work
abroad. They support the
country’s economy through
remittances. But what about
at home? Children of politi-
cal families enjoy luxury cars
and foreign vacations, while
ordinary Nepalis struggle
for basic needs like health,
education, and jobs. On so-
cial media, the ‘Nepo Kids’
campaign fuelled this anger,
where pictures of leaders’
kids’ lavish lives went viral.
[20] [22]

When and how did this
rebellion start? At the end
of August 2025, the govern-
ment banned 26 social media
platforms like Facebook, In-
stagram, and TikTok. They
claimed it was to stop fake
news and fraud. But pro-
testers say it was a tool for

Protests greet Macron’s
new PM amid budget cut
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Nord station in Paris, but
were repelled. Demonstra-
tions and attempted block-
ades were also reported
outside Parisian secondary
schools and in cities like
Rennes and Montpellier.

At Lavoisier School in
Paris, nearly 100 masked
students protested with
placards reading: “We are
blocking because we care
about our mental health”.
“To fill their coffers, Bayrou
is picking our pockets”

Medical staff also joined
the protests, striking over
budget cuts and deteriorat-
ing working conditions.

Police used tear gas in
multiple cities to disperse
crowds blocking roads. In
Lyon, protesters set fire to
bins and blocked highways,
while masked groups in

Paris suburbs built bar-
ricades and threw rubbish
at officers. Authorities de-
ployed 80,000 police na-
tionwide to maintain order.

French Interior Minister
Bruno Retailleau confirmed
that nearly 200 arrests had
been made by midday. De-
spite the protests, traffic on
the Peripherique ring road
around Paris remained
“virtually unaffected”, ac-
cording to France 24.

In Nantes, police again
used tear gas, while in Lyon,
a protester named Florent
criticised Macron’s appoint-
ment of Lecornuasa “slapin
the face.”

Socialist Party leader Ol-
ivier Faure urged Lecornu to
renounce the use of Article
49.3 of the French Constitu-
tion, which allows the gov-
ernment to pass laws with-
out a parliamentary vote.

censorship to silence voices
against corruption. In cities
like Kathmandu, Pokhara,
and Itahari, thousands of
students and youth came out
on the streets, holding books
in school uniforms. These
protests were peaceful at first
but quickly turned violent
when police fired guns and
19 people were killed. In re-
sponse, protesters set fire to
the parliament building, gov-
ernment offices, and leaders’
homes. Oli’'s Communist
Party and Nepali Congress
coalition government could
not handle this uproar, and
Oli had to resign.

Now the question is, who
is behind this rebellion?
Mainly, it is a spontaneous
revolt by Gen-Z youth who
are tired of political parties.
But some analysts see out-
side forces involved. Nepalis
abuffer zone between India
and China, and its instability
worries both big neighbours.
Some reports mention ‘deep

state’ or American influence,
which was uncomfortable
with Oli’'s pro-China policies.
Oli had increased disputes
with India by issuing new
maps of Nepal and pushed
forward China’s Belt and
Road Initiative. India fears
that in an unstable Nepal,
ISI or Chinese spy agencies
could become active. Some
also say the rebellion is
linked to demands for restor-
ing the monarchy, because
since the monarchy ended in
2008, 14 governments have
fallen in Nepal. However, the
main force is the youth, who
are sick of corruption.
What will happen to Ne-
pal’s future? In the short
term, there is a risk of
chaos. The army has been
deployed on the streets,
curfew is imposed, and
Kathmandu airport was
closed. The economic dam-
age is huge: Tourism, a big
part of the country’s GDP,
has stopped. If remittances

are affected, the economy
could collapse. Politically,
there will be efforts to form
a new government, but the
instability of coalitions will
continue. Some people are
demanding the return of
the monarchy for stabil-
ity, but Communist parties
will oppose it. If the rebel-
lion continues, there could
be more violence in Nepal,
and outside powers might
interfere. But if reforms
happen—Ilike controlling
corruption and giving jobs to
youth—it could be a new be-
ginning. Nepal needs strong
institutions and transparent
governance now, or this cri-
sis will get deeper.

This rebellion has proven
that no country drowning
in the fire of corruption can
stay calm for long. Nepal’s
youth will not sit quietly
anymore; they want change,
and the world has to see if
this change will be creative
or destructive.

India-US trade talks hold potential
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discussions at the earliest.
I am also looking forward
to speaking with President
Trump. We will work to-
gether to secure a brighter,
more prosperous future for
both our people,” Modi said
in his post.

The Prime Minister’s re-
marks followed a statement
by Trump on Tuesday (lo-
cal time) via Truth Social,
where the US President said
he was pleased that talks
to resolve trade frictions
were continuing. Trump
said he was confident the
negotiations would reach
a “successful conclusion”
and underlined his intent
to speak with Modi in the
coming weeks.

“I am pleased to announce
that India and the United
States of America are con-
tinuing negotiations to ad-
dress the Trade Barriers

between our two Nations.
Ilook forward to speaking

with my very good friend,
Prime Minister Modi, in

the upcoming weeks. I feel

certain that there will be

no difficulty in coming to

a successful conclusion for

both of our Great Countries,”
Trump wrote.

The latest exchange comes
days after Trump described
the India-US ties as a “very
special relationship” and
emphasised that he and
Modi would “always be
friends,” even while ex-
pressing displeasure over
India’s current trade deci-
sions.

Ata White House event on
Friday, Trump was asked by
ANI if he was ready to reset
ties with India. He replied,

“T always will. I'll always be
friends with (PM) Modi.
He’s a great Prime Minis-
ter. I'll always be friends,
but I just don’t like what he

is doing at this particular
moment. But India and the
United States have a very
special relationship. There
is nothing to worry about.
We just have moments on
occasion.”

In response, Modi on Sat-
urday had warmly acknowl-
edged Trump’s comments,
saying he “deeply appreci-
ates and fully reciprocates”
the US President’s senti-
ments. The Prime Minister
also described bilateral
relations as “forward-look-
ing” and directed towards a

“Comprehensive and Global
Strategic Partnership.”
“Deeply appreciate and
fully reciprocate President
Trump’s sentiments and
positive assessment of our
ties. India and the US have
a very positive and forward-
looking Comprehensive and
Global Strategic Partner-
ship,” Modi said in his ear-
lier post.
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A LIGHTER BASKET, ASTRONGER HOME: HOW GST 2.0
TOUCHES THE LIFE OF EVERY INDIAN WOMAN

OPINION
REKHA SHARMA

t is often said that
IIndia’s economy beats
inside every kitchen,
every bazaar, and every
small saving a homemaker
makes. From September
22, GST 2.0 brings that
heartbeat closer to relief
and cheer. With slabs
reduced to just two, and
daily essentials like food,
shampoo, detergents,
and personal care items
becoming cheaper, this
reform is not merely a tax
cut. It is a lived experience
for millions of women who
stretch every rupee to run
their households.
Picture Sunita, a mother
of two in a small town in
Haryana. Every month, she

carefully plans her grocery
list: cooking oil, atta, milk,
soap, biscuits for her chil-
dren, a packet of shampoo
for herself. Until now, she
often found herself com-
promising, choosing be-
tween a brand she trusted
and one that was affordable.
But with GST 2.0, many of
these items will cost less.
Her monthly basket will
suddenly feel lighter on her
wallet, leaving her with a
small but meaningful sur-
plus. Perhaps now, she can
set aside a little more for
her daughter’s tuition, or
buy that extra packet of dry
fruits she always wanted
for the family’s health. This
is where reform touches
lives—it transforms con-
sumption into confidence.
Atthe heart of GST 2.0 lies
a dramatic simplification:
the old 12% and 28% slabs
have been scrapped in fa-
vour of a streamlined dual-
rate system of 5% and 18%,
with a 40% levy reserved
for luxury and sin goods.
For the common man, this
means cheaper essentials,
affordable healthcare, low-
er costs of education tools

and appliances, and more
money in hand to spend.
For farmers, reduced taxa-
tion on agricultural inputs
eases costs, increases prof-
itability, and strengthens
the rural economy. For the
middle class, a simplified
structure lowers day-to-day
expenses, directly boost-
ing purchasing power. It
is a reform designed to en-
sure that no group is left
behind—it touches every
household, every village,
every sector.

India’s 63 million Micro,
Small, and Medium Enter-
prises (MSMEs)—the true
engines of job creation—are
also among the biggest win-
ners. For too long, these
enterprises struggled with
complex paperwork, high
tax burdens, and cash flow
bottlenecks. By lowering
input costs, easing com-
pliance, and stimulating
consumer demand, GST
2.0 empowers them to com-
pete, expand, and innovate.
Stronger MSMEs mean
more jobs, higher incomes,
and deeper penetration of
entrepreneurship in rural
and semi-urban India. The
ripple effects will be felt in
every marketplace and ev-
ery family’s income.

Perhaps the most progres-
sive step is in healthcare.
The reduction of GST on
medical technology items
from 12% to 5% has the
power to transform access
to diagnostics and devices,

The reduction of GST on medical
technology items from 12% to 5% has the
power to transform access to diagnostics
and devices, ensuring preventive care
becomes affordable and accessible.

ensuring preventive care
becomes affordable and
accessible. A consistent,
lower-tax approach across
preventive, curative, and
rehabilitative healthcare
reduces disparities and ex-
pands early detection mech-
anisms. This is reform with

a human face—one that
places Swasth Bharat at the
core of Samriddh Bharat.
Equally important, GST
2.0 strengthens India’s fis-
cal and economic architec-
ture. Simplified rates and
processes bring predict-
ability and transparency,

critical for attracting invest-
ment and driving industrial
growth. Supply chains will
be more efficient, entrepre-
neurs and investors will
operate in a pro-growth
environment, and domestic
consumption will expand
as households feel relief. It
is a strategic recalibration
of India’s fiscal policy—
balancing immediate relief
with long-term sustainabili-
ty—proving that reform can
be both fiscally responsible
and socially progressive.
The brilliance of GST 2.0
lies in its universality. From
agriculture to manufac-
turing, from healthcare to

education, from startups to
large industries—everyone
benefits. Women-led busi-
nesses and youth-driven en-
terprises, in particular, will
thrive under lower costs
and simpler compliance. As
festivals approach, GST 2.0
is like a timely gift. House-
holds can celebrate with a
fuller thali and a freer spirit.
The woman of the house—
always the first economist of
the family—will finally feel
the relief of a government
policy that listens to her
daily struggles.

Over the last 11 years,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has consistently de-

livered reforms that place
India on a stronger footing.
From the first rollout of GST
in 2017 to today’s simplified,
futuristic framework, India
has moved from fragmented
taxation to a unified, citizen-
friendly system. GST 2.0 is
not just a historic milestone
in tax reform—it is a mile-
stone in governance itself,
showing how coopera-
tive federalism can deliver
transformative results.

GST 2.0 will be remem-
bered as more than revised
tax rates. It is a reform of
lives and livelihoods, a cata-
lyst for national progress.
It empowers households,
energises industries, revit-
alises MSMESs, strengthens
healthcare, and restores
confidence in the economy.
Above all, it restores dig-
nity to the woman who
runs her home, ensuring
her children’s needs are
never compromised and
her dreams never delayed.
Under Prime Minister Mo-
di’s leadership, governance
is not about numbers—it is
about people.

GST 2.0 is about dignity

in every household, confi-
dence in every woman, and
hope in every family that
tomorrow will be a little
easier, a little brighter, and
alot more secure.
Rekba Sharma, Member of
Parliament, Rajya Sabha,
and former Chairperson, Na-
tional Commission for Women
(NCW)

Education as a soft power tool
of foreign policy

OPINION

DR.SARITA JAIN

In the contemporary
global age, the concept of
soft power, enunciated by
Joseph Nye, has become a
key aspect of international
relations. Soft power indi-
cates the ability of a nation
to attract and influence
others through persuasion
and cultural appeal rather
than coercion or economic
enticement. Amid the vari-
ous instruments of soft
power—culture, political
values, diplomacy—educa-
tion occupies a central place.
India, a civilisational state
renowned for its intellectual
and spiritual traditions, has
historically leveraged edu-
cation as a soft power tool,
and it is gaining strategic
importance in the 21st cen-
tury.

The educational heritage
of India has for centuries
been a beacon for scholars
across the globe. Ancient
universities such as Nalanda
and Takshashila attracted
learners from far and wide,
thereby establishing In-
dia’s reputation as a hub of
knowledge and learning. In
modern times, this legacy is
reflected in India’s expand-
ing higher education land-
scape and the international
recognition of institutions
such as the Indian Institutes
of Technology (IITs) and In-
dian Institutes of Manage-
ment (IIMs). These institu-

tions, along with a highly
skilled émigré community
of scholars, scientists, and
technocrats, have strength-
ened India’s image as a glob-
al knowledge power.
Furthermore, India’s intel-
lectual exports—Sanskrit,
Yoga, and Ayurveda—have
gained global prominence,
not only as academic sub-
jects but also as instruments
of wellness and lifestyle. Ini-
tiatives like the Internation-
al Day of Yoga, the estab-
lishment of AYUSH Chairs
in foreign universities, and
cultural exchanges denote
India’s conscious effort to
leverage its educational and
cultural capital as tools of
diplomacy. India’s foreign
policy increasingly embod-
ies education as a deliberate
soft power strategy. Pro-
grammes such as the Indi-
an Technical and Economic
Cooperation (ITEC) scheme
and the ‘Study in India’ ini-
tiative encourage students
from Asia, Africa, and Latin
America to pursue educa-
tion in India. The provision
of educational opportunities
for foreign students is one of
the most important instru-
ments of a state’s soft power
(Cowen and Arsenault,
2008, p. 10). Government-
sponsored scholarships
and capacity-building pro-
grammes create a network
of foreign alumni who often
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Foreignuniversities are being invited to establish
campuses in India, while Indian institutions are
encouraged to expand collaborations, faculty
exchanges, and research partnerships abroad.

rise to leadership roles in
their respective countries,
cultivating goodwill and en-
hancing bilateral relations.
The New Education Policy
(NEP 2020) also emphasiz-
es the internationalization
of Indian higher education.
Foreign universities are
being invited to establish
campuses in India, while
Indian institutions are en-
couraged to expand collabo-
rations, faculty exchanges,
and research partnerships
abroad. Such steps, apart
from elevating India’s aca-
demic profile, also promote
people-to-people diplo-
macy, which serves as a
cornerstone of sustainable
foreign relations. Globally,
nations such as the United
States, the United Kingdom,
and China have long recog-

nized the strategic utility of
education. The Fulbright
Program, British Council
scholarships, and Confu-
cius Institutes exemplify
how education shapes glob-
al perceptions and builds
enduring cultural bridges.
India’s approach, more-
over, stands apart, drawing
strength from its pluralism,
democratic ethos, and free-
dom of intellectual pursuit.
Despite these advantages,
certain challenges remain.
India’s institutions often
face global ranking hurdles,
infrastructural deficits, and
bureaucratic complexities
that hinder international
student enrollment. It is
critical to address these
gaps through enhance-
ment of quality, regulatory
reforms, and stronger aca-

demic branding. Moreover,
India’s widespread use of
English as a medium of in-
struction provides a unique
edge in attracting students
from non-English-speaking
countries seeking global op-
portunities.

Education emerges as a
sustainable, ethical, and
deeply impactful tool of di-
plomacy in a world where
influence is increasingly
measured by the ability to
inspire rather than domi-
nate. The civilisational
depth of India, its democrat-
ic values, and educational
strengths offer a compel-
ling narrative of soft power.
By strategically aligning its
educational outreach with
foreign policy objectives,
India can nurture global
goodwill, foster enduring
partnerships, and reinforce
its position as a vishwa gu-
ru—a teacher to the world.

Dr: Sarita Fain, Professor, De-
partment of English, Govern-
ment College Chaksu, Faipur.
(Raj)

A story that cuts too close:
Review of ‘Tkhtitam’

BOOK REVIEW

I have read many works that
claim to be “political thrill-
ers.” Most are entertainment,
designed to pass the time.
‘Ikhtitam’ is different. It un-
settles. Because behind the
names and the changed de-
tails, one can sense the echo
of real files, real choices, and
real costs.

The book begins with elec-
tions—but not the routine
kind. The narrative shows
how politics, security, and
foreign hands can tangle
until no one is sure who is
running the game. A party
leader chasing power, intel-
ligence whispers of terror
plots, money flowing in
strange ways, and the con-
stant suspicion of betrayal —
it is all there.

What struck me most is
not the action itself but the
mood: the sense that danger
is never far, and that deci-
sions taken in small rooms
can tilt the fate of a nation.

You can see the author has
spent years reporting on
politics and intelligence —
the detail doesn’t come from
imagination alone. The book
claims that it is inspired by
real people and real events-
on this I left the readers to
judge rather than give a con-
firmation or a denial.

The writing has the disci-
pline of field notes. Meetings
in cramped flats, shadow
sources, the uneasy talk
with retired officers—all of
this has the smell of truth.
Fiction, yes, but not invented
out of thin air. It is written
by someone who has walked
close to the fire.

The characters are not
easy to judge. Krishna, the
leader at the centre, is no

saint. His fight against cor-
ruption and terror comes
with compromises—funds
from questionable sources,
allies with shadows of their
own. Mrinal, the journalist-
turned-operator, carries
loyalty but also doubt. Even
the retired intelligence man,
drawn back for one last op-
eration, is not shown as a
flawless mentor.

This greyness is the
strength of the book. Real
life is like that. In the field,
there are no clean hands,
only degrees of necessity.

Some parts read larger
than life, especially the clos-
ing sections with nuclear
terror threat.

For a reader who has lived
through actual crises, the
speed and scale may feel

heightened. Yet the message
holds. The book reminds us
that we cannot take stabil-
ity for granted. One missed
signal, oneleak, one compro-
mise—and the price can be
unbearable.

For me, Ikhtitam is less
about whether every plot de-
tailis “believable” and more
about what it says of our
times: that politics and secu-
rity can nolonger be separat-
ed, that foreign intelligence
games are constant, and that
even well-intentioned lead-
ers can be trapped by am-
bition and fear.The author
has done something rare—
turned the unspoken into a
story the public can grasp. It
is not a comfortable read. It
should not be.

Reviewed by a former insider

IKHTITAM

A POLITICAL THRILLER

ABHINANDAN MISHRA
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A child bride defied tradition, won ber freedom, and returned as a pioneering doctor who inspired legal reform.

When Dadaji Bhikaji and his family asked Rukhmabai to move into his home, she refused—
and her stepfather supported her decision. Wikimedia Commons

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

ivorce laws around
the world have
transformed dra-

matically from the 19th cen-
tury to the present, reflect-
ing shifts in societal values
and the quest for gender
equality. In India, the jour-
ney from the first legal di-
vorce of a Hindu woman -
Dr. Rukhmabai Raut in the
1880s - to today’s multifac-
eted divorce laws illustrates
how legal reforms often fol-
low courageous individuals
and changing social norms.
This article traces the trajec-
tory of divorce law in India,
examines key legal reforms
and landmark cases, and
compares global practices,
especially regarding how
assets are divided (who gets
“half of everything”) after a
divorce. By exploring why
judges decided cases the
way they did, and quot-
ing their words or those
of the people involved, we
can understand how legal
reasoning and social pres-
sures have shaped modern
divorce laws.

RUKHMABAI RAUT:
INDIA’S FIRST LEGAL
DIVORCE CASE

(1880S)

In 1885, Rukhmabai Raut
became the first Hindu
woman in India to legally
obtain a divorce, after a
protracted court battle that
challenged orthodox norms.
Married at age 11 to Dadaji
Bhikaji (then 19), Rukhma-
bai had continued to live
with her widowed mother
and stepfather, pursuing
education - an unusual
path for a girl in 19th-cen-
tury India. When her hus-
band eventually demanded
she move into his home,
Rukhmabai flatly refused.
Dadaji sued for “restitution
of conjugal rights,” seeking
a court order to compel his
wife to live with him.

The Bombay High Court
case Bhikaji v. Rukhmabai
(1885) attracted widespread
attention. Justice Robert
Pinhey, who first heard the
case, stunned society by
siding with Rukhmabai.
He ruled that English prec-
edents on conjugal rights
did not apply to a marriage
contracted in “helpless in-
fancy” and held that “be
could not compel a young lady”
(Rukhmabai) to cohabit
against her wil. In other
words, a child marriage
lacking adult consent could
not be enforced - a radical
notion in that era. Pinhey’s
progressive decision pro-
voked fierce backlash from
conservative voices, who ac-
cused him of attacking Hin-
du customs. Under pres-
sure, the case was retried in
1887 before Justice Farran,
who took a more orthodox
view. Justice Farran ordered

Rukhmabai Raut (in 1880s attire) - a child bride turned

physician whose refusal to submit to an unwanted marriage
sparked India’s first legal divorce case and galvanized social

reform. Wikimedia Commons

Rukhmabai to “go live with
her husband or face six
months’ imprisonment”,
effectively upholding the
husband’s marital rights.

Rather than submit,
Rukhmabai bravely told
the court she would rather
go to jail. “Rukbmabai re-
sponded that she would rather
Jace imprisonment than obey
the verdict,” noted one ac-
count. Her defiance made
headlines in India and even
in Britain, igniting debates
on women’s rights and
child marriage. The young
woman also took her cause
to the press, writing bold
letters under the pseud-
onym “A Hindu Lady.” In
one such letter to The Times
of India, Rukhmabai vividly
described her plight: “The
brutal custom of child-mar-
riage bad deprived all happi-
ness of my life. It is a stumbling
block in the two things which I
regarded to be most important
— my education, and nurturing
of my mind as per my expecta-
tion. I am isolated for no fault
of mine”. This heartfelt ap-
peal for freedom and edu-
cation struck a chord with
reformers and the public. A
support campaign formed,
and ultimately Rukhmabai
appealed to Queen Victoria
in Britain for relief.

The case was finally set-
tled out of court in Rukhma-
bai’s favor in 1888 - with
popular accounts claim-
ing that Queen Victoria
intervened to dissolve the
marriage (though histori-
cal evidence of direct royal
action is scant). Dadaji Bhi-
kaji agreed to relinquish
his claims in exchange for
monetary compensation,
and Rukhmabai was free.
This outcome - effectively
a legal divorce - was un-
precedented for a Hindu
woman. Judges and officials
recognized that enforcing
the marriage would be un-
just. As one summary put it,
Rukhmabai’s 1885 case “was
alandmark in Indian legal his-
tory” and ultimately led to
“Queen Victoria dissolving ber
marriage, and two major legal
changes later down the line -

the Age of Consent Act of 1891,
and the subsequent eradication
of the custom of child-marriage
by law”. In other words, her
fight set in motion reforms
to raise the age of consent
and curb child marriage.
Why did the judges decide as
they did? Justice Pinhey was
influenced by the principle
that marriage requires con-
sent - he observed that Eng-
lish law on conjugal rights
assumed consenting adult
parties, which Rukhmabai
clearly was not at the time
of wedlock. His willingness
to defy tradition was likely
bolstered by growing re-
formist sentiment against
child marriage. Conversely,
Justice Farran felt bound by
orthodox interpretation of
Hindu law and the sanctity
of marriage customs, thus
ruling against Rukhmabai.
The tension between these
views - individual rights
vs. tradition - played out in
the courtroom. Rukhma-
bai’s own resolve (she was
ready to go to prison) and
the public support she gar-
nered tipped the scales in
favor of a humane settle-
ment. Her victory was more
than personal: it “symbolised
a triumph of justice over pa-
triarchal norms and inspired
countless women to stand up for
their rights”. The case’s noto-
riety pressured the colonial
government to act, contrib-
uting to the Age of Consent
Act, 1891, which raised the
age of sexual consent for
girls (from 10 to 12 years) to
prevent child brides from
being forced into consum-
mation. In effect, Rukhma-
bai’s courage and the judges’
decisions helped jump-start
legal reforms to protect
women and minors.

EARLY DIVORCE

LAWS IN INDIA:
COLONIALERATO
INDEPENDENCE
Rukhmabai’s case oc-
curred in a time when for-
mal divorce was virtually
unknown in many Indian
communities. Under ortho-
dox Hindu law of the 19th
century, marriage was typi-

 EVOLUTION OF

DIVORCE LAWS:

-

Married at 11, Rukhmabai refused to accept a life she never
chose, setting off a legal battle that not only led to India’s first
divorce, but also sparked major reforms in marriage laws.

Wikimedia Commons

cally indissoluble - there
was no concept of divorce
for Hindus (except possi-
bly through rare custom).
Muslim personal law al-
lowed husbands to repudi-
ate marriages (talaq) and
provided limited grounds
for wives to seek divorce,
but these were governed by
religious law, not a uniform
civil code. The British colo-
nial regime had introduced
a few statutes: for example,
the Indian Divorce Act,
1869 provided divorce
procedures for persons of
Christian faith (though it
was highly biased against
women), and the Parsi
Marriage and Divorce Act,
1936 did so for Parsi Zoroas-
trians. Notably, the 1869 law
required a Christian wife to
prove aggravated circum-
stances (like adultery plus
cruelty or desertion) to get a
divorce, reflecting Victorian
moral norms. For the vast
majority of Indians (Hin-
dus, Muslims, etc.), matri-
monial disputes were left to
personal laws and commu-
nity adjudication, with the
colonial courts intervening
mainly in exceptional cases
like Rukhmabai’s.
However, by the early
20th century, social reform
movements were chipping
away at these rigid norms.
Child marriage became a
focal issue. After the Age
of Consent Act (1891) ad-
dressed consummation
age, the Child Marriage
Restraint Act, 1929 (also
called Sarda Act) set mini-
mum marriage ages (14
for girls, later raised) - a
law that, while not directly
about divorce, showed the
lawmaking trend of protect-
ing women in marriage. For
Muslim women, a crucial
reform was the Dissolu-
tion of Muslim Marriages
Act, 1939, which for the
first time gave Muslim wives
statutory grounds to obtain
a divorce through courts
(such as if the husband had
disappeared for 4+ years,
neglected maintenance, or
was impotent, etc.). This
Act was driven by progres-

sive Muslim jurists and poli-
ticians who saw the injustice
in denying wives the relief
that husbands could get ex-
tra-judicially through talaq.
When India gained inde-
pendence in 1947, the stage
was set for overhauling
marriage and divorce laws
under the Constitution’s
promise of equality. Reform-
ers like Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
pushed for a uniform civil
code, but faced resistance.
As a compromise, indepen-
dent India enacted commu-
nity-specific reforms. The
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955
(HMA) was revolutionary:
for the first time in Indian
history, Hindus (as well as
Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists) had
alegal pathway to divorce by
decree of court. Under this
Act, divorce could be grant-
ed on specific fault grounds
- cruelty, adultery, desertion
(for 2+ years), unsoundness
of mind, conversion to an-
other religion, or serious
venereal disease, among
others. Initially, the bar was
high; for instance, cruelty
needed to be of a grave na-
ture, and divorce was seen
asalast resort after attempts
at reconciliation. In 1976, the
HMA was amended to fur-
ther liberalize divorce: mu-
tual consent divorce was
introduced (Section 13B)
allowing couples to end the
marriage amicably after a
short separation period,
and the required separation
period for certain grounds
was reduced. Meanwhile,
other communities’ laws
also modernized: the Indi-
an Divorce (Amendment)
Act, 2001 eased the harsh
requirements on Christian
women seeking divorce,
bringing parity with other
religions, and the Special
Marriage Act (1954) pro-
vided a non-religious mar-
riage and divorce option for
inter-faith couples or those
who chose civil marriage.

LANDMARK

DIVORCE CASES IN
INDEPENDENT INDIA
Several court rulings have
punctuated the evolution of

Queen Victoria of South
Africa. Wikimedia Commons

Indian divorce law, often ex-
panding rights or prompt-
ing legislative change. One
early landmark was the
Shah Bano case (1985) -
technically about mainte-
nance after divorce, but its
impact on divorce and gen-
der justice was profound. In
Mobd. Abmed Khan v. Shab
Bano Begum, a 73-year-old
Muslim divorcee went to
the Supreme Court seeking
alimony beyond the brief
post-divorce period recog-
nized by Islamic law. The
Court, invoking criminal
procedure law applicable
to all citizens, upheld Shah
Bano’s right to maintenance,
famously regretting that
the constitutional direc-
tive for a uniform civil code
had “remained a dead let-
ter.” The judgment stirred
controversy; traditionalists
accused it of infringing Is-
lamic law, and Parliament
reacted by passing the
Muslim Women (Protec-
tion of Rights on Divorce)
Act, 1986 which curtailed
Muslim divorcees’ mainte-
nance rights to some extent.
Nonetheless, the Shah Bano
saga highlighted the need to
reconcile religious personal
laws with principles of equi-
ty - atheme that re-emerged
in later cases.

More recently, the Su-
preme Court’s verdict in
the Shayara Bano case
(2017) marked a milestone
for Muslim women’s rights
in divorce. This case chal-
lenged the practice of “triple
talaq” - an instant, unilat-
eral divorce pronounced by
the husband. A five-judge
bench by a 3:2 majority
declared instant triple ta-
laq unconstitutional. The
opinions brim with strong
language: “It is manifestly ar-
bitrary to allow a man to ‘break
down [a] marriage whimsically
and capriciously’,” one justice
wrote. Another memorably
said, “What is sinful under
religion cannot be valid under
law”, underscoring that no
personal law custom can
violate fundamental rights.
The Court concluded that
this form of talaq was “not

From 1884, her case sparked protracted court battles and a

1 FROM RUKHMABAI’S
HISTORIC CASE TO
MODERN REFORMS

public reckoning over child marriage; she kept studying and
wrote as “A Hindu Woman,” gaining support. Backed by a fund,
she trained at the London School of Medicine, graduated,
returned in 1895 as one of India’s first women doctors, and
worked at awomen’s hospital in Surat. Wikimedia Commons

part of Islam” and violated
constitutional morality. As
a result, Muslim husbands
can no longer instantly di-
vorce; they must follow due
process. Shayara Bano, the
woman who brought the
case, exclaimed in relief,
“Finally I feel free today. I
bave the order that will liber-
ate many Muslim women”.
The judgment exemplifies
how the judiciary weighed
gender justice over an age-
old practice - the judges
took into account that triple
talaq left women destitute
and violated their dignity,
which informed their deci-
sion to invalidate it. This
ruling was later reinforced
by legislation (the Muslim
‘Women Act, 2019, criminal-
izing triple talaq).

Hindu divorce law has also
seen progressive interpreta-
tions. For example, courts
have increasingly recog-
nized cruelty in non-phys-
ical forms (mental cruelty)
as valid ground for divorce.
In a notable 2006 case, the
Supreme Court observed
that prolonged mental
agony and indifference in
a marriage could amount
to cruelty warranting di-
vorce - reflecting an evolv-
ing understanding of what
makes a marriage unviable.
Moreover, though Indian
law does not yet formally
recognize “irretrievable
breakdown of marriage”
as a ground for divorce
(absent specific legislative
provision), the Supreme
Court has in some cases
used its special powers to
grant divorce when a mar-
riage is clearly beyond re-
pair. In a 2023 decision, the
Court even suggested that
a long-dead marriage can
be dissolved by the Court
itself under Article 142 of
the Constitution (complete
justice provision), waiving
the mandatory waiting pe-
riods for divorce by mutual
consent in appropriate cas-
es. Such decisions indicate
the judiciary’s pragmatic
approach - judges have
stated that forcing unwill-

ing partners to stay married
serves no one’s interest, and
thus they have been willing
to bend rigid procedures
when justice demands.

Another landmark was
the case of Sarla Mudgal
v. Union of India (1995),
where the Supreme Court
condemned the practice
of Hindu men converting
to Islam solely to take a
second wife (circumvent-
ing monogamy rules). The
Court not only voided such
conversions done in bad
faith but also made a fer-
vent appeal for a uniform
civil code to unify personal
laws on marriage and di-
vorce. While no UCC exists
yet (except in Goa, discussed
below), these judgments
kept the reform discourse
alive. The Sarla Mudgal
ruling shows judges look-
ing beyond black-letter
law to prevent misuse and
ensure fairness - a theme
consistent in divorce juris-
prudence.

Indian courts have also
dealt with property and
maintenance issues in di-
vorce, as we will see next. A
crucial case in property di-
vision was White v. White
(2000) - although from the
UK, it has influenced Indian
thinking on equitable distri-
bution. In that UK House of
Lords case, a homemaker
wife of 33 years was initially
awarded far less than half
the family assets, but the
Law Lords raised her share,
establishing that when di-
viding marital property,
there should be no discrim-
ination between breadwin-
ner and homemaker. This
principle - recognizing
the homemaker’s contri-
bution as equal - has been
cited with approval by In-
dian courts when deciding
alimony and property dis-
putes. Indian law may not
explicitly provide a 50/50
split, but judges increas-
ingly strive for fairness so
that a non-earning spouse
(usually the wife) is not left
economically handicapped
after divorce.
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PULMONARY REHABILITATION: A BOON FOR
RESPIRATORY HEALTH

DR. LAKSHYA BHAKTYANI

ulmonary reha-
bilitation (PR) is
a comprehensive,

evidence-based pro-
gram that is designed to
help people with chronic
lung diseases. It improve
their quality of life, man-
age symptoms, and in-
crease physical fitness.
It is recognized globally,
including WHO, as an
effective non-pharmaco-
logical method for man-
aging conditions such as
chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD),
bronchiectasis, intersti-
tial lung disease, asthma,
pulmonary fibrosis, and
pulmonary hyperten-
sion.

Components of pulmonary
rehabilitation include:

® Exercise training: Spe-
cifically designed physi-
cal activities to improve
muscle strength and en-
durance, increase exercise
tolerance reduce breath-
lessness and fatigue. It also
includes specific tools and
equipment designed to im-
prove respiratory muscle
strength, lung function and

airway clearance. This is
usually conducted under
supervised sessions two to
three times a week over 6-8
weeks.

® Education: Providing
information about lung
disease, ways to man-
age symptoms, breath-
ing techniques such as
pursed-lip breathing, and
self-management skills
for dyspnea (difficulty in
breathing) and increased
rate of breathing.

® Psychosocial support:
Assistance and techniques
for managing anxiety, de-
pression, and stress related

to chronic lung disease.
® Nutritional guidance:
Guidance to improve mus-
cle mass and overall health,
especially for those at risk
of malnutrition.
Pulmonary rehabilitation
programs are conducted in
hospitals, community cen-
ters, outpatient clinics and
even at home. Patient par-
ticipation usually requires
referral from a healthcare
provider.

Benefits of pulmonary re-
habilitation include:

® Reduce symptoms of
shortness of breath and fa-

tigue

® Fewer hospital admis-
sions and shorter hospital
stays in chronic conditions

® Improved ability to per-
form daily activities (ADL)
like reduce dependency in
bathing, feeding etc.

