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In a bold move that marks a 
decisive shift in India’s 
strategic calculus, the gov-
ernment has revived the 

long-stalled Sawalkote Hydro-
electric Power Project on the 
Chenab River in Jammu and 
Kashmir. With a capacity of 
1,856 MW, Sawalkote is not just 
India’s largest hydroelectric ini-
tiative in the Union Territory ~ 
it is a clear signal of India’s 
recalibrated water, energy, and 
security policies following the 
suspension of the Indus Waters 
Treaty (IWT) with Pakistan in 
April 2025. 

Originally conceived in the 
1960s, the Sawalkote project 
languished for decades under 
the constraints of the IWT, whi -
ch severely limited India’s cap -
acity to harness the potential of 
the western rivers ~ Indus, Jhel -
um, and Chenab ~ allocated to 
Pa kistan for unrestricted use. 
The Indus Waters Treaty, signed 
in 1960 under the aegis of the 
Wor ld Bank, was long hailed as 
a rare example of enduring co -
operation between two bitter 
rivals. 

However, with Pakistan’s 
continued support for cross-
border terrorism ~ most recently 
exemplified by the deadly Pahal-
gam terror attack in April 2025 
that claimed 26 lives ~ India sus-
pended the treaty, citing nation-
al security and sovereign rights 
as paramount.  

The symbolic and substan-
tive statement that “blood and 
water will not flow together” 
encapsulated India’s growing 
impatience with asymmetric 
obligations under the treaty. 

The strategic revival of the 
Sawalkote project follows this 
suspension. On 29 July 2025, 
NHPC Ltd. floated a Rs 200-
crore international tender for 
planning, design, and engineer-
ing, with bids open until Sep-
tember 10. The project will fea-
ture a 192.5-metre-high roller-
compa c ted concrete gravity 
dam and a run-of-the-river sys-
tem, generating approximately 
8,000 million units of electricity 
annually. 

The dam will be construct-
ed near Sidhu village in Ramban 
district, nestled between Jammu 
and Srinagar. Nine turbines, an 
underground power station, and 

three water tunnels will form the 
technical core of this complex. 
Though originally estimated at 
Rs 8,000 crore, the current proj-
ect cost has soared past Rs 
22,000 crore, with projections 
nearing Rs 30,000 crore due to 
delays and inflation. 

This project is not an isolat-
ed undertaking. In fact, Sawal -
kote is part of a broader hydro -
power renaissance in Jammu 
and Kashmir. India is pushing 
ahead with six 
previously stalled 
projects ~ includ-
ing Kirthai I & II, 
Pakal Dul, Kiru, 
Ratle, and Parnai 
~ which together 
could contribute 
over 10,000 MW of 
electricity to the 
region’s grid.  

With more 
than 10,000 sq. km 
of snow-fed catch-
ment upstream, 
particularly in the 
Chenab basin, 
these projects 
promise year-
round hydropower generation 
and a stable clean energy future. 

The implications of this 
policy shift extend far beyond 
electricity generation. The move 
from non-consumptive use to 
direct strategic utilization of the 
western rivers challenges the 
very foundation of the IWT.  

It signifies India’s intent to 
assert its rights more fully over 
water resources that originate 
within its territory but have dis-
proportionately benefited Pak-
istan. The Union Government’s 
designation of the Saw al kote 
project as one of “national 
importance” in June 2025 has 
expedited bureaucratic clear-
ances, over ridden earlier envi-
ronmental ob jections, and trig-
gered rapid mobilisation for 
implementation. 

The timing and symbolism 
of this transformation are un -
mistakable. While India’s earlier 
hydro initiatives, like the Bagli-
har and Salal projects, had alrea -
dy reduced downstream water 
flows into Pakistan during key 
cropping seasons, the Sawalkote 
project, combined with others 
in the pipeline, represents a 
cumulative blow to Pakistan’s 

water security. Flows at the Mar-
ala headworks have already wit-
nessed up to 90 per cent reduc-
tion during peak periods, 
severely affecting agricultural 
productivity, especially for 
water-intensive crops like paddy 
and cotton.  

In response, Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
has called the IWT suspension 
an “act of war,” urging New 
Delhi to return to the negotiat-

ing table ~ a plea 
that has thus far 
found no reso-
nance in India’s 
strategic quarters. 

India’s new 
position is that the 
treaty cannot co -
exist with terror-
ism. External Affa -
irs Minister S. Jais-
hankar has made it 
clear in Parliament 
that the IWT will 
remain suspended 
until Pakistan pro-
vides irreversible 
and verifiable gua -
rantees of ending 

support for terrorism.  
Home Minister Amit Shah 

has echoed these sentiments, 
calling the treaty “one-sided” 
and affirming Indian farmers' 
right to the waters of Indus and 
its tributaries.  

The rhetoric surrounding 
this shift may sound unyielding, 
but it resonates with a broader 
public sentiment and a strategic 
vision that sees water not merely 
as a natural resource, but as a 
geopolitical asset. 

This integrated strategy, 
merging energy independence, 
water security, and national 
defense, marks a paradigm shift. 
India is no longer content with 
symbolic gestures or incremen-
tal policy shifts.  

By aligning its hydro-infra-
structure push with national 
security goals, it has laid down 
a red line ~ terrorism will have 
real costs, and those costs will 
now include the recalibration of 
long-standing treaties that no 
longer serve mutual interests. 

Environmentally, the Saw -
al kote project raises challenges. 
More than a dozen villages in its 
vicinity will need to be re -
located, and there are concerns 

over biodiversity, river ecology, 
and seismic vulnerability.  

Past delays were caused in 
part by such environmental 
assessments, political disputes, 
legal hurdles, and military  
logistics, as an army transit 
camp lies in the project area. 
These will have to be addressed 
with sensitivity, particularly 
given the fragile Himalayan 
ecosystem.  

However, with the project 
being treated as a national pri-
ority, these issues are expected 
to be managed through com-
pensatory measures, rehabilita-
tion schemes, and rapid admin-
istrative coordination. 

The decision to proceed 
with large-scale hydro develop-
ment also reflects India’s broad-
er ambition to transition to 
clean energy. As climate change 
intensifies and energy demands 
rise, hydropower offers a depen -
dable, scalable, and renewable 
alternative to fossil fuels.  

Moreover, the strategic 
location of these projects in 
Jammu and Kashmir serves a 
dual purpose: generating elec-
tricity for the national grid and 
consolidating India's physical 
and infrastructural presence in 
a sensitive border region. 

Politically, the move has 
been framed as a course correc-
tion from the past. Prime Min-
ister Modi has openly criticized 
Jawaharlal Nehru’s role in  
the original treaty, arguing that 
it was excessively generous to 
Pakistan.  

The current administra-
tion’s actions are thus part of a 
broader ideological reorienta-
tion, where national interest, 
security, and self-reliance are 
the cornerstones of foreign and 
domestic policy alike. 

India’s suspension of the 
IWT and the rapid revival of 
strategic hydropower projects 
are, therefore, not just technical 
or administrative decisions. 
They are statements of intent ~ 
intent to defend national sover-
eignty, optimize natural resour -
ces, and redefine the terms of 
engagement with adversaries.  

The Sawalkote project stan -
ds as a testament to this evolv-
ing vision: a dam not just of con-
crete and turbines, but of resol -
ve and recalibrated power.

Agriculture, the bedrock of 
Bangladesh’s economy and 
a direct source of sustenan -
ce for millions, is facing un -

precedented challenges due to the 
escalating climate crisis. From the 
paddy fields of Dinajpur to the 
shrimp farms in Khulna, the nation's 
agricultural sector is facing height-
ened uncertainty. So, farmers are 
questioning the reliability of existing 
weather and climate forecasts. This 
critical juncture brings into sharp 
focus the imperative for accurate and 
dependable meteorological data to 
safeguard harvests and ensure food 
security. 

While the terms “weather” and 
“climate” are often used interchang -
eably, they refer to distinct concepts 
that play different roles in agricul-
ture. Weather relates to short-term 
atmospheric conditions, for instance, 
whether it will rain tomorrow or be 
sunny later this week. It helps farm-
ers make daily decisions such as 
when to irrigate, apply fertiliser, or 
delay harvesting due to an approach-
ing storm. 

Climate, on the other hand, con-
cerns long-term patterns over 
decades. It provides projections that 
help assess how rising temperatures, 
shifting rainfall, and salinity levels 
might affect agriculture over the next 
10, 20, or even 50 years. This long-
term view informs decisions about 
crop variety selection, suitable culti-
vation zones, and the adoption of 

new technologies for resilience. 
In a country like Bangladesh, 

which is highly vulnerable to climate 
change, understanding both weather 
and climate is not a choice ~ it is a 
necessity. The key lies in using both 
effectively to ensure sustainability in 
agriculture. 

Consider a farmer in Rajshahi, a 
region increasingly facing drought. 
For immediate planning, the farmer 
might rely on a five-day weather 
forecast to time irrigation or pest 
control. However, if climate projec-
tions indicate a 15 percent drop in 
rainfall over the next 20 years, con-
tinuing with water-intensive crops 
could prove risky.  

In such cases, climate forecasts 
offer valuable guidance for switching 
to drought-tolerant crops, adopting 
water-efficient technologies, or 
adjusting planting seasons. Ignoring 
these projections may lead to unsus-
tainable farming practices. 

Similarly, in the coastal regions 
of Satkhira and Bagerhat, rising 
salinity has made weather forecasts 
vital for storm preparedness.  

However, the long-term impli-
cations of sea-level rise and increas-
ing salinity inland can only be under-
stood through climate models. These 
projections suggest a transition 
towards saline-tolerant rice or aqua-
culture. Without integrating such 
insights, communities risk losing 
their livelihoods to creeping environ-
mental changes. 

Despite the rising importance of 
both weather and climate data, many 
Bangladeshi farmers lack access to 
timely and accurate information. The 
Bangladesh Meteorological Depart-
ment (BMD) does provide weather 
updates, and institutions such as the 
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute 
(BRRI) and the Bangladesh Agricul-
tural Research Institute (BARI) con-
duct climate-related research. How-
ever, the integration of this informa-
tion into on-the-ground advisories 
remains limited. 

A nationwide agro-meteorolog-
ical advisory system that combines 
near-term weather forecasts with 
long-term climate projections is 
required. Such a system would allow 
farmers to make informed decisions 
not only for the present but also for 
the coming decades. 

With which is incorporated  
The Englishman~ founded 1821
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Sir ,  PM Modi�s �Swachata 
Abhiyan� seems to have had little 
effect on Indians. Public spaces like 
cinema halls, bus stops, roads, hos-
pitals, colleges, railway platforms 
and walls continue to be �adorned� 
with red paan (betel ) and/or gutka 
(tobacco) stains.  

This habit has been �exported� 
to London by South Asian immi-
grants, particularly Indians. Not 

surprisingly, the locals have taken 
serious objection to this kind of 
behaviour. Memes and sarcastic 
comments like �Start checking teeth 
while giving visa� and �Rang de bas-
anti!� have flooded social media.  

As an Indian I hang my head 
in shame at the disgusting behav-
iour of fellow Indians in the  
UK.  The poet Rudyard Kipling had 
rightly said, �East is East, and  

West is West, and never the twain 
shall meet�. At the risk of being 
called unpatriotic, I will vouch for 
what he said.  

Gandhiji had once famously 
said �Sanitation is more important 
than independence.�  

He must be squirming in his 

grave at the appa lling behaviour of 
Indians in London. Much like 
financial offenders like Vijay Mallya, 
Nirav Modi and Lalit Modi who are 
now cooling their heels in the UK, 
the government of India ought to 
ask for the extradition of Indians 
who �decorate� London with their 

�unique and colorful� art form.  
The Indian embassy in the UK 

owes an apology to the government 
of UK and the Mayor of London for 
such atrocious misconduct. 

Yours, etc.,  
Avinash Godboley,  

Dewas, 9 August.

Old  habits  die  hard 
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Climate change 
demands better  
forecasts for farmers 

Warning Too Late 

The flash floods that ravaged Dharali in Uttarkashi 
are a grim reminder that India’s most fragile land-
scapes remain dangerously under-watched. 

