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DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 

From my earliest childhood, prayer came to me as nat-
urally as breathing. Whenever I fell sick, felt threatened,
or faced the anxiety of an upcoming exam, my instinct
was to fold my hands and turn to God. Only later did I
understand why this came so easily: because, as the
Bhagavad Gita (15.7) reminds us, every soul is a part of
God. Just as a child instinctively seeks comfort from a
parent, we turn to the Divine for protection and guid-
ance. It is the most natural connection one can make. 

As I grew older, I began to realise the profound ben-
efits of prayer. The first and foremost is the direct con-
nection with God — instant and without barriers. In the
Gita (7.16), Lord Krishna explains that four kinds of people
approach Him in prayer: The distressed, the inquisitive,

the seeker of wealth, and the wise. But how does God
respond? Do we truly deserve His help? This is an impor-
tant question. Consider a job seeker approaching a busi-
nessman. If the applicant lacks the required qualifica-
tions, the businessman turns him down. Prayer works
in much the same way. God listens, but He responds
according to what we deserve. Looking back at my school
days, I often prayed before exams.

Did I deserve His help? Yes, because I maintained a
regular relationship with Him. Every day I went to my
grandmother’s Poojaghar, bowed before the deities, and
received Prasad. Moreover, I applied myself diligently to
my studies. Since I did my part, God did His. My results
were usually good. Later, as I finished my education, the
challenge was to stand on my own feet and not burden
my family. Here, God’s generosity was overwhelming.
He led me unexpectedly to the United States, where I
studied under a professor who had just retired from a
world-renowned company.

Although I had gone for a different specialisation, I
somehow agreed to his offer to guide my Master’s studies.
Jobs in that field were scarce, but miraculously, he rec-
ommended me for one in America. The education and
work experience I gained there sustained my livelihood
ever since. Truly, when prayers are sincere and deserv-
ing, God responds with mercy far greater than we

imagine. Yet material success brought another struggle:
a lack of peace, the absence of true sukha. Once again,
I turned to prayer — this time more intensely. God began
to guide me through intuitions, and I became receptive.
Slowly, I gave up relying solely on myself, realising that
dependence on ego only invited fears, anxieties, and
endless cycles of thought. 

Awareness of my own smallness and helplessness
deepened, and wisdom began to replace pride. I saw how
He micromanaged my life with precision. This made me
wonder: Why do we, so small and limited, take on the
burden of controlling everything ourselves? Why lose
sleep worrying about the future when the Omniscient
One is ready to help? Through prayer and spiritual prac-
tice, we secure peace, hope, and true happiness.Prayer
is universal. From Sanatan Dharmis to Christians,
Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, Jains, and Sikhs, every faith
upholds it. Prayer can be spoken, whispered in the heart,
written down, or offered silently with folded hands. I
counsel my loved ones to cultivate this practice. God is
ever eager to oblige. As the saying goes, “Take one step
towards God, and He takes ninety-nine towards you.”
Prayer is that first step.
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Economic Resilience Under Strain
India’s energy and economic resilience are
both on the line. Discounted Russian crude
delivered up to $17 billion in savings, but export
losses from US 25 per cent+25 per cent tariffs
threaten to wipe that cushion away and far
beyond. India’s MSME sector contributes
around 30 per cent of GDP and over 45 per cent
of total exports, while employing over 60 per
cent of the workforce. The knock-on effect is
immediate: Job losses, credit freezes, SMEs
scaling back operations and wider risks to
growth and export competitiveness. 

According to recent reporting, over 50,000
small exporters are already scrambling to
reroute shipments or find new markets, amid
tightening credit conditions.As tariff-driven
losses mount, the political fallout will be felt
in voter sentiment, especially in export-reliant
states and among urban middle-class con-
sumers facing inflationary pressures. 

In a democracy of India’s scale, external eco-
nomic shocks are never just about trade; they
ripple into electoral dynamics, coalition sta-
bility,  and the political  economy of
reform.India’s response must be multi-
pronged: Diversify energy sources, build
stronger strategic reserves, negotiate safe-
guards or carve-outs with Washington to
protect vulnerable export sectors.
Simultaneously, support MSMEs with credit
guarantees, export facilitation, and market
diversification, so that the tariff squeeze does
not translate into massive unemployment and
growth setbacks.

India–Japan: The Middle Power Axis
Amid these contradictions, Prime Minister
Modi’s recent visit to Japan is a significant coun-
terbalance to the SCO’s China-centric tilt.
Tokyo and New Delhi, despite different align-
ments, share a core interest in preserving open
sea lanes, resilient supply chains, and an Asia
not dominated by any single power. Japan,
heavily dependent on both US security guar-
antees and Chinese trade, sees India as an
indispensable partner in creating strategic

depth. The outcomes of Modi’s visit — deep-
ening defence technology cooperation,
expanding semiconductor and critical miner-
als supply chains, and accelerating joint infra-
structure projects — are all strategic signals that
Indo-Japan ties are strengthening substantial-
ly. For India, this partnership strengthens its
ability to act as a pivotal state: A bridge
between US-anchored markets and Eurasian
corridors, while also crafting an independent 
Asian pole alongside Japan. In effect, India and
Japan are emerging as hinges of Asia’s multi-
polar balance. 

Both are middle powers capable of shaping
the region’s architecture if they institutionalise
cooperation across energy, technology, and
defence. Together, they provide a democrat-
ic, rules-based alternative to China’s hierarchi-
cal vision of Eurasian integration.

Washington’s Strategic Blind Spot
For the United States, the opportunity is to
reassert leadership by restoring predictabili-
ty: Anchoring Asia through security guarantees
while offering market and technology access.
Yet the short-term weaponisation of tariffs
undermines those very objectives. By treating
partners like India as expendable in its contest
with China, Washington risks nudging them
deeper into Eurasian forums it once sought to
marginalise. If the US fails to recognise the
structural costs of this approach, it may find
its long-term strategic influence in Asia
irreparably weakened.

The Geopolitical Reset Ahead
The SCO’s 25th anniversary marks a decisive
shift towards a non-Western bloc, where
Eurasian powers seek insulation from US
coercion and dollar dominance. Asia faces
opportunities in new trade corridors, energy
routes, and financial mechanisms, but also
sharper rivalries. For India, this is the
ultimate test of statecraft — whether to rise
as a stabilising power or remain constrained.
With Japan as partner and a parallel track in
the SCO, India can shape Eurasia’s future and
act as a pivotal state. 

Editor’s

Nepal, India’s immediate Himalayan neighbour, is facing
people’s wrath. People are on the streets and violence is the
order of the day. The protesters are largely Gen Z, who were
outraged by the Government ban on social media. What
began as demonstrations against a temporary ban on social
media has spiralled into a full-blown uprising against
corruption, misgovernance, and entrenched political
privilege. Now the people want a complete overhaul of the
system. The protests were sparked when the Government
blocked Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), YouTube, and other
platforms, citing regulatory concerns. Though the ban was
lifted within days, the damage had been done.

The move was seen as an assault on free expression and a
desperate attempt by the political elite to stifle dissent. When
police opened fire on demonstrators, killing 19 people, the
protests only intensified. Anger has long simmered over
widespread corruption and the widening gulf between the
political class and ordinary citizens. Nepalese youth face
unemployment, migration pressures, and economic
stagnation as the Government does little to address their
grievances. The violent targeting of leaders’ homes —
including that of Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli, who was
forced to resign — reflects the extent of this rage. The collapse
of law and order has serious implications for Nepal’s fragile
democracy. Airports have been shut, ministers chased
through the streets, and the parliament building set on fire.

The present crisis shows people’s waning faith in the
political system itself. Nepal’s transition to democracy was
hard-won, but power struggles, instability, and corruption
have eroded trust. For India, the turmoil next door is a matter
of immediate concern. The two countries share not just an
open border but also deep cultural, social, and economic
linkages. Political instability in Nepal can quickly spill over
into the region, impacting cross-border trade, tourism, and
security. India must tread carefully. New Delhi cannot afford
to remain a bystander.

A nuanced approach is needed — quiet diplomatic
engagement with all political stakeholders, support for
democratic institutions, and investment in people-centric
initiatives that address youth aspirations. By strengthening
economic cooperation, creating job opportunities through
cross-border projects, and extending humanitarian
assistance, India can position itself as a friend in need.

A lot would depend upon the Nepalese youth, who need a
rallying point and a credible leader. What they want cannot
be achieved in a day. They have to come to terms with the
fact that systemic changes take time to take root and must
work for it over a period of time. Right now, they need a
credible leader. Mayor Balendra Shah, who studied in
Karnataka, has emerged as a powerful leader. Whether he
can assuage the feelings of the youth remains to be seen.

The present crisis in Nepal reveals that systemic
governance failures, coupled with a disillusioned

youth, can turn into explosive turbulence

Nepal in Throes of
Political Unrest

Tariff disputes strain India–US ties
The Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday wel-
comed US President Donald Trump’s recent optimism
over trade talks, insisting the negotiations would help
realise the “limitless potential” of the India-US 
partnership. 

The conciliatory exchanges, however, mask the
scale of the challenges still facing the relationship. Only
weeks ago, Trump doubled tariffs on Indian goods to
50 per cent and introduced an additional 25 per cent
levy in protest against India’s purchase of discounted
Russian crude.

Tensions deepened further after Trump publicly
vented “disappointment” at India’s oil trade with
Russia and warned that the US had “lost India and Russia
to deepest, darkest China,” posting an old image of Modi
with Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping at a Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation summit. On Tuesday,
September 9, the Chinese envoy in New Delhi strong-
ly criticised the Trump administration’s decision to
impose tariffs of up to 50 per cent on Indian exports,
describing the move as “unfair and unreasonable.” Both
leaders appear keen to project stability, but the disputes
over tariffs, energy policy, and India’s balancing act
between Washington and Moscow remain unresolved.

BHAGWAN THADANI| MUMBAI

Cricket fever versus exam stress
It is in the news that the 2026 Men’s T20 World Cup is
likely to be played between 7 February and 8 March.
The one-month-long tournament will be co-hosted by
India and Sri Lanka in different venues with twenty
teams clashing against one another. While the ICC is
still finalising the schedule, the window of the mega
tournament has been identified and informed to the
participating countries. Though this is delightful news
for millions of cricket lovers in India, the same is sure
to give “hypertension” and “sleepless nights” to mil-
lions of parents as their wards get set for the board
exams during the same period. Normally it has been
seen that parents worry the most when it comes to
exams and cricket, and now that this tournament is
likely to coincide with the various board exams, their
pulse rates are sure to go high. 

With the availability of hi-tech gadgets catering
instant information, it may not be possible to restrict
children completely. Teachers and parents must guide
them with a meticulous plan, balancing study and
leisure, and reminding them gently to give priority to
exams. Exams must remain the priority, but cricket need
not be the casualty. With planning and discipline, both 
can coexist.

MPRADYU | KANNUR

Cinema silenced by spectacle politics
There was a time when cinema in India listened — to
the street, to the silence, to the stories people carried
in their bones. 

Today, it speaks. Loudly, confidently, and often
carelessly. In recent years, a certain kind of film has
begun to dominate our screens — not cinema, but spec-
tacle. Not stories, but state-approved scripts. These films
do not explore history; they patrol it. Complex lives are
reduced to slogans. Entire communities become villains.
Patriotism is packaged, sold, and shouted. Somewhere
along the way, we stopped asking questions.

Certainty is dangerous when it comes dressed as
entertainment. These films tell you what to think, who
to fear, and what to believe. You are either on the “right”
side, or you are the problem. 

Meanwhile, the real questions-about jobs, food,
health, and justice — are drowned beneath chants and
special effects. 

A country as layered and plural as India is being taught
to view itself in black and white. Worse still, these films
are not reflections of society; they are instructions to
it. They reshape how we see each other. They reward
anger. They manufacture enemies. Cinema should open
windows. These films build walls.

NOOPUR BARUAH | TEZPUR
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The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation’s 25th
anniversary summit comes at a time of deep
recalibration in the global order. For Asia, the
SCO is no longer a mere security forum; it has
evolved into a stage where the contradictions
of geopolitics, economics, and energy converge.
For India, the question is existential: Will it
remain a dispensable pawn in Washington’s
larger contest with China and Russia, or posi-
tion itself as a pivotal state bridging US-
anchored markets with Eurasian supply chains?

China at the Centre, Contradictions
All Around
China is undeniably the centrepiece of this recal-
ibration while simultaneously being the driver
of Eurasian integration through BRICS and SCO
and the source of sharp contradictions within
both. Its embrace of Pakistan as its “iron
brother” sets a hard ceiling on India’s strategic
manoeuvrability, while territorial disputes and
competition in Asia cast a permanent shadow
over India-China ties. 

Japan, too, finds itself pulled in opposite direc-
tions: Security reliance on the US but deep eco-
nomic interdependence with China. The SCO
thus represents both a promise of multipolar-
ity and a theatre of contradictions.

Russia: The Indispensable Player
For Russia, the SCO and BRICS are strategic life-
lines. Sanctions have tethered Moscow closer
to Beijing, but forums like the SCO provide legit-
imacy and a platform to resist US dominance.
Yet, Russia’s weakened position means it is now
a junior partner to China, not the co-equal it once
aspired to be. 

Here, India’s growing role within the SCO
becomes critical for Moscow: By backing New
Delhi’s deeper participation, Russia can offset
Beijing’s overreach and inject a measure of
balance into an organisation at risk of becom-
ing China-centric. For Moscow, India is both
counterweight and indispensable bridge.

Trump’s Tariff Shock
The wild card remains Washington. Trump’s
tariffs have become a key instrument of state-
craft, injecting volatility into global trade. What
was once a dispute over deficits has morphed
into an assertion of raw power while sig-
nalling allies and adversaries alike that access
to US markets can no longer be taken for
granted. The consequence may be a deepening
of Eurasian realignment, as countries from India
to Turkey and Central Asia hedge their bets.

FOR RUSSIA, THE
SCO AND BRICS
ARE STRATEGIC

LIFELINES.
SANCTIONS HAVE

TETHERED
MOSCOW CLOSER
TO BEIJING, BUT

FORUMS LIKE THE
SCO PROVIDE

LEGITIMACY AND 
A PLATFORM TO

RESIST US
DOMINANCE. YET,

RUSSIA’S
WEAKENED

POSITION MEANS
IT IS NOW A

JUNIOR PARTNER
TO CHINA, NOT
THE CO-EQUAL 

IT ONCE ASPIRED
TO BE

The Power of Prayer: One Step Towards God

A youth dives into the swollen River Ganga at dusk in Prayagraj, as the
mesmerising sky reflects on the water.
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Nepal Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli was ousted by a staged coup.
The social media ban acted as the
trigger, but discontent had been
brewing for some time owing to a
slump in the economy, growing
unemployment, the lavish
lifestyles of “nepo kids,” and
massive corruption within the
coalition Government. 

Sadly, Oli was more concerned
about consolidating his position
in the CPN–UML for a third term
at the helm rather than learning
from Bangladesh and Sri Lanka,
where powerful regimes fell due
to a lack of empathy towards
genuine public grievances. 

Monday turned out to be the
bloodiest day in Nepal’s history
as security forces unleashed
brute force on Gen Z protestors.
Oli’s barbarism was on full
display as his men rained bullets
on unarmed demonstrators,

killing 20 of them. It was mass
murder in broad daylight, right in
front of Parliament. Oli’s
atrocious act is likely to haunt
generations of Nepalis,
showing how a democratically
elected leader could unleash 
such violence.

The intensity of the protests
should be a cause for concern for
India, as they came barely a year
after student protests in
neighbouring Bangladesh
dislodged Sheikh Hasina’s
Government. Nepal is
geopolitically more crucial, acting
as a buffer between India and
China. India must keep its
engagement open, without being
seen as interfering, while calm is
restored and elections are held
swiftly. Lasting peace in Nepal
now depends on swift elections
and responsive leadership.
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nessed a sharp decline in the backdrop of
tightening immigration measures, includ-
ing introduction of caps on student intake
and restrictions on dependent visas.