® Enhanced mental
health and physical well-
being

® Improves quality of life

® Increase functional ex-
ercise capacity

Pulmonary rehabilitation
is tailored as per individual,
based on a patient’s health
and goals. It is often provid-
ed by a multidisciplinary
team that may include doc-
tors, nurses, respiratory
therapists, physiothera-
pists, exercise specialists,
and dieticians.

Program design: It should
be supervised by pulmo-
nary physiotherapist and
one session usually takes
40 -45 minutes. It’'s recom-

mended at least 3 days per
week, with a minimum of
about 20 sessions and pref-
erably longer (6-12 weeks)
for lasting benefits.

Individualized assess-
ment: Target heart rate,
accepted drop in oxygen
saturation, Vo2 max, ex-
ercise capacity and muscle
function are evaluated to
tailor exercise prescrip-
tion and maximize im-
provement.

Improvement is docu-
mented with tests of dis-
tance and duration of
walking done pre and post
pulmonary rehabilitation
program. Improvement in
lung volume is also noted
by Spirometry.

Although pulmonary re-
habilitation does not cure
lung disease. It improves
physical conditioning and
symptom management es-
pecially when started soon
after hospital discharge.
Increasing access and par-
ticipation in PR programs
is crucial to maximize these
benefits.

In summary, exercise
training in pulmonary
rehabilitation improves
physical capacity, reduc-
es symptoms like breath-
lessness, enhances qual-
ity of life, and decreases
healthcare burden by
reducing readmission,
making it the founda-
tional intervention for
managing chronic respi-
ratory diseases.

The author is a physiothera-
Dpist.

DR. SMEET PATEL

Endometriosis, a condi-
tion too often equated
mistakenly with an illness
that concerns only adult
women, can begin much
earlier—sometimes at age
10 or 12. Endometriosis is
an estrogen-related con-
dition, and as estrogen se-
cretion begins at the same
time roughly as the onset of
menarche (the beginning of
the first menstrual period
ina girl), endometriosis will
occur just at the time of the
onset of puberty.

This period in a young
girl’s life is marked by an
outburst of hormonal ac-
tivity, resulting in major
physical, emotional, and
psychological alterations.
The body starts to prepare
for menstruation even
before the first period ar-
rives through secreting
hormones, which can lead
to fluctuations and imbal-
ances. Hormonal alterations
are often followed by pain
or discomfort—but not all
pain can be dismissed as
normal. Endometriosis
may present with symp-
toms such as pelvic pain,
painful periods, intestinal
discomfort, tiredness, or
low energy. Mild discomfort
during the first few cyclesis

Endometriosis may go on to affect
teenagers as young as 12 years old

normal, but intense pain for
over six months or impact-
ingone’s daily activities may
be a cause for concern.
The surprise? Evenimag-
ing procedures like ultra-
sounds and MRIs could
yield normal results, es-
pecially in early-stage
disease. This naturally
means delayed diagnosis,
where painisnormalized or
dismissed. Early detection,
however, is necessary—not
only to cure the painbutalso
to stop disease progression
and maintain fertility.
Two popularassumptions
explain how endometrio-
sis may arise. The first is
retrograde menstruation,
where menstrual blood
moves backward through
the fallopian tubes and into
the pelvic cavity and allows
endometrial cells toimplant
and establish themselves
outside of the uterus. The
second is the theory of em-
bryonic Miillerian cells,
where the embryonic Miil-
lerian cells in the developing
fetus do not leave the body
and instead end up becom-
ing endometrial-like tissue.
Both of these hypotheses
also suggest that endome-
triosis could become evident
at an early age.
According to Dr. Smeet

s

Patel “Certain girls are un-
dergoingalot of pain during
their periods. For the first
2-3 years, if there is vast
pain, then it may possibly
be something that needs to
be checked.” The gynecolo-
gist can assist in checking
whether symptoms occur
because of puberty, endo-
metriosis, or other medical
conditions like PCOS.

Regular check-ups also
give adolescent girls the ad-
vice they need—not just on
dealing with symptoms, but
also on menstrual hygiene,
recognizing abnormal pat-
terns, and even preventive
treatmentslikethe HPV vac-
cine. Interestingly enough,
the early signs of PCOS and
hormonal issues caused by
obesity canalsoshowupdur-
ing adolescence. With early
intervention—by means of
lifestyle changes like exercise
ordietarychanges—thesecan
be reversed.

The bottom line: Adoles-
cence is a critical time for
reproductive health. In-
forming girls about condi-
tionslike endometriosisand
encouraging early medical
counsel empowers girls to
be the bosses of their body
and their future.

The author is the Endome-
triosis Specialist.

5 common supplement misconceptions
you shouldn’t fall for

BY SACHIN DARBARWAR

As conversations around
health and wellness grow,
supplements have become
a daily ritual for many. From
boosting energy and im-
munity to supporting focus
and overall well-being, they
promise quick fixes in a fast-
paced world. Yet, with their
rise in popularity comes
an equally rapid spread of
myths and misconceptions.
Misunderstanding how
supplements work, or don’t
work, can lead to wasted
money, misguided choices,
and in some cases, potential
harm.

Here are five common
misconceptions about sup-
plements, and the facts you
should know before making
them part of your routine.

1. Natural means it’s always
safe - Think again

The word “natural” is
among the most overused
labels in the wellness in-
dustry. While many supple-
ments are plant-based, that
doesn’t automatically make
them safe. Some natural
compounds can interact

with medications, trigger
allergies, or contain impuri-
ties if not properly sourced
and tested. The safest ap-
proach is to check whether
the supplement is backed by
transparent sourcing, qual-
ity testing, and clear dos-
age guidelines rather than
assuming “natural” equals
harmless.

2. Supplements can replace
healthy food - Does it?
Supplements are meant
to complement a balanced
diet, not substitute for it.
Whole foods provide a com-
plex mix of fibre, enzymes,
and micronutrients that
no capsule or powder can
fully replicate. However,
factors like busy lifestyles,
poor soil quality, or specific
health conditions can lead
to nutrient gaps. In such
cases, supplements may
help bridge deficiencies, but
they work best when paired
with nutrient-rich meals,
not instead of them.

3. More is better - Not re-
ally.

It’s tempting to believe that
higher doses will deliver
faster or stronger benefits,

but the body doesn’t work
that way. Most nutrients
have an absorption thresh-
old, beyond which extra
amounts are either excreted
or, in some cases, stored in
harmful ways. Overdosing
on vitamins like A or D, for
instance, can be toxic. The
key is effectiveness, not
volume. Choosing supple-
ments with proven absorp-
tion rates and taking them
as directed is far safer and
more beneficial than over-
loading your system.

4. All supplements are the
same - Far from it!

Walk down any supple-
ment aisle and you’ll find
countless products that
look interchangeable. In
reality, quality can vary
dramatically. Differences
in ingredient sourcing, ex-
traction methods, purity
levels, and delivery sys-
tems can determine how
effective a supplement re-
ally is. Some may contain
fillers or additives, while
others invest in third-party
testing to verify safety and
potency. Reading labels
carefully and looking for
certifications can help dis-

tinguish genuine quality
from marketing spin.

5. I'll feel it immediately -
Not possible.
Supplements are not magic
pills. While certain ingredi-
ents, like caffeine or magne-
sium, may deliver noticeable
effects quickly, most work
gradually. Improvements
in immunity, gut health,
or hormonal balance often
require consistent use over
weeks or even months.
Viewing supplements as
part of along-term wellness
plan, rather than expecting
instant results, sets more
realistic expectations—and
often better outcomes.
Supplements can be valu-
able tools for supporting
health, but only when ap-
proached with clarity and
care. Understanding com-
mon misconceptions helps
cut through the noise of
marketing and misinfor-
mation, empowering you
to make smarter, safer
choices. Instead of chasing
quick fixes or labels, look
for quality, transparency,
and balance, because true
wellness is built over time,
not overnight.

LONGEST ROAD TRANSFER THROUGH AMBULANCE
ENSURES SAFE JOURNEY FOR 41-DAY-OLD INFANT

Through beavy rain, winding ghats, oxygen shortages and even a cardiac
arrest on the road, a fragile neonate survived a 1,200 km journey of bope

TDG NETWORK

A 41-day-old infant weighing
less than 1.5 kg, battling se-
vere anemia, internal bleed-
ing, acute kidney failure,
and a sharp platelet drop,
survived a high-risk 24-hour
ground transfer from Surat
to Hyderabad. In what is
now being recognized as one
of the longest neonatal am-
bulance transports in India,
the journey spanning over
1,200 kilometers became a
story of hope, courage, and
survival.

Air ambulance, the con-
ventional option for long-
distance critical care, was
deemed unsuitable in this
case due to limited oxygen
availability and the need for
frequent interventions such
as platelet transfusions and
continuous monitoring.
With no room for delay,
a fully equipped neonatal
ambulance by RED Health
was mobilized to ensure
safe and uninterrupted
care during the journey.

The infant was accompa-
nied by two senior doctors
and two NICU-trained
nurses, who provided

round-the-clock medical
support — platelet transfu-
sions every 12 hours, high-
flow oxygen, round-the-
clock monitoring of vitals,
and in-motion stabilization
whenever needed. Each ki-
lometer tested the baby’s
fragile condition, as the
team drove through rain-
soaked highways, winding
ghats, and an overnight
stretch where every breath
was measured in dwindling
oxygen cylinders.

When the ambulance
finally reached its des-
tination hospital KIMS
Cuddles Secunderabad,
Hyderabad, the baby ar-
rived in stable condition,
a moment of relief that
words could barely cap-
ture. The parents shared,
“Red Health helped us a
lot, especially the drivers
who drove safely from Gu-

jarat to Telangana. The
NICU setup with a ventila-
tor was provided which we
didn’t get in any other am-
bulances. Hence we chose
RED Health Ambulance.
Night travel without any
stay, the team looked at
our baby and monitored
it throughout. Thank you,
RED Health Team.”

Dr. Babu S. Madarkar,
Clinical Director, Neona-
tal & Pediatric Clinician,
KIMS Cuddles Hospitals,
Secunderabad, said, “During
the journey, the ambulance
had to navigate through bad
roads, heavy rain, and mul-
tiple challenges, yet the team
ensured the baby reached
safely. This was possible only
because of seamless coor-
dination between doctors,
nurses, and the RED.Health
team. For a neonate, this was
one of the longest and most

Artificial intelligence heart watch

TDG NETWORK

Artificial intelligence (AI)
is transforming the way
electrocardiograms (ECGs)
are interpreted, particu-
larly in the detection of ar-
rhythmias—irregular heart
rhythms that can lead to
serious complications like
stroke or sudden cardiac
arrest. Traditional ECG
analysis requires skilled
cardiologists to identify sub-
tle patterns across multiple
leads, which can be time-
consuming and prone to
human error. Al, especially
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deep learning algorithms,
offers a powerful solution
by automatically analysing
ECG signals with remark-
able speed and accuracy.

By training on millions of
ECG recordings, Al models
learn to recognize patterns
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that indicate ar-
rhythmias such
as atrial fibrilla-
tion, ventricular
tachycardia, or
premature con-
~ tractions. These
systems can often
detect abnormali-
ties that might be
. missed in rou-
tine screenings,
enabling earlier interven-
tion. Some AI tools are
integrated into wearable
devices, like smart watches
or portable ECG monitors,
allowing continuous heart
rhythm monitoring outside

a
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critical transfers we have
witnessed, and it stands
as a powerful reminder to
what teamwork and timely
intervention can achieve.”

The RED Health team
echoed the sentiment, Mr.
Prabhdeep Singh, Found-
er and CEO, RED Health
shared, “Our job is to re-
spond to emergencies. When
air transfer was not an op-
tion, every intervention had
to be planned and executed
in motion. At RED Health,
what matters most to us is
ensuring that patients get
the chance to return safely
& healthy to their families.
We are truly glad that the
baby is now healthy and
going back home.”

This rare and challeng-
ing transfer underscores
the critical importance of
ground-based neonatal crit-
ical care. It also highlights
the power of teamwork be-
tween hospitals, doctors,
and emergency medical
staff. What could have been
a story of despair turned
into a journey of hope,
and a testament to a new
benchmark of saving lives
in medical emergencies.

clinical settings.

The benefits are signifi-
cant: faster diagnosis, re-
duced workload for health-
care professionals, and
improved access to cardiac
care in remote areas. How-
ever, challenges remain,
including ensuring model
transparency, reducing
bias in training datasets,
and achieving regulatory
approval for clinical use.
Despite these hurdles, AI-
powered ECG interpre-
tation is set to become a
cornerstone of preventive
cardiology and personal-
ized healthcare.
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Man of faith

The new Vice-President can help end

combative hostilities in the Rajya Sabha
C .P. Radhakrishnan, 68, who joined the

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) as a

teenager, has been elected as the Vice-
President of India, marking another attempt by
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to link its version
of nationalist ideology with the Sangh Parivar
agenda. Mr. Radhakrishnan was a member of the
TN Jan Sangh executive committee by 1974 — a
time when the Sangh Parivar’s presence in Tamil
Nadu was marginal and his political affiliation
was clearly inspired by ideology than careerism.
On September 9, 2025, he became the Vice-Presi-
dent of India, a reward for his ideological fealty
on the one hand, and as a milestone in his jour-
ney of the RSS on the other. He secured 452 out of
752 valid votes, and defeated Justice B. Sudershan
Reddy from the INDIA bloc by 152 votes. He was
elected to the Lok Sabha twice, from Coimbatore
in 1998 and 1999, as a BJP candidate supported by
the AIADMK and then the DMK. He served on
parliamentary committees and a special commit-
tee investigating a stock market scam. He also re-
presented India at the UN General Assembly.
From 2004 to 2007, as BJP State president, he un-
dertook a 93-day “Ratha Yatra”, advocating river
linking, ending untouchability, countering terro-
rism, and promoting a Uniform Civil Code.

As the Governor of Jharkhand (2023) and Mah-
arashtra (2024), Mr. Radhakrishnan expanded
his administrative experience and enhanced his
political stature, but his new role will be a diffe-
rent kettle of fish. As the V-P, he will also function
as the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, which will
test his political acumen. He has spoken in sup-
port of federalism and smoother Centre-State re-
lations in the past, but the general inclination of
the BJP and the RSS is towards a centralisation of
power. The role of Parliament has weakened in
recent years even as the executive has expanded
its power to unprecedented levels. The Rajya
Sabha has been particularly undermined by arbi-
trary classification of Bills as finance Bills that do
not require its approval. The concept of the Rajya
Sabha as a council of States existed more in theo-
ry than in practice always, but its deliberate ero-
sion is a recent development. The relationship
between the government and the Opposition has
become hostile and toxic in recent years. Even
parliamentary committees have become battle-
grounds of senseless rhetoric rather than plat-
forms of thoughtful deliberations. Mr. Radhak-
rishnan has his task cut out. With his affable
demeanour, he just might be able to nudge the
government and the Opposition toward better
cooperation and less combativeness.

Generational rage

Violent nihilism following crackdown
threatens democracy in Nepal

T he upheaval that swept Nepal on Tues-

day, with protesters torching Parliament,
the Supreme Court, political residences,
and media offices while releasing prisoners, can-
not be dismissed as a natural reaction to the pre-
vious day’s crackdown that killed 19 young de-
monstrators. These actions, following Prime
Minister K.P. Oli’s resignation, reveal a violent ni-
hilism that threatens to undo Nepal’s hard-won
democratic gains. The “Gen Z protests” were
born out of frustration with Nepal’s chronic polit-
ical dysfunction. Less than two decades after the
triumphant “Jan Andolan II” of 2005 overthrew
absolute monarchy and promised a “Naya Ne-
pal”, the political establishment has delivered on-
ly instability and self-serving governance. Since
the 1990s, Nepal has cycled through 13 heads of
government across 30 tenures. The leaders of the
mainstream Nepali Congress, CPN-UML, and
CPN-Maoist Centre have prioritised unethical al-
liances over electoral mandates. Leaders such as
K.P. Oli and Sher Bahadur Deuba showed little in-
clination in supporting Jan Andolan II and the
Constituent Assembly process in the 2000s,
while Maoist leader Pushpa Kamal Dahal has
prioritised staying in power. The consequences
are stark: the economy banks on remittances,
leading to significant youth out-migration, soar-
ing unemployment, and failure of diversification
in a country that the UN calls “least developed™.
The disillusionment resulting from an entire
generation growing up watching its country’s po-
tential squandered has now birthed new political
forces. They include the Rashtriya Swatantra Par-
ty and independents such as Kathmandu Mayor
Balendra Shabh, reflecting a genuine public hun-
ger for alternatives. However, some positions as-
sumed by these new voices raise concerns. Mr.
Shah’s call to dissolve the elected Parliament,
rather than for a caretaker government, leading
to elections, suggests either democratic immatur-
ity or, more dangerously, a willingness to aban-
don democratic norms. Bangladesh’s recent
upheaval, which led to democratic backsliding,
offers a cautionary tale. Nepal must not mistake
the destruction of state and civil society institu-
tions to be democratic renewal. The crisis de-
mands stabilisation and long-term constitutional
reform that fulfil the promises made before the
Constituent Assembly process, but which were
diluted by the time the Constitution was written.
A presidential system with direct elections and
accountable to an elected Parliament could break
the cycle of instability. But constitutional reform
means nothing without immediate peace. The
Nepali Army must step forward to create space
for civilian democratic actors to reassert control
and chart reform. The alternative — allowing vio-
lent nihilism to masquerade as democratic rene-
wal — risks destroying the very foundations upon
which any “Naya Nepal” must be built.

CM
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The way forward on Katchatheevu, Palk Strait disputes

ndia has historically shaped regional and

global diplomacy through the Panchsheel

principles, the Non-Aligned Movement, the

South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation, and, most recently, with its
“Neighbourhood First Policy”. This stance has
generally promoted peace and interdependence
in South Asia. However, its unresolved issues with
Sri Lanka, as the fisheries crisis in the Palk Straits
and the sovereignty of Katchatheevu island, pose
challenges.

During Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
Colombo in April 2025, both governments
revisited these long-standing concerns. Mr. Modi
emphasised a “humane approach” to the
fisheries issue — one that balances livelihoods
with conservation. This vision can succeed only if
India and Sri Lanka address ecological
imperatives and historic grievances in a spirit of
cooperation.

Livelihood and conservation at odds

Fishing communities along the Tamil Nadu coast
and the Northern Province of Sri Lanka have, for
centuries, shared the Palk Straits. But disputes
today are exacerbated by Indian vessels carrying
out mechanised bottom trawling in Sri Lankan
waters.

The United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS) lays stress not only on
equitable use of marine resources but also their
conservation. Similarly, the FAO’s Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries 1995 deems
destructive practices such as bottom trawling to
be unacceptable.

Sri Lanka banned bottom trawling in 2017, but
hundreds of Indian trawlers still continue the
practice, damaging coral beds, shrimp habitats,
and depleting fish stocks. Ironically, Tamil Nadu’s
smaller artisanal fishers, who use traditional
sustainable methods, also suffer: their near-shore
resources have been depleted by the trawler
industry, forcing them into contested waters.
Thus, this is not just a territorial clash but also a
livelihood conflict within the Tamil communities
themselves — between business trawler operators
pursuing profit and traditional fishers who are
dependent on the sea for subsistence.

A sustainable resolution calls for making a
distinction between the needs of artisanal fishers
and trawler operators. Trawler operators cannot
claim empathy as their commercial profits are at
the expense of marine sustainability and
community welfare. Small boat artisanal fishers
have fished in these waters “from time
immemorial” and their plight deserves humane
accommodation.

This can be worked out through dialogue
between Indian and Sri Lankan fisher
organisations. With the consent of the Sri Lankan
fishers, they can work out quotas or regulated
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access and set out limited fishing rights on
specific days or seasons for Tamil Nadu’s small
fishers, until India’s stocks recover.

There should be community sensitisation. Sri
Lankan Tamil Members of Parliament and the
Tamil media can play a role by highlighting in
Tamil Nadu the hardships that the Northern
fishermen suffered during Sri Lanka’s long civil
war. Many of these families lost decades of
income when the military restricted sea access
during the conflict. They should not be portrayed
as aggressors but as fellow victims of economic
loss. Such steps would foster goodwill. It is worth
remembering that during the Sri Lankan conflict,
Tamil refugees were received in Tamil Nadu with
compassion, housed in camps, and given
assistance. Preserving these bonds of fraternity is
essential.

Clearing the misconceptions

Public debate often portrays Katchatheevu, the
tiny uninhabited islet in the Palk Straits, as the
root of the fisheries dispute. This is misleading.
Katchatheevu is less than half a square mile in
area, and is barren except for the church of St.
Anthony, which fishermen from Tamil Nadu
continue to visit for the annual festival under the
1974 India-Sri Lanka Maritime Boundary Treaty.
The 1974 boundary settlement placed the islet in
Sri Lankan waters. The Treaty is legally binding.
Under international law, boundary treaties are
sacrosanct (pacta sunt servanda). They cannot be
unilaterally repudiated without undermining the
global order — just as China’s contestation of its
settled frontiers with India generates instability.

Myths such as “Indira Gandhi gifted the island
to Sirimavo Bandaranaike” need clarification. In
reality, India weighed historic evidence of
sovereignty before deciding. Records showed Sri
Lankan administrative control dating back to
Portuguese and Dutch rule, and, earlier, to the
Tamil kings of the kingdom of Jaffna.

International precedents exist in the following
cases. In the Minquiers and Ecrehos case (France
vs United Kingdom, the International Court of
Justice 1953), the ICJ awarded sovereignty to the
U.K., despite France’s historical claim through the
Duchy of Normandy, because it had exercised
administrative jurisdiction. Similarly, India
conceded that Sri Lanka had the stronger claim.
Another example is the Rann of Kutch Arbitration
(1968) between India and Pakistan.

Thus, retrieving Katchatheevu is not a question
of justice but of political rhetoric. It remains a
settled issue under international law.
Importantly, fishing rights are a distinct matter —
not linked to sovereignty over the islet.

The Palk Straits and adjacent waters were
recognised as “historic waters” under Indian and
Sri Lankan law — areas where sovereign rights are
even stronger than in normal territorial seas. As

such, there is no “right of innocent passage” or
third-state fishing rights without explicit consent.
Judicial recognition of historic rights dates back
to the Madras High Court case of Annakumaru
Pillai vs Muthupayal And Ors. (1904), which
upheld claims based on traditional pearl and
conch fisheries. Therefore, India’s acceptance in
1974 of the maritime boundary was not whimsical
but legally consistent with historic precedent.

The UNCLOS (Article 123) encourages
cooperation in semi-enclosed seas — such as the
Palk Bay and Gulf of Mannar. Here, joint resource
management is not just ideal but mandatory.

Models exist as in the Baltic Sea Fisheries
Convention where Latvia, Poland and the
European Union share quotas to conserve
resources.

India and Sri Lanka could implement similar
frameworks such as equitable quotas for fishing
days and catch, a joint research station on
Katchatheevu for marine biologists to monitor
resources and suggest sustainable practices, and
promotion of deep-sea fishing in India’s
200-nautical-mile Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ), reducing pressure on near-shore waters
and lessening illegal crossings.

Toward good neighbourhood policy

India’s regional leadership is shaped not just by
geography but also by cultural and civilisational
ties. With Sri Lanka, those ties are especially
deep. To protect them, disputes must be
addressed without populist rhetoric but through
quiet cooperation, legal recognition and shared
livelihood security. The way forward involves
multiple levels such as
government-to-government talks (retaining trust
and treaty obligations) and State/Provincial
engagement (involving Tamil Nadu and Sri
Lanka’s Northern Provincial Council and
community dialogue, encouraging people-people
empathy that overcomes media distortions).

If handled with prudence, the Katchatheevu
and Palk Straits issues can become symbols of
cooperation rather than conflict.

India and Sri Lanka share not only maritime
boundaries but also centuries of cultural,
religious, and kinship ties. The fisheries issue
requires fairness to both communities,
prioritising artisanal livelihoods and ecological
sustainability. The Katchatheevu issue,
meanwhile, is legally settled — it should no longer
cloud the real problem of managing resources. By
adopting a collaborative fisheries regime,
investing in deep-sea alternatives, and respecting
historical legal agreements, the fishers of Tamil
Nadu and the Northern province of Sri Lanka
could move from confrontation to cooperation. In
the long arc of diplomacy, smaller disputes must
not overshadow the larger vision: peace,
prosperity and mutual respect in South Asia.

A joint and new journey along the SCO pathway

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Tianjin,

China, for the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Summit, and attend the
meeting between China’s President Xi Jinping and
Mr. Modi. This is a summit of solidarity and
friendship. After 24 years of development, the
SCO has grown into the world’s largest regional
organisation. The SCO Tianjin Summit has been
the largest since the organisation’s establishment.
Leaders or the representatives of 23 countries,
Mr. Modi included, and 10 heads of international
organisations gathered to renew friendship,
explore cooperation, seek common
development, and advance the SCO into a new
stage of high-quality development.

L ast week, I was privileged to welcome

A high-yielding summit

There were fruitful outcomes. The Tianjin
Declaration announced the establishment of
“four security centres”, including the SCO
Universal Center for Countering Security
Challenges and Threats and the SCO Anti-drug
Center, and decided to set up the SCO
Development Bank. Member-states of the SCO
issued statements which expressed a fair stance
in support of the multilateral trading system, and
a just voice for defending the achievements of the
victory in the Second World War.

This was a summit that focused on
development. The leaders adopted the SCO’s
development strategy for the next decade.
Against this backdrop, Mr. Xi announced that
China would establish three major platforms for
China-SCO cooperation in energy, green industry,
and the digital economy, and set up three major
cooperation centres for scientific and
technological innovation, higher education and
also vocational and technical education. These
initiatives are open to all member-states,
providing the organisation with new
opportunities and empowering the region’s
sustainable development.

It was a summit leading global governance. In
response to the governance deficit facing today’s
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world, Mr. Xi put forth the Global Governance
Initiative, calling for adhering to sovereign
equality, abiding by international rule of law,
practising multilateralism, advocating a
people-centered approach, and focusing on
taking real actions, which became the biggest
highlight of this summit.

Since joining the SCO in 2017, India has played
an important role in advancing the SCO’s
development. China deeply appreciates Mr.
Modi’s and India’s full support for China’s SCO
presidency. China stands ready to work with
India to enhance cooperation under the
framework of SCO in various areas such as
security, financing, energy, green industry and
the digital economy, to better improve the
well-being of their people.

The diamond jubilee of ties

This year marks the 75th anniversary of
China-India diplomatic ties. In Tianjin, Mr. Xi and
Mr. Modi reached new, important and common
understandings on growing China-India relations
further. Mr. Xi pointed out that it should be the
right choice for China and India to be
good-neighbourly friends and partners who help
each other succeed, and have the dragon and the
elephant dance together. Mr. Modi also stated
that India and China are partners, not rivals.
Their consensus far outweighs their
disagreement. India is ready to view and develop
the bilateral ties from a long-term perspective.

We should uphold the important and common
understandings reached by the two leaders as
guidance, and push bilateral relations forward for
more practical progress.

First, we should further consolidate strategic
mutual trust. We should earnestly draw the
lessons from the past 75 years, strengthen correct
strategic perception, explore right ways for
neighbouring major countries to get along with
each other, which are characterised by mutual
respect and trust, peaceful coexistence, pursuit
of common development, and win-win
cooperation, and gradually resume various

mechanisms for dialogue and exchange between
the two governments.

Second, we should further expand exchanges
and cooperation. We should focus on
development, which is the biggest common
denominator of the two countries, and promote
mutual support and success, and better facilitate
trade and investment flows. The Chinese side is
ready to strengthen cooperation with the Indian
side in technology, education, culture, tourism
and poverty alleviation, and promote exchanges
and communications between political parties,
think-tanks, media and the youth, so as to expand
the convergence of interests and promote
people-to-people bonds.

Third, we should further enhance
good-neighbourliness and friendship. We should
continue to uphold the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence initiated by the older generation of
Chinese and Indian leaders, truly respect each
other’s core interests and major concerns, and
combine our strength to maintain peace and
tranquillity in the border areas. We should not
allow the boundary question that was left over
from the past to define current China-India
relations, nor let specific differences affect
bilateral cooperation, so as to ensure the sound
and stable development of China-India relations.

The road ahead

As the world’s two most populous major
developing countries and important members of
the Global South, China and India share common
interests in pursuing development and
revitalisation, maintaining world peace and
stability, and promoting global governance. India
and China will successively assume the BRICS
presidency in the next two years. China stands
ready to work with India to support each other’s
presidency, deepen and strengthen greater BRICS
cooperation, jointly implement the Global
Governance Initiative, resolutely oppose bullying
and hegemony, defend international fairness and
justice, and join hands to build a community with
a shared future for humanity.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

India, regional unrest

As protests erupt in Nepal
and governments in
Pakistan and Bangladesh
struggle with instability, it is
a reminder of how fragile
democracy can be (Front
page, September 10). India,
despite its challenges,
stands strong, guided by
stable institutions and the
will of its people. We often

take this for granted. But
looking around, we must
appreciate what we have
and protect it. These
neighbouring crises should
inspire us to stay engaged,
informed and united. Our
democracy is not perfect,
but it is ours — and it is
working. Yet, we must not
forget that instability next
door can ripple across over

our own borders if we are
not vigilant.

Ishika Rajpura,

Amritsar, Punjab

A new era in tennis

The just concluded US Open
is proof enough of a clear
generational shift in world
tennis not only on the court
but also in the hearts of
global audiences also. While

legends such as Novak
Djokovic, Rafael Nadal and
Roger Federer have

together dominated men’s
tennis, there is change with
the arrival of two highly

talented youngsters —
‘Sincaraz’, who combine
grit, guts and grace. The

Corrections & Clarifications

two terms as Vice-President.

Maharashtra Governor C.P. Radhakrishnan is the 15th Vice-President of In-
dia, and not the 17th, as mentioned in a front-page report, “Radhakrish-
nan elected Vice-President of India” (September 10, 2025). It was the 17th
V-P election as Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan and Hamid Ansari each served
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emergence of a new
generation of tennis stars
has reignited enthusiasm
for the wonderful game.

R. Sivakumar,
Chennai
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To build roads is to build peace

n India’s tribal hinterlands,

especially those affected by

Maoist insurgency, roads

are not just a matter of
transport. They are emissaries of
the state, carving a path not only
through forests and hills but also
through histories of
marginalisation and neglect. In
regions where formal institutions
are barely visible, a newly built
road often marks the first arrival of
governance itself.

A growing body of research
shows that road development in
conflict-affected areas has a
stabilising effect. In Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, and Odisha, core
States in the “Red Corridor,” the
presence of rural roads is strongly
associated with improvements in
electricity access, employment
opportunities, and security. Roads
help reclaim governance from
non-state actors who thrive in
isolation. When the state is absent,
insurgent groups often step in
with slogans and systems. Across
conflict zones, insurgents have set
up parallel institutions that mimic
state functions. Diego Gambetta’s
classic study of the Sicilian Mafia
illustrates this: extralegal actors
assume roles such as conflict
resolution and taxation when the
state withdraws. In India, Maoist
insurgents have attempted to fill
governance gaps in remote areas
by running informal courts and
levying their own “taxes.” The
demand and supply logic applies
to governance. An undersupply of
formal governance leads to
opportunistic entrepreneurship
seeking to pick up the slack in
supply.

In some tribal regions, it is
reported that extralegal outfits
have even dispensed rudimentary
medical aid where clinics are
absent — an act that blurs the line
between care and coercion.
Research by Alpa Shah (2018) and
Human Rights Watch (2009) notes
that the Naxalite presence in
villages often includes some
health services and welfare
activities, though always
underwritten by the threat of
violence. As scholar Zachariah
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Mampilly (2011) observed in other
insurgent contexts, such services
are not charitable - they are
strategic. The aim is not just
survival but legitimacy.

Legitimacy cannot rest on
coercion alone. Extralegal
governance, while sometimes
filling the gaps left by the state, is
not bound by constitutional
safeguards or democratic
principles. Its forms of justice are
often opaque, arbitrary, and
punitive. In several Maoist-affected
areas, there are reports of
kangaroo courts (jan adalats) that
have issued summary
punishments, including
executions, without due process.
This is justice without appeal,
correction, or accountability-more
terror than tribunal.

This is why infrastructure
matters. It is the physical
precondition for the presence of
lawful authority. Jain and Biswas
(2023) have shown that road
connectivity correlates with a
decline in crime and increased
service access in rural India.
Internationally, Rafael
Prieto-Curiel and Ronaldo
Menezes (2020) demonstrate that
violence is higher in poorly
connected areas, whether in cities
or rural zones. Infrastructure,
they argue, is not merely
functional; it is political.

Formal state institutions,
though imperfect, operate within
a framework of laws shaped by
democratic consensus. These laws
are debated, refined, and subject
to public scrutiny. When schools,
police stations, clinics and courts
are introduced in conflict-prone
areas through road development,
they bring not only services but a
system that is, at least in principle,
accountable to citizens. It is the
rule of law, not rule by fiat.

This contrast is critical. While
formal institutions are subject to
electoral oversight, bureaucratic
accountability, and legal restraint,
informal justice systems are not.
They more often reflect
entrenched power hierarchies and
patriarchal norms, leading to
practices such as vigilante justice

and collective punishment. In the
absence of courts, entire
communities can be targeted.
Accusations of collaboration with
security forces have, in some
cases, led to mob reprisals under
the guise of justice.

The Indian state has recognised
this. In Chhattisgarh, former top
official and current NITI Aayog
CEO B.V.R. Subrahmanyam led a
thoughtful strategy that placed
infrastructure at the heart of
governance renewal. Roads came
first, followed by schools, clinics,
and law enforcement. Each road
had a message: that the state has
come in, and is here to stay.

Safeguards are needed too

But infrastructure alone cannot
resolve conflict. Roads can carry
relief or repression. Without
institutional safeguards such as
justice mechanisms, health-care
access, and community
consultation, they risk becoming
symbols of control rather than
inclusion. A road should not
simply be laid through a village
but built with the village as this is
essential to legitimacy. Moreover,
we must be mindful that informal
social norms, even outside
insurgent control, can be just as
exclusionary. It is said that in some
parts of rural India, khap
panchayats and caste councils
operate alongside or in place of
formal institutions. These bodies
often enforced rigid social codes
through shame or violence. While
they may have provided swift
resolution, they did so without the
protections of equity or legality.
Development, therefore, must aim
not only to replace insurgent
authority but also to integrate
pluralistic, rights-based
governance rooted in India’s
constitutional values.

As India invests in its tribal
heartlands, especially in regions
like southern Chhattisgarh, road
development must be part of a
broader effort to extend justice,
dignity, and opportunity. The goal
is not merely movement but
belonging. To build roads, then, is
to build peace.

