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The reality check

India has responded with restraint to Trump’s nasty remarks,
but some give and take on the trade deal is the only way out

ONALD TRUMP DOMINATED the 2024 presidential race with
a master plan of political incorrectness, using the art of the
insulttobrand political opponents and bash the media all the
way to the White House. He has kept that tradition going even
after becoming president for the second time. But even by his own
abysmally poor standards of publicbehaviour,it was shocking to hear his
rantabout India onWednesday and Thursday. No one expects any head of
state to talk so disparagingly about any other nation,especiallyabout the
world’slargest democracy.“Obnoxious”,“dead economy”, etc.are nothing
but gutter-level politics. Trump’s poor behaviour becomes even more evi-
dent from the restrained way in which India has responded—no name-
calling,onlyafirm assertion that the government will make sure national
interests are protected. Preserving self-interest demands tactful diplo-
macy—something in which Trump needs a crash course.

It is no doubt upsetting that India has been slapped with a 25% tariff
plusapenaltywhen manyother countries have managed with farless.The
point tonote,however,is thatall these countries havealsoyielded to some
of the US’s demands.Without retaliating, India must dowhat it takes and
revisit its stand on some issues to get the tariff down. The fact is that the
impact of the tariff bombshell could be punishing. If implemented, the
2500 tariff, taken togetherwith the existing sector-specific tariffs on prod-
uctslike aluminium,steel,and automobiles,would push up the total effec-
tive US tariffs on Indian imports to around 26.6%, excluding the impact
of the unspecified penalty. Economists estimate the higher tariff alone will
shave off 20-30 basis points (bps) from India’s GDP. Worryingly, labour-
intensive sectors such as gems and jewellery and textiles are likely to be
badlyhitatatimewhen businessisn’t exactly brisk. Moreover, sectors such
as pharmaceuticals,semiconductors,and electronics where investigations
are on—under Section 232—are currently exempt from tariffs but these
could be reviewed; a 200% duty on pharmaceutical imports has been
talked about. Several drug companies earn about a third of their revenues
from the US market and would struggle with a 25% tariff.

There is also the indirect effect of the elevated tariffs and the accom-
panying uncertainty. Companies that have a business exposure to the US,
forinstance,arelikely to postpone investment decisions. Goldman Sachs
estimates that every 5 percentage point increase in US tariff rates could
cause an 80-bps incremental hit to MSCI India earnings per share from
directand indirect channels. Of course,it won’t be easy for India to resolve
the sticking points, especially throwing open the agriculture and dairy
sectorsand allowing imports of genetically-modified soyabean and corn.
But some give and take is the onlyway out at this point.Afterall,the USis
India’s largest export destination, accounting for about 18% of total
exports.Foranumber of sectors, exports to the USaccount for 30-40% of
global exports of that product category. Slower exports and costlier
imports could push up the current account deficit from the estimated
1% of GDPfor FY26 byabout 10-15 bps, though that’s nota big concern.
Theimmediate casualtyhas been the rupee,which slipped toarecord low
of 87.60 on Thursday.While there are pros and cons of aweaker currency,
this is no time for please-all policies.

Meta pivots on Al under
cover of superb quarter

ONWEDNESDAY, MARK Zuckerberg addressed every constituency that mattered.
In a video posted to Reels,and in a 616-word written manifesto, he first talked
directly to his users about his desire to build a new “personal superintelligence”
thatwill help people ratherthan take theirjobs: “Thisis distinct from othersin the
industry who believe superintelligence should be directed centrally towards
automatingall valuable work,and then humanitywill live on a dole of its output.”

Then he spoke to his new Al superintelligence team, and those who might be
interested in joining it, by stressing Meta Platforms Inc’s strengths in the Al race:

We have the resources and the expertise to build the massive infrastructure
required, and the capability and will to deliver new technology to billions of peo-
ple across our products.

And later, after the closing bell, he gave investors everything they wanted to
hearand more.Revenuerose 22% in the second quarter compared with the period
ayear earlier, and profit was up 36%—both ahead of analysts’ estimates. For the
current quarter, Meta forecast revenue of as much as $50.5 billion,again ahead of
estimates. Astoundingly, the company is still expanding its user base, up 6.4%
fromthe quarterayearearlier: 3.48 billion people now use Meta-owned apps daily.
Shares jumped as much as 12% in after-hours trading.

Aswith previous quarters, the strong performance of Meta’sadvertisingbusiness
hasbeen enough to convince investors tolook the otherwaywhen it comestotheless
pleasant parts of its results. Costs areincreasing sharplyas Meta, like its peers,invests
inmore data centerinfrastructure. The company has stood apart from the packin its
willingness to shovel obsceneamounts of moneyin the
direction of Al talent. Costs will keep growing in 2026,
Meta said.

And no Meta check-in would be complete without
checking in with my favourite number: Losses from
Meta’s Reality Labs unit, the “metaverse” division,
were $4.53 billion for the quarter, the fifth consecu-
tive quarter of losses in excess of $4 billion. (Zucker-
berg could have hired at least two Al researchers for
that kind of money.)

The underlying message to takeaway from Wednes-
day’s communicationsblitzis that it helped Meta navi-
gate what might have been a tricky transition for its Al
strategy,one that could have been interpreted asan embarrassingadmission that its
initial approach was proving misguided.

What some analysts have described as a doubling-down from Meta on Al looks
to me more like a critical pivot: After going full throttle with building an open-
source Al model, Llama, Zuckerberg has now changed course and strongly hinted
that this“personal superintelligence”—powered by the insights into users that only
Meta has—will be closed to outsiders.The companywill be “careful about what we
choose to open source,” Zuckerberg wrote in his manifesto—a statement about
safety,yes,but one that matters foritsbusiness model,too.Recent releases of Llama
havebeen poorlyreceived asits capabilities fell behind US competition while being
shown up by the cost efficiencies of China’s DeepSeek. Meta has no footing in the
enterprise Al space that OpenAl, Microsoft Corp.,Amazon.com Inc.and others are
going after—meaning it mustlook to the consumer market to find its much-needed
return oninvestment.It’s easy for Zuckerberg to say hisAlwon’t be the one toreplace
jobs,but that’s because no companies are coming to him for that. Making lemon-
adefromthoselemons, Metawilllean heavily on thatidea thatit’son the side of the
everyday person.While farcical,it’s a tone that might land. The PR strategy started
in earnest on Wednesday with Zuckerberg’s manifesto.“The rest of this decade
seems likely to be the decisive period for determining the path this technologywill
take”, it read, “and whether superintelligence will be a tool for personal empower-
ment or a force focused on replacing large swaths of society”.

Alsostill tobe determined: what “personal superintelligence” even means, prac-
tically speaking.I guess those details come later.

DAVE LEE

Bloomberg
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The opportunity

N TODAY'S FRAGMENTED econ-
omy, tariffs have evolved from
mere protectionist barriers to
instruments of geopolitical strat-
egy. The US-China tariff war, initi-
ated during Donald Trump’s first term in
2018, triggered a decisive shift in global
trade flows.Since then,Chinahasincurred
a cumulative loss of $150-plus billion in
US trade,while other geographies—Mex-
ico, Southeast Asia, India,and Canada—
have absorbed the displaced demand.
Amidheightened global uncertainty,sev-
eral nations are embracing strategic self-
reliance to insulate themselves from
external shocks. This shift has only accel-
erated with renewed tariffs under
Trump’s second term. The latest US deci-
sion to extend targeted tariffs on select
Indian goods has been framed as a“level-
ling measure”. Still, it also creates a
renewed impetus for India to deepen its
marketaccess discussionswith Washing-
ton and solidify its position as a trusted
trade partner. This move can become a
catalyst for India to negotiate more
favourable long-run termswhile demon-
strating its manufacturing resilience.

This shift is taking place alongside a
broader reimagining of global supply
chains. Amid pandemics, geopolitical
shocks,and climate disruptions,theworld
is pivoting from hyper-optimised,just-in-
time systems to more resilient, just-in-
case models. ForIndia, this isnot merelya
temporaryboost—itisastrategicwindow
to embed itself deeper into global value
chains. Capturing this opportunity
requires sectoral focus, strong cost and
quality execution, enabling export,and
policyalignment.

India has an opportunity to benefit in
sectors such as auto components, elec-
tronics, and industrial machinery, where
tariffs on Chinese exports to the US have
opened competitive white spaces. India
has a large opportunity,and this necessi-
tates coordinated acceleration across all
stakeholders.

The opportunity in auto components
is especially notable. With $20 billion
worth of Chinese exports at risk, Indian
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manufacturers could captureaportion of
that, either through direct exports or by
establishing operations in tariff-neutral
regions. In select categories, India has
already expanded its export footprint,
supported by a competitive cost base and
improving qualitybenchmarks.However,
tapping into this demand requires a lead
time of 18-24 months to meet global
standards. Indian firms must invest in
R&D, compliance, and deeper linkages
with original equipment
manufacturersand Tier 1s.
In pharma, India could
gain shareacrossimports of
finished formulations and
active ~ pharmaceutical
ingredientsbyeitherscaling
domestic capacity, launch-
ing US-based operations, or
friend-shoring partnerships
with American and Euro-

India's private
sector must look
beyond reactive
adjustments and

seize emerging
opportunities at
their inception

linked incentive schemes have catalysed
newinvestments.To sustain double-digit
growth through 2030—akin to China’s
past trajectory—India must continue
advancing logistics, energy reliability,
innovation,and regulatory efficiency.Pol-
icymakers need to continue working to
modernise land acquisition, improve
micro, small, and medium enterprise
creditaccess,and streamline compliance.
At the same time, the private sector must
step up as a key partner—
invest in R&D, enhance
quality standards, and
develop a future-ready
workforce. This synergy
betweenstateand industry
will be critical to drive pro-
ductivityand attract global
investors.

India is also reshaping
its external trade architec-

peanfirms.Adoptionofnew T Sssss—————  ture to support this manu-

technologies (continuousvs.
batch) and addressing the talent gap are
keyimperatives to make domesticmanu-
facturingviable in the US.However, these
opportunities are vulnerable to shifts in
USpolicies.Despite the most recently pro-
posed tariff on select Indian pharma prod-
ucts, thebroader US objective of ensuring
affordable,diversified drug supplychains
aligns with India’s strengths. This creates
an opening for deeper collaboration on
technology transfer, joint ventures, and
co-manufacturingmodels that can offset
tariff pressures while reinforcing India’s
strategicrolein US healthcare resilience.
Over the past decade, the Indian gov-
ernment has taken decisive steps to bol-
ster manufacturing. Flagship initiatives
suchas Make inIndiaand the production-

facturing pivot. India
signed a landmark free trade agreement
(FTA) with the UK recently, eliminating
tariffs on 99% of Indian exports and
advancing cooperation in tech and cli-
mate. India has earlier inked an FTAwith
European Free Trade Association
nations—Switzerland, Norway, Iceland,
and Liechtenstein—focused on tariff cuts
and marketaccess.Inlight of recent devel-
opmentsin US trade policy,the need fora
comprehensive US-India trade pact has
become more pressing—offeringapathto
turn short-term tensions into long-term
strategic alignment and strengthen
investor confidence on both sides.
EvenasIndiascales up,it must prepare
for the risk of aggressive dumping by
China.With excess capacityand weakened
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Union minister for commerce & industry Piyush Goyal

We will take all necessary steps to secure

and advance our national interests...we will
continue our fast-paced journey of inclusive growth
and sustainable development towards the goal of

in tariff war

USaccess,Chinamayoffload surplus steel,
chemicals,and electronicsinto India.This
riskis real, especially amid a slowing Chi-
nese economy and persistent trade ten-
sions. India should deploy a proactive
strategy—real-time tariff monitoring,
earlywarning systems,and smart protec-
tive policies. Last year’s example of man-
dating domestic solar modules in public
procurement servesasa useful precedent.

India’s policyarchitecture will be pivo-
tal. A focused industrial strategy can de-
riskexecutionand elevate India’sroleasa
long-term partner. Key imperatives
include:

Trade diplomacy, FTAs: Accelerate
high-priority agreements (e.g. US, Euro-
pean Union).

Capital incentives: Extend to elec-
tronics,chemicals,auto,with special focus
on sunrise sectors.

Factor costs: Develop efficient infra-
structure to reduce factor costs and
improve ease of doing business.

Anti-dumping vigilance: Deploy
prompt trade remedies (e.g. APIs, solar
modules, steel).

Anchor-led cluster development:
Buildindustrial zonesaround committed
anchorinvestors.

Unified trade promotion: Position
Indiaasa trusted, neutral sourcing base.

To thrive in this trade environment,
India’s private sector mustlookbeyond re-
active adjustments and seize emerging
opportunitiesat theirinception.Thisme-
ansinvestingin sunrise sectorsand build-
ing end-to-end value chains to drive
greaterdomesticvalueaddition. However,
success will hinge not just on ambition,
but also on execution—firms must
sharpenthe edgeacross cost competitive-
ness, product quality, innovation, and
workforce skilling.

Tariffs can offer India a once-in-a-
decade opening—but only if they are
treated as tools for transformation, not
temporary protection. The real test is not
inrecognising the opportunity,butinact-
ingwith the precision,urgency,and ambi-
tionrequired toreshapeIndia’sroleinthe
global economy.

Need to revisit MPC arrangement

THE RESERVE BANK of India’s (RBI) Mo-
netary Policy Committee (MPC) meeting
isscheduled tobe held on August4-6.The
MPC was constituted in October 2016 as
part of the RBI’s formal adoption of flexi-
bleinflation targeting (FIT).Since its com-
position, the MPC has done a fine job of
managing the monetary policy. However,
one problem still remains—the MPCdoes
notvoteonallthemonetaryinstruments.
The MPC’s structure was established
byamending the RBIAct(1934).Chapter
I1I-F was introduced in the Act (1934),
dedicated to inflation target and MPC.
Section 45ZB (3) specifies that“the Mon-
etary Policy Committee shall determine
the policy rate required to achieve the
inflation target”. Section 2 (cccci) men-
tions that“policyrate”will mean the rate
for repo transactions. Further, sub-sec-
tion (12AB) of section 17 tells us “repo”
means an instrument for borrowing
funds by selling securities of the central
or state governments. Thus, the RBI Act
specifies that the MPC’s main job is to
achieve the inflation target (4+/- 2 %).
The MPCwill achieve itsjob by determin-
ing the policy rate (repo rate). The other
policyrates suchas standing deposit facil-
ity and marginal standing facility forma
corridorwithrepo,and both changeauto-
maticallywith changesin reporate.
Limiting the MPC vote to only repo
rate creates a problem as the RBI uses
other instruments to conduct monetary
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policy. Textbooks on Indian macroeco-
nomics teach us that apart from repo the
RBI also deploys the cash reserve ratio
(CRR) and statutory liquidity ratio (SLR)
asmonetary policytools.Infact,both CRR
and SLR were used as monetary policy
tools much before repo—CRR was initi-
atedin 1935 (at the time of the RBI's for-
mation)and SLRwas introducedin 1949,
and,repoin 1999,yet,the MPC onlyvotes
onrepo.

The Monetary Policy Committee should vote on all
the monetary instruments and not on the repo

rate alone, to help improve transparency

CRRand SLR playing important roles ini-
tially.With the 1991 reforms, the monet-
ary policy shifted to the repo rate for
balancing the overnight liquidity and
transmission tootherinterestrates.It rec-
ommended that the MPCvote on the pol-
icy rate. For SLR, it said that it should be
reduced tolevels of the liquidity coverage
ratio,and thereis nomention of CRR.Bas-
ed ontheserecommendations,the RBIAct

was amended, allowing for

Takethe case of thelat- = the constitution ofthe MPC.

est June policy, where the
MPC voted to cut the repo
rate by 50 basis points (bps)
to 6%, surprising markets
which expected a rate cut
of 25 bps. ACRR cut of 50
bps to 4% was announced
too. While the repo rate
easing was mentioned in
the MPC resolution state-
ment, there is no mention
of CRR. The CRR was

We can have odd
situations going
forward—for
example, the
MPC could keep
the repo rate
unchanged but
tweak the CRR
for liquidity

We get more clues from
the government’s notifica-
tion of the MPC and Mone-
tary Policy Process Regula-
tionsinthe Gazette of India
datedJuly14,2017.It men-
tioned that after the MPC
meeting, the RBI would
release an MPC resolution
and a statement. It added
that the resolution should
include the repo rate and

instead mentioned in the " “ndatthediscretionofthe

governor’s statement.

Why did the MPC end up voting only
onrepo?

One getssomeideasin the committee
established by the RBI in 2013 to revise
and strengthen the monetary policy
framework. The committee’s report laid
the foundations for the inflation target-
ing framework. It discussed how mone-
tary policy has evolved in India, with the

THE EDITOR

Countering Trump

Apropos of "Weaponising tariffs"
(FE, July 31), Japan and the European
Union have conceded a lot toink a
deal with the US and that should not
be the case. No country should be
allowed to walk over us, even ifit is the
US. We may have trade imbalances
with the US, but it is within the limits
of the World Trade Organization
(WTO), while new US tariffs are in
complete violation of its own WTO

obligations. India has all the right to
protect its farmers' interests and that
cannot be labelled as protectionist. As
far as a penalty is concerned, India
reserves the right to procure defence
equipment or oil from wherever it
feels right. It is not that the deal with
the US is ruled out now, and the 25%
tariffs may just be negotiation tactics
from Trump, but the deal should now
happen on terms that safeguard our
core national interests.

—Bal Govind, Noida

chairperson, any other monetary policy
measures including those relating to the
operating framework of monetary pol-
icy”. Further, it said that the statement
“should describe the monetary policy
changes involving instruments other
thanthereporateand the operating pro-
cedure as decided by the MPC shall be
explained in the policy statement, fol-
lowedbya pressrelease setting out details

Jane Street’s return

Apropos of "Market manipulation or
legit short-selling" (FE, July 31), the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India allowed Jane Street to return to
the Indian stock market after a 34,844-
crore fine. Sebi should maintain
surveillance on Jane Street's
movements in the market, especially
in the derivatives sector. A special
monitoring wing may be created to
watch the firm and manipulations, if

onimplementation”.

Following these legislative changes,
the MPC resolution only votes on the
repo rate and the governor’s statement
discusses the other monetary policy
instruments.

However, this arrangement only
causes confusion.The MPC votes only on
the repo rate,and the governor’s state-
ment includes the overall monetary pol-
icy instruments, but it is not clear who
decideson the otherinstruments.Wecan
have odd situations going forward—for
example, the MPC could keep the repo
rate unchanged but tweak the CRR forlig-
uidity. Howwill this be interpreted?

The RBI also releases a Statement on
Developmentaland Regulatory Practices
(SDRP),which discusses newmeasures on
regulations and market developments
(this was not released for the June meet-
ing). In the post-media interaction, the
governor and deputy governors address
the questions on changes in both mone-
tary policy and SDRP.The voices of exter-
nal MPC members are barely heard, bar-
ring media interviews.

The current MPCarrangement should
be revisited and streamlined. It should
vote on all the monetary policy instru-
ments, and the speeches/interviews of
MPC members should be linked on the
RBI website. This will help improve both
transparencyand communications from
the central bank.

any, should be reported immediately.
Jane Street must be allowed to make
profits only on legitimate short-selling
and its pump and dump policy in
dealing stocks must be prevented. It
must be prevented from adopting
questionable strategies which will
harm the fairness of the market and
make retail investors lose money

in the process.

—NR Nagarajan, Sivakasi
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Welcome the charge of

India’s battery brigade

With their global prices softening, storage batteries have the potential to disrupt our power

market, hasten utility reforms, attract entrepreneurs and empower electricity consumers

lectricity regulators in Maharashtra
and Gujarat recently approved
battery projects to be set up by their
respective state-owned utilities,
marking the adoption of power
storage facilities by two large Indian
states. Delhi had operationalized one unit a few
months ago. These are designed to soak up
excess electricity from solar-panel farms for its
supply to consumers when the sun doesn’t
shine. With battery prices having dropped glo-
bally by 30% over the past year and the Centre
aiding its adoption by providing funds to plug
viability gaps, these states have been quick to
seize what’s arguably the fastest way to gain
clean supply stability in the face of solar inter-
ruptions caused by cloud cover and sunsets. As
we go along, battery installations should help
power utilities improve their green report card
and meet their commitment to clean energy.
However, batteries only store electricity.
They do not generate it. As of now, they typi-
cally act as stop-gaps for just an hour or two,
with their charge rarely lasting beyond the
evening’s peak demand, let alone overnight.
So, even though India’s capacity for renewable
energy (RE) hasbeen ramped up, its supply
remains hostage to the weather, which impacts
not just output, but also the ability to charge
batteries. To best populate various states with
these units, utilities need to study both con-
sumer demand and weather patterns as they
getreshaped by climate change. This year, for
example, India’s peak summer demand was
lower than last year’s, thanks to less intense
heat spells and the early onset of monsoon rain-
fall. Such an approach will improve the ability
of batteries to bridge supply gaps during phases
of RE intermittency. Thisrole goes beyond sup-

porting clean energy. They can also plug gaps
caused by failures of supply infrastructure, like
transformers, assuring us overall reliability. As
adoptionrises, batteries could help transform
an Indian market riddled with tariff distortions.
To subsidize households and farms, state-run
utilities make commercial users pay more. The
grip of these utilities has been loosened by bulk
consumers setting up their own solar farms. But
they have still had to rely on utilities in fallow
RE periods. Cheaper and better batteries will
allow them to explore set-ups that reduce their
dependence on utilities in terms of volume and
load, both of which reflect in their electricity
bills. Evolving battery technology brightens
such prospects. Non-lithium chemistry, like
the use of sodium ions, holds out the promise of
lower cost combined with superior safety and
reliability. Should battery-linked RE facilities
mushroom, it may push utilities to reform—not
only their tariffs, but also their operations. This
could lead to consumers paying for power at
rates that reflect costs more closely, which
would relieve over-tariffed businesses in need
of lower bills to be competitive.

A key measure in this context would be tariffs
levied to reflect the real cost of power as it varies
around the clock. For these prices to influence
demand, users need to know when high or low
rates apply. Alas, only around 10% of India’s
billing meters are digitized, so very few users
can look at their billing and shift some usage—
say, to charge vehicles or operate a washing
machine—to low-rate hours. If the penetration
of smart-meters deepens, dynamic pricing
could nudge us all to optimize our electricity
use. And friendlier pricing may help utilities
retain large customers amid a surge in captive
supply led by the charge of our battery brigade.
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Copyright theft by AI? Don't mix
up creativity and dissemination

1t’s the unauthorized distribution of a work that amounts to infringement and not its mere creation

age-old debate. GenAI models can
generate content, whether it is text,
imagery or video, that looks substan-
tially like copyright content, even if
such models were not trained on copy-
right-infringing data.

Copyright laws have never stifled
human cognition and creation. They
only protect expressions, not ideas.
Students could learn the process of
creating art or literature by copying
works at home or school. Copyright
laws, at least in practice, only kick into
action when such work is exposed to
the public.

Why shouldn’t we apply the same
standards when it comes to cognition
and creation by GenAl models, which
happen at the instance of a user within
the confines of a digital device? If we
argue that GenAl, a non-deterministic
technology, should be prevented from
producing outputs merely because
these might infringe copyright, we are
equating the act of machine cognition
with infringement itself. This is akin to
stopping human imagination, which is
inherently counterproductive to
human progress. If artists constantly
self-censor their creative process for
fear of copyright infringement, we
might avoid infringement altogether,
but also kill innovation that produces

is partner in the technology, media and
telecom, practice at Trilegal.

oltaire and William Ralph Inge

may have differed on whether

originality was nothing but
undetected plagiarism or judicious
imitation. Tarantino openly pro-
claimed that he steals from every
movie he has seen, while David Bowie
had famously remarked that he only
studied art he could steal from.

No human being is born inherently
creative. Our creativity is fostered by
the literature, art and various cultural
stimuli that we consume. Every origi-
nal work of art, literature or music that
we create is invariably influenced by
the countless works we have experi-
enced.

Yet, we reward this perceived origi- groundbreaking art.
nality as creativity, granting copyright
protections to such works that are
deemed original. Historically, the EEE

copyright industry emerged as a
powerful force during the Industrial
Revolution, significantly contributing
to wealth creation and democratizing
access to knowledge.

Amid this focus on protection and
reward, we sometimes overlook the
core aim of copyright law, which is to
encourage access to knowledge. Our
legal systems already include measures
such as copyright term limits, fair
dealing and compulsory licensing
provisions.

The generative artificial intelligence
(GenAl) disruption hasre-ignited this

QUICK READ

Penalizing a GenAl creation for
being influenced by some work is
not only unjust but would stifle
innovation. After all, every work
bears someinfluence. We should
focus on what's made public.

We must modify our copyright
framework to distinguish
between the cognition process
and work dissemination. That
would reward creativity without
restricting access to new tools.
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Instead of penalizing a GenAl devel-
oper or deployer for producing content
that resembles existing works, if the Al
model has been responsibly trained,
we should shift our focus towards dis-
semination as the key point of account-
ability. Accountability should lie in the
act of disseminating content generated
by artificial intelligence.

Ifalarge language model (LLM)
produces a work similar to an existing
creation in response to a user’s input,
should the developer/deployer be held
liable? Probably not, if the model was
trained on copyright-compliant data or
if it was not designed to perpetrate
infringement.

Instead, liability should lie with the
individual or organization that chooses
to (i) create this work using prompts
and (ii) distribute the same to the pub-
lic. It is at the point of dissemination of
this work that the harm of copyright
infringement arises.

This nuanced approach promotes
access and innovation and isin line
with how courts have dealt with copy-
right laws and new technology. For
instance, in the classic Betamax deci-
sion, which dealt with video tapes, US
courtsrefused to impose liability on
the technology provider merely
because users could use it to infringe
copyright. Most copyright laws also
allow temporary copies—such as in the
case of search engines—for purposes of
communication to the public, as it does
not amount to any direct economic
harm to copyright owners.

Our copyright framework must
evolve for GenAl tools to distinguish
between the cognition process,
whether human or artificial, and dis-
semination. It should regulate unautho-
rized distribution and not creation. This
approach enables Al-driven creativity
without stifling innovation and ensures
that accountability remains firmly
anchored in human agency. Such a
recalibration of our copyright law can
ensure it continues to reward creativity
while fostering access.

JUST A TROTQAT

The sun has never been
hotter, and neither has solar
power as an investment.

LYDIA LOIZIDES

The long arc of our US trade deal may end in a win-win

PUJAMEHRA & ARPITA MUKHERJEE

V|
are, respectively, consulting
editor, Mint, and senior fellow
(consultant), Indian Council for
Research on International
Economic Relations (Icrier); and
professor, Icrier.

he Donald Trump administration’s

trade negotiations with US trade part-

ners have picked up pace in recent
weeks. Tarift deals have been announced
with nearly all major partners: the UK, Viet-
nam, Indonesia, Japan and the EU.

Talks with China, perhaps the trickiest,
are ongoing; A 90-day extension of the tariff
and export control détente struck in mid-
May seems likely—a negotiating team led by
US Treasury chief Scott Bessent and top
Chinese economic officials held talks in
Stockholm on 28 July for more than five
hours, and again on July 29 toresolve long-
standing economic disputes and reach a tar-
iffagreement.

In contrast, US negotiations with India,
even after numerous rounds of talks con-
ducted in Washington and New Delhi,
appear to have lagged.

It's clear that US President Donald Trump
is not settling for win-win deals, and that
may be what’s slowing progress with India.
The White House is handing out lopsided

deals: US trade partners must accept its one-
sided terms or have the sweeping ‘Libera-
tion Day’ tariffs that Trump announced on 2
Aprilimposed on their exports.

Countries whose economies are heavily
dependent on exports can’t really hold out
and are consenting to drop their tariffs on US
exports—to zero in many cases. Vietnam, for
example, got a pretty raw deal. While tariffs
on Vietnamese exports have reduced from
46% to 20%, America has got duty-free
access to Vietnam’s market. Worse, Viet-
nam’s exports of transhipped goods will still
face a40% US import duty.

The centrepiece of these accords are US
base rates. These across-the-board Ameri-
can import tariffrates are much higher than
the average of 3% that prevailed before 2
April and also the concessional rates that the
White House wants for US exports, which
makes these deals one-sided.

The base rate is 10% for British exports,
20% for Vietnamese exports, 19% for Indo-
nesian exports, 15% for Japanese exports and
15% for EU exports. The White House may
insist on a high base rate for Indian exports.

The EU had pitched a zero-for-zero tariff
deal at the start of its talks with Washington
and had readied an armoury of retaliatory
counter -measures to be imposed on the US

in a bid to strengthen its negotiating posi-
tion. But Trump proved a tough negotia-
tor—the EU hasagreed to abase rate that is
even higher than that on British exports.

Thealternative was a trade war, European
trade commissioner Maro$ Sef¢ovic told
news reporters, underlining just how close
Trump came to walking out of the negotia-
tions that were conducted in the ballroom of
his Scottish golfresort.

New Delhi will find it politically impossi-
ble to sell asimilarly lopsided deal at home.
Indian negotiators would need substantial

But on 7 July, Trump unilaterally reduced
the USreciprocal tariff for some of our trade
rivals like Bangladesh and Cambodia, thus
upsetting our potential tariff-differential
advantage. His persistent threats of a 50%
levy on copper, a staggering duty of 200% on
pharmaceutical products and an additional
10% tariff on imports from Brics countries
has further complicated the negotiations.

New Delhi has tread cautiously so far, not
giving in to any wild demands, and has not let
talks break down. Finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman lowered tariffs on whisky and

concessions from the pharmaceuticals pre-
White House in return EEN emptively and uncondi-
for lowering our steep QUICK READ tionally ahead of Trump’s
tariffs in sectors like agri- 2 April tariff announce-
culture, steel, aluminium Negotiations have turned ments. Perhaps in recog-

and automobiles. Ideally,
India would like zero-
for-zero tariffs forawide
range of sectors, includ-
ingleather productsand
textilesand apparel, and
would like to see a deal
that makes our exports
more competitive, such
asourbasmatirice vis-a-
vis competitors like Paki-
stan.

complexas American President
Donald Trump appears benton
imposing a one-sided trade deal
that New Delhi may find quite
hard tojustify domestically.

Playing for extra-time after
1August and holding out for a
better accord would afford India
space to seek concessions that
seem achievable and could
soften the blow of tariffs.

nition of this careful
approach, Trump
desisted from sending
India a tariff letter earlier
this month at the end of
his 90-day reprieve for
concluding bilateral
deals. On Wednesday,
though, he threatened to
impose a tariff of 25% plus
a“penalty” from 1 August
onour exports, presuma-
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bly to hasten negotiations. But it would not be
unrealistic to expect him to agree to another
extension. Trump is famous for changing his
decisions quickly. Extended negotiations
could be used for demanding concessions
that will make an India-US pact less one-
sided. Trump may come around if US compa-
nies with significant leverage in Washington
lobby for those concessions to be granted.

Like the UK, we could ask for conditional
relief on steel and aluminium. We could
similarly seek a tariffrate quota for automo-
biles. India could go beyond tariffs and
secure concessions in services too, such asa
higher and assured number of H-1B visas
that an Amazon would like asmuch asa TCS.

Digital trade, like in the US-Indonesia
agreement, can be part of our deal, suitably
adapted for Indian companies. Trading
paperless could be a way to blunt the blow
ofabaserate. Ifauthorities start accepting
electronic documents and online filings,
the savings that may accrue to Indian
exporters—as estimated by the UNESCAP-
ADB—would substantially offset the impact
of tariff hikes. Without these, India may not
be in a position to sell the deal domesti-
cally—commerce minister Piyush Goyal
indicated as much when he said that India
isaiming for a win-win deal.
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Short-term equity derivatives:
Let’s consider turfing them out

Particularly at a time of falling interest rates, the case for banning all weekly equity index derivatives in India looks strong

is an economist.

ane Street. When the name surfaced in the
financial press, it looked like anew designer
clothinglabel. I discovered it was a trading
house which had come into focus at the
Securities and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi), the equity market watchdog, for
alleged manipulation.

In focus was something called a Bank Nifty
weekly options index (now closed), but there
remain other weekly indices, run by the National
Stock Exchange and Bombay Stock Exchange.
Having never engaged with the stock market,
either financially or academically, T had never
peered at those instruments. But the compelling
reason for not neglecting them now is that index
options have entered the pages of the half-yearly
Financial Stability Report (FSR) issued by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), including the latest
June 2025 issue.

Financial Stability Reports are an outcome of the
global financial crisis of 2008. The G-20, as a wider
group of countries than the G-7, also emerged as an
outcome of that crisis. The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) exhorted member countries to issue
periodic reports on their internal financial stabil-
ity. In India, this responsibility fell to RBL. The
FSRs of RBI are very well-written, and should be
compulsory reading for all students of economics
atany level. My sense, though, is that they are not
very widely read (I hope Iam wrong on this).

The FSR has to be optimistic overall, since any
alarm bells could by themselves be triggers for
financial instability. Wisely, RBI collects opinions
by circulating a questionnaire among an anony-
mous panel of (unpaid) respondents as part of a
Systemic Risk Survey, tabulated in an Annex of
every FSR. This makes the FSR more broad-based
than a document driven solely by analysis done
within RBI. The FSR must necessarily do a wide-
angle surveillance of financial markets and regula-
tory agencies, including Sebi. But RBI, as the
banking regulator itself, must tread a thin line
between advising what other regulators like Sebi
could do to improve financial stability, while at the
same time refraining from overt criticism.

The latest June 2025 report praises Sebi for its
prompt action on a number of fronts. But some
paragraphs are so important that they need to be
quoted at length, like No. 1.38 of the report: “The
growing participation of individual investors and
associated risks in the equity derivatives segment
were highlighted in (the) June 2024: FSR. Since
then, the SEBI has taken several important meas-
ures to strengthen this market segment, including
but not limited to, rationalization of weekly index
derivatives products, increase in tail risk coverage
on the day of options expiry, ensuring expiry of all
index derivatives products on single day of the
week, increase in contract sizes, upfront collection

of option premium from buyers, removal of calen-
dar spread treatment on the expiry day and intra-
day monitoring of position limits. Consequently,
between December 2024 and March 2025, the
average daily traded value by individuals and num-
ber of individuals trading per month declined by
14.4-per cent and 12.4 per cent, respectively, com-
pared to an increase of 47.6 per cent and 101.8 per
cent, respectively, between
December 2023 and March
2024.”

While Sebi certainly deserves
to be commended for its cor-
rective actions, why allow
weekly index derivatives at all,
and especially open to retail
participation? These complex
financial instruments might be
comprehended by enough indi-
vidualsin New York or London
to give depth to those deriva-
tives markets, but here in India,
do we really have enough indi-
viduals who know what they
are plunging into? Most seem to
be engaging in a market they
don’t understand, a blind gamble.

It should not be surprising that mountains of
losses have been suffered by individuals in the
equity derivatives market. In currency markets, it
makes sense to have derivatives, to iron out the
volatility inherent in freely tradable currencies,
about which we first learned from the work of
Rudiger Dornbusch. But in equity markets, do
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While Sebi must be commended
for taking corrective actions, why
allow weekly index derivatives
atallif so few retail participants
actually understand these
complex financial instruments?

Equity derivatives hurt India’s
real economy by distorting
choicesamong youngearners
and diverting purchasing power
away from current consumption,
which needs to pick up.

weekly index derivatives do anything to reduce
volatility? Do they not actually enhance volatility?
Surely, we can have long-term equity futures (a
horizon of one year or more) without weekly
derivatives.

If, as the Sebi report of 2024 reported, the
majority of losses are suffered by young partici-
pants from small towns, it is no surprise that real
growth in the Indian economy is
being held back by sluggish con-
sumer demand. Equity deriva-
tives, with that kind of participa-
tion, are a self-inflicted wound to
thereal economy. They distort
choices among young earners in
small-town India. After the semi-
nal work of Daniel Kahneman,
these kinds of policy mistakes
should not have been made. Pur-
chasing power has been diverted
from current consumption,
which could then have kick-
started real investment by the
domestic manufacturing sector.

The Bank Nifty index covered
avery small number of stocks
and was therefore particularly vulnerable to
manipulation. But the case for banning all weekly
index derivatives is strong. Particularly at a time of
falling interest rates, those options will become
even more attractive. Equity markets are meant to
encourage informed risk taking, not misinformed
plunges into short-term derivatives of the kind still
on offer on Indian exchanges.

Survival in times of predatory
trade: Is Asia on to something?

It may find dismal deals better than losing access to US markets

is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
Asian economies.

oraregion often hailed as the future of

the global economyj, it has been an

unedifying experience. One by one,
Asian leaders swallowed trade accords with
the US that are slightly better than envis-
aged afew months ago, but more punitive
than when they bet on access to the Ameri-
can market as a development strategy dec-
ades ago.The glory days of supply chains
must seem like a prehistoric time to the
countries that lined up to concede to White
House demands for levies. It is certainly a
throw-back to an earlier, less prosperous,
age: The overall level of US tariffs is now
the highest since 1930s, according to
Bloomberg Economics. Japanese Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba was once adamant
he would never accept duties, especially on
automobiles, but concluded he could live
with a 15% penalty. The EU’s top official,
Ursulavon der Leyen, on Sunday said the
15% rate the bloc settled on with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump was the best she could
manage.

Key economiesyet to strike adeal, such
as South Korea and India, risk more
adverse terms than those that already went
alongto getalong.

Trump is demanding ademonstration of
obeisance and, in important ways, is
receiving it. At the top of the commercial
food chainisthe US, still the premier econ-
omy by a healthy margin. Import tariffs
may not revive the working-class commu-
nities that he claims to champion, but
Trump can put on an emotionally satisfy-
ing show. And the nations that have yielded
get Trump off their back—and cross their
fingers that they will fare better under the
next president.

In thissense, it’s useful to think in terms
of apex predators, those at the pinnacle of
the natural food chain that are able to
devour smaller players, according to
Dmitry Grozoubinski, aformer Australian
trade negotiator. “They are to a large extent
paying protection money,” he told me.

Tariffs of around 20% seem to be the
benchmark for Southeast Asia, based on
deals announced with the Philippines,
Indonesia and Vietnam. In the case of the
latter two, they negotiated the US down
from higher levels than foreshadowed in
April. Theywill still hurt. Efforts to squeeze
Chinaare a feature of the pacts; Washing-
ton wants to curb the ability of Chinese
firms to re-route products through third
countries. The Philippines appeared to suf-
fer a humiliation; the levy on goods from
the archipelago was just a hair lower than
what was announced by Trump a few
weeks ago.

Asian countries have swallowed lopsided

US deals one after another. REUTERS

Many details are still to be resolved and
countries haven’t given up on getting bet-
ter terms. The common element, aside
from just getting what passes as a deal
done, is allowing Trump some of the thea-
tre he craves. Praise the agreements and
the White House’s occupant.

And, perhaps, when the attention is else-
where, you can get a slightly better deal.
Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr.made it clear he hasn’t given up. Ahead
of his recent meeting with Trump at the
White House, his team put great store in
the close historical ties between the two
nations; the Philippines was once a US col-
ony and it regularly brushes up against
Chinese shipsin the South China Sea. On
the face of it, Manila got little from the
arrangement. Marcos’ best shot is to work
with negotiators while Trump has moved
on. Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth hinted at
this by saying there may be a military com-
ponent to the accord.

“The wolf is now at other doors,” said
Grozoubinski, author of the book Why Poli-
ticians Lie About Trade. “The indignity
hurtsless than the fight would.” Inreturn,
counterparts get asemblance of certainty
about the cost of entry to the US, a vital
component in the competition for foreign
direct investment.

The escape can be a form of victory. In
Vietnam’s case, the country is still fairly
competitive with a 20% tariff. It stings, but
probably isn’t enough to warrant a pro-
ducer packing up and going somewhere
else. It may all be worth it to keep access to
US customers. The administration fore-
shadowed this calculus before ‘Liberation
Day.’ Stephen Miran, chair of Trump’s
Council of Economic Advisers, told Bloom-
berg Televisionin March that nations have
little choice other than to sell to the US.
They will pay up to retain that privilege.

Seoul [hasreportedly struck a deal] and
New Delhi may be next. Korean officials
[had] dangled a shipbuilding partnership
as part of a potential compact. Talks with
China [have been] something else.

Hopefully, the world economy won't be
too damaged. The question Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping will ask is whether the fight
is worth it and how much resistance his
own economy can stand. The David Atten-
borough documentary on that one will be
compulsory viewing. ©BLOOMBERG

Could I have my Thar back—if not an Ambassador?

DIPANKAR DE SARKAR

UK correspondent for the
Hindustan Times.

is a former European and

y biggest loss since returning to

India has been that of my beloved

Thar. I had to give up this hand-
some whale of a car, inspired by the Jeep
Wrangler, some years ago, and not because
it was unfit for its purpose. Rather, it was
because of abizarre rule that places a cap of
10 years on the life of all vehicles running on
diesel and 15 years on those powered by pet-
rolin Delhi. Beyond those years, the vehicle,
even if found parked on the road, will be
seized and sent packing to the scrap yard.
The ban was passed by the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) in 2014 and upheld by the
Supreme Court in 2018.

It wasabrutal setback to me, an expat try-
ing to settle back down in the city I had
grown up in and continue to love. I origi-
nally wanted an Ambassador, but this car
had been phased out. The Thar served me
well. It stoutly carried me up and down the
mountains of north India without so much
asawhimper. Twice it defended me physi-

cally, including once when a cab rammed
into the back of this four-wheeled iron for-
tress at great speed, with injuries only to the
assailant. Seldom did it break down.

But the Delhi stricture on allegedly aged
vehicles meant that I had to sell off my
prized possession well before its time. Note
that I could have happily driven it around in
any state unencumbered by such regula-
tion. I consoled myself on the grounds that,
personally, I would be less responsible for
the vehicular emissions that were bringing
the world to the brink.

But, of course, age-barring vehicles is a
misguided policy thatis quite rightly being
challenged by the Delhi government.

Curiously, alternatives have long existed.
For close to three decades in the UK, I drove
petrol and hybrid cars of myriad make and
model that were sometimes many years old
and sometimes new. Iwas able to enjoy run-
ning those carsin the UK and across Europe
because local laws allowed me to do so.
Those regulations are more relevant than
evertoIndia, acar market that is expected to
enlarge along with the economy.

The original NGT ruling said, “All vehi-
cles, diesel or petrol, which are more than 15
yearsold shall not be permitted to ply on the

roads and wherever such vehicles of this age
arenoticed, the concerned authorities shall
take appropriate steps in accordance with
law, including seizure of the vehicles in
accordance with the provisions of the Motor
Vehicle Act.”

UKregulation, on the other hand, stipu-
lates an annual MOT (ministry of transport)
test for your car—a system run by a fleet of
more than 23,500 garages and some
66,000 mechanics authorized by the gov-
ernment to carry out stringent tests of road-
worthiness. You pay a
nominal fee for the test
and, of course, for any
labour or car parts
needed. Your car will be
tested for just about
everything: from brakes,
steering, visibility,
lamps, reflectors, elec-
trical equipment, axles,
wheels, tyres, suspen-
sion, body structure,
attachments, seat belts,
doors and mirrors to
something called ‘nui-
sance’ (noise and emis-
sion).
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The green tribunal's ruling that
forces vehicles off Delhi's streets
for being too old has deprived
people of prized possessions
which weren't doing the city's
air quality any significant harm.

It's for good reason that Delhi's
government is challenging this.
What we need to check s fitness.
As the UK's example shows, a
network of facilities certified by
authorities could play this role.

The key to thiswhole exercise is a chain of
trust starting with a qualification test for the
mechanic. It’s not as if this system is
immune to fraud: arecent scandal involving
fake tests and certificates (‘ghost MOT’) has
prompted the UK government to propose
that garages upload photos of the candidate
car in a testing bay along with its number
plate and chassis number.

There isno age limit on vehicles. In fact,
ifyour caris more than 40 years old, it may
be exempt from an MOT test. But you must
ensure that it is well
maintained and road-
worthy.

Similarly, the Euro-
pean Commission pro-
poses an annual check on
all vehicles that are more
than 10 years old. Its
main goal is to reduce
deaths and serious inju-
ries from trafficaccidents
to zero by 2050.

Of course, India’s
densely polluted citiesdo
need to address emis-
sions, particularly from
dirty old vehicles, but
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policy must be evidence-based. That is what
Delhi’s chief minister Rekha Guptais calling
for in her government’s legal challenge of
the NGT ruling. A balance must be struck
between our need to breathe safely and this
city’sinsatiable hunger for cars. More high-
end cars may hit Delhi’sroads (which need
repair too, please) once the UK-India free
trade agreement swingsinto action. These
cars will last long and their owners may
want to drive in them for longer.

Owninga carin India once meant it wasa
lifetime asset. A friend’s 15-year-old Wag-
on-Rin excellent condition got towed away,
he says—without so much as a by-your-
leave—by a gang of men hired by the munic-
ipal corporation. “They were enjoying
themselves so much it reminded me of
snatchersin the Harry Potter books who got
rewarded for rounding up muggles.”

Gupta is right to emphasize fitness over
age. We are not athrowaway people; we like
to save money and cling to things, and we
savour experiences like the freedom of a car
ride. ATV set or carisarelationship. Almost
human, all it needs is an annual once-over,
easily done if the city’s eager 24x7 service
economy is given the foundational strength
of quality and trust.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

FOCUS ON BIG PICTURE

Trump’s 25 per cent tariff and penalty raise stakes for India. It
also presents a moment to seize the initiative, do the right thing

S PRESIDENT DONALD Trump's announcement of a 25 per cent tariff on

Indian imports, along with a penalty for procuring energy and military

equipment from Russia, is a shocker at first sight. But, it also presents a

moment for India to seize the initiative and do what is right without los-
ing any more time. A free trade agreement that allows greater access for Indian products
to the world’s largest market and, at the same time, opens up its economy to American
goods and services, is a win-win for both sides. India’s exports to the US, at $86.5 billion
in 2024-25 (April-March), were higher than those to any other country. Imports from the
US, at $45.7 billion, were below only those from China ($113.5 billion), Russia ($63.8 bil-
lion) and the UAE ($63.4 billion). A no-deal, simply put, is not in India's interest. The ef-
fort should be to not just preserve, but enhance the gains from trade.

Trump, no doubt, has overturned the predictable rules and principles governing the
global trading order that delivered high growth and lifted the fortunes of millions across
countries. His latest unilateral measure, subjecting India to a higher tariff than the UK (10
per cent), the European Union, Japan and Korea (15 per cent), Indonesia (19 per cent) or
Vietnam (20 per cent), runs counter to the larger story of growing cooperation between
the two countries. The last couple of years alone have seen significant movement towards
the signing of a new 10-year defence partnership framework, an MoU to expand and di-
versify critical mineral supply chains and proposed amendments to India’s nuclear lia-
bility law. For all the jarring notes in Trump's imperious actions and pronouncements,
India must not lose sight of the big picture. If anything, it must hasten the process of
clinching a long-delayed agreement that will also give a push to much-needed domes-
ticeconomic reforms. And the approach should be based on export proactiveness rather
than import defensiveness — as was evident in the recent India-UK Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement.

While Trump's 25 per cent import levy may be a pressure tactic for forcing India to
lower both duties and non-tariff barriers on American products, his threatening toimpose
an additional “penalty” for the country buying Russian oil and defence hardware is un-
acceptable. Just as signing a trade deal with the US is in India's interest, securing the en-
ergy needs of its population — including by sourcing oil from any country offering crude
at discounted prices — is non-negotiable. It is possible this may entail a cost in the form
of secondary sanctions linked to Russian supplies, which India will have to factor in go-
ing ahead. Recognising this cost is as important as converting the Trump threat into an
opportunity to be seized.

RULE OF THE MOB

Chhattisgarh conversion row, violence on Pune family, frame a
disturbing tendency — police taking their cue from vigilantes

WO INCIDENTS, A day apart, show the police in two states, Chhattisgarh and

Maharashtra, in poor light. They failed to uphold a basic precept of modern

governance — only law enforcement agencies have the power to detain and

question suspects and investigate crime, and they must also do so only ac-
cording to due process. Last week, policemen in these two states appear to have acted at
the behest of the mob. On July 25, the Chhattisgarh police arrested three people, includ-
ing two nuns, on charges of forced conversion and human trafficking. Reports in this pa-
per have raised questions about the neutrality of the law enforcers in a situation rife with
tension. Instead of calming tempers and probing the charges, the Chhattisgarh police
drew up their FIR almost entirely on the basis of statements of Bajrang Dal members. One
of the women at the centre of the row later admitted she was coerced by a member of a
right-wing outfit to give a statement against the accused. A day after the Chhattisgarh
arrests, a group of around 60-70 people, several of them allegedly belonging to the Bajrang
Dal, barged into the house of a Kargil War veteran’s relative in Pune, demanded identity
proofs from the family, and called them Bangladeshis. The police personnel present at
the site participated in the humiliation of the family by taking them to a police stationin
the dead of the night.

The Supreme Court has, on several occasions, underlined the dangers of mob vigilan-
tism. But whether in cow protection cases or in matters related to religious conversion,
or now in the increasingly contentious issue of illegal migration, law enforcement agen-
cies show a disturbing tendency to let self-proclaimed community leaders take over. The
Pune incident reportedly occurred after a “tip-off” about Bangladeshis in the city. The
role of the Bajrang Dal in this episode — as well as in the conversion-related arrests in
Chhattisgarh — points to the same worrying tendency of the state law enforcement ap-
paratus ceding vital space to vigilantes.

On more than one occasion, including in December last year, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has underlined the contributions of the Catholic community in social welfare.
Instances such as the episode in Chhattisgarh pose question marks on that outreach. It’s
also a cruel irony that at a time when members of all political parties are applauding the
valour of the armed forces in Operation Sindoor, a war veteran's relatives were targeted
with impunity. The police in Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra have much to answer for.

RETURN OF MR DARCY

‘Pride and Prejudice’ is set for another reboot. Two
centuries on, it's still Austen's world

TIS A truth generationally acknowledged that Jane Austen remains one of litera-

ture’s most enduring influencers. As things go, most people are fools in love. And

so, the idea of vicariously participating in other people’s romantic misadventures

through her work — if only to gauge one’s own missteps — holds a timeless ap-
peal. Perhaps that is what explains the periodic resurgence of her classic Pride and Prejudice
on screen: Itis set to be repackaged as a Netflix series. In the meantime, the writer's 250th
birth anniversary is being marked by a nostalgia-laden return to theatres of the 2005
adaptation featuring Keira Knightley.

Austen’s staying power, however, runs deeper than costume drama and clever repar-
tee. Her genius lies in dissecting how people perform identity — through class, courtship,
marriage and conversation — and how frequently they misjudge one another in the
process. The charming narcissist, the ambitious social climber, the well-meaning sibling
who cannot keep a secret, the distant father, remain familiar tropes. If anything, in a mod-
ern retelling, Lizzie Bennet might host a podcast on dating red flags, and unpack her ro-
mantic patterns in therapy. Austen’s world is specific, but her insights remain universal,
which is why her stories keep finding new forms, and new audiences.

Still, the proliferation of adaptations does invite scepticism. At a time when new voices
struggle to break through, the constant tilling of old soil can feel like creative fatigue mas-
querading as homage. Does the industry’s fixation on Austen reflect a reluctance to move
beyond the literary canon or are her themes — pride, perception, emotional cluelessness
— simply more resonant than ever? After all, whether in bonnets or bustiers, misreading
the room is as much hardwired into modern DNA as it was in the 19th century. Two cen-
turies on, Austen still sees young people — and yes, she’s still smirking.
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WORDLY WISE
‘WE MUST LIVE TOGETHER AS BROTHERS
OR PERISH TOGETHER AS FOOLS.
— MARTIN LUTHER KING JrR

On tariffs, a what-if story

Could Prime Minister Modi have handled
President Trump differently?

SANJAYA BARU

AFTER SEALING A deal with the European
Unionand Japan, agreeing toa 15 per cent tar-
iff in the case of these developed industrial
economies, and even as he strings Chinaalong,
United States President Donald Trump has
shocked India, a low-middle-income devel-
oping economy, imposing a 25 per cent tariff.
Till recently, the official Indian briefing to the
media was that discussions were still on and
India may get a couple of weeks’ reprieve in
August to strike a deal.

Hours after the Lok Sabha saw Prime
Minister Narendra Modi unwilling to give any
credit to President Trump for the pause in
Operation Sindoor, the latter hit hard. Even af-
ter the PM and foreign minister’s statements
in Parliament, President Trump tweeted for
the nth time his claim that he had stopped the
war. He had always linked that to trade.
There’s more to the Trump action than just
trade and tariffs.

Never since 1971 has India found both the
United States and China on the same side on
a matter concerning Pakistan, while at the
same time having to defend its relationship
with Russia. This is perhaps the lowest point
for Indian foreign policy, which has consis-
tently endeavoured for three decades to keep
the US on the Indian side while having to deal
with the China-Pakistan alliance. Parliament
must undertake a comprehensive review of
Indian foreign policy.

