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A perfect storm

A combination of natural calamity and
human failure laid Wayanad low
T he fragile hills of Kerala’s Wayanad dis-

trict turned into the theatre of yet anoth-

er weather-induced disaster when a hea-
vy downpour, on July 7, triggered what looked
like a debris slide at the entrance to the under-
construction twin tunnel at Kalladi in Meppadi
panchayat, in the vicinity of Chooralmala, which
was wrecked by massive landslides two years
ago. Six workers were confirmed dead. The Kera-
la government has suspended construction work
until the completion of a comprehensive probe
into the causes and whether the work complied
with the conditions set by the Expert Appraisal
Committee under the Union Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC)
while granting environmental clearance for the
project. Ever since the great floods of 2018, Mep-
padi panchayat, which is over 7,000 ft above sea
level, has witnessed severe climate-induced ca-
tastrophes. Landslides hit the Puthumala area in
2019, within hours of an equally lethal landslide
across the hills in Kavalappara in Malappuram
district. Environmentalists, therefore, made an
impassioned plea against the ¥2,100 crore (ap-
proximately) 8.73-km-long twin-tube tunnel
road, linking Anakkampoyil in Kozhikode to Mep-
padi, flagging it as a recipe for disaster. It was in-
stead fast-tracked, citing the need for accelerated
mobility for the people of Wayanad, which does
not have tertiary care facilities. In April this year,
the Supreme Court cited the project’s ‘national
importance’ and rejected the Wayanad Prakrithi
Samrakshana Samithi’s plea to halt it. The group
is planning to seek a review of the order.

As with all major disasters, this, too, appears
to have stemmed from a heady mix of failures.
Kerala Public Works Minister hurriedly pointed
to the company executing the construction on
behalf of the contractor, Konkan Railways, alleg-
ing that it ignored the department’s June 20 dea-
dline to remove excavation debris from the area.
The company fell back on the rainfall data and
the region’s landslide susceptibility. Security
camera visuals suggest an avalanche-like flow of
debris down the slope of the hill that was being
bored. Whether a mudslip in the upper reaches
caused the debris to cascade down will only be
known after a geomorphological probe. On the

SIR in Manipur is a pathway to exclusion

anipur is one of the States covered

under Phase III of the Special

Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral

rolls being implemented by the
Election Commission of India (ECI) currently. The
SIR has already drawn adverse criticism from civil
society organisations and the Opposition,
particularly after the recent Bihar and West
Bengal elections, due to its hasty,
disproportionate and summary deletion of voters
from voters’ lists, resulting in the
disenfranchisement of large sections of politically
“undesirable” communities and voters. Concerns
have been expressed by informed citizens about
the lack of transparency and often blatant bias of
the State and the ruling party in relation to the
SIR, and its relationship with the planned
delimitation, the 2029 elections and perhaps
even an oddly timed Census. These concerns
apply to Manipur as well. In addition, there are
features of the situation in Manipur that are little
known outside — and even within — the State,
making the implementation of the SIR in Manipur
even more egregious.

Fractured social fabric
First, Manipur has been in the throes of an
intense ethnic conflict involving the majority
Meiteis (54% of the population, inhabiting the
dense Imphal Valley), the Kuki-Zo peoples (15%,
inhabiting the surrounding hills) and, more
recently, the Manipuri Nagas (26%, mainly in the
northern part of Manipur). It has resulted in over
260 deaths in pogroms, attacks, and retaliatory
violence; displaced some 60,000 people within
and outside Manipur; led to the burning of
hundreds of villages and places of worship; and
witnessed unimaginable atrocities, including
beheadings, dismemberment, and rapes as forms
of collective punishment, disproportionately
inflicted on the Kuki-Zo.
It has led to a demand by the Kuki-Zo for a
f ini ion’ for tt —and
an equally stout opposition by the Meiteis to it —
while many Manipuri Nagas led by the National
Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah), or
NSCN-IM, remain committed to their decades old
demand for integration of Naga-inhabited areas in
a sovereign ‘Nagalim’. Many are backed by
political, militant and proscribed insurgent
groups of diverse persuasions.

Three years after the start of the conflict, not a
single case of violence has been brought to book
through the courts. An Inquiry Commission
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formed by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
has yet to present its report. Thousands of
internally displaced persons languish in camps
with little relief.

Ethnic divisions have worsened and spread.
Long-standing Naga-Kuki hostilities have been
added to the three-year-old Meitei-Kuki conflict
marked by the burning of villages (mostly Kuki),
ambushes, and recently in May, the killing of
three Thadou-Kuki pastors, and, in retaliation,
tit-for-tat hostage-taking and the horrific killing of
six Nagas in Kuki custody that has in turn set off a
full economic blockade of Kangpokpi district. In
response, State and central security forces have
appeared passive, paralysed and at times, biased.

The conduct of the State government has been
widely viewed as partisan, but the role of the
Centre and even courts cannot be said to be
above board. Conducting the SIR under these
conditions, under a pretence of normalcy, is
inexplicable.

Narratives driving electoral exclusion
Second, unlike the rest of the country, where the
SIR is being driven by the central government
through the ECI with the partisan support of the
ruling party, in Manipur the demand to “cleanse”
the State of alleged “illegal migrants” — a code
word for Kukis — is in line with perceptions of
politically radicalised Meiteis and Manipuri
Nagas, who together constitute about 80% of the
population. These allegations have no basis in
Census figures for over a century, and are based
on recent distortions of history, fake narratives
and loud propaganda that feed directly into the
SIR exercise. They create a very negative
environment for a fair SIR, particularly in mixed
areas, that is itself, ipso facto, biased against
certain communities.

Third, there are several features peculiar to the
Kukis themselves that lend themselves to their
victimisation by the SIR. The first reason is that
close to 50,000 Kuki-Zo remain displaced and
scattered in Manipur and outside. There does not
seem to be any provision in place for their fair
enumeration.

The second reason is that together with their
displacement, many are known to have lost many
of their identity, residence, election, education
and other documents that could have helped
establish their voter credentials. There are visual
records of Kuki-Zo educational certificates,
Aadhaar cards, and driving licences in Imphal
being destroyed after the violence of May 2023.

The third reason is that customary naming
systems — where names are derived from the last
syllable of complex parental names, nicknames
often substitute formal names, and names are
converted from tribal names to English
orthography — create vast scope “logical
discrepancies”, making people far more
vulnerable to exclusion than in States such as
West Bengal. Possibly, more than 90% of Kuki-Zo
people are unlikely to be able to produce a single,
consistent spelling of their own names, let alone
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The fourth reason is that by some historical
anomaly, Manipuri tribals, both Kuki-Zo and
Naga, do not enjoy Sixth Schedule status,
although they enjoy some measure of autonomy
under Article 371C and very weak Autonomous
Councils.

This served them well during periodic bouts of
violence and displacement, most recently during
the Naga-Kuki violence of the 1990s, which again
disproportionately affected the Kukis. Village
chiefs and local authorities were then able to
certify the identities of villagers under their
jurisdiction. Such arrangements are unlikely to be
recognised in the present exercise and prevailing
atmosphere.

Finally, the Kuki-Zo leadership appears, for
some reason, unaware of the nature, motivations,
and implications of the SIR exercise. They seem
to believe, perhaps naively, that as Indian citizens
who have lived here all their lives and in
possession of necessary documents, including
voter ID cards, they have nothing to fear, and that
opposing the exercise would amount to an
admission of guilt. The dangers of the SIR now
appear to be dawning on them, with some
Kuki-Zo civil society organisations issuing
statements highlighting its shortcomings,
although opposition has yet to take a political
form.

Safeguarding belonging

A nationwide SIR is now a fait accompli following
the ruling by the Supreme Court of India in its
favour. However, the process can still be made
fairer and more sensitive to the risks of exclusion.
Unless measures are adopted to limit its potential
harm, by 2029 we may see a pathway to
statelessness not only for the Kuki-Zo but also for
other tribal communities in the Northeast, with
their plight obscured amid the broader exclusion
and disenfranchisement of Muslims labelled as
“illegal migrants”.

face of it, the State’s disaster ma-
chinery was not up to the job. The synoptic con-
ditions in the area on the eve of the present disas-
ter were eerily similar to those on the eve of the
2024 calamity. Wayanad has a fragile ecology,
and any infrastructure project must involve met-
iculous ecological and climate-resilience plan-
ning and uncompromising execution. As it inves-
tigates the lapses, the State should review the
project’s social and environmental costs and en-
sure that climate-induced catastrophe in Waya-
nad is prevented, not just responded to.

Far from over
Iran and the US. must address the trust
deficit for their talks to progress
l t took only 20 days for the U.S.-Iran memo-

randum of understanding (MoU), which

promised to extend the ceasefire by 60 days
and launch talks about outstanding issues, in-
cluding Iran’s nuclear programme, to start unra-
velling. On Tuesday night, the U.S. carried out
sweeping air strikes in Iran after three tankers
were attacked in the Strait of Hormuz. Iran struck
American bases in Kuwait and Bahrain after
which Mr. Trump declared that the ceasefire was
over. While he is known for making exaggerated
claims, the current crisis poses the biggest chal-
lenge to the peace process since the june 17 MoU.
The crisis did not emerge overnight. From the
outset, the agreement had three major sticking
points — Israel’s war in Lebanon; Iran’s access to
its frozen funds and the status of the Strait of Hor-
muz. Tehran sees Israel’s refusal to withdraw
from southern Lebanon, along with Washing-
ton’s push for a parallel trilateral framework in-
volving the U.S., Lebanon and Israel, as violations
of the spirit of the MoU. And, despite talks, Iran
has yet to get access to its frozen funds. Finally,
Iran appears determined to assert control over
the Strait. It has opened a “safe passage route”
along its coast, while the U.S. is backing an alter-
native route along Oman’s coast.

Iran fears that the U.S. is trying to strip away
the leverage it established over the Strait during
the war by promoting an alternative route. The
U.S. does not want Iran to emerge as the sole cus-
todian of a strategic waterway. These conflicting
positions trigger skirmishes, further undermin-
ing the MoU. What Mr. Trump, who senses stra-
tegic defeat, is trying to do is to mount economic
and military pressure on Tehran to change its po-
sition on the Strait. He can continue his air cam-
paign, but his years-long maximum pressure and
40 days of bombing have done little to alter Iran’s
negotiating positions. If he returns to war over
Hormuz, Iran’s stance on its nuclear programme
— still unaddressed — would only get hardened. If
war resumes, it would be bad news for the whole
West Asia region and the entire global economy.
Mr. Trump is at a strategic dead end, and instead
of digging deeper, should stick to his way-out
road map — the MoU. An obstacle in the peace
process is the complete absence of trust. Mr.
Trump’s public tirades and abuses against Iran’s
leadership and hyperbolic threats, which are de-
tached from ground realities, are not helping his
cause. Equally, if Iran continues targeting com-
mercial vessels, it risks being seen as an aggressor
rather than a victim. Both sides should address
the trust deficit, resolve the sticking points in the
MoU and begin serious talks about the outstand-
ing issues for a final settlement.
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Building a durable India-Australia partnership

Australia this week has been big on

substance and high on optics. The
choreography is familiar now given the warmth
in the relationship: a forward-leaning leadership
interaction, a massive diaspora event and a joint
statement packed with deliverables and road
maps. The Australian government sees India as
central to its economic diversification strategy. Its
new economic road map and packed ministerial
calendar for India underwrite this intent. The
elite consensus seems bipartisan and the
convergence only growing.

P rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to

Turning convergence into alignment

Yet, the harder part for most strategic
relationships is drawing the line between
convergence and alignment. The two might
sound like synonyms, but they are not.
Convergence is two countries arriving at similar
conclusions about the world for their own
reasons. Alignment is what happens when those
separate conclusions are built into matching
capabilities, institutions and habits of
engagement. India and Australia have achieved a
great deal of the first. The real test of this visit,
and of the years after it, is whether it endures by
delivering the second.

The convergence is not in doubt, and it is easy
to see why it has deepened. Both countries are
hedging against overdependence in a global order
in transition. Australia’s dependence on China,
and its alliance dependence on an unpredictable
Washington, have come under visible strain. This
year’s Lowy Institute Poll found trust in the
United States at a record low of 31%, with a
narrow margin of Australians saying that
Canberra should distance itself from Washington
under U.S. President Donald Trump. India is
running its parallel diversification across energy
suppliers, defence platforms and critical minerals
processing, driven by a similar instinct.

New Delhi wants to limit its exposure; the Iran
and Ukraine contflicts have driven home that any
single-point dependency, however longstanding,
is now a liability. No country can single-handedly
balance China or hedge against American
unpredictability. Together, and alongside
partners such as Japan, they improve their odds.
That is genuine convergence.

This visit has produced tangible evidence of
that strategic lock-in. A Joint Declaration on
Defence and Security Cooperation delivers a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) between
Australia’s Maritime Border Command and the
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Indian Coast Guard and adopts an India-Australia
Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap to
address shared threat perceptions. These are
practical mechanisms that deepen
interoperability without altering the basic
character of the relationship: India remains a
trusted security partner, not an ally. On energy
security, Australian uranium has been legally
available to India since the bilateral 2014 civil
nuclear agreement, but it never actually moved
commercially, largely because India’s own
nuclear liability law made foreign suppliers
nervous about exposure.

That changed with the SHANTI Act last
December, which reformed that liability regime.
The agreement on uranium has operationalised a
deal lying dormant for a decade. The summit also
launched the Australia-India Partnership on
Cyber, Critical Technologies and Supply Chains
(PACTS), while reaffirming the complimentarity
to the Australia-Canada-India Technology and
Innovation Partnership as focusing on building
resilient technology partnerships through flexible

ini arr These are of
alignment beginning to take institutional form.

There are focus areas, there are problems
But for alignment to be durable, convergence
must translate into operational overlap. This is
most consequential in the Indian Ocean, a region
where Australian and Indian interests overlap
most naturally. Both are Indian Ocean states with
real stakes in the region’s sea lanes. India’s
Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region
has emerged as a key hub for maritime domain
awareness, even as Australia pays closer attention
to its western seaboard and Indian Ocean
approaches. The two navies have converged on
similar risk assessments of shadow fleets, threats
to undersea cables and coercive activity below
the threshold of conflict.

The new Coast Guard MoU and Maritime
Security Collaboration Roadmap narrow the gap
between strategic intent and operational
cooperation. Yet, Australia’s most consequential
force-structure decisions, from AUKUS (trilateral
security partnership between Australia, the
United Kingdom, and the U.S.) to its broader
defence posture, remain oriented towards the
Western Pacific, while India’s strategic planners
continue to divide attention between continental
threats and maritime challenges. The shared
ground is real; it is simply narrower than the
political convergence sometimes suggests.

Economically, the pattern is similar. Trade has

grown sharply since the Economic Cooperation
and Trade Agreement came into force, but
industry voices behind closed doors argue that
growth sits disproportionately with large firms.
Smaller exporters on both sides remain unaware
of how to use it. Track 1.5 dialogues have flagged
this as an operationalisation gap.

The knowledge deficit is more obvious when
one looks at Australian public consciousness on
India. This year’s Lowy Poll found only 5% of
Australians expect India to be the world’s most
important power a decade from now, against 54%
for China, even as trust in India remains
comparatively high. Convergence at the top has
not yet trickled down into wider awareness of
India’s strategic heft.

The diaspora opportunity

The diaspora remains the biggest opportunity to
change this, but with a caveat. Indian-origin
Australians are now the country’s largest
immigrant-born community, ahead of the
U.K.-born population for the first time. Political
leadership has celebrated the diaspora’s
contribution, and a Centre for Australia-India
Relations study finds that Australians broadly
recognise it as skilled migrants, students and
workers. But recognising the diaspora as a
cultural asset, or an electoral constituency, is not
alignment. Alignment would require translating
that diaspora leverage into a public case for why
India matters economically to the average
Australian. It would require institutionalising the
diaspora’s comparative advantage in helping
Australian Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
navigate Indian regulatory and business culture,
and vice versa, rather than leaving that work to
individual champions. It would also mean
untangling the mobility of Indian professionals
from Australia’s increasingly fraught migration
politics.

Mr. Modi’s visit has provided fresh ballast for
these conversations about the future of the
India-Australia partnership. His message on
Australian Pension funds investing in India
particularly resonated in the room when he said
India would not just treat them as capital butas a
marker of strategic trust imposed by Australian
families in India. These statements matter
because they build the broader public
consciousness of India as a trusted partner for
the future. Convergence got India and Australia to
the table; it is these steps that institutionalise

inc that build ali
that endures.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Trump’s truce flips

Itis deplorable that the
much-hyped ceasefire
agreement between Iran
and the U.S. is already
fizzling out, signalling
prolonged military
hostilities in the
war-ravaged region. Itis

United Nations has

equally baffling that the

remained a silent spectator
to the cascading effects of
the conflict in West Asia.
This only goes to show that
peace accords brokered by
regional non-state actors
are unlikely to foster a

durable ceasefire.
G. Ramasubramanyam,
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

Students’ personal data
The reported sale of CUET
and NEET candidates’
databases by websites is a
serious violation of

students’ privacy and a
blatant breach of the Digital
Personal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act. Personal
information collected for
examinations must never be
commercialised without
explicit consent. This illegal
trade exposes students to

spam, fraud, identity theft,
and exploitation by
coaching institutes and
admission agents. The
authorities must i ig
these websites and impose
stringent penalties. The
National Testing Agency
and the Government must

strengthen data security
measures to restore
confidence in the
examination system.

Bhushan
New Delhi

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the postal address.
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Should India restart dialogue with Pakistan?

I PARLEY I

ndia and Pakistan have not engaged in

dialogue since 2016 when talks broke

down after the terror attacks at Pathankot

and subsequently at Uri. The last 12 years
have witnessed major attacks at Pahalgam
(2025) and Pulwama (2019) and that apart, there
were several smaller terror attacks. Earlier this
month, a group of eminent citizens led by
Gandhian O.P. Shah drafted a joint appeal to the
leaders of India and Pakistan urging them to
engage in dialogue. This has led to a public
debate on whether India should restart dialogue
with Pakistan. Mani Shankar Aiyar, who was a
signatory to the letter, and Tara Kartha discuss
the question in a conversation moderated by
Kallol Bhattacherjee. Edited excerpts:

Should India and Pakistan restart dialogue at
this moment, especially since they haven’t
spoken to each other at the government level
for a decade now?

Mani Shankar Aiyar: It is precisely for that very
reason, because we haven’t spoken to each
other for the best part of the last 12 years, that it
is absolutely necessary that we resume the
dialogue as soon as possible. And as regards the
time, my own view is that any time is as good as
any other time. And all times when we don’t talk
are bad for both of us. So I would urge the
governments to talk to each other. And until
they do, I think people of goodwill on either side
of our border should be in touch with each
other. I speak as somebody with nearly 40 years
of experience of Pakistan and Pakistanis. I have
been through several different Pakistani
regimes, and it does not seem to me that it
matters who is in power in Pakistan. When we
engage with them, we engage with Pakistan, and
not with a particular individual.

Tara Kartha: Ideally both countries should talk
to each other because they are nuclear powers.
These are dangerous times, especially since
there was an active phase of hostility last year.
But my problem is that the present leadership is
basically Field Marshal Asim Munir. Let us forget
about Shehbaz Sharif [the Prime Minister of
Pakistan], for as much as I regard him, I'm sure
he is a fine and good politician in his own right,
Mr. Munir is in power and he’s even more
powerful than General Pervez Musharraf was
before him. He holds absolute power; him and a
couple of core commanders, such as his ISI
(Inter-Services Intelligence) chief. It is very
important to understand that the rise of Field
Marshal Munir began in a very systematic
fashion once they carried out the terror strike in
Pahalgam. I won’t say after Operation Sindoor;

Tense ties: Army soldiers patrol along the Line of Control between Pakistan
and India in the Uri Sector, Jammu and Kashmir in January. IMRAN NISSAR

T'll say after the Pahalgam attack.

1 agree with Mr. Aiyar that it doesn’t matter
who you talk to, provided that person is
interested in peace. But the question is, what
stake does Field Marshal Munir have in peace?
In that case, he’ll have to step down for a civilian
prime minister. The moment things get
peaceful, they’ll tell the Pakistan military to go
back to the barracks and that the civilians will
take over. So why should he [be interested in
peace]? It is a systemic issue. I'm not saying the
army can never be talked to. This particular man
will not. He is very dangerous.

Is it the correct time to go ahead with the
dialogue with Pakistan?

MSA: If we don’t go ahead, we’ll be stuck in the
rut in which we are today. There was a mention
of one man, Asim Munir, who’s been in power
for approximately one year. But we haven’t
talked to Pakistan for 12 years. So I don’t see
how Asim Munir being there is the biggest
obstacle. We could have talked to Nawaz Sharif.
We could have talked to Imran Khan. We could
have talked to several others.

And if you look at the past, we have had
extremely fruitful talks with Pakistani generals
but rarely with Pakistani civilians. Let me first

We are currently talking to Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu who has been indicted
by the ICC for war crimes. If we can talk to
every dictator around the world, what's the
problem in talking to the people next door
who have the misfortune of being led by an
army commander?

MANISHANKAR AIYAR

run through the Pakistani army men with whom
we have had successful interlocutions. Ayub
Khan was the one who broke the deadlock on
the Indus Waters Treaty. It was Zia-ul-Haq who
broke the deadlock on Siachen. It was
Musharraf, who broke the deadlock on what till
then was being projected as the single biggest
obstacle in India-Pakistan relations, namely the
Kashmir question; they arrived at a four-point
solution. However, Zulfigar Ali Bhutto signed on
the dotted line in Simla and then turned his back
onit.

This is a false argument — that just because
the Pakistani army is in power we can’t talk to
them. We are currently talking to Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu who has been indicted by
the International Criminal Court (ICC) for war
crimes. If we can talk to every dictator around
the world, including army dictators, what’s the
problem in talking to the people next door who
have the misfortune of being led by an army
commander?

So, the argument is that if the Government of
India is in dialogue with several military
dictators, then why should it not consider
talking to Pakistan led by a military general?

TK: As someone who has been in the security
establishment, my problem is how do I deal
with terrorism? If a democratically elected
government opens the door for dialogue and
then gets hit by a terror attack — then the
question is how to deal with terror attacks that
disrupt dialogue? As a democratically elected
government, can you justify dialogue? This is a
point that was asked by even Nawaz Sharif who
said that a terror attack takes place each time
dialogue is attempted.

However, I will agree that a few military
generals have shown remarkable good sense. In
the recent past, when a BrahMos missile was
accidentally fired at Pakistan, the Pakistan army
handled it well. While the civilians protested,
the Pakistan army took it in their stride and kept
quiet. At the moment | am concerned with the
timing of this proposal as Mr. Munir is in power.

The other issue is that Pakistan is in chaos as

there are daily incidents that are being reported
in various parts of the country. It’s in chaos. So
right now he wants to talk. He may have every
incentive to talk. Why should I talk? If there is
even one indication from Pakistan that they are
going to close down terrorist camps, I'm sure
tomorrow the government will be ready to talk.

But if at all we are to go forward, I would like
to see, for example, a talk on climate change. We
are both countries that are equally in bad shape
when it comes to climate vulnerabilities. I would
like a talk on air pollution, as during a particular
season of the year, both sides start burning crop
residues triggering an environmental crisis. That
kind of a functional dialogue, which does not
involve any territorial issue, no vested or
political interests is purely functional and
people-centric.

1 find the kind of wishful thinking which one
sees in the letter as a little idealistic. It’s a bit
over the top.

Does the current Indian government have
the political bandwidth to talk to the
Pakistani establishment?

MSA: Talking to them doesn’t mean bending our
knees before them. If you have the courage to
undertake surgical strikes against them, why
don’t you have the courage to sit across a table
and talk to them? That’s my simple point. And if
you won’t do so, as I'm talking to the
Government of India, then we will. We've got
Zoom. But I am going to talk to my numerous
friends in Pakistan. The number of my friends in
Pakistan is larger than the number of enemies |
have in India. And that’s a rather large number.

TK: Before Prime Minister Narendra Modi, we
had someone like Atal Bihari Vajpayee who put
his career on the line and went to Lahore. Prime
Minister Modi tried in 2015 and went to meet
Nawaz Sharif and extended an olive branch. But
all these have a political cost.

The question is what will we ask of them. If
we have a dialogue tomorrow, we will ask them
to stop exporting terrorism and they, in turn,
will accuse us of doing things in Balochistan etc.
whereas the Baloch people have been harassed
since 1947. The question is what can India do in
terms of the protests happening in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). We should
talk to Pakistan if General Munir shows some
evidence that he is cutting down on terrorism.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

How a city’s working class is driven
fo the margins and made invisible

The workers who collect garbage and keep our cities clean, and the
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workers who commute via cycles deserve recognition and respect

Suruchi Kumari

efore a story is to take shape
B through conversations with a part

of the city’s population, which the
city itself only passively interacts with, it is
discussed in a Monday pitch meeting
where reporters and editors sit. Once ap-
proved, a familiar question follows —
“Where will we find these people?”

1 encountered this question before
‘working on two separate stories on infor-
mal waste workers, and workers who com-
mute by cycle. In both cases, the question
did not hold for long. What first sounded
like an inquiry about access, over the
course of the reporting, began to feel like
an assumption that these people are diffi-
cult to locate; almost external to the city.

For ‘finding’ people who cycle to work
in Delhi, I reached out to Professor Rahul
Goel from IT Delhi, whose work over the
years has focused on commuting patterns
and mobility. When I asked him, “Where
will I find them?”, he directed me to the ci-
ty’s busiest intersections, where roads
from the peripheries meet industrial areas
and affluent localities, where many of
them work as daily wage labourers, secur-
ity guards, and helpers.

1 met Sandeep at one of those busy in-
tersections on a humid April evening,
when he was returning home from his
sales job. Aged 23, he had been working
for eight years. The break from school to
contribute to his household became per-
manent after COVID-19 hit. Before getting
back on his bicycle to ride 8 kilometres
more, he said, “Humlog dikhte nahi hain
(We are invisible).” He said that a cycling
network sounds like a fantasy in a city that
still doesn’t have footpaths everywhere.
The draft Master Plan of Delhi 2041 notes
that this “unequal distribution of roads”
makes it non-conducive for cycling.

By the time I filed the story, curiosity
had begun to feel like ignorance. I started
seeing cyclists everywhere — at every inter-
section, at every signal. They kept to the
kerb, and when traffic swelled, even that
space was taken over as motorists pushed

of dignity and respect.

forward to gain ground. A car owner I
spoke to said, “They slow the traffic down,
such a nuisance.” Cyclists are registered
only when their presence creates friction.

Similarly, a waste picker becomes visi-
ble only when their access to gated colo-
nies is debated. Most residents encounter
them every day. They collect garbage from
homes and do the work that reduces the
burden on municipal systems without for-
mal recognition or integration into the
waste economy. They continue to speak of
restricted access, allegations of theft, and
the absence of dedicated workspaces.

To write about the workforce that sorts
much of the city’s waste in March, I first
travelled to a jhuggi cluster in Bhalswa, in
northwest Delhi, a few kilometres from the
towering landfill. Days later, while walking
to a Metro station in south Delhi, I noticed
alarge sack of waste stacked beside a road,
similar to the one I had seen in Bhalswa. It
led me to a corner of my own neighbour-
hood that I realised 1 had never seen be-
fore. There, too, people were sorting waste
sharing similar stories of migration and | &
precarious work. By the time I finished the
story, I had met waste workers across the
city. Sameer Ali, whom I had never seen
before January, moved in the same lanes
around 9 pm with his bicycle cart carrying
a stack of cardboard. People that our sto-
ries set out to look for, unlike responses
from government authorities, are not hard
to find. They are everywhere, for all to see.

It is tempting to think invisibility is
simply a failure to notice. But invisibility is
rarely accidental. When a city invests hea-
vily in roads for cars while cycling infras-
tructure remains largely absent, cyclists
do not disappear. A worker rehabilitated
to the margins of Delhi, 40-50 kilometres
away from the place where she works, is
moved away from the corridors of visibili-
ty so that her problems with transport or
healthcare become easier to overlook.

These workers state that recognition in
government policies would give them a life

suruchi.kumari@thehindu.co.in

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Pilgrims’ progress

Stormy route: The first batch of pilgrims on the annual Amarnath Yatra cross mountain trails amid rainfall during their journey to the Amarnath cave on the Baltal route,
northeast of Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir on July 3. The yatra was almost cancelled due to unpredictable mountain weather, but it resumed again. THE HINDU
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 10, 1976

Eminent scientists’ club
suggested

New Delhi, July 9: A proposal to establish a
club of eminent scientists from the
non-aligned developing countries for making
futuristic studies of the development pattern
of the Third World is being mooted by some
top scientists here.

According to informed sources, the idea is
to set up an institution like the “Club of Rome”
where eminent scientists from the developing
non-aligned countries could continuously

Pindu.

study problems concerning the Third World
and projections of growth in various fields
such as economic development, population,
agriculture and technology.

There is a feeling among scientists in
developing countries that projections made by
prestigious groups like the “Club of Rome”
often tend to ignore realities in the developing
countries as they, being supported by the
developed countries, look at the problems of
developing countries from the perspectives of
the developed countries. Some of the
projections made by the “Club of Rome” set
up with financial support from the developed
countries on the pattern of growth and
development in the world, are being hotly
contested by scientists of the Third World.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 10, 1926
The mission of poets

Calcutta, July 9: “The Mission of Poets” was the
subject of an interesting lecture, delivered by
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, to-day, at the instance of the
Poetry Society. Mrs. Naidu delivered an inspiring
address in the course of which she said she
would like to destroy all printing presses that
printed poetry and to leave it at the mercy of all
learned professors to teach the young how to
paraphrase, analyse, interpret, and scan poetry.
A poet knows that he is not more than a mirror
of these intimate secrets of the human heart of
which the heart itself is so often unaware.

) ANDADE
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Share of universities Number of voters Number of ration Routes disrupted
that participated in deleted in SIR draft card issuances to be by heavy rain in
NIRF electoral rolls expedited by Bihar CM  Uttarakhand

in per cent. Only 55%

universities participated in the

government’s NIRF rankings,
while 56% of them have introduced the
four-year undergraduate courses so far,
according to the Centre’s All India Survey
on Higher Education report for 2023-24.
The Ministry of Education on Wednesday
released the reports of the AISHE for the
years 2022-23 and 2023-24. e1

in lakh. Around 22 lakh voters
22 have been left out of the draft

electoral rolls in four States,
where Phase 3 of the special intensive
revision (SIR) of voter lists is under way.
According to data made available in the
public domain in the last few days by chief
electoral officers of Mizoram, Odisha,
Manipur and Sikkim, their combined voter
base has shrunk by nearly 22 lakh. en

Choudhary on Thursday directed

officials to expedite the issuance of
one crore new ration cards to eligible
beneficiaries across the State. Union
Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution
Minister Pralhad Joshi and the CM chaired
a comprehensive review meeting here to
assess various departmental schemes and
the functioning of PDS in the State.

l in crore. Bihar Chief Minister Samrat

Continuous rainfall over
the past 24 hours across
Uttarakhand has raised

river water levels and triggered landslides
in hilly areas, disrupting traffic on 107
routes across the State. The Meteorological
Department has issued a ‘Red Alert’ for
very heavy rainfall in seven districts,
including Dehradun, and an ‘Orange Alert’
for the remaining districts for Thursday. rn

Illegal coal recovered

by CISF in West
Bengal, Jharkhand

in metric tonnes. The
Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF)

personnel recovered more than 428 metric
tonnes of coal during a five-day special
operation to check the pilferage and theft
of the fossil fuel from mines in Jharkhand
and West Bengal, officials said on
Thursday. e
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Why is the Centre revising the NFSA?

Why has the Centre proposed changing AAY foodgrain entitlements? How will the proposed amendment affect households? Why are Tamil Nadu and Kerala

EXPLAINI

T. Ramakrishnan

The story so far:
n July 6, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay urged
the Centre to retain the
present provision of 35 kg of
foodgrains per household per month
under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
meant for the poorest of the poor, and
not to make it a per capita system. The
next day, the CPI(M) Polit Bureau voiced
its concern and demanded that the
proposed amendment to the entitlement
criteria be dropped. About 10 days ago,
immediately after the Union government
made public its plan to amend the
National Food Security Act (NFSA),
Kerala’s Food Minister Anoop Jacob
expressed reservations over the move.

‘What is the amendment mooted?

On June 24, the Union Food and Public
Distribution (F&PD) Department, while
publishing a draft amendment Bill to the
NFSA, said every person belonging to AAY
households would be entitled to seven kg
of foodgrains per month, subject to a
maximum of 35 kg per household per
month. At present, the entitlement is for
the entire household with a ceiling of 35
kg per month. The proposed amendment
covers the first proviso to sub-section (1)
of Section 3 (Right to receive foodgrains at
subsidised prices by persons belonging to
eligible households) of the Act. The public
can comment on the amendments till July
13 and send their views by email to
suneel.sachdeva@nic.in and
saurabhomar.edu@gov.in.

Why is the change being proposed?
The existing household-based
entitlement, though intended as a
protective measure for the most
vulnerable families, results in significant
inequities depending upon the size of the
household, according to the F&PD
Department. Smaller households receive
a higher per-capita entitlement, whereas
larger households receive a lower
per-capita entitlement, which may fall
below the entitlement available to priority
households.

The aim and purpose are to remove
intra-category inequities, provide for
more rational foodgrain allocation, and
better align entitlements with nutritional
requirements, a note prepared by the
department said.

However, the proposed amendment
does not seek to address the inclusion of
ineligible persons as beneficiaries, a
problem that persists at the State level.

What is the story behind the two
southern States’ opposition?

Itis not for the first time that the two
States are articulating their opposition to
matters concerning the food policy, as
their contemporary political history has
an important ingredient — the politics of
food. Kerala, which has a long history of
the public distribution system (PDS)
dating back to the now-abolished princely
State of Travancore, introduced informal
food distribution mechanisms to mitigate
the food shortage of the poor and
vulnerable, and was perhaps the first to
launch a formal PDS in 1962, three years
before the establishment of the Food
Corporation of India (FCI). At least on two
occasions — 1952 and 1967 — Tamil Nadu
saw political upsets, the incumbent
regime getting reduced to a minority in
1952 and being shown the door (in 1967).
The reason was that the governments of

¥ - »

opposing? Could the amendment widen regional disparities in foodgrain allocation?

Grains of debate

The Centre’s proposed amendment to the National Food Security Act has triggered concerns that foodgrain allocations under the Antyodaya Anna
Yojana could fall for many households in the southern States
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Table 1: AAY coverage, ies and Fine bal; : The aim and f th areto
Ay y inequities, provide f ional
Ceiling Soverage Allocation of foodgrain allocation, and better align entitlements with nutritional
of ARY No.ofARY | No.of | foodgrains requirements. M. SRINATH
households | househalds | persops | for 2026:27
(takhs) (infakh) | (infakh) (i tonnes)
Table 2: Off-take and distribution in the Southern States
Andhra Pradesh 9.09 848 2248 3,81,557 i
How the South fared during the current
Kamnataka 12 103 212 460,740 financial year up to the month of May 2026 (tonnes)
Kerala 596 593 1853 250,236 State Allocation | Off take (drawal) | Distributed
S L 28 sa (] ezt 182,71k Andhra Pradesh 63,593 63,593 57,837
Telangana 6.49 564 1566 2,38074 premm— 76,790 57,316 35,003
Puducherry” (UT) 42 4243 0 o Kerala 41,706 39,812 20458
Share of the South 52.51 49.16 162.37 21,13,378 Tamil Nadu 1,30,462 190,135 121,709
AllIndia 250 21701 | 77741 99,33,042 Telangana 39670 <3519 A5
Sotirce: Foodgrain billetinfor May ;As P;;;i:chs:w 1ollonts th:_é m:ﬂﬂ:: of d're;f ShareoftheSouth |  3,52,230 410375 2,73.900
enefit transfer, no allocation has been made.
2026, DepartmenitofFood and Public = ) All India 16,55,505 1724185 | 1375621
Distributian, Government of India foodgrains - rice, wheat and coarse grains
the periods in question were not being “The existing household-based would cause a fall in the monthly

swift in handling the rice shortage. Since
1967, successive Chief Ministers of the
State have been cautious in taking
decisions with regard to the subject of
rice.

It was no wonder that the two States
were vociferous in their stand in the
run-up to the formulation of the NFSA.
Though the Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF) took charge in
2011 in Kerala, the government did not
agree to the implementation of the 2013
law — an Act of Parliament — despite the
Congress-led United Progressive Alliance
regime at the Centre pushing the
legislation. The main reservation it had
was that the NFSA would lead to the
removal of a “large number of poor
families” from the list of beneficiaries and
put an “enormous financial burden” on
the State. However, the then Chief
Minister, Oommen Chandy, at one point
in time, committed himself to the
enforcement of the law in his State,
though it was left to his successor,
Pinarayi Vijayan, to take the formal
decision.

In Tamil Nadu, Jayalalithaa, as Chief
Minister, virulently opposed the law
because immediately after she came to
power in May 2011, her government
started the distribution of rice, free to all
the ration cardholders, regardless of their
economic status. She had criticised the
government for stating that those who

would be left out of the NFSA would not

entitlement, though intended as a
protective measure for the most
vulnerable families, results in
significant inequities depending
upon the size of the household

be eligible to receive free rice. Eventually,
she extracted a major concession from
the Union government that the existing
allocations, as they stood in 2013, for all
the States would be legally safeguarded.

Hence, it was no surprise that the two
southern neighbours joined the rest of the
country in November 2016 in
implementing the law.

Why are Tamil Nadu and Kerala
opposing the amendment to NFSA?
Explaining how Kerala would be affected
by the latest move, Mr. Jacob has pointed
out that States such as his, characterised
by nuclear families, will be ata
disadvantage as there will be a reduction
in the quantity of free foodgrains for
families with fewer than five members. He
has recalled that even in 2013, when the
law took effect, his State took the stand
that the AAY cardholders deserved
“special consideration,” a position that it
continues. “As a consumption State, any
cut in Kerala’s allocation is a matter of
concern,” Mr. Jacob stated.

Mr. Vijay, who referred in his letter to
Mr. Modi about how the amendment

allocation of foodgrains from 65,261
tonnes to 42,040 tonnes, stated that the
number of AAY cardholders below the
family size of five members is 15.75 lakh
(out of a total of 18.64 lakhs), covering
58.51 lakh beneficiaries (total: 69.27
lakhs). “Rice provided to the AAY
cardholders is a staple ingredient of all
three meals of the day and cannot be
substituted with any other commodity
from the open market, resulting in
substantial out of pocket expenses,” he
said.

Besides, Anuradha Talwar, a
functionary of the Right to Food
Campaign, said that the amendment
would bring a “North-South divide” in
foodgrain allocation, as families in
northern States would get higher
allocations as their average family size
was bigger than that of the southern
States.

What is the way forward?

Ideally, such a change should have been
subjected to greater public scrutiny to
arrive at a consensus. However, T.
Sadagopan, president, Tamil Nadu
Progressive Consumer Centre and veteran
activist who served on the State
government’s panels on food, suggests
that the Centre chalk out a middle path by
making the allocation of 30 kg per family,
irrespective of family members. This
would help the Union government to cut
down its subsidy bill.

THE GIST
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The Centre has proposed
amending the NFSA to change
AAY foodgrain entitlements
from a household-based
system to a per capita
allocation of 7 kg per person,
subject to a maximum of 35 kg
per household, to address
inequities in the existing.
system.

v

Tamil Nadu and Kerala have
opposed the proposal, arguing
that it will reduce foodgrain
allocations for households with
fewer than five members and
increase the burden on poor
families, particularly in States
with predominantly nuclear
families.

v

While the Centre says the
amendment will make
foodgrain distribution more
equitable, critics warn it could
widen regional disparities, and
some have suggested a middle
path of a fixed 30 kg allocation
per household.
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Marathi and the long politics behind the
language question

The Hindi language controversy in Maharashtra is rooted in a long history of Marathi linguistic assertion, from Shivaji's reforms to the Samyukta

Maharashtra movement; it revives debates on mother-tongue education, linguistic identity and federalism

Prathmesh Kher

n April and June of 2025, the
government of Maharashtra, led by
the Mahayuti coalition, issued two
resolutions mandating Hindi as the
compulsory third I for stud:
from Class 1 onwards in Marathi- and
English-medium State board schools,
citing alignment with the National
Education Policy of 2020. The
announcement was, by any
administrative measure, modest in scope,
though its political consequences were
anything but.

‘Within weeks, the streets of Mumbai
and Pune were filled with protesters. Two
figures who had not shared a platform in
years, Uddhav Thackeray of Shiv Sena
(UBT) and Raj Thackeray of the
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena, found
themselves, improbably, on the same
side. By the end of June, the government
had withdrawn the orders. The grammar
of this linguistic confrontation is centuries
old.

L The first language war

By the early 17th century, Persian was the
language of power across the Deccan. The
Mughal court, the Adil Shahi sultans of
Bijapur, and the Nizam Shahi of
Ahmednagar all conducted their affairs in
Persian. Marathi-speaking people were
governed, taxed, and adjudicated in a
language foreign to them.

Shivaji did not accept this. In 1630,
approximately 86 per cent of the
vocabulary in Maratha administrative
documents was Persian. By 1677, it had
fallen to 37 per cent. The instrument of
this transformation was the
Rajyavyavaharakosa, the Thesaurus of
State Usage, commissioned and
completed in that same year. Every
Persian and Arabic administrative term
was given a Marathi or Sanskrit
equivalent. Forts received Sanskrit names:
Sindhudurg, Suvarndurg, Prachandgarh,
Pratapgarh, etc. The royal seal was
inscribed in Sanskrit.

Every subsequent episode of Marathi
linguistic resistance is a repetition of this
founding act.

11. The colonial period

Jyotirao Phule’s deposition to the Hunter
Commission on Education in 1882 is
among the most important documents in
the history of Indian educational policy.
Phule argues that colonial educational
expenditure overwhelmingly benefits the
upper-caste elite, using revenue extracted
from Shudra labour to subsidise the very
class that oppresses them. He demands
compulsory primary education for all,
teachers drawn from the cultivating
classes, and instruction in Modi and
Balbodh, the two Marathi scripts. His
writing in the spoken tongue of working
people was itself the argument made
visible: this language is adequate for the
highest moral and political purposes.

The founding of Kesari (Marathi) and
Mahratta (English) in January 1881 by
Chiplunkar, Agarkar, and Tilak
transformed Marathi into an instrument
of mass political mobilisation: Marathi for
the people, English for the world.

Tilak’s Home Rule speech at
Ahmednagar on June 1, 1916, put the
question of vernacular education in his
characteristic direct manner.

“Is the question whether education
should be given through vernaculars such
a big one? Our voice is nowhere. Do the
English educate their people through the

June 29, 2025; by the end of June, the government had withdrawn the orders, P11

French language? Do Germans do it
through the English language? Because
we have no authority. You have not got
the authority.”

Yet, Tilak was also the first Congress
leader to advocate Hindi in Devanagari as
India’s national language at the Nagari
Pracharini Sabha in Banaras in December
1905.

IIL. The paradox of purity and
pluralism

Vinayak Savarkar’s Bhasha Shuddhikaran,
first published in 1926, was political
surgery: a comprehensive project to
replace Arabic and Persian borrowings in
Marathi with Sanskrit-rooted coinages.
The results are now embedded in daily
speech across India. Savarkar coined or
revived: doordarshan (television),
akashwani (radio), sansad (parliament),
and hutatma (martyr, one who has
sacrificed their soul). Doordarshan
became India’s national television
network. Sansad is in the Constitution.
Hutatma names the traffic circle in central
Mumbai where the martyrs of the
Samyukta Maharashtra movement are
commemorated. Savarkar’s linguistic
project is present in the names of the
country’s own institutions.

And yet it was also Savarkar who
telegrammed the Constituent Assembly in
August 1949 with the request: “I beseech
the Constituent Assembly to adopt Bharat
as the name of our nation, Hindi as the
national language, and Nagari as the
national script.” He saw a purified,
Sanskrit-rooted Hindi as the proper
national language of a Hindu civilisation
in the throes of revival. He was a fierce
champion of Marathi within Maharashtra
but an advocate for Hindi outside it.
Savarkar never resolved this
contradiction; perhaps he did not see it as
such.

On the day Hindi was formally adopted
as the official language of the Union, the
Maharashtrian Congress leader
Shankarrao Deo spoke not against Hindi
but for a different conception of India
entirely:

“It is not uniformity but unity in
diversity. It is Vividhata (diversity) that
India stands for. That is our richness; that
is the contribution that India can make to
the world-culture and world progress... I
admit India is a nation and I am an
Indian, but if you will ask me what is your
language, Sir, you will excuse me if I say
‘My language is Marathi’... If you mean by
national language one language for the
whole country, then I am against it.”

And on Marathi’s sufficiency: “I do not
want to belittle the culture or the richness
of Hindi, but as far as culture goes, I can

receive it from my own language, Marathi
and Sanskrit, the grandmother of all
languages. They are rich enough to do
that”

B.R. Ambedkar’s position in the same
debate was, characteristically, more
layered. As Chairman of the Drafting
Comimittee, he ultimately presided over
the adoption of Hindi as the official
language, a constitutional outcome he
accepted as the will of the majority. But
he warned, on September 14, 1949, that
Hindi speakers, while a significant group,
remained “a minority of the population,”
and that privileging one language risked
fracturing the federal spirit. His earlier
pamphlet Maharashtra as a Linguistic
Province (1948), submitted to the Dar
Commission, had already argued formally
for a unified Marathi-speaking State - the
position eventually vindicated by the
creation of Maharashtra in 1960. And his
Thoughts on Linguistic States (1955),
written in the last year of his life,
articulates with characteristic rigour his
conviction that the stability of Indian
democracy depends on the recognition of
linguistic identity at the level of the state:
“One State, one language” is a universal
democratic principle, not a nativist claim.

Ambedkar’s great argument in the
Assembly, for mother-tongue primary
education as a precondition of
democratic participation, is perhaps his
most durable contribution to the
language question. Speaking on
September 2, 1949, he argued that a child
educated in a language foreign to their
home is disadvantaged from the start in
the race for knowledge and civic life. For
C ities already di ged by
centuries of caste exclusion, that
additional burden is not merely unfair. It
is politically disabling.

1V. Blood at flora fountain

The constitutional settlement did not
resolve Maharashtra’s boundaries. On
January 15, 1956, Nehru declared Bombay
a Union Territory. The streets filled
immediately.

The Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti,
formed on 6 February 1956 with
Prabodhankar Thackeray, poet and father
of Bal Thackeray, among its key members,
organised a sustained campaign of strikes
and mass demonstrations. Morarji Desai,
Chief Minister of Bombay State, ordered
police to fire. On November 21, 1955,
police opened fire on demonstrators at
Flora Fountain, killing fifteen. In the
months that followed, as Morarji Desai
continued ordering police action, the
death toll climbed. It reached 106 before
the movement was over. The square was
later renamed Hutatma Chowk, using a

word coined by Savarkar.

Maharashtra was formed on May 1,
1960. The memory of those 106 is not
ceremonial. It connects every subsequent
confrontation over the language to the
knowledge that recognition required
blood, and that the State did not hesitate.

Bal Thackeray, son of Prabodhankar,
launched Marmik in 1960 and the Shiv
Sena on June 19, 1966, to protect the
cultural and economic standing of
Marathi workers in a city filled with
migrants. The Sena began by targeting
South Indians, then pivoted as the
demographics of migration shifted
northward.

By the 1990s, the name of Bombay
itself became a political question. The
city’s name derived from the Portuguese
Bom Bahia (Good Bay), overlaid on the
older name Mumbai, which itself derived
from Mumba Aai, the name of the tutelary
goddess Mumbadevi whose temple has
stood on the site since before the
Portuguese arrived. The Shiv Sena
campaign to restore the name Mumbai,
the name by which the city’s original Koli
fishing community and most Marathi
speakers had always known it, succeeded
in 1995 when the Sena-BJP government
made the change official. The renaming
was simultaneously a de-anglicisation and
a re-Marathicisation: the city was being
given back, in name, to the community
that believed it most deeply belonged to
them.

V. Indians first, Indians last

The 2025 government orders were
resisted not out of hostility to Hindi but
because state power was being used to
privilege one language with material
consequences for children. Children are
required from age six to study a language
their family does not speak, at additional
expense, conferring benefit primarily on
those seeking employment in the Hindi
belt. Ambedkar said it in 1949: Education
in a foreign language is not a gift. Itisa
burden. The coalition that formed,
Uddhav and Raj Thackeray on the same
platform, joined by literary organisations
and citizens across party lines, reflects
not party politics but civilisational
memory.

Marathi is not threatened by other
languages in the abstract. It is threatened
by specific institutional arrangements that
advantage one language over another in
daily life. And Marathi itself has never
been pure: its vocabulary retains
Persian-derived words that centuries of
use have made its own; its great literary
tradition was radically inclusive. What it
asks, what every living language asks, is
not immunity from change but
reciprocity: time to absorb change on its
own terms rather than by institutional
imposition.

B.R. Ambedkar, who had the foresight
to see where competitive loyalties would
lead, expressed his view of these
fissiparous tendencies that would likely
plague the future of India’s body politic in
his 1949 Constituent Assembly speech.

“We are all Indians. I do not like what
some people say, that we are Indians first
and Hindus afterwards or Muslim
afterwards. I am not satisfied with that. [
frankly say that I am not satisfied with
that. I do not want our loyalty as Indians
should in the slightest way affected by any
competitive loyalty whether that loyalty
arises out of our religion, out of our
culture or out of our language. I want all
people to be Indian first, Indians last and
nothing else but Indians.”
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Christopher Nolan’s The Odyssey officially made its premiere this week, with critics
giving it rave reviews. A quiz on ancient Greek literature

Joan Sony Cherian

A
QUESTION 1
An easy one. A translation of the

subject to controversy ever since
Mr. Nolan mentioned it in an
interview. Name the scholar.

A

‘QUESTION 2

Ancient Greek plays were
categorised into two forms:
comedies and tragedies.
Aristotle considered this the
important element of a play.
Name it.

A
QUESTION 3
This Greek tragic character
gouges his eyes out after
learning a terrible truth. Name
CcM
K

the character, the play, and
the tragedian who wrote the
play. The name of the
character is also associated
with a famous
Odyssey by this scholar has been | psychoanalytical theory.

[N

QUESTION 4

The Odyssey is an epic poem
written by Homer, considered
to be a foundational work of
classical literature. However,
this ancient Greek philosopher
was of the opinion that poetry
and theatre were morally
corrupt, and that poets should
be banished. Name him.

[N

QUESTION 5

The lliad is also an epic poem
by Homer. What is its famous
opening line?

Visual Question:
This rap artist stars in Nolan’s Odyssey. Name him and
the role he plays in the film. ap

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. Name the
four distinct guarantees contained in Section 1 of the Fourteenth

Ans: Citi:

Sandford decision

Congress

ip Clause, Privileges or

Clause, Due Process Clause, and Equal Protection Clause
2. The Citizenship Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment overturned which
infamous 1857 U.S. Supreme Court judgment? Ans: The Dred Scott v.

3. Which phrase in the opening sentence of Section 1 begins the Citizenship
Clause? Ans: “All persons born or naturalized in the United States,
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof...”

4. Under Section 3, what vote of Congress is required to remove the
disqualification from office? Ans: A two-thirds vote of each House of

5. Section 3 of the Fourteenth Amendment originally targeted former
officeholders who had supported which conflict? Ans: The American Civil
War, specifically those who joined the Confederacy after swearing to
support the U.S. Constitution

Visual: Identify this U.S. Supreme Court Justice who, as a lawyer, served as
chief counsel for the plaintiffs in the landmark Brown v. Board of Education
(1954) case. Ans: U.S. Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall
Early Birds: Tamal Biswas | Sunil Madhavan | Suchit Narottam | Sitaram
Saharay | Pankaj Gharde
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

“What's the matter with you today? You
look worried.”

“Everyone in the company is worried.
Atul is coming tomorrow. And everyone
knows that he is the boss” hatchet man.”

“Hatchet man?”

“Do you know what a hatchet is?”

“Of course I do. It’s an axe. Sois a
‘hatchet man’ someone who goes around
killing people with an axe?”

“That was the original meaning, I
believe. A ‘hatchet man’ was a hired
assassin.”

“What does the word mean now?”

“Nowadays the term is usually used to
refer to someone who does all the dirty
‘work for his boss. One of the meanings of
‘hatchet man’ is someone who is hired by
a company to bring about changes which
the employees may not like.”

“Like getting rid of people?”

“Yes, downsizing is one of the things
that a hatchet man does.”

“Do you mean to say that all big
companies have a hatchet man on their
payroll?”

“That’s right. Let me tell you, being a
hatchet man is not an easy job.”

“Idon’t want to be a hatchet man. Tell
me, why do you bring back those silly
paintings from the office every weekend?
Why don’t you just leave them there?”

“...we have been told never to leave
anything in our office over the weekend. I
understand there are several people who
have sticky fingers.”

“Sticky fingers? Then why don’t you get
them to wash their hands?”

“Ha! Ha! That’s a good one. When you
say that someone has sticky fingers, it
implies he/she steals things. It’s an
expression used in informal contexts.”

“I'see. There is a rumour going around
that Govinda has sticky fingers.”

“Whenever Sunder visits our place
several things go missing. There is no
doubt about it. He has sticky fingers.”

“My mother got rid of our maid
because she had sticky fingers.”

“Oh, by the way, there is an article
about your favourite actor in today’s
newspaper. Have you read it?”

“No, what does it say?”

“According to the writer, your hero
doesn’t have horse sense.”

“Do you mean to say that he doesn’t
know anything about horse racing?”

“No, no! When you say that someone
has no horse sense, it implies that he has
no common sense.”

“Horse sense means common sense,
eh? Our school Principal is not a great
scholar, but he has enough horse sense to
tackle everyday problems.”

“Ramesh is of the opinion that women
in general don’t have horse sense.”

“If Sujatha comes to know about this
she will tear him to pieces. Do you know
that Sujatha’s father has bought Mr.
Sinha’s old car?”

“Good grief! Why has he bought that
dreadful thing! He's really scraped the
bottom of the barrel to get that old car.”

“...scraped the bottom of the barrel? I
can probably guess the meaning of the
expression. Usually when you scrape the
bottom of the barrel, you get a lot of
things that you don’t need.”

....excellent. It means that he/she is
choosing from the worst.”

“He is choosing from what is left over.”

“Exactly! When Sujatha asked Rakesh
whether he would be interested in going
to the concert with her, she knew she was
scraping the bottom of the barrel.”

“When the company hired you, I knew
they were scraping the bottom of the
barrel. Ha! Ha!”

Published in The Hindu on March 27, 2001

Word of the day

Divagate:

lose clarity or turn aside, especially from
the main subject of attention or course of
argument in writing, thinking, or speaking

Synonyms: deviate, diverge, differ, drift

Usa € She began to divagote during the
meeting.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/divagate

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /dawsgert/
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For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context”
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‘My aunt’s funeral showed me that even
in death, a woman does not belong to
herself’ — By Maitreiyee Krishna
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Power is always abused when
unlimited and unbalanced.

— John Adams
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

A global crackdown
and a chance for India

HIEMULTI agencyoperanon camed out by federallaw

Lostin India’s celebrations of
trade pacts, the big deal

NCASABLANCA, Humphrey Bogdrt

evena partial narrowing of it would dwarf

observes that the

offer fromthe EU, UK, or Japan

little people don't amount toa hﬂl of
beansin this crazy world”. Trade pol-
icyis notcinema, butthelineapplies
with some precision to India’s current di-
plomatic enthusiasm for free trade agree-
ments. Its recent trade deals with the EU
and the UK and an earlier one with Japan
have been widely celebrated, underlining

deals combined. And the bigger prize isnot
goodsatall: It is market access for Indian IT
and professional services — a services ne-
gotiation, notamerchandise one.
T sers coveronly

goods trade. India exports $79 billion in
goods to the US annually and imports $37
bﬂ.hon generating the $42 bullon surplus.

generic
40

withnet- global The cel-
against i ebrations are not entirely L.But pk Indi;
syndicates, is welcome. India has actively c« thearit i Indiamaybecheer-  per cent of US generic drug volumes), elec-

in the investigations. The findings also vindicate Delhi’s long-
heldstand thatit had no roleinterror cells operanngabroad For

ing for the hill of beans while the mountain
stands unclimbed.

years, the Indian had

The in is the United States. For

that it was involved in th of KI ahaar\‘
Hardeep Smgth]pa.nn Surrey inJune2023. Thekilling, and the
Justin Trud Timent,

the period 2020-25, India’s annual goods
trade surplus with America averaged ap-
i $42 billion. India’s combined

plunged bilateral uesu]m adeep freeze. Now, publicstatements
by senior officials of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, the
agency whose investigations were earlier cited to cast suspicion
on the Indian security establishment, reflect the maturity of the
new Canadian leadership under Prime Minister Mark Carney. He
has moved not merely to mend relations between the two coun-

mods trade surplus with the EU, the UK,
and Japan together was approximately $12
billion. The ratio is roughly 4 to 1 in favour
oftheUS. One country, notrade agreement,
nearly four times the commercial benefitof
three large partnersand three “celebrated”
trade deals. This is the number that should
fIndia’s trac

versation. It is emphatically not.

TheUS

tries but to fast-track intradeand Cana-
dian universities were long the prererred desuuauon for many beat
Indi dents, but
cational Thy provide
afreshimpetusto people-to-] people ties.

Operation Hard Ball reach

of criminal syndicates targeting the Indian diaspora not only in
[¢ i s, Australia. Indi i

is not an accident. It re-
flects India’s genuine comparative advan-
tages in pharma generics, software-adjac-
em elec(ronlcs assembly, and skilled

ity
the firsttopoint

agen
tween organised crime and terror networks. This convergence
enabled separatist groups to finance and sustain their agenda,
whﬂe forcing secunty agencies to confront syndrca(es dealing
indrugs, terrorand Extortion calls,
with Mumbai’s have
ed weapon of Torise

Indians settled abroad While v)cu.m]smg fe].low Indlans these

wor

often

soldiers.
Theoperation off Indian dias-
fer. Itis al ‘hance for India hed i
extortion racketsthat targeting busi-
fthecountry. Tt un-

ambiguous. Youngsters lured by the glamour of gang culture
must realise that the path leads not to power or prosperity but to
prison or deportation. Syndicates that once appeared untouch-
ableare now being hunted across jurisdictions. India must seize

goods. An India-US FTA
that Lemes remaining tariffs on these cat-
egories would cement demand for Indian
exports. A full deal cuts both ways too,open-
ing India’s market wider to American agri-
culture, energy, and defence goods, so the
$42billion surplus will notsimply hold. But

tronics including Apple’s iPhone as-
semblies now made in India, gems and
jewellery, engineering goods, and chemi-
cals. The US is India’s most important des-
tination for high-value, knowledge-inten-
sive manufactured exports.

The EU is India’s second-largest goods
trading partner. The country runs a sur-
plus of around $18 billion annually with
the bloc — realand growing, driven partly
by petroleum re-exports after Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine, and partly by pharma-
ceuticals and engineering goods. The EU-
India FTA matters: India pays 9-12 per cent
tariffs on textiles and garments
entering Europe, while Vietnam,

For the period 2020-25, India’s

thest along: India and the UK signed the
Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) in July 2025. It de-
livers duty-free access for 99 per cent of
India’s exports to the UK by value — but

plus of roughly $7 billion in the 2000s, $22

billioninthe2010s, $42billion now — with-

outasingle formal trade agreement, a sign

of how much more could beachieved with

one. An India-US n\greemem covering
bl

India’scurrent iththe UK

vices—

isonly around $5billion, a i TOr

tariffs maceuticals, electronics,

next to the American number.
The Japan story is more Lauuonary
Indiaand igned theC

gems, and engineering goods, plus provi-
sions on IT services and professional mo-
bility — would be the most consequential

(CEPA)
in 2011, with a trade mrget of $25 billion by
2014. India’s goods exports to Japan today
— 15 years on — are approximately $6 bil-
lion, and the trade balance has swung from
a small deficit at signing to a deficit of
roughly $11billion now. The CEPA removed
most tariffs; what it could not remove were
Japan’sformidable non-tariffbarriers. Atthe
July 2026 Modi-Takaichi summit, the two
sides agreed only to revxew and negotiatea

trade India has ever signed,
servingits broaderambitions: Aneconomy
more relianton markets than bureaucrats,
on the growth path Viksit Bharat requires.
In Incha 's trade policy universe, the US re-
ipisnotonedeal It
is the deal. The others are useful incre-
ments, thisonea structural s}
Given this, its worth asking why the US
dealissodifficult toachieve. Political econ-
omy supphes part of the answer: The likely

CEPAupgrad totalk, not
anegotiated reduction innon-tariffbarriers.

There is also the China question, which
none of these dealsaddresses but which no
serious discussion of Indian trade policy
can ignore. India’s goods trade deficit with
Chinareached approximately $99
billion in 2024-25 — arecord, on

which signed an EU deal in 2020, . rn o N imports of $113 billion against ex-
pays notﬂlg—-a legitimate griev- dnn}ml gocds. trade surplus ports of just $14 billion?%‘;e com-
ance and real opportunity. But with America averaged bined surplus from all three of In-
evenagenerousestimateofwhat  approximately $42billion.  diasagreements with EU, UK and
tL)hi EUFTA adgsa to I;éii:(i)’sbguohods India’s combined goods trade J?gan gvo;]d not cover an eighth
alance — perhaps $8-10 billion e ofthat deficit.
annually at full implementation surplus with the EU, the UK, Which brings us back to the
— leaves the US surplus in a cat- and Japan together was United States. The India-US goods
egorically different league. approximately $12 billion relationship has strengthened

The UK deal is the one fur-

every decade since 2000 —asur-

losersar Indian producerswho
currentlyenjoy protection, and China, since
deeper US-India integration would rein-
force the global shift away from Chinese
manufacturing dominance.

In the end, Bogart gave up the hill of
beans and chose the larger cause. India’s
trade negotiators face aversion of the same
choice: Keep celebrating agreements that
improve the margin, ormusterthe political
will for the one that changes the game. The
arithmetic has been clear for some time.
The question is whether the strategy has
caught up with it.

