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OPINION

{ OUR TAKE }
Reinventing India
in US mainstream

New Delhi needs to reach out to the new
America to build its case as a valuable ally

hisis not the bestof times for immigrants and
foreign workers anywhere in the world, most of
allin the US. Indian immigrants and tech
workers in the US are at the receiving end of a
swell of nativism and nationalist politics. The rise of
the Make America Great Again (MAGA) movement,
visible in the policies of the Trump administration,
especially its stance on HI-Bvisas (India is the biggest
beneficiary of this visaregime), and international
trade, has« ibuted to the ant-immigrant mood.
Indians are clearly in the line of fire, despite President
Trump's reiterations that Prime Minister Modi isa
dear friend and the projection of Indian Americans asa
model immigrant community. The anti-Indian
campaign on4chan, an anonymaous imageboard
website, in the wake of a hike in Hl-Bvisa fee is
symptomatic of this undercurrent. Grandstanding by
officials such as secretary of commerce, Howard
Lutnick, that India must “stop taking actions that harm
America”, may be further feeding the sentiment.

What should India do? One, the rise in anti-India
sentiment is linked to domestic politics in the US,
Diplomats could reach out to friends of India in the US
Congress and Senate, and convince them to dispel the
notion that Indian interests are inimical to America’s
well-being. Two, the American business community
should be persuaded to highlight the Indian
contribution to American tech and business and how
outsourcing has helped the US economy. India should
support and sponsor surveys to press the point that the
assoclation with India has led to the creation of jobs in
the US. There are studies that detail the contributions
of Indian Americans to the US's economic, scientific,
social, cultural and civic life, and how entrepreneurs of
Indian origin contribute significantly to job creation in
the US. These need to be amplified in the new climate
to influence public opinion. India should also attempt
an outreach to the MAGA street to emphasise how
India’s democratic credentials, family values, and work
ethic have much in common with the US, and why
Trump 2.0 must build on the groundwork done by past
administrations to think long term and build closer
ties. New Delhi should also invest in US universities,
think tanks, and cultural institutions to embellishits
outreach and, if necessary, rebrand its profile, to make
India’s case in the new US polity.

The MAGA movement is ideological, butits world
wview is transactional. This gives New Delhi room to
negotiate without compromising its national interests
and abandoning its pursuit of inglobal
affairs. This is a political task, no doubt, but restricting
the focus to politics, or depending on the personal
chemistry between leaders, will limit the outcome.

Reinforcing New Delhi,
Moscow relations

fter some years of stagnation, the India-Russia
Arelationshlp has gained in importance as

Moscow emerged as one of the main energy
suppliers for New Delhi and Russian-origin
armaments were extensively used in the conflict with
Pakistan in May. However, the relationship has faced
pressure from the punitive levy imposed by the
Donald Trump administration over Russian oil
purchases and the calls for India to end its military
procurements from Russia. As Russia and India
prepare for President Viadimir Putin's visit to India
towards the end of the year, Russian foreign minister
Sergey Lavrov has emphasised that ties between
Moscow and New Delhi are independent of and
immune to the ups and downs in the India-US
relationship. Ata time when the US continues to
criticise India’s purchases of Russian energy and
military hardware, Lavrov was categorical in asserting
that there is “no threat™ to the relationship. Lavrov
lauded India’s foreign policy and the Indian side’s
“self-respect” in standing up to the US.

Lavrov's comments are a validation of India’s stated
policy of multilateralism amid the churn on the
international stage. Russia will continue to be a crucial
energy and security partner for the foreseeable future,
and India should stick to its stand of choosing its own
partners, Russia’s partnership with India is also an
answer to detractors who accuse Moscow of having
hitched its bandwagon to Beijing. At the same time,
however, Russia needs to deliver on its promises of
making two-way trade with India more balanced by
providing greater market access and stepping up and
diversifying its procurement of Indian goods. Greater
economic integration will provide ballast for and
reinvigorate the long-standing partership.

Spotting the opportunity
in Trump’s H-1B salvo

Beyond the initial pain,
the opportunities to
upscale human capital
and drive innovation are
most certainly significant
gains for India

hiat mpact will the
numerous actions
the U5 has taken, in
a somewhat hap-
hazard manner, in
the last skx menths
have on its own economy and that of
India? What will, for example, the
Impact of charging for new HAB visas
:n:h.le\-e for the US? To nnswerlhls.we

remained the global reserve cusrency.
Helng the reserve currency was a
remarkable privilege. The U3
atrracted $62 trillion (40% of which
was in fixed income) at low rates
while earning more on its §35 trillion
Invested abroad 1o allow it to have a
positive net Investiment income over-
all.

Four factors underpin the US's con-
tinued suceess economically: It
attracted the best global talent, had
the best universities in the world with
the highest funding for R&D, the U5
dollar was the reserve currency, and
the LS recelved a net $27 rillion dol-
lars {or essentially unlimited) risk
capital, and American com-
panies earned the highest
profit marging, due 1o a

appears to me to be self-defeating.
‘While tightening immigration and
changing asylum rules had almost
bipartisan suppert, tightening H- ln
wisas hits American technology con

panles the hardest. Over 70%of H- m
wisas were given to Indians, thowgh
this num ber had been coming down.
Closing this avenue will start cutting
the tide of cheap talented workforce
in the technolagy sector, the bedrock

US innovation.

The attack on top universities such
a5 Harvard has already bad an impact
on the applications to the US globally
and from India. They are down more
than 27%. Currently, the US earns

round $44 billion from for-
elgn students, with around
320 billien of this coming

of very strong from India. This will fall, but
lsm dmallowedamnnm with4%of  R&D, top talent, access o more importandy, the flow of
the wiorld 2% plentiful ch I, and lobal talent to the US will
of ghoibal GIOP, sccount for 5% of ghobal - the ability to outsource  Janmejaya ecTease. Amerhcan compa-
market capitalisation, and beanunds- — manufacturing w o access Sinha nies will not have the pick

puted leader in technological innova-
ton. Just between 2020 and 2025, its
econoy in nominal erms grew from
$21:4 eriflicm o $29 trillion. Itis worth-
while to examine what underpins US
exceptionalismm and why | am puzzled
b the actions of President Donald
“Trumyg, as | feel they erode the founda-
tons of what masde America great.
Fost-Warld War II, and 1l

cheap and disciplined
labour anywh in the

from the best in the world.
Thi bined with a sus-

world (often with countries

throwing in incentives like free land
and tax breaks to attract its invest-
erent] thiat wiould manufacture for the
U at the thinnest margins. Despite
how seme Amerlcan communlties
were hurt by the shifting out of facte-
ries from thelr neighbearhoods, even

after the fall of the erstwhile Soviet
Unlen, the US had become the sole
ghobal superpower, and the US dollar
was the global reserve currency. By
2000, the US was the largest trading
partner for most of the world. In the
last 25 years, even though China
replaced it as the workd's largest trad-
Ing partner, the U dollar singularly

the White middle class in the US did

tained atack on the US Fed-
eral Reserve's independence will
worry bond markets and the current
depreciation of the dollar supposedly
o spar manudacturing will impact the
inflow of limitless capital to the LS.
Already one can discern & shift awa
flom dnllalas:emnl bank hold-
dh L 4 y

beter than thelr counterparts in moss
of Burope.

Druring Covid, it is true that supply
chain disruptiens highlighted thar
some ring

euro and the ven have increased.
Antracting manufaciiring back with
tariffs will reduce the profits of Amer-
fcan 1 compan ies that will bose access
T incentives.

needed e be present in-house weur
dependence. But the impact of the
current actions in the long run

S0, American cansunvers will be Eaced
with higher priced goods if produced
internally or through high tariifs on

The " i

ities suel as Harvard has al an impact
onthe he LS from India. L
gouds impaorted. research, guantum compating, robat-

For India, this opens a very definice
opportunity. Over the past decade,
India has become a consequential
economy, adding 85 trillion to the
global GOP — going from 15% of

al GDP to almost 7% of the global
GDP Our equity markers offer the
best multiples, suppored by domestic
Investors. And subsidiaries of global
MMNCs listed in India enjoy higher
multiples than me&aren(mmpmues
In their home mar

India needs to capitalise on the
presents offered by the Trump presi-
dency after the initial pain felt by a
few companies. Four actions are
needed to do this.

Bt et ateract $100 billion from the
§27 willion tht |5 godng to start get-
ting very poor returns in the US. It
must also attract 20,000 of the
290,000 Indians on H-1B back to
India. Each company should rarget
hiring 25 to 50 people. The govern-
ment could consider creating 10 cen-
tres of advanced learning {arificial
Intelligence, blotech, human brain

bcs, ete), thereby supporting the erea-
tlon of an endire value chaln with just
2,000-crore Investmens for each.

The Al centre should be in a state
thar offers land for data centres,
attracts an sdvanced data global capa-
bility centre, and encourages corpo-
rate partnerships with the advanced
centre.

Corporates should see how 1o ralse
thedr R&D spend from oday's abys-
mal 0.56% to 1.56% of GDF by using
these centres in parmership. Tocurh
the loss of $70 billion we spend each
year overseas on education, can we
relook our education policles to spur
the start of W new universities, hiring
faculty from the US? This could possi-
bly be done in collaboration with
overseas undversities, i a for-profic
education sector with less curbs on it

‘Trump has created the opporunity
for India. It & up to us to grab it The
furure is in our hands.

Janmejaya Sinha is chuirman, BCG

. The views expressed are persemal

Cleanliness mission where
every citizen is a safai mitra

Minisver {1} Narendra Modi

seHIEDES Il dally dlsdpling making swach-
bt way of

s
broom and swepta Delh street. [t was far
miore than syrbolism: It wasa powerful

remingder that the nission of a chean India can-

ot rest solely on the govermment but must be
embraced by every citizen

I still reeall the moemens in 2014 whm Prime

Iife, and ensuring du( the gains of the past dec-
ade form the foundatson of s cheaner, bealthser,
and more dignified India for generations to
come. Most importandly, this phase of the mis-
san ﬂmsesandwdapmgmecnpudns iof bl

look by clean but address

Aclean India s a sh bility, and
the e srength of the Swachh Bharar Mission
{SEM} has been how it has turned dheanl iness
into a people’s movernent. It has wrned every

Jikzen | P dof cleanl

lswen{wnsnepmo& i and rerediation of
legacy durmpsites. Even me largest cleanliness
survey, swachh survekshan, now measures the

ieanl oid door

—fi Tl stuh b kers, shop- w;sw collection, handling and processing of
keepers to farm and factory workers. Millions waste.
prlneduplhehrmm 7 \Il\gd&mllms With thizvisom, we celebrated kst year's SHS

pledgeddl,gnlw health, :mdp(lng

week (SHS-24) under the theme Swabhav
it — Sansk hhata (T

of Cleanliness - Llll.lure af Lkmlums] which
reflect:

Lp-eople £ . where cleanl
became a matter of honour and pride. PM
Modi's calls of ma gendiogl karenge, na kiomne
dienge [neither will we create filth nor

will we let anyone ereate filth) and
swinchane hi seva [cleanliness & ser- [}
wice) inspired cf tieens across the coun-

iy to act. What began as a gove:
mienit-beel rudssion soon imed into the
prideal every street. every neighbour-

todrstinet, [mm cnmpll:un:e lncn]mre Wealm
It

asa reflection of cur charscter and val-

i ues. Every citizen must internalise itas

adadly habitand mesal responsibilisy.
By embedding cleanliness into our
swabhav {nature) and sanskaer {ethas),
we are not just SWeeping streets — we
are shaping a more dignified, health-
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about singling out a country if

they are not sure.
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know that’s what it was
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For women,

platform

work is no easy gig

omestic waorker services are the katest
addirion to the platform econonmy — an
thath | deh

traverse public spaces and streets, and some-
times go into households (domestic wark,
In case of sexual

b h d inability. Oue:

arvialence, it by difficult o ju

thone are being raised about fair wages, safery,

tice. These wom en workers fall intothe exacks
asmeyamnu ke recourse & laws on sexial

hood, and every home, driven by an Manahar ler, and united Indés. True transforma- soctal security, amd how this new fnmw(gjg
extraordinary wave of behavioural Lal Khattar o wlllcnmewlwnswadﬂnmtdwt— work mlgh( aﬁec( d 1 employ
change. [ d passed dl hese th

I 2014, less than 4% of house- down through generations as a cher- dlscusslnn Iends. it bs clear that gig work Is
holds had tollets. Today, more than 12 crore  Ished legacy. i dity diing I
Faamilias b hrough

Swachh Bharat Mission, Indla has been
declared open-defecation-free (ODF). The slo-
an Har Ghar S.Immhn.la}n [a moilet in every

As the festive season begins, the PM has
reminded us that celebrations are most mean-
Ingful when they are clean and eco-friendly. In
(hls spirlt, Swachhara Hi Seva (SHS) 2025 |s

) is i Joa
bringing safery and dignity o millions of
women and children, along with improved

being 17 toOctober 2,
unsder the themse Swachhorsiy (Festival of Clean-
liness), with a focus o sustamabiliny — pmmn'(

health. The World Health
mates that the lives of nearly 300,000 children
have been saved b reduced di

limked 1o open defecation. The mission has now
moved on to sustaining the ODF status and
introducing comprehensive solid and Bguid
waste nt, scientific af

est-  Ing plastsci dl 2RO
n(mnme Itmm.
forces that cleanl ‘effort but
ncnmmuwsrespmslbl]lwm unLre gen-
erations.

SHS 2025 observed Ek Din, Ek Ghanta, Ek

waste. [he vislon for SHM Urban 2.0 Is to
e

mdnuﬁgsuanﬁ]r{clmn]bdnmnl AMWONEsT
the eitizens.

The PM's genlus has been to make the SEM
about mere than tollets and streets It ls about

O Hour, All Together) on Sep-
nmberL’.....- rih d Pandi Deen-

inthe workplace.
Another concern |8 the lack of public toflers
and rest spaces. Since they need to move
around th b e day, th

miarket, This sector s expected t reach a valua-
thon of $100 billion this vear, with over 77 mil-
lion Indlans engaged in gig work — women
making up lmr:i- 20#% of this workforce. The
glg economy includes ride-hailing, food and
parcel delivery {including quick, ten-minute
deliveries), as well as services such as beaury,
cleaning, carpentry, and plumbing.

The flexible nature of glg work
offers womsen an opgorunity o I:)a.lld

problen. Publiciodets in our citses are woefully
few and not always safe or well-maintained,
Ao th X i
toilets in homes where they provide services.
Many woren workers sy that they don'tdrink
adequate water, justto avoid gring to the wder
Further, in conditions of heat and high palle-
o, the lack of spaces o rest between
Johs places a health risk for all gig

workers.
Financial hurdles also hamper

ance employment with househ -

respansibilities. In a country where women's full participation in gig

rraditional gender roles often limit waork. The costs of Heenees, vehicles,

womns participation in formal Kalpana and other necessary investments are
. gl work provides a often prohibitive, especially for

dayal Upadhyay. On this day, crores of Indians
ne';lainleﬂ ane hour to \-Dllrnmw shramdaan
(donation of labour), reaffirming thar cheanli-
ness s everyone's responsibility.

Lastvear abore, cver S00,000 neglected spots
In towns and villages were unndnmmn Ity

pride, culture, and che soul of the nation. From
i hih Vidyalaya Abbiy hont
separate todlets for girls and boys — o the Rash-

Abrant collective

effory cmlmkedem\lmesswsmle tangible, and
mya Swm:hhnm Kendra, a living tribute o truly life-changing.
[ pired The greatness of this mission lies notonly in
kol s ach bt bn its spirit. Every sweep

citizens to see lo-\l I

for thermselves and their country. Festivals are
when they are plastic-free, celebrations
aremare oyl when they do not keave behind
waste, and each eltizen understands that their
sl st contributes toa larger national pride.
We have mmegsen a remnrlahlepumeyo{’

the broom, every cian cormer, every g
refuised 15 not just abour sanication, it (s abour
dignity, pride, and the India we want to leave
behind for our children. Cleanliness is not some-
one else’s work: I is evervone's mission. | urge
everyone not to confine swachhata to a slngle

pmcucal alternative. For instance, a
aurvey by the World Bank founsd that
S52% of women engaged in gig work
reported greater economic independence.
Many women also value the ability to choose
Jobe that fir their schedules, allowing them to
manage both work and Family commitments
more effectively.
Despite its benefls, glg work abio presents
algnificant challenges, especially for women.
The digital divide lEl\’Inllb a major obstacle.
Drata fram th | O

Viswanath

women from disadvantaged back-
grounds. Additionally, many women
lack independent access to bank
accounts or capital, making it difficult to receive
payments and sustabn consistent work.
Recently, state and national kegislation on
social security for the platform economy have
been enacted. IheLennnILmthoclalbecu
ity, 20120, defs tside
wraditional employment strusctures and pro-
vides for socal security measures such as life

WS
lhnl ower half of womsen in rural areas do not
have independent acoess toa smartphone. In

d disabl Jacckdent insurance, health
q doad ection
Sirnlarly, SLatis. such asHa.perun 'I'elang;lm.

and Kamn:

contrast, more women in urh
T — own a mobile device, hu(\hegnpwl(h

social security and o‘\herenuﬂemems_ We still
have o

mien remains wide, with 80% of

going Ing

As gig work continues o grow in India, it
o(fers both epportunities and challenges.

Issues like safery, the digieal divide,
health eare, and financial access bs crueial to

theSEM ucted,valla-  dayar a pukinvada (fartnight), but o carry (e ofurban This | d regul
ges. and clll.es nm:hlen ODF, and citizens  spirit throughout the vear, Tabata | digital gapl = ahility
shared hil-  event— it is a way of life. I:admfu.smus(me platforms and participate fully.
ity It buaas ey rovy Firmn bedied that the carmpakgn bilsty in our homes, I yadi buar
must now seek o wansform collective con- — and and practice | den of unpald housework and caregiving.

ASTHE
BEGINS, THI
HI'\1INDI'D

I'I}-'I-', SEASON

N
\N \‘IIJI «CO-

day. Let us make cleanliness x datly asctpl.lne
and commit ourselves o the pledge of Hor D,
Ek Ghaitta, Ek Saath — one hour of callective
effort, every day, where every citizen 1s a safiri
mitra.

Manstar Lal Khaitar s Uion minisier,
ministry of hocsing and urbs

Recent data indicate that women spend 259

making glg work a viable, em pewering option

minutes daily on househeld chnr&. and 1357
milnites caring for fan While

for WOmIER. Wlm mrgelen effors and suppor-
become

W
weork's flexibility can be helpful, the additional
responsibilitses often leave women with lictle
ElFraE0F energy 1o pursie saming oppornities.

amore inclusive space that benefis all workers.

Kaipuna Viswamath i oo and CEO

Safew concerns and the risk of h
whether onthe road of wish

and minstry of power.
The views expressed are persanal

clients. Forwamen gig warkers, safety concerms
e major deterrent. Moss gig workess need

aferinin, a ise wisich uses
J«hnnm.mn'qqnswmlku data far the
sufie mavement af wimen in arbun spoces
‘The views expressed are persanal
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[rading snags
SEBI rules on techwical glitches showld apply to all

he number of retail investors in the stock
I market has grown rapidly since the

pandemic, and with it the pressure on
stockbrokers to provide an efficient trading interface.
Some stockbrokers may not have upgraded their
trading systems to cater to the increase in number of
clients, leading to frequent trading halts. Meanwhile,
clients have become more vociferous, taking to social
media often to raise trivial issues regarding stock

trading.
E (SEBI) proposing a review of the framework
o address technical glivches in stockbrokers'
L3 electronic trading systems, is therefore
weleome, The framework was brought into
effect in December 2022; the experience
shows that certain modifications may be
required, SEBI must reconsider the most
important proposal in this consultation paper
— exempting small brokers with less than
10,000 registered clients from this
framework. The paper suggests reducing the
compliance burden for around 457 smaller
brokers, suggesting that almost one-fifth of
the stockbrokers will not be abliged to report
an trading hales for more than five minutes
on account of faults in their hardware
software, connectiviry d
This means that there will be no n:'_l.,ululnn'
protection for investors trading through
smaller brokers never mind the fact that
technology needs o be robust with all
stockbrokers, irvespective of their size.
Tt would also be helpful to get some clarity
on which technical glitches really marter.
Leaving out technical glitehes that accur
side market huur\ from the ambit of these
i e such disruptions do
Ircan reduce the
additional cost of monitoring the 1
beyond trading hours, Le
on-making tools such as
5, failure in payment gateways, technical
a5 ¢ the back-office which do not impact
lnldlnh,lmm the definition will filter out
frivolous investor complaints, But the rules
need not leave out technical glitches which
oceur due to malfunctioning of the cloud
service, or those that pertain o global
technology partners. While such disruptions
may lie beyond the control of the
stockbroker, they do inconvenience investors
who need to be informed about the stoppage,
the duration of the halt, or possibility of
recurrence,

The paper proposes allowing stockbrokers
more time to inform stock exchanges and
their elients about the technical gliceh, The
2022 regulations stipulated that stakeholders
should be informed withinan hour. SEBI
proposes wo increase the time to two hours,
The problem with granting additional tim
that a lot of confusion can be caused by posts
i stors and traders need w
non as possible, so that they
can execute their trade through other

e5, Stock exchanges should feature
technical glicches prominently on their
website, This will help investors pi
intermediary with more robust system, and
nudge all brokers to investin their trading
SYSLEMS,

it consultation paper of the
s and Exchange Board of India

POCKET

BAVIKANTH

AVASUDEVAN

tls s mare Uhan a month slince
the August monetary policy
changed perspectives from an
almost exclusive focus on the
palley rate to the impartance of
managing the lquidicy position inthe
aystem. This critical change in the last
monetary policy statement deserves to
b commiended. 08 value and
slgnificance can be seen Inthe midst of
e current economic uplieaval and
geopolitieal rurmaodl caused by America's
discriminatory and selective tariffs
withour any rationale, snd with the
added uncertaingies brought by the hefty
A100,000 fiee for every new H-1Bvisa,
The prospect of good growth during
whe current fiscal year should not
overlook the criticality of liquidity for
whe next monetary polley as liquidicy s
e key for developing financlal markers
and for initiating optimism for increased
private investments, The government,
o lts part, fostered the domestle
demand potential by supportive direct
rax chany u.md mare recently, goods
and services tax reforms. These policy
ml:ln:lmom lopes would help
substantially address the tarlff challenge

poded by the US,
The August policy pause sppears close
o one of the mantras of the “new

financial economics that prevalled in the
19805 and 19905, distinet from the laver
day modern monetary theory (MMT),
“Thee former emphasises fnancial
constralnts and seeks to limit
povernment deficlts, In contrast, MMT
posits that for a soverelgn govemment
empowered 1o lssue carrency, public
delst I nn:nuuutr.llmlsuramlh.vml
and the related interest rare dy

—_—
businessline,
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Should there be trading
among financial assets?

ASSET BARTER. Store of value is critical for trade settlement between two types of assets
without involving cash transfer. But this could constrain the effectiveness of monetary policy

The preferential choloe among assets
would e guided essentially by three
criterin — safery (relatively high
risklesaness), rave of return and
lgquidity. arlymm-llqnldaum:wlll
sequire the status of ‘moneyness’ and
wnuld 'h‘ wraded fairly easily with ather

fall in the jurladiction of monetary
policy, given the exchange rate regime,

LIQUIDITY SURGE

'l'wurlx‘- i lguddivy b the banking
aystem Is now estimaved at €3-4 crilllon,
Ascommercial banks are flushwith
funds, they will need wo find outlets for
Boan-making and investments in
different assets including gevernment
securites and to an extent the standing
deposit fackliy avallable at the Reserve
Bank. If for some reason banks' loan
portfolios do not grow sulficiently, their
vestment portfolios would have to,
mplication, bulge. Mutual funds woul
getmore funds and corporate bonds of
whe vriple-A kind and new issues of
companles would report gains In germs
of funding, Stock markets would
perform well,

ding on the holders'
For instance, f an

¥, hns:rr-l:un'blllsn and
wants toacquire shares of a company or
acluster of companies, the search for
rrading for such shares would begin. In
case entity "B with company shases is
willlng 1o acquire government securities
from A’ a trade settlement between the
rwes types of assers without lnvelving
cash tranafer could eccur, though the
rerms of sertlement would stillbe in
rerms of the unlt of sccount, namely
‘money',
The preferential choice
among assets would be
guided essentially by three
eriteria — safety (relatively
high risklessness), rate of
return and lguid

Here, 08 we can gauge, trading
berween assets thar have store of value is
acritieal polater for the Reserve Bank to
take nove of sluatlons where crypro
assers, Including the recently mentloned
stablecoins that ave not s yet given any
official recognition, could alse be part of
wransactbons, But it ks lmportant 1o
recognise that crypto assers are very
mmil i present all over the world. In fact,
they are said to be in sizeable amounts
(estimated at about $4 billlon) now in
Lindia, therely politing vo the preference
af eeonomie units for crypros in addition
1o other ansers as a store of value,

As I8 known, the curvent Budget has
provided for erypro tax, It ks therefore
Important to communieate clearly the
position of the government on cryptos,
Assumibng thar crypros would be
recognised, the REL would need to work
out, In cloge collaboration with other
regularors in India as well as the fiscal
authorities and other countries where
erypuos are not hanned, a regulatory

the new lsswes or primary markers by
the two parties oF by only one of the
parthes prefereing 1w acquire a secondary
market assex from the nl)h-r.;arr‘c,
without involving cash transfers but
with a transfer of 10U or some such
paper that would be valid for sertlement
atafuture date that would go beyond the
current persod? Will this in sny way
constrain monetary policy
effectiveness? What If assets (cryptos,
stablecodns or some such kind) are
teaded freely I the assets markets? Do
these challenges not impact the
effectiveness of monetary policy, with
the chanees of generating possible
financial seress!

Eeonamic analysts may also need to
revisit data on savings of households and
corporates as financial markets grow,
.lnulnwu financial engineering tools
emerge, Suchan action would help
estimate the correct investment rate
that plays as critieal a role as
productiviey in growth estimations,

mework for trading i, fnancial
assets with or without actendant cash
movement.

What if ransactions are conducted in

The mritar b former Esecutae Drector, RBLand
currentlyan ndependen: analyst. Threugh The Bilicn
Press

MPC should opt for a pause in upcoming policy

This will preserve flexibility amid evolving growth risks. Also, clear forward guidance vital for markets in prevailing uncertainty

—
nans Bhardws)

sthe Monetary Policy Commitiee
A (MPC) gears up for [ts October

policy review, the macro
backdrop presents a delicate balancing
act. While domestie inflation shows
significant signs of moderation, the
rowth autleok remalns clouded by
antenalfying global headwinds — from
wightening US taskifs on goods to
emerging risks n the services sector
risking the fragile export momentum.
The recent GST rate cut (Tollowing the
ncome tax cuts in the beginning of the
vear) has come at a strategically
opportune tme, offering a timely
cushion against the adverse spillovers
from tightening US trade policies,

The annualised GST impact on GDEP
could be to the tune of (60,7 per cent,
However, the tariff led uncertalnty could
shave off growth by (L6-1 per cent. The
Bmpact could be even higher if the
apillover continues in the services sector
o, Overall, following the unusually
high ]Ql-’Yzﬂ GDP of 78 per cent (and

d 7 per cent+ reading In
ZtJl"!l).l"J, the 2HFY 26 GDP growth
could slow down vowards 6,5 per centas
the tailwinds and headwinds plavout.
While the FY 26 reading overall could
appear rebust around 7 per cent given
e benign deflator, there’s o need 1o

focus on the nominal GDP growth which
has been sliding significantly and
appears to be reflective mare closely of
the on-ground realicy,

While the FY26 real GDP growth may
appear robust ataround 7 per cent,
lnrgely due toabenign deflator, the
persistent slide in nominal GDP growth
{FY 26 likely around @ per cent)) along
with muted corporate ;nlngogmla
of abowt 7 per cent in IHFY 28 offersa
maowe grounded reflection of underlying
weakness i the economic momentum,

INFLATION OUTLOOK
Oy the Inflatkon front, while ervaric
heavy rains do pose upside price risk to
wrlsm.lblulwms. the tailwinds from
GET curs (75- 100 bps downaide likely
depending on the extend of
pass-through) and buffers from low
vru.dvollmbcw |1m\'ldwnmlnr[ not just
for FY 26 bur also most of FY.2
t.'lwnthvlwulgh growth- Im!atlm

DURABLE LIQUIDITY. Could go down

increasingly overshadowed by concerns
of additional government supply,
Mareover, the G-sec market is
experlencing spillover pressures from
elevated State Development Loan (SDL)
Issuances, particularly at longer tenors,
Collectively, these factors are limixing
the intended benefits of monetary
ensing,

l:m‘n(h.u ﬁunl In}Pur.ulw: are

Besides the rate cuts, while the
liguidicy conditions remaln conducive,
the exrernal shock from US tariffs
intreduces asymmetsic risks,
partbeularly for MSMES in export-heavy
sectard, The tightaess in Ilqurdlry. ven
temporarily, could amplify stress if
lobal demand remaing subdued or if

SMEs face delayed payments and
Inventory plle-ups,

LIQUIDITY DRAIN
The durable liquidicy could drain down
towards €15 rillion by the end of FY 26
from current levels of around 25 wrillion,
The impactof CREcut s only partially
likely tooffset the leakage from seasonal
up-tick in curvency In cireulation and
maturity of around $25 billion of REI's
forward book in ZHEY 26, The RELwill
need o be agile with proactive
intervention to avert any credit squeeae.
Crverall, while there remains room for
an additional 25-50 bps rate cut given

dynamics, whilet s to |
adequate scope for further monetary
easing in due course, Itis important
highlight that the adverse sentiment in
the bond market |s emerglng as a
significant hindrance weffective
monerary transmission.

Amid escalating risks of fiscal slippage
due to subsdued tax busyancy — further
exacerbated by recent income and GET
rave cuts — the bond marker outlook is

pthe
mnm tary policy, providing clear and
credible forward guidance on the scope

for further monetary easing would be
maore effective in calming market nerves
than an immediate rate cur — which may
sienply signal the end of the easing cycle.
Sustaining market expectations of

| pate cuts could prove more
L‘-nm al for Investor sentiment than
the rate action itself,

the seill-elevated real vates, the MPC
should opt for a pause In the upcoming
pelicy w preserve lexibilicy amid
evolving growth risks,

Adovish forward guidance, instead.
could offer markets the necessary
reassurance to navigate the prevalling
uncertalney.
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US shutdown worries

Republicans- Democrats face off over Budget

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

hie gleeves are rolled upas
I sl s Republicans wnd

Democrats face of Pwith a
potential government shutdown
onOctober | unless the two sides
can come toan II“I\'I““\'I“ anan
Interim package. The Republican
wontrolled Houwse of
Representatives passed a stop gap
mieasure that Senate Democrats
ol il herve o eruck with,

After cancelling a mecting with
Democratic leadership, President
Donald Tramp has apparently
agreed o meet the top four
Temders of Congress on Monday
thatwould include Democritlc
Mimority leaders of the Houwse and
Senute, Hokeem ) h‘l]nvmnd
Chuck Schumer respectively.
are resolute inour deter mination
o avold a government shutdown
and address the Republican
haealtheare crisls, Thme is running
out”, the two sald ina joint
statement,

I an e ffort to pat pressan: on
Democrats, the Tramp
administration has supposedly
insued instructions to lay off
thiusunds of fediral warkers
across agencles. The fear is that in
Tine with the ongoing cuts in
federal bureaucracies in the st
elght months, the White House
would use the pretest of s
shutdown to permanently remove
a hage chunk from the payroll.

.N)BL(W'I‘I!RIM'I‘
For instance, the Environmental
Protection Ageney (EPA) that has
come under specil sttention of
the Tramp dispensation is
reportedly und HELIEE L0
further trim its headeount, A full
or parthal shutdown will see
hundreds of thousands of federal
worrloers forced to stay home or
wor kg without pary, at least
temiporurly, w:llulluu lom of
operations not decme
essentlal, A prolonged shutdown
will impact markets aswell ag
slow down growth,

What mikes this time different
i that Democruts in thie House
and Senate do not seem w be too
worrled of the blame being pinned
o e, I fiict the base was so
riled in March that the leadership
meckly caved in. Many called for
the present set to move aside or be
replaced by those to challenge the
Republicans and the White
Hause, And the call for a more
effective strategy came not just
firomm thie left-of-centre but alsa
from Progressves and
Independents,

These fuctors seem vo have
made a difference in the tone and
tenorof senior Democrats this

thehindubu

time around. 1f the Republican
leadbership has brushed aside
dermands of Democtats on
healtheare as “complevely
unhinged und unreasonable und
hmier dhot
What's ‘unserious’
lgnaoring tha 93 per cent npl'kuicn
health insurance coming to
Amerieans on November 17,

Linacevptable tothe
Republicans are not only demands
voextend subsidbes imiting the
coat of health nsuranoe under the
Affordable Care Act that are st to
cexpive but alsoa rollback of
Medicald Cuts in the One Big
Besutiful Bill Act and restoring
funding to public media.