India is now stuck in a Catch-22. Damned
if he will, damned if he won’t, Prime Minister
Modi will not admit that US intervention
played arole. If the issue was only about how
the war ended, the matter would have rested
there. After all, even in the past, the US did play
arole in sorting out issues between India and
Pakistan, even with India consistently main-
taining that all disputes between neighbours
canonly be settled bilaterally. No US President
has made a big deal of it in the past.

This time it’s different. Not only has
President Trump made a big deal of his inter-
vention, explicitly seeking credit for it, he has
gone a step further and linked this to the out-
come of the trade and tariffs negotiations.
While the EU and Japan are relatively happy
with the outcome of tariff negotiations, mak-
ing promises on investment, and China is
working its way through Washington DC'’s

After ceasefire was declared,
Prime Minister Modi could
have called President Trump,
referred to the conversations
he had with Vice President |
D Vance, and the foreign
minister had with his
counterpart, and thanked
Trump for his interest in
ending wars and maintaining
peace around the world and
then added a line about how
India-Pakistan issues can
only be settled bilaterally. By
linking his role in
terminating Operation
Sindoor to a trade deal,
Trump appeared to be
seeking a quid pro quo —
credit for his role in exchange
for concessions on trade.

corridors of power, India has been hit.

Worse, as one longstanding watcher of
US-India relations said on a social media
post, Trump has rubbed salt into Indian
wounds by striking a deal with Pakistan,
“whereby Pakistan and the United States
will work together on developing their mas-
sive oil reserves”.

Could Prime Minister Modi have handled
President Trump differently?

The problem goes all the way back to Indian
expectations abouta second Trump presidency.
Even as Prime Minister Modi tried to remain
neutral between Trump and Kamala Harris in
the run-up to the presidential elections, many
inIndia and many Indians in the US continued
to assume that Trump would be better for US-
India relations. When Trump chose to invite
President Xi Jinping of China to his inaugura-
tion in January without extending such an in-
vitation to Modi, alarm bells would have
sounded in New Delhi’s South Block.

Both the PM and the External Affairs Mini-
ster worked overtime to reach out to President
Trump and retrieve ground. It is possible that af-
ter this initial shock, the Prime Minister and his
diplomatic team may have reassessed the sta-
tus of US-India relations. The earlier assump-
tion that President Biden was unfriendly to-
wards India, and in fact friendly towards
Pakistan, while President Trump would rebal-
ance the equation ought to have been dis-
missed and a new assessment made about
whatlies ahead. It appears Pakistan made such
are-assessment and quickly invested in the
Trump entourage, buying up support.

When President Trump unveiled his trade
and tariff policy, he repeatedly named India
a “tariff king” and as a target for action.
Perhaps the Modi government had hoped
that by buying more defence equipment
from the US, showing how it is contributing
to the US economy, Trump could be ap-
peased. The government even proposed a bi-
lateral free trade agreement and hoped the
negotiating process would get India off the
hook. There was considerable optimism
within the Union commerce ministry on this
count even as late as April this year. Matters,
however, had not been sorted out.

Caughtin this trade trap, the Modi govern-
ment had a fantastic opportunity to feed

President Trump’s ego and vanity by thank-
ing him for his role in the declaration of the
ceasefire. Of course, it would be argued that
Prime Minister Modi would not have wanted
todepart from India’s longstanding diplomatic
posture of denying any role to the US or any
other country in settling a bilateral dispute
with Pakistan. But there was a way out.

After ceasefire was declared, Prime
Minister Modi could have called President
Trump, referred to the conversations he had
with Vice President ] D Vance, and the foreign
minister had with his counterpart, and
thanked Trump for his interest in ending wars
and maintaining peace around the world and
then added a line about how India-Pakistan
issues can only be settled bilaterally. By link-
ing his role in terminating Operation Sindoor
toatrade deal, Trump appeared to be seeking
aquid pro quo — credit for his role in exchange
for concessions on trade.

The official Indian position could have
been, “Yes, President Trump was concerned
about the situation getting out of hand. He
reached out to both sides. We thanked him
for his concern. But, we declared ceasefire
only after our objectives were met.” End of
story. Modi would have acknowledged
Trump’s role without giving him credit for
the final decision and sticking to the stan-
dard Indian position that India-Pakistan dis-
putes will only be settled bilaterally.

Whatever happened on those four fateful
days in May this year, the government was
clearly not prepared to deal with the larger
challenge of the Trump presidency — that of
pandering to and appeasing Trump’s ego. The
present Indian leadership does not have the
toolkit to deal with egos as big as their own.

This is all the more surprising given that
few heads of government around the world
had established a better equation with
President Trump than Prime Minister Modi.
The government and foreign affairs scholars
owe an explanation to the lay public as to why
US-India relations have deteriorated to the
point we find ourselves in today.

The writer was member,

National Security Advisory Board of India,
1999-2001 and media advisor

to the Prime Minister of India, 2004-08

(GOURAV VALLABH

STEADY HAND IN STORMY WATERS

US tariffs, global volatility can cause short-term shocks, must be handled with care

US-INDIA TRADE RELATIONS — anchored in
democratic values and strategic convergence
— have entered a more challenging phase. The
recent imposition of 25 per cent-plus tariffs
on Indian exports by the US adds stress to
trade negotiations. The core of the dispute lies
not just in tariffs or market access. While
India’s prudent refusal to openits agricultural
and dairy markets remains a sticking point for
Washington, a deeper unease stems from
India’s energy and defence ties with Russia.
India expanded its crude oil imports from
Russia — from around 2 per cent of total im-
portsin FY22 to 36 per centin FY25 — largely
due to wartime discounts. With those dis-
counts now shrinking, India has fresh room to
diversify its sources — including LNG and
crude from the US — potentially turning fric-
tion into an opportunity.

The impact of tariffs cannot be ignored.
Indian exports to the US constitute just over 2
per cent of GDP but their composition mat-
ters. Sectors such as textiles, chemicals, phar-
maceuticals and auto components will face
the brunt. The tariff shock could cost India up
to $30billion in export earnings, affecting sup-
ply chains, employment and GDP momen-
tum in the short term. Yet India’s economic
structure — rooted in strong domestic con-
sumption — offers it a cushion.

Still, the broader global environment re-
mains volatile. A slowdown in emerging
markets, ongoing capital outflows and ris-

Despite near-term volatility,
India’s market fundamentals
remain sound. Key drivers
such as financial services,
consumer goods and
technology are relatively
insulated from trade
tensions. However, short-
term market volatility is
inevitable, driven by high
valuations and policy
uncertainty. Sectors like auto
components could even gain,
as US tariffs on Chinese and
Mexican parts create
demand for alternatives.

ing financial uncertainty are contributing
to short-term pressures. July saw foreign
portfolio investors pull more than $1.4 bil-
lion from Indian markets, and the Rupee
weakened nearly 2 per cent, ranking among
the weaker emerging market currencies in
the month. A depreciating currency feeds
into imported inflation, raises the cost of
foreign debt and adds complexity to mon-
etary policymaking.

This leaves RBI with a delicate balancing
act.Inflationis benign — expected ataround 3
per cent in FY26 — but the case for rate cutsis
not straightforward. RBI must weigh global
interest rate trajectories, volatile capital flows
and exchange rate dynamics while ensuring
domestic growth remains on track. In this cli-
mate, its credibility and consistency become
as important as its policy tools.

While Washington’s growing dissatisfac-
tion with India’s defence procurement — still
dominated by Russian-origin systems — is un-
derstandable, India’s position is pragmatic.
Legacy dependence is being addressed
through increased indigenous production,
joint ventures and expanded purchases from
Western partners, including the US. This evolv-
ing defence landscape can, in fact, serve as a
strategic bridge rather than a barrier.

Indiais not alone in facing US tariff actions.
Even close allies such as the UK, EU, Japan,and
Vietnam have faced similar measures. The
pattern suggests a larger trend —

Wiashington’s push to narrow its current ac-
count deficit through selective protectionism
and reduced import dependence. Economic
diplomacy is becoming more tactical than
rule-based. India’s approach must be an-
chored in smart bargaining. Any “mini-deal”
will have to go beyond symbolic relief to ad-
dress structural irritants across agriculture,
energy access, and technology transfer.

India’s market fundamentals remain
sound. Key drivers such as financial services,
consumer goods and technology are relatively
insulated from trade tensions. However, short-
term market volatility is inevitable, driven by
high valuations and policy uncertainty. Sectors
like auto components could even gain, as US
tariffs on Chinese and Mexican parts create
demand for alternatives. Pharmaceuticals and
electronics — so far exempt from US tariffs —
also continue to perform well.

India’s lower export dependency gives
it strategic room but it must not foster com-
placency. By carefully balancing its energy
sources, defence partnerships and trade po-
sitions, India can emerge as a resilient econ-
omy and a shaping force in the global order.
India’s steady hand and long-term vision
are not only essential for its own growth
but increasingly important for global
economic stability.

The writer is part-time member,
PM'’s Economic Advisory Council
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LALIT MAKEN KILLED

LALITMAKEN, PROMINENT trade union leader
and Congress (I) MP from South Delhi, and his
wife, Geentanjali, along with a visitor,
Balkrishan Khanna, were shotdead in their Kirti
Nagar house by two unidentified youths. A
Congress (I) worker of the area, Suresh Malik,
who used to drive Maken’s car, was also shotin
the shoulder. Heis out of danger. The assailants,
itappears, were aware of Maken’s programme.

‘GAS LEAK SABOTAGFE’

THE UNION CARBIDE Corporation has ruled
outeverything but sabotage as the cause of last
year’s chemical disaster in Bhopal, the company

More N“r an.agazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.-azin._%890050582 (@Sharewithprﬁggper.tndranexpress.aum .. .

lawyer, Bud G Holman, said. His comments
went further than any previous statement by
Union Carbide on the cause of the gas leak that
reportedly killed 2,000 people and injured
2,00,000. A company spokesperson, Ed Vand
Name Le, said later that the lawyer’s statement
should have been that the UCChas “all but ruled
out everything but sabotage”. He left open the
possibility that the gas leak was accidental.

MAKEN MURDER: 3 HELD

THREE PERSONS HAVE been detained in con-
nection with the gruesome murder of Lalit
Maken, his wife and a visitor to their house, the
commissioner of police, Ved Marwah told a
press conference. The three have been detained

on the basis of information collected from the
five eye witnesses to the crime, he said. All three
were residents of South Delhi, Marwah added.
The police commissioner promised a reward
of Rs 1 lakh to any person giving clues leading
to the arrest of Maken’s assailants.

PARLIAMENT ADJOURNED

A STUNNED AND grieved Parliament ad-
journed as news of Congress (I) MP Lalit
Maken’s killing came in. Speaker Balram Jakhar,
PM Rajiv Gandhi and Opposition leaders paid
tributes in the Lok Sabha prior to adjournment.
In the Rajya Sabha, chairman R Venkataraman
broke the news to a shocked House soon after
Question Hour and adjourned the proceedings.

. Kolkata
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THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

A weekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate
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In the wake of the TCS layoffs, a question:
In the age of Al is India’s IT sector still a beacon of opportunity?

India’s I'T story
1ISn't over

The real test is not Al, but how
swiftly Indian tech can build
its next competitive moat

SRINATH SRIDHARAN

FROM THE PRINTING press to the steam en-
gine, from electricity to the internet, every
wave of technology has made societies fret
and question old certainties, rethink eco-
nomic models and invent new financial and
social ideas. Yet through every industrial rev-
olution, humans adapted, adopted and ulti-
mately thrived. Today’s Al wave is different in
its speed and breadth, and disruptions like
it will become the norm in this century.

For decades, the Indian IT-ITeS sector has
been the ladder to the middle class and
above, a steady recruiter of young graduates,
a constant on equities markets and a quiet
assertion of India’s competence on the global
stage. Yet, its traditional pyramid model of
mass entry-level hiring is giving way to a di-
amond-shaped structure built around mid-
level specialists and deeper expertise.

Since TCS announced

the next quarterly exam.

Al need not kill the Indian tech sector.
Global demand is rising for cybersecurity
specialists, Al operations experts, data en-
gineers and cloud architects. These roles will
not hire tens of thousands of freshers each
year, but they will pay better, demand
deeper expertise and be harder to automate.
Instead, by embedding Al literacy (right
from middle school) and advanced skills
across its workforce, the industry can go be-
yond cost arbitrage and build higher-value,
globally respected services. This evolution
comes with trade-offs.

Not everyone in today’s workforce can
be retrained for specialised roles, which is
exactly what TCS has boldly announced. Itis
neither practical nor wise to force compa-
nies to keep every worker purely as a politi-
cal or policy gesture. These firms are ac-
countable to shareholders, and long-term
strength will come from better returns
through innovation.

So what must India do next? First, we
must stop measuring the sector’s health
purely by the number of freshers it hires. The
signs of resilience will now be revenue per
employee, the share of digital and consult-
ing in revenue and the creation of home-
grown intellectual property.

Second, remember that

plans to lay off up to 12,000
employees, the anxiety has
been palpable. While TCS
cites skill mismatch and de-
nies Al is the cause, Infosys
is instead doubling down
on campus hiring and re-
training over two lakh staff

Remember that the
sector has rebuilt itself
before. From Y2K to
ERP, from outsourcing
to digital, Indian I'T has

the sector has rebuilt itself
before. From Y2K to ERP,
from outsourcing to digital,
Indian IT has pivoted repeat-
edly. What makes Al differ-
ent is the speed and depth
of its impact. This time, it
will test whether industry,

in Al and cloud. Whatitre- Pivotedr epe%atedly. What academia and policy can
ally signals is that the first makes Al differentisthe move together.

moat the indqstyy built —  speed and depth of its Now is thg time to invest
cost, process discipline apd impact. This time, it will at scale'm skill transforma-
scale — has served its ] tion. This means completely
purpose and is now being ~ t€st whether industry, redesigning curricula right
overtaken by new forces, academia and policycan  frommiddle school to higher
especially Al move together. graduate degrees, especially

Yet, the sector does not
face this transition empty-
handed. Decades of serving
demanding global clients have given Indian
IT some of the highest corporate governance
standards among emerging markets, and
competitive ability to navigate complex busi-
ness demands worldwide. The real question
is whether they can now build a second
moat: Wider, deeper and harder to breach,
based on skill, IP and product leadership.

To see why this is not a simple story of
decline, it helps to look back. The IT-ITES in-
dustry became a global force by offering re-
liable, standardised services at a fraction of
global cost, powered by an English-speaking
coding and software talent pool and disci-
plined delivery.

Even before Al's surge, this model had be-
gun to plateau. Net hiring slowed, global
clients shifted from volume to value, and in-
dustry starting salaries barely changed over
adecade. The arrival of commercially usable
Al has simply made the need for reinvention
impossible to ignore. It is, in a way, like the
moment every Indian child knows too well:
When the report card brings home bad
marks, and a tough conversation with par-
ents becomes the trigger to study harder for

across Al, cybersecurity, chip
design and data engineering;
funding industry-aligned re-
search; and making lifelong learning real. We
need genuine co-creation (and not just col-
laboration) between industry and academia,
teaching problem-solving and interdiscipli-
nary thinking. There is little sense in building
new education campuses if what is taughtin-
side is outdated.

And both the Union and state govern-
ments must see the merit in the National
Education Policy not as a political contest,
but as a chance to modernise upskilling and
multi-skilling at scale. The goal must be to
help the next generation become global cit-
izens, fluent in technology and resilient
across domains. India’s demographic divi-
dend still exists, though not forever.

Al will reshape the global economy
whether we wish it or not. India already en-
joys a reputation as a disciplined, trusted
technology hub. It is a strength we can ex-
tend to Al by investing in agile regulations
ondata and ethics, and positioning ourselves
as a global centre for “responsible Al”.

The writer is a corporate advisor and
author of Family and Dhanda

CR Sasikumar

NO more mass
hiring in tech

Al can already do nearly
everything fresh hires
are expected todo

SHASHANK REDDY

TATA CONSULTANCY SERVICES' (TCS) recent
announcement that it will be laying off
12,000 employees,amounting to 2 per cent
of its global workforce, has begun to cause
significant hand-wringing about the impact
of Alon India’s labour market. The clarifica-
tion from K Kirthivasan, the company’s CEO,
that the layoffs are because of “skill mis-
match” and not Al, however, is unlikely to
quell growing unease within the country, as
the IT sector has had an outsized impact on
India’s economic story. Itemployed just over
five million people in 2024 but contributed
around 7 per cent of GDP and accounted for
50 per cent of India’s services exports.
Unsurprisingly, therefore, the IT sector
has traditionally been the most straightfor-
ward and sought-after path to upward eco-
nomic mobility and prosperity for India’s le-
gions of engineering

vide standardised, relatively low-skilled
services mostly in support functions at a
fraction of global costs, best exemplified by
the fact that starting salaries in the IT in-
dustry have not changed in a decade. Al can
already do nearly everything that fresh
hires in the sector are expected to do, and
if the cost structures allow, there is very lit-
tle reason for IT companies to keep hiring
tens of thousands of fresh graduates each
year. It can be reasonably expected that net
hiring in these companies will no longer
reach the levels seen in the last couple of
decades, and any excess workforce, the so-
called “bench” in IT HR parlance, will be
systematically trimmed.

Third, the anxiety surrounding a single
company’s layoff decision is indicative of a
much larger issue in the Indian economy —
the fact that quality employment opportu-
nities have not kept pace with economic
growth rates and the growing aspirations of
India’s youth. Low wage levels in the private
sector and growing living costs have made
India’s middle class more precariously
placed than ever before, indicated by the
rapidly expanding use of personal debt for
consumption and basic necessities.

The advent and increased use of Al will
also change the nature of jobs that are likely
to remain relevant.

graduates, and any dip in
the employment prospects
of this sector is likely to

The anxiety surrounding
a single company’s layoff

Demand, even within the
IT space, is shifting from
entry-level testing and

have significant ripple ef- RS S support work to domain
fects on India’s economy decision is indicative of a  specialists in areas like cy-
and politics. Coupled with  much larger issueinthe bersecurity,cloud comput-
several other, more bom- . _ ing, full-stack capabilities
bastic statements by global Indian economy. the and Al itself. There is also
giants like Meta and fact that quality growing demand for per-
Salesforce on the reduced employment sonnel in sectors like data
need for entry-level engi- opportunities havenot ~ centre management and
neers and a turbulent busi- kept pace with economic chip design. While these
ness outlook for India’s IT ptp jobs are likely to be high-
sector,ananxiety-inducing ~ 8F owth rates and the paying, they will require
cocktailisborn.Inthiscon- ~ growing aspirationsof  significant investments in
text, there are three key India’s youth education and can never

takeaways from TCS layoffs
to keep in mind.

First, itis of course en-
tirely likely that these layoffs are not caused
by Al Net hiring by India’s IT giants has
been going down for several quarters,
partly to balance the aggressive hiring
spree in the aftermath of the Covid pan-
demic, and partly due to a more volatile
global economy, which has reduced spend-
ing by potential clients. This slowdown in
hiring is not limited to the IT sector. That
said, there are also other emerging indus-
tries, particularly global capability centres
(GCCs), which now employ nearly 2 mil-
lion, and the start-up ecosystem, which are
fastbecoming an attractive alternative em-
ployment pathway for young engineers.
We are not even sure what the actual im-
pact of Alon employment and labour force
participation globally has been so far, so it
might be alittle premature to lay the blame
for these cuts at Al's feet.

Second, this does not mean that Al will
not have an impact on India’s IT sector.
Historically, our IT giants have based their
offerings on India’s labour cost advantage,
relying on the hundreds of thousands of
engineers who graduate every year to pro-

reach the employment
numbers of the IT sector.
With manufacturing not
taking off as expected and the narrowing
opportunities in IT, fresh graduates, partic-
ularly from Tier-Il and Tier-IIl colleges, might
increasingly feel bleak about their employ-
ment opportunities.

The anxiety around TCS layoffs should
be seenin the larger context of the structural
issues within the Indian economy.
Mitigation of any potential negative fallout
due towidespread Al adoption on an already
stressed workforce will require a multi-
pronged approach, including a rapid, afford-
able skilling programme, a complete over-
haul of India’s higher education system, and
policy incentives to boost other sectors, par-
ticularly emerging areas like biotech, phar-
maceuticals and advanced manufacturing.
No longer can one sector take on the burden
of upholding India’s middle class and eco-
nomic prospects the way that IT has in the
past. More diversified, well-paying employ-
ment opportunities will only strengthen the
Indian economy during an uncertain time.

The writer is managing partner,
Evam Law & Policy
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Sir Keir Starmer’s declaration on Palestinian statehood sends a welcome signal
for the future. But more pressure is needed if a humanitarian catastrophe is to

be averted.”

—THE GUARDIAN

Dear Vice
President

Eight suggestions for
the new incumbent,
whoever that may be

ZERO HOUR
BY DEREK O'BRIEN

THE BEST TIME to give advice is to speak to
a chair in front of you with nobody sitting
on it. Empty chairs have arms. No ears, no
minds, no conscience. Tell an empty chair
anything and it will listen. And that’s pre-
cisely what I have planned to do in this col-
umn — give gyan to an empty chair. There is
avacant seat to be filled. The chair of India’s
second-highest constitutional office will
have a new occupant soon. The Vice
President of India, as we learnt in civics
books in school, chairs the Council of States.
Before the monsoon recedes, we will have
a new full-time presiding officer seated in
the Rajya Sabha.

Asastudent of parliamentary democracy,
let me — you guessed it — offer some sugges-
tions to an empty chair. (Will be filled on the
election of the 15th Vice President of India.)

Take ‘Notice’ of the Opposition

An important tool that enables MPs in
the Opposition to hold the Union govern-
ment accountable is to submit Notices seek-
ing discussions on important issues. There
has been a steep decline in the number of
notices being accepted and then discussed
on the floor of Parliament. In the eight years
between 2009 and 2016, 110 notices were
admitted into the Rajya Sabha for discus-
sions. In the next eight years, between 2017
and 2024, that number dropped to an
abysmal 36.

Rule 267 of the Rajya Sabha states thata
member may ask the Chair to suspend the
business listed for the day, and instead take
up a discussion on an issue of urgent na-
tional importance. Under the watch of
Venkaiah Naidu and Jagdeep Dhankar, in
eight years, not even one discussion was al-
lowed under this rule.

Stop mass suspension of MPs

In December 2023, 146 MPs were sus-
pended from Parliament, 100 of these were
from the Lok Sabha. A dubious record. For
context, during the 10 years of UPAland UPA
I, a total of 50 MIPs were suspended.

This mass suspension in 2023 was be-
cause Opposition MPs were demanding a
statement from the Home Minister on the
security breach in Parliament.

Choosing Vice Chairs

The Chairperson has the prerogative to
nominate six members as Vice Chair to
preside over the Rajya Sabha in the ab-
sence of the Chair or Deputy Chair. In the
last two years, about 30 MPs were in-
cluded in the panel to perform this duty.
This must not be looked at as a perk. Nor

can it be a game of musical chairs. Two
suggestions here. (i) Only those MPs with
considerable experience should be chosen
to perform this duty. (ii) The political party
they are in needs to be (informally) con-
sulted before names are announced.

Do not censor protests by the Opposition

Visuals of Opposition MPs protesting in-
side Parliament are not shown on the gov-
ernment-run Sansad TV. Cameras and on-
line edits of the proceedings only show the
Treasury Benches. Is this fair?

Ensure more Bills are sent for scrutiny

When a Bill is referred to a parliamen-
tary committee, it goes through critical ex-
amination with stakeholders and experts
being consulted. This scrutiny often helps
improve the quality of legislation.

In the 14th Lok Sabha (2004-09), six
out of 10 bills were sent to various com-
mittees for scrutiny. In the 15th Lok Sabha,
it was seven out of 10. In the 16th Lok
Sabha this number fell to around three out
of ten. In the 17th Lok Sabha (2019-24),
only two out of 10 Bills were examined by
a parliamentary committee.

Let MPs exercise constitutional rights

When a bill is being passed in
Parliament, each Member can move
amendments to the Bill. When the amend-
ments are being moved in the House, the
Member has an absolute right to ask for “di-
vision” (electronic voting). In the last few
years, there are multiple examples of mem-
bers being denied this right. Several MPs, in-
cluding your columnist, asked for division
during the passing of the contentious farm
bills. The right was denied.

Must accept points of order

A point of order can be raised by any
member when she feels that there has
been a transgression of any rule in the
House which the Chair has not taken cog-
nisance of. The rules state that whenever
such instances occur, members “can and
should” bring such instances to the notice
of the Chair.

Raising a point of order is a legitimate
parliamentary tactic. The Chair cannot, and
must not, look away.

Do away with birthday greetings

Not long ago, the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha introduced the practice of wishing
MPs on their birthdays. Good thought or an
avoidable self-indulgence?

Wishing 200 plus members every year,
at two minutes a member, adds up to over
400 minutes. Maybe this time can be used
by Parliament to discuss important issues
facing the nation.

These are eight suggestions to an empty
Chair, expectantly waiting for somebody to
sitonit.

The writer is MP and leader, All India
Trinamool Congress Parliamentary Party.
Research credit: Ayashman Dey,

Chahat Mangtani

A FURIOUS DEBATE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Debate
must go on’ (IE, July 31). After a pro-
longed silence, Parliament has redis-
covered its voice, and what a chorus it
was! Operation Sindoor, catalysed by
the tragedy in Pahalgam, finally re-
ceived the scrutiny it deserved, bring-
ing overdue clarity and catharsis. The
twin developments, surgical preci-
sion in Dachigam and a diplomatic
nod at the UNSC, offer India both clo-
sure and clout. Yet, amid the sound
and fury, some members mistook de-
bate for a duel. Name-calling and na-
tional interest are uneasy bedfellows,
and using Parliament as a partisan
stage weakens what should be a
unified front.

K Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Debate
must go on’ (IE, July 31). The most im-
portant pillar of democracy was in-
deed up and about after a long time.
The debate on Op Sindoor raised a
number of important issues relating to
strategy, diplomacy, deterrence and
the India-Pakistan ceasefire. The gov-
ernment stooped lower than the
Opposition in its attempts to dodge
pointed questions. The Opposition’s
challenge at times appeared bellicose
and immature, but the government’s
stubborn stand, too, was unparliamen-
tary. The most important question,
whether our forces are ready and fully
equipped for modern warfare with un-
friendly neighbours, was missing in
the debate.

Vasant Nalawade, Satara

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BEYOND STATEHOOD

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Moving
the needle’ (IE, July 31). The UK and
France, being old-world colonial
powers with pockets in West Asia, re-
treated wilfully decades ago, aban-
doning their responsibilities towards
the UN-proposed two-state solution.
After all this delay, we can be forgiven
for thinking that the current line
seems rhetorical. The crisis is above
and beyond statehood now. It is, at
the moment, more of a humanitarian
issue, and only solid action will have
a lasting impact on the ground. Our
own stance at the UN and at world fo-
rums should make the needle tick.
Abhinav Shah, Lucknow

CAMPUS MOTHERS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The
politics of care’ (IE, July 31). Though
it is correct that caregiving is the job
of the community and not solely
the job of “mothers” who may have
their own struggles, the idea of
“campus mothers” should not be
rejected in its totality. The intent
behind the idea must also be
preserved. An informed discussion,
supported by data, whereby the
success and limitations of the initia-
tive are assessed, may be the way
forward. Until then, we can have ad-
ditional support groups where care-
giving and receiving is a mutual,
two-way process. Activities like art
therapy, music, and mediation can
help build mutual care.

Aerika Singh, Chandigarh
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Why Mussoorie hotels must now register guests on govt portal

AISWARYARAJ
DEHRADUN, JULY 31

OWNERS OF hotels, guesthouses, and home-
stays in Mussoorie will now have to register
their guests on an Internet portal run by the
Uttarakhand Department of Tourism as part
of measures to ensure that the fragile ecol-
ogy of the region is not burdened beyond its
‘carrying capacity’ — which refers to the
maximum number of individuals an ecosys-
tem or specific area can sustainably support
without degrading natural resources or caus-
ing significant environmental damage.
Thisdirectiveis part of a suite of 19 preven-
tive and remedial measures recommended in
a 2023 report by a committee appointed by
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the National Green Tribunal (NGT) to protect
the environment of the tourist destination.
OnMay 8, the Tribunal took note of the ac-
tion taken based on the report in an affidavit
by the state government, and pressed the state
to expedite the implementation of these steps.

Process of registration

“Registration of tourists should be done
according to the carrying capacity of the area,
especially the available parking space, guest
room availability, etc. Tourists can be charged
for visiting the Mussoorie area, and the pay-
ment can be utilised for managing waste and
cleanliness,” the 2023 report had said.

After dragging its feet for some time, the
state Tourism Department began trials on the
registration of tourists, which was one of the

HOWADOOMSDAY CULT INKENYA
LEFTATLEAST 400 PEOPLE DEAD

A COURTIN Kenya has ordered the exhu-
mation of around 400 bodies suspected
to be of people who starved themselves
to death in a cult ritual two years ago.
These bodies are believed to have been
buried in shallow graves on the outskirts
of Malindi, Reuters reported.

Mackenzie & his church

At the centre of the scandal is Paul
Mackenzie, a taxi driver turned evangel-
ist who has been a religious leader for
two decades.

Unlike the Roman Catholic or
Anglican churches, which are governed
by hierarchies and rules, many evangeli-
cal churches in Kenya are “run by inde-
pendent preachers who have no over-
sight”, according to a 2023 report by The
New York Times. Mackenzie’s Good News
International, with its sprawling campus
in the Shakahola forests near Malindi,
was one such church.

According to the church’s website, it
was established “to nurture the faithful
holistically in all matters of Christian spir-
ituality as we prepare for the second
coming of Jesus Christ through teaching
and evangelism”.

Its TV show, titled End Time Messages,
would broadcast “God’s word based
teachings, preaching and prophecy on
end times...to bring the Gospel of our
LORD Jesus Christ which is free of deceit
and man’s intellect,” the website said.

A deadly plan

Mackenzie gained a cult following on
the back of his TV show and YouTube
videos. And with that, his message be-
came increasingly deadly. In early 2023,

he told his followers that the world was
going to end by August, and that Satan
would rule for the next 1,000 years.
Subsequently, he ordered them to starve
themselves and their children to death so
they could meet Jesus in heaven instead.

According to police, Mackenzie is said
to have had a three-stage plan: first to be
killed would be the children, followed by
the women, and then he himself would
die with the men. He was able to make
headway in his plan by brainwashing his
followers, and cutting them off from their
families and society. “Education is evil...
Children are being taught lesbianism and
gayism in school curriculums,” he said in
one videoin 2023.

In March 2023, a resident of the area
told police that his brother and sister-in-
law had starved their children to death in
the forest on Mackenzie’s orders. Officers
searched and found the bodies, after which
Mackenzie was arrested. Buta magistrate
freed him, after which he returned to the
forest and speeded up his plans.

He was arrested again after another
tip-off in April. A search of the 800-acre
Shakahola campus led to the discovery
of around 80 bodies, most showing signs
of death by starvation, and some by as-
phyxiation. Mackenzie, who now faces
charges of murder and terrorism, denies
the accusations against him.

Kenya’s President William Ruto had
said the government would form a judi-
cial commission of inquiry to establish
why Mackenzie’s alleged activities were
not detected earlier. The President has
faced strong criticism for his handling of
the incident.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

BABY TALK" MAY HAVE HELPED IN
EVOLUTION OF LANGUAGE: STUDY

IF YOU'VE ever cooed at a
baby, you have participated in
aspecial experience. Whereas
humans constantly chatter to
theirinfants, other apes hardly
ever do so, a new study pub-
lished in Science reveals.
“It'sanew feature that has
evolved and massively ex-

PAPER

CLIP

young apes hardly ever heard
‘infant-directed communica-
tion’ or ‘baby talk’ from the
adult apes around them. But
humans engage in baby talk,
featuring repeated words, an
exaggerated stress on syllables
and a high, singsong tone, all
the time. This means that hu-

panded in our species,” said
Johanna Schick, a linguist at

NEW RESEARCH

man children have a pro-
foundly different experience

the University of Zurich and
an author of the study. That expansion,
Schick and her colleagues argue, may have
been crucial to the evolution of language.
Other mammals can bark, meow, roar
and hoot. But no other species can use a
set of sounds to produce words, or build
sentences with those words to convey an
infinite variety of meaning.
The study makes a crucial discovery:

with language.

Theresearchers speculated that young
apes learned how to make calls by listen-
ing to adults. That was enough for a rela-
tively simple system of sounds. But when
early humans began gaining a complex
language, children needed more help.
Talking to them a lot before they could
speak may have enabled them to master
the spoken word. THENEW YORKTIMES

19recommendations,on Wednesday. A meet-
ing was convened to apprise owners of hotels
and homestays of the order, district tourism
development officer Brijendra Pandey said.
“We have given a live demo to the man-
agers and owners on how to register their
units in the system and fill in the data of the
tourists. This registration will be carried out in
real time when visitors checkin,” Pandey said.

Rising tourism pressure

Tourist arrivals in Mussoorie, which is
around 320 km from Delhi and well connected
by road and rail (till Dehradun), have been in-
creasing steadily. From an estimated 1.5 lakh
in 1958, the number of tourists reached 3 lakh
in 1966, and 8.5 lakh by 2000.1n 2019, the last
year before the Covid-19 pandemic, more than

301lakh tourists visited the hill station.

The rush of tourists has put great pres-
sure on Mussoorie’s physical infrastructure.
As of 2023, the registered accommodation
in the area included 303 hotels, 201 homes-
tays, and six dharamshalas. All public and pri-
vate parking together had space for only
1,240 vehicles, and the committee had sug-
gested in 2023 that the number of tourist ve-
hicles should be limited to this number.

The 2011 Census recorded the resident
population of Mussoorie at 30,118. The 2023
report estimated this number would in-
crease by 23% by 2037 and 52% by 2052. The
hill station already suffers from a shortage of
water — the 7.69 million litres per day supply
from six pumping stations and six gravity
sources by the Mussoorie Nagar Palika has
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to be augmented by water from the Yamuna
Water Supply Scheme.

Fragile Himalayan zone

The hill station, located at an altitude of
2,005 metres above sea level in the foothills
of the Garhwal Himalayas, is in Seismic Zone
IV, one step below the most active Zone V.

A2007 study had concluded that the highly
jointed, fractured, and weathered carbonate
rock mass, and the steep slopes and high wa-
ter percolation into them, create ideal condi-
tions for slope instability in the area. Many
buildings stand on slopes steeper than 40 de-
grees, and many are taller than the 12-metre
height permissible under the Uttarakhand
Building By-Laws and Regulation, 2001.

The NGT had earlier cited a report by the

Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of
Administration on Mussoorie’s carrying ca-
pacity in 2001, which had concluded that no
further constructions were viable. Dr Vikram
Gupta of Dehradun’s Wadia Institute of
Himalayan Geology had backed this finding,
saying that the limestone in Mussoorie was
weak with microcracks.

In 2023, following the Joshimath land sub-
sidence incident, the NGT had flagged similar
risks to Mussoorie and surrounding areas.

“Over-concretisation leads to landslides.
The proposed tunnel below Mussoorie is
dangerous. So is the proposed ropeway from
Dehradun to Mussoorie. The ropeway and
tunnel have damaged Joshimath... Excessive
building activities are beyond the capacity of
Mussoorie,” it had said.

Language & division of states

TN Governor RN Ravi has criticised the linguistic division of states. But language was not the only basis of
reorganisation in 1956. Scholars have long argued that linguistic states helped ensure India’s unity

SHYAMLALYADAV
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

AMID A resurgence of language politics in
the country, Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi
on Tuesday stirred up a fresh controversy by
criticising the linguistic division of states
which, he said, had turned a large section of
the population into “second-class citizens”.

“Within a decade of our Independence,
there had to be a linguistic reorganisation of
Bharat... When we created linguistic states,
alarge population became second-class cit-
izens..,” Ravi said at an event in Gandhinagar.

Scholars have long argued that the lin-
guistic organisation of states has been criti-
cal in ensuring India’s continued unity and
integrity. Here’s a brief history.

Before first reorganisation

The British had administered India with
two systems running in parallel — a system
of direct control in its provinces, and a sys-
tem of indirect control across 565 princely
states. The provincial boundaries India in-
herited in 1947 were thus products of colo-
nial administrative exigencies and the his-
torical process of integration of erstwhile
principalities and kingdoms into the Empire.

The Constitution, which came into force
on January 26, 1950, declared India to be a
“Union of States”. The country at the time was
divided into 28 states under four categories.

M There were nine Part A states (gover-
nors’ provinces in British India), which were
ruled by elected legislatures;

M There were eight Part B states (former
princely states or groups of princely states),
which were ruled by elected legislatures and
arajpramukh;

M The 10 Part C states included both the
former chief commissioners’ provinces and
some princely states, and were governed by
a chief commissioner appointed by the
President.

M There was only one Part D state, the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, which was
governed by a lieutenant governor appointed
by the President.

The reorganisation of 1956

Pre-Independence, the Congress had
supported the formation of linguistic
provinces. But after witnessing Partition, the
government was not keen on immediately
creating further linguistic divisions. The so-
called JVP committee set up in 1949, com-
prising Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru,
head of the States Ministry Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, and Congress president
Pattabhi Sittaramaya, cautioned against the
“disintegrative effects of reorganisation”.

But by the early 1950s, there was momen-
tum in many regions for the creation of lin-
guistic states. On October 19, 1952, Potti

RAVI’S CRITICISM OF LINGUISTIC STATES

ON JANUARY 26,1950

“In my own state Tamil Nadu...
people of different languages —
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada,
Gujarati, Marathi, Hindi... they
all live together but the moment
it became alinguistic state, one
third of the population became
asecond-classcitizen. It
happened in other parts also.”

R N RAVI, GOVERNOR OF TAMIL NADU

AFTER1956 REORGANISATION
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Sriramulu, a 51-year-old railway engineer,
went on a hunger strike demanding the cre-
ation of a Telugu-speaking Andhra state. His
death, after a 58-day-long fast, triggered
widespread public outcry and protests. Two
days later, on December 17, Nehru announced
the creation of Andhra, which would officially
become a state on October 1, 1953.

Less than three months later, the Centre
set up the States Reorganisation Commission
(SRC) under Justice Fazl Ali. “The greater de-
velopment of political consciousness among
the people and the growing importance of
the great regional languages led gradually to
demands for the formation of certain States
onallinguistic basis. Each such separate prob-
lem was however closely interrelated with
other problems, and any formation of a new
state necessarily affected a number of other
States. It thus became increasingly difficult to
consider any such probleminisolation...,” the
Centre said inits resolution to create the SRC.

Justice Ali submitted its report on
September 30, 1955. Based on the SRC's rec-
ommendations, the political map of India
was redrawn to comprise 14 states and six
Union Territories (UTs).

Language not the only criteria

In its December 1953 resolution on the
SRC in Parliament, the Centre had made it
clear thatlanguage would not be the only cri-
terion for the reorganisation of states.

“The language and culture of an area have
an undoubted importance as they represent
a pattern of living which is common in that
area... [but] there are other important factors
which have also to be borne in mind. The first
essential consideration is the preservation
and strengthening of the unity and security
of India,” it had said.

The final report too reflected this senti-
ment. “...After a full consideration of the
problem in all its aspects, we have come to

the conclusion that it is neither possible nor
desirable to reorganise States on the basis of
the single test of either language or culture,
but that a balanced approach to the whole
problem is necessary in the interests of our
national unity,” the SRC report stated.

Most of the criticism directed at the SRC
and the Centre was that it was not doing
enough to recognise linguistic demands.

For instance, the SRC recommended the
creation of a bilingual Bombay state that
stretched from Kutch in the northwest to
Vidarbha in the east,and bordered Goa in the
south. This was in spite of their being vibrant
movements, which could be traced to well
before Independence, for both a Marathi-
and a Gujarati-speaking state.

On the other hand, the Centre rejected
the SRC's recommendation of bifurcating the
Punjabi- and Hindi-speaking regions of
Punjab, primarily to strengthen the border
state that had already been split by the
Partition less than a decade ago.

Bombay and Punjab thus saw continued
protests, often violent, for linguistic division.
While the Centre would eventually cave to
these demands, Nehru more than once ex-
pressed his displeasure with the principle of
unilingualism.

“We do not stand for this principle of
unilingualism... Language should not be con-
fused with the boundaries of a State. It may
be that sometimes the boundaries may be
linguistic... [But] we can never function in this
country unless we cooperate with each
other, unless the Tamil cooperates with the
Telugu and the Kannada, the Malayalee and
the Marathi and the Gujarati and the Bengali
and the Punjabi and so on,” he said on August
10, 1956, while the States Reorganisation Bill
was being debated.

A success story

Historian Ramachandra Guha wrote in
India After Gandhi (2007): “Some Western
observers...believed that [the] profusion of
tongues would be the undoing of India...
Linguistic states they regarded as a grievous
error...that would further divide the states
from each other [and] heighten the impulse
toward secession”.

But quite the opposite has happened. As
Guha putit, “the sustenance of linguistic plu-
ralism has worked to tame and domesticate
secessionist tendencies.” This is in stark con-
trast to India’s immediate neighbours
Pakistan and Sri Lanka where the imposition
of a single language has been a cause for di-
vision and deadly conflict rather than unity.

The Second Administrative Reforms
Commission (ARC) report of 2008 stated: “The
resolution of linguistic conflicts was one of the
major achievements after Independence...
Continuance of acommon language has pro-
vided the basis for administrative unity and
efficiency within the State.”

Betfore the Supreme Court, questions over the age cap in surrogacy law

AMAAL SHEIKH
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

THE SUPREME Court this week reserved its
verdict in a clutch of petitions challenging
the age cap for couples seeking to have a
child through surrogacy, especially those
couples who had started the process before
the current law on this matter was enacted
by Parliament.

The Assisted Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Act, 2021 and the Surrogacy
(Regulation) Act, 2021, prescribe the legal
framework for surrogacy.

Together, these laws lay down age lim-
its on those intending to have a child
through surrogacy. The intending woman,
if married, must be between 23 and 50
years of age; fathers must be between 26
and 55, and single women must be be-
tween the ages of 35 and 45 years.

The case before SC

Several writ petitions have been filed

before the Supreme Court by couples who
find themselves stuckin the process due to
a change in the law on surrogacy.
Essentially, they had begun their treatment
before the enactment of the law, but the
new law’s age limits make them ineligible
for surrogacy.

A Supreme Court Bench comprising
Justices B V Nagarathna and K V
Viswanathan heard three petitions filed by
couples requesting eligibility certificates
under the Surrogacy Act, arguing that they
had initiated the process before the Act was
brought in.

In one of the petitions, the husband is
62 years old, while the wife is about 56 years
old. The couple lost their only child in 2018
and, desirous of having another child, be-
gan fertility procedures in 2019.

After facing delays due to the disrup-
tions induced by the COVID-19 pandemic,
they were able to eventually arrange for an
embryo transfer in early 2022.

The petition states that their pregnancy
was unsuccessful — and by the time they

sought to proceed with another transfer,
they had crossed the age limit laid down by
the surrogacy law.

The petitioners argued that the retro-
spective application of these conditions was
unreasonable, especially when medical
procedures were already un-
derway at the time the Act
came into force.

They also submitted that

LAW

gle, unmarried women to pursue parent-
hood through surrogacy, a choice that the
current law does not accommodate.

Provisions of the law

The Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021,
and the Assisted Reproductive
Technology (Regulation) Act,
2021, enacted in January
2022, together ban commer-

the age limit created an un-
reasonable classification, violating Article
14 of the Constitution, and also interfered
with reproductive autonomy, which is a
facet of Article 21, which protects personal
liberty.

Regulatory laws usually offer transi-
tional safeguards for those navigating com-
pliance during a legislative shift. These pro-
visions are called “grandfather clauses”,
which “grandfather in” certain existing sit-
uations. The Surrogacy Act has no such tran-
sitional clauses.

The petitioner’s challenge also raised
broader concerns, including the right of sin-

cial surrogacy and allow only
altruistic surrogacy.

According to the government, this
change in law was intended to prevent the
commodification of reproductive labour
and to impose procedural safeguards to en-
sure that surrogacy is used only in cases of
medical necessity.

The Surrogacy (Regulation) Act lays
down eligibility conditions for couples in-
tending to seek surrogacy. The law states
that for intending couples, the woman must
be between 23 and 50 years of age, and the
man between 26 and 55 years.

The process requires the couple to ob-

More N..r an.agazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t..azin._%890050582 (@Sharewithprﬁggper.tndranexpress.ﬂﬂm .. .

tain a certificate of essentiality, which in-
cludes proof of infertility, a court order es-
tablishing parentage and custody, and in-
surance for the surrogate.

Single women are eligible only if they
are widows or divorcees between the ages
of 35 to 45. This is under challenge before
the SC on the grounds that the definition of
single women excluding unmarried
women is arbitrary and violative of Articles
14 and 21 of the Constitution.

The SC has not taken up thisissue in the
current batch of petitions for adjudication.

Court’s questions

The government has defended the age
restrictions on grounds of medical safety. It
has said that the statutory age caps are
based on recommendations from medical
experts, and align with practices in repro-
ductive health.

Additional Solicitor General (ASG)
Aishwarya Bhati argued that the age limits
align with natural reproductive timelines,
which she said is necessary for protecting

the welface of the child.

When the ASG mentioned the risks as-
sociated with geriatric pregnancies, Justice
Nagarathna pointed out that some couples
“will take the risk” anyway. Essentially, the
Bench asked why surrogacy as an option
must be outlawed for an older couple
when natural geriatric pregnancies are not
outlawed.

The ASG responded that advanced
parental age influences both an unborn
child’s health through genetic and epige-
netic changes, and also the filial love that a
child requires for 20 years of their life.

“Rational nexus to the object of the Act
is absent by having this age bar, especially as
there is a void regarding not taking care of
the couples who have already commenced.
Genuine intending couples who had com-
menced surrogacy, the Act doesn’t care for
them and puts an embargo. Stop, no chil-
dren! Look how harsh it is,” Justice
Nagarathna said, emphasising that the
Surrogacy Act’s intent is to prevent com-
mercial surrogacy, not genuine parenthood.

.. . Kolkata
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{ OUR TAKE }
No one is guilty
in Malegaon case

Failure to secure convictions in terror cases
shows the prosecution in a poor light

t another terror case has failed to pass muster
in the courts on the grounds of shoddy
investigation. A special courtin Mumbai has
acquitted all seven charged by the National

Investigation Agency (NIA) in the 2008 Malegaon blasts
case thatkilled six persons. The Malegaon acquittal
comes 10 days after the Bombay High Court overturned
a 2015 verdict by a special Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA) court in the Mumbai
serial train blasts case, in which 189 persons died. The
high court acquitted all 12 persons convicted by the
MCOCA courtand pulled up the Maharashtra anti-
terrorism squad for botched investigation. The
Malegaon verdict is equally harsh on the investigators,
though the court has given qualified acquittals. Special
Judge AK Lahoti said: “A grave degree of suspicion is
established, but not enough to convict them; hence, the
court has given them the benefit of the doubt.”

Several questions arise at this point. One, why do
investigators fail to establish guilt in courts, even in the
most gruesome terror incidents? In the Malegaon case,
the judge found procedural gaps, poor evidence
gathering and recording (the spot panchnama, or record
of events, was faulty, for instance), unreliable evidence
and hostile witnesses. Two, why does the investigation
and judicial process stretch thislong? It has been17
years since the Malegaon blasts, and closure seems a
distant possiblity. Justice has eluded the victims, and
years after the incident, the nation does not know who
perpetrated these acts of terror. Time-bound probes and
faster trials are necessary not just to ensure timely
justice butalso to reduce the pain of waiting for closure.
Delays also expose cases to allegations of interference
and manipulation of evidence and witnesses. A review
of similar cases from the same period may be
instructive: the 2006 Malegaon blasts which killed 37
persons; the 2007 Samjhauta Express blasts that killed
68; the Mecca Masjid blasts (2007) that claimed nine
lives; and the Ajmer Dargah Sharif blasts (2007) in
which three persons died. The investigators failed to
secure convictions in these cases, which became
politically sensitive as they came to be clubbed under the
umbrella term “saffron terror”: The firstaccused in the
Malegaon case was Pragya Singh Thakur, a saffron-clad
political activist, who was elected to Parliament in 2019
on aBJP ticket, and other accused involved a serving
Army officer, Lt Colonel Shrikant Purohit. Strangely,
NIA did not appeal against the acquittals in these cases.

The guilty in terror cases have to be found, their guilt
established and punished. Itis also important that
accountability is fixed on investigators who fail to
follow due process. Committed officers, good forensics,
adherence to procedures, and insulation from political
pressure —not coercive confessions —can ensure
convictions, justice and closure in terror cases.

The law of driving
on Indian roads

ndia has the highest absolute number of road
Iaccident fatalities in the world; this moderates

somewhat when seen per capita, but remainsa
significantly high figure —higher than, say, China,
which has a comparable population but higher vehicle
density. Road accident deaths are also easily
preventable. So, the Supreme Court’s observation that
sudden and unannounced braking is negligence,
particularly if it endangers others, could be read as a
response to the high human toll.

However, if the observation, made in a compensation
order becomes the basis for wider application, it is
likely to come up against the practical difficulties of
driving on Indian roads, where one can spot the entire
historical trajectory of man’s engagement with motion
ina single reel — starting with pedestrians, handcarts,
bullock cards, bicycles, autos, cars, buses and trucks,
many often driving on the wrong lane or in the wrong
direction. Speeding, tailgating, jaywalking, lane-
changing without signalling, and a raft of other traffic
infractions are all too common — as is dereliction of
personal safety conduct. Add to this animals straying
onto the roads and potholes and craters, and sudden
braking becomes both an unavoidable hazard of and
survival tactic for driving on Indian roads. It will be no
minor challenge to penalise sudden breaking, that s, if
the apex court’s observation becomes the law. The way
forward is to crack down on infractions that prompt
sudden braking. Severe penal action is the only way to
enforce road rules, and no authority should be spared
from action, including when they fail to maintain roads
in conditions suitable for safe driving and walking. But
such action must also factor in the ground realities.

Coming up Trumps
against tariff threat

Impact of latest US tariffs
on Indian garments
exports can largely be
neutralised by playing
our cards well

ndia’s garments exports — that
have stagnated in the $16-18 bil-
lion range over the last 10 years
—now face an additional threat.
Effective August 1, the Trump
administration has more than
doubled the tariff on Indian exports to
25%, with a threat of an additional pen-
alty. Major apparel supplier Vietnam,
on the other hand, recently secured a
last-minute deal to cap US tariffs at 20%
on many of its exports — giving it fur-
ther advantage against India — while
Bangladesh, another major competitor,
is looking to secure a similar deal as
Vietnam in the next few days.

The US imported almost $85 billion
worth of garments in 2024, of which
India accounted for about $10.5 billion.
While the latest tariff announcement
can be seen as a setback, India still has
three aces up its sleeve to neutralise its
impact and push firmly towards its
$100 billion textile exports target.
These aces are concluding the free
trade agreement (FTA) with the EU,
ensuring the supply of raw material at
competitive prices, and an incentive
and reforms package tailored for
employment generation through
apparel exports.

The first ace India must play is to

expedite the FTA with the EU. Cur-
rently, the EU is the largest garments
importer with an import value close to
$200 billion. India only captures $5 bil-
lion of this against Bangladesh’s $25
billion. The primary reason is the 10%
duty advantage enjoyed by Bangladesh
due to its LDC status, which allows it to
export to the EU duty-free. If
India were to sign an FTA
with the EU on the lines of the
recently concluded UK FTA,
this disparity will vanish —
making Indian exporters
highly competitive in the
largest market in the world.

The second ace India
needs to deal is addressing
the high cost of raw material
for its textile and apparel
industry. Cotton, the lifeblood
of our textile industry, carries
an import duty of around 10%
imposed in 2021. Duties are
even higher when it comes to
synthetic-fibre-based prod-
ucts. For example, the basic
customs duty on polyester
fabric is 20%, which raises the
cost of synthetic fabric in the market.

While garment exporters are
allowed to import fabrics duty-free
under the advance authorisation
scheme, it is currently extremely
restrictive and rigid. A few simple but
far-reaching reforms can enable Indian
exporters to access fabric at globally
competitive prices, on a par with their
Bangladeshi counterparts.

First, simplify the input-output
norms and allow exporters to import
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fabrics on self-certification basis with
post-export audit, on the lines of the
EU. Second, allow exporters to import
inputs against export orders or con-
tracts without prior licence. Finally,
allow exporters or third parties to pool
inputs or maintain bonded warehouses
for multi-party use and treat sales of
fabric to exporters as deemed
exports.

In addition to these, ration-
alisation of import duties on
both cotton and synthetic
fibres, yarn, and fabrics
would eliminate the substan-
tial disability Indian garment
exporters face on account of
raw material.