The writer is chairperson of the Technical
Expert Group for the first official Household
vey for India. Vie P al

Acquisition, merger, takeover —
corporate talk is BJPspeak

Lessons froma Chinese
supercomputer

this moment to ensure that organised crime ceases to be a lu- { ) NDIA IS currently witnessinga cap-  have discovered remarkable reserves of N JUNE 23, at the International Supercomputing
crative enterprise, and is seen for what it really is — a high-risk, ‘@S ture of every institution that wasde-  procedural delay whenever the peunons Conference, amachinealmost no one had heard of
zero-reward proposition. '3-45-; signed to mediate, rcon-  cc ownparty’s The vaulted to the top of computing’s most-watched
= jl strain executive power. These partisan functioning of governors in states scoreboard LmeShme housed at the National
s ~ \x‘ A institutions are now being subordi-  like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and clocked2.198
D()n t let the rowdy nated to the interests of a specific faction nf ‘West Bengal has been documented. The EC the High Linpack —more
M A BaBy bigcapital, whichis fused with the id i on i very than 20 percent fasterthan the Umlad States'El Capitan at 1.809.
l cal apparatus of Hindutva, which pursues  possibility of an electoral democracy rests. SUBIMAL ItisthefirstChi he TOPS00 ‘Tai-
p 0 lthldn get aW'ly the idea of Hindu Rashtra. Itisan ongoing  But it has repeatedly refused to act on com- BHATTACHARJEE huLight in2017 and the first machme everto crosstwo exaflops
project of legal, electoral and territorialen-  plaints against the Prime Minister and the using only general-purpose CPUS, no GPUS.
I-DESHIVQDM thing gineering which is being materialised Home Minister for speeches that, by any That last detail is the story. Chma d:d not wmbybuymgthe
i Ramesh Mhatre, fnrrhe through legislation that says one thingand  reading of the Model Code of Conduct, con- best chips; it wz 1fromd fully
assault i aTl = does another. It is also being established  stituted communal appeals. domestic stack — custom 304-core LXZ processors built on the
pal hospital afteravideoofthe incident went viral. The through a sustained assault on constitu- Now with the SIR exercrse the current Arm arclntecture, a propne‘rary LingQi interconnect, the home-
altercation reportedly arose over the treatment of a patient on tional tand bety ular  ECI'slackof i ex- grownLi mandKylin OS, 13.8 milli
Monday. Attimes, tempers do run high in hospitals with patients republicand a theocratic state. posed. While upholding the legality of the cores. C}unastoppedsubnumngm the TOP500 asthe USexport
and their families contending with overcmwd.ed and oftenun- Since 2014, the ruling party’s political ~ SIR exercise in its May 2026 judgement, cit- controlsbit; re- ingitisa i that old
hygienic, facilities. But. onk apparatus has merged with a specific  ingArticle 324, the Supreme Court directed did notworkasis Theexport ince 2022 trij
becauseit Iton medical il by cluster of corporate houses, in a relation-  the ECItosend the namesofthose whowere astate-backed self- i ive. Chipself- just33
of his official position. Resi approach their rep- shipof mutual reinforcementsodensethat  deleted on the grounds of doubtful citizen- per cent in 2024, is targeted at 80 per cent by 2030. TrendForce
resentanves over a host of everyday ClVIC concerns. Their elfec- the boundary between state and private  shiptothe Union government for adjudica- expects domestic chips tosupply half of China’s Al-chip market
lies in resy mndm it} capital has become, in critical sectors, func-  tion under the citizenship laws. This offi- in2026. Three toolmakers, Naura, AMECand ACM Research, en-
for: i ility. A corporaror tionally invisible. Corporates that made  cially linked the electoral roll revision to tered the global top 20 for the first time in 2025; Huawei's Al-chip
hould neverintis browbeat: heyaredis- investments in the BJP are receiving citizenship determination. The SIR deletes revenue is projected to jump 60 per cent to $12 billion.
charging their duties. Mhatre’s arrest on Wednesday has, there- material returns in the form of public-sec-  names. The CAA offers a conditional rein- This is the value-chain ascent in miniature: China climbing
fore, sent the right message — Maharashtra’s Mahayuti govern- tor disinvestment, rewriting of environ-  statement to some who belong to the right from assembly into design, tooling, materials and architecture
ment, of which the Shinde Sena is a part, will not treat mental and land-acquisition clearmce religion. The NRC is the eventual settling of —thehigh-margin, hard-to-replicatelinks wherestrategic lever-
high-handedness wahunpuru[y norm ingoft accounts, The ulti ofthe SIRisbe- agesits. For India, the moment is u]strucuve Launched in 2021
Foratlm t in1966, the Shiv to absorb corporate debt, etc. Political comingclearer. wrthaRs76000 lay, the India! Mission
E politics! that irectaction poweritselfis being reorganised as returns The Places of Worship (Special Provi- i TheT: chip
evenatthecostof law. Whi i on corporate investment. sions) Act, 1991, prohibited the conversion fabin Dho!era, aRs 91,000-crore, 28nm bet on 50,000 wafers a
Mara(hl pnde was the party’s avowed objective, parochialism Acquisitions. Mergers. F ol’ any p]ace of worship and directed that month, anchors the effort, with first silicon due around 2028.
force and violence. Whether inenfor- ‘Terms used in cor rooms have  the of everysuch place Three lessons can be drawn from this result. First, an eco-
cingbandhs, interveningin local disputes or confrontingofficials, been perfected by the BJPasthequickfixto  as it stood on August 15, 1947, be main- system is not a fab: China’s edge came from depth across equip-
the Sena projected itself as an organisation willing to bypass in- overcome electoral setbacks. Itbegan with  tained. In 2022, the Supreme Court said ment, materials, i d d IPbuiltover
stitutions in favour of: a rouhh pohncs However, as the party as- the fall of hroughtheor-  duringthe Gyanvapi hearings that though adecade.ISM2.0's refocus on equipment, materials and Indian
|rcm m)\r to nwm ganised poaching and wholesale purchase ~ “conversion” of a place of worship is 1P suggests the lesson is absorbed; execution is the test. Second,
itselfasa capableof of elected Congress legislators in Madhya barred by the Ac’r “ascertaining its relig- design s leverage, uptohalfofvalue addition, and India already
publicinstitutions. . Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka i c.Later, ot *isnot. In practice, the dis- . , hosts the R&D f Nvidia, Intel, Q and TexasIn-
Shiv Sainiks, though, have not completely abandoned their 1:0 prevemf t‘hls the targets shifted to the NCP, SS, AAPand tinction between “ascertaining™ and “con- Washmgton S struments, a fabless strength that may pay faster than chasing
ways of yore. Afterthe partysplitin 2022, cadresloyal toUddhav kindof political ~ TM™MC. The “future trading” in political ~verting” has proved to be illusory. The denial strategy  leading-edge fabs. Third, patient capital and talent win: Witha
Thackeray liit fthe rival Shinde commerce,the  leadershas be‘come sonormalised thatit RSS-BJP project requires an endless assumed that 700 00(} 2030, ythat
faction. In Marchlastyear, workersof[he Shinde Sena ransacked TenthSchedule, "% barely registers as a scandal. supply of “disputes” to sustain communal withholdin;
aMumbm auditorium, wherecomedlan](u:ml](ammhadmkm . N Toprevent thiskind of wholesale politi- ~ polarisation as an electoral resource. 8 ’l'hedeeper[akeawayls B/eopnhtu::‘xl ‘Washington’sdenial strat-
theirleader.T mment, wasintroduced  ¢qj commerce, the Tenth Schedule, also Delimitation based on askewed popu- technology gy ouldp itslead
k ivesits calli d, canillafford to in1985.1t knownasth defection law, lation data will restructure the arithmetic would preserve i China’ isthatdenial
allow such acts of intimidation to become normalised. It must represented a duced in1985. Despite its loopholes, itrep-  of Parliament in favour of the BJP’s core itslead fragmenting the global stack into parallel, incompatible eco-
ensure that Wednesday’s action is not an isolated response but itutional resented ituti states. The SIR purges the rolls of those " < sys(ems For India, tha! fracturing is an opening: As multina-
for dealing with political power. cofistitutio; that the buying and selling of most likely to the BJP— poor, u?de‘ﬁmtely' hina-Taiwan ration, anon-
aCkﬂUWledg— goes against the ethos of a multi-party  migrant, minority, marginalised. The China'sanswer  aligned, English- Indiagrc ideditdoes
ment that the y. That acknow! has  CAA offers a backdoor for religious sort- isthat denial not mistake assembly for autonomy.
Th e b ees an d t]] e b i r d S buyingand nowbeen rendered ceremonial. Themech-  ing, The assaulton the 1991 Act generates accelerates LineShine’s lesson is not that China has won the computing
9 selﬁng of anism of “merger” —requiring two-thirds ~ the communal charge that keeps the Hin- substitution: race Itisthatadetermined. state, denied Lhebmt tools canbuild
. N ofalegislative party todefect —isbeingex- ~ dutva coalition together. 5 must
l] I(e uson ]y legislatorsgoes  piojted with clinical efficiency. ‘The CPI(M) and the Left are fighting for fragmenting  weighwhethercontrolsthat catalysearival'sindustrial policy are
against the Speakers governors and the E]ectron ituti the global stack  worth their cost. New Delhi should read the result plainly: Sov-
ethos of a multi- f the within which the working class mmonnes into parallel ereignty msilrcon isbought with sustained i mvesl:ruent indigen-
MONG THE elements that constitute the Homo sa- positions that were designed as counter- agi- a e ousIPand ing talent, and not
piens’self-definition, thereis onethatisoften ignored. party weightsorreferees. However, speakers,who  tateand alter the course of history. mcompauhle
Human beings have an unending capacity for narcis- democracy are the constitutional authorities charged €cosy de d tech policy adviser and author of
sisticconceit. The “innerlife”, it Dbelieved. with deciding disqualification petitions, The writer y, CPIM) The Digital Decades: On 30 Years of the Internet in India
is the province of" very few anunals With reluctance, people ac-
that “higher primates, dol-
les — are wortl ithy. For lowly insects,
though, tl israrelywith Theant col- . S
onyandt their: buttheant 40 YE ARS AGO Violencein Ahmedabad CSSmgh dead entand set fire toa state transport bus,

and the bee are merely constituents of a collective.

Itturnsout that behind their bealot
more complex (han people thought. A paper published in the
in Oel' o

mmsemng. yeesreactto

lar ways to some mammals, including human babies — [hey

seem to like sugar water, and retreat from saltiness. Researchers

concluded that bees may have a “subjective inner state”.
Beesare ready tojoin th ing ranks of smart

mals. Corvids — crows, ravens, etc —usetools, have moods and

i d dislik theirkinh, forlan-
guages. Perhaps it’s mugh tosee these cream.r&as close kin be-
But

then,
atacrowd of' humans and not see people atall.

, itmightjustlook

two jeeps and a furniture shop. The

July 10,1986
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11 kilod, 80 hurt in
Ahmedabad violence

'INDIAN EXPRESS

COMMUNAL VIOLENCE, which claimed
300 ives last year, raised its ugly head once
again in the Dariapur-Shahpur areas of the
walled city during the annual rath yatra pro-
cession, leaving 11dead and nearly 80
injured. Anindefinite curfew has been
clamped on the areas. Official sources said
the trouble began when the rath yatra pro-
cession passing through the Chandan
Talavdilocalityin the Dariapur area was
subjected to heavy stone-throwing. The
processionists had to divert their route.

epapenindianexpress;oom.. .

THE UNION Petroleum Mlnls[er Chandra
Shekhar Singh, who wa:

Express photographev Karter Singh’s car

treatment at AlIMS for liver cancer, died.
He was 60. Singh, former CM of Bihar, was
admitted to the AlIMS on June 30.

200 held asrally turns violent

THE POLICE resorted toa lathi-charge to
disperse an unruly mob ata Haryana Sang-
harsh Samiti meeting. The agitators, who
weremainly from the Lok Dal turned viol-

New Delhi

was d. The police arrested
200 persons.
21killedin SriLanka

AUTHORITIES CLAMPED a curfew onthe
northeastern city of Trincomalee after 21
people were reported killed in two inci-
dents. Residents of the port city said that
six people, believed to be members of the
same Tamil family, were killed.



® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Right now, too much of the Democratic
Party’s identity is defined by

what it stands against.

— The New York Times
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A weekly column, which offers not this-versus-that. but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

Cities provide more opportunities for women to work. Why can so few women access them?

Not till cities reduce
time, safety, care costs

KANIKA MAHAJAN

HE LATEST PLFS city esti-
mates from the National Stat-
istics Office seem to offer a
hopeful story: India’s largest
cities provide women with
betterjobs. Inthe 46 million- ities, 65.1

perweek than men. In bigger urban cities,
this hour gapisslightly larger, ataround 14
per cent. A simple accounting exercise
shows that fewer hours explain almost 20
per cent of the earnings gap. Adding age,
education and occupation raises the ex-
plamed shaxe tojust. 30 percent. The larger
point

alty for women persists irrespective of city
size, pointing toa more general problem of
genderdiscrimination.

The harder question is why female par-
ticipation islower in the largest cities than
inurbanIndiaas awhole. Oneanswer lies
in the g of work, since women’s

percentofemployed women are in regular
salaried work, compared with 509 per cent
in urban India overall. Yet female labour
force participation inthesecitiesisonly 25.5
per cent, lower than the urban average of
277 per cent. Big cities produce better jobs,
but the real question is why so few women
canaccess them.

It should not surprise us that big cities
have a higher share of salaried jobs. This is
the equilibrium outcome of thicker labour
markets. iti d

ness services, along with more educated
workers. Among women, 294 per cent in
these citi -ollege-and-abx duca-

employment is not just a wage decision.
Evidence from job-search behaviour
shows that women search closer to home
and are willing to trade off wages for
shorter commutes. Indian evidence on
urban mobility points the same way.
‘Womenare farlesslikely than mento step

Beyond childcare,
four other barriers

A

Roopa Kupva

HERE ARE two things worth
cheeringabout in the latest re-
port of the National Statistics
Office on India’s million-plus
cities. First, female labour
force participation has climbed from 19.8
per cent in 2017-18 to 272 per cent in 2025,
showing the sharpest gain of any group.
Thesecond isentrepreneurship—in32of
the46 million-pluscities, more than 20 per
centofunincorporated establishmentsare
now runby women. Cities have become In-
dia’s biggest centres ofopponum[y for

spending time on a street without a clear
purpose. Women feel they must be doing
something legitimate to justify their pres-
encein publicspace. That'sa very different
problem from safety alone, and it’s one po-
licing can't fix. The answer is designing
cities that assume women are full partici-
pantsin public life — not those whoneed a
reason tobe there.

Career /omen wix
clear the first two hurdles run into a third:
Theydon'triseat the ratethey enter. Only 5
percentof NSE-500 companies are women-
led. Foryears, theexplanation hasbeenma-
ternity breaks and caregiving. That nar-
rative istired and incomplete — it explains
some exits, but not why so many women
whostay still don't progress intoleadership.

Alarge part of the answer is uncon-
scious bias. Successful women are often
less liked than successful men, because
traits like assertiveness and driving ac-

From Hormuz to
Malacca, Delhi must
draw the right lessons

ARUN PRAKASH

S WASHINGTON finished
celebrating America’s 250th
Independence Day, millions
in Tehran, defying predic-
ions, filed past theirslain Su-
preme Leader’s remains to pay homage.
TheStrait of Hormuz, locked ina volatile
“strategic pause”, hasnow erupted inare-
newed spasm of extreme violence. The
tension and uncertainty that have be-
come inherent in the Persian Gulf vividly
illustrate how geography canbe weapon-
ised to hold the global economy and
world peace to ransom.

Violence had returned on June 25,
when Iranattacked a Singapore-flagged
merchant vessel that failed to comply
withits prescribed routeing instructions.
This was followed by a brief exchange of
air and missile strikes with US forces,
and a nominal pause in hostilities. The
pause was short-lived because each in-
terdiction by Iran of what it considered
“errant” merchantmen provoked a re-
taliatory US strike.

The Islamabad Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU), signed on June
17, was intended to establish a 60-day
provisional ceasefire between the US-Is-
rael coalition and Iran. As many feared,
the shaky agreement began to crumble
soon after its signing
under the weight of con-
flicting interpretations
and rigid positions
adopted by all parties.

On July 8, shortly
after President Donald
Trump declared the
MoU “dead”, US Central
Command announced
onsocial media that “US
forces completed a new
round of offensive
strikes against Iran, hit-
ting over 80 targets... as

out of the home on a given day, g
safety, household responsibility, social
normsand weak transporr systems. Fewer

women—andi itisn'tonly the
big metros. In Surat, Vadodara and Pune,
40 per cent of unincorporated establish-

hour reflectsimilar
care, commuting and safety.

This helps explain why rural India has
historically shown higher female work par-
ticipation. Much rural workislow-paid and
informal, but agri ied workis

tion against25 percent innon-metrourban
India. Once firms and skllled workers

often closertohomeand easierto combine
with domestic responsibilities. As work

clustertogether,’ follows, movesfrom non-:

Nor is u surpnsmg that employed  growth canexclude women in the absence
womeninb: insal-  of: hildcare and
ariedjobs. Women place highvalueonnon-  quality jobs.

wage attributes such as predictable hours,
formal contracts, paid leave, safety, child-
care and transport. Research shows that

sion of white-collar work, which offers
higher returns andsocial acceptability. Our
research similarly finds that larger firms
employ more women, likely because they
offer amenities like maternity benefits,

The unemployment data also tell the
same story. Female unemployment (ages
15-59) is higher than male unemployment
everywhere, but the gender gapislargerin
the 46 big cities, at 9.81 per cent for women
against 6.49 per cent for men, versus 9.07
and 6.36 per cent elsewhere. Big cities are
not merely places where women opt out.
Theyarealso places wherewomen looking

run by women.

Both numbers deserve celebration, but
they comewithacatch. Female LFPR, even
after this gain, is still barely a third of the
male rate of 759 per cent. Startlingly, de-
spite the shift in aspirations, nearly 70 per
centofwomen outside the labour forcestill
cite childcare and home commitments as
the reason, proof that this is far from a
solved problem.

Fortherest, however, four gaps explain
why the LFPR gap is not closing faster.
Every system that touches a woman’s
working life — how she gets to work,
whether she can occupy public space with
the same ease as men, whether she rises
once she’s in an organisation, whether a
bank or an investor will fund her — is de-
signed around a male default.

Mobility: For men, the labour market
begms atthe workplace Formanywomen,
it atthe

c with
that women be ac dat-
ingand nurturing. A firm view fromaman
reads as conviction; from a woman, as
sharp. Women are asked to de]wer out-
—andthat -be-
lief and choices, sometimes uncon-
sciously. Thatiswhy, asone reportshowed,
menapply for roleswhen they meet 60 per
cent of the qualifications, while women
wait until they meet nearly all of them.

and

an response
tolran’s latestattacks on
vessels transiting the Strait of Hormuz”.
This is a dismaying indication that
both trigger-happy nations are willing
to risk the complete collapse of this
fragile agreement.

Atthe heart of the discord lies Article
§ of the MoU, which mandates that Iran
use its “best efforts” to ensure the safe
passage of commercial vessels through
the Strait. Tehran views the MoU as rec-

This is where th tion usually
runs into a familiar objection — that sup-
porting
mising merit. Far from it. Promoting
women isn’t anti-merit; it’s how you ac-
tually give yourself the chance to uncover
moreofit. Organisationsthat etTechely ex-

iti fits authority toreg
within its territorial waters, while Wash-
ington rejects this, insisting the Strait
must begoverned by the principles of free
“transit passage” guaranteed by the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea.
Israel had distanced itself from the

clude half the aren’t

standards. They’re narrowing them.
Funding: The fourth gap is capital.

‘Women-led MSMESs in India face a credit

gap of amu.ndss per cent, held back by in-

transport and paid leave. forwork face aharder lem.
The salaried- work slausuc must (here- India’s urban agenda cannot treat
ncej women asan -

forebe

on being employed. It tells us only that
among the minority of urban women who
make it into paid work, many select into
better jobs. It does not mean the city has
solved women’s employment problems. A
city where three-fourths of women remain
cess because the one-fourth who work are
more likely to be salaried.

‘The same caution is needed in reading
theearni O ‘women

productofgrowth. Cities need frequentand
. 3 : 5

busstop, atthetrain station. ORF’s Women
on the Move study found that over half of
anFn rep d i i

ity,

on ilar share per-

street lighting, mixed: ceive it as unsafe. Women also rarely have
child d regulationsthat linear — their journeys are
ities easier for employers to provide. The “chained”, hildrentoschool, ma-

real lesson from the new data is that even
our best labour markets do not work for
women. Until cities reduce the time, safety
and care costs of takingajob, they will con-
nnue to produce better jobs without produc-

earn 22.7 per cent less than men, an impor-
tantdisparity, but monthly earnings donot
account for hours worked. The PLFS data
show that women employed in salaried
workworkalmost 12.6 per cent fewer hours

lower property owner-
shnp and financial literacy. Further up the
ladder: Less than 5 per cent of India’s VC
funding goes to start-ups with a woman
founder. Partofthereason is pitch-room dy-
namics. Studies have shown that investors
ask women founders more “prevention”

nagmgerrands onthe way to or\:acktmm

— about risk, safety, what could
gowrong — while men are asked “promo-

work—whileourtransport

built around a simple home-to-office trip.
Iftransportisn’t reliable, safe orbuilt forhow
‘womenactuallymovethroughacity, labour

‘women workers, upply evVersees
the candidate.

The writer i i of i Th per problem is

ics at Ashoka L beyond the Lookat our public

Co-Lead for Employment at the
Isaac Centre for Public Policy

spaces— you rarely see women simply sit-
ting in a park alone, lingering in a café, or

tion” about growthand scale.

Cities have opened a door for women
that didn't exist a decade ago. But walking.
through it still means clearing acommute,
a public square, a boardroom and a bank.
Until all four are rebuilt for her, closing the
gap with men will take far longer than it
needsto.

The writer headed Crisil and ONI

YASHEE

Spendonyour child'sfuture, drawaline

these, some common threads emerged.
‘There is the earnest “dignity and indepen-
denceinyoursilveryears” framing. Thereis
the rather aggressive “spend on yourself,

SBIHASanewad.T
The ad: says, Yourchl.ld willstudy mechan-

bethewind beneath
your children’s wings forever” framing,

donl!eaveapennyfurmwemgraxa fram-
ing. T

‘was to be spent in her service, every recom-
mendation of what is “best” for her to be fol-
lowed, irrespective of the cost to me. Did not
workoutgreat.Iwastired, yes. Butmorethan
that, T and bitter.

need tolookafter yourselftoo, and thisisall
the money you had for them. If that makes

MoU, that the ct fire did
not constrain its military operations
against Hezbollah, and its forces con-
tinued to wreak death and destruction
well inside Lebanon. Given that the
deeper roots of this whole conflict lie in
Tel Aviv and in Israel’s underlying aims
of eliminating Iran’s military and nu-
clear capabilities as well asits top leader-
ship, Tran’s possible response remains
an imponderable of intense concern to
the world.

ForIran, engaged inagrossly unequal
conflict in which it has suffered tremen-
dous devastation, accompanied by ex-
treme economic hardship due to pro-
longed sanctions, the Strait is the final
strategic card left for it to play. A huge
chasm persists between Iran’s demand
for securi re-
lief, and Lhe US stipulations in respect of

LLUSTRATION: TANUSHRIMITRA

uranium enrichment by Iran and free-
dom of navigation. Unless mediators like
Pakistan and Qatar can hammer out yet
another modus vivendi, the Islamabad
peace process may have breathed its last
and the region risks sliding back into an
open-ended crisis.

These events show howqu.lcklyrxsmg

i an turn maritime
into geopolitical flashpoints, disrupting
shipping lanes and global supply chains.
Asinterstate competition grows, the abil-
ity to threaten these critical routes for
energy, trade, and commerce under-
ic stability and highlig

why a rules-based international order
must be urgently restored.

Closer to home, parallels are being
drawn between Hormuz and the Anda-
manand Nicobar Islands, situated at the
mouthofthe Malacca Strait, asa fulcrum
of naval dominance in India’s eastern
waters. Coincidentally, a mega project
that envisages a deepwater port, an in-
ternational airport and a township on
Great Nicobar Island — a mere 90 miles
from the Indonesian port of Sabang — is
awaiting final government approval.
Proponents of this project claim that
apart from its economic benefits, the
project would bolster India’s regional se-
curity posture and act as a deterrent for
China’s maritime ambitions in the In-
dian Ocean region.

While the absence of military fortifi-
cation of the Andaman and Nicobar
Command has been a long-overdue
lacuna, equating India’s potential lever-
ageover Malaccawith Iran’stight gripon
Hormuz could be misleading. Whereas
the Strait of Hormuz isa
short passage; domi-
nated by anarrow bottle-
neck between Iran and
Oman, the Strait of Ma-
lacca is a 1,100-kilo-
metre-long transit corri-
dor, running between
Indonesia, Malaysia, an
Singapore, which brook
noexternal interference.
Since Hormuz consti-
tutes the Persian Gulf’s
sole exit, its closure
means total maritime
isolation of the littoral
states. In the case of Ma-
lacca, there are alternative (albeit much
longer) routes available via the Sunda,
Lombok and Ombai-Wetar Straits, con-
necting the Pacific and Indian Oceans.

Given the vast ocean areas involved,
interdiction or interference with interna-
tional shipping via Malacca may be a
bridge too far, even for a major naval
power. And yet there is no doubt that the
800-kilometre north-south geographic
spread of the Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands enables India to dominate the Bay
of Bengal, and our naval strategists must
draw all the right lessons about sea con-
trol, trade-warfare and blockades, from
the ongoing Persian Gulf melodrama.

‘While maintaininga low-key posture
throughout this crisis, India has con-
veyed unmistakable but unwarranted
signs of a significant “tilt” in one direc-
tion. In anticipation of the coming
churn in regional geopolitics, India
needs to grasp the earliest opportunity
torestore diplomatic balance initslong-
term national interest.

Given its cordial relations with all
three belligerents, New Delhi needs to
shed itsdiplomaticlassitude and leverage
its moral and strategic weight to end the
ongoing violence, which could engulfits
neighbourhood. India must remonstrate
strongly withall partiestoabandon reck-
less brinkmanship, cease actions that
threaten regional stability and world
peace, and return to the negotiating table.
The Global South is watching us.

.

The writer is a former Indian Navy chief

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Let people decide

OF LATE, interest in films based on
historical episodes has created a mar-
ket forsuch films(‘Look backat the
dark, shinealight onit’, IE, July 9).

themresentful, thatisforthem
And you have to make peace with their re-
Better to deal with someone

‘Thankfully, I soon realised what my kid
needed most of all was a happy muther A

Get ready for life’s surprises with long-term
SIPs.” I duly sat down and thought about
long-term SIPs.

‘The more I thought, the more it left me
confused. Am I being asked to plan for my
retirement years because the yoga-instruc-
ting child won't be able to provide for me?
AmIsupposed tosavesoIcan fundheryoga
studio? Would the mechanical engineer
automatically have been the provider type?
Turning to the internet for an answer, I
searched “SBI mechanical engineer yoga
ad”. Turns out, other insurance firms have
similarofferings, and thereisquiteaconver-
sation on the subject on social media. From

youdraw ling
money on your child, assuming money is
neitherunlimited nor so limited as to make
such thought experiments unnecessary?

mom’ 1d summo

asm for playing with her, not just a sweaty
sense of duty. However, I do know friends
whocan putupwith allsonsofhardshxpsas

dof“re-

lot. Weare longast d:
overflowing with good intentions, butnot ~ sponsible and dutiful” they have set for
quite sure where to direct them. themselves orinherited from their parents.

Th Irealise, islearntearly in par: h works for money.

enthood. The same struggles you had about
time when your kid was a baby will be re-
peated with money when they are older.
‘Whatever worked for you then will work in
the future.

Ttried being the martyr mom when my
daughter was born. Every waking moment
(and mostmoments were waking moments)

Speud on your children till it doesn’t
make you resentful. Spend on them till the
point you can do so without expecting re-
turns. Spend out of duty if it makes you

else’s resentment in reasonable comfort
than simmer yourself while also worrying
about money.

Our job is to educate them, equip them
for the world, teach them how to make
choices, and then stand back and watch
them make those choices. If the choices go
wrong, we can shelter them till they feel
brave enough to make new ones. Ourjob is

tion sees athreat to national security
whenevera film does not conformto
itsideological agenda. Thisiswhy
filmslike The Kashmir Files, The Ke-
ralaStory,and Dhurandharwerenot
only free of such concerns but were
alsopromoted at the highest levels.
Thedirective towithdraw the film
Satluj from alimited-reach OTT plat-
form has only ignited public curios-
1ty ‘Why not let the people be the final

not ithen weighthem
down with our expectations. Twould much
rather enrolin - my kid’s yoga StlelO Lhan
fund anexy

Mas[er sand expect herto: pay formy medi-

happy, but have nooblig
tion to feel the same sense of duty. Stop the
dayyoustart reminding themofhowmuch
you have spent. Instead, tell them that you

later.

The writer is senior assistant editor, The Indian
Express. yashee.s@indianexpress.com

epaper.indianexpress.com -. .

f historical events, however
painful they may have been?
Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru

Restoring fairness
PRATAPBHANU Mehta’s distinction

New Delhi

between visible corruption and mar-
ket-shaping favouritism deserves at-
tention (‘When corruption does not
makea political noise’, IE, July 9). Re-
storing competitiveness requires de-
politicised regulatory bodies and
stricter disclosure norms governing
business-government dealings.
Political parties across the spectrum
must be held tothe samestandard.
MBarathi, Bengaluru

Cricketwoes

FOUR STRAIGHT losses afteraT20
‘World Cup triumph demand answers
that go beyond personnel changes
(‘Four defeatsin, acricket question’,
IE, July 9). The real reset lies in tacti-
cal range. The IPL has bred power, but
Test cricket taught the value of
changinggears. UnlessIndia teaches
both, collapses will recur and “reset”
willbecomeroutine.

Veda Chidanand, Bengaluru
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How Indonesia’s
iconic Prambanan
temple was lost
and rediscovered

Nikita Mohta
New Delhi, July 9

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi’s visit to

* ECONOMY

Lessons for India from
Brazil’s ethanol pathway

ANIL SAs1

IN THE mid-1970s, faced with surging oil
import billsand animploding global sugar
market, Brazil made abold bet: it would run
itscarsonalcohol. Halfa century later, this
Brdzuxan push to ramp up ethanol use m

World Heritage Site. The P

mixisnowa
Indonesia, this week marked the beginning of India’s effort fuel adoption.
to help restore the iconic Prambanan Temple, a U'N'ESCO Therearey
Temple C torsthat have made ded
located on theisland of Java, comprise Prambanan Temple spaced-out approach to fuel blending with
CandiF the vehicular eco-

(alsoknownas Loro

Sewu Temple, Bubrah Temple, and Lumbung Temple.

The birth of a temple

The Sanjaya dynasty ruled the Mataram Kingdom in
Central Java during the eighth and ninth centuries. It i is
generally associated with the revival of Shaivite Hi

system being given enough time to adapt to
thistransition intandem with clear guidance
to motorists; and offering choice and price
incentives for consumers to shift to ethanol

Brazil’s first ethanol blending law goes

all the way back to 1931. Its success

story was built over decades of policy
and offering choices to consumers

Indian geared up forhandling
*THEDIVERGENT ETHANOL BLENDING ARCS Figherienisafcthanatin e ficlimin
o\ Commuter choice
\./ m 1975 Over the past five decades, Brazil has

worked to give the power of choice to its
Brazil's 1stethanol blending  Inresponse to 1973 oil crisis, govt Fiatlaunches the 147, the world's first motorists. ;g\l uearlypevery petrol pump in
biendi Iav! (c;r 5% hIeLnd nfI launchesthe Nannnal Alcohol vehicle powered entirely by ethanol. Brazil now, people have an option tochoose
journey Program GMand Ford follow suit between blended petrol, which typically in-

cludes E27 ethanol, and E100, which is pure
@ m m hydrous ethanol. Alongside that, since

itch

Following studies, Brazilincreases  Laws passed to boost National Flex-luei hicl e market, % toFFVs,
mandatory anhydrous ethanol low-carbonvehicletech  Biofuels Policy to etha- = % can ﬁEhUD with wh{lchev'er‘ﬁ‘p i
blend in gasoline from 27% to 30% and biofueladoption is passed nol, or combination ofthetwo tionischeaperatthe pumpona particular

How long Brazil

50
took to get from
YEARS E10toE30
2014 ]

Howlong India

6
took toget from
YEARS &510520
€D

thati: inanational law. This

on theisland. Its dominance was challenged by the Sail-
endradynasty, a powerful Buddhist royal house.
Following the end of the reign of Samaratungga of the
Sailendra dynasty, Rakai Pikatan of the Sanjaya dynasty is
believed to have married Samaratungga’s daughter, Pra-
modhawardhani, and ruled between 842 and 856 CE. He
commissioned Prambanan as a grand Hindu sanctuary.

porate ethanol intoits fuel mix.

Context for adoption

5 ing (initi 5%:For20 states &4 UTs.  1.5%: Sameas last pro- 4-5%: National
launch planned) 9 Mandatory push but hit gramme, withadministered  Policy on Bio-
journey states&4UTs by supply shortages ici i i d

day. Often, E100is cheaper by 25-35% com-

pared tolower blended petrol.
Flex fuel cars were a hit with Brazilian
largely b nment

than petrol. Ethanol also improves acceler-
ationand reduces knocking (thesound that
fueli

engine cylinder). By the late 1980s, nine out
of every 10 new cars sold in Brazil were ca-
pable of running on ethanol alone.

In India, motorists were told that per-
formance would not be affected. But the
definition of performance did not include

In hisjournal article Magnificent F dBo-
robudur Temples (2026), researcher Hary Gunarto notes
thatthe construction of Prambanan was intended to mark
thereturn of the Hindu Sanjaya dynasty to power after
nearly a century of Buddhist Sailendra dominance.
Although the construction date is uncertain, inscriptions
record the consecration of the temple in 856 CE.

The marriage of a Hindu ruler and a Buddhist princess is
often seen as a symbol of religious harmony, also reflected in
the architecture of Prambanan. The temple incorporates a
Buddhist stupa-like element atop its superstructure, while
Buddhist artistic influences are visible across the complex.

For roughly the next century, Prambanan served as
key pilgrimage centre. But around 929-930 CE, the politi-
cal centre of the Mataram Kingdom shifted to East Java.
While this move is often linked to the eruption of Mount
Merapi, historians have also suggested political and
economic reasons. As Central Java was abandoned,
Prambanan fell into disuse and was eventually buried
beneath vegetation and volcanic debris.

Rediscovering Prambanan
Who first rediscovered Prambanan after centuries of
abandonment remains amatterof debate. One possible

3 o 20%:Nationwide ~ 19.2%:E20target 12.1%:Nationwidephased  10%: 5%: Countrywi h oil mar- uuleage Tha[ has come back to bite the

Let’s consider the timing. In1eSponseto.  target, 100%of pet-  metSyrsbefore  roll-out of high-blend £20 blending keting i noticed

the 1973 global oil crisis, the Brazilian gov- o[ soldisE20fuel.  schedule. fuel commenced. achieved  expand distribution chains. a sharp dip in fuel efficiency, with the

emnment launched Alcohol Pro- pmmlse of more efficiency loss as blending

gram (P A—— Concerns over vehicle damage

by promoting ethanol addi- Rz OADTRANSFORT appear: though there

tives. But its firstethanol blending law, Bra-  vehicles use a fuel composition sensor to Brazman market, and other 5= rubber parts
211 s legislation requmng a5% blend of an- i i injecti igni i Mand Ford —follo it,ac-  getting in older vehicles.

goesall theway nonnrm.m, based on the blend in the tank, cording to data from consultancy Argus. All the while, Brazil was focusing on

back to 1931. This decades-long arc culmi- petrol 1tinits Corolla flex. ent  blended fuel and ethanol, implementing

nated in the 2024 ‘Fuel of the Future’ and and ethanol and varying degrees of blends. from selling just 48,178 units in 2003, or  policiesinaphased manner toensure that

‘MoverProgram’legislation to boost low-car-
bon vehicle tech and biofuel adoption, with
[E30 petrol blend mandated in 2025.
Thetimeline of India’s ethanol-blended
petrol programme technically spans 2003
102026, Even in that, much of the action is
front-loaded. It was only in 2022 that 10%
ethanol blending was achieved, with a
rapid increase to 20% in just three years.
The government originally planned to
dispense petrol blended with 20% ethanol
only by 2030, but E20 is now the nation-
wide standard. Since then, there has been
amovetoshift toE25 as thebase fuel, with
asimultaneous push for E85-100 fuels for
specia]jsed flex-1 fuel vcbicla (EFVs).

ion
engme vehicles engmeered to operate on

early visitor was the 15th-century East J; ourt poet
Mpu Tanakung. He wrote: “A great temple complex from
ancient time rose nearamountain stream, and the path
there was lonely.” Scholars have noted striking similarities
between hisaccountand Prambanan.
Anotherfigureassociated with the site’s rediscovery is
Tl Raffles, Li Governor of Java
duringthe British interregnum (1811-16), who took a keen
interestin ingitsancient Aneven
earlier European account comes from C A Lons, an official
ofthe Dutch East India Company. AsRoy E Jordaan notes
inIn Praise of Prambanan (1996): "Lons was an employee
ofthe Dutch East Indies Company who in 1733, while stay-
ingatthe courtof the Javanese sultan asa memberof an
embassy made asightseeing tourofa number oftemple
ruins and reported on these to hissuperiors.”
P

| phases of res-
toration, many of them interrupted by World War ITand
Indonesia’sindependence struggle. “Thus the reconstruc-
tion of the main temple, which had been in progress since
1918, wasonly completed in 1953 underanew national

onetypeof fuel —typically petrol
blended with ethanol or methanol. These

® LEGAL

under 4% of total light motor vehicle de-

people who had bought vehicles earlierdid

Getting theinfraready ‘mand, to 1.63 million vehicles last year,or  not feel at adisadvantage.
Onthesecond aspect of readying the ve- il's FFV nearly 90%of the Brazilian car fleet. Thedt:r x 2
hicular ecosystem, too, big differences Brazil’s mesticcar industr Questions for India
emerge. Brazil started early with its policy pllsh of having delivered 40 million flex-fuel ve- InIndia, the push to progressively raise
to promote FFVs. These vehicles, running Flex-fuel vehicles hicles as of February since 2003, according  ethanol blending in petrol from the current
for over two decades now, are seen as the toBrazilian industry body Anfavea, E20 level to E25, before transitioning to-
drivers of the country’s transition to a (F_FVS) are InIndia, asES5 fueldispensingstations ~ wards flex-fuel vehicles and E85-E100
cleaner mobility modi engineered to are being established nationwide, onlya  fuels, 1s anmtegral part of thestrategy tore-
Itwasway backin1979thatItalianauto ~ operateonmore  few vehicle prototypes are in the works. duce fossil fuels
major Fiat launched the 147, the world’s first than one fuel. While the flex fuel setup entails an en- According to an official, “India’s future
vehicle powered entirely by ethanol in Bra- tirely separate vehicle categoryandarange  mobility ecosystem will combine EVs, bio-
zil. Volkswagen, GM, and Ford quickly fol- o of fresh vehicle i ifications,as  fuels, inamanner
lowed suit amid a global oil crisis. That FFVshavebeen  of now, India has only a handful of cars in qu[ed to Indian realities”. India currently
tempo was lost as ol prices fell. The Brazi-  drivingcleaner  thecategory:thenewly d WagonR 5%ofitscrudeoil require-
lian 1P obility in Brazil flex fuel model and the Toyota k ment, making y and energy se-
ducing FFVsat. scale from early2003, when for AEOGRATNG: brid flex fuel prototype, the Tata Punch ancl urity itical di
et i i i Hyundai Creta flex fuel version: Butthy hed mannerinwhichithashap-
On March 23 that year, Volkswagen in- decades now. Hero pened, without adequate disclaimers or
troduced the first flex-fuel vehicletothe  sms——  and TVS. Most cars and two-wheelerson  preparation, raises serious questions.

Tabling report on Justice Varma: Accountability after resignation

Vineet Bhalla
New Delhi, July 9

against Sikkim High Court Chief Justice P
D Dinakaran and Calcutta High Court
judge Soumitra Sen were dropped after

T kmtn
e Justice probe?
Varmacase Duringthe Justice Dinakaran impeach-

objective of his removal was moot.

‘What are theimplications of tabling

flag. The i ducted by Soe-

karno, Indonesia’s first president,” writes Jordaan.

LOKSABHA Speaker Om Birla'sdecisionto  they resigned. @ Lastyear, wadsof  ment episode in 2011, jurist G Mohan thereportnow?

table the report of the parliamen(ary com- Justlce Dmakaran had resigned while ~ burntcurrencynotes  Gopal, then amember ofthe panel probing Tabling the report against Justice
mittee probing former Allahabad High hemidstofitsprobe  wererecoveredfrom  thejudge, had writtentohisfellow commit-  Varma would serve two major purposes.
Court judge Yashwant Varma puts Ind:a s against him. The Rajya Sabha secretariat  Justice Varma's offi- tex themto the First, it would bring the findings of a
judicial intoun- that since the goal of the probe  cial residence. investigation despite the judge’s resigna-  constitutionally-mandated, taxpayer-
charted territory. When Justice Varmare-  wasth ofthejudge, aresignation @ Anjn-h be tionlessthanthree weeks earlier. funded inquiry into the public domain.
signedin April, itwasthought theimpeach-  rendered the process i by th Inhisletter, Gopal drew adistinctionbe- ~ Lawyer and legal scholar Alok Prasanna
ment proceedings against him had hita The same rationale was followed when  coyrt d b hetwo partsof Kumarsaid thi: ity forthe
dead end. But tablingthe  Justice Senresigned, withLokSabhadrop-  found hi Ipable. the, iry) Act: the “i Speaker to “ ovenum the unfortunate
report is a crucial step for public account-  ping the impeachment vote even though ® Over146 Lok Sabha and proof” of iour, and th 1 setinthe Di case”.
ability, challengmgalong -heldassumption  RajyaSabhahad passed theimpeachment MPsv;Iwe s mu;un “removal from office” by Parliament. He ar- “This is not just a removal process but
thataji icallyex-  motion against hi hehad resigned ! gued that ishing the tr f an ity process that allows the
[mgulshes aparliamentary probe. Legalscholars, however, point out that ?;:‘;i:z‘s::tliﬁs d the charges isan end in itself. public to know whether a judge has com-

‘What does the law say about ajudge’s
resignation?

Under Article 217, a High Court judge
can resign by writing to the President. In
1978, ~ourt ruled that ajudge®
resignation isa unilateral act that takes ef-

the law does not explicitly state thatan in- “Ifjudges are given the de facto power
quiry must lapse upon resignation. Shub- a three:member to'veto’ evenLl-usnarmw sliverofaccount-
hankar Dam, Chair Professor of Public Law neerihe  ability for mist  the public faithin
and Governance at the University of Port- Judges (Inquiry) Act. the system may be eroded further,” Gopal
smouth School of Law, said that the 1978 @ Beforethe panel wrote. He warned that aborting the probe
Supreme Court judgment did notaccount ~ could concludeits would create an “absurd situation” where
for the implications of a judge resigning  hearings, lustice ajudge could end an investigation at any

Aview of the Prambanan Temple complex. p1i

@ POLICY

fectimmediately on the date: chosen bythe  while facinga misconduct probe. Varmaresigned. pomt sn.mply by resigning.
judge, without needing; “ wrbyJusUcesDu]a— the Justice Dinakaranprobe  same
KaranandSen, way aswound up, partl acancyon
‘Why did ps forj ds retain the probe commiuee made it dysfunc-
probes lapse? post-retirement benefits,” Dam said. He tional, and the Rajya Sabha chairman, Vice
No judge has ever been i addedthatthe report liamen- President Hamid Ansari, felt that after Jus-

India. In 2011, impeachment pmceedmgs

tary and public record of a judge’s conduct.

mitted misconduct,” Kumar explained.
“This is an inquiry conducted on public
money undera constitutional process, and
we as the public are entitled to know what
the committee has found.”

Second, the findings could have legal
and financial consequences. Upon resig-
nation, a judge is typically entitled to the
i y benefits as one who re-

tice Dinakaran’s resignation, the primary

tires normally from service. A formal im-
peachment by Parliament could stop the
judge’s pension and other post-retirement
benefits, and potentially pave the way for
further criminal action.

Revamped EPFO portal: Centralised database, with easier claim filing & info access

Aanchal Magazine
&RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, July 9

AS ’I HE Employees’ Provident Fund Or-
ion (EPFO), India’s reti;
body, rolls out a revamped portal, members
will be able to access all their details on a
unified portal along with faster auto-credi-
ting of interest by July 15.
One of the most important features of
the Centralised IT Enabled Services
(CITES) project under the EPFO 2. 01 initi-

fund

Regional Office. Now, a member’s service
request can be processed from any auth-
orised location across the country,” the
Ministry of Labour and Employment said
inastatement on Wednesday.

7

Centralised d.

interest crediting pra July will beidentified
15 which would earlier get delayed toOc-  and will be communicated to the EPF
_abouran through SMS and the portal.

Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Wednes-
day said the annual interest of Rs 144 lakh
crore for financial year2025-26 willbe auto-

“Wherever additional information or
clarification is required during claim pro-
cessing, EPFO offices will be able to raise
queries online through the system.

can respond online, enabling

onthenew verified by

‘The new portal ipro- field authoriti dited to 34

cases, mcludmg crediting of mterest, on-  crore EPFaccountsbyJuly15. The EPFOhas
laims v anda  nearly8 crorecontributin

facility to view the eligible amount for with-
drawals under various claim categories.
A centralised database is a significant

ativeisthe movetowardsa da-
tabase. It followst ofi i
fromall regional centres, which will allow
members to resolve their issues at any re-
gional EPF office and not necessarily in
their city of employment, where Provident
Fund deductions may have happened.
“The EPFO has completed the process
of migratingits entire database of member
records to the new centralised database.
Earlier, theservices weretied toa particular

that will help homi-
grate for work and also the PF members
who struggle to find solutions at a particu-
lar regional office, as has happened in the
past. For instance, if an employee has
worked in Chennaiand moves backtotheir
hometown in West Bengal, they can access
their records and resolve any issues at the
EPFO office in West Bengal instead of
travelling to the Chennai office.
The new portal will also help expedite

Also, under the revised system, interest
forthe final PF settlements will now be cal-
culated up to the date of payment author-

faster resolution, minimising physical vi-

sits to EPFO offices, and further reducing

claim rejections,” the ministry said.
Inanother new feature, members willbe

isation. Earlier, interest was

up to the last day of the previous month.
“This ensures that members receive the
benefit of additional interest for the inter-
vening period,” the ministry said.

Pre-validation of claims
Member claims will undergo auto-

able to view the eligible amount for with-
drawal ir PFaccount under thedif-
ferent. claxm categories. These measuresare
aimed at improving first-time

Streamlined claims ship. The 100% eligible member balance

‘Members will have access to a um.ﬁed ‘means withdrawal of 75% of the total funds,
digital interface to view their as 25% isa datory balance
details, p fund claim ‘The full 100% amount can be
status, pensionable service records, and  withdrawn after remaining unemployed
benefitsavailed. Thisistoensuretranspar- ~ forone year.

encyand accesstoinformationabout their
PF account and submission of claims, the
‘ministry said.

Member claims for uptoRs$S

Members can also withdraw money for
the education of self and family members
dfter 12 months of’ mer_nbershlp, sub]ecr to

f10 their

lakh, which are fully KYC-linked and vali-
dated, will be processed through an auto-
settlement mechanism, it said.

In October 2025, the EPFO

membershlp For marriage of self and

family members, members can withdraw

upm100%ofrheehg:blememberbalance
of five wit!

aslew of changes to us withdrawal norms

ratesand reducing claim rejections, ashigh
claim rejection rates have been a key con-
cern over the last few years. “Earlier,
membersdid not h: isibility of the
amount they were eligible to withdraw

mated pre-validation before at
EPFO offices, as per the Ministry state-
ment. In a first-time feature, any defi-

underdifferent wi Asa
result, claims exceeding the permlsslble
limit rejected,”

ysaid.

epapenindianexpressmm.. .

b ithdrawal categories
from 13 to three — essential needs (illness,
education, marriage), housing needs, and
special circumstances, alongwith anintro-
duction of a minimum balance of 25%.
Members can withdraw fundsin case of
illness of self and family members, up to
100% of the eligible memberbalance, after
completion of 12 months of total member-

New Delhi

mgtheu membership.

For housing-related requirements, a
member may be allowed partial withdra-
wal for the purchase of a flat or house:; site
for construction ofa house; construction of
a house; repayment of a home loan ob-
tained for purchase, construction of a flat
orhouse or foracquisition of a site;and ad-
ditions, alterations, renovations or im-
provements to an existing house or flat.
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All clear

EU clean chit to CCIL will boost financial flows

he extended stand-off between the European

Securities Markets Authority (ESMA) and

the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has come to
an amicable end — without compromising the stature
or autonomy of Indian regulators and institutions.
This could lead to a turnaround in investment ties
between India and EU. ESMA has recognised Clearing
Corporation of India Limited as a Tier 1 third country
counterparty under European regulations.

This allows clearing corporations, banks
and investment companies from the EU
region to clear their transactions through
CCIL legally. Transaction costs for these
entities will fall, paving the way for increased
investments into India. Notably, the
recognition does not allow the European
markets regulator to oversee Indian clearing
systems, thereby affirming the latter’s
robustness. The impasse began in 2023. RBI
turned down the European regulator’s
demand that Indian clearing corporations be
monitored, supervised and audited by
ESMA, as mandated by the European
Markets Infrastructure Regulations.
Thereafter, Indian clearing houses were
derecognised. Indian regulators naturally
took objection to this demand, as it seemed
to cast doubts on their supervisory
capabilities — besides the prospect of
allowing external regulators access to
sensitive financial data. Even as the
stalemate dragged on till late 2025, it is
praiseworthy that RBI stood its ground.
Meanwhile, European banks and investment
companies witnessed a spike in their clearing
cost due to the derecognition. A solution was
arrived at during the EU President’s visit to
India in January, when RBI and ESMA signed
amemorandum of understanding in this
regard. The MoU states categorically that
ESMA will rely on the regulatory framework
of the RBI — thereby recognising that the
RBI remains accountable in India for the
activities of clearing corporations.

This recognition will go along way
towards improving cross border financial
transactions between India and the EU.
Institutions in the EU experienced an
increase in transaction cost while clearing
their deals through CCIL between 2023 and
2025. Dealing with a de-recognised clearing
counterparty warrants higher risk buffers
under EU regulations. Finding alternative
routes for clearing money market, foreign
exchange or bond investments turned out to
be expensive. CCIL’s recognition will be
welcomed by global bond fund managers,
who have ploughed money into India despite
the rupee’s weakness. Renewed flows will
help support the rupee in these
unpredictable times.

‘While FPIs have pulled out ¥2.68 lakh
crore out of Indian equity markets so farin
2026, they have net purchased Indian debt
securities amounting to ¥72,128 crore.
Given the higher yields in India, global
investors appear to be viewing Indian debt
quite favourably. Along with the recent
exemptions provided to FPIs from capital
gains tax and tax on interest income from
debt investments, enabling the CCIL to clear
investments from EU will further promote
investment flows.

RAVIKANTH

POCKET: Life by Compute

"Do you remember who said, I think, therefore,
I.am connected to the Internet'?”

Why currency stability is crucial

INDUSTRY HIT. Given exporters’ reliance on imported intermediate goods, a weak rupee is not a competitive advantage

2

RAVI POKHARNA

he rupee’s breach of the

psychological 96-per-US

Dollar mark has triggered

familiar anxieties. Yet, this

episode s less a reflection of
weak domestic fundamentals and more
about geopolitical tensions, elevated
crude oil prices, and a structurally
stronger US dollar.

India is not alone. Several emerging
market currencies are facing pressure as
capital seeks safetyin
dollar-denominated assets amid
‘heightened global uncertainty.

The challenge before policymakers is
therefore not to prevent every episode
of depreciation. Ina market-driven
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in remittances in FY 2025 (Economic
Survey 2025-26), making it the world’s
largest remittance recipient and
providing an important cushion against
external shocks. Policymakers must now
view labour mublhty, g]obal skilling, and
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oversea: ascore
pillars of external sector resilience.

First, India should aggressively
expand G2G skilled migration
partnerships with labour-short
economies. Much of the migration
debate in India remains
disproportionately focused on
white-collar professionals in technology,
finance, and consulting.

While these sectors remain
important, an equally important
opportunity lies in blue-collar segment.
Several countries — Japan, Germany,
Israel, Italy, Australia, and Gulf nations
—are facing acute shortages across
construction workers, welders,
electricians plumbers, ca:egivcrs.

Pigic £ July 8,2026
currencies adjust to workers, ing
external shocks. The real policy Source: RBI technicians et al., due to ageing
objective must be to ensure that populations and shrinking domestic

currency movements remain orderly,
predictable, and non-disruptive to
growthand investment.

For industry, this distinction is
critical. Businesses can adapt toa
gradually adjusting exchange rate. What
disrupts production cycles, investment
planning, pricing decisions, and working
capital management is abrupt and
disorderly volatility.

ANATOMY OF DECLINE
The rupee’s current trajectory stems
from three distinct external shocks:

Geopolitical premium: The West
Asiafriction has escalated toa structural
supply crisis with the near-closure of the
Strait of Hormuz, through which 20 per
cent of global energy supply transits.
Consequently, the Indian crude oil
basket surged from around $69/ bblin
February-2026 to $114.48/bblin
April-2026 (PPAC). This primary energy
shock accounted for over 70 per cent of
India’s import cost-push inflation;
widening the Current Account Deficit
and exerting structural pressure on the
rupee (Observer Research Foundation)

Dollar imperative: Resilient US
macroeconomic data, including an
unemployment rate holding steady at
4.3 per cent (BLS), has reinforced a
hawkish policy stance by the Federal
Reserve. This has kept US yields
elevated and sustained the strength of
the Dollar Index (DXY), which
continues to drive global capital into US
assets.

Regional rotation: Shift toward
safe-haven assets, triggered by the West
Asia crisis, has seen global investors
move out capital and reduce exposure to
emerging markets. capital and reduce
exposure to emerging markets. In India,
the Net FPI equity outflow stands at
%2.69 Lakh Crore YTD in 2026 (up to

July8,2026). In contrast, for year 2025,
the annual aggregate figure is ¥1.66 lakh
crore. March-2026 saw the highest-ever
monthly outflows, with foreign
investors pulling out ¥1.17 lakh crore
from domestic equities (NSDL)

WEAK RE VS EXPORTS
C PR

thataweaker currency boosts exports
and strengthens domestic
manufacturing. That is now only
partially true. India’s manufacturing
todayis deeply
into global supply chains and remains
significantly dependent on imported
intermediate goods, machineryand
components. Consequently, currency
depreciation is no longeran
us competitive ad:

For industries suchas electromcs,
engineering goods, chemicals,
pharmaceuticals, renewable energy
equipment, and auto components, a
‘weaker rupee raises input costs evenas
itimproves export realisations. This
trade-off is increasingly evident across
sectors.

imported equipment is involved. Even
textile exporters now depend on
imported synthetic fibres and
specialised inputs, limiting the gains
from currency depreciation.

Inanincreasingly globalised
economy, the traditional assumption
that aweak rupee automatically boosts
exports no longer holds true.

CURRENCY-GROWTH LINK
For industry, the larger concern today is
imported production inflation and the
resulting uncertainty across the
investment cycle. India cannot
sustainably aspire to become a global
manufacturing hub if every external
shock translates into rising industrial
input costs, working-capital stress, and
investment hesitation.

Aprolonged period of elevated crude
prices combined with rupee weakness
simultaneously raises logistics COSts,

Iabour pools. India possesses a
significant demographic advantage in
this context.

Second, India’s skilling architecture
must be more closelyaligned with global
labour market demand. The next phase
of Skill India should not focus only on
domestic employability, but on
export-ready workforce creation.
Language training, international
certifications, digital capabilities,
mobility-readiness programs should
become key.

Finally, the policy ecosystem must
support international talent integration
through easier certification recognition,
bilateral mobility frameworks, and
digiral trade facilitation. India must
treat human capital mobility notasa
peripheral labour issue, but as a central
component of economic strategy and
external-sector stability.

There isatendency during periods of

electricity tariffs, imported y

p ion to equate currency
k with This

prices, raw material costs, and
burdens. The result is widespread
margin compression across sectors. The
challenge is particularly severe for

is analytically flawed. Many major
economies, including export-oriented
Asian economies, have historically

imported

An electronics exporter may benefit MSMEs operating on thin margins, tolerated periods of curre
from higher export earnings, but Where even modest exchangc rate depreciation during cxtemal shocks.
materiallyaffect p ity rate:
become costlier. Renewable energy and cash flows. not national

developers face rising expenses for solar
modules, battery cells, and storage
systems, while chemical manufacturers
contend with higher feedstock costs.
Infrastructure and EPC projects also
experience cost pressures where

An electronics exporter
may benefit from higher
export earnings, but
imported semiconductor
components become costlier

This is why exchange-rate
management can no longer be viewed
solelyas a monetary policy issue.
Currency stability has now become a
strategic industrial policy variable. True
potential of Make in India, PLI,
export-led manufacturing, and China+1
opportunityall depend on the ability of
firms to operate within a reasonably
predictable macroeconomic
environment.

One of India’s most powerful
‘macroeconomic stabilisers is its global
workforce. India received $135.4 billion

India today enters this period froma
position of significantly greater strength
than in previous episodes of global
stress. The task before policymakers
nowis to preserve macroeconomic
stability, investment confidence, and
growth momentum. At this moment of
global uncertainty, stability and
confidence may well be India’s greatest
competitive advantage.

‘The writer is Executive Director, Pahle India
Foundation. With inputs from Kuntala Karkun, Senior
Visiting Fellow, Pahle India Foundation

The minerals gap India cannot afford to ignore

India’s demand for critical minerals is rising, and this could be leveraged by countries that control output and refining

—
Ganesh Valiachi

notover oil. It is over lithium,

cobalt, graphite, and rare earth
elements, the minerals without which
no battery charges, nowind turbine
turns, and no electric motor runs.

Major powers have recognised this.
‘The US has committed $12 billion to
strategic mineral stockpiling. The
European Union has signed 15 supply
partnerships. Chinaalready controls the
refining of most of what the world
needs. India has recognised it too, but
recognition, so far, has not translated
into urgency.

The world’s supply of critical energy
transition minerals (CETMs) is
concentrated in the hands of a very few.
The top three countries control 91 per
centof global cobalt mine output, 90 per
cent of rare earth production, and 86 per
cent of both graphite and lithium mine
output. More critically, refining, where
the real economic value is captured, is
evenmore concentrated. China
dominates the refining of rare earths,
lithium, and cobalt. Indonesia controls
43 per cent of global nickel refining
capacity.

India has set itself some of the most

T he next great resource contest is

ambitious clean energy targets in the
world: 500 GW of renewable energy
capacity by 2030, aggressive EV
adoption targets, and a rapidly growing
semiconductor manufacturing
ambition. Each of these goals is
mineral-intensive.

India currently produces negligible
quantities of most of these minerals
domestically. It has limited refining.
capacity. And it has no significant
strategic stockpile to buffer against
supply disruptions, unlike Japan, which
subsidises up to 50 per cent of eligible

RARE EARTHS. No time to lose reuress

CETM project costs and
government-backed stockpiles, or the
US, which in 2026 launched Project
Vault, a $12-billion public-private
critical mineral reserve. The gap
between India’s clean energy ambitions
and its mineral security posture is, at
present, very wide.

India already accounts for 4.4 per cent
of global rare earth permanent magnet
imports, a figure that will only grow as
EV and wind capacity expand. Nearlyall
ofit traces back to Chinese refining, a
dependency that receives far less policy
attention than it deserves.

The UNCTAD report documents that
since 2020, nearly 100 new export
restrictive measures have been
introduced on CETMs globally: 37

licensing 31 export taxes,
and 29 exponbans Chinaalone has
introduced 16 measures, predominantly
licensing requirements framed around
national security. The message is clear:
countries that control critical minerals
are increasingly willing to use that
control as strategic leverage.

THE DIPLOMATIC GAP
The UNCTAD reportidentifies India as
one of a small group of major economies
leading the expansion of CETM bilateral
partnerships, alongside the EU, the US,
Canada, Indonesia, and Japan. This
recognition is welcome. But i

frameworks at a single ministerial
meeting in February 2026, involving 54
countries. The EU has signed 15
strategic mineral partnerships, backed
bya €2billion European Investment
Bank financing commitment.

India’s bilateral engagement, while
growing, has not yet reached a
comparable scale, speed, or financial
commitment. The window for securing
favourable partnerships with
mineral-rich nations, particularly in
Africaand Latin America, is competitive
and narrowing.

Countries like the DRC, Zimbabwe,
and Zambia are being actively courted by
multiple major powers simultaneously.
India cannot afford a leisurely
diplomatic pace.

India possesses significant rare earth
deposits that remain underexploited,
and diplomatic credibility with
mineral-rich developing nations that
could be leveraged more effectively than
they currentlyare.

The global race for critical minerals is
already well underway. India needs to
run analytically, strategically, and with
conviction.

of intent is not the same as
demonstrated capacity.
The US signed 11 bilateral mineral

Thewriter isan Assistant Professor at Symbiosis
Institute of International Business, Pune. Views are
personal
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Defending E20 petrol

This refers to the report ISMA
defends E20 petrol, says social media
claims lack scientific backing’ (July
9). The sugar industry body, which
obviously has a conflict of interest in
the promotion of ethanol, has come
to the government’s rescue for its
decision on E20 petrol.

Itis perplexing why the government
maintains that no E20-related engine
failure incident has come to its

damage due to the E20 petrol, with
Video evidence. Why would one

only an experiment, whose results

less fossil fuel energy than it directly
andindirectly takesto produce

wider West Asia conflict.

object to blended petrol if it actually Kamal Laddha developments threaten global
benefited them? The government. Bengaluru economic and financial stability.
should not dismiss consumers’ The US and Iran must act with
concernswhenamajorityof on-road  Trump’s another shock restraint and revive diplomatic
vehicles in the country are from the Apropos ‘Sensex tanks over 2%as efforts.

pre-2023 period. crude on West Asia war fears’ (July PV Prakash

Even before the Supreme Court,the  9). Donald Trump’s remark that the Mumbai

government has recently admitted ceasefire with Iran had effectively

that “mixing ethanol with petrol is collapsed has rekindled fears of a Monsoon worries

Sensex plunging over 2 per cent amid
rising crude ol prices. These

Apropos thearticle ‘Monsoon

agriculture continues to depend
heavily on the monsoon despite
expandedirrigation facilities.
While the article effectively stresses
the need for climate-resilient
farming and efficient water
management, it could also have
highiighted successful examples of
watershed development and
rainwater harvesting that have
reduced monsoon dependencein
several regions.

attention when many motoristshave  would come by next year” Many The remains’ (July 9), the P Mehalingam
P shared their experience of fuelpump  experts evenwarn that ethanolsaves  sharp fallinIndian equities, withthe  writer rightly highlights that Indian Virudhunagar
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Improving cash transfers

It’s time to construct a policy framework

A new study published by the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister
(EAC-PM) shows how cash-transfer schemes for women are working. The study
focuses on Maharashtra and Odisha. Under the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin
Yojana, the htragovernmentts 1,500 per month to eligible women.
The Odisha government, under the Subhadra Yojana, transfers 10,000 per yearin
biannual instalments. Given that such schemes have become popular, both politi-
cally and among constituents, all efforts to study their outcomes should be wel-
comed. The study finds that the month-end balance of beneficiaries in Maharashtra
increased by about 84 per cent, while spending increased by about 46 per cent.
Meanwhile, the Odisha programme led to a balance increase of about 45 per cent,
while spending went up about 28 per cent. The study has highlighted various other
aspects, such as the composition of spending and other positive spillovers.

Although the study is likely to attract interest from various stakeholders, the
headline findings are not surprising directionally. Along with evidence from other
parts of the world, it is expected that regular and predictable cash transfers will

iaries better off. However, other di ions of cash-transfer schemes
also need adequate attention. What will be the future of such schemes, and can
cash transfers be scaled up to achieve other public policy objectives? As the study
notes, at the end 0f 2025-26, over 15 states had introduced some form of uncondi-
tional cash transfer for women. More states will likely follow this model. Estimated
expenditure onsuchschemesis around ¥1.7trillion, with about 120 million women
benefiting. However, it is worth noting that these schemes are mostly additional
expenditure for states, which may prove costly to finance over time. A study by PRS
Legislative Research last year showed that half the states with such a scheme in
2025-26 were expected to run arevenue deficit. In other words, they are borrowing
from the market to fund these transfers, which may become difficult to sustain.
Besides, there are other cash transfer schemes.

Asthe Sixteenth Finance Commission (SFC) noted, large-group cash transfers
increased from 3 per cent of revenue subsidies in 2018-19 to over 20 per cent in2025-
26 (Budget estimate or BE). The total subsidies in 21 states included inan SFC analy-
sis increased from 2.2 per cent of their combined gross state domestic product in
2018-19 to 2.7 per cent in 2025-26 (BE). Since cash-transfer schemes are usually
announced around elections, there is nothing to stop incumbents from substan-
tially increasing the amount. In terms of political outcomes, such schemes also
potentially tilt the balance in favour of incumbents.

So what can be done? The trend in cash transfers is unlikely to be reversed.
More studies are likely to show the benefits of such schemes. However, policy-
makers should not lose sight of fiscal implications and broader socioeconomic
objectives. Since the Union government also makes cash transfers, consolidating
such transfers to households to improve efficiency, with a possible upper limit
based on an informed assessment, would make sense. Other subsidies such as
those on food and fertilisers may also be included. Economists have long argued
that cash transfers are a vastly more efficient way of supporting households. Fur-
thermore, hard fiscal rules need to be implemented to ensure that subsidies are
not financed by cutting productive expenditure. This will require a political con-
sensusand resolve.

Ankara’s ambiguous outcomes

Mr Trump overwhelms Nato's best intentions

Itspeaks volumes for the state of the 77-year-old North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(Nato) that its 32 members thought it necessary to reaffirm the “ironclad commit-
ment” to collective defence under Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty, in which
“anattackononeisanattackonall”. This foundational tenet hasbeen under threat,
with United States (US) President Donald Trump consistently deriding the
adequacy of European defence spending and the value of the alliance. If the latest
two-day summitin the 1,150-room Bestepe presidential complexin Ankara, Turkiye
—hometoNato’slargest active military — sought tounderline anything, it was the
European and Canadian allies’ resolve tostrengthen their commitmentsto counter-
ing threats from Russia. Unsurprisingly, defence budgets and support for Ukraine
topped the official agenda.

The alliance last year had raised investment in core defence requirements by
more than $139 billion. In Ankara, the alliance announced a further $50 billion in
new procurement of a range of equipment from European and US manufacturers
— such as early warning systems from Sweden’s Saab, surveillance aircraft from
Northrop Grumman, a military-transport vehicle fleet from Airbus, and missile
deals with Lockheed Martin. The alliance also pledged $70 billion in military equip-
ment, assistance and training for Ukraine, a non-} Nato member, in its war against
Russia. Forall that, only five Nato memt tomeetth goal,
set at the Hague summit last year, of 3.5 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP)
on core defence, up from the previous goal of 2 per cent. These expenditures are
mostly by countries vulnerable to Russian aggression — Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia,
Poland and Greece. The Big Three — Germany, the United Kingdom, and France—
will continue tospendslightly over the historic 2 per cent target. The US is estimated
to be spending 3.17 per cent, and shares with Germany the largest proportion of
Nato'sdirect funding (roughly 14 per cent each).

None of this calibrated messaging appeared to have an effect on Mr Trump,
whose erratic performance has only accentuated uncertainty over US intentions.
The only gainer was Ukraine, with Mr Trump and Volodymyr Zelenskyy setting
aside earlier acrimony to sign an agreement extending the right to produce the
expensive Patriot missile systems to Kyiv. But even as the US President hailed the
summit as a “tremendous success” that yielded “a lot of unity”, he reiterated US
designsonthe Danish territory of Greenland and ordered an immediate halt totrade
with Spain (“aterrible partner”) over defence spending and the war in West Asia.

Inevitably, the region loomed over the summit as a point of contention, with
Spain closingitsairspace to US military aircraft foroperations against Iran, and Italy
denying the US permission to use a Sicilian airbase for West Asian deployment (for
which relations with Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni are in meltdown). It is notable
that Mr Trump chose the summit to end the truce and announce the launch of
dozensofstrikesonIranonJuly8inapparent retahatmn forIranianstrikes onships
intheStraitof Hormuz. Theattacks have forthe global econ-
omy, leading to higher prices of crude oil and sharp cutsinstock prices. The Ankara
summit, thus, ended with mixed messages. Nothing exemplifies this better than
the fact that the next summit, originally scheduled to be held in Albania, is in doubt
owing to US objections over its low defence spending. No mention of the country
oradate was there in the Ankara Summit Declaration.

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA
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Bullish markets,
bearish fundamentals

Risks to the global economy persist, and

itis far too carly to celebrate

T . deredvil igh
about the Iran conflict, the market or the experts.
The experts saw the conflict stretching out and oil
prices rising to $120 per barrel or more. The price of oil
in the markets stayed below $100 per barrel for the
most part, indicating that the conflict would not last
more than six weeks. The markets have been proved
right, the experts wrong.
The markets were right then. But were they right in
pricing Brent crude oil futuresataslowas
$72 per barrel right up to December until
two days ago? Had the ceasefire and the
resumption ofoil flows through the Strait
of Hormuz indeed ushered in a period of
plennful oil?Canwesee the inflation rate ;
and central
interest rates? There isexuberance inthe
markets — the S&P 500 has risen 9 per
cent since the Iran conflict erupted on
February 28 Itisalmost asifthe Iran con-

price the surge in supply as though production in the
region will soon return to normal levels,
Tbe Ba.nk for International Sememenls (BIS) pro-
ivetoth
(Annual Report, 2026). It underlines several risks
facing the world economy. The biggest risk is that oil
prices stay elevated.

ise. The BIS report remarks wryly, “The dichotomy
between buoyan! market senumem and uncertainty
aboutth falloutisstriking.”

Secondly, the investment boom in artificial intelli-
gence (Al) is beginning to beara disquieting resem-
blance to financial manias of the past — such as the
canal mania of the 1830s, the British railway mania in
the 1840s, the electrification exuberance of the late
1920s (roaring 20s), and the dotcom boom of the late
1990s. The top five Al firms are set to invest a trillion
dollars from 2025 through 2026. There are signs that
the Al build-up IS already runmng into bortlenec!@ in
electricity, and grid If
the payoffsto the massive investments do not materi-
alise, the boom could turn into abust.