Consider this: from 2023 to 2024, Canada
witnessed a 32 per cent drop, with permits
falling from 2.78 lakh to 1.89 lakh, the
United States saw a 34 per cent decrease,
with F1 visas dropping from 1.31 lakh to
86,110, and the UK recorded a 26 per cent
reduction, with sponsored student visas
issued to Indians decreasing from 1.20 lakh
to 88,732 during the same period.

While some argue that this is a bad sign,
it provides a window of opportunity for
the Indian government to reverse decades
of brain drain. 

But will the anti-immigrant rhetoric and
curbs on visas actually prevent students
from going abroad, or will they just
change their destination of travel? I think
that it most definitely can.

Many Indians who go abroad are actu-
ally not receiving good returns on the
thousands of dollars they spent on their
college education. First, many are unem-
ployed or underemployed after their
education is completed. 

Second, those who get jobs are getting
paid less than what Americans and
Europeans with the same skills are
earning. As an example, the H-1B Visa
Reform Act of 2004 restructured the
salary slabs and inserted two wage levels,
at the 34th and 50th percentiles of the total
salaries surveyed for an occupation in an
area, below the highest (the 67th per-
centile). This implies an underpayment for

Indian (and other international) workers
embedded in the law itself.

Third, their attractive salary packages
include e-SOPs and other variables which
are not actually part of what they receive
in hand, and the cost of living abroad is
considerably higher than the cost of
living in India. Rent, groceries and travel
all make up a considerable chunk of
their expenditure, and what they’re left
with is sent back to their families.

While Indian students who get into Ivy
League institutions would perhaps not
want to stay back in India, to make many
others stay back will be a low-hanging
fruit. With minimal efforts, India will be
able to retain talent which will not only
show up in GDP figures for years to come
but will also advance R&D in the process.

A particularly promising area of collab-
oration is the growing partnership
between India and the UAE in the fields
of education and employment. The UAE
has become a top destination for Indian
professionals, with the country expand-
ing opportunities for skilled workers in
various sectors, including healthcare,
engineering and IT. 

Education-wise, both nations have
been actively exploring collaborative pro-
grammes, exchange initiatives, and schol-
arships to enhance bilateral ties. Indian
universities and institutions are establish-
ing campuses in the UAE, further cement-
ing the relationship. For Indian students,
this provides an attractive, nearby option
for world-class education, while also
offering enhanced job prospects in the

UAE’s rapidly growing economy.
There can be two ways of retaining

talent in India. First, to build more good-
quality higher education institutes and
second, to ensure that Indians return to
their home country after graduating
abroad. In terms of the second objective,
India is already in the process of revers-
ing the brain drain. Under the leadership
of PM Modi, the most cutting-edge, deep
tech and frontier tech start-ups, led by
Indian students with PhDs from major
global universities, are now taking root in
India. Our start-ups have grown from just
400 a decade ago, to 1.3 lakhs today, and
nearly 50 per cent of these are coming up
in Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities.

It is here that the role of political lead-
ership deserves special recognition. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision, combined
with the efforts of senior leaders like
Devendra Fadnavis and Dharmendra
Pradhan, has ensured that education and
employment remain at the core of India’s
growth story. Maharashtra CM Fadnavis
has been instrumental in advancing edu-
cational reforms at the state level, pushing
for skill development and industry-acad-
emia linkages, while Pradhan, as
Education Minister, has driven initiatives
that strengthen higher education and
empower students with future-ready
skills. A recent example is steps taken to
make Mumbai a global education hub by
handing over Letters of Intent to five glob-
ally acclaimed universities to set up cam-
puses in Maharashtra. Together with the
Prime Minister’s emphasis on innova-

tion and entrepreneurship, their com-
bined leadership has laid the groundwork
for India to transform its brain drain into
a brain gain.

India stands at the cusp of a technolog-
ical revolution, presenting immense
opportunities in areas such as artificial
intelligence (AI), machine learning (ML), big
data, energy transition, electric vehicles
(EVs), quantum computing, genomics, 3D
printing, robotics, drones and space
exploration. All these sectors have been
kickstarted by the Government through
initiatives like the National Quantum
Mission, India AI Mission, and the
Semiconductor Mission.

Some problems remain, however. The
biggest one being domestic funding,
which needs to grow rapidly. Consider this
— Indian start-ups raised over $12 billion
in 2024, but about 75 per cent of this came
from international sources. Another one
is payment of royalties. While India pro-
duces approximately 24,000 PhD gradu-
ates annually, the country paid $14.3
billion in IPR royalties in 2024, while
earning only $1.5 billion, highlighting a sig-
nificant gap which can be filled by greater
innovation.

The first challenge seems to be more
daunting — building quality higher edu-
cation institutions. While premier educa-
tion institutions like the IITs, IIMs and IIITs
are producing skilled professionals and are
second only to Ivy League colleges, there
is a dearth of such universities in India.
Another challenge is a change in curricu-
la, which is already underway to link
research and industry needs. This would
involve addressing skill shortages in data
science, biotech, clean energy, AI and ML
among others. For this, industries must
step up and support the government.

It is a known fact that in India research
is more de-linked from industry needs in
comparison to other countries. In short,
it is not solely the amount of R&D that
matters, but the quality. To date, two-
thirds of the R&D in India is contributed
by the Government. The private sector
needs to step up to fill the gap.

India is well positioned to become the
world’s leading start-up ecosystem. 
With graduate upskilling programmes, 
the Government’s initiatives to foster 
innovation, and the support of universi-
ties and corporates, the aspiration of
Aatma Nirbhar Bharat, where talent 
nurtured at home stays and contributes
locally, will come to fruition in the coming
decades.

Former Nepalese prime minister K.P. Sharma Oli
now finds himself in a position once occupied
by Bangladesh’s Sheikh Hasina — a leader who
underestimated the fury of a connected gener-
ation. Both believed that choking social media
could muzzle dissent. Both assumed that
cutting digital lifelines would contain anger.
Instead, both triggered leaderless uprisings that
rattled the foundations of their rule.

What began as simmering frustration over cor-
ruption, inflation, and an unfulfilled
post-pandemic recovery erupted after
Oli’s administration banned 26 major
digital platforms, including Facebook,
Instagram, WhatsApp, YouTube, and
X. For millions of Nepalis, this blackout struck
at the heart of daily life. The reaction was imme-
diate and fierce: at least 22 people have died in
subsequent violence, mobs torched the houses
of ministers, MPs, and even former prime min-
isters, and terrified leaders fled their neighbour-
hoods. The rage did not spare state institutions.
Protesters stormed and set fire to the Supreme
Court building. Ram Chandra Poudel, the
veteran Nepali Congress leader and the country’s
third President, resigned after his residence was
attacked.  

With police forces overwhelmed, the army
appealed for restraint. Yet even senior leaders
faced mob fury: an ex-prime minister from the
Nepali Congress was injured, and cadres from
both Oli’s Communist UML and the Congress
party became targets. 

The protests’ defining characteristic is their
lack of central leadership. Gen Z activists, stu-
dents, and anarchist groups dominate the
streets, but no figure exists to negotiate with the
government. What started as resistance to a
social media ban has quickly broadened into a
revolt demanding jobs, accountability, and an
end to systemic corruption. Analysts argue that
democracy itself is not at risk of collapsing into
military rule. 

Nepal’s political history is steeped in protest.
The 1990 People’s Movement dismantled
absolute monarchy. The Jana Andolan of 2006
forced King Gyanendra to retreat. On 8
September 2025, that legacy returned with a
digital edge. This time, the spark was not
monarchy or constitutional deadlock but the
attempt to cut off what young Nepalis see as
their lifeline — social media. Authorities defend-
ed the blackout by citing the 2023 Social Media
Directives and a Supreme Court ruling requir-

ing global platforms to register locally, appoint
representatives, and curb harmful content.
TikTok and Viber complied; Meta and Google did
not. Oli insisted extremists had hijacked the
protests, while officials argued they were
merely enforcing rules. But citizens saw censor-
ship, not regulation.

In a country where over 90 per cent of inter-
net users rely on these platforms for news,
tourism, remittances, and business, the ban felt
like suffocation. Already disillusioned by corrup-
tion scandals, many viewed this as the final
straw. Nepal has endured 14 governments in 16
years. Inflation is eating away at wages. Dynastic
privilege dominates politics. 

For the young, social media was the only cred-
ible public square — and its shutdown silenced
their voice. Royalist forces, meanwhile, have
resurfaced. A massive pro-monarchy rally earlier

this year demonstrated that 
nostalgia for the crown has not 
disappeared. Analysts suggest 
royalist  groups infiltrated 
the current protests, lending them

additional force.
The blackout has also worsened economic

fragility. Telecom companies lost revenue,
tourism recovery stalled, and families dependent
on remittances faced fresh uncertainty. India
reinforced border security but avoided becom-
ing a scapegoat, unlike in past uprisings. China,
enjoying stable ties, also kept its distance. For
once, neither neighbour was at the centre of the
storm. In this turbulence, a new figure has cap-
tured the imagination of young Nepalis: Balendra
Shah, or Balen. Elected as Kathmandu’s mayor
in 2022, Shah is no ordinary politician — he is a
rapper with a master’s degree in structural engi-
neering, admired for his mix of cultural appeal
and technocratic efficiency. 

For disillusioned urban youth, he symbolis-
es an alternative to the old party system.
Whether he can rise as a national force remains
uncertain, but his popularity reflects the hunger
for fresh, non-partisan leadership.

Nepal’s turmoil offers a 21st-century lesson:
shutting down digital spaces is as combustible
as curbing the ballot box. 

For the country’s youth, digital rights are
democratic rights. Ending the blackout may calm
the streets temporarily, but the real challenge
is deeper — rebuilding trust, restoring account-
ability, and balancing regulation with freedom.

Unless leaders rise to this challenge, Nepal
risks repeating its cycle of protest and repres-
sion — this time with battles fought not only in
Kathmandu’s streets but also across cyberspace.

India’s mobility sector is evolving at an unprece-
dented pace. As the global automotive indus-
try pivots towards smarter, cleaner, and more
connected transport systems, India is position-
ing itself not only as a manufacturing leader but
also as a global innovation hub. Driving this
transformation is the rise of Autonomous,
Connected, Electric, and Shared (ACES) mobil-
ity — an area that is witnessing robust support
from both industry and government. One of the
initiatives in this space is the MOTION Centre
of Entrepreneurship (CoE) in Pune.

A flagship initiative launched by the Software
Technology Parks of India (STPI) under the
Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) and sup-
ported by the Government of Maharashtra,
MOTION CoE serves as a sector-
focused innovation and incuba-
tion hub dedicated to ACES start-
ups. Located at Electronic Sadan III,
MIDC Bhosari, Pune, this 10,000 sq.
ft. facility is equipped with cutting-
edge labs, a 75-seater co-working space, and
advanced prototyping infrastructure. It is
backed by a powerful consortium including
Tata Motors, Kinetic Group, Intel, MathWorks,
Visteon, ARAI, SAE India, TiE Pune, and the
College of Engineering Pune.

The Centre offers more than just infrastruc-
ture. It delivers a full-stack support system, com-
bining expert mentorship, physical and virtual
incubation, funding opportunities through
the Start-up India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS),
assistance with Intellectual Property Rights (IPR),
legal and financial services, and connections
with investors and industry stakeholders.

As a result, MOTION CoE has emerged as a key
enabler of India’s next-gen mobility vision.

To date, the CoE has incubated 55 start-ups,
surpassing its initial goal of 51. These ventures
have collectively achieved a valuation of over
`465 crore, generated over ̀ 34 crore in revenue,
attracted over `23 crore in external funding,
created more than 500 jobs, and launched 82
products and 128 prototypes. They have also
filed 67 IP applications, of which 40 have already
been granted. Among these, five standout start-
ups exemplify the CoE’s transformative poten-
tial.

Attron Automotive is creating high-efficien-
cy electric propulsion systems for two and
three-wheelers. Their product portfolio includes
integrated IPM PMSM motors and advanced con-
trollers built on the proprietary Eta framework,

aimed at delivering superior performance
and energy efficiency. Recognised
by Inc42 as a top mobility start-up
to watch, Attron’s focus on R&D has
resulted in one technology patent
and two design registrations. With
customisation, modularity, and per-

formance at its core, Attron is poised to play a
critical role in India’s electric mobility transi-
tion.

Combat Robotics is leveraging autonomous
mobility to develop rugged unmanned ground
vehicles (UGVs) specifically designed for
defence, disaster response, and public safety.
These vehicles feature adaptive motion tech-
nology, night vision capabilities, and remote
operation features, making them invaluable in
high-risk environments. 

Combat Robotics has secured a project
from Nagpur MahaMetro for railway track
monitoring and has been selected in the first
phase of the Indian Railways innovation chal-
lenge.

As India scales up its electric vehicle ecosys-
tem, energy storage becomes a critical enabler.
Coulomb Li-tech addresses this with its in-house
development of lithium-ion batteries, battery
management systems (BMS), electric vehicle (EV)
chargers, and a cloud-based analytics platform.
Its comprehensive tech stack supports diverse
mobility and storage applications, making
Coulomb a key contributor to India’s energy
resilience and EV adoption goals.

Kairus Energies is innovating at the intersec-
tion of mobility, defence, and aerospace. Its
advanced lithium-ion battery modules are
engineered for extreme conditions, featuring
a proprietary HITCH Tech™ thermal manage-
ment system that ensures rapid charging, fire

suppression, and performance optimisation.
Kairus has filed one technology patent, secured
two design patents, and deployed 100+ kWh
of storage systems.

As electric vehicles gain traction, scalable
charging infrastructure is crucial. Eidikos
Business Enterprises is meeting this need
with its Level 2 AC charging kiosks, specifical-
ly designed for e-bikes, e-rickshaws, and elec-
tric cars. Their hybrid model includes both
Captive Charging and Charging-as-a-Service
(CAAS). Their composite charging stations
have been granted design registration, and their
distributed deployment model is well-suited for
urban and peri-urban areas in India.

The journey of these start-ups reflects the
broader impact MOTION CoE is making in the
ACES space. 

By bringing together infrastructure, mentor-
ship, funding, and real-world deployment
opportunities, the CoE has emerged as a
model platform for sectoral innovation. It
aligns seamlessly with national initiatives,
such as the Automotive Mission Plan 2047,
which aims to position India as a global leader
in sustainable, tech-driven mobility.

As these ventures continue to scale, they are
not only addressing India’s transportation
needs but also building solutions that are glob-
ally relevant. In doing so, MOTION CoE is
proving that the future of mobility in India is
not just about vehicles, it is about vision, inno-
vation, and impact.
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Limited seats in prestigious universities in
their home country has for decades been
pushing Indian students to pursue higher edu-
cation abroad, resulting in what is called an
intellectual brain drain. Rather than staying
back and contributing to their home country,
a plethora of privileged students are choos-
ing to go abroad for college. There has been,
in recent years, a large section of academics
who argue that this is in fact a good thing.
‘Remittances are rising rapidly’, they say.

They’re partly right but they’re missing the
bigger picture. While India is the largest remit-
tance-receiving country in the world and it is
in fact true that remittances have more than
doubled from 55 billion dollars in 2010-11 to
118.7 billion dollars in 2023-24, the statistics
only convey the story partly. Firstly, remit-
tances as a percentage of GDP has remained
constant at around 3 per cent since 2000.
Secondly, what Indian students are now
spending abroad for education has risen
rapidly. According to some estimates, the total
spending by Indian outbound students could
reach 70 billion dollars by 2025 — a number
which is rising more rapidly than the remit-
tances being sent back.

Thirdly, and most importantly, this argu-
ment fails to consider an important hypothet-
ical: what if these students had chosen to stay
back? The argument I make is two-pronged.
One, that if the students were to stay back,
the Indian economy would benefit far more
— in other words, remittances do not com-
pensate for the economic and intellectual
capital drain caused, and two, at times it
would also be far better for the students to
stay back in India, taking into account the cost
of living abroad and recent anti-immigrant
trends across the world.

