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Aim to connect wirelessly to smartphone, rely on handset for processingNEW | GADGET
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INDICATORS %
Sensex 84,666.28 -0.51
Nifty 50 25,839.65 -0.47
S&P 500* 6,849.22 0.040
Dollar (`) 90.172 0.20
Pound Sterling (`) 120.06 -0.03
Euro (`) 105.04 0.15
Gold (10gm)* (`) 129,911▼51 -0.04
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 62.34 -0.24
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.618 0.78
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 4.162 -0.01

* As of 8:30 PM IST

GMR Airports to
raise funds via
bond issue 
India’s GMR Airports is set to
raise funds via its longest-tenor
bond issue before the end of
this month, according to Reut-
ers. The airport operator aims
to raise around `2,200 crore
through sales of bonds matur-
ing in 15 years. The proceeds
will be used to refinance debt
of another group entity, GMR
Hyderabad, and for general
corporate purposes. In August,
it had raised an aggregate of
`5,900 crore via bond sales. 

JSW Steel crude
steel production
rises to 24.3 LT
Sajjan Jindal-led JSW Steel on
Tuesday said its consolidated
crude steel production rose 5
per cent to 24.39 lakh tonnes
in November from 23.23 lakh
tonnes in corresponding month
of previous fiscal. The growth
underscores the company’s
continued expansion and
resilience in the competitive
steel industry. The production
of its Indian operations also
increased 5 per cent to 23.61
lakh tonnes during the month.

ATGC Biotech
announces new
joint venture
Hyderabad-based ATGC Biote-
ch and Israel-based Luxembo-
urg Industries have set up a
joint venture, Semiophore Ltd,
with a cumulative investment
of $10 million. Under the JV
agreement, ATGC will contri-
bute IP, technology, know-how,
regulatory dossiers, capex and
research and development
leadership, while Luxembourg
will invest in capex, marketing
and manufacturing costs,
according to a statement.

Welspun One to
develop Grade-A
logistics park 
Warehousing and industrial real
estate platform Welspun One
plans to develop Grade-A
logistics park spread over 1.2
million sq ft in Talegaon, Pune
with an investment of `550
crore, the company said. It has
been allotted 46-acre of land
parcel in Pune’s Talegaon MIDC
Phase- IV for the project. The
park will be designed with tai-
lored specifications to meet
the operational needs of high-
demand sectors, it said.

India moots licence, royalty
to support AI developers 
MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Centre on Tuesday pro-
posed giving a mandatory
blanket licence to artifi-
cial intelligence (AI)
developers for using all
legally accessed copy-
right-protected works to
train AI systems. The
licence should be accom-
panied by a statutory
remuneration right for
copyright holders, accord-
ing to the government.

The government had
formed an eight-member
panel, headed by addition-
al secretary Himani
Pande, to identify issues
raised by AI systems,
examine existing regula-
tory framework, assess its
adequacy, and recommend
changes if necessary,
besides preparing a work-
ing paper for consultation
with stakeholders.

The panel had prepared
the working paper -- Part
1.  The committee recom-
mend a mandatory blan-
ket licence in favour of AI
developers for the use of
all lawfully accessed copy-
right-protected works in
the training of AI sys-
tems, accompanied by a
statutory remuneration
right for the copyright
holders, it said.

Long negotiations and
high transaction costs can
hold back innovation, par-

ticularly for startups and
MSMEs, the report said. 

“By preserving the right
of the copyright owners to
receive royalties and
administering it through
a single umbrella organi-
sation, the model aims to
provide an easy access to
content for artificial intel-
ligence developers for AI
training, simplify licens-
ing procedures, reduce
transaction costs, ensure
fair compensation for
rights holders,” the paper
added.

It further said that the

central challenge lies in
how to protect the copy-
right in the underlying
human-created works,
without stifling technolog-
ical advancement.

“To address this, a bal-
anced regulatory architec-
ture is required to pre-
serve the integrity of the
creative ecosystem in the
country while encourag-
ing AIinnovation,” it said,
adding that the committee
recognised that access to
large volumes of data and
high-quality data is cru-
cial for AI development.

California, Dec. 9:
Alphabet’s Google said it’s
working to create two dif-
ferent categories of artifi-
cial intelligence-powered
smart glasses to compete
next year with existing
models from Meta Platfo-
rms: one with screens,
and another that’s audio
focused.

The first AI glasses that
Google is collaborating on
will arrive sometime in
2026, it said in a blog post.
Samsung Electronics,
Warby Parker and Gentle
Monster are among its
hardware partners, but
the companies have yet to

show any final designs.
Google also outlined sev-

eral software improveme-
nts coming to Samsung’s
Galaxy XR headset,
including a travel mode
that will allow the mixed-
reality device to be used in
cars and on planes. 

Competition is heating
up in the emerging catego-
ry of artificial intelli-
gence (AI) and augmented
reality (AR) glasses. Meta
has been the most prolific.
Snap’s first AR glasses for
consumers are also set to
debut next year, and Apple
is plotting an entry into
the space around the same

time.
For Google, the new

products — and its new
Android XR operating sys-
tem — represent a more
refined, calculated appro-
ach to smart glasses com-
pared with Google Glass,

an ahead-of-its time prod-
uct that flopped with con-
sumers a decade ago due
to its bizarre design, poor
battery life.

During a demo at one of
Google’s New York City
offices, there are several

different pairs of proto-
type AI glasses along with
an early sample of glasses
the search giant is work-
ing on with Xreal, code-
named Project Aura. 

The glasses will connect
wirelessly to a smartpho-
ne and rely on handset for
processing requests. Hav-
ing the phone handle so
much of heavy lifting is
what enables these glasses
to be slim and light eno-
ugh to pass for regular
spectacles. “We want to
give the freedom to choose
the right balance of wei-
ght, style and immersion,”
it said. — Bloomberg
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Households to
tap mutual funds
RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

India’s mutual fund (MF)
assets under management
(AUM) is projected to sur-
pass `300 lakh crore by
2035, with direct equity
holdings expected to
reach `250 lakh crore over
the same period, sig-
nalling a major shift in
the country’s investment
landscape, said a report.

“The next phase of indu-
stry growth will come pri-
marily from mass and
mass-affluent house-
holds beyond the
top 30 cities. Incre-
ased adoption
among affluent
investors across
the next 70 cities
will further accel-
erate this expan-
sion,” said a report
titled “How India Invests
2025” by Bain & Company
in partnership with
Groww.

The share of long-term
holdings in mutual funds
is also rising reflecting
growing investor trust
and confidence with over-
five-year holdings in
industry assets under
management have dou-

bled from 7 per cent to 16
per cent, and over-five-
year systematic invest-
ment plan (SIP) holdings
have increased from 12
per cent to 21 per cent,
reflecting growing inves-
tor trust and confidence.

“Indian households are
steadily shifting from a
traditional savings mind-
set to a more investment-
oriented approach, with
mutual funds and direct
equities emerging as the
fastest-growing asset
classes in recent years.

With SIP inflows and
long-term holdings

rising sharply,
this evolution
will be central to
how India
finances its gro-

wth in the years
ahead,” said

Saurabh Trehan, part-
ner, Bain & Company.

Digital platforms have
emerged as fastest-grow-
ing channel for retail
investing over the last five
years, with approximately
80 per cent of equity
investors and 35 per cent
of mutual fund investors
being onboarded through
these platforms, the
report said.

CBI FILES NEW CASES
AGAINST RHF, RCF
AFTER BANKS’ PLAINT
Mumbai, Dec. 9: The
central bureau of investi-
gation (CBI) has filed new
cases against Reliance
Home Finance and Relia-
nce Commercial Finance. 
The cases, filed after com-
plaints by two state-
owned lenders, are part of
ongoing probes, it said in
a statement on Tuesday.

The cases include one
about an alleged fraud by
Reliance Home Finance
involving `228 crore on a
complaint by Union Bank
of India and another
against Reliance Comme-
rcial Finance involving
`57.47 crore on a compla-
int by Bank of Mahar-ash-
tra, the CBI said.

The banks had classified
the loan account of these
companies as fraud in
2024 and 2025, requiring
them to file complaints
with investigators.

The companies were
owned by Anil Ambani-
owned Reliance group
until FY23, when they
were acquired Authum
Investment and
Infrastructure through a
debt resolution process.

The CBI is investigating
two separate cases agai-
nst Reliance Home Fina-
nce and Reliance Comme-
rcial involving alleged
frauds of `5,572 crore and
`9,280 crore, respectively. 

— Reuters

Google working on AI smart glasses 

STOCK MARKETS
CLOSE LOWER ON
GLOBAL CUES
RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

Indian markets closed
lower for a second consec-
utive session on addition-
al tariff threats on rice
imports from US Preside-
nt Trump as well as cau-
tion ahead of the US Fed
meeting outcome. 

The Sensex fell 436.41
points or 0.51 per cent to
84,666.28 while Nifty-50
closed at 25,839.65 points
down by 120.90 points or
0.47 per cent after a
volatile session.

While, BSE mid-cap
index gained 0.60 per cent
and BSE small-cap index
gained 1.27 per cent. 

Domestic airline Indig-
o’s parent Interglobe
Aviation gained 0.75 per
cent closing at `4,963.40
halting around $4 billion
market cap erosion
impacted by mass flight
cancellations. 

“Fresh tariff concerns
on Indian rice exports we-
ighed on agri-related stoc-
ks, while persistent FPI
outflows and the rupee’s
slide past 90 continued to
add to investor anxiety,”
said Ajit Mishra, senior
VP-Research, Religare
Broking.

DIIs were net buyers of
equities worth `6,224.89
crore while foreign port-
folio investors were net
sellers by `3,760.08 crore.

“A swift rebound in
financials, particularly
PSU banks, consumer
durables and realty,
helped the markets recov-
er a portion of their early
losses,” said Ponmudi R,
chief executive officer,
Enrich Money. 

Microsoft plans $17.5-bn
spend in India over 4 yrs
Tech leader’s largest investment in Asia comes on top of $3 bn in this Jan. 
MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Tech giant Microsoft on
Tuesday announced that
the company would invest
over `1.58 lakh crore ($17.5
billion) in India to help
build infrastructure, ski-
lls, and capabilities need-
ed for country's AI future.
This is Microsoft's largest
investment in Asia.

The statement of the
company after Microsoft
CEO Satya Nadella met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, discussing India's
AI potential. 

Microsoft’s plan focuses
on scaling cloud and com-
puting infrastructure,
expanding AI skilling ini-
tiatives, and supporting
secure, data systems
across sectors.  