The Al boom is based on substantial bormwmgs
Equity ionsin Al-related
torical benchmarks. Ifariseininflation resultsina hike
inUSinterest rates or the Al-led boom turnsintoabust,
there will be huge corrections in both the debt and

equity markets, Household exposure to equities in the
USis much higher thanin the past sothe macroecon-
omicimpactofanyequity correction wil

A third risk relates to sovereign debt. The biggest
holders of government securities in advanced econ-
omiestoday are not banks, but non-banking financial
institutions (NBFIs). Theirshare of sovereign debt rose
from 44 per cent in 2021 to 53 per cent in 2025, with
hedge funds emerging as important players. Many
NBEIs are highly leveraged and they use short-term
repo financing. Any rise in the interest rate and a fall
in the value of government securmes will result in
1a k-to-marketlosses, y asteep
rise in yields.

Afairreading of the BISreport is that the worst-case
scenario — of oil prices rising above $120 per barrel —
has been avoided but that doesn’t mean the world
economy is out of the woods.

‘What does this bode for the Indian economy? The
outlook on the current account deficit — projected at
around 2 per cent of gross domestic product — is
unlikely to change much, going by the BIS report.

Thereport says: “Physical ¢ gyinfra- Whatdoesch after the by
it oly lc il topersisteven  the government and the Reserve Bank of India on
afterthe end of the conflict.... Even with-  June 5 is the position in respect of capital flows to

out a blockade, global oil and gas supply
could remain well below pre-conflict
capacity for months or even years.” The
BIS places the disruption to supply at 10
million barrels a day, or 13 per cent of
normalsupply. Suchadisruption mustbe
expected to “drive a persistent premium
in oil and natural gas prices.”

Even as supply is disrupted, nations
will use the ceasefire period to shore up

flict never happened. FINGER ON depleted reserves. United States Vice-
The experts are divided at the THE PULSE President J D Vance captured the senti-
moment. Someﬂmwmmemarketsbearv ment correctly, if somewhat tactlessly,
isno TTRAMMOHAN when hesaid the pause in the conflict was

ishvi
returnto a full-scale war). Others see the
price of oil in the coming months in the $80-$100 per
barrel range. The bearish view is hard to comprehend.
oil pnces were contained at below $100 per barrel
bec: ds their: i ves
to offset the fall in output. Following the ceasefire,
there hasbeen asurge in oil supplies through the Strait
of Hormuz. Much of the surge il already

meant to “refill the world’s oil economy”,
“torefill ks”. How oil p; trend down-
wards in such asituation is hard to comprehend.
Thereare three other risks that the BIS report high-
lights. First, it yimpactofthec
has already happened will be hard to shake off in the

finance the deficit.

Consequent to the elimination of the long-term
capital gains tax on government securities for foreign
investors (FIIs) on June 5, FIl inflows into debt secur-
ities leapt from $0.4 billion in May to $5.8 billion in
June. However, the measures announced have been
unable to stem equity outflows. Net equity outflows
increased from $3.4 billion in May to $5.2 billion in
June. Thisisin keeping with the exodus of FIl money
from emerging markets in general.

Banks report that the Foreign Currency Non-Resi-
dent(FCNR)deposit scheme hasdrawn around $7bil-
lionin deposits in its very first month. The measures
are widely expected to bring in capital flows of $50 bil-
lion. These expectations are not yet fully reflected in
the value of the rupee. The rupee is currently trading
at95-96tothe USdollar, compared with itslow of 96.3
in May and 95.4 on Junes.

The RBI's Financial Stability Report (June 2026)
says the* balance of risks has shifted favourably™ after

near future. Global inflation. jumped by half
a pointsince the conflict started, with sev-

loaded on tankers and stuck in the Strait during the
conflict. Itis not the result of any additional output of
oilinthe region. Nevertheless, the oil market seemsto

eral commodities seeing double-digit price growth.
The impact of these price increases on intermediate
and final goods will be felteven after oil prices normal-

th of conflictin Iran. True. However, asthe
latest flare-upin West Asiaunderlines, it’s far too early
tocelebrate.

ttrammohan28@gmail.com

Just say no to remote work

My advice for young people wi withbach-

four A countries, i ing the

elor’s degrees over the last few months and are just
starting their careers: Go to work — not just figu-
ratively, but literally. If you have a job that allows
hybrid work arrangements, do not use them. Instead,
beat yourdesk five (orsix!) days per week. And if your
jobis fully remote, start looking for anew one.

I was giving the same advice back in 2021, when
millions of white-collar workers had decided that
remote work was one feature of the Covid-19 lock-
downstheywanted to keep. Atthe time, we didn’t have
much evidence on the labour-market effects of work-
ing from home. But we do now.

In a new study, economists Natalia
Emanuel and Emma Harrington, the
authors of In Person: How Working
Together Fuels Creativity, Productivity,
and Growth, and Harvard economist
Amanda Pallais calculate that the unem-
ployment rate among college graduates
under 29 years of age was 1.3 percentage
points higher in 2025 than in 2019 (just
before the pandemic and the four-fold

-
MICHAEL R STRAIN

United States, and found that the rise of remote work
after the pandemic led to a shift in both hiring and
vacancies that favoured more senior workers over
those with just a few years of experience. I hope these
findings will serve asasource of motivation foryoung,
college-educated workers. It is very much in their

ment, the costs to workers ut ahybrid arrangement
can i ullug,‘ucu work-
plac: it i in-personinter-
actions. Unlike workers in their early 20s, more

in their personal lives — caring for children or ageing
parents, for i instance— that they must balance against

interest to go to work — physically. Emp are
increasingly turning away from inexperienced
workers for remote roles because such arrangements
require relatively more supervision and greater effort
tobuild new knowledge and skills.
‘Withanin-personsetting, by contrast,
newly minted graduates will be faster to
develop their emotmnal intelligence,

their responsibilities. This is partly why
people value remote work in the first place.

From the perspective of employers, hybrid work
does seem to damage productivity less than fully
remote work; and in some circumstances, it may even
boost productivity. Remote work also has been very
beneficial for people with disabilities. Employment
rates for this. groupare much hlgher than in the years

Th

whichiscrucial for many occu-
pations. Reading body language and
changesin facial tonesof

prior

Gordon BDahl, and Dan-Olof Rooth find that the post-

voice are crucial skills that cannot be
easily learned over Zoom. Collegiality
and group cohesion is best created
through repeated physical interaction.
Forinexperienced workers tryingto build

increase in people working remotely).
Among older ccnege graduates, the

networks and learn about
new opportunities for advancement,

unplanned orinthe

rate by 0.4
pomm overthe same period.

To explain this divergence, the authors compare
the unemployment rates of workers in jobs lha( are
otely (forexample, soft
wxch jobs that are hard to do remotely (such as mech-
anical engineers). They find that remote work is
responsible for nearly two-thirds of the unemploy-
ment gap between college graduates under 29 and
older graduates. Moreover, their results hold up even
when they control for each occupation’s exposure to

automation by generative Al tools.
These findingsjibe withasecond newstudy. Econ-
omists Peter John Lambert and Yannick Schindler

parking lot can be mva.luable

Yetmany peoplein theirearly professional yearsare
depriving themselves of these advantages. Some are
doing so to maximise their leisure time or out of an
exaggerated sense of the value they provide to their
employers. But Isuspect that the trend can largely be
explained by something more prosaic: Employers
often offer hybrid work as a benefit, so young workers
takeit. They should resist this temptation. Just because
remote workison offer doesn't mean it hasto be used.

What about workers with more than a handful of
years of experience? Here, the right solution for most
may not be to revert to the world of 2019. In my judg-

ic increase in work from home explains over
two-thirds of the increase in full-time employment for
people withdisabilities. The rise of remote work is anal-
ogous to the adoption of a new technology that allows
businesses to benefit more fully from the creativity,
effort, and skills of people with disabilities.

Still, even for more experienced professionals,
remote work has gone too far. The balance will shift
back toward in-person arrangements if the labour
market softens and the unemployment rate starts to
rise. Given the many risks and drawbacks, the message
younger workers need to hear is not nuanced: Be
physically present. Work hard. Knock on doors. Getto
the office before your supervisor arrives, and don’t
leave work before he or she does.

Firstimpressions matter, and like the background
on a Zoom call, they can be blurred and distorted
unless you are standing face to face.

The writeris director of economic policy studies
atthe American Enterprise Institute.
© Project Syndicate, 2026

transformative moment, she

writes. And it had the

girl hooked, although it was

e young

MARY

instance, as Ms Beard asks,
“How do youjudge aleader
who managesto get back to his

example. Exquisitely sculpted. the
sculpture seems to show that the god-
dess hasbeen caught unawares as she

Interrogating the classics

BOOK
REVIEW

ARUNDHUTI DASGUPTA

A passionate teacher can turnaclass
full of agnostics into believers and even
tl numencally

into aspirin; ician: Talkmg

thisslim book reads like alove letter. Not
the vertiginous syrupy romance of an
infatuated teenager but alove that has
weathered many disillusionments. The
classics must be read not because they
contain “timeless truths™ or “timeless
wisdom”, writes Ms Beard, but for the
ideas they carry and their ability to ignite
imaginations even today. In her words,
“Don’timagine that there are pure nug-
gets oftruth waiting to be discovered in
classics. It's the debate between usand
antiquity thatisimportant™.
Debate s fundamental. Critical
and not reverence is the way

Classics by Mary Beard is just such a
classroom where the doyen of classics
transfers her love and obsession for the
ancient Greek and Roman world toa
whole new generation of readers so
charmingly that even the utterly disin-
terested will find it impossible to
resist its allure.

Personal, anecdotal and humorous,

tounderstand and, perhaps appreciate,
theancient world. The book discusses
the sharp edges, the warts and the trans-
formative power of the ancient Greek
and Roman world to make the point. “I
amnot writing advertising copy,” writes
Ms Beard. She wants readers to question,
denounce, be shocked by and laugh at
the heroes, gods and monarchs of

antiquity, just asshe has done.

Different people engage with the past
differently. She recounts a story, pro-
bably apocryphal, about Indian Nobel
laureate and poet Rabindranath Tagore,
who, it is believed, burst into tears at the
sightofthe hy inAthens. He was

not the Egyptian, but the

BEARD

family but only after losing all

, not by its “aesthetic grandeur

orgrace but by its ‘barbarian ugliness’.”

‘The power of antiquity does not lie in
thebeauty of its art and architecture but
inthe ability to force extreme reactions
and ask awkward questions and, most
importantly, evoke wonder and awe.
Justas it did for the five-year-old Ms
Beard onatrip to the British Museum
when she was mesmerised by a 4,000~
year-old moldy piece of Egyptian bread
stuck inside a glass case. Museums in
those days were not child-friendly and
shestruggled foracloser look when a
kind curator who was passing by
indulged her. He opened the caseand
held the bread in front of her. It wasa

emerged from her bath. This sculpture
became so popular that numerous rep-
licas were commissioned and today
almost every museum in Europe has
one. But it was once considered so rad-
ical that no town wanted it and it even
caused a young man to take his life.
When we gaze at the sculptuxe lod.ay. can

theaesth of
from the leering

thatitattracts? The. goddess and her

Roman world that she wenton hismen (O "Orwhen
toteach and write about. he plunges his sword intothe

Ms Beard uses a conversa- TA L K | N C single eye of the Cyclops Poly-
tional, reflectivestyle.Shelets (T ASSICS  phemusandblindshim, how
the questions that have does one pick a side? Ques-
troubled and engaged her THE SHOCK OF  tionsopen up channels of

her career lead THE OLD accessibility and understand-

the narrative forward. She ing.Itis not about finding the
pauses and weighs the ;ﬁm“ﬁﬁﬁ.} he right answers, but to devel
optionsaround anargument, b Mary Beard perspecuves that help illumi-
and reels her readersinwith  pypished by al
the practised panache of a Hachette India The bOOkaISO %ki readers
great teacher. 186 pages 3699 toconsider the classical

Classical literature has

forced herto think harder and

face the uncomfortable, she writes. Slav-
ery, fascism, violence and misogyny are
not modern inventions. Tostudy the
ancient world means wrestling with these
aspectsof antiquity too. It also means
questioning the idea of heroism and cour-
ageinthe ancient epics. Were the great

in Y.
While the classical texts, art

when
weaskthe uncomfurtable questions.

Ms Beard teases meaning and adven-
ture out of the ancient stories through
her endless questioning, humorous

and are mo: =

and sharp insight. Her five-

tions of the elite, the voice of the
common people is not just as important
butalso more interesting. There is more
totheancient Greeks and Romans than
the royal and the divine. Ms Beard uses

decade-plus experience as an academic
and author lights up the journey that she
isencouraging the reader to undertake
and, frankly, ‘whocan resist?

The rev1ewer isawriter, teacher of

heroes truly wort.hyof ‘bei thus?
‘Was their irrer ? For

several examples to illustrate her point.
Th popularstatue of the

nude Aphrodite of Knidos is one

mythology and cofounder
of The Mythology Project
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US-Iran: The truce that
could not hold

As missiles fly over the Strait of Hormuz again, the
fragile peace signed at Versailles in June lies in
ruins and once again the world may pay the price

For a few weeks this summer, it looked like the worst had
passed. A fourteen-point memorandum, signed with fanfare by
Donald Trump and Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian, had
promised a p end to hostilities, a reopened Strait of
Hormuz, and a path back to sanctions relief. That illusion
collapsed this week. After Iranian projectiles struck three
commercial tankers transiting Hormuz, the United States
answered with strikes on more than eighty targets across Iran.
Trump, speaking from a NATO summit in Ankara, declared the
agreement "over," calling peace talks a "waste of time" - even
as he left the door open, however grudgingly, for negotiators to
keep talking. The breakdown was not really sudden. It was the
third time Washington has struck Iran even as talks were
supposedly underway, and Tehran has said, not unreasonably,
that this pattern has poisoned any basis for trust.

Underneath the ceasefire's language always sat the same
unresolved fault lines: how much uranium Iran can keep,
whether it retains any enrichment capacity at all, how far
sanctions relief should go, and who compensates whom for a
war that has already cost billions of dollars. A sixty-day pause
was never going to settle questions that a decade of diplomacy
failed to answer, and the assassination of Ayatollah Khamenei
has left Tehran's succession - and therefore its negotiating
authority — genuinely unclear. Where this heads next is not
known to any human being given the fact that Iran plays the
cards close to its chest and Trump is as erratic as ever.
Washington has floated seizing Kharg Island outright. Iran has
warned it will strike wherever it judges necessary to protect its
coastline and its leverage over Hormuz. The Lebanon front, only
loosely stabilized, remains combustible. And every option on
the table — a wider blockade, an American occupation of Iranian
energy infrastructure, a renewed missile exchange with Israel -
points toward escalation rather than resolution. The world will
not watch this from the sidelines. Brent crude has already
jumped past $78 a barrel on the latest news, continuing a rally
that has made this the largest oil supply shock in a generation.
Shipping insurers are pricing in war risk through the Gulf;
European equities have slid; Central Asian trade routes reliant
on Iranian ports are choked; and fertiliser and LPG shortages are
rippling through economies from the Philippines to Chile. This
is not a regional war anymore - it is a tax on every importing
economy on earth. Few nations are as exposed as India, which
sources roughly half its crude and the bulk of its LPG through
Hormuz. New Delhi's room to maneuver is real but narrow. It
cannot broker peace - that leverage now sits with Qatar, Oman,
and, awkwardly, Pakistan. What it can do is practical: accelerate
the diversification of crude sources it has already begun
through renewed Russian and Iranian purchases, expand
strategic reserves beyond today's roughly three-week cushion,
and use its genuine historical relationship with Tehran to keep a
back channel open rather than being seen as leaning entirely
toward Washington and Israel. Above all, India should resist
being pulled into anyone's camp.

Artisans paint a chariot as preparations are underway ahead of the annual
Jagannath Rath Yatra, in Puri, Odisha PHOTO: PTI
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DOWRY DEATHS MUST NEVER
BE NORMALISED

The recent judicial observations
by the Calcutta High Court ina
dowry death case are deeply
disturbing. While courts have the
discretion to determine
punishment according to legal
principles and the facts of each
case, describing dowry-related
svicides as "not very rare" risks
ing the i ion that

such tragedies have become an
accepted social reality.

If these crimes are indeed

regressive social evil. Justice
must not only be fair but also
reassure victims' families that the
legal system stands firmly against
such crimes.

Alongside speedy
investigations, scientific collection
of digital and forensic evidence,
and time-bound trials,
must intensify
public awareness campaigns,
promote women's economic
empowerment and ensure strict
frequent, the response should be  enforcement of anti-dowry laws.
stronger deterrence and stricter Parents, educators and

ity, not dimini leaders must also
reject extravagant marriage
demands and challenge harmful
social norms.

A society that truly values
women cannot afford to
normalise dowry deaths under
any circumstance.

SANJAY CHOPRA | MOHALI

seriousness.

Dowry is not merely a
domestic dispute; it is a gross
violation of a woman's dignity,
equality and right to live with
respect. Every dowry death
represents the collective failure of
families, communities and
institutions to eradicate this

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

America @250: Mired in global challenges

The nation that emerged from the Declaration of Independence in 1776 remains the world's largest economy and one of its
most formidable military powers. Yet, beneath the patriotic pageantry lies a country grappling with sharp political divisions,
economic anxieties, cultural conflicts and questions about its global leadership

MR DUA

&

AS Americans celebrate the nation's glori-
ous unique landmark, turning-point and
milestone occasion its 250th birthday: It's an
established reality that the Unites States is a
country that is currently striding though
most trying internal strife and challenging
global conundrums in which it's deeply
involved. But at the same time the fact is that
the USA at its 250th birthday is the world's
greatest economy and a towering military
might. That's why America's current President,
Donald |. Trump, has put himself at the
center of the nation's 250th birthday cerebra-
tions though he may be struggling to 'tip the
scales' for building the America of the next 250

consisting of both legislative
chambers, the senate and
the house of representatives
in this century to address the
problems of the welfare-
entitlement states, according
to the late professor.
Meanwhile, it's important
to remember that America's
political influence, respect
and reputation, besides its
monetary and moral image,
have been on the wane, par-
ticularly during its current
Donald Trump's presidency.
Even a casual look at the US's
leverage in international
affairs, can't miss its rapid
downward surge. America's
European friends, the Arab
world, South-East Asian
block besides Russia or China
care two hoots for American
viewpoint. Trump's general
trade tariffs deemed unrea-

years. Trump has made 'plain his intent on
doing a battle with the rest of the world from
his unique position of unbeatable strength;
he very often threatens and humiliates small
entities; remember his one-to-one meeting
with Ukraine's Vladamir Zelensky, the belea-
guered, war-weary and fatigued from the
nearly four-year old war with Russia, and to
request for enhanced defence support in war
with Moscow. Trump also openly insulted
Canada's former prime minister [ustin
Treaudu when he visited Washington suggest-
ing Canada's 51st state. Trump also angered
India prime minister Narendra Modi when sar-
castically branded India as 'dead economy'
knowing fully that India was being openly
addressed as the ‘world's fastest growing
economy.'

Be that as it may, though America's spirit-
ed, powerful media outlets are lending their
exuberant support to the Trump, a battery of
influential critics and naysayers don't let the
Trump administration have it all a full-
blooded top claim. For example, the gusty
financial-political national daily, The Wall
Street Journal, da become America's says
'Americans are in a sour mood as they cele-
brate 250th anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence. President Trump is unpopu-
lar; real wages are flat, and many of the polit-
ical left don't even think July Fourth is the real
anniversary. They prefer 1619, the year when
the first batch of slaves arrived and provid-
ed colossal, plentiful support in building up
the then developing America from scratch.

As of today, Americans are angry, peeved
and bitterly anguished at the greatest threats
to (American) liberty from WITHIN the country,
such as the cracking high school system that
fails to educate half of its student population

A RECENT GALLUP
REPORT AVERS,
'PRIDE IN AMERICA
HAS FALLEN TO A
LOW 24 PER CENT
OF GEN Z. THOUGH
DEMOCRATS SAY
THEY'RE PROUD OF
AMERICA TO BE
AMERICAN . BUT AS
PER A RECENT
POLL, 58 PER CENT
OF AMERICAN
PEOPLE BELIEVE,
THE COUNTRY'S
BEST YEARS ARE
BEHIND IT, AND 78
PER CENT SAY THE
"AMERICAN
DREAM" IS
FURTHER OUT OF
REACH THAN EVER

‘The writer was a professor
and head of print joumal-
ism in Delhis Indian
Institute of Mass

Communication, ex-head-
founder, jounalism-com-
munication department
University of Calicut, kerala

to even minimal standards. Higher educa-
tion becoming out of reach for the children
of middle families.

Second, the current prevailing progres-
sive elite university system that sees
America corrupt and exploitative. The
young generation of the 2026 Gen-Z has
been ‘taught’ to 'dislike’ their country,
and to believe that socialism is superior to
the free-market system that made their
affluence possible. They often quote an
Independent Senate member, Berny
Sandars, and Zohran Mamdani, the
Indian-origin newly-elected mayor of
America's biggest city of New York, who was
recently elected with a whopping electoral
majority.

Three, America's current deep razor-
sharp political divisions heightened by
strong, continual presence of a plethora of
omnipotent, omnipresent social media
with their dominant and electrifying influ-
ence through the hungry media outlets.
Social media's unusually expanding and
deep pressures, particularly over the Gen z,
amply demonstrate the 'signs of devolving
into fundamental disputes' that can prove
suicidal.

Fourth, the people’s multiplying demands
for government free benefits are too large
to afford, but too politically entrenched to
reform. Moreover, with public debt held by
the public at 100% of GDP and growing,
sooner or later financial markets will rebel,
cautions the WS['s noted economist, the late
Mancur Olson, described the danger that,
in democracies, interest groups proliferate
that cause the government to calcify until
it's unable to act. There are signs of the
failure of Congress, America's Parliament

sonable and arbitrary policy has further
broadened the gulf.

Finally, as a recent Gallup report avers,
‘pride in America has fallen to a low 24% of
Gen Z. Though Democrats say they're proud
of America to be American (whatever it
means, according to their own vision). But
as per a recent poll, 58% of American
people believe, the country's best years are
behind it, and 78% say the "American
Dream" is further out of reach than ever.
Meanwhile, many Americans feel patriotism
along the party lines; it's still revealing-and
disappointing. It's frustrating to see how
many Americans fell pessimistic to see living
in the greatest country in the world.'

Besides, THE USA TODAY, a popular daily,
opines: the economy isn't where it should
be; the housing is more expensive than ever
before. Some people are unhappy that
Trump was elected. But think again: America
still offers greater gender parity, stronger
legal equality, and more opportunities to
get an education, find fulfilling work and
succeed than almost anywhere else. It's
perhaps because of such assumption (fake?)
that Trump has remarked on the nation's
250thbirthday: "l am thrilled to declare that
America is back...a short three time ago we
were a'dead country, we were dead. Now,
we are the hottest country in the world, we
are respected by everybody," said Trump
kicking off the 250th birthdayweek anniver-
sary festivities at the National Mall in
Washington, the national capital.

Worried Americans sit hoping against
hope, and wonder how can and will all this
happen during the remaining Donald Trump
presidency which ends 20 |anuary 2029.
Let's wait and see, fingers crossed.
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Safeguarding Gen Z from the digital addiction trap

SANTANU
MISHRA

2ND OPINION

India’s digital revolution has reshaped how the country
learns, works, pays and unwinds, powered by cheap data,
smartphones, digital payments and online entertainment.
But the next phase of Digital India must confront a harder
problem: how the very ecosystem that expanded oppor-
tunity is now eroding attention, mental wellbeing and pro-
ductivity.

This is the backdrop to the Promotion and Regulation
of Online Gaming Rules, 2026, which came into effect on
May 1, 2026. The rules mark a shift from a fragmented
gaming landscape to a structured one built around user
protection, age verification, time limits, parental controls,
grievance redressal and a new Online Gaming Authority
of India. They also distinguish between esports, education-
al games, social games and online money games - the last

of which is now prohibited.

From Access to Discipline

India's youthful population has long been seen as its
greatest economic asset. But a demographic dividend
depends on more than numbers; it requires young people
who can concentrate, learn, self-regulate and work pro-
ductively. That capacity is under strain. Online gaming in
India grew to roughly 488 million players in 2024, up 33
million from the year before - a scale at which even a small
share of problematic use becomes a major public concern.

Compulsive gaming functions as a hidden tax on the
demographic dividend, one that GDP figures don't capture.
It shows up first as poor sleep, shrinking attention spans,
anxiety, mood swings, falling academic performance and
financial strain - then spreads into classrooms, workplaces
and homes. This is not speculative: government estimates
presented in the Rajya Sabha while introducing the
online gaming bill put the number of people affected by
online money games at nearly 45 crore, with losses exceed-
ing Rs 20,000 crore.

The Economic Survey 2025-26 flagged digital addiction
asadrag on both mental health and productivity, framing
the Online Gaming Regulation Act 2025 as a response to
its impact on children and young people. The stakes are
amplified by scale: India's population is around 1.46 billion,
according to UNFPA's 2025 dashboard, with the 15-64 age
group anchoring its future workforce, innovation and con-
sumption. Whether that generation stays healthy and

focused, or slides into addiction, disrupted sleep and poor
concentration, will shape whether the dividend becomes
agrowth engine or a liability. Other countries have already
moved on this front - China restricts gaming for minors,
South Korea once enforced a shutdown rule for under-16
users, and Vietnam caps gaming time for those under 18.

None of this means gaming itselfis the enemy; esports,
educational and social gaming all have real value. Notably,
the WHO's ICD-11 already recognises gaming disorder,
marked by loss of control, prioritising gaming over other
activities, and continuing despite harm.

Building a Culture of Responsible Gaming

Rules alone can't teach judgment. Digital wellness needs
to be treated as a life skill - alongside financial literacy and
civic education - covering how attention works, how apps
are designed to be persuasive, and why sleep, exercise and
offline relationships matter. One survey found 47% of urban
Indian parents of 9-17-year-olds reported over three hours
of daily screen time. Just as road safety needed public aware-
ness beyond traffic rules, and financial inclusion needed
literacy beyond bank accounts, digital wellness needs
behavioural education beyond compliance. Attention and
self-regulation are now economic assets - worth protect-
ing as much as highways or data centres.

of the Institute of Company Secretaries of India (ICSI) and works as a
consultant. He Is the Co-founder of Smile Foundati

[ ‘The writer is an alumnus of IIM-Ahmedabad and an associate memher}
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Liveability should be India's urban priority

The Economist Intelligence Unit's Global Liveability
Index 2026 offers an important reminder that the true
measure of a city's success is not its skyline but the
quality of everyday life experienced by its residents.
Assessing 173 cities across stability, healthcare,
education, and environment, and infrastructure, the
index once again placed Copenhagen at the top, while
New Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and Bengaluru remained
far behind. These rankings demonstrate that citizens
value safety, reliable public transport, accessible
healthcare, quality education and clean surroundings
far more than rapid urban expansion alone.

Economic growth loses much of its significance if it is
not accompanied by better living conditions. India's
relatively low rankings should serve as a wake-up call
rather than a cause for disappointment. Urban planning
must prioritise affordable housing, pollution control,
waste management, public transport and, green
spaces. Greater coordination between governments,
urban local bodies and citizens is essential for building
cities that are not only economically vibrant but also
healthy, inclusive and liveable. Development should
ultimately be judged by how comfortably and securely
people live every day.

RS.NARULA | PATIALA|

Cooperative insurance must protect rural India

India's cooperative movement began with the Co-
operative Credit Societies Act, 1904, to strengthen
farmers through mutual support and collective
ownership. The proposed Cooperative Life Insurance
Company, following the Bharat Taxi Cooperative
initiative, represents an important expansion of this
model beyond its traditional rural credit framework.
Nearly half of India's workforce continues to depend on
agriculture, making rural livelihoods highly vulnerable
to crop failures, livestock losses, climate shocks and
fluctuating farm incomes. The limited acceptance of the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana in states such as
Punjab, coupled with persistent agrarian distress and
debt-driven farmer suicides, highlights significant gaps
in rural social security.
The cooperative insurer should therefore evolve into
a comprehensive rural risk assurance institution by
integrating life, crop, livestock and livelihood protection
under one umbrella. Such an approach would reduce
financial vulnerability, improve resilience and reinforce
farmers' confidence in the cooperative model. Since the
cooperative movement was founded to safeguard the
economic interests of rural communities, the proposed
insurance company should remain true to that legacy.
BRLJ B. GOVAL | LUDHIANA

Child safety must override platform profits

The Centre's ultimatum directing Meta to remove
advertisements promoting child sexual exploitative and
abuse material from Instagram is more than a regula-
tory warning; it is a serious indictment of one of the
world's largest technology companies. Child sexual
abuse is not a content moderation issue but a grave
criminal offence, and no platform can escape respon-
sibility by blaming algorithms or automated systems.
Technology companies that profit from user engage-
ment have an equally important obligation to ensure
that their recommendation systems, advertising tools
and search functions do not facilitate criminal activi-
ty or expose children to exploitation.

The appearance of advertisements linked to child
sexual abuse raises troubling questions about the effec-
tiveness of these safeguards and the company's com-
mitment to child protection. Government intervention
must be followed by stringent enforcement through
independentaudits, substantial financial penalties and
criminal liability.

Child safety cannot become secondary to commer-
cial interests or engagement metrics. Protecting chil-
dren must remain the highest benchmark of respon-
sible platform governance.

VASH PAL RALHAN |JALANDHAR
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Indian higher education:
A decade of transformation

India's higher education system is undergoing one of the most significant transformations in its post-
Independence history. Indian higher education system, it is now earning global recognition for its expanding
research ecosystem, growing innovation capacity, entrepreneurial culture, and improving academic standards

Ten years ago, an Indian
university breaking into the
world's top rankings was a
rare event worth celebrating.
Today, itis closer to routine.
When the QS World
University Rankings 2027
were released on 18 June
2026, ten Indian institutions
had made itinto the world's
top 500 - the clearest sign yet
ofa higher education system
that has spent a decade
quietly reinventing itself.
But rankings are only the
visible tip of a much larger transformation, one that
spans research, innovation, entrepreneurship, access,
and, perhaps most tellingly, a renewed argument
about what education is actually for. Together, these
threads tell the story of a system that has grown not
just larger, but more serious about what it owes the
students passing through it.

Climbing the Global Ladder

IIT Delhi now stands at 118th globally, India's
highest-ranked institution this year, with IIT Bombay,
11Sc Bengaluru, [IT Madras and other IITs posting sus-
tained gains of their own. What has changed is the
breadth of the story. The University of Delhi and Anna
University have joined the world's top 500, while the
University of Hyderabad, Jamia Millia Islamia, Banaras
Hindu University, Jawaharlal Nehru University and
Aligarh Muslim University all sit within the top 800
- proof that India's rise is no longer an engineering-
and-technology story alone. The numbers underline
the shift: just 14 Indian institutions featured in the QS
rankings in 2015; 52 do today, making India the fourth
most-represented higher education system in the
world. Collectively, these gains reflect not one insti-
tution’s success story but a system-wide rise in quality,
research depth and international recognition.

The Research and Innovation Engine

This climb rests on genuine substance. India now
ranks third globally in science and engineering pub-
lications and sixth in patent filings, with research
increasingly steered toward national priorities -
clean energy, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity,
robotics, semiconductors, quantum technologies
and space among them. The Global Innovation Index
tells a parallel story: India rose from 81st in 2015 to
38th in 2025 among 133 economies, and now hosts
two of the world's top 30 innovation clusters -
Bengaluru (21st) and Delhi (26th), per WIPQO's 2025 data.
Publication volume, though, is not the finish line.
Research must still convert into translational out-
comes - solutions that solve industry problems,
inform public policy, and improve lives - which is
exactly why deeper industry-academia collaboration
remains the next frontier for Indian HEIs to cross.

From Campuses to Companies

That industry linkage is most visible in the entre-
preneurial boom reshaping Indian campuses. Of the
country's 1,100-plus incubators, nearly two-thirds sit
within HEIs - lITs, 1IMs, NITs, and central, state and
private universities alike. Government initiatives
such as Startup India (2016), the Atal Innovation
Mission, and the Ministry of Education’s Institution's
Innovation Council programme, launched in 2018,
have pushed entrepreneurship into the academic
mainstream, while NEP 2020 has embedded entrepre-
neurial skills directly into degree curricula. The
results speak for themselves: from roughly 450 star-
tups in 2016, India counted more than 2.23 lakh recog-
nised startups by 31 March 2026, generating over 23.36
lakh direct jobs and making the country the world's
third-largest startup ecosystem.

Widening the Gate

Quality gains have come alongside a genuine
widening of access. Between 2015-16 and 2021-22, the
number of HEIs grew by nearly 15.8%, according to
AISHE data, while the Gross Enrolment Ratio climbed
from 23.7% to 28.4% - millions more young Indians in
classrooms than a decade ago. New colleges and uni-
versities, digital and open-distance learning platforms,
rising participation by women, and NEP 2020's flex-
ible, multidisciplinary programmes have all driven this
expansion. That same multidisciplinary turn - letting
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students range freely across sciences, humanities, arts and
vocational tracks - is reshaping how graduates think, build-
ing the versatility and problem-solving ability that twenty-
first-century challenges demand. NEP 2020 has also, for the
first time, brought Indian Knowledge Systems into main-
stream curricula, introducing students to the country's sci-
entific, philosophical, linguistic and artistic heritage - yoga,
Ayurveda, classical languages and Indian philosophy
among them - taught alongside contemporary science
rather than instead of it.

Building a Future-Ready Workforce

Skilling has kept pace with all of this. The Skill India
Mission has trained more than 60 million people since 2015,
while the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana has certi-
fied over 16 million youth in industry-relevant trades. NEP
2020 has folded Skill Enhancement Courses in Al, data
science, cybersecurity, robotics and smart agriculture direct-
ly into degree programmes, alongside apprenticeship
schemes that pair classroom learning with workplace expo-
sure. The payoff already shows: in the QS World Future Skills
Index 2027, India ranked 13th among 89 economies and was
named a leading Al-ready economy.

The Gap That Remains

Scale, though, brings its own challenge. India‘s higher
education system now spans over 1,338 universities and
53,354 colleges, serving more than 4.33 crore students - a
demographic dividend the country cannot afford to
waste. For decades, most academic programmes stayed
disconnected from real skill-building, leaving a persistent
gap between what graduates know and what industry actu-
ally needs. Closing that gap means HEIs must move faster
to revamp curricula around societal priorities, industrial
demand, and the economy's shifting requirements. Only
then can the system deliver the future-ready workforce that
the vision of Viksit Bharat@2047 depends on.

Character Before Curriculum

There is an older, simpler idea running underneath all
of this: that the true worth of a person is reflected in char-
acter and conduct, not credentials alone. Skills, however
useful, were never meant to be the whole point of educa-
tion. Reformers from Swami Vivekananda to Sri Aurobindo
to Mahamana Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya insisted that
education's first task is building character - cultivating self-
discipline, integrity and social responsibility alongside
knowledge. When Malaviya founded Banaras Hindu
University in 1916, he made character formation, ground-
ed in Dharma and ethics, a stated objective of the institu-
tion itself. That tradition draws on scripture - the Vedas,
the iti, the Bh d Gita, the y -which
hold truth, non-violence, self-control, compassion and
service among Dharma's essential virtues, and which edu-
cators carry a responsibility to instil in their students. NEP
2020 has revived this thread through value-added, multi-
disciplinary courses that build ethics, empathy and lead-
ership alongside technical learning, though how deeply stu-
dents absorb these lessons still rests on the integrity and
commitment of the teachers delivering them.

The Decade Ahead

Put together, the last decade tells a coherent story: Indian
higher education has grown in scale, climbed the global
rankings, and deepened its research and innovation base.
What remains is to finish what NEP 2020 started - weaving
industry-relevant skilling and values-rooted education into
asingle curriculum, so that India's graduates emerge not
merely qualified, but responsible, ethical, and ready to build
the nation’s future.

How Jamia Hamdard effectively
implemented NEP 2020

The National Education Policy 2020 was envisioned as a
framework through which Indian higher education could
be restructured around flexibility, multidisciplinarity and
quality. A policy of such scope, ever, is only as mean-
ingful as the manner in which it is implemented, and it is
this question of effective implementation that was placed
at the centre of institutional planning at Jamia Hamdard
between 2021 and 2026. Rather than being treated as a set
of directives to be formally noted, the policy's provisions
were converted into measurable academic and adminis-
trative practice.

Amultidisciplinary curriculum structure was among the
earliest reforms undertaken. Rigid departmental bound-
aries were loosened, and students were given the option of combining courses across
schools of pharmacy, medicine, engi ing, and ities. Through
this restructuring, a foundation was laid for the kind of breadth that NEP 2020 had
called for, and the university's traditional strength in pharmaceutical and health sci-
ences was preserved even as new academic pathways were opened.

The Academic Bank of Credits was integrated into the university's examination
and academic systems, and multiple entry and exit options were made available to
undergraduate students. Through these mechanisms, learners who needed to pause
their studies for personal, financial or professional reasons were no longer required
to forfeit the credits already earned. This flexibility was regarded as one of the more
consequential changes brought about by the policy, since it aitered the relationship
between the institution and the student from one of rigid progression to one of accom-
modated pathways. Indian Knowledge Systems were given particular emphasis during
this period, in keeping with both the letter of NEP 2020 and the university's own schol-
arly inheritance. Jamia Hamdard's century-old association with Unani medicine posi-
tioned it uniquely for this task, and courses and research

initiatives were designed through which classical systems of medicine, Sufi philo-
sophical traditions and indigenous scientific knowledge were brought into dialogue
with contemporary curricula. Rather than being treated as a symbolic gesture, this
integration was approached as a serious academic exercise, and scholars from within
the university were drawn upon to ensure that rigour was not sacrificed for the sake
of relevance.

Skill development
and vocational train-
ing were woven into
academic pro-
grammes across disci-
plines, in accordance
with the policy’s insis-
tence that employa-
bility be treated as a
core outcome of
higher education
rather than an after-
thought. Internships,
industry linkages and
hands-on training
components were
made mandatory in several programmes, and it was ensured that these were not
reduced to token exercises but were built into the credit structure itself.

Research output was strengthened considerably during this period, and this strength-
ening was reflected in the university's improved standing in the National Institutional
Ranking Framework, particularly within the pharmacy category, where Jamia Hamdard
has consistently been placed among the leading institutions of the country. The uni-
versity was also awarded an A+ grade by the National Assessment and Accreditation
Council, and this outcome was regarded as external, independent confirmation that
the reforms undertaken were not merely procedural but had produced a demon-
strable effect on teaching, research and governance.

Governance itself was reformed in ways that were less visible to the public but
were, in many respects, foundational to everything else that was achieved.
Compliance frameworks under the University Grants Commission, the National Medical
Commission, the All India Council for Technical Education, the Pharmacy Council of
India and the Bar Council of India were strengthened, and procurement processes
were brought into closer alignment with General Financial Rules and the oversight
expectations of the Comptroller and Auditor General. It was recognised early in the
tenure thatacademic reform without administrative discipline tends to remain super-
ficial, and considerable effort was therefore invested in ensuring that the two pro-
ceeded together. Digital infrastructure was expanded to support the flexibility that
NEP 2020 demanded. Learning management systems were upgraded, and blended
and online components were incorporated into programmes where appropriate,
without allowing the university's traditional strength in laboratory-based and clin-
ical education to be diluted. Faculty development was treated as a continuing pri-
ority throughout this period. Workshops, training programmes and orientation ses-
sions were organised on subjects ranging from outcome-based education to gen-
erative artificial intelligence, and it was through these sessions that faculty
members were equipped to translate policy intent into classroom practice.

None of these efforts were undertaken without difficulty, and it is precisely in the
handling of such difficulty that effective implementation is distinguished from formal
compliance. Resistance was encountered at various points, both from within sec-
tions of the academic community that were accustomed to older structures and from
the practical c ints imposed by regi yfr that had not yet been
fully harmonised with the spirit of NEP 2020. Rather than being allowed to stall progress,
these difficulties were addressed through consultation and phased adjustment, and
itis acknowledged that the process of implementation remains unfinished in certain
respects, as is perhaps true of any policy of this scale and ambition.

Looking back over five years, it can be said that the effectiveness of NEP 2020's
implementation at Jamia Hamdard is best measured not by the number of provi-
sions formally adopted but by the extent to which they were embedded into every-
day academic and administrative practice. The extent to which this work will be sus-
tained depends on the continued commitment of those who now carry it forward.
What can be affirmed with some confidence is that the
foundations laid during this period were built with care, cu:ﬂ?l:?m’ax:;:;;‘a’s o
and that they were designed to function well beyond Delhi, from 2021 to 2026
any single tenure.

Why faculty, not faCIIItIeS should top every IHM checklist

PRATIK
GHOSH
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BHUSHAN

Every admissions season, the same checklist does
the rounds among hospitality aspirants: best
campus, best placement record, best-known
alumni. Ask any working hotelier what shaped
their career, and the answer rarely starts with
abuilding. It starts with a name - a professor who
pushed them harder than they wanted, who
picked up the phone years after graduation, who
turned a textbook chapter on guest recovery into
a story they still tell at work. The better admis-
sions question, then, is this: who teaches at the
institute you're considering, and what faculty
culture stands behind them? New research on
India's premier Institutes of Hotel Management
(IHMs) suggests this matters more than almost
anything else on the checklist.

The Real Engine

A study of 112 hospitality-management faculty
across leading Indian institutes examined what

drives strong faculty performance -
sharper teaching, better mentorship,
industry-ready graduates. Three factors,
working together, stood out: resilience,
work engagement, and affective com-
mitment to the institute. Faculty who
collaborated well under pressure,
learned visibly from setbacks, and
treated change as opportunity rather
than threat were more engaged in
their work, and that engagement was
closely tied to stronger performance.

For a prospective student, this is
concrete. Resilient, engaged faculty
don't just deliver a syllabus - they
model how to handle the unpredictabil-
ity of a real hospitality career.

Forindustry partners scouting place-
ments, it signals which institutes are
producing graduates shaped by people who
demonstrate resilience daily, not merely describe
itin a lesson plan.

What the best educators have in common
The research points to specific traits: collaborat-
ing through unexpected challenges, sustaining
high workloads, resolving crises competently,
welcoming feedback as fuel for improvement,
and treating added responsibility as growth
rather than burden. It's the same profile hotels
look for in a duty manager or a chef de cuisine.
The difference is that at a strong IHM, students
don't just hear about these traits - they watch
faculty demonstrate them, term after term.

A new way to read your admission offers
For a student weighing offers, this should reframe
the whole decision. You are not simply buying a
curriculum. You are choosing the people who will
model, for three to four formative years, how a
professional handles pressure, recovers from
failure, and stays engaged in demanding, high-
stakes work. Resilient faculty tend to be better-
engaged faculty - and engaged faculty go beyond
the lesson plan, mentor outside class hours, and
notice when a student is struggling.
Institutional culture deserves scrutiny, since
faculty perform best where leadership treats
resilience as an institutional resource rather than
an individual trait. During campus visits, it is

worth asking: Does this institute invest
in faculty development? Are facilitators
engaged in industry research, or only
classroom delivery? The answer says as
much about your education as any
placement statistic.

A faculty-led talent pipeline

For hotel groups and hospitality brands
building campus-recruitment strategy,
the implication runs just as deep.
Faculty performance - and, by extension,
how well students are prepared -
depends on resilience, engagement, and
commitment acting together. Recruiters
evaluating which IHMs to deepen ties
with should look for institutes where
faculty are visibly engaged in research,
mentorship, and industry collabora-
tion, not merely fulfilling teaching hours.

This also marks a shift in how IHMs relate to
industry. The strongest institutes are no longer
positioning themselves as downstream training
grounds that simply absorb industry standards
and pass them on. They are building faculty
research capacity robust enough thatindustry can
begin drawing insight from academia too - on

under the NCHMCT, Ministry of Tourism, whose
syllabus includes training on digital tools in culi-
nary and marketing, pedagogy for grooming and
etiquette, hotel security, and employability and
life skills. Trainers are drawn from 1IMs, industry
veterans, and international leaders, with a fixed
academic calendar meant to keep faculty current
with global hospitality practice.

Choosing well this season

For a student filling out applications now, the
takeaway is simple: look past the lobby-manage-
ment lab in the brochure and ask about the
faculty - how long they've taught, what they
research, how they mentor, and whether the insti-
tute deliberately builds their resilience and
engagement. For industry, the takeaway is just
as simple: the IHMs worth partnering with are the
ones that measure and nurture faculty perfor-
mance with the same seriousness a hotel floor
reserves for guest satisfaction. The best hospital-
ity institutes of the years ahead will not be defined
by their buildings. They will be defined by the
resilience, engagement, and commitment of the
faculty who walk into classrooms every single day
-and by how visibly that translates into the stu-
dents who walk out.

workforce resilience and service i ioninthe
Indian context. For recruiters, that is a signal
worth reading: graduates trained to think criti-
cally aboutimproving standards, not just execute
them. This shift is already institutional policy.
Upgrading faculty capability in step with evolv-
ing industry trends is a stated priority for IHMs

Mr. Gyan Bhushan, (IES), Senior Economic Advisor, Ministry
of Tourism and Chief Executive Officer, National Council for
Hotel Management and Catering Technology (NCHMCT),
Govemment of India & Dr Pratik Ghosh, Head of Department,
Dr. Ambedkar Institute of Hotel Management Catering &
Nutrition, Chandigarh
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From criminality to clarity

Retrospective taxation is one issue;
but criminalisation is quite another

HE SUPREME COURT'S May 2026 judgment on the goodsand

services tax (GST) for online gaming has been debated largelyas

afiscal question — a staggering ¥2 lakh crore (roughly $20 bil-

lion) retrospective demand on an industry that hardly exists. But
the more corrosive dimension of this episode is not the size of the
demand. It is the criminal character the tax department has attached to
it.The overwhelming majority of show cause notices against gaming com-
panies were issued under Section 74 of the Central GST Act. This isnota
routine provision for recovering tax that was short paid. Section 74 is
reserved for cases involving fraud, wilful misstatement, or suppression
of facts — conduct that is deliberate, concealed, and dishonest. Invoking
itisanaccusation,notanaccounting exercise.And itisanaccusation that
sits uneasily against the documented record.

Consider what that record shows. For a decade before GST, gaming
companies paid service tax on gross gaming revenue (GGR) — the plat-
form fee they actually earned — and continued the same practice after
2017.In 2018, the industrywrote to the government and the GST Coun-
cil, disclosing precisely how it was computing its liability and asking
whether there was any difference of opinion. It received no response.
Between 2021 and 2023, the GST Council’s own publicly published min-
utes studied global practice,acknowledged that Indian companies were
paying tax on GGR, noted this as international best practice, referenced
the Supreme Court and high court judgments underpinning that
approach,and contemplated changing the regime prospectively.In 2023,
thelawwasamended to tax depositsinstead,and the mdustry comphed
Thisis the opposite of suppression.A taxpayerwho dlydisclosesits
methodology to theverybody thatadministers the tax,whose practice is
recorded and examined in official minutes, and whose returns are filed
and audited in the open, cannot sensibly be accused of concealing facts.
Suppression requires something hidden. Here, nothing was.

Yet the Supreme Court holding that the 2023 amendment was merely
“clarificatory” has retroactively transformed a transparent, contested
interpretation of law into presumptive fraud dating back to 2017.The
consequences of that transformation are severeand personal. Section 74
carries extended limitation periods, steeper penalties,and opens the door
to prosecution. Because the retrospective demands dwarf the assets of
the companies involved, more than 400 startup founders — and direc-
tors nominated by global investors to their boards — face the prospect of
personal liability for what was, at worst, a good-faith reading of an
ambiguous law that the government itself took six years to resolve.

This should alarm anyone who does business in India, in any sector. If
openly disclosed, judicially supported, officially examined conduct can
berecharacterised years lateras wilful evasion, then no interpretation of
tax law is safe,and no compliance officer’s sign-off means anything. The
distinction between the honest taxpayerand the fraudster collapses. The
remedy need not be sweeping.The GST Council has the power under Sec-
tion 11A to regularise past industry practice, as it has done for shipping,
airlines, insurance,and information technology. Ata minimum, the gov-
ernment should convert notices from Section 74 to Section 73 — treating
this as a dispute over tax short paid, not a crime — and let each case be
adjudicated onits merits.India can debate how much taxwas owed. What
it cannot afford is to criminalise transparency itself.

The dialogue dividend

Can appeals for peace make any difference when India and Pakistan are not
even on speaking terms? A recent letter, to the Prime Mini and
signed by prominent citizens from both countries, has called for the resump-
tion of bilateral dialogue to repaira relationship that is passing through one of
its deepest periods of estrangement.

The appeal may prove inconsequential or even invite criticism for strikinga
discordant noteamid the prevailing rhetoric of confrontation. Yet thereis never
awrong time to argue for peace. Civil society exists precisely to keep channels of
dialogue alive when governments cannot. Critics may argue that such initia-
tives overlook the need for accountability or that previous peace efforts failed
to prevent cross-border terrorism. Those are legitimate concerns. But they do
not diminish the value of keeping open the possibility of engagement.

The horrific killing of tourists in Pahalgam last year led to a four-day mili-
tary confrontation, the most serious between the two nuclear-armed neigh-
bours in more than two decades. Yet Pahalgam was only the culmination of a
decade-long deterioration. The optimism that briefly marked the early inter-
actions between Narendra Modiand Nawaz Sharif in 2014 steadily gave way to
mistrust after the 2016 Uri attack. India’s doctrine shifted from strategic
restraint to muscular deterrence, with direct military retaliation becoming the
preferred response to cross-border terror.

“Surgical strike” entered the lexicon of state policyand soon became part of
popular discourse. After Uri, it was almost inevitable that subsequent attacks
— from Pulwama in 2019 to Pahalgam in 2025 — would invite military retal-
iation. Public opinion has increasingly come to favour
apolicy of retribution. That sentiment has been rein-
forced by a media ecosystem in which prime-time
television often thrives on confrontation with Pak-
istanand bya steady stream of hyper-nationalist pop-
ular culture. Yet there are also signs of a more nuanced
conversation. Even the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh, the BJP’s ideological parent, has recently spo-
ken of engaging with the people of Pakistan.

The paradox is that hostilityand engagement have
often coexisted. Since Partition, the two countries
have fought wars, traded accusations, and remained
divided over Kashmir. Yet they have also periodically
reopened transport links, resumed dialogue,and cre-
ated limited avenues for cooperation. Even in 2019,
monthsafter the abrogation of Jammu and Kashmir’s
special status, the two governments jointly opened the Kartarpur corridor,
allowing visa-free access for Indian pilgrims to one of Sikhism’s holiest shrines.

Today, however, relations are at their lowest ebb. Diplomatic engagement
hasvirtually ceased. India has suspended the 66-year-old Indus Waters Treaty
for the first time, bilateral trade has fallen to almost nothing, and people-to-
people contacts have withered. The economic costs are not insignificant. Air
India estimates that the closure of Pakistani airspace hasadded around ¥4,000
crore to its annual costs. Yet the broader strategic objective of isolating Pak-
istan has also produced mixed results. Even as India has hardened its stance,
Pakistan has managed to regain diplomaticvisibility, cultivating ties with Don-
ald Trump and recently helping brokera fragile truce between the United States
and Iran.

A world already burdened by multiple conflicts has little appetite for
another confrontation between two nuclear powers, The humanitarian and
economic costs of continued hostility would be borne above all by ordinary
people oneitherside of the Radcliffe Line. That is why efforts — however mod-
est— toreviv ic, cultural,and societal deserve encour-
agement. Dialogue alone cannot eliminate terrorism or resolve decades-old
disputes. But history suggests that enduring peace rarely begins with govern-
ments. It often begins with citizens willing to keep the conversation alive.
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Ifwe keep the human being at the centre, these
centres will do more than survive the age of
artificial intelligence. They will help to shape it.

{ ! And India will be the better for it

US-IRAN MOU

COLLAPSE REFLECTS RECURRING PATTERN; LASTING STABILITY DEMANDS A FAR MORE COMPREHENSIVE FRAMEWORK

Anatomy of a failed ceasefire

HE US-IRAN MEMORAN-
DUM of Understanding
(MoU),concluded mid-June,
represented more of a tacti-
cal pause in an intensifying
regional conflict thana peaceagreement.
After months of unprecedented military
escalation —including direct USand Isra-
elistrikeson Iran startingin late Februa
the assassina(ion of Supreme Leader. Ali

Kham

mlhtaryandnuclearmfrasu'ucture the

HARSH V PANT

Vice President, Studies and Foreign Policy,
Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi

of the world’s most critical maritime
choke points while leveraging its geogra-

and enforceable restrictions on enrich-
mentactivities.

Equally significant is the strategic
importance of the Strait of Hormuz,

ought increas- phic ad: ge to extract political and

i i ions, [ranian ofﬁdals

Yet Wlthm weeks, the ar had justified eged
ingthestruc- US and Israeli violations e]sewhere, par-

effectively
tural weaknesses that have long plagued
US-Iran engagement.

The MOU was the culmination of a

ticularly continued Israeli operations
against Hezbollah in Lebanon.
Washington has responded with st-

h one-fifthofglobal

oil supplies transit. For Iran, control over
Hormuz remains one of the few asym-
metrictools capable of imposing costson
its adversaries despite its conventional

ton’s long-articulated strategic pivot
towards the Indo-Pacific cannot entirely
diminish West Asia's enduring impor-
tance. Continued instability in the Gulf
carri ial financial costs, height-
ens risks of regional escalation, and
exposes the US toasymmetric retaliation
through maritime disruption and proxy
warfare. Risi pricesand renewed
concernsover regional conflict could also
generate domestic political pressures.
For Iran, the conflict has exposed sig-
mﬁcant conventional military vulnera-
bilitie: ighting the conti
relevance of asymmetric capabilities.
Although the regime has suffered severe
damage toits leadership, military assets,
nuclear facilities, and broader economy,
its abnllty to Lhreaten maritime com-

prolonged detenorauou in US Iran rela- rikesat: naval militarydi FortheUSandits merc ontinue:
Tran’s nuclear assets,and port mfmstructum President regional freedom to provide strategic leverage. Neverthe-
programme, expanding ballistic missile Donald Trump clared the of remains a non-negotiable less, renewed sanctions, military pres-
capabilities, and sustained support for agreement effectively “over”, reimposed strategic objective. sure, and economic isolation deepen
regional proxy networks collectively sanctions targeting Iranian oil exports, Regional proxy conflicts posed further long-term structural weaknesses, even if
referred to as the “Axis of Resistance”. and expressed scepticism complications, Continued temporary spikes in oil prices offer lim-
Diplomatic efforts throughout 2025 about future negotiations,  —————  sracli military pressure on ited short-term relief.
failed to bridge fundamental differences evenwhileleaving open the itieal Hezbol!ah and Iran’sendu- The broader mtemanunal conse-
over uranium enrichment, sanctions possibilityof renewed diplo- Critical by forallied non- quence Repeated
relief, and regional security. Israeli mili- i luding Iran's state actors ensured the disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz gen-
tary operations launched in June 2025, At a deeper level, the nuclear programme, regional security environ- eratevolatility in energy markets, disrupt
followed by coordinated US-| Israe].l strikes agreement suffered from operational frame- ment remained unstable. shipping networks, fuel inflationary pres-
inearly2026,markedad hiftfrom design flaws. N Domestic political dyn- sures, and dlspropomuna(ely affect
coercivedipli todirectmilitarycon- | Criticalquestions,indluding  Workg gthe . ineddip rossAsia
frontation, particularly after the Interna- the future of Tran’s nuclear Strait of HOI’IT'IUZ. lomatic flexibility. Iranian The possxblllty of wider regional escala-
tional Atomic Energy. Agency 'S ﬁndmgs p h i the seq g of i i oncess- tion mvolvma and
about Iran' 'k governing the . ions as evidence of weak- Gulf ofabroader
stockpileof highlyenriched uranium. Strait of i’-lommz,g the sanctions relief, and ness following devastating West Asian conflict with substantial
Agamst this backdrop, the MoU was ing of i the of military losses, while polit- humanitarian consequences, The failure
conceivedasaninterim seek- | relief,andth Iran's | prox- ical in Waslnng— ofanother high-profile diplomaticinitia-
ing to halt further escalation while creat- of Iran’s regional proxies, jes, d delib- tonreinforc tive further erodes confidence in r}egoti—
ing political space for more ive ined delil . for coercive measures. The ated conflict resolution, making future
negotiations. The principal provisions ambiguous. The MoU didn't erately ambiguous ’ iti and strategically
included the reopening of the Strait of resolve strategic disag geonly {mutual difficult
Hormuz to commercial shipping, a tem- ments, but merely post- accusanousofnou compli- The collapse of the MuU illustratesa
porary ceasefire accompanied by the lift- poned them. Hardline constlmenues in ance, i tiestoclaimadher- recurring pattern in US-Iran ties: tactical
ingofthe USnaval blockade, limited sanc- both countries viewed as encewhil herofbad faith. agreements cannot substitute for strate-

tions relief in exchange for negotiations
onlran’snuclearprogrammewithina 60-
dayperiod,and confidence-building mea-
sures on regional flashpoints, including
Lebanon and Hezbollah.

politically unacceptable while Israel
openly questioned provisions relating to
Lebanun and Hezbol.lah Unsurprising]y,

lybegar
of the agree_ment Lransformmg afragile

Much like the col.lapse of the Joint
Comprehensive Planof Actionafterthe US
withdrawal in 2018, this illustrates how
limited confidenc

dation.Temporary

may reduce immediate risks, but they
remain vulnerable when fundamental

unlikely to succeed without a broader

The MoU’s collapsewasdriven notbya compet- political understanding capable of
sh\gle violation but by the absence of mve pust -warbargaining. addressing underlying sources of rivalry.
unre- The collapse of the MoU und For the US the episode demonstrates

solved coredisputes. By early this month, that the central drivers of US-Iran confro- th fec
both Washington and Tehran accused ntation remain unchanged. of military power While US and Israeli
eachother of breack ing | is the dispute significantly d d Iran’s
Iran resumed coercive actmtym the overlran’snuclearambitions. Tehran con- nmhtary leadership and nuclear infra-
Straitof Hormu tack- ti i learc ili entral | structure, military coercion alone proved
'hr:n to and regime survival, while ji i 1 itical

LNG tanker. These actions reflected Teh-
ran’s attempt to reassert control overone

‘Washington insists that any sanctions
relief must be accompanied by verifiable

settlement. The renewed confrontation
also reinforces the reality that Washing-

over nuclear capablllty,
mmnnal influence,

La tlnc
stability: w1.I.I req\.ure afar more compre-
hensive framework supported by robust
verification mechanisms, credible
enforcement provisions, and sustained
political commitment from all major
stakeholders. Given the depth of mutual
distrust and the competing strategic
objectives of regional actors, however,
such an outcome remains difficult to
achieve in the foreseeable future.

India needs to build a digital border DPI

A UPI-like transformation is necessary across the
entire trade ecosystem — not only for digital trade,
but for all cross-border commerce

SUDHIR SINGH

Volunteer, iSPIRT, and industry and trade policy expert

“DIGITALCOLONISATION" IS nolonger
a theoretical concenL A handful of large

(DPI)layer that functionsasavirtual “dig-
ital border” for trade governance. The
‘hall is not the absence of data but

US based h now
bal digital i Al

the ion of systems.

models,platforms, and data ecosystems.
At the same time, countries like India
remain primarily consumers of foreign
digital pmducts and services. India has

GSTN has emerged as the primary
sourceof truth forexportinvoices,yet the
value of this data remains underutilised
because systems cannot interoperate

only recently beg ing “sovereign
AI”and strategic technological auton-
omy.Butrecognitionaloneis notenough.
The larger challenge lies in digital
trade governance.
Today,Indialacks th

lessly. RBI systems, Directorate
General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), ICE-
GATE, GSTN, and authorised dealer
banks continue to function in institu-
tional silos, creating friction across the
trade

“connected systems” model of govern-
ance. Modern technology enables the
creation of interoperable systems with-
out centralising sensitive data, and
departmental boundaries remain intact
becomes far

clenLPIatfamlssudx asDGFT,GSTN,RBI
systems, ICEGATE, and banking net-
works can remain institutionally
autonomous while securely sharing
information through consent-based
interoperability layers.

This transformation is no longer
optional. Trade governance in the Al era

even tomeasure, track,orgovern the con- The consequences are requiresdigitally connected
umption of foreign digital productsand significant. Small ee—  systems capable of operat-
AL s_e.rviceg. suchas Cqude Mythos, by exporters struggle to Interoperable 'mg at a continental scale.
Indian businesses and citizens. access timely export credit. digital Without such reforms, reg-
This is mainly because India’s trade Remittance iliation igita N can ulatory struct
governance architecture remains over- remainscumbersomedes-  enable countries to  for the industrial era will
whelmingly goods-centric. Physical — pite GST-linked invoice  administer duties, remain incapable of gov-
goods move through ports, customs trails.Businesses manually levies, or bilateral ~ ¢™ming digital commerce.
checkpoints,and ICEGATE. Digital prod- calculate domestic value The Bharat Trade Net
uct: through ion net- addition for export o i (BTN), in Bud-
works and “electronic transmissions” — schemes. B2C digital trade dynamucally get 2025, offers an impor-
the categoryrecognised underWTOrules. leaks revenue due to weak while preserving tant starting point. Ini-
There is no integrated digital gover- enforcement of levies and sovereign tially conceived to address
nance framework for services trade, IGST. Fraud detection s export-financing bottle-
despiteservicesaccountingforover40%  remains mefﬁcxent dueto policy space necks, BTN can evolve into
of India’s exports. WudU dig- ibility. ——— 2 foundational DPI layer
ital mustulti ned through India th needsa forcross-bordertradegov-

digital means. Cross-border trade gover-
nance can no longer remain trapped in
regulatorysilos in the data-driven Al era.
India has already demonstrated its
& build ig ledigital
infrastructure. UPI created a domestic
digital payments layer that removed the
dependence on foreign card networks.
c digital

similar strategic intervention. India
needsanewdigital publicinfrastructure

reimagined trade management archi-
tecture. Aunified digital framework for
both goods and services trade could
dramatically improve efficiency. Export
promotion schemes can be digitised
and integrated. Proposed industrial
parksand manufacturing corridors can

ernance. By integrating GSTN-verified
invoices, remittance tracking, and
financing systems, BTN can begin to
function as a virtual port for India’s
trade ecosystem,

Thetransformation need not happen
atonce.India can build this architecture

evolve into digitally d export
zones with integrated bond manage-
ment systems.

Most importantly, India can build a

inc — layer by layer and use

BTN++cangraduallyevolveintoa unified
trade governance system.

This agenda also has major geopoliti-
cal significance. The WTO moratoriumon
customs duties on electronic transmis-
sions technically expired in March,
although developed countries continue
to push for its permanent extension.
India and several developing economies
oppose such open-ended commitments
because they restrict future policy flexi-
bility in the digital economy.

A DPI-led governance framework
offers an alternative path. Instead of
blanket moratoriums, interoperable
digital systems can enable countries to
administer duties, levies, or bilateral
arrangements dynamically while pre-
serving sovereign policy space. This
allows India to protect long-term strate-
gicinterests,includingits ITexportsand
emerging Al ecosystem.

India must recognise that its DPI
experience is itself a strategic advan-
tage. India has shown the world what
population-scale digital infrastructure
can achieve. The next step is to extend
this capability to cross-border trade
governance through a connected sys-
temsarchitecture.

What India now needs is a UPI-like
transformation across the entire trade
ecosystem —notonly fordigital trade, but
forall cross-border commerce. The bene-
ficiaries would be immense: regulators
gainvisibilityand efficiency, MSMEs gain
access and speed,and India gains strate-
gic autonomymthe digitalage.

That is how digital sovereignty will

case by use case. Once

—not throughiso-

remit lised,

lation but through intelligent, sovereign
digital infrastructure.
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Giving More Credit
Where Credit’s Due

Makes sense to lower exposure risk profile

Credit card companies are offering existing users more
credit instead of chasing new customers, limiting them-
selves toa pool of clients with established credit histori-
es and revealed spending patterns. Since card issuers do
not have much leeway over fees, it makes sense to lower
the risk profile of their exposure. The target new card
user has access to UPL, which has become ubiquitous. And
itisfree. Indiansare conservative card users, and theover-
whelming majority donotrollover credit card payments.
Cardissuersrely onservices,and itiseasiertodesignad-
ditional features for existing customers. Offers of multi-
ple cards come bundled with extra membership rewards
toencourage card usage.

Credit card companies make money by charging inter-
estondeferred paymentsand throughmerchantand card-
holder fees. Interest rates on credit card debt in India are
among the highest globally, which cons-
trains interest income. Most credit
card-issuing banks instead offer EMI
payments on card purchases at relati-
vely lower interest rates. UPI owes its
popularity amongmerchantstonotch-
arging them transaction fees. Thishas
squeezed the main pillar of the credit
card business, although merchant fees were heavily dis-
counted becauseof competition. Cardholderservicesand
feesare, in effect, the principal differentiator. This is whe-
re card companies are focusing their energies.

Credit cards are sold as lifestyle products instead of pay-
ment-cum-credit platforms. Airportloungeaccessand con-
certti ownintc ship benefits. Card com-
panies have clients whose habits they are familiar with. It
is easy to market a new card to a person whose spending
patterns are out in the open. Such a person could be inclin-
ed toswipe her new card if it means free salon visits. Gene-
ric reward points are making way for hyper-personalised
benefits. Card companies are turning to data-driven analy-
ticstopersonali: ity financeand services. Thisrequi-
res them to work intensely with existing customers.

Smarter Citizens for
Dumbed-Down Cities

Bombay High Court has called aspade aspade. It istime welis-
tened. Th]S week, it observed that urban flooding isas much a
civi inistrative one. Every famili-
ar scenes play outacross India: Delhi’s roads disappear under
water, Mumbai grinds to a halt, commuters are stranded, and
neighbourhoodsresemblelakes. From Bengaluru and Gurga-
on to Hyderabad and Chennai, nearly every city battles chro-
nic waterlogging, for which the answer is that old whatabout-
ery: ‘But this is nothing new.” Exactly. Civic authorities must
answer for poor planning, inadequate drainage and crumb-
ling infrastructure. But the court’s remarks underscore an
uncomfortable truth: state of our citiesisn’tjust theproductof
government failure, but also a reflection
of collective civicapathy.