Let me address the second claim first.
According to the latest data from the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA), over 1.8 million Indian
students are currently studying abroad in 2025
— a staggering rise from 1.3 million just two
years ago. This data, however, hides one
important detail.

All the top three destination countries —
Canada, US and UK — for Indian students
(which account for a third of all Indian stu-
dents heading abroad for education) have wit-

India battles brain drain as students flock overseas for education
Rising remittances cannot mask the cost of brain drain, as more Indian students spend abroad than they send back. 

With visa curbs, high living costs, and underpaid jobs overseas, India faces both challenges and opportunities to retain its talent
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India accelerates mobility innovation with
MOTION Centre of Entrepreneurship

From Hasina to Oli: Nepal’s digital
uprising and a familiar fall
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France has once again been thrown into political 
upheaval, with its Prime Minister brought down not by 
a scandal or a sudden shift in public mood, but by the 
arithmetic of parliamentary hostility. The removal of 

François Bayrou, after less than a year in office, highlights a 
deeper dysfunction in the Fifth Republic: the inability of 
successive governments to forge durable majorities, even on 
existential issues like national debt. 

Mr Bayrou’s downfall was dramatic, but also strangely 
inevitable. By calling a confidence vote over fiscal restraint, he 
gambled not just with his own career but with the credibility of 
President Emmanuel Macron’s embattled second term. His 
warnings of unsustainable liabilities ~ France’s €3.4 trillion debt 
and the ballooning cost of servicing it ~ were substantive. Yet in 
the theatre of French politics, substance rarely outshines 
symbolism. To left and right alike, the debate was not about 
numbers but about striking a blow against Macronism. 

The opposition’s unity of purpose was tactical rather than 
ideological. The hard right sought to weaken Mr Macron’s hold 
and press its nationalist agenda. The left viewed Mr Bayrou’s 
austerity as an attack on welfare and pensions, already sore 
points after the retirement age was pushed to 64. The 
confidence vote became a proxy battlefield for grievances that 
stretch far beyond fiscal policy. In such conditions, Mr Bayrou’s 
technocratic appeal to intergenerational fairness ~ warning of 
young people condemned to “slavery” under debt ~ was always 
going to be drowned out by partisan jeers. 

For Mr Macron, the crisis is both personal and structural. Five 
prime ministers in less than two years is not simply bad luck; it 
reflects the hollowing of the political centre. The President once 
promised to transcend France’s old partisan divide. Instead, his 
project has left him isolated, with little capacity to build 
coalitions on either side. Turning to the left risks surrendering 
his pro-business legacy. Sticking with his camp risks further 
stalemate. Dissolving parliament, meanwhile, would hand 
momentum to parties that thrive on discontent rather than 
governance. 

Beyond the Palais Bourbon, public patience is thin. Cost of 
living pressures, insecurity, and immigration dominate 
everyday concerns, while debt sustainability feels like an elite 
preoccupation. Movements promising to “block everything” 
capture a mood of obstruction more than renewal. The likely 
wave of strikes and boycotts this autumn will only deepen the 
sense of drift. 

And yet the structural challenge remains: France cannot 
indefinitely postpone grappling with its fiscal trajectory, 
especially as defence commitments rise and the politics of 
welfare harden. Mr Bayrou’s exit removes the messenger, not 
the message. Whoever succeeds him will face the same 
arithmetic of debt and division, the same contradictions of a 
republic where presidential authority collides with 
parliamentary fragmentation. 

The crisis therefore is not merely about a fallen prime 
minister but about whether France’s institutions can still deliver 
stability in an age of fragmentation. Without a new basis of 
consensus, the revolving door at Matignon may keep spinning, 
while the debt ~ and the disenchantment ~ only grow heavier. 

 

Let’s turn to the international stage. 
An independent-minded foreign 
government, however determined 
an adversary or stalwart an ally, 

invites tariffs. The ally that dares to criticize 
a policy, to vote against a resolution, or to 
pursue an independent foreign policy finds 
itself the target of economic sanctions. The 
adversary that challenges American 
dominance, that seeks to expand its own 
sphere of influence, finds itself subject to a 
volley of economic attacks. 

The message is a simple one, delivered 
with the blunt force of economic power: 
align with me, or face the consequences. 
This is not diplomacy; it is a form of economic 
coercion, a tool of punishment wielded 
against nations.  

The Tax Foundation has documented the 
use of tariffs against both allies and adversaries, 
with rates sometimes reaching as high as 
50 per cent on certain countries like India 
for buying Russian oil. 

Beyond the specific punishments, there 
is the ever-present threat of a hail of insults, 
a lesson in public humiliation to potential 
transgressors. The tweets, the rally speeches, 
the press conferences ~ they all serve as a 
public record of who has crossed Trump 
and what they have received in return.  

The names are not forgotten, the slights 
are not forgiven, and the public shaming is 
a warning to others. This is a form of political 
theatre designed to reinforce a single, 
unyielding truth: loyalty is the only currency 
that matters, and disloyalty will be met with 

public scorn and private ruin. 
In the end, this is not a system of political 

debate or even political rivalry. It is a 
system of retribution, a machine designed 
to punish dissent and reward loyalty.  

It is a system that erodes the norms of 
democracy, that chills free speech, that 
undermines the independence of our 
institutions, and that transforms politics 
from a contest of ideas into a personal 
vendetta.  

The Trumpian reckoning is not just a 
style of politics; it is a fundamental 
reordering of our political life, and its full 
implications are still unfolding before 
our eyes.  

The question is not whether this pattern 
exists, but rather, what the long-term 
consequences will be for a democracy 
that has been taught a very harsh lesson 
in the politics of punishment. 

All of this feels unprecedented, the 
sheer scope and brazenness of it. But is 
it? We have to ask the historical question. Is 
this an exception, or is it a recurring theme 
in American history? Let's go back a couple 
of centuries. 

You can trace this back to the very 
beginnings of the republic. Take John Adams 
and the Sedition Act of 1798. That law 
essentially made it a crime to criticize the 
president and his Federalist Party. 

Newspaper editors were put on trial, and 
it was a clear attempt to use the power of 
the government to silence political dissent. 
The law, as some historians note, was 

specifically gerrymandered to allow criticism 
of his rival, Thomas Jefferson, but not of 

Adams himself. 
And then you have Andrew 

Jackson, who weaponised 
the "spoils system." He removed 
more than 919 officials ~ 
nearly 10 per cent of all 
government postings ~ and 
replaced them with his 
loyalists. His famous line, 
“To the victor belong the 
spoils of the enemy,” wasn't 
just a political slogan; it was 
a blueprint for using 
government jobs as a tool of 
political reward and 
punishment. 

Exactly. Fast-forward to 
the 20th century. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, after a landslide 
victory, proposed his infamous 
“court-packing plan.” 

The Supreme Court had been striking 
down his New Deal legislation, so he proposed 
a bill to expand the Court, adding a new 
justice for everyone over 70. It was a thinly 
veiled attempt to dilute the power of his 
conservative opponents on the bench. He 
lost the legislative battle, but the threat was 
enough to make the Court change its tune. 

And, of course, no discussion of this topic 
would be complete without Richard Nixon. 
His “enemies list” is legendary. He compiled 
a list of over 200 political adversaries ~ 
journalists, celebrities, labour leaders ~ with 

the stated purpose of using “the available 
Federal machinery to screw [our] political 
enemies.” The IRS was a key tool in this 
project, targeting critics with audits and 
harassment. 

It's a chillingly direct historical parallel. 
The difference, perhaps, is not the idea of 
using power to punish rivals, but the scale 
and the public nature of it today. In the past, 
these actions were often cloaked in legal or 
administrative justifications. Today, retribution 
is a central promise, a point of pride, even. 

The attacks on universities, the legal suits 
against the media, the raids on political 
rivals ~ all of this is not an exception to 
American political life.  

It is, in fact, a recurring, dark vein in 
American history. The pattern is clear: a 
powerful leader, a personal vendetta, and 
the use of the state to settle scores. The 
names change, the targets change, but the 
playbook is remarkably consistent. 

So, while the current moment feels unique, 
the historical record tells a different story. 
The danger isn't that we've never seen this 
before. The danger is that we have seen it 
before, and we have often failed to fully 
grapple with its implications until it was 
almost too late.  

The lesson of history is that this kind of 
politics is not an aberration; it is a temptation 
that every powerful leader faces. And what 
we're seeing now is a stark, public reminder 
of just how easily that temptation can be 
acted upon. 

(Concluded)

Despite China's consistent efforts 
to resolve its territorial disputes 
with the Philippines through 
peaceful dialogue and friendly 

consultations, the Ferdinand Marcos Jr 
government has time and again provoked 
China on issues related to the South 
China Sea in disregard of Beijing's 
continuous display of restraint and 
goodwill. By repeatedly making waves 
in the waters with the help of external 
forces, Manila has shown itself to be a 
troublemaker jeopardizing regional security 
and stability. In its latest provocation, 
the Philippine Navy, in collaboration with 
the armed forces of Australia and Canada, 
conducted a so-called multilateral maritime 
cooperative activity in the South China 
Sea on Wednesday, prompting the People's 
Liberation Army Navy to be on high alert 
and conduct a cautionary patrol. 

Stressing that any attempt to create 
hot spots in the South China Sea will not 
succeed, a spokesman for the PLA Southern 
Theater Command said that Chinese 
forces will resolutely defend the country's 
territorial sovereignty and maritime rights. 

It is noteworthy that Manila chose 
Sept 3 as the day on which to stage its 
latest provocation, as China held 
commemorative activities including a 
grand military parade in Beijing, to mark 
the 80th anniversary of the victory in 
the Chinese People's War of Resistance 
Against Japanese Aggression (1931-45) 
and the World Anti-Fascist War that day.  
This makes the Marcos 
government's move extremely 
egregious as the Philippines 
also suffered from Japanese 
aggression. China's territorial 
rights are supported by the 
Cairo Declaration of 1943, the 
Potsdam Proclamation of 1945, 
as well as other postwar arrangements 
under international law, which affirm 
that China recovered Taiwan island in 
October 1945, and in the following year 
started the process of receiving and 
reclaiming South China Sea islands such 
as the Xisha and Nansha islands, which 
had been seized and occupied by Japanese 
aggressors. The return of the territories 
to China was completed in December of 

the same year, and announced to the 
world. Subsequently, China officially 
issued the Location Map of the South 
China Sea Islands, formalizing its legal 
recovery of these islands under international 
law. The postwar international order 
established the basis for China's recovery 
of its South China Sea islands and 
resumption of it exercising sovereignty 

over them. As the world marks the 
80th anniversary of the victory in 
the war, it is pertinent to reaffirm 
this historical truth. What Manila 
has done, with the connivance and 
encouragement of external forces, 
poses a grave challenge to the postwar 
international order, which risks 

sparking regional instability by undermining 
established international rules.  

The reckless actions of Manila may 
also lead to increased geopolitical tensions, 
which will only hinder cooperation among 
nations, erode trust for diplomacy and 
potentially spark regional or even global 
conflicts. Moreover, Manila has engaged 
in provocations targeting China with 
increasing frequency. Just two weeks 

prior to the latest joint patrols, Philippine 
and Australian forces teamed up in 
Manila's westernmost province for a 
large-scale joint drill ~ which was Canberra's 
largest deployment of troops to Southeast 
Asia since 1999.  

Such complicity in Manila's provocations 
has only emboldened the Marcos government. 
Inciting and supporting Manila's irresponsible 
moves are the major cause of increased 
tensions that have harmed the shared 
interests of countries in the region.  

This has left China with no other choice 
but to take firm and resolute countermeasures 
against any provocative behavior to 
safeguard its justified and legitimate 
interests. In addressing maritime issues 
between nations, China remains committed 
to maintaining peace and stability in the 
region together with neighboring countries.  

Finesse needed 
Sir, This has reference to the article 

“Positive Momentum” (5 September). The 
2025 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) meeting in Tianjin was a watershed 
event having wide-ranging implications for 
global geopolitics. China displayed its 
leadership potential, Russia qualified its 
isolation since the Ukraine war, and India 
established a strong voice on the world 
stage. Instead of succumbing to Trump’s 
unprecedented trade tariffs, the country 
defended its sovereignty, displayed strategic 
autonomy and resilience, and recalibrated 
ties with China, Russia and Central Asian 
nations. This unique diplomatic show focused 
on regional security, economic and trade 
cooperation, and emphasized the need to 
reshape the global order through multipolar 
cooperation, challenging Western-dominated 
institutions.   

Post the deadly 2020 Galwan clashes, 
India and China resolved to reduce border 

tensions, revive trade, simplify visa processes, 
restore direct flights and travel links like the 
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, and improve 
diplomatic channels.  

But there are several formidable issues 
that require deft navigation: Dispute over 
the McMahon Line, illegal occupation of 
Indian territory post 1962 war, repeated 
claims over many areas in Ladakh and 
Arunachal Pradesh, assertiveness along the 
LAC, mistrust over Pakistan, economic 
asymmetry, China’s competing interests in 
the Indo-Pacific or South Asia, India’s rejection 
of BRI, pro-independence stand on Taiwan 
and Dalai Lama's refuge. 

China is intolerant of India’s regional and 
global rise. At present, the India-China 
relationship appears to be on a positive 
trajectory. But its further momentum depends 
on the sustainability of the Modi-Xi bonhomie, 
the anti-US strategic alignment, and 
improvement of India-US ties amid ongoing 
diplomatic engagements. In the current 
global environment, India requires strategic 

finesse to achieve its geopolitical and 
geostrategic goals.  

Yours, etc., D S Kang,  
Hoshiarpur, 7 September. 

Fitting 
Sir, The article ‘A Tribute to Bhupen da’, 

published on 8 September 2025, contributed 
by none other than our Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, would act as a tribute to the 
nation, especially to the younger generation. 
There could not be a better choice to write 
this article on the life of a creative genius of 
music who gives a call to awaken crores of 
deprived souls by the side of the Ganges. 

 Bhupen Hazarika has shown that music 
is not just for entertainment. Inspired by 
Paul Robeson, he has composed several 
songs in Assamese, Bengali, and Hindi 
where similar notes are resonated. In a brief 
space, our revered Prime Minister has paid 
an excellent tribute to the genius. 

Yours, etc., Ranjit Kumar Guha Roy, 
Mississauga, Canada, 8 September. 

Proud moment 
Sir, This refers to the news report, “World 

applauds Purulia’s story told by filmmaker 
Anuparna Roy”, published today. This is a 
great moment for our country. The journey 
of Roy from growing up in the little-known 
Narayanpur village in Purulia’s Neturia block 
to winning the Best Director Award at the 
prestigious Venice International Film Festival 
is a story of admirable conquests. I’m sure 
she will become an inspiration not only for 
aspiring independent filmmakers but also 
for people who would want to tell stories of 
forgotten existence. Heartiest congratulations 
to Anuparna Roy. 

Yours, etc., Anupam Neogi, 
Kolkata, 9 September. 

The turmoil in Kathmandu on Monday is more than a 
story of street protests. It is a reminder of how central 
digital freedoms have become to the fabric of modern 
society, and how easily governments misjudge the 

consequences of curbing them. The decision to block dozens of 
popular social media platforms triggered a chain reaction that 
left at least 19 people dead, many injured, and the credibility of 
the state deeply eroded. 

Under mounting pressure, the Nepal government has now 
lifted the ban, but the reversal comes too late to undo the 
damage. Nepal’s leaders must recognise that social media is not 
just a technological novelty; it is a public square and digital 
access is synonymous with freedom and opportunity. 
Restricting it without building alternative avenues of 
expression or ensuring transparency will only inflame 
grievances.  