The third ace that India
must play is a package of
carefully crafted policy meas-
ures and reforms for the gar-
ment sector to enhance com-
petitiveness to world-beating

Piyush levels.
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Such measures would
include a suitable incentive
scheme for the garment sector
—one thatis easy to avail and
is export- and job-centric. The scheme
would essentially function as an
employment-linked incentive (ELI) —
rewarding companies not just for pro-
duction volumes, but for the number of
new jobs they create and sustain in the
sector.

For it to be truly effective, such a
scheme should be skewed towards
large manufacturing units that employ,
say, 1,000+ workers, to drive economies
of scale and higher productivity. The

L8

The apparel sector can lift millions out of poverty, as seen in Bangladesh,
where garment work has empowered women at scale. REUTERS

government must also extend the
Rebate of State & Central Taxes and
Levies (RoSCTL) — which refunds
embedded taxes to exporters —beyond
2026 to keep Indian apparel prices
competitive globally.

In addition to incentives, the govern-
ment must fast-track the completion
and operationalisation of the new PM
MITRA textile parks. These parks
should become magnets for textile and
garment manufacturers through
world-class infrastructure, responsive
governance, and easier regulation
around land, labour, and environment.

The goal must be to make India the
supplier of choice in terms of cost and
reliability. The apparel sector can lift
millions out of poverty, as seen in
Bangladesh, where garment work has
empowered women at scale. India can
replicate and surpass that model by
consciously steering policy to favour
labour-intensive growth.

The encouraging news is that global
brands are already showing interest.
From Japan to West Asia, buyers are in
talks to tap into India’s expanding pro-
duction capacity and favourable incen-
tive structure.

This confidence, combined with the
right policy push, could help India
achieve the government’s ambitious
target of $100 billion in textile and
apparel exports by 2030, up from
roughly $30-40 billion (including yarn
and fabric) today. Achieving this would
vault India into the upper ranks of
global apparel exporters, close in on
rivals and create an estimated 2.5 crore
new jobs by 2030 — a transformation
with profound social and economic
benefits.

Ashish Dhawan is founder-CEO and Piy-
ush Doshi is operating partner, The Con-
vergence Foundation. The views
expressed are personal.

When a stay is sought on
a court’s acquittal order

n the 2006 Mumbai train blast case, 12

individuals were acquitted by a two-

judge bench of the Bombay High Court,

which gave a detailed 667-page judge-
ment. The Maharashtra government
approached the Supreme Court seeking a stay
on the high court’s final judgement. It con-
tended that the observations made in the ver-
dict could potentially affect other ongoing
criminal trials in the state. This line of rea-
soning, however, raises a fundamental ques-
tion: Can the final judgment of acquittal of
accused persons be stayed at the interim
stage merely because other criminal trials
will be affected? From a legal and procedural
standpoint, the answer is a categorical no
with a caveat about the extraordinary juris-
diction of the Supreme Court — it can pass
any order.

It is a well-settled principle of criminal law
that a judgement of acquittal carries the same
legal force as a judgement of conviction. The
mere fact that an acquittal might
influence pending trials does not
provide sufficient grounds for its
stay. If the high court had convicted
the accused in this case, was the
convict equally free to argue that the

judgment must be stayed because MR

Shamshad

other trials might be affected? The
court would have outrightly
rejected this plea.

Our legal system gives great
value to judicial precedents of constitu-
tional courts. It ensures that, where circum-
stances are materially similar, past rulings
— especially those of constitutional courts
— guide future adjudication. Just as judge-
ments affirming conviction are often relied
upon to determine guilt in other cases, the
verdict of acquittals, based on procedural or
substantive infirmities, must be afforded
equivalent authority.

The system does not discriminate in judi-
cial intervention for the grant of stay of
judgements of acquittal vis-a-vis verdicts of
conviction. Once a final judgement —
whether of conviction or acquittal —is ren-
dered by courts of record, it cannot be stayed
while being under appeal, merely to preserve
the status quo in other pending matters. The
very objective of the judicial process is to do
justice based on facts and evidence placed on
record before the court, fix accountability,
and reflect clarity under the law so that the
judgement can be relied upon in subsequent
cases, if the law permits.

Through detailed and reasoned judge-
ments, high courts and the Supreme Court
play a pivotal role in evolving criminal juris-
prudence. These rulings serve as practical
templates for subordinate courts. They
ensure uniform application of law and pro-
mote fairness in trials, be it in relation to the
standard of proof, treatment of evidence, or
procedural safeguards. The established law
for criminal trials is that these shall be adju-
dicated strictly based on the evidence placed
on record and evaluated according to the
standards of admissibility under the law. If,
as the Bombay High Court found, certain

THE MERE FACT THAT

AN ACQUITTAL MIGHT
INFLUENCE PENDING
TRIALS DOESN'T PROVIDE
SUFFICIENT GROUNDS
FORITS STAY

confessional statements were vitiated due to
coercion or custodial torture, and if such
findings are backed by prior judicial reason-
ing given by the Supreme Court in earlier
cases, then these findings can and must be
considered as precedents in other similar
cases.

From the high court’s judgement, it
appears that the accused persons’ confes-
sional statements were recorded while they
were in police custody. After those state-
ments were recorded, they were shifted to
judicial custody, where many of them
retracted their confessions on the very same
day. This sequence of events is not merely
procedural; it is indicative of a substantive
issue of ensuring fairness in criminal investi-
gation and prosecution.

The Supreme Court, in earlier decisions,
has categorically held that confessions —
particularly when retracted — must be
viewed with circumspection. Even when pro-
cedural safeguards are formally
adhered to, the possibility of confes-
sions being extracted through coer-
cion can’t be ruled out. Retracted
confessions, therefore, must be eval-
uated in light of the circumstances
that prompted the retraction. It has
repeatedly emphasised that the
phrase “procedure established by
law” under Article 21 of the Consti-
tution must mean a procedure that
is fair, just, and reasonable. Any State action,
including criminal prosecution, must pass
this test.

A recent judgement by a two-judge bench
of the Supreme Court (Justices Vikram Nath
and Sanjay Karol) stressed that the Indian
criminal justice system disproportionately
burdens the accused, particularly those who
are economically or socially disadvantaged.
In the same spirit, the Court reiterated that a
judge is not a mere recording machine. A
judge’s duty is not limited to mechanically
endorsing the prosecution’s case; rather, the
judge must actively engage with the truth,
seeking it out and weighing the evidence with
impartial care. In fact, the Supreme Court
recently remanded a capital punishment mat-
ter back to the high court for fresh considera-
tion, underlining this very principle.

A larger issue also begs the question of
whether the continued power of police to
record confessions while an accused is in
their custody is consistent with the modern
constitutional understanding of a fair trial.
The evolution of fair trial standards must pro-
ceed unobstructed. Considering the fact that
the jurisprudence of dignity, liberty, and pro-
tection against self-incrimination has
evolved, the law must now move toward a
model where evidentiary value of pre-trial
confessions is done away with. If the accused
wants to make any voluntary confession,
after the charge-sheet is filed or the trial is
ongoing, the same can be recorded as per law.

The order granting an interim stay sets a
disturbing precedent on this final judgement
of acquittal, especially when it is thoroughly
reasoned and detailed. It will, in some way,
influence the minds of trial court judges
against the principle of fairness and their
duty to act without fear and favour, no matter
how inconvenient it may be to the prosecut-
ing State. The stay order will help only those
officials who have failed to collect admissible
evidence as required by law.

MR Shamshad is senior advocate, Supreme
Court. The views expressed are personal.
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We need to fully block Russia’s war
machine... I’s time to confiscate

Russian assets, not just freeze them,
confiscate them and use them to

Administrative reform paves
the path to good governance

he ruling dispensation at the Centre has

laid major emphasis on “good govern-

ance”, which continues to be bogged

down with colonial administrative proc-
esses. Good governance would, foremost,
require a critical analysis of the existing system
toidentify and understand errors and misman-
agement. Therein lies the paradox: Critique and
critical analysis are anathema to the Indian sys-
tem, which stands on almost all “outstanding”
(as per annual performance reviews) govern-
ment employees. Criticism is taken personally,
with little or nil professional consideration.
Nonetheless, it isimportant to pinpoint flaws in
the system to be able to move towards better gov-
ernance.

Inefficiencies and inconsistencies in the sys-
tem arise from a lack of definitive processes,
rules, and regulations, which are currently fluid
and open to multiple interpretations. This works
well when forward-thinking individuals are at
the helm, but itis a major roadblock when indi-
viduals averse to risk and decision-
making take charge. The absence of
definitive processes makes the system
individual-centric. Good governance
must be process-driven and functional,
independent of the individual. With

transparency — whether in allotment of con-
tracts or approval of a project or appointments—
with rules and rigorous checkboxes. Discretion-
ary quotas must be dispensed with as they pro-
mote favouritism and create an impenetrable
network.

Digital technology and Al provide powerful
tools for truly transformative governance, mak-
ing the processes transparent and accountable —
with minimal human bias or interference. The
data collected will be invaluable evidence for
future policies and directions.

Thatinclusive, fair, and equitable governance
is possible has been expressly demonstrated by
the reorganised Padma awards nomination and
selection process, which needs to be safeguarded
with institutionalised norms.

This also requires skilled manpower; the need
for specialised cadres is now at a critical point.
With the largest population in the world and a
growing economy, a generalist approach is no
longer sustainable. An effective solution would
be specialisation at the UPSC entry
examination level. Applicants can
choose specialisations such as finance,
urban or rural development, com-
merce, power, information technology,
and stay with these departments—like

nebulous processes, ownership lies Shailja the diplomats of MEA do now — to
with individuals and not the system; Vaid build deep domain expertise and expe-
projects suffered when the lead per- alaya rience.

son(s) moved on. Thisis especially true Gupta The science and technology minis-

for administrative services with con-
stant transfers. In a robust system, pro-
jects are more likely to stay in place, with the sys-
tem operating them efficiently. India requires
administrative rules that are clear and unambig-
uous, with a professional approach to business
within the government and with national and
international partners.

Without a well-defined framework of rules
and regulations, it becomes harder to maintain
quality and efficiency, with poor accountability.

Additionally, without definitive processes,
departments/organisations tend to have poor
institutional memory, depriving themselves of
prior experience, discussions, and debate. The
loss of institutional memory and utter disregard
for historical records affect the current govern-
ment as well —departments and ministries are
unable to provide comprehensive reports for the
past 1l years of work.

Carefully thought-out processes, with caveats
for unforeseen situations, are key to developing
a well-defined administrative and financial
framework. Constant revision and retraction of
processes throughout the year kill efficiency. The
defined framework must be the rule of law, fairly
and impartially applied to all, a seemingly
impossible ask for India, where networks and
connections work more than the system. Digital
processes and e-office allow for accessibility and

try mustalso become part of the UPSC
recruitment system, albeit with tweaks
in age limits, as the entry-level qualification for
scientists is a doctorate degree. The secretary
should continue to be from the vast expanse of
government research institutes. Increasingly,
there is a need for an interdisciplinary approach
to governance; it is therefore imperative that the
science ministry becomes integral to the civil
administration, allowing connection with other
ministries that are potential customers of sci-
ence-and-technology-led solutions.

Finally, reviews and appraisals must
always be third-party, devoid of any conflict of
interest. Certification by self or from benefici-
aries can never be honest and straightforward
assessments, and are at best delusional or syc-
ophantic. Till the grain is not separated from
chaff through objective and hard evaluation,
the incentive to perform in an honest and
committed manner is limited, resulting in an
“outstanding” system with mediocre outputs.
The Indian governance system must encour-
age discerning and judicious examination of
its working. If adopted well, this will only
make for a better and efficient outcome.

Shailja Vaidya Gupta, former adviser, department
of biotechnology, ministry of science and technology.
The views expressed are personal.
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India’s space odyssey
comes of age

NISAR stands as a testament to India’s space rise —
co-building and launching satellites alongside NASA

kram Sarabhai, the father of India’s space programme had a
Vdream. He wanted to leverage space technology for India’s

development and progress, focusing on practical applications like
communication, weather forecasting and resource management. He
envisioned a self-reliant India that could utilise space technology to uplift
its people and address societal challenges. Over the years India has been
moving in that direction, realising the dream of Vikram Sarabhai. It has
an advance space programme which is world class and has used it for the
betterment of its people from weather forecasting and mapping India’s
natural resources. India yet again did that on Wednesday with successful
launch of NISAR — the NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar Satellite —
from Sriharikota.

This $1.3-billion Earth observation satellite, the most expensive of its
kind in the world, was not just a technological milestone but a powerful
symbol of how far India’s space programme has come. Developed jointly
by ISRO and NASA, NISAR represents the first major collaboration of its
kind between the two agencies.

This isn’t just about launching a satellite. It's about what it represents.
When India launched its first satellite, Aryabhata, in 1975 with Soviet
assistance, it was dependent on foreign platforms and expertise. Today, it
is launching one of the most complex satellites in the world, co-
developed with NASA, and doing so on its own rocket, the GSLV-F16.
NISAR is the first satellite to use dual-frequency radar, with NASA
contributing the L-band radar and ISRO supplying the S-band radar.

This hybrid system allows for an unprecedented level of detail in
imaging Earth’s surface. NISAR will orbit the Earth every 97 minutes,
capturing high-resolution snapshots of the planet every 12 days. These
images will help scientists track changes in the Earth’s landmass — from
deforestation and glacier shifts to soil movement, agricultural patterns
and even early waming signs of earthquakes and landslides. NISAR could
become a vital tool to counter climate change.

Indeed the credit goes to ISRO scientists for transforming ISRO into a
world-class space agency. From launching low-cost satellites and
interplanetary probes to developing indigenous cryogenic engines, ISRO
has matured into a reliable and respected space agency. What makes
NISAR different, however, is that it positions India not just as a provider
of launch services, but as a co-designer of global scientific infrastructure.

India and the US, the two great countries have joined hands to build a
transformative satellite, and it was launched from Indian soil. It signals
trust, capability, and a shared commitment to pushing the boundaries of
Earth science. NISAR may well be the beginning of a deeper collaboration
between India and global space agencies. With India preparing for its
human space flight mission, Gaganyaan and exploring future planetary
and lunar ventures, partnerships like this one will be crucial. At the same
time, India’s increasing ability to independently execute complex
missions gives it a strong footing in shaping the future of space
exploration. The success of NISAR is, in every sense, a coming-of-age
moment. And as the GSLV-F16 roared into the skies with NISAR onboard,
it carried more than a satellite — it carried the promise of a future where
India is at the forefront of space innovation.
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Police personnel marched in a farewell ceremonial parade for outgoing Delhi
Police Commissioner Sanjay Arora at the Parade Ground, New Police Lines,
New Delhi. PTI

Letters to the Editor

Unleashing India’s Intelligence Power

An integrated intelligence backbone is key for India’s Al-driven defense. It transforms disparate data
into decisive action, elevating global partnerships and strategic autonomy

odern warfare has transformed.

It's no longer just about hard-

ware, but increasingly a battle of

information, where AI-driven
intelligence is the ultimate force multiplier.
From real-time combat decisions to geopo-
litical shifts, AI reshapes defence. While India
prioritises indigenous AI/ML, its full strate-
gic potential remains constrained. The core
argument is clear: India needs a sophisticat-
ed, integrated intelligence backbone — a uni-
fied platform fusing all data, from classified
military intelligence and real-time sensor
feeds to open-source information. Without
this integration, our ATs capacity for real-
time, actionable output is limited, hinder-
ing our ability to reshape alliances and con-
tribute as a global security partner.

India’s Unmet Intelligence
Challenge
India’s commitment to self-reliance in

defence is undeniable. Our defence budget
for FY 2025- 26 is a record high, with a sub-

stantial portion earmarked for domestic pro-
curement. DRDO’s RCD budget has surged
for AI/ML, yielding successes like indigenous
swarm drones and Al-based predictive
maintenance for the Sukhoi-30 MKI fleet.
We are also deploying Al on tactical edge
devices for faster, localised decision-making,
and systems like Akashteer are beginning to
process air defence data in near real-time.

Yet, a critical gap persists, especially
given India’s historical position as the
world’s second — largest arms importer
(2020-2024). Much of our current indige-
nous Al relies primarily on open-source
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tem to translate intel-  with countries like the US
ligence into decisive or France transforms. We
advantage. become a co-developer

and strategic collaborator,
A I\_Iew Era for able to securely share and
Alliances leverage fused, real-time

Bridging this intelli-
gence gap is a geopo-
litical imperative that
will redefine India’s
strategic alliances:
Firstly, it enables
proactive deterrence.

intelligence. This builds
immense trust, enables
deeper joint exercises, and
enhances interoperability,
allowing India to play a
more proactive and indis-
pensable role in shaping

leveraged under stringent security
frameworks. Seamless government-
industry collaboration is vital for sen-
sitive defence applications.
e Unified National Vision: An overar-
ching national strategy and architecture
is crucial. A high-level apex body,
empowered to break down silos and
ensure seamless interoperability across
defence and intelligence agencies, is
needed to create a true “sensor-to-shoot-
er” capability.

India’s commitment to indigenous
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information. While valuable, this data is
incomplete and lacks the depth crucial for
dynamic military operations. It cannot pro-
vide the granular, timely, and classified intel-
ligence commanders need for split-second
decisions on a rapidly evolving battlefield.
ATs analytical power remains
limited without access to sensitive, classified
data.

An effective Al-driven defence ecosystem
requires a secure “infrastructure for intelli-
gence” This platform must seamlessly fuse
information from all streams: classified sig-
nals, imagery, human intelligence, real-
time sensor feeds, and cyber threat data. The
challenge lies in connecting disparate clas-
sified databases, overcoming siloed systems,
and ensuring secure, ultra-low latency pro-
cessing. Without this foundational integra-
tion, our advanced Al tools, currently in iso-
lated pockets, cannot provide the holistic,
predictive, and truly actionable operational
picture essential for modern multi-domain
warfare. We risk having advanced compo-
nents but lacking the unified nervous sys-

Fusing classified and unclassified data in
real-time grants unparalleled situational
awareness across all domains. This allows for
superior predictive analysis and swift, deci-
sive action, signaling to adversaries India’s
comprehensive understanding and rapid
response capabilities, thus contributing sig-
nificantly to regional stability.

Secondly, it empowers the Global South.
India’s rapidly growing defence exports,
reaching over

80 countries, demonstrate our commit-
ment as a security partner. By offering inte-
grated intelligence platforms that provide
real-time decision support — beyond just
hardware — India can uniquely empower
nations often lacking such sophisticated sys-
tems. This fosters deeper trust and strategic
interdependence, positioning India as a cru-
cial player in global South-South coopera-
tion and technological self-reliance. Lastly,
it elevates partnerships with advanced
economies.

As India develops a sophisticated indige-
nous intelligence backbone, our relationship

global security architec-
tures as a technological peer.

Building India’s Strategic
Advantage
Realising this vision demands overcoming
formidable challenges. Technically, data
integration is immense, requiring secure,
ultra-low latency fusion of diverse, classified
data. Robust cybersecurity is paramount.
Beyond technology, human and organisa-
tional challenges are critical: a shortage of
specialised AI/ML talent with security clear-
ances, and deep-seated inter- agency silos
that fragment data and efforts.

To accelerate, India needs a dedicated,
national endeavour:
o Targeted Investment: Beyond general
RCD, significant capital outlay for this
backbone is essential. Initiatives like iDEX
and ADITI must expand their scope to
incentivise firms working on secure, classi-
fied data integration.
o Scaled Public-Private Partnership (PPP):
Indias vibrant tech ecosystem must be

AI/ML in defence is clear. Yet, our
strategic prowess will ultimately be measured
by our ability to transform disparate data —
both open-source and classified — into deci-
sive, real-time action. By prioritising and
building an indigenous, integrated intelli-
gence backbone, India stands on the cusp of
a profound transformation. This will be more
than a military upgrade; it will fundamen-
tally alter our geopolitical standing, enabling
us to project power not merely through
weaponry, but through superior, actionable
intelligence. This capability will solidify
India’s position as a technologically
advanced, truly self-reliant, and indispens-
able global partner, driving meaningful
alliances and contributing significantly to sta-
bility. This is the next frontier for India’s
strategic autonomy.

(Tanmoy Chakrabarty is a veteran in public sector
transformation and former Group Government Affairs
Head at Tata Sons. He currently serves as the
Founder-Director of Chakrabarty Consulting Services;
Vanshita Garg, works at Chakrabarty Consulting
Services as a strategy and policy professional)

Muted morality: When outrage is selective

SECOND
(pinion

n Indian politics, what is not said often speaks
Ilouder than what is. When leaders known for

their vocal and persistent criticism of the
Government suddenly fall silent on matters of
public concern, it invites inquiry. This is precise-
ly what we are witnessing in the aftermath of the
Enforcement Directorate’s (ED) revelations
involving serious financial irregularities linked
to a prominent industrialist, once routinely
invoked in opposition discourse.

According to recent ED raids, the person
involved is accused of using a network of shell companies,
round-tripping money, and misusing thousands of crores.

The evidence, including documents, witness statements,
and audit reports, makes the case very serious. An entire
business empire has collapsed, with loan defaults of over
%77,000 crore. New findings from investigation agencies also
show large-scale financial wrongdoing.

These are not small issues. If corruption is truly the prob-
lem we are fighting, this should be the main focus. But
strangely, those who usually speak out are now silent. Under
usual circumstances, such material would have triggered a
flurry of political statements, press briefings, and social media
campaigns.

Surprisingly, however, there has been no comment from
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senior opposition figures who have long positioned them-
selves as crusaders against economic malpractice. The very
names that were once frequently cited to symbolise a cor-
porate-political nexus seem to have been selectively
dropped from the narrative.

This selective silence is striking because over the years,
names like Ambani and Adani have featured prominently
in speeches, slogans, and campaigns challenging the
Government’s alleged proximity to big business. But in this
recent case of financial fraud, the crony capitalism outrage
script seems abandoned by those politicians.

The silence is especially puzzling given the consistency
with which the opposition has historically raised concerns
about corporate favouritism.

One may wonder why the narrative machinery differen-

tiates between earlier incidents and this recent development.
Given the level of narrative building, the absence of reac-
tion appears strategic rather than accidental. It prompts an
uncomfortable question: was the opposition’s anti-cronyism
rhetoric ever about systemic reform, or merely about tar-
geting politically useful adversaries?

Such selective activism undermines credibility. The
public, increasingly perceptive, can distinguish between gen-
uine conviction and performative outrage.

When political parties pick and choose which allegations
to highlight and which to ignore, they risk reducing the fight
against corruption to a campaign tool rather than a matter
of principle.

This is not about supporting any corporate group. If the
charges are proven true, the law should take its proper course.
But in a democracy, how political leaders react, or choose
not to react, is just as important.

Their silence not only weakens their moral standing but
also raises questions about the honesty of public discussion.
Political consistency is crucial, especially when speaking on
issues of governance, transparency, and economic justice.

When silence replaces scrutiny, it is not just credibility
that is lost; it is trust. As the Sanskrit saying goes, Maunam
Sammati Lakshanam, silence often implies acceptance.
In the case of political discourse, it may even suggest
complicity.

(The author teaches at the University of Delhi and writes indepen-
dently on politics, governance and public policy)

PAHALGAM PERPETRATORS KILLED:
OPPOSITION QUESTIONS TIMING

India must push for ceasefire in Gaza

The humanitarian crisis in Gaza has intensified, draw-
ing widespread condemnation. Over 38,000 Palestinians,
including thousands of women and children, have been
killed since the conflict began, with recent airstrikes
leaving at least 149 more dead. Food and medical sup-
plies remain critically scarce — only 109 of the 600 aid
lorries permitted have reached civilians, while air-drops
have largely failed to make meaningful impact. In a rare
move, 31 prominent Israeli figures have publicly called
for international sanctions against their own govern-
ment, accusing it of committing genocide.

As global divisions deepen — especially with the UK
increasingly backing Palestine — India continues its del-
icate diplomatic balancing act, maintaining strategic ties
with Israel while voicing concern for civilian casualties.

However, given its global ambitions and reputation
for neutrality, India must now actively push for an
immediate ceasefire and assume a leadership role in
facilitating sustainable peace through multilateral
forums. Ultimately, the escalating crisis demands con-
cern, it requires decisive action. India’s unique position
allows it to champion a swift ceasefire and lead peace
efforts on the global stage. This move would not only
uphold its neutral standing but also solidify its com-
mitment to humanitarian principles.

RS NARULA | PATIALA

Minorities under fire again

In recent years, India has witnessed a disturbing surge
in the persecution of religious minorities, particularly
Christians, by right-wing Hindu activists. Incidents of vio-
lence, harassment, and discrimination have increasing-
ly come to light, threatening the constitutional right to
freedom of religion. Alarming reports indicate that
Christian missionaries, including nuns, are being unjust-
ly accused and charged under questionable legal grounds.

A recent incident on 26 July at Durg Railway Station,
Chhattisgarh, underscores the seriousness of the issue.
Two Catholic nuns from the Assisi Sisters of Mary
Immaculate (ASMI), Preeti Mary and Vandana Francis,
were arrested and falsely accused of trafficking under
Section 143 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), and
charged under Section 4 of the Chhattisgarh Religious
Freedom Act, 1968, for allegedly forcing religious con-
versions. The Government of India must reaffirm its con-
stitutional commitment to religious freedom by ensur-
ing that no individual is targeted or harassed due to their
faith. It must investigate such incidents thoroughly and
hold accountable those who incite violence or spread reli-
gious hatred. Additionally, existing legislation such as the
Chhattisgarh Religious Freedom Act must be
reviewed and reformed to prevent its misuse against reli-
gious minorities.

JUBEL D’CRUZ | MUMBAI

The US is an ally despite Donald Trump

Apropos of the headline Trump slaps 25 per cent tariff on
India (31st July), this move reflects the new normal in
global trade. More than trade, US tariff policy now sig-
nals protectionism and hegemony, with past deals ren-
dered transient. Even existing agreements are no longer
honoured. This oscillatory approach erodes US credibil-
ity in trade settlements. The pugnacity and petulance of
the US President have shaken trust in American intent.
Sectoral impacts become secondary when examining the
real motives behind such tariffs.

From India’s viewpoint, the US must abandon its obses-
sion with Pakistan — a failed state despite billions poured
in by the US, IME World Bank, China, and others. India
must recalibrate its response to US indulgence in the region,
especially in recognising Indias efforts towards peace.
Denying Trump’s role in a ceasefire during Operation
Sindoor may bruise his ego, making him feel India chal-
lenges US dominance in West and South Asia. It is on record
that Trump neither called nor communicated with Mr Modi
on the ceasefire — yet that is his style. We need not react
every time Trump does. Let the US Congress challenge him
at their cost. We can concede on tariffs — but without grov-
elling. India’s oil imports from Russia, its agriculture, and
MSME:s cannot be compromised. Between China and the
US, the latter remains the natural partner.

VINOD JOHRI | DELHI

Ever since the Pahalgam tragedy
struck the country in April 2025, the
people of the nation and the
opposition parties had been
demanding the arrest of the four or
more terrorists involved in the
dastardly attack and complaining that
the BJP Government seemed
disinterested in apprehending the
criminals, even after the lapse of three
months since the massacre. Though
this issue was raised by the opposition
in public many times, the Government
maintained a stony silence and
remained tight-lipped, with no further
developments reported.

Meanwhile, when the opposition
parties were about to raise the issue of
the Pahalgam murders and Operation
Sindoor for discussion in Parliament,
Home Minister Amit Shah sprang a
surprise by suddenly announcing in
Parliament that, just a day prior, three
of the four killers of the 26 Indian
tourists in Pahalgam were killed in

encounters by our CRPF! The
announcement, rather than evoking
happiness, left listeners shell-
shocked.

They are now left with more
unanswered questions than before,
particularly in view of the timing of this
crucial revelation. The opposition has
raised several doubts about the
statement made by Amit Shah, and the
people, too, are not ready to accept
the story, having been forced into a
state of disbelief.

This raises serious questions about
the transparency and timing of
government actions, further eroding
public trust in official narratives
regarding critical security operations.

Are we to believe that miracles still
happen, even in the twenty-first
century? If what Amit Shah says
is true, many more may start believing
in them.

THARCIUS S FERNANDO | CHENNAI

Please send your letter to the letterstopic

il.com. In not more than 400 words.

We appreciate your feedback.



The #

ioneer

NEW DELHI | FRIDAY | AUGUST 1, 2025

ALYSIS

How Climate Change Threatens Gujarat’s Agarivas

Gujarat’s Little Rann of Kutch, producing a third of India's salt, faces rising climate threats. The Agariyas, its
traditional salt workers, balance fragile livelihoods with ecological pressures

ujarat is India’s

undisputed salt

heartland, churn-

ing out roughly
three-quarters of the nation’s
supply; almost one-third of
that comes from a single
landscape — the Little Rann
of Kutch (LRK), which is
highly vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change in
the future. The community
responsible for carrying out
this painstaking work is local-
ly known as the Agariyas. Kodi Thakurs by caste,
they have for generations harvested salt from the
moody salt flats of the regions of Kutch and
Surendranagar

The 8000 Agariyas in this region have an intri-
cate relationship with biodiversity, ecology and salt
flat lands. On one hand the community is depen-
dent on the moody salt flat lands and on the other
hand they have a complicated relationship with the
ecosystem which is home to wild asses, migratory
birds, buffaloes and more. The land belongs to the
Forest Department and it is being rented and sub-
let to the Agariyas. However, the Agariyas are depen-
dent on rain, climatic variables like sun rays, wind,
rain for their livelihood from the salt brine. Climate
change can impact these variables and can impact
their livelihoods in the future.

Cooler nights that slow evaporation, unseason-
al cyclones that drown half-harvested pans, and
deeper bore-wells that gamble on shrinking aquifers
all pose problems to the continuity of the Agariyas
work. As the Agariyas sit at the far edge of formal
protection — many of them lack land titles, grid
power or ‘crop’ insurance and climate variability
threatens not only India’s lowest-carbon salt but also
some of its most precarious livelihoods.

Research Gap

While salt production has been modelled hydrolog-
ically, currently there is a gap in terms of assessment
of climate vulnerability through a vulnerability
framework for communities like salt pan, tea estate
workers and other marginal labour segments of India
whose livelihoods are dependent on climate vari-
ables . Our study creates such a scalable framework
by using the variables exposure, sensitivity and adap-
tive capacity into a single relationship pattern defined
as — (Exposure + Sensitivity — Adaptive Capacity
= Vulnerability).

The framework therefore provides climate poli-
cy planners an assessment structure that helps in
understanding the position of the climate vulner-
ability of each household in adverse climatic situa-
tions relative to each other in terms of their expo-
sure, sensitivity, and adaptive capacity.

This framework therefore creates an operational
tool for future climate policy making at a downscaled
level in climate vulnerable villages, districts of India

ANANDAIJIT
GOSWAMI

and can help civil society and change makers work-
ing at the grass roots in climate vulnerable commu-
nities.

Vulnerability in this case was measured in the fol-
lowing way-
® Variables used: The composite climate vulner-
ability index uses 28 questionnaire items grouped
under 7 exposure indicators (e.g., flood frequency,
unexpected rain, wind shifts), 9 sensitivity indica-
tors (eg income share from salt, months worked, heat
illness, etc.) and 12 adaptive-capacity indicators (eg
access to training, savings, solar pumps, co-op mem-
bership).
@ Data sources: An on-ground survey of 499
households across Surendranagar district, capping
responses to 35 per village was taken to maximise
spatial spread.
@ Computation: The individual scores of each indi-
cator were standardised, normalised and then the
principal component loading was done to assign
weightages to the indicators. Further, scores were
min-max normalised (0-1), then combined multi-
plicatively to avoid hiding extreme values. K-

THE 8000 AGARIYAS IN THIS
REGION HAVE AN INTRICATE
RELATIONSHIP WITH
BIODIVERSITY, ECOLOGY AND
SALT FLAT LANDS. ON ONE HAND
THE COMMUNITY IS DEPENDENT
ON THE MOODY SALT FLAT
LANDS AND ON THE OTHER
HAND THEY HAVE A
COMPLICATED RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE ECOSYSTEM WHICH IS
HOME TO WILD ASSES,
MIGRATORY BIRDS, BUFFALOES
AND MORE

means clustering (k = 3) was conducted and
households were grouped into low, medium and high
vulnerability bands; the centroids estimated were
updated automatically as new data arrived.

Some of the startling findings that emerged from
our exercise are-

@ No family is without risk: The bell curve never
touches 0, no Agariya family is immune to the
effects of climate change.

@ Most workers sit on a knife-edge of “moder-
ate” risk: The cohort’s mean vulnerability index
is 0.57 on a 0-2 scale; 68 per cent fall between
0.46 and 0.68. That bell-shaped spread means
small improvements in adaptive capacity could
tip a large share into the low-risk bracket.

® High-risk households are not a minority: K-
means results show 198 households (40 per cent)
in the high-vulnerability cluster, where high expo-
sure and sensitivity coincide with weak buffers.

® Technology gaps persist: Field responses show
86 per cent already operate Government-sub-
sidised solar pumps, leaving roughly one in seven
families to rely on diesel sets that cost ¥600-3800

FIRST
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per operational day — an
expense that spikes when
post-monsoon cyclones push
the season later into hotter
months.

Scalability and
Policy Directions:
Future Perspectives

Results of our climate vulner-
ability framework based
analysis for salt pan workers
open out multiple directions
for future discourses on climate vulnerability stud-
ies for marginal communities of India. The direc-
tions are as follows-

Scalability & applicability
The vulnerability framework studies various aspects
of marginal life and livelihood — health, access to
financial help, education and land ownership.
These factors are common to many other climate
vulnerable marginal populations and can be applied
to study their vulnerability and economic and social
resilience. As the index relies on simple normalisa-
tion and clustering algorithms, any livelihood that
maps onto the exposure — sensitivity — capacity
triad can reuse it. This scale can be modified for any
form of farming/natural element dependent means
of income easily, and further form a Vulnerability
Framework that can be used on for farming and
other marginal workers too who are climate depen-
dent for their livelihoods.

The pertinent important policy directions which
emerge out of our study are-

Policy directions

@ Close the pump gap: If policy implementation
at the local level can supply solar pumps to the
remaining 14 per cent of Agariya families, it would
move 112 households out of the high-risk cluster:
however this would mean a one time bulk fiscal out-
lay of %2 crore.

@ Credit tied to vulnerability scores: Financial
inclusion and risk hedging policies and its imple-
mentation at a local level can ensure that local
regional rural banks can use the vulnerability index
as a risk metric, unlocking lower-interest working-
capital loans for the 302 households scoring < 0.60.

@ Targeted training & weather alerts: Policies need
to be designed and implemented to prioritise
high-cluster households for adaptive-capacity train-
ing and push SMS-based “shutdown-day” alerts
using IMD forecasts.

@ Integrate inland salt workers into state climate-
action plans: Gujarat nhs current state climate action
plan lists coastal aquaculture and rain-fed farming,
but not desert salt production; hence adding this sec-
tor would make the Agariyas eligible for existing
adaptation funding and can address their climate vul-
nerability risks for future.

BAHAAR JAIN

(Dr Bahaar Jain is Consultant, ACPET; Dr Anandajit Goswami is
Research Fellow, ACPET and Ritam Chowdhury is intern, ACPET)

From policy to practice: Five years of
National Education Policy 2020

adigms related to it have been the

foundation of progressive societies.
A rich ancient repository of Bhartiya
scholarship has been acknowledged
worldwide and has inspired many
to contribute in their respective
academic fields.

Despite such illustrious knowledge
heritage, this nation took 73 years to
embrace a National Education Policy in
the year 2020 that was aligned with the
‘aspirational goals of 21st century education
while building upon India’s knowledge traditions
and value systems. National Education Policy 2020
(NEP2020) was introduced on 29 July 2020 and
is completing five years.

This allows us to take a holistic view of the
implementation of the policy, assess the conducive
changes, overall progress in school and higher edu-
cation, as well as the further scope of improvement.

Language as a medium of instruction plays a
pivotal role in the conceptual clarity of subjects.
Educationists have advocated for imparting edu-
cation in Bhartiya languages since the time we
attained independence from the British. Post-inde-
pendence, one of the earliest recommendations on
education in the University Education
Commission report (December 1948-August
1949), chaired by Dr Radhakrishnansaid, said that
English should be replaced as the medium of
instruction as early as practicable by Bhartiya lan-
guages.

However, this recommendation only saw the
light of the day when NEP2020 recommended that
the ‘medium of instruction until at least Grade 5,
but preferably till Grade 8 and beyond’ should be
in the native language. Availability of textbooks
in Bhartiya languages has been an ongoing exer-
cise in the last five years.

Two years ago, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had launched 100 books in 12 Bhartiya languages
in line with NEP 2020. DIKSHA (Digital
Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing) is a nation-
al web platform used as an education e-infrastruc-
ture where energised books (which come with a
QR code) for 31 Bhartiya languages and 7 foreign
languages are being prepared.

The 2025-26 budget allocation of 347.03
crore for Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme to pro-
vide digital books for school and higher educa-
tion in Bhartiya languages will encourage insti-
tutions to adopt Bhartiya languages as a medium
of education in the curriculum. The census
report of 2011 states that 96.71 per cent have one
of the twenty-two scheduled languages as their
mother tongue, while only 10.6 per cent stated that
they can speak English.

Education in Bhartiya languages as a medium
will make education more inclusive and augment
the learning outcomes in the coming years. For
instance, in Pimpri Chinchwad College located in

Education and the knowledge par-

g »

GEETA BHATT

Maharashtra, B. Tech students were

taught Computer Science and

Engineering entirely in Marathi. They
secured placements in top companies,
demonstrating that language is not a
barrier to success in technical educa-
tion.

The burden of the colonial hang-
over in our textbooks has eventual-
ly been replaced by Bhartiya contri-
butions.

While imparting education in
Bhartiya languages is one of the primary concerns
of NEP2020, it emphasises building a positive cul-
tural identity. National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) has launched ten
new textbooks for classes five and eight in Hindji,
English and Urdu, covering languages, social sci-
ence, science and art education. More are in the
offing with emphasis on conceptual understand-
ing, pedagogical approaches, and experiential
learning. Under NEP2020, rooting textbooks in
our heritage has been a guiding principle that aims
to strengthen our national identity.

NEP2020 has also envisaged the incorporation
of hands-on experience and skilling necessities of
the 21st century in the curriculum. Regulatory
Frameworks ensuring parity and integration of
academic and skill-based learning have been for-
malised by the National Credit Framework(NCrF).
This parity and equivalence in academic programs,
especially in tertiary education, will assist seam-
less transfer in a unified credit system.

Multiple entry-exit options for a student in a
programme in higher education have introduced
academic flexibility. To streamline the academic
credentials of the students countrywide, a unique
12-digit ID is being generated for the students
called Automated Permanent Academic Account
Registry (APAAR) that digitally manages the aca-
demic records and stores them in the Academic
Bank of Credit. This technology-assisted record
management supports the ‘One Nation, One
Student ID’ campaign, ensuring accessibility and
continuity throughout the country.

Five years of NEP2020 have brought a radical
transformation in the education system in the
country. An important aspect of taking the leap
in its implementation in the next five years would
be capacity building of the faculty. At present,
NISTHA (National Initiative for School Heads and
Teachers Holistic Advancement) and MMTTC
(Malviay Mission Teachers Training Programme)
are undertaking training programs for teachers in
schools and higher education, respectively.
Teachers need to be equipped with new pedagog-
ical methods like experiential learning and com-
petency-based assessments. Robust professional
development programs in physical mode can cas-
cade the execution pace of NEP2020. A constant
feature across the various education policies in the
country, from the Kothari Commission in 1965

to NEP2020, has been the budgetary provision of
6 per cent of the GDP for education.

The 2023-24 annual report of the Ministry of
Education states that the Centre and States will
work together to increase public investment in the
Education sector to reach 6 per cent of GDP at
the earliest. Education, being a concurrent sub-
ject in the constitution, needs handholding from
the Central Government as well as the State
Governments.

Initiatives like Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan by the
Centre aim to improve existing systems, level per-
formances, learning outcomes and bridge social
as well as gender gaps at the school level.
However, state Governments are important stake-
holder, and their lack of political will may lead to
potential gaps in reaching the goals.

A standardised monitoring mechanism can help
in effective evaluation and implementation of the
National Education Policy, particularly in infra-
structure and foundational literacy and numera-
¢y (FLN) and early childhood care and education
(ECCE). The varying level of engagement with the
policy by the states and the sheer size of the coun-
try, at times, poses a concern to the uniform and
effective implementation of NEP2020.

NEP2020 has introduced systemic academic
and administrative reforms within the first five
years of its implementation. As a nation prepar-
ing to become a developed nation by 2047, sig-
nificant impetus to education will play a pivotal
role in shaping the intellectual and skill capital,
and economic strength, of India.

The implementation of National Education
Policy 2020 across the country in letter and spir-
it will prepare citizens who take pride in being
Bhartiya, fuel innovation, develop a knowledge
economy, foster equity, sustainable development,
and democratic values and will be equipped to
engage with the world confidently.

(The writer is Director of Non-Collegiate Women’s Education
Board, University of Delhi)

IFPI and India’s Cooperative
Fertiliser Framework

“Jab mitti maa hai, to uska daam kyun
firangi tay karein?” “Jab hamare haathon
mein hal hai, to daam ka hisaab bhi toh
hamare haathon mein ho!”

hese aren’t just rhetorical ques-

I tions — they are the burning

voice of every Indian farmer
whose sweat irrigates this nation’s
economy. It is a cruel paradox that in
a country where agriculture is sacred
and cooperatives are the spine of rural
life, the prices of fertilisers are decid-
ed in foreign boardrooms. Bharat, with
the largest agricultural cooperative structure and
the second-largest arable land in the world, still
depends on Morocco, the US, and Russia to nour-
ish its fields. The irony is heartbreaking, and the
injustice unbearable.

Behind this invisible oppression lies a cartelised
global fertiliser market. Three major players —
OCP Group of Morocco, Mosaic of the United
States, and PhosAgro of Russia — hold the world’s
critical supply of rock phosphate, DAP, and other
nutrients. They dictate prices through export quo-
tas, long-term opaque contracts, and strategic trade
pacts, leaving India with no negotiating power. And
yet, India remains the world’s largest consumer of
fertilisers, importing over 90 per cent of its DAP
and nearly all its rock phosphate. The cartel
profits, while our exchequer bleeds through rising
subsidies and our farmers are left vulnerable to price
shocks.

Unlike crude oil, gold, or grains, there is no trans-
parent, globally accepted benchmark for raw
material for fertiliser prices. No “Brent for DAP
no “CBOT for urea”” Existing market intelligence
tools are expensive, elite, and seller-driven.
Subscription services like ICIS or Profercy charge
lakhs of rupees just to access data that shapes
Government tenders and contracts. Bharat, with
central role in global demand, may have a central
voice in price-setting.

We are a price taker in a world that listens only
to the few who produce. Cooperative Economic
framework is the befitting reply of this imbalance
and The Indian Fertiliser Price Index (IFPI) is not
just an idea — it is a national necessity which can
mitigate these gaps. Proposed by the World
Cooperation Economic Forum (WCOOPEF),
IFPI envisions a grassroots-to-national framework
where cooperatives-from PACS to APEX — come
together to build a transparent, participatory, and
real-time fertiliser pricing mechanism.

IFPI would track everything from global input
prices, freight, gas rates, and port data, to domes-
tic stock levels and local demand. Most crucially,
it will reflect ground realities gathered from coop-
eratives and FPOs, bringing true representation into
fertiliser economics.

With IFPI in place, India can negotiate interna-
tional contracts with authority. No more blind pro-
curement. No more hurried imports after price

spikes. Instead, with advance warning
and real-time data, cooperatives can
engage in bulk reverse auctions, saving
thousands of crores. IFPI also opens the
door to diplomatic coordination with
other Global South nations — Brazil,
Indonesia, Kenya, and Bangladesh-
building a South-South pricing alliance
that challenges the current North-led
monopoly. In the long term, IFPI can
lead to indexed contracts, strategic
futures markets, and even an indepen-
dent fertiliser exchange for cooperatives.

WCOOPEF has outlined a four-phase roadmap.
In Phase One it can pilot the system in five key agri-
cultural states, mapping district-level fertiliser
demand through PACS and FPO networks. Phase
Two involves creating a cooperative commodity
exchange and onboarding major fertiliser produc-
ers like IFFCO, KRIBHCO, and NFL.

Phase Three will see integration of global port
and customs data, enabling a national IFPI dash-
board accessible to Ministries and cooperatives.
Finally, in Phase Four, India will take the lead in
creating a South-South Fertiliser Consortium and
launch indexed trading tools via SEBI or MCX.

The economic case is clear. IFPI could reduce
procurement costs phenomenally and it save the
Government in millions of Rupees subsidies annu-
ally. It would empower cooperatives to procure
smartly, on favorable terms, instead of waiting for
crises. And it would return the power of price dis-
covery to Indian hands.

But the case is more than economic. The jour-
ney of a fertiliser molecule — from Earth’s crust
in Morocco, to Indian ports, to cooperative
godowns, and finally to the soil of a small farmer
in Bihar — is the journey of national destiny.

It is a journey of nourishment, but also of depen-
dence. If we do not reclaim the control of this chain,
we remain at the mercy of invisible hands that care
little for our annadata or our sovereignty.

Through IFPI, we can restore that control-not
by confrontation, but by cooperation. By making
data a tool of the people. By using the cooperative
model not just to distribute inputs, but to shape
markets and policies.

IFPI is a weapon of peace, of logic, of transparen-
cy — and it must be wielded with national
conviction.

And as we look to the future, we must remem-
ber: fertiliser is not just an input. It is a symbol. A
symbol of food security, economic independence,
and farmer dignity. And this time, the farmer’s voice
will echo in policy, in pricing, and in global trade.
Let this be the century where Bharat not only feeds
the world, but sets the price of that nourishment
with dignity, wisdom, and cooperative resolve.

Jai Hind! Jai Kisan ! Jai Sahkar !

(The writer is Executive Chairman of
World Coopeartion Economic forum)
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Mixed Signals

he parliamentary debate on Operation Sindoor

was an opportunity for political clarity in a coun-

try still reeling from the Pahalgam terror attack
and its military aftermath. What it turned into, instead,
was a missed chance ~ not just for the ruling party, but
especially for the opposition, which failed to press the
government on important points. The government used
the floor primarily to consolidate its nationalist creden-
tials, portray strength, and deflect uncomfortable ques-
tions with a barrage of historical whataboutery. But it
also revealed, in its selective disclosures, that Operation
Sindoor was not an open-ended military campaign. It
had a clearly defined objective: precision strikes against
terror infrastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir. When those targets were hit, India agreed to
a ceasefire. This would have been an acceptable strate-
gic explanation ~ had the government not spent years
~ and continues even now ~ encouraging speculation
that the real objective is to escalate further, perhaps
into Pakistani territory or even to reclaim PoK. Home
Minister Amit Shah repeated that claim in Parliament,
asserting that while Congress gave away PoK it is now
this government’s responsibility to take it back. In that
context, the sudden ceasefire created confusion, especi-
ally among the government’s core supporters, and gave
rise to the perception of external pressure ~ particularly
from Washington. Here, the opposition had a real oppo-
rtunity. But instead of questioning the contradiction
between the government's belligerent rhetoric and its
decision to accept a ceasefire, it chose to publicly chal-
lenge the credibility of the government’s claim on the
ceasefire itself. That was a tactical blunder. The tech-
nical facts were not on the opposition's side: Pakistan’s
military had indeed reached out for a ceasefire via offici-
al channels. India accepted ~ but only after a flurry of
international calls involving American officials and Indi-
an leaders. The sensitive nature of these diplomatic ex-
changes, especially the role of the US President who
has loudly claimed credit for brokering peace, is pre-
cisely what the government wants to keep out of public
focus. When the opposition demanded that the Prime
Minister call those claims false, they walked into a trap.
A more astute strategy would have been to accept the
government’s claim ~ and then hold it to its own rhet-
oric. If the enemy was indeed on its knees, why stop
short? If “taking PoK” was the real national mission as
stated repeatedly from the top, why was the operation
called off before that objective was achieved? Why stir
up public expectations only to back off? The political
cost of this confusion may not be limited to national
security debates alone. In states headed for elections,
especially where nationalism plays well, the gap bet-
ween promise and performance could disillusion even
loyal voters. For a party built on control of narrative,
that’s a dangerous loose end. By framing the debate
around loyalty rather than logic, the government was
able to obscure its contradictions. But by framing its
own response around disbelief rather than strategy, the
opposition ensured it gained no ground either. India
deserved answers. Instead, it got noise.

The Big Change

F I \he growing conviction among Al pioneers that

artificial general intelligence (AGI) could arrive as

early as 2027 represents more than just technolo-
gical bravado ~ it signals a pivotal moment in the hu-
man story. If AGI can indeed surpass the average hu-
man in all cognitive tasks, we are staring down the bar-
rel of what could become the most transformative force
in economic history. But as with any force of great pow-
er, the true question is not whether it will change the
world, but whether we are prepared to steer that change
wisely. The potential upside is breath-taking. AGI could
supercharge the pace of scientific discovery; rewire in-
novation cycles, and compress decades of research into
months. Economic growth ~ long thought to inch for-
ward at modest, manageable rates ~ could spike beyond
anything modern society has witnessed. With machines
learning faster, solving problems more efficiently, and
even refining themselves, breakthroughs in healthcare,
climate technology, and energy could follow in swift
succession. Such acceleration could lift billions out of
poverty, unlock abundant clean energy, and make high-
quality education universally accessible. The illusion
that economic growth alone will solve social rifts is a
dangerous one. Without deliberate redistribution me-
chanisms ~ universal basic income, digital dividend
systems, or Al resource trusts ~ the gains from AGI may
flow to a thin layer of tech elites. If society fails to antici-
pate this asymmetry, the same tools that promise abun-
dance may instead deepen unrest and instability.But
the risks, though often veiled in abstraction, are equally
profound. AGI could exacerbate inequality at an un-
precedented scale. Ownership and control of these su-
per-intelligent systems will likely be concentrated ~
whether in a handful of corporations or geopolitical
blocs ~ creating power structures that are effectively
unchallengeable. If Al displaces more jobs than it creat-
es, we risk a crisis of economic dislocation and dignity,
not just employment. Worse, scenarios involving Al
misalignment, runaway self-improvement, or misuse
in areas like biotechnology aren’t the stuff of science
fiction ~ they are now part of serious policy conversa-
tions. The troubling part is that those closest to building
AGI are also the most nervous. Many feel trapped in a
global race dynamic, where slowing down means losing
a strategic or economic edge to a faster competitor. This
incentive structure, favouring speed over safety, could
be our undoing. It is not enough to marvel or fear. The
years ahead demand global cooperation, new gover-
nance models, and a serious rethinking of what econo-
mic value means in an age when cognition itself is auto-
mated. We must shift the narrative from disruption to
stewardship ~ from who builds AGI first to how it is
shared, regulated, and embedded in human values. If
this is indeed the dawn of super-intelligence, we must
rise to meet it not just with innovation, but with fore-
sight. The future won’t be decided by the intelligence
of our machines, but by the wisdom of our choices.

Social Safety

Many schemes, such as those under the Employees’ State Insurance Act and
the Employees Provident Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, primarily
cater to workers in the organized sector, leaving out a vast majority of the
workforce in the unorganized sector. This limitation is particularly problematic
given the significant proportion of India’s workforce engaged in informal or
unorganized activities. The exclusion of these workers from social security
benefits exacerbates income inequality and increases vulnerability to poverty
and economic shocks

he notions of social se-

curity and social insur-

ance systems have their

roots in the evolution of
the welfare state concept. In
contrast, earlier ‘laissez-faire’ or
police states did not prioritize
these aspects, focusing solely on
maintaining order.

It was later that govern-
ments began to prioritize social
welfare and introduced systems
to ensure social security. Mem-
bers of modern society are ever
exposed to certain risks, which
are essentially contingencies
against which it is not possible
for an individual of poor means
to provide effectively, either by
his own ability or in private
combinations with his fellows.
These risks are of sickness, inva-
lidity, maternity, old age and
death. Social security refers to
the security that society furnish-
es through appropriate organi-
sations against these risks.

In India, where the majority
of workers have to live in strait-
ened circumstances, the need
for social security plans does not
require emphasis. But it is note-
worthy that social insurance
provides only partial security
while a policy of social security
aims at a unified approach for
the prevention of injury and dis-
ease, the achievement of proper
redistribution of income and the
realization of freedom from all
types of want.

Briefly, social security is one
of the fundamental objects of
welfare-oriented development
planning and social insurance is
one of the means by which the
objective may be reached.
Therefore, social insurance is of
great significance as it will en-
courage labour enthusiasm for
augmenting production.

India’s social insurance sys-
tem is a complex and multifac-
eted framework designed to
provide financial protection and
security to its citizens, particu-
larly vulnerable sections of soci-
ety. While the system has under-
gone significant transformations
over the years, it still faces nu-
merous challenges that hinder
its effectiveness.