Climate change has intensified rainfall.
" Yet, extreme rain becomes a disaster only

Questions over Al's ecological trade-off are growing louder — but solutions may be emerging

Are Data Centres Uncool?

Dipankar

Bhattacharyya

esistanceto AL till now confi-
| ned to economics, is spilling

:\~\_ over totheenvironment. Sin-

ce the outset, Al has been

- " identified as an economic
disruptor that will result in large-scale
Jjoblosses. Butanew pushback isemer-
ging over Al's sust frontier.

Data centres are ing country-

scale electricity, and their computing

intensity is exerting enormous presu—

reon freshwater for cooling needs.

Last yaan residents of theexecutive-
f An-

bution of costs and benefits of AL
‘Communities burdened with supply-
mgspeczﬁc natural resources need to

tyle,
nelise Park in

about eqlmﬂy spec)ﬁc

red by uninterrupted solar energy —
in keeping with Elon Musk’s catchph-
rase, Tt'salwayssunny inspace’ —and
cooled by infrared radiation of waste
heat into vacuum. Sounds like science
fiction but Musk argues there is no
new physics involved. And investors
are buying into his vision.

Other companies axepwo(mgtoad~
vanced nuclear and RE.

THE SPEAKING TREE

Beyond the
Visible World

Small reactors and giant batteries are
nearer our technology horizon than
orbital data centres. Terrestrial solu-
tions will face some form of pushback,
because Al will be seen as a zero-sum

Many traditional African
cosmologies portray existence
asaliving continuum, ex-
pressed through seven inter-

resource game till benefits of the tech connected realms that encom-

become widely available. pass the supreme Creator,
Distributing economic benefits of celestial forces, spiritual beings,

Al trademe- ancestors,

chanism. Frontier AT ma 0 T

sive data sets are in the

USand China, theworld theysharea

exposure to Alled
servicesand due to MﬂespmadAladup
tion. Gains could be up to 50% less in
other G7 countries due to their sectoral

Georgia,
were outraged when they di:

that the nearby data centre was sipho-
ning nearly 30 mn US gallons (m 56

‘That is the green paradox of AL It
can improve eﬂiclency of elecmclty

to miss their biggast

mn litres) of water
Olympic-size swimming pools and far
exceeding the peak limit agreed to du-
ring the data centre planning process
— for its cooling needs. This was after
residentsnoticed that their water pres-
sure had become unusually low. If this
can happen in an affluent part of the
US. one can be forgiven for being con-
cer thewa

grids by predi integ-

rating volatile RE sources. Al i J.mpm

since their mspecuve

oural
recast ﬂoods and droughts, lower v.he
water intensity of agriculture, and
make water distribution smart. In cri-
tical minerals, Al has demonstrated
capability of accelerating prospecting
and mining. It also improves purity
and yield. Robx rting and recove-

es may go about with data centre in-
frastructure in a country facing; extre-

rymakes e-waste recyclinga breeze.
Beyond these specific counter: arg'u

industrial
Emerging  economies
will seek to speed up their rela-
tively faster growth through AL Deve-
loping economies will turn to tech-
enabled solutions to attain human de-
velopment metrics.
‘And the ecological trade-off may not
be as severe as wbemgmadeout tobe.
Data centres profit by mamm]smg the

me water stress due f issue of per unitof power
of groundwater: ray of giftstolocal d. Thi:
The hardware that runs Al infrast- nities that can dull opposition. Explai- ves with energy efficiency goals. Mo-

ructure is built by exploiting critical
minerals, and it generates increasing
amounts of e-waste. A specific argu-
ment is made about the distri-

ning Al's breakthroughs in the treat-
ment of ma]amcanbeammpel\mg

dern data centres are already using clo-
sed cooling loops where the coolant ne-

message in
Precision livestock far-

ming that Al enables could wear
down some of Dublin’s resistance to

‘Tlansmomng to smaller, doma]n
specific models and optimised net-
works allows developers to achieve

is on their infrastructure.
Export restrictions on critical inputs
like semiconductors block the flow of
‘hardware to economies that donot ha-
ve the wherewithal to produce them.

Widely shared costs is a more
sustainable financial pathway
for Al than the current
investor frenzy over the tech

Multilateral initiatives are trying to

ensure fair participation by countries

locked out of the Alarmsrace.
Political resistance to Al infra is be-

‘common understanding thatlife
isan interconnected whole in
which the visibleand invisible
are inseparable.

Hindu philosophy offersa
systematicexpression of this
vision through the sevenlokas,
orplanes of existence: Bhulok,

e earthly realm; bhuvarlok,
thesubtle realm; svargalok, the
celestial world; maharlok, the
abode of enlightened sages;
janalok, the realm of higher
consciousness; tapolok, the
realm of profound spu'ltua]
austeri the

ingdriven by i ionandre-

source strain. The way out would be to

spread tech development across a bro-

ader geographical expanse to ease

pressure on both counts. Assets need
) . 2

realmof ultimate truth. Taken
together, these lokas represent
not merely different worlds but
aprogressive journey from
material

‘wed to build local capabilities instead
b e £

xea isation of consciousness.
ri parallel between

Fortunately, the competitive intensi-
ty of the Al race ensures open-source
models become available close on the
Theelsof expensive proprietary breakth-
roughs. Need for sovereign Al capabili-

>

Swith supplying specific

natural resources

need to be convinced

about equally specific ¢
breakthroughs Al *
is capable of in

resources

managing those '

ty will aid dispersal and spread infrast-
r

these traditionsliesnot in the
number seven but in the insight
they embody. Both perceive the
universeasalayered reality in
which human existence forms
onepart of amuch larger

energy-hungry Predicti- ional er u- ies. cosmicorder.
ve policing and digital forensics co-  ilding gigantic data centres. Tech sur- i i T 1Parnmg1 nntm
uld persuade US states and coun-  rounding Al infra is evolving rapidly, nable financial pathway for Al than
ties to drop their moratoria aga-  and negative externalities could beli  the current investor frenzy over the m undersiandmg ourplaceand
inst Al investments. mited tech. C logical abo- role within this vastand inter-
OECD reckons Al could raise Tech companies also have plans to  ut what they pay than investors cha- connected reality.
Jabour  productivity take data centres far aw.eu, from our  singgood ideasamong the bad.
growthby 041 SpaceX, whi AL
/A% intsinG build them in spacey

dipankarbhattacharyyattimesofindia.com

Not a Tech, But Adoption, Leak

ALGO OF
BLISSTECH
Brilliant Blue
Sky, White Clouds

!

districtsof Nuh in Haryanaand o ions, peer There insur-
Alwar in Rajasthan, the study found learningand exposure visits integral rendering to thesky Onelooks
that micro-irrigation reduced wheat toevery micro-irrigation programme up, and suddenly the world be-
cultivation costs by 15%, increased rather than treating i b i
net returns by nearly 20%, improved extension activities. ce. Above stretchesan expanse
yields by about11%, and saved up to 18 ® Tosustainadoption by farmers, it's of um:rhluesopurenseems
labour hours peracreduringevery necessary todeploy krishi didis/ acanvas unblemi-
susmita Mitra & irrigationcycle. sakhis, trained SHG krishi shed the! ing
‘Women alsoreported lowerdrudgery — Sprinkle more usage vigyan kendras (KVKs) and farmer brushstrokes of brilliant whi-
Atul K Tiwari and more time for income-generating producer organisations (FPOs)as te clouds They float thhase
EEEee—— activities. Thesefindings reinforce fewer than46% know-  villagelevel ‘water to renity that
evlden(xefmm across India that micro- ledge mm good farming practices. build farmers’ confidence, provide ce,ﬂlelrsluw balletremind-
[ndlaswaterchaﬂenge!salsoan lrnzalmn Vit 'model helped hand id: d time can be gentle,
Severe EINifio nce. While 1damfy practical notawtup.
benefits  more farmers toadopt micro- @ C financial incentives i isnot
reduceagri fuel food of micro-irri 1l establi tion. Tt that with conti ity-building Justpoeu‘ybmphysns Sunli-
i i i\ hed India, the study explams TWmtness campaigns, peer learning  through digital advisory platforms, ght carries every colour: Yet,

when urban systems are by
neglect—institutional and indivi .No

m(BWs6

why we cannot:
't

w farmers and field de-

lakher)over time. I 'y where

gap. It

refresher trainingand local technical
support. KAP analysis suggests that

municipal corporation can inspect every
drain every day if citizens continue to lit-
ter and ignore blocked inlets outside their homes, markets and
workplaces. Civic responsibility begins with simple acts: dis-
posing of waste properly, reporting encroachments, clearing
immediate blockages where possible, and treatmgpubhc mfra
asshared property rather than *

agr 80% of

T y
» of surveyed farmers

» Although

in the
When these: effortsare combined

priority butan economic necessity
Recognisingthis, Gol has approved a

plan tobringanother1001akh ha

under mmlrngauonfhmu[,h the

es,adoptionreached 87% among large

withmodest infar-

h are not enough.
Policies must help farmers translate
pusuwe knuwledgeand attitudes into

memmc s i t
bsidies, adopti 1d

practice. This

farmers butonly 59%

holders.
»

increaseeven further: Themodel

i

revamped PM Krishi
Yojana (PNH(SY) ’!'he target istimely.

else’s

that
rvices, farmer
organisations, digital information,

40% of farmers
who had notadopted micro-irrigation
during the study, around 23% could

tsystem
forfarmers, asitwasdonein the
primary health delivery system.
India's Green Revolution solved the
chm].lenge of food security, The next

when' itenters

phere, molecu-
lesof nitrogen

andoxygen
scatter short-
erwavelengths

ound430nanometres, isscat-
tered about 6x more thanred.

But itwill PM-KISANsupportandreliableelec:  become interested inadopting it if n [er security Violet more, but
Governments mustinvestinresilientdrainage, resturenatu- i Itlirequi- tricitysignificantly inci adop- benefits (it Because inaneraof tain- our itiveto
ral water bodies, and enforce planning and waste manageme- resolving India’s biggest irrigation tion. Participation in training impro- isreduced). Amongthese  tyevery dropsaved isnot merely water it, thesunemitslessof it,and
nt laws. But citizens must be partners, not spectators, Smart clzaﬂenge (\;vohmh ‘lls[ far Snolgt;l?%optélﬂn g 1:%:5(1011 by nsnlv 5%. ‘({eKlAP pgtennﬂ?l agg&zlls ab:@[ué]ls"w could conserved but prosperity created. ozone absg:‘bs muchof what
o . : recent Council for evelop- owledge-atitude-practice ) adoptthet ogy if they can remain:
eaties o ehe redliseA O 2H St ars apps N ATOwSH1G- ment(CSD)study providesfresh analysisrevealeda afford ant professor.and their familiar bluecloak.
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sustainedlong-termandlong-gesta-  depositsand openil iable alsectoral d A routesh-
H tioni Itis whether it can r ign indivil i
O V & About t}le Order finance ambitions—capital markets  investors. Notrigger for imposition Gol publishes reasons for its survival.
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GDPissmaller than that of a Vasant Kunj mall. Forget Ins-
tagram posts of Santorinisunsets, your LinkedIn descrip-
tor now reads ‘Knight Commander of the Order of Civil
Brilliance’. That, my friend, is Rol.

‘wasasuspect. An economy aspiring
tobe the world's third-largest cannot
be: ﬁnanced})y ajurisprudence of

teeffect, until further review’. The
rupeerecovered sharply withinaday.

capital account measures can further
md\me uncenzjnty forlnng{erm

recorded trigger, a 90-day sunset
unlessrenewed for reasons, exit

Butwithin12weeks,

The 1991 reforms dismantled the
licence but never fully dismantled the

Luxury tscarshi down, Tus-
can v)llasreqmrephlmhmg But s e Ttalit mstmct The: questmn isno longer
ters, ing in-laws ‘es your uuALunxyWLu

dels ’I'he policy qumtmms whethern
and

beread with awe. ‘Recipientof the Double Cross'h
tasno Gulfstream can match. The market isbooming. Fbrthe

inways thatadvance India’s econ()
micinterests,

priceof a Parisian weekend, you canacquireamedal from Calibrated controls served India well
aMicronesianmicrobrewery,aribbon fromaBritish (jam) inthe past. Through the Asian crisis,
preservati jety.andan ary uni- GFC tantrum,

i T dothe ek over ity that
versity It theul- faster iserslost But 3
timate hack: prestige without effort, honour achi- i whether
evement. But, sorry, it'snot everyone who can afford it. yestexﬂay sarchitecture worked.

ions have

lator

central bank’s opemtmnaLﬂexlbmw
What wouldarule-based

criteria published at imposition, and
areport wPar_L(szem The April
none of these.

require?

» Published destination India’s last
official map of its own capital account
is Fuller Capital Account Convertibili-
ty Committee of 2006 —and its final
phaseexpired in 2011. Everything since
hasbeen administered by circular A

Three months on, nolaw obliges
anyone tosay when they must stop.
India willneed extemal capnaluna

vices sector, while wage growth
hasremained anaemic, quality
jobselusive, and inflation has st-
eadily eroded pumbasmgpow
The gains of growth have simp-
ly not travelled far enough. And
retail credit fills the gap. ASEMIs,
credit mr(ls and personal loans

scale, and it will

thestrengthof promisesthatare

structurally difficult to break. So,

India’s next capital acr‘ount reformis
in

debt
masquerades as demand. Con-
sumption sustained by rising in-
comes is the hallmark of healthy
growth, but consumption susta-

‘p. GDPmay celeb-

new publishapath  about constitutional

inwhichli i xpand markets, instituti d it The ined by mounting debt is defer-
steadilyas: afaked macm Hriggers— luﬂ:mj.‘.hed taskof 1991 isto mp]acean red hardshi

inflation,

but when house-

cy financial-sector haallh are meL with one that legislates trust. pak]smustborm\v tostay afloat.
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Terminal illness

ontrasting reactions to judicial pronouncements in the

neighbouring states of Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh

tell a story that every right-thinking Indian must be

concerned about. Last month, a Muslim judge,
Tabassum Khan, in Madhya Pradesh, convicted and sentenced
to life imprisonment seven Hindu men involved in lynching a
Muslim to death.

Scholars with far greater knuwlcdge of the Iaw than this
newspaper ave ithe
concluded that it is both reasoned and fair. In days that have
followed, Judge Khan has been hounded on social media,
threatened with bodily harm ~ and more ~ and castigated in
terms that do not deserve to be repeated.

In parallel, a Division Bench of the Gujarat High Court,
comprising two Hindu judges, has confirmed the death
sentences awarded to 38 Muslim members of the Indian
Mujahideen in the Ahmedabad blasts case, a
pronouncement that has provoked a milder response, either
celebratory or of criticizing the system for not having achieved
this outcome sooner.

While the Madhya Pradesh High Court has taken notice of
Judge Khan's case, and the Supreme Court bar has severely
criticised the reaction, the vile abuse and intimidation she has
faced describe a cancerous mind-set that is metastasizing so
rapidly that it will soon become terminal. The passivity of the
state apparatus and the silence of political leaders tell a tale that
ought to worry all of us.

These reactions are, unfortunately, emerging as a pattern in
contemporary India. Not too long ago, a Judge of the
Bombay High Court, who rendered a verdict in a matter
involving the Bohra Muslim community, upholding the position
of one faction over another, faced death threats to himself and
his famil

The laws of the land lay down rules for dealing with
judgments that we disagree with. Parties are free to seek review
before a higher forum. Informed criticism that does not cast
aspersions on the judge but points to flaws in her or his
reasoning is permitted.

Not permitted are abuse or intimidation, and certainly not
the cowardly use of threats that hide behind anonymous
social media handles. The fact that police can crack down
on some online cases of abuse, but not others, itself
tells a story ~ of a state that is fast acquiring the jaundiced
vision of bigots.

Claims of moral superiority and of a civilizational ethos of
tolerance ring hollow in the face of such excesses. They tell us
that something is seriously wrong with us, that we are only
prepared to accept authority when convenient to us.

Having begun with small transgressions such as driving on
the wrong side of the road and getting away with these, we have
become a people who believe it is acceptable to beat up doctors
who fail to cure our patients, or threaten those who render
justice on the facts presented to them.

Ifthis is the n of a modern India that we wish to present
to the world, we must prepare to accept a harsh prognosis
of our condition.

Beyond Victory

nternational sport has always had an unusual ability to

redraw the boundaries of possibility. Every World Cup

produces champions, but it also produces stories that

outlive the final score. When a small nation competes
fearlessly against football’s established powers, it achieves
something that statistics and rankings cannot fully measure. It
expands the imagination of its own people.

Cape Verde's remarkable campaign offers precisely that
lesson. A country with a modest population and limited
sporting resources demonstrated that plined preparation,
collective belief and tactical clarity can narrow the gulf between
football's traditional elite and emerging nations. The
significance of such performances extends well beyond a
tournament. They challenge the long-held assumption that
success in global sport is the exclusive preserve of countries
blessed with vast talent pools, wealthy domestic leagues or
decades of institutional advantage.

Football’s governing bodies have often spoken about making
the sport truly global. That ambition is fulfilled not merely by
increasing the number of participating nations but by
ensuring that newcomers can compete with credibility. When
smaller teams prove capable of frustrating or even
unsettling world champions, the tournament itself becomes
richer, more unpredictable and more representative of the
game’s universal appeal.

For Cape Verde, the impact is likely to be felt long after the
celebrations fade. A memorable World Cup can inspire greater
public investment in sporting infrastructure, encourage private
sponsorship and persuade policymakers that sport deserves to
be treated as an instrument of national development rather
than entertainment alone. Young players who watched their
country’s flag carried proudly onto the world’s biggest football
stage will now believe that international success is attainable
rather than aspirational.

The country’s experience also reinforces the growing
importance of its global diaspora. Increasingly, smaller nations
are blending locally developed talent with players whose
careers have been nurtured abroad. Rather than weakening
national identity, this model reflects the realities of a globalised
world in which migration has created communities that remain
deeply connected to their ancestral homelands. Harnessed
effectively, these networks can become enduring sources of
sporting excellence.

There is another lesson for larger footballing nations.
Reputation alone no longer guarantees dominance. The tactical
sophistication of so-called minnows has improved
dramatically, while advances in coaching, analytics and sports
science have reduced historical disadvantages. Complacency
has become an increasingly expensive luxury. Ultimately, Cape
Verde returned home without a trophy but with something
equally valuable: a transformed national self-image. The
overwhelming public welcome reflected more than gratitude for
abrave campaign. It recognised that the team had altered
perceptions of what the nation could accomplish on the global
stage. In sport, as in national life, genuine success is not always
measured by the title won. Sometimes it is measured by the
confidence a generation gains after discovering that it belongs
among the world’s best.

Aurobindo’s Integral Yoga

AttheheartofIntegral Yogalies
theideathathumanbeingsare
transitional entitiesinan
ongoingprocessofcosmic
evolution. AccordingtoSri
Aurobindo, consciousnessisnot
staticbutdynamic, evolving
[frommattertolife, fromlifeto
mind,andultimatelytowardsa
higher, supramental
consciousness. This
supramentalstaterepresentsa
planeoftruth-consciousness
whereknowledge, will, and
delightareunified

by rapid tec ricy
material ions,and
anunual uncertainty, the search for
deeper meaning and spiritual fulfiliment

has gained renewed urgency. Among the
many philosophical and spiritual systems
tha[ ﬂeck to rCC()nCl]L the material and the

by his principles at Puducherry.

At the heart of Integral Yoga lies the idea
that human beings are transitional entities
in an ongoing process ol cosmic EVOIUIIO!'I

bindo.

the manifestation of the divine on carth.
The ultimate aim is not only spiritual

They serve as living laboratories for the
exploration of human unity and higher

ligh butalso the
ofthebody intoa vessel capable of expressing
higher consci This idea

According to Sri

h 1Yoga is not static but dynamic, evolving from
by Sri :\Llrobmdu stands out as a profound  matter to life, from life to mind, and
and transformative vision. ultimately towards a higher, supramental

Itis not merely asy: stem of denauon or  consciousness.
iation, buta This state a

of life that aims at the loml transformation
ofhumanc ghting

pldne of truth-consciousness where
ledge, will, and delight are unified.

narrow battles of religious or spiritual
influences of superiority so common in the
present times where no two religious or
spmlual leaders speak the same language

bindo's Integral
\ug,a embraces chry caste, creed, race and
genderwithequalfervorsince his yogadoes

The purposeof Integral Yogaistoaceelerate
this evolutionary process within the
individual.

One of the distinguishing features of
Integral Yoga is its integrative approach. T
Itdoes not reject the traditional paths of
Bhakti (devotion), Jnana (knowledge),

RUDRASHIS
DATTA

Professorin

theconventional dichotomy
between spirit and matter,
proposing instead a unity
where both are expressions
of the same divine reality.
‘Thepracticeof Integral Yoga
does not follow a rigid set of
techniques orrituals. Instead,
it is a dynamic and

Critics may argue that the goals of Integral
Yoga are too idealistic or unattainable. The
notion of transforming human nature and
achieving a supramental consciousness
may seem distant from the realities of
everyday life. However, Sri Aurobindo did
not present his vision as an immediate
solution but as a long-term evolutionary

bility. He Edoed thechallenges

and complexities involved, emphasizing
patience, perseverance, and faith.

by aspiration. rejection, and
surrender.

Aspiration refers to the
sincere longing for spiritual

he writer is
Assistant

In c y times, the relevance of
Integral Yoga is increasingly evident. As
individuals grapple with stress, alienation,
and a sense of fragmentation, the need for
ani approach tolife

pressing By addressing the totality of human
exislcnce ~body, mind, and spirit~ lnlegral
Yogaoff i kfor

personal and collccu\c transformation.

nolscemandsdpr()ducwlnnarmwrellglous orKarma (action), butharmonizes them English, growth; rejection involves
d,butasapotentially perfect  into a unified discipline. Pritilata the conscious refusal oi
Ci waiting for fulfilment. The practitioner is encouraged to Waddedar negative fencies

Sn -\umhmdn (1872-1950), one of India’s ~ cultivate devotion to the Divine, seek Mahavidyalaya, egolmc lmpulseﬁ and
foremost plulmophc Vi knowledge of the ultimate re: Nadia surrender

P perform actions with a spirit of of one’s entire being to the

socio-religious boundaries. Unlike classical ~ dedication. This synthesis allows for a Divine. These three movements

often izeliberation istic spiri i form the core discipline of the yoga.

from the cycle of birth and death (moksha)
through withdrawal from worldly life, Integral
Yoga advocates an active engagement with
life, It seeks not escape from the world, but
the divinization of

In a series of articles, Idlef collected i in
The Life Divine, Sri

all aspects of human nature ~ emotional,
intellectual. and physical.

Central to this yoga is the concept of the
“psychic being.” the evolving soul within
the individual that acts as a guide in the
spmlua] Journey. By turning inward and
with this psychiccentre,

theconcept of ‘yoga'in all its manifestations,

[he pmu_moncr can align with the divine

Integral Yoga also has significant social
implications. Ina world divided by conflict,
inequality, and environmental crises, Sri
Aurobindo’s vision offers a path toward
co]lccuvc rransturmauon HL hchcved Lhal
but extends to humanity as a whole.

Th Fa hif 'her S|

from the perspective of phy; ysical well-bei
to the progressive evolution of the human
consciousness freed from caste, creed, dogma
or narrow confines of religion.

Sri Aurobindois perhdps the hesl persun
inmoder

persense of purpose

couldleadtoa unified

ninner change
as a ]')YCL‘UI'N)Y to outer transformation
resonates with modern psychological and
philosophical thought.

The idea that lasting social change must
begin with individual consciousness
aligns with contemporary movements
advocating mindfulness, self-awareness,
and ethical living,

Integral Yogaof Sri Aurobindo represents
a bold and visionary attempt to redefine
the purpose of human life. It challenges us
to move beyond limited conceptions of

of yoga, having experienced vocations as
diverse as academics, politics, freedom
movement, literature and philosophy, and
also gul(hng the evolution of a spiritual

and harmony. global society, ending divisions of
This inward movement is ‘\ccompamcd race, religion, and nauonah&y
byagradual purificationand ‘The practi
of the outer nature, including thoughts, can be seen in the esmhhshmcm of the Sri
and physical habits. Aurobindo Ashram in Puducherry and the

Another key aspect of Integral Yoga is the
transformation of the physical body. While
many spiritual traditions regard the bcdy

international township of Auroville.
These communities aim to embody the
principles of Integral Yoga in daily life,

and embracea path that integrates
all aspects of existence,

While its goals may appear lofty, they
also inspire a deeper reflection on our
potential as human beings. In a world
searching for meaning and direction, Sri
Aurobindo’s Integral Yoga offers not just a
philosophy, l)ut a transinrmmve journey

as an obs[acle or illusion, Sri

ythat ry day inspired

d it an essential instrument for

collective harmony, and sustainable living.

onsciousnes
and a more harmonious world.

Preventable human deaths from conflict with wildlife

he recent deaths of Ashika Bote

and her young son in Jagatpur,

Chitwan, following an attack by

Dhurbe. an infamous male wild
clephant that has killed 23 other people
since 2010, have sent shockwaves thmug,h
the country. Tragically, th 1

Chitwan National Park, the country’s
premier conservation zone, where more
than120 people have succumbed toattacks
from wild animals in just over a decade.
Such incidents, and most crucially, the
death of 25 humans due to the attack of a

had claimed the lives of two other pcuplL
from Ashika’s family back in 2012 when
they lived in the Madi area. This is a
reminder that

and wildlife compete for the same space
to live, the result is often devastating for
both sides. Human-wildlife conflict has
reached alarming levels across Nepal's
forest fringes.

‘The Annual Report 20212022 published
by the Department of National Parks and
Wildlife Conservation reported more than
12000 cases of wildlife attacks on humans.
Inthem, 58 people died, 72 reported minor
injuries, and 116 suffered critical injuries.
The contlict is particularly dire in the

failure to protect the fragile relationship
between people and wildlife despite
improvements in conservation efforts. In
response to people’s deaths
in2012 as aresult of Dhurbe’s
attack, authorities had decided
to kill him. Despite severe
injuries from gunshots in late
December2012, DI

Of The

expanded his movement to
castern Chitwan and now
keeps reappearing once in a while. (His
movements have remained predictable,
with residents in the incident area noting
that he follows a cyclical path, arriving
like clockwork during the autumn and

Letters To The Editor | D editor@thestatesman.com

. .
Public anxiety

Sir, Through the columns of your newspaper,
I wish to draw attention to the growing

recent mandate making E20 (20 per cent
ethanol-blended) petrol the standard fuel
across India.
While the objective of reducing oil import
and il energy
is laudable, tt hod of its imph i
e

irburden

on the common citizen.

‘The primary point of contention s vehicle
compatibility. A large number of vehicles
currently on our roads, particularly those
manufactured before 2023, were not designed
to handle high concentrations of ethanol.

Ethanol is known to be corrosive to
certain rubber seals, gaskets, and plastic
components used in older fuel systems.
While manufacturers may downplay these

risks, reports from across the country
indicate early signs of wear and tear.
and a noticeable drop in fuel efficiency ~
further hitting the pockets of the middle
class who are already struggling with high
fuel prices.

Thegovernment’s comparison with Brazil
is also misleading, Brazil’s transition to
high-ethanol blends was a multi-decadal
process that allowed both the automotive
industry and vehicle owners to adapt
gradually.

By contrast, Indias “all-at-once™ approach
removes the option of pure petrol for
millions, effectively forcing ownerstochoose
between using potentially damaging fuel
or replacing a vehicle that still has years of
utility left.

Furthermore, the promise that
ethanol-blending would lower fuel costs
has proven incorrect, as the procurement
cost of ethanol has kept retail prices high.

epaper.thestatesman.com

winter harvest seasons to raid crops; he

country. Countless once-vast forests have

A Member

ALIA WEWS Wi o

was also seen on the forest edges some
days before the incident.)

Asatellite-trackingcollar hasalsobeen
used to monitor its movements since
2020, as the radio collar installed in 2012
stopped working. However, despite the
much-needed technological intervention,
the execution couldn’t prevent further
deaths, indicating a policy failure.

Authorities have also often failed
to address the root causes that drive
wildlife into human settlements.
Habitat loss and fragmentation force
elephants and other wild animals to
enter human settlements. [n Chitwan
National Park, for instance, grasslands
once covered about 20 percent of the
Park. Now, this has been depleted to
around 10 percent.

Encroachment, deforestation and
development activities have particularly
affected elephant settlements across the

now become small. isolated patches,
pushing elephants out of their natural
habitats. According to the Elephant
Conservation Action Plan (2025-2035),
more than half of the potential elephant
habitat in the Chure-Tarai region lies
outside of protected areas, forcingelephants
to wzmdcr through human dnmmalcd
S Insuchan
itis no surprise that people lose lives and
livelihoods while elephants are killed in
retaliatory attacks or accidents.
InChitwan National Park, electricfencing.
and concrete barriers are in place to keep
animals from entering settlements. But
these efforts are not enough. Restoring
forest cover and corridors as envisioned
in the action plan, whereby animals can
roam freely within the park without

is adaunting task. Still, it is a prerequisite
for reducing human-wildlife conflict.

ll the government is [ml) committed to
en ility. it mustadopt
amore holistic and balanced approach.

A rapid, blanket mandate is not the
solution; rather, we need a phased transition
that ensures older vehicles can be serviced
or retrofitted, alongside the continued
availability of compatible fuel options.

Public policy should be b on
consensus and feasibility, not on directives
that disregard the practical realities of the
average vehicle owner.

Yours, etc., Prabir Kumar Pal,
Kolkata, 7 July.

Non-communal

Sir, Apropos the article “Alife devoted to
India’s unity and progress” by Narendra
Modi published today. it bears recall that
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee was not only
one devoted to India’s unity and progress,

butalsoanon-communal man parexcellence.

Caleutta University earmarked ascholarship
for the topper during Syama Prasad's stint
as the Vice Chancellor.

When two pupils scored equal marks in
the examination, Syama Prasad awarded
the scholarship tothe Muslim pupil instead
of the Hindu pupil. This Muslim pupil is
none other than the Bangladeshi bard
Jassimuddin.

syama Pmsad endmsed the nppmntmcnl

Profe«or of Calcutta University.

Syama Prasad wrote, “Through the
appointment of a Muslim, the University is
enteringanew phaseand is telling everyone
in the world that this University is
confined to a class is not correct; and that
it is the University of Bengal and the
University of India”™.

Yours, etc., Anindya Ghosal,
Burdwan, 7 July.
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India must tackle therisein
juvenile delinquency

BHASKAR NATH BISWAL

hetrue measureof asociety's
health liesnot inits so
economic ind
expanding infrastructure

butinhow it safeguards and nurtures

its youngest citizens.Inadeveloping
where the

nation like India,
demographic dividend
hailed as a historical dd\dmd“(_ dn

juveniles to 79 per lakh population
in 2024. The data underscores the
reality that traditional mechanisms
of deterrence and moral anchoring
are fraying under contemporary
socio-economic pressures, failing
to keep pace with the changing
realities of adolescence.

When we break down the geographic
distribution of these offences, certain
regional hotspots emerge with

underlyingcrisisis quietly res|

the social fabric. When the energy m
youth is misdirected into criminal
paths, it ceases to be a dividend and
transformsinto a collective failure of
institutional, familial and social
systems.

Thedata released by the National
Crime Records Bureau provides a
sobering, empirical mirror to this
unfolding crisis. Juvenile delinquency
is no longer an isolated anomaly
confined to urban margins; it has
evolved intoa nationwide challenge
that demands urgent introspection,
multi-stakeholder collaboration
and comprehensive policy intervention.

A meticulous examination of the
data provided in the NCRB Report,
reveals an alarming upward trajectory
in offences committed by minors
across thecountry. The consolidated
figures for the total all-India juvenile
crimes exhibit an uninterrupted
surge over the monitored three-year
period. In2022, Indiarecorded 30,555
cases of juvenile crimes under the
Indian Penal Code, the newly enacted
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and various
Special and Local Laws. This figure
climbed steadily to 31,365 cases in
2023, before witnes: ngan expansive
lup 034,878 ¢ n 2024.
harp escalation pushesthe
nuunndl rate of total crime by

striking | i e. The NCRB
Report allows us toisolate the top
five states leading in the absolute
numbcrsoi wenilé crimes recorded
024. Bihar occupies the apex

on with an astonishing 5,037
cases, representing a massive and
troubling explosion from its 2022
figure of just LO52 cases. Following
Biharis Maharashtra, which reported
3,779 cases in 2024, showing a
marginal decline from its 2022 peak
0f 4,406 but remaining exceptionally
high. Madhya Pradesh holds the
third position with 3474 cases,
maintaining a consistently high
volume across all three years. Tamil
Nadu ranks fourth with 2946 cases
in 2024, demonstrating a steady,
high-volume presence in juvenile
delinquency. Rajasthan rounds out
the top five states with 2,827 cases
in2024. These five states collectively
shoulder a disproportionate share
of the national burden, revealing
that the crisis is deeply entrenched
across both economically progressive
and structurally developing regions.
Understanding why achild turns
to crime requires looking past the
immediate legal infractions to examine
the systemic vulnerabilities that
warp young minds. The primary
driver remains the vicious cycle o
pove erty and economic d(‘pl’l\’ﬂ[il)ﬂ.

Inmany impoverished households,
children are exposed to survival
anxieties early in life, making them
highly susceptible to the lure of
quick, it money. This economic
vulnerability is compounded by the

hrough home seling,

many adolescents fail mdlsunguxsh
between digital fiction and the
real-we :)rldmanuemu of violence,
resultinginanincreasingly aggressive
and i youth

and akl” building programs.
Lomplcmcnnng this legislative pillar
is the Mission Vatsalya scheme,
formerly known as the Integrated
Child P ion Scheme, which aims

Acritical, yet [requcm]y overlooked,
structural driver of this escalating
crisis is the widespread deficiency

to secure a protective envi ironment
for vulnerable children through
dcommunity-based

inquality early childhood education

interves pecial Juvenile Police

across vulnerable communities. The
formative years of a child's life are
pivotal for cognitive development,
emotional regulation and the
internalization of social norms. When
children are deprived of smlcmted.

Units have also been mandated
across districts toensure that children
aretreated with appropriate sensitivity
during legal proceedings.

However, the escalating numbers
hlghllghud ll\ lhe \CRB report

demc

upp
they miss the foundational window
to build empathy, impulse control
and critical thinking skills,
Toeffectively counter this

dlone cannot solve a sociologica

eri Moving forward, the state
must transition from a reactivemodel
toaproactive, preventative approach.

Lhronlc failure of the primary dnu toward dquumc human  This requires integrating mental

here highdi it ducation must ically  health professionals and counselors
rates | adolescent children  integrated from the grassroots level.  into the publicschooling ecosystem
without constructive T 1 icenter todetect early behavioral at alities

leaving them idle and highly vulnerable
to bad influences.

Beyond economic distress, the
psychological environment of the
modern child plays a definitive role.
Fraying familial structures, parental
neglect, domestic violence and a
lack of emotional support systems
create a vacuum that is easily filled
by peer pressure and local criminal
networks. Adult criminal syndicates
frequently exploit the legal leniency
granted tominors under Indian law,
deliberately recruiting juveniles as
couriers for drugs, contraband and
illegal weapons.

Furthermore, the unreg;

i

and pnmarv hools into hubs that

civic

and signs of domestic distress.

Local ec must collaborate

1ethical dedision-making
children with the moral

ternal pressures. Cultivating these
virtues at the absolute roots of

with non-g(

to establish after-school sports,
culturaland vocational centers that
keep vulnerable adolescents
producuvd\ engaged. Legal

bility must alsoshift toward

developmentis notjust
ecessit

it is a vital preemptive
rahmg conscientious,
ns and safeguarding
the collective future of the nation.
‘The Indian government has long
rcmguued the distinct needs of
minors in conflict with the law,
establishinga smumry architecture
focusedon ilitation rather than

explosion of digital media has exposed
minors tounfiltered content glorifying
violence, consumerismand criminal
lifestyles. Without mature cognitive

retribution. The cornerstone of this
framework is the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children)
Act,which emphasizes reformation

penalizing the adult handlers who
exploit minors, ensuring that adult
syndicates cannot hldc behind the
shield of |u\ enile protection. Ultimately,
addressing juvenile delinquency
requiresa CO].IL.EU\ esocial consensus
that views a child in conflict with
the law not as an inherent criminal
but as an individual whom society
failed to protect and guide.

The wltr s frsier el Pincpal und
tnuummuppumm Shoulder

Almust walk the ethical path

ARCHANA DATTA

nthropic, now more in

the news for its chatbot,

Claude, recently held a

summit in which the
leaders of the Christian faith and
different philosophical traditions
were invited for their advice in
developing “Claude’s moral and
spiritual responses tocomplex and
unpredictable ethical queries” as
its chief executive, Dario Amodei,
felt the need for infusing in it a
‘moral character’.

During deliberations it was even
asked whether Claude could be
called a ‘child of God', with a ‘spiritual
value’ beyond that of a simple
machine. A participating Catholic
priest clarified that it is more about
bulldlng ethical thinking into the
mauhm am lxleu that as Al

unpu\dmo mlclhgcmcuploswn
ascenario in which an upgradable
Alenters a positive feedback loop,
rapidly undergoing recursive
self-improvement. leading to its
jump inintelligence from human-level
toan unimaginable super-intelligence.

Computer scientist and futurist
Ray Kurzweil, in his 2024 book,
‘The Singularity Is Nearer: When
We Merge with AI', presented a
futuristic perspective around
‘technological singularity’,a theorised

(AGI), is simply ITH\]CE!dH'Ig as
"humzm intelligence is deeply
intertwined with emotions, social
context, and subjective experiences”.

“The true AGI requires a physical
and bodily interaction with the real
world," underscored Rodney Brooks,
a roboticist and former director of
the MIT Al Lab. There are also
techno-optimists who talk about
a'gentle singularity’, where humans
and machines slowly and safely
m[ew‘alc into acooperative ecnsy:l.cm

theideaof‘an

tipping point where technol

tly exceeds human &.uuwme
and the pusslbllm 0]

and malevolent robot takeover'.
Many are also apprehensive that
/“mysti ithms as omniscient

capaci
humans merging with machi
inagradual evolutionary transition
through direct technological integration
by 2045 is envisioned.

Open Al CEO Sam Altman, called
it a “magic intelligence in the sky’
which transports hum.ms to l]k

into a core plllzu of daily life, tech
leaders face unprecedented pressures
toaccount for their societal impact.

Oflate, many prominent scientists,
indudm"compu(crsucnus s, tech
entrepreneurs, investors and futurists
have been using words like godlike’,
‘prophecy’ and ‘apocalypse” - to
describe the evolving power of Al
These words, usually reserved for
e, signify a profound cultural
and philosophical shift in thinking
in the hitherto secular tech world.

Nick Bostrom, the founding
director of the Future of Humanity
Institute, Oxford, in his 2014 book
‘Super-intelligence: P'uhs Dangers
and Slr.uc"ws envisioned an

lifespans, uadmungdlmlses And

or sentient deities, ignoring their
algorithmic limitations, will only
obscure human accountabili
Al bias and ethical ris A
physicist Max Tegmark and research
engineers at the Distributed Al
Research Institute (DAIR) dubbed
suchattemptsas‘dangerous, hubristic

heralding an era of radical at
However, there are many sceptics
whoargue that Al will not overtake
human intelligence anytime soon-
if ever, and that the current Al
models can be excellent at pattern
recognition and datasynthesis, but
they fundamentally lack common
sense, consciousness, and the flexible
adaptability of the human brain™.
Gary Marcus, a cognitive scientist
and Al entrepreneur, a critic of the
‘scaling up’ hypotheses, asserted
that the “idea of making the current
Al models bigger by feeding them
with more computation data will
lead toartificial general intelligence

pseudo p thatdistract
the world from immediate, material
risks like corporate monopolies,
data theft, and algorithmic bias™.
Whileinstitutional religions called
for ‘drawing a firm line between
machine calculations and actual
divinity’, Pope Leo XIV, in his recent
encyclical titled ‘Magnifica Humanitas
or ‘Magnificent Humanity’ eritiqued
Silicon Valley’s trans-humanisation
of Al and *building God' through AL
Amid concerns about humanity’s
“\ds(anialcmxs -a-vis AL eminent
S| tephen Hawking
uunoncd that “bm]dmg atrue ~\(;1
poses a severe challenge to human

ETHICAL CONCERNS
IN ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE:

WHAT M

survival, and its super-intelligent
version (ASI) may either eliminate
ormake humanity subservient toit”.

Geoffrey Hinton, called the Godfather
of AI', warned that a tool that has
been embedded with “artificial
intelligence may eventually eclipse
humanity’s and disrupt traditional
religious beliefs and human
exceptionalism”. Peter Thiel, the
tech entrepreneur, forewarned that
“sinceboth, the AGl and ASL, exceed
the traditional boundaries of science
and engineering, their uncontrolled
rise could lead to severe societal
collapse and biological threats

Proponents of trans-humanism
like Julian Huxley, Nick Bostrom,
David Pearce, and James Hughes
have advocated for the path of
pursuing radical cognitive and moral
improvements through a process
of biological and digital symbiosis.
Historian and philosopher Yuval
Noah Harari in his essay ‘Homo
Deus’, exhorted that the *human

T CONSIDEF

\fﬁ

being has to evolve in parallel with
machines’, while Elon Musk’s
Neuralink project envisages a synergy
between human intelligence and
Al through implantable brain-
computer interfaces (BCI).

1n 2024, the Global Future Councils
(WEF), presented a roadmap for
Al guardrails aligned to human
values and ethical principles, and
suggested continuous engagement
among governments, businesse:
civil society and indivi
transcribing abstract ethical principles
into practical technical guidelines,
tailored to specific cultural, legal
and societal contexts, to make sure
that Al systems remain auditable
and tra nsparent.

Now. it is time for collective global
action to ensure that technology
serves humanity’s best interests,
and shared values.

‘The writer is former Director-General,
Doordarshan & AIR, and former Press Secretary
to the President

Crossword | No.293516

ACROSS 19 See Rolling Stones 28 25 maybe 5 Means of top- 17 Longer across than
outside Suffolk designate party down influence down lights on

1 Exactrevengeand  town(34,2) line (10,4) (@ crossword allow
look after number 20 Good to harness 6 Listening device puzzie enthusiast
one? (3,4,3.4) energy of member DOWN leftin - note tostart (9)

9 Todesert, of younger something sticking 18 Traditional
returning cards (5)  generation 1 Answer clue, but ut (5) philosopher

10 The colour of not this one? 7 Top and bottom embracing online
blood? (5,4) 21 She, perhaps, finds _ Explain (3,6) marks separately mobile platform

11 Activity for those absence at the 2 Beat automated gained by (9)
preferring it over core of hollow programmesetup  university fellow 21 Fall out of party
117 (8) man (6) with input from © dress (4)

12 Draw saw () 23 Cut seed corn for Cv-scanners & Passed something 22 Body suits taken

14 Donald's threshing (8) (s) in joint? (4) up by female
expression of 26 Fatigue of auditor 3 Bow tie grabbed 13 Main issue when (5)
impatience about having more than by Labour hunting is 24 Indian side seen in
yellowish hue one drink around supporter? Infamy!  permitted Andorra and Italy
(5) start of session 9) (4,6) (5)

16 One spinning act ) 4 Doublecheckto 15 Weekend warriors 25 Something
of cowardice, 27 Excuse of boxer determine who in a stew over swelling lower
perhaps, as high- swinging this way should be put in controversialissue  down plughole?
class (3-6) and that? (5) the picture (6-4) @

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. {By arrangement with The Independent, London)

Yesterday's Solution

epaper.thestatesman.com

Frol

07

New Delhi
Friday, 10 July 2026

100 Years Ago

The Statesman

nt page of The Statesman

dated 10 July 1926

OCCASIONAL NOTE

ASSAM has not hitherto been considered a
Province in which leprosy was especially prevalent,
but it appears from the proceedings of the
Assam Legislative Council that the Medical
Department last year lhuughl it expedient to
make a leprosy survey in Goalpara and Sylhet.
The result was astonishing. No less than 1,511
cases were found in the Dhubri subdivision
alone and 1,249 cases in five thanas of the
North Sylhet sub-division. Naturally the question
will be asked what are the figures for the whole
of Assam? Provincial Governments have relied
hitherto on the decennial census reports for
their knowledge of the incidence of leprosy
amongst the population, but census superintendents
have admitted always that figures relating to
diseased persons are not to be trusted. The
Assam Government is making arrangements
for a leprosy survey of the whole Provmcc, so
as to get an idea of the extent of the problem
that has to be dealt with. In the meanwhile
dispensaries are (o be established and an asylum
opened at Jorhat. Leprosy in its first stages can
be treated in out-door dispensaries with every
prospect of effecting cures.

News Items

LORD BIRKENHEAD
AND INDIA

DENIAL OF EARLY VISIT

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)
LONDON,JULY .

Lord Birkenhead (Secretary of State for India)
demu the persistent reports that he has decided
it India during the coming cold weather.

Nevertheless there is reason to believe that he
desires to v India at the earliest possible
opportunity but all the arrangements will depend
upon the political situation at Home. —Copyright.

MR. COOK’S MISSION

EXPORT OF GERMAN
COAL TO BRITAIN

BERLIN, JULY

MR. A. J.Cook has arrived here with the object
of persuading German trade unionists to support
the British miners and to prevent the export of
coal to England.

The Tagliche Rundschau states that the payment
of Russian money to British miners will cease on
July 15, because the Soviet Government has
forbidden the compulsory collection of money
from workmen.—Reuter’s Special Service.

WIDOWS’ PENSIONS

420,000 BENEFIT
UNDER NEW SCHEME

(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.)
RUGBY,JULY

IN connexion with the Widows' Pensions
Scheme, which came into operation at the beginning
of the year, it is announced that, during the first
six months of the operation of the new Act,
widows’ pensions to the number of nearly 149,000
have been awarded. These pensions, with allowances
for children, cover about 420,000 persons.

Over 13,000 orphans are also benefited under
the scheme.

These numbers fall considerably below the
estimate originally given by the Ministry of Hea
but claims are still being received.

IRAQ’S SYMPATHY

COBHAM READY TO
CONTINUE FLIGHT

BASRA,JULY

THE Government of Iraq has expressed its
regret at Elliott’s death to Cobham. In an interview
Cublmm aid that he would L()l][ll]ll(‘ his lh&,lu

ifan Air Force mechanic

and declared that the authorities in London had
consented to this. It would be better, he said, if
the murderers in the tribe were located, but he
could not stay to see the prosecution through.
—Reuter’s Special Service.
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Protect doctors

Violence dents their morale, impacts healthcare

HE theme of this year’s National Doctors’

Day (July 1) is “Behind the Mask: Who

Heals the Healers?” This question has

become all the more important after a Shiv

Sena corporator, Ramesh Mhatre, assaulted
two doctors at a hospital in Maharashtra’s Thane dis-
trict. Mhatre and his accomplices have been arrested,
even as one of the aggrieved doctors has submitted his
resignation after having received threatening phone
calls and messages. A few months ago, doctors were
attacked by patients or their relatives at hospitals in
Bidar (Karnataka) and Bikaner (Rajasthan).

These incidents are symptomatic of a disturbing pat-
tern in India’s healthcare system: doctors are expected
to save lives while fearing for their own safety. The Thane
episode also reveals the vulnerability of the medical staff
to political intimidation. The attack was carried out ina
fit of rage over the non-availability of a neonatal ICU bed.
The doctors could not afford to make adjustments
because a critically ill newborn already occupied the only
available emergency bed. They even arranged for the
patient’s transfer to another facility. Yet, frustration was
directed at frontline health workers performing their
duty under severe constraints. An FIR was registered
only after widespread public outrage, video evidence that
went viral and sustained pressure from the medical fra-
ternity. The Shiv Sena led by Maharashtra Deputy CM
Eknath Shinde has condemned the corporator’s miscon-
duct and promised disciplinary action. However, justice
will depend largely on whether the police are allowed to
complete their probe without political interference.

Assaults on doctors and other staffers trigger strikes
and disrupt hospital services, ultimately impacting
patient care. India urgently needs a stronger legal frame-
work to curb violence in healthcare facilities. Emphasis
should also be laid on improved hospital security, faster
investigation of such offences and greater public aware-
ness about the realities of medical emergencies and
resource limitations. A nation cannot expect its healers to
serve fearlessly while leaving them defenceless.

Urban deluge

NCR's rain woes a governance challenge

'VERY monsoon, Delhi-NCR seems to relearn
the same painful lesson. A few hours of rain
are enough to turn roads into streams, trap
thousands of commuters and reveal how frag-
ile the region’s urban infrastructure really is.
This week’s downpour, which triggered widespread
waterlogging, traffic paralysis and even a fatal building
collapse, is only the latest reminder that the National
Capital Region remains woefully unprepared for heavy
rainfall. Weather warnings indicate that such spells are
likely to become more frequent as the climate changes.

The problem lies not with the rains, but with the way
the region has grown. Natural drains, ponds and flood-
plains have been built over, while stormwater systems
have failed to keep pace with the spread of concrete. Guru-
gram, celebrated as a symbol of modern India, captures
this contradiction perfectly: gleaming towers and express-
ways stand alongside flooded service lanes and paralysed
traffic. The recent cave-ins and damage to stretches of
major roads have further exposed the cost of neglecting
resilience in planning and maintenance. Residents have
everyreason to feel frustrated. They pay taxes, endure dai-
ly commutes and expect basic civic services.

Urban flooding can no longer be dismissed as an
unavoidable inconvenience. It is a governance challenge
that demands foresight and accountability. The way for-
ward is clear. Stormwater networks must be redesigned
to suita changing climate, wetlands and natural drainage
channels restored, and responsibility fixed for lapses in
maintenance and construction. Technology can improve
forecasting and emergency response, but only sustained
political will can prevent the NCR from lurching from
one monsoon crisis to the next. The rains have once again
delivered their annual verdict: a city that ignores its nat-
ural geography does so at its own peril.

OPINION
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Fate of Rashtrapati Bhavan at stake

The govt's Central Vista project can pave the way for a new Presidential residence

?

v

VIVEK KATJU
FORMER SECRETARY, MINISTRY
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

RIME Minister

Narendra Modi and

the ruling dispensa-

tion are determined

to do away with
India’s “thousand years of slav-
ery”. As part of this project, the
Union Government has been
redeveloping the Central Vista
in the heart of New Delhi, the
city that the British built after
they decided to move the capi-
tal of the Raj from Calcutta in
1911. It took them 20 years to
build the new capital, which
was inaugurated in 1931,

At the head of the Vista, up on
Raisina Hill, was the principal
seat of imperial power — the
imposing Viceroy's House.
Down the hill were North and
South Blocks which housed the
secretariat of the Raj. And then
came a vast rectangular space
— the Great Place — at whose
northern end a circular Central
Legislature was constructed.
From the gates of the Viceroy’s
House through the centre of the
Great Place was a grand 3 km-
long road — Kingsway —
flanked by lawns and ponds.
Kingsway culminated in the All
India War Memorial. Beyond
that was the large traffic round-
about with a canopy above the
statue of King George V.

The Kingsway lawns were
bounded by Queen Victoria
Road to the north and King
Edward Road to the south. On
these roads were located the
residences of the Executive
Councillors. The Imperial
Records Department building
was constructed on Queen Vie-
toria Road. The only princely
state to be given the privilege of
having a residence on King
Edward Road was Jodhpur. No

= " B - | 3 J
LEGACY: When India became a Republic, Viceroy’s House was eventually renamed Rashtrapati Bhavan. ani

princely state had a house on
Queen Victoria Road. Away
from the Vista, on a radial road
to the south of the Viceroy’s
House, the second most impos-
ing house in the new capital
was built. This was Flagstaff
House, the residence of the
Commander-in-Chief.

A couple of “temporary” con-
structions were built on the two
roads during the Second World
War. Thus, on Queen Victoria
Road, a Central Vista mess for
the Air Force came up and an
Army mess was built on the
Jawns of the Jodhpur House.

As India became a Republic, it
‘was only natural to change the
names of the buildings on the
Vista. Thus, the Viceroy's
House (Government House
from 1947 to 1950) eventually
became Rashtrapati Bhavan.
The Central Legislature build-
ing became the Parliament
building and Flagstaff House
began to be called Teen Murti
House, the residence of India’s
first Prime Minister. The Impe-
rial Records Department
became the National Archives
and the War Memorial was pop-
ularly called India Gate. George
Vs statue was taken down.

As space reguirements
increased after Independence,

The PM has taken
keen interestin the
construction of new
buildings, which seek
to blend Indias
ancient traditions
with the aspiration of
Viksit Bharat.

new construction was done for
government offices. Thus, the
National Museum, Krishi
Bhawan and Shastri Bhawan
were built on Queen Victoria
Road, which was renamed
Rajendra Prasad Road, and
Udyog Bhawan and Nirman
Bhawan on King Edward
Road, which was renamed
after Maulana Azad. Vayu
Bhawan and Rail Bhawan
were also built.

For some of these buildings,
the houses of the Executive

O

Councillors were brought down.
In time, the only one which
remained was that of the Vice
President of India. Later, the
Indira Gandhi National Centre
for the Arts and the Jawaharlal
Nehru Bhawan were also con-
structed. In all these changes,
an attempt was made to retain
the integrity of the Vista.

During his tenure as PM,
Modi has been radically chang-
ing the Vista. Thus, a new Par-
liament building and Secre-
tariat buildings have been
constructed. North and South
Blocks have been abandoned
and will be converted into
museums. A new Vice Presi-
dent’s residence has been
built and a new Prime Minis-
ter’s House is under construe-
tion. Several post-Indepen-
dence and pre-Independence
buildings have been brought
down. A grand War Memorial
has come up in front of the
National Stadium, near India
Gate. And, Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose's statue is now
under the canopy where once
stood that of George V.

Yet, while the reconstruction
of the Vista is in progress, can
Modi’s ambitious project be
said to be complete as long as
the structure which was the

Decolonising the mind is the hardest revolution. —Ngugiwa Thiongo

crowning edifice of British
imperial authority remains the
residence of India’s Rashtrap-
ati? The PM has taken keen
interest in the construction of
the new buildings, which seek
to blend — both in their archi-
tecture and interiors — India’s
ancient traditions with the
aspiration of Viksit Bharat.

Certainly, it was important for
Modi to change “subsidiary”
buildings, but all this may not
be enough as long as the apex
structure of the Raj remains
the seat of the Republic’s pow-
er. That is, in itself, incongru-
ous. Can it continue indefinite-
ly in view of the ruling party’s
ideology and Modi’s project?
Would they not prefer that the
Rashtrapati Bhavan become a
historical monument like so
many in Delhi?

Naturally, the construction of
a new Presidential residence
will be a project of mammoth
proportions. It will also be con-
troversial, but the PM has never
shied away from dissent in mat-
ters which he considers essen-
tial to his ideology and legacy.
The second aspect is the need
for land. Clearly, unlike the con-
struction of the new Parliament
building while the old one has
become an adjunct cannot be a
model for a new Presidential
residence. The present struc-
ture’s size and location make
that impossible. Hence, land
will have to be found in the cen-
tre of Delhi.

The steps being taken to can-
cel leases of imperial institu-
tions and land parcels of
adjoining government struc-
tures can make sufficient land
available for a new Presidential
residence. Indeed, while other
reasons are being given for
some of these lease cancella-
tions, does the actual one lie in
wanting a new Presidential res-
idence? A new one which har-
monises India’s ancient glory
with its current resurgence and
the promise of Viksit Bharat
will be far removed in nature
and spirit from the imperial
building where the Rashtrapati
currently resides.
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The Money-Lenders’ Bill

THE passing of the Money-Lenders' Bill by the Punjab Legislative
Council marks a stage in the evolution of communalism in this
province which it is impossible for any patriotic Indian, let alone the
classes and communities directly affected by the measure, to con-
template without the deepest regret. It is the first important meas-
ure since the inauguration of the Reforms of which it can be defi-
nitely said, as has, indeed, been said again and again both in the
Council and in the Press, that it is communal in its very inception,
noless than in its scope and its sure effect. It is also the first impor-
tant measure during the same period in respect of which the offi-
cial have itely and i made common
cause with the non-Muslim members as against the non-Muslim
element both in the Council and the province generally. Dr Gokal
Chand’ id not in the least hen he said
that the passing of the measure should give the Hindus and Sikhs
seriously to think as to their real position. Much ingenuity was
exhibited both by the mover of the Bill and by some of his support-
ers, especially Sir Fazl-i-Hussain, in their effort to make out that the
Billwasnota measure. Itwas, toquotea say-
ing, only a case of the lady protesting too much. Sir Fazl-i-Hussain
went so far as to misquote the authority of Raja Narendranath in
support of his contention, and the Raja had to correct him by point-
ing out that when he had described the Bill as a class measure, he
had meant what others meant by calling it a communal measure.

Courtesy beyond
the call of duty

Rama Kasavap

HE ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-

toral rolls has turned my neighbourhood into a

bustling hub of voter verification and documentation.
Seeing enumerators going about their job reminds me of the
heartwarming story of a government schoolteacher.

Though teachers are meant to be in classrooms teaching stu-
dents, they are often deployed for tedious field assignments
that have nothing to do with academics. I first met this young
teacher a couple of summers ago, when she visited our locali-
ty to compile and update the voter list.

We crossed paths again just before the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Amid the sweltering heat, she went door to door dis-
tributing election slips. While most people would under-
standably show signs of agitation and exhaustion under the
scorching sun, she carried out her assigned task with an
enviable enthusiasm, without a trace of irritation. I was
amazed by her vibrant spirit, the way she performed her
non-teaching electoral duties with pride.

Our next encounter occurred on the polling day. She was
stationed near the entrance of the school-turned-polling
station. The moment she spotted my husband and me, she
rose from her chair, greeted us warmly and escorted us to
our designated polling booth. After we cast our votes, she
even walked us to the exit gate.

Her official mandate was merely to guide the voters, but
the courtesy she extended to us went far beyond the call
of duty. Intrigued by her persistent positivity, I tried to
make small talk. “It’s a gruelling duty,” I said. “It must be
incredibly hard on you.”

With a breezy smile, she replied, “So what, Ma’am? It's
Jjust a matter of a single day.” Her cheerful resilience left
me speechless. In an environment where many treat a rou-
tine official task as an irritant or a burden, her sincerity
came as a breath of fresh air. I couldn’t help but muse how
often we encounter people who habitually play truant, end-
lessly procrastinate and relentlessly complain about their
workload. Yet here she was: an epitome of dedication, coun-
tering the common perception that public servants are
rude and inherently apathetic towards citizens.

We left the polling station feeling good about fulfilling
our civic duty as responsible citizens. We were happy with
the and arr but the ultimate feel-
good factor that lingered long after the day was over was
undeniably that teacher’s attitude. She reaffirmed my
belief that courtesy doesn’t just elevate the person who
shows it, but uplifts everyone around, imbuing an ordi-
nary day with unexpected joy.

The writer taught at MCMDAYV College. Chandigarh
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Scientific approach crucial

With reference to ‘Credible data must fuel
ethanol drive’; India’s ethanol blending policy
must be backed by scientific evidence and peri-
odic review by multidisciplinary committees
representing agriculturalists, automobile man-
ufacturers, environmental experts and con-
sumer groups. The programme must evaluate
factors like carbon emissions, groundwater
usage, food security and utilisation of surplus

Private schools have an edge

Apropos of ‘Education data’; the key rea-
son for the gradual shift of students to pri-
vate schools is the lack of modern infra-
structure and well-trained  faculty.
Nowadays, parents have higher aspirations
and a great affinity for English-medium
education for better career opportunities.
Private institutes offer better science, com-
puter and language labs, periodic student

grains. Since ethanol i

extracurricular and co-curric-

vehicle idling may lead to moisture absorption,
affecting fuel systems and elastomer compo-
nents. Mandatory consumer advisories, period-
ic fuelilter replacement and subsidised E20
compatibility retrofit kits would ensure a
smoother, fair transition without placing the
financial burden solely on vehicle owners.
VUAY KUMAR KATIAL, PANCHKULA

Environmental

concemns
Apropos of ‘Credible data must fuel ethanol
drive’; the strategy to implement fuel blend-
ing must prioritise sustainability while con-
sidering options like electric mobility, com-
pressed biogas, green hydrogen and efficient
public transport. Greater emphasis must be
placed on second-generation ethanol pro-
duced from agricultural residue such as pad-
dy straw and sugarcane bagasse, converting
waste into clean fuel while reducing stubble
burning. Policies should also promote crop
diversification, water-efficient farming, uni-
versal engine compatibility and rational fuel
taxation to maximise environmental and eco-
nomic benefits without burdening farmers,

consumers or future generations.

K KUMAR, PANCHKULA

Curbing cross-border crime

ng
Refer to ‘Global crackdown’; the US indict-

ular activities than government-run

schools, along with staff accountability and

greater concern for children’s safety.
SUNIL CHOPRA, LUDHIANA

Changing outlook of youth
With reference to ‘False pride in honour
killing’; since this crime pertains to social
perversities against human dignity, socie-
tal change through awareness campaigns
is crucial. The right to choose one’s life
partner has been recognised as a funda-
mental right by the Constitution. In the
face of the barbaric treatment meted out to
victims, the worldwide mobility of young-
sters towards urban centres offers a silver
lining. Education, skill enhancement and
a cosmopolitan outlook are among the
effective remedies. The force of constitu-
tional law needs to be supplemented with
liberal cultural pluralism.

ABHYAM SHARMA, PATHANKOT

Social mindset holds the key

Refer to ‘False pride in honour killing’;
such murders are deeply entrenched in the
patriarchal, caste-based system, imposing
familial dominance over children. Any
deviation from deep-rooted societal norms
relating to marital relations is generally

ment of jailed poses the

reach of global criminal syndicates that
exploit borders, technology and diaspora net-
works to carry out extortion, drug trafficking
and targeted violence. India must consider
sharing intelligence with friendly countries,
strengthen financial surveillance and ensure

trict ace ility of law

cies to tackle transnational crimes.

VANDANA, CHANDIGARH

P ived as a challl to the parents’
notion of prestige and honour, at times
leading to violence against runaway cou-
ples. The solution lies in launching a move-
ment against this regressive social practice.
Society also needs to rise above caste-
entrenched notions and change its attitude
towards daughters, who should have the
freedom to take their own decisions.

RAVI SHARMA, DHARIWAL

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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was reported that he had
recorded over 2,000 cases of
“unclaimed bodies" cremated
by the police. So far, there is
no  information  about
Jaswant Singh Khalra. Eye-

OPED
Punjab deserves to know the whole truth

people without the approval
of the courts. Notorious tor-
ture centres, like the Beeco
Interrogation Centre in Bata-
la, Mall Mandi in Amritsar
and Ladha Kothi in Sangrur

The nature of oppression of
the police was such that in
many cases, the arrest of ter-
rorists /suspected persons by
the police for prosecution
and trial was unnecessary. A

terrorism, with persistent
threats of murder, kidnap-
ping, ete, were adversely
affected. Kidnapping was
one of the most traumatising
actions of the terrorists after

witnesses claimed and gave were setup,in additiontothe  national newspaper reported  killings, explosions, bombing

“ evidence that Khalra had existing police stations. that Punjab's irrigation and threats. It was a major

JAGRUP S SEKHON been murdered by the police. The methods of torture canals had become the source of income for militant
EXPROFESSOR; GURU NANAK The fact is that during this allegedly used by the dumpinggroundforthebod- groupsand even provided an
DEV UNIVERSITY, AMRITSAR period, both the State struc- police/security forces in these  ies of militants, Theirsympa-  incentive to others to join
ture and militant groups centresincluded hanging peo-  thisers and the government  their groups. It was also used

HE controversial

were criminally involved in

ple from the ceiling, using peo-

of Rajasthan had com-

for other purposes, such as

release and human rights violations. ple as a human swing, pulling  plained to then Punjab Chief  putting pressure on the tar-
removal of Thousands of families bore their legs wide apart, causing ~ Secretary that these canals geted enemies (both police
"Satluj", the Diljit  the brunt of violence, with pelvic injury, rolling iron or ~ were carrying a large num-  and other individuals) to get
Dosanjh-starring ~ family members disappear- wooden bars across their ber of dead bodies, whose their demands conceded.
film, has raised many issues  ing, being killed, injured or thighs, beating their genitals hands and feet had been tied. The brutality by their cap-
related to the dark period kidnapped. Many were and inserting chilli powder Newspaper reports also stat-  tors and fear of death haunt-
(1978-93) of Punjab, when forcedto migrate as they suf- intotherectumand othersen- ed that many bodies with ed the victims every
large-scale killings, involun-  fered untold miseries. sitive parts of the body. In hands and feet tied were moment, rendering their

tary migrations and human

The bitter experiences of

many cases, the victims were

fished out when the water

lives horrible. Armed and

rights violations took place. those days still disturb the given electric shocks. Elderly ~ inflow in canals was stopped ~ sometimes masked terrorist
‘While supporters of the film  affected families as memo- women and young girls did  for repair works. groups threatened them with
have opposed its removal, ries continue to haunt the not escape the brutality of These excessesand human ~ dire consequences if their

others argue that the movie
presents only one side of the
picture. A political blame
game has begun. Everyone is
surprised why the movie was
allowed to be released on an

survivors. Though peace was
brought back after one and a
half decades of turmoil and
suffering, for these victims,
the nightmare continues.
They are still unable to fath-

ramjit Kaur Khalra, Chairperson of the Khalra

Mission Organisation, with the picture of her husband and human
rights activist Jaswant Singh Khalra in Amritsar. FiLE PHOTO

such violence.
According to a Natmnal

rights violations were later
acknowledged when more

Human Rights C
report, the police registered
17,529 cases under the Ter-
rorist and Disruptive Activi-

than 600 poli — from
the rank of constable
onwards — in Punjab faced
charges of gross human

demands were not met. The
victims of such crimes were
normally left to fend for
themselves, and many pre-
ferred to pay money rather
than risk their lives. Trauma-

OTT platform, only tobetak-  om the reason for having to ties (Prevention) Act (TADA)  rights violations in various tised and threatened, a
en off within 48 hours. suffer so much. migration and molestation in Punjab between 1985 and  courts of the country. majority of them did not
The state Assembly elec- Themostunfortunatepartis ~ and rape of women, creating 1994. The law sancuoned At Lhe same time, militants  inform the police for fear of
tions are approaching and that these victims have been  conditions of pervasive fear extra-judicial also in human getting into more trouble.
political stakes are high for conveniently forgotten by all  and insecurity of life. and killings, known as rights violations by usmg The fear genemted bv both
all parties. They are using concerned — the State, politi- The State structure sanc- ‘encounters’, ‘custodial  coercive and ¢ 1g  the State (p y)
this controversy for political ~ cal parties and civil society. tioned legitimacy to the use deaths' and disappearances methods and, in many cases, and militant groups badly
advantage by paying lip serv- The violence began with a  of power in order to control from police custody while similar to those used by the affected the social, economic
ice to the victims of violence  bloody conflict betweensome  terrorism. It argued that tack- coming from or going to police. Theirmethodsinclud-  and political fabric of the soci-
of those times. followers of the Sant ling terrorism was not possi- courts for appearance. ed murder by gunning down  ety. Punjab is still paying the
The movie revolves around ~ Nirankari Missionand adher-  ble without harsh laws or vio- The reported estimated people,assassinationofpolit- price of that violence. It
the kidnapping of Jaswant ents of Akhand Kirtani Jatha  lations of human rights. The '”]C most killings during 1981-93 were  ical leaders, family members  brought about alienation of
Singh Khalra from his resi- and Damdami Taksal, Mehta argument was, by its very N 21,667 (11,700 civilians, 1,776 of policemen, security forces  the people from mainstream

dence in Kabir Park, Amrit-

on April 13, 1978. It acquired

nalure. coercive and dehu-
It

unfortunate partis

security personnel and 8,191

and prominent personalities,

politics and caused havoc in

sar, on September 6, 1995, serious in the hed the cit- [h'll lh esevictims militants). But the actual bombingofpublicplacesand the social structure. It pro-
and his st disap- years. It is esti-  izens' right to life, dignity, % “ B number was much higher houses of innocent people, duced tragedies for the people
pearance. Khalrawasa Com-  mated that more than 25,000 freedom in the state. have been and remained unreported in  kidnapping of targeted per-  as they became the victims of
munist-turned-Akali human  people were killed and many Later, in 1991, when Punjab . i ﬂ . public records. The numbers ~ sons, hijacking of violence from both sides.
rights activist. At that time, thousands injured during was declared a 'disturbed' f( onvenien ‘ of Sikhs, particularly Jat bankrobbefnes and raids and It is in this context that
he was investigating the cre-  this period. The killings were  state, the security forces were Or 7 Sikhs, who became the vic-  extortions for money. there is a need to give a bal-
mation of unclaimed bodies accompanied by alargenum-  given extensive powers to or g()ﬂ(‘l'l b} al tims of violence on both sides In these situations, the anced perspective on the
of personskilled by thepolice ~ ber of incidents of kidnap- deal with the situation, concerned. were disproportionately high  lifestyle and psyche of those  events of the days of militan-
in real or fake encounters. It  ping, extortion, involuntary including the powerto detain vis-a vis their population. living under the shadow of cyin Punjab.