Despite decades of warning signs, the Himalayan region 
continues to lack the basic infrastructure needed to 
anticipate, let alone avert, such disasters. The fact that 
meteorologists cannot even conclusively identify 
whether a cloudburst or a glacial lake outburst triggered 
the destruction is not a reflection of nature’s unpre-
dictability, it is a damning indictment of the country’s 
data deficit. The confusion surrounding the cause stems 
from the absence of real-time weather monitoring in 
the upper reaches of Uttarkashi. Dharali, perched at 
8,000 feet, had no local station capable of detecting or 
measuring the rainfall intensity that preceded the dis-
aster. The nearest weather instruments are kilometres 
away, making it impossible to capture hyper-local cloud 
activity, especially in mountainous terrain where rainfall 
distribution is notoriously erratic. In regions where a 
kilometre can mean the difference between a dry slope 
and a flash flood, such gaps are more than technical ~ 
they are life-threatening. Each unmonitored valley is a 
blind spot in our national preparedness, where nature’s 
fury can strike without a moment’s notice. Some experts 
have speculated that a glacial lake outburst might have 
occurred upstream, triggered by intense rainfall. But 
satellite assessments later ruled this out. The floodwa-
ters, carrying debris, mud, and uprooted trees, appear 
to have been the result of localised extreme rain - per-
haps not fitting the narrow definition of a “cloudburst,” 
but just as catastrophic in consequence. 

At the heart of the matter is India’s failure to scale 
up its early warning systems in one of the most climate-
vulnerable regions on the planet. Despite previous dis-
asters and government assurances, Doppler Weather 
Radars (DWRs) remain few and far between in Uttarak-
hand. None cover the Dharali zone. While DWRs have 
limited efficacy in hilly terrains due to signal blockage, 
they are still far superior to the absence of any moni-
toring. Complementary tools such as Automatic Weath-
er Stations (AWS), remote sensing, and now-casting 
models using microphysical cloud data could signifi-
cantly bolster early detection but they have not yet been 
deployed at scale.  

In the absence of hard infrastructure, India must 
also look to soft solutions: collaborations with global 
satellite agencies, crowd-sourced weather reporting, and 
even localised community alert systems that can bridge 
the time gap between data and disaster. It’s clear that 
natural terrain is no longer a sufficient excuse for tech-
nological lag. The Himalayas are both India’s environ-
mental backbone and its most acute risk zone. As mon-
soon patterns grow more erratic and glacial dynamics 
increasingly unpredictable, waiting for disasters to val-
idate the need for preparedness is no longer tenable. 
Dharali’s destruction should serve not as a tragic  
anomaly, but as a last warning. The next one may come 
sooner than we think and we may have even less time 
to respond. 

 

Vanishing Loans 

The disclosure that public sector banks in India 
have written off over Rs 4.48 lakh crore in non-
performing assets (NPAs) over just four financial 

years is more than a technical statistic. It is a powerful 
reflection of deep-rooted inefficiencies and structural 
weaknesses in India’s banking ecosystem. The list 
includes most nationalised banks. In isolation, these fig-
ures are staggering. Collectively, they point to a recurring 
pattern where public money is used to absorb the con-
sequences of misjudged lending, poor credit discipline, 
and opaque accountability.  

The government insists that these write-offs are 
“technical” and do not mean that the borrower’s obli-
gation is waived. In practice, however, recovery post-
write-off remains murky. There is no detailed disclosure 
on how much has actually been recovered once a loan 
is written off. Meanwhile, the public is left to infer that 
balance sheets are being cleaned up at the cost of trans-
parency. It is true that gross NPAs in the system have 
come down from 9.11 per cent to 2.58 per cent in the 
past four years. But without a clear picture of recoveries, 
this improvement could be misleading. If NPAs are 
merely being written off and moved out of sight, then 
the decline in headline numbers is cosmetic rather than 
structural. Many of these bad loans stem from a handful 
of large corporate defaulters, whose strategic defaults 
often exploit legal loopholes, further weakening the pub-
lic’s faith in the system. This also raises uncomfortable 
questions about how NPAs are being created in the first 
place. Are risk assessments and credit appraisals at pub-
lic sector banks robust enough? Are politically connected 
or large corporate borrowers being extended loans on 
preferential or lax terms? Are institutional checks weak 
when it comes to follow-up and recovery? 

We must not lose sight of the fact that these are pub-
lic institutions handling public funds. Every rupee writ-
ten off is ultimately borne by the broader economy, 
either through recapitalisation, higher borrowing costs, 
or weakened fiscal space. Yet, unlike private banks, pub-
lic sector lenders operate with far less market discipline 
and often suffer from dual control, answering to both 
government and regulatory authorities. The mecha-
nisms for recovery ~ SARFAESI, IBC, debt tribunals ~ 
are in place, but how effectively are they functioning? 
Without regular, accessible updates on recovery per-
formance, public confidence erodes. The question is no 
longer whether banks should write off loans, but 
whether they are being held accountable for the follow-
through. What is urgently needed is not just better over-
sight but greater transparency and public reporting on 
recoveries after write-offs.  

At the very least, citizens deserve to know what is 
being done to recover what has been lost. In the end, 
reforms cannot be judged by declining NPA ratios alone. 
A credible banking system rests not just on how it 
reports losses, but how determinedly it prevents them. 
There is no getting away from the fact that Rs 4.48 lakh 
crore is a staggering sum. 

JUSTIFIED 
Sir, Apropos the report "Provide electronic voter list & Videos of 10 yrs, or you're hiding a crime: Rahul 

Gandhi to EC" ( August 9 ), I also consider the demand of Rahul Gandhi, as detailed in the report under 
reference, to be quite justified for unravelling the truth behind the alleged vote theft.  No special affidavit 
is required for initiating the probe by the Election Commission of India ( ECI ) as he has already taken an 
oath in Parliament.  

Being the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul is not expected to bring a false charge 
against the ECI and therefore cognizance must be taken of his specific allegation. If every allegation against 
the ruling party at the Centre or against the statutory body is required to be filed with a supporting affidavit, 
the oath by MPs showing their allegiance to the Constitution will be meaningless. 

Yours, etc., Arun Gupta, 
Kolkata, 9 August. 

This project is not an isolated undertaking. In fact, Sawalkote is part of a 
broader hydropower renaissance in Jammu and Kashmir. India is pushing 
ahead with six previously stalled projects � including Kirthai I & II, Pakal Dul, 
Kiru, Ratle, and Parnai � which together could contribute over 10,000 MW of 
electricity to the region�s grid. With more than 10,000 sq. km of snow-fed 
catchment upstream, particularly in the Chenab basin, these projects promise 
year-round hydropower generation and a stable clean energy future. 
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I had to stay back late at office that day 
and I was feeling very tired. So I called an 
Uber to go home. As the cab pulled up, I 
was greeted by a courteous "Hello, Sir" 
from the driver. 

Usually, my conversations with cab 
drivers are in Bengali, but this was differ-
ent, as the driver spoke English. The man, 
probably in his early forties, had a manner 
that suggested he was more than just a 
routine cab driver. 

As we drove off, he enquired how my 
day had been and if I was comfortable in 
the cab. His manner and disposition drew 
me into a conversation with him. We 
engaged in small talk, a conversation that 
often unfolds hesitantly between 
strangers. However, things took an unex-
pected turn when noticed the name of my 
residential complex shown as my destina-
tion on the app. "That's a very nice resi-
dential complex, sir," he remarked. 

His familiarity with the place piqued 
my curiosity. He began reminiscing about 
the locality, mentioning the children's 
park, its temple, and even our weekend 
snacks vendor. These details would only 
resonate with someone who had lived 
there. 

"You seem to know a lot about the 
area," I remarked, my curiosity getting the 
better of me. He smiled and replied, "Yes, 
sir, I used to live there once." Surprised, I 
probed further, and the story that unfold-
ed was poignant and entirely humbling. 

The driver, an engineer by profession, 
had ventured into a start-up with high 
hopes and dreams. The business was 
doing well until the pandemic hit. Like 
many, his start-up was not spared. His 
business had sunk, and being unable to 
pay rent, his landlord had evicted him 
from his house. Left with no means to take 
care of his family, he sought odd jobs until 
he found himself driving cabs in the city 
to make ends meet. 

His story was tinged with resilience 
and humility. But I also noticed that he 
was not seeking sympathy. His words con-
veyed a quiet pride in having survived the 
pandemic and a steadfast commitment to 
supporting his family. As he spoke, I 
couldn’t help but now faintly recall the 
man I may have known briefly from the 
residents' association meetings for Durga 
Puja in our complex. 

As I watched him drive away, I was in 
a whirlwind of emotions. How many of 
our neighbours, people we see every day, 
may have silently borne the brunt of the 
pandemic? How many stories of loss, of 
quiet suffering and resilience must have 
gone unnoticed as we rushed through our 
daily lives? This chance meeting brought 
into sharp focus the fragility and uncer-
tainty of our lives. As I pushed the bell at 
my house, I thought how sometimes it 
takes just one event, like a mundane cab 
ride, to uncover the hard truths that lie 
beneath the surface of our everyday exis-
tence. 

FILM CENSORSHIP 
 

PRISON CONGRESS 
DEMANDS 

EFFECTIVE ACTION 
 

LONDON, AUG. 
The International Prison Congress 

unanimously passed a resolution 
demanding effective film censorship in 
every country, with the primary object of 
protecting youths, and the inspection of 
cinemas in order to ensure the carrying 
out of the decisions of censorship which 
should not be confined to questions of 
obscenity, but should deal with all matters 
calculated to injure and deprave youth. 
Special film exhibitions should be provid-
ed for the young, and the State should 
subsidize organizations for the production 
of films of real value for the young and the 
general public. Questions of films should 
be regulated by International agreement. 
The Congress passed another resolution 
that an indeterminate sentence was one 
of the most efficacious means of social 
defence, and therefore the laws of each 
country should determine where and for 
what cause there should be a maximum 
duration for an indeterminate sentence. 
There should be in every case guarantees 
and rules for the conditional release of 
prisoners.—Reuter’s Special Service. 

 
 

PROBATION SYSTEM 
 

EXTENSION URGED 
BY PRISON 
CONGRESS 

 
LONDON, AUG.  

The International Prison Congress to-
day passed a resolution urging the exten-
sion of the probation system and of the 
power of the courts to inflict lines. The 
development of machinery for the pur-
pose of eliminating as far as possible, 
imprisonment in default of the payment 
of fines was also urged. —Reuter’s Special 
Service. 

 

BENEATH THE 
SURFACE

100 YEARS AGO

ACROSS 
 

1/4  Cause of 3,18, it s 

been claimed � crass! 

Please go for 

treatment (5,6) 

10  Rector charging 

hundred for rent (4) 

11  City junior left out 

what crook might be 

doing with money  

(10) 

12  Has to move a long 

way back for 

descendants of 

Muhammad (6) 

13  Cry of anguish during 

row � becoming more 

sensitive (8) 

15  Carlyle maybe 

covering original 

matter (4) 

16  See 28 Down 

17  Potter s wife and 

daughter in valley  

(6) 

19  Tree burning � 27 

content partially?  

(6) 

21  Was due to read out 

lines (3) 

22  Force to stop 

misrepresentation � 

go! (4) 

24  Crack on, right � 

English runner going a 

long way round  

(3-5) 

26  Cake s smell I m not 

too sure about (6) 

27  One lacking attacked 

this rich old member 

of family responsible 

for 1,4, allegedly  

(10) 

29  Romeo s time for 

passion (4) 

30  Escort out pretty 

unpleasant person  

(6) 

31  Liberal not present � 

that s handy (2,3) 

 

DOWN 
 

2    One flaming woman � 

Marjorie � initially 

kept in picture? That s 

taking a broad view 

(9) 

3    Statesman shot 

African lion (11) 

5    See 28 

6    Cycling race at home 

ground (5) 

7    Swimmer in northern 

city upset about 

article (4,3) 

8    Little bit extra? Son s 

grabbed 50! (6) 

9    Bit loopy, endlessly 

untrue rambling � 

best say no more! 

(6,4,3) 

14  Crazy dame found 

defending subject 

never previously 

considered  

(9-2) 

18  Dead tree involved in 

trickery with others 

ultimately � ecological 

disaster (9) 

20  Kind of rock music 

essentially gone weird 

(7) 

23  Female Republican in 

Georgia s 

unconventional (6) 

25  Scorer Henry cuts a 

tragic figure (5) 

28/5/16  Share a new 

doctor � French one 

didn t hang around 

(3,3,3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31

A A S M B P S
I N D U S T R I A L L O P E
T T A D O E I

R E S O R T D E C A D E N T
C I L G D

U S E R O V E R T H E T O P
W A N O U C

C E N T R E O F G R A V I T Y
E R T T I O

A P O C R Y P H A L G O R E
S L E E N

S T R A N G E R D R E A R Y
A M A O O T O

S K I M S T A R V A T I O N
E Y P D E E T

BHARAT DOGRA 
 

I
t is a normal expectation from 
humans that their behaviour and 
actions will be driven by actual 
needs. Any persistent divergence 

must be perceived as irrational behav-
ior. 

This would be truer still in the 
context of any person or group of per-
sons confronted with life-threatening 
problems. They face stark choices. 
Any divergence from what needs to 
be done in their case would be char-
acterized as not just irrational behav-
ior, but more appropriately as suicidal 
behavior. 