Monvembser 2028 may seem far
dowm the line; but Republicans
and Democrats are looking at the
mld-terms in November X028
with adegroe of ansbetyand
apprehension. The Grand Old
Party ls particularly conscious af
e fact that it bost 40 seags in the
House of Representatives in 2018
diirbig the first Tramp sting at the
White Howse, This thme around
even as the politieal base of
Trump bs seen as strong within the
Make America Great Again
(MAGA), there lsapparentlya
digree of concern on the general
direction af foreign policy by way
of turiffa and sanetions, besides
the Epstein files,

‘The Demacrats are not exa
Flding high In eplnion polls witha
popular perception of a drift in the

arty in the aftermath of the
Movembaer 2024 debacle, But
victaries in the ections
Inthe stages 1 lowa,
Peinsylvania, Flodda and Arlzona
hawe lifted the mood, especially in
g wins in districes Tr
won strongly in 2024, And this is
not o forget the excitenant over
Eh April Wisconsin Supreme
Court election win that saw the
aetive ivelvement of Elon Musk.
Wharther all these make a
difference in 2026 remaing 1o be
H,

Tha writer b asanbor foumabist mho has reparted

from WashnghanDC on Nerth Ammancaand UN

1essline.
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Indiain the
wake of Trump

aggression

CF CHAMDRASHIERHAR, JAYAT GHOSH

allowing a series of
aggressive economic actions
by the Trump
adminlstration, uncertainty
hangs heavy over Indla's
wxternal sector. The sctions started with
the imposition of an unexpectedly high
rechprocal tarlff of 25 per cent on
merchandise imports from India,
watensibly almed at corvecting the
Indo-LIS bilateral eurrent account
deficit, This was soon followed by a
furthir 25 per cent punitive tasif
because of India's continued
engagement intrade involving cheap
Russian odl after the outbneak of the
Ukrabne war. That surprised an Indian

think - bl -5

US dominance
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government which had d that ic
would be favoured with sanctions of
walvers by a friendly US stave,

Both these actions were sccompanied
by comimodity-s pecilic duties on ltems
suchas aluminium products, furniture
and branded pharmacewticals that may
affect Indian firms, And finally, the US
annownced that the fees for H-18vis
petitions, would be ralsed from
S2000-S000 to § 100,000, making It
extremely expensive vo hive forelgn
professionals. lndia would be
significantly affected by this, since
professionals from India acoounted for
A muieh as 71 per cent of such visas
Insued in financial year 2024

The significance of these actions for
India's balanee of payments viries, and
thelr effects would be transmitted
through very different channels, The 50
per cent tarl T would have an overall
adverse effect on India’s merchandise
wxports tothe US, with the impact being
particularly damaging for sectors such as
textiles, gems and jewellery, lectronies,
and pharmaceuticals.

EXPORT PATTERN

In financial year 2024-25, of India's
merchandlse good exports of 887 billlon,
alectronic goods accounted for 17.6 per
cont invalue followed by 1 1LE per cent in
the case of pharmaceutical products and

115 per cent fi i jewelle
Output amli'mpf

et b thise
sectors are bound to be affected.

Thetre are two issues here, The first is
the importance of overall merchand se
exports relative to India's GO, which
stood at around 11 per cent in 2024-25,
and of merchandlse exports to the US, in
particular, to GDP which was alow 2.2
percent, Based on this significance of
merchandlse tiade with the US relative
10 GOP, it could be angued that the
impact on India growth s likely to be
mindmal, That, however, s the direct
affeet. There could be an indirect effect
that operates through the balance of
payments. That effect can be significant,
sinee merchandise exports tothe US
accounted for between 17 and 20 per
wentof India's toral merchandise
wxports (Chart 1), And merchandise
axports secounted for between 80 and
a5 percent of India's imports, This
implies that a likely sharp fall in India’s
wxports tothe US canwiden the trade
deficit,

That in itself may not have
matter for mich conce
were two other import
forelgn exchange inflows on the current

| s i
India tops

15

acoount of India's balance of payments.
CIne was exports ¢ ecom,
Computer and Information Services™,
which largely consisted of exports of
software and IT-enaliled services
(hereafter IT services). Gross export
revienues from *I'T services’ rose from 12
per cent of the value of merchandise
Imports in 2023 w0 39 per cent in 2025

‘hart 2.

More impartanthy, inflows on account
af thee exposts of 1T services’ helped
cover between 94 and 114 per cent of the
merchandise trade deficit between
FY2023 and FY2025, That bs, these
Inflows were important from the point
af view of covering the merchandise
vracle deficit and can be a source of
restllence If the merchandise trade
defici widens,

WORKER REMITTANC
The other similar, source of strength was
the inflows on account of worker

remitances (with outflows under this
head belng minimal), These inflows
amounted to between 15and 18 per cent

Software exports to US
and worker remittances
from the US, the two
major factors that helped
India’s balance of
payments, are under
threat from the Trump

Feemittances Inflows by country: World Bank (5 br)

of the value of merchandise imports and
23-28 per eent of the value of the trade
deficit (Chart 3). India ‘s exper
verma of the volume of fows over time
las Indeed been unique, a8 World Bank
dara suggest (Chart 4), This too was an
Impaortant source of resilience, that help
finance trade deficits with lle
difficulty.

Beetwien them inflows muxmul:lul
gross revenues from ' res” and
workens' remittanc .|.d.dn| upto
Between 47 wnd 57 per cent of
merchandise imports. Soeven |f
merchandise exports took a hit from
Trump aggression, the overall adverse
Impact on the balance of pavinents
would have been mitigated by inflows
through these two channels.

That room for manoeuvre that these
twosources of inflows provided India s
also now under thivat. The Trump
adminkstration’s decision to charge a
masgively hiked fee of $100,000 for
[ssuing H-1B visas has been justified on
the grounds that these visas were being
misused tohire cheap forelgn
substitures for qualified Ameriean
workers, depriving Americans much
meeded jolse, Whether co UK OF 1Ot
this decislon targets India, since Indian
wiorkers account for an overwhelming
shiare af thise viess that are limited in
numeer,

This too-can have two consequences.
First, the current cahort of w
H- 1B visas providing on-site serviees
will have tobe replaced with more

‘Workers' rernittances relativ b kmperts
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India's I'T services export streategy. The
substituthon is lkely vo affect the
competitiveness of Indian 1T service
providers, and imports earnings from
exports of software and IT-enabled
wervices,

HOFTWARE EXPORTS
Of the software and IT-enabled serv
exports, software services and business
FHW\‘IHIHI!\NII cing services account
oF a8 much as 92 ent. Omesite
HUppOTt services are part of the chain
used vo deliver such services, so even
though on-gite service nanmul:lunlv for
10 per of the value of exports, disruption
In the provision of such servio
potentially affect overall exports,

Moreovier, the H-18 declsion m.w Just
bee a first intervention in the ar
petting L clllv.m-murl'nlllenwI|:
softwire services s the intention, the
next step in the never-ending
protectionist push on the part of the
Tramp adminastration s lkely to be
restrictions on imports of effshored
softwire and [T-enabled services to the
U8, The Unbted States accounted for 54
pereent of software and IT-enabled
vicws exports from India in 2023-24,
hat long-term bonanza could well be
under threar,

Asecond impact of the H-18 decision
s likely £o be on remittances, For quite
ot now, the source reglons for
remittance inflows has been shifting
away from the Gulf Cooperation
Council countries to Noith America,

ovier the short period between 200617
ind 2023-24 the share of remittance

Inflows from the US rose from 23 per
cent to 26 per cent, whereas that from
tha LIAE and Savidi Arabia together fell
from 39 per cent to 26 per oo
Remitzances tend 1o be predominantly
from shorter-term H-18visa hol ders
whio have families and non-resident
aceountsin India. The coming scqueese
In H-1Bvisa use can, therefore
adversely affect remittance fows as well,
Thiie lesss of foreign exchange earnings
from these sources can therelore impact
India's hitherto comfortable current
aceount balance on the external
aceount, That could also increase
uncertainty Iur!wrlgn partfolio
Investors who have favoured [ndia
dispropertionately in thelr chokee of
Investment locations. And together that
conild spell balance of payrments
difficultics, currency instabilivy and lead
ik el ower growth,

EASY

ACROSS

01, Land tremoes (113

08, Called narme in

haiel (5)

09 Ha Wiard inult

11, Cavaliry weaf

12. Prower Adhesive (5)
14, Greatly loves (6) 13, Feeling edgy {
18, Put back for a time (5) 15, Stubfe

19 Get bietter from

e
21, Tws
25 Mot

A restral

af shiapi (7)

device (&)

Wb

Row af bourder

Started blaze go

e vhually sware

an (7) 1%

17 Kitehen shredding

. [T T . Ty expengive substitutes, Most Indlan H-1B
.IL|I1I'III1I\|I.IIIILII]:H recent vitulsckders urn less than 100,000 1m0
&l J]It'l\' actions year, but are crucial components of
NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN
01, Heast-breaking, shivers that are reconded on

fichter scale (1
0. Cabed for one

05, Ater fifty, res)

T W

2

10, Flughes the revalut

11, Cuik it a

12 Spenking

n 14, Loves a bit of |

stadish (73 18 Put i aff far a while and bew o higher suthor

Get over it being

akiapss (7)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2792

ACROSS |
DOWN |

Duseks 4, Bravads 8. Sl

Diinber i

hilgent 10 Lawer 11§
ol 3. Skilly 4. Bedews 5 Alure 6 A

% 12 K 16 Ceene 17, Inco

pert

roverh (6)

21, Trae its form in a way o

02, Fit o with salls nen

w quietly got alder {5)
it N = b

el make clean break (5)

sl ncanclusive repa

cerned with book-jacket

ic 20. Degir

01, They are sertt

03, Layoll bets with pr
04, If e, the French sun's ¢
05 Sert to have gene ahead and get the hire el

ae will under

18, Get out of the w

200 Aboat 8 cubes ol

22 Schoalmaster in Wikle's It

sad ard left inchange of sex (7)
Wy (7]

Tty but unben

et (5)
oked (6

e authority ef o bishop (3)

1 atckeup b (5)

age ane to be as
ant but will reduce it 1o

whones (7)

yof nwrinkle that's usef

wtre of ofl meaed for the

HOKOE

+



S

8 FINANCIAL EXPRESS
\Qs

SR SR S

WWW,
® COASTAL SAFEGUARDS

Union defence minister Rajnath Singh

INANCIALEXPRESS.COM

Traditional methods are no longer sufficient, we must be
ahead of criminals and adv ies by ir ing artificial
intelligence, machine learning-based surveillance, drones,
cyber defi y . and | response
mechanisms into our maritime security framework
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Sanctioning Chabahar

Setback for India's access to
Afghanistan and Central Asia

TATIME when a trade deal between Indiaand the US is being

negotiated, the Trump administration has dealt a fresh blow

to India’s strategic ambitions by withdrawing its sanctions

waiver for the Chabahar port in Iran. This all-weather, deep
draft port that sits at the mouth of the Gulf of Oman s India’s gateway to
Afghanistan that bypasses Pakistan. Chabahar is also part of the Interna-
tional North South Transport Corridor (INSTC) that enables greater access
to Central Asia. India’s involvement through operating Chabahar's Shahid
Beheshti terminal since 2017-18 s integral to its larger drive to open up
fresh trade routes as it makes for compelling geoeconomics, This §s also
evident in its involvement in the India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor. India's ambitions have suffered from the Trump administra-
tion's "maximum pressure” to isolate Iran through revoking the sanc-
thons exception that was provided by Trump 1.0 in 2018 under the Iran
Freedom and Counter-Proliferation Act for Afghanistan's reconstruction,

India’sinvolvement in Chabahar has unfortunately been bookended by
the US's sancti iver seven year: nd its revocation effective from
September 29. The ministry of external affairs has reacted to this US
move, stating that it was“examining its implications". The prospect is for
this facility to buur.m. aslrandml asset as persons operating the Chaba-
har port and lated activities will now face sanctions,
It December 2018, lndia Ports Global Limited (IPGL) took over the oper-
ations of the Shahid Beheshti terminal. In May 2024, 1PGL inked a 10-
year contract with Iran Ports and Maritime Organisation for equipping
and operating this terminal. India's grant assistance was enhanced to
§120million and there was alsoacommitment of aline of credit of $250
million in rupee equivalent. Since 2018, the port has handled over 450
vessels, 134,082 20-foot equivalents of containerised catgo and 8.7 mil-
lion tons of bulk and general cargo, according to a reply in Parliament by
the | affairs mini Indications are thatwork has underway
to furtherexpand the port's capacity aswell as connect it to the Iranian rail
network as part of the INSTC to access markets in Central Asia.

The US move is a sethack for India as Chabahar also functioned as a
strategic counter to the China-supported Gwadar port in Pakistan thatis
only 170 km away. Although India is the dominant power in the Indian
Ocean—from Aden to the Straits of Malacca—these waters are alsowhere
its rivalry with China is the most intense.“At two ends of this ocean, the
churn Is at its sharpest today,” argued India's external affairs minister, §
Jaishankar. ln West Asia, forinstance, geopolitical tensions are escalating
which seriously impact global shipping through various chokepoints like
the Suez Canal and the Strait of Hormuz.

With around 95% of its trade and 80% of its oil imports flowing
through the Indian Ocean, India secks unfettered and safe access through
these watersas an overriding priority. 5o, too,does China that has invested
billions of dollars in 46 commercial ports across the region, 36 of which
arecapable of hosting naval assets, according to data from the Council of
Foreign Relations, Of course, India cannot match the dragon in cheque-
book diplomacy but it must build more ports in the countries that dm
the Indian Ocean while seeking alternatives to Chabahar to access
Afghanistan and Central Asia,

Musk & Gates were wrong
on the future of trucks

TO HEAR BILL Gates tell it, the electric drivetrains that have transformed the pas-
sengervehicleindustry over the past decade have no chance of repeating the trick in
heavy trucks. According to Elon Musk, such a transition is inevitable—and Tesla will
beleadingit. Both of them are wrong,

EV trucks really are on the brink of taking over—but Tesla is barely in the game.
Omly around 50,000 units of i ibist pickup, the Cybertruck, have been
sl so far. The Semi tractor trailer is still essentially a demonstration model, eight
years after itwas firstannounced. Instead, it's Chinawhich is againat the cutting edge,
with Europe's Volvo, Daimler Truck Holding, and Iw.-cu L.mup running quite a way
behind. America's hopes of playing a are

The magnitude of the sales boom in China over the past 12 months has been
breathtaking. In September 2020, when Musk was beefing with Gates on Twitter
about his truck-scepticism, just a few dozen battery-powened semi-trailers had ever
been sold there. In 2024, 79,142 medium and heavy trucks were sold, according to
BlosmbergNEF Afurther 81,508 changed hands in the first half of this year alone.

Sabes of ebectric heavy trucks in August nearly tripbed from ayear earlier, accord-
ing to First Commercial Vehicle Network, a local freight information service, giv-
ing them a share of about 26% in their segment. Some 29% of medium-sized
trucks sold in China in August plug-in variants, the China A notive Tech-
nelegy and Research Center found, plus 22% of light ones. Contemporary
Amperex Technalogy, the biggest battery maker, reckons heavy trucks will be 500
electrified by 2028, while Sany Heavy Industry thinks the
figure could go as high as 800,

The implications of this go far beyond China’s own bor-
ders, Because of the long distances they drive and the vast
load s they carry, heavy trucks are disproportionately poliug-
ingL Ifof Chi uponly
15% of vehicles. About 3.6% of the world's oil is consumed
as diesel in China, Most goes into the same trucks that are
electrifying at dizzy ing speed. T.hat s going to rapidly start
puttingde d forcrude. Rhadium
Group, a :anuiltanql reckons electrified cars and trucks in
L".hl.na alone are going to be destm)'lng about 1.76 million

-
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Blaamiberg oL toabout one in
forty-five barrels of crude produced.

The supposed of electri gy I\ungm-' Mavy trucks have been
crucial tunx--. pinthe ahead,
avenas Ey ycars.A 2017 report by Agency on the
Futumn{[mmlltm]udedpll..n inbong:-| T its pric
sinceit hnology too i ible tobe This year"s

bl of thewater.

‘What's changed? Stricter fuel-econemy regulations which went inte effect in
China on July 1 are part of the 1. 50, too, is the that most
trucks are used inefficiently, allowing electrified variants to bite off large slices of
the market that aren’t carrying the very heaviest loads the longest distances. But
the biggest factor is simply economics.

Trucking is a low-margin industry where running costs are everything. If a
technodogy can save you a few yuan, you'll be unsentimental about adopting it.
That'swhy a brief boom in natural-gas powered trucks, which appeared tobe tak-
img over China's bogistics industry last year, is already fading. With battery prices
now falling as lowas $90 per kilowatt hour, according to BloombergNEF, the value
proposition of electric rigs is sim pl superior.

‘ossil fuel bulls can draw fanci Ful projections of a bright future, but in the
real warld crude demand is still struggling to hit the levels it reached in 2018,
One after another, the supposed bulwarks of future growth—emerging mar-
kets, energy-hungry grids, construction machinery,shipping, and now trucks—
are falling. Only jet fuel and petrochemicals are still holding up. For oil pro-
ducers, winter is coming.

DINION
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HE NEOLIBERAL ECON-

OMY has changed the nat-

ure of the State and market

drastically. In this era, both

need tobe closerto the pulb-
lic for their own good. The State needs to
engage with the public for delivering
developmentand acquiring legitimacy on
that yardstick, while the market e

B

ce.Pri ent
in 2014 made the Indian State more
I.mpmisjwandmbltluuin termsofdel-

® REAL POLITICS
ITS IMPORTANCE IS RISING FOR GOVERNANCE AND THE EVOLVING VIBRANT MARKET SPACE IN.A SOCIETY LIKE INDIA

BADRI NARAYAN

Wice chancellor, Tata institite of Sacial
Sciences, Mumbai

\

towards becoming a developed nation
(Viksit Bharat); and for that social and
development research becomaes a crucial

vering and di-
maocracy. It tried to reorient the State to
being relatively more sensitive towards
the peaple in this regard. With the transf-
ormation of the State and markets, the
rolbe of knowledge becomes crucial beca-
use bath need to research the people and
society to forge coherent linkages. In this
context, knowled ge becomes very impo-

r m-
ative actors. PM Modi has described the
importance of social research and resea-
rchers invarious deliberations in the past
decade. The New Education Policy, 20240,
alse accords conskderable importance to
teaching and researching social science in
its conceptualisation and execution,
However, within the western educa-
thon and research systems, social science
is being marginalised day by day. In the
past decades, one can easily ohserve the
decline of social science research in top
universities like Chicago and Harvard in
the US and Oxford and Cambridge in the
UK. The University of Chicago recently
announced §100 million budget cuts in
soclalsclence and humanity research and
education. The US Department of Defence
has alse discouraged its social science
research vertical in the recent past. It
shows a growing crisis within the educa-
thonal universe of thewestern world.
India’s case isdifferent. It is jouwrneying

for the nation and society.
India has an education minister with a
background in social sciences—Dhar-

mendra Pradhan studied anthropology
and maintains a close look on the social
processes and transformationof India.As
sclence dominates researchcircles, Indian
social science is in a privi-

linvest ¥235 crore to support social schence
research focussed onmarginal communi-
ties, women, and various development
linsues.Afewyears ago, the ministry of edu-
cation encouraged some central universi-
ties, Indian Institutes of Technology, and
Indian Institutes of Management toeval-
uate the I.mplumumallun of central Bov-
on authnnll.c data w]l h appeared in a
i lled Creating Intel-

leged position due to three

lectual Heritage published

forming social science

Social science research is not only
impaortant for the State and market but
also for the public, especially the younger
generation. [tis important to transform
the youths by making them realise their
innerforce and social strength. This could
help them in becoming both agents and

arts of uctive workforce in realis-
ng the Bharatvision. [t may alsobe
Inﬁtlummtal in aiding Indian youths to
become confident in their own capabili-
thes and social resources, in tumn trigger-
ing India’s reinvention in a new context.
Buddha advised exploration of oneself
and one's knowledge in order to serve as a
beacon for the self and forothers, This may
only be possible if we keep ourselves
engaged with deep exploration of social
knowledge. Finally, it caninfuse theGen 2
with positivity aswell.

It is interesting to observe that Prad-
han,while addressing the youths on vari.
ous occasions, has attempted to sensitise

s, specialithes,and

reasons. First is our develop- The Indian Cw"ﬂl by the Mational Book Trust.
ment requirements, dueto  of Social § Indian ¢ ates like
which the social sector and Research has Tatas, Birla, Adani, and

the markets appear to bea
key forquick mobilityof the
Indian econemy as well as
equal distribution of resou-
rees. Second, Modi and his

launched social

science research
schemes on issues
that are crucial for

Ambani amalwsuppwtlng

i in Indian socheties.

He is making attempts to evolve a social

social
research and market-dri-
venstudies in India,and the
Tata Trust has recently
established a skill univer-

politics is more centred on gover .

social aspects. Third, Prad- nfno., public sityinAhmedabad,

han, realising the need to policy, and Eartier, many soclal scl-
link education and social development entists, intellectuals, and

knowledge with develop-
ment, gives sufficient pref-
erence to social science research and
knowledge in educational policies, and
provides it with financial support. In the
past fewyears, the Indian Council of Social
Sclence Research ((CSSR) has received sig-

researches were projecting
themselves against the
State as well as the markets. A section of
them has realised that this newtransition
demands that social science researchers
and institutions work closely with the
state and market for the natlonsduwzlup

knowledge-based discourse among the
youth,which may resultin theirevolution
as anchors of Viksit Bharat, PM Modi has
also been working towards transforming
youths into pesitive changemakers
through various lectures on social values
and knowledge.

The importanceof social science is ris-
ing for governance and the evolving
vibrant market space in a society like
India. The State, market, and the public
need a strong, creative, imaginative, and
vibrant social science research sphere. For
that, social science research institutions
totheirrolesin

nificant funding for h ment.5 hat opment Scholars her

It has launched various social science ri orthe sakeof should und d that their role is

research schemes on issues that are cruc- Intaking India heightsof changlng[mmlmlngmunec to posi
i thel e may in providers forthe

al for governance, public palicy,and dev-
elopment.In 2024, the ICS5Rhad plans to

fact be crucial for

ing s

State, markets, and citizenry.

Veiled underemployment

SAUMITRA BHADURI
SHUBHAM ANAND

Respectively professor and PhD schalar,
Madras Schaal of Economecs, Chennas

To be workforce-ready by 2047, India needs a coordinated
policy approach that tackles skill mismatch and persistent
issues with female labour force participation rates

INDIA'S LABOUR MARKET is a parado.
While India recorded GDP growthof 7.8%
in the first quarter of FY 26, a choser look
reveals that two fundamental challenges
persist: a pervasive skills mismatch,and a
troublingdisconnect between hand
job creation. This narrative is bess about a
quiet revolution and more about the risk
of an unfulfilled demographic dividend,
demanding attention,

Perhaps the most debated aspect of
India's labour market is the trajectory of
women's participation. India's female
labour force participation rate (FLEPR) has
shown a classic "U-shaped " curve, falling
from 34.1% in 1999-2000 to a low of
23.3% in FY18.While a recent rebound
has brought the figure up, the FLFPR in
July stood at 36,904 for persons aged 15
years and above, significantly below the
G20 aw:ragu of around 500,

women's economic mobility but also
keeps many from the formal workforoe,
An International Labour Organization
survey found one-third of women who
reported their occupation as "domestic
duties"were willing to worlk if jobs were
available at their premises.

India’s low unemployment rate of
5.2% might appear prommng IJut it of-

improvement. This suggests that despitea
booming number of graduates, a large
portionof the talent pool lacks the practi-
cal and technical skills that industries re-
guire; leading to a vicious cycle of acade-

I d0-15, turni
dendintoaburden. Tobewaorkforce-ready
by 2047, India needsa coordinated policy
approach that tackles both the skill mis-
matchand persistent issues with FLFE.

This leads to the most |pressing ques-
tion: what about the government's flag-
l1I1l})']‘~ia.luan'|]mila nitiative?While it has

in FLFP,a fundamental policy imperative
is continued investment in soclal infra-
structure. Pn:l\ﬂd]ng affordable childcare

ten masksa
ployment. Dat icantdiscon-

goutput andattra-

ted farel Ir impact on job

e heski ir

institutions and those required, leaving a

large portion of educated youth in roles

that don't utilise their qualifications.
2500 I

c are
man)'.i\clodurnmnulal:tunng|5In|:man

ingly capital-intensive and automated,
requiring fewer people to produce more
goods. 5o even a manufac-

are employed in roles that
align with their qualifica-
tions, a study by the Insti-

To address
deep-s

turing boom might not gen-
erate the millions of jobs a
labour-surplus  economy

ted

significant portion of

are fac toalle-
viate the care burden on wormen, freeing
them to pursue formal employment.
Along with these social reforms, edu-
cation and training systems must beover-
hauled tobeidge the skill gaps. The educat-
ion system needs tobe recalibrated forthe
demands of the job ma:hut while techni-
al alnlnu

st be reformed

dllwm yan increase in
own-accountand unpaid work inagricul-

women workers in regular salaried jobs,

tor,

wices has falben over the last fewyears. Cver
half of the regular salaried women work-
ersin 2023 didn't have written job contr-
actsorsocial security benefits said astudy
i July by Shamim Araand Puneet Kumar
Shrivastavin Ecomonic & Political Weelkiy

0% of India's youth—remain trapped in
low-productivity agriculture and public
employment schemes. The reliance on
migrant remittances is a direct consequ-

The Inter yFundesti-

mates bringing more 1intothe for-

enceof this dispari primary
i e for uulllunsof[anulms

mal economy could add up to 2% points
to India’s annual GDP growth. A signifi-
cant barrier that has persisted for years is
the disproportionate burden of unpaid
care work, which women in India shoul-
der90.5% of, compared to the G20 aver-
age of about 70.8%. This not only limits

This skill gap has a direct impact on
employment outcomes. A Mercer-Mettl
survey noted that only 41.6% of Indian

new jobs but also the formalisation of
existing ones and re-registrations of for-
mar members. The majority of new sub-
scribers in June were aged 18-25; a big
portion of the total net addition was in

tute for Competitiveness :h.lhng. in FLFP like India needs. ification. Policies must a]sobel.allnmd to
found. The problem is com- is a fur The Emp Provid- address regional imbalances. Empower-
egional " ent Fund O i i i
v disparity. ithstong ~ Policy imperative o)) data for june showeda  nomy to develop focalised skill develop-
industrial and services is continuved net addition of 21.89 lakh ment programmes can help address
bases, suchas Gujarat, Tamil - jrvestment in social members,an all-time high. disparities and create a more equitable
Nadhu, anil Karnataka, con- ! Thisisoften cited asasignof dlntll.butlonnﬂubnpporlumtlm
tinue to outperform in job infrastructure robust formal enip Drata-driven’
creation, In contrast, Bihar, growth. Bulthlidatamusl cessary. Forinstance, the intelligent use of
and Uttar Pradesh —home to i ion. Itincludes notjust gender-disaggregated data can helpfine-

tune policies toidentify and address spe-
ciffic, localised constraints that hold back
women from theworlforce, such assafety
issues or lack of access to transportation.
Sl.mllarly granularskill data collectionand

“expert services" a suppli-
ers”, indicating a rise in contract-based
wark ratherthan permanent, secure jobs.
Inedia is at a critical juncture, facing a

hic deadline that demands

2024, Thisislargely attllbutnd toalackof
non-technical skills, even as

action, With ayouth bulge of 850 million

ity in technical roles has shown a slight

THE EDITOR

Rethinking fertilisers

Apropos of “Reducing risk far Viksit
Bharat" (FE, September 29), many
states recently witnessed shortages
ofurea and DAP. Delayed import and
distribution thereafter impacted
seeding and planting, and many
farmers planted without fertilising.
India depends heavily on imparted
raw materials for manufacturing urea.
As observed, India needs to focus

Regd. No: OL-21048,/05-05, RN No, 26750,/ 75, Famaesh Chander

aggressively onimporting the
required inputs such as phosphates
fram countries like Morccco and build
wp stocks. More awareness also needs
to be created amaong farmers on the
nead for using crganc manure, and
its scope and usage need to be
widened. Serious steps need to be
taken towards reducing the quantum
of fertiliser subsidy as it takes away a
major chunk of the budgeted figure.
~—RV Baskaran, Pune

under 25, this opp won't last for-
e

torskill
Councils and State Skill Missions are
essential for more respansive policies.
While this unified strategy is the clear
tl.on will ultlmalely determine if India’s

demographic 0 af

ever. By 2046, ) w

Welcome revision

Apropos of "Couse correction on
IBC* [FE, September 29], the apex
court's revision of its iquidation
werdict for Bhushan Power & Steel
(BPSL), taken over by I5W Steel's
resolution under the Insalvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016, is most
welcome. It approved the #19,700-
crore resolution, ensured the survival
of BPSL, and protected the interests of

phoratale of lost opp ity

25,000 employees. The long-drawn
resclution by JSW, implemented four
years ago with the approval of a major
chunk of creditors, was hindered by
the earfier verdict for liguidation due
to lapses. The new verdict boosts
investor confidence in India‘s
insobvency framework and ensures
stability for the company.

~MR Magarajan, Sivakasi
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SCIENCE

Scientists turn to the moon to
catch spacetime’s faintest music

To detect gravitational waves, a detector must be isolated from all vibrations that could obscure the elusivie signals, Even the worlds frontline
observatories can thus only spot gravitational waves from 7 billion lightvears away. This may change ifa dectector is placed on the moon

h Chandra

he Greek philosopher
Pythagoras explained the
umniverse using the ‘Music of the
Spheres', orbs on which

objects moved in consonance

cel
with mathematical harmonies to create a

cosmic symphony of sorn

Towday, astronomers are treated to this
ethereal ‘music’ every time they
eavesdrop on the univers
telescopes to unravel its
bass hum they hear
electromagnetic signatures of the maost
eolossal objects in the universe — neutron

(rapidly rotating neutron
eams of electromagnetic radiation from
r magmnetic poles
Perhaps the mos

1sed lsy the .lhru|1l mowement of
massive object 1lysmic events
like merging bl s r L'nillrllm,
neutron

speed of light and their low rumble A artist’s image of LILA-Horizen on the moon, LILAWANDERBILT L

can be picked up by gravitational wave
v, and the KAGRA in Japan - can only
ationl romm flare-ups

detectors, which measure how the waves

treteh and comprn wetime between

the objects they encounter, within 7 billion light rs from the earth. ional wave detectors.” he wrote in
This may be shout to change as There is o knowen technology thar o an email.

Warping of spacetime cosmaologists look forward to opening a access deciherts gr ol waves These include the Japanese

Curiously, gravitations waves i e only new window on the gravitational sky, on fromm the carth or in deep spac cepl -hertz Interferometer

i, Bengalury, said. “Besides LILA,
e many proposals for decihertz

1nwwriul u::] TEE on the moon. Re chers from the | - . R domal wave Observatory
i Are Vanderbilt Lunar Labs in the US plan to for bullding a detector on the moon (DECIGO), the ULS,-led TianGo space
s weak that they are only .lhlr 1o alter install & gravitational-wave detector, KARANJANT detector initiative and the Lunar

the distance between the earth and the called the Laser Interferometer Lur DIEECTOR OF THE WANTEREILT LUNAR LARS Gravitational-wave Antenmna (LGWA

menen by Jess than the diameter of an Antenna (LILAY, on the |lII'IJT surface. INFTIATIVE

atom! And the farther these J ILA w:ll Edge of time and space

the weaker the twa black holes sweeps through the [, Parameswaran said Indian scientists
time they reach the sarth they are almost 5 by, the moon, and even the sun,” Dr. are working on a different de
impossible o me The moon's permanently shadowed The effect an the orbits of detector concept of their own.