The BRS’s woes continue

CBI probe into Kaleshwaram lapses, rebellion by Kavitha spell more trouble

STATE OF PLAY

Ravi Reddy
ravi.reddy@thehindu.co.in

he political drama in
T Telangana that unfold-

ed with the suspen-
sion of Kalvakuntla Kavitha
last week is likely to trouble
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS), the main Opposition
party in the State, which is
confronting one issue after
another. Ms. Kavitha was the
BRS Member of the Legislative
Council (MLC) and Telangana
Jagruti President, and is also
the daughter of BRS leader
and former Telangana Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar
Rao.

The BRS is already grap-
pling with a probe by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation,
ordered by the Congress go-
vernment in Telangana, to
look into the findings by the
Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghosh
Commission of Inquiry. The
Commission had probed al-
leged irregularities in the con-
struction of the Kaleshwaram
Lift Irrigation Project, leading
to its inoperability. The open
rebellion by Ms. Kavitha is
another blow for the BRS. A
day after her suspension for
‘anti-party’ activities, she ten-
dered her resignation as MLC,
and vowed to fight her
detractors.

The BRS also faces a tough
challenge in retaining the Jubi-
lee Hills Assembly seat with
the passing of the sitting mem-
ber, Maganti Gopinath. Its
popularity will be tested once
the bugle for local body polls
is sounded.

Another emerging issue is
bypolls to a few Assembly
seats being conducted if the
Telangana Assembly Speaker
decides to disqualify turncoat
MLAs who joined the ruling
Congress. The Supreme Court

Telangana

had ordered the disposal of
the disqualification petitions
within three months.

The ruling Congress and
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) are preparing for the
prestigious local body polls. In
contrast, the BRS is in a state
of confusion — Ms. Kavitha has
also blamed a cousin and
former Irrigation Minister, T.
Harish Rao, and former Rajya
Sabha member Joginpally San-
tosh Rao for her woes which
has irked her father as well as
brother, BRS president K.T.
Rama Rao.

Some women BRS leaders
have tried to counter her but
the response has been weak as
this is an issue that involves
the party’s first family. While
the BRS leadership has been
cautious on the issue of 42%
quota for Backward Classes
(BC) that has been envisaged
by the ruling Congress in or-
der to improve its electoral
chances. Ms. Kavitha has
made it clear that she intends
taking up the BC quota slogan.

The party leadership is con-
fident that they can handle
any damage that she might
cause — she may not attract
many leaders to her fold and
there is speculation that the
‘neglected’ second or third
rung leaders may try and
jump ship. To unsettle her, the
BRS has engineered a split in
the Telangana Jagruti, the cul-
tural outfit that she had float-
ed at the height of the State-
hood movement.

BRS leaders are also watch-

ing to see whether Ms. Kavitha
could embarrass the party by
fielding candidates in the local
bodies.

While the sarpanch elec-
tions are held on a non-party
basis, the ZPTC and MPTC
part of Panchayat Raj bodies
are conducted using party
symbols. After losing power in
the Assembly elections in
2023, drawing a blank in the
2024 general election and
shocked to have 10 of its MLAs
defect to the Congress, the
BRS can ill-afford to face more
trouble.

In the 2019 local body polls,
the BRS — it was called the Te-
langana Rashtra Samiti then —
won 445 ZPTC seats and 3,556
MPTC posts in elections to 534
ZPTC and 5,659 MPTC vacan-
cies in 32 districts. The Con-
gress is now keen to bag a ma-
jority of the seats.

The BRS still has a chance
to recoup if it is able to focus
on the local body polls.
Though its strategy on the 42%
BC quota is still unclear, it fac-
es an uphill task in taking on
the resurgent Congress, which
is banking on the BC quota is-
sue to win.

Nevertheless, it will be a
straight fight between the
Congress and the BRS as the
BJP is not a force to reckon
with.

Amid the gloom, BRS lead-
ers are hopeful that the legisla-
tors who defected will be dis-
qualified, paving the way for
another round of bye-elec-
tions. If this happens, the bye-
lections will not only be a chal-
lenge to the BRS but also to
Chief Minister A. Revanth Red-
dy of the Congress, who can
ill-afford to lose a seat.

Whether the BRS will be
able to take on the might of
the Congress in the event of
bypolls will be keenly
watched. Till then the BRS will
have to find a way to manage
its many troubles.

Political instability, economic difficulties behind Nepal's rage

DATA POINT

Vignesh Radhakrishnan
Srinivasan Ramani

he “Gen Z” protests in Ne-
T pal that began as a move-

ment against the ban on
social media outlets and corrup-
tion on Monday, took a violent
turn the next day, with attacks on
all institutions. The proximate rea-
sons apart, political instability —
marked by frequent changes in go-
vernment and unethical alliances
— has kept Nepal’s stark societal in-
equalities intact, especially among
youth who are forced to emigrate
due to soaring unemployment.
This should explain their angry
protests.

When Khadga Prasad Oli -- he
has since resigned -- formed a new
government in 2024, it marked the
30th change in leadership in Nepal
ever since it became an elected de-
mocracy in 1990. Despite transi-
tioning from constitutional monar-
chy (1990-2008) to becoming a
constitutional republic (2008 on-
wards), no Prime Minister has ever
completed a full term.

Data show that Nepal tops the
world in government tenures since
1990. Excluding countries such as
San Marino, Bosnia-Herzegovina
and Switzerland, where frequent
leadership changes are legally
mandated, Nepal leads with 25
completed tenures since 1990—
each lasting on average just a year
and two months (Table 1).

These frequent changes have
undermined the promise of stable,
democratic, federal governance as
envisioned by Nepal’s two Jan An-
dolans (1989-90 and 2005-2008).
Political instability has also meant
that long-standing inequalities —
between rich and poor, rural and
urban, educated and less-educat-
ed — remain entrenched. These di-
vides are most pronounced among
youth, the main cohort that led the
demonstrations against political
elites in protests described as “Gen
Z vs Nepo kids™.
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Nepal is the most unstable democracy and has the fourth highest remittance-dependency

FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 11, 1975

Madras Has Deepest Port

Nepal’s overall unemployment
rate stood at 12.5% in 2022-23, but
the burden falls disproportionate-
ly on the young. Among those
aged 1524, unemployment
reached 22.7%, compared to 11.5%
in the 25-44 group and 7.5% among
those aged 45-64 (Chart 2).

Inequality cuts across multiple
dimensions. Some 17.2% of indivi-
duals from the poorest households
were unemployed, as against 8.5%
from the richest. Education
creates stark differences: unem-
ployment stands at 18.1% among
those with only basic schooling,
compared to just 6.3% among ba-
chelor’s degree holders. Geogra-
phy adds another layer — while
Kathmandu valley records the low-
est rate at 7.6%, unemployment ex-
ceeds 20% in many rural regions.

Critically, labour force partici-
pation itself is much lower among
poor, rural, and less-educated
populations. Among the relatively
fewer in these groups who enter
the labour market, a higher share
cannot find work. This creates a
double disadvantage — not only
are they unable to find employ-
ment, but many are not even ac-
tively seeking it due to lack of rele-
vant opportunities.

This has pushed many, especial-
ly from disadvantaged groups, to
seek work abroad. About one in
four males in Nepal is absent from
home, with a significant share liv-
ing outside the country. The pro-
portion of female-headed house-
holds has increased dramatically
from just 13.6% in 1995-96 to 37.1%
in 2022-23, reinforcing this pattern
of male out-migration.

Absenteeism is starkest in rural
areas and among youth. About
20% of the rural population is ab-
sent from home, compared with
just 8.7% in the Kathmandu valley.
More than half of male absentees
(56%) are aged 15-29 years — the
same group recording the highest
unemployment rate. Those who
leave Nepal to work abroad have
become a major income source for
families and the nation. The share
of households receiving remittanc-

es has risen sharply from 23.4% in
199596 to 76.8% in 2022-23.
Among such households, remit-
tances now account for over 33%
of total income, up from 26.6% in
1995-96 (Chart 3).

More significantly, remittances
increasingly originate from out-
side Nepal. In 2022-23, nearly 50%
came from countries other than
India, about 20% from India, and
the rest from internal migrants. In
contrast, in 1995-96, 44.7% came
from within Nepal and 33% from
India. This shift highlights both the
growing exodus of Nepali workers
and diversification of destinations
beyond India. Current remittance
sources show that Qatar (10%),
Saudi Arabia (9%), Malaysia
(8.6%), and the UAE (7.1%) are the
most preferred non-Indian desti-
nations for Nepali workers.

Personal remittances have
surged from just 1% of Nepal’s GDP
in 1990 to over 33% in 2024. By this
measure, Nepal ranks as the
world’s fourth most remittance-
dependent country. Notably, this
figure covers only cross-border
remittances.

These statistics show precisely
why Nepal’s youth had taken to
the streets with such fury, even if
the violent upheaval that followed
the Gen Z’s protests the next day
deserves a closer look at who insti-
gated the arson and vandalism
that targeted Parliament, the Su-
preme Court and other institu-
tions.

In sum, Nepal has achieved the
world’s highest level of political in-
stability while simultaneously be-
coming the world’s fourth most-re-
mittance-dependent  economy.
These two facts seen together sug-
gest that political instability has re-
sulted in the lack of economic pol-
icies to diversify Nepal’s economy
and provide jobs, forcing citizens
to seek jobs abroad. Which goes on
to explain why there is severe an-
ger against the political system
that came into being after two
massive civil and political society
mobilisations in 1990 and 2005.

With inputs from Godhashri S.

Fire in the mountains

The data for the charts were sourced from the National Statistics Office of Nepal
and the Rulers, Elections and Irregular Governance dataset

office during the anti-government protests in Kathmandu, Nepal. PTI

Table 1: Countries with the

N Bl Country | Tenures | Average tenure (months)
highest number of tenures their

heads of governments have had _Nepal 25" 13.7

between 1990 and August 2021 vanuatu 22 15.6
Bulgari 17 21.8

*The data excludes two tenures wgaria

of direct rule by former King Nauru 17 16.8

Gyanendra.

Countries where frequent Moldova 16 22.8

leadership changes are legally

mandated are excluded ekl = 2

Chart 2: Nepal's age-wise unemployment rate in 2022-23 (in %)
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Chart 3: Share of households receiving remittances and the share of remittances
in the total income of recipient households in Nepal
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MADRAS, Sept. 10

Madras is the deepest port in India to-day with
the completion of dredging of the outer harbour
to receive ships 46 feet of draught last month.
The first oil tanker loaded up to 46 draught, was
berthed in the Bharathi dock on August 13 with
73,000 tonnes of Iranian crude for the Madras
refinery. The Shipping Corporation of India’s
tanker, M.T. “Lal Bahadur Shastri” arrived on
August 29, laden up to 46 feet draught and
carrying 65,000 tonnes of crude.

Prior to the completion of deepening of the
outer harbour, ships of draught upto 42 feet only
were received. A proposal to deepen the outer
harbour further to receive ships of draught upto
49 feet was pending approval of the
Government of India, Mr. S.P. Ambrose,
Chairman of the Madras Port Trust, told
news-men to-day.

The Chairman said the construction of the first
stage of the fisheries harbour, north of the
Bharathi dock, to accommodate 50 trawlers and
500 mechanised fishing boats was expected to
be completed by the middle of 1977. The
capacity would be increased to receive 160
trawlers and 500 more mechanised boats later.
In addition to 35 acres available on the shore
now, 60 acres would be reclaimed from the sea
to provide facilities like auction and packing
halls, cold storage and processing plants. The
harbour was designed to handle 40,000 tonnes
of sea food per annum initially and 80,000
tonnes subsequently.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 11, 1925

Abolition Of Slavery

Viscount Cecil’s Proposals

Submitted to League Committee

(Reuter’s Agency.)

GENEVA, Sep. 9.

Viscount Cecil, on behalf of Britain,
unexpectedly submitted to-day at the League
Committee, proposals for the eventual abolition
of slavery, including domestic slavery in all parts
of the world. No serious objections were raised.
But Portuguese and other delegates emphasised
the importance of not moving too rapidly.

It is understood that the proposals are regarded
as the most important of their kind, since the
Brussels Act of 1890 and provides severe
punishment for anyone attempting to engage in
slave traffic in any signatory State and
assimilates slave trading with piracy and lays
down that the slave vessel shall be treated as a

pirate.
»
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The projected decline  Funds regional parties Odisha’s electric The death toll from Dengue cases linked to
in revenue of Indian earned through vehicle adoption target attacks by an Islamist  climate change in Asia
shrimp in FY26 electoral bonds by 2030 group in Congo and the Americas

in per cent. The Odisha
50 Electric Policy, 2021, came

into force in September 2021,
with an objective of adopting 20% EVs in
the next four years, an official said.
“However, the target could not be achieved
as only around 9% EV adoption took place

during this period,” he said. rmi

in per cent. The U.S. is India’s
lz most critical market for frozen

shrimp, representing 41% of the
export volume and 48% of the value in
FY25, India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra)
said in a report. The US’s 50% reciprocal
tariff is expected to significantly impact
trade flows. emi

in per cent. Around 40
70 regional political parties

declared a combined income
of 22,532.09 crore in the financial year
2023-24, according to an analysis by
Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR).
The Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) reported

the highest income at ¥685.51 crore. eri

in per cent. The 18% translates
lS into more than 4.6 million extra

infections per year on average
from 1995-2014, researchers said. Under
continued global warming,
mosquito-borne infectious diseases could
climb another 50-76% by 2050. e1i

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The attacks, carried out by
the Allied Democratic Force
(ADF), are the latest in a

series of mass attacks on civilians in the
troubled region. The ADF operates in the
border region between Congo and Uganda.
The ADF pledged allegiance to the Islamic
State group in 2019. pmi
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What is next for Indian football?

What did the Supreme Court judgment say about the status of the Indian Super League? Why did the Football Sports Development Limited put the 2025-26

season on hold? Has the All India Football Federation ratified its new constitution? Is there a possibility of the FSDL not being the commercial partner this season?

EXPLAINER CEE— . before'October 15 and a bid evaluation THE GIST
e ﬁf committee has been formed for the same.
2 FSDL also told the SC that the
N. Sudarshan T July-September quarterly rights fee of v
- %12.5 crore has been cleared and that it In 2010, the AIFF signed a
The story so far: = = was open to advancing the payment of 15-year Master Rights

n September 1, the Supreme

Court of India paved the way

for the commencement of the

country’s top-flight football —
the Indian Super League (ISL). Scheduled
to begin this month, the premier
competition has been in limbo ever since
the Football Sports Development Limited
(FSDL), organisers of ISL, announced on
July 11 that the 2025-26 season will be ‘put
on hold’. But in a short order — with a
detailed judgment to follow — the SC
accepted a tentative roadmap presented
jointly by the FSDL and the All India
Football Federation (AIFF) which will see
the season start with the Super Cup in late
October, followed by the ISL in December,
subject to the consent of the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC).

Why was the ISL put on hold?

In 2010, the AIFF signed a 15-year Master
Rights Agreement (MRA) with the FSDL —
a joint venture between Reliance
Industries and Star Sports — to run the
ISL, which eventually kicked off in 2014.
The FSDL is AIFF’s commercial partner
and pays Indian football’s custodian an
annual sum of ¥50 crore for the right to
broadcast, commercialise and manage
Indian football, including the national
team. But this agreement runs only till
December 8, 2025, and though
negotiations to finalise new terms went on
for months, they remained inconclusive.
A deal that will expire midway through
the season was deemed undesirable and
the organisers decided to suspend
operations until there was clarity about
the future.

The situation was made more
complicated when the SC, back in April,
asked both parties not to take any final
decision until it pronounces the judgment
in a case regarding the formulation of a
new constitution for the AIFF. This case

Fresh hope: The Kerala Blasters FC team during a training session in Kochi in 2023. FILE PHOTO

arose out of a judgment passed by the
Delhi High Court in 2017 which deemed
that the election of AIFF office-bearers
was in violation of the National Sports
Code. The SC stayed the HC order and
called for a new constitution to be
drafted. The SC’s recent prohibition on
any decisive parleys between AIFF and
FSDL was essentially to avoid a scenario
where the eventual verdict calls for fresh
elections and the whole MRA has to be
renegotiated by the new AIFF committee.
On August 22, however, after being
apprised of the difficulties faced by the
stakeholders in the football ecosystem,
the SC asked AIFF and FSDL to come up
with a “workable arrangement for the
smooth functioning of the league(s)”. The
SC, through last week’s order, while
making no mention of fresh elections,
prima facie accepted the joint roadmap

and stated that the “collaborative effort is
a significant step in the evolution of
Indian football”.

What have AIFF and FSDL proposed?
Apart from the provisional dates for
starting the season, it has been agreed to
“conduct an open, competitive and
transparent tender for selection of a
commercial partner to conduct the ISL in
line with global best practices”. This
effectively means that there is a chance
that the FSDL may cease to be the
commercial partner if any other entity
outbids it. Additionally, FSDL agreed to
“waive its contractual Right of First
Negotiation and Right to Match under the
Master Rights Agreement dated 08
December 2010” and to issue a No
Objection Certificate for the execution of
this tender. This process is to wind up

the final tranche of ¥12.5 crore for the
October-December 2025 quarter.

What does the short to medium-term
future hold?

Once the tender is floated and a
commercial partner finalised, broadcast
deals have to be struck and
revenue-sharing agreements with clubs
drawn. These remain important for clubs
to work out their budgets for the season.

While such negotiations progress on
one side, authorities will have to deal with
the stern ultimatum that the world
governing body FIFA and AFC have issued
to the AIFF to adopt and ratify its new
constitution by October 30. It is to be
noted that in August 2022, when the SC
appointed a Committee of Administrators
(CoA) to temporarily assume charge of
AIFF and finalise the new constitution,
FIFA suspended the AIFF citing “undue
interference by a third party”.

A repeat of this episode is unlikely, for
the AIFF is now governed by an elected
committee, and the SC’s detailed
judgment ratifying the constitution — as
finalised by Justice (Retd.) L. Nageswara
Rao after taking into account the
comments and suggestions of various
stakeholders on the draft version
prepared by the CoA — is expected
shortly.

The constitution has to be in line with
the National Sports Governance Act,
2025, which was passed during the recent
monsoon session of Parliament. But the
Act, despite receiving Presidential assent,
is yet to notified. The SC had initially kept
its judgment pending to ensure that the
constitution was in sync with the Sports
Governance Act. But in the last hearing, it
indicated that it will not wait for the law
to be notified after being informed by the
Centre’s counsel that it could take as
many as six months.

Agreement (MRA) with the
FSDL — a joint venture
between Reliance Industries
and Star Sports — to run the
ISL, which eventually kicked off
in 2014.

v

But this agreement runs only
till December 8, 2025, and
though negotiations to finalise
new terms went on for months,
they remained inconclusive.

v

On September 1, the Supreme
Court of India paved the way

for the commencement of the
country’s top-flight football —
the Indian Super League (ISL).

released M23 prisoners. THE GIST
‘ ‘ ; OeS peace Seem SO What does it mean for the conflict?
The U.S.s direct involvement and Qatar’s v

elusive to eastern DRC?

Why is the US. interested in entering the region? Why did the ceasefire deal fail?

mediation with armed groups have
brought hope and opened a gateway
toward trust and a lasting peace in
eastern DRC. Although the ceasefire was
violated, Qatar resumed re-negotiating
with the warring sides on August 26.
However, DRC’s record of previously
failed ceasefires and peace efforts signal

Washington brought the DRC
and Rwanda to sign a peace
agreement, committing to a
cessation of hostilities, respect
for territorial integrity, and an
end to support for armed
groups, including the M23.

v

Anu Maria Joseph Security Coordination Mechanism (JSCM) | the DRC agreed to release M23 prisoners. that commitment and compliance from
within 30 days to oversee conflict all actors can never be guaranteed. Doha mediated directly
The story so far: settlement and an Economic Integration What are the interests of the U.S.? Unlike previous peace initiatives, the between the DRC and the

ver the past eight weeks, the
conflict in eastern Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC)
has seen two major
developments. On June 27, Rwanda and
the DRC signed a U.S.-brokered peace
agreement in Washington, DC. On July 19,
the Congolese government and M23 rebel
group signed a ceasefire deal in Doha,
mediated by Qatar. However, days after
the U.S.-led peace agreement and Doha
ceasefire, M23 resumed its offensive,
undermining the peace objectives.

What happened in the U.S. and Doha?
Washington brought the DRC and Rwanda
to sign a peace agreement, committing to
a cessation of hostilities, respect for
territorial integrity, and an end to support
for armed groups, including the M23.
Both signatories agreed to establish a Joint
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Framework within 90 days to promote
licit mineral trade and economic
cooperation. The accord also calls for
disengagement, disarmament, and
conditional integration of armed groups
into the Congolese forces. For the DRC,
the U.S. entry meant an end to illicit
mineral trade; security assistance; and
U.S. investment. Rwanda has been
accused by the UN and other Western
countries of supporting the M23 rebels.
The international pressure left Rwanda
with no option but to sign the agreement.
Doha mediated directly between the

DRC and the non-state armed group, M23.

The DRC and M23 rebels signed a
Declaration of Principles, agreeing to an
immediate ceasefire and commitment to
reach a comprehensive peace agreement
by August 18. The M23 promised to
withdraw from the regions it seized, and

For the U.S, the deal would give them
access to the DRC’s $24 trillion worth of
critical mineral reserves. The country
possesses 70% of global cobalt reserves,
making it the world’s largest producer.
The region is also popular for its coltan,
copper, diamond, gold and tin reserves.
Further, U.S. entry into the region would
mean an end to Chinese companies’
monopoly in the DRC’s mineral sector.

Did the peace agreement last?

The Doha ceasefire did not hold for long.
M23 continued its offensives in North and
South Kivu provinces. The Human Rights
Watch reported that the group killed
more than 140 people in July. The
ceasefire was violated when M23 and DRC
failed to adhere to the terms of the
agreement. M23 has not withdrawn from
the regions it seized, nor has the DRC

U.S.-led peace agreement served the
security, political and economic interests
of the warring parties. The signing of the
agreement conveyed an impression of a
return to peace in the region, which is far
from happening. The conflict in eastern
DRC is rooted in unresolved history
stemming from the Rwandan genocide of
1994, the subsequent Congo wars, and the
tensions between more than a hundred
ethnic armed groups, persisting over
decades. Although the peace agreement
successfully brought Rwanda and DRC to
the bargaining table, the root causes of
the conflict remain unaddressed.
Therefore, for the agreement to succeed,
it requires a comprehensive peace
process and continued efforts.

The author is a Project Associate at the
National Institute of Advanced Studies,
Bangalore.

non-state armed group, M23.
v

The U.S.’s direct involvement
and Qatar’s mediation with
armed groups have brought
hope and opened a gateway
toward trust and a lasting
peace in eastern DRC.
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Pine trees from a wood in Himachal Pradesh. GETTY IMAGES

HARRIET RIX

FINDING THE
MOTHER TREE

i

Wood wide web: trees have their
own network to preserve life

What is a tree? When were trees born? Three books urge readers to think of trees not as passive, aesthetic entities but as key shapers of the

environment. Trees are rain-makers above ground and redistributors of water underground, among other contributions

Sudhirendar Sharma

t is easy to think of trees as passive

entities with limited mobility, the

essential green in the biodiversity

of life. But as new research shows,
the environmental benefits of trees — air
cleaning, prevention of flooding,
sequestration of carbon dioxide — are
side-effects of trees’ abilities to shape the
environment. There is a tendency to take
trees for granted for their environmental
and aesthetic values. It is so despite the
fact that any of the tree species which
have evolved over thousands of years
carries a common ecological narrative.
Amongst many environmental services on
offer, the amazing property of trees is that
they can not only bring water down from
the sky, but can send it back up as
transpiration too.

But to assume that trees have only a
limited role is to belittle their existence.
Conversely, it is amazing how trees have
done more as blind explorers beneath the
soil to communicate and cooperate not
only with themselves but with other
species too. It is only in recent times that
this quality is being studied. In the
process, trees have emerged as the
original terraformers, breaking down
barren rock to create soil, channelling
water into rivers, and releasing oxygen
into an atmosphere previously
inhospitable to complex life. Without
trees, the earth would have literally been
a desert.

This hasn’t been a passive process in
itself. Trees have, over millennia, exerted
control over fundamental elements —
water, air, fire, and the ground beneath.

Element by element, trees have learned
to control water, air, fire and the ground
beneath, as well as fungi, plants, animals,
and even people, shaping them according
to their ‘tree-ish’ agenda. According to
tree researcher Harriet Rix, (The Genius of
Trees, 2025, Bodley Head) trees are not
victims of change but agents of change in
a grand ecological narrative. They are
undoubtedly leading actors in the great
drama of life on earth. “When modern
humans evolved about 40,000 years ago,
there were an estimated six trillion trees
on the planet. By the time we appeared
on the scene, trees had already altered
the planet’s air, changed the flow of water,
used fire as a tool and built relationships
with the plants and animals around
them,” writes Rix.

Vital consciousness

Recent scientific research has illuminated
the intricate relationship trees maintain
with their surroundings. For the better
part of almost 400 million years, trees
have been some of the largest organisms
on land.

While early research highlights the
interesting exchange of resources through
what is often dubbed the ‘wood wide
web’ — some interpretations have
ventured into anthropomorphism and
human-like emotions being transmitted to
trees. How have trees done this is perhaps
the story to understand.

Do trees have consciousness? The work
of Suzanne Simard (Finding the Mother
Tree: Discovering the Wisdom of the Forest,
2021, Allen Lane) is worth mentioning
here wherein she gives anthropomorphic
claims that trees ‘talk’ to and ‘love’ one

another. It is like putting a nurturing
mammalian face on to the giants of the
forest to unfold the complexities of a
system. The arboreal history also reveals
how these passive organisms
fundamentally reshaped the planet.
Billions of years ago, these early plants
embarked on an evolutionary journey
culminating in the majestic trees that
dominate landscapes worldwide.

Trees are more than what they may
seem to the naked eye. Recent research
has enlisted the role of trees in shaping
the crucial elements of the ecosystem
viz., water, air, soil, plants, and animals.
Although all elements are equally
important, trees have an endearing effect
on rainfall and water flows above and
below them. The anatomy of trees is more
tightly engineered than a human body,
because rather than moving to avoid
drought and flood, trees control their
own environment to counter any
emerging situation.

Above the ground, trees are
rain-makers and under, their roots collect
and redistribute water. And in between,
the tree can control and use the water
within itself. But the core question
remains: does water enable the trees or
do the trees enable the water? A little bit
of both — and when the climate changes
around them, trees tend to get better at
shaping water.

Innate value

Scientists argue that there is a reason why
we find the smell of wood so comforting,
and like to press our noses between the
pages of books. A little over fifty species
of trees constitute ‘divine’ trees — trees

based on our faiths and traditions.
Vasudha Rai’s Sacred: The Mysticism,
Science, Recipes and Rituals (Ebury 2025)
does not investigate such divine
antecedents but reflects on the values
ascribed to trees like peepal, banyan,
rudraksha and deodar. Why are these
trees considered invaluable? What is the
scientific basis of such a belief?

An acclaimed author on wellness, who
connects traditions with contemporary
living, Rai goes into the science of it.
Blending spiritual wisdom with scientific
research, she provides new insights on
our symbiotic relationship with trees.
What makes divine botany interesting is
the manner in which it outlines ancient
mysticism, modern science, and enlists
recipes to build the narrative that helps
reconnect with trees.

Exploring and reviving this subject is
not without reason. It is about revisiting
our reverence for the green cover which
has reached such a crescendo that we are
devoted to the intangible god but do not
respect tangible manifestations of the
divine.

In reality, every plant must be seen as
sacred because every plant species
supports some bacteria, insects, bees,
birds and mammals. According to ancient
scriptures, every leaf and blade of grass,
branch and the trunk is home to nature
spirits. There is an ancient tale in which a
guru asks his disciple to go into the forest
and find a plant that has no use. The
disciple comes back empty-handed
because he cannot find a single plant that
had no use.

Sudhirendar Sharma is an independent
writer, researcher and academic.
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On the 208th birth anniversary of Carl Zeiss, the German optician whose name became
synonymous with precision lenses, here’s a quiz on his life, work and legacy

Prathmesh Kher

A
QUESTION 1

What was the first product manufactured in Carl Zeiss’s workshop

in Jena?
A
QUESTION 2

Which mathematician cum physicist did Zeiss bring in during the
1860s to apply theoretical science to microscope design?

QUESTION 3

What unusual policy did Zeiss impose regarding microscopes that

failed to meet quality standards?
A
QUESTION 4

Carl Zeiss provided two major welfare measures for his workers
long before they became common in industry. Name them.

A
QUESTION 5
What was Carl Zeiss’s declared philosophy regarding the N
relationship between craftsmanship and science in instrument Visual question:
making?
»

What is the connection between this movie still and Carl Zeiss?

Questions and Answers to the previous
day’s daily quiz: 1. The term when a player
wins the four majors in all three disciplines a
player is eligible for. Ans: Boxed set

2. In the history of men's tennis, only these
two players have won the calendar Grand
Slam. Ans: Don Budge, Rod Laver

3. Only these two players have achieved a
"Surface Slam". Ans: Novak Djokovic and
Rafael Nadal

4. The only player who has won a
non-calendar year grand slam. Ans: Novak
Djokovic

5. This female tennis player equals Novak
Djokovic with 24 grand slam singles wins.
Ans: Margaret Court

6. This player went almost six years without
a loss on clay. Ans: Chris Evert

Visual: Identify this player. Ans: Maureen
Connolly; she is the only player in
history to win a title without losing a set
at all four major championships

Early Bird: Apoorvha K.C.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
S. Upendran

“The roads are really bad, aren’t they?”

“Yes, the rain has caused many
damages.”

“The rain has caused much damage.
The word ‘damage’ doesn’t take ‘many’
before it. It is preceded by ‘much’.”

“I'see. So, is it O.K to say the fast
bowlers caused much damage on the wet
pitch?”

“Sounds O.K. to me. Here’s another
example. The earthquake didn’t cause
much damage.”

“I cannot say, the earthquake didn’t
cause much damages, right?”

“You're right.”

“I see. Sujatha called Gopa a
‘blockhead’ the other day. What does it
mean?”

“Why don’t you guess.”

“Considering the fact that Sujatha and
Gopa hate each other, I would say it’s not
something complimentary.”

“Go on.”

“Does blockhead mean an idiot or
something?”

“Good guess. When you call someone a
‘blockhead’ you’re saying that he/she is
stupid. It’s an informal word. For
example, my old boss was a blockhead.”

“Is your new boss a blockhead too?”

“Don’t be a blockhead. I am definitely
not going to tell you if my new boss is a
blockhead or not.”

“Which probably means that he is a
blockhead.”

“I didn’t say that!”

“You didn’t have to! But tell me, where
does the word blockhead come from?”

“There was a time when wigs were
fashionable in Europe...”

“...I'want to know where the word
‘blockhead’ comes from. I’'m not
interested in wigs.”

“Patience, my dear friend, patience!”

“I don’t have much of that. Please,
continue.”

“As I was saying, in the good old days
wearing wigs was a fashion. And what do
you think a person did with a wig when
he wasn’t wearing it?”

“He probably kept it in his cupboard.”

“If he did that then the wig would have
lost its shape. And the owner would have
had a problem wearing it.”

“So what did the owner do so that the
wig didn’t lose its shape?”

“He placed it on a block of wood that
was shaped like his head.”

“I see. Since the block of wood was
shaped like the owner’s head, I guess it
helped retain the shape of the wig.”

“Exactly! And because this block of
wood was shaped like a human head, it
was called a blockhead.”

“That makes sense. So, a blockhead is
actually something on which you place a
wig”

“Yes, that’s right.”

“And since this block of wood had
nothing inside it, the word blockhead
began to be applied to those who didn’t
have anything inside their heads.”

“Precisely! You’re pretty smart. You're
not a blockhead after all!”

Published in The Hindu on January 27,
1998.

Word of the day

Conscientious:

characterised by extreme care and great effort;
guided by or in accordance with conscience or
sense of right and wrong

Synonyms: painstaking, scrupulous

Usage: It was a conscientious decision to
speak out about injustice.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
conscientiouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /konfienfas/
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Himachal declared ‘tully literate™ what does this mean?

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 10

EARLIER THIS week, Himachal Pradesh was
declared a ‘fully literate’ state — the fifth such
state/Union Territory after Goa, Ladakh,
Mizoram, and Tripura.

None of these, however,
have 100% literacy. Himachal
claims to have a literacy rate of
99.3%, Goa 99.72%, Mizoram

EDUCATION

The Ministry communicated these defi-
nitions to states/UTs last August. It felt the
need to define these terms for ULLAS
(Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in
Society), a literacy programme for people
over 15 who may not have attended school.

The ULLAS program was launched in 2022
with the aim of achieving 100% literacy by
2030, which is one the 17
Sustainable Development
Goals of the UN. The program
isalsoin line with the National

98.2%, Tripura 95.6%, and
Ladakh 97%.So what does it mean to be ‘fully
literate’?

How is literacy defined?

The Ministry of Education defines liter-
acy as “the ability to read, write, and com-
pute with comprehensioni.e., to identify, un-
derstand, interpret and create, along with
critical life skills such as digital literacy, finan-
cial literacy etc.” It defines ‘full literacy’ as
“achieving 95% literacy in a State/UT"".

EXPLAINED

Education Policy (NEP) 2020
which calls for adult education initiatives to
achieve 100% literacy.

How does an individual attain ‘literacy’?
Under the ULLAS program, adultlearners
are taught basic reading, writing, and math
(arithmetic like addition, subtraction, multi-
plication, and division) that a child in school
would learn up to class 3. They are also taught
how to read and measure time, make sense of
calendars, use currency notes, write cheques,

HEALTH

AUTISMRISK: IS PARACETAMOL SAFE
10 TAKE DURING PREGNANCY?

US HEALTH Secretary Robert F Kennedy
Jr plans to announce a link between
autism and prenatal exposure to the pop-
ular over-the-counter pain and fever
medicine Tylenol, sold generically as
acetaminophen in the United States and
paracetamol in the UK (and India).

What does scientific research say on
paracetamol use during pregnancy?

Thereis no firm evidence of alink be-
tween the use of the drug and autism.
Recent studies have yielded conflicting
conclusions on whether its use during
pregnancy might create risks for a devel-
oping foetus.

A 2024 study of nearly 2.5 million
children in Sweden found no causal link
between in utero exposure to paraceta-
mol and neurodevelopmental disorders
like autism spectrum disorder or atten-
tion deficit hyperactivity disorder.

A 2025 review of 46 earlier studies did
suggest a link between prenatal parac-
etamol exposure and increased risks of
these conditions, but the researchers
from the Icahn School of Medicine at
Mount Sinai, Harvard University, and oth-
ers said the study does not prove the drug
caused the outcomes.

They advised that pregnant women
should continue to use paracetamol as
needed, at the lowest possible dose and
for the shortest possible period.