Some notable social securi-
ty initiatives in India may be
mentioned here as Pradhan
Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-Dhan
(PM-SYM) ~ a pension scheme
for workers in the unorganized
sector; Atal Pension Yojona
(APY) ~ a voluntary pension
scheme for citizens aged 18-40;
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National Social Assisance Pro-
gramme (NSAP) ~ a programme
providing financial assistance to
elderly, widows, and disabled
persons below the poverty line,
and Ayusman Bharat-Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojona
(AB-PMGAY) ~ a health insur-
ance scheme for poor families.

One of the primary con-
cerns is the limited coverage of
social security programmes.
Many schemes, such as those
under the Employees’ State
Insurance Act and the Employ-
ees Provident Funds and Miscel-
laneous Provisions Act, prima-
rily cater to workers in the orga-
nized sector, leaving out a vast
majority of the workforce in the
unorganized sector.

This limitation is particular-
ly problematic given the signifi-
cant proportion of India’s work-
force engaged in informal or
unorganized activities. The
exclusion of these workers from
social security ben-
efits exacerbates

Bharat-PMJAY, aim to address
this issue by providing subsi-
dized health insurance coverage
to vulnerable populations. How-
ever, the sustainability and effe-
ctiveness of such schemes dep-
end on various factors, includ-
ing funding, service delivery,
and beneficiary identification.

Administrative inefficien-
cies also plague the social insur-
ance system. Claim settlement
delays, beneficiary identification
issues, and fund management
problems can undermine the
effectiveness of social insurance
schemes. These issues can lead
to frustration and mistrust am-
ong beneficiaries, ultimately
affecting the overall impact of
these schemes. Streamlining
administrative processes and
leveraging technology can help
improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of social insurance
programmes.

Despite these challenges,
the government
has introduced

income inequality
and increases vul-
nerability to pover-
ty and economic
shocks.

Awareness and
education about
insurance products
are also significant
issues. Many indi-
viduals, particular-
ly in rural areas and
among the under-
privileged, lack aw-
areness about the
benefits and proce-
dures of various
social insurance schemes.

This lack of awareness can
lead to low uptake of these sch-
emes, further marginalizing alr-
eady vulnerable populations.
Moreover, the complexity of in-
surance products and the requ-
irements for accessing benefits
can be overwhelming for
many individuals, highlighting
the need for simplified process-
es and enhanced financial
literacy.

Affordability is another
major concern. Premium costs
can be prohibitive for low-in-
come individuals, making it dif-
ficult for them to access insur-
ance benefits. This is particular-
ly true for health insurance,
where out-of-pocket expenses
can be catastrophic for many
families.

The government’s initia-
tives, such as the Ayushman
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several initiatives
to strengthen the
social insurance
system. The Prad-
han Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana, for
example, aims to
provide financial
inclusion to all cit-
izens, particularly
the underprivi-
leged. The Atal
Pension Yojana
provides pension
benefits to unor-
ganized sector
workers, ensuring
financial security in old age.
These initiatives have the poten-
tial to significantly improve the
social security landscape in
India, but their success depends
on effective implementation
and sustained support.

A comprehensive approach
is required to address the social
security needs of India’s citi-
zens. This includes not only pro-
viding financial protection but
also ensuring access to health-
care, education, and protection
against various risks.

Streamlining the fragment-
ed social security architecture
into a simple and inclusive sys-
tem can help serve all citizens
more effectively. This may in-
volve integrating various sche-
mes, enhancing beneficiary
identification and enrollment
processes, and improving serv-
ice delivery mechanisms.
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National Social Assistance Progral

Ultimately, a robust and in-
clusive social insurance system
is crucial for promoting eco-
nomic growth, reducing pover-
ty, and improving the overall
well-being of India’s citizens. By
addressing the challenges and
limitations of the current sys-
tem, policy-makers can create a
more effective and sustainable
social security framework that
benefits all sections of society.

This requires a concerted
effort to enhance awareness,
improve administrative efficien-
cy, and ensure the financial sus-
tainability of social insurance
schemes. With careful planning
and implementation, India’s
social insurance system can play
a vital role in achieving the
country’s development goals
and ensuring a secure future for
its citizens.

India’s social security mea-
sures are inadequate, particular-
ly for the informal sector work-
ers who make up a significant
portion of the workforce.

Some key issues include: i)
Limited coverage ~ only 7.5 per
cent of the workforce receives
monthly social security benefits;
ii) Insufficient budget allocation
~ the budget allocation for social
security is inadequate, leading
to a lack of resources for imple-
menting and sustaining social
security programmes; iii) Policy
challenges ~ social security poli-
cies are not effectively imple-
mented, and there are issues
with corruption and leakages in
social security programmes, and
iv) Digital divide ~ the digital
divide, particularly in rural
areas, hinders access to social
security benefits and services.

In conclusion, India’s so-
cial safety net has made signifi-
cant progress, but challenges
persist. Though India has made
efforts to improve social securi-
ty, more needs to be done to
address the challenges and
ensure adequate coverage and
benefits for all citizens.

To strengthen the system,
policy makers must address
gaps in coverage, ensure adequ-
ate funding, and improve imple-
mentation. A robust social safety
net is crucial for reducing pover-
ty and inequality, and promot-
ing inclusive growth. By priori-
tizing the most vulnerable pop-
ulations and leveraging technol-
ogy, India can create a more
effective and sustainable social
safety net that supports the well-
being of all its citizens.
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sumatrais
burning

umatra is currently in the

throes of a severe land fire

crisis, with an alarming

surge in incidents across
several provinces on the island as
the dry season intensifies. Riau
has emerged as the epicenter of
this environmental catastrophe,
reporting fires across all 12 regen-
cies and cities, engulfing approx-
imately 1,000 hectares of vital for-
est and notoriously difficult-to-
extinguish peatland.

The situation has prompted
immediate emergency declara-
tions. Riau, along with two of the
19 regencies and cities in neigh-
boring West Sumatra, last week
officially declared a state of emer-
gency for forest fires. This dire sit-
uation is further exacerbated by
the nature of peatland fires, which
burn underground, smoldering
for weeks or even months and
posing persistent and hazardous
challenges to containment efforts.

Adding to the regional crisis,
North Sumatra has become the
latest province to declare a state
of emergency, with seven of its 33
regencies and cities affected. The
National Disaster Mitigation
Agency (BNPB) has reported at
least 61 wildfires across North
Sumatra since the beginning of
the year, devastating over 4,400
hectares of land.

Of particular concern are
recent fire incidents around Lake
Toba, a UNESCO Global Geopark.

Jakarta Post

These fires, some believed to be
triggered by illegal slash-and-burn
land clearing, jeopardize the gov-
ernment's efforts to preserve the
site's prestigious status, which has
been under a warning since 2023.

The Meteorology, Climatol-
ogy and Geophysics Agency
(BMKG) has issued a stark warn-
ing: The peak of the dry season
next month is expected to bring
even less rainfall and drier weath-
er to several Sumatran provinces,
including Riau, indicating a
potential escalation of the crisis.

Authorities have taken some
decisive actions. Riau Police have
apprehended 51 suspects for
alleged land clearing by burning,
linked to at least 41 separate fires.
Furthermore, the Environment
Ministry has temporarily shut
down four palm oil plantations
and a mill in Riau after identifying
hot spots within their concession
areas. The BNPB and local author-
ities are actively engaged in con-
trolling and anticipating fires
through water bombing, weather
modification technology to
induce rainfall and extensive land
and aerial patrols.

However, these efforts face a
significant hurdle: Persistent ille-
gal land clearing practices. While
the total area burned this year is
still considerably less than the
devastating 2015 wildfires that
scorched over 2.6 million hectares
in Sumatra and Kalimantan,
impacting neighboring countries
with dense haze, the current tra-
jectory is a serious cause for con-
cern. To prevent the current situ-
ation from escalating into a full-
blown, cross-border disaster, the
central and local governments
must implement a multi-pronged
and robust mitigation strategy.

First, strengthen law enforce-
ment and prosecution. This
includes increasing aerial surveil-
lance to detect illegal clearing
early, implementing harsher
penalties for arsonists and corpo-
rations found responsible for fires,
and ensuring swift and transpar-
ent legal processes. The current
arrests are a positive step, but
consistent and widespread
enforcement is crucial.

voices, just as he did with such

Remembering Mario

Sir, This year marks the
100th birth anniversary of Mario
Miranda, one of India’s most
beloved cartoonists and illustra-
tors. Mario Miranda was born on
May 2, 1926. As we celebrate this
milestone, it is only fitting that
we take a moment to honor the
life and legacy of a man whose
work captured the spirit of every-
day India with humor, warmth,
and incredible insight.

Miranda’s distinctive style,
often brimming with vibrant
characters and bustling street
scenes, brought Goan life ~ and
Indian society at large ~ into
sharp, whimsical focus. His car-

toons in The Illustrated Weekly of

India, Times of India, and Eco-
nomic Times were more than just
entertainment; they were social
commentary layered with wit
and compassion.

In an era where visual story-
telling is more powerful than
ever, Miranda’s art continues to
inspire generations. His ability to
find humor in the mundane and
portray it with such elegance re-
mains unmatched.

As we remember Miranda
on his 100th birth anniversary, let
us also celebrate the enduring
power of art and satire in shaping
our cultural consciousness. May
his legacy inspire young artists to
explore and express their unique
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brilliance.
As a devoted lover of car-
toons, I earnestly request society

COERCIVE

to honor this milestone by organ-
izing exhibitions of his iconic
cartoons and artworks, allowing
new generations to experience

and appreciate his timeless con-
tributions.

Yours, etc., Susanta Roy

Chowdhury, Kolkata, 31 July.

Sir, By imposing a 25 per cent tariff on Indian exports and slapping penalties for India’s enduring
ties with Russia, President Trump has made one thing abundantly clear: Washington’s so-called
strategic partnership with New Delhi was always more tactical than genuine. Add to this the U.S.’s
fresh oil exploration venture with Pakistan ~ India’s terror-exporting neighbour ~ and even the floated
notion that Islamabad might one day sell oil to India. It’s less diplomacy, more duplicity. What we’re
witnessing is not a breakdown, but a revelation. The U.S.’s courtship of India was never about shared
democratic values; it was about leveraging India against China. The moment India charted its own
sovereign path ~ especially in energy and defence ~ came the economic punishments. This is textbook
coercive diplomacy, dressed in the language of partnership. India must see through it. We cannot
afford strategic amnesia or misplaced trust. It’s time for New Delhi to reassert its foreign policy inde-
pendence, deepen alternative alliances, and stop confusing transactional proximity with geopolitical
loyalty. The United States, once again, reminds us that in the world of realpolitik, friendships are
fleeting ~ but national interest must be eternal.

Yours, etc., N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengaluru, 31 July.
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1rade shock demands
a resolute response

SANTHOSH MATHEW

a 25 per cent tariff shock
and fresh FTA pressures,
Trump's aggressive trade
agenda threatens Indian
agriculture, exports, and the rupee.

“Earlier, trade followed politics;
now, politics follows trade.” This quote
aptly captures the shifting sands of the
India-US relationship, where econom-
ic interests increasingly dictate diplo-
matic alignments. The latest salvo in
this high-stakes game came from U.S.
President Donald Trump, who
announced a 25 per cent tariff and
penalties on Indian imports, sending
shockwaves through both economies.

Trump’s announcement, posted
on Truth Social, was blunt: starting
August 1, Indian goods entering the
U.S. would face a steep 25 per cent
tariff, plus additional penalties for
India’s continued crude oil purchases
from Russia and its “unfair trade bar-
riers.” He accused India of being the
“highest-taxing nation in the world”
and reiterated his long-standing crit-
icism of India’s trade practices.

While calling India a “friend,” his
tone and policies spoke otherwise. At
the heart of this tension is the stalled
India-US Free Trade Agreement
(FTA). Once described by Trump as a
“very big trade deal,” the FTA has
become a symbol of imbalance, with
India being pushed to open its mar-
kets to heavily subsidized American
products while receiving few conces-
sions in return.

Indian agriculture is the most
threatened sector under Trump’s
renewed tariff and trade agenda. The
U.S. dairy industry alone receives
about $12 billion in annual subsidies.
With tariff barriers lowered, American

whey powder, skim milk, and cheddar
cheese could flood Indian markets at
prices local farmers can’t compete
with. While U.S. cheddar sells for Rs
300/kg, Indian producers need at least
Rs 475 to break even. Over 75 million
Indians involved in dairy could face
economic ruin.

The cultural clash deepens this
divide. Many U.S. dairy products are
made using rennet, an enzyme derived
from slaughtered calves, and cattle
feed often contains animal by-prod-
ucts - both violate Indian religious sen-
timents. Any attempt to allow such
imports would trigger social unrest,
adding to the economic shock.

India also faces a soybean tsuna-
mi. Following the U.S.-China trade
war, over 46 million tonnes of Ameri-
can soybeans piled up. Now, India is
being eyed as the next dumping
ground. If allowed, this would devas-
tate Indian farmers growing mustard,
groundnut, sesame, and other oilseeds
integral to local agricultural systems.

Corn (maize) too is under siege.
The U.S., as the world’s largest corn
exporter, seeks to push surplus maize
into India. Indian industries - poultry,
ethanol, starch - rely on domestic maize.
Cheaper U.S. imports would wreck cul-
tivation hubs in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, and Karnataka.

The poultry industry faces its own
nightmare. The U.S. exports parts of
chicken discarded by American con-
sumers - legs, thighs, and wings - at dirt-
cheap prices. Since India lost a WTO dis-
pute in 2018, limited imports began. But
an FTA could open the floodgates, dev-
astating Indian poultry farms already
grappling with high feed costs. Ironical-
ly, that feed - corn and soy - is subsi-
dized, so the damage would reverberate
back to Indian crop farmers.

Even pulses, where India
achieved near self-sufficiency, are at
risk. In 2023, after import duties were
slashed, pulse imports nearly doubled
- from 2.45 to 4.5 million tonnes. This
jeopardized decades of investment
and awareness campaigns to promote
domestic cultivation of tur, urad, and
moong. Further tariff cuts would
unravel these gains.

In horticulture, the story repeats.
When India halved duties on U.S.
apples, imports surged 16-fold. Amer-
ican apples, with longer shelf life and
global distribution, are outselling local
varieties from Himachal Pradesh and
Kashmir in urban markets. Small
orchard owners, lacking cold chains,
are losing out.

Even cotton, a sector where India
leads globally, is being undermined.
Subsidized American cotton, supported
by price guarantees and export incen-
tives, enters Indian mills, pushing down
prices. The deeper threat is genetic.
Along with American cotton comes the
push for seed patents and biotech
enforcement - moves that could destroy
India’s traditional seed systems and
force farmers into annual seed purchas-
es from multinational corporations.

Trump’s tariffs are part of a broader,
unapologetically transactional trade phi-
losophy. He demands that allies comply
with U.S. interests - or pay. India’s
defense ties with Russia and its discount-
ed oil imports have angered Washington.
In fact, a U.S. Senate bill proposes a stag-
gering 500 per cent tariff on nations like
India and China that continue to import
Russian crude. Though likely to be
watered down to 100 per cent, the mes-
sage is clear: loyalty to U.S. policy is now
an economic imperative.

Markets have already reacted. The
Indian rupee has taken a hit, falling by

89 paise in a single day, touching Rs
87.80 to the U.S. dollar - a near-record
low. For the first time since March, the
rupee breached the Rs 87 mark. Econ-
omists warn that the rupee could slide
to Rs 88-90 in the coming months if
exports shrink and imports rise - a dan-
gerous double whammy.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has hinted at the end of its interest
rate cuts, citing inflation and indus-
trial weakness. Major Indian banks
are reporting rising bad loans, and
corporate earnings are under pres-
sure. IT giants like TCS are downsizing
by thousands, a worrying sign given
how integral the software sector has
been to India’s export story.

The lesson is clear: while trade
deals can offer opportunity, blind
enthusiasm could cost India dearly.
The FTA with the U.S., if signed on
Washington’s terms, could devastate

local industries, displace millions of
rural livelihoods, and hollow out
India’s agricultural sovereignty. This is
not just an economic debate-it’s a
political one. The Prime Minister’s
image as a strong, strategic leader is
now being tested. The decisions he
makes could shape India’s trade, econ-
omy, and food systems for decades.
The time has come not to romanticize
foreign friendships but to negotiate
from a position of strength, fairness,
and foresight. After all, a nation’s sov-
ereignty isn’t just about borders - it’s
also about seeds, milk, food, and the
dignity of its farmers. “Trade is the mir-
ror of power,” wrote historian Paul
Kennedy. India must remember this as
it prepares to negotiate with a transac-
tional superpower once again.

(The writer is Professor, School of International
Studies and Social Sciences, Pondicherry
Central University.)

If China, Russia and India join hands...

DINESH BHATTARAI

e debate over the Russia-India-
China (RIC) troika is back in the
news, with the Russian Foreign
Minister proposing that “coop-
eration would be in their interests and
would contribute to peace and security”,
raising the prospect of revitalising the
trilateral mechanism that could chal-
lenge the US-led world order. Russia has
long shown interest in making this for-
mat work among these three important
partner countries to promote confi-
dence-building measures, eliminate dis-
trust and suspicion, resolve outstanding
disputes and replace confrontation with
dialogue and negotiation.

Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny
Primakov first floated the proposal for a
RIC triangular formation during his visit
to India in December 1998. The urge for
an Asian alternative appears to have
coincided with the display of Western
military prowess during the 1991 Persian
Gulf War - Operation Desert Storm and
after. Sources suggest that the idea goes
even further to the persistent interest in
Asian unity shown by India’s first Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, during the
1930s and 1940s against the global fas-
cist challenge.

The idea thus envisages a forum
to share Asian wisdom, which has the
potential to provide alternative para-
digms in strategic thinking and facili-
tate the inclusion of Asian views in
global debates and decision-making.
In a regular press briefing, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin
Jian said, “China-Russia-India coop-
eration not only serves the respective
interests of our three countries, but
also helps uphold peace, security, sta-
bility and progress in the region and
the world. China stands ready to
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maintain communication with Russia
and India on advancing trilateral
cooperation.” Indian External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaisw-
al described the RIC mechanism as “a
consultative format “where the three
countries come and discuss global
issues and regional issues of interest.”

The centre of gravity is shifting to
the Eurasian continent, long regarded
as the cockpit of global rivalry. The
eastern hemisphere of Eurasia is rising,
increasingly outcompeting the Western
hemisphere. The RIC grouping is seen
as a natural outcome of such global
development, as these countries occu-
py a strategic position in terms of eco-
nomic strength, geography, demogra-
phy, technological advancement and
dynamics of international politics.

China is the world’s second-largest
economy, and India is the fourth-largest
and fastest-rising economy. RIC’s
approximate combined economic
strength ($25 trillion) is nearly equal to
the USA’s $29 trillion. In terms of PPP,
RIC is ahead of America. Taken together,
they have the largest land area, vast nat-
ural resources in energy, minerals and
rare earths, enormous human
resources, cyber capabilities and huge
stockpiles of nuclear weapons to chal-
lenge American primacy.

India is the world’s largest democ-
racy and a rising IT power. China is the
world’s largest trading and manufactur-
ing nation, connected to every global
supply chain. China and India have lift-
ed a significant number of their people
out of poverty. Historian Paul Kennedy
of Yale University, in his book “Prepar-
ing for the Twenty-First Century”, pub-
lished in the 1990s, claimed that if India
and China manage to raise the living
standards of their people significantly,
the side effects would threaten the

earth’s overall atmosphere. However, it
is legitimate for both countries to claim
a place of pride and seek an increasingly
prominent role in global affairs. Russia
and China are permanent members of
the UN Security Council. China already
plays a significant role in the United
Nations as its second-largest contribu-
tor, heading four of the UN’s seventeen
Specialised Agencies.

The coming together of the RIC
troika could be a critical step in reviving
the hope of an Asian century and mak-
ing positive contributions towards the
evolution of a global framework for
peace and security. RIC is accelerating
the process of moving towards a poly-
centric world as all three advocate a
‘just and rational’ new international
order, democratisation of international
politics and multi-polarising the global
order. They are members of the G-20—
a forum of the world’s largest
economies and the Global South.

The proposal to revive the mech-
anism comes when America is pursu-
ing an “America First” agenda, includ-
ing sweeping tariffs. The fact that
India and China came together just a
few days before the American presi-
dential elections in November 2024 -
following their deadly border clashes
in June 2020 in the Himalayan region
- for “disengagement and resolution
of issues in the areas,” is not without
significance. As Chinese President Xi
Jinping told Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2014, “When China
and India meet, the world watches”.

Organisations functioning in the
eastern hemisphere of Eurasia include
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO), Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank (AIIB), and the Boao Forum
for Asia - all created and dominated by
China - and have shown their value in

building confidence, and hold the
potential to serve as successful exam-
ples of alternative paradigms. All three
countries are members of the BRICS
(originally Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa, now expanded).
Based on emerging trends, it can be
said that the RIC group could work as
a critical component in enhancing
cooperation among these three Asian
powers as well as fostering their col-
laboration with other major players.

The deterioration of relations with
the West led Russia to deepen its rela-
tions with China. China and Russia have
a “no limits partnership.” In a thriving
anti-Western axis, some links are already
strong, others are marked by partial col-
laboration, and certain issues remain
unresolved. China, Russia, Iran and
North Korea, abbreviated as CRINK, are
forging closer ties and consolidating the
anti-Western alliance. China signed a
25-year “strategic agreement” with Iran
in 2021. CRINK shares deep hostility
towards the United States.

Beijing’s massive infrastructure
project called the Belt and Road

Initiative (BRI), referred to as “the proj-
ect of the century,” contains land, mar-
itime and digital versions of the Silk
Road. India has expressed its reserva-
tions about the BRI. Since the Sino-Indi-
an border clashes in June 2020, India has
turned to the US and is now an active
participant in the US Indo-Pacific strat-
egy. While India and Russia have strong
relations, the intensification of great
power rivalry in the Indo-Pacific region
is placing strains on this relationship.

The world is fraught with geopolit-
ical tensions and conflicts, ranging from
the Russia-Ukraine war to cross-border
terrorism, climate change, cyber security
threats, and transnational challenges, all
of which call for cooperation, collabo-
ration and collective action. On every
issue affecting peace, security, stability
and prosperity, working with the US
remains the most critical prerequisite in
building the future world order. Ulti-
mately, the big ‘IF’ is that the success of
RIC hinges on the improvement of
India-China relations.

The Kathmandu Post/ANN.
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ACROSS 14 Soak Britain later in 24 Two different 4 Ruffian provides 17 What monarch wears
seawater, island versions of European company online brown in
1 Perhaps cursory work swallowed material (7) (5) the capital?
for the young (9) 25 Stops short on 5 Guy involved in job (7)
(7,5) 16 Van of Amazon figure theory, oddly there is at work 18 Trump' s head
8 Drop of continental in old African region (7) (7) enhaloed in near bliss

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

perfume (7) before delivery 26 Fractious Mourinhoin, 6 Sage Derby, say, (7)

9 Picked up grass with (9) as fans out (12) eaten by parent 19 In more need of
garden tool - I'm 19 Work to keep little (7) sunshine, doctor in
resigned to it! (5-2) animal outside DOWN 7 Mixing English in sign seaside city

11 Attraction, touring window a film’ s unsuitable for (7)

Spain, is relaxation (3-2) 1 We re told any kids? (12) 20 Pastries with
(7) 21 Come into home singer’ s building a 10 To do with politician excessive filling

12 Characters lost solitary maiden leaves tree house (7) stopping as he is where toddlers go
outside after 31 days (7) 2 Painter s awful ear suffering too much (7)
in band (7) 23 One remarkably injury (7) stress (12) 22 A certain military

13 Cheer, say, with drink animated in party, 3 Hardliner wants exit 15 Gutted Estonian to group getting some
getting knocked back given drink terms renegotiated cheer up and act as heat
(3,2) (7) (9) informer (9) (5)
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

IN diplomacy as in other matters
the United States can and does set a no
table example to the United Kingdom.
When rubber was selling at seven-pence
a pound three years ago, and speedy
ruin stared planters and shareholders in
the face, it never occurred to any British-
er to get the Ambassador in New York
to represent matters to the American
Government in order that the con-
sumers in the United States might be
induced to pay a higher price for rubber
and so save the industry. But now that
the commodity is between three and
four shillings a pound, the American
consumers are feeling the draught, and
they have prodded their Government
into making representations to Great
Britain through the Ambassador, with a
view to the lowering of prices. Mr.
Chamberlain has received the represen-
tations with noncommittal politeness,
but when he comes down to “brass
tacks”—as the Americans would say—
he might quite well refer the Ambassa-
dor to the repeated answers given by the
Colonial Office in the House of Com-
mons. These answers have reiterated the
refusal of the British Government to
interfere with the Stevenson scheme in
spite of the inconvenience caused to
British consumers by the present abnor-
mal prices. It is difficult to discover why
it should now be prepared to move spe-
cially in the interests of the American
consumers, particularly as the enhanced
price of rubber is simplifying the prob-
lem of American debt payments.

LONG DISCUSSION

OWNERS & THE
PREMIER'S OFFER

AN earlier Reuter message states:

The coalowners and miners’ represen-
tatives separately considered the new sit-
uation this morning. The coalowners’ dis-
cussion was so prolong-ed that they were
unable to meet Mr. Baldwin at the time
appointed. They are anxious to know the
precise terms of Mr. Baldwin’s offer of
financial assistance before replying.

Apparently the announcement in the
newspapers that the coalowners had with-
drawn their notices was premature, as the
Secretary of the Mining Association, inter-
viewed by Reuter at 11-30 A.M., said that
the question of withdrawing the notices
was still being considered.

Replying to a question in the Com-
mons, Mr. Eyres-Monsell said that Mr.
Baldwin was still unable to make a state-
ment as negotiations were still proceed-
ing.—Reuter.

RUSSIANS IN CANTON

STEADILY INCREASING
IN NUMBER

HONG-KONG, JULY 31.

THE Russian steamer Simferopol was
signalled to-day from Waglan lighthouse but
refused to answer and proceeded direct to
Canton. Quantities of sandbags and kerosene
tins were observed on board, and also many
Russian men and women.

The Simferopol is the second steamer
that has left Vladivostock for Canton within
a fortnight. The number of Russians in Can-
ton is steadily growing.— Reuter.

ARMAMENTS AND WAR

EMPIRE LABOUR
MEETING
QUESTIONNAIRE

LONDON, JULY 30.

MR. Simpson (Canada), presided over
to-day’s session of the British Common-
wealth Labour Conference when the Gene-
va Protocol was the subject of a debate in
which Messrs. A. Henderson, Ramsay
Macdonald, Sampson (South Africa),
Heagney (Australia) and Dewan Chaman-
lal (India), participated. Mr. Macdonald
said he hoped that the delegates on return-
ing to their own countries, would keep the
spirit of the Protocol alive.

The conference decided to send a
questionnaire to each organization, in
order to secure the views of the various
labour movements on inter-Common-
wealth political relations, particularly as
regards armaments and war, and also the
position of subject peoples in the
Empire.—Reuter's Special Service.

100 ARABS KILLED

PERSIAN TROOPS
ATTACK
MOHAMMERAH
RAIDERS

BAGDAD, JULY 30.

PERSIAN Government troops attacked
the Sheikh of Mohammerah's palace
which was held by the Arabs who stormed
the Mohammerah bazaar on Friday. The
palace was taken by the Persians after
sharp fighting.

The casualties were 6 Persians killed
and 100 Arabs killed. Farther trouble is not
expected.—Reuter.
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Soured relations

The higher US. tariffs place India
at a relative disadvantage

Indian goods in the United States, an-

nounced by President Donald Trump,
should have come as no surprise to India. Mr.
Trump has, for a while now, been voicing his dis-
pleasure at India’s dealings with Russia, with re-
gard to energy dealings and military equipment.
He has also been quite vocal about India’s high ta-
riff and non-tariff barriers. These were the rea-
sons he cited in his announcement on Wednes-
day. Add to this these facts — first, U.S. Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer, as recently as
Monday, had said that a trade deal with India
needed “some more negotiations”, and second,
Indian Commerce Ministry officials had stopped
talking about a mini-deal for a while now. Thus,
the writing on the wall was pretty clear: a deal be-
fore August 1 was not in the offing. The only un-
certainty in this mix was the mercurial Trump,
but he has finally made his position clear. Howev-
er, while there was an expectation that a mini-
deal would not materialise, something does seem
to have shifted in India-U.S. relations. This is
showing up now in Mr. Trump’s language — as a
snide remark on Thursday about Pakistan selling
oil to India in the future, or he, even more recent-
ly, calling the Indian economy “dead”. Whether
this was him venting his frustration at not being
able to secure a deal with India — after calling
himself the “Dealmaker in Chief” — or whether
something else has triggered him is not clear yet.
The fact is that both sides have not budged from
their core policies. The U.S. wants India to reduce
its tariffs and provide market access across the
board and India has held firm about ring-fencing
agriculture and dairy.

All of this makes negotiating a potential bilater-
al trade agreement (BTA) that much more compli-
cated. Where government officials have constant-
ly changed deadlines for a mini-deal, they have
been remarkably consistent about meeting the
Fall deadline for the BTA. But now Mr. Trump has
linked India’s dealings with Russia to India’s trade
relations with the U.S. Who India does business
with is a sovereign matter, and the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry rightfully reiterated its
commitment to securing India’s national interest.
On the other hand, the U.S. accounts for around a
fifth of India’s exports. The 25% tariffs plus a yet-
unknown penalty places India at a relative disad-
vantage when compared to competitors such as
South Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines and Vietnam. Trade associations represent-
ing several sectors have already voiced their con-
cern. Indian negotiators will have to work doubly
hard to conclude an acceptable deal.

T he 25% tariff “plus penalty” on imports of

New phase

NISAR has capped a decade-long
bilateral effort of NASA and ISRO

T he GSLV-F16 mission lifted off from Sriha-

rikota on July 30, placing the NASA ISRO

Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) satel-
lite into a sun synchronous orbit. The ascent
capped a decade-long bilateral effort and opened
anew phase in global earth observation coopera-
tion. NISAR is a 2.8-tonne observatory that com-
bines a NASA-built L-band radar with an ISRO-
made S-band radar — also a first. They allow NI-
SAR to detect surface changes measuring only a
few centimetres, even through clouds and vege-
tation. NISAR will supply freely accessible data
on ground deformation, glacier flow, biomass,
land use changes, and sea ice dynamics. As its
dawn-dusk orbit repeats every 12 days, its radars
will be able to revisit the same point under nearly
identical lighting conditions. This geometry, cou-
pled with a duty cycle exceeding 50% in the L-
band, has been designed to yield closely spaced
time series observations that can quantify geolog-
ical processes. Indeed, its various engineering
firsts lead up to NISAR’s unusually broad science
agenda: map mangrove extent, urban subsi-
dence, crop-soil interactions, and calving rates in
polar ice shelves in a single orbital cycle. Its data
could help support the Sendai Framework on re-
ducing disaster risk and refine IPCC models.

For ISRO, flying a flagship payload on the GSLV
Mk II rocket is notable for a vehicle once dubbed
“naughty boy” for its early-career setbacks. The
ISRO-NASA partnership would also have eased
technology transfer between the two countries.
Developing the S-band radar would have de-
manded tighter tolerances in radiofrequency
electronics, thermal stability, and data through-
put than previous Indian satellites. From a diplo-
matic standpoint, the launch confirms that India
can be trusted with high-value hardware and de-
manding integration schedules, although it is still
learning to shape joint missions on equal terms.
The 12-metre reflector, the Ka band downlink,
and much of the flight software stack were im-
ported, and the key design reviews were led by
NASA. Achieving parity will require larger dom-
estic investments in advanced materials, deep-
space communications, and systems engineering
plus earlier Indian involvement in framing the
scientific agenda of future multilateral missions.
NISAR’s data downlink rate also presents a chal-
lenge. ISRO must expand its Ka-band ground net-
work, automate cloud-based processing, and re-
lease analysis-ready products within hours if
state agencies are to make timely use of the data.
Sustaining the time-wise data will also depend on
authorising follow-on SAR spacecraft before
2030 and finalising data-sharing rules that en-
courage private analytics while protecting sensi-
tive scenes. Addressing these gaps will determine
how fully NISAR’s potential is realised in India.

CM
K

Nudges from the Court, silence from the commission

he Supreme Court of India speaks in

questions. Sometimes softly,

sometimes sharply. In its hearings on

the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
conducted by the Election Commission of India
(ECI) in Bihar, the Court has asked what many in
the country were thinking: Why was there a
sudden need for fresh documentation? Why now?
And what happens to the millions who cannot
comply? Yet, the Court got a response from the
ECI that did not address the underlying concern.
The ECI insists that this is a technical revision.
But the reality on the ground, and the
implications of its policy, tell a very different
story.

The SIR in Bihar requires every voter to submit
new proof of citizenship — within one month — or
face removal from the voter list. The stated intent
is accuracy. But the effect is exclusion. This is not
administrative housekeeping. It is an ideological
shift in the treatment of citizens: from presumed
inclusion to presumptive exclusion. This shift
marks a deep departure from the constitutional
vision of universal adult franchise.

Turning away from constitutional promises
When India became a republic, it did something
radical: it gave the vote to all adults, regardless of
literacy, income, caste or gender. The Constituent
Assembly debated this extensively. Many
Members doubted whether the country was
ready. But Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, among others,
insisted that political equality must come first as a
prelude to achieving social and economic
equality.

That principle was translated into practice by
the first Chief Election Commissioner (CEC),
Sukumar Sen (March 21, 1950-December 18, 1958).
Faced with 173 million potential voters, most of
them illiterate, he innovated. He introduced
voting symbols and designed processes that made
participation easy, not difficult. India’s first
elections were not perfect, but they were
inclusive. In contrast, the revision in Bihar by
India’s 26th CEC, Gyanesh Kumar, is the opposite.
By demanding rare documents such as birth
certificates and passports — held by only a small
fraction of the population, the ECI is setting a bar
that millions cannot meet. Aadhaar cards and
ration cards, widely held by the poor, are not
accepted. In Bihar, over 65 lakh people may now
be at risk of disenfranchisement.

This is not an isolated event. We saw a similar
exercise in Assam. The classification of
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lungi-wearing, Bengali-speaking Muslim
inhabitants as “D-voters” (doubtful voters) by the
officers of the Election Commission, turned
thousands into stateless persons. Many found
themselves pleading before foreigners’ tribunals,
facing hostile bureaucracies and with no real
opportunity to prove citizenship. With tribunals
declaring them as foreigners and with no country
ready to accept them, many have been just
forcibly thrown away across India’s borders, as
unwanted human detritus.

Bihar is at risk of repeating that mistake. The
State is poor, flood-prone, and infrastructurally
weak. A rigid document deadline during the
monsoon season is not just poor planning. It is a
barrier, intentionally or otherwise, for the poor
and the marginalised to access the ballot box. The
burden of proof has now shifted. Citizens must
prove that they belong, rather than the state
proving they do not. This reversal may seem
technical, but its moral and democratic cost is
immense.

Historical lessons and warnings

There are disturbing echoes here of the Jim Crow
era in the United States (late 19th century to the
mid-20th century), where African-American
voters were disenfranchised through literacy
tests, poll taxes and administrative obstructions.
The veneer was legal; the purpose was political. It
took federal intervention and landmark rulings
such as Reynolds vs Sims (1964) and the Voting
Rights Act 1965 to restore the right to vote as a
true universal right.

India has similar legal protections. Supreme
Court rulings such as Md. Rahim Ali vs State of
Assam (2024) and Lal Babu Hussein vs Electoral
Registration Officer (1995) have made it clear:
disenfranchisement without due process is
unconstitutional. Citizenship cannot be revoked
or denied arbitrarily. Yet, here we are again —
requiring the most vulnerable to navigate a
process stacked against them.

The Court, during its hearing, asked pointed
questions about the humanitarian consequences
of the ECI’s actions. But the ECI’s response has
been administrative, not empathetic. It continues
to insist on timelines and technicalities, without
addressing the social reality.

The ECI’s constitutional mandate is not merely
to maintain clean lists. It is to ensure free and fair
elections. This means enabling the right to vote —
not erecting barriers to it. In this, the ECI is
failing. And the Court, while alert, must decide

whether it will continue nudging it or start
directing it. A soft caution is not enough when
millions face disenfranchisement.

If this continues unchecked, we are entering
dangerous territory. Voting could become a
privilege of the documented middle class —
urban, salaried, tech-savvy —while the poor, the
displaced, and the undocumented are left
behind. We risk creating two Indias: one with
voting rights and one without. Political parties
will then cater only to those who count — literally.
Those without votes will be ignored in
policymaking, welfare and justice. We are not just
talking about voter lists here. We are talking
about power — Who gets it. Who keeps it. And
who is kept out of it.

A quiet Emergency

There is no need for tanks on the street to declare
an emergency. A quiet one is already here. It
arrives through missing names, unmet deadlines
and unanswered questions. It arrives when state
machinery treats citizenship as a favour, not a
right. This moment calls for resistance — not just
from the Court, but from citizens, civil society
and Parliament. We must reclaim the principle
that the right to vote belongs to the people, not
the paperwork. Sadak, samaj and Supreme Court
must loudly proclaim that Mother India belongs
to all her children and that she does not
discriminate on a religious or economic basis
when her protection is sought.

As historian Ornit Shani reminds us in the
book, How India Became Democratic, universal
franchise was not an administrative accident, it
was an imaginative leap. Bureaucrats and citizens
together transformed a colonial mindset into a
democratic one. That achievement must not be
undone in the name of vigilance.

The ECI must remember that elections are not
entrance examinations. They are acts of
belonging. And in a democracy, you do not have
to prove you belong. You vote because you are a
citizen. And you are a citizen because the
Constitution says so, not because you can find
your birth certificate.

The vote is not a mere document. It is a
declaration: that we are all equal. That one man
has one vote and one vote has one value. That
even if I have one vote out of 1.4 billion votes, it is
an equal share in the republic, in which I and
every Indian are equal participants. That right of
ownership and participation is what is now at
stake.

Transforming early childhood care and education

has ushered in transformative changes in

the educational landscape of India,
particularly in the field of Early Childhood Care
and Education (ECCE). While private schools
have had nursery classes for long, government
schools have historically admitted children only
from Class one, thus sowing the seeds of inequity
even before the start of schooling. By paving the
way for the opening of preschool classes for 3-6
year olds in government schools — previously
catered to only by Anganwadis in the public
sector — the NEP has initiated a long-overdue
structural transformation towards equity.

There are three key structural shifts in the
ECCE sector, driven by the NEP, with each one
unfolding at a different pace. Understanding
these shifts and preparing for them is crucial in
ensuring quality early childhood care and
education for the nation’s children.

T he National Education Policy 2020 (NEP)

An expansion

First, the expansion of the ECCE sector. A
significant but often underappreciated shift is the
anticipated growth of the ECCE sector by 2030,
the target year for its universalisation. For
decades, the public sector’s ECCE infrastructure
had stagnated at approximately 14 lakh
Anganwadi centres. This is now set to expand
significantly. With the NEP paving the way for
three preschool classes (Balvatika-1,2,3) in
government schools, the number of public ECCE
classes will increase significantly. This will have
substantial implications for personnel
management, including the financing,
recruitment, training and deployment of skilled
ECCE providers.

The Ministry of Education has already begun
allocating budgets under the Samagra Shiksha
scheme for the ECCE. Many States and Union
Territories (UTs) have begun utilising this
provision to introduce preschool classes in
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government schools. But, some have not begun
to use this provision, while others have
under-utilised it with some training or material
being added, without starting additional classes.
The extent and manner of this utilisation needs to
be tracked.

Migration from anganwadis

The second shift is the growing emphasis on
education when compared to other ECCE
services such as health and nutrition. This trend
is already visible in the Union Territory of Dadra
and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu, where the
Union Territory has introduced a preschool class
in all its primary schools, prioritising the
admission of 4-6 year olds. This has resulted in a
substantial migration of this age group from
Anganwadis to schools.

Data shows that parents have overwhelmingly
preferred preschool classes in schools over
Anganwadis, when given both options. This
migration is largely driven by the perception that
schools offer better educational opportunities. As
a result, the traditional image of Anganwadis as
vibrant centres filled with toddlers is now at risk
as more government schools open preschool
classes, and children in the 3-6 year age group
move out of Anganwadis to schools.

The Anganwadi system must adapt by
emphasising education as a part of its ECCE
services. The Ministry of Women and Child
Development’s ‘Poshan bhi Padhai bhi’ initiative
is a timely step. However, its success depends on
tangible implementation at the ground level,
targeting an increase in measurable indicators
such as the time spent by an Anganwadi worker
on educational activities.

While schools cater to this demand, they need
to be aware of the risks of excessive
‘schoolification’ of pre-schooling. They need to
retain play at the centre of this education, in
order to focus on the breadth of skills, instead of

focusing on the narrower skills of reading and
writing in the pre-school classes.

The critical role of home visits

Third, the potentially most transformative shift is
the possible reorientation of the Anganwadi
system to focus on children aged 0-3 years
through home visits, rather than focusing on 3-6
year olds attending the centres. Research, such as
the ‘Perry Preschool at 50’ study in the United
States and the Yale university study in Odisha
done in collaboration with Pratham, highlights
the critical role of home visits in early childhood
development programmes.

In India, policymakers such as V. K. Paul
(Member, NITI Aayog) and N.C. Saxena (IAS,
retired ) have long advocated focusing on
0-3-year olds within the Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS) framework, given
the disproportionate developmental benefits
during this stage. While the Prime Minister’s
Overarching Scheme For Holistic Nourishment
(POSHAN) Abhiyan has emphasised the
importance of the first 1,000 days of life,
implementation challenges persist.
Overburdened Anganwadi workers naturally
focus on 3-6 year olds who are physically present
at the centres, leaving limited scope for
individualised services to 0-3 year olds through
home visits.

If government schools assume responsibility
over 3-6 year-olds, we have a unique opportunity
where the Anganwadi system could redirect its
focus towards 0-3 year olds, along with the care
of pregnant and lactating mothers, through more
intensive home visits.

This shift, if realised, would mark a truly
transformative change in India’s ECCE
framework. The seeds for this transition have
already been sown in the NEP 2020.

The views expressed are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Trump’s tariff tirade

The U.S. President’s “25%
tariffs from Friday plus a
penalty” may not have been
unexpected as Mr. Trump
has given many hints about
his disapproval of India’s
dealings with Russia.
However, his comment that
India and Russia can take
their “dead economies
down together” is shocking
and reflects an unexplained
contempt for both nations.
As if this was not enough,
his additional remark, of a
U.S.-Pakistan oil reserve
deal and the possible sale
of this oil India “some day!”,
is akin to adding insult to
injury to India’s self-respect
and national pride. The

Government of India’s
response has been strangely
meek and timid.

S.K. Choudhury,

Bengaluru

Debate in Parliament
‘Operation Sindoor’ is over
and the Prime Minister, in
his recent speech in
Parliament, dwelt at length
on the action taken.
Therefore, it is unfortunate
that the Congress leader
and Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha is now attempting to
tarnish ‘Operation Sindoor’
with his repeated
questioning of the ceasefire.
One expects a better
standard of debate in

Parliament from the
Opposition.

Mani Nataraajan,
Chennai

Arrest of nuns

The arrest of the nuns in
Chhattisgarh under
‘trafficking and conversion
charges’ reeks more of
communal vigilantism than
credible law enforcement.
When the kin of the tribal
girls themselves deny
coercion, the justification
collapses. Anti-conversion
laws, ostensibly to prevent
forced conversions, are
being misused to
criminalise legitimate acts
of charity, employment or
faith. This is not

governance. It is
harassment, weaponised.
When constitutional
freedoms are at the mercy
of fringe complaints and
political appeasement, we
risk replacing rule of law
with rule by mob. The state
must protect rights, not
undermine them under
pressure from ideological
groups.

K. Chidanand Kumar,
Bengaluru

Appeasement politics in
Kerala and divisive politics
in North India, with an eye
on the vote bank, is the
tactic the ruling party at the
Centre is indulging in to win
elections. Rather than

shedding crocodile tears
and expressing
well-rehearsed anguish,
State leaders from this
national party must walk
the talk. .

Dr. Biju C. Mathew,
Thiruvananthapuram

Poverty, illiteracy and
ailment are three prominent
causes which are used by
missionaries. The moot
question is this: why were
the tribal girls being taken
to a place hundreds of
kilometres away from
Chhattisgarh? To debunk
the arrests as communal
vigilantism is lopsided.
Ravi Mathur,

Noida, Uttar Pradesh

Honour killing

Despite constitutional
protections, it is evident
that governments, central
and State, have not shown
a commitment to enacting
legislation against honour
killings, largely due to vote
bank politics. Since societal
beliefs in ‘caste supremacy’
are the root cause of these
crimes, civil society has a
responsibility to work
collaboratively with the
government to eliminate
the illusion of ‘caste pride’
and ensure social harmony.

C. Raghavan,
Chennai

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the postal address.
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Can the ICJ ruling force rich nations to pay for historical emissions?

PARLEY

n July 23, the International Court of
Justice (IC]) issued a landmark
advisory opinion reaffirming states’
legal obligations to mitigate climate
change. The court emphasised that countries
are required to reduce their greenhouse gases
(GHG) emissions and support vulnerable
nations. The ruling has sparked debates over
sovereignty, enforcement, and global equity.
Can the ICJ ruling force rich nations to pay for
historical emissions? Ted Nordhaus and Anand
Grover discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Kunal Shankar. Edited excerpts:

What are your thoughts on the ICJ’s ruling?

Ted Nordhaus: There are a set of problems
here. If you’re saying international law could
eventually impose obligations or criminal
proceedings against nations responsible for
emissions and resulting climate impacts... sure,
in theory. But for that to materialise, we would
need clear impacts — driven not just by climate
variability but by climate change. You would
have to detect trends in underlying physical
phenomena and attribute those specifically to
climate change. But with global warming around
1-1.5°C, we don’t yet have strong anthropogenic
signals in most events. Yes, the planet has
warmed, but it is amplifying existing
phenomena, not creating entirely new ones.
Then there is the question of consequences —
how many people are in harm’s way?
Populations are moving into coastal zones for
economic opportunity, not away from them. All
this makes adjudicating these cases difficult. 'm
sceptical that this will result in compelling or
actionable international legal findings.

Anand Grover: The ICJ opinion is a legal
statement, not an enforceable judgment. It
doesn’t allow states or individuals to easily show
causality between a state’s inaction and specific

Steam rises from the cooling towers of coal power blocks in Neurath,

Germany. REUTERS

harm. That linkage is hard to prove. Say you
want to show that a state failed to act and that
caused a temperature rise of 1.5°C — how do you
prove that link? And as Ted mentioned, these
events would likely have occurred regardless,
though climate change may exacerbate them.
Also, the structural problems in the
international legal system remain. The U.S., a
major emitter, backed out of the Paris
Agreement and continues to subsidise fossil
fuels. If you can’t hold such states accountable,
how will you hold anyone else? Even if the ICJ
issued an enforceable order — unlikely — the UN
Security Council could block enforcement. As
we have seen in other cases such as Gaza,
enforcement is political. That said, there is a
positive: the ruling provides legal grounding for

domestic courts. Countries that have ratified and
incorporated treaties can now use this to hold
their own governments accountable. That is
useful, particularly for vulnerable island nations.
But attributing harm to specific countries
remains difficult.

Anand, the court reaffirmed the 1.5°C
threshold from the Paris Agreement, but we
are likely to cross that soon. Should the court
have gone further in addressing that?

AG: I don’t think so. The court can’t invent
scientific facts. It must rely on established
findings from the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change) or other expert bodies. It
can only say that there is a duty to reduce
emissions to stay below 1.5°C, based on those
findings. But it cannot prescribe emission limits
or action plans. That is not its mandate. Also, as
we know, targets have never really been met.
The U.S. has withdrawn (from the Paris
Agreement); others aren’t cooperating.

Ted, U.S. President Donald Trump has
announced a rollback of Obama-era
regulations meant to curb carbon emissions
that were undergirded by the Endangerment
Finding. How do you see the ICJ’s references
to historical responsibility in this context?

TN: This all comes back to sovereignty. No
sovereign nation will dismantle its energy
system because a court tells them to — not the
U.S., not India, not China. That is the reality. The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
‘endangerment finding’ never really had teeth.
The Biden administration tried to use it to phase
out combustion engines by 2032, but it became
a political liability.

There is this idea that international courts or
legal mechanisms will force painful transitions
onto reluctant countries. That is just not going to
happen. The IC]J ruling doesn’t change that. The
politics aren’t there. You won’t get international

e

These mechanisms [Loss and Damage Fund]
were created by Western

environmentalists. Trying to co-opt them to
advance equity has failed. Developing
countries should focus on their own
development using whatever resources they
can muster.

TED NORDHAUS

legal action to translate into significant domestic
shifts in major economies.

Would the Loss and Damage Fund may be
more effective than the ICJ ruling?

TN: That is a false choice. Neither the IC] ruling
nor the fund is likely to push wealthy nations to
provide substantial compensation. History
shows they have not been serious about it. What
little has come through is mostly rebranded
development aid. If developing nations are
waiting for climate reparations to finance
development, they will be waiting a long time.
Worse, the idea of reparations and legal redress
has kept many of these countries tethered to
frameworks that often restrict their access to
energy. That is a poor trade-off.

These mechanisms were created by Western
environmentalists. Trying to co-opt them to
advance equity has failed. Developing countries
should focus on their own development using
whatever resources they can muster.

AG: I agree in part. Many international
conventions were created to hold developing
countries accountable. They were not applied
equally to the West. For instance, human rights
standards were used against countries in the
Global South, but the West ignores them at
home — take U.S. immigration policy, for
example. Now, the West is in economic decline.
Mr. Trump wants manufacturing back in the U.S.
because wages are high and companies moved
to China. To do that, he is relaxing
environmental regulations. Yet he won’t be held
accountable. If the U.S. can ignore global norms,
how can we expect compliance from others?

Still, I believe domestic courts can use the ICJ
ruling effectively. Environmental groups can
argue that governments failed to act. That is
more feasible locally. But even this is getting
harder. Courts in India, like in the U.S., are
increasingly weak and politicised. Ten years ago,
we couldn’t imagine the Indian Supreme Court
functioning as it does now. Just as in the U.S., we
would not have expected the Supreme Court to
undo affirmative action 10 years ago.

Would you agree with Ted that developing
nations should not rely on reparations?

AG: Yes, we shouldn’t. But that doesn’t mean we
abdicate responsibility. India’s emissions impact
Indians. Look at Delhi’s air — every winter the
city becomes unlivable. We must reduce
emissions for our own sake. Technology can
help, and if we develop it, we can even lead
globally. But governments are beholden to
corporate interests. During COVID-19,
pharmaceutical companies dictated policy. The
same is happening with energy. They resist
upgrades because it cuts into profits. So we must
act on our own, not wait for compensation.

Ted, your advocacy of ecomodernism hinges
on technological solutions. But if these
technologies don’t reach developing
countries, won’t that hinder
decarbonisation?

TN: The idea that the West develops tech and
hands it off is outdated. China now leads in
clean tech and exports to both the West and
developing countries. India may follow.
Technology flows aren’t unidirectional any
more. The 1990s framework of common but
differentiated responsibilities and tech transfer
is no longer valid. Yet the ICJ ruling still operates
on that model. It doesn’t reflect today’s reality
where clean tech flows in many directions. If we
were crafting a framework today, we wouldn’t
do it the way the UNFCCC (UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change) did in 1990.

Ted, do you see any positives in this ruling?

TN: Honestly, no. It feels like a zombie ruling —
left over from a framework that has lost
relevance. With the collapse of the post-Cold
War order, this is just another effort to keep old
institutions looking relevant.

AG: It still has value domestically. Activists and
lawyers can use it to push their governments to
act. But internationally, prospects are bleak.

The U.K.’s Shadow Energy Secretary claims
that the ruling will trigger a wave of litigation
against developed nations. Do you agree?

AG: No, that is alarmist. The ruling is vague on
obligations and proof standards. Internationally,
it won’t result in litigation. Domestically, it can
be used to argue that governments have failed to
act. That is where the real potential lies.

(=] =]
_': To listen to the full interview

Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

NOTEBOOK

How not to identify
an illegal immigrant

People are being detained by the police simply because they speak a

certain dialect or wear a particular garment

Alisha Dutta

was receiving ‘cold wave’ alerts, my

phone would beep multiple times a
day to alert me about the detainment of
“illegal” Bangladeshi immigrants. The
crackdown on the community began in
Delhi after Lieutenant Governor Vinai Ku-
mar Saxena’s office issued an order to the
police, in the aftermath of the regime
change in Bangladesh, to identify foreign
nationals “illegally” staying in the capital.

The police first began their searches in
the jhuggis of Bengali-speaking migrant
workers. When I asked them why certain
people fell under their radar of suspicion,
they said that their “suspects” spoke Ban-
gla. Some of them also claimed that they
had received “tips” from local folks who
interpreted on their own the dialects spo-
ken by the “suspects”.