Astromomers build spec
led interferomes

| instruments il 11,:'.15;-; urlm id;v'l] t'nmlitinn-: (] 5 50 tiny that for practical I © u1 Gravits I.l)lLI|\l e
record roud map to

Cravity is simic scientifically interesting is that the moon il an adva ational-wave

5 us hear the notes that we can resonate with some of these incoming

ot hear from any other place in this waves, which op 1 new window for shtra. When compl
stem,” Karan Jani lJm or of the the g i e spectmm.” in 2030, it will join the global LIGOD
ive .md a network and will give a big boost to
gravitationalwave astronomy in the
have a major | country,

“There is no known tec]
can access decihertz grav

c
o detect grav
Interferometer

y (LIGO) in the US, for
instance, has two Leshaped detectors, one | sol

nd © mnpmpr pnguwunn;,. and
atiom of science and
“hnology at Vanderbilt University,

these arms, it is reflec
any delay in the reflec

by mirrors;
on indicates

hnodogy that
wal waves

ational waves within the 100

the light is being influenced by The seismic noise (on the moom) gravi from the earth or in deep space, except
gravitationl waves lower llun on earth, and a natural 1,000 hertz bamd, which leaves the building a detector on the moon,” Dr, Jani
In 1916, Albert E . i righ surface, broader gravitational speetrum said, witaticnal waves come to

of relativity maade twio pl!'duumn one ans far less infrastructure is unexplored. Other space-based the notes fror i

bm.auwni required to build the detector on the interferometers such as the Laser at a different pitch. &
their moon than at earth-based observiatories.” Interferometer Space Antenna (LISA), deepest bass notes: the slow motions of
s scheduled for launch in the 20008, may massive black holes, LIGO in India and
gravitational lensing, Thi Recruiting the moon rectify this to an extent as they can be around the waorld listens o the high

experimentally proved in 1919, The Dir. Jani, who leads the international llLILil‘ Large enough o be sengitive o thie sharp bursts from colliding
second prediction was the existencoe of consortium that is building LILA, it very low frequencies, 5 . And lli'(lhf L aticnal wave
gravitational waves, which was debated at explained the project via email. LISA consists of three satellites in a 7 such as LILA will bring the

length in the decades that followed as “The first phase, LILA Pioneer, can be trinngular for jon that will trail the issing nodes in between, so that for the
cientists wondered if these were merely built within this decade with the current [ the planet orhits the sun. The first time humankind can hear the full
tical constructs devoid of lunar landers from American companies satellites will monitor their relative i .
| reality. i such as Blue Origin and [ntitive i % and sense the [H v astronomy is stll in

tioned their existence in 1937, Machines, and from India

br w‘dl}' o

1 ing gravitational its infancy, but it is growing fse and

suggesting that they might be theoretical Chandrayaan program., The next pll 158, y promises unprecedented insights into the
and mot cuite what he thought LILA Horizon, will require as lower frequencies, With an arm length mysteries of the cosmos. By tapping the
the lunar surface for deployment, nearly Il times more than LIGO', entire spectrum of gravitational waves,
Anyhow, astronomers had to wait until Sil have toyed with the idea of a LISA will be able to record signals in the astronomers can peer back to the very
2015 before gravitatbonal waves were moon-based gravitational wave detector 0.0 millihertz to 0.1 herez range, edge of time and space. The decihe

Thie search for gravitational waves on range, for ins
other frequencies includes the world intermedi
largest radio telescope arrays, the ‘u[u.lw believed ©

ance, can help in studying
-mass black holes which are
b the building blocks of

picked up for the first time, when since the 19605, when the Apolio
the LIGO detectors in the US recorded and two robaotic § C
signals emamnating from two colliding

black holes 1.3 billion light years away. o reflect light bacl . By Kilometre Array (SKA) located in Austr supermassive black holes found at the
Suddenly, cosmologists, who could until measuring the time light takes to travel and South Africa that scans the nanohertz | centres of galaxies,
then omly study the univers Ihlnugh between the moon and the earth, and frequency range, and the LIGO detectt It is even possible for scientists o use

electromagnetic waves or | had a knowing the speed of light

entists have | inthe centihertz frequen nge. But the | the entire Milky Way i an

ool with which to oehserve the warping of bieen abile to caleulste the sarth-moon redl challenge for s o explore immense gravitational wave detector by
spacetime that Einstein had predicted a distance with gre 0 thie uncharved decibert:z itori i
CENUrY ago. Such precise data has wumph\i SOME gravitational-wave frequency range, waves sweep through the galaxy, they

astronomers to believe that the which lies between the higher alter the earth-pulsar dis » and, along
‘A cosmic T itself could be a (01,000 Had band of ground-based with it, the pulsar frequencies. 1f

nd the lower 0.1 mHz-1 Hz ASLTOROMEers can tune into these minute
frequency changes, they will be able o
wyitational wave ‘listen' wo gravitational waves from the
new frontier which will early universe telling the story of its birth
puwnll lly open up in the next twio and evolution.

decades,” Ajith Parameswaran of the {Prakash Chandra is a seience write

To detect gravitational waves, a detector potential nat lllalh i mnal wave ohserva
muust be isodated from all vibrations that dplm ol
could potentially obsoure the elusive

signals, S0 even the best fromtline

maoon's orbit, which can be tracked.
world — the two L - i “About every 15 minutes,
US, the GEOG e irgo i avitational wave from the collision of

The propesed phases of the LILA mission, A s0811631

tan, U5, LiGo Laso
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REUTERS

Logs tagged for export lined up on the shode af
the Suriname River near Asidan hopo.

Suriname
pledges to
protect 90%
of forests

Assoclated Press
uriname's government has pledged
[V |1t'rm.|::r.'|11l\' protect 90% of its
@ move

mln|., the most
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keeping such ecosystems intact is vital not
anly for local communities but also for
stabilizing the global climate.
Hugn Jabini, a lawyer from Suriname's
maka Maroon community and a 2009
Goldman Envirenmental Prize winner,
said the pledge will mean litle unle
government addre lomg standing
Indigenous and tribal Land rf

“Surimame is the only country in the
Western Hemisphere where Indigenous
and tribal land rights are not legally
recognised,” he told The Associated Press.
- hout recognition, the very people
who depend on the forest — and who are

best placed to protect it - cannat truly

safeguard it”

He warned that illegal mining, logging,
and ropdbuilding already threaten
communities despite international court
rulings ordering Suriname to halt
concessions. Protecting 90% of the forest,
he added, will require international
support to create sustainable alternatives
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i
will lack legitimacy

he detention of climate activist Sonam
T Wangchuk under the National Security

Act and the valley of allegations hurled at
Tirn by the BIP and the government mark a furthe
er deterioration of the situation in Ladakh, a sen-
sitive border region. Mr. Wangchuk had been
spearheading a movement on behalf of civil so-
ciety groups demanding statehood for Ladakh
and its inclusion under the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution, which turned violent on September
24, To pin the blame on him for the vielence, as
the government and the police appear to be do-
ingt, is unwise and flies in the face of facts. This is
noway to address the issues that hive led to the
unrest. Mr. Wangchuk has been a supporter of
the Centre’s decision, in 2009, to bifurcate the
erstwhile State of Jammu and Kashmir into Union
Territories (UT), in the hope that Ladakh would

An anti-terror role that defies logic

romm harbsouring Osama bin Laden ina

hotise that was fust 4 stone's throw away

From its own military scademy, o

tralntng and backing groups such as the
Lashbare-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad
(Jebd), Pakistan's role in fuelling cross-border
terrorism is no longer an allegation. It is a matter
of record. The 2008 Mumbai attacks, the 2009
Pulwama bombing and the attack on tourists in
Pahalgam om April 22, 2025, are events that bear
the unmistakable marks of a terror infrastructure
being nurtured across the border. In response to
the Pahalgam attack, India lanched Operation
Sindoor, striking at the roots of this terror
network along the Line of Control, Pakistan faces
growing accusations not only from India but also
trom Atghanistan to Balochistan - of Fostering
regional instability, crushing dissent and
deepening unrest.

Just i few diys agro, India delivered a sharp
rethuttal to Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbae
Sharif's speech at the United Nations General
Assembly, Therefore, when a nation long accused
of harbouring terrorists is given the reins of
plobal counter-terrorism eforts — despite clear

i of its terror links — the world should

be granted full statehood and its indj cul-
ture and heritage protected by inclusion in the
Sixth Schedule subsequently. The BIP did make a

public commitment, at least on the question of

the Sixth Schedule. Developments following the
earving out of Ladakh as a UT followed an oppe-
site puttern, lewdng the native 1m1ml.n:mn feeling
alienated, The Centre did start i and

panse and ask questions.

I June this year, in a decision that sparked
disbelief, Pakistan wis to lead two eritical United
Nations bodies: the Taliban Sanctions Committee
of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
.md as the vice-chair of the Counter Terrorism
ittee of the 15-nation UN body. This

arrived at a tentative agreement with the groups
o May 27, 2025, which unravelled for reasons
that remain unclesr. But the mistrust among the
protesters, and with the Centre is apparent, The
Centre is now planning to continue with talks
even as Mr. Wangehuk is in jail in Jodhbpur.
Investigations have been launched against
SECMOL, a school he co-founded, though he is
not associated with its management anymore,
The Centre has revoked its FORA licence for al-
leged financial irregularities, He has denied all al-
legations and welcomed any investigation. He
hies said the unrest stemmed from six years of un-
kept promises, especially on job creation and
constitutional safeguards, The Opposition, led by
the Congress, has termed Mr. Wangehuk's acti-
vism as peaceful and Gandhian, The use of the
CHLand ED to overcome a political sitwation, the
violence notwithstanding, betrays a lack of sta-
resmanship, The situation is such that any agree-
ment with other interlocutors while Mr. Wang-
chuk remains detained will carry liele legitimacy
in the eyes of the world or Ladakh. 1t is also ex-
tremely counterproductive to accuse the people
of the leaders of the movement in Ladakh of dis-
lowalty to the nation, as many allies of the B are
dodng brazenly. The Centre should be maore con-
sidderate toward the concerns of Ladakh, and
such an approach will advance national security
and integration much more than any strong-arm
miisres can achieve in the short term.

. Bitter victory

does it lose its character as it did in crick:

ot’s Asia Cup 2025 Under warm Dubai
skies, India reiterated its continental dominance,
The defending champion retained the Asia Cup
after Sunday's final swung India's way when Pa-
kistan imploded. The western neighbour was
placed at 84 for ane in 9.4 overs but then lost nine
wickets adding just 62 while the Indian spinners
prevailed. But India did not have it easy. Chasing
147, its top three were back in the hut while the
seore read a mere 20, Pakistan again had a
chance but India found new heroes in Tilak Var-
i, Sanju Samson and Shivam Dube, Tilak's
match-winning unbeaten 69 further highlighted
the rich vein of talent coursing through India’s
ericketing heart. India’s fve-wicket triumph with
two deliveries to spare capped a fine Asia Cup
campalgn in which all games were won and arch-
rival Pakistan wis humbled thrice. But this was a
victory sullied by the antics of the Indian squad,
Suryakumar Yadav's men refused to shake hands
with their Pakistani counterparts all through the
championship; an even more obnoxious trait was
revealed when the victors refused to accept the
trophy from Mohsin Magvi, the Asian Cricket
Council (ACC) president, the Pakistan ket
Board chief, and also Pakistan Interior Minister,
The scars of the Pahalgam terror attack and the
angst over Operation Sindoor may linger but this
wits poor hehaviour on the field,

If India felt strongly about playing against Pa-
kistan, then the matches should have been
skipped. This lame excuse of playing the neigh-
bour only in multiteam tournaments, while
avoiding bilateral fictures, does not cut jce,
Broadeast revenues govern these strategically
placed India Pakistan clashes in all

s paart is alwiys liced with politics, but rarely

development alse came ot a time when Pakistan's
credibility on counterterrorism wis under
scrutiny, On July 1, Pakistan also officially
assumed the Presidency of the UNSC for the
maith of July.

I the past, the UN's decisions to make Libya
is the chair of the UN Human Rights Commission
and Saudi Arabia as the chair of UN Women's
Rights Commission have come under scrutiny, In
May 2025, the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
approved a $1 billion loan to Pakistan, despite
concerns over its potential misuse for terror
fimancing. These developments expose significant
loophales in the UN's foreign policy and raise
questions about the UN's commitment to
combating global terrorism,

Terror shelter

The Pahalgam attack highlighted Pakistan's
continuing role as a haven for terror groups. Hahz
Saeed, a UN-designated terrorist, has made
several public appearances in recent years
despite serving a sentence for terror hnancing.

He has often been seen at tervor luanchpads in
Pakistan Occupded Kashmir (Pold) bt is "in
custody” on paper. The presence of Pakistand
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The world
should pause
and ask why
Prakistan, &

ion with
evidence of
werror links, has
heen allowed 1w
oversee ghobal
counter-
werrorism
efforts at the
United Narions

Army personnel, the Pakistani police and
mermbers of civil bureaicracy at the funeral
procession of terrorists killed in Operstion
Sindoor, fuirther indicates Pakistan’s open
suppsort for terrorist organisations,

Thee inclusion of Pukistan in the UN's counter
terrorism mechanisms exposes troubling gaps
and kssues with the global body's moral and
strategic com piss

First, r'.lki-fmn‘a longstanding support for
terror groups such as the LeT and JeM, directly
contradicts the objectives of the
Counter-Terrorism Committee, There is adecuate
evidence linking Pakistan's military and
Inter-Services Intelligence (1511 to logistical and
tactical support for terror modubes, Yet, the UN
prioritised geopolitical considerations over maral
and security imperatives,

Second, the UN's selection process for
committee leadership lacks stringent vetting for a
country’s complisnce with counter-terrorism
standards. Pakistan's removal from the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) grey list in October
2002, despite ongedng concerns about terror
financing, exemplifies this leniency.

Third, the decision also reflects a broader
trend of geopolitical manoeuvring within the UN,
where powerful nations support Pakistan's
elevation to secure economic or strategic
interests. This bias compromises the UN's
impartiality and risks legitimising Pakistan's
duplicitous stance on terrorism.

Fourth, by rewarding duplicity with
leadership, the UN sends o dangerous message:
state-sponsored terror can be overlooked if
packaged diplomatically,

The IMF loan to Pakistan - part of a $7 billion
Extended Fund Facility — fuelled controversy

despite India abstaining from the vote, The risk of

funds being misused for terror activities was
cited, However, the timing of the loan, just weeks
after the Pahalgam attack raised ethical questions
on the UN's commitment to combat global
terrorism,

The UN's dangerous gamble

In May this year, the Pakistan government
announced 4 compensation of T4 erore to the
families of terrorists, including relatives of JeM
chibef Masood Ashar, who were killed in Indian
strikes When a natbon equates terrorists with
martyrs, one does not need to imagine its
commitment to peace.

The UN's decision to entrust Pakisian with key
counter-terrorism roles, despite its explicit ties to
tierrorism, cists a shadow over UN's integrity and
suggests a troubling disconnect between the UNs
stated goals and its actions,

Such moves will only help Pakistan legitimise

= narrative and project isell as a responsible
plobal actor in counter-terrorism. 1t will alsa
undermine ndia's efforts o portray Pakistan as a
stiate sporsor of terrorksm. Pakistan could shape
narratives around regional stabiliey, potentially
deflecting blame for regional terrorism on India,
particularly in the context of Balochistan.

Takistan's role as vice-chair in the Counter
Terrorism Committee allows it to influence global
counterterrorism policies. This may have serious.
repercussions for India’s push to bring
Pakistan-bused terrorists under UN sanctions.
Pakistan could also derail India’s growing
diplomatic ties with the Taliban,

Counter-measures by India

Irnclia's Failure vo block Pakistan's appointments,
despite its outreach to most UNSC members
following the Pahalgam attack, signals a
diplomatic challenge,

In counter strategies, India must leverage its
strategic alliances with other UNSC members to

balance Pakistan's infl

‘That Pakistan is at the centre of attention at the
White House also raises doubis on the US’s
commitment to combuat terrorism for the sake of
trade and business.

India should actively participate in discussions
at cruckal UN bodies to highlight Pakistan’s
histary of harbouring terrorists, These
I i are operated by arud
Trnclia's growing global inflwence can limit
Pakistan's ability to push biased agendas, It is
essential that India and its allies monitor
Pakistan's role and push for periodic
performance reviews and stringent
accountability.

India should aim to deepen its ties with the
Taliban regime - humanitarian aid missions in
Kabul is one possibility - to counter Pakistan's
influence in the Taliban Sanctions Committee,

India must proactively pursue an international
campaign that engages the global media,
academia and diaspora, cxpu-ilng Pakistan's
terror links and pushing for more accountability,

Pakistan's enhanced diplomatic position is
likely to encourage asymmetric warfare,
infiltration and eyber-attacks. Therefore, India
must strengithen its national security and
intelligence networks.

The Indian government's silence on the
appointments suggests a cautious approach, but
proactive diplomacy will be crucial o matntain
Ireclia's marrative on the global stage. The world
must be alert because what begins as a seat at the
table can tim into control over the agenda, The
real danger s not about Pakistan at the high
table. It i the world pretending that it does not
matter.

SSTC” is more than a diplomatic phrase

ith just a third of the sand left in the
w hourglass to achieve the 2030 Agenda

for Sustainable Development, urgency
defines our times. Nowhere is this more evident
than in the evolution of South-South and
Triangular Cooperation (S5TC), recognised each
year by the United Nations on September 12 as.
the UN Day for South-South and Triangular
Cooperation. This date also marks the
anniversary of th Buenos Ajres Plan of
Action (BAPA), wl laid the foundation for
technieal cooperation among developing nations.,
More than a Framework for assistance flows,
BAPA enshrined principles of solidarity, mutual
respect, and shared learning, Over the decades,
these principles have become cornerstones of
Souith-South cooperation, more relevint now is
thie global order has shifted and demand for new
partnership models has intensified.

SSTC has emenged as a vital complement o
traditional aid in a world grappling with
geopolitical contlicts, dimate change, and
widening inequalities. With cost-effectiveness,
replicability, and contextual relevance, S5TC
offiers better returns on investment, particularly
s funding for humanitarian and development
sectors declines.

India's role and philosophy

India's development journey embodies the
philosophy of Vasudiaha Ketumibakiam < the
world s one famil i is umiquely positioned
o champion S5TC, as a leading voice for
sovereignty, inclusion and mutual respect; as a
ration with one of the workd's largest food safety
mets andd one which transitbored to a food-surplus
eeonamy.

is Indhia’s Ambassador
o ltaly

[Elisabeth Faure
is Country Directar,
otk Faod

Programeme in ndia

south-south and

mare than 160 countries. India lunched the
India-UN Development Partnership Fund,
promoted its digital public infrastructure modelks
such as Aadhaar and UPL globally, and continues
to strengthen colliboration through several
plurilateral platforms,

Equally important, India has become a hub of
innovation - developing tailored, cost-effective
and locally appropriate solutions across digital
transformation, climate resilience, health systems
and sustainable fnancing.

In this context, ‘s productive partnership
with the World Food Programme (WFP), a UN
agency, s a shindng cmmplcu[a ]umt

of innovations and ioms that
unlock public investment and scale best practices
across [ndia, Over six decades, India wis o testing
pround for WEFP initiatives with global relevance,
deploying digital tools, improving food
distribution and advancing climate-resilient
farming best practices, India and the WFP
worked together to pilot notable Indian
innovations such as the Annapurti or Grain ATM,
optimisation of the national supply chain within
the food public distribution system, the
women-led Take-Home Ration programme, and
the national rice fortification project. These
initiatives, which improved food security
domestically, also provide replicable models for
other developing nations.

Redefining partnerships

The complexity of todiy's challenges demands
diversified partnerships. Triangular cooperation,
lirtkimg developing countries with traditional and
emerging donors, amplifies good practices,
unlocks resources, and fosters trust and mutual

India’s e are i hosting
the Vobee of the Global South Summhs |canl|n,|;
efforts during its G-20 presidency to secure
permanent membership for the African Union;
blishing the Development Partnership

conducted by the International Cricket Council
o the ACC. India-Pakistan contests always had an
edpe and it was inevitable due to Partition-trau-
i and multiple wars. Sill in the 19808, Dilip
Vengsarkar and Javed Miandad would go hard
against esch other on the tuef and would have a
meal together at night. Punjabi pop, 2 shared cui-
sine and even comman expletives forged a bond
between players split by the Wagah border. But in
these times of shrill nationalism, sport has be-
come part of the external noise. In one fell
swoo, Suryakumar's men and petulant Pakista
ni players have shown that sport can also burn
bridges. This was unnecessary, While politics
cast adark shadow on the tournament, ndia still
hiss some internal assessment to deal W'Ilh.SLIl)'il-
kumar may have made some smug remarks in
press conferences but be cannot hide his pum'
form in thi nent. The leader curmulati
seored a mene 72 This Indian 120 unit is still a
work in progress even as it seizes tournaments,

™
K

Administration in the Foreign Ministry; and the
mpactiul Indian Technieal and Economic
Cooperathon programime, which built capacity in

biility. Equally, partmerships must extend

i
Cooperation
(S5TCH i a
pathway toa
more equitable
and sustainable
Turure

bcyuml povernments to civil society, the private
sector, and grassroots communities. Such
collaboration creates more holistie, sustainable,
and people-centred development models.
SSTC also provides a better retirn on
investiment, betng frugal and replicable across
similar contexts, This is a critical imperative in

view of the reduction in funding for humanitarian
and development sectors,

Owver the past three decades, 47 governments
hawe contributed to the UN Fund for South-South
Cooperation, supporting initiatives that e
reached more than 70 countries and benefited
people in 155 nations, Since its establishment in
2017, the India-UN Development Partnership
Fund has financed over 75 transformative,
demand-driven projects across 56 developing
countries, particularly in Least Developed
Countries and Small Island Developing States,

In 2024, the WFP mobilised over $10.9 million
from Global South countries and the privaie
sector to support S5TC projects aligned with
Sustainable Development Goal 2: Zero Hunger.
Recent India-WFP initatives such as the United
Mations Sustainable Development Goals pool
fueneds for viee fortification and supply chain
optirnisation in Nepal, and a UN India
Development Fund project in the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, demonstrate a shared
commitment to translating commitments into
action,

The theme for UN Day for South-South
Cooperation 2025 - “New Opportunities and
Innovation through S5TC” - captures the
challenge before us, Real progress requires strong
institutions, adequate financing and the courage
o inmovate, It also means investing in
knowledge-sharing platforms, expanding access
o finance, and strengthening accountability and
learning mechanisms, India is cementing its
leadership by enhancing regional and ghobal
cooperation in food security, nutrition, and
resilience,

A new spirit of partnership

The world needs a renewed spirit of partnership -
ome that values contributions from all countries,
fosters equality, and prizes innovation. S5TC s
mare than a diplomatic phrase. It is a tool for
transformation, a lifeline for billions, and 4
pathway bo a more equitable and sustainable
fustiire.
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Political rally at Karur

The stampede in Karur,
Tamil Nadu, raises several
questions. Should not the
pelice have demanded that
the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam have its meeting
in an epen ground? The
root cause is also the
deep-rooted ‘cinema craze’
that Tarmil Nadu is known
for. The visual media did
not exactly cover itself in
glory < in its 24X7 coverage,

[

EDITOR

for instance, there was a
lack of sensitivity. There
were constant visuals of a
two-year-old child and gory
images of other victims.
AN, Narayanan,

Chernai

A3 a senior citizen, | am
distressed by the way
people of this State have
become blind fellowers of
cine actors, The frenzy to
have 'just a glimpse’ of the

actor-politician resulted in
the loss of precious lves,
Senior citizens like me
dread to think of the kind of
State we are going to leave
behind for future
generations,

Tharclus 5, Fernande,
Chennai

In Dubai
Congratulations to the
Indian cricket team for
winning the Asia Cup

['Spart’ page, Septambar
29). Of course, the final was
a cliffhanges, with Tilak
Varma hobding fort at one
end and stitching tagether
crucial partnerships with
Sanju Samson and Shivam
Dube, For Pakistan, though
the openers batted well, the
middle order succumbed to
the guiles of Indian spinners
led by Kuldeep Yadav,
Initially, it was thought that
Pakistan would race up to a

big score. But that was net
to be.

5. Sankarsnaraysnan,
Chennai

The BCC| shoukd have
confirmed who would be
presenting the trophy
especially when the Asian
Cricket Council chief, who is
the head of the Pakistan
Cricket Board and also a
Minister, was present. It was
only in the fitness of things

that the highest dignitary
was expected to present the
trophy. Subsequently, if Mr.
MNagui was wrong, so ware
the Indian players.
Considering the
unpleasantness, the Asia
Cup will be remembered for
all the wrong reasons,

V. Lakshmanan,

Tirugpar, Tamil Hack

Letters emailed o

lette ragpthehindu.co.in
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Opinion

Bridging the generation gap

he phrase ‘generation
gap’ evokes images of
an unbridgeable chasm;

vet, in India, it has long
been softened by the enduring ties
of family and tradition. Today,
however, as the country stands at
ademographic crossroads, one
must ask whether these bonds will
withstand the pressures of change
and the digital boom, or fray
under the weight of shifting
aspirations and realities,

India's population is ageing at a
pace that would have seemed
improbable only a generation ago.
At least 10% of Indians are now
above 60, a figure projected to rise
to nearly 20% (one in fiive Indians)
by 2050, The implications go far
beyond mere numbers. They
touch upon questions of identity,
family construct, support systems,
and the lived experience of both
the young and the old.

Emotional disconnect

A recent study by Helpage India,
titled ‘Understanding
Intergenerational Dynamics &
Perceptions on Ageing', reveals a
paradoxical landscape. The survey
covered more than 5,700
respondents (70% youth in the
1830 age group and 30% of the
elderly in the above-60 age group)
frsm 10 cities across India.

Young Indians, when asked
about their elders, are quick to
invoke words such as “wisdom’
(51%) and 'respect’ (43%); yet, just
as readily describe them as
‘lonely’ (56%) and ‘dependent’
(48%). This duality suggests a
sharp disconnect between
intention and action - a
phenomenon perhaps best
captured in the oft-repeated
lament of elders: “We are told the
plan, not asked.”

The result is an emotional
disconnect that data only begins
to illuminate. Over half of the
elderly respondents (54%) report
negative feelings about ageing,
aften rooted in a sense of
invisibility. Technology, rather
than serving as a bridge,
frequently becomes another
battleground. “Children don’t sit

Chairpersan,
Helphge india

Rohit Prasad
CED, Helphge India

India's
demographic
shift presents a
choice: o view
ageing as a
challenge to be
managed. or a8
an opportunity @
reaffirm and
reinvent the
intergenerational
connect that has
long been the
country's
strength

and talk any more. They are
always on their phones,” is
another sentiment frequently
voiced by elders. While 78% of the
youth assume elders lack interest
in digital tools, 71% of elders cite
impatience and lack of support
from the young in enabling them
use digital tools as obstacles.

‘orging bonds
Yet, beneath these surface
tensions lies a foundation of hope.
Eoth generations, when pressed,
express faith in the possibility of
greater understanding. Nearly half
of elders (49%) and a majority of
the youth (57%) believe mutual
understanding can “definitely be
improved” Even more telling is
their agreement on the remedy:
84% of elders and B6% of the
youth see spending more quality
time together and engaging in
open, respectful conversations as
key connectors to understanding
each other. This insight resonates

with the traditional Indian ethos of

shared meals, rinsals, and
celebrations. Indeed, it is in these
moments that belonging is forged
and loneliness kept at bay.

The anxieties of age, it turns
out, are strikingly similar across
generational lines. Loneliness
looms largest, cited by 69% of the
youth and 68% of elders, followed
dosely by concerns about health
and financial insecurity. The ideal
of a family-centred living remains
robust with nearly 9 in 10 youth
(BA%) expecting to live with family
in old age. This mirrors the
aspirations of their elders - 83% of
them currently do, or plan to, live
with family. Such convergence
underscores the continued
relevance of inter-generational
househodds, even as urbanisation
and migration test their resilience.

Why do these bonds matter?
Beyond sentiment, they serve asa
bulwark against the atomisation
that afflicts many modern
societies. For the 47% of elders
whio identify loneliness as their
chief burden, family is both refuge
and anchor. Moreover, the
exchange is mutual: while elders
offer wisdom and practical

childeare, the youth provide
guidance through the labyrinth of
modernity and technology,
according to respondents of the
study. When approached with
patience, technology itself can
become an enabler. During crises,
most recently the COVID9
pandemic, these connections have
proven invaluable, compensating
for the gaps in formal care
systems.

Intention to action

However, translating good
intentions into sustained action
requires more than nostalgia,
Digital inclusion, for instance,
must move beyond access to
embrace patience and tailored
learning. Motably, 73% of young
Indians express willingness to
support elder initiatives, though
few structured opportunities exist
for meaningful interaction.
Community models that extend
support beyond the nuclear family
are essential, especially as the
notion of home itself evolves.
While the majority still aspire to
family-based care, 30% among the
young consider care homes as an
alternative, compared to just 19%
of elders, signalling the need for
thoughtfully designed
intergenerational spaces that
fesster, rather than fragment,
CONNECHons.

Education, too, has a role to
play. Building empathy, care and
literacy about ageing across the
lifespan can help counter ageist
attitudes and prepare society for
the coming transformation. Policy

meworks must adapt,
supporting families while
innavating new models of care.

India’s demographic shift
presents a choice: to view ageing
as a challenge to be managed, or
as an opportunity to reatirm and
reinvent the inter-generational
connect that has long been our
strength. The evidence suggests
both peril and promise. It is up to
us — as individuals, communities,
and policymakers — to ensure that
the bridges between generations
are not only preserved, but
strengthened for the years ahead.

Include migrants in climate policy

Kerala's migrant workers are

nong the most affected by dimate change

STATE OF PLAY

Aysha Jennath
Sofia Juliet Hajan

erala has been expe-
riencing erratic
weather  patterns,
with an early heatwave in Fe-
bruary and heavy rainfall la-
ter, ill emerging signals of cli-
mate change. According to the
Kerala State Action Plan on
Climate Change (KSAPCC), av-
erage temperatures could see
& 1°C-2°C rise by 2050, under
maoderate to heavy emissions.
The impacts of climate
events, however, are never
evenly experienced. Climate
vulnerability depends on a
PETSON'S SOCH0-E CONOMIC con-
ditions and adaptive capacity.
Kerala's migrant workers (esti-
mated to number 28 lakh-31
Lakh, according to the Kerala
State Planning Board or KSPB)
are among the most affected.
The Centre for Migration
and Inclusive Development
(CMID) estimates that about
35 lakh migrant workers con-
tribute 132,000 crore annual-
Iy to lscal incoame through la-
bour, rent, food, and other
expenses. A 2020 CMID study
of nearly 400 migrants found
that most work in construc
tion (48.6%) and plywood ma-
nufacturing (27.2%) — jobs in-
volving prolonged exposure to
heat. Many reported being de-
nied rest breaks and dean toi-
lets, forcing the workers, esp-
cially women, to limit water
intake. This leads to dehydra-
tion, fatigue, h}'p-erten_qon
and chronic kidney dise
The harshest heat is en-
dured at home. Migrant hous-
ing is often cramped, poorly
ventilated, and dilapidated,
designed for profit rather than
liveahility. Multiple families
share small houses; even stair-
wells and terraces are convert-
ed into makeshift homes.

These spaces trap heat, mak-

ing sleep difficult. During
mansoon, they leak and flood.
Housing conditions are wir-
sened by the lack of clean wa-
ter, waste collection, and func-
tional toilets. Migrants pay
inflated rents and high prices
for essentials, while stagnant
wapes leave little savings to re-
cover from climate shocks. An
Indian Institute of Human Set-
tements (IIHS) study found
that some landlords monitor
tenants, restrict visitors, or
prohibit cooking native foods,
stifling community networks
that could build resilience in
new environments.

Kerala has shown inclusive
intent and response during
emergencies, During  CO-
VD19, it was among the first
States to set up relief camps,
health  services, distribute
food for migrants, and ensure
multilimgual communication
through pamphlets and alerts.

The State has also adopted
a progressive approach to mi-
grant welfare. The Interstate
Migrant  Workers  Welfare
Scheme, Aawaz, and Apna
Ghar provide social security,
healthcare, and housing. Edu-
cational iatives such as
Roshni and Jyothi support mi-
grant children's schooling and
integration. Yet, from a cli-
mate perspective, interven-
tions are inadequate. An 11HS
review found that most social
support interventions are cli-
mate-blind, while climate in-
terventions are migrant-blind.