The official justification - regulating online spaces to counter 
misinformation, hate speech, and fraud - is not unique. 
Governments around the world are grappling with the same 
challenges. Yet the bluntness of Nepal’s approach, abruptly 
cutting access to platforms used daily by millions, revealed not 
a policy of protection but one of control. In the digital age, social 
media is not a luxury. For young people in particular, it is their 
marketplace, classroom, newsstand, and stage. To disrupt that 
ecosystem is to attack livelihoods and identities all at once. 

The protests, led by self-identifying members of Generation 
Z, were not just about losing access to Instagram or YouTube. 
The slogans carried through the streets - “enough is enough” 
and “end to corruption” - made it clear that discontent runs 
deeper. The social media ban became a spark, igniting anger 
over governance, transparency, and accountability. A generation 
that feels side-lined by traditional politics has found its voice 
online, and silencing that voice was bound to provoke 
confrontation. 

The state’s response has further entrenched the divide. Water 
cannons, rubber bullets, and curfews convey weakness, not 
authority. Deploying the army to the streets of the capital is an 
admission that dialogue has failed. Instead of easing tensions, 
these measures have hardened perceptions of an authoritarian 
drift. Worse still, many citizens have simply turned to VPNs to 
bypass the ban, undercutting the very rationale for the 
crackdown. The government is left with blood on its hands and 
little to show in terms of effective regulation. 

The lesson here is not that digital spaces should remain 
lawless. Online platforms do carry risks, and states have a duty 
to protect citizens from malicious content. But the method 
matters. Regulation requires trust, consultation, and 
proportionality. Heavy-handed decrees, enforced by bullets and 
batons, destroy that trust. In a fragile democracy, where 
citizens’ faith in institutions is already tenuous, such measures 
risk long-term instability. 

The tragedy in Kathmandu stands as a warning: in the 21st 
century, the legitimacy of a government rests not on its ability 
to control information, but on its capacity to engage with an 
empowered, connected, and impatient generation. 

Endless  Deadlock 

Digital  fault-line 

Beyond the specific 
punishments, there is the 
ever-present threat of a hail of 
insults, a lesson in public 
humiliation to potential 
transgressors. The tweets, the 
rally speeches, the press 
conferences - they all serve as a 
public record of who has crossed 
Trump and what they have 
received in return. The names 
are not forgotten, the slights are 
not forgiven, and the public 
shaming is a warning to others. 
This is a form of political theatre 
designed to reinforce a single, 
unyielding truth: loyalty is the 
only currency that matters, and 
disloyalty will be met with 
public scorn and private ruin 
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THANK YOU Infant Jesus, Mother 
Mary and St. Jude for hearing my pray 
for Nikus safe delivery. — DS.

PERSONAL



ABOLISHING SLAVERY 

BRITISH PROPOSALS 
FOR LEAGUE 
Geneva, Sept. 

Viscount Cecil on behalf of Britain, unexpectedly 
submitted to-day, at a League Committee meeting, 
proposals for the eventual abolition of slavery, 
including domestic slavery, in all parts of the 
world. No serious objections were raised, but 
the Portuguese and other delegates emphasized 
the importance of not moving too rapidly. It is 
understood that the proposals are regarded as 
the most important of their kind since the 
Brussels Act of 1890. They provide for severe 
punishment for anyone attempting to engage in 
slave traffic in any signatory State and assimilate 
slave-trading with piracy. They further lay down 
that a slave boat shall be treated as a pirate 
vessel. —Reuter. 

 

STRIKERS SENT TO PRISON 

STRONG ACTION IN 
AUSTRALIA 
Melbourne, Sept 

Legal processes are active in connexion with 
the shipping strike. Sixty-four of the crew of the 
steamer Ascanius, at Adelaide, were sentenced 
to-day to a fortnight’s imprisonment. Three 
hundred warrants of arrest have been issued at 
Melbourne, and 89 at Sydney, when the liner 
Mongolia today sailed punctually.—Reuter. 

 

FLIGHT TO NORTH POLE 

CAPT. AMUNDSEN’S 
NEW AIRSHIP 
Oslo, Sept. 

Details of Capt. Amundsen’s Polar Flight in 
1926 have been given by Lieutenant Riiser 
Larsen, who was second-in-command of the 
Amundsen Expedition last summer. He says 
that Capt. Amundsen has bought for £15,000 
a semi-rigid airship from the Italian Government. 
The airship is fitted with three engines capable 
of doing 115 kilometres an hour, and has a 
cruising speed of 80 miles an hour. The crew 
will consist of sixteen, including Capt. Amundsen; 
Ellsworth; who had secured half the capital 
from America; the Italian, Colonel Nobile, Riiser 
Larsen and other Italians and Norwegians. It 
is planned to start from King’ Bay thence across 
the North Pole to Alaska. The airship will be 
ready by Christmas and trials will begin in the 
New Year.—Reuter’s Special Service. 

 
SETTLEMENT BASIS 

OWNERS REJECT 
THE PROPOSAL 
Cape Town, Sept 

The Union Castle Line, on behalf of the shipowners, 
has declined to agree to the suggested basis of 
settlement, namely the postponement of the 
reduction of wages for six months pending the 
official inquiry in Britain into the existing machinery 
for representation of seamen of the Maritime Board, 
in view of the agreement with the Maritime 
Board.—Reuter.
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 Memories of a horrific day

Transformative stewardship

BASAB DASGUPTA  
 

One of the questions everyone 
faced during my high-school 
years was "Do you remember 
where you were when you 

heard that John F Kennedy was shot?"  
A similar question in this century 
was "Do you remember where you 
were, when you first heard about the 
twin towers in New York being hit by 
planes piloted by terrorists?"  

I vividly remember where I was. I 
was in Torreon, Mexico, working at 
a manufacturing plant owned by 
RCA, on a temporary assignment. 
RCA, originally an American company, 
was later bought by Thomson, a 
French multinational. 

It was a normal morning. I parked 
my car at my designated spot and 
started to walk towards the main 
entrance. It was around eight o'clock. 
One of my colleagues, Jaime, had 
gone to the airport to pick up a French 
engineer coming to provide technical 
support on some equipment. Jaime 
and this engineer were walking a few 
steps behind me. Jaime told me in 
an excited voice "Basab, did you hear 
about the planes striking the World 
Trade buildings in New York? There 
were two planes and both towers 
were hit. I saw the second tower 
being hit as they were showing the 
video of the damage to the first tower". 

I gave him a blank stare. None of 
this made any sense. Jaime repeated 
some of the same statements and 
then said, "let us go to Francisco's 
office and watch on TV".  Francisco 
was the plant manager. He and his 

staff members and I huddled around 
the TV. It was an unbelievable scene. 
I was shocked, horrified, angry and 
almost numb at what I was seeing. 
Then reports started to come in about 
a hit on the Pentagon by a plane and 
another plane crashing in Pennsylvania. 

I immediately made two phone 
calls – one to my ex-wife Swapna 
and one to my daughter Runa (not 
real names) who were both in California.  
It was shortly after 6 a.m. in California 
and I woke Swapna up to give the 
bad news, urging her to turn the TV 
on. I remember her saying "Oh my 
God, they are destroying the Pentagon" 
as she was watching TV and crying. 
I did not get hold of Runa at her 
Stanford dormitory.  Swapna told me 
that Runa was in D.C.! I could not 
believe it. Runa had a history of often 
being in the most dangerous places.  

One year she spent an "alternate 
spring break" in the infamous "skid 
row" of Los Angeles, to understand 
the homeless and other destitute 
people with major emotional, physical 
and addiction problems who live 
there. Later, she went to Sri Lanka to 
help the tsunami victims. She was in 
D.C. to organize an AIDS walk. I was 
worried sick. I just wanted to hug 
Runa and Swapna as well. 

The most heart-sinking and 
stomach-churning moment came 
when the first tower simply sank to 
the ground amid a huge cloud of 
smoke and debris. I was hoping 
against hope that we would be able 
to repair the towers by rebuilding 
the upper twenty or so floors. Now it 
became clear that both towers would 

eventually be flattened. I remembered 
our ferry ride to the Statue of Liberty 
when we visited New York in 1988 
and the view of the Manhattan skyline 
from the ferry. The twin towers were 
standing there as a majestic symbol 
of glory and prosperity of the nation.  

Swapna was able to contact Runa; 
she was in a building only a couple 
of miles from the Pentagon.  Swapna 
instructed Runa to immediately take 
a train from the nearest metro station 
and go into Virginia.  Swapna’s brother, 
who lived in Reston, Virginia near 
D.C., picked her up from there. Runa 
stayed with her uncle for two days. 
Eventually she got back to California 
by taking several short hop flights, 
avoiding large planes and large cities. 

I felt miserable. I lost my appetite 
and probably my zest for life as well. 
My fear was that the US government 
was going to close the border, and I 
would not be able to go back home 
anytime soon. I realized how much I 
loved my adopted country and how 
much I missed it. This entire Mexico 
experience seemed meaningless. It 
was not even clear how Mexicans 
felt about what was going on. I sensed 
almost a hidden glee in some of the 
folks; as if they were saying "see, the 
US is not that invincible after all". I 
watched the rerun of 9/11 morning 
events on TV for several days. 

I told both my French boss in Paris 
and Francisco that I needed to go to 
California at the earliest opportunity 
just to retain my sanity. They understood 
and did not object. The opportunity 
came two weeks later. I combined 
the trip with some official business 

in the LA area. The security check 
even at the small Torreon airport 
was rigorous. They searched everything 
in my suitcase, threw away a tube of 
toothpaste and asked me all sorts of 
questions. The AeroMexico flight 
arrived at LAX around the scheduled 
time of 10 p.m. The Customs and 
Immigration check lines were a lot 
longer. Fortunately, I was going to 
spend the night at a hotel near the 
airport because my meeting the next 
day was in the LA area. By the time I 
reached my hotel room, the David 
Letterman show was on TV. 

It was so good to see his face and 
so comforting to listen to him. I 
cannot explain how happy I was to 
be back in California. I just rolled 
over the comfortable bed while tightly 
holding the pillows and breathing 
the air of freedom. I knew that no 
terrorist would be able to deprive us 
of our values and our freedom.  

I did not want to go back to Torreon. 
However, the stock market had just 
collapsed, and the future was uncertain; 
I could not just walk away from a 
secure high paying job. It is fair to 
say that the event changed me forever. 
On the one hand I realized how 
fortunate we were to live in a country 

like the USA, but at the same time I 
was shocked by the hatred of others 
against us and what they would do 
to destroy our lives. I became more 
philosophical, more cynical and 
probably more apathetic. It was a 
time for soul searching. The whole 
idea of working for corporations 
which made money by exploiting 
people of other countries for cheap 
labour made me ashamed of my 
career. 9/11 put an end to my carefree 
travel.  The security checks at the 
airport became a drag.  Ban on carrying 
liquids in carry-on luggage meant 
bags with wine, perfume bottles etc., 
purchased overseas had to be checked 
in.  Any co-passenger from a Middle 
Eastern country introduced an element 
of severe anxiety. The scrutiny during 
US-bound flights at some foreign 
airports was even stricter. 

Osama not only destroyed the twin 
towers; he shattered the free spirit of 
being an American. I remained with 
Thomson for another year and a half 
but never worked in a corporate job 
after that.  Even to this date, I feel 
that a part of me was lost that day. 

(The writer, a physicist who worked in industry and 
academia, is a Bengali settled in America.) 

NARENDRA MODI 
 

Today is September 11. This 
day evokes two contrasting 
remembrances. The first 
dates back to 1893, when 

Swami Vivekananda delivered his 
iconic Chicago address. With the few 
words, “Sisters and Brothers of America,” 
he won the hearts of thousands 
present in the hall. He introduced 
the timeless spiritual heritage of India 
and the emphasis on universal 
brotherhood to the world stage. The 
second is the gruesome 9/11 attacks, 
when this very principle came under 
attack thanks to the menace of 
terrorism and radicalism. 

There is something else about this 
day which is noteworthy. Today is 
the birthday of a personality who, 
inspired by the principle of Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam, has dedicated his entire 
life to societal transformation and 
strengthening the spirit of harmony 
and fraternity. For lakhs of people 
associated with the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh, he is respectfully 
referred to as Param Pujya 
Sarsanghchalak. Yes, I am referring 
to Shri Mohan Bhagwat Ji, whose 
75th birthday is, incidentally, falling 
in the same year when the RSS marks 
its centenary. I would like to convey 
my best wishes to him and pray for 
his long and healthy life. 

My association with Mohan Ji’s 
family has been very deep. I have 
had the good fortune of working 
closely with Mohan Ji’s father, the 
late Madhukarrao Bhagwat Ji. I have 
written extensively about him in my 
book, Jyotipunj. Along with his 
association with the legal world, he 
devoted himself to nation-building. 
He played a pivotal role in strengthening 
the RSS across Gujarat. Such was 
Madhukarrao Ji’s passion towards 
nation-building that it groomed his 
son, Mohanrao, to work towards 

India’s regeneration. It is as if 
Parasmani Madhukarrao prepared 
another Parasmani in Mohanrao. 

Mohan Ji became a Pracharak in 
the mid-1970s. Upon hearing the 
word ‘Pracharak’, one may mistakenly 
think it refers to someone who is 
simply doing Prachar or campaigning, 
propagating ideas. But, those familiar 
with the working of the RSS understand 
that the Pracharak tradition is at the 
core of the organisation’s work. Over 
the last hundred years, thousands of 
young people, inspired by a patriotic 
zeal, have left their homes and families 
to dedicate their lives to realising the 
mission of India First. 

His early years in the RSS coincided 
with a very dark period of Indian 
history. This was the time the draconian 
Emergency was imposed by the then 
Congress government. For every 
person who cherished democratic 
principles and wanted India to prosper, 
it was natural to strengthen the 
anti-Emergency movement. This is 
exactly what Mohan Ji and countless 
RSS Swayamsevaks did. He worked 
extensively in rural and backward 
areas of Maharashtra, especially 
Vidarbha .  This  shap e d his 
understanding of the challenges 
faced by the poor and downtrodden. 

Over the years, Bhagwat Ji held 
various positions in the RSS. He 
performed each and every one of 
those duties with great dexterity. 
Mohan Ji’s years as the head of the 
Akhil Bharatiya Sharirik Pramukh 
during the 1990s are still fondly 
remembered by many Swayamsevaks. 
During this  p er io d,  he  sp ent 
considerable time working in the 
villages of Bihar. These experiences 
further deepened his connection with 
grassroots issues. In 2000, he became 
the Sarkaryawah and here too, he 
brought his unique way of working, 
handling the most complex of 
situations with ease and precision. 

I n  2 0 0 9,  h e  b e c a m e  t h e 
Sarsanghchalak and continues to 
work with great vibrancy. 

Being Sarsanghchalak is more than 
an organisational responsibility. 
Extraordinary individuals have 
defined this role through personal 
sacrifice, clarity of purpose and 
unshakable commitment to Maa 
Bharti. Mohan Ji, in addition to doing 
full justice to the enormity of the 
responsibility, has also brought to it 
his own strength, intellectual depth 
and empathetic leadership, all of 
which is inspired by the principle of 
Nation First. 

If I can think of two attributes 
Mohan Ji has held close to his heart 
and imbibed in his work style, they 
are continuity and adaptation. He 
has always steered the organisation 
through very complex currents, never 
compromising on the core ideology 
we are all proud of and at the same 
time addressing the evolving needs 
of society. He has a natural connect 
with the youth and thus has always 
focussed on integrating more 
youngsters with the Sangh Parivar. 
He is often seen engaging in public 
discourse and interacting with people, 
which has been very beneficial in 
today’s dynamic and digital world. 

Broadly speaking, Bhagwat Ji’s 
tenure will be considered the most 
transformative period in the 100-year 
journey of the RSS. From the change 
in uniform to the modifications in 
the Shiksha Vargs (training camps), 
several significant changes occurred 
under his leadership. 