The story of recent times is that 
our world has been moving towards 
suicidal behaviour. Year after year, 
decade after decade in recent times, 
human actions and priorities have 
diverged widely from what needs to 
be done to resolve the survival and 
existential crisis which threatens 
humanity and all other forms of life 
on our planet due to human-made 
factors. 

This crisis has arisen due to a 
combination of factors of which the 
two most important and obvious ones 
may be highlighted here. Firstly, 
about a dozen serious and inter-relat-
ed environmental problems have 
combined to threaten the basic life-
nurturing conditions of our planet. 
Most of these problems have been 
worsening despite the fact these often 
tend to be associated with tipping 
points beyond which they can spiral 
out of control. 

Secondly, highly destructive 
weapons have been accumulating 
with the capacity to destroy our 
(once) beautiful but fragile and vul-
nerable world many times over. AI 

weapons have added to serious con-
cerns. Serious risks are also posed by 
possibilities of space wars. Some 
countries with huge stocks of destruc-
tive weapons are known for their high 
levels of hostility against each other. 
Some of these hostilities have been 
increasing while safeguards in terms 
of arms-control treaties have been 
decreasing. 

Experts have pointed to the very 
serious risks related to even accidental 
use of such weapons, accidents relat-
ed to them, or misunderstandings in 
times of brinkmanship. At the same 

time, research on even more danger-
ous weapons is continuing. Accidents 
associated with such research can also 
prove extremely destructive, as some 
warnings and reports have already 
stated. 

If actual deed is to match real 
need, humanity and its leaders would 
leave aside everything else to devote 
themselves to significantly reducing 
and finally eliminating such serious 
threats. However, the reality is that 
despite adequate realization, human-
ity and its leaders have been deeply 
involved in a much narrower frame-

work of planning and actions that 
increase, and not decrease, the vast 
gulf between need and deed. This is 
suicidal. 

What humanity truly needs today 
is a world without wars but instead we 
have endless wars and the number of 
conflicts is increasing to record levels. 

For anyone willing to see reason 
and who values the safety of present 
and future generations, new para-
digms based on peace and protection 
of the environment, within a frame-
work of justice and democracy, are 
needed by humanity today. Our chil-

dren and grandchildren, growing up 
in a much more dangerous and high-
risk world, will not forgive us if we fail 
in our most basic duties for safety and 
protection. 

A big question is whether at least 
some of those in leadership roles can 
provide guidance for a programme of 
actions that can be called a significant 
and credible response to the real 
needs today of humanity (and other 
forms of life). How humanity and its 
leaders respond to this question will 
make the difference between creating 
a safe future for our children and leav-
ing behind a legacy of unacceptably 
high risks. Those who lead the world 
and those who shape public opinion 
and discourse have a life-saving 
responsibility on their shoulders. 

A significant beginning can be 
made by declaring the decade of 
2026-36 as the Decade for Saving 
Earth, with overarching protective 
policies receiving the highest priority. 
This decade should also see the 
biggest ever mobilization of all forces 
of peace and protection of the envi-
ronment, working within a framework 
of justice and democracy, as well as 
growing unity among them. A special 
effort should be made to involve 
youth and women, and their organi-
zations in this effort. Schools and col-
leges must see a range of very creative 
and beautiful activities linked to peace 
and protection of the environment. 
Secular as well as spiritual organiza-
tions must be involved and encour-
aged to work together for the cause of 
peace, disarmament and protection 
of the environment.    

 
(The writer is Honorary Convener, Campaign to 
Save Earth Now. His recent books include 
Planet in Peril, Saving Earth for Children and A 
Day in 2071.) 

Last SundayÊs Solution

The world on suicide watch

KIM SEONG-KON 
 

 

W
e tend to think there is a 
crystal-clear distinction 
between opposite things. 
However, it's rarely so 

simple. Oftentimes, things that at first 
glance appear contrary instead end 
up looking surprisingly alike or blend 
into one another, especially when 
they are pushed to the extreme. For 
example, the far left and far right, 
though technically opposites, bear an 
astonishing resemblance, as we see 
when we compare Josef Stalin and 
Adolf Hitler. 

Similarly, we think that there is a 
radical difference between terrorists 
and ordinary people. Therefore, we 
naturally believe that we are far 
removed from terrorists and have 
nothing to do with violent extremism. 
We assume there is a particular group 
of people who can be labelled “terror-
ists.” In reality, however, even those 
of us who think we are the most ordi-
nary of people can become terrorists 
if we are not careful. 

The Oxford English Dictionary 
defines a terrorist as “someone who 
uses violence and intimidation to 
achieve a political and ideological 
aim.” According to this definition, 
anyone can fall into the category of a 
terrorist if they try to impose their 
political beliefs on others using force. 
If so, we can find quite a few terroris-
tic people in our society who do not 
hesitate to use violence for ideological 
causes. 

The same goes for “abusers.” In 
the Oxford English Dictionary, an 
abuser is “someone who treats anoth-
er person in a cruel, violent or unfair 

way.” Given the parameters of that 
definition, anyone can stumble  
into the category of an abuser if they 
treat others in an unfair or manipula-
tive way. Although we might firmly 
believe that we are not doing so, we 
could be perpetrating abuse without 
realizing it. 

We can become abusers if we 
treat others in a rude, inhumane or 

manipulative way. It can happen 
between a father and a child, or 
between a husband and a wife. It can 
also happen between a teacher and a 
student, or between an employer and 
an employee. What Koreans call 
“gapjil” is an example of abuse 
between people with power and those 
they have power over. 

Recently, I saw a poster that said: 

“Does someone degrade you in public 
or private? Does he get angry if you 
are not submissive? Does he insist you 
are wrong? Does he blame you for 
everything? Does he pressure you to 
do things that make you uncomfort-
able? Does he force you to drink, or 
do things that you do not want to do? 
Does he expose you to danger 
because of your identity? Then, this is 

abuse.” 
If the above things belong to the 

category of “abuse,” no one is com-
pletely free from the accusation of 
being an abuser. For example, if we 
pressure someone to drink against 
their will in a bar, which is quite com-
mon in Korean society, we might be 
abusing the person. If we ignore or 
degrade the opinions of our children 
or students simply because they are 
young, we might be abusers there, as 
well. If we provoke, blame or threaten 
family members, we are abusing 
them. 

If we have power, we can easily 
become abusers. If we do not have 
power, we may unwittingly turn into 
a terrorist. Sometimes, a powerful 
man can become both an abuser and 
a terrorist. If a political leader tries to 
impose his ideological beliefs on his 
people by force, he becomes an abus-
er and a terrorist. He may think he is 
doing the right thing, but he is not, 
because there is only a thin line 
between right and wrong, and good 
and evil. 

In order not to become abusers 
or terrorists, we should respect differ-
ent voices, opinions and perspectives. 
We also should respect and embrace 
others who are different from us or 
weaker than us. If we force others to 
join us or be like us in the name of 
unity, we are likely to end up becom-
ing terrorists or abusers. 

Nobody wants to be a terrorist or 
an abuser. Yet, we can easily become 
one unless we are extra careful and 
super-cautious. We should know that 
there is only a thin wall between ter-
rorists and abusers and us. 

 
The Korea Herald/ANN.

There is a thin wall  
between definitions



The future is green
energy, sustainability,

renewable energy.
— Arnold Schwarzenegger,

American Actor

Dispelling misinformation and false nar-
ratives surrounding ethanol-blended fuel,
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri, on the occasion of
“World Biofuel Day”, emphasised that
there has not been a single case of
engine failure or breakdown reported
since E20 became a base fuel over the last
10 months.

Emphasising the far-reaching benefits
of ethanol blending, particularly E20 Puri
highlighted its transformative impact on
the country’s energy landscape. Citing
Brazil’s example, he said the country has
run on E27 for years without any issues.

Some lobbies with vested interests
are actively attempting to create confu-
sion and derail India’s ethanol revolution.
However, such efforts will not succeed.
The E20 transition is already firmly under-
way, backed by strong policy support,
industry readiness, and public acceptance
— and there is no turning back.

Elaborating on the benefits of E20, the
Minister said it results into reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions, improves air
quality, enhances engine performance,
and has already led to over `1.4 lakh crore
in foreign exchange savings. He pointed
out that 2G ethanol refineries in Panipat
and Numaligarh are converting agricul-

tural residues like parali and bamboo into
ethanol, providing a win-win solution for
clean fuel, pollution control, and farmer
income. He further highlighted the
remarkable growth of maize-based
ethanol — from 0 per cent in 2021–22 to
42 per cent this year — calling it a trans-
formational shift.

Responding to a question by The
Pioneer printer and publisher Kushan
Mitra, on the success of the Ethanol
Blended Petrol (EBP) programme, Puri
highlighted that ethanol blending gained
serious momentum only after 2014, when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi assumed
office. In 2014, ethanol blending was
merely 1.53 per cent.

Puri said by 2022, India achieved 10
percent blending, five months ahead of
schedule. The original target of 20 percent
blending (E20) by 2030 was advanced to
2025 and has already been achieved in the
current Ethanol Supply Year (ESY). This
success, the Minister noted, was made
possible through sustained policy reforms
such as guaranteed pricing for ethanol,
allowing multiple feedstocks, and rapidly
expanding distillation capacity across
the country.

On the issue of Flex-Fuel Vehicles (FFVs),
Puri said that the Indian automobile
industry has already demonstrated its
capability.

Indian OEMs have begun rolling out pro-
totypes for E85-compatible vehicles.
Continuous consultations have been held
with the Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) and other major
auto manufacturers, and the direction is
clear — progressively moving towards
higher ethanol blends.

“There has not been a single case of
engine failure or breakdown since E20
became a base fuel 10 months ago. Look
at Brazil — they’ve run on E27 for years
without issues,” Puri stated

The Minister said Ethanol Blending
Roadmap (2020–25) has laid a strong foun-
dation, and the successful rollout of E20
— five years ahead of target — demon-
strates both industry readiness and con-
sumer acceptance. The country will now
gradually scale towards E25, E27, and 
E30 in a phased, calibrated manner with
the support of BIS standards and fiscal
incentives.

Puri stressed that ethanol blending is
not just about mixing fuel — it is about
empowering Annadatas by turning them
into Urjadatas, reducing crude imports,
saving foreign exchange, creating green
jobs, and honouring India’s climate com-
mitments. Over the past 11 years, ethanol
procurement has enabled `1.21 lakh crore

income to farmers, reduced crude imports
by 238.68 lakh metric tons, and saved `1.40
lakh crore in foreign exchange.

Speaking about India’s efforts in
Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF), Puri said
the Ministry is working closely with oil
marketing companies, airlines, and global
technology partners to develop and scale
up SAF. Like ethanol, India will adopt a
phased approach to SAF adoption. A
blending mandate has already been ini-
tiated, with a target of one percent
blending for international flights by 2027,
increasing to 2 percent by 2028, and
scaling further as supply stabilises. He also
cited the example of the Indian Oil
Corporation Ltd. Refinery in Panipat,
which is using used cooking oil to produce
SAF — showcasing India’s innovative and
sustainable pathway forward.

Further Puri said India already have 113
compressed biogas (CBG) plants operat-
ing and another 73 under construction. If
you look at the car models coming onto
the market, many new ones are CNG-com-
patible. So that's a success story.

Puri pointed to India's liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG) distribution as another
example of progress in energy access.
Today, we are running against all 
statistics. We have 33.5 crore LPG connec-
tions in the country, including 10.5 crore
under the Ujjwala Yojana, yet we still
import about 60 per cent of our LPG. 
While acknowledging the import depen-
dency, Puri reaffirmed that the country is
taking decisive steps to increase domes-
tic production. Yes, our production is
going up by 18 per cent per year, but even
there we are still importing around 50 per
cent, he said.

Minister Puri stressed on the country's
commitment to Atmanirbhar Bharat or
self-reliant India. A country like India,
which has these challenges, is moving in
the direction of self-sufficiency, but it's
going to take time," he stated. "Meanwhile,
we will import, we will increase our pro-
duction, and we've already diversified our
import sources."

BY TEAM AGENDA

Bioethanol offers a win-win for India-
diversifying the sugar industry, boost-
ing farmer incomes, reducing fuel
imports, and cutting emissions. By
turning crops and residues into clean
energy, it drives rural prosperity, sup-
ports sustainability, and strengthens
energy security, making it a vital pillar
of India's economic and environmen-
tal future.

The Pioneer Biofuels360 Summit
hosted a
highly engag-
ing and
thought-pro-
voking discus-
sion on
P o w e r i n g

the Transition: Ethanol's Strategic Role
in India's Clean Energy Future. The
panel convened prominent experts
from industry, research, and policy to
deliberate on the strategic role of
ethanol in India's evolving energy land-
scape.  The discussion was anchored in
the recognition that bioethanol is not
merely a cleaner fuel alternative but
also a significant economic driver, with
the potential to strengthen energy

security, enhance rural incomes, 
and contribute towards climate and
sustainability goals.