Large 2025 studies from Europe and
Japan have suggested that what might
appear to be small associations between
prenatal paracetamol use and neurode-
velopmental disorders might actually be
due to confounders, that is, other under-
lying factors — such as environmental
conditions, parents’ health and genetics,
other medications the mothers may have
been taking, and illness.

What are the medical guidelines for
pregnant women?

Paracetamol is the recommended
first-line medication for pain and fever
during pregnancy in guidelines from the

P »

US Secretary of Health Robert F
Kennedy Jr on Tuesday. The NYT

American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists, Britain’s Royal College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and
other medical organisations.

Use of ibuprofen, naproxen and other
nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugsin
the third trimester can lead to birth de-
fects, both societies warn.

Pregnant women should talk to their
doctor if they plan to take any of these
medications, ACOG advises.

What are the risks of not reducing
fever during pregnancy?

Untreated maternal fever and pain
during foetal development can increase
the risks of birth defects such as heart
conditions, abdominal wall defects, and
neural tube defects in which the brain
and spinal cord do not form properly.
Untreated pain and fever has also been
linked with preterm birth, low birth
weight, and miscarriage.

In pregnant women, untreated fever
and pain can cause high blood pressure,
dehydration, depression and anxiety, and
other health problems.
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OTHER ADULT LITERACY SCHEMES

ULLAS is latest of govt initiatives to promote adult literacy from 1950s onward

M In 1960s-70s, the Centre and
several states ran programs
targeting literacy among farmers
and women.

B The National Literacy Mission,
which ran from 1988 to 2009, also
targeted this age bracket.

and safely make digital transactions.

This training is provided either through a
mobile app or offline, by students or commu-
nity volunteers. Then, the Functional Literacy
Numeracy Assessment Test (FLNAT), a 150-
mark reading, writing and numeracy test, is
administered in the person’s chosen language.

On passing the test, the learner is certi-
fied by the National Institute of Open

M The National Adult Education
Programme was launched in 1978 to
eliminate illiteracy in 15-35 group.

M ‘Saakshar Bharat’ (Literate India)
mission ran from 2009-18. Meant for
ages 15 and above, it also focused on

. functional literacy and numeracy.

Schooling (NIOS) as having acquired foun-
dational literacy and numeracy.

How does a state become ‘fully literate’?
To learn who requires training under the
ULLAS program, states conduct door-to-door
surveys, or rely on other data. (More later.)
Those identified as not being literate are given
requisite training and administered FLNAT.

The key to some states/ UTs receiving the
‘fully literate’ tag is that the adults they iden-
tified as not being literate have cleared the
FLNAT. This relies on their prior estimates of
the number of people who are not literate.

In States/ UTs where literacy levels (as per
the 2011 Census) are already high, or where
the population is relatively small, the process
of identifying people who are not literate,
imparting training, and making them clear
the FLNAT works faster.

As per the Census of 2011, Goa had a liter-
acy rate of 88.7%, Himachal Pradesh 82.8%,
Mizoram 91.3%, and Tripura 87.2% — well
above the country average of 74%.

How has literacy been measured so far?
For the 2011 Census, any person aged 7
and above who could read and write with
understanding in any language was consid-
ered literate. Among women, the literacy rate
was 64.6%; for men it was 80.9%. The Census
also measured adult literacy — for those aged
15 and above — for which the national figure

S44¥.\[\ |32} GEOPOLITICS

was 69.3%. Since the 2011 Census, sample
surveys by the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation have been used
to measure literacy.

B The National Sample Survey (NSS) 71st
round (Jan-June 2014) showed an adult lit-
eracy rate of 71%. For Goa, this figure was 90%,
while it was 83% in Himachal Pradesh, 96%
in Mizoram, and 86% in Tripura. The NSS uses
asimilar definition for literacy as the Census
— of being able to read and write with un-
derstanding in any language.

M The Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLES) for 2023-24 showed a national literacy
rate of 77.5% (aged 7 and above; similar def-
inition of literacy as Census). For Tripura, this
was 93.7%, for Mizoram 98.2%, for Goa 93.6%,
and for Himachal 88.8%.

The report estimated that 22.3% of people
aged 15 and above were not literate. This fig-
ure was 2.2% in Mizoram, 7.3%in Goa, 7.47% in
Tripura, and 12.7% in Himachal. It was the
highest in Bihar (33.1%) followed by Andhra
Pradesh (31.5%)and Madhya Pradesh (28.9%).

Israel’s attack on Doha

Netanyahu’s motivations go beyond just the continuation of operations against Hamas. Qatar, a US ally
with a reputation for being a mediator in conflicts, will be looking at the Israeli action with a wider lens

EXPERT [°.F
EXPLAINS g

BASHIR ALI ABBAS

ISRAELI JETS struck a target in Doha on
Tuesday, making Qatar the seventh country
Israel has bombed since October 2023.

In a public statement, Israel said it had
targeted a Hamas delegation that Qatar was
hosting as part of ongoing negotiations with
Israel and the United States.

At the time of the attack, Hamas leaders
were meeting to discuss their response to the
latest ceasefire proposal from Washington. The
strike killed five Hamas members and a mem-
ber of Qatar’s internal security, but reportedly
failed to kill Hamas’ core negotiating team.

“If we didn’t get them this time, we'll get
them the nexttime,” Yechiel Leiter, Israel'sam-
bassador to the US, told Fox News on Tuesday.

This is the first time that Israel has at-
tacked a Gulf Arab state directly, and one that
is a US ally and hosts the largest American
military base in the Middle East (Al-Udeid).

Israel’s calculation

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu jus-
tified the airstrike as retaliation for a shoot-
ingin Jerusalem on September 8, and as part
of Israel’s operation to eliminate Hamas after
the terrorist attacks of October 7,2023.

However, the targets, location, and tim-
ing of the strike, and the risk involved in the
unprecedented attack on a US ally, point to
alarger Israeli rationale.

Israel has been violently disrupting US
negotiations with third parties that it is hos-
tile to, by targeting the negotiators.

It attacked Iran in June — when the US
was in the midst of nuclear negotiations with
the Tehran regime — and rationalised the at-
tack as strengthening the American bargain-
ing position by weakening Iran’s. US-Iran ne-
gotiations are yet to resume.

After the Doha attack — for which Israel
took “full responsibility” — Netanyahu in-
formed President Donald Trump that Israel
sought peace, and that the attack would help
achieve thataim. Trump said Israel’s attack did
“not advance Israel or America’s goals”, but
eliminating Hamas was “a worthy objective”.

Like in the case of Iran, here too the
Trump Administration regretted Israel’s ac-
tions and asserted US non-involvement, but

Smoke rises from the target of the Israeli airstrike on Doha on Tuesday. On Wed-
nesday evening, Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed “deep concern” and
“condemn|ed] the violation of the sovereignty of the brotherly State of Qatar”. Ap

retroactively deemed them acceptable.

The Doha strike also confirms Netan-
yahu'’s strong disinclination for a ceasefire in
Gaza, even one imposed by the US. An ac-
ceptance by Hamas of the US proposal this
week would in theory enable a second cease-
fire this year.

The first three-phase ceasefire sealed in
January was breached by Israel in March after
italleged Hamas had deviated from the terms
of the agreement, and launched a fresh offen-
sive to take over larger parts of the Gaza Strip.

Tuesday’s attack in Doha came three days
after Israel launched an operation to take over
Gaza City, one of the last remaining urban ar-
eas in the South of the enclave where more
than a million famine-stricken Palestinians
have been forced to seek refuge following ear-
lier Israeli orders to evacuate the North.

This tactic goes together with Israel’s strat-
egy of taking over the remaining Palestinian
territories. Any break in the military effort will
create space for greater global pressure to halt
such expansion — and Israel has no assurance
that it will get such an opportunity again.

In May, Netanyahu had asserted that the
war in Gaza would continue even if the
hostages were released, since Israel’s goal was
the complete elimination of Hamas. In the
last week of August, more than 15,000 Israelis
protested in the streets against the Prime
Minister’s approach towards the release of
the hostages. Netanyahu, though, seems to
have assessed that the benefits from a disrup-
tion in ceasefire negotiations outweigh the
risks of attacking a US ally in the Gulf.

Qatar’s perspective

The Prime Minister of Qatar described the
unprecedented violation of Qatari sover-
eignty as “state terrorism”, and asserted that
a “pivotal moment” had been reached, which
required “a response from the entire region
to such barbaric actions”.

Qatar, he said, was “a mediator state offi-
cially hosting negotiations and delegations
from the state which launched missiles at
the negotiating delegation from the other
side”,and demanded to know how the Israeli
action could be acceptable.

Qatar’s focus on its mediating role is im-
portant — Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani had
met with the Hamas delegation the day be-
fore the Israeli attack to press for a ceasefire.

Qatar hosts the Hamas leadership not only
out of its desire to be a successful regional me-
diator, but also at the behest of Israel and the
US. The first Trump administration had used
Qatar’s good offices to negotiate with the
Taliban the US withdrawal from Afghanistan.

More than disrupting the negotiations for
a ceasefire in Gaza, the Israeli airstrike un-
dermines Qatar’s longstanding reputation as
a secure and discreet facilitator of difficult
and sensitive negotiations. This reputation
has been key to Qatar’s international buy-in
as Doha has risked its ties with other Gulf
Arab states in the past to maintain critical re-
lationships across regional faultlines (such
as the Iranian government, the Muslim
Brotherhood in Egypt, or Hamas in Gaza).

How does the Israeli airstrike differ from

Iran’s attack on the Al-Udeid base in June?

Iran’s attack was symbolic retaliation for
the US-Israeli strikes, to preserve the credibil-
ity of Tehran’s deterrence, and carried out with
sufficient advance warning. There was also
tacit recognition that the Iranian missiles
would be intercepted before they hit Al-Udeid
— and Qatar’s interceptions were successful.

Iran had also issued repeated assurances
thatitdid not intend to cause damage to the
“brotherly State of Qatar”.

Israel’s attack, on the other hand, was sub-
stantive, with declared intention to cause
damage to Qatari facilities hosting the Hamas
delegation. Advance warnings would be
counter-productive to such an offensive mis-
sion. Iran avoided risk, while Israel absorbed it.

Fallout in the region

Qatar has “reserved its right to respond”
tolsrael’s attacks. Most Arab and other states
have condemned the Israeli action, and Saudi
Arabia has pledged to place “all capabilities”
at Qatar’s disposal to respond to the “brutal
Israeli aggression”.

But the scale of any Qatari response, if it
occurs at all, will be limited or symbolic.
Qatar is well integrated into the US military
system in the Middle East, and has invested
considerable resources in cultivating greater
confidence within the Trump Administration
(such as gifting the President a Boeing 747).

However, Israel’s confidence and capa-
bilities to undertake such an attack would
reinforce the two-year-old learning for Qatar
and other regional Arab states that Israel now
has disproportionate power and agency to
unilaterally reshape the region.

On Wednesday, the Knesset Speaker
posted an image of the Doha strike on X and
announced that “this is a message to all of the
Middle East”. For Gulf Arab states that spent
the last decade balancing against Iran, which
too, held disproportionate influence through
its proxy networks, Israel would now appear as
the power that needs counterbalancing.

The assault on Gaza has drawn global
condemnation, and more states are increas-
ingly displaying a willingness to also sanc-
tionand censure Israel, the latest being Spain.
Blocs such as the European Union have usu-
ally tended to see sanctions as disturbing the
route to a mediated solution. But the attack
in Doha could have implications beyond the
question of Qatari or Arab retaliation.

Bashir Ali Abbas is a Senior Research
Associate at the Council for Strategic and
Defense Research, New Delhi

How geotagging of buildings will work during Census, how it will help

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 10

INDIA’S NEXT Census, which will be con-
ducted in 2027 after a delay of six years, will
include many firsts - it will be the first
Census to be conducted digitally; for the first
time, people will have the option of self-enu-
meration; and members of in-
dividual castes will be counted
for the first time since 1931.
Also, all buildings across

POLICY

Latitudes and longitudes are imaginary
lines that are used to determine the location
of a place on the globe. Latitudes (or ‘paral-
lels’) are horizontal lines that indicate the
north-south distance of a place from the
equator; longitudes (‘meridians’) are vertical
north-south lines that determine the east-
west distance of a place from the prime meri-
dian, which passes through Greenwich, UK.

Together, lines of latitude
and longitude imagine a grid
on the surface of the Earth.
Any location can be described

India will be geotagged —
never before has such an exercise been un-
dertaken as part of India’s decennial popu-
lation Census.

What is meant by geotagging?

Itis the process of marking the latitude-
longitude coordinates of buildings on a
Geographic Information System (GIS) map.

GISis a computer system that captures,
checks, and displays data on specific posi-
tions on the surface of the Earth.

by the point where a specific
latitude and longitude intersect.

Geotagging provides a building with a
precise and unique locational identity that
can be pinpointed with accuracy.

How many ‘buildings’ does India have?
Census 2011 defined a ‘Census House’
as “a building or part of a building used or
recognized as a separate unit because of
having a separate main entrance from the
road or common courtyard or staircase etc”.

CENSUS BASICS

THE POPULATION CENSUS has been
conducted since 1872;

2 O 2 CENSUS will be the 16th

such exercise, and the
eighth since Independence.

ARANGE OF DATA, including data on
housing conditions, amenities and
assets, demography, religion,
language, literacy and education,
economic activity, migration, fertility,
etc., are collected along with the
headcount of individuals at the
village, town, and ward levels.

{14,61895¢r

BUDGET been has been sought by the
Office of the Registrar General of India
(RGI), which is under the Ministry of
Home Affairs, for the conduct of
Census 2027, according to sources.

34 lakh enumerators and field
functionaries will be involved in
conducting the Census. The enu-
merators will use their own smart-
phones for collecting data. In SECC
2011, dedicated tablets were used.

c ’ INDIA’S POPULATION was 1.21 billion as of March 1, 2011. It is now
":' estimated to have become the most populous nation in the world.

A Census House may be occupied or va-
cant; it may be used for residential or non-

residential purposes, or for both.
The last Census (2011) recorded 330.84

More Ne!! an(!gazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.ll\!azin!890050582 (@Magazines_%ggaotag(ggggfanexpmsamm .. .

million houses in India, of which 306.16 mil-
lion were occupied and 24.67 million were
vacant. 220.70 million houses were in rural
areas, and 110.14 million were in urban areas.

How will the geotagging take place?

Geotagging will be done during the
Houselisting Operations (HLO), the first
phase of the Census, which is scheduled for
April-September 2026. (The second phase
is of Population Enumeration (PE), during
which demographic, socioeconomic, and
cultural data of individuals will be collected.)

It is learnt that enumerators will visit
buildings in the Houselisting Blocks (HLBs)
assigned to them, and geotag each building
using Digital Layout Mapping (DLM).
Enumerators can switch on the current lo-
cation on their smartphones and list the
building using the mobile application.

An HLB is “a well-defined area in a vil-
lage or in a ward of the town which can be
clearly demarcated on the ground and for
which a notional map is drawn for the pur-
pose of the Census Operations”.

Data will be collected on the number of
Census Houses and Households residing in
each building. Buildings will be classified in
categories such as ‘residential’, ‘non-resi-
dential’, ‘partly residential’, and ‘landmark’.

Census 2011 defined a ‘household’ as a
group of persons who normally live to-
gether and take their meals froma common
kitchen, unless the exigencies of work pre-
vent any of them from doing so.

How will the geotagging help?

According to sources, geotagging will
help to accurately estimate the number of
Census houses and households requiring
enumeration, thus improving workload
management across field functionaries.

In earlier Censuses, notional sketches
were drawn by hand as part of the house-
listing exercise.

However, the government has been us-
ing geotags on a smaller scale — for exam-
ple, assets such as houses constructed un-
der the Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana
-Gramin and PMAY-Urban are geotagged.

.. . Kolkata
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

THE NEW V-P

To clear his predecessor’s shadow, Radhakrishnan should let
himself be guided by the Constitution — and nothing but

HE ELECTION OF the 15th Vice President of India, the second highest consti-
tutional post in the country, took place under a lingering shadow.
Chandrapuram Ponnusamy Radhakrishnan comes to the office even as spec-
ulation is yet to die down about the unusual and unceremonious exit of his
predecessor Jagdeep Dhankhar. Midway in a term scheduled to end in 2027, almost mid-
sentence on the opening day of the Monsoon Session of Parliament, Dhankhar resigned,
citing health reasons that were widely seen to be unpersuasive. The unmistakable impres-
sion was that his exit had to do with losing the trust of the government that had appointed
him. Even after being seen to conspicuously play by the ruling establishment's script in
taking on the Opposition in Rajya Sabha, and the judiciary outside it, Dhankhar apparently
was not deemed to be loyal or amenable enough eventually. V-P Radhakrishnan takes
over in a difficult moment, therefore, when questions still swirl about the space for ma-
noeuvre, and more importantly, the limits of his high constitutional office in a time of
sharpening political polarisation and a take-no-prisoners political executive.

Radhakrishnan traces his political lineage to the RSS, and has had along and varied ex-
perience in public life subsequently — as the BJP's Tamil Nadu chief, as a two-term Lok
Sabha MP from Coimbatore, as governor of Jharkhand and Maharashtra most recently. In
all these roles, he has earned a reputation of being the affable consensus-builder, and for
an ability to make friends across the political divides fluently. As Vice President,
Radhakrishnan will need to carry with him these qualities, and particularly the learn-
ings from his tenure in the Raj Bhawan, also an office circumscribed by the demands and
constraints of constitutional propriety. In the wake of Dhankhar's abrupt exit, it may seem
that the V-P's main challenge will be to calibrate his relationship with the government in
turbulent times, keep it on even keel while not looking over his shoulder constantly. But
Radhakrishnan cannot lose sight of his primary responsibility: As chairperson of Rajya
Sabha, the burden of fair and impartial conduct of the proceedings of the House, in which
the Opposition is given a voice and a hearing, will be on him.

To be sure, it will be a tightrope walk. The new V-P must navigate the demands of his
office under a third-term government wielding a stern loyalty test, in a time when the lines
between government and opposition have hardened, and the spaces for independent
and mediating institutions are shrinking. He must keep his equanimity and, more im-
portantly, let the constitutional mandate — and only the constitutional mandate — guide
him through thick and thin. Welcome, Vice President Radhakrishnan, and best wishes.

STRIKING AT WILL

Israel’s attack on Qatar underlines that Netanyahu government
has little regard for international opinion or domestic dissent

SRAEL’S STRIKES INSIDE Qatar, which have drawn global criticism, deal a hammer
blow to any realistic prospect of ending the war in Gaza soon. The operation in Doha
targeted Hamas’s negotiating team, which had convened to discuss the latest US
ceasefire proposal, President Donald Trump's “last warning”. Hamas has confirmed
six deaths, but it has also said that the group’s leadership has survived. The attack is a sign
that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is doubling down on eliminating Hamas
completely, instead of focusing on a negotiated settlement that can ensure the return of the
remaining Israeli hostages. Immediately after the strike, The Hostages and Missing Families
Forum in Israel said they are worried about the price the hostages may have to pay.

Trump has voiced his unhappiness and insisted that Netanyahu has acted unilaterally.
Qatar, after all, is no ordinary country: A tiny but wealthy Gulf state, it is a key US ally and
hosts the largest American military base in the Middle East. The Qatari government con-
demned the attack as a “clear breach of the rules and principles of international law.”
Netanyahu, however, has defended it as a targeted move on Hamas’s political leadership, in
retaliation for the recent Jerusalem shooting that killed six people and an assault on an Israeli
army camp in Gaza that left four soldiers dead. Article 2(4) of the UN Charter explicitly pro-
hibits the use of force against the “territorial integrity or political independence” of another
state. And without UNSC authorisation, Israel’s actions appear to constitute a violation of
sovereignty and an act of aggression under international law. But over the past two years,
Israel has shownllittle regard for the rules, executing strikes against multiple nations like Iran,
Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, and Iraq that almost certainly violate international law, at will.

The latest attack comes against the backdrop of three simultaneous developments.
First, the planned offensive of the IDF to seize what it claims is Hamas’s last remaining
stronghold in Gaza, where thousands continue to endure hunger. Second, the mounting
protests inside Israel demanding an end to the war and a deal to immediately secure the
release of the remaining hostages. Third, the opening of the UN General Assembly this
week, where major Western nations, like the UK, France, Australia, Belgium, and Canada,
are expected to follow through on their pledge to recognise the State of Palestine. If Israel’s
strike on Qatar signals anything, it is that the Netanyahu government has little regard for
either international opinion or domestic dissent. Its overriding objective appears to be the
continuation of the war and its expansion to new fronts.

INDIA VS REST

They may be favourites to win, but at this Asia Cup,
Suryakumar Yadav and his team will also be on test

COUPLE OF months after India won the 1983 World Cup, some Asian coun-

tries came together to form the Asian Cricket Conference (Conference would

later change to Council). It was decided that the first international cricket

tournament to be played outside the purview of the International Cricket
Council would be the Asia Cup in 1984.1t’s apt that this event returns to the UAE, for it was
in Sharjah that the first edition was played. Perhaps for the first time, India stands as an
overwhelming favourite to win this year.

In the initial years of the tournament, it was thought that the main contest would be
between Pakistan and India. But in its first 12 years, Sri Lanka and India won the trophy
five times apiece, with Pakistan winning just twice. After the early years of the tournament,
things changed and these days, the gap between India and the rest seems like a deep
chasm. Thatisn’t surprising considering India has numerous state-level T20 leagues feed-
ing talent into the IPL, the Big Daddy of T20 in world cricket.

Though it looks strong on paper, this Indian team is relatively young and new. It's the
first big T20 tournament without the likes of Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli or Ravindra
Jadeja.It’s the first big event for captain Suryakumar Yadav, and though he has been lead-
ing successfully for a while now, his hold on the team will be tested with the inclusion of
Shubman Gill, the Test captain, into the squad. India don’t have an ODI captain as yet as
they haven’t played a game after Rohit Sharma lifted the Champions Trophy and consid-
ering Suryakumar doesn’t always find a place in the ODIs, it’s expected that Gill might be
given that role. That leaves Suryakumar holding the reins in T20 for now, and a triumph
in Asia Cup will enable him to lead India in the T20 world cup early next year. Of course,
if they don’t win here, it might well set the cat amongst the pigeons.
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WOoORDLY WISE
ONLY THE DEAD HAVE SEEN THE END OF WAR.
— (GEORGE SANTAYANA

The return of Chindia

Modi-Xi meeting hints at a new chapter after years of
silence. But old mistrust and new asymmetries persist

THAROOR THINK
BY SHASHI THAROOR

IN THE EVER-SHIFTING theatre of interna-
tional diplomacy, moments of quiet recal-
ibration often speak louder than grand pro-
nouncements. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s recent visit to Beijing — his first in
seven years — and his meeting with
President Xi Jinping on the margins of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
summit, may not have yielded dramatic
breakthroughs, but it marked something
far more valuable: A deliberate pivot from
confrontation to conversation.

Five years ago, the tragic loss of 20
Indian lives in the Galwan Valley cast along
shadow over Sino-Indian relations. The
border, unresolved and volatile, became a
metaphor for the broader diplomatic
freeze. Trade slowed, flights ceased, and the
spirit of “Chindia” — that hopeful portman-
teau coined in headier times to capture the
promise of Asian synergy — was shelved in
surrender to strategic suspicion. But today;,
the machinery of engagement is whirring
once more.

The symbolism is unmistakable. Indian
pilgrims have returned to Hindu and
Buddhist sites in Tibet. Direct flights are re-
suming. Visa restrictions are easing.
Patrolling has resumed on our disputed
frontier. Both nations are orchestrating a
flurry of high-level exchanges to formalise
the thaw. These gestures, though modest,
are not without meaning. They signal a
shared intent to move beyond the recrim-
inations of the past and to reimagine a re-
lationship that has too often been defined
by its fault lines.

India and China share a rich tapestry of
historical engagement that stretches back
over two millennia, the era of the Golden
Road and the Silk Road, which served as con-
duits not only for trade in silk, spices, and
precious stones, but also for profound cul-
tural and religious exchange. Buddhism,
born in India, found fertile ground in China
through the travels of monks and scholars,
while ancient Indian texts like the
Arthashastra referenced Chinese goods, at-
testing to early awareness and interaction.
Chinese students studied at Nalanda, and an
Indian monk, Bodhidharma, took martial

At the heart of the Modi-Xi
dialogue was a reaffirmation
of a principle that ideally
ought to be self-evident but
has long been elusive: That
India and China can be
development partners, not
justrivals. The assertion that
‘differences should not turn
into disputes’ is more than
diplomatic boilerplate —it
represents a conscious effort
to de-escalate the dominant
rhetoric since 2020, when it
was all ‘Hindi-Chini bye-bye’.
In an era of global volatility,
where trade wars flare and
alliances shift with

alarming speed, such

clarity is welcome.

arts to the famed Shaolin Temple in China.

Fast forward to the mid-20th century,
and the spirit of cooperation was rekindled
as both nations emerged from colonial
shadows into sovereign statehood. India
was among the first non-communist coun-
tries to recognise the People's Republic of
China, and the 1940s and 1950s saw vibrant
exchanges in science, education, and diplo-
macy, with both countries participating in
landmark events like the Asian Relations
Conference (1947) and the Bandung
Conference (1955), in which Jawaharlal
Nehru's India took it upon itself to intro-
duce Communist China to the world.
Despite later tensions, this era was marked
by mutual respect and the optimism of
“Hindi-Chini bhai-bhai”, laying the ground-
work for a relationship that, even today,
seeks to balance ancient affinities with
modern aspirations.

At the heart of the Modi-Xi dialogue
was a reaffirmation of a principle that ide-
ally ought to be self-evident but has long
been elusive: That India and China can be
development partners, not just rivals. The
assertion that “differences should not turn
into disputes” is more than diplomatic boil-
erplate — it represents a conscious effort to
de-escalate the dominant rhetoric since
2020, when it was all “Hindi-Chini bye-
bye”. In an era of global volatility, where
trade wars flare and alliances shift with
alarming speed, such clarity is welcome.

Of course, the spectre of American tar-
iffs looms large over this rapprochement.
President Donald Trump’s stinging levies—
30 per cent on Chinese goods, with threats
of escalation to 145 per cent, and a punish-
ing 50 per cent on Indian exports — have
jolted New Delhi into reconsidering its
strategic calculus. India, once courted as a
prized partner, now finds itself labelled a
“laundromat for the Kremlin” by
Washington'’s trade hawks. The economic
fallout is real: Exporters face closure, jobs
have been lost and more hang in the bal-
ance, and the promise of preferential treat-
ment lies in tatters.

In this context, China’s overtures — wel-
coming Indian commodities, fast-tracking

investments, and publicly rebuking
American “bullying”— are not merely op-
portunistic. They reflect a recognition that
Asia’s two largest economies must find com-
mon cause in a multipolar world. Strategic
autonomy, a theme both leaders under-
scored, is not just a slogan; it is a necessity.

Yet, we must temper optimism with re-
alism. The border remains a tinderbox,
with no progress on de-escalation to the
status quo ante of April 2020, even while
both sides promise progress toward a per-
manent border agreement. Our massive
trade deficit with China persists and is
compounded by huge non-tariff barriers
imposed on Indian companies. The struc-
tural asymmetries in the relationship —
military, economic, and political — cannot
be wished away.

Just recently the exodus of over 300
Chinese engineers from Foxconn's pivotal
iPhone 17 manufacturing facilities in Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka revealed how
painfully Beijing could squeeze our ambi-
tions. China has leveraged its dominance
in rare-earth production and processing by
restricting exports of rare earths and rare-
earth magnets, which are crucial for elec-
tric vehicles and electronics, to India. It has
also imposed trade restrictions on the ex-
port of high-end capital equipment, includ-
ing for electronics assembly and other sec-
tors, heavy-duty tunnel boring machines
and solar equipment, severely impacting
India. The real test lies not in the symbolism
of summits but in the substance of sus-
tained cooperation.

Still, there is reason to hope. The re-
sumption of dialogue, the restoration of
people-to-people ties, and the shared com-
mitment to multilateralism suggest that
India and China are willing to engage — not
as antagonists, but as interlocutors. In a
world increasingly defined by zero-sum
thinking, that alone is a victory.

The spirit of “Chindia”, it seems, is stir-
ring once more. Slowly and cautiously, but
unmistakeably. Let us hope it endures.

The writer chairs the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on External Affairs

'THE ELEGANT OBSERVER

Sankarshan Thakur's journalism stood out for its depth and empathy

RAKESH SINHA

IN 2014, ON a muggy August afternoon in
Kathmandu, we found ourselves in a road-
side cafe, staring at pints of Carlsberg on
the table. We had been shooed away from
the street below where security men were
taking no chances to let Narendra Modi’s
cavalcade pass, the first Indian Prime
Minister to visit Nepal in 17 years.

As we waited, wondering what should
be the highlight of the day’s dispatch,
Sankarshan Thakur, who had once been a
colleague at The Indian Express, asked if I had
read Barbara Kingsolver. Only one, The
Poisonwood Bible, 1 said. Demon Copperhead
was still eight years away. For a few minutes,
we let our thoughts drift to the Price family
in faraway Congo, forgetting what we were
here for. We need to write, he said. He asked
me to look up Kingsolver’s 2008 speech at
Duke University. I did, months later. I made
a note of thanking him, but never did.

There are writers and then there are
writers. Sankarshan was in the latter cate-
gory. And with his passing today, a certain
elegance is gone.

Memory is only a little about memoris-
ing, he would say. Writing in The Telegraph,
the newspaper he was to edit later,
Sankarshan recalled his mother’s memory
of his father Janardan Thakur, the author
and journalist, who had passed away in

Be it Kashmir or Bihar, in
the turmoil and politics that
he captured so well to tell an
India story, his reportage
stood out. For the richness
of details, the portrayal of
characters, the ominous
warnings of what could
follow. Knowing him,
however fleeting our
meetings, this was one
Bihar election he would
have loved to write on. That
was not to be.

1999. He wrote that he would often see his
mother looking at him “almost as if she
were looking at someone else and I just
happened to be in the way.” He said she
told him, “Itisn’t you, it’s your father.”

We met again in Kathmandu in 2015
when a devastating quake destroyed large
parts of the city and country. He said he had
been writing. The Brothers Bihari, where he
had put together his earlier works on Lalu
Prasad and Nitish Kumar, was due for re-
lease ahead of the Bihar Assembly elections
that year. That conversation ended quickly.
We got back to reporting the dead and the
misery and the sorrow of the living. I re-
member his line about the banks of the
Bagmati running out of ground to
stack pyres.

Be it Kashmir or Bihar, in the turmoil
and politics that he captured so well to tell
an India story, his reportage stood out. For
the richness of details, the portrayal of
characters, the ominous warnings of what
could follow. Knowing him, however fleet-
ing our meetings, this was one Bihar elec-
tion he would have loved to write on. That
was not to be.

Being with him was also fun. I recall one
episode from that 2014 trip to Kathmandu
when Modi travelled to Nepal. Waiting for
word on the outcome of the meetings, we

stopped an official to inquire what had
transpired. He told us to wait for the for-
mal statement. But before he walked away;,
he said India would be extending an LOC
to Nepal.

Ayoung reporter for an Indian TV chan-
nel, who seemed to be new to the profes-
sion and not prepared for the assignment
she had been thrown into, turned to
Sankarshan and asked him why India
would want to extend the LoC to Nepal.
With a straight face, he told her something
on these lines: “Terrible, isn’t it? Pakistan
would be so upset, and China so angry.” She
nodded in agreement. Alarmed that she
may air it, I told him, “Stop it. She may put
itout.” Sankarshan then broke it to her gen-
tly: This LOCis a Line of Credit to Nepal, not
the Line of Control with Pakistan.

That episode stayed with us, and he
would bring it up each time we met.

Everyone whose lives he touched will
miss him, remember him for the warmth he
exuded, his gentle gaze, the firmness with
which he would call a spade a spade, and the
richness of the conversations he would have
even with people he didn’t exactly know.
And I, for one, will also remember him for
introducing me to the world of Kingsolver.

rakesh.sinha@expressindia.com
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JEK HOUSE IGNORES HC

THE JAMMU AND Kashmir Assembly, by a
majority vote, decided toignore the directions
of the state High Court to allow three
Opposition members to participate in the pro-
ceedings of the House. There were heated ex-
changes and two walkouts by National
Conference (Farooq) members, according to
whom the action of suspension of the three
members contravened the rules of procedure
of the House.

NO ILLEGALS IN ASSAM

THE BANGLADESH FOREIGN Minister,
Humayun Rashed Choudhury, once again de-

More Ne!)!r an!gazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.“azin!890050582 (@Magazines_%ggaotag(ggggfanexpmss'mm .- .

nied the presence of “any illegal Bangladeshis
in Assam”. He said Indira Gandhi had an-
nounced in Parliament in 1972 that all
refugees who had gone to India returned to
Bangladesh. “So, quoting the Indian Prime
Minister we can say that there are no
Bangladesh nationalsin India,” he said. He also
added, “There is no evidence that illegal im-
migrants from Assam are being pushed into
Bangladesh.”

INDIANS KILLED IN UK

AT LEAST THREE persons, believed to be
Indians, were burnt to death during arsonand
looting in Birmingham’s Handsworth area
where renewed violence erupted during a

visit by the British Home Secretary, Douglas
Hurd. Afourth person was also killed in the ri-
ots which resulted in the destruction of about
50 shops and residences, almost all of them
belonging to Asians.

HERMES FOR INDIA

BRITAIN'S FLAGSHIPIN the Falklands war with
Argentina, the aircraft carrier HMS Hermes,
may be given to the Indian Navy as abonus for
a multi-million-pound arms deal. Senior of-
ficers from the Indian Navy are due in
Portsmouth to attend the Royal Navy exhibi-
tion. They will be looking at British defence
hardware, including Sea Harrier vertical-take-
off jets for India's aircraft carrier, the Vikrant.

.. . Kolkata
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Wisdom and trust

Mohan Bhagwat has steered the RSS through complex currents, never compromising on the core
ideology. At the same time, he has overseen its evolution

NARENDRA MODI

TODAY IS SEPTEMBER 11. The day evokes two
contrasting remembrances. The first dates back
to 1893, when Swami Vivekananda delivered
his iconic Chicago address. With the words,
“Sisters and Brothers of America,” he won the
hearts of the thousands present in the hall. He
introduced the timeless spiritual heritage of
India and its emphasis on universal brother-
hood on the world stage. The second is when
this very principle came under attack from the
menace of terrorism and radicalism, on 9/11.

There is something else about this day
whichis noteworthy. Today is the birthday of a
personality who, inspired by the principle of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, has dedicated his
entire life to societal transformation and
strengthening the spirit of harmony and frater-
nity. For lakhs of people associated with the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, he is respect-
fully referred to as Param Pujya Sarsanghchalak.
Yes, I am referring to Shri Mohan Bhagwat,
whose 75th birthday is, incidentally, in the
same year the RSS marksiits centenary.Iwould
like to convey my best wishes to him and pray
for his long and healthy life.