Brahmos deal boosts strateglc ties with Indonesia

to Jakarta. Bandung is the The agreementsalsoinclud-  strategy which includes
= birthplace of the Non- ed the deepening of coopera-  ideas of a G2, the US desire
Aligned Movement, whose tion in port development and  for ‘respectful relations with
pioneers were President maritime trade as part of the China', reverting the US

Sukarno and PM Nehru. For

blue economy. India has a

Indo-Pacific Command to

decades, India and Indonesia trade deficit of $20 billion in  the pre-2018 nomenclature of

have been sitting together at the $30 billion bilateral trade. ~ the US Pacific Command,

= e the UN due to the alphabeti- The target of $200-billion bilat-  postponement of the QUAD
MAJ GEN ASHOK K MEHTA (REID) cal order and both advocate a eral trade by 2030isambitious. ~ summit 2026 in New Delhi,
FORMER FOUNDING MEMBER,  free and open Indo-Pacific. The big-ticket agreementis  signalling the diminution of
DEFENCE PLANNING STAFF But the highlight of Modi's the $630-million package of QUAD. A recent study by
visit was in breaking the two Brahmos supersonic mis-  Takshila Institute has noted

RIME  Minister decade-long jinx on the sale sile batteries and Astra MK1 that QUAD's hesitation in
Narendra Modi's of the Brahmos missile. BVR missiles for Su30 air- projecting itself as a security-

recent visit to Indonesia is blessed with a craft. So far, only the Philip- centric  grouping  was

Jakarta marked a  strategic geography: It is the pines has acquired the Brah- matched by its members'

shift in India- world's largest archipelagic mos. Attherecent Shangri-La  funding patterns, which con-

Indonesia relations — from
former rivals to comprehen-
sive strategic partners. In the

state, stretching 5,150 km
and comprising over 17,000
islands. It controls the sea

PIVOT: PM Narendra Modi's recent visit to Jakarta marks a shift in India-Indonesia relations. reuters

Dialogue, Defence Secretary
Rajesh Singh had said that
Indonesia and Vietnam had

tributed more to interoper-
ability than to capability-
building. Indonesia is the

late 1980s, Jakarta had routes through Sunda and Islands. As Defence Minister, and MoUs. "Our coast guards ~ agreed toacquirethe Brahmos  obvious anchor and lynchpin
protested about India'sinten- Lombok Straits when the current President Prabowo will now work together for ~weapon system, opening the of any re-designed QUAD.
tion to revive a World War II ~ Strait of Malacca becomes Subianto managed differ- maritime safety and security ~way for other countries in The gains from Modi's visit
landing strip on Great Nico- ~ dysfunctional. It stands sen-  ences over it with China by in the Indian Ocean"withan  Asean, West Asia and Europe.  are significant. It has
bar Island, amere 60 nautical try to the north-western professing neutrality over eye on choke points. An Indonesia’s prevaricationover enhanced the  rapport
miles from Indonesia. Now,as  entrance of the Malacca South China Sea, even as sev- Indonesian Navy liaison offi- Brahmos tested India's between Modiand Subianto,
India is constructing a deep ~ Strait, the vital Indo-Pacific  en of the 11 Asean countries cer will be posted at the patience,butModisettingupa who emphasised his Tndian
sea port and other defence connect, which it patrols haveactive maritime disputes Information Fusion Centre special presentation by Brah- DNA. Modi's meeting with
infrastructure in Great Nico- along with Malaysia, Thai-  with Beijing. The US recently (Indian Ocean Region) in mos CEO Jaiteerth Joshi dur-  the Indian diaspora is a big
bar, Modi announced thejoint  land and Singapore. reinforced defence relations Gurugram. Similarly, an i visitto Delhias  force iplier for people-t
development of Indonesia's It holds the world's largest ~ with Indonesia in the after- Indian Naval officer will be Chxef Guest of the Republic  people relations.
Sabang Portin Aceh province,  reserve of nickel; has other mathofthe Hormuzblockade. T . 3 o deployed at the Asean Mar- Day 2025 was the clincher The twoleaders will meet in
the north-western entranceto  critical minerals like cobalt, In the joint statement on I h(’ h]ghhghl ()f itime Centre in the Philip- Jakartahadtoputasideitsfear ~September during the
the Strait of Malacca, aligned  bauxite, tin and rare earths. It~ July 7, Modi announced col- M l()dj’S visitwas in pines, focussed on the pro-  of annoying Beijing. BRICS summit in New Del-
with the Great Nicobarproject  hastobalancethe USand Chi-  laboration  in  defence - tection of the Malacca Strait The strategic thought hi. Australia is the southern
on the Six Degree Channel. na, the latter being the largest ~ exchanges —including slots breakir 12 the and South China Sea from emerging from Modi's pivotofthe QUAD as Canber-
The bilateral relations are investor in its mineral in the National Defence encroachment by major Indonesia visit (and visitsto ra no longer factors Jakarta

decade-longjinx on

historic and civilisational:  resources industry. China's Academy and Defence Ser- J powers. (Incidentally, last Australia and New Zealand) as a threat but as Asean's
During World War II, freedom  maritime policy represented  vices Staff College — disas- the sale of the week's World Peace Forum  is on re-framing the security  largest economy worth
fighter Biju Patnaik flew sor-  byitsNineDashLineoverlaps ter relief training and Brahmos missile in Beijing also deliberated framework of the Indo-Pacif- investment and trade. For
ties of arms and equipment Indonesia’s Exclusive Eco- defence industrial coopera- « b . - China's dilemma over the ic in the context of the US Modi, the big win is the Brah-
for the Indian National Army  nomic Zone along the Natuna  tion, among 14 agreements Malacca Strait). resetting its Indo-Pacific mosand Astra package deal.
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SUNSET: FRIDAY 19:27 HRS
ACROSS DOWN SUNRISE:  SATURDAY 05229 HRS
Image of a person (6) 1 Forgive (6) 1 7 Sl 3ol 7816 P21 E cITY MAX MIN
4 Trembie win cold 6) 2 Intwitive discernment (5) SRCE i1 1612 B | cronci 20 24
9 Bordering the sea (7) 3 Begin hostilities (2.2.3) 612]1[4a 5[8l7 !
10" Woith (5) 5 Greek epic poet (5) 3 2|8 8 6 2 4 |1 |9 | NewDelhi |34 123
11 P ller (5 Amritsar 34 27
topeller(5) 6 Inall but name (7) 9|14 3|7[5
12 Without doubt (3.4) e e 7 9 8 6 == > TeT8]| Batinda 39 24
13 Pastone’s prime (434) ¢ o ) o7 ST Jalandnar 34 27
18 Model of excellence (7) uspense/it )
¢ : situation (5-6) 6 3 8|5 8(1]4[6|5[3| Luhiana 33 27
20 Mediterranean island ? R e o
country (5) 14 US New England state (7) 5/9/3|7|4]|2 Bhiwani 36 24
22 Cite (5) 15 Monotonous (7) Hisar 34 26
23 Designate for 16 Hard to und d (6) Sirsa 38 26
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specific use (7) 17 Try to deal with (6) 3 3 Dharamsala 30 19
24 Lengthen (6) 19 Gather bit by bit (5) 1 2 4 7 L] i;\ak::;m\ft 1948 0ol 24 15
25 Obstruct (6) 21 Allow to remain M Ashach Shaka | o iia ot |ar
W Ashadh Parvishte 26 -~
Yesterday's Solution 9 5 6 3 W Hijari 1448 Js””aga’ ii 2513
Across: | Finland, 5 Flump, 8 Come to nothing. 9 Swoon, 10 1 W Krishna Paksha Tithi 10, up to 8:17 am bl
Tillage, 11 In time, 12 Assist. 15 Swelter, 17 Award, 19 Peace-offer- 3 9 6 W Krishna Paksha Tithi 11, up to 5:23 am Kargil 28 14
ing, 20 Dread. 21 Repress. W Dhriti Yoga up to 7:15 am Leh 24 16
Down: | Focus, 2 Name of the game, 3 Antonym, 4 Denote, 5 6 4 R Shooia Yoga vp i 351 4 Dehradun 30 23
Fatal, 6 Unimaginative, 7 Pigment.11 Insipid, 13 Shake-up, 14 : ;"a’“‘ “‘5"5":"" upig ‘-G‘i:'" Mussoorie 22 16
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Go for global leadership
on medical intervention

Ra: India should capitalize on its ability to deliver high-end healthcare services and do all

that’s needed to boost medical tourism. It could be a growth engine in an Al-driven world

eoften lament the state of
healthcare in India. Not
without reason, perhaps.
Butareportby Travel and
Tour World of top 50 medi-
cal tourism destinations in
the world for 2026 has some encouraging news.
It ranks India third globally after Tiirkiye and
Thailand. Thanks to quality medical infrastruc-
ture and economical treatment plans, it says,
these countries have established themselves as
premier global hubs for overseas patients.
The ranking reflects the preferences of such
patients, who value reliable healthcare services,
specialized medical expertise, cutting edge
technology, affordable treatment options,
reduced waiting times and well developed
infrastructure that supports a comfortable
recovery. Ironically, seven of the chart’s top 10
are emerging economies. This suggests that
doctorsin these countries are no less skilled
than their counterparts in the advanced world.
Add to that a cost advantage from the perspec-
tive of rich-world patients, and it is clear how an
influx from abroad could swell as they search
for good but relatively cheap services.

Across the world, rising healthcare costs, long
waitsand a growing burden of lifestyle diseases
are driving patients to look beyond borders.
Given the satisfaction gaps in some well-off
countries—as anyone familiar with either the
UK's public health services or America’s insur-
ance-driven system could vouch for—this
should not come asa surprise. It hasled to the
emergence of a medical value travel (MVT)
market valued globally at about $115.6 billion
in 2022 and projected toreach around $286.1
billion by 2030. With this market growingat a
compound annual growth rate of above 10%,

SOUMYA KANTI GHOSH
& SHAGISHNAK.

¢

fes

lobally, decades of research have
shown that income placed in the

< handsofwomen generates fa)
household welfare gains than equi
money given to men. Indiaistesting thisat | cros
anunprecedented scale. By 2025-26, more
than 15states had unconditional cash trans-
hemes for women, costing roughly 31.7
trillion and reaching almost 120 million ben-

India has emerged asa hotspot. Government
data shows that medical tourism accounted for
about 5.5% of India’s 9.2 million-odd foreign
tourist arrivals in 2025. Industry estimates for
last year place the country’s medical tourism
business at about $8.7 billion, projected at $16.2
billion by 2030. As Apollo Group of Hospitals
founder Prathap C. Reddy noted ina Mint oped,
where India scores over its top-league rivals

is that while Thailand thrives on cosmetic
surgery, dental work and spa-based recovery,
evenas Tiirkiye dominates hair transplants and
cosmetic procedures, we offer services “higher
up the value chain in complex procedures—
cardiac surgery, oncology, organ transplants,
neurosurgery, advanced orthopaedics and
roboticinterventions.” All the more reason for
the Centre to heed his suggestions: treat MVT
asaservice export and offer tax credits or grants
linked to verified forex earnings; provide low-
cost capital for ICU and robotic suites that tar-
get overseas patients; offer visas on arrival and
ease logistics; develop medical clusters like Del-
hi-NCR, Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad, Benga-
luru and Kochi as ‘medical export districts,” and
offer plug-and-play clearances, recovery hotels
and dedicated logistical support.

With India’s merchandise exports threatened
by US tariffs and Alautomation shakingup I'T
services, medical tourism could rival global
capability centres (GCCs) as a forex-earning
growth engine. The spin-offsin terms of joh
creation in the healthcare sector across a wide
range of skillsets can potentially exceed what
GCCsoffer, with many jobs unexposed to the
risk of an Al takeover. Plus, traditional disci-
plines focused on preventive and holistic well-
being could give us an added edge if employed
in conformity with scientific principles.

| My

mint
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The rural economy is vulnerable
in spite of recent rainfall respite

India’s monsoon shortfall is large enough to worsen rural distress and hurt the rest of its economy

is associate professor at Jawaharlal Nehru
University and visiting fellow at the Centre

de Sciences Humaines, New Delhi.

ainfall last week ca

asgood

news for Indian agriculture staring
atoneof theworst droughts of

this century. June ended witha 40%
in rainfall, which was the fifth
worstin more than century. Better-

than-
deficit to17%, as of 8 July. That sai
predictions are not optimistic. The

India Moleomlogu -al Department has
94% of the normal level

June covers roughly 19% of the

soon season rainfall (June-Septem-

ber), while July covers almost 32%.

n

the aggregate quantum of
also its geographic spread. Thi

sual rain in July hasreduced this

for Indian agriculture,
sonal rainfall toa
since irrigation covers only
iltivated land, is not just
nfall but
artly

50% in Bihar and eastern Uttar Pradesh,
and of 38% in Jharkhand. These are the
most populous areas of the country but
also among those with the lowest agri-
cultural productivity and highest pov-
erty. Several other major agricultural
zones, in north-west India and Mara-
thwada for example, are experiencing
high deficits. Another cause of worry for
policymakers is the fast decline in water
levelsin reservoirs. Many states in the
southern part of India have seen these
decline fast. The reported levels stand
lower thanin recent years. This has
implications forirrigation.

mpact of t s
deficit isalready visible in sowing data.
The hle:l uprhle xt‘lcdsml on 6 Iul\

;mcl '5"1. fur m)unn. While there isa pos-
sibility of some recovery in sowing, it is
unlikely to be large, given that sowing in
many areas has ﬂl(nd\ happmed chn
recove!
cropsislikelytobehurthy nadeguate
rainfall during germination. It is highly
likely that agricultural output will see a
decline compared tolast year, but also
compared to the average of the past five
ortunately, adequate stocks of
alsare available to fill the shortfall
in cereal production. But the same is not

true for pulses and oilseeds. Indiaisa
large importer of these and a shortfall in
sowingaswellas production will proba-
bly increase thisimport dependence.
‘What requires utmost attention is the
impact of weak rains on the lives and
livelihoods of those directly engaged in
agriculture, aswell as those engaged in
the rural non-farm sector. Protecting
the income of farmers is essential, given
the monsoon uncertainty and rise in
input costs following the war in West
Asia. Thisisalso critical for India’s large
number of workers in the rural non-
farm sector. The rural economy has
beenin i
wagesand incomes among cultivators.
vorsening of this distress will have
ton the overall econ-
been facing defi-
cient demand es and dis-
posable incomes get squeezed, spillover
effects may be visible in urban India.
For the government, the priority
should be to insulate farmers from a
deficient monsoon while ensuring food
security for vulnerable sections of the
country’s populatios
For the rural non-farmsector, which
now accounts for more than halfof all
rural incomes, it will also be helpful to
step upalterna venues of employ-
ment gel emlmn Whi
enacted Viksi
Rozgarand A'L‘t,
law that assures people ruml_;uh shas

because of unevenly spread irrigation
facilities. These are concentrated in the
north-western part of the country and
some coastal states. Buta large propor-
tion of farms are stili rain-fed. These
areas have low agricultural productivity
and some also have high poverty. A
rainfall deficit in pla
isavailable does not affect agr
output much. But any deficit i
areas does not just have adi
asit curtails output, but also indirect
consequences through inflation,
employment and livelihoods.
Meteorological subdivision data
showsarainfall deficit of more than

QUICK READ

Rainfall has picked upin July but
this year's deficiency still poses a
major threat to farm output.
Irrigation coverage is uneven
across India and sowing data sta
presentsaworrying picture.

Palicymakers must increase
public spending and strengthen
India‘s rural employment cover.
Alleviation of rural distress could
backstop consumption demand
and aid the rest of the economy.

10 DEARS AGO

e o te et ot
s Lor B

ence (DiD) framework to approximate the
logic ofarandomized control trialin obser-
vational policy settings.

21-29 had the highest spending increase | to

(29%). Older women appear to be building S

precautionary medical savings, while the
idd 1 i i

irst,bothsc

sel needs.

tically sigi inhouse-

end balances in Maharashtra and 4
Odisha, with the two estimates conve

programme valida
Second, these transfers raised spending,
though not enough to exhaust the income
gain. In Maharashtra, monthly expenditure
rose about 6%, implying a marginal pro-
pensity to consume of about 0.9, wi

Fourth, transfers benefited the least edu

nd medical spending from 8% to10%.
ccelerated digital
financial inclusion, with UPLadoption rising
use thes £ significantly among beneficiaries.
Seventh, the financial benefits extended
he\ond duoﬂ recipients to their male

h, the schem

beenimplemented from 1 July
reports suggest uneven performance,
given the reluctance of several state
governments toroll out the scheme;
thisisaresult of the increased financial
commitment required from them.
Some of the worst affected are poorer
essuch as Bihar, Jharkhand and
Odisha, which arealso reeling undera
rainfall deficit. Atatime when the rural
economy facingaserious threat of its

ting worse, a good way to
protect livesand livelihoods would be to
increase public spending in rural areas
and strengthen the rural employment
guarantee scheme.
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Give a woman a dollar, and
she can put it to good use.
Teach her about how money
really works, and she can
change the world.

LINDA DAVIS TAYLOR

L |

channel:women'sasset ownership improves
children’s nutritional outcomes, and direct
income for female workers is associated with
betterchild health. With these inter-genera-
tional effects operating alongside gains in
:avmgs and consumption, the long-term
vidend from India's cash transfer

cated and most financially
women the most. In Maharasht
rose85% amongilliterate benefic

about 23%.

matriculates; spending rose by 56% among

transfc
under-matricul 133% amongilliter- | fina

imembers. In
tives” month-end balances increased by
. Atthe same time, their monthly
spending declined by about 497
rs, male relat

s were partially
g women's ¢ i

rela-

expansion islikely far larger than a d.
his makes the following policy recom-
mendations not just sensible but urgent.
il \II('h programmes should evolve
Once ‘a cash-plus architecture, combining

Before the

ate faries. In Odisha, ill
i wWa73% savings
rise, compared to 23% for
matriculates.

women began receiving cash, this implicit
obligation ended, so men
could save more. Thus,

income transfers with voluntary digital liter-
cy support, self-help group linkages and
access to basic financial planning. Second,

welfare | the transfer e revie peri-

are, respectively, member,
Economic Advisory Council to
the Prime Minister, member,

eficiarie: \vl rigorous evidence on what QUICK READ

Astudy of unconditional

odically in line with inflation. Third, target-
ing precision should be strengthened pro-

a(lm‘\(- beyond political | meansthatabout 90% of the RL500 transfer
We examined the | was spent. Odisha’s spending rose about

ifth. spending compo-
sition shifted towards

improved for everyone.
llw benefits of cash

16th Finance Commission and jhi Ladki Bahin Yojanain | 28%. These findingssuggest that predictable | wellare-improving mlc- transfersin Maharashtra and hbeyond | gressi a.nd the gains from climinating
group chief economic advisor, Maharashtraand Subhadra Yojanain Odisha h h: I 1 | gories. Ty it Odishashowsgainsthatgofar ~ household  balance | ineligil le ients mustbe sted i
State Bank of India (SBI); and to understand how such transfers affect | liquidity, consumption support and short- | analysis using Merchant ~ beyondsimply providingsome  sheets. Global evidence enhnnmllx‘,neﬁLsﬂ)rdewr\'um\\'umen,nnl

household finances.
Bothschemes we

absorbed into fiscal savings. Fourth, the
spillover evidence from this study makes a
strong case for tracking household-level
outcomes, not just beneficiary-level, so that

lheo\cm].l \\ella e dividend, u\( ludmg(he
f

economist, SBI. term financial stability.

Third, on average, older beneficiaries
saved more, whileyounger onesspent more.
In Maharashtra, women aged 9 | education spending rose
recorded the highest savingsincrease (91%) | from 18% to 24% of total
while those aged 4 showed the largest | cash spending—the larg-
spending rise (47%). Odishadisplayed asimi- | est single shift. In UPI
lar pattern—women aged 45-59 had lhe transactions, lifestyle
largest bal: in (46%) while 12 spending rose from 37%

Category Codes shows
that among Ladki Bahin
beneficiaries, ATM-based

monetary relief. The entire family
benefitsin multiple ways.

haslong established that
income in women'’s
hands does not stay in
women'’s hands alone. It
flows outward into the
health, nutrition and
education of the next

e introduced in 2024

Governments must combine
cashtransfers with digital literacy
support, adjust the transfer
amount periodically for inflation,
tighten targeting accuracy and
track household-level gains.

7I—(>Omhnmwhnldaeannnglx-l W l
peryear. Maharashtra’s Ladki Bahin Yo
531,500 monthly to women aged
undersimilar income criteria. ()urempu ical
analysis employed a dil fiffer-

of m.uc rd.m\ es and children, is properly
and reported.
These are the authors’ personal views.

research confirms this
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The US has brazenly been acting
as the world’s new robber baron

The Trump administration’s extractive tariff policy offers short-term gains at the cost of soft power and global leadership

DANI RO

isa professor of international political economy
at Harvard Kennedy School, and the author of
‘Shared Prosperity in a Fractured World: A New
Economics for the Middle Class, the Global
Poor, and Our Climate !

naremarkable commentary published at the

endof June,a former !mdmg econormist m the

Tr ini jonac

what many have The

function of the US President’s foreign eco-

nomic policy is to act like a 2ist-century robber
baron. The original robber barons were greedy
industrialists who grewrich through monopolistic
practices in the US during the Gilded Age. In the
late19th century, men | Rockefeller
and Andrew Carnegie built massive fortunes by
suppressing competition and charging exorbitant

ini i asoiland steel.

your consumers toenrich { om\elﬁs probably the
most denigrated business practice in the world.

Yet thatis precisely what the US has been doing
overthe past year and a half, boasts Stephen Miran,
chair of Trump’s Council of Economic Advisers
until February 2026, who now serves on the board
of the US Federal Reserve. Miran applauds this
1ppmach arguing that it is working wonders for

ds icc

But the real

obfuscate the full implications of his argu-
ment, heappeals to the idea ofan ‘optimum tariff;

which states that a country can makeitselfbetter
offby apply
smhasu(uc"\ worksonly ifa country is large
enough to wield market power in the world econ-
omy—thatis, tsasa monopolist. An opti-
mum-tariffpolicy is the country-level equivalent
of the strategy perfected by Rockefeller's Standard
Oilin the1880s.

By reducing demand for goods sold by its trade
partners (and equivalently reducing the supply of
its own exports), an optimum tariff shifts world
market pricesin favour of the home economy,
essentially making foreigners pay alarge chunk of
the tariff. When the tariffis set at the right level,
whatever the country loses on gains from trade is
more than made up forin monopoly rents. The
losersare the country’s trade partners (and the
world economy asawhole).

Although this is the archetypal beggar-thy-
neighbour dynamic, Miran thinks it isa great deal
for the US because it kills two birds with one
Aside from monopoly rents, the policy allow:
the federal government to reduce inefficiencies
associated with domestic taxes. Tariffs generate
revenues for the Treasury, which can be used to
offset revenue losses from reducing other taxes,
such as those on income, The economic logic, to
his mind, isimpeccable.

Onedifficulty is that despite its size and appar-
ent market power, the US may not have as much
ability to make foreigners pay tariffs. Recent evi-
dence suggests that the bulk, if not all, of US tariffs

stone.

problem with Miran’s
beggars belief to sugge:
makes

baron. The fall in stature
easy to price.

h n may not care about
America’s standing in the world,
but his economicargument is
also self-defeating. When econ-
omists discuss an optimum tar-
iff, they typically hasten to add
that it does not work in the long
run. Afterall, more than one
country can play the same game.
The EUand China each account
forroughly similar shares of
world trade as the US. When the
US jacksupits tariff to improve
itsterms of trade, other trading
powers can do the same. And
since retaliation offsets the
terms-of-trade effects but mag-
nifies the loss in gains from trade

(leaving all countries worse off). it can be an effec-

tive deterrent.
Miran

lgum('m lies elsewhere. It

ense fora major pm\u toextract tribute
from other countries so blatantly. In his calculus,
Miran seems not to have considered the credibility
loss that the US suffers by acting like a
substantial, evenifnot

ims that there was no retaliation when
Trump firstimposed his tariffs, which he sees 2
strike against those economists who claimed the
optimum tariff would fail. But while itis true that
wrope’sresponse was muted, China did retaliate
against 'Liberation Day’ tariffs. Vowing to match
every further tariff increase on the US side, the
Chinese ministry of commerce said: “China will
fight till the end if the US side is bent on going

sday and age, it

robber

down the wrong path.” The US and China eventu-
ally lowered their mutual tariffs,
Ironically, Miran's willingness toss
partout loud virtually ensures that u:hus the EU
included, will retaliate if the US persists with its
optimum-tarifflogi
youare raising tariffs because of national-
concerns or because you want torey

the guiet

_Itisone thingtocl

To

ries. These are plausible objectives, even if one dis-

EEm
QUICK READ

The ‘robber barons'of the Gilded
Age were monopolistswho
exploited consumers to enrich
themselves. This was looked
down upon. Yet thatis precisely
what the US has been doing.

Theeconomic logic of an
‘optimum tariff' being cited by
US policy-shapers only justifies
retaliation by other countries.

This approach will inevitably
backfire on America’s economy.

agrees on the usefulness of
import tariffs in achieving them.
But itis quite another thing to
say, as Miran does, that the goal
is to squeeze monopoly rents out
of other countries by manipulat-
ing their terms of trade, With
thispresented as the objective,
others respond accordingly.
I'wasamong those who argued
against retaliation a yearago,
because I saw Trump as impervi-
ous to the damage high tariffs
would do to the US econom;
The logic of retaliation works
onlyif political leaders under-

MINT

LVMH’s China lesson: win the
hearts of people, not lawsuits

The brand lost more than it gained by suing a local beverage chain

Liu
is a columnist for Bloomberg Opinion's Asia
team, covering corporate strategy and
management in the region.

ouis Vuitton, the flagship brand of

LVMH, hasone of the most recogniza-

ble and widely copied logos in the
world. nosurprise the company took
legal action against a bubble-tea chain in
the eastern Chinese city of Suzhou tosettle
atrademark case.

News last week that a court ruled in
favour of the leather goods maker spread
rapidly. But winning the case has proved to
be a pyrrhic victory, sparking backlash
rather thanreinforcing the brand'simage.

While the European label is right to go
afterinfringements of intellectual property
inothercountries, it must be morestrate-
gicin picking its battles to avoid creating
reputational problems in markets that
drive future growth. A recovery in China’s
luxury spendingi o thesuccessofthe
groupand the global industry.

The target of the lawsuit, Molly Tea, was
ordered to pay $1.5 million in economic
damages and legal costs because its four-
petal floral design was found to be too simi-
lar to the French brand’s famous mono-
gram. It has (‘pnned[\ vowed to appeal.
Though some la he decisi
forward forrights protectionina field long
plagued by counterfeiting, many ()uhm'

asastey

W-xy Ou

Ll
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Assertions of ownership over local heritage
could damage brand equity. a»

ster the case, social media users widely
shared images of similar symbols on an
ancient lute kept at a prestigious museum.

Motifs, techniques and artistic styles
have flowed across Asia for centuries,
which makesitdifficult to pinpoint asingle
origin. But whether or not those claims
withstand historical scrutiny is almost
beside the point.

Western firms should think twice before
pursuing legal claims that can be perceived
asasserting ative desig)
heritage. That is I)(.(.luw brand equity
increasingly depends on building emo-
tional connections through shared values.
‘Winningin court canstill meanlosing with
consumers. Louis Vuitton had little to gain
by suing Molly Tea.

The lesson also extends to LV’s
brand Ch
been making comparisons
between the French retailer's blue- and
white Toile de Jouy canvas tote bags and

users rallied behind the Sk
tea seller, casting the dispute as Lulluml
appropriation.

Itisa potentially ominousaccusation in
a country where patriotic fervour has
dented the bottom lines of major Western
retailers like Nike, Adidas and H&M. The
Swoosh maker hasnot fully recovered. As
economic growth slowed, Chinese shop-
pers have become more pragmatic and

ven though retail nationalism has
cooled off, cultural issues remain highly
combustible. Foreign brands can find
themselves at the centre of a firestorm if
consumers conclude they are profiting
from local heritage at the e pense of
domestic players. Thi
cific to China. Prada
leather footwear design last year that

stand the economic ¢
ces of high tariffs and care about

the gains from trade. The paradox is that by replac-

ing Trump’s illogic with an economic logic that

tably backfire.

now justifies retaliation by other countries, Mir:
argument underminesi
Atrade policy based on the optimum-tariffargu-
ment amounts to a naked assertion of economic
power designed to harm other:
term US allies. At best, it offers short-term gains at
the expense of soft power and global leadership.
Itisalso economically sel

n's

tself.

including long-

defeating and will inevi-
©2026/PROJECT SYNDICATE

India’s beloved K san-

dals set offa wave of online criticism.
Inthe cas Vuitton, detractors
arguethat Molly Tea'sfloral logoisacom-

the pack used by I chains
Chageeand Nowwa Coffee. The Dior motif
was originally inspired by designs tradi-
tionally found on Chinese porcelain.
LVMH should instead focus on getting
its China expansion strategy right, which
requires no distractions. While the US
remainsthe world’s largest luxury market
at $130 billion, China’s $60 billion sector
offers greater long-term growth potential.
Salesare ])l o|cucd to increase as much as

oy
sey. This followsa two- vcardvcluw
that dragged down luxury stocks.

The group had the foresight to invest
during the recent downturn by launching
“The Louis," a three-story, pop-up exhibi-
tionin the heart of Shanghai last summer,
which resonated with many Chinese
Gen-Zshoppers. The decision should now
be paying offas luxury: &llmmm\cr Reve-
nue in the French compan; ia region
excluding Japan was up 7% in the firs
quarter, (‘<)nsxde| ably lewrlhan last

Y hrootsin l Asian
art, citing the Tang Dynasty’s baoxviang
flower pattern.

Criticsalso pointed to the luxury hou
previous acknowledgment that its own
monogram was inspired by Japanese
designs that capti A[Ld Eumpe in the

4% in

That momentum is worth protecting.
The group’s future in China will depend
less on how aggressively it defends every
trademark than on whethershoppers con-
tinue to view its brands as culturally rele-
vant and worthy of aspiration. Winni;

1800s. Those arti:
trace backto China, they contend. To bol-

g
wallets is more valuable than
winning lawsuits. ‘©BLOOMBERG

If everything is deemed urgent, nothing is important

SRINATH SRIDHARAN &
NISHCHAL JOSHIPURA

ash, phones vibrate and inboxes
overflow with *high priority” requ(sm Org.l-

than making meaningful progress on any-
thing that calls for ummerruplcd work.

nizations celebrate sp:
sindicators nfperf(:rmanm \ et, this
often conforms with a myth: that constant

The most
tegic thinking,
lng c.np.tblhty bu11d1||g and rclduonshlp

burnout. Their departure isnota surprise.

Something else begins to diminish as

w.xll»rm st.

t uskmg\vhclher

over, poor customer experiences, missed
opportunities and constant rework.
One: oﬂhe principal causes of :l'nscullure

use ofartil

scept
cal of urgency. Emotional commitment
weakens. When everything is treated as

justreac

Many are set without a genuine business
necessity. They emerge from preferences,
4 e

are, respectively, a
corporate advnscr and

youngmanager in alarge organiz:
tion received a message from hls
bossat9.45pm: “Need thi

pressure prod: better the firstcasu-
Genuine emer; genn(-s dn cml Critical | altiesof] I)ungm ﬁmﬁghnng mode. Clients
client issue erse- eel the c 100,

tonight.” The task involved revising a pre-
sentation fora meetinglater that week. Din-
ner plans were abandoned. Several hours
disappeared into updating slides, checking
numbersand. relmmgargumcms Thedeck

iled shortly beft Inight. Two

curity’ Ires may
require instant dllenlmn Un«gcnu' itselfis

Teams foc (d on internal emergencies
find it harder loanmlpate needs,improve

urgent, nothing feels genuinely urgent.
As for leaders, many find themselves
lmppcd inacycleof fii re~|‘ghung lmtead of
long-term grow

not a problem, but using it as the opera- | servicequality or deliver experi- | talent su-.negy and
tional ddaullwlung 3 ences. An attempt to acc clerate delivery | ¢ they sweat the rel-
Inmany i 1l labelled | thendeli atively small stuff, with

‘urgent’ chiefly because of poor planning,

weak prioritiza-

days later, the meeling was postponed.
‘\lobo(ly mentioned the overnight effort.

author of ly
Dhanda’; and lead, private
equity and M&A, Nishith
Desai Associates.

Nor the
‘urgent' work could suddenl\ wait.

In another company, a senior executive
developed a habit that her team initially
found irritating. Whenever someone
marked ataskas ‘urgent, she asked, “What
happens if we do this tomorrow?” The
e 1t line. More often th
not, it was “nothing.”

Weliveinanage that'sdeeplyattachedto
urgency. It appears in emails,

tion or managerial anxiety. Artificial
urgency gradually gets embedded in the
office culture. It creates a permanent state of
pressure that Fa]sd\ focls pr ndum\ e,

and disappointment.
There’s an impact on
employee well-being
too. Most people can put
inintense effort if there
is a clear purpose and a

isibleendpaintiAds

rmuuum vl

tralsh liaiatedboth

delay and (hSlﬂnL Instant messaging has
created expectations of instant responses,
withtheresult that the: qﬁffﬁpmds muchof

s, though,
exhausting. Top per-
formerstend tobearthe
heaviest burden because

1|<(Iavroacung It cm‘lwsu ici veleof

workmaddn&thelalvq urgency. %atlelr
shifts, context

theyar
likely to be trusted with
urgent work. Ironically,
the )

instant messages and conversations. Notifi-

‘Timeis spent flitting between tasks rather

the people
most vulnerable to

mEm
QUICK READ

Organizations celebrate speed
and responsiveness as indicators
of performance but this often
conforms with the myth that
constant pressure resultsin
better organizational outcomes.

False urgency has corrosive
effectsthat need to be grasped.
Ittakes a toll on the time devoted
tostrategic tasks that ultimately
matter moreinacquiringa
competitive advantage.

little time left for r eflec-
tion, persp and

adesi te pr 3
Employees quickly learn the difference
between deadlines that matter and those
that merely demand time and energy.
Perhaps the most useful distinction in
modern work is between urgency and
importance. The strategicaspects that make
adifference to outcomes rarely announce

analysis.

's fair to posit that
decision quality suffers
as well. Important calls
made under artificial
time pressure are more
likely to go by shaky
assumptions, incomplete
information and emo-
tional s. The

urgent. Thismay be the cen-
tralirony of contemporary work. We spend
somuch time responding to urgent matters
that we neglect important ones until they
transform imu anactual crisis.

For every

tionneedsall itsemployeesat every leve el to
discern what actuaily needs to be done, as
distinet from what somebody wants done
rightaway. It' ﬁ:\hmll lhnughiful prioritiza-
tion and Ina world

financial costs are rarely
visible inasingle quarter,
but they accumulate
through employ n-

obsessed with spec(l, working faster need
not amount to a competitive advantage.
Knowing what truly deserves attention is

what may count for most.
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US-Israel-Iran war: Talks
the only exit, but when?

ore questions have arisen than answers can be provided to as
the US struck more than 200 targets in three days in replying to

Iran’s strikes on oil tankers in the Strait of Hormuz and Iran

responded to that by launching missiles at Kuwait, Bahrain and
Qatar. In the absence of clarity on the ceasefire, which US President
Donald Trump hinted “is over”, and the talks which remain stalled despite
assumptions that the negotiations will somehow continue.

‘The world is tired of this clash of egos between the US President and who-
ever is running Iran now as it brought the days-long funeral for their
leader Ayatollah Khamenei who was killed on February 28 in the US bomb-
ing of Tehran to an emotional close. Neither Iran hitting ships and US
bases in the Gulf nor the US su'l.kmg Iranian targets is new. The fact
remains that this pointless war is still in its stop-start-stop phase and the
ceasefire can no longer be called one.

As oil-consuming nations move on from dependence on crude oil and gas
from the Gulf, the main losers from the war action are the US, now
hurtling towards the midterms amid rising petrol prices and inflation, and
the Iranian people who are hapless spectators as their country is being
bombed ruthlessly and deaths are mostly confined to civilians in latest

military action.
As oil-consuming  Until the hotheads in Iran realise that using
nations move on the chokehold of the strait in fits and starts by
from dependence on hitting cargo vessels and oil tankers will prove
crude oil and gas counterproductive and the US is denuded of its
from the Gulf, the

LETTERS

WAY TO GO, UKHAND

Disasters in air: A tale

grandiose views of its global military superiori-
ty in the age of the modern wars that are fought

main loser from the
war action is the US,

with missiles and drones rather than territori-

ally, West Asia will remain a live theatre of war

action that may remain inconclusive.

Uttarakhand has become the
sixth fully literate state in India

now hurtling
towards the
midterms amid
rising petrol prices

Latest bombing action by the US, mostly
against military targets in Iran, is being touted
as the only way to ensure uninterrupted navi-
gation through Hormuz and stave off another

hindrance that could trigger the next big shock

to global energy markets.

Iran sees US action in guiding ships through the

southern tip of Oman as sneaky flouting of the MoU and hence its sporadic
acts of targeting ships in Hormuz. Breaking this cycle of aims and counter
aiﬁi is going to be the key to the calling off hostilities again and resuming
1

‘The day appears to be far off when Mr Trump can walk off from the Iran
war by projecting himself as the victor even as a resilient Iran appears
ready to take more pain as it tests the limits of its single biggest bargain-
ing chip which is the Strait of Hormuz. The only path away from d-
ness of strikes at ships and bombing by the US is to fall back on the MoU
and resume talks in earnest and see who can compromise how much for

peace to prevm.l

As the oil pr ices may rise again from the near - pre-war levels they had hit
when optimism over negotiations had soared in the time of the so-called
ceasefire agreed upon through an MoU signed by the two principal com-
batants, the world will have to face paying a higher price. For instance, the
three major Indian fuel retailers may have lost close to Rs 50,000 crore in
the June quarter and may bleed more as the government has been unable
to raise prices again due to political compulsions. Like the rest of the
world, India can only hope that the madness ends soon.

Nijjar face-saver holds lessons

'with ordering and execung the 2023 murder of Khalistani separatist

The US decision to charge Lawrence Bishnoi and his crime syndicate

Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Canada has laid bare an impalpable truth for
Canada and India each. As for Canada, its Prime Minister almost wrecked
its mutually beneficial relationship with India by accusing the
Government of India with the crime with no proof to show. As for India, the
development points to the fact that a criminal gang can plan, organise and
executive a high-] proﬁle murder in a foreign country even while spending

its days behind bars in this one.

The Nijjar murder had undoubtedly put pressure on the then government
of Justin Trudeau in Canada thanks to the presence of the vocal Sikh com-
munity in that country but it chose to blame India instead of trying to get

to the roots of the crime. It may be remembered that

the US decision now

comes after a thorough year-long investigation codenamed Operation Hard
which hit upon three India-based organised crime groups, includi

the Bishnoi gang, followed by arrests in the US, Canada and Eu.rope It has

come to the fore that Mr Trudeau’s statement in the country’s parliament

and to the public putting India under a cloud over the murder had no force

of truth. It is sad that the two countries wedded to democratic ideals had

better avenues and platforms to work together to put down crime syndi-

cates but the Canadian administration chose not to do so. It is the duty of

the Canadian establishment to introspect and correct that grievous error.

The US decision is an acknowled

ent of India’s response to the

Canadian charge as “absurd and monvated" but India must admit that

it exposes

-ation of criminal justice in

gaps in

this country. All those who are responslble for a situation where a person
lodged in high security prisons after being charged under anti-terror and
anti-organised crime laws and their associates can operate at will in India
and abroad must be brought to book. US action may make India feel like it
has scored a point in its quarrel with Canada but that cannot be a reason
for complacency; it must be taken as an eye-opener instead.
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The best or worst
part of it is that
even after one full
year, the crash
review report of
Air India Flight 171
B 787

1l air disasters
broadly fall into
two categories
— avoidable or
navoidable.
The former is due to forced
or unforced human errors
or unexpected machine
failure over maintenance
or allied factors, which
could have prevented an
accident; and the latter
(unavoidable) disaster is
owing to something which
is beyond human error or
machine malfunction —
like a lightning strike of
engine or unprecedented
furyof nature breakmgth
craft in mid-air into pieces.
Today, one must examine
flight safety in various
crashes  which holds
lessons for the future. On
November 12, 199 (under
New Delhi's ATC), 80 km
near Palam airport, two
airborne craft — a passen-
ger-carrying Saudi Air 747
which was climbing after
departure from Delhi, and
a “descending” h-
stan Air cargo-laden
Nyushin-76 — collided at
14,000 feet. It was the
world’s worst avoidable
mid-air disaster due to
human failure (Kazakh-
stan Air pilot error), killing
all of 349 people on board.
An unusually bizarre
combination of  both
“unavoidable” and “avoid-
able” accident, however,
took place June ?.’i 1985
when an Air India
747 “Kanishka™ exploded
mid-air off the Ireland
coast, 329 crew
and passengers. Now, if a
full-load airworthy 747
explodes in fair weather at
15,000 feet while descend-
ing, it would prima facie be
seen as “unavoidable”, But
investigation showed that
it was an act of terrorism,
due to several lapses of
grave nature and criminal
negligence by the ground
staff at Toronto, from
where it took off. The term
“unavoidable”, therefore,
gets superseded by “avoid-
able”, and the ground staff
error becomes the reason.
The Air India crash cause

shifts from “unavoidable”
mid-air explosion to “av-
oidable™ professional fail-
ure by the Canadian
authorities.

A “real” unavoidable dis-
aster occurred on March 5,
1966 in Japan when a
BOAC Boeing 707, soon
after take-off, “broke up
after encountering an
abnormally strong gust of
wind that generated a load
considerably in excess of
the craft design limits”. All
124 on board perished.

After reviewing these
three airborne accidents,
let's get down to basics. If
any aircraft faces a major
disaster, resulting in 100
per cent fatalities of crew
and passengers near, or on,
ground in fair weather,
‘with all other factors being
normal, the likelihood of
such an accident being
classified as “avoidable”
will be absolutely correct.

Thus, when in clear
weather Thursday, June
12, 2025, the fully-laden Air
India Boeing 7878
“Dreamliner”, Flight 171,
took off from Ahmedabad
and crashed after being air-
borne for just 32 seconds
(from liftoff), there is no
doubt that this was an
avoidable disaster. But the
bigger question is linked to
the multi-billion-dollar avi-
ation business. Was this
crash owing to human
error or a catastrophic ma-
chine failure?

The powerful aircraft
manufacturer, Boeing, is
trying to put the entire
blame on the pilot, who is
dead, and cannot defend

self. Given whatever
familiarity this writer has
with the world of aviation,
it might be time for some
self-introspection by the
‘Western mega-corporation.
What does Boeing have to
say about the June 15, 2026
crash of the B-52H
Stratofortress at Edwards
Air  Force Base in
California, killing all eight
crew members on board?

The B-52H is a behemoth,
the backbone of the USAF’s
manned strategic bomber

‘Dr has
not officially been
completed or
made public

command. After a 60-sec-
ond take-off run, it could
not even "lift" itself from
15,000-feet runway, crash-
ing after being airborne for
just a few seconds. Was

not one of the deadliest
peacetime crashes for US
Air Force's 419th flight test
squadron? Who was at
fault? Man, or machine? Is
there any doubt that it was
avoidable?

The eight-engine super-
bomber rolls down the con-
crete path 60 seconds to be
airborne, but fails to keep
climbing. Instead, it falls
wnh a thud and is engulfed
by fire. Whatever may be
the result of the official
inquiry, whosoever may
have been at fault, whatev-
er the man-ma
ciency, the final conclusnm
of the accident inquiry
team is bound to conclude
that this was an avoidable
accident.

Let’s turn now to June 13,
2026, to the Indian
Force's Antonov-32 crash
on the runway at Jorhat.
Jane’s All the World's
Aircraft 1999-2000 has this
to say about the original
Soviet  Russia-manufac-
tured, but now in Ukraine,
twin-engine, 27-ton MTOW
“short/medium range

transport”, which was ord-
ered by the Indira Gandhi
government in 1976. Ac-
cording to Jane's, India
procured 123 Antonov-32s,
being the first overseas
customer of the (then)
Moscow-made flying
machine,

Unlike other air crashes
referred to above, however,
any and every Indian could

of 3 avoidable crashes

after Mizoram, Goa, Tripura,
imachal P! nd Sikkim.
aircraft, which had already :’“]Hc, ?\ " va‘"xr# Ikidm o
landed, wobbled, stuttered,  |t5 overall literacy rate was 71.6%

and made movements like
a late-night drunkard try-
ing to do the Bharata-
natyam by veering left off
the runway, trying more
tricks, and then falling into
a soft ditch with its nose
sinking deep into the
muddy grassland, to be
engulfed by fire in a flash.
All five crew members
inside the fateful aircraft
had no chance to escape. It
was not an “air crash while
trying to land”, as reported
by a section of India’s non-
aviation media. It was an
accident on the ground
after the plane had made a
perfect touch-down and
there certainly could not
have been anything wrong
with the pilots’ flying skills
at all. It was an out-and-out
“avoidable” mishap, where
the pilot simply cannot be
blamed. It was a transpar-
entand visible malfunction
of the machine, Of course,
in all these aircraft acci-
dents, respective flight
safety bosses will definitely
come to a conclusion.

But the best or worst part
of it is that even after one
full year, the crash review
report of Air India Flight
171 Boeing 787 “Dream-
liner” has not officially
been completed or made
public. Like the freestyle
"diplomatic"  utterances
and activities of the US

President, the Boeing cor-
poration too seems some-
what aggressive to ensure
that no adverse investiga-
tion report emerges from
India on its vaunted flying
machine. Underneath this
bravado by the Seattle-
based Boeing also appears
an edgy and nervous avia-
tion giant which is appre-
hensive about its market
prospects in a world of
volatility and forward

urope’s ‘bus
consortium. The conclu-
sion, however, is quite in-
escapable. The two Boeing
crashes of Ahmedabad
(June 2025) and Edwards
USAF base (June 2026), and
the Jorhat airport (June
2026) Antonov-32 accident

see the JAF AN-32 mishap ~ were completely avoidable.
live from Internet. In fair
weather on the morning of The writer is a life
June 13, the plane made a ‘member of the
perfect on the ical Society of
9 000-foot Jorhat runway India and an alumnus of
and rolled steadily for at the National Defence
least five seconds. College, New Delhi. The
Thereafter, in what is views expressed here are
still hard to explain, the personal.

A literate state is the foun~
of a progressive nation.

cal tas' for tn= Ut

able o:wloyrmnt opportur
to their youth so that they do
mratb tq L\cm

ration for other state:, to streng-
then their education systems.

Bal Govind

Noida, UP

SATLUJ AND BJP

THE WITHDRAWAL of Satluj on OTT
is an interference with the freedom of
expression. However, it is baffling to
see political parties like the AAP,
Congress and Shiromoni Akali Dal
criticising it. But perhaps that's
because the BJP is behind this ban. The
film depicts the events of 1990-1995
when Punjab was suffering from the ill
effects of the Khalistan movement. The
story is based on the life of activist
Jaswant Singh Khalra who was mur-
dered in 1995 in police custody. The
Congress Party ruled Punjab from 1992
to 1997 and hence it may have been
most benefited by the erasing of this
painful chapter. So then why is the
BJPluled Centre taking such a deci-
sion? What is it that this party has to

hide?
D.B. Madan
New Delhi

MOSQUITO ALERT

WITH THE ONSET of monsoon and
increased rainfall, stagnant water becomes
aprime breedmg ground for Aedes mosqui-
toes — the carriers of the dengue virus. In
our country, poor ventilation, high temper-
atures and frequent power outages lead
many to sleep outdoors, increasing the risk
of viral transmission. Already burdened by
seasonal illnesses, the healthcare system
may struggle with an added dengue out-
break. Timely vector control is essential to
break the chain of transmission and safe-
guard public health. Both residents and gov-
ernment bodies must act proactively to
eliminate breeding sites and raise aware-
ness to prevent a potential health crisis.
Jubel D’Cruz
‘Mumbai

little faith in its own bankers.
We've produced institution builders like
Deepak Parekh: Indian professionals have gone
on tolead some of the world’s biggest global
and an Indian now heads the World Bank. Yet
‘when it comes to choosing the people who will pre-
side over our largest private banks, the search
often ends not in the banking industry but in the
ranks of retired IAS
HDFC Bank's appomtment of former chief elec-
tion commissioner of India Rajiv Kumar as its
part-time chairman is merely the latest mmple
ICICI, Am Kotak Mahindra, Bandhan an
Federal Bank have all made Similar appomt
ments. Individually, these appointments may be
ly justified. Together, they reveal a mind-
set. It isn’t about the competence of retired senior

r a country that prides itself on producing
F‘mﬂd—dﬂs financial talent, India displays

But if India’s premier private banks don't trust
career bankers to occupy their own boardrooms,
who exactly does? Three decades after liberalisa-
tion, we still instinctively look towards North
Block whenever an important chair falls vacant.
g ership may have changed, but the mindset

asn’t.

WHY MODI IS KEEPING VIKRAM MISRI

The Modi government has made its choice. By
extending foreign sem‘elary Vil Misri’s
tenure by another year, it has made one thing
clear: this isn't the time to change India's top
diplomat.

The decision is less about one individual than
about the moment India finds itself in. The
year will test Indian diplomacy like few others,
with the BRICS chairmanship, a fragile relation-

babus but about why they have i
become the default choice.

The banks are, in many ways, mirroring Mr
Narendra Modi’s own governance philosophy.
Over the past decade, retired and serving officials
have mcrmsmgly occupmd key posmons across

and public i
Domain expernse often takes a back seat to
administrat e IAS has become

India’s a]l purpose leaders}np cadre. Private
banks appear to have internalised the same logic.

—+ e ©

ship with China, wars in Europe and West Asia,
and the chall of ties with both
‘Washington and Moscow while championing the
Global South.

This is hardly the time for a handover, the gov-
ernment believes.

Mr Misri, a 1989-batch IFS officer, is one of the
government’s most trusted diplomats. He has
served in Beijing, worked as deputy national secu-
rity adviser and advised three Prime Ministers.
Few officers understand the China brief as well as
he does, and this qualification carries consider-

able weight in the MEA today.

The extension also fits a broader pattern. The
Modi Sarkar has never been rigid about retire-
ment dates when it believes continuity serves the

and i

‘money doesn't simply walk out of the treasury. It
passes through approvals, audits, finance depart-
‘ments, treasury officials and senior supervisors. If
the mvwngamrs areright, this wasn't just the fail-

national interest.

ure of a few i It was the failure of the

memory have repeatedly trumped convention.
There is, of course, a downside. Every extension
delays promotions and leaves younger officers
waiting longer for the top job. That is a legitimate
concern. But in today’s volatile geopolitical cli-
‘mate, for the government to keep a steady hand at

the wheel was an easy call

HARYANA'S REAL CRISIS
Haryana’s real crisis isn't corruption. It's the col-
lapse of accountability.

If this doesn't shake confidence in Haryana’s
administration, it’s hard to imagine what will
Three IAS officers were arrested in 12 days, and
nearly Z600 crore of public money was allegedly
siphoned off. More babus are reportedly under the
scanner.

These officials occupied some of the highest
offices in the state administration. The arrested
babus RK. Singh, j Agarwal and Pmdeep
Kumar handled education, agriculture, urban
governance and environmental regulation.

The obvious question is one the government
cannot duck: how does almost Z600 crore disap-
pear without anyone noticing? Government

+

system that was supposed to stop them.

That is what makes this scandal so disturbing,
even in this current season of scandals erupting
all around.

Governments love talking about transparency,
digital governance and ease of doing business, but
if the state’s own financial safeguards can alleged-
1y be bypassed with such ease, citizens are bound
to worry about policy uncertainty. If the govern-
‘ment can’t protect its own money, how can it pro-
tect yours?

Suspending officers after they're arrested is the
easy part. The difficult part is fixing an adminis-
tration where accountability often begins only
after the CBI arrives. The real scandal isn't that
corruption allegedly happened. Sadly, India has
seen that before. The real scandal is that it appears
to have flourished inside a system built to prevent
exactly this sort of abuse. That's the lesson

Haryana cannot afford to ignore.

Lave them, hate them ignore them at national
peril, is the babu ‘guarantee and Dilip’s belief.
Share significant babu escapades
dilipcherian@hotmail.com.
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INDICATORS

Sensex 7674182 031
Nifty 50 2396280 034
S&P 500° 751026 037
Dollar (%) 9538 -0.19
Pound Sterling (%) 12792 033
Euro (%) 10902  0.04
Gold (10gm)* (%) 144,800a1,089  0.76
Brent crude (Sibbl)* 743 Q76
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6754 -0.18
US 10-Yr Tbill yield* 4575 0.008
* As of 8:30 PM IST

BSNL announces
satellite phone
for ¥1.34 lakh

State-run BSNL announced
the availability of a satellite
phone for ¥1.34 lakh, part of
its push to expand satellite
communication services to
defence, maritime and disas-
ter-response users. BSNL
mentioned that the phone is
priced at ¥34,166 apiece,
including all taxes, and has
been designed for challeng-
ing environments, offering
voice calls and SMS services
in remote areas not covered
by conventional mobile net-
works.
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GAMES

India U-23 secure
five Asian medals

Ordos, China: India clinched five
medals, including a gold in the
mixed 4x400 metres relay, to
begin their Asian U-23 Athletics
Championships on a strong note
here on Thursday. The Indian
quartet of Astik Pradhan, Sandra
Mol Sabu, Sethu Mishra and
Shravani Sachin Sangle clocked
3 minute 18.64 seconds to take
the top spot in the last event of
the day for the country.

Besides the gold, the Indians
added one silver and three
bronze medals on the opening
day of competitions.

It was Bhartpreet Singh who
opened India’s medal account
with a bronze in the men’s dis-
cus throw with an effort of
52.91m. China’s Li Zhixin
clinched the gold with a throw
of 60.79m, while compatriot
Jiang Zehao took the silver with
59.60m.

Indians finished 2-3 in the men’s
5000m race final with Shivaji
Parashuram Madappagoudra tak-
ing the silver in 14:08.19 and
Vinod Singh claiming the bronze
with a timing of 14:23.67. Japan’s
Rui Suzuki won gold, clocking
14:01.24. The last Indian medal of
the day — a bronze — was won
by Prachi Devkar in the women’s
3000m steeplechase, clocking
10 minute 32.69 seconds. — PT/

Boxers assured of
podium finishes

Jakarta: Indian women boxers
continued their impressive run at
the Asian U-19 and U-23 Boxing
Championships with six pugilists
advancing to the semifinals to
assure themselves of medals on
Day Five of the tournament here
on Thursday. Leading the charge,
Chandrika Bhoresh Pujari (51kg)
delivered a dominant 5:0 victory
over Kazakhstan's Zhadyra
Kaltay, while Joyshree Devi
(54kg) registered a convincing
5:0 win against Kazakhstan’s
Maral Tolepbergen.

Prachi (57kg) continued her fine
form with a clinical 5:0 win over
Uzbekistan’s Robiya Ravshanova,
while Chahat (60kg) secured a
comprehensive 5:0 victory
against Kazakhstan's Zhasmin
Abramyan.

In the 48kg category, Gunjan
edged past Mongolia’s Altanzul
Altangadas in a closely contest-
ed 3:0 split decision, while
Anshika (75kg) added to India’s
medal tally with a hard-fought
4:1 win over Kazakhstan’s
Altyngul Aimukhan.— PT/

Y 2026

FINANCIAL

Chromcle

pg|7 I

on Insta data scraping

Formal responses will shape I'T ministry’s actions: MeitY secretary

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, JULY 9:

The ministry of electron-
ies and information tech-
nology  (MeitY) will
review concerns over the
extraction of data from
public Instagram
accounts after examining
responses to notices
issued on the matter, a
senior ministry ofﬁcml
said on Thursday.

The government recent-
ly issued two notices to
the social media plat-
form—one related to user-
name-based issues and
another concerning child
sexual abuse material
(CSAM). The ministry
will assess the responses
before deciding on any
further action in line with
the legal framework.

MeitY secretary S.
Krishnan said the govern-
ment was aware of public
concerns over data scrap-
ing and would examine
whether such practices
comply with existing laws.

“The formal responses
will shape the m].mstrys
forthcoming actions,”
Krishnan said.

On India’s Al mission,
Krishnan said the country
has the potential to

LARGE USERBASE

MeitY expected | Ministry issued
to review | notices on user-
process after | name-related
responses to | issues and
the notices are | child sexual
received. | abuse materi-
al (CSAM).

o It must be deployed

meaningfully across GCCs.

e Al provides a historic

opportunity to transition
from low-order execution

to high-value strategic
functions.

e Human interface will
always be required to
roll out and govern
functions.

become a global hub for
not only back-office opera-
tions but also front-end
business functions, with
artificial intelligence act-
mg as a key enabler.

his is an extraordi-
nary opportumty we can-
not afford to miss, and AT
will be the ultimate cata-
lyst in this endeavour,” he
said.

He urged enterprises to
deploy AT across GCCs by

leveraging India's
strengths in skilled talent
and cost competitiveness.
“It is vital for enterpris-
es to adopt Al in a manner
that effectively utilises the
nation's inherent talent
advantages and cost effi-
ciencies to drive sustain-
able value,” he said at an

India has the potential to become the
‘office space of the world"

Al to be the ultimate
catalyst.

industry event.

Krishnan said Al should
be used to move business-
es from routine execution
to higher-value functions,
while emphasising that
human oversight would
remain essential.

“Al provides opportunity
to transition from low-
order execution to high-
value functions,” he said.

TCS net rises 8.5% to 313,349 cr in June qtr

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAL, JULY 9

TCS on Thursday report-
edan8.53 per cent year-on-
year rise in net profit to
13,349 crore for the June
quarter of FY27, while
revenue increased 13.9 per
cent year-on-year and 2.2

per cent sequentially to
72,275 crore,

It declared an interim
dividend of Z12 per equity
share and the record date
is July 15.

TCS reported annualised
Al revenue of $2.6 billion
in the first quarter, up 13.6
per cent quarter-on-quar-

ter. It also leporled total
contract wins of §9.5 bn in
the quarter.

Among others, it signed
Al-led business transfor-
mation deals worth $800
million with SKE

TCS added 9,279 employ-
ees during the quarter, its
highest addition in the

past 15 quarters, taking its
total workforce to 5,93,798.
Employee costs rose
11.71 per cent to 742,137 cr.
“Q1 FY27 reflects contin-
ued growth momentum

despite geopolitical and
head-
K. Krithivasan,

macro-economic
winds,”
CEO and MD, said.

S Fresh overseas investment to boost

NIIF, support infra, says Sitharaman

New Delhi, July 9:
Finance Minister ermala
itharaman on Thursday
said AustralianSuper will
deepen its commitment to
India’s National
Investment and
Infrastructure Fund wnh
a further 500 million
Australian dollar (about
$347 million) investment
to fund infrastructure
development.

This will take the fund's
overall holdings in India
across all asset classes to
3.3 billion Australian dol-
lar, she sand in a post on X

| MORE CHANNELS |

e Investment aims to fund

o Govt's total
commitment to NIIF
stands at T60k cr.

infrastructure development.

e Move to take fund’s overall
holdings in India to 3.3 bn

Australian dollars.

e AustralianSuper is Australia’s

largest pension fund.

eUnion Cabinet last month

approved an additional

investment commitment of
230k cr by the Centre towards

funds of NIIF.

Austr
Australia’s largest en-
sion fund, headquartered
in Melbourne.

In a significant step to
deepen India’s investment
commitment for infra-
structure ~and  other
nationally important sec-
tors, the Union Cabinet
last month approved an
additional  investment
commitment of 30,000 cr
by the Centre towards new
and upcoming funds of

India has
with over

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, JULY 9

India is home to more
than 2,100 global capabili-
ty centres (GCCs), employ-
ing over 2.3 million profes-
sionals and generating
annual revenues of about
$100_billion, said finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday

India has emerged as a
preferred destination for
GCCs due to its competi-
tiveness, infrastructure
and stable macroeconom-
ic environment, she said
at the CII National GCC

the National Investment
and Infrastructure Fund
(NIIF). With the decision,
the government’s total
commitment to NIIF
stands at 60,000 crore.
NIIF is India's sovereign-
anchored fund, profes-
sionally run and managed
by National Investment
and Infrastructure Fund
(NIIFL). The government
is a 49 per cent sharehold-

er in NIIF, and it currently
manages capital commit-
ments of approximately
240,000 crore across its
funds and investment
strategies.

It has demonstrated a
strong track record of cap-
ital deployment and reali-
sations, having returned
close to 12,000 crore to
investors through large
portfolio exits.

2,100 GCCs now
2.3 mn employees

Business Summit 2026,
She said the expansion
of GCCs into tier2 and
tier-3 cities could acceler-
ate regional development
ough their wider eco-
nomic impact.
Sitharaman said the sec-
tor has become a catalyst
for regional development
because of its second-
order economic impact.
“Some elements you
might find in some parts
of our economy, and some
other elements in other
areas, but all these human
capability-related ele-
ments get maximised in

the GCCs. The competitive
advantage lies in generat-
ing knowledge, applying
technology, and solving
complex problems,” she
said.

Meanwhile, chief eco-
nomic adviser
V. Anantha Nageswaran
on Thursday urged mdus-
try to invest in ski
capability develupment
and innovation to address
the challenges posed by
artificial intelligence (AI),
saying government policy
alone cannot secure
India’s leadership in the
GCC sector

uchova moves into final

London, July 9: Czech 10th
seed Karolina Muchova
saved a match point to
reach her first Wimbledon
final with a pulsating
three-set win against Coco
Gauff on Thursday.

Muchova held her nerve
in a gripping final set tie-
break, wmm.ng 62, 16, 76
(12/10) in two hours and 35
minutes in searing tem-
peratures on Centre Court.

In the final, Muchova
will face Czech ninth seed
Linda ~ Noskova or
Ukrainian seed
Marta Kostyuk, who meet
in the other semifinal
later on Thursday.

Muchova is into her sec-
ond Grand Slam final and
her first since finishing as
the 2023 French Open run-
ner-up,

In hel first Wimbledon
semifinal, Muchova exor-
cised the ghosts of her
previous dismal experi-
ences in  south-west
London.

The 29-year-old had lost
in the first round on her
previous four appear-
ances at Wimbledon.

Gauff had won six of her
seven previous meetings
with Muchova, but the
Czech won their most
recent encounter in
Stuttgart this year and
once again she got the bet-
ter of the two-time Grand
Slam champion.

“It sounds really nice to
be in the final. It was such
a big fight. You are up and
down, no time to think but
it was very nerve-wrack-
ing,” Muchova said.

Karolina Muchova of the Czech Republic returns the ball to USA’s Coco Gauff during their women’s singles semm-
nal at the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London on Thursday. Muchova won 6-2, 1-6, 7-6 (12/10)

After batﬂmg injuries
earlier in her career
Muchova is finally fulfill”
ing her potential, but even
she has been taken aback
by her success at
Wimbledon over the last
fortnight.

Muchova takes “pills,
sprays, eyedrops” to manA
age a grass allergy, but she
is no longer adverse to
playing on the lawns of
the All England Club.

GRIPPING FINALE

Muchova is at last unim-
peded after suffering a
multitude of injuries in
recent years, including
problems with her right
wrist, left wrist, abdomen,
back, thigh, ankle and foot.

In 2022, doctors told
Muchova that it would be
a good idea for her to qu.\t
tennis altogether, while in
2023 and 2024 right wrist

surgery sidelined her for
10 months.

Now she is just one win
away from a maiden
Grand Slam title.

Gauff, seeded seventh,
had struggled badly with
her serve for much of the
tournament and has the
most double faults on the
women’s tour this year.