The KSAPCE, though one of

India’s strongest, does not
mention migrants. State gui-
delines advise against outdoor
labour during peak afternoon
hours, but enforcement is in-
consistent. During the 2003
floods, many migrants were
told to return home rather
than being sheltered in relief
camps. Some received free
tickets, but others had o tra-
vel through flooded routes.
For those who were moved to
relief camps, instances of se-
gregation were also reported.
This reveals gaps in address-
ing migrant workers' climate

ing inclusive climate
resilience requires coordinat-
ed action of government, em-
ployers, and communities. Lo-
cal governments must enforce
rental housing standards that
ensure  heat-resilient  mate-
rials, ventilation, and basic
services. They should profile
migrant settlements to identi-
fy infrastructure and service
gaps for integration into local
development plans. Mandato-
ry rental registration and in-
Spections can ensure com-
pliance, while subsidies may
BOCHUrESE (WNers to upgrade
housing. Community cam-
paigns can promote dignified
living conditions. The Labour
Department must enforce the
123 pom. summer work break
through inspections and pe-
nalties, and ensure access to
drinking water, rest areas, and
gender-segregated twilets ar
worksites, with protections
apainst wage cuts or job loss.
Disaster Management Authori-
ties should deliver multilin-
gual alerts, initiate outreach
through trusted community
channels, and include mi-
grants in relief planning. The
K5PE should include migrant
perspectives in shaping cli-
mate policy.

Apstha fenrah and Safia julict Kajor
are researchers at IS, Bengalury

More women employed in agriculture, but half of them are unpaid

| DATA POINT

Shravani 'rakash
Anjhana Ramesh

omen-led develop-

ment has been recog-

nised as a structural
game-changer for advancing In-
dia's economic ambitions, yet its
full potential remains under-lever-
aged. Nowhere is harnessing this
potential more urgently than in
the agriculture sector, the back-
bone of India's economy and the
largest employer of its women.

Drespite their growing presence
on farms, women's contributions
remain systematically unremuner-
ative. By leveraging recent shifts in
trade and technology, India has an
unprecedented opportunity to un-
lock pathways that recognise wo-
men as equal partners in agricultu-
ral transformation.

In the past decade, structural
shifts in the Indian workforce have
drawn rural men into higher-pay-
ing nonfarm jobs, leaving wormen
to replace them to do the agricul-
tural work. As a result, women's
employment in agriculture surged
by 135%, and they now account for
over 42% of the sector’s workforce.
Two out of every three working
women are now in agricultre.

Yet, this rise has come with di-
minishing returns. Nearly half of
the women in agriculture are un-
paid family workers, with their
numbers jumping 2.5 times from
23.6 million to 59.1 million in just
oight years (Chart 1). As a result,
today, one in three working wo-
men in India is unpaid. In States
such as Bihar and Uttar Pradesh,
more than 80% of women workers
are in agriculture, and over half of
them receive no wages (Map 2).

Much of this invisibility stems
from systemic inequities. Women
are not offically recognised as
farmers, own only 13-44% of land
holdings, and earn 20-30% less
than men for equivalent work. As-
set ownership, decision-making
power, and access to credit and go-
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Global trade trends, technology, and land and labour reforms can help bridge the gap

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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vernment support remain male-
dominated, trapping women in
low-value activities.

As a result, women's greater
participation has not translated in-
to higher income for the economy,
as agriculture’s share of the nation-
al GVA fell from 15.2% in 201718 to
14.4% in 202425, Therefore, the
‘feminisation of agriculture; has,
in a way, reinforced inequities
rather than enabling women's eco-
NOMiC empowerment.

Global trade trends are opening
new windows for women's eco-
nomic indusion in agriculture.
The India-ULK. Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA}, for example, is pro-
jected to boost Indian agricultural
exports by 20% within three years,
pranting duty-free access to over
95% of agricultural and processed
food products. From rice, spices,
and dairy to ready-to-eat meals, In-
dian producers will benefit from
premium market access, with safe-
puards in place for sensitive sec-
tors. Many of these export-orient-
ed value chains employ a
significant share of women (Chart
3). If FTAvembedded provisions
fior women, such as training, credit
access, and market linkages, are
catalysed, it could enable women's
transition from farm labourers to
Income-generating entreprensurs.

The greatest opportunity lies in
enabling women to move from un:
paid, lowvalue tasks into higher-
margin segments such as process-
ing, packaging, branding, and ex-
porting.  With  glabal  demand
rising for organic products and su-
perfoods, India’s value chains for
tea, spices, millets and certified or-
ganic produce are poised for ex-
pansion — sectors where women
are already strongly represented.
Geographical Indications, brand-
ing initiatives, and suppaort for
meeting export standards can help
women producers shift from sub-
sistence farming toward premium,
value-added product markets.

Without targeted measures, wo-
men risk being excluded from the
export-led opportunities emerging
in Indian agriculture. Digital inno-

vations can play a decisive role in
bridging this gap. Platforms such
as e-NAM, mobile-based advisory
services, wvoice-assisted applica-
tions, and precision agriculture
tools are already connecting wo-
men to markets, knowledge sys-
tems, and financial services. These
solutions help formalise women's
labour while expanding access to
schemes, credit, and fair pricing.

However, these benefits are
contingent on overcoming strctu-
ral barriers such as low digital lite-
racy, language gaps, and limived
access to affordable devices. Tack-
ling these challenges requires col-
lective action by all ecosystem ac-
TOrS — @OVEernment, private sector,
MNGOs, self-help groups, and Farm-
er Producer Organisations (FPOs).

Encouragingly, promising mo-
dels are emerging. Al-enabled so-
lutions such as the government's
BHASHINI platform and Micro-
soft-AMBharat’s Jugalbandi are ex-
tending multlingual, voice-first ac-
cess o government services. LET
Finance's Digital Sakhi pro-
gramme has trained rural women
in digital and financial literacy
across seven States.

At the State level, Odisha's
Swayam Sampurna FPOs show-
case how technology can pusmun

Allwork, no pay

The data for the charts were sourced from the Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS), 202324

Chart 1: The number af women in the agriculture sector wha are unpaid

family warkers
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Chart 2: Proportion
afwarmen (in %)

in agriculture wha
received no wages
according to the
Perlodic Labour Force
Survey (FLFS), 2023-24

women farmers at the
export competitiveness. The jhald—
wari Mahila Kisan Producer Com-
pany in Rajasthan leverages digital
tools for direct sales and branding.
Multi-stakeholder training  pro-
grams for women Farmers in As-
sam's tea sector focus on diverse
areas. [t is important to scale up
and emulate these platforms.

To transform women's role in
agriculture, land and labour re-
forms are equally vital. Policies
must recognise women as inde-
pendent farmers by promoting
joint or individual land ownership,
which in turn strengthens their
eligibility for credit, insurance,
and instituticnal support.

Shranni Prakash and Anjharna Ramesh ane
with [CRIER's EP WD fEconomic Foficies for
Wimen Led Development) Programme

Chart 3: Propontion of men and wormen involved with crops with high export value
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FIFTY YEARS AGD SEFTEMBER 30, 1975
US. technicians aided Israel in
1973 war: Sadat

Cairo, Sept. 2%: The Egyptian President, Mr.
Anwar Sadat, said here vesterday he accepted
the ceasefire ending the October 1973 war with
Israel when the ULS. sent new weapons and
technicians into hattle against Egypt and “the
Soviet Union was on my back."

Speaking at a meeting of Parliament and the
ruling Arab Socialist Union, to mark the 5th
anniversary of the death of President Nasser, Mr.
Sadat revealed for the first time that U.S.
technicians had aided Israel in the 1973 war.

“When I accepted the ceasefire on October
22,1973, and | want our brothers in the Syrian
Baath Party to hear this, | was facing both the
Americans and the Jews — America with its
strength and its new weapons that had never
before left the United States. They brought the
weapons and (American) experts and entered
the battle in the days of the breakthrough.

This was a reference to the Israeli thrust over
the West Bank of the Canal.

“Just as America and lsrael were in front of
me, the Soviet Union was on my back,” Mr.
Sadat said. “The air brigade which brought in
weapans was bringing weapons that should
have been delivered in 1969. These weapons had
been requested by Mr. Nasser, but the Russians
did not deliver them because they wanted to
punish him as he had refused to stop the war of
attrition at their request.”

Describing the presence of Soviet personnel
in Egypt as a “nightmare” which he removed
when he expelled them in July 1972, Mr. Sadat
said pre-war Soviet estimates of Egyptians’
performance and losses on the battle field
proved completely erroneots.

A HUMDRED YEARS AGOD SEFT. 30, 1925
Malabar: A treasure trove case

Calicut, Sep. 27: The Emad police are now
investigating a case in which a Moplah maistry
emplayed in the construction of the
Shornur-Nilambur Railway came in ion
of a treasure trove in the act of doing earth
work. The trove contained some ancient gold
coins with the symbol of an elephant on one
side, each weighing 10 and a half panams. The
paolice are reported to have succeeded in
recovering from the Moplah maistry a portion of
the coins and produced the same before the
Sub-Magistrate of Tirurungadi.

Amx
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of Indians

Number of complaints

A} -
+
“

lacking adequate

received by national

[\ashmu reopened

Investment approved

Cost of two railway

by the DIB to supply

projects connecting

mental healthcare

In mibllian. Indians
200 dingneded with

mental health
conditions lack adeguate , with
treatment gaps reaching up to 95%, as per
thie India Mental Health Alllance. The group
warned that unaddressed conditions cauld
cost India ever 51 trilllon by 2030, e

child rights panel

Irs Lakch. The National Commission for
l Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR]

recivied close to L lakh complaints
betwean April Dacember 2024, the
Wemen and Child Develapment Minlstry
sald. The lorgest share, aver 39,500 cases,
riskated to juvenibe justios and care of
neglected or differently abled chitdren. s

after Pahalgam attack

treated sewage water

India to Bhutan

Thee Jammu and Kashmir
7 adminlstration recpened sevin

tourist destinations in the valley that
were shut after the April 22 Pahslgam
terror attack, which killed 26 people, Sites
Uik Aru Vally, Rafting Peint Yonner, Alksd
Park, Padehahl Park and Kaman Poit are
naw sceessible to visitors. m

In crore. The Delhl Jal Board
90 (DB} has approved & 200

crare project 1o supply
treated sewage water for horticulture
across tha clty, Water Minlster Parvesh
Vierma sald. Plpelines will carry water from
siwnge treatmant plants to large parks,
central verges, and green orens. e

In T crare, The
4 033 plan Ineludes &
9 9 kim

Herkrasjhar-Gelephu line and a 20 km
Banarhat-Samtse line, te be completed in
Tour years. Thire will be six stations
batwaen the two citles. m
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Why was X’s ‘censorship’ challenge rejected?

Why has the Karnataka High Court dismissed X Corps petition against the Union government’s Sahvog portal? What is the function of this portal, operated by the
Indian Cybererime Coordination Centre? Has X complied with similar rules in other countries?

The story so i
he Karnataka High Court has
dismissed X Corps petithon
agalnst the Unlon government's
Sahyog portal, which enables
comtent takedown under Section THIN0)
o the Information Technology (IT) Act,
2000, The ruling marks a sethi s
(previowsly Twitter) months-long lieh
and endorses the government's cor
regulation framework, which b
been adopted by 38 intermed
llululllluMhtqu] Ao, Godojle
arm, Dellvering the verdiet, justice
gaprasanna said tha soc fal media
winnot be left ina st
freedom” and that In
could ot be trewted as
playground where information can be
disserninuted in defiance of statu

M. N

How does the Sahyog portal operate?
Launehed by the Union Ministry of Home
Malrs IMHA) in October 2024, the
ed by the Indian
Cybercrime Coordination Centre (140) as
a centralised platform for ssulng
takedown orders to internet
s, Including tebecom
operitors, ntemet service providers,
sockal media platforms, and web-hosting
services, Ity purpose is to enforoe Section
79 of the IT Act, which grants
Intermediaries “safe harbour" protection
shibelding them from Hability for
user-generated content, For instance, a
platform cannot ordinarily be sued for a
delamuatory post published by a user. The
legal Hability rests solely with the
indlvidual who created the content,
Hewever, this protection is conditional,
Under Section TR0, intermediaries
lose their immunity if, after recebing
al knowledige” from a government
wbout unlawlul information, they
sxpeditiously remove or disable
ess” 1o it The portal was introduced 1o
ormate and streamline the isswance of
such notices. 1ts existence was first
diiselosed in Shabana versus Gont, of NCT
af Detli ara Ors (2024), a Delhd High
Court case concerning o missing
18 year-old. During the proceedings, the
court stressed the need for a mechanism
o Faedlitate real-thime coordination
between intermediaries and low
enforcement in time-sensitive cises,
Court records reviewed by The Hindu
show that n a third of the &
takedown notices sent to X by 140 over
the past yi peted posts about Unfon
Iinist gevernment
gencies, Posts referring to Prime Minister
wrendrin Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah
el ks som Jay Shal, Minister of .,|,. e for
Hoa
Finance Minister Nirs
were wmong those |

gped for reme

Why did X go to court?
I March, Elon Musk-owned X filed a writ
petition in the Karnataka High Court
challenging the legality of the Sahyoy
portal, which it described as a
“eensorship portal” The company argued
thut the government was invoking Section
TOiHib of the IT Act to shdestep the
SEr o more transparent procedure
il thon
According to X,

e two provisions

servee distinet purposes, Section 79 merely
gramts intermediarbes s

protection from lability for
usergenerabed content, while Section

GIA empowers the Centre to block online
miiterial, but only on grounds that mirror

oM
K

the reasonabl
under Article 1902) of the Constitution
such as for upholding sovercignty and
Integrity of India, security of the Stae,
Friendly relations with foreign States,
pl\ serving public order etc, Notably,
Section 69 also mandates that the
Eovernment constitute a comemie

lssue o reasoned written orde

"Tor buolster its relied on the
Supreme Court's landmark ruling in
Shreya Sieghal versus Usion of India
(2005), which struck down
thee 1T Act for vagy 5 and upheld

walkd framework for restricting onlin

The court hind clarified th kedown
directions under Section 79
only follow a court order or a formal
sovernment notification, aned must
remisdn tethered o the constitutional
aroumds in Artiche 142}, 4
Section G9A, By per
officials across both U St
nits 1o ssue notices through

i ¢ wd “unlawful”
regime that lacked these sabeguards,

assochtion s
Intervened in the proceedings,

through Sahyog b
lmpact on bts m
was frequently targeted,

The Unlon government defended
i RS

midia birbsoitar, it sk, was a

s restrictions on free speech

give created a

Intermediaries i chance o be heard, and
s thereby

ensuring the possibility of judicial review.

cion 66A ol
Section G9A s the sole constitutionally
content, subject to procecural suleguards,

A could

rigued, the Centre had created

In support of X's challenge, DigiPub, an
of 92 digital news outlets, also

contencing that takedown orders routed
1 dispropor tonite
mbers, whose reporting

What was the government's defence?

y regulatory mechanism. It aly

e that the distinetive nature of the

Internet, with it algorithm-driven virality,

recuired stricter oversight than traditional | Sinc
li

A
o‘/‘

ac L. A2 .

o Ihrm.u.l-\

and platforms o

this protection. Suhyog merely
operationalised this obl

3

Fejecting the al

government emphasised th
and G9A operated Indepe
Non-compliance with a
argued, did not amount to direct

mily.

immunity, The portal, it insisted, was
simply an adminksteative ool to facill
swilt actlon

The government also questioned X
Corp's focts standi, pointing out thit

fumdamienital rights under Article 19,
and expression exclusively to Indian

Tushar Meh
contended that X w

treatment” Il: Trackia w
regulatory regimes

he Union government

integrate with Salyog.

Dismissing X's ¢
merit,” Justice
Sahyog as both
ool and a "heacon of eooper
between citbzen and ntermedis

fon

— T coirt also uphild the Centre's

Artiche 19 of the Constitution is a “c
of rights conferred upon citizens only,

unkawhul content notices would forfeit

B
allel blocking regime, the
Sections 79

censorship but only to the loss of legal

citlzens, Represented by Solicitor Gene

ng “special
omplying with

t further pointed ot that X
wits the only major intermediary yet o

aprasanna described
1 instrument of public

X s not a citizen of India, it ruled
that "the protective emibrace of Article 19

stututory privilege, not an inherent right,

n by creating
astreamlined channel for such notices,

yoR notlee, it

Enst llegal online content.

foreign corparation, it could not invoke

which guarantees the freedom of speech

emphasised that oversight was especially
vital in cases atfecting the dignity of
WO

lon o X's legal standing, ruling that

er

Justhee

Issuing a stern cantion to forelgn socia
miedin corporations, the judgment
\I that India could ne .: 'Iu- treated as

d e of the law" and
H L~|'|IImM||t~<!II|rutu| W posture of

claim ewempaion from the eountey’s legal
frameworl.

I polnted eritique of X's conduet,
gaprasanma observed that the
platform complied with takedown
regimes in the United 5 “yot the
samme platform reluses to e ..mulv with
takedown divections in this natlon”.
Referring to the ULS, Take It Down Act,
2025, which criminalises the publication
of Algenerated deepfakes and
non-consensual intimate imagery, he
noted that X readily adhered 1o LS. luiws
that impese criminal lability for
nen-compliance, but resisted equivalent
abligations in India.

Tha ot also rejected X's prine
contentbon that the Sahyog portal |
stututory backing and that Section
TEHAMDY of the 1T Act did not authorise
content takedown,

Justice M s reasoned that the
Supremi Court's rullng in Shreya Shyghal
was anchared in the now-defunct
Information Technology Rubes of 2001
coulbd not be "transposed” to the present
L& '|1I|':(|.

ked

I
design” .uu! lI:c relfore “de n:.-m! llu i own
interpretative frame, unsaddled by
precedents thar addressed a bygone
reghme.”

What are the implications?
Prateck Waghre, Head of Programs at
Tech Global Institute, wld The Hirder that
the High Court's ruling risks enalsling an
unchecked expansion of state control
aver anline content. " The probilem les in
the absence of clear, narrow, and
abjective criteria for what constitutes
unlawiul content. In practice, this is likely
1o result i broader censorship ol
Information that fosters political
Aecount; well as the suppression
af views across the spectrum,” he sl
Mr. Waghre cautboned that content
tukedowns, whether inftiated by
platforms or directed by
enforcement,, are not a sustainable
salution, since both actors often operate
selectively and in rrving wiys. " Law
enforcement already W 10
prosecute harmiul speech under eriminal
condes, but these ane enforced
inconsistently and subjectively, Without
deeper soctal and political reforms thit
@ harmiful expression and
eurb selective enforeement, the trade-off
between curbing abuse of pow
Mli |.lh|t\l|ll|. Irw expression will endure,

and would file an

appeal, However, it did not clarify
whether the chalbenge would be pl;
before o lirger Beneh of the Kurn,
High Court or taken divectly to the
Supreme Coul

X further argued that the ruling was
inconaistent with a Bombay High Court
judgment delivered List year in
Seprember, which struck down the Unios
government's Press Information Burea
fact-checking wnit on the ground that it
violated principles of nasural justice by
permitting unilateral determinations by
the execitive,

Thit Sahyag partal |8 eperated
by th Inedian Cybiencrime
Coerdination Centre |I4C] as 0
centralived platform for ssuing
takadown arders 10 nbernet
Intermmediaries, inchuding
ko operators, internit
servlce providens, sodal media
platforms, and web-hoating
Sirviced,

-

I March, Elon Mush-gwned X
filesd & writ petiian in the
Kamnataka High Cownt
challenging the lgality of the
Sahyog portal, which it
described o8 o “censorship
portal.”

-

Digrtising ¥'s challange as

" disvid af mirt," Justice
Magaprasanna described
Sahyog as both an “nstrument
af puldic good" and a “beacen
af capperation betwesn ciizen
and Intermediang.”
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An overhaul: Demonatrators march in support of Palestinkans near the Microselt Bulld conference, calling for the termination of Microsoft

O A2uR
-ﬂ"‘ OR APARTHEID

¢ END ALL AZURE

CONTRACTS WITH IOF

& fzure contracts with Israel in Washington, U.S. on May 21,

The Wassenaar Arrangement: the need to
reform export control regimes

While the Arrangement has expanded to incude controls on ‘intrusion software’, the s

phsical exports of devices, chips, and hardws

he modern Internet is built on
wast computing backbones that

it ver

comj
them, Microsoft h
indispen:

simall nimber of

e control, Among
become
bl to governments waorldwide,

But when its infrastructure was used to

deepen lsracl's repre:

ssion of Palestina
the episode raised ditheult questions

about how export regimes can govern

services they
when those

regimes are intermation

isgtinviecl

s were drafted, Export
reements

between supplier countries to control the

export of sensitive goo

ard
o prevent the proliferation

of weapons of mass destruction.

The Wassenaar Arrangement

“export control regim
arms and du
te hnelogi
framewaork,

F
commit to control lists and exc

enforoem
In 200

defeat
and certs
cybersin

y important insteument is the
- Arrangerment, amul
for con
use goods and

untary coardination
pating st

s
nitional

it

the Arrangement expanded to
inelude controls on "intrusion software”,
that is, software ll("kl[!lll"l' s by
ity protections of networks
1 surveilance o
eims. The strictire

o

of the Arrangement wis however
conceived inan era when control meant
i dees, chips,
te., and softwire

ramsfers were written off as

cickental.

As aresult, many technology and

the Arrangement does
access, use or administ

o be an export in every context
o eliffer on how they
ansfer. T
1 model
tiers b

allows cou
interpret a technolog
softwire service (54
partheular eomiplicate

e to cloud
. For example,

e modules,

here the user remately imokes a
functionality instesd of installing it
locally, and the Arrangement can’t sy
whether that's an export of o controlled
technology.

Maoreover, s the Arrangement is based
on eonsensus, any member can block

s controlled, the
ment requires individual

countries to implement controls as per

their domestic expart control legislation,

which aften ditfers in ambsition and

political will. As a result, the

Arrangement's coverage is patchy and

v states hive loopholes to allow

“defensive security research” and internal

technology transfers,

A need to re-evaluate

|I1l||d]|ll|1l‘d the Wasser 'nrriuu.vlnml

it engagement has Lirgely been
about securing legitimacy in global
export-control r
pressiig for the Af
the era of the cloud. A

mbership of the Ilm:m || s be
ling, the regime rem
mast likely to be
il repression.
i the Arrangement into
aperation: |1 rele cope needs o
i example

explicitly include infrastructure and
servh at enable
surveillance, profiling, discrimination,
and real time control and systems that
break national boundaries (for example,
regional Biometric systems or
cross-horder d ansfers Hnked to
ing). Incl Iull:iu,. st |1 Il\hnul.m:is's in

ensive, hr|1:|:n uses under
strict safeguards and Heensing,
Second, a major obstacle §
control regimes conceptualise
‘export’ as physical transfer or downle

many

s aresult, many inform:

I the cloud, an export can also be
remotely executed or inveked in APLealls,
The Arrangement thus needs binding
gulll.mw Ih.ll treats remote enablement,

export if they provi
controlled technology. 'I'h e ment
shaouild also embed end-use controls more
systematically, While classical export
control is about military wse or the
proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, for clowd services and ¢
ce the risk is s humian ||p,h|<
nse b0 use
SO B mu]up,) :ﬂ!un:ltldtp‘-ﬂtl on the
item's tec hnical specs as well as on the
ity of the user, the jurisdiction, the
ght reg hee begal mandate, and
the risk of misiis
T

should inste:
y o framewor

nlc:pl i Iumllm.
with obligations that
ards

interoperability standards,

watchlist of lagged customers or entities,
and exchange rec i
example, when a cloud provider offers
certain services wo a blacklisted state.

“ifth, cloud and Al technology meove at
high veloc nd the Arrangement needs
o b g gile. This ean be Facilitated
by a spe nﬂid technical committes or
secretariat that's empowered to propose
m upcates, fast-track high priority
controls, and receive inputs from
independent experts. The Arrangement
should consider adopting a sunset
mechanism that caises items to fall out of
the control list unless their inchusion is
renewed, In fact, given the additional
challenge of ghobal consensius, the
Arrangement miy also consider hosting a

ructure of the Arrangement is such that control means
iom ows related o cloud services Bl in grey areas

domain-specific control regime for Al,
digital surveillance, eyber weapons

ch aligns with the overall |\1.m1i' while
passessing the ability to evolve faster,

Is such reform realistic?
Some powerful states ¢
controls of cloud serv
wirtild st

resist stricter
by arguing i

ilmm'ini::n + BOVET

ite industry. A smi

|I|l|.l|lrl|l¥ can still block ch
Arrangement as it exi
that benefit from providing surw
technologies ahroa rther, mapping
cloud systems to control categories;

llt'ﬂ e thresholds; distinguishing Iwnu.n
mialign use, and implementing
cross-border | i s an extremely
intricite Ll
el a pr. it path is possible

ges to the
ly those

and

Iy in

g
expart controls on technologies'
currently bevond the Arrange
reach, The EU's dual-use regu
trits th

under Ihr UN Guiding Principles, because
eloud provicers are Lirge
Interconnected.

cler t'xpﬂll controls could join
ts cluty
ts on ;|u|'||l|c procurement to
reinforce incentives on providers to refuse
certain customers,

the Am:u'mt-nt still

export mnlrul. systeins, buit
specially the LS. Export Administration
Regulations and the EU dual-use rules,
llldwlllh from it

Microsoft’s own whitepaper on export
controls refers to such regimes as part of
its compliance framework. In pract
|1nwt wer, the realities of cloud services
ignificant gap
ing rrangerment incapable of
dere l|||9|[' shield against the misuse
of eloid services.

DAILY QUIZ

On International Translation Day, test your knowledge of the art and profession

that bridges languages

year did the Uy
by acdopt the
Internatianal Translation €

o sl o

QUESTION 4

What s the official t
Trar N Day 2025
(9

QUESTION 5

Which doc

amang th

wtian afficially des
10 Translation D

Lages

aof the United

cultures

k
Visusl question:

GALLEFRIA BORGHES £/ CARAVAGGID

, and nation

Intermational Transbation Day |5 celebrated on the birth anniversary of this man. Identify him.

Quastions and Answers to the previous
day’s daily quiz: L The defintion of &
foreshock. Ans: A smaller quake that
precedes a larger malnshock

2. The definition of an aftershack. Ans: A
smaller quake following a malnshack In

3. The term for the point on the Earth's
sisrface directly above the hypacentre. Ans:
Eplcent
4. This law relates the frequency of
earthquakes to their magnitude. Ans:
Gutenberg-Richter law

5. This global belt accownts for the majority
of earthquakes. Ans: The Pacific Ring of
Flre

Wisual: This was the modst powerful
earthquake of the 218t century. Ams: The
2004 Indlan Ocean earthguake and
Teunuml

Early Blrds: Sadhan Kumar Pandal C.
Saravanan| Tito Shiladitya| Sukdey Shet|
Sadhan Kumar Panda

rrom

Know your
English

s your excuse for being Lite this

"1'm sorTy. 1 into Mrs Mythreye and
tarted talking.
1 see, Die you rum into Mr Mythreye as
well?"

"Don't be silly! Mrs Mythreye's
hushand's name is Javaraman. | always

his wife, Mythrey
"L Mrs
"Right ainl Or she can be c

in. But it's wromng te

nat s it with a
i mple,
Mrs L
[:‘)P.I + But you cannot
reter to Iwr as ‘Mrs Uma
“But what if the woman happens to be
adoctor?”
he same rule applies. If the woman
is a doctor and she is married, then you
usee thie husband's surname. In Uma's
[T

e ol b D, Ui
s right. You ¢
Lt wonihd be wrong to ¢

sopal
an also call her Dr.
Il heer D,

Gop
Uma."

1 see, But tell me, some people pat a
some people
don't, Which is correct? Is it ‘Mrs) or
‘Mirs "

"Both are correct. When you write the
wiord 'Mrs’, vou can have a full stop after
it 1 you don't want to have it, you

Thiat makes sens
‘Ms" before the m
sarne thing as "Miss’, de

"N, it ddoesn't. First of
is pronounced like the 2" in
‘So the word is promoune l‘ll i
what's the diffe w between ‘Ms” and
Tiss?"

Soame wormen put
t means the

title used with une 1
w0 used with little girls as

1 knowy thatt”

‘Ms’", on the other hand, i a word

wias coined during the Women's

o Movernent.”

‘Why did women invent this word?”
They didi't want people to

they were married or not”

“When Lrefer to someone as Mr
il 1 have no clue as to
whether he s married or noe”

n Mrs
Iy know that

]
“But when 1 call a wo
tan, you immedi
she is married.
“mnd similarly when you address

sormeode ‘Miss aiman’, you know Hhit
not married
xactly! And that's why wo
wirnbed a tithe which woulkd not
others of their marital status.”

ccame up with the title ‘Ms

(8
Pubdished in The Hindu on April 14,
1998,

Word of the day

Insouciance:

the cheerful feeling you have when nothing is
troutding you

SYNONYIMS: canelreenass, lightheartednoss

Usage: ater started a new jab, | last my serse
of inseucionce,

Pronunciation: rewsthlive/

inseuciancepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fmisusians/

For feedback and suggestions far
Text & Contest, please wiite to
letters@thehindu.co.dn
with the subject ‘Tet & Contest’

»

_|_
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLYVES US ALL

"T'HE NEW TARIFF

Tariffs on pharmaceutical products by Trump administration
will reverberate. It sharpens challenge for India's policymakers

ASTWEEK, US President Donald Trump provided another pollcy shock thatre-

verberated across the world when b

impose a 100 per cent tariff on branded or patented pharmaceutical products,

'a 50 per cent tariff on kitchen cabinets, bathroom vanities and associated prod-
ucts, and a 25 per cent tariff on heavy trucks from October 1.Of course, the pharma tar-
iffecreated the biggest ripples. The US accounts for almost 40 per centof Indian pharma-
ceutical exports, and until now, pharma exports were exempt from the 50 per cent tariffs
i d by the Trump ini; tom on Indian goods. Not surprisingly. India's pharma
stocks took a severe hiton Friday. The Nifty Pharmaindex, which is designed to reflect the
behaviour and performance of the pharmaceutical sector in India, fell by more than 2 per
cent as the news spread. The fate of many individual pharmaceutical stocks was worse.
Forinstance, Sun Pharma declined by 49 per cent, Biocon by 3.8 per cent, Abbott India Led
oy 3.5 per cent.and Zydus Lifesciences was down 3.4 per cent.

The new tariffs were announced after the LS Department of Commerce launched a
range of inwestigations under Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Actof 1962, Taniffs an-
nounced under this section are different from the so-called “reciprocal tariffs” under the
Intermational Emergency Economic Powers Act [IEEPA ) As tariffs under [EEPA have come
underincreasing judicial scrutiny — and have even been struck dowem by some LS courts
— the Trump Administration has increasingly moved towards using Section 232 of the
Trade Expansion Act in a bid to ring-fence new tariffs. It is also notable that the ne tar-
iffs are more sectoral in nature, not against any one specific country. The new list adds to
the existing sectoral tariffs onimports of steel, aluminium, auto and auto parts aswell as
copper. Another significant aspect is that these tariffs are likely directhy towards branded
and patented medicines, not generics (off-patents). This means Indian exports may not
beas severely affected although more clarity is needed on this matter, especially in rela-
tion to “branded” generics.

The fact that the Trump administration has imposed vet another layer of tariffs should
not come as a surprise either te policymakers or companies or indeed investors. Trump
stays determined to bring manufacturing back to the US as well as to bridge the trade
deficit with all countries. Reports suggest that more sectoral tariffs, such as on semicon-
ductors, are in the offing. For Indian policymalers, the task is threefold, One, toconclede
atrade deal as quickly as possible to limit the damage. Two, toopen up new markets and
deepen existing ones. And most importantly, to undertake and accelerate domestic re-
forms to make Indian businesses more efficient.

CHIEF DEFLECTOR

Paper leakin Uttarakhand is part of a dismal pattern. CM
Dhami's attempt to communalise the issue is troubling

ed that hi ion would

HE QUESTION PAPER beak in the L Subordinate Servi ction
Commission [UKSS5C) exam for graduate-level posts, and the response of
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami to the p the streets

of Dehradun and spread across the state, ane. dlsqu)mru;'ﬂn:y point to a state
apparatus incapable of safeguarding the integrity of public examinations and unwilling
to reckon with the consequences of its own failures. This is not the first time the UKSSSC
has found itself mired in controversy, nor is it the only recruitment body in the state to
come undera coud. Infanuary 2023, the L 1 Public Service e JKPSC)
had to cancel its patwari and accountant exam over allegations of malpractice. In
December 2021, the UIKS55C was similarty hit by a paper leak. For a state with a high level
of unemployment, one that is also being hollowed out by migration — entire villages in
Uttarakhand have been emptied of the young, who have left in search of better Liveli-
hoods — the message is dispiriting: Merit and hard work count for litthe in a system that
«can be so easily rigged. In this context, Chief Minister Dhami's response to the protests
seeme particularhy tone-deaf — and troubling. He has resorted to communal diog whis-
tle politics, labelling it “nakal fhod” Announcing an SIT o investigate the incident, he has
attempted to discredit the protesters for “anti-national and anti-sanmatan” shogans. His at-
tempts to deflect and divert — =..the youth are wise and nationalistic as our state shares
borders with two countries, and they belong to Devbhoomi, so they will move forward
with these ideals”, the (W zaid — reek not merely of gaslighting but of a disregard for the
shared frustration and dlstn:ss n{thusc Dl.ll on the streets, across religions.