My association with Mohan ji's family has
beenvery deep.l have had the good fortune of
working closely with his father, the late
Madhukarrao Bhagwat ji. I have written ex-
tensively about him in my book, Jyotipunj.
Along with his association with the legal world,
he devoted himself to nation-building. He
played a pivotal role in strengthening the RSS
across Gujarat. Such was Madhukarraoji's pas-
sion for nation-building that it groomed his
son, Mohanrao, to work towards India’s regen-
eration. Itisasif parasmani Madhukarrao pre-
pared another parasmani in Mohanrao.

Mohan ji became a pracharak in the mid-
1970s. On hearing the word “pracharak”, one
may mistakenly think it refers to someone who
is simply doing prachar or campaigning and
propagating ideas. But those familiar with the
working of the RSS understand that the
pracharak tradition is at the core of the organ-
isation’s work. Over the last hundred years,
thousands of young people, inspired by a pa-
triotic zeal, have left their homes and families
to dedicate their lives to realising the mission
of India First.

His early years in the RSS coincided with a
very dark period of Indian history. This was the
time the draconian Emergency was imposed
by the then Congress government. For every
person who cherished democratic principles
and wanted India to prosper, it was natural to
strengthen the anti-Emergency movement.
This is exactly what Mohan ji and countless
RSS Swayamsevaks did. He worked extensively
in rural and backward areas in Maharashtra,
especially Vidarbha. This shaped his under-
standing of the challenges faced by the poor
and downtrodden.

Over the years, Bhagwat ji held various po-
sitions in the RSS. He performed each and
every one of those duties with great dexterity.
Mohan ji’s years as the head of the Akhil
Bharatiya Sharirik Pramukh during the 1990s
are still fondly remembered by many swayam-
sevaks. During this period, he spent consider-
able time working in the villages of Bihar. These
experiences deepened his connection with

grassroots issues. In 2000, he became the
Sarkaryawah and here, too, he brought his
unique way of working, handling the most
complex of situations with ease and precision.
In 2009, he became the Sarsanghchalak and
continues to work with great vibrancy.

Being Sarsanghchalak is more than an or-
ganisational responsibility. Extraordinary in-
dividuals have defined this role through per-
sonal sacrifice, clarity of purpose and
unshakable commitment to Maa Bharti.
Mohanji,in addition to doing full justice to the
enormity of the responsibility, has also brought
to it his own strength, intellectual depth and
empathetic leadership, all of which are in-
spired by the principle of Nation First.

IfIcan think of two attributes Mohan ji has
held close to his heart and imbibed in his work-
ing style, they are continuity and adaptation.
He has steered the organisation through com-
plex currents, never compromising on the core
ideology we are all proud of and at the same
time addressing the evolving needs of society.
He has a natural connection with the youth
and thus has always focused on integrating
more youngsters into the Sangh Parivar. He is
often seen engaging in public discourse and
interacting with people, which has been very
beneficial in today’s dynamic and digital world.

Broadly speaking, Bhagwat ji's tenure will
be considered the most transformative period
in the 100-year journey of the RSS. From the
uniform to the modifications in the Shiksha
Vargs (training camps), several significant
changes occurred under his leadership.

[ particularly remember Mohan ji’s efforts
during the Covid period, when humanity bat-
tled a once-in-a-lifetime pandemic. In those
times, continuing the traditional RSS activities
became challenging. Mohan ji suggested in-
creased use of technology. In the context of the
global challenges, he remained connected with
global perspectives while developing institu-
tional frameworks. At that time, all swayamse-
vaks made every possible effort toreach out to
those in need, while ensuring their own safety
and that of others. Medical camps were organ-
ised in several places. We also lost many of our
hardworking swayamsevaks, but suchwas the
inspiration of Mohan ji that their determina-
tion never wavered.

Earlier this year, during the inauguration of
the Madhav Netra Chikitsalaya in Nagpur, | had
remarked that the RSS is like an Akshayavat,
an eternal banyan tree, that energises the na-
tional culture and collective consciousness of
our nation. The roots of this Akshayavat are

If I can think of two attributes
Mohan ji has held close to his
heart and imbibed in his
working style, they are
continuity and adaptation.
He has steered the
organisation through
complex currents, never
compromising on the core
ideology we are all proud of
and at the same time
addressing the evolving needs
of society. He has a natural
connection with the youth
and thus has always focused
on integrating more
youngsters into the Sangh
Parivar. He is often seen
engaging in public discourse
and interacting with people,
which has been very
beneficial in today’s dynamic
and digital world.

CR Sasikumar

deep and strong because they are anchored in
values. The dedication with which Bhagwat ji
has committed himself to nurturing and ad-
vancing these values is truly inspirational.

Another admirable quality of Mohan ji's is
his soft-spoken nature. Heis blessed with an ex-
ceptional ability to listen. This trait ensures a
deeper perspective and also brings a sense of
sensitivity and dignity to his persona and lead-
ership.

Here, I also want to write about the keen
interest he has always shown towards various
mass movements. From Swachh Bharat
Mission to Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, he always
urges the entire RSS family to add to these
movements. In order to further social well-be-
ing, Mohan ji has given the “Panch Parivartan”,
whichincludes social harmony, family values,
environmental awareness, national selfhood
and civic duties. These caninspire Indians from
all walks of life. Every swayamsevak dreams
of seeing a strong and prosperous nation. To
realise this dream, what is required is clear vi-
sion and decisive action. Mohan ji embodies
both these qualities in abundance.

Bhagwat ji has always beenastrong votary
of “Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat”,a firm believer
in India’s diversity and the celebration of so
many different cultures and traditions thatare
a part of our land.

Beyond his busy schedule, Mohanjihas al-
ways found time to pursue passions like mu-
sic and singing. Few people know that he is
very versatile in various Indian musical instru-
ments. His passion for reading can be seen in
several of his speeches and interactions.

This year, in a few days from now, the
RSS turns 100. It is also a pleasant coinci-
dence that this year, Vijaya Dashami,
Gandbhi Jayanti, Lal Bahadur Shastri Jayanti
and the RSS centenary celebrations are on
the same day. It will be a historic mile-
stone for lakhs of people associated with
the RSS in India and the world. And, we
have a very wise and hardworking
Sarsanghchalak in Mohan ji, steering the
organisation in these times. I will con-
clude by saying that Mohan ji is a living
example of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,
showing that when we rise above bound-
aries and consider everyone as our own,
it strengthens trust, brotherhood and
equality in society. I once again wish
Mohan ji a long and healthy life in the
service of Maa Bharti.

The writeris Prime Minister of India

In Manipur, justice first

Without it, no agreement can lead to long-term peace

PATRICIA MUKHIM

RECENT EDITORIALS ON Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s scheduled trip to Manipur
(‘To Manipur, finally’, IE, September 4) and on
the agreements reached by the Centre and
Kuki-Zo groups (‘An opening in Manipur’, IE,
September 8) say that the PM'’s proposed visit
comes ata critical moment, when the prospect
of resolution exists. What magic wand will PM
Modi wave in Manipur? Its people keenly
await his visit after enduring over two years of
ethnic violence. He had deputed Amit Shah a
few days after the violence, and the latter did
what most Home Ministers do. He urged the
state government to ensure that law and or-
der are under control and retrieve the stolen
weapons. What Amit Shah did not raise was
why underground outfits like the Arambai
Tenggol and the Meitei Leepun were given a
free hand by then Chief Minister N Biren Singh.

The primary action after the violence be-
gan on May 3 should have been to bring the
state under President’s Ruleimmediately. This
did not happen, either because of a poor read-
ing of the situation or because Manipur was
under a BJP government. And so, the violence
raged on, and people continued to be killed.

Manipur became national news whenthe
video of two young women being paraded
naked made it onto social media. Families who
lostyoung members in the violence and those
Kuki-Zo homes in Imphal that were torched
have not seen justice. Meiteis, too, have been
killed in the Kuki-Zo majority areas.

Free movement, as the editorials correctly
point out, is a key factor in peace-building. In
Kangpokpi in October 2023, I was told that
even the relief material promised by the Centre
could not reach the district because the vehi-
cles could not come to the hills from Imphal.
My friends and [ from Shillong had to take the
long route, Dimapur-Kohima-Senapati, to
reach Kangpokpi. It wasn’t safe to take the
Imphal-Kangpokpi route
then, and it is not safe today.

Manipur politics is very asymmetrical. In
the 60-member Assembly, the Meitei-domi-
nated valley has 40 seats while the Nagas and
Kuki-Zo have 10 MLAs each. This is because of
the larger population in the valley and its pe-
riphery. In such a setting, how does gover-
nance balance out? Even if the Kuki-Zo de-
mand for a Separate Administration is shot
down, what steps will help ensure that the
Centre’s funds do not circu-

late only in the valley?

Suchisthebrutal divisionof [ DEAR EDITOR; o Violence in Manipur
spaces in the same state in- I DIS AGREE was sparked off by a deci-
habited by three major eth- = sion of the Manipur High
nic communities -- Meiteis, Introducinga Court, which stated that the
Kukis and Nagas. column in which we Meitei community, which

The first ec_li.torial hopes invite readers to tell constitutes 53 per cent of
thatthe PM’s visitbecomesa hv. when th the state’s population, is to
significant step towards re- us W Yy W_ cnhcy be included in the
building trust and restoring a differ with the Scheduled Tribes list. Later,
political process. How will editorial positions or the Supreme Court casti-
thls-be possible yvhen the news coverage of gated t'hlS dec151oq, stating
Kuki-Zo community contin- ) . , that thiswas anentirely leg-
ues to be treated with dis- The Indian Express islative matter and not the
dain and labelled as “narco- e brief of the courts. However,

terrorists” by some Meitei
factions? Fostering trust is easier said than
done until these narratives are discarded.
President’s Rule, when it did come in
February 2025, only two-and-a-half months
short of twoyears of violence, was toolittle too
late. It was a face-saving attempt that did not
send the right message.

the large-scale takeover of
forests in the hills and turning them into re-
served forests by evicting the tribals who were
already living in those areas created a lot of re-
sentment against the state government.
Now, before PM Modi’s visit, there have
been more agreements signed between the
Centre and the militant outfits that are under

the Suspension of Operations (So0) agree-
ment, renegotiating the terms of an old cease-
fire. Other deals with Kuki-Zo groups include
the opening up of National Highway 02, con-
necting the hills and valley, to allow the move-
ment of essential goods.

Therenegotiated agreement with militant
groups like the Kuki National Organisation and
United People’s Front includes honouring the
“territorial integrity of Manipur” and working
towards a negotiated political solution to bring
lasting peace. Beyond security issues, not
much attention has been paid to the develop-
ment aspect, on which rests much of the an-
guish. Whether these agreements, which ap-
pear only as hard-core, security-centric
motives, will actually lead to normalcy in
Manipur as hoped for in the editorials, is ques-
tionable. The development vacuumin the hills
has only exacerbated after the conflict. What
sort of institutions will come up in the hills, or
will development continue to be valley-cen-
tric? Who will pursue this agenda? Any settle-
ment not grounded in justice cannot sustain
long-term peace.

Justice involves recognising the wrongs
committed over the years by neglecting the
hills. After the 2023 violence, the Kuki-Zo
working in the valley had to leave under duress.
Willitbe easy for them to return to their work-
places? These questions remain unanswered.

The writer is editor of Shillong Times
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Today, we stand at the threshold of a new Nepal. A Nepal where transparency
must replace corruption, where accountability must silence impunity, and where

the sacrifices and murder of 19 young martyrs must never be forgotten.”
— THEHIMALAYAN TIMES

The GST
template

GST Council’s recent decisions, the most far-
reaching recalibration since the tax’s inception,
provide a model for consensus-building

kering to bold consolidation.

The Group of Ministers, chaired by
Bihar’s Deputy Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary, steered tough negotiations. The
56th GST Council meeting approved the
package with all states on board. That the re-
form was endorsed unanimously is no small
achievement and reflects the maturity of our
federal compact.

There are three reasons why these
changes are transformative.

First, the consensus of all state finance
ministers is historic. No other country has
created an institution comparable to the GST
Council, much less used it to deliver far-
reaching changes. Jean-Claude Trichet once
remarked that India’s federal entity was
unique, and that Europe, inits quest to mat-
ter globally, must pursue pooled sovereignty
asits path forward.

Second, concerns about revenue loss are
overstated. The Revenue Secretary esti-
mated a short-term hit of about Rs 48,000
crore based on 2023-24 consumption, but
actual outcomes may vary. Experience
shows simpler structures enhance compli-
ance and buoyancy. As consumption rises,
revenues recover. The doubling of GST col-
lections in five years proves that buoyancy,
driven by growth and trust, matters more
than rate design.

Third, GST 2.0 has the potential to trig-
ger a virtuous cycle. It strengthens India’s
image as a predictable and reform-oriented
economy. This reform signals that India is
willing to listen to stakeholders and act de-
cisively. If the Centre and states can cooper-
ate on taxation, why not extend this spirit to
other areas of economic reform? Uniform
rules, transparency and collaborative ap-
proaches toland and labour could complete
the unfinished agenda.

The finance minister has acknowledged
that unfinished tasks remain. These include
ensuring that benefits reach the common
consumer, small and medium enterprises,
and industry more broadly. One important
extension could be allocating a share of GST
proceeds to urban local bodies. With India’s
rapid urbanisation, empowering municipal-
ities with assured resources would align
with the federal spirit and strengthen gover-
nance at the grassroots.

Detractors have argued that these re-
forms were not acts of conviction but re-
sponses to Trump'’s tariffs. I recall similar
snide remarks were made of the 1991 re-
forms, dismissed as compelled by crisis
rather than chosen with foresight. History
has shown otherwise. It is the finance min-
ister’s sagacity that freed up private capital in
the economy even through the turbulence of
the pandemic.

Itisworthrecalling that duringadecade
of Congress rule, the GST could not be
brought to fruition. Concerns over auton-
omy, fears of revenue loss, and political hes-
itation prevented progress. The fact that it
has now been achieved through consensus
only highlights the contrast in political will
and execution.

Looking ahead, there is still a need for a
viable institution through which the Centre
and states can take decisive action on unfin-
ished reforms, particularly in land, labour,
and capital. Could the GST Council become
a template for this purpose, fostering pur-
posive dialogue and decision-making for
pooled sovereignty?

One cannot help but be somewhat
amused at the misplaced criticisms of delay
or compulsion. Could this be a case of sour
grapes, and equally, perhaps, a case of the
winner taking it all? In the end, the real win-
ners are the people of India.

N K SINGH

INDIA’S QUEST FOR tax simplification has
been an abiding one. For long, the average
person regarded India’s taxation structure
as draconian, with suboptimal outcomes
both in revenues and compliance. Direct
taxes saw substantial progress, culminating
inthe New Income Tax Code that simplified
procedures and eased compliance.

Onindirect taxes, the story was more dif-
ficult. Excise remained complex and opaque,
with multiple rates compounded by India’s
federal structure. The idea of a Goods and
Services Tax was first conceived in 1985 by
V P Singh, then Finance Minister. MODVAT
(Modified Value Added Tax) was introduced
in 1986, but the reform remained unfin-
ished. The 1991 balance of payments crisis
revived the debate, as conditionalities un-
der the World Bank'’s structural adjustment
loan and the IMF's credit arrangement com-
mitted India to a broad-based value-added
tax. Yet the reforms were partial, and
progress remained slow.

[ recall much deliberation on the rev-
enue-neutral rate during my period as
Revenue Secretary in P Chidambaram’s first
tenure as finance minister. The Atal Bihari
Vajpayee years saw the Kelkar Task Force of
2002 lay the groundwork for GST, but con-
cerns over state autonomy, revenue loss,and
political gridlock stalled progress. It became
clear that without the participation and trust
of states, GST could not move forward. The
decisive moment came under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership. States
were assured by then Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley of compensation of 14 per cent an-
nual growth in GST revenues for five years,
addressing fears of revenue loss.

The creation of the GST Council under
the Union finance minister, with all state fi-
nance ministers as members, was unprece-
dented. Few federal systems in the world of-
fer such pooled sovereignty, where both
Parliament and state assemblies circum-
scribe fiscal powers for the common good. It
was no easy decision for legislatures to sur-
render their autonomy over excise, but con-
sensus carried the day.

When GST was launched in July 2017,
it subsumed 17 taxes and 13 cesses into a
single system. Gains were immediate. The
taxpayer base expanded from 66 lakh in
2017 to over 1.5 crore today. Collections
rose sharply, with the tax base itself in-
creasing from Rs 45 lakh crore to Rs 173
lakh crore over the past decade at a CAGR
of 14.4 per cent. Successive Council meet-
ings oversaw revisions, widened coverage
and improved compliance.

The latest reforms, approved unani-
mously by the GST Council in September
2025, mark the most far-reaching recalibra-
tion since the tax’s inception. Four slabs now
compressed to two: 5 per cent and 18 per
cent, with a higher rate of 40 per cent for lux-
ury and sin goods. Life and health insurance
premiums were exempted. This was more
than cosmetic. It addressed the most per-
sistent criticism that complexity weakened
compliance and confused both consumers
and businesses. Fewer rates mean easier
classification, fewer disputes, and smoother
administration. For citizens, essentials be-
come cheaper; for businesses, predictabil-
ity improves; for policymakers, the reform
marks a decisive shift from incremental tin-

The writer is former chairman,
15th Finance Commission
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sive reach was extraordinary, while his
serve, once the weakest part of his
game, held like iron. The two have
swept the last eight Slams. The future
of tennis is in good hands.

S SPaul, Nadia

INJUSTICE UNDONE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The 12th
document’ (IE, September 10). The
Supreme Court’s mandate to the Election
Commission of India to include the
Aadhaar card as one of the valid docu-
ments for voter enrolmentin Bihar under
the ongoing SIR has effectively halted po-
tential wholesale disenfranchisement.
The EC, from the start, was adamant in
opposing Aadhaar’sinclusion, and it ini-
tiated disciplinary action against booth-
level officers accepting it in deference to
the apex court’s guidelines. Now that the
EC plans to conduct a comparable exer-
cise across the country, the SC's decision
assumes added significance.

INDIA, THE HELPER

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Listen to
GenZnextdoor (IE, September 10). By
virtue of its size, history, and geograph-
ical location, India is destined to carry
the burden of its neighbours’ follies. If
the Sri Lankan economy nosedives,
India must pitch in to ensure that it
stays afloat. Though China has been
manipulating Nepal for quite some

Kamal Laddha, Bangalore  time, it is India that is called upon to
open channels of communication with
A NEW ERA the youth rioting in Kathmandu. Even

the Maldives feels comfortable forcing
India’s hand by playing the China card.
While the neighbours assume that
they are entitled to support from India,
the reverse has never been true. India
must overcome this combined curse
of history and geography.
ShubhadaH, via email

. Kolkata

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Sincaraz era
is here’ (IE, September 10). Carlos
Alcaraz’s range of shot-making is a tor-
ment for opponents. Drop shots, spins,
slices, thunderous forehands — he
makes a tennis court look small. Against
Jannik Sinner in New York, his defen-
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Economicembershada
rolein Nepal's eruption

This week’s turmoil in Nepal may have been sparked off by its ban on social media but the

Jrustration of the countrys youth has a deeper economic cause—notably, jobless growth

he distressing turn of eventsin
Nepal, with youth at the forefront of
violent unrest on the streets of
Kathmandu, is not the result of any
one factor. Even if aban on social

mensurate job creation or with decreasing
employment levels, is at the root of many of
Nepal'sills. Tackling this problem will not be
easy in a scenario where the World Economic
Forum’s Future of Jobs Report 2025 expects

LIVEMINT.COM

What does ‘merit’ really mean?
And does it relate to investing?

In investing, as in life, we should attain clarity on whether our skills or our luck gave us success

is founder of First Global and author of
‘Money, Myths and Mantras: The Ultimate
Investment Guide'. Her X handle is
@devinamehra

couple of months ago, I was at

the British Museum, and besides

pondering what would be left if
everythingin its halls that was looted
from the rest of the world was returned
(pretty much nothing), I had to contem-
plate something else as well.

There I'was, queuing up for the ladies’
room and the line went from right out-
side the door up about one-and-a-half
flights of stairs. There were 52 women
waiting (yeah, I counted). Next to the
ladies’ was the gents’ and the men were
juststrolling in and out—there was no
waitatall.

And thisis not an outlier situation.
This is the case pretty much in every
public place in every country.

What does this say about fairness and
equality? It could well be that similarly
sized spaces were allotted for both the

mind-bogglingly unequal waiting times
we see in such places.

Thisisn’t my discovery. In fact, there
have been ‘potty parity’ movements
around the world to ensure that the out-
come for users is equal, rather than
focusing on allotting an equal amount
of space for the two kinds of toilets.

At this point, you may be wondering,
‘What is this discussion on toilets doing
in abusiness paper?’ Well, it is symbolic
of what equality means and how it can
be interpreted.

Every time I see a discussion on merit
versus any Kind of affirmative action or
reservation, I think—what is ‘merit’?
Can 1, asaperson who grew up as a child
of two professors in a house full of
books, really say that  am competing on
the same basis as someone who may be
afirst-generation learner just because
we are answering the same exam?

It really came home to me when I was
talking to a friend who runs an after-
school education centre in his father’s
village. He said that it was not an espe-
cially poor village. Even so, the school-
kids did not see a written word outside
their school because the shops did not
have name boards and there were no
magazines or books at their homes. A
majority of readers of this newspaper
cannot envisage such deprivation.

Most children in our country do not
study in a school which can even get
them to the bare minimum level of
reading, writing and arithmetic.

media can be identified as its proxi-

mate cause, with such bans widely seen to vio-
late civil rights, it is the outcome of a complex
web of factors. The vehemence on display made
that clear. One powerful reason, among others,
isthe failure of its economy to keep pace with
the aspirations of its people, especially the
young. Hence the term ‘Gen Z’ protests. Nepal
not only depends heavily on remittances from
elsewhere, for a country with one of the lowest
per capita incomes in the world, it has a high
level of unemployment, with the youth worst
afflicted. Discontent in Nepal demonstrates the
perils of a pressing national issue going unad-
dressed—such as a scarcity of quality jobs.

According to a World Bank report, although
Nepal has done aremarkable job in poverty
reduction, it has done so “without transforma-
tive domestic growth, investment, or job crea-
tion.” Itsreliance on money sent from abroad,
which has played a major role in reducing
poverty and been central to its economy’s
erowth, has not translated into quality jobs at
home. A staggering 82% of'its workforce is in
informal employment, far higher than global
and regional averages. Though its economy
hasrecovered from the covid crunch and real
GDP grew by 4.9% in the first half of 2024-25,
up from 4.3% in the same half of 2023-24, it
hasnot been able to provide sufficient jobs,
especially for those aged under 35, who
account for a third of'its population. ‘Jobless
growth,” a term coined by economist Nick
Perna in the 1990s for growth without com-

many jobs to be lost to technological change,
especially Al, apart from geo-economic frag-
mentation, economic uncertainty, demo-
graphic shifts and a green transition. This grim
future stares not just at low-income countries,
but at rich ones too; US policy convulsions can
be traced to popular anxiety over job scarcity,
although tariffs are more likely to worsen than
resolve America’s problem, even as they cost
people elsewhere their livelihoods.

Fortunately for usin India, successive govern-
ments have been alive to the need for jobs.
Faster growth of services, which typically offer
fewer jobs across all skill levels compared to
manufacturing, has meant slower job creation
than needed. Hence, India’s concerted efforts to
raise the share of manufacturing to at least 25%
of GDP. This also explains initiatives such as
Make in India, Skill India and the Production
Linked Incentive scheme, apart from job-
oriented budgetary outlays. Fostering entre-
preneurship and making business easier to do
are no less critical. Lighter regulation, easier
access to credit and enhanced infrastructure
can all empower small businesses to grow and
generate jobs. Indeed, it is almost a given that
no government can afford to let employment
stagnate or drop. Nepal’s turmoil may have
been sparked by anger over a key liberty—to
associate and speak freely—being curbed, but
its youth frustration has a deeper cause: jobless
growth. Its big challenge now is to expand its
economy while ensuring it also sprouts quality
jobs. Ifit’sany consolation, it is not alone.

men’s and women'’s toilets, but then
how do we end up with these unequal
and frankly unfair waiting times?

Here are some reasons. Obviously,
urinals take up less space than stalls.
Then there’s the fact that women’s
physiology and clothing require more
time to manoeuvre, making the whole
process more time-consuming than for
men. Not to mention that a certain
number of women will be pregnant or
on their period and are more likely to be
looking after children or elders. That
pushes the average turnaround time up
even further. All of these resultin the

Now suppose someone does get into a
so-called good school on the basis of
some social quota; even then, isitalevel
playing field? Besides the way such chil-
dren are often treated by other students
and teachers, they also lack the kind of
support at home that other kids may
take for granted. There is also the prism
of expectations: both in terms of the
chores they are expected to do after
school hours as well as how much
encouragement they get to score well
and aim high.

And T have not even come to the
generational disadvantages faced by
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many—not just in education, but even
in basics like health and nutrition. Not
to mention the mental health implica-
tions of being humiliated and discrimi-
nated against all your life.

However much we may say that caste
discrimination does not exist in India,
listings on most modern matrimonial
sites expose itas alie. Not to mention
news snippets of people and even chil-
dren getting beaten up for ‘offences’
like drinking from the wrong water
vessel or going on horseback for their
baaraat (wedding procession).

Along-time friend who only recently
shared that he belonged to what is
called a Scheduled Caste told me that
when his father was studying in a village
school, he had to clean the classroom
and then listen to the teacher while sit-
ting in the veranda outside the class-
room. When his mother herself became
ateacher, she could not even go up to
the desk of upper-caste students. Can
you imagine the impact of this trauma
and humiliation? The really sad part is
that this friend did not use caste reser-
vation and neither did his daughter.
But his daughter told me that even in
aprofessional college in a metro city
like Mumbai, the caste question was
always an unpleasant undercurrent.
That is still the lived reality in metros,
let alone smaller towns and villages.

In investing, when our portfolio is
doing well, we attribute it all to our
genius-level stock picks, without giving
good luck athought. Whereas when the
portfolio crashes, we have many villains
to blame, from market operators to
shady managements and bad luck. In
other aspects of life too, we hate to
attribute our success to privilege, or the
ultimate lottery of where we were born.
We do not want to admit that we would
not have reached where we have were
we born to landless labourers or pave-
ment dwellers. We credit only our
merit. There is reason to examine all
this. What is real parity? What is privi-
lege? What is equality? And what does
merit really mean?

JUST A TROTQAT

Of all aspects of social
misery, nothingis so
heartbreaking as
unemployment.

JANE ADDAMS

China hype is enhancing its image at home and abroad

RAHUL JACOB

gargantuan military parade, com-
plete with state-of-the-art stealth car-
rier-based fighter jets, tanks with
optical sensors and militarized robots, might
seem an odd setting from which to sound
bugles of peace, but China’s President Xi Jin-
ping did just that on 3 September. “Only
when nations and peoples treat each other as
equals and watch out for and help one
another, can we safeguard common security,
eliminate the roots of war, and prevent the
recurrence of historical tragedies,” said Xi.
The parade coincided with reviews of
Breakneck: China’s Quest to Engineer the
Futureby Dan Wang, abook that attributes
the Communist Chinese leadership’s ability
to steer the economy ahead rapidly to the
fact that most of its senior leaders are engi-
neers. The US, by contrast, Wang argues, is
weighed down by having too many lawyers
and too much litigation. Wang contrasts the
high-speed rail between Beijing and Shang-
hai that wasbuilt in a couple of yearsand has
been running since 2011 with the planned

is a former Financial Times
foreign correspondent

super-fast link between Los Angeles and San
Francisco, which is still years from comple-
tion. Cue alarming headlineslike: ‘Does the
Future Belong to China?’

If hype and a speedy infra build-up are
what it takes to attain global dominance,
China would have been unrivalled several
years ago. Its public project management
and engineering acumen is impressive. Its
seizing of the commanding heights of the
green economy, from electric batteries to
solar panelsand EVs, is awe-inspiring. Never
mind that its companies in this race are
heavily subsidized and only a handful make
money. Wang is duly reverential while also
making the point that Shanghai, where he
lived for many years, is also a much more
liveable city today. Its parks have increased
by a few hundred while he was there to an
admirable 1,000 today and its metro system
isworld class. Wang recently complained of
screechy New York subway trains.

Asithappens, Iam also in awe of China’s
infrastructure, although I suspect many of
its local governments are weighed down
with billions in debt that will never be
repaid. It’s also a matter of perspective: New
York’s subway system began 120 years ago,
Shanghai’s 90 years later. I am just back
from New York and could not help noticing

that its underground was far better than I
remembered when I lived there in the 1990s.

Wang’sbook hasreceived mostly uncriti-
calacclaimin the US. Despite his admiration
of Shanghai, Wang lives in the US because
he prefersits “pluralism.” Nevertheless, his
book coincides with the US government at
its most chaotic, except in

seizing more power from was managed by bureau-
thelegislature. The parade A new bOOk crats who had studied law.
in Beijing has also b i how th h
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is far better than others is

questionable. China’slead-

ership would benefit from having many
more able economists and by letting more
lawyers successfully defend activists and
business people in the cross-hairs of the
state. It is telling that the most widely
admired Chinese civil rights lawyer of the
early 2000s, Pu Zhiqgiang, was sentenced a

decade ago for “creating a disturbance” and
“inciting ethnic hatred” and had hislicense
to practice law revoked. He remains under
residential surveillance. The rule of law and
property rights would make China a more
admirable superpower. As the columnist
Noah Smith points out, Japan’s industriali-

world is expected to hit $1 trillion.

trap for many developing countries that
joined Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative.
Countries in Asia and Africa have suffered
from the difficult terms of large loans from
China for infra projects whose benefits are

zation of the 1960s and 70s

decline this year, China’s
trade surplus with the

Thereisalso the lasting overhang of a debt
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not always clear. A paper published by Aid-
Data and co-authored by academics from
Oxford University, William and Mary in Vir-
ginia and the University of Hamburg, reveals
how Chinese loans for infrastructure pro-
jectsusually built by Chinese companies are
collateralized with revenues from commod-
ity exports: “Our findings reveal a previously
undocumented pattern of revenue ring-fen-
cing, where a significant share of commodity
exportreceipts never reaches the exporting
countries. Revenues routed overseas secure
priority repayment for the creditor; they
remain out of public sight and largely
beyond the borrower’s reach until the
secured debtsarerepaid.” The researchers
reveal that over 60% of the collateralized
loan portfolio of Chinese creditorsin devel-
oping countriesistypically not repaid from
projectrevenues: “Instead, most of the cash
flows come from sales of the borrowing
country’sleading commodity export, such as
oil in Angola, gas in Indonesia, or cocoa in
Ghana.” Itisaclever way of de-risking infra
investments that are often white elephants,
but pity the developing countries at the
receiving end of such stiff credit terms.

As Xi said last week, “The great rejuvena-
tion of the Chinese nation is unstoppable!” At
many levels, we have been warned.
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GDP estimates: Misconceptions
must nhot prevail over thereality

Talk of statistical mysteries’ mustn't distract us. Indian statistics are robust and a low GDP deflator has a clear explanation

is a visiting professor at the Institute for Studies
of Industrial Development and former chief
statistician of India.

very release of India’s gross domestic

product (GDP) data generates intense

debate. Analysts pore over decimal

points, commentators point to perceived

inconsistencies and critics claim statisti-

cal sleights of hand. Much of this noise,
however, reflects a basic misunderstanding of how
quarterly GDP is estimated and how to interpret
related price measures such as the GDP deflator. A
thread which runs through many analysts’ reason-
ingisthat GDP is first estimated in nominal terms
(or current prices) and then converted to constant
prices by applying a deflator. Another is that
India’s choice of a deflator underestimates ‘true’
inflation, so applying a ‘low’ deflator to nominal
GDP overstates real or constant-price GDP

Which comes first: constant or current price data?:
This question often confuses even seasoned com-
mentators. The answer depends on the sector or
institution and between annual and quarterly esti-
mates. In annual estimates for the corporate and
government sectors, statisticians begin with cur-
rent-price accounting data—revenues, expendi-
tures and wage bills, as reported in financial
accounts. These nominal values are then deflated
using indices such as the wholesale or consumer
price index (WPI or CPI) to arrive at constant-price
estimates, which reflect the real volume of output.

For the household and quasi-corporate sectors,
where detailed accounts are unavailable, indirect
methods are used. Agriculture and construction
rely on quantitative indicators like crop produc-
tion or inputs such as cement and steel. Retail
trade is proxied by growth in tax revenues, while
other services draw on corporate filings and gov-
ernment expenditure.

Quarterly estimates follow similar logic, but
with fewer detailed accounts. They rely on advance
filings by listed companies, government financial
data and high-frequency indicators such as the
Index of Industrial Production and electricity
generation. Overall, both annual and quarterly GDP
involve a mix of current-price and constant-price
estimates. About two-thirds of annual estimates
start in nominal terms and are then deflated, with a
slightly lower share in quarterly data. This sequence
isimportant: where constant-price estimates are
inflated forward, a ‘low’ deflator would actually
understate—not overstate—real GDP growth.

Is India unique in its CPI-GDP deflator diver-
gence?: A second recurring charge is that India’s
GDP data is suspicious because the GDP deflator
behaves very differently from CPI inflation. For
example, in the first quarter of 2025-26, real GDP
grew 7.8% while nominal GDP grew 8.8%, imply-
ing a deflator of just 0.9%. Some commentators
have found this “too low” compared to CPI infla-
tion. I have written on this topic earlier as well
(shorturl.at/Eclot), but would need reiteration
given that this confusion persists. The divergence
between CPI and GDP deflators is not unique to

Ministry Of
Statistics Programme
Implementation
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Manufacturing:
A nominal downtrend

Indian data shows a steady decline in the
share of manufacturing in gross value added
(GVA) at current prices, but real GVA
estimates involve inflation adjustments that
cut both ways if the deflator is low

Share of manufacturing in GVA (in %)
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Source: National Account Statistics 2025,
ministry of statistics and programme implementation
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India. Across countries, they often diverge, some-
times significantly. This is for well-understood rea-
sons. The Federal Reserve Bank of St Louis’ blog
that explains complex economic issues using data
and simple language had an excellent explanation
on 27 March 2023 (shorturl.at/FZnt6). 1t points out
that in the US since the 1970s, the CPI hasrisen
nearly 30% more than the GDP deflator. The rea-
sons, in essence, amount to differences in the cov-
erage of GDP and household consumption. The
World Bank’s Global Inflation Database (skort-
url.at/JbQdL) compiles CPI, producer price index
(PPI) and GDP deflator data for nearly 200 econo-
mies. It shows that divergences are the norm
worldwide. These are influenced by the different
shares of tradables and non-tradables in the bas-
ket. India’s recent low deflator is not an anomaly:
WPl inflation has been near zero or negative, drag-
ging down the deflator, and the CPI, by contrast,
stayed positive because household consumption
baskets are less sensitive to global commodity
deflation. The last quarter’s small gap between real
and nominal GDP is thus areflection of real price
trends, not statistical manipulation.