I particularly remember his efforts 
during the Covid period, when 
humanity battled a once-in-a-lifetime 
pandemic. In those times, continuing 
the traditional RSS activities became 
challenging. Mohan Ji suggested 
increased usage of technology. In the 
context of the global challenges, he 
remained connected with global 

perspectives while developing 
institutional frameworks. 

At that time, all Swayamsevaks 
made every possible effort to reach 
out to those in need, while ensuring 
the safety of themselves and others. 
Medical camps were organised in 
several places. We also lost many of 
our hardworking Swayamsevaks, but 
such was the inspiration of Mohan Ji 
that their determination never wavered. 

Earlier this year, during the 
inauguration of the Madhav Netra 
Chikitsalaya in Nagpur, I had remarked 
that the RSS is like an Akshayavat, 
an eternal banyan tree that energises 
the national culture and collective 
consciousness of our nation. The 
roots of this Akshayavat are deep 
and strong because they are anchored 
in values. The dedication with which 
Mohan Bhagwat Ji has committed 
himself to nurturing and advancing 
these values is truly inspirational. 

Another admirable quality of Mohan 
Ji’s personality is his soft-spoken 
nature. He is blessed with an exceptional 
ability to listen. This trait ensures a 
deeper perspective and also brings a 
sense of sensitivity and dignity to 
his persona and leadership. 

Here, I also want to write about 
the keen interest he has always shown 
towards various mass movements. 
From Swachh Bharat Mission to Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao, he always urges 
the entire RSS family to add vigour 
through these movements. In order 
to further social well-being, Mohan 
Ji has given the ‘Panch Parivartan’, 
which includes social harmony, family 
values, environmental awareness, 
national selfhood and civic duties. 
These can inspire Indians from all 
walks of life. Every Swayamsevak 
dreams of seeing a strong and prosperous 
nation. To realise this dream, what is 
required is both clear vision and 
decisive action. Mohan Ji embodies 
both these qualities in abundance. 

He has always been a strong votary 
of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’, a 
firm believer in India’s diversity and 
the celebration of so many different 
cultures and traditions that are a part 
of our land. 

Beyond his busy schedule, Mohan 
Ji has always found time to pursue 
passions like music and singing. 
Few people know that he is very 
versatile in various Indian musical 
instruments. His passion for reading 
can be seen in several of his speeches 
and interactions. 

This year, in a few days from now, 
the RSS will turn 100. It is also a 
pleasant coincidence that this year, 
Vijaya Dashami, Gandhi Jayanti, Lal 
Bahadur Shastri Jayanti and the RSS 
centenary celebrations are on the 
same day. It will be a historic milestone 
for lakhs of people associated with 
the RSS in India and the world. And, 
we have a very wise and hardworking 
Sarsanghchalak in Mohan Ji, steering 
the organisation in these times. I will 
conclude by saying that Mohan Ji is 
a living example of Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam, showing that when 
we rise above boundaries and consider 
everyone as our own, it strengthens 
trust, brotherhood and equality in 
society. I once again wish Mohan Ji 
a long and healthy life in service of 
Maa Bharti. 

 
The writer is Prime Minister of India.

OCCASIONAL NOTE 
 
The jute market in Calcutta appears to have 
settled down to the position generally indicated 
by the official forecast. The forecast may or may 
not be accurate in detail, but it is admitted that 
the crop is going to be a short one, and the main 
question to be determined is, who is going to 
feel the pinch? Most of the Dundee mills are 
privately owned, and these together with their 
German competitors, could if they pleased cut 
the Gordian knot of high prices by closing down. 
In that case prices would fall and Calcutta mills 
would be able to replenish their stocks at a lower 
cost than is open to them at the present moment. 
They must, however, go on working whatever 
happens; and if the crop turns out to be as short 
as is feared, and if consumption of jute abroad 
is not checked, the local mills will simply have 
to buy jute and pay for it, so to say, through the 
nose. There is, however, many a slip between 
the cup of an official forecast and the lip of a 
completed jute season.

ACROSS 
 

1    Hero potentially 

good to czar 

catching virus (6,7) 

8    Rich ruler caught 

and hung in 

reorganisation (5-

2) 

9    Idiot and ice 

largely doing for 

this (7) 

11 Bad atmosphere 

when publisher 

punches fellow 

publisher? (3-6) 

12 Purge one recalled 

as the worst time 

(5) 

13 In reverse of 

normality, a bear 

market with ever-

rising prices  

(4) 

14  Half four at lido, 

train regularly with 

greater confidence 

(1,8) 

17  People reportedly 

unable to speak 

freely, Nijinsky 

among others (9) 

18  Elite in revolution 

deprived of a 

valuable estate? 

(4) 

20  Millionaire leaving 

his estate for 

good, born during 

Christmas (5) 

22  Lingerie on bed in 

Durham? (9) 

24  Marking certainly 

stops poet 

working (7) 

25  Refuse roubles 

Onegin brought to 

the west (7) 

26  Nice bloody vodka 

for one true love 

(7,6) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    Pen sad epic novel 

about 1Ac�s 26, 

leading character 

suffering this 

fate? (13) 

2    Coach shortened 

odds saddling 

thoroughbred  

(9) 

3    Say working men 

must lead state  

(6) 

4    Nothing 

happening? Close 

(3,2) 

5    Play�s opening 

leaves playwright 

bound to meddle 

(9) 

6    See about skinning 

cats; approach 

gradually (6,2) 

7    That hurt, 

Glaswegian 

hooligan admitted 

(5) 

10  Stoppage of tram 

maybe ill-starred, 

involving 1Ac  

(7,6) 

14  Mime artist 

clutches belly, 

absorbing one in 

character  

(3,6) 

15  Too ambitious 

removing clothing, 

lovers agree, 

shivering (9) 

16  Peg on a boat, 

Dicky to help at 

home (5,3) 

19  Arranged upper 

limits on losing 

love? (6) 

21  Gloomy book to 

exfiltrate for 

publication (5) 

23  Russian agreed 

communist rose to 

the challenge (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26

S A S H A Y F E A S I B L E
T E G V P R X
A S T E R N D E F I N I T E
N P E N N E T
D O O N E S B I T N E R V E
U I A U A S R
P A N I C A T T A C K
S T O T L E E B

C A L L I G R A P H Y
T V K E T I I
O N I C E F R Y I N G P A N
E R R I O H C
C A T H E T E R B R E A C H
A U L L M N E
P R E C L U D E S A T Y R S

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

YesterdayÊs Solution

P E R S P E C T I V E
100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman  
dated 11 September 1925
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The past cannot be cured
Elizabeth I

A citizenship test many Indians may not pass
PM announced the launch of a “high-powered demography” mission 
but did not clarify how the mission would work

In his Independence Day speech last 
month, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi warned the nation of a “grave 

concern and challenge”, which he ex-
plained “is part of a deliberate conspira-
cy” to alter the demography of the coun-
try. Obviously, he was referring to the 
issue of illegal immigrants. “Seeds of a 
new crisis are being sown. These in�l-
trators are snatching the livelihoods of 
our youth. These in�ltrators are target-
ing our sisters and daughters. This will 
not be tolerated.” To tackle this “new 
crisis” in the making, the PM announced 
the launch of a “high-powered demogra-
phy” mission but did not clarify how the 
mission would work. However, it is not 
di�cult to �gure out its modus operandi 
from past events, recent developments, 
and disparate actions already underway 
in parts of the country against “suspect-
ed in�ltrators”.

The question of “in�ltrators” is a highly 
emotive and contentious issue that keeps 
echoing in a play-pause-play repeat cycle 
every now and then, particularly during 
elections. While it is a problem that needs 
to be tackled in accordance with the law, 
the alarmist claims made by right-wing 
politicians about India becoming a home 
of alleged Bangladeshi and Rohingya in-
�ltrators are not backed by government 
data. Although the incentive to promote 
the in�ltrators’ narrative suits the majori-
tarian discourse, there is a perceptible rise 
in the harassment, humiliation, and cur-
tailment of the basic rights to life and live-
lihood of Bengali-speaking migrant labour 
working in some of the BJP-ruled states.

The hounding and dubbing of Benga-
li-speaking individuals as “Bangladesh-
is” and “illegal immigrants” implies that 
they are not citizens of India. Their strug-
gle to look for documents that might pro-
tect their vote and existence as Indians is 
upending many lives and tearing apart 
families. Finding their citizenship chal-
lenged, their quest for an identity and 
nationality is a pillar-to-post nightmare. 
As many of them face the prospects of 
being reduced to second-class citizens or 
stripped of citizenship altogether, some 
of the current battles over citizenship 
have reached the courts. However, if re-
cent court observations are anything to go 
by, the very documents these people are 
trying to collect to prove their citizenship 
may be of limited or of no use. The Bihar 

SIR, for example, makes it obvious.
Take the case of Babu Abdul Rauf 

Sardar, a man accused of illegally en-
tering India from Bangladesh and forg-
ing documents to claim citizenship. 
The Bombay High Court’s recent ruling 
in his case is loud and clear: “Merely 
having documents such as an Aadhaar 
card, PAN card or Voter ID does not, by 
itself, make someone a citizen of India.” 
These documents, Justice Amit Borkar 
said, are for identi�cation or accessing 
services, not for establishing national-
ity under the Citizenship Act, 1955. On 
the same day, the Supreme Court also 
backed the Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) in the Bihar SIR case, stating, 
“Aadhaar cannot be accepted as ‘con-
clusive proof of citizenship’ and must 
be independently veri�ed.”

Babu Abdul Rauf’s case is one 
among many of suspected immigrants 
living in slums, facing eviction, and 
getting desperate to prove they are In-
dians. Courts may be justi�ed in invok-
ing stringent conditions on in�ltrators, 
but government agencies or constitu-
tional institutions like the ECI are im-
posing those conditions on all ordinary 
Indians. This raises an important ques-
tion: what documents are needed to 
prove citizenship? Since to be a voter, 
one needs to be a citizen, where does 
one �nd evidence about one’s Indian 
citizenship? The government has so 
far not speci�ed what documents will 
be accepted to prove citizenship. This 
makes millions of poor and disadvan-
taged people face the citizenship test, 
which many may not pass.

In a reply to a question by a Lok Sab-
ha MP on August 5 relating to identity 
cards needed as “admissible proof” 
for citizenship, the government’s re-
sponse was: “The Citizenship Act, 1955, 
as amended in 2004, provides that the 
central government may compulsorily 
register every citizen of India and issue 
a national identity card to him. The pro-
cedure for the same has been laid down 
in the Citizenship (Registration of Cit-
izens and Issue of National Identity 
Card) Rules, 2003.” A week later, anoth-
er Lok Sabha member asked the gov-
ernment to specify the documents re-

quired to prove Indian citizenship. The 
government refrained from specifying 
valid IDs for citizenship, saying, “The 
citizenship of India is governed under 
the provisions of the Citizenship Act, 
1955, and the rules made thereunder.”

Leave aside the alleged illegal immi-
grants’ issue for a moment. If the state 
suspects you are not a citizen and the 
law places the burden on you to prove 
otherwise, what is the gold standard of 
citizenship proof if one does not have a 
birth certi�cate? When the government 
does not accept its own identity docu-
ments like Aadhaar, PAN and Voter ID, 
and the National Identity Card that it 
spoke about in Parliament does not ex-
ist, it is surprising that the government 
has not clari�ed what makes a citizen. 
The government has not created a 
single, secure ID that proves citizen-
ship but still demands evidence that it 
knows many Indians cannot provide. It 
is a surprise that a�er 78 years, India 
is still undecided on how to de�ne its 
own citizens.

Aadhaar was supposed to be the 
key to everything and is mandatory 
for practically a lot of things—from 
opening a bank account and renting 
or buying a house to �ling income tax. 
The same government that pushed 
Aadhaar as proof of existence and de-
fended it hard in the SC for sustaining 
the “unique identity” system is now 
saying it is not proof of citizenship. 
Then there is the Voter ID that has been 
the heartbeat of India’s electoral pro-
cess for decades but now is not good 
enough to get you on the voter list. The 
same goes for the PAN card. Only 2.5 
per cent of Indians have passports, just 
14.7 per cent have matriculation certif-
icates, and it is di�cult to guess how 
many Indians have birth certi�cates. 
The ECI’s own data, presented in court, 
shows that most Indians lack these 
documents. This means millions out 
of the 95 crore voters face uncertainty 
over their national identity.

In the light of the Bihar develop-
ment, whenever the process of SIR is 
carried out in other states, there is a 
potential risk of many Indians losing 
their voting rights. — FPJ

In the light 
of the Bihar 
development, 
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process of SIR 
is carried out 
in other states, 
there is a po-
tential risk of 
many Indians 
losing their vot-
ing rights
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a sunroof is not at all cool but a road 
safety nuisance and an invitation to dis-
aster. Such acts are completely illegal 
and the owner of the vehicle can face 
imprisonment for endangering the lives 
of passengers.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco

Too little too late
Nine years ago, Modi introduced GST 
(Good and Simple Tax according to him) 
at the stroke of midnight and expected 
that Indians would celebrate it as Free-
dom 2.0. Cut to 2025, he has pencilled 
in so-called ‘reforms’ in the tax system. 
Meanwhile, GST has, over the course 
of a decade, destroyed the job-creating 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) sector. A battered country will 
not be gung-ho about a situation where 
more than 90 crore out of a total of 148 
crore people are barely surviving on 
government dole.
Will this, our third freedom a�er the 

THE INBOX >> I
Is this not desecration?
Recently, the feast of ‘Our Lady of 
Vailankanni’ was celebrated across Goa. 
The faithful had also turned up in large 
numbers to pray to the Virgin Mary at the 
Maria Hall crossroads in Benaulim. A�er 
the feast, a large amount of trash, in-
cluding snack packets, polythene bags, 
polystyrene cups, etc., was found strewn 
behind the shrine.
This not only exhibits a lack of civic 
sense amongst the citizenry but also 
amounts to the desecration of a holy 
place. They say, “Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness,” but in this case, the oppo-
site holds true. Very sad and avoidable.

REKHA SARIN TREHAN, Benaulim

Standing through car sunroof 
not cool but dangerous
A video that has gone viral on social 
media shows a boy standing through the 
sunroof of a moving car in Bengaluru, 
striking his head on an overhead barrier 
and reportedly su�ering a serious head 
injury. Sunroofs, a feature available in 
luxury cars, are used to improve the driv-
ing experience by allowing in fresh air for 
ventilation and natural light, and provid-
ing an alternative to open windows.
However, misuse of sunroofs can be 
hazardous as it is fraught with danger. It 
is observed that in India many parents 
allow their children to stand out of the 
sunroof just for fun. Such a stunt from 
a moving car can lead to small stones 
hitting the face, including the eyes. Then 
there is the risk of bodily harm in case 
the moving car is forced to come to an 
abrupt halt.
Celebrities and politicians campaigning 
during elections are also to be blamed 
for such behaviour. They poke them-
selves out of sunroofs to greet their fans 
and supporters. Common people try to 
imitate their idols. Standing through 

�rst two in 1947 and 2017, make Indians 
jump with joy? It increasingly appears 
that these measures are only clever 
minor tweaks done with an eye on the 
upcoming Bihar elections, as the overall 
impact is going to be barely Rs 48,000 
crore; just clever accounting and window 
dressing at best. We have yet to see 
whether companies pass on the bene�ts 
to the common man or resort to fatten-
ing their bottom lines. These ‘historic’ 
reforms are going to make hardly any 
di�erence to our economy or consumer 
spending. It is too little, too late, the 
patient is already dead. But hey, let’s 
hail this as yet another masterstroke in 
Amritkaal.

VINAY DWIVEDI, Benaulim

Nepal crisis and the warning 
signs for India
The crisis in neighbouring Nepal should 
undoubtedly and seriously ring alarm 
bells in our country. Earlier, it was the 
uprising in Bangladesh which threw the 
country into chaos. Your Editorial gives 
good insight into the present situation 
in Nepal and also throws light on the 
implications for our own country.
There is seemingly wide discontent in 
our country in recent times over burning 
issues like inflation, rising prices of 
commodities, vegetables, medicines, 
unemployment, pollution, etc., which 
continue to seemingly remain on the 
back burner.
Rather, our politicians get into unim-
portant issues. Your Editorial has also 
given good insight into the importance 
and impact social media platforms 
like WhatsApp, X, etc., can have in any 
country. Social media has the power to 
change things because it has a wide 
reach. One only wishes we could bring 
about positive change in the country 
through social media.