Inrecent years, h Dmpromised ac ch
as Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal, each case leaving behind a trail of disil-
lusioned aspirants, their trustin the public recruitment system chipped away by cormup-
tion. The September 21 examination in Uttarakhand, meant tofill 416 vacances across po-
sitions such as patwari, lekhpal and village development officer, saw over 40,000
candidates appearin 121 centres ac alone. In a country where nearly 65 per
«cent of the population is under the age of 35, the tumout reflects the desperation of a

generation navigating afr market, o ploy remains one
ofthe few perceived lifelines to social mobility and economic stability.
The burdenisc expand opp Hwilltake ritual inves-

tigations, lip service or attempts to deflect from the issue at hand. It needs compassionand
sincerity of intent. Uttarakhand's youth deserve a future that isn't sabotaged by the incom-
petence — and cynicism — of the powerful.

THE QUIET ART

Gaitonde’s understanding of nature informed the tranquility of
his work, each canvas asilent prayer and reflective offering

ORW S CAITONDE, both lifie and art were an act of spiritual discipline, rooted in

silence. Much Eke his reclusive temperament, the stillness of the vast fields of

meditative colours and floating forms on his canvases urged introspection,

delving into the silence within rather than the cacophony without. The same
quiet intensity of a still mind defined his 1970 carvas painted in shades of luminous vel-
low and transluce ntochre that has commanded a staggering Rs 67.08 crore at a Saffronart
auction in Delhi, making it the second most expensive Indian artwork to be sold at an
auction; second only to MF Husain's 1954 Untitled [ Gram Yatn), which fetched more than
Rs 118 crore in March 2025,

Hailed as a “genius" by Husain, unlike his contemporaries, Gaitonde steered away
from the political and the social, opting instead for the non-representational and the ethe-
real. Though hl:dld cxp:nmcmwnh the figurathve in the "40s — a period that also sawhim
immersed inInd i raditi contours of hi were meanttofade
away. As the lines softened and the imagery became obscure, colour gradations gained
prominence and by the mid-"50s he had discovered the “non-objective”, which he held
distinct from the abstract, even asserting: *There is no such thing as abstract art”.

The artist often sat in quiet contemplation gazing at the vast sea from a bench outside
the Bhulabhai Desai Memorial Institute in Mumbai — where he occupied a studio in the
"Gl He took on the world with the same ir force. Whilk
from his engagemients with Zen philesaphy prompeed by Eugen Herrigel's book Zen in the
ArtofArchery to his interest in the philosophical and spiritual teachings of liddu Krishnamurti
and Ramana Maharshi, his deep understanding of nature also informed the tranquility of
his art, with each canvas meant to be a silent prayer and quiet offering.
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WorDLY WISE
ART WASHES AWAY FROM THE SOUL THE
DUST OF EVERYDAY LIFE.

— Panio Plcasso

No, cricket is not war

By treating it as such, both India and Pakistan do the
game —and its future — a disservice

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

AN INVALUABLE ALL-ROUNDER of Don
Bradman's “Invincible” team of the late
1940, Keith Miller once had to crash-land
his fighter jet during World War 1. Going to
workin his Romyal fustralian Air Force fatigues
before he donned the Baggy Green, Miller
had seen death from close quarters while
taking on the Germans in the skies.

Dwring his second innings, in the middle
of a tense Ashes tour, the straight-talking
Aussie was once asked about the pressure of
playing againstarch-rivals England. Folklore
has it that Miller gave an almighty sooff fol-
lewied by these famous lines: “Pressure is a
Messerschmitt (German fighter jet up your
a""e. Maying cricket is not."

Probably the only man in history to have
undertaken dangerous sorties and played
top-level cricket, Miller underlined the
ridiculousness of comparing brutal con-
frontations on a battlefield with the far more
genteel and entertaining sporting face-offs.

But in this Asia Cup, which took place
months after the mostlhy aerial conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan, cricketers, admin-
istrators and top politicians of the two na-
tiomns have tried to merge these two worlds.
They have overplayed cricket’s significance
and symbalism.

All tl\n:lughthl: tDanaman playc(s in

Jjocks, with frequent war references and juve-
nile one-upmanship. If one day a Pakistan
player, fielding on the fence where the Indian
fanswere seated, mimicked anaircraftin free-
fall, in the next match, an Indian bowler did
the same after uprooting his stumps. Press
oonferences have indulged in “whataboutery™
and “who started it" debates.

Media by ideally, islanc
ityin an emotionally charged atmosphere —
haven't remained untouched, either, There
have been abusive exchanges between re-
porters from both sides of the border during
the India-Pakistan games. Here, too, re-
minders of military operations and unveri-
fied claims of death and destruction have
been used by both sides to win debates.

Primme Minister Narenidra Maodi described

T spant, at worst, adefeat
means a hearthreak, tears shed
into a towel soaked with
sweat.. Wars end in coffing
reaching homes, orphans,
families prieving a lifetime.
War offers real do-or-die
situations, not the metaphors
cricket writers allude to. Let's
not belittle the dogfights of
|1|ilitz|r}'i|:l_'i by comparing
them toa bat-ball contest in
the slog overs

India’s winin the final as*Operation Sindoor
onthegames field". Before the final. Mohsin
Maqvi, the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCE) chief
—whois also his country’s Interior Minister
— had reposted on social media an image of

tobe judged by the result of a cricket match.
Sport is a great leveller and it has a habit of
palling down the over-confident and those
who don't respect its vagaries. Flayers need
mguard rhclrtuﬂ they don’t need non-

his top players in olive air force
The BCCl secretary, Devajit Saikia, would add
his bit. *Our armed forces have delivered it
i the border area, now the same thing has
been repeated in Dubai. ., It was Operation
Sindpor earlier and now it is Operation Tilak,"
he said, refierring o the incredibly mature
knock by Man of the Match Tilak Varma that
took India home in the final.

Mo one seems to be worred about hang-
ing way too much on a game of gloriows un-
certainties. This Asia Cupwasn't the last time
India and Pakistan played cricket; it wasn't
some end-of-the-world apocalyptic duel.
There will be more rounds and different re-
sults, and the shoe could well be on the other
foot. Inaweek'stime, the India and Pakistan
women's teams will be meeting in a World
Cup game. They lock horns at a neutral
wenue: Colombo, 5 Lanka. Mext year, the
men will meet again, this time fior the World
T20. As the edge-of-the-seat Asia Cup final
showed, cricket, especially the T20 format,
5 a sportof fine margins.

Had the Pakistan wicket-keeper not
fluffed an easy run-out, the day's hero,
Varma, wouldn't have been around to pull
off a miracle. Had Pakistan not committed
hara-kiri and had their middle- and lower-
orderbatsmen not collapsed in a heap, India
might have failed to win this tense race. A
slip-up here, a rub-of-green there and the
tide could have turned. Had Pakistan won
the final, would that have symbolised their
military superiority over India?

Batwhen victory ona cricket field is less
about celebrating your own success and
more about being hurtful towards others,
lines get crossed. When the stakes are soil-
Iogically high, watching cricket ceases to be
a pleasurable pursuit and becomes a nerve-

cricket ac the agenda for them.

Ower the last fortnight, Suryakumar
‘Yadav has broken a longstanding captain's
code. After his team's second winin the tour-
nament aver Pakistan, he declared the end
ofcricket's most storked rivalry. Without any
provocation, he said that Pakistan was no
longer a match for India. Even if statistics
show that Indians win more often these days,
captains as a rule don't write off their rivals.

Far more competent batsmen and much
more successful captains than Suryakumar
— Sachin Tendulkar, Souray Ganguly, Rahul
Dravid, M 5 Dhoni, Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma
— haw: taken the dais after even gﬂndm

Pakistan, bu b
arrogance. Indian captains, historically, are
knowen for their grace and quiet confidence
imtheir teams; they never made such sweep-
ing statements of superiority. They knew
hiow o respect rivals and rivalry. Amidst the
woorst political tensions, they shook hands
and kept the chatter to cricket.

Orperation Tilak was an exemplary crick-
eting triumgph, a rare instance of a batsman
keeping his poise during a difficult chase in
a high-pressure final It doesn't need any
metaverse, cosplaying references. Operation
Sindoor was a compulsion with very differ-
et Consequences.

Insport, atwworst, a defeat means a heart-
break, tears shed into a towel soaked with
sweat and a fiew days of social media rolling.
Wars are grim affairs. Unlike incricket, there
is no DRS or second chance. Wars end in
coffins reaching homes, orphans, widows
and families taking a lifetime todieal with the
boss. War offers real do-or-die situations, not
the anes cricket writers allude to in theirre-
ports. Let's not belittle the dogfights of mili-
tary jets in the sky by comparing them to a

Jangling ordeal. bat-ball contest in the slog overs.
Itlsn‘tmsr tualln’wthrpndcnfananm
andisc in: S sandeep owi

indicLcom

MyTH AS MIRROR

‘Jugnuma’weaves a parable about land, belonging and survival

WANI TRIPATHI TIKOO

INDIAMN CINEMA HAS ahways carried a para-
dion On the one hand, it thrives on spectacle —
song, dance, cobour, and drama that over-
wihelm the senses.On the other, it harbours a
guicter tradition: Films that refuse noise, that
slip intex the folds of allegory and fable to say
something sharper about who we are.
Jugnuma: The Fable, Raam Reddy's new fea-
ture starring Manej Bajpayee, belongs firmly
tovthe latter category.

A first glance, its story seems deceptively
simple. Dev, a landowner in the Himalayan
foathills, tends to his apple orchards even as
wildfires creep doser: The villagers whisper
about nomadic horsemen. His wifie, Mandini,
struggles with his growing detachment. Dev
busies himself with an odd, quixotic inven-
tion: Wings that he hopes will Lift him away
from despair. Around themn, lullabies, folktales,
and whispers of myth form a quiet chorus.

“et, beneath this simplicity lies a dense
parable about Land, belonging, and survival
In the burning orchards of Jugmma lies the
burning world we all inhabit Wildfires are
never just natural disasters. Every blaze ex-

deeper crisis: Fragile ec
aged by climate change, unsustamable devel-
opment. and weak governance. But Reddy's
film refuses the language of reportage. Instead,
fire becomes ametaphor Itis the creeping un-
ease of a community on edge, the suspicon
that turns neighbour against neighbour, and
the despair that makes Dev dream of flight.
There is a political bite here. When villagers
point fingers at nomads, the film echoes are-
curring pattern in Indian society: The ten-

What, then, does Tugnuma'
offer us in 20257 Itoffersa
mirror toour burning
landscapes — from
Uttarakhand's foreses to the
fields scorched by heatwaves,
Tt warns us about the ease
with which communiti

fracture under fear. It insists
uyLl::i. and fables

are not relics

Whoowns t]n.urlen] who
labours on it, and who burns
when fire come

dency to scapegoat the vulnerable. Much of
the film's texcture comes from nyth and fable.
Fntthcsglcmagamslsrrm RmeIIN:(‘m

remind us that despairisan active foroe, shap-
g how commuunities fracture, dreams turn
brittle, hm-\rcsca;cbm:lmcs mun:lrmptlng

Shome] tells stor

Even Dev's wings fize] drawn from some for-
gotten folktale. For international audiences,
myth often appears in Indian cinerna as ex-
otic embellishment. But fugmuma insists on-
mythas amodeof survival. Across India, mar-
ginalised communities keep alive their
strugeles through oral traditions, songs, and
rituals. In fugnum, fable is political.

At the heart of the filmis the orchard. It is
Irvelihood, begacy, and contested terrain. Land
imlIndia has never been newtral It is bound up
with caste hierarchies, inheritance disputes,
and the fraught politics of displacement. In re-
cent years, debates on land acquisition, min-
ing beases, and industrial corridors have ex-

than cor ion. Bajpayee
wwith rare precision, making Dev a mirror of
ourtimes: Conflicbed, complicit, and longing.
Indian cinema's mtm’natlunal image re-
mains polarised: Bolk ceon
one side, Satyajit Ray's realist humanism on
theother, fiugmma belongs to neither camp. it
leans closer to auteurs like Andrei Ta
or Apichatpong Weerasethakul, wlw use
dreamscapesand ask
thons. This makes fugmma significant not just
a5 afilm but as a cultural intervention.
What, then, does Jugnuma offer us in
20257 It offiers a mirror to our burning land-
scapes — from Uttarakhand's forests to the
fields scorched byhr:atwms It Warns us

posed the cracks in India's

ahaut th ith

mudel Farmers’ protestereminded the nation
that land is not just an economic asset but a
Eifeline, an identity. fugnuma distils these de-
batesinto allegory. Theorchard burns, not only
because of climate, but because the owner-
shipof land itself is abways under fire. Dev, as
landowmer, is complicitin this structure even
& he moums its lnss. Hiswings symbolise the
ellite’s desire to escape responsibility. In this
sense, Reddy's Fable is a critique of privilege.

Any parable risks floating away into ab-
straction What anchors fugmmris Bajpayee's
performance. He choases restraint. Dev isof-
tensibent, absorbed in thought. his glances un-
finished, his gestures besitant. [t isin these si-
bences that the film's political poweer lies. They

ture under fear. It insists that stories, rnyms

and fabiles are notrelics but living strategies of
resistance.And itasks usto question privilege:
Who mwns the orchard, wholaboursonit.and
who burns when fire comes?

Inan erawhere politics often promises cer-
tainty but delivers onby crisis, Jugnumais rad-
icalinits refusal toprovide closure. It does not
tedl ws how to stop the fire. Jtonby makes ussit
with the smioke, the silence, and the fireflie.
For Indian cinema, that is no small achieve-
ment. For Indian society, it is a reminder we
cannot afford to ignore.

The writer is o themtre actor,
Sfibmmaker and film producer
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BARNALA MINISTRY

that exists between India and Bhutan,

AMID REJOICING BY a big gath asix-

havebeen laid", the

member Akali ministry, led by Surjit Singh
Barnala, was swom in by Governor Arjun
Singh at Raj Bhavan in Chandigarh. The five
ministers, all of Cabinet rank, are Balwant
Singh, Amrinder Singh, Sukhjinder Singh,
BasantSingh Khalsa and Major Singh Uboke.
Slogans of *|obole sonihal, sat s akal” were
raised as they took the oath of office.

PM 1N BHUTAN

PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi and King
Jigme Singye Wangehuck of Bhutan resohed
toconsolidate the close and weanm friendship

epaper.| mduansxpm@m .. .

twi leaders intheir respective speeches noted
with satisfaction thatit was possible fora large
country like India and a small neighbour like
Bhutan to “oo-exist in perfiect harmony, trust
amd cooperation.”

ErstaD Eases CURBS

BANGLADESH MILITARY RULER Lt Gen
Hussain Muhammad Ershad is finally going
to allows restricted political activities. He
banmed political activities on March 1 when
the bwo major opposition alliances and the
fundamentalist Jamaat-e-Islami refused to

participate in the elections till the fulilmentof
their five-point demands, which induded the
withdrawal of martial law. restoration of
democracy. holding of pariamentary elec-

mubdnrrtrtputs»dcmalpolls. Fra:dnmu(

P wce of the judiciany.

Lonpon RioTs

THIRTY-S[X PEOPLE were injured when a
mob of about 300 Black youths surged
through the streets of Brixton district, burm-
ing cars and buildings and kooting shops af-
ter the police accidentally shot a Black
wwoman. Ten of the injured were palice offi-
cers and 26 civilians, including seven jour-
nalists and firemen.
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Between state and people

In these uncertain times, Partha Chatterjee’s new book is an opportunity to reckon
with our past with an eye to the future

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

WHEN WAS THE last time we had a book of
such breadth and depth on Indian politics? |
asked myself this question as [ finished read-
ing Partha Chatterjee's recent boak For o fust
Repubtic: The People of Indfa and the State. My
mind raced back to Rajni Kothari's Pofitics in
Intia, an iconic book published in 1971 that
transformed theway we think about the sub-
Ject. Ina similar way, Chatterjee’s latest offer-
ing promises to change the way we study
Indian paolitics since Independence.

This much-awaited book weaves together
the many threads that Chatterjee has spun
owver the last four decades in his multiple
avatars, Chatterjee, the historian of ideas, had
alerted s to the derivative aspects of our na-
tionalist thought Chatterjee, the ghost writer
for Charvak, had busted the myths the Indian
nation likes to tell about itself. Chatterjee, the
subaltern studies schalar, had drawn our at-

ity through which the pmp]l: are controlled
Iy the state. Chatterjee, the anthmpologistof
power, noted how the people resist these
mawes by snatching piecemeal concessions

between the state and the people, the two
keywords in the subtitle of the book. On the
one hand, we have a formal state apparatus
that buildson the legal-administrative frame
of the colonial state while claiming the cul-
tural legacy of an ancient civilisation and offer-
imgg liberal governance to its citizens. This lib-
eral constitutional form of representative

i ist rulers inturmn
in control These writi

ar seeks to secure the rule of the
dclmnanr capnallst class through coercion

its tnits subjects
“Mati

madcchan'cnm into an al:adcmu: superstar.
have b for stu-

dents of ! Soudmnan hlswu'_l,' and palitics.
Yot hils Deu-
wre. He owed us an overall account of palitics
in mnmmary]ndna that went beyond the

hints hiswrit-

state” is Chatterjes’s mame for this
Layer thatis atonce culturally thin but increas-
gy powerful in terms of its regulatory and
COBTCIVE CApacity.

Beneath this formal Iayel on the Dthﬂ
hand, we

inggs, that was not just imited to a critique, that
offered us a way forward. This is what

to play by the given scnpt_Thls realityisan-
chored differently in different regions of

jee does in For o fust Republic. And he  India and varies by its unique caste, class and
does it in a way that only he can. He surveys gcnd.clcunrgulatm Irshapcsvcry diffe
of acadernic spread ions of Indi. lindif-

owver fields as diverse as the hlstury of politi-
calideas, political ethnography, regional his-
tory, political econormy, cubtural studies, gen-
der studies and normative political theory,
while synthesising all that material into a
meta-argument. This is among the many rea-
sons this book is going to stay on the book-
shehves for a long time to come.,

Besides the breadth andd.epth this book
shares something substantial with Kothari's
n:lnlcbml: Poditics in indinbrole metiu: lazy

Indnw\a i

lmm parts of the country — with deep re-
gional memories and only a shallow shared
history of the nation, When the fiction oflib-
eral governance hits this ground, it has to
reckon with and make exceptions for social
groups and communities of poor and disad-
vantaged people. The logic of rulbe-based gov-
ermance has to give way to popaulist politics
with a focus on short-term welfare and in-
wenting an enemy. The dream of capitalist
demacracy has to confront the reality of a
yast populationint sectorthatis

trac W wedna-

tion and a liberal democracy. Kothari argued
that politics was pivatal to India's unigque mod-
r:mlsanm precisely because politics in post-

for capitalism but essential for po-
litic itis v.Ch i i

R Sasikumar

core of the new nation-state.
Theway forwartl then, is toinstitutionalise
and deepen the Ingl: of pmplc—nannn This
a federation
makes
nance of one region and the Hindi language
amd evolves unigque measures for each region
oy allovwy for its special requirements. This
weould alsoentail an acceptance of coalition as
tate form of politic
the Cenire with due acl nt of the
rolie of regional parties. At admpmmaglna—
tive plane, it requires a
niess of India as a body of citizens who share
deephistory and memory ufdv:lrmpmhta
shallow
What, then, istobe done? Cham'qre sug-
gestsa threefold shiftin deployving our politi-
cal cmrglrs First, we should shift our atten-

WWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Trump and Netanyahu will face each other on Monday: The responsibility now
lies with the US President: he must insist, as be knows how to, and finally bringa

deal that will rebease the hostages and end the bloodbath.”

— HAARETZ, ISRAEL

The company
Pakistan keeps

With growing transactional ties with the US,
defence pact with Saudi Arabia, Rawalpindi may
feel more emboldened

The manner inwhich Munir has been
feted by Trump seems tosugeest a substan-
tive security content in the discussions. It
could notbej C ism. Are

nlist
port in the: |:r.|nn:xt of Iran or Afghanistan?
Thv:TaIlhan is resisting the US demand Fm

SHARAT SABHARWAL

THE WIDELY CIRCULATING images of US
President Donald Trump's recent meeting
withPakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and army chief Asim Munir evoke the
Punjabi expression “Robh khair kere (May
God keep everything well)". The US and
Pakistan have never had strategic congru-
ence, but have perindically come together in
a transactional relationship with dlsasl:ruls
C P Thnr Cold War

the B, airbase. Pakistan al
bencann,gabrralm\gpmnnmhtrtTallhm
inter alia,on the issue of alleged teror attacks
from Afghan soil. Could the tvwo sides join
hancls to exert pressure on the Talihan?
Further, Pakistan signed a Strategic
Mutual Defence )\grcemmt with Saudi
Arahbia recenthy, wi
cncrshyﬂwmnndesmapusm‘hk?aklm
nuclear umbrella for Saudi Arabia However,
‘this sensitive aspect does not seem o have
mm::l any nr.m proliferation souls in
ic

apubl
Er.luld it be that the Americans

and the JS fimanci

tuming into a praetorian force, encouraging
it to pursue deleteriows policies within and
outside Pakistan. Their association during the
“Afghan jihad™ unleashed the most retro-
gradereligious zealots, who have continued

to haunt the region and the global commu-
nity for mver three d.ecadrs and ha\v: finally

d the LIS

were kept in the loop and see a role for
Pakistanin thesecurity architecture of West
Asia under their utelage? The Americans
may also want Pakistan to be part of the
International Stahilisation Force envisaged
in the 21-point plan o Gaza prv:mntrdby
Trumy

“York on September 24. Incidentally, Sharif
has lauded Trump's efforts to bring an im-

come home to roost. P
‘War on Terror under duress, but played a
Janus-faced role in bringing the Taliban,
which had been custed at the beginning of
the campaign, back to power in Kabul. In a
classic case of fatal attraction, the US has
comne hadk bo partnerwith the Pakistan armmy:
The aforementioned mesting comes in
the hackdmop of the Pakistan-115 bonhomie
inmecent months, which signals anew trans-
actional phase. Injune, Trump hosted Munir
aralnﬂmn n'lcctlr@mllm\v\'hll‘rﬂunc

maymtbekncrwnrarqullrmt time. But
let us look at what lies behindit.

natior PO, It appears ta have originated with the
Accordingly, our focus must shift from all- Trump family's reported interest in the
A i onductedi ish and na- c i i i thereby provid-

tional media to the regional languages. fnd
the focus of economic policies should shift to
the mobilisation of small and middbe enter-

ing the Pakistanis a valuable connection to
the White House. They then dangled thecrit-
ical mmera]s carmot, resulting in a US com-

W million

prises in the regions. Second, our b

wvith law as an instrument for soci,

‘Nationestate’ is Chatterjee’s
naine for the Layer that is at
once c.ultunllv ‘thin but

incr ly |)<ml.'rﬁ|l in terms

reality “people-nation”.
Chatterjee locates the enduring crisis of

dard scri Tacies His 1 F~nati
wasa sbmydr]u: asmms:hmg :Il:cpr:nmgr.lf
demucracy society

upon unusual resources like caste and hy
evolving odd paths like the one-party domi-
nant system. Kothari's rsy story was tm hitthe
stonewall of the Emergency within five years
of its publication. He never refeased another
edition of his cwn masterpisce.

Chatterjee’s story is not so rosy, but his

state” and “people-na-
tion”, in the “structural failure to adequately
tailor the inherited state to fit the cultural
form of people-nation”. The crisis is not new.
The pluralist advocates of unity-im-diversity
shared this failurewith the current adwocates
of Hindu rashtra. What we have today is an
uninhibited unfurling of the logic of nation-
state, withovert m)nnrananlsm crrrtra]lsa—

of its regulatory and coercive
capacity. Beneath this formal
layer, we have the ground
reality that refuses to play by
the given script. This reality is
anchored differently in
different regions of India and
wvaries by its unique casee, class
and gender configuration. It
-Ju| s very different

mmufpuuw:r a pupuum rulber pi
ic

starting pointisalso a reject
India is following the European trajectory of
developing into a modern individualist soci-
ety. a capitalist economy and a liberal demao-
cratic state. Instead, what we have in post-
eolonial India is abifurcation of political reality,

anelectey
is split into core zones of capitalist growth
WErsus regions that supply natural resources
orcheap labour. But the roats of the crisis go
back to the Constituent Assembly, when the
imperial state apparatus was accepted as the

ions of Indian
nationhood in ditferent parts
of the country — with deep
regional memories and only
a shallow shared history of

the nation.

ive way ¢
seeks to change the culturally entrenched
popular beliefs. And finally, he has a sugges-
tion for “civil society™: Don't displace or repli-
cate politics, just focus on improving the in-
tegrity of public institutions.

“You could quarrel with these operational
suggestions. ¥ou could fault his normatie vi-
sion. You could confront his core argument
about the “nation-state” versus the formula-
tion of “people-nation”. 1 can already antici-
pate a series of questions about the relation-

that co-exist, or twe comipete, or

Islamabad and Rawa]p'mdi were quick
o endorse Trump's repeated claims of hav-
ing "stopped a war” between India and
Paldistanin May, and nominated him for the
Nobel Peace Prize.

Mot much is known about the content
of the meeting. Sketchy information re-
leased by the Prime Minister's Office
speaks of Sharif inviting US imestment in
the agriculoure, information technology,
mining and energy sectors, and discussing
counterterrorism cooperation. But the
economic content of the meeting seems
Aside from crypto business

wit

two stages that come one after another?

You could ask many more questions. But
wou cannot now write about Indian politics
without reference to Fora Just Republic. You
cannot ask questions about Indian politics
without keeping Chatterjee at the back of
wour mind. That is the hallmark of a great
book. In these uncertain imes, it is an op-
portunity to reckon with our past with an
eye to the future,

The writer is member, Swarj Indio and
national conmvenor af Bharat Joda Abhiyaon

and critical minerals, Pakistan cut a trade
deal with the US at a relatively low tariff
rate of 19 per cent. However, the overall
bilateral erade is low, at alittle over37 bil-
lion per annum. Trump has spoken of the
US role in developing Pakistan's "massive
oil reserves”. But Pakistan does not have
any proven “massive” energy reserves,
and extensive exploration would be an
uphill task in view of Pakistan's current
security environment.

tothe warinGaza, The seare all
possible scenarios. Things should become
dlearer in the coming months.

The road to the latest transactional
phase will not be smoath. We will have
0 it Cosying up o
‘the Trump administration withits relation-
ship with Chma which has widened and

ificanthy. Moreover, intaking
up any security role in West Asia, the
Pakistanis risk getting caught in the quag-
mire of the region and may be biting off
more than they can chew because of their
own fraught security environment.

The upswing in the US-Pakistan rela-
tionship comes atatime when there are se-
rious irritants in the US-India relationship.
The Pakistan-US partnership hasimpacted
us acversely in the past. Resumption of fi-
nancial aid and military supplies by the US
to Pakistan would be amatterof concern to
India, as would enhanced financial flows
from the Saudis or investment by them in
Pakistan's military-industrial complex.
West Asia is India's extended neighbour-
hood and of vital interest to it. Amy role for
Pakistan im its security architecture would
equally be of concemn.

Further, Pald [ fram
the geopolitical tight spat inwhich it had
found itself for over bwo decades because of
its serious internal problems and verrorists

with links toit surfaci

world It
enjys solid support from China, as evident
during Operation Sindoor. The recent de-
fence agreement with Saudi Arabia and the
improving relationship with the US add o
this trend. Experience tells us that when
Pakistan has a stable equation with its key
international partners, it feels emboldened
iy bee mae adventurous towards India. We
will have to keep a close eye on further de-
velopments to safeguard our interests.

iz o former highc

o Pkiston and author of India's Pakistan
Conundrum: Managing a

Complex Relationship

NISHANT SHAH

Your platform, our terms

What India can learn from US's TikTok deal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

KARUR TRAGEDY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "A super-
star's failure’ ([E, September 29). The
tragic stampede in Karur that claimed
dozens of lives was not just a failure of
cmwd manag:mr:nr it was a stark re-
- celebri-

INDIA'S HISTORY WITH global technology
platfiorms has rarely been smooth. Facebook
was summoned before Parliament for am-
plifying hate. Twitter resisted g

By contrast, the US has now crafted just
that. After months of debate about banning
TikTok, Washington has settled on a “third
tradk”. TikTok butunderstrictoon-

orders during the farmers' protests, parthy
complied, and was threatened under new [T
rules. Despite the conflict, India never banned
them. The logic was clear: These

ditions. All US user data must be stored on

jobs and growth, but not thelocalisationinfra-
structure needed to reshape global platforms
ondomestic tenms.

It is true that India has produced home-
ErOwWn p]atfnrms with national mlr.'vam:l:

ties, fragile: puhll: infrastructure, and re-

and the IT Rules provide ¢ pow-
ers, but they are designed more for enforce-
ment after the fact than for negntiated locali-
=ation. India has no institutional pathway to
n:qunc algorithmic audlti data residency. or

ere too deeply embedded in everyday life.

The sought compliance, however

incomplete, mther than exclusion.
The case of TikTok unfolded differently. In
June 2020, amid barder tensions with China,

‘banned overnight. TikTok had miore than 200
million Indian users at the time. For many, it
wasthe first pl.alfannwhmthwomld bevis-
ible. Thisec inaninstant.
No attempt was made to negotiate bocalisa-
tion, no conditional approvals were consid-

TukTolds first fork ByteDance had already cre-
ated bwo versions: Douyin for China, and
TikTak for everywhere else. For global tech
firmes, this is routine: To survive, they must
split. Incalise, and negotiate across jurisdic-
tions. The US deal shows that such adapta-

They have struggled with retention, moneti-

Oml:lrssmm s ‘:nm-r‘ j have built from p like
b inted in and Koo briefly uﬁcmd TikTok.Thmﬂydnkcmswﬂmkod‘l’.
latfi Ewenits rec willbe  an Indian alternative to Twitter. But these re- Changing this trajectory means rethinking
subject tocontrolled inspectionand Bcensing.  mainexceptionsthat highlight theimbalance.  whatourinfrastructures are builtfor, We must
It is worth ing that this is not

begin toimagine cloud and data systems as

sation, andscalmg bcynnd niche co and
ties. India’s di wred be- ipped
coming the backend of the global economy wﬂlhechnulnglsts l.\']vnc.an read code and in-
ower building {omestic oversight ime. Our Laws still

it
In 2018, thL‘

rr]ymoucn:lunasdn:unlylnnl wh.cn thiy
anuId

\pp Pay is a case in

tionis But italso TikTok

T ion ipeli at

itself has built the Alexibility tolive in parallel
forms. India has never attempted this. Nor
have homegrown apps shown the capacity

ered TikTok was treated as dispensable. tobe remaide across conbexts.
ﬂrmamnmmb:mﬂymthma The: i ase

The han poi s the LIS has the capacity it Sovereign

developed the infrastructure orregulatoryca- — clowds, bechinic il andlegal

pacity to negotiate with global platforms that
do not originate in the United States. With
American companies, India has tried towres-
the, evenif often unsuccessfully, With TikTok, it
lacked the imagination or tools to attempt a
negotiated outtome.

mechanisms that enforce compliance. India
lacks such instruments. bts digital econony has
‘been built as global servicing infrastructure:

Datac lients, engineers

1 thatall payr

domestically.
out for nearty three years, but eventually com-
plied. The service launched in phased fashion,
capped at 20 million users, This showed that
Indiacan, under certain conditions, enforce lo-
calisation Butitwas possible only because fi-
nancial transactions fall under a tightly regu-
lated sector with a strong central authority.
‘Outside such domains, India lacks the mecha-

nisms bo comipel adaptation at scale,
edicated reg-

Sodial meds

coding for export, policies that attract out-

ulator with the authority and technical expert-
ise of the REL The Information Technology At

prepare for export should prepare
them equally for the work of domestic over-
sight. Without these shifts, India will keep
building for others, not itself. TikTok's ban in
India beaves behind an important reminder:
Lntil India rebalances its priorities, svery new:
platformwill arrive assomeone else's system,
TUNMNE Cn SOmeone lse's terms.