The panel underscored ethanol's
economic and environmental signifi-
cance. Given that much of the global
geopolitical conflict revolves around oil,
making energy self-sufficiency an imper-
ative for India. With its favourable
climate, biodiversity, and agricultural
productivity, India has a unique natural
advantage in producing ethanol. At the
same time, the discussion acknowl-
edged persistent challenges, including
production costs, storage infrastructure,
dispensing mechanisms, and public
debates over the safety of E20 for
existing and older vehicles. 

India's auto industry has been proac-
tively preparing for the rollout of E20
fuel, with most new vehicles now engi-
neered to run safely and efficiently on
20 per cent ethanol blends.
Manufacturers have adapted engine
designs, fuel systems, and materials to
handle higher ethanol content, while
investing in testing and certification to
ensure performance, durability, and
compliance with emission norms. 

The headline of the session, undoubt-
edly, was the phenomenal progress

already made by India's ethanol blend-
ing programme, which has expanded
from 35 crore litres in 2013-14 to a pro-
jected 1,000 crore litres this year,
making it the fastest-growing ethanol
blending programme in the world.

Grain-based ethanol production in
India, which began modestly in 2017-18
with just 10 crore litres, is set to touch
800 crore litres now, driven largely 
by proactive government policies. 
A key factor driving this growth has
been a shift in feedstock patterns, par-
ticularly the replacement of water-
intensive paddy with maize-a crop
offering better ethanol recovery and
higher returns for farmers. 

Minimum support price (MSP) of
maize has risen to sustainable levels,
mitigating farmer losses thanks to 
the ethanol blending programme. 
With seed quality improvements to
match global standards, India could
reach 100 million tonnes of maize in the
coming decades. However, realising this
potential would require investment in
mechanisation, given India's small
landholdings, better logistics to reduce
costs for both farmers and industry as
well as strong preservation techniques.

The role of ethanol in India's net-zero transition

BY TEAM AGENDA

In the changing story of Bharat, there
are leaders who talk of change and
leaders who make it happen. For rural
India, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
been that change-maker — turning
what was once dismissed as waste into
the fuel of our future. From the humble
gobar of our gaushalas to the heaps of
crop residue in our fields, he has shown
the world that the path to Atmanirbhar
Bharat can be lit by the blue flame of our
own resources. At the Biofuels360
Summit in New Delhi, organised by The
Pioneer Group, this vision came alive.
Moderating the flagship session, Binod
Anand — Executive Chairman of the
World Cooperation Economic Forum
said: “This is not just about gas. This is
about giving our villages the power to
produce, the pride to own, and the
wealth to share. It’s Sahkar Se Samriddhi
in its purest form.”

In the dusty courtyards of rural Bharat,
where mornings begin with the bells of
grazing cows and the hum of harvest,
something transformational is taking
shape. The same gobar that once only
plastered chulhas and courtyard walls
is now driving buses, powering tractors,

lighting homes, and putting hard cash
into farmers’ pockets. 

This is compressed bio gas (CBG) —
a fuel born from digesting organic
waste like dung, crop residues, market
leftovers, and kitchen scraps. In the
process, it delivers two treasures: bio-
CNG, identical in properties to CNG, and
bio-slurry, a natural fertiliser that
revives our soils and reduces depen-
dence on imported urea. Every tonne
of CBG prevents about 2.7 tonnes of
CO2-equivalent emissions, directly con-
tributing to India’s Panchamrit and Net
Zero 2070 goals. 

As moderator, Binod Anand anchored
the discussion with a sharp reminder of
India’s energy journey since
Independence: “Rural India remained only
a consumer, not a producer of energy. But
since 2014, the story has turned. With
GOBARdhan, SATAT, and the cooperative
push under Sahkar Se Samriddhi, we’re
seeing decentralised energy models that
cost a fraction of the old mega projects
and start paying back in months. For rural
Bharat — rich in biomass and cattle
wealth — this is a chance to turn every
panchayat into a power producer and
every farmer into a shareholder in the
nation’s energy future.”

The cooperative model is the spine of
this revolution. Panchayats coordinate
feedstock collection, Farmer Producer
Organisations and dairy cooperatives
pool resources, Self-Help Groups run
slurry-based businesses, and state fed-
erations link plants to oil companies for
guaranteed gas offtake under SATAT.

Indore proves the point. Under
GOBARdhan, its Municipal Corporation
runs a Bio-CNG plant processing hun-
dreds of tonnes of wet waste daily, pro-
ducing 15–17 tonnes of Bio-CNG for
buses and
compost for
f a r m e r s .
Landfills have
vanished, jobs
have sprung
up, and the
city’s air has grown cleaner — all because
Indore treated waste as a resource. 

The session also stressed that 
while the Centre has laid the founda-
tion, states must accelerate the momen-
tum — through clear renewable 
energy targets, land and low-interest
loans for cooperatives, fast-track clear-
ances, guaranteed gas purchase agree-
ments, and municipal–panchayat 
convergence cells.

From Gaushalas to Global Climate Leadership

RESPONDING TO A QUESTION BY THE PIONEER PRINTER AND
PUBLISHER KUSHAN MITRA, ON THE SUCCESS OF THE ETHANOL
BLENDED PETROL (EBP) PROGRAMME, PURI HIGHLIGHTED THAT
ETHANOL BLENDING GAINED SERIOUS MOMENTUM ONLY AFTER

2014, WHEN PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI ASSUMED OFFICE.
IN 2014, ETHANOL BLENDING WAS MERELY 1.53 PERCENT

AS INDIA RACES AHEAD IN ITS ENERGY TRANSITION JOURNEY, THE PETROLEUM MINISTER’S MESSAGE WAS CLEAR: ETHANOL IS HERE
TO STAY, AND THE COUNTRY IS NOT JUST CATCHING UP WITH GLOBAL STANDARDS—IT IS SETTING NEW ONES

THE MINISTER SAID ETHANOL BLENDING ROADMAP (2020–25) HAS
LAID A STRONG FOUNDATION, AND THE SUCCESSFUL ROLLOUT OF

E20—FIVE YEARS AHEAD OF TARGET—DEMONSTRATES BOTH
INDUSTRY READINESS AND CONSUMER ACCEPTANCE. THE COUNTRY

WILL NOW GRADUALLY SCALE TOWARDS E25, E27, 
AND E30 IN A PHASED, CALIBRATED MANNER

INDIA IS THE WORLD'S
THIRD-LARGEST ENERGY
CONSUMER WITH A DEMAND
OF ABOUT 5.4 MILLION
BARRELS OF OIL PER DAY.
INDIA TODAY IMPORTS 80
PER CENT OF ITS OIL AND 50
PER CENT OF ITS NATURAL
GAS NEEDS

“India’s ethanol 
journey is unstoppable”

Participating in a Fireside Chat Session at the Pioneer Biofuels360 Summit, Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas,
Hardeep Singh Puri stated that ethanol blending is all about empowering Annadatas by turning them into Urjadatas

SESSION ON CBG SESSION ON ETHANOL

CONTINUED ON >> PII

CONTINUED ON >> PII
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(From L-R) Dr W Selvamurthy from Amity University; Mr CV Raman from Maruti Suzuki; Mr Binod Anand from WCoop-EF;  Dr Meenesh Shah, Chairman of
NDDB; Mr S K Shukla, President, UP Distillers Association; Mr Mahesh Girdhar of EverEnviro.; Mr Deodatta Deshpande of Thermax Bioenergy

(From L-R) Mr Sanjay Ganjoo of IFGE; Mr Vikram Gulati of Toyota Kirloskar Motors;  Dr Nutan Kaushik from Amity; Ms Vibha Dhawan, Director General of
TERI; Dr KVTS  Pawan Kumar of The Catalysts; Mr. Ravi Gupta of Shree Renuka Sugars; Mr S K Shukla, President of UP Distillers Association
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“BIOFUELS ARE NOT A SILVER BULLET,
BUT THEY CAN BE A PART OF OUR

ARSENAL AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE.”
— SHEILA BAIR

Zakariyapura village in Gujarat got the award in the category of ‘EXCELLENCE IN

BIOFUELS ADOPTION AT VILLAGE LEVEL’. Zakariyapura has shown how a small

village can lead big change. With strong community involvement and support from

NDDB & local groups, the village has successfully switched from traditional fuels to

clean, renewable biofuels. This shift has helped reduce pollution and made the

village more energy- independent. Zakariyapura is now an inspiring example for

rural areas across India in adopting sustainable energy. The award was received by

villagers Varshaben Parmar, Champaben Parmar and Madhuben Parmar.

Indore Clean Energy was awarded in the category of ‘LARGEST SUCCESSFUL

BIOFUELS DEPLOYMENT IN URBAN BHARAT’. Indore Clean Energy has built the

largest and most successful urban biofuel initiative in the country. By converting

city waste into clean biofuels using advanced technology, it has played a crucial

role in improving Indore’s waste management system while also addressing the

city’s energy needs. Their efforts have helped reduce landfill waste, lower

emissions, and promote the use of renewable energy in urban settings. The Award

was received by Mahesh Girdhar.

Assam Bamboo Ethanol Pvt Ltd received the award in the category of ‘BIOFUEL

PRODUCTION INNOVATION’. Assam Bamboo Ethanol Pvt Ltd has been recognised

for its pioneering work in producing Ethanol from Bamboo — an abundant

resource in the Northeast. 

By using advanced, eco-friendly technology, the company has developed a

sustainable model of biofuel production that is both region-specific and scalable.

Award was received by Dr Pranab Kumar Nath of ABEPL.

Amity University Senior Vice President, Abhay K Chauhan received the

award in the category of ‘ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN BIOFUELS RESEARCH’

Amity has demonstrated a sustained commitment to biofuels research,

with numerous publications in reputed journals on advanced biofuel

technologies, second-generation ethanol, biodiesel production, and

biomass valorisation. MoPNG Hardeep Singh Puri in conversation with The Pioneer Printer & Publisher Kushan Mitra

BUYOFUEL was awarded under the category of ‘BIOFUELS STARTUP OF

THEYEAR’. India's first B2B online marketplace dedicated to both biofuel

andraw-material trading helping bridge a fragmented supply chain with

tech-enabled aggregation of suppliers, manufacturers, and consumers. 

The award was received by Kishan Karunakaran, Founder and Chief

Executive Officer of BUYOFUEL.

And The Pioneer Biofuel360 Award Goes to...

Excerpts from the speech delivered by NDDB Chairman Dr Meenesh Shah during the Compressed Bio Gas (CBG) Session at The Pioneer Biofuels360 Summit

“CBG is an enabler of rural energy independence”
It is an honour to be part of The
Pioneer Biofuels360 Summit — a plat-
form that is uniting the best minds to
reimagine India’s energy future. I am
particularly grateful for the opportuni-
ty to chair this session on Compressed
Bio Gas (CBG) — a critical pillar of
India’s circular bio-economy and a
game-changer in the rural energy land-
scape. At the National Dairy Deve-
lopment Board (NDDB), our mission has
always been holistic — to ensure that
the prosperity of rural dairy farmers
goes hand-in-hand with environmen-
tal stewardship and national priorities
like energy security.

For decades, NDDB has supported
millions of smallholder farmers in
building a robust, cooperative-driven
dairy sector. Today, we are advancing
that legacy by embedding circularity
and climate resilience into rural
systems. Our work in manure management
exemplifies this transformation.

In 2018, NDDB initiated the concept of a
Manure Value Chain with the development of
multiple models to promote efficient dung util-
isation. The Zakariyapura model introduced
household biogas plants in a clustered manner
at farmers’ backyards, enabling them to use
biogas for cooking and process surplus slurry at
centralised slurry processing centres — now oper-
ating in 10 locations across various states — cre-
ating additional income avenues for small and
marginal farmers.

The Varanasi model involves centralised dung
procurement for a 4000 m³ biogas plant, where
biogas is utilised for steam generation in a dairy
plant boiler, and the slurry is processed into high-
quality organic fertilisers. The Banas model
focuses on producing Compressed Biogas (CBG)
from dung, which is then used as a vehicular fuel,
serving as a sustainable alternative to CNG. 

Further to scale up NDDB’s concept of manure
value chain nationally, we have established a

new company NDDB Mrida Ltd. in the year 2022.
Further, in the year 2024 Suzuki’s Indian sub-
sidiary Suzuki R&D Centre India Pvt Ltd has invest-
ed in Mrida, which is operating as a joint
venture now. 