MELVILLE X D’SOUZA, Mumbai

Power Dept must stop exploiting consumers
It is shameful that people in Goa cannot pay their electricity bills 
online because the electricity department’s website has been 
down for the last four months. Citizens are forced to stand in 
long queues while the government keeps talking about “Digital 
India”. Instead of �xing the issue, the electricity department 
keeps making new rules that burden the public. Streetlights are 
o�en le� on all day, wasting energy, while many others do not 
work at all. Yet, in the name of “development”, the government 
is draining the pockets of the common man. Everything is taxed 
and paid for with public money, but the credit is taken by the 
electricity department, the government of Goa, and politicians. 
Even during billing, if a dog happens to be at a house, the bill 
collector marks “DP” (dog present) and enters random readings, 
o�en raising the bill amount unfairly. When will the people of 
Goa be free from such harassment? The electricity department 
should �x the online bill payment problem without delay and 
stop exploiting the public for basic facilities.

RONNIE DSOUZA, Chandor

OPEN SPACE >> 

CM must face hard truths  
on Goa’s real future

On the opposition to the IIT project at Codar in Shiroda, Goa CM Dr Pra-
mod Sawant, while criticising the protests, said, “Think of the future of 
our children.” This struck a chord with me, as I am sure it did with many 

parents. But I question the sincerity of his words. Why does this concern not 
arise when he and his ministers are allowing illegalities to take place? On an-
other point, if the CM is so con�dent about bringing the IIT to Goa (and while I 
agree in principle with the idea of an IIT, Goans have genuine concerns which 
his government refuses to acknowledge), then why not propose setting it up in 
his own constituency Sanquelim? Let the people in his power base decide. That 
may reveal some hard truths which the CM and his colleagues may �nally be 
forced to face.

ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

L and-grab and fraud cases are making headlines once again in 
Goa. On Wednesday, the Directorate of Enforcement (ED) un-
earthed an illegal land-grabbing racket worth over Rs 1,200 
crore. What makes this case shocking is the fact that the ac-
cused illegally mutated more than 3.5 lakh sq mts of prime Co-

munidade lands in Anjuna, Assagao, and other parts of Goa. On Tues-
day, coastal Anjuna and Assagao were in the news as ED swooped 
down on several individuals  simultaneously at multiple locations, 
including the residence of an Anjuna panchayat member and the resi-
dence and o�ce of a businessman over land-fraud charges. 

The reality that land worth crores has been wrongfully acquired, 
sold, and concealed through falsi�ed genealogies and altered records 
points to a systemic issue rooted in collaboration with “insiders”. 
Prima facie, the loopholes in the mutation and ownership processes 
stand exposed. The recent raids have, to a large extent, exposed Goa’s 
dark underbelly, but in the process, the systemic �aws have also been 
exposed. These raids not only highlight the extent of corruption but 
also raise crucial concerns regarding the e�ectiveness of law enforce-
ment and the pressing need to fast-track justice delivery.

The ED’s earlier crackdown was on �nancial fraud involving coun-
terfeit gold items, loan scams totalling Rs 2.63 crore, and extensive 
money laundering connected to gambling and casino activities. The 
agency also detected fake gold ornaments, where white metal was 
coated to mimic gold. The complex trail of loans secured through the 
pledging of fake gold, with funds diverted to various organisations, 
shows how well-knit the network is. The apprehension of a legisla-
tor tied to casino-related betting operations, alongside the seizure of 
cash, foreign currency, and properties, further exposes how deeply 
these unlawful activities are interwoven into Goa’s socio-economic 
framework.

What becomes evident from these operations is a trend of auda-
cious fraud, frequently shielded by a network of local land ma�as, 
political collusion, and corrupt o�cials. The “insider” holds the key 
to such dubious deals, as past cases have shown. Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant last month stated that six government o�cials had been 
arrested in land fraud cases, including Mamlatdars, Sub-Registrars, 
and personnel from the Department of Archaeology. The SIT regis-
tered 30 cases and arrested a total of 75 individuals, including 12 re-
peat o�enders, as of August 2025. If we may recall, in 2023, the SIT 
arrested a retired Canacona sub-registrar for his alleged role in a mul-
ti-crore land fraud. 

On the �ip side, numerous accused land grabbers and fraudsters 
have enjoyed a sense of immunity for years, with cases dragging on, 
thereby allowing them relief. This chronic delay undermines public 
faith in the justice system vis-à-vis land grab cases, fosters a sense 
of powerlessness among genuine landowners, and fails to set de-
terrents. The scale of land-related issues that are unresolved accen-
tuates the urgent need for judicial reforms. Establishing fast-track 
courts dedicated speci�cally to land disputes, �nancial crimes, and 
property fraud could give meaning to this crackdown. Only through 
the swi� resolution of these cases can public con�dence be reinstated 
and the cycle of land-grabbing disrupted.

Lastly, the government must prioritise the digitisation of land re-
cords, introduce stringent veri�cation procedures, and enhance 
transparency in property transactions. The systemic gaps that ena-
ble fraudsters to manipulate land records—such as absentee owners, 
accommodating notaries, and compromised revenue o�ces—must 
be closed through modern technology and vigilant monitoring. The 
current developments serve as a crucial reminder that merely un-
earthing fraud and arresting individuals are not enough. These make 
good headlines. The unlawful activities will persist and erode our so-
cio-economic structure if we don’t introspect and �ll the gaps. 

Series of ED raids
expose Goa’s
dark underbelly

Thursday September 11, 2025

ALI CHOUGULE

>The writer is a 
senior independ-
ent Mumbai-based 
journalist



preme Court judge Justice 
B. Sudershan Reddy, who 
secured 300 votes.

Announcing the result, 
Rajya Sabha Secretary Gen-
eral and Returning Officer 
PC Mody said that 767 out 
of 781 MPs cast their votes, 
marking a turnout of 98.2%. 
Of these, 752 ballots were 
valid, while 15 were invalid, 
lowering the required ma-
jority to 377 first-preference 
votes.

While the NDA had the 
support of 427 MPs on pa-

per, it also received backing 
from 11 MPs of the YSRCP. 
Interestingly, Radhakrish-
nan secured 14 votes more 
than expected, prompting 
speculation of cross-voting 
from the Opposition.

Following the announce-
ment of results, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
congratulated CP Rad-
hakrishnan and expressed 
confidence in his leadership.

“Congratulations to Thiru 
CP Radhakrishnan Ji on 
winning the 2025 Vice Pres-
idential election. His life has 
always been devoted to serv-

ing society and empowering 
the poor and marginalised. 
I am confident that he will 
be an outstanding VP, who 
will strengthen our Consti-
tutional values and enhance 
Parliamentary discourse,” 
the Prime Minister wrote 
on X.

Furthermore, 13 MPs 
abstained from voting in 
the election. These include 
seven MPs from the Biju 
Janata Dal (BJD), four from 
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS), one MP from the Shi-
romani Akali Dal (SAD) and 
one Independent MP.

Radhakrishnan to take oath on Sept 12 Nepal boils against corruption

Protests greet Macron’s 
new PM amid budget cut 

India-US trade talks hold potential

Ex-cj Sushila tipped to lead govt 

Allies must be open to new ties
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discussions at the earliest. 
I am also looking forward 
to speaking with President 
Trump. We will work to-
gether to secure a brighter, 
more prosperous future for 
both our people,” Modi said 
in his post.

The Prime Minister’s re-
marks followed a statement 
by Trump on Tuesday (lo-
cal time) via Truth Social, 
where the US President said 
he was pleased that talks 
to resolve trade frictions 
were continuing. Trump 
said he was confident the 
negotiations would reach 
a “successful conclusion” 
and underlined his intent 
to speak with Modi in the 
coming weeks.
“I am pleased to announce 
that India and the United 
States of America are con-
tinuing negotiations to ad-
dress the Trade Barriers 

between our two Nations. 
I look forward to speaking 
with my very good friend, 
Prime Minister Modi, in 
the upcoming weeks. I feel 
certain that there will be 
no difficulty in coming to 
a successful conclusion for 
both of our Great Countries,” 
Trump wrote.

The latest exchange comes 
days after Trump described 
the India-US ties as a “very 
special relationship” and 
emphasised that he and 
Modi would “always be 
friends,” even while ex-
pressing displeasure over 
India’s current trade deci-
sions.

At a White House event on 
Friday, Trump was asked by 
ANI if he was ready to reset 
ties with India. He replied, 

“I always will. I’ll always be 
friends with (PM) Modi. 
He’s a great Prime Minis-
ter. I’ll always be friends, 
but I just don’t like what he 

is doing at this particular 
moment. But India and the 
United States have a very 
special relationship. There 
is nothing to worry about. 
We just have moments on 
occasion.”

In response, Modi on Sat-
urday had warmly acknowl-
edged Trump’s comments, 
saying he “deeply appreci-
ates and fully reciprocates” 
the US President’s senti-
ments. The Prime Minister 
also described bilateral 
relations as “forward-look-
ing” and directed towards a 

“Comprehensive and Global 
Strategic Partnership.”
“Deeply appreciate and 
fully reciprocate President 
Trump’s sentiments and 
positive assessment of our 
ties. India and the US have 
a very positive and forward-
looking Comprehensive and 
Global Strategic Partner-
ship,” Modi said in his ear-
lier post.

Nord station in Paris, but 
were repelled. Demonstra-
tions and attempted block-
ades were also reported 
outside Parisian secondary 
schools and in cities like 
Rennes and Montpellier.

At Lavoisier School in 
Paris, nearly 100 masked 
students protested with 
placards reading: “We are 
blocking because we care 
about our mental health”. 
“To fill their coffers, Bayrou 
is picking our pockets”

Medical staff also joined 
the protests, striking over 
budget cuts and deteriorat-
ing working conditions.

Police used tear gas in 
multiple cities to disperse 
crowds blocking roads. In 
Lyon, protesters set fire to 
bins and blocked highways, 
while masked groups in 

Paris suburbs built bar-
ricades and threw rubbish 
at officers. Authorities de-
ployed 80,000 police na-
tionwide to maintain order.

French Interior Minister 
Bruno Retailleau confirmed 
that nearly 200 arrests had 
been made by midday. De-
spite the protests, traffic on 
the Peripherique ring road 
around Paris remained 
“virtually unaffected”, ac-
cording to France 24.

In Nantes, police again 
used tear gas, while in Lyon, 
a protester named Florent 
criticised Macron’s appoint-
ment of Lecornu as a “slap in 
the face.”

Socialist Party leader Ol-
ivier Faure urged Lecornu to 
renounce the use of Article 
49.3 of the French Constitu-
tion, which allows the gov-
ernment to pass laws with-
out a parliamentary vote.

parties will have to work 
for that.  He even maintained 
that during the seat sharing 
talks, the seats need to be 
divided in such a way that 
good and strong seats as 
well as weak seats also go in 
all alliance partners quota to 
work strongly. 

The Congress also main-
tained that it has asked the 
block level organisations 
to share the names of the 
probable candidates with 
the party state leadership by 

September 14 and then state 
election committee will have 
a meeting on September 16.

Allavaru said that the 
first formal meeting of the 
Screening Committee will 
take place on September 19.

Allavaru, while responding 
to a question on if Tejashwi 
Yadav is the chief ministerial 
candidate for Bihar, said that 
the people of the state will 
elect their new chief minister 
in the polls.

The party leaders also 
maintained that soon the 
party will come out with 

the joint manifesto for Bihar. 
A party leader maintained 

that the Congress has already 
formed the Manifesto Com-
mittee three months ago. 

The party leader said that 
the joint manifesto is being 
given the final touch and af-
ter that a joint campaign will 
be launched on all the 243 as-
sembly seats in the state.

The Congress in the last as-
sembly polls had contested 
on 70 out of 243 assembly 
seats in 2020. The Congress 
had managed to win 19 seats 
in 2020 assembly polls. 

Have Congress and SP 
run out of issues?

Q3. 

The survey on Nepal’s political crisis reveals deep concerns 
about instability. 56% believe military rule will continue 
despite the coup, while 52% blame corruption for recur-

ring turmoil. Opinions are divided on foreign influence, 
but 55% think India’s regional role will be affected. Nota-
bly, 57% see Nepal’s Gen-Z protests shaping history.

38% believe Nepal will form a new government 
despite post-coup violence.62% believe that Congress and SP run out of issues
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Q1. 
Is the ‘Kalyug ke 

Bhagwan’ poster in Rae 
Bareli a political stunt?

Q3. 
Did the coup in Nepal 
happen at the behest 

of foreign powers?

 Q2. 
Why are coups in Nepal following the same 
pattern as in India’s neighborhood?

 Q2. 
Is the political controversy 
over SP supporter’s 
poster justified?

 Q4. 
Has the India Bloc’s 
‘vote theft’ issue 
lost steam?

	 Yes, absolutely	    Not at all            Cannot say

	 Yes, absolutely	    Not at all            Cannot say

	 Corruption is a major reason

   Influence of foreign powers

    Cannot say

  Yes, absolutely

  Absolutely not

  Can’t say

Before Rahul Gandhi’s two-day Rae 
Bareli visit, banners depicting oppo-
sition leaders as deities sparked con-

troversy. The posters, installed by SP 
leader Rahul Nirmal Baghi, labeled 
Tejashwi Yadav as Brahma, Rahul 

Gandhi as Vishnu, and Akhilesh Ya-
dav as Mahesh. This move triggered 
intense political debates.

 Q4. 
Will the recent coup in Nepal 
affect India’s political and 
diplomatic influence in 
neighboring countries?

67%
22%

11%

Q1. 
Even after the coup, violence 

continues in Nepal. What 
will be the future?
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But this rebellion is not just 
because of a social media 
ban. It is the spark from 
years of built-up corruption, 
favouritism, and economic 
inequality that is now trying 
to burn the whole country. 
Let’s take a deep look at the 
real reasons for this rebel-
lion, the forces behind it, 
and Nepal’s future.

The roots of the rebellion 
are deep in Nepal’s politi-
cal and economic system. 
Corruption has spread like 
an epidemic in the country. 
According to Transparency 
International reports, Nepal 
is one of the most corrupt 
countries in Asia. Political 
leaders and their families 
treat government resources 
like their own property. For 
example, the recent Pokhara 
Airport scam and fake refu-
gee scandal made headlines. 
Billions of dollars in govern-
ment money were stolen, but 

no action was taken against 
the guilty. The young gen-
eration, especially Gen-Z, is 
fed up with this inequality. 
Unemployment rate is over 
20 percent, and millions of 
youth are forced to work 
abroad. They support the 
country’s economy through 
remittances. But what about 
at home? Children of politi-
cal families enjoy luxury cars 
and foreign vacations, while 
ordinary Nepalis struggle 
for basic needs like health, 
education, and jobs. On so-
cial media, the ‘Nepo Kids’ 
campaign fuelled this anger, 
where pictures of leaders’ 
kids’ lavish lives went viral. 
[20]  [22]

When and how did this 
rebellion start? At the end 
of August 2025, the govern-
ment banned 26 social media 
platforms like Facebook, In-
stagram, and TikTok. They 
claimed it was to stop fake 
news and fraud. But pro-
testers say it was a tool for 

censorship to silence voices 
against corruption. In cities 
like Kathmandu, Pokhara, 
and Itahari, thousands of 
students and youth came out 
on the streets, holding books 
in school uniforms. These 
protests were peaceful at first 
but quickly turned violent 
when police fired guns and 
19 people were killed. In re-
sponse, protesters set fire to 
the parliament building, gov-
ernment offices, and leaders’ 
homes. Oli’s Communist 
Party and Nepali Congress 
coalition government could 
not handle this uproar, and 
Oli had to resign.