The writer is pro) “of CGlotanl Medio at
the Chinese University of Hong Kong and fac-
ulty associete at the Berkman Klein Centre for

Internet & Society, Honerd Linfversity

epaperindianexpressicom I .

peated lapses continue
tocost ves in India. The Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam rally led by actor-turned-
poditician Vijay drew a croved far beyond
what was expected, and yet the organ-
isers and bocal authorites failed to en-
sure even the most basic safety meas-
wres. What makes this tragedy maore
painful isits familiarity. Indiahas already

year,
ithe reasons cited remain unchanged.
How long will authorities continue tofall

PLANNING TOMORROW

THIS REFERS TO the article, Food secu-
rity amid uncertainty’ [IE, September
29 The writer rightly underlines the
challenges India faces in ensuring un-
interrupted supplies of gas and fertilis-
ers, which are vital for our agricultural
system. India must diversify its sources
and forge dependable partnerships.
What is impaortant is not just securing
imports but also imvesting in long-term
strategies that reduce overdependence
onany one country. Encouraging inno-
wation in fertiliser production, support-
ing research in substitutes, and building
buffer stocks can help India withstand
global disruptions.

Dattatray S Girl, fune

DIGNITY OF THE GAME

senior dtizen of Tamil Madu, | dip my
head in shame at how this state puts
film stars on a pedestal. The recent
stampede in Karur testifies to the un-
controllable frenzy of the fans who
rushed ina disorderly manner just to
have a glimpse of actor Vijay, resulting
inthe Ioss of 40 precious lives and tens
of severely injured ones being treated
in the 10Us of different hospitals.

“Tharcius § Fernandso, Cernal

back on the same excuses?
Ritika Shahi, Chandigarh  THISREFERSTO the report,“India holds
nerve tobeat Pak..'{IF, September 20).
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Asuper-  Cricketi: 's game, and there
star’s failure’ (IE, September 20). Asa  isnospace for the kind of aggression we

all witnessed during the India-Pakistan
matches at the Asia Cup. It is crucial to
understand that our enemy is state-
sponsored terrorism, not the peopleof a
country. The l0C and cricket boards must
step in to enforce Gir play and respect-
ful conduct. Otherwise, not playing with
each other is the wiser course, not out
of hate, but to preserve the dignity and
spirit of the game,

MNirin Mavin, Delli
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The Indian Ocean mineral exploration push

India has become the first country to have two contracts with the ISA for PMS exploration. These metals are essential for renewable energy systems, green tech

ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURU. SEFTEMBER 29

[MDLA LAST week signed a contract with the
International Seabed Authority (ISA) for ex-
clusive rights to explore Polymetallic
Sulphices {PMS}inthe Carlsberg Ridge inthe
Indian Ocean.

India has thus become the lust country in
th have hwo contract
PMS excploration. It now commands the largest
area allocated in the interna-
tional seabed for PMS explo-
ration — asciertific achievernent
wiith strategic importance.

Goa-hased National Centre

GEOLOGY

ocean floor, richin strategic and critical
metals such as copper, zinc, lead, gold, and
silver, alomg with trace amounts of rare and
precious elements,

Since land resources containing these
minerals are very limited for India, explor-
ing FMS in the deepocean could enhance re-
source security. These metals are essential
for high-technology applications, renewahle
energy systems, and green technobogies.

PMS deposits are generally found near
hydrothermal vents, which are like hot
springs on the ocean floor. The
ocean seabed has cracks.
Through these cracks, the cold
seawater interacts with the

for Polar and Ocean Research
[MCPOR)will carry out the PMS exploration in
2026, starting with geophysical and hydro-
graphic surveys in the licensed area.

Inifia had submitted an application to the
[5Ain 2024, Aﬁtr thL‘ evaluation pmc\:‘ss. thc

theearth's crust,
and is expelled back in a hot
gush. Thisexpelled water is rich in minerals,
whichare then deposited on the ocean floor
as solids.

Mnshmﬁunlndla'k previous

theCarlsherg Ridge. Stgm:d in2016, ttu:'car]ll:r
contract is in the Central Indian Ridge and
Southwvest Indian Ridge of the Indian Ocean.

olymetallic i d why

dothey matter?
Polymetallic Sulphides are deposits on the

PMS
Since the signing of the contract with 54
in 2016, NCPOR has been conducting ex-
ploratory surveys along the central and
southwest Indian Ocean ridges. The institute
has thus deveboped expertise and built ad-
vanced infrastructure for PMS exploration.
The ongoing Deep Ocean Mission pro-

EXPLAINED

HOW IS THENOBEL PEACE PRIZE
DECIDED, AND COULD TRUMP WIN?

THE WINNER of the 2025 Nobel Peace
Prize will be announced on October 10 at
the Morwegian Nobel Institute in Oslo by
committee chair Joergen Watne Frydnes.

The ceremony, awarding the winnera
medal, a diploma and 11 million Swedish
crowns{$119million), will be held at the
Oslo City Hall on December 10, the an-
niversary of Swedich industrialist Alfred
Nobel's death.

The face of Nobel Peace Prize medal

shows Alfred Nobel. nobeiprizeong

Who decides?

gram of the government has enhanced
these capabilities, including the acquisition
of new deep-sea vessels and advanced
tools, such as Autonomous Underwater
Vehicles (AUVs). Matsya, a deep-sea vehi-
dle under development for the ambitious
Samudrayaan mission, will provide an ad-
ditional boost to India's deep-ocean min-
eral exploration capacity.

The MCPOR's plan is three-phased.

PHASE I: Conduct reconnaissance sur-
weys using ship-mounted tools and identify
potential locales of PMS

'HASE II: Conduct near-seabed surveys

using advanced tools such as AUVE and
Remotely Operated Vehicles (ROV) to con-
firm the ocourrence of PMS

PHASE IlI: Resource-evaluation of the
identified FMS deposits.

What is the significance of the Carlsherg
Rid;

The Carlsherg Ridge is a major segment
of the mid-ocean ridge system in the Indian
Ocean, formed by seafloor spreading be-
tween the Indian Plate and the Somali Plate.
It iz estimated that the current phase of
opening of the Carlsherg Ridge began at
about 40 million wears ago following a ma-
jor plate rearganisation and its average
spreading rate is of 2.4 to 3.3 cm|year. The

HIMANSHUHARSH
FPATMA SEFTEMBER 29

THE MAHAGATHEANDHAN S announcement
of a 10-paint ‘Atipichhda Nyay Sankalp®
['Extremely Backward Classes |ustice
Resolution’) last week is significant ahead of
the uper Assembly polls in Bihar.

The Morwegian Mobel Committee,
wihich consists of five people appointed

by the Nnn\lrglanparllamrnt {typically  Jan

While nominations formally close on
uary 31, committee members may

retired politicians ). The . are all
put forward by Morwegian political par-
ties, with their appointments reflecting
the parliament's balance of power.

The current committes is led by the
head of the Norwegian branch of PEN
International, a group defending freedom
of expression.

slE

make theirown

latest by the

first committee meeting in Februany.

All the norminations are discussed and

ashortlist is created, with each nomines
assessed by permanent advisers and ex-
perts. The winner is selected by a consen-

inAugust or Septemnber.
The full list of nominations is kept se-

cret. This year's disclosed names include

Who can win? the

Alfred Nobel's 1895 will said the prize
should go tosomeone “who has done the
miostor best toadvance fellowship among
nations, the abolition or reduction of

standing armies, and the establishment

International Criminal Court, NATO,

and Hong Kong activist Chow Hang-tung.

The leaders of Cambodia, lsrael and

Pakistan said they nominated US Presdent
Donald Trump. However, their nomina-
tions were made after january 31, so they

and promotionof peace congresses”. are notvalid for the 2025 prize.
In reality, the prize isgenerally “placed
in the current context”, according to - Could Trump win?

[ristian Berg Harpvilken, the award com-

Only if he changes his poficies, accord-
to Mobel experts who say he is dis-
ntling the international world order.
Last year's winner was the Japanese

mittee's secretary. ng
ma
Who can nominate?
Armgone ranging - atomic bomb

ernments and parliaments, current heads
of state, university profiessors, and former
Mobel Peace Prize laureates, among others.

ivirs group, Nihon

Hidankogyo. The threat of n-weapons has
been a long-standing Mobed focus.

IAS GS Foundation Course
Offline & Live Online Batches
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¥ Dadhi Tl 3 GOct | B00PM
¥ Noida INEE | DETI00TN 3100t | NI0AM
L Bl h L B TR LUl Drishti IAS
Vlucknow 6omER |[EENI0EE 8Ot | TE30AM % Calils
¥ Indore (R Gk oL R = S L 87501 87501
9 Jaipur 27 W | MASO0WA | 27 Oct | SO0PM L]

The Extremely Backward Classes (FBCs) are
the largest social group in Bihar, one which has
been atraditional voter base for Nitish Kumar
andd his Janata Dal {United). The Dpposition's
push toattract EBC votersseeksto fundamen-
tally reshape Bihar's electoral dynamics, and
help rebuild the Congress' voterhase.

Who are EBCs?
The EBCs are a sub-category of Other
Backward Oasses (08Cs) specifi

INDiA

Mapa

ridge has a rough flanking topography and a
medianvalley, which are the characteristics
of slow-spreading ridges.

The ridge is known to host hydrothermal
went systems. [ndia has conducted scientific
research on these systems during the past

three decades. Strategically, the ridge is par-
ticularly important because it is located
much closer to India (around 2

tion accurately.

How dos

compared with the Central and Southyvest
Indian Ridges {around 26 degree south).

HowisP p from

other l i
Exploration for PMS is technically more

I ing than ather deep-seamineral in-

vestigations. PMS deposits are concentrated
near hydrothermal vent systermns along mid-
ocean ridges, where the seabed is composed
of hard, highly complex and uneven rocky
terrain at depths of 2,000-5,000 meters.
They are generally located insome of the re-
matest areas of the planet.

PS5 survey operations are thus challeng-
1n|; m:]ulnngdccpsﬂw:ssds \wthdymmu:

and com-

mumcatmsym:ms.

PS5 exploration dermands a highly mul-
tidisciplinary team with expertise in fields
like marine geology, geaphysics and deep-

mineral exploration?

The I5A is an autonomous international
organisation. It alkocates sites for mineral ex-
ploration in international waters under the:
United Matioms Convention onthe Law of the.
Sea (UNCLOS) framework. A country, either
through its government, public sector, or
sponsored entity, can submit applications o
the 154 This application mustidentify a pro-
posed exploration area along with adetailed
waork plan, environmental baseline studies,
and financial/technical capability docu-
ments. The [SA's Legal and Technical
[ ission (LTC)i ible for review-
ing the application for compliance, and if it
meets all requirements, recommends it o
the 154 Council for the final approval.

Iskn

Dcnan.lm?s l'nr mm!rﬂ exﬂnﬂlmns?

sites

sea technology. Exploration tools include
ship-mounted geophysical and hydro-
graphic survey systems for reconnaissance,
and AUVs and ROV's for near-seabed sur-
veys and sample collection. Advanced sam-
pling toods and analytical instruments are
needed to characterise mineral composi-

Atipichhda Nyay Sankalp: Why Opposition’
EBC resolution in Bihar matters

Rahul Gandhi, Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge and RJD leader Tejashwi

Yadav Atk

by the Bihar government. They comprise so-
cially and educationally d]sadvantagtd
castes that were deemed “more deprived”
than the larger OBC grouping.

The recent caste survey in Bihar counted
about 130 distinct castes or sub-castes as
EBCs, including traditional artisans, labour
orservice communities [ike the Hajams [ bar-
bers), Sahanis, Nishads, and Kevats {fisher-
men communities), Lohars (blacksmiths),
Telis (oil traders), and Monias (salt-makers).

Many EBC communities face accupa-
tional extinction due o mechani
changing economic patterns. For instance,
the Kahars (palanquin-bearers) and

“Atipichhda Nyay Sankalp® in Patna Last weelk. Xipadosostoi

cally weaker sections among wpper castes.
These quotas were based on n:mmmcnda—

Congress, R]D & the EBCs
Thakur's OBC and EBC reservations had

tions made by the Mungeri Lal s
wwhich had identified 128 backwand cummu—
nities in the state, of which %4 were cate-
gorised as “most backward”.

In the 1990s, Rashtriva Janata Dal (RJD}
governments further expanded EBC quotas.
Lalu Prasad raised it toaround 14% during his
tenure; Rabri Devi to around 185

In 2006, Nitish Kumar's government re-
sl:rw:d ZC& of seats for EBCs in Panchayati Raj

faced fierce oppasitic ppercaste lead-
erswithin his Janata Farty, as well as indinect re-
sistance from the Congress. When Thalur was
ousted in 1979, the Congress-backed Chief
Minister Bhola Paswan Shastri did not scrap
thee policy but set up new comimissions to re-
asesS reservations.

The 'Karpoari formula’ influenced the es-
tablishment of the Mandal Commission by
the Janata Party governmient in New Dethiin
1979, While the Commission's 1980 report

Malbands [horse-shoer
evance in the automaobile age.
Collectively, the EBCs make up 36.01% of
the state's 13.07 crore population, while OBCs
(not comprising FBCs ) make upanother 27125

lostrel-

Reservation in Bihar
Bihar pi
maore than a decade before the Mandal
Commission recommendations were imple-
mented nationally. In 1978, then Chief
Minister Karpoori Thakur, an EBC leader
himself, announced a 26% reservation in gov-
emment jobs for backward classes.
The system allocated 12% to Most
Backward Classes{later termed EBCs), 8% to
OBCs, 3% for women, and 3% for economi-

During his npeof EBC
reser

imicipal bod-

ies and various welfare schemes.
In 2023, during the rule of the short-lived
JOU-RID alliance, the Bihar Assembly passed
Bills raising the collective reservation for SC, ST,

e i a 27% OBC quoda in central
jobs and education, the Congress, wary of
alienating its upper caste base, did not act
upon it throwgh the 1980s.

It was only in 1990 that VP Slngh‘sjanara

OBC, and EBC from 507 to 655, in li

Dal govemment i

wsofthec . The EBC

raised to 25% This 653 quota, combined with

the existing 10% reservation for EWS, would

have increased the total mscnanr.ln 7 ..& in
jobs and educath

omn asu:
il jus-
tice, Through this period, Congress adopted a
non-committal stance — neither cha

tnsgmrls

upp:

InJune 2024, the Patna High Court srmck
dovim the quotas as unconstitutional, argumg
that thy
rationale was insufficient to breach the m
limit established by the Supreme Court in the
landmark Indrm Sawfmey [ 1992 case.

OBC opposing themoutright.
]ncnmrast in the post-Mandal 1990s,
Lalu's R]D actively expanded OBC and EBC
entitlements. While consolidating the
Muslim-¥adav base, Lalu also advanced the
cause of numerically smaller but margin-
alised EBCs through hostels, educational

in the Indian Ocran Forr mlncral exploration
as partof the Blue Economy initiatives of the:
Government of India. Specifically, India s in-
terested in the exploration of cobalt-rich fer-
romanganese crusts on the Afanasy-Nikitin
Seamount in the Central Indian Ocean. This
application is under review.

scholarships, targeted recruitment, and ex-
panded quotas in local bodies.

The Congress's position onOBCs and EBCs
shifted gradually as its upper-caste base
eroded. l'hmugh the 1990z and 2000s, elec-
toral cor it towward accepting
caste quiotas morne explicity.

By the 20105, Congress began supporting

ion of EBC resery; tate caste
surveys, and a revision of the 50% cap. Inthe
20205, under Rahul Gandhi, it has moved o
fully commit to championing the EBCs to
counter the Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJF's)
stranglehold in national politics, demanding
propartional guotas and embedding these
commitments in coalition pacts.

The resolution
The resolution promises of a dedicated
EBC Mtrocities Prevention Act similar to SC/ST
law; increasing EBC reservation in panchay-
ats from 20% to 30%; breaking the constitu-
tional 50% reservation ceiling by placing laws
intheNinth Schedule; eliminating Mot Found
Suitable’ (NFS) practices: land distribution to
landless families; enhanced odu:atlnn qu:»
tas; contract vations; and
regulatory authority for oversight.
Thebanning of MFS practices is particularhy
significant. These practices imolve selection
committees allegedly rejecting qualified re-
served-category candidates. Data show that
62-65% of SC/ST university recruitment inter-
wviews end with NFS decisions. The resolution
toend MFS would effectively force committees
o fillall reserved positions with eligible candi-
dates, unless they are genuinely ungualified.
Another promise is to give landless EBC
families 3 decimals in urban areas and 5 deci-
malsinrural areas. The rec
survey shows that across Bihar's 38 districts,
therewere 137029 landless families registered,
of whom 48 5% have recefved plots under ex-
isting government programs, leaving 70,638
families [51.5% ) awaiting land allotment. Most.
of these families are from the EBC group.
Butseveral promises ane [ikely o face chal-
lenges. While Bihar hopes to use the Minth
Schedule route to bypass the S5Cs 50% cap on
reservations, the 2007 court's | R Coetho judg-
mentmeans such lawscan be challenged iftthey
violate the basicstructure of the Constitution.

All about wheel-well stowaways on airplanes & the perils of flying ‘hidden’

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 20

SNEAKIMG INTO an aircraft wheel well and
travelling as a stowaway is an extremely
dangerous thing to do, with the odds heaw-
iy stacked against survival

‘et such incidents keep surfacing. On
Sunday, while maintenance was beingun-
dertaken onan American Airlines plane that
arrived in the US state of Morth Carolina
from Europe, the body of a stowaway was
found.

Occasionally, wheel-well stowaways —
thosewho try to travel in the unpressurised
and unheated wheel well or landing gear
compartment — survive miraculoushy, One.
such incident happened earlier this month
on aflight from Afghanistan to India, when
a 13-year-old boy from Kunduz wanted to
fravel to lran.

He managed to sneak into an aircraft's

rearwheel well at the Kabul airport, except
that the flight was bound for Mew Delhi. For
over 90 minutes, the bay was in the wheel
well as the aircraft cruised at over 30.000

Miraculously, he landed seeminghy un-
harmed at the Delhi airport and was sent
back to Kabul later. Unsurprisingly, given
the risks imvolved, wheel-well stowaways
largely come from regions grappling with
poverty, conflict, or instability, and are des-
perate to escape for better opportunities,
often unaware of what awaits them.

What the data show

According to US Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) data, 132 people tried
totravel in the landing gear compartments
of commercial aircraft between 1947 and
2021. The mortality rate for wheel-well
stowvaways is around 77 per cent.

Strict airport security means that such
incidents are rare, and in some undocu-

[ I |

meented cases, the bodies may have even
fallen into an ocean or a remote land area
during the flight. The only known incident
involving Indian wheel-well stowaways
was in 1996, Brothers Pradeep and Vijay
Saini managed to get into the wheel well of
a British Airways Boeing 747 aircraft oper-
ating a flight from Delhi to London. While
Pradeep survived the long-haul flight, his
brother didn't.

Researchers have con-
cluded that to gain access to
the aircraft, the typical stow-
away would hide near the
point where the departing plane waited at
the runway for takeoff clearance. While it
was sranomry the stvevaway wiold mount

and climbij
area adjacent to where the wheel is sup-

posed to retract.

Havoc on human body
Metal covers over the landing gear com-

EXPLAINED

AVIATION

partment provide adegree of safety | mainby

altitudes nfupmﬂ\ﬂoﬂ Fecr But Im:athmg
ke

from falling off. However, the bi im-
minent threats emerge once the aircraft has
taken off. in the form of hypoxia {due to low
mygen ) and hypothermia (due to low tem-
perature). Severe levels of either can bead to
unconsciousness and even death.

Atover 30,000 feet, where commercial
aircrafitcruise, air pressure is extremely low,
and temiperatures candropto
minus 65°C. The moderate
stage of hypothermia is ac-
companied by vielent shivers
as the body's own core tem-
perature drops by 3°C, and conditions such
asslurred speech set in.In severe hypother-
mia, there is shivering in violent waves, as
body temperature falls to 27°C or even
lowver.

According to a 1997 issue of a publica-
tion by the US-based Flight Safety

rate beg]
the blood drops to abuur a2 pL‘Tu‘l\L l'n:lm
the sea level average of about 97 per cent.
By 18,000 feet, the breathing rate would
rise by about 65 per cent o compensate for
the lack of moygen, and several visual and
cognitive symptoms would appear, includ-
ing weakness, light- and

The heart rate may fzll to just two beats
per minute, and the breathing rate may be
as low as once in 30 seconds, but even
reaching this stage would be considered
lucky, given the croumstances.

“As awheel-well stowaway iscarried m
lower altitudes, a gradual rewarming oc-
curs. almg with myg:natiunlilhcindi—

tremors, the FSF publication said. At over
30,000 feet, the blood oxygen levels are
Lower than what is required to support
brain consciousness,

Only the fortunate survive
According to a 1996 report by the US
EAN's Chvil Aeromedical I.nsmutti CAMI) to

logiccontrol

age or dcarh from the hypoxia and
hypothermia, cardiac arrest or filure on re-
‘warming, or severe neurovascular DCS [de-
m\pmsmnsl:lmcss,ummp]u:m SO

recovery of consc
«curs, perhaps in the period before Ia.ndmg
wor at a time after landing. Survival is jeop-
ald.lz:cd if the recovering stowaway begins

and falls out when the land-

mechanisms place the body into what is
kenowm as the *poikilothenmic™ state, which
is snmlam hlbcmatmn The body's

Foundation [FSF), the ical effects
experienced by are minimal at

significantly, and
im ks

rindianexpresscom BEEE B

ing gear is lowered,” the CAMI report noted.

Those who may survive the journey
may notbe completely unscathed, though,
with severe injuries and psychological
‘trauma liloedy.
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Auto-part makers must
plan for an electric surge

India is Iikely to move from internal combustion engines to electvie velieles sooner than

many think. With the clock of obsolescence ticking, what I auto component makers do?

everything from how things are
produced and marketed, how
nations interact with one
and how people move across bor-
tI:-nlolu:wpolum]]n 4
tr '1:lt' 'md fir

those who rl'thh!' g wrenched apart from
whi rtificial intelligence
cdata networks have combined
toelevate Factory antomation toa level that has
nevirect role for hum something
goes wrong and must be fixed, Disruption will
miark almost every aspect of our |
we lnow it The future has begun to push the
nt aside with both elbows in the automo-
bile sector—aned with parti

tweelk, the Germa

i urope: A streets,
Jl\

will happen to India's large army of small Ilnm
that produce automotive components once the
future storms in?

We would not need to worry too much about

ifour market sud-
denly accelerates its transition. That cannot be

powertogoe lect

L about our sprawling network of auto part
suppliers. The Automotive Component Manu-
facturers” Association of India has around 100G

TEJAS C. PATEL & SANJANA GORTI

are, respectively,
envirenmental engineer and
Nodal Officer, ETS (PM),
Gujarat Polution Control
Buoard; and lead, air and water
labs, |-PAL Scuth Asla

e t::l.« hieving net zer
ISmiulmu Dz ggap Bstwees

vartions, Onesuch inne
I|.«hn|: charme

test whether the programme would work,

mornent b s economic
A -growing economy in
il status by 2047 ul:lﬂ

economic growih
A eimission reduction requires bold inngo-
1k ks emilssons

o trade allotted
o fexibility 1o

members, Many of them seem well eq
iclentify the roles they must adopt once
or our streets. But these are not the only
that will come under pressure to
“omponent malkers the have
thousands of smaller suppli [hese would be
lesft aclrift onee the internal combustion engine
(ICE) sputters its last hefore b med to
history, Many seem to think this shift will take
ages, given how hard it is to saturate our vast
landmass with the charging points needed to
l-electric, This assumption could prove

e, lh:mksu

witht h:-M I[Jt'l ior 1ht'1 il effi
eyele gas power plant, which rec
[ renerated runs
their motor, These
save more fuel th . '
vehicles do. C thvt donot need l:)lw
recharged. They can easily venture
s served only by fuel-filling stations.
stence of this technology could spell faster
change than many imagine,

AnICE has well over 1,000 parts, Almost a
quarter of the auto components made and sold
in India relate to an engine that’s on its way to
the graveyard of outdated contraptions, such as
horse bugg I What will
makers of engine pistons, piston rings, spark

fewer parts, Some
toswite I1lt: new lines off
produc lmn. Additively manufactured drone
components, perhaps. The point is to figare all
llll\(llllllﬂ\\'.\\(Jl e and their
ivelihoods
glares hard at them,

befor :-:)hu)]t'u
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Extraordinary tech power calls
for due regulatory responsibility

Superpower’ technologies demand a legal framework. India should seize the day by providing one

CYRIL SHROFF
Is managing partner, Cyrd Amarchand
Mangaldas.
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attributed to soaring d
whips that it designs
TR 1 s reporting simi-
Lar Deaps in seale and value, with tech-
nobogy driving their suceos,

While Alis undoubtedly the brightest
shining star in the tech-verse, i is part
of a strimg of emnerging technologies
hat form a broader constellation of
stars. The Waorkd rormle Forum nits
T 1) Eneergiang Teehuodogies of 202
report has listed innovations that have
the potential to completely redesign
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India’s industrial growth is not at odds with clean air

the Gujarat Pellution Control Board (GPCT
teamed upwith rehers from the Und-
wersity of Cl » Yale University, Univer-
sity of Warwick and the i lameel
b i-PALY. In the dense
tion of firms

shons by 20-300%, performing much better
than those that were not a part of it
the first Indian state to Linnch an

econmnies, First,
efits even s it conmplen
tory regime. Thes

il
i \wi [ Ir||m|1|\ This demons

that eamission-pe ||:||t|r|cl|ll,|£l|:| T,
; ot p

approach gives industries the fexibility (o

el betwe

investing in cle

1 technologles, b

what works best for th Companies that

e unihle toafford 1 logy shifts can

prarehase permits to maintain complisme

By allowing polluters to choose the ©
il abatement str. s, an ETS effec-

ligns environmen-

s with the demands i 0
o Economic v Gujarat's test
Sevond, emission mar- i

kets can be taflored to the proJECt Of an han and other
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les Dasiness undts of N From: Continuous
all szesto meet rogulatory Optlmally

targets, The Surat market
was found to function

missions
B af the IIlm' By contrast, plants outside
this marleet were inviolation of their pollu-
thon limitsat least a thivd of the time.
Thisapproach can be replicated in differ-
et geographies and vsed for different polla-

tants. Building on the success of the pilet,

informed decision-making by regulators
and companies. Low-cpuality
e by the
prelution monitoring accur

ity

ulation throughan ET
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Deregulation is a must but don't
fallinto the one-size-fits-all trap

Four leading Indian states are serving as a lest zone for reforms but others need space for policies adapted to their own needs

MINT

Is the US-China TikTok deal a
‘win-win’ or awin for Beijing?

America may be ceding something more valuable than it realizes

CATHERINE THORBECKE
I & Bloomberg Opinion columnst covering
Aslatech

PRADEEP 5. MEHTA

& TASMITA SENGUPTA

are, respectively, secretary general and senior
research assocate, CUTS Intemational,

hen US President Don

Trwng first broigdit upshanming

TikTok on percedved national
security concerns more than five years ago,
the apg from Bedjing-based Bytelance was
the envy of the global tech industry. s
powerful algorithim had rejuvenated a tised
social media landscape by keeping users
engaged not just via posts from friends, but
by enillessly recommending other content
based on how the \' interacted with elips
the me across, Beijing, however, drew
ared line. saylng there was no way Byie-
neewould give upits crown jewel of the
comsimer tech industry, Clhinese offici
accused Washington of trying to plussder
their private companies amd even updated
Exprt |i|M\l\r|!I\.r|Jl||l1 asale of TikTok's

Tik Tok's Amesican future matters less 1o
China than it does 1o the US ArUTEmRS

aembarked on |k|.1|u| OO
n'lol I!L\II]"]\'[..‘ B

sensus was reached that also alms to
resolve ather issues like reducing inves
urriers and promaoting economic

de cooperation. That suggests
something was offered in exchange for
allowing TikTok o stay in America. US
Treasury Secretary Scoti Bessent sald the
threat ofthe app going dark in the US whi-
mately sealed the Yer, Trump has
gone be yond the Law to punt the deadline
For TikTok's US shutdown Four times this
e alowne, aned when the apg briefly coased

chorus demanding reforms so i

basiness an cope with trade adversity.
Prime Mindste ra Modi spoke about
[ETTETRTIT eforms, which s wih
need ifwe are Inpull LU AT SO0

A M0-day roadmag for nexi-gene

pnounced, aimed at strengthening
India's regulatory framework and boosting inves-
tor confidence: an initative that is hoth timely amd
welcome. Central tothis vision s a pilot rollowt
el inspved by the 1 g gees el of

Erowth. with Ma i, seCTel sauce: its operations in America this Jan p
Drelhi and 15 1€ [1I1"},Ic:|ut|.c|\.]l] That uth ompromising president himsell ook eredit for Rsretum

ddition, a Deregulation Task Foree hasheen appears o have sof ina mes: v its 170 million US users.
constituted to drive state-level initiatives, This is surfsee. While Trump has hailed anaceord | Clearly, something else was offered (o pre-

that ostensibly saves TikTok's LS opera-
thons, Bedjing has revealed almost nothing
about what v hacked
media has repeatedly described it as a
The purported

vent the platform from being tmrned off
after he promised tosave
part ofthe deal, Beijing ls sticking to
original red line. ByteDance will repot -
still own the coveted algorithm, but

complemented by twao high-powered groups of
retaries, techneerats and economists o
will focus on advancing Viksit Bharat goals and
o -financial sector regulatory reforms.

i l"vlk)lh\ In;,h--'Luuﬂ)xl.m--.mn I

deal has ralsed more questions than icense a copy of it toa LS consortium
The main challenge lies in policy implementa- Impact ifsuccessful s Hons inspive the rest answers, but the biggest one Americans | torebuild Rsown version he 1

tiom at all levels, particulardy in our seates. The
areoften trade-offs between administrative,
populist and reform oriented mindsets among
states. Most Ly face frequent bureau-
i transfer: stalfing, which weakens
ini vl accountability. The
EOVETTHTENT ~m.|llurh_\
reducing the layers where cormuption thrives, The
useof digital public infrastructure and private sec-
tor involverent can cut down in-person tonch
points, disempowering rent-seeking nodes. ity of states, this will offer them br
lI]||1'r![-.|JI\iIN[II||l'|| Benchmarking Business | workon long-term competitivens
Compliane st with Other States, also Fllow South Korea's 'cost-in, cost-out’ rule by
CUTS International has hee I industry o easing lations that impose
and government stakeholders for insights in sup- excessive costs each time new mules ave introduced
portof the state’s deregulation effonts. Ts finding araltered under a reform drive. Care needs 1o be
highlight persistent challenges, including bare; taken that deregulation doeesn’t gooverboard bt

paste reforms, but treat them asa
ing for cont adaptation, lmpor-
poess should involve adequate stake-
holder consuliations and a cosi-benefit analysis so
that gains are maximized and risks minimized,
Regulatory Impact ssments need o guide
the path alwead. These will not only mmmmm
reformers o make 5)
reformarchitecture,
and ownership ofreforms.
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should ask is: What did Trump give upto [ up,” a5 a White House official stated. It's
save TIRTok® unelear whether this will abide by the US
Clain 'uulul-ullpullum fromadeal. Or | lawtoban the app and ensure that Beljing
won't have a shred of influence,
The tech landscape has also moved on,
it ;.m-n itsapproval, |I\--.|uh- ByteDance in the US is best known for
Trump signing an executive order to [ being TikTok'sowner, but in China it has
advance plans for American investors to | already shifted focus to becoming an Al
by its LS ogerations. But the time isripe [ powerhouse. Its Doubao chatbot is the
for China to concede TikTok, A law was [ most popular A1 app in the country by
passie] with bipartisan support toban the | monthly active wsers and its Batest model is
appor foree a dive e during the Biden | the top-ranked Al system. just behind
.uluumn[r.u[mn.sml TikTokhasexhausted | OpsenAl's ChatGPT and ahesd of DeepSeek
s legal battle to remain in the US and Alibaba's Qwen,
Over halfa decade since all thisk a, While it was once the cenierpiece of
Washington and Beljing are locked ina | China's global tech ambitions, Tik Tok may
battle over tariffs, rare eanth magnets and | now be just another tradable asset ina

investment (FOI). possess
strong Industrial bases and have reformist track
records, bt thed st s proactive. Moreover,
i ait-runnerstates shall reduce
e spillovers, [P sucoessful,
s wonld have a demonstra-
and could be adopted
5 a sandbox approach, ke
L hm.L sexperiment with Shenehen, which was its
[rst special economie zone designed o test
rmsarket-griented policies before expanding them,
While India’s contral government pushes for
deregulation, the efficacy of the exercise will
1||'|||'I'|ll||kl nh.unx.u Il\ s ey isaged. I nlurm

the risk of po

Himiratir
@

RTINS craticeomplacency, tenure instability, highutility | achleves optimal settings. advanced semiconductors, The lines of | larger SErAtegy tosec uredominance in key
BN, costs, mamual procs ullu..lqu:hpum(-..aml\llfﬁ‘ ul- As Inlia aims o become a developed n " lerg g Tk Tok have be | technol aof il _Xi hasheld his
where in |.mn|.n ||u|-|||mn aned use € TN rslom, .amum\ 2047, the current push Tor deregulation is both :lu biggest sticking points instabilizinga | g m:klwl.ur by standing up to Trumpand

el st felow reforms sequent
but compete parallelly, sich a one i

1)y ng out an extended trade war truce,

andl mecessary amid ;

ragmented and vola- deteriorating relationship between the two. | ¢

pproach might not worl g |\--.I|'i\1ic:n.-.mn\unu-n ibe global environment. While the government superpowers. With deflationary pressures | Now, something has togive. Allowing the
compared with Chhattis) it night, the new Labour codes remain s emphiasis on deregulation, many states have at home and broader macroeconomic | White v heep TikTok
Jharkhand. Replicating models unevenly implemented in Rajasthan, started undertaking small targeted reforms. Delli jimg has bigger worries, inthe L% i peace offering amid

ampaigned on saving the
nd eredited it with making him a

wl reaching younger voters. Tik-
Tok dos pvenoperate in China, and it's
become very clear over the years that it
mieans rosch more to Tramp than it doeesto
Xi Jinping. This has only given Beijing
e e e, Now is the time to use it
Niwifrie vepoarts that a framework for acon-

The government coubd use this spportunity not
Just totest digital compliance tools, but also o fast-
track the long-overdue enforcement of all four

scrapped police approvals for hotels and res-
ants, while Okdisha has modernized its building
5 i iom. Sustaining
this momentum throwgh a well-goided framework
and monitoring mechanism will be erucial for
achleving targets. We need ated FION
inflows to generate emplovment opportunities,
bt income bevels and expand domestic savings,
ultimately enhancing the ease of living.

more pressing priorities,
I his 2025 book aboawt Apple’s relation-
ship with Beljing, tec h |uurn..|:-.l

imome state might nod be sue
ghven thelr current position. States are often driven
by commpetitive rather than cosperativee feder:
Thus, the actual challenge lies in striking a
between the two by ensuring that reforms are mot
merely replicated bt adapred to the specific needs
ofastate. Analternative approach could be to pilod
reforms in selected districts within each state by
Following the SEZor GIFT City model.