Further, at NDDB, we are converting a tradi-
tional waste stream cattle dung into a triple-
impact solution which is clean energy in the form
of biogas and CBG; organic fertilisers like
Phosphate Rich Organic Manure (PROM),
Fermented Organic Manure (FOM) and many
other liquid fertilisers and most importantly,
enhanced livelihoods for dairy farmers.

When NDDB started in 2018, only 25 domes-
tic biogas plants were installed in Mujkuva village
of Anand district which has now resulted into
over 30000 plants and counting — across coop-
erative dairies, gaushalas, and individual farms
across the country — designed to capture and
utilise dung efficiently.

NDDB is able to pump in more than `110 crore
investment through domestic biogas plants
projects in rural areas. We have installed and

running two large scale biogas plants success-
fully. These plants are providing biogas for
thermal application as well as vehicular fuel in
the form of CBG.  We have contributed more than
`3 crores to dairy farmers in two years of oper-
ation of Varanasi biogas plant by procuring dung. 

In partnership with Suzuki we are installing
four new CBG plants and in discussion for five
more plants. Through these plants we are
looking at investment in the range of `500-700
crore over next 2-3 years in rural economy.  This
investment will create nearly 1000 jobs in rural

sector and an annual pay out of ̀ 5-7 crore to dairy
farmers for the supply of dung. 

At the same time dairy cooperatives have
shown interest for installation of CBG plants in
their respective operational areas. We have stan-
dard operating protocols to ensure production
of high-quality organic fertilisers from the slurry
of CBG/biogas plants. Our initiatives link dung to
power, gas to mobility, and slurry to soil health,
fostering a closed-loop dairy circular economy.

CBG as the next frontier is more than just an
alternative fuel — it is an enabler of Rural energy

independence, Low-carbon agriculture, and
Reduction of fossil LPG and diesel dependence.

With nearly 302 million bovines in India, the
CBG potential is enormous. A well-integrated CBG
network can fuel milk chilling units, run village
transport, and even power rural micro-grids.

NDDB and Mrida are working closely with state
governments, cooperatives, and technology
partners to integrate CBG into milk logistics,
biogas as rural cooking fuel, and even carbon
markets under Article 6 frameworks.

To truly scale up this transition, however, we
need three things: Policy coherence between
agriculture, energy, and rural development;
innovative financing models — including coop-
eratives as energy entrepreneurs; and tech-
enabled traceability to verify emissions reduc-
tion and link to carbon credit platforms.

The Pioneer Biofuels360 Summit is exactly the
kind of forum where such integration becomes
possible — where innovators, bankers, policy-
makers, and grassroots practitioners co-create
viable solutions. Let us not forget — the Green
Revolution empowered farmers with food secu-
rity. The White Revolution brought them into the
market economy. Now, the Green Energy
Revolution must empower them as climate solu-
tion providers.

In this journey, NDDB reaffirms its commitment
to put farmers at the heart of India’s clean energy
transition, to build resilient rural economies
through dairy circularity, and to fuel India’s future
— sustainably, inclusively, and cooperatively.

SPONSORS & PARTNERS

FROM AGENDA COVER
“India’s ethanol journey
is unstoppable”
India is the world's third-largest energy consumer
with a demand of about 5.4 million barrels of oil
per day. India today imports 80 per cent of its
oil and 50 per cent of its natural gas needs. India
is now importing oil and gas from as many coun-
tries as possible, about 40 countries now, to meet

its demand.
As India races ahead in its energy transition

journey, the Petroleum Minister’s message was
clear: ethanol is here to stay, and the country is
not just catching up with global standards—it is
setting new ones. The Fireside Chat between Puri
and Mitra was part of the larger Pioneer Biofuels
360 Summit, a platform that brought together
policymakers, industry leaders, and innovators
to discuss the future of sustainable fuels.

The role of ethanol in
India's net-zero... 
The future lies in flex fuel vehicles and advanced
biofuels, particularly 2G ethanol derived from
crop residues-a solution that reduces stubble
burning while providing an alternative fuel
source. There is the need for comprehensive
research to ensure the right crop varieties are

made available to farmers, offering both biomass
and food in optimal ratios as well as into
making 2G and 3G ethanol solutions viable. From
a technology standpoint, the panel examined
advancements in enzyme science that are low-
ering costs and improving efficiency and promise
to further enhance the economics of ethanol pro-
duction. In conclusion, the panel agreed that
ethanol must be viewed not in isolation, but as
part of a broader clean energy and circular

economy framework. Its success depends on
integrating feedstock diversification, technolog-
ical innovation, farmer incentives, and infrastruc-
ture development, while ensuring alignment
with ESG principles and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals. The discussion reinforced
ethanol's potential to be both an economic cat-
alyst and an environmental solution-if pursued
with strategic vision, scientific rigour, and stake-
holder collaboration.

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

LET US NOT FORGET — THE GREEN
REVOLUTION EMPOWERED
FARMERS WITH FOOD SECURITY.
THE WHITE REVOLUTION BROUGHT
THEM INTO THE MARKET
ECONOMY. NOW, THE GREEN
ENERGY REVOLUTION MUST
EMPOWER THEM AS CLIMATE
SOLUTION PROVIDERS

The Pioneer Printer & Publisher Kushan Mitra lights the lamp at the The Pioneer Biofuels3600 Summit in the august presence
of NDDB Chairperson Dr Meenesh Shah PHOTO: PANKAJ KUMAR



n	 Opposition alleges voter roll revision may delete 
large numbers of voters.

n	 Shah says SIR aims to remove infiltrators from 
lists.

n	 Claims infiltrators form part of Opposition’s vote 
bank.

n	 Notes SIR first introduced by Jawaharlal Nehru; 
conducted again in 2003.

SIR Political Row in Bihar

566 evacuated, 300 still 
stranded in flood-hit Uttarkashi

among top leaders of some 
parties, it was decided to 
field an opposition candi-
date for the vice-presiden-
tial election. Leaders opined 
that, given the BJP’s conduct 
in recent years, there could 
be no joint candidate with 
the ruling party.

The Election Commission 
has announced September 
9 as the polling date for the 
vice-presidential election, 
following the surprise resig-

nation of Jagdeep Dhankhar 
on health grounds. Nomina-
tions opened on August 7, 
and the last date for filing is 
August 21. The INDIA bloc 
has now begun serious dis-
cussions on its candidate.

With Rahul Gandhi host-
ing the INDIA bloc meet-
ing—attended by Congress 
President Mallikarjun 
Kharge, CPP chairperson 
Sonia Gandhi, KC Venugo-
pal, and other senior party 
leaders—the Congress has 
signalled that the opposi-

tion is in no mood to accept 
the election results without 
challenge. Instead, it plans 
to intensify its demand for 
transparent and fair elec-
tions.

According to sources, 
the united INDIA bloc will 
focus on raising questions 
about the fairness of polls, 
the transparency of the elec-
toral system, and the SIR 
exercise, which they allege 
is being used to disenfran-
chise voters ahead of crucial 
assembly elections.

INDIA bloc unites against ‘vote 
theft’, targets Election Commission 

Shah hits out at opposition over SIR, Operation Sindoor

Govt withdraws Income-Tax Bill

Tariffs & Nobel: Ex-diplomat links Trump’s twin obsessions

EC to Rahul

gust, to provide a consolidated and updat-
ed draft. Officials said the move was aimed 
at avoiding confusion caused by multiple 
versions of the Bill.

The Select Committee’s 4,584-page re-
port, presented in the Lok Sabha on 21 
July, proposed tightening definitions, re-
moving ambiguities, and aligning the leg-
islation with existing legal frameworks. 
The suggested changes include permitting 
refunds even if tax returns are filed late, 
harmonising the definition of micro and 
small enterprises with the MSME Act, 
and clarifying rules for non-profits on 
terms such as ‘income’ versus ‘receipts’, 

anonymous donations, and the deemed 
application concept.

Other recommendations address ad-
vance ruling fees, TDS on provident funds, 
low-tax certificates, and penalty powers. 
The panel stressed the need for drafting 
corrections based on stakeholder input to 
ensure clarity and minimise disputes.

The new legislation, first tabled by Sith-
araman on 13 February, is intended to re-
place the complex Income-Tax Act of 1961, 
making the law more concise, reducing 
litigation, and offering significant relief 
to taxpayers. The government initiated 
the review during the July 2024 Budget to 
modernise and simplify India’s direct tax 
regime.

Continued from p1
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stance, emphasising the 
need for continued nego-
tiations on the trade deal. 
Speaking to ANI, he said, 
“We hope that as we go for-
ward, the negotiations on 
the trade deal may still be 
continued. We hope that 
over time, we can overcome 
this kind of hitch in the re-
lationship. We have been 
through many ups and 
downs in India–US rela-
tions, so perhaps we should 
keep it in perspective and 
not panic.”

He advised against overre-
acting, noting that India has 
navigated similar situations 
in the past. “We should not 
overreact to this situation 
and should keep our heads 

down, hoping to overcome 
this obstacle as we have done 
in the past. But there is no 
denying that this is a severe 
development and could have 
major consequences for the 
Indian economy. The gov-
ernment and the people of 
India must be prepared for 
those consequences,” said 
Saran.

On the reaction of the 
Global South to the US tar-
iffs, he added, “There is no 
doubt that in facing this 
kind of new situation, coop-
eration among some of the 
major developing countries 
and emerging economies, 
like Brazil and India, will 
be very important.”

Earlier on Thursday, 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi received a call from 
Brazilian President Luiz In-
ácio Lula da Silva. The two 
leaders exchanged views on 
various regional and global 
issues of mutual interest.

“We are committed to 
deepening our strategic 
partnership, including in 
trade, energy, tech, defence, 
health, and more. A strong, 
people-centric partnership 
between Global South na-
tions benefits everyone,” 
PM Modi said in a post on X.

The Brazilian President, 
in his own post on X, shared 
that India and Brazil had 
“reaffirmed the importance 
of defending multilateral-
ism, the need to address the 
challenges of the current 
situation, and to explore 

possibilities for greater in-
tegration between the two 
countries.”

Earlier, China voiced its 
opposition to the US tariffs 
on India. Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Guo 
Jiakun, responding to me-
dia queries during a press 
briefing, called the move an 
“abuse of tariffs.”

On Wednesday, the White 
House issued an Executive 
Order imposing an addi-
tional 25 percentage points 
in tariffs on Indian goods, 
raising the total levy to 50%. 
The administration cited na-
tional security and foreign 
policy concerns, pointing 
specifically to India’s contin-
ued imports of Russian oil.

On Thursday (US local 

time), President Trump 
said there would be no 
trade negotiations with In-
dia until the tariff dispute 
was resolved, following his 
administration’s decision 
to double tariffs on Indian 
imports.

The US State Department 
said on Thursday that “In-
dia is a strategic partner” 
and that Washington is en-
gaging with New Delhi in 
“full and frank dialogue,” 
even as relations remain 
tense amid the tariff dispute.

When asked whether 
China and other BRICS na-
tions are seeking to organise 
a pushback against US trade 
measures, the State Depart-
ment said that dialogue with 
India “will continue.”

tion,” he asserted, lauding 
the Narendra Modi-led 
NDA government’s ap-
proach to national security.

The Home Minister also 
took aim at RJD leader 
Tejashwi Yadav, accus-
ing him and his family of 
neglecting the develop-
ment of the Mithilanchal 
region during their years 
in power. “Apart from hoo-

liganism, running gangs, 
kidnapping, demanding 

ransom, what have you 
done for the development 

of Mithilanchal?” Shah 
asked.

Earlier in the day, Shah, 
alongside Bihar Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar and 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Samrat Chaudhary, laid the 
foundation stone for the re-
development of the Janaki 
Mata Temple at Punaura 
Dham, believed to be the 
birthplace of Goddess Sita. 
He congratulated devotees 
on the project, calling it a 

landmark for the region’s 
cultural heritage.

The political row over the 
SIR has dominated both 
Parliament and Bihar’s po-
litical landscape in recent 
days, with the Opposition 
INDIA bloc warning that 
the exercise could lead to 
mass voter deletions, while 
the government insists it is 
a necessary step to ensure 
the integrity of the electoral 
process.

conclusions and absurd al-
legations — in which case, 
he should apologise to the 
nation.” The source added 
that Rahul Gandhi had two 
options: either sign the dec-
laration or apologise to the 
nation for raising “absurd” 
allegations against the ECI.

The source further claimed 
that in the past, Rahul Gan-
dhi had never sent any self-
signed letter to the Com-
mission. “Whatever reply 
we give is to other entities, 
and every time he disowns 

it,” the source said.
“For example, he raised the 

Maharashtra issue in De-
cember 2024. Some advocate 
from the AICC wrote to us. 
Our reply dated 24 Decem-
ber 2024 is on our website, 
but Rahul Gandhi says we 
never replied,” the source 
added.Responding to the poll 
panel, Rahul Gandhi said, “I 
am a politician. What I say 
to the people is my word. I 
am saying it publicly — take 
it as my oath. Interestingly, 
they haven’t denied the in-
formation.”