Now the question is, who 
is behind this rebellion? 
Mainly, it is a spontaneous 
revolt by Gen-Z youth who 
are tired of political parties. 
But some analysts see out-
side forces involved. Nepal is 
a buffer zone between India 
and China, and its instability 
worries both big neighbours. 
Some reports mention ‘deep 

state’ or American influence, 
which was uncomfortable 
with Oli’s pro-China policies. 
Oli had increased disputes 
with India by issuing new 
maps of Nepal and pushed 
forward China’s Belt and 
Road Initiative. India fears 
that in an unstable Nepal, 
ISI or Chinese spy agencies 
could become active. Some 
also say the rebellion is 
linked to demands for restor-
ing the monarchy, because 
since the monarchy ended in 
2008, 14 governments have 
fallen in Nepal. However, the 
main force is the youth, who 
are sick of corruption.

What will happen to Ne-
pal’s future? In the short 
term, there is a risk of 
chaos. The army has been 
deployed on the streets, 
curfew is imposed, and 
Kathmandu airport was 
closed. The economic dam-
age is huge: Tourism, a big 
part of the country’s GDP, 
has stopped. If remittances 

are affected, the economy 
could collapse. Politically, 
there will be efforts to form 
a new government, but the 
instability of coalitions will 
continue. Some people are 
demanding the return of 
the monarchy for stabil-
ity, but Communist parties 
will oppose it. If the rebel-
lion continues, there could 
be more violence in Nepal, 
and outside powers might 
interfere. But if reforms 
happen—like controlling 
corruption and giving jobs to 
youth—it could be a new be-
ginning. Nepal needs strong 
institutions and transparent 
governance now, or this cri-
sis will get deeper.

This rebellion has proven 
that no country drowning 
in the fire of corruption can 
stay calm for long. Nepal’s 
youth will not sit quietly 
anymore; they want change, 
and the world has to see if 
this change will be creative 
or destructive.

to step down, triggering 
the need for an interim 
administration. As per 
sources, restrictive orders 
have been issued nation-
wide, and a curfew re-
mains in place until 6 AM 
Thursday. The names of 
Sushila Karki, Kathmandu 
Mayor Balendra Shah, and 
former electricity board 
CEO Kulman Ghising are 
reportedly being consid-
ered by the protesting 
youth-led “Gen Z” move-
ment to lead a caretaker 
government. Local media 
reports indicate that Karki 
has gained strong support 

from this group.
In a statement, the army 

said the measures were ne-
cessitated to curb possible 
incidents of looting, arson, 
and other destructive ac-
tivities “under the guise of 
agitation”.

The army warned that 
any form of demonstra-
tions, vandalism, arson, 
or attacks on individuals 
and property during the 
restrictive period would 
be treated as criminal 
acts and dealt with ac-
cordingly. Kathmandu’s 
Tribhuvan International 
Airport resumed opera-
tions Wednesday evening, 

24 hours after it was shut 
down due to escalating 
protests.

The Gen Z-led protest, 
which erupted on Septem-
ber 8, began in Kathman-
du and quickly spread to 
major cities like Pokhara, 
Butwal, and Birgunj. The 
protests were triggered by 
a government ban on major 
social media platforms, cit-
ing tax and cybersecurity 
concerns. The movement, 
driven primarily by stu-
dents and young citizens, is 
demanding greater trans-
parency, accountability, 
and an end to political fa-
voritism.
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I have read many works that 
claim to be “political thrill-
ers.” Most are entertainment, 
designed to pass the time. 
‘Ikhtitam’ is different. It un-
settles. Because behind the 
names and the changed de-
tails, one can sense the echo 
of real files, real choices, and 
real costs.

The book begins with elec-
tions—but not the routine 
kind. The narrative shows 
how politics, security, and 
foreign hands can tangle 
until no one is sure who is 
running the game. A party 
leader chasing power, intel-
ligence whispers of terror 
plots, money flowing in 
strange ways, and the con-
stant suspicion of betrayal—
it is all there.

What struck me most is 
not the action itself but the 
mood: the sense that danger 
is never far, and that deci-
sions taken in small rooms 
can tilt the fate of a nation.

You can see the author has 
spent years reporting on 
politics and intelligence — 
the detail doesn’t come from 
imagination alone. The book 
claims that it is inspired by 
real people and real events- 
on this I left the readers to 
judge rather than give a con-
firmation or a denial.

The writing has the disci-
pline of field notes. Meetings 
in cramped flats, shadow 
sources, the uneasy talk 
with retired officers—all of 
this has the smell of truth. 
Fiction, yes, but not invented 
out of thin air. It is written 
by someone who has walked 
close to the fire.

The characters are not 
easy to judge. Krishna, the 
leader at the centre, is no 

saint. His fight against cor-
ruption and terror comes 
with compromises—funds 
from questionable sources, 
allies with shadows of their 
own. Mrinal, the journalist-
turned-operator, carries 
loyalty but also doubt. Even 
the retired intelligence man, 
drawn back for one last op-
eration, is not shown as a 
flawless mentor.

This greyness is the 
strength of the book. Real 
life is like that. In the field, 
there are no clean hands, 
only degrees of necessity.

Some parts read larger 
than life, especially the clos-
ing sections with nuclear 
terror threat.

For a reader who has lived 
through actual crises, the 
speed and scale may feel 

heightened. Yet the message 
holds. The book reminds us 
that we cannot take stabil-
ity for granted. One missed 
signal, one leak, one compro-
mise—and the price can be 
unbearable.

For me, Ikhtitam is less 
about whether every plot de-
tail is “believable” and more 
about what it says of our 
times: that politics and secu-
rity can no longer be separat-
ed, that foreign intelligence 
games are constant, and that 
even well-intentioned lead-
ers can be trapped by am-
bition and fear.The author 
has done something rare—
turned the unspoken into a 
story the public can grasp. It 
is not a comfortable read. It 
should not be.
Reviewed by a former insider

It is often said that 
India’s economy beats 
inside every kitchen, 

every bazaar, and every 
small saving a homemaker 
makes. From September 
22, GST 2.0 brings that 
heartbeat closer to relief 
and cheer. With slabs 
reduced to just two, and 
daily essentials like food, 
shampoo,  detergents, 
and personal care items 
becoming cheaper, this 
reform is not merely a tax 
cut. It is a lived experience 
for millions of women who 
stretch every rupee to run 
their households.    

Picture Sunita, a mother 
of two in a small town in 
Haryana. Every month, she 

carefully plans her grocery 
list: cooking oil, atta, milk, 
soap, biscuits for her chil-
dren, a packet of shampoo 
for herself. Until now, she 
often found herself com-
promising, choosing be-
tween a brand she trusted 
and one that was affordable. 
But with GST 2.0, many of 
these items will cost less. 
Her monthly basket will 
suddenly feel lighter on her 
wallet, leaving her with a 
small but meaningful sur-
plus. Perhaps now, she can 
set aside a little more for 
her daughter’s tuition, or 
buy that extra packet of dry 
fruits she always wanted 
for the family’s health. This 
is where reform touches 
lives—it transforms con-
sumption into confidence.

At the heart of GST 2.0 lies 
a dramatic simplification: 
the old 12% and 28% slabs 
have been scrapped in fa-
vour of a streamlined dual-
rate system of 5% and 18%, 
with a 40% levy reserved 
for luxury and sin goods. 
For the common man, this 
means cheaper essentials, 
affordable healthcare, low-
er costs of education tools 

and appliances, and more 
money in hand to spend. 
For farmers, reduced taxa-
tion on agricultural inputs 
eases costs, increases prof-
itability, and strengthens 
the rural economy. For the 
middle class, a simplified 
structure lowers day-to-day 
expenses, directly boost-
ing purchasing power. It 
is a reform designed to en-
sure that no group is left 
behind—it touches every 
household, every village, 
every sector.

India’s 63 million Micro, 
Small, and Medium Enter-
prises (MSMEs)—the true 
engines of job creation—are 
also among the biggest win-
ners. For too long, these 
enterprises struggled with 
complex paperwork, high 
tax burdens, and cash flow 
bottlenecks. By lowering 
input costs, easing com-
pliance, and stimulating 
consumer demand, GST 
2.0 empowers them to com-
pete, expand, and innovate. 
Stronger MSMEs mean 
more jobs, higher incomes, 
and deeper penetration of 
entrepreneurship in rural 
and semi-urban India. The 
ripple effects will be felt in 
every marketplace and ev-
ery family’s income.

Perhaps the most progres-
sive step is in healthcare. 
The reduction of GST on 
medical technology items 
from 12% to 5% has the 
power to transform access 
to diagnostics and devices, 

ensuring preventive care 
becomes affordable and 
accessible. A consistent, 
lower-tax approach across 
preventive, curative, and 
rehabilitative healthcare 
reduces disparities and ex-
pands early detection mech-
anisms. This is reform with 

a human face—one that 
places Swasth Bharat at the 
core of Samriddh Bharat.

Equally important, GST 
2.0 strengthens India’s fis-
cal and economic architec-
ture. Simplified rates and 
processes bring predict-
ability and transparency, 

critical for attracting invest-
ment and driving industrial 
growth. Supply chains will 
be more efficient, entrepre-
neurs and investors will 
operate in a pro-growth 
environment, and domestic 
consumption will expand 
as households feel relief. It 
is a strategic recalibration 
of India’s fiscal policy—
balancing immediate relief 
with long-term sustainabili-
ty—proving that reform can 
be both fiscally responsible 
and socially progressive.

The brilliance of GST 2.0 
lies in its universality. From 
agriculture to manufac-
turing, from healthcare to 

education, from startups to 
large industries—everyone 
benefits. Women-led busi-
nesses and youth-driven en-
terprises, in particular, will 
thrive under lower costs 
and simpler compliance. As 
festivals approach, GST 2.0 
is like a timely gift. House-
holds can celebrate with a 
fuller thali and a freer spirit. 
The woman of the house—
always the first economist of 
the family—will finally feel 
the relief of a government 
policy that listens to her 
daily struggles.

Over the last 11 years, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has consistently de-

livered reforms that place 
India on a stronger footing. 
From the first rollout of GST 
in 2017 to today’s simplified, 
futuristic framework, India 
has moved from fragmented 
taxation to a unified, citizen-
friendly system. GST 2.0 is 
not just a historic milestone 
in tax reform—it is a mile-
stone in governance itself, 
showing how coopera-
tive federalism can deliver 
transformative results.

GST 2.0 will be remem-
bered as more than revised 
tax rates. It is a reform of 
lives and livelihoods, a cata-
lyst for national progress. 
It empowers households, 
energises industries, revit-
alises MSMEs, strengthens 
healthcare, and restores 
confidence in the economy. 
Above all, it restores dig-
nity to the woman who 
runs her home, ensuring 
her children’s needs are 
never compromised and 
her dreams never delayed. 
Under Prime Minister Mo-
di’s leadership, governance 
is not about numbers—it is 
about people.

GST 2.0 is about dignity 
in every household, confi-
dence in every woman, and 
hope in every family that 
tomorrow will be a little 
easier, a little brighter, and 
a lot more secure.
Rekha Sharma, Member of 
Parliament, Rajya Sabha, 
and former Chairperson, Na-
tional Commission for Women 
(NCW)

A Lighter Basket, A Stronger Home: How GST 2.0 
Touches the Life of Every Indian Woman

A story that cuts too close: 
Review of ‘Ikhtitam’

Education as a soft power tool 
of foreign policy

opinion
Rekha Sharma

opinion
Dr. Sarita Jain

The reduction of GST on medical 
technology items from 12% to 5% has the 
power to transform access to diagnostics 
and devices, ensuring preventive care 
becomes affordable and accessible.

book review

In  the  contemporary 
global age, the concept of 
soft power, enunciated by 
Joseph Nye, has become a 
key aspect of international 
relations. Soft power indi-
cates the ability of a nation 
to attract and influence 
others through persuasion 
and cultural appeal rather 
than coercion or economic 
enticement. Amid the vari-
ous instruments of soft 
power—culture, political 
values, diplomacy—educa-
tion occupies a central place. 
India, a civilisational state 
renowned for its intellectual 
and spiritual traditions, has 
historically leveraged edu-
cation as a soft power tool, 
and it is gaining strategic 
importance in the 21st cen-
tury.

The educational heritage 
of India has for centuries 
been a beacon for scholars 
across the globe. Ancient 
universities such as Nalanda 
and Takshashila attracted 
learners from far and wide, 
thereby establishing In-
dia’s reputation as a hub of 
knowledge and learning. In 
modern times, this legacy is 
reflected in India’s expand-
ing higher education land-
scape and the international 
recognition of institutions 
such as the Indian Institutes 
of Technology (IITs) and In-
dian Institutes of Manage-
ment (IIMs). These institu-

tions, along with a highly 
skilled émigré community 
of scholars, scientists, and 
technocrats, have strength-
ened India’s image as a glob-
al knowledge power.

Furthermore, India’s intel-
lectual exports—Sanskrit, 
Yoga, and Ayurveda—have 
gained global prominence, 
not only as academic sub-
jects but also as instruments 
of wellness and lifestyle. Ini-
tiatives like the Internation-
al Day of Yoga, the estab-
lishment of AYUSH Chairs 
in foreign universities, and 
cultural exchanges denote 
India’s conscious effort to 
leverage its educational and 
cultural capital as tools of 
diplomacy. India’s foreign 
policy increasingly embod-
ies education as a deliberate 
soft power strategy. Pro-
grammes such as the Indi-
an Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (ITEC) scheme 
and the ‘Study in India’ ini-
tiative encourage students 
from Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America to pursue educa-
tion in India. The provision 
of educational opportunities 
for foreign students is one of 
the most important instru-
ments of a state’s soft power 
(Cowen and Arsenault, 
2008, p. 10). Government-
sponsored scholarships 
and capacity-building pro-
grammes create a network 
of foreign alumni who often 

rise to leadership roles in 
their respective countries, 
cultivating goodwill and en-
hancing bilateral relations.

The New Education Policy 
(NEP 2020) also emphasiz-
es the internationalization 
of Indian higher education. 
Foreign universities are 
being invited to establish 
campuses in India, while 
Indian institutions are en-
couraged to expand collabo-
rations, faculty exchanges, 
and research partnerships 
abroad. Such steps, apart 
from elevating India’s aca-
demic profile, also promote 
people-to-people diplo-
macy, which serves as a 
cornerstone of sustainable 
foreign relations. Globally, 
nations such as the United 
States, the United Kingdom, 
and China have long recog-

nized the strategic utility of 
education. The Fulbright 
Program, British Council 
scholarships, and Confu-
cius Institutes exemplify 
how education shapes glob-
al perceptions and builds 
enduring cultural bridges. 
India’s approach, more-
over, stands apart, drawing 
strength from its pluralism, 
democratic ethos, and free-
dom of intellectual pursuit. 
Despite these advantages, 
certain challenges remain. 
India’s institutions often 
face global ranking hurdles, 
infrastructural deficits, and 
bureaucratic complexities 
that hinder international 
student enrollment. It is 
critical to address these 
gaps through enhance-
ment of quality, regulatory 
reforms, and stronger aca-

demic branding. Moreover, 
India’s widespread use of 
English as a medium of in-
struction provides a unique 
edge in attracting students 
from non-English-speaking 
countries seeking global op-
portunities.

Education emerges as a 
sustainable, ethical, and 
deeply impactful tool of di-
plomacy in a world where 
influence is increasingly 
measured by the ability to 
inspire rather than domi-
nate. The civilisational 
depth of India, its democrat-
ic values, and educational 
strengths offer a compel-
ling narrative of soft power. 
By strategically aligning its 
educational outreach with 
foreign policy objectives, 
India can nurture global 
goodwill, foster enduring 
partnerships, and reinforce 
its position as a vishwa gu-
ru—a teacher to the world.