I realised then that due largely to the
monolithic representation of Bengalis in
the Hindi film industry, and the global
reach of Bengalis in Kolkata, people are
convinced that the Bengali spoken in Kol-
kata is the only “authentic” Bengali of In-
dians. If anyone speaks a different dialect
of Bangla, which is the case across rural
Bengal and even other urban parts of the
State, they are at risk of being identified
as Bangladeshi.

It is not just the police which holds
such a belief. Some users on X posted
that while paani (water) is a word used by
Bangladeshis, jol is used by Indian Benga-
lis. This, they claimed, would help the
police identify who is an “illegal” Bangla-
deshi and who isn’t. What about the fact
that Charyapada, an 8th century text,
considered to be one of earliest examples
of Bengali literature, also uses the word
paani for water? No one has an answer.

The police, which is actively detaining
migrant workers on the basis of the lan-
guage they speak, have little space in
their investigation for nuance. In once
case, an officer told me that since he had
found a worker sending money from In-
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l n the winter of 2024, when Delhi

dia to Bangladesh, he had detained him.
The detainee, however, told me that dur-
ing the land parcel exchange between
Bangladesh and India that was spear-
headed by Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, he and his siblings chose to become
Indian citizens while his parents re-
mained in Bangladesh. He claimed that
he was simply sending back money to
support his ageing parents.

Other testimonies of detainees also
show that legal complications and cross-
border relationships do not find place in
police interrogations. People have got in-
to trouble simply for wearing a particular
garment. A song composed by a few
youths from rural Bengal highlights this
racial profiling. It goes, “Just because I
wear a lungi in a foreign land, I am being
called a Bangladeshi. My choice of attire
is based on the comfort I feel while work-
ing in this heat. That does not mean that I
was born in Bangladesh and not in
Bharat.”

While documenting the stories of the
detainees from West Bengal, and the pol-
ice procedures, I have had people on so-
cial media hurl racial slurs at me and ask
me to ‘go back to Bangladesh’. But what
has shocked me most is the continuing si-
lence of Bengali public intellectuals. Hav-
ing heard so often that Bengalis have a
substantial influence in the media, in aca-
demia, and in the culture and arts space,
I expected to see small protests or even a
social movement against this ethnicity-
based targeting. This has sadly not been
the case. Does that mean that the intellec-
tuals hold no power? Or are they just so
far removed from all the other Bengalis
and wish to be differentiated from the
Bengali working class?

The crackdown that first impacted the
Bengali Muslims has now started to im-
pact the lower caste Hindu Bengalis as
well. Will the intellectuals continue to
mark their distance from the working
class until those in power get impacted?

alisha.d@thehindu.co.in

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Not Mars, but Maharashtra

construction delays. EMMANUAL YOGINI

A highway near Kante village in Sangameshwar in Ratnagiri district, Maharashtra, where a lone red car navigates a pothole-ridden, rain-damaged road amid ongoing
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FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 1, 1975

Thai rice

Madras, July 31: The Chief Minister, Mr. M.
Karunanidhi, to-day took delivery of the first
consignment of Thailand rice for Tamil Nadu

up by the Food Corporation of India, and
expressed happiness that the Centre had
acceded to the request of the State

Karunanidhi takes delivery of

at a formal function in the Madras Harbour got

v £

2 Pandu,

Government to import rice. “It only shows
that you can achieve success if you make a
genuine request and follow it up persistently,”
he said. Mr. Karunanidhi thanked the Central
Food Minister, Mr. Jagjivan Ram, and other
Ministers for their response to the State
Government’s pleas. He wished for the day
when the State’s food problems would be over
and when it could again be surplus so as to be
able to help other States as before. Mr. S.
Madhavan, Minister for Food, hoped that
Tamil Nadu would get imported rice at the
rate of a ship a week, to tide over its present
difficulties.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 1, 1925

Presidency radio club

A general meeting of the Madras Presidency
Radio Club was held last evening in the premises
of the Club, in Casa Major Road, Egmore, to
celebrate the anniversary of the Club. The Hon.
Sir C.P. Ramaswami Iyer presided. There was a
fair attendance of members. The Chairman, in
the course of his opening remarks, said that he
had the privilege of being connected with the
Club from its inception.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Public grievances Extra budget The amount approved Forest land diverted by Area undertaken for
redressed in the past  allocation for the as a grant-in-aid for the India in 2021-25 for planting trees in India
four months PMKSY scheme NCDC by Cabinet various projects in the last five years

In lakh. Out of more
4 47 than 6.6 lakh public
o grievances received
between April and July 24 this year, 4.47
lakh have been redressed. The Department
of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances conducts monthly review

meetings with all departments. pn

In X crore. The
l 920 Union Cabinet
, raised
budgetary outlay for the flagship scheme
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana
(PMKSY) to 26,520 crore to boost the food
processing sector. The enhanced funds will

be utilised for 100 food testing labs. e

In X crore.
The Union
’ Cabinet

approved a 2,000 crore grant-in-aid to the
National Cooperative Development
Corporation (NCDC) for four years, a move
that will help the organisation to mobilise
more funds for lending. e

128,000 937
Union Minister of State for
9 Mini- ®

Environment said the
ster Kirti Vardhan Singh said the government is currently carrying out
government approved the diversion of afforestation and tree plantation under the
12,324.32 ha of forest land in first half of ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ campaign launched
2025. Madhya Pradesh accounted for the

on June 5, 2024. pmi
highest area approved for diversion. pmi COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM
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Why the world needs better green technologies

As nations grapple with land constraints, geopolitical conflicts, rising carbon dioxide levels, and the urgency of energy self-sufficiency, the imperative grows not just to deploy

FULL CONTEXT

Chinnakonda S. Gopinath

s the global demand for
sustainable energy soars and
countries strive to meet climate
commitments, silicon
photovoltaics have emerged as the most
widely adopted solution, transforming
landscapes from urban rooftops to
sprawling rural installations. Yet as the
energy transition accelerates, a critical
question surfaces: are conventional
silicon panels, despite their proven track
record, truly the most effective path
forward, or is it time to embrace
next-generation technologies promising
higher efficiencies and lower
environmental footprints?

The landscape is further complicated
by new demands such as the widespread
production of green hydrogen, touted as a
key enabler of deep decarbonisation.
Today’s solar panel technologies not only
affect the quantity of clean electricity
generated but directly shape the potential
and credibility of downstream solutions
like green hydrogen, green ammonia, and
green methanol. As nations grapple with
land constraints, rising carbon dioxide
levels, and the urgency of energy
self-sufficiency, the imperative grows not
just to deploy more renewables but to
invest in smarter, more efficient, and
more diverse energy innovation.

Silicon photovoltaics

The widely used solar panels, or silicon
photovoltaics, were originally invented by
researchers at Bell Laboratories in the
U.S. in 1954 and first deployed on
satellites so they could generate power in
space. From there, they slowly entered
other industries over time until, in the last
few decades, their adoption exploded
worldwide.

Current solar panels generally have a
reported efficiency of around 18-21% and
an in-field efficiency of 15-18%. In the last
15 years or so, around 80% of the supply
of solar panels has been from China. In
India, the production of silicon solar cells
has reached around 6 GW and is expected
to increase further in the coming years.

At this juncture, as the world prepares
to invest more in solar power even as the
ability to harness it has become a strategic
ability, an important question has arisen:
should we continue to adopt silicon solar
panels even though superior, more
efficient technologies have become
available?

The best research-based solar cell
efficiency chart has been regularly
updated from 1976 for a broad range of
photovoltaic technologies. There are
many, with the maximum efficiency of
around 47% being achieved by single
junction gallium arsenide thin-film
technology. Many of these photovoltaic
setups have already been demonstrated at
a high level and are ready to be
commercialised.

Because silicon solar panels’ efficiency
is below 18%, they need to have greater
area exposed to the sun than panels of
higher efficiency. When the efficiency
doubles, the required collection area
halves.

Land area is becoming a rarer
commodity: countries are urbanising
rapidly even as increasing environmental
consciousness, driven by the pressures of
climate mitigation, render green spaces
too valuable to be diverted for solar
power plants.

Silicon photovoltaics are also slow
runners in the world’s race to catch up
with its own growing energy demand.
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more renewable fuels but to invest in smarter, more efficient, and more diverse energy innovation
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Need for speed: A drone view of solar panels and the National Thermal Power Corporation power plant in Solapur, Maharashtra on March 2. REUTERS

While 4.45 TWh of renewable energy
generation capacity had been installed
until the end of 2024, the CO2
concentration in the atmosphere has
continued to increase — from 350 ppm in
1990 to around 425 ppm in 2025 —
implying energy demand is only
increasing faster.

Costs of green hydrogen

The widespread adoption of silicon
photovoltaics also has implications for the
‘greenness’ of green hydrogen, among
other fuels. Hydrogen as a fuel can be
produced by using a large electric current
to break apart water molecules (H20). If
this current comes from a renewable
energy source, the resulting hydrogen is
called green hydrogen.

Green hydrogen is environment
friendly and doesn’t emit any greenhouse
gases when it is combusted. However, the
current electrolysis technologies available
consume more energy to produce green
hydrogen than its energy value in use.
The yet other costs hydrogen imposes
include that of its storage and
transportation, which are very difficult
because of the element’s extremely low
density, which causes it to leak easily.

As alternatives, experts have proposed
infusing the green hydrogen into
molecules like green ammonia (NH3) and
green methanol (CH30H), which are

easier to transport, before extracting the
green hydrogen at the destination.

However, using green hydrogen to
produce green ammonia or methanol by
conventional catalysis methods, followed
by stripping hydrogen out of those
molecules, also requires a significant
amount of energy.

Thus, at the first step itself — the act of
generating renewable energy from silicon
photovoltaics — there is a compromise on
efficiency (that is, by not adopting more
efficient solar power technologies). And
in the subsequent steps, energy is
consumed for electrolysis, storage or
conversation, transport, and finally
utilisation. As a result, the greenness of
green hydrogen should not be taken at
face value.

CO2 recycling
One alternative is to produce green
methanol or ammonia directly from
water, sunlight, and carbon dioxide or
nitrogen, respectively. The plants in our
gardens are already doing this everyday in
a process called photosynthesis. Similarly,
some scientists are working on a process
called artificial photosynthesis, or APS.
Currently, while APS technologies are
restricted to the lab bench, some bright
spots indicate they have a promising
future.

As the world’s various net-zero targets

come into view, it’s important to develop
and perfect diverse technologies, rather
than just a few, so that it has the best shot
of achieving carbon-neutral economies.

Europe is already working on
‘Renewable Fuels of Non-Biological
Origin’, or RFNBO, which is the
production of fuels with renewable
energy and resources and without
biomass. India should also work on such
futuristic solutions to become energy
independent, from its current position of
importing nearly 85% of different forms of
energy resources (including oil, coal, and
natural gas) from other countries.

As geopolitical conflicts proliferate and
the supply of energy is increasingly
disrupted, achieving energy
self-sufficiency is paramount. As such the
Government of India should consider
spending more on research, innovation,
and technology development with help
from the private sector.

Prevention is better than cure.
Spending %1 crore on preventing pollution
today will save us from having to spend
several crore in the future on damage
control. While green hydrogen and silicon
photovoltaics are good technologies, the
world already needs better, that is, more
efficient, more practicable, more
economic, and more diverse solutions.

Chinnakonda S. Gopinath is visiting
professor, IIT Palakkad.
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The widely used solar panels,
or silicon photovoltaics, were
originally invented by
researchers at Bell
Laboratories in the U.S. in
1954,
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The widespread adoption of
silicon photovoltaics also has
implications for the ‘greenness’
of green hydrogen, among
other fuels.
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Europe is already working on
‘Renewable Fuels of
Non-Biological Origin’, or
RFNBO, which is the
production of fuels with
renewable energy and
resources and without
biomass.
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IN THE LIMELIGHT

On ‘Saiyaara’ making sense
of the sensation

The surprise success of Mohit Suri’s romantic tearjerker, starring Ahaan Panday and Aneet Padda, suggests the

beginning of a social shift in which patience remains a virtue and the space for cynicism has diminished

Anuj Kumar

t has been an eventful week for
culture observers. While on smart
TVs, more than 40 crore people
watched India’s young cricket
team, with an average age of around 26
years, playing out a hard-fought draw in
the Old Trafford Test, on the big
screen, Saiyaara, a debutant-led classic
romance, has scored around 3200 crore
in its first week of release and is still going
strong. No one invoked ‘Ro-Ko’ in
sprawling stadiums, and the audience
quickly bypassed aging screen gods at the
box office as they became smitten by the
sensory relationship between memory
and music, love and longing.

The resurgence of romance

In Mohit Suri’s Saiyaara, the relationship
between the tune and the lyric in creating
a song is personified by Krish and Vaani
played by Ahaan Panday and Aneet Padda
respectively. We meet Vaani as a
heartbroken girl, who demands space to
deal with her heartbreak and etch
something in the memory of time through
poetry. Krish, on the other hand, is a
headstrong singer who questions privilege
and shuns instant fame for fidelity in love.

Through their fateful meeting, Vani
channels the feral force of the singer, who
in turn realises his incompleteness
without her words — words that are fading
away from our lives in the gibberish of
endless Instagram reels.

Like the fearlessness of T-20
contributes to the resilience of Test
cricket, Saiyaara echoes middle-class
youth’s familiarity with spaces that were
previously forbidden, giving them the
strength to overcome emotional and
social taboos.

The weather wanes of Bollywood had
gauged that the audience is yearning for a
true tearjerker, ever since Imtiaz
Ali’s Rockstar and Laila Majnu made the
cash registers ring with their re-release.
Anand L. Rai’s Raanjhanaa also made a
strong comeback recently.

The popularity of tragic romances
Young romance with a tragic twist has
been a go-to theme when things

don’t work out for Bollywood biggies at
the box office. In the 1970s, Raj Kapoor
invested in Bobby when the audience
didn’t empathise with his aging Joker.
Initially, the film had a tragic end, but
Kapoor heeded the generational shift and
concluded with a message of hope.
Taking a leaf out of Kapoor’s book,
Rajendra Kumar launched his son Kumar
Gaurav with Love Story (1981), and
Dharmendra introduced Sunny Deol
with Betaab (1983).

Similarly, the Mehras turned to Sohini
Mahiwal in the 1980s to revive their
fortunes. Nasir Hussain had the last
hurrah with Qayamat Se Qayamat
Tak (1988) after a series of flops; the
Barjatyas’ found their mojo with Main
Pyar Kiya (1989); and the Roshans’ found
a new lease of life with Kaho Na Pyaar Hai
(2000).

However, since the abject failure of
Aditya Chopra’s Befikre in 2016, Yash
Raj Films, the unofficial home of
romantics since Daag (1973), had not
touched the genre for eight years and was
busy expanding its spy universe, when its
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Astill from ‘Saiyaara’.

low-key marketing of young romance
turned out to be a well-thought-out
strategy. Known for initiating a dialogue
between Indian and Western notions of
romance through diasporic culture when
the country adopted a free market
economy at the turn of the millennium,
the banner apparently lost its way when
the obstacles to urban romance were
overcome.

Meanwhile, OTT entertainment took
off, and the younger generation looked to
Korean dramas to find romance. So, the
banner brought in Suri. He carved out his
niche under the brooding shadow of his
uncle, Mahesh Bhatt, who helmed the
original Aashiqui (1990) and made us
believe in the decisions of the heart
with Dil Hai Ki Manta Nahin (1991).

Suri’s filmography is dotted with films
that are rooted in Korean romance, which
emphasise the journey of courtship,
engage with trust and understanding, and

explore complex relationships within the
context of family and social expectations.
However, the melancholic tone, raw
emotions, and an air of vulnerability, that
his films exude remind one of the best of
Bhatt. His themes resonate with a
generation that has lived through the
assumed ‘befikri (carefree) period of
instant gratification, of finding love on
dating apps, and the individualism
prevalent on Instagram.

Suri is one of the few filmmakers of this
generation who can convey deep
emotions through soulful music, which
was a defining strength of Indian cinema
once upon a time. Can the lyric ‘Kaise
Zakhmon Ko Bata Marham Ka Milta
Achaanak Pata’ (How do wounds
suddenly get the address of
balm?) in Irshad Kamil’s ‘Humsafar’ be
expressed in a dialogue or through
silence? The line stores the crux of the
story where two lacerated souls heal each

other. There is a sense of sacrifice and
commitment that lasts beyond the wave
of physical attraction.

When the cynics underline that
Saiyaara draws from John H. Lee’s A
Moment To Remember (2004), they
perhaps forget that memory has been
playing tricks with lovers for a long time.
For those unaware of the Korean film,
Krish play acting Virat Kohli in the climax
of Saiyaara, will be reminded of Balu
Mahendra’s Sadma (1983), where Kamal
Haasan transforms into a monkey on a
railway platform. It was in the early 1980s
when we could not even spell
Alzheimer’s syndrome. In Satish
Kaushik’s Tere Naam (2003) too, a remake
of Bala’s Sethu, memory loss triggers a
tragic end.

From the times of Heer Ranjha and
Romeo & Juliet, writers have been telling
the same story of unrequited romance
with tragedy striking in different forms.
My father would recall how youngsters
thronged theatres to cry with Dilip Kumar
in Nitin Bose’s Deedar (1951) and would
sing ‘Bachpan Ke Din Bhula Na Dena, Aaj
Hanse Kal Rula Na Dena’ on the way back.
In the film, playing the visually impaired
Shyamu, the ‘King of Tragedy’ Dilip
Kumar, when he regains his eyesight,
stabs his eyes again the moment he learns
that his childhood love has no
recollection of their friendship. Fifteen
years later, Manoj Kumar took Raj Khosla
along to watch a re-run of Deedar and
reworked the script to create Do
Badan (1966), featuring ‘Lo Aa Gayi Unki
Yaad Woh Nahin Aaye’, which became the
new anthem for the lovesick.

Legendary poet Harivansh Rai
Bachchan once wrote in his iconic poem,
Madhushala, that every generation finds
its chalice, its tavern, more intoxicating.

Stars and how they shine

What makes a romance shine is how the
young lovers resonate with the audience.
Like cricketers delaying their retirement,
film stars too don’t want to give up on the
genre and make writers tweak the
template according to their age.

Some filmmakers also struggle to move
beyond their chemistry with a star or
their image. Suri also remained stuck with
Emraan Hashmi until Humari Adhuri
Kahaani (2015), which could have
benefited from fresh faces. However, after
every decade, a new pair emerges that
changes the status quo. Cinephiles
remember the huge impact a young
Kamal Haasan made in the north when he
spoke with a clipped Hindi accent in K.
Balachander’s Ek Duuje Ke Liye (1981). The
accent sounded authentic for Vasu, a
Tamil boy, whose love hits a roadblock
because of cultural differences.

Similarly, what makes Saiyaara sound
fresh is the lead pair. After a long time, we
have two age-appropriate actors who can
make your heart throb, who can combine
intensity with vulnerability without being
self-conscious in front of the camera.
While Ahaan reminds one of a young
Sanjay Dutt with the way he owns the big
screen and opens the character’s wounds
to the audience, Aneet conveys the
deepest of emotions even in stock scenes
laced with standard lines.

Not cut from the Bollywood cloth that
makes most female actors pout and preen
like clones, Aneet, after Alia Bhatt, is a
natural powerhouse who can cause an
emotional upheaval with her
performance. The pathos in romance has
just returned to Bollywood. This week,
Dharma Productions, a factory of
wafer-thin rom-coms, is taking a break
from the genre to produce Dhadak 2,
where caste plays the killjoy.

Towards the end of the year, Anand
will return with yet another tale of love
and rage in Tere Ishq Mein, where he
carries forward his bond with tragic
romance and, of course, Dhanush.
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Spider-Man, the popular American superhero, first appeared in an anthology comic
book in August, 1962. A quiz on the Marvel hero

Prathmesh Kher

A
QUESTION 1

Spider-Man first appeared in which comic book issue

and year?
A
QUESTION 2

Where did the famous phrase “With great power comes

great responsibility” first appear in relation to
Spider-Man, and how was it presented?

A

QUESTION 3

Which issue holds the record for the highest-price sale

of a Spider-Man comic? How much did it fetch?
A
QUESTION 4

Which philosophy influenced Spider-Man co-creator

Steve Ditko’s work, emphasising personal
responsibility?

A

QUESTION 5

Why did Stan Lee add a hyphen to Spider-Man’s name?

CM
K

A
Visual question:

for the movie starring Tobey Maguire.

Identify the structures reflected in Spider-Man’s eyes from this 2001 promotional poster

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s
daily quiz: 1. Alappuzha is a major production
hub for this product. Ans: Coir

2. In 2009, VS likened Vijayan to this Soviet leader.
Ans: Mikhail Gorbachev

3. In 2014, the Kerala High Court found fault with
the VS government’s decision to raze resort
buildings on encroached land in this town. Ans:
Munnar

4. During the 1962 India-China war, VS was
imprisoned because he defied the CPI’s stance for
this reason. Ans: He organised blood donation
drives for Indian soldiers

5. VS deeply admired this revolutionary leader.
Ans: Fidel Castro

6. This celebrity received an offer in the early
2000s to become the face of this soft drink brand.
Ans: Mammootty; Coca Cola

Visual: This is a martyrs’ memorial to those killed
in this uprising. Ans: Punnapra-Vayalar
uprising

Early Birds: Sujit Yadav| Sunil Kannada| Abhay
Krishan| Varghese Joseph| Pranab Biswas
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Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
S. Upendran

“What’s wrong with your pinky?”

“My pinky? I'm not wearing anything
pink! What are you talking about?”

“Your pinky! Your little finger. I notice
you have a bandage around it.”

“Pinky is another name for the little
finger?”

“That’s right. Americans usually refer
to the little finger as pinky.”

“Inky, pinky, ponky! Father had a
donkey! Ha! Ha!”

“Ha! Ha! Tell me, what’s wrong with
your pinky?”

“I was playing cricket yesterday and I
got hit by the ball. Doesn’t really matter.
Which reminds me. What’s the difference
between matter with and matter to?”

“If I say, What’s the matter with
Dinesh?, it means what’s wrong with
Dinesh.”

“...s0, can I say, What’s the matter with
your scooter? to mean what’s wrong with
your scooter?”

“You certainly can! Here’s another
example: Something is the matter with
my boss. He is being nice to everyone.”

“The very fact that he hired you shows
that something is the matter with him! Ha!
Ha! Now tell me, what does matter to
mean?”

“If you say, It doesn’t matter to me
whether I pass or fail, it means that you
don’t care, or you are not bothered
whether you pass or fail.”

“I see. It matters to me whether India
wins or loses. Is that an ok sentence?”

“Sure is. And it sounds very patriotic.”

“Thank you. I wish our politicians
would be patriotic. Some of them are so
corrupt that it doesn’t matter to them
what the rest of the country thinks of
them.”

“All they want to do is stay in power
and make money. Sometimes you wonder
what’s the matter with these people.”

“And when they get caught, the only
thing they do is complain.”

“You're right. They do kvetch.”

“They what?”

“Kvetch. K..v..e..t..c..h. It rthymes with
fetch. And a kvetch is someone who
complains a lot. For example, I can say,
Your friend Gopa is a kvetch.”

“In every family, there is a kvetch. Is
that an ok sentence?”

“Sounds good to me. But remember,
kvetch is considered slang.”

“I see. Sujatha said that she would
come over sometime later. Do you...”

“Sujatha! Oh, no! I don’t want another
kvetch around here.”

“Another kvetch? You mean to say that
I’'m a complainer?”

“Of course, you are. You kvetch from
morning to evening. And...”

“...no, I do not. I never complain. I'm
telling you, I’'m not a kvetch.”

“But you are. You're kvetching right
now. I’'m a kvetch and I kvetch all the
time.”

“That’s interesting. The word kvetch
can be used both as a noun and a verb.”

“That’s right. Do you have a problem
with that?”

“No, I don’t. It doesn’t matter to me
how a word is used. As long as I know
how to use it. I won’t kvetch.”

Published in The Hindu on July 1, 1997.

Word of the day

Exculpatory:

clearing of guilt or blame

Synonyms: acquit, clear, discharge,
exonerate

Usa g€ The exculpatory evidence was ignored.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
exculpatorypro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: J1ks'kal.pa.tui/, /1ks'kal.pa.ta.ii/
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Tariff tantrums

India does well to stand up to Trump’s pressure tactics

S President Donald Trump’s typically

peremptory tariff order, which entails a

25 per cent levy on Indian exports over and
above existing most favoured tariff rates for now, is
arguably not a cause for alarm. While 25 per cent
additional tariff sounds high relative to countries
that have done deals with the US, such as Indonesia
(19 per cent), the Philippines (19 per cent), EU,
South Korea and Japan (all 15 per cent) and probably
places India on a par with Canada and Mexico, it
should not be forgotten that the deal-makers have
given a lot of concessions as well. The real tariff for
India could be more.

The crunch lies in what is set to follow: an
unspecified ‘penalty’ for buying arms and oil
from Russia, dealing with ‘unfriendly’
BRICS countries and imposing “strenuous
and obnoxious” non-tariff barriers. India
has responded with admirable firmness by
spelling out the red lines for future talks —
namely, it will be guided by national interest
in protecting farmers and small industries.
This surely applies to sourcing oil. In its
negotiations, it appears that these red lines
have been conveyed — which perhaps
explains Trump’s truculent outburst on
Wednesday. Trump has left the penalty
clause open for bargaining, and there is no
real reason to panic. How India proceeds in
talks with the US from here on s, in fact, not
avery complicated matter. It can slash to
zero its MFN tariffs (now averaging 17 per
cent) on almost all of US goods exports —
while fencing out farming and dairy as no-go
zones. Oil purchases from Russia are
expected to decline anyway (they have
already fallen) as global oil prices fall as
anticipated. India sources arms from
countries in different blocs, and even here
Russia’s share has dipped, as this newspaper
reported on Thursday. Non-tariff barriers
such as India’s ‘quality control order’ on
imports can be negotiated upon.

Exporters in labour-intensive sectors
such as garments, footwear and leather are
wary about what lies in store. India’s relative
advantage or disadvantage will be clearer in
perhaps a day or two, after the US releases
its revised ‘reciprocal tariffs’ for perhaps
40-o0dd countries, other than those with
whom the US has already announced deals,
or decided on tariffs. But rather than fret
over the impact, the Centre should think in
terms of measures to offset this shock.

Above all, it is neither possible nor
desirable to respond to Trump’s use of
tariffs as a weapon to shape a country’s
foreign, or even domestic, policy. India did
wellin standing up for its interests during
the stretched negotiations of the last few
months. Trump’s decision to impose 25 per
cent tariff and his outburst on social media
soon after are proof of India’s unyielding
stance. As developing countries jostle to
ensure that they are on the left of the tariffs
bell curve, they should also seek to act in
concert — not only to gain bargaining
leverage, but also to stop the weaponisation
of tariffs. It is against this turbulent
backdrop that India should continue talks
and hope to arrive at areasonable deal.

POCKET

RAVIKANTH

"Someone told Donald Trump that
marriages are Made in Heaven!”

How to duck

the US-Russia
crossfir

BALANCING ACT. US’ threat to impose punitive tariffs for
dealing with Russia calls for a firm, non-antagonistic response

e ,» ,;‘I
RAM SINGH
S President Donald
Trump has slapped a 25
per cent tariff asbase
tariffs on Indian goods. He
alsoannounced the

possibility of additional penal tariffs for
purchase of Russian oil and involvement
with BRICS countries.

Meanwhile, given the bipartisan
support for the ‘Russia Sanctions Bill’in
the US Congress, this is a clear signal of
intensifying pressure on countries like
India, China, and Brazil that continue to
import Russian energy or maintain
strategic-economic ties with Moscow.

The proposed Bill includes punitive
measures of up to 100-500 per cent
tariffs and targeted restrictions on
entities engaged in “significant
transactions” with Russia, supposedly
aimed at circumventing the Western
sanctions regime.

India’s ever-increasing import of
Russian energy and other resources
(crude, gas, fertilizer); the rupee-ruble
trade mechanisms; continued defence
procurement, including the S-400
systems; proposed upgradation of
SU-30MKT; and strategic tie-ups for fifth
generation fighter jets have drawn US’
scrutiny.

In this context, let us comprehend
such threats, legal frameworks, and
possible responses, going forward.

US THREATS
The US, in its bid to enforce geopolitical
discipline, has deployed a range of
legislative tools, most notably the
Countering America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA).
India’s acquisition of the Russian S-400
missile system during the Trump 1.0
provoked bipartisan concernsin
Washington.

While CAATSA sanctions were not

ultimatelyapplied, the episode
highlighted the difficulties involved in
strategic dependencies vis-a-vis the US.

Alongside CAATSA, other key
legislative frameworks include the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (IEEPA), Global Magnitsky
Act, Iran Sanctions Act, Trading with the
Enemy Act, and executive orders under
the National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA). Enforcement is carried out
through institutions like OFAC
(Treasury), BIS (Commerce), the State
Department, FinCEN, and the
Department of Justice (DOJ).

Tensions escalated further with
India’s steep rise in discounted Russian
oilimports — jumping from 2 per cent
to over 40 per cent of India’s crude
basket between FY22and FY24—
yielding savings of 35,000 crore. India
settled many payments in rupees and
dirhams, avoiding dollar-dominated
channels and SWIFT. This pragmatism,
while beneficial, has unsettled
Washington. Moreover, bilateral
instruments like rupee-ruble trade,
BRICS Pay,and MIR (Russian
system)-RuPay interface representa
quiet but potent challenge to US
financial hegemony.

Beyond energy, India’s deepening
‘trust-driven’ collaboration with Russia
innuclear energy, space exploration, and
defense technology continues to draw
US scrutiny. While the US promotes
Indo-Pacific alignment through QUAD
and I2U2, it increasingly seeks
exclusivityin sensitive sectors. This
raises a fundamental dilemma for India:
can it sustain its multi-aligned statecraft

India has deepened
strategic ties with the US
through QUAD, 1202,
tech partnerships, and a
proposed 10-year defence
pact, while maintaining
strong energy, space, and
defence links with Russia.

.-
amid global techno-nationalism and
financial decoupling?

INDIA’S STRATEGIC PATIENCE

In the wake of the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, Western nations, led by the US,
have intensified efforts toisolate
Moscow economically, deploying
sanctions, oil price-caps, insurance
deniability and threats of secondary
penalties to deter global partners from
transacting with Russia.

Pursuing strategic autonomy, India
banks upon bipartisan US backing for its
development-linked exemptions, energy
security and sustainable growth, while
reciprocally supporting US efforts to
shape global governance norms rooted
in ‘hegemonic stability theory’.

Rather than capitulating to pressure
or projecting defiance, New Delhi has
embraced a policy of calculated
pragmatism, anchoring its engagements
inissue-based partnerships while
avoiding entanglement in ideological or
bloc-driven politics. India follows a
multi-aligned strategy rooted in national
interest, prioritising industrial
sovereignty, strategic autonomy, and
resilient partnerships without
compromising developmental
imperatives or global responsibilities.

First, India has refused binary
choices. It has deepened strategic ties
with the US through QUAD, I12U2, tech
partnerships, and a proposed 10-year
defence pact, while maintaining strong
energy, space, and defence links with
Russia. Simultaneously, India
proactively engages EU, UK, Israel,
Japan, Korea, Australia, ASEAN, GCC,
and Global South, projecting pragmatic
multi-alignment.

Second, India has accelerated
alternative financial architectures.
Rupee-based settlements with Russia,
the UAE, and Sri Lanka are slowly
increasing, while BRICS Payand
proposed RuPay-MIR is to avoid the
weaponisation of the dollar, reducing
hedging costs and offering financial
resilience.

Third, through industrial diplomacy,

i
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India is building economic de-risking
capacity. The Make-in-India push, PLI
incentives, defence indigenisation, focus
on food, fertilizer and mineral resources
in the recent times exemplifies India’s
strategic approach for ensuring strategic
sovereignty.

To deal with the proposed US
sanctions bill imposing 100 per cent
tariffs on Russian-origin goods and
partners, India must refine its statecraft
anchored in autonomy and economic
diplomacy.

First, India should accelerate to
internationalise rupee-based trade
mechanisms with partners like Russia,
UAE, and Sri Lanka to reduce dollar
dependencyand insulate itself from
secondary sanctions. It should fast-track
resolution of dollar neutral ‘reference
rates’ mechanism.

Second, India, sourcing energy from
over 38 nations, must further diversify
strategic and energy partnerships by
deepening ties with West Asia, Africa,
Latin America, and BRICS to strengthen
and de-risk supply chains.

Third, India should be prepared to
challenge any unilateral Western
sanctions through established
institutions and protocols, emphasising
theillegality of ‘extraterritorial’
restrictions under international law
especiallywhenitisrelated to
non-sovereign militaryalliance.

Fourth, India must use industrial
diplomacy, such asjoint defence
manufacturing with the US and
semiconductor partnerships with Japan
and Taiwan, to build economic stakes
that deter coercive action.

Fifth, India should continue its stance
of narrative neutrality, avoiding
alignment in polarised geopolitical
conflicts while pursuing interest-based
cooperation with all.

Finally, India should project its
statecraft, though firmly grounded in
realism, as one that is packaged in
respect for international norms.

Thewriter is Professor and Head, IIFT, New Delhi. Views
are personal

Mobile number validation — boon or bane?

The cost of checking numbers will hit small businesses and local service providers like plumbers and electricians

bl.explainer

Vallari Sanzgiri

What does the draft mobile
number validation rule specify?
The draft cybersecurity rules proposed by
the Department of Telecommunication
(DoT) aims to curb online frauds,
committed through mobile phones,
through mobile number validation. The
draft rules want banks and other entities
that use mobile numbers to identify their
customers, called telecom identifier user
entities (TIUE), to use anew Mobile
Number Validation (MNV) platform of
DoT.

Every time an entity needs to verifya
phone number, for app sign-ups or digital
payments, a fee must be paid to the
government.

Entities authorised with DoT, such as
banks, must pay¥1.50 per verification,
while others pay 33. Numbers flagged as
fake or suspicious by the MNV platform
will be deactivated for 90 days.

Companies must use this official
checking system, and they can no longer
use their own methods anymore.

Do the rules say each bank account
needs its own unique phone
number?

The rules don’t mention banks

specifically, but the provisions make it
difficult for multiple people to use the
same phone number for different
accounts. Thisis because each phone
number is registered under the name and
identity of a single individual.

Now, if banks have to verify phone
numbers frequently and pay fees each
time, they might start requiring one
phone number per account to avoid extra
costs.

What this means in terms of your
banking activities?

One family member can’t help another
with mobile banking or use shared UPI
accounts. You cannot help your
grandparents with pension. Emergency
money transfers will also become
complicated if the “main” phone user
isn’tavailable.

How will this hurt low-income
families who share phone
numbers?

Many low-income families have just one
phone that everyone uses - grandparents
for pension, parents for work and
banking and children for school apps. If
the government enforces these rules,
family members might get locked out of
their accounts as the platform considers
multiple people using one number as
“suspicious.” The rules essentially follow
the principle of one mobile number per

NUMBER THEORY. Digital access

MUSTAFAH KK

individual. Many families in India cannot
afford this.

Particularly, families in villages with
one smartphone will suddenly lose access
to government welfare schemes. Migrant
workers sharing phones in cities will lose
access to money transfer apps. Women,
who don’t own phones, get cut off from
digital services. Elderly people dependent
on family phones can’t check medical
appointments.

How will this impact everyday life?
What seems like a simple rule could force
many people to choose between family
members who can have digital access,
making everyday services more expensive
andless accessible.

Mothers can’t transfer money,

children can’t access online classes.
Domestic workers can’t receive digital
payments because they use family
phones.

Telemedicine apps will block families
from booking appointments and
vaccination registration becomes harder
for families sharing devices.

How are businesses hurt by these
rules?

Small businesses get hit hardest. A small
food deliveryapp with 10,000 customers
could incur 30,000 monthly just to verify
phone numbers. Start-ups already
struggling to survive will now have huge
new monthly bills.

Apps like food delivery platforms may
pass on verification costs to customers as
higher delivery fees. Online shopping, cab
booking, bill payments will become more
expensive.

Smalland local businesses using digital
payments will face extra costs which they
may add to product prices. This means,
your local grocery store may even stop
accepting digital payments altogether.
The same goes for your favourite
neighbourhood restaurants.

Local service providers like plumbers,
electricians, handy men may stop using
booking apps. These extra costs of
checking number will make it even harder
for small businesses to compete with big
companies that can afford the fees.

© LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.in or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

‘Dead economies?’

This refers to ‘India, Russia can take
their’dead economies’ down
together: Trump’ (July 317). It was
utter falsification on the part of the
US President Trump to make sucha cop’.
claim hours after announcing 25 per
cent tariffs on imports from India.

Had it really been so, where was the A Gupta
need for him to be so much worried New Delhi

about the twin‘dead economies’ of
Russiaand India?

Truly speaking, this tariff imposition
could hurt Trump more as India will

defy his diktats and continue with its
‘trade and defence’ties with Russia.
India will safeguard its national
interests and not cowed down by
Trump’s who is behaving like a ‘super

Russia, Indiaand China must jointly
resist Trump’s tariff threats.

Disastrous decision
India will be deeply disappointed
with Trumps 25 per tariff imposition

on India, citing baseless concerns
over Russian imports.

His short-sighted, punitive
measures not only harm
international relations but also

short of irresponsible and

Vijaykumar HK

betray the values of diplomacy and Raichur

cooperation.

goodwill.

Indiaand the US have long been
partners,and such aggressive
actions jeopardize decades of

Trump’s rhetoric and lack of
understanding of global trade
dynamics will only lead to economic

harm, further isolating the US from
vital allies. His approach is nothing

detrimental to global stability.

Apropos ‘Trump slaps 25% tariff on
India, adds penalty for buying
Russian oils,arms’, (July 31).Ina
conspicuous manifestation of
coercive economic statecraft,
Trump’s draconian tariffs imposition,
plus penalties for New Delhi’s

strategic defence and energy
engagements with Moscow —
represents a calibrated assault on
India’s trade architecture.

This will hit export-oriented sectors
including textiles, automotive
components, leather goods, and
agro-based commodities.

India must now fortify sovereign
trade frameworks and recalibrate its
geopolitical alignments with
prudence and resilience.

N Sadhasiva Reddy
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Questionable Pak oil deal

It lacks transparency, will face tech and cost issues

|
Richa Mishra

using “oil” to make India
accept a tariff deal that suits
the US. Seems so.

First, he stated that India will
be paying 25 per cent tariff plusa
penalty for trading with Russia —
defence and energy. Next came
his comment at
@realDonaldTrump: “We have
just concluded a deal with the
country of Pakistan, whereby
Pakistan and the United States
will work together on developing
their massive oil reserves. We are
in the process of choosing the oil
company that will lead this
partnership. Who knows, maybe
they’ll be selling oil to India some
day!”

But, in the recent past, crude
sourcing by India has been all
about economics — cheap oil.
India imports much of its crude
oil from Russia, Iraq and Saudi
Arabia, besides the UAE, the US,
Nigeria and Angola to name a few.
India’s crude oil purchase is no
longer restricted to any one
country or region.

I s President Donald Trump

LONG TIME-FRAME

When discussing the US-Pakistan
oil deal what has to be
remembered is that to develop
any large oil or gas field and bring
it to production, it takes six to
seven years. Pakistan has updated
itsreserves this year, upwards of
23 per cent. According to reports,
itwas arevision to seven fields
where discoveries were already
made. But there are doubts on the
size of these discoveries.

Says Tracy Shuchart, Senior
Economist, NinjaTrader Group
LLGC, “Trump’s recent
announcement of a US-Pakistan
oil development deal has
generated significant scrutiny and
raised several key concerns. First,
there are widespread doubts
about the size of Pakistan’s oil
reserves.”

According to her, “Despite
Trump’s assertions of “massive”
reserves, credible data suggests
otherwise, as Pakistan’s proven
reserves are modest and account
for only a tiny fraction of global
totals — far from meeting its own
consumption levels. Most claims
about large-scale reserves are
speculative and remain
unconfirmed by commercial
drilling or international
geological surveys.”

Further complicating matters
are economic and technical
obstacles, as Pakistan’s oil
exploration efforts have
historically been hampered by
political instability, financial

INDIA RESILIENT

o Oil imports expanded from
27 to around 40 countries

o No sanctions on Russian
crude; legally aligned

0 16% of global oil demand
growth is from India

o |EA projects 25% share by
2045

o Strengthening ties with
Brazil, Guyana, Canada
and US

o Domestic reforms boosting
exploration and
affordability

risks, insufficient infrastructure,
and a lack of advanced technology.
This makes it difficult to attract
major international investment
or achieve meaningful discoveries
any time soon, she adds.

“Geopolitical complications
are also significant. The prospect
of Pakistan selling oil to India is
highlyunrealistic at present,
given long-standing tensions
between the two countries and
recent US policy contradictions
— such as simultaneously
pressuring India over Russian oil
imports while pursuing energy
deals with Pakistan,” she points
out.

Also, lack of transparency
surrounding the US-Pakistan deal
fuels scepticism. “Details such as
the identities of participating US
firms, investment amounts, and
timelines for exploration have not
been released, and Pakistani
officials have spoken only vaguely
about enhanced economic
cooperation rather than specific
oil commitments. Oil industry
scepticism is high due to a history
of unfulfilled promises of major
oil finds in Pakistan, so there is
concern that the current
announcement is more persistent
political rhetoric than a credible
business venture,” avers
Shuchart.

Clearly, the oil industryis not
convinced with what Washington
has said as there are issues of
unproven oil reserves,
challenging economics, potential
regional tensions, inadequate
transparency, and a general lack
of confidence about the feasibility
and sincerity of the agreement.

India onits parthasbeena
smart buyer. Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri, ina recent
post on X, said: “India’s oil
strategy is resilient, responsible,
and reshaping the global energy
market. India is no longer betting
onone horse.

thehindubusinessline.
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Reliance Life buys AMP Sanmar

The Chennai-based Sanmar group today announced the sale of its interests in
AMP Sanmar Life Insurance Company to Reliance Life Insurance, a subsidiary
of Reliance Capital Ltd (RCL). RCL already has a subsidiary, Reliance General
Insurance Co Ltd, which is present in the non-life insurance business.

UTI-I to exit from subsidiaries

While the future of UTI Mutual Fund remains hazy, clarity is emerging on the
roadmap for its twin outfit - the Specified Undertaking of Unit Trust of India
(SUUTI) also called UTI-I. The Government has decided that SUUTI would have
to exit completely from all its subsidiaries, including the wholly owned UTI
Securities Ltd and UTI Technology Services Ltd.

IT career loses sheen among US students

Rising salaries and a growing software industry may have made IT one of the
most sought-after careers for Indian students. An estimated 73,500
engineering graduates are expected to take up hi-tech jobs this fiscal. But
computer science is fast losing popularity among US students in
undergraduate institutions owing to fears of job loss due to outsourcing.

Is India
‘B-ready’ in
insolvency?

NEW BENCHMARK. The World Bank’s Business
Ready Index is more broad based than the
erstwhile Doing Business series, and has

implications for India’s insolvency reforms

®
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AMOL BAXI

he World Bank recently

launched the first phase of

its Business Ready

(‘B-ready’) report ranking

the business environment
of countries across ten areas — entry,
location, utility services, labour,
financial services, international trade,
taxation, dispute resolution, market
competition, and business insolvency.
The report has fresh inclusions and
assessment methodology built around
thematic pillars (regulatory quality,
public services, and operational
efficiency). In the first phase, 50
countries have been covered, with
expansion gradually. The report replaces
the Doing Business (DB) series,
discontinued in 2021.

India has not been included in B-ready
yet, but is planned in future phases.
India’s upward movement in the DB
rankings from 130 (2016) to 63 (2020)
was attributed to many reforms
including the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code’s (IBC’s) successful
introduction and its resolution focus.

However, considering the freshly
constituted index, it is worth examining
whether India is B-ready in insolvency
and key focus areas for a reasonable
position.

REVISED PERSPECTIVES

In insolvency, the erstwhile DB report
assessed nations annually on 16
indicators (across four categories
comprising commencement procedures,
value protection, reorganisation
proceedings, and creditor
participation). It assessed regulatory
quality as well as recovery rates
(discounted for time and cost). The
report’s aggregate score reflected a
simple average of the two components
(for 190 countries).

In contrast, the revised B-Ready is
more broad-based, relying on 49
indicators for insolvency (across three
pillars: regulatory quality [28
indicators]; institutional infrastructure
[17];and time /cost efficiency [4]). Each
of these pillars (equal one-third weight)

in turn comprises several categories
/subcategories.

While several DB insolvency
indicators also find place in the B-Ready
(for instance, commencement, IP
appointment/dismissal, interim finance,
avoidance transactions), the revised
methodology significantly expands the
scope of what constitutes sound
insolvency regimes to include pre- and
post-commencement indicators (for
instance, workouts/out-of-court
mechanism, management obligations,
automatic stay, environmental and
labour claims, specialised regime for
MSMEs and cross-border insolvency).
The index departs from DB report’s
primary focus on regulatory quality (and
recoveries), while also emphasising
institutional infrastructure
(digital/e-services), and efficiency. Its
empbhasis on value protection resonates
well with IBC’s objectives.

Importantly, the integration of
specialised regimes marks the
recognition of the criticality of
cross-border laws to sound insolvency
systems (which UNCITRAL has stressed
since 1997 through its harmonised
model law). However, B-ready does not
insist on its adoption, but assesses
adequate mechanisms for recognition of
foreign proceedings and international
cooperation. Therefore, even
non-signatory countries have scored
optimally in this category (example:
Vietnam).

IBC’s LIKELY POSITION
While India’s positioning in the
erstwhile DB series post IBC was
praised, considering B-ready, India
would need to take some calibrated
steps. A criteria review reveals some
aspects (not exhaustive) for
deliberation:

First, in terms of regulatory quality,
IBC has enabling guidelines across
several B-ready indicators (example:

While specific B-ready
indicators may be
prioritised for
reforms/refinements,
equivalent focus must be
maintained on improving
IBC’s effectiveness

commencement, value protection,
creditor participation, IP appointment
/dismissal, interim finance, and
specialised procedures /pre-packs for
MSMEs). However, IBC lacks some. For
instance, it has limited provisions
(bilateral /case-to-case cooperation) in
cross-border insolvency.

The adoption of UNCITRAL (United
Nations Commission on International
Trade Law) model law remains long
pending.

Other issues include a lack of priority
for environmental claims in the IBC
waterfall, an aspect requiring
deliberation. Strengthening hybrid
mechanisms/workouts for debtors
(beyond MSMEs) have also been in the
works for some time now.

Next, in the context of institutional
infrastructure (digital services,
interoperability, public information, IP
registry, and expertise of courts/public
officials), there have been many positive
initiatives (some in place, others work in
progress).

For instance, India recently mandated
the use of the centralised e-auction
portal (eBKRAY) for IBC, and work is
ongoing to implement an integrated
technology platform for IBC
(announced in Budget 2024-25). Other
ongoing initiatives to augment IBC
infrastructure include strengthening
NCLT benches. As regards information
sharing, the regulator routinely
publishes relevant data on
timelines/public officials/IPs.

Lastly, in efficiency, significant delays
continue to plague IBC (597 days in
reorganisation /508 days for
liquidation). Hence, this remains a core
issue, endeavoured to be addressed
through periodic
amendments/guidelines. However,
strengthening B-ready pillars may
themselves lead to improved efficiency.

However, several subtle nuances
within B-ready indicators exist, which
may prevent optimal scoring (even
where IBC prima facie appears positive).
For instance, while IBC enables interim
finance, financiers get takeout priority
over all creditors (not just unsecured),
historically viewed as sub-optimal for
credit markets from World Bank lens.
Similarly, while IBC has an automatic
stay, secured creditors cannot opt out
before liquidation order (even if erosion
in security value). Hence, such nuances
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will need careful consideration for a
strategy.

SOME IMPLICATIONS

The B-ready (with its imperfections)
brings some fresh dimensions for
assessing insolvency regimes with
implications for direction of India’s
insolvency reforms. The index sets
standards of what constitutes sound
regimes. However, given each pillar has
equal weightage, focusing only on the
regulatory framework while not
improving operational infrastructure
and efficiency will hinder a high score for
IBC. While India has already initiated
several B-ready steps, much will depend
on timely implementation of various
planned/ongoing initiatives (such as
integrated technology platforms, code
timelines, cross-border frameworks,
environmental claims priority and
creditor-driven workouts) while
tackling nuances in scoring criteria.
However, ticking checkboxes may not be
considered the sole objective of any
economic reform (B-ready also notes a
need to avoid overhype surrounding
economy-wise rankings). Further,
assessment hinges on specific index
variables selected, and scholars have
long argued, there is no one-size-fits-all
approach.

Hence, notwithstanding changed
benchmarks and scoring nuances, while
specific B-ready indicators may be
prioritised for reforms/refinements,
equivalent focus must be maintained on
improving IBC’s effectiveness for
achieving the key objectives of any
insolvency law (efficiently reorganising
viable and liquidating unviable entities).
While IBC already possesses some
B-ready indicators (interim finance,
pre-packs, debtor initiations, etc),
challenges persist in their
effectiveness/uptake. Hence, while India
is making the right noises for B-ready,
focus on removing bottlenecks must
remain (while also providing regulatory
clarity on dynamic jurisprudence).
Further beyond B-ready, a domestic
index to gauge IBC’s on-ground
effectiveness can be explored at an
appropriate point, factoring in local
specificities.

The writer is presently a Visiting Fellow at the Research
&Information System for Developing Countries (New
Delhi). Views are personal

US inflation picks up; consumer spending rises moderately

Lucia Mutikani

Sinflation increased in June as
| | tariffs on imports started
raising the cost of some goods,
supporting economists’ expectations
that price pressures would pick up in
the second half of the year.

The personal consumption
expenditures (PCE) price index rose
0.3 per cent last month after an
upwardly revised 0.2 per cent gain in
May, the Commerce Department’s
Bureau of Economic Analysis said on

Thursday. Economists polled by
Reuters had forecast the PCE price
index climbing 0.3 per cent following a
previously reported 0.1 per cent rise in
May. In the 12 months through June,
the PCE price index advanced 2.6 per
cent after increasing 2.4 per cent in
May. The data was included in the
advance gross domestic product report
for the second quarter published on
Wednesday, which showed inflation
cooling, though remaining above the
Federal Reserve’s 2 per cent target.
Economists said businesses were still

selling inventory accumulated before
President Donald Trump’s sweeping
import duties came into effect.

They expected goods prices to rise in
the second half, with businesses
passing on the higher costs from
import duties to consumers. Procter &
Gamble said this week it would raise
prices on some products in the US to
offset tariff costs.

The US central bank tracks the PCE
price measures for monetary policy.
The Fed on Wednesday left its
benchmark interest rate in the 4.25-4.5

per cent range, where it has been since
December, resisting pressure from
Trump to lower borrowing costs.
Economists expect the Fed to resume
easing monetary policy in September.
Fed Chair Jerome Powell,
responding to questions from
reporters on the anticipated
tariff-related price increases, said “a
reasonable base case is that these are
one-time price effects,” but added “I
think we’ve learned that the process
will probably be slower than expected”
and take time to fully understand. reuters
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EASY

ACROSS

1. Alcoholic drink (5)
4. Marked with bands of
colour (7)

8. Do somebody’s
bidding (5,3,5)

10. Series of links (5)
11. Clicks tongue
disapprovingly (4)

12. Bearing, manner (4)
16. Selected (5)

DOWN

1. Running (of sailing boat) (6,3,4)
2. Not within-doors (3)

3. Standard of moral

behaviour (6)

4. The Christian Sabbath (6)

5. Taking part in speed event (6)
6. Wall between rooms, barrier (9)
7. Bounding structures without
mortar (3,5,5)

9. Working by itself (9)

NOT SO EASY

ACROSS

1. Leak needed after barman’s first drink (5)

4. Lashed like a tiger (7)

8. What the gofer does with carbon father can
dry out (5,3,5)

10. Shackle stores under the same

ownership (5)

11. Sounds impatient or gets away from the
teachers (4)

12. Bearing one ascertained among soldiers (4)

16. Selected camisole top with stockings (5)

DOWN

1. Running at sea prior to getting indigestion perhaps (6,3,4)

2.In first part of Bible it is universally found rejected (3)

3. Half echo this version of the moral issue (6)

4. Itis the Sabbath and German, for example, will get

round it (6)

5. Quickly going to reverse motor in Gateshead (6)
6. Barrier to trap one maybe, not one to put out (9)

7. Sty lowlanders adapted for barriers without
mortar (3,5,5)
9.1t may be fired for working on its own (9)

1 2 3 5 6 7
8
9 10
11 12
13 14 15
16
17 18
19 20

17. (Match) between
countries (13)

13. Gave one afright (6)

14. Faint-hearted person (6)
15. Higher in rank (6)

18. Snatch, arrest (3)

between countries (13)
19. Translated from cipher (7)

20. Official garments (5) 20. Gets into vestments

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2751

17. Lock one away with a Lion at random match

19. Indeed, fish is to be retrieved from Morse (7)

13. Singer initially minded about suffering stage-fright (6)

14. Noel wrote of one having a yellow streak (6)

of sober cut (5)

ACROSS 1. Cough 4. Tankard 8. Materials 9. Off 10. Undress 12. Once 14. Capital 17. Aunt 18. Exigent 20. Il 21. Monomania 23. Negated 24. Nudge
DOWN 1. Communication 2. Untidy 3. Horseman 4. Twa 5. Nose 6. Abound 7. Differentiate 11. Spike 13. Talisman 15. Unclog 16. Weaned 19. Omit 22. Nod

More Newspéajjer and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t. me/Magazines_8890050582 (@Magazines_8880050582)

15. Higher-ranking one is confused right at the end (6)
18. Arrest one for overturning prohibition (3)
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Managing expectations
Households focus on headline inflation

The consumer price index-based inflation rate in June declined to 2.1 per cent, con-
siderably below the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI’s) legally mandated target of 4 per
cent. Anticipating a decline in the inflation rate, the Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC)inits June meeting decided to frontload the policy intervention and reduced
the policy repo rate by 50 basis points to 5.5 per cent. Several economists are of the
view that theinflation rate will remain soft in the coming months and are debating
whether the MPC should further reduce the policy rate. From a policy perspective,
while it is important what economists and professional forecasters think, central
bankers pay considerable attention to household inflation expectations as well. A
new research article by RBI economists, published in its latest Monthly Bulletin,
tracks household inflation expectations and emerging trends. Some of its findings
are worth discussing here.