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment on Friday announced 
the restoration of mobile 
network services in Har-
sil Valley, Uttarkashi dis-
trict, following disruptions 
caused by flash floods and 
landslides.

“Mobile network has been 
restored in Harsil Valley 
due to the tireless efforts 
of the state government on 
the instructions of the Chief 
Minister,” the Chief Minis-

ter’s Office (CMO) said.
In Chamoli, work is un-

derway on a war footing to 
clear debris from the Badri-
nath National Highway 
near Bhanrepani, blocked 
since Thursday due to a 
landslide. “The work of 
opening the road by ma-
chines is going on a war 
footing,” Chamoli Police 
said in a post on X.

State authorities con-
firmed the evacuation of 566 
people from Dharali and 
Harsil till noon, with nearly 
300 more stranded individ-

uals still being rescued. The 
Indian Army has deployed 
dog squads, drones, and 
ground-penetrating radar 
to aid the search and rescue 
operations.

Director General of Police 
(DGP) Deepam Seth visited 
Uttarkashi to inspect the di-
saster site, review relief ef-
forts, and issue instructions 
to speed up operations. Af-
ter meeting the Chief Min-
ister at Matli helipad, Seth 
travelled to Harsil and held 
a review meeting with po-
lice officials.

Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami comforts a victim rescued from the Dharali mudslide 
disaster, in Uttarkashi on Friday. ANI

The Daily Guardian Survey conducted with a sample 
size of 312 respondents—95% male and 5% female—re-
veals a complex public response to the recent allegations 
against Congress leader Rahul Gandhi. While 56% of 
participants disagreed with the accusation that he at-

tempted to influence voting via the Election Commission, 
37% believed the charge to be valid. Despite the majority 
dismissing the allegation, a striking 69% supported the 
idea of Gandhi filing a defamation case, and 67% felt he 
should actively protect himself from such claims. 

56% reject rigging claim, but want Rahul Gandhi to legally 
defend himself.

the Daily guardian  Survey on Rahul Gandhi Poll Fraud

Q1. 
How do you see the 

accusation against Rahul 
Gandhi of influencing 

voting through rigging in 
the Election Commission?

Q3. 
Should Rahul Gandhi 

save himself from such 
allegations?

 Q2. 
Should Rahul Gandhi file a 
defamation case in connection 
with these allegations?

 Q4. 
How do you see the special 
intensive revision (SIR) of 
the voter list in Bihar?

   Agree

   Disagree

   Can’t say
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Congress leader Jairam Ramesh criticised PM Modi’s 
“special relationship” claim with Donald Trump, citing 
Pakistan Army chief Asim Munir’s repeated U.S. visits 
and Trump’s praise for Pakistan. Munir, hosted by Trump 

in June, is set to visit again, highlighting deepening U.S.-
Pakistan ties post-Pahalgam terror attack and four-day 
India-Pakistan conflict.

70.00% 80.00% 90.00% 100.00%

86.00% 14.00% 0.00%

87% believe that Trump administration’s sheltering of 
terrorists affecting Pakistan’s policies 

the Daily guardian  Survey on  Trump Pakistan Connection
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Q1. 
How do you view America’s  

inclination towards Pakistan?

Q3. 
Is America’s tilt towards 

Pakistan a betrayal of trust 
towards India?

 Q2. 
Is the Trump administration’s sheltering of terrorists 
affecting Pakistan’s policies?

 Q4. 
Should India take Trump–Munir friendship 
seriously?

   Anti-India US move     Could also harm America

   Can’t say

  Yes, sure       Absolutely not       Cannot say

  Yes, sure       Absolutely not       Cannot say

  Yes, sure

   Absolutely not

   Cannot say
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The proposed 25% 
tariff proposed by 
the United States of 

America (USA), to pres-
surise Bharat for a unfair 
trade deal is not only ir-
rational but also a direct 
attack on Bharat’s rural 
agricultural economy and 
self-reliance. In this context, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s call for “Swadeshi” 
(indigenous products) and 
“Atmanirbhar Bharat” (self-
reliant Bharat) is no longer 
just an emotional appeal but 
a strategic response.

Bharat’s rural economy 
is not limited to just farms 
and the dairy sector. It is a 
socio-economic structure 
that includes small farm-
ers, women’s self-help 
groups, cooperative societ-

ies, and traditional produc-
tion chains. About 86% of 
Bhartiya farmers are small 
and marginal, with land 
holdings of less than two 
hectares. Over 8 crore rural 
families in the country are 
associated with the dairy 
sector, most of whom are 
women and landless farm-
ers.

This entire group is highly 
vulnerable and relies heav-
ily on government support 
for their livelihood. The 
entire structure involving 
such a vast population de-
pends on Minimum Sup-
port Price (MSP), subsidies, 
and customs duties.

PM Modi has expressed 
his commitment to protect 
the interests of agriculture 
and dairy, which are the 
backbone of the rural econ-
omy. Safeguarding the tar-
iff structure, strengthening 
local price structures, and 
empowering farmer pro-
ducer organizations, cold 
storage facilities, and pro-
cessing units are among the 
government’s top priorities.

The government is fully 
committed in empower-
ing women economically, 
ensuring nutritional secu-
rity, preserving traditional 

agricultural diversity, and 
safeguarding rural life and 
livelihoods in every possible 
way.

In light of these concerns, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, during his visit to 
Kashi, raised the slogan 
of  Swadeshi(indigenous) 
to the people of the coun-
try. Referring to Operation 
Sindoor, he stated that the 
world has witnessed the 
strength of indigenous 
weapons. The Prime Min-
ister described this as the 
power of self-reliance in 
Bharat’s defence sector.

There is an atmosphere 
of uncertainty and instabil-
ity in the global economy. 
To overcome this instabil-
ity, all nations are adopting 
policies that protect their 
national interests. In such 
a scenario, how can Bharat 
remain an exception? We 
are on the path to becom-
ing the world’s third-largest 
economy. In this context, we 
must remain vigilant about 
our national interests, as 
well as the livelihoods of our 
farmers, small industries, 
and youth.

To achieve the goal of be-
coming the third-largest 
economy, all political par-
ties, intellectuals, and so-
ciety as a whole must rise 
above partisan lines and 
unite in proclaiming the 
mantra of  Swadeshi. We 
must adopt Swadeshi  and 
promote Swadeshi.

Over the past decade, 
Bharat’s economy has 
steadily climbed to new 

heights. In 2013–2014, 
Bharat was ranked as the 
11th largest economy of 
the world. Today, it stands 
at the fourth position and 
is rapidly moving toward 
becoming the third larg-
est. Our growth rate is pro-
gressing at a strong pace of 
6.4%. Bharat’s influence 
has expanded across all 
sectors, including defence 
and agriculture. Bharat’s 
participation in the global 
market has also increased 
significantly.

Because of our poor wel-
fare policies, more than 24 
crore people have been el-
evated beyond the poverty 
line. Bharat has made prog-
ress in all areas, including 
infrastructure develop-
ment. The standard of our 
basic amenities is reaching 
world-class levels.

Referring to the success 
of  Operation Sindoor, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
stated that while we wor-
ship Lord Bholenath, when 
the need arises, we also be-
come Kaal Bhairav for our 
security.

Bharat’s rising economic 
progress, robust security 
policy, and growing global 
influence are also gener-
ating envy toward India 
among some nations of the 
world.

The agricultural system in 
the United States is indus-
trialised, subsidy-support-
ed, and operates on a large 
scale. In contrast, Bharat’s  
agricultural sector is com-
posed mainly of small land-
holding farmers. Around 
55% of Bharat’s population 
depends on agriculture, the 
majority of whom live in vil-

lages. Agriculture contrib-
utes about 15% to Bharat’s 
Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP).

Farming in Bharat is high-
ly dependent on unpredict-
able weather conditions. 
Rooted in a labor-intensive 
system, Bhartiya agricul-
ture cannot be compared 
to that of the United States. 
Therefore, countries like the 
U.S. and Bharat cannot be 
expected to operate under 
similar tariff structures.

In Bharat, sectors like 
textiles, food grains, sugar, 
dairy, and fisheries are 
closely linked to agricul-
ture. Forcing Bharat to open 
up sensitive sectors such as 
agriculture and dairy to the 
U.S. would be unreason-
able.

If such a situation arises,  
Bharat’s market will be 

flooded with cheap Ameri-
can dairy products. Wom-
en’s self-help groups and 
cooperative institutions like 
Amul will face economic 
distress. Bharat’s  farmers 
will be forced to sell their 
produce at throwaway pric-
es in the market. This could 
trigger an economic crisis 
in rural areas, leading to 
unemployment, migration, 
and growing discontent.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has introduced 
numerous policies for agri-
culture and farmer welfare 
over the past decade. In the 
last ten years, the agricul-
ture budget has increased 
more than fivefold — from 
₹21,933 crore in 2013–2014 
to ₹1.25 lakh crore in 2023–
2024.

The cooperative sector 
in Bharat is also actively 
working to empower wom-
en and strengthen the rural 
economy. Supporting rural 
economies, agriculture and 
farmer welfare, women’s 
safety, the dairy industry, 
and nurturing the coop-
erative movement is our 
national duty — a call that 
has been strongly voiced by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Swadeshi   is not just a 
temporary idea — it is the 
very soul of Bharat. It is 
the clarion call of Bharat’s 
unity, patriotism, and col-
lective aspirations. The 
spirit of Swadeshi has mani-
fested itself in various 
forms throughout Bharat’s 
history. During British co-

lonial rule, it emerged as a 
powerful tool of resistance 
— symbolised by the burn-
ing of foreign clothes and 
the slogan Vande Mataram, 
which helped uproot for-
eign domination.

Even during the tenure 
of Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, when 
Bharat faced international 
sanctions after conducting 
nuclear tests, the country 
responded with the spirit 
of Swadeshi. The world was 
given a fitting reply, pow-
ered by the strength of in-
digenous resolve.

The mantra of Swadeshi 
awakens a sense of restraint 
and self-reliance, helping us 
resist unnecessary depen-
dence on foreign capital. By 
embracing this principle, 
we can fuel the growth of 
our defence industry, in-
crease agricultural produc-
tivity, and expand labor-
intensive industries.

The expansion of public 
services and core industries 
under the Swadeshi vision 
will provide a solid founda-
tion for our economy. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has called for the practical 
adoption of Swadeshi based 
on these very principles. 
By truly integrating it into 
our lives, we can re-estab-
lish Bharat as an invincible 
force. This is the need of the 
hour.

Shivprakash is the National 
Jt.General Secretary (Organ-
isation) of the Bhartiya Janta 
Party

In a significant development 
that could reshape global 
trade dynamics, the United 
States has announced a 
25% tariff on selected In-
dian goods. Alongside this, 
a new oil-related project 
and trade deal with Paki-
stan have emerged, adding 
layers to an already complex 
geopolitical and economic 
scenario.

What is a Tariff 
and Why Is It 
Important?
A tariff is a kind of tax or 
duty imposed by one coun-
try on goods imported from 
another. For example, if an 
American car priced at ₹50 
lakhs is imported into India 
and a 100% tariff is applied, 
the price effectively becomes 
₹1 crore. The extra money 
goes to the Indian govern-
ment, making imported 
products more expensive 
and less competitive com-
pared to local alternatives.

In reverse, if Indian goods 
go to the US and are hit with 
a 25% tariff, those products 

become costlier for Ameri-
can consumers. The US 
government earns revenue 
from these tariffs, but the 
higher cost discourages 
imports, impacting foreign 
exporters like Indian busi-
nesses.

The Trade Deficit 
Trigger
One of the main reasons 
the US has imposed this 
tariff is the growing trade 
imbalance between the two 
nations. India has consis-
tently maintained a trade 
surplus with the US, mean-
ing it exports far more than 
it imports. Last year alone, 
India had a trade surplus of 
around $40 billion.

From the American per-
spective, this isn’t ideal. The 
US wants to reduce this gap 
and balance the trade re-
lationship. Many analysts 
believe that the tariff is a 
pressure tactic to push India 
into a bilateral trade agree-
ment that would allow US 
companies more access and 
favorable conditions in the 

Indian market.

India: The “Tariff 
King”?
Interestingly, the US argues 
that India itself imposes 
steep tariffs on imported 
goods, particularly Ameri-
can products. Items like 
luxury cars, watches, and 
electronic gadgets often face 
30% to 100% tariffs when 
entering India. This signifi-
cantly raises the price and 
makes them less attractive 
to Indian consumers, who 
might then choose similar 
items from other countries.