The question wefail to ask: A key question is why
India’s WPl inflation has turned so low (even nega-
tive in recent months)? The answer lies in the

WPT's structure. It is dominated by tradables.
Nearly 80-85% of'its basket comprises globally
traded goods—manufactured products, petro-
leum, metals and traded primary articles. When
global commodity prices soften—be it due to
excess capacity in China, low crude oil prices or
weak demand in global manufacturing—these dis-
inflationary impulses are directly transmitted into
India’s WPL

By contrast, the CPI tells a very different story.
Only about 35-40% of'its basket is tradables; the
rest is non-tradables such as services, housing,
education and health, which are largely insulated
from global price cycles. The CPIis thus more
influenced by domestic food prices and local con-
sumption conditions. This structural divergence
explains why the WPI has fallen sharply even as
CPlinflation has remained positive. India is effec-
tively importing global disinflation through its
wholesale price basket, while retail prices reflect
the stickier realities of domestic non-tradable
goods and services.

These divergences have had real consequences
for the economy. The accompanying graph shows
asteady decline in the share of manufacturing in
quarterly gross value added (GVA). The challenges
faced by this sector are exacerbated by our narrow
focus on retail prices while ignoring the pricing
challenges faced by our manufacturers that
address globally competitive markets. Long peri-
ods of high interest rates to contain non-tradable
domestic inflation make it harder for them to com-
pete with imports from lower-cost regimes.

Misinterpreting data mechanics can lead to
damaging narratives. Allegations of ‘data fudging’
not only erode trust in institutions, but also distract
from the real message: India’s economy has shown
resilience, with growth underpinned by construc-
tion, investment and public services. However, the
aggregate figure hides persistent weakness in the
manufacturing sector. The low deflatoris not a
problem, but a signal that our inflation targeting
regime has costs.

India’s GDP estimates are robust, produced by a
professional statistical system that makes the best
use of available data. The real issue is not the credi-
bility of our statistics, but their interpretation.
Talking of supposed ‘statistical mysteries’ distracts
from real challenges: resilience in overall growth,
but persistent weakness in manufacturing, ampli-
fied by the tradables/non-tradables gap. GDP
deflators like the CPTand WPI each tell a different
story. Understanding how they differ—and why—
is essential if our debate is to illuminate rather than
obscure the real state of the Indian economy.

What flood-hit Pakistan could
learn from Bangladesh today

Empowerment delivers disaster resilience and a stronger economy

is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
climate change and energy.

hat do you do when you find

yourself abandoned in your

hour of greatest need? That’sthe
question many in Pakistan will be asking as
a second flood disaster in three years
looms. Monsoon rainfall in Punjab has
already affected 2 million people and killed
at least 880. About 60% of Punjab’s rice
crop and 30% of its sugarcane is lost.

Worse may be yet to come. The rainy
season won’t end for another month and
the watersare now crossing into Sindh, the
province worst-hit by 2022 floods that sub-
merged a third of the country, killed more
than 1,700 people, caused $4:0 billion of
damage and cut economic growth by 2.2
percentage points. Pakistan’s roughly 250
million people had barely begun to recover
from that. Of the $30 billion sought to
rebuild the country after 2022, only $11 bil-
lion was pledged by development banks
and other donors, and just $4.5 billion has
been spent on flood recovery by this June.

That'sless than the roughly $4.6 billion
of ‘aid’ in the donor package dedicated by
oil exporters to allow Pakistan to pay forits
crude imports on credit—hardly the best
way of responding to a disaster made more
likely by climate change. Development
banks can’t accept all the blame, though:
There simply weren’t enough investable
projects looking for funds, according to
finance minister Muhammad Aurangzeb.

How is one of the world’s poorest coun-
tries going to fix this as the blows from
global warming keep coming thicker and
faster? Believe it or not, there’s a hopeful
lesson in one of the darkest episodes of
Pakistan’s own history.

In1970, modern Bangladesh was a Paki-
stani province and found itselfin a similar
place. The Bhola Cyclone that year was the
deadliest on record, killing an estimated
300,000 people as its storm surge inun-
dated the low-lying country. Its victims
found themselves abandoned by those
they turned to for help: In this case, the
west Pakistani elite, who made only fitful
attemptsat disaster relief, blocked Bengali
politicians from power and finally
unleashed ethnic cleansing to suppress the
growing nationalist movement.

Bangladesh’s long road from that war-
torn moment to its present status, as an
independent country about 50% richer
than Pakistan itself, is a testament to what
change from below can accomplish.
Despite its own deep vulnerability to natu-
ral disasters, the country has suffered fewer
flood deaths in the past 25 years than Paki-
stan has experienced since 2020. That has
largely been achieved without the sort of

Bangladesh's secret has been the dramatic
rise in the role played by women. AFP

large-scale infrastructure that the likes of
Chinaand Japan have used to bulletproof
themselves against catastrophes, and that
Pakistan has neither the funding nor the
project pipeline to build.

What'sbeen the secret? A crucial factor
hasbeen putting more power in the hands
of women. Across South Asia, women are
disproportionately at risk during natural
disasters, in part because of fears of ‘dis-
honour, violence and looting if they leave
the family home to evacuate to shelters or
relief camps. During 1991's Cyclone Gorky
inthe Bay of Bengal, women accounted for
about 93% of the 140,000 killed.

Fixing such cultural issues can be hard,
but Bangladesh has had successrecruiting
more women as disaster volunteers and
early-warning coordinators. As those
reforms have spread, death tolls in more
recent cyclones have been far lower and
more evenly-balanced between genders.
Pakistan hasbeen learning a similar lesson:
About 37% of housing grants under a
World Bank programme to rebuild from
the 2022 floods have gone to women.

Empowering women isalso goingtobe
crucial to the development that Pakistan
will need to free itself of dependence on
donor nations—an important considera-
tion, considering the aid budgets of the US
and UK, two of the biggest donors, have
been eviscerated this year.

Bangladesh’s economic miracle was
built by the millions of women who flocked
toitsgarment industry, turningitinto the
world’s largest apparel exporter after
China. Some 44% of women now have jobs,
ashare that exceedsItaly. (In contrast, only
32% of Pakistani women even have access
toamobile phone.) That’s spurred urbani-
zation and investment, both of which have
now overtaken rates seen in Pakistan. With
each passing year, a less poverty-stricken
Bangladesh getsbetter at protecting itself
against the damage from climate change.

Pakistan has no shortage of plans to fix
its climate vulnerability, but grassroots
change is its greatest hope. With labour
costsnow lower than those of Bangladesh,
whose minimum wage is far below aliving
income, it might even have the opportu-
nity to copy its former province’s boom.

Floods have always been devastating.
Afterthe watersrecede, however, they can
nurture a new era of growth. ©BLOOMBERG

Brace for risk repricing as insurers face climate claims

SOUMYA SARKAR

is an independent expert based
in New Delhi, Kolkata and
QOdisha. Twitter: @scurve
Instagram: @soumya.scurve.

he climate emergency is no longer a
distant threat on actuarial spread-
sheets. It is reshaping how insurers
calculate risk, fix prices and design products.

Insurance, once built on the assumption
that yesterday’s weather is a fair guide to
tomorrow’s, is being forced to acknowledge
that the past no longerreliably predicts the
future. For Indian businesses, this change
matters greatly. The insurance industry is
notjustafinancial service; it isabarometer
of risk. When premiums rise or coverage
shrinks, it signals where vulnerabilities are
mounting. While GST relief on some poli-
ciesmay aid personal insurance penetration,
climate stress demands attention.

Five sectors in India are the most exposed.
Agriculture is the most vulnerable. Farmers
endure whiplash between floods and
droughts, hail storm and cyclones. Accord-
ing to district-level climate risk assessments,
India’s flagship crop insurance scheme has
struggled to keep pace with the volatility.
Insurers are testing simpler designs such as

parametric covers, where payouts are auto-
matic when rainfall or temperatures breach
athreshold, avoiding delays and disputes.

Urban housing and infrastructure have
become increasingly fragile as construction
spreads into flood-plains and low-lying
zones. The World Bank has noted that heavy
rainfall, waterlogging and heat stress are
straining Indian cities. Insurers are respond-
ing by raising premiums in risky locations,
excluding flood coverage and insisting on
higher building standards.

The energy sector, including renewables,
is also under pressure. Cyclones have bat-
tered wind turbines and solar farms along
the coasts, while heatwaves reduce effi-
ciency. Swiss Re Institute, an arm of the
global reinsurer, has shown how so-called
secondary perilslike localized storms, once
considered marginal, now dominate global
loss portfolios, a trend relevant for India’s
expanding renewable energy sector.

Ports and logistics, too, face disruptions
from storm surges and flooding, forcing
contracts to narrow coverage. Health and
labour-intensive industries are vulnerable as
heatwaves and extreme humidity threaten
worker safety. Group health covers are
beginning to include heat-related illnesses,
while micro-insurance is being tested for

outdoor workers losing income to extreme
weather. This alters not just the demand for
insurance, but also how insurers operate.

Traditionally, premiums were set by aver-
aging decades of past losses. The climate cri-
sis has broken that assumption. Insurers
now weight recent extremes more heavily
and use climate models to

parametric products that can be settled
faster. Because reinsurers operate globally,
aflood in Germany or a wildfire in Canada
can influence the cost of insuring a ware-

house in Mumbai.
The business of insurance is essentially a
balancing act. Of every 100 paid as a pre-
mium, about 325-30 goes

estimate how rainfall, tem- = towards expenses such as
perature and cyclones will CIImate effeCts salaries an% administra-
evolve. This shiftissignifi- tion, industry data shows.
cantly altering products. are expeCted to That leaves X70-75 for
.POllCleS th‘at once prom- accelerate and clqlms, If payouts exceed
ised broad ‘all-risk’ cover- this share, insurers lose
age now list specific perils. transform the money on underwriting. In
Deductibles are getting ) India, non-life insurers
lar(gier, elspecial(ljyforﬂooc!s r|sk models of otf)ten rllz)no((:)/omtl)jiln(;,ld ratios
and cyclones. Coverage is . above b, which means
increasingly conditional: a the imnsurance claims and expenses
factory withraised plinths . exceed premiums. They
or flood barriers will business routinely depend on

receive better terms than
one without.

Reinsurers are playing a decisive role in
this transformation. Global firms that back-
stop Indian insurers have been hit by esca-
lating losses from European floods to Ameri-
can wildfires. Their response has been to
tighten terms in India as well—by raising
rates, lifting payout thresholds and pushing

investment income to
remain viable.

Climate change, by raising both the fre-
quency and severity of payouts, is pushing
this balance to its limits. Unless insurers
adapt, their solvency could come under
strain, especially given the 150% solvency
margin requirements imposed by the Indian
regulator.
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In the short term, changes will be most
visible in pricing. Property premiums in
coastal and flood-prone areas will climb.
Deductibles will rise and exclusions will
become sharper. Large projects like high-
ways, ports or renewable plants will increas-
ingly require climate risk cover as a condi-
tion of financing. Parametric insurance is set
to expand into the coverage of infrastructure
and small business.

Over the medium term, deeper structural
shifts are likely. Insurance products will
become modular, allowing businesses and
households to choose cover against specific
perilssuch asfloods, cyclones or heatwaves.
Discounts will reward climate-resilience
investments, from cool roofs to improved
drainage. Regulators, in turn, are expected
to push insurers to disclose how they meas-
ure and manage climate risks in line with
normsissued by the International Associa-
tion of Insurance Supervisors.

Climate change is forcing insurers to do
what they are supposed to: put a price on
risk. In India, where both exposure and vul-
nerability are rising, prices are set to rise.
The sooner companies and policymakers
recognize this, the better prepared they will
be for a future where protection is neither
guaranteed nor cheap.
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['T under fire

Indian IT players must heed HIRE Act warning

o far, US’ trade offensive against India had

been limited to merchandise trade. Indian IT

service players, who derive a significant
portion of their revenues from the US, had been
sanguine that they would not be impacted by the
tariff offensive. Their confidence stemmed from the
fact that members of the World Trade Organisation,
in 1998, agreed not to impose levies on digital services
through an ‘e-commerce moratorium’. This has been
‘renewed’ over the years.

®) But the Bill introduced by US Senator
/_a.\o Bernie Moreno, namely, Halting

& %; \ International Relocation of Employment Act
or HIRE Act, comes as a surprise that could
hurt Indian IT services and Global
Capability Centres (GCCs). While chances
are that the Bill may not become law,
certainly not soon, it should serve as a
warning to Indian companies to address
their vulnerabilities. The Bill is also likely to
face stiff resistance within the US as it aims
to punish US companies which are hurting
American workers by “shipping good-paying
jobs overseas in pursuit of slave wages and
immense profits.” The Act proposes a 25 per
cent tax on all outsourcing payments paid by
a US company or taxpayer to a ‘foreign
person’ for work which benefits consumers
in the US. The definition is so broad that it
covers all kinds of outsourcing by US
companies including information
technology, finance, research and
development, marketing and customer
service. US companies using low-cost labour
from India and other emerging economies
will be badly hit if the legislation is passed.
The Act further states that such outsourcing
payments cannot be claimed as deductions,
increasing the tax outgo of the companies.

The Act may not become a reality anytime
soon. All eyes will be on the e-commerce
moratorium pact when it comes up for
review early 2026. Meanwhile, US
companies are likely to oppose this Bill
vehemently as it can dent their profitability.
Given the smaller pool of adequately
qualified workers in the US, they will find it
difficult to onshore these jobs. The Bill also
appears to include GCCs set up by MNCs
such as Alphabet, Apple, Amazon and Meta
inlow cost jurisdictions. With large
investments already having been made in
these facilities, these companies will not
want punitive taxes.

Even if the Bill is not passed, large US
MNCs may rethink outsourcing their
operations and opt for a higher proportion of
local labour going forward, notwithstanding
the constraints. Indian IT players, already
grappling with slowing revenue due to the
uncertain global environment, technology
shifts and increasing competition, will find it
difficult to deal with this setback. They must
try to reduce their dependence on the North
American region which accounts for a large
chunk of the revenue and diversify to Europe
and countries in the APAC region such as
Japan and Singapore. Indian IT should
overhaul its business model, stop relying on
outsourcing and turn its attention to
product development and innovation to
build a more sustainable business.
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Online dispute
resolution: The

TRUST FACTOR. ODR must be embedded within a robust legal
and regulatory framework to make it credible and accountable

MS SAHOO
KEYUR SHAH

nJuly 2025, the Bombay High

Court set aside an arbitral award

where the arbitrator had been

appointed by an Online Dispute

Resolution (ODR) institution
using an algorithm. The Court held that
such an appointment violated party
autonomy under the Arbitration and
Conciliation Act, 1996 (Act), reaffirming
the Constitution Bench ruling of the
Supreme Court in November 2024. It
alsoissued notices to two ODR
institutions seeking details of how their
algorithms ensure party autonomy in
such appointments. This judgmentisa
timely reminder to strengthen ODR
before its shortcomings jeopardise its
future.

ODR did not originate in legislation; it
evolved in response to market needs. It
was born out of the rapid growth of
digital commerce, the proliferation of
small-value and repetitive disputes, and
the demand for faster, cheaper, and
more accessible means of resolution.
Today, millions of disputes in India,
ranging from e-commerce refunds and
consumer grievances to defaults in
digital lending, are being resolved
online, without any court intervention.
This spontaneous adoption
demonstrates both the appeal and the
inevitability of ODR.

ODR s not an entirely new species of
dispute resolution, but a new delivery
channel for well-established alternative
dispute resolution methods such as
arbitration, mediation, and conciliation.
It leverages technology to improve
access, speed, and efficiency.

Itis especially useful in handling
small-value claims, consumer
complaints, digital lending, and
cross-border transactions where
conventional litigation is impractical or
uneconomical.

TECH, AN ENABLER

But technology is only an enabler, not a
substitute for law. ODR must strictly
adhere to the foundational principles
envisaged in the legal framework,
including the Arbitration and
Conciliation Act, 1996, and the
Mediation Act, 2023. An ODR process
that compromises statutory safeguards,
such as party autonomy, risks being
struck down in courts, undermining
both legitimacy and adoption.

Party autonomy lies at the heart of
arbitration law: it demands equal and
meaningful participation of the parties
to the dispute in choosing the arbitrator.
This may be compromised if the ODR
institution picks up an arbitrator ona
random basis from a pre-approved pool
of arbitrators, disregarding parties’
preferences for specific expertise,
cultural alignment, or perceived
neutrality.

ODR institutions must, therefore,
maintain publicly accessible panels of
qualified arbitrators with verified
qualifications and domain expertise, and
demonstrable integrity. Such panels
must carry brief profiles, case
experience, and track records to allow
parties to make informed choices.
Where parties cannot agree, the
institution may step in, but only under
pre-defined, transparent rules.

Enforcement is another pressure
point. Some ODR platforms are
ambiguous on this front, and some may
not conform to the Act. For instance, the
SMART ODR operating under SEBI
oversight permits challenges under the
Act, but requires a market participant
challenging an arbitral award to deposit
the entire award amount upfront in

ODR institutions must,
therefore, maintain
publicly accessible panels
of qualified arbitrators
with verified qualifications
and domain expertise, and
demonstrable integrity

escrow. Non-compliance could render
the participant ‘not fit and proper,’
risking cancellation of its registration. If
the award is upheld, the amount is
automatically released to the other
party, ensuring enforcement.

By contrast, the counterparty
challenging an award is not subject to
similar obligations and can challenge
without any deposit, leaving the
participant to seek enforcement only
through courts. This framework places
the parties on an unequal footing and
conflicts with the Act, which does not
mandate pre-deposits for challenges.
Worse, market participants may face
double jeopardy if the Court,
independently, requires security fora
stay of enforcement. To preserve
fairness, ODR rules must fully align with
statutory provisions governing
challenge and enforcement.

A credible dispute resolution system
thrives on transparency. The US’ FINRA
system offers useful lessons in this
regard. Under the oversight of the
Securities and Exchange Commission,
FINRA publishes every arbitration
award, monetary or non-monetary,
favourable or unfavourable,ina
searchable, public database. These
awards disclose the names of parties,
counsels, arbitrators, claims, defences,
and outcomes, with sensitive personal
identifiers such as social security or
account numbers redacted.

FINRA also provides detailed
statistics on filings, closures, resolution
timelines, and the nature and types of
disputes resolved. Making arbitration
outcomes (not proceedings) publicly
accessible serves the public interest:
deters wrongdoing, fosters trust in the
dispute resolution system, and enables
investors to evaluate a broker’s track
record before engaging with them.

ACCOUNTABILITY FACTOR
Another aspect is the accountability of
the ODR institution. At present, both
the platforms and the arbitrators they
empanel operate largely outside formal
regulatory oversight. There is no
statutory body to license ODR

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

institutions, approve their byelaws, or
supervise the conduct, appointment, or
removal of arbitrators. This regulatory
vacuum raises concerns: Who ensures
the neutrality of platforms? Who holds
arbitrators to account for competence
or ethics? Who certifies procedural
safeguards and data security? Courts
cannot fill these gaps through ex-post
correction. A structured framework of
accreditation, oversight, and grievance
redressal is essential to institutionalise
trust in the system. ODR is reshaping
India’s dispute resolution landscape,
driven primarily by market forces. Its
rapid success, however, has outpaced the
legal framework. Unless regulations
catch up to provide clarity and oversight,
ODRrisks hitting a credibility ceiling. A
dedicated ODR law, or at least a tailored
chapter within existing statutes, should
address the full spectrum of issues:
licensing and accreditation of ODR
institutions; minimum standards for
procedural fairness, neutrality, and
competence of neutrals; transparent
disclosure norms for awards,
arbitrators, and systemic statistics;
robust data security and privacy
protections; and procedural safeguards
consistent with statutory frameworks
for arbitration and mediation. Such a
framework would provide ODR with the
legitimacy to graduate from a market
experiment to a mainstream pillar of
justice delivery.

ODRis efficient, accessible, and
scalable. But its future will not be
secured by technology alone. Unless
India embeds ODR within a robust legal
and regulatory framework, it risks
growing in numbers but faltering in
credibility. The choice is clear: allow
ODR to drift in alegal grey zone,
vulnerable to pushbacks, or embed it
firmly within law to deliver fair,
accountable, and enforceable outcomes.
The sooner this balance between
technology and law is achieved, the
stronger will be India’s dispute
resolution system, a vital pillar of
sustained economic growth.

The writers are advocates

HIRE Act could hurt I'T workforce, students

The definition of “foreign person” seems to be drafted broadly to cover wages paid to non-immigrant visa holders in US

—
M Muneer

he US has intensified tariffs,
I tightened immigration rules, and

pursued sanctions, while other
countries enforce stricter data privacy
regimes. The strategic challenges for
corporates and countries are plenty for
building competitiveness. For the IT
sector, with almost 60 per cent of
revenues coming from exports, the
strategic implications are not small.
Smaller IT players will be impacted
severely.

The imminent threat of the Halting
International Relocation of
Employment (HIRE) Act, placed in the
US Senate is yet another tremor. Its
intent is to create American jobs by
discouraging outsourcing. But beneath
the surface, the Bill carries complex
implications, not just for the Indian IT
sector, but for the 4,20,000-odd Indian
students currently enrolled in US
universities. Many of them, particularly
in STEM disciplines, aspire to build
careers in America. The HIRE Act could
alter their chances in ways not
immediately obvious.

Atits core, the HIRE Act would
impose a 25 per cent excise tax on
payments made to foreign service
providers and simultaneously deny tax

deductions for those expenses. Analysts
estimate this could raise the effective
cost of offshored IT services by nearly 60
per cent, once state and federal
corporate taxes are factored in. Added to
this are potential tariffs, such as a 50 per
cent duty on imported hardware that
would further stretch US tech budgets.

‘FOREIGN’ FACTOR

More troubling is the Bill’s scope. The
definition of “foreign person” seems to
be drafted broadly enough to cover
wages paid to non-immigrant visa
holders in the US. If this is so, it will
adversely impact international students
seeking careers in the US.

If the HIRE Act is passed, the offshore
industrywill be in a tight spot, no doubt.
The higher costs of offshoring will
restrain the American enterprises and
will force them to look at onshore hiring.
This may seem beneficial for the
international students graduating from
the US universities, as they are
physically present onshore and
well-trained.

But the term “foreign person” is
causing major concerns amongst the
students, as it could include them under
the provision. If so, the wages paid to the
F1visaholders under the Optional
Practical Training scheme
(international students contributing to

L
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corporate sector) could be subjected to
the same tax structure.

Despite the rhetoric of reshoring,
economic logic points the other way.
Even factoring in higher costs under the
HIRE Act, outsourcing to India remains
20-40 per cent cheaper than doing it
locally. American companies know this,
as they have been dependent on a hybrid
model for competitiveness. Bringing
long-term offshoring contractstoa
sudden ending is not easy either, not just
in terms of costs but in learning curves,
customer disconnect, weakening
resilience, and human capital.

Further, there exists a STEM talent
shortfall in the US market. The
universities are not producing enough
domestic graduates to bridge this gap
owing to multiple reasons, especially in

emerging fields like AL, cybersecurity,
and semiconductor design. Indian
students passing out of IITs and
graduating from US universities offer
culturally integrated and well-trained
talent solutions.

Rather than shrinking opportunities,
the US should expand them. Clearer,
safer, and longer work authorisation for
STEM graduates would ensure that
international talent strengthens, not
weakens, the competitive advantages.

For India, the lesson is dual. On one
hand, it must prepare the students for
uncertainty by diversifying destinations.
Countries like Germany, Canada, and
Australia are already rising in popularity.
On the other hand, India’s I'T sector
must continue moving up the value
chain by investing in deep tech, Al,
biotech, and advanced R&D. This will
ensure that its graduates remain globally
indispensable, whether or not US
immigration ebbs and flows.

The HIRE Act may not pass; similar
bills in the past stalled under lobbying
pressure from corporations. But the
political climate has shifted toward
protectionism, and this Bill has a more
credible chance of advancing. The risk
cannot be dismissed.

Muneer is co-founder of the non-profit Medici Institute
for Innovation
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Opportunity in threat

This refers to “HIRE Bill shakes up IT
players” (September 10). This Bill,
which proposes to impose 25
percent tax on US companies for
outsourcing work, would create

problems for the US business also. redesign.
Outsourcingis driven by wage YG Chouksey

arbitrage. Pune
Besides, since the USis home to

tariffs. However, Indian companies
should take it as a timely call for
re-engineering their production and
service aimed at higher quality at
lower cost, market expansion
strategy and mastering Al with job

trade talks.

some of the giant companies in the Unpredictable Trump matters easy.
world, it might face domestic talent This refers to ‘India, US continuing

deficit. negotiations to address trade

Whether this has been accounted barriers: Trump’ (September 10). PM Modi.

for while making this Bill is debatable Trump has signalled athaw in the Kumar Gupt

given Trump’s weaponisation of

bilateral chill between Indiaand the

Panchkula (Haryana)

USand healso looks forward to
speaking with his ‘very good friend’
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the
coming weeks amid continuing

But should Trump be taken
seriously, given the tariffs and
punitive measures imposed on
India? His continuous flip-flops on
policy matters are not making

However, it is genuinely wished that
he fulfills his latest commitment to

Women in dairying

family members.

This refers to the article ‘Uplift
women in dairying’ (September 10).
The dairy sector is the second
backbone of our rural economy, the
first being agriculture. Indiais
fighting against western countries in
not giving access or opening to the
country’s dairy sector to outsiders.
Millions of rural folk engage in
dairying activity, silently contributing
their share towards growth of the
sector, which goes unnoticed. This
sector is beset with unpaid work by

improving entrepreneurial skills and
in upskilling of women, necessary
financial support in buying electrical
milking kits, erecting hygienic
shelters for housing the milch
animals and growing of nutrients rich
plants and grass need to be
prioritised. Agricultural Extension
Officers of public sector banks and
the Block level Development
Officers at Panchayat and Tehsil
levels have a greater role to play in
identifying the credit needs to
empower women in this sector.

RV Baskaran

Apart from imparting training on Pune
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GST push for clean energy

Rate cuts will lower renewable energy project costs

L]
Sandeep Kashyap
Saurabh Agarwal

herecent GST rate
T rationalisation in the

energy sector reflects a
strategic shift towards promoting
renewable energy and making
clean energy technologies more
affordable and attractive for
investment. This aligns with the
government’s vision to become
energy independent by 2047
through the large-scale adoption
of renewables, green hydrogen,
green ammonia and domestic
exploration of critical minerals,
reducing reliance on imported
coal, oiland gas.

The reduction of the GST rate
on solar power generators,
wind-operated electricity
generators, and other renewable
energy devices from 12 per cent to
5 per cent is a game-changer. This
will directly lower costs and
improve the financial viability of
renewable energy projects. The
effective GST on solar and wind
projects, based on the 70:30
formula, is now reduced from 13.8
per cent to 8.9 per cent. Overall,
these reforms provide a
supportive framework for power
and energy, enhancing viability
and sectoral resilience.

DUAL NARRATIVE

Beyond solar and wind, GST
rationalisation extends to other
segments of the energy sector.
The reduction of GST on
waste-to-energy (WTE) devices
to 5 per cent provides a timely
stimulus to this emerging
industry, aligning tax policy with
sustainable waste management
and energy generation. Similarly,
lowering GST on allied inputs
such as cement from 28 per cent
to 18 per cent has the potential to
ease infrastructure costs which is
critical for industrial expansion
and competitiveness. This
comprehensive approach
underscores the government’s
commitment to fosteringa
competitive and sustainable
energy landscape.

While the reforms present a
positive trajectory for
renewables, they also create a
dual narrative for the broader
energy sector. The GST on goods
and services used in petroleum
exploration and production
contracts has been raised from 12
per cent to 18 per cent, which
could marginally increase project
costs. Similarly, GST on coal has
beenrevised to 18 per cent from 5
per cent plus a cess of ¥400 per
tonne. However, the overall
impact on thermal power costs is
expected to remain contained.

RENEWABLES. Welcome tax sops

These shifts reflect the measured
approach to promote clean energy
while maintaining operational
viability of conventional energy
sources.

As the GST framework evolves,
the long-term vision should entail
bringing petroleum products and
electricity within its ambit. A
phased approach, beginning with
electricity, natural gas, or aviation
turbine fuel (ATF), would
advance the objective of a
comprehensive
consumption-based tax system.
Industry stakeholders have
consistently highlighted this
need, given its potential to reduce
stranded taxes, improve liquidity,
and enhance efficiency across
value chains. Such a move would
mark a decisive step towards a
fully unified and seamless indirect
tax regime. Bringing electricity
under the GST framework would
allow businesses to claim Input
Tax Credit (ITC) on their power
bills. This ability to claim ITC,
which is currently not possible
because electricity is an exempt
supply, would reduce costs for
commercial and industrial
consumers. If these savings are
passed on to all customers — both
retail and industrial — it would
lower overall electricity costs,
thereby boosting the global
competitiveness of Indian
industry.

For industry to fully leverage
this transformative reform, a
proactive and strategic approach
will be essential. Companies
should immediately revisit
existing contracts, especially
those with ‘Change in Law’
clauses in Power Purchase
Agreements (PPAs) to ensure
revised tax rates are accurately
reflected in costing and tariffs.
This agility will be crucial to
managing short-term challenges.
Areassessment of financial
models and bidding strategies will
be critical, as the government’s
clear expectation is that cost
efficiencies from rationalisation
be passed on to end-consumers.

Kashyap is CEO of Purvah Green Power Private
Ltd,and Agarwal is a Tax Partner at EY India

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

September 11,2005

Domestic airlines looking to hike fares

Domestic air travel could soon become dearer. Leading domestic carriers such
as Jet Airways, Air Sahara and Air Deccan have confirmed to Business Line that
they are looking at a hike in air fares, which could be round the corner. While
officials of most airlines are tight-lipped about how much the fares will rise by,
there is general unanimity that a decision will have to be taken soon.

Consolidation: Agenda set for 7 leading PSU banks

The Union Finance Minister, Mr P. Chidambaram, put forth a new agenda for
seven leading nationalised banks, asking them to draw up proposals for
consolidation through the acquisition of smaller Government banks or other
private banks. He said the idea is to ensure that India has four-to-five ‘giant
banks’ that could match any reputed financial institution in the world.

Mumbai floods: PSU general insurers may take ¥2,300-cr hit
The four public sector general insurance companies can face losses of around

32,300 crore on account of claims arising out of the Mumbai floods, according
to figures released by the New India Assurance Company. New India Assurance

estimates its losses at ¥600 crore.
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hen Prime Minister

Narendra Modi

unveiled the

Vikram-32 at Semicon

India last week, it
signalled something foundational: the
emergence of an Indian semiconductor
innovation ecosystem in a world where
chips are no longer just technology —
they are geopolitics. Designed by ISRO
and fabricated at SCL Mohali, the 32-bit
microprocessor is India’s first
indigenously developed chip. While it is
built on 180nm technology — far from
3nm chips that are powering the global
Al race — this milestone highlights India
laying the groundwork for a future
where chips are not just imported, but
designed and built locally.

To understand why India has been
behind the curve in building the
semiconductor ecosystem, let’s dial back
afewyears. One might be surprised to
note that Semiconductor Complex Ltd
(SCL) in Mohali started in 1984, three
years before Taiwan Semiconductor
Company (TSMC), currently the
world’s largest semiconductor foundry.
SCL, initsinitial years, was close to the
cutting edge of chip technology,
manufacturing DRAM chips and
partnering with global multinationals.

Prasu Jain
Meghal Sharma
Astitva Ranjan Srivastava

he new MoSPIreport on
T nutritional intake, based on the

2022-23 and 2023-24 surveys,
when read alongside the 2011-12
findings of the 68th round of the NSS,
offers a telling portrait of how Indians
eat. In 2011-12, per capita daily calorie
intake averaged 2,233 kilocalories in
rural areas and 2,206 in urban areas. A
decade later, the numbers are broadly
stable: 2,212 in rural and 2,240 in urban
India. Protein intake was about 60
grams per person per dayin 2011-12
and has inched up to around 61 grams
in 2023-24, while fat intake has moved
from 48 grams to about 52 grams in
urban India.

According to 2011-12 HCES data,
out of all the meals received in 30 days
from all the sources, the highest
numbers of meals from school, balwadi,
etc., were received by rural children in
the age-group 5-9 (8.5 meals per boy
and 9 meals per girl), followed by rural
children in the 10-14 age-group (7.1
meals per boyand 7.7 meals per girl).
This trend remained the same as per
2022-23 and 2023-24 data.
Furthermore, the rural figure is more
than twice the corresponding urban

But a devastating fire in 1989 halted SCL
and with it India’s semiconductor
momentum, pushing it back by multiple
decades. Post liberalisation, while India
became a chip design hub with global
firms like Texas Instruments and
STMicroelectronics setting up their
design centres, we missed the boat on
building fabrication capacity,as AMD
and others skipped India for
bureaucratic delays in favour of other
Asian nations.

Fast forward to 2021, the launch of
the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM)
with an outlay of ¥76,000 crore marked a
serious intent of revival, with a focus on
the entire stack of chip development
from design, fabrication, assembly, to
human capital. ISM offered clarity and
vision alongside capital support for
fabrication labs and design-linked
incentive schemes. This has started
attracting global players like Micron and
domestic firms like Tata Electronics
Private Ltd to set up semiconductor
plants. Parallelly, there are also plans
towards strengthening the talent pool
through university collaboration with
IISc, with targets such as 60,000

India’s semiconductor
vision is no longer
constrained by vision,
ambition, or policy, but
what remains elusive is
ecosystem depth
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semiconductor engineers in the next 10
years.

ECOSYSTEM DEPTH

India’s semiconductor vision is no
longer constrained by vision, ambition,
or policy, but what remains elusive is
ecosystem depth. As Chris Miller points
out in his book Chip War, the
semiconductor industry is a globally
distributed supply chain, anchored on
deep specialisation and
interdependence. For instance, the
Netherlands’ ASML holds a near
monopoly in the extreme ultraviolet
lithography machine used to etch
intricate circuit patterns on silicon
wafers; Taiwan’s TSMC has perfected

high-volume fabrication; the US leads in

Electronic Design Automation (EDA)
software used in chip design, and South
Korea has built dominance in memory
technologies. These have happened at
the back of decades of state-supported
investment in the case of TSMC, South
Korea’s chaebol-led innovation,
alongside talent clustering and
ecosystem orchestration.