It is now well known that expectations significantly affect economic outcomes.
Therefore, central banks focus a great deal on managing inflation expectations. For
instance, if inflation expectations are not well anchored, a spike in the inflation rate
could get generalised more easily, making the central bank’sjob more difficult, poten-
tially leading to higher output loss because of higher policy rates. Thus, anchoring
expectationsisacritical element in ensuring price stability. Asthe paper notes, unlike
professional forecasters, household inflation expectations are formed by experience
and are susceptible to fluctuations. Importantly, the study, which has used data from
the RBI’s Inflation Expectations Survey of Households, found a decline in inflation
expectations from the highs of 2014, helped by the shift to the flexible inflation tar-
geting (FIT) regime, timely policy intervention, and easing of global pressures.

The decline in inflation expectations suggests that households are more com-
fortable with a rule-based policy regime. Since the target is well known, and if house-
holds believe that the central bank will work to align inflation outcomes with the
target, it will help maintain price stability. The study also shows that expectations
are more aligned with the headline inflation rate and not with the food inflation rate.
However, expectations can remain elevated during broadbased food inflation. Inter-
estingly, women do not show a consistent upward bias. However, individuals above
the age of 45 report higher expectations, which reflects their experience.

From the policy perspective, the paper arrives at some important conclusions.
As mentioned above, the shift to FIT has had a positive impact on expectations.
However, it has also been helped by supply-side intervention by the government,
such asexport bans. Although such steps help contain inflation, they have costs for
producers, which are not appropriately accounted for in policymaking. Further,
high food inflation at the time of higher overall inflation can keep expectations elev-
ated. This also reflects the higher share of food items in the consumption basket.
The study also shows that it is important to target headline inflation to manage
expectations and improve welfare. There has been considerable debate on the
target since the adoption of FIT. Several economists have argued that since mon-
etary policy has alimited impact on food prices, which are often subject to supply
shocks, the RBIshould target core inflation. However, households look at the head-
line rate and removinga critical component could affect policymaking and expec-
tations, with implications for overall price stability and longer-term growth.

Turning tide in Gaza
Global community finally calls out Israel

After months oflooking the other way asIsrael unleashed an attack against civilians
in Gaza, key Western nations have performed a volte face of a kind. In short order,
France, the United Kingdom, and Canada have extended conditional recognition
of the state of Palestine in September and the two-state solution ahead of the 8oth
session of the United Nations (UN) General Assembly. In practical terms, the move
issymbolic, since the Palestinian state virtually does not exist. Butin the larger geo-
political context, this shift has enormoussignificance in the international commu-
nity’sstance onIsrael. For the first time, four of the five permanent members of the
UN Security Council are likely to extend recognition to Palestine (China and Russia
beingthe other two), isolating the United States (US). They would join 147 member
states — of the UN’s 193 — that recognise Palestine, India being among the earliest
to sign on. This shift in position was preceded by a joint declaration by the three
countries stating that they were “horrified” by the escalation by Israel in Gaza and
condemned the expansion of illegal settlements in the West Bank.

The governments of these three allies of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
are responding to a groundswell of public opinion against Israeli atrocities against
the Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank. Last week, Slovenia became the first
European Union (EU) member state to declare two Key Israeli ministers persona
non grata for their role in the Gaza offensive. On July 30, 58 former EU envoys urged
thebloc to end arms exports, sanction Israel, and act to stop “atrocity crimes”. Ear-
lier this week, dockworkers in France and Italy blocked shipments of arms compo-
nentsto Israel and called on their government to withdraw diplomatic support for
Israel. Germany, where Holocaust history forces a certain implacable support for
thestate of Israel, announced plansto airlift aid to Gaza, though its support for Israel
isintact. Even Saudi Arabia shed its studied indifference to the crisis by airdropping
food aid. These declarations round off a week of consequential diplomatic activity.
Over July29 and 30, a high-level UN conference issued the “New York Declaration”,
setting out a phased plan toend the nearly eight-decade conflict, culminating with
anindependent, demilitarised Palestine co-existing with Israel.

Around the same time, the eight-nation Hague Group, led by South Aftrica,
hosted ameeting of some 30 nations, including China, Spain, and Qatar, that agreed
to araft of measures againstIsraeli actions in Gaza —including a ban on supplying
arms, on ships transporting weapons and reviewing contracts with links to Israeli
companies. UN Special Rapporteur Francesca Albanese attended the meeting and
described it as “the most significant political development in the past 20 months”.
The question, of course, is how far this overt shift in public opinion will alter the
facts on the ground. Since the US continues to support Israel with 70 per cent of its
defence equipment, Israel Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu sees no reason to
rein in the defence forces in Gaza or settlers in the West Bank. The real test lies in
whether Europe will risk US President Donald Trump’s threat of tariffs or worse to
actively sanction Israel. Without more draconian pressure, the long-held two-state
solution to this eight-decade tragedy will remain as elusive as ever.

US tariftfs: Just a stumble

They present near-term growth challenges,
but India needs to play the long game

The announcement of 25 per cent tariffs by the
United States on imports from India, coupled with
an unspecified penalty for Russian energy and
defence purchases, marks a disappointing turn in
India-US trade relations and appears particularly
harsh, given that India was among the first to engage
the US in negotiations. India faces higher tariffs
than Vietnam (20 per cent), Indonesia (19 per cent)
and other Asian competitors, despite being at a
more advanced stage of negotiations. This disparity
raises questions over both the negotiation strategy
and the broader geopolitical dynamics at play.
However, viewing this setback through a
broader lens, the announced tariffs may well prove
temporary, serving as negotiating leverage rather
than a permanent arrangement. The scheduled visit
by the US trade delegation to India at the end of
August suggests dialogue channels
remain open and productive, with the
possibility of lowering tariffs, although
US trade deals with other countries sug-
gest the best-case outcome would still
be tariffs in the 15 to 20 per cent range.
The inability to negotiate better
tariff terms will lead to a short-term
economic cost, but this needs to be
assessed against the longer-term chal-
lenges that could have arisen by agree-
ingtoall of US demands, such as theloss
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Measuringthe economicimpact

The economic impact of these tariffs depends on
their duration and scope. Significant uncertainty
remains on this front, including on the penalty rate.
Currently, sectors under ongoing Section 232 investi-
gations —such as pharmaceuticals, semiconductors
& electronics, among others — are exempt from
reciprocal tariffs. This means India’s effective tariff
rate is lower than the announced 25 per cent rate,
although still higher than our prior expectations of
around 10 per cent.

Iftariffs sustain at these levels through FY26, then
we estimate that the immediate impact would shave
0.2 percentage points from our FY26 gross domestic
product (GDP) growth forecast of 6.2 per cent. The US
is India’s largest export destination, accounting for
about 2.2 per cent of GDP. For many product cat-
egories, exports to the US account for 30-
40 per cent of India’s global exports,
highlighting the significance of maintain-
ing competitive access to the US market.

Small and medium enterprises
(SMESs) in the export chain are especially
vulnerable. These businesses, often oper-
ating with limited working capital and
razor-thin margins, may struggle to
absorb the additional costs. The ripple
effects could extend to employment, par-
ticularly in sectors like textiles and gems

of policy flexibility, precedent-setting
concessions and domestic political consequences.
While other nations secured quick, often verbal
deals, India has pursued a more thorough process
aimed at a comprehensive trade agreement.

The penalty for Russian energy and military
purchases adds another layer of complexity, as
India’s strategic autonomy in energy and defence
procurement has become entangled with trade
negotiations. India can reduce its reliance on Rus-
sian oil imports by sourcing more from West Asia
and ramping up LNG imports, although costs could
be higher. The country needs to carefully navigate
its relationship with Russia while maintaining a
productive dialogue with the US and ensuring
energy security.

& jewellery, where SMEs play a crucial
role.India could alsolose its competitive advantage in
the marine food products sector, where it has built sig-
nificant market share in the US for items like shrimp
and prawns. Pharmaand electronics are not subject to
reciprocal tariffs, but they could face a heavier burden
later, when the Section 232 sectoral tariffs are imposed.

Indiawill alsolose out on any potential trade diver-
sion benefits in the near term. The reciprocal tariffs
matter for gaining a relative tariff arbitrage over com-
petitor countries. Most Association of Southeast Asian
Nation (Asean) economies have negotiated atariffrate
ofabout 20 per cent, which means India’s relative tariff
advantage, even if the final rate is negotiated lower,
will not be as significant as was believed earlier.

However, this should not overshadow India’s

longer-term attractiveness in the global supply chain.
The broader China Plus One strategy continues to
favour India, driven by factors beyond tariff consider-
ations. Recent investments in electronics and other
sectors demonstrate that companies are looking at
diversification and India’s structural advantages,
rather than just tariff arbitrage. The momentum in
low- and mid-tech manufacturing sectors, including
electronics assembly, textiles and toys suggestsIndia’s
integration into global value chains is likely to con-
tinue, despite these headwinds.

India’s policy strategy

India’s policy response to the trade challenges needs
to be multi-pronged and carefully calibrated. On the
trade front, India should maintain its strategic
approach to negotiations while showing flexibility on
specific issues. While agriculture and dairy remain
sensitive due to domestic political considerations,
there’s room for compromise in other areas, such as
autosor by increasing US purchases. The focus should
beonsecuringabalanced deal that protects core inter-
estswhiledemonstrating India’scommitment totrade
liberalisation and addressing legitimate concerns
about non-tariff barriers.

Over the medium term, export diversification
becomes even more critical. Recent free trade agree-
ments with the United Kingdom and ongoing negoti-
ations with the European Union, New Zealand and
others are in the right direction. These efforts need to
be accelerated to reduce dependence on any single
market. This is also an opportunity to accelerate struc-
tural reforms.

In addition to fast-tracking its negotiations, the
government should also consider targeted support for
affected exporters, particularly SMEs, through
measures like interest rate subvention and enhanced
exportincentives, while maintaining fiscal discipline.
The banking sector could play a role by ensuring
adequate working capital support to affected sectors.

Monetary policy will also have to play a role in
cushioning the impact. Soft domestic demand and
adverse trade developments suggest downside risk to
growth, at a time when inflation is low. Currency
depreciation, if sustained, can add to imported infla-
tion, butany pass-through should be limited and more
than offset by other disinflationary forces. Inflation is
likely to moderate to 2.8 per cent in FY26, well below
both the Reserve Bank of India’s forecast of 3.7 per cent
andits4 per cent target. This meansthatthe RBI'srate-
cutting cycle is not over, despite the change in its
stance to neutral. We see room for the terminal repo
rate to settle 0.5 percentage points lower at 5 per cent
by the end of this year.

In summary: Overall, US tariffs do present a
near-term challenge, but India’s policy response
should be more strategic than tactical, based on a cali-
brated cost-benefit analysis. In trade negotiations, as
in chess, sometimes you need to accept a temporary
disadvantage to secure a better long-term position.

The author is chief economist (India and Asia
ex-Japan) at Nomura

Incentivise, not penalise, digital

India’s digital journey has been nothing short of trans-
formational. The country hasbuilt world-class digital
public infrastructure (DPI) in areas such as identity
(Aadhaar), payments (Unified Payments Interface),
and financial inclusion (the Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-
Mobile trinity). These foundational platforms have
reduced friction across sectors and empowered
citizens across socio-economic strata. Now, with the
emergence of domain-specific digital public infra-
structures such as the Open Network for Digital Com-
merce, the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission in
healthcare, and digital agriculture initiatives, India is
settoredefine how markets, services, and innovation
scalein an inclusive manner.

But while the infrastructure is
robust, misaligned incentives threaten
to limit the potential of these digital

ence fee” per ticket, while paying in cash at a counter
is free. Similar discrepancies exist in electricity and
property tax payments, exam fees, FASTag recharges,
and airline bookings — where digital payments
attract charges but offline transactions do not.
Thisreverse incentive structureimpacts price-sen-
sitive consumers and first-time digital users. The logic
behind charging convenience fees —usually torecover
payment gateway costs — is understandable. But it
ignores the cost savings that digital modes bring to
service providers: Reduced queue management,
lower reconciliation errors, faster settlement, and
minimised cash handling. The cost of payments to
the gateways and software providers is
miniscule compared to these savings.
When public-facing entities externalise
digital transaction costs to users, the

rails. Simply put, in many everyday =0 L message to consumers becomes clear:

scenarios, digital payments cost more t Cash ischeaper.

than cash — a paradox that undercuts __':; The GST misalignment: The disin-

the idea of a cashless economy. - centive also extends to how digital-first
Take the case of UPL In May; it clocked business models are taxed. Take passenger

nearly 19 billion transactions worth over transport services, for example. Under

25 trillion. UPI has surpassed all other g g sHARMA goodsand servicestax (GST)rules,non-AC

instruments in both volume and reach,
becoming the primary mode of payment
formillions. Itssuccessisnoaccident —itis freetouse,
both for peer-to-peer and merchant payments.

What goes unacknowledged is that UPI also
reduces the systemic cost of currency management.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and commercial
banks together spend around 0.15-0.2 per cent of
currency in circulation annually on printing, dis-
tributing, and securing cash — particularly small-
denomination notes. UPI displaces much of this
burden through instant, traceable micropayments.
At a macro level, it is a strategic tool for formalisa-
tion, transparency, and fiscal efficiency. Given these
benefits, one would expect digital payments to be
actively incentivised. Yet in practice, users are often
penalised for going digital.

The convenience fee conundrum: Consider
railway ticket bookings. A passenger using the rail-
ways’ online portal and UPI pays a ¥15-30 “conveni-

contract carriages are exempt from GST,
butaggregatorslike Uber and Olamust pay
GST on the full fare under Section 9(5) of the Central
GST Act. This distinction is logical — they control the
transaction life cycle from matching the passenger
with the driver and collecting the fare. But confusion
ariseswith platform-as-a-service (PaaS) models—digi-
tal platforms that enable discovery but do not process
payments or provide the service themselves. These
platforms charge asmall facilitation fee from users but
are now being asked to pay GST on the entire transac-
tion value, including the fare, even though they do not
deliver the service or handle payments.

This is akin to asking Google to pay tax on every
product purchased after a user clicks a search result.
As ONDC and other discovery-layer DPIs expand to
health, agriculture, and logistics, such classification
mismatches could severely throttle innovation.

This growing mismatch between policy objectives
and ground-level incentives requires urgent correc-

tion. Here’s a pragmatic road map:

©® Mandate zero convenience fees for public digi-
taltransactions: Central and state ministries, public
sector units, and regulated utilities should be pro-
hibited from levying digital-only charges for essential
services. Where digital reduces operational cost, it
must not be passed on to the user.

® Reform the zero-MDR framework: The zero mer-
chant discount rate policy was critical in UPI adop-
tion. But as the system matures, a tiered MDR model
—where micro-merchants remain exempt but larger
businesses contribute nominally — can help payment
service providers remain commercially viable and
reinvest in infrastructure.

® Enforce payment mode parity: The RBI, National
Payments Corporation of India, and sector regulators
must enforce pricing neutrality across payment
modes. A digital transaction should never cost more
than an offline one.

® Correct GSTtreatmentfor SAAS & PAAS: Taxrules
must distinguish between full-stack aggregators and
digital facilitators. Only entities that control the trans-
action end-to-end and collect the payment should be
liable for GST on the total fare. A principled classifica-
tion of platforms under GST is urgently needed to pre-
vent stifling DPI-enabled business models.

Beyond infrastructure: A behavioural shift:
Indiahasalreadylaid the tracks of a truly inclusive digi-
tal economy. But we must ensure that these rails are
accessible by default—not priced as a premium. That
calls formore than infrastructure — it demands aligned
incentives, consumer trust, and coherent policy sig-
nals. Atits core, this is not a technology problem. It is
an economic design challenge. When consumers and
service providers see tangible value in choosing digital
—wewon’t need to push digital. It will be the default. If
we fail to course-correct now, we risk hollowing out the
transformative promise of DPIL. A digital economy
cannot be built on a foundation where progress is
penalised, and legacy behaviours are rewarded. The
time to align incentives with intention is now.

The author is former secretary, department of elec-
tronics & IT, Gol. The views are personal

Calculating the arts

BOOK
REVIEW

DEVANGSHU DATTA

Marcus Du Sautoy is a working mathema-
tician who holds the Simonyi Chair for
the Public Understanding of Science at
Oxford University. He is the writer of sev-
eral acclaimed books, including The
Musicofthe Primes, which is a superb
explanation of the Riemann Hypothesis.

Dr Du Sautoy is also a classical musi-
cian who plays trumpet and violin in
orchestras. He learnt Sanskrit in order to
grasp the theory behind the rhythms and
melodies of Indian classical music, and
the metres and syllabic count of epic
poetry. He has also written (and per-
formed) plays with mathematical
themes.

The wide-ranging interests enable
this polymath to easily segue into the
subject of this book, which is all about the
mathematical underpinnings of creativ-
ity in art, music, literature and architec-
ture. The author’s breadth of interest and
expertise helps him to explain how inti-
mately the wellsprings of creativity are
connected to mathematics, even where
the creative artists themselves may not be
explicitly aware of the connections.

The writing is sprightly and the width
of research is impressive. There are refer-
ences scattered through this book that
will lead the engaged reader down into a
wonderland of rabbit holes. The dramatis
personae — the creative souls whose
work is analysed and picked apartin
some detail — are listed in order of
appearance.

It’'sa very eclectic list. The musicians’
list, for example, includes Olivier Mess-
iaen, Radiohead, Philip Glass, Bjork,
Sarngadeva, two members of the Bach
family, Mozart and David Bowie, among
others. The book cuts similar wide

swathes through arts, literature and
architecture. There are likely to be many
names there in that list of dramatis per-
sonae that even the most erudite of
readers has never encountered and a dive
into their hitherto unfamiliar works is a
fun way to expand mental horizons.

The chapters are organised according
to mathematical themes, rather than
being segmented by the arts. Each
chapterislabelled a “Blueprint” and
works across all creative fields that exploit
the characteristics of this specific blue-
print are examined. The Blueprints
include prime numbers, circles, Fibon-
acci numbers (including “tribonacci”
numbers), golden ratios, fractals, the pla-
tonic solids, symmetry, hyperbolic
geometry, and randomness.

The maths isn’t densely presented.
This is another area where Dr Du Sautoy
shines. He has the ability to expound on
sometimes complicated mathematical
subjects without losing the lay reader in
thickets of explanation. He alsohasa
knack for coming up with common-or-
garden examples that make the abstruse
familiar. For example, the “A-series” of
paper sizes was designed with one spe-
cific mathematical property in mind:

When folded in half across the
longer side, the new paper size
retains the same ratio of length
of sides as the original. If the
shortside is1unitand the
longer side is A units, the ratio
is A:1. When we fold the paper

HOW MATHEMATICS

SHAPES CREATIVITY

Dr Du Sautoy, with his
knowledge of Eastern and
Western classical music
and Sanskrit easily navi-
gates the similarities and
differences in treatments.
In passing, [would love to

along A, theratioofhalfAto1, - actually read a full-length
or1: A/2must be the same as book where Dr Du Sautoy
A:1and onthe next fold, the focuses on global schools
ratio 0.5:A/2 must again be the of classical music.

same. This involves working When it comes to Fibon-
with the square root of 2, which ~ Blueprints: How acci numbers, the exposi-
isanirrational number that Mathematics Shapes tion on their usein art and
cannot be exactly calculated. Creativity architecture is brilliant.
Tuninga piano (where the ratio 2Y Marcus Du Sautoy “Fibs” are sequences cre-

of frequency of two consecu- Published Py ated by adding the last two
tive notes must be the same) HarperCollins numbersto generate the
alsoinvolvesworkingwiththe ~ 330 Pages 599 pextasinii2,3,5813andso

square root of 2, and it’s a sig-

on. Asthe sequence

nificant practical issue.

The use of mathematics in working
out musical rhythms, or in the setting of
poetic metres and syllable counts may
be understood intuitively by creative art-
istes who know nothing about the
numbers. But the methods are laid outin
rigorous detail by Pingala in his manual,
Chandasastra, which analyses verse,
and Sarngadeva in Sangita Ratnakara.

extends, the golden ratio

1.61appearsin the ratio between each
number and its successor. Fibs arise nat-
urally in hundreds of phenomena —
most famously so in the birth rates and
population growth of rabbits (Where
Fibonacci first mentioned them) and in
the number of petals on a flower.

Incidentally, as Dr Du Sautoy men-
tions, there is a movement to get this
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sequence renamed to honour the Jain
monk Hemachandrabecause he
described them long before Fibonacci.
Similar points could be made about the
Taylor Series and Pascal’s Triangle, which
both pop up in Indian and Chinese maths
centuries before Taylor and Pascal dis-
covered them.

One of the few diagrams in the book (I
wish there were more) explains the way
Le Corbusier used Fibs in designing one
of his most famous buildings. Another
diagram looks at the Charbagh design
template for layouts, which so often fea-
tures in architecture. This has fractal
elements, just like a snowflake and, of
course, artists like Jackson Pollock
exploited fractal properties long before
mathematicians figured them out. Per-
haps the most famous fractal would be
the Eye of Sauron from The Lord of the
Rings and the Marvel Universe has also
used them extensively.

This isabook that leaves you unsatis-
fied in the best possible way because it
teases the reader with so many themes
hanging in the air, all worthy of further
exploration. It’s like a musical composi-
tion that fades out with an incomplete
chord and leaves you wanting more.
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What Trump is Right
About Our Agriculture

Denying farmers market access, a disservice

Protectingagriculturehasbeen the bedrock of India’s tariff
policy since Independence. The arguments in favour have
endured:food security and farmlivelihoods. Which begsthe
question of whether the policy has served us over eight de-
cades. Extended to manufacturing and services, India’s ta-
riffs create concentric rings of protection that render agri-
culture uncompetitive. Factory jobs in a protected economy
withnostrongrecord of innovation donotgrow fastenough
to absorb excess workforce from farms, perpetuating low
productivity. This shows up in low farm wages and insuffici-
entfood. Selective price supports skew farming in favour of
crops that the government stockpiles and perpetuate short-
falls in others. The food security we seek is an illusion, and
India finds itself having to export its extra produce and im-
port what it cannot grow enough of. Since we are continuo-
usly in the market for food, both asa buyer and as a seller, we
ought to be playing by market rules.
? Farmers constitute India’s largest
# populationof entrepreneurs. Denying
& them accesstothe market doesthema
- disservice. They need protection, but
W not in the form in which it’s being pro-
% vided. Risks associated with farming
" in India must be lowered through a
continuingincrease in crop productivity and sustainable
use of land and water. We are going in the other direction,
where productivity is rising through intensive use of im-
ported inputs like fertilisers. What we need is large-scale
investments in farm technology, including GM crops, and
in marketing, logistics and warehousing of farm produ-
ce. Farmingmust become amature industry if itisexpec-
ted to provide the country with food security. At some po-
int, the discourse must move beyond identifying market
failure tofinding and implementing remedies.

An economy the size of India cannot shield half its po-
pulation from market forces in perpetuity. And the eco-
nomy cannot grow fast enough if farming remains trap-
ped inlow productivity. Shorn of bluster, Donald Trump
isstatingthe obvious.

Travelling to US? Get
Vaccinated to be Safe

Getting vaccinated against diseases unheard of at home was
something people in ‘first world’ countries did before travel-
ling to faraway places, especially the tropics. The ability to
eradicate illnesses like rubella, measles and polio was long
considered amarker of development. But, of late, richIndians
travelling to the US are being advised to ensure they’re up to
date on their vaccinations for ‘childhood’ diseases.

There’s good reason to follow this advisory. The number of
reported measles cases in the US has hit a 33-year high, with
over 1,300 confirmed infections as of July. The data, released
by Johns Hopkins University, marks a milestone in the ongo-
ing outbreak of a highly contagious, vaccine-preventable di-
sease once declared eliminated in the US.
92% cases were people who were either
unvaccinated or whose vaccination sta-
tus was unknown, according to CDC. Re-
- surgenceof thesediseasesisduetoadrop
in vaccination rates in the US. While the
decline began before the pandemic, Covid
disruptions to healthcare acted as a boos-
ter shot for resurgence. Many parents chose not to vaccinate
their children because they ‘didn’t see these diseases’, while
vaccine fatigue, misinformation and growing distrust played
their part. US secretary of health Robert F Kennedy Jr previo-
usly spread misinformation about childhood vaccinations
and downplayed the outbreak — before eventually endorsing
MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) vaccine as infections surged.

Ironically, while the US requires all immigrants to be vacci-
nated against a range of diseases to protect its residents, it
cannot impose the same on its own citizens. So, if you're hea-
ding to the US, you’ll require more than your visa. Take your
shots, and enter the US at your own health risk.

)
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Retroactive scapegoating is getting
a bitold and frayed now, no?

Soggoy Weather?
Blame Nehru-Mrs G

Thelaw of diminishingreturns hasraised its all-too-fami-
liar head again this monsoon session in Parliament. The
national pastime of blaming Nehru for everything wrong
with the country hasbeenjoined by ‘It’sIndira’sfault!’ Res-
pondingto questions about Operation Sindoor and why In-
dian soldiers didn’t march into Lahore for breakfast, have
lunch inIslamabad and dinner at Rawalpindi, BJP Lok Sa-
bhamembers brought up how Mrs G had ‘literally begged’
—asopposed to ‘metaphorically’—Richard Nixon to inter-
vene in the 1971 war against Pakistan.

That everything from traffic jams and the price of toma-
toes to 25%+ Trump tariffs are the fault of the Nehru-Gan-
dhisisquiteobvious.If you’ve beenin governmentsolong,
and India has veered away from being viksit-ed, who is to
blame? Surely, not someone who’s been sitting in the chair
foramerellyears. Missed yourmorningchaibecause milk
prices soared? Indira probably whispered it into the dairy
board’s ear in 1974. Retroactive scapegoating has become
oneop-ed away from blaming Nehrufor global warmingand
his daughter for your internet buffering to spoil your TV
dinner last night. But what’s novel and wonderful is that a
non-Nehru-Gandhihasfinally been dragged in, thistimeto
blame for Afzal Guru not being hanged pronto: P Chidam-
baram. Now, finally, we’re freshening up the narrative.

TARIFFS Trade with Trump is about his local political interests and little about strategic ties

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri

nce upon a time, there was

a superpower. It acted as a

superpower should — it to-

ok the long view on how to

maintain itspositioninthe
world. But the blood, sweat and dollars
required to convertlong view intoreal-
ity became too much. There was a se-
ries of popular revolts against being a
costly superpower, culminating in the
US reelecting Donald J Trump as its
president.

Whether in Trump’s frank, if attim-
esincoherent, statements, or in theeco-
nomic strategy outlined in the Mar-a-
Lago Accord, there has emerged a new
long view. Namely, how to stop being
Atlasholdingup the geopolitical sky to
being a country that monetises its pro-
vision of global public goods.

There are some elements of MAGA
philosophy that make sense given the
economic distress of Middle America.
But Trump’s version is both extreme
and whimsical. This includes a belief
thatthetariff isthe one-size-fits-all sol-
utiontoallof the US’ external econom-
icwoes. Itisalsoextremely short term:
Trump cares not if you are an ally; ad-
versary or aardvark. He has to deliver
to his MAGA constituency, and he will
doso, hell or high water.

This America First in extremis led
to ‘Liberation Day’, fast-tracked nego-
tiations and full-fledged tariff battles
over automobiles, medicines, steel and
soya. Trump, as he outlined in his 1987
book, Art of the Deal, believes negoti-
ations are about getting ‘leverage’ on
the other guy, ‘push and push’ until he
bends, strike a deal, and then be all
smiles and handshakes. In Manhattan
real estate, thishasrepercussions only
in Brooklyn. When you are president
of the most powerful nation, the ‘lever-
age’ partincludeslevellingeconomies,
threatening war and seeking Nobel Pe-

Staring down globalisation

ace Prize endorsements.

The US-Indian tradenegotiations st-
arted well enough. One part of the US’
retreat from global leadership is the
erosionof theinternational tradingsys-
tem. Thismade it easy for India to offer
zero-for-zero tariffs. Why? Because if
India did not have to apply MFN status
— i.e, grant the same tariffs to China
— then lowering barriers to the West
was feasible. Indian industry realised
that ex-China, it was competitive.

Thefirst gremlin was Trump’s deci-
siontomovefromaleisurely 3-phasene-
gotiation into one sweeping executive
order to be ready by August 1. The next
gremlin was agriculture. Here, the po-
litics becomes all ‘Little Houses on the
Prairie’. The larger trade battle has all
along been the US vs China. Beijing is
also a superpower, and has hit back at
UStariff actions: withdrawing perma-
nent magnets, critical minerals and,
lessnoticed, reduced imports of soya.

Now, watch how the last plays out.
Soya isaMAGA crop, grown in Middle
American states from which Trump
draws his support. The next harvest is
in September, but the roughly $25 bn-a-
year China soya market has now gone
toBrazil. Trumplashes out: Brazil gets
a 50% tariff. He’s not sure talks with
China will be done in time for the har-
vest.So, helooksaroundforanalterna-
tive and sees India, which imports abo-
ut $4 bn worth of soyabean oil a year.

New Delhi has conceded on apples,
berries and almonds. However, these

are grown on the West Coast, land of
Kamala Harris, therefore discounted
by a president who prefers Greenland
to California. So, the trade talks run
aground on soft shoals of soya (and a
few other things).

Narendra Modi, not interested in

another bruising battle with his farm-
ers, and Trump, who wants to hold on
totheloyalty of hisfarmers,arenow in
astand-off. The Russian oil stuff isjust
moral gloss. It barely came up in the 49
rounds of talks.

This type of stuff happens in trade
dealsall the time. That is when govern-
ments take the long view and say, ‘We
have Other Plans for this country;, so
let’s tell our local hicks to take a hike
and compromise.’ In our New World of

Modi, not

farmers, and
Trump, who wants
to hold on to the
loyalty of his
farmers, are now
in a stand-off

Disorder, geopolitics is local, even hy-
perlocal in some of thelargest nations.
(It’shappening in China as well.)

The US of today isa Superman body
and a Dennis the Menace head. Its ca-
pitalisnolonger Washington, but Mar-
a-Lago. Yet, it still has enormous res-
ources and capabilities. It still makes
sense for India to hitch its economic
and technological wagon to the US.

But India should not assume it can
make the argument that the US should
bend because it will benefit strategi-
cally. ‘Strategic’ isa four-letter word for
Trump. And this isespecially true when
it comes to trade today and — watch
this space—for currency tomorrow.

Trump canbe expected toabuseand
accuseIndia over thenextfew weeksun-
til negotiations resume. He will hope a
few weeks of tariffs will soften up New
Delhi. He may also come to a deal with
Chinaand completely forget about soya,
cheese and other things gumming up
the gears. New Delhi should consider
reachingouttothecircle of Wall Street
tycoons whom Trump holds in awe,
but who also put money into India.

Trump is clearly piqued that Modi
has refused to talk to him since June,
despiteattempts by the White House to
reach out. This
strategy hasme-
rit, but needs to

interested il'! ) be determined

another bruising  whether it has

battle with his rmllltscoursa
neveryother

arm of the Tru-
mp regime, and
every other poli-
cy space, wheth-
er terrorism or
defence, tech or
investment, spa-
ceordigitaltech-
nology; the US-India relationship rem-
ains solid. At times, MAGAnese show
their inexperience: the Trump regime
thought it was doing a favour to India
when it intervened in Operation Sin-
door. But everyone in the administra-
tionalsosays, ‘Get thistrade deal done,
then the president’s happy, and every-
thingelse will flow.’

The writer is South Asia practice head,
Eurasia Group
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OF THE DAY

Trump declared with
a mischievous grin,

Tl fix global love —
let’s begin!’

He nudged India’s hand,
Made Russia look grand,

Now, they’re dating again
— thanks to him!

*Proposed includes pre-permit, permitted, under construction, exploration, announced

113 mtpa

COAL CAPACITY

Newly operating coal mine capacity fell to just 105 million tonnes
(Mt) in 2024 - the lowest level in a decade, reflecting delays in
China and India and a cooldown after recent expansion surges,
according to Global Coal Mine Tracker. Globally, more than 850
coal mine projects across 30 countries with a total capacity of
2,270 mpta are in various stages of development. Here's a list...

Proposed” coal mining capacity, million tonnes/annum
Indonesia Canada Kazakhstan

329 165 98

1A 5

. Others: Serbia, Colombia, US, Bangladesh, Mongolia, Botswana,
20 other” countries philippines, Uzbekistan, Laos, Romania, Tanzania, Bosnia

and Herzegovina, Kyrgyzstan, Turkiye, UK, North Macedonia,
Ukraine, Tajikistan, Niger & Vietnam

@000 -

India Australia Russia SAfrica Pakistan Mozambique

Bell Curves

= R Prasad

31 22 17

73 38

(30 countries)

2,270 mtpa
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SANJEEV RAJ JAIN

History is in flux. Ancient
India has changed beyond

all recognition!
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Ok, It's Blg Bang Tlme i'ﬁ%sussncu

Amitabh Kant
|

The global economy isenteringan era
of fragmentation and strategic friction.
On Wednesday, Donald Trump announ-
ced a25% tariff onIndia, plus a penalty.
Despite therhetoric, the nations are
close partners, with the US being one of
India’s most important export destina-
tions. While we have deep and growing
ties with the US, we must not compromi-
seonour strategic autonomy.

Regardless of atrade deal, India must
address what lies within its control. We
can’t integrate into GVCs unless we make
our economy more competitive. To seize
this opportunity, we must act with clar-
ity speed and conviction, anchored in
five strategic imperatives:

P Regulatory reforms Today’s comp-
liance-heavy regime must be replaced
with a trust-based regulatory system.
Incorporating regulatory impact assess-
ments and expediting the restructuring
of regulatory bodies will be essential.
The recently announced Jan Vishwas
2.0Billisa step in theright direction, but
deeper operational reform is essential.
The National Single Window System
must become the default for business ap-
provals. Business incorporation should
auto-trigger GST, MSME and Startup
Indiaregistrations.

Further, a comprehensive GST reform,
including rationalisation of rates and
the inclusion of petroleum, electricity
and real estate, will reduce friction and
unlock business growth. To send a pow-
erful and unequivocal signal, the new
labour codes must be implemented.

A strongpartnership between the state
and the private sector must drive India’s
growth. Rules must be clear, consistent
and easy to follow. This entails building
public goods, reducing bureaucratic red
tape and fostering fair competition. Whe-
ther through markets or public-private
models, the goal is the same: to unlock

productivity, support innovation and
expand opportunities. We have a perfect
example in DPI. Now, we must build on
this success by embracing the next fron-
tier: Industry 5.0, where tech, human
creativity and sustainability meet.

» Unlock investments DBTs have
curbed wasteful expenditure. Now,
simplifying tax filing and improving
enforcement will enhance compliance
and collections. Fast-tracking disinvest-
ment and scaling asset monetisation
can unlock non-tax revenue (NTR). Re-
forms in PSEs can improve returns and
productivity.

RBI has done a phenomenaljob in front-
loadingreporate cuts this year. However;
over time, a plan should be formulated
toreduce the SLR for banks, thereby
freeing up capital and lowering the cost
of borrowing.

India must steadily raise its infrastruc-
ture spending from the current 3.5% of
GDPtoatleast4-5% over the nextfive
years. This willnot only crowd in pri-
vate investment but also lowerlogistics
costs, improve productivity and create
long-term capacity for growth.

» Aim for global capital and talent
To export competitively, we must also
import efficiently. Our high tariffs and
inconsistent quality control orders
(QCOs)raise input costs, penalise ex-
porters and deter investors. A rational,
globally aligned tariff structureis vital.
At the same time, India must diversify
its export markets and product mix to
reduce vulnerability to geopolitical
shocks and policy unpredictability.

Don’t hold back

Press Note 3 rightly imposes safeguar-
ds on FDI from neighbouring countries,
including China. But in sectorslike com-
ponent manufacturing, where China is
embedded in GVCs, strategic autonomy
must allow calibrated economic enga-
gement. We should not let security con-
cerns prevent us from sourcing effici-
ently and scaling competitively.

Indiamust also replicate the success
story of mobile manufacturing across
other sectors. This involves engaging dir-
ectly withleading firms, providing them
with plug-and-play infrastructure, and
ensuring swift and certain approvals.

AsPLIs mature, India must pivot to in-
novation, R&D and export heft. A Global
Research Chairs programme — with top
talent, flexible terms and world-class labs
—can anchor this shift. Liberal visas
and diaspora ties will strengthen our
global STEM ecosystem.

Innovation needs more than talent —
itneedsanenablingstateandascal-
ingprivate sector. Without that eco- \
system, breakthroughs rarely become
global wins.

» Focus on tourism India’s tourismis
rich but underplayed. It’s time to reboot
‘Incredible India’ with modern storytel-
ling, global co-branding and diaspora
outreach. A unified digital window for
clearances and real-time e-visas iskey
tounlocking its full potential.

» Let cities lead India’s cities fuel grow-
th, but struggle with congestion and
poor governance. The Z11akh cr Urban
Challenge Fund is a big step—now; it
must reward clean air; green spaces and
smart mobility Empower municipali-
tiesasdriversof creative economy, not
justservice providers.

The disruptions caused by tariff wars,
supply chain realignments and geopoli-
tical tensions have opened a window of
opportunity for India to take thelead.
However, true leadership will not emer-
gefrom tinkering or hesitation.

With the right reforms, we can unleash
free enterprise, attract capital and ac-
celerate growth across sectors. Now is
the time to act boldly, deliver big, and
make India the world’s most dynamic
growth story.

The writer is former G20 sherpa, Gol
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Having
Bhel Puri

There isavery particular
kind of blissreserved for the
roadside bhel puri experien-
ce—an experience that’sless
about the snack itself and
more about theritual. It be-
gins with The Wait.

You stand in line, eyes lock-
ed onthe bhel puriwala’s
hands, hypnotised by the
choreography of crushed
puri, chopped onions, fresh
coriander, and a squeeze of
lime that dances between
precision and chaos. The
symphony of crunch, tang
and spice is composed with
ladles and instinct, not mea-
surement cups.

Butthe waitingis sacred.
Inthe

background, traffic sput-
ters, strangers gossip, and
thebhel cart, parked like a
sacred ark of flavour, sends
out whiffs of roasted jeera
and mustard oil. Time slows
down, and your anticipation
grows more delicious than
hunger itself. Every added
ingredientisan act of culi-
nary flirtation.

And then it’s handed to you.
One bite, and the world turns
technicolour. Crisp meets
soft, sweet collides with spi-
cy,and your mouth isnolon-
gerjustanorgan —it’sath-
eatre of emotions. No table,
no cutlery beyond that wood-
en spoon and paper plate.
And youbecome one with
the universe —starting from
theroadside.

THE SPEAKING TREE

Hold Your
Horses

DEEPAK RANADE

Thefinancial markets are in the
grip of astorm. Nifty and Sensex,
the Indian equity benchmark in-
dices, dropped in trade on Thurs-
day; after Donald Trump announ-
ced a25% tariff plusadditional
penalty on India. Tensions bet-
ween nations, political posturing
orrhetoric are enough to cause
acascading decline of indices.
The stock market is largely influ-
enced by ‘market sentiment’. This
intangible but highly sensitive
parameter islargely speculative,
based on assumptions and possi-
blefiscal implications of factors
such as potential fallouts of Tru-
mp tariffs. All such volatile swings
aremerely storms ina teacup. Our
response should be more holistic,
agenuine appraisal of the situa-
tion, and not be guided by an im-
aginary extrapolation of surmo-
untable challenges.
Beingactively inactive requires
thehighestlevel of cerebration.
Ahigher intelligence that can ex-
erciserestraint and override im-
pulse and instinct. An intelligen-
cethat doesn’t trigger the primal,
visceral ‘fight, flight or fright’ res-
ponse. An equanimous ‘This too
shall pass’isall thatisrequired
todeal with such transient volati-
lity. The markets have seen many
upheavals, and then bounced back
again. Nothinglasts forever, ex-
cept fear and angst. Crashing mar-
kets, paradoxically, can be a good
opportunity tobuy rather than
to exit. In stock market parlance,
one need not be too apprehensive
of the ‘future’ and exercise the ‘op-
tion’ of equanimity and patience.
The one who remains stoic is
morelikely to have the last laugh.

_ Chat Room |

Tariffs Trump
Friendship

Apropos ‘Grump Gives Us His
Glare’ by Ashok V Desai, and
‘Now Sanction Trumpland?’ by
AmitKapoor (Jul 31), Donald Tru-
mp has exposed his Janus face by
clamping 25% tariff on Indian
goods, along with a penalty that
hehasjustified asIndia import-
ing oil from Russia, a country
now in the bad books of the US as
Vladimir Putin has been turning
adeaf earto Trump’s demand for
anend to its war with Ukraine.
Trump has added insult to inju-
ry by reiteratingthat Indiaisa
friend and with this sledgeham-
mer blow, has made it clear that
friendships can wait but tariffs
cannot. Congress has used this
totaunt the PM as his bonhomie
with the US president has not
translated intoreduced tariffs.
CVAravind

Bengaluru

Lord Best When
‘Out of My Mind’

Thisrefers to the news report,
‘Lord Meghnad Desai Passes
Away’ (Jul 30). The world haslost
an eminent India-born British
mainstream econometrician at
the LSE, a Labour Party activist,
alabour member of House of
Lords, and an insightful observer
of theIndian political scene. A
Padma Bhush-
anawardee,
Lord Meghnad
Desai’searly
works were
focused on the
Marxian thou-
ght, which he
expressed in his
first book, Marxian Economic
Theory, in1973. He also commit-
ted himself toan illustrious tea-
ching career at LSE, apart from
writing and editing more than
20 books and 200 articles. Asthe
first Indian Labour Party peer,
he was a passionate advocate of
UK-India ties. May herest in peace.
Pradeep Kumar

Surat

City Hardware
Is Obsolete

Apropos the Edit, ‘Regularise
Monsoon WFH in Our Cities’
(Jul 30), had policymakers kept
real estate syndicates in check,
IThubs could have been develop-
ed at different geographical loca-
tions within a city In Hyderabad,
for instance, all IT hubs are loc-
ated near elite areas that enjoy
the benefits of planned develop-
ment. However, the IT workfor-
ceisspread across the city. Not
everyone can buy a house near
workplace. Unless policymakers
change their approach, IT firms
will have to depend on the WFH
model. Tomake it a success, work-
force, too, must act responsibly.
N Nagarajan

Secunderabad

Letters to the editor may be addressed to

editet@timesofindia.com
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CONTRAPUNTO

When [ look up, | see people cashing in. | don’t see
heaven or saints or angels. | see people cashing in on
every decent impulse and every human tragedy
- JOSEPH HELLER, Catch-22

Trumped? Not Yet

He may rant but the road to a trade pact is open.
India should study how Japan, EU, S Korea did it

The sky didn’t fall after Trump’s tariff shock. Sensex ended

Thursday just 0.36 % lower, and if the markets have held their

nerve, so should Indian negotiators working on the trade
deal. It’s impossible to answer “what now” when Trump’s diktats
end in ellipses. One moment he rants about India’s “strenuous and
obnoxious non-monetary trade barriers”, then says talks are still
on, “You’ll know by the end of this week,” then vents again: “(India
and Russia) can take their dead economies down together, for all I
care.” Notes of petulance and impatience, but no clarity on the
Russia penalty he’ll charge on top of a 25% tariff starting today.
Which is why Trump’s act feels like a bluff.

Perhaps, Trump’s more keen on a deal with India than helets on.
So the Indian side should learn from his recent actions. His 40%
additional tariff on Brazil — total of 50% - is instructive. Starting
with the lowest rate of 10% in April, Trump’s hit Brazil with the

‘ = highest rate now, to meddle in its internal
affairs. Butthat’shis way. On Thursday, he
also said Canadian support for Palestinian
statehood “will make it very hard for us to
make a trade deal with them.” Yet, Brazil
isn’t too badly bruised because its aircraft,
iron, precious metals, wood pulp, energy,
fertilisers — and orange juice — industries
have been spared. Largely because
Brazilian negotiators got their US clients
to lobby for them. The Indian side should
dolikewise.

Korea’s deal also has useful pointers. Trump posted on Wednesday
itwouldhaveto “buydown ”its tariff ratefrom25%,and the Koreans
bid $350bn to get the 15% rate that Japan and EU got earlier with
investment pledges of $550bn and $600bn, respectively. In the bargain,
Korea can keep its rice and beef markets closed. Since agriculture
anddairyarekeystickingpointsin Indiannegotiations, India could
take this approach. Meanwhile, there’s no point losing sleep over
Pakistan’s “deal”, with an undisclosed tariff and Trump’s promise
of “developing their massive oil reserves”. Instead, the Russian oil
questionneeds all of India’s attention.

Until 2022, Russia supplied less than 1% of India’s oil, so scaling
back from the current 35-40% level is possible, especially with the
per barrel discount down to about $2 from a high of $18-20. Butit’'sa
geopolitical question, biggerthan the economics of tariffs. Afterall,
Russian S-400s, not American Patriots, took down Pakistani missiles
and drones in Op Sindoor. India must choose very carefully.

Well Judged

SC right in withdrawing own order on Bhushan Steel.
But GOI must finetune aspects of insolvency law

SC’S recall of its order from May that reversed JSW Steel’s

»

$2.3bn acquisition of the bankrupt Bhushan Power & Steel
Ltd in 2021, is wholly welcome. The May order had considered
two technical grounds: one, the eight-year timeline and two, fact that
JSW completed the takeover with a mix of equity and optionally
convertible debentures, when it should have used equity alone. SC
hadalsofoundadjudicatorybodies NCLT and NCLAT lacked juris-
diction and set aside their approvals — IBC’s Section 32A that says
that on approval of a plan, new investors would not inherit criminal
liabilities of previous promoters & directors was a key sticking
point. But SC’s position was that such immunity
could not override statutes like PMLA. SC’s
focus was entirely on statutory compliance
of the takeover process.
As TOI and our columnists wrote, SC’s
reversing the revival of a mismanaged
corporate entity was a big blow to India’s
insolvency framework. Not only would it
hurt JSW lenders and workers, but it would
also affect investor sentiment and prospects of
finding buyers for other insolvent companies.
Investors would run scared. On Thursday, SC said
the May order had not correctly considered precedents. IBC, intro-
duced in 2016, is one of India’s most significant reforms — enacted
to revive distressed assets, protect employment and maximise
stakeholder value. SC reversing its own order is an opportunity to
also finetune jurisdictions and boundaries. As the case proceeds,
GOI should also explore legislative or institutional redress for a
clarity of roles for NCLT and NCLAT, especially in light of SC’s
questions on application of Section 32A. Finality of insolvency
proceedings is IBC’sfundamental base.

lllegal Bengali

People who speak that Indian language face deportation
from Gurgaon and other parts of the country

Jug Suraiya

Bunny and I areliving under the Damoclean sword of summary
deportation. No, we’re not facing the prospect of deportation
from Trump’s America, where thousands of so-called illegal
migrants are being rounded up wholesale and chucked out of
the country.

We fear being deported out of Gurgaon where we’ve been
living for more years than we, or Gurgaon, might care to remember. The
powers-that-be in what bills itself asthe Millennium City havelaunched adrive to
identify and deport Bangladeshi migrants who’ve snuck into India, and then
into Gurgaon, to find employment as domestic help and in other menial jobs.

The problem isthat the powers-that-belack thelinguisticability todistinguish
between a Bangladeshi and a citizen from the Indian state of Bengal. For
Gurgaon’s officialdom, anyone speaking Bengali is a suspect Bangladeshi who

should be ejected forthwith.

That the Bengali a Bangladeshi speaks is easily distinguished
| from the Bengali spoken by an Indian Bengali by the way the letter
. " ‘s’ is pronounced — Bangladeshis use the hard ‘s’ as in Kiss;
Indian Bengalis use the soft ‘s’ as in dish - is a piece
M . of elocutionary trivia of which the local authorities

jugu larvein remain blissfully ignorant.
Havinglived most of our lives in what was Calcutta,
Bunny and Ispeak fluent if ungrammatical Bengaliand occasionally converse
with each otherinthatlanguage tokeepourlingual hand in, tomix metaphors.
If some snoopy eavesdropper were to overhear us, would we be reported for

immediate expulsion as illegal migrants?

Indeed, wearemigrants whoaseconomicrefugeesleft Calcutta, which after
years of Marxist rule had become not just a backwater, but a stagnant pond, to
seek gainful employment in National Capital Region, and had done it without
seeking official sanction.

Does that make us instantly deportable illegal migrants? If so, where
should we be deported to? Bangladesh won’t have us. So would our only deportable
destination be Mamata’s welcoming Republic of Bengal, ultimate refuge for
the illegal Bengali?

HOW TO DEAL WITH HIM

Don’t get riled. Don’t retreat from red lines in trade talks. Remember India withstood earlier hostile
US action. Keep talking to him. But fast-track other trade talks. Retaliate if he targets service
exports. Plan for worst case impact on growth. Give domestic stimulus if exports take a big hit

Gautam Bambawale

Indian public opinion
isincensed by Trump’s
Truth Social post about
having reached a deal
with Pakistan, topros-
pect for and develop
oil and natural gas in that country. He
goes on to say that the search for the
right company to undertake this work
is ongoing. To add salt to the wound,
he writes that perhaps in the future
India could purchase oil from Pakis-
tan. This has created a furore in our
media, in Parliamentand in our public
atlarge.

As expected, opposition has labelled
this development as the failure of govt’s
foreign policy. And our people are won-
dering what Trump is up to, especially
how he has got so close to Rawalpindi
during this second term. Not only has
hefeted Field Marshal Asim Munirover
lunch at the White House, but now US
govtappearstobecozyingupagain with
Islamabad.

There can be little doubt that the
Pakistanis have played their cards well.
They catered to Trump’s ego by nomi-
nating him for the Nobel peace prize,
going far beyond giving him credit
for bringing the recent India-Pak
hostilities to an end. They have also
ensured that Trump’s family and
friends have benefitted from deals on
the cryptocurrency front. On the other
hand, India has Kkept
repeating that Trump
never mediated an \

What Trump is attempting to do
through his social media posts is to
pressurise India to compromise on
thisposition and change our stance.

When looked at from this angle,
everything that Trump has posted over
the past days seems logical and falls
into place. He is trying to get us to act
emotionally — hence the cozying up to
Pakistan, the derogatory description of
the Indian economy and the recent
action against Indian firms doing busi-
ness with Iran. All these are pressure
tactics Trump is employing to get India
to fall in line with the trade agreement
of hiswishes.

Recently, the Indian-American
intellectual Ashley Tellis had opined
that India cannot keep a rising
China at bay unless it becomes a US
ally, as only America can balance out
the second most powerful country in
the world, which is sitting at India’s

R Jagannathan

Whether you are a
friend, foe or some-
where in-between
(India, for example),
Trump has been a

: vitriolic equal oppor-
tunity offender. From CanadatoMexico
to EU and Japan, there is no country
that’s been spared this US president’s
verbal lashes, suggesting that bullying
is his way of getting the kind of trade
and other deals he thinks America will
benefit from.

Now it’s the turn of India tobe at the
wrong end of Trump’s verbal battery.
On Wednesday, he announced a 25% tariff
onIndianexportsto US, plus some addi-
tional (unstated) penalties for buying
Russian oil and defence equipment. A
while later, he claimed he didn’t care
about India and Russia: “They can take

end to Op Sindoor. o <

Almost simulta- = =
neously with his .o,
posts about Pakis- C

tan, Trump also 7
sounded off about the

closeness of India and Russia, describ-
ing them as “dead economies”. Add to
this the 25% tariff that has been
announced to go into effect from today,
on Indian exports to US. Obviously,
people in India are wondering what is
happening at the White House - the
pinnacle of power in the most powerful
country in the world.