The US sees its own 25% 
tariff as a retaliatory or cor-
rective measure. It’s also 
a signal that India must 
be more flexible if it wants 
continued trade cooperation 
with Washington.

Strategic Motives 
Behind the Move
While trade balance is one 
reason, there are deeper 
strategic motivations. In-
dia’s growing proximity to 
Russia, especially its contin-
ued oil imports and defense 
ties despite Western sanc-
tions, has been a sore point 
for the US. Additionally, In-
dia’s participation in BRICS 
and discussions within the 
group to trade in local cur-
rencies rather than US dol-
lars is another concern for 
Washington.

These developments 
could weaken the dollar’s 
dominance in global trade, 
which the US naturally 
wants to prevent. Hence, the 
25% tariff can also be inter-
preted as part of a broader 
geopolitical game to nudge 
India away from Russia and 
China.

Impact on Indian 
Industries
The tariff will primarily af-

fect some of India’s largest 
export sectors:

1. Gems and Jewelry- 
India exports around $10 
billion worth of gems and 
jewelry to the US annually. 
With the new tariff, these 
products will become sig-
nificantly more expensive 
in the US market, reducing 
demand and hurting Indian 
artisans and exporters.

2. Textiles and Garments- 
Another vital sector, textiles 
account for about $2.5 bil-
lion in exports to the US. 
These products will also 
become costlier, potentially 
reducing India’s competi-
tiveness compared to coun-
tries like Vietnam and Ban-
gladesh.

3. Auto Parts- Indian auto 

component manufacturers 
export parts that are assem-
bled or used for repairs in 
the US. A tariff will increase 
prices, affecting demand 
and eventually production 
back home.

4. Pharmaceuticals- 
While not directly targeted 
(yet), there’s concern that 
Indian pharmaceutical ex-
ports, which form a large 
part of the healthcare eco-
system in the US, could face 
indirect pressure or future 
tariff extensions.

The cumulative effect of 
reduced exports could dent 
India’s GDP, with estimates 
suggesting a potential im-
pact of 0.2% to 0.5%, de-
pending on how long the 
tariff remains in place and 

how deep its effects run.

Who Pays the Price 
in the US?
Though intended to target 
India, the tariffs will also 
affect American consumers 
and companies:
l Apple and Tech Firms- 

With iPhones now being 
manufactured in India, the 
tariff would increase their 
cost when re-imported into 
the US. That would raise 
retail prices for American 
consumers, causing dis-
satisfaction and potentially 
forcing Apple to reevaluate 
its supply chain strategies.
l Jewelry Retailers- As 

Indian diamonds and pre-
cious stones become prici-
er, US based jewelers may 
struggle to maintain mar-
gins or pass on the increased 
cost to consumers, which 
could reduce sales.

Overall, Americans will 
end up paying more for sev-
eral products as a result of 
these tariffs.

US-Pakistan Oil 
Deal: Adding Fuel 
to the Fire
In a parallel development, 
the US announced its inten-

tion to support Pakistan in 
a major oil infrastructure 
project, pledging technical 
and economic cooperation. 
Additionally, Pakistan may 
be granted tariff exemptions 
on certain exports to the US.

Some experts view this 
as a geopolitical strategy to 
strengthen ties with Paki-
stan and counter Chinese 
influence in the region, es-
pecially via CPEC (China 
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor). It’s also a message to 
India highlighting that the 
US has other partners in 
South Asia and that India 
must not take the US rela-
tionship for granted.

Cheaper Pakistani exports 
to the US could compete di-
rectly with Indian products, 
especially in textiles and 
garments. If Pakistani prod-
ucts become cheaper due to 
tariff exemptions, Indian 
products may lose market 
share, further intensifying 
the impact of the US tariff.

What Lies Ahead 
for India?
India now faces a strategic 
crossroads. It must decide 
whether to:

1. Negotiate a Bilateral 

Deal – The US clearly wants 
a trade agreement that gives 
its companies more market 
access and reduces India’s 
high tariffs on American 
products. If both sides reach 
a compromise, some of the 
current tensions may ease.

2. Explore New Markets 
– With a possible decline in 
US-bound exports, India 
must look for alternative 
markets. Opportunities ex-
ist in Europe, the Middle 
East, Africa, and Southeast 
Asia (e.g., Vietnam, Indone-
sia) where demand for In-
dian goods is growing.

3. Reform Tariff Policies 
– India may consider recali-
brating its own tariff struc-
ture, especially if it wants to 
be seen as a more open and 
cooperative trade partner 
globally.

Conclusion
The 25% tariff imposed by 
the US on Indian goods 
is not just about trade it’s 
about leverage, influence, 
and geopolitics. While it 
may be seen as a penalty for 
trade imbalances or India’s 
closeness to Russia, it also 
reflects America’s shifting 
priorities in the South Asian 
region.

India must respond with a 
balanced mix of diplomacy, 
economic strategy, and 
policy reform. Whether 
it chooses negotiation, di-
versification, or both, the 
goal must be to protect its 
economic interests without 
compromising its geopoliti-
cal autonomy.
Dr. Aman Kumar Sharma, As-
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Items like luxury cars, watches, and 
electronic gadgets often face 30% to 
100% tariffs when entering India. 
This significantly raises the price and 
makes them less attractive to Indian 
consumers, who might then choose 
similar items from other countries.

8 comment & analysis the daily guardian review
saturday |  09 august 2025
new delhi

Editorial Director:  Prof. M.D. Nalapat; Managing Editor: Pankaj Vohra; Editor: Joyeeta Basu. Printed and Published by Rakesh Sharma for and on behalf of Good Morning India Media  Pvt. Ltd.; Printed at: Good Morning India  Media Pvt. Ltd,  Khasra No. 39, Village Basai Brahuddin Nagar, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Noida, 
Uttar Pradesh, (U.P.-201301); Published at:  275, Piccadily House, Floor-1, Captain Gaur Marg, Srinivaspuri, New Delhi - 110065; The Editorial offices: 275 Captain Gaur Marg Sriniwaspuri Okhla, New Delhi - 110065; Mumbai Office: Juhu Hotel, Juhu Tara Road, Santa Cruz-West, Mumbai-400049; Chandigarh Office: 
SCO-7, Sector 17-E, Chandigarh- 160017; RNI Registration No: UPENG/25/A1008;  For Subscriptions and Circulation Complaints Contact: Delhi:  Mahesh Chandra Saxena Mobile:+ 91 9911825289, CISN 0976 - 0008



On voting age
This is in reference to 
“Why voting rights at 16 is 
the way forward” by 
Karan Thapar (August 3). 
While such rights may 
seem progressive, for 
India, it is premature. Our 
children are not taught 
the value of democratic 
processes, or the power 
of the vote in our system. 
This makes voting rights 
to 16-year-olds a fraught 
proposition.

Vaibhav Dhule

Mainstream trans rights
This is with reference to ‘Trans-rights and need for a 
nurturing ecosystem’ by Lalita Panicker (August 3). 
The society must accept them as a third gender. Trans 
folk should be educated and accepted into society to 
live a dignified life.

Abhilasha Gupta

Trump and India: A new chapter?
This is with reference to “Short-term hiccups, long-
term rewards” (August 3). Just a day after slapping 
tariffs on India, Trump ridiculed our economy and 
announced a partnership with Pakistan. Trump risks 
undoing years of Indo-US strategic alignment. 

Sanjay Chopra
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A
nchal Bhateja knew she was break-
ing a barrier as the first blind
woman to appear before the
Supreme Court in June this year.

But, she says, she was “worried about how I
would reach the court. How I would read the
annexures, if asked. I needed to memorise 
the page numbers, in case the judges asked
me which page something was on.” Then, 
she smiles: “It made the process more adven-
turous.”

Fittingly, her client was a woman with
visual disability challenging an ad by the 
Uttarakhand judicial services. Even though
the law stipulates job reservations for people
with disability, the ad inexplicably excluded
those with visual impairment. “It was so 
arbitrary,” says Anchal.

Born with partial vision, Anchal lost her
sight entirely just before her Class 10 board 
exams. No matter. She was able to get a 
scribe to write her papers. Two years later, 
when she took the Class 12 boards, she 
topped her district with 97.2%.

When she arrived at the National Law
School, Bengaluru, she recalls, “Nobody 
asked if I had special needs.” How on earth 
was she supposed to find her way from the 
hostel to the academic block? “You can’t 
always ask the other students because every-
body is in a rush. There were days when I 
would skip my meals because there was no
one to help me find my way to the canteen,”
she says.

One in five women globally lives with a
disability. Depending on their circumstances
as migrants or minorities, Dalit or LBT (les-
bian, bisexual and transwomen), these 
women face multiple challenges.

According to UN Women, women with
disability are two to three times more likely
than other women to face violence, very 
often from their own family. They are three
times more likely than men with disability to
be illiterate; two times less likely to be 
employed and three times more likely to 

have unmet health care needs.
Organisations working on disability

issues hire twice as many men with disabil-
ity as women. In 2017, UN Women found 
that in seven Asia-Pacific countries, institu-
tions for gender equality had no women 
with disabilities among their membership.

Public spaces are exclusionary; not just
footpaths and buildings but also, ironically,
spaces meant to be inclusive. At Pride 
Parade, as a queer woman with disability, 
Anchal finds herself left out: No volunteers 
to help, inaccessible, uneven pathways and
lack of sign language interpretation.

In the digital space, the websites of 155
organisations such as LinkedIn and key min-
istries such as civil aviation and labour and
employment failed to meet accessibility 
standards in February this year, and were 
fined ₹10,000 each by the Commissioner of
Persons with Disabilities (CPwD). In June, 95
websites had failed to respond. The fine was
increased to ₹50,000.

Perhaps the most poignant problem fac-
ing women with disability is loneliness. In
the past week, CPwD received two com-
plaints from women with disability. The
first is a music teacher with locomotor disa-
bility who wants to get married but her
family will not help since they depend on
her earnings. The second, with visual
impairment, fell in love but the man aban-
doned her after cheating her of a large sum
of money. 

Like women everywhere, safety is a major
concern. How do you trust the taxi driver 
will get you home safely? On a wing and a 
prayer, says Anchal, who has founded 
QAble, a platform for building inclusive eco-
systems for queer persons with disabilities 
in India. “If my friend is having a birthday 
party at night, I am going to go,” she says. 
“You have to live a full life.”

Namita Bhandare writes on gender. The views 

expressed are personal.

Gender & disability: Need 
inclusion at intersections

dishonourable mention for fashion writ-
ers, who are all competing with or becom-
ing influencers, who have sold the art of
criticism for front row seats and goodie
bags. 

Where is an Indian Susannah Frankel
who called out her close friend Alexander
McQueen for not being rigorous enough?
Or, a Suzy Menkes intellectually ripping
apart John Galliano at the peak of his
career at Dior? Does it have something to
do with the hierarchy in journalism that
sees fashion as a frivolous beat that can
do without even an iota of serious engage-
ment? Additionally, access masquerades
as knowledge. In that regard, the film
critic community shines bright as a bea-
con of hope. There are at least some
names there that stay unfazed by the
power of celebrity and the pull of per-
sonal friendships. 

Nobody benefits from a catty review or
blind pieces, but an educated and honest
appraisal is the least that the profession
demands. Yes, the world of art, in all its
forms, is built around arbitrariness and
subjectivity, but even that doesn’t justify
the unquestioning obsequiousness that
permeates the writing of professional
fashion writers. It is a statistical impossi-
bility that a designer will churn out “bril-
liant”, “luminous”, “divine” collections
season after season. 

We cannot relegate the responsibility of
demanding accountability and better per-
formance to anonymous social media
handles. Salute to a steady diet of criti-
cism, but we deserve more. 

Nishtha Gautam is an author 

and academician. The views 

expressed are personal.

will leave you to ponder over. He fears
that the total number deleted or not
included in Bihar could touch 15 million.
One can only hope he’s wrong. However,
his second concern should worry all of us.
Even if you limit yourself to the nearly 9%
deletions that the ECI has confirmed in
Bihar, this would equate at a national
level — when the SIR happens nationwide
— to 90 million names being deleted.
That’s one-and-a-half-times the popula-
tion of Britain or France!

Finally, I have no doubt the issue I
began with is the right way to judge
Bihar’s SIR. Do you agree?

Karan Thapar is the author of Devil’s 

Advocate: The Untold Story. The views

expressed are personal.

O
ver the past decade, the Narendra
Modi government has embraced
a series of “One Nation” policies
aimed at replacing India’s diverse
patchwork of state-specific poli-
cies with uniform, national

schemes. From the Goods and Services Tax 
(“One Nation, One Tax”) to the portability of 
subsidised rations (“One Nation, One Ration 
Card”), the impulse has been toward centrali-
sation and standardisation.