This fragmented nature of the
semiconductors is its unique feature
underlying both its economic efficiency
and geopolitical fragility, but that sets a
high bar for India. The current
semiconductor push amidst the
changing geopolitical environment is
timely, but India needs to be on guard

against ‘fab nationalism’ — the thinking

that setting up fabrication plants
equates to success. Globally, as Josh

figures across all age-gender categories,
and this pattern remains consistent
throughout the decade.

This shows that anti-poverty
measures and targeted welfare
schemes such as the Mid-Day Meal
scheme, and the Integrated Child
Development Services have ensured
that hunger is no longer as acute as it
was in earlier decades. The Poshan
Abhiyaan, launched in 2018, has further
placed nutrition at the centre of public
policy, focusing on pregnant women,
lactating mothers, and children.

EATING PATTERNS
However, the twin surveys highlight
two important points about eating
patterns of Indians. First, it shows that
diet diversity still lags. In rural India,
almost half of the protein people eat
still comes from cereals like rice and
wheat. Foods that are richer in protein
— such as pulses, fruits, and vegetables
— are eaten much less. For example,
only about 9 per cent of protein in rural
diets comes from pulses, which is far
below than the recommended levels. In
urban India, people eat slightly less
protein from cereals and a little more
from pulses compared to rural areas,
but the difference is marginal.

Second, there’s adownward trend in
monthly per capita consumption of

EFFECTIVE. Mid-day Meal scheme

cereals and pulses and pulses products
bothin rural and urban areas from
2011-12 to 2022-24. However, cereals
still constitute the highest percentage
from where people consume protein.

In States like Punjab, Haryana and
Kerala, per capita daily calorie and
protein intake is well above the
national average, reflecting dietary
diversity supported by milk, pulses, and
animal proteins. In States such as
Odisha, Bihar, and Chhattisgarh, intake
levels remain closer to the national
mean, but here too the data indicate
gradual improvements compared to
2011-12. What stands out is the slow
but steady decline in cereal
dependence and the rising
contribution of pulses and dairy across
most regions.

REUTERS

Lerner documents, such hard
infrastructure building innovation
ecosystem efforts, such as Malaysia
BioValley and Germany’s Bavarian
cluster, have had muted success.

What India needs is a focus on
ecosystem depth and market
competitiveness. Fab labs must evolve
into engines of innovation, not
expensive monuments. Vikram-32 is
proof of concept — a demonstration
that India can indigenously produce a
chip. But it is not yet proof of scale,
which needs a talent pool, sustained
investment, and systematic capability
development.

Insights from India’s biomedical
innovation ecosystem creation,
highlighted in our recent research, offer
valuable lessons here. Success in deep
tech domains rarely comes from isolated
breakthroughs. It comes from
ecosystem orchestration under
uncertainty — drawing on distributed
pools of expertise across academia and
industry, aligned in mission-mode
around national priorities. India’s
semiconductor journey could follow a
similar path: a distributed ecosystem
orchestration that is resilient,
collaborative, and globally relevant.

In today’s world, where chips are
defining geopolitical leverage, India’s
ability to scale will depend not on how
many fabs it builds, but on how well it
builds the ecosystem around them.

The writer is Professor, Adam Smith Business School,
University of Glasgow, UK

Are Indians’ dietary preferences nutritiouss

The comparative evidence from
2011-12 to 2023-24 shows how far
India has come and how much more is
possible. Calories are no longer the
central concern they once were, but
ensuring adequate proteins, vitamins,
and minerals remains unfinished
business.

Welfare schemes that already reach
millions can be further diversified —
supplementing rice and wheat with
pulses, millets, and fortified foods.
Public meals, from schools to
anganwadis, can be designed to reflect
regional preferences while ensuring
balance. And citizens themselves,
armed with greater awareness, can
reclaim the wisdom of traditional diets
— dal, greens, fermented foods, and
seasonal fruits — without abandoning
the convenience of modern food
systems.

The lesson from the surveys is that
India’s nutrition story is not about
whether we are eating enough, but
whether we are eating right. With the
right mix of policy, culture, and
awareness, it is possible to imagine a
future where the story is not of
sufficiency alone, but of true
nourishment.

Prasu is Deputy Director, Meghal and Astitva are
Assistant Directors, MoSPI. Views are personal
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EASY

ACROSS

1. Defends against

attack (7)

5. Urge, drive (5)

8. Bubble raised on

paint (7)

9. Social get-together (5)
10. Prudence, prevision (9)
12. Wrongdoing (3)

13. Living and breathing (5)
17. Conjunction (3)

19. Those undergoing
penitence (9)

21. Black bird (5)

22. Put back (7)

24. Famous (5)

25. State explicitly (7)

DOWN

1. Redden (6)

2. Rider’s foot-iron (7)

3. Take a chair (3)

4. Gesture of

indifference (5)

5. Unable to wait or
endure (9)

6. Deposits and leaves (5)
7. Producing eggs (6)

11. Produced keen edge (9)
14. A charge, command (7)
15. Motherly woman (6)
16. Fix the amount of (6)
18. Down quilt (5)

20. Nanny (5)
23.Youngseal (3)

NOT SO EASY

ACROSS
1. Is trapped by spiders, but doesn't give up (7)
5. Drive a mile out when parking inside it (5)

8. It is raised running rail system with broken tiles in it (7)
9. Leave one another at beginning of year for jolly

get-together (5)

10. Shows prudence with bead at the front of the barrel (9)
12. Don't stop to vocalise about one that’s deadly (3)
13. Breathing, it’s wicked to reach a conclusion that’s

backward (5)

17.In addition, they are the beginnings of all new

developments (3)

DOWN

1.Redden iron that turns up in red stone (6)

2. Wind things right up to put one’s foot in it (7)

3. To be in session is up to Parliament finally (3)

4. She doesn't finish on the mat with such a careless
gesture (5)

5. Fidgeting to get on, | am on the doctor’s list (9)

6. Leaves vehicle in public places (5)

7. Producing a clutch while putting cutlery on the table (6)
11. End phrase in confusion, but one made one’s point (9)
14. Instruction to bank a chap can take out (7)

15. The older woman is not to be seen with broken arm (6)

19. They are sorry the writer is about to get temporary shelter (9) 16. Rate it like the South, less pounds being lost (6)

21. Navy is about to get classic greeting from Tower bird (5)
22. Two different sorts of material to substitute (7)

24. Remarkable way to end it (5)

25. Without stopping along the way to put it into words (7)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2779

ACROSS 1. World 4. Heinous 8. Remit 9. Passive 10. Pie 11. Crescendo 12. Oast 13. Char 18. Entourage 20. Tip 21. Sea-girt 22. Ochre 23. Rancher 24. Dates
DOWN 1. Word processor 2. Rummers 3. Detect 4. Hopper 5. Insect 6. Onion 7. Stenographers 14. Hatchet 15. Punish 16. Banter 17. Devoid 19. Train

18. In a piece for two, five are a cover-up for one lying (5)
20. Character in R & J notes usual Romeo says envy

leads to her (5)

23. What one doesn’t want to be sold is a pet, either way (3)
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Employment quality
Greater reliance on contract labour has implications

Thelatest Annual Survey of Industries 2023-24 points to aworrying trend —therise
of contractualisation. Contract workers now account for 42 per cent of the work-
forceengaged in the organised manufacturingsector. This is the highest since 1997-
98, when their share was only 16 per cent. In fact, contractualisation has risen by
nearly 8 percentage points in the last 10 years, while the share of workers directly
employed by factories has displayed a consistent declining trend. Fora country like
India, which must rely on labour-intensive manufacturing, rising contractualisa-
tion signals deterioration in the quality of employment being generated.

Contract workers are typically not directly employed by factories but are hired
through third-party agencies. Evidence suggests that Indian firms have tradi-
tionally faced rigid labour laws and strong employment-protection provisions,
making it difficult to adjust the workforce based on demand conditions. To circum-
vent these restrictions, firms increasingly depend on contractual arrangements,
which offer them greater flexibility in workforce management and reduce costs
associated with benefits and job security. A striking aspect of this trend is wide
interstate variations. In 2022-23, it was observed that 68.6 per cent of the industrial
workforce in Bihar is contract labour, whereas Kerala reports only 23.8 per cent.

Thus, uneven regulatory enforcement and different industrial practices across
states add another layer of complexity to the challenge. There is also a clear rural-
urban divide in that the share of contractual workers employed with factories
located in rural areasislikely to be higher than that of contract workers in factories
in urban centres. Economist Arvind Subramanian and others have, for example,
shown how firms adopt “multi-plant” strategies to stay nimble and diversify risks
emanating from regulations, including labour laws. This fragmentation prevents
workers from organising effectively, keeping collective bargaining weak and wage
demands low. However, as a result, firms in India are not able to attain scale,
which affects productivity and competitiveness. This is one of the reasons India
has not been able to take advantage of its labour abundance and has underper-
formed in terms of exporting labour-intensive goods. Even capital-intensive
industries, which typically require skilled workers, are also witnessing higher
contract-worker intensity than labour-intensive sectors, undermining the argu-
ment that contractualisation serves only low-skill or temporary needs. Instead,
it points to a systemic shift towards precarious employment practices aimed at
cost-cutting and power asymmetry.

These trends are concerning since contract workers do not enjoy the same
employment benefits as regular workers. These include nojob security, limited or
noinsurance, and no paid leave. The result is an increasingly fragile workforce that
bears the brunt of economic shocks, with little recourse. In this context, operation-
alising the four labour codes without delay remains critical. They promise stream-
lined regulation, improved working conditions, and greater stability for contractual
and gig workers. By making labour markets more inclusive and secure, they can
help arrest the deteriorating quality even in the formal sector. In terms of broader
macroeconomic outcomes, deterioration in labour-market conditions, evenin the
formal sector, will have implications for overall demand. India needs a balance
between flexibility in the labour market and employment conditions.

Proving identity
SC ruling makes SIR inclusive

The Supreme Court on Monday effectively reproved the Election Commission of
India (ECI) for being excessively stringent in its operation of the “special intensive
revision”, or SIR, in Bihar. This process, meant to recreate the electoral roll before
the Assembly elections in that state, has become mired in controversy amid con-
cerns about disenfranchisement. The court in July, however, chose not to act on
those concerns and allowed the process to go ahead. But it did indicate that some
documents — aration card and the Aadhaar unique ID among them — should be
considered as proof of residence by the poll panel. But the ECL it appears, continued
to avoid the use of Aadhaar.

This was clearly seen to be inaccurate. The court has correctly stepped in to
point out that, under the law as written, a unique ID must be accepted as proof of
identity, more so as the ECI plans a countrywide SIR. There are no shortcuts avail-
able when it comes to the process of establishing citizenship. A special and inten-
sive revision of the electoral roll, as the name implies, cannot just choose to avoid
theuse of certain documents because that might make the ECI'sjob more difficult.
Unless all possible methods of providing identity are included, accusations that
such revisions are not inclusive will gain traction.

Itisimportant to note that Aadhaar was never meant or designed to be proof of
citizenship. Indeed, it was originally not even meant to prove residence. As con-
ceived, it was alightweight way to use digital technology tolink a person’s biomet-
ricstoaspecific number. Even during the previous government, however, it began
to be weighed down by debates about what additional weight it could carry. The
Union home ministry felt that it would compete with its National Population Reg-
ister, which enumerated citizens, and fought against it; the eventual compromise
was to turn it into address proof. However, the fact is that it is now widely accepted
asproof ofidentity and residence, and thus must be scrutinised and not ignored by
anyone trying to exclude a possible voter from the roll.

Theentire SIR project is problematic for the simple reason that establishing citi-
zenship cannot be aspecial and intensive project prior to a pivotal election. The fact
is that India has always had a problem identifying its citizens. This will probably
decrease in future generations, given that more births are being officially registered
now, and the ideal proof of citizenship is the birth certificate. But as it stands, a
majority of Bihar’s voters asked to submit documentation were born in periods
when the birth-registration rate was below 10 per cent. Thus, the process of valida-
tion becomes extremely difficult. Under such circumstances, as the court noted, it
becomes a “trust issue”. In other words, the agency undertaking the effort of vali-
dating the right to vote must be operating with the highest standards, be seen tobe
impartial, and have adequate capacity dedicated to the task.

EEEALT T

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

GSTreform: Landmark,
butonly half done

Rate rationalisation is welcome, but more work is
needed to climinate cascading taxes

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council should be
complimented for breaking the “tyranny of status
quo” by restructuring and reducing the number of
GST rates. Following the Prime Minister’s Indepen-
dence Day address, which promised a Diwali gift of
lowering the tax burden, there were optimistic
expectations of a reduced rate, a simpler structure,
and greater ease of tax payments. Credit goes to the
Union finance minister, as chairperson of the GST
Council, for persuading the members to unani-
mously adopt the decision to restructure the taxinto
two major rates by moving most items
under the 12 per cent slab to the 5 per
cent category, while also implement-
ing measures to speed up registration
and ensure faster refunds.
International experience shows
that there is no “one-size-fits-all”
system of value added tax (VAT). Each
country adopts a variant of VAT,
depending on political acceptability
and convenience. However, if some

bad features, such as large-scale PQLICY PILLARS
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exemptions, too high or low thresh-
olds, or multiple rates creep into its

works out to¥8,000 crore per month, which is not very
high. This is not surprising because consumption of
those items that will now be taxed at 5 per cent is likely
toexpand tosomeextent, offsetting part of theloss, as
most of the items in this category are expected to have
reasonably high price elasticity of demand. In any
case, the revenue from items under the 12 per cent
slabwasabout 5 per cent of the total, and reducing the
rate will have only a marginal impact. However,
restricting the 28 per cent category to demerit goods
— particularly the reduction in rates on construction
materials and automobiles and their
parts — is likely to make a dent in rev-
enue. Not surprisingly, the non-NDA
ruled states have voiced apprehen-
sions. In some cases, this could affect
their fiscal balance or capital expendi-
ture, and it remains to be seen how
they will adjust.

While reducing GST to two main
rates is a significant measure, it is
important to note that the system is
still riddled with problems. Ideally, a
GST levied at a single rate, apart from
exemptions, eliminates many admin-

implementation, it is very difficult to
remove them later. However, if restructuring is done
toreduce the tax burden, it gets universal acceptance.
Not surprisingly, the decision to reduce the number of
rates has been welcomed by all. While there was appre-
hension about revenue loss among the non-National
Democratic Alliance-ruled states, the finance minister
seems to have allayed their fears. In any case, they too
do not wish to be seen as obstructionists.

According to official estimates, the reform is
expected toentail arevenue loss of about 48,000 crore
on an annualised basis for this financial year. This

istrative and compliance issues and
reducesdistortions. Itisnosurprise that 81 per cent of
the countries that have adopted VAT in one form or
another since 2000 have preferred to levy the tax at a
single rate. Even after the elimination of the 12 per
cent category to reduce the structure to two main
rates, some of the problems will continue. The large
difference between 5 per centand 18 per cent, besides
incentivising lobbyingto seek the lower rate, canlead
tomisclassification of the goods, often resulting in liti-
gation. There will be instances where the prevailing
rates can create an inverted duty structure, particu-

larly in items such as apparel, footwear, tractors, fer-
tilisers, pharmaceuticals, and edible oil. The issue
becomes more severe in the case of a consumption-
type VAT, where input tax credit is also allowed on
capital goods and machinery purchases. The distor-
tions continue when the tax rates are bracketed
accordingtothe value of the commodity or service, or
when the rate varies with end-use categories.

The reduction in the GST rate from 12 percentto 5
per cent on a number of items is expected to provide
acushion against the adverse effects of the Trump tar-
iffs on gross domestic product (GDP) growth by boost-
ing private consumption. GDP at constant prices in
the first quarter recorded an impressive growth of 7.8
per cent, driven mainly by strong growth in private
and government consumption expenditure and capi-
tal formation, aided by the front-loading of govern-
ment capital expenditure.

Itishoped that the reduction in GST rates will pro-
vide an additional thrust to the private consumption
engine needed to achieve the projected 6.5 per cent
growth this year. However, since items in the 12 per
cent category account for only about 5 per cent of total
GST, the additional boost to consumption may not be
significant. Atthe sametime, it must be noted that the
adverse effects of higher US tariffs will be on both net
exports and foreign investments, and the only way to
counter this is to seek alternative markets and under-
take reforms to make the economy more competitive.

Similarly, the expectation that the reduction will
reduce the inflation rate substantially towarrant a cut
inthe policy rate may also be questionable, for at pres-
entalmost 50 per cent of the items that are in the con-
sumer price index bundle are exempted from GST.

The mostimportant tax reform needed at the pres-
ent juncture to counter Trump tariffs is to make the
economy more competitive. In this context, the reform
to expand the tax base to include petroleum products
isimportant. Presently, the cascading effect of taxeson
petroleum productsis very high and thisincreasesthe
cost of transportation of goods and people.

In2023-24, cascading taxes at the Union level con-
stituted 24.4 per cent of total domestic consumption
taxes, while at the state level, domestic consumption
taxes, excluding GST and state excise duties, consti-
tuted 34.4 per cent of consumption taxes.

Of course, the revenue loss factor outweighs any
other consideration in this reform, but it is necessary
to make a realistic estimate of the loss and initiate
measures to limit it by pruning the list of exempted
goods. The inclusion of petroleum products in GST
would help in taxing the transport sector much more
comprehensively than at present. Also, services such
as legal fees, which are currently exempt, should be
brought into the tax net to make it more comprehen-
sive. Similarly, the merit goods rate can be increased
to 6-7 per cent.

However, this reform will not be easy to imple-
ment, since neither the Union nor the states would like
toriskrevenues, and the Union government is unlikely
to take the lead because 85 per cent of the excise duty
collected on petroleum products comes from cesses
and additional excise duties, which are non-shareable.
Butthesearediretimes, and it is necessary to think out
ofthe box to inject greater competitiveness.

The author is chairman, Karnataka Regional Imbal-
ances Redressal Committee. The views are personal

India must hold the inflation target line

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has initiated the
second statutory review of the flexible inflation tar-
geting (FIT) framework it has used since 2016. Its
recent discussion paper seeks public feedback on
whether FIT, which has anchored the Monetary
Policy Committee’s (MPC’s) decisions for nearly a
decade, remains relevant for India’s economy.

The paper raises four questions: Should the RBI
target headline or core inflation, given food’s domi-
nant weight in retail price index? Is the 4 per cent
inflation target with a tolerance band (+/- 2 per cent)
still appropriate for a fast-growing economy? Should
the tolerance band be adjusted or
scrapped entirely? And should the point
target give way to a more flexible range-
based approach?

To answetr, it is useful to understand E._

what the framework has delivered. Since {'

May 2016, headline inflation has aver- .
aged just around 4.8 per cent. Expecta- -
tions, once volatile, have become more

stable. The median one-year-ahead infla-

tion expectation has declined signifi-

cantly from earlier double-digit peaks AMARENDU NANDY

sumption. Thus, food shocks quickly feed into
demand and wages. That makes headline inflation,
not core, the welfare-relevant measure. Targeting a
narrower index, stripped of food and energy, would
effectively de-anchor inflation expectations and
weaken the legitimacy of the RBI's monetary policy.

What of the target itself? After July’s undershoot
toaneight-yearlow of1.55 per cent, the allure of lower-
ingthetargetis easy tosee. Conversely, many analysts
argue that raising it could help accommodate tran-
sient supply-side shocks. Both temptations should be
resisted. The RBI'sown analysis shows that 4 per cent

inflation roughly coincides with a zero-

outputgap, balancing price stability with

growth. Importantly, after nineyears, the

4 per cent target has become a Schelling

point around which expectations, politics

i) and markets seem to have converged.
There is little case for shifting it.

Nor is there a case for abandoning
the point target with tolerance bands in
favour of a bare range. Behavioural evi-
dence shows expectations anchor
around clear midpoints, not fuzzy inter-

towards a narrower range of 8 to 10 per

cent. Even when price pressures surged

above 6 per cent— in 2019, when onion prices spiked,
during the Covid-19 pandemic, and after Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine — the RBI’s Inflation Expecta-
tions Survey of Households (IESH) shows that expec-
tations remained strongly anchored. That is no small
achievement. FIT has ended India’s long cycle of
inflation surges and stop-go monetary policy.

The anchor has held because it aligns with how
inflation is experienced in India. Food and fuel
account for nearly 50 per cent of the consumption
basket for the poor, and price surges in these items
dominate thelived experience of inflation. In a finan-
cially constrained economy, where credit markets are
shallow, poor households cannot easily smooth con-

vals. The midpoint disciplines both

policymakers and price-setters. Nar-
rowing the 2-6 per cent corridor would force the
MPC into pro-cyclical tightening whenever the
monsoon falters or oil prices jump; a wider band
would blur accountability when rising global uncer-
tainty may demand monetary discipline.

India’s inflation record over recent years has been
shaped less by demand imbalances than by recurrent
supply shocks, such as volatile food prices, erratic
monsoons, energy price swings, and geopolitical
developments. Many have questioned whether FIT
can remain effective in such an environment. Recent
evidence suggests that the framework has improved
policy traction despite higher volatility. Work by Rag-
huvanshi and Ahmad (2024), published in the Journal

of Asian Economics, shows that since adopting FIT, the
interest-rate and credit channels have become more
effective in restraining inflation, while their impact
on output has diminished. Monetary policy now
transmits more directly to prices with less collateral
damage to growth, clearly a hallmark of a firm,
credible anchor. FIT has allowed the RBI to respond
calmly to shocks, without the overcorrection cycles
that once unsettled growth.

What must evolve is the framework of account-
ability and communication that supports FIT. The
RBI'sstatutory obligation under Section 45ZN — writ-
ing to the government when inflation remains out-
side the band for three quarters — must become a
more transparent accountability exercise, much like
how the Bank of England follows an “open letter”
system. The public report should explain the reasons
for the breach and the horizon over which inflation
will be steered back to 4 per cent. The RBI must also
publish policy-consistent inflation projections and
the expected timeframe for areturn to target, making
its intent easier to assess and its response function
more predictable.

The RBI should also strengthen signal extraction
while keeping headline consumer price index (CPI) as
the legal target. It could publish core measures like
trimmed-mean or median indices to separate tem-
porary spikes from persistent pressures. The Bank of
Canada does sowith CPI-trim and CPI-median, giving
aclearer view of underlying trends without weaken-
ingthe anchor.

With fiscal pressures rising worldwide and mon-
etary independence under strain, the anchor must
remain. We must not fix what is not broken. The
imperative is to make flexibility predictable and
accountability visible. That is how the RBI can con-
tinue to preserve its hard-won credibility.

The author is assistant professor (economics) at
IIM, Ranchi. The views are personal

Empathy beyond the treeline

ing-like writing technique
also ensures that the book
remains immensely readable
despite the usage of botan-

through their mycorrhizal net-
works with other trees in the
forest and share not just impor-
tant elements required for

It’s interesting to note that though
Mr Tillon says that he doesn’t want to
use anthropocentrism, he does so in the
book. This, along with the usage of per-

BOOK
REVIEW

SNEHA PATHAK

Laurent Tillon’s Being an Oak has
been translated from the French orig-
inal Etre un chéne: sous l'écorce de
Quercus by Jessica Moore and tells the
story of nature, using a forest and an
oak tree within it as its focus. The oak,
which Mr Tillon names Quercus, is
located in Rambouillet Forest where
he has spent a considerable time in the
company of nature.

Mr Tillon begins the story of Quer-

cus 240 years ago in 1780, right from the
moment Quercus, then an acorn, falls
down from another, older oak tree.
Written in a way that is bound to
remind his readers of a novel, Mr Tillon
goes on to chart the life story and the
various stages in the life and growth of
his beloved Quercus till 2020, when the
book comes to an end. In telling us the
story of Quercus, he also tells us the
story of many other creatures and
beings, including the lively, thriving,
Silva — his name for Quercus’ home, a
forest constantly abuzz with activity.
The other major characters in the his-
tory of Quercus include Homos, the
man; Apodemus, the wood mouse; Tor-
trix, the caterpillar; Canis, the wolf and
many others species, each of which
plays an important role in his life.
Through the interlinked life stories of
these creatures, Mr Tillon manages to
remind his readers of the complex web

of interdependent relationships that
we all share with nature.

It’s not surprising to learn that apart
from Homos, the relationship of all the
other participants of this natural cycle
remains one of harmony, co-existence,
and most often of symbiosis. It is only
human interference, right from the
days before the French Revolution,
which brings major, long-term, and not
always useful, changes in nature’s
rhythms. Reading Being an Oak is like
immersing oneself into a world that
most of us are, at best, only partially
aware of. Through the life of Quercus
and his neighbouring flora and fauna,
we come to realise the complex and
advanced processes of nature and how
nature has the capacity to incessantly
change, adapt and heal itself when left to
itsown devices.

Mr Tillon’s narrative of Quercus’ story
is thrilling and exciting. His storytell-

ical and other scientific
terms used in the book from
time to time. His quasi-mys-
tical relationship with Quer-
cusand Silva is reflected in
his writing. He is writing not
just as a forester (Mr Tillon is
the head of biodiversity at
France’s National Forestry
Office) or a scientist, but as Tree
someone who feels a deep,
almost spiritual, connection
with nature and loves to Press
spend time away from the
human world in the com-
pany of trees.

Trees and nature teach Mr Tillon, and
by extension readers, certain valuable les-
sons about life through the way nature
behaves and takes care of its own. For
instance, the book shows us that while
trees might seem to be solitary and static
organisms, they are actually connected

Being an Oak: Lifeasa

by Laurent Tillon
Published by Ithaka

277 pages 799

their growth, but also send and
receive distress signals in time
of need. This leads Mr Tillon to
share a profound life lesson he
haslearntin the company of
Quercus: “Inthe forest, all is
shared, allis recycled, and
mutual aid goes far beyond the
species barrier.”

Being an Oak also shows
its readers how beings in
nature respect boundaries,
never encroaching or claim-
ing what’s not theirs, always
co-existing with their neigh-
bours who draw nutrients
from the same soil, sun, air and water.
Mr Tillon also describes how human
needs and wants, in contrast, often
negatively impact the forests and how
old forester’s policies might be changed
in keeping with the needs of the rapidly
advancing populations.

sonal pronouns for all the beings that
feature in Quercus’ life story adds to the
impact of the book. Ms Moore also com-
ments upon this usage in her Transla-
tor’s Note, pointing out that using
personal pronouns for trees and animals
was a deliberate choice on her part as
using these can “shift our whole rela-
tionship to nature, of which we often
forget we are a part.”

Mr Tillon’s writing comes from a
place rooted in a deep sense of empathy,
with an almost mystical connection with
Silva in general and Quercus in particu-
lar. His meditations upon nature and
descriptions of the buzzing forest life in
the last chapter might just inspire
readers to leave the world behind, find a
forest, and develop a relationship with a
Quercus of their own.

The reviewer is an independent writer
and translator
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Well Done, India, for
This Entéte-a-Tete

Gol has handled Trump-et noise maturely

There’s something to be said about politesse in politics
andbeingdiplomatic in diplomacy. And one isnotjust spe-
aking of Donald Trump’s message — bereft of any custo-
mary words in all-caps — on Wednesday, announcing that
he ‘looks forward to speak with [his] very good friend, Pri-
me Minister Modi’, and that he feels ‘certain that there
will be no difficulty in coming to a successful conclusion’
for both countries. One is also talking about the dignified
finesse by which Modi, along with members of his govern-
ment, havereacted over the weeks tothenoise, threatsand
bullyingthathave emanated ‘on tap’from the other side of
thefence. The PM responded to this welcome incarnation
of the president with the same composure that he has
shown all this while, by stating that he was ‘confident that
[their countries’] trade negotiations will pave the way for
unlocking the limitless potential of the India-US part-
nership’, reciprocating with the pixie
dust of personal touch that he was ‘al-
so looking forward to speaking with
President Trump’. Such a composed
entéte-a-téte deserves (quiet) applause.

Of course, it’s too premature to pop
the bubbly. But for the unidirectional
torrent of hostility to be replaced — at
least, asof now—bylevel-headedness canbe interpretedas
Washingtonrealisingthefutility of wantingamajor strate-
gic partner to be a pliable stooge. In this, Gol has stood its
ground with aplomb. Not only has it held forth against MA-
GA-bullying, but it also refused to succumb to geopolitical
peer pressure, in the sense of towing the Trumpian line so-
me like-minded countries in the EU and Japan have.

While countries — and within the US, companies,
especially tech ones — may have resorted to short-term
pragmatism by falling over each other to praise Trump
to high heaven, they may have dented their own brand
equity, and signalled even more pliability. India’s sang-
froidintheface of Trumpiansound andfury,ontheother
hand, hasbeen its strongest suit. It hasalso brought back
some sanity to this saloon’s poker table.

Succession: Murdochs
Is a Way Better Show

Settlement of an epic succession battle over Rupert Mur-
doch’s empire — inspiration of the HBO series Succession
(pic)— consolidates conservative control over vastly influen-
tial media outlets. Lachlan, Rupert’s third-eldest child (eldest
son)and chosen heir, has consolidated his inheritance, having
persuaded one group of siblings to sell their shares for extra
cash. He’s convinced children from another of his father’s
marriages not to sell their shares till 2050. This should ensure
Lachlan, considered the most conservative of thelot, runs Fox
News and News Corp as his dad intended them to be. He had
been holding out over payments. But a messy courtroom dra-
ma convinced the family to renegotiate. Odds of a corporate
coup against Lachlan have dimmed.
Bundling his legacy in conservative
control has been vital to Murdoch Sr’s
succession planning. His media group
has considerable influence on politics
across three continents. Which makes it
as much an object of public curiosity as
the news it produces. Politics is turning
decidedly right globally, and management of asignificant me-
dia voice benefits from being in the thick of things. It just
won’t do to allow a family revolt to let in outsiders whose poli-
tics may not align with those of Murdoch péere. The media ba-
ron has, thus, gone to extraordinary lengths to get his squabb-
ling children to an agreement that perpetuates his influence.
Influence is hard to retain in a media industry that has been
upended by technology. Audiences are spending more time on
content they create themselves rather than by dedicated pro-
fessionals. Which perhaps explains Rupert Murdoch’s at-
tempt to hold on to the voice he has attained over a lifetime of
audaciousacquisitions. A much better ending than that show.

Ever since Don T's been seeking it,
the peace prize may be less ‘huzzah!

The Nobel with a
Knobbly History

Ever since a Mr D Trump, a noted peacebroker with an un-
conventional style of peacebrokering, hankered for the No-
bel Peace Prize, NPP’s cache has dipped a bit. Pakistan
wants him to have it, as do Armenia and Azerbaijan, notab-
le peaceful countries. Frankly, even before Trump, Ameri-
cans have been very confusing for what the second P is in
NPP. Henry Kissinger got it in 1973 for ‘his role in negotia-
ting a ceasefire in Vietnam’. The minor detail that he, as Ri-
chard Nixon’s secretary of state, kept the US bombing of
Cambodia a secret from Congress in 1969-70 shouldn’t play
spoilsport. It didn’t. (Yasser Arafat took a similar ‘be a pro-
blem, solve another’ routeto gethisgongin1994.) NPPmade
itsfirst pre-emptive strike when in 2009, the Norwegian No-
bel Committee (Swedes stay away from this one) gave it to
Barack Obama for his ‘extraordinary efforts to strengthen
international diplomacy and cooperation between peo-
ples’,lessthan 9monthsintohisfirst presidency. Thisislike
Mohandas Gandhigettingan NPP the year after hereached
South Africa to attend to a legal matter for his client, Dada
Abdullah Jhaveri. (Just as well he didn’t get the prize.)

Butwith thelikes of Mother Teresa (1979), Nelson Mande-
1la (1993) and Vladimir Putin also recipients, NPP holds big
sway inmany quarters. Oh, hangon. Itturnsout that Putin
hasn’t won it. Yet.

l EVES WIDE SHUT &«

A Crash Course in

ew York: Atthestartof this

year, there was consensus

amongeconomists, bankers,

investorsandbusinesscom-

munity that Trump tariffs
would be disastrous for the US and
world economy. Tariffs, they warned,
would cause massive disruptions in
global supply chains, sharply reduce
world trade, raise inflation and shrink
the world GDP.In April, Paul Krugman
wrotehowmalignant stupidity will kill
the world economy:

So far, there is no sign of recession,
even as Trump relentlessly continues
withhistariff blitzkriegs. True,on Wed-
nesday, the US president stated on soci-
almediathatIndiaand the USare ‘con-
tinuingnegotiationstoaddressthetra-
de barriers between our two nations’,
and thathe ‘feels certain that there will
be no difficulty in coming to a success-
ful conclusion for both our great coun-
tries’. But increased tariffs have certa-
inly amplified uncertainty:

However, even in this landscape, in-
flation isup, butjust slightly so,and we
arenowherenear stagflation. The wor-
1d economy has swallowed up the tar-
iffs with remarkableresilience. Sofar.

Yet, thelink between high tariffsand
these disastrous impacts is not just a
theoretical construct. History offers
many examples of tariff follies lead-
ingto economic calamities. In1930, US

Congress passed the Smoot-
Hawley Act that raised tar-
-, iff on over 20,000 items.

Inthenextfouryears, the
volume of world trade sh-
rank —to a third. Dec-

. By October, Goldman Sachs predicts
producers will pass two-thirds of
the tariffs to the US consumer,
= instead of only a fifth till now

& Why after Trump tariffs, the US and world economy arestill holdingup

Not afraid of the big bad wolf, yet

line was gradual atfirst,and increased
over time.

What distinguishes the eras of S-H
and Trump tariffs is the state of the
world economy, global response to tar-
iffsand certainty of the tariffsthemsel-
ves, which is arguably a guiding factor
in the difference in global response to
tariffs, then and now. Despite these dif-
ferences, thelong-term outcome of the
twomay not be different.

S-H tariffs were enacted during the
Great Depression. The world economy;
more generally,and the US economy, in
particular, were in a highly vulnerable
state. S-H tariffs, in turn, deepened and
lengthened the Depression. In contrast,
the world economy is in a relatively ro-
bust shape now. Producers and export-
ers have absorbed a considerable pro-
portionof thetariffs, instead of passing
italltothe US consumer.

In the 1930s, most countries retaliat-
ed with their own tariffs on US exports.
Asaresult, USimportsfrom therest of
the world fell by a
third, and US exports
fell by close to 20%.
This time, other co-
untries have respon-

‘\-&

ded with considerable restraint. Many
have swallowed up the tariff asabitter
pill to ensure they don’t lose their US
market share to others. It is the cost of
doing business with Trump’s US, they
reckon. Others have
used non-tariff mea-
sures. Chinahasused o,
threatsof restrictions

ﬁakes Eﬂ%:; Tarxff B

estramt

Instead of standingupto Trumpand
making him an enemy, countries are
just waiting for the US Supreme Court
to act and render Trump tariffs — or
most of them —illegal.