Muchova took advan-
tage of that glaring flaw to
break in the third game of

the first set and again in
the fifth. The Czech sealed
the set with an ace, send-
ing Gauff scurrying to the
sanctuary of the locker
room to compose herself.
Gauff had 12 unforced
errors in the first set, but
in keeping with her tena-
cious character, she hit
back with a dominant sec-
ond set that could not have
been more different to her
spluttering start. — AFP

India women to test England at Lord’s

London, July 9: India will
be hoping for a change in
tide after an underwhelm-
ing T20 World Cup cam-
paign when they face
hosts Eng]and in the first-
ever women’s Test at
Lord’s beginning here on
Friday.

A pre-mature exit from
the T20 showpiece gave
India more time to pre-
pare for the red-ball game
which takes place at the
“Home of Cricket”, 142
years after the first men’s
Test was staged at the
fabled ground.

The Indian team trained
at the picturesque
Wormsley Cricket Ground

+

for its second red-ball
game this year, having
played a Test in Australia
in March.

Head coach  Amol
Mujumdar  said  the
prospect of taking the
field for the first ever Test
at Lord’s excited the play-
ers even before the start of
the preceding T20 World
Cup.

“It just boggles my mind
that it is just the first Test
match here at Lords.
Having said that, I am
really fortunate and
would like to extend my
wishes to everyone who is
involved in this. It is a
great occasion and we are

® A pre-mature exit
from the T20
showpiece gave India
more time to prepare
for the red-ball game
which takes place at
the “Home of Cricket”,
142 years after the first
men’s Test was staged
at the fabled ground.

looking forward to it,”
said Muzum

“It is a dream to play a
Test match for any Indian
cricketer, leave alone play-
ing at Lords. I am sure
everyone who would wear
those whites tomorrow

would be proud of them
being there at Lord's to
play the Test match,” the
veteran of 171 first class
games added.

Smriti Mandhana and
Shafali Varma had opened
in India’s previous Test
Down Under and the same
is expected against
England. Priya Punia has
been drafted into the
squad as a replacement
for the injured Pratika
Rawal who had batted at
three in the 10-wicket loss
to Australia.

Test matches in women’s
cricket take place far and
few in between but India
have a favourable record

against England in the
traditional format.

India have won last three
out of four games against
the hosts and are yet lose a
Test in England (two wins,
seven draws).

Among the India players
who can make their Test
debut include Harleen
Deol, in-form spinner Sree
Charani and pacer
Nandni Sharma.

England, on the other
hand, have five players
who are yet to play Test
cricket and they include
Alice Capsey, Tilly
Corteen-Coleman, Mady
Villiers, Grace Potts and
Ellie Threlkel. — PTI

+

Allrounder Axar
feels emotional
on his 100th T20

Bristol, July 9: An emo-
tional Axar Patel has
admitted that he had never
imagined to complete a
century of T20
Internationals for India,
and dedicated the mile-
stone to his teammates,
coaches and family.

The allrounder reflected
on his )nurney from his
T20I debut in 2015 to
becoming one of India’s
most dependable white-
ball players, and acknowl-
edged the lessons that he
has learnt over the past
decade.

Axar, who completed 100
wickets in the second T201
against England in the
ongoing tour, will play his
100th game in the format in
the fourth match of the
series here on Thursday.

“When the first time I
played T20, I never imag-
ined I would play 100
matches. This tour of
England will be very spe-
cial for me because, like in
the second T20, I completed
my 100 wickets and in the
fourth T20, it's my 100th
match. So it’s a very spe-
cial day for me and I am
really enjoying the
moment,” Axar said in a
video posted by beei.tv.

“It really feels good.
Basically as a player when
you achieve a milestone, I
feel it’s not about me, [ am
not achieving this alone.

“WHEN THE first

time | played T20,
| never imagined |
would play 100 matches.
This tour of England will
be very special for me
because, like in the
second T20, | completed
my 100 wickets and in
the fourth T20, it's my
100th match. So it's a
very special day for me
and | am really enjoying
the moment.”

\TEL,

— AXAR PA’
INDIAN ALLROUNDER

You know that along with
me, my teammates, my
coaches, my family...So 1
think everyone has played
a role in this journey of
mine.

When you start, when
you debut for the first time
that's a completely differ-
ent feeling. Back then you
don’t know how much you
will achieve, but I am going
to play my 100th match and
that feeling you really can't
express. Even if you play a
single match for India that
is huge for you because it’s
a player’s dream,” Indian
al]rounder added.

Recollecting his journey,
Axar termed it a roller-
coaster ride and full of
learnings. — PTI

DUPLANTIS, ALFRED ON
TARGET AT MONACO DL

July 9: Armand ‘Mondo’ Duplantis, Julien
Alfred and Oblique Seville headline the Diamond
League meet in Monaco on Friday. The star-studded
track and field meet is the 10th of 15 on the elite cir-

cuit.

Pole vault world record holder Duplantis has prom-
ised to target a 16th world record in Monaco. The dou-
ble Olympic and triple world champion set his first
world record of 6.17m back in 2020, and established the
most recent mark of 6.31m in Sweden in March.

The Zs-year-old recently relocated to Monaco after
living in the United States and Sweden, the nation in
whose yellow and blue colours he competes.

Reigning Olympie 100m champion Julien Alfred will
face a stiff challenge in the longer sprint.

Alfred has recorded 21.86 seconds. But she finds herself

up against American Gabrielle Thomas, the reigning

Olympic 200 metres winner, who has run 21.70 seconds.
FP
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He wha treals his inferiors with clemency

isgranted clemency by his superiors.

Al-Masan Al-Basri

here are two paralled tracks

through which an Isracli

withdrawal from Lebanon

is being discussed, One

in Washington, where

Lebanon, Israel and the US
have signed a trilateral framework ag
ment aimed at bringing about an Isracli
withdrawal and ending the state of war
between Tel Aviv and Beirut. The second
track introduces complications in that, in
Islamabad, Lebanon was also on the agenda

of America’s negotiations with Iran. There,
it was Iran that was negotiating an Israeli
withdrawal on behall of Leban

For the Lebanese state, the process is
ancing act with local, regional and
international playvers, (n which Lebanon
is curtailed from acting as a fully sover-
elgn state, But this is not new and one of
the country’s foundation myths explains
it well

Philippe Takla was one of the principal
architects of Lebanese foreign policy

aba

Wars with Israel
were not with the
Lebanese state
but with nonstate
actors linked to one
ofits communities

= (Jpinion

Lebanon and the price of peace

He held the post of foreign ministerin 11
governments following independence
According to him, Lebanon's political
system was formed in the early Ottoman
era, when Fakhreddine IT obtained from
the sultan a special autonomous status for
the Emirate of Mount Lebanon. He then
united the country by creating a council,
in which the notables of various commu
nities and regions met and consulted with
him and with each other iry
thedr differences and external alllances,
He also established alllances with

spective of

European powers and sought guarantees
for the Lebanese emirate's existence

These elements of power-sharing also
became embedded in the constitution of
the Lebanese state in 1926, After indepen
dence, maintaining Western protection
wits the main task of its foreign policy

In the Washington talks, the
Lebanese government is trying to
break from that pattern by acting
independently as a sovereign state.

In Islamabad, Iran is trying to restore
the pattern with itsclf as the regional
hegemon the West has to deal with
when It comes to Lebanon’s security
Lebanon as a state has avoided
participation in any of the four major
Arab-Israeli wars, which is a recogni-
tion of its special status, But it was often
a battieground involving both internal
and external players. The Lebanese state
ray have been neutral but its territory

was not

Wars with Israel were not with the
Lebanese state but with nonstate actors
linked to one of its communities and
external participation. The Lebunese
political system allowed for this, which
was another legacy of the Ottoman era,
when communities of millets had a
certain antonomy that involved external
redations and protection

The Hezbollah camp wants to join the
Islamabad track and keep Lebanon as
part of Iran's sphere of influence, while

the anti-Hezbollah “sovereigntist™ camp
wants Lebanese-lsraeli relations to be
settled by a sovereign Lebanese state
Independently of Tranian Influence

For Lebanon, the price of peace has
always involved a compromise on the

country's sovereignty in favor of hoth
internal and external actors,

The stakes are very high and include the
return of more than a million displaced
people. The outcome still depends either
on internal, reglonal and international
clements coming together or on the
Lebanese government breaking that cycle
and acling as a sovereign state

In the late 1980s, I met Takla in Paris
and he said that the Lebanon we knev
1o longer exists — everything has
changed. The price of peace today is a

cholce between another compromise or
a political confrontation with Hezbollah
and Iran. And it still rests on the conti
nuity of US and Western support for the
Lebanese state

Saving NATO in
the age of Trump
was on the minds

ofeveryone in

Ankara, butof
course it was
not discussed

Could there be a NATO without the US?

11 a book published last year called
“If Russia Wins; A scenario.” Ger
man academic Carlo Masala pre
sented a sy take on European
defense and NATO in the Trump
era. He speculated on how things

could unfold if Viadimir Putin decided

to test the alliance by rolling tanks into

Narva, an Estonian town of 50,000 mostly

Russian-speaking residents, close to the

border with Hussia

T'he hypothetical crisis is described
as unfolding in the spring of 2028 after

Ukraine is foroed to concede territory
when its
the book, Moscow assures Washington
that the invasion is limited and merely
meant to protect Russian speakers in the
region. Masala describes & US president

Western support collapses, In

not dissimilar to Donald Trump making
one thing clear to his NATO allies:
America will not risk a third world war to
defend a small town in Estonia

Al this week’s NATO summit, this
example no doubt animated the thoughts
of all the participants, with the exception
of Trump. The question for those who
met in Ankara was not just what military
structure is needed — NATO 3.0, NATO-
minus or a European-led NATO — but
would the US come to help if the neces
sity presented itself? And could NATO be
anything without the US?

The Europeans are rushing to fire up
their planning, their factories and their
procurement, digging deep in thelr
budgets for defense funding, amid the
changing nature of the threats they face,
as demonstrated by the Ukraine and Iran
wars. But they cannot be envied due to
the hole they find themselves in,

The goalposts keep shifting. Despite
the European NATO members increasing
their defense spending, Trump appeared
unmoved, saying he was still disappointed
at their refusal to join the Iran war, which

he launched alongside Israel without
consulting them. He claimed they had
failed his loyalty test. He also repeated
his threats to take over Greenland and
withdraw all US troops from Europe.

In the age of an unreliable and possibly
adversarial America, Europe is being

anize its
The tasks
ahead are daunting, especially trans-
forming the economic-political EU bloc
into a military and defense one. Many
doubt Europe’s abllity to make NATO
work without the US. The task is colossal

foroed to reassess and reorg

security and defense at spee

Policymakers will also have to work
with blurred vision: to factor the US both
in and out af the same time. They must
throw money at a costly defense sector
in a scenario where tanks and drones are
needed today but might become obsolete
tomarrow, as technology and the methods
of war are rapidly evolving

Saving NATO in the of Trump wis

on the minds of evervone in Ankara, but
of course it was not discussed. European
izing NATO is maybe the next best option,
but that is a complex task that will be made
even more difficult by the need for EU-styh
institutions and consensus-building, cven
while the enemy is at the door

Europe’s leaders must look closely
at what they represent and consider
whether the continent’s traditional
liberal democratic ethos and values

are
still a platform worth uniting for. And
are the rules-based international order
and international law viable and worth
defending in a world where societies
everywhere are in transition?

There is a transatlantic rift, meaning
uncertainties that one cannot hide. But
those leaders that met in Ankara need
to step up their preparations for a NATO
with much less American leadership and
belp — and potentially an urgent need to
go back to the drawing board
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How to protect yourself from evolving cyber threats
DR. MAJID RAFIZADEN
s digital i i exploitation and facilitate | rruxmgpﬂsmmh .'ltmuaccmmls. Utilize  app permissions can be restricted,
now permeates every facet phishing campaigns and deepfake-enabled « Fifth, secure sensitive information
of our lives, the privacy and soclal engineering. managed b;' lvpulnble tools luch as those and backups. Encrype data while it is at
security of ordinary indi- Vulnerable populations include with end-to-end encryption, This single rest and in transit. Use virtual private
viduals are facing unprece- everyday users whose devices and practice can thwart many attacks. networks on public Wi-Fi. Some recom-
dented challenges. Hackers, accounts serve as entry points into Secondly, enable multifactor auth mend impl the so-called 3-2-1
dy sophisticated in their method broader networks, Human factors remain ‘ ¥ tion universally. Preferably use phishing- hackup rule: keep three copies using two
are now b ing advanced technol central. Verizon's Data Breach Investiga- Y resistant methods such as authenticator different media types, with one offsite.

ges — including artificial intelligence — to
automate and amplify attacks. Financial

tions Report consistently attributes a
significant portion (about 68 percent) of

data, personal identifiers, email accounts, breaches to human error. This has been
computers, smartphones amplified by Al's capacity
and online identities have & & to craft convincing
become prime tangets, .. lures that are devoid of
‘Traditional threats such Traditional threats  grammatical ervors or
as malware and phishing malware inconsistencies,
persist, but their efficacy suchas " ‘This escalation Is down to
s been dramatically andphishing o ed forves and
increased by AL According~— persist, but thelr  drivers. First, AT tools lower
to CrowdStrike's 2026 eﬂlm' has been the barriers for low-skilled
Global Threat Report, Increased b’, Al actors, enabling scalable
attacks by Al-enabled automation. Second, the
adversaries surged by asymmelry between

defenders and kers favors the latter.

89 percent last year, with the ag
hreakout time — the period between
initial access and lateral movement onto

Thind, rapid digital adoption coupled with
Insuflicient global cybersecurity workfores

another system — plummeting to 29 capacity is leaving systemic gaps.
minutes, a 65 pereent acceleration from To add this issue, comp nsive
2024, -, 82 p of 1 Jutions that require governmental and
involved mal free techni which corporate intervention are needed. Never-

undﬂsmm lhr zh.m lmunl m-am\k'r.
Al and

theless, Individuals can still mitigate the
risks through disciplined digital measures.

Al is acting as a force muluplrr far
cybercriminals. Generative Al can

Firstly, employ strong, unique passwords
and use password managers, Avoid

Dr. Ml Rafizadeh s
A vrd -0 duCatod Fanarn.
Amarican poltical scentist

X @0t

For b yweston, log an to

apps or security codes sent via text
message. Multifactor authentication
blocks more than 99 percent of autorated

Regularty monitor financial statements and
credit reports for anomalies. You can also
consider identity theft protection services.

credential-based attacks. Sixth, cultivate situa-
Third, recognize “ tional awareness. Limit
and counter phishing the amount of personal
and social engineering Rapid digital information shared on
attempts, Scrutinize social media. Use privacy
unsolicited commu- .m m“m settings judiciously. For
nications for urgency, withinsufficient i iocucivities, such
unexpected attachmentsor — global cybersecurity  as finuncial transac-
anomalous ::ndrr(k-ulh workforce capacityis  tions, employ dedicated
Algenerated content miy devices, Remote wipe
wpearfawlembutyou ~ VCAVIRESYMEmICEADS e o iout
can verify it vin indepen- devices are essential.
dent chanmels such as direct phone calls Finally, stay informed and adaptive.
using known numbers. Hover over links Follow the latest and most credible

without clicking and employ email filters.
Fourth, maintain device and software
hygiene. This means regularly updating
operating systems, applications and
firmware to address any vulnerabilities.
Enable automatic updates. You can also
install reputable antivirus antimalware
software with real-time scanning and
behavioral detection. For smartphones,

sources for emerging cyber threats.
Periodically review account activity logs
and revoke unused authorizations, Sﬂﬂk‘
people simul hishing tests

or via organizational programs,

Thraugh these simple actions, one can
vield compounding benefits that signifi-
cantly lower the likelihood and lessen the
impact of any breach.

The missing ingredient for European tech sovereignty

n early June, the European Com-

mission unveiled its *European

Technical Sovercignty Package,”

a new policy agenda designed

to strengthen Eumpe‘s strategic
ugl nts in

artificial intelligence, d

capacity s lmportant, it will do little 1o
foster a competitive domestic ecosystem
unjess Enropeans capture a greater share of
the economic value generated by AL

Even if the new package succeeds
beyond expectations and helps create a

ductor manufacturing, cloud infrastruc-
ture and open-source software. While
ambitious, the package is not enough. To
ensure that Al and digital technologices ad-

new of fast-growing European
startups, Big Tech could still use its market
dominance to acquire or otherwise elimi-
nate these challengers. Between 2010 and
2023, Big Tech companies acquired nearly

vance the EU's ecconomic = 100 Al startups. Among
and security interests o8 them was DeepMind,
requires confromting the whose 2004 purchase by
rool canses of Big Tech's The p‘lll toreduce the Google has been widely
dominance over Europes  EUsdependenceon  viewed as a strategic loss
digital economy. foreign technologies  for the UK, where the
e ot e ACIts vulnerabilicy IR
U\dﬁ:pcndtnum to coercion is laudable one mechanism through
foreign which dominant firms

and, in turn, its valnerability to external
coercion — is laudable. Today, about 80
percent of the bloc's digital technologies

protect their position. Self-preferencing,
tying and restricting access to critical
digital infi ture can be just as effec-

are imported, primarily from the US. This
has created a power imbalance that US
President Donald Trump's administration
has not hesitated to exploit in pursuit of its
political interests.

Yet the Buropean Commission’s plan is
unlikely to shift that balance. Consider one

tive in suppressing potential rivals.

The good news is that Europe already
has many of the tools it needs 1o prevent
these outcomes. The En‘s mgnal Markets
Act. for ph
platforms from ma:ing in unfalr
practices that stifle competition from

GIORGOS VERDI

«)

Ghors verd & Rolicy
a Aovocasy Lead at Com
Mariats It Europs.

political pressure from the Trump admin-
istration has discouraged robust enforce-
ment against US firms. As long as the law
Is enforced only half-heartedly, European
innovators will continue to compete on an
uneven playing field.

Merger control is another underused

isti ipetition rules

and pational security screening regines
already allow EU governments (o prevent
acquisitions that undermine strategic

unlikely to generate sun'k h‘!‘ll demand to
foster a globally comp i
cloud industry.

Critically, Europe should also have the
confidence to pursue a different innova-
tion path from Silicon Valley’s hu:hl)

1 and resource-i model.
A growing number of experts argue that
today’s dominant Al paradigm may be
approaching its limits, making it unwise
for Europe to devote all its nesources to

autonomy. replicating it.

Other EU member states Instead, the EU should
— and the European invest more heavily in
Commission — should W should have areas such as physical,
follow this example the confidenceto  spatial and so-called
and scrutinize acquisi- pursue a different frugal AL, which aims
tons that risk absorbing to design systems that
Europe's most promising innovation p‘h from maximize impact while
tech companies. Silicon Valleysmodel  inimizing computa-

At the same time, the tional and energy require-

tech sovereignty package itself should
be more ambitious, Its centerpiece, the
Cloud and Al Development Act, seeks
to ensure thal sensitive public sector
functions — particularly those related
to national security and defense — rely
on European providers. But its strongest
requirements apply only to a narrow
range of activities, while member states
retain considerable discretion over

ments. Rather than simply imitating the
American model, Europe must develop

technologies that generate ¢

value, improve citizens' lives and align
with its sustainability goals.

By recognizing that dependence on US
tech giants is both an economic challenge
and a strategic vulnerability, the tech
sovervignty package marks a welcome shift
in the EUs approach. But without equally

of the package’s main goals: tripling the European innovators. SProgect Syndicate implementation. Given many govern- ambitiotes efforts to curb market concentra-
El."sdnummrrcapamyavnlhcml ﬁw But the act has not kept pace with devel- T P——— mcuu‘ reluctance to pm\'ohrlbr‘l'nnup tion and break Big Tech's hold on Europe’s
to seven years. While in cloud ing and AL and www araboews cam ./ jon, this fr: rk is digital economy, it is bound to fall short.
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Editorials

Advancing Chinese modernization
in new era through sci-tech innovation

resident Xi Jinping an impor-

tant speech at a meeting in Beijing on

Wednesday that brought together the

national science and technology award

the general blies of the mem-

bers of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the

Chinese Academy of Engineering, and the 11th

national congress of the China Association for
Science and Technology.

Calling for accelerated efforts to achieve high-
level self-reliance and strength in science and
technology, and leverage sci-tech innovation to
underpin and drive Chinese modernization, Xis
speech is of strategic importance in guiding the
country to tackle the tough challenges it faces in
building up its science and technology during the
15th Five-Year Plan (2026-30) period and beyond.

“We must seize the historic opportunity, rise to
the chall of the times, ! efforts to
achieve high-level self-reliance and strength in sci-
ence and technology, and make steady progress
toward the 2035 goal of becoming a leading coun-
try in science and technology,” Xi said.

Since 2012, China has lmplemented an innova-

of its national innovation system,
whi]eallomngthemarkettoplwademswe rolein
allocating i and the
government to better fulfill its responsibilities.
Guided by the “four orientations” framework —
fanng the world’s suenuﬁc frontiers, the main eco-
vsmajor needsand the
peoples life and health — efforts should be made to
swp up ooordmamn among plannmg, policy, mis-

In carrying out research programs, major
national sci-tech initiatives must be prioritized.
This means concentrating efforts on frontier
fields such as artificial intelligence, quantum com-
putmg and bxoscnenes key mdustna such as

ors and ing;
and strategic frontiers including deep-sea, deep-
space and deep-earth exploration. In the process,
the country needs to plan for major research infra-
structure, build indigenous capacity in high-end
instruments, scientific data and journals, and
actively leverage Al to facilitate research.

It is imperative to explore innovation-driven

tion-driven strateg' d sci-

paths tailored to local ci

tech reform and d major ad in
frontier research and strategic high-tech indus-
tries. Underscoring China’s growing innovation
capacity, R&D spending grew by around 10 per-
cent annually on average during the 14th Five-
Year Plan (2021-25) period, with R&D intensity
reaching 2.8 percent of GDP in 2025, surpassing
the OECD average for the first time.

Despite these achievements, China must be
sober-minded as original innovation remains
insufficient in some key fields, the structure of
the country’s scientific talent pool requires fur-
ther optimization, and the efficiency of research
investment can still be improved. Some institu-
tional and regulatory bottlenecks also continue
to constrain innovation in certain sectors.

As global sci-tech competmon mcteasmgly
shifts to the iers of basic research,
these weaknesses with greater urgency and deter-
mination will b ial. To resolve the
and the country’s i ion capabili-

and Blindly
chasing short-lived trends or engaging in “involu-
tion-style” competition must be avoided.

Alongside stronger intellectual property rights
protection and faster commercialization of
research outcomes, the country needs to invest in
talent, improve the efficiency of research funding,
optimize evaluation practices, and tighten ethics
and safety governance. It is also vital to step up
risk evaluation, monitoring and rapid-response
capabilities in sci-tech security, while ensuring
that high-level research goes hand in hand with
high-caliber protection, particularly for critical
infrastructure.

Meanwhile, China will deepen its engagement
in global sci-tech governance, actively present its
vision and solutions to the international commu-
nity, and elevate its voice and influence in inter-
national rule-making. By doing so, the country
can contribute more original innovations and

to the of while

ties, it is necessary to further improve the overall

advancing Chinese modernization.

US curbs on win-win cooperation costly

s artificial intelligence developers in

the United States continue to raise pri-

ces and usage costs soar, Chinese Al

models are quietly gaining ground in
the US market.

Since February, the percentage of tokens that
come from Chinese models used by US compa-
nies on OpenRouter, a leading global Al plat-
form, has exceeded 30 percent each week,

The US’ politicized crackdown on Chinese
high-tech enterprises will only raise costs for US
businesses and harm the interests of US con-
sumers, This approach contradict d

Opinion Line

Cartographic revisionism
stretches bounds of credibility

“rules-based” international order.

Butits of the Philippi-
nes on the South China Sea issue ls
to serve its own i

The report released on Wednesday ~ to selecuve interpretation of hlslozy
by the China Institute for Marine Yet ity has never
Affairs, a think tank under the Minis-  legal title under international law.
try of Natural Resources, titled “His- Official Philippine maps published
torical and Legal Critique of the well into the late 20th century con-
Philippines’ Territorial Claims inthe  sistently placed Huangyan Island
South China Sea’, raises a outside P territory. Interna-
tal question: what happens when a tional jurisprudence has long
state seeks to redefine boundaries attached significance to the principle
decades after aceepting them as the of estoppel, whereby states cannot

basis of its own sovereignty?

‘The report argues that the Philip-
pines’ contemporary maritime
claims sit uneasily alongside the very
legal instruments from which the
country derives its territorial legiti-
macy. The internationally recognized
boundaries of the Philippines were
established through a succession of
treaties during the Spanish and

market principles and undermines the mutually
beneficial economic and trade relationship
between China and the US.

Cooperation benefits both sides, whereas con-
flict harms both. US policymakers should stop

peaking at 46 percent. In contrast toa

their of Chinese high-

CNBC report, in the first half of 2025, the US
usage figure for these fundamental units of data
processed by Al models was only 4.5 percent.
While matching the capabilities of top-tier over-
seas models, Chinese alternatives are priced at
perhaps one-tenth the cost or even less, empower-
ing global users to deploy Al in their i

tech companies, including pressuring their allies
to implement high-tech trade embargoes.

On Tuesday, Dutch Trade Minister Sjoerd
Sjoerdsma said in Beijing that his country and
China were cooperating “extremely well” to
resolve a dispute involving chipmaker Nexperia.

application scenarios more rapidly and affordably.
The emerging commercial potential of what
has been dubbed the “token economy™ is already
evident in the encouraging financial reports from
some Chinese Al companies. Some industry insid-
ers foresee China becoming the world's “token fac-
tory” by capitalizing on its energy strengths.
However, while US mmpanm are eagerly

Chinese C Minister Wang Wentao, at a
meeting with his Dutch guest, expressed the
hope the Netherlands will help maintain the sta-
bility of semiconductor supply chains and
resolve corporate disputes.

The visit with the US pushing the Mul-
tilateral Alignment of Technology Controls on
Hardware, which aims to further expand export
controls on semiconductors to China. The Dutch

bracing Chinese Al technol

is lobbying the US to ider the

eyemgthenseofChmaSAlthhunease.Onelaw»
maker proposed a “Decoupling America’s Artifi-
cial Intelligence Capabilities from China Act”
early last year in response to the “DeepSeek shock”.

Such moves are already a staple in the tele-
communications sector. In t.he latst move, '.he

2OV is
restrictive move as it would constrain Dutch semi-
conductor giant ASMLs ability to sell to China.

In contrast to the US’ hegemonic approach in
the high-tech sector, China has advocated a col-
laborative strategy, emphasizing the importance
of international cooperation to adneve shared

A ican colonial periods, most
nombly the 1898 Treaty of Paris, and

ly reverse positions on which
others have reasonably relied. Maps
alone do not determine sovere:gnty,

cal agenda in the Asia-Pacific. Rules
command respect only when applied
consistently, not when they coincide
with immediate geopolitical inter-
ests. Japan also plays an ugly role by
supporting the Philippines’ provoca-
tions toward China in the waters,
International law provides mecha-
n|sms for pedceful negotiation and

but official state car

provide compelling evidence of how
astate defined its own territorial
boundaries at a given time.

The issue, therefore, is less about
discovering overlooked historical evi-
dence than about revising an estab-
lished historical narrative to
accommodate evolving political

insuc-
wssnve Philippine constitutions.
These documents constitute the legal
architecture upon which the modern
Philippine state was built.

That creates an obvious paradox.
The Philippines cannot easily invoke
those treaties as the foundation of its

i i treat-
ing their territorial limits as optional.

‘This inconsistency becomes partic-
ularly striking in Manila’s claims over
China’s Huangyan Island and some
islets, shoals and reefs of China’s Nan-

Such revisionism carries conse-
quences beyond bilateral relations. If
every state were to redraw its fron-
tiers through retrospective historical
claims, few international boundaries
‘would remain immune to challenge.

‘That principle becomes particularly
relevant in the South China Sea. Sta-
bility depends less on absoluts

building. But those

mechamsms depend upon a com-
mon willingness to distinguish
between historical evidence and
political aspiration. That distinction
has become increasingly blurred in
Manila’s approach. The Wednesday
report depicts a legal narrative that
has evolved less through newly
uncovered evidence than through
shifting political calculations.

Manila cannot simply edit incon-
venient chapters without weakening
the legal foundations on which its own
claims rest. The international system
still depends upon one essential disci-
pline: legal consistency. Once govern-
ments begin treating established

ment than on shared acceptance that
legal commitments impose lasting
constraints. Once treaties become infi-
nitely malleable, diplomacy gives way

sha Islands in the South China Sea. to perpetual contestation.

Since the 1970s, the Philippines has Nor should external forces ignore
i ded its the dicti bedded in this

claims, relying on false arguments debate. Washington frequently

ranging from geographical proximity

presents itself as the “defender” of a

through retrospective “reinterpreta-
tion”, uncertainty will spread far
beyond any single reef or shoal.

In geopolitics, as in law, credibility
is cumulative and contradiction is
costly. A nation seeking to redraw its
maps should first reckon with the
maps it has already drawn.

~ LIVANG, CHINA DAILY

What They Say

New efforts needed to match skills with demand

Editor’s note: China aims to develop high-

-quality empi
Shanghai Observer spoke to Wu Ruijun, director of tlxe Institute, ﬁJr

loyment during the I5th Five-Year Plan (2026-30) period.
Tulent Smmgy

t East China Normal

Unn'e Diy  Xi chief researcher in the Chinese Mode ion Institute at Shanghai U of Finance
U5 Fedeal @ Innovation This oot o S T, oe-dector o th natiule o Beosiomice ot he Shas doudes of Sl Seenees
announced on Tuesday that it is addmg Califor- the potential benefits of pooling resources, on gw integration of high-quality and. Below are excerpts of the interviews. The views don’t
nia-based Digitalsystem Technology to a list of knowledge, and expertise across borders lo necessarily represent those of China Daily.
companies dleemed to pose risks 1o US “national address global and drive techt China’s demographicshiftshave  will better align education with mar- For those affected by technological
security” because of its “connections”to Chinese  cal advancements that can benefit all nations. made the traditional growth model ket demands Dymmuc adjustmentsto  change, stmnge: social pmtectlon
telecom companies. Last month, the agency also Asaleading advocate, promoter, and pioneer in % At the indis and support,i
stated it would prohibit the use of Chinese Al capacity building, China has introduced the same time, i try- andalife-  training subsidies and job retention
equipment in undersea internet cables, citing  Global Al Governance Initiative. This initiative technological developmems andthe  longvocational training system will programs, are necessary to ensure
Wh??l it considers “an unacceptable risk to aims to help countries share the benefits of artifi- rapid advancement of artificial intel-  equip workers with the skills needed that technological progress trans-
national security” cial mtelhsence and bridge the global Al divide. It ligence are reshaping the labor mar-  toadapt to industrial transformation  lates into broader employment
Additionally, the FCCis reportedly drafting a ban Pl h, prioritiz- ket, leading to pronounced structural  and technological change. opportunities, higher incomes and
on imports of Chinese inverters, baselessly claim-  ing human well bemg, social security and respect employment mismatches. A unified and efficient national improved living standards.
ing they could “disrupt” power supplies. Thesesup- ~ for national sovereignty, while pmmotmg Al asa Although record numbers of univer-  labor market, supported by modern Employers should modernize their
pressive moves follow earlier FCC bans on new  tool for i sity ter the labor market employment services and informa- ‘hiring practices by moving beyond an
foreign model. d routers, whichprima-  global challenges such as climate (:hange each year, sectors such as advanced tion sharing, will facilitate labor excessive reliance on academic cre-
rily target Chinese products. The unwarranted In this rapidly evolving technological land- manufacturing, elderly care and the mobility and improve the matching  dentials, seniority or institutional
crackdown not only deprives Chinese businessesof ~ scape, nations should prioritize digital still face a ufskillg with jobs, allowing i"d“,su'?"’] bf‘d@"““‘i Instead, greater empha-
afair, justand nondiscriminatory envi but over to ensure that technology shortage of workers. This paradox of upgrading and em.pluymenl optimi- s:sshmflrl be placed on pracm::;l skills,
dkok the US own int humanity’s best interests. labor shonage :u_'nid employment zation to advance in tandem. professional wmp_emm:e_ and job per-
challenges highlights the need to inte- Enterprises should be encouraged formance. A more inclusive labor mar-
grate employment ob}ecnvm into to adopt v:mplovmem fr\endly dxgnal hct should prmnde opportunities for
industrial policy, transfor skilled workers,
CHINA DAILY WORLDWIDE gy and technological innovation. the integration of Al with lhereal camrchangelsandwurkelsm
As China develops new quality economy can foster new growth emerging forms of employment.
Contactusat m;x London ECAN 6HA UK mﬂmwe 2800, productive forces, accelerates its digi-  engines in areas such as intelligent Enhancement of social security
China Daily +44(0) 2073988270 New York NY 10036 tal transformation and expands the manufacturing and digital services. and occupational injury protection
i wnmngggue Chaoyang District, editor@chinadailyuk com ;‘1” ﬁ ;37 8888 o green and silver economies, equal At the same time, the development  for flexible workers, together with
o4 (0) D SN i Dy AR s attention should be given to cultivat-  of occupational standards and certi-  greater public recognition of skilled
editor@ Africa ing emerging occupations and creat-  fication systems for emerging profes-  workers, grassroots professionals
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ing new employment opportunities.
Establishing mmpmhemwe labor

sions should be accelerated. Targeted
digital skills training and reskilling

ma.rket

inkey' d

ial to help work»

and entrepreneurs, will help culti-
vate a culture that respects work, val-
ues skills, encourages mnovanon and

ers transition into new

suppor
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China and the World Roundtable | China-South Asia Cooperation Essential to Common Prosperity

Editor's Note: The 7th China-South Asia premmm Forum Lwened in Kumnmg, Yunnan p1mrm£e, on June 11 under the theme
tries”. The forum brought together senior dipl

Teg

reported by China Daily’s Li Yingqing and Yao }u.rm

South Asia, China to build a shared future by cooperation

Coll actionis
in achanging world
The world is undergo-
inga profound transfor-
mation. Geopolitical

cultural i
and tourism cooperation are essential for fos-
tering mutual understanding and building
lasting !n'endships among nations.

tensions, economic unwmmdrwmsof ﬁmnegmwm Wstn:t@h—
uncertainty, climate-re- indigital artifi-
lated challenges and cial i i ion and mmr'ity
growing pressures on building, ies can better equ
multilateral institutions to meet the demands of ; arapdlye\dvmggobal
continue to reshape the economy.
international Truthis Greater regional cooperation in climate

The ongoing conflicts _Adam is the min- ion, disaster risk ion, renewa-
and crisesaround the  ister of Foreign ble energy and sustainable development is
world highlight the Affairs of the ialto ing the i

of dial ld; future.

and diplomacy in safe—
guarding international peace and security.

For small island developing states such as
the Maldxvm the effects ofsuch crises are
often their vulnera-
bility to external developments and the
importance of a peaceful and stable inter-
national environment.

In the face of ongoing crises, collective
action remains indispensable. One nation
cannot address the complex challenges of
the time alone.

China ha: i it d con-

By advancmg Soulh-South cooperatmn,
us-
and people-
to-people exchanges, countries can unlock
new opportunities for growth and resilience.

tainabl

sensus, common prosperity and cooperative
approaches to global challenges. These
prim:ipls continue to resonate across the

ing shared aspirations for

developmem and slmnger rcgmnal um

hmnotonlymshamdmmms.bmmu\emzst
understanding and goodwill that sustain it.

The international
community faces eco-
nomic uncertainties, cli-
mate challenges,
technological transfor-
mations and growing
geopolitical complexi-
ties. At such a time, soli-
darity, mutual trust and
partnership among

L}

with a Shared Future with Neighboring Coun-

Coope ips for a
and experts from South Asia and nelghbonng wunlnzs Below an wlected t:vccmtx : from keynote speeches delivered at the forum, as

Arun H
dra is Sri Lanka’s
deputy minister
of Foreign Affairs
and Foreign

neighboring countries
have become more
important than ever.
The vision of buildinga
itvwith a shared

future is based on the prin-

and harmonious multi-
ethnic culture mirror the
spirit of the Himalayas
that connects Bhutan,
Nepal, India, Bangladesh
and China.

‘The great rivers that
flow from these shared
mountains nourish hun-
dreds of millions across
the region.

Karma Dorjiis a
minister
China’s i nf ]ndm‘lry Com-
achievement in lifting loym ent
nearly 800 million people Bhu‘;an o
out of extreme poverty
through people-centered, long-term strategies
offers powerful lessons for the Global South.
Future cooperation should move beyond
transactional cooperation toward genuine,
long-term friendship built on mutual respect,
s S

Green energy, digital economy, cultural

China-South Asia trade still has tourism, agriculture, health cooperation
vast untapped and people-to-people exchanges provide

The South Asian Asso- tremendous potential to deepen under-
ciation for Regional standing and build the human bridges that
Cooperation was estab- make all other cooperation sustainable.
lished in 1985 to elevate
the welfare and quality Cooperation is foundation of
of life of the peoples of Asia’s shared future
South Asia, engineer col- ‘The world is undergo-
lective solutions to inga deep transforma-

hared and . tion, economic
build an enduring spirit  Mohd Golam interdependence is deep-
of fri ip,trustand  Sarwar is secre- ening, and technological
mutual respectamong  tary-general of change is accelerating at
its member states. Soyﬂ!A.s-um SHI YU 7 CHINA DAILY an unprecedented pace. /

Four e Insuch aworld, coopera- o
SAARCstandsasthe f‘.f;ag‘,‘l’""“"’”""’ and ground for hip between China and South Asiashouldbe  tion among neighbors is
embodiment of hope for . hased on pnnclpksofpeacd\ﬂ wemstmce. nolongeroptional —itis Himadrish
regional peace, stability, d solick not ity and shared essential for stability, Sum is the
— bound by a shared history, cultureand destiny. ~ is South Asia’s choice Itis time to consider establishing astand-  prosperity and peace. t’l.l:gopmon o

As a valued observer country, China shares South Asia is home to ing China-South Asia Development Forum and South Asia flfﬁzuzw!h wﬁmn
arelationship with SAARC that the region almost a quarter of as an annual platform, hosted on a rotation-  together represent nearly and director-gen-
dwplv treasures. humanity, endowed al basis among South Asian countries. mlfofhmnanhv This is eral of the Indian

remains the primary d with abundant natural The region stands at an imp cross- Institute of Gov-
trade partner for South Asian nations. Bilateral ~ resources and a great roads. The choice should be partnership over lmlnyhxlahoaavﬂm- ernance and
trade volume now exceeds $200 billion annu- talent pool. Yet, the polarization, development over discord, and tional L i
ally, having doubled over the pastdecade with  region has lagged hope over despair. Former Indian prime
an 1l growth rate of 6.3 percent. behind other regions minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee once observed:

While traditional synergy in agriculture, such as Southeast, Cen- Development must serve both “You can change your friends, but you cannot
energy, minerals and infrastructure remains  tral and Northeast Asia. g 2 Haxhrm is Dpeopleandplanet change ymrne@ﬂ:ms “This is not merelya
strong, cooperation is rapidly expanding Despite the demo- Palkista; ‘The focus on part- —itisa
into pioneering frontiers. graphic dividend, the ambassadm to nerships and buildinga witha ighborhood:

Today, China and South Asia are actively social and economic China. shared future reﬁec's what the Himalayan As two ancient civilizations, two major
collaborating in green energy, photovolta- indicators of South region has iced for ions — living ies and two leading voices of the
ics, electric vehicles, low-carbon initiatives, Asian countries leave much to be desired. in hnrmuny with nature, respectingeachoth-  Global South, India and China are not only
digital technologies, intelligent manufac- The region fa con- ers seeking mutual benefit. bilateral partners in complexity — they are

turing and cross-border e-commerce.
To ensure this economic relationship is

Future cooperation needs to focus on pro-

and

both enriching,

flicts, poverty, climate vulnerability, water inse-
curity and uneven development. Countering
thescdxallengmmmmamldvml,m

Bhutans Gross National Happiness phi-
losophy places the well-being of people and
the protection of the environment at the

also indispensable actors in shaping the
Asian century.
‘When youth connect, stereotypes dissolve.

there should be a deeper and more resilient d new par center of all development. When societies understand each other bet-
moting trade, attracting investment, equilibrium in regional trade volumes. South Asia’s history over the past 75 years China's vision of ecological civilization, ter, strategic space for stability expands. Let
hanci ivil ing digital The China-South Asia Expo, which show- demonstrates that building a truly peaceful captured in the principle that “lucid waters this be the century in which Asia does not
transformation, and expanding opportuni-  cases ad in bi icine, green energy, and region hinges on resolving and lush mountains are invaluable assets”, merely rise, but rises together.
ties in tourism, renewable energy, agricul- advanced manufacturing, cultural tourism, long-standing disputes and adhering to inter- ~ speaks the same language. Yunnan province
ture and the blue economy. wellness and modern agriculture, can inject national law and the United Nations Charter.  is aliving example of this wisdom — its The views don't necessarily reflect those of
youth fresh into the regional Anew intfora partner- il rich bid i China Daily.
Khalid Taimur Akram

Why Party-building thought matters for governance

ne of th 1 ions in butasa
comparative politics is how gov- prerequisite for
erning parties sustain effective- effective State
ness over long periods of time. capacity.
‘While different political systems provide One important
different answers, China’s experience offers  aspect of this phi-
adistinctive perspective. losophy is compre-
Rather than relying pnmarﬂy onelectoral  hensive Party self-governance. Over the past
ition or frequent insti rede- decade, anti-corruption efforts have become

sign, the Communist Party of China has

placed growing emphasis on strengthening

itself through strict Party governance, orga-
P iscipline and conti It

one of the most visible manifestations of
this approach. Corruption weakens public
trust, reduces administrative efficiency and

improvement.

This approach has become one of the
defining features of Xi Jinping Thought on
Party Building. At its core is the concept of
the Party’s “self-reform” — the idea that a
long-governing ruling party must constant-
ly reform itself if it is to remain effective,
responsive and capable of leading national
development.

China’s rapid industrialization, modern
infrastructure, technological advancement
and unprecedented poverty reduction have
attracted worldwide attention.

‘While these achievements are often
attributed to industrial policy, long-term
p]annmg or: econnmic mfonns, they a]so
reflect a deeper i

nesses, evaluating performance and refin-
ing policy implementation. Rather than
permanently effective, the Party seeks to
improve its organizational capacity through
constant adjustment and internal reform.
This concept of self-reform therefore
extends beynnd amx-mrrupuon It moom-
renewal, i
r?slhenee and the ability to adapt to chang-
ing domestic and international circumstan-
ces. The objective is not change for its own

atically from implementation.
‘This was the story of “cliff village’, perched
800 meters above the ground in Slchuan

mcreaslng attention is being paid to govern-
policy impl
and State capacity. Researchers continue to

provi remote Daliang — examine how Party discipline, organization-
equivalent to a 200-story building. In 2016, al reform and administrative modernization
the local Party secretary led the repl interactto i

of perilous vine ladders with steel and publi

transforming access. China's growing international role has fur-

‘The village went viral online, and a local
shepherd became a popular viogger and
tour guide filming the steel ladders, cliffs,
cloud seas, and sunrises. The steel ladder

ther intensified interest in these questions.
Through trade, investment, infrastructure
ion and hij

China has become a major participant in

long-term sake, but continuous improvement in gov- brought the greatest benefits to local stu- global governance.

Through stmngthem:d supervision, ernance mpauty dents with a new modern school built. Life Many ing countries are i 4
stricter disci; i and great- China’s ing process reflects this ~ became much better. not simply in China’s
er msumuonnl ovemgh!, China has sought i Major reforms begin 'l'he samc principle i appliesto but also in the
to ility the as carefully d d local pilot i China’s progress hanisms that h: ted long- ﬁenn
Party and government. bct’om bemg expanded nationwide. in amﬁual mlelhgemz, digital governance policy and national

High-profile i igati offi- from different provi and and ing reflects not Xi has consistently argued that reform is
cials at different levels the lities are refined and only scientific investment but also institu- never complete. As tcchnologlml innova-
i i fc iscipli of  incorporated into national pohcy where tional ination, long-term ingand  tion changes
rank. More broadly, anti-corruption is appmpnate are institu-  policy These are areas where deepen, environmental pressures increase
viewed not as an isolated ignbutas lized, while ones are organizational effectiveness becomes as and geopolitical uncertainty grows, govern-
part of a broader effort to improve govern- adjusted or discontinued. important as technological capability itself. ance itself must continue evolving.

ance by strengthening institutions and pre-
serving public confidence.

Yang Youlin, former executive deputy
director of the administrative conunmecof

Such an approach allows the government
to accumulate policy experience rather than
repeatedly starting from scratch. Institution-
al memory becomes a source of long-term

the Nanjing

Effective governance requires not only sound
policies but also organizations capable of
implementing them consistently across a
country of more than 1.4 billion people.

For this reason, President Xi Jinping has
repeatedly stressed that Party building is
i from national

A disciplined, capable and clean guveru-
ing party is viewed not simply as a political

Countries employ different mechanisms

In this context, Party building is present-
ed asan ongmng process rather than a one-

to ensure acooumabihtv Some ncly pnman
lyon and ch:
government. Others emphasize msmuhonal

As China pursues high-quality develop-

ic and gover enabling checks and balances, judicial oversight or ment in an increasingly complex interna-
zone in East China’s Jiangsu ji instead of cyclical ini: i it i tional euvtronmenL the evolution of its
province, was sentenced to death on Mon- China’s campaign to eliminate extreme China's model places greater h Party g will remain cen-
day by the Changzhou Intermediate People’s  poverty illustrates this model. internal Partysupervision, izational tralto ding both its
Court after being convicted of multiple Bevond ﬁmmcm] success iscipli: i ituti model and its future trajectory.
crimes, including accepting more than 2.2 d on dat: i Eadl system reflects its own
billion yuan ($324 million) in bribes. detailed policy local i hlsmn(nl experi d political traditions.  The author is the executive director of lhe
Another defining feature of Xi's Party- tation mechanisms and continuous admin- For scholars of ive governance, Paliste h Center for a Ca

building philosophy is the emphasis on
institutional learning. Govemance is treated
asaconti o weak-

istrative adjustment. Governance capacity
was strengthened not only through resour-
ces but through the ability to learn system-

China’s experience offers an important case
study. Rather than evaluating political sys-
tems solely according to institutional form,

with Shared Future, Islamabad.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of
China Daily.
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Help on the way?

hen US President Donald Trump urged “Ira-
nian patriots” in January to keep protest-
ing, take over their institutions, and save the

names of the “killers and abusers,” he added a promise
that should not be treated as mere political rhetoric:
“Help is on its way.”

That is a promise that the people of Iran paid for in
blood.

‘The world has spent the past several weeks debating
whether the US-Iran memorandum of understanding
was good for oil markets, bad for Israel, sufficient for ship-
ping in the Strait of Hormuz, useful for Lebanon, or con-
venient for a White House that wanted the war to end.

Israel has every reason to oppose any arrangement that
leaves Tehran's nuclear infrastructure, missile program,
proxy network, and regional leverage intact. Yet amid
the diplomatic churn and economic analysis, the actual
victims of the Islamic Republic have again been pushed
to the margins.

They are the women, students, workers, parents, and
young people who came into the streets against a regime
that has impoverished them, censored them, beaten
them, jailed them, and shot them as they are forced
under its thumb.

‘They know Iran’s prisons, morality police, Revolution-
ary Guards, propaganda machinery, and habit of spend-
ing national wealth on foreign wars.

‘The January protests, which began exactly six months
ago, began amid economic collapse, soaring inflation,
and anger over state failure.

But they also became something larger. The slogans
chanted across Iranian cities were about sovereignty,
dignity, and the right of Iranians to decide that their
country belongs to them rather than to a clerical-mili-
tary regime and its regional project.

That is why the world’s relative quiet has been so
shameful.

Too many g and ¢ have
allowed Tehran to recast a struggle for freedom as foreign
agitation or reduce it to sanctions, exchange rates, oil
routes, and negotiation tactics.

Economic suffering helped bring people into the
streets, but the answer is not to rescue the regime that
produced it.

Rights watch groups said in January that Iranian secu-
rity forces carried out mass Killings after the protests
escalated on January 8 and that thousands of protesters
and bystanders were believed to have been killed while
the authorities restricted communications.

Amnesty International described that month as the
deadliest period of repression by Iranian authorities in
decades of its research.

One victim said, “If we do not go into the streets for
Iran’s freedom today, one day our children will have to
do it instead. Today, it is our lives so that they may have
a better future.”

The comment was made before their death by regime
forces in the January protests, according to testimony
shared with The Jerusalem Post ahead of the six-month
marking.

That sentence and the sentiment behind it should
haunt every leader who encouraged Iranians to rise and
then reached for the language of orderly process when
the cost became too high.

Trump is right that dealing with this regime is a waste
of time. He is also right that a regime that shoots protest-
ersin the street cannot be trusted to reform itself through
polite diplomacy.

The conclusion, though, cannot be to abandon the
Iranian people until the next round of negotiations col-
lapses or the next oil shock alarms global markets.

The conclusion must be that regime change in Iran
is not the only strategic and moral horizon that fits the
reality before us. Such change cannot be imposed by
outsiders; it must be Iranian-led.

It must respect Iran’s people, history, culture, and
future but must be supported by the free world with
sanctions on Kkillers, technology to break censorship,
documentation for accountability, diplomatic isolation
of regime officials, and refusal to reward Tehran for sur-
viving crises of its own making.

A free Iran would not solve every problem in the
Middle East, but it could transform the region in ways
no memorandum ever will. In January, the Iranian peo-
ple were told help was coming; six months later, they
deserve more than silence, bargaining, and regret.

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump is seen attending an event at the White House, on Monday. (Evan Vucci/Reuters)

Trump’s red scare

WASHINGTON WATCH
+ By DOUGLAS BLOOMFIELD

ith fear of a blue
wave in November
that could wash

away Republican control of
Congress, an increasingly des-
perate GOP Party is reverting
to its favorite old battle cry: The
commies are coming.

Leading the new red scare is
President Donald Trump, who
traces his roots in that swamp
to the era of Sen. Joseph McCa-
rthy in the 1950s.

Instead of using the July 4
celebration to unify and inspire
the nation, Trump used the
backdrop of Mount Rushmore
to be the great national divider.

Instead of patriotism, he
spewed partisanship. Along
with reciting his familiar per-
sonal grievances, he sought to
ignite a new wave of anti-com-
munist hysteria.

In speeches and tweets over
the holiday weekend, Trump
invoked one of the ugliest peri-
ods in American history.

“There is now a resurgence
of the communist menace in
our land, including from new-
comers to our country who
embrace ideas totally opposed
to ourway oflife,” the president
cried. Communismisa “mortal
threat to American liberty.”

Who are these commu-
nists? Immigrants. Democratic
Socialists. Progressives. Liberals.
Democrats. Just about anyone
he hates.

Democrats, Trump declared,
are “hardcore godless commu-
nists,” unlike the God-fearing
Christian Republicans attend-
ing the Faith & Freedom
Coalition in Washington last
month. “We have to stop this,
this horrible thread of cancer
that's permeating our country
called communism,” he told
them.

This is nothing new for the
hater-in-chief. Trump is a
protégé of one of the great red
baiters of American history,
Roy Cohn, himself the brain
behind McCarthy.

Trump may accuse others of
McCarthyism, but he is more
the practitioner than the vic-
tim. Cohn, who was McCar-
thy’s closest advisor, was not
only Trump's mentor but also
his personal lawyer.

Historian Jon Meacham
wrote, “Both McCarthy and
Trump were opportunists who
used whatever issue might be
at hand to dominate the news
and seek power.”

Cohn'’s posthumous descrip-
tion of McCarthy could apply
to Trump: “impatient, overly
aggressive, overly dramatic...
acted on impul tended to
sensationalize the evidence
he had...would neglect to do
important homework... [had
an| inattention to detail....
gifted with a sense of political
timing.... His sense of what

made drama and headlines was
uncommonly good.”

Michael Kruse wrote in Polit-
ico, “Trump simply could not
have done what he did without
the connections and machina-
tions of Cohn.”

“There is a straight line from
McCarthy to Cohn to Trump.
Trump learned from the worst.”
Rabbi Jeffrey K. Salkin wrote in
Forward.

Trump has made Cohn’s
mantra a hallmark of his presi-
dency: “Never apologize, never
admit you were wrong, and
always go on the offensive”

Republicans aren’t the only
ones worried by Democratic
Socialists’ recent successes in
New York, Colorado and other
races. Moderate Democrats are
increasingly nervous.

SEVERAL HOUSE members
anxious to distance them-
selves from far-left progressives
declared, “We are capitalist, not
socialist.” Rep Josh Gottheimer
ew Jersey) told Fox News
they “are bomb throwers, not
problem solvers” and “should
form their own party.”

If anyone is moving toward
socialism, it may be that elder-
ly capitalist Trump. Under his
mcreasingly autocratic leader-
ship, the federal government
has been taking equity posi-
tions in a range of private com-
panies, which is seen as state
socialism by some on the right,
according to Forbes.

“Since January 2025, the
US government has invested
$26.7 billion across thirty deals

involving direct ownership,”
according to the Council on
Foreign Relations.

Trump's red scare attacks are
a sign of fear - as is his frantic
demand that Congress stop all
work until it passes his SAVE
America Act and eliminates the
filibuster. “We do that, we're
not going to lose an election for
100 years,” he said. “That is not
election security, it is election
engineering,” former president
Bill Clinton pointed out.

Trump is not a student of his-
tory and boasts that most of
his reading consists of articles
about himself. It may be that
he doesn’t know the difference
between socialists and commu-
nists. Does he know that Albert
Einstein, Helen Keller, Martin
Luther King, David Ben-Gurion
and Thomas Paine were social-
ists? Or does he think all social-
ists are Bolsheviks?

Trump was tutored by Cohn,
who was known as McCar-
thy’s brain. Stephen Miller, the
White House deputy chief of
staff, the driving force behind
the administration’s aggressive
anti-immigration policies, has
been called Trump's brain.

The red-baiting Mount Rush-
more “communist menace”
speech “bore the hallmarks” of
Miller’s style, said one reporter
covering the event, calling it
an “apocalyptic script.” Maybe
it was given away by the line:
“The Communist Party is

hate, racism and revenge. He
has suggested Trump is God’s
chosen one. Trump agreed, say-
ing he was anointed by God to
fulfil a historic purpose, Vanity
Fair has reported. He has even
posted an Al picture of himself
as Jesus.

At Mount Rushmore he said,
“And as our Declaration of
Independence tells us, we are
all made in the image of one
almighty god. And a commu-
nist will never say that. That's
forsure.”

Neither does the founding
document of the United States,
the Daily Beast points out.

There was nothing divine-
ly inspired or accidental in
Trump’s repeated conjuring up
memories of McCarthyism and
of that malignant era.

Northwestern ~ University
history professor Edward Mill-
er called Trump’s election a
“major victory for the ideas of
Robert Welch,” the founder of
the ultra-right anti-communist
John Birch Society.

This nation that celebrates its
250th birthday has not been so
divided since the Vietnam War.
Instead of a patriotic message to
uplift spirits and unify Ameri-
cans behind ideals on which
it was founded, the president
offered division, anger and fear.

‘We got a red scare from a pres-
ident who can’t even paint a
pool blue.

The writer is a Washing-

made up of illegal i
criminals and everybody that
doesn’t want to work.”

Miller is Trump's minister for

ton-based journalist, I
lahb)nt and former legislative
director at the American Israel
Public Affairs Conmnittee,
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* By OZ BIN NUN

ore than 1,000 days have
passed since October 7, and |
want to use this moment to
invite you to a repulsive but necessary
thought experiment. Imagine October
7 happens again. Yes, with all its horrors,
its terror, its dead. Everything repeats.
And now I want to ask: In that case,
would the government be responsible?
This is the point where half the coun-
try will probably snort in contempt:
“What does that have to do with any-
thing? What are you trying to prove?”
Bear with me. What this thought
experiment is designed to expose are
two deep failures: one serious, the other
catastrophic.

of staff, Lt.-Gen. Eyal Zamir, who failed
to warn in time. Next time it will be
whoever replaces him.

Because the public cannot be exposed
toall the raw intelligence, what happens
here is exactly what Hannah Arendt
described as the most effective way to
kill truth: turning it into opinion. And
when everything becomes a matter of
opinion, on the second or third Octo-
ber 7, every citizen assigns blame purely
according to their political tribe.

The second failure, the catastrophic
one, goes to the foundation of demo-
cratic governance itself. A state can sur-
vive only when there is a functioning
system of accountability, in which lead-
ership is genuinely answerable to the
people. In Israel, ll\al aca)unlahlhr\' has

The first failure is that every

been «

put forward to explain why the gov-
ernment and its head bear no respon-
sibility for October 7 is, in practice, an

itely reusable No matter

mmdmexpm
pemnmmm\mnng hmnﬂmwbluhexﬂw mmhnl”nsl(}muphd

how mEmy times October 7 happens,
the same excuses work again and again.
This time it will be the current IDF chief

In the c”l;xssical republican tradition,
corruption means preferring private
gain over the common good. In Israel
today, the prevailing logic has become:
If something is not criminal, it is accept-
able. That distortion has seeped deep
into politics.

“What is right is what the people
want,” where “the people” translates
in practice to a coalition majority.
The current logic runs: Since there is
no political alternative and the pub-
lic keeps voting for the same leader-
ship, that leadership must be fine, and
therefore October 7 is not its respon-
sibility and certainly not its fault. The
ballot box has been transformed from
a tool of civic oversight into a machine
for laundering guilt.

The real problem is that leadership
needs the concept of guilt in order to
correct itself. In a healthy democracy, we
would work hard to ensure that public
representatives and security chiefs who
fail in their duties are forced to gen-
uinely reckon with that failure before
anything else. But in Israel today, guilt
has vanished.

Subordinating morality to electoral
outcomes has produced a society where
anything not criminal is acceptable, and

ything that cannot be into
votes simply does not exist. Even if 27
more October 7s were to occur, the art

of deflecting responsibility would go on
clearing everyone who deserves to be
held to account.

Supporters of the current coalition
will argue, not without reason: “What
do you want from us? There is no nlher

ight-wing, security ded
to vote for.” Without entering that polit-
ical debate, I will say only this: Contrary
to what many believe, casting a ballot is
probably the least significant civic act
available to a citizen.

What actually matters is the ongoing
relationship between the public and its
representatives: the daily demand for
accountability, the refusal to let failure
disappear into the news cycle. If repre-
sentatives were forced to come to the
public first with a genuine reckoning,
and only then did citizens vote accord-
ing to their own preferences, we would
be in far better shape.

In the current situation, where each
side rallies reflexively to protect its own
leader, the arrogance is not even con-
cealed. And accountability is dead.

The writer is the CEQ of the Ribo Center.




10

COMMENT & FEATURES

THURSDAY, JULY 9,

2026 * THE JERUSALEM POST

* By GABRIEL MITCHELL

hile most of the
Israeli public’s
attention has been

focused on the military cam-
paign against Iran and its prox-
ies and the upcoming elections,
several commercial decisions
in the Eastern Mediterranean
have gone largely unnoticed
that carry real costs for Israel’s
long-term energy security.
Israel expanded its natural gas
export agreement with Egypt -
the largest in its history - while
ENI and TotalEnergies com-
mitted Cyprus’s Kronos field
to Egyptian liquefaction termi-
nals, and QatarEnergy signed
a new i

Israel’s energy blind spot

straightforward commercial
decision. Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu delayed the
deal for months before approv-
ing it under American pressure,
and only agreed to do so after
the inclusion of clawback claus-
es designed to protect Israeli
supply in the event of future
domestic shortages.

Whether those safeguards are
sufficient - and whether they
will hold under the commer-
cial and diplomatic pressure
that accompanies a long-term
export relationship - is a ques-
tion that hasn’t been seriously
debated.

The problem is that two of
the Eastern Mediterranean’s
most signi gas assets will

with Egypt encompassing East-
ern Mediterranean infrastruc-
ture.

Individually, each decision
has a defensible commercial
rationale. But together, they
point towards a regional energy
architecture that concentrates
exposure around a single node,
placing Israeli energy security
atrisk.

On paper, exporting natural
gas to Egypt makes sense. Egypt
has a large and growing domes-
tic energy market, operational
liquefaction infrastructure in
Idku and Damietta, and fewer
immediate political compli-
cations than some alternative
routes. Compared to a pipeline
to Cyprus or a floating ING
facility offshore, routing gas
through Egypt requires less new
infrastructure and fewer parties
need to be brought to the table.

Chevron, as operator of both
the Leviathan and Tamar fields,
has its own reasons to prefer a
well-established export route.
When the most financially
rewarding route runs through
Egypt, that is where the gas will
flow.

It is worth recalling that the
extension of the Leviathan
export agreement was not a

flow through the same node,
making Egypt's economic and
political stability variables in
Israel’s energy security.

Egypt has been managing
fiscal pressure, currency vola-
tility, and dependence on IMF
support. However, it remains
a complicated anchor for
a regional energy architec-
ture. Its dependence on Gulf
financial support, particularly
Qatari capital, is growing, and
the QatarEnergy investment
agreement only deepens that
dynamic.

A state serving simultane-
ously as a transit hub for other
countries’ gas and as a recipient
of Qatari financing is not in
an unc

WORKERS ON the Tamar gas processing rig 24 km off the Israeli southern coast of Ashkelon.

(Moshe Shai/Flash90)

ENI, and TotalEnergies, Anka-
ra has accumulated influence
over future permit decisions,
investment patterns, and proj-
ect timetables across the region.

Turkey's “Blue Homeland”
maritime claims have not gone
away; they have been comple-
mented by a commercial tool-
kit that achieves similar ends
without the international crit-
icism that naval brinkmanship

d

position. For Israel, whose rela-
tionship with Qatar has been
complicated by Doha’s rela-
tionship with Hamas, the pros-
pect of Qatari capital acquiring
influence over the infrastruc-
ture through which Israeli gas
flows deserves serious atten-
tion.

Turkey has also been making
strategic decisions over the past
decade. Through commercial
agreements between state-
owned BOTAE and operators
including Chevron, BP, Shell,

This matters for Israel because
the operators Turkey has culti-
vated relationships with are the
same ones whose participation
would be required for future
energy infrastructure projects:
new gas pipelines, undersea
electricity interconnectors, and
corridors like IMEC.

That leverage grants Ankara
influence over whether those
projects advance, stall, or get
rerouted in ways that work
against Israeli interests.

This should not be under-

stood as a critique of the Isra-
el-Egypt energy relationship,
which has come a long way
since the collapse of their previ-
ous arrangement in 2012, and
the Eastern Mediterranean Gas
Forum remains an important
platform.

But it would be derelict to
ignore how commercial logic
has produced a chokepoint
that leaves Israel with limited
options if the Egyptian route
underperforms, if Qatari influ-
ence produces outcomes that
run counter to Israeli interests,
or if Turkey’s leverage is exer-
cised against connectivity proj-
ects that could swing Israel’s
economic future.

Israel’s domestic energy out-
look adds greater urgency. At
present, 70% of Israel’s power
generation depends on natu-
ral gas. Under current trajec-
tories, domestic reserves are
expected to last two to three
decades, though demand is not

static; electrification of trans-
port, population growth, and
the expansion of data centers
will all accelerate projections of
when Israel reaches peak gas.

The long-term export con-
tracts that made commercial
sense today will narrow the
state’s options at exactly the
moment when flexibility will
matter most.

SO WHAT should Israel actual-
ly be doing?

The 3+1 framework - the
partnership among Greece,
Cyprus, Israel, and the United
States - has entertained infra-
structure projects that would
reduce Israeli dependence on
the Egyptian hub. To date, it
has not produced a major ener-
&Y project.

The Great Sea Interconnector,
an undersea electricity cable
connecting Israel, Cyprus, and
Greece, has been in develop-
ment for years and remains

plagued by financing and tech-
nical challenges - one of several
examples that expose the gap
between political declarations
and private sector interests.
The closure of the Strait of
Hormuz has shifted that calcu-
lus. Unlike the interconnector,
whose commercial case rests
on long-term grid integration,
a Cyprus-based ING facili-
ty addresses a specific market
need: a reliable export path-
way that does not run through

it
'fT'\’e Christodoulides gov-
ernment has shown interest
in building such a facility near
Vasilikos. But Cyprus has its
own political ¢ that

domestic supply reliability and
maximizing export volume.

Accelerating renewable
deployment, scaling energy
storage, and building grid flexi-
bility are not optional. They are
what Israel will need when gas
reserves decrease and export
commitments peak simultane-
ously.

The window for action is nar-
row. Israel’s post-war agenda
and domestic disputes will con-
sume the government’s time
and resources, and American
engagement in the region can-
not be assumed to continue in
its current form.

The main question is wheth-
erac ercial entity can nav-

have complicated its ability to
translate energy ambitions into
congrete projects.

Relying on legacy politi-
cal structures to deliver what
they have consistently failed to
deliver would be a mistake. Isra-
el should be meeting Cypriot
interest with pipeline feasibility
studies, development finance
engagement, and offtake agree-
ments - NOt warm communi-
ques and ministerial visits.

The Abraham Accords estab-
lished a framework for energy
cooperation with the UAE that
has largely gone unexploited.
Mubadala’s recent acquisition
of an 11% stake in Tamar signals
genuine Emirati interest. Their
development finance could
play a meaningful role in mak-
ing alternative infrastructure
routes commercially viable,

is an earnest effort to bridge
political and commercial inter-
ests - a priority for Israel’s next
government.

Israel also needs to treat gas
revenues as seed capital for
what comes after gas. Chevron
controls much of domestic pro-
duction while serving as the
principal exporter, a dual role
that creates tension between

igate the noise and the nuances
of Israel-Cyprus relations, to
translate political interest intoa
bankable infrastructure project
before that window closes.

When Tamar and Leviathan
were discovered in 2009 and
2010, Israel was satisfied with
securing any viable export
route. Its energy arrangement
with Egypt delivered, and the
benefits have been real. But the
commercial logic that dictated
those decisions should not be
the sole determinant of Israeli
strategy in the decades ahead.

As Israel transitions out of
wartime toward a period where
domestic demand and export
commitments will peak simul-
taneously, it faces a version of
the same vulnerability it has
watched Gulf states confront
during the Hormuz crisis: a sin-
gle choke point, built not by
accident but by the accumulat-
ed logic of past decisions.

The question is whether Israel
will use the current window to
diversify before that vulnera-
bility becomes a strategic con-
straint.

The writer is a Senior Polic
low at Mitvim - the Israeli Insti
tute for Regional Foreign Policies
and a Visiting Fellow at the Ger-
man Marshall Fund.