Now, the government is pursuing one of the
most controversial of these projects: One 
nation, one election. This proposal seeks to 
replace India’s staggered electoral calendar 
with simultaneous elections for the Lok Sabha
and all state assemblies. The idea has featured
in Modi’s speeches for years but was given a 
boost in March 2024, when a high-level com-
mittee headed by former President Ram Nath
Kovind endorsed the idea. In December, the 
government introduced the Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill to give the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) the authority to implement
such a system. The Bill is currently being 
reviewed by a joint parliamentary committee.

Modi and his BJP colleagues have long
argued that frequent polls disrupt governance,
drain resources, and induce short-term popu-
lism. India’s current electoral calendar ensures
that some part of the country is almost always
in campaign mode. Proponents argue that 
constant elections constitute an undue burden
on the State’s coffers. And the Model Code of 
Conduct (MCC) — an informal set of norms to
ensure a level-playing field during the cam-

amendment, if a government loses a vote of 
no-confidence and a fresh election is called, the
newly elected government will only serve the
remainder of the unexpired term. In that case,
the efficiency argument for aligned polls no 
longer holds water. 

Risks to democracy and federalism:
Beyond these weaknesses lie deeper con-
cerns about democratic design.

First, the essence of parliamentary gov-
ernment is that the executive is continu-
ously accountable to the legislature and, by
extension, the public. A shift toward a sys-
tem resembling fixed terms upends this.

Second, standardising state and national
elections on a single cycle creates fewer
opportunities for public participation and
debate. The current staggered system of
elections allows voters to act as a check on a
dominant national party.

Finally, the amendment gives the ECI
broad discretion to delay polls with few lim-
its and without specifying who governs in
the interim. This opens the door to greater
central control through President’s Rule.

A better way forward: India’s current
electoral calendar has costs, but there are
less intrusive ways to address them. One
option is to reform the MCC. The ECI could
convene an all-party meeting to shorten the
period it is in force or exempt certain cate-
gories of government action from its ambit.

A second is to tackle opaque political
finance. Parliament could align the ₹2,000
cash cap with the ₹20,000 disclosure
threshold — or better yet, ban cash contri-
butions altogether and require Aadhaar ver-
ification for all donations. 

A third is to streamline election schedul-
ing. The 2024 general election stretched
over 43 days — the longest voting period in
seven decades. Reducing the number of
phases would cut the MCC’s duration and
decrease disruption without changing the
staggered nature of elections.

If the government insists on consolidation,
compromise models exist. One possibility is 
one nation, two elections, whereby state polls
would be clustered at the mid-point of Parlia-
ment’s term, reducing frequency while retain-

ing separate state and national verdicts. 
Another option is aligning national and local 
body elections — saving costs without under-
mining the role of state assemblies.

Proceed with caution: One nation, one
election is a bold idea. But it risks centralis-
ing power, weakening federalism, and para-
doxically increasing the frequency of elec-
tions. The better path is to fix the specific
problems the proposal seeks to solve
through targeted reforms that preserve the
strengths of India’s vibrant, multi-level
democracy.

These ideas — less flashy but more practi-
cal — have received little airtime in the cur-
rent debate. They would be a promising
place to start.

Milan Vaishnav is senior fellow and director of the 

South Asia program at the Carnegie Endowment 

for International Peace. This column draws on a 

new co-authored paper, with Caroline Mallory 

and Annabel Richter, “Does ‘One Nation, One 

Election’ Make Sense for India?” The views 

expressed are personal.

paign period — is cited as a source of “policy 
paralysis”. There is obvious appeal to aligning
India’s staggered election calendar, but there
are less disruptive, less dramatic solutions to 
the underlying problems the government 
wishes to solve.

The case for simultaneity: The proposed
Constitutional amendment would overhaul
India’s electoral framework. It introduces a
one-time transitory provision to dissolve all
state assemblies, so their elections coincide
with the next Lok Sabha polls, thereafter
locking both into a single five-year cycle. If
a government — state or national — dis-
solves mid-term, fresh elections would be
held only to complete the remainder of the
original term.

Supporters of this far-reaching
reform advance three main argu-
ments. First, simultaneous elections
will yield savings in time, money, 
and bureaucratic resources. Political
leaders and government machinery,
freed from perpetual campaigning, 
could spend more time on govern-
ance. Voters, especially migrants and
students, would require less travel. 
Proponents also point to reduced campaign 
costs and a lighter administrative burden. Sec-
ond, fewer elections — they argue — would 
mean less voter fatigue and greater turnout. 
Third, they contend that aligned elections 
would enhance governance efficiency. With 
the MCC in force less frequently, governments
could avoid frequent halts to new projects, and
coordination between state and national 
administrations might improve, particularly if
concurrent elections produced aligned politi-
cal outcomes.

The problems with one-size-fits-all: These
arguments have merit, but each is weaker — 
or more complicated — than advertised. On 
time savings, the real issue is less about the 
electoral calendar than about campaign strat-
egy. The BJP, like other parties before it, has 

deliberately “nationalised” even the most local
contests by deploying its top leaders in subna-
tional campaigns. This is a political choice, not
a structural necessity. Staggered elections 
need not mean the constant diversion of 
national leadership if parties invested in 
strong state-level leaders.

In terms of costs, India’s election adminis-
tration is remarkably efficient given the scale
of the exercise. The 2014 general election cost
the central government around 0.03% of GDP.
Even including state polls, the share over a 
five-year period is tiny compared to other bud-
getary items. If the problem is excessive cam-
paign spending, the answer lies in genuine 
political finance reform. Instead, the govern-

ment has gone in the opposite direc-
tion, creating opaque mechanisms
for political giving such as the uncon-
stitutional electoral bonds scheme.

There are legitimate arguments to
be made about the diversion of gov-
ernment officials and security forces
to conduct, supervise, and secure
elections on a staggered basis. But
central paramilitary forces have dou-
bled in size since the 1990s, easing

concerns about overstretch. Simultaneous 
elections would require a larger, one-time 
deployment — creating its own risks.

In terms of voter fatigue, the evidence from
India is mixed. State election turnout has risen
since the decline of simultaneous polls in the 
late 1960s, often exceeding turnout in national
elections. And in states where assembly polls
closely follow general elections, turnout has 
often increased (albeit by a smaller margin 
than in non-proximate elections). 

On government efficiency, the MCC is more
limited than often claimed: It applies only to 
states holding elections, not nationwide 
(except during general elections), and does not
halt ongoing programmes. Ironically, simulta-
neous elections could also result in more — not
fewer — elections. According to the proposed

Hits and misses in the one 
nation, one election idea
Targeted reforms of the 
electoral process can preserve 
the strengths of India’s 
vibrant, multi-level 
democracy

requisite documentation to support them.
Again, they will be deleted. Third, elect-
oral registration officers are entitled to
make local inquiries and strike out
names. They may well. These are three
cogent reasons why 6.56 million is only
an initial figure. The final one could be
sizeably more.

Now so far, we have only been analys-
ing names that have been deleted and
their impact on the electoral rolls and the
electoral trajectory of Bihar. But what
about the names that haven’t been
included? This aspect of the matter hasn’t
got the attention it deserves.

Yadav has analysed this using the gov-
ernment’s own population projections
which, he points out, are often used by
ECI itself to verify and double check its
own electoral rolls. He has worked out the
percentage of the adult population in
Bihar on the electoral rolls both before
the SIR as well as after the SIR. On June
24, it was 97%. Now, it’s 88%. In other
words, it has shrunk by 9%. He says that’s
almost 9.4 million, one-and-a-half times
more than the 6.56 million figure
reported by ECI as deleted names. In
other words, nearly three million people,
who should have been included in the
electoral rolls, have not been enrolled.

It has been over a week since Yadav
published his findings. As yet they haven’t
been contradicted or even questioned by
the ECI. How do you interpret that silence?
Frankly, I don’t like the sound of it.

Yadav draws two conclusions which I

India’s current electoral calendar ensures that some part of the country is almost always in campaign mode. Proponents argue that 
constant elections constitute an undue burden on the state’s coffers.                                                                                                                                                                          ANI

{ SUNDAY SENTIMENTS }

Karan Thapar

I
 would argue that the most important
issue that will determine how I view
the special intensive revision (SIR) of
the electoral rolls presently underway

in Bihar is the number of people whose
names have been deleted or — and mark
this carefully — have failed to be included.
I fear the total could be considerably
greater than what we’ve been told. Let’s
look at the details to see if you share my
concern.

On August 1, the Election Commission
of India (ECI) released the draft rolls con-
firming that 6.56 million names have
been deleted, nearly 9% of those who were
there before the exercise began. This is
already disturbing.

As HT has earlier revealed, this means
that as things stand there are fewer peo-
ple registered to vote in Bihar than was
the case during the 2024 national elec-
tions and the 2020 assembly elections. In
fact, with the exception of the two assem-

bly elections of 2005, the total number of
registered voters in Bihar has increased
with every election since 1977. That won’t
be the case when the assembly elections
are held later this year.

Given Bihar’s high fertility rate, this is
perplexing, to put it mildly. This newspa-
per reports that between 2001 and 2011 the
number of adults increased by 28.5%. Isn’t
it odd that the total number of registered
voters should fall rather than increase in
2025?

However, the situation could get a lot
worse and Yogendra Yadav, the national
convener of the Bharat Jodo Abhiyan,
believes it probably will. He says there are
three reasons why the deletions could
shoot above 6.56 million. First, the booth
level officers may choose not to recom-
mend some or many provisional names.
They have the power to do so. Second,
many people who have uploaded their
forms might not be able to provide the

Questions that Bihar 
SIR brings to the fore 

I
n India, the Global North and, before
that, Eurocentrism have been conve-
nient pegs to hang every failure to
innovate or revolutionise. We haven’t

got our due only because the world is
against us. It always has been so. This per-
secution complex is a potent amalgam of
the unwillingness to think beyond instant
gratification and the colonial legacy of
mass production for the mothership.
Almost all of our industries ail from it,
and fashion is no different.

Our aesthetic expectations
from our fashion stalwarts are
so low that even a change of for-
mat draws accolades. This Gor-
dian knot of subpar demand
and supply in terms of innova-
tion is particularly tragic in a
country that gave the world
some of the finest textile and
embellishment traditions.
When our A-list designers conceive “new”
ideas, chances are they are borrowed
belatedly from their western counter-
parts. Whether it’s the silhouettes, col-
ours, or even the show choreography, the
curse of derivative design is upon us. The
few exceptions in our fashion firmament
prove this rule. And, mostly, they are the
enfant terrible of the scene.

The behind-the-eight-ball personality
of the mainstream Indian fashion indus-
try is all too evident. It has taken more
than two decades from when pastels first
made an appearance in lehenga couture —
yep, it deserves a separate category of its
own — to making them acceptable for a

bridal lehenga. Designers cautiously
pushed the pastel boundary by giving us
cocktail, mehendi, or reception lehengas in
pinks, whites, olive greens, and mauves.
Rarely a ceremonial piece for D-Day. It
was not until some film stars decided to
ditch the reds and magentas that design-
ers got a shot of courage.

This hankering for acceptance and
accolades is design’s Achilles heel. Fash-
ion is, at its core, transgressive. By defini-

tion, transgression cannot exist in
the arena of exclusive clap-clap,
kiss-kiss. Roland Barthes concep-
tualises fashion as a language —
one that reveals meaning while
hiding it in plain sight. Fashion
theorists like Valerie Steele are
excited by this possibility of
decoding meanings. Where is this
process in our landscape?

We are, fortunately, somewhat
redeemed by our diversity. The jadedness
is sometimes punctuated by some radical
and uncompromising experiments in
form, material, style and iconography.
Such designers, young and bold, are pri-
marily from the non-lehenga landscape.
Bridal lehenga, mind you, is the song of
sirens in Indian fashion that few can
resist. This is not the space to name the
names, but close observers of the fashion
scene in India can easily guess.

Like all spaces, fashion is also deeply
riddled with cliques and politicking. Who
gets a prime slot at a fashion week is
about how well entrenched you are in the
organiser’s coterie. But there’s a special

India’s fashion industry 
is starved for innovation

The jadedness in India’s fashion space is sometimes punctuated by some radical and 
uncompromising experiments from the non-lehenga landscape.                                                               PTI

Nishtha 
Gautam

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 
THE TWO ASSEMBLY 
ELECTIONS OF 2005, THE 
TOTAL NUMBER OF 
REGISTERED VOTERS IN 
BIHAR HAS INCREASED 
WITH EVERY ELECTION 
SINCE 1977. THAT WON’T 
BE THE CASE WHEN THE 
ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 
ARE HELD LATER THIS 
YEAR

{ ANOTHER DAY }

Namita Bhandare

Milan 
Vaishnav
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