Chinawins twice.” Trummp may be taking a
publicvictory lap for keeping a version of
s pogrular platform in the LS, bat it could

reduce the compliance burden.
s pilot rodlout model can be a good start for

able th
quietly ln.slk_\.n\..g with.

n what Beljing
EELOOMBERG

5 and laggard states are
podde] can have a cascading
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Boards should place cyber resilience above Al adoption

SRINATH SRIDHARAN

w investor sentiment. Uninsured
reaches could destabilize markets.

India shoubd therefore consider a phased
manil: sted companies to

newaorks, with mini-

hoards that visibly lack cyber-safety over-
izht. Rating agencies and global fuseds now
s cyber prepared ness as part of govern-
ance cuality, bast not as rigorously as they
check ather risks, Companies that fall to
mieet resilience expectations could face val
uation discounts, investor activism and

lly even share-
lu:lch-r Illl;.,.mun

their digital backbone under-insured,

pite its key role in a modern busine:
Insurance cannot prevent an bt
canstop oawe from turning nto anexistential
cTiss, Insurers exanmine govermance matur-
iy, vendor oversight, incldent response and
recovery planming.

.mmpl\umw fnancial =
tems, disrupd customer access and trigger
ory penalties. In its most extreme
Form, It can drive a solvent company into
imsolvency. For company directors,
oversight lsa partof thedr fduciary dut
neglecting it is b £ of Igmeor
any other foreseeable risk.

attac

regulatory scrutis

sreported, acyber-attack has pushed 5
cannit be ignored in

| |g\|.| l.lmllhml LK) intea crisls
sat the heart of corporate

i market where mil-
loms of retall investors place thelr savings in

Dvirectors must demand
sharper answers from the

s & conparate advisor and
independerit director an
boards.

The attack silenced production
ving 33.000 employees idle. and
threw its global supply chain into turmodl.
The Tata-owned firm had been negotiating
an insuranee policy but had ot secured it
whenthe breach oceurved. IFthe dismiption
ultimately oosts £2 billion, as estimated, it
will surpuass JLR'S peofit after ta for 2025, As
JLE gener weardy 0% of Tata Motors
consolidated revenue, the news took Litle
time toreach the Indian stock market.
Cyherattacks are common across indus-
tries, What is striking about thise
one of the world's top autom:
global reach

of a global brand. Indi
amer buffers may be at greater
Towmany Indizn boards still view “\Iur
ats as operational detalls, delegated to
the CIOvor relegated tocompliance reports.

India has seen many similar episodes.
Major firms in our pharma, 1T services and
automobile sectors have endured ransom-
wareat tacks that froze operations for weeks
sl inflicted losses running inte hundreds
of crores. These incidents did not alw
dewminate the news, but thelr scale and cost
arewell understood within industry cireles.

Regulatory expectations are also evolving
rapidly. The Reserve Bank of India has man-
dated cyber frameworks and incident
reporting for its regulated entities. The
Securities and Exchange Board of India has
tightened disclosure rules for market infra-
structure institutions. The Digital Perso
Duata Protection Act gives the data re,
the power to impose huge penalties for data
exposure. Cyber resilience 11h1m,|r1.|lul
as an essential element of systemic

Tiwvestors are moving in parallel
advisory firms ane et tostarn highl

The responsibility of
boards isclear. They must
establish formal frame-
works for cvber govern-
ance. Without these,
directors expose them-
selves on three fronts,
They failin their Aduciary
luty by igmering foreseea-
e risks They undermine
enterprise resilience by
leaving operations v lner-
.|lr||- to paralysis and

that exber risks

E
5

T EXp ct 1h\- SSUFNCE
ve been taken careof,
Boards must also ireat insurance,
tegic necessity. No responsible director
e factonies, flects oreritical physi-
cal assets without cover, Yet, many still

Aliis buzzy but
the JLR case
makes it clear
that cyber-risk
mitigationisa
bigger business
priority

oy absove a cert

answer isobvion
of public trust a
case shows that

150Fa-

For banks and other such institutions, the

sectors, Large listed corporation
ast workforces, anchor supply

busin m

Diowe knowtheexclusions
in our policies? Do we
know what layers remain
uninsured? Have we tested
whether a claim would
actually be honoured? Do
we have estimates of the
maimum probable loss if
systems shut down for
weeks:

A broader policy debate
is unavoidable. Should
cyber insurance be manda-
ain scale for listed entities?

iven thelr custodianship
wl deposits. But the JLE
systemic risk exi TS
smploy

listed s with the expectation of
sound governance. Leaving these lnvestors
exposed touncheched cyber risks is no dif-
ferent from failing tosafeguand public meon-
ies held by banks.

This will raise costs. But the cost of neglect
is far greater. One uninsured breach can
erase hard-won brand equity, invite regula-
tory penalties, fracture consumer trust and
spark investor flight. Boards will be judg
o whether they had the foresight io build
cyber resiliene is a vest of governance,
|t.4(|vr~.|)l.]).4n(|.kN:ml‘.lln :
1 hoardrooms
¢ artific

eem cap-
1 intelli-

and driver ol value jon.Yet, while enti-
ties chase Al their more urgent task is to
secure thedr digital backbone, A company
that

ns amwd

i
claim tobe future-ready ontechnology.



INDIAN EXPRESS [S NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION,

— Ramnath Goenka

KEEP THEATRICS OFF
CRICKET FIELD TO HOST
WHOLESOME CONTESTS

VERY sporting contest between India and Pakistan
gains prominence—and the hype multiplies on the
erichet field. When the Asla Cup started about three
weeks ago, Suryakumar Yadav and Co were ranked
No 1 in T20 internationals, while Pakistan were not
even in the top five. Yet, all eyes were on the fixtures be-
tween the arch-rivals. The build-up was laced with politi-
cal overtures. The first of the three matches between the
two started without handshakes and ended with the India
captain dedicating the win to the Pahalgam terror victims
and the Indian armed forees. Similar sub-plots plaved out
while India won the three matches ineluding the final.
However, as the gestures on field got uglier, Asian Cricket
Couneil president and Pakistan's interior minister Mohsin
Nagvi added fuel to fire with a social media post. The two
ericket boards complained against each other at the global
governing body, the International Cricket Council,

So, even as India won their ninth Asla Cup crown, af-
ter three weeks of handshake-gate, verbal volleys and
official complaints, the post-tournament ceremony felt
fareical. There was a sense of inevitability to it. By the
time the final arrived, the animosity between the two
teams had grown so much that it was on open display,
with players mocking their rivals during the clash.
Things reached the tipping point when the post-mateh
presentation got delaved by one and a half hours, and
India refused to accept the trophy from Nagvi.

It"s not as if the Asla Cup is witnessing geopolitical hos-
tility for the first time—India withdrew from the second
edition in 1986 due to a strained relationship with hosts
Sri Lanka and Pakistan skipped the event in India in 1990-
a1. However, tensions reached a new high in this edition
as the theatrics descended to a new low. Things are ex-
pected to escalate further, with the Indian cricket board
deciding to launch a serlous protest against Nagvi at the
1CC eonference in November. With more multi-nation
ericketing contests to come, including the 1CC Women's
World Cup starting in India on Tuesday, it will be prudent
to find a lasting solution to keep the intense animosity
between the two countries off the field. For that, the two
nations first have to walk the path to reconeiliation.

CASTE COUNT SETS OFF
HEAT IN KARNATAKA

HE Karnataka government's Soecio-Economic and Edu-

cational Survey, which began last week, has sparked

controversy Communities are debating how to use their

numbers to claim a larger share of the socho-pelitical

landseape. The opposition BJP claims the survey will
foment unrest similar to the aftermath of the Mandal Com-
mission report. There are other unanswered questions, too.
The number of castes and sub-castes is confusing, even more
so after the Madhusudan Naik Commission has tentatively
listed arownd 1,400 of them in the state. The Lingayats and
Kodavas are in a spot on listing their veligion as Hindu. And
now, the Centre has intervened with a petition in the high
cowrt guestioning the survey's purpose and seeking a stay, as
have Brahmin and Vokkaliga community organisations,

The T420-crore Karnataka exercise follows the recent
Scheduled Castes Communities Survey for internal reser-
vation and precedes the upcoming nationwide census,
which will also enumerate caste. A similar census by the
Congress government in 2015 was set aside in 2024, This
time, the enumerators will be asking 60 questions, includ-
ing details on religion, caste, and sub-caste. Aadhaar is be-
ing used to verify identity and prevent duplication. The
povernment says its aim is to assess “the extent of poverty
among caste groups™. The data collected will undoubtedly
influence welfare policies: on the flip side, it could also be-
come a tool for caste politics and electoral posturing.
Amid the controversies stirved by the previous survey, Kar-

nataka's dominant Lingayat and Veerashaiva Lingayat com-
munities are divided over whether to list themselves as
Hindu or Lingayat; they seek a separate religious tag. Both
sects follow social reformer Basaveshwara, but Veerashaiva
Lingayats worship Shiva and follow Hindu rituals, while Lin-
gavats do not worship idals, United, they could form a signifi-
cant demographic. Agitation over this issue previously hurt
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and the Congress in the 2018
elections. At the centre is the debate over reservations inedu-
cation, government jobs, and promotions. While govern-
ments can conduet sirveys—as Bihar and Telangana have
done—the data must be transparent and not manipulated to
deny communities their due or ereate division. Building a
society with equal opportunities should be the aim, but that
appears an idyll when caste polities reign supreme.

HOUNDING HOLLYWOOD

ONALD Trump's pest likening countries diverting busi-
Dness from the US to “stealing candy from a baby™ conjured

up apt imageries. In all his tariff tantrums, Troump him-
self has repeatedly behaved like an unreasonable toddler: His
announeement imposing 50 percent tariff on ‘kitchen cabi-
nets and bathroom vanities” in ‘national interest’ induced
visbons of Don Guikete tilting at windmills. It would be funny
anly if windmills, too, wers not an actual bughear the world's
most powerful leader ranted against last week at the UN. His
latest threat to impose 100 percent tariff on forelgn-made
films would affect the global business model of Holly wood—
arguably the US's most petent soft-power weapon. Will Hol-
Iywood's powerful financiers pay the price for Trump's tan-
trums? As the saying goes, this lm bs not over yet.
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TUESDAY -

HE war in Gaza has dragged
on for months with no sign
of closure. larael’s military
machine has inflicted mas-
sive destruction on the dense-
Iy-packed strip, killing thow-
sands of Palestinians. But
the elusive goal of final victory' re-
maina beyond reach. Daily reports of
two dozen or more casualties are less a
measure of military progress than a
commentary on Israel’s inability to im-
pose its terms, Simultanecusly, the dip-
lomatic ground is shifting in ways that
may prove more consequential than
battlefield maps—and India, as always,
must read both carefully

Gaza is a narrow coastal enclave of
just 365 s km, home to some 2.1 million
people. Israel has committed tens of
thousands of troops in a campaign of
relentless airstrikes and grinding ur-
ban combat. Despite repeated announce-
ments of control over neighbourhoods
in Gaza City and other towns, Hamas
remains far from annihilated. The ur-
ban layout and embedded militias make
conventional dominance difficult.

What emerges is a paradox. Israel
wields overwhelming firepower, yet
cannot translate it into decisive politi-
cal owtcomes, Hostages taken during
the October attacks constrain opera-
tional freedom. International outrage
remains high. Domestic fatigue over
prolonged deployments and casualties
erode confidence. The result is a war of
attrition where Israel can destroy but
not fully conguer: Victory in war is rare-
Iy hlack-and-white.

‘While Gaza's streets lie in ruins, the
moad in diplomatic corridors has shifted
distinetly. In New York. Benjamin Netan-
yahu's speech to the UN General Assem-
bly was defiant, rejecting recognitions
for a Palestinian state by European and
Australian governments, He dismissed
them as “rewards™ for terror. Yet his
speech drew walkouts and protests, sym-
bolic of Israel’s growing isolation.

The recognitions are historic. Franee,
the UK, Belgium, Portugal, Luxembourg,
Australia and others have joined over 155
UN members who now formally ac-
knowledge Palestine. Recognition does
not alter borders or lift Gaza's blockade,
but it changes the diplomatic balance.
The Palestinian Authority under Mah-
moud Abbas gains fresh legitimacy just
as it seeks to reposition itself as the al-
ternative to Hamas. Addressing the
UNGA virtually, Abbas called for & ceasa-
fire and signalled the PA's readiness to
assume responsibility for Gaza if Hamas

As lsrael’'s war drags on without end in sight, West Asia's
geopolitical calculus is changing. India needs to position
itself smartly to safeguard its energy and diaspora interests

BEYOND GAZA’S RUBBLE:
A DIPLOMATIC MAP
INDIA MUST READ

LT GEN SYED ATA
HASNAIN (RETD)

its own narrative, with a significant dip-
Iomiatie push for the two-state solution.

The US stands uneasily against this
tide. It has shielded Israel repeatedly in
the Security Council, vetoing harsher
resolutions. But it faces domestic dis-
quiet—Arab-American communities,
progressive Democrats, and a restless
younger generation are critical of Is-
rael’s conduct. The European and Aus-
tralian recognitions have widened the
Atlantic gap. America's line that “now
is not the time" for statehood looks in-
creasingly lonaly:

For India. the challenge lies in balane-
ing history with present realities. New
Delhi was among the earliest non-Arab
states to recognise Palestine, doing so in
1088, and it continues to affirm support
for a two-state solution. At the same time,
India’s ties with Israel have grown intoa
strategic partnership, underpinned by

Fonmer Camimengy, Sringar-sased |5 Cops,
Charnaellat, Central Liniweiiey ol Kashimir

MANTHE PUECH IS

eritical defence cooperation, intelligence
sharing, and technology transfers that
directly strengthen its sacurity

The US remains a central partner in
India’s Indo-Pacific caleulus. Current
shifts in India-US relations should be
read as tactical adjustments rather than
a strategic rupture; but the India-US
equation in West Asia must not be viewed
through a tactical prism alone. In this tri-
angle of relationships, India must tread
carefully—upholding its principled back-
ing for Palestinian statehood, preserving
the invaluable security relationship with
Israel, and keeping step with a US whose
influence still shapes the wider region.

Another undercurrent is visible in
‘West Asia itself Saudi Arabia, once close
to normalising ties with Isreel under US
sponsorship, has recoiled in the face of
Gaza's devastation. Riyadh has instead
inched towards & defence arrangemant

SUPPORT DIALOGUE, NOT DOGMA

is excluded. The momentum is seripting
ISCUSSIONS about Indian

| knowledge systems (IKS) re-
surfaced after the University

‘ Grants Commission released

its draft Learning Qutcome-

based Curriculum Framework,

which aims to embed ‘ancient

Indian wisdom' across subjects. While
the UGC has invited feadback on the
framework, the draft is attracting schol-
arly criticism. Beyond its content, critics
note that the framework abandons the
multidisciplinary and holistic course
maodel envisioned by the National Educa-
tion Policy (2020), instead prioritising
single-major pathways, With most cred-
its allocated to discipline-specific cours-
s, the framework leaves little room for
multidisciplinary exploration.

While the goal of multidisciplinary
education appears increasingly elusive,
the LOCF continues to support the NEFs
flagship programme, [KS, through the in-
clusion of "Bharativa philosophy” across
maodules. To ‘decolonise’ and 'indigenisa’
education in India. the curriculum pro-
poses, among other things, the study of
Kautilya's Arthashasira in commerce
edueation, and the integration of ancient
Indian conceptions of paramany (atom)
into chemistry While the UGC's endeav-
our to reclaim India’s ancient heritage
may seem commendable, it raises deeper
concerns about the erosion of scientific
temper, risking an epistemic crisis.

The foundational principle underpin-
ning IKS—Hindu exceptionalism—is
not a recent development. Meera Nanda
notes that the idea of Hinduism as a ‘re-
ligion of science’ has nearly a two-cen-
tury-long history. one that exalted the
Wedic tradition for its supposed “non-
dogmatic rationalism” and “supersen-
s0ry empiricism”. Swami Vivekananda
maost famously articulated this vision of
modern science as a8 handmaiden of
Hindu tradition in his 1893 address in
Chicago. The confluence betwean Hin-
duism and modern science gained mo-
mentum during British colonial rule—
caught in the tusske between rationalism
and nationalism, self-critique and self-
assertion, and reform and revival

In independent India, the constitution-
al commitment to scientific enquiry is
not enshrined in any grand clanse, but
rather embedded in the language of the
Directive Principles. While Nehru's sol-
emn invocation of ‘scientific temper’ im-
agined science as a vehicle for national
development, this vision soon gave way

CP RAJENDRAN

Adjunt Profei, National indtituteod
Achvanied Studies, Bengalun

¢

form and self-critique, the Indian State
lacked the political will to cultivate the
social conditions necessary for fostering
anew way of thinking among the mass-
es. NMor did it succeed in realising the
constitutional vision of science as a nor-
mative enterprise—one that should be
practised, safeguarded. and subjected to
critigue within democratic institutions
through active civic participation.

UGL's proposal to embed

Indian knawledge systems

atross subjects goes against

the National Education Policy's
e multidisciplinary model. It ignores

the philosophies and practices

of nan-Hindu traditions and

tribal communities. It's also not

aligned with the constitutional

commitment to scientific enquiry

However, for a nation emerging from
the shadow of colonial rule, independ-
ent India struggled with questions of
authority, legitimacy, and the preserva-
tion of its ancient traditions and knowl-
edge systems. In the effort to decolonise
the ‘Indian mind’ from the lingering ef-
fects of colonialism—particularly in the
epistemic realms of law, scholarship,
and culture—the Sanskritisation of
madern science took centre-stage. This
process aimed to validate, but rarely
challenge, the epistemic claims of Hin-
du exceptionalism. Such a decolonisa-
tion project risks ignoring the Constitu-
tion’s wision of a citizen-centric science
that thrives on dialogwe and dissent.

to inertia. Beyvond & brief period of re- At its core, this decolonising project  ments of dogma.
THENEW INDIAN EXPRESS
Chalman of the Board: Editar
Jmited at BE2
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commits an ontological fallacy: it seeks
to universalise a single, privileged moda
of knowing, one that is predominantly
aligned with upper-caste Vedic and San-
skritic traditions. This endeavour con-
structs a static and selective portrait of
ancient India, which systematically
marginalises the subcontinent’s rich
heterodoxy—including the materialist
and agnostic schools of Charvaka, Bud-
dhism, and Jainism. The IKS also erases
the profound contributions of Muslim
schaolars that were integral to the devel-
opment of India's cultural syneretizm.
Contemporary anxieties regarding

. the preferred version of ‘ancient Indian

wisdom' stem directly from this drive
for conformity and the assertion of a
singular, infallible knowledge system.
This attitude is undamentally antithet-
ical to the critical pluralism and intel-
lectual contestation that are the very
bedrock of scientific enguiry

The decolonial preoccupation within
IKS scholarship often overiooks the rich
reservoir of living indigenous pedago-
gies. IKS must engage directly with the
practices and cultures of early, often un-
derstudied, tribal communities. While
aiming to decolonise education by engag-
ing with long-marginalised epistemic tra-
ditions, DGC's proposed curriculum risks
replacing one form of intellectual hegem-
ony with another. Instead of liberating
thought and nurturing critical enquiry, it
may mould young minds to adhere to a
nation defined by a monolithic history

Thiz approach creates a tension with
the constitutional duty of the citizen, as
outlined in Article 514(h), to " develop the
scientific temper, humanism, and the
spirit of enguiry and reform”. The im-
perative to include indigenous knowledge
is vital; however, the uncritical prioritisa-
tion of a particular framework can veer
into ideological indoctrination. Uphold-
ing the constitutional mandate demands
acommitment to democratic engagement.
Science and philosophy must remain
in the crucible of open debate, dissent,
scrutiny and reform, ensuring they serve
as tools for enguiry rather than instru-
i Views are personal)

é} Children in Gaza are not
y

learning to live—they

g Mosal
are learning t survive Al Taha

with Pakistan. While not quite a Nato-
style guarantee, reports suggest discus-
sions on structured security cobpera-
tion, even an “Article 5lika” assurance.
For Riyadh, this hedging diversifies se-
eurity partnerships beyond Washington.
For Islamabad, it is a chance to recover
relevance in the Arab world by aligning
visibly with the Palestinian causs,

For India, these developments carry
two implications. First, Pakistan's stand-
ing in West Asia, dented in recent years,
may rise again—complicating India's
own Gulf partnerships. Second, Saudi
discomfort with Washington's lsrael tilt
may eventually push Riyadh towards
new alignments, where India will need to
position itself with dexterity to safe-
guard its energy and diaspora interests.

Israel's military strength is ungues-
tioned, but its inability to end the war on
its terms exposes the limits of force in
urban, asymmetrical conflict. The more
rubble Gaza accumulates, the less the
world sees lsraeli “victory™, and the more
it rallies to Palestine’s diplomatic cause.

India has historic ties with Palestine
and flourishing bonds with Israel. New
Delhi has consistently called for an im-
mediate ceasefire, condemned terror-
i=m, and affirmed support for a two-state
solution. That balance should continue.
But India must also prepare for a future
where Palestine's diplomatic legitimacy
hardens further, Israel remains militari-
1y entangled, and the US struggles to con-
tain trans-Atlantic divergence.

The Gulf, home to millions of Indian
workers and vital energy arteries, is it-
salf in flux. Saudi hedging is one symp-
tom, Emirati caution another, and Ira-
nian activism a third. A West Asia
fragmented by new alignments will de-
mand nuanced Indian diplomacy—prin-
cipled enough to stand by Palestinian
rights. pragmatic enough to preserve
strategic partnerships with Israel and
the U8, and nimble enough to adjust as
the diplomatic map redraws itself.

The war in Gaza shows that sheer mili-
tary destruction is not victory The bat-
tlefield has produced rubhle, not resolu-
tion. Diplomacy—from recognitions in
Eurape and Australia to recalibrations in
Riyadh—is steadily reshaping the re-
gion's political landscape. Votes at the
UN are once again acquiring strategic
weight, amid quiet recaloulations India’s
West Asia approach has been one of its
foreign policy highmarks, demanding the
same commitment and continuity, We
must lnok well beyond Gaza's rubble and
read the diplomatic map being drawn
across it. (Views are personal)

(mfahasnzinagmail.com)
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Fan frenzy
Ref: Lesson from Karur [Sep 29). This tragedy
ix another grim reminder of misplaced fan
adulation and the danpers of mixing up ‘reel’
and ‘real’ life. Unless franzed fans
de-hyghenate subjective interpretation
of on-sereen characters from the ohjective
reality of Life, such unforbenate incidents
are bound toreocur.
[ Mathesw, Thirvvananthapuam

Smart thumbs
Ref: Gvip gaffe {3ep 29). A few years agn,
bus conductors were provided with damp
sponges to moisten tickets instead of uzing
their tongues. Who knows, someday there
might be an ‘intellectval sponge’ on the
market for newspaper readers—especially
thase who bosrow papess from neighbours=
guaranteed to keep your pages safe and
your thumbs smart.

Sundareswara Pandiyan, Chennai

Policy push

Ref: Blame policy failures. not the courts
|%ep 20). The judliciary iz an inevitable
component ina country that develops,
especially at the time of crucial 2ll-round
develapments. Prolonging in settling
isswes related to development policies
would be troubdesome to the implementer
of the policies.

Riawi Nair, Palakicad

Supreme form

Ref: Vaakvani heyong iz (Sep 29). That
nther South and Southeast Asian countries,
foo, telebeate Goddess Sarasati in different
forms made for an enthwalling read. The
“edic inclesion of a compesition by a woman
zzer abowt a poddess indicates respect and
hancex for women.

Stampede axiom

Ref: Blame pame baping as Naror toll rizer

{52p 19). Whather it's a victary parade or

political rally, it's 2 no-Brainer that tens

of thousands of peaple are likely to turn

up. Despite this writing om the wall, the

authesities act perfunctorily, leaving the

commen peopl to fend for themselves. It's

batter to be proactive rathes than reactive.
Hoida

Cricketing spirit

Ref: Tilak & spinmers guink Indéa (Sep 19).
The much anticipated cricket clash concluded
with & nail-hiting finish, where India
emergzd victorious. However, the game's
true spirit was ovesshadowed by political
undercurrents and off-field controversies.

5 Waithisnathan, Madurai
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Contemporary Art,
India’s New Aesthetic
More artists needed to broaden market

Auctionhouse Saffronart's 23 Anniversary
last Saturday was a gilded frame-wor
ing upas ltdid €155.77 cr In sales and settinga glu'l.ld] record
for South Asfan art. It was symptomatic of Indian art cur-
rently smashing records as more money chases works of
topartists. The price signals are becoming stronger in the
mostselectring of contemporary artists. Thisis being dri-
ven by a combination of rising affluence, a younger and
more cosmopolitan elientele, and rising awareness of art
asanasset class, The market, however, needs to broaden to
coveralarger poolof artists, Itwill then workasa clearing
mechanism fora relatively untapped segment. The social,
financial and artistic values of owning art must be better
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Agentic commerce will transform shopping into personalised buying — brands must adapt fast

Sir, a Great Diwali Choice...

agents have already start-
f ed inflltrating our work liv-
f e, with Zeam's virt - |
f ent makingsummarles and

acthon podnts for meetings,
and Deep Research (DR) agents ;v—
Ing the fobvof market research frms
whieh 1o other work.

aligned toserve as afactor shaping the supply resp

Turnover in the art market is growing through higher
volume rather than price. Random-
ness in being discovered' results in
oversupply at any given price. Correc-
ting for this requires a deepening of
(| the market mechanism through insti-
tutional capacity, A growing mass of
Investors can pull more art into the
market, making the process self-sus-
taining. This applies particularly to traditional art, whe-
rethe pipeline ls wide but the price signalling s notas ro-
bustas in contemporary art. The good news Is the notlon
of artas investment is contaglous among the newly afflu-
ent. Spillover from contemporary masters to the lesser
known may be slow, but it is happening.

Indian art isundervalued by international benchmarks,
This should keep returns on investment lofty for an exten-
ded pertod. Financlal value of any Investment in art 1s
strongly correlated with the social value of art ownership,
Thiselement s rising across income levels. As Indians tra-
vel overseas in larger numbers, they are exposed to the so-
chal and aesthetic relevance of art avallable at home. They
represent a new class of buyers raring to set new bench-
marks in pricing local art. A new aesthetic s emerging.

A Trump Follywood
Production

Imamove that feels less policy more Indian state government
executive order to ‘save the local film industry from hegemo-
nic Hollywaod (and Bollywood)', Trump has announced a
100% tariff on ‘any and all movies' made outside the US. Clai-
ming that the US movie-making business is being ‘stolen’ by
other countries, the communist president with an American
accent isonce again playing tohis MAGA box office.

This is protectionism as projectionism. Trump’s cinematic
nationalism echoes the logic of most of our state govern.
maents that have, for years, taxed extra films not in their regio-
nal languages. But Trump's latest tariff tantrum takes this
provineial parancia global, and in an industry that is more
alobally connected than ever Imagine
charging double for films like Amélie,
Pam's Labyrinth or RRR because they're
not ‘American enough’. In any case, the
alobal film industry has increasingly be-
«ome the opposite of geopalitics: more Jo-
cation-agnostic, with various aspects of a
movie being sourced in different parts of
the world for reasons of economy and talent. Animators from
Chennai, coordinate with production crews from Barcelona,
who fit into an FX team from Santa Fe, with a lead actor from
Wiales, with the story set in China.

Hollywood itself has been an ardent student of global con-
tent. Tarantine borrows from Kurosawa, Nolan shoots in
Mumbai, and Marvelfilms rake in billions from Chineseaudi-
ences. This tariff won't 'revive’ American cinema in a world
where other hubs of production have emerged. It will make
Americans pay more tasee any and all movies' including tho-
semade 'at home'". In the age of streaming shows and movies,
Trump's latest swadeshi strike smacks of a 20mcentury fox,
an era where America seems headed.

|
Hide from the over-enthusiastic barging
inand dousing you with ‘fun’ advice

Beware of the Energy
Vampire This Season

If you consider yourself an extrovert, this may sound like
an anti-social’s rant. But if you're an introvert, or a card-
carrying member of the latest swish category, ‘otrovert’ —
apersonwhofeels a senseof beinga' perpetunluulsld.ar to

Arguably, Al agents will resh
Cﬁﬂ!m(‘l‘x‘Lillﬂlﬂ:‘lll]lﬁmlp{’lelﬁ I ‘1.\‘65 \
Iy mauch Ike ecommerve transform- LY e S
e physleal shops. Beyond changlng - Mo more window shopping
how we buy and sell, they coubd un-
lock oneaf the biggest revenne atre-  Applications. dowa, add to cart. and

ames for Al firme.