Twenty vyears after Israel’s Class Action

The world’'s most dangerous
human rights violation

Law, is it time to recalibrate the system?

+ By MENI NEEMAN and MICHAL LIPEL

wenty years after Israel’s Class Actions

Law came into force, one conclusion

has become increasingly clear: class
actions remain an indispensable mechanism
for protecting the public. Yet precisely because
they are such a powerful legal tool, they must
be used with greater precision, restraint, and
responsibility.

The original premise of the law was both
simple and compelling. It enabled individual
citizens to challenge widespread but relatively
small-scale injuries, claims that would not
justify individual litigation but, collectively,
represent significant public damage. In that
sense, class actions opened the courthouse
doors to people who otherwise might never
have had their day in court.

But any mechanism designed to balance
power can itself create imbalance if it expands
without sufficient oversight. The question
today is no longer whether class actions are
necessary, they unquestionably are. The real
question is whether the legal system is ade-
quately distinguishing between lawsuits that
genuinely serve the public interest and those
that ultimately burden it.

This is not merely a theoretical concem.
In today’s business environment, every legal
risk carries a price. Broad litigation exposure
inevitably affects the cost of doing business,
and those costs may ultimately be reflected
in the prices consumers pay for products and
services.

A mature system requires mature rules

In the years immediately following the law’s
enactment, the emphasis was naturally on
encouraging use of the new legal mechanism
by making class actions more accessible and
creating meaningful incentives to expose
widespread wrongdoing.

That phase was necessary. But two decades
later, Israel’s class action landscape has
matured into a sophisticated and highly pro-
fessional field. If the evolution were compared
tosports, it has progressed from amateur com-
petition to the professional leagues.

In such an environment, the courts’ role
extends beyond simply opening the gates,
They must also referee the game.

For example, when a class action is filed
without an adequate pre-litigation demand,
when a defendant provides a substantive
response but litigation nevertheless proceeds,
or when a plaintiff continues pursuing claims
despite judicial indications that the legal argu-
ments are particularly weak, the courts should
send a clear message: meritless litigation car-
ries consequences, including realistic cost
awards against unsuccessful plaintiffs.

Israeli case law has already begun moving
in this direction, but a more consistent policy
may be warranted.

Such an approach would not weaken the

MENI NEEMAN, deputy CEO and chief legal
counsel at The Phoenix Group. (Inbal Mamari)

class action mechanism. On the contrary,
drawing a sharper distinction between strong
and weak claims would reinforce public con-
fidence in the system while ensuring that
judicial and business resources are devoted to
cases involving genuine public harm.

‘When a shield becomes a sword

Discussion of class actions often focuses
narrowly on legal rights without adequately
considering their broader economic implica-
tions or whether the public benefit of a partic-
ular lawsuit outweighs its overall societal cost.

Litigation expenses, settlements, attorneys’
fees, system modifications, increased reserves,
and ongoing legal defense do not exist in a
vacuum. In many cases these costs are fully
justified because they remedy genuine wrong-
doing.

In others, however, where the public benefit
is limited and the systemic costs are substan-
tial, an important question arises: can a legal

insurance companies and pension funds,
whose relationships with customers often
span decades.

When legal claims are characterized as con-
tinuing causes of action, decisions and agree-
ments made many years earlier may be judged
according to today’s legal standards rather
than those that existed when the conduct
occurred.

The issue is not whether institutions should
be held accountable when they harm the
public, they should. Rather, the concern is
retrospective judgment of conduct that may
have complied with prevailing industry prac-
tices and regulatory guidance at the time.

As time passes, reconstructing the relevant
documents, circumstances and decision-mak-
ing processes becomes increasingly difficult,
even as legal exposure may continue expand-

This calls for both legislative and judicial
balance: protecting consumers from genu-
ine harm while providing reasonable legal
certainty for institutions that acted in accor-
dance with the law, accepted market practices
and regulatory expectations that existed at
the time.

The economic implications are significant.
Historical legal uncertainty influences risk
pricing, capital allocation, long-term product
management and financial institutions’ abili-
ty to plan for the future.

A smarter form of lon

The next stage in the evolution of Israel’s
class action system should not involve weak-
ening the mechanism but managing it more
effectively.

Courts should continue encouraging law-
suits that expose widespread wrongdoing and
generate meaningful public benefit, while dis-
couraging litigation that primarily produces
costs, pressure and settlements without suffi-
cient public value through the imposition of
realistic Iegal costs.

tool to protect cc y

also has an important role to

increase the prices they pay? .

The appropriate test, therefore, should not
be limited to whether a legal cause of action
exists, but whether the proceeding produces a
net public benefit.

The United States illustrates what can hap-
pen when the pendulum swings too far. Deci-
sions by the US Supreme Court enforcing
arbitration agreements that waive class action
rights have significantly limited collective liti-
gation in many circumstances.

Israel need not adopt such an approach. But
it should recognize the lesson: when a legal
mechanism comes to be viewed as unbal-
anced, the response may be excessive restric-
tion, leaving the public worse off.

The long tail of liability
One of the most significant challenges
affects institutional bodies such as banks,

The
play by establishing clearer boundaries regard-
ing continuing causes of action, pre-litigation
notice requirements, economic incentives,
and the broader public costs of litigation.

A mature legal system is measured not only
by its ability to open the courthouse doors,
but also by its ability to determine when cases
should be filtered, focused and directed.

Class actions should remain a sharp instru-
ment in the hands of the public. But the
effectiveness of a sharp instrument depends
not only on its power, but on the precision
with which it is used. If this legal mechanism
is to retain public trust, legitimacy, and effec-
tiveness over the next 20 years, it may be time
to recalibrate it.

Meni Neeman is deputy CEO and chief legal
counsel at The Phoenix Group.

Michal Lipel is an attorney in the company’s
Legal Advisory Department.

* By ALAN DERSHOWITZ

ntisemitism - the hatred of Jews -
A is more dangerous today than other

forms of bigotry, such as racism,
homophobia, sexism, and anti-Islamism.

All these forms of bigotry are dangerous
and far too prevalent, but the difference is
the trajectory. With regard to all other forms
of bigotry and discrimination, the trajecto-
ry is moving in the right direction. Today,
hardly anyone justifies these other bigot-
ries. Indeed, considerable governmental
and non-governmental resources are being
devoted to opposing them.

But with regard to antisemitism, the tra-
jectory is clearly in the wrong direction.
Antisemitism is increasing rapidly through-
out the United States and in the rest of the
world. i it’s di d as anti-Zion-

growing antisemitism, I was booed and heck-
led. That was several years ago. I'm sure it
would be even truer today among many
Democrats, but certainly among Democratic
Socialists of America.

Among those booing and trivializing
antisemitism would be some Jews on the
hard Left. These are the same kind of Jews
who voted for Adolf Hitler in 1932 because
they thought he would be good for the econ-
omy. And he was, at least in the short term!

Democrats such as sens. Elizabeth Warren
and Bernie Sanders are supporting a neo-Na-
zi candidate for the Senate who proudly wore
a death head tattoo for many years. They
believe that Democratic control of the Senate
is more important than combating antisem-
itism.

If1 were a non-| J:'\v 1 Muuld today prioritize

ismand anti-Israelism, but clearly, this hatred
would not be directed at Israel if it were not
the nation-state of the Jewish people.

Many nations have worse human rights
records, and they tyrannize their own peo-
ple. Israel may be a flawed democracy, but it
is a democracy committed to equality and
the rule of law.

Even assuming falsely that anti-Zionism
and anti-Israelism have nothing to do with
Jew-hatred, it is still true dm( antisemitism,

to Israel, is

the world at a pace reminiscent of the 1930s
in Germany. Jews, especially visible Jews, are
being subjected to beatings, taunts, threats,
and overt discrimination in many cities of
the world. This includes cities with a signifi-
cant Jewish presence, such as New York, Los
Angeles, Paris, and London.

The virus of Jew-hatred is spreading quickly
and taking on new forms. Anyone who con-
siders themselves a civil rights activist, a civil
libertarian, or an egalitarian must now prior-
itize Jew-hatred as the most serious threat. To
ignore Jew-hatred in the face of its increasing
manifestations is to become as complicit as
those who ignored similar developments in
the 1930s, both in Europe and in the US.

The mantra of human rights and civil lib-
erties has always been “the worst first.” This
means prioritizing the most dangerous abus-
esand threats. In the 1950s, it was anti-Black
racism. In later years, it was homophobia and

Xism.

Efforts to combat these evils are on the road
to success as more and more people reject
these inequalities. Today, almost no one jus-
tifies them. It is completely different in regard
to Jews. Many radical leftists, including many
Democratic Socialists of America, accuse Jews
of “white privilege,” thus justifying applying
adouble standard to them.

1 recall attending a Democratic Party fund-
raiser on Martha’s Vineyard where many
questions were asked about anti-Black rac-
ism. When 1 tried to ask a question about

to as I prioritized
Black feminist, and gay issues as a non-Black,
non-woman, and non-gay civil rights advo-
cate back in the day. “To everything there
is a season.” Tragically, this is the season for
Jew-hatred.

So it must now become the season for pri-
oritizing the fight against Jew-hatred in its
many manifestations.

Turge my fellow rights advocates to join me
in prioritizing the fight against the spread of
antisemitism. This is the right cause at the
right moment and in the right place.

When the mayor of New York calls Ameri-
can citizens who support Israel “monsters,”
that sounds more like what a German mayor
might have said in 1932. Imagine a mayor
saying that Americans who support Black
Lives Matter are “monsters”! Or a mayor
demonizing activists for gay and transgender
people as “monsters.”

But Mayor Zohran Mamdani can get
away with calling Jews who support Israel
by a word that has been used by antisem-
ites throughout history. If Jews were indeed
“monsters,” then it would be appropriate to
deal with them the way societies have long
dealt with monsters.

By dehumanizing a group, as the Nazis
dehumanized Jews, and as the Stalinists
demonized Zionists, it makes it much easier
to Kill them and treat them as subhuman.
And now the mayor of New York is demon-
izing American Jewish supporters of Israel.

So all those who fought legitimately for
the rights of Blacks, women, and gays must
now join the struggle by Jews for equality,
decency, and safety. To do anything less
would be hypocritical at best and complicit
at its worst.

The writer, Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law,
emeritus, is author of over S0 books; among
them The Price of Principle: Why Integrity
is Worth the Consequences (2022) and Get
Trump: the Threat to Civil Liberties, Due
Process, and Our Constitutional Rule of Law
(2023).
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ENCOUNTERING PEACE

* By GERSHON BASKIN

here isa war taking place
in Israel today. It is not
the war most people are

watching. It is not being fought
by two armies facing each
other across a battlefield. It is
a one-sided war, waged open-
ly by right-wing extremists
and their violent settler agents
against Palestinians in the West
Bank.

The Palestinians are the
immediate victims. Their
homes, fields, cars, olive trees,
livestock, villages, and daily
lives are under attack. Families
are being frightened off their
land. Shepherds are being driv-
en from grazing areas. Farmers
are prevented from reaching
their fields. Water supplies are
being cut off. Entire commu-
nities are forced to live under
constant threat.

But we Israelis must under-
stand something deeper and
more frightening: The Palestin-
ians are the victims, but the tar-
get is liberal democratic Israel.

This is a war against the rule
of law, against equality, against
human dignity, against the
authority of the courts, against

Palestinians.

For them, even the current
reality isonly a stage on the way
to their largest religious project:
changing the status quo on the
Temple Mount by d:struymk

We are at war

lowing it out from within.
They are moving forward all
the time, and they are succeed-
ing. Tens of Palestinian com-
munities have already been dis-
placed. Hundreds of new settle-
ments have been established.
Settler control has expanded
over vast areas of the West Bank
through outposts, farms, roads,
secunly zones, infrastructure,

the ques and
the Temple.

Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich and those who share
his ideology are not merely
expanding settlements and
building new facts on the
ground. They are advancing a
revolutionary project. There are
no secrets. The plan was writ-
ten and published years ago by
Smotrich himself.

Their goal is to replace demo-
cratic Israel with a religious-na-
tionalist regime in which Jew-
ish supremacy becomes law,
Palestinian existence is treated
as a problem to be removed,
and liberal Israelis are dismissed
as traitors, anarchists, or obsta-
cles to be defeated.

This is why settler violence is
not a side issue. It is not “hill-
top youth” misbehavior. It is
not the work of a few wild boys
or a handful of rogue ranch-
cxs l\ ls nul m.m,mal It is the
of an

the army as a state i
and against the idea that the
state must serve all of its citizens
rather than one messianic cause
- creating the kingdom of God.
The political right-wing
extremists and their violent set-
tier agents and soldiers do not
want the Israel promised in our
Declaration of Independence.
They do not want a state based
on freedom, justice, peace, and
equality. They want a messian-
ic, religious, halachic kingdom
of God. They want sovereignty
without democracy, Judaism
without morality, power with-
out restraint, and land without

Idmlugy lhal now sits inside
the government of Israel, the
Istaeli army, the Shin Bet (Isra-
el Security Agency), and soon
deep inside our judicial system.

It is strategic, systematic,
and advancing according to
plan. Its representatives con-
trol key levers of state power:
the Finance Ministry, the Civil
Administration, large parts of
the policing system in the West
Bank, and growing influence
inside the army and the securi-
ty establishment. They do not
need to overthrow the state
from the outside. They are hol-

and direct vio-
lence. More and more land is
being brought violently under
their control while the Israeli
public barely notices.

This is how they are defeating
us,

WHEN PALESTINIANS are
attacked and the state does not
protect them, Israel is being
changed. When soldiers pro-
tect settlers while settlers ram-
page, Israel is being changed.
When ministers justify, excuse,
or encourage this violence, Isra-
el is being changed.

When the state connects set-
tlements and outposts - even
those illegal under Israeli law -
o water, electricity, roads, and
security, Israel is being changed.
When the law is applied differ-
ently to Jews and Palestinians,
democracy is being hollowed
out from within.

Israel cannot remain demo-
cratic while tolerating violence
carried out in the name of Juda-
ism and Jewish land. A Jewish
state cannot remain morally
Jewish while allowing Jews to
terrorize another people. A free
society cannot survive when
violent extremists are permit-
ted to rule by fear because their
violence serves a larger ideolog-
ical goal.

‘We must be clear: Opposing
violent settlers is notanti-Israel.
It is an act of loyalty to Israel.
Defending Palestinians from
settler terror is not only a Pal-
estinian cause. It is an Israeli
democratic necessity. It is also

A BULLET hole is seen in the window of a restaurant after it was burned down by settlers during an attack in a village near
Nablus in the West Bank, earlier this year. (jsafar Ashtiyeh/AFP via Getty Images)

a Jewish necessity, because
Judaism that becomes a tool
of domination, revenge, and
supremacy is not the Judaism
that can sustain a moral nation-
al home for the Jewish people.

THE STRUGGLE today is not
only between Israelis and Pal-
estinians. It is also between two
visions of Israel. One vision
is democratic, Jewish, liberal,
pluralistic, humane, and com-
mitted to the rule of law. The
other is messianic, supremacist,
authoritarian, and violent. One
vision understands that Jewish
self-determination must be
joined to moral responsibility.
The other believes that Jewish
power cancels the rights of oth-
ers.

politicians and their violent
settler agents know what they
are fighting for. They are orga-
nized, determined, and pro-
tected. They have an ideology,
a strategy, political leadership,
rabbis who give religious lan-
guage to their actions, minis-
ters who open doors for them
inside the state, and an army
that too often protects them
rather than restrains them.
They are not waiting for per-
mission from the Israeli major-
ity. They are moving forward.
What about us? The majority
of Israelis want quiet. We want
to live our lives, raise our chil-
dren, recover from trauma, and
avoid another internal battle.
Many of us speak of a desire for
unity. Many of us do not see
what is in the hills

The right-wing

and valleys of the West Bank.
Many of us prefer not to see it.
Some of us tell ourselves that it
is faraway, that it concerns only
Palestinians, or that the army
and police know what they are
doing.

But silence is not neutrality.
Silence is surrender.

While the majority of us look
away, a determined minority is
reshaping our country. While
we Israelis argue about politics
asusual, this waris being fought
with almost no resistance from
those who claim to care about
Israel’s democratic future.

The question is whether we
understand what we are losing.

We are losing the rule of law.
We are losing the moral author-
ity of the army. We are losing
the possibility of future peace.

We are losing our standing in
the world. We are losing the
Judaism of human dignity.
We are losing the Israel that
promised equality to all its cit-
izens and sought peace with its
neighbors.

If we do not stop them, the
Palestinians will continue to
suffer first. But Israel - dem-
ocratic Israel, liberal Israel,
decent Israel, the Israel that still
has a chance to live in peace
with its neighbors - may be the
final casualty.

This is a war. It is time for
democratic Israelis to under-
stand that we are already in it.

The writer is the Middle East
director of the Intemational Com-
munities Organization and the
co-head of the Alliance for Two
States.

Rebuilding starts with education

Hijacking history

* By OFEK MEIR

very year on Tisha B'Av, Jews through-

out the world mourn the destruction

of the First and Second Temples. We
read the Book of Lamentations, recite ancient
kinot, and remember the loss of the Temples.

Yet Jewish tradition sees Tisha B'Av as more
than remembrance. It asks every generation:
What kind of society are we building today?

‘The Sages taught that while the First Temple
was destroyed because of grave moral failures,
the Second Temple was destroyed because
of Sinat Chinam (baseless hatred). Whether
understood historically or metaphorically,
their message remains timeless.

A society begins to crumble when trust dis-
appears, people stop seeing one another as
partners in a shared covenant, and disagree-
ment turns into hostility. The destruction of
the Temple was therefore not only a collapse
of buildings but also an echo of a society’s
collapse.

That insight feels painfully relevant today.

Over the past several years, Israeli society
has endured extraordinary strain: political
polarization, the trauma of October 7, the
ongoing war, the anguish of the hostages and
their families, the grief of bereaved families,
the suffering of the wounded and their loved
ones, and profound disagreements about the
country’s future.

These wounds transcend any one govern-
ment. They reflect enduring questions at the
heart of the Zionist project: How dowe remain
both a Jewish and democratic state? How do
we preserve deep convictions without losing
the ability to listen? How do we transform
disagreement into shared purpose?

While these questions often dominate polit-
ical debate, they cannot be answered by poli-
tics alone. At their core, they are educational
questions.

As an educator and rabbi, | believe rebuild-
ing Israeli society begins in classrooms, youth

C ity centers, sy
universities, and around family tables. ll
begins wherever young people learn not only
mathematics and history, but also how to
become responsible human beings.

Judaism has never viewed education as just
a transmission of information but as a tool for
the formation of character, the cultivation of
imagination, and the practice of learning how
to live together.

This is why the mourning of Tisha B'’Av nat-
urally leads us toward education. If destruc-
tion begins with the erosion of human rela-
tionships, rebuilding must begin with the
teaching of humility, empathy, curiosity,
responsibility, and the. ability to dnaglve wnlh<
out hatred.

One rabbinic teaching states that Jerusalem
was destroyed because people insisted only on
strict justice and failed to act Lifnim Mishurat
Hadin - beyond the letter of the law.

A healthy society cannot survive on rights

CHILDREN RETURN to school at Gamla Primary School in the Golan Heights, earlier this

year. (Michael Giladi/Flash90)

agree.
These virtues cannot simply be legislated;
they must be cultivated through education.

THIS MISSION is even more urgent in the age
of artificial intelligence.

Al summarizes books composes essav;,
seconds. If edm.mun dehnes itself pnm.xril\
as the transfer of knowledge, machines will
inevitably outperform us,

But education, especially Jewish education,
has never been primarily about knowledge.
Its purpose is to cultivate wisdom rather than
information, judgment rather than calcula-
tion, conscience rather than efficiency, cre-
ativity rather than repetition, and meaning
rather than productivity.

Al may help us answer questions, but only
human beings can decide which questions are
worth asking. Only human beings can choose
compassion over indifference, dialogue over
contempt, and hope over despair.

The rise of Al makes Jewish education more,
not less, essential.

Our tradition is built around conversation
rather than certainty. The pages of the Talmud
preserve disagreement instead of erasing it

Education should not produce ideological
conformity but responsible citizenship, moral
resilience, and hope.

‘We also need a richer understanding of Jew-
ish identity.

Being a Jewish state is not only about pre-
serving Jewish symbols. It means striving to
embody Jewish moral aspirations: human dig-
nity, justice, compassion, responsibility for
the stranger, care for vulnerable people, and
an unwavering commitment to the sanctity
of life.

Likewise, democracy is more than a political
system. It is a culture of listening, restraint,
shared responsibility, and respect for every
person’s dignity.

The challenge before Israel and, in many
ways, before Jewish ¢ througt

How messianic extremists weaponize archaeology

* By CHEMI SHIFF

paper, Yisrael Medad inadvertently

captured the central crisis facing Israeli
archaeology today. In just a few short para-
graphs, he demonstrated exactly how the
discipline is being hijacked by messianic
extremists. These actors are doing every-
thing in their power to weaponize archaeol-
ogy, transforming it from a scientific tool for
understanding the region’s diverse history
into a political mechanism to dispossess Pal-
estinians and violate both Israeli and inter-
national law.

Medad is, in fact, an expert in this weapon-
ization. A quick look at his biography reveals
that in 1981 he moved to the settlement of
Shiloh - established two years earlier under
the guise of an “archaeological camp” to
Lhwar( the ongoing peace negotiations with
E;

Wlule the settlers failed to derail that his-
toric peace agreement, they have spent the
decades since perfecting the use of archae-
ology to promote their messianic ideology
and sabotage future diplomatic efforts. Their
crowning achievement is the creation of the
“archaeological settlement.”

I n a recent article published in this news-

The p of arc

Pioneered by the Elad Foundation, this
model has for the past 30 years been evolv-
ing at the archaeological site in Silwan to
become a tourist attraction that il

appointment was canceled by the Senior
Appointments Committee in Israel due to
lack of compliance with the threshold con-
ditions for the role.

The common denominator in these
maneuvers is not the protection of heritage.
Rather, they expose a political faction will-
ing to sacrifice the professional credibility
and international standing of Israeli archae-
ology on the altar of political gain.

Pushback from
the archaeological community

Fortunately, the archaeological commu-
nity is finally waking up. Their recent push-
back played a crucial role in thwarting some
of these threats, proving that professionals
can indeed defend their discipline when
they choose to.

The Israel Exploration Society - with the
backing of the rest of the archaeological
community - decided to conduct the con-
ference in the Hebrew University of Jerusa-
lem rather than ban a fellow archaeologis
just because he was critical of the minister’s
ideology.

Members of the archaeological communi-
ty openly objected to the bill to use archae-
ology as a first step for the annexation of
the West Bank throughout the proceedings
conducted in the Knesset, as well as to Sch-
reiber’s appointment as the new director of
the [AA.

As Medad inadvertently highlighted,
arcl y is at a cr Down one

tells the story of ancient Jerusalem. In realili/,
archaeology serves as a facade for displacing
the local Palestinian community.

Over the past decade, this model has been
replicated across the West Bank, making
arc gy an integral tool for violating

the world is not to choose between lhese mmv
mitments but to deepen both si

Palestinian rights and creeping toward de
facto i

Tisha B'Av is not a day of despair. We mourn
because Judaism refuses to normalize broken-
ness. We remember because memory creates
responsibility. Embedded within this day
is the conviction that what human beings
destroy, human beings can also rebuild.

Perhaps Jerusalem’s rebuilding will not
begin with stone. Perhaps it will begin with

because truth is rarely p by a single
wvoice. Long before modern democracy, the
Beit Midrash (study hall) taught that respectful
argument can itself become a sacred act.

In a world shaped by algorithms that
reward outrage and certainty, Jewish learn-
ing reminds us that complexity is not weak-
ness but strength, that disagreement need not
destroy community but could be the root of
its blessed diversity, and that listening is itself
amoral discipline.

This is the kind of leadership our societies
now require: educators who are not mere-
lv transmitters of curriculum but builders of

alone. It also requires g restraint,

ity, teachers rooted in Jewish tradi-

compassion, and a hﬂhnwess to recognize
the humanity of those with whom we dis-

(\on while remaining open to broader human
conversation.

cor i that restore trust, classrooms
that cultivate wisdom, schools that teach
respectful disagreement, families that model
compassion, and communities that refuse to
surrender to cynicism.

Perhaps the rebuilding of Jerusalem begins
when we become what Isaiah called repairers
of the breach. Every act of education becomes
another stone in that rebuilding.

This year, as we mourn the destruction of
the Temples, may we also ask ourselves what
kind of society we wish to rebuild, and may we
find the courage not only to remember what
was lost, but to become among those who
heal and revive the Israeli society.

The writer is headmaster and managing director
of the Leo Baeck Education Center.

For years, much of Israel’s archaeological
community yen'ed as a silent axmmphce
to this i Many p 1
believed that if they stuck to their research
and avoided politics, the settlers would view
them as a strategic asset and leave them
alone.

But as demonstrated in the past four years,
the messianic Right now demands active
ideological submission: In April 2025, Her-
itage Minister Amichai Eliyvahu - a member
of the extreme-right Otzma Yehudit party
- said that he will not allow the 49th Annu-
al Archaeological Congress of the Israel
Exploration Society to take place in the IAA
headquarters unless a professor critical of
politicized archaeology was banned from
participation.

Since August 2024, the Knesset has
advanced a bill utilizing archaeology as a
pretext for West Bank ion. In May,

path lies complete submission to politi-

cal benefactors. This route would strip the

discipline of its ability to conduct critical

resean.h deepening its moLmon from the
academic ¢

If the settlers complete their anempl to
annex the discipline, Israeli archaeologis
would be left to collaborate solely with reli-
gious institutions specializing in pseudo-ar-
chaeology - groups whose goal is not to
uncover historical truth but to corroborate
the New Testament and hasten Armaged-
don. (Tellingly, the only international par-
ticipants in the “international” conference
Medad recently attended were Evangelical
representatives.)

It should be stressed that this isn’t even just
my opinion. In a recent interview to Makor
Rishon, the deputy manager of the Staff Offi-
cer for Archaeology stated that “researchers
are fleeing Judea and Samaria like wildfire,
we are in a free fall.”

Down the other path lies the courageous,
less-trodden route that some archaeologists
have cautiously begun to navigate this past
year. It will not be easy. It requires fighting
not only for the integrity of the profession
but against its use as an instrument of dis-

and ianic fervor. Time will

the same minister appointed Esti Schreiber
to manage the Israel Antiquities Authori-
ty, despite her being glaringly underquali-
fied for the role. Since then, the proposed

tell which path the Israeli archaeological
community will choose.

The writer is an archacologist and head of
research at Emek Shaveh.
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haunting Jews today

tion, with a highly disti

has seemed for half a century or more

like me) in a world of Jewish day

pearing. What do we do now?

Jewish Nicholas Lemann way of life, or as another of the many that one could achieve — throughbeing  schools, Jewish summer camps, gap It helps to begin by adjusting expec-
America is ethnic groupsin the American melting successful, culturally Jewish, Zionist, years studying in Israel between high tations. It’s an illusion to think that

& ith pot, one that happens also to have a liberal and not especially observant — school and college, little blue tin boxes Jewishness can ever be entirely com-
coping wi g ition? Long he blended that i in which a few coins for Israel would be  fortable or that our identity can be
a collective 1havea letter that my father wrote to establishment of the state of Israel, eluded Jews. deposited just before the Sabbath. In made to comport seamlessly with
idenlity the rabbi at Temple Sinaiin New Or- debates over Zionism werea way of This set of certainties has evapo- many American Jewish families that some set of universal ideals. We are,
s leans, where he was a third-generation arguing about this. rated. Today, Israel is the pariah nation  fled Europe, it was the luck of thedraw historically and also in the present,

member, 60 years ago. We were par\ of
the local Jewi:

My father was anadherent of the
Platform of 1885, the found-

family had amved in Louisiana fmm
Germany back in 1836. | was 12 lheage
when Jewish boys would

ing document of American Reform
Judaism. One n( its central precepts was

preparing for a bar mitzvah.

My father was upset about a national
publication for Jewish children, called
‘World Over, that I had brought home
from the temple’s Sunday school. He
had two objections: First, World Over
was “pretty s!mng Zionist or lsmeh

d, it
“open crmclsm of American policy in
Vietnam.

Not Inng after this, my Jewish educa-
tion came to an end; maybe most Amer-
ican Jewish boys my age were going to
be bar mitzvahs, but not L. For years
after that, my family never did anything
explicitly Jewish. Our preferred way of
being Jewish was disappearing.

Back then, World Over represented
the direction in which American Juda-
ism was heading. Politically, most

ican Jew: liberal D

(and still are). Most were also ardently
Zionist, and they considered thattobea
liberal stance — to them it meant sup-
porting a fragile social-democratic
nation established as a home for refu-
gees, which had wrested itsindepend-
ence from the British Empire and im-
mediately had to defend itself against
the hostile armies of the surrounding
countries. My father, who considered
himself a Southern gentleman, was
neither liberal nor Zionist, so he was
deeply uncomfortable with the stand-
ard-issue American Jewish positions of

theday.
Over the years, 1

Llonow seems h}:we mw;ese toward

the way of being
possible to Jewish that my
be m"{"“ father rejected. But
ably Jewish, today, my way of
Zionist, liberal  being Jewish stands
and accepted as another or-
outside the phaned version of
Jewish world, American Jewish-

ness,as my father’s

very different ver-

sion was all those

years ago. With jarring suddenness, it
now seems no longer possible to beat
once comfortably Jewish, and also
Zionist, and also liberal, and also fully
accepted outside the Jewish world.

Jewish Americaisinakind of col-
lective identity crisis, as the new con-
tours of our place in the world, since the
Hamas massacre of Oct. 7,2023, and
Israel's brutally conducted subsequent
wars, have emerged. Open antisemi-
tism has awakened from one of its
periodic slumbers.

IHAVE SPENT THE PAST FEW YEARS re-
searching my family’s history, going
back to our roots in Germany in the late
18th century. What that has made clear
tomeis how fraught the project of Jew-
ishmembership in the wider world has
always been. For most of Jewish his-
tory, the great majority of Jews have
lived in separate, self-contained, ob-
servant Jewish communities. Then,
with the coming of the Enlightenment,
inparts of Western Europe, Jews were
gradually — the word will sound
strange in 21st-century America—
“emancipated,” meaning that the ubig-
uitous restrictions on where we could
live, what work we could do, where we
could study and what rights we had
were lifted or at least loosened.

This process was always controver-
sial, externally and internally. The
relanve_ly few nonJews who were

h

this: longera

nation, but a religious community, and

therefore expect neither areturnto

Palestine. . . nor the restoration of any

ofthe laws concemn% the Jewish state.”
Thi o o

of the world, and “Zionist” has become
an epithet, something it’s unacceptable
to be, at least in progressive circles.
Politicians running in Democratic
primaries are routinely prompted to
distance themselves from Israel, and,
often, from the idea of an explicitly
Jewish nation-state; in the Republican
Party, politicians feel pressure from the

ing Jewishidentity tied to a physical
place was never especially popular with

extreme anti-1: | turn taken recently
by conservatives like Tucker Carlson,
Candace Owens and Megyn Kelly, who

whether they wound up in the United
States or Israel. Thriving synagogues
where Israel isn't mentioned, where the
Israeli flag isn't displayed, where the
congregation doesn’t say a weekly
prayer to the Jewish state, are rare,
even in the Reform movement, This
lived experience makes it clear why a
‘Washington Post poll last year showed
that three-quarters of American Jews
agree that Israel is “vital for the long-
term future of the Jewish people,” even

LLUISTRATION MY 5 KIELE YANMAN SOURCE PERTTOGHASES BY BETTMAND,IEA GAY SEALY UNTERWOOD AMIIVES,

much more outsiders than insiders. It
should not be surpnsmg to have that
made manifest again now.

The way of being Jewish that I have
found, after a long journey, is to be
more observant, and more particular-
ist, than I was raised to be. The way [
was raised didn't last, because it jetti-
soned too much ritual and too much
solidarity. A life of Jewish practice and
a sense of shared peoplehood is, for
me, a foundational source of joy and

WILLIAM KAREL

i J Eastern -origin Jews who command large audiences that include as the poll respondents were also structure and meamug. which inno
people like the German hxsmn.-mchns were then arriving in the United States many of their voters. harshly eritical of the gov- way f all the
tian Wilhelm von Dohm, the author of and soon would become the American From the outside, thismay seemtobe  ernment. issues that are roiling the Jewish

*“On the Civil Improvement of the Jews"

Jewish majority; back then, theidea of

(1781) —usually saw the Jewish ch
ter as having been warped by centuries
of oppression, and wanted Jews to

living as fully Americans

adhering to universal values was a

'anwsy mal only prosperous German
tain. Even the Reform

change as the price of We

would adopt last names. We would
inour

pations of peddling, trading and money

lending. We would give up our custom of

de facto self-regulation and submit to

the full authority of the state,

Such opportunities were available, or
even attractive, toonly a few Jews. The
traditional Jewish community, withits
all-encompassing rituals and sense of
solidarity, could be a comfortable place,
one that not everyone longed to escape,
ifthat became an cpuurL "There were
locks i most

aproblem with a straightforward solu-
tion: America’s old-line Jewish organi-
zations need only drop their unquali-
fied, criticism-silencing embrace of the
Israeli government's actions. Then

had o
Zionism by the late 19305, because the
rise of the Nazis made it obvious that the
future of Jews in Europe was bleak.

young ] lead us
into anew non-Zionist version of Ameri-
can Jewishness, one that regards
Theodor Herzl's embrace of political

In the New Orleans of my
where change in all forms was not wel-
comed, we lived in an anachronistic
Pittsburgh Platform bubble. Maintain-
ing it was, increasingly, hard work: The
Holocaust and Israel didn't comport
with our preferred version of the Jewish
condition, so we tried not to talk about
them. Elsewhere, Jewish America was

cases before there were locks outside,”
the historian Salo Baron wroteina
famous essay in 1928.

The familiar categories of Judaism —
Reform, Conservative, Orthodox —
arose, firstin Europe and then in the
United States, out of disagreements
about exactly what post-Enlightenment
Judaism would entail. Reform Judaism,
aimed at revising Jewish practice so
that it would seem less strange to out-

aver Zionist.

THE AMERICAN JEWISH MAJORITY i niow
having its own struggle over the com-
patibility of Jewish identity and main-
stream life. By the last decades of the
20th century, Jews whose families had
come from Eastern Europe had become
mainly middle class while continuing to
think of themselves as being on the side
of the underdog. (German Jews' politi-
cal comfort zone was something closer

Zionism a: recentand
eminently correctable mistake in Jew-
ish history. From the inside, though, the
situation looks very different, and not

Most political movements fail. Zion-
ism’s success in establishing a Jewish
state wasn't inevitable — nothing is —
but it's easier to understand in the
context not only of the mass murder of
Jews in Europe and, after the Second
World War and into the 1970s, our
expulsion from most of the Middle East
and North Africa, but also of Jewish
tradition.

The main story line of the Hebrew
Bible is of an exiled people’s search for
a homeland. Long before Herzl, Jews
prayed facing Jerusalem, and at least

nearly that simple.

Tha de a decades-long journey
from my exit from Temple Sinai to being
anengaged member of a Conservative
congregation in New York, which it's
fair to describe as observant and mainly
on the left politically. The return to
power of Benjamin Netanyahu, at the
head of a far-right coalition, in 2022 was
adevastating blow, compounded by his
government’s failure to prevent the Oct.
7attack and its conduct of the wars that
followed.

But theideathat a psychological
divorce from Israel is possible seems
fanciful. Almost halfof all Jews live
there; many of us have Israeli fnends

have longed for the rebuild-
ing of the Temple there. Zionism
touched a deep collective yearning for
self-determination, for self-protection,
for freedom from perpetual outsider
status, All this makes the idea that
Israel and Zionism can easily be fac-
tored out of American Jewish life seem
almost fantastical. It asks us to give up
a portion of our souls.

‘THE AMERICAN LIBERAL JEWISH majority
has rapidly entered an environment of
increasing violent attacks on syna-
gogues and other Jewish insti

world right now — which, believe me,
we never stop arguing about.

My own advice for the perplexed
among liberal American Jews would
be, first, participate actively in the
religious life of the community. That
will connect you deeply to your people,
back through time and everywhere in
the world in the present. Second, and
inextricably linked, study the Torah
and the other essential texts.

There you will encounter anything
but a world of simple moral verities,
Our patriarchs and matriarchs were
all deeply flawed people, and the con-
sistent failings of our people were
collective as well as individual. Under-
standing that makes for a much better
vantage point from which to contem-
plate the situation of Israel today than
being subjected to litmus tests about
Zionism from people who don't under-
stand how deeply embedded it is in
most Jewish hearts.

Like many aging sons, | find myself
reflecting on my similarities and dif-
ferences with my father. On the sur-
face, we wound up in qu.ue dlfferenl
places,

ublquxmus ccmspualonal and obses-
1

Jewishly. But we both, in the end, have

siders and would b toelite i ofakind thatis famil-  and relatives. Most of sively with been Jews who occupy a hmmal
with prosperous non-Jewish life,imme-  iar today even as German Jews asa visitors. It'shard toimagine aweek mass i space: almo but not quite.
diately engendered, in reaction, the strong category are not.) going by on our resolutely apolitical tensions with Israelis, forced chmces These days, (hat feels like an inescap-
stricter versions of Judaism. The old barriers that for decades had internal email hsl heavily devoted to between Zionism and bl ive destiny.

These disagreements. among Jews governed where you could live and work orelec- the ive world and often hmer

pitting
particularism against universalism. Are
‘we properly understood as a people, a

were falling; a
20th-century, American version of
Jewish emancipation was underway. It

tricians, that doesn't mention Israel asa
routine aspect of life’s logistics.
Many American Jews grew up (un-

private conflicts within congregations
and families. Whatever sense of serene
belonging we once had is rapidly disap-

NICHOLAS LEMANN is the author of “Re-
turning: A Search for Home Across
Three Centuries."
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How do Americans want the world to see
us? Which of the nation’s traits do we
highlight — as a show of our strengths,
asan ion of our values, as an act of

ALl gives us fast answers.
That’s making us dumber.

Anne-Laure Le Cunff

More than 60 percent of Google
searches now end without the user
clicking on a link. We typea queshon.

swered. When an AL answers your
search query in three seconds, the
window closes before curiosity can
deepen. You got what you came for, but
you also lost what would have turned
curiosity into learning: the adjacent
article you might have read, the result-
ing tangent you might have followed,

read an artificial
ed summary of the results and leave
with our answer.

Google is hardly alone. Claude,
ChatGPT and upstart competitors like
Perplexity do roughly the same thing:
They take a question and swiftly re-
turn an answer, compressing what
used to be a meandering journey
through the internet into an immediate
arrival at your destination. The explor-
ative phase of searches — clicking
through links, stumbling onto unex-
pected pages, following a reference
that leads m somewhere unplanned —
is disappes

For anyone who publishes on the
internet, this is a troubling develop-
ment, since it lowers website traffic
and makes it hard to protect and profit
from your intellectual property. But
you might think it is good news for
internet users. Could there be any-
thing wrong with getting a reliable
answer more quickly?
R There is. By short-

‘What used ening the lime be-
tween
tobea question and gemng
an answer, these
JOUTDey IS, tools are actually
now an undermining curi-
immediate osity — and para-
arrival doxically threat-
at your ening our ahlllty to
destination, ~ understand
world.
1 used to work at
Google, about a

decade ago. When I was there, we
often measured the value of internet
content based on factors that indicated
user engagement, like clicks and scroll
depth. The metric Google seemed to
reward — people exploring — is pre-
cisely what its A_I. products are now
designed to eliminate.

1 left Google to study neuroscience,
and what I found in the research liter-
ature helps explain why the AL sum-
mary poses a danger to learning.
Curiosity, it turns out, is not just an
individual’s desire to find out discrete
facts; it's also a feature of our biology
designed to help us learn more
broadly. And it requires a specific
condition: a gap between what you
want to know and what you find out.

have found that people
in a state of curiosity, while waiting for
an answer to an intriguing question,
remember unrelated information they
encounter during that time far better
than they otherwise would. In that
same study, the also

the between two ideas with
no obvious relationship.
Researchers call this incidental

self-definition?

In the past we answered that question
by helping to rebuild Europe after World
War I1, by tackling the scourge of AIDS
in Africa, by sharing our trailblazing
scientific advances and by tapping our
extraordinary wealth.

President Trump is answering it with
brutesi beati hotherto

serves, Asif the torch of liberty can now
shine brighter than ever, because it will
be carried by warriors of such vision
and valor that one of them, upon win-
ning his South Lawn brawl, used his
moment at the mic o crow a cuckoo
credo: “Michelle Obamaisaman!™
That's what a White House obsessed
with trade imbalances s electing to
export. “It's something we want to share
with the world,” Rubio said during his
photo opportunity with White, referri
to mixed martial arts. He called it “one
of those few things we have left in our
country, and I would say in the world,
that brings so many people from so
many different places, so many differ-
ent different

pulps.

I don't mean the desecration of the
‘White House on his 80th hmhday last
month, when he and f his.

points of view together.” That rationale
was acrucial reassurance; otherwise,a
skeptic might wonder if Trump was
simply settingup

cabinet cheered the chokeholds, body
slams and I_zloodshed of Ulumale Fxghl-

U.EC/'s parent com-

An < pany, in which he's

ingCl
Lawn. Or at least I don't mean only that.
Less widely noted than that national
disgrace was an agreement between the
U.F.C. and the Trump administration to
promote such pummeling abroad.
Youread that right: The Amenmn

invested, for ever
greater profits. But
thanks to Rubio, I
now understand
that there’s no self-
enrichment here, No
conflict of interest. Just cage fighting as

had
the Marshall
Plan. This one
has M.M.A.

government is giving its i -

quickly and gleefuuy dissolved the U.S,

BNVISEAAN

much for symphonies; bring onthe

learning, and it’s the mechanism be- perhaps| lending its muscle The withthe UEC.isn't  Agency for nment
hind many i —tothei f novel. The: in that ization'’s ineffici when youcan flex i
Scientific artistic leaps, | h ighting. An earlier genera- before. It h llab d itdid vital, li That's Tr tothe world.
technological innovation — these tion had the Marshall Plan. Ours has raled for example, with the National wurk that pmclmmed concern for the That’s his thinking, the hm‘ts ofwhlch
rarely emerge from efficient retrieval mixed martial arts. Football League to advertise profes- us. dby h
of known information. They emerge The administration is calling the sional football, which itselfis plenty borders. The presldem didn't replace capitulation to a smaller, poorer, less
from periods of “sports di and violentand hardly the i theagency's progr withbetterones,  brawny country with control over the
when people follow further Secretary of State and embodiment of American virtues. either. He emnﬁaﬂy said rhal America  Strait of Hormuz. Perhaps he should
than they need to and find things they Marco Rubio and Dana White, UFC!s Maybe I'm kidding myselftosee a with Iran and
weren't en the chief fficer, holding upa if by a being ured of being saps and chumps —and sn-nply staged acage fightin Tehran.
Arno Penzias and Robert Wilson de- memorandum of understanding at the sacked and a wrestler being punched in national would have been
tected a persistent hiss in their radio State Department on June 11 They're theribs, kicked in the head and sub- ward new munitions and new monu- awhole lot less expensive. And while it
antenna in 1964, they could have writ- | smiling, asif they jected toa guill hoke. But I do. ments, baubles and bling. would have been an embarrassing
ten it off as equipment noise; instead, | thingimportant. As if there were a global And I cringeat my government’s Trump’s visions of might ion of American passi
they kept asking what it might be,and | barbarism deficit and the United States advancemem of suchsavagery wlnle are either gaudy or,in fUFC.  prioriti itwould
they ended up discovering the radia- is nobly stepping up to fill the void. Asif e’ ing from the kind: matches, C: ing fit also have been an honest one.
tion left over from the Big Bang. ammporlnnl emblem of human civiliza- lessen perfectly intohis anything

isil i treat- human culture relieve misery. Near the start. of his that codes as elitist. Out with the Ken- FRANK BRUNI was on the staff of The
ing the territory between the query will finally get the recognition it de- current term in the presidency, Trump nedy Center, in with the Octagon. So Times for more than 25 years.

and the answer as dead space to be
eliminated, when that territory is
where most of the learning actually
happens, The danger is not that people
will stop asking questions. It is that
questions will become endpaints. The
loss is not serious in any single case.
But fewer detours and fewer unexpect-
ed discoveries will have a cumulative
effect. Over time, people trained this
way become better at extracting
ready-made conclusions than building
connections of their own.

“To be sure, nobody is forced to use
these tools. People can still browse and
wander, still follow a chain of links into
unfamiliar territory. But the default
architecture of our digital platforms
will make this less likely,

Unlike other social costs of techno-
logical design — for instance, the ad-
dictive behaviors fostered by the infi-
nite scroll on social media feeds — the
loss of open-ended curiosity is not
going to spur a class-action lawsuit
against tech companies or inspire
regulators to intervene. Al

Civilizations are clashing for JD Vance

LOZADA, FROM PAGE 1
was Western Christian civilization, and
the values particular toit: the concept
of natural rights, including freedom of
speech; a sense of duty to one’s neigh-
bors; an obligation of the strong to
protect the weak; a belief in free will
and individual conscience™

But since then, and especially since
the end of the Cold War, “we lost some-
thing sacred,” Vance writes. Faith re-
treated from North America and Eu-
rope; the West, he says, “forgot what it
stood for

Not to worry — the vice i i

In*Ce ion®

group: come

moment when he prepared to wage
battle himself. In early 2020, as news
emerged of adeadly vir

he i i :h;m-d

aﬂvewnthlheSepl Lattacks. I trast,

Vance 's civilizational struggle, between

and isfound

stranger. “1 can belleve (as 1do) lhal 1

across China, “1drove to a sporting
d bought 1,

ammunition,” Vance writes. “Then|
went to Walmart and bought enormous
bags of rice and flour, 20 pounds of
ground beef, and excessive amounts of
ketchup.” The cashier asked him if he
owned arestaurant. “No. But the China

irusi ing.” V: lied.

wll)un the West. “The threat that I worry
the most about vis-a-vis Europe is not
Russia, it'snot China, it's not any other

oweagiveni —evenanillegal
one — duues of charity and grace," he
writes. And he admits that “immigra-
tionisa parucularly thorny version of a

external actor,” id last year at
the annual Munich Security

every day inmy
job: how d moral

“And what I worry about is the threat
from within, the retreat of Europe from
some of its most fundamental values —

prlnciple and apply it in the real world
asa Christian leader”
Vance neglects his duties of charity

hereto remind us. “I'm not demanding

that you become a Christian,” he writes

in his epilogue, “though I'd welcome it.”
‘While the 250 th anni

that want to do right by their users will
have to take action In-

of the
Dedarﬂuonof Independence rmghl
usthat the

stead of burying sources behind para-
phrases and replacing 10 links with one
summary, they could make different
design choices. They could keep
sources more visible. They could show
competing explanations, instead of
compressing them into one smooth
paragraph. They could offer alterna-
tive search modes that reward explora-
tion over speed.

1 hope my former colleagues at
Google and the engineers buildin;
similar tools elsewhere take these
ions to heart, and that the

placed those people in brain scanners.
They found that waiting for an answer
activates reward circuits in the brain
and readies the hippocampus to help
form new memories, Similar findings
have been reported by other re-
searchers in studies involving infants,
older children and adults.

In short, curiosity puts the entire
brain into a mode of heightened recep-
tivity — not just for the specific thing
'you want to know, but also for every-
thing around it. Curiosity opens a
window, and while the window is open,
learning deepens across the board.

But the window stays open only as
long as the question remains unan-

industry develops best practices that
protect curiosity rather than treating it
as an afterthought. The space between
a question and an answer has value,
and that value should not be engi-
neered away.

The most important discoveries are
often not the ones we set out to make.
1f we build a world that delivers only
what is asked for, we will lose the
capacity to discover what we didn’t
know to ask.

ANNE-LAURE LE CUNFF is a researcher at
the Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology
and Neuroscience at King's College
London.

e

creed has something to do with political
equality and self-government, Vance
has frequently argued for an alternate
view. When he addressed the 2024 Re-
publican National Convention, Vance
downplayed the notion of Americaas a
set of secular ideals, instead emphasiz-
ing America as a geographic entity
reserved for a certain people.

“Americais not just anidea,” he said.
“Itisagroup of people with a shared
history." He referred to a cemetery plot
in eastern Kentucky, the resting place of
many generations of his family. “That's
not just an idea, my friends,” he said.
“That's not just a set of principles. Even
though the ideas and the principles are
great, that is a homeland. Thatis our
homeland. People will not fight for ab-
straction, but they will fight for their
home."

Inremarks he made at the Claremont
Institute in 2025, Vance again questioned
the “logicof America asa purely creedal
nation," arguing that you can't define
Americaas just * agreeing with the
principles

Now, in “Communion,” he specifies his
vision of the creed. “Christianity is
America’s creed, the shared moral lan-
guage from the Revolution to the Civil
War and beyond.” Here, Vance is citing
himself, quoting at length from a speech
he delivered late last yenr ata 'mmmg

g pi with the United States of and grace when he does not aclmowl-
In “Regime Change,” their new book America.” edge, let al i
about Tr Maggie The most h rumors in 2024 that Haitian
Haberman and Jonathan Swan of The d, is mass i

New York Times write that Vance was
something of a “doomer," as Vance him-
self; joked in private, that he was “always

ities." He worried, early and p

PADLA DHAPDELASE FOR THE NEW YORK TBS.

migration, caused by politicians who
counter the will o! votersand “open the
ed

xrants " Citing a fatal attack by an Afghan

that divides over Israel and the Epslem
files would threaten the MAGA coalition,
and his fears lurched toward the con-
spiratorial. After the assassination last

carintoa
Munich crowd just one day before his
speech, Vance asked, “How many cimes

petsin Spring-
field, Ohio. He writes that critics say the
administration is “too tough” on immi-
gration, but he waves it all away. “The
point is not to litigate this issue on these
pages,” Vance writes, “but to highlight
that any application of moral principles
in the real world requires a constant
evaluation of trade-offs.”

It'sjust as the hymn says: They’ll
know we are Christians by our constant
evaluation of trade-offs.

Political trade-offs are evident when
Vance recounts his history lessons on

particularly those surrounding the Civil
‘War. While Confederate generals fought
for the “wrong cause” and Union gener-
als for the “right cause,” he notes, the
Confederates were “strategically bril-
liant" and “tragic in their heroism.” And,
really, both sides helped build the na-
tion: “Whether our great-great-great-
grandfathers fought for Grant'sor Lee’s
army, we learned that their actions that
day had made it possible for us tobe
part of a United States of America."
Vance acknowledges America's
peculiar institution, though with agen-
erous helping of passive voice. “We
learned of the slaves who were brought
over and how they helped build the
country with lhexrbarehands, he

must we suffer
before we: change course and lake uur
ina

year of Charlie Kirk, th vative

shared civi

writes. “How they and

but came to prevail at the end
of the lnngmad lofreedom Also, Vance

activistand the vi 'sclose
friend, Vance's “instincts told him that
there was a larger plot behind the mur-
der,” Haberman and Swan write. “He

In“Cy »

tion not just against security or employ-
ment, but faith as well. “As our leaders
have ushered inan unprecedented in-

divergentinter-
pretannns of the Civil War are simply
“part of the complicated diversity of the
United States."

Point USA
sageof the speech whlch does nm ap-
pear in “Ce

it holes,
becoming so consumed by the videos

that “the only thing that has truly served

his wife, Usha, told
him she was worried about him.”

ersity through
immigration,” he writes, “they have
simultaneously discarded the most
powerful force for cultural cohesion:

That’ kind of diversity even the
Trump administration can get behind.

1feel for Vance. It's hard to go through
life unsure of who you are or what you
believe. In childhood, the future vice
president endured a “revolving door of
father figures,” as he wrote in “Hillbilly
Elegy" In schooling and work, he em-
braced elite education and a “striver”
ethos, only to conclude that both pur-

asan anchor of the United States of Vance’s fears are not just for the Christianity”
Americaisthat we have been, and by the  MAGA base, or for the nation, or for the This has become a recurring theme
grace of God we always will be, a Chris- West; they are deeply personal, too. among top Trump administration offi-
tian nation.” ion,” Ve cials. in February at this year's
According to Vance, it is our Christian tesses the “mmml i ir” and a Munich etary of State
character — more than any founding constant “sense of fatalism™ lhnt the Marco Ruhw and Vance's posslble
incij ‘abstrac- painand his youth will be for the 7n7x

tions” — that defines America, and we

must keep it that way. One of his favorite
, the vice president says, urges

the An:hangel Michael to defend usm

passed on to his own family. He worries
that he will be a bad father or bad hus-
band, that no one will take the trouble to

as a “sacred inheritance, an unbrenkable

broken.” And in politics, he became the
subservient No. 2 for aman he previ-

hnk between the Old World he New.

the battle “against i

snares of the devil," and asks that “all the
evil spirits who prowl about the world
seeking the ruin of souls” be cast into
hell. “I really liked thatone,” Vanl:e
writes. “It felt medieval

visit hisown
Vance's religi ispartly an
effort to assuage those fears.

“Therapy didn't work for you," his
wife tells him. “But church does.”

king ata f Western
Hemisphere defense ministers early this
year, Pete Hegseth, the secm(aryul
defense, said that the

ously “cultural heroin”
and “Amenca 's Hitler"

Now, with “Communion,” Vance has
morphed from hlllbllly to heavenly. Will
it b ish himself from

they face s “whether our nations will be
and remain Western nations with distinct

written in the 19th century. And it !ell
mystical. You could almost see the an-
1s and d doine battle”

a
clash of civilizations in the 1990s, he was
depicting a cultural battleamong the

West, China, the Islamic world and other

Christian nations under

Trump as 2028 approaches, or will it
prove as ineffective as it did for Mike
Pence, nnomer'n'ump V.P. who sought

ative track to the

God, proud of our with
strong borders and prosperous people.”
Vance seems to acknowledge, however

White House?
Atleast Vance has a prayer.
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The Intifada at MIT

Few commit-

tees have ever

S produced any-

) thing worth

/’xr reading. Ex-

o] # =~ ceptions  in-

I clude the

REPUBLIC King James

Bible and the

By Barton Declaration of
Swaim

Indepen-
dence but not
the various reports issued by
elite universities on campus-
based antisemitism after Oct.
7,2023.

Harvard’s report usefully
collects reams of data but
gums up its findings with bo-
gus claims of “Islamophobia”
and “anti-Palestinian bias.”
Columbia’s report refers to
antisemitic activities only in
general terms, boasts at
length of the corrective ac-
tions, and generally avoids ac-
knowledging the depth of the
university’s failure. The Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, meanwhile, issued no
report at all. Its president,
Sally Kornbluth, managed to
keep her job after failing to
give a clear answer to the
question, put to her by Rep.
Elise Stefanik, of whether
calling for the genocide of
Jews violates MIT’s code of
conduct.

Just as well. Yossi Sheffi, a
professor of engineering, has
produced his own report, “Un-
safe at MIT,” which he self-
published Tuesday. Mr. Sheffi,
born in Israel in 1948, has
taught at MIT for 48 years
and has no plans to retire.

The book’s early chapters
remind us of a fact noted of-
ten in these pages but easily
forgotten, namely that the
anti-Israel campus protests

didn’t arise in response to the
war in Gaza but to Hamas ter-
rorists’ murdering, maiming,
raping and abducting thou-
sands of Israeli civilians on
Oct. 7. The agitators didn’t de-
mand a return to Israel’s bor-
ders in 1967 or a “two-state
solution” but the Jewish
state’s eradication.

Mr. Sheffi has interviewed
scores of Jewish and Israeli
students and recorded their
heartbreak. Overnight many
of their peers, professors and
advisers turned into adversar-
ies. Ms. Kornbluth, in a state-
ment published Oct. 10, 2023,
said that “in my opinion, such
a deliberate attack on civil-
ians can never be justified”
(italics added) and lamented
the “conflict that will also
gravely harm or kill many in-
nocent Palestinians in Gaza”—
this long before Israeli forces
entered Gaza.

“Many students and post-
docs lost friends and illusions
that week,” Mr. Sheffi writes.
“The Infinite Corridor”—the
school’s main passageway—
“now sprouted rows of folding
tables draped in Palestinian
flags; chalked slogans ap-
peared on walkways and
walls. Keffiyehs became the
accessory of choice across
classrooms, laptop covers
were suddenly plastered with
red-green-and-black stickers,
often in the shape of the map
of Israel, and bulletin boards
bristled with libelous denun-
ciations of the ‘Zionist
State.” ”

The book lives up to its ti-
tle. Mr. Sheffi relates stories
of students blocked from cam-
pus thoroughfares, targeted
by name as “Zionists” in on-
line forums, taunted outside

their locked office buildings,
and screamed at by outside
agitators—all in flagrant vio-
lation of school policy and, in
many cases, of federal law.
Meanwhile the administration
caved in to the demands of
protesters, punished few if
any for flouting campus rules,

A professor recounts

the experiences of the
school’s Jews after the
Oct. 7 Hamas attacks.

and pretended not to know
the meaning of intifada and
red handprints—the latter an
allusion to a Palestinian
proudly brandishing his
bloody hands after the lynch-
ing of two Israeli reservists in
2000.

If any other minority had
been treated as Jews and Is-
raelis were on America’s fin-
est campuses two years ago,
we would have seen National
Guardsmen patrolling their
leafy quads.

Asked for comment on the
book, an MIT spokesman sent
a statement pointing out that
high percentages of the
school’s Jews now say they're
happy and feel safe at the in-
stitute. But the statement ac-
knowledges failure, however
obliquely: “MIT’s leaders look
back at the time the book de-
scribes and recognize the an-
guish and struggle members
of our community experi-
enced. The Institute has made
great strides since then and
remains committed to this im-
portant work.”

Mr. Sheffi’s account re-

minds us of the campus pro-
tests’ most dispiriting irony:
the inverse relationship be-
tween the idiocy of student
protesters and the prestige of
their institutions. They had no
interest in learning. in and
again in Mr. Sheffi’s narrative,
Jewish and Israeli students,
many of them politically lib-
eral, recalled their mistake in
assuming they could reason
with their keffiyeh-sporting
peers and trying to speak to
them. In one hilarious epi-
sode, a graduate student ap-
proached a protester. As he
did, “she lifted her placard
between them like a shield.
What followed was an awk-
ward game of peekaboo—he
leaned left, then right, trying
to catch her eye while she
kept sliding the sign to block
his gaze.”

Another student recounts:
“I really wanted to know what
people were thinking.” Her at-
tempts at dialogue met with
platitudes and obvious false-
hoods. At protests, “a lot of
people looked like they were
in a trance. It almost looked
like a cult.” As the protests
wore on into the spring of
2024, campus police, directed
by the administration to pro-
tect the rule-breakers occupy-
ing MIT’s central lawn, ac-
tively discouraged Jewish and
Israeli students from talking
to their tormenters.

Mr. Sheffi’'s book describes
a great American institution
avidly betraying its principles.
Those aghast at the Trump
administration’s rough treat-
ment of MIT and other elite
institutions would profit by
lowering that mental placard
and pondering the severity of
the betrayal.

Socialists Spell Trouble for Democrats

By Karl Rove

merica is politically po-

larized and narrowly di-

vided. In the last presi-
dential election, Donald Trump
received 49.8% of the aggre-
gate popular vote, while Ka-
mala Harris got 48.3%. By that
measure, it was the fourth-
closest White House contest
since 1888.

Now consider three New
York congressional districts
and two Colorado ones where
self-described socialists won
primaries last month, some of
them with formal endorse-
ments from the Democratic
Socialists of America. Four of
these districts split very differ-
ently from the nation as a
whole in 2024.

In New York’s Seventh, 10th
and 13th districts and Colo-
rado’s First District, Mr. Trump
received 19.3%, 14.1%, 11.1% and
21% respectively. Ms. Harris’s
victory margin in the districts
ranged from 56 to 77 points.

These are indigo districts
‘where Republicans have no
chance. If Democrats win back
the House in November, it
won't be because of these
rock-solid districts. It’ll be be-
cause Democrats flip Republi-
can seats in districts where
Mr. Trump either prevailed or
came close. The DSA candi-
dates in these deep-blue dis-
tricts will create problems for
all Democrats, before and after
November.

Before the election, they

will help Republicans paint the
Democratic Party as radical.
One of them, Darializa Avila
Chevalier in New York’s 13th
District, posted on X that “this
country is a f— disgrace.” She
later bragged, “I forgot to get
napkins so I just wiped my
hand on the American flag be-
hind me.” The City University
of New York doctoral candi-
date and Columbia graduate
said “all cops are bastards.”

They can win in deep-
blue districts, but
they’ll weigh down
the party elsewhere.

She’s also called for “no more
police at all ever” and the abo-
lition of prisons and immigra-
tion enforcement. Republicans
will make her the face of the
Democratic Party.

Ms. Chevalier and her com-
rades will create additional
problems for their party if
Democrats win the House.
They’re dismissive of party
leadership and certain to press
their extreme views aggres-
sively. This will further unset-
tle not only traditional Demo-
crats but also swing voters,
who already rate the Demo-
cratic Party less favorably than
they do Mr. Trump.

The greatest peril from the
Democratic Party’s DSA wing
will be in districts that more

closely mirror the narrowly di-
vided nature of American poli-
tics. That's what makes Colo-
rado’s Eighth District
interesting. Mr. Trump won it
by 2 points in 2024, 50% to
Ms. Harris's 48%.

It runs from Denver’s north-
east suburbs in Adams County
up Interstate 25 and U.S. High-
way 85 to Greeley in Weld
County. It spans suburbs, farm
and ranch country, and one of
America’s largest gas fields.

The district is represented
by Republican Gabe Evans,
who served a dozen years in
the Army and National Guard
as a Black Hawk helicopter pi-
lot. He was deployed to the
Middle East and did search-
and-rescue work and firefight-
ing in Colorado. He was then a
police officer in a Denver sub-
urb for a decade before serv-
ing in the Colorado House. He
was elected to Congress in
2024, flipping the district from
the Democrats. He serves on
the Homeland Security and the
Energy and Commerce com-
mittees and is a member of the
bipartisan Problem Solvers
Caucus.

His opponent is State Rep.
Manny Rutinel. He has a mas-
ter’s from Johns Hopkins and a
law degree from Yale. Like Ms.
Chevalier, he holds very left-
wing views. At Yale, he called
animal agriculture “a horrific,
exploitative industry.” He tes-
tified before a Connecticut leg-
islative committee that “the
globe must shift away from an-

imal production.” Now he says
he’s no longer a vegan and eats
beef. That Weld County is
home to half of Colorado’s cat-
tle might have something to do
with his change of diet.

In a Working Families Party
interview last year, Mr. Rutinel
endorsed “universal single
payer health care,” “cancelling
student debt,” shifting money
“away from the military, polic-
ing and prisons . . . to fund
critical social services” and
“banning hydrofracking.” Af-
ter beating a moderate Demo-
crat in the primary, he’s mov-
ing to abandon some left-wing
positions. He already says he
now favors an “all-of-the-
above energy strategy.”

He has also buried postings
he made in 2013 and 2014.
Only headlines remain on the
internet. Among them are
“What Would Jesus Do? So-
cialism” and “Why A More So-
cialistic Society Is Superior.”

Socialists running in deep-
blue districts can keep saying
outrageous things and win. But
it’s places like Colorado’s
Eighth District, pitting the for-
mer Army helicopter pilot
against the leftist Yale law
graduate, that will decide
which party runs the House.
Game on!

M. Rove was senior adviser
and deputy chief of staff for
President George W. Bush and
is author of “The Triumph of
William McKinley” (Simon &
Schuster, 2015).

I’m Free. Now Pray for China

By Ezra Jin

spent 266 days in a Chi-

nese prison after being

detained along with 28
other leaders and members
of Zion Church in October.
When guards ushered me
into a van last Friday, I
thought they were taking me
to my trial. I expected a long
sentence for founding and
leading Zion, one of China’s
underground, or house,
churches. But hours later, 1
was free. No negotiations, no
confession, all  charges
dropped.

On the eve of America’s
250th anniversary, I was re-
united with the family I
hadn’t seen in eight years,
ever since my wife and chil-
dren came to the U.S. to get
out of harm’s way. My wife,
like me, is a Chinese na-
tional, but our children are
all U.S. citizens.

It was disorienting to go
from a crowded prison cell to
watching Fourth of July fire-
works with my family over
In-N-Out burgers. My grati-

tude goes first to President
Trump, whose diplomacy se-
cured my release, as well as
to the members of Congress
and other U.S. officials who
worked on my behalf.

1 have been overwhelmed
by the global response to
the arrests of our congrega-
tion. Prominent voices from
across the political spec-
trum in the U.S., the UK.

Eight members of
the church I founded
are still behind bars.

and Europe have spoken out
about our plight. Other con-
gregations in China showed
extraordinary bravery in
coming to our aid. Thou-
sands of people—from Ar-
gentina to India and Nigeria
to Korea—prayed for us.
Even in the bleakest mo-
ments, we took great com-
fort in their support.

Eight of my fellow church
members, along with many

other church leaders and
prisoners of conscience, re-
main in prison. These men
and women, some of the
most caring people 1 have
met, are confined in cramped
cells and sleep on floor mats
in blistering heat. Many leave
behind young families. I
won't rest until they see
freedom.

When 1 started Zion
Church in 2007, my aim was
simple: to share the immea-
surable love of God with
those around me. As I wrote
from prison, “We do not op-
pose dialogue with the gov-
ernment, nor do we confront
it, but rather emphasize obe-
dience to those in authority.”
At the same time we hold
fast to our beliefs, recogniz-
ing Jesus Christ as the sole
head of our church.

China’s political authori-
ties have no reason to fear
the tens of millions in China
who worship in unregistered
congregations. These Chris-
tians love their nation. They
only want to worship God
peacefully according to the

Bible and to serve others, es-
pecially the poor, the dis-
abled and the elderly. Zion
Church is proud to have sup-
ported relief efforts after the
devastating 2008 Sichuan
earthquake and to have
hosted major blood drives in
Beijing.

My earnest prayer is that
my release can mark the be-
ginning of a new chapter for
people of faith in China.
Freedom of religion is a
universal right promised in
the Chinese Constitution. I
hope that all our church
members are freed and that
China becomes a place
where all people can freely
worship.

Such a future might seem
impossibly remote, but so did
my release. I couldn’t be
more thankful, and pray that
others still imprisoned will
experience this same freedom
soon. Mine is a God of mira-
cles, and he constantly sur-
prises me.

Mr. Jin is founding pastor
of the Zion Church of China.