The question foremost in our
people’s minds is what should India be
doing? First and foremost, we should
remain calm and not react to Trump’s
wordsinakneejerk manner. If we study
the mind of Trump, we will comprehend
that his approach to almost everything
istoshake thingsup.

Whether it is American politics or
economics or whether it is the global
stage, what Trump does is to toss a
pebble into the water and see what
ripples it causes. Then he evaluates
whether he can utilise the ripples to
attain his own goals. He is doing exactly
the same where India and Pakistan are
concerned.

He is naturally wily, and he well
knows that the ‘P’ word is something
thatriles Indians. So that is the game he
is playing. We should not fall into his
trap of reactingemotionally. It is impor-
tant to take some time to reflect on his
words, see which of them fructify into
actions, and only then will we have a
good understanding of his motives and
his objectives. Plus, whether oil and
natural gas will actually be found in
Pakistan remainstobe seen.

A trade agreement between India
and US is close to finalisation. However,
Indian negotiators are not giving in to
American demands to open our nation
to imports of agricultural products and
dairy items from US. Perhaps there are
afew other sticking points.

Our diplomats and politicians are
firm that a large proportion of our
people earn a livelihood from these
sectors. They may be uncompetitive
but there can be no bargaining on
these important parts of the Indian
economy. It is possible that this is
where the negotiations are stuck.
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borders. That is the bigger game Trump
is playing. He too wants India to ally
with Americasoastotake on China.

What does India do? There can be no
giving in to American bullying or to
Trump’s pressure. Our trade negotiators
are holding firm and now the rest of the
country must stand united behind them.
Even more criticially, our political
leadership must read the mood of the
nation correctly and not cave in to
Trump’s pressure either.

India has gone through earlier
periods in our history when both US
and China were ranged against us.
One such moment in time was in 1998
when India tested its atomic weapons
and went overtly nuclear. That was 27
years ago. We had come through that
testing time intact and with our na-
tional sovereignty uncompromised.

This is a similar moment in history.
India has to remain firm and it shall
emerge stronger. This is a time for
bravery. This is a time for clear-headed-
ness. This isatime for leadership.

The writer served as Indian Ambassador
to Chinaand High Commissioner to Pakistan

their dead economies down together.”
This comes over and above his endless
claims about brokering a “ceasefire”
between India and Pakistan, after
Operation Sindoor. Finally, as if to rub
India’s nose in further, he announced a
“deal” with Pakistan to develop its oil
fields, and said, “Who knows, maybe
they’ll be selling oil to India some day.”
If this sounds like sour grapes after
IndiarefusedtocaveintoTrump’strade
demands, it is worth highlighting that
Trump has been verbally tilting towards
Pakistan after that country began
buttering him up with nominations for
the Nobel peace prize, and by investing
in World Liberty Financial, a crypto
company linked to Trump’s family.
What does one make of these moves by
Trump, who earlier seemed likely to sign
a good trade deal with India? Is this his
way of trying to coerce India into offer-
ing a sweeter deal in favour of America,
or is this just one of his usual bullying
efforts preparatory to a pullback?
From the way some of his closest
allies have chosen to seemingly give in
to Trump’s demands, it would appear
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that the bullying is working. EU and
Japan have not only accepted deals
involving15% tariffs on their exports to
US, but have additionally promised to
invest billions of dollars in America
and buy its expensive energy.

EU, according to the American read-
out of the trade deal, has agreed to buy
$750bn worth of energy supplies and
invest $600bn in US by 2028 (US election
year). Japan will not only invest $550bn
inUS, it will also allow US toretain 90%
of the profits from these investments.
As for West Asian partners, between
SaudiArabia, Qatarand UAE, they have
collectively signed up for $2tn worth of
investmentsindefence,aviationand AL

To point out the obvious, the deals
with EU, Japan and three Gulf statesare
not only mind-boggling, but also pie-in-
the-sky. There’s no way these sums are
going to be invested in US in the short
timeframe, and it is hardly likely that
countries that are aggressively rearm-
ing themselves will have the kind of
spare cash to invest in America, unless
these sums are mostly earmarked for the
purchase of American armaments.

The most likely reason why they
agreed to sign up was probably to buy
time, knowing that anything can happen
in American politics, with the next
mid-term elections due in 15 months.
Whoknows if Trump will bestrongeror
weaker after the next mid-term elec-
tionsto US Senate and Congress?

India’s response to Trump’s
provocations on social media
has been measured and non-
combative so far. We have
merely stated that we are look-

ing for a balanced trade deal
and we will protect our interests.
We must keep talking, ignore his provo-
cations and focus on hisactions. Yes, we
should prepare for the worst, which could
be a massive trade-crippling tariff
structure. We should only act aggres-
sively if and when it becomes clear that
Trump isactually out to damage India.

® We must assume there will be a
dramatic decline in exports to US over
the next two months, assuming a trade
deal is not signed quickly. Measures to
help exporters to sell to other desti-
nations and access cheaper credit can
be considered.

® We must fast-track trade deals
with EU and other destinations, roughly
onthelines we signed with UK.

® We must consider alternative
defence suppliers, since it is now clear
that we can’t depend on Uncle Sam - GE
has begun delivering the F404 engines
for our Tejas light combat aircraft after
a two-year delay. US is simply too unre-
liable as a defence partner. Its Congress
can always put a spoke in the wheel, so
even its president cannot assure supplies.
Engines for our AMCA (Advanced
Medium Combat Aircraft) must not
involve any US supplies. Nor must we
consider buying F35s, the stealth air-
craft earlier offered by Trump to us.

® We should play hardball (by levy-
ing heavy counter-tariffs on US exports
to India) only if Trump threatens
India’s most important interest in US -
software services. In services India
has an even greater surplus than in
merchandise.

® We should act to prevent export
disruptions from derailing our growth
trajectory this year. GOI could, by Oct,
consider a fiscal stimulus programme
using both direct and indirect tax
cuts to shore up weakening business
sentiment.

Thelesson for Indiais simple. With a
president known for his transactional
approach to relationships, relying too
much on personal rapport to gain an
advantage is pointless. The on-screen
chemistry exhibited by Modi and him,
both during Trump’s earlier presidential
term and now, is not translating into
benefits for India. In the world of hard
realpolitik, pappi-jhappi relationships
arejustfor optics, an optional extra.

Sacredspace

Piglet sidled up
to Pooh from
behind.
“Pooh!” he
whispered.
“Yes, Piglet?”
“Nothing,” said
Piglet, taking
Pooh’s paw. “Tjust wanted to be
sure of you.”
AA Milne, The House at Pooh Corner

The Quiet Power Of Friendship

Minoru Harada

hekind of world welive inis
I greatly influenced by whether or

not we have good friends. Close
friends can make even the most trying
circumstances bearable, while
loneliness can make even the smallest
pain worse. Human connections are
treasured in the Buddhist worldview,
and friendship is seen as more than just
ameans of havingfun; itisanessential
force that influences our own spiritual
growth or human revolution and our
journey towards happiness and
enlightenment.

Ananda, adisciple of Gautama
Buddha, once shared with him, “It
seems tome that by having good friends
and advancing together with them, one
hasalready halfway attained the
Buddha way.” Gautama corrected him
gently but firmly: “Ananda, this way of
thinkingis not correct. Having good

friends and advancing together with
them is not half the Buddha way butall
the Buddha way.” The core of Buddhist
practice isrevealed in this powerful
statement: the presence of genuine,
sincere and supportive friends fosters
life’s progress.

How do we create genuine
friendships in a world where
many people feel isolated
even though they are
connected digitally? The
answer lies in taking the
courageous first step to
reach out, listen earnestly,

entails caring about other people’s
happiness, supporting them even when
it’sinconvenient, and sharing both
their joys and their sorrows. Walking
the path of the Bodhisattva —aperson
devoted to the happiness of others—
means caring deeply, acting with
trustworthiness, and never giving up
on people around us.
Buddhism refersto these
people who support, encourage,
and stand by us as ‘good
friends’. Having such good
friendsis important butsois
becomingone ourselves. Itis

and believe in the inherent THE SPEAKING TREE important tokeep asking

worth of those around us.
Deep bonds of trustthat cutacrossage,
background, and status can be created
by simply opening our hearts to others
without hesitation or fear of criticism
and listening to the perspectives of
those around us.

Genuine friendship takes work. It

ourselves these questions:
How can we foster growth in those
around us? How can we make our
homes, workplaces, and communities
places of warmth and trust?

My mentor Daisaku Ikeda once
wrote, “Peace isnot some abstraction far
beyond our reach. It begins with creating

acircle of trustand friendshipright
where we are. As each of these circles
expands to include more people, global
peace will berealised.” These words
remind us that friendly conversation is
the first step towards social reform,
peacebuilding, and enduring harmony.

Initspurest form, friendshipisa
spiritual endeavour. It is the practice of
showing compassion in our day-to-day
interactions and greeting people with
warmth and respect. By becoming aware
of our everyday interactions in this way,
we begin to change not only our own
lives but also the structure of society. By
being our best selves with others, we can
help bring out the best in them.

The future is not built by individuals
walking alone. It is created by individuals
who journey through life together as
friends, companions, and fellow seekers.

Thewriter is president, Soka Gakkai,
aglobal community-based Buddhist
organisation
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MP HC UPHOLDS CONVICTION OF
FOR MURDERING HER HU

OPINION

SANJEEV SIROHI

the fitness of things that

the Madhya Pradesh
High Court at Jabalpur in
a most learned, laudable,
landmark, logical and
latest judgment titled
Mamta Pathak vs The
State of Madhya Pradesh in
Criminal Appeal No. 6016
of 2022 and cited in Neutral
Citation No. 2025:MPHC-
JBP:34674 that was heard
on 29.4.2025 and then
finally pronounced on
29.7.2025 has deemed it fit
to uphold the conviction of
a Chemistry women teacher
who was earlier sentenced
to life imprisonment in 2022
for brutally murdering her
husband by electrocution.
It must be mentioned here
that the Division Bench
comprising of Hon’ble
Mr Justice Vivek Agarwal
and Hon’ble Mr Justice
Devnarayan Mishra after
hearing both the sides
and analyzing all evidence
before them concluded that
the accused named Mamta
Pathak was not on good
terms with her sixty-five-
year-old husband Dr Neeraj
Pathak who was posted in
Chattarpur District Hospital
and tortured him to death
on April 29,2021 at hishome
in Loknathpuram Colony
by first giving him an
antipsychotic drug followed
by an electric shock. His
body bore signs of electricity
burn marks detected at

It is definitely entirely in

multiple places. Quite
indisputably, the Court thus
mandated after perusing
everything pertaining to
this leading case that since
all the circumstances in
the chain are complete,
her guilt is proved beyond
all reasonable doubt. Very
rightly so!

At the very outset, this
brief, brilliant, bold and bal-
anced judgment authored
by one of the most eminent
High Court Judges in India
with stellar reputation for
his excellent judgments -
Hon’ble Mr Justice Vivek
Agarwal for a Division
Bench comprising of him-
self and Hon’ble Mr Justice
Devnarayan Mishra of Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court at
Jabalpur sets the ball in mo-
tion by first and foremost
putting forth concisely in
para 1 that, “This appeal
under Section 374(2) of the
Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973 (for short “Cr.P.C”)
is filed being aggrieved of
judgment of conviction
dated 29.6.2022 passed by
learned III Additional Ses-
sions Judge, Chhatarpur in
Sessions Trial No.84/2021
convicting the appellant in
person Smt.Mamta Pathak,
‘W/o.Late Dr.Neeraj Pathak
for the offence under Sec-
tion 302 of the Indian Pe-
nal Code, 1860 (for short
“L.P.C”) and sentencing her
toundergo rigorous impris-
onment for life with fine of

Rs.10,000/ and in default of
payment of fine to undergo
additional imprisonment
for six months.”

To put things in perspec-
tive, the Division Bench en-
visages in para 2 while elab-
orating on prosecution case
that, “The prosecution case
in short is that Smt.Mamta
Pathak had given merg in-
timation bearing No.26/21
at Police Station Civil Lines
Chhatarpur, which was reg-
istered under Section 174 of
the Cr.P.C. with regard to
death of Dr. Neeraj Pathak.
The merg was investi-
gated by the Sub Inspector
Pramod Rohit (PW.3) and
in pursuance of merg inves-
tigation, he had prepared
Lash Panchnama and Safi-
na Form and had taken the
statements of complainant
Smt.Mamta Pathak. He had
prepared the crime details
and had collected postmor-
tem report (Exhibit P/1)
from the doctors and found
that in the opinion of post-
mortem doctors, Dr. Neeraj
Pathak S/o.Chintamani
Pathak, aged about 65 years,
R/o.Loknathpuram, District
Chhatarpur died due to elec-
trocution. The first infor-
mation report pertaining to
Crime No.288/2021 was reg-
istered against Smt.Mamta
Pathak for the offence under
Section 302 of IPC.”

While unfolding the de-
tails further, we see that the
Division Bench then lays
bare in para 3 disclosing
clearly stating that, “The
investigation commenced.
The memorandum under
Section 27 of the Indian
Evidence Act, 1872 of the ac-
cused was obtained and as
per her memorandum, the
objects like sleeping pills,
electric wire, DVR from the
C.CTV camera installed in

the house of the deceased,
footage from the C.C.T.V.
camera, which contains
views of the house of the ac-
cused, the video recording
etc, were seized. After inves-
tigation, a charge sheet was
filed against the appellant in
the Court of Magistrate for
the offence under Section
302ofthe L.LP.C.On 6.8.2021,
the learned Chief Judicial
Magistrate, Chhatarpur
committed the case to Court
of Sessions from where it
was transferred to the Court
of learned III Additional
Sessions Judge, Chhatar-
pur for trial. The learned
III Additional Sessions
Judge, Chhatarpur found
the charge proved against
the appellant and convicted
and sentenced her as men-
tioned in Paragraph No.1 of
this judgment.”

Do note, the Division
Bench notes in para 161 that,
“Firstly, it is an admitted fact
that the house in which the
incident took place is of
Dr.Neeraj Pathak. Admit-
tedly, the aforesaid house
was jointly shared by Smt
Mamta Pathak and her
son Nitish Pathak at the
time of the incident. Thus,
when there was no exter-

nal movement to the house
and admittedly, the appel-
lant had seen her husband
on 29.4.2021 at about 9:00
PM as admitted by her in
the Merg Intimation and
had found that his pulse was
not functional, her conduct
of not reporting the matter
to the police and travelling
to Jhansi on the pretext of
undergoing dialysis and
not contacting any doctor
at Jhansi as is admitted by
Driver Ratan Singh Yadav
(PW.12), who had taken her
to Jhansi, and thereafter giv-
ing a memorandum by Smt.
Mamta Patak vide Exhibit
P/14 and thereafter recov-
ery of electric wire at her
instance by Jagatpal Singh
(PW.14) so also recovery of
the strip of Olanzapine Ta-
bles out of which four tables
were found to be empty, the
presence of Olanzapine in
the viscera material (Ex-
hibit P/21) of Dr.Neeraj
Pathak and coupled with
the testimony of Dr.Mukul
Saha (PW.1) that Dr. Neeraj
Pathak was electrocuted,
leaves no iota of doubt that
firstly, there was no tres-
passing to the house of Dr.
Neeraj Pathak.”

Do also note, the Division

Bench then notes in para 162
that, “Secondly, the minor
discrepancies in the inves-
tigation are not sufficient to
defeat the present case.”
Most significantly and
above all, the Division
Bench then encapsulates in
para 163 what constitutes
the cornerstone of this no-
table judgment postulating
precisely that, “Thirdly,
the clever move made by
learned Senior Advocate
Shri Surendra Singh to
introduce an element of
doubt that elder son Nitish
Pathak, was also sharing
the same house and even a
finger can be raised towards
Nitish Pathak, therefore, the
benefit of doubt should ac-
crue in favour of Smt.Mamta
Pathak, gets nullified from
very statement of Smt.Mam-
ta Pathak that on 29.4.2021,
she had gone to the room of
Dr.Neeraj Pathak and when
he did not respond, she had
checked his pulse, his pulse
was non-functional and
her submission that she
had gone to Jhansi on the
next day but not revealing
the fact that her son had
gone to the first floor where
Dr.Neeraj Pathak was kept
in isolation on the basis of
suspected Covid patient,
the report of Dr.Mukul
Sahu (PW.1) showing that
Covid antigen report of Dr.
Neeraj Pathak was negative,
leaves no iota of doubt that
Dr. Neeraj Pathak was ap-
parently not suffering from
Covid while infact Dr.Neeraj
Pathak was under a forceful
isolation, he was visited by
Smt.Mamta Pathak and not
her son Nitish Pathak on
29.4.2021, the elder son Nit-
ish Pathak for the first time
visited his father Dr.Neeraj
Pathak on the first floor on
1.5.2021 alongwith the police

personnel as Smt.Mamta
Pathak had shown her in-
ability to visit first floor of
the house as she was not
keeping good health and
decided to be seated on a
Sofa lying on the ground
floor, her conduct of going
to Jhansi without there be-
ing any reason, handing
over a bag to her mother as
stated by the Driver Ratan
Singh Yadav (PW.12), who
had taken her to Jhansi and
thereafter roaming around
Jhansi and then coming
back to Chhatarpur at 9:30
PM where Driver Ratan
ngh Yadav (PW.12) admit-
ted that he had left Smt.
Mamta Pathak and Nitish
Pathak showing that Nitish
Pathak was not left alone in
the house when Smt.Mamta
Pathak was away, completes
the chain of circumstances
toarrive at a conclusion that
it was Smt.Mamta Pathak
alone, who for the reasons
best known to her, was not
keeping good terms with
her husband as proved by
Chhandilal Bajpai (PW.4),
tortured him to death
firstly by serving seductive
drug and thereafter passing
electric current and since
all the circumstances in
the chain are complete, the
guilt of Smt.Mamta Pathak
is proved beyond all reason-
able doubt.”

Quite significantly and so
also as a corollary, the Divi-
sion Bench then finds abso-
lutely just no hesitation in
holding unambiguously in
para 164 that, “Accordingly,
the impugned judgment
dated 29.6.2022 passed by
learned III Additional Ses-
sions Judge, Chhatarpur in
Sessions Trial No.84/2021
convicting the appellant
Smt.Mamta Pathak, W/o.
Late Dr.Neeraj Pathak for the

CHEMISTRY TEACHER
SBAND BY ELECTROCUTION

offence under Section 302 of
the Indian Penal Code, 1860
cannot be faulted with.”

It is worth noting that as
a no-brainer the Division
Bench then very rightly di-
rects and holds in para 165
that, “Resultantly, this ap-
peal fails and is dismissed.”

For sake of clarity, the Di-
vision Bench then further
directs in para 166 holding
aptly that, “The temporary
suspension granted by a
Co-ordinate Bench of this
Court vide order dated
13.3.2024 shall stand can-
celled. The appellant Smt.
Mamta Pathak shall imme-
diately surrender before the
Trial Court for undergoing
the remaining part of the jail
sentence.”

Further, the Division
Bench directs in para 167
that, “Record of the Trial
Court be sent back.”

Finally, the Division Bench
then draws the curtains of
this notable judgment by
directing and holding in
para 168 that, “Let a copy
of this judgment be sent to
the Trial Court for necessary
information.”

In a nutshell, we thus see
that the Division Bench of
the Madhya Pradesh High
Court at Jabalpur upheld
the conviction of life term
that was awarded to aformer
Chemistry Professor Mamta
Pathak holding explicitly
that the entire chain of cir-
cumstances indicates that
the wife first made the hus-
band unconscious by giving
him sedatives and later killed
him by electrocution. So her
conviction was thus very
rightly upheld by the Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court. It
merits just no reiteration that
there can absolutely be just
no denying or disputing it!
Sangjeev Sirobi isa an Advocate

Justice delayed, justice denied: The uncertain fate of the Aparajita
Anti-Rape Bill in West Bengal

OPINION

ROSHANI CHAUDHARY &
DR. ALISHA VERMA

The recent surge in rape
cases across India high-
lights a troubling reality,
casting a shadow over our
nation’s reputation as a safe
environment for women.
On 9% August 2024, a hei-
nous crime was committed
against a medical trainee in
the seminar hall of R.G Kar
Hospital, evoking public
outrage reminiscent of the
response seen during the
Nirbhaya case in 2012. The
details of the case can leave
any person in despair and it
raises a question on human-
ity. Despite the severity of
the crime qualifying, it as a
‘rarest of rare’ case, the con-
vict in the Kolkata Medical
College rape case received
life imprisonment on 20th

January 2025.

As the public continued
to mourn the brutality of
the previous case, a new
instance of sexual violence
was reported, once again,
within an academic institu-
tion in West Bengal. On 25
June 2025, a gang-rape case
was reported in Kolkata,
the victim herself explained
the detailed of this heinous
crime. The 24-year-old vic-
tim of the South Calcutta
Law College was allegedly
raped by two senior stu-
dents and an alumnus of the
institute in the guard’s room
on June 25. Following her
complaint, police arrested
the prime accused Manojit
Mishra, Promit Mukherjee
and Zaid Ahmed. The guard

of the college was arrested
after a few days.

After the R.G Kar medical
college rape case, Aparajita
Women and Child (West
Bengal Criminal Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024 was passed
by the West Bengal state leg-
islative assembly. The pub-
lic was assured that the bill
would be more effective and
comprehensive than the ex-
isting laws; however, it has
yet to be enforced.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK
OF WOMEN'’S SAFETY
IN INDIA

Following the Nirbhaya
rape case back in 2012, the
term of “rape” was revised
to broaden the scope and
the new legislation also
criminalised acts such as
stalking and voyeurism. Mi-
nors are safeguarded under
the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act,
2012 (POCSO). Following
the Kathua and Unnaorape
cases, the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 2018
was adopted, instituting the
death penalty for the rape of
womanunder 12and man-
dating that investigations
must be completed within
two months and trials with-
in six months.

The Bhartiya Nyaya San-
hita, 2023 (BNS, 2023)
replaced the Indian Penal
Code, 1860. It presents a
more modern and socially
relevant legal framework. It
acknowledges the changing
dynamics of sexual assault

due to technological ad-
vancements and penalises
acts such as cyberstalking
and the dissemination of
personal images and films.
The BNS implements more
stringent penalties for of-
fences, including enhanced
punishment for repeat of-
fenders.

As of now, the BNS, 2023
is in force, and following
the report of the incident
atRG KAR medical college
rape case, the West Bengal
state legislative assembly
unanimously enacted the
Aparajita Women and
Child (West Bengal Crimi-
nal Amendment) Bill, 2024
on September 2,2024. Chief
Minister Mamta Banerjee
stated that this measure
emphasises three compo-
nents: enhanced penalties,
expedited justice delivery,
and swift investigations.
The law was announced
around 25 days following
the rape and murder of a
medical trainee at RG Kar
Medical College and Hospi-
tal. It aims to amend the cur-
rent legislation, including
the BNS,2023 the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha San-
hita, 2023, and the POCSO.
Certain amendments have
been enacted to guarantee
the safety of women and
expedite trial and justice.
However, essential im-
provements are required
to render the process more
victim-centric. The new law
focusses on victim protec-
tion; nonetheless, it requires

effective implementation
and continuous monitoring
to work efficiently

COMPARATIVE
ANALYSIS OF
APARAJITA ANTI
RAPE LAW AND THE
BHARATIYA NAYAYA
SANHITA, 2023
A special task force shall be
established in every district
in the name of “Aparajita
Task Force” headed by the
DSP to investigate into spec-
ified crimes and dedicated
Special Courts for the trial.

The punitive mea-
sures laid out in the BNS,
2023 differ from those
in the Aparajita Bill.
The Aparajita Bill provides
capital punishment for of-
fenders of sexual offences
if the conduct results in the
victim’s death or a vegetative
condition.

In BNS, 2023, the penalty

for rape includes a fine and
imprisonment for a mini-
mum of 10 years, which
may extend to life imprison-
ment. In the Aparajita Bill,
the punishmentincludes a
fine, rigorousimprisonment
for the convict’s natural life,
or death.

When an offender’s ac-
tions result in the victim’s
death, the BNS, 2023 man-
dates punish it with rigor-
ous imprisonment for a
term which shall not be
less than twenty years, but
which may extend to im-
prisonment for life, which
shall mean imprisonment
for the remainder of that
person’s natural life, or
with death. The Aparajita
Bill sought the imposition
of a straight death sentence.

As per the BNS, 2023,
the penalty for gang rape
includes a fine and a mini-
mum of 20 years of rigor-

ous imprisonment, which
may extend to life impris-
onment. Conversely, the
Aparajita Bill proposes the
imposition of fine,imprison-
ment of the convict’s natural
life, or the death penalty.

The Aparajita Bill elimi-
nates the age of defendants
for specific offences to fa-
cilitate the trial process. It
also requires that investi-
gations into rape cases be
concluded within 21 days
of filing the information
with the police and trial to
be completed within in 30
days from the date of filing
the chargesheet.

CHALLENGES IN
IMPLEMENTATION

The West Bengal State Leg-
islative Assembly passed
the Aparajita Bill with sup-
port from both the Congress
and BJP. However, despite
this consensus, the bill re-

mains unenforced. Mean-
while, yet another disturb-
ing incident, a rape case at
Calcutta Law College, has
come to light. The bill is still
awaiting presidential as-
sent, which requires consul-
tation with the cabinet. Giv-
en the strained relationship
between the ruling party at
the Centre and the TMC-led
state government, many be-
lieve that political rivalry is
delaying its enactment. Un-
fortunately, this highlights
how political interference
can stand in the way of jus-
tice and public safety.

WAY FORWARD

Time and again, incidents
of sexual violence shake
our conscience and expose
deep flaws in our legal and
institutional systems. The
Aparajita Bill was intro-
duced as a strong step for-
ward, promising stricter
action against such crimes.
Yet, despite its promise, the
bill remains stuck in politi-
callimbo, reminding us that
laws alone aren’t enough.
What we need now is not
just legislation on paper, but
real change on the ground.
Justice must be swift, sur-
vivors must be heard and
supported, and safety must
be a priority beyond politi-
cal rivalry.

Dr. Alisha is an Assistant Pro-
fessor of Law at Symbiosis Law
School, Pune, Ms. Roshaniis a
4th year Law student at Uni-
versity of Rajastban, Jaipur
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I feel that there is nothing more truly artistic than to love people.
Vincent Van Gogh

..‘.

Locking horns
over dhirios

he debate over the legalisation of dhirio (bullfights) in the

ongoing Legislative Assembly on Thursday has ignited a

complex mosaic of cultural pride, legal considerations,

safety concerns, revenue generation and tourism prospects.

In a rare show of unity, MLAs across party lines raised voic-
es to legalise this age-old tradition, with questions about timing, safe-
ty, and the very essence of bullfights sharply coming into focus.

In a remarkable show of unanimity, legislators across party lines
emphasised dhirio’s deep roots in Goa’s cultural fabric. Mandrem
MGP MLA Jit Arolkar passionately highlighted that despite the ban,
the sport persists in villages, woven into community festivals. He pro-
posed legislative amendments to regulate and formalise dhirio, with
designated venues and safety protocols. Various other legislators, in-
cluding AAP MLA Venzy Viegas, Vijai Sardesai of the Goa Forward
Party, Viresh Borkar of the Revolutionary Goans Party, Congress MLA
Carlos Ferreira, Opposition Leader Yuri Alemao, ruling MLAs Rudolf
Fernandes and Anton Vaz, and Aleixo Lourenco, argued to consider
the cultural significance of the dhirios and the need to revive and reg-
ulate the tradition.

Interestingly, MLAs made a case for bullfights citing Tamil Nadu’s
favourite and traditional sport called Jal-
likattu (bull taming). The irony is that Jal-

The government’s : :
apparent reluctance likattu does not‘come under the purview
indicates a melange of “cruelty to animals”, under which bull-
of various challenges fights have been banned. The irony is, Jal-
— legal hurdles, likattu has witnessed more human trag-
framework, animal edies. In January this year, seven people
rights activistsandthe  were killed at an event and around 700
ideology of the BJP. others were injured. There have been past
Any moves to legalise incidents where people have been gored
dhirios will have to

. 0D . to death as contestants try to control the
primarily reconcile legal |,

constraints and prioritise
safety

The timing of Thursday’s renewed push
for dhirio revival raises questions, espe-
cially considering that bullfights have
been banned since 1996 through a High Court ruling, which was up-
held by the Supreme Court in 1997. The deep-rooted cultural affec-
tion for dhirio and similar traditions has largely remained outside the
political spotlight for many years, making this sudden focus appear
somewhat suspicious.

Lastly, although bullfights have been banned, they have been stra-
tegically and secretively organised, drawing crowds in thousands and
making a mockery of law enforcement. A brief mention of this was
made by St Cruz MLA Rudolph Fernandes. Recently, the South Goa
district collector constituted dedicated quick-response teams to co-
ordinate and act swiftly against bullfights. The areas of action were
demarcated in an official circular. Unfortunately, nothing much has
been achieved as bullfights have continued unabated.

We are in a worse-off situation when bullfights are allowed to con-
tinue informally, with no checks and controls. With enforcement
failing, the risks are higher. While bullfights have been a traditional
pastime on one side, the risks they carry cannot be ignored. The gov-
ernment’s apparent reluctance indicates a melange of various chal-
lenges — legal hurdles, framework, animal rights activists and the
ideology of the BJP. Any moves to legalise dhirios will have to primar-
ily reconcile legal constraints and prioritise safety. Without a wider
debate, we may find the government locking horns with sections of
society, especially animal rights activists and the BJP’s hardline lead-
ers, who may not be in sync with the idea. That being the case, the
ball is now in the government’s court, and it is to be seen whether
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant takes it forward, or pushes it to the
back burner.

Many illegal structures exist
at Old Goa despite laws

n a united stand opposition MLAs on Wednesday reportedly demanded the
I formulation of a comprehensive Master Plan to safeguard the UNESCO World
Heritage site at Old Goa citing rampant illegal constructions despite existing
regulations. The government has reportedly responded to the demand by as-
serting that a Master Plan is not required to protect Old Goa’s UNESCO herit-
age site as existing laws provide sufficient safeguard. It is pertinent to note that
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) carries out the conservation agenda of
monuments and also issues notices in case of illegal constructions in the pro-
hibited and regulated zone, while the state government and district adminis-
tration have to initiate action to clear the structures.According to a report there
are 54 illegal structures in the Old Goa heritage zone. A controversial bungalow
came up in the regulated zone. The permission was revoked but the structure
still exists. The question that arises is that if existing laws provide sufficient
safeguard why are there so many illegalities at the heritage site. Hence it would

be in the fitness of things to have a Master Plan for heritage sites at Old Goa.
ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco
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Discussing ‘Operation Sindoor’ is not a sin

Repeated claims by US President Trump of his successful mediation
required a timely and non-cantankerous response from the government

3The writer is
former secretary,
Ministry of External
Affairs

KCSINGH

n July 29, finally, Operation Sin-
door was debated in the Lok Sab-

ha. The opposition parties had
been demanding a special session of
Parliament to discuss it since May 10. As
expected, it was less of a parliamentary
debate than predictable rhetoric at rival

political public rallies.

The speech of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition (LoP), Rahul Gandhi, was preced-
ed by that of his sister, Priyanka Gandhi.

The LoP kept his arguments simple. He
used information shared by the Chief of
Defence Staff, General Anil Chauhan, in

two interviews with international agen-

cies on the sidelines of the Shangri-La

Dialogue in Singapore on May 31.

General Chauhan broached the Paki-
stani allegation that they shot down a
number of Indian Air Force jets as the
4-day war began on May 7. He conceded
“there were losses” but explained that
the eventual outcome mattered more
than any single incident. He added that

a tactical mistake was quickly rectified,
and the Indian retaliation duly escalat-

ed, leading to Pakistan seeking a cease-

fire.
Rahul Gandhi, using the Chauhan ar-

gument, alleged political interference
compelled the Indian defence forces to
fight with their hands tied behind their
backs. Furthermore, he said, India has
not forthrightly denied repeated claims

by US president Donald Trump of hav-
ing mediated the ceasefire between In-

dia and Pakistan, employing the threat

of trade tariffs.

Calling out Trump’s lies

He quoted his grandmother Indira
Gandhi’s defiance of the US during the
1971 India-Pakistan war, which led to

the creation of Bangladesh and the di-

vision of Pakistan. He challenged Prime

Minister Modi to similarly, in the House,
call out the US president’s lies.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in
a spirited rebuttal, insisted that no

world leader asked India to stop Opera-

tion Sindoor. He used the standard BJP
ploy of alleging that the Congress party
was “siding with Pakistan,” as well as

speaking their language.
He ignored that Rahul Gandhi’s at-
tack relied on the remarks of CDS Chau-

han in Singapore. President Trump did
not need to parley with PM Modi when
his vice president and secretary of state

were in touch with PM Modi and his ex-

Be. oS

ternal affairs minister, respectively.

However, Prime Minister Modi
made an important point that Oper-
ation Sindoor demonstrated that In-
dia defied Pakistan’s nuclear black-
mail. He recounted that when the US
vice-president, JD Vance, during their
phone conversation, warned that Pa-
kistan was planning to escalate the
conflict, implying possible use of nu-
clear weapons, he threatened even
greater retaliation.

This is significant, as in the past
whenever Pakistan wanted interna-
tional intervention during India-Paki-
stan standoffs, it would start juggling
its nuclear weapons. That would draw
major international powers to the In-
dian doorstep seeking de-escalation.

Ukraine has demonstrated that
military operations against a nuclear
weapon-possessing state like Russia
are possible, even over an extended
period, if Russia’s existence or core
interests or sovereignty are not threat-
ened.

New retaliation doctrine

However, Gandhi correctly pointed
out that the new doctrine, promising
immediate retaliation for another ter-
ror attack, may be politically useful
but is strategically risk-prone. For in-
stance, any motivated jihadi, by be-
coming a suicide bomber, can start
an Indo-Pak war. The control over
regional stability and peace cannot
be handed to one or more misguided
individuals.

A fundamental A fundamental issue in play is
issue in play whether questioning by the BJP’s po-
is whether litical opponents of elements of any

P military operation against Pakistan,
questioning or any other neighbour, makes them
by the BJP’s anti-national collaborators of that

iti power. Similarly, the repeated claims
pOl tical by President Donald Trump of his suc-

opponents of cessful mediation required a timely
elements of and non-cantankerous response from
any mi[itary the government, rather than delving
operation into real or fictional Nehruvian slip-
. ups.

aga[nst Take the downing of Indian fight-
Pakistan, or er jets. The government tried hard to
any other bury the issue. The explanation that
neighbour the CDS gave three weeks after the ep-
’ isode, or the Prime Minister address-

ma[(es t!"em ing the issue even more belatedly,
. anti-national | could have been shared sooner. Que-

S

rying the government is necessary for
determining whether the mistake was
“tactical” or due to a human or equip-
ment lapse. Those answers are critical
to ensuring that it does not recur.

The examples from US military his-
tory demonstrate the need for a for-
mal inquiry. The Bay of Pigs opera-
tion, led by 1,400 Cuban exiles, failed
to dethrone Cuban leader Fidel Castro
in April 1961 at the beginning of the
Kennedy presidency. President John F
Kennedy ordered a reorganisation of
the CIA following it.

Foreign collaborator

Similarly, the Holloway Report ex-
amined the failure, during Jimmy
Carter’s presidency, of Operation Ea-
gle Claw on April 24, 1980, to rescue
American hostages held in Teheran.
Consequently, the US Department of
Defence was thoroughly reorganised.

Once again, the Iran-Contra con-
spiracy was uncovered in 1986, in-
volving the sale of weapons to Iran,
despite an embargo, and the funnel-
ling of the money to support the Con-
tras in Nicaragua.

The Tower Commission was set up
to investigate it. President Ronald
Reagan, in his address to the nation,
said, “You deserve the truth.” In none
of these instances was the opposition
painted as a foreign collaborator.

Contemporary Trumpian Ameri-
ca may behave differently, as it is as
prone to conspiracy theories as In-
dia’s BJP leaders. But an inquiry into
suspected and alleged lapses is nec-
essary to rectify weaknesses in the
Indian defence forces or their equip-
ment.

The Indian government’s ad hoc
method of acquiring French Rafale
planes, including the role of an Indian
business tycoon, needs investigation.
In addition, the efficacy of Chinese
military hardware and the Chinese
role in assisting Pakistan in targeting
Indian planes need closer examina-
tion.

In a democracy, military acqui-
sitions and even operations, once
over, cannot escape scrutiny. It
is not a sin to discuss Operation
Sindoor. The door to opacity and
denial leads to ultimate failure.

--FPJ
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Legalization of encroachment
bill needs to be condemned

| strongly condemn the Goa BJP gov-
ernment moving a bill to legalize illegal
houses built on encroached lands. |
would think this is in total disrespect
and contempt of the Supreme Court
ruling that no encroachments can be en-
tertained for legalisation. It appears all
Goa’s corrupt ministers are interested

in is winning the next elections by hook
or by crook so as to continue in power
as much as possible. How this atrocious
bill will destroy Goa and ruin Goans in
the medium to long term does not seem
to concern these ruling politicians.
ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

Like all other bills citizens
must pay house tax on time

We the citizens of Goa are paying all the
bills for example electricity department
bill, water connection bill, cable TV and
WiFi bills on time but the yearly House
tax bills are not paid on time. The village
panchayat office and municipality office
are getting revenue through house tax
and the business shops in the areas but
the question is why the people are not
paying their house tax on time every
year. Many are not paying the house tax
foryears. Why the village panchayat
office and municipality office are not
appointing the staff to go to every single
house in their areas with the notice

to pay the pending tax in the village
panchayat and municipality office ? The
sarpanch and Municipality chief officer
should take responsibility and solve

the issue as soon as possible to get
income in the village panchayat office
and municipality office so that all goes
well. The people should also write an
application to correct their name and

Creating an opportunity for vote bank politics

| am writing to express my deep concern over what appears to
be a masterstroke for the 2027 elections, rather than a genuine
effort towards governance. The recent moves to empower the
state to capture properties and land without heirs or presumably
abandoned, only to sell them to builders (often election spon-
sors), legalizing houses built prior to 1972 on batkar lands and
those built prior to 2014 on government land seems designed

to create an opportunity for vote bank politics. This approach
sidelines crucial governance issues like quality infrastructure,
law and order, and a good standard of living. These programmes
represent the lowest form of politics, a slap in the face to
honest taxpayers who have purchased properties and paid the
government in the form of stamp duty and registration fees. For
instance, on a Rs 75,000 per square metre property (100 square
metres), one pays Rs 4,12,500 (5.5 per cent of Rs 75,00,000). Do
we think this compensates for occupancy fees? Instead, it will
only fuel corruption.

ALWYN FERNANDES, Benaulim

address if it is mentioned wrongly on
the payment receipt.
RONNIE DSOUZA, Chandor

Disappointing verdict

on right to protest

The utterly disappointing verdict by
Justices Ravindra Ghuge and Gautam
Ankhad of the Bombay High Court
while dismissing the petition filed by

the CPI (M) and the CPI challenging the Send your
Mumbai Police’s decision to deny per- letters to us
mission for a protest at Azad Maidan at editor@
against the ongoing conflict in Gaza is h

an event by itself. It’s a waste of time thegoan.net.
even condemning such an ill consid- Letters must
ered judgement. be 150-200
If judicial luminaries at the level of the

High Court in one of the most progres- WOI'dS:» and
sive states of the country need to be mention the
explained why holding a protest in writer’s name
a democracy is a fundamental right . and location

that cannot be compromised under any
circumstances, we have lost the battle
already. It is shameful for any country

to have a judiciary with a rubber spine
more so when it concerns a matter of hu-
manitarian crisis of this magnitude and
the erosion (extinction) of human rights
in India as well. Another nail in the coffin
of democracy.

VINAY DWIVEDI, Benaulim

Govt dividing Goans by

rejecting Romi Konkani

Global Romi Lipi Abhiyan (GRLA) Presi-
dent Kennedy Afonso while addressing a
press conference at Margao on Wednes-
day has strongly condemned the Goa
government’s rejection of a resolution

to introduce Romi script at the educa-
tional level, accusing the ruling BJP of
displaying a communal and anti-minori-
ty bias. Afonso has said that by denying
the rightful place for Romi Konkani in the
education system, the BJP government
has clearly shown that it does not stand
forinclusive governance and has warned
all the minority MLAs who chose to stay
silent or sided with the government on
this issue. Now, why is the BJP govern-
ment refusing to introduce Romi Konkani
script in schools/colleges along with
Devanagari Konkani and Marathi despite
of knowing the fact that the Christian
community use Roman script in their day
to day affairs i.e. in religious services in
churches, while doing correspondence,
reading newspapers, while writing ti-
atrs/books, printing wedding/invitation
cards etc in Goa? Isn’t the government
dividing Goans by giving an option for
children of the majority community to
study in Marathi in schools/colleges

in the state and forcing the children of
the minority community to study only in
Devanagari-Konkani script in Goa?
JERRY FERNANDES, Saligao
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US tariffs bitter pill
to swallow for India

he imposition of a 25 per cent additional import duty is the cruellest

cut on India by one of its largest trading partners, the US. The

impact on Indian exporters could be even more severe depending

on what the quantum of penalty for importing Russian oil and arms
is going to be and whether that would be applicable on all goods the US
imports from India.

As the nation faces up to a new reality on which the avowed friendships
and deepening strategic ties seem to have had no bearing, the transaction-
al US President Donald Trump has stuck to his guns in an ‘America First’
principle, India may have to bite the bullet and plough on to preserve its
interests which are more permanent than any personal friendships with
the unpredictable leader of the free world.

Truth to tell, India has enjoyed the benefits of its historical protectionist
trade policies which may have led to a trade surplus of around $46 billion
in 2024 after shipping goods worth around $87.4. Any dip in exports to the
US — which could be as high as 30 per cent — will affect the surplus as well
as India’s GDP that has grown to an estimated $4.187 trillion now.

Since a 10 per cent duty has been applicable to all goods (not services, but
which too will suffer if economies stop growing) and considering tariffs on
steel, aluminium and auto parts, the gross duty could be much higher, say
as high as 30-34 per cent as, for example, it is computed to apply to textiles.
Gems and jewellery, pharmaceuticals, industrial machinery, smart-
phones, seafood and such other segments in which India has enjoyed an
advantage in trading with the US may quickly evaporate.

A greater fear is a higher tariff on Indian goods as opposed to lesser ones
on other Asian economies might mean India becoming less attractive as an
alternative to China as a manufacturing base, in which sector it benefited
as seen in iPhone exports to the US being higher than even China’s in most
recent figures. To diversify quickly to other markets will become a com-
pulsion.

Protracted negotiations to try and beat the August 1 deadline for Trump
tariffs broke down, principally on the need to protect India’s foodgrain and
dairy farmers who make a substantial contribution not only to food secu-
rity but in terms of job creation too. Their interest cannot be sacrificed for
the sake of placating Trump.

To try and conclude a trade deal for what it may be worth should be the
highest priority this month even if it is not easy to negotiate when
Trump, a self-confessed friend of India and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, plays hardball. But other nations, and a bloc of nations like the EU,
have done it to avoid a trade war. In 2025, India is importing from China at
a proportionally higher rate (a 13 per cent rise) than any other nation, but
that is no solution to finding a measure of balance with the US without giv-
ing up the farm and letting adrift all those who plough the soil.

In the longer term, the hit to ties is going to be even more significant as
Trump seems to be enjoying Pakistan as the flavour of the season in his
spasmodic and whimsical judgments on friends, foes and US national
interest. His thinking is so fanciful as to imagine that extraction of
Pakistan’s supposedly vast oil reserves can be done speedily and economi-
cally to attract India as a customer. But that can well wait while India
attempts to seal a trade agreement with the US.

Road safety: A wake-up call

he Supreme Court’s judgment in a tragic road accident case from

I Coimbatore offers more than a legal precedent — it gives an urgent

wake-up call for Indian administrators to introduce lane discipline on
chaotic roads.

In the judgment, the apex court apportioned part of the guilt to the car driver
who had applied sudden brakes, which led to a tragic chain of events that result-
ed in the amputation of the biker’s left leg after being run over by a bus coming
in the adjacent lane.

At first glance, one may only blame the biker for not maintaining sufficient dis-
tance while driving on a national highway. However, the court’s observation
that the car driver’s sudden braking without taking into consideration its
impact on the trailing traffic was reasonable and logical. The judgment reaffirms
the fact that road safety is a shared responsibility of the people who are using it.

In many developed countries, driving in designated lanes and following speed
regulations are instinctive civic habits. However, Indian roads are a theatre of
unpredictability, where one could find only a handful of socially-aware people
following these basic road safety rules. A majority of road users in India don’t
understand the importance of lanes.

In countries like Germany, Japan, or Singapore, lane discipline is drilled into
the psyche of motorists through driver education sessions and any violation of
road safety rules will lead to penalties. In India, however, riders have a free run
on roads.

Though the Road Transport Authority conducts namesake tests before issuing
driving licences, it is most often riddled with corruption. If the government
wants to end traffic chaos, it needs to ensure people are well educated about traf-
fic rules.

Similarly, the government needs to follow a carrot-and-stick method for the
efficient enforcement of the road safety rules. It should incentivise good road
behaviour by offering them discounts in health insurance and motor insurance.
It should also introduce artificial intelligence-driven solutions to track people’s
driving to penalise them for reckless driving. People must understand that a dri-
ving licence is not a right but a luxury which comes with responsibility.
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ndia’s cozying up to

Israel for security

talks at a time when

most of the civilised

world condemns Is-
raeli brutality against the
Palestinians might be justi-
fied in terms of Chanakya’s
“enemy’s enemy is a
friend” dictum. But self-
respecting Indians can’t be
proud of the relationship
after seeing pictures of dy-
ing children in Gaza
where, at the time of writ-
ing, Israel largely refuses
to allow food, humanitari-
an aid or international
journalists.

Even Mohandas Karam-
chand Gandhi would not
have approved. A veteran
Israeli diplomat who was
in the Zionist delegation
that sought Gandhi’s help
told me that the Mahatma
put up his hands and
refused to be involved.
Agreeing that the Jews had
been “cruelly wronged”, he
wrote in Harijan that “they
have erred grievously in
seeking to impose them-
selves on Palestine with
the aid of America and
Britain and now with the
aid of naked terrorism”.

Muslims often appear to
be the new Jews. Israel’s
arrogance recalls how
roles are reversed in
George Orwell’'s Animal
Farm where yesterday’s
victim becomes today’s
oppressor. The Holocaust
cannot justify Jewish tyr-
anny over the helpless Pa-
lestinians. Jeremy Corb-
yn’s sacking as British
Labour Party leader bec-
ause of alleged anti-Semi-
tism was another instance.
“One anti-Semite is one too
many,” Mr Corbyn himself
stated, adding that “the
scale of the problem was
dramatically overstated for
political reasons”. He was
probably too radical for
Her Majesty’s Prime Mini-
ster-in-waiting in a world
where any criticism of
Israel is branded anti-
Semitic.

Dame Penny Mordaunt,
former Conservative
defence minister, and Lord
Mann, the Labour peer and

the UK government’s anti-
Semitism adviser, claim
that anti-Semitism is “rife
among the middle class”.
As authors of a report com-
missioned by the board of
deputies of British Jews,
they had been “stunned
into silence” by evidence of
the anti-Semitism pervad-
ing the National Health
Service, British universi-
ties and the arts.

Noting an “identifiable
lack of consistency and ca-
pacity in anti-Semitism tra-
ining”, they recommended
the creation of a specific
anti-Semitism  training
qualification, adding that
such training should be
included within equality,
diversity and inclusion in
organisations and institu-
tions. The 10 recommenda-
tions by Lord Mann and
Dame Penny called on edu-
cators, public services and
trade unions to do more to
tackle anti-Semitism, inc-
luding “basic training on
contemporary anti-
Semitism”.

Prejudice is often uncon-
scious. At school in
Calcutta, we often chanted
“Justin Aaron, king of the
Jews, sold his wife for a
pair of shoes” at the only
Jewish boy in my class.
Sometimes we threw our
rulers asking Justin to
turn them into serpents
like the Biblical Aaron.
One day when I wanted to
borrow his pen and Aaron
demurred, I expostulated:
“Don’t be a Jew!” His
retort, “I am a Jew”, made
me realise how innocent
our teasing was.

Hermann Kisch, an
English Jew who joined the
Indian Civil Service in
1873, wrote that “Mr
Gubbay” — a Calcutta Jew
of Baghdadi descent like
Aaron — was a nice man
but would rather not invite
him “in his red fez and
black dressing gown” with
European guests.

The last time the British
Parliament discussed anti-
Semitism, which has been
called “the oldest hatred”, a
veteran Black MP, Diane
Abbot, quoted Rabbi

efficient, responsive government needs fuel.

Sacked as British
Labour Party
leader, Jeremy
Corbyn was
probably too radical
for Her Majesty’s
Prime Minister-in-
waiting in a world
where any criticism
of Israel is branded
anti-Semitic

Herschel Gluck, chairman
of the Arab-Jewish Forum
and founder-chairman of
the Muslim-Jewish Forum,
to make a significant point.
“Minorities, and especially
the Jewish community in
Europe, are the weather
vane of discontent and a
wider feeling of insecurity
as people look for easy and
quick answers to their
problems.”

That is doubly true of
India, the land of minori-
ties although the term now
denotes the biggest minori-
ty of all. As the Sachar
Committee confirmed,
Muslims lag behind other
communities, including
Dalits, in most indicators
of social, economic, and
educational development.
The remedies that Dr
Manmohan Singh had pio-
neered has had some effect,
but thanks to newer forms
of social injustice, Muslims
have lost on the swings
what they gained on the
roundabouts.

Despite the bravery of
two young Moradabad
girls who flouted ortho-
doxy to choose their own
spouses, the Netflix ver-
sion of Vikram Seth’s huge-
ly entertaining A Suitable
Boy confirms how ortho-
doxy has weaponised inter-
faith romance to create the
stiletto of “love jihad”.

Time was when India
defied American wrath to
feed Fidel Castro’s Cuba
while angry protesters ag-
ainst the Vietnam war gro-
und Calcutta to a halt. The
Cuban deal was a tribute to
P.V. Narasimha Rao’s dip-
lomatic finesse in quietly
ordering the sale of 10,000
tonnes of rice to Cuba with
a %10-crore price tag that
was quietly waived.

Perhaps some awareness
of that independence ex-
plained 15 protesters gath-
ering by Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s statue in London’s
Parliament Square the day
the anti-Semitism report

tary as the official line suggests. Add to that the

was released. Most were
elderly. Some carried plac-
ards reading “I oppose
genocide. I support Pales-
tine Action”, the group that
Britain has banned as ter-
rorist. A few wore the tra-
ditional checked scarf, kef-
fiyeh, symbol of the Pal-
estinian struggle, that is
now manufactured in India
or China and exported to
Palestine. Curiously, while
police arrested all the pro-
testers sheltering by Gan-
dhi’s statue, the 15 beside a
graven Nelson Mandela
nearby were not touched.

Orwell argued that the
British went to India not
for money or power, but
because servants and the
rituals of drawing and din-
ing room allowed them to
pretend to be gentry. Kisch
may even have revised his
view of Mr Gubbay when
his son marred Sir Albert
Sassoon’s daughter in
England. There were many
Jews in India like Bomb-
ay’s Bene-Israel, Cochin’s
Paradesi Jews who created
the modern world’s first
Jewish homeland, the
Malayalam-speaking Black
Jews packing blue roses 1
met in Beersheba but could
not converse with since
they had no Hindi or
English, and Mizoram’s
Tibeto-Burmese Bnei
Menashe. Now, a 13th cen-
tury tombstone has stirred
speculation about a colony
of Yemenite Jews in Tamil
Nadu. Yet, Indira Gandhi
stumbled when Ed Koch,
New York’s mayor, asked
her about Jews here. I
doubt if her successors are
any better informed.

Minority means for them
the Muslim question,
which home minister L.N.
Agarwal in Seth’s novel
tries to wish away by
insisting that Indepen-
dence gave Muslims a
country of their own and
that India is for Hindus.
Many of the Mann-Mor-
daunt recommendations to
counter anti-Semitism
would also apply to anti-
Muslim fanatics. The
authors rightly say that “if
our Jewish community is
facing discrimination, this
is a failure of our society”.
Similarly, the problems of
which Indian Muslims
complain about only pro-
claim the failure of Indian
society at large.