Dr. Sarita Jain, Professor, De-
partment of English, Govern-
ment College Chaksu, Jaipur. 
(Raj)

Foreign universities are being invited to establish 
campuses in India, while Indian institutions are 
encouraged to expand collaborations, faculty 
exchanges, and research partnerships abroad.
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Evolution of 
divorce laws: 
From Rukhmabai’s 
historic case to 
modern reforms

 A child bride defied tradition, won her freedom, and returned as a pioneering doctor who inspired legal reform.

When Dadaji Bhikaji and his family asked Rukhmabai to move into his home, she refused—
and her stepfather supported her decision. Wikimedia Commons

Divorce laws around 
the world have 
transformed dra-

matically from the 19th cen-
tury to the present, reflect-
ing shifts in societal values 
and the quest for gender 
equality. In India, the jour-
ney from the first legal di-
vorce of a Hindu woman – 
Dr. Rukhmabai Raut in the 
1880s – to today’s multifac-
eted divorce laws illustrates 
how legal reforms often fol-
low courageous individuals 
and changing social norms. 
This article traces the trajec-
tory of divorce law in India, 
examines key legal reforms 
and landmark cases, and 
compares global practices, 
especially regarding how 
assets are divided (who gets 
“half of everything”) after a 
divorce. By exploring why 
judges decided cases the 
way they did, and quot-
ing their words or those 
of the people involved, we 
can understand how legal 
reasoning and social pres-
sures have shaped modern 
divorce laws. 

Rukhmabai Raut: 
India’s first legal 
divorce case 
(1880s)
In 1885, Rukhmabai Raut 
became the first Hindu 
woman in India to legally 
obtain a divorce, after a 
protracted court battle that 
challenged orthodox norms. 
Married at age 11 to Dadaji 
Bhikaji (then 19), Rukhma-
bai had continued to live 
with her widowed mother 
and stepfather, pursuing 
education – an unusual 
path for a girl in 19th-cen-
tury India. When her hus-
band eventually demanded 
she move into his home, 
Rukhmabai flatly refused. 
Dadaji sued for “restitution 
of conjugal rights,” seeking 
a court order to compel his 
wife to live with him.

The Bombay High Court 
case Bhikaji v. Rukhmabai 
(1885) attracted widespread 
attention. Justice Robert 
Pinhey, who first heard the 
case, stunned society by 
siding with Rukhmabai. 
He ruled that English prec-
edents on conjugal rights 
did not apply to a marriage 
contracted in “helpless in-
fancy” and held that “he 
could not compel a young lady” 
(Rukhmabai) to cohabit 
against her wil. In other 
words, a child marriage 
lacking adult consent could 
not be enforced – a radical 
notion in that era. Pinhey’s 
progressive decision pro-
voked fierce backlash from 
conservative voices, who ac-
cused him of attacking Hin-
du customs. Under pres-
sure, the case was retried in 
1887 before Justice Farran, 
who took a more orthodox 
view. Justice Farran ordered 

Rukhmabai to “go live with 
her husband or face six 
months’ imprisonment”, 
effectively upholding the 
husband’s marital rights.

Rather than submit, 
Rukhmabai bravely told 
the court she would rather 
go to jail. “Rukhmabai re-
sponded that she would rather 
face imprisonment than obey 
the verdict,” noted one ac-
count. Her defiance made 
headlines in India and even 
in Britain, igniting debates 
on women’s rights and 
child marriage. The young 
woman also took her cause 
to the press, writing bold 
letters under the pseud-
onym “A Hindu Lady.” In 
one such letter to The Times 
of India, Rukhmabai vividly 
described her plight: “The 
brutal custom of child-mar-
riage had deprived all happi-
ness of my life. It is a stumbling 
block in the two things which I 
regarded to be most important 
– my education, and nurturing 
of my mind as per my expecta-
tion. I am isolated for no fault 
of mine”. This heartfelt ap-
peal for freedom and edu-
cation struck a chord with 
reformers and the public. A 
support campaign formed, 
and ultimately Rukhmabai 
appealed to Queen Victoria 
in Britain for relief.

The case was finally set-
tled out of court in Rukhma-
bai’s favor in 1888 – with 
popular accounts claim-
ing that Queen Victoria 
intervened to dissolve the 
marriage (though histori-
cal evidence of direct royal 
action is scant). Dadaji Bhi-
kaji agreed to relinquish 
his claims in exchange for 
monetary compensation, 
and Rukhmabai was free. 
This outcome – effectively 
a legal divorce – was un-
precedented for a Hindu 
woman. Judges and officials 
recognized that enforcing 
the marriage would be un-
just. As one summary put it, 
Rukhmabai’s 1885 case “was 
a landmark in Indian legal his-
tory” and ultimately led to 
“Queen Victoria dissolving her 
marriage, and two major legal 
changes later down the line – 

the Age of Consent Act of 1891, 
and the subsequent eradication 
of the custom of child-marriage 
by law”. In other words, her 
fight set in motion reforms 
to raise the age of consent 
and curb child marriage.

Why did the judges decide as 
they did? Justice Pinhey was 
influenced by the principle 
that marriage requires con-
sent – he observed that Eng-
lish law on conjugal rights 
assumed consenting adult 
parties, which Rukhmabai 
clearly was not at the time 
of wedlock. His willingness 
to defy tradition was likely 
bolstered by growing re-
formist sentiment against 
child marriage. Conversely, 
Justice Farran felt bound by 
orthodox interpretation of 
Hindu law and the sanctity 
of marriage customs, thus 
ruling against Rukhmabai. 
The tension between these 
views – individual rights 
vs. tradition – played out in 
the courtroom. Rukhma-
bai’s own resolve (she was 
ready to go to prison) and 
the public support she gar-
nered tipped the scales in 
favor of a humane settle-
ment. Her victory was more 
than personal: it “symbolised 
a triumph of justice over pa-
triarchal norms and inspired 
countless women to stand up for 
their rights”. The case’s noto-
riety pressured the colonial 
government to act, contrib-
uting to the Age of Consent 
Act, 1891, which raised the 
age of sexual consent for 
girls (from 10 to 12 years) to 
prevent child brides from 
being forced into consum-
mation. In effect, Rukhma-
bai’s courage and the judges’ 
decisions helped jump-start 
legal reforms to protect 
women and minors. 

Early divorce 
laws in India: 
Colonial Era to 
Independence
Rukhmabai’s case oc-
curred in a time when for-
mal divorce was virtually 
unknown in many Indian 
communities. Under ortho-
dox Hindu law of the 19th 
century, marriage was typi-

cally indissoluble – there 
was no concept of divorce 
for Hindus (except possi-
bly through rare custom). 
Muslim personal law al-
lowed husbands to repudi-
ate marriages (talaq) and 
provided limited grounds 
for wives to seek divorce, 
but these were governed by 
religious law, not a uniform 
civil code. The British colo-
nial regime had introduced 
a few statutes: for example, 
the Indian Divorce Act, 
1869 provided divorce 
procedures for persons of 
Christian faith (though it 
was highly biased against 
women), and the Parsi 
Marriage and Divorce Act, 
1936 did so for Parsi Zoroas-
trians. Notably, the 1869 law 
required a Christian wife to 
prove aggravated circum-
stances (like adultery plus 
cruelty or desertion) to get a 
divorce, reflecting Victorian 
moral norms. For the vast 
majority of Indians (Hin-
dus, Muslims, etc.), matri-
monial disputes were left to 
personal laws and commu-
nity adjudication, with the 
colonial courts intervening 
mainly in exceptional cases 
like Rukhmabai’s.

However, by the early 
20th century, social reform 
movements were chipping 
away at these rigid norms. 
Child marriage became a 
focal issue. After the Age 
of Consent Act (1891) ad-
dressed consummation 
age, the Child Marriage 
Restraint Act, 1929 (also 
called Sarda Act) set mini-
mum marriage ages (14 
for girls, later raised) – a 
law that, while not directly 
about divorce, showed the 
lawmaking trend of protect-
ing women in marriage. For 
Muslim women, a crucial 
reform was the Dissolu-
tion of Muslim Marriages 
Act, 1939, which for the 
first time gave Muslim wives 
statutory grounds to obtain 
a divorce through courts 
(such as if the husband had 
disappeared for 4+ years, 
neglected maintenance, or 
was impotent, etc.). This 
Act was driven by progres-

sive Muslim jurists and poli-
ticians who saw the injustice 
in denying wives the relief 
that husbands could get ex-
tra-judicially through talaq.

When India gained inde-
pendence in 1947, the stage 
was set for overhauling 
marriage and divorce laws 
under the Constitution’s 
promise of equality. Reform-
ers like Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
pushed for a uniform civil 
code, but faced resistance. 
As a compromise, indepen-
dent India enacted commu-
nity-specific reforms. The 
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 
(HMA) was revolutionary: 
for the first time in Indian 
history, Hindus (as well as 
Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists) had 
a legal pathway to divorce by 
decree of court. Under this 
Act, divorce could be grant-
ed on specific fault grounds 
– cruelty, adultery, desertion 
(for 2+ years), unsoundness 
of mind, conversion to an-
other religion, or serious 
venereal disease, among 
others. Initially, the bar was 
high; for instance, cruelty 
needed to be of a grave na-
ture, and divorce was seen 
as a last resort after attempts 
at reconciliation. In 1976, the 
HMA was amended to fur-
ther liberalize divorce: mu-
tual consent divorce was 
introduced (Section 13B) 
allowing couples to end the 
marriage amicably after a 
short separation period, 
and the required separation 
period for certain grounds 
was reduced. Meanwhile, 
other communities’ laws 
also modernized: the Indi-
an Divorce (Amendment) 
Act, 2001 eased the harsh 
requirements on Christian 
women seeking divorce, 
bringing parity with other 
religions, and the Special 
Marriage Act (1954) pro-
vided a non-religious mar-
riage and divorce option for 
inter-faith couples or those 
who chose civil marriage. 

Landmark 
divorce cases in 
independent India
Several court rulings have 
punctuated the evolution of 

Indian divorce law, often ex-
panding rights or prompt-
ing legislative change. One 
early landmark was the 
Shah Bano case (1985) – 
technically about mainte-
nance after divorce, but its 
impact on divorce and gen-
der justice was profound. In 
Mohd. Ahmed Khan v. Shah 
Bano Begum, a 73-year-old 
Muslim divorcee went to 
the Supreme Court seeking 
alimony beyond the brief 
post-divorce period recog-
nized by Islamic law. The 
Court, invoking criminal 
procedure law applicable 
to all citizens, upheld Shah 
Bano’s right to maintenance, 
famously regretting that 
the constitutional direc-
tive for a uniform civil code 
had “remained a dead let-
ter.” The judgment stirred 
controversy; traditionalists 
accused it of infringing Is-
lamic law, and Parliament 
reacted by passing the 
Muslim Women (Protec-
tion of Rights on Divorce) 
Act, 1986 which curtailed 
Muslim divorcees’ mainte-
nance rights to some extent. 
Nonetheless, the Shah Bano 
saga highlighted the need to 
reconcile religious personal 
laws with principles of equi-
ty – a theme that re-emerged 
in later cases.

More recently, the Su-
preme Court’s verdict in 
the Shayara Bano case 
(2017) marked a milestone 
for Muslim women’s rights 
in divorce. This case chal-
lenged the practice of “triple 
talaq” – an instant, unilat-
eral divorce pronounced by 
the husband. A five-judge 
bench by a 3:2 majority 
declared instant triple ta-
laq unconstitutional. The 
opinions brim with strong 
language: “It is manifestly ar-
bitrary to allow a man to ‘break 
down [a] marriage whimsically 
and capriciously’,” one justice 
wrote. Another memorably 
said, “What is sinful under 
religion cannot be valid under 
law”, underscoring that no 
personal law custom can 
violate fundamental rights. 
The Court concluded that 
this form of talaq was “not 

part of Islam” and violated 
constitutional morality. As 
a result, Muslim husbands 
can no longer instantly di-
vorce; they must follow due 
process. Shayara Bano, the 
woman who brought the 
case, exclaimed in relief, 
“Finally I feel free today. I 
have the order that will liber-
ate many Muslim women”. 
The judgment exemplifies 
how the judiciary weighed 
gender justice over an age-
old practice – the judges 
took into account that triple 
talaq left women destitute 
and violated their dignity, 
which informed their deci-
sion to invalidate it. This 
ruling was later reinforced 
by legislation (the Muslim 
Women Act, 2019, criminal-
izing triple talaq).

Hindu divorce law has also 
seen progressive interpreta-
tions. For example, courts 
have increasingly recog-
nized cruelty in non-phys-
ical forms (mental cruelty) 
as valid ground for divorce. 
In a notable 2006 case, the 
Supreme Court observed 
that prolonged mental 
agony and indifference in 
a marriage could amount 
to cruelty warranting di-
vorce – reflecting an evolv-
ing understanding of what 
makes a marriage unviable. 
Moreover, though Indian 
law does not yet formally 
recognize “irretrievable 
breakdown of marriage” 
as a ground for divorce 
(absent specific legislative 
provision), the Supreme 
Court has in some cases 
used its special powers to 
grant divorce when a mar-
riage is clearly beyond re-
pair. In a 2023 decision, the 
Court even suggested that 
a long-dead marriage can 
be dissolved by the Court 
itself under Article 142 of 
the Constitution (complete 
justice provision), waiving 
the mandatory waiting pe-
riods for divorce by mutual 
consent in appropriate cas-
es. Such decisions indicate 
the judiciary’s pragmatic 
approach – judges have 
stated that forcing unwill-

ing partners to stay married 
serves no one’s interest, and 
thus they have been willing 
to bend rigid procedures 
when justice demands.

Another landmark was 
the case of Sarla Mudgal 
v. Union of India (1995), 
where the Supreme Court 
condemned the practice 
of Hindu men converting 
to Islam solely to take a 
second wife (circumvent-
ing monogamy rules). The 
Court not only voided such 
conversions done in bad 
faith but also made a fer-
vent appeal for a uniform 
civil code to unify personal 
laws on marriage and di-
vorce. While no UCC exists 
yet (except in Goa, discussed 
below), these judgments 
kept the reform discourse 
alive. The Sarla Mudgal 
ruling shows judges look-
ing beyond black-letter 
law to prevent misuse and 
ensure fairness – a theme 
consistent in divorce juris-
prudence.

Indian courts have also 
dealt with property and 
maintenance issues in di-
vorce, as we will see next. A 
crucial case in property di-
vision was White v. White 
(2000) – although from the 
UK, it has influenced Indian 
thinking on equitable distri-
bution. In that UK House of 
Lords case, a homemaker 
wife of 33 years was initially 
awarded far less than half 
the family assets, but the 
Law Lords raised her share, 
establishing that when di-
viding marital property, 
there should be no discrim-
ination between breadwin-
ner and homemaker. This 
principle – recognizing 
the homemaker’s contri-
bution as equal – has been 
cited with approval by In-
dian courts when deciding 
alimony and property dis-
putes. Indian law may not 
explicitly provide a 50/50 
split, but judges increas-
ingly strive for fairness so 
that a non-earning spouse 
(usually the wife) is not left 
economically handicapped 
after divorce. 
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Rukhmabai Raut (in 1880s attire) – a child bride turned 
physician whose refusal to submit to an unwanted marriage 
sparked India’s first legal divorce case and galvanized social 
reform. Wikimedia Commons

Married at 11, Rukhmabai refused to accept a life she never 
chose, setting off a legal battle that not only led to India’s first 
divorce, but also sparked major reforms in marriage laws. 
Wikimedia Commons

Queen Victoria of South 
Africa. Wikimedia Commons

From 1884, her case sparked protracted court battles and a 
public reckoning over child marriage; she kept studying and 
wrote as “A Hindu Woman,” gaining support. Backed by a fund, 
she trained at the London School of Medicine, graduated, 
returned in 1895 as one of India’s first women doctors, and 
worked at a women’s hospital in Surat. Wikimedia Commons
