Buylngabookanline with the help
af ‘suggesthons was oncea matter of
experimentathon. It was not without
glitches. But it is surreal to see Al
making purchases
I real thneon ome's
behall. Beyond on-
line books, agents
will help us auto-
replenish regular
consumables at the be«l
prices by readi
purchase hlstory mipLu
Ing orders just as we're
running out,

B Amazon's Rufus ks now a mainst:-  hand over for one-
ream inappshoppingassistant Mie-  tap  confirmation.
rosofts Copilot can take actlons on - O, even complete
‘most websites'. including beoking  payment inside the
and buying, and Google'snew Al Mo asslstant.
e adds pricetracking and agenthe Agentic comimerce
checkout i some markets, (a-commerce) heralds a
Consumers are also changing  transformatlonal - mo-
how they find things. Gartner  ment for brands, Deca-
projects a 25% drop in traditl-  des of SEO (search
onal search volume by 2085, a8 engine optimisation) and
discovery ks moving from ‘10 SEM (search englie o
blue links’ to ‘one pood ans-  keting) expertise will
wo Pel plexity calls itsell  dually ghve way to what s
erengine’, notasear- hr.‘mnnlm! o be called
:.I:enl.lm R.illm than search- 20 fanswer enghine opth-

-

become, scralling
through sereen after

It gets welrder. IF you have an Al
agent shopping for you, brands will
fleld Alagent ambassadors that can
answer them in machine terms and
nimage o, your Aliwith yourcons
aints: budget, sustalnability, war
nty, delivery windowywill talk to a
brand's Al{with margins, inventory,
promation levers). They will bargaln
onbundles, delivery swaps orextend-
ed warranties, and close a deal after

tlons around a-commerce. Wil buy-
er and seller agents negotiate tr

it 1156 b Al
s Labllity wher

il or manipula
tive choce? Therdsk 18 mshiftol pow-
crlmmpeoplom:.p:wmakuo -

THE SPEAKING TREE

Leading
The Change

YOG BALKRISHNA

‘Theve isan anclent Indic saying
‘Pt s v st e
theanly thing that does not chan-
ge s change tsell. This trathan-
ertines mevitability and covstar
cyof change, butdepthand contl-
ity of change escape peroeption.
e wisdionm has always appo
ached change with eaplence and
Toreslght. Consder the Sanskrit
term Jagat’ that means the pheno-
mieaal workd s derived from the

i il
Ilt\. falrness and clear audit
trealla an cormmeree sorves b
mans, not just machines.
A-commerce 1s in-
evitable, as discovery
and search move o
Alengines, and com-
panies ke OpanAl
sparch for new veve
nle sEreans to offset
their eye-watering co-
sts. The second wave of
retall made websites the
storefront. The th-
Ird wave makes Al
chatbots the sto-
refront and Al ag
ents the buyers on

Toat | Tt bt pat’,
meaning ‘that which constantly
e’ One moisent it 1s bor,
ard o theneat it s pome. The very
Ideaaf the ward jagat, therefore,
enmbodles dynamism and flus.
Inthe Blagwad Gita, Krishnex-
alna: ‘Delilno asmin yatha dele
AL Aram vauvanam fara, tatha
dehantara praptiedhi
1 pvuliyatl This verse teaches
s o see clange, whether physi-
cal emptional arsituational, as
naturaland nevitable
Buddhaalsohightights varylng
nature af all formations through
thedocty ineol andees, imperimna:-
T Surkas winite, “Ka eangu
Karcha thira na ralsal’— wheat she
ould L ask for from the Loed. when
mlhlm.l-z perms mm“

Imhe fouin. modernche

I mul Dutiook calen- Ing for a moblle phone  misation): how to be spot- screen of dead your behall

s \‘P and wading through  ted and recommended by products isnot a However  big
.;]IIJN".’W Intnﬁi«mk:.. veamaod phonesand Al Startups like Prod natural way to buy oo h;

the agent will note it features, customers  und, Refine and Algolia are e, serolling th
sugpestacakeand ower  GAFtNEFRrojects g0 oking chatbots 1o brandp gh sereen after sereen of dead prod-
optlans within your us- a25% drop in glve them an answer  inside Alanswers. ucts {8 not & natural way to buy Ha-
wal price range, and ship  traditional search and discovering what Wihenthesurtace becomes aconver- ving a conversatlon with someone
them. wolume by 2026, they want to buy thro-  sation, structured, machine-readat-  who understands your needs and
B Perplexity Al's Comet as discovery is ugh a natural conver-  Je data beats glossy Hfestyle copy Ag- throws up recommendations feels
browser, laund moving fram sation withan‘expert’.  ents prefer prechse attribates — wel-  much more ‘human'.

Iy s the explicit 10 biue links'to Logieally, the mext  ght, cdursbility veturn pollo sust As Al becomes the new UL we will

turning biow sing nto-do-
dng. Guery your calendar,
emall and the web, then complete
tasksenddo-end.

® Openal s reportedly bullding in-
tegrated checkout inslde ChatGET
andexplor inga revenue share on pur-
chages, shifting the chatbot from rec-
ommendation toretall. 1tsnocolncl-
dence that OpenAl appolnted former
Instacart CEO Fid|i Simo as CEOof

‘one good answer’

i
abllity scoves — over slagans. They
reward speed: sub-isec sites rank
higherfor bots, ot just humans.
Thus, the new a-commerce sites
willl i d product data,

atepwould be for them
o buy the phone they
Hked from the comversation window,

Buying with agents ks not just abo-
utbyping the product name inkea bax.

Increasingly turn to conversing with
the likes of DeepSeek and ChatGET
o el us buy stull
patory, natural and cf
it

write with semantic Intent (ultr:
ligght trekking shoe under 4002, mai-

These syatems will fuse semanthe
Toutfit for a traditlonal Indian wed-
dlm. In Jodbpur in October’) with
al context (budget, size, past

meree, hrands th will thrive.
Those that walt for the elicks to come
back may discover the store has mo-
wedon without them.

;s mnn'lk.eP IEIH]D.II
52, bats will I

), themact open reta iler ps
compare specs and delivery win-

The writer tsfunder Mi, The Tich Whisperer
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Slc-ihiﬁ;hl FDIin EMs: Services in Lead
FDI inflows by sectoral groups
The sectaral
OF THE DAY of Percent of total FOI
FDA infloms § Servkes
A mstch ance meand bits, amapingmarietand B MMy SPeiey
Barbls el rooding, developing econamies 100
Now, drames do the SR i shifnct
bonndary patralling and Ay w E
f past two decades.
Shoning Nearly 65% of FDI i
The scorecard's t nness, Infiaws to EMDES & E
LBW's muyone's guess, ﬁ“&ﬂ"z‘;};‘g;"ﬁn 4
And the mn af the mutch from 45% in the early ]
s recruiting. 2000s. The share ]
LELE ] of manufacturing- 20
related FDI 1o EMDES, E
meanwhille. fell io less o )
e than 0% i 2019-23 T T T T T TR T | § The monsoon has
W Tram al
e S EMEES Jaeance i retreated. See you
Wote: Statied bars show sectoral FDI shares in tatal EDI far the periad 5 next year.
indicated. Sample includes 32 advanted economies ad B6 EMDES.
? . 4 PARANORMAL
TIVITY
’ Faragraghs Frem Ficien

Dhiraj Nayyar
I

OF late, there have been sever
lels e between nd
ent.\nnwlmmllel s tods

Lur]l’t’sp:ncuh
tes the comp;
for amother bout of economic reforms,
il essenie, 19601 peforins wers
about decontrolling the econatmy. 2055
reforms must be about devegulation.
Gol fully understands this. Infact, the
Fv announoad the setting up of &de-
sslon in her Februa-
50 foklowesd up on

any group while still desiring ger — read

1 these anin

on. Years of stealthy people-watching have trained you to
spot arare species: social/energy vampires.

Energy vampires are people who don't stroll into your 1i-
fie, but barge in as if they own you. They are unfailingly ina
New Year Eve party-high mood, even on a bleak Monday
morning. Onee they have made themselves at home — at
your home — comes Step 2: they download all that you've
been doing in the last two days or two hours, while you
clutch youreoffee tightly and wonder what just hit youand
sucking you dry like ti wactum cl 1. Bewa-
e, it's an energy-sapping list. And just when you think yo-
u"ve heard all, they will grill you abeut your no-plan days,
insist you have a ‘healthy' social life, and drop hints that
youl are underachieving at the very art of living itself. Be
warnexd. This species pets extra wings and mega dose of
mojo during festivities, and the silly season has barely
started. Here's our two bits: make a swift exit/lock your do-
ors, and let the storm blow over. Until the next enthusias-
tickler barges in with fanfare and advice.

wemm acle before Trump tar-
Imnm:Lh-q dewn the line, as geo-

Hon Camm ks
for certain i
Jed by

. IEﬂI] i
>|.0n 'u'-h.\l\m hnow

secre:

NITLAayog member Rajly Gaubsa,
The recently constituted high-level

ot Imp]mnmmlmlm Vikait Bhar-
atGo: el Mon-Finanekal Regul
oy Reforms’— have askedallminls-
tries tosubmit thelr institutional ve-
form parlorithes. fve-vear plans and
ul'kmt\-m%-ll.cholpuwc I.mu:wnla

Intheeconomy Now, If regulation s
surrendered, then what can beobtaln-
ed lnreturn
There [=alsoa limitation in asking
minlstries o st out their priovities
and targets. Inevitably, these will be
fullof groupthink and conventlonal
wisdom. In the garb of g
ml"\-"lk-zils -there may bea
of thol's role. rath-

thon. The Somanathan-led exercise has
been working for several months with
areported focuson nuding states to
nent devegulation in aveas ke
Land and labour:

Perhaps that ks the differentlator bet-
weer the two effiorts — one worklng with
statesand the other with the Centre.
While every exerclse towards deregu-
Latiom is heartily welcome, it s worth

erthana curtaflment, At leastfrom
ministries,

Also, such exerebses tend to be exhaus-
tve There s a creditworthy thorough-
nesstosuch efforts. So, there will
reparts running into hundredsof pag-
s — lpok at someaof old reportsof A‘T
ministrative Reforms Commisskons

«Ialchhuml]e together the handful
af game-changing refor me with hund-

The Book of
Disappearance

Hitisarn Azem
My mother put on mismateh-

edlshoes ar mwml the how-
se Her curly habr was ted back.
\l'llhalﬂsckhnnd J he edge
of Ter white shirt hung over
her grey skivt. Fear inhabited
hier fiace, makingher bl eyes
e bkgper: She booked craz
edas she roamed the streets
of A)ami, searching formy
ranlmsather: Rushing, as it
trying tocateh up with herselt.
Tfaliowed herout. When she
hieard vy footateps. she looked
bk and gestured with her

pondering over the methad bclm. used:  redsol trivial ones. Very few recom- brpoamsticle-thin arm: fD
povernment task foree/ tees. 1 vl b Ly accept- ﬂq\'hmm mayhe ahell
Of course,| holl: Somanathan: mﬂ[.au- ctL And they might be the trivial ones.

i, 3 xereise woul I.mlJish'Llslhera
civil servants, with reformlstoutiooks 10-«:1 upashortterm Devegulation “Then goto her house, and
and lenpthy experience inbath Unlon  Comimnlssbon chalved by an outalder, , thentoal8a'a
and state governments, bt with representatbon from all at- The Book ol Sguare. Look

ntly Somanathan {s and Gaw- akeholders, including goveriment, Ilsappeurunce: there’

bawas, head of 1AS. S0, what they say  witha 3month mandate. Such acom e o She went firan-
ought tematter to thelr fellow affloers. ssban could recommend 25 chan- theally from
Intheory, it's also s good ldes to sdopt 5 at central kevel and Z5ak the state house o house
an inclusiveapproach to reform, Le., evel. And, Gal, led by reformlists and B bemse, shie
onbaarding Union ministries. state doers Hke Somanathan and Gauba, Jooked like &
povernments tothe effort inthehope — could implement the reforms — the loatant. Kiso.
that they takeewnership of deregula-  much havder part than making rec- chingon dooes
tion in thelr respectivedomains That  ommendations. B sohard Lwas
15 ome way teachieve sustalned and In fact, th be lever- il eak her land.
irrever: -zllﬂedemml athon. an.ctllwm-ddelsllk‘.col Dm aton Jever-  Asif her fist was not fleshand

Hut ther anay or the banes, but a hammer: She did-

proach. A l force or committes
headed by ‘insiders' is likely toseea
greater rale for government than may
be required This k't becauseof bl
whituals but the DNAof civil service.
Institutionally, India's eivil service is

ded infor regulation.
latter helped malntain move than
asemblance of gover nment oversight

w.wllml'\-'l\' asimha Rao govern-
et leveraged IMF 11501 — to create
adistance between themselves and
what they are lmplementing, thereby
loosendng resistance.

't greet whaever came out,
Justasked elghtaway if they'd
seen my grandmother. I no
oneanswered, she'd takea
Bmp hresthmr.lwmp

Then she'd go

Arvapidly evol bal scenario,
which bmllvﬂnlmiob‘. h \A.lmi
for Indla's g apdd e

I
panse. Gol bwulllin_ u Im IL.I:l.lpmn
ach can yleld quick results.

The seriter is clbef soonamist, Vedaam

ot the next house, wiplng
her tesrs sy wﬂllnrsxsam

Trmnshated froma Armbic by

angemanagerent Broadly, the
redre 3 possible responses to ch-
ange. First, bealbiivious tochange
and eventually become a victio.
Secaned. manage and endlure ch-
ange —recogising and vespond-
Ing to it helpa one adapt. but only
reactively Finally leading thech-
ange lsthe most enlightened ap-
rnw:h where a leader proactive
y shapes ansd divects change.

ChatRoum

Bright Present,
Brighter Future

Apropos ‘Second-Guesaing the
G’ by My thill Bhusoarmath
P29, BB will have to gocele-
rateeconomle growth while con-
trolling inflatbon. External front
shows unexpected rise bn gold
prices, steained LS
s Induced tarift hikes
palitical visks created uncer tal
tes, whibe at bomse, highdrequ-
ency ndlcators averegistering
better y-o-y growth rates except
pem:l.eum comsumption. The ve-
eq will take care
:.r Ilenn. lon i the effectsare
prasses] o to the customer: Till
the Falling rupee finds is matur-
al value against the dollar, REIL
can provide a emporary buffes:
Wianow need to be selfreliant.
It's the perfiect tmeto reduce the
reparate, and SLE and CRR, to
the minlmum extent possible,
Shishir Sindekor

Nazhik

FirstaPalliative,
ThenaCurative

‘This refiers tothe Edit, 'UST:
a Bitter Pl For bdlan Pharn
(Bep20). The mposition of 100%
tarlf by the U5 on branded and
paterited medbelnes poses & nuak
ar challenge for Indian pharma
a8 ts 40% exparts ave bound for
e LS. I addl-
thon, literniat

switching prio-
vlty to drigsdis-
covery. The US action will force
Inidla toegplore other markets.

Patent expirations will la
o impact on the glebal pha
ma kndustry: The sea change in
the sector needsto be tackled fast.
Vi Mulingi

Iy el

Gotthe Cupon
ASilver Platter

Apropos thenews repart, Indla
at Clowd  (Sports Woarld Play,
Sep29). the men in bue clinlcal
ly demaolished the men in green
towin the Asia Cup In style. In-
diafaced Pakistan thrice ln the
tournament andemerged victor
lous every s ingle timeto remaln
e cmaly uinbestan tea b the
champlonship Makistan had a
proanisiog start in the finals but
buckled under pressure when
the splnrers oper ated with Kul-
v pleking up 4 wickets

-y .

Insprit
Pated und Varun Chiakeavan
The Indkan team ks the best I.BD
slde in world ericket but needs
sonne fne-tuning o prepare for
the T20 World Cup that 18 coming
ourway inless than Bmonths.
BN Kabrm

Ilvarme

Latters o the aediiar may be addressed o

editet@timesofindia.com
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A thought for today

The most commen way people give up their
power is by thinking they don’t have any
ALICE WALKER

DIP-LOW-MACY

Like his boss, US commerce secy trash talks & overestimafes
the importance of his country and the power of its tariff:

n Sept 20, 1612, Napoleon sent a letter to Tsar AlexanderL:
O “Dear sir, my brother...I started a war against your Majesty

without anger: one note from you before or after the last
battles would stop my processiol
had captured Moscow, but unlike Trump aldes Peter Navarro and
Howard Lutnick, Napoleon didn't forget his manners, While Navarro's
impertinence can be lgnored because he's only an adviser,
comimerce secretary saylng lndla, Brazil and Switze
friendly countries - need to be “flxed”, and will be “s¢
reflects alack of schooling in the traditions of diplomacy.

There's a reason that diplomacy - the art of managing relations
between countries - demands high refinement of language. unless
vou're Hulaguor Kublal Khan shooting off threats. The whole point
of diplomacy s to achleve ends without war Unlike domestie
politics, where coarse rhetoric embitters but has few conseq uences

. otherwlse - Trump probably won't miss
| to Clinton, O 1 Biden
family dinners - In the International
sphere it can, for example, harden
India’s resolve to continue buying
Russian oll, and hurt US farmers
because Ching decidos to source more
cornand soy from Brazil.

But verbal temperance is a virtue
‘rump’s administration has forgotten,
e presidont's thuggish White House

recoptions, ting with Zelenskyy
in Feb, will find a place in textbooks. Vance and other Trump deputies
have tried to outdo each other in these displays of boorishness,
Perhaps, these are acts meant to signal strength to MAGA voters,
but when domestie polities laints diplomacy ke this, the outeomes
can't be wholesome. US |8 undeniably the richest country in the
world, and probably the most powerful militarily, but that does not
mean it can coerce others Into dolng its bidding.

Trump's “tradedeals”, forced with the threat of tariffs, may have
glven him an ilusion of almighty power, but the biggest ones with
Japan and 5 Korea are already look ing shaky. Meanwhile, he's been
completely ineffective in international affairs. Gaza and Ukraine
aren't any safer than they were before his inauguration inJan. It's
one thing to take shots at Venezuelan boats, guite another to “fix"
India. So far, steep US tariils p affected $48bn worth of Indian
goods exports, which is only 6.8% of Indla's §825bn worth of total
goods and services exports last year Lutnick 1s not enly out of lne
butalsooutof hisdepth.

Art Of The Matter

Why's there such a mismatch between India's cheerful

Jestive aesthetic & its dreary public spaces?

ted out”,

kitschy to bling to charming aesthetics. Feasts where

display is as much art as culinary delight. Lights, warm glows
toflashy neons, All gone when festivities end and cities crawl back to
Httered dreary reality, a bleak everydayness. Newfangled bulldings
are aneyesore, essentlal internetconnectivity 1s a birds’ nestof ugly
cablos, groy skies despalr traffic woes are soul-destroying,

India is her artisan: diverse architecture styles,
sustainabledesigns e ate conditions. So it fsatra-
gedy that such maste art to climate-resilent architecture
retalned by families and communities has been allowed to decay
Into being tourlsty curlosities, If only
these were standardised, modernised
and codifled to allow the prineiples and
practices to be laken to costeffoctive
scale, After all, it is this very art and
science that still shape campsites of every
festival. Instead, woe must tolerate the
rash of encrgy-guseling office bulldings
and claustrophoblc housing complexes. But it's never too late really
to Infuse urban sprawls with adash of’ [ifeand soul.

No one ls asking for ambitious plans lke Saudi Arabia’s
placemaking eltios - futuristie, theme-based mega projects to make
liveabibe eltlos' designed 1o veshape the kingdom. But look to Albanla
whereartist PM Edl Rama bs knownfor his singular artistie approach to
urban development, Outcome: grey uninsplring citles painted over
to look pretty, public spaces reclalmed and rebullt, projects that
resulted inresidents feeling pride in thelr city. People even littered
less, Safe to say no Indlan can be aceused of any twinge of pride In
any elty - s all a concretised grimace. Does i have 1o be this way?
Most certainly not. Our festivals, barring the nolse, tell stories,
There's no reason ourcitles can't. only needs imagination,

Crowning glory

Tiv dye or not to dye that is the question

E\w-}'}']n:llun festival Is a splash of colours and art, New attire,

Anil Abraham

Monday mormings are always crowded at the clinde, As Lglanced
gt Ui chock, Balitha Bhubibd bounced into the consulting room,
Ui losbngmy ke doctor! These's hade onmy halrbrash, there's
ke o iy biathraom Meor there's holre inmy husband's butter
chicken! Thare's halr everywhone - axeept on my head,’ She
ran hir hand through her generous lresses and ghowed a
I\u:n hM Tiiap hadr glaring accusingly ot me from hee palm.

Dwent through my check]ist for patients with haly loss: thyrodd isses, low
bron stoves, nsevere crash died or el iglous fasting, sleep disturbanee, a recent
Wlness aor o possible hormonal iesie. She had also done ber homework and
Brandished a Tong exhnustive Hat of tests and results from the nelghbouring
Lk, “F'm golag to hove less habe than my hosband, dector, Do something! e
complolned nervously | checked about stress, but she nssured me that her
b bl wns sthll on HALE visn and sven Trump's shenanigans had
Gm not browght him back. ' No stress, doctor - he bs stil] safely abroad for
thi time belng.'
‘t’) Wit | exaimdnasd bor scalp carefully, the answer becane olwbos,
Anallergy to something she had applied. She confessed to a visit to
the beauty parlour beeause she was dyelng to look younger She wis ot ready
tobe Fifty Shacles of Grey yed. But beeause of the reaction to hakr calour: | gently
suggested that she age gracefully, She was not pleased with my prescripton,
‘Even my parents have Jet black hair, doctos 1'm not ready to be called aunty?
wis scasvdalised ot the theught of choasing between Bald and Beautiful, |
velterated that she had an allergy to hade colowr and avolding the cause would
b the best soluthon. ' Delulu 1s not the only solulu,’ she muttered under her
b l-u:]m-. sha lutened o my colourlees alternative,

A week Aabitha Blnbhibreezed into the clinie loo king very happy. Her
Crowning Glory was o fauming mehend] orange colowr. ‘Orange 18 the new
Blaek, doetor she declaved. And she hod another surpeise on had: ber new
phane inw shadle that could only be deseribed ns cosmbe arange. How wos itany
different From her previous phone, | asked innocently Bhe told me not 1o g
cobnparing apples and o Mo ity de basandi choda shie humined
putviatically as sha sashs thiscliinke,

Teaming With
T20 Talent

That India won Asia Cup despite
Bumrah'’s bowling & Surya’s batting
being below par, shows the team has

cracked the ultra-

Amand Vasu

Asla Cup 2005 was
many things. but. tothis
Indian team it was the
lnying downof amarker.
They had cracked the
0 code, identified the
4 personmel that would
buy into this philosophy without any
second thoughts and go out there and
execute, rrespective of what elae was
happeningaround them.

India were not eacly adapters to the
Tan way of attacking from Il!w word go
with no thought to keeping wickets in
hand. Indba buile thelr early T20 teans
around thelr star batsmen, as they had

donewlthather formats of the game, But,
with lterations and changlng captaing
and cosches, they constantly refined the
approach to one where no backward
ateps woukd be talen.,

Two at the top | Suryakumar Yaday has a
manner abaut him that suggests he i a
mibschlevous one Cameras followlng him
o the field need not search too hacd or
wakt long: a memewirthy expression fs
always around the corner But, don't bet
this fool you. Surya thinks deeply about
the game and is very much a leader in
charge. He takes the calls on the feld,
sometimes unusualones, and backs them
Lo o,

Gautam Gambhic might have been all
ambles anee the tournament was won. but
his ansclous presence outalde the dressing
roomm was a constant one. Gambhic s
always thinking about the game, about
preparation and sbout which men might
be best sulted to do the job. His declsions
are not always eosy to understand or
popular, but he has clearly forged a
winning partnershipwith Surya.

Potential to performance | 1 o crowdod
Meld of achicvers, Abhishek Sharma has
alrendy shown thit hee s the man to watch.
Abhishek's ball-striking ability was
never in doubt, but transkating that into
match-winning knocks 1s another thing.
Abhishek showed that he s not just
somecne whao sees the bulland hits it - that
clarity of mind ks hard enough to achieve
but someone who can quickly and
aecurately vead the game situation and
conditions, wsing that to his sdvantage.
Abhishek does not mevely st up
s at the top ol the ardes he finlshes
thean, Tor all practical purposes. Abhlshik
b Tuibly avweares thit this Heence he gots ot e
topof the order {8 nota free pass 1o just hit
everything out of sight. but rather an
nltwtion eo macimbse his lmpoct, batthng
with true fearlessness. In the post, he moy

short format code

hivve looked amillion bucks, but now he is
worth that ta s team.

The reality of depth | When o team moves
onfrom the likes of Virat Kohliand Rehit
Sharma, there ks bound to be o vaeoum,
mbination of skill and expe
erans of thelr kind bring cannot
cated by the exuberance of youth
ot there was o flembellef that the
b haiel conme Lo move on, nob just from
them, but from a philosophy of play
where the batting revolved around an

mchor:

Mow, India have genuine trust in the
likes of Tilak Varma to deliver games ic-r
them. Tilak's graph has not been the mos
stralghtforward, but in T0 cricl kol

where calculated risk s the byword
there are bsund to be days, even patches,
In which a proven strategy does not work
simply because the opposition is too
good, But, overall, the numbers will
always justify the ovestment. Thlak has
shown that,

Bowling for glory | T20 cricket always
appears to be a batting game, with the
blggest hits and the highest strike rates
capturing the imagination. But the best
bowling nttaclcs do ot allow the appasition
to run away with things. India now has
this trait.

it Bumrah walks into all teams
A the wnndd, nn k] eomeifons and fomats,
but he had o rare outing where the
niimbers did not stack up as they usuall
do But, India were not defeated by thi
Bumrah sthll gave the team the tough
avers in the power play and then in the
deathovers,

Around him, though. Hardik Pandya
was ableto be the true all-rounder e has
beenn bullt up o be, Avshdeep Singh
curaey and calm when called
up to, and Shivam Dube showed that even
with a reduced Indian Prember League
warkload thanks to the Inpact Player
rule, he still glves the team enough with
Bl anad bat,

Spin ittowin it | Through fve Test matches
In England. Kuldeep Yadav watched from
the sldelines, unable to play a part. But
when he did get the |hnn<‘|l in the Asin
Cup, Kuldeep was comfortable in leading
the attack, The choke he brought o
the middle overs, along with Varun
Chakrovarthy meant that the opposition
coubdnot const, irveapect iveol how good s
start thay had got.

idla showed, throwgh the Asls
that they have all the boxes tieked in the
shortest form of the game. All that
remaing 1s for Surya to scome some runs,
anvd thamn this will be the team to beat.

Qaum Before
The Storm

Pakistani cricket or ‘kirkit’ is deeply
influenced by the deep state that
runs the country. Here’s a funny
take on a serious problem

freedom report, saying New Delhi
does not allow s players to convert
Ind ian players. [tsaid it will gve video
evidence of how its players tried to
oonvert SriLankan pla
and how sportingly Lanka Cricket
Hoard and ICC took it

“Wot only dothey listen tous, they
also come back and play ericket in
Pakistan even though our tervorists
attacked them in Lahore,” boasted
Yakkar Wunus, a former Pak fast
bowler who said it gave him
great Joy to see Paklatan win a rare
game agalngt India and for its players
to do namaz amid Hindus, When told
India does not view the game or
India needed 10 to win.  players through the lens of rellgion
The Field Marshal, who  and it has produced many Muslim
has never m halled  players who are Indians first, and
anyone on a field. could have reached  some of the bowlers are more skilful
out to the White House t kittocut  than him, he cryptically asked, "But do
aff live tebecast and say Pakistan took & they know how touse botthe caps?
i wickets for 0 runs in the final over, and Accusing India of bringlng the
declare @ win. Then he could have  gentleman's game into disrepute by
nominated the Boss for man of the  decliningto fraternise with Pak istani
match, and blessed him with erypte-  players. former Pak Test ph
eurrency and rare earth elements, Sickunder Bucked cited the many

Instead Pakistan ks now on itsway o instances Pakistan had brought glory
United Natlons todemand aplebisciieto o the game - like when the aforesald
i decide who won, alleging India ls not  Yokkar Wunis became the [irst
i i posseasion of the trephy 1t hasalso  player to be suspended by 1CC for ball
{osought China’s intervention, but  tampering like when Afrid Shahidi
Beljing agked it to do the decent thing — was caught on camera biting a ball
and send the cup to Indla, pledging it to change its shape; like when
will give Paklatan many replicas. Pakistan forfeited a Test match in

‘u aarateli Pakistan has also gone 5006 for the et thine in history after
Human Rights Commisslon  wmplres ruled they had tampered
(l MII{( paccusing Indla of tervorksm — with the ball.

| -

Chidanand Rajghatta

Pakistan blew several

a Cup on Sunday.
Kot because of lousy
batting, dropped
catehes, missed run-
outs, o poor bowling.

: It passed up the chance to call

Washington and seek intervention so
it eonld de

H There were somany opportunities.

AE1L81 when Pakistan was batting, at

a0 when India was

batting. even in the last
et

aver af the game when

“Somwe of our cricketers Hike Salman
Butt. Mohd Asif, Mohd Amir even

by nonstate batters ke Abhishek
Sharma and Tilak Varma, drawn
mainly from IPL. [talso aceused Indin— went to prison in UK T atch-fixing.
ol tarture by repeatedly giving Pakistan  Have any of your players made such
hopes of  vietory  before  eruelly  sacriflees?™ asked former minister
anateh ing ltaway. Shrlek Rashid, who onee sald Pakistan
We cannot takoe this torment any  winning o cricket game against ndia
dust because © hit a solitary s a “victory for Islam", and who wis
lnst-tall six 30 years ago to win o himsell in jail recently
p,llllld'lﬂ‘hl' desert, there ke no need o por, Pakistan’s Kikit Board
farture us withdefeat after defeat, You  hasclarified that Harrks Raul s s lgnof
hawe alveady avenged it in Kacachl, 64 had nothing to do with downed
Melbourne, Johanmesbirg and somany — aleplanes and he was merely asking
places,” wept former cricketer Maved ot to be hitfor sixes after the mauling
Jin . whooccaslonally won games  he recelved from Vieat Kohli in
for P'uk fstan with the help of uwmpl Melbourne. Unfortunately, the plea
India has vejected the charges,  fell ondeaf ears of Tilak Varma,
i saying It has trled its best 1o help Pakistan's IPSE too stepped in
Pakigtan win on varlous occaslons, to say it has no proof of even one
including In UAE on Sunday, but  Indian plase belng shot down but it
thalr players keep snatehing defeat  pleked out the number & in hopes of
from the jows of vieto i fact, the  Inspleing the Kickit team. “We also
only smoath victory we had was  know Indla cannot sco 100 s
the 1071 win by S0000:60,° an Mold  oFtale 85000 wickets, s there was no
apoleswonman snid danger of belng trolled, It s bad
Pakistan hos also asked US to enough being bombed." an PSR
Include Indin by the annoal religlous  spokesman sald.

mak

Calvin & Hobbes

Mo eneimies ane not demans
et haenwan beirgs Itke himself
Lao Tei

Celebrating The Feminine Energy During Navratri

Sivakumar Sundaram

Tln-H':mmm-wumvwm'ml
limnson af 1ie. Without Sha k.
nothing In existence would stie If
Al masenling 18 the seed of stabdlity the
Temibnine 18 the New of croatbon. The twa.
are not opposed faroes but complementary
Tike the roat and the flower, the sky
the earth, the silenceand the song.
When oane dominates without the other;
Imbadanes 18 nevitable. campetition
withaul cosmpassbon becormes destructive,
while cremtivity without disc ipline
drifts without direction.

Nevratr] s that sacred pauwse inthe
yoar whan wo nre vited teawaken the
Bemminbne withinus, For nine nlghts,
e dsedf 18 in trnsbtion, old leaves
Al the andre s, e 1t guibetly peepares
Hor vensirwil. Do o aparitund tracitdons,
crontlon s cyelieal, not Hnear: Matler
climan v ooy to veappenr in fresh form,
Manvraticd alkgns the haman mind tothis

cosmierhythn, gulding it back to lts
Source, where both the masculine and
Ui b de dharsce bn ooy

all, flere maternal, cmbodies
this paraclox, She destroys not out of
oo, Bt with the by
nisture itseld, ke the cle
mankies winy for fertile soil,
as fleree and agg ressive Is to
lonk through the kens of fear,
Intruth, she ks areminder
that destruction, oo, s part
af creation, and courge ks
st s the maest
compassionite net

Acrods cultures, the
sncred fondnine hos always
e revered. The Greoks saw it in Gala;
the Earth Mothe r whess woimb sustalng
lifee. Indbon philosophy vecognlses the
Ternbnine a8 play of the three peimordial
unis; sattva, injos. tainas, The Mother
D is mot only brlllianee but also
confuslon, not only abundance bt also

ah

liunger and thivst. She is the fulliess
and emptiness, the give
beginning and beyond
Lsto acoe pd 1ie in s totality.

towards the masculine
conguest. contrel. While these qualithes

piks,

THE SPEAKING TREE transfor

calm, Fear Into peag

Ui {eer i of Mah s hasi, thit heawy
roalatance withinus which clings to
comfort and refuses growith, We dissolve

the pride of Shurnlsh and Mishumbh, the
twln dermons of ego and arvogance tht
ook o dominmute and divide. And we
sllegen the restless pull of Madb ad
Haktabh. those ferces of crming wd
aversion that drag the mind between
axtremes of desdre and denbal, When
these lnner demaon vangpulshed, thie
juath ¢ loars for balance, clarkty, and joy.
Thrrowgh devotkon, wisdom, and selfless
actian. the three guanas are harmanised,
and the dormant Shakth, Feminine encegy

v taker, the
rwarshipher

Pbocirn 1ife, howevea: bs tlted heavily
ammpetithon,

i), thery mlso buen whien uncheckid.
Fominine energy restores lalance
by bringing creativity, celebra-
Ehom, il oot passbon. It soflens

-:- ® edgesof ambltion. turnkng

rivalry intocollaboration kS

and anxiety into serenity. withibn s, irvespective of gender:

Dnering Naveatrl, this To recogn e the femnine within i
lom ks alinost torecogabse thi Divine bnevery form,

Jul panbibe, anger d sl ves into
wenriness into oy,

il I nat merely

every nim, every breath. Naveated s
that reminder: that life is nota
battlefiedd alone, but alsoa eelebration.
Thiie tee vietory {8 whien msseul e and
frra i b it A Bnlanes, whion pawer
b terparodd with beanty, and creation
Maws in harmony with courage,
Kivakumarsundaramnimerdindio com

This ks why