BOOKSHELF | By Hannah Rowan
Misconceptions

In the Office

The Ambition Penalty

By Stefanie 0’Connell
Basic Venture, 320 pages, $30

tefanie O’Connell has crunched the numbers and it

turns out that women aren’t equal after all. Decades

after the gender revolution, women still don’t mea-
sure up to men when it comes to metrics such as pay, pro-
motion and work-life balance. When they try to get ahead,
we are told, women face an onslaught of “professional,
financial, social, and personal costs.” And while it’s the
women who suffer directly from this inequality, both men
and women, Ms. 0’Connell argues in “The Ambition Pen-
alty,” pay the price by letting the workforce remain a battle
of the sexes instead of seeking mutual benefit.

It wasn’t supposed to be this way. Ms. 0’Connell, a
finance journalist, came up in the heyday of the girlboss,
when Sheryl Sandberg was telling women all they needed
to do was “lean in” and assert themselves to achieve full
equality with men. The future was female, girl power ruled
the world and organizations such as STEM Like a Girl
popped up to help young women break into so-called hard

industries where they were

underrepresented. But when

they tried to STEM like a

woman, they found that the

empowering mantras of cor-
porate feminism didn’t align
with reality. “Girl power really
does work . . . for girls,” Ms.
0’Connell writes. “For women,
that power starts to stall
almost immediately.”
Why are women working
s0 hard to achieve their ambi-
tions and then failing, or aban-
doning them entirely? Ms.
0’Connell says the central prob-
lem isn’t individual actions but
collective beliefs. Our misconceptions and stereotypes
about men and women at work shape our reality—and
could reshape it, if only we would accept the hard facts
and work to change them.

It’s those hard facts that are Ms. 0’Connell’s focus. She
marshals the data to show how women continue to face
unigue impediments to success, and how both men and
women justify their actions in a way that preserves the sta-
tus quo. Looks can be deceiving in a country that prides
itself on egalitarianism, but once you see how men and
women are treated differently, you can’t unsee it.

It all begins with how we read people’s actions based on
their sex, Ms. 0’Connell argues. She cites a 2000 study in
which a professor asked his business-school students to
evaluate the performance of the venture capitalist named
Heidi—or, for part of the class, the same entrepreneur with
her name changed to Howard. Though the descriptions
were identical except for their names, Heidi received a
rougher review than Howard. She was considered to be
“out for herself” and “too ambitious,” while he was rated
favorably—as “admirably strategic”—for the same behavior.
A 2024 study of performance reviews across 250 organiza-
tions found that while 88% of “top-performing women
received feedback on their personalities,” only 12% “of
their male counterparts had the same experience.” It seems
that when it comes to their perception in the workplace,
Ms. O’Connell says, women can’t win: They're criticized
both for being too feminine and too masculine.

Perception is so powerful, the author argues, that men’s
own private beliefs about gender roles don’t determine
their choices; their beliefs about what other men believe
do. A 2016 paper found that even men with personal egali-
tarian beliefs were less likely to express those views when
they believed they were outside the norm. Another study
found that people overestimated how restrictive others
were in relation to gender norms such as mothers return-
ing to work. Personally, they supported mom chasing her
dreams, but wouldn’t others want her to think of the kids?

‘Women continue to face unique impediments
to workplace success. Both men and women
justify their actions to preserve the status quo.

Such gender stereotypes can lead to more than a “token
woman CEO” problem, Ms. O’Connell tells us. It also creates
further ambition penalties later in women’s careers. The
“motherhood penalty” means that women leave the work-
force at far higher levels than men and also receive fewer
raises and promotions because their childcare duties are
seen to be in competition with their careers, while men
receive the “fatherhood bonus”—in both pay and percep-
tion—because dads are seen as responsible providers for
their families. And women who “scale back their profes-
sional lives” to chase kids around, of course, are highly
unlikely to make up the difference if they return later on.

Ms. O'Connell doesn’t claim to have an answer for the
problem of who should take care of the family—unless that
answer is both men and women. In fact, the author argues
that, contra the “biological essentialist” view that says
women are made for child care and men for professional
work, the sexes are actually more similar than they are dif-
ferent. She cites research that has found that “both women
and men value family more than work.” Yet women find
themselves doing by far the majority of child care and
housework—a hidden reason that women have higher rates
of burnout than men. Ms. O’Connell is disappointed but not
surprised, then, at the present “anti-ambition movement,”
wherein women claim to embrace their “feminine energy,”
becoming tradwives and dedicating their lives to caring for
and being protected by men instead of trying to have it all.

All of this is a rather bitter pill for working women, par-
ticularly mothers. Individual choice must count for some-
thing, or else why bother building a career at all? In her
zeal to convince readers that social and systemic factors
shape women’s careers, Ms. O’Connell risks triggering the
opposite reaction: Perhaps all women are fated to be vic-
tims of the ambition penalty. And blaming patriarchy can’t
provide concrete solutions. She includes a list of general
policy prescriptions for politicians, such as paid child care
and expanded parental leave, but lets the chief executives
off easy by comparison.

What the data in “The Ambition Penalty” reveal is how
much of that policy change is bound to be personal. The
“daughter-to-father effect” is a prime example: A founder
of a company who has a daughter eventually has more
female leaders in his organization as “male founders vicari-
ously learn from their daughters about the constraints
women face.” It’s easier to believe it when you see it.

‘Ms. Rowan is the managing editor of Modern Age.
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How the Smithsonian Lost America’s Plot

ne of the better causes of the second

Trump Administration is its effort to

purge the progressive political takeover
of America’s national cultural
institutions. A case in point is
the new White House report
on the bad historical turn
taken by the Smithsonian In-
stitution’s National Museum
of American History.

The press is attacking the report as an at-
tempt to censor independent museum cura-
tion, but that’s not how we read it. The 162-
page “Saving America’s Story,” produced by
the White House Domestic Policy Council, lays
out in persuasive detail how the museum of-
fers alargely critical view of American history
that “no longer treats the American story as
a shared national inheritance to be taught or
celebrated.”

The report isn’t a cheerleading document
seeking to hide America’s warts. What it seeks
is a history of the U.S. that doesn’t resemble the
1619 Project in its partisan bias.

The report’s examples show the degree to
which progressives have captured the history
museum. In one exhibit, the Pledge of Alle-
giance was described as a tool to “instill Ameri-
can nationalism through flag ceremonies.” Na-
tionalism? That’s a needlessly pejorative edge.
How about patriotism?

The museum also highlights the worst facts
about the Founders. Benjamin Franklin is called
a racist and anti-immigrant, and Alexander
Hamilton owned slaves, while, the report says,
“downplaying or completely excluding facts
about their abolitionist efforts.”

One Smithsonian “didactic” about the Broad-
way musical “Hamilton” described Hamilton as
“influential and flawed” without noting that he
was a leading drafter of the Federalist Papers
and helped George Washington win the Revolu-
tionary War. The report notes what the museum
doesn’t, which is that Hamilton “was a vocal
critic of slavery and helped found the anti-slav-
ery New York Manumission Society in 1785,
which worked to end the slave trade.”

Speaking at Brown University in 2016, the re-
port says, Smithsonian Under Secretary for Mu-
seums and Culture Kevin Gover said he favors
replacing Columbus Day with Indigenous Peo-
ples’ Day, because Christopher Columbus was
a “slaver” and “killer.” Smithsonian Under Sec-

The National Museum of
American History offers
a one-sided view.

retary for Education Monique Chism and mu-
seum director Anthea Hartig began museum
speeches with “land acknowledgements” that
suggest the rightful landown-
ers are native tribes.

The Smithsonian American
Art Museum and Smithsonian
Learning Lab created a poster
that says, “Whiteness as a con-
cept is foundational to the his-
tory of the United States, actively shaping this
country’s social, cultural, political and economic
structures.” Whiteness? This is today’s leftwing
identity politics imposed on the past.

Naturally, the museum bends its knee to
transgender politics. In its “We Belong Here”
exhibit, visitors are told that “The struggle for
equal opportunity in sports began long before
Title 9 became law in 1972. And it continues to-
day as transgender, nonbinary, and cisgender
female athletes demand equality.”

In December 2024, the report says, museum
director Hartig said a “Girlhood (It’s Compli-
cated)” exhibit was meant to present “growing
up female in the United States since the early
republic in the face of patriarchal oppression.”
Much of this echoes the woke ideology of the
Biden Administration, and visitors would be
forgiven for assuming that racism, sexism and
oppression define the nation’s past.

The report’s critics, largely on the political
left, object that it is imposing its own bias. But
the museum is deeply connected to the federal
government and claims to be a national mu-
seum that tells the American story. It isn’t the
plaything of today’s dominant progressive aca-
demics. The feds fund 62% of the Smithsonian
budget, or some $1.1 billion in fiscal 2026. The
Smithsonian Board of Regents includes six
members of Congress, the Vice President, the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and nine
citizens.

The Trump Administration’s suggestion that
the museum offer a less biased approach to
American history isn’t an attempt to whitewash
the country’s complexity or its difficult chap-
ters. The report says the Smithsonian should
“tell the whole story of a nation, including the
good and the bad, so Museum visitors can un-
derstand the development that led our nation
to where it is today.”

That’s not a whitewash of America’s compli-
cated history. It’s an embrace of it.

Trump Will Let Ukraine Make Patriots

tious self at Wednesday’s NATO summit

in Turkey, insulting Europeans and mak-
ing threats. But the bigger and
better news was real progress
on the defense of Ukraine and
Europe. To wit, Mr. Trump
said the U.S. will grant Kyiv a
license to make Patriot missile
batteries.

Ukraine is running short on the Patriots it
needs to intercept Russian ballistic missiles.
Vladimir Putin has used this opening to terror-
ize Ukrainian cities, and civilian deaths are ris-
ing. Since July 1, Ukraine has intercepted as few
as four of 46 missiles fired in a ballistic trajec-
tory by the Russians, says the Institute for the
Study of War.

Ukraine’s military intelligence says Russia
can now produce 60 to 65 Iskander ballistic
missiles a month. Lockheed Martin produced
only about 600 Patriots last year, though it’s
ramping up to make 2,000.

Mr. Trump said the U.S. will show Kyiv how
to make Patriots, and though “it’s very complex

]P) resident Trump was his usual bump-

He says the U.S. will
teach Kyiv how to make
the missile interceptors.

. yowll figure out the complexity quickly.”
And maybe faster than the U.S. given how inno-
vative Ukrainians have been in developing and
deploying weapons.

The global supply chain
for Patriot components may
be a limiting factor beyond
Kyiv’s control. Mr. Trump
said the U.S. would consider
providing “some” Patriots in
the interim, and Ukraine will need them to
protect new production lines it stands up.
Ukraine has been willing to share its hard-won
counter-drone technology and expertise with
the U.S. and its allies.

“What I like about that is [it’s] a defensive
situation as opposed to an offensive,” Mr.
Trump said. But Ukraine has also been using its
own drones and missiles to carry out long-range
strikes on Russian military and energy targets.
These attacks are “an escalation, but it’s also
an escalation that could help lead to an end,”
Mr. Trump added. The more pressure on Mr. Pu-
tin, the sooner he may conclude he needs an
exit from the war of aggression he started.

Trump Tells the Truth About Iran

6 M ywhole life, all I do is deals,” Pres-

ident Trump said Wednesday, but

Iran’s regime “is from a different
school,” he had to admit.
“They’re liars, they’re cheats,
they’re sick people.” Mr.
Trump cited the tens of thou-
sands of Iranians slaughtered
by the regime in January and
explained how its word has
proved worthless. “I don’t want to deal with
them anymore,” he said.

The President is so mercurial that it’s impos-
sible to know if he’s serious that the cease-fire
is “over,” as he said. He could declare it back on
tomorrow. But he’s right that Iran’s regime has
been wasting his time. It’s the best in the world
at that. Twenty days into the memorandum of
understanding’s 60-day negotiation period, nu-
clear talks have hardly begun.

Instead the regime has worked to conquer the
Strait of Hormuz while exporting billions of dol-
lars” worth of oil. New satellite imagery suggests
Iran is continuing construction at its under-
ground Pickaxe Mountain site—a violation of its
commitment in the MOU to “maintain the cur-
rent status quo of its nuclear program.”

This is why the up-front U.S. concession on
oil sanctions was a mistake without requiring
the revenue to be held in escrow. Mr. Trump re-
voked the oil-sales license on Tuesday after Iran
struck three commercial tankers in the Strait
with missiles and drones.

In June Mr. Trump called Iran’s new leaders
“very rational people” who were “nice to deal
with.” Vice President JD Vance, the lead U.S. ne-
gotiator, insisted that even the thugs atop the
Revolutionary Guard Corps want to “turn over
a new leaf” with the U.S.

This Age of Innocence lasted all of three

The Age of Innocence
ushered in by JD Vance
lasted three weeks.

weeks. Perhaps Mr. Vance will tell us why he be-
lieved that and whether he still does. Asked on
Wednesday what changed his view of Iran’s
leaders, Mr. Trump answered:
“I got to know them.”

The question is what the
President will do with that
knowledge. He said talks
could continue but added,
“I'm not sure I want to make
a deal. Let’s just finish the job.” That won’t
get done with on-again, off-again talks and
tit-for-tat bombing. Any U.S. action risks es-
calation, so it had better be with a strategic
purpose.

The MOU bought both sides breathing room
but the true options for Mr. Trump haven’t
changed. He can surrender the Strait or reopen
it by force. He can reimpose, and enforce, maxi-
mum-pressure sanctions and the blockade on
Iranian ports. He can target Iran’s oil infrastruc-
ture or enriched-uranium stockpile.

The U.S. seems to be escorting some tankers
through the Strait, and Central Command’s
Adm. Brad Cooper has a plan to do more to re-
open Hormuz. This would involve going on of-
fense to clear the threats near the Strait, not
merely swatting drones and missiles.

If Mr. Trump shows that Iran can’t stop the
flow of energy, while the U.S. can blockade Iran
anytime, that’s victory—and leverage. If he can
remove Iran’s nuclear material and destroy the
Pickaxe Mountain site, that’s victory, too.

In both cases the goal is to free the U.S. and
the region from dependence on the cooperation
of Iran’s regime. We'’ve played that game before,
and maybe Mr. Trump is tired of it. Better to
reopen the Strait or destroy the nuclear pro-
gram ourselves and let Iran’s regime struggle

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

No Peace While Seeking Israel’s Destruction

Rahm Emanuel’s “23-state solution”
(“A New Path for NATO and Israel,”
op-ed, July 6) is most welcome. He
stands virtually alone in putting the
onus on the Arab states to press the
Palestinians finally to become “a part-
ner for peace.”

But there’s a catch. This conflict
isn't primarily based on conventional
geopolitics. It isn’t simply a bitter
real-estate dispute. The conflict is
bottomed on the Palestinians’ reli-
gious and cultural refusal to accept
Jewish sovereignty on any borders.
That is the actual Palestinian cause,
despite the conventional wisdom that
Palestinians are helpless victims sim-
ply seeking statehood—which they’ve
rejected repeatedly when presented
with end-of-conflict opportunities.
Changing that mentality is the ulti-
mate challenge for the international
community.

That being said, Mr. Emanuel isn’t
falling back on the shopworn refrain
that Israel holds all the cards for re-
solving this conflict and the Palestin-
ians hold none. He’s politely calling
upon the Arab governments to stop
pandering to Palestinian rejectionism
and start pressing the Palestinians to

abandon their mythic quest to turn
the clock back to 1948.
GREGG MASHBERG
La Canada Flintridge, Calf.

‘While conceding that past Israeli
concessions have led to more attacks,
Mr. Emanuel castigates Israel’s cur-
rent government for Israel’s current
woes. As a fix, he recommends a Pal-
estinian state and expanded relations
with Israel’s neighbors.

Can you imagine any other conflict
‘where the party that is repeatedly at-
tacked is expected to make endless con-
cessions to implacable foes after surviv-
ing the wars they start? It would not
make a difference who is Israel’s prime
minister. Every Palestinian faction has
rejected peace. Never before has it been
s0 clear that they and their regional
backers reject Israel’s existence in any
form and behind any boundaries.

There can’t be peace until the Pal-
estinians and other regional regimes
end their obsession with wiping out
Israel. Their leaders should not be ap-
peased but be held accountable for
their actions.

DORON LUBINSKY
Atlanta

A College Reunion and Answering God’s Call

William McGurn’s “Scenes From an
Ordination” (Main Street, June 23)
really hit me. I recently returned
from my 50th college reunion, where
my wife and I roomed with my col-
lege suitemate, Cardinal Robert
McElroy.

He knew even back in college
that he wanted to be a priest, and I
knew he would be both an amazing
prelate and friend for life. He co-
officiated at our mixed marriage
(my wife is Protestant) and bap-
tized our children. Though his first
love was always parish work, we
were there for his elevations to
auxiliary bishop of San Francisco,
bishop of San Diego and, most re-

cently, archbishop of Washington.

It is the unquenchable joy that
Mr. McGurn wrote about that has
accompanied my friend throughout
his journey of love and sacrifice. He
said Mass at our reunion, and class-
mates of all denominations attended
and were inspired by his homily.

1 know many wondered in 1976
whether it was an auspicious time to
become a priest, just as Mr. McGurn
asks whether now is an auspicious
time to be ordained. Surely, Mr.
McGurn’s friend has taken a coura-
geous, life-affirming step. God bless
him for it.

BRUCE BELFIORE
Santa Barbara, Calif.

Buying the President’s Products Isn’t Illegal

Regarding your editorial “The
Trump Family and ‘Honest Graft’ ”
(July 2): President Trump’s support-
ers see the criticism over his crypto
earnings as less a scandal than a
sign of entrepreneurial success. The
report’s figures reflect a legal, dis-
closed business model in a rapidly
evolving industry, not evidence of
wrongdoing.

Mr. Trump has long argued that
America should lead in digital as-
sets, and his financial success in the
sector is consistent with that pro-
growth vision. If investors and con-
sumers chose to engage with

An American Memento Mori

Your July 3 editorial “A (Mostly)
Happy 250th Birthday” states that
“the remarkable news of this anni-
versary is that our free republic has
stood for a quarter millennium and
prospers still.” The global signifi-
cance of this milestone can’t be
overstated.

Much of this national miracle
was built by those who arrived as
immigrants. They faced long odds,
yet their hard work and determina-
tion shaped the success we cele-
brate today.

America isn’'t defined only by its
living citizens. It’s also defined by
those who came before us. While
most people look to the Declaration
of Independence or the Constitution
to understand America, I look to its
cemeteries. The silent ground of our
national graveyards is sacred space.
1t reveals the true continuity of sac-
rifice required to sustain this repub-
lic, beyond the written framework of
its founding documents.

Our task in 2026 isn’t simply to
look back, but to pass these values
to the next generation for the next
250 years, ensuring this republic en-
dures for both the living and the
dead.

Dmvutris ELEAS
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Trump-branded products, that is a
market judgment, not corruption.
Wealth created through royalties
and transaction-based revenue is
common in modern business and
should not be singled out simply be-
cause the name attached to it is Mr.
Trump’s.

What matters is whether the ac-
tivity was lawful and disclosed. On
that score, critics have yet to show
illegal conduct. Americans can dis-
agree with Mr. Trump’s style or tim-
ing, but they should be careful not
to confuse political dislike with
proof of impropriety.

MicHAEL P. MULHALL
Moseley, Va.

The Clock Isn’t the Problem

Nishant Sahdev is right that
“Telling Time Is a Complicated Busi-
ness” (op-ed, July 6), but he omits
one complication that is growing in
importance. Albert Einstein showed
that communication speeds can ap-
proach but never exceed the speed
of light, so that information asym-
metry is a fundamental property of
the universe.

Modern technology has mostly
worked to mitigate information
asymmetries, but financial markets
now operate at speeds that make
transient information asymmetries
unavoidable. When government
agencies release the latest data on
inflation, employment or crop
yields, they strive to make it avail-
able to everyone at once.

But this is a physical impossibil-
ity. In practice some firms access it
first, and transmit it to traders who
are able to exploit microsecond ad-
vantages over others. The resulting
racing inefficiencies can be reme-
died with market designs that slow
the pace of trading, but more accu-
rate clocks will not solve the under-
lying problem.

Brian MANNIX
Gainesville, Va.
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OPINION

Hamilton Was No Protectionist

By Phil Gramm
And Donald J. Boudreaux

reasury Secretary Scott

Bessent and U.S. Trade

Representative Jamieson

Greer have invoked the

policies of the first Trea-
sury secretary, Alexander Hamilton,
as precedents for President Trump’s
trade agenda. Hamilton, the finance
wizard of George Washington’s ad-
ministration, “touched the dead
corpse of the public credit, and it
sprung upon its feet,” in the words of
Daniel Webster. He is the most re-
spected financial officer in U.S. his-
tory. Enlisting him in support of the
president’s trade policy would cer-
tainly lend credibility to a policy that
so far, by most economic measures—
including economic growth and real

disposable personal income—has
failed.
Since Hamilton can’t defend him-

self, we'd like to defend him against
the claim that he would support Mr.
Trump’s protectionism. In Hamilton’s
1791 Report on the Subject of Manu-
factures, he made the case for gov-
ernment encouragement of American
manufacturing in a world dominated
by European powers that, he worried,

The first Treasury

secretary backed tariffs
mostly to raise revenue
and promote free trade.

for Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment member countries was below
3% and almost identical to that of the
U.S., and the OECD found that the
nontariff barriers of U.S. trading
partners aren’t significantly higher
than America’s nontariff barriers, it’s
highly doubtful that Hamilton would
support Trump policies. Hamilton in
essence rejected Mr. Trump’s tariffs
when he argued in his report that “if
the system of perfect liberty to indus-
try and commerce were the prevail-
ing system of nations, the arguments
which dissuade a country in the pre-
dicament of the United States, from
the zealous pursuits of manufactures
would doubtless have great force.”
1t’s true that Hamilton endorsed

could easily refuse to export their
manufactured goods to America in
exchange for American agricultural
products. As Hamilton explained, “if
Europe will not take from us the
products of our soil, upon terms con-
sistent with our interest, . . . there is
no other expedient, than to promote
manufacturing establishments” at
home. Promotion of U.S. manufactur-
ers could be provided by protective
tariffs or, even better in Hamilton's
view, by subsidies.

Messrs. Bessent and Greer claim
that the Trump administration is
simply reviving the Hamiltonian
trade policy that created the Ameri-
can economic colossus. But in the
21st century, when the average trade-
‘weighted tariff rate of Organization

some of the infant-industry
argument for tariffs, but he did so
because American industry then was
indeed in its infancy. America today
occupies a completely different posi-
tion, with productivity per manufac-
turing worker in the U.S. about 10
times as great as in China, U.S. capi-
tal markets as large as the rest of the
world combined, and America now in
its second century of dominating in-
novation and technological develop-
ment. The conditions that led Hamil-
ton to support tariffs have long since
disappeared. He never saw protec-
tion of domestic manufacturing as a
long-term policy but rather insisted
that “continuance of bounties on
manufactures long established must
almost always be of questionable
policy.”

Especially noteworthy is Hamil-

ton’s conviction that among the
greatest forces fostering U.S. indus-
trialization was its trade deficit and
resulting capital surplus, while Mr.
Trump sees the U.S. trade deficit as a
crisis and net foreign lending and in-
vestment in the U.S. as a “hemor-
rhaging of America’s lifeblood.” Ham-
ilton described net inbound foreign
capital as “a precious acquisition . . .
a most valuable auxiliary, conducing
to put in Motion a greater Quantity
of productive labour, and a greater
portion of useful enterprise than
could exist without it.” During the
country’s first century, we routinely
ran trade deficits as the British and
Dutch invested heavily in America.
They grew wealthy on those invest-
ments, and so did America.

The protectionist paternity claim
against Hamilton fails, as does the
claim that tariffs industrialized
America. Missing from this protec-
tionist story: Unlike today, in the 18th
and 19th century Congress had no
power to tax incomes, so most reve-
nue came from customs collections.
Hamilton knew that high protective
tariffs, by discouraging importing
and encouraging smuggling, sup-
pressed those collections. As Dart-
mouth’s Douglas Irwin notes, the tar-
iffs Hamilton proposed in his report
and Congress adopted were “not
highly protectionist duties because
Hamilton feared discouraging im-
ports, which were the critical tax
base on which he planned to fund the
public debt.” During Hamilton’s ten-
ure as Treasury secretary, his focus

in setting tariffs was to pay the gov-
ernment’s bills, not to protect domes-
tic manufacturing.

Protectionist forces didn’t triumph
in Congress until passage of the Tar-
iff Act of 1816, long after Hamilton
died. That movement peaked with the
adoption of the Tariff of Abomina-
tions in 1828, causing an electoral
bloodbath for its proponents. After
reaching an all-time high of 57.3% in
1830, the average tariff rate on all im-
ports was slashed by 74% over the
next 31 years.

The results for American industri-
alization are revealing. From 1816
through 1830, industrial production
grew at an average annual rate of 4%
as tariffs rose. From 1831 through
1860, industrial production exploded
by 6.7% a year as tariffs fell. During
the Civil War, tariffs were again
raised, but between 1866 and 1900
average tariff rates fell from 41.8% to
276% and industrial production grew
at an average annual rate of 5.6%. In
the 19th century industrialization oc-
curred most rapidly when tariffs
were falling, not when they were ris-
ing. By the turn of the century Presi-
dent William McKinley, whom Presi-
dent Trump often cites as a role
model for his tariff policy, was calling
for freer trade because “the period of
exclusiveness is passed. The expan-
sion of our trade and commerce is
the pressing problem.”

Nineteenth-century industrializa-
tion wasn’t fueled by protective tar-
iffs. Instead, as economist Frank
Taussig concluded in 1915, it was
fueled by “the intelligence and inven-
tiveness of the people; these being
promoted again by the breath of free-
dom and competition in all their af-
fairs.” And as Albert Gallatin, the lon-
gest-serving Treasury secretary,
earlier observed, “to ascribe that un-
exampled and uninterrupted prosper-
ity, which even legislative errors can-
not arrest, to a tariff is one of the
most strange delusions by which in-
telligent men have ever suffered
themselves to be deceived.”

Mr. Gramm, a former chaxrman of
the Senate Bankmg Cl

Mamdani
Emulates

Elon Musk

By Kate Farmer

ohran Mamdani may loathe
Z billionaires, but he is taking

inspiration from the world’s
only trillionaire. In May New York’s
mayor launched the Commission on
Government Efficiency, or COGE—
obviously patterned after Elon
Musk’s DOGE.

Apart from Mr. Musk’s depart-
ment’s focus on tech, DOGE and
COGE are remarkably alike. In its
founding executive order from Pres-
ident Trump, DOGE committed to
“modernizing Federal technology
and software to maximize govern-
mental efficiency and productivity.”
In its first press release, COGE com-
mits to “removing outdated bureau-
cratic barriers that slow infrastruc-
ture projects . . . modernizing
government to improve efficiency
and saving.”

Even more striking is that
Messrs. Trump and Mamdani agree
on a good idea. COGE’s deregulation
and government efficiency agenda
is promising. If it stays true to that
mission, COGE could make New
York a healthier climate for busi-
ness and reduce government bloat
and spending.

COGE’s 16-member governing
commission is modestly diverse,
and not only in the DEI sense. Two,
Marc V. Shaw and Ana Oliveira, are
alumni of Mike Bloomberg’s admin-
istration. Kathryn Wylde is a board
member at the center-right Manhat-
tan Institute and former CEO of the
Partnership for New York City, a
business advocacy group.

New York’s Commission
on Government Efficiency,
or COGE, is a promising
and surprising effort.

nonresident senior fellow at the
American Enterprise Institute. Mr.
Boudreaux is a professor of econom-
ics at George Mason University and
the Mercatus Center. Michael Solon
contributed to this article.

Ukraine Brings the War to My First Russian Home

By Gregg Opelka

istracted by Graham Platner,

the Fourth of July and Folarin

Balogun’s red card, the Ameri-
can press hardly noticed a successful
Ukrainian drone strike Monday
against Russia’s largest oil refinery,
in the Siberian city of Omsk. Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr Zelensky
gloated: “Siberia, too, is now within
reach of Ukrainian precision strikes.”

The attack didn’t go unnoticed by
me. 1 worked for several months a
year from 1990 through 1992 at the
Omsk Musical Theater. In 1993 and
1994, 1 worked in two other Russian
cities—Yekaterinburg (Sverdlovsk in
Soviet times), in the Ural Mountain
region and Khabarovsk in the Far
East—but Omsk was moy pervyy
russkiy dom, my first Russian home.
1 have dozens of friends and col-
leagues still living there, and my
warmest memories of working in
theater in Soviet and post-Soviet
Russia come from this frigid city.

Not long after the attack on the
oil factory, a friend—originally from
Omsk but for more than 20 years a
U.S. citizen with her own thriving
business in the Midwest—sent me a
photo of the city taken by a child-
hood friend who still lives there,
from her apartment window. Con-
cerned for her friend’s safety, she
asked me not to publish it. It is un-
nerving to see how close the drone
came to the dozens of apartment
buildings surrounding the plant.

I had never heard of any military
strikes on Omsk, and it turns out
there hadn’t been any since 1919,
when the city was the capital of the
“White Movement,” an anti-Bolshe-
vik resistance. Omsk was ultimately
captured by the Bolshevik Red Army.

My relationship with Omsk began
humbly: I was one of seven American
artists who traveled there in Novem-

ber 1990 to produce my first musi-
cal, “Charlie’s Oasis,” or “Charlie-
Bar” as it was called in Russian. The
producer of the theater, Boris Rot-
berg, saw my show in Chicago that
spring and commissioned it for his

A drone strike in Omsk
reminds me of my time
there in the early 1990s.

theater, where it would be per-
formed by his actors and musicians,
guided by our American production
team—hook writer, choreographer
composer/lyricist (me), director, in-
terpreter, orchestrator and set de-
signer. Omsk was a zakryty gorod, or

closed city, because of its military
operations and its oil factories. This
meant that we Americans were as
strange to the Russians as they were
to us.

At the time, a food shortage was
in full force. Russians stood in long
lines for staples like bread and milk.
We experienced this firsthand at the
Lighthouse Hotel, where the stan-
dard breakfast was a plate of shred-
ded boiled beets piled high, which
we dubbed “beet mountain.”

We joked at the time about the
KGB listening in on our rehearsals or
dinners with actors, but m reality
the Soviet Union was coll

like the safest place on earth.
According to January data from
the Levada Center, the country’s in-
dependent polling organization,
roughly 76% of Russians said they
support the Russian armed forces’
actions in Ukraine, although Russia’s
strict control of information flow
makes this number hard to trust. An-
other friend of mine from Omsk, Ma-
rina, who left her hometown in the
mid-"80s for a better life in the U.S.,
texted me on hearing of the drone
attack: “It pains me to see that so
many of the population still support
Putin and the war he started.”
who lived and

rap-
idly and would fall completely in a
little more than a year. Apart from
the dangerously low overnight tem-
peratures, faraway Omsk seemed

As
worked there, it pains me too.

Mr. Opelka is a musical-theater
composer-lyricist.

Socialists Will Join the Mainstream

By Ted Van Dyk

earing 92, I am temporarily

under home health care after

some falls. I have passed the
time talking about current events and
politics with my young caregivers,
who are sympathetic to socialist
Democratic candidates and their
messages.

Much media coverage portrays so-
cialists as trying to take over the
Democratic Party. As a veteran of
Democratic administrations and na-
tional campaigns, I see them in a dif-
ferent light.

The most avid organizers and par-
tisans in past national campaigns
have been on the flanks of the two
major parties. After campaigns
ended, they typically folded into the
parties’ mainstreams and became
leaders in subsequent electoral cy-
cles. This was particularly true for
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the Democratic Party of 1960s and
*70s peace protesters. It also was true
of earlier hard-left alumni of the De-
pression era and in the lead-up to the
Great Society.

We now can watch the voting pat-
terns of newly elected socialists as
they begin their careers in the U.S.
House and elsewhere. I expect them,
like most of their colleagues, to re-
spond to their constituencies.

We shouldn’t lose sight of our
founding documents and institutions.
The people still rule, and elected offi-
cials will continue to represent the
majority opinion of their voters. Most
Americans remain common-sense
pragmatists who look to their elected
representatives to provide security, a
stable economy and fair social policy.

During my adult life, the Great So-

ciety years were the most successful
for Democrats. They produced the
1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965
Voting Rights Act, Medicare, Medic-
aid, federal education aid and the war
on poverty. Today’s Democrats
should offer a policy program in the
same spirit.

In their time, Great Society Demo-
crats united conservatives and mod-
erates in their party as well as mod-
erate Republicans. I fear no takeover
by hard-left true believers, but I
worry that Trump derangement syn-
drome will overcome Democrats who
should be focused on the common-
sense, everyday voters who decide
elections.

Mer. Van Dyk is author of “Heroes,
Hacks and Fools.”

Notable &5 Quotable: Platner

From a July 7 tweet by Lyndsey Fi-
field, an accuser of Maine Senate
candidate Graham Platner:

I actually understand why Demo-
crat leaders didn’t take our stories
seriously when the [New York] Times
reported them in June but are taking
them seriously now.

It was by design.

The line most shared from the
piece was the claim that the Times
“could not corroborate” my story de-
spite talking to two of my friends.

1 gave them the contact informa-
tion for five friends.

They called the two who I clarified
would not know about the abuse but
would be able to affirm our relation-
ship timeline, events, etc.

They simply did not call the other
three. . .. My friends might not have
known the details of the abuse, but
they affirmed that yes, I had told
them that he was abusive—long be-
fore he ran for Senate.

Besides, they assured, my part in
their reporting would be small. T
thought my details would only serve
to affirm Jenny [Racicot] and the
other anonymous woman.

Jenny and I—having never met or
spoken—both shared with these re-
porters terrifyingly similar details of
intimate partner violence, coercive
control, and cycles of abuse/love
bombing. The third unnamed woman
in the story did as well.

But tell me again how they “could
not corroborate.”

COGE is holding public hearings
across the city’s five boroughs—
seven so far, with three more set for
this summer—where experts and
members of the public can testify
on changes they want made to the
city charter. Many New York busi-
ness owners and developers at-
tended the first hearing, on capital-
project delivery and permitting, on
June 9. Based on the hearings,
COGE will propose amendments to
appear on the ballot in November.

One proposal before COGE, from
the nonprofit Abundance New York,
is to consolidate the messy bureau-
cratic process behind building per-
mits. Developers often must seek
approvals, permits and inspections
from a dozen or more city agencies,
such as the departments of Build-
ings, Environmental Protection and
City Planning. The proposal would
designate the Buildings Department
as the single authority overseeing
requirements from all other in-
volved agencies so developers aren’t
subject to repetitive paperwork and
delays.

Another proposal, from a Bronx
hearing, would expand the fiscal-im-
pact statements that accompany
proposed legislation at the City
Council. The statements cover a
bill’s cost to the city budget for two
fiscal years. The proposal would re-
quire an additional “small-business
impact statement.”

Other proposals include procure-
ment reform, which would pay city
contractors more quickly, and re-
moving the revocable-consent re-
quirement for outdoor seating,
which can trigger six months or
more of multi-layer review just for
a restaurant to put tables and chairs
outside.

But COGE will confront a truth

table to Mr.

When you shrink government bloat,
you inevitably shrink the govern-
ment workforce. He needs the extra
cash to fund his big-ticket cam-
paign promises like free public
buses and child care, but will his
union base understand? Some of his
COGE commissioners may not. The
group is dominated by pro-union
advocates.

When DOGE began work in Wash-
ington, it sparked panic inside the
Beltway. The COGE crew probably
won’t have a similar effect. But the
real question is how COGE will
reach its spending reduction and
government efficiency goals without
big cuts.

Mr. Mamdani and big labor ap-
pear to have a cozy relationship.
But it’s beginning to fray, as bodega
owners criticize his government-run
grocery stores and steamfitters”
unions condemn socialism. COGE’s
tightening of New York City’s belt
could instill similar discontent. As
much as Mr. Mamdani needs the ex-
tra cash and efficiency, time will tell
if he has the political will to see it
through.

Ms. Farmer is a social-media edi-
tor for the Journal editorial page.
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“Without fear and without favour®

Le Pen, Farage and the people’s verdict

The two rightwing

leaders seek salvation
through the ballot box

I have done nothing wrong. Let the peo-

ple decide. Marine Le Pen and Nigel
Farage had the same defiant - response

It was a coincidence of timing, but
hardly a surprise. Siding with the people
against a supposedly self-serving politi-
cal elite is the essence of populism. Don-
ald Trump famously said in 2016 he
could stand in the middle of New York’s
Fifth Avenue “and shoot somebody, and
1 wouldn't lose any voters”. A popular
mandate can be a literal or metaphori-

to, in her case, a crimi and

card, as events in

in his, an alleged breach of parliamen-
tary financial disclosure rules: to snde'

Amenca have shown. Trump has made
apolitical career hghtmgh hat he claims

and invited voters in his constituency to
back him and “stick two fingers” up to
the “establishment”.

Farage’s stunt has already fallen flat,
with the other main parties refusing to
run against him. The Reform UK leader
hoped to pre-empt a potential by-elec-
tion being triggered in his constituency
if he is found to have broken parliamen-
tary rules, Instead he risks looking ridic-
ulous. If he is re-elected, the investiga-
tioninto the £5mn payment can resume

step the authorities by app is judicial p ,and hasendan-  and might yet be expanded to include

directly to voters. gered American liberal d in  other undecl A further
The French far-right leader and her lhe process. Le Pen and Farage are  by-election could still result.

part are formidable, battle- g to take their countries Le Pen spent years vilifying a suppos-

hardened populist campaigners who
have never been closer to taking power.
But their ascent has been jeopardised by
accusations of financial irregularities:
Le Pen has been convicted of embez-
zling BU funds; Farage is facing a parlia-
mentary standards investigation over
his failure to declare a £5mn gift from a
cryptobilli Their response wasto

ft.com/opinion

submit themselvestoan election.

down the same perilous road.

Le Pen and Farage see redemption in
the ballot box. After Le Pen said she
would after all run in next year’s presi-
dential election, her Rassemblement
National party published an image on
social media of its leader with arms out-
stretched like Jesus and the word “ren-
aissance”. Farage's gesture was cruder.

edly venal elite and once championed
the idea of banning people convicted of
misusing public funds from running for
office. Hypocrisy aside, her manoeuvre
is more plausible. As is her right, she has
applied to France’s highest court to
overturn her embezzlement conviction
and sentence, which would require her
to wear an elect.rumc tag. The penalties

He resigned hisown y seat

are and she is

A popular
mandate ca
be aliteral ar
metaphorical
‘get out of jail

Iree’ card, as
evenis
America
have shown

free to run in April’s first-round elec-
tion. But what would she do if the court
confirms the sentence early next year?
The RN leader said on Tuesday nothing
could now stop her candidacy.

Voters may ultimately have the final
say. If her conviction is upheld but Le
Pen stays in the race, they will have to
decide whether they want someone
with a criminal conviction in the Elysée
Palace. Millions of French voters, angry
with mainstream politics, will not care.
But she needs the support of floating
voters to win. A Trump-style confronta-
tion with France's institutions weeks
before polling day risks undoing her
efforts to make her party less toxic and
more respectable.

Populists draw strength from the
weakness of their mainstream oppo-
nents, It is urgent now that France’s
bickering centrist and centre-right par-
ties unite around one compelling candi-
date. Similarly in Britain, unless the
Labour government can renew itself, it
is still far too early to write off Farage.

Opinion Technology

Climate and the great
Al data centre cover-up

Marta Hogueta

Pilita
Clark

Uis just over 40 years since a US
political journalist wrote
something about scandals that
should have been mandatory
reading inschool classrooms from

thenon.

“The scandal isn't what's illegal, the
scandalis what’s legal,” wrote Michael
Kinsley. He was talking about the way
rules are written to let powerful
insiders, from Wall Street to Washing-
ton, get away with unfair but lawful
behaviour.

People say Kinsley's adage is
outdated in the age of President
Donald Trump Theyare wrong. l.ook

than the:

mental misery Al barons are foisting

on us as they race to build more data

centres,

Data hubs already devour more
electricity globally than all but 10
countries. About 448 terawatt hours

By 2030 they could be
using enough water to
meet the needs of all 1.3bn
sub-Saharan Africans

last year if you're interested. The Al
boom means that amount is on track
to roughly double within four years.
This would be less of a problem if
all the new electricity were green, It
won't be because so many countries
still get most of their power from fossil
fuels. That includes the US and China,
lhe two largest data centre markets
by far.

SoLhe faster these sites mu]uply the
re planet-heatil
fortherestofus.

It gets worse. The battle to build
data centres is so fierce that the tech
giants are not hanging around and
waiting for a backlogged grid connec-
tion like other companies. Instead,
they are funding their own off-grid
power plants.

And because they want features
such as super-reliable “five nines”, or
99.999 per cent power availability
with only afew minutes of downtime a
year, they are often going for systems
powered by gas and diesel, which emit
air pollutants when burnt.

As of this year, analysts say data
centre developers in the US have
announced about 100GW of off-grid
gas generation. It's unlikely this will
all be built, but Mark Zuckerberg’s
Meta alone is planning to fund 10
gas power plants across Louisiana for
itshubs.

And here’s where that Kinsley rule
of legal scandals kicks in.

Louisiana is one of 1 growing
number of places trying to lure Al
investment with business-friendly
rules that in some states mean faster
power plant approvals anc less public
scrutiny.

As Reuters reported last month, an
©Ohio law has allowed some plants to
be approved in just 45 days without
public hearings.

People are understandably angry.
An unprecedented 75 US data centre
projects worth around $130bn were
blocked or delayed in the first three
months of this year, nearly as many as
in the whole of 2025, says the Data
Center Watch research greup. It reck-
ons active opposition group numbers
have grown from 396 at the end of
202510833 by the end of March.

The Al giants” demand for electric-
ity is only part of the problem. Data
centres are a concrete target if you're
worrying about job-killingrobots. But
they also swallow up land and water.
By 2030, they could be using enough
water to meet the basic needs of all
1.3bn sub-Saharan Africans for a year,
UN researchers estimate.

You can see why it is so important to
know exactly what these companies
are building and where. But transpar-
ency is for the little people. You and 1
might be fined for not telling the gov-
ernment what we earned last year. An
Alcompany can quietly getthe nod for
agas power plant across the road from
‘your home without so much as a pub-
lic hearing. It's not needed for private
off-grid customers, developerssay.

All of this is why Antdnio Guterres,
the UN secretary-general, last month
called on all big Al companies to dis-
close their data centres’ carbon emis-
sions, waterand land use.

1 wish him luck. Meta, Google and
other blg tech companies have long

blished data on
ejcctnuty and water use, Whld] has
often soared since Al took off in 2022.
But the figures are not always broken
down for their data centres and it is
hard to find any reporting on the effect.
of Alworkloads.

Last week I asked seven companies
ifthey would heed Guterres's call.

My queries went unansvered by all
except Microsoft and OpenAl, who
sent me their latest publ shed envi-
ronmental material, but declined to
discuss Guterres's request.

OpenAl’s policy on Al infrastruc-
ture is still instructive. “We support
policies that require transparency
around water, electricity, and govern-
ment agreements,” it says, “with

. lons o/ masital
security, commercial sensitivities,
trade secrets, and proprietary
information.”

Thecase, Ithink, is closed.

litaclark@fi
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Britain is still dependent on the kindness of strangers

The Bank of England’s plan to restrict
how much debt hedge funds may use
when trading UK government bonds
makes perfect sense from a procedural
point of view (“Bank of England to
push ahead with plan to limit hedge
fund leverage”, Report, July 2).

Given the scale of the UK's debts and
how much the government continues
to borrow, the Treasury has ncgreuably
by ly reliant on i
investors, who currently hold around
30 per cent of gilts. The Bank of
England is clearly seeking to ensure
this exposure does not get out of hand
should there be a period of financial

turmoil. Such turmoil was seen in the
aftermath of the Liz Truss mini-
Budget, where unforeseen problems
with liability-driven investments
rapidly became a problem. Limiting
leverage could mean that an orderly
market withdrawal would not become
acatastrophic stampede.

But such a strategy — however
rational —immediately raises the
question of why the bank needs to do
it. Cynics could be forgiven for
inferring the bank would only plan to
do so if it anticipates developments the
markets might not like. Ultimately,
the scheme cannot fix the underlying

problem, which is that we have lost a
stable investor base in UK government.
debt. The bank itself is selling off its
gilt holdings (quantitative tightening)
while defined benefit pension schemes
continue to shrink. In January, the
bank’s governor Andrew Bailey warned
that international hedge funds — the
flightiest class of investors — now
“dominate” the gilt market. It would
not take much for them to take fright.
There are ways this could be
changed. Encouraging more domestic
investors to hold UK gilts would be
highly sensible at this stage — they are
already exempt from capital gains tax,

but perhaps the government could
consider making them inheritance tax
exempt as well? Encouraging retail
investors to take a greater stake in
government debt would do more, and
be more sustainable, than
disincentivising hedge funds from
doing the same. But unless and until we
can persuade more people to invest in
this way we will remain, to borrow a
phrase from former governor Mark
Carney, highly “dependent on the
kindness of strangers™.

James Sproule
Chief Economist (UK), Handelsbanken,
London EC2, UK

Mathematics opens
doors across industries

Asa graduate in mathematics from the
University of Dundee, I find it sad that
the subject is being marginalised
(“There will be no more games like
Minecraft without maths”, Opinion,
July2).

That foundation in mathematics has
led to opportunities for me to work in
aerospace, on submarines and in
energy, including, more recently, a
seven-year stint in the Middle East that
also involved teaching statistics to Arab
graduate engineers.

Speaking the language of
mathematics opens many doors and
is valued across a number of
disciplines, including finance, project
management and engmecnng, in
addition to i

BANX

The real problem is
planning capacity
Martin Wolf reminds Andy Burnham
of Mark Twain’s line that “It ain’t what
you don't know that gets you into
trouble. It’s what you know for sure
that just ain't so” (Opinion, July 6).
Well straight back at him. His
assertion that part of the answer to
greater levels of housing is “far fewer
planning controls” does not pass
muster with most people within the
planning system. They'll point out that
acombination of hollowed out council
planning departments and the absence
of leadership to marshal resources are

Ifit’s better outcomes you are
mmmted in, ra!hcr than a priori focus
on lowering then the focus

and gaming.
Looking at the huge strides made by
the Chinese over recent years — as they
have pioneered the teaching and
application of mathematics they have
learnt from us as overseas students to
compete against us — it's critical for

our country to embrace maths as much

should be on investing in skilled
officers, and then expecting local
leaders to lock everyone involved in

pproving planning applications in a
room until they resolve any concerns.

as posnble to prevent (he UK further
liding into ymity on the
world surge
John Fraser Lee Waters

Chartered Statistician, Cheshire, UK

Penarth, Wales

Northern exposure

Alan Beattie in his piece “All hail the
King of the North! But which north?"
discusses Liverpool and Manchester,
Yorkshire and Lancashire, but fails to
mention the true north, the land above
the erroneously named “central” belt
of Scotland (Opinion, July 3).

Living in the Highlands of Scotland,
we are used to this oversight and often
have to bite our tongues, Even
Edinburgh, the capital, is nearer to
Manchester than it is to my house.
John White
Kilmuir, Isle of Skye, Scotland

Take the fizz out of politics

Morgan McSweeney arranges his first
comeback interview with the FT's
political editor on the chef’s day off
(Lunch with the FT, July 2). This
ineptness and lack of forward planning
seems emblematic of Starmer’s last
days — and what miserable fare!
Takeaway pizzas and fizzy drinks.
Patrick M Dransfield

Kowloon, Hong Kong

LAS VEGAS

The male
wellness guide
to peptides

by Josh Gabert-Doyon

nasuburban Las Vegas medical
plaza, the designated parking
spots outside Eytan Klepach's
clinic are all labelled with the
words "American Male”.

‘The hormone therapy and peptide
clinic is one of many providers that
have tapped into the booming market
for consumer healthcare, It
underwent a rebrand to “American

production. Weight-loss drugs such as

together. One, a fitness influencer

GLP-lsamlhebesllmownpephd&, called Larry Wheels, told me he took
but there are b asteroid called Anavar,
that claim to address everythmg from | and two different peptides, BPC-157
sexual health to muscle gainand skin | and TB-500, so that he could stream
tanning. Many are sold by anonymous | his life “15 hours a day”.
online distributors that source the raw Tywenty-two-year-old attendee Ryan
materials from labs in China. Roberts said that he injects weight-
Despite limited medical evidence of | loss peptide retatrutide and GHK-CU
their efficacy, peptides have also for anti-ageing skincare, “Everybody

Medical Wellness” back in 2020 in become widespread in the cosmetic at UCSB does them,” he said, referring
arder to reach a broader audience. industry, mainly as topical anti-ageing | to the University of California Santa
The parking assignment, however, is skincare and “tweakments” marketed | Barbara, where he is a student.
unchanged. to women. And while they are Stunt performer and content

A self-y p’odmm:d supporter of typically banned or available for creator Ryan Tremaine Klarenbach
health secretary Robert F Kennedy Ji's | research use only in the US, UK and was one of the few to offer a word of
Make America Healthy Again Europe, sellers like Klepach have «caution. He purchased BPC-157 fora
movement, Klepach (a serial found aworhmlmd hymllzboraﬁng knee injury but left the vial
entrepreneur with a background in with ph top d. “It didn't come with a
phone repair stores) claims to have rma!ogous peptides — often syringe so I had to go to the pharmacy
been the first to ise peptide — that are not on the and pick one up. In that moment I was
supplements in Las Vegas. Hesayshis | banned list. like, ‘this is really weird""
customer base is now split between Las Vegas's reputation as a place Klarenbach isn't the only one
locals and a growing number of where anything goes makes itan having second thoughts. Despite the
medical tourists who visit Vegas for obvious choice for peptides and Enhanced Games' move into the
the latest “wellness™ treatments. hormonz therapies. But the city’s peptide business this year, Michael

us h isii has run int bad Sagner, a pnvalr doctor who sits on its
hormonal. Prescriptions for press. At a longevif last medical said
testosterone among American men year, hosted by the American that he had come to suspect that most
increased from 7.3mn in 2019 tomore | Academy of Anti-Aging Medicine, two | peptides rely on a “strong placebo
than 11mn in 2024, according to people were hospitalised after effect”.
clinical research provider IQVIA. receiving peptide injections at a But that has done nothing to hold
Restrictions on insurance coverage vendor booth. The Nevada Pharmacy | back hormone and peptide treatment
mean that many are buying from Board later fined three practitioners sales. Klepach hopes to expand
direct-to-consumer telehealth or cash- | involved in the incident. nationwide. “It used to be a taboo,
based clinics. That did not stop the ity from especially for men,” he explains.

As treatments become more hasting the inaugural Enhanced “Today, everybody is comparing their
popular, some patients are seekingto | Games, aka the “steroid Olympics”,in | stack and how much they're using. It's
“stack” testosterone with peptides — late May. In a hospitality area behind become a status symbol.”
injectable amino acids that typically h dstand, some 500 infl:
target the body’s natural hormone socialised and streamed content oshua. gabertdoyon@fi.com
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Europe must have the financial power to match its economic heft

Enrico
Letta

very few months a new shock

strikes Europe and every few

months we reach for the old

answers — a crisis-manage-

ment summit and, eventu-

ally, an emergency package. A tempo-

rary fix to hold the line until the next

blow arrives. Each response is reactive,

often unavoidable, and ultimately
beside the point.

The EU must that weare

clout, Europe’s internal divisions push it
to the margins of decisions that will
shape our future anc deepen our
dependence on others for the technolo-
gies and resources our economies need.
Fragmentation is a strategic vulnerabil-
ity and our competitors understand this
better than we do.

Nowhere is this clearer, or the harm
more self-inflicted, than in finance.
Europe does not lack savings. But n is

lly unable to put thy

Year after year, the wealth of Eum
pean households flows out to finance
growth elsewhere, above all in the US,
while our own companies hunt abroad
for the capital to expand. In the real
the US and EU blocs still

currently going through a systemic
shift. The global economy is being reor-
dered around continental-scale blocs
where power stems from size, level of
integration and the dynamism of the
internal economy. Against this back-

belong roughly to the same league. The
EU accounts for around 18 per cent of
global GDP, against about25 per cent for
the US. Butin equity markets thegapisa
yawning one. US companies make up
more than 60 pcr cent of the world s

We rebuilt a system that had come close
to collapse. That stability has been a
major achievement and it must remain
central to everything we do.

Yet stability alone has not produced a
financial system that stimulates growth.
Europe still finances itself above all
through its banks, and the post-crisis
architecture that made them safer was
designed first and foremost Lo preserve

Year after year, the wealth

of ELT households fAows to

finance growth elsewhere,
above all in the US

stability, limit risk and prevent another
systemic collapse. That remains essen-
tial but the same framework now also
weighs on the lending capacity that
firms need toinvest, innovate and scale.

The [ k does not need dis-

drop, the EU’s central weak isnota
shortage of talent, capital or ideas. It is
fragmentation.

In a world where economic weight
translates directly into geopolitical

quity; E

account foronly: amund 10 per cent.
None of this is accidental. After the

last financial crisis, Europe made stabil-

ity its overriding priority and rightly so.

mantling, but it does need recalibrating
so that a banking system built to be safe
can also finance investment, innovation
and scale. A recent report estimates that

simplifying the EU bank capital stack
could unlock trillions in additional lend-
ingtothereal economy.

This is the promise of the Savings and
Investments Union (SIU). Its purpose is
to turn the savings of European house-
holds, the continent’s most underused
resource into investment in Europe’s
own future rather than someone else’s.
That means giving banks the room to
lend and creating capital markets deep
and integrated enough for money to
reach places where it is needed, while
keeping intact the protections that
make our economy resilient. An econ-
omy that finances its own ambitions
and shares the rewards is both stronger
and mor= autonomous than one that
exports its savings and imports its
dependence.

Most of the proposals for SIU are
known and many are already on the
table. What has been missing is the will
totreat them as a single strategic choice,
rather than a list of issues to be negoti-
ated until all ambition quietly drains
away.

This is why timing matters. This
month, Ireland has taken up the presi-

Retail investors
and the perils
of private assets

Robert
Armstrong

A |

o private assets belong in
retail investment portfo-
lios? Individuals® savings
have long been funnelled

largest US “alts” — Blackstone, Apollo,
KKR, Ares and Carlyle — had about
$900bn in assets under management at
the end of 2015. By the end of last year,
they had $1tn (to put that in context,
the entire US banking system held $25tn
inassetsat the end of 2025).

The asset reshuffle isn® just about the
banks. Fewer and fewer companies
want their equity or debt to trade pub-
licly. This reflects wariness about the

volatility and of markets.

it seems odd tosay they can-

And public markets are not great at val-

over Imingly towards
liquid stocks and bonds. Introducing
illiquid private equity and private credit
could add complexity, opacity and risk.

with h flows.
Bilateral relationships with owners and
creditors can be a source of stability. For
some companies and assets, private

That scares people. Butitisi to

ownershi

bear in mind why private assets are on
the rise, and focus on the real drivers of
investment success.

The ascendance of private assets
began with the great financial crisis.
This demonstrated how dangerous it
can be to hold illiquid assets like real
estate on leveraged, deposit-funded
bank balance sheets, and reminded eve-
ryone how contagious market volatility
canbe.

In response, there has been a multi-
year reshuffling of which financial insti-
tutions hold what assets. Banks have
deleveraged and become more selective
about what they own. A lot of what the
banks have shed has reappeared inside
investment funds operated by special-
ists in private equity, private credit and
real estate. The biggest and most diver-
sified of these funds are now known as
“alternative asset managers”. The five

Manjari Chatterjee
Miller

eventy-one years ago, Chinese

premier Zhou Enlai stood

before an audience of rapt

African and Asian nations in

Bandung, Indonesia, and
made a Trumpian statement: alliances,
he declared, should be “abandoned™
because they were “to nobody’s good”.
The US secretary of state John Foster
Dulles denounced this nascent doctrine
of non-alignment as an “immoral and
shortsighted conception.”

Non-aligned countries were, accord-
ingto the US and its allies, naive at best
and hypocritical at worst. But today,
America —which once derided the non-
aligned movement and worked to
undermine it — is increasingly, if unwit-
tingly, adopting the core tenets of an ide-
ology bornin Asiaand Africa.

Non-alignment, or “strategic auton-
omy” intoday’s parlance, calls for coun-

works better.

The landscape created by the great
asset reshuffle has its own risks, but it’s
an improvement on the pre-GFC model,
and there is a key place in it for private
assets.

Even acknowledging that, it is fair to
ask if private asset investment is best
left to pension funds, endowments and
the like. The alt managers want to grow,
and haye families’ retirement pots in
their sights. Savers need to decide
whether to listen to their pitch, and reg-
ulators need to decide what to allow.

Currently, the standard private asset
offering for retail investors is “ever-
green” funds, which are perpetual and
offer limited periodic liquidity — unlike
private funds aimed at institutions,
Whl(‘h lock up moncy for years, pay out

for

n:\:ul’ If investors am pemm!ed to buy
the wildly speculative tech conglomer-

not be trusted to understand evergreen
structures. Too opaque? Some fund dis-
closures are thin, but that should be a
fixable problem.

The most controversial issue is the

thanare available in public markets?

Of course, private assets in general,
and evergreen structures in particular,
may ultimately prove a poor fit for most
retail investors. The point is that the
complexity, opacity and liquidity issues

limited liquidity of gl funds.
Several big ones have recently been hit
with redemption requests well beyond
the standard limit of 5 per cent of fund
assets per quarter, leaving some inves-
tors “trapped”. But the liquidity gates on
these products are stated plainly at the
outset, and there is nothing complex
about them. In short: if you want out
now, get in line. Individuals can handle
illiquid investments in houses, life
insurance policies and certificates of
deposit. Why not illiquid equity or
credit, if they provide access to different
assets, with different return profiles,

Issues of complexity.
opacity and liquidity are
surmountable, but the
biggest barrier is price

are sur le, if there are genuine
benefits cn offer. Retail investors are not
children, and we should not rush to cut
them off from an asset class that reflects
agrowingshare of the economy.

There is another, more important
barrier, however: price. The best thing
that has happened to savers over the
past half-century is that the cost of par-
ticipating in public markets has been
driven dewn to nearly nothing. Because
of the introduction of passive invest-
ment products, competition among bro-
kers and technology, the fees for buying,
selling and holding many liquid finan-
cial assetsare now atiny fraction of a per
cent of the assets’ value. At the same
time, there has been a welcome shift in
financial advice, away from how to
“beat the market” and towards a focus
on maintainingadiversified portfolio
while being ruthless about ripping
costsout.

dency of the EU Council for the eigkth
time under an old Irish motto: there is
no strength without unity. Few under-
stand better what integration can
achieve than the Irish, who have seen
their own economy transformed within
ageneration by openness and the single
market.

Ireland now has a rare opportunity to
carry forward the ambitious One
Europe, One Market agenda adopted by
EU institutions in April. This is a road-
‘map with strict deadlines for complat-
ingthe single market under the treaties
we already have. It should be pursued
with the utmost energy and completed
infull.

The choice before us is more acute
than we would like to admit. Either
Europe builds the financial power to
match its economic weight, or it accepts
slow, managed decline into dependence
andirrelevance.

In a fragmented world, scale is power.
And for the EU, scale can only come
from unity.

The writer is dean of IE University and

former prime minister of Italy

As the alt investment industry has
become more competitive, there has
been downward pressure on the fees
paid by institutions. Retail investors
have not been as lucky. Blackstone's
Bered, one of the largest private credit
funds available to retail, charges a man-
agement fee of 1.25 per cent and takes
12.5 per cent of profits (after a 5 per cent
hurdle rate has been met). KKR’s retail
private equity product charges 1.5 per
cent and 15 per cent. These are not fee
structures retail investors should go
anywhere near.

The industry will argue that sourcing
private assets for their funds s a labour-
intensive, bespoke process. This s true.
Private assets funds will always chaige
more than their public market peers.
But the required direction of travel is
clear. The market for public assets got
cheap after years of withering competi-
tion, cost-cutting, consolidation and
falling margins among brokers and fund
‘managers. After a few years of the same
treatment, the “alt” managers’ products
will be amuch better fit for retail.

robert.armstrong@fi.com

tries to put their own interests above
great-power politics and refuse to take

United States and the Soviet Union —
with scant obligations in return.
N i

sides. Although Washington would nations
never dream of using either term,aUS ~ behaved hypmnuca]ly. damagmg lheu’
ini ion that has th d to ions and future rel

pull out of Nato, made clear that all alli-
ances are transactional and shown sym-
palhy for Russia’s territorial ambitions

bracing the subs of the non-

Indian prime minister ]awaharlal
Nehru, an ardent admirer of the Soviet
Union, refused to condemn Moscow in
of crisis, such as when the

ahgnmenl doctrine.

At first glance, the idea of non-align-
ment could not be further from Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s Maga worldview.
It took shape at the April 1955 Afro-
Asian Bandung Conference where
newly decolonised nations convened to
condemn great-power rivalry.

It seemed a largely moral doctrine.
Countries such as Egypt, India and Josip
Broz Tito's Yugoslavia claimed they
were for peace, disarmament and the
right to forge their own third way. But in
fact, non-alignment was cold, hard real-
politik. It allowed nations to steer clear
of binding alliances at the peak of the
cold war while still extracting benefits
from both superpowers. India, for
example, received decades of develop-
ment and military aid from both the

Today's America is
increasingly, if unwittingly,
aclopting an ideology born

in Asia and Africa

Sovietsinvaded Hungary in 1956, India’s
tilt towards the Kremlin became so pro-
nounced that its bilateral relationship
with Russia is, to this day, a liability in
the US-India partnership.

But the history of non-alignment also
reveals its costs. The movement was
largely unsuccessful; it was the tool of
the weak. More importantly, it had lim-
ited utility. For poor countries, the ide-
ology made sense — development with-

How Trump brought non-alignment back from the dead

out entanglement in great-power con-
flict. But as countries grew richer, the
idea of benefits without obligations
became harder to maintain. And since
alliances take years to develop, many
were left without friends in the post-
coldwarera.

China, which has not entered a formal
alliance since the founding of non-
alignment, offers one example. Its cur-
rent relationships with larger powers
such as Russia are transactional, with
little of the deep trust or shared beliefs
that once characterised US-led alliances
such as Nato. And although Iran is a
major partner of China and one of its
biggest oil suppliers, China has dis-
tanced itself from the country during
the US-led war. Instead, Beijing asked
Tehran to be mindful of the concerns of
its Gulf neighbours,

Non-alignment has even been prob-
lematic for India — despite trying to
pivot towards western defence suppli-
ers, it hasstruggled to modernise its mil-
itary, which depends on Russian hard-
ware. Ard hostile relationships with
neighbours have made its own backyard
one of the most dangerous in the world.

The costs of non-alignment are
already appearing for the US. Trump’s

musings about withdrawing from Nato, :

calling the Ukraine war Europe’s prob-
lem, empathising with Putin’s historical
and territorial claims, and repeated
statements about the annexation of
Greenland have led to allies openly
looking for alternatives. Canada is
investing in Arctic military capabilities.
Poland and Finland are exploring bilat-
eral defence pacts. Most worryingly, no
ally expressed, let alone provided, any
support or sympathy for US security
interestsin the Iran war.

Non-aligned countries never man-
aged to build, even among themselves,
the deep network of trust, friendships
and shared obligations that Washington

assembled after 1945. That network :

could be the single greatest strategic
asset the | in

The upward
trajectory of
UK debt is
unsustainable

David
Miles

generation ago, the UK

government's debt, relative

to its GDP, was around

30 per cent. Today itis close

to 100 per cent. Office for

Budget Responsibility analysis suggests

that such are the likely pressures on

demand for public spending over the

next few decades, should expenditure

rise in line with them and the tax system

be left much as it is, debt might well

be 150 per cent of GDP within another
generation.

Notonly that but it could be rising at
an ever faster rate and in a way that
would clearly be unsustainable. Left
unchecked, this makes it likely that a
very sharp fiscal tightening might be
necessary in future.

How debt rose from 30 per cent to
nearly 100 per cent is not difficult to see.
Aseries of shocks — the financial crisis
and its aftermath, Covid-19, energy
price rises due to wars elsewhere — are
all factors. Slow growth of productivity
and incomes has exacerbated their
impact. Governments struggled to stop
debt increasing. This looks set to be an
ongoing challenge.

Much of the focus in the UK is
on what tax-and-spending measures
might be needed now to stay within
fiscal rules set in terms of where the
national debt and deficits might be a few
yearsahead. But what lies further down
the road — over the next few decades
rather than years — is of great impor-
tance. This is particularly so when debt
isalready high.

Inaseries of possible scenarios — with

If we do not change course,
it is the young people of
today who will face the

painful consequences

more or less optimistic assumptions
about the economy, demographics
and spending pressures — we at the
OBR have assessed how the fiscal
picture could evolve over the next
50 years.

What emerges is that, over the longer
term, substantial changes to spending
and tax will be needed. In the absence of
fiscal tightening, debt would be likely to
rise on an unsustainable trajectory.
Higher productivity growth, a healthier
population and longer working lives
would make the problem less serious.
But longer-term increased demand for
public services, with reduction in some
tax revenues, generates significant fiscal
pressures.

These fiscal problems might not
seriously emerge for a few decades.
In the OBR base scenario — where
the government’s current fiscal consoli-
dation plan is delivered and without
further substantial shocks — the
debt stock may not rise much for 10
years or more. But it is significantly
higher as a share of GDP 20 years
from now, by which time it looks
to be on an unsustainable upward

| trajectory. Some plausible alternative

scenarios are worse, some are better,
but unsustainable rises in debt emerge
inmostofthem.

At some point, the balance between
spending and tax revenues needs to
adapt. Without adjustment, debt would
be likely to reach levels such that new
debt could not be raised in the market
at a pace to sustain it. Should that
happen, the combination of spending
cuts and tax increases that would then
beneeded would be of a scale that would
be very painful for government and
citizens alike.

None of this is inevitable. But if we
do not change our policies, there is
a substantial risk that a sudden sharp
fiscal adjustment could happen down
the road. If it does, it is the young
people of today — people already
born — who will face the painful conse-
quences,

The sooner action is taken to head off
the risks, the less adjustment will
be needed. The required reduction in
the deficit to maintain debt at current
levels relative to GDP could be twice as
large if implemented in the middle of
the century rather than in the early
2030s. U fiscal

the name of convenient flexibility is to
miss the core lesson of the non-aligned
movement's failures.
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that may not occur for some years
are not just a challenge for tomorrow
but fortoday.
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