“Thank you, PM
@narendramodi ji, for an
inspiring conversation on
India’s AI opportunity. To
support the country’s
ambitions, Microsoft is
committing $17.5B — our
largest investment ever in
Asia—to help build the
infrastructure, skills, and
sovereign capabilities
needed for India’s AI first
future,”Nadella said on X.

“When it comes to AI,
the world is optimistic
about India! Had a produc-
tive discussion with Satya
Nadella. Happy to see Ind-
ia being the place where
Microsoft will make its
largest-ever investment in
Asia. The youth of India
will harness this opportu-
nity to innovate and lever-

age power of AI for better
planet,” said Modi on X.

Officials have described
Microsoft’s commitment
as a boost to India’s digital
transformation trajectory.

The new investment
comes on top of Micro-
soft’s earlier commitment
of $3 billion announced in
January 2025.

The investment aligns
with India’s push to inte-
grate AI across health-
care, manufacturing, gov-
ernance, education and
financial services, the
company statement said.

Besides Microsoft, Intel
signed a partnership with
the Tata Group to boost
indigenous semiconduc-
tor and compute ecosys-

tem. The deal focuses on
consumer and enterprise
hardware enablement.
This will include manu-
facturing and packaging
of Intel products for local
markets as well as adva-
nced packaging in India.

Microsoft has been oper-
ating in India for more
than two decades and has
more than 22,000 employ-
ees across 10 Indian cities. 

Union minister of elec-
tronics and information
technology Ashwini Vais-
hnaw welcomed the Micr-
osoft move. “Microsoft’s
investment signals India’s
rise as a reliable technolo-
gy partner for the world.
This partnership will set
new benchmarks and

drive the country’s leap
from digital public infra-
structure to AI public
infrastructure,” he said.

“As the nation moves
confidently into its AI-
first future, we are proud
to stand as a trusted part-
ner in advancing the
infrastructure, innovation
and opportunity that can
power a billion dreams,”
said Puneet Chandok,
president, Microsoft India
and South Asia.

“Our new $17.5 billion
commitment and deep
partnership across India’s
technology ecosystem are
focused on turning India’s
AI ambition into impact
for every citizen,”
Chandok added. 

Many professionals keen on starting
own ventures, scaling up: LinkedIn
New Delhi, Dec. 9: A sig-
nificant percentage of
professionals in India said
they want to work for
themselves in near future,
with factors like AI adop-
tion, a strong skilling
appetite, and the power of
trusted professional net-
works making it easier to
start and scale their busi-
ness, says a report.

According to LinkedIn's
latest Small Business Wo-
rk Change India report,
the number of Indian
members adding founder’
to their profiles has
increased by 104 per cent
in a year, as more than 7 in
10 professionals in the
country say they want to

work for themselves.
The report noted that

three factors will fuel this
shift: AI adoption, brand
credibility, and networks.

“AI is becoming part of
everyday operations for
India’s small businesses.
82 per cent of SMB leaders
say it has made starting
and running a business
easier, and 97 per cent alr-
eady use it in some form.
For 83 per cent, AI has
become critical for busi-
ness growth,” it said.

Around 95 per cent of
Indian SMBs are already
investing in or planning
AI adoption, outpacing
global average (83 per
cent). — PTI

FALAKNAAZ SYED
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) governor Sanjay
Malhotra on Tuesday
urged the managing direc-
tors and chief executive
officers of public sector
banks and select private
sector banks to pass on the
repo rate cut to borrowers-
for sustainable growth. 

He also urged banks to
focus on reducing grievan-
ces and strengthen their
internal systems and

called for intelligent-driv-
en safeguards against dig-
ital frauds.

“The 125 basis points of
monetary easing in this
year, combined with
greater adoption of tech-
nology, should translate
into lower intermediation
costs, higher operational
efficiency and thereby
supporting sustainable
growth and deeper finan-
cial inclusion,” Malhotra
told bank chiefs at the
meeting held in Mumbai.

Since February 2025, the

RBI has cut the bench-
mark repo rate by 125
basis points to 5.25 per
cent to support
growth. 

However, the
weighted average
lending rate of
scheduled com-
mercial banks has
reduced by 69 bps for
fresh rupee loans dur-
ing February-October 2025
and by 63 basis points on
outstanding rupee loans
in response to the 100
basis points repo rate cut

during the period. 
Only some nationalised

banks have cut their
RLLR by 25 basis

points. Other ba-
nks are expected
to follow suit. 

The central
bank said that

the governor
observed steady

improvement in
health and operations of
the banking sector in 2025
but cautioned banks agai-
nst complacency urging
them to remain vigilant in

an evolving environment.
Appreciating progress

made on re-KYC updates
and handling of unclaim-
ed deposits, the governor
encouraged banks to inte-
nsify customer outreach
and enhance awareness
campaigns. 

Malhotra also reiterated
the RBI’s consultative
approa-ch to regulation,
pointing to recent initia-
tives aimed at consolida-
tion, streamlining and
simplification of regulato-
ry framework.

PE, VCs see 1,761 deals in
2025, highest in 10 years
SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, DEC. 9

Private equity and ven-
ture capital (PE/VC) deals
have surged to a 10-year
high in 2025. In terms of
investment value, it is up
54 per cent to $34 billion in
2025, till November, from
$22 billion in 2024, accord-
ing to Equirus Capital.

Between January and
November 2025, 1,761 deals
were made against 1,170
deals in 2024. By surpass-
ing the previous record of
1,726 deals in 2021, this
year saw the highest num-
ber of deals in 10 years. 

India has consistently
recorded over 1,000 PE/VC
deals every year for past
10 years. The country’s
PE/VC activity rode the
momentum in last decade
with over $275 billion
raised across 13,000 deals. 

However, in last decade,
yearly investment value
has been highest in 2021,
followed by 2022 and 2020.

Mid-market deals of
$10–25 million and $25–50
million have been expand-
ing their share signifi-
cantly - from over 20 per
cent in 2020 to over 40 per
cent in 2025. Small deals
account for 30 per cent of
the deals.

The IT and consumer
discretionary sectors
remain the biggest benefi-
ciaries, attracting over 50
per cent of total PE/VC

investments in 2025 both
by value and volume. 

Further, primary mar-
kets have been increasing-
ly providing exit to PE/VC
funds. Over 60 per cent of
the exit volume in 2025
was made possible by pub-
lic markets either by way
of IPOs or block deals.
However, the exits
remained fewer in 2025
compared to last year. 

“With large new funds
being raised by PE firms
on back of record number
of exits in previous funds,
we believe India has
shown its resilience as a
market that offers finan-
cial investors multiple
viable routes for exit once
now managed to scale up
and grow their investee
companies,” said Bhavesh
Shah, managing director
and head-investment
banking, Equirus Capital.

RBI gov urges banks to pass on rate cuts

TO SUPPORT the country’s ambitions,
Microsoft is committing US$17.5B —
our largest investment
ever in Asia—to help
build the infrastructure,
skills, and sovereign
capabilities needed for
India’s AI first future. 

— SATYA NADELLA, 
Microsoft CEO 

HAPPY TO SEE India being the
place where Microsoft will

make its largest-ever invest-
ment in Asia. The youth of

India will harness this oppor-
tunity to innovate and

leverage the power of AI
for a better planet. 

— NARENDRA MODI, 
India Prime Minister

INNOVATION HUB
Tech giant’s new funding

to accelerate India’s posi-
tion as global centre for

AI innovation. 

MICROSOFT focuses on scal-
ing cloud, computing infra,
expanding AI skilling 
initiatives.
FIRM’s commitment as
boost to India’s digital
transformation trajectory.

NADELLA’S announcement reflects Microsoft’s
emphasis on AI adoption.

INVESTMENT
aligns with
India’s push to
inte-
grate
AI across 
industries.

SOCIETAL USE
LICENCE SHOULD be accompa-
nied by statutory remuneration
right for copyright holders. 
SUGGESTIONS part of working
paper prepared by panel and
released by DPIIT.
LONG NEGOTIATIONS, high
transaction costs can hold
back innovation, particularly
for start-ups and MSMEs
RIGHTS HOLDERS will not have
option to withhold their works
from use in training of AI
Systems. 
BALANCED REGULATORY
architecture required to
preserve integrity of cre-
ative ecosystem in India.

ACCESS TO
LARGE 
VOLUMES OF
DATA, HIGH-
QUALITY DATA
CRUCIAL FOR AI 
DEVELOPMENT. 

COMPETITION heat-
ing up in AI, AR 
glasses. 

THERE ARE sev-
eral different
pairs of proto-

type AI glasses
along with an early
sample of glasses. 

GOOGLE'S AI
glasses will arrive

in 2026. 
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The recent diplomatic flurry ~ marked by talks in 
Moscow between US envoys and Russia, followed by a 
three-day session in Florida between US and 
Ukrainian negotiators ~ was meant to build 

momentum toward peace. Instead, it has laid bare a 
fundamental truth: you cannot negotiate peace while bombs 
keep falling, and you cannot negotiate an outcome when one 
side has already declared its unwillingness to compromise. 

On paper, the Miami discussions suggested a path forward. 
Ukrainian and American officials emerged saying they had 
discussed “security arrangements” and frameworks for 
reconstruction ~ a serious signal that Kyiv is willing to  
plan for a future beyond bullets and burned cities. Indeed, 
President Volodymer Zelenskyy affirmed his commitment to 
continued talks. 

But just as these exchanges concluded, Russia struck again ~ 
launching drone and missile attacks that hit rail hubs, energy 
infrastructure, and civilian-lifelines across several regions. At 
that very moment, the other side of the conversation was 
broadcasting a very different message: For Russia, peace is not 
the point ~ dominance is. 

In a blunt, public interview ahead of his visit to India, the 
Russian President Vladimir Putin declared that his country 
intends to seize full control of the eastern region commonly 
called Donbas ~ “either by force, or when Ukrainian troops 
leave.” That is not an opening for compromise. It is an 
ultimatum. This is the heart of the problem with the current 
negotiating process: it treats a war ~ one of aggression and 
occupation ~ as though it were a dispute over legal points on a 
map. It assumes parity, consent, and a shared interest in 
stability. But Russia, by its own words and by its own bombs, 
has shown it neither recognises parity nor seeks a stable mutual 
peace. What it seeks is victory. 

Yet the discourse remains framed as if Russia, Ukraine, and 
mediating powers sit at a roundtable with equal weight. That 
framing is dangerous: it gives legitimacy to demands born out 
of force, not consent. A “peace plan” that presupposes  
territorial concessions is not a plan; it is a settlement imposed 
under duress. 

True peace cannot begin with a ceasefire held together solely 
by hope and diplomacy. It requires mutual cessation of 
violence, credible guarantees, and verifiable withdrawal from 
occupied zones, not promises of good behaviour. Attempts to 
talk while Russia ramps up attacks do more than delay justice: 
they give war criminals the veneer of diplomacy. 

If the international community and Kyiv proceed with 
negotiations, they must condition talks on actions, not words. 
They must demand an immediate and sustained halt to all 
offensive operations. They must insist on irreversible, 
observable de-escalation before any discussion of security 
architecture, reconstruction, or territorial status. 

Anything less will be a dangerous illusion. The war would 
pause but the threat would remain. And history tells us: such 
truces breed future conflict, not lasting peace.

Perhaps the most important factor 
in nurturing scientific excellence is 
the culture of research itself. In India, 
scientists are often encouraged to 

pursue safe, incremental projects that 
guarantee results and funding. This discourages 
risk-taking and innovation. Nobel-worthy 
research usually involves bold ideas that 
challenge existing paradigms.  

It may take years to bear fruit and often 
faces initial scepticism. To foster such work, 
India must create grant schemes that support 
high-risk, high-reward projects. Scientists 
should be given the freedom to explore 
unconventional ideas without fear of 
failure. Bureaucratic hurdles must be 
minimized, and research management should 
be streamlined to allow scientists to focus 
on discovery. 

Just like spotting talent in sports early 
helps children become champions, recognizing 
a child’s interest in research and innovation 
is key to shaping future Nobel Prize winners. 
When children show curiosity, ask questions, 
and enjoy solving problems, it is a sign of a 
scientific mind.  

Encouraging this from a young age ~ 
through experiments, reading, and creative 
thinking ~ builds a strong foundation. With 
the right support, these children can grow 
into scientists who make big discoveries. 
The Nobel Prize often goes to those who 
have spent years exploring ideas, so nurturing 
talent early is important for creating future 
leaders in science and innovation. 

Another critical issue is brain drain. Many 
of India’s brightest scientists leave the country 
for better opportunities abroad. In 2024, 
more than six lakh people emigrated from 
India to countries like the US, UK, Canada, 
Australia, and UAE.  

A significant portion were highly educated 
professionals ~ including scientists, doctors, 
and engineers. Further, India has only 260 

scientists per million people, ranking 81st 
globally. In contrast, countries like the United 
States and the United Kingdom have over 
4,000 scientists per million. This gap is not 
just about numbers ~ it reflects the lack of 
infrastructure, funding, and career prospects 
for researchers in India.  

Talented scientists often find it difficult 
to secure grants, set up labs, or pursue 
independent research. To retain talent, India 
must offer competitive salaries, research 
autonomy, and clear career paths. 

Recognition and reward systems also 
need reforms. The newly launched 
Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar is a step in 
the right direction, aiming to honour 
excellence in science and innovation.  

However, its credibility depends on 
transparent selection processes and 
independence from political influence. 
Awards should be based on scientific 
merit, citation impact, and peer recognition. 
Showcasing Indian scientists who are 
already making waves globally ~ such as 
those listed in Stanford’s top 2 per cent 
of cited researchers ~ can inspire others 
and build a culture of excellence. 

A total of 5,352 Indian scientists featured 
in the 2024 edition out of 223,252 scientists 
worldwide with China having the highest 
number of 10,687 ~ twice that of India - 
across all disciplines from physics and 
medicine to engineering and social sciences. 
So, India has the intellectual capacity and 
scientific talent to produce Nobel Prize-worthy 
research, provided we continue to nurture 
innovation, invest in R&D, and support 
researchers with robust infrastructure and 
international collaboration. 

Science communication is another area 
that deserves attention. Many Indian 
discoveries go unnoticed because they are 
not effectively communicated to the public 
or the global scientific community. Scientists 

must be trained to present their work in 
accessible formats, engage with media, and 
participate in public lectures. Translating 
complex research into simple narratives 
can help build public support and attract 
young minds to science. 

Despite these challenges, there are signs 
of progress. Initiatives like the Research 
Development and Innovation scheme aim 
to bridge the gap between laboratory research 

and commercial viability by 
using public procurement 
to create demand for indigenous 
technologies.  

Digital platforms like 
LabStack are also being 
developed to streamline R&D 
processes and improve 
collaboration across institutions. 
However, these efforts need 
to be scaled up and supported 
by a broader policy framework 
that prioritizes original 
research, industry partnerships, 
and global engagement. 

Over the past five years, 
Nobel Prizes in science and 
medicine have honoured 
discoveries that deeply 
reshaped our understanding 

of nature and health. Few examples are 
given here along with the relevant research 
being carried out in India.  

In medical sciences, breakthroughs like 
mRNA vaccine technology (2023), got the 
Nobel Prize. India contributed to vaccine 
production but lagged in platform innovation 
and fundamental immunology research. 

In biology, the 2022 Nobel for sequencing 
the Neanderthal genome highlighted 
evolutionary genetics. India has strong labs 
in population genetics but lacks access to 
ancient DNA and long-term funding for 
paleo genomics ~ the study of ancient DNA 

to reconstruct and analyse the genomes of 
extinct species and ancient populations. 

In chemistry, Nobel-winning work on 
click chemistry and quantum dots emphasized 
molecular innovation. India excels in applied 
chemistry, especially pharmaceuticals, but 
rarely leads in original molecular discoveries. 
In physics, prizes for quantum entanglement 
and climate modelling showcased deep 
theoretical and experimental work. Indian 
physicists participate in global collaborations 
like Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave 
Observatory (LIGO), yet such breakthroughs 
are limited. 

Overall, India has made progress in applied 
science and public health, but Nobel-level 
recognition demands long-term, curiosity-driven 
research, global collaboration, and original 
contributions.  

With its growing talent pool and infrastructure, 
India has the potential. It now needs sustained 
vision and support to convert promise into 
global impact. 

In conclusion, India has the talent and 
potential to produce Nobel-winning scientists. 
What is missing is a coordinated, long-term 
strategy to nurture that talent, support bold 
research, and connect with the global scientific 
ecosystem.  

By reforming education, retaining talent, 
increasing investment, building world-class 
institutions, and encouraging risk-taking, 
India can create an environment where 
groundbreaking discoveries are not just 
possible but inevitable. 

India must shift from a compliance-driven 
model to an innovation-driven one. Only 
then can it unlock the full potential of its 
scientific community and compete globally. 
The Nobel Prize should not be seen as an 
elusive dream ~ it should be a natural 
outcome of a thriving scientific culture. 

 
(Concluded)

In its submission to the National 
Assembly, the Government 
emphasised that merging the three 
national target programmes holds 

significant meaning. The integration aims 
to advance the Party and State’s overarching 
goal of building a prosperous people, a 
strong country and a happy, fulfilling life 
for all. This is the highest shared objective 
and requires unified understanding. 

Consolidating the three programmes 
will not reduce policy benefits; instead, it 
will allow stronger, more targeted investment 
in ethnic and mountain communities in 
the years ahead. 

Current assessments show that poverty 
remains concentrated in areas where 
ethnic groups reside. Whereas past poverty 
reduction programmes were implemented 
nationwide, the new combined programme 
will prioritise these communities to help 
ensure sustainable improvements and 
long-term poverty eradication. 

While new-style rural area development 
has been implemented nationwide for 
over a decade, yielding strong results in 

regions with numerous advantages already, 
other areas ~ especially those with large 
ethnic populations and disadvantaged 
regions  ~  require more focused investment 
to improve people’s living standards. 

Integrating the three programmes will 
enable stronger, more 
concentrated resources for 
these vulnerable areas until 
2035, instead of only until 
2030, as previously planned 
for the ethnic community 
programme alone. This 
consolidation is also expected 
to enhance implementation 
efficiency, minimise overlaps, streamline 
administration, and deliver support to 
beneficiaries more promptly and substantively.  

After more than 15 years of implementation, 
the programme has achieved massive, 
comprehensive, historic progress, with 
deep socio-economic impacts across      
rural areas. 

As of June, 6,084 out of 7,669 (or 79.3 
per cent) of communes nationwide had 
met new-style rural area standards. Of 

these, 2,567 communes (42.2 per cent) 
had met advanced standards and 743 
communes (12.2 per cent) had achieved 
model new-style rural area status. 

The pace of poverty reduction has 
accelerated, and multidimensional poverty 

in rural areas has dropped by about 
1.93 per cent. In 2024, average per 
capita income in rural areas reached 
approximately VNĐ54 million 
(US$2,046). 

Rural infrastructure has seen a 
breakthrough, with over 90 per cent 
of villages now connected to their 
centres by paved or concrete roads. 

The programme has also contributed 
significantly to the country’s overall 
socio-economic development. Agricultural 
production models have evolved, with 
co-operatives playing a central role.  

Supply chain links have been modernised 
to align with market demand, support 
large-scale production and develop safe, 
high-quality agricultural value chains. 

As the programme enters a new phase, 
one key requirement is to create sustainable 

economic drivers and raise people’s real 
incomes. The OCOP programme, combined 
with rural tourism initiatives, has unlocked 
local potential and elevated the value of 
Vietnamese agricultural products. 

This combination has also led to the 
emergence of attractive rural tourism 
villages, creating non-farm jobs and 
drawing large numbers of visitors. As a 
result, local incomes have improved, and 
communities have become more engaged 
in landscape, environmental and cultural 
preservation. 

Once the three national target programmes 
are merged, it will be essential for relevant 
authorities to issue a clear management 
and implementation framework to ensure 
smooth execution. 

It is also important to apply a lump-sum 
budget mechanism. This means the central 
Government allocates a total fund, including 
both recurrent and capital expenditure, 
to each province based on output targets. 
Provinces would then have the autonomy 
to distribute these resources across localities 
and tasks.

Crack the whip 
Sir, Please refer to today’s report “IndiGo 

cancels 650 flights, targets network stability 
by 10 December”. The IndiGo crisis has 
badly dented India’s standing as the world’s 
third-largest domestic aviation market (after 
the US and China).  

The nation’s biggest airline ~ which accounts 
for over 65 per cent of the domestic market 
share ~ cancelled hundreds of flights over 
the past week, leaving tens of thousands of 
passengers stranded across the country.  

It was a rude shock for travellers - their 
plans regarding job interviews, business 
meetings, weddings, leisure trips and medical 
emergencies went haywire.  

IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers said on Sunday, 
“Step by step, we are getting back”, but the 
all-important question is: why was timely 
action not taken to prevent or minimise 

flight disruptions? 
Even as an inquiry is in progress, IndiGo 

has been told to submit fortnightly progress 
reports on crew utilisation, propose a concrete 
roadmap to plug staffing gaps and generally 
rebuild its roster resilience.  

This intervention seems belated; had 
regular monitoring and oversight been done 
earlier, large-scale chaos could have been 
avoided.  

Going forward, exemplary action against 
the erring airline can send a strong message 
of zero tolerance. The NDA government, 

which proudly claims that the UDAN (Ude 
Desh ka Aam Nagrik) scheme has revolutionised 
regional air connectivity, must not miss this 
opportunity to crack the whip. It’s time to 
combat the complacency fuelled by the 
near-duopoly of IndiGo and Air India. 

Yours, etc., Khokan Das, 
Kolkata, 8 December. 

 

Road safety 
Sir, Apropos “Safer roads a vital concern 

for India”, road safety is not just a policy 
issue; it’s a moral responsibility. Every year, 
thousands of families lose loved ones on 
roads that were meant to connect lives not 
end them.  

Reading this article, I strongly feel that 
India must treat road safety with the same 
urgency it showed during the Covid-19 crisis. 
If we can build a vaccination system for an 

invisible virus, why can’t we build a safety 
system for visible roads. The solution is not 
only better infrastructure but a change in 
mindset.  

Stronger laws, stricter licensing, safer road 
designs and proper enforcement must 
become non-negotiable. Technology like 
AI-based monitoring, smart signals and 
safer vehicle ratings should guide our future 
planning. Road safety should be part of 
school education, public campaigns and 
everyday behavior.  

A developing nation cannot afford to lose 
its youth to avoidable accidents. If India 
dreams of becoming a 5 trillion dollar 
economy, it must first protect it’s most 
valuable resource ~ human life. Safer roads 
are not a luxury; they are the foundation of 
a stronger, modern and compassionate India. 

Yours, etc., Aditya Kamble,  
Kalaburagi, 5 December.

The latest move by Washington to tighten screening for 
H-1B visa applicants marks a sharp turn in the way the 
United States is redefining its anxieties about 
immigration, technology, and free expression. What 

was once a visa category judged largely on skills and employer 
demand is now being pulled into America’s domestic culture 
wars, with foreign workers unexpectedly positioned at the 
centre of a debate that was never really about them. 

The recently issued directive instructing consular officers to 
examine applicants’ résumés and online profiles for any 
association with content moderation, misinformation  
control, fact-checking or online safety is more than a 
bureaucratic change.  

It is an ideological filter dressed as a security measure. By 
framing such work as potential “censorship,” the administration 
is blurring the line between legitimate enforcement of platform 
rules and political suppression. For thousands of Indian tech 
workers, many of whom occupy precisely these roles in social 
media, fintech and digital compliance, the implications are 
immediate and unsettling. 

These functions are now a standard part of the digital 
economy. Companies cannot operate without teams that 
enforce platform policies, counter fraud, remove harmful 
content or comply with regulatory demands. To turn this into 
evidence of ideological misconduct places applicants in an 
impossible position: they can be penalised for performing the 
very jobs global companies require, simply because those tasks 
intersect with America’s shifting definitions of free speech. 

The policy also raises fundamental questions about 
consistency. If the concern is suppression of protected 
expression in the US, it is unclear how consular officers ~ 
already under intense workload pressure ~ are expected to 
judge complex decisions made in distant corporate settings or 
automated moderation systems. The risk of subjective 
interpretation is high, and the consequences for applicants 
could be severe.  

A single keyword on a LinkedIn page may end up weighing 
more heavily than years of skill-building, education, and 
professional credibility. For India, the stakes are not merely 
individual but structural. The H-1B programme remains a 
critical bridge between Indian talent and global innovation 
ecosystems.  

Any politicisation of this channel affects not only workers but 
also the Indian IT and startup sectors, which rely on 
cross-border mobility to maintain competitiveness. If the 
process becomes unpredictable, companies may think again 
about sending employees to the US or hiring for sensitive roles 
that would later be weaponised against them in visa screenings. 

The broader trend is unmistakable: immigration policy is 
being repurposed to enforce cultural positions on speech, 
accountability, and platform governance. By folding these 
debates into visa decisions, Washington risks undermining the 
economic rationale of the H-1B system itself. Skilled mobility 
works when decisions are made on competence, not conjecture. 
Turning visa vetting into an ideological loyalty test serves 
neither American innovation nor its relationships with 
countries like India that have long supplied the talent the US 
economy relies on. 

Peace without trust 

Visa  roadblocks 

Just like spotting talent in sports 
early helps children become 
champions, recognizing a 
child’s interest in research and 
innovation is key to shaping 
future Nobel Prize winners. 
When children show curiosity, 
ask questions, and enjoy solving 
problems, it is a sign of a 
scientific mind. Encouraging 
this from a young age ~ through 
experiments, reading, and 
creative thinking ~ builds a 
strong foundation. With the 
right support, these children can 
grow into scientists who make 
big discoveries 
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EGYPT FRANCHISE 

NO VOTES UNDER 
AGE OF 25 
�SPECIAL CABLE.� 
CAIRO, DEC. 8. 

THE new electoral law now published enacts 
that every male of 30 years and over will have 
the unrestricted right to vote. Nobody under 
twenty-five will have the vote, and between 25 
and 30 the right to vote depends on the possession 
of a secondary education certificate, or the 
ownership of immovable property paying a tax 
of at least £1 (sterling) annually, or the Proprietorship 
of a house of at least an annual rent of £12. 

Every group of 20 voters has the right to elect 
an elector-delegate. Under the old law groups of 
30 elected an elector-delegate, and every male 
over 21 had the unrestricted right of vote—Copyright. 

 
 

FRENCH TAXATION 

PROPOSALS IN THE 
NEW BILLS 
PARIS, DEC. 9.  

Two bills were introduced in the Chamber 
to-day, whereby the Govern-ment hopes to raise 
funds. The means include increases in the 
income-tax and stamp duty on various commercial 
deals, an extended tax on exports and increased 
taxes on petrol, alcohol and motor cars. Increased 
rates on letters telegrams and lotteries are also 
suggested.—Renier’s Special Service. 

 
 

BRITISH STEEL OUTPUT 

FAR BELOW 
PRODUCTIVE CAPACITY 
( BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.)  
LEAFIELD (OXFORD), DEC. 8. 

SIR PHILIP Cunliffe-Lister, President of the 
Board of Trade, stated in the House of Commons 
that it was estimated that the productive capacity 
of steel in Great Britain was about 12,000,000 
tons a year. 

The quantity of steel produced up to the end 
of October this year was only 647,000 tons. 

 
 

PLANTERS� COMPLAINT 

“CRIMPING” 
COOLIES FOR 
SINGAPORE BASE 
SINGAPORE,  DEC.  9. 

STRONG protests were uttered to-day at a 
meeting of the Malaya Planters' Association at 
Singapore against the alleged “crimping” of 
rubber plantation coolies for work in connection 
with the naval base. 

It was stated that already there were three 
strikes at the base works, resulting in Grants of 
increased pay. 

The meeting urged the recruiting of 1,200 
non-agricultural labourers in a similar manner 
to that followed by the Government department. 
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OCCASIONAL NOTE 
 
To take too seriously Mr. George Harvey’s 
speculations as to the finan-cial and industrial 
future of Great Britain would be a mistake. Mr. 
Harvey, who was Ambassador to Great Britain, 
visualises a time when the Home folk will no 
longer be able to continuing paying the debt 
they owe to America, and when England’s 
function will be that of a middleman be-tween 
the producer of raw materials and the consumer. 
Other Americans have dreamed that dream in 
past times and when they have waked they 
have found an England which has proved the 
most formidable competitor in every market 
of the world. The British when roused to danger 
have generally proved equal to any commercial 
emergency. Just now there may be black clouds, 
but America need not fear that Great Britain is 
going to accept a lower place in the world 
scheme or that she will become dependent on 
the charity of the Anglo-Saxon abroad. Mr. 
Harvey has simply been deceived by that 
pessimism about his own affairs which is the 
birth-right of every Briton.

ACROSS 
 

1    He knows many 

women like tinned 

eggs  

(8) 

5    Want to come 

over? (6) 

8    Fellow leaves 

desert shelter  

(3) 

9    Is it possible 

Spanish lady would 

start to sap 

strength? (10) 

10  School obstacle 

race finally run  

(8) 

11  Boyfriend from 

Bangkok maybe 

sounds suitable for 

Dicky (6) 

12  He catches fish 

before eating one 

that s skinned  

(4) 

14  Gone ten, he s off 

round tourist 

attraction  

(10) 

17  Report of copper, 

perhaps a bit brave 

(10) 

20  Thinned glue will 

break (4) 

23  My cat has no tail, 

or body (6) 

24  Skipping rope and 

flag needed for 

game (8) 

25  Flat landlord no 

longer observed 

legal requirements 

(4,6) 

26  Experienced 

professional 

needed to fix 

Rover? (3) 

27  Mother married 

twice running � it s 

the money that s 

tempting (6) 

28  Book edited by an 

old guy who 

usually writes his 

own stuff  

(3,5) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    Removing 

application with 

bug is best (4,5) 

2    General store s 

opening north of 

Munster (7) 

3    Maybe bishop 

climbs on top ... of 

cathedral, that is 

(6) 

4    In a group, nine 

out of twelve get 

a test � does Jack? 

(9) 

5    Doctor with head 

buried in a good 

book prescribes 

drops (7) 

6    Coast where 

swimming is 

limited, by 

experience (9) 

7    Mouser links up 

with rat, filling 

new roles (7) 

13  English clap most 

at play that shows 

spirit (9) 

15  Deputy s not so 

sensitive about 

arresting women 

(6,3) 

16  Make civilised 

opponents become 

fairer (9) 

18  Gold ring s left off 

by divorcee 

making overtures 

(7) 

19  E Musk welcomes 

pressure  

(7) 

21  Strange lunar 

eclipses visible at 

the edges become 

clearer (7) 

22  Looking hot after 

the bath didn t 

hurt  

(6)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21

22

23 24

25 26

27 28

I D I O S Y N C R A T I C
T L N T O E O A
H A L F C R O W N F I R S T
U T H R P U C
G R E G O R Y A N G U I S H
G M A R E M
E X P A T I A T E S P A M
R E E F I F R U
Y O R K O N L O O K E R S

E V R U S C
S A D D E S T B A R I S T A
O S I I T I T
F O R K S O N T H E N O S E
A E E R E E N L
R E C A L C I T R A N T S

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

YesterdayÊs Solution

P E R S P E C T I V E
100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman  
dated 10 December 1925

SHEHZAD POONAWALLA 
 

Delhi’s air pollution crisis 
did not emerge overnight. 
It is the cumulative result 
of years of policy inertia, 

piecemeal interventions, and a 
refusal to invest in long-term 
environmental governance by 
successive Delhi governments. The 
Rekha Gupta-led administration 
assumed office not merely in a 
p olluted city but in a deeply 
compromised policy ecosystem. 

What the Congress governments 
failed to build and what the AAP 
regime actively dismantled through 
neglect has now become the starting 
point for the current government. 
Yet, despite a short tenure, the state 
government has introduced a series 
of structural,  measurable and 
technology-driven reforms that are 
f inal ly  re orienting Delhi ’s 
environmental governance from 
symbolic activism to serious, systemic 
action. 

When the government took charge, 
it inherited not only toxic air but 
also a governance framework riddled 
with fragmentation. Under Congress 
and the AAP, environmental decisions 
were shaped more by press conferences 
than by policy outcomes. None of 
the essential building blocks of a 
pollution mitigation framework - 
enforcement capacity, inter-agency 
coordination, technological integration 
or urban infrastructure modernisation 
- were strengthened. 

The Congress era left Delhi with 
outdated monitoring systems, 
unmanaged landfills, inadequate 
public transport expansion and 
unregulated construction activity 
- each contributing heavily to 
particulate matter load. Instead of 
correcting this, the Kejriwal government 
added layers of mismanagement. 
Despite repeatedly promising to 
end pollution “in 24 hours,” it failed 
to upgrade dust control mechanisms, 
stalled solid waste biomining, 
neglected mechanical sweeping 
expansion and allowed landfill fires 
and stubble smoke to become 
seasonal features. Enforcement 
teams existed only on paper; agencies 
worked in silos and the city’s 
response to peak pollution events 
was reduced to ad-hoc announcements 
and unscientific populist measures 
like the Odd Even scheme! 

This legacy of neglect meant that 
the Gupta administration had to 
begin with institutional rebuilding 
- strengthening coordination, scaling 
enforcement, expanding infrastructure 
and restoring public trust. 

The current government’s strategy 
begins with enforcement - an area 
long abandoned by the previous 
regime. Today, 1812 enforcement 
teams operate across Delhi,  a 
significant ramp-up from last year. 
These teams conduct over 500 
inspections daily, targeting dust 
pollution, open waste burning, 
industrial emissions, and vehicular 
violations. Importantly, they operate 
within a  newly establ ishe d 
accountability mechanism: 11 
cross-functional district teams 
co-chaired by the District Magistrate, 
DCP and MCD Deputy Commissioner. 
This multi-agency structure, absent 
under previous governments, ensures 
real-time coordination, rapid response 
and shared responsibility. 

Furthermore, the DPCC’s dust 
portal is now used rigorously to 
monitor registered construction 
and demolition sites above 500 sq. 
meters, enabling digital oversight 
of C&D compliance - something 
previous governments could not 
operationalise. 

Dust contributes up to 30 per 
cent of Delhi’s PM10 load. While 
earlier governments relied almost 

entirely on manual sweeping, the 
Gupta administration has expanded 
mechanised and water-based dust 
suppression at an unprecedented 
scale. 

 91 Mechanical Road Sweeping 
Machines now sweep 3,000 km 
daily, removing 75 MT of dust 
every day. 

  273 Water Sprinklers cover 2000 
km daily. 

  386 Anti-Smog Guns, a dramatic 
rise from 239, cover 5000 km 
daily, using ultra-fine droplets 
to bind PM2.5 and PM10. 

 More than 1 lakh litres of treated 
water are deployed daily for dust 
suppression on major corridors. 
Beyond removal, the government 

is addressing dust at its source. 
Since January 2025, 18,768 potholes 
have been repaired, 2650 km of 
road shoulders paved and 1885 km 
of central verges greened. These 
measures reduce dust resuspension. 

 
Unregulated construction has 

been a perennial driver of pollution. 
Today: 

  500 Anti-Smog Guns which are 
mandatory at active construction 
sites 

  Installation of anti-smog guns 
is now mandatory on all high-rise 
commercial complexes, malls, 
hotels, office buildings, and G+5 
educational institutions. 

 Additionally, 300 mist spray 
systems have been installed along 
central verges, with over 2500 
more in the pipeline. 

 
This  regulator y expansion 

strengthens compliance, eliminates 
gaps, and ensures that construction 
emissions are controlled and 
monitored continuously - something 
missing earlier. 

Delhi’s EV policy, which earlier 
existed largely as an aspirational 
document, is finally translating 
into visible outcomes under the 
present administration. 

 The city now has 4.5 lakh registered 
electric vehicles. 

  The charging ecosystem includes 
3000 charging stations, 5000 
charging points, and 900 battery 
swapping stations, constituting 
India’s densest EV network. 

 Delhi’s bus fleet today includes 
3337 electric buses, supported 
by 1938 CNG buses. 

 1988 more electric buses are 
scheduled to be added by March 
2026, along with 510 additional 
e-buses by December 2026. 
For the first time, public mobility 

is being integrated into the clean 
air policy framework through 
measurable targets and predictable 
timelines. 

 Industrial  p ol lutants have 
reduced significantly due to firm 
enforcement. Today, all industries 
in Delhi operate only on PNG or 
a p p rove d  f u e l s ,  w i t h  t h e 
administration maintaining strict 
compliance audits. Meanwhile, 
956 Pollution Under Control (PUC) 
centres are functioning, all subject 
to mandatory half-yearly audits 
including third-party assessment 
to eliminate manipulation - another 
first. 

 
The Gupta administration has 

made transformational progress in 
key seasonal contributors: 

 30,000 MT per day of legacy 
waste is being bio-mined at all 
three landfills, reversing decades 
of accumulation. 

 Delhi witnessed zero landfill fires 
and zero stubble burning events 
in  2025,  an unpre ce dente d 
achievement  ro o te d in 
enforcement  and ground 
interventions. 
The government’s roadmap is 

not limited to traditional measures. 

Delhi is now conducting a pilot for 
artificial rain, in partnership with 
IIT Kanpur, to explore weather 
modification as a pollution mitigation 
tool during severe episodes. 

Additionally, staggered office 
hours during GRAP Stage 3 and 4 
are now part of a calibrated response 
system designed to reduce congestion 
when emissions peak. 

No government, however proactive, 
can solve air pollution without 
public participation. Citizens must 
adopt responsible behavioral practices 
- regular PUC checks, avoiding open 
burning, segregating waste, adopting 
public transport or carpooling and 
switching to cleaner appliances. 
Environmental sustainability is as 
much about societal habits as state 
capacity. 

The Gupta administration is in 
its early phase, yet its impact is 
visible across sectors. What earlier 
governments  dismisse d as 
“complicated” or “impractical” is 
now being executed at scale. But 
str uctural  transformation in 
environmental governance requires 
continuity. Air quality management 
is not a seasonal exercise; it is a 
multi-year challenge. 

Delhi’s air quality has shown 
marked improvement since the 
Gupta-led government took charge. 
The city’s average annual Air Quality 
Index (AQI) dropped from 169 in 
2024 to 139 in 2025 - the lowest 
value in at least five years. Not only 
do these numbers indicate cleaner 
air, but they also highlight a stable, 
year-on-year decline in pollution 
rather than a one-time fluctuation. 
Between January and November 
2025, Delhi’s average AQI was 187, 
lower than the corresponding periods 
in both 2024 and 2023. Average 
PM2.5 levels fell from 86  g/m³ in 
2024 to 74  g/m³ in 2025, while 
PM10 levels for the January-November 
window dropped from 205  g/m³ 
to 183  g/m³. These numbers 
indicate cleaner air at the microscopic 
level, directly reducing respiratory 
health risks. 

These improvements coincide 
with the administration’s active 

enforcement measures, expansion 
of anti-smog infrastructure, stricter 
monitoring systems, and rapid 
large-scale interventions. A dedicated 
high-powered panel under the Chief 
Minister has strengthened the 
coordination between agencies and 
ensured that pollution control efforts 
are not seasonal but sustained 
throughout the year. 

Some political voices have claimed 
that the Delhi government attempted 
to artificially reduce pollution 
readings by spraying water around 
air-quality monitoring stations. 
However, these allegations do not 
hold up to technical scrutiny and 
contradict how monitoring systems 
work. 

The monitoring stations that 
measure AQI do not record dust 
lying on the ground. They use highly 
sensitive laser-based sensors 
positioned at a height of around 
3-4 metres above ground level. 
These instruments measure suspended 
particulate matter and gases present 
in the air, not surface dust. 

Further, the data flow in these 
automatic monitoring systems is 
fully digital and cannot be altered 
manually. Sensors transmit data 
directly to central servers through 
secure systems. Operators at local 
stations have no physical access 
to the data software, meaning 
manipulation would not only be 
practically impossible but would 
also require breaching government 
infrastructure at multiple levels. 

Multiple agencies operate these 
monitoring stations, including the 
Central Pollution Control Board, 
the Delhi Pollution Control Committee, 
and meteorological authorities. 
Coordinated manipulation across 
all agencies would be impossible 
without leaving clear digital evidence. 
Additionally, periodic calibration, 
protective shutdowns to prevent 
damage during extreme pollution, 
and occasional power fluctuations 
explain short data gaps - none of 
which indicate monitoring fraud. 

Many long-term structural initiatives 
of the Central Government have 
been taken over the past 10-11. 

These interventions target the root 
causes of pollution - vehicular 
emissions,  congestion,  power 
generation and urban infrastructure 
gaps. 

The most  transformative 
interventions were the Eastern and 
Western Peripheral Expressways, 
which successfully diverted heavy 
commercial vehicles away from 
Delhi. These bypass corridors 
dramatically reduced traffic congestion 
and cut emissions inside the city. 
Similar impact has been seen from 
new flyovers and elevated corridors 
that improve traffic fluidity, reducing 
the hours that vehicles spend idling 
on clogged intersections. 

The Centre has also promoted 
large-scale adoption of electric 
mobility. Delhi today has one of 
the highest numbers of electric 
buses and charging stations in 
India, supported by Central incentives 
and clean-fuel policies. This transition 
has helped replace old diesel buses 
with cleaner variants,  cutting 
emissions sharply. 

Metro expansion has been another 
cornerstone. With new corridors 
under the DMRC framework, the 
Delhi Metro is now one of the most 
expansive mass-transit systems in 
the world. It has shortened travel 
time, reduced fuel use,  eased 
congestion, and significantly lowered 
traffic-based emissions. The upcoming 
Regional Rapid Transit System 
(RRTS) between Delhi and Meerut 
continues this direction by offering 
a high-speed electric alternative to 
road travel. 

Fuel transition has also played a 
vital role. India jumped from BS-IV 
to BS-VI standards in 2020 - a move 
that drastically lowered sulfur and 
particulate emissions, especially 
from commercial vehicles. 

To expect changes overnight 
would be unreasonable but the 
Gupta government has clearly 
shown it has a roadmap and intends 
to deliver results in the coming few 
seasons. 

 
 

(The writer is National Spokesperson, BJP.)
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A
technical report by the Directorate of Fire
and Emergency Services in Panaji has
laid bare the reasons for the devastating

blaze at the Birch by Romeo Lane nightclub in Ar-
pora, north Goa that claimed 25 lives. The night-
club had been operating without a valid �re de-
partment No-Objection Certi�cate (NOC). The
local panchayat had issued a demolition notice
for the unlicensed structure but this was not en-
forced. The building itself lacked essential safety
infrastructure, and its wooden panels and decor
and poorly ventilated basement led to the �re
spreading quickly and the victims being claimed
by toxic smoke and oxygen deprivation. The un-
fortunate pattern of the deadly blaze in Goa high-
lights the fact that such tragedies are not excep-
tional in India. There is one theme in tragedies
such as the �recracker factory explosions in Vi-
rudhunagar, Tamil Nadu, �res in hazardous old
buildings in Kolkata, the �ames consuming a
sleeper bus in Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh, and
hospital �res across the country — the inadequa-
cy of regulatory enforcement. Fire safety remains
a low priority for regulators and administrators
despite recurring catastrophes pointing to the
same faults. The issue is not one of a de�cit of
laws but their lax implementation or even delib-
erate circumvention without fear of consequenc-
es. Building codes, �re safety norms and licens-
ing requirements exist on paper, with
corruption, political in�uence, bureaucratic iner-
tia and, sometimes, even incompetence, creating
an ecosystem where violations are routine and
enforcement is the exception. With such an ena-
bling environment, establishments such as the
one in Arpora prioritise pro�ts over safety. In the
case of Goa, a major tourist hub, there is the ad-
ded problem of proliferation of night clubs, many
of them illegal. The operation of these clubs with-
out licenses cannot be possible without political
patronage. In Arpora’s case, a magisterial inquiry
has been ordered by the Chief Minister. 

The recurrence of �re accidents must catalyse
systemic change in India. Directly related to �re
safety, some reforms are key. First, �re safety au-
dits for establishments must be conducted pe-
riodically and the �ndings must be published on
an e-governance portal that tracks compliance
and �xes accountability. Second, community in-
itiatives about �re safety and hazards should be
mandated, and led by local governance institu-
tions. These institutions can also be empowered
to incentivise building owners to �t their esta-
blishments with �re exits and �re-resistant mate-
rials. Third, sta� at high-risk establishments must
receive safety and crowd management training.
In sum, a fundamental shift in governance cul-
ture that prioritises citizen safety and holds the
regulatory apparatus accountable is a must.

Wanton negligence
Regulatory failure was a contributory

factor in the Goa blaze 

V
ande Mataram, the salutation of India
imagined as mother, inspired generations
of nation-builders who brought together

diverse sections of society to �ght for freedom
from British colonialism. Written by Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay and published with his
novel Anandamath in the early 1880s, this year
marks the 150th anniversary of the song. Leaders
of the Indian National Congress (INC), which was
leading the national movement, decided in 1937
to use the �rst two stanzas at its gatherings, and
the Constitution of the modern Republic of India
accorded it the status of the national song. It is
only �tting that the country remembers the story
of the song, its spirit, and its purpose in nation-
building. Unfortunately, the parliamentary dis-
cussion to commemorate the anniversary of the
song turned into a partisan diatribe in which old
wounds were reopened and dormant grievances
reframed. The BJP, led by the Prime Minister in
the Lok Sabha and Home Minister Amit Shah in
the Rajya Sabha, sought to drive home the point
that the INC’s decision to use only the �rst two
stanzas sowed the seeds of the Partition, as the
Muslim League gathered support for a separate
state of Pakistan. The Opposition, led by Con-
gress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra in the Lok Sabha
and INC party president Mallikarjun Kharge in
the Rajya Sabha, explained the historical circum-
stances of the role of the song and questioned the
need for any debate at all on Vande Mataram. Ms.
Vadra said Parliament should be focusing on is-
sues of the present that concern everyday lives
rather than discussing the past.

The past is important for the present of a na-
tional community, but it is important to draw the
right lessons from history to avoid repeating mis-
takes. The national movement built unity among
various religious and linguistic communities and
sects by expanding the political space that they
all could share. In fact, the story of Vande Mata-

ram holds the path of accommodation and mu-
tual respect that unite faiths and communities.
Leaders of the national movement thought it was
wise to �nd common ground rather than impose
any faith. Millions of Muslims joined the chant of
Vande Mataram across the country, as they
marched alongside Hindus. While the uni�cation
project was successful to a great extent, Partition
marked the fragile nature of that unity and
�agged a concern for the future, that the promo-
tion of any identity other than a secular, constitu-
tional Indian commonness can be dangerous at
any time. Inverting that history of harmony into a
cause of �ssure serves no purpose. India must
uphold unity and harmony with a rejuvenated
national purpose. That indeed is the greatest sal-
utation to Mother India. 

Note of harmony
India must uphold social cohesion with

a rejuvenated national purpose

A
60-year-old recalls eating leftovers as a
child, in the absence of his birth family,
and, even today, is passively engaged
with life. A survivor of childhood abuse

says that she now views her problems as ‘thoosi

(dust’), but only after being homeless and battling
insurmountable trauma. Then there is a
recollection by someone of stark abuse while
under psychiatric care, who was chained and
forced to drink water from a washroom because
they were deemed ‘unmanageable’.

These stories embody su�ering in ways that
numerical data fail to capture. These are stories
that spotlight how di�erent people are impacted
and respond di�erently to distress and care,
based on their contexts and beliefs. A lack of
commitment to unpack these narratives risks
shrinking the immersive exploration that is
warranted. It may touch the surface of healing
and venture a little beyond but will ultimately
relegate the discourse that spotlights barriers,
attitudes, social distances, and inadequate care
systems to the margins.

Yet, dominant approaches to psychosocial
disability continue to view these experiences
through a de�cits lens, as they are focused on
‘integration’ into communities that hold
stereotypical understandings of productive living,
a reductionist imagination of ‘the normal’, and a
social order that goes unquestioned. The gaps in
mental health-care access continue to range from
70%-90% globally. While third generation
medications promise fewer side-e�ects and
evidence-based therapies proliferate, the
fundamental questions remain.

The gaps
We argue that mental health care must be
radically reimagined as the primary pursuit of
dignity and disability justice that centres equity,
inclusion, and diversity, highlighting complexities
with all their nuances; as the practice of staying
with people and persisting alongside them
through su�ering, whether that su�ering is
relational, material, or structural in nature. Care
in this lens is a process of individual-level
meaning-making, responding to adverse life
events, relational disruptions and existential
queries, while ful�lling needs for safety,
relationships, everyday wins, and
problem-solving. It is also a tussle between one’s
context and one’s chosen path, complicating the
narrative and the care plan.

To untangle the knots between mental health
and the social context we must start with asking
what kind of world creates such su�ering, and
how can one standardise essential protocols
while achieving personalisation at scale.

Sustained material and relational deprivation,

both as a cause and an outcome of mental ill
health, often go unaddressed, resulting in a range
of losses. An example is found in the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data on suicides,
which while reducing causes to monotonic
categories as reported by police, shows that a
third of suicides in India are due to family
problems and another tenth due to relational
ruptures. Feelings of shame, rejection, alienation
and abandonment that underlie distress are
rarely spoken about, limiting both the language
and expression of psychic pain. Solutions often
attempt to �x patterns (labelled ‘maladaptive’),
placing the onus for broken relationships, social
withdrawal and loss of vitality squarely on the
person.

Multiple explanations for distress may persist
concurrently, ranging from biological
(neurotransmitter alterations, in�ammatory
markers), psychological (learned patterns,
cognitive frameworks), social (isolation,
economic precarity, discrimination), cultural
(loss of traditional meaning systems), political
(oppressive structures, dismantled safety nets),
and historical (intergenerational trauma, colonial
legacies). These explanations do not exist in
isolation. They are overlapping and intersect with
caste, class, gender and queer identities in ways
that shape both the experience of su�ering and
access to care. Rather than viewing these as
competing frameworks, comprehensive care
requires attention to diverse explanations and
approaches simultaneously.

On care practice
People experiencing emotional and social crises
or intense alienation require the space to grapple
with these existential uncertainties. In contrast,
dominant notions that locate these within
biological or social determinants frameworks
obscure these meaning-making dimensions of
mental well-being. As much as living in extreme
housing precarity may limit opportunities to
pursue what is personally meaningful, having a
stable house or income alone cannot diminish
feelings of disconnection from self and the world. 

While privileging tangible interventions such
as medication, housing or cash transfers and grit
and resilience building (which is not exclusively
individual dependent) must assume greater
importance, equally, care planning must
highlight the need for relational work that
engages with questions around vulnerabilities
and invulnerabilities, purpose and existential
incoherence, located in social-ecological
contexts. In these ideas lie the foundations of
disability justice, that embodies the spirit of
liberation and wholeness, and not mere
integration into an unequal world.

What if we thought critically, practised with
solidarity, and pursued more longitudinal work
that is real-world sensitive? Care would then be
re-centred as the practice of relational justice and
examine concerns that sustain distress and
approaches that su�use hope in complex
scenarios. This could range from medications and
economic security, to �nding hope in spiritual
practice, one’s goals and community connection.
The focus shifts from treatment to ‘what does this
person need to live the life they want?’,
recognising that there are variegated and yet valid
ways of understanding and responding to
distress.

A secondary yet important gain might address
the one issue that a�ects all mental health work —
engagement with a service and continuity of care.
Many people who access a service are
disillusioned and lose faith and trust for
innumerable reasons. This disengagement could
often result in a downward spiral into states of
despair, loneliness and homelessness. Building
trust involves honest collaborations, dialogic
practice and acceptance of non-linear outcomes.

Justice beyond fair distribution of resources or
services, as espoused by Sandel, becomes
central; as a process of recognising what we owe
to one another and the moral threads holding our
relationships and society. In mental health care,
this means asking whether our systems centre
dignity and account for the injustices that
precipitated su�ering, and, importantly, whether
care can even be conceived without addressing
the contexts that created harm in the �rst place.

Transforming care, education and research
Mental health education may need to prepare
people to sit with discomfort and uncertainty,
navigate the complexity of a person’s social
world, celebrate small wins, and remain open to
diverse approaches. Research priorities require
reorientation toward capturing the granular
aspects of care rather than only large-scale,
generalisable �ndings. These actions require
examining micro-level processes through
implementation science and transdisciplinary
methods that link practice and theory, enabling
continuous learning about what works, for
whom, and how.

Most critically, those currently designated as
non-specialists and those who bring lived
experience need to be recognised and
compensated as practitioners who bring
community wisdom and contextual
understanding that formal training cannot
replicate, and receiving preparation and
resources that enable them to engage with the
same systemic support a�orded to those with
professional credentials.

Care as disability justice, dignity in mental health

Vandana
Gopikumar
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Mental health
care must be
radically
reimagined as
the primary
pursuit of
dignity and
disability justice
that gives
importance to
equity,
inclusion 
and diversity
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T
imed between Human Rights Day
(December 10) and Universal Health
Coverage Day (December 12), a signi�cant

national gathering on public health is being
convened in New Delhi. The National Convention
on Health Rights (December 11-12, 2025), will o�er
a unique platform for around 400 health
professionals, community leaders and health
activists to address India’s major health
challenges, while charting an agenda on the right
to health. Organised by Jan Swasthya Abhiyan
(People’s Health Movement – India) which
comprises diverse networks and civil society
organisations from over 20 States, the convention
will draw lessons from the COVID-19 crisis, while
strengthening right to health initiatives and
presenting alternatives to the commercialisation
of health care.

Challenging privatisation
A major issue is the push for privatisation of
public health services. Expansion of
public–private partnerships is leading to medical
colleges and health facilities being handed over to
private players across India. This threatens to
dismantle already weakened public services,
while making health care una�ordable for crores
of Indians who rely on public health-care
provisioning. Leaders from movements against
privatisation in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Mumbai, Madhya Pradesh and tribal districts of
Gujarat will share insights and strategies, while
critiquing the impacts of privatisation on health
systems.

Commercial private health care in India has
rapidly expanded, fuelled by domestic and
foreign investments and pro-corporate policies.
But this boom has not been matched by
necessary regulation. Much after the Clinical
Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act
was enacted in 2010, its implementation remains
nominal. The consequences for patients include
frequent overcharging and unnecessary medical
procedures such as caesarean sections, opaque

pricing and violations of patient rights. The
convention will advocate for e�ective
implementation of regulatory frameworks
including rate standardisation, transparent
pricing, mandatory observance of the Charter of
Patient’s Rights, and accessible grievance redress
systems.

India has among the lowest �nancial
allocations for public health globally, with just 2%
of the Union Budget allocated for health services,
and annual per capita public spending at only
$25. Out-of-pocket expenses remain high, despite
disproportionate attention to
government-supported health insurance
schemes. At the convention, participants will
examine the gap between claims and ground
realities of these schemes and explore alternative
�nancing frameworks centred on enhanced
government spending, reduced out-of-pocket
costs, and equitable access.

Justice for health workers
The COVID-19 pandemic underscored the
indispensable roles of frontline doctors, nurses,
paramedics and support sta�. Yet, many still face
low wages, insecure employment, and
inadequate social security and working
conditions. During this convention, health
worker associations will highlight the need for
justice to health workers and resilient health
systems.

Medicines constitute up to half of a
household’s medical spending, yet more than
80% of medicines in India remain outside price
control. Irrational drug combinations, unethical
marketing and high retail markups persist. The
convention’s session on access to medicines will
examine regulatory gaps, pricing barriers,
proposed removal of GST on medicines, and
expanding public sector production of essential
medicines.

The convention is to advocate for public health
systems that are capable of delivering universal,
quality services. With over 80 crore people in

India dependent on public provisioning, strong
public health services remain essential.
Participants will highlight community-led models
and successful state-level initiatives for
revitalising public systems, with decentralised
planning and community engagement. The vision
is to a�rm health care as a fundamental right
anchored in robust, responsive public systems.

Eliminating discrimination
Entrenched social hierarchies continue to
in�uence access to health care. A special session
on gender and social justice will foreground the
experiences of Dalits, Adivasis, Muslims, LGBTQ+
persons, and persons with disabilities and others
towards embedding inclusion and
non-discrimination in health systems. The
convention also links health to broader
determinants, with a session covering food
security, environmental pollution and climate
change, which would explore intersectoral
strategies for health.

The convention has been timed during the
winter session of Parliament, and dialogue will be
held between delegates and Members of
Parliament to highlight pressing health policy
issues.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of Jan
Swasthya Abhiyan ( JSA). During this time, the JSA
has worked across over 20 States with women’s
organisations, science groups, rural movements,
patient groups and civil society networks to
advance diverse health rights and pro-people
policies. The convention will celebrate this
legacy, renewing long-standing alliances, and
strategising for the future. The National
Convention on Health Rights is a call to action for
everyone in India who believes that health must
be a basic human right. Lessons from past
campaigns will meet the energies of the present,
shaping a popular narrative and demands for
policies to ensure the right to health for all in the
decade ahead. The overarching message remains
clear: health care for people, not for pro�ts.

Charting an agenda on the right to health

Dr. Abhay Shukla 
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Debate in Parliament

No one has the least doubt
about the pre-eminence of
Vande Mataram as the
national song. But creating
unwanted controversy in its
150th year is out of line
(Front page, December 9).
We are missing the music
by tuning to unwanted
noise.
It is disconcerting that the
government of the day is
focusing on optics while
ignoring fundamental issues

The debate served neither
national interest nor could
it evoke a feeling of
patriotism. Such
unproductive and divisive
talk is only a distraction. Let
us not harp on issues which
do not have any bearing on
present-day India.

V. Subramanian,
Chennai

rightly pointed out by the
Opposition, there are a
number of bread and butter
issues that should be
discussed in Parliament.
One concurs with the
Opposition that the
NDA/BJP is indulging in
diversionary politics.
Religion alone cannot solve
or resolve problems faced
by the common people who
outnumber the rich in India.
Govardhana Myneedu,
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

political agendas.
Christene Grace Thomson,
Bengaluru

Yes, Vande Mataram is 150
years old and it is fine that
we are celebrating its 150th
anniversary on a grand
scale. There ends the
matter. 
The Bharatiya Janata
Party/National Democratic
Alliance should not forget
the fact that it has crossed
over a decade in power. As

records show that our
leaders of the past
consciously balanced
national unity with cultural
sensitivity. Recasting those
decisions as “appeasement”
ignores the realities of the
time and risks polarising
society today. Historical
symbols should unite, not
divide. 
Respecting history requires
nuance and honesty, not
selective narratives that are
shaped by contemporary

that are crying for attention.
The ruling dispensation
seems to have the sole
intent of amassing
dividends in elections and is
doing a disservice to the
pride of place that the
national song has in the
country’s psyche.
Ayyasseri Raveendranath,

Aranmula, Kerala

The parliamentary debate
so far reflects a selective
reading of history, as

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
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New Delhi, Dec. 9: The Superbazar here, which
is a premier consumer co-operative institution,
will be developed further into an institution of
national stature so that it can extend its services
to cover a larger number of consumers,
particularly the low and middle income groups,
salaried workers and other vulnerable sections
of the society.

The Central Government intends to make it a
model for other Supermarkets. The Ministry of
Civil Supplies is convinced that the Superbazar
has a healthy in�uence on the market, and that
it has been rendering service to the community
by selling unadulterated quality goods at fair
prices, besides eschewing malpractices like
underweighment and tax evasion.

The Ministry, therefore, wants to strengthen
the Superbazar and already additional �nancial
assistance of Rs. 60 lakhs has been provided in
the Fifth Plan outlay for its various development
schemes which include the opening of a large
department store, establishment of ten
mini-branches, introduction of mobile van
shops, setting up of consumer industries, and
acquisition of business and technical
equipment. 

At the same time, the Ministry is also
�nalising comprehensive legislation for
multi-State co-operative societies in the light of
the recommendations made by an expert
committee. The Union Cabinet has approved the
proposal in principle and desired that the
necessary draft Bill may be prepared and the
State Governments also consulted. This process
has practically been completed.

FIFTY YEARS AGO DECEMBER 10, 1975

Delhi superbazar as model
institution 

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

London, Dec. 9: The Morning Post states that
owing to the failure of Indian tea crop which is
expected to be some twenty million pounds less
than the last year, the prices of grades of tea at
present being detailed at 18d and 20d per
pound, will be raised to 2 sh in next few weeks. 

The Daily Express understands that there is
no ground for the report of the coming rise in
the price of tea and says that although Northern
India crop is eighteen million pounds, below last
year’s, stocks at end of October were 181 3/4
million pounds compared with 145 3/4 million
pounds of same period last year.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMBER 10, 1925

Indian tea

O
n April 12, 1950, while
introducing the
Representation of the
People Bill in

Parliament, the Minister of Law,
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, emphasised
that the preparation of an
electoral roll is “a condition
precedent for election”. The
statutory framework in India,
therefore, provides for periodic
and special revisions to ensure
accuracy of the electoral roll.

Nevertheless, there have been
concerns about the decision of the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) to revise the electoral rolls in
some States by carrying out a
Special Intensive Revision (SIR).
The question that arises is
whether the ECI’s endeavour is
ultimately directed at reinforcing
or undermining public trust in the
democratic process.

Restoring the foundation
There are two modes of updating
rolls: intensive revisions, which
rebuild the list from scratch, and
summary revisions, which make
incremental corrections. The last
major intensive revision took place
between 2002 to 2003. In recent
decades, the ECI has relied on
special summary revisions, under
which claims and objections are
invited on a draft roll. In the
meantime, rapid migration,
expanding urban centres, and
high residential mobility have left
electoral rolls riddled with
duplicates, outdated entries and
inaccuracies. Therefore, SIR 2025
was the need of the hour.

The implementation of SIR in
Bihar in June 2025 resulted in the
�ling of several petitions before
the Supreme Court labelling the
revision exercise unconstitutional
and illegal. The challenge
proceeds on the basis that
insistence on fresh enumeration
and documents from existing
registered electors is contrary to
the constitutional right of
universal adult franchise and will
result in mass deletion of voters
from the rolls. Notably, however,
the authority to undertake such an
exercise �ows directly from the

constitutional scheme itself, which
vests the superintendence,
direction, and control over the
preparation of electoral rolls in the
ECI. At the heart of this exercise
lies the ECI’s endeavour to ensure
that only eligible citizens vote, as
envisaged under Article 326 of the
Constitution. The revision and
veri�cation of electoral rolls is a
routine and necessary process.
Such corrections do not, by
themselves, imply
disenfranchisement or targeting.
Countries such as Germany and
Canada rely on civil registries or
information sharing between
di�erent government agencies to
update voter rolls; India does not
have such a mechanism. The ECI
must therefore independently
verify eligibility.

The criticism levelled at SIR
2025 ignores the inherent
di�culties in screening
citizenship, which is the
fundamental basis for eligibility to
vote. These di�culties in
ascertaining eligibility were,
however, anticipated by the Indian
legislature, which conferred
power on the ECI to carry out a
special revision in such manner as
it may think �t. SIR 2025 is being
carried out pursuant to the
constitutional mandate and to
ensure that no eligible citizen is
excluded from the roll, while
simultaneously excluding
ineligible persons.

The detailed guidelines for SIR
2025 issued by the ECI contain
administrative innovations,
technological improvements, and
e�orts at transparency and
participation. Under the present
framework of SIR, the ECI has
undertaken door-to-door physical
veri�cation of each elector. The
onus of proving citizenship
continues to lie on the applicant.
However, the list of acceptable
documentary proof is expanded to
11 items, from merely four in 2003,
resulting in a more liberal and
elector-friendly framework. At the
suggestion of the Supreme Court,
the ECI also agreed to accept
Aadhaar cards as proof of identity.
Further, booth-level o�cers

actively assisted electors in tracing
their eligibility and obtaining
prescribed eligibility documents.

The SIR process marks a
notable shift towards
technological accessibility. For the
�rst time, all supporting
documents are digitised. Further,
enumeration forms are being
made available through online
platforms. After the publication of
the draft roll, any person who has
any claim or objections has the
option to �le the same using the
online platform.

The ECI did not restrict
capacity-building to its own
machinery but also trained
booth-level agents of recognised
political parties. The SIR
guidelines also contain provisions
for engagement with parties and
sharing of electoral rolls.

What the numbers show
Over 7.5 crore entries were
subjected to veri�cation during
SIR in Bihar. The total number of
electors removed from the draft
list was 65 lakh. In addition to the
1,60,813 BLAs of political parties,
the Supreme Court also deputed
volunteers from the State Legal
Services Authority to assist in the
submission of
claims/objections/corrections
online. Nevertheless, only
2,53,524 claims and objections
were received in total after
publication of the draft roll. Of
these, only 36,500 were claims for
inclusion (0.56% when compared
to the total number of deletions
during the revision). Not a single
appeal was �led against any
deletion. These �gures indicate
that the SIR exercise was, more or
less, grounded in careful and
accountable scrutiny.

By embracing SIR, the ECI has
demonstrated that its
constitutional duties will not be
subordinated to convenience or
political pressures. Instead, they
are being pursued with clarity,
courage, and accountability. A
democracy strengthens itself not
by avoiding di�cult tasks, but by
undertaking them when it matters
most. SIR 2025 is one such e�ort.

A deep cleaning of India’s electoral rolls
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The revision and
veri�cation of
electoral rolls is a
routine and
necessary process.
Such corrections
do not, by
themselves, imply
disenfranchisement
or targeting
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STATE OF PLAY

K
arnataka Home Mi-
nister G. Paramesh-
wara’s announce-

ment that the Special Action
Force (SAF) would be de-
ployed in Mandya district has
brought renewed attention to
threats to religious harmony.
The SAF is already deployed in
the communally volatile coas-
tal districts of Dakshina Kan-
nada and Udupi, besides
Shivamogga.

Formed by restructuring
the Anti Naxal Force, the 280-
member SAF is tasked with
maintaining communal peace
by cracking down on those fo-
menting religious hatred;
gathering intelligence on com-
munally provocative speech-
es; and monitoring social me-
dia for content that has
potential to vitiate the at-
mosphere. Headed by an o�c-
er of the rank of Deputy In-
spector General of Police, the
SAF does not have the author-
ity to investigate cases. It only
identi�es potential o�ences
and alerts the jurisdictional
police to take appropriate ac-
tion. The Home Minister said
he was satis�ed with the SAF’s
performance, noting that
since its launch in June 2025,
the coastal districts had not
seen any communal �are-ups.

His decision to deploy the
SAF in Mandya comes on the
back of a spate of recent com-
munal incidents in the dis-
trict. Dominated by the largely
agrarian and land-owning
Vokkaligas, Mandya has his-
torically remained insulated
from communal politics. In
the 1970s and 1980s, the youth
of Mandya gravitated towards
progressive movements such
as the Karnataka Rajya Raitha
Sangha and the Dalit Sanghar-

sha Samithi, and embraced
poet laureate Kuvempu’s phi-
losophy of a ‘Vishwa Manava’
(universal human being).

But in recent years, commu-
nal tensions have repeatedly
surfaced. The annual Hanuma
Jayanti procession in Sriranga-
patna, the erstwhile seat of
power during Tipu Sultan’s
reign, often sparks communal
tension when the Hindu Jagran
Vedike march passes by the
18th century Jamia Masjid and
its activists make a vain bid to
enter the forti�ed mosque. In
January 2024, there was a row
in Keregodu over replacing a
sa�ron �ag with the Indian tri-
colour on a �agpole. In Sep-
tember that year in Nagaman-
gala, there was stone throwing
during the Ganesha immer-
sion procession, which escalat-
ed into clashes; the same hap-
pened in Maddur this
September. These episodes, in
addition to the heckling of a hi-
jab-clad girl by a group of boys
waving sa�ron shawls in a col-
lege in 2022, signal a worrying
communal drift.

Political analysts have ob-
served that the rise in instanc-
es of religious intolerance in
Mandya has coincided with
the BJP’s electoral alliance
with the JD(S) — a party tradi-
tionally backed by Vokkaligas
and a key competitor to the
ruling Congress in the region.

The Congress secured six
out of seven Assembly seats in
Mandya district in the 2023
polls, including the Melukote

seat, where it supported Dar-
shan Puttannaiah of the Sar-
vodaya Karnataka Paksha par-
ty. However, it lost the Mandya
Lok Sabha seat to JD(S) leader
H.D. Kumaraswamy in the
2024 elections. It now blames
JD(S) cadres’ support for BJP’s
Hindutva politics for deepen-
ing religious polarisation.

For decades, the Congress
and the JD(S) were directly in
contest in the Old Mysore re-
gion, while the BJP struggled
to gain a foothold. But the al-
liance between the H.D. Deve
Gowda-led party with the BJP
appears to have signi�cantly
altered the dynamics on the
ground. The JD(S) cadre, who
had previously competed with
the Congress for Muslim votes
to maintain a fragile commu-
nal balance, now �nd them-
selves aligned with the BJP
and its a�liates. The shift was
evident during the padayatra
taken out to protest against
the Keregodu �ag controversy
when even Mr. Kumaraswamy
sported a sa�ron shawl. It was
also seen during demonstra-
tions against the stone pelting
on Ganesha idols in Maddur.

The public response to the
call for protest against the re-
cent stone pelting incident in
Maddur was striking. Even
though the local police had
acted swiftly by arresting
more than 20 people belong-
ing to the Muslim community,
the demonstrations remained
massive. JD(S) leaders �anked
BJP �rebrands at demonstra-
tions in Maddur.

While the Congress grap-
ples with the challenges of
communalisation and the BJP-
JD(S) combine, it hopes that
the SAF will help restore sta-
bility. While the BJP, which
gained votes between 2018
and 2023, is strengthened by
its JD(S) alliance in the Vokkali-
ga heartland, the long-term fu-
ture of the JD(S) remains un-
certain.

Grappling with the politics of division
There is renewed focus on the threat to religious harmony in Mandya
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S
tarting this month, IndiGo’s
operations unravelled as
thousands of �ights were

cancelled. The primary trigger
was the airline’s failure to prepare
for the new pilot rest and duty
norms (Phase II), which came into
full e�ect on November 1, 2025.
These stricter mandates — speci�-
cally raising the weekly rest period
of pilots from 36 to 48 hours and
capping night landings — e�ective-
ly shrank the available pool of pilot
hours. The company informed of-
�cials that “misjudgement and
planning gaps” led to the �asco. 

IndiGo is managing the current
crisis by contracting its daily oper-
ations from 2,300 to approximate-
ly 1,800–1,900 �ights. This creates
a distinct ‘lose-lose’ scenario: the
airline limits its output, and pas-
sengers face reduced connectivity.
The impact is magni�ed by Indi-
Go’s sheer dominance; its market
share — measured in Revenue Pas-
senger Kilometers — has climbed
from under 40% in 2015-16 to over
60% in 2024-25 (Chart 1). Its near-
est competitor, Air India, trails sig-
ni�cantly at roughly 14%. With riv-
als grappling with their own
aircraft shortages and scale limita-
tions, the broader industry is ill-
equipped to bridge the supply gap
left by the market leader.

Could IndiGo have averted this
�asco by aligning its hiring strategy
with the impending regulatory
shifts? According to a recent report
by Mint, the airline intends to on-
board over 900 pilots by next De-
cember, with an initial intake of
about 160 by February. Could this
have been done before? 

To understand the crisis, con-
sider IndiGo’s massive operational
expansion. Chart 2 plots IndiGo’s
share in total industry pilots versus
total �ying hours. In 2019-20, Indi-

Go had 44.6% of all pilots and con-
tributed to 42.1% of total �ight
hours. By 2023-24, its pilot share
dipped to 43.6% while �ight hours
surged to 50.9%. While this does
not strictly prove that pilots are
‘overworked’, it hints at a diver-
gence of operations scaling up sig-
ni�cantly, but the pilot workforce
not keeping pace. 

Capt. A. Ranganathan, a former
airline instructor pilot and aviation
safety adviser, con�rms this. “Indi-
Go knew very well that they
should have hired more pilots by
November 1 this year. Despite not
doing that, they applied for appro-
val for the winter schedule this
year. They actually increased the
number of �ights, which was ap-
proved by the DGCA.” 

Would hiring more pilots erode
the bottom line of IndiGo, the only
consistently pro�table Indian car-
rier? To answer this, we analysed
pilot expenditures. In 2023-24, In-
diGo spent ₹31,217 million on
5,038 pilots, averaging ₹6.2 million
per pilot annually (Chart 3A). This
�gure is slightly lower than Air In-
dia’s, yet higher than SpiceJet’s
(Chart 3B). With plans to onboard
900 new pilots by next year, a
back-of-the-envelope calculation
projects an additional annual cost
of roughly ₹5,500 million. 

This additional ₹5,500 million
outlay constitutes merely 6–8% of
IndiGo’s Pro�t After Tax, which
stood at ₹81.6 billion in 2023-24
and ₹72.5 billion in 2024-25 (Chart
4). Even if we assume these hires
are strictly for compliance rather
than expansion, the trade-o� is
stark: the airline had to forego less
than 8% of its surplus to insulate it-
self from this �asco. It remains to
be seen if the actual losses from
the current crisis will outweigh
this expense.

According to Capt. Ranganath-
an, IndiGo will in fact struggle to
complete these additional hires.
He noted that the airline delayed
promoting many Senior First O�c-
ers to Captains, prompting an exo-
dus of pilots. He also highlighted
that allowances have been cut. 

Could IndiGo have hired more pilots to prevent the crisis? 
Even adding 900 more pilots would have cost IndiGo just a fraction of the airline's annual pro�ts
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