The writer is a senior
Jjournalist, columnist and
author
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LETTERS
RAHUL’S CHARGE
BASELESS

S.Ramakrishnasayee
Chennai

CHILDREN HAVE RIGHTS

THE SHOCKING incident from
Malad East, Mumbai — where an
eight-year-old child was burned with
a candle for poor handwriting—
exposes the alarming moral and edu-
cational decay in our society. It’s not
just a case of a teacher’s cruelty, but a
wake-up call for parents, schools, and
the community at large. Education is
meant to nurture, not traumatise.
When those entrusted with shaping
young minds resort to violence, the
entire system is in crisis. The solu-
tion isn’t limited to punishment; it
lies in proper teacher training, strict
oversight of tutoring centres, and
widespread awareness of children’s
rights.
Md Asad
Mumbai

Mail your letters to
chennaidesk@deccanmail.com

interest? Check. Transparency?

Dilip Cherian
Dilli Ka Babu

Central Sectt in
midst of crisis;
no promotions
for officers 7 yrs

ot be the face of government, but it’s
certainly its nervous system. And right
now, it's showing signs of paralysis.

For years, the CSS Forum has been knocking
on doors asking for what basic administrative
hygiene should ideally be — timely cadre
reviews, fair promotions and parity with other
Central services. However, the 4th cadre review,
due back in 2018, remains stuck in bureaucratic
molasses, despite a committee being formed
nearly two years ago.

What we have is a seven-year delay in what
should’'ve been a routine five-yearly exercise.
Promotions are in deep freeze. Undersecretaries
eligible after five years are stuck for over 12.
ASOs of the 2014 batch haven’t seen a single pro-
motion. Sounds like systemic apathy.

And this isn’t just about morale. Ministries and
departments are running with a massive short-
fall — RTI replies suggest a demand for 2,500
more CSS officers across just 24 departments.
This has real-world consequences on gover-
nance, efficiency and public service delivery.
What adds salt to the wound is that other ser-
vices get their cadre reviews wrapped up in
under a year. Is CSS being singled out for indif-
ference, these babus are questioning.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of an
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Digital India cannot be built with analogue HR
processes. The DoPT, ironically responsible for
personnel policy, has to ensure that CSS officers
are regarded with the same respect as other
members of the civil service. After all, CSS isn’t
asking for privilege, just parity. It is time to lis-
ten and act before the machinery grinds to a halt.

VICE-PRESIDENT OUT, STAFF OUT FASTER
Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar’s sudden res-
ignation may have been draped in health con-
cerns, but it's the quiet aftershocks that raise the
real eyebrows.

Even before the press had digested his exit,
members of his secretariat staff, including offi-
cers on deputation, were reportedly being sent
scurrying back to their parent cadres. No transi-
tion time, no soft landings. For a constitutional
office of this stature, such haste isn’t just
unseemly, it’s telling.

When a high constitutional functionary steps
down mid-term, the system usually pauses,
allows dignity to prevail, and ensures an orderly
handover. But not this time. The signal was
stark: Not only was the man out, so were his peo-
ple. And fast.

This kind of administrative muscle-flexing sug-
gests that Mr Dhankhar’s exit wasn’t as volun-

deafening silence from the ruling establishment,
and you’ve got all the elements of a classic quiet
purge. Babudom, as always, speaks volumes
through its paperwork, and the papers this time
seem to have been moved in vengeance mode.

Mr Dhankhar’s recent stances, which were
occasionally at odds with the government’s line,
may not have gone down well with the powers
that be. But it’s the treatment of his staff that
betrays just how personal this got. We’ve seen
this play before. Only now, the eraser seems to
work faster.

WHEN BABUS GET CANDID ON PODCASTS
Move over celebrity exposés — now even babus
are turning podcasters. A wave of state-run or
insider-led podcasts features police officers and
babus sharing stories that were once confined to
office corridors.

Uttar Pradesh Police’s “Beyond the Badge” is a
glossy narrative of ¥100 crore insurance fraud
cases and UPSC toppers, delivered by cops them-
selves. It’s storytelling in uniform, complete
with technical forensic details and aspirational
journeys. Haryana’s HSNCB chief recently
launched a series unpacking drug enforcement
operations, from pharmacy abuse to interstate
smuggling chains.
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Partially. But with babus as narrators, it’s as
much about recounting crime as it is about
image crafting. The message: Here’s the modern,
woke babudom speaking in person, dropping jar-
gon and drama in equal measure.

This trend taps into India’s podcast culture
explosion, where brands and public figures are
discovering podcasts as a celebrity-greenlight-
ing machine. The entry of babus into this arena
is especially curious. While it humanises mum-
bo-jumbo bureaucratic processes, it also shows
them chasing ‘coolness’ and narrative control.

But not everyone’s buying it. Redditors and
aspirants have long questioned whether civil
servants belong behind the scenes, expected to
be faceless public functionaries, should become
social media influencers in khaki. When babus
begin broadcasting, polishing their persona, or
subtly flexing their status, the reaction has
ranged from eye rolls to outright scepticism. If
babus are looking for credibility, the real test
isn’t in telling tales. It is in doing the real work
transparently.

Love them, hate them ignore them at national
peril, is the babu guarantee and Dilip’s belief.
Share significant babu escapades
dilipcherian@hotmail.com.



INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

LOST OPPORTUNITY
TO SHOW UNITY AT
OP SINDOOR DEBATE

— VER since Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared after

the Pahalgam massacre that “India will identify, track
— and punish every terrorist and their backers. We will

pursue them to the ends of the earth”, questions lin-
__ gered as to whether the objectives of Operation Sindoor
to render justice for the heinous crime had been fully
achieved. India’s kinetic action against nine terror bases in
Pakistan snowballed into a four-day clash with the neigh-
bour. So, how did it end? If it was bilateral, why was President
Donald Trump not told off for attributing it to US mediation?
How many aircraft did we lose? And what about the perpetra-
tors? Coincidentally, the last question got resolved the day
parliament began debating the matter, as three terrorists
who executed the Pahalgam plot, including its mastermind,
were eliminated in a gunfight in Kashmir. All three were
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) operatives. Then came the US state
department’s announcement proscribing Pakistan-based
The Resistance Front (TRF), an LeT proxy that had claimed
responsibility for the Pahalgam attack. By the time the de-
bate concluded in parliament, a UN Security Council report
had named TREF as the culprit. For a bystander, it looked like
smart choreography, intentional or otherwise.

The three days of debate in parliament on Operation Sin-
door saw a lot of sound and fury. Clearly, the national consen-
sus against cross-border terror that had emerged in the wake
of the attack had run its course. Reality TV played out in peo-
ple’s drawing rooms with drama, nationalism, whataboutery
and some sharp speeches. If Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
accused the government of surrendering the initiative by call-
ing up Pakistan shortly after bombing its terror havens and
saying they were non-escalatory, Modi said no world leader
had asked him to stop Operation Sindoor. He went on to accuse
the Congress of taking talking points from Pakistan.

In the end, hardly anything new emerged from the debate
except finger-pointing. What purpose the opacity on fighter
jet losses serves in advancing national security was unfath-
omable. A joint resolution at the debate’s conclusion would
have tempered the discourse. But there was no such agree-
ment, allowing parties on both sides of the aisle to go after
each other’s throats. It was an opportunity lost to put up a
united front at a time when the global geopolitical situation
is extremely fragile.

MALEGAON: JUSTICE, TRUTH
CASUALTY OF DELAYS, LAPSES

— HE verdict in the 2008 Malegaon blasts case is a telling
example of justice delayed and then denied outright.
The special NIA court’s acquittal of all seven accused
in the case, including former BJP MP Pragya Singh
Thakur and army officer Lt Col Prasad Shrikant

Purhohit nearly 17 years after a powerful blast killed six
people and injured more than 100 raises more questions
than providing answers. While the long delay underscores
one of the main ailments of the country’s criminal justice
system, the outcome establishes that it has clearly failed the
victims and their families.

On September 29, 2008, a bomb kept in a two-wheeler went
off at Malegaon in Maharashtra’s Nashik district—a local-
ity with a sizeable Muslim population—during the holy
month of Ramzaan. The Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism
Squad initially investigated the case and filed two
chargesheets. In 2011, the National Investigation Agency
was brought into the investigation. The central agency, in
chargesheets filed later, reduced the list of accused, recom-
mended dropping the stringent Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA) provisions against them,
and highlighted “lacunae” in the ATS investigation. In 2017,
the trial court dropped MCOCA charges.

It’s evident that the case got weaker during successive in-
vestigations. With the acquittal now, a disturbing shadow has
been cast on the entire investigation and trial. The Malegaon
blast was flagged as a case of ‘Hindu terror’, and it’s fitting
that special court judge A K Lahoti, while pronouncing not-
guilty verdict, noted: “Terrorism has no religion, because no
religion can advocate violence.” The judge said the prosecu-
tion has failed to provide cogent and reliable evidence, and
failed to establish guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, clearly
pointing to lapses in investigation, proof-gathering and other
procedures. The judge said there might be a strong suspicion
against the accused, but that is not enough to punish them.

But the verdict neither provided the closure that the vic-
tims’ families deserved, nor can it be the end of the matter.
The system owes an answer to the nation as to who is respon-
sible for the explosion and they must be held accountable to
deliver justice. If the prosecution believes it has done a fair
job, there must be an appeal against the verdict. If not, a fair
and proper reinvestigation is in order.

PERILS OF CHATBOT COUNSELLING

URED by 24x7 access and stigma-free anonymity, more peo-
L ple are turning to artificial intelligence tools for emotional

support. It’snot just about chatbots like Woebot, Wysa, Rep-
lika and Youper that provide supportive conversations and
behavioural therapy tools. The trouble is that people are also
increasingly expecting all-purpose tools like ChatGPT to offer
specialised advice. Research published in the Journal of
Medicine, Surgery, and Public Health last year highlighted
AT’s potential as a specialised, trained tool in mental health
professionals’ hands. But with more individuals turning to
the convenience of inexpert, impersonal advice on generic
chatbots, we need public discussion and academic research
into the possibility of an Al-induced mental health crisis.

HE Election Commission of In-
dia’s special intensive revision
(SIR) in Bihar constitutes noth-
ing less than a systematic decon-
struction of universal suffrage,
the sine qua non of democratic
legitimacy. This mechanised dis-
enfranchisement, masquerading as bu-
reaucratic rectitude, represents a consti-
tutional trespass. Its jurisprudential
malignancy demands not mere critique,
but forensic evisceration.

The bedrock of India’s electoral democ-
racy is Article 326 of the Constitution. Its
language is unambiguous and deliberately
restrictive: “The elections... shall be on the
basis of adult suffrage; that is to say, every
person who is a citizen of India and who
isnot less than 18 years of age... and is not
otherwise disqualified under this Consti-
tution or any law made by the appropriate
legislature on the ground of non-resi-
dence, unsoundness of mind, crime or cor-
rupt or illegal practice, shall be entitled to
be registered as a voter.” The term ‘shall
be entitled’ creates an indefeasible consti-
tutional right, placing the burden of dis-
proving eligibility squarely on the State.

This formulation crystallises four im-
mutable principles. First, suffrage is the
default constitutional status of citizenship.
Second, disqualifications form a closed
hermeneutic universe (expressio unius est
exclusio alterius). Third, each disqualifica-
tion requires judicial imprimatur—court
declarations (unsoundness), legislative
disqualification (corrupt practice), or qua-
si-judicial residency determination.
Fourth, other agencies possess zero dele-
gated authority to invent new exclusion
criteria. The SIR commits constitutional
lese-majesteé by substituting this framework
with a documentary inquisition, trans-
forming suffrage from a constitutional
right into an administrative privilege.

The Representation of the People Act,
1950 (RPA) and the Registration of Elec-
tors Rules, 1960 operationalise Article 326.
They provide the machinery for roll prep-
aration and revision, but they do not—
and constitutionally cannot—expand the
grounds for disqualification beyond those
in Article 326. Section 16 of the RPA par-
rots Article 326’s disqualifications verba-
tim, creating an impregnable statutory
fortress. The Election Commaission,
through SIR, has created a rather spuri-
ous ground of ‘documentary insufficien-
cy’ through executive ukase.

Section 19 of the RPA conditions regis-
tration solely on citizenship, age and ‘or-
dinary residence’. Section 20 defines ‘or-
dinarily resident’ as a factual
determination based on intention and
continuity of stay; it explicitly states tem-
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The Election Commission’s premise for questioning voters’ eligibility
en masse dents the credibility of past polls based on the rolls. It's an
unconstitutional precedent fomenting perpetual electoral insecurity

SETTING STAGE
FOR EVERLASTING
ELECTORAL ANGST

MANISH TEWARI

porary absence does not break residence.
Nowhere does it mandate continuous doc-
umentary proof or empower the electoral
registration officer to demand specific
documents as a precondition for main-
taining registration. Section 21, under
which the commission is carrying out
SIR, empowers the preparation and revi-
sion of rolls. Revision inherently implies
updating and does not empower a blanket
re-verification of all existing voters.
This exercise has converted the due
process into a Kafkaesque gauntlet where
the people are presumed guilty until prov-
en innocent. This violates not just prece-
dent but the spirit of the law—the ideal
separating civilisation from savagery, the
fundamental jurisprudential principle
that the burden of proof lies upon the one
who declares, not the one who denies.
Rule 21A of the Registration of Electors
Rules is the critical statutory pathway for

Lawyer, third-term MP and former Union minister

SOURAV ROY

deletion of names. Deletion can only oc-
cur if the ERO is “satisfied” an entry is to
be deleted under Section 22 (correction
due to error). It establishes a tripartite
process: notice, summary inquiry and
hearing. The rule implies the burden lies
on the ERO to be satisfied of the grounds.
The SIR perversely reverses this: it places
the burden on the voter to proactively
prove their continued eligibility. It replac-
es statutory ‘satisfaction’ based on evi-
dence and a hearing with administrative
fiat based on non-compliance with an ex-
tra-statutory demand for documents.
The Aadhaar flip-flop is particularly
damning. Section 23(4) allows the ERO to
require Aadhaar for establishing identity,
specifically for new applicants, or authen-
tication of existing entries and identifying
duplicate entries. Yet, the ECI, in the SIR,
isrejecting Aadhaar as valid proof of citi-
zenship. The government relentlessly

The world is a story we tell

Vikram
ourselves about the world

Chandra

pushed Aadhaar linkage for years, assert-
ing its validity for identity in electoral
laws to the extent of enacting this provi-
sion in 2021. Now, when used to protect vot-
ers from wrongful deletion, the ECI finds
it insufficient for ‘citizenship proof’.

It’s a bait-and-switch of monumental
proportions, betraying citizens who com-
plied with earlier state demands for link-
age only to find that compliance now
deemed worthless for protecting their
right to vote. Demanding other citizen-
ship proofs goes far beyond the statutory
mandate and constitutional confines. It is
an invention born of administrative over-
reach or political pressure, and is there-
fore void ab initio. Every voter currently
on the roll was included after a statutory
process, a previous summary revision
where claims and objections were invited.
Their inclusion represented a final deter-
mination of eligibility under the law at
that time. The SIR, by seeking to re-open
this determination en masse, undermines
the legal finality of the existing roll.

It implies that the ECI’s own past proc-
esses were flawed or incomplete, casting
doubt on the legitimacy of every election
conducted usingrolls finalised before this
SIR. If the ECI lacked the power to verify
citizenship properly before, how can elec-
tions based on those rolls be valid? If it did
verify, why is this invasive re-verification
needed? The SIR creates a dangerous prec-
edent for perpetual electoral insecurity.

The demand for documents dispropor-
tionately impacts the marginalised—the
poor, the migrant, the illiterate, those dis-
placed, women lacking independent docu-
mentation, and minorities. These are pre-
cisely the groups whose democratic voice
i1s most crucial and most easily silenced.
The concerns about ‘doubtful voters’ and
illegal immigrants, often stoked along
communal lines, find fertile ground in
certain political narratives.

The ECI, constitutionally mandated to
be an independent bulwark against such
pressures, appears complicit. It is allow-
ing itself to be used as a tool for demo-
graphic engineering under the guise of
electoral purity. If allowed to stand, the
SIR grants the ECI a carte blanche to purge
voter rolls on invented pretexts, effective-
ly deciding the electorate rather than let-
ting the electorate decide.

To remain silent is to acquiesce to the
slow death of universal adult suffrage.
Suffrage is democracy’s soul, not an ad-
ministrative chattel. The Constitution’s
architects did not birth a republic where
voting rights expire at the altar of docu-
mentary technocracy and bureaucratic
tyranny. (Views are personal)

(manishtewari0l @gmail.com)
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SUPPLY LINK FROM MINE TO MAGNET WRITETO: letters@newindianexpress.con

ARE earth magnets are the in-
visible force behind the world’s
transition to electric vehicles,
renewable energy, and cutting-
edge defence systems. At the
heart of these technologies lies
a small but indispensable com-
ponent: the neodymiume-iron-boron per-
manent magnet. Without it, electric mo-
tors stall, wind turbines falter, and
advanced missile systems lose precision.
India, despite its sizeable rare earth re-
serves, has no domestic capacity to pro-
duce these critical magnets. We have to
address this strategic blindspot that
could cripple the country’s ambitions in
EVs, renewables, and defence unless ad-
dressed immediately.

Why the markets won’t solve this

The rare earth supply chain is notori-
ously capital-intensive and high-risk. De-
veloping a mine-to-magnet project can
take 5-10 years, with massive upfront
costs and no guaranteed cash flows. Tra-
ditional project finance models do not
work here as banks see too much risk and
not enough precedent. Experience shows
the market has been flooded to drive
down prices and kill off competitors mul-
tiple times. No investor will risk capital
in a sector where prices can fall below the
cost of production overnight due to geo-
political manipulation.

Under these conditions, mere funding
support engineered through grants and
tax concessions may be sub-optimal. Gov-
ernments must support an enterprise
with an assured offtake and price over its
lifetime. In effect, the private sector takes
on the technology and production risk,
and the government takes on the com-
plete market and revenue risks.

In 2022-23, Apple signed a multi-year,
$500-million procurement deal with a Ne-
vada-based rare earth miner and proces-
sor. Crucially, the tech giant agreed to pre-
pay $200 million to help the company
establish a full-fledged domestic supply
chain—from mine to magnet. This wasn’t
charity; it was strategic foresight. Apple,
whose devices and production lines de-
pend heavily on rare earth magnets, saw
the writing on the wall: continued reliance
on foreign supplies was a vulnerability:

Soon after, the US Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency (DARPA) stepped
in with an even more dramatic move. It
committed to guarantee a price of $110/kg
for neodymium-praseodymium (NdPr) ox-
ide, a key ingredient in rare earth mag-

nets, at nearly double the prevailing global
market price. Why? Because without such
assurance, no company would risk build-
ing costly infrastructure in a price-vola-
tile, externally-dominated market.

India imports nearly all the 900 tonnes
of magnets used annually despite holding
the fifth-largest rare earth reserves in the
world. Not a single commercial magnet
factory exists in the country as of 2025.
India’s only meaningful processing activ-
ity is via IREL (India), which produces
about 1,500 tonnes of NdPr oxide, most of
which is used in R&D or exported.

Rare earth magnets are crucial

for electric vehicles, wind

turbines and precision missile
systems. Despite having large 3
rare earth reserves, India has

no capacity to produce these
magnets yet. The govt needs to
shoulder the market and revenue
risks for the sector to take off

The recent shortage in the supply
chain as a result of geopolitical events
sent a shockwave through India’s auto-
motive and electronics sectors. Factories
were caught off guard. A small magnet—
worth less than 5 percent of a vehicle’s
value—threatened to paralyse entire
production lines.

That’s why the Apple and DARPA
approach is so important. Apple broke
the ‘chicken-and-egg’ financing dead-
lock by acting as an anchor buyer.
DARPA solved the viability problem by
assuring a fair return on investment, re-
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DAVINDER SANDHU (o-founder and Chair at Primus Partners; former
b= advisor to World Bank Executive Director for
India, and former Director at PMO

gardless of global price swings.
A strategic policy blueprint

India must respond with the same clarity
and urgency that the US demonstrated in
the sector. At the core of this strategy
should be a government-backed price
guarantee mechanism. Just as DARPA
committed to paying nearly double the
market price for NdPr oxide to secure a
viable domestic industry, India must step
in assure producers that their invest-
ments will not be derailed by sudden
price collapses orchestrated by foreign
suppliers. A stable price fixed for 10-15
years can provide the necessary founda-
tion of certainty.

We must identify and empower at least
three champions with deep capabilities
in metallurgy, forging, and materials sci-
ence. There are established players to
take this forward. This must be comple-
mented by a network of anchor buyers—
public and private companies that can
enter into structured buying agreements
with domestic magnet manufacturers,
with financial support covering any cost
differential versus imports. These con-
tracts will ensure that the production
facilities are optimally used and finan-
cially sustainable.

India should also establish a strategic
magnet reserve akin to the strategic pe-
troleum reserve, to provide buffer stocks
during disruptions and ensure supply
continuity for critical sectors like defence
and renewable energy.

The development of dedicated rare
earth industrial parks in mineral-rich re-
gions such as Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, or
Tamil Nadu can drive economies of scale
and enable shared infrastructure. These
clusters can benefit from plug-and-play
facilities and integrated logistics.

The Apple-DARPA blueprint offers a
clear model of a three-pronged support—
upfront capital, assured offtake, and price
guarantees to enable investments in refin-
ing, alloying, and precision magnet pro-
duction. This is a working model of sup-
ply chain resilience in rare earths and
magnets that India must emulate.

(Views are personal)

Caste reforms

Ref: Enact law against killing in the name of
caste honour (Jul 31). The editorial points
out correctly that the time for rhetoric and
condemnation has long passed; it is time

for meaningful action. These evils can

not be erased by legislation alone, but by
reforming our beliefs too.

M Haneef, Kottayam

Water parley

Ref: No politics over water between AP &
Telangana (Jul 31). Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana should try to represent their
respective farmers’ community rather than
their political parties. A good sense must
prevail between the state governments,
especially their chieftains. Instances like
the Cauvery dispute cannot be allowed
to reoccur.

Jaikishan N, Bengaluru

Chess opening

Ref: Stretching the board (Jul 31). Divya
Deshmukh expands India’s chess legacy by
her stellar performance which has firmly
put Maharashtra on the map of Indian chess
talent. Her success is set to inspire players
from across states, further strengthening
India’s position in the global arena.

PV Prakash, Mumbai

Dhankhar overstep

Ref: Warming up to outlanders, the sangh
way (Jul 31). Jagdeep Dhankhar had
allegedly been swaying in the favour of
opposition parties lately, which clearly
irked many in the NDA leadership. Modi’s
confidence finally eroded when he started
acting more like a politician, than in his
prescribed role.

S Kanthimathinathan, Thoothukudi

Airlines’ assurance

Ref: Going beyond blame game to address
fear in the air (Jul 31). The author hits
the nail on the head by arguing that true
aviation safety starts by airlines setting
their own house in order. His comparison
of private carriers shows that walking the
talk on safety makes all the difference.

M Barathi, Chennai

Browbeating Don

Ref: Trump drops the tariff hammer (Jul 31).
Donald Trump seems to be taking liberties
by unilaterally announcing trade tariffs
when mutual discussions on the issue are
on. It appears Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s one-sided efforts to build a personal
relationship with Trump did not achieve

the desired results.

Raju Mathai, Kochi
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Trumps onslaught

India needs to calmly hold its ground

President Donald Trump fived a series of
missiles at India on Wednesday. The biggest
one was the imposition of 25 per cent tariff
plus penalty on goods imported from India.
Trumpis bent on punishing a defiant India for

buying crude oil and militaryequipment from Russia. The
enduring ties between New Delhi and Moscow have
rubbed him the wrong way, never mind his jibe that he
doesn't care what India does with Russia. “They can take
theirdead economies down together,” he said with disdain,
Forthe record, India is not only the fourth-largest economy
in thewoarld but also the fastest-growmng among the major
ones. Calling India a“dead economy” amid trade deal talks
is a telltale sign: Trump is treading the path of provocation
to test India’s patience and resiience. What he wanis 1s to
biowbeat Delhi into conceding America’s demands, such
as duty concessions in the agriculture and dairy sectors.

Piling it on, the President declared that the US had
sealed a trade pact with Pakistan. He said Washington
would wark with Islamabad to develop the South Asian
nation's “massive oil reserves” and even wondered if
Pakistan could sell oil to India some day. All this is obvi-
ously unpalatable to India, but the challenge is to resist
the temptation of hitting back at Tramp. Delhi should
hope and pray that this too shall pass — sooner or later, he
might realise that he is barking up the wrong tree.

It's clear that Trump has taken upon himself the
task of weaning India away from Russia. He is destined
to fail if Delhi calmly holds its ground. Commerce Min-
ister Piyush Goyal told Parliament on Thursday that
the government would take “all necessary steps to
secure and advance our national interest”, It would be
atightrope walk for India— keeping trade negotiations
with the US on the right track and also continuing with
imports from Russia. Delhi is rightly unwilling to put
allits eggs in one basket. Myriad options for exports as
well as imports can hold India in good stead amid the
Trump-induced turbulence.

Air safety audit
DGCA reassurance fine, but more expected

HE Directorate General of Civil Aviation
{(DGCA) has sounded a reassuring note after
finding 263 safety-related lapses across
eight airlines in their annual audits. The avi-
ation safety regulator underscored that the
high number of lapses is “entirely normal”, particular-
Iy in the case of airlines with extensive networks and
large fleets. The audit uncovered 51 safety violations by
Air India in the past year Although unrelated to the
June 12 Boeing 787 crash, it puts the airline under
renewed scrutiny. The DGCA's contention that audits
and corrective action by all the airlines are robust
processes is well taken Its attempt to calm frayed
nerves 15 also understandable. That should not in any
way negate the seriousness of the matter. A diminishing
trust factor does not augur well for the aviation sector.
India looks set to become the third-largest aviation
market by the end of the decade, but the rapid expan-
gion 15 falling short of passenger expectations. An age-
ing fleet and maintenance issues continue to dog the
airlines, even as safety concerns demand urgent
attention. The DGCA's findings are a stark reminder
of why the Indian aviation industry needs improve-
ments in safety protocols. The watchdog has also
flagged lack of adequate training for pilots, use of
unapproved simulators and a poor rostering system.
Such shortcomings and violations warrant stringent
action and fines. The DGCA must do more.
An encouraging change, according to the regulator,
15 self-reporting by airlines, indicating a growing cul-
ture of transparency. For a passenger, what is of para-
mount importance is the assurance that the airline
adheres to the safety norms without fail. Any deviation
that falls in the category of a safety risk can only be
construed as a choice and not unintentional action.
That calls for serious action by the DGCA.

OPINION"
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India should play the waiting game

Sooner than later, the Trump administration will face adverse consequences of its tariff actions

SUBHASH CHANDRA GARG
FORMER FINANCE SECRETARY

FTER wasting four

months negotiating

a trade deal with US

President Donald

mp and his team,

India is back to square one —

25 per cent tariff imposed by ham

on July 30 against 26 per cent
threatened on Apnl 2.

In fact, it 15 worse than where it
all started. Trump has threatened
to impose penal tanffs, not spect-
fied as of now, unless India stops
buving Russian oil and defence
equipment. He called India's tar-
1ffs the highest in the world and
non-monetary  trade measures
“most strenuous and obnoocgous ™,

What does Trump's shenani-
gans mean for India’s mer-
chandise trade with the US?
How should India take it for-
ward from here? Call off all
negotiations or surrender?

Trump's objectives in this
bilateral trade deficit elimination
game started by him are crystal
clear, however unpalatable these
might be for the partner coun-
tries. He wants these countries
with merchandise trade surplus
with the US to dose that gap by
doing four things — (a) allow full
market access for all US prod-
ucts at zero tariff; (b) accept tar-
iffs of 15-25 per cent on most of
their exports to the US: (¢) buy
additional US stuff — aircraft,
energy, ete. to close the trade
gap; and (d) invest in the US to
manufacture goods.

Thewordd exports to the US for
two reasons: one, it 1s a bl mar-
ket {roughly 15 per cent of the
total global exports ), and two, the
exporters do make profits.

Iftheimposition of commercial-
ly insane US tariffs on ther
exports kills US markets for the
exporters or makes their profits

INEVITAE LE: Eventually, Trump will moll back mostofwhat he has unleashed or will suffera political backash. reumers

disappear (in case they choose to
ar are forced to absorb the eost of
additional tariffs), 1t makes no
sense for them to continue excport-
mg. Indian exportersdo not have
the kind of marpins to absorb
additional taridf costs, Therefore,
the povernment cannot, and
should not, accept additional 25
per cent phis penal TS tariffs,

While it makes eminent sense
for India to liberalise agricultur-
altrade by permitting imports of
M edible ol {no scientific study
to prove GM ail has any adverse
health impact) or dairy products
(days of milk mountains and
European subsidies are long
gonelor poultry products (Amer-
ican chicken legs will improve
consumer welfare) and the like,
India has boxed itself in a corner
s0 badly on this front m the
name of protecting its domestic
constituency that it cannot and
will not offer concessions to the
US on farm products.

Forang India to buy American
E35 jets oremude o1l which do not
meet India's defence needs or are
otherwise costher, is plain black-
mail. Giving in to such blackmail
will expose India as a weakling,

India primanly is a foreign
direct investment (FDI} receiv-
ng country and not an FDI

[ndia has two options:
give into Trumpss
demandsor call off
rade negotiations.

exporting one. India's outward
FDI is small. Committing even
850 bilhon investment in the US
over 5-10 yvears 15 not a doable
preposition for India.

India cannot meet any ofthe four
Trump asks. Neither does it make
commencial or political sense for
India o meet any of the demands.
A trade deal with Trump. there-
fore, is an impossibility:

President Trump 1s digging a
graveof US consumensmand dol-
lar exceptionalism. A few nations
— Vietnam. Japan, Indonesia
and the EUJ — have accepted all
four of Trump's demand s for the
moment. How these deals wall
panout is not certain,

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Will the exporters of these coun-
tries reduce prices to absorb addi-
tional UStanfls orpass it onto US
consumers to bear? Or will it be a
rmixof the tawn? If these esporting
countres do notabsorb or succeed
in leaving the bulk of additional
cost to be absorbed by US con-
sumers, it 15 the US and its con-
sumers who willend up losing.

Does the US have merchan-
dise to export at zero tariffs?
Dioes it matter to importing part-
ners as their import tariffs were
in any case dose to zem? More-
over, while the pgovernment
might lose a bit of tanff rev-
enues, their customers actually
gtand to gain. Their acceptance
of zero tanffs, therefore, does not
make much difference,

Will they really buy the prom-
ed number of planes, energy
product s or defence equipment?
There is a long time frame to do
that. Moreover, they can demand
reduced prices and/or tire them
out with long-drawn pmduct
specification negotiations. The
concession extracted by Trump
on this account might not really
matertalise or turn out to be a
fraction of a promise.

Additional investment should
be fine for Japan and others if
they can pmoduce in the US at

competitive prices and quality.
Inany case, investment commuit-
ment takes long to materialise.

While Trump may celebrate
that he has browbeaten these
countries into conceding what
he wanted. the actual outeomes
might be vastly different from
what he thinks.

There are two options before
India. One, it sumenders and crafts
a deal on the lines of what Japan,
Vietnam, Indonesia and the EU
have done and then try to protect
Indian interests by employing the
tartics outhned above.

Two, close all negotiations
with Trump's trade team and let
him mmpose whatever tanft he
wants to. India should insist on
its exporters to offer poods at
their nommal prices without
absorbing any part of the addi-
tronal tariff. If the US importers
buy, itis good enough. If not, sell
their products in other countnes
with no such insane tariffs and
in the domestic market.

The option to find a middle
ground on US import tariffs by
conceding selectively on other
three fronts is unlikely to take
India any far. Choose option
two and move on.

Sooner than later (3-6 months
at most), the Trump administra-
tion will be facing adverse con-
sequences of its tariff actions.
The US imports will slow down
{(confirmed by April-June quar-
ter numbers). While the US
might get a few hundred bilhion
dollars in tariff revenues, most
of it would be paid by US
im porters and consumers, heap-
ing misery on them. A con-
sumer revolt is not far away.

The dollar is already facing
considerable headwinds (bar-
ring India) It is likely to fur-
ther suffer Contrary to what
Trump wants, his misadven-
tures will hasten world trade
away from the dollar Bond
markets may also sell off.

As  this scenano unfolds,
Trump will either roll back most
of what he has unleashed or will
suffera severe political backlash.

India should play the waiting
game. It will be least costhy.

In a free market, no exchange takes place unless both parties benefit. — miton Friedman

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

Che Tribune.

Tilak's triumph

THIS day five years ago, Bal Gangadhar Tilak quitted the scene
of his earthly labours amid a demonstration of national sorrow
unprecedented in the annals of this country, whether in its vol-
ume or sincerity. There had been great political leaders before
Tilak, both in his own part of the country and in other parts. Dad-
abhai Naoraji, Pherozeshah Mehta and Gopal Krishna Gokhalein
Bombay, Womesh Chandra Bonnenjee and Anand Mohan Bosein
Bengal, G Subramaniva Iver and Ananda Charlu in Madras and
Ajudhya Nath in the United Provinees were all devoted sons of
the mothedand who, like Tilak , had consecrated ther hivesto the
service of their country and thecause of its political advancement.
But the country that mourned their passing away from the field
of their act vities was a comparatively small country, consisting
for the most part of educated politically minded Indians. The
masses of the people knew them not. It was the chief distinetion
of Tilak that he was the first among his contemporries to realise
the supreme necessity of enlisting in the great battle inwhich he
was engaged the sympathy and support of the common people;
and consequently he was the first among India's political leaders
whose death was moumed not merely by tens of thousands of
educated and comparatively well-placed people, but by hundreds
of thousands, perhaps millions, of humbler people. And it is this
very distinction, or rather what lay behind it, that is responsible
for the fact that Tilak. though dead. 1s still the leader of the unfin-
ished fight for his country’s constitutional independence.

Retirement at 62
torMiGG-21

Wi Cor DP SABHARWAL (RETD)

I OW many 60-vear-old cars do vou see on the roads?
} Hardly any, except an odd one, and that too mosthy dur-
ing a vintage car rally. But vou do see an aireraft more
than 60 years of age flying in the sky, moutinely. That's MiG-21,
and there are 36 such aireraft (two squadrons)operating in India.

“Hats off to the engineers who keep these oldies fit enough
to take to the skies.” said one of my son's friends. I couldn't
apgree more with the voungster, I worked on this aireraft as an
engineer during the mid-1970s. Routine mamtenance was sim-
ple and easy. Nine technicians checked various systems both
before and after the fhight of just about 35-40 minutes, The sys-
tems checked were airframe, engines, electrical, instruments,
radio, radar, weapons, photo equipment and safety systems.
However, the scheduled maintenance (after 25/50/100 hours of
aircraft operations) and snag rectifications were not so easy.

Whenever the ejection seatwas to be serviced, a crane was need-
ed totakeit out ofthe cockpitas it weighed morethan 110 kg, This
wias different from my expenencewith the Hunter areraft, where
the ejection seat of about 50 kg could be removed justby two tech-
nicians by hand. Engine change n Mi(G-21 was a cumbersome
job. The rear fuselage had to be removed, the engine pulled out
and a new one put in. This was followed by reconnecting of the
fuselageand subsequent checks on vanous systems as many fu-
id and other pipdines were disconnected. It was a two-day job. In
MiG-29. it could be done in just three hours! Well, I can under-
stand the difficulties faced with a much olderareraft, with much
maore snags and defects, akin to old-age problems of humans. Yet,
the aireraft were maintained in a flightworthy condition all along,

Mi-21 has often been dubbed a ‘flyving coffin' in themedia. Yes,
there have been many accidents in the past two decades, killing
rany young pilots. However, an old car is likely to develop same
problem and break dewn in the middie of the road. But the dnver
can get out and push it 1o the edge of the mad. This hooury 1s not
availableto the pilotof the ill-fated aireraft. He has onby onewayto
get down toMother Earth. Take adecsion to abandon his first kowve,
the aircraft, pull the ejection-seat handle to get out and then land
safely, hopefully soonly if he hasenough time to do it.

Chandigarh was the base where Mi1(3-215 were inducted in
March 1963 nto No. 28 Squadron, making it the first
squadron to operate supersonic fighters. Sinee then many
updated versions of the aircraft have been operated by the
Indian Air Force, the latest being MiG-Bizson. It 15 thus
Chandigarh from where the aircraft are going to retire on
September 21, I, an old hand at this ‘nevertoo old an aireraft
to get into the air’, would like to give three salutes.

First o the techreaians and engineers. The second to the pilots
who had enormous faith in their technical personne and took to
the skies despite all odds. The third is to the sircraft tse f for hold-
ingon for so long May vou rest on your laurels thmugh the ages!

Pahalgam lapses sidestepped
With reference to ‘When Parhiament should
have spoken as one’; the writer has rightly
stated that a parliamentary resolution indi-
cating a united stand among all political
parties on cross-border terrorism would
have sent a strong messape to Pakistan.
The lawmakers, by and large, stuck to the
usual rhetoric. The most important 155ue
that the ruling dispensation tried to bypass
was the security or intelligence lapses at an
important tourist spot like Pahalgam. Una-
nimity on any matter was unfortunately
missing in Parliament.

RAVI SHARMA, DHARIWAL

Focus on embarrassing the govt
Apropos of “‘When Padiament should have
spoken as one'; after the much-sought-after
debate on Op Sindoor was held, it emerged
that the Opposition’'s insistence on the debate
was aimed more at embarrassing the ruling
dispensation than to address the 1ssues of ter-
ronsm and national security. The Opposition
had the right to ask the government about the
details of the military operation. However, it
was unbecoming of some Congress leaders to
doubt if the Pahalgam terrorists were from
Pakistan. Whatever be the differences
between the Opposition and the ruling party,
we should stand united on non-negotiable
matters like national security:

HMS MAGRA, FARIDABAD

Exchange of barbs in Padiament
The debate on Operation Sindoor in the Lok
Sabha should have been spurred serious
introspection and national resolve, It sadly
turned out to be a routine and superfical
exchange. It appeared as though both sides
were merely reading out news reports instead
of doing a serious analysis. The naling party,
rather than addressing the issuewith sinceri-
ty, was busy digging out old incidents to
counter cnticism. On the other hand. the
Leader ofthe Opposition falled to explain the
points he had mised himself at the outset —
lack of willpower and a free hand to the ammed
forces. National security and the morale of the
security forces should be given priority over
political one-upmanship.

SK GARG, YAMUMANAGAR

Don't merge rural areas into MCs
With reference to "Ailing panchayats’; there
15 another disturbing trend that deserves
attention — the systematic merger of rural
areas into municipalities or municipal corpo-
rations via ordinances. This not only stnps
gram panchayats of their constitutional role
under the T3rd Amendment but also burdens
villagers with steep avic taxes without pro-
portional improvement in infrastructure or
services. ouch top-down redassification
bypasses local consent and undermines the
spirit of Gram Swoera). Instead of empowering
panchayats, state govermments are curtailing
their powers through administrative manoeu-
vres, This seems less about development and
maore about evenue peneration.

HARSH PAWARIA, ROHTAK

Collective efforts required
Referto ‘Fight agmnst drups’; the deasion of
the Himachal Pradesh government to malee it
compulsary for government employees to
undertake an oath of non-consumption of
‘chitta’ is a good pre-emptive move. Drug
peddlers are not only using students but also
teachers as conduits in this nefarious actovity.
some officers and employees, too, have been
found involved in the narcotics tmade. The
solution lies in taming and not shaming drug
abusers. We have to make them a part of the
mainstream. Checking the menace can't be
left to the government alone. Parents, teach-
ers, NGOs, Panchayvati Raj Institutions — all
should come forward to tackle the problem.
KR BHARTI, SHIMLA

Where does India stand?
Apropos of "“Trump hits India with 255 tanff
phus penalty; will secure our interest: Govt';
while the US President’s announcement has
caused concern, it's important to examine
where India stands compared to other coun-
tries that have signed trade deals with the
US. The UK faces 106 tariff, the EU and
Japan are taxed at 15%, Indonesia at 19% and
Vietnam at 20%. India's 25% tariff is relative-
Iy hugher, but not as bad as that of some oth-
er nations. Over 90 countries are facing US
pressure to sign one-sided trade deals, and
many are vet to concdude any agreement.
SAMIAY CHOPRA, MOHALI

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 2004word limit.
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mall to: Letters@tribunemall.com
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Atruce in Syria, at crossroads of empires

RAJENDRA ABHYANKAR
EX-AMBASSADOR TO SYRIA

YRIA'S location at

the crossmads of

major  religions,

empires and eco-

nomic and mencan-
tile networks makes it a piv-
otal state in the Middle East.
Its enduring proclivity to
engender and synthesise
dwerse, often contmdictory,
gtreams of thought, relipion
and politics have made it a
battleground for opposing
ideas beliefs and practices, It
is rightly saud that what hap-
pens in Syna affects the
entire region.

This explains the continu-
ing interest, both military
and financial, of both region-
al and global powers during
the long civil war by insur-
gent groups backed by
regional powers fighting the
Assad regime till its fall in
December 2024. We see the
same prodvities on the part
of the regional and pglobal
powers after the takeover of
the country by Hayat Tahrir
al-sham (HT'S) led by Ahmed
al-Shaara, the now rehabili-
tated terrorist group backed
by Turkey and other powers
from the region and the West.

Ahmed al-Sharaa, who
became the de facto leader of
the post-revolutionary care-
taker government from 8§
December 2024, has pained

backing from various region-
al and international actors,
dnven by stmtepicinterest in
Syrias stability and recon-
struction, and to counter
Iran's influence.

Eey financial and political
backers include the US, Sau-
di Arabia, Qatar and Tutke v
Russia, along with the US
and sorme European nations,
is also undertaking cautious
engagement with  the
removal of sanctions. Several
nations, mduding Israel,
retain a military presence
mside Syria.

In afar-sighted move, India
opened its first formal out-
reach only last week, on July
28, with Suresh Kumar, a
mid-level officer at the Min-
istry of External Affairs lead-
g a delegation to Syria to
hold talks with Foreipn Min-
ister Assad Al-Shaibani.
Their discussions covered
ways of enhanang the bilat-
eral relationship including
possibilities of economic
assistance to the new regime.

Located on the east coast of
the DMediterranean, Syria
with 22 million, mainly Sun-
i Muslims, borders Turkey
to the north, Lebanon and
Israel to the west and south
west, Iraq to the east and Jor-
dan to the south.

For the transiional govern-
ment the fall of the Assad
regime has become the
benchmark towards Syria's
democratic transition. Parlia-
mentary elections will be
held in September and the
next presidential election
within five vears.

A staunch Sunni, al-Shaara
has promised an inclisive
government with equal

Y '\

OUTREACH: Syria's interim President Ahmed al-Sharaa visited Saudi Arabia in Februany. rEUTERS

treatment to women and
Syria's many minorities.

Internal Situation

The country remaing geo-
graphically divided between
various  interest  groups
threaterung  its  ocohesion.
HTS itself iz not the only
powerful militia in Syna's
umbrella group of rebels
leading to the fragmented
control of the country.

The USbacked Kurdish-
led Syrian Defence Forces
{(SDF) currently controls the
northeast. Theyhave gained
ground. taking advantape of
the collapse of the Syrian
army, to capture the main
desert city of Deir ez-Zor,
and are determined to
remain independent against
the Syrian government and
Turkey which views it as a
terrorist group. The US has
also repositioned its troops
in eastern Syria.

The Turkish-backed Syrian
National Army {(SNA)} has

The first
parliamentary
elections in Syriain
September will go a
long way towards
ensuring interim
President Ahmed
al-Sharaa's
commitnentto
buildingan
inclusive polity.

taken contmol of parts of
northwestern Syria.
Although SNA is neither
cohestve nor centralised, it
remains the bulwark aimed
at preventing Kurdish mili-
tias from threatening Turkey:

Thisfrapmentationhas been
the reason for intemal military
clashes that have undermined
the status of the Syrian gov-
ernment. On March 6 2025 the
large and coordmated’
ambush by Assad lovalist
Alawites, in the town of Jableh
near Latakia, was nithlesshy
put down by Synan povem-
ment fores,

simuilarly, fighting erupted
between Druze and Bedouin
Sunni groups in Sweida on
July 13, 2025. Till a fragile
peace, based on a US-bro-
kered cease-fire, was restored
after nearly 10,000 Bedouin
exated Sweida with Bedouin
dans announcing their with-
drawal from the Druze-
majonty city.

President al-Shaara urged

them to leave the city, saying
they ‘cannot replace the role
of the state m handling the
oountry's affairs and restor-
mng security.’

The violence drew in SyTi-
an government forces and
prompted Israeli airstrikes
supposedly in  sympathy
with their own Druze com-
munity. These armed distur-
bances killed hundreds of
people and threatened to
unravel Syria’s fragile post-
war transition.

Role of External Powers
Turkey's support for rebel
groups such as HTS was crit-
wal to its recent offensive
making it the most influen-
tial foreign actor in the coun-
try. Turkey with the most Syr-
ian  refugees has now
promoted ther return home,
Its main interest remains to
topple the Kurndish forces in
the north, where the Democ-
ratic Union party (PYD), an
offshoot of the banned Kur-
distan Workers' party (PKK),
operates. Ankara will also
want to ensure that any goy-
ernment in Syria is friendly
to Turkev, and not Iran.

Russia and Iran are no
Ionger the major plavers in
Syria. For Tran, the ousting of
Assad was a huge loss deny-
mng aland bridge to the east-
ern  Mediterranean, an
important base for Iranian
prooaes such as Hesbollah,
and a route thmough which
weapons  could reach
Lebanon. The loss of Iran's
strategic depth in Syria has
weakened its ability to sup-
port Hezbollah, itself severe-
Iy weakened by contimiing
conflict with Israel.

The loss 15 similarly hupge
for Russia. Moscow shored
up Assad by sending thou-
sands of Russian troops in
2015 and engaging in brutal
airstrikes on Syrian rebel
groups and civilian infra-
structure,

With the contining war
with Ukraine, Russia did not
continue itssupport to Assad
and its Middle East project
has been a spectacular fail-
ure. The future of Russia's
Syrian naval and air bases on
long lease, in Latakia gover
norate, gving it a foothold in
the eastern Mediterranean,
remains uncertain.

Israel's belligerent attitude
to the al-Shaara povernment
has led to ther warplanes
repoartedly carrving out hun-
dreds of airstrikes targeting
Syrian Army military facili-
ties. The Ismel Defense
Forces (IDF) claims that it
has destroved around 805 of
the Assad regime’s military
capability, ostensibly to pre-
vent weapons falling into
the hands of extrerists and
to support its Druze commu-
nity, during Syria's post
Assad transition.

Israel has also seized con-
trol of all of the demilitarised
buffer zone in the Golan
Heights, on the pround that
the 1974 disengagement
agreement with the Assad
regime had ‘collapsed’ with
the rebel takeover of the
country. The Golan Heights,
a rocky plateau about 60 km
(40 miles) south-west of
Damascus, inhabited by the
Druze, was partly serzed by
Israel in the 1967 Six-Day
War and unilaterally
annexedit in 1931,

Crash, cover-up and corporate collusion? India vs Boeing

ABHLIT BHATTACHARYYA

LIFE MEMBER, AEROMNALTICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA

HE comments

made (on July 9)

by the newly

appointed Admin-

istrator of US Civ-
il Awviation Administration
{equivalent to India’s Direc-
torate General of Crvil Avia-
tion), Brvan Bedford, on
Indias Aircraft Accidents
Investigation Bureau's
(AATB) ongoing inquiry into
the June 12 crash of Air India
(AL} Boeing-T87 in Ahmed-
abad seem to be baseless
and partisan.

Is Bedford resorting to pre-
emptive defence to save the
Boeng company’s 787 twin-
engine passenger jet and
pressure the Indian establish-
ment? His remarks imply:
"Don't try to blame the US-
made machine. Prepare an
inquiry report to look into
yvour own flving men's role
and responsibility to begin
with for the acadent.” The air-
craft had erashed within 32
seconds after it from run-
way 23405, killing 241 of the

242 aboard and 19 other per-
sons on the ground.

But, an Indian may count-
er Bedford: "Why jump the
gun? And why not wait for
the Indian povernment’s
maquiry report?”

Bedford sanctimonsously
pontificated on July 24 on the
sidelines of the Wisconsin air
show that the AT Boeing-T87
fatal erash did notappearto be
caused by a mechanical issue
or an madvertent movement
of the fuel control unit or
switches. "We can say with a
high level of confidence that it
doesnt appear to be a mechan-
ical issue with the Boeing fuel
control unit." How does Bed-
ford know for sure or assume
to know? The TS CAA boss
should avoid any controversy
om such a serious matter,

Bedford would have done
well to note what his boss Jen-
nifer Homendy, Chair of the
National Transportation Safe-
ty Board (NTSE), had said on
July 18:"Recent mediareports
on the Al Boeing crash were
premature and speculative.”

The Indian probe into the
crash must be piven a fair
chance to avoid premature
conclusions,

My last plece published in
this paper on July 9 had hint-
ed at the likelihood that the
US state systemn would not
allew Boeing to fail and fall —
“The stakes are too high for
Boeing and it is bound to go
allout to try and prove that its
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DENIAL: The West appears intent on speculative narratives to shield its company and industry. sasDeer o0sH

187 craft, despite killing 270, s
an excellent flying machine
and that the mishap could be
owing to anvthing or anyone
except the manufacturer of
the ill-fated aeroplane.™
Boemngis too deeply embed-
ded in the US state system’s
departments, agences, Wall
Street investors and MNCs,
Giants have fallen in the past:
Anglo-French Concorde,
McDonnell Douglas DC10
and British Comet jet in the
1950s. But, Boeing 1s to move
on. S0 much so that despite
Boeing's inordinate delay to
produce two T47 Air Foree] for
the exclusive use of the US
President, Trump, in March,
gave it a mutibillion-dollar
contraet to build the "Next
Generation” fighter F47 at the
expense of combat amreraft

Boeing is too deeply
embedded in the
LIS state systems

departments,
agencies, Wall Street
investors and
MNCs.

Trump's action was reported-
Iy aimed at saving Boeing,
which has been facing poor
gales, financial results and
stock performance in the last
five years owang to two 737
MAX cmshes, which killed all
M6 aboard. The US Justice
Department (DOJ) is charging
the company more than 81 bn
and #4450 mn compensations to
accident victims' kin, Boeing
avaided the DOJ eriminal pros-
ecution by paying cash.

Notably, NTSB Chair Jen-
nifer Homendy had earlier
this vearadmonished Boeing
for the Alaska Air meident,
saving: "This accident never
should have happened.”

The US FAA therefore,
should take note of the AATE s
preliminary public report on
the crmshed Al Boeing-T87. It
savs: "Take-off degranceissued

410733 UTC" (Unaversal Coor-
dinated Time). Aireraft started
milling and smoothly “crossed
the take-off deasion speed V1
at 153 knots (285,356 km per
hour) IAS (Indicated Air
Speed); V2 (Take-off safety
speed)’, lowest aircraft speed
indirator reading (ASIR) at
which the aeroplane complies
with handling entena associat-
ed with dimb following one
engine failure; and “the Vr
speed 155 knots(237.06 kilome-
tres per hour) was achieved at
08:08:35 am." And 1n another
four seconds, “the aircraft
ampround sensors transe-
tioned to air mode, consistent
with Lft off 08:08:39 hour”. Al
171 was airborne and dimbing
with accelerated speed and
thrust to gain atitude o reach
1ts Air Traffie Control designat-
ed flight level From "take-off
ceamnee” to being arbome it's
one minute and s seconds.
However, exactly after 32
seconds in air at 08:09:11
hours (Indian Standard Time
1:3%:11 pm), “"the EAFR
recording stopped.” AI 171
Boeing T87 penshedwith 241.
And then started a barrage
of misleading, speculative,
and ilkintentioned propagan-
da of western media, deter
mined to put the entire blame
for the disaster solely on the
cockpit crew of two dead men.
Western reporting seems to
be deliberately ignonng that
the entire erash boils down to
32 seconds of the airbome

machine comingdownwith a
bang and blast. Understand-
ably, India 15 peeved and has
warned those under the
influence of some parties
with the vested interest of
ensuring that the Ahmed-
abad Boeing T87 doesnt go
the same way as Boemg-737
MAX, which brought the US
manu facturers product qual-
ity and reputation to its nadir
Numerous major air disas-
ters have happened m the
West, Yet, the West today is
unusually pedurbed. It is
bent on giving its own divine-
right-of-king-type verdict —
just as it had tned to do eark-
erwhen two Boemng-T3T-MAX
killed all 346 passengers and
crew aboard mn two separate
crashes in 2018 and 2019,
Every Indian passenger
should read the book, "Flying
Blind: The 737 MAX Tragedy
and Full of Boemng” (2021) by
Peter Robson. The West
appears intent on specula-
tive narratives to shield its
company and industry. That
15 because if 1t is established
that the Ahmedabad crash
oceurred due to a machine
malfunetion, the manufac-
turer would have to likely
pay over a billion-dollar com-
pensation to the victims' rel-
atives. Hence, the defence
mechanism is composing a
cacophony to blame the two
dead Indian men behind the
mangled US machine.
Veerws are personal
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