Interestingly, while Trump has walk-
ed out of WTO, other countries have
chosen to operate within its system. In
January, 80% of the world trade was
within the WTO. Despite Trump tariffs,
as much as 72% of world trade rema-
ins within WTO.

Planningfor a disaster is possible if
youareexpectingone. Tradersand pro-
ducershave been preparingfor Trump
tariffs for months. That partly expla-
instheirresilience. Atthe macrolevel,
other factors, including productivity
gains from tech, have likely offset the
negatives from tariffs.

Goldman Sachs estimates that whi-
le foreign producers absorbed 14% of
Trump tariffs, US businesses have ab-
sorbed as much as two-thirds, passing
only a fifth of the tariffs to the US con-
sumer. Corporationsmaynotbeableto
exhibit the same resiliency for a long
time. By October, Goldman Sachs pre-
dicts producers will pass two-thirds of
the tariffs to the consumer.

There is little evidence that Trump
wants to stop at the current levels of
tariffs. He loves to see
other countries squ-
irm when he announ-
ces new ones. He has

on exports of rare- Revises E;ghtY t Midnj k more than once stated
earth metals to tame ol 0 ==_YearOldR, that he’d like the rest
the onslaught of Tru- oo Sl ] wafmesen | of the world to pay for
mI,’Ftﬁflff,S- . Despite the differencesin USdebt. tllrll ﬂlllﬁf ﬁtra%ig

ere’salsouncer-  the Smoot-Hawley and  venmonths, his S
tainty about the legal- Y raked in $156 bn. He'd

ity of Trump tariffs
and, therefore, its lon-
gevity. S-H tariffs we-

Trump tariffs and their
eras, the long-term
outcome of the two may
not be different

lovetoraisemore with
higher tariffs. Unfortu-
nately, that would bre-
ak globalrestraintand

re passed by US Cong-
ress and signed into law by President
HerbertHoover; and could only be over-
turned by Congress. Which it did, with
the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act
of 1934. Trump tariffs are executive or-
derswithout Congressional stamp,and
have been challenged by businesses
and state governments. Two US courts
have pronounced them unconstitution-
al. The final verdict will come from the
Supreme Court.

force some countries toretaliate.

Producersareunlikely tohavetheca-
pacity toabsorbeven higher tariffs. So,
while global resiliency to Trump tariffs
isadmirable, thisisjust the beginning.
As Bette Davis said in All About Eve,
‘Fasten your seat belts, it’sgoingtobea
bumpy night.’

The writer is professor; social policy,
Columbia University, US

REIT InvITeto the Investment Party

Sandeep Parekh &
Purva Mandale
|

The proposal toreclassify REIT and
InvIT units as equity, outlined in Sebi’s
April 2025 consultation paper, could un-
lock capital for India’s real estate and
infrastructure sectors. Since their
launch in 2014, REITs and InvITs have
gained momentum. As of March 2024,
Indiahas5REITs and 24 InvITs, the
majority of which arelisted. In FY24,
InvITs raised over 33,000 cr—amore
than five-fold increase from 2023 —and
REITs mobilised close to 6,000 cr.

Yet, these instruments remain und-
erutilised. REITSs constitute only 12%
of India’slisted real estate market capi-
talisation and a mere 0.35% of the glo-
bal REIT index. This stands in contrast
to mature marketslike the US, Austra-
lia and Britain, where REITs account
for over 90% of listed real estate mar-
ket capitalisation. With real estate pro-
jected to hit $1tn by 2030 and infrastruc-
tureneeding $4.5 tn, the question isn’t
REITS’ and InvITs’ potential, but how
best to unleash it for growth.

REITs and InvITs are categorised as
hybrid instruments. This imposes
limitations on MF investments, cap-

pingexposure at10% of ascheme’s
NAV and 5% per issuer, thus limiting
MEF inflows. While these restrictions
werereasonable when introduced in
2017, they are outdated now. Further,
the ‘hybrid’ classification limits the
inclusion of REITs and InvITs in ben-
chmark indices. Reclassifying these
instruments as equity would dismant-
lethese barriers and unlock their full
market potential.

Economically and structurally, units
of REITs and InvITs bear similarities
to equity shares. These units represent
aproportional beneficial interest in the
trust’s assets and cash flows. Further,
the absence of afixed maturity date
and requirement for principal repay-
ment support the cause. The manda-
tory distribution of atleast90% of net
distributable income to unit holders
islinked to the performance of under-
lying assets, mirroring the nature of
dividends, which are declared from a
company’s profits rather than con-
tractual payments akin to
debt interest.

Furthermore, REIT and
InvIT units are publicly
listed, traded and settled
onstock exchanges, lev- g
eraging the same infra-
structure as equity sha-
res, including identical
mechanisms for price
discovery and trading.
Unitholders possess the
right to vote on crucial
decisions, including
asset acquisitions,

borrowings and managerial appoint-
ments, directly paralleling the govern-
ancerights of equity shareholders.

On the taxation front, the I-T' Act 1961
aligns the tax treatment of long-term
capital gains on REIT/InvIT units with
that of equities. Notably, even Sebi,
when establishing the original invest-
ment caps in 2017, explicitly acknow-
ledged these inherent equity-like traits.

International experience demonstra-
testhat whether organised as corpo-
rations or trusts, listed REITSs in maj-
or markets share core characteristics
with traditional equity securities.
These include robust market liquidity;
residual risk-bearing by unit holders
and a direct alignment of returns
with performance.

These global jurisdictions have
integrated REITSs into mainstream
equity indices. This integration has
been vital in boosting institutional
participation, lowering the cost of
capital and enhancing secondary
marketliquidity. In the
US, for instance, REITs
are fully integrated
intomajor equity
benchmarks such as
the S&P 500 and
MSCIUSREIT
Index, enabling

over150mn Am-
ericansto invest
inREITs through
retirement plans
s and MFs.

__ Letitoverflow

To propel REITs and InvITs into Ind-
ia’s investment mainstream, regulato-
ry reforms are needed:

» Formal recognition Reclassifica-
tion of REITs and InvITs as equity ins-
truments would align regulatory treat-
ment with the true economic nature
of these instruments, characterised
by residual ownership, market-based
valuation and performance-linked
returns, and harmonise India’s app-
roach with international standards.

» Index inclusion Inclusion of
REITs and InvITs would unlock
automatic inflows from passive
investment vehicles, such as ETFs
and index-linked MF's, deepening
liquidity;, improving price discovery
and strengthening investor confi-
dence. These inflows would incentivi-
semore people to monetise real assets,
freeing up capital for further project
construction.

Rationalising MF limits will empow-
er MFsto respond to market dynamics
more effectively, facilitating broader
participation and accelerating capital
formation in the real estate and infra-
structure sectors.

Sebi’s proposed reclassification isa
strategic pivot poised to shape the next
decade of investment in India. Witha
compelling economic rationale, strong
global precedents and growing invest-
or interest, the case for formal equity
classification is areform whose time
hascome.

Parekh is managing partner, and Mandale
is associate, Finsec Law Aduvisors
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When Gen Z Gives a Wake-Up Call

Brablm Karkl
|

Kathmandu: Thousands of young
Nepalis from across the country flood-
ed the streets of Kathmandu on Sept8.
They were not there to pose and take
selfies. They were ostensibly out aga-
insta government that had shut down
social media services after platforms
had reportedly failed to meet regis-
tration requirements within a 7-day
deadline set by the KP Sharma Oli
government.

By the next day, despite reversal on
the ban on all 26 of social media plat-
forms, Kathmandu and other parts of
Nepal were ablaze, leaving 22 dead and
more than 300 injured in clashes. To
restore law and order, the military de-
ployed troops to put a stop to violence
targeted at government institutions
and homes of the political class. And
Oliresigned as PM.

Tobe sure, thisisnotafleetingout-
burst after a suspension of WhatsApp,
Facebook, and the inability to watch or
post videos on TikTok. This was about
a growing sentiment, only highlighted
by the viral TikTok #NepoKid trend,
by which young Nepalis have found
the source of their trials and tribula-
tions in Nepal’s elite, including child-

ren of politicians and public figures,
enjoying— and flaunting— privileg-
esfunded by corruption.

Dubbed ‘Gen Z’ protests, this marks
ageneration of Nepalis flipping the
script after reaching a tipping point
and demanding the ouster of corrupt
administration and ushering in of
better governance.

Corruption permeates every aspect
of Nepal’s society. The Cooperative
Scandal of 2024, where billions in sav-
ings vanished into the pockets of con-
nected insiders— including former
Dhorpatan municipality mayor Dev
Kumar Nepali, who was later extradi-
ted from India— left many destitute.
Yet, no high-profile convictions dur-
ingformer PM Pushpa Kamal Dahal’s
rule, followed.

Many politicianslive in opulent iso-
lation in Kathmandu’s elite enclaves.
This nepotism has bred starkly visible
inequality, with some 25% of Nepalis

livingbelow the poverty line. While
suspension of social media wasn’tthe
sole reason for the latest meltdown, it
was, indeed, the straw that broke the
proverbial camel’s back.

No social media means much more
than not being able to access Facebook
reels and TikTok videos and share
memes on WhatsApp. A suspension
cuts off people inremote areas who
rely on these platforms for school, re-
mittances, emergency alerts during
earthquakes, etc. It also silences jour-
nalistsfrom reporting facts and shar-
ing informed opinion. For a country
still recovering from a major earth-
quake a decade ago that left some 9,000
dead, 2.8 mn displaced and about $10
bn in damage, these restrictionsfelt
frightfully familiar.

Nepal ranks 108 out of 180 countries
on Transparency International’s Cor-
ruption Perceptions Index. Youth un-
employment in Nepal is pushing many
tomigrate abroad —

When Annapurna demands

7.4% of the country’s
population migrated
abroad by 2021—leav-
ingageneration of
‘leftbehinds’.

Yet, amid all the cha-
osand violence, there
ishope. Gen Z’s appro-
ach offersablueprint
forrenewal: hybrid
activism that blends
digital ingenuity with

o bhysical presence. The
< solution lies in ampli-
fying this—demand

for independent anti-corruption pro-
bes, perhaps modelled on India’s Lok-
pal, to investigate corruption allega-
tions transparently. Nepal Army chi-
ef Ashok Raj Sigdel’s appeal to pro-
testers to come forward for dialogue
on Tuesday is, therefore, reassuring.

Nepal could pivot to open-source
platforms, or negotiate with tech
giants for localised data protections
without outright bans. Education ref-
orms are key — integrate digital liter-
acy and civics into curricula, equip-
pingthe youth to hold power accoun-
table. International pressure matters,
too. Donorslike World Bank should
tieaid to governancereforms. Locally,
civil society must bridge generational
divides, turning protests into policy
dialogues.

Asset disclosures for officials’ famili-
es should be mandatory, and campaign
spending should be capped. By merging
online campaigns with offline allian-
ces—unions, students, farmers, mig-
rants—coalitions that pressure par-
liament and government can be built.

Astroops continue to patrol the st-
reets and talks loom, Nepal’s Gen Z is
notjust protesting, but are also trying
toreimagine the country’s democracy
itself — buildinga system where con-
nectivity fosters accountability and cor-
ruption is short-circuited. The lesson
for South Asia from Nepal —and earli-
er from Sri Lanka and Bangladesh—
isthat it need not come to such a pass
for the system to be fixed.

Thewriter isa Kathmandu-based businessman
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Corporation’s
Inner Beauty

ANIL KKHANDELWAL

In aworld dazzled by skyscrapers
and shimmering glass facades,
corporations often impress with
their outward grandeur. Yet, the
most imposing structures can col-
lapse if theirfoundationslack in-
tegrity. Thefall of Enron and oth-
er celebrated giants wasn’t due
toashortage of talent or resour-
ces— it was the erosion of govern-
ance at their core.

Governance is the inner beauty
of any corporation—aquiet st-
rength that must be consciously
cultivated and continuously em-
bellished. It is not ornamental but
essential. Justas architecture re-
flects design, governancereflects
values. It is the soul of an organi-
sation, aligning its inner consci-
ence with its outward conduct.

Internally, governance nurtures
ethical decision-making, respon-
siveness and accountability. Ex-
ternally; it ensures fairness to cus-
tomers, service to society and
respect for law.

To be on the board of a company
isnot merely a statutory role. It is
amoral responsibility —to safe-
guard the interests of the people
the corporation is meant to serve.
Directors are custodians of cons-
cience, not just compliance.

Modern corporations have un-
precedented power to shape eco-
nomies and societies. With that
power comes the duty to use tech-
nology responsibly —to protect
privacy, promote inclusion, and
build resilient institutions that
serve the public good. Marcus Au-
relius said, ‘Wastenomore time
arguing about what a good man
should be. Be one.” The same ap-
pliestoorganisations. True great-
ness lies not in steel and glass but
invalues, trust and service.

ﬂ} STEP UP TO
AL THE pLATE

A Casa do Porco

Séo Paulo

Inbeef-obsessed Sao Paulo,
where churrascarias still rei-
gnsupreme, Casa do Porco has
carved out a cult following by
daringto goall in on pork. Chef
Jefferson Rueda, once a but-
cher’s apprenticeandnow a
staron Latin America’s 50 Best
list, has created a restaurant
that captures Sao Paulo’s rest-
less spirit—rooted in tradi-

> tion, yet
unafraid
to experi-
ment,and
always
ready to
R surprise

L T\ youwith
Just how farpork can go.

The vibe is pure Sao Paulo
— informal, energetic, with
an open kitchen buzzinglike
abusy avenue downtown. Din-
erslean into caipirinhas whi-
le choosing between ala carte
indulgence or the much-talk-
ed-about IN.TE.RI.OR tasting
menu, which fuses childhood
memories with high-wire tech-
nique. Signature dishes like
the six-hourroasted Porco San-
zé deliver melt-in-your-mouth
depth, while Porco Cru (pork
loin with anchovy; capers and
fermented mustard) shows off
asharper, contemporary edge.

There’s wit, too: ceiling orna-
ments remind you pigsreally
dofly here, and a humble pork
sandwich can be asrewarding
asthefull 15-course marathon.
CasadoPorcoisn’tjustares-
taurant—it’s Sao Paulo’s noi-
sy, generous ode to pork, served
with reverence and mischief.

_ Chat Room |

Com-man Rises
Against Conman

Apropos ‘Himalayan Firestorm
Engulfs Nepal’ by Dipanjan Roy
Chaudhury (Sep10), John Dry-
den’s quote, ‘Beware the fury of
apatient man’, comes tomind
when looks at the public upris-
ingin Nepal, where the nation’s
youth, waiting for years with in-
finite patience for the rulers to
stop being corrupt and self-serv-
ing, and work for the developme-
ntand progress of the country,
have found their patience wear-
ingthin and have decided tore-
volt. Nepal is the third country
inthe neighbourhood, after Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh, to wit-
nessanorgy of violence, witha
former PM’s wife losing her life
after her house was set on fire,
and the PM’s residence, parlia-
ment, etc, being torched. Here’s
hoping that with the army mov-
inginand PM K P Sharma Oli
resigning, peace will descend
soon on this Himalayan kingdom.
CVAravind

Bengaluru
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A thought for today

Only the mob and the elite can be attracted

by the momentum of totalitarianism itself-

The masses have to be won by propaganda
HANNAH ARENDT

99% Wrong

Nepal is another cautionary tale of govts acting
like elitist 1%. India’s politics is a check on this

as agriculturists 10,000 years ago, and there’s a view that govts

emerged as a way for the elite to exploit the rest. Oli’s govt
perhaps subscribed to it. Else, it would have picked up the tectonic
rumblings that brought it down on Tuesday. Although not the worst,
Nepal’s inequality problem is serious. Per World Inequality Database,
the top 1% of its population pockets 13.4% of income, while the
bottom half lives on 18.5%. Wealth inequality is much worse - the
top 1% holds 25%), the bottom half only 4%. Reports say ordinary
Nepalis felt powerless and disenfranchised in the face of this
disparity. Butthe youth, especially,chafed at the growingarrogance
of the powerful, and their own diminishing prospects in an economy
that increasingly runs onremittances.

As a communist, Oli would have been familiar with Marx’s
warning about history repeating itself, first as tragedy and then as

ok farce. France wasn’t poor in 1789 — its
' GDP was thrice the size of Britain’s —
but it brought the Revolution upon
itself by coddling the elite while flog-
gingthe masses. Tsarist Russiaran into
the same twister. The past century has
been even more unforgiving to govts
that cling to the idea of Divine Right.
Centuries ago, Arthashastra laid down
simply what govts were expected to
do - provide security, justice and
economic prosperity to people. Modern govts everywhere are
expected todeliver these goods. Even autocracieslike China, Russia
and Saudi Arabia are mindful of the aspirations of their masses
now. In US politics, the phrase, “It’s the economy, stupid”, resonates
three decades after Bill Clinton’s campaign coined it in 1992.
Downward revision of employment data last month rattled Trump
somuch that he fired his Bureau of Labour Statistics chief.

The truth is, people agreed to submit to govts 5,000 years ago in
return for public benefits. That’s the original social contract.
India, for all its burden of poverty, inequality, corruption and
unemployment, has not faced the kind of ructions its neighbours
have, because competitive democracy doesn’t allow the governing
partytolosetouch with the ground. If govtcan’tcreatejobs, ittries
to compensate with free rations. This isn’t ideal, or sustainable,
but pragmatic. Even Machiavelli, for all his twisted views, agreed
that for a govt to keep people on its side — rather than the elite - is
good policy because “the great want to oppress and the people
(only) wantnot to be oppressed”.

India-US Thaw?

Hard to say. Trump can change his mind anytime. But
there may just be a chance that things are looking up

Trump’s social media post confirming that India and US are

Inequality hasexisted almost from the time humans settled down

continuingtheir trade negotiations perked up markets yester-

day. Trump also said he looks forward to speaking with Modi
over the coming days. But coming on the back of acrimonious
statements from White House and MAGA acolytes like Peter Navarro,
New Delhi would do well to be cautious. Trump’s mercurial nature —
justdaysagohe was saying that India and Russia were lost to deepest,
darkest China - combined with his need to satiate his tariff-focused
MAGA base means thata deal isn’t done until it’s actually done.

India has done well to smartly hold its ground and send some
strategic signals to Washington via the SCO summit in Tianjin. It
also prudently engaged a lobbyist close to
Trump. The cumulative effect of these
moves is to impress upon Trump the value
of the India-US strategic relationship,
which goes beyond trade. Plus, Trump is
focused only on goods trade where India
has a surplus. But he conveniently ignores
servicestrade where US enjoysasurplusto
the tune of $44bn. Add to this the potential of US defence sales to
India that have been growing since 2007 and valued at over $24bn.
US platforms have to be part of the mix as India modernises its
armed forces inventory.

Then there is the China factor. If Washington wants to counter
Beijing’s growing hegemony in the Indo-Pacific, it needs New Delhi
in its corner. And with China and Russia having formed a limitless
compact, it strategically suits India to be part of groupings like
Quad. Finally, there are the huge, unquantifiable, mutual benefits
that accrue from India-US people-to-people connections and
synergies in scientific research, tech and myriad other fields. Neither
country wouldlike to sacrifice this. Trump, therefore, should follow
through on his words and quickly end this trade feud.

Our man in Armani

Has haute couture lost its hauteur?
Bachi Karkaria

@
7 @

Indian designers now strut Oscar red carpet and Met galas so
frequently that vaunted French and Italian labels may no longer
be as wanted. So many fancied international brands swagger
through our dollar-a-dozen malls that you can have a walk-in
closet full of braggie handbags without stepping out of the
country. Then there’s the great leveler, knock-offs. They’'ve
become so good that some women no longer splurge on the real thing fearing that
no one other than the incurable ingenue will believe it’s genuine. La dolce Vuitton
has gotsosoured by over-buy that, asked by a London tabloid whathe’d giveasa
gift, design-guru Terence Conran shot back ‘None of that LV tat!’ So, the passing of
Giorgio Armanilast week should only be of passing interest, no? No.
Mythology is the OG influencer. The Italian designer who freed men from
fussy suits and created the unstructured jacket will continue to
endure. So will French Coco Chanel because her LBD did the same
m | for women. Created in1926, the Little Black Dress answered the crying
\—  need for a ‘well-mannered’ frock which would see the sartorially
e correct through afternoon tea into the cocktail hour.
Christened Gabrielle Bonheur, she acquired the flirty nick-
name from ‘Where are you, Coco?’ thenumber she sang in night
clubs after having to leave her nun-run orphanage home at 18.
Herlegendliveseven if some of oursisterhood have mauled the
classic LBD, tarting Coco’s no-frills ready-to-wear into flouncy party-wear.

Like McAloo Tikki and ‘peeza dosa’, we now desify everything with atma
nirbhay self-confidence. But reverse osmosis was long the norm. Of the
Sindhis who dominated New York’s rag trade in the 1970s, one was talented
enough to get co-branded with storied Gloria Vanderbilt when she launched
‘the first jeans designed for women’. It suited him to let people think that
‘Murjani’ was as Italian as ‘Modigliani’.

Today, Tarun Tahiliani wouldn’t need to resort to such dissembling. Nor
Sabyasachi replace his ‘h’ with a Latinish second ‘c’. Grazie a dio Indian
designersnolonger depend on Guccipudi. They can Fendifor themselves.

Kk

Alec Smart said: “Gen-Z always teaches lesson to GenAuthority.

Shut Down leads to Blow Up.”

erratica

Grown-Up Questions For Gen-Z

Who'll head Nepal’s next govt is a question complicated by the fact that protesters aren’t
ideological & there’s no clarity as of now which institution they should talk to for regime change

Keshav Pradhan

Reportsfrom Nepal are conflictingand
confusing. Atthe time of goingtoprint
it appeared from social media posts
that a so-called ‘students poll’ identified
its key demands as dissolution of
{ parliament, declaring Nepal a Hindu
rashtra, making ex-chief justice of Nepal Supreme
Court Sushila Karki interim PM. And, a demand for a
new constitution.

Inthelast six decades, Nepal has changed its consti-
tution as many times. Yet it finds itself still stuck in a
maze of political instability, corruption, nepotism,
underdevelopment, unemployment and migration.
The joke goes: “Rahadani (passport) is the only thing
most easily available in Nepal.” Migration of its
workforce, which began soon after the 1814-16
Anglo-Nepal War, continues unabated, in ever
growing numbers, to all four hemispheres.
To depict their ever rising disillusionment
with leadership, Nepalis often quote an old
proverb: “Junai jogi aaye pani kaanai
chireko” (Whoever the mendicant, he
always has split earlobes).

This week, it took protestersless
than 48 hours to bring Nepal’s
dispensation, comprising com-
munist and democratic parties,
to its knees. Propellers of the
latest political change, called
Gen-Z, were born between
1997 and 2012 - a period that
saw Nepal abolish the 1990
constitution, transit to the 2008
interim constitution, onto the
2015 constitution that completes its
10th anniversary on Sept 20. The 2015
constitution was the result of 10 years of
Maoists’ ‘people’s war’, which cost more
than 17,000 lives, and Jan Andolan-II
led by mainstream democratic and Left
parties.

The recent events were reminiscent of \

o

those of 1979 when King Birendra’s refusal
to allow students to take out arally against |
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto’s hanging snowballed
into a huge political controversy. Relent-
less student protests forced the palace to
hold a referendum on whether Nepalis
want a multi-party system. Political
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parties were then banned, and supporters of the party-
less system ultimately won opinion polls a year later.

Question now is which way will Nepal turn so far
its system of governance is concerned. The scale of
violence this time was unprecedented — death toll on a
single day has never been so high. The three primary
symbols of democracy - parliament house, headquarters
of federal govt (Singha Durbar) and Supreme Court —
were set on fire, reminding everyone of unrest in Sri
Lanka (2022) and Bangladesh (2024).

On Wednesday, a day after PM Oli of CPN-UML quit
office, govt-run daily Gorkhapatra carried a statement
by Gen-Z Movement Alliance — “Our uprising has
reached the final stage.” The Alliance ruled out com-
promise with “the old political establishment.” Few
had expected a campaign against the ban on certain
social media platforms would take such aradical turn.
It’samatter of time before individuals and

groups with vested interests start

a debate on possible invisible

playersfrom within and outside of

Nepal. Unlike in the past when

popular movements were run by

ideology-based organisations,

the present campaign has no
such identity.

This may make Nepal
struggle a lot more to find a
leadership acceptable to
all sections and return to
normalcy. Every estab-

lished leader is under

close scrutiny. In
view of this, state-
ments by President
Paudel, army chief Gen
ARSigdel and deposed King
Gyanendra merely appeal
for restraint, peaceful resolution.

Army’s taken charge of law and order.

The ex-King has been making news

ever since monarchists and Rastriya

Prajajantra Party launched a campaign

last year to return him to the throne he

lost in 2008, with the slogan: “Raja aao
desh bachau” (king, come back, save
us). His supporters demand restoration
of NepalasaHindu state.

A section of Nepali Congress, often

seen as pro-India, supports multi-party
monarchical democracy initiated by

/

its founder and Nepal’s first elected PM BP Koirala.
Some say the only place where Nepal can come out of
anarchy is its parliament.

More than Karki, the name doing the rounds is
Balendra Shah (35), mayor of Kathmandu, who won as
an Independent. A Maithil from Teraibordering Bihar,
if the engineer-turned-rapper assumes power, he’ll be
thefirst Madhesi-often called Nepalis of Indian origin
—to lead Nepal. Two years ago, Balendra won instant
praisefromfellow Nepalis whenheputamap of greater
Nepal, stretching from Sutlej to Teesta, in his office
chamber inresponsetoamural of what was interpretedas
‘akhand Bharat’ in India’s new Parliament.

Kathmandu had ceded areas between Mahakaliand
Sutlej in the west, and Mechiand Teesta in the east, and
parts of Gangetic plains to the British in 1816. Nepali-
speaking people in West Bengal want a separate
Gorkhaland state comprising areas between Mechi
and Teesta as well as Dooars and Kalimpong that
Bhutan ceded to the British in 1865.

A change of guard this time is that much more
challenging. In the past, the palace was where political
agitators negotiated political settlements. Will
protesters today approach President Paudel, who
belongs to Nepali Congress that’s fallen out of favour?
Will they take Nepal army into confidence? Nepal army
has never presided over any power transition. What’ll
betherole of parties in parliament?

Another huge challenge is handling divergent
interests of Nepal’s multi-ethnic, multilingual and
multi-religious population. A federal system since 2015
encouraged sectarian politics. In the hills, tussle is
between people of Aryan and indigenous origins. In
Teraibordering Bihar and UP, hill Nepalis - especially
Brahmins and kshatriyas—find Maithili, Bhojpuriand
Avadhi speakers tough competitors.

The unrest is slowly returning focus to whether there
will be any change in India’s and China’s approaches to
Nepal’s political crises. Beijing has never vied for the
kind of active role Nepal allows New Delhi in such situa-
tions. India acted as mediator in 1950 when 104-year-old
Rana oligarchy was abolished. Forty years later, New
Delhihelped Nepali Congressand United Left Front come
to an agreement with King Birendra on making Nepal a
multi-party democracy. In 2006, India mediated during
peace dialogue among Maoist insurgents, Nepali
Congress and mainstream communists and the palace.

So far, New Delhi has just suggested a peaceful
settlement of the crisis in Nepal. Beijing, to which Oli
was more inclined, hoped “social order and national
stability” would be restored.

America’s Asking: Will Trump Get Epsteined?

He’s survived so many scandals that there’s no guarantee a full release of Epstein files,
even if they have damaging info, will lead to his downfall

Michael Wasiura

If there’s anything that might persuade
Trump’s supporters to turn against
their orange idol, it is the contents of
Epstein files — an enormous trove of
documents that US law enforcement

. agencies gathered while investigating
Columnistbased thesystematicsextrafficker’scrimes.
in WashingtonDC The documents released by a congres-
— sional committee this week include
a 2003 birthday note to Epstein, with sexually
suggestive drawing and text, allegedly sketched and
signed by Trump.

Since 2019, when The Miami Herald published a
meticulously investigated report alleging that New York
billionaire Jeffrey Epstein had been flying underage
girls to his Caribbean island, rumours have swirled
about all of the rich and powerful men who might have
compromised themselves while payinga visit there.

In mid-Aug 2019, four days after Epstein was found
dead in his New York City jail cell, Trump rhetorically
asked a gaggle of reporters, “Did Bill Clinton go to the
island? That’s the question.” Pro-Trump propagandists
have been demanding the publication of Epstein’s client
list ever since. For a while, Trump openly supported
them. “Yeah, I'd be inclined to do the Epstein,” he said
in an interview two months before the 2024 election.
“I'dhaveno problem with it.”

Since then, the Trump administration has been
notably liberal when it comes to declassifying other
sensitive documents. Materials pertaining to the
assassination of John F Kennedy were released in
March. FBTI’s files on civil rights icon Martin Luther
King Jrfollowed in July. And in Aug, Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard publicly outed a pair of
undercover CIA officers. And yet, the administration has
deemed the Epstein files unworthy of similar treatment.

Of course, if the files do indeed contain info about
which members of the global elite actually accepted
Epstein’s invitations for an island getaway, no one in

America-whether they are a Republican, a Democrat,
or aformer First Lady named Hillary — will be surprised
if our notoriously promiscuous 42nd president turns
out to have been a regular guest. As Trump told
reporters in July, “You ought to be speaking about
Bill Clinton, who went to the island 28 times.”

The problem for Trump is that it would be equally

surprising if our 45th and 47th president, who was
famously close with Epstein in decades past, really has
nothing to hide. Although Trump continues to claim
that “I never went to the island,” only his most blindly
loyal supporters actually believe him.

This past May, Attorney General Pam Bondi briefed
Trump about the fact that his name was featured in the
documents, and if irrefutable evidence emerges that
Trump is not being truthful about his travel history,
then Epstein-gate really could prove to be the scandal
that finally causes his base to realise their hero has

been playing them for suckers all along.

As aresult, Trump’s efforts at misdirection over the
past few months have been even more erratic than usual -
railing against windmills, reviving narratives about
Russian interference in the 2016 election, announcing a
potential investigation into Beyonce’s political activities,
organising a hasty summit with Putin, and deploying
the National Guard on the streets of Washington DC.

It is as if he is prepared to say and do just about
anything in order to distract attention away from the
Epstein issue. After all, if materials compiled by US
govt really do prove to contain evidence that Trump
participated in Epstein-arranged ‘activities’, it will be
incredibly difficult for White House to convince its
supporters that Trump’s own appointees at FBI and
Department of Justice were somehow acting as part of
a“deep state witch hunt” against the president.

There’s another problem though - for America. If
the controversy around the Epstein files does not lead
to Trump’s downfall, then nothing will. Since he first
entered Oval Office, his approval ratings have remained
largely frozen in the mid-40s. Right around half of the
country despises him unconditionally, while Trump’s
core supporters continue to stick by him no matter
what — through pandemics, insurrections, felony
convictions, and false accusations about immigrants
eating hardworking Americans’ housepets.

When he was running for the Republican nomination
for president in 2016, Trump famously said, “I have the
most loyal people. I could stand in the middle of Fifth Av-
enue and shoot somebody, and I wouldn’t lose any voters.”

So far, Trump has proven to be right. For a decade, he
has survived accusations that would have ended the
career of any other politician. The Epstein files really do
represent the most serious political threat Trump has
ever faced - meaning that if he survives this time as well,
there is literally nothing that could turn the president’s
base against him. Sadly; if history is any guide, Trump is
goingto emerge from all of thisjustfine.

The writer contributes to Newsweek and other American
news outlets
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It'sa question of
attitude. If you
really work at
something you
candoituptoa
point. If you
really work at being happy you can
doit up to apoint. But anything
more than that you can’t. Anything
more than that is luck.

Haruki Murakami
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Chardi Kala: The Sikh Secret To Joyful Living

Stuti Malhotra

thismuch?” The man admitted he
hadn’t. “Then your discontent isn’t
about your salary; it’sabout someone

deesce sabh koe. Cheeteh ek

of it—istheessence of ChardiKala.
GuruNanak Dev says, “Chintat hee

root of sufferingoftenliesinthe gap
between our expectations and reality.

taheesukh Chardi Kala bridges this gap—not by

Punjab, where countless families

grapple with loss, uncertainty, and
hardship, the Sikh spirit once again
turnsto its timeless source of resilience.
Even amid waters of despair, the
principle of Chardi Kala-ever-rising
spirit—reminds us that hope, strength,
and faith can never be drowned. This
uniquely Sikh ideal doesn’t merely urge
optimism; itembodies a profound
spiritualresilience, grounded in divine
trust, contentment, and service.

The secret to happiness is Santokh,
contentment. Unlike desire, which
multiplies endlessly, contentment
draws a full stop after basic needs are
met. Inonetelling incident, aman
complained to a friend about a modest
salaryraise. The friend asked, “Back in
college, did you ever imagine earning

In the wake of devastatingfloods in

earning more in comparison to you.”
Such reflections illustrate how compa-
rison, not reality, robs us of happiness.
Truejoy stemsfrom an inner
alignment with hukam, Divine will,
cultivated through naam
simran, humility, remem-
brance, and gratitude.
Guru Granth Sahib
repeatedly reminds us that
real happiness cannotbe
found in fleeting pleasures

hoe (SGGS P932)”—everyone has
worries and cares. He alone finds peace
who thinks of one Lord.
Guru Nanak Dev, in opening verses of
JapjiSahib, addresses the human
quest for truth: Hukam rajaaee
chalnaa Naanak likhiaa naal
(SGGSP1)-ONanak!Itis
written that you shall obey
hukam of His command and
walk in the way of His will.
“How can one become

butisrooted inan inward

THE SPEAKING TREE truthful? By walking in

journey. Bhagat Namdev

offers ametaphor: justasaboyflyinga
kite talks and laughs with friends but
remains focused on the string, a spiritu-
ally aware person engages with the
world but stays anchored in the Divine.
This balance-beingin the world but not

hukam.” Toaccept hukam is

toacceptthat noteverything goes accor-

dingto our individual will, but every-
thing unfolds according to a higher plan.
Yet, acceptinghukam isnot always
easy. The haumai, human ego, rebels,
desiring control. It asks, ‘Why me?’ The

eliminating pain, but by transforming
our relationship with it.

Bhai Vir Singh compares naam
simranto cleaningamirror:justasa
dusty mirror cannot reflect light, a
distracted mind cannot perceive peace.
Through consistent remembrance, the
grime of ego and desire is wiped away,
revealing a radiant Self. Path of seva
frees one from shackles of ego.

Todwell in Chardi Kalaisnotto
suppress sorrow, but to surpass it
with spiritual strength. It is spiritual
optimism that sings even in sorrow,
that perseveres in faith even when
circumstances betray it. A Sikh Ardaas
concludes: “Nanak Naam Chardi Kala,
tere bhane Sarbat da bhala”—-may the
spirit alwaysrise, and may all humanity
prosper in Your